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PROCLA~IA"FION. 

c. H. DARLING. 

[L~ S.] 

By His Excellency CHARLES HENRY DARLING, 

Esquire, Gover1ior and Commander-in­
Chief in and over the Island of Newjoiind­
land a1id its Dependencies, ~c., 4}c., ~c. 

WHEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands P~orogued until 
Wednesday the Tenth day of October instant: And Whereas I think .fit . to . 
Prorogue the said General Assembly until Friday the Thirtieth day of No-, 

vemher next ensuing. I do therefore, by this my Procla1nation, further Pro-
rogue the said General Assen1bly until Friday the Thirtieth day of Nove1nher 
next; of "1hich all Persons concerned are required and commande~ to take due 
not~ce and govern themselves accordingly.. · · 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House, 
in the aforesaid Jsland, the Fifth day of October_, in 
the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Fifty Five, and in the l'iineteenth 
Yea f Her Majesty's Reign. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

JOHN WENT, 
.!J.cting Colonial Secretar:J~ 
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PROCLAMATION. 

c. H. DARLING. 

[L. S.] 

By His Excelle1icy CHARLES HENRY DARLING, 

Esquire, Governor. and Comman·der-in-Chief 
in and over the Island of Newfoundland 
and its Dependencies, ~c., ~c., ~c. 

WHEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until 
Friday the Thirtieth day of November inst.ant : And Whereas I tl1~nk fit to 
Prorogue the said General Assembly until Tuesday the Fifteenth day of 

January next enstling. I do therefore, by this my Proclamation, further Pro­

rogue the said General Assembly until Tuesday the Fifteenth day of January 
next, tlie1i to meet for the despatch of busi1iess: of which all Persons concerned 
are required and commanded to take due notice and govern then1selves 

accordingly. 

Given t1nder my Hand and Seal at the Government House, 
in the aforesaid Island, the Twenty-seventh day of 
November, In the Year of Our Lord One 'I,housand 

Eight Hundred and Fifty-five, and in the Nine- ~ 

tee11th Year of Her Majesty's Reign. 

By His Excellency's Comn1and, 

JOHN KENT, 

Colonial Secretary • 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

Second ·Session Sixth General Assembly, 
19th Victoria. 

TUESDJJ.Y, 15th JJJ.NUJJ.RY, 1856. 

• 

This being the day appointed for the meeting of the Colonial 
1--'egislature, 

At half-past ~ne of the Clock, P. M., the House met. House meets. 

PRESENT: 

' 'Phe Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, P1'esident. 
'' JOHN ROCHFORT . 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' GEORGE H. Ei\IERSON 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' SAMUEL CAllSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES .J. ROGERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 

At Two of the Clock, P. 1'1., His Exce~lency the Governor hav-
··"ng arrived at the Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, 
the Honorable the President of the Council commanded the Ser­
geant-at-Arms attendant on the Council, to go to the Commons House 
of Assembly, anu inform the Men1hers that it is 1-Iis Excellency's 
pleasure that they do forthwith attend at the Bar of this llouse ; and 
they being come thereto, Ifis Excellency was pleased to open_ the 
present Session by a gracious Speech to both Houses. 

The House of Assen1bly having withdrawn, His Excellency \Vas 

llleased to .retire\ 

~!embers present. 

Governor ardves 1!t 
the Council Chamber. 

rrhe Assembly SU m· 
mooed to atteod him. 

.. 

• 

• 
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llis Exc-elleucy's 
Speech . · 
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15th · January, 1~56. 

SECOND SESSION", S1xTH GENERAL AssEl\IBLY, 19th V1cToR1 A. 

A copy of His Excellency's Speech having been left lvith the 
House, it was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :-

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council : 

Mi'. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly: 
• I have summoned you to meet for the Despatch of Business, 

after a recess of unusually short duration ; not so much in conse-· 
quence of any pressing necessity for resorting to your assistance an~ 
advice at this particular moment, as for the purpose of restoring the 
ordinary Sessions of the Legislature to their accustomed course, 
and thus enabling you to devote your attention to the public inter­
ests at that season of the year, \vhich is understood to be most con ... 

venient with reference to your personal oecupations and pursuits. 

Since we were last assembled, the progress · of the War, _in 
\vhich the resources of the United Kingdom and the spirit of its 
people are alike engaged, has been marked by glorious and triun1 .... 
phant events. It has been my gratifying duty to transmit to the foot 
of the Throne, the loyal congratulations of Her Majesty's faithful 
Subjects in this ancient possession of Her Crown, upon the great 

achievement of the campaign ; and I have not failed to convey to 
Her Majesty's Government my testimony to the heartiness and en­
thusiasm witl1 which those sentime11ts were offered for Her Majesty's 

acceptance. 

I have been honored with the Queen's commands to make kno\vt1 
the gratifi~ation \vith which She has received these proofs of the i11-

terest which is1'elt by· the Inhabitants of the Colony, in the succes:· 
of Her Majesty's Arms and those of Iler Allies. 

The inevitable effect of continued hostilities upon so vast a scale, 
in the enhanced cost of articles of subsistence, has been peculiarly 
experienced in a Colony whose Inhabitants depend so ~xtensiv_ely for 
their ~upplies, upon the imported produce of other countri€s. 

A lthough the advantages which ~ere reasonably to be anticipa­
ted from the Reciprocity Treaty with the United States, and its sub­
sidiary enactments have, i11 this respect, bee11 n1aterially neutralized 
at the outset of the system it established, yet ample proof has been 
afforded of the benefit whicl1 the measure is calculated to confer 

• 
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15th January, 1856~ 

H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, ESQUIRE·, Governor . 

.. 
upon the E ·xport Trade of the Colony by th-e comparative increase 

i·n· the quantity of our Staple P-ro.duce which has latterly found a_ 
market in th.e ports of the Union. 

When the unfavorable circumstances to which I have adverted· 
shall have ceased to operate, we may confidently hope that these ad­
vantages wilt become permanent and~ more generally diffused ; not 
only promoting the interests of Com1nerce and Capital, but sub-. 
stantial'Iy ameliorating the conditi-on of our Fishermen. and_ other in:-·· 
dustrial classes of the Population .. 

. lmmedi·ately upon: the receipt of· H 'er MaJesty's approval of· the~ 
Treaty Act,_ \vhich was transmitted· to the Local Government, withi: 
no longer delay than. unavoidably resulted from the connectjon_ of the: 

measure· with the Foreign Relations of the Mother Co_untry,. the ne­
cessary· steps were taken for giving practical effect to its .. provisions; ·, 

. . . 
and I shall cause to- be laid before yo·u a communication which I 
have receiv.ed· from~ Her M·ajesty's Minister at Washington,. placing 
me in possession of the Act of the President of the United SJates by· 
which. those provisions are -. declared to h-e in force in. that C.,Quntry .. 

The efforts 01 the Government have been.directed to-a reduction, 
of· the heavy burthen which, for many years past, . has been_ entailed, 
upon the Public Funds under th~ designation of '' R.elief of the 
Poor.:'~ 

But notwithstanding· the favorable results of.the .Shore Ji,ishery;. 
and a decided improvement in the Potato Crop throughout the Co- . 
lony, the rise in the cost of other Food has . presented a serious ob-.. 

stacle to that immediate and ~ff ectual reform of the system, . which; 
might other,vise have been accomplished. Care has, however, been, 

taken, in the allotment of pecuniary assistance, to promote the two- . 
fold object of rendering the Expenditure as reproductive as circum~ ­

stances would allow ; and of averting the debasing .influences of a . 

· purely gratuitous relief, by affording timely employment in public, 

''rork to those whose destitute condition, if not thus assisted, there 

was good reason to anticipate .. 

.By a Despatch from the Secretar-y of State, w-hich. will he .1~aid~ 

before you, you will learn that Her Majesty's Government are anxi­

QU~ to establish a system by which., the cost of erecting. an.d main.~ 

. .... -
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15th January, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA. 

~aining Light Houses, situated in the great tracl{s of Commerce, 
may be more equally imposed upon the Shipping deriving benefit 
therefrom . 

It is the intention of the Imperial Government that the Light 
House about to be erected upon Cape Race, should be maintained 
under this plan ; and the ready adoption of the system, the advan­
tages of which, to this Colony, can scarcely, I think, be doubted, 
may not improbably lead to its extension to the Light already es­
tablished upon Cape Pine. 

Personal communication between the Government and the chief 
promoters, of the important project, which l1as received the sanction 
and encouragement of the T .. egislature for connecting Europe and 
America by Electric Telegraph through the city of St. John's, jus­
tifies the expectation that notwithstanding a recent disaster which has 
retarded the operations of the Company, the year upon which we 
have just entered will witness, not only the establishment of the con­
templated con1munication between this Colony and the American 
Continent, but also the initiation of direct intercourse by Steam with 
the United Kingdom, without which, indeed, the great object of se- . 
curing the rapid and regular transmission of intelligence across the 
Atlantic Ocean could not for some time to corr1e be accomplished. 

There are not wanting practical .and experienced observers who 
believe that the obstacles to such a project, whicl1 are attributed to 
the peculiarities of our situation and cli111ate, are even Jess formida­
ble tl1an those encountered in a similar service upon the shores of 

the neighbouring continent. 

Should this opinion prove well founded, this Colony will at lengtl1 
receive the due advantage of its unrivalled geographical a~d com­
mercial position ; son1e conception of which may be derived trom 
the simple fact, that its annual Exports-the produce of the sea 
alone, and probably undervalued at a million and a quarter-are the · 
results of the hardihood and skill of no 1nore than some 410,000 of its 

-\ 

inhabitants, and even those employed. during only a portion of the 
year. 

The belief that valuable Minerals ex.ist in favorable situations 
in more than one quarter of the Island~ has rece11tly acquire9 

ll 

• 
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15th January, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

strength ; and the per1nission of the Government to search for, and 
work, such deposits, has been ·eagerly applied for in several instan­
ces. 

While fully sensil.le of thP. importance of developing such pro­
mising sources of public and private \Vealth, it has appeared to my 
Gove.rnment desirable to avail itself of your advice as to the course 
which it may he expedient tp adopt for this purpose, and for the pre­
lirninary object of endeavouring to ascertain-approximately at least 
-the extent and value of our resources of this nature. 

Information which has been obtained from various quarters, 
with a view to the encouragement of the Export Trade in Herrings, 
:and an in1provement in the method of cure, will be communicated to 
you. From the correspondence on the subject you will learn that 
your desire to foster this important branch of the Fisheries, as 
indicated by a money vote in your last Session, has received due 
:attention fron1 the Government . 

. Mr. Speaker, and Gent·lemen of the House of .fi.sse!lnbly :-

The Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure for the present 
,year, will be laid before you. 

I rely upon your usual liberality to n1ake adequate provision for 

the pub lie service. 

'fhe facility with whicl1 the additional Loan sanctioned by the 
~ct of last .sessi-0n has been obtained, affords satisfactory proof of 
the estimation in which the credit of the Colony continues to be held. 

It is believed that advantage and convenience in the conduct 
.of future financial operations \\ould result from the Consolida­
tion of ·a portion of the Public Debt now secured undP-r several 
:separate enactments ; and I have to invite your concurrence in a . 
measure for this purpose, which will be submitted to you on behalf 
of the Government. 

The true interests of a Colony, many of whose resources are 
~omparatively undeveloped, but which is undoubtedly attracting the 
attention of Capitalists, will not admit of a total neglect of measures 
.of internal and local improvement. Not only main lines of. inter­
course; but those roads by .. which transit and corilmunication be- -
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15th January, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, StxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cT0Ii1A,· ... 

tween the Settlements upon the Coast and the country adjacent to, 
them may be facilitated, are especially obJects which, in the pecu-· 
liar circumstances of our working population, loudly call for sufficient 
and systematic appropriations. i 

Whatever the amount of expenditure for this and other purposes·, 
. whicl1 you may see fit to sanction, I venture· strongly to, urge upon 

you the adoption of the sound principle of at once equalizing your 
.annual income with that expenditute .. 

I commend the question of Public Education to. yQllr continued~ 

support ; and I trust that you may find·· it compatible witl1 other 
claims upon the Public Funds to extend an increased measure of 
encouragement to improvements .. in.Agriculture, and th.e intr_oduction:: 
of superior breeds of Stock . 

.. ltlr. Presideftt, and Honorable Gentlemen of the.Legislat~ .. Council :: 

~fr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of .11.ssembly~-:-·-.. 

In reviewing the state· ol the Colonial Law, cert~in alterations .. 
intended to adapt it more perfectly to the requirem.ents of th.e various:) 
classes of society, appear desirable. 

The measures \vhich will 00 sub1nitted'. to you for this . purpose , 
relate to the administration of Justice, to the amendment of the· 
La\v of Evidence, and to the legalization of the principle of·' Limit- .. 
ed Liability in Co-partnerships, whether for special objects or ordi­
nary purposes of' Trade : Their importance to the commu~ity af-· 
fords ample assurance that they will receive patient and attentive 
consideration at your hands. 

The \Vant of some effective local: organization for· the better· · 
management and improvement of 'rowns and Communities, and the 
establishment of such sanatory and other regulations as usually . 
. exist in wealthy and populous Cities, is very generally acknowledged ;·~ 

and as it seems but j,ust to th.e inhabitants of the CQlony at large , .. 
that these and similar objects of a purely local character sl1ould be--

. ' 

provided for from local resources, I trust that your present Session. 
will not terminate without the completion of a measure by which these 
principles may be carried into operation .. 

• 

( 
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15tli and 17th Janua1·y, 1856~ 

Il1s ExoELLENCY CHAR·£ES HENRY· DARLlN-G, EsQu·i-RE" Governor. 

Th~ Constitution of· the (j-overnment now happily adn1its of the 
fr(P,est interchange of opinion between theCrown and the other Branches 
of the Legjslature ; and. I earnestly .. hope that in the exercise of this. 
advantage, our united efforts may, '\vith the blessing of Providence,_ 
result in the in.creased prosperity of all classes of the People. 

Ordered-That a Select Com1nittee be .appointed· to draft an1 
Address to His Excellency the Governor in answer thereto-and. 

Ordered-That the Honorable Messrs. Tobin, Rogerson, and. 
~~:u1erson, be. a Committee for that purpose .. 

Ordered-That the Speech be printed: . 

• I 

Select committee tc"' 
draft Address to t h.e 
Goyernor in rep I y to. 
his Sp~ecb. 

On motion made and secoilded; the House adjourned-until Thurs~ House adj~urna .... 
day next, , at 3 o~ clock, p .• M • . 

TH.URSD.fl.Y,. 11tli JJJ.NU.fl.RY., 1856~ . 

'fhe House met pursuant to adjournment .. 
' ' 

PRESENT: . 

The Hono 1rable LAURE±'I-eE O'BRIEN, Ei~eside~t; . 
q J AMl~S- 1.,0BIN· 
(( JOHN ROCHFORT 
H JOHN l\'.IUNN~ 
" GEC)RGE II. EMERSO·N; 

~ " •SA1\iUEL CARSON 
'' J Al\'.IES FURLONG·· 
'' THOl\!IAS ROW 
'c PIIILIP DUGGAN· 
" J-A1''.IES. J. ROGERSON: 
" J ·A1'1ES COR,~'.lACK 

rrhe Minutes of Tuesday: last were read .. .. 

The I-Ionorable l\'I r. Ton 1 N, from the SelectCommittee appointed} 
co prepare an Address to llis Excellency the Governor in answer tn1 
his Spee~h at the opening of the Session, presented a draft. thereofo . 

Ord<;rcd-That the same be received . 
. 

rl~he Addres~ 'vas then read a first time~and .. 

Bouse !Jleets" 

S1tlPcr . {'omr~i rr ~.~. r ie, . 

port d1 nft of A.Jci r&sG. .., 
to th e Gon• rt llH' in re, ... 
ply tv h is S pced1. 
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Notice of motion to 
1uepend 35th · Rule of 
the House. 

µouse in Committee 
on privilege. 

1-louBe a.~ourna. 

House meets. 

Members pre1eot. 

• 

, 
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.1. '.'h and 18th January, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA . 

Ordered-That it be read a second time to-morrow . 

The Honorable Mr. ToBIN gives notice, that he will to-morrow 
move the suspension of the 35th Rule of the House with reference 
to the said Address. 

Ordered-That the said Address be printed. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Row, the Hous·e went into 
Committee on privilege-

The Honorable Mr. ·RocHFOB.T in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman i·eported the following Resolution :­

Resolved,-That the Usher of 'the Black Rod be directed to 
apply to the Chairman of the BOard of Works for the Keys of the 
Chambers of Her Majesty's Legislative Council in the Colonial 
Building. 

Or~ered-That the report be 'received and adopted. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to­
morrow at 3 o'cloclc, P. M • .. 

FRJDJJ.Y, 18th J.flNU.llRY, 1856e 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, Presidentf 
'' JOHN ROCHFORT 
,, JAMES TOBIN 
'' SA·MUEL CARSON 

' '' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
·' THOMAS ROW 
'' JAJ\'.IES J. ROGERSON 
c. PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' JOHN MUNN • 

-· ~ . . 
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18th January, 1856. 

· His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

The Minutes of yesterday 'vere read . 
• 

The Usher of the Black Rod, on being called on by the Presi­
dent of the Council, reported-That in compliance \vith the direc­
tion he received yesterday, he had waited on the Chairman of the 
Boarq of Works, and that that gentle1nan · informed him that he 
would to-morrow consult the Board on the subject of the app1ication 
made to hin1, and would communicate the result as soon as possible. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Address to the Governor 
in reply to His Excellency's Speech on opening of the Session, was 
read a second time. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion of the Honorable Mr. ToBtN, 
it was 

Ordered-That the 35th Rule of the House be suspended with 
reference .to the said Address. 

Whereupon the House went into Committee. thereon-

The Honorable Mr. MUNN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Address without amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received . 
.. 

The Address was ~hen read a third time and passed. 

Ordered-That the same be engrossed. 

The Address is as follows: 

To His Excellency CHARLES HENRY DARLING
1 

Esquire, Governor and Co1nma1ider-in-Chief 
in and over the Isla1id of · N ewfoundland 
and its Dependencies. 

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Legislative 
Council of Newfoundland, in General Assembly convened, respect ... 
fully thank Your ExceUency for the most gracious Speech with 
which you have been pleased to open the present Session of the Le­
gislature. 

' 

Report of Usher of th8 
Black Rod respecting 
Keye of ~ouucilCham­
ber. 

Addren to the Gov ... 
ernor read 2d time. 

35th Rule of theHous~ 
auepended. 

Address reported .. - . 

-read 3d Lime and 
pa~sed. 

\ 
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18th January, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORI N., 

1.-W e acknowledge with gratitude the kind consideration for 
our personal convenience which has influenced Your Excellency in 
su1nmoning the Legislature to meet on the present occasion, and at 

this season. 
' 

2.-W c have hailed 'vi th deep gratific~tion and thankfulness to 
that Power by whom Kings reign, the successes which have attend­
ed the arms of our Gracious Queen and those of Her brave Allies; 
in the \Var in which our country is engaged; and although the in­
habitants of this Colony feel sensibly the present enhanced cost of 
the articles of subsistence consequent upon the magnitude of such 
\var, a11d regret thP necessity which occasions it, they do not murmur 
at the pressure \vhich falls upon them as component parts of an Em:-~ 

pire engaged in a just and defensive struggle. 

3.-We feel confident that when the-· Reciprocity Treaty with 
the United States, and the enactments subsidiary thereto, shall have 
been sufficiently long in operation to permit them to exercise their 
legithnate effects upon commerce, they will result in permanent ad-.. 

, vantages to the Colony. 'Ve thank Your Excellency for the promise 

to lay before us a con1munication upon the subJect, from Her_ Ma-­
jesty' s l\'Iinister at Washington. 

4.-We rejoice to find . that the efforts of the Government hav·e.; 
bee11 directed to a reduction of the heavy burthen which has been . ., 

• 
entailed upon the Public Funds, under the designation of ''Relief · 

of the Poor." 
• 

Whilst we are strongly impressed \vith the necessity of reducing. 
such expenditure, and are sensible of the difficulties which surround. 
the subject, we are assured that the proper principle upon which Gov- . 
ernment aid should be applied, \vhether viewed in a fiscal, social or ~ 

rnoral light, is to require fro1n the recipient,. whenever practicable, a . 
return in labor for the relief extended. 

5.-To the Despatch of the Secretary of State on the important . 
n~atters connected \vith the inaintcnance of Light Houses upon our 
Coast, \Ve shall devote our best attention. 

l 

6.-'VP. participate "\vi th Your Excellency in the sanguine ex­
pectation that vast benefits viill result to this Colony fro1n the com-
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18th January, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Gover·nor-•. 

pletion of the line of Electric Telegraph between St. ·John's and the 

American Continent, and the establishment of direct intercourse by· 
Steam with the United Kingdom; and we ardently 11ope that the 
realization of those expectations is not far distant .. 

7.-0ur best endeavours shall be used to enco·urage, by pru·dent. 
and liberal legislation, the developement of the Mineral and other· 
resources of the Colony,. in the belief that by the estab1ishm.ent of' 
every new branch of industry,. a fresh field for the employment of our· 

pop.ulation, and for the increa.Se of the wealth of the Colony, will be· 
opened. 

8.-We are glad to find· that the Legislatio-n of last SessiQ.n 
with. reference to. the He~ring Fishery ,.l1as.received due attention from. 

the Government =~ 

We entertain a conviction that that Branch of our Fisheries: 
enly requires care and good management to become a. profitable· 
item in the general trade· of the, Colony·. 

9.--The. several important m.atters connected with· our Financial 
eondition, and referred to by Your Excellency,. shall receive our· .. 
earnest attention. with a desire so· to legislate upon them, that­
whilst taxation shall fall as lightly as possible upon its Inhabitants, 
and the public credit be maintained-the internal improv~ments of 
the Colo.ny shall n.ot be·. neglected.~ 

w ·e fully reco.gnize. the necessity· for providing for P ·ublic Edu •. 
.. cation, . and for encouraging Agricultural pursuits ; ~nd we shall 

cheerf:ully concur in such appropriations for these objects as.the Re .... 
venue will afford, as well as for providing for the systematic and ef-­
ficient construction and reparation of main and other Roads ; for · 
we are of opinion that good thoroughfares are indispensable for the· 
cultivation of the soil and the comfort and enjoym.ent of the Inhabi-. 
tants of the Country.v 

10.-W e shall be· prepared' to apply our· best consideratinn t()r 
the state of our Colonial Laws, and the Administration of Justice, 
as well as to the most efficient and economical m_ethod of providing . . 
for the Government and Sanatory improvement of our pri11cipa~ 

To,vns, with the view of ei1acting such laws~ as .. we shalt considat,. 

• 

.. 
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,House adjourns. 

Hoaie meell. 

Members preeeatll 
. . 

LPtter from ,thl' Chair­
n>oo of the Board of 
\\1 orks, oo the subject 
of the charge of the 
ke} s of the Council 
Chambt'rl. 

18· ~ 

18th and 21st January, 1856. 
I 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORI .\. 

best calc~lated to promote the security, health and happiness of the 
Inhabitants ot this ancient Colony. 

011 motion made and seco11ded, the House adjourned until Mon- · 
day next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

MONDAY, 21st J.!J.NUJJ.RY, 1856. 

The ~ouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES 'l.,OBIN " ·- ; 

'' JOHN ROCHFORT 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' JOHN l\IUNN ... .. . 

' ' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOMAS ROW , 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' J .AMES FURLONG 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON ) 

· The Minutes of Friday last were read. 

The Honorable the PRESIDENT of the Council laid before the 
House the following communication, which he had received from the . 
Chairman of the Board of Works. 

Office of Board of Works, ·~ 
January 21, 1856. 5 

SIR,- · 

I have the honor to inform you in reply to your request, 
that the Keys of that portion of the Colonial Building occupied by 
the Honorable the Legislative Council, should be taken fron1 the 
Keeper of the Building and delivered to some person under the im­
mediate control of the Council ; that under the Act of the last Ses­
sio11 of the Legislature for the constitution of the Board of 'Vorks, 
all the Public Buildings of the Colony are placed under the manage­
ment of the Board, and, as Chairman, under my immediate care. 

• 



• 
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21st January, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

The Board having power to appoint Keepers to the Buildings, 
have appointed Mrs. Delaney the Keeper of the Colonial Building, 
and I respectfully submit, under the cjrcu1nstances, that I am not 
by La\v authoriffed to deprive the Keeper of the charge of the Key's 
\vithout some ground of complaint being first established against 
her. 

At the same time Mrs. Delaney has been instructed to afford 
·a11y necessary access to the Council Apartments, to their Officers, " 
and to place the Keys in your hands when required, subject to the 
considerations mentioned, while you are aware that the safety of the 
Building requires that they should be kept in the Building. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) EDMUND HANRAHAN, 

Chairman. 

After some discussion on the subject of the forP.going Letter, 
the Master in Chancery attendant on the Council, was called upon 
by the President, for his opinion on the matter referred to therein. 

Whereupon the Master in Chancery delivered the following 
• • op1n1on.:-

I am of opinion that, by the 18th and 19th Victoria, Cap. 7, 
c·onstituting a Board of Works, the said Board · are invested only 
with the superintendence, management and supervision of (amongst 
other public property) the Colonial Building. 

Under such authority I apprehend the Legislature intended only 
to provide for the general safe keeping of the Building, its ex­
ternal repairs, and general maintenance: And as this-Building has 
been constru<!ted for the express use of the several Branches of the 
Legislature and Departments of the Government, it seems plain that 
those Branches of the Legislature and those Departments of the 
Gqvernment are entitled to exercise full and exclusive control over 
the apartments appropriated to their respective use, subject merely 
to such Bye-Jaws, Rules and Regulations for the general safe keep­
ing of the B uilding as the the Board may legally make, ·pursuant to 
the 7th Section of the Act . . 

• 

Opinion of the M1u1te r 
in Chancery ret11pect­
iog lette t from C trnir ­
man of Hontd of \Vo! ks 

• 



i-Iouse in Comm·ittee 
on privilege~ 

Chairman reports T&• 
solutions-

Resp~cting charge of 
Council Cbatvbers 

and 

Puhli~hing reports of 
the House. 

~1st January, 1856 . 
. 

SECOND SESSION, StxTH GENE·RAL AssEMBLY, 19th VlcT·oR·IA~ 

I think, however, that un·der the Act the Keeper of this Build­
ing should be allowed and hav·e access to all the Apartments at 
proper hours, to be enabled to see to its general security· . 

• 
(Signed) BR YAN RO·BINS-0 -N, 

Master-in-Chancery attendant 

on t·he Legislative Council~ 

. On motion of th·.e Hon<>rab.Je. Mr. Row, the Ho.use- went into* 
C~mmittee on p.rivileg~e -

The Honorable Mr. CA.RSON. in the· Chair .. 

After some tim.e the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the f ollo,wing resolutions :~-

Resolved,-Tl1at the Keep·er of this Building he·, and she ig; 
hereby required by this House, to deliver to: the order of the Hon-­
orable the President of this .House, the Keys of the· Legislative. 
Council Chamber and of the adjoining ap.artments appropriated t~ 
the us.e of this. Branch of the L.egislature. 

Resolved,-That the Usher of the B'lack .Rod be instructed to~ 
cause 'the Keys of the Legislative c ·ouncil and· of the apartments .. 
hitherto appropriated to its use, to be delivered, after the business 
of this House shall each day be closed,. to the Keeper of the Colo-­
nial Building, in order that during the n-ight the said Keeper may bev 
enabled to attend to. the safety of the whole Building .. 

Resolved,-That the Reports of this House be pub-lished", as· 
last Session, namely :-th·e Newfoundlander and Courier· N ewspa-­
pers, publishing from manuscript Reports ; and the E~press and 
Ledger, copying the same. 

Ordered-That the said Repo.rt be received and adopted •. 
• 

The Honorable the SoLIC'ITOR GENERAL acq.uainted the House~ · 
that the Governor would take an early opportunity of inform:ing the 
House at what time His Excellency would receive its Address in re-­
ply to His Speech . at the opening of the Session .. 



• 
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23rd and 25th January, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY D ·ARLING,.EsQUIRE, Governor . 

.. 
The Honorable the SoLICITOR G "ENE·RAL gives notice, that ho 

will to-morrow, bring in a Bill to amend the Law of Eviden.ce. 

On motion mad;e and seconded,, the Ho.use adjourned until 
Wednesday next~. at 3 o'clock, ~. M .• 

WED.NE.SD.llY,. 23rd' JJJ.NU.f.lRY, 1856: .. 

, The House met pursuant to. adjournment •. 

Tk.e Honof;ab.le LAUR.ENCE O'BRIEN, President.;, .. 
'' J .AMES TOBIN 
''· ·JOHN! ROCHFORT~ 
''~ SAMUEL. CARSON. 
'·' · THOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES J .. ROGERSON· 
'$~. GEORGE. H. EMER.SON~ 
'-' - JA.ME.S FURLONG 
S.(.. PHILIP DUGGAN. 

The Minutes of" Monday tast were read: . 

Pursuant to· notice, the Honorable Mr. EMERSON brought ih · a .. 
Bill to.amend the L .aw of Eyidence, .which .was read a first time-and, 

Ordered~To .. be read a. second. time on. Monday next, and to . be 
printed.,. · 

Notice of a Bill on the' 
Law of E•ideoce~ 

Bouie adjourn•~ . 

Boue meetl• , 

M:ember• preeent• . 

Bitl to emend the Llll\'"" 
of EvidPnc.--
Read 1.-t liwe . . 

On· motion· made and seconded, the . Ho.use adjourned, u11til.. Houpe adjourm: .. . 
Friday 11ext.,_. at 3 o'clock, P. M •. 

•FRID.IJ.Y, 25th J.!J.JVU.11.RY, 1856:~. 

The House met eursuant to adjournment .. 

I' 
,• 



Member.a present.~-

.. 

The Governor will re· 
ceive the tlouse with 
ita Addre1s to-day. 

.· 

rt_1overnor'a repl7. 

l,,Atter from thf' Re. 
port~r of tbeCounciJ­
R{~lid. 

!louse adjourn•. 

• 
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25th January, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA ~ 

PRESENT:-

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' JOHN ROCHFOR T 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' · JAMES J. ROGERSON • 
'' GEORGE H. El\'IERSON 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 

The Minutes of Wednesday last were read. 

The Honorable l\'Ir. EMERSON informed the House, that 1Iis 
Excellency the · Governor would. receive the Address of this House in 
reply to His Excellency's Speech on the opening of the Session, at a 
quarter past three o'clock to-d~y. 

, 

At ten minutes past three o'clock, the House proceeded to the 
Government House with its Address. 

At half-past three o'clock the IIouse having returned, the Hon­
orable the President reported, that His Excellency had been pleased 
to receive the said Address, a11d to return an answer thereto in the 

f ollo\ving words :-

.Mr. Presideiit, a1'id Honorable Ge1itlenien of the Legislative 
Council: 

I tl1ank you for this Address. It is gratifiying to me to find , 
that the several subjects which I have brought under your notice are 
regarded by you as deserving of your best attention; and I especially 
recognise the justice of tl1e principles by which you desire to govern 
your legislation in questions connected with the social and economi­
cal co11dition of the Colony. 

" 
Government House, 25th January, 1856. 

A letter from Mr. Talbot, the Reporter of the Council, on the 
subject of publishing the Debates and ProcP.edings of this House, 
was read by the Clerk by direction of the President . 

• 
On 1notion made and secoilded, the House adjourned until Mon­

day .next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

-

• 
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28th Ja·nuary, and 1st Jj'ebruary, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

J)f OND.8.Y, 28th JJJ.NUJJ.RY, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

·The H-0norahle LAURENCE O'BRIEN, Preside1.,,t .. 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES 'l.,OBIN . 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 

The Minutes of Friday last were read . . 
A letter from Mr. Seaton, on the subject of Publishing the De­

bates of the House in the Express .newspaper, was read by the Clerk, 
by direction of the President. 

On motion mad.e and seconded, the House adjourned until Fri-. 
day next, at 3 -o'cloc~ P. M. 

FRIDJJ.Y, 1st FEBR UJJ.RY, 1856. 

The aouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President, 
'' JAME'S TOBIN 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'~ THOMAS RO'V 
:c' S ... i\MUEL CARSON 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 

' 
The Minutes of Monday last were read. 

The Honorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL laid before the House, 
by command of the Governor, the following documents :-

' 

Hou1e meeU .. 

Member• preaont., 

Letter from Mr .. Sea· 
ton-
Read. 

Bouie adjouroe • 

House meett. 

Members pre1eot. 

\ 

• 

• 
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Docnment1 laid befor& 
the Hous8 by co1nmand 
of the Governor. 

Ri11 tn tU\'\.Pnd the Law 
of Evidaoce-
Reud 2d ·time. 

Membar1 present. 
• 

L·Ettter f"rom r be Re­
port.er o f theCouncH­
Read . 

.HBI to Amend the Ln w 
of EvidAnce­
Comu1itted. 

lst and 6th February, 1856~ 

SECOND SESSION, StxT.H GENERA'.L AssEMBLY, 19th. V1eToRIN<~ 

An Estimate of Annual Votes. for defraying part of the Expen:..­
ses of the Civil Government for the year 1856. 

The Fina11cial Statement of the affairs. of the· Colony for· the· 
year 1856. 

The Assets and~ Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st Decem­
ber 1855. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to\ Amend .. the Law of· 
Evidence was read a second time-and 

Ordered-To. be comn1itted on Wednesday next. 

On motion made and seconded~ the House adjourned until:. 
Wednesday next, at 3 o'clock,_ P. M. 

" 
WEDNESD.11.Y, 6lh FEBBU.11.RY, 1850 .. 

·The House met pursuant to adjo,urnment. 

PR.ESENT : . 

The Honor.able LAURENCE O'BRIEN., Presidentor.: 
'' JAM.ES TOBI~N 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON . 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES J. RO:GERS-ON~ 
'' THOl\'IAS RO·W 
'' JAMES FURL.ONG 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 

The Minutes of Friday last were read. 

.. 
I> 

A second letter from l'tlr. 'ralhot, th.e Reporter ot tlie Debates or·~· 

this House, on the subject of the publishing of the Debates, was. 
' . 

read to the House by direction of the President. 

Pursuant to the order of the dav, the House went into C ommit--
~ . 

tee on the Bill to amend the Law of E\1ide11ce-

The 1-Ionorable Mr. DuGGAN in the Chairo 

Alter some time tl1e House resumed .. 

• 
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' 7th February, 1856. 

1-l1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Gover·nor .. 

The Chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again: 
to-morrow. 

On motion made an.d seconded, the House adjottrned until' House -adjoaraL. 

t.o-morro\v, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

• 

·. 

. 
THURSDAY, 7th FE.BRU.ll.RY, 185.614 

':t'he House met pursuant to adjournment .. 

PRESENT:. 

Th;e llono1·able· LAURENCE O'BRIEN, P1~esident~. 
'' JAMES TORIN 
'' JOHN ROCHFORT 
'·'· GE<)RGE H. EMERSON-
'·'· PHILIP DUGGAN 
'~' JAME.S FURLONG' 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON: 

The Minutes of yesterday were read·. 

Pursuant to the order of the dav, the House went into. Commit-
~ . 

tee on the Bil1 to amend the Law of Evid.ence-

The 1-lonorable Mr. DuGGA.N in the Chair . . 

After some time the House resumed· .. 

The· Chair1nan reported progress, and asked· leave to sit again, .. 

House· meeta. 

BUI to Amend theLaw,, 
of Evid~nce-i­
Corruuitted •. 

On motion 9f the II0norahle l\'1.r. To·BIN, the House· went int<>. House in Ct>mmitte&? 
oo Privileg~-Co1n mittee on Privilege-

'l~he Honorable- Mr. Roc11F~R'f. in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

TI1e Chairman reported that the Com·mittee had agreedi to, the 
follovving Resolution, and recommended that a copy thereof be 
trans1nitted, by the Clerk, to the . Reporter of the Debates af· this 
!louse. 

-Re9~Jutioo repo.m~ .. 
ed-

.. 

• 



That th8 Reporter of 
the Debates of the 
Hoese be no longer 
employed iQ that ca· 
pacity. 

Notice of Bill to pro· 
•itie for the payment 
ef ExecLltor1, &c. 

Bouse adjouralo 

House meeta. 

.Members preseni. 

Notice of motion to 
appoint a Reporter. 

Bm to 11mf'od the Lnw 
of Evidenct'­
Co1nmiued-
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7th and 12th ~'ebrua1·y, 1856. 
SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA. 

Resolved.-That in consequence of the Reporter of this House 
liaving failed to comply with the unanimous Resolution of the CQun­

_'Cil, passed on the 21st January, (this Session) he be no longer em­
ployed in the capacity of Reporter to Her Majesty's Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered-That the said report be received and adopted. 

The Honorable SoLICITOR GENERAL gives notice, that on 
Tuesday next he will bring in a Bill to provide for the payment of 
Executors and Administrators, and to arnend and facilitate the prac­
tice on the Probate side of the Supreme Court. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned u11til 
Tuesday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M • . 

TUESD.11.Y, 12th FEBRUJJ.RY, 1856 . . 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 

• 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' GEORGE H. El\'IERSON 
'' JAMES 'l1 0BIN 

~he Minutes of Thursday last were read . 
. 

f 

The Honorable Mr. ToB 1 N gives notice, that to-morrow he will 
move that a Reporter of the Debates and Proceedings of this I-louse 
be appointed. 

Pursu~nt to the order of the day, ~he House went into Commit­
tee on the Bill to Amend the La"' of .Evidence-

'fhe Honorable Mr. DuGGAN in the Chair. 

After so1ne time the House resumed. 



.. 

12th and 18tli February, 1856. 

H1~ ~~9~L~~~PY CH.AR~Es HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, GovernQr. 

' 
~l)e QhaJrman reported the Bill with some amendm.ents. 

Ordered-That the said Report be received. 

Ordered-That the Bill, as amended, be engrossed and read a 
third time to-:morrow. 

-Reported. 

On inotion made and seconded, the HQuse adjourned until M,on- Hoa•• ~djouraa., 
·day next, .at 3 o'clock, P. M~ ~ 

MONDJJ.Y, 18th FEBRUARY, 1856~ 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

P :RESENT: 

'The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES 1.,0BIN 
-~' JOHN ROCHFORT 
'' 'THOMAS ROW 
"'' GE<>RGE H. EMERSON 
,,, JAMES J.' ROGERSON 
'' · SAMUEL CARSON 
.,, PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES FURLONG 

Tihe Minutes of Tuesday last were read.b 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to :amend the Law of 
Evidence was read a third time and passed. 

Ordered-That tlie title thereof be '' An Act to an1end the 
Law of ·Evidence." 

· Whereupo·n .the President sig.ned the san1e, and the saidAct was 
...-iak·en by the Master-in-Chancery to the House of Asse1nbly tor 
their concurrence. 

P.ursuant to notice, the Honorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL 

'br-0ught in a Bill to provide for the payment of Executors and Ad~ 

' 

13i11 to amend the Law 
of Evidence-
Read 3rd time and 
passed. 

Bin to proYide for th1 
payment of Executort;J, 
Read lst time, 

"" . 

• 



.. 

. ., 

Cc.tumlldated Account 
Current of Receipts 
and Payments laid be· 
fortJ the House. 

Nol ic~ of Bill for traos­
fen it~ l'! Property Yest· 
f'ld fo th~ Ordnance to 
tb~ Sec1elatry of State. 

.llowae adjouraa. 

Bill to , transft"r Ord­
suu1ce Property to the 
s~·c1 etary of State 
brought in Hnu-
Rerad 1st tinit>. 

House adjourh•~ 

' 

' 
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18th and 20th February, 1856. 
.. -

SECOND SEss10N, SrxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cToll1A • 

• 
ministrators, and for regulating the practice of the Probate side of 
the Supreme Court, which was read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow,and to be printed. 

The Honorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL laid before the 
House, by command of the Governor, a Consolidated Account Current 
of Receipts and Payments for the year ended 31st December, 1855. 

The llonorable Mr. ToBIN gives notice that he will, to-morrow, 
bring in a Bill for transferring to one of Her Majesty's Principal Se­
cretaries of State the Powers and Estates vested in the Principal 
Officers of the Ordnance. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until 
Wednesday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

... 

fVEDNESD.!1.Y, 20th FEBRUJ1RY, 18560. 

, The House met pursuant to adjournm.ent .. 

PRESENT ~ 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President~ 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN. 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' JA~IES J. ROGERSON. 

· '' JA1'iES FURLONG 

The Minutes of Monday last were- read;. 

Pursuant to notice, the Honorable Mr. ToBIN brought in a Bill: 
for transferring to one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries o( 

State the Powers and Estates vested in the principal Officers of the 
Ordnance, which was read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time on Friday next, and to be 
printed. 

On rnotion made and ~econded, the llouse adjourned until Fri:-­
day next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

' 

• 

• 



22nd February, 1856. 

H ·1sE·xcELLENCY CHARLE.S HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor~. 

FRIDAY,. 22d~ FEBRUARY, 1856; .. 

The I-louse_ met P.ursuant to adj9urnment .. • 

PRE~ENT : :-

The. Horiorable LAU~RE'NCE .. O'BRIEN, PresidentL 
'' JAMES TOBIN. 
'~· JOHN ROCH:i.,OR T." 
''· J.A.MES FURLONG 
'~-. PHII"'lP DUGGAN 
''-·· JAMES J. ROGERSON: 
'~· THOMAS ROW 
''~ GEORGE H. EMERSON 

The Minutes of Wednesday last were read: . .. 

A letter from . Mr. Talbot, . t.h·e late Reporter of, the Debates of· 
this House in explanation of his former letters, having been-. submit-. 
ted by th~ Pr.esidcnt,. and .read: by the Clerk,. it was- -

Resolved~-That the late Rep0rter having by letter of ·the 20th·~ 

inst. submitted to the Resolution of the 21st January last, and hav- . 
ing undertaken to . conf arm· to the desire of the Council .. ih regard to . 
the publication of the Debates, l\'Ir. Thomas Talbot be re-appointed 
to the office of Reporter, subject to the directions as to publication, .. 
contained int the said . Resolution of the 21st January. last ... 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to provide for the . 
paym€nt of Executors and Adrninistrators, and .for regulating the 
practice on the Probate side of the Supreme Court, was read a se:-. 

co11d time-and: 

Ordered-To oc comn1itted on 'fuesday next~. 

Pu.rsuant to the orde~ of the day, the Bi·ll for tr an sf erring to one . 
of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, the Powers and 
Estates vested in the Principal Officers of the Ordnance,. was 

• I 

r.ead ·a second time-and . 

Ordered-To be committed on .Tuesday next .. 
" 

The I-Ionorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL laid before , tJie, 

Council, by command .. of tl1e Governor, the following messages :~-. 

House meets,. 

Members present: . 

Letter·from M 1· Talbot .t: 
the late Reporter­
Read •. 

RPsolutton-
'rhat the R~porter be.~ 
re-op pointed • . 

Bill to. provid~ for the ;.. 
puy m ... nt of "1,xecutors. 
-Read 2d time. 

Bill to tro m:iff"r Ord·:>. 
tumce Property lo thei,., 
Secretary of Sta~e~ -
Read ~d timeo . 

• 
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,, 

.. 

l\lessnge from the Go­
·v~rnor with des11ntch 
fr omSPcretary of Stute 
No. 12, of 21st Dec., 
1855. 

M essn~e from the 
Governor transmitting 
copy of Act of the 
President of the U. S. 
on the su bjPct of Free 
Trnde withNe.wfound· 
lund. 

Messnge from the 
Gov~rnor t ra nsm itt iog 
corresporJC~euc~ re!Ht­
ing to theExport'rrude 
iu Herriugs, &c. 

Documents ~aid before 
the House by comn'aUd 
of lhe GovtJrnor. 
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22nd Jl'ebrua1·y, 1856. 
SECOND SES SI ON' SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19th VICTORIA. 

c. II. DARLING. 
. 

The Governor transmits, for the inf orn1ation of the Legis-
lative Council, the copy of a Cir<;ular Despatch from 1-Ier l\'iajesty's 
Secretary of S_tate, inviting the co-op~ration of the Legislature of 

Newfoundland, in certain arrangements contemplated by 1-Ier l\la­
jesty's Government, for providing the necessary funds for sending 
home to the Colonies to which they belong, Seamen arriving in 

Great Britain from the North American Provinces i11 a destitute 

condition. 

Government House, 20th February, 1856. 

C. H. DAnLING. 

The Governor transmits to the Legislative Council, the copy 
of a T ,etter· addressed to hi1n by Her Majesty's Minister at Washing­
ton, enclosing a · copy of the Act of the President of the United 
States, declaring the provisions of the Treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain, of the 5th J·une, 18541, to be in force as res­
pects the Colony of Newfoundland, from the 12th of Decernher last. 

Gover111nent House, 20th February, 1856. 

c. H. DARLING. 

The Governor transmits, for the information of the Legislative 
Council, a copy of a Correspondence with Her Majesty's Govern­

ment, '\ivith Her Majesty's Minister at Washington, and Iler Majesty's 
Consuls and Vice-Consuls at several Ports in the United States, con­
taining much interesting infor1nation relating to the Export 'I1rade· in 
Herrings, and the best mode of preparing that article for the various 

markets to which it is consigned. 

Government I-louse, 20th February, 1856. 

The Honorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL also lays before the 
House, by command of the G-overnor, the follo\ving Documents :-

.A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 
9th Jan~ary, 1856, transrnitting an Order in Council prohibiting the 

·~ 

exportatio-a of Salt Petre and other Chemical Salts, from England 
to the N ortl1 A1nerican and West l11dia Colo11ics. · 

• 
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2211d a1id 26tli Feb1~uary, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Gove1"1ior. 

A Despatch from the President Administering the Government 
of Montserrat,. dated 16th July, 1855, on the subject of Free Trade 
bet\vee11 that Island and the British North American Provinces . . .. 

The· Post-Master-General's Special Report, dated 26th July, 
1855, on the Local Postal arrange111ents of the Colony. 

Statement of the affairs of the St. John's Marine Insurance 
·Company for the year ending 15th January, 1856. 

Proceedings of l\ir. Henry Knight, while employed at Cape 
.John (between 9th July and 13th August, 1855) in the protection of 
the · Fisheries. · 

... 

O·n motion made and seconded, the House adjourned u11til Houae adjoutncr 

'Tuesday next., at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

TUESDAY, 26th, FEBRUJlRY, 1856. 

:The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

The Hono1~able LAURENCE O'BRIEN, Preside1it~ 
'' GEOR(iE II. El\'JERS<)N 
.,, JAMES FURLONU 

• '' PlIILil:> DUGGAN .. 
' ' TI-101\'l .. .\S IlOW 
'' J i\1''.IE S J. It() GER SON 
'' J .c\1'f E 8 1.,() BIN 
'' S . .\l\IUEL CARSON 

The l\'linutes of Friday last were read.. · 

The 1-Ionorahle the SoLICITOR GF.NERAL laid before the House, 
by co1nmand of. the Governor, the following l\!essage from His Ex­
-ccllency :-

C. II. DARLING. 

The Governo·t transn1its to the Legislative Council, the 
copy of a Circular D<:!spatch from Her Majesty's Secretary of State, 
~ntaining the views of Her Majesty's Government with rcfere11ce 

House meats. 

)!embers present. 

l\I essege from tbs Go7' 
Vernor traosm!ttiog 
despatch respectiug 
erP.ction of Ligbt 
I-louse, &c. 

• 

.· 



• 

• 

• 

t 

Two deopatchett laid 
on the tub le on the 
proposed erection of a 
Light House on Cape 
Rue&. 

Lirnit.ed Partnership's 
BBi brought up and 
Rl'~U lst tim6. 

Tranefer or Ordnance 
Propet'ty Bill­
-Committed-

-Reported. 

Notico of motion. 

26th Febriiary, 1856. 

SECOND. SESSION, StXTII GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA~, 

to the establishment of a system .by \vhich Light Houses and Light 

Vessels in the Colonies may he erected and maintained by means of 
Tolls levied on the V cgsels which derive benefit from the J_jghts ; 

whether those vessels go to Ports in the Colony in which .the Light 
is situate, or not, and inviting the co-operation and assistance of the _ 
Local Authorities in carrying that system into effect .. 

Governn1ent House, 26th February, 1856'. 

The Honorable the SOLICITOR GENERAL also.laid before the:· 
House, by com1nand of the Governor,-

T"vo Despatches from the Secretary of State, with enclosures, =­

on the subject of the Light ~ouse proposed to be erected on Cape 
Race, dated 6tl1. October a:n<l 2nd . November, 1855. 

A deputation from the House of Assembly bro.ught up a Bill~ 

for the concurrence of this House, entitled ''An Act to provide for.· 
lin1ited Partnerships, 1

,. which \Vas read a first time--:-and 

Ordere<l-T.o~ be read a second time to-morrow, and to , be . 
pri~ted .. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Commit-­
tee on the Bill for transferring to one of Her Majesty's Secretaries . 

of State, the Powers and Estates vested in. the Principal Officers. of. . .. . 

the Ordnance-

'~rhe I-1.onorablc Mr. RoGERSON in the Chair;_ , . 

After so1ne time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bi IL \Vithout amendmento _ 

Ordered-That tho Report be received . . 

Ordered-That the said Bill he engrossed, and. r.ead a third time · 
on Frich1y next .. 

The I-fonorahlo Mr. Ton1N·gives notice, that on Friday next he 
will n1ove that the Organ of the Executive Government in this House 
he requested to obtain and lay before the Council the follo\ving in"' 
formation, viz. :~--

Th~ nJ.rnrs of all G1·and Jurors for the · Central District on the ; 



29th Feb1~·uary,. 1856~ 

H1s~ExcELLENCY CH'A.RLE·s HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE-, Gover·nor.i. 

1st November, ~852; also-the naines of all Magistrates who· 
received Corr1missions of the Peace during Mr. Hamilton's Govern- . 
ment-the-reasons for tlieir appointment, and· by whom recommended .. 

On motion made and ~econded·, the House adjourned. until Fri~~ House adj9urt11,. 

day; next, at 3 o'clock, P. M .•. 
' 

• 

FRJD.9.Y, 29th FEBRU.9.RY, 1856'~. 

The H .ous.e met. pursuant to adjournment .. 

The~ Horiorable · LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President;. 
'' GEOJ{GE H. EMEllSON, 
'' JAMES FlJRl_..ONG 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN~ 
' ·' THOl\'IAS ROW 
''· JAMES J. ROGERSON.; 

. 
The-Minutes of Ti1esday last \Vere read~ " 

The· President of the (~ouncil announ.ced to · the House" the,. 

decease of the Venerable Archdeacon Bridge, this morning, and 
suggested, as a 1nark. of respect and of the estimation in \vhich he 
'vas held by all classes of the comm.unity, that the House should. 
adjour11 until after his intcrn1ent_:_ 

Whereupon it was moved by the Honorable Mr~ . Emerson, , 
' 

seconded by the llonorable Mr. Rogerson, and carried accordingly- . 

House maet& . 
• 

Members.-preceat.i 

,. 

That this IIousc· adjourn .until Tuesday next, at 3 o'c.Iock, P..MC> . House. adj?un-n·ff~ -



• 

Bouse meet& 

1)1ember1 pre1eat. 

Bouse a~journ1. 

House meet• 

Members present. 

T1·nnef Pr of Ordnance 
Propt>rty Bill-
Read 3rd lime and 
passed. 

.34 
.. 

4th a11d 5th 1J1arch, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, StxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V.1cT,ORIA• 

. 
TUESDJlY, 4fth MARCH, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'RRTEN, P1'esident. 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 

The Minutes of Friday last were read. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned .. until 
to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M • 

WEDNE~D.!lY, 5th MJJ.1lCH, 1856. 

The House n1et pursuant to adjourninent. 

PRESENT: 

Tlie Honorable I.4AURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' J Al\f l~S 11 0BIN 
'' GE<>IlGE H. EMERSON 
'' SAMUEL CAR80N 
'' > PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' THO:l\ilAS llOW 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

l>ursuant to the order of the day, the Bill for transferring to 
one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State the Powers and 
Estates vested in the. Principal Officers of the Ordnance, was read 
a third time and passed-

Ordered-That the title of the said Bill, be ''An Act for 
transferring to one of Iler Mnjesty's Principal Secretaries of State 
the Powers and Estates vested in the Princip.al Officers of the 
Ordnance.'' 
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His EXCELLENCY (jHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Gove1·nor. 

Whereupon the Bill ~as signed by the President, and it \Vas 

taken to the House ot Assernbly, for concurrence, by the Master-in­
Chancery. 

A deputation from the House of Assen1bly brought up a 
Message, in the following words : 

Mr. President-

The House of .t\ssembly have passed the accompanying 
Address to Her Majesty the Queen, upon thP subject of our Fishery 
privileges in this Island and Dependencies, to which they respectfully 
request the concurrence of the Legislative Council. 

House of Assembly, 1 
28th February, 1856. ~ 

(Signed) A. SHEA, 

The said Address was read a first time-and 

Speaker. 

Ordered-To be read a second time on Monday next, and to be 
printed. ' 

Pursuant to the orcler of the day, the House 'vent into Com-
1nittee on the Bill to provide for the payment ot Executors and Ad­

. ministrators, .and to amend and facilitate the practice .on the Probate 
side of the Supren1e Court-

The Honorable Mr .. CARSON ' in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed . . 

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

• 

Message from the 
House of Assembly 
with Addres& to the 
Queen respectiD& the 
Fishedes. 

Address read 11& time. 

Pnyment of Execotora 
Bill-
Committed-

On motion made and seconded, the IIouse adjourned until House adjourns• 

to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. · 

THURSD.9.Y, 6th .M.llRCH, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. House meets,, 
\ 



Members present. 

Payment or Executor• 
Bill-
Committed-

Formation of Corpora­
tions Bill-
Brought up and­
Read 1st time. 

Letter from the Lord 
Bfahop of Newfound. 
)and, on the subjPct of 
the lnterrnent of the 
lateArthdeacon Bridge 

SB 

6th Ma11 ch, 1856. 
SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA~ 

PRESENT:-

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAM.ES TOBIN 
'' Tl-IOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES J. ltOGERSON 
'' GEORGE H. El\'JERSON 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JOHN llOCHFORT 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 

The Minutes of yesterday were read~ 

Pursuant to the order of the dav, the House went into Co·mrnit-· ., 

tee on the Bill to provide for the payment of Executors and Ad-
ministrators, and for regulating the practice on the Probate side o 
the Supreme Court-

The llonorable Mr. ROGERSON in th.e Chair. 

After so1ne time the House resumed. 

The Chairn1an reported progress, and asl{ed leave to.sit ag~in; 

to-morro'v. 

A deputation· from the IIouse of Assembly brought up· a Bil~ 

for the concurrence of this House, entitled ''An Act to authorize· 
th~ for1n1tion of Corporations for l\fanufacturing, l\fining, Mercan­
tile, Mechanical or Chen1ical purposes," which was read a first 
time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second ti"me to-morrow .. 

The follo\ving Letter fron1 the Lord Bishop of Newfoundland,, 
was read to the House bv direction of the President:-.. 

St. John's, 5th March, 1856 .. 

SIR,-
~ 

liaving been informed that your House, with oth~r Honor--
able Mf}mbers of the Council, did attend the remains of my dear 
friend, Archdeacon Bn.IDGE, to the grave, with express purpose Of 
she\ving the respect you entertained for his n1emory, I hope l may 

• 

, 
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6th a1id 7tli .March, 1856. 
' 

H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor-. 

be permitted, without unduly intruding myself upo,n your notice, to· 
express to yourself, Sir, and the other members of the Council, how 
highly and gratefully this mark~ of your consideration was apprecia­
ted by the sorrowing members of the late Archdeaco11's family as 
\Vell as by myself, who 

Have the honor to be, with much respect~ 

Sir, 

Your m·ost obedient Servant, 
• 

(Signed) ED:W ARD N·EWFOUNDLAND .. 

To the, Honora~le the Presi~ent t 
of Her l\'IaJ:esty's Council. ~ 

On motion made and seco.nded·, the· House adjourned· until Hcu111e adJouro.1". 

to.-m.orrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M.~ 

FRJDJJ.Y, 7th MJJ.RCH 1856.~ 

The House met pursuant to adjournment .. 

PRESENT :. 

The Ho1io1 .. abl'e LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President~. 
'' GEO It GE f.I. EM·EltSON 
'' JAMES FCJRLONG 
'' I->IJILIP DUGGAN 
'·' J 1\MES J. ROGERSON: 
'-' JAl\iIE~ 'l,OBIN 
'' TII 01\'.lAS ROW' 

The Minutes of yesterday were read: .. , 

Pursuant to the order of the· day, the House \vent into Commit-.. 
tee on the Bill to provide for the pay1nent of Executors and Ad-. 
ministrators, and for regulating· th·e practice on the Probate side of 
tl1e Supreme Court-

The I1onorable 1\Jir. RoGERSON i·n the Chair; 

After so1ne t im e tlie I-louse rcsum~d .. 

• • 

Bouse meebf;. 

. 11.embers pre1ent. 

Payment of·Executor'1J 
Bill -
Cominitted-



• 

Petition of Superin11 
tf'ndent of Colonial 
Church aod School 
Society-
-Read. 

SS 

7th a11d 10th March, 1856. 

~!CON~' SESS~ON, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19th VIC'TOR1.A • 

....... ,.. ... - . 

The Chairman reported progress, and aslred leav,e to sit again~ 

Ordered-That the Report be received. 

On n1otion of the Honorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL,. a Peti ... 
tion from the Rev. Johnstone Vicars, Superintendent of the Colonial 
·Church and School Society, was read-and 

·Ordered-To lie on the table . 

Bouee 10 Committee On motion of the Honorable JAMES ToBIN, the House resolved 
oo Privilege. i~~elf into a Committee on Privilege-

Houle adjoura1. 

House meets. 

. 
Members present. 

L1mited Partnerships 
Bili-
Read 2d time. 

The Honorabie Mr. FURLONG in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

On motion made and seco11ded, the House adjourned until •Moo- · 
day next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

MONDAY, 10th ~1.9.RCH, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The 1-lonorable LAURENCE . O'RRIEN, P1~esident . 
'' J Al\ifi~S 'rO BIN 
'' GEOJlGE II. El\:IERSON 
'' JOHN ,ROCHFOR'l"' 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' JAl\'.lES FURLONG 

The Minutes of Friday last \Vere read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled ''An Act 
to provide for limited Partnerships," was read a second time-ru1d 

Ordered-To he comn1itted on Friday next . 

• 

.. 
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· 10th and 12th March, 1856. 
~ 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled ''An Act to 
authorize the for1nation of Corporations for Manufacturing, Mining, 
Mercantile, M,e~hanical or Chemical purposes,''' '1Vas read a second 

time-ail'd 

Ordered- To be committed on Friday next . . 

- ~ 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Address to Her Majesty 
. the Queen, u;pon the subject of our Fisheries, was read a second 
time_;..and 

·Ordered-To b·e committed to-morrow . 
• 

• 

Formntion of Corpora• 
tions Bill-
Read 2J time. 

Addres!t to the Queen · 
on the subject of the 
Fisheries-
R~ad 2d time. 

On motion made and seconded, the House . adjourned until House adjo11ro1. 

Wed;nesday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

,. 

: WEDNESDAY., 12th MARCH, 18561t 
I 

, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable J,AURENCE O'BRIEN, Pt"esidente 
'' J'OHN ROCHJi,ORT 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES 1.,0BIN 
'' GE<) RGE H. EMERSON . 
'' JAMES FURLONG 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
,, JAMES J _ ROGERSON 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 

The Minutes of Monday last were read. 

Pursuant to the or<ler of the day, the House went into Com-
1nittee on the Bill to provide for the payment ot Executors and Ad­
ministrators, and for regulating the practice on the Probate side of 
the Supreme Court-- ' 

1lou1e ar.eeta. 

Members present. 

Payment of Executor• 
Bill-
Committed-



Jurors qaatification 
RiU-
H,-ought up And­
-Read 1st time. 

A ddre~s to the Queen 
on the Fisheries­
Co1nmitted-

Report~d with amend· 
meot-

The amendment. 

Bouse adj01.~rns. 
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SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA. 

The Honorable Mr. RoGERSON in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-'fhat the Bill, as amended, be engrossed and read ·a 
third time to-n1orrow. 

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill 
for the concurrence of this House, entitled ''An Act to determine 
the qualification of Jurors to serve in the several Courts of this 
Island, and to regulate the empannelling of Jurors therein,'' . which·. 
was read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be 
printed. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House· went into Com·· 
mittee on the Address to Her Majesty on the subject of the protectio~ 
of the Fisheries--:-

The Honorable Mr. FURLONG in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed . 
. 

The Chairn1an reported the Addtess with an amendment.. 

Ordcre<l-1'hat the report be received .. 

The an1end1nent is ns follo\vs :-In the lst line bet\veen the 
words " the " and " llousc " insert-'' Legislative Council t.. and" . 

Ordered-That the amendrnent be engrossed, and the Address. 
as an1ended, read a third tin1e to-niorro\v. 

On n1otion made and seconded, the House adjourned u11til 
Friday next, at 3 o'clock, P. ~I. · 

• 

• 

. . 



• 

14th _"IJ!larch, 1856 •. 

His ExcEL:LE.N.cYi CHARLE.s .1-IE.NR,Y. DA.RLIN.G, EsQUIRE, Gaver·no~~. 

==================~-==-= -~-~-=--==-=-=====--==-====-===-=~-=-=============~ 

FRlDJlY; 14th MJl.RCll 1856~. 

The House met pursuant to ;adjournment .. House meetl.: 

PRESEN.T. : : 

Tlie Horto'rable .LAURE.NCE O'BRIE·N, .. P1 .. esidentL 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN Member• P" . 

,,,. J.AJ.\ilES CORJ\tIA.CK . 
''- GEORGE H. EMEllSON 
''· JANIES TOBIN 
''· JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' JOHN l\'.IUN·N 
,,,. THOMAS Row.·· 

The· .. Minutes-of Wednesday last were·, read: . .. 

A deputation . from". the House of ·Assembly hrougnt up a Bill.. Alien• Naturnlizatioo \ 
Bill-

for ·the concurrence of this. House, entitled .,, An :Act for the. Natu:-- Brought up anq-
r.alization .of Aliens," which \Vas .read a first time~and 

Ord.ere<l-To be read~ a second·~ time to~morrow, . and ; to · be,~ 

printed .. 

A deputation: f1•om· the I-louse of , .Assen1bly also orought up a 1 

Bill for the concurrence of this House, .entitled '' .L-\n Act to regulate · 
the granting of I~icenses ·. for the ·wholesale of 'Vines and Spirituous .. 
Liquors/' whic:h was read·· a first tin1e-and-

Ordered---To be read« a . second . tim.e to-morrow, ~ and·· to be·· 
:r.rinted.~ 

On, motion,. it \Vas .o.rdered·; .. that tl1e For1natio11. of· Corporations, 

Bill be. printed. 

Pursuant to the or<ler ·of the day. the Bill'. to . provide for th·e , 
payment ot Executo~·s . and A.dministrators, and for regulating the 
practice on the P robate side of the Supren1e Court, . was read . a . 
third t iine and p~ssed-and it \V<lS • . 

Ordered-Tl1at the title of tlie Bill be '' An .Aot to· provide for· .. 
the payment of Executors and Ad1ninistrators, and for regulating: 
_the practice of tl1e Probate side oi the Supreme Court~" · 

-Read liit tiwe, 
' 

Wholesale L1cen1e 
Bill-
Brought up J1nd- · 
Read ·1st ti1n~ 

Pnym~ nt of Executora"' 
Bill-
Rend 3rd_ tin1e apd ... 
pa~sed. 

Title .. :_ 
• 

I 



Addree& to herMajesty 
()n the subject of the 
Fisheries-
Read 3d time and 
passed. 

Limited Partnerships 
Bill-
Committed-

House adjourns. 

Bouie meet.a. 

Members preHo&. 

• 
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14th and 18th March, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, StXTII GENERAL A3SEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA. 
~ 

Whereupon the Bill was signed by the President, and sent 
to the House ot Assembly, for concurrence. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Address to Her Majesty 
the Queen, as amended by the Council, upon the subject of the 
Fisheries, was read a third ti1ne and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same-

Whereupon the said Address was taken to the House of As­
.sembly by the Master-in-Chancery. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com-
1nittee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to provide for Iirr1ited Partner­
ships,"-

The Honorable Mr. Ton1N in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reporfed progress, and asked leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

, Ordered-That the Report be received. 
' 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned u11tiJ,. 
Tuesday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

, 

TDESD.!lY, 18th .MARCH, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
• 

PRESENT: 

\I 

The Honorable I,AURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' GE<)RGE I-I. EMERSON 
'' J AM~~S 1~0BIN 
'' JAMES J. ItOGERSON 
'' TI-101\fAS ROW 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' SAl\IUEL CARSON 

\ 



His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor . 

• 
The Minutes of Friday last \V.cre read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Commit­
tee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to authorize the formation of Cor­
porations for Manufacturing, Mining, Mercantile, Mechanical or 
Chemical purposes" -

The Honorable Mr. Row in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again 
to-morrow. • 

• 
Ordered-That the report be received. 

Pursuant to the order of the dav, the Bill entitled ''An A-ct to ., 

determine the qualification of Jurors to serve in the several Courts 
of this Island, and to regulate the empannelling of Jurors therein," 
w.as read a second time-and 

Ordered-To be com1nitted to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bills entitled ''An Act 
for the Naturalization of Aliens,'' -and 

''An Act to regulate the granting of Licenses for the wholesale 
<of Wines and Spirituous Liquors,"-

Were severally read a second time-and 

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow. 

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up t\vo 
Bills for the concurrence of this IIouse, entitled-

''An Act to amend the Law of lnsolvency,"-and 

''An Act to provide for the Con1promises or Compositions of 
Partners and Joint Debtors," which were severally read a first time 
-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be 
·printed. 

Formntion of Corpora. 
tions Bill­
Commiued. 

Qonlificatlon of" J an>rl 
Hill-
Read 2d time. 

Na turn lizntion of 
Aliens Bill-· 

and 

Spirituous Liquors 
wholesale license 
Bill-

Read 2d time. 

Law of Iosolveney 
ntnendment BiU-

and 
Compromises of Part• 
ners and Joint Debtoa·s 
BiJl-
Brought up nnd­
Read-lst time. 

•' 

\ 



I 

.. 

M essnge from Assem. 
bly concurring in 
amendment mnde upon 
the Address to Her 

. Maj~aty. 

House adjourns .. 

House rueet1. 

Mernbers present .. 

'P Atition of A, Milroy, 
l\f nnngPr of the Batik 
of Britit;h North Ame-. 
nca-
- .Reud. 

Notice of n Bill for the 
l ucorporntion of the 
B~nevolent Irish So· 
ciety, 

!louse adj~uros .. 

.. 

• 
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18th and 20th March., 1856. 
- . 

SECOND SE SS ION' SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19tl1 VICTORIA . 

A deputation from the Hquse of Assembly brought up a 
Message, concurring in the amendment made by the Council upon 
the Address of the two Branches of the J,egislature to Her Maje~ty 
the Queen, on the subject of the Fisheries. 

On motion made and seconded; .. the House adjourned until 
Thursday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

TI1URSDJ1Y, . 20th Ma11RCH, . 1856 •. 
' 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT. :-

The llo1io1"able LAURENCE O'BRIEN,. Presideait~. 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' SAMU~:L CARSON 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' GEORGE H. E}\iJERSON. 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JA1'1ES COllMACK 
'' TI-IOMAS ItO.W 

The Mii1utes of Tuesday last \Vere read. 

-.. 

• 

On rnotion of the Honorable Mr. MUNN,. the Petition oi 
Andre\v l\Iilroy, Manager of the Ban.k of British North America,. 
soliciting attention to the 20th and 21st Sections of a Bill no\V 

before the ·House, '' to provide for Limited Partnerships," which 
1night, in his judgrnent, . '" occasion n1uch difficulty to Banking 
Institutions and to Commerce at large," was received-and 

Ordered-To lie on the table. 

The 1-Ionorable Mr. ToB 1 N gives notice, that on Wednesday 
next he will bring in a Bill for the I11corporation ?f the Benevolent. 
Irish Society of St. John's. . . 

On m·otion made and seconded, th~ llouse adjourned until 
Wednesday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

' 
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26th a·nd 27th March, 1856 . 
• 

H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING,_EsQlJIRE, Governor .. 

WEDNESDAY, 26th MJJ.R CH, 1856 .. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Ho111e mHt.. 

PRESE.NT: • 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'RRI~EN, Presid-ent· ... 
'' JAMES TO HIN ~ 
'' GEORGE 1-1. E ·MERSO-N; 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN , 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' THOMAS ROW • 

''· S.~l\IUEL CARSON 

The Minutes of Thursday, last were read1• 

Pursuant to the order. of th.e day, the House went into, Com--. Limfled Partnenhlp1 

mittee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to provide for limited Part-· ~~~iatadl 
nerships''-

The Honorable, Mr. Ton1N. in. the Chair;,, 

After some time the House resumed·. 

The Chairman. reported progress, and asked leave to sit again· . 
to-morrow. 

Ordered-That the report be: received. 

On inotion made and seco11ded, the House adjourned until: to1'9- Hov•• adjourno. 

morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M·. 

'P.HURSD.fiY, 21th M.llRCH, 1856._ 

The House n1et pursuant to adjournment._ 

PiiE~ENT: 

The Horiorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President .. 
''· GEORGE. H .. EMERSON. 
'' JAl\IES CORMACK 

. '' JAM~S J. ROGERSON. 
'-'· JOHN 1\illJNN 
(c JOHN ROCI-IFORT 
'' PHI.I~IP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' THOMAS ROW 

. Mem..bert~ 

• 



, 

• 
N otfoe of Bill to amend 
the Patent Acta. 

J ... imited Partner1hfp1 
Ili!l-
Committed-

Reported with ameud· 
Claots-

The amendmeni. 

• 

.. 
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27tli .March, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SixTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cToR1A~ .. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read . 

The Honorable Mr. EMERSON gives notice, that to-morrow he 
will bring in a Bill to an1end the Patent Acts of this Colony, and to 
make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the I-louse 'vent into Com­
mittee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to provide for limited Partner­
ships,''-

The Honorabie Mr. CoRMACK in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill with some amendments. 

Ordered-That the Report be received. 

Ordered-That the amendments be engrossed, and . the Bill 
as an1ended, read a third tin1e to-n1orrow. 

The said a1nend1nents are as follow :-

In the 2nd Section of the Bill, 5th line, after the word ''pay­
ments'' insert ''or in property at its actual cash value." 

In the 9th Section, 3rd line, expunge the '\vord '' two " and 
insert in its stead ''the Royal Gazette, and in one or t\VO other/' 

In the 17th Section, 3rd line, expunge all the \Vords of this 
Section after the 'vord ''management'' and insert jn their stead 
'' and any re1nuneration of Special ·Partners, or any other persons 
acting as Servants or Agents for any such partnership by a share of 
the profits or other,vise, shall not rendPr them liable as General 
Partners.'' 

In the 20th Section, 211d line, expunge the words ,·, when Insol­
vent or.'' 

In the 21st SPction, 3rd line, Ditto Ditto. 

In the 24th Section, 6th line, expunge all the words of this 
Section after the word ''weeks'' in this line, and insert in their stead 

/ 
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27th and 28th March, 1856. 

111~ ExcELLENCY CHARLESHENRYDARL'iNG, EsQUIRE, Go,ve1·nor. 

''in the Royal Gazette and any other local Newspaper or News­
.papers published in this Island." 

In the Schedule, No. 3, 5th line, expunge the wo1·d ''sums'' 
and insert ''amount" in its stead, and at the end of this Schedule 
insert ''or in property at its actual cash value specifying the general 
description of the property as the case may be." 

The Honorable Mr. RoGERSON gives n'otice, that lie \viii to­
morrow bring in a Bill to amend the Act to regulate the standard of 
Weights arid Measures in this Colony. . 

Notice of Rill to ~mAnd 
the \V,·ights and ~tlt}a· 
sures Act. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until House ndjoUt"nt. 

to-,morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

FRJD.11.Y, 28th M.11.RCH, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to a~journment. 

PRESENT : 

The Ho1iorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' GEORGE H. El\iERSON 
'' JOHN l\IUNN 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
~, THOI\'IAS ROW 
., JOI-IN llOCHFORT 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
"' JAMES COilMACK 

'The Minutes af vesterday were read. . .. 

·Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill as amen<led entitled 
''"An Act to provide for lin1ited Partnerships'' was read a third time 
and passed-and 

The Honorable the President Rigned the same-

w ·hereupon the said Bill \Vas talien to the House of Assem­
b.ly '.by the Master-in-Chancery~ 

' 

House meeu. 

Members present. 

Limited Partnerships 
Bill-
R end 3d dme Q.nd 
passed. 

• 

• 



:Fnrmntinn of Corpora­
t imi& Bill­
Cou1mitt6d·-

R ~rmr~ed with ameod.­
nrnnta. 
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28th 1J!f a1·ch, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA. 

Pursuant to the order of the clay, the House went into Commit­

tee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to authorize the formation of Cor-
• 

porations for l\lanufacturing, Mining, Mercantile, Mechanical or 
Chen1ical purposes''-

The 1-lonorable Mr. Row in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chair1nan reported the Bill with so1'le amendments. 
.. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the amendments be engrossed, and the Bill as 
amended, read a third time to-rnorrow. 

The an1endments are as follow :-

In the 3rd Section of the Bill, 9th line> expunge the word 
'' ten" and insert '' Twenty" in its stead. 

In the 20th Section, in the 6th nnd 8th lines, expunge the word: 
'' three" and insert " six" in place thereof. 

In the 21st Section, 18th line, insert after the word ''filed'"' 
"and advertised." 

In the 24th and 25th. Sections, 3rd lines, expunge the words u in.-­
solvcnt or." 

Insert as the 28th Section as follows :-

"That at any time hereafter, any Society or Association formed 
for religious, charitable, educational, or other lawful purposes, being 
desiro~s to promote the objects for which it is, or may be established, 
may through its Office Bearers, Trustees or Members, make, sign, 

and ackno\v ledge, before a Notary Public, arid file in the office of 
the Colonial Secretary of this. Colony, a Certificat~ in \Vriting, in 
which shall be stated the proposed corporate name of the said Society 
or Association, and the objects for which the san1e is or ~hall he· 
formed, the na1nes of its Office-bearers, Trustees, or Men1bers, and 
the Rules, Regulations, Orders ·and Bye-Law.s ·thereof/~ 
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• 

l -l1s.Exc£·LLENCY CH-ARLE:s HENRY DARL.ING, Es:Q·-UIRE·, Gorvern0tr~. 

Insert as the 29t'h Scctiou. :-

''When sucl1 Certificate shall have been filed as aforesaid., the· 
persons. who shall have si'g11P-d and ackno\vl:edged the same, a11d all 
otl1er 1nembers of such Society or Associatio11 and their successors, 
shall be a Bo.d)~ Politic and Corporate in fact a11d ·in name, by tne 
name stated in such Certificate, and by tl1at name have succession 
and shall he capable of suing and being sued~ ; and they and their·· 

successors may have a cornm.on Seal, and n1ay rnake and alter the· 
sanle at pleasure ; and they shall have power to elect Officers, and. 
1u.al~e, confirm, alt.er, arncnd., or repeal. ali Bye-la\vs, Rules and. 
Regulations for the ma11agement of the affairs of such Society or· 

-:-\ssociation·, provided the sa1ne shall not be repugnant to the 
J~Aaws of this Colony. And they shall,. by their corporate name, ·he · 
capable in La\v of purcl1asing, holding and conveying any la11ded or · 
~ersonal Estate \\~hatev:er, and of transacting all business appertain!"' 
ing to sucl1 Society or Association, according to such Bye-TAa,vs,. ~ 

It.ules, and Regulations. as~ aforesaid .. " 

Insert as 30th Section, as follo,vs . =~-

'' In1mediately upon filing the said Certificate, i11 manner afore-.. 
saia, all tl1e Lands, Tenen1ents, Funds, Monies, Securities and otl1er · , 
property belonging· to such Society or Association shall, by v.irtue· 

of this Act, and \Vithout further or other conv.eyance, be traqsferred: 
and v.ested in sucl1, Corporated Society or Association for the uses 
tl1ercof.'' 

The 28tl1 s ·ection of the Bill to· become tlie Slst Section~ 

Pursuant to 11otice, the 1-Ionorable the SOLICITOR GENERAL. 
brought ii1 a Bill to repeal the Paterlt Acts of this Colo11y, and to 
1_nalre provisions in lieu tl1ereof, \vhich \Vas read a first tirne-and. 

Ordered-To .. be rea<l a second time to-morrow, and ta·1 be, 
printed. 

On motion made and seconded, e;the House adjourne-d. u11til'. 
J\'londay ne~t, at 3 o~ clock, P. M. 

Bill tr} r~r.€91tl. th? P;11 ... , 
t n n t A c t~~ (Jf th ·~ C<~ l11 .. 
nr-
Brourrht io r.ind:·- · 

~· 
He.ad 11-lt tinH,. 

• 



• 

Bouse a.eets. 

Members pre1ent. · 

Formntion of Corpora• 
tioos Bill-
Read 3d lime and 
passed. 

M essne;e from the 
House~- of AssP.mbly 
concurring in t he Bill 
trunsferring Ordnance 
JHoperty, ~\.c •• to Se .. 
cretury of State. 

Qun1ification of Jurors 
Hill- I 

Committed. 

• 
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31st .~.larch, 1856. 

S£COND S.Ess10N, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eT-ORl·A. 

JJ10ND.lJ.Y, 31st .7J'1Jl.RCH, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
{ 

PRESENT: 

TJie Honorable LAURENCE O'HRIEN, President. 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' JOHN ROCHFOR T 
'' Tl-IOMAS Ro·w 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' JAMES TORIN 
'' S ... ~MUEL CAilSON 

The l\~,,inutes of Friday last \Vere read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill, as amended, entitled· 
,., An Act to authorize the form:ition of Corporations for Manufac­
turing-, Mining, Mercantile, Mechanical or _Chemical purposes," 
was read a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Whereupon the said Bill was taken to the House of Assem ... 
bly by the Master-in-Chancery, for concurrence in the amcndm,ents. 

A deputation from the House of Assenibly brought up a mes­
sage concurring in the Bill sent <iown frorn this House entitled ''An 
Act for transferring to one of Her l\'Iajesty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, the Po\vers and Estates vested in the Principal Officers Of 
the Ordnance'' without arnendmcnt. 

Pursuant to the order of the dav, the House \vent into Com-., 

mittee on the Bill entitled '' An Act to determine the qualification . 
of Jurors to serve in the several (.;ourts of this Island, and to re_ 
gulate the empannelling of J uro .. s therein," - ._ 

The Honorabie Mr. CORMACK in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported progress, an<l asked leave to sit again 
to-morrow . 
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lst April, 1856. 

H1.s~EXC·E'LLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

o·n motion made and seco11ded, the House adjourned until to- Hou•• adjourn•~ 

morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

TDESD.11.Y, 1st APRIL, 1856. 

'The House m,et pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

'Xhe Ho,norable I .. AURENCE O'BRIEN, Pi~esident. 
'' JOHN MUNN 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
,,, · JAMES CORMACK • 

,,, PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' GEClRGE H. EMERSON 
.,, .JAM-ES 'l.,OBIN 

'The Minutes of yesi~.rday were read. 

The Honora·hte the SoL1c1ToR GENERAL laid before the 
.House,-by com1nand of the Governor, the. following Message from 
tHis Excellency .:-

~c. H. ·DARLING .• 

The Govern,or begs to inferm the. Council, that the .t\ddress to 
~Her Majesty the Queen passed by the Council and Assembly, pray­
ing that no ~rther privileges in respect to the Fisheries may be 
. granted to the su:hjects of the Emperor of the French will, in com­
pliance w·ith the joint Address of both HousP.s, be transmitted to the 
Secretary of State by the Mail Packet now under despatch. 

C. H. D. 
Government H-0use, 1st A.pril, 1856. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. C 10RMACK, the Petition of the 
Inhabitants ·of Por.t ... de-Grave for aid towards the establishment of 
;a Commercial School in that town, was read..:...and 

House meet•. 

Memben present. 

Mflssa~e from th& Go·· 
vernor, that he win 
trans ~nit to the Queen 
the joint Addrees of 
the two Hous~s on t he 
su hject of the Fish .. 
edes. 

Pethion· of tbA.i nbabi· .. 
tuot~ of P ort-de-Grave 
for Commercial School 
-Read. 



I 

Nnturnlization of 
AH0ns Bill­
Coromitted-

-Reported. 

L~w of Insolv~ncv • 
rtmf:'ndmeut Bill-
Read 2J time. 

Compromises of Part .. 
t1ers and Joint Debtors 
Bill-
J\dac.i 2d time .. 
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3rd Apr·il, 1~56. 

SECOND SEss10N, S1xTH GENERAL Ass.EMBLY,. 19th Vtc1'01t1A. 

Ordered-To lie on the table. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until 
Thursday next, at S o'clock, P. M. 

T .l-lURSDJJ.Y, Sd .9.PRIL, 1856 .. 

The House m.et pursuant to adjournment. 

. PREf)ENT: 

The Ho1iorable LAUllENCE O'BRIEN, Preside1t,l'o. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' THOMAS RO·\!V 
'' JAMES CORMA.CK 
'' PHII~IP DUGGAN 
'' JOHN MlJNN · 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
,_, SAMU~:L Ctl..RSON 
'' JOHN 1-tOCIIFORT 

The Minutes of Tuesday last 'vere read· .. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went int(} Com-. 
mittee on the Bill entitled " An A.ct for the Naturalization of 
Aliens'·'-

• 
, 

The Honorable l\'lr. DuGGAN in the Chair;. 

After some time the House resumed . 

. 'I'he Chairman reported the Bill \vithout amendment._ 

Ordered-That the Report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time· to-morrow-. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, th.e Bill entitled ''An Act 
to amend the Law of Insolvency" was read a second ti1nc --and 

Ordercd-·To be comn1itted on Tuesday next. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled.'' An A.ct to. 

provide fot the Comprornises of l'artners and Joint Debtors,'•· was. 

read a second tin1e -and 



• 
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3rd arid 4th Ap1~il, 1856. 

l-l1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQU1RE,.Governo7. 

Ordered-To be committed on Monday next. 

The Honorable Mr. Ton1N gives notice, that to-1norrow h·e will 
ask tl1e organ of the GovPrnment in this House whether, in the re-9! 

newal of the present Postal Act, or in any new Act which may be 
brought in, more expedition \vill be securPd to the public in the de­
livery of the Mails-and if· it be the intention of the Governm~nt to 
make the Office ot Post-Master-General subJect to political 
tenure. 

, 

On motion made and seconded, the House adJo.urn·ed until House adjonene. 

to.-morro_w ,: at 3 o.' clock, P. M •. 

FRJDJJ.Y, 4tli JJ.PRIL, 1856 .. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment.. 

PRESENT :. - . 

The Ho,tJ.iorable L.AURENCE O'BRl_EN,, Presiden.t .. 
'' JOHN MUNN 
"' TIIOMAS ROW 
'-' JAMES J. ROGERSON. 
"' JAM.ES TOBIN 
'-' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'"' PHILIP DUGGAN 
''· JAMES COilMACI{ 

The Minutes of yesterday were rea.d· .. 
• • 

The Honorable the PRE S IDENT announces to the House, thed·e­
eease this morning, of a mern·ber ot the Council, the late Honorable 
James Furl.ong, and suggests the propriety of the adj9urnment of 
the Hous.e until after his interment, as a mark of respect to his 
memory. 

Whereupon, on motion of the 1-lonorable Mr. EMERSON:, . 

it was-

The· Presid"ot an~ 
DOU DC PS thtt dent h~ of 
the Honol'able JameG­
Furlong. a rneinber o·~' 
the C6>uucil--

Resolved- That this House desire to record their deep. regret at Resolutionsresp~ 
the death of their late larneuted broth,er mc1nber 

1
. the Honorable ia~ 



• 

l.1-ouae adjouraeo 

Hwse meets. 

M;ambers present. 

N atura Tizntion of·· 
Ii li e n~ Bi 11-
R ez.td 3rd time and 
pa11sed. 

I 

4th an.d.Sth April, 1856. 

SECt)ND SESSION' 'SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19th VICTORIA • 
• 

. James Furlong, and to convey to his widow and family the assu­
rance of the sincere ·condolence of the Council with them up.on their 

· heavy bereaven1ent. 

Resolved-That in testimony of their respect for the memory of · 
their departed member, this House do now adjourn until after his . 
·funeral, and until T ·uesday next at ~o'clock P. ~., and they res­
pectfully request of his family, that six members of this House be 
pe.rmitted to ac~ompany his 1nortal remains to the grave, in the ca­
pacity of Pall Bearers. 

An·d the Hou·se a~journed accordingly, u,ntil Tuesday next, at 3 
o'clock. 

. 
TUESDJJ.Y, Sth .!l.PRIL, 1856. 

'The Hous·e met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

The H:onorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President-
'' GEORGE H. El\'IERSON 
'' PHILJl:> DUGGAN 
'' JA1\1ES CORl\IACI{ 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' JAl\fES J. ItOGERSON 
cc THOMAS ROW 
'' JOHN ~1UNN 
'' JAMES 'l.,OBIN 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

1tursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled '' An Act 
for tlie Naturalization of Aliens,'' was read a third time and passed • 
-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Whereupon the said Bill was sent by Message to the House of 
Assembly, acquainting. them that this Ho~se had pa~sed the bill with .. 
·Out amendment. 

• 



• 
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8th and 9th April, 1856. 

His ExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor . 
... 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Commit­
tee on the bill entitled '' An Act to regulate t~1e granting of Licen­
ses for the \vholesale of Wines and Spiritous Liquors,"-

The llonorable Mr. CARSON in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported progress, and asl{ed leave to sit ag~in 
to-morrow. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Wholesale Wines and 
Spirituous Liquori 
Bill-
Committed-

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until to· Bouse adjourDI. 

morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

WEDNESDAY, 9th .!J.PRIL, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The l1o.norable I,AURENCE O'BRIEN, P1·esident. 
'' TI-IOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES J. llO-GERSON 
'' GE<>RGE H. EMERSON 
-,, PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' SA.MUEL CARSON 
'' JOHN 1l0CHFOR T 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Commit~ 
l·~e on the hill entitled ''An Act to regulate the granting of Licen­
·s·cs for the wl1olesale of "\'Vines and Spirituous Liquors," -

. The Honorable Mr. CARSON in the C·hair. 

After ·some time the House resumed. 

·The Chair1nan reported the Bill with some amendments. 

Ordered-That tl1e repart be received.o 
. . 
I 

House meeta. 

Members preee.nt. 

Wholesale '\\·inea a.ud 
Spirituous L j qur11·11 
Bill-
Committed· ... -



.lteported with ameod­
rneota-. 

Bill to am~nd the 
Standard ot Weights 
aod Measures Act­
Brought io and­
Road l~t time, 

Compromises of Part· 
ttere and Joint Debtors 
Bill-
Committed-

It 

-Reported.. . 

Pat~nt Acts repe1&I 
Bill-
Read 2J time .. 

Hoose adjoaroa. 

• 

• 
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9th April, 1~56 . 
• 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th VtcT·oRIA, 

Ordered-That the amendments be engrossed, and the Bill, as 
amended, read a third time to-1norrow. 

Pursuant to notice, the Honorable Mr. RoGEltSON brought in a 

bill to amend the Act to regulate the Standard of Weight~ and 
l\leasures, \vhich was read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to·morrow, and to be 
printed. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House \Vent into Com­
mittee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to provide for the Compromises. 
or Con1positions of Partners and Joint Debtors" -

The Honorable Mr. DuGGAN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amend~ent. 

Ordered-That the Report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrolv .. 

Pursuant to the ffder of the· day~ the Bill to repeal the PatP.nt 
Acts of this Colony, and to make other provisions· in liel\1 thereof,. 
was read a second tirne-and 

Ordered-To be committed on Friday n.ext. 

On motion made and seconded, the House aajourned Ulltii 

Friday next., at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

,, 
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.. 

Hrs.Exc.EL·LENCY CHA.RLEs HENRY. DARL·ING, E ·sQuixE·, G.over·nor •. 

FR1DAY, 11th .llPRIL, 1856. 

The} House met pursuant to adjournment. 

' PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, P1:esident.~ . 
'' JAMES TORIN 

\ '' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JOHN' ROCHFORT" 
'' S.~MUEL CARSON. 
'·' THOMAS Ro·w 
'·' JAMES Jh R .OGERSON·· 

T 'he l\iinutes of Wednesday last were read· .. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the BilJ entitled' '' ·An~ Act to? 
provide for· the Compromises or Compositions of Partners, and Joint. 
Debtors/'. was read a third and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Whereupon the said Bill was sent by Message to, the House ·of. 
Assembly, acqufiinting them that this House had passed. the same· 
without amendrnent. 

• 

Ho ........ ~ 

Kambers.pr••at:;. 

Compromise• of Part•· 
ners and Joint DebtorS! 
Bill-
Rend 3d time andi 
pap.sed. 

Pursuant to the order of the- day,, the House \vent into. Com-.. Qan1ificatipn of'"Juior&{. 
bill­

n1ittee on the Bi 11 entitled '' A.n .l\.ct to <letermine the Qualification~, Committed-. 

of Jurors to serv.e in the several Courts. of this Island, . and to. 
1·egulate the empannelling of Jurors . therei11~'-

The HonorabrB Mr. RocHFORT. in: the Chair •. 

After some time the· I-Iouso resumed. 

The Chair1nan· reported 'the Bill with some amendments •. 
. 

Orclered=-That the report be received. 

Ordered--That the amendments be engrossed, , and. the - Bill~ 

as amended, .. read a. third tin1e on Monday next .. 

Pursuant to the order of the. day, the Bill· to · amend· the Act to. 
regulate the Standard of "\'Veig~t~ and Measures, ; was read, a second .. 
time-and 

Reported witb .amMd~ . 
men ts •. 

Weights aod M e&SUJ'ea.i 
nmendment ·Bill:-. 
Read 2d time ... 

.. 

' 
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H-ou1e adjoarns. 

f!ouH meets. 

Memhert preaeat. 

Whof P.BRle WinPS and 
Sp'lrituous Lfquora 
Bill-

and 

Qualification of Jurors 
BiU-

ReRd 3rd time aod 
passed. 

·pntf\nt Acts BiJl-­
€owmill@d. 
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14th April, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH G ·ENERAL AssEMBLY_, 19th V1-cT·oRI A. 

Ordered-To be -committed on Wednesday next. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until 
Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M~ 

MOND.9.Y, 14th .!lPRIL., 1856 .. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRE5ENT: .. 
The Horiorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President,. 

'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' THOMA'S ROW 
'' SAMU ~:L CARSON 
'' JOHN ROCHFORT 
'' PIIILIP DUGGAN 
'' GEORGE H. EMER.SON 

The Minutes of Friday last 'vere read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day the Bills, as amended, entitled 
• 

'' An Act to regulate the granting of Licenses for the 'vholesale 
of Wines and Spirituous Liquors,"-and 

"An Act to .determine the Qualification of Jurors to serve in 
the several Courts of this Island, and to regulate the empannelling 
of Jurors therein" -

Were severally read a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the Pre3ident signed the same. 

Whereupon the said Bills were sent by Message to the House 
of Assembly, acquainting them that this House had passed the sarne 
with some an1cnd1nents, to 'vhich their concurrence was requested. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com-.. 

mittee on the Bill to repeal the Pat<~nt Acts of this Colony, and to 
make other provisions in lieu thereof-

The Honorabie l\ir. ToBIN in the Chair. 
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I4tli. April, 1856. 

-His ExcELLENCY C1IARLES HENRY D _ARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

· After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill with an amendment. -Reported. 

Ordered--That the Report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be engrossed, and read a third time ... 
ton Wednesday next. 

The Honorable Mr. RoGERSON gives notice, that he ~viii, to­
·morrow~ nsk the Honorable Solicitor General what measures have· 
been adopted by the Government in respect to the vote of £500, 
;passed during the last session of the Legislature, for the importation 

'·Of Herring Curers and t'h·e · improvement of the Herring Fishery of . 
1this Island, and what measures are inte11ded to be adopted respecting 
the same. 

The Honorable SoLICITOR GENERAL gives notice, that on 
Friday _.:next he will introduce a Bill ''to provide for and regulate 
the Hiring of Servants ernployed in the Fisheries of tl1is Island, a11d 
for other purposes." 

The Honorable Mr. ToBI:S gives notice, that on Wednesday 
next, he- \Vill asl{ the Honorable Solicitor. General if the Government 
·are likel)r, in accordance vvith the vie\vs contained in the Governor's 
Speech, to bring in a Bill for Sanatory arrangements, and the 
torganization of a pro·per Municipal system for tl1e town of St . 
. John's. 

The Honorable SoLICITOR GENERAL laid before the House., . 
·by command of the Governor, the follo\v~ng Message from His Ex-

'Cellency ·:-
• 

c .. H. DARLING. 

The Governor transmits to the Legislative Council, the 
~opy of a Despatch fro1n Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State, enclosing a Report upon the Fisheries 011 the South-West 

Coast of N e\vfoundland, furnished by Captain Purvis, Commanding 

Her Majesty's Stea1n Sloop ''Argus." 
C. II. D. 

Gol'emmcnt House. 

Notice r.,8pectiog vote 
of £500 for in1portation 
of Herrin; curers. 

Notice of Bill to rP.gn- " 
Jute the hirine. of sar .. 
vants for the fishedea. 

Notice reep~cting san. 
atory arrangementss & 
n1u nicipal syshHn for 
the to\\ n of St.Johll'-' .. 

Message· of the Go, .. , · 
rroor. with despatch · 
fron1S~cretarv of Stat.a 
Pnclosiog t"ephrt cf Capt 
Purvis Oil the a~11~r-
• Jes. 

23rd Nov., 1855. 

·On m·otion made and seconded, the House adjourned u11til Ilouse adjouroi
0 

'Vednesday next, at 3 o' clocl{, P. l\t. 



House meet.. 

Members pre1ent. 

• Patent Acts Bill- · 
Read 3f'd timo aod 
paased: 

Billa brought up.•iz:-

Pr'lvideot Society . 
!qeorpprnt ion umeod .. 
went Bill-

British nnd other 
Coins Legal VaJue 
Bill-

British Gold and Silver 
Legnl Ten<l~ 1· in Cur­
J'ency Bill-

and 

New Y ork,Newfound .. 
}and. nod Lontlon Tel. 
egraph Company in .. 
coqwrat iun amend· 
1.neut BiJl-

• 
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• 16th Aprll, 1~56. 

SECOND SESSION, S1xT11 GENERAL AssEl\IBLY, 19th YtcTORJA. 

WEDNESDAY, _ 16th .!J.PRJL, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable I,AURENCE O'BRIEN, Presid~nt. 
'' JAMES 1.,0BIN 
'' GEORGE H:. EMERSON · 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JOHN ROCHFORT • 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 

The Minutes of Monday ·1ast were read. 

Pursuant to the order, of the day, the Bill to repeal the· Patent 
Acts of this Colony, and to make other provisions. i~ . lieµ .. thereof, 
was read a third time and passed. 

Whereupon it \Vas ordered, that the said Bill be entitled ''An 
Act to repeal the Patent Acts of this Colony, and .to make other 
provisions in lieu thereof.'' . 

The said Bill was then signed by the ~resident, and s~nt . to 
the House ot Assembly, for their c9;ncurrence., 

Deputations from the House of Assembly brought up, for 
the concurrence of this House, the Bills entitled- .. 

~' An A ct to amend an Act to Incorporate sundry · persons by 
the nan1e of the N e\vfoundland Provident Society" 

''An Act for establishing the I"egal Value · of certain British 
and other Coins, in this Colony" 

''An Act to continue an Act passed in the 17th year of the 
Reign of lier Majesty, entitled 'An Act to declare the Rates in 
Cµrrency at \vhich British Gold and Silver Coins shall he a legal 
tender,' "-and 

~'An Act to amend the Act tor the Incorporation of th.e New 
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Comp~ny"-. 

• 
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16th and l 7tli Ap1·il, 1856. 

HrsExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

Which Bills were severally read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be 
printed. ' 

Pursuant to the o~der of the day, the House went into Com­
mittee on the Bill to amend the Act to regulate the Standard of 
1'V eights and Measures-

The Honorable Mr. DuGGAN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again 
to--morrow. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

On motion mad.e and seco11ded, the House adjourned until to­
morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

THURSD.9.Y, 17th .9.PRJL, 1856:. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT : . 
. 

The· Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President, 
'{ SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOl\'IAS ROW 
'' JA1'1ES J. ROGERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON· 
'' . JAMES TOBIN 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Row, it was­

Ordered-That the Report of Mr. Michael Carrolt., on. th& 
subject of the Herring Fishery, be printed. 

Sf'•eraU7 reau • 1.t 
ti mo. 

Weights andMessores 
amendment Bill­
Committed-

Boue adjoaro 



. . 

.. 

Weieht& nndMAasurea· 
emendmf'nt Bill ...... 
Committed-

-Reported. 
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17tli Ap1~·il, 1856. 

SECOND SEss10N, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eT0Rt.A. 

~=================-=-~_:_~~~..:-:o==:--~--~--~- ~-===================-

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com­
mittee on the Bill to amend the Act to regulate the Standard of 
Weights and Measures-

• 
The Honorable Mr. DuGGAN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chair1nan reported the Bill with some amendments. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill, as amended, be engrossed and 
read a third time to-morro~v . 

... 
Pursuant to the or.der of tJie day, the Bills .entitled-

Pr'lvidP.nt Society ''An Act to amend an Act to Incorporate sundry persons by 
incorporation amend- the name of the Newfoundland · Provident Society'' 
ment Bill-

British and other 
Coins Legal Value 
.BiH- ' 

British Gold nnrl Silver 
Legal T~nde1· io Cur• 
reucy llill_... 

and 

NewYo,·k.Nswfound .. 
)and. 111 d l-4ondon TPl­
·egraph Cumi any la• . 
curprn at iou u1ueud-
JnPn t Hill-
Seve1 ttlly 
Read ~u lime. 

Houfe adjoum1. 

''An Act for establishing the J .. egal Value of certain British 
and other Coins, in this Colony'' 

''An Act to continue an Act passed in the 17th year of the 
Reign of Her Majesty, entitled 'An Act to declare the Rates in 
Currency at which British Gold and Silver Coins shall -be a legal 
tender,' ''-and 

''An Act to amend the Act for the Incorporation of the New 
York, ~ ewf oundland, and · London Telegraph Company" -

· Were severally re~d a second ti1ne-and 

Ordered-To be comn1itted to-morrow. 

On rnotion made and seconded, the House adjourned until 
Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

• 



63 

21st April, 1856. 

His Exe ELLEN.CY Cu~RLES HENRY DARI.ii NG, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

MONDJJ.Y, 21st .fl.PRJL, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

The llonorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' . PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' , JOHN ROCHFOR T . 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' . JAMES TOBIN 

The Minutes of Thursday last were read . 
• 

Pursuant to the order of the dav, the Bill to amend the Act to 
. .I -

regulate the Standard of Weights and. Measures in this Colony, was 
. read a third_ time and passed. 

Ordered-That the title of the said Bill be ''An Act to amend 
the Act 4, Wrn. 4th, entitled 'An Act to regulate the Standard of 
Weights and Measur~s in this Colony, and to provide for the Sur­
veyirag of Luinber.' " 

Whereupon it wa_s signed by thP President, and sent by 
Message to the llouse of Asserr1bly for their concurrence. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com­

mittee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to amend an ... ~ct to Incorporate 
sundry persons by tl1e na1ne of the Newfoundland Provident 
Society"-

The 1-lonorable Mr. RocHFORT in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered-That the Report be received. 

·Ordered-Thut the said Bill he read a third time to-morrow. 

Pursuant .to the order of the day, the I-louse went into Commit-
tee on the Bill entitled ''An Act for establishing the legal value of 
certain British and other Coins in this Colony"-

The Honorable Mr. ROGERSON in tl1e Chair. 

House meet1. 

~ember1 preeent. 

Weights andMeasore1 
nmendmeot Bill­
Uead 31·d time aod 
passed • 

Title. 

Provident Society 
incorporation aweod· 
rnent llill­
Co1nmitted. 

Reported. 

British nnd oth~r cofol 
Le2:ul Value Bill­
Co1n 111itted-

• 



Sritt~h Gold and Silver 
Legal Tender io CW'· 
reocy' Bill­
c,auiuitted--

Pilots ltero tattoo 
urnt1tndmeot Bill­
Brought up acd­
Re1td lai tima. 
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21st April, 1~56. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA:. 

• After somp time the House resumed . 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Co~ 
mittee on the Bill entitled ''An Act to continue an Act passed in 
the l 7th Year of the Reign of Her Majesty, entitled ' An Act to 
declare the Rates in Currency at which British Gold and Silver 
Coins shall be a legal tender' '' -

The Honorabie Mr. DuGGAN in the Chair. 

After some tin1e the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow. 

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought np a Bill 
for the concurrence of this House, entitled '' An Act to amend an 
Act entitled 'An Act to amend the Laws for the regulation of Pilots 
and the Pilotage of Vessels at the port of St. John's,' '' which was 
read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow. 

The Honorable Mr. RoGERSON gives notice, that he will~ - to• 
morrow, move for the Correspondence that has recently taken place 
between the Members and Chairman of the Protestant Board of Ed­
ucation at Burin. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M • 

• 



• 
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ll1sExcE.LLE·NCY C11ARLE,s HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, G.overno1!~ 
I 

TUESDJlY, 221nd .11.PRIL, 1856. 

The IIouse met pursuant to adjournment .. 

PRESENT: 

The Hono1~able I"'AURENCE O'BRIEN, President .. 
'' J t\Mli~S 'I'OBIN 
'' · GEC>llGE H. EMERSON 
'' PHILIP DlTGGAN 
'' 'f !-I 0 I\'IAS R() '\'V 
''· JAJV_rE:s J. ROG-ERSON 
'' SAMUEL CAll80N 
'·'· JOlfl~ JtOCIIFOR'r· 

The l\iinutes of yesterday were read·. 

On motion o.f the Honorable Mr. Row,. the Petition· of Dari'l1s: 

B. Holbrook,, on the su hject of the Electric Telegraph Bill, praying 
that his interests i11 the pre1nises rnay be protected, a11d that the said 
.Bill may not pass until the requirements of the Standing Rules of 
this I-louse in rega~·<l thereto shall be complied with, was read--an.d 

0-rdered-To lie on the table_ 

On the order of· the day being read for the third reading of the­
Bill entitled ''An Act for establishing the l .. egal Value of certailli 
B.ritish and other Coins, in. this Colony·,'' -

The 1Io'norable Mr. Ilovv n1oved, that the following l\Iessage~ 
in- reference theret:o, be sen~ to the I-louse of Assen1bly-and. 

Or<lerc<1 accor(Jingly .. 

Mn:. SPEA.IiER-. . 
The Legislative Council are of opinion,. that the.Bilt:sent'·up, 

to the1n. fro1n the !louse of li.S8en1bly, and novv before this. liouse,, 
entitled, '' An 1\ct for establishing the legal value of certain British. 
a.nd otlH!r Coins in this Colony," \vould be more complete if a pro-.. 
vision to render the counterfeiting of the Foreign Coins mention.ed· 

i11 the said Bill, and· the uttering of such counterfeited Foreign~ 

Coins, as prnal as the counterfeiting of the Queen!s Ceins. and· the. 

uttering of the same-the Legislative Cou11cil~ , therefore,;. su.gg~_st .. 

House· meet... 

Members present.. 

• 

l . 

Petition of fl B·: Hoi" 
brook resn~ctiog the, 
Electric Ta;,legraohi 
amendmtjUL Bill~­
Read. 

l\Iessage to·the. Hbn~ .. 
of A ssemh!v or• tho .. 
SU hj fl C· t o f 

0

t h ~ f »~· }'! .q Il : 
Value of Briri~h · e.n<t 
other Co~us at!~l4tit\"1.~ 
ment .Lil! ... 



• 

Provident Sor.lety 
incorporntion amend· 
1nent Bill-
Read 3d time and 
passed. 

• 

British Gold and other 
Coins Legal Tender 
Bill-
Read 31·d time and 
passed .. 

Lnw of Insrilv~ncy 
ntnPndmPnt Bill­
Committed. 

llouse adjoU£ns. 

.. • 
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22nd April, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eTOllIA. 

-- ---- - ---- ----- - --~- - ... --

that the necessary provisions for such purposes should be added to 
the Bill. 

Legislative Council Charr1ber, ~ 
22nd April, 1856. S 

Whereupon the said l\Iessage was taken to the House of As­
sembly by the Master-in-Chancery. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled ''An Act to 
amend an Act to Incorporate sundry persons by the name of the 
N e\vfoundland Provident Society," \Vas read a third time and 
passed-and 

The llonorable the President signed the same. 

Pursuant to th.e order of the day, the Bill e11titled '' An A ct 
to continue an Act passed in the 17th Year of the Reign of Iler 
Majesty, entitled '.An Act to declare the Rates in Currency at 
\vhich British Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender' "-was· 
read a third tin1e and passed-and 

The I-Ionorable the President signed the same. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the llouse went into Com ... 
mittee on the Bill entitled '' An Act to a1nend the La\v of Insol­
vency'' -

The llonorable Mr. CARSON in the Chair. 
. . 

After some time the I-louse resumed. 

The Chairman reported progress, and asl{ed leave to sit a.gain 
to-morrow. 

· Ordered-That the report be received. 

On motion made and seco11ded, the }louse adjourned until to., 
morro\v, at 3 o'clock, P. M. \ 



• 
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23rd and 24th April, 1856. , 
" 

Jl1s ExciLLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

WEDNESD.!l.Y, 231~d .!l.PRIL, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment~ 

PRESENT : 

Tlte 'Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' .JAMES TOBIN 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 

• 
The Honorable the Preside1)t declared the House adjourned 

until to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M., for want of a quorum. 

THURSD.11.Y, 24th .!J.PRJL, 1856. 

The House m-et. 

. PRESENT -:-
. 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' GEORGE H. El\'IERSON . 
.,~ PHI°LIP DUGGAN 
., THOMAS ltOW 
.,, JAMES J. ROGERSON 
~~ SAMUEL CARSON 
'' JOHN ROCIIFOR'r 
i' JA~fES 'l OBIN 
'' JAl\IES CORl\IACK 

The Minutes ~f Tuesday and Wednesday last 'vere read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House \Vent into Com­
mittee on the Bill entitled '' A.n Act to amend the Law of Insol­
vency''-

The Honorabie Mr. CARSON in the Chair. 

After some tin1e the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow .. 

• 

.. 

Hoa• meet1. 

. ... 

Member• preaeot. 

House adjourned foi 
waut of a quorum. 

Roa1e meetl • 

Uemben ,.._nt. 

Law of InsolvencJ 
amendment Bill­
Cummitte-1 

• 



Setd and other Fisher­
ies Bill-
.Brought in and­
Read 1st time, 

N otice of no Address 
i (J : h~ Sf'cre tury of 
St >ttt~ for ~lilitary and 
Nl\~r:al protection. 

.U ouse adji()\lfD8o. 

J,i\W nf I nsoh1·Rncy 
~mt! ndmeot Bi1)­
"Read 3al l im 1> cud 
paa1~d. 

• 

• 
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24th and 25tli Ap1~il, 1856. 
• I 

SECOND SESSION, S1xT11 GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cTORIA. 

Pnrsunnt to notice, the II onorable the SoLICITOR GENERAL 

brought in a Bill to regulate the S eal and other Fisheries of this 
Island, \vhich \Vas read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morro\v, and to be 
printed. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Ton1N, it 'vas ordered that 
the Pilotage Regulation An1end1nent Bill be printed. 

• The I-Ionorable Mr. To BIN gives notice, that .he \vill to-morrow 
bring in an Address to tl~e Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
praying t~1at a Naval and increased Military Force may be sent to: 
this Island. 

On motion made and seconded, the· House adjourned. until 
to-m.orrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

FRlDJJ.Y, 25th Jl.P RIL, 18560. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment .. 

PRE&EN'f :· 

The Ilo1iorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, Preside2.it .. 
'' THOM~t\S RO\i\T 
'' J .i\.l\'.IES COllMACK 
''. PHil .. I P D UG-GAN 
,,_ GEORGE fl. 11~1\IER.SON. 

'' JAMES T OBIN 
'·' JOH N ROC I-IFORT 
'' JAl\iES J. ROGEllSON 

The l\linutcs of vesterday "\Vere read. .. ~ 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill e~titled ''An Act t°" 

amend the L a'v of .Insolvency," was read a third ti1ne and passed-. 
an<l 

The I-Ionorable the President signed tl1e same~ 

Whereupon the said' Bill l\~as tuken to the I-louse of Assembly 
by the Iviaster-in-Chancery, ' vi th a Message acquainting the1n that 
this !louse had passed the sarne \Vithout amendm.ent~ 

• 

• 



• 

I 
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25tli AprU, 1~56. 

H11s Exe ELLEN.CY CHARLES HENRY D ·ARLING:, EsQu·1aE,. Gover.nori •. 

~=================:::ic========:c:====~·· 

Pursuant to the order ot the d·ay, the House· went into Commit-. 

tee on the Bill entitled '' An Act to amend the Act for the. Incor­
poration of the New York, N ewfoundl.and, and Lo11don Telegraph1 
Compan)7''-

The Honorable. Mr. CoRMACK in the Chair~. 

After some time the House resumed~ 

The Chairman. reported the Bill without amendment-... 

Ordered=-Tnat th·e report be r.eceived .. 

• 

Ordered:_That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow ... 

Pursuant to. the· order· of· the day, . the· Bill entitled! ''·An· Act to1 

amend the Laws for the Regulation of Pilots and the Pilotage of 

Vessels: at the Port of St. John's,:' was read a second time-and~ 

Ordered-To he comn1itted to-morrow . . 

Pursuant to . notice,. the Honorable Mr. ToBIN brought in!an1 
Address to Her Majesty's. Principal Secretary of State · for the 

Colonies, praying· that a. Naval and. Military Force. may be sent: ~o, 

this Colony, which: was read a first time-and. 

Ord·ered:_To he read a· second. time to-morrow; . 

Pursuant to the ord.er of the day, the Bill to regulate· the Seal ~ 
and other Fisheries of this Island, was read a sec_ond time-and .. 

Ordered-To be committed· to~morrow~ .. 

The Honorable l\1Ir. RQw gives. notice, . that he will to"' morrow· 
bring in a Bill to amend the Act of the 1st Victoria, entitled•· ''An. 
Act for regulating. the Service of Merchant Seamen· engag~d . in .the.: 
Vessels of this Colony/' 

The Honorahl~ Mr. To BIN gives notice, that he will-to-morrow. 

mov.e that the 35th1 Rule of the .House be suspended w-itl1 reference 

to .the passing of the A:.ddress to· the Secretary · of State-praying for: 
a · Naval and. Military Force. . . 

• 

New York.New foundw. 
land. and London Tel­
egraph Co1npaoyBill-.. 
Committed-

) 

Reported;. 

Pilot Regulation Bil~· 
Read.2d time. 

kddrese . to the Sf'er-9 .. . 
tary of.Stnte for N avli!~ 
and Military force- . 
Brou ~ht in aod-M 
Read lat thna. _ 

Seal on<l other FlshetM· 
ies H~gu lat ion Bia,_ 
Read 2d time..-

N otiee of·Bitl to amendi 
Mt- rchant·: Sea~n 'ih 
A~t. 

N otiee tr> susne.nd 3fillii1 
Rule. of. the Hou.&~ .. 

On motion made and seconded," the House adJ~urned · until Hou•• !!dj~urDL. 
t'O:-morrow, . at 31 .. 0' clock, P. .• . Me , 



J 

H•ase meett. 

.. 

Pro,10sed ~! ees9ge to 
the House of Assembly 
on t he s n hj~ct of 'the 
Eloctric Teie~rnph 
\uuendment Bill-

House divide• tbereou .. 

N e w York,New.found. 
)and nod L'Jodon Tel­
•'gt·Rph CompanyBiU­
R eud 3rd lime aod 
11ammd. 
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26th Apr·il, 1856 • 

• SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eTORJA. 

S.fl TDRD.flY, 26th .f:LP RIL, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

Tlie Ho1iorable I,AURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES 1~0BIN 
'' ' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' JAl\iES CORl\li\CK 
'' PI-IILIP DUGGAN 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

· On the order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
Electric Telegraph Amend:ment Bill, the Honorable l\'.lr. Row 
moved that the said Bill be re-co1nmitted, and that the follo,ving 
Message be sent to the House of Assembly :-

Mr. SPEAKER,-

'J,he Legislative Council, in pursuance of one of its standing 
Rules and in reterence to the private Bill passed by and sent up to 
them from the House of Assembly, entitled ''An Act to amend the 
Act for the Incorporation of the N cw York, N e\vfoundland, and 
London Telegraph Con1pany," request that the Evidenc.e received 
by the House of Assembly in proof of the allegations or matt.ers 
whereon the Bill is found_ed, be communicated to the Legislative 
Council. 

Whereupo~ the House divided, when there appeared-

CONTENT-I. NoN-CONTENT-7. 

So the question passed in the negative. -

Pursuant to the order of the <l~y, .the Bill entitled " An Act. to 
amend an Act for the Incorporation of the N e\v Y Qrk, N e\vfound­
land and London Telegraph Company,'' \Vas thc.n r~ad a third time 

·~nd passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 



• 
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26th Ap1--il, 1856. 

II1s ExcELLENCY C11ARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor • . . 

Whereupon, a Message was sent to the House of Assembly, 
acquainting them that this House had passed the said Bill without 
amenq.ment. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Address to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, on the subject of a Military and Naval 
Force for this Island, was read a second time. 

It 

Whereupon, in pursuance of notice, it was moved by the 

Honorable Mr. Tobin-and Ordered accordingly, ~that the 35th Ruic 
of the House be suspended with reference to the said Address. 

The House then went into Committee on the Address. 

The Honorable Mr. DUGGAN in the Chair. 

After. some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reporteo the Address. 
• 

Ordered-That the Report be received. 

Ordered~That the Address be printed. 

The said Address was then read a third time and passed, and is 
as follow~ :-

To the Right Honorable Iler Majesty's Pri~ncipal 

Secretary of State fo'f the Colonies, <}c., q'c. 

The Men1orial of the Legislative Council of Newfoundland, in 
'General Assembly conve11ed-

Respectf ully she\veth-

That the establishment of Peace will soon happily occasion 
a necessity for the distri~ution of those Troops and Ships \vhicl1 are 
n.O\Y. concentrated on the theatre of war ; and \Ve llumbly pray, that 
a. portion of that Military and Na val Force 'vhich, by the cessation 
of hostilities shall be relieved from more active service, may be 

rstatjoncd in N e\vfou11dland. 

Your Memorialists submi~, that there is no Colony belonging to 
Great Britain, which offers greater advantages than this, as quarters 
for Iler l\lajesty's Troops a~d as a Station for lier Ships of War, 
because~ 

Address to Secretary 
of State for Na val and 
Military force­
Read 2d time-

(35th Rule of the . 
House au1pend~d.) 

Addrea committed-

Reported-

Read 3rd time and 
passed-

The Address. 
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26th April, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, S1xTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cT0RtA. 

First-The salubrity of its climate is unsu·rpassed by that of 
any country in the world, and ·we appeal to the official returns mad~ 
to. the Horse Guards, of the mortality of British Troops in various 
quarters of the g.lobe, to confirrn this assertion. In fact, many of 
those diseases which decimate our soldiers and sailors. in other 
countries are not known here. 

Secondly..:_ The Island of Newfoundland constituting,. in a 
military point of view, the Key of the St. Lawrence, n1ust ever 
make it important 'to England, and the geographical position of St. 
John's offers singular advantages for the concentration therein of a 
Militarv Force, inasmuch as it. is a safe and commodious harbor, not ., 

beset by any hidden d.angers nor subject to tid~es which can interfere 
with ingress or egress at all hours-its depth of water is sufficient 
for the accornn1odation of ships of the largest draft-it lies on the 
sea board and directlv in· the route· between Great B·ritairi and ~ ., 

America-it is. the nea.rest Port on this side of the Atlantic to 
Europe, is situated midway between the old and the new worlds, 
and from it, in case of necessity, Troops co.uld. be moved East or· 
West with equal facility .. 

Thirdly-The Eastern Coast of· Newfoundland is less· subject 
to fog than that of the neighbouring Continent,. or of England, and 
if at any time St. John~s should be, as it sometimes is in. Spring, 
temporarily obstructed by ice-an inconvenience which appli~s with 
still greater force to the Conti.i1ental Ports of British America­
ready access is obtainable by means of the harbor of Trepassy or 
the Ports of Placentia Bay, distant only sixty miles, and which are 
~ept free of ice by the same wind which occasions the obstruction to 
St. John's. 

Fourthly-The establishment, within a few months, of Electric 
'felegraph Communication between St. John's · and America, (of 
which fact there seems to be no. reasonable doubt,) and probably at 
no distant period, of similar communication between Great Britain 
and N e,vfoundland, supply· additional inducernents to the Govern­
ment of England to make this city a la'rge Depot for her Troops. 

The protection of our Fisheries, and their encouragement as a 
nursery for British seamen, are matters of national i1nportance; they 

• 

• 

.. 
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26tli .April, 1~56. 

His EXCELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

can be best secured by the presence and aid of Ships of War, and 
we trust that with reference to those objects, the necessity of 
stationing several ·Men of War in Newfoundland, will not be 
disregarded. 

During the last French and American Wars this Port was made 
an Admiral's station; its central position and safe anchorage 
obviously suggested such a course. We have never learned that the 
Service was pr~judiced thereby, but the reverse, and we earnestly 
trust that ere long it will again be restored to that position. 

The foregoing facts are most respectfully submitted to Her 
Majesty's Government, because we are a\vare that Imperial consid­
erations will principally influence the1n in the disposition of the 
National Forces. 

At the same time we humbly hope, that the Colonial advantages, 
and individual benefits of Her Majesty's Subjects in this, the most 
ancient Depend£ncy of the Crown of England, which has heretofore 
&gely co.ntributed its Revenues to the Imperial Government of 
Great Britain as well as furnished numbers of its hardy and experi­
enced Sons for the service of our National Navy, will not be deemed 
unworthy of some attention at the hands of the Parent State. 

We request that you will be pleased to lay this our Memorial 
before the proper Department of Her Majesty's Governmeiit, sup­
porting it by your influence, and as in duty bound we shall ever· pray. 

... 
(Signed) . LAURENCE O'BRIEN, 

Legislative Council Chan1ber, l 
26th April, . 1856. S 

P1~esident. 

The Honorable Mr. TonIN gives notice, that he will to-morro\v 
move for an Address to th~ Secretary of State for the Colonies, on 
the subject of Direct Mail Communication by Steam from England 
to this Port. · 

On inotion made and seconded, the I-louse adJ·ourned until 
Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

• 

Notice ··of· motion fo~ 
an address to the Se ... 
ere ta ry of State for di­
rect Mail communica·· 
tion by Steam. 

House adjouruo 



.. 

House meets. 

Members pr~sent. 

R·~ i" ~ t ~i)f?ltll i H ,. p 9' ~· ,, ... 
;1ni l ' ~? d ) • :?1·· P1L't, r ~ q 
'f ~ .... .; t : ~, tA..i H UHlthH J IJJt 11t 

13
. 
1.1-

and 

On t11.- Sent nn<l oth~t· 
fi~ueJ ies regulat iou BiJJ. 

l\f er~hant SP.nm~n's 
Act nrnt-ttdiuent 1Jill­
ll1·nu L! ~ ll in ll nu-

• • lleud ltit uu1-J. 

llouse adjourns. 
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28th April, 1856. 

SECOND SEss10N,- St:xTH -.GENERAL ' Ass~MBEY, 19th ¥;1eT:oRIA • 

:MON.D.11.Y, 2Stll, Jl.P.RrJ.!L, ll856. , 
The House m-et pursuant to adjounnme11t. 

PRESENT: 

The Ho1ior.aole ·LAU:RENCE O'RRLEN, Pi!esident. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
" PHILIP. DUGGAN . 
'' Jl\MES CORMA:CK 
'' TN«t)MA.S ~ROW 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' S .. ~MUEL CARSON 
'' JOHN ROCHFOR T 

'The .. Minutes of Saturday last were·read . 
• 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Row, it was-
. . . 

Ordered--That a Select Committee be appointed .. to take 
evidence on the snbject of the Pilot~ge Regulation Amendment 
Bill. 

Oroered-ri!hat the Honorable Messrs. Ro,v, Rogerson and 
Tobin, ~ be a Co1nmittee for that purpose. 

On motion .of the Honorable Mr. Rogerson, it was-

Ordered-That a Select Committee he appointed to take 
evidei:ice on the subject of the SP-al and othe1· Fisheries Regulation 

JJill. 

01·dered-~hat the Honorable Mess1·s. Rogerson, En1erson, 
Row and Corn1ack, be a CommittPe for that purpose. 

Pursuant to notice, the Honorable lVl.r. ·Row brongl1t in a Bill 
to nme11d the Merchant Sea1n2n's Act, which was read a first time . . . -' 
an<l-

Order.ed-To be riead a second time to-morrow, and to he 

printed. 

0 11 motion made an:l sacondetl, the ~House ,adjourned u11til 
\ 

Thursday next, at 3 o'clock, f. M. 

\ 
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lst and 2nd May, 1856. 

Jl1sExc~LLENcv .. CHAR1i1rs HENRY DARiii NG, EsQUIRE, Gover.nor. • 

. THURS!D.llY, 1st MAY:, 1856. 

At half-past three of the Clock, P. M., there were present 

The Ho1iorable LAURENCE OtBRIEN·, President. 
'' JAMES CQRMACK 
'' THOMAS ROW 
., -dAM·ES J. ·RQGERSON 

The Honorable the PresHlent declared ·the ·House ~Cljourned 
until to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M., for want of afquoEum • 

• 

. ERIDJJ.Y;, Sncl MJJ.Y., 1856. 

The House met. 

.. 

. The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' ~AMES CORMACK 
'' ;J6HN ROCHFOR T 
'' .JAMES TOBIN 

The Minutes of Monday and Thursday last 'v.ere read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to amend the Mer,­
chant Seamen's Act, was read a second time-and 

Ordered-To be comn1itted to-morrow. 

The Honorable Mr. Row, fro1n the Select Committee appoint·· 
ed to take evidence on the Pilots' Act Amend1uent Bill, reported that 
they had taken evidence on the matter referred to the1n, and which 
he laid betore the House-

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Evidence be printell. 

• 

House adjourns for 
want of a q11oru~. 

House meet1 • 

Members preaent. 

~rerrhnnt SenmPn's 
Act om~ndment .Bill­
Read 2J time. 

RAport of SttlPct Com-
1nitt~e oppoiuted to 
tuke evidence onPilots 
Act amendment Bill. 

• 



Pilots Act Amendment· 
BiJl-
Committed....oll 

Reported with amend­
ments. 

Education Bin ... 
Brought Ulland­
Read lat time. 

l\1 essage from the 
House of Assembly 
·concu1..-ing in the sug· 
gestion that a new 
clause be introouced in 
the British Coina 1·egal 
value Bill. 
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2nd May, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, ~ SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cTORIA. .• 

Pursuant to the order of the. day, the House went into Com-, 
mittee on the Pilots' Act An1endment Bill-

The Honorabie Mr. CARSON in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Cl1air1nan reported the Bill with some amendments. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the amendments be engrossed, and the Bill · 
as amended, read a third time to-n1orro\v. 

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill 
for the concurrence of this House, entitled ''An Act for the . . 

encouragement of Education,'' which was read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow. ... 

The sarne deputation also_._brought up a Message, in the follow­
jng words:-

Mr. PRESIDENT,-

· Tl1e House of Asrembly acquaint the Legislative Council, 

that they concur in the suggestion contained in the Message from 
the Ccn1ncil, of 22nd April last, viz,-That tl1e Bill sent up to them· 
from the Assembly, entitled ''An Act for establishing the legal value 

of certain British a.nd other Coins in this Colony,'' would be more 
complete if a provision to render the counterfeiting of the Foreign 
Coins mentioned in tl1~ said Rill and the uttering of such counter­
feited Foreign Coins, as penal as the counterfeiting of tl1e Queen's 

Coins and the uttering of tl1e same- . 

The Assembly are tl1erefore of opinio11, that. a section embody­
ing such a provision should be added to the Bill now before the 

Council. 

House of ,\ssembly, ~ 
, ]st May, 1856. 5 

(Sig11ed) 

• 

A. SHEA, 

Speal~er. 

.. 

• 

• 

, 
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2nd May, 1~56. 

H1sEXCELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor: 

· A deputatio~. from the H ·ouse of Assembly brought up a Mes­

sage in the following words :-

Mr. PRESIDENT,-

The House of Assembly acquaint the Legislative Council, 

that they concur in the amendments 1nade by the Council in and upon 

the Bill sent up from the Assembly, entitled, "Act Act to regulate 

the granting of Licenses for the wholesale of Wines and Spirituous 

Liquors,'' with the exception of the amendment expunging the pro­
visos at the end of the 4th Section, which they are of opinion should 

stand part of the Bill, for the following reasons : 

MessagefromAs1embJy 
concurring in certalu. 
amendments on th& 
Wholesale Spirituoua 
Liquor Bill, and J:•· 

·jectiog otbere .. 

. 
1st-That the Bill sent up to the Council was intended as a re-· 

medial measu.re, to protect the Licensed Dealer in SpirituousLiquors 

from the unfair and injurious competition of parties selling. by retail 
the same article without I~icense. 

.. 2nd-That the amendment of the Council does not carry out 

this idea, but on the contrary would, in its operation, press with 

greater hardship on the Licensed Retailer, as, in addition to the Li­
cense they would be compelled to pay the charge imposed upon the 

Importer, whose interest, it is manifest, would be to increase the 
price of the article to the Retail Dealer for the purpose of reimburs- . 

ing hiinself on the amount paid as a License Fee. 

The Assembly adopt this course to avoid the delay consequent 
upon asking a conference with the Council, but at the same time 

have no desire that this departure fro1n the usual forms on their part, 

nor their assenting to the amendment of the Council in the 3rd Sec-

tion of the Bill in altering the amount of the License Fee, should 
be construed into a precedent. 

The A ssembJy therefore request the concurrence of the Council . 
in the <lm€n<lmcnts 1nade by them. . 

House of .L\ss_emh __ Iy '. ~ 
29th A pr1I, 1856. S 

(Signed) A. SHEA, 

Speaker. 

• 



Message rromAssem· 
bly concurring io the 
J uror1 Qualification 

• Bill • . 

• 
J\tessage from Assam· 
bJy concurring in the 
amendments of the 
(;ouncil on the Limited 
Partnerships Bill-

• 
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2nd May, 1856. 

SECOND 8Ess10N, StxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th Y:1eTos1:1: 

The same Deputation also brought up a Message acquainting 
this House, that they had passed the amendments made by the 
Council, on the Bill entitled ''An Act to detern1ine the Qualifica· 

. 
tion of Jurors to serve in the several Courts of this lslan·d~ and . . 
to regulate the empannelling of Jurors therein,'' without amend· 
ment. 

J 

The said deputation a.Jso brought up a Bill' tor the concurrence ofi 
this H;ousc, entitled '' An Act to autl1orize the Governor in <0ouncil'' 
to erect J_.ight Houses on the Coast of this Colo11y, and for· other 
purposes,'' w-hich was read a first time-and 

Ordered-To lie read a · second time to-morrow, and Co bel 
printed. 

A deputation from the House of Assembly bi-ought up~ a~ ·MeS'S. 
sage, i11 the follo\ving \tvords :-

Mr. PRESIDENT,-

The House of Assembly concur in the an1endments o~ the . 
Legjslative Council in and upon the Bill sent up from the Assembly, 
entitled '' An Act to provide for Lin1ited Partnerships,'' with" the~ 

exception of the amend1nents on the 20th Section, 3rd line, to 'Vnich 
they have rr1ade an an1endme11t, ·and r:eq uest the cor1cu1:rence of· the 
Council thereon. 

The Asse1nbly also concur in tl1e amcndments·of the Council 
in and upon ~he Bill se11t up from tl1e Asse1nbl.r, entitled ''An· Act 

~i;:n~~~~f Corpor- to authorize the formation of Gorporations for ~fanufacturing, Mer..; 
Canti)e, l\fining, M.ccha11ica) Or: {jhetnica) purposes," \Vith the.excep-

\Vitb amendments. tion of the arn e11dn1en.t.s on the Sr.d line ot the 26th and 29th Sectioi1s, 

upon \vl1ich tl1ey have 1nade an amendment, and 1·equest t11e·con-· 
currence of tl1e Cot111cil therci11. 

House of .c\sse1nbly, ~ · 
28tl1 April, 1856. 5 

A. SIIEA, 
-

Speakero. 

. . 

• 
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2nd. and 3rd Mag, 1856. 

Hrs ExcELUENC¥ CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

The Honorable Mr. RoGERSoN, from the Select Committee 
appointed to take Evidence on the subject of the Seal and other 
Fisheries Bill, reported that they had taken Evidence on the matter 
referred to the1n, and which he laid before the House. 

o ·rdered-That the report .be received. ·. 

Qrdered-That the Evidence be printed. 

:Report or SelAct Com- f 
mittee appointed· to 
take evidence on the 
SAal and other Fish· 
el'ies Bill-

The Honorable Mr. TOBIN gives notice, that he will to-mort.ow·' Notice for a return of 
r R f h b f V I h d d } d Vessels ente1·ed ut the move 1 or a et urn o t e num er o esse s t at entere an c eare Port of St. John's for 

at the Port of St. John's during each month of the last ten years. ..\ ten yeai·s. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Hollie adjourns: 

t~-mQrrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

S.11 TURD-.0.Y, 3rd .M:fl.Y, 1856. 

The House.met pursuant to adjournment .. 

PRESENT: 
) 

The Honorable I.,AURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES 1'0B-IN 
'' PHILII1 DUGG.L~N 
'' Tl-IOMAS R<)W 
'' JAMt.~S C<>Rr.iACK 
" Ji\MES J. llOGERSON 

The Minutes· of yestetdaY, "vere read. 

A lleputation fron1 the Jrlouse of Assembly brought up a Mes­

sage in the follo,ving words :-. 
l\lr. PRESIDENT,- l 

The llouse of Assembly have passed the Bill sent down 
from the Council, entitled " An ..l\ct to repeal the Patent Acts of 
this Colo'ny, and to nlake other provisions in lieu thereof," with some 
an1end1nents, · to which they request the concurrence of ·the 
Council. 

House of Asse1nbly, ~ · 
,2nd l\iay, 18560 S 

(Signed) A. SHEA, 
Speaker. 

House meeta. 

!\!embers present. 

l\I esS"oge from Ar3sem ... 
bly con~urriog in the 
Patent A~ts 1 epP.al Bill 
-with some amend .. 
men ts. 



Amendments read lat 
time. 

Public Debt Consolida· 
tioo Bill-
Brought up and­
Read 1st time. 

Pilots Act Amendment 
Bill-
Read 31·d time and 
passed-

British Coins Legal 
Value Bill­
re-committed-

Rnportec1 with ao 
amendment-

The ninendmeot. 

• 
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3rd Moy, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1cTORIA~ 

The said amendments were then read a first tin1e-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow. 

The same deputation also .brought up a Bill for the concurrence 
of this House, entitled ''An Act to authorize the Consolidation of 
Sixty Eight Thousand Six IIundred and Seven Pounds Five Shillings 
and Four Pence, out of the Public Debt of the Colony," which 
wag read a first time-and 

Ordered-To be read a second time to-morrow, and to be 
printed. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill as amended, enti­
tled '' A.n Act to amend an Act entitled 'An Act to amend the 
Laws for the regulation of Pilots and the Pilotage of Vessels at the 
Port of St. John's,' " was read a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

The said Bill 'vas then taken to the House of Assembly for their 
concurrence in the amendrnents. 

, On motion of the Honorable Mr. Row, the Bill entitled '' An 
Act for Establishing the Legal Value of certain British and other 
Coins in this Colony," was rc-committed-

The Honorable Mr. CoRMACK in the Chair. 

After some time the I-louse resumed. 

The Chai1·1nan reported the Bill with an amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the amendment be engrossed, and the Bill 
a-s an1ended, read a third tin1e to-n1orro\v. 

The Arnendment is as follows :-

Insert before the 11th clause of the Bill-

'' .That any person who shall knowingly and unla\vfully counter­
feit any of the F,oreign Coins hereinbefore mentioned, or who shall 
knowingly and un]a,vfully utter such Counterfe-ited Foreign Coins, 
shall be guilty of the like offence respectively as kno\vingly and un­
lawfully counterfeiting any of the Queen's Coins, or knowingly and 

' 

• 
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3rd May, 1856 • 

. H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor . 

. unlawfully uttering such Counterfeited Queen's ·coins, and shall be 
subject to the like procedure and penalties as persons charged with 
and convictt~d of counterfeiting any of the Queen's Coins, or of 

knowingly and unlawfully uttering the same." 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com­

mittee on the Bill, entitled ''An Act to amend an Act entitled 'An 
Act for regulating the Service of Merchant Seamen, engaged in the 
Vessels of this Colony' ''-

The Honorabie Mr. DUGGAN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be engrosse~, and read a third 
time to-morrow. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. RoGERSON, it was-
I 

Ordered-That the Correspondence between the Chairman and 
Metnbers of the Protestant Board of Education at Burin, do lie on 

the table. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. ToBIN, it \Vas-
' 

O rdered-That the Customs' Departrnent be called on to 
furnish a Return of V esse_ls that have entered the port of St. John's 

for the last ten years. 

On 1notion, the amendments of the Assembly on the Council's 
amencmcnts on the Bill entitled "An Act to provide for Li1nited 
Partnerships," " rere read a sctond time-and · 

Ordered-To be· comn1itted to-morrolv. 

MArrhnnt Seamen'• 
Act amendment BiJl­
Comulitted-

Reported, 

Corr~spondence of 
Prott>stnnt Hoard of 
Educution.-
'fo lie oo tlie Table. 

On motion- - · 
R~turo of Vessels_ -to 
be fu.-ni .. hPd by the 
<.:usto1ns' D~1lartme11t. 

Assembly's amend .. 
tnPuts on Council's 
um ... ndmP.nfs on I,imit­
ed Pnrt nf>rships Bill­
Reud 2d time-

and 

On n1otion, the nmendmcnt c~f the I-louse of Assembly on the. On formntion of Cor~ 
f poi utiot•s Bi11-

Cou nci l's amendments on the Bill to authorize the formation o Read 2ud time. 

Corporations, w:as read a second tirnc-an(l 
, 

Ordered-To be committed to.-morrow. 
' -



Hotice for conference 
on }"ormation of Cor· 
porationa Bill. 

Assembly's amend­
ments on Council's 
amendmeotson \Vhole· 
tsale Spidtuous L.iceoae 
Bill-
Read 2nd time. 

Notice to suspAod 35tb 
rule of the House. 

Hout adjoaru. 

Members pre1&nt.: 

British Coins Legal 
Value Bill-
Read 3d time and 
passed. 

Merchant Seamen's 
Act amendment .Bill-

8.2 

3rd and 5th May, 1856. 

St:COND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19th VICTOR'JA. 

The Honoral>le Mr. Row gives notice, that to-morrow Ire will 
mol1e that a Conference be sought with ·the House of Assembly on 
the subject of their Amendments on the said Bill. ' 

On motion, the amendments of the House of Assembly on the 
Council's k1nendmen~s on the Wholesale Spirituous Liquor License 
Bi.II, were read a second ti1ne-and 

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow . 
. 

~he Honorable Mr. ToBIN gives notice, that on Monday next 
he will move that the 35th Rule of the House be suspended as 
respects all Bills that are now, or may come, before the Council. 

• 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjQurnefl u~til 
Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M • 

.. 

• 
, 

MONDAY, 5th M/J.Y, 1856. 

,-.he House met pursuant to adjournme11t. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, P1·esident. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' THOI\IAS llOW 
'' JAMI~S J. llOGERSON 
'' S.,\MUEL CARSON .. 

' ' PHII.,IP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 

The Minutes of Saturday last were read. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bilf, as amended, entitled 
''An Act for establishing the Legal Value of certain British and .. 
other Coins in this Colony," \Vas read a: third time and passe~and 

The ~-Ionorable the Pre.aiaent signed the same. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to amend an Act, e~ 
titled '' An Act fo1· regulating the Service of Merchant Seamen 

' 



..... 

5th May, 1856." 

Hrs EXOBLLENCV CHARLES.HENRY DitRUING, ESQUIRE, Governor.. 

engaged in the Vessels of this Colony',, \Vas read a third time and 
passed--and J 

• 

Ordered-That the title be ''An A.ct to amend an Act entitled 
c An Act for regulating the Servi~e of Merchant Seamen engag-

. ed in the Vessels of this Colony,' ''- , t 

Whereupon the Honorabl~ thP. President signed the said Bill. 

Ordered-That the same be sent to the House of Assembly for 
concurrence. 

A deputation from the House of Assembly brought up .a Mes, 
sage, concurring in the an1endment made by the Council in and upon 
the Bill to establish the Legal Value of certain British and other 
·Coins in this Colony. 

Pursuant to the order of .the day, the Hou~e went into Com­
mittee on the Bill to regulate the Seal and other Fisheri~s of thi1 
Island-

The Iionorable Mr. CARSON in the Cfiair. 

After some tin1e the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again 
to-morrolv. . 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Read 3rd &lme and 
paased. 

Title. 

lfessage (romAssem .. 
bly concurriog iD 
amendment on th& 
British Coio1 Legal 
Wahte Bill. 

Seal ftnd other F11b­
e1·ies Bill-.. 
Committed~ 

Pursuant to the ·order of the day, the House went into Com- Education Bin .... 
Committed­

mittee on the Bill entitled '' An Act for the Encouragement of 
Education''-

The Honorable Mr. CoRMACK in the Chair. 

"After some time the House resumed. 

The Chair1nan reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered--:That the report be received. · 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow·. 

0 

Reported, 

Pursua11t to the order of the day, the House \Vent into Com• Erection of Light 

Mittee on the Bill entitled, '' An Act to authorize t11e Governor . in Houses Bill­Coanmitted-



Reported. 

Conff'rPnr.e ord~red nn 
&nlP.ndantant of Assern­
b!y on forrnntion of 
Corporutioos Bill-

I 

'5th May, 1856. 

SECOND SEss10N, SIXTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1c'i'oRIA .• 

Council to erect Light Houses on the coast of this.Colony, and for 
other purposes''-

. 
The Honorabl~ Mr. DuGGAN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 
) 

" 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion of the Honorable Mr. Row 
-it was 

Ordered-That a Conference l1e had \Vith the House of As­
sen1bly on the subject of the amendn1cnt made by the Assembly on 
the (;ouncil's amendments on the Bill entitled ''An Act to authorize 
the form·ation of Corporations for Manu·facturing, Mining, Mer-. 
cantile, Mechanical, Chernical, or other purposes.'' · 

Ordered-That the Honorable Messrs. Row and Tobin be the 
Confe1·ees appointed. Conferees on the part of this House, and that they be a Committee 

to draft Instructions to the Conferees. 

. AnH:1ndmPnts of As­
SPn1uly on Cou[lcil's 
e tnB 1H.J tnfl! nts on the 
W h1.~ lt-s1tle Spirituous 
JJiqoor Bil l­
Cornnaitled-

Reported. 

ConEioti<lntion of Public 
Debt. Hill-
Read 2nd time. 

Pursua11t to the order of the day, the House "\Vent into Commit-. 
tee on the amendments of the House of Assembly on the amend-. 
n1ents of the Council on the Bill, e11titled ''An Act to regulate the· 
granting of lAicenses for the Wholesale of Wines, Spirituous and 
Malt Liquors''-

The Ilonorable Mr. R O\V in tl1e Chair~ 

Aft.er some time the IIouse resun1ed. 

The Chairman reported the amendments \Vitho11t amendment .. 

Ordercf!-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the said amendments be read a third time to-. 

morro\\'. 

Pursuant to the order of tl1e day, the Bill entitled ' ' A11 Act to 
authorize tlie Consolidation of Sixty-eight 'l'housand Six Hundred 
and Sev~n Pounds J.':ve Shillings and Four Pence of the Public 

Debt of tJ1c Colony,' ' Vt'as read a secon<l time-and 

... 
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5tli May, 1856. 

H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, ESQUIRE, Governor. 

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the amendments of the House 
of Assembly on the Council's amendments on the Bill to repeal the 

. Patent Acts of this Colony, and to make other provisions in lieu 
thereof, were read a second time-and 

.. Ordered-To be committed to-morrow. 

The Honorable Mr. Row, from the Select Committee appointed 
to draft Instructions to the Conferees on the subject of the forma­
tion of Corporations Bill, presented a draft thereof, which was read 
and adopted, and is as follows : 

The Legislative Council have asked this Conference with the 
House of Assembly upon the amendment made by the House of As­
sembly upon the amendments made by the Council upon the Bill sent 
up to them entitled " An Act to authorize the formation of Corpor­
ations for Manufacturing, ~ercantile, Mechanical or Chemical pur­
poses,'' for the purpose of bringing under the consideration of the 
House ot Asscn1bly the principle upon which the Council expunged 
the words in the .26th and .27th Sections, " Insolvent or". 

A person may be insolvent-that is, unable to pay twenty shil­
lings in the pound to all his creditors-for years before he be declar­
ed such by a Court of competent jurisdiction, or by a composition 
with creditors, or by any other public declaration. 

There is an obvious difference between insolvency and a decla­
ration of that insolvency, and whilst the Council are fully of opi­
nion that sales, assignments, or transfers made after a ''declaration o' insolvency,'' or in contemplation of insolvency, should be void as 
against Creditors ; and also are of opinion that the Company should 
not make any assignment of their property when they are insolvent, 
they nevertheless think that an innocent and bon,a fide .Assignee of 
property should not be deprived of his security and prejudiced by 
the fact of the circun1stances of the Debtor at the time of makinoo 

.It> 

such transfer being insolvent when such Assignee did not know, and 
had no means of kn..o\iving the fact. 

The Council think that the words ''actually insolvent'' do not 
alter the legal position, and they suggest that instead of those words, 

Assembly's amend­
ments on Council's 
amendments on Patent 
Acts repeal Bill­
Read 2nd time. 

Instructions to eoufor .. 
ees on amendment oi 
Assembly on forina­
tion of CorporatioQS 
Bill-
Read and adopted-

The iostruction1. 



:35thRule oftheHouse 
suspended. 

Hou e adjourns. 

House meets. 

l\Iembers present. 

Education Bill-
and 

J~rection of Light 
Houses Bill-

l\aad 3rd time and 
pn.~sed. 

5th and 6th May, 856. 

·sEooNn SEss10N, SrxTa GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eToR1:&. 

the words '' declared insolvent'' should be inserted, \Vhich they be­
ieve would meet the fair requir.ements of the case. 

(Signeo) LAURENCE O'BRIEN, 

Legislative Council Chamber, l 
5th May, 1856. . 5 President. 

. Pursuant to notice, and on motion of the Honorable Mr. TOBIN, 
it was- · 

• 

~rdered-That the 35th Rule of the House be suspended with 
reference to all Bills that are now, or may come, before the House 
during the present session. 

The Honorable Mr. To BIN gives notice, that he will to-morrow 
move that a Select Committee he appointed on Contingencies. 

On motion made and secoi1ded1 the House adjaurned until to· 
morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

TUESDJlY, 6th M.!l.Y, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
• 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' J Al\ - F~S 'l.,OBIN 
'' · JOHl'i ROCHFORT 
'' PHIL ·p DUGGAN 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' J-~~MES CORMACK 
'' TIIONf1\S ROW 
'' JAl\iES J. ROGERSON 

The Minutes of yesterday were read . 
. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, tl1e Bills entitled-. 
• 

''An Act for the Encourageme11t of Education''-and 

'' An Act to at1thorize the Governor in Council to erect Light 
Houses on the Coast of this Colony, and for other purposes,'~ 

Were read a third tin1e and passed. . 



... 

• 
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6th May, .1856. 

His EXJc~LLENCY Cu:A~LEs HENRY il:ARLUNG, ESQUIRE, Gover.nor. 

Wher:eupon tlie Honorable thP. .R~esident signed the same, and 
a ~essage was sent to .the House of Assembly acquainting thein 
therewith. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the amendments of the House 
of Assembly ~on the Council's amendments on the Bill, entitled 
''An Act to regulate the granting of Licenses for the Wholesale 
of Wines, Spirituous and Malt Liquors,'' was read a third time and 
passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed th~ same. 

Whereupon a. Message was sent to the House of Assembly, ac­
quainting them therewith. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com-
1 

mittee on the Bill to regulate the Seal and other Fisheries of this 
Island-

The Honorable Mr.. CARSON in the Chair. 

After some tin1e the House resumed. 

The Chairman repotted the Bill. 

Ordered-That the report be received . 
. 

Ordered-That the said Bill be engrossed, ·and read a third 
time to-morrow. .. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com­
lllittee on the Bill entitled ''An .Act to authorize the Consolidation 
of Sixty-eight 'J'1housand Six Hundred and Seven Founds FiNe 
Shillings and Four Pence of the Public Debt of ,this Colony,"-

The Honorable Mr. Row in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill. 

Ordered-That the Bill be read a third ti1ne presently. 

Amendments of As­
sembly on Council's 
amendments on the 
Wholesale Spirituous 
Liquor Bill-
Read 3d time and 
passed. 

Seal and other Fish· 
eries Bill­
Committed-

Reported • 

Consolidation of P&1blic 
Dbht Bill­
<:::ommitted-

Whereupon the said Bill was read a third time and passed- Read 3rd time and 
and pass5d, 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 



Supply Bill-
Brought up and­
Read 1st and 2d time, 

Amendments of As­
sembly on Council's 
amendments on the 
Patent Act amend .. 
mentBill­
Committed-

Reported-

Read 3rd time and 
passed, 

Notice respectieg the 
appointment of a Ma­
gistrate or Revenue 
Officer for St. Mary's. 

House adjourns. 

SS 

6th May, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH ·GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA. 

A Deputation from the. House of· Assembly brought up ·a Bill 
for the concurrence of this H.ouse, entitled '' An Act for Granting 
to Her Majesty a Sum of Money for Defraying the Expenses of the 
Civil Government of this Colony, for the year ending on the thirty­
first day of December, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty Six, 
and for other purposes,'' which was read a first and second time­
and 

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com­
mittee on the amendments of the House of Assembly on the Cou11-
cil' s amendments on the Bill entitled, ''An Act to repeal the Patent 
Acts of this Colony, and to make other provisions in lieu thereof''-

The Honorabie Mr. Ton1N, in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the amendments. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 
' 

• 

• 

The said a1nendments were then read a third time and passecl 
-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Pursuant to notice, and on motion of the Honorable Mr. TOBIN 

-it was 

Ordered-That the Honorable Messrs. Tobin, Row and Rog­
erson, be a Select Committee . on the Contingencies of this House 
for the present Session. 

The Honorable Mr. DuGGAN gives notice, that he will, t o-­

morrow, ask the Government if it is the intention of the Exect1tiYe 
to send a Magistrate or Revenue Officer to St. Ma~y's. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjol1rned until 
to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M • 

• 

.. 

I 
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7th May, 1856. 
, 

H1sEXOELLENOY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Gove~nor. 

WEDNESD.11.Y, 7th .MJ.J.Y, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' 
'' 
'' 
'' ,, 
'' 

JAMES TOBIN 
SAMUEL CARSON 
PHILIP DUGGAN 
THOMAS ROW 
JAMES CORMACK 
JAMES J. ROGERSON 

The Minutes of Saturday last were read. 

) 

I 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill to regulate the Seal 
and other Fisheri~s of this Island, was read a third time and passed 
-and 

. 
· The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the Bill entitled '' An Act for 
Granting to Her Majesty a Sum of Money for defraying the Ex­
penses of the Civil Government of this Colony, for the year ending 
on the thirty-first day of December, One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Fifty Six, and for other purposes,'' was read a third time and 
passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

'On motion of the Honorable Mr. ToBIN, the Petitions of Mr. 
Robert Rodger, for further consideration of his claim as Report~r 
of the Council at the commencement of the last Session-of Mr. 

I 

Thomas Talbot, the Reporter, to be relieved from certain liabilities 
incurred by him-and, of John Higgins, for remuneration for services 
on attending the Hot-air Stove, were read, and referred to the Select 

~ Committee on Contingencies. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. RoGERSoN, the Petition of 
Mr. Jarnes Seaton, for an addition to the grant of last Session for 
his services as Reporter to the Co~ncil, was read-and 

Ordered-To be referred to the Select Committee on Contin-
• genc1es. 

' 

Hou11 mtetl. 

Members present. 

Seal and other Fish­
eries Bill-
Read 3rd time and 
passed. 

Supply Bill­
Read 3rd time and 
passed. 

Petitions of R.Rodge1·, 
T. 'l'albot, and John 
Higgins-
Referred to the Se lflet 
Committee on Cofltin .. 
gencies-

also, 

The petition of Jam.ea. 
Seaton. 

\ 



.. 

House adjourns. 

House meets. 

~!embers present. 

lt oad Bill-
Brought up and- -­
Read 1st and 2d time, 

l\Iessage from Assem­
bly of having passed 
the La\v of Evidence 
Rill with some amend­
n1euts. 

8th May, 1856 . 

SECOND SESSION, SrxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eToR1i\:. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, at 3 o'clock, P. M .. 

THURSD.fl.Y, 8th M.8.Y, 1856 . . 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' JOHN ROCHFOR T 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill 
for the concurrence of this House, called " An Act for granting to 
Her Majesty a Sum of Money for Constructing and Repairing Roads, 
Streets and Bridges ,;vithin the Colony,'' which was read a first and 
second time-:-and 

Ordered-To be committed to-morrow. 

The same Deputation also brought up a Message, in ~he follo'\\'­
ing words:-

Mr. PRESIDENT,-

The House of Assembly have passed the Bill sent down to 
them from the I fegislati ve Council, entitled '' An Act to amend the 
Law of Evidence,'' with so1n e amendments, to which they request 
the concurrence of the Council. 

House of Assembly, ~ 
8th l\iay, 1856. S 

(Signed) A. SHEA, 
Speake1-.., 

... 
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8th May, .1856. 

His EXCELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, ESQUIRE, Governo1·. 

The said amendments were then read a first and second time Read 1st and 2d time-

-and • 

The House went into Committee thereon-

Th.e Honorable Mr. CoRMACK in the Chair. J 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the amendments. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

The amendments. are as foil ow :-

In the 1st Section of the Bill, 3rd line, expunge the word ''ad-
1ninistration" and insert the word ''advancement'' in lieu thereof: 

In the 2nd Section, 2nd line, expunge the words '' at Law or in 
Equity''. 

Expunge the 4th Section of the Bill. 

The 5th Section to stand as the 4th Section. 

The 6th Section to stand as the 5th Section. 

Expunge the 7th Sectio11. 

The 8th Section to stand as the 6th Section. 

Expunge the 9th Section. 

The 10th Section to stand as the 7th Section. 

The 11th Section to sta11d as the 8th Section. 

The 12th Section to stand as the 9th Section. 

The 13th Section to stand as the · IOth Section. 

The 14th Section to stand as the 11th Section. 

In the 15th· Section, 3rd line, expunge the \Vord ''any'' and in­
sert '' a'' in lieu thereof. 

· The 15th Section as amended to stand as the 12th Section. 

In the 16th Section, 1st line, after the word ''officer'' insert the 
\-Vords ''or other person.'' 

T11e 16th Section as amended to stand as the 13th Section . 

~rhe 17th Section to stand as the 14jth Section. 

In the 18th Section, 2nd last line, expunge the word "county." · 

.. 

.... 

Committed-

Reported-

Amendments of As­
sembly on La\V of Evi­
dence Bill. 

• 
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8th May, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, StXl'H GENERAL ASSEMBLY, i9th VICTORIA i 

The 18th Section as amen~d to stand as the 15th Section. 

The 19th Section to stand as the 16th Section. 

Insert as the 17th Section, " It shall be competent for a superi­
~r Court, or any Judge thereof, to order the examination De beue 
Esse, at any time after the commencement of any action or other 
Civil proceeding of any Witness who might be so examined after 
issue joined, and a Witness shall for such purpose be deemed to be 
proceeding beyond the Jurisdiction of such Court, when he shall be 
about to proceed out of the District in which such Court shall be 
holden." 

. . 
The 20th section to stand as the 18th, with the following amend-

ments : · 

In the first line, after the word " deposition", expunge the word 
, ~ 'of", and after the word ''examination" insert, ''or evidence." 

In the last line, after the word ''action'', expunge the remainder 
of the section, and insert, ''subject to all just exceptions, provided, 
the Witness giving the evidence be dead, insane, beyond the Juris­
diction of the Court, or be kept a\vay by contrivance." 

Expunge the 21st section, and insert the following as the 19th 
section: 

F or the purpose of perpetuating the testimony of Witnesses the 
applicant must produce, to one of the Superior Courts of this Island 
or a J udge thereof, an affidavit stating such facts and circumstances 
as are usual and necessary, to support a Bill, for perpetuating tes­
tin1ony whereupon the Court or Judge shall grant a Rule or Order 
Nisi for the examination of the Witness or Witnesses, and upon the 
appearance of the adverse party, and no sufficient cause shown or 
upon proof of the service of the Rule or Order on such party, his 
Agent :or Attorney, the Court or Judge shall make such R ule ·or 
Order absolute for such e~amination, subject to such terms or con­
ditions as to Costs or otherwise, as he or they may deem expedient 

, to prescribe. 

In the 22nd section, 2nd line, after the word ' ' insanity", ex.; 
punge the words, ''or absence from the District or Country." .. 

• 

I 
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Sth itlay, 1856. 

H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING,_EsQUIRE, Governor; 
• 

In the 22nd section, 3rd line, after the word ''witness'', ex­
punge the remainder of the line. 

. 
In the 22nd section, 4th line, after the word ''party'', expunge 

the remainder of. the section, excepting the words in the last line 
''on the trial,'' and insert at the end thereof the words, ''subject to· 
all just exceptions.'' 

Tee 22nd section of the Bill, as amended, to stand as the 20th 
section. 

The 23rd section to stand as the 21.st section. 
.. 

In the 24th section, 1st line, between the words ''equity'' and 
''evidence'', insert the words, ''and Ecclesiastical Courts''. 

In the same section, 2nd line, between the words ''viva voce'' 
and ''before'', insert, ''in open Court, or an''. 

In the same seetion, 2nd line, before the word ''Examiner'', ex­
punge the word'' the''. 

In the same section, 2nd line, after the word ''Examiner,'' 
insert the words ''according to the order of the Court, or a Judge 
thereof''. 

The 24th section, as amended, to stand as the 22nd section. 

Expunge the 25th-section. 

Insert as the 23rd section :-

''A party producing a Witness shall not be allowed to impeach 
his credit by general evidence of bad character ; but he 1nay, in case 
the witness shall in the opinion of the Judge prove adverse, contra .. 
diet him by other Evidence, or by leave of the Judge prove that he 
has made at other times a statement inconsistent wit~ his present 
testimony, but before such last mentioned proof can he given the 
circumstances of the supposed statement sufficient to designate the 
particular occasion must be mentioned to the Witness, and he must 
be asked whether or not he has made such a statement. If a Wit­
ness, upon cross-examination as to a former statement made by him 
relative to the subject matter of the Cause. and inconsistent with 
his present testirnony, does · not distinctly admit that he has made 
such statement, proof may be given that he did in fact make it, but 

• 

.. 



94~ 

8th May, 1856. , . 

S&OOND 8Ess10N, StxTH GENERAL AssEMBLT, 19th V1eTORIA ~ 
• 

liefore such uroof can be given the circumstances of the supposed 
statement sufficient to designate the paFticular occasion must be 
mentioned to the Witness, and he must be asked whether or not he 

J 

has made such a statement.'' 
J 

Insert as the 24th section :-

'' A Witness may be cross-examined as to the previous statement 
made by him in writing r-elative to the suoject matter. ot the €ause, 
lvithout such writing being shown to him ; but if it is intended to 
contra<Iict such Witness h:x- th~ writing, his · attention must, b~fore 
such contradictory proof can he given, be called to those parts of the 
writing whicli are used for the purpose of so contradicting him ; 

- ·Provided· always, that it shall_ be competent for the Judge at any 
time dur.in·g1 the trial to require the production of the writing for his 
inspection, and he may thereupon n1ak~ such use of it for the pur,­
poses of the trial a~ he shall think fit.'' 

Insert as the 25th section :-

'' A witness in any cause may be questioned as to whether he .. 
. has been convicted of any Felony or Misdemeannor; and· upon being 

so ques.tioned, if he either denies th~ fact or refuses to answer, it 
shall be lawful for the opposite party to prove such conviction, and a 
certificate containing the substance and· effect only, (omitting the 
formal part of the indictment) and conviction for such offence pur­
porting to be signed by the Clerk of the Cou, t, or other officer hav­
ing the custody. of the records of the <0ourt where the offender was 
convicted, or by the Deputy of such Clerk or officer, (for which a 
fee of 5s. and no more shall. be demanded or taken) shall, upon proof 

of: tlie identity of the person, be sufficient evidence of the said con­
viction without proof of the signature or official character of the per­
son appearing to have signed the san1e.'' 

Insert as the 26th section :-
• 

''It shall not be necessary to prove by the attesting Witness any 
instrument, to tl!e validity of ' vhich attestation is not requisite, and 
such'. instrument may be proved by ad n1ission, or other\vise, as if there 

. . " 
liad been no attesting Witness thereto.': 

\ 

' 
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8th May, .1856 .. 

His ExoELLENCY Ca:ARLEs HENR¥ D 'ARLING, EsQtrIRE, Governor. 

·======================================================== 

Insert as the 27th section:-
• 

''Comparison of a disputed writing with any other w~iting prov-
ed to the satisfaction of the Judge to be genuine, shall be permitted 
to be made by the witnesses; and such writing, and the evidence of 

J 

witnesses respecting the same, may be submitted to the Court and 
Jury as evidence of the genuineness or otherwise of the writing in 
dispute." 

lnsett as the 28th section :-

''Upon· the hearing of any motion, or summons, it shall be lawful 
• 

for the Court or Judge, at their or his discretion, and upon such 
terms as they or he shall think reasonable, from time to time to order 
such documents as they or he may think fit to be produced, and such 
lvitnesses· as they or he may think necessary to appear to he examin­
ed viva voce either before such Court or Judge, or before the Master, 
and upon hearing such evidence, or reading the report of such Master, 
to make such Rule or Order as may be just.'' 

Insert as the 29th section :-

''The Court or Judge may, by such Rule or Order, or any sub­
.sequent Rule or Order, command the attendance of the witnesses 
11amed therein for the purpose of being examined, or the production 
of any writings or other documents to be mentioned in such Rule or. 
Order ; and such Rule or Order shall be proceeded upon in the 
same manner, and shall have the same force and effect, as a Rule 
of the Court under an Act of the Imperial Parliament passed in the 
first year of his late Majesty J{ing William the Fourth, entitled 
' An Act to enable Courts of Law to order the examination of wit-
11esses upon interrogatories or otherwise ; ' and it shall be lawful for 
the Court, or Judge, or Master, to adjourn the examination from 
time to time as .occasion may require, and the proceedings upon such 
examination shall be conducted and the depositions taken down as 

nearly as may be in t11e mode now in use with respect to viva voce 
examination of witnesses under the last mentioned Act." 

Insert as the 30th sectipn :-

''Any party to any Civil Action or other Civil proceeding in any 
of tl1e Superior Courts requiring the affidavit of ·a person refusing to 

; 

I 
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SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 19th VICTORIA ., 

make an affidavit, "may apply by Summons for an order to such per­
son to appear and be exarpined upon oath~ before a Judge or Master 
to whom it may be most convenient to refer such examination, as to 
the matters concerning which he has refused to make an affidavit, 
and a Judge may, if he think fit, make such order for the attendance 

of such person before the person therein appointed to take such ex­
amination, for the purpose of being examined as aforesaid, and for 
the production of any witness or documents to be mentioned in such 
order, and may therein impose such terms as to such examination 
and the costs of t_he application and proceedings thereon as he ~hall 
think just." 

Insert as the 31st section :- . 

'' Such order shall be proceeded upon in like manner as an order 
made undet. the hereinbefore mentioned Act passed in the first year 
of His late Majesty King William 4th, and the Examination thereon 
shall be conducted and the depositions taken down and returned, as 
nearly as may be, in the mode now used in viva voce Evidence in aH 
Causes in any of the Superior Courts." 

Insert as the 32nd section :-

''By order of the Court, or Judge, the Plaintiff may, with the 
declaration, and the Defendant may, with the plea, or either of them 
by leave of the Court or Judge, deliver to the opposite party or his 
Attorney (provided such party, if not a Body Corporate, would be 
liable to be called and examined as a Witness upon such matter) 
I nterrogatories in writing upon any matter as to which discovery 
may be sought, and require such party, or in the case of a Body 
Corporat e, any ot the Officers of such Body Corporate, within Ten 
days to ansvver the questions in writing by affidavit to be sworn and 
filed in the ordinary way, and any party or o~cer omitting, without 
just cause, sufficiently to answer all questions to which a discovery 
may be s·ought \vithin the above time or such extended time as the 
Court or Judge shall allow, shall be deemed to have committed a 
c_onternpt of the Court, and shall be liable to be proceeded against 
accorrEngly." 

I nsert as the 33rd section :-

'' The application for such Order shall be made upon an affidavit. 

,. 
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• 
of the party proposing to interrogate and his Attorney · or 
Agent, or in the case of a Body Corporate or their Agent, stat­
ing that the deponent or deponents believe or believes that the 
party proposing to interrogate, whether Plaintiff or Defendant, will 
derive material benefit in the Cause from t}le discovery which he 
seeks, and that there is a good cause of action or defence upon the 
merits ; and if the application be made on the part of the Defendant 
that the discovery is not sought for the purpose of delay ; provided, 
when it shall happen, from unavoidable circ11mstances, that the Plain­
tiff or Def end ant cannot join in such affidavit, the Court or Judge 
may, if they or he think fit, upon affidavit of such circumstances by 
which the party is prevented from so joining therein, allow and order· 
that the interrogatories may be delivered without such affidavit.'' 

Insert as the 34th section :-

• 
'' Such Rule or Order shall have the same force and effect, and 

may be proceeded upon in like manner as an O rder made under the 
said hereinbefore mentioned Act passed in the first }1ear of the Reign 

• 
of His late Majesty King William the 4th.'' 

Insert as the 36th section :-

''Whenever, by virtue of this Act, an examination of any Wit­
J1ess or Witnesses has been taken~ before a Judge of 011e of the said . 
Courts, or before a Master, th~ depositions tal{en down by sue~ Ex~ 

I 
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aminer, shall be ~et.urned , to and kept in the Master's office of the 
Coulit in which the pro~eedings are pending ; and office copies of 
such depositions may be given out, and the depositions may be other­
wise used In the same manner as in the case of depositions taken 
under the hereinhefore mentioned Act passed in the first year of His 
late Majesty King William the 4th." 

Insert as the 37th section :-

''It shall he lawful for every Judge or Master named in any 
such Rule or Order as aforesaid for taking Examinations under this 
Act, and he is hereby required to make, if need be, a special Report 
to ·the Court in \Vhich such proceedings are pending touching sucli· 
Examination and the conduct or absence of any Witness or person 
thereon or relating thereto ; and the Court is her.eby authorised to 
institute such proceedings and n1ake such Order and ~rders upon 
such .. Report as justice may require, and as may be instituted and. 
made. in any case of contempt of the Court." 

Insert as the 38th section :-

'' T~e Costs of any application for any ~ule or Order to be made 
for th~ Fxa1nination of Witnesses by virtue of this Act, and of the 

Rule or Order and proceedings thereon, shall be in the discretion of 
the Court or Judge by whom such Rule or order is made." 

Insert as the 39th section :-
; 

''Any person who shall, upon Examination upon oath or affir-
mation, or in any affidavit in proceedings under this Act, wilfully and 
corruptly give false evidence, or wilfully and corruptly swear or 
affirm a:nything which shall be false, being convicted the.reof, shall 
be liab.le to the penalties of wilful and corrupt Perjur.y." . 

. 
Insert as the 40th section :-

'' It shall be la\vful for all and every person authorized to take 
the Examination pf Witnesses by any Rule, Order, Writ, or Com­
mission, made or issued in pursuance to this Act, and he and they 
are hereby authorized and required to take all such Examinations 

upon tl1e oath of the Witriess, or affirmation in cases where affirma ... 



• 

99 

t!!Jtli May, 1856. 

H11s ExcELLENCl' CHARLES HENRY. DARLING, EsQUIRB, GotJernor. 

tion is allo,ved by law instead of oatn, to he administered by the per­
son so aut.horized, or by any Judge of the Court wherein the action 
shall be depending ; and if, upon such oath or affirmation, any per­
son making the same shall wilfully and corruptly ,giYe any false evi­
dence, any person so off ending shall be deemed a:n~ taken to be 
guilty of Perjury, and shall and may be indicted and prosecuted for 
such offence in the Distri~t wherein such Evidence shall be given.'' 

Insert as the 41 st section :-

'' It sl1all and may be lawful for the Mast~r, Examiner, Com­
missioner, or any other person to be named in any such Rtile, o' 
Order, as aforesaid for taking any Examination i~ pursuance thereof, 
and he and they are hereby required to make, if needed, a special 
Report to the Court touching such examination, and the cond_µct or 
absence of any Witness or other person thereon or relating thereto, 
and the .Court is hereby authorized to institute such proceedings and 
make such Order and Orders upo11 such Report, as justice may re­

guire, and as may be instituted and made in any case of contempt 
of the Court.'' 

Tihe a1nendments were then read a third time and passed 
-and 

The Honorable ,the President signed the same. 

Pursuant to the order o.f the day, the IIouse went into Commit­
tee on the Assemb·Iy's amer1dments on the Council's amendments on 
the Bill, entitled '' An Act for the Formation of Co.rporations for 
Manufacturing, l\'lining, Mercantile, Mechanical or Chemical pur­
poses"-

. The Honorable Mr. RocHFOR1T in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the amendments, with some amend-
ments. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the amendments be engrossed presently. 

The amendments having been engrossed, were tl1en read a third 
~..ime and passed-and 

Read 3rd time and 
passed. 

... 

Assembly's nn1end­
ments on Council'81 
amendments on forma­
tion of CorporatioutJ 
Bill-
Committed-

Reported wi!h 
amendments-

Read 3d time and 
passed~ 

• f 
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Assembly's amend­
ments on Council's 
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ed Partnerships Bill­
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Reported with amend­
ments-

Read 3rd time and 
passed. 

Address to the Secre· 
tary of State for direct 
Steam Communication 
with England­
Brought in and­
Read let and 2d time-

Committed-

Reported. 

bfessage fromAssem· 
bly concurring in 
amendmAnts on for­
mation of Corporations 
Bill-

100 

· 8th May, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH . GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19th VICTORI~. 

The Honorable the President signed the· same. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com-
1nittee on the amendments of the House of Assen1bly on the Coun­
cil"s amendments on the Bill, entitled " An Act to provide for Lim:­
ited Partnerships''-

The Honorable Mr. DUGGAN in the Chair. 
' 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the amendments with some amend-
men ts. . .. 

Ordered-That 1he report be received.o 

The said amendments as amended, were then read· a third time 
and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Pursuant to notice, the· Honorable Mr. ToBIN brought in an 
Address to the Secretary of State for. the Colonies, praying for Di­
rect Mail Communication, by Steam, with England, which was reacl 
a first and second time-and 

The House went into Committee thereon­

The Honorabie Mr. RoGERSON in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Address. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the Address be engrossed and read a third ti1ne 
to-morrow. 

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Mes­
sage, in the following words :-

Mr. PRESIDENT,-

The House of Assembly concur in the amendments mado 
by the Council upon the amend1nents of the Assembly on ~he amend­
ments of the Council upon the Bills sent up fron1 the Assembly, sev ... 

.. 
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• 

erally entitled '' An Act for the Formation of €orporations for Man-
ufacturing, Mining, Mercantile, Mechanical, or Chemical purposes'' 
~d " An Act to provide for Limited Partnerships."' ' 

H~nse of Assembly, ~ 
8th May, 1856. .5 .. 

(Signed) 
.. 

A. SHEA, 

Speaker . 

and 
Limited Par~ner1btp1 
Bill4 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourned until Hou•• adjour••· 

to-morrow; at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

FRlD.!J.Y, 9th M.!l.Y, 1856. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

-
The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 

'' JAMES TOBIN 
'i JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' THOMAS ROW ~ 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' . SAMUEL CARSON 
'' JOHN ROCHFORT 

The Minutes of vesterday were read. "' .. 
The Honorable the President of the Council announced to the 

House,that he had received a Communication from the Colonial Se­
cretary, stating that His Excellency the Governor would prorogue 
the Legislature on Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Ton1N, the Address to the 
Secret_ary of State for the Colonies, praying for Direct Steam Com .. 
munication with England, was re-committed- · . 

The Honorabie Mr. RoGERSON in the Chair. 

After ·some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Address. 

ti -

Ho111e meei.. 

Kemb~n pre11D&. 

ThePresident announ• 
ces thatHisExcelJency 
the Governor will pro. 
1·ogue the LegisJaturo 
on Monday next. 

Address to the Secre .. 
tary of State for direct 
Steam Communicatioia. 
with Eogland­
re-committed-

Reported- · 
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Or~ered-That the report be received. 

The said Address was then read a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

The Address is as follows :-

To the Right Honorable Her Majesty's Principal 
' 

Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
• 

• 
The Men:iorial of the Legislative Council of Newfoundland­

Humbly Sheweth-

That your Memorialists are deeply sensible of the disadvant­
ages and inconveniences under 'vhich the Inhabitants and Trade of 
this Colony labor, by being denied direct Steam Communication be­
tween St. John's and Great Britain; and they feel this privation the 

. more keenly because they are persuaded it arises from a misappre­
hension of the local circum·stances of this Port, which we have little 
doubt has been fostered by interested misrepresentations. 

The usual objections urged by those who desire to direct the 
course of Steam Ships to Halifax and to the St. Lawrence, are-

lst-That the Eastern Coast of Newfoundland is pecnliarly sub­
ject to dangers, fogs and ice, which obstruct navigation ; and 

2nd-That calling at St. Joh~'s would prolong the voyage from 
England to America, and occasion delay and pecuniary loss. 

First-With regard to the first we beg respectfully to state, as 
an undeniable fact, that J~ss fog prevails over Newfoundland than 
over England, and much less than over Nova Scotia or the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence; during the months of May and June fogs are often 

~ found on the Banks of Newfoundland, but it is hardly necessary to 
observe that such Banks are distant in some .parts 300 miles from our 
shores, and it is precisely over those portions of the Banks which-lie 
in the direct route to Halifax and the St. I"awrence that the densest 
fogs most frequently prevail. 

• 

The ocean in the latitude of St. John's, and to th.e North. of it, 
is lliore free from fog than to the South of it ; a ship standing in from 

• 
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sea in this latitude, \viii not, in nine cases out of ten, 1neet fog, \vhen 
it is dense and prolonged in the latitude of Cape Race ; and it is well 
ascertained that l1o~ever thick the atmosphere may be at sea, there 
is generally het\vecn the fog and the Eastern shore of Newfoundland . 
a clear vista varying from half a n1ile to one and a half miles, occa-
sioned by the wind us~ally casting off the land. 

, W ~ beg respectfully to repeat, that the misapprehension upon 
this subject has arisen from confounding the Banks with the Shores 
of Newfoundland, and that pains have been taken by interested par­
ties to confir1n rather than remove such error. 

As regards the ice \vhich is said to obstruct our coast, we beg 
to s~ate that a large majority of the losses which annually occur at 
sea from collisio11 \Vith ice, happen to vessels bound to the St. 

Lawr~nce, and to Ports south of that Gulf ; it is a rare occurrence 
• 

in our Trade to lose a ship bound to St. John's from such .a cause, .. 
and the reason is that \vhe11 the northern ice is passing along the 
Eastern Coasl' of Newfoundland, it is in Jarge 1nasses and .. usually 
travelling through a clear at1nosphere ; \vhen it reaches to and south 
of the latitude of Cape Race it is checked off and broken up by the 
Gulf Strearn into detached pieces ; these are carried over those 
parts of the ocean which, as we before mentioned, lie in tl1e direct 
route to the Continent, and are the n1ost subject to fogs. 

·'\tVe beg to append an official return of the entries a11d clearances 
at the port of St. John's during each month of the year for six years, 

I 

which will afford convincing testin1011y to tl1e openness of our navJ-
gation; a11d the general accessi.bility of our pQrt at every season of 

the year. 

Secondly-With regard to the alleged delay and loss which 
~ailing at St. Joh11's would occasion to transatlantic steamers, \ve 

are well assured that the reverse weuld be the result ; because inde­
pendently ot the co1nparative exemption from fog and ice 011 the. 
direct route to this port, whicl1 \Ve have already demonstrated, and 

the shortness of Norther11 degrees, a reference to a cl1art or globe 
will shew that St. John's is in the very track: between England and 
British Arr1~rica. . From Cape St. Francis to Cape Race not one 
SlllUliell lcOCk Or shoa~ exists to ~ndang·er tAavigatiorru ; the shore ig 

.. 
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high .and the water is deep, and steamers could stand on lvith more 
confidence to make a straight and bold shore, than to strike a low 
and dangerous point like Cape Race, as they must do when bound 
direct to Halifax or the St. Lawrence. 

There is a fine Light-house at Cape Bonavista, another at 
Cape Spear, capable of being seen 30 miles, and another at the 
entrance of this harbor. 

-'the Port of St. John's lies directly on the seaboard; it is 

not impeded by tides which could affect the ingress and egress of the 
largest vessels at any hour; its draft of water is sufficient for line­
f)f-battle ships, and for shelter and safety it is not surpassed by any 
harbor in the world. 

Coal, to any extent, could be always ready and s.hipped with fa_ 
cility, so that vessels bound to St. John's, could leave England 
Jighter from not being obliged to carry so much coal ; and thus beiiig 
in b-ctter trim, would make more speed, save we~r and tear and 
avoid danger ; the extra freight which the ship could carry when re­
lieved of some hundreds of tons ot coal, would clear a handsome 
profit to her owners on each voyage. 

Both branches of the Legislature have, during the present Ses­
sion, in their d-esire .to encourage the advent of steam-ships, exempt­
ed them from all port charges on entering and leaving St. John's 
except Pilotage, which in no case can exceed £10 stg.; and under all 
these circumstances, it can hardly be a matter of surprise that the 
people of this Colony complain that their Eµropean correspondence 
should be carried 570 miles past this port, sometimes in sight of the 
houses thereof, to be retur11ed a like distance with a delay of ab0-ut 

.ten days. 

The establishment of Electric Telegraph communication be­
tween St. John's and America, \vhich we have good reason to believe 
will be completed during the ·present season, \Viii afford additional 
and obvious advantages to vessels calling here. 

We are persuaded that if the facts above stated shall be impar-
1 tmlly examined, it \viii b~ found that safety, speed and profit will 

je&·:Ult to the owners of steamships bound across the Atlantic, making 
I 

,J.· 

• 

• I 
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St. John's a Port of Call, and great advantages publicly: and 
socially to the i11habitants of this Colony. 

-
· We therefore humbly pray that Her Majesty's Government will 

adopt such measures as may be necessary to cause their Atlantic 
Mail Steamers to call regularly at this port on their voyages to and 
from England; and as in duty bound We shall ev:er pray. 

A RETURN, ·" . 
Shewing the Number af Registered Vessels that Entered and elea11~ 

· ed at this Port, distinguishin,g the Cou1itr.ies from or fox which 
they entered or Cleared, in, each .Month du1~ing the Six Years 
e·1ided the Fifth January, 1845. ' 

YEA RB. 

MONTHS. 1839. 1840. 1841. 1s42. I is43. 1844. 

January • • • • 77 78 73 86 94 99 
February • • • • 13 13 19 33 27 95 
March • • • • 137 161 147 157 150 166 · 
April • • • • 178 192 160 184 169 160 
May •••• 425 487 485 478 521 510 
June • • • • 363 424 426 436 446 441 
July • • • • 190 179 235 233 . 248 229 
August. • • • • 305 280 296 312 319 345 
September •••• 333 357 333 372 S75 383 
October • • • • 304 347 333 330 340 · 395 
November • • • • 230 215 255 221 251 257 
December •••• 102 144 124 140 130 127 

I - -
Totals • • • • 2663 2877 2886 2982 3070 3147 

c: : : 

COUNTRIES. 

·united Kingdom .. 186 238 225 209 230 203 } 
B:itish Colonies · · 630 665 649 790 795 873 
~~oreign Europe · · 252 263 268 282 294 301 
Foreign W es_t Indies 75 56 71 61 70 62 
United States 65 140 102 

I 

119 135 125 • • 

Coast-ways • • 1482 1515 1571 1521 1544 1583 
.......... ---...... 

Totals • • • • 2663 2877 2887 2982 3070 3147 
--- ·--- · F c ; --

Custom House, St.JOhn's, Nfld., ~ 
J.M. SPEARMAN, 

Collector. 
18th February, 1845. 
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· On motion of the Honorable Mr. ToBIN, it was-

Ordered-That the President be requested to present the 
Add.ress to the Governor, and pray His Excellency to transmit the 
same to the Secretary of State by the next mail. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House went into Com­
.,mittee on the Bill, entitled " An Act for granting to Her Majesty a 
Su1n of Money for Constructing and Repairing Roads, Streets and 
Bridges within the Colony''-

The Honorable Mr. CARSON in the Chair. ,, 
·. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

• 
Ordered-That the report be received. 

. 
Whereupon the said Bill was read a third time and passed-and 

• • 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

The Honorable Mr. ToBIN gives notice, that he will, to-mor­
row, move an Address to the Governor on the subject of a Treasury 
Minute, by which Officers of the late Imperial Customs are pre­
cluded the enjoyment of the like emoluments and advantages of all 
other Colonial Officers. 

On motion made and seconded, the House adjourn.ed until 
to-morrow, at S o'clock, r. M. 

,' 
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Sil. TURD.11.Y, 10th M.11.Y, 1856. 

'Ebe House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT:-

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 
'' THOMAS ROW 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

Deputations from the House of Assembly brought up, for the 
concurrence of this House, the Bills entitJed-

''An Act to provide for the Retirement of the present Sheriff 
of the Central District ot Newfoundland" -

House meet.. 

Members present. 

Sheriff'• Retirem&ut 
BiJJ-

'' An Act to amend an Act passed in the 19th Year of the Board of Revenul2 
Bill-

Reign of Her Majesty, entitled -, An Act for the establishment of a 
Board of Revenue, and for the Regulation, Management, and Collec-
tion of all Duties granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Succes­
sors, on Goods, Wares and Merchandize imported into this Island 
and its Dependencies, and to repeal certain Acts relating thereto' ''-
and 

'' An Act for granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandize imported into this Colony, and its Depen­
dencies''-

Which Bills were severally read a first and second · time-and 

Ordered-~hat the said Bills be cornmitted presently. 

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Mesn 
sage in the following words :-

·I .... 

and 

Revenue Bill­
Brought up and-

Read let and 2d timei. 

• 
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Mr. PRESIDENT,-

The House of Assembly request that the Legislative 
Council will be pleased to furnish this Hou~e with the amount of 
their Contingencies for the present Session. 

House of Assembly, l 
9th May, 1856. S 

(Signed) A. SHEA, 

Speaker. 

A Deputation from the House 0£- Assembly brought up a Mes­
sage, concurring in the amendments made by: the, Council upon the 
Bill entitled '' An Act to amend the Laws for the Regulation of 
Pilots, and the Pilotage of Vessels at the Port of St. John's." 

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a l:lill, 
for the concurrence of this House, entitled ''.An · Act to regulate 
the Inland Posts of this colony,'' which was read a first and second 
time, and the House went into Committee thereon. 

The Honorable Mr. Row in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed . 
. 

The Chairman reported the Bill with an amendment. 

Otdered-That the report be received. 

Ordered-That the amendment be engrossed, and the Bill, as 

amended, read a third time presently. 

The said Bill was then read a third time an.d passed-and 

The Honorable the P~esident signed the same. 

Pursuant to notice, the Honorable Mr. ToBIN brought in an 
Address to the Governor, on the subject of the retired Officers of 
the late_ ln1perial (Justoms Department, which was riead a first and . 
second tinu~ , and the llouse· went into Com1nittee thereon-

• • 

The I :!ouo.:able l\'lr. CoRMACK in the Chair. 

After s 1110 time the House r.esumed. 

The Chai ·r.nan reported the Address. 

Orde.:cd-- •I hat the report he received. 

I 
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.. 

The Address is as follo\vs :-
) 

) 

To His Excelle'licy CHARLES HENRY DARLING, 

Esqui1"e, Governor and Com1naiider-in- Chief i1i 

and over the Island of JVewfgundland and it' 
.Depende1icies. 

May it please Your Excellency,-

The Legislative Council request permission to bring under 
ry ott~ . :Excellency's consideration, th~ position in which certain . 
gentlemen "vho lately belonged to the Imperial Department of the 
Customs in this Colony, are now placed in consequence of the Rule 
prescribed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury 
in their communication to Herman Merivale, Esq., under date 16th 
August, 1.855 . 

• . . 
. T~is Rule provides, that the amount of compensation allowed 

to those Officers, by the Imperial Government, shall not be supple­
mented· by any Colonial ·Salary to an extent ·which 'viii make both 
together greater than their forn1er incomes under the Customs' D-e-
partment. 

The gentlemen in this Island who were thus placed on a retired 
allowance maintained, during a lengthened service in N e,vfoundland, 
unblemished reputations, a11d had acquired sucl1 official aptitude, 
that their emp1oy1nent under the Local Government might be con­
sidered a probable event ; and we think that in justice, no l~ss to 
long tried and deserving Public Officers, than to the Colonial Gov­

ernment, the services of those gentlemen might be n1ade availalile to 
Newfoundland, without any reference to, or reduction of their 
' t • 

Imperial compensations in consequence of Salaries they might 
receive from I~ocal Funds. 

I , 

And the extension to them of su.ch an advantage is the more 
reasonable, in as much as they entered the Customs Departrnent in 
the expectation of p~r1nanent employment, some of them devoted 
thereto the best' years of their lives, and their removal therefron1 was 
not _occasioned by t heir def a ult or at their desire, 

We trust Your Excellency \Viii see no objection to bring their · 

• 

• 
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• 

Revenue Bill­
C.:ommitted-

Reported-

Ilosd 3rd time anti 
passed. 

Board of Revenue 
Bill­
Committed-

Reported-

Resd 3rd time and 
passed. 

Sheriff's Retfrement 
Bill~ 
Committed--

Ueported-= 
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SECOND SESSION, StxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th V1eT01t1A . 

case under the favorable consideration of Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Council Chamber, t 
10th May, 1856. 5 
. ' 

LAURENCE O'BRIEN~ 
President. 

The said Address was then read a third time and passed. 
• 

On motion, the House went into Committee on the Revenue 
Bill-

The Honorabie Mr. RoGERSON in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received . 
. 

The said Bill was then read a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

On motion, the House went into Committee on the Bill to 
amend the Act for the establishment of a Board of Revenue-. 

The Honorable Mr.. CoRMACK in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

The said Bill was then read a third time and passed-and 
• 

The Honorable the President signed .the same. 

On motion, the Bill to provide for the retirement of the present 
Sheriff of the Central District of Newfoundland, \Vas coinmitted-

The Honorable Mr. DUGGAN in the Chair. 
. ' 

After so1ne time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 



• 

• 
Ill 

10th May, .1856 • 

. His ExcELLE~cY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRE, Governor. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

· The said Bill was then read a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the ·same. 

The Honorable Mr. ToBIN, from the Select Committee on the 
Contingencies of the Council for the present S~ssion, made the 
following report :-

The Select Comn1ittee appointed to take into consideration the 
Contingencies of this House for the present Session beg leave to 
rP-port, that they have examined the accounts of the Clerk and Usher 
of the Black Rod, the former amounting to One Hundred and 
Eighty-seven Pounds Four Shillings and One Penny, and the latter 
to Seven Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Seven Pence, which they 
recommend to be paid. 

· And the Co1nmittee recommend that the Officers of this House 
·be paid for their services during the present Session as f olJows :-

The Clerk, . . . . . . . . . ,, .. 
The Master in Chancery, ..... . .. -. 
The R~porter, . . . . .... • • • • 

The Usher of the Black Rod, • • • • •••• 

T -he Door-keeper, · · · · .. . . . . ... 
The Assistant Door-keeper, · · · · . · .. 
The l\f essenger, · · · · · · · · · · .. 
'The Proprietor of the Newfoundlander, for publish-

ing Debates · · · · · · · · .. · · 
Ditto Courier Ditto 
Ditto Express, for copying Debates 
Ditto Public Ledge1" Ditto 

Robe1·t Rodger, late Reporter, in full .... 
James Seaton, Ditto and Publisher, in full 
.John Higgins, attending Hot-air Stove ... . 
John Delaney, Junr., for Chart · · ·· · ... . 
Joseph W oo<ls, balance of account for Printing and 

Binding Journals of late SP-ssion · · · . 
Probable cost of Printing and Binding Journals of 

present Session · · · · .... 
Required for Books for the Legislative Library 

James J. Graham 
1 

•• • • • • • • -. • • • 

£ 165 
ito· 
125 
100 
50 
25 
20 

45 

45 
30 
30 
10 
20 
10 
6 6 

5317 6 

160 
50 
2 19 7 

Read 3d time and 
passed. 

Report of Select Com· 
mittee on Contingen .. 
ciea. 

• 



Report of Select Com .. 
mittee on Contingeo .. 
cies-
Committed-

Reported. 
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10th May, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, S1xTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th \7:1cTORIA. 

Your Committee would observe, that the former Council placP.d. 
upon liecord their opinion, that its Members were entitled to receive 
compensation for their Legislative services. 

. In the justice of that opinion this Committee coincide, an<l 'they 
feel that their right to such 1·emuneration trom the Public Purse is 
~ndisputably stronger in consequence of the greater~ responsibility of 
their position under Parliamentary Government, and the very ~arge 
increase in the amount of _their labours., and in the frequency of their, 
attendances. Nevertheless they forego, for the present, in consider­
ation of tlie existing pressure upon the Finances of the Colqny~ 
recommending the claim of this Branch of the Legislature for Ses­
sional Pay, to the adoption of the House. 

Committee Room, l 
10th May, 1856. S 

' 

(Signed) 
' 

JAMES TOBIN, 
Chairman .. 

Ordered-That the said report be received. 

()rdercd-That the House go into Committee thereon pre~entlyo. 

Whereupon the House went into Committee accordingly-

The lfonorable l\lr. RocHFORT in the Chair. 
• • • • 

After some tin1e the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported . .the report · 'vithout amendment .. 
. ' 

Ordered-That 1he said report be received and adopted . . 

Ordered-That a Message be transmitted to the House of As-· 
sembly in acc.ordance there\vith. 

Whereupon a M essa~~e ernhodyiug the report the Select Cora­
. mittee was sent to the Assemblv. 

eJ 

Inland Post11 Biil­
:B_rou ght up- • 
Read lat an<l 2d time-

Committed-

A Deputation from the IIouse of Assernhly brought up a Bill, .. 
• 

for the concurrence of this House, entitled " An Act to regulate 
the Inland Posts of this colony," '"hich was read a fii·st and second . 
time-and 

The House "went into Cf>n11nittce ,f h-ei·eon-

.. 

• , 

l \ 
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10th and 12th Ma!/, 1856. I 

H1sExcELLENCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, EsQUIRJ\, Governor. · 

The Honorable ·Mr. ToBIN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed . 

The Chairman reported the Bill. 

Ordered-That the report be received. 

The said Bill was then read a third time and passed-and · · 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

Whereupon a Message was sent to the House of Assembly ac­
quainting them that this House had passed the said Bill without 
amendment. 

Reported-

Read 3rd time and 
passed. 

On motion made and seconded, the , House adjourned p11til House adjourns. 

Monday next, at One o'cloc~, P. M. · 

MOND.11.Y, 12th M.11.Y, 1856. 

The House met pursua;nt to adjournment, . House meets. 

PRESENT: 
• 

The Honorable LAURENCE O'BRIEN, P 1resident. 
'' JAMES TOBIN 

~ 

Members present. 

'' JOHN ROCHFOR T 
" THOMAS ROW 
'' JAMES J. ROGERSON 
'' PHILIP DUGGAN 
'' SAMUEL CARSON 
'' JAMES CORMACK 
'' GEORGE H. EMERSON 

The Minutes of yesterday were read. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. ToBIN, it was-
Offices of Reportei. 

Resolved,-That the Offices of Reporter and all Publishers of and Publishers of De­
bates to cease at the 

Debates, cease with each Session, close of each SeFsion. 

A Deputation from the House of Assembly brought up a Bill 
for the concurrence of this House, entitled " ~n Act to provide for 
the Contingent Expenses of the Legislature," \vhich was read a first 
and second time-and the House went into Committee thereon~ 

Contingency Bill­
Brought up-
Read 1st and 2d time-

and €ommitted-



0 

I 

Reported-

Read 3d time and 
passed. 

His Excellency the 
Governor arrives at 
the Council' Chamber 
and asflents to sundry 
Bill;-1. 

.... 
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12th May, 1856. 

SECOND S:esstoN, StxTH GENERAL AssEMBLY, 19th Vi1eToK1A. 

• The Honorabie Mr. ToBIN in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without amendment. 
• 

. Ordered-~hat the report be received . 
• . 

The said Bill was then read· a third time and passed-and 

The Honorable the President signed the same. 

At three o'clock, P. M:., His Excellency the Governor having 
arrived at the Council Chamber and being seated on the Throne, 
the Gentleman Usher of the BlacK: Rod was ordered to direct the 
immediate attendance of the House of Assembly at tlie Bar of this 
House, and th~y being come thereto, His Excellency was pleased to 
give his assent to the foil owing Bills, viz :--

An Act for granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, 
Wares, 3:nd Merchandize, imported into this Colony and its De­
pendencies. 

An Act for granting to Her Majesty a sum of money for con-
-structing and repairing Roads, Streets, and Bridges in this Colony. 

An Act to regulate the Inland Posts of this Colony. 

An Act for the Encouragement of Education. 
. 

An Act to authorize the Governor in Council to erect Light-
Houses on the Coast of this Colony, and for othe~ purposes. 

An Act to authorize the Consolidation of £68,607 5s. 4d. of 
the Public Debt of this Colony. 

· An Act for granting to Her Majesty a sum of money for defray­
ing the Expenses of the Civil Government of this Colony for the 
year ending on the 31st da~· of. December, 1856, and for other 
purposes. 

An Act to provide for the Contingent Expenses of the Legis­
latuve. 

A11- Act to co.ntinue an Act passed in the Seventeenth Year of 
the ~eign- of Her Majesty, entitled ''An Act to declare the rates 

• 
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12th May, 1856. 

ll1s Ex"OBLLEN·cy ~HAR1'ES HENRY DJ\'.RLING, ESQUIRE,. Governo'r. 

in Currency at wliicli British Gold and Sil¥er Coins shall be a Legal 
Tentler. 

An Act for establishing the legal value of certain British and 
other Coins in this Colony. 

An Act to determine the Qualification of Jurors to serve in th·e 
several Courts of this Island, and to regulate the Empannelling of 
J t1rors therein. 

An Act to amend the Law of Insolvency. 

An Act to amend the Law of Evidence. 

An Act to provide for Limited Partnerships. 

An Act to provide for the Compromises or· Compositions of 
I>a.rtners and Joint Debtors~ 

.. 

An Act to' amend the ''Act for the In~orporation of the Ne\v 
Y orJi, Newfoundland and London Telegraph Co1npany. ''' 

An ·Act to authorize the formation of Corporations for Manu­

facturing, Mining, Mercantile, Mechanical, Chemical, or ·other 
p11rposes. 

An Aet to regulate the granting of Licenses for the wholesale 
of Wines, Spirituous, and Malt Liquors. 

An Act to repeaf the Patent Acts of this Colony, and to make 
otl1er pro:visions in lieu thereof. 

An Act for the Naturalization of Aliens. 

An Act to amend an Act passed. in the 19th Year of tl1e Reig11 
of Her Majest:y, entitled ''An Act for the establisl1ment of a· Board 
of Revenue, and for the Regulation, Management, and Collectio11 
<>fall Duties granted to lier Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors, 011 

G oods, Wares and Merchandise, imported into this Island and its 
~De11endencies, and to repeal certai11 Acts relating thereto." 

• 

,A.n Act to amend 311 Act entitled '~An Act to amend the Laws 

for the regulation of Pilots and the Pilotage of. Vessels at the :rort 
of St, John's.'' 

• 

.. 

• 
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12th May, 1856. 

SECOND SESSION, SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY' 19th VICTOR IA. 

An Act for transferring to one of Her Majesty's Principal S e­
cretaries of Stat~, the power and estates vested in the Principal 
Officers of the Ordnance. 

An Act to amend an Act to Incorporate sundry persons by the 
name of the Newfoundland Provident Society. 

. An Act to provide for the Retirement of the present Sheriff of 
the Central District of N C\Vfoundland. 

After which His Excellency was pleased to deliver the fol­
lowing 

SPEECH:-
. 

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Council: 

Mr. Speaker, a1id Gentlemen of the House of .IJ.ssembly : 

The completion of the various important enactments which have 
just received the assent of the Crown, enables me to bring to a close 
the labours of a Session, whicl1 has extended over a period of more 
than usual length. 

The full and careful deliberation which you have bestowed upo11 
the several measures proposed to you on behalf of the Government, 
9ustify the expectation that those measures, v1hile according in 
general principles with the spirit of the times, will prove well adapted 
in their details, to the peculiar requirements of our social econon1y. 

You wil1, I am confident, unite with me in rejoicing, that thv 
causes to which I adverted at the commencement ot the Session, as 
militating against the full and fair operation of the Reciprocity 
Treatv with the United States, have ceased to exist ; and that fi·on1 

el 

the restoration of Peace, we may look for effects upon our trade and 

com1nerce, which, while conducing to the improved condition and 

the comfort ot the People, will tend not only to the augmentation of 
the Public Revenue, but also to its partial relief from those burden[.; 
to which it has been, of late, unavoidably subject. 

I shall not fail, at the earliest possible moment, to place f IPr 
l\Iajesty's Government in possession of your representations of th ~: 

advantages which the Colony offers, as a point of call forTransatlantic 
Steamers. 

' 
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12th. May, 1856. 

H1sExoELLl!NCY CHARLES HENRY DARLING, ESQUIRE, Governor. 

=====================================-========================== ' 

The energy with which the proceedings of the NewYork, Ne\v­
foundland and London Telegraph Company have been resun1ed with 
the opening of the present season, had indeed already made it my 
duty again to bring under the notice of the Secretary of State, the 
facts and circumstances connected with our Geographical position, 
which acquire increased importance in view of the approacl1ing Tele­
graphic connection of the Colony with the American Continent. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of JJ.ssembly: 

In thanking you for the Supplies which you have voted for the 
maintenance of the Public service, I recognise the soundness of the 
Policy which has induced you to renew the appropriations for the con­
struction and improvement of Roads ; and to continue a provision 
for the support of Education and the encouragement of Agriculti1re .. 

I trust it may, ere long, be found practicable to effect such mod­
ifications in the application of the Funds by which Public Schools 
are assisted and maintained, as may impart to the Education gene­
rally of our Colonial youth, a degree of efficiency and practical be11-
efit :tpore commensurat.e with your liberal provision for this impo1 
tant object, than can, I fear, at present be justly ascribed to it. · 

The increase of your usual vote to the Agricultural Society, 
may doubtless be regarded as a due acknowledgment of the import-. 
ance which is now attached to the cultivation of the soil, and the 
rearing of useful stock. 

In all our more important ~ettlements, there are many ·amongst 
the inhabitants-especially those advanced in years-who habitually 
r~side upon and attend to the cultivation of · their Farms, at those . 
periods when necessity formerly induced them to resort to ~he Fish-

• er1es. 

Although some descriptions of our produce are not yielded with 
the same abundance and facility as in the neighbouring Colonies, yet, 
with respect to other kinds, · the increase is amply remunerative, and 
the quality unsurpassed ; while unquestionably there is no pursuit, 
which, whether in respect to the habits it engenders, or the results 
that it produces, more surely contributes, than does the pursuit of 
Agriculture, to the comfort and happiness of a people. 

... 
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APPENDIX. 
t 

J.l.PPENDIX, No. I. 

ESTIMATE 
. 1 

,Of ~nnual J'otes for .defraying part of the Expenses of the Civil Go.~~rP.~ent 
ef Newfoundland for the Year 1856. 

Private Secretary to the Governor ..... £200 0 0 
Two Clerks in Colonial Secretary's Office · · 400 0 0 
Clerk in Receiver General's Office • • • • 150 0 0 

• . 
Surveyor, Board of Wqrks • • • • 160 0 0 
Keeper Colonial Building • • • • 60 0 0 
First Messenger, Colonial Secretary's Office· 60 0 0 

Second Messenger, ditto • • • • 60 0 0 
Gate Keeper Government Lodge ~~«J preserver 

of Grounds •••• 60 0 0 
Keeper, Half House, Salmonier •••• 35 0 o . 

THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

SALARIES. 

Clerk, Supreme Court, including Clerk and Stationery 420 0 0 
Clerk, Northern Circuit Court · · ·.. 200 0 0 
Clerk, Southern ditto . · . . 200 0 0 
Crier and Tipstaff, St. John's · · · · 60 0 0 
Crier and Tipstaff, Har.bor Grace . · · · 20 0 0 

Crown Prosecutions 
Coroners 
Circuit of Judges 

MISCELLANEOUS . . 
.... 300 0 0 
...• 200. 0 0 
.... 400 0 0 

r 

Carried forward . . ' . 

1185 0 0 
> • J 

1800 0 .o 

£2985 0 0 

• 

• 
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~-======================================================~-

Brought forward . . .. 

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

SALARIES. 

* Three Magistrates, St. John's • • • • 

Clerk of the Peace, ditto .. . .. 
Inspector, ditto .... 
Constables, ditto • • •• 

Gaoler, ditto •••• 

OUTPORTS. 

* Stipend~ary Magistrates, Clerks of the Peace, 
Gaolers, Constables, as per detailed 
statement • • • • 

., 

900 0 0 
300 0 0 

80 0 .o 
530 0 0 
150 0 0 

• 

3531 0 0 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Ordinary repairs of Court House and Gaols· · 
Gaol Expenses · · · · 

200 0 0 
600 0 0 

RELIEF OF THE POOR. 
SALARIES. 

District Surgeon, St. John's . . .. 
District Surgeon. Harbor Grace . . . . 
Physician, Lunatic Asylum . . .. 
Medical Attendance, St.John's Hospital • • •• 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Permanent and Casual Poor in St. John's and 
Outports . . . . 

Paupers in Lunatic Asylum • • • • 

Paupers in St. John's Hospital • • •• 

*FERRYMEN . 

SALARIES. 

Ferry at Manuels 
Ditto Great Placentia 
Ditto Salmonier · 
Ditto Portugal Cove 

Carried forward 

• • • • 

•• •• 

. . . . 
•••• 

. .. . . 

.. 

200 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 
250 0 0 

5000 0 0 
·1700 0 0 
1200 0 0 

10 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 

£85 O· 0 

2985 0 0 

6291 0 0 

8650 0 0 

17926 0 o · 

.. 
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I 

Brought forward • • • • £85 0 0 17926 0 0 

·Ferry at Trinity • • • • .25 0 o · • 

Ditto Harbor Grace and South Side • • • • 25 0 0 
Ditto Little St.Lawrence • • • • 10 0 0 
Ditto Burin and Spoon Cove • • • • 20 0 0 
Ditto Biscay Bay .... 15 0 0 
Ditto Holyrood (two ferries) •••• 30 Q 0 ,, 

Ditto Aquaf orte . . ' .. 15 0 0 • I 

Ditto Malhay 
. ' 12 0 0 ) • • • • 

l ) 

Ditto St. John's Pond, Salmonier, and North Har.bor 40 0 0 • 

Ditto Belle Isle and Topsail • • • • 20 0 0 • 

Ditto Mortier ... - 15 0 ~ 312 ([) 0 

MISCELLANEOlTS. ... 

IN AID OF PU BL I C OFFICES. 

Repairs of Public Buildings • • • • 700 0 0 
Printing and Stationary . . . . 500 0 0 
J.,uel and Light • • • • 750 0 0 

f 

Postages and Incidentals • • •• 100 0 0 
Insurance on Public Buildings • • • • 200 0 0 
Carrying out Crown Lands Act • • •• soo 0 0 
Unforeseen Contingencies . . . .. 500 0 0 

GENERAL. 

l\len stationed at Fort Amherst . ~ . . 36 10 0 
Duties on Wine, Military Mess ' ... , 50 0 0 . 
Gas Company St. John's, Lighting Streets 140 0 0 
Gas Company Harbour Grace, ditto • • • • 50 , 0 0 
Dorcas Society, St. John's • • • • .50 0 0 
Dorcas Society, Harbor. Grace •••• 25 0 0 
D orcas Society, C.arbonear • • • • 25 0 0 

· :Ri1r echanics' Institute ' ... 50 0 0 
Jl~actory • • • • 100 0 0 
Orphan Asylum, Industrial Department • • • • 50 0 0 
l:l eading Room, St. John's • • • • 25 Q 0 
Agricultural Society ,, • • ~ 't 250 0 0 

ight Watch .. . . . 100 0 0 
"" 

• .. 
" ... 

Carried forward , • • • • £4313 IO 0 ~8238 0 0 
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tjJ_ P .F E X 1> 1 ~ , N o . 1 . 

,. 

DE T .~ IL 

OJ·Salar-ies and Jl.llowaftces to Stipendia'l"Y Magistrates anll Constables, Cle1 .. ks 
of tlie ·Peace antl Gaolers, in the undermentioned "Outports,fo'I .. the :Year J.856. 

Outports. 
M · Clerks Constables. 

t 
ar•s- of the - Gaolers Total. 

ra es. Peace. No. Salarf. ---------- ---------- --------- ------
Petty Harbor • • • • 

Torbay •••• 
Portugal Cove • • •• 

South Shere • • • • 

Harbor Main • • • • 

Cats Cove • • • • 

Br.igus and Port-tie-grave · · · · 150 
Bay Roberts . . . . ~ 

Harbor Grace • • •• 200 

Carhonear •••• 150 
Bay-de-Verds • • • • 

Western Bay •••• 

Hants Harbor • • • • 

Perlican • • • • 130 
Hearts Content • • • • 

New Harbor •••• 

Tr.inity • • • • 150 
Catalina •••• 

Bona vista •••• 150 
Tickle Cove • • • • 

King's Cove 
~ 

• • • • 

Salvage • • • • 

Greenspond . . . . 
Twilli11gate and Fogo • • • • 130 
Exploits Bay . . . . • 

Bay Bulls . ~ . . 100 
Witless Bay • • • • 

Toads Cove • • • • 

Brigus, South • • • • 

Cape Broyle • • • • 

Caplin Bay . . . . 
Ferry land •••• 100 
Aquaforte • • • • 

Fermews . . . . . 
Renews • • • • 

Trepassy • • • • 

• 
Carried for\vard • • • • £1260 

60 
• 

150 

60 

. 

60 

' 45 

45 

60 

I 20 
. I 20 

1 20 
1 12 
1 12 
1 · 12 
2 50 

. I 12 
I 50 l 
2 50 
3 75 
I 12 
I 12 
1 12 
I 12 
1 12 
I 12 
2 37 ~ 
I 25 
I 25 
I 12 
I . 12 
I 12 
I 12 
3 , 49 
1 12 
I 25 
I 12 
1 12 
I 12 
I 12 
I 12 
I 25 
I 12 
1 12 
I 12 
I 12 

£480 J 44 £759 

20 
20 
20 
12 
12 ~ 
.12 

260 
12 " 

90 540 

285 
~ 12 
12 
12 

142 
12 
12 

25 272 
25 

10 230 
12 
12 
12 
·12 

10 234 
12 

~125 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

25 210 
~ 1.2 

12 
12 
12 

£160 £2659 

" 
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J1PPEJV:D1X, 'No. lo' 

~::=::============~===========================~~========-

DETAIL • 

'Of Salaries and Jl.llowances to Stipendia1ry .Magistrates and Co1istables, Clerks 
of the Peace a,nd Gaole1·s, _.in, the undermentioned Outpo1,.ts,fo1· the Year 1856. 

Outports. 

Brought forward 
St. Mary's · 
Placentia > 

Little Placentia 
Oderin 
l\lerasheen 
Burin 
St. Lawrence 
Lamaline 
Grand Bank 
Jersey Harbor 
Harbor Briton 
Burgeo Islands 
Hermitage Bay 
Spaniards Bay 

Total 

• 

IS Magistrates 
10· Clerks of the ·Peace 

7 Gaolers 
58 Constables 

• 

, (Continued.) 

M . Cl k C ag1s. er s bl onsta es. 

. . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . 
• • • • 

• • •• 

. . . . 

. . . . 
• • • • 

. . . . 
• • • • 
. . . . 
. . . ,, 

. . . . 

. . .. 
.. . . . 

. . . ' 

trates. 

£1260 

130 

150 

130 

100 

1£1110 I 

of the 
Peace.~ No. 

£480 44 
, I 

1 
35 I 

• I 
I· 

35 I 
1 
I 
1 
I 

35 I 
I 
I . 

! I 

£585 58 

RECAPITUL.t\ TION . 

. . . ' • 

Salary 

£759 
25 
25 
12 
12 
12 
25 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

£966 

. . . . 

. . ~ . 

. . . .. 

.. . . . 

Gaolers Total. 

£160 £2659 
25 

25 215 
12 
12 
12 

25 235 
12 
12 

142 
12 

147 
12 
12 
12 

£210 £3531 

1770 
585 
2lfl 
966 

£353.l 
..,.......... 

I 

• 

• 

• 
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JJ.PPENDJX, . No." 2.' 

.fl.PP8NDIX, No. 2. 

'FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

, 

OJ the .!J.jf airs of tlie Colony oj JV ewf oundland, jor the year 1856 .. 
~ 

• J 

EXPENDITURE. 

.. GOVERNMENT DEPJJ.RT.MENTS . 

· The-Governor, £3,000, payable in dollars at 4s.2d. £3120 0 0 
) 

P~ivate Secretary ..... 200 0 0 
Gate Keeper Government Lodge and Preserver 

of Grounds • • • • 60 0 0 
Fuel and Light • • • 200 0 0 3580 0 0 •••• 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S. 

Colonial Secretary .. " ~ 500 0 0 
Two Clerks •••• 400 0 0 .. 

·1st Messenger • • • • 60 0 0 
2nd Messenger • • • • 60 0 0 1020 0 0 

RECEIVER-GENERAl~.'S-TREASURY. 

Receiver-General -... 500 0 0 
Clerk - ... 150 0 0 

CUSTOMS' DEPARTMENT. 

Assistant Collector •••• 300 0 0 
Landing and Tide Surveyor • • II e 250 0 0 
Two Landing Waiters ... ... 400 0 0 
lst Clerk and Warehouse Keeper •••• 200 0 0 

2nd Clerk •••• 150 0 0 
3rd Clerk . 120 0 0 • • • • 

Two Lockers •••• 115 0 0 

Tide Waiters and Boat Men •••• 1170 0 0 

Carried forward . . . ' £3355 0 0 4600 () 0 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
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Brought foi:ward • • • • 5355 0 0 4600 0 0 • 

Allowance to Unofficial Members Board of Revenue 50 0 0 
Housekeeper •••• 40 0 0 

OUTPORTS. 

Sub-Collector, Lamaline •••• 100 0 0 
,, LaPoile • • • • 100 0 0 

'' Greenspond •••• 125 0 0 

'' Gaulties •••• 100 0 0 

'' Twillingate .. "· . 100 0 0 • 

t' Trinity • • • • 150 0 0 

'' Harbour Grace • • • • 160 0 0 

'' Brjgus •••• 100 0 0 

'' Placentia • • • • 100 0 0 .. 

'' Burin . • • • • 100 0 0 

'' Harbour Briton •••• 100 o~ 0 

'' Fogo • • •• 125 0 0 
I .. 

' ' Carbon ear •••• 125 0 o. 
Preventive Officer, Bay Bulls •••• 50 0 0 

'' Ferry land 50 0 0 • • •• . 
Per Centage on ~uties to ~ub-C~l!c::~tors, Outports 300 0 0 
Incidental expenses of the Establjshment · ·· · · 120 0 0 5450 0 0 

· r.fhe. Financial Secnetarry; • • •• 300 0 0 

· BOARD OF WORKS~ 
.. 

Surveyor Gener.al 400 • • • • 0 0 
• . 

Secr~tary to the B~ard • • • • 200 0 0 
I < 

Surveyor of Roads I • • • • 160 0 0 . 
Keeper of Colonial Building • • ••• 60 0 0 

MISCELLANEOUS IN~ AID OF ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Expenditure under St. Jonn's Street Act · · · . 1000 0 0 . 
Repairs of Public Buildings • • • • 700 0 0 
Fuel and Light • • • • 550 0 0 
Printing and Stationary •••• 500 0 0 
Postages and Incidentals • • • • 100 0 0 
Insurance on Public Buildings • • • • 200 0 0 

Unforseen Contingencies • • • • 500 0 0 

Carried f or,vard • e • • £4370 0 0 10350 0 0 

• 

, 
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\. 

) I 
) Brought forward £4370 ,_. r 

• • • • 

CROWN LANDS' ACT. 

Superintendent Public Buildings £50 
Chairman, Sur eyor General 40 
Deputy Surveyors and incidentals 300 
Mrs.Westcott' s Pension so 420 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Chief Justice £1200, payable in dollars at 4s. 2d. 1248 
Two Puisne Judges, £1400 '' '' 1456 
Attorney General 

.. 
500 •••• 

Solicitor General • • • • 200 
Sheriff Central District · • • • • 500 
Sheriff Northern ditto • • • • 300 • \ 

Sheriff Southern ditto •••• 200 
Clerk Supreme Court, including Cler.k and 

Incidentals • • • • 420 
Clerk Northern Circuit Gourt •••• 200 
€lerk Southern Ditto • • • • 200 
Crier and Tipstaff, St. John's •••• 60 
Crier and Tipstaff, Harbour Grace • • • • 20 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

€ro·wn Prosecutions • soo • • • • 

Coroners •••• 200 
• 

Circuit of Judges •••• 400 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Three Magistrates •••• 900 
Clerk of the Peace • • • • 300 

Inspector • 80 • • • • 

Constables • • • • 530 

Gaoler •••• 150 
Stipendiary Magistrates, Constables,. Gaolers, Clerks 

of the Peace, in ·the Outports, as .per 
detailed stat-ement • • • • 3531 

• 

0 0 10350 0 0 ,. 

) 

) 

0 0 4790 0 0 

I • ) 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 ·o 
0 () 

0 .o 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 6204 0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

. 

.o 0 
0 0 

0 0 

Carried forward .. ' - £5491 0 0 21344 0 0 

" 

' 
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Brought f or'Yard .... £5491 0 0 21344 0 0 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Ordinary Repairs of Court House and Gaols 200 O· 0 
Gaol Expenses • • • • 600 0 0 

RELIEF OF THE POOR. 

Commissioner of the Poor • 9 •• 

District Surgeon, St. John's • • • • 

District Surgeon, Conception Bay . . . . 
Physician, Lunatic Asylum •••• 

Medical Attendance, St. John's Hospital · · · · 

MISC~LLANEO US. 

Permanent and Casual Poor in St. John's and 
Outports · · · · 

~aupers in Lunatic Asylum · . · . 
Paupers in St. John's Hospital · · · · 

FERRYMEN. 

250 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 
250 0 0 

4750 0 0 
1700 0 0 

• 

1200 0 0 

Estimated amount for the support of Ferries 
throughout the Isla11d .... 

EDUCATION. 

Amount to be distributed under the Act .... 7880 0 0 
For general inspection · · · · 200 0 O 
For Repairs of School Houses to be equally 

divided · · · · 200 0 0 

ACADEMY ACT. 

Master Roman Catholic Academy 
Ditto Episcopalian Academy 
Ditto General Protestant Academy 
Ditto Harbour Grace Academy 
Ditto Carbonear Academy 

250 
200 
150 
150 
150 900 0 0 

6291 0 0 

8650 0 0 

312 0 0 

9180 0 0 

Carried forward • 6 ' • £9180 0 0 45777 0 0 

, 

' 
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Brought forward • • • • 45777 () . 0 

LIGHT HOUSES. 

Inspector . . . . 100 () 0 
Keeper, Cape ,·spear . . . . 95 0 0 
Keeper, Cape Pine . . . . 95 0 0 
Assistant ditto • • • • 69 6 8 . 
Keeper, Harbor 1Grace Island • • • • 105 0 0 
Keeper, ditto Beacon • • • • 30 6 8 
Keeper, Cape Bona vista • • • • 95 0 0 
Keeper, Fort Amherst . . . . 70 0 0. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Oil Supplies, &c., &c. •••• 1340 6 8 2000 0 0 
• 

POST OFFICE. 

Post Master General . . . . 275 0 0 
Chief Clerk . . . . 100 0 0 
Assistant Clerk • • • • • 50 0 0 
Messenger and Assorter • • • • • 35 0 0 
Post Masters in Outports (15) 

, 
• • • • • 290 0 0 .. 

Way Masters (7) . . . . 28 0 0 
C9nveyance of Mails to o ·utports 1022 0 0 • . . . -
Incidental expenses of the Establishment · · · . 100 0 0 1900 0 ,(() 

,. 

MISCELLANEOUS GENERAL. 

Men stationed at Fort ..t\.mherst . . . . 36·10 . 0 
Duties on Wine, Military Mess • • • • 50 0 0 
Gas Company St. John's, Lighting Streets .. 140 0 0 
Gas Co.mpany Harbour Grace, . ditto • • • • 50 0 0 
I 

Ship,vreck:ed Sealing Crews • • • tt. • 100 0 0 
Dorcas Society, St. John's • • • • 50 0 0 
Dorcas Society, Harbour Grace • • • • 25 0 0 
Dorcas Society, Carbonear . . . . 25 0 0 

Mechanics'. Institute • • • • 50 0 0 
Factory, St. John's . . . . 100 0 0 
Orphan Asylum~ Industrial Depa1·~1ne11t . . . . 50 0 0 • 

'Reading Room, St. John's . . . . 25 0 0 
------·------,_,~......-~ .... -

Carried forward . . .. . , £701 10 0 49677 0 () 

' 
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Broug.ht forward • • • • £701 IO 
Agricultural Society, St. John's and Outports 250 0 
Night Watch, St. John's •••• 100 0 
Allowance to Robert' Smith •••• 10 0 , 
Keeper Half-way House, Salmonier .... 35 0 
Conception Bay Steam Packet Company · · · · 300 0 
Fire Companies, St. John's • • • • 100 0 

" 

To defray liabilities incurred on account of Break-
water at Toads Cove .... 150 0 

Protection and Encouragement of Fisheries· · 500 0 
Seed Potatoes for the Poor •••• 700 0 

' . 

RE.TIRED ALLQW ANCE ACT. 

P~NSIONS. 

' James Crowdy, late Colonial Secretary • • • • 400 0 
Edward M. Archibald, late Attorney General S50 0 
Joseph Noad, late Sur¥eyor General . . . . 285 0 
Hugh A. Emerson, late Solicitor General· · · · 90 0 

INTEREST ON PUBLIC DEBT. 

Amount of Debt £151,804 14 8, estimate of interest 
' 

• 

DEBT REPAYABL~. 

An1ount Proposed to be Consolid~ted . 
• • • • 

LEGISLATINE CONTINGENCIES. 

Estimated amount of Expenditure ... -

.fl.SSE TS. 

Balance from 1855 •••• 

REVENUES. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

I~stimated Account amount from Custom Duties 67000 0 0 
Ditto ditto Light Dues . . . . 4000 0 0 

Carried forward • • • • 71000, 0 0 

49677 0 0 

. 
2846 10 0 

11~5 0 0 

8000 0 0 

·9791 12 0 

5000 0 0 

£76,440 2 0 

£2114 4 4 

2114 4 4 

.. 
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Brought forward • • • • £71000 0 0 2114 4 4 
j~stitnated Account amount from Crown Lands . 750 0 0 
Ditto ditto License Fund Fees, &c. 1500 0 0 
])itto ditto Post Office • • • • 400 0 0 ) 

Ditto ditto late Treasurer, P .. Morris's 
Estate .... 

I 

Balance against the Colony · · · .. 

250 0 0 . 73900 0 0 
425 17 8 

) 

THOMAS GLEN, 
' J 

Beceiver General .. • 

J 

,. 

I 

I • -



• 

• .. 

' 

136 

/J.
1
P B E ,N D 1 X, N ·o. 3. 

I ===-

.!lPPENDIX, No. 3. 
) j 

ASSETS AND Ll ... t\.BILITIES 
) q 

OJ the Colony oj :Neivfoundland, on, the 31st Decernber, 1855. 
} 

' , 
) LIABILITIES. 

~he Electric Telegraph Company 

·outstanding Warrants 

Unpaid Debentures 

Treasury Notes in Circulation 

Unexpended Grants 

Unpaid Interest 

Balance in favour of the Colony 

Cash on hand 

Customs Bonds Outstanding 

.. 

• 

• 

. . .. 
• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

., ... 

.. ' . 

• • • • 

ASSETS. 

• • •• 

• • • • 

£3500 0 0 

6668 12 11 

1668 14 8 

260 0 0 

7514 7 4 

3591 7 8 

£11,849 15 4 

13,467 11 7 

.. 

£23,203 2 7 

2,114 4 4 

£25,317 6 ll 

£25,317 6 11 

THOMAS GLEN, 

Receive1' Ge1ieral. 

. ' 

I 

, , 

" 
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, 

.!J.PPENDIX, No. 4 . 
• 

Bo~t of St. 3Jobn'a. 
Jl CONSOLJDJlTED JJ.CCOUNT of the Goods imported in the Year ended 

Slst December, 1855, shewing the agg1regate Qualities a1id Value of the 

va1~ious Jl.1rticles, a'l'td .fl.mount of Duty collected thereon. 

Articles Imported. 

Ale, Porter, Cider, Perry, viz., 
in Bottles ... · 
in Casks · · · · 

Animals, viz.-
llorses · · · · 
Oxen and Cows· · · · 

· Sheep, Swine and Calves 
J\pples ... · 
Bacon,Hams, Tongues, Smok-

ed Beef and Sausages 
Beef, (salted and cured) 
Biscuit .... 
Butter ...• 
Cheese · · · · 
Cl1ocolate and Cocoa · . 
Cigars · . · · · 
Coals ... . 
Coffee ... . 
Feathers . · . · 
Fish (dried) · · · · 
Flour · ··, 
Fruit (dried) · . · · 
.Ditto (other descriptions) 
Lumber . · .. 
! ""'eat.her (manufactures of) 
Molasses · · · · 
Oatmeal and lndia11 Meal 
Porj{ · · · · 
·Ready-made Clothing · · 
Salt . .. . 
Shingles ... , 
Spirits, viz.-

Brandy, Gin and Cordials 
R .um .... 

Carried forward 

Quan tity. 

it2 doz. 10 
24,75 7 gals. 

19 
63 2,5 

27 
23 

61 
71 brls. 

27 cwt. 687 I 
1920 1 

123319 2 
13812 3 

442 3 
108 

3587 
19695 3-

1650 
119 

2 
10562 

500 

-2 brls. 
14cwt 
17 ,, 

27 '' 
65 lbs. 
50 
4 tons. 
10 lbs. 
15 '' 
6 cwt. 
9 brls. 
20 lbs. 

24 feet 17694 

74275 
21294 1-

9 gals. 
2 br]s. 

194 10 ~' 

7 tons. 40167 
24665 00 

2 gals. 21392 1-
104953 I -4 '' 

Value. 
' . 

. 

364 8 
2359 16 

316 0 

4 
2 

15280 9 11 
0 

0 2696 1 
1271 1 6 

2444 17 JO 
4941 18 8 

143814 7 IO 
49594 14 4 
1394 2 5 

. 223 19 9 
1330 3 0 

19654 14 3 
3858 3 6 
219 12 I 
38 15 0 

229110. 6 7 
1231 16 6 
204 6 11 

4417 7 3 
17317 9 6 
40637 10 10 
28529 3 2 
55152 12 7 
19705 17 I 
36305 17 9 
1933 6 10 

9982 4 3 
11416 I 0 

705'746 15 10 

Duty. 

44 I 11 
212 a 6 

9 10 0 
683 4 5 
138 I 0 
l77 16 6 

232 4 6 
192 I 0 

1541 10 4 
1721 7 6 
110 14 10 
31 0 6. 

143 12 0 
984 15 9 
397 9 5 

49 12 ll 
6 10 0 

7922 3 6 
208 7 8 
20 8 8 

221. 3 9 
1731 14 IO 
5394 12 4 
532 7 3 

2911 10 0 
1970 11 7 
1004 3 7 
l23 6 6 

3688 4 6 
.5364 11 3 

37829 I 6 

• 

r 

• 
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J1 CONSOLJDJJ.TED .11.CCOUJVT of the Goods Imported in the Yea1· ended 
Slst Decembe1·, 1855, shewing the agg'regate Qualities and Value of the 
va1 .. ious .11.rticles, and amount of Duty collected, the1"eon-Continued. 

A~ticles Imported. 

Brought forward 
$ugar, viz.-

. Refined ... ~ . 

Unrefined ... . 
Bastard ... . 

'I'ea ... . 
,'l"imber ... . 
'I'obacco ·(manufactured) 
Ditto Stems . . .. . 
Yinegar ... . 
Wines, viz.-

) 

in Bottles .... 
not in Bottles, viz.- · 
Port, Madeira, Hock, 
Burgundy, Claret and 
Dry I.4isbon ... . 
Sherry ... . 
Other Wines · · .. 

Goods, Wares and Merchan­
' dize, enumerated, to pay 
duty at the rate of 5 per 
cent. · · · · 

Ditto ditto 7! per cent. 
Silk (manufactures of) 

Not otherwise enumerated 
or ·described · · · · 

Totals· · · · 

Quantity. 

1229 2 1 cwt. 
18128 2 26 '' 

62 2 2 '' 
287984 lbs. 

1596 1-4 tons 
.264844 lbs. 
66 0 8 cwt. 

1173 gals. 

419 l-3 '' 

22040 1-2 '' 
332 '' 
360 ,, 

I 

• • • • 

Value. 

705746 15 10 
• 

2782 10 2 
19303 19 11 

125 IO 6 
14173 18 5 
2178 I 10 
9118 5 9 

56 2 6 
70 12 6 

338 IO 0 
I . . 

9289 5 0 
97 10 0 

144 0 0 

256649 3 2 
49130 . 4 3 
2934 4 3 

34702 4 5 

Duty. 

37829 I 6 

545 9 2 
5304 6 I 

22 0 5 
8992 11 7 

101 18 . 2 
2506 6 2 

6 12 2 
14 13 3 

84 6 s 

2324 11 0 
43 18 9 
36 0 0 

. 
12832 7 4 
3684 16 8 
293 8 5 

3470 4 6 

£110684 18 6 £73092 11 10 

THOMAS GLEN, 
Receiver Gener·al. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE, ~ 
rrhe 24th day of January, 1856. 5 • 

• 
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t~ol·t ·of .~t. 3J·oD•t'~. 
Dr. Jl CorisoZ.itlated Jl.ccoit·nt ()ii1're1it oj Receipts i11'1l£t Payme-n;ts.,-Jo1 .. tlie Yea1" e1ided 31st Dece1ribe1r, 1855. Cr. 

-.,.- • • 7 

1855. 1855. 
'To ~utport Balance~ from last Y~ar, vi~ :-

. La1neline - .,. 16 2 5 
By oveJ· Entries .. _ ' .. 373 8 I "' • • • • 

~ -
" 5137 Dra,vbacks -- 2 2 • • • • 

Trinity l 71 0 1 1-nci<lenfal Expenses - ' - 465 19 0 • • • • -
Tfde\vaiters 

, 918 0 I -... ...... • • • • Carbo11ea·r - ~ 133 14 10 
Harbor 'Grace 255 17 4 5 0 0 II Lt1mber Certificates - • • • • .. 

Placentia 45 17 3 Res~rved Salaries - · ' # , 

;6372 11 11 ~ • • • • --

Bt1rin 111 19 O Customs Salar-ies, viz :-
irii":_-... -

~ 

Harbor Briton ·431 8 4 St. J.ohn=; s 1929 O· :2 
· LaPoile - - 798 8 9 

o~utport Duties · · · · 
D11.ties on Goods imported, St.John's 
Ten ;per cent. on that account . . . . · 

-4~ · 3675 Ile 6 , l.984 8 0 ,Outports .. L 1746 11 
4 ' 

13477 ·8 6 R -eturn ·nuties . r ' 140 2 6 • • • • 
- ~--· ... 

68 13 ' 59615' ·3 ·4 Quarantine Officer • • • • 6 
5961 10 L 4 · R ·emitfahce tQ _ ~Corrfmissioners of Customs 

~ 

~ 
-

Duties Collected under Copyright Act 
Light Dttes, net. amount .,. · ... 
DutiP-s Collecte~ on Spirits 1distilled in 

tl1e Island · · · · 

0 6 11 London·, -on acct. of Duties collectetl - --

3354 l2 - - 'o 

20 
' 

3 under Copy.right Act 1 10 • • • • 
I .. 

T ·i·easury D ·epartmenf, viz :- ... 
• 

47263 18~ 10 
-· ! 

222 3 9 Bond-s · -

Quarantine Fees, St. John's ... . 6 
-

9 . cl 65505 7· ·11 68 13 Cash 18241 r 

Ditto _ Outports ... . 
Sui·charges on Outport Accounts . · · · 
Colony's share of Seizures - . · · · 
Net proceeds of Sani·ples sold · · · · 
Remittance fron1 P-lace11tia fo b·e c·arried to 

18 6. ~o o ··utportBalances to nextQt1arter-
; - c 

.... 
3 ' 7 ·10 Fogo ·127 4 ·G) 

- ;,,J 

45 7 ·~ 
-. • .. 

- . ~rinity · 
. 

162 () r6 . -- ~ .. 
13 ,}2 91 Carb-0near ~ - - 260 IJ -- ~g . 

-~ . 
Harbor ~G1~ace 1146 1 ~s 

Account next Quarter · · · · 17_ 6 81 ·~ - ,llurin 
~ 

190 0 l 

£84,782 7 :2 

I Certify tha:t the ~aforegoing Account is -just ·an·d -~~rue i~ 
every particular, to the bes~ of my 'knowledge and belief. 

• 

Custom;;.House, - l 
The 24th day of Jan., 18$6. ~ 

THOMAS GLEN, 
Receiver Gen.era.I. 

"'"' 4 ~·6 2100 8 8 Harb'cfr -=Briton . 214 

£8,~, 782 7 2 
We -,do hereby c~rtify · that we have duly Au<lited the afore­
going J\.cc.OUl)t, and that ~we have iinaJJy s.ettled '

1

and closed 
the~satne. 

St.John's, ~Nfld. 
1st day Feb , 1856 . 

• 

P. WINSER, Cliairman of .11.udit . 
J. L. PRENDERGAST, ~ JJ.udi-
JOHN HAYWARD, 5 tors. 

• 

II 

• 
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.!l.PPENDIX, No. 5. 

DESPATCH 

From the Sec1reta1ry oj State Jo1' the Colonies, tr·arismittirig an Order in Coitn · 
· cil pi'ohibiting the Exportation, of Saltpetre, and othe1' Chemical Salts~ 

from England to the North JJ.mericari a1id West India Colonies. 

[CIRCULAR]. 
Do\vning Street, 

• 9th January, 1856~ 

SIR,-
I trans1nit to you enclosed, an Order of the Lords of the Council 

dated the 27th ultimo, which you will perceive prohibits absolutely the exporta-. 

tion of Saltpetre, and other Chen1ical ·Salts. from this Country to the North 
American and West Indian Colonies. 

The effect C!f this Order is to extend the prov.1-s1ons of· that of the lst 
November, transmitted in my Circular Despatch of th.e 24th November last, to. 

the North American and West Indian Colonies,. placing them in this respect on 

the same footing as Foreign Countries. I need not say that Her Majesty's. 
Go~ern1nent ·are placed undei· the, necessity of taking this course by the exi­
gencies of the War, as it is of the first importance to prevent illicit traffic \vi th 
the enemy in this Article ; and as the efforts of the Local Governments, with 
all the good-will which they would no doubt exhib.it, could not avail to prevent 

• 
their re-exportation for such illicit use, if importation into th.e Colonies was. 
absolutely free .. 

Attempts ho"Never n1ig~t still, it is true, be made to evade this last per­
emptory prohibition by conveying the prohibited Articles to the West Indian 
and North American Colonies, either fron1 Foreign Countries or from other 

Countries, 'vith a vie'v to the transmission of the articles in question. by various 
channels to the enemy. 

How far the la\vs of will enab1le you to prohibit the i1nportation 
or exportation of Saltpetre and othe1· Chemical Salts in the 1nanner indicated, 

I am not at present a\vare ; but I cannot doubt that the Legislature of 
\viii readily arm you with suffic ient powers for effectually checking any improper· 

trade in those Salts. 

The subject is of considerable i1nportance, and I have to request that yoa 
\viii aclinowledge the receipt of this instruction, and favor me with any infor1na·· 

• 
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tion or practical suggestions which you may consider calculated to facilitate the 
attainment of the object which Her Majesty's Government have in view. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

H. LABOUCHERE. 

AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, WHITEHALL, 

The 27th day of December, 1855. 

BY THE LORDS OF HER MAJESTY'S MOST HONORABLE PRIVY COUNCIL. 

The Lords of the Council having taken into consideration the Expediency .. 
of extending the Prohibitio~ to export from the United Kingdom certain articles 
~sqd. i~ th:e Manufacture of Military and Naval Stores, in pursuance of Her 
Majesty's Proclamation of the 18th February, 1854, are pleased.to order, and 
it is hereby ordered, that the Officers of Her Majesty's Customs do prevent the 
exportation of Saltpetre, Nitrate of Soda, Sulphate of Potash, and Muriate of 
Potash (Chloride of Potassium), to Her Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in 
North America, including the West Indian Islands, as well as to all Foreign 
Countries; and that the Officers of Her Majesty's Customs do permit the 
ArticJes herein mentioned to be carried Coastwise to any Port in the United 
Kingdom, or tQ be exported to any other of Her Majesty's Colonies, Planta­
tions, · or Possessions abroad, or to the Territories of the East India Company, 
upon taking from the Persons exporting the same a Bond that the said Artic]es 
shall be landed and entered for Use ·and Consumption within such of Her Ma­
jesty's Dominions or within the Territories of the East India Company. 

'\Vhereof the Lords Commissioners of Her J\lajesty's Treasury, and 
Officers of Her Majesty's Customs, and all other Persons whom it may concern, 
are to take notice, and govern themselves accordingly. 

W. L. BATHURST5 

Al ... 

• 



• 

• 

•' 

142 

APPEND 1 X,' 'No. 6 • 

.tlPPENDIX, No,. 6. 

DESPATCH 
. . 

From the Secretary of State, on the subject of Sending Home to the Colonies 
to which they belong, Seamen arrivi1ig in Great Britain f'rom the Nor th 

, 

.11.merican Colonies. 

[CIRCULAR]. 
' Downing Street, 

21st December, 1855. 

SIR,-
. My attention has recently been called to the frequent cases which oc­

cur, of Seamen-arriving in this Country from the North American Provinces 
in a destitute condition, and in many instances unable to work, for whose relief 
no funds are provided either by the Imperial ot by the I~ocal Governments. 

You ::ire probably aware, tha.t by the Merchant Shipping Act of last Ses-
... 

sion, power is conferred on the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
trrade, to cause distressed Seamen found in Foreign parts, being subjects of 
Her Majesty, to be sent home either to this Country or to the Colony to which 
hey belong. For this purpose an annual vote is tak'en, but the Act in ques­

tion does not confer the power to ~end home to the Colonies to which they may 
belong Colonial Seamen found distressed in this Country. 

'The duty which the Act in question devolves on the Imperial Government 
is founded on the principle that each Government is bound to provide for its 
nwn Seamen, and I cannot doubt that the Legislature of Newfoundland would 
eadily admit the justice of this principle, and that it applies with equal force 

to t.l1e case of Sea1nen belonging to Colonial Ports. 

I have therefore to request that you will bring the subject under the ~on­
sideration of your Council, and it will afford me much gratification to learn that 
the Legislature is prepared to undertake the necessary expense, and to co·ope,, 
rate with Her Majesty's Governn1ent in making any arrangements which may 
bie necessary for effecting the object they have i~ view. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. LABO UC HERE. 
' GoYernor Darling, &c., &c., &c6 .. 

' Newfoundland.· 
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• .11.PPEJVDIX, No. 7 . 

DESPATCH 

.From the Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the subject oj the system by 
which Light Houses and Light Jlessels may .be erected and main,tained, in 
the Colonies by means of rI'olls levied o~ Yessels which derive benefit from 
the Lights. 

I c IRCULAR ]. 
. Downing Street, 

6th September, 1855. 

SIR;-
I have to communicate to you, for your information as to the views of 

Her Majesty's Government, and in order that you may bring them, whenever 
occasion shall require, und_er :the consideration of your txecutive Council1 the 
following observations and proposal on the subject of Colonial Light!if, 

2. The great importance of a well-ordered system of Colonial Lights to 
the Trade and Shipping of the British Empire has suggested to Her Majesty's 
Government the propriety of inviting the co-operation and assistance of the 
Local Authorities in the .Colonies, in order to bring about a more efficient and 
,more economical system of management in the erection and · wainten~~ce of 
Colonial Lights than that which at present exists. 

$. Since the passing of the " Shipping L~w Amendment Act>;~ in 1853, 
tl1e control of the Lights of the United Kingdom has been vested1 in the Lords 
'Of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade. 

4. It is proposed to apply the information and experience which the Board 
of · Trade has acquired under that arrangement in assisting the Colonial Gov­
ernments to effect such im.provem~nts in the management of their Lights as may 
be found desirable. 

5. The accompanying Printed Memorandum, which has been prepared by 
the Board of Trade with the assistance of the Elder Brethren of the T1·inity 
House, fully explains the nature and extent of the assistance . and information 
~vhich that DepartmPnt is prepared to afford to the Colonial Authorities, as well 
·as the steps to be taken by those Authorities for obtaining such assistance and 

• 
information. · · 

6. In addition to thP. assistance which the Board of Trade are prepared to 
give as above mentioned, the '' Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Act~~ 

. . 
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recently passed~ a Copy of which I enclose, 18 and 19 Vic. cap. 91, contains a 
provision for enabling Her Majesty, by Order in Council, to fix Dues to be paid 
for Colonial Lights. The nature and objects of this provision you will find 
fully explained in a Letter from the Board of Trade to this Department, date4 
15th August, of which a Copy is also herewith enclosed. 

SIR,-

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient 
Hun1ble Servant, 

(Sigµed) WM. MOLESWORTH. 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Whitehall, 15th August, 1855. 

With ref f'rence to your letter of the 6th instant, I am directed by the 
Lords of the Committee' of Privy Council for Trade, to transmit to you for 
distribution to the various , Colonies, the accompanying copies of the printed 
Memorandum relating to Light Houses and Light Vessels in the Colonies. 

My ·Lords have not before replied to the above mentioned letter, as it ap­
peared to them that it would be desirable, in transmitting the Memorandun1 in 
question to the Colonial Authorities, to call the attention of the Governors and 
. other Officers to those provisions of '' The Merchant Shipping Act Amendn1ent 
·Act, 1855,"" which relate to the collection of dues for the maintenance and 
erection of Colonial Lights. It Secretary Sir William Molesworth should 

• 

think such a course expedient, the follo\ving are points which will, in n1y· Lords' 
opinion, require special attention. 

I. That the object contemplated by the Imperial Legislature is to as~ist 
the Colonies in erecting and maintaining Light Houses, by providing Funds for 

· the purpose by means of Tolls levied on the ships \vhich derive benefit 
0

fron1 the 
Lights, whether those ships go to Ports in the Colony in which the Light is 

·situate or not. 

2. 'l,hat the principle upon \vhich the Tolls are to be fixed and collected is 
the same as that adopted in this Country. 

3. That provision is made for procuring advances for building, as 'vell as 
an annual income for maintaining Lights. · 

• 

I 
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4. That whilst no Colony can tie req,uired to levy a Tax against ·its will, 
the money when paid must, of necessity (being levied in different Colonies, as 
well as in the United Kingdom) be under the control of the Imperial Govern-
ment. .. 

i ) 

5. That it is not the wish or the intenti~n of the Board of Trade, in 
administering any funds so levied, to interfere with the Local Authorities, who . 
will still have the management of the Lights, except so far as may be nece.ssary 

'· 

· to issue proper accounts, and a proper expenditure of the public money . 

. 
· 6. That whenever any application is made for assistance towards· erecting . 

or maintaining .a .Light, the Governor of the Colony or Possession should send~ 

ali the information in his power, as to the number and tonnage of Vessels pass-
. i~g or deriving benefit from the Light, and the ports and places to or from whicli 

they tra~e. In giving this information, attent,ion should b~ paid to the particular 
circumstances of the case, so that the Imperial Government may be enabled, in 
fixing the Toi), to determine what the amount should be, and at what ports i~ 
will be desirable to collect it. As a general rule, it will probably be found 
most convenient to collect the dues at the Port of Departure of the ship, rather 
than at the Port of Arrival, where both ports are British Ports, but the appJi .. 
cation· of: this rule must depend upon the circumstances of each case. 

1. Where a Light is to be erected or maintained in" one· Colony, and Toll$ 
Will . have to be taken in other Colonies, the communications from the· first 
Colony should be so made as to enable Her Majesty's Government to commu .. 
nicate as early and as effectively as possible with the latter Colonies. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. H. FARRERo 
H. Merivale, Esq., &c., &c., &c .. 

Colonial Office. 

' 

• 
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JJ.PPEJVDIX, No. 8. 

DESPATCHES 

From the Secretary of Statefor the Colonies, with Enclosures1 • 01i the subject 
oj the Light House proposed to be erected on Cape Race .. 

[COPY.] 

Downing Street, 
6th October; 1855. 

SIR,-
1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatcli, No. 

32, of 21st of July, on the subject of the Light House proposed to be erected 
on Cape Race, and with reference to my Despatches marked Circular, of the 
1st September, and No. 8, of the 3rd of August last, I transmit for your infor­
mation the Copy of a letter addressed to this Department by desire of the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, from which you will learn 
that their Lordships concur with the Light House Commissioners of' Newfound­
land; both as to the material of which the Building should be constructed, and 
as to the character of the proposed Light. 

. 

I further send you a Copy of another letter, received this day, from the 
Board of Trade, on the subject of this Light House, and have to desire that 
you ,viii take such steps as may be proper for giving effect to the suggestions of 
that Department. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. MOLESWORTHo 
Governor Darling, &c., &c., &c. 

[COPY.) 

SIR,-

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade1 
Whitehall, 26th September, 1855. 

1 an1 directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
tl 'rade, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, with its 
enclosures, on the subject of the Light House about to be erected on Cape 
Race. With regard to that part of the Report which relates to the .manner in 
which funds are to be procured, it is unnecessary to do more than to ref er to 
n1y letter of the 15th August where the subject has been fully treated. 
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.. 

With regard to the observations on the construction of the Light Hou~e, I 
am to acquaint you for the information of Secretary Sir William Mole$worth, 
t.hat after a full and careful consideration of the Corresponden·ce and. various 
~Re1lorts respecting the materials of which this Light House should be con­
structed, my Lords were strongly impressed with the opinion tb'at an Iron 
Tower as a mere support for the Light might be used with advantage, and that 
the dwellings of the Light Keepers, if constructed of Stone or Brick, about 
the base of the Tower, would be perfectly unobjectionable. For several rea­
sons this plan of operations was considered, and an Iron Tower for the Light 
with Stone Buildings about its base for the dwellings of the Light Keepers, 
has accordingly been contracted for. My Lords are gratified to find that this 
opinion is supported by the Officer of Engineers in Newfoundland, who states 
i11 11is Report that ''Iron appears to be the rnost· durable, suitable, and the 
most econo1nical for Buildings of this nature.'' , 

My Lords trust it will be found, that whilst economy and expedition have 
been studied in the exhibition of the Light, the health and comfort of the Light 
~Keepers have been equally cared for, and that the expense will be kept within 
reasonable limits. 

The Tower is now nearly ready for embarkation, and it is expected that the 
\vhole apparatus inay arrive in Newfoundland in time to commence the building 

I' 

hefoi;e the frost sets in. 

My I~ords entire]y concur with the Light House Commissioners of New­
foundland as to the character of the proposed Light for Cape Race, and have 
'directed a bright fixed Light to be contracted for . . With regard to the Light 
being Colored in order that it may be distinguished from those on either side of 
.i.t, my Lords are of opinion that the distinction between Fixed and Revolving 
J_,ights ,vill be in itself sufficient, especially as a Colored Light is objection­
able, particularly in a foggy climate, on accot1nt of the short distance at which 
it ca11 be discerned as compared with a Bright Light. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES BOOTH. 

r11
• F. Elliott, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

Colonial 0 ffice. 

I 
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.... 

Light will be. provided for from other sources, it will be unnecessary to press 
tor any contribution on the part of Newfoundland. 

· I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 
Governor Darling, &c., &c., &c. 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Whitehall, 2nd October, 1855. 

SIR,-
I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 

Trade, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd ult., requesting 
·that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury may be furnished 
with any observations my Lords may have to make in reference to the pro­
posed Light on Cape Race, and I am desired by their Lordships to make the 
following remarks. 

By the Act 18 and 19 Vic., cap. 91, Her Majesty is empowered by Order 
s 

in Council, to fix the dues to be paid by Vessels deriving benefit from Colonial 
• 

Lights~ and those it is expected will be sufficiently large not only to defray the 
expenses connected with the erection, but also of the maintenance of such 
Lights. 

The Colony of Newfoundland will therefore not be called upon to 'contri­
bute to the proposed Light upon Cape Race, beyond what may be paid by its 
Vessels which receive benefit from the Light ; and I an1 to observP, that the 
execution of the work will no~ be impeded in conseqt1ence of the refusal of the 
Colony of Newfoundland to contribute towards its maintenance. 

• 
With reference to that part of your letter which requested that the Lords 

• 
~ommissioners might be made acquainted witl1 the present stage of the Works 
of the Light House, I am to observe, that the W o'rk has been contracted for 
and is now in a state of great forwardness, part thereof having already been 
shipped and the remainder being nearly ready for shipment. 

.. 
I am to add, that the probable annual cost of the maintenance of this 

Light will be about four hundred and fifty pounds. 
(£450 . .) 

I have, &c., 

The Secretary, &c., &c., &c. 
(Signed) JAMES BOOTH. 

Treasury . 

• 

• 
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.!J.P P ENDlX, No. 9. 

DESPATCH 

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies, enclosing a Report upon, the 
Fisheries on the South West Coast of JVewfou1idland, by Captain, Purvis, 
of H . .M. S. ''./J.rgus." 

Do\vning Street, 
23rd November, 1855. 

SIR,-
. I transmit, for your information, the copy of a Report by Commander 

Purvis, of Her Majesty's Steam-sloop ''Argus,'' on the Fisheries on the South 
West Coast of N e\vf oundland. 

I shall be glad to receive from you any observations which you may have 
to offer with respect to the al1eged evasion of the law by the illicit traffic in 
Bait, by means of which the fishermen are enabled to obtain at St. Pierre pro­
visions and clothing at a cheaper rate than that at which English 1,raders are 
willing to supply them. 

{COPY]. 

• SIR,-

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 

Her Majesty's Steam-sloop "Argus." 
Halifax, 18th July, 1855. 

i beg to suomit the following Report on the Fisheries on the South 
West Coast of Newfoundland, for your information. 

On the 17th May last, I left St. John's, Newfoundland, in Her Majesty's 
8team-sloop under my command ; arriving at Trepassey on the 18th, from thence 
visited St. Mary's, Placentia, Burin, Great ·Lawn, Lamaline, Grand Bank, 
F ortune Bay, the Burgeo Islands, and St. Geo1·ge's Bay, returning to Lan1a­
line on the 19th ultimo ; it was rr1y intention to have been at the "latter place on 
the 15th, in order to check as n1uch as possible the fishermen from taking 10 

St. Pierre the Caplin which struck in about. that time, but O\Ving to an acci­
dent to the machinery, I did not arrive before the 19th, the fishermen taking ad-

. Yantage of my absence during these fe\v days, carried to St. Pierre an enor• 

• 

• 
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... 
inous quantity ot Bait, and I am in~lined t9 think that l~rge quaQtjties were 
also taken from Fortune and Gr.and Bank. 

This evasion of the law is to he regretted, inasmuch as many of the 
Fishermen are driven to such illicit means of traffic, to enable them to 
ob~ain a livelihood. Provisions and clothing at St. Pierre being from 60 to 
70 per cent. cheaper than English Traders are willing to supply them. 

The practice of supplying the French with Fish has now become so com-
1non that the French Merchants give provisions, &c., in advance for bait and 
codfish, the latter is collected at the end of the season, and sent either to 
Halifax, or St. John's, Newfoundland and thence to Europe, the French not , 
'being allowed to land dried Fish procured from English ~,ishermen at St. 
Pierre. 

To effectually put a stop to this system of smuggling, at least two or three 
fast-sai~ing boats capable of mounting a 6 or 9 pounder gun each would be 
required, which should be. manned from the ship sEnt for the protection of the 
Fisheries, as the hQdts of a Ship-of-War are al1nost useless for this purpose. · 

.. 

The llerring generally strike in early in April, and the Codfishery com-. ' 

1nences about the beginning of May. 

T.hi·s season will be much better than ·the ·last, as many as 90Q qui11:tals of 
fish (equal to 300 driied) hav.ing been caught in a seine at Lamaline in one day, 

· average taken from the hook and line is about 6 quintals (equal to 2 dried) per 
inan daily. The Fitihermen at the other settlen1ents (Placentia excepted) hav~ 
lJeen equally #successful. :At the Burgeo Islands the fishery is carried on in 
.,vinter and sumn1er ; this is the only part of tl1e South West Coast wher_e the 

Cod are caugl1t throughout the year. 

The Caplin leave the coast generally about the end of June, when .t~e 
Snuid stril\.es·in, and ren1ain a few days, when the Herring ·again mal\e :th_~ir 
appearance and remain until the latter end of August, .when the fishery ,~s C?O~-

sidered over. 

At St. George's Bay I '\Vas informed that .an enormous quantity pf· M,erring 

J1ad lleen caught , and that a goo,d understandjng existed between the ~ngijsh 
·a.11d French fishe~1ne1i.. 

' 

• 

.... 
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I have every reason to believe that no "encroachments have been· made by 
the French on the South West Coast this season. 

The French Bankers have been very unsu.ccessful, many of the fishing ves­
sels have returned to St. Pierre without fish. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) R . . PURVIS, 

Commander. 

Jl.PPEJVDIX, No. IO. 

ADDRESS 

'!.'o the Queen on the subject of the Fisheries. 

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR MAJESTY: 

We, Your Majesty's loyal subjects the Legis]ative Council and House of 
Assembly of Newfoundland, in Legislative Session convened, beg most humbly 
to approach Your Majesty with feelings of the most profound respect for Your 
Majesty's Royal Person and Government. 

The Legislature of this Colony have frequently brought under Your Ma­
jesty's notice the important subject of our Fisheries, and the desire manifested 
by the French to monopolize various parts of our Northern and Southern 
Coasts, and to obtain a right of Fishery at Belle · Isle; and have repeatedly 
represented the serious evils to which our people were and still are exposed by 
the operation of the Treaties which give to France the right of fishing on our 
Coasts ; by the manner in which, notwithstanding the efforts of the Imperial 
and Local Governments, those Treaties have been infringed upon ; and by the 
forcible expulsion, by the French Authorities, of British Fishermen from those 
parts of the Western Coast, where the latter ventured to exercise their 
undoubted right of concurrent fishery. ·The consciousness of present injury, 
the fear of future loss, and the conviction of our inability~ unless our rights by 
Treaty should he strictly maintained, to compete in Foreign markets with rivals 

I 
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• 

I have every reason to believe that no ·encroachments have been made by 
the French on the South West Coast this season. 

The French Bankers have been very unsu.ccessful, many of the fishing ves­
sels have returned to St. Pierre without fish. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) R. PURVIS, 

Commander. 

Jl.PPEJVDIX, No. IO. 

ADDRESS 

'!'o the Queen on the subject of the Fisheries. 

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR MAJESTY : 

We, Your Majesty's loyal subjects the Legis]ative Council and House of 
Assembly of Newfoundland, in Legislative Session convened, beg most humbly 
to approach Your Majesty with feelings of the most profound respect for Your 
Majesty's Royal Person and Government . 

• The Legislature of this Colony have frequently brought under Your Ma­
jesty's notice the important subject of our Fisheries, and the desire manifested 
by the French to monopolize various parts of our Northern and Southern 
Coasts, and to obtain a right of Fishery at Belle· Isle; and have repeatedly 
represented the serious evils to which our people were and still are exposed by 
the operation of the Treaties which give to France the right of fishing on our 
Coasts ; by the manner in which, notwithstanding the efforts of the Imperial 
and Local Governments, those Treaties have been infringed upon ; and by the 
forcible expulsion, by the French Authorities, of British Fishermen from those 
parts of the Western Coast, where the latter ventured to exercise their 
undoubted right of concurrent fishery. ·The consciousness of present injury, 
the fear of future loss, and the conviction of our inability~ unless our rights by 
Treaty should be strictly maintained, to compete in Foreign markets with rivals 

I 
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so much more highly favored by Governmental aid than we have ever been, 
were the motives which heretofo~e led us thus to address Your Majesty ; and 
feelings similar in character, though stronger in degree, influence us on the 
present occ~sion . 

We have noticed in the public papers that the subject of our Fisheries is 
engaging the attention of Your Majesty's Government, and we learn from pri­
vate sources that the French Minister is urgently pressing a claim for an exten. 
sioµ of their rights of Fishery on the Coasts of this Island, and we are well 
aware of the force which such a claim must derive from the relations which at 
present happily subsist between France and England. 

MAY 1T· PLEASE YouR MAJESTY: 

While the people of this Colony, in common with the rest of Your Majesty's 
subjects, desire that these amicable relations may be long continued, they feel 
very sensibly that this object would be unfairly secured by concessions which, 
although of little importance to tl1e people of England, would, as we have 
before so repeatedly shewn, be so ruino~s to us ; and we therefore humbly but 
earnestly pray, that taki~g into Your Majesty's gracious consideration the 
rights and interests of the inhabitants of this Colony, You will grant no further 
privileges in this respect to the Subjects of His Imperiai Majesty . 

• 

A. SHEA, 

Speaker~ 

House ot Assembly, l 
28th February, 1856. S 

.flP PEND IX, No. 11. 

(ooP.T .. .] 
JOURNAL 

Of Proceedings of Mr. Henry Knight, while employed at Cape John in the 
Protection of the Fisheries, between 9th July, and 13th (Jj .fl.ugust, 1855. 

July 9th.-Arrived at Cape John, put up my Camp at Mad Rock Cove . 
found th~ French very busily engaged with the fish-spoke several boats, told 
them my business, and the extent of my authority. Remained at the limit all 
J)ight--fish plenty. ~ 

, 

' 
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Tuesday, IOth.-Frertchmen began 'vork at sunrise; liai1led about 20,000 
fish for 300 1nen, asked them what fish hey had on shore, told me rather m~re 
than last summer for the time; at 9 p.m. Frenchmen stowed away. Remained 
on the ground all night. 

Wednesday, llth.-Frencli commenced to liaul at 6 a.m.; hauled this day 
6000 fish for 33 men at the li1nit, 3 seines, and 9 Batteaux : stowed away for 
the night. Remained at the limit all night. 

~hursday, 12th.-Commenced work at 4 a.m. Frenchmen hauled 9000 
fish for 4 seines and 68 men-we<1;ther very fine-Frenchmen all anxious to hear 
from Sebastopol. Remained at the limit for the night. 

Friday, 13th.-Frenchmen began \Vork at sun-rise, fish rather scarce; 
.hauled this day at the Cape 10,000 fish for 7 seines-asked one SPine-master 
1how much he hauled up to this time-told me 130,000 fish. Stopped at the 
boundary all night . 

• 

Saturday, 14th.-Frenchmen commenced to haul at 4 a.m.; hauled this 
day at the li1r1it 25,000 fish tor 4 seines and 68 men-at dark stowed away for. 
the night. 

Sunday,, 15th.-At 3 a.m. Frenchmen began work; hauled this morning 
3,000 fish for 4 seines-at 7 a.m. boats all left the limit and went North of the 
Cape ; at 8 a.m. went to n1y Camp to boil kettle for breakfast, returned to the 
boundary at 11 a.m.; found one boat encroaching on the limit-had in his seine 
3,000 fish, took it from him with one Batteaux-turned the l\laster out of her1 

and sent her to Mad Rock Cove, distance 2 miles-complained very much-said 
Frenchman and English~an at Sebastopol 'Yas all alike; told him killing fish 
and killing n1en were different. At noon several boats came to the limit; 

I ' 

hauled this day at the Cape about 12,000 fish for 9 seines-at sun-down stowed 
away for the night ; weather fine. 

Monday, 16th.-Frenchmen commenced at sun-rise to haul-at 6 a.in. my 
men distributed the fish in the French Batteaux to the S~oe Cove fisqermen, 
(about 30 quintals) ; sent the n1en with boat .abo·ut their husines~. This day 

• 
about 14,000 fish takP.n at the limit-at 10 p.m. Fr.enchmen covered for the night 
-stopped in Cape Cove until morning. 

Tuesda1, 17th.-.Nt .4 a.m. French1nen began \vork-fish scarce on the· 
French sioe of the Cape-appear very anxious to pass the limit; took to-day 
according to French account, 6,000 fish for 9 seines and 27 Batteaux; blowing· 
hard with wind S.W. lvith rain. Remained at the Cape all night. 

I • 

' 
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I 1 

Wednesday, ISth.-At 4 a.m., strong· breeze, wind North. Frenchmen 

forced to con1e on the South-side of the Cape for shelter ; at noon spoke Seine-:­

master from Packet Harbor, told me .the Caplin was gone at Packet-was but 
10 days on the shore-had but 40~000 fish for th·eir ship with 70 men ; thank me 
to shew him the English bounds-at sun-down wind moderate. Remai.qed at 
t]1e limit with Frenchmen all night. 

· Thursday, 19th.-At sun-rise Frenchmen commenced work-hauled no fish 
at the limit this mor11ing-very anxious to pass the boundary-forced to threaten 
the1n at noon ; one boat hauled at the point of the Cape 4,000 fish-heavy rain 
with fog ; at 7 p. m. wind North, blowing a gale, forced to run for Shoe Cove 
in company with 37 French boats. Remained all night. 

Friday, 20th.-At 6 a.m., left Shoe Cove in company with the Frencl1 . 
boats, got as far as Mansfield Bite, forced to remain at ·anchor all day, too 
much sea for hauling ; at sun-down wind more moderate-remained with the 
Fre11ch in Mansfield Bite all night. 

Saturday, 2lst.-At day- light Frenchmen left Mansfield Cove for the Cape, 
sea not so high-at 7 a.m., began to haul, took this day from .the Cape 18,000 
fish for 9 seines and 27 Batteaux-caplin getting scarce; at 9 p.m., fisher1nett 

Jay down for the night. Made my boat fast to stern of French seine boat for 
the night . . 

. . 
Sunday, 22nd.-At 4am, French began \Vork; strong wind from the West 

-hauled this day at theCape 22,000 fish-at noon one Seine-master belonging to 
PiacketHarbor came and asked me ~f I could help him to some provisions,as tl1ey 
\Vere short and could 11ot get home, distance 22 miles ; gave him some bread, 
and molasses, porl{, and run1. Asked him what fish they had, told ine 100,000 
fish ~or two vessels and 85 men ; said they \Vere but fif.teen days in the country, 
found great difficulty in leaving France for want of men-said the voyage at 
Fleur de Lauis was bad also. Re,mained at the limit all nigl1t. 

Monday, 23rd.-At sun-rise commenced work, 32 Batteaux at ·the limit this ,, 
morning-hauled thr.ough the day at the Cape and limit 30,000 fish for 9 seine~ 
a11d 168 n1en.. Weather Viery fine-at dark covered for the nigh{-made fast to 
Jrrench boat u11til the morning. 

Tuesday, 24th.-. rt day-light Frenchmen uncovered and b·egan work, one 
boat belo11ging to acl{'.et hauled 3,000 fish-at 8 a.m. spoke French brig 
crossing the C~pe beun<I to the Banks from Lascie---asked him what fisl1 he 

• 

. . 
.. 

• 
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]anded, told me 40,000. At I p.m. 7 seine boats and 9 Batteaux anchored at 
the Cape Point ; no fish, caplin scarce. At 6 p.m. left the Cape for Middle 
Bill Cove-at 7 p.m. strong breeze N ;E. ; left the limit for my Camp. About 
7,000 fish taken at the Cape to-day. 

Wednesday, 25th.-At day-light, rowed to the Cape, found the French 
asleep ; at 4 a.m. commenced to haul, one boat took 2,000 fish, at the limit, 
about 4,000 taken this day for 9 seines-at 6 p.m. gale of wind rose from North 
with heavy rain, 40 boats came in Mansfield Cove for shelter-sea high-no 
caplin at the Cape. Remained in Mansfield Bite for the night. 

Thursday, 26th.-At 3 a.m., left Mansfield Cove for the Cape, in company 
with French boats ; 3 boats belonging to Packet asked liberty to remain to 
split their fish, told them they could do so provided they went close in shore.­
At 5 a.m., three-mast Steamer past the Cape-could not distinguish her fla~, 
distance about four n1iles, took her to be the "Cameleon" of St. Pierre ; about 
2,000 fish taken from the Cape this day for 10 seines-no caplin, wind N.E.; 
at dark went to Mad Rock Cove. 

Friday, 27th.-At S a.m., left Mad Rock Cove and rowed in Mansfield 
Bite-found 28 French Boats at anchor-came there through the night for · 
shelter, wind North. At sun-rise left for their own ground-at 6 a.m., left the 
Cape and tacked further North-at 9 a.m., 26 boats returned to Mansfield Cove, 
wind North, blowing hard, with heavy sea; remained all day-no caplin but 
plenty of herrings. Stopped with the French all night. 

Saturday, 28th.-At sun-rise left Mansfield Cove for the limit; at 8 a.m., 
all the French boats came back, sea too high for hauling-at noon forced to 
run for Shoe Cove Bite, distance 5 miles, in co1npany with 40 French boats. 
Remained .at Shoe Cove all night. 

Sunday, 29th.-At 6 a.m., left the Cove in company with the French boats 
-at 8 a.m., got to Mansfield Cove-sea high ~ Frenchmen asked permission 
to jig fish on the English ground-told them they may jig sufficient to eat, 
thanked me; at 4 a.n1., 18 boats left for Lascie, the rest remained at anchor ; · 
at sun-set put their camps up for the nigh~. I went to Mad Rock Cove-her­
rings very plenty-caplin none. 

• 

Monday, 30th.-At day-light rowed in Ma~sfield Bite ; Frenchmen at 
anchor-at 6 a.m., left for the Cape; one boat hauled 400 fish-at South Bill 
spoke Seine-Master, told me thnir several catches for Lascie :-ships Angelique, 

• • 

\ 



157 

il.PPENDIX, N o. 11 .. , 

~==========================================================1========== 

3,000 quintals; Triton, 2,600 qtls. ; Francois, 2,300 qtls. ; St. Louis, 2,800 
qtls. ; Jennelies Banks, 400 qtls. Asked him what wages each man in his boat 
11ad for the Summer, said 200f., but himself had 400f., and so much a M.; told 
n1e there were men on their room had but IOOf. for the Summer, and had 3 and 

4 Pickarring. At 4 pm, left for Lascie to land their seines ; returned to Mad 
Rock Cove for the night. 

Tuesday, 3lst.-At 4 am, rowed to the Cape, found hut 6 boats at the 
South Bill ; at 5 a m, hauled but took no fish-at 8 o'clock caplin Seine­
master came and asked me to allow him to look in Mansfield Bite for caplin, 
told him he may do so but take no caplin ; said he only \vanted to ascertain if 
the bait was all gone before he left for home. At 10 a m, returned, told me 
there was none to be seen, left for Lascie-no fish taken for the day. 

August, lst.-At 4 am, rowed to the limit, found but 2 seines at the Cape 
and 6 Batteaux ; hauled no fish for the day-at 4 pm, Frenchmen all left the 
Cape for Lascie. At dark returned to my Camp in Mad Rock Cove. 

Thursday, 2nd.-Rowed to the Cape at 6 a m-saw no French boats, 
until 7 am, 9 Batteaux came to Middle Bill Point and set Bultoes; remained 
at the Cape jigging until 4 p m-hauled their Bultoes and returned to Lascie at 
·dark ; \Vent to my quarters for the night. · 

Friday, 3rd.-At sun-rise rowed to the limit- saw no Frenchmen until 7 . 
am, 3 seines and 9 Batteaux came to the North P oint of the C ape and hauled 
their Bultoes-spoke Seine-Master, told me all the fish "\Vas gone with the 
caplin ; took no fish for the day. At dark \vent to n1y camp-herring plenty. 

S aturday, 4th.-At sun-rise rowed to the li1nit-sa\v no boats until 9 a m, 
8 Batteaux came to the Cape and took from 1,500 fatho1ns of Bultoes about 6 
~f .lintals of fish ; asked one man where all their boats where, told 1ne rnost of 
the hook and line men were sent to Ming's Bay after roo1n tin1ber- told n1e all 

the seines vvere landed- At dark rowed to niy ca1np. 

Sunday, 5th.-At 6 am, rowed to the Cape-no boats came until 8 a in, 
-11 Batteaux came and fished at the Cape at noon, hauled thP.ir Bultoes and 
took 1,300 fish-at 5 p m, left for Lascie. Went to Ragged Rock Cove for 

t ' . h'" ne n1g r. 

l\'Ion<lay, 6th.-At 4 a m, rowed to the Cape-no boats came until 7 a m, 

- 7 .Batteaux can1e arid tq,ok up the Bultoes with 400 fish- at noon left the 

• 
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South Point and went north· of the Cape. At 2· p m, rowed to Mad Rock Cove 
and took down my camp and proceeded to Shoe Cove, the distance from n1y 
camp to the lin1it is 2 miles, from the limit to Shoe Cove is 5 miles. 

Tuesday, 7th.-At day-light despatched the boat and 4 me11 to the Cape­
learned from the fishermen of Shoe Cove they were fishing with he~r.ings the 
last week-fish was scarce, but plenty herrings and good sign of mackeral­
told me their average was about 40 qtls. per man ; at dark boat returned. Sa'v 
but two boats at the Cape for the day. 

Wednesday, Sth.-At daylight despatched the boat and crew to Cape, fear­
ing the F1·enchmen may put their Bultoes on our side of the limit-at dark the 
boat returned-reported but 4, Batteaux at the limit for the day; took .from 
1,000 fathoms of line 600 fish. · 

Thursday, 9th.-At 4 am, started the· boat for the Cape.;_at 8 am, 5 boats 
caine to the limit and hauled Bultoes, took 300 fish-at dark the boat returned 

• 
to Shoe Cove. 

Frjday, IOth.-At 4 am, boat went to the Cape-saw but 5 'boats for the 
' 

day-fish very scarce. 

Saturday, llth.-.At day-light ·boat left Shoe Cove for the limit, hut 4 
Batteaux at the Cape; at 8 am, blowing strong breeze from the N.E.--:-hoat 
and 4 French boats took shelter in Mansfield Bite for the day-at dark returned 
to Shoe Cove~ 

Sunday, 12th.-Boat remained at Shoe Cove all day. 

Monday, 13th.-Sent the boat and cre\v to the Cape· ; at 6 pin, .returned · 
-saw no boat for the day. Sea very high. 

Perhaps it is worthy of remark, that previ.ous to Protection on the French 
Shore there were but 3 or 4 Bankers~ from a]l the harbours bet'~veen Carpoone 
and Cape St. John; this Summer there are 11 vessels which choose the Banks 
in preference to the Shore Fishery, in consequence of the Protection at Cape 
John, a11d I might also add, Belle Isle, for there has been no fish caught there 
this Suinmer by the French. There are 2 vessels less at Lascie· this season, 
and those 2 are on the Banks. ., 

(Signed) HENR'Y KNIGH'f. 

I 

.. 
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11.PPENDIX, No. 12. 

DESPATCHES 
-Jl.nd otlier Documerits relative to the better Cii1ring and Pacl~ing of Herring 

for Exportation from this Island to Fo 1reign Markets. 

[COPY.) 
Government House, 

St. John's, 31st August, 1855. 
SIR,-

ln the recent Session of· tl1e Legislature a sum of £500 'vas placed at 
the disposal of the Local Government, for the purpose of taking measures for 
encouraging improvement in th~ mode of curing and packing Herring, which as 
at present practised in Newfoundland is so inferior to that in use by other. Her­
ring exporting Countries as to place our }produce o.f this descrip~ion at a great 
disadvantage in the principal markets to wl1ich it is consigned. 

2-lt is considered that the most effectual step for meeting the views of 
the Legislature i11 this respect, would probably be to obtain from Scotland or 
Holland the services of a few persons well skilled in the preparation of Herring. 
It is proposed that their passage to this country sl1ould be provided for in the 
first instance at the public expense. The arrangement for their subsequent em­
ployment in the Colony in the manner most conducive to the object in view, 
would necessarily depend upon the readiness or otherwise witl1 which individu· 
als engaged in the Herring Fishery might be found disposed to enter into ar­
rangement with thern, as well as upon . the terms for which they themselves 
might be inclined to stipulate. 

3.-Bef ore taking a11y positive steps for this purpose, my Government i~ 
'lesirous of obtaining inforn1ation and a from quarters 'vhere · practical 
exilerience and acquaintance with the question exist, and as it is understood that 
ir east1res of a very sin1ilar nature for improving the cure of Scotch Herrings 
l)~· tl1e introduction of I-Ierring Curers from IIolland \Vere at one time taken b ·r 

tl1e Commissio11ers of British Fisheries, I have to request, should you see no 
objectio1 to sucl1 a course, that the Com1nissioners may he asked to favor thi 
(;overn1nent 'vith any advice upon the subject, that their experie11ce may enable 
tliem to offer, as ,vcll as vvi th any information which they may either possess, or 
:roay have it in their power readily to procure, as to the tern1s upo11 \vhich · . 
persons ada1lted to the purposes I have explained, '\iVould be induced to ren10Yc 

• 
i-rom Scotland ai1d !]olland to this Colony . 

• 

• 
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4.-It a permanent settlement in the Colony should enter into the vie\vs of .. 
such persons, small grants of Land in situations eligible for Agricultural pur-
poses, or for the pursuit of their occupation as Curers of fish, might be super­
added to other advantages. I have however reason to believe, th.at there would 
be no difficulty in obtaining profitable engagements for them immediately upon 
their landing, and at any rate the Government would be prepared upon ascer­
taining what their views and expectations may be, to guarantee them against all 
loss or injury, as the result of their emigration from their native country, until 
they should, either as their own free act, or as the result of some specified 

JO· 

condition of their engagement, have established themselves independently 01~ 

their own account. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) C.H. DARLING. 

The Right Honorable Sir 'Villiam Molesworth, Bart., M.P., 
&c., &c., &c. 

[COPY.] 
Do\vning Street, 

22nd November, 1855. 
SIR,-

, 

1 , have to acknowledge your Despatch No. 47 of the 31st of August,, 
respecting the grant of five hundred pounds made by the Legislature of N eYr-· 
founciland for encouraging in1provement in the mode of curing and packing 

Herrings. 

I transmit here\vith for your inf 01~mation the copy of a letter from the 
Board of Fisheries, Edinburgh, conveying such suggestions as the lin1ited 
information at th~ com1nand of the Commissioners, respecting the Newfoundland 
HerringFishery, have enabled them to offer on the subject. 

I have, &c., 

Governor Darling, &c., &c., &c . 

. [ C OF'Y]. 

SIR,--

(Signed) H. LABOUCIIERE .. 

Board of Fisheries, 
Edinburgh, 12th November, 1855. 

., 

Ilaving laid before the Board of Fisheries your letter of the 6th ult., 

together 'vi th its enclosure, copy of a Despatch from the Governor of ~ e'Y-



,. 
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foundland; rPquesting the advice and assistance of the Board as to the mea~ures 

to he tal{en for improving the present mode of curing and packing Herring in 

that Colony. l 

• 
I am directed to state that the Board of Fisheries being unacquainted witl1 

the manner in which the N e\vfoundland Herring Fishery is carried on, whether 
by decked vessels in the open sea, or by open boats from the shore; or partly· 
by both, what l{ind of nets are in use, the general ·accommodation for curing, 
thP- facility for obtaining barrels and salt, the nature of the coast, the time of 
appeara11ce of the Herrings and character of the Fish, and the command of 
labour to man the boats and carry on the curing operations feel great· difficulty 

in suggesting a~y measures for the improvement of the Fisl1ery. 

In the meantime they enclose six copies of a Treatise, containing '' direc­

tions for taking and curing Herrings'' by Sir Thomas D .ick Lander, Bart., 
the late Secretary of the Board, the circulation of which has been found 
extremely useful in Scotland, and which may also be of service in Newfound­

la11d. 

The Scotch Herring Trade is at present so very flourishing, and persons 
find such readyemployment in it at good wages, that the mo1nent isunfavourable 

to expect them to emigrate for the purpose of embarking in the doubtful ad­
venture of the Newfoundland Fishery, which indeed may he so different fron1 
what they have been so used to, and require a systern <>f cure so little like· '\vhat 
they have been accustomed to perform, that the Board are disposed rather to 
~ccon1mend the Colonial Legislature, as a first step, to send so1ne superior per­
son, thoroughly conversant with the practical details, arrangements, and re­
sources ot the Newfoundland Fishery and the c~asts \vhern it is carried on, to 

vi~it and inspect the Dutch, Scotch, anfl English Herring Fisheries, that he 

might see them all in operation, when he would be able to judge what parts of 

t11eir respective systems would be applicable to at ·of N e\\1foundland, and 

could be introduced with advantage there, \vhile s an emissary from the Local 
Government, he could represent and explain i•s offers to any· parties he might 
think fit to be removed to Newfoundland, and mak~e the necessary engagements 
with them. 

. • I 

In this view such a person should reach England by the n1onth of April, he 
wo.uld then during May see the early Yarmouth Ilerring F'ishery in England, 

and the early Rtornow_ay Herring Jt1shery in Scotland, and in the succeeding 

. ~onUis th~ great Herring Fishery, when he \\ould fall in wit.h the Duich Bosses 
, 

• 
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fishing off the coast of Scotland, and the fleet of French Herring Vessels fisli­
ihg there, he \Vould then close \Vitl1 the Yarmouth Herring Fishery again in 
September. 

• 

I am to state that should tliis suggestion meet the· approval of the Local 
Government, the Board of Fisheries would be happy to render the person so 
appointed all the aid on his 1nission in their power. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

John Hall, Esq., &c., &c. 

Messrs. Laurence O'Brien & Co.t 
St. John's, Newfoundland. 

bE:A-R SIRS,- . 

·F. B. PRIMROSE, 
Secretary. 

London, 2nd October, 1855. 

We had the ple.asure by the Mail on the 28th ultimo, and we avail of 
thjs opportunity in the hope ot our letter reaching earlier than by the next 
Steamer, to transmit extracts of two letters from our Corresponaents at 
v ·armouth and' Rotterdam, in r~ply to our enquiry on your behalf for men con­
versant w~th the l.lerring Fishery. 

s: 

You will perceive nothing can be done in Holland, but at Yarmouth WP. are 
likely to succeed if the remuneration you are disposed to give be sufficiently 
tempting to induce the men to leave their employment at home. 

We shall be glad of your reply giving us every particular1 as it is evident 
the class of men requisit~ for your object, will not listen to any promises about 
liberal pay, but requi re so1nething definite to be stated before entering upon an 

agreement. 

[coPY]. 

Believe us to be, dear Sirs; 

Your most obedient Servants, 

l\IALIIUISH, SONS & Co. 

Great Yarmouth, 20th September, 1855. 

Messrs. M·alhuish, Sons & Co., I~ondon. 

I beg to a ckno\vledgc the receipt of your favor of the 27th, and should be 

most happy to facilitate your views. As regards obtaining men conversant with . 



.. 
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curing Her.rings to go out to Newfoundland, there will be no difficulty in doing 
so, if you 'viii only give me the particulars as to their wages, passage-moneyj 
&c. I presume you would require men of general knowledge _of the Fishery. 
'You are aware Herrings are salted on board the boats, which in some degree 
·is a part of the curing-after being landed they pass into the hands of another 
class of men, who have to man~ge them on the floor for further salting, as may 
be required for different Markets, and then hang them for smoking and drying 
accordingly. Most of the men are now employed, the fishery being at its height, 
but at the close of the voyage, such men n1ight be easily obtained. If you 
write me further on the subject, I will do my best in carrying out your instruc· 
tions. 

(Signed) MATTHEW BUTCHER • 
• 

Extract of a letter from Messrs . .Mees~ Moens. 

Rotterdam, 29tli September, 1855. 

We are in receipt of your esteemed favor of 25th inst., and in reply we· 
beg to say that we fear it will be difficult to find eight or te11 men, who under ... 
stood the art of curing Herrings· disposed to go to Newfoundland and settle 
there. Most of our Fishern1en are married, and having never been out of the 
.N.ortl1 Sea, do not feel inclined to try their fortune far from home.· Besides this 
the laws of this country on the Fishers, forbid them on a heavy penalty to en­
gage in Foreign fisheries, and the same law imposes a penalty of about £200 
\vith a year's i1nprison1nent, on every one who directly or indirectly endeavours 
to persuade any natives of this country to engage in Foreign Herring Fishery. 

[COPY.] 
Govern1nent House, 

St. John's, Newfoundland, September 12th, 1855. 
SIR,-

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has recently put me in pos· 
session of a comm~nication from Mr. G. P. R. James, Her Majesty's Consul 
at. Norfolk, in Virginia, in . which that gentleman has called attention to the 
disadvantages to which cured Herrings i1nported from Nova Scotia are subject 
in certain markets of the Southern States, from an imperfection in the n1ode of 
curing and packing, which appears to be such as completely to counterbalance 
tl1e adn1itted superiority both as to the size and quality of the fish itself over 
the fish of tl1e United States catch with which it is brought into con1petition in 

the markets ref erred to . 



t 
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The subject is one of much interest to the inhabitants of ·Newfoundland, 
as a large proportion of the Herrings whi~h find their way into the Southern 
markets in the character of NovaScotia produce, being in fact caught upon the 
coasts of this Island and exported in the first instance to Nova Scotia. 

The inferiority of our cure is a fact which had latterly become sufficiently 
manifest in the ordinary course of comn1ercial transactions, and the attention of 
the Local Government is now earnestly given to the attempt to stimulate and 
encourage improvement in this branch of our exports, which was formerly of 
great value and which there seems no good reason to doubt, may by due atten­
tion and care, be restored to its original importance. 

With this view, a sum of money was voted during the recen~ Session of the 
Legislature for the purpose of obtaining from Scotland and ~olland the services 
of a few persons practically skilled in the best modes of curing and preparing 

• 
the Herring for Foreign markets ; and as the first step towards the accomplish-.. 
ment of that object, I have requested the good offices of the Secretary of State 
in obtaining f ro.m the Commissioners of British Fisheries such assistance in this 
particular, and information on the subject generally, as it may be in their power 
to afford. 

It.appears, however, that there is some diversity in the mode of preparation 
and packing which is best calculated to secure favor, even in the various 
markets of the United States; that in so1ne p1aces, for example, the Herring is 
preferred without either heads or tails, while in others the opposite system of 
preparation is essential to secure its acceptance. 

We consider that it would be of great importance to this branch of our 
trade under the prospects of a freer commercial intercourse with the United 
States, which are now opening, to have accurate information on this su~ject, 
and I trust that your Excellency will not consider that I am imposing undue · 
trouble upon you personally, or asking that which is incompatible with the 
character of your ·high office, if I request the exercia:;e of your influence with 
Her Majesty's Consuls and Vice-Consuls at the Ports of the United States, to 
induce their communication of such cletails, in respect to the peculiar require­
ments of the several markets with which they are acquainted, as rnay enable 
our curers and exporters of Herring to prepare and put up the article 
accordingly. 

As the mode which will entail the least trouble upon yourself, I suggest 
.. 

• 
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that any communication these gentlemen may be pleased to make upon the sub-
ject should be addressed directly to this Government. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. H. DARLING, 
Governor. 

His Excellency J~ F. Crampton, Esq., 
Her Britdnnic Majesty's Minister, Washington. 

SIR,-

H. ~· M's Consulate, Philadelphia, U. S . ; 
October 26th, 1855-

In pursuance of instructions, addressed to me by yesterday's Mail, 
from H; M's Minister at Washington, I beg to enclose a letter from a very 
respectable Merchant in this city, on th~ best mode of curing and packing 
.. He~rings for the Philadelphia market. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEO. B. MATTHEWS. 

His ExceIJency the Governor and Commander-in-Chief; 
&c., &c., Newfoundland. 

• me<> 

Philadelphia, 
October 25th, 1855. 

G. B. l\'l attl1ews, Esq., British Consul, 

• DEAR SIR,-
I have your note of yesterday e11quiri11g ~bout Herrings, how they 

should be packed for this marl{et, &c. 

• 

The heads and tails should not be taken off, but they should be gibbed, 
that is, the throat should be cut, and the entrails drawn out leaving tl1e roe in. 
-They should ~e well. struck \Yith salt, \vhile they are fresh from the water, 
before they become· staie. They should be pack.ed by hand, edgewise, close; 
in barrels with coarse salt, ancl the barrel then be filled vvith pick.le, made fron1 
sea-water. Tw·o l1undred pounds should be put in each barrel. 

The quantity of Mackarel caught this season will be unusually small, and . 

• 

, 
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l{enrings will be in demand at good prices.· If your correspondent at New~ 
foundland is disposed to ship to this market, I shall be glad to# receive consign·· 
ments. 

(COPY]. ' 

SIR,-

I am, respectfully yours, 
( I 

(Signed) HENRY WINSO}\. 
l ' ' • • J 'f# 

Her B!i_ta~njc Majesty's Consulate, New York, 
November 1st, 1855. 

1 have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter, dated the 13th 
It \ • • ,.... \ • 

ultimo, addressed to me by Mr. Crampton, Her Majesty's Minister l!.~ W,ash1ng-
t~n, desiring me to transmi~ dir~C?t to you a·ny, information I might be able to 

• .. c 't "' . . 

. procure re~pecting the particular r~quirements of the. mar~ets within my juris-
; ; l ' • .Ill 4 ' 

.dic.tion, in regard to the preparatiop and ~acking of Herrings in.order to render 
It' r J • -· ., 

them acceptable. 

I have received minute answers from t~o of the most prominent fish-deal· 
ing firms in New York, Messrs. A. Woodruff & Robinson, and Messrs. Lewis 
& Browp, i~. reP.l~. to ~nqujries wpich I adpressed to them on the subjectj 
copies of which answer~ . I . h~rewi~h transmit to xou, hopi~g they \viii prove 
acceptable~ 

·I am, &c., 

(Signed) ANTHONY BARCLAY. 
• 

His Excellency the Governor of N e\vfoundland, 
St. John's, Ne\vfoundland. 

' 

·rcoPY]. 
( 

Washington, October 13th, 1~55. 
SIR,-

The attention of the Government of.Newfoundland has been called by 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to the disadvantage to which llerrings 
cured in that Island, and imported frorr1 .Nova Scotia, are suhj~ct in certain 
~1atkets of the United States, from an imperfection in the mode of curing an~ 
packing, 'vhich appears to be such as to counterbalance in a great degree the 
admitted s~periority both as to ·size and quality of the fish itself over the fish of 
the ·united States catch, 'vi th which it is brought into compet~tion in the mar< 
kets referred to. 

• 

.. 
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It would seem that tllece is some diVier.sity in the mode of p eparation and 
packing wbich is best calculated to secure favor in the various markets of the 
·united States ; in some places for instance the Herring is preferred without 

either heads or tails ; while in others the opposite system of preparation is es­
sential to secure its acceptance. 

I am further informed by the Governor of Newfoundland, that it \VOuld be 
of considerable advantage to the curers and expo ter.s of' )Herring in that Island 
to learn the particular requiremPnts of the rnarkets within your jurisdiction with 
\vhich you are acquainted, in order that they may in futl;Ji:e be enabled to pre­
pare and put up Herrings in such· rnanner as may render then1 acceptable there; 
and I would therefore request you to transmit direct to the Governor of New~ 
foundland any informatiol) of the nature above ref erred to which you may be 
able to procure. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

Anthony Barclay, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
New York. · 

.. 

SIR,-

JOHN. F. CRA.MPTON: 

New York, October 24th, 1855 . 

. 
In reply to your note requesting information, in relation to Salt Her-4 

ring, and other kinds of fish, 've would say-

Herring are most sal~able in this market, when put up with heads and tailtJ 
on, the roe left in, and the Herring gipped, that is, the entrails, and gills dra\vn, 
without splitting, or cutting down the belly. At certain seasons of the year 
"vl1en there are no roe in the Herri11g, put them up gipped, in the same manner 

a ~ described above. 

. All otl1er kinds of fish, split on the back except Alewiv~s, which .requ_ire t<J 

bf, p~ckecl whole, just as they are caught. 

In. tl1e wint ,,r season, there are a good many IIerring packed whole, '\vith­

out gipping, or. dra,v.ing the entrails. The consequence is that as soon as the 
'"reather gets a .. little warm, they are apt to become tender on the bellies, and 
this spoils the sale. IIerring put up with heads and tails off, or trimmed, are 
iri reality worth more when packed this \vay, hut they are not so saleable, and 
it is not advisable to put them up in this manner. Tl1ere is only a certain kind 
of trade to ta~e them, \vhich is very small, and 11ot to be depended upo11; In 

.. 
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all Herring put up for the market, particular attention should he· paid to 
quality : an inferior article is very unsaleable here, while a prime article witll 
always sell. 

Good Herring are now worth 4 dols. per barrel. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

(Signed) A. WOODRUFF & ROBINSON. 

Anthony Barclay, Esq., &c., &c., &c., 
\ 

{COPY.] 

SIR,-

New York. 

New York, October 2 ·itth, 1855. 

Herring ought to be packea in barrels of .200lbs., good cooperage, 
heads and tails on and roes in-are worth 4dols. per barrel ; Mackarel, heads 
off and in barrels of .2001bs. and half-barrels of JOOlbs. in good demand $Lt 

20 dols. No. I., 8! dols. No. 2., 5 dols. for No. 3., always saleable. 

Your's respectfully, 

(Signed) A. A. LEWIS, 

Ot the Firm of Lewis &. Brown. 

Anthony Barclay, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
New York. 

(COPY.] 

SIR,----

• 

British Consulate, New Orleans, 
November 15th, 1855. 

1 have received a Despatch from Mr. Cramp~on, making an enquiry 
suggested by your Excellency, regarding New Orleans as a market for Ne\v­
iounaland IIerrings. 

The consu1nption of Ilerrings in New Orleans, has always been very limit­
ed, o\ving in a great degree to the Planters thinking that their use amongst 

egrocs predisposes them to Cholera, a disease unusually fatal with that race. 

The kind of fish in general use in this part of the United States, are 
Mackarel and dried Cod; both descriptions· are b1·ought almost entirely fron1 
Boston. Herring are chiefly brought fron1 the Chesapeake Bay, and are con­

sidered more delicate than those of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. Fro1n 
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ca.ref ul enquiry I should estimate that the importation has never exceeded SOO 
bai:reis per ~nnu1n, and dealers in fish assure me that last year, the number of 
barrels imported amounted to but 500 barrels. 

The .price obtained is usually about 4! dols. per barrel, and with regard 
to the system of preparation the entire fish, viz. witl1 heads and tails, are most 
saleable. . 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

~is ,~x~ellency Cl1arles H. Dar.ling, 
&c., &c., &c. 

JOHN MURE, • 

H. B. M. Acting Consul. 

• 

. British Consulate, Baltimore, 
26th November, 1855. 

SIR,-

' 

Her Majesty's Minister at Washington having informed me that jn 
so:rite of ~the ma.ckets of .th.e United States complai11ts were prevalent respecting 
t~eft i{;llpcrfect mode. of curing and packing Herrings in the Island of Newfound­
land, which, in fact, appeared .to be such as to counterbalance in a great degree . 
the admitted .super.iority both as to size and quality of the fish itself over the 
·fish of. the l:Jnited States catch with \vhich it is brought into con1petition in the 
markets referred to; I have 1nade enquiry amo~gst the principal im~orters ~r 
cured fish at this port, and no~, by Mr. C1·ampton's desire, I beg leave to 
submit to your Excellency the foil owing points she\ving the result of that 

• enquiry. 

I. All the parties questioned by me agreed in affirming that most of lie 
Herrings received here from the Britisl1 Provinces ~re at all times inore or less 
spoiled, or in a poor condition on arrival, the majority being of opinion that tl1is 
unsatisfactory condition of the fish is mainly attributa.bl~ to the injudicious mode 
·of curing then1 adopted, as they have been informed, in Newfoundland.~ 
Several of these merch:ants, however., \vent further, declaring that they consider ... 
ed the :f!errings themselves caught in the \Vaters of Britisl1 North America to, 

be inferior in size and quality to those tal{en in tl1e rivers Patapses a11d 
e~esapeake. 

·2. With reference to the injudicio~s process of curing complained of, tl1osc 
~rties inform me that in the British Provinces the 1-Ierrings are salted· in bulk 
witliin ihe holds of the vessels, and that it is impossible, under such circum~ 

I 
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stances, to turn them daily, and as very frequently those vesse]s are detained by 
adverse winds or tempestuous \veather, the fish, on arrival, are in most instances 
found to be in a very poor condition. According to their statement, their 
system of curing the l.lerrings taken in their own rivers consists in the fish 
being thrown into moderately sized vats immediately on their capture, \Vhere­
upon salt is sprinkled upon them, and they are then frequently turned during 
three days, salt being again app~ie~ to them on every such occasion, and at the 
expiration of those three days they are at once packed in barrels . 

• 

3. As· regards the particular treatment of the cured Herrings in such 
manner as to insure their acceptance at the different ports of the United States, 
Messrs. Schurtz and Post, the Inspectors of Fish in this city, inform me that it 
may be assumed with tolerable certainty, that at all the ports south of Baiti­
more, the docked Herring, i. e., without head and tail, is preferred, whilst in 
Northern markets, the Herrings are generally preferred entire. At Baltimore, 
they say, many people prefer the Herrings split and cleansed, and a general no­
tion seems to prevail here that the roe of the Newfoundland Herring is unser­
viceable, whilst that of their own is of the finest quality. 

I fear that the information I have the honour to submit to your Excellency 
under the foregoing three points may prove but insufficient ; but it is all that I 
have been enabled to collect. Should your Excellency, however, desire to be 
furnished with further details respecting one or morP. of the points adverted to 
above, I shall use my best endeavours to obtain such additional information for 
immediate transmission to Newfoundland. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GEORGE KEEPER, 
H. M. Consut 

His Excellency the Governor of Newfoundland, 
&c., &c., &c. 

(c OPY]. 
British Consulate, State of Virginia, U. S~, N orfo Ik? 

Dece1nber 17th, 1855. 
SIR,-

Mr. Anthony Barclay, British Consui for the State of New York 1 

having brought to 1ny notice some correspondence 'vhich he has had with yow. 
upon the subject of the trimming and cure' of Herring for the Inarkets of the 
Ur1ited States, and · having been the first 1nyself, I believe, to point out to the . 
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... 

Ho.me Government ho'\v great a trade might be established between our 
' 

Northern Colonies and the Southern States of the Union in fish, were our 

Colonial fish cured in such .a way as to suit the Southern n1arkets, I take the 
liberty of addressing you on the subject. I do so more particularly as the 
directions for ct1ring, received by Mr. Barclay from the New York dealers and 

• 
suited to that marl{et, \vould render the fish unsaleable in the South. Since 
~y return to Virginia, in order to . be sure that the mode communicated by me 
to many masters o~ vessels from the North was in all respects suited to promote 

the object in view, I have made enquiries of the principal merchants here, in 

Richmond, and in Petersburg, and I subjoin the result. 

A great proportion of the food of the Negroes on plantations consists of 

fish ; but the planters require them to be cured in such a manner as to give the 
greatest portio1~ of nutritive matter in the least bulk. The North Carolina 
mode, which with one sweep of the knife cuts of the head and takes away the 

entrails of the fish, is the ref ore that which alone suits the Southern Market.­

But it is also required that the fish should be so cured that, being perfectly fresh 
\vl1en salted; no deterioration should take place, (or as little as possible) on 

their passage or after their arrival, in a Southern climate. Unfortunately our 
curers have not as yet taken due precautions in this respect ; and I know of 
several instances in which whole cargoes have either been altogether spoiled, 

or placed at a very low grade by the Inspectors of the ports. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract from a letter of one oi the greatest 
merchants in Richmond, upon the necessity of pro1nptly and thoroughly curing 
tJ1e fish ; and I may remark, that on the complaint of the master of a Nova 

Scotia vessel to the effect that the Inspector of Richmond favoured his coun­

trymen of North Carolina by giving a higher brand to their Herring, I went up 
to ~Richmond and compared the fish, 'vl1en I found that I could pass n1y fingers 

through tl1e Colonial fish, \vhile the North Carolina fish were perfectly firm-:­
'fhis proceeding solely from the curing ; the Colonial fish being of an infinitely 

fi.11er q11ality previous to salting. 

I beg to add to the extract from Messrs.Webb's letter in rega1·d to. the salt­
ing of the fish the concluding part of the same letter, which gives som~ account 

c)f tl1e amount required i11 Richmond, and also n1akes an observation in regard 
lo 1'1ackarel, \vhich may de.serve the attention of the Colonists u11der your Gov­

~c.rn1nent. 

I n1ay ad(l that I shall not be in Virginia more than four or five montl1s 
l1c.H1ger ; but any thing I can do during that time to prorr1ote the comn1ercial in-

' 
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terests of the British Colonies in their trade \vith those Southern States, shall 
Jie~er be neglected by 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, &c., &c. 

(Signed) G. P. R. JAME·s, 

Consul. 
To His Excellency C. H. Darling, Esq., 

&c., &c., &c., St. John's. 

l 

Extract from the Letter of Mess1 .. s. Webb ~ Son, dated Richmond, Ytt., 
December. 13th, 1855. 

. . . 
Tliese Her~ings, i. -e., North Carolina herring, are ·cut or trimmed on the 

beach as soon as taken out of the water, while yet alive, ana immediately .Put 
in large hogslieads of Pickle ready to receive them, where th'ey remain ten or 
ttwelve days, and are then packea in bai·rels in Clry salt-therefore it is a1l 
"important tliat the fishermen in the British Provinces should cure anti pac!{ 
'theirs in the same way, as, if put in vessels and carried to distant places to b(e . 
packe<I, they are usually damaged before being put in barrel and soon spoil in 
warm climates. Our market requires annually about 20,000 barreis cut Her­
rings; and, as only about 5000 barrels are received from North Carolina; we 
want some 15,000 barrels from the Provinces. If they are put up properly, c1mt 

herrings bring I dol. to l! dols. per barrel more than the gross or wholle 
herrings. 

This market requires considerable quantities of Nova Sc9tia, No~. 3 
Mackarel, tlie only kind saleable here-they should be put up in Pickle in the 
manner requiretl for the Boston and Ne~ York markets, No. I cut herrings are. 
now worth 5! dols. No. 3 Mackarel (large n1edium size) 51 dols. 

[COPY]. 

I. 

SIR,~ 

Her Majesty's Consulate, Galveston, 
November 20th, 1855. 

With reference to a Despatch I have had the honor to receive fron1 
Her Majesty's Minister at Washington, instructing me to transmit to your E.x­
·cellency such information as I could acquire relative to the modes· of cur]ng 

Herring and the requirements of this market necessary to secure its acceptance,, 

I hav:e to state, that~ at the ports within my Consular jurisdiction there is but a 

I 
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limited demand for this fish, and that such as are imported have been CUl'Cd and 
packed at Lubec or Mount Desert, Maine. To make a con1parison, therefore_, 

bet\\·een the Herrings cured in Ne,vfoundland, of which I have no sample, and 
those cured in the United States, is not in my power. A knowledge of the 
method adopted by the curers in Newfoundland would be necess~ry for m·e to 
point olit nny peculiarity, should sucl1 exist, which might be considered an im­
perf eetion. 

The Herring to which I have alluded as imparited from Maine, .are.in ~ize 
and flavor eq~al to those on the coast of Great Brritain, and appear to have been 
cured in a similar manner. They are packed in small boxes and the head and 
tail 0£ tl1e fish are retained . 

• 

With lhe regret that 'the markets in this state do not fiermit me to trans­
mit more particular information on tllis subject, 

I :have, &c., 

. 
ff. B. M. Consol. 

His Excellency the Governor of N ewtoundland, 
&c~ &c., &c . . 

• 

[COPY.) 
Do,vning Street, 

' 
13th December, 1855. 

SIR,,~ 

With reference to my Despatch No. 3~ of the 22nd Novernber, I 
transmit$to you ·ihe ·copy of a letter, with its enclosures, from the J.?oreign Office 
containing ·inforrnation relative to the most appr.oved method .of curing fish, 
which in con-sequence of your application to the British Minister at Washington, 
has been·utitaine<l from Her Majesty's Minister at the Hague. Tlie suggestion 
of Her. Majesty~s Consul at A»nsterdam lvith respect ta engagi11g · the seiiwices . . 
of some Dutch ~fisher.men for the purpose of introducing tl1eir art Qf c-uri-ng 

l • 

herrings into the B:r. .. itish Possessions deserves your consideratiqn . 
• 

l1 l1ave, &c., 

Gov~or·. Da.rJing, ·&c., &c., &c. 
I 

(Signed) II. LABO UCllERE. 

• 
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Foreign Office, 
December 5th, 1855. 

.. . 

I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint you, that in con., 
sequence of an application having been made to Her ~ajesty's Minister at 
W ashingto11 by the Governor of Newfoundland, for information respecting the 
method of curing herrings in the United States, Lord Clarendon instructed Her 
Majesty's Minister at the Hague to forward to this office such information as he 
could obtain upon this subject in Holland. 

.. 

(Signed) WOODHOUSE& 

H erman Merivale, Esq., &c., &c. 

[COPY]. 
The Hague, 23rd N ovemher, 18556 

MY LORD,-

1 have the honor f o acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
D espatch, enclosing a copy of a letter from the Colonial Government of New­
f oundland to Iler Majesty's Minister in the United States of An1erica, on the 
subject of the best 1node of curing Herrings as employed in this country. 

I have in consequence addre~sed instructions upon this question to Her 
Majesty's Consuls at Amsterdam and Rott~rdam, copies of which I herewith 
enclose, · together with the replies which I hav~ received from those gen~lemenr. 

I have, &c., · 

(Signed) 

The Earl of Clarendon, & c., &c., &c~ 

R , ABERCROMBY. 

• 

• 

' 

t 
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[coPY.] 

SIR,-
'fihe Hague, November 19th and 20th, 1855. 

. 
I herewith transmit to you the copy of a Despatch addressed by the 

Colonial Government of Newf~undland to Her Majesty's Minister at Washing­
ton on the subject of the best mode of curing fish, particularly that employed 
for that branch of industry in this country . 

. 
Her Majesty's Government are desirous of obtaining upon this subject the 

n1ost detailed and correct information that can be procured, and I have in con­
sequence to direct your careful attention to the subject which the Colonial Go­
vernment of Newfoundland have in view, as explained in the accompanying 
Despatch, and to request that you will with as little delay as is compatible with 
the full collection of the information required, report to me for the information . 
of Her Majesty's Government the details respecting the most approved system 
of curing fish pursued at Rotterdam, Amsterdam, and at such other places as 
exist for that purpose within the jurisdiction ~f H. B. M. Consulate at that 
port. • 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) R. ABERCROMBY. 
.R . F. Turing, Esq, 

H. M. Vice-Consul, Rotterdam. 
J ames Annerlay, Esq., 

H. M. Consul, Amsterdam. 

[COPY.] 

SIR,-
Rotterdam, November 19th, 1855. 

• 
I have the. honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's 

:Despatch of the 17th inst., transmitting copy of a Despatch addressed by the 
Colonial Government of Newfoundland to Her Majesty's Minister at Washing­
ton, on the subject of the best mode of curing Herrings, and desiring me to di­
rect my attention to the object which the Colonial qovernment of Newfoundland 
have in vie,v, and to report to your Excellency full infotmation respecting the 
~ysten1 of cu~·ing Herrings adopted in this country. 

I have taken the necessary steps to obtain, if possible, the required infor~ 

• 
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mation, but I may be permitted to state that the most jealous secrecy is observ­
ed in this country on tile subject of the system of curing, &c . 

· I beg to return the copy of the Despatch above named, and have, &c., 

(Signed) R. F TURING. 
Sir R. Abercromby, &c., &c. 

(eOPY) 
, Amsterdam, November 21th, 1855. 

SIR,-
1 have the honor to acknowledge t.he receipt of ifOUr Excellency's 

Despatch of yesterday's date, enclosing cop!)' of a Despatch froqi the Gov.-ernor 
of Newfoundland to Her Majesty's Minister in the ·United States, upon the 
subject of the Fisheries . 

In compliance with your directions, I shall endeavour to obtain all the in­
formation I can upon the mode of curing and preparing the Herring of this 
country, and forthwith report it to your Excellency, I take it for granted that 
the fish alluded to by you must be cured Herrings, and not the smoked or salted 
fish, of which considerable quantities are exported to Foreign Countries. 

If I am not mistaken there exists a strict secret as to the manner in which 
these Herrings are cured, and the operation taking place at sea, I have heard 
that the fishermen employed in the necessary preparations are solemnly sworn 

• 
not to divulge the secret, I shall make ho\vever minute enquiry into these cir-
cu1nstances, and hope in a few days to lay the result be1ore your Exc~llency. 

I have the honor to return the copy of the Governor's letter to Mr. C1·arn1)­

ton, having taken a copy of it, \Vhich, with your permission, I will place among 

my archives. 

(c OPY) 

l\fY LORD,-

I have, &c . • (Signed) J.t\MES ANNERLA Y. 

The llague, Noven1ber 29th, 1855. 
~ 

I have the honor to transn1it herewith,for your Lordship's information, 
copy of a despatch which I have received fi·o1n lier l\1ajcsty's Consul at Am­
sterdam with reference to the mode e1nployed in this country of curing 

. 
crr1ngs. 

am as yet 'vithout any positive information on this subject fro1n Iler Ma-

.. 
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jesty's €onsul at Rotterdam, but as soon as I receive his report, I will immedi-
a tely forward it to your I .. ordship. , 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

The Eatl of Clarendon, &c., &c., &c. 

7 

R. ABERCROMBY. 

·SIR, ...... • Amsterdam, November 24th, 1855 . 
• 

With reference to your ltrxcellency's Despatch of the 20th inst.; in 
which yott are pleased t~ direct me to f orwar.d to you f oi: the information of 
Her Majesty•s Government, a report upon the most approved method of curing 

) 

fish at Amsterda~ and other places within its jurisdiction, I hav.e the lionor to 
state that I have endeavoured to collect all the information I could upon this 
subject, and have consulted several persons whose position enables them to form .. 
a correct judgment, and I now venture to lay before you the result of my 

I find that in :the month of May, 1854, a committee appointed by the· Dutch 
Government had several meetings for the purpose of enquiring into and ameli­
orating the declining state of the Dutcl1 Fisheries, and a report was drawn up 
by them, but as· neither your Excelle~cy's Despatch nor that of the Governor 
of N ewf oundlnnd refers to a statistical report of the fisheries here, I shall con .. 
fine my observations to the mode adopted in the curing !)f fish in this country, . 
the· main object apparently in view. 

In the first instance I b~g to state that the proportion borne by North Hol­
land in carrying on the trade in Herrings is very small in comparison with that 
of South Holland, the mark~ts for the rnost part including An1sterdam being 
supplied by the Port of Vloardingen, to which t~e ·great · majority of the boats . 
belong. In .a former communication to your Excellency, I stated that it was 
the general .~mpression that the mode of preparing Herrings for the Dutch mar- . 
liet was a secret. I now find that I have fallen into the common er.ror, and 
there :is neit>her mystery nor secrecy in the matte~. The pr.incipal art seems to 
be in the ~trot'lhat each fish is killed and not left to die from exhaustion, and 
i1nmediately p~epared., anly a s~nall quantity being taken at a time, p r.ef erence 
is given !to fisb caught in deep wa~ers over those taken near the shore. The ex­
act proportjon of salt made use of is difficult to ascertain, and upon this per-

1 • 

haps much may depend, but one fact is woi;thy of notice, that the best kind, in., 
deed tbe only ;ltind of salt made ·use ot by the fishermen and curers, is the St. 
Ubes' Salt. 

f • 
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The process takes place at sea when the Herrings are cured whole ; and 
then packed in a peculiar way, subsequently delivered to the Venders just as 
they left the boat. 

I have endeavoured to a~certain more ample details on this subject, but 
• 

rests convinced that little is to be added to the simple facts I have had the hono~ 
to state. 

• 

The decided superiority of the Dutch cured Herrings over the British or 
Scotch, must arise from the peculiar knack of the Dutch fishermen, whose art 
may be but imperfectly known elsewhere, end I trust I may be pardoned iu 
venturing to suggest that if a few of those curers could be induced to serve in 
the British Possessions, and their mode of curing adopted, the disparity in the 
quality of the prepared fish might soon cease to exist. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES ANNERLAY. 
His Excellency Sir R. Abercromby, &c., &c . 

• 

(COPY.] 
Do\vning Street, 

SIR,-
14th J anuaty·, 1856. 

With reference to my Despatch, No. 11, of the 13th ultimo! l transmit 
to you the copy of a further letter from the Foreign Office, enclosing a Report 
from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Rotterdam, detailing the mode of curing 
and packing Herrings in Holland. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 

Governor Darling, &c., &c., &c. 
Newfoundland. 

SIR,-

Foreign Office, 
January 10th, 1856. 

With reference to my letter of the 5th ultimo, I am· directed by the 
Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you to he laid before Mr. Secretary Labou­
chere, a copy of a further Despatch from H. M. Minister at the Hague, . ' 

enclosing copies of a letter and report from H. M. Vice-Consul at Rotterdam, 
relative to the process by which Herrings are cured in Holland. 

I am, &c. , 
(Signed) WOODHOUSE~ 

Her1nan Merivale, Esq. ; &c., &c. 
... 
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(coPY) 
The Hague, 28th December, 1855. 

MY LORD,- • 

With reference to your Lordship's Despatch, No. 51, of the 13tl1 
N·ovember, I have the honor ·to transmit copy of a letter from H. M. Vice­
Consul at Rotterdam, together with a very detailed and clear report which he 

. has drawn up relative to the manner of curing Herrings practised in . tl1is 
country. 

I have, &c., 
• 

(Signed) 

The Earl of Clarendon, K.G., &c., &c. 
R. ABERCROMBY. 

British Consulate, Rotterdam, 
24th December, 1855. 

In compliance with the instructions contained in your. Excellency's Despatch 
of the 17th ultimo, I have the honor by the present to transmit for the informa­
tion of the Colonial Government of Newfoundland, a report on the Herring 
Fisheries of Holland, detailing the mode of curing and packing the fish, and 
the existing regulations respecting the survey of the same, on its arrival in this 

. 
country. 

I beg le~ve to observe, that I have procured the information contained in 
the enclosed report from official publications, works, and private sources, on 
which I can place perfect reliance, and I trust therefore, that I have fulfilled 
your Excellency's wishes in this matter. 

• 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

flis Excellency Sir R. Abercromby, K.C.B. 

R. F TURING. 

' 

REPORT ON THE HERRING FISHERIES OF HOLLAND . . 

The en·quiry -proceeding from the Colonial Government of Newfoundland 
'vith respect to curing fish, seems to be in an especial degree referable to 
Herrings, on which account I have endeavoured to procure the most correct 
information on that particular topic from sources on which I can place the most 
reliance. 

,. 

• 

• 

• 
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Having, in common with the prevailing opinion, entertained the beliet that 
the Dutch mode of curing Herrings was more or less a mystery known only to 

• 
a few, and maintained with the most scrupulous jealousy, as Well by the 
Netherland Government as by those immediately engaged in the National 
Fisheries,-1 have acquired the convinction that such is far from being the case 
and that the Dutch mode of curing Herrings is now as well understood by the 
Scotch Herring Curers as by the Dutch themselves. 

That for a length of time, the Dutch did maintain and lead the world to · 
suppose that the curing was only known to themselves, is unquestionably true, 
but the delusion has been gradually dispelled, nor can any one be more anxious 
than the Dutch Government of the present day is, to aid in re1noving from the 
mind of the Nation, all obsolete and erroneous traditions i·egarding the fisheries. 
So much in earnest is the Netherland Government on this point, that a project 
has· been submitted and is now under deliberation, before the Legislative 
Chambers, to revise the existing fishery Laws with a view to assimilate them to 
the principle of unrestricted Commerce, as we]l by the abolition of old 

- ~ 

enactments tending to maintain a baneful monopoly at home, as by the free 
. . 

admission of Foreign fish into the Dutch markets at a moderate duty, and. a ne\v 
law will ere long be adopted based on the avowed principle of free and 
unrestricted commerce. 

Although the pamphlet above alluded · to, would appear to embrace full in­
formation on every point connected \vitl1 the Dutch process, I nevertheless 
consider it incumbent on me to furnish the information I have had it in my pow­
er to collect on the same topic, and other matters connected with the Herring 
Fishery, from practical sources, and beg to transmit the following statements;, 
shewing " The mode of Citrin,g," '' The mode of Packing," ana '' The Regu­
lations )or the survey of Cured Herrings.'' 

1.-Mofle of Curing Herrings. 

The Herring, after having been caught off the coast of Scotland, or the 
Shetland Isles, is gutted and cured on board of the fishing vessels, and the 
whole catch must have been cleaned and salted within 24 hours after the nets 
have been hauled in. 

The gutting is accomplished by holding the fish in the left hand, \vith the . 
belly uppermost, and by introducing a knife under the cheek by means of which 
a slig·ht incision is made, through which the gills and part of the guts are 
extracted, leaving the head, ·the fins and the tail untouched. In this state th(~ 
fish is laid into ·salt, at the rate of one-fourth of sait to three-fourths of the 

• 

• 
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. . ~ 

\veight or Rerririgs, and the law provides tliat four tons of salt shall be used· to 
ev·ery Last of fish. The fish· so cure<I is d'ivid.ed into~ thr.ee assortnlents~, knoWn. 
in the trad~~· as .. lst, full Herrings, being· fish full of roe, Whicli keeps weli', and 
is the'ni<>St s·uitable for expo'rt ; when near the time of spawning this kind, salte<i . . ~ 

eith~r with refined or with raw salt is divided into two kinos, kno'wn. as ra:w salt 
or as small salt Herring, the latter of which kind is most palatable to the 

. 
taste. 

2d, Measure Herring, being without roe or milt, but very fat, and though. 
tasfy does nof kee'(i, and·3rd, Yr. or-light Herring, tieirig without either roe, milt 
or fat, but which; nevertheless, keeps well. 

The salt used is St. Ubes or Lisbon salt, other descriptions having· be~n. 
found unsuitable. or less appropriate. 

2.-0f the Packing of ·Herrings. 

~he largest casks used for packing the fish while on board of the vessels,. - .. ... .., ~ ... . 
~ust h~ld l~ Netherland pounds, or about 353 pounds English, a~~ th~ 
~mailer sized respectively SOI~s., 40lhs., 20lhs., Netherland, or 176, 88, 44, 

... . , .. 
English pounds. The size of the Herring varies so much. that a cask holding 
160lbs. Nether land, may contain 50 .. 0 up to 1000 Herrings . . 

. 
. Two or thi-ee days after the first filling on. 'bo&rd,. the casks are again. 

opened, and fi°iled up to tlie brim and so brotight to market. 

Each~·of .. thie three chief .kinds of cured Herrings nientioned above, as weir 
as thn Roe sick, must be carefully separated and· assorte<l, antl laid into the· 
casks, namely, Full Herring with Full, Measure Herring \vith Measure Her-

- - . 
ring, Yr. or Light ~ with Light, and Roe sick with Roe sick; but each sor~ . \ \ 

must be laid into the casks without delay, and without using flour or any other 
ingredient. The fish which may have fallen out of the nets, or have remained. 
over a night,. may not be cured, but must be thrown into the sea. 

• • ,,.... .. ' " I 

The ·chief Office:r is bound to take . especial care t~at tile cured fish be laid' 
<lown in equal rows of tour together in length, crossways, ana with the back 
do,vnwards; 'the rfisli ·may not be 'thrown in. careles·s1y·,. but only in accordance 

r . - . 

. \Vith the"ahote rules, which the Chief Officer must attend to, undPr a penalty 
· in case···or neglect,' b~siaes compensation to the '"owners · of the Ship or the 

Buyers of the Herring, having nevertheless recourse against the Packer, pro~ 
, \ 

ivided he sliall ~ betlmes have duly remonstrated against his ·mode of pa.'cking. 

Befo~e. the 21st July no kind. of H .erring ma1- be salted, exc~pting :with. raw 

• 

"' 

• 
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or unrefined salt, but of the Herring caught after the 21st July the full kind 
alone may, if preferred, be salted with fine or refined salt. The casks must be 
duly marked with distinguishing marks; those containing fish caught from 21st 
to 25th July up to 24th August with J, and .those with fish caught from 25th 
August to 14th September, with B, and after that period with X. 

The cases before landing must be marked outside with the number of the 
ship, in the rniddle~ between the centre hoops. 

The Chief Officer is bound on the arrival of the ship at the port of dis­
charge, to declare on oath, the quantity of each sort of Herring separately, Of 
which declaration he is furnished with a certificate to be exhibited to the Col.: 
lector of Customs, for the payment of duty, and to the Surveying Officer for 
the subsequent survey . 

3.-0/ the Survey. 

The salted Herrings must immediately after arrival at the port o( dis~harge, 
be surveyed by the officer appointed for that purpose, on production of the 
certificate alluded to above, and the survey must be inade before the' Herring 
can be brought or housed or removed from one place to another. 

Four casks taken at random by the packer must first be surveyed, in order 
to prove, that tlu~ fish has been properly assorted and packed ; if one or more of 
such cask~ be found to be insufficiently packed, 1nore casks, of the same mark 
must be inspected, of which notice has to be given to the Water Bailiff, and to 
the Book-keeper of the ship, for the purpose of regulating the fine. ,, 

• 

Whenever the Herring is found to have been not properly assorted or pack­
ed, or salted, and for those reasons rejected, the loss must be recovered from 
the packers in diminution of wages. 

Immediately alter the survey, the Surveying Officer tnust have the casks 
separately laid away, each containing Herrings of one and the same kind. B e­
fore the surveyed Herrings be sold, or ren1oved from the port of arrival, the 
officers must brand on the body of the casks, the name of the place and year, 
and it the surveyed Herring be re· packed either at that place or else\vhere, the 
name of the province and the year of arrival must be branded in addition to. the 
first year. 

~he first survey \vill ren1ain of value between seller and buyer fourteen 
days, after which it will have to be rene\ved at the option of the buyer, and no 
Herring may be sold excepting upon said survey~ 

-

• 
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The re-packing can only be done in public, by persons specially appointed 
for that work. 

All Herring intended for export, must he surveyed for the second time, and 
tl1e large casks be coopered with at least 16 ordinary hoops. 

Re-packed Herring may not be mixed, but must be all of the same kind.­
After re-packing each cask intended for e~port must .be branded, to show the 
kind of Herring, with special marks designated by law, and may then be re­
move~ \Vithout being subjected to other brands or survey. 

As soon as new ~erring arrives, every cask containing Herring of a former 
year, must be branded witl1 the words '' Old Herring,'' and any one selling old 
Herring for new will be punishable according to law. The mark of every 
Dealer must be scraped or branded on the casks intended for export, which 
1nark must he made kno,vn to the Local Magistrates at the Dealer's place of 
residence. 

Every Dealer in Herring must have in his service a sworn layer, in no 
degree related to him, and no one except qualified packers or layers are allowed 
to pack or lay Herring for export, whether for our own account or for that of 
otl1ers. 

A simple mode to acquire practical knowledge of the process of curing 
~Herrings, would be to take Outcl1 Fishermen into service, but according to the 
existing laws, ~"ishermen being natives of this country are prohibited from 
taking service abroad under a penalty, if t.hey sl1ould be apprehended, of six 
1nonths imprisonme11t. It is not impossible however, that under the prevailing 
inclination to emancipate the fishe~·ies from trammels, the Dutch Government 
n1ight be prevailed upon to rescind the _old law, which dates from the 12tl1 
1\larch 1818, a~d h~ving never been repealed remains still in force. 

In conclusion, I think it right to observe, that the superior qttality of the 
Dutch Herring is considered to be attributable, in an essential degree, to the 
system of survey detailed above, and that under that impression, it is the inten~ 
tio11 of the Government to a.dhere to the same system in the new law about to 
he adopted, although in other respects. not strictiy co~patible with the perfect 
freellom which that. law advocates ; the survey is, however, not as hitherto, to . 
he compulsory, but optional. 

British C·onsulate, Rotterdam, 
24th December; 1855 . 

(Signed) R . F TURING . . 
H. n. 1\1. Vice-Consul. 
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Remarks o~i the Herring Fishery by .Mr. JJl.ichael Carr.oll. 

Up to the present date many and various were the opinions given, both 
written and verbal, as to the best possible mode of preserving the SRring, Sum­
~~r and. Fall Herriµg that resort to this Island.~ 

Having been a resident of the North part of this Island for a number of 
years, having visited the Labrador, and spent the last two Summers on the 
Westward Coast, in. the several places ~rhich I visited I al\vays endeavoured to 
make myself thoroughly. acquainted with the best and surest way of saving . . 
~e~rings, so as to make them a go~.d and pr.ofitable article of 'rrade. 

A~ soon as the Ice moves off the shore in the different Northern Bays, in 
Spring, the Herring are sure to strike in to spawn, and however strange it may 
appear, it is not the less true they will always visit the same harbor; cove or 
creek, each season to spawn, an~J: very nearly on. the same day. · If not pre-

·-
vented by Ice when spawn~ng time arrives, the Herring will swarn1 to the beach, 
always selecting a s.andyl' one for such purPi.ose, where · they can be taken in 
seines, herring nets, cast or dip nets, in large quantities, so numerous ar~.~they 

in spawning time. 

Herring taken in the spring, all rou~d the Island, are very poor but gene~ 
r~lly of the same size. Herring taken in seines are deprived of the silvery 
scales that 1nake them look so beautifully bright, which is ~ caused by the 
quantity enclosed in the seines pressing and rubbing one ag~inst another, and 
thereby beating off the scales, and giving the fish a dark blue appearance; and 
upon examination it will be found that the back bone of all Herring taken i11 

seines are broken in several parts, in consequence of which the inside of the 
Hc:rring is of a dark bloody character, \vhich of course is caused by the Her­
ring endeavouring to extr.icate itself, consequently before being removed from 
the .seine they are in an injured state. 

Herring taken in nets are far superior, as they . are not deprived · of their· 
silvery coat, and by no means injured inside ; and not onJy that, but Herring 
taken in nets will stand good longer without salt th.an those taken in seines, for 
this reason ; Herring taken in seines being deprived of their scales, the wind 
and sun will act on them and make them putrid much quicker than those taken 
uut 01 nets, as th.e scales being so closely connected all over the fish they·act as 

a cloak so that the weather c~nnot so soon inj~re the fish. The d.iff erence is~. 

' 
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·t hat those taken out of a .~e4te, if n~t under :salt, ~n four hours will be of little 
.- vaiue, when those taken 0,ut /9f ~ets at the .sal}le ti~e will n9t be ,injured in eight 
.'~hours. Ft.om observatio~ ;i· µelieve .-~µe~e is n~ :fi,sh that ~visit ,this country SQ 

:'liable to blf ~jurved . by bei~g exposed ~~ the atmosphere, as Ilerriµg ~~d Lance. 
:~here i~s no -w~~a ~pat will ~njure fish .of any kind more than ~~uth ~est ; in­
~deed fish will injure JDOre _witJi .a South West ~wind, and ~o su~, tha~ with a 
North W ~~t . wind ,and Sllll. The weather h~,s great effect on fish, a?d particu­

~larly on .Herring; and perso~s e?gage~ i~ .lhe .~err~ng . fi~hery .. oug·!it ~o pa}"· 
:11articular .. attenti:~n to _ i~. ' . 

~ 

·I was often astonished to see the car~less mapner ·in ·which Herring are 
r.handled, firslly-by .t1le catche~, and seco~dly by the . Purchase~. A qu~ntity are 
taken in sei~, out of which they are rempved a.nd put ~n bpats, a~d br~ught 
alongside of the V'ess~l a~d there placed on t~e deck ; a qµa~tity ~f salt i~ 

~ shovelled over ~hem, after :whicp t~ey are shove~led down in~o the ,hpld 9f the 

1
·craft uµtll ~h~ catcb~r obta~µ,s ~~e )quantity required. If it i~ ,~ .winter fi~~e,ry, 

._very :little·, 8a:It ~- us.~d; ~f ~ ~pring. fishery, it requires more. All the Herring 
I ' 

. catchers (care a~Qµt ~is lh~t ;ihe .·ff.sh req.~~Ye enough of salt, :so th~t ~ey ~will 

~ stand gq~~ ~!itil -~~-~~I at S~o Jpfin'~· . · -

The_ purch~~·ers 'ex~mine the Herring, -which .·~·ppear sweet and;in good order 

:after w~i·c~ aJ~ndin·g taltes place ,_Estate ~1 it~e :weath~r :~ot tak~n i~~o acc~u~t.J 

~ Some catchers remove the gill~, ·&c. ,before ~alt~µg, a~d some do not. Those 
taken in rt~e .;a;prihg .'and . su~mer :are ~ g~ner~lly gibbed ·before ~alting ; . . 

~· those ·taken jn the ~i~ter are npt very ~ften gibbed. If the .gills, &c~, 
" • 1 .. ..... • 

j are p~t removed~ QJ~P apd boys are employed for such purpose. They a~~ placed 
:in different J~t~~ .~ -·barr~l ~n ea~h ·19~, on the ~,bar~, atid .a ,quaptity of water 
. thrown on them .. to ·~'n1ake them look clean ; after "!hjch ~ packing co~mence_s . 

·,From th~ time Jlei'ri~·g are first ,landed f.i;om . on board the .:vessel~ · until they ~r~ 
; barre~leq~ they .~re ! Oft~n : l~ft ,exposed to a :·burning . ~u11, the eff~ct of whic? i~· 
. that ~hey ~are ~c~ually ~:putrid -before they are Qnder ,pickle, and to add to it~ i~­
jury, tqe ~arr.els a~e ~left ; ~fl the wha[ves exposed t~ the sun uµtil ~he !pickle Qe.~ 

·, comes lu~e:..;warm ; aft~r a co~ti~~ous filliµg ~p ~nd 1~ak~ng go~d ~~e l~~kage. . . . . 

: of the cask~; they ~i;e ~h~ppe~, . apd ;~hen t·hey . arr~ve .. ~t the p~rt :~shipped f~r ~ 
; such ~~.,-i~g ate declared pf po v~lue, ~nd ~~ ma~y insta~ces n9t.all~:rW'ed to b~ 
tlanded, ~ut . iqrown ~verl>oard : or se~t bac~, as ~he case .~ay be, ~Jiich of course 

• I • • 

~ annoys the,~~ipper,4 lµiowi~g ~hat ,he . hi~s~lf ~xamined t~e fi_sh in the first plac(] 
. l . 

; and al~o h~d them carefully exami~e~, i~specte~ and branded, and all done un.-
. der the· .Inspe¢tor's eye, and after all turns out of no value, . not~ithst~ndi~g lhe 
t ~eavy . ~ipense. ~nc,urred by ~he shipme!l~· 

. ~ 

' 
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The cause of the loss complained of is easily accounted for, ~iz :-Herring 
as well as aU other fish that are intended to be preserved by salting, should he 
so treated as to. receive a full due ot salt at once, so tha.t the fish should be full 
struck. If fish be half salt~d at one time, and left in that state for four days, 
such fish cannot be preserved for any length of time ; no matter what quantity 
of salt may be used about them afterwards, the fish will receive no benefit 
frotn a second salting, the preserving by salt rnust be accomplished by the first 
salting. 

Herring half salted or corned, as it is termed, and then put in the hold ot 
the vessel, and not exposed to the force and effect of the weather, wifl look 
good and sweat, and if used at once will answer very well ; but such 
Herring left exposed to the sun and wind for a fe\v hours will be rendered 
worthless, no matter what care and attention may be given to· them after•/ 
\vards. 

Persons intending to prosecute the Spring, Summer or Winter Herring 
:i.~ishery, in vessels, ought, in the first place to provide themselves with Vats, 
tlie boards used for building the same to be of sufficient thickness to cauJk, and 
so made that such Vats should be in compartments, so as to ·contain from five 
to twenty barrels each. The object is, that one day's catch \Vould not he 
n1ixed with another. For so1ne days · five barrels may he taken, and some days 
one hundred ; and such Vats to be placed in the hold of the vessel until her 
arrival at the Herring station, and there united together and properly arranged 
along the deck, and to be furnished with tight covers. As soon as the Vats are 
erected, caulked and covered, let them be filled '\ivith strong pickle, so that 
,vhen the Herring is brought alongside, in place of putting them on deck, ex­
posed to the weather, let them be deposited at once in the Pickle, and there" 
left until propetly struck, which can be easily ascertained by the stiffness of the 
Herring. The best and surest \Vay to test the Pickle is to fill a small \Voollen 
bag "\vith large salt, a.'nd deposit it in the Pickle for fifteen minutes, and if the 
Pickle is sufficiently strong to put the Herring in, the salt in the bag will not 

• 

<lissol\re ; the floating of a Herring or potatoe in Pickle is not a good proof, as 
its value as a test depends· on· the specific gravity of either, which greatly 
varies. 'l.,lle time allowed for Herrin-g to ren1ain in pickle must be regulated 
by the state of the \veather ;· if the weather is warm, three days will be quite 
sufficient ; and if circumstances prevent the packing the Herring out of the 
., , ats into the barrels, after the tern1 of three days, to prevent them from 
mouldering, o'ving to the warm state of the pickle, one-third of it should be 
drawn· off and fresh pickle added. By dra\\~ing off one.;third of the pickle, as 
stated, you can with perfect safety allow the I-I erring to remain in the Vats 
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ltntil you can at.tend to the barreling of them. Above all, Herring catchers 
ought to take the herring barrels with them, so that the Herring Would he . . 
secured after being removed from the Vats. · If desirable that they should ~e 1 

gibbed, &c., before ha.rreling, it can be perfor1ned, and the Herring · ~ill ' 
. ,. . . ,,. 

receive no injury, as such work can be performed in a short time, and all ~ah 
be accomplish·ed at a period \vhen no other work cah be attended to. ·. Sorrie 

.,, ., ' ~ ~ -
are of opinion that large salt is best for re-packing or packing, as the. C?Se may 
be. · From experience, I hold with fine salt, as it will dissolve mu·ch quicker .. 
than large ; and it cannot be denied the sooner the Herring are under salt or ' 
pickle, the better. By depositing them at once into Pickle, such seales as 
adhere to the fish cannot easily be removed : which \viii make them look bright 
and good, hut from fis'h placed on the deck of a vessel and shovelled about, the 
scales are entirely removed, which makes them appear darl{ and bad. 

It ought to b·e the consideration of all persons embarked. in the fishery to 
see that the herring ·barrels are of a strong description. I have always consid.;.. 
ered that much of the loss sustained by sl1ipments of Herring arose from the 
inferiority of the herring barrels ; to wit, staves and heading slight and full of 
.knot holes, hoops not strong enough for water buckets. Where such barrels 
are shipped in any quantity; they are not sufficiently strong to .hear up the 
'veight of each other ; and no matter how tight they appear to be when 
sl1ipped, should the ship they are put on board of encounter heavy weather! 
little or no pickle will be left in the barrel. The question is often asked, ho\v 

is it that Labrador flerring are generally good? for this reason-Labrador 
If erring are packed in strong pork barrels or puncheons that will hold the 

pickle ; ~o matter what pressure they undergo or what weather they encounter, 
the cask "'ill not leak. The good or bad quality of It.erring depends much on 
tl1e strength of the barrel they are pacl{ed in, as well as the care taken of them 
after b'eing barrell1:'d. The usual way is to have the cask bored in tl1e bilge for 

pickling. It wou~d be 1nuch better to have the hole for pickling in the head of 
each casl{, for this reason-if the hole is in the bilge, you cannot sec if the 

cask leaks v1~thout taking out the bung ; and if the Herring oil, or grease, rise 
fro1n the fisl1, it remains in the cask to tl1e great injury of the Herri11g, for it 
·"vill be sure to turn them rusty, and of course · injure them. If the hole be 
made in the head of the cask, and as the cask is always filled to the rim with 
pickle, therefore, should· the cask leak, and as the barreis are always arra~ged · 
]1ead up, such casks as leak are easily detected ; and such oil or grease as may· 
rlse from the Herring is sure to be on the top of t~e barrel, which of course 
\viii be removed. Again : no purchaser or dealer in 1-lerring ought to allolV 

· t l1em to rcn1ain exposed to the \veather ; all should he carefully stored when 

, 

' 
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·branded, and so arr~nged that 'if kept in store over fourteen days, the pickle 
J~hould be drawn off each barrel down to the first quarter hoop, and ~resh pickle 
:added to replace what was drawn .off, and by no µieans to allow the casks to 
,remain ip one positian. 'Xhe _position .~f .e~ch ~cask should be altered when 
rre-pickled, every faurteenth qay at Jeas~. ·a;he ben~fit that the Herring thus 
.receive is ~obvious, si~ce much 9f the stre~gt~ of the .pickle ~ettles down on·the 
·bottom 9f the _cask. As a case iµ p9in~, ,let a pu~cheon be filled with fresh 

. .. 
:-split cod~fish, which ~puncheon :will contain about three and a half .,uirit~ls of 
·fish, when made an~ in order for sh~pping.. Persons wh9 pickle cod-fish in 
,puncheons, never put _.salt on the three first lines placed in the ·bottom of the 
~puncheon, and ivery ~it~le on the_ fourth line ; as they fill up the cask, they in-
1 • 

icrease the quantity t9D ea~~ line of the fish, and on the top fish, better than one 
·half .()f ~-n inch ~.s .Put :on it. _Notwithstanding which, the top fish are often l'ight 
~ salted, and the bottom fish i~ the _puncheon, are salt-burned, and often m~st be 
~:watered before being 1exposed ~<> the sun for making. · 

Before .~nter~~g 1~nto -il Herring voy'1ge, the ~atcher ~ought to understan6 

·what 9ua~tity is rc9uired, '1nd how to have theqi cu~e~, to answer t~e market 

.-such Her~ing are i~teµded f9r, and if possible, a _price .enter-ed ~~to bet.ween ~he 

supplier _ a~d ~he supplied. If Herring are required t9 be ·giQbed,, &c., ·.of course 

the price wil.l .be greater t~an if ~ot s~ re9~ired ; and a~ .it .~~pear~ that s9me 
:Considerab.11} guantity are now shipped that are not gibbed, a~d ~nswer very 

well, I . fe~l con.vinced that Herring placed in pickle at .once will _never i~jure by 

,leaving them as ~ak~n out of the water : .on the contrary_, such Herring "'~jJl 

JooK plum.p and good ; .for if the picKle be sufficien~ly stro~g to save the fishy 

:part of the ~erripg, .it wi~l also be sufficie:µtly str9ng t9 save the entr3;ils, &e:. 
I • 

Herring required for warm climates shf)uld _be dry salted, and persons in­
:structed to procure such Herring, would not err by curing them in the follow-­
:ing man~er. ~fter the ·Herring is properly struck io the vats, such Herring to 
be taken out of th0 vats on a co~l drying day and left ~oµ ~he deck of the craft:, 
~o that the pickle should dra~n of. A ,Po~nd shoul~ be ··q1ade ~n the hold of the 
.vessel, that :Would contain the qu~ntity required, &nd the Heri:ing car£'.f0:lly 
placed in bulk, back up, as much depend~ upon the tiqie it will t~ke before de-

, 

i~ivery froqi the vessel ; a~d ~f f;alt be reqqire~ to be ~trewe~ over the~, fearing 

they might injure, such salt :should be of ~~e large~t description and perfectly 

t. dry, as the main object is; to have them in the ·first place w~ll sa,ved ; an~ 

~secondly, all moisture dried up before placed in ~arrels, as dry -salted Herring .. 

.. l\11 .tJhould be removed as q~icKly as possible fro~ the vessel, a~1d if th~y ~p.·· 
, . 
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pear· in a dry state, I~t them he barrelled at once, and if found in a wet state • . 
they should be carefully packed in bulk in the store, back up, until perfectly 

' 
dry and fit for barrelling ; and care should be taken that the salt required for . 

.. such Herring should be well dried and of the largest kind, and the cask sliould 
' 

be made perfectly air tight. llerring so made up may be considered well 

cured, dry salted Herring. And such fish will stand any cli1nate (or .a reason· 

able period . 

. Many opinions are given as regards the Inspection of Herring ; I believe 
it is pretty well understood that the present 1node of Inspecting Herring is a 
bad one. Some seem to say that the introduction of a Colonial Act authorizing 
the Collector of Her Majesty's Customs to appoint Inspectors to be made in­
dependent of the ~xporters ; such Inspectors to be paid out ~f the Revenue of 
the Colony, and that the exporters should pay to said Collector so much per 
barrel for each barrel inspected and branded. Such an Act if put into opera-

~ 4 

tion would not remedy the evil comp~ained of. My opinion is that no Colonial 
Act that could be introduced would answer as well as to leave the management 
of them to those \Vhose interest it is to have them pr9perly made up. Why 
have Inspectors for Salmon and . Herring and Cod-fish, and no Inspectors .for 
Oil and Skins, and no Inspectors for fish ~hipped to Brazils and West Indies 
in casks? See \vhat care and attention is bestowed on th~sP pacl{ages and ho\v 
particular the sl1ipper is to have l1is own name branded on each package. If 
Herring · a11d Salmon were left to the shipper's own arrangement, I feel perfectly 
convinced very little would be heard about Herring of a11 inferior quality beinr 

(, ) 

shippecl out of the country. Indeed tl1e on1y way a Colonial Act \Vould he 
beneficial is that all Herring shipped out of tl1e Island, and not bra11ded \Vith 
the owner's name, should be liable to a fine, and that no If erring or Salmon 
should be cleared out of the Custom House tl1at had not in full the name of the 

0 ,v11er branded on ~t. When in Burgeo and LaPoile, I observed that all pack'T 
ages bore the na1ne of the shippers, and of course due care and attention were 
talien that no article -of fisl1 'vas rnade up that would not add to the character of 
tl1e establishment from 'vhich such articles were shipped. At present the mer'"! 
chant blames the Inspectors and the Inspectors blame the merchant, so between 
t11em both the Herring of the Country has got a bad nan1e ; IIerring, that if 
pro.perly handled, are not inferior as to ricl1ne~s of flavour, &c. to tl1ose irri . 
ported as a san1ple, but indeed far superior. 

. 
It is a \vell l{nown fact that if the Herring fishery of this country was carriecl 

on with due care and atte11tion, it would be the n1eans of giving lucrative em"; 
ployment to thousands of the people, and b.e the means of enabling them to 1>ror:: 

• 
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cure the common necessaries of life, which I regret to say many a worthy family 
are this day destitute of. 

The great and wise policy of the people of Newfoundland ought to be to 
unite hand in hand and prove with reckoning effect what can be done to improv~ 
the condition of the people, who are one and all anxious and willing to step 
forward to improve their respective conditions in life. 

My sole end and aim in writing this article, is to endea\'our, in an humble 
'Y8Y~ to throw out such suggestions as appear to me, if acted upon, would make 
the Herring fishery of this country a valuable consideration to those who should 
embark their capital in the prosecution of it, and be the means of giving employ­
ment to thousands of men, women and children all over the Island. 

MICHAEL CARROLL. 

St. John's, April, 1856. 

JlP PEND IX, No. l4e 

ACT 

Of the President of the United States, declaring the provisions of the Treaty 
between Great Britain and the U'l'iited States, to be in force as respects 
Newfoundland. 

Washington, December 18, 1855. 
SIR,-

I have the honor to transmit to you the copy of ,.a Note which I have 
received from the Secretary of State of the United States,, together with a copy 
of the Act of the President therein enclosed, by which the Articles enutnerated 
in the Reciprocity T1·eaty of the 5th June, 1854, are admitted to entry in the 
·united States from Newfoundland, free of duty. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, 

.Humble Servant, . 

His Excellency C. H. Darling, Esq., 
&c., &c., &co 

• 

JOHN F. CRAMPTON. 

• 
' 

• 
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Department of State, 
W ashingt~n, December 1'1, 1855. 

0 

Ref erring to your Note of the 8th Instant, enclosing the Copy of a 
Proclamation issued by His Excellency the Governor of Newfoundland, on the 

\ 

14th ultimo, declaring that the provisions and stipulations of the Treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain, of the 5th of June, 1854, extend to that 

· Colony, I· now have the honor to transmit to you a copy of the Act of the Pre­
sident, by which the Articles enumerated in the Treaty referred to are admitted 
to entry in this Country free of duty. 

I avail myself, &c., 

• (Signed) . W. L. MARCY. 

J. }'''. Crampton, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

By tht President of the United States of Jlmerica. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by the second section of an Act of the Congress of the United 
States, approved th'e Fifth day of August, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Fifty Four, entitled '' A:n Act to carry into effect a Treaty between the United 
States ahd Great Britain, signed on the Fifth day of June, Eighteen Hundr~d 
a11d Fifty Four,'' it' is provided that whenever the Island of Newfounaland 
shall give its consent to the application of the stipulations and provisions of tl1e 
said Treaty to that Province, and the Legislature thereof and the Imperial . 
Parliament shall pass the necessary· laws for that purpose, grain, flour, and 
breadstuffs of all kinds ; animals of all kinds ; fresh, smolced, and · salted meats ; 
cotton wool, seeds and vegetables ; undried· fruits ; dried fruits; fish of all 
kinds ; products of fis~ and all other creatures living in the water ; poultry ; 
eggs ; hides ; furs, sliins, or tails undressed ; stone or marble i11 its crude or 
unwrought state ; slate ; butter, cheese, taliow ; lard; horns; 1nanures; ores 
of metals of all kinds; coal; pitch, tar, turpentine ; ashes ; timber and lumber 
of all kinds, round, hewed, and sawed,, u11manufactured in wl1ole or in part ; fire 
\vood, plants, shrubs, anti trees ; pelts ;. \vool; fish oil ; rice; broom corn and 
bark ; gyps'um, ground or unground ; hewn or wrought or unwrought burr or 
grindstones; dye-stt1ff."; flax, he111p, and tow, unma11utactured; unmanufactured 

,, 
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tobacco ; and rags, shall be admitted free of duty from that Province into the 
United States from and after the date of a Proclamation by the President of 
the United States declaring that he has satisfactory evidence that the said 
Province has consented, in a due and proper 1nanner, to have the provisions of 
the Treaty extended to it, and to allow the United States the full ben.2fits of all 
the stipulations therein contained : 

And whereas I have satisfactory evidence that the Province of Newfound­
land has consented, in a due and proper manner, to have the provisions of the 
aforesaid Treaty extended to it, and to allow the United States the full benefits N 

of all the stipulations therein contained, so far as they are applicable to that 
Province: 

Now, therefore, I, Franklin Pierce, President · of the United States of 
America, do hereby declare and proclaim that, from this date, the Articles 
enumerated in the preamble of this Proclamation, being the growth· and produce 
of the British North American Colonies, shall be admitted from the aforesaid 
Province of Newfoundland into the United States free of-Cluty, so long as the 
aforesaid Treaty shall remain in force. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of 
the United .States to-be affixed to these presents. 

Done at the city of Washington, the Twelfth day of December, in the 
[L. S.] Year of Our Lord One T~ousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-five, 

and of the Independence of the United. States the Eightieth. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

By the President : 

W. L. Marcy, Secretary. of State . 

• 

.. 

• 

" 
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DESPATCH 

From the President Jl.dmi'fiistering the .Government of Montse1'rat, dated 16th 
July, 1855, to His Excellency the Governor, 01i the subject of Free Trade 
between that lsla1id and the British :North .fl.merican Provinces. 

SIR,-

Government House, 
Montserrat, 16th July, 1855. 

Having, in the early part of this year, or:i my assumption of the Offl_ce 
of President Administering this Government, fou11d a communication addressed 
i11 November last to the Colonial Secretary of the Island, from a Committee . 
appointed by the Legislature of Cana.da, having for its object the establishment 
of reciprocity of Trade between that Provin.ce and the several West India Is­
la11ds, and being fully convinced that the true interests of Montserrat were 
alo11e to be looked for in the direction of the most unrestricted freedom of ex­
change with the more wealthy and more populous Dependencies of the Crown, 
I lost no time in bringing the subject under the consideration of the Legislature 
of the Island. 

In my l\'lessage recommending a measu~e framed on those principles, I 
ttrged on them tl1e policy of at once taking the initiative as far as Free Trade 
is concerned, not on~y· with Canada, but with the other British North American 
1Possessions, and passing a ·Bill for removing not only all duties on vessels that . 
may arrive here for tl1e purposes of Trade fron1 those Provinces, but also ali 
duties on the produce of those Countries in1ported in such vessels . 

. 
1~11ese recommendations, I am _happy to acquaint Your Excellency, receiv-

ed tl1e unanimous concurrence of both Branches of the Legislature, and Bills 
l1ave been passed, and witl1 the sanction of the Governor in Chief assented to . 
by 1ne, for giving effect to the establishment of unrestricted Trade between this 
Island and the whole of the .British Poss~ssions in North America. 

The Act relieving all Vessels a.rriving at this port from the payment of 
Tonnage dues, is now in operation ; and the other Act, abolishing all duties 
011 articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of ~he British North Ameri­
can Possessions, has been fo~warded to the Governor in Chief, for the purpose 

. . 
of be~ng transmitted to the Imperial Government, there to await ·the assent of 

· Her Majesty before it can come into operation, as owing · to a Loan from the 
• 

I111perial Treasury being charged on the Revenues of the Island, it was neces~ 
sary to _insert a suspending clause in the enactn1ent . 

• 
I 
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As soon, however, as the assent of Her Majesty has been notified to the 
Executive here, I will do myself the honor of transmitting a copy o( the Act 

' 

to Your Excellency, with a r.equest that the same may. be communicated to that 
portion of the mereantile community in Newfoundland who are engaged in the 
West India Trade. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) EDWARD E. RUSHWORTH. 
' His Excellency Charles H. Darling, Esq. 

&c., &c., &c. 

JJ.P PEND IX, No. 16. 

POST MASTER GENERAL'S 

Special Repo1't on, the Local Postal .IJ.rrangements of this Colony. 

Post Office Department, 

SIR,-
St. John's, 26th July, 1855. 

In compliance \vi th the request contained in your letter of the 9th inst., 
I have now the honor of placing before you for His Excellency the Governor's 

.. information, a special Report upon the Local Postal arrangements of ~his 
Colony, with a detailed state1nent of the various Routes, Couriers, Post Offices, 
a'nd Way Offices, ·with the amount of salaries and expenses of transit, &c. 

These statements I regret do not shew the evidence of a satisfactory pro­
gress in our Postal systen1, and which may be attributed to the isolated position 
of the population of this Island, and the, absence of Roads or other means 
'\vl1ereby comrnunication may be facilitated. Were this not the case, I would 
strongly recommend the abolishing ~f such Offices as do not yield at least one­
third of the expense necessary for their support ; but under the peculiar circum­
stances to which I have referred, I am of opinion that very grave considerations 
should induce the withdrawal from any Town or District, of the benefits that flo\v 

• 
fron1 Postal communications, where Posts have already been established, 
because the Revenue derivable from a particular locality may be unre1nune­

. ·ative. 
. 

The result of a \veil defined Postal systen1 must operate beneficially tn this 
• co1nn1unity, but particularly so to those reside11t in the extern, 'vhere intelli• 

• 
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ge11ce can only be looked for through Postal channels. Thus the establisl1n1ent 
assumes i11 this country one of the highest importance, as regards the dissen1i-
11ation of knowledge a1nongst all classes . 

. ,.; There is, perhaps, no Depart1nent of Government the bu~iness of \Vhich, 
if duly recorded, will furnish more striking evidence of the prosperity a11d pro­
gress of the country than the Post office ; whether as regards the increase of 
tl1e genera] wealth, the improved education and intelligence of tl1e people, or 
the striving industry and energy'' by which they may be actuated. 

Mucl1 has been said upon the imperfection of the present Postal sys.tern; 
llut if it be remembered that as late as 1852, the first establishment of Local 

~ 

J->osts \Vas formed, at which period there \Vere created simultaneously, fiftee11 
Post-offices, seven Way-offices, in addition to the formation of eighteen Post 
routes, and the appointment of fifteen Post Masters, and seven Way Officers, 
eigl1teen Contractors, and eighteen Couriers, the 'vhole of whom were as matter 
of course quite ignorant of the duties devolving upon them, that the question 
arises how such an extended system could so far be perfected, that the present 

(, arrangements should call for so little revision as is now conten1plated. 

The alterations hereinafter suggested for His Excellency's consideration, I 
atn of opinion are all that are at present necessary to be made. 

1· may remark that a portion of the Members of the House of Assembly . 
have made tl1e subject of Postal reform a very prominent feature in their late· 
addresses to their several constituents, and from whom I may expect to receive 
son1e useful information wl1e11 a ·cessation fro1n their public duties will permit. 

Fe\v causes of complaint upon tl1e irregularity of the transmission of cor­
res1,ondence ~hrough any of the Offices have been brought under my observa-. 
ti on, and tl1ose have related, mostly, to Newspapers. 

A Carbonear correspondent con1plained i11 tl1e Ex1J1"ess Newspaper, of the 
irregularity of the Post in the transn1ission of that paper. The Editor son1e 
t i111e after\vards stated -that the fauft did not originate in the Post.office. 

Several Placentia correspondents also, sin1ilarly complained i11 the Ne11{­
j(Ytt~1dla1ider Newspaper. In those instances also, the Offices through whicl1 
the llapers passed, \Vere relieved from false imputation . 

• 

Missi11g or late correspondence, arising from whatever cause, is generally 
attributed to· the Post~office. To illustrate this point 111ore fully, I subjoin the 
follo,ving extract fron1 a very ~laborate Report of the Imperial Post Master 

.· 



, 

• 

• 

196 

JJ.PPE:NDIX, No. 16. 
• 

l!t 

General (Viscount Canning) tor 1855, addressed to the Right Hon. the Lords 
of Her Majesty's Treasury, on the Post-office. 

• f 

'' I must add, too, that w~ilst it cannot be denied that trouble and loss are 
too often inflicted upon individuals through the carelessness or dishonesty of 
some of the twenty-one thousand servants of the Post-office, yet the instances 
are not few in which it has been shown to the satisfaction of the complainants 
that the faul~ attributable at first sight, and perhaps naturally, to the Post-office 
rested really in other quarters. 

'' The Publisher of one of the London papers· complained of the repeated 
loss in the Post-office of copies of his Journal addressed to persons abroad.­
An investigation showed that the abstraction was made by the Publisher's . 
Clerks," &c. "In another case a general complaint having arisen as to the 
number of Newspapers sent to the Chief Office in St. Martin's, J .. eGrand, the 
investigation led to the discovery of a regular 1nart held near .the office, and 
supplied with Newspapers by the private messengers employed to carry them to 
the Post." 

Some further examples were given proving the unjustifiableness of the 
charges nlade against the London Office. 

Complaints of various kinds must naturally be looked for in a department 
that comes into such daily contact with the public, and as the correctness of its 
details materially aff cct the well-being of society, the public naturally look "vi th 
watchful eye upon all its arrangements. .. .. 

For a series of years the public have complained, and very justly, of the 
faulty arrangements and want of accon1modation of the Post-office in this to,vn. 
In my Reports of preceding years, I therein pointed out the great difl1cnlty 
of conducting the business in so contracted a space, and the inconvenience suf­
fered by the Officers of the Department from this cause ; but nothing, I regret 
to say, has yet been effected, in affording these increased facilities 'vhich the 
public have a right to expect. 

The services of the Post-office being one that requires efficient ineans for 
a well-conducted and well-regulated Postal system, I . rest under the hope that 
the department will be speedily relieved frorn the difficulties under \Vhicl~ it la­
bours in t~1is particular. 

• 
Alterations or changes in the Post-office departn1ent are of so intricate and 

i1nportant a character, and where there are so many conflicting opinions and .in-
. . 

• 
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terests involved, that I feel great delicacy in offering an opinion on the matter ; 
I would, therefore, take the liberty of respectfully suggesting that a perµianent 
Postal Committee be appointed by His Excellency to report upon the general 
Postal arrangements of the Colony, and of their recommending from time to 
time, such measures as they may deem beneficial. I would further beg to sug­
gest that the Comn1ittee be composed of three persons in conjunction with my­
self, and invested with authority to correct all minor details connected with the 
establishment, when it may be found expedient so to do. 

In the meantime I have the honor to submit for His Excellency's conside­
ration, the subjoined Tabular Reports. Number one shewing the Reven11e 
derived from those Offices at present established, the an1ount of correspo.ndence 
passing through them, with the stipend allo'\ved to each officer who is placed 
over their control, and from which statement a correct opinion may be formed 
of such Offices as may be dispensed with. 

I further beg to submit the following suggestions and alterations,--which 
· after due consideration, I am of opinion may be acted upon with advantage, 

and by which public convenience would be greatly promoted. 

· First.-The immediate introduction of Imperial, Provincial and Local 
Postal Stamps. The former to be of the value respectively of one penny and 
sixpence. The Provincial of the value of fourpence, sixpence half-penny,_ and 
one shilling, and the Local of the valuP. of threepence. 

Secondly.-That authority be given for the registration of letters, and th·at 
an extra charge of sixpence be made on each letter for such registration. · 

Thirdly.-The introduction of the money order system, would also be a 
great boon to those persons wishing to transmit small sums through the Post-

' office to their friends in Great Britain. I have been in communication with the 
\ 

Post Master General of Halifax upon the subject, who has informed me that 
no arrangement has yet been made, either in Nova-Scotia, New Brunswick, or 
Canada, for its introduction into those Provinces, and that he was therefore for 
the present unable to give any information on the subject. 

Fourt:Qly.-As great irregularity has existed in the transmission of the 
' Vestern Mails, which has been the cause of frequent complaint, both by tl1e 
inhabitants of Placentia, Burin, and Harbor Breton, I beg to recommend that 
the service between St. John's and Placentia, be carried out by one Contractor 
instead of two as at present. By this arrangement the present difficulty would 
be overcome in the delay which not unfrequently occurs at Salmonier ~y the 

• 

• 
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St. John's and Placentia Couriers being out of time on their arrival at that 
place with the Western and the return .. Mails tor St. John's, arising on some 
occasions from the non-arrival of the Halifax Mail-boat in due course, the bad­
ness of the roads in winter, and other causes, by which circun1stances those 
Mails remain .at the Salmonier Way-office, until opportunity offers for forward­
ing them, when they are sent to destination at an extra expense. 

In support of this change I beg to annex copies of two addresses sent to 
me upon this subject, one signed by R.F. Sweatman and others, and the second 
by George LeMessurier ana others. I am also of opinion that a change might 
b e advantageously made in the Mail I ... ine between Burin and Harbor Breton ; 
a t present the Mails are conveyed from Burin by messenger to Garnish, and 
thence by boat to Harbor Breton. 

The line of route that I have now the honor of recommending is, \Vith. 
little alteration, that already proposed in my letter of the 15th of September, 
1852, addressed to the late Colonial Secretary the ·Hon. James Crowdy, viz., 
that the Mails for Harbor Breton be forwarded via St. Lawrence, Lawn, La­
maline, Fortune, and Grand Bank. 

The route would also open a communication between this place and St. 
Peter's, for which town numerous letters arrive here from Foreign Parts, and 
which could be forwarded from Grand Bank or Lamaline, either of which places 
is hut a few hours run from St. Peter's. The only communication between St. 
J ohn's and that place is via Halifax. 

The Government concurred in the desirableness of this arrangement, and · 
an annual sum of £20 was subsequently granted by the Legislature for the ap­
pointment of a Courier from Burin to St. Lawrence and Lamaline, at which 
latter place a Way-office was to have been established, hut as Grand Bank was 
riot included in the scheme, it was afterwards considered by His Excellency, 
the late Governor, unnecessary to make these appointments, and the Mails were 
continued to be forwarded as before. 

Should the Government now deem it advisable to have the Western Mails 
t ransmitted in this way, the interests of the inhabitants of Grand Bank would 
he conserved, and the prayer of the petitioners conceded; whose names are at ... 
tached to the petition enclosed to me, in Mr. Ayre's letter of the 18th instant, 
for my report thereon, by his Excellency's command. 

I would observe, however, that doubts have been entertained as to the 
practicability of this route in consequence of there being, at present~ no roads 
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~>etween those settlements, excepting that from Burin to St. Lawrence, sixteen 
miles ; the wl1ole qistance being sixty miles. 

Fifthly.-The nun1ber and weight of the Western Mails render it impera­
tive to have them conveyed by a light waggon as far as the roads will render it 
practicable; and thence by horse to Placentia. It will, therefore, be necessary 
to convey this intimation in the next advertisement for tenders, to prevent undue 
loss to the contracting party with the department. 

Sixthly.-In the Act of the 16th Vic., Cap. 3, Sec. 18, a sum of £50 was 
granted for a boat to run between Bonavista and Greenspond, ''for (the Act 
goes on to state) the present sum1ner ; provided, that on the expiration of the 
.present contract for the conveyance of the Mails to Fogo and Twillingate, such 
Mails shall be transmitted by way of Carbonear, Trinity, Bona vista, and 
. Greenspond.'' 

By direction of His Excellency Ker Baillie Hamilton, Esq., the Northern 
Mails were forwarded i11 this way during the past winter, but the expense of 
transit was found to be so Iarg-e that His Excellency remanded the order . 

The Mails have since been transmitted direct to Greenspond, Fogo, and 
~willing ate, as heretofore. 

I 

Seventhly.-Great difficulty is found to exist both in England and the 
Un.ited States in dealing with Public Companies for the transmission of the 
Mails by Railway. This matter has been referred to by Viscount Canning, in 
the want of arrangements for enforcing punctuality in the arrival of the Mail 
Trains, and other obstructions of the Postal service, and remarks, ''Perhaps 
it is sorne consolation to see, by the Report of the Post Master General of the 
United States, that difficulties in relation to Railways, similar to those which I 
have described, exist in that country also.'' Similar difficulties too, have an · 
existe11ce here;where the Mails are transmitted by Stean1er. 

The Merchants, Clergymen, and other Inhabitants of Carbonear have on· 
several occasions expressed their disapprovai of the manner in which the Mail 
ser:vice has been carried out by the Conception Bay Steam Company, and 
several addresses, signed by these gentlemen, have been forwarded to me, 
}>raying that the evils of which they complain, may be corrected, and I must in 
justice to the Company observe that they have, where too great a sacrifice of 
t l1eir interests have not been i11volved, cordially co-operated in affording such 
accommodation as appeared to me to be requisite. To provide, however, 
against similar conting·encies, which I find no contract however stringent 'viii 

. . 

, 
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prevent, it has been proposed by me to the Petitioners that two gentlemen from 
each of the towns of Harbor Grace., Carbonear and Brigus, shall be appointed 
to meet the Directors of the Company to fix the arrivals and departure o.f the 
Steamer for mutual accommodation, and I am happy to say, that this proposi­
tion has met their views and will be acted upon previously to new contracts 
being entered into with the Company., and I entertain no doubt of the satisfac-
tory result of the conference. · 

. 
Whilst upon this subject, I beg to remark that the greatest exertion has to be 

used in forwarding the Conception Bay Mails on the arrival of the Halifax 
Packet ; on some occasions they are despatched at so late an hour that great 
rjsk attends the sailing of the Steamer across the Bay. I more particularly 
allude to the fall of the year, when she not unfrequently has to leave the Cove 
at night, when the weather is stormy and boisterous.-It was on such an occa­
sion, in the performance of this service, that the melancholy loss of the Mail­
boat Victoria and crew occurred, and it was supp~sed that had the Mails 
arrived but half an hour before, the boat would have ·reached her destination i11 . . 

safety. 

With the view of having this evil remedied, it becomes my duty to suggest, 
• 

that a person be appointed to assort the extern letters immediately after their 
receipt frpm the Halifax Packet, whose business it shall also be to make up 

· such Local Mails as may require to be forwarded at that time . 
• 

To carry out this service \Vith efficiency it will be necessary that the party. 
who contracts for the delivery of the Mails at the Cove shall keep a horse in 
i·eadiness to convey special l\'.lails. A c?nsiderable sum is now annually 
expended for such a service. But the inconvenience and delay attendant upon 
procuring a n1ode of conveyance at the time required is very great, and in so1ne 
occasions is not to be had. 

Eighthly~-1 also beg to annex a copy of a petition from Allan Goodridge 
and others, praying that a Way-office may be established at Renews. 

This town being a~ important Fishing Establishment, I 'vould respectfully 
advise that the prayer of the petitioners be ·acceded to, particularly as the ex­
pense attendant upon this appointment '\Vould be but £4 per annum, b.eing the 
salary ot the Way-master only. 

Ninthly.-1 beg to draw His Excellency's attention to my l~tter of the 12th 
April last, addressed to the· late Colonial Secretary, the Hon. J an1es Cro\vdy, 

_ upon the necessity of an increase t.o the staff of this office, in \Vhich I pointed 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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out the overtasked strength of the present Assistants, arising from the increas­
ing duties of the department. 

. Tenthly.-The necessity of the daily attendance of a Messenger at the 
General Post Office is every day becoming more urgent, to prP.vent· the unavoid­
able delay that now frequently occurs in the delivery of late correspondence. 

Eleventhly.-1 have now the honor to draw the attention of His Excellency 
to the 10th Sec. of the 14th Vic., Cap. 4, in reference to exemption of certain 
documents and papers from postage. The terms ·used in the Act being rather 
indefinite, I beg to subjoin an extract from my Report of January 1853, upon 
this subject, with the view of the Act being amended in this particular. " To 
prevent the abuse of this privilege, as also to enable the officers of this depart­
ment to form a correct opinion in carrying out th~ intentions of the Legislature, 
I would respectfully suggest that the following conditions be observed :-First, 
that all letters, despatches, and other documents upon public business, intended 
to be sent free through the Post, shall be confined to those passing between 
one public Office and another, and shall have marked on the face of every such 
letter, the words 'On Her Majesty's Service,' also the writer's name or Office 
in the corner: as at present private individuals may, without detection, address 
their private correspondence to public officers free of charge. Secondly, that 
all books, periodical publications, pamphlets, papers ordered to be printed by 
either branch of the Legislature, and all returns, writs, and process to and 
from the Sheriffs and their Deputies (except in cases in \Vhich the Crown is a 
party) and all newspapers intended to be transmitted free by Post, be. sent 
,vithout a cover, or in a cover open at the ends or sides . 

• 
'' This Section has also been cons~rued to include the correspondence of 

Boards and Bodies appointed under the Local Act, but which I have not con­
sidered to be entitled to exemption. Such correspondence the ref ore, in all 
cases, when sent through the Post Office, have been charged with full rates of 
Jetter Postage. I therefore, trust that His Excellency will see the expediency 
of having rendered more definite the terms and meaning of the Section ref er­
red to." 

I also beg to refer His Excellency to the late Attorney General's opinion 
upon this subject, contained in a letter dated the 20th November, 1852, addres­
sed to C. Ayre., Esq., and forwarded to me for my guidance. 

Twelfth!y.-All correspondence passing _through the Imperial Post O ffi ce, 
the Postn1aster General' s excepted, are taxed with full rates of Postage, the 

• 

,. 
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same regulation is also observed in Canada, and thus, very properly, the whole 
Revenue of the Office is brought to account. and taken credit for by the several 
departments. 

. 
The Postmaster General of Canada, in his annual Report of last year, ob-

serves upon this head, that much unnecessary labor and waste of time is occa­
sioned to the department by the collection of Postage on Government and Le-

. .gislative correspondence, and recommends ''the transmission of all such matter 
through the Mail, under proper restrictions, free of Postage charge, and th~t 
in lieu thereof, a certain fixed annual sum estimated to be equivalent to the ag­
gregate of the Postage arising upon such correspondence, should be paid by the 
Receiver General to the Post Office, to be accounted for as Post Office Re­
venue." 

In my belief the adoption of such a regulation here would be but fair, as 
I'egards the Gov~rnment correspondence which pass through this office free of 
Postagej, 

.I have the honor to be, Sir, • 
- Your very obedient servant, 

W. L. SOLOMON, 
• P . .M. G. 

fhe Hon. John Kent, Colonial Secretary. 

[COPY]. 
. 

By the present arrangement, letters received by the Steamer at St. John's 
on Monday or Tuesday reach Placentia on the following Saturday or Sunday; 

· the return Mail from Placentia and the Western Shore is due at St. John's on 
the Saturday after the sailing of the Packet with the second Mails from St . 
• Tohn's, thus two Mails are despatched from St. John's before a reply to a letter 
even at Halifax can be received, (one Mail is unavoidable) the Western Mails 
laying for several days at the St. John's Post-office. By a Messenger fron1 
Placentia, carrying the Western Mails through to St. John's, a fortnight may 
be saved during the fortnightly, and one month during the monthly Mails . 

The Messenger to leave Placentia on Saturday at 2, p. m., to deliver the 
.1'1nils at St. John's on Tuesday at noon- the- week the Steamer is due at St. 
John's with the Mails-to be despatched on Wednesday at noon, provided the 
1~uropean Mails have arrived in due course, otherwise as soon a~ .possible aftet · 
t1rrival of the Mails to deliver the Mails at Placentia on Saturday following6 

' 

, 
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The Packet Boat to be ready to proceed to the Western Shore as soon as 
t11e Postmaster can despatch the Mails, as by the present arrangement tl1e 
letters fi·om the Westward will of course be despatched in steamer or sailing 
P acket earlier, S:S \Veil as the Placentia letters, by this arral)gement being 
carried out. 

The foregoing are my suggestions· as an improvement upo11 the prese11t 
P ostal arrange.ments, leaving to others equally interested in the n1atter to state 
tl1eir views on the subject. 

Placentia, 3rd October, 1854. 

(Signed) R. F. SWEETMAN 
J. L. BRADSHAW 
JAMES CROAKER 
E. CONDON, P. P. 
ALEXANDER BURKE 
A. BOUTIN 
JAMES MURPHY · 
PELAGIUS NOWLAN . 
THOMAS KEEFLER. 

"\V. L. Solomon, Esq., Post Master General. 

(C OPY.] 
St. John's, 28th February, 1855. 

SIR,- ' 
Much and serious inconvenience having been felt by persons residing 

a t a11d carrying 011 business in the district of Burin and Placentia Bay West, 
fi·om the present mode of transmitting the Mails, the subscribers beg respect-. 
fully to suggest for the consideration of H. M. Postmaster General, their views 
on this matter. 

By the plan at prese11t adopted, the Western Mails arrive in St. John's 
after the departure of tl1e Steamer for Halifax, and consequently letters for 
E 11gland, .the Colonial and Foreign p.orts, instead of proceeding promptl}T 
(often of the greatest possible importance to individual i11terests) remain at tl1e 
:Post Office in St . . John's, until the departure of the succeeding outward Mail, 
tl1ereby inconveniencing 1nore or less all persons ·engaged in trade' in those dis­
tricts, particularly in cases ,v}1ere orders f9r Insurance, for Salt, and other in­

Eiispensable supplies for the fishery, are tl1e 11urport of such letters, and whicl1 
r equire to be promptly execut~d • 

• 

, 

, 
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The plan we \vould suggest as a remedy for the present very serious cause 
of complaint is, that the Mails instead of being made up in St. John's on 
Thursday morning, should be despatched thence not later than 10 o'clock 0 11 

Wednesday, in which case they would usually arrive at Placentia on the Friday 
afternoon following. The Packet Master should be required to . start fror.a 
Placentia the first tide after the arrival of the Mails at that place, (weather 
permitting) and the Postmaster at Burin should be directed to close the Mails 
on the Wednesday following at 10 p. m., and then deliver them to the Master of 
the Packet, who should be required to depart immediately, weather permitting. 
Were such orders given by the Post Master General, and insisted on being 
fully carried out, the Western Mails would arrive at Placentia nine trips out of 
ten in ample time to be forwarded on the Saturday, and the letters intended for 

" the Mail Steamer on her return to Halifax, would be received at St. John's 
sufficiently early to be transmitted to their destination by that conveyance. 

Should the late arrival of the Mails from Halifax prevent the departure of 
the Foreign Mail for Placentia by 10, a. m., on Wednesday, thf1n to prevent 
disappointment from the non-arrival of the letters from St. John's, the l\'lail 
with the St.John's letters only, for the Westward, should be despatched on the 
morning of Thursday at latest, to insure the return of the Packet from Burin 
in proper time. 

' 

We beg also respectfully to remark for your consideration, that it is our 
decided opinion that the Mail Service between the Capital and PJacentia, could 

.• be far better performed by one Contractor than by two, and that the result by 
this individual responsibility would be greater promptitude, efficiency and con­
venience to all interested in the adoption of a more perfect system in the Mail 
Service to the Westward, besides a saving of expense to the Colony in this 

branch of the public service. · 

(Signed) GEORGE LE l\'IESSURIER 
JAMES FURLONG 
PATRICK TASKER 
R. F ALLE & Co. 

p. W. H. MARE, 
J. & W. STEWART 
NEWMAN & Co. 

p. THOMAS G. MOREY 
P. & L. TESSIER 
JOHN O 'NEILL 

p. W. W. LE MESSURIEB 
M. & R. MARSHALL 

p. W. W. LE MESSURIER 
THOMAS KEEFLER. 

W . L . Solomon, Esq., Post l\'Iaster G eneral. 

• 
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(eoPY) .. 

W. L. Solom~n, Esq., 
Post Master Genera], 

Newfoundland. 
SIR,-

St. John's, Newfo~ndland, 
2nd July, 1855. 

We, the .undersigned, engaged and connected with the Trade and 
Fisheries of Rene,vs, beg to represent that we frequently require to correspond 
by lett~r hence to Renews. In conseq~ence of there being no Way-office for 
letters at Renews, we cannot avail ourselves of sending through the Post Office, 
and trust that you will take the same into consideration, and cause a Way-office 
to be established in order to insure regular communication from hence to 'Re .. 
news and neighbourhood. 

• 

• 

ALAN GOODRIDGE 
MUDGE & CO. 
JOHN BOND 

I 

GOODRIDGE & KELLIGREW 

• 
• 

• 



"" 

• 

e 

TABLE NO. 1. 

Shewi·ng· the n1i1nber of Post Offices, Post Masters, their S_alaries, and Revenue derivable frotn each Office, with ex .. 
pense of transit, for the fiscal year ended 30th September, 1854. 

Name of Post Postmasters. 
No. of Colo- j No. of Imperial 
nial Letters Letters and Assistants, Salaries, ' ·-Net Expense of 

Office. and Papers. Papers. &c. &c . . c Revenue. Transit. 
-

Gen. Post Office W.L.Solomon, P. M. G. I 100,000 108,000 £275' 
- I .....;:., 

- ~ - -

M. Shea 100 
,. -

'' '' 
J 

- -

'' I '' I I I , I 1E. Solon1on50 . 
, . ~ 

" I '' I I I I 1J.Freeman35 "' 
c:. 

1Stationery SO " I '' I I I I . . 
' 

-· 
- -

~ :::-·~ """ 

' ' l '' I I I I 1Printing so - -
-

" I • '-' I I ~uel 4-lightl5 535 0 0 ..... 

Harbor Grace A. Drysdale 8367 25000 45 0 0 96 17 l 
Carbonear E. M. Hanrahan 3793 12000 

~ 

45 0 0 43 15 2 -
/ .... .; - .7 - -

Brigus W. T. Stentaford 3794 11000 25 0 0 41 3 9 235 0 0 
~rinity A. Buchannan 1228 4300 .15 0 .0 - 19 15. 3 140 0 0 
Bona vista John Lawrence 685 2500 15. 0 0 ~ 7 0 0 20 0 0 

' 
Twillingate Joseph J. Pearce 206 720 - 15 0 0 ~ 2 13 10 

'• . . 
Fogo J a1nes Fitzgerald 121 400 15 0 0 1 4 0 
Greenspond Lorenzo Moore 59 300 10 0 0 0 18 0 100 0 0 
Bay Bulls l\lartin Williams 52 200 - 15 0 0 0 15 6 
Ferry land John l\'.Iorey 627 1510 

I 
15 0 0 7 l 0 29 O· 0 

Trepassey John Devereux 114 300 15 0 0 I 8 3 32 0 0 
St. Mary's Hannibal Murch 150 220 . . 15 0 0 2 3 9 20 0 0 
Placentia 

1

M. Morris 572 1700 15 0 0 7 0 6 30 0 0 
Burin Thos. Birkett 780 2000 

-

15 0 · 10 7 11 130 0 0 - 0 
Harbor Briton Thos. E. Gaden , 873 1800 21,421 63,940 And Colonial -15 -- 0 0 ~ 11 14 10 110 0 0 

21,421163,9401 121,421 I 171,940 
·~ 

Total I £825 0 ol £253 18 101£846 o o 
General Post Office i 

30th September, 1854. This return embraces 3 Quarters onlx. W. L. S. ~--· - ·M. SHEA, A~ccountant. 

~ 
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TABJ~E NO. 2. 

Slieivi1ig' the ?iit·1nbe1 .. of Cont1'acts, 1iame of Coritractors, nanie of Route, a1id 1node of Co1iveya1ice, with a1iio'lt1its 

received. 

Name of Contractors. Amot1nts. 

• 
' 

Name of Route. Mode of Con .. 
veyance. 

' I I I --------~~~~----~-

Co11ception Bay Steam Navigation Company 180 0 0 )Conception Bay· -- ~· • • • • Stea1nBoat 
John Colli11s .... 130 0 0 Burin and Placentia • • • • Sailing Boat 

New Per lie.an and Trinity Peter Cole111a11 • • • • 120 0 0 • • • • Ditto 
Ph!l!p Ni~h<?lle v 

. __, ...,, - • • • • 110 ·O 0 B.urin and Harbor Breton •••• Do&Messenger 
~ 

Tl1omas Coyle 
-- ·100 ·o- o St.John's, Fogo, Greefispond,andTwillingate Ditto . . .. . . 

Wi!Jiam Cot1ghlan 40 0 0 St .. John's and Salmonier Foot M·essenger ... ..... -:... • • • • •••• 

Patrick Ryan - 32 0 0 Ferryland and Trepassey · Ditto ~ . . . . . . .. 
~h~~as Kelley 30 0 0 Placentia and Salmonier Ditto 

. . , - ~ •••• • • • • ~ 

Mattl1ew Ryan . 
.. ~ 

29 0 0 St. John's and Fffi·ryland Ditto • • • • • • • • 

Daniel ·Whela11 _ 23 8 0 Trinity and King's Cove Ditto • • • • - • • •• - "' ... 

Da111el S.,ullfvan -- • 20 . 0 0 Carbonear and New Perlican Ditto • • •• • • • • 

William Peddle ~ • • • • 20 0 0 Salmonier and ~ St. Mary's • • • • Ditto _ _... 

Willia1ri Qoughla11 10 0 0 St. John)'s and Portugal Cove 
- ·~ 

Horse & Vehicle • • • • • • • • 

Matth~w . 0 'Rielley 10 0 0 Brigus and Port-de-Grave Foot Messenger , •••• • • • • 

Francis Howell • • •• 6 0 0 South Side of Trinity Bay • • • • Ditto 
t 

Alexander Burke .: .... .,;. -' • • • • 4 0 0 Great and Little Placentia .. ' . Ditto 
. John· Bishop 15 0 0 Bonavista and King's Cove .-· · · . Ditto- -• • •• 

Tl1omas E. Collett - 10 0 0 Little Placentia and Harbor Buffett - .Boat • • •• 
• 

' £889 8 0 
I 

M. SHEA, 
Accountant. 

Post Office Department, ·~ 
30th September, 1854, . 
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TABLE NO. 3. 

Shewing th~ nitmber of Way-offices, Way-masters, and the Salaries received by those O.fficei's. 

Number of Way Office. Name of Way-Master. Salary. ·· Observations . 
• 

• 
I Garnish . . .. I Henry Campe • •••• I .4 0 0 The _Jl,eyenue .of Way;.Oflices is ~ 

- ~ 
2 Salmonier 

,_ 
Patrick Hurley I 4 0 0 ... ~ccounted~ to the Post Office to • . . . . • •• • 

~ 

3 Little Placentia .. . .. I Alexander Burke • • • • I 4 0 0 I which they are subject. II 
~ -

~ 
4 Port de Grave · .. . . . . I Matthew O'Rielley -I 4 0 0 

I· 
. II ~ . . . ' 

0- -(" - - . ,......, to 
5 King's Cove ~ Michael Murphy -4 0 0 J• ~ ~ · ~ • • •• .. ... 

,, .. - ~ 

!.,,; 

1~ 
- \ 

6 Harbor Buffett Thomas E. Collett 4 0 0 
~ 

I 
-. 

• • • • ·-. . . ~ J :::- .::_ 

• 

I. Francis Howell 
G 

7 New Perlican 4 0 0 
~ 

• • • • • . . ~ . . -
~ 

~ 

~ 

I ~ - I.I 
..-

£28 0 0 

M. SHEA, 
~ --:-· ~ ·Post Office Departn1ent ...,. ~ -

" Accountant. 
30th S eptember, 1854. 

' I 
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STATEMENT 
Of the Jl.jfairs of the "Saint John's . .Marine Insurance Company," for the year ending 10th Januai·y, 1856. 

1855. £ s d 
Dec. 31-To stock paid up £10 per 

share 2000 0 0 
Accuin-ulated stock, 185fl 2425 ~ 17 ~ 5 
Accumulated stock, 1854 2471 14 11 
Accumulated stock, 1855 3102 7 · 8 

A-mount g-iven to .the~ Patriotic . ... 
Fund 50 0 0 

Interest on paid up Capital at 
6 per cent. 120 0 0 

Bonus on ditto at 25 p~r .. cent.500 . O - O 

A~n1ount reserved to~ m~et claims 
not yet ad1nitted and for 
risks unexpired· 

£ s dl1855. l £ s d 
Dec. Sl-ByAmount paid the Stockholders and· 

given to Patriotic Fund as per 
other side 670 0 0 

- Monies on hand and securities 18107 13 8 
10000 0 0 

670 0 0 
• 

......... 

8107" 13 8 

£18.777 IS 8 £187~7~7 ~13 8 

Errors Excepted. 
St. John's, Nfld., 10th January, 1856. 

Audited and found corre.ct. 

THOMAS R. SMITH 

LEWI.S TESSIER. 

... 

Auditorse 

JOH·N· BUTLER' B·ULLEY, 

Agent. 

• 

<!:' 

s, 
ft; 
t-o 
~ 
~ 
.t::1 
..... ~ 
~ -~ 
~ 

~ 
0 
• ,, 

~ 
~ 

-.). 

• 



• 

• • 
,Jl.PPENDIX, No. 18. 

GENERAL ABSTRACT 
Of the /J.jfai1,s of the Newfoundland Marine .!J.ssurance Company, as they existed at S o'clock, p. m.,· on Thursday 

" the 10th January, 1856. 
Dr. 

To Capital Stock paid up 

Balance to credit of Provincial Insurance 

Company ...... • • •• 

Premiums on unexpired risks on joint ac­

count with the Provincial Insurance 

Company • • • • • • •• 

Premiums on unexpired risks on private 

account • • • • • • • • 

Balance to meet current claims • • • • 

£5000 ~ 0 0 

1700 7 11 

1199 0 0 

1992 12 3 

2985 2 l 

£12,777 2 s 

• ... 

By Investments in Union Bank 
p . • 

• • • • 

Cash deposited in ditto • • • • 

Bills Receivable .. ... • • • • 

Balances of accounts due and not due 

Half amount of premiums on unexpired 

risks an joint account Provincial 

Company • • • • • • • • 

' 

• 

Cr. 

£5203 16 , 7 

. 584 4 I 

1763 I 9 

4653 9 10 

599 10 0 

-

£12,777 2 3 

~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
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~ 
~ 
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Aggregate an1ount of risks taken under policies of this 
.Company since January 11th, 1855, £363,795 0 0 being on 
joint account with the Provincial Insurance Company. 

Aggregate amount of premiums charged upon said poli­
cies, £11,379 12 1 being on said joint account. 

Aggregate a1nount of current risks at this date, £11,550 
being on said joint account. 

Aggregate arnount of premiums charged for said current 
risks, £1,199 0 0 being on said joint account. 

Aggregate amount of losses paid by this Company since 
January 11th, 1855, £728 17 6 being on private account and 
the remainder on said joint account. 

Amount of dividend declared in January, 1855, the 
reserved profits at that period being £2,539 16 6. 

Amount of dividend declared in July, 1855, the reserved 
. profits at that period being £764 3 5. 

£510,586 0 0 
' 

15,578 8 6 

50, 79'5 0 I 

3, 191 12 3 

13,343 6 3 

250 0 0 

250 0 0 
Amount of Bonds for unpaid Capital as per share-list 

marked A herewith. 20,000 0 0 
E. L. JARVIS, 

Secretary. 

WE, the undersigned Directors of the Ne,vfoundland Marine Assurance 
Company, do certify that the Books of the Corporation indicate the facts above 
stated by the Secrefary thereof, and that we have full confidence in the truth 
of this return. 

ROBERT PROWSE, President. 
PATRICK TASKER 
J. MACGREGOR 
LAURENCE O'BRIEN 
JAMES S. CLIFT 
WALTER GRIEVE 

Directors. 

I, EDWARD L. JARVIS, Secretary of the Newfoundland Marine Assurance 
Company, do s'vear that the Return hereunto annexed exhibits a true state of 
the affairs of the said . Company up to the time therein named. 

S\rorn to before me at St. John's, 
this 2nd day of February, 1856. 

P. "\'V. Carter, Jo P. 

EDWARD L. JARVIS. 
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[A] 

PARTICULAR STATEMENT 

Shewing the names of the Stockholders in the Newfou1ndland Marine .!l.ssu1~­
ance Compa1iy 01i the 10th January, 1856 ; the number of Shares held by 
each, the amou1its paid itp, the a1nounts secured b~ Bond~, and the names 
of the Stockholde1rs' sureties respectively. 

Stockholders. Shares Paid. Sureties. Bonds . 

• 
Laurence O'Brien 60 £300 James Furlong. 1200 
James J. Grieve 40 200 Jam es Cormack 800 
Robert Prowse 60 300 H. K. Dickenson 1200 
Henry K. Dickenson 60 300 Robert Prowse 1200 
John Munn 40 200 Wm. Donnelly 800 
Kenneth McLea 15 75 Win. Donnelly 300 
James S. Clift 30 150 Wm. M. Barnes 600 
James Furlong 59 295 L. O'Brien 1180 
rf. Harrison Ridley 20 100 John Munn 400 
Wm. Henry Ridley 20 100 John Munn 400 
William Donnelly 20 100 John Munn 400 
John I. Roddick 20 100 John Munn 400. 
Peter G. Tessier 20 100 W. H. Mare 400 
Williain L. Solomon 20 100 Alexander Mitchell 400 
John Barron 20 100 Jas. ·w. Prowse 400 
James J. Rogerson 10 50 Wm. M. Barnes 200 
Philip Duggan 20 100 Nicholas Cusack 400 
William M. Barnes 20 100 J as. S. Clift 400 
Patrick 'f asl{er 30 150 David Steele 600 
John Bond 20 100 Jas. McLaughlan 400 
David Steele 20 100 Patrick Tasker 4~00 
Richard O'Dwyer 20 100 L. O'Brien 400 
Nicholas Cusack 20 100 P. Duggan 400 ' 
James Cormack 20 100 Jas. J. Grieve 400 
Robert Pack 20 100 ·Jas. J. Rogerson 400 
James Crowdy 12 60 Joseph Crowdy 240 
Joseph Crowdy 12 60 Jam es Crowdy 240 
Nicholas Mudg~ 10 50 John Bond 200 
Alexander Mitchell 10 50 John Macgregor 200 
John O'Mara 10 50 J. J. Geran 200 
Laurence l\laccassey 10 50 Wm. Hogan 200 
William Hogan 10 I 50 Laurence Maccassey 200 
Edward White 10 50 Thos. B. Job 200 
W. W. LeMessurier 10 50 Jas. B. W oocl 

.. 
260 

For,vard 798 1£ 3990 Forward £15960 

• 
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[A] 

PARTICULAR STATEMENT 

• 

Sliewiftg the names of the Stockholders in the Newf ouridland Marine JJ.ssur­
ance Company on the 10th 3aniiar.y, 1856 ; tlie rl/U/1nbe1~ of Sliares lield by 
each, the a1noiirits paid up, the amoiints seciired by Bonds, and the fi.ames 
of the Stockholders' sii1~eties respectively. (Continued.) 

Stockholders. 

Forward 
Wm. H. Mare 
Edward M. Archibalcl 
J as. McLaughlan 
William Parsons 
John H. Cozens 
Philip Hutchings 
James Chalmers 
J<tmes Cullen 
Walter Dillon 
Henry Winton 
Thomas Avery 
Charles Cro\vdy 
Edward Bowring 
John MacGregor · 
Lewis Tessier 
John J. Geran 
Joseph Noad (in trust) 
Nicholas Stabb 
Robert H. Prowse 
James W. Prowse 
Walter Grieve 

Totals 

.. 

' 

. . 

Shares 

798 
10 . 
10 -
10 
10 
6 
6 

- 6 
4 
2 
2 

20 
10 
10 
15 
10 
10 

4 
2 

18 
17 
20 

1000 

Paid. 

£3990 
5() I 

50 
50 
50 
30 
30 
so 
20 
10 
IO · 

100 
50 
50· 
75 
50 
50 
20 
10 
90 
85 

100 

£5000 

S11reties. 

Forward 
P. G. Tessier 
J as. J. Grieve 
John Bond 
John Munn 
Henry Winton 
John Bowring 
John MacGregor 
Richard O'Dwyer 
Patrick Hearn 
J. H. Cozens 
Thos. R. Smith · 
Joseph Crowdy 
Jam es S. Clift 
James Chalmers 
W. H. Mare . 
John O'Mara 
E. L. Jarvis 
Ewen Stabb 
H. K. Dickenson 
H. K. Dickenson 
James Cormack 

I 

Bonds. 

£1.5960 
200 
200 
200 
200 
120 
120 
120 
30 
40 
40 

400 
200 
200 
300 
200 
200 
80 
40 

360 
34:0 
400 

£20000 

EDWARD L. JARVIS. 
Sec1'eta1·y. 
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JJ.PPEJVDIX, No. 19. 

EVIDENCE 

Taken before a Select Committee of the Council o·n the Pilots' /let .flmend­
ment Bill. 

/ 

GEORGE BENNETT, Esq., Assistant Collector, states that the difference 
between the old and new mode of measurement of vessels is about ten per 
cent. 

JAMES BAILIE, Esq., says the average of 14 vessels under the ''old new" 
measurement is about seven and a quarter per cent.? but he thinks ~hat the 
average may be fairly taken at about eight per cent. 

J.B. BuLLEY, Esq.-It is difficult to ascertain the earnings of Pilots, but 
·he should say that it amounts to about £65 to £75 per man, per annum. This 
is independent of anything they might obtain froi_n assistance afforded to V esse1s 
as Hobblers. Very few complaints have been .. made of the conduct of the Pi-­
lots for the last year or two. There are 21 Pilots. The greater part of the 
Pilotage is earned by the bringing in of a Vessel-the taking her out is a 
mere bagatelle: · Vessels between 100 and 118 tons will be charged 10s. more 
lt.nder the new Bill than under the old one. 

150 to 200 Ton Vessels will be affected to the extent of 15s. 
220 Tons will pay an increase of •••• 10s. 
220 to 270 ditto • • • • 30s. 
300 ditto • • • • .. 20s. 
300 to 400 ditto • • • • 40s. 
400 to 500 ditto • 60s. • • • • 

500 to 600 ditto • • • • 80s. 
600 to 700 ditto • • • • lOOs. 
700 to 800 ditto • ••• 120s. 

The measurement of Foreign Vessels is ·more nearly the old· Carpenter's 
ineasurement than the new. Thinks there is additional trouble in bringing in a 
Foreign Vessel-but it would be well to define on what measurement Foreign 
Vessels should pay for Pilotage. 

If a Tug Steamer were to take Vessels in, from outside the Narrows, the 
Pilots' rate of Pilotage might be reduced-but. not redu~ed if the Vessel is 
brought into the Harbor from ' ' the Narrows." 

.. 
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Is of opinion the rate of Pilotage under the old Act, up to 250 tons, should 
remain as it is, but after that tonnage it should be increased. 

The rule in England is, if vessels return to port the same day they go out, 
the Pilotage is reduced one half, and thinks it should apply here. 

Recommends that Vessels hoist a light a mile outside of Cape Spear, 
either at the Jib-boom, or Mast-head. · 

There is less trouble bringing in a Steamer than a Sailing Vessel-Steam­
ers therefore ought not to pay at the same rate per ton-and recommends that 
they pay according to their Horse-power. 

l\'lr. P. CuMMINGs-Considers present amount of Pilotage sufficiently high 
-situation of Pilot is much sought after-considers the class as well paid. 

Recommends that the Light hoisted outside Cape Spear, should be on the 
°"reather yard-arm of Vessels, so as to shew clear of all sails. 

JoHN V1NECOMBE, Pilot-ls not desirous that all Vessels should pay an 
increased rate of Pilotage, but only in proportion to their new rate of tonnage. 

Large Vessels should pay in proportion to the small Vessels-Vessels of 
180 tons pay (under the present Act) sufficient. Vessels under 80 tons should 
pay 40s. 

It is more troublesome to bring in or take out a Vessel of 800 than of 400 
tons-having, to take her out, to wait and watch for a favourable time. Pilots 
a re cut one-third of the Pilotage (both ways) in and out when boarded inside 
of Cape Spear, they should be cut on the inward Pilotage only. 

Vessels of War of all nations should pay more than they do under the 
present Act . 

Thinks if a light be hoisted a· mile outside Cape Spear, that would be far 
enough off. Fractional parts of tonnage of Vessels not to pay Pilotage. Any 
Vessel tal~ing a P ilot outside the limits, may make an agreement with the mas­
ter of her, and if a Vessel is compelled to go into a neighboring outport, or ser­
vice is performed by the Pilot outside the limits, with the consent of the Cap­
tain, the Pilot shall be paid such sum as the Commissioners of Pilots may judge 
proper . Foreign Vessels to pay on their own Registered Tonnage, or on the 
certificate of the Register of the Vessel, as admeasured by the proper officer 
here. No merchant or mail ship to pay more than £12. 

2nd May; 1856~ 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
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EVIDENCE 

Take1i by a Select Committee of the Coiincil on the Seal a1id other :E'isheries .. 
R~gulatio1i Bill. 

Messrs. JAMES PITTS 
CHARLES PowER 

TERENCE HALLAHAN 

JAMES McLouGHLAN 

NATHAN NORMAN 

PETER CUMMINGS 

THOMAS KNIGHT-anti 
JAMES LYNCH, 

Agree that the Sealing voyage should be continued until the 20th May-the 
10th being too early. · 

1st SE0~10N.-:-Mr. Pitts is of opinion that the men called on to work be­
fore the 1st May, should be allowed ls. 6d. a day for diet. 

2nd' SECTION.-All agree that the blank in this Section ·of the Bill should 
be filled up with the words ''not exceeding five pounds.'' · 

3rd SECTION.-Mr. James McLoughlan is of opinion that persons signing 
the Agreement, and not entering on his duties, should be subject to five months' 
imprisonment. 

~r. Peter Cum1nings recommends that any party neglecting his duty should 
' pay a fine of £5-or be subject to imprisonment for 30 days. 

4th SECTION.-lt is generally agreed that the blank in this Section should 
be filled up with the words ''five pounds or 30 days' imprisonment.'' 

Mr. McLoughlan, however, thinks the term of imprisonment should be 
five months. 

5th ·SE c T ION .-All agree that the blank in this Section should be filled up 
with the words ''five pounds.'' 

. 
6th SECTION.-Mr. Hallahan is of opinion that ·this Section should be 

stricken out. 

l\lessrs. Cummings, No1·man and others, are of opinion that the l\'Iastcr 
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and Owner only should have the direction of the Vessel, and be the judge of 
the necessity and propriety of her making a second trip to the Ice. 

Messrs. Power, Norman, Cummings and others, are of opinion that if the 
majority of the crew of a Vessel desire to go on a second trip up to the 5th 
April, the Master and Owners shall be compelled to make such second trip, 
notwithstanding they may not be desirous of doing so. 

Messrs. Knight, T. Hallahan, and Pitts, think the date should be from the 
5th to the 15th of April. 

Mr. Pitts recommends a new Section to the effect that any person disobey­
ing the lawful commands of the Master, and compelling him to give up the 
voyage before he shall desire to do so, and to return to Port in opposition to his 
wishes, shall be liable to be imprisoned three months, or to pay a fine of Three 
Pounds. ' 

It is generally considered that the imprisonment in the foregoing case should 
be six months-but Mr. Hallahan thinks the imprisonment should not be less 
than 12 months, and all agree that this new Section should be very rigid. 

Bread should be supplied to the Sealing crew at the rate of a bag each, 
and other provisions in proportion. 

- Mr. McN eill enters. 

8th SEcT~oN.-Eight of the Evidence are for ls. for the Medical Chest,. 
and two for 9d. 

2nd 1'1ay, 1856. 
PRESENT : 

TERENCE HALLAHAN 

PA TRICK Monn1s 
JAMES . PITT.S 

THOMAS BUTLER 

PETER CUMMINGS 

CHARLES PowER 

JAMES LYNCH, 

10th SECTION.-Mr. Morris is of opinion that the party absenting himself 
should be fined or imprisoned at the option of t4e Magistrate . 

• 
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Mr.} Pitts agrees with Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Hallahan thinks the party should be fined only. 

All agree that sharemen should be subject to the same rules and conditions 
as are servants absenting themselves. 

I 

11th SECTION.-Unanhnously recommended that a sum riot exceeding .five 
pounds, shall be forfeited by the servant-and also that in May, June, July and 
August, two days' absence should make him to be considered a Deserter-and 
after these months, ten days-and further, that any person shipping and employ­
ing a servant after notice given of his being already shipped, be subject to a 

heavy fine. 

12th SEcTION.--:-Agreed to unanimously-that the sharemen be placed in 
the same position as the servant as respects attachment-and that at the end of 
this section it should. be added ''that in case of loss of a v:essel or boat while 
proceeding to or prosecuting the fishery, whereby the master is rendered incapa­
ble of prosecuting it, the servants may claim for such portion of their wages 

" 
as may be due at the time of such loss, and for two w.eeks longer. The ser-
vants and sharemen to be then at liberty to provide for themselves." 

Mr. Morris is of opinion, that in case a vessel going to the Laprador is 
lost, the planter should be subject to pay the servant his wages for the time he 
is engaged. 

If 011 the return voyage the vessel is lost, the whole wages .. should be ·paid 

to the servant. 

It is the ge~eral opinion that on such loss occurring after the 1st of Sep- · 
t err1ber, no deduction of wages should be made. 

Mr. T. Hallahan says-where no part of the voyage is on shore, the ser­
. vant should be paid his w~ges to the time of the loss of the vessel and no 

longer. 

Mr. Power-the servant should be paid to the time of loss of the vessel, 
\vi th reference to the Labrador Fishery. 

'Messrs. Pitts and Butler agree \Vi th l\'Ir. Po\ver with reference to the Fishc 
t:~ry generally, for ten days atter. 

~ All agree that any servant shipping for a service he is not co1npctent to · 
f' crf orm, should be mulcte~ in his wages~ 
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PETITION 

Of Siipe1"i1ite·ndent of Newfoiirtdlaiid School Soc~ety, {01" usua.l Grant. 

To the Honourable the Legislative Cou1ncil in, Gene1'·al 
Session, co1ivened-

The Memorial of Juhnstone Vic~rs, Clerk, Superintenden.t of the.New­
toundland School Society in connexion \vith the Colonial Church and School 
Society, 

HUMBLY SHEWETH-

. That yo;ur memorialist begs to express his sincere and cordial gratitude 
to your Honorable House for the encouragement and support vouchsafed dur­
ing many years past "to the Newfoundland School Society, through who~e in­
strumentality upwards of Twenty Thousand persons of all ranks and denomina­
tions have reaped the advantages of a pr.actical, moral and religious education. 

¥our memorialist solicits ~he attention of your Honorable House to the 
accompanying abstract, shewing that in the past year the sum of £153 has been 
laid out repairing School-houses, and that, of the £2,250 expended by the So­
ciety no less than £1,840 \Ver{' contributed by parties in the mother country 
anxious to protnote the welfare of children in th.is Qolony. ' 

. 
Your memorialist humbly requests your llonorable House to take into . . 

your grave consideration the following statements :-that Forty Agents of the 
Society are annually imparting to aQout Three Thous~nd of the rising genera­
t ion the blessings of usefql instruction and training them up in habits of piety, 
sobriety, order and dutiful subn1ission to constituted authorities ; that two Infant 

• 

Schools,one inSt.John's and another inGreenspond, containing to~ether upwards 
of TwoHundredScholarsfrom t\,vo to seven years of age, are in activ.e and beneficial 
operation ; that the Society, anxious to excite in the Inhabitants a desire for 
their O\Vll advancement and to promote a spirit of self-dependence, have, \Vith 
a vie\V of affording them opportunities of effecting this· object, opened a Train-

., ing Institution, \vherein already a number of Teachers have obtained an 
acquaintance \vith the modern system of education, and others been trained for 
the office of Schopl l\iasters and Mistresses ; and that large quantities of 
,vearing apparel continue to be imported by the Society and distributed to 
children of all denominations \vhose parents are not in circumstances to provide 

·them 'vi th clothing suitable for their attending School in the winter season . 

.. 

• 

' 



220 

Jl.PPEJVDIX, No. 21 . 

. 
Your memorialist has, during th'e past summer, at considerable expense, 

visited and inspected twenty-four of the thirty-two Schools under the Society, 
and deems it his duty to say that though, considering all circumstances, they 
are in a state highly creditable to the Teachers, yet the whole system of educa­
tion and the character and condition of the buildings and premises are tar be­
low the standard he desires to be attained, and cannot bear a con1parison with 
educational establishments in other countries ; and that whilst the Society are 
called on to occupy so many stations with the limited funds at their disposal, 
neither Teachers nor Schools can arrive at a thoroughly efficient state. 

Your memorialist deeply regrets to inform your Honorable House that, 
owing to the heavy demands made upon the incomes of the Society-supporters 
in Britain-the Society entertain serious apprehensions that it will become their 
most painful duty to diminish their grants to many of the Colonies for this year, 
unless their appeal recently made to the Christian public be responded to with 
unusual liberality. 

Your memorialist, in conclusion, indulges a confident and well grounded 
hope that your Honorable House, after viewing the past and present labours 
of the Society and reflecting on the incalculable blessings communicated to all 
classes through their Agencies, will conclude the Institution to be fully deserv­
ing your most favourable consideration and possessing an undoubted claim on 
your liberal support; and he urgently, yet n1ost respectfully, prays your 
Honorable House, not only to vote the accustomed grant, but also to bestow 
upon the Society such additional amount as will enable them to carry on their 
operations with increased energy and with enlarged advantage to the Colony. 

And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

St. John's, February 1st, 1856. 

JOHNSTONE VICARS, 

Superintendent. 



• 

-

The Newfoundland SciiofJl Society in Connexion with the Colonial Church and Scho,ol Society iii account-with the 
Treasurer for the Year ending the 31st December, 1855. -

Dr. · . Cr • 
. 

To amount paid to the Superintendent and 

Teachers •••• £1,767 14 0 

Amount paid for repairing School-houses 153 8 2 

Amount paid for Books, Maps and. appa-

rat us • ••• 

Amount paid for Rents, Stationery, ~oard 

of persons whilst training, irave]ling 

120 0 0 

expenses, Fuel arid other incidentals 210 7 9 

£2,251 9 11 

By a1nount of Goverrime;nt Grant £500 stg. £576 18 5 

Amount of voluntary contributions and 

Fees for Tuition in Newfoundland 333 16 8 

Amount received from Parent Society · 1,340 14 0 

£2,251 9 11 

Errors Excepted, 

JOHNSTONE VICARS, 

Superintendent~ 
. The value of the Clothing fol' the J>oof Children is not inclu'ded ill the above account. 
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RETURNS 

Of Schools under the Newfoundland School rsociety, 1$55. 

I , 

• 

Jl,emarks. 
• 

c..... • ~ ~ o ..rs o cu No. of Scholars. 
Districts where · g · ~ ------..... --~-----~ 

Schools are situate. ~ ~ ~ ~ Male. Female: Total. 
rn E-t 

St. John's 6 8 21'7 207 . 424 ·~he cost to Go-

Brig us 4 - 4 130 110 240 vernment (of each 
' 

Harbor Grace 4 6 214 194 } 
f 

~08 child's education , 
• 

Bay Roberts 4 176 129 ; 305 is und-er four shil-
' 

~ 

Trinity, West 1 2 53 40 93 lings a ye,ar. 

, Trinity, ~North 3 90 81 171 .-.. 

Bonavista, South 1 1 70 60 130 

Bona vista, North · 5 6 - 208 210 -418 
~ 

.. 
I 

Fogo ( .. 11 I . 25 $0 55 

Twillingate l I ~ 51 45 96 No p,ortion of the 

Fortune Bay I 2 35 50 85 sums ~pprop~iated 

Bona vista, West 1 2 ·34 84 to the Boards is 

Placentia I ·22 23 
\ 

45 given for the surJ-

· port of the t\vo 

•• 32 1341 1213 2554 last Schools" 
• 

• 
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.O.P.PENDIX, No. 22. 

PETITION 

Of the Manager of the Bank of British North J!.merica on, the subject of the 
Bill entitled ".!J.n .9.ct to provide for Limited Partnerships.'' 

To the ;Honorable the _President and Members of the Legis­
lative Cou1icil of New/ oundland. 

The Memorial of the undersigned, Manager of the Bank of Bri.tish North 
An1erica, · 

SHEWETH-

That your memorialist has observed that a Bill is depending before 
your Honorable House, entitled -" An Act to provide for Limited Partnerships," 
as to the generaI ·policy of which your memorialist does not venture to offer any 
opinion, as be!ng without his province to do so. .He would, however, respect­
fully solicit the attention of your Honorable House to the 20th and 21st 
Sections .of the Bill, which .might, in his jqdgment, occasion much difficulty, 
and unduly restrict the freedom of business to Banking Institutions, and to . 
Commerce at large .. 

That your memorialist does not take .it upon him to suggest the special 
a1nendment of which these Sections ~ay be susceptible, leaving the considera­
t ion of that subject to your H~norable House, in the confident expectation that 
you. will adopt such provisions in the Bill as will have the effect of continuing 
unfettered the legitimate operations of Trade. 

ANDREW MILROY, 

Manager. 
t . • John's, Newfoundland, l 

18th March, 1856. S 

. I 
• 

• 

, 

• 

• 



224 

APBEJVDlX, :/Vo. 23 . 
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PETITION 

Of the Inhabitants of· Port de Grave, for aid towards the Establishment of a 
Commercial School in .that town. 

To the Honorable Her .Majesty's Legislative Council in, 
Session Convened. 

The Petition of the Inhabitants of Port de Grave :-

Humbly beg to lay before your Honorable House your Petitioners' 
views and wishes on a matter which your Petitioners conceive to be of vital 
concern, and which your Petitioners have taken this early opportunity of bring­
ing before the notice of your Honorable House. 

Your Petitioners would humbly shew, that while the neighboring Districts 
are provided with Commercial Schools, thereby enabling them to procure a 

suitable education for their children, the central part of Port de Grave labors 
under a disadvantage for want of such a School as would ensure your Peti­
tioners' children that instruction which is requisite and necessary to fit thern 
for the business and duties of life in general ; and your Petitioners are there­
fore of opinion, that in a community where the generality of the population 
are engaged in the business of the sea, Navigation ought to claim a share of 
attention and not totally neglected as it is at present, for there is not a singJe 
School in Port de Grave where this i~portant branch of Education is taught. 
Efficient and useful Education is a subject your Petiti~ners judge to be of the 
highest consideration, and second to no other in point of irnportance . 

. 
Your Petitioners would further beg to ·submit, that if you~ Honorable 

House will grant the sum of Forty ·Pounds towards maintaining a Commercial 
School, your Petitioners will ensure the remaining amount requisite to complete . 
an income which will command the services of a con1petent Teacher for so 
desirable an object. 

Your Petitioners would further pray, that your Honorable House will take 
the matter under your consideration, and afford such aid and assistance as the 
judgment of your ~onorable House may dictate, and the requisiteness of this 
most important subject calls for. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

.. 

• 
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Thomas Butler 
John Kehoe 
Peter Butler 
Matthew O'Rielly 
Robert:Hampton 
John Efford 
John Bussy 
Abraha1n Bussy 
Isaac Bussy 
John H. Andrews 
John Andrews, jr. 
William Efford 
Frederick Burnham 
Robert Kehoe 

· Timothy Cowley 

James Gahan 
Peter Abbott 
James Dwyer 
James McCarthy 
Michael Riely 
Patrick Riely 
James Delaney 
Patrick Cowley 
Richard Hennebury 
Patrick Kenney 
Frederick Kenney 
Thomas Delaney 
Mark Hennebury 
Patrick Forristal 
Thomas Forristal 
Jacob Hall . 

.!lPPENDIX, No. 24. 

PETITION 

Of D. B. Holbrook. 

' 

J · 

To the Honorable the President and the Honorable the Me1nbei'S 
of the Legislative Cou1icil of Newfoundland. 

The Petition of D. B. Holbrook, of New York, Merchant, 

HUMBLY SHEWET;H-
.. 

That there is now before your Honorable House, a Bill sent up to you 
by the House of Assembly, entitled ''An Act to amend the Act for the Incor­
poration of the New York, Newfoundland and ~on~on Telegraph Co~pany." 

.. 
That the said Bill is a private Bill in its object, its substance and its 

name. 

That this Honorable House have considered it a private Bill, and required 
that the Fees prescribed to be paid to the Officers of this Honorable House on 
private Bills, should be paid, or guaranteed, before it should be allowed to be 
read a second time, and such Fees were accordingly guaranteed. 
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-
That the Act for the Incorporation of the said "New York, ·Newfound­

land, and London Telegraph Company,'' which the present Bill is intended to 
amend, was passed in derogation of .the vested rights of your Petitioner, which 
had been ·guaranteed to him by an Act of the Legislature of this Colony, and 
also was passed under a misapprehension of facts, and without your Petitioner' s 
knowledge or consent. 

That the rights and interests of your Petitioner, and of others not resident 
in Newfoundland, would be deeply affected by the Bill now before your 
Honorable House. , , 

That for the protection of tl}e rights of parties under private Bills, the 
42nd and 43rd Rules ot your Honorable House are provided. 

That your Petitioner has not consented, and does not consent to, but most 
respectfully protests against the provisions of the said Bill, and against them 
passing into law. 

He therefore humbly prays that your Honorable House will protect his 
interests in the premises, and not pass the said .Bill until the requirements of 
the Standing Rules of your Honorable House shall, in regard thereto, be 
complied with. 

And in duty bound; he wili ever pray. 

DARIUS B. HOLBROOK, 

By his Agent, BRYAN RoBINSON. 

21st April, 1856. 
.. 

.. 

Jl.PPENDIX, No. 25. 

MEMORIAL 

Of Benjamin Greer Garrett, for a Retiring .!J.llowa1ice. 

To the Honorable the President, a1id the Hono1 .. able the 
Members of tlie Legislative Council, in Session 
Convened. 

The 1'Iemorial of Benjamin ~reer Ga;rrett, ·Sheriff of the Central 

District) 
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HuM!LY SHEWETH-

That MemoriaJist was nominated Chief C.ler~ and Registrar of the . 
Southern Circuit Court, and sworn into Office 2nd Janu~ry, 1826, in whi~h 
Office.he continued, until 17th October, 1835, when Memorialist was appointed 
Sheriff of Newfoundland, and as such became entif1ed to aJ~ tJie fees and 
emoluments of the said Office. 

• • • .... 

That in 1843, the Government desirous of doing away with the system of .. 
paying Public Officers by Fees, enquired into those received by Memorialist, 
by virtue of his said office, when the Legislature passed the Commutation Act, 
·vie. 6, Cap. 22, giving Memorialist the fixed sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds per annum in lieu of the Fees of Office he had hitherto received, and 
although this sun1 was less than that Memorialist had previously enjoyed, still as 

. it \Vas an arrangement desired by the Government, Memorialist acquiesced when 
bis consent was subsequently deemed necessa~y by the Right Honorable the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, before Her Majesty's assent being given 
to the said Act of the Legislature. 

That in 1847, the Legislature, desirous of dividing Memorialist's Bailiwick 
into three, and appointing two independent Sheriffs where Memorialist had 
hit~erto deputies, notwithstanding this loss of patronage he did not make any 
opposition thereto on _the Legisla~ure passing a permanent Act appointing him 
Sheriff of the Central District, and reserving to Memorialist the full salary he . 
had hitherto enjoyed as Sheriff of the :whole IslanCI. 

That on the introduction into this Colony of the system of Responsible 
Goverq.ment, last year, your Honorable Body deemed it n-ecessary to .pass an . , 

Act to provide for all the Official Salaries of the Public Officers in the Colony, 
in this Memorialist's Salary was fixed at Five Hundred Pounds, causing a 
i·eduction to him of no less than one-third of the Salar-y he had enjoyed by 
virtue of his Office for il~early twent~ years. 

That Memorialist has been ·forty-fiv:e ~ears in the ser.vice of ·his country, 
thirty-one of which have been in that of the Local Government, and that as 
Memorialist is · becoming infirim, and is suffering in domestic afiliction, he is 
desirous of retiring from active life. 

• 
.. 
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Memorialist therefore, for the foregoing reasons, prays that your Honora­
ble Body may be pleased to take his case into your favourable consideration, 
and grant a retiring allowance sufficient to support Memorialist and his family 
in his declining years. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

B. G. GARRETT. 
St. John's, 7th May, 1856. 

• 
Jl.PPENDIX, No. 26. 

ANNO DECIMO OCTAVO AND DECIMO NONO. 

· VICTORIJE REGIN~. 

CAP. XCI. 

An Act to facilitate the Erection and Maintenance of Colonial Light-houses, 

and otherwise to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 . 

• 
.. [14th JJ.ugust, 1855.] 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make Provision for facilitating the erection 

and maintenance of Light-houses in the British Possessions abroad, and other­

wise to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 : Be it therefore enacted by 

the Queen's n1ost Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 

Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present · Parliament as­

sembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :-

1.-This· Act may be cited as ''The Merchant Shipping Act A1nendrnent 

• 
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Act, 1855," and shall be taken to be Part of the Merchant Ship- Short Title of Act. 
17 & 18 Viet. c. 104. 

ping Act,, 1854, and shall be construed accordingly. 

11.-In any Case in which any Light-house, Buoy, or Beacon 
has been or is hereafter erected or placed on or near the Coasts of 
any British Possession, by or with the Consent of the Legislative 
Authority of such Possession, Her Majesty may, by Order in 
Council, fix such Dues in respect thereof, to be .Paid by the Owner 
or Master of every Ship which passes the same or derives Benefit 
therefrom, as Her Majesty may deem reasonable, and may in like 
Manner from Time to Tin1e increase, diminish, or repeal such Dues, 
and from the Time specified in such Order for the Commencement 
of the Dues thereby fixed, increased, or diminished the same shall 
be Jeviable throughout Her Majesty's Dominions, in manner her~in· 
after mentioned. 

111.-No such Dues as aforesaid shall be levied in any Colony 
unless and until the Legislative Authority in such Colony has, 
either by Address.Lto the Crown, or by an Act or Ordinance duly 
passed, signified its Opinion that the same ought to be levied in such 
Colony. 

. IV.-'rhe said Dues shall in the United Kingdom be collected 
by the same Persons by whom, and by the same Means, in the same , 

Manner, and subject to the same Conditions, so far as Circumstan-
ces permit, by, in, and subject to which the Light Dues leviable 
under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, are collected, and shall in 
each British Possession abroad be collected by such Persons as the 
Governor of such Possession abroad may appoint for the Purpose, 
and shall be collected by the same Means, in the same Manner, and 
subject t9 the same Conditions, so far as Circumstances permit, 
by, in, and subject to which the Ligh~ Dues leviable under the Mer­
chant Shipping Act, 1854, are . paid and collected, or by such other 
Means, in such other Manner, and subject to such other Conditions 
as the Legislative Authority in such Possession may direct. 

V.-All Dues levied under this Act shall be paid over to Her 
Majesty's Paymaster General at such Times and in such Manner as 
the Board of Trade may direct, and shall be applied, paid and dealt 
with by him, for the Purposes hereinafter mentioned, in such Manner 
as such Board may direct. 

' 

Colonial Lighthouses· 

Her Majesty may by 
Order in Council fix 
Dues for Colonial 
Ligh th.ouses. 

No such Dues to be 
levied in any Colony 
without the Consent 
of the Colonial 
Legislature-

Mode of collecting 
the said Dues. 
17 & 18 Viet. c. 104. 
ss. 399, 400, 401. 

Dues to be paid over 
to Her Majesty's Pay .. 
master Geueral. 

' 
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VI.-The Dues levied under the Authority of this Act in respect 
of any such Light-house, Buoy, or Beacon as aforesaid shall, after 
deducting any Expenses incurred in collecting the same, be applied 
for the Purpose of paying the Expenses incurred in erecting and 
maintaining such Light-House, Buoy, or Beacon, and for no other 
Purpose whatever. 

VII.-For the purpose of constructing or repairing any such 
Light-house, Buoy, or Beacon as aforesaid, the Board of Trade inay 
raise, upon the Security of the Dues to be levied in respect thereof, 
such Sums of Money as they may deem fit; and the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty's Treasury, out of any Monies which may be pro­
vided by Parliament, the Public Works Loan Commissioners, or any 
otlwr Person or Body of Persons, may advance the same accordingly, 
such Advances to be made in the same Manner, with the same 
Powers, and subject to the same Provisions, so ·rar as Circumstances 
permit, in, with, and subject to which, under the Merchant Ship­
ping Act, 1854, Advances may be made upon the Security of the 
Mercantile Marine Fund for the Construction and Repair of Light­
houses in the United Kingdom. 

VIIJ..-Accounts shall be kept of all Suins expended in the 
Construction, Repair, or Maintenance of every Light-house, Buoy, 
or Beacon in the British Possessions abroad for which Dues are 
levied under the Authority of this Act, and of the Dues received in 
respect thereof, in such Manner as the Board of Trade may direct, 
and shall be laid before Parliament annually ; and the said Accounts 
shall be audited in such Manner as Her Majesty may by Order ·in 
Council direct. 

• 

IX.-Any Person who, in any Declaration made in the presence 
of or produced to any Registrar of Shipping, in pursuance of the 
Second Part of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, or in any Docu­
ments or other Evidence produced to such Registrar, wilfully makes, 
or assists in making or procures to be made, any false Statement 
concerning the Title to or the Ownership of or the Interests existing 
in any Ship, or any Share or Shares in any Ship, or who utters, pro­
duces, or makes use of any Declaration or Document containing any 
such false Statement, l\no,ving the sa111e to be false, shall be guilty 
of a Misdemeanor . 
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. X.-Shares in Ships registered under the said Merchant Ship­
ping Act, 1854, shall be deemed to be included in the word "Stock," 
as defined by the Trustee Act, 1850, and the Provisions of such last-
1uentioned Act shall be applicable to such Shares accordingly. 

XI.-In any Case in which any Bill of Sale, Mortgage, or 
other Instrument for the Disposal or Transfer of any Ship, or any 
Share or Shares therein or of any Interest therein is made in any 
Form or contains any Particulars other than the Form and Particu­
lars prescribed and approved for the Purpose by or in pursuance of 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, no Registrar shall be required to 
record the same without the express Direction of the Con1missioners 
of Her Majesty's Customs. 

• 
XIl.-Upon the Transfer of the Registry of a Ship from one 

Port to another, the Certificate of Registry required by the Ninetieth 
Section of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, to be delivered up for 
that Purpose, may be delivered up to the Registrar of either of 
such Ports. 

XIII.-The Con1missioners of Custo1ns may, with the Consent 
of the Board of Trade, exempt any Pleasure Yacht from the Provi­
sion contained in the Thirty-fourth Section of the Merchant Ship­
ping Act, 1854, which requires the N an1e of every Ship and the 
Port to which she belongs to be painted on her Stern. 

XIV.-The Owner of any Ship which is measured under Rule 
II. contained in the Twenty-second Section of the Merchant Ship­
ping Act, 1854, may at any subsequent Period apply to the Commis­
sioners of Customs to have the said Ship measured under Rule I. 
containe4 in the Twenty-first Section of the same Act, and the said 
Commissioners may thereupon, and upon Payment of such Fee not 
exceeding Seven Shillings and Sixpence for each Transverse Section 
as they may authorize, direct the said Ship. to be remeasured accord­
ingly, and the Number denoting the Register Tonnage shall be 
altered accordingly. 

. XV.-The Copy or Transcript of the Register of any British 

. Ship '"'·hich is kept by the Chief Registrar of Shipping at the Cus­
ton1 I-louse in London, or by the Registrar General of Seamen un­
der the Direction of Her Majesty's Commissioners of Customs or 
of the Board of Trade, shall have the same Effect to all intents and 

Shares in Shipping 
within the Trustee 
Act, 1850. 
13 & 14 Viet. c. 60. 

• 

Forms of Instruments. 
17 & 18 Viet. c. 104. 
s. 96. 

Delivery of Certificate 
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17 & 18 Viet! c. 104. 
s. 90. , 
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s. 34. 
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17 & 18 Viet. c, 104. 
ss. 21 and 22. 
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17 & 18 Viet. c. lOt. 
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• 
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Purposes as the original R~gister of which the same is a Copy or 
Transcript. _. 

XVI.-The Board of Trade may issue Instructions concerning 
the Relief to be administered to distressed Seamen and Apprentices, 
in pursuance of the T~o hundred and eleventh and Two hundrP.d 
and twelfth Sections of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, and may 
by such Instructions determine in what Cases and under what Cir­
cumstances and Conditions such Relief is to be administered ; and 
all Powers of recovering Expenses i~curred with respect to distres­
sed Seamen and Apprentices, which by the Two hundred and 
thirteenth Section of the said Act are given to th·e Board of Trade, 
shall extend to all Expens~s incurred by any Fioreign Government for 
the Purposes aforesaid, and repaid to such Government by Her 
Majesty's Government, and shall likewise extend to any Expenses 
incurred by the conveying home such Seamen or Apprentices i~ 
Foreign as well as British Ships; and all Provisions concerning the 
Relief of distressed Seamen and Apprentices, being Subjects of 
Her Majesty, which are contained in the said Sections of the said 
rAct, and in this Section, shall extend to such Seamen and Appren­
tices, not being Subjects of Her ~ajesty, as are reducoo to Distress 

· in Foreign Parts by~ reason of their having been shipwrecked, 
discharged, or left behind from any British Ship ; subject neverthe­
less to such Modifications and Directions concerning the Cases in 
which Relief is to be given to such Foreigners, and the Country to 
which they are to be sent, as the Board of Trade may, under the 
·circumstances, think fit to make and issue. 

Enactment concerning rl 
Savings Banks extend- XVII.-The .1!4nactment of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, 
ed to Seamen in the · 
Navy. relating to Savings' Banks shall apply to all Seamen, and to their 
17 & IS Viet. c. 104• Wives and Families, whetlter such Seamen belong to the Royal 
s. 180. 

.A.dditional Powers of 
Naval Courts. 
17 & 18 Viet. c. 104. 
ss. 260 to 266. 

Navy or to the Merchant Service, or to any other Sea Service. 

XVIII.-Any Naval Court summoned, underthe ·Provisions of 
the Merc~ant Shipping Act, 1854, to hear any Complaint touching 
the Conduct of the Master or any of the Crew of any Ship, shall, in 
addition to the Powers given to it by the said Act, have Power to 
try the said Master or any of the said Crew for any Offences against 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, in respect of which two justices 
would, if the Case were tried in the· United Kingdon1, have Power 
to convict summarily, and by Order duly made to ·inflict the same · 
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Punishments for such Offences which Two Justices might in the 
" 

Cases aforesaid inflict upon · summary Conviction ; provided, that in 
Cases where an Off ender is sentenced to Imprisonment the Sentence 
shall be confirmed in Writing by the Senior Na val or Consular 
Officer present at the Place where the Court is held, and the Place 
of Imprisonment, whether on Land or on board Ship, shall be ap­
proved by him as a pr9per Place for the Purpose, and Copies ~f all 
Sentences made by any Na val Court summoned to hear any such 
Complaint_ as aforesaid shall be sent to the Commander-in-Chief or 
Senior Na val Officer of the Station. 

XIX.-Whenever any Articles belonging to or forming Part of 
any Foreign Ship which has been wrecked on or near the Coasts of 
the United Kingdom, or belonging to .. or forming Part of the Cargo 
thereof, are found on or near such Coasts, or are . brought into any 
Port in the United Kingdom, the Consul General of the Country to 
which such Ship, or, in the Case of Cargo, to which the Owners of 
such Cargo, may have belonged, or any Consular Officer of such 
Country authorized in that Behalf by any Treaty or Agreement with 
such Country, shall, in the Absence of the . Owner of such Ship or 
Articles, and of the Master or other Agent of the Owner, be deemed 
to be the Agent of the Owner, so · far as relate·s to the Custody and 
. Disposal of such Articles. 

XX.-In Cases where Services are rendered by Officers or l\'len 
of the Coast Guard Service in watching or protecting ship-wrecked 
Property, then, unless it can be shown that such Services have been 
declined by the Owner of such Property or his Agent at the Time 

I • 

they were tendered, or that Salvage has been claimed and awarded 
for such Services, the Owner of the ship-wrecked Property shall 
pay in respect to the said Services Remuneration according to a 
Scale to be fixed by the Board of Trade, so, however, that such 
Scale shall not exceed any Scale by which Payment to Officers and 
Men of the Coast Guard for extra Duties in the ordinary Service of 
the Commissioners of Customs is for the Time being regulated ; 
and such Remuneration shall be recoverable by the same Means and 
shall be paid to the same Persons and accounted for and applied in 
the same Manner as Fees received by Receivers appointed under the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1854. 

XXI.--If any Person, being a Britis/,, Subject, charged with 

\ 

Wrecks. Ca~ualties, 
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having committed any Crime or Offence on board any British Ship 
on the High Seas or in any Foreign Port or Harbor, or if any Per­
son, not being a British Subject, charged with having committed any 
Crime or Offence on board any British Ship on the High Seas, is 
found within theJurisdiction of anyCourt of Justice in Her Majesty's 
Dominions which would have had Cognizance of such Crime or Of­
fence if con1mittetl within the Limits of its ordinary Jurisdiction, 

"' 

such Court shall have Jurisdiction to hear and try the Case as if such 
Crime or Offence had been committed within such Limits : Provid­
ed, that nothing contained in this Section shall be construed to alter 
or interfere with the Act of the Thirteenth Year of Her present 
Majesty, Chapter Ninety-six. 

XXIl.-lt shall be the Duty of the East India Company to 
take charge of and send home or otherwise provide for all Persons, 
being Lascars or other Natives of the Territories under the Govern­
ment of the said Company, who are found destitute in the United 
Kingdom ; and if any such Person is relieved and maintained by 
any Guardians, Overseers, or other Persons administering the Relief 
of the Poor, such Overseer, Guardian, or other Persons may, by 
Letter sent through the Post or otherwise, give notice thereof in 
Writing to the Secretary of the Court of Directors of the East India 
Con1pany, specifying, so fa~· as is practicable, the fol1owing Particu­
lars; viz.,-

1. The Na1ne of the Person so relieved or maintained: 

2. The Presidency or District or Part of the Territories of the 
East India Company of which he professes to be a Native: 

3. The Name of the Ship in 'vhich he was brought to the United 
Kingdom: 

4. The Port or Place abroad from \vhich such Ship sailed, and 
the Port or Place in the United· Kingdo1n at which such 
Ship arrived, when he \Vas so brought to the United l{ing­
dom, and the 'I~i1ne of such Arrival : 

And the said East lndia Company shall repay to the said Overseers, 
Guardians, or other Persons, out of the Revenues of the said Con1 .. 
pany; all 1"Ionies duly expended by then1 in relieving or maintaining 
such destitute Person, after the Ti1ne at \Yhich such Notice aforesaid 

· is sent or other,vise given. 
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XXIll.-It shall be lawful for any Master or O~ner. of a Ship 
or · his Agent to enter into Agreement with Lascars or Natives of the 
'l,erritories of the East India Company, binding them to proceed to 
an,y Port or Ports in the United Ki11gdom, either as Seamen or as 
]?assengers, and there to enter into a further Agreement to serve as 
Seamen in any Ship which may happen to be there, an~ to be bound 
to any Port in the Territories of the East India Company; provided, 
tl1at every such original Agreement shall be made in such Form, and 
sluall contain such Provisions, and shall be executed in such Manner, 

and u11der such Conditions for securing the Return of such Lascars 
or Natives to their own Country,- and for otl1er Purposes, as the 
(tovernor General of India in Council, or the Governors of the 
:respective Preside11cies in which the original Agreement is made, in 
( jouncil may direct; and if any Lascar or other Person who has 
llound himself by any such original Agreement is, on arriving in the 
l Jnited Kingdom, required to enter into a further Agreement to serve 
as a Seaman in any Ship bound to any Port in tl1e Territories of the 
.J]ast l1idia Con1pany, and if it is ·certified by some Officer appointed 
for that Purpose by ~he East l1idia Company that such further 
Agreement is a proper Agreement in all respects for such Lascar or 
otl1er Person to enter i11to, and is in accordance with the orig~nal 
Agreement, and that. the Ship · to which such further Agreement 
relates is in all respects a proper Ship for such Lascar or other 
Person to serve in, a11d that there is not, in tl1e .Opinion of such 
Officer, any Objectio11 to:the full Performance of the s'aid original 
Agreen1ent, such Lascar or other Person shall be deemed to he 
engaged under such further Agreement, and to serve as a Seaman in 
tl1e Ship to which it relates, and shall thereupon be deemed to be for 
all Purposes 011e of the Crew of the Ship ; and for every Lascar or 
"<)tl1er Perso11 in respect of whom such Certificate is applied for, tl1e 
J>erson applying for the same shall pay to such Officer as aforesaid 
sucl1 Fee as the East l1idia Company may appoint, not exceeding 
'I:en Shillings. 

XXIV.-Nothirig herein contained shall be deemed to repeal or 
affect any Provisions co11tained in the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth, 

, 'r,venty-seventh; Twenty-eigl1th, Twe11ty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty­
nrst, or Thirty-fourtl1 Sections of the Act of the Fourth ·year of 
l{i11g George the Fourth, Chapter Eighty, or in the Sixteenth 
8ection of the Act of the Eighteenth Year of Her present Majesty, 
Chapter One hundred and tw~nty. 

Conti·n.cls may-be mad& 
with Natives in India. 
under certain . Condi­
tions, binding thetn to 
go to the U oited King­
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sage from Assembly for Council's, 108. Transmitted to the House 
ot Assembly, 112. 

DESPATCHES, 
r 

From the Secretary of State, transmitting Order in Council prohibiti1)g 
the exportation of Salt-petre, Appendix N:o .. 5. · -

On the Subject of Sending Home Seamen arriving ~n · Great Britain 
from the Colonies, Appendix No. 6. 

On the Subject of the System by· which Light Houses and Light Ve·s­
se1s may be Erected and Maintained by means of Tolls, Appendix 
No. 7. 

Relative to proposed Lig·ht House at Cape Race, Appendix No. 8. 
'\ 

Transmitting Report upon the Fisheries by Captain Purvis, of the ' 'Ar­
gus, Appendix No. 9. 

DOCUMENTS, 

Laid before the llouse by cQU.ma:Qd of the G<>.vernor, 24, ~8, 30, 31, 3.2. 

EVIDENCE, 

On Pilotage Regulation Amendment Bill, Appendix No._ 19 .. 

On Seal and Q.ther Fisheries Bill, Appendix No. 2.0. 

ESTIMATE, ' 

Of the Ch~rge of Defraying the Public Expenditure, Appendi~ No. .. 

11,ISHERIES, 

Despatch, enclosing Report of Captain :rurvis of the ' '·Argus' 1 on, A p­

pendix No. 9. 

Address to the Queen, (by both Houses,) relative to, Appendi~ No. IO. 

Protection Qf-proceedings of Mr .. Henry Knight_ at Cape J ohn, Appen ~ 

dix No. 11. 
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F INANCIAL STATEMENT, 

Of the Affairs of the ColonY. for the Year 1856, Appendix No. 2. 

Assets and Liabilities, Appendix No, 3. 

FREE TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES, c: 

Treaty Respecting-Declared to be in Force as respects Newfoundland? 
Appendix No. 14. 

FURLONG, HON. JAMES, 

Death of, announced by the P~esident, Resolution Respecting, House 
·Adjourns, 53. 

GOVERNOR, 

~rrives at the Council Chamber, 7. 

Speech of-on opening the Session, 8. 

• 

Address of Council in answer to, 15. Reply, 22. 

Arriv:es at Couucil Chamber, and assents to sundry Bills,· 114. 

Speech of-on prorogui~g G.eneral Assembly, 116. 

GOVERNOR OF MONTSERRAT, 

On the Subject of Free Trade, Appendix No. 15. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

Prorogued, 119. 

HERRINGS, 

Despatches and other Documents relative to the better Curing a11d 
·Packing of, for Exportation, Appendix Nos. 12 and 18. 

I NSTRUCTIONS TO CONFEREES, 

On Formation of Corporations Bill, 85. 

KEYS OF COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

Resolution Respecting, 14. Report of Usher of Black Rod, 15. I.jet ... 
ter from Board of Works, 19. Opinion of Master in Chancery, 19( 
Resolutions Respecting, 20; 

• 
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I-'IGHT H9USES, 

Despatch from Secretary of State respecting Erection and Maintenance 
of, by Tolls, Appendix No. 7. · 

Despatc~ from Secretary ~f State respecting proposed Light House at 
Cape Race, Appendix No. 8. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT AMENDMENT ACT, (Imperial.) 
To Facilitate tbe Er-ection and Maintenance of Colonial Light Houses, 

&c., Appendix No. 26. . 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOIJSE OF ASSEMBLY, 

· With Address to the Queen on the subject of the Fishery Privileges of 
the Island, 35. .Appendix, No. 10. 

Forn1ation .of Corporations Bill, 36. 

Jurors Qualification Bill, 40. · 

Aliens Naturalization Bill, 41. • 

Spirituous Liquors Wholesale License ~ill, 41. . . 

Compromises of Partne1's and Joint Debtors Bill, 43. 

Law of Insolvency Amendment Bil], 43. 
t . 

Concurring in Amendment made on the Address to Her l\'Iajesty, ~4. 

Concurring in Bill .Transferring Ordnance Property to the Secretary 
of State, 50. 

Concurring in the Suggestion that a new Clause be introduced in the 
British Coins Legal Value Bill, 76. 

Concurring in certain Amendments on the Wholesale Spirituous Liquor 
Bill, and rejecting others, 77. 

Concurring in Amendments on Limited Partnership Bill, and Formation 
ot Corporations Bill, with Amendments, 78. 

Concurring in Amendments on Jurors Qua~ification Bill, 78. 

Concurring in Amendme11ts on Patent Acts Repeal Bill, \Vitl1 Amencl~ 

ments, 79. 

Of having passed the Law of Evidence Bill, with Amendments, 90. 

With Sheriff's Retirement Bill-Board of Revenue A1nendment Bill~ 
• and Revenue Bill, 107. • 

For Council's Contingencies, 108. 

Co11curring in An1endments on Pilots Regulation Bil_I, 108. 
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i\'IESSAGE TO THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 

On the subject of the Legal Value of British and other Coins Amend­
ment Bill, 65. 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR, 
• 

With Despatch from Secretary of State relative to the sending Home of 
Destitute Seamen arriving in England from the Colonies, 30. En­
closure, Appendix No. 6. 

With Act of the President of the United States on the subject of Free 
Trade, Enclosure, Appendix No. 14. 

With Documents relative to Export Trade in Herrings, 30. Enclosures, 
Appendix Nos. 12 and l~l. 

Transmitting Despatch from· Secretary of State respecting Erection and 
Maintenance of L~ght Houses and Light Vessels, &c., 32. Enclo­
sure, Appendix No. 7. 

His Excellency will forward the Address to Her Majesty on the sub~ 
ject of the Fisheries, 51. 

· With Despatch from Secretary of State enclosing Report of Captain 
Purvis on the Fisheries, 59. Appendix No. 9. 

NOTICES OF MOTION, 

To Suspend 35th Rule of the House, 14. 

Of Bill to Amend the Law of Evidence, 21. 

Of Bill to Provide for the Payment of Executors, 26. 

To appoint a Reporter of ~he Debates of the House, 26. 

To Transfer Property vested in the Ordnance to the Secretary of 
State, 28. 

For Names of Grand J 'urors, &c., 32, 33. 

Of Bill to Incorporate Benevolent Irish Society, 44 .. 

Of Bill to Amend Patent Acts, 46. 
, 

.Of Bill to Amend the Weights and Measures Act, 47. 

Respecting Postal Act, 53. 

Respecting Vote ~f £500 for Herring Curers, 59. 

Of Bill to Regulate the Hiring of Servants, 59. 

• 

• 

... 

• 
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NOTICES OF MOTION--(Continiied). 

For information respecting Sanatory Arrangements, &c., for t . 
John's, 59. 

For Correspondence of Board of Education at Burin, 64. To lie on 
the Table, 81. 

For an Address to the Secretary of State for Military and Naval Pro­
tection, 68. 

Of Bill to Amend Act for Regulating the Service of Merchant Seamer1 
of this Colony, 69. 

To Suspend 35th Rule of the House, 69, 82. 
. 

For an Address to the Secretary of State for Direct Mail Commt1ni-
cation, 73 .. 

For a Return of Vessels Entered at St. John's for the last ten years, 79. 
Return ordered, 81. · 

For Conference on Formation of Corporations Bill, 82. 

For Select Committee on Contingencies, 86. 

Respecting appointment of ~agistrate at St. Mary's, 88. 

For an Address to the Governor relating to late Imperial Customs Of .. 
ficers, 106. 

NEWFOUNDLAND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

Abstract of Affairs of, Appendix No. 18. 

POST .MASTER GENERAL, 

Special Report on the Local Postal Arrangements, Appendix No" 16~ 

PROCLAMATION OF PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES, 

Admitting certain Articles to Entry in that Country free of Duty, Ap~ 

pendix No. 14. 

PETITIONS, 

Of Superintendent of Colonial Church and School Society for the usual 
Grant, read 38--Appendix No. 21 . . 

Of Manager of Bank of British North America relative to Limited 
Partnerships Bill, read 44 Appendix No. 22. 
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. 
Of Inhabitants of Port-de-Grave for a Commercial School, read 51-

Appendix No. 23. 

Of D. B. Holbrook respecting Electric Telegraph Act Amendment Bill, 
read 65-Appendix No. 24. 

Ot Robert Rodger, Thomas Talbot, and James Seaton, read, and re­
ferred to Select Committee on Contingencies, 89. 

Of B. G. Garrett, Sheriff Central District, for Retiring Allowance, . , 

Appendix No. 25. 

,PROROGATION OF THE LEGISLATURE, 

Time for specified, 101. 

Prorogation of, 119. 

PRIVILEGE, 

House in Co1nmittee on, 14, 20, 25, 38. 

· Resolution respecting Keys of Council Chamber, 14, 20. 

Resolutions respecting Publishing Reports of the House, 20. 

Resolution that Mr. Talbot be no longer engaged as Reporter, 26. 

QUORUM, 

House adjourns for want of, 67, 75 . . 

REPORTING AND PUBLISHING DEBATES OF THE HOUSE, 

Resolutions respecting, .20, 25 .. 

Letters from the Reporter respecting, read, 22, 24, 29. 

Letter from Editor of Express respecting, read, 23. 

Mr. Talbot re-appointed Reporter, 29. 
The offices for-to cease at the close of each Session, 113. 

ltECIPROCITY TREATY, ~ 

Act of the President of the United States respecting, Appendix No. 146 

·R.ULES OF THE HOUSE, 

35th Suspended, 15, 71, 86. 

• 
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To draft Address to Governor in Reply to his Speech on opening t'he 
Session, !~Report of; IS. 

To take Evidence on Pilotage Regulation Bill, 74. Report of, 75. 
Evidence, Appendix No. 19. 

Ditto on Seal and other Fisheries Bill, 74. Report of, 79. Evi-
dence, Appendix No. 20. 

ST. JOHN'S MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

Report of Affairs of, Appendix No. 17. 

UNl'fED ST A TES, 

Proclamation of President-Admitting certain Articles to Entry in that 
Country Free of Duty, Appendix No. 14. 
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