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PROCLAMATION.
By His Excellency Lieut.- Colonel Sir ]J.
T. O’Brien, Lt.-Col., TereEncE N. O’'BRrIEN, Anight- Comman-
Governor. der of the Most Distinguished Order of
[L.S.] St. Mickael and St. Geovge, Governor

and Commander-in- Chief in and over
the Island of Newfoundiand and its
Dependencies.

WHEREAs the General Assembly stands prorogued until Thursday
the Thirteenth day of October instant ; and whereas 1 think fit to fur-
ther prorogue the said General Assembly until Thursday the Seven-
teenth day of November next ;

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said
General Assembly until Thursday the Seventeenth day of November
next, as aforesaid, of which all persons concerned are required to take
due notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the
- Government House, St. John's, in
the aforesaid Island, this Eleventh

day of October, A.D., 18g2.

By His Excellency’s command,

R. BOND,
Colonial Secretary.
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PROCLAMATION.
By Ilis Excellency Lieut.- Colonel Sir ].
T. O'Brien, Lt.-Col. TErRENCE N. O'BrienN, Knight- Comman-
Governor. der of the Most Distinguished Order of
[L.S.] St. Michael and St George, Goversnor

and Commander-in-Clizef in and over
the Island of Newfoundland and its De-
pendencies.

WHEREAS the General Assembly stands prorogued until Thursday
the Seventeenth day of November instant ; and whereas 1 think fit to
further prorogue the said General Assembly until Thursday the
Fifteenth day of December next ;

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said
General Assembly until Thursday the Fifteenth day of December next,
as aforesaid, of which all persons concerned are required to take due
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the
Government House, St. John's, in
the aforesaid Island, this Eleventh
day of November, A.I). 1892.

By His Excellency’s command,

F. C. BURTEAU,
pro Colonial Secretary.
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PROCLAMATION.
By His Excellency Lieut.- Colonel Str. ].
T. O'Brien, Lt.-Col., TeERENCE N. O’Brien, Knight- Comman-
Governor der of the Most Distinguished Order of
§ -5 St. Mickael and St. George, Governor

and Commander-in- Chicf in and over
the Island of Newfoundiand and its De-
pendencies.

WHEREAs the Genefal Assembly stands prorogued until Thursday
the Fifteenth day of December instant ; and whereas 1 think “fit to fur-
ther prorogue the said General Assembly until Thursday the Nineteenth
day of January next;

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said
General Assembly until Thursday the Nineteenth day of January next,
as aforesaid, of which all persons concerned are required to take due
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the

Government House, St. John's, in
the aforesaid Island, this Twelfth
day of December, A.D., 1892,

By His Excellency’s command,

R. BOND,
Colonial Secretary.
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PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Lieut.- Colonel Sitr ].

T. O'BriEn, Lt.-Col., TERENCE N. O’BrIEN, Knight- Commarn-
Governor. der of the Most Distinguished Order of
[L.S.] - St. Michael and St. George, Governor

and Commander-in-Chief in and over
the Island of Newjfoundland and its
Dependencies.

WHEREAS the General Assembly stands prorogued until Thursday the
Nineteenth day of January instant ; and whereas 1 think fit to further
prorogue the said General Assembly until Thursday the Ninth day of
February next;

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said
General Assembly until Thursday the Ninth day of February next, as
-aforesaid, of which all persons concerned are required to take due
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the
Government House, St. John’s, in
the aforesaid Island, this .Sixteenth

day of January, A.D. 1893.

By His Excellency’s command,

R. BOND,
Colonial Secretary.

VI
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By His Fxcellency Lieut.- Colonel Sir ].

T. O'Brien, Lt.-Col. TerENCE N. O'BrIiEN, Knight- Commar-
Governor der of the Most Distinguished Order
[L.S.] of St. Mickael and St. George, Governor

and Commander-in-Chief in and over

the Island of Newfoundland and its De-
Ppendencies.

WiErEas the General Assembly stands prorogued until Thursday
the Ninth day of February instant; and whereas I think fit to further

prorogue the said General Assembly until Tuesday the Seventh day of
March next ;

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said
General Assembly until Tuesday the Seventh day of March next, as
aforesaid, tken to meet jor the despatch of business ; of which all persons
concerned are required to take due notice and govern themselves
accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the
Government House, St. John'’s, in the
aforesaid Island, this Sixth day of
February, A.D. 1893.

By His Excellency’s command,

R. BOND,
Colonial Secretary.

Vil
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JOURNAL AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE
FIFTH SESSION
OF THE

Sixteenth General Assembly of Newfoundland.

A

Tuesday, March 7th, 1893.

Tue General Assembly having been prorogued until this day, by
several Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor, which Proclama-
tions are hereto affixed, the members thereof met in the Assembly
Room.

By virtue of“a Commission under the Great Seal of this Island, to
the Honorables Epwarp DavtoN SHEA, President of the Legislative
Council, and RoeerT Bonp, Colonial Secretary, which is as follows :—

“T. O'BriEen, Lt.-Col., VICTORIA, by the Grace of GOD, of the
Governor. United Kingdom of Great Britain and
[L.S.] Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith.

To ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING -

Know vE that we have appointed and by these presents do con-
stitute and appoint the Honorables Edward Dalton Shea, President of
the Legislative Council, and Robert Bond, Colonial Secretary, to be
Commissioners, they or either of them to administer the oath of allegi-
ance to Sir James S. Winter, K.C.M.G., who has been elected to serve
in the General Assembly of our said Island for the Electoral District of
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Burin, which said General Assembly has been appointed by Proclama-
tion of our Governor of our said Island to be holden at St. John’s on
the seventh day of this instant month ; giving to them, or either of them,
our said Commissioners, full power and authority to perform the mat-
ters hereinbefore mentioned ; ratifying and confirming all whatsoever
they or either of them shall do or perform in this behalf, and thereof
they or either of them are to make due return under their hands
and seals unto our Governor of our said Island with these presents an-
nexed.

Given under the Great Seal of our said Island of Newfoundland.

WirTnNEss, our trusty and well-beloved Lieut.-Colonel,
Sir J. Terence N. O’Brien, Knight Commander
of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael
and St. George, our Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over our said Island of New-
foundland and its Dependencies, at St. John’s in
our said Island, this 7th day of March, A.D., 1893,
and in the 56th year of our Reign.

By His Excellency’s command,
R. BOND, Colonial Secretary.
W. V. Wurteway, H.M. Attorney General,”

The said Commissioners came at the hour of half-past. twelve of
the clock, on this seventh day of March, into the Council Chamber,
George Macness Johnson, Esquire, Clerk ot the House of Assembly,
as in duty bound attending, when Sir James S. Winter, K.C.M.G., re-
turned member for the Electoral District of Burin, took and subscribed
the oath of allegiance in the presence of the said Commissioners.

(A Message from His Excellency the Governor.)

At two o’clock a message from His Excellency the Governor was
delivered by W. F. Rennie, Esquire, the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, commanding the immediate attendance of Mr. Speaker and the
House in the Council Chamber.

Then Mr. Speal{er and the House attended His Excellency in the
Council Chamber, and, being returned to the Assembly Room, Mr.
Speaker informed the House that, when in attendance on His Excel-
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lency in the Council Chamber, His Excellency had been pleased to
make a speech to both branches of the Legislature, of which, to prevent
mistakes, he had procured a copy, which he read to the House as fol-

lows :(— '

“Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :
Myr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly :

I have summoned you for the despatch of business at a later period
than is usual. This has been occasioned by the necessary occupancy
of the Legislative Chambers by the Supreme Court and Crown Lands
Department, consequent upon the late fire. The delay will, however,
have afforded ample time for the preparation of public accounts and
documents, and it is to be anticipated that the early presentation of the
same will offset the delay referred to, and obviate an extended Session,
which I appreciate would seriously interfere with ypur ordinary avoca-
cations. 3

It affords me very much pleasure to be in a position to congratu-
late you upon the energy and enterprise displayed by the citizens of St.
John's since the month of July last.

It was with considerable misgivings that at the close of the late
special session the hope was expressed that we might ** speedily witness
*“ a return to that activity in business which has hitherto characterized
““ this the capital of the Colony.” But I rejoice to observe that our
most sanguine expectations have been more than realized. The vast
area of charred 4nd blackened desolation which at that time marked the
foniner site of the principal portion of the city has given place to some
six hundred houses of greatly improved architecture. The activity dis-
played in building has been phenomenal, considering the lateness of
the season~ when the work was commenced and the severity of the
weather that we have been experiencing for some months past. We
can now confidently look forward to seeing St. John’s restored to its
former proportions.

The bounteous liberality of the people of Great Britain, the sister
colonies, and the neighboring continent, doubtless stimulated our citi-
zens to this effort, and I am sure that I am consulting the popular feel-
Ing in again expressing our deep sense of gratitude and obligation.

’ The staple industries of the colony have been successfully operated
duting the past year. The sealfishery was the largest for many years.
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The shore codfishery showed an improvement upon the previous
season, as also did the bank fishery for the smaller fleet engaged. The

catch of cod on the Labrador, though less than that of last year, will ~

compare favorably with that of former years.

Although the past summer was exceptionally dry, farmers had a
fairly prosperous season. The hay crop was short in some localities,

but the excellence of the root crops compensated to a large extent for
this reduction.

The value and quantity of the various grades of copper ores and
copper exported greatly exceeded that of the previous year. Itis to be
regretted that it has been found necessary to close the Little Bay Mine,
owing to the great expense in raising the ore to the surface. I am advis-
ed, however, that rich deposits of copper have recently been discovered
in the neighborhood of Little Bay, and it is hoped that a fresh impetus
will be given to mining in that locality next summer.

It is pleasing to know that the asbestos mines of the West Coast
will be worked with vigour during the present year.

When addressing you at the opening of the session, in February,
1892, I made casual reference to the discovery of the deposits of coal
and iron ores in the vicinity of Grand Lake. The indications were such
as to warrant my Government in causing further examination of the
locality to be made, and I am gratified to be able to acquaint you that
all the evidence obtained up to date relative to this central carbonifer-
ous area, goes to prove that at least one long trough of true coal mea-
sures, containing several seams of coal, extends in an almdst straight

line along the south shore of Grand Lake, covering, in a direct line, a
distance of about fifteen miles.

The specimens of coal obtained this season are of much superior
character to those previously procured, and, it is stated, come fully up to
the average Cape Breton coal, while some appear to be of a much
superior quality. You will be invited to make provision for obtaining

the services of a specialist to further test these deposits by boring dur-
ing the ensuing season.

The return of lumbering operations indicates a steady increase in
this important industry. The export of timber was in excess of that of
last year, while the manufacture for local consumption was largely
augmented by the demand occasioned by the late city fire. There is
evidence of its still greater development this year, for the present win-

—— L e
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ter has been entirely favourable for the conduct of thisi}bﬁsiness, and an
extensive local market is available for the whole output of the mills.

My. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly :

The Customs revenue for the year 1892 was largely-m—excess of
the estimate. The accounts for the past and estimates for the ensuing
fiscal year will be laid before you on an early date, and I am confident

you will make all necessary provision for the demands of_the public
service.

My. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honowurable House of Assembly :

My Government have considered it advisable that a portion of the
surplus revenue should be devoted to the reduction of the floating debt
of the colony, and with the balance it is considered that provision should
be made for the establishment of an efficient fire department in this
city, for the extension of telegraphic communication to such important
settlements as are not at present within the circuit of the wires, and for
the erection of harbor lights where absolutely necessary. The conclu-
sions arrived at by my Government in this particular are such as must
commend themselves to your judgment and approval.

The recommendation submitted to you last year for a preliminary
survey of the country between the Exploits and Bay St. George has
been acted upon, and my Government will be in a position to invite

you to make provision for the building of a railway to the West Coast
before the close of the present session.
: &

The construction of our Northern Railway is progressing satisfac-
torily. A bi-weekly train is now being run between Gambo and Whit-
bourne, affording facilities for the transport of freight and mails from
this city to all intermediate points. With the completion of the line to
the Exploits, and the extension to the West Coast, the remote parts of
the colony will be united. The intercourse already established between
St. John'’s and the North is extensive, various, and mutually profitable,
and it is considered that when intercourse is established between the

interior west and the sea coast, it will form the great principle of our
commercial prosperity.

My Government deem it desirable that lines of road to connect
important outlying settlements with the northern railway should be
immediately constructed, and surveys are now being made in Trinity
and Bonavista Bays with that object in view.
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I intimated last year that tenders had been invited for three
steamers to ply upon the great northern bays, so as to bring all the
important settlements in those bays into close communication with the
railway. The tenders received were not such as my Government could
accept ; therefore such further steps as are deemed necessary will im-
mediately be taken to secure suitable steamers for this service.

In the month of October last delegates from the Government of
this colony and that of the Dominion of Canada met at Halifax to con-
fer upon the question of the fisheries and other matters of difference
between the two Governments. The minutes of the proceedings will
be laid before you on an early date.

During the past summer extensive forest fires, followed by a severe
storm in October, destroyed such an amount of public and private pro-
perty as to demand the expenditure of a considerable sum of money.

The condition of the forests of this country and the wasteful man-
ner in which their destruction is taking place give cause for serious
apprehension. They are fast disappearing before destructive fires, and
their extinction must eventually ensue, unless better methods than now
prevail shall be adopted for their protection.

Their importance in relation to the growth and prosperity of the
colony cannot be safely disregarded, and the attention of the Legisla-
ture is invited to the necessity of additional legislation to secure the
preservation of the valuable forests still remaining.

In conclusion, I earnestly invoke such wise action on the part of
the Legislature as will subserve the public good, and demonstrate its
ability and inclination to promote the future prosperity of the colony.”

Sir James S. Winter, the newly-elected member of Burin, took his
seat accordingly. '

On motion of the Hon. Colonial Secretary, it was ordered that a
select committee be appointed to take into consideration the French
Treaties Question, and that the same honourable members be now ap-
pointed as sat on the said committee appointed during the third session
of this Assembly, namely, Mr. Speaker, Hon. Colonial Secretary, and
Messrs. Tait, Morine, Carty, F. Morris and Fearn. It was ordered, on
the like motion, that a message be sent to the Legislative Council, re-
questing that they will be pleased to appoint a committee to act con-
jointly with the said committee.
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It was moved by Mr. Webber, seconded by Mr. Woodford,
that an address of thanks be presented to His Excellency the Gover-
nor in reply to the gracious speech with which His Excellency has
been pleased to open the present session of the Legislature-and that a
select committee be appointed to draft and prepare the samie.

Ordered accordingly, and that the following be the select commit-
tee : Mr. Webber, Mr. Woodford, Mr. Greene, Mr. Dawe, Mr. Murray,

A message was received from the Legislative Council, acquainting
this House in reply to its message of this date, that the Council has re-
appointed the select committee appointed last session to consider and
report upon the French Treaties Question to confer with the committee
of this House on the said matter.

The Surveyor General gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask
leave to introduce a Bill for the prevention of seal killing -on Sunday.

Mr. Murray gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask leave to
introduce a Bill to regulate the business of fire insurance within this
colony ;

Also, that he will ask the Premier to lay on the table of this House
all correspondence relative to the case of John A. Roberts, lately dis-
missed from the Rose Blanche light-house ; also copy of any minutes

of Council relative to this matter and copy of any depositions taken in
the case.

. & - - -
Dr. Tait gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will move the appoint-

ment of a select committee on the printing, reporting, and contingen-
cies of this House.

Mr. Morine gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Premier
to lay on the table the report of the joint select committee of both
Houses appointed last session, with power to sit out of session, to take

evidence and report concerning ‘ the conservation of the public inter-
ests in the harbour of St. Johns ”;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Receiver General to lay
on the table of the House a comparative statement shewing the tota]
amount received for Customs duties in each of the months of July,
August, September, October, November, and December, in the years
1891 and 1892 respectively ; and in the months of January and Febru-
ary of the years 1892 and 1893 respectively.
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Mr. Webber gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will move the sus- -
pension of the rules of the House with regard to the address of thanks.

Mr. Morison gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary to lay on the table of this House (1) copies of all
correspondence which has passed between the Government and the
Municipal Council from July, 1892, to date; (2) the accounts of the
Municipal .Council for the past year and the estimates for the current
year ;

Also, that he will ask the Hon. Receiver General to lay on the
table (1) a_statement of the amount expended by the Government on
streets_and_other public works in the burnt district in St. John’s from
the 25th day of August, 1892, to the 31st day of December, 1892 ; (2)
a statement of .the amount awarded tor compensation for street widen-
ing and improvement in the burnt district in St. John'’s from August 25,
1892, to December 31, 1892 ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will move for an address to His Excel-
lency the Governor, asking that he will be pleased to lay on the table
of this House a report of the proceedings of the relief committee
appointed to take charge of and distribute the funds contributed for
sufferers by the fire of July 8 last, accompanied by a statement of the
receipts and expenditures of said committee.

Mr. Morine gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary to lay upon the table of the House copies of all
accounts recommended by members of this House for payment out of
the special grants of the districts they represent, and yet unpaid ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask leave to introduce a Bill to
amend “ The Election Act, 1888 " ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will move that, in the opinion of this
House, it is expedient that the Government of this colony should at
once communicate with the Government of Canada for the purpose of
procuring legislation by the Parliament of Canada relative to the seal
fishing industry in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Atlantic Ocean as
nearly identical with the law of this colony as circumstances will permit
and make desirable.

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, at four of
the clock in the afternoon.
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Wednesday, March 8th, 1893.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary presented the report of the joint
select committee of both Houses of the Legislature on Frenfth: Treaties
Question which was ordered to be received, and which was read as tol-
lows :— Y '

“Report of the Foint Select Committee of both Houses of the Legisla-
ture on French Treaties Question.

St. JoHN’s, NEWFOUNDLAND,
March 8th, 1893.

The joint select committee of both Houses upon the French
Treaties Question beg leave to lay before your Honorable House the
following preliminary report :—

1.—They have had submitted to them, for their considgration, the
correspondence hereto annexed, marked (A.)

(a) Telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to
Governor O’Brien, dated February 7th, 1893.

(6) Telegram from Governor O’Brien to Secretary of State for
the Colonies, dated February 14th, 1893.

(¢) Telegram from Secretary of State to Governor O'Brien,
dated February 16th, 1893.

(#) Telegram from Governor O'Brien to Secretary of State for
the Colonies, dated February 25th, 1893.

2.—The purport of that correspondence is as follows :—

(2) Her Majesty’s Government wish to know the intention of
the Government and Legislature of this Colony as to per-
manent legislation to carry out treaty obligations—(tele-
gram February 7th).

(46) The Government reply that the Bill introduced last session
was defeated by 23 to 8, and that the resolution adopted
by the Assembly on May 14th, 1892, indicates the pro-
posed action of the Assembly—-(telegram, February 14).

(¢) Her Majesty’s Government consider permanent legislation
absolutely necessary. French Government will not ne-
gotiate for purposes indicated by Assembly’s resolution
of May 14th till arbitration completed. If Legislature
will not fulfil the pledges given by the delegates, Her

2
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Majesty’s_ Government will introduce legislation into Par-
liament. Hope expressed the Government of colony
will introduce and press a satisfactory permanent mea-
sure during this session. The draft of such a Bill must
be arranged with Her Majesty’s Government—(telegram,
February 16th).

(@) The Government reply that matters now before joint select
committee, which will report when Legislature meets.
Meantime Government cannot move—(telegram, Feb-
ruary 25th).

3.—Your committee find, by reference to minutes of both Houses,
that in May, 1891, the following resolution was adopted :—

‘Resolved—That this Legislature will adopt such legislation as
may be necessary to carry into effect the proposals made
to Imperial Government and Parliament by the dele-
gates.’

4.—By reference to the correspondence and documents then be-
fore the Legislature, the comm:ttee find that the delegates made the
following proposals in reference to legislation of a continuing charac-
=

(a) That it should provide for the creation of a Court to adjudi-
cate upon complaints arising in the course of the enforce-
ment of the treaties and the award of the proposed
arbitration upon the lobster question, the Judges of which
Court should be appointed by the Government of the
Colony, with the approval ot Her Majesty in Council, and
from whose judgments there should be a right of appeal
to the Supreme Court of this Colony, and thence to the
judicial committee of the Privy Council.

(6) That compensation should be provided for those persons, if
any, whose property might be injured or disturbed in
consequence of the enforcement of the award of the ar-
bitration ; provided it were found impossible to abandon
arbitration altogether. (See letter of delegates to Secre-
tary of State for Colonies, dated May 1st, 1891.)

5.—That the proposals made by the delegates were understood by
Her Majesty’s Government to be as above set forth is proven by the
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language of l.ord Salisbury in the House of Lords on Friday, May
29th, 1891, when he said :(—

‘ The information we have received from the delegates is that if
by that time Her Majesty’s Government shewld be agreed
upon legislation with respect to the tribunals by which
the treaties are to be enforced, and compensation due to
persons who may suffe- under them, then in that case the
Newifoundland Legislature will give permanence to the
provision which we understand they have now adopted
until the end of 1893.’

6.—In further proof that the proposals of the delegates were
understood by Her Majesty’s Government to be as above set forth, we
draw attention to the fact that the first Draft Bill discussed between the
delegates and Her Majesty’s Government (hereto annexed and marked
B) contained provisions for the appointment of Judges by the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland, and for an appeal to the Supreme Court and
the Privy Council.

7.—The committee find that the Bill introduced into the House of
Assembly last session by the request of Her Majesty’s Government, and
refused a second reading after a protracted debate, did not contain any
provisions for the appointment of Judges by the Government of this
Colony, or for the compensation of persons who might suffer damage in
consequence of the award of the arbitration ; that it was not, therefore,
in accord with the proposals made by the delegates and ratified by both
Houses of the Regislature; and consequently that the Legislature was
not in any manner bound to its enactment.

8.—The provisions of the Bill submitted to the Legislature last
session (hereto annexed, marked C) were an absolute departure from
the basis of the Act which the Legislature understood it would be called
upon to enact. The tribunal contemplated by the delegates and the
Legislature was one which would hear and determine any complaint
which the aggrieved party might consider necessary to bring before the
Court, for the infringement of or interference with the fishery rights of
the complainant, whoever he might be. Instead of such a Court the
proposed Bill only provided :—

“ Where a naval officer, holding the instructions of Her Majesty
the Queen, given through the Commissioners of the Ad-
miralty, for fulfilling the French Treaties and arbitration
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award, thinks it necessary to take any action against any
persons or their property for carrying into effect or en-
forcing the said treaties or award, or of maintaining peace
and good order among the persons engaged in the fish-
eries on the treaty coast and waters, he shall bring the
matter before the Judicial Commission Court, and before
taking any action obtain a judgment of the Court direct-
ing such action” (se.tion 2.)

It will be observed that the right of complaint and initial procedure
is restricted to the naval officer, and then only * when he thinks it
necessary to take any action against any persons or their property,”
etc. The result of this would be to legalize an authority heretofore
usurped by naval officers, and practically to abolish any redress to the
subject. And when, in connection with the limited rights of the sub-
ject under section 2, the extraordinary and unheard of powers conferred
by sub-section 2 of section 6 on naval officers are considered, your
committee are of opinion that naval officers are, by this Act, given more
absolute control than has hitherto been attempted to be assumed by
the most arbitrary of them.

We view with alarm the creation of a dual authority such as is
indicated by section 1, by which commissioners with unknown powers
are to be appointed, and then (sub-section 2 of section 1) constituted a
Commission Court with powers subject only to the review of the Privy
Council. But even this right of appeal is subject to restrictions now
unknown, and to be subsequently defined. Your committee see no
valid reason why these appeals should not be governed by the ‘ordinary
rules regulating appeals to and from the superior tribunals of Her Ma-
jesty’s colonies. The refusal of Her Majesty’s Government to assure
the delegates that the commissioners would be lawyers of training and
standing, and the want of that assurance in the proposed Bill, indicate
that these commissioners are likely to be the naval officers commanding
cruizers in the treaty waters.

9.—Though the obligations of the treaties, while they continue to
exist, must be enforced, and though the conditions existing on the coasts
to which they apply may make special Courts seem desirable, the ex-
istence of any good and sufficient reason for departing from the princi-
ples and procedure which ordinarily govern Courts in the administra-
tion of British laws cannot be admitted. The delegates stipulated,
therefore, that the Judges of the Special Courts charged with the en-
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forcement of the treaties should be appointed in the same manner as
the Judges of our Supreme Court, and that the right of appeal should
be granted,—(See delegates’ letter of,May 1, 1891). Mindful, too, of
the fact that the lobster factories upon the coasts over which the French
have rights were permitted to be erccted, and to be op€rated, while
British naval officers were professedly enforcing treaty rights on that
coast, under the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government, and of the
other fact that the negotiations for arbitration upon the right to catch
and pack lobsters were commenced and concluded in opposition to the
protests of this colony, the delegates conditioned that provisions for
the purpose of affording compensation to the owners of factories should
be inserted in any measure legalizing the award of the arbitrators—(see
delegates’ letter of May 1st, 1891). Your_committee are of opinion
that the Legislature should never consent to any legislation which does
not accord the right to appoint the Judges of the Special Courts, and
provide for compensation for damages consequent upon the award, in
the manner proposed by the delegates.

10.—It is evident that_the delegates.in making their proposals, and
the Legislature in pledging itself to support;them, were mindful of the
duty of protecting the French in the exercise of their treaty rights in
the waters and on the coasts of Newfoundland so long as those rights
continued to exist. But neither delegates nor Legislature had any
thought of_ abandoning or abating the demand for the abrogation of
those treaties altogether, either by purchase, exchange, or otherwise, at
the earliest possible opportunity. Those treaties have become odious
through the chafiged conditions of the region to which they apply, and
it is,fand ever must be, the patriotic aspiration of the people¥of_this col-
ony to have its soil and its waters free from every foreign claim. Your
committee think, therefore, that the Legislature, when notifying Her
Majesty’s Government of its readiness to fulfil the proposals of the dele-
gates, should make it plain that, as_the treaties were made in_the inter-
ests not of this colony, but of the Empire at large, it was for the Em-
pire’s honor and advantage that proposals were made by the delegates,
and will be fulfilled by the Legislature, and that the colony will expect
to be rewarded in due time by the entire abrogation of the treaties, at

the expense of that Empire on whose behalf they were made and
enforced.

1 1.—Your committee recommend that His Excellency the Gover-
nor be requested to transmit by wire the accompanying Despatch
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(hereto annexed and marked D) to the Secretary of State for the Col-
onies, in reply to his telegram of February 16th, intimating that the
Legislature abides by its promise to carry out the pledges of the dele-
gates when a Bill is agreed upon which shall contain the provisions as
to Courts and compensation as stipulated by the delegates, a draft of
which Bill the Legislature is prepared to forthwith arrange with Her
Majesty’s Government; and protesting against Imperial legislation be-
fore such a Bill is agreed upon for submission to this Legislature as a
breach of a well-understood agreement between the delegates and Her
Majesty’s Government.

12.—The permanent legislation asked for is desired not alone for
the purpose of enforcing the treaties relative to that portion of New-
foundland on the coasts of which the French have certain fishery rights,
but also for the enforcement of the award of an arbitration relative to
the lobster question agreed upon between Her Majesty’s Government
and the Government of France. From the outset such a piecemeal ar-
bitration has been opposed by and on behalf of the colony, and the
agreement between the Governments of France and Great Britain re-
lative to it was made not only without its consent, but in despite of the
well-known and frequently-expressed opposition of the Legislature and
Government of this colony. The chief ground of objection has been
that no arbitration should be consented to that did not include all the
questions concerning this colony at issue between the two nations, more
particularly the manner in which the French exercise and exceed their
rights in the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. The correspondence
proves that the delegates frequently expressed to Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment the desire of the colony for *“ an unconditional arbitration upon
all points that either party can raise under the treaties and declarations,”
and especially urged that the questions relating to St. Pierre and
Miquelon should be included in the subjects to be passed upon by the
proposed arbitration in Paris. Your committee conceive the protest
against any piecemeal arbitration to be an expression of the sentiment
of the entire Legislature, and recommend that an address to Her Ma-
jesty-in-Council should be adopted, praying that the proposed arbitra-
tion should not be allowed to proceed unless and until its scope is so
enlarged as to make it obligatory upon the arbitrators to decide upon
all questions arising under the treaty and other obligations or at least
to include the manner in which the French exercise and exceed their
rights in St. Pierre and Miquelon,

_—
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13.—St. Pierre and Miquelon have long been the centre for smug-
gling operations, to the detriment of this colony and the Dominion of
Canada, and the manner in which they are at present used is a menace
to the good government of the adjacent countries. All requgsts for the
appointment of a British Consul at St. Pierre have been heretofore per-
emptorily refused, and this colony has therefore not been able to ade-
quately protect itself from the practices carried on with and from the
aforesaid islands.

The committee understand that a joint application has been made
by Canada and this colony for the appointment of a British Consul and
assistant Consul at St. Pierre, and are of opinion that Her Majesty’s
Government should treat the concession by the Government of France
of the right to make such appointments as a condition precedent to any
further progress with the proposed arbitration.

14.—In view of all the circumstances, your committee recommend

that the Legislature adopt an address to Her Majesty in Council, draw-
ing her attention to the fact that the Assembly, on the 14th of Maylast,
resolved that it would, under certain conditions, extend until the end of
1895 the Act now legalizing the enforcement of the treaties and modus
vivend: with France, and praying that Her Majesty’s ministers will not
introduce into Parliament any legislation for the purpose of legalizing
any arbitration not including all questions at issue under the treaties, or
at least that relative to St. Pierre and Miquelon, and pledging the
Legislature, in case such an extended arbitration is agreed upon, to the
adoption of permanent legislation, provided it includes provisions for
the creation of Courts and compensation as stipulated for by the
delegates.

R. Bonp, Clhairman,

PairLip CLEARY,

M. MONROE,

G. T. RENDELL,

GEO. SKELTON,

Gro. H. EMERSsoN,

M. H. Carty,

A. B. MorRiINE,

J. Sincrair Tarr,

Frank MORRIS,

G. C. FEarn.
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APPENDIX A.

[Corv.]

( Telegram from t/ze Secretary of State for the Colonies, to Governor
" O Brien, 7th February, 1893.)

It is necessary that Her Majesty’s Government should know as
soon as possible intentions of your ministers and Legislature as to per-
manent legislation to enable Her Majesty to carry out treaty obligations.
Telegraph reply.

[Copv.]
(From Governor O Brien lo Secretary of Stale, February 14th, 1893.)

I am requested by my ministers with reference to your telegram of
7th February, to transmit the following minute of the committee of the
Executive Council : * Treaties Bill introduced by Sir W. Whiteway into
House of Assembly in session of 1892 was defeated by 23 to 8, two
members of the Executive only supported the Bill, Mr. Harvey
and Sir W. Whiteway. My responsible advisers call the attention of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the resolution of the 14th
May last, transmitted in telegram of 17th May, as indicating proposed
action of the House of Assembly.” Legislature meets 7th March.

[Corv.]
( Telegram from Secretary of State lo Governor O Brien, 16th Feb-
ruary, 1893.)
Referring to your telegram of 14th February, permanent legisla-
tion absolutely necessary to enable arbitration to proceed. French
Government would not enter into negotiations for purpose indicated by

A . o
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resolutions of Legislature till after arbitration. 1f Houses of Legislature
will not fulfil pledges given by delegates on their behalf, Her Majesty’s
Government will have no alternative but to introduce Imperjal legisla-
tion ; consequently we hope that your ministers will be prepared to in-
troduce and press legislation of satisfagtory permanent measure during
next session ; draft must be arranged with Her Majesty's Government.
Telegraph reply. '

[Copv.]
( Telegram from Governor (FBrien to the Principal Secretary of State
Jor the Colonies, 25th February, 1893.)

Referring to your telegram ot 16th February, matter is now before
select committee referred to in my telegram of 17th May, whose report

will be submitted to the Houses of Legislature meeting 7th March.
Till then my responsible advisers feel they cannot move.

o APPENDIX B.

A BILL..

[DraFr. |
Entitled, etc.

(Recite the Treaties, Declarations and Agreement for Arbitration.)

Whereas it is necessary that tribunals should be established on the
Treaty Coast of Newfoundland as referred to in the said treaties, de-
clarations, and agreement for the purpose of adjudicating upon all ques-
tions arising from time to time as between the persons fishing and
curing their fish upon the said coast ;

3



18 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

Be it enacted by the Grovernor, Legislative Council, and House of
Assembly, in Legislative Session convened :

1.—That it shall and may be lawful for the Government of New-
foundland, by and with the approval of Her Majesty, to appoint Judges,
either stationary or itinerant, upon the said Treaty Coast to hold Court
as occasion may require to determine all questions arising between per-
sons fishing and curing or drying their fish upon the said coast.

2.—That all such questions as aforesaid shall be heard and deter-
mined in a summary manner before the Court without a jury.

3.—That the said Judges shall have power to make such rules as
may be deemed necessary for the forms and procedure of the Court,
which rules shall, after having been approved of by Her Majesty in
Council and published in the Koyal Gazette, be legal and binding as if
embodied herein.

4.—That the judgments, orders and decrees of the said Courts
shall be executed by officials to be appointed as occasion may require
by the Government of Newfoundland, subject to the approval of Her
Majesty.

5.—When any party shall consider himself aggrieved by the ad-
judication, &c :

[Right of appeal to the Supreme Court of Newfoundland and
from thence to the Privy Council.]

6.—No judgment or decree of the said Court shall be questioned
for want of form.

7.—This Act shall be cited as, &c., &c.

APPENDIX C.

A BILL

To provide for carrying into effect Her Majesty's Engagements with France
respecting the Fisheries off the Coast of Newfoundland, and for the
Judicial Determination of Questions arising with reference thereto.

WHEREAS the engagements between Great Britain and France re-
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lating to the. Newfoundland fisheries rests upon the treaties, declarations
and agreements hereinafter mentioned :

* * * * * * * * * * *

And whereas it is expedient that permanent arrangements should
be made, both for the legal enforcement of the provisions of_the, French
treaties, and of the arbitration award, and also for the decision of ques-
tions which may from time to time arise under those provisions upon
the treaty coast and waters.

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council
and House of Assembly in Legislative Session convened, as follows —

1.—(1.) Her Majesty the Queen may from time to time, by in-
strument under Her Royal Sign Manual and Signet, appoint Judicial
Commissioners for the treaty coast and waters, and every Commissioner
so appointed shall receive from the Governor a commission for the pur-
poses of this Act.

(2.) There shall be a superior court of record, called thte Judicial
Commission Court, and the said Judicial Commissioners shall be Judges
of that Court.

2.—-(1.) Where a naval officer holding the instructions of her Ma-
jesty the Queen, given through the Commissioners of the Admiralty for
fulfilling the French treaties and arbitration award, thinks it necessary
to take any action against any persons or their property for the purpose
of carrying into effect or enforcing the said treaties or award, or of
maintaining peace and good order among the persons engaged in the
fisheries on the treaty coast and waters, shall bring the matter before
the Judicial Commission Court, and, before taking any action, obtain a
judgment of the Court directing such action.

(2.) Any person aggrieved by any act of a naval officer holding
such instructions as aforesaid may bring the matter before the Judicial
Commission Court.

(3-) The Judicial Commission Court shall try every case in a sum-
mary manner, and decide it in accordance with the French treaties
and arbitration award, and give such judgment as appears necessary for
carrying into effect the decision so as to secure the due observance of
the said treaties and award.

3.—(1.) A judgment of the Court may impose a fine, not exceed-
ing five hundred dollars, grant an injunction mandatory or otherwise,

.
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award damages or costs, direct a sale, and give any other order or
direction which appears to the Court necessary for carrying into full

effect the judgment of the Court, or for the execution of the French
treaties or arbitration award.

(2.) A judgment of the Judicial Commission Court shall have full
effect and may be executed, whether on land or at sea, by any naval
officer, or by any civil officer who executes the judgment of the Supreme
Court, or of a stipendiary magistrate.

4.—(1.) Subject to any rules from time to time made by Her Ma-
jesty the Queen, and countersigned by one of Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretaries of State—

(@) Sittings of the Judicial Commission Court shall be held at
such times and places, and either by one or more of the
Commissioners as occasion appears to require, and that
simultaneously or at different times, and at certain fixed
places, or at different places where a Commissioner may
be, and either on board ship or on land; and

(4) The jurisdiction of the Court may be exercised by one Com-
missioner ; and

(¢) The Court may, where it deems it expedient, summon any
persons having local knowledge and experience to sit
with the Court as assessors ; and

(@) The Court may, from time to time, appoint such officers as
appear to the Court necessary, and remove such officers.

5.—(1.) There shall not. save as hereinafter mentioned, be any
appeal from any judgment of the Judicial Commission Court in any
case connected with the French treaties or arbitration award, nor shall
the Court be liable in any such case to be restrained or interfered with
in the exercise ot their jurisdiction under this Act, whether by a prohi-
bition, mandamus, certiorari, or otherwise ; and any judgment, or other
proceeding of the Couit, shall not be deemed void by reason only of
any formal defect ; :

(2.) Provided that—

(a, Nothing in this Act shall impair the right of appeal to Her
> Majesty the Queen in Council, in accordance with such
regulations as Her Majesty in Council may make ; and
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(b) If any party to a case determined by one Judicial Commis-
sioner requires the case to be reheard before a Court
composed of more than one Commissioner, the case shall
be so reheard.

—tbhen. ;
(3.)Provided further, that an appeal or rehearing under sub-sec-
tion 2 of this section shall not operate,as a stay of execution.

6.—(1.) The Judicial Commission Court shall, for the purposes of
this Act, have the same jurisdiction and power of summoning and en-
forcing the attendance of parties and witnesses, of administering an
oatk, of protecting and enforcing respect for the Court, enforcing their
judgment or summons, and otherwise, as the Supreme Court, or (as
the case requires) any Stipendiary Magistrate.

(2.) A naval officer shall have power with a view to any proceed-
ing in the Judicial Commission Court, to take and bring before the
Court any person, or vessel or boat, or any tackle, equipment or nets,
and for that purpose, and for the purpose of the execution of any judg-
ment of the Court, shall have the authority and be entitled to the im-
munities given by law to any sheriff, bailiff, tipstaff, constable or officer
executing a warrant or judgment of the Supreme Court, or (as the case
requires) any Stipendiary Magistrate.

7.—(1.) The Judicial Commission Court may, from time to time,
with the approval of Her Majesty the Queen, signified under the
hand of one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, make, re-
voke, and vary rules regulatmg the procedure, payment of assessors,
practice, fees and costs, in matters under this Act, and providing for the
reception of depositions in evidence, and such rules shall be published
in the Royal Gazette, and while in force shall be binding as if enacted
in this Act.

(2.) All such fees, and also all fines imposed by the Court, shall
be paid, accounted for, and applied as directed by the rules, and subject
to any such direction shall be applied in aid of the expenses of the
.Court and the officers thereof, and so far as not required for that pur-
pose shall be applied as part of the revenue of Newfoundland.

8.—(1.) Nothing in this Act shall apply to any matter arising
otherwise than in relation to the French treaties and arbitration award.

(2.) The jurisdiction and powers conferred by this Act shall be in
“addition to, and not in derogation of, any jurisdiction and powers of Her
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Majesty the Queen, or officers acting under her orders, or of the Gov-
ernor, or any Court, magistrate, or officer of Newfoundland.

9.—In his Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

The expression “ Naval officer” means any officer, commissioned
and in full pay, of one of Her Majesty’s ships.

The expression * judgment” includes a decree or order.

The expression ‘* French treaties” means the engagements between

Great Britain and France recited in this Act, and includes any future
agreement for a continuation (pending the arbitration) of the modus
vivendt of 18go.

The expression ‘‘ arbitration award” means any award made in pur-
suance of the arbitration agreement recited in this Act.

The expression  treaty coast and waters”,means such portion of
the coast of Newfoundland as is mentioned’in the above-recited treaty
of Versailles, of the third day of September, one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty-three, and such of the waters adjoining that portion of
the coast as are within Her Majesty’s jurisdiction.

Words importing the masculine gender shall include females, and
words in the singular shall include the plural, and words in the plural
shall include the singular.

10.—The Newfoundland French Treaties Act of 1891 is hereby re-
pealed.

1 1.—This Act shall come into operation on such day as may be no-
tified by the Governor by proclamation, and may be cited as the “Fishery
Treaties Act, 1892.”

APPENDIX D.

»

Despatch Proposed to be Telegraphed.

“"Houses of Legislature unwilling it should be considered there was
ever any intention on their part to repudiate proposals made by dele-
gates; Bill rejected last year was not in accord with those proposals, and
did not contain principles agreed upon by delegates and Her Majesty’s
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Government. In reply to your despatch February 16th, both Houses
beg to intimate their readiness, in interests of Empire, to enact legisla-
tion fulfilling proposal by delegates, and to agree with Her Majesty's
Government upon draft of measure for that purpose. They regard it
as essential that such legislation should provide for Courts and compen-
sation as proposed in delegates’ letter May 1, 1891, and referred to by
Lord Salisbury in Lords May 29th, 1891. Legislature most earnestly
protests against Imperial legislation for enforcement treaties and award
of arbitratton which does not contain provision for compensation, and
for Courts constituted as agreed upon by Her Majesty’s Government
and delegates from this Colony. Partial arbitration now pending was
agreed upon in opposition Colony’s repeated protests. Legislature
earnestly desires that arbitration should not proceed unless scope ex-
tended so as to include all questions arising under treaties, or at least
French use of St. Pierre and Miquelon. Legislature urgently requests
that, while negotiations for extension arbitration, and joint application
Canada and this Colony for British Consul, are pending, the arbitration
regarding lobster question shall not be proceeded with. A measure ex-
tending till end 1895 present Act for enforcing treaties and modus vivend:
will be enacted if Her Majesty’s Government desire it, pending result
negotiations. Report joint select committee and address by both
Houses will be forthwith sent by mail.”

Hon. Colonial Secretary gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will
move the House into committee of the whole to consider the said
report. -

His Honor the Speaker informed the House that he had received
a communication from Mr. Joseph Boyd, late Sergeant-at-Arms, asking
leave to resign his position as Sergeant-at-Arms of this House, which
communication is dated November 4, 1892.

The Hon. the Premier gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will

move the appointment of a Sergeant-at-Arms in the room of Joseph
Boyd, Esquire, resigned.

Ordered that the following gentlemen be a select committee on

contingencies, printing, and reporting, for the present session: Dr. Tait,
and Messrs. Clift, Webber, Carty, Greene, Murray, and Hallaren.

On motion of Mr. Webber, it was ordered that the rules of the

House be suspended in reference to the consideration of the address of
thanks.
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The following Bills were read a first time, and it was ordered that
they stand for second reading to-morrow :—

On motion of Hon. Surveyor General, a Bill for the prevention of
seal-killing on Sunday ;

On motion of Mr. Murray, a Bill to regulate the business of fire
insurance within this colony.

On motion of Mr. Morine, a Bill to amend the ¢ Election Act,
1889.”

On motion of Mr. Morison, it was ordered that an address do pass
and be presented to His Excellency the Governor by such members of
this House as are of His Excellency’s Executive Council, requesting
that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid upon the table
of this House a report of the proceedings of the relief committee ap-
pointed to take charge of and distribute sthe funds contributed for
sufferers by the fire of July 8th last, accompanied by a statement of
the receipts and expenditures of the said committee.

It was moved by Mr. Morine, seconded by Mr. Rolls, that in the
opinion of this House it is expedient that the Government of this col-
ony should at once communicate with the Government of Canada for
the purpose of procuring legislation by the Parliament of Canada rela-
tive to the seal-fishing industry in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and in the
Atlantic Ocean, as nearly identical with the law of this Colony as cir-
cumstances will permit and make desirable; and the question being

put, it passed in the affirmative. -

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, at four of
the clock in the afternoon.

Thursday, March 9th, 1893.

Mr. Webber, from select committee upon address of thaks, pre-
sented their report (with draft of address annexed).

"~ The said address was read a first and a second time, and it was
ordered that the same be committed to committee of the whole to-
MOrrow.

Mr. Murray gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the
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chairman of the present joint French Shore committee (Mr. Bond) on
what date or dates the meetings of that committee actually took place,
and to lay on the table of this House copy of the minutes of proceed-
ings of the said committee ;

Also, that he will ask the Hon. the Premier if it is the intention of
the Government to introduce a Bill during the present session to amend
the Education Act of last session in relation to teachers’ pension
scheme ;

Also, to ask leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Education
Act, 1892.

On motion of Hon. Colonial Secretary, seconded by Mr. Morine,
the House resolved itself into committee of the whole to consider the
report of the joint select committee on the French Shore question.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had considered the mat-
ter to them referred, had made some progress, and asked leave to sit
again.

Ordered that the report be received and that the committee have
leave to sit again to-morrow and that the same stand first on the order
of the day.

On motion of the Hon. the Premier, it was ordered that Mr. Henry
Earle be appointed Sergeant-at-Arms of this House.

Ordered that the following be deferred :—

Second reading of Bill for prevention of seal killing on Sunday;

Second reading of Bill to regulate the business of fire insurance in
the Colony.

The Bill to amend the Election Act, 1889, was read a second time,
and it was ordered that the same be committed to committee of the
whole to-morrow.

Sir James S. Winter gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the
Hon. Colonial Secretary whether’the appointment of the commission of
enquiry into claims for losses sustained by the fishermen of St. George’s
Bay in the years 1889, 1890, and 1891 through the misconduct of
French fishermen, the interference of French officers, and other causes,

4
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the report of which commission was laid upon the table of this House
on the 6th April last, was made at the instance or request of the Im-
perial Government, and if so, to lay upon the table of the House a copy
of the correspondence with Imperial Government leading up to the ap-
pointment of that commission ; and also whether the report of that com-
mission has been forwarded to Her Majesty’s Governmert or other
action taken by the Colonial Government with a view to obtaining from
H. M. Government or the Government of France compensation for the
losses which appear from this report to have been sustained ; or, if the ap-
pointment of the said commission was not at the instance or request of
the Imperial Government, whether the Government of the Colony intend
to take any and, if so, what action, in the matter of such compensation ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary
whether telegraph messages signed by the Attorney General and sent
to William Young, Bonne Bay, ———— Wilson, Bonne Bay, and others,
in the month of March, 1891, in the followmg words: “ Get license
from Somerville—go ahead,” or to that eflect, in reply to messages or
letters from them enquiring whether they would be permitted to take
lobsters and operate lobster factories during the season of 1891 upon
the French treaty coast, were sent by the authority ot the Government,
and if so, to lay upon the table of the House a copy of the said tele-
gram and of the letters or telegrams to which the said telegram were in
reply. Also, whether any claim has been made upon the Government
for compensation by any of the said parties on the ground that they had
commenced the prosecution of the lobster business upon the faith of
the assurance conveyed by the said telegram and were afterwards inter-
fered with by the officers of H. M. ships, and if so, whether the Gov-
ernment have taken or intend to take any, and if so, what action upon
the said claim or claims, and to lay upon the table of the House copies
of all correspondence in relation to said claims ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon. the Colonial Secre-
tary to lay upon the table of the House a statement of the amounts for
which authority has been given on executive responsibility for expendi-
tures in the district of Burin since the 3oth June last, the purposes for
which the expenditures were authorized, and the names of the commis-
sioners or parties to whom such authority was given ;

=== Also, that he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary if any petition
or petitions have been received from the inhabitants of Mortier Bay or
other places in the district of Burin praying for grants for roads or other
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public works since the month of November last, and also a statement
 the amounts, if any, of expenditures which have been authorized by
the Executive Government in answer to such petitions, and the names
of the commissioners or persons to whom the authority has been given ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Chairman of the Board of
ﬂorks to lay upon the table of the House a statement shewmg in detail

e several amounts for which authority has been issued since the 3oth
" June last for expenditures in the district of Burin upon main lines of
oad, piers, breakwaters, public wharves, and other public works, the
" names of the commissioners or other persons to whom such authority
5 or instructions were given respectively, and setting forth whether such
‘expenditures were authorized under and, if so what, Act, or upon the
responsibility of the Executive Government ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary
Ibether a telegraph message sent to Burin in the month of November
51gned by the acting Attorney General, stating that any under-
g aking given by Dr. Tait, the hon. member for the district, in relation
~ to public works in Burin or Mortier Bay would be carried out by the
‘:i'_ﬁevernment was sent by the authority of the Government ;

Also, whether a telegraphic message sent to St. Lawrence, in the
~district of Burin, in the month of November last, signed by the actmg
- Attorney General, stating that any legislation promised by Dr. Tait in
relation to the use of bultows would be enacted by the Legislature, was
!!HI‘: by the authority of the ‘Government, and if so, whether the Gov-
*ment intend to introduce any such leglslatlon as was referred to in
# said telegram.

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, at four of the clock in
-afternoon.

_—

Friday, March 10th, 1893.

~ The House resolved itself into committee of the whole on report of
,L, oint select committee on the French Treaties questlon

‘h R
Mr. Speaker left the chair.
~ Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.
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Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had considered the mat-
ter to them referred and had adopted, without amendment, the report
of the joint select committee.

Ordered that the report be received.

On motion that the said report be adopted, it was moved by Mr.
Murray, seconded by Mr. Webber, that appendix D to the said report

of the joint select committee be struck out and the following substi-
tuted therefor :—

‘“ That the Legislature of this Colony are unwilling to pass any
local Act further relating to the administration of the affairs of the Treaty
Shore, and reserves all its rights as a Colony subject to such action as
Her Majesty’s Government may see fit to undertake on its own re-
sponsibility.” -

The amendment being put, the House divided thereon, when there
appeared for the amendment two, viz., Mr. Murray and Mr. Murphy,
and against the amendment twenty, viz., Hon. the Premier, Hon. Colo-
nial Secretary, Hon. Surveyor General, Hon. E. P. Morris, Messrs.
Webber, White, Duff, Whiteley, Clift, McGrath, F. Morris, Tait, Greene,

Carty, Rolls, Morine, Morison, Munn, Shea, Sir James S. Winter. So
it passed in the negative.

The question that the said report be adopted being then put, the
House divided thereon, when there appeared in the affirmative seven-
teen, namely, Hon. Coldnial Secretary, Hon. Surveyor General, Hon.
E. P. Morris. Messrs. White, Whiteley, Clift, McGrath, F. Morris, Tait,
Greene, Carty, Rolls, Morine, Morison, Munn, Shea, Sir ]J. S. Winter,
and in the negative five, namely, Hon. the Premier, and Messrs. Mur-
phy, Webber, Duff, and Murray.

So it passed in the affirmative and was ordered accordingly.
( For report, see pages 9-23, inclusive.)

And the House having sat after midnight,
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\ Saturday, March 11th, 1893.
i

~ On motion of the Hon. the Colonial Secretary it was ordered that
‘the following addresses be adopted and that a message be sent to the
egislative Council requesting their concurrence :—

“Zo His Excellency Str ]J. TERENCE N. O’BRIEN,
Lieut.- Colonel, Knight- Commander of the
Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael
and St. George, Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies.

- May 1T PLEASE Your ExcELLENCY,—

. The Legislative Council and the House of Assembly request, that
= cur Excellency will be pleased to cause to be transmitted to Her
- Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies the following despatch, in
- reply to the telegrams of February the 16th, from Her Majesty’s Secre-
- tary of State to your Excellency, namely :

“ Houses of Legislature unwilling it should be considered there was
ever any intention on their part to repudiate proposals made by dele-
gates; Bill rejected last year was not in accord with those proposals, and
- did not contain principles agreed upon by delegates and Her Majesty’s
‘Government. In reply to your despatch February 16th, both Houses
eg to intimate their readiness, in interests of Empire, to enact legisla- -
tion fulfilling proposals by delegates, and to agree with Her Majesty’s
;-—' ‘Government upon draft of measure for that purpose. They regard itas

‘essential that such legislation should provide for Courts and compensa-
tion as proposed in delegates’ letter May 1, 1891, and referred to by
Salisbury in Lords May 29th, 1891. Leglslature most earnestly
tests against Imperial legislation for enforcement treaties and award
of arbitration which does not contain provision for compensation, and
or Courts constituted as agreed upon by Her Majesty’s Government
~and delegates from this Colony. Partial arbitration now pending was
3 greed upon in opposition Colony’s repeated protests. Legislature ear-
~nestly desires that arbitration should not proceed unless scope extended
- s0as to include all questions arisingjunder treaties, or at least French use
- St. Pierre and Miquelon. Legislature urgently requests that, while

~ negotiations for extension arbitration, and joint application Canada and
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this Colony for British consul, are pending, the arbitration regarding
lobster question shall not be proceeded with. A measure extending
till end 1895 present Act for enforcing treaties and modus vivend: will be
enacted if Her Majesty’s Government desire it, pending result negotia-
tions. Report joint select committee and address by both Houses will
be forthwith sent by mail.”

“Zo His Excellency Sir J. TERENCE N. O'BRIEN,
Lieut.- Colonel, Knight- Commander of the
Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael
and St. George, Governor and Commander-
-in- Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies.

MAy 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The Legislative Council and the House of Assembly have adopted
the accompanying report of a joint select committee of both Houses of
the Legislature on the French treaties question, and they request that
your Excellency will be pleased to cause the said report to be trans-
mitted by mail to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies.”

(Here annex report as see page 9-23.)

It was ordered that the several matters on the order-paper be de-
ferred.

+  Mr. Murray gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
the Attorney General what is the state of the law at present in force as
regards the legality or otherwise of the sale of intoxicating liquors
within the electoral districts of Carbonear, Harbor Grace, Port-de-
Grave, and Brigus; (2) Whether the local option law is at present in
force in either of those districts, and which of them, and whether the
licensed sale exists in these places or any of them, or which; (3) Also,
whether he has any information to the effect that intoxicating liquors
are for sale without license in any of the above-named places.

Mr. Murray also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask leave
tp introduce a Bill for the repeal of the Bait Act and all other Acts re-
~Jating to the sale or disposal of bait fishes within this colony.

Then the House adjourned until the hour of half-past three in the
afternoon of this day, Saturday.
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Saturday, March 11th, 1893.

The House met at half-past three of the clock, pursuant to ad-
urnment.

Mr. Murphy presented a petition from Jabez Flight and others, of
Pouch Cove, for a safety fence.

Ordered that said petition be laid on the table.

. 1 ~ Pursuant to notice, Mr. Murray asked leave to introduce a Bill
‘entitled “An Act to repeal the Bait Act,” and leave being granted, the
".:; id Bill was read a first time, and it was ordered that the same be read
‘a second time to-morrow.

X Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into com-
‘mittee of the whole on address of thanks.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.

~ Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.

- Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had considered the mat-
r to them referred, had made some progress, and asked leave to sit
Ordered that said report be received, and that the committee have
e to sit again to-morrow.

Ordered that the remaining matters on the order-paper be deferred.
- The following messages were received from the Legislative Coun-
I' Cl »” 3
- *“ MRr. SpeakEr,—The Legislative Council acquaint the House of
\ _—-- bly that they concur in the adoption of the accompanying report

_:_IL]omt select committee of both Houses upon the French treaties
ues Oon.

5 Council Chamber, 11th March, 1893.
S _ E. D. SuEA, President.”

Y 4  (For joint report as adopted, see pages 9-23, inclusive.

- *“ MR. SPEAKER,—The Legislative Council acquaint the House of
>mbly that they concur in the address to His Excellency the Gov-
praymg that His Excellency will be pleased to forward to Her
esty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, by telegraph, a

e
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despatch on the French Treaties question, and by mail certain papers
on the same subject.
Council Chamber, March 11th, 1893.
E. D. Suga, President.”

(With the said messages were returned, signed by E. D. Shea,
President, the two addresses to His Excellency ‘the Governor, which
appear in the Journal of yesterday, the 10th instant).

Then the House adjourned until Monday next at four of the clock
in the afternoon.

Monday, March 13th, 1893.

- ' - -
Pursuant to notice, Mr. Murray asked leave to introduce a Bill to
amend the Education Act of 1892 ; and, leave being granted, the said
Bill was read a first time and it was ordered that the same be read a

second time to-morrow.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into com-
mittee of the whole of the address of thanks.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.

Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had made some pro-
gress in the consideration of the address and asked leave to sit again.

Ordered that the report be received, and that the committee have
leave to sit again to-morrow.

Ordered that the remaining matters on the order-paper be de-
ferred.

Mr. Morison gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
the Colonial Secretary to lay on the table all tenders received by the
Government for steamers to ply upon the great northern bays, and all
correspondence relating thereto.
™= Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary
to lay on the table the report of John R. McCowen, Esq., on the subject
of the improvement of the fire protection service in St. John's.
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1 E——
Mr. Morine gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Pre-

. mier whether it is the intention of the Government to continue the con-
~ struction of the northern railway beyond the Exploits to Hall's Bay ;

Also, whether the construction of the branch railways to Carbonear
and Clarke’s Beach, or either of them, is to be commenced this year.

Also, whether it is the intention of the Government to commence
this year a railway from St. John’s to Whitbourne.

Mr. Morine also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the
~ Colonial Secretary to lay on the table all information in his possession
ve to the proposed operation of asbestos mines on the west coast,
- and the report upon the recent survey of the carboniterous area in the
- vicinity of Grand lL.ake.

‘Mr. Morison gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
-r" onial Secretary to lay on the table a copy of the report of Judge
~ Prowse concerning the fire of July 8th last, together with the-evidence
-I_&n:n in connection therewith ;

' ~ Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon. the Colonial Secre-
iry to lay on the table all papers in connection with the survey of the
ountry between the Exploits and Bay St. George ;

Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon. the Receiver General
hy on the table (1) a statement of the gross amount of the Revenue
1892 distinguishing between Customs Revenue and revenue receiv-
ed from other sources; (2) a statement of the gross expenditure

B (o tﬁgz
5 .-"_ Mr. Morison also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the
on. the Attorney General to lay on the table copy of all correspond-
nce between the Attorney General and Norman Snelgrove, Esquire,
p ﬁld-—-—-—-—- McCormack, Esquire, Justices of the Peace at Catalina, re-
ecting the conviction of William Coleridge and——— Joy for breaches
jl the License Act, and respecting the remission of the fines imposed
‘upon said William Coleridge and ——— Joy by the said Justices ; also,
to ask the Hon. Attorney General if any licenses have been granted for
th '. sale of intoxicating liquors at Catalina ; if so, to whom granted, and

at authority-.
*'Hr Morine gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Colo-

al Secretary to lay upon the table the report of Government Engineer

" "tir, progress, condmon &c., of the railway being constructed to-
s Hall's Bay ;

-
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Also that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Premier if the Government
have considered the advisability of the construction of a branch railway
from the northern railway through the peninsula between Trinity and
Bonavista Bays, to the easternmost extremity of that peninsula ;

Also, if in any railway Bill introduced this year provision will be
made for the construction of such a branch;

Also, if the Government will order a survey of the peninsula to be
made this year.

Mr. Morine also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the
Colonial Secretary to lay upon the table the report of the proceedings
at the Halifax conference, and all subsequent correspondence relative
thereto ;

Also, that he will ask him if the recommendation relative to the
reduced postage, agreed to be made by the delegates, has been ac-
cepted by the Governments ol Canada ind Newfoundland, or either
of them ;

Also, that he will ask him if a joint application, by Canada and
Newfoundland, for the appointment of a British consul and assistant
consul at St. Pierre has been made, and to bring down the correspond-
ence relative thereto ;

Also, that he will ask him if the Government has appointed a geo-
grapher to gather data for delimitating the Labrador boundary; if so,
whom ; if not, if one will be appointed.

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, at four of
the clock in the afternoon.

Tuesday, March 14th, 1893.

Mr. Dawe gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
the Premier if he is aware that the Labrador and coastal steamers con-
veying sick and infirm fishermen from Labrador during the fishery sea-
son are not provided with proper and sufficient hospital accommoda-
tion and attendance on board the said steamers, and whether the
Government intend to make provision for the supply of the necessary
accommodation and attendance on board these boats.
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Mr. Murray gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
" Colonial Secretary if a commission was lately appointed to investigate
the accounts with the Government of the Anglo-American Telegraph
Company ; if so, by whom said commission was appointed; it the inves-
: ion has been concluded ; if the commission has reported, and to
~ whom ; and if so, to lay a copy of said report and the evidence on the
table of this House ;

F

- Also, that he will ask the Hon. the Premier to cause to be laid on
‘the table of the House copy of the agreements made between the Gov-
~ ernment and the trustees of the Temperance Hall, or, in the absence of
- such agreement in writing, to state the nature of any agreement in
~ existence between the parties.

L

Hon. Colonial Secretary laid on the table tenders and letters in
reference to steamers to ply on the northern bays, namely, from James
., el'& Co., Pile & Co., G. Makinson, Thomas Corbin, John Condon,
‘and Joseph Wood ; also, report of John R. McCowen on fire depart-
‘ments ; also, printed copy of report of Judge Prowse on the circum-
~ stances of the fire of July 8, 1892 ; also, copy of report of geological
- survey, 1891 and 1892.

: Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into com-
- mittee of the whole on the address of thanks.

.’ Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.

R |
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had made some pro-
- gress in the consideration of the address, and asked leave to sit again.

Ordered that the report be received, and that the committee have
le:_we to sit again to-morrow, and that same stand first on the order of
~ the day. a E

Ordered that the several matters on the order-paper be deferred.

- Mr. Murray gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.
- the Attorney General what steps have been taken, and with what suc-
cess, to collect the arrears of rent for the use of the public dock due by
-~ Messrs. J. E. Simpson & Co., and what is the balance now due ; also,
- whether any steps are being taken by the lessees of the dock or the
vernment to have such necessary repairs effected on the property as
- will keep it undiminished in value as a public asset.



36 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, at four of
the clock in the afternoon. : :

Wednesday, March 15th, 1893.

Ordered that notice by Mr. Murray to ask the Hon. Colonial Secre-
tary if a commission was lately appointed to investigate the accounts of
the Anglo-American Telegraph Company with the Government; if so,
by whom the said commission was appointed ; if the investigation has
been concluded ; if the commission has reported, and to whom ; and if

so, to lay a copy of said report and evidencg on the table of this House,
be deferred.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into com-
mittee of the whole on address of thanks.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.

Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had made some pro-
gress in the matter to them referred and asked leave to sit again.

v

He also reported that the committee had resolved that the follow-
ing words used by the hon. member, Dr. Tait, with reference to the hon.
member, Sir James S. Winter, while in committee, be taken down by
the clerk and be reported to the House :—

“ One Coady had a claim against the Government while Sir James

“ Winter was Attorney General. Sir James Winter received one
‘ thousand dollars as Attorney General at the Receiver General’s office
“ and gave no receipt therefor; Sir James Winter retained eight hun-
* dred dollars of the amount for a claim he had against Coady ; after-
wards Sir Jaines Wjnter was retained, or his firm was retained, to pros-

ecute Coady’s claim against the Government, and then contended
-—ss. that Coady’s  claim should be paid.”

¢

It was ordered that the said words be entered in the Journals of
the House ; and that the committee’s report be received and that the

committee have leave to sit again to-morrow and stand first on the order
of the day.
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Ordered that the other matters on the order-paper be deferred.
And, the House having sat after midnight,

Thursday, March 16th, 1893.

Mr. Morison gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.

Receiver General to lay on the table a statement (1) of the total amount

expended by the Government for street and other services from the 25th

~ of August last to this date ; (2) of the total amount of debentures issued

- by the Government for street improvements in the burnt district of St.
John’s from the 25th day of August last to this date.

Also that he will, on to-morrow, ask the Surveyor General to lay

~ on the table a statement (a) of the number of arbitrations completed in
* the burnt district of St. John’s since the fire of July 8th last; (b) of the
~ total amount awarded on said arbitrations ; (c) of the number of claims
- preferred and not yet arbitrated on.

Then the House adjourned until the hour of four of the clock in the
afternoon of this day.

Thursday, March 16th, 1893.

In reply to question of Mr. Murray, the Hon. Colonial Secretary
~ laid on the table of the House report of commission appointed to en-
qﬁire into the accounts, expenditure, and management of the Govern-
ment system of telegraphs, also the evidence taken before the said
_t‘.ummksnon .

- On motion of Mr. Morine, seconded by Mr. Murray, it was ordered
that the said report be printed.

Mr Greene gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Hon.

uced and (or) read before the commission appomted to enquire into
he accounts, expenditure, and management of the Government system
telegraphs, stating by whom produced,
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Mr. Morine gave notice that, on to-morrow, he will ask the Col-
onial Secretary to lay upon the table of the House a copy of all corres-
pondence in connection with the survey and construction of branch
roads from the northern railway to settlements adjacent thereto ;

Also, that he will ask him if such roads, or any of them, have been,
in whole or in part, constructed, and what amount has been spent on
each.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into com-
mittee of the whole on address of thanks.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Whiteley took the chair of the committee.

And, the House having sat after midnight,

Friday, March 17, 1893.

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported that the committee had passed the follow-

ing address :-—
“Zo His Excellency Sir J. TERENCE N. O’BRIEN,

Lieut.- Colonel, Knight- Commander of the
Most Distinguished Order of St. Mickael
and St. George, Governor and Commander-
in- Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies.

May 1T PLEASE Your EXCELLENCY,—

We, the Commons House of Assembly, in legislative session con-
vened, while respectfully thanking your Excellency for the gracious
speech with which you have been pleased to open the present session
of the Legislature, rejoice to learn therefrom that the delay in summon-
ing the Legislature, due to the occupation of the Legislative Chambers
by public departments since the late fire, will be compensated by the
early presentation of the public accounts, and that a short session may
be anticipated.

== Your Excellency’s congratulations upon the energy and enterprise
of the citizens of St. John’s since July last we fully reciprocate, and, in
common with your Excellency, we rejoice in the return to business
activity displayed in St. John’s as evidenced by the erection of some six
hundred houses of improved architectu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>