


 

 
 

House of Assembly 
Newfoundland and Labrador 

 
 
 
 
Minutes of the House of Assembly 
Management Commission 
 
 
 
Date: December 4 & 5, 2012 
Location:  House of Assembly Chamber 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
  
 
Members Present:  
Hon. Ross Wiseman, Speaker 
Ms. Sandra Barnes, Clerk of the House of Assembly 
Hon. Jerome Kennedy, Government House Leader  
Ms. Lorraine Michael, MHA (NDP) Signal Hill - Quidi Vidi 
Mr. Vaughn Granter, MHA (PC) Humber West 
Ms. Yvonne Jones, MHA (L) Cartwright - L'Anse Au Clair 
Hon. Joan Shea, MHA (PC) St. Georges – Stephenville 
Mr. Dwight Ball, MHA (L) Humber Valley 
 
Other 
Mr. Wade Verge, MHA (PC) Lewisporte, Deputy Speaker  
Ms. Marie Keefe, Policy & Communications Officer, Clerk’s Office 

   

CM 2012-035 The Minutes of the House of Assembly Management Commission 

meeting held on September 18, 2012 were approved as read. 

Reports 

The Speaker gave an update on authorizations made under subsection 18(4) of the Members  

Resources and Allowances Rules for the period ending November 28, 2012. The Speaker  

Reported the following approvals: 

• $12,000, (HST excluded) for office accommodations for the Member for Terra 

Nova, Mr. Sandy Collins. This was the lowest proposal submitted. 



• $14,400 (HST excluded) for office accommodations for the Member for Labrador 

West, Mr. Nick McGrath. This was the lowest proposal submitted. 

• $18,594.65 (HST excluded) for office accommodations for the Member for Bay of 

Islands, Mr. Eddie Joyce. This was the lowest proposal submitted. 

• $200 for the cost of a sign adjacent to the office accommodations for the Member 

for Bonavista South, Mr. Glen Little.   

 

The Clerk reported on authorization given for furniture and equipment expenditures for the  

period ending November 28, 2012. The approvals are as follows: 

� $199.99 was approved for a 48” round table for the constituency office of Mr. Nick 

McGrath, District of Labrador West; and,  

� $655.68 was approved for a lateral filing cabinet for the constituency office of Mr. Ms. 

Joan Shea, District of St. George’s – Stephenville East.  

 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of the Report from the 2012 Members’ Compensation  

Review Committee and considered a process for dealing with the recommendations of the  

Report. The Commission decided to meet in January, 2013 to deal with issues that had  

budgetary implications for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  

 
The audited financial information for the Office of the Auditor General was presented to the  
Commission for review. No decision was required. 
 
CM 2012-036  Pursuant to subsection 25(1) of the Members’ Resources and 

Allowances Rules, the Commission directed that the standard office 

allocation be amended to provide a television (including accessories) 

which is not greater than 32 inches. 

 

As the House of Assembly was resuming sitting at 7:00 p.m., the Commission adjourned the  

meeting at 6:50 p.m. until the following day, December 5, 2012, at which time the  

remaining agenda item would be considered. 

 

 



 

The meeting resumed at 5:25 p.m.on December 5, 2012 with all members present. 

 

CM 2012-037 The Commission considered a motion from the Leader of the Third 

Party  to approve a transfer of funds to the salary main object from 

other main objects within the Third Party Caucus activity. The motion 

was defeated. 

 
Adjournment: 5:40 p.m. 
Hon. Ross Wiseman, MHA 
Speaker and Chair 
 
 
 
 
Sandra Barnes 
Clerk and Secretary to the Commission 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To:  House of Assembly Management Commission 
 
From:  Speaker of the House of Assembly 
 
Date:  February 20, 2013 
 
Subject: Report on Section 18(4) – Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules 

 
 

 
Section 18 of the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules provides a maximum allowance of $7000 
($6,140, plus HST) for constituency office accommodations. Under the Rules, a Member may make 
application in writing to the Speaker requesting permission to exceed the maximum when 
accommodations can not be obtained within the maximum guidelines. The Speaker must report, in 
writing, to the Commission any authorizations made under this section of the rules. 

 

Report on Section 18(4) – Period Ending: February 20, 2013 

 
DISTRICT MEMBER AMOUNT  

APPROVED 
REASON 

 
Port de Grave 
 

 
Mr. Glen Littlejohn 

 
$11,313.50 per 

annum  
(HST excluded) 

 
Only proposal submitted.  

 
Baie Verte-
Springdale 

 
Mr. Kevin Pollard 

 
$12,000.00 per 

annum  
(HST excluded) 

 

 
Only proposal submitted. 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To:  House of Assembly Management Commission 
 
From:  Clerk of the House of Assembly 
 
Date:  February 20, 2013 
 
Subject: Report on Authorizations for Furniture and Equipment Expenditures 
 

 
 
The Commission approved a Standard Office Allocation Package for Members and 
Constituency Assistants pursuant to Section 25(1) of the Members’ Resources and Allowances 

Rules.  At its May 2, 2008 meeting, the Commission delegated authority to the Clerk to pre-
approve expenditures for other furniture and equipment to a maximum of $500.00, with the 
Clerk to report all such approvals to the Commission (CM 2008-044 refers). 
 
  

Report for Period Ending: February 20, 2013 
 
 

DISTRICT MEMBER TYPE OF 
EXPENDITURE 

COST DETAILS 

 
Humber East 

 
Mr. Tom Marshall 

 
Office equipment 

 
$323.50 

 
Wireless headset 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH REPORT 
 

OF 
 

THE AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 

TO 
 

THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
 

PURSUANT TO 
 

PARAGRAPH 23 (8) (c) 
 

OF THE 
 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ACCOUNTABILITY, INTEGRITY AND 
 

ADMINISTRATION ACT 
 
 

January 22nd, 2013 
 
 

 
 



The Audit Committee of the House of Assembly was established under the authority of 
Section 23 of the House of Assembly Accountability, Integrity and Administration Act 
(the Act) which was enacted on June 14, 2007.  Section 23 outlines the responsibilities of 
the Committee.  Included in these responsibilities is the requirement, under Paragraph 
23(8)(c), that the Committee  report regularly to the House of Assembly Management 
Commission (the Commission) with respect to its activities. 
 
The Audit Committee has submitted five Reports and a Memo to the Commission 
regarding its activities.  This Report, the sixth, covers the period April 8, 2011 to January 
22, 2013 inclusive.  
 
At Dissolution, October 11, 2011, the Committee comprised Bob Ridgley, MHA, St. 
John’s North, Chair, Kelvin Parsons, MHA, Burgeo – LaPoile, Janet Gardiner, FCA and 
Gail Hamilton, FCA. 
 
There have been some changes in the membership of the Committee since their last 
Report: 
 

Gail Hamilton, FCA, was appointed a member of the Committee on September 1, 
2011, succeeding Donald Warr, FCA; Janet Gardiner, FCA, accepted 
reappointment for a year when her term expired on August 31, 2011 and was 
succeeded on December 3, 2012 by Dr. Alex Faseruk; Kevin Parsons, MHA, 
Cape St. Francis, was appointed a member and Chair of the Committee on 
December 13, 2011, succeeding Bob Ridgley, MHA; Yvonne Jones, MHA, 
Cartwright – l’Anse au Clair was appointed a member of the Committee on 
December 13, 2012, succeeding Kelvin Parsons, MHA, and Vaughn Granter, 
MHA, Humber West, was appointed a member of the Committee,  on June 12, 
2012 and Chair on September 18, 2012, succeeding Kevin Parsons, MHA.   

 
On behalf of the Audit Committee may I take this opportunity to acknowledge with 
thanks the valuable contribution of the former members to the Committee’s work. 
 
Since the last report the Committee has met four times: on September 14, 2011, 
September 9, 2012, December 11, 2012 and January 22, 2013. 
 
 
The Committee has held meetings with 

 
 the Auditor General and/or his staff (September 14, 2011); 
 the Comptroller General and his staff (January 22, 2013); 
 the Clerk of the House(September 14, 2011, September 25, 2012, 

December 11, 2012 and January 22, 2013); 
 the Chief Financial Officer or designate (December 11, 2012 and 

January 22, 2013) and 
 Grant Thornton representatives (January 22, 2013). 
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BN 2013-001  
 

House of Assembly Management Commission 

Briefing Note 

 
 
Title:  Budget Transfers 

 

  

Issue: Ratification of Approval of Transfer of Funds 

 

Background: 

• Section 5 of the Transfer of Funds Policy, April 2008, states: 
 

“Where a Commission meeting can be scheduled in sufficient time before 

the transfer of funds is required, the transfer of funds will be approved at 

a meeting of the Commission. If this is not practicable, Authority is 

delegated by the Commission to a quorum of four members (must include 

one member representing Government and one member representing a 

party in opposition to the Government) to approve the transfer of funds 

prior to processing of the transaction. The transfer of funds approval will 

be ratified at the next Commission meeting.” 

 

• In accordance with Section 5 of the Transfer of Funds Policy, one transfer was 
approved by a quorum of at least four members of the House of Assembly 
Management Commission in October 2012. The attached budget transfer 
adjustment form provides further details regarding this transfer. 

 
 

• Budget Transfer No. HOABT2013-0004 was required to transfer funds to 
Members’ Resources – Grants and Subsidies to provide operational funding for 
the Independent Member for the period September 13, 2012 to March 31, 2013. 
CM2008-093 states that: “Independent Members not affiliated with a registered 
political party shall be entitled to the Variable (per Private member) funding of 
$18,000 per fiscal year, subject to the approved salary adjustment formula, for the 
purpose of research and administration, and Operational Funding of $100 per 
month for miscellaneous operational purposes, subject to the approved adjustment 
formula.” 

Analysis: 

 

 Legal Consultation: 

      Not applicable 
  

Internal Consultation(s): 

  Not applicable 
  

External Consultation(s): 

  Not applicable 
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Comparison to Government Policy: 

  Not applicable 
 
 Financial Impact: 

  Not applicable  
 
 Legislative Impact: 

  Not applicable 
 

Options: 

 Not applicable 
 

 

Status: 

 Not applicable  
 

Action Required: 

 

The Commission ratifies the approval of the following transfer of funds: 
 
Budget Transfer No. HOABT2013-0004 to transfer funds to Members’ Resources – Grants and 
Subsidies to provide operational funding for the Independent Member for the period September 
13, 2012 to March 31, 2013.  
 
 
Prepared by:   Wanda Lee Mercer     Approved by: Sandra Barnes 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Date:        February 18, 2013  
 

 

Attachments: 
1.   Budget Transfer No. HOABT2013-0004  
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