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BACKGROUND

Subsection 20(5) of The Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules provided that, in addition to office space in
the Confederation Building, a Member may have office space in the Member’s constituency. A request had been
submitted to the Speaker to have permission to establish an office in a constituency other than the Member’s
constituency. The Commission recognized there are circumstances that warrant approval for such requests and
approved the following draft amendment at the November 28, 2007 meeting:

(5.1) Notwithstanding paragraph (5)(a), the Speaker may, upon the written request of a member,
approve the locating of that member's constituency office space within a constituency that is not a
constituency of that member provided that the requested office space is located in a constituency
that is adjacent to the member's constituency.

As this rule amendment is not changing the levels of reimbursement, the amending process of subsection 15(5) of
the House of Assembly Accountability, Integrity and Administration Act does not apply. Rules Amendments are
not effective until published in the NL Gazette. The new subsection 20(5.1) came into force on Friday, February
22, 2008.
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