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The House met at 11:00 A.M. 

MR.CHALKER: Last week I gave a written answer to question asked by the hon. 

member for Humber East in connection with the cost of the Janeway ApartmeUt > 

Complex at Pleasantville. I have been informed by my staff that a mistake had 

been made in answering~the question and quite a legitimate one too. They 

advised me this morning that the building cost, plus architects fees, are the 

basis for unit cost computations. In this case the building cost was two 

million three hundred and six thousand dollars. The architects fees $165,000 

making a total of $2,471,000. The area is one hundred thousand two hundred 

and ninety square feet, which makes the unit cost $24.70 per square foot. I 

must apologize to the bon. House Sir for giving this information incorrectly 

but it was just an ordinary mistake that was made by the computing s~stem in 

our department. 

MR.CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, the answer given in the question as to the number 

of square feet is 49,450 and now the minister says the actual area space is 

100,290, what is the explanation for the difference? 

MR.CHALKER: Mr. Speaker, I go on now with something else that I did not think 

would be necessary. The floor plans because of the large size of the building 

itself shows only half the floor. In the original computation of the area a 

mistake was made in not multiplying the result of the area take off by two to 

get the area of the floor. Hence the area originally given has 49,000 square 

feet should have been 99,000 square feet. A more accurate check, and I 

think ~his will answer my bon. friend's question. The more accurate check on 

the actual area have increased this slightly to a hundred thousand two hundred 

and ninety square feet. This error is regretted. The three floors of the 

three buildings were involved and the result in error distorted the unit 

cost substantially. 

Presenting Petitions: 

MR.W.SMALL~OOD: Mr. Speaker, l beg leave to present a petition from some of 

the farmers in the Rattling Bro~k - King's Point area. I might say Mr. Speaker, . . 
that essentially the'area from Rattling Brook down to Harry's Harbour taking in 

Rattling Brook King's Point, Jackson's Cove. Silverdale, Nick's Nose Cove.-
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Langdon's Cove, and Harry's Harbour is essentially the only farming area . 
in Green Bay with the exception of a small area up around the Trans-Canada 

near the main road leading into Springdale. The prayer of this petition Sir, 

is for the construction or improvement of a road from the highway leading 

from King's Point down to Harry's Harbour over to a place on the point. 

This road originally was constructed by the farmers themselves without any 

help whatsoever from the Government and without any help from the Department 

of Agriculture. But the road of_ course was never properly constructed 

and it is now in such a condition that the farmers are finding it difficult 

to properly work their land. I strongly support the prayer of this petit,on 

and ask that it be received by the House and referred to the department 

to which it relates. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS: 

MR.SMALLWOOD: Mr. Speaker, question No. 522, on the Order Paper of May 26, 

in the name of the bon. member for St. John's West. There is no municipal 

water and sewer system at Musgrave Harbour, they do not have a system there. 

Therefore of course the Musgrave Harbour Academy had no water system. There 

was nb water system that they could join, ~here being no water system in 

Musgrave Harbour. When the department of Municipal Affairs was made aware 

of the situation at the school, the inadequate sanitary facilities, at the 

school the Academy. the department made grants available to the council 

to the Town Council of ~usgrave Harbour to enable them to pay the cost of 

removing night soil daily from the school. Then the department also arranged 

with the Town Council to install water and sewer lines to serve the Academy. 

This is not a water and sewer system for the whole community but just to 

the school itself. They estimate t _hat this will take about six weeks to 

complete. 

(3) Does not arise. 

MR. W, CALLAHAN: Mr. Speaker, I have the answer to question No. 403 in the 

name of tpe hon. me~ber for St. Joh~'s West on the Order Paper April 13, 

The board endeavours where possible to take farm land as security and in 

such cases of course no insurance is carried. In:•cases where equipment is 
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taken as security insurance is carried. With the exception of two loans . 
where in the first instance the amount owed is very small then the second 

instance where the first insurance policy had lapsed and the borrower had 

been requested to reinsure. That is in two particular cases. 

(2) The Board felt there was no possible opportunity to make recovery because 

(a) of termination of farming op~rations 

(b) illness,the board feels this outstanding balance should be written off. 

The balance was not indicated in the question it is not indicated in the 

Auditor General's report and it is not indicated in the answer. So I am not 

sure what the balance is but for the reasons given the board feels this 

balance should be written off in this case. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR.CURTIS: Motion 6. 

MR.MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, it is not my intention to delay the House much longer 

on this issue. God Knows it has enough discussion over the past I think 

something like two months. But just following out of some remarks made 

b~ the hon. Premier with reference to the great development in connection 

with the National Park, I might say "toTe sincerely hope that this dnes all 

come about. 1 would just like to refer to some statements made in the HOuse 

of Commons as reported in the Evening Telegram of May 28, 1970., by 'Hr. Jack 

Marshall, Progressive Conservative member for the District of Humber-St. George's 

St. Barbe. And I just quote from this article: "There can be no agreement 

signed on proposals in the Newfoundland White Paper on the Bonne Bay Park nor 

the Northern Peninsula developments within one month." This is dated ?-fay 28, 

as promised by Premier Smallwood. Jack Marshall, P.C.,Commoas Member for 

Bamber- St. George's St. Barbe,was told by a department of Regional Economic 

Expansion committee,meeting here on Wednesday. Information came after Mr. 

Marshall had asked two questions on the matter in the House and pursued DREE 

Minister Jean ~archand and Deputy ~inister Tom Kent on the subject in committee. 

~r. Marchand rose in the House to ask Russell Honey,~arliamentary ~ecretary 

to Indian Affairs and Northern Development Minister Jean Chretien,of the 

Department; !f the department had been presented with the Newfoundland 

White Paper proposals? He was told that the department was aware of the 
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paper's existence but was still strictly concerned with t~e Bonne Bay 

National Park Plan and not with a supplementary development. Mr. Honey said 

the only information he had on the si~ning of the agreement was what he had 

seen from Newfoundland in the news media. At present he said he was not 

aware that additional presentations had~been made. Mr. Marshall said he was 

met with ottly a smile and chuc~le from other members when he asked the 

supplementary question this time to Jean Marchand. He asked Mr. Marchand 

if his department was aware of the- White Paper's integrated~development plarr 

and other facilities. In the committee meeting that followed the West Coast 

Newfoundland member pursued the matter and the deputy minister answered for 

Mr. Marchan4. The departmeat is only aware of the park proposal made to 

the No~thern Affairs Departmen~ Mr. Kent said. 1It is known that other 

proposals exJ s_t but nothing can be expected to be done abo.ut them in the 

future. • I I It is impossible,Mr. Kent said,for an agreement to be signed within 

a month. The plans which appear to be involved are too far reaching and 

involve too many other departments'
1 
he said. Premier Smallwood and Resources 

Minister W.R.Callahan both said earlier in the month that Ottawa is ready 

to accept most of the White Paper proposals. And an agreement would be signed 

by the end of June. Mr. Marshall said that .it is -obvious that no agreement 

is ready to be signed." 

llfR.SMALLWOOD: Mr. Speaker, would the hon. gentleman, I want to remind him 

of a statemeat I made here the other day that I had never said or given the 

slightest suggestion of an agreement being signed within a month. But that I 

had suggested the acceptance by the Government of Canada of the ~bite Paper 

proposals, not the signing of any agreements. I rose to a point of privilege 

here the hon .• gent.le~n surely accepts that. 

MR.HURPHY: I do Mr. Speaker, I a~ weli aware of it but still at this moment 

there is still some doubt, where the accepting of &· proposal and the si~ning 

of an agreement both basically mean the same thing. I mean we are going to 

accept this proposal within a month, but signing just becomes automatic I 

think. I think that we have got to be fair in this and aay alright I 

accept your p'l'oposal. I am going to buy your house, I am going to pay you 
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x dollars say, but the signing will take place well tomorrow, next week or the 

week after. But all I can say is,bn.this 1 that I certainly hope that the 

whole development will come through; I think everybody tn. the House does 

and there is no doubt in the world about our feelings on the matter. But I 

would not like to have the impression that this thing is sewed up, this whole 

development, and that the park agreement I think could be signed almost 

immediately and I would urge this House and the Government in particular 

to let us get on with the job and get the Nat+onal Park and if we are so sure 

that this thing is accepted and being accepted by the Federal Government let 

us get on with the park now immediately and then the others will follow in 

due course. That is the only words I have to add,Sir, because I think that 

every other phase is being discussed I was not at the famous meeting in Rocky 

Harbour or any other matter pertaining to it, I think there are a lot of matters 

that have been injected into this thathave no bearing on the National Park 

because I remember back three, four or five years before the statement was 

made in this House,that we had to vote to get a second National Park in 

Newfoundland and I think the great boast was in the House then that possibly 

we would be one of the very ~ew provinces that did have a second national par~. 

So I think the national Park is what we want,let us get on with the job, get 

the park proposals signed up and then,if the Government is so sure that the 

others will follow,then they will follow in due course. 

MR.EARLE: Mr. Speaker there is not a great deal~hat I can add to this debate 

because it is one section of the country with which I am least familiar although 

I have been down there on several occasions, in winter and in summer. Apart 

from all of the considerations on which we have been quarrelling across the 

House on this particular issue it strikes me that theee is one outstanding 

part which would have a great influence on the thinking of anybody that 

considered the development of that area. I remember. when the bon. minister 

f~r Public Works was my colleague,on the other side of the House,he rightly, 

as member for one of the districts in ~hat area,took great exception~to,the 

fact that I was making a few rather sarcastic remarks at one time about the 

area. This was based on the fact t~at having driven down through there at 

that time, for the first time, seeing a roa~ign in-Deer Lake which indicated 
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that there were 300 miles of road from there to St. Anthony, lt made me see 

red because I immediately had to mentally compare it with my district and 

the area of the country that I serve b~cause (300 mile!!-' we could not get thirty 

miles of road at that time. The comparison was so ridiculous, now the 

justification might well be there,in the fact that the large settlements like 

St. Anthony and so on,at the end of the road,and these had to be reached by 

some means or other but there is large territory that had to be gone through 

in order to get to these destinations. But in my opinion there are other 

sections of the country which have equally important developments - in them 

where no such effort has been made t~give the people the sort of connections 

that they are entitled to just as much as the people on that part of the 

coast. Now, I do not begrudge,Mr. Speaker, I do not begrudge the people of 

t8e West Coast, the North West Coast particularly,anything that they are 

able to obtain. They are apparently hard working industrious people and 

deserve all the help that they can get. And frankly I hope that they get 

the National Park and get the airports and the roads paved and all the rest 

~hat is asked for in this particular debate. But at the same time we must 

not overlook the Province as a whole. I think the fact that this sort of 

pressure has been put on Ottawa for a particular area,and it is not at the 

request of the people in that area. The people apparently would be quite 

well •satisfied, would be very happy if they would get something of a relatively 

' modest nature in the way of a goo~ National Park. 

Now here again I feel that we can support the Government in so . far as 

the park itself should have more amenities, should have better facilities 

perhaps than any other National Park, because National Parks across Canada 

have all been upgraded over the years and we should go for the very most 

that we can obtain for that park itself. But to try to spread the programme 

to ~over such things as a completely pavedc•road all the way down the shore 

and therefore it is a part of these other facilities which are asked for. 

It seems to .me to be completely ridiculous;and if I were anyone considerin~ 

it in Ottawa I '-Tould laugh at the whole id£a. I would laugh it out·of shop. 

Now rightly the . peo~le of that coast should get these facilities that are bein~ 

asked for or kind of being · bludgeoned out of the Federal Government by th~ use 
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of the argument of the park. But this is not the place f~r them to get it 

this is not the method. 

The whole DREE programme,we are given to understand,is to provide 

this type of assistance and most certainly under the normal DREE programme 

other such thin~s as public works and fisheries and so on. Wi~hin these 

votes there should he all the pressure that the Government can exert on Ottawa 

to get the assistance that they require, but not camoa;~age it by saying we 

will not give you a park or will not allow you to develop a park unless you 

come along with all these what I consider outrageous demands which they are 

making under that pretext. I do not think it is the right tactic.! am quite 

sure that if I were approached in such a manner,it is like a salesman going to 
,, 

a firm, a buyer,and saying;look you can only have this commodity if you buy 

another scarce commodity which you cannot get anywhere else." And it is the 

sort of horae trading tactics which from government to government is 

certainly unnecessary, should be unnecessary and should be completely 

abhorrent to the people who have been approached. 

Now this of course will be misinterpreted to say that I do not desire 

these facilities for that coast. This is not correct under any stretch of 

imagination. I must repeat that the people in that area are deserving of 

every facility that they can possibly get as much as an~ other person or 

people in Newfoundland. But this is not the way to go at it. And at the 

same time,by so doing, to hold up the development of a park is also depriving 

them of what they might get with quite a reasonable approach. So they are 

the losers in two ways. They are being put off on the final accomplishment 

for the things that we all desire for them and they are being put off on the 

immediate accomplishment of something which wouaa:be most desirable in the 

area. So I cannot for the life of me understand the justification for 

these tactics in this particular case. It is one· thing that Newfoundland 

has plenty of and needs to be developed in many sections of the province not 

ju•t that area alone. we have historical sites and we have beauty and we have 

tourist attractions. We hear of the Bonne Bay Park area and it is without 

doubt - most beautiful section of the country, it is outstanding~y beautiful, 
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but; there are many other sections of the country, I can name a dozen of 

them· that if not equally as good ate very close to it and s0111e in certain 

ways surpass it. Therefore, in justice to all Newfoundlanders,if theee 

is only so much gxavY to be spread it should he spread fairly,evenly. And I 

lUll afra:f,d that a tactic of this nature and this sort of an approach t -o a 

problem such as the :Sonne B-ay Park will preclude these serVices for otber 

sections of the country. Now, I hope and sincerely hope -
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MR. EARLE: I sincerely hope that the people in that area do get all the 

facilities that rhe Government planned for them but this must necessarily 

be a long range plan, it must take place over many, ~any years. It 

should rightfully be done under the new program of DREE, but to complicate 

this and delay it and to frustrate it, and to annoy the Federal Government 

people by going after it in this way to my mind is accomplishing absolutely 

nothing and will not get the desired end. 

I would like to see the same sort of effort being made in a different 

manner for all sections of the Province. Any member who represents a 

district in this House can point out to the Government many things that need 

to be done in any section that he represents. This generally should be 

spread as much as possible to do as much for our people in as many areas as 

possible but not go after it Whole-hog in one direct drive,just because 

the Government has the bit in its teeth and will not back away from this 

proposition. Let us get the park, let us get a decent park, the best we 

can possibly get with all the facilities we can get, but for heaven's 

sake do not just use the park as an excuse to develop the whole north-west 

coast. Let us do the development of the north-west coast in an orderly, 

sensible manner and let us get for those people an equal share of what they 

are entitled to as well as all other section of the country. 

The area down there is beautiful beyond doubt, but there are long, 

long stretches of coastline with the road running along the coast which is 

desolate, bleak area. Driving down there on a windy day with the wind from 

the west, you are very often smothered with sand coming in off the beaches. 

Settlements are very sparse all along the way, with only little settlements 

here to there all the way down until you get down to the larger areas. 

This particular environment is not peculiar to that part of 

~ewfoundland. There are many other section of Newfoundland, particularly 

along the south coast where settlements are sparsely located and they cry 

Q,Ut and need the connections to be brought into the general contact with 

their fellow Newfoundlanders and fellow Canadians as much as any other part 

of Newfoundland. I feel that the Government should not be concentrating at 
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this particular tin~ on one apoci!ic aroa and 1•t •o worked up and all 

hot and bothered about it, on what is in a sense an outrageous scale 

where they will very shortly or almost immediately have to return to 

Ottawa and say, " this is required somewhere else, that is required some-

where else, and this must be done." 'The ~,treat danger is that, by 

approaching it in this manner and trying to force the issue under a national 

partnership, that many other sections of the country may suffer, and in 

fact, the people of the north-west coast may suffer because the authorities 

in Ottawa could very well say, " this is completely childish, we are going 

to withdraw from it completely." 

MR. MYRDEN: Mr. Speaker, I will finish the debate if nobody else would 

like to have something to say. I would like to thank all hon. gentlemen . 

who took part in this debate. I think it was very interesting and I cannot 

say that I disagree with almost anything they say because, I think we 

were carried away a little bit from the debate. I want to say very little 

about the white paper if it is possible to stay away from it. I would 

just like to say that the meat of this resolution was that this House 

regrets the failure of the Government of Newfoundland to proceed expeditiously 

with the establishment of the proposed Bonne Bay National Park. 

Now this is all we were :concerned with in this resolution Mr. Speaker, 

I think that if I had known that it would take almost three months to go 

through the House I would have felt like withdrawing it as the Premier 

suggested because, yes, and the hon. Minister of Public Works suggested it, 

and the hon. minister and anybody else who suggested it Sir. I am not 

disputing that. Three months is almost too long to spend on anything, 

especially when you are getting only a few hours each Wednesday. I will 

right here say that I would like to thank all these gentlemen who took 

part in this debate. It is not just a local issue any more, I think it 

has become quite national as far as Newfoundland is concerned. I know 

back home,.' and in Bonne Bay itself it is quite a realistic thing, they 

would like to go ahead with it. 

I suppose actually getting very mercenary about it, they would 
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like to see some jobs created almost immediately. They know, and I think 

they feel rightly that there is $2 million in Ottawa waiting to be used. 

They have gone ahead with many of their own plans which I think are 

wonderful. This little pamphlet the people of Bonne Bay put out, what 

they say about Bonne Bay, just like Switzerland or Norway or Nevada, do not 

miss it, next time I will take my camera, my canoe, my climbing boots, my 

fishing tackle, my flower book, my paints, rock hammer, sail boat and scuba 

gear and stay all summer. Inside Mr. Speaker, I think you will see a map 

there of the whole area, Trout River, Bonne Bay, Woody Point, Norris Point, 

right on down through past Rocky Harbour. I think they have some beautiful 

pictures there, giant lady slipper orchids, pictures of Trout River Pond 

which many of the bon. members know about, pictures going down through table 

land gulch which is an amazing sight, it is almost like another world. 

These are thing the bon. gentlemen know, most of them have seen them 

at one time or another in the Bonne Bay area. I think actually Sir, staying 

away as much as possible we would like to get that national park as soon as 

possible. I think that really I have never heard of the like of Bonne Bay 

having so many welfare officers and I think that is due actually with very, 

very low employment there at the present time. We are not anxious actually 

to, or we are not actually inclined to say that we do not want a paved 

road, I think that all these bon. gentlemen will remember that just a few 

years ago the bon. member for St. Barbe North and White Bay North and myself 

made a public statement saying that it was one of our top priorities 

actually to get a paved road right down the whole coast. I cannot see anything 

wrong with that, there is nothing wrong with it. There is nothing wrong 

with airports if they want to build them, there is nothing wrong with taking 

over the ferry service or developing the fisheries or the mining or the 

forestry. That is all good, in fact, it is wonderful if we can get it for 

the coast, but like my bon. friend from Fortune has said, there are other 

places in Newfoundland I know when I say this, that do not have roads, do 

not have anything actually and we do not ~ant it all right away. We would 

like to make a start, this is the first thing, we would like to make a start 
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on the national park. 

The national park will give employment. My bon. friend from 

Booavista South has quoted many figures there. As much es seventy~seven 

people in a summer, he has as high as eighty I think in the winter time. 

Now these are figures Mr. Speaker, that 

MR. BARBOUR: Ninety-eight 

MR. MYRDEN: Sixty-eight the bon. member says 

MR. BARBOUR: Ninety-eight 

MR. MYRDEN: Seventy-four and thirty-seven, I have the figures there, 

seasonal and permanent. This is a small industry in my district Mr. Speaker, 

I think the only real industry we have is the fish plant and that is only 

seasonal, that is about two to three hundred people when they are working. 

We have now in Hawkes Bay other industry, but, Sir, this would be a big 

industry in our district and being very mercenary about it, we need it very 

badly. These people are anxious to work, they are great workers, they would 

go anywhere where they can get work and I know, I can understand the bon. 

member from Fortune when he says he was really surprised to know that there 

was 300 miles down through the St. Barbe Coast. 

Well Sir, I must give the bon. member who preceded me and preceded 

the former member to, and that is the hon. member from St. Barbe North and 

I think rightly so, I think the people appreciate that. They know what he 

has done for that district and I believe honestly and sincerely that he is 

well known and well thought of in his own district. I know that, but, I 

am not interested right now Sir, in all the developments they talked of in 

the white paper. We are interested right now, this time of the year in 

fact, in getting most of our people to work. I cannot see, and I cannot 

understand the reasoning really when there is money available, you know, 

just for instance, in the purpose of the national parks issue here they 

have; the parks are hereby dedicated to the people of Canada, for their 

benefit, education and enjoyment subject to the provisions of this Act and 

regulations,and such parks shall be maintained and made use of so as to 

leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. 

Now I agreetoacertain extent that wilderness parks do not have much 
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to offer, but we must also realize that ninety per cent of the people 

using these parks do so with trailers, camper trailers, tents and they 

enjoy the outdoors. We are not going to have much more left of the 

outdoors if we continue on, it is impossible. As far as I am concerned, 

I mean I would like to see a swimming pool, I would like to see a golf 

course but that is not necessary right at the present time. I would like 

to see more of a start on the national park. I would enjoy it, I would 

enjoy probably a game of golf, I do some golfing but, there is not one 

out of a hundred in Newfoundland golfs. 

AN HON. MEMBER: What about the visitors coming in? 

MR. MYRDEN: The visitors Mr. Speaker, are mostly, and I say mostly from 

the island of Newfoundland. I do not think that he can dispute that. Most 

of the visitors in the national park in Terra Nova are from ••••••••••• 

MR. CALLAHAN: Ninety per cent of our park visitors in any year now are 

residents •••••••••• 

MR. l~RDEN: Right absolutely, no but we do not ••••••••••• 

MR. CROSBIE: They play golf at home, they do not come to Newfoundland to 

play golf 

MR. MYRDEN: To play golf, or they do not fifty or sixty miles on the 

Ttans Canada to play a game of golf, they can stop in Corner Brook right 

there by the Trans Canada to play .a game of golf, they ean do the same thing 

in Grand Falls. 

MR. CALLAHAN: They should be provided anyway. 

MR. MYRDEN: We should provide all attractions, there is nothing," nobody 

disputing that if and when it becomes possible. We are anxious now to make 

a start on it. 

MR. CALLAHAN: So are we 

MR. MYRDEN: You see Mr. Speaker, as far as we are 

MR. CROSBIE: You do not appear to be 

MR. MYRDEN: You see Mr. Speaker, as far as we are concerned there is $2 

million in Ottawa and from the figures we •••••••• 

MR. CROSBIE: How much is here, how much is in our estimates? 
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MR. MYRDEN: Nothing, not a cent 

MR. CROSBIE: Not a cent? 

MR. MYRDEN: Not a cent. Now I would also like to say - talk about the 

highroads program: The highroads program was given in this House a few 

weeks ago, not one highroad ~lr. Speaker, not one upgrading, anything in 

the St. Barbe South District. There is one mention and that is on bridges 

but there are more roads in St. Barbe South than the main road. There are 

many, many sections there that need upgrading. There has not been one 

bit of program. I know the minister has said that he will be waiting for 

the national park and this is what we are hoping for. Actually I hope 

that the minister is right, that he will not have to spend that type of 

money if we get the national park money. 

It seems very, very strange that the whole of Newfoundland should 

get a roads program all of a sudden and not one cent being spent in the 

St. Barbe South district. 

I do not want to as I said before go into the white paper issue, 

but we have a few things to wind this up with. I agree with most of the 

arguments about the roads and the airport, but I wonder if the minister 

has any knowledge when he talks about airports that there is an airstrip 

right now on the edge of the proposed national park. It was not mentioned 

in the white paper but 

MR.. CALLAHAN: Down by River Pond 

MR. MYRDEN: No, no, down by Portland Creek. It was built there by a 

private company and it has - there has been a four engined aircraft landed 

there; 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. MYRDEN: Yes that is right 

MR. CALLAHAN: We used it last summer 

MR. MYRDEN: Yes, and it is quite usable now so that would cut out at 

least one airport, and that is right on the edge of the proposed national 

park. 

MR. CALLAHAN: This is not to the national park, this is for quick acces.s 

across the straits. 5913 
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HR. MYRDEN: Well this is fine 

HR. CALLAHAN: In fact it should go much further north 

MR. CROSBIE: There is nothing wrong with this airport 

MR. CALLAHAN: It is not an airport it is an airstrip. 

HR. ~ It is an airstrip 

HR. CALLAHAN: It is for light planes 

MR. MYRDEN: Well it is right on the edge, an airstrip, it is very, very 

solid and right down to rock-bottom actually. I would like to say Mr. 

on Speaker, to go/with this debate that many people all over Newfoundland 

have expressed their concern over it. They I think are most anxious to 

see something done. I quote Sir, from some of the editorials " argument 

over the initial size of the Gross Morne National ~ark is almost superfluous 

since the area to which Government agrees is substantial.:• But the white 

paper over-did.things. Its contents were overwritten and its tone was that 

of s.n ultimatum. That is not the way to get things done." 

HR. SPEAKER: Order Please! I have to advise the hon. member that he must 

not read from newspapers commenting on any subject that is before the 

House. Now he can paraphrase it and give it as his own. 

MR. MYRDEN: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I will abide by your ruling. It is 

my opinion actually ~nd I suppose maybe this could be right) actually it 

goes on to say that it has been made into a political football. 

MR. CALLAHAN: By whom? 

MR. MYRDEN: A political football. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Made into by whom? 

MR. MYRDEN: A political football Mr. Speaker, whether the minister feels 

that he is taking part in it that is all right, but I am not saying whom 

right here, maybe we are all to blame. Maybe it has all gotten out of 

hand and actually it has been swallowed up by the white paper proposals. 

The political football Sir, has extended right from the Newfoundland 

Government to Ottawa. To ourselves too, we will include that. It is a 

shame- because I do not think that these people should be suffering for 591 4 
the thing that have gone on in this House especially during the last few 
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weeks. 

I feel that they are quite sincere when they say that they have . 
something to offer. I know they have Mr. Speaker, because, with their 

efforts on this pamphlet they have started a tourist industry themselves. 

They want to create something on the edge of that park that the people 

will be proud of and I want to say right here Sir, that as far as I am 

concerned I hope like the Premier said, that within the next two weeks 

there will be some statements from this House concerning the national 

park. 

According to Mr. Marshall in Ottawa, here only lately in fact,he 

bas said that the park agreement maybe early in June. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Um, he is waffling now 

MR. MYRDEN: Early in June Mr. Speaker, and this is the man Mr. Speaker 

who I think deserves a lot of credit whether he is from another party or 

not. That does not make any difference, he is a very fine gentleman and 

I think he is sincere when he gets up there in Ottawa and tries to under-

stand what is going on. 

MR. CALLAHAN: He is starting to see the light now 

MR. MYRDEN: He says that as far as he is concerned there seems to be no 

hope that there will be anything done within a month or so on this white 

paper. I hope he is right, I hope we can get it, but he stated even 

more Sir, that he feels that something may be done in June. I think the 

bon. minister has stated publicly that something may happen before July 

on this national park issue. I hope he is right. 

MR. CALLAHAN: That is why I say the bon. gentleman in Ottawa is seeing 

the light now. 

MR. MYRDEN: I hope he~right, I hope he can because this is all that 

the people in Bonne Bay and the people of Newfoundland want to see. They 

want a start. 

MR. WELLS: That does not include the a:Lrport and all that though 

MR. MYRDEN: That does not include the airports, it does not include the 

rest of it, but I hope I can be wrong there too. As the Premier says 
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I may never want to Tun down theTe because I may be ashamed of it, but 

I will neveT be ashamed of that because I would never be ashamed to ask 

for a paved road right down the coast. We asked for it.years ago. 

MR. CROSBIE: What about the roosters in Rocky Harbour? 

MR. MYRDEN: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

MR. MYRDEN: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

MR. MYRDEN: 

Well, I am not going to get in any controversy oveT that 

The roosters have to have something to cTow about 

I would like to say MT. Speaker, Tight here 

And the bon. gentleman will not feel like crowing 

Cock-a-doodle-do 

He will go hide his head somewhere 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to conclude this debate because I 

pTomised an hon. gentleman over there it would not be too long. I would 

like to say this in closing, 
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MR. MYRDEN: that if anythinR possible c:an be done over thll next few Wt!i'ks 

to make a start on this National Park, I am ~ure that I will be the first 

in the House to stand up and congratulate the minister. We have had many 

differences but I do not think they have been that bad. I hope I can. I 

hope I can see these people go to work, because that is all I am interested 

in. Not whether it is going to be a personal triumph for me or for the 

minister or anybody else. I think we should use common sense in this, and 

I think we should realize that the lives of people down there in St. Barbe 

South would be made a heck of a lot better if they went to work. They want 

to go to work Sir, and they want to see some mon~y spent in the area. I 

hope,Sir, that the minister will be able to make a statement concerning 

the Park, and we will all be glad to see it. Thank you Sir! 

HR, SPEAKER: Those in favour of the Resolution please say "aye," contrary 

"nay," in my opinion the "nays" have it. 

ON DIVISION: 

HR. SPEAKER: Those in favour of the Motion please stand: 

The han. the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Hickey, Mr. Collins, ~lr. Earle, 

Mr. Wells, Hr. Crosbie, Mr. Myrden. 

MR. SPEAKER: Those against the Resolution please rise: 

The bon. the Premier, the hon. the President of the Council, the 

bon. the Minister of Labour, the hon. the Minister of Highways, the hon. 

the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Mr. Smallwood, the han. the Minister 

of Labrador Affairs, Mr. Hodder, Mr. Strickland, the hon. the l-linister 

of Public Works, the han. the Minister of Finance, the hon. the Minister 

of Mines, Agriculture and Resources, the hon. the Minister of C ommunity 

and Social Development, the han. the Minister of Provincial Affairs, the 

hon. the Hinister of Public Welfare, Mr. Barbour, the hon. the Minister 

of Health, the han. Mr. Hill, the han. the Minister of Supply, Mr. Warnell. 

MR. SPEAKER: I declare the Motion lost. 

On Motion, that the House go into Committee of the Whole. Mr. 

Speaker left the Chair. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 5917 
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Shall 805-01 carry? 

MR. WORNELL: Mr. Chairman, I just have a few observations to make on 

the debate which was in progress last evening. The hon. the member for 

Humber East made much of people listening to the thoughts of chairman 

Joe. And I am sure that equal attention perhaps is given to the thoughts 

of chairman Clyde. Mr. Chairman, my feeling is that there are two kinds 

of zealots, and you get them on both sides of the House. One kind knows 

what it is talking about 

MR. WELLS: I thank the bon. member for that. 

MR. WORNELL: And the other kind thinks it knows what it is talking about. 

There is also another observation I would like to make, and this is in 

respect to. the hon . the Leader of the Opposition, a man whom I find to be 

a very fair and capable debater, and he certainly has a commendable and 

enjoyable wit. So when he was probably decrying the fact that he was not 

getting his due share of time, I felt like saying to him, "what you are 

Sir, speak,so loudly that you do not have to say it anyway." 

Now to get back to the arguments raised by the hon. the 

MR. SMALLHOOD: In spite of that shirt 

MR. t-lOR.."'ELL: Well he has a good Irish wit but he is departing now from 

the Emerald green -

MR. SMALLt-lOOD: He has gone north instead of south. 

MR. WORNELL: Yes. I think the hon. the Premier will probably notice that 

he is taking a lesson from some of his compatriots and near-compatriots. 

This is a tie which was donated"to .the cause. A very nice one. I notice 

that the bon. member had one on yesterday over there, the hon. member for 

St. John's East Extern, or was it the member for Gander? I noticed him 

sporting one, so I thought that I would be able to use mine as well. 

But to get back to the arguments,Mr. Chairman, I always try to make some 

sense, try to be reasonable, _try ~o · be .. 1ogical. The hon. member for Humber 

East really castigated the Government last night, in not doing anything. 
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for the farmers. If he had said that the Government is not doing enough 

for the existing farmers, that is the farmers that would make a viable 

industry out of their farm, then perhaps he may have been near the truth, 

if he had said that. But I will say this; that if you had all the money 

available for farmers, I would say that it would be used perhaps as a vehicle 

by the Opposition to further castigate the Government. Because I am sure, 

Mr. Speaker, that it would lead to more squandermania. I am sure that 

people would come into this Government and put up all kinds of schemes, and 

they might think that they would be able to build a farm perhaps on the 

top of Gros Morne. They would get bulldozers, they would have the Government 

send out bulldozers, and they would clear land. And eventually they would. 

find that it would be all for naught. Loves labour lost. Because Sir, 

I do not think there is enough good arable land in Newfoundland for this 

Government . or any Government to worry its head too much about. I believe-

I know Newfoundland - I travelled every part of this country and I am 

not going to let any hon. gentleman take my experience from me. The only 

'bit of good land that I have seen is on the West Coast, and perhaps on 

the Avalon Peninsula. There is Central Newfoundland. There is some good 

land there too. lnd down in the Diqtrict of the Ron. Member for Bonavista South 

yes! But let us be reasonable gentlemen, let us be reasonable 

MR. SMALLHOOD: And some river bottoms at the heads of some of the bays. 

MR. WORNELL: Some waddies I think they call them, the deltas or -

No Mr. Chairman, I think that we have to be realistic. We have an Industrial 

Incentive Act in Ottawa,at the moment under the Department of Regional 

and Economic Development. How many people are taking advantage of that 

Act? And the advantages that are available under that Act1 Not too many. 

Now I know that that perhaps does not cover farming, but it covers the 

processing of farm products. I am almost positive. It is a resource-based 

industry that would be covered by that Industrial Incentive Act, and what 

is more resource-based than say the processing of poultry, the processing 
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of farm products, the tinning of beets, the bottling of beets. the tinning 

of turnip tops. That should be a resource-baaed industry, and I believe 

that anyone who wanted to could probably get assistance from the Industrial 

Incentive Act,from the Department of Regional Expansion. 

Now another point Mr. Chairman is this: Supposing we started a 

modern farm out on the top of Gros Morne. In the first instance you would 

have to buy all the expensive farm machinery, and that covers a lot of 

money l.fr. Chairman. It was only last week, perhaps last Sunday night, 

that I was looking at a documentary where two farmers were interviewed, I 

think it was by Charles Templeman. One farmer was really into it in a 

big way. He was a big entrepreneur. And the question was asked;well how 

much money do you have invested in this farm equipment~ Oh well, I have 

$150,000 in this, and I have $40,000 in that, and so it· went until he was 

up to almost $300,000 in farm equipment. So in the next scene, they showed 

a run-down farm, A farm which had been inherited by these two brothers. 

They seem to be bachelors, although that may not be right. But the old 

fellol-T was asked, how much he made. "Ah'; he said; "if I had to live off 

what I get out of this farm, I would starve. If I did not put away a few 

dollars in the good years, and invest them wisely, I would starve." Now 

that man did not invest in new machinery. He was saying that the only way 

he could keep it going at all was by buying used machinery. And then the 

question of skilled labour comes up. Now I have heard farmers from over 

around the Kilbride area tell radio announcers, radio interviewers, that 

they just cannot get their sons to work the farm. The sons, he said, do 

not want to get up four o'clock in the morning and go out and chase the 

cows any longer. They want to stay up until four o'clock in the morning 

drinking beer or dancing, or something like that, and go to bed at four. 

MR. MURPHY: ------ Or chaae the girls. 

MR.. HORNELL: Now, these are facts Mr. Chairman. These are facts. We have 

to face these facts, and the bon. the Premier was · right, when he said that 
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regardless of how nostaglic our sympathies are, we cannot go back to the 

old days. It is progress - supposing we are marching into a straight jacket 

of oblivion -

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is not even necessary progress, but it certainly is 

change. 

MR. WORNEl.L: It is a change Mr. Chairman, it is a change. But this is 

something which the reasonable man must admit. It is all right to score 

debating points, but in this Chamber we are supposed to use the debating 

time that we have to elicit· or . draw forth whatever truth we can out of 

a question. And I am sure that the hon. gentlemen over there know how 

difficult it is to draw forth the truth in all cases. Now I have mentioned 

the terrific cost of farm buildings, farms, silos, machinery, fencing and 

so on. And I would say Mr. Chairman, that even if the -Government provi~ed 

all these things free, it would still be impossible to make a viable industry 

in farming in certain sections of this country. Because you are not going 

to get the right type of men to operate these farms, I raised that 

question before. I raised the question of having small industries in every 

settlement around this Island. It is conceivable but it is not practical. 

It is like Christianity. It is conceivable but it is not practical in all 

cases. 

}m. SMALLWOOD: I do not think that-is a ·good illustration. 

MR. lolORNELL: The hon. the Premier has his views and I will have mine 

Mr. Chairman. Even with the best_ farmlands available - and even with 

the most modern machinery, farmers are finding it very difficult Sir, to 

make a reasonable profit. Now these are the points I had. These are the 

notes that I made. I will speak of Bay d'Espoir. I thought that Bay d'Espoir

I Yemember the first time I ever visited Bay d'Espoir, 1945. I said, what 

a beautiful spot for farming. Well actually its whole economy was based 

on the land. Now Bay d'Espoir is twenty or thirty miles inland from the 
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outline coastal areas. They did not know anything about fishing. They 

used to build boats up there because they had a good lumber yard and a good 

boat-building yard there, the Roberts brothers. But the main industry Sir, 

was logging, and they had their own subsistent farming, but just to show 

you how a person can get the wrong impression when he is not qualified to 

assess the economic importance or the economic liability, or the economic 

potentiality of certain place, I said what a beautiful spot for farming. 

Okay! I was just an observer like any other bon. gentleman - probably 

in those days I thought I knew it all - as you get older you then realize 

how little you know. So,when I became the member for that district, I went 

into it a little more thoroughly and looked at the ground, looked at the 

terrain. And I said;by gosh you cannot spread out here, the hills are too 

sloping. Very little farm potential did Bay d'Espoir have. I saw the 

hills but I did not realize - so all right. I got the hon. ~finister of 

Mines and Resources - at that time I think it was the hon. Max Lane. I 

got him interested. I believe he sent someone down. They had a little 

farm potential, but not too much. So last year I got the present hon. 

minister interested in it, and he sent the field worker '- Mr. Scott I think 

his name was, down to Bay d'Espoir, and they made a thorough survey. ~ty 

recollection of it is that there was only one area, and that was about 

ten miles in from Milltown, ten miles north of Milltown, one area - where 

you could really start a farm on a commercial basis. Now that was about 

in by Bernard's Brook - Right away Mr. Chairman, I knew then that the 

difficulties that one encounter~ in trying to start anything. You see I 

had heard about this American who started a farm there in Bishop's Falls, 

or around Bishop's Falls. And I figured, well all right, if that fellow 

can do it, why can not someone down in Bay d'Espofr do it? I knew that 

Bay d'Espoir was crying out for an industry of that type. It is almost 

impossible -but anyway the only thing that we can do,as I see it, is to 

make available the information that we have in the Department of Natural 

Resources and AP,riculture - make available this information, and also make 

available the information regarding any aid, any grants that we can give 
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people who are interested in starting farms. And let the people of their 

own initiative start these things. I do not see that the--Government is 

supposed to have the answer to all the economic ills of this Province. It 

iB absolutely crazy to expeet it. 

Now Mr. Chairman, another point I was going to make. Yesterday 

1 threw out a suggestion for the preservation and saving of the hides of 

caribou and moose. Not one hon. gentleman took me up on that, not one _ 

hon. gentleman said, well that is a good idea. There must be a small 

industry there up to say $100,000. It could be. Here it is right before 

their noses. And another thing is canning. I am sure that you could start 

little canning industries in various parts of this Province. One bas to 

think of I think it was Mr. Evely, down in Comfort Cove, and he is making 
~ 

a viable thing of canning turnip tops and well as other things. And 

1 believe the bon. gentleman over there will certainly agree, that you 

could have turnip tops grown in almost anyone's back yard. So I feel that 

if you _had a territory with enough people, say a population of about 5,000 

people, and got as many as possible interested in growing turnip tops, right 

there at that particular season is the basis for a small industry. That 

is just 
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turaip tops. How, if you have a small canning induatri, there are 

1181lY thinsa: you could can beeta, potatoes, can carrots. 1 suppose 

there is no reason why you could not cllft turnips. _ S«t, I tldftlt, 

Hr. Chairman, that we should &11 get our heads together •• 

Kll. KUBPHY: With "teference to cBDDing. What happened to our local 

cBDDing plant? Is that still in operation? 1 am just wondering, 1 think, 

the •• 

KR. WORHELL: Mr. Chairman. 1 am slacl that the han. gentleman reminded me 

becauae I intended to mention that yesterday. I remember, around the 

1930's, Campbell& soups came here. Campbell• soups came here and they 

opened up a canning factory Oft't by Mudge' a, you "temember. where 

Bowring• use to keep their shipa on the Southside. Now, that went out 

of buaineaa. For what reuon, I do not lmow. There was also a canning 

factory atarted at Petriea Point by Connors, that was the late Senator Coanors. 

KR. SMALLAOOD: Mr. McClean. 

MR. WORHELL: Oh, McClean, I • aorry. I thank the hon. the Pruder for 

aetting the record straight. I thousht it vaa Connora. 

Wall, Hr. Chairman. there ia another thins. you see, that has been 

tried. They_ were canning, I be~ieve, ... 11 herring at Petrie& Point. 

low why that folded, I do not lmow. It muat have been because they clid 

not uk.e profit and no busineaa is gains to continue, Mr. Chairman, on 

loaea •• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Lack of •upply ••• 

MR. WOllHELL: This is atill a valid reuon why the plant closed up. 

So, when we are here debating iaauea, I think, what we should try to do 

Hr. Chai't'llan, ia to collect all the id8u tliatl ve can of the forty-two 

•IIbera who are here and cut out this vilification and name calling back 

and forth. Let us get our heada together and try and do samethins for 

levfoundland. Thank you very auch. 59 2 4 
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Mil. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chainua, with raapect of vhat the boa. ••bar hu 

been aaying about attempting to do aoaething asriculturally in varioua 

areas of the Province. it might be useful for the House to know that last 

year on Bell Island, on an experimental basis. with the request of my 

colleague the member and the Bell Island Association. we atatioaed a student 

on Bell Island to try a ... 11 experiment. We assisted about 100 people, one 

atudent in agriculture. One of our subsidized students. We assisted about 

100 people in ploughing and with advice. They purchased their own seed, their 

ova fertilizer, their own lime~ They planted their ova crops and out 

of the 100 who were interested at the .,meat, 60 or 70 carried on, and on the 

baaia of our small investment of $4,000 to $s.ooo. they turned out aomethiag 

between $25,000 and $30,000 worth of crop&. We consider that to have been 

a 'ftry auccesaful experi111eat. So, there is &01111! field, Mr. Chairaum, for 

that kind of thins and indeed the word hu gotten around and this suaaer we 

propose to put five student& in the field: one on Bell Island, becauae the 

au.ber of people interested has doubled from 100 last year to 200 this 

year. We have had requests and propoaala put up by the Bay d'Espoir Development 

eoa.ittee. I think my bon. friend from Hermitage has just referred to that. 

Alao. by the Port au Port Developiii!Dt Association, by the St. Brides and Cape 

Shore Develop.ent Group or the Placentia Bay area,inCluding BranCh and 

alao by a group from St. Mary~a. St. Mary's Bay. 

Ve propoae to enlarge the experiaent thia year and to put five students 

in the field, because we do ~elieve that there is a field for self-help, 

providing, and this is where l depart from what WlY hoD. friend from Fortune 

lay aaid last night. There ia a field for self-help. It ia feasible provided, 

I auppose, really three things: provided aome basic assistance, provided the 

willingness of the people to put in aome hard work theuelves and provided 

that they are prepared to do that under direction. · For au individual to set 

out, to proVide hi118elf with his needs froa a amall plot of ground without 

any help. without any di.,.ection, without any advice, I think is practically 

. ~ . . , 
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uaworkable before it starts. It ie dead before it sta~ts. But on a 

co-operative basis, through a development committee, through an 

asricultural society such as the case on Bell Island last year, where 

they put the proposal together aod decided what their objectives were, 

decided what their needs were, and they came with a soUDd, co-operative 

approach to the thing to us. It was possible for us to give them some 

really minimal help, in a sense, because they did 110st of the VOTk, ad 

it was possible for them to have a good result and they, in fact, did. 

They saved themselves a lot of 110ney, I think aad provided theaselves 

with some necessary activity in this case and gpt, I thiok, a great 

deal of satisfactioa out of it. 

This year, with a limited amoUDt of 110ney available, we will supply' 

students 1D the five areas that I have .eutioaed. We will establish 

de110ustration plots to illustrate the uae of insecticides, herbidides, 

fertilizers, new varities of vesetables, cultural practices in 

ngetable, h,- aud pasture production. The students will work UDder 

the direction of the fieldman foT the particular area aad the progr .. 

will be carried out as I have said in extremely close co-operation 

emd really through the developaeat association in each case. 

Nov, Mr. Chairman, that is a far cry from either co~~~~~ercial 

agriculture or the old type market or subsistence 1titchen,gardeu variety. 

I think it is possible to do somethins :Ia a liaited way, essentially, as 

aD extension progr .. along the lines 1 have just described, but I think 

it,in· no way, should b~ taken to aeaa that this will be the basis or caa 

be the baais for a c~rcial, asricultural industry. It is a--s of 

providing to people, alaost a hobby, a useful hobby, a self-help facility by 

which they can save soM 1110ney emd as I have said, usefully use their time, if 

they have time available to thea emd at the s... time, perhaps. save some 
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.oaey. It is not to be taken as aoythina that can be the basis for a 

coaaercial, aaricultural venture. 

Mr. Cbaiman, last evening, I tried to rise on two or three occasions 

during the discussion of this section of my estimates. I am afraid that each 

time the spirit moved .. , it apparently moved your Honour to look the other 

way, and I did not get a chance to say then some things that, perhaps, should 

have been said ill the context of last night's debate. 

I think I must disabuse the committee of any idea or suggestion that 

the Government, through ita agricultural policy, are paying attention only 

to one or two specific areas, the two that have been mentioned; namely, 

poultry aod bogs. Nothing, Mr. Cbairun, could be further from the truth 

abd the estimates bear it out, and I draw the attention of the committee to 

these eatimatea, in the whole. We will be going through and looking at 

individual iteu, but I will ask the co•ittee now to bear ia Iliad. as 

we go through the whole picture, as it was presented lass night Which was 

aot a true picture and as I will preaeat it now. So, we can see it in the 

rouod and we will see that the case pat forward last night beara, in fact, 

Mr. Cbaii'II&D, ao relation to the true situation. 

The ~. the member for Humber East built or attempted to build a case 

oa two eaaential poillta: ( 1) a aeries _ of what I might call, iab.lttered0 

even acurriloua lettera to the newspapers, attacks, pecaonal attacks and 

attack& oa policy, attacks on everybody and aoybody. That was the first 

thing; and (2) •• 

Mll. WELLS: Made those attacks •• 

MR. CALI.AIIAN: But that waa one of the bases for the argument and the 

boa. gentleman raleed it two or three U.11es during the eveoiog aod 

demanded aoavera aod deaaoded repliea. And (2) hi.a quite uofouoded aod uo

aupported coateation to which I have juat drawo reference; aaaely, the 

c:ooteation that the Govem•nt an intereated only ia the poultry aad hog 

raiaiog aspects of agriculture iD thu Provilice, aod I iDtend to deal with both 
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points~ I think to the satisfaction of the co-.ittee, in shoving 

the co.aittee that in neither case was the bon. gentleaan on good 

ground. 

How in respect of the first, Hr. Chairaan, I will be brief. I do 

intend to be unkind to the gentleaan to whoa be referred as the author 

of aa.e of these letters to the newapapers. I think that poor mao's 

situation is mirrored in his writings. Let .a only say that, as the 

former Deputy Minister of Agriculture, be did initiate the arrangeaent 

with Newfoundland Poultry Producers Lillited to purchase their equipment 

and the correspondence ia in the files of the department, Hr. Chairman. 

There is no suggestion in that correspondence of anything improper, no 

augeation of any probleu. It was aiapJ.J a aatter of the Government 

decidins, as a aatter of policy, in order to facilitate aspects of 

asriculture in this Province, to provide public facilities which rather 

than be tied up by l111ited companies, by private operators, would be 

available generally to the people participating in the asriculture industry. 

So, the GoverDJ~eDt owning property at Pleaa&Dtri.lle, which bad been leased 

to tbia company, and the Govel'llii8Dt wishing to obtain this property back 

in order to make it a public facility rather than a private one, had to 

.aka ao.e aettle.ent with the then occup.ers of that property. 

So, the offer was made to that company to parchase their installed 

and ~rating equip.ent at ita depreciated coat and it is as simple 

aa that, Hr. Chairman - no impropriety, no akulduapry. It 1a as ai11ple 

u that, Hr. Chairman. It ia a simple matter of reimbursing the owners 

of the equip.ent for the equipment as it had been installed in that 

public property. Then following that the opening up of the property and 

the .. uip.ent to any poultry producer to use, as .the •aber of a newly 

for.ed co-operative. 

Jlow, Hr. Chairman, we have hundreds of co-operatives in this 

PI'O"Iince, indeed .ore than twenty per cent of the entire population of 

this Prori.nce in one way or another are connected with co-operative&, whether 
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it ia producer co-ops or conswaer co-opa or credit uuions or whatever 

they aay happen to be and the cardioal rule of a co-operative.is that 

any .ember of the public who qualifies by putting down his initial 

ahara capital and abiding by the reaulations or agreeing to abide by the 

resulationa and the by-laws of the co-operative. which he does by 

implication• when he puts down his initial share capital and agrees to 

provide any additbnal capital that be may have to subscribe over a period 

of time~ ~Y doing that,any citizen may become a seaber of a co-operative 

and no citizen may be barred from becoming a member of a co-operative on 

any ground 'that conflicts with that position. The rishts and responsib~lities 

apply equally to .uy person who wishes to join. Co-operatives are 

co~letely open and. Mr. Chairman. there should be aod there is no 

restriction or no barrier that cau be placed against a persoa vbo wishes 

to join a co-operative that has not been placed against anyone wbo already 

t. a Mmber. Co-operatives are open to anyone as I say who qualif:J'ea~:." 

Yirtue··of asreeing to the re&ulationa. by-laws. as they are laid down. 

In this case. as we are doina right across this Province. we are 

trjjog to perauaG!farMrs. people in the agriculture industry,in the same 

vay. u I have indicated already in respect of these saall experiaental'~' 

operations that we have uudertaken. Certainly the best chance, and I think 

the only chance of having any agriculture in this Province is by virtu..:. 

of co-operation,. of supply IUD&ge.ent and of first class 11erchandise. If 

we do not have efficient co-operative operation and co-operative supply 

unaaeaut or aarketing and fir-e class efficient merchandising. our 

agriculture will simply not compete. 

Mr. Chairman. the simple fact of the aatter ia that the Govern~~ent 

took back the property vbic:h it had inherited from the·u.s.A.F. at 

PleaaantYille. co.,enaated the operatiag liaited company of the tt.e for 

ita aquip•nt - the GovemMnt could have gone and purchased other 
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equipment at much higher costa, which could have beea rather silly, 

useless, a waete of money - compensated the company on the basis of 

the audit value of the equipment,depreeiate~aad turned the facility 

into a public oae and this was followed by the re-organization of the 
poultry 

company into a eo-operative which is completely open to anyAproducer who 

vbhes to join. 

Now, Hr. Chairmaa, the hoa. gentleaaa raised a question of the so-

called adssiag equipment or the equipment that was aot there or the 

inventory that was not produced or aot doae. 

HR. WELLS: That was Mr. Hurray's claia aot alae. 

HR. CALLAHAN: I realize that, Mr. Chairaaa. I have said that 

already. Thill is the second point that was raised froa the letter that 

the boa. gentleaan read last night. 

HR. WELLS: It has been spread all over the newspapers ia the laat 

aiz .mths. 

HR. CALLAHAN: I realize that and let me say that, you kDov, life is 

too short. I have aot the time end I do not iatead to reply to every 

crackpot thing that is written in a letter to the newspapers. You kaov, 

I would do aothing else. 

HR. WELLS: I agree vith that. 

MR. CAJ.IABAR Well, the boa. patleaan 

HR. WELLS: But it is hardly crackpot ••• 

HR. CAI.I.ABAN: The bon. gentlellllll, last night, ukad why there had been 

DO replies, and I aa telling hi• nov, Mr. Chaiman, that there have ben 

all mamaers of things written and published end, no doubt, will continue-

to be all aaDDera of thiDgs vrittea and published and whether they are 

true, false or iadiffereat, perhaps, is difficult for the editors of 

a ... papers to deteraiae, but the face is that they do set published end 

the fact~ also is,Mr. Chairman, that nobody has tiM to keep up with this 

5930 



JUDe Jrd., 1970 Tape DO 1098 Pa.. 8 

Hr o Callaha. 

nuff ad to be contiDually tryiDg to ~te with it, acl I do 

DOt illteDd to try. By virtue of the fact that the boD. geDtle..a 

raieecl the point ill this Bouse last night, I -now replyillg to it. 

I - replying 110re to hia tha to the letters o I do not ill tend to try 

and reply to the letters. 

Kr. Chairman, in respect of that particular matter. the inventory 

or lack of it 1 wire buketa mel other utensils • I want to aay two things: 

the firat thing is that the instruction was 1 indeed 1 given to a fol'lll!r 

llllllapr wh~ by the way baa been quoted as alao feeling that there were 

things which should 'DOt•·bfta happened. It ia part of 
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group. The former manager as I understand it from the records was instructed 

to make the inventory, but no inventory was made. At the point at which 

the first letter to the editor appeared in the newspapers, an instruction 

was issued through the deputy minister, to the Farm Products Corporation, 

to go back and to carefully examine the entire situation as regards to 

that inventory. So an inventory was made Hr. Chairman, and it was balanced 

in the light of new purchases or obselete equipment and all the rest of 

it, and in fact, and I make this statement now, and I hope I will not have 

to make it again_. 1n fact, not only was the value of the purchase verified, 

not only was the equipment in fact there, Hr. Chairman, but after the balancing, 

adjusting had been done to allow for new equipment purchase, new equipment 

obtained, there was in fact slightly more in the way of those particular 

assets than had in fact been agreed in the purchase. So rather than not 

get value for the money spent in respect to that particular item, there 

actually was slightly more value than was required to be provided for the 

amount of money spent. 

And I would add to that Mr. Chairman, that in the first instance 

in any event -

MR. CROSBIE: Affidavit supplies or what? 

MR. CALLAH~~: The hon. gentleman wants affidavits Mr. Chairman - I gather 

he is doubting what I have just said. He doesn't accept what I have just 

said. If affidavits need to be prepared, we will have them prepared, but 

I can go back prior to that Mr. Chairman, and tell this House that the 

purchase,as I have said already, was on the basis of the audited value of 

the entire equipment in that building with the depreciation applied. Now 

there is an audited statement, there is an audited account, and if that 

is not enough, I do not know what i~. 

MR. WELLS: Is there an audited inventory? 
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MR. CALLAHAN : Mr. Chairman. the auditor took account of the property 

in the building with the best advice of the officials of the Government 

as to its value. and that is what we have paid for. 

MR. WELLS: But was it the property as listed in the books of the company, 

or was there an -

HR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman, I have just said while the bon. gentleman 

was out. that we have gone back and I am prepared to assure the House, and 

I do assure the House, that on the basis of the normal inventory done I 

agree somewhat later, but done as it should have been done by a former 

manager. who subsequently departed the scene, on the basis of the inventory 

done. something slightly in excess of the required value was received 

for the money that had been paid. 

MR. WELLS: This should have been said when these letters were in the paper. 

MR. CALLM~: Mr. Chairman, I have just told the bon. gentleman that there 

had been dozens of such letters. I have been confronted by the gentleman 

who has authored some of them. As a matter of fact by three gentlemen 

who have authored some of them on two or three public occasions. One of 

them was before the Standing Committee on agriculture of the House of 

Commons. last year down in the Hotel Newfoundland, on I think a Wednesday 

evening. And I was told at that time there were going to be action - there 

were going to be charges brought, and they were going to land in court, 

'"" and there were going toAwrits taken out and there were going to be all 

kinds of things. I had another consultation at the University about two 

months ago on the same thing. And the whole tenor of the remarks made ther~ 

in a public place,to me. as I have said already, was intemperate, embittered, 

and scurrilous. And I told that gentleman there publicly in that place 

Mr. Chairman, what I thought of him. So I have answered these charges several 

times in public. I have never seen any record of my having replied to 

them. 

MR. WELLS: Never anywhere have I seen any • 

MR. CALLAHAN: \~ell 1 am simply informing the House, the Committee Hr. Chairllan, 
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that I have been confronted in public with the press there by some of 

these charges, various charges at various times. Now I have said what I 

had to say in this Committee and in this House and I d; not intend Hr. 

Chairman, to get into it again. 

JW 

Now Mr. Chairman, I have said that the Government feel that the 

only way we can have any success is through formal co-operation. Now we 

realize Mr. Chairman, that the farmers in this Province, in much the same 

\-lay • I suppose, as farmers in other provinces, but perhaps more so because 

as the hon. the hon. the Premier pointed out last night, that commercial 

agriculture has come to be in this Province at a time when costs and 

expenses and credit and everything else come at a much hiF;her cost than 

they did1 say, fifty years ago when other provinces perhaps lo~ere growing 

agriculture. So we have come into commercial agriculture in many respects 

at the roughest possible time. And we realize ~tr. Chairman, it is not 

possible for farmers to supply themselves easily if at all, with all the 

things that are needed to have a first class modern viable agricultural 

industry, whether it be big or small. And it must almost necessarily be 

big. So the policy for several years very simply has been that if farmers 

will come together - if they will indeed co-operate, form themselves into 

producer organizations -

MR. CROSBIE: They only need six,is it not? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Six or seven I think Mr. Chairman. We will enable them 

by the provision of facilities to operate on a viable and efficient basis. 

So in addition to providing the public egg-grading facilities at Pleasantville, 

we have provided similar facilities at Bishop's Falls. We have purchased 

the equipment for similar facilities on the West Coast. And in addition 

to egg-grading facilities, we have provided for the Eastern Farmers Co-op, 

vegetable processing facilities at Pleasantville, and for the Central Farmers 

Co-op., vegetable processing facilities at Bishop's Falls, and we intend 

to provide similar facilities for the l-lestern Farmers Co-op., at Corner Brook. 

5934 



June J, 1!:1/U Tape f/1099 Page 4 JW 

and ceTtninly in the CorneT BTook area. 

MR. CROSBll~: What about the CodToy ~rea? The Codroy Valley. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman, we do not intend, nor cad we afford indeed, 

to provide processing facilities everywhere. They must be central complexes, 

because even as they are, they will not be used anywhere near-as they are 

established,anywhere near capacity. They will need to be subsidized in 

their operation for periods of time, but we feel and we hope and our studies 

indicate that,over a relatively short period of time, they should be able 

to operate without subsidies, or at least on the basis of decreasing assistance. 

And at the moment we think two or three years is sufficient to get them 

into operation on a viable basis. 

MR. CROSBIE: Why Corner Brook? Why not say Stephenville Crossing or 

somewhere down there? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Because Corner Brook Mr. Chairman, is the principal market 

area, and it is also the principal distributing area - the principal 

distributing point on the West Coast, and in addition to that, Corner Brook 

is a DREE special area. There is to be an industrial park in Corner Brook. 

There is to be an arterial road which will connect both with the highway 

and the port for all the various reasons, all the economic reasons, and 

all the reasons of transportation, central location. There are many reasons 

for deciding to go into Corner Brook, and Corner Brook is where we have 

decided to go. We could Mr. Chairman, if we had lots of money and lots of 
a 

people and lots of producers and4 good market say in the Deer Lake area, 

and another in the Stephenville area, and another in the Codroy area, 

and another in Robinsons. We had those situations all over the Province. 

We could be in a position where we would have to supply these facilities 

in many places. But as it is, with the population as it is, the -distribution 

of population as it is - the economics of the situation,for many many reasons 

Mr. Chairman, we have to operate obviously on the basis of centralized 

facilities. And this is why Bishop's Falls was chosen. This is why Corner 
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Brook, the Corner Brook area, I am not sure where in Corner Brook as yet -

we hope in the new industrial park in the Maple Valley orea, This ia why 

Corner Brook is the obvious place for a third processing facility. 

In addition to eggs and vegetables Mr. Chairman, we also, if we are 

to make a success of the hog industry, and to take full advantage of what 

we have been doing with the swine station in the supply of hogs from ~hat 

facility, lf we are to enable farmers in Central and Western Newfoundland 

satisfactorily to participate, because there are some in each area now 

participating, but with some difficulties 

MR. CROSBIE: Some are not allowed -

MR. CALLAHAN: No Mr. Chairman, it is not a question of some not being 

allowed to. It is a question of transportation costs. We have - we are 

producing Mr. Chairman, at this swine breeding station, animals which are 

in certain critical respects disease-free, And we supply them to farmers 

on the basis, and this is the policy as it has been, and as it is at the 

moment - on the basis that these animals will be returned for slaughter 

to the Provincial abattoir which is Federally ~pproved and inspected, 

and where the proper pathological work can be done on the carcasses and 

on certain vital organs to ensure that there is no breakdown, that there 

is no deterioration - to ensure that the disease-free standard is being 

maintained. 

~. CROSBIE: l.fuat about custom-killing? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Custom-killing is a vastly different proposition from what 

I am talking about Mr. Chairman, not only that, custom-killing,in a sense, 

would work completely against what we are trying to do in creating a disease

free, very high grade pork product. 

MR. l·1ELLS: Does the abattoir buy the grown pig -

The abattoir,in effect, buys them back ~~- Chairman, and 

sells them and repays the farmers at a price which floats according to the 

Toronto market price. 

MR. tVELlS: In effect the provincial abattoir is, the only purchaser of 

pork products - 5936 



MI. CALLAHAN: The only purchaser of pork products of animal• supplied to 

farmers under agreement from the swine station. 

• 
MR. WELLS: That is what I said. The only purchaser for hogs that have 

been previously supplied by the hog purchasers. 

MR. CALLAHAM: That is right. That is part of the agreement, and the 

reason as I have said, is that it is the only Federal Government approved 

inspected facility where we have the additional facilities for the pathological 

work that must be done. 

MR. WELLS: So the persons in Western Newfoundland who buy the disease-

free piglets or whatever they are when they are small - they must bring 

them back -

MR. CALLAHAN: There has been a bit of a wrinkle in that in this sense -

that we have been satisfied with one or two slaughter-houses have been 

pretty good. They more or less have been up to standard. 

MR. HELLS: Where are these? 

MR. CALLAHAN: I am thinking of one in particular at Summerside on the 

West Coast. And while it is not possible to have,at the moment to have 

animals slaughtered in the slaughter houses certified, as the animals down 

here would be certified, we have been trying to get to that. And we have 

asked for the certification of certain slaughter houses. There are fees 

involved and there have been some. problems involved, and I do not think 

we have been able to achieve it yet. I think there were several places 

that we wanted approved. 

MR. WELLS: Has the Government considered an abattoir say somewhere like 

Deer Lake or Stephenville Crossing, or some central location west of Deer 

Lake? 

MR.. CALLAHAN: No. t~at we would hope to do, and this is what I am leading 

to Mr. Chairman, what we tried was in an interim way and we expected to 

arrive at this, but it did not happen at the same time that other things 
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happened. In other words, some farmers in Central and WeAtern Newfoundland, 

wanted to get animals under the SPA quota. and rather than frustrate them. 

we decided that in advance of any facilities out there,.or any massive 

transportation subsidies, or at least any massive amounts of money to be used 

for transportation subsidies, we would try to get certain slaughter houses 

certified. So that two things are going on parallel lines. 

The matter of getting the slaughter houses certified slowed down 

somewhat - and the lack of vetenerians. 

MR. lmLLS: Are they of a quality that need to be certified? 

MR. CALLAHM~: Yes, we think so. Particularly some of the ones that we have 

built,t~ recently in recent years. They are small, but they are very good. 

Public Health are in it too, but not in relation to animals as animals. 

But in any event we got a bit behind in trying to make these arrangements, 

and in the meantime we did let some farmers have some animals in the hope 

that the other thing will be ready in time. And this did not happen and 

this has created a problem for one or two farmers as the bon. gentleman may 

know. 

So Mr. Chairman, what '1-Te hope to do is in addition to the vegetable 

and the egg-grading - the vegetable processing and egg-grading sides of 

these complexes is also to put some slaughtering facilities in that same 

complex, and not separate it from it for the obvious reason that it is more 

economical to have it there. The same management, the same administration -

part of the same complex. And I think we will have to do that perhaps rather 

quickly, again providing funds. He do have in the Estimates, in these 

Estimates Mr. Chairman, as the House approves, some starter funds for the 

facilities on the \Vest Coast. We hoped to have it last year, but we had 

to finish off the one in Central Newfoundland for the beginnings of a complex 

at Corner Brook. It might be on a quite smaller scale or somewhat smaller 

scale, but really we have now, and we have had for about a year, a very 

competent agricultural engineer - something we never had before. And we are 
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looking at tho pro11poct of aome kind ot modulAr daailln buildinn that could 

easily bo added to it, 

But the point is Mr. Chairman, that these faci}ities are being 

provided near the principal market and distributing centers around the 

Island, entirely at public cost. They are being turned over to the New

foundland Co-op services for co-operative operation at a nominal fee. We 

are providing assistance. 

MR. CROSBIE: Who are "they" by the way? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Ne~~foundland Co-op Services Mr. Chairman, are the grandfather 

organization of the·· co-op movement in the Province. They are the top co

ordinating body to khich are elected - at the annual meeting events yes -

directors representing all the co-ops in the province. 

MR. CROSBIE: They have no relationship with the Government? 

MR. CALLAHAN: No relationship whatever with the Government, except in 

this respect Mr. Chairman, that we continue to give them an annual grant 

which will appear in the Estimates ~ we have in this past year to help 

them with their organization, loaned them two of our senior co-op men who 

are long-term employees, to assist in various aspects of their operations. 

And we are assisting them to a degree, not providing the working capital, 

but assisting them to obtaining working capital in respect of the complexes 

already in existence at St. John's and at Bishop's Falls, and I haveno doubt 

we will do the same in respect of Corner Brook. We also give them assistance 

for at least the first couple of years on their overhead and running 

expenses. 

So all these things Mr. Chairman, are done in the hope and expectation 

that farmers will indeed come together and work together, and we think they 

will. But the essential objection and the only objection t~~~- we hear _ re~lly, 

is from persons such as the writer of the letter of the bon. gentleman referred 

to last night and two or three others, who continue to tell the public we 

are independent farmers, and we are being done in by this foul Government, who 
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are insisting other farmers do this and this and this. And the simple 

answer to them is, that if they want that same assistance Mr. Chairman, they 

are quite free to join. They cannot be prevented from joining, that they 

have the rip,ht to join on the same basis as other farmers who are naw in 

these co-operatives. So there is not very much to argue aboutiD that. 

But these are some of the things that we hear. This is the kind of thing 

that is casting shadows on what we think and what we are convinced and what 

I hope this House, this Committee now will be convinced, is a good approach 

to this problem, of trying to put the agricultural industry we have, which 

I suppose is the smallest in Canada, but then we are the smallest or next 

to smallest province in Canada. But I hope the Committee will agree that 

this approach,Mr. Chairman, is perhaps the only one that can put agriculture 

in Newfoundland on a sound viable efficient basis. And this is what we 

are trying to do. We are not discriminating against anyone. We are saying 

to the so .. -called independent farmers, if you want these particular benefits, 

the only way you can get them is in concert with others like yourself. So 

please come in if this is what you want. But if that is not what you want, 

and you want to stay out, please do not knock what we are trying to do. 

Please do not say that it is fraudulent or that it is discriminatory,or 

that it is unfair. 

Now Mr. Chairman, I want to make some reference to remarks that 

were made here last night, and to carry on in a sense briefly as to where 

the hon. the Premier left off. Because I have some feeling from things 

that have been said here - things I have heard on the radio and on television 

last night, that th~position or approach or philosophy,as annunciated by 

the leader of the Government last night~has not been very well 'understood. 

Let me say this Mr. Chairman, that very recently the Canadian Agricultural 

Task Force, which worked for · three years, about three years, under the 

head of MacDonald College of McGill University, presented its report to 

the Government of Canada1 last Fall. And that report was just made public 

about a week ago. And there are many thi1gs in that report - there are 

many recommendations in the report, frankiy~Mr. Chairman, there are so many, 

and so many implications to the findings and recommendations that I think 

it is going to take some time to sift it nut 5940 
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MR. CAL~: And indeed the federal minister already has said that it 

might take another agricultural congress and all that that implies, eight 

or nine hundred or one thousand peopleftom all over Canada spending days 

sitting down looking at and reading and trying to assimilate and understand 

papers.done by committees which would take the task force report and 

break it down again as was done a year ago on its preliminary proposal. 

We are not alone when we say that we do not completely know yet what the 

effects will be. 

One of the things the task force said Mr. Chairman, and I think we 

can accept them as an authority, is that while twenty per cent of the 

population of Canada,in this year, todayJare involved in agriculture, are 

part of the agriculture community in this country, twenty per cent of the 

people of Canada, . one-fift~, four million or so, that by 1990 the per 

centage will be down to four per cent. From twenty per cent now, down to 

four per cent twenty years from now. 

Now, as we said last night, there will be people who will wail, 

moan, groan, who will regret it, who will feel that they better quickly 

stop the world and get off, and would if they could but , the fact.Mr. 

Chai~is , that this is the trend DOt only in this Province . but in this 

country and all over North America, for all the reasons that were spelled 

out last night. The trend is, and what it is leading to is, that within 

twenty years instead of one-fifth or twenty per cent of the population 

of Canada being bound up, involved economically and in their lives with 

agriculture, in twnety years time it will be only fo~r people out of 

every hundred in this country and the population of course will have grown 

considerably at the end of those :twenty years. 

So Mr. Chairman, it is not unrealistie, it is not disloyal, it is 

not any slur on agriculture, it is not derogative, it is not unsympathetic 

to agriculture to look at the facts as they are and to say that this is in 

fact the trend. Nobody has said.Mr. Chairman, do not plant potatoes. 
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Nobody said that all the farmers of Newfoundland who are ·(some of them 

right now)planting potatoes should not plant any potatoes,that they should 

atop. Nobody has said that we cannot grow . root crops. 

MR. CROSBIE: What are you doing to help it, that is the question? 

MR. CALLAHAN: I will get to that Mr. Chairman very shortly 

MR. CROSBIE: Good man! 

MR. CALLAHAN: Nobody has said do not grow potatoes, that we cannot grow 

potatoes. Nobody has said do not plant root crops or that we cannot grow 

root crops, because the Government know better I think than .. anyone what we 

are doing in those respects. We have said essentially~Mr. Chairman, 

that the old idea,of everybody with a potato patch behind his house,is not 

going to be revived and secondly, unless ••••••••••••• 

MR. CROSBIE: Everyone agrees on that. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Unless you have an efficient and I might say well financed, 

vell equipped agriculture industry with good,efficient marketing and 

merchandising you cannot survive. One of our basic problems,Mr. Chairman, 

up untill now,and it will persist,is that as far as pota~oes are concerned 

we are sitting cheek by jowl with the largest, the biggest potato~producing 

industry in Canada,in the Provinces of Prince Edward Island and New 

Brunswick. 

They can produce cheaper than we can produce because of sheer volume. 

They produce huge surpluses which they have up till now been able to dump 

in here at their whim and it is pretty difficult in that context Mr. 

Chairman for us to survive. This does not mean as I said, and I repeat, it 

dOes not mean that we cannot do anything in respect of potatoes or other 

crops or indeed of anything else. I will say this, there is a growing 

philosophy across this country, there is a philosophy which is running more 

and more through policies of the Government of Canada which filter right 

down to farm credit corporations and other agencies. what is kn~~~. 

Chairman' as the principle of comparative advantage which says in effect that 

if New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island on a cost benefit basis, on the 

basis of sheer economics can produce potatoes, more, better, cheaper than 

ve can produce them, then we should not be producing them. 
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They aey the aame thinR about •18•• the aeme thing about milk 

and the same thing about beet, the sama thing about aheep, the aame 

thing about anything. 

MR. CROSBIE: Would the minister pemit a question? Is that not the same 

theory as the Gordon Commission ten or fifteen years ago. We can all 

make a better living in Ontario, so we all move to Ontario is it not? 

p. CALLAHAN: I cannot disagree with the bon. gentleman's suggestio~ 

Mr. Speaker. I think it is, but what bothers me, and what I feel, and 

what we have said time and time again :~·-at Federal-Provincial conferences, 

at the agriculture congress, at Federal-Provincial meetinRs, at meetings 

here, at private meetings, in correspondence, and everywhere that we get 

the chance to say it, to the Standing Committee of the House of Commons, 

we maintain and we continue to maintain Mr. Chairman that applied strictly 

across the board as the economists, the technologists, the technocrats• 

the computers wish to apply it, the principle of comparative advantage 

runs diametrically up against the whole primciple of Confederation, the 

whole principle of equalization, the whole principle that a youngster born 

in the city of Ontario should have really no greater opportunity than a 

youngster born in Flatrock, or, to put it the other way round, the child 

born in Flatrock should have as good • ~.chance as the child in Ontario. 

We think it does, we think that there are limits to this thing 

Mr. Chairman, just as there are limits to what Mr . Gordon proposed, to 

which the bon. gentleman has ~eferred,which from an academic point of view, 

from a high economic point of view?no doubt, and I think everyone will 

agree. was quite accurate - a quite accurate assessment of our problem in 

this country. Are we going to wind up Mr. Chairman with all the people 

living in the centre and nobody on the extremity. I suppose we could 

have lots of national parks in that event and that is all we would have. 

We have attempted,with some success I think, and I hope with more 

success, to on the one hand persuade, show the economists that they aEe 

right until you inject the human factor and then we have attempted to 5943 
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extremely successful, where the comparative advantage is in our favour. 

This I think is what the bon. the Premier was saying last night Mr. 

Chairman, that there are areas where we have proof that we can excel. 

There are things we can do better in agriculture in this Province than 

you can do them in other Provinces - in other parts of Canada. We can 

have not only in one year Mr. Chairman, two or three years ago, but four 

or five years running the best pork products, ~- the best output of pork 

products in terms of quality in this whole country of Canada. 

That we have gotten into a position where we can export and 

successfully compete in eggs, that there is very much we can do in the 

revitalization of the sheep industry. There are things Mr. Chairman, 

that we can do extremely well. Now there is something that we can do that 

ve may not do extremely well, but which we are not going to cut off 

tomorrow and say, " okay, we agree all the potatoes will be produced in 

Prince Edward Island or New Brunswick." We right now only produce at 

the most thirty per cent of our requirements of potatoes. 

AN BON. MEMBER: Thirty per cent? 

MR. CALLAHAN: About thirty per cent, somewhat less than thirty per cent. 

AN BON. MEMBER: How does that compare over the years? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Well I would think it is much lower if you look at the 

other years Mr. Chairman from the point of view of market value, but from 

an agricultural - a commercial agriculta~l point of view, and this is 

what ve are considering really.;. our potato"production is about thirty 

per cent of ·what we consume and it is worth about $1 million a year. 

Now the attitude I think that ve take on this very simply is . that,if we 

can produce $1 million worth of potatoes for our own consumption,that is 

$1 million we do not have to export out of the Province to pay for some

body elses potatoes. If we can increase that ve should. 

lbe question that arises Mr. Chairman is at what costt If it comes 

to the point that even with the $1 million recirculating in our own _ 

Province, it is costing us more to have our own potatoes,then we have 

arrived at the knub of the problem. I do not think it will happen in quite 

that way, I think it will be the same kind of slow attrition that is · 
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happening elsewhere in the country unless. unless we get into the 

efficient, viable kind of situation I have mentioned and we can cut 

costs, we can still put a good product on the market that can compete, and 

unless we have coordination with the other Provinces and some understanding 

some basis of understanding so that we can control this dumping factor -

because there should be some compensation for that. 

This Mr. Chairman, was one of the principal reasons for the 

proclaimation very recently of the natural fa~products Natural 

Products Marketing Act and the appointment of the farm - the Newfoundland 

Farm Products Marketing Board. That board not only will serve as an 

overseer of supply management schemes in this Province, it also will board

mate with other boards in other Provinces and with the new national 

marketing council to see that we do have some protection against dumping 

from other places. 

The House might be interested, I have mentioned potatoes Mr. 

Chairman, about one half million sacks last year of $1 million, turnips 

about the same, half million sacks $1 million, cabbage 8,000 tons, $1 

million, other vegetables about 500,000 sacks $1 million. 100 1 000 pounds 

of wool $60,000. 11 million dozen eggs $5.5 million, 2 million pounds of 

beef worth $1 million. Poultry meats, two and one half million pounds 

worth three quarters of a millio~. One half million pounds of lamb worth 

one quarter of a million dollars. 3 million pounds of pork worth $1 million. 

MR. SMALLWOOD (J.R.): Have the bon. minister go~the figures showing the 

numbers of persons getting a living out of those classifications? 

Mlt-. CALLAHAN: Not a breakdown Mr. Chairman, but generalq I can give the 

figure. Just to conclude this, whole milk, one and one half million gallons 

worth $1,725,000., blueberries, 2 million pounds at twenty-five_cents a 

pound one half million dollars. 15,000 mink pelts worth $200,000., and that 

is around Mr. Chairman, roughly $15 million. 

Now that production gives a full or part-time livelihood to some 

3,500 people in this Province. I say full or part-time because, actually 

I think the full time figure would be closer to 2,000 people. Now we~ 
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in our context Mr. Chairman, we only have one half million people 

in this Province 

MR.CROSBIE: I am trying to list the number of people, how many did you 

1ay? 

MR. CALLAHAN: 3,500 full and part-time, 2,000 full-time. We are oDl.y 

the equivalent,population wise,of a medium size North American city. As 

the Premier said,somewhere recently1 we could drop down in the suburbs of 

Montreal, Toronto or Vancouver and they would not know until the next 

morning,until they heard it on the Open-Line Show or somebody told the 

Newfoundland Government. 

We are not very big, and 2,000 persons in this industry full-time 

or a 3,500 person industry full and part-time which I think would work 

out to something over 2,500 full-time jobs is not to be sneezed at. If 

ve are doing it on the basis of keeping in this Province the $15 million 

which otherwise would be going elsewher~then I think we are getting a 

double benefit. So that is somewhat Mr. Chairman, the story. 

MR. SMALLWOD: Has the minister asked -would the minister yield a 

moment. Would it not be a good idea if he.were to ask the- mJ staff

Mr. Power and his staff to make a study of the multiplier effect of 2,500 

jobs in agrieulture,how· many others would as a consequence be enabled to 

make a living because there is a multiplier effect in agriculture. I 

doubt if it would be one for one, but it might be half of one to one or 

even quarter of one to one. If it were quarter of one you add another 

600 or 700 persons who are making a living and this runs all through our 

society. Every job means another job or half a job, or quarter of a jab 

or even two jobs or three, depending on the multiplier in a particular 

classification. 

This should make a fascinating study. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman, indeed we have some general figures and 11e 

are right now act\lally, working through the Agricultural Economics CoUIIdl 

is it? 

AN HO~ER: The Canadian Agricultur~ Economics Research Council .t 
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Canada. 

MR. CALLAHAN: The Canadian Agriculture Economics Research Council of 

Canada right now Mr. Chairman are doing a study for us. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: But they - the - - ~ - they will apply formuli and 

the yardsticks of a national character whereas our own people have done 

it in dozens of occupations and they were thoroughly familiar with the 

local criteria, the local yardsticks. 

MR. CALLAHAN: I will be pleased to avail of the assistance •••••••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Have them check the others. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Of the economic development people Mr. Chairman, and let 

me say· this too, that in - I do not want to ge into detail at this time, 

but in a very massive submission to DREE, we have had to have this 

general kind of information and we now have to and are getting specific 

information in order to support this submission we made there. It may be 

that some of this is being done, but I certainly will as a matter of 

interest refer this to our economic and research branch people. 

I am told incidentally Mr. Chairman, that the generally accepted 

multiplier, the average accepted multiplier in agriculture is about 2.4. 

Whether that applies •••.••••••• 

MR. SMALLWOD: Is what? 

MR. CALLAHAN: 2 • 4 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Two and one half to one 

MR. CALLAHAN: Roughly two and one half to one. 2.41. But that is 

national and involves equipment manufacturers, fertilizer~companies 

MR. CROSBIE: Dairy farmers 

MR. CALLAHAN: All kinds of things. It is not reliable obviously in our 

case. 

MR. SMALLWOD: Two and one half to one. It would be that nationally 

yes. In the United States it would probably be a little higher. 

MR. CALl.AHAN: It probably would, although on the Prairies Mr. Chairman, 

where ~Ju have the delivery of wheat this would go right down into the 

railways, the shipping comple~a ••••••••• 
5947 



June 3, 1970, tape 1100, Page 8 -- apb 

MR. S~~LWOOD1 And in the U.B.too 

MR. CALLAHAN: And in the u.s.aa well, but in Canada, I think that would 

probably be vastly inflatable. 

Mr. Chairman, I had begun to aay that we are not telling our 

farmers in this Province to get out of root crops, indeed we are doing 

just the opposite. By building these agricultural complexes, very large 

ebments of whieh will concern themselves with whieliwill handle vegetables, 

will process vegetables, we in fact are saying just the opposi.te to what 

was suggested 
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here last night by .y bon. friend fro• Buaber East. We are saying to 

faraers, in this Province, do produce. Produce all you c:an. That 

ia where the tale hangs. But that is what we are saying. Produce all 

JOU c:an, and we will give you, free of charge, these facilities 

whereby you could put a better product on the market for the consumer. 

So, Hr. Chairman, to suggest that we are trying to discourage root 

cropping at a time when we, in fac:t, are spending very large amounts of 

the public: funds to put in complexes to process root crops is to say 

the least a little silly. 

Hr. Cbairaan, we have first class root crop faraera in Newfoundland 

today. You can go right across the Island. The gentleman who was in 

the sallery last night, I do not see hi• now, Mr. Legg~from Robinson~ is 

one of them, lie and his brother. We have them in the B1111ber Valley -

the Atkinson& and others. You go up into Cormack. I was up there the 

other day - the people like the Upwards, Pearce Upward and his son or 

dawn into Bishop's Falla, in the new Woodale area. People like Bill Barnett 

or Tom Brown in Lethbridge who by the way, Mr. Chairman, bas the biggest 

single acreage under crops in the Province. Then you come eaat and you 

set down into Lethbridge, &8 1 have just .aD.tioned and then you COlle on 

east, and you get down into the St • .John'• area, the Avalon Peninsula -

the MacDonald&, the Lestera and others who were mentioned here last night. 

Mr. Chairman, we are not talking about them, wha we talk about the 

day of aabaietence agriculture being done. These are people who still 

are growins. We are producing, but Mr. Chairman, there-are also people 

who are finding i~ tough. I doubt very much that without the asaiatanc:e 

progr ... that exist, (and I will get to them now, because I have been asked 

about them again this moring) none of these farmers, the best farmers ~ 

have in this Province, the ones I ban just mentioned, the Legges, the Upwards, 

the Atkinaona, the Browns, the Barnetta, the Hac:Donalda and the Leatera ~noue 
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of thea could exist without the uabtance programa that are provided, and 

in terM of what we are doing - these people. Mr. ChairMDo are in 

abed farming. I should say that. So• of thea are in dairy faraing.aa we.n 

aa root crops. Soae of thea have some livestock. as well aa, root crops, 

but they are baaed on root cropa. They are baaed on large areas of land. 

and the expense that goes with it • the probleaa that go with it and aa I say. 

they could not exist without the senerous assistance prosrama that we 

have 1 which I should say, we would like to aake if we could do it even 

aore seneroua. 

Bow to refer again. Mr. Chairman, to the queation of whether we 

are concerned at all about root crop farains, we say this: that out of tbe 

estiaates 1 which we are now considering for the division of Agriculture. 

ancl if we add in 1 which ia not shown in these wtea, an aaount of IIODey 

in the CoiiiDUDity ancl Social Devalopaeut Vote for co..anity pastures, we 

add the two a.ounta together and we aat ao..,here in the area of about 

$1.4 aillion, you will find, Mr. Chairaan1 that nearly $1.2 million ia 

dewted to activitiea 1 proar ... , uaiatance of all kiDde that ia clirectecl 

apecifically ancl solely toward• the aasiatance of root crop far.tns 1D 

thia P~vince. The only aipificant aount of 1110uey that ia there ia the 

votes at all that ia not directed to that end ia the $250,000 allocated for 

ho& breeding. 'rhat ia the only aipificant uaount. There are other 

••all amounta. But what it co•• down to, Hr. Chairaan, ia that eishty-five 

per cent or Diaety per cent of the total wte of the clivision of Asriculture, 

aa nov preaented in the Houae, ad it ia not too far out of line with 

lAet year's estimate&, is directed towards crop farmins and baa nothias 

whatever to do with either poulJty or with hose. I - sorry that the bon. the 

Mllber for Hu.ber East ia not in hie aeat, becauae thi• waa his tour de force 

~ut· nisht. Thia vaa his principal ars-nt that there ia no concern for a 

root crop ~ara. 

M I aay asaill, Mr. Chaiftlllll 1 eishty-five to ninety per cent of tbe' 
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budaet of the divi1ion of Aariculture of the e1timate1 of the 

diviaion of Asdcultun, directly and indirectly, provide for root 

crop faraing and the committee will see that, as we go through the 

estimates and this is why I have already asked the committee, and I now 

aak the committee again to bear thia in aind, ill the round, in the 

whole, as we go through the individual it.... I am talking, Mr. Chainum, 

about everything from agricultural education, where we, in this progra .. 

over a nu.ber of years, aent I think 109 students, agricultural students 

of to uaivereity and paid for everyone of them - 109 students in relation 

to our, again I say it, small agriculture iuduetry, I think is a lot of 

studente. We have paid their entire expeuees. I think we paid their 

travel, their books, their tuition, their living allowaacea, board - w 

p&J it all Mr. Chaiman, .. Bow .. uy of these people, I wonder, would 

COM back and be involved in hoB production or egs production - how a&nJ of 

the 1091 I would say DOt a half cloaeu, Mr. Chair.an. Virtually, everyone 

of the etudeuts baa. come back and gone into agricultural pursuits other 

tha poultry and hos production. So that 1e anothez: indication, Mr. Chairun. 

The bon. seutleman was quite wrong laet night. Be aimplJ did DOt 1aunr what 

w waa talking about. I will tell the bon. sentleun asain or bas he been 

liatening? Will he tell the far.ers what he hal beard? Wtll he IOlOUt and 

tell the farmers the kind of thins we heard hoa hia last nishtT 

MI. WELLS: '.I listen to the famere. I do DOt tell them, because I do 

DOt bow anythins about fam1.11a. I listen. 

MR. CALLAHAN; Mr. ChaiZ'IIIIl, the bon. aentleman can recopize facte, when 

th8J are preeented to him. At leut, I hope he can. 

Mr. Chair.an, boll. gentleMn on the other eide are a curious lot. 

Tbe7 only accept the answers they want to accept. if the aDIWIIrs. ~hat they 

pt are not what theJ anticipate or hope for or pr~ for, then~ Mr. Chair..., 
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the answer to the facta are wrong. The uevera are wrong. There ia no 

truth in them, and they are just UDacceptable. Well this is, I suppose, 

nothing new for an opposition, but it is new for an opposition to reject 

everything a everything that is provided to them in the vay of information 

that does not completely suit their predisposition as to what they will 

accept. 

MR. CROSBIE: We were just about to congratulate the tdnister of his ••• 

Hll. CALLAHAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, I • glad that I said what I said, 

because consratulationa from the bon. gentle..a would 81DOUDt, somehow, I 

do DOt think realistically, but s011ehov to some small tiny degree - the · 

last thing I want is congratulations from the bon. gentleman. 

1 aay again, Mr. Chair...., the vast bulk, eighty-five per cent, at least, 

of the vote thia year, as last year, for the division of Agriculture baa 

nothing whatever, absolutely nothing whatever to do with either poultry or 

bog production and in addition to that. Hr. Chai'fll81l, as I have just aaid, 

109 students, agricultural students were sent to an agricultural college of 

whoa leas than one-halt dozen, certainly leas than one-half dozen have COlle 

back and become inwlved in bog or egs production. So the bon. gentle..a 

is quite wrong on that. 

MI. WELLS: Give us the figures. 

MR.. CAI.LABJ.N: In terms of land clearlas·; , wht·c:h is our biggest~ .tngle expense, 

Hr. Chatman, it should be DO aurpriae to the committee that bog raising and 

poultry production do not use land except the land which the buildings are on. 

As far as land clearing is concerned, it is completely Uaneeeaaary. 

MR.. WELLS: Land clearing is the biueat expense? 

MI. CALLAIIAlf: Land clearins is the bigpst,aingle expeue we have Mr. 

Chairman. When we talk about land clearins, we are not simply talking about the 
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aJDOUDt of money, the subsidy paid to fanaen in boauaes. We are talking 

about pasture lands broP,ght into production and maiataioed. We are talking 

about bog lands which form part of them and in these votes, we have 

$100,000, $65,000 and, 1 think, $100,000. 

MR. CROSBIE: $265,000. 

Hll. C.ALLARAN: So there is $300,000, just about ia that alone and that, 

Mr. Cbainum, does not include the subaidy on l1111estone. It does not 

illclude other land fertility prograu. It does not iDclude agricultural 

surveys. It does not include equip .. ot demonatrations. It does not 

iDclude our purchase and supply to farmers 1at either reduced costs or 

no '~ cost.,of specialized equipment, which they could aot afford themselves. 

Hr. Cbairaan, as I have aaid, the boo. gentle .. o, siaply, do not know what 

tbay are talkiDg about. 

~· CROSBIE: Ninety per cent. It is not niDety per cent. 

Hll. WELLS: Would the bon. minister perait a question? 

HI. C.IOSBIE: Not aywbere near it. 

MI.. WELLS: Before he sits clown so we can ban this tbiDg cleared. Pap 

(40) of the estimates. The land c:leariDg, the 110st that there is for 

root crops, the most is $142,000. It us under Itea 815-05: Maintenance 

of Equi~nt, Tranaportation of EquipMnt, Fuel and Oil, Wages and Travelling, 

Subsidized Land CleuiDg ~ - $141',100. Up above in Benlopment, 815-04: 

Blueberry·, Fu-r Faru, Pasture Lauds for Allimals - $55,000. Boslauda, $100,000. 

I do not mow what they are doiDg with thea or whe-re they are beiDg used or 

if there is auy root cropping iD thea or not. The aost that there is 

1a $142,000, _·.possibly, plus a portion of the $100,000 UDder boslands. Bog 

breediDs alone - hog breeding alone, apart fr011 all the other aubaidies ad 

&ftrythiDg else, bog breeding alone is $249,000. Nov how can •• 

Hll. CAI.IJJWi : The bon. gentleaan agaiD is only listeniDs or is only 

hearing vbat he wants to hear. I just sot through saying, but I have not sat·• 
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Mr. Chairman, that eighty-five per cent of the funds are de~ted to 

root cropping. 1 did not say that. 

Hl. CROSBIE: You implied it. 

Hl. CALLAHAN: I said, very clearly, Mr. Chairaum, twice and now this 

i8 the third time. The bon. gentlemm claimed last night that all we were 

concerned about was poultry and hogs and I am saying, and I have just said 

tvica and I will say it again, that every farmer in this Province, I suppose, 

without exception who baa livestock also h .. root crops. It is mixed 

farwdng all the way except iD some cases in respect of poultry and perhaps 

bogs. But moat farmers have mixed farming operations. They depend upon 

ourcoamunity pastures to pasture their cattle or their animals for a large 

portion of the year while their own lands are free to grow grass or perhaps 

even to grow crops. The point is that we are talking about farmets engaged 

1D root crops who have other activities, mixed farming activities and 

without the assistance of root crops could not exiait, Mr. Chairman, because 

take that out of their operations and the rest of it could not hold itself 

up. You cannot take root crops out and say that 80 and so is not setting 

any help with his cattle or take his cattle out and say that he is only 

setting help with hie root crops. It is mixed fandDg, Hr. Chair.an. Ve 

do not have predominant farming operations in this Province. 
p•obably 

MR. 'WELLS: Is it true that 3,000 acres"' vi~l supply all the potatoes the 

Province needs 'l 

Hl. CALLAHAN: It all depends on what one means by probably wath. 

MR. 'WELLS: Vell economic size fams and 80 on. 

MR. CALLAHAN: I do not know. You would have to have 3,000 acres. You would 

have to provide for rotation. You would have to have first class ideal 

conditions. You would have to have the equipMDt. 1111d, of course, you would 

put out of production . every sull farmer who now is dravillg ••• 
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Mll. WELLS: I • not talking about one farm. I a not talking about 

one fara. I aa talking about eighty 1 fifty acre farms. 

Mll. CALLAHAN: It. perhaps. could be done on 6,000 acres in ideal 

conditions with everything that I have mentioned available but tbe 

difficulty of that is that you would close out every farmer who is 

srowiag potatoes. 

HR. WELLS: No! No! enlarge the exisitiag ones. 

MR.. CALLAHAN : But they are all over the Province. 

MR. WELLS: Sure, enlarge them. Bow many are there? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Well that is another situation. Thea it becomas 

uaeconomic. This is the problem we went through last night. 

MR. CRIJs:\IE: No sensible answera. 

MR. CALL \BAN: This ia the problea we weat into laat night where tha 

land is 1ot available in sufficiently large quantities for the farmers to 

have a vlable operation. 

Mll. WELLJ: A farmer tells me that he can 1ll8ke an economic go of it on 

fifteeen acres, now suppose he baa fifty~ Be says that it would be 

wonderful. 

HR. CIOSBIE: Baa the minister finished his remarks. 

MR. CALLAHAN: No, I am not. · 

Mll. CROSBIE: Can somebody alee talk this afternoon, or ia the 

ainiater soiag to keep it up the whole afternoon. 

Mll. CALLAHAN: No, I have not too much longer to go. 

It now being 1 p.m. the committee recessed until 3p.m. 
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The Committee of Supply resumed at 3:00 P.M. 

MR.NOEL: Before the committee resumes I am sure bon. members would like 

me to express a word of welcome to the wives and directors of the Uoi~ersity 

Extension Services of Canada who are in the Speaker's Gallery. These ladies 

are visitors to our shores. They come from points between Nova Scotia and 

Calgary. I am sure bon. members would like me to express a word of welcome 

on their behalf. And also to Rev. Jesperson from Fogo. You are very welcome! 

MR.CALLAHAN':' As the song ~oes,and so it is to conclude and to finish. I 

would like to add a few points to what I was sayin~ this morning when the 

committee rose, by way of completin~ a general review of the policies the 

operation of the division of Agriculture. As the committee rose, Mr. Chairm,n. 

I had just indicated the size of the agriculture industry in relation to the 

poPulation. The employment factors involved therein, generally speakin~ the 

value of the industry to the Province, pointing out what we must do in the 

first instance,as the hon. the Premier put it last night, to lay stress upon 

.the thin~& we can do well~ the things in which we have the best chance of 

success. But that is not to say that we · stop everything else, that we 

discourage everythinr. else, because we do have opportunities for success, 

perhaps at a somewhat lesser degree,relatively speakfnv in other areas. 

I also Mr. Chairman had indicated that,contrary to some thin~s that 

were said here last night,on the other side of the House, contrary to the 

impression that was given, that the Government are concerned only with one or 

two particular aspects of ~griculture, That the great bulk of the estimates, 

of the votes, the monies provided to the division this year,as last year and 

the year before,and I would think next and the year after that, and the year 

after that, will be devoted to the sectors of the commercial agriculture 

industry other than the poultry sector and the hog sector of the industry. 

That is true in these estimates as it was last year and as it will be certainly 

next year. 

I have said that if it were not for the various assistance programs (and this 

is not unique, of course ~r. Chairman, in this Province. It is done across 

Canada. It is done in .very country that has a~riculture) if it were not 

for these assistance programs of various kinds,from assistance to students to 
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all the other on-goin~ assistance programs These other sectors of . 
a~riculture,other than the ones to which reference particularly was made, 

last ni~ht,could not in fact survive. Indeed the only sector of agriculture 

in this Province · tdday does not ~et assistance, except in so far as it has the 

use of public grading facilities, packaging facilities, and the facilities that 

are necessary to provide for co-operative supply management, fhe only sector 

that does not get assistance in the usual way is the pouLtry industry. And I 

would think that very soon,in relative terms,~he hog industry will be next 

on the list. It will not get assistance because it has the best change of 

quickly becoming viable. It is in the other areas, in root crops and mixed 

farming,Mr. Chairman, that the assistance is necessary and will go on into the 

foreseeable future. 

Now what kind of assistance are we talking about? We are talking, Si' 

about the students that I mentioned this morning, 109 students, to date,whose 

entire agriculture education has been provided for, paid for,out of public 

funds. We are talking about various grants to organizations, societies. We 

are talkin~ about the testing and re-testing programs for bovine tuberculosis 

and brucellosis, for compensation for the purchase of reactors,for the 

operation of marketing facilities in St. John's and at Bishops Falls, slaughter-

houses, community storage, land fettility schemes, supply of agricultural 

limestone. The farmers buy at $2.00 a ton but it costs the depart ment to 

purchase anywhere from nine to eighteen dollars a ton. For the impro~ement of 

livestock, for bonuses on pure bred sires. For subsidized veterinary service~ 

which the farmers pay a token amount, for land preparation, for land clearin~ 

There is no where in Canada today, Mr. Chairman,we have heard about the 

difficulty of obtainin~ land for agricultural purposes.--There is no where 

in this country, perhaps no where in the world,I do not know, certainly in 

Canada there is no where where ladd is made available as freely and as easily, 

for agricultural purposes,as it is in this Province. And not only is the 

land made available virtually free of charge but in addition to that,once 

we provide the land,we provide assistance for the clearing of the land. We 

not only give the land,Mr. Chairman. we pick up a very large part of the lam! 

5957 



June 3 1970 Tape 1102 page 3. 

clearing cost. In addition to the bonuses for land clearing, there are 

bonuses for farm roads, there is provision made for access, for the improve-

ment of old fields, the excavation of farm storage and, as I have said in this 

House before, the most important I think single beneficial program, in terms~ 

of its size, in terms of its impact there,is the community pasture policy of 

this department,whereby vast areas of pastureland(and we will have nearly 

70,000 acres, I think, fenced, under that program by the end of this season) 

whereby these lands are made available on a regional basis for our farmers 

so that they can pasture their animals in securtty,with protection,with 

veterinary attention,without hesitation, without concern,they can put their 

animals on these pastures, leave them there for six or seven months of the year 

and in the aeantime their own grass crop,of course,is saved and may be used 

for winter feed. I will not at all get into the problems that has been solved 

for many, many communities,Mr. Chairman, b~ vittue of the fact that the animals 

can be taken off community roads, taken off open pasture near communities and 

put in enclosed pasture,saving a lot of problems,a lot of heartaches for the 

communities and of course,~at the same time savin~ extremely heavy losees,as 

there used to be for farmers.through animals being killed on the roads. 

Now all these programs, Mr. Chairman, aim to assist, do assist the 

bulk of our farmers, the great numbe~of them. The fact that I mentioned 

this morning,for the reason I mentioned this momning namely, that the great 

number of our farmers are in mixed farming and each of the components of their 

operations, whether it he root crops and livestock, or root cro~s and dairy or 

root crops and poultry or whatever, each of the components,obviously,is 

necessary to a viable operation. And where there are viable operations, 

generally, they are based on a mixed activity,and what we do in respect of 

one or more of the activities,in which a normal farming operation may be 
keeP 

en~aged,of course,helpa the others and help /the particular farmer viable. 

So Mr. Chairman, what we come down to is we have what visitors to this 

House,from great farming provinces,may consider quite small, and it is small, 

by comparison, yet by our standards important. We have an industry which does 

employ some 3500 people,which does prbduce $15, $16 million annually,value of 
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products and which thereby keeps these dollars revolving i~ this Province,giving 

a viable livelihood to our people rather than the dollars being exported some 

where else. And Mr. Chairman, it is not so,(and I gAve the committee the 

figures this morning)to say,it is aot true to say, that the root crop or the 

mixed farming segment is unimportant. It is equally untrue to say that we are 

not concerned with it. The programs that I have just enumerated, taking 

up the great bulk of the estimates of the division, I think ~ndicate that very 

very much emphasis is placed on that general sector of agriculture in this 

Province. 

There is one other thing,Mr. Chairman, I told the committee ~esterday 

we were in the process of re-organizing the forest service. We are also in the 

process of re-organizing the division of agriculture. And tentatively we 

see the aew division, the new look of the division in this light that it will 

be composed of components dealing with land development, crop production, with 

animal health, with livestock, with marketing and food technology, with 

cooperatives,of course, add very importantly with extension. We hope to get 

into the department specialists in these various areas and rather than have 

the expansion of one area which can expand quickly hel~ back because the same 

officials are dealing with an expanding area and with one which is perhaps 
. at 

static, that kind of situation, which is what this point in time we more or 

less have;these various sectors by being compartmentalized should be able to 

develop more freely,be able to show more progress and more beneficial progress 

as time goes on. We are obtaining advice I mentioned this morninp;. We are ,, 

getting the advice of the Agricultural Economics Council of Canada. We are 

getting assistance from the government's own planners, foom the Treasury Board 

and from various other areas,Mr. Chairman, and we think that the reorganization 

which we are attempting to bring about will,in fact,be beneficial and will,in 

fact,contribute to the growth of what is now an important industry and what 
a 

has,we think,the potential of becoming much,much more important industry in 

this Province. 

MR.NEARY: Mr. Chairman, on the minister's remarks concerning subsistence 

farming and home gzrdeninp;, I want to pay cribute to the minister and the 
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d€puty minister of Agriculture for the assistance and help that they have . 
given the Bell Island Association in carrying out a self-help programme on 

Bell Island. As the minister indicated,Mr. Chairman, last year, well in 

1968, in December 1968, I called a public meeting on Bell Island and arising 

out of that public meeting the Bell Island Association was formed, the executive 

the phaiman,president and the executive were democratically elected and then 

they immediately proceeded to devote t:their energies to finding ways and means 

to try to develop self-help programs for unemployed miners and people 

receiving social assistance. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not going to make a long speech and I 

guarantee that I will not put anybody to sleep. in this House. We have been 

meeting now for almost, well for somewhere between four and five months. There 

has been an awful waste of time in the House,in this session,Mr. Chairman, I 

think we could have done the work that we have done in the last four or five 

months we could have done it in four or five days. So I am not going to make 

a long speech but I just want to tell the minister how much at least that I 

consider, or how important I consider to be his program of subsistence farming 

and home gardening. 

Last year on Bell Island~r. Chairman, they started off with less than 

a hundred members involved in home gardening and subsistence farming and animal 

husbandry and so forth. This year there are 260 members in the association, 
farming 

200 of which are doing home gardening and subsistence/the other sixty are 

involved in fishing of one kind or another, salmon fishing, lobster fishing, 

and cod fishing and so forth. 

' 

Now recently hon members of this House have seen a little booklet titled 

"Stretch Your Dollar Hints", and last night,Mr. Chairman, in this Flouse my 

predecesso~the hon. member for Fortune Bay poked a little fun at this booklet. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this booklet ~n my opinio~provides some goo~ solid information 

on the growing of vegetables, soil types, fertilizers,tools, seeds, soil 

cultivation , garden layouts etc., tips on shopping and food storage, budgetting, 

livestock raising, and even Mr, Chairman•it gives directions on the building of 
a simple and inexpensive greenhouse. 

Now. Mr. Chairman, the bon. member for Fortune Bay did not think that 

this was such a good idea. He had his chance,when he was minister of the 
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Department of Welfare,in those ancient times that I hate to refer to. When he 

was minister down in the department,in the Charles Dickens days,! do not think 

that he produced one new fresh idea. So,therefore,Mr. Chairman, in keeping 

with the changing of the name of the department to the department of Social 

Services and Pehabilitatio~one of the things that we are trying to do is to 

develop programs to get people to help themselves, ~ improve the moral8 

of the clients of our department,Mr. Chairman, and at the same time, mavbe ~ave 

the taxpayers some money. I want to point out to the hon. gentleman,who 

poked fun at this booklet last night. that the only part of that booklet 

that I wrote was the foreword. The rest of it,if the hon. gentleman 

has taken the time to read it, the rest of it was compiled on my suggestion 

by the Director of Training and Research in my Department, who sought the 

assistance of Mrs. Bernice Walsh of the consumers broadcast with the CBC, who 

is an expert'.in her own field. Hiss Olga Anderson ,nutritionist with the 

department of Health, Miss Anna Templeman,supervisor of craft trainin~, 

department of Education, And Mr. M. Stapleton,horticulturist, department 

of Mines and Resources. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, when my hon. friend pokes fun at this book,these 

are the people he is poking fun at and not at me. It was merely my idea. 

I had all the information assembled in one spot and put together in this little 

booklet. But he can poke all fhe fun he likes, Mr. Chairman, the hon. member 

can poke all the fun he likes at this little booklet but I think it is going 

to do some good. I can read as well_as the hon. member. So you see Mr. 

Chairma~ while they poke fun, while they poke fun at , I tell you Mr. Chairman 

the whole trouble with the members on the opposite side of the House is that 

they hate to see this government get close to the people. They bitterly 

resent that. When this government does something to get close to the people, 

the only way then,that they can counteract it,ts to ~oke fun at it. Poke fun 

at it ~r. Chairman. These are not my words, everythin~ in that booklet, 

evervthing in that booklet,apart from the foreword,wa~ comoiled by an expe~ 

in their field. My only contribotion,Mr. Chairman,~as the foreword. The rest 
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was contributed. The hon. member can poke all the fun he likes at the 

booklet, Mr. Chairman, but it is not me he is poking fun at he is poking fun 

at the ~eople who helped us compile this little booklet-
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MR. NEARY: -------- This is participatory democracy - two way communications. 

Now Mr. Chairman, I am not an expert in budgeting, I am not an expert in 

greenhouses or berrypicking 

MR. CROSBIE: Mushrooms -

MR. NEARY: I am coming to that Mr. Chairman - the hon. gentleman is going 

to get his turn if he will just wait. And Mr. Chairman, when we do develop 

our mushroom farm on Bell Island we know where to get the manure. We have 

had enough of it in this session of the House. 

Now Mr. Chairman, I would like to commend the Minister of Mines, 

Agriculture and Resources for developing these self-help programs and I 

hope he will keep up the good work. Because it certainly has made a major 

contribution to improving the morale of the unemployed miners on Bell Island 

Now Mr. Chairman, coming to the mushrooms. Mr. Chairman, the hon. member 

for St. John's West thinks that the idea of having a mushroom farm on Bell 

Island is very funny. He thinks it is very funny. If the hon. member was 

living on Bell Island and looking for an industry, he might not think it 

so funny. And Mr. Chairman, let me point out to the hon. member for St. 

John's West, that principals of Canada's largest growers and processors of 

mushrooms, will be visiting Bell Island on Monday coming. 

Now Mr. Chairman, would these two men come down from Ontario if 

they thought that growing mushrooms on Bell Island was funny? · If they thought 

it was a joke! Do you think these two gentlemen Mr. Chairman, who represent 

the biggest mushroom farm in Canada, the Ontario Mushroom Company, would 

come to Newfoundland to inspect No. 4 mine Mr. Chairman? And look at some 

of the buildings on the surface to assist the potential for the establishment 

of the mushroom industryl Would these gentlemen Sir, who are experts in 

their field - would they come down to Bell Island to take a look at these 

facilities if they thought it was funny? The hon. member thinks it is 

funny. Mr. Chairman, let me say this - I say this Mr. Chairman without -

I do not wish to arouse hopes in the hearts of the people of Bell Island, 

because they have had enough disappointment. But if the hon. member is· 
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genuinely interested in the welfare of the people of this Province and Bell 

Island, he would get behind this sort of thing. 

Now there is the hon. member again Mr. Chairman. This was electioneerin 

when I mentioned this the other day - electioneering - getting close to 

the people Mr. Chairman - is that electioneering? The hon. gentleman has 

been in his ivory tower for so long - he does not know what getting close 

to the people means. Now Mr. Chairman, there has been a dome around Government 

departments long enough, and I think it is about time we got close to the 

people, and this is exactly w·hat my department is trying to do. The hon. 

member does not appreciate that. lie had his ivory tower, but that day has 

gone }fr. Chairman. 

Now Mr. Chairman, getting back to the mushroom farm, and I hope ~hat 

the hon. Ninister of Hines, Ar;riculture and Resources will pay attention 

to what I am going to say -

}tR. WELLS: Is the minister really serious or is he joking? 

MR. NEARY: There you ~o Hr. Chairman. The hon. member for Humber East 

who does not have to get cut and work for a living with his hands - he thinks 

it is funny too. :1r. Chairman, I worked with industry for twenty-one years 

Mr. Chairman, and I will tell you this, that there is nothing as frustrating 

as coming into this House and seeing so much time wasted by members sitting 

on the opposite benches - four or five months ~1r. Chairman. He could have 

the work done in four or five days. If this is democracy at work c!r. Chairnan, 

this is the last refuge ~·tr. Chairman - this is democracy they call it. 

Democracy! · They do not know what democracy is Sir. 

Now ~!r. Chairman, talking about the mushrooms. I personally feel 

that on Bell Island we have the physical surroundings, and that we have an 

adequate supply of male and female workers. But Mr. Chairman, our major 

problem as far as the mushroom farm is concerned is fertilizer. Mr. Chairman, 

there is a .way it can be done, and this is ~-1hy I say, I would not want to 

build up ·false hopes in the hearts of the people on Bell Island, because 

they have been disappointed many times in the past. There is a possibility 
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that they can improvise nnd as the Deputy !tinister of Agriculture knows, 

and he and I have talked about this and he is sending one of his experts 

to Bell Island on ~onday with these two men from Ontario - that you can 

improvise. The only thing is Mr. Chairman, that it may be too expensive 

and it may kill the industry, so therefore, I would not want to arouse false 

hopes. 

Mr. Chairman, I might point this out to the hon. minister too, that 

the visitors that are coming have a practically unlimited capacity to process 

mushrooms, and they have guaranteed us~Sir, of a market for all the mushrooms 

that can be produced on Bell Island. So Mr. Chairman, instead of the 

hon. member for St. John's l-'est and the hon. member for Humber East, and 

the hon. member for Fortune Bay, poking fun at this sort of thing - why 

do they not offer something positive themselves? Why do they not get over 

tbis negative thinking they have ~r. Chairman? And offer something positive? 

If they know of something we could put on Bell Island, let them stand in 

their places in this House and tell me about it. And I would be glad to 

look into it ~r. Chairman, instead of poking fun at it. The hon. member 

admits that he does not know. So that is all I want to say on this topic 

Mr. Chairman. I want to commend the Minister of Mines, Agriculture and 

Resources for his interest in home gardening and subsistent farming. And 

I also want to thank my other hon. colleague, the Minister of Community 

and Social Development, who has assisted the Bell Island Association to 

the extent that they now have a full-time field worker employed on Bell 

Island. Does the hon. member think that is funny? 

MR. CROSBIE: Do not be so corny -

MR. NEARY: And Hr. Chairman, my colleague the hon. ~inister of Mines, 

Agriculture and Resources last year, as he rightly pointed out this morning, 

sent an agricultural student to Bell Island, Mr. Calvin Sparkes. This 

year Mr. S parkes is there again doing a tremendous job - helping the people 

to try to help themselves, and as this little booklet says,Hr. Chairman; 
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to stretch their social assistance dollar. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, no one wants to poke fun at the hon. the 

Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation. One does not need to poke 

it, he is just funny himself. No need to poke the fun. The minister 

should not be so full of cheap little political dodges, and then nobody 

would be poking fun at him. I will come to one of your cheap political 

dodges, because you reminded me of this ridiculous statement of yours the 

other day, that every recreation center in the Province should be opened 

up for people on welfare, when the minister knew it was not possible or 

practical unless the Government put up all the money for it. That is the 

kind of cheap political dodge I mentioned. 

Now Mr. Chairman, the hon. member mentioned the mushroom industry 

and the fact that it needed a lot of manure. There is a letter in the 

paper today from a gentleman who says, "Mr. Premier your big-mouth minister 

has done one thingj he has proved that an old sayinr, is all truth - castles 

fall and dunghills rise." The dunghills are rising, Hr. }tinister - that 

is where you can eet your manure that you are t.rorried about. Spinning 

in the graves it is called. No one is poking fun at the minister's mushroom 

industry, althouP,h it does sound a bit dubious and a bit doubtful. If the 

minister can get a mushroom industry for Bell Island, fine - it will employ 

five or ten people or however many - but the minister must admit that it 

sounds quite improbable. Now if the minister does come up with the industry 

we will all congratulate him, for his perseverance in the face of all his 

kidding. Mushrooms from the mushmouth! ~ow I was going to mention that 

booklet but I am afraid the minister is too touchy today - we are not going 

to have any fun with the minister. He is very, very touchy, so I 1r1ill 

just speak about agriculture, and I will not mention the minsiter unless 

he gets a bit wild. '.Je will put him under wildlife. I was goinfj to congratulat1 

the Minister of !·fines, Agriculture and Resources today, but there is no 

need to. His colleagues in the Cabinet are going to get up and congratula~e 
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him, and then when they speak, his colleagues will get up and congratulate 

him, so there is no point in my doing it. But if I congratulate him, he 

will not have to worry. I will mean it - but despite a reluctance I say 

that I found some of his remarks this morning interesting. Usually I do 

not find any of his remarks interesting. But this morning I found some of 

them interesting. 

Now Mr. Chairman, I would like to deal with one point the hon. }tinister 

of Welfare made, and he makes it every time he gets up in his usual ridiculous 

way_ He said this House has been meeting three or four months and he stretches 

it out to five months, and it could all be done in three or four days. Yes, 

if we sat here and let the Government do everything it wanted, and tell us 

nothing, the House could be open and shut in seven days. That is not what 

a House of Assembly is for. This item in the Estimates was started to be 

debated last night at eight o'clock, and it was debated three hours last 

night, two this morning and forty minutes this afternoon. And for two-thirds 

or three quarters of that time, members on the Government side spoke- The 

Premier, the minister and others. So three and two is five, and we are now 

about six hours - of which the Government spoke four or five hours. So 
the 

do not give us that nonsense about the time of~House is being wasted. If 

there is any waste being done here, it is members on the G overnment side 

of the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. 

MR. CROSBIE: Agricultural Services is the topic. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. An hon. member is entitled to speak as long as 

he wishes and it is out of order for any hon. member to comment on hol-1 

long another hon. member spoke. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, I am replying to the minister's statement 

that we are wasting the time of the House. Fine, if that is over with, 

as long as I am able to reply. 

MR. NEARY: I am entitled to my rights? 
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MR. CROSBIE: If the minister is entitled to say it, I am entitled to reply. 

I am going to 8et the same treatment in this House as the minister, or there 

will be some fuss. All right. Just remember that. 

Now Hr. Chairman, back to agriculture. ~ve will leave wildlife and 

go to agriculture. I believe that the points made by the earlier speakers have 

not been effectively refuted by the minister, and that his department concentrates 

on ham and er,gs and I will not go into that all again. W1at I want to go into 

JW 

is getting the cost of the ham and egg policy. But if the minister would enlighten 

us, just what it is costing us for example, in connection t-rith Provincial Poultry 

Producers Limited. I think that is the name - Provincial Poultry Co-operative 

Limited. The Government has a policy of helping subsidize presumably the 

production of eggs in ~letV'foundland, 12,000,000 dozen. The Government has this 

Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation. It is subsidizing the whole egg business. 

You can call it the marketing, it does not matter. You are subsidizinr, men 

who are producing eggs in Newfoundland - helping them sell them - helping them 

make certain of them - the ones that are in this Co-operative. 

Now Mr. Chairman, the Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation is 

a Crown Corporation. The financial statement for the end of December 1969, 

submitted by the Auditor General, shows an operating loss for that year of 

$269,909. Now that operating loss has to be paid by the Government. The Govern

ment had paid $232,000 of it by the end of March 1969. The operating loss is 

$269,000. Nmo1 that operating loss is caused through the relationship of 

Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation through its business in poultry and pork -

the ham and eggs policy of the Government. That is $269,000 from Newfoundland 

Farm Products Corporation. 

MR. CALLAHAl'~: The hon. gentleman is gravely wrong. I went into that in great 

detail this morning and he missed the whole point. 

MR. CROSBIE: I say I am not quite wrong. This Corporation financed by the 

Government has a $269,000 loss, and the Government has to meet it. 

~. CALLAHAN: It is not a loss. 

MR. CROSBIE: It is not a loss? The Aud~tor General is wrong? 
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~m. CALLAlUlli: The Auditor General is quite wrong• 

MR. CROSBIE: And the Corporation is wrong for presenting their accounts like 

this. 

MR. CALLAHAN: It is not a loss. It is an operating cost. 

JW 

MR. CROSBIE: It is an operating loss. They sell goods - they get certain monies 

for what they sell. They have their selling expenses, travelling expenses and 

so on and so on. That is their expenses. That gives them an operating loss. 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

, MR. CROSBIE: 

It is not a loss. 

The minister can save his breath, he will never convince me 

it is not a loss. Now that is $269,000 - Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation 

down at Pleasantville. 

MR. CAL LAllA.., : That is not correct either you see. The hon. gentleman keeps 

saying "down at Pleasantville," and that is wrong. 

MR. CROSBIE: Their main center of operation is Pleasantville. That is Ple.asant-

ville. If the minister wants me to go on with my remarks, or does he want to 

go on interruptingi 

MR. CALLAHAN: I do not want the hon. gentleman to go on with a lot of stuff 

that is not so. 

MR. CROSBIE: Just let the hon. gentleman make his remarks. We have just 

listened to the minister for an hour and a half. Now if I am uninterrupted I 

will be finished in fifteen or twenty minutes. But if I am interrupted I might 

go two or three hours. Now which doe's the minister want? Does he want to keep 

interrupting? Now that is the balance sheet of Net·lfoundland Farm Products -

$269,000 loss. In answer to a ~uestion asked on the Order Paper (156) in 

connection with Provincial Poultry Co-operative Limited. Provincial Poultry 

Co-operative Limited is a group of poultry producers. There has to be five 

of them to be a co-operative. The Act was amended two or three years ago to 

bring the legal requirement to form a co-operative down, so you did not have to 

have a minimum of nine. You had to have a minimum of five. Provincial Poultry 

Co-operative Limited is Russwood Poultry Limited, Hillcrest Farms Limited, and 

some other producers. t1hat did the minister say? This Co-operative occupies 
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3.646 square feet of space in buildings owned by the Government located at 
per . 

Pleasantville, and is not charged any rent~ square foot a year for that 

JW 

space. Now that is a subsidy is it not? This is a private poultry co-operative, 

and it is getting space in a Crown building without being charged any rent, 

so that is a subsidy. In addition to the rent free space. they have a use 

of certain equipment, including egg-graders, refrigeration space and other 

facilities. That is not charged for - it is not rented to them. So that is 

a subsidy. In addition, the Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation, the Cro~m 

Company - the Crown Corporation pays the light bill and the heating bill for 

the place. That is $1,618 last year. So the Provincial Poultry Co-operative, 

a private group, does not have to pay heat, does not have to pay light - does 

not have to pay light. It is all paid for by the Government, or by a Crown 

agency. And the Government renovated a building that Provincial Poultry Co-operati 

Limited is in. That is correct is it not? $20,000 the minister said was spent 

renovating that space. That is all subsidy. And Newfoundland Farm Products 

Corporation markets all their production. 

MR.. CALLAllru~: No it does not. 

MR. CROSBIE: Helps them market all their production. 

MR. CALLAHAN: It does not have anything to do with their production or the 

marketing of it -

MR. CROSBIE: It just subsidizes their operation. It pays bills. Newfoundland 

Farm Products Corporation does nothing but subsidize egg producers and hog 

producers. That is all it does. 

MR. CALLAHAN: The hon. gentleman cannot have it both ways. Either that it is 

a subsidy or it is an operating loss. I say it is not an operating loss. 

MR. CROSBIE: l-lell it is a subsidy. 

All right, so it is a subsidy -

MR. CROSBIE: Is that what the hon. minister is getting on to? It is the 

same thing. It is exactly the same thing. If the minister wants an entire answer 

to the question read - let him read it himself. I am saying that what he is 

calling now, a subsidy - the minister makes a great point - that this is not 
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an operating loss of $269,000. Now he says it is a subsidy. What absolute 

tripe. It is an amount of money paid out by the Government - to sabsidize the 

poultry producers. 

MR. CALLAHAN: It is not an operating loss, and it is not paid only to poultry 

producers. 

MR. CROSBIE: I can only gaze and wonder. Who does the minister think he 

is fooling with those semantics. It is not an operating loss. Who cares if 

it is an operating - it is money the taxpayers of Newfoundland are paying out 

to subsidize poultry producers. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Now we are getting on the right track -

MR. CROSBIE: Not to subsidize consumers - to subsidize poultry producers -

and hog producers. 

MR. CHAIR..MA.N: Order please. I think that hon. members ought not to interfere 

while another hon. member is speaking. We are developing now into a conversation 

between two members which is the not the purpose of this House. And I must 

ask the hon. minister to remain silent while the hon. member for St. John's 

is speaking. 

MR. CROSBIE: ------ Thank you Mr. Chairman. There are two operations according to 

this balance sheet and Newfoundland Farm Products - poultry - sales $226,000. 

Pork sales - $594,000. Total $120,000. Gross loss $159,000. That is even 

before you take off administrative expenses, and then you get operating loss, 

$269,000 which the people of Newfoundland must meet. 

Now the hon·. minister made a great point abbtlt·-the selfish,independent 

producers who will not join Provincial Poultry Co-operative, like Kengrove Farm 

and others. There are some who will not join these co-called co-operatives 

~r. Chairman, and the minister suggested they are selfish~independent operators. 

\iby should they join Provincial Poultry Co-operatives and turn their marketing 

over to that co-operative, if they cannot trust the way it is being operated? 

Why should they? If they join Provincial Poultry Co-operative,Hr. Chairman, 
- · be 

their produciion is going to~marketed by Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation, 

or by Provincial Poultry Co-operative, which is the same thing, because it is 
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controlled by t.he same people. This is what they are afraid of - whether it 

is so or not. He all know the situation. 

HR. Cl\LLAHAN: The bon. gentleman thinl"...s he knows the situation. 

1-m. CROSBIE: I know what these independent operators are afraid of. 

~m. CHAIRHA.~: Order please. Did I not just say that the bon. minister should 

remain silent while the hon. membe.r for St. John's !·lest is on his feet. The 

bon. member for St, John's t\lest if framing his speech in the form question, 

that does not give anybody the right to reply at this time. 

MR. CROSBIE: That is what they are worried about Hr. Chairman. It is easy 

enough to say that these independent operators can join this co-operative -

they are all free to join, but they feel that they are delivering themselves 

that things \irill be out of their control if they do that. That they are going 

to be delivered in the hands of their competitors, and who would blame them, 

for trying to stay out of it if they .can. 
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The minister has not touched by the way on his marketing board. The 

minister is supposed to be setting up a marketing board. Are they going 

to be forced, Mr. Chairman, to operate through a marketing board anyway? 

Is it true that the director of marketing of Provincial Poultry Co-operative 

was, for a time, a man who was working for the Government also and paid 

' by the Government. Would the minister answer that, if he answers later on? 

Is not the Province!s former director of marketing now the co-operative 

full time manager? The minister has no idea. 

Would the minister agree that the national consumption of eggs is 

one and a half hens per person? Would he confirm that so that we would 

require 750,000 hens here in Newfoundland; whereas, we only have a maximum 

of 400,000 hens now. We would like to hear from the minister on that. We 

have not got enough hens according to these figures. What does the minister 

say about that? Is the minister going to institute an egg marketing board? 

What was this marketing board that the minister announced or appointed 

shortly,several weeks ago? Is dis to control all the production or 

marketing of eggs in Newfoundland? Would the minister enlighten us on that? 

What is the relationship, Mr. Chairman, of the abattoir at Pleasantville 

to Newfoundland Farm Products? I do not want to ask questions that the ministe 

does not want to note. lf the minister is going to speak again, I would 

like to know what the relationship is of the abattoir to Newfoundland 

Farm Products Corporation? Does it operate the abattoir? What is the 

relationship there? I assume that this loss of $269,000 applies to the 

abattoir also. 

While the minister is dealing with that, if he deals with it, which 

I very much doubt, because the minister does not usually answer questions 

unless they are unasked ones, could he deal with Question 305 that has been 

on the Order Paper now for some several months, which asks, in connection 

with the abattoir, how many persons are employed by the Government or any 
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Government agency there, what their names are and their annual salaries 

and whether or not the abattoir employes any consultants or others, not 

falling within that category? It was answered and tabled - it must have 

been done . when I was not in the Bouae. I have only not been in the 

Bouse once. The minister better check. I do not think that that has been 

answered. If it has been answered, I would apologize. According to my 

records, it is not answered. Question 315 is not answered, and it is not 

a very complicated question. 

MR. CALLAHAN: It is answered and tabled, because the names are tabled. 

_MR. CROSBIE: Question 3157 I will check that out. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Will the bon. gentleman now apologize? 

MR. CROSBIE: No. When the hon. gentleman checks it out and finds the 

answer ••• 

MR. CALLAHAN: When he is satisfied that it is what he wants, he will 

apologize. 

MR. CROSBIE: I am satisfied that it is, in fact, tabled out in the office 

and I will apologize to the minister. 

What I would like to know, Mr. ~airman, is just what is the abattoir 

operation coating the Government of Newfoundland,at Pleasantville? How does 

it tie in with Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation and just what is the 

cost to the Government and to the people of Newfoundland, the cost of 

subsidization of the poultry producers and hog producers of the Province? 

What are these costs? We know thac there are certain headings in the 
in 

estimates, but these coats are~ more than one of these headings in the 

estimates. What is the coat to the taxpayers of Newfoundland to drive the 

production of eggs here in Newfoundland up to 14 million dozen a year? What is 

that coatfor the last eight or ten years? What is it coating now to develop 

the hog industry? 
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There are low cost : loans to the people who raise hogs, number one, with 

interest rates at, I think, three per cent, subsidized by the Government. 

So, what are these costs,that the minister has been talking about but not 

clarifying;of establishing these two industries? Why should any 

independent producers, Mr. Chairman, be put in any position where they are 

forced to join co-operatives, which they do not want to join, because 

they do not want to have any control taken away from themselves and handed 

over to their competitors. Why should one operation be subsidized by 
it 

calling~a co-operative, while another operation is not subsidized, because 

the people involved will not join a so-called co-operative? A co-operative 

of body corporate& is hardly my view, Mr. Chairman, of a co-operative. I 

have always thought a co-operative was an organization of men or women 

who got together as producers or consumers~in their dozens or hundreds,to 

amalgamate their efforts to improve their power of purchasing or selling 

power. A co-operative of badie• corporate,of five or six corporations, whether 

they are in the hog business or poultry business or any business, is not,to my 

mind, a co-operative. Bow can that be called a co-operative in the 

otdinary sense of the word? It is not, as though, there were five or six 

small individual farmers or ten or twelve or a hundred in Provincial Poultry 

Co-operative. That is not the case. There are six, ten or more corporations? 

That is what is involved in that co-operative. 

It is not a co-operative in any commonly accepted sense of the word. 

So, what is the cost to this Province - the true cost in connection with 

this poultry co-operative, in connection with the hog industry and 

Newfoundland Farm Products? These are the questions that the minister 

should clarify. 

MR.. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, it h not my intention to elwell too long on 

the heading. I certainly hope we can get down to the individual items so we 

can discuss these. But after listening to the bon. Premier last night, 

5975 



June lrd., 1970 Tape no 1104 Page 4 

Hr. Murphy. 

for quite a length of time and the bon. minister today and particularly 

the bon. Premier last night, where he more or less ruled out anybody who 

would try to join it, 1t was crazy and a waste of time and what not, I 

felt rather upset, because, personally, I feel that there is still some 

room here in our Province for people to grow the ordinary root crops, potatoes 

so on and so forth. But to get the impression, and I think that this is 

what has been happening to a lot of our basic industries, such as . 

agriculture and fishery. Since this Government has been in power, we 

have been hearing about the great industrial development and we are 

to become a great Ruhr Vatey or a Pittsburg rather than just a Province 

that we should be, where we must use what God gave us to sustain ourselves. 

With reference to the Newfoundland Farm Products, I have the paper 

here before me, and I was going to ask some questions. The bon •. member 

for St. John's West has already asked some, But when we heard last night, 

about poultry and eggs and pork, we were given the impression that 

they were great industries that were really viable and all kinds of money 

being made from it. I see here and as the bon. member again~as mentioned 

that there was a deficit of a gross loss, actually, on operations of 

$159,000 last year. The sales were $226,000 and the cost was $290,000 

oa poultry. Pork yielded $594,000 and the cost was $688,000 and that 

did not include administrative costs so on and so forth. I would like -

I cannot find this - the reason I am discussing this here, is because I 

C8Dnot find it under any heading going down through. I would like the 

bon. minister, when he does apeak again, I hope it will not be for another 

couple of weeks and that he will tell us what operating grants of $210,000~ 

I c8Dnot find it anywhere in the estimates. The statement also says and 

this is _by the Auditor General - the above statemeot does not include certain 

expenses paid directly by the Department of Mines, Agriculture and 

Resources on behalf of the corpo~ation and possibly, we might g~t some· 
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information from the bon. minister as to just what these certain 

expenses are. There are a couple of items here that I would like 

to queatbn. One is cartage of $4,531 and another one is the 

rent of vehicles $13,100. That is something like $17,500 for cartage 

and rent of vehicles. 

There are other miscellaneous items here, of course, that make it 

up, like bad debts, telephone, heat, light and so on. That is all 

included in this statement here, but there are other expenses that 

are not included in this and there is no heading, as I have said, for 

Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation. But I feel that we are 

entitled to some explanation of all this, when we bear ·about the pigs 

and the hens and the great industry it is and we cannot afford - I listen 

tD some of our farmers - &nJ'body who listens to Land and Sea on C B C 

on S1mday afternoon and particularly when you get Mr. MacDonald. About 
a 

three weeks ago, Mr. Reid from Lethbridge who also is operating farm ••• 

_MR. CALLAHAN: 

_MR. IIURPHY: 

Mr. Brown. 

I am sorry - Mr. Brown. Here are same of the problems they 

have and the great competition they have to deal with, because of the 

importation, of course, of fertiiizers and aany other things that go into 

asking their operation viable and also so many smaller farms, family farms 

that are going to waste as mentioned in the book, and there was one itea 

there, and I am not trying to ridicule,again, the Minister of Welfare, but 

I was reading through it and it says that it is far more convenient to 

have you garden near your house for rearing· vegetables. I think that is 

a very profound statement, because if your garden is near your house, and 

I think, most gardens are attached to your bouse - I believe it is 

a stateaent th~t perhaps does not add too much to the saall person on 

Welfare, because I know that they do not own huge gardens fifty or sixty 

ailes away and the cost of transporting these gardens near the houses, I 

do not think, would be too practical, if we are going to follow out the bon. 
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minister's statement. If he said, your own front garden, which 

most people have adjoining their homes, and I do not see how the 

people in my district down here on Casey Street or Lime Street or 

anywh~re else are going to go into ·this great extensive business, but 

there is one thing that strikes me pretty forcibly and that is the 

consumption of tomatoes in this Province - tomatoes that are 

imported and why with the great volume of electricity that is running 

out of our ears at this time and costing practically nothing, why we 

cannot go into some development or some assistance to our farmers or •• 

MR. RICKEY: You mean a hot house? 

MR. MURPHY: A hot house. 

MR. HICKEY: Right here. 

MR. MURPHY: Yes, I know, but tbe air in here is not too good. 

But tomatoes, as I say, Mr. Chairman, would be a tremendous industry. 

I know that there are local tomatoes grown and they are really beautiful, 

but the a1110unt of imports must be tremendous and why we are not using 

some of this great electricity that we thought so much of, so cheaply, 

would be used all year z-ound for tomato growing and potatoes, as we know, 

when we have many thousands, as the Premier referred to in Nova Scotia -

why so much farming - why a lot of the farms are not being tended at 

this time and to compare it with Nevfoundland 9where Nova Scotia 

unemployed, is something in the area of five to six per cent and ours 

is something over twenty per cent, and great numbers on welfare line 

up at supermarkets and pay the highest prices for their vegetables -

I do not see why we do not get ~ut and encourage the people. I am talking 

nov of the rural areas,· not urban, of course, to get back into their 

a.all garden patches in root crops and so on and so forth. I think that 

voulcl conserve a lot of money that is being spent in supermarkets. We could 
not 

grow uny, many thousands of barBels of potatoes, I am sure. I am,..talking 

nov of the beautiful farms you see on Prince Edward Island or, perhaps in 

Rev Brunswick, but let us use what we have. We have plenty of land, not a huge 
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acrea1a, but · there are many, many thouaaods of acrea of land, I aupposa, 

that were used over the years by people living in ou~ outports to 

grow their owo vegetables and so on.With the beginning of the base 

work and so on, a-lot of these people, naturally, left farming, (lt 

vas a hard life to try to maintain themselves}to go into more lucrative 

positions.and back in the old days, in the 1950's, when the fishermen 

were told to haul up their boats and come ashore and work. It was all right 

at that ti .. , the jobs were there, but I think, Mr. Chairman, we must face 

facts. These jobs are not available. I can remember back in the 1950's, 

when the great announcement was made.at the opening of the great machine 

plant at Octagon PoAd,to empl~ aome 6,000 people,and the greatest worry 

of Government at that time was where they were going to get the 

necessary bodies to fill the jobs and it was feared that we would have 

to import them from other provinces. 

Well, we cannot live on pipe dreams, and we cannot live on promises 

so I think we must face. facts, if our people are to survive. We know the 

work is bard. But when we look around our rural areas and see the huge 

fences, if you like, or walls th~t are built of rock and these rocks, 

we know and stones came out of the ground that was being cleared by band 

and pick axe and crowbar and so on and ao forth, I do not thiDk our people 

are afraid of hard work. I believe all they want is some encouragement and 

when_I said that the Government do nothing, of course, do nothing is a 

term in this Province. It is a term that a lot of people use and it 

does not actually mean what it saya, Because a gentleman was talking 

to me the other dav and be told me that he bought a house for half 

nothing and he sold it for $3,000. I tried to figure the mathematics of it, 

and I just could not figure out how much be made on the deal, because nothing 

is nothing and be paid half of nothing for it. 

When we aay nothing, we mean; literally. very little is being done to 

encourage farming either on a fairly large scale or on what we call the 
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home plot scheme. So, Mr. Chaira.n, I hnpe that when we get down to the 

various grants and the votes for the different departments that we 

will get the information as to just what actual money is being granted. 

I would certainly like to get full information on this Newfoundland 

F.ara Products and particularly this operating grant of $210,000,who is 

being subsidized and are we subsidizing the producer in this case or 

are we subsidizing the consumer._? We do not know just where these 

things go, According to the bon. member for Burin ; they are paying 

big prices for pork and poultry in Burin. Am I right on that? 

So, Mr. Chairman, there is not too auch else I would - I beg your 

pardon. 

AN BON. MEMBER.: Refuse to eat subsidized pork. 

MR. MURPHY : Refuse to eat subsidized pork, there you are - nothing 

but the full price. So, when the minister does, I think, he is going to 

have a few words to sort of get us on the road to getting down to 

the headings. Perhaps, he would explain this and for his information it is 

on eXhibit (2) of this report on Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation. 

I do not know about the poultry. I have been looking up, but I think that 

is a private co-op, and I do not think it shows in our estimates, so I do 

not bow just what the affect of Govemment is on~ it, There are 

quite a number of articles in the papers recently. This is one#on 

May 2nd --egg men worried about surplus chickens co.tng home to roost.~ 

So, possibly, the bon. member for St. John's West who brought this up -

there were a couple of private operators who refused to go in, because 

they figured that the great lines of the industry, the incorPOrted companies, 

that the bon. member referred to, would put the squeeze on them and 

limit them to so much production, Uhether this is fact or fiction, I do 

not bow. 

When we get into the meat of the estimates, possibly, the bon. minister 

can explain some of these items to us. There is one other matter, and that 

is again - I think Mr. MacDonald made a st8Rment today in reply to what the 
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hoD. minister and the Prelllier said abou,t farllling not being 

'Viable here. They still think that a 81'4!&t ID&DY of our fdlow count~ 

can still scratch some kind of a living o.ut of root cTopa and it 
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MR. MURPHY: May be scratching a living but I think perhaps it will be a 

step above getting handouts from the Government in the form of welfare. 

MR. CALLAHAN: To have to get them to scratch a living is not very much 

different except that one is more productive than the other. 

MR. MURPHY: That is the idea production ••••••••• 

~· CALLAHAN: The hon. ~entleman did not get the idea that they are getting 

handouts from the Government in order to be able to get •••••••••• 

MR. MURPHY: Well they will get handouts but I think it would make them 

more self-respecting in working and I refer now to these persons who have 

to accept relief and we are not criticizing the hon. minister, he is quite 

sympathetic towards them and I think he is doing his best with the limited 

means he has. I would have given these people enough money to properly 

feed themselves and bring their children up and dress· them properly, but I 

feel that if we could supplement them with something like this bit of farming 

here and God knows, you travel through this Province of ours out side of 

St. John's and there are hundreds and thousands of places that are just going 

to waste and that could be utilized. 

I remember in the old days, I do not know if it is still operating, 

my own sister was the first settler in Markland when the Commission of 

Government started the land settlement scheme. My sister and her family 

were one of the first families to move in there. It was heartbreaking work 

I remember they had to dig a well and that took something like five to six 

months just getting down, he would dig and she would haul the clay out in 

buckets to bring it to the surface. But this is all a part of our livlihood, 

we are on this island and we must scratch for a living. We are not on the 

mainland perhaps where things would come much easier for us, we are 

isolated and I think we have to face the facts. I do not think Mr. Chairman 

that we can an~re tell the people that they could live at the same rate as 

the people in central Canada, Ont~rio, the other Provinces. I think we have 

a couple of strikes against us anyway when we start to do anything. I do 

not know how many ba~s or barrels of potatoes come in here from Prince 

Edward Island, we must be one of their best customers and anybody who has 
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visited the beautiful Codroy Valley in recent years, which was always 

supposed to be the bread basket of our Province, I know I was greatly 

disappointed because/the competition. They were. coming oirer in huge trucks 

across the gulf and selling from door to door and so on and so forth. 

Do we need to subsidize these people to keep them in business so that they 

can earn a living or do we just say. " look, give it up and accept your 

welfare cheque every week or every two weeks?" 

MR. CALLAHAN: That is not why they quit in the Codroy Valley. 

MR. MURPHY: That is not why they quit in the Codroy Valley, possibly not 

but it might be one of the causes of quitting because Confederation was 

the greatest blessing under God, or the second greatest blessing as the 

Premier says, but I think it created a lot of problems for a lot of people. 

Our local industries and so on and so forth, they are not now reviving the 

issue but we did not take the necessary steps,! do not think, to apply some 

cure to help our people to be more or less self-sustaining. 

I feel Mr. Chairman, that this agriculture - there is some future 

in it for us, perhaps not the maximum, perhaps not three-quarters of what 

we could get out of it, but I am sure th~e must be some per centage in 

farming, in growing our own products. I know in this Province we consume 

a tremendous quantity of potatoes, turnips,cabbage. These are basics and 

there is no reason why they cann.ot increase or aim to increase through 

some small help. I am very happy to hear the·~han .. minister say that we 

have some of our students in the field now. I do not know if we have at 

Memorial, I brought it up last year, any agricultural college. I think 

most of our boys went to New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and the same way with 

forestry but ••.••••••• 

MR. CALLAHAN: That is the regional college for the Atlantic region 

MR. MURPHY: Nova Scotia? So Mr. Chairman, as I say, this vote I think 

is very important and let us get at it and find out just where the monies 

"' in 
are being spent andAour opinion if they are being spent wisely or not. 

We can only discuss it I think - it is all right to debate issue& If we 

are wrong, we have to admit we are wrong. If we are right, well then I 
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think it up to us to guide the Government Departments on some other 

thoughts. I do not think . .. the right ideas belong exclusively to those 

in power. I think other people could,with a fair amount of intelligence 

could perhaps add something to what is happening in the Province. This 

party ~ believe quite sincerely will not be in power for ever, and 

anybody that is planning to,on the other side, I know must be working on 

plana, and I know they are,to perhaps go more extensively into farming 

and rural development which I think is a very, very important matter at 

this time. 

The bon. member for Bonavista South told us yesterday - I forget 

the reason for asking the question because I k~ew the answer to it, down 

in Eastport area - these areas there is very little welfare because. most 

of the people in that area have.their farmland, they are being encouraged 

there and are taking the initiative. Possibly we might go to some other 

areas, we have Winterland in the area of the hon.member for Burin. I think 

that is fairly prosperous and we have •••••• 

MR. BARBOUR: (Inaudible) 

MR. MURPHY: I am talking about the area not actually referrinf to the 

district. But there are many other areas, and the Lethbridge area down 

there, that is a very viable area 

MR. BARBOUR: And Musgravetown and Bloomfield 

MR. MURPHY: Musgravetown, there must be some future but I think we have 

to get out and encourage small lot owners to get in there and let us help 

them out to the best of our ability. If he is on welfare he can subsidize 

himself to some extent with his .-·own vegetables and I am sure that he 

would not be penalized by the welfare department if he did go out and do 

that. I do not think they would say: "Look, you grew $100. worth of 

potatoes so as a consequence we are going to cut your cheque off $100 •• " 

I think the Department of Welfare would really clap that man on the back 

and say: ,. I wish we had thousands more like you." 

Mr. Chairman, when we get down to the individual votes, possibly 

we could have some further discussion on these. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Before that, on a point of privilege Mr. Chairman, the 

bon. the minister wanted me to apologize for not realizing that the . 
minister had answered question number 315. I have here Wednesday of 

May 6th. page 3536, the minister is answering questions, and he said: 

"Question 315, on the Order Paper of April 8th. in the name of the 

bon. member for St. John's West. I thought I had Mr. Speaker, the 

complete list of the employees of the abattoir but I do not seem to have 

it, but I will obtain it and table it.'' It was not tabled that day and 

it has not been tabled any day since. So the question,Mr. Chairman, is 

not answered and I therefore feel that I have nothing to apologize about. 

The question is not yet answered. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman, to that point of privilege, I am quite 

sure the bon. ~entleman said 305, at least I said to him, " 305," and he 

nodded •••••••••• 

MR. CROSBIE: t , said 315, I corrected him. 

MR. CALLAHAN: I asked my friend in the back to check, but I do have a 

carbon copy of that list here, I do not have the original which leads me 

to believe that it was tabled later. Subsequently,!£ it was not I,in 

any event, table it now. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: (J.R.): Mr. Chairman, while I was out in the common room 

1 was able to listen to some of ·the debate, not all of it, and while I 

listened I heard a statement made to the effect that the Government are 

subsidizing the poultry industry, and, subsidizing the hog raising 

industry. That was a true allegation. The Government are indeed subsidizing 

the poultry industry and the hpg industry as well, also the fishing 

industry and the mining industry and other industries- the Government of 

this Province. the Government of every Province in Canada and the 

Government of Canada. 

Mr. Chairman, there would be no fishery in Newfoundland today, it 

would not exist it would have perished many, many decades ago, 1t would 

have perished one hundred years ago but for the subsidies that were given 

to it by the Government of Newfoundland.before and since Confederation. 
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The fish merchants of this island always received help from the 

Government,either directly or indirectly but received it from the 

Government. For most of our history,up to the coming ~f Confederation, 

the fishermen of Newfoundland,in return for the fish they produced and 

delivered to the merchants, were paid in two ways. They were paid by 

the merchants in part and paid by the Government for the rest~in the 

form of dole. 

The Government of Newfoundland for long decades paid the fishermen 

part of the money that the merchants ought to have paid them and did not. 

The price that the merchants paid for fish in Newfoundland was scarcely 

ever enough to enable the fishermen and their families to survive, to 

survive, to continue living and so the Government paid the fishermen 

what the merchants failed to pay them. 

This was a direct subsidy paid to the merchants. If the Government 

had not done it there would have been no fishery for one hundred years, 

up to the coming of Confederation. Since the coming of Confederation 

the Government of Newfoundland and the Government of Canada, both of them, 

have been subsidizing the fisheries of this Province. We have between us 

subsidized the fisheries to the extent of a great many millions of dollars. 

The two Governments, the Government of Canada more than the Government of 

Newfoundland.for the very good reason that the Government of Canada have 

more money to do it with than we have and they have put out scores of 

millions of dollars to subsidize the fisheries of this Province and the 

fisheries of other Provinces as well. 

Of course in subsidizing the fisheries of Canada, the Gove~en~ of 

Canada are only doing what they have always done for agriculture. I would 

venture to say. that if the Government of Canada have paid out a couple of 

hundred millions of dollars to subsidize the fisheries, they have paid 

out to subsidize agriculture at least one hundred dollars for every one 

dollar they have paid out to subsidize the fisheries. The Government of 

Canada poured out in untold hundreds of uillions - I saw an estimate in a 
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report that the Government of this Province had prepared for it on the 

fisheries, a report that we had prepared for submission to the Government 

of Canada,an estimate of what the Government of Canada ~ad in fact paid 

out over the years to subsidize agriculture and the figure was up in the 

thousands of millions. In other words, billions of dollars. Right now 

at this moment, the Government of Canada are subsidizing agriculture in 

Canada to the extent of possibly one thousand million dollars a year. One 

billion a year to subsidize agriculture. 

Wheat farmers are being paid at this moment not to grow wheat. They 

are being paid at this moment cash by the Government of Canada to let their 

land lie fallow, not to produce wheat from it. This is not the first 

time the Government of Canada have done that. I would say~Mr. Chairman, 

that if in the last fifty years the Government of Canada had not given the 

subsidies they gave to agriculture in Canada, agriculture in Canada would 

have perished, and I am quite sure that the fisheries of Newfoundland 

would have perished long years ago if they had not been subsidized up to 

Confederation by the Government of Newfoundland and9 since then, by both 

Governments. This is as normal a part of our modern life as anything you 

could mention. Subsidizing primary industries, and the subsidies are given 

either to the entrepreneurs in them, the merchants, or the primary 

producers or both, or organizations of the primary producers. 

Not only is this so for the Government of Canada, it is so also 

for every Provincial Government in Canada. Agriculture could not have 

continued to exist in Canada or in any Province of Canada without massive 

subsidies paid on it by the various Governmenm~n this nation. 

Now if the Government of Newfoundland are subsidizing the fishermen 

we are doing what had to be done. Mr. Chairman, people do not realize how 

much money has been poured into the fisheries directly and indirectly by 

the Government of this Province. It is not normally realized, but we have 

put thirty-eight millions, this Government have put or caused to be put 

thirty-eight million dollars into the fisheries by way of loans.to fish 

firms nr to fishermen. To fish firms to enable them to build modern fish 
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plants, or to enlar~e or modernize their existing fish plants, or to 

build or buy modern draggers with which to supply those fish plants, or 

money lent to fishermen to enable them to build or buy boats, to buy 

engines, to buy fishing gear. Why, . there was one occasion alone when the 

Government sold the Newfoundland Savings Bank . (and made a profit of 

something over two million dollars on the sale of that bank to the Bank of 

Montreal) when we took $1 million of it,_$1 million of our profit,and 

spent it to subsidize the purchase of nets and fishing gear of all kinds 

for the fishermen of this Province,of this Province. 

We subsidized the price in the purchase of some thirty-eight 

thousand nets, I think it was, I am speaking from memory and I think that 

was the figure. Well, we actually subsidized those net to the extent of 

two and one-half millions of which one million came out of the profits we 

made on the sale of the Savings Bank. I said $38 million we had lent 

the fish plants~ it is thirty-seven and one half million. 

MR. COLLINS: What source is the Premier quoting from now Sir? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: From Government statistics. I am quoting Government 

statistics. In addition to the thirty-seven and one half million that the 

Government lent to the fishing industry, the Government spent another 

three and one-half million to develop fisheries - to finance fishery 

developments at LaScie and Merasheen and Seldom, three and one-half 

million. Then we spent a total of fifteen and one-half million for 

fishery ventures on the south west coast. Then we spent another four and 

one-half million, $4,511,000. in loans, direct loans made to fishermen. 

Then on top of that, the Government
1
through the Fisheries 

Development Authority, spent another $2.1 million, $2,100,000. and then the 

Department of Fisheries itself spent six and one-quarter millions with 

rendering services to the fishermen and the fishin~ industries. 
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this comes to a total and then we spent bounties, in bounties on boats and 

gear $2,900,000. call it $3. million and this makes a total of $72. million 

from the Newfoundland Government. $72. million spent to subsidize the 

fisheries of this Province not counting the relief, not counting the welfare 

that we had to pay out to fishermen to make up for the wages they did not 

get or for the prices they did not get from the merchants for the fish they 

produced, not counting that, not counting any other forms of help direct to 

the fishermen and the merchants to the fishing industry $72. million. Now 

that is cash, that is hard cash, that is money and we do not apologize for 

it. Our only regret is that instead of $72. million it was not $144. million. 

Now in addition to what we have spent, this Government spent to 

help the fishing industry, the Government of Canada have spent far more, far 

more indeed. The Government of Canada spent a total in the same period to 

help the fisheries of this Province $207. million and $72. million that the 

Newfoundland Government spent is $279. million, well over one billion dollars 

spent by the two Governments in this Province alone to subsidize the fishing 

industry. I will say to you here today that if that had not been spent in 

these last twenty-one years there would be no fishing industry in this Province 

this afternoon, not any sign of one. If the boats that the Government of 

Canada and the Government of Newfoundland, the two of us between us, enabled 

to be built had not been built, if we had not enabled them to be built, if 

we had not enabled the engines to be procured that were procured, if we had 

not enabled the gear to be procured that was procured and put into use, if 

we had not enabled the stages and flakes and other fishing facilities and 

means and tools to be acquired and put into use that were acquired, if these 

things had not been done there would be no fishery today. 

Now I am not one to stand in this House and say we ought not to 

have done it. Would anyone say that we ought not to have spent the millions 

we have spent to help agriculture? Would anyone say that we ought not to 

have spent the millions we have spent to promote the mining industry? This 

Government, the Government of Newfoundland~spent $3,104,000. to help the 

mining industry to develop minerals, to develop the mining industry of our 
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Province and in the same period of time the Government of Canada spent $2.25 

million that is $5.5 million the two Governments . spent to promote mining in 

this Province. Would anyone say we ought not to have done it? Would anyone 

say i 't was not a good investment? Would anyone say that the money spent on 

the fisheries by the Government of Canada and the Government of Newfoundland 

was not a good investment? Would anyone claim that i~ ought not to have been 

spent, that it was a poor investment? 

Now some of the money that was spent was wasted, some of the money 

that was spent was lost, some of the firms to whom money was lent failed, some 

of the fishermen to whom money was lent failed in their effort, some of the 

moaey went down the drain but these are the chances that have to be taken. 

You can guard against them all you like and you will still have business 

failures, you always did and you always will. You try as best you can to 

guard against these failures but you will have them no matter how hard you 

try to guard against them. But who will say-even taking into account the 

failures and the loses.who will say the Governments of Canada and Newfoundland 

were wrong to invest that money to help the fishing industry, to spent that 

money to help the mining industry? Who will say they were not good invest-

ments? The times this Government sent out diamond drills and drilled and 

drilled thousands of holes to try to find minerals, to try to find salt, to 

try to find oil, the millions that were spent on that,but did not find 

minerals, did not find salt, did not find oil, was that money that ought 

not to have been spent? Must you have a guarantee that you will find oil 

or salt or minerals before you stick a diamond drill down, ought we not to 

have done it, were we wrong to do it? 

The same thing applies to agriculture. We have spent,since the 

coming of Confederation,certainly not less than $15. million of public money 

to help agriculture in this Province. Some of it was wasted, some of the 

people who received it wasted it and some of the people who received failed 

and went out of businesss. We went out and •.o~e cleared land at an enormous 

coat,for farmers who asked to have it cleared,and they went farming and 

failed and that land now, some of it, is grc,wing up with small trees, abandoned. 
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Ought we therefore not to have cleared any land? Were we wrong to spend the 

millions we spent clearing land, were we wrong? .Are we to be condemned for 

that, are we to be condemned for the hundreds of thousands of dollars we have 

spent as free gifts to farmers to supply them with agricultural limestone? 

Ought we not to have done that, was that wrong and in all the services we 

have rendered and we are continuing to render to agriculture in Newfoundland 

is this wrong? 

We have spent money to promote poultry in Newfoundland, it has 

been one of the best investments ever made by any Government in the history 

of this island, it was an investment made in the belief, the firm belief, 

that the Government held that if we were to back the poultry industry strongly 

and boldly we would develop a poultry industry that would make Newfoundland 

self-supporting in that particular brand of food. Now we were already self-

supporting in fish,so far as supplying our needs of food .was concerned, we 

were self-supporting in fish and now we are self-supporting in eggs. We are 

getting to be self-supporting, not yet, but getting to be self-supporting in 

poultry ··meat, we are getting to be self-supporting in pork. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, please remember one thing,that there is precious 

little difference between starting an industry that produces some goods of 

some sort that you export and for which you get back dollars from the United 

States or dollars from any other country, there is precious little .difference 

in starting au industry that produces goods that you ship away and for which 

you get back dollars, precious little difference in that and an industry which 

produces goods that you do not ship away but you consume yourselves,but in 

consuming them here you do not have to import them. In the one case you are 

earning new dollars, you are bringing new dollars back into the Province in 

return for goods that you produce here such as pulp and paper, such as 

minerals, such as fish, such as marine oils, such as any other product that 

you produce in this Province and ship away in return for dollars that come 

back. That is good. That is the basis of it all, that is fundamental and 

if you do not do that you will perish. This Province cannot go on~xcept 

for the money we get back into the Province in return for the goods we make 
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and ship out but having done that is not enough because the money that comes 

back we have to ship it right straight out again. It is no sooner back here 

than out it goes again to pay for goods that we have to import into our Province, 

8ut the goods that we produce in our Province and consume in our Province and 

do not export from our Province, these are goods that we do not have to i~ort. 

~e do not have to ship the dollars out to buy those goods and that is almost 

as good as producing goods that you do ship out in return for dollars coming 

back. A dollar saved is truly a dollar earned. A dollar that you do not 

have to ship out to buy eggs is a dollar saved and that is a dollar earned. 

A dollar that you do not have to ship out for pork and,already we are up ~o 

$1. million a year now that is a million a year we are not shipping out of 

this Province for pork because we are producing that much pork ourselves • . -

Let us hope that the day will come when we will be producing $10. or 

$12. million worth of pork a year and importing none except perhaps some 

speciality products. The Danes put up some pork in beautiful form in tins 

and others put up pork in specialized ways and people of high income and 

affluence will always want to buy some of that but the vast majority of the 

people would be quite happy to buy pork and bacon and boiled ham and smoked 

ham and salt bulk and pork and spare ribs and all the other forms of pork 

produced in Newfoundland if they could, if it was here, if we did produce it. 

We are producing $1. million worth now and every nickel of it is sold in 

Newfoundland and if we can produce $1. million worth of pork and everybody 

buy it,out of the $12. million they spend,$1. million of it is spent on New• 

foundland pork and $11. million of it is shipped out, if we can produce the 

$12. million worth that is another $11. million we will keep here in Newfound-

land to raise our standard of living. 

Now try to make that out to be something dirty, try to make that 

something infamous, try to make it sound suspicious, try to make it sound 

dirty. We are very proud of the money we have spent and we are still spending 

and will go on spending to develop a poultr~ · industry in Newfoundland and it 

has been a brilliant success story, more su1:cessful than the fisheries, far 
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got for the money we spent on the fisheries,calthough we do not begrudge,a 

dollar that we spent on the fisheries, not a single dollar. Every dollar we 

spent we should have spent it and we did right to spend an4 we would have 

been wrong if we did not spend it. We ought not to be condemned for spending 

it but we ought to be praised and if we really deserve condemnation it is only 

for the fact that we did not spend more. 

The same thing applies to agriculture. I said here last night and 

I developed the theme at some length,that our future,as a people, as a Province 

does not, it does not lie in the production of potatoes, it does not lie in 

the production of root crops,that agriculture in Newfoundland has no great 

and brilliant future if you think only of the production of root crops. 

MR. CALLAHAN: That should be a contribution. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It can be a contribution. 

MR. CALLAHAN: No, it could not. 

MR. 1SMALLWOOD: Of course, of course it can be a contribution and only a 

jack ass would deny it and only a jack ass would fail to see it. Who was 

it said, ''What Newfoundland makes, makes Newfoundland?" Every dollar you 

can conserve, every dollar you can keep from going out of the Province, 

keep bringing dollars in and let none go out and you would have the ideal 

situation and we would live like kings and queens. If Newfoundland shipped 

out and shipped out and shipped out and brought dollars back and brought 

them back and brought them back and did not have to ship any of these dollars 

out but could hold on to them here and supply ourselves with all the things 

that we now import we would be rolling in wealth. 

MR. WELLS: We would all be millionaires. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: We would all be millionaires. We would be a wealthy Province 

and we would probably be the wealthiest Province in Canada if we could do 

that,but we cannot do it. We have to import flour, we have to import sugar, 

we have to import molasses, we have to import coffee, we have to import tea, 

we have to import the bulk of our food and the bulk of our clothing and the 

bulk of the things we eat and use. ,Ue have t;, import the bulk of it but what 

we can pro·:tuce ourselves is something that llelps our economy to be more solid 
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and to be more stable. This is what agriculture does and agriculture is the 

perfectly obvious way in which we can do that, it is an obvious way, it is a 

natural. We do not have the best soil in Canada. We have"spots and patches 

of magnificent soil. 

The bon. the member for Fortune Bay told us of Leonard Earle's 

place up the Humber River, magnificent soil and there are other patches and 

spots on our island where we have magnificEnt soil but taking Newfoundland 

in general we are not a part of North America where you can say we have lots 

and loads and an unlimited supply of good soil because we do not have it, it 

is not here but the soil we have here will produce certain crops and let us 

produce them. Every bushel of potatoes we grow is a bushel we do not have to 

import and that is so much money we do not have to ship out of our Province. 

These things are so obvious, Mr. Chairman, that I am ashamed to 

say them, I am ashamed to be saying them, I feel shame that I think there 

is any need to say them, it is a little sad after all the history of this 

Province, the history of this Island, it is a little sad to think that 

anyone should feel a need to say these things. You would think that they 

are so obvious they do not need to be said, you would think that they are 

so apparent that anybody can see it, you think so but that does not stop a 

suggestion, an attempt to suggest crookery. This does not stop an attempt 

to suggest feeling, this does not stop an attempt to suggest that there has 

been some kind of impropriety, robbery, embezzlement or some kind of financial 

impropriety. Then we hear today a shocking suggestion, we hear the shocking 

suggestion this afternoon that there is a move afoot to set up marketing 

boards to control the marketing of certain commodities such as eggs, a 

shocking suggestion could only be born in the twisted and criminal minds on 

this side of the House. They would not dream of doing that in Quebec, you 

never heard of that in Ontario, Manitoba would not entertain anything like 

that, Saskatchewan would throw it out the windo~:and if anybody suggested it 

in Alberta they would be !inched and as for British Columbia they have yet 

to hear of any such a su~gestion as that. If you go to the home of 

democracy, go to the United Kingdom and suggest over there that all eggs· 
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should be pooled compulsorily by order of the Government, that every man 

in the United Kingdom who has a few hens and produces any eggs should be 

obliged by law to pool with them all the other eggs.or all the other producers 

and have compulsory co-operative marketing. Suggest that in the home of 

democracy where the mother of Parliament is, where Parliamentary democracy 

began, the most democratic people on earth, suggest that and you would be 

deported. 

AN RON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Is that so? Rave I given the right description of the 

Canadian Provinces? Is this idea of a marketing board, a compulsory marking 

board for prime products, is this new? It is not new with cod fish, it is 

not new with salt fish. 

Before Confederation the Government of this Province, the Commission 

of Government, passed legislation providing for compulsory co-operative 

marketing of cod fish and every cod's tail that left Newfoundland were shipped 

out of Newfoundland and sold and marketed around the world by a compulsory 

co-operative and that compulsory co-operative was known as NAFEL. The idea 

was basically as right as any idea ever ·was. The only thing wrong with NAF!L 

was that it was a co-op of a few merchants at the top and the primary producers 

were not members of it. You had to pay, I think it was, $10,000. fee to join 

it and today by order of the Parliament of Canada,the Parliament of this nation, 

and this House of Assembly passed supplementary legislation and no-one on the 

other side opposed it, no-one on that side voted against it. The legislation 

we enacted here in this Rouse,earlier in the present session,providing for 

compulsory co-operative marketing, the pooling of all salt cod, nothing 

criminal about that. Every salt cod fish produced in this Province this year 

must,! say, it has to be, it must be marketed by a marketing board and that 

marketing board is made up of employees of the Government of Canada, is made 

up of civil servants , is made up of public servants and the fish merchants 

are not allowed to market their own fish. ~tat has been taken away from them. 

They are not allowed~ they are not permitted by law, the law of Canada and 

the law passed by this House a few weeks ago. Every cod's tail that is shipped 
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out of Newfoundland, this year and in all years to eome1 is shipped out by a 

Government board and no merchants are allowed ever ... again to ship a cod's tail 

out of Newfoundland. He is not allowed to market any outside Newfoundland as 

it all has to go into the hands of the Salt Cod Fish Board and that is not all. 

The other half the story is this:that no fisherman can sell any salt dried cod 

fish to anyone in the world except to the board. The Board bas a 
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complete monopoly, this Government Board, remember. set up by the 

Parliament of Canada and by this Bouse of Assembly. That board 

beaded by Aidan Maloney and Dr. Ernest Weeks and their staff - that 

Government Board are the only outfit in Newfoundland that are allowed 

to buy salt cod from the fishermen and they are the only outfit that 

are allowed to lDBrket salt cod fish outside Newfoundland. That is 

a compulaory
1

pooled,co-operative lDBrketing system imposed on the 

Fisheries and on the merchants and on the fishermen by the Parliament 

of Canada and this very House of Assembly. Yet 1 we bear the shocking 

suggestion here today 1 the absolutely abominable suggestion~tbat 

the Government are actually thinking of doing the same thing for 

farm products. It is not even the sa~~e thing. The same thing would 

be this: that the Newfoundland Government would set up a Government 

Board 1D8de up of civil servants and that board 1D8de up of civil servants 

employed by the Cabinet, appointed by the Cabinet, that board would take ~ 

all those products produced in Newfoundland and would own them and would 

market them1 but that is not what is proposed. What is proposed is not 

the same thing they are dolng for salt cod fish. What is proposed is that 

the producers themselves - the producers the1DSelves, voluntarily, share 

four main marketing boards and market all these products. 

Now. this is common~place all across Canada. If this 

co .. ittee were in close touch with what is happening across Canada, 

every bon. member of this COIIIDittee would know this: that in every 

'rovince now these boards are being set up. These boards are being 

set up now all across Canada and they are being set up for the very 

purpose of allowing and enabling - allowing and enabling and 

Tequiring - remember the three words: permitt1Dg1 enabling and enjoining, 

that is obliging the primary produce~s to market their products through 
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a marketing board. This is being done all across Canada today. 

MR. HICKMAN: With enjoining, you can leave out the other two words. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: All right, being penlitted . . - if a certain proportion 

of them decide that they want this , then the remainder are enjoined -

the remainder are required. Right. Now this is what is happening 

all across Canada, l:ight now, in the laat three montha. 

MR. WELLS: We have legislation now that enables ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I know we have legislation. I am well aware of it. 

I aa well aware of it. This Bouse passed that legislation and the 

legislation said that it would come into effect - it would become law upon 

being proclaimed. Well it was proclaimed and it could not have been 

proclaimed, if the cabinet had not so decided. The .tnister came into the 

Cabinet and he said, ' Will you now proclaia this legislation that the 

Bouse of Assembly passed'l" When did we pass it, last year vas it? When 

did we pass that legislation? 

AN BON. MEMBER: 1966-1967 session. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Four or five years ago, we passed it and it did not 

come into law until it was proclaimed and it was proclaimed a few weeks 

ago. Now this is the same kind of legislation that they have nov all 

acroaa Canada, but where our blood has turned cold here today by being 

told in hushed tones, in a hushed voice by a aan: who could not believe 

hi& own ears - he could not believe that a Government could sink to such 

infamy. Be could not really credit that a Governaent could sink so low 

aa to take away from any primary producer, the sole and independent right 

he now has to market his own products. 

MR.. CROSBIE: Who said that •• 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: That is exactly what the bon. gentleman said. The bon. 

aentleman who is nov asking the question, that is exactly what he said. 

MR.. CROSBIE: Mr. Chair.an, that ia entirely incorrect. The only thing 
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I have said about marketing vas: is the minister going to proceed 

with a marketing board for eggs? The bon. the Premier seems to be 

wery sensitive on anybody even asking that question. There vas no one 

got up here today and argued for or against the marketing board for eggs. 

The question was asked: is the minister going to proceed with it? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

I, with my very good hearing •• 

Well, you heard wrong. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: With my very good hearing, with my very excellent 

hearing, I heard the bon. the member for St. John's West say to this 

committee, this afternoon, since we met here at 3 p.m., I, with my 

own ears heard him suggest and suggested - he did not use · the 

word infamous, but the whole tone, the whole implication of it vas 

that it vas infamous in his opinion, that you were going to take away 

from the independent primary producer the right to market his own 

products. Be said that and 1 will bet my life, and if he did not say it, 

produce the Hansard, and 1 will resign before this day is over. 

HR. CROSBIE: Get the Hansard. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: I will walk .~·::: out. 

HR. CROSBIE: Get the Hansard. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 1 will walk out. I know what I heard. The bon. 

gentleman made it quite unmistakable, and we all understood and beard 

what he said. 

HR. CROSBIE: I will say more in a few minutes, when ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Be can say more in a few hours or in a few years, if 

he likes, but I am talking about what he has already said. Be has suggested 

to this committee that the idea of setting up a board that would require -

that would require any primary producer to pass the marketing of his product 

over to a board was infamous, was wrong. That was his unmistakable ••• 
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Mt. CBOSBIE: I d:ldnot say it. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That wa• his UDmi8takable suggestion to this 

co11111ittee. Be is as wrong in that as anyone could possibly be. :Do.:you 

know, Mr. Chairman. that in the United Kingdom •• 

MR. CROSBIE: I will give you my position on it in a minute. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: What tbiA noise I bear? 

MR. CROSBIE: Hens. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Is there another meeting going on? Mr. Chairman; 

would you ask the Sergeant-At-Arms to attend to the noise outside 

the Chamber? Whoever they are, they were not elected members of this 

Bouse or if they were. they are too cowardly to co.e in here and be seen 

and heard. It is bad enough to be interrupted by bon. members. 

Hr. Chairman, they passed a law in the United Kingdom, in the 

Mother of Parliaments, the Mother of British Democracy. They passed 

a 1~ to this effect: that nobody, but nobody, but nobody in the United 

Kingdom could market even one dozen eggs on his own. The marketing had 

to be done and could be done, only, by a national marketing board set up 

UDder law. They are now doing the same thing all across Canada - not 

just for eggs alone but for broilers, for tobacco. In Ontario they had 

a referendum a1110ng the farmers and the farmers turned it down. This was 

about a year ago by a very, very narrow margin, the farmers, in a secret 

ballot referendum asked if they favoured this scheme and turned it down 

by a very, narrow margin indeed. They turned it down. 

I believe now that they have had a chan~ of heart. About 

two-thirds had to vote for it ••• 

MR. WELLS: Where was this? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Ontario - the province of Ontario. 

_MR.. HICKMAN: This is the whole key to marketing. It is the producer 

vho decides, is it not? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Of course. 
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MR. HICKMAN: Not the Govemment? . 
HR. SMALLWOOD: No, the Govemment introduces legislation into the 

Bouse. The House passes the legislation and the legislation provides 

that if a certain proportion of the primary producers in a given product 

favour a marketing board, then the others have to join it, ·11hether they 

like it or not. It then becomes compulsory. 

MR. WELLS: That proportion is pretty high, two-thirds. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is not always two-thirds, no. Right now, I can 

tell the committee this: that some poultry men who have resisted, 

strenously, resisted, even violently resisted, even written orders to the 

newspapers resisting the idea, are now among the most clamorous for. 

this very move to be made. 

These are poultry men in Newfoundland. _MR. WELLS: 

_MR. SMALLWOOD: In Newfoundland I am talking about. Yea. As . long as 

any poultry man can sell his eggs and make a profit out of them and does 

not have too ~ch trouble selling his eggs, be is not going to be vo~d 

very much about a marketinl board. There never would have been any bother 

about a marketing board for salt cod in this Province, if ~he fisherman 

had been getting good prices and if the merchants had been getting good 

prices for the salt cod. There would not be any demand for pooling or 

co-operative marketing or the setting up ef a Governmental board or any 

other kind of a board. There never would have been any demand for 

NAFEL, ··before the commission of Government, if the pricea 1 retuming to the 

fishermen and to the merchants for their cod fish, had been good prices. 

It is always. when the prices are poor. It is when the primary 

producers are suffering from poor marketing or low prices. it is alway~ 

then that they begin demanding aomething or other to be done that will 

get them a better market. Hr. Chairman. there are certain products 

that ¥~ all buy that are controlled froa the craddle to the grave. Every 

atep:the manufacturer fixea the price t.o the jobber, the manufacturer 

fixes the prices at which the jobber muut sell them. he fixes the prices 
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at which the wholesaler who buys from the jobber mus~ sell tbem 1 be 

fixes the prices at which the retailer must sell them. The prices are 

controlled by the maker. by the manufacturer from beginning to end so that 

when you go in a shop and you buy a product 1 the price you are paying 

is the price dictated by the manufacturer. ·because the manufacturers 

have pooled their brains. They have their trade organizations. They 

have their trade associations. and they agree on the prices that the 

retail public will pay and the prices are set and scaled all all . along 

the line. Then you have women's organizations foraing 1 to try to protest 

the cost of living. 

Every product. every branded product. virtually. offered by 

sale in Canada is offered for sale at prices which have been dictated 

by the manufacture~ and the price all along the line is dictated. !hey 

c:all.dt suggested prices. But not the products of the pri'll&ry producers 1 

UDtil they, too. form their organization. and I would like to know this' 

I 'lrould like to have an answer to this from someElne. If there is anyone 

capable of answering it, satisfactorily and adequately. I would like to 

hear the answer. If you go into the supermarket. and you see great 

batteries of sbelvEI!! of products in handso118 bottles and handsome cans, 

beautifully lithographed labels, eye appeal. eye appeal, appealing 

to your sight. and you go in and every single item that is there for 

sale has had its price fixed for the buyer, ;for the woman that goes 

in or for the man to buy, with a shopping basket, every price bas been 

fixed and dictated by the manufacturer or the canner or the processor 

or the bottler of that product. If that is so, and it is so, then, I ask, 

why should the few products that are produced here on this Island be 

subject to rampant competition. to price cutting, using them as price leadera 

using them to cut the primary producer down to a lost position so that the 
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department store, the food market, the supermarket can have a 

special article that is marked down. Be is not losing on the mark 

down. Be is not losing, when they are sold as a price leader for 

that year. The man who is losing is the primary producer. Be pays 

for it. Of course, it is true of processed branded groceries. Of 

course, it is true. Absolutely true. Well it is true. It is true. 

The royal commission on price spreads in Canada, read the evidence, 

read the report, read the verbatim, shorthand evidence, case afer case, 

after case, manufacturer _ after manufacturer, processor after processor, 

wholesaler after wholesaler, retailer after retailer, brought in, put on oath 

aDd the evidence taken and see what happens. There is no country in the 

world, I suppose, where there is such monopoly p~actice as there is 

here in Canada. 

Everything is priced ••• 

MR. WELLS: Toothpaste, soap suds, soap but I have not yet to see it 

on cans or bottles of food •• 

_MR. SMALLWOOD: See what? 

MR. WELLS: This price - this suggested retail pr~ce. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is not marked on the cans, necessarily or the bottle. 

MR. WELLS: You would see it on • say • a package of toothpaste or a shirt 

that you buy or something like this. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It does not have to be marked QD the tube or the bottle 

or the can or the case or the package to be true, whether it is marked on 

or not, it is still the case that the price is, as suggested by the maker, 

by be processor •• 

MR. WELLS: You mean the average retail grocery store baa its price 

determined by the manufacture. 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: Right. 

MR. WELLS: I find that difficult to believe. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: Not that the manufacturer goes to the little retail 

grocery store on the corner and says to him: the president of the 

company puts out this brand of beans or peas or what have you or 

pickles. He does not come down personally and go down to the little 

corner gro~ery store and say to the woman behind the counter that owns 

that little shop: look! you are to sell these for these prices. Be does 

not do that. 

MR. WELLS: I assume it is the sales agent. 

_HR. SMALLWOOD: It is the agents who do it, not even the agent of the 

factory, because the asent of the factory does not go around selling 

those soods. 

MR. MUIPHY: Is that not now an offense against the Federal Law. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Probably. That is why it is only a suggested ~~rice. 

MR. EARLE: No, the offense says, if there is collusion. 

HR• SMALLWOOD: Right. 

MR. EABLE: The fact that one manufacturer sells a brand at one 

price, he has ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD. But now read the evidence of how they got together, of 

how they did it by phone, how they met in each other's offices, how they 

.et in each other's clubs, how they met at each other~& country homes, 

up in the country for the ~ekends, they ways they have of getting together 

and agreeing on the prices. Read the evidence! A few were fined. 

In the United States, the monopolists in the electrical trade, 

Westinr,house, General Electric, all the great Hogulsc were all brought 

togethf:r and fined;SlOO,OOO fine for thLs lii&D, $250,000 for this man, 

and they paid the fines with smiles and chuckled back in their clubs 

a $250.000 fine for the president of a c~mpany that makes, say, $200 millions 

profit· by fixing the prices, and he pays $250,000 fiDe. It is farcical. 
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It is farcical. But, all right, I am not tinting against windmills. I 

am n~t tinting here today against that practice. I am opposed to it. 

I am against it. But I am not trying to destroy it. It is too big 

for me to destroy. rhe point I am making is thil!l, a very simple point, 

we are not manufacturers in this Province of canned beans, of bottled 

pickles, of processed and packaged goods of all kinds. We are now 

turning out - Mr. Janes over in Rants Harbour is turning out beautifully 

canned or bottled queen crab. You can go into the supermarket now and 

the queen crab is a Newfoundland product. You see a few items of fish, 

canned or processed. but not much. 

What I am talking about is where the few articles that are 

produced in Newfoundland are sold, why should not the producers of those 

products who also have to live, why should they not have an opportunity 

to have a marketing board? The biggest poultry establishment in 

Hewfaundland is small fry compared with anything on Water Street - small 

fry. The biggest of them and the bigger they are the more in debt they 

are. I happen to know. I happen to know. I happen to know some of the 

debts of some of the firms that are in that business - in debt to the 

banks, in debt to the Canadian Credit Corporation, in debt to the 

feed company, one feed company or another - they are all up to their 

ears in debt - everyone of them. How could they build the businesses 

they built except ~ borrowing and if you borrow heavily and pay interest 

on that debt let alone pay off the debt, just go on paying interest. You 

have to make profits, and if the profits are eaten up by cut throats, 

silly, stupid competition, as indeed they have been for the last four 

to five years, if that is the story, as indeed it is, then it is no 

wonder that at last these primary produt:ers are asking to have some action 

taken and they have been going to my colleague, the Minister of Agriculture 
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and askins hia to get thia Act proclaiaed so that they ca set up 

their .. rketing board. 

Hov what is wrong with thaU Why make that sound infamaust 

Why mak.e it sound foul? Why make it sound improper? Right at the 

wry moment that the attempt is aade, they make it sound improper, 

at that very 1110111ent, every salt cod in Newfoundland is being marketed, 

not by the primary producers, (I wish they were. I wish they were ) 

but rather by a Government board appointed in Ottawa, headed by 

a sentleman who sat in this House as Minister of Fisheries, a better 

.au than whom they could not get if they searched Canada from end to 

end, a better man 
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MR. SMALLWOOD (J.R.): for that particular job, and while that is 

going on, right before our eyes why, why throw out this suggestion that 

there is something infamous because the poultry producers are trying to 

get a marketing board going for their own protection. 

Now Mr. Chairman, remember this; if they get that board and they 

meet once a week, and they agree on the prices they will try to get from 

the shops, if they do that and they are stupid enough, if they are stupid 

enough, if they are greedy enough, if they are grasping enough to start 

gouging the public what will happen~ What will happen is. there will be 

a buyers strike, what will happen is that more eggs will be brought in 

from nearby Provinces, what will happen is that the attempt to gouge the 

public will collapse, it will disappear and so these producers who have 

gone through a veritable hell for the last five years,as I happen to 

know, if they get their board,will I believe have enough common sense not 

to attempt to gouge the public, not to attempt an essay in grasping, 

greedy, selfishness. I do not think they will,but we will have to wait 

and see. 

MR. WELLS: They,,will only hurt. themselves in the long run 

MR. SMALLWOOD: They will only hurt themselves and they have already 

been doing that for the last four to five years. The debt that has been 

created I happen to know, I know every poultry producer in the Province, 

without any exception at all, and the Deputy,Minister of Agriculture knows 

them all intimately and he visits everyone of them one by one, he:_goes to 

every one of them, he has their trust, he has their confidence and he is 

the father of this whole idea. It is through him and the confidence the 

poultry men have in him and in his impartiality, and in his ability, and 

in his decency, his inherent inte~rity, it is because of their faith in 

him and his qualities that they are willing not only to go along with this 

idea, but are demanding because they knmr that he knows of their losses. 

They k11ow that he knows of the horrendoun debts~lthey have had to contract 

in the last four or five years and do not let it be thought, do not let it 

be tho·<Jght that the poultry business in Newfoundland has been built up to 
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its present level, where we are now self-supporting- It is one of the 

few food articles - look, Mr. Chairman, we are not self-supporting in 

potaotes. ~ heard here last night that about thirty p~r cent of the 

potatoes we eat in this Province, and we are big potato eaters, thirty 

per cent we produce ourselves and seventy per cent we import. We are 

not self-supporting even in "spuds' ' but we are in eggs. 

Is there something infamous about that? Is that something that 

calls for some screamingly, witty remarks? Is this something that should 

be deprecated? Somehow or other there is another indictment of this 

Government, look at our eggs, look at our eggs, is this the tone in which 

it should be said? Are we not to take pride in the fact that after a few 

years, ten, twelve years of strenuous effort and the expenditure of some 

money we have now made our little Province self-supporting in eggs? 

Not only self-supporting, consuming twelve million dozen a year, producing 

a bit more than twelve million dozen a year and shipping the surplus out 

to Georgia and Quebec, is that not something to be proud of? Why cannot 

we take pride in that? Have we so many things we can take pride in in 

our economics, in our Newfoundland economy,that we can take that in our 

stride and yawn in the face of it? Is is something to sneer at, that we 

are making a strenuous attempt and spending money to accomplish it to 

make Newfoundland self-supporting in pork? 

We are spending $12 million a year, $1 million a month for pork 

product and we are producing $1 million worth. Why cannot we produce the 

$12 million worth? Why not? Why not? Why not? Someone tell me, why 

not? Why should not the Government spend money to help bring that about? 

Why not? The Government spent untold millions to help the ~ishing industry, 

why should we not spend something to help the agricultural industry, the 

livestock industry why not? Why not? Is there any reason why we should 

not? 

MR. WELLS: No, but 

MR. SMALLWOOD: No • 

MR. WELLS: But let· us do it for the "&JlUds" too, that is what I am 

saying. 6008 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: We are doing it, we have always done it for "spuds," 

and in spite of all we have done we are producing a smaller proportion 

of our potato needs today than we ever did before. 

The reason for that is that there are thousands of women, I 

euppose there are thirty or forty thousand women in Newfoundland this 

afternoon who, in years gone by,or they or their mothers, or their 

grandmothers,would grow their own potatoes. 1hey set their two barrels 

or a barrel and a-half, or three barrels of seed and they would get their 

ten. twelve, fifteen barrels of potatoes and stow them away for the 

winter. Tens of thousands of women who did that .now go to the supermarket. 

They now go to the grocery shop and they buy potatoes, imported, beautifully 

graded, graded into uniform size, washed and polished almost like buying 

a bushel of apples. Even if they wanted to buy Newfoundland potatoes 

they are not there to get. They are not being produced • . ·,we are helping, 

we have been helping potatoes, But when I say that we dare not put much 

of our dependence for our future economy on the production of potatoes~ 

do not take it,from that, that I mean we should not grow any potatoes. I 

am only trying to put it into proper prospective that,if we have a future 

in agriculture, it is not in the growing of potatoes or carrots or 

parsnips or beets or cabbage. That is not where the future lies. 

MR. WELLS: But that can be a big part of it. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It can help 

MR. WELLS: Sure it can. 

MR. SYIALLWOOD: And every mickle makes a muckle, and every job you ha~, 

every dollar you save, in this precarious economy of ours .in this Province, 

the most precarious economy in Canada. I did not make it the most 

precarious economy, it was always that, it still is and it is the work of 

utter desperation to try to improve it. You can work yourself to the bone 

and you can be as bold as ever a man was, piratically bold if you like, 

and try to expand and strengthen our Newfoundland economy and what do you 

gett What do you get after ten years, after twenty years? • You still have 

fifteen per cent of your work force unemployed, looking for jobs. 
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I know that you have an awful lot more men working than you had, 

but you still have fifteen per cent not working. I suppose in a month 

or so it will be down to twelve, down to ten, and I suppose by the fall 

it will be down to five or six per cent. In Newfoundland when you only 

have five or six per cent unemployment you do not know but you are living 

in heaven. 

MR. WELLS: That is pretty good. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is pretty good for Newfoundland, it is not pretty 

good for Ontario. 

MR. WELLS: It is as good as ever we had. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is as good as we have ever had here in Newfoundland 

yes, indeed it is. The year I was born, from the first of November to 

the first of June eighty per cent of the Newfoundland work force would 

be unemployed, eighty per cent. 1he year I was born, eighty per cent of 

our wage earners, our breadwinners in Newfoundland would be unemployed 

from the fall to the spring. Then it dropped from eighty per cent to 

seventy and sixty and fifty per cent. That is pretty bad is it not? One 

half your work force unemployed for five or six months a year, that is 

pretty bad is it not? 

MR. WELLS: That is not a fair com parison now. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Now from fifty per cent it dropped to forty, it dropped 

to thirty per cent, it dropped to twenty per cent and even here since 

Confederation, even since Confederation, the figures are here given in the 

Budget Speech, page 33. Listen to this, listen to this, page 33: ''1958, 

twenty-eight per cent of our work force unemployed, twenty-eight per 

cent. Next year, 32.7, thirty-two and three-quarters per cent of our 

whole work force unemployed. The next year, twenty-eight and three

quarters. Next year, thirty-one and one-half per cent, twenty-eight and 

one-half per cent, twenty-five point eight per cent, we were up as high 

as thirt:y-two and three-quarters per cent of our work force unemployed. 

even ten years ago. 

[ remember when we were luck when there was only forty per cent 

6010 



June 3, 1970, Tape 1108, Page 5 -- apb 

for about half the year. lf ·;you could feel that sixty per cent of your 

work force were working all the year round you felt that you were living 

in Paradise. 

MR.. WELLS: The same thing was true with the farmers in Manitoba, and 

Ontario. They were sort of unemployed during the winter. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I am well aware of that, but there is no province in 

Canada that bad those high per centages in the years that we had them. In 

the years , - I am talking about 1963, 1 am talking about 1962, 1961, 1960. 

In this decade just past our unemployed ranging from twenty-eight, twenty

five, twenty-six per cent to thirty-three per cent. 

We are going to arise at 6:00p.m., we are not goin~ to be passing 

any of those estimates, everybody wants to make speeches, fine, let us · 

get it out of our system. I want to get it out of my system and I have 

not said quarter of what I would like to say, but I will not say much 

more in spiteof that, so others can have a chance between now and six 

o'clock when we rise until tomorrow. 

Sir, I bitterly resent, 1 resent bitterly, deeply, the suggestion 

of impropriety, the suggestion,because a drunk, because a drunken bum.(! 

better curb my tongue at this pointlbecause someone writes and speaks, I, 

as the Premier of this Province, have to defend myself against that. 

I will not stoop to it~ I will not stoop to it~ 

MR. WELLS: I would say it is a wide spread allegation and should be 

cleared up. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: I know it is, I know it originated with one person, one 

person and I have to descend,! have to stoop to defend myself against him? 

I will not do it; I will not do it! I made a remarkhere in this House 

earlier that after twenty-one years as Premier of this Province and with 

more opportunity than any man in the 500 years of our history, more 

opportunity of certain kinds than any man in our history, than any twenty 

men put to~ether maybe, after twenty-one years of it,if I have to pay my 

personal debts now I would have to go down to the court and plead 

insolvency. Can the hon. gentleman say that? He is just out of school, 

He just got out of school the other day· 6 O 11 
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MR. WELLS: Yea, I had to aay it too. 

MR. SMALL'WOOD: Not now the bon. gentleman would not say it, he could 

have said it maybe a ~couple of years ago 

MR. WELLS: I could say it now too. 

MR. SMALL~OD: The bon. gentleman has not been Premier for twenty-one 

years, has not been the head - the leader of the Government for twenty-

one years. 

MR. WELLSt Maybe I am not in quite as bad a position as that, I do not 

know, at least I hope not, not as bad as the Premier is making it sound. 

I am no millionaire I can assure him that. 

MR. SMALLkT()OD: I would say that the bon. gentleman is earning double 

my income now, double, t least double my income. I do not begrudge it. 

MR. WELLS: I worked for it. Da~ hard for it too! 

MR. SMALL 'WOOD: I did a little work occasionaly myself. I manage to 

punch in an hour every week, two or three hours every day in fact. 

MR. WELLS: Has he ever heard me deny that? 

AN HON. MEMBER: No. 

MR. WELLS: But I have heard him deny me, about ••••••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: What have I denied in the bon. gentleman? 

MR. WELLS: About the sneers about law practice in Corner Brook, half a 

dozen times in the House. What is wrong with it? It is an honoured 

profession. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I have not sneered at the practice of law. Yes, all 

professions are honoured except the profession of Premier. In Newfoundland 

there is honour for everyone except the Premier • If you do not like him,if 

he has been in office so long, if he has licked you, if he has beaten you, 

if he has beaten you down into the ground in six general elections in a row 

then, none so poor among those that he has beaten down, none so poor as to 

do him reverence. 

MR. WELLS: But that applies to most of the ministers and most every member 

of this House J. would say. There is damne.d little honour ;Lf you will 

pardon my using that word, Mr. Chairman. You stand and take incredible· 
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treatment •••••••••• 

MR. SMALLWOD: I do not believe that 

MR. WELLS: I do not mind it in the House 

MR. SHALLWOD: I do not believe that· That is a statement that I do not 

accept. I believe that the overwhelming . majority of the people of 

Newfoundland do honour the office of Premier and the present occupant of 

it. He has had lots of evidence of it. I have not lacked for evidence 

that there is some regard for me and some respect for me. There is no 

more attack on me now than there always has been. I have been the victim 

and the subject of attack for twenty-one years and before I became Premier 

for three years in my struggle. Who was attacked as much as I was? I 

had to go around with a body guard. I had to have a body guard to keep 

me from physical attack. I mean, I have been under attack right down through 

by some, but Mr. Chairman, the people who attacked me are no more 

representative of the people of Newfoundland in general than was the 

university student who spat in my face. Was he representative of the 

7,000 - 6,000 students at the university? 

MR. WELLS: No, of course not. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I do not think so, and the fact that I am attacked some-

times gives me some pleasure. If I had no importance no one would be 

bothered to attack me. If I did not amount to anything, if I did not 

have any strength, if there was not an awful lot of jealousy of my strength 

in Newfoundland,in the hearts of the Newfoundland people,no one would 

bother to attack me. I would not be condemned. No one would ridicule me. 

No one would hint that I was a robber. No one would hint that I was an 

embezzler. No one would hint that I was a crook. They would not bother, 

I would not attract any attention, I would be unimportant. 

Knowing this I am rather proud of the attacks that have been made 

on me. 

MR. WELLS: Political attacks yes, but not that. 

MR.SMALLWOOD: If sometimes I am inclined, which is very rare if ever, if 

ever I do have a slight temptation to be worried about it, I remember the 

attacks made on others. I remember the attacks made on Sir William Whitew~y 
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'an old fool, an old scoundrel, an old crook:' The great Whiteway, it is 

incredible what they said and wrote about that man, it is past believing. 

What they said about Bond, Bond, the patriot Premier. He was a 

rich man. He inherited money from his father,a wealthy merchant on Water 

Street. He inherited the money. He studied law, he never practiced it 

he did not need to practice it he was a wealthy man. Newfoundland got in 

trouble and he pledged every dollar he owned in the world, he pledged it 

to raise a short-term loan for the Government. The Government were broke, 

they were bankrupt and he went out, he could not raise a dollarsand he 

pledged every dollar he owned of his own money, his own personal - can 

you imagine that? 

Huh~ do you know what they did with him? Do you know what they 

did with Sir Robert Bond, that great Liberal Premier? I will tell you 

what they did with him Mr. Chairman. He went around ·campaigning. ~e had a 

little boat hired, a little steamer, a little small, short steamship. 

Maybe she weighed 200 tons, I do not know what she was.~ :~e goes into 

Western Bay, and the boat could not get into the wharf,the water was too 

shallow in at the wharf for the little steamer, so they lower a boat and 

they row him in. The great Sir Robert Bond, he was dressed in his Prince 

Albert coat, handsome, a great Victorian statesman, a patriot, and he 

climbs up the wharf and a man with his foot kicked him in the chest back 

down into the water of the bay. Bond, (One of them walked out, yeah). 

all that they said about Bond. 

Squires, I was present, I was in the House of Assembly when the mob 

came for Squires 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: 

and I saw the mob seize him, he was almost free, he almost got out of the 

building, he was nearly over on Bannerman Road when they caught him and they 

brought him back through· that crowd and out through the front gate to hustle 

him down to the harbour to drown him. Corner Brook, Humber, the father of the 

Humber industry, ~rown the bastard, drown the bastard but they saved him, 

Squires, 9ut why sho~ld I mind? I am proud to be attacked, to be in company 

like tbat. What is wrong with being in that kind of company? My name can be 

linked with the names of Bond and Whiteway long after I am gone and I will be 

happy, I would like to die thinking that they will link my name with those men. 

Go to the really big ones, go outside Newfoundland, go to the really big states

men ·.- Churchill. Ever read the book, somebody wrote a book and complied in it 

all the attacks made on Churchill and all the names he was called. Churchill, 

it is impossible, is it not as no ·one ever said anything against Churchill. 

Oh yes a whole book was written to collect them all together, all the things 

said about him. 

Did you ever read the book on Abraham Lincoln? Even now when you 

read the book you cannot believe that anyone ever actually said those things 

about Abe Lincoln. They do not bother to say things like that about nonentities 

and that is one thing I have never been accused of. I have never yet been 

accused of being a nonentity. No··one ever called me a nonentity, a nobody, 

a nothing and thanks be to God for that! 

Now we were talking about eggs about Bond and Whiteway and Churchill 

and Abraham Lincoln and calumniation and hatred and envy and jealousy but, 

Mr . Chairman, thanks be to God I have what the young curate told his Bishop 

while crossing Placentia Bay in a schooner. From Placentia they went over 

to Burin and on the way over, they went over in the night, and on the way 

over they had one of the worst storms ever known in Placentia Bay and the 

schooner turned inside out and upside down but she did not sink and the 

curate slept all through it and in the morning when daylight came the Bishop 

asked him how did he fare and he said, ''What c\o you mean my Lord?" He said, 

"Well, how did you get on?" and he said, ''Wh.tt do you mean, my Lord?" and 

he said, "How did you fare last night, ·were you not frightened by the storm?" 
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MR. SMALLloTOOD: 

He said, "What storm?" He had slept through it and the Bishop said, "What 

kind of a man are you?'' He said, "Clear conscience, My Lord. Clear conscience. 

Aad that is me,as I have a clear conscience, 

MR. WELLS: Mr. Chairman, much of what the Premier said is true but again 

most of it is ·a camouflage- the reversion back to Bond and Whiteway and the 

effects on those great men and the comparison,and he would not stoop to deny 

this. As I recall it the papers,for a period of a couple of months,were full 

of it and nothing but that~ ~ell that is not quite true,to say nothing but 

that,but it was pretty extensive.hnd when the Premier of the Province sits 

back and says nothing, the Ministen of Agriculture says nothing about it or 

there is no formal statement or no resuscitation of it in the papers or in 

the press, news media generallyp ~at are people expected to believe? Of 

course it should be denied. There is no sainthood in not denying something 

like that. If it is incorrect it should be denied. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Does the hon. gentleman remember the Duke of Wellington? 

MR. WELLS: 

be damned. 

I . remember- "Publish and be damned!" Sure~ Publish it and 

MR SMALLWOOD: That is what I would say. 

MR WELLS: Publish and be damned, He would certainly deny it. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: He did not deny it. 

MR CALLAHAN: Was the hon. gentleman here this morning when I dealt with this? 

And on at least two occasions in public, I had in fact denied the basic 

allegations; and heard that? 

MR WELLS: I think the minister is talking with 'several tongues in his cheek 

now. Of all of the persons who sit on that side of the House, including the 

P~emier, he is the one who finds it easiest to get his mug or his opinions 

in any newspaper, on any television or radio media in the Province. Now is he 

going to stand there and tell me that he could not get a denial of that 

published? Nonsense. 

MR CALLAHAN: Sure I can. 

HR WELLS: I am not likely to believe that. 
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MR. CALLAHAN: I wish I could do as well as the hon. gentleman when it comea 

to publieity. 

MR. CROSBIE: He certainly tries hard enough. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Maybe. 

MR. WELLS: I am not about to believe that nonsense or accept it. But again 

it is a great camouflage. He made a great, brilliant, heart-rending speech 

and he was very emotional about it obviously. Does that make it right? Does 

that justify? Has there been anything at all said in this debate that has 

justified the Government's failure to really seriously encourage root crop? 

Have they really showed why we could not make ourselves sufficient in potatoes? 

No~ No good reason whatsoever given when a few thousand acres, four hundred, 
a 

five or six even thousand acres would make us totally sufficient in potatoes 

and perhaps even less than six thousand acres and we cannot get sixty,one 

hundred acre farms,in this Province to produce potatoes with a little bit of 

help and incentive from the Government. I do not believe it for one and I 

would say it would be a lot less difficult, considerably less difficult than 

trying to promote either the poultry or the hog industry. 

Until the Minister or somebody else establishs for me why it cannot 

be done instead of just standing there and saying no, I do not accept that,-

instead of just standing there and saying no -

MR. CALLAHAN: We went through all the reasons this morning but the bon. 

gentleman does not want to be convinced•so he is not going to be convinced. 

HR. WELLS: The reasons because he cannot have a ten thousand acre farm and 

five or six thousand would produce all we need. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Do you know how big the biggest farm is in this Province right 

now, the biggest farm with crops planted? 

MR. WELLS: I do not know. Five or six hundred maybe. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Well, I said it this morning but he was not listening. 

Roughly two hundred acres. 

MR. HICKMAN: Where is that, in Lethbridge? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Yes, and that is by far the biggest. 

MR. HICKMAN: They make a good living in Lethbridge. 
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MR. WELLS: A farmer tells me and I do not know.maybe he does not know what 

he is talking about1 but he has been in the business all his life and he has 

been successful at it all his life, that he has or he planted fifteen or 

sixteen acres and he makes a decent living on it. 

MR. CALLAHAN: That is all he does. 

MR. WELLS:' That is right and he makes a decent living out of it. I said to 

him, "What would you do if you had twenty-five acresf"and he said, "Oh it 

would be marvelous." Then I said, "What would you do i! you had fifty acres?" 

and he said, "Boy1 we would really have something then." Then I said, "What 

would you do if you were one of ten or twelve farms in an area of fifty acre 

farms where the Government had the machinery and rented it out to you?" 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Why does he not have forty acres or thirty or fifty, why not? 

Why does he not have it? 

MR. WELLS: He does not have the capital to do it. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: He does not need the capital. 

MR. WELLS: Yes, he does need capital. He needs capital to acquire the land 

and acquire the equipment. With a bit of capital assistance from the Govern

ment and with the Government participating in potato harvesting equipment one 

farmer with a fifty acre farm cannot use one of those. 

MR. CALLAHAN: He needs no capital to get the land. That is absolutely 

wrong to start with. 

MR. WELLS: He needs capital to get the land and get it cleared• He needs 

capital to buy existing land that has been cleared that is owned by somebody 

else and not being used. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Now we are getting into something. That is a different quintal 

of fish entirely. 

HR. WELLS: Sure and the Government is taking no steps whatsoever in it. 

Your Honour I am not going to quote from the newspaper I am going to -

MR. SMALLWOOD: Tell the man to come in and have a talk with me and talk it 

over. 

MR. WELLS: I most certainly will. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Tell him to come in. 
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MR. WELLS: ----- I mo•t certAinly will. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: My colleague and I will sit down and talk to him. 

MR. WELLS: And I think he would be anxious. I realize that it is improper 

to quote from opinions expressed in a newspaper but this is not really an 

opinion expressed in a newspaper. This is the recording of a historic 

document and I think the House might take, let us see what kind of notice 

might they take on it, take notice of it that it is equivalent to judicial 

but they cannot take judicial notice of because they are not judicial by 

nature, administrative notice of some kind on it. 

" .. A reference is in todays column,The Wayfarer, in the Daily News, 

to a letter written one hundred years ago by Monsignor Sears,after whom 

Searston in the Codroy Valley is named and I can see that he and I would 

have been great friends,! really can. Let me start out first with a quote 

from Archbishop Howley in a letter to the Government. Apparently the Governor 

or somebody enquired as to whom this Reverend Father Sears was and Archbishop 

Howley wrote to the Governor, "Your Excellency may thoroughly rely on all his 

statements and I am in a position to prove that he is as fully authoritized 

as an ecclesiastic as he is experienced as a man in forming and publishing 

the conclusions he has arrived at with regard to the country in which he has 

made his home,which is in the Codroy Valley area". Monsignor Sears went on 

to say in his letter to the postmaster general,_"We are left here in a perfect 

state of barbaric. No roads, no schools, no law or order and if we wish to 

communicate with any other part of the island we must send a letter by some 

passenger or sailor to Halifax, Nova Scotia,to be sent to the capital of our 

own island." This sounds familiar, Mr. Chairman, in principal I mean. 

Father Sears found it astounding that a place of such resources and 

so many people would be left unprotected and uncared for,as the district of 

St. Georges had been with the single exception of 1850 when a Mr. Tobin had 

been sent there to represent the Gove~ment of the Island. Father Sears had 

no doubt about the economic virtu~~ If of the r.egion • . They were second to no 

locality of equal extent~ he said, "in any part of the lower Provinces or of 

any of the New England States." He mentioned minerals but felt that the 
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MR. WELLS: 

greatest natural wealth was to be found in the agricultural capabilities of 

the soil. Be saidf'ln my experience of most of the fertile parts of Nova 

Scotia and Cape Breton and even Prince Edward Island, I am. now certain,after 

a years residence at St. Georges, that the soil here is superior in point of 

fertility to any I have seen,especially for the growth of hay,while the climate 

being less subject to both extremes is consequently more salubrious than any 

of it." "But what;" asked the good priest, "is the use of these natural 

advantages while the Government of the country will do nothing to encourage 

the settling of the country or in fact recognize the right of the people to 

enjoy the privileges of the British law or constitution?~' 

Father Sears had a solution. Since the French rights, much of this 

dealt with the French rights too, the exclusive French fishing rights at the 

time, since the French rights extended only to fishing the thing to do was to 

deprive the Newfoundland inhabitants of the right to fish as they were in 

that area although to some degree it was not enforced but it was the basic 

law of the land at the time. Then they would have to fall back on the more 

lucrative and happier means of getting a livelihood which agriculture affords. 

'!'There was much more of the same," wrote the commentator, "some of 

it of great interest but this is sufficient to show the state of the people 

between Cape Ray and Bay of Islands just one hundred years ago." 

With certain exceptions, Mr. Chairman, there has not been a great 

deal of change. There has been many changes in this degree or in that area 

or some other area but the principle still remains the same. To a large 

extent the area is ignored and that is what Father Sears was talking about, 

the Government ignoring the area and ignoring the people in the area and that 

is what the Government has done as far as agriculture is concerned. There •re 

not many areas in this Province, as the Premier has said and he is quite right 

when he said it, that are conducive to agricultu~al activities. The whole of 

the Codroy Valley right from Codroy right on up throu~h to Flat Bay area and 

into St. Georges these are really suited to it, most if not all of the Humber 

Valley is ideally suited to it and there has been little or no significant 

help from the Government in this field of endeavour. I am not yet convinced, . 
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MR. WELLS: 

Mr. Chairman, that it was more difficult for the Government to help the farmer 

who wanted to use the soil to produce root crops than it was for the farmer 

who wanted to produce poultry products or pork products. It seems to me it 

would be and until I am shown I cannot conclude otherwise. 

The farmer says that if we had one-half of the kind of assistance 

and help that the Government has given in the area of poultry and hogs we 

would be laughing, we would be home free. But they do not have that kind of 

assistance. The Government made some effort after the war, not this particular 

Government, in the settlement of the Cormack area and laid out basically fifty 

acre farms, I believe was the basic size of them, for the veterans who came 

home. They were all wooded areas and they were sufficient, they were some 

help for them but most of them did not make a success out of it. They were 

given the land but some made a great success out of it because they had either 

greater means or greater inclination and even without the help of the Govern

ment and they make a very, very good living out of farming today and there 

are some very productive farms. 

There is another one in the Howley area that 1 do not recal~and 

maybe there has been assistance given by the Government,which is a very 

productive farm and he does very well with it and it can be done without 

a great deal of assistance. The fact that people do it without any assist

ance except for warehousing facilities for the crops, the fact that they do 

it without any assistance other than that is proof positive that a far greater 

number could do it with some assistance. Does that not necessarily follow? 

I think it does, I think it necessarily follows like night follows day. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Would the bon. member give me the names of farmers that are 

doing it without any assistance?! 

MR. HICKMAN: I can give you one who has two farms out there. 

MR. WELLS: I can give you one name. 

MR. CALLAHAN: With no assistance whatsoever. 

MR. WELLS: John Carter. 

MR. CALLAH\N: Without any assistance whatsoever. 

MR. WELLS: Well, maybe, I was talking about - Okay, so he provides a place 
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for the vegetables to be stored or there is a district representive from the 

Department who calls around to see him occasionally. 

MR. RICKMAN:: Ern Rideout has two out there. 

MR. WELLS: Ern Rideout. 

MR. RICKMAN:· Yes. 

MR. WELLS: In Cormack. 

MR. HICKMAN: A good farm and good living. 

MR. WELLS: Good farm. 

MR. HICKMAN: As good as anywhere else in any other land. 

MR. WELLS: Right. 

MR. HICKMAN: I know Ern Rideout very well. 

MR. WELLS: That is right a~d the man up in Howley, what is his name? I 

have forgotten it now. Not right in the community of Howley but his name 

does not matter anyway. 

MR. CALLAHAN: (Inaudible). 

MR. WELLS: The bon. gentleman knows what kind of assistance I am talking 

about. 

MR. CALLAHAN: No, there are all kinds of assistance but we just cannot write 

it :.:all off and say -

MR. WELLS: We write it all oftin hogs and hens. There is no significance 

there. 

HR. CALLAHAN~ The bon. gentleman blindly goes on and says there is no 

assistance being given. 

MR. WELLS: Little or no assistance to these farmers and with a little bit 

more effort on the part of the Government ' something of real significance 

could be done. I am not condemning what the Government has done, Mr. Chairman, 

in the fields of poultry and bogs as I have no reason to condemn it. So good -

if we can make ourselves,within economic sanity, if we can make ourselves 

self-sufficient as far as eggs are concerned or poultry products or pork 

products~ Well and good and I give the Government every credit for the 

contribution they have made to it,but do not do it to the exclusion or the 

effective exclusion of all others. This is my complaint and that is all 
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HR. WELLS: 

that I said last night. 

MR. CALI,.AHAN : This is what is now being done and the bon. gentleman just 

will not listen. 

MR. WELLS: What is being clone1 

MR. CALLAHAN: What about some co-operation with -

MR. WELLS.: They tip theb hat and say hello to the root farmer and he bas his 

assistance. You know by comparison that is the assistance. This is where the 

Govern~nt has failed and there is one man I am sure who would agree with me 

were he' around, it is Newfoundland's misfortune tha.t he died a considerable time ago, 

and that is Monsignor Sears • Just read about him, Hr. Chairman, in todays 

Daily News. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, I will not be any lengthier than any of the 

~mbers on the other side have been. The Leader of the Opposition and I 

: 
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an hour or an hour and a.half ago asked some questions, perhaps the bon. 

minister is going to answer them if he in4icates he is, fine. 

MR.CALLAHAN: I will answer them right now if the bon. gentleman wishes. 

MR.CROSBIE: The minister is going to answer some questions about Farm 

Products Corporation and its relation to poultry producers and the abattoir; 

is going to see about that. Good, because the questions have not been 

answered. In the second last speech we have heard there was nothing 

answered. There is nobody saying be is . against subsidizing the hog 

business or the poultry business or any other business that makes sense. But 

I have not heard anybody here today produce any figures and say there are "X" 

number of poultry producers in the country or in the province and they 

employ so many people and the cost to the government each year. 

MR.CALLAlUN: About eighty registered. 

MR.CROSBIE: The minister can answer me when I sit down. I am saying that 

we have never been told how many poultry producers there are. How many 

people they employ. Ju~t told clearly by the Government what it is costing 

to subsidize the poultry business each year, so we can see just how many 

people are involved, how many people get employment, and what is spent in the 

year. That is all we are asking !-!r. Chairman. It would be interesting to know 

how many peonle are involved in the raising of hogs, how many people they employ 

and just what forms of government assistance are available and what it cost in 

the year. That is all,it is just straightforward information. And you can 

look at it and see, make your own mind up as to whether it is a good thing 

or not. But that kind of information is not given. It has not been given yet. 

MR.CALLAHAN: It will be given if we want to be here until Christmas. 

HR.CROSHIE: We do not need to be here until Christmas. If it is going to take 

the minister so long to talk about it, perhaps he would ~ive us a little 

memoranltmn on it • The information is not given,there is no reason why it 

should not. !'taw Hr. Chairman, all I did earlier was ask the minister;were 

they proceeding with a marketing board for eggs? Were eggs to be taken under 

8 
the wing of compulsory marketing board1 And this caused practically an hysterical 
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speech by the Premier- ~ecause somebody asked is there going to be a 

marketing board for egg producers. Now we have not been told that there is 

going to be one, it is intimated there is going to be one and we have not been 

told whether the -poulbry producers · have all voted on it yet. Apparently they · 

have to vote on it. Have the poultry producers yet been asked to vote on it, 

apd·.if•:so, what was the result of the vote'l Were there any large groups 

opposed to it or substantial group~ We are not given that information• Instead 

we hear an hysterical speech·- about allegations and insinuations some members 

were supposed to have made but were not made at all. Very Tender Toes,for 

some reason,on that particular subject. 

MR. CALLAHAN: The bon. gentleman wants the answers before six o'clock. 

MR.CROSBIE: The hon. gentleman do not worry.! have only been about two 

minutes so far and I think I will be another two or three. If an bon. member 

cannot answer the question about something Mr. Chairman without causing 

hysteria there is something obviously wrong. And with reference to the last 

part of the Premier's speech,! am a bit tired of self-pity. I get feelings of 

self-pity myself occasionally,when I am being attacked scandalously inside 

this House or outside it. So I intend to pay no attention to self-pity on 

the part of the Premier,when he says he has been attacked for twenty-one years. 

Who is the greatest personal attacker in the public life of this Province? 

The Ron. the Premier. And for the last two years I have been bearing his 

personal attacks. I am not going to get up in this House and wallow in 

self-pity about it. Unfortunately anybody in public life who gets engaged in 

public life in this Province is subject to that kind of thing. And I have 

my own views as to where it originates from. And it does not occur in other 
a 

provinces because there seems to be different setup or different kind of 

persooality in other provinces. So enough of this self-pity about attacks. 

There is no one in this House has been attacl:ed more, the last two years, than 

I have. - ~ersonally and every other way. 'fhere was no self-pity when I left 

the Cabinetowas given a letter that alleged slanderous and untrue things about 

me•so do nnt give me out any malarkey or any self-pity about attacks. That i• 
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something that anyone who goes in public life in thi~ Prov!nce today had got 

to endure apparently. 

I do not infer that there is anything wrong with the poultry business 

or the hog business in thds Province,Mr. Chairman, but I say that we are entitled 

to have the facts that this is an excellent thing to do and what it is costing 

and how many people are getting employment through it and what it is generating. 

And if the ~roducers who have been oonosing or competin~ with provincial 

poultry cooperative,if they are satisfied with an egg marketing board we are 

delighted to hear it. There is nobody against a marketing board per se· Why 

should they be7 What nonsense! ~e all know there~ marketing boards in every 

province. The situation in every province is not the same as the situation 

in this Province. And there is no comparison to the salt-fish marketing 

board at all, Mr. Chairman. The Saltfish Marketing Board is going to buy fish 

from thousands and thousands of fishermen, not from a handful of poultry 

pc.,ducers. That is an entirely different matter. Is there more than,at 

the mos~ fifty or sixty poultry producers in this Province? There is no 

comparison between the Saltfish Marketing Board and the Provincial Poultry 

Producer or Hog Producer or anything else. They are two entirely dif~er~nt 
companies 

situations. And they are cooperatives that have limited liability ~ of their 

members •they are even true cooperatives. 

Now the minsiter wants time to answer a few pointsoso I will conclude 

with-

MR. CALLAHA..'i : Mr. Chairman, I io not know if it is possible to answer all 

the points, there have been ei~ht or ten points raised. But I will get to 

DanttdcPoint Mr. Chairman when we get further along the estimate~ hopefully. 

I will try in the few minutes left to answer some of the questions that have 

been asked and I will try to answer some of them briefly. As to the last 

point the ht•n. gentllman raised,about the impropriety of so-called corporations 

coming toget:her and becoming cooperatives,! think the first farmCo-or in Canada 

Mr. Chairma1 was the Ontario Grain~ which was founded I believe in 1878. And 

the cooperative farmin~ movement or the development of farming cooperatives 
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has progressed from that point. And today in Canada the members of the 

Canadian Wheat Board are the representative ce-operatives. The farm Co-ops 

in Canada own oil refineries and operate them. They own and operate 

fertilizer plants. They own strings of service stations. They own publishing 

houses. And God Only Knows,Mr. Chairman,the numbers, the kinds of operations 

and assets that are, that come .under these farm co-ops, these giant corporate 

organizations which are known as Farming Co-operatives in this country. So for 

our little producers down here,who are pigmies ~y comparison, to . j~in,to come 

together and market cooperatively hardly is improper, hardly is unique or 

strange or somethinP- that the world has never before seen. 

Mr. Chairman, on the subject of the Auditor General's Report on 

Newfoundland Products Corporation, I do not know why it is that this was 
as 

handled pretty thoroughly last year and not as much wind and noise/this yeaL 

I had thought the House aDd members who have been around for several 

years would have known what the position is. 

The position very simply Mr. Chairman, is that Newfoundland Farm Products 

CorpoEation,which is not new,was established in 1964. 

MR.CROSBIE: A large loss is new. 

MR.CA~lAHAN: It is not a loss Mr. Chairman, the same question was raised 

last year and I said then it was not a loss and I say now it is not a loss. 

MR.CROSBIE: Well it is a subsidy. 

MR.CALLAHAN: The hon. gentleman can call it what he likes but it is not a 

loss. And I do not care what the hon. gentleman calls it, the Audit~r ~neral 

is using what he must use, I suppose, in his position, accounting terminology to 

cover situations in theaccounting practise 

MR.HICKMAN: Operating loss,what does that mean? 
to 

MR.CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman,thereare about three minutes ' let me~ust say this. 

That F•rm Products Corporation operates a puovincial abattoir. The abattoir 

has nothing whatsoever, nothing whatsoever tc do with, nor does tarm rroducts 

have an~thing whatsoever to do wit~ in a con1orate way or in any other way 

except by leasing space with the Newfoundland Poultry Producers Cooperative. 
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The second is referred to in exhibit two of the Auditor G~neral'a 

Report under Products··- Poultry - those figures Mr. Chairman have absolutely

have no relationship whatsoever to egg production or to the poultry producers 

co-op. That is part of that question•! hope it-

MR.WELLS: Does that sell the output of the abattoir or anything like that 

for Newfoundland -

MR. CALLAHAN: The abattoir buys and d~d buy in the year that is covered hy 

that report,bought product,cattle, sheep, hogs, poultry from 243 farmers in 

this Province. And slaughtered that livestock and sold that livestock and 

paid the farmers the best price it was possible to obtain for that livestock -

not for the chosen few as I heard today but for 243 farmers. 

MR.WELLS: Who marketed it, did the Newfoundland Farm Products market it? 

MR.CALLAHAN: The Newfoundland Products marketed the livestock , market the 

meat products, directly. And this is why,~r. Chairman,when people come to us

as I have indicated, one large poultryman came to us and wanted to buy the 

abattoir or either that or we start killing for him, custom killing, we said 

no. Because too much of the stake of too many farmers is involved to put it 

into the hands of one man. l!lecondly,we are not prepared to engaget:in custom 

killing on a commercial basis as the next thing we would have,Mr. Chairman, 

is complete disruption of the marketing system for which Farm P~oducts 

corporation is now the only possible control, the only control on quality,~he 

only control on orderly ~arketing. And we are not prepared to hand that over 

to any individual. Mr. Chairman it is now six o'clock. 

On motion the committee rise report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

On motion report re~eived and adopted , committee ordered sit again on tomorrow. 

MR.CURTIS: I-move Mr. Speaker, that the remaining Orders of the Day do stand 

deferred, and that the House at its rising do adjourn until tomorrow, Thursday 

at 10~;.30 o 'elock·:aad:.that: .... ~he House do now adjourn. 

On motion the House stands adjourned until tomorrow Thursday June 4, 1970 

at 10.30 a.m. 
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