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The House Het at 3:00 P.}f. 

Hr. Speaker in the Chair. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order. 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

HON. WILLIA11 N. ROWE: (HINISTER OF COl!MUNITY AND SOCIAL DEVELOP!lENT): Hr. Speaker, 

I beg leave to present to this hon. House, a petition received from what appears 

to be all of the voters of the community of 1-lestport, in my district of lfuite Bay 

South, about 150 voters have signed their names, your Honour. And the petition reads, 

"He the undersigned residents of l'estport protest the Government 1 s delays in 

serving Hestport •lith electricity. He would like very much to have Hestport included 

in the 1970-71 Program for electricity". 

Sir, I am lJholeheartily behind the import of this petition. I agree that l'estport 

and other communities like it, should have had electricity before now, and they would 

have had electricity had capital financing been· available. 

Hestport is one of only two communities left in my lJhole district, which are 

presently without electricity. And it is, Sir, high time that the community of 

l·Jestport and Purbeck 1 s Cove adjacent to it, had electrical services extended. I am 

led to believe that this year, Westport lvill have electricity and to make that belief 

a firm fact, I move that this petition be received by this han. House and referred 

to the department to which it relates. 

HON. F. H. ROWE: (NINISTER OF EDUCATION): Mr. Speaker, I would like to add my 

support to that petition from the people of Hestport, which is an old co:mnunity 

of Hhite Ilay, a progressive community and one l·Thich for several years now has been 

looking forward with eager anticipation. Perhaps, I should say in defense of the 

Government, and of the Power Commission, that some years ago,some six or seven years 
\vere made 

ago, plans/to put electricity in the community of Westport, but at the time there 

were a number of people there who had their own private generators, and it was 

difficult to get any community consenses of opinion, and as a result the opportunity 

was lost at that time. However, since then they have come together and it seems to 

be that the time is nmv passed lvhen that community and any other community near it, 

in this particular case Purbeck 1 s Cove1 should have a supply of electricity.,_· 

And I heartily support the prayer of this petition. 

}fR. ~PEAKER: Moved and seconded that this petition be received and referred to the 

department to which it relates. // .(y' 

.. - - - ---· . . 
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PRESENTING REPORTS OF STANDING AND SELECT CO}!HITTEES 

HON. E. M. ROBERTS: (MINISTER OF HEALTH): Mr. Speaker, earlier in this 

session I told the House that I would have the Annual Report of the Department 

of Health ready for tabling by the tenth of }larch) I think, was the date, Sir. 

Thanks to the speedy and efficient work of my absent colleague, the Minister of 

Supply and his officials, Sir, the report is now ready for tabling. I have one 

copy here, Sir, the Clerks office I am told has sufficient copies for the 

members as well as for the press. If any person should wish additional copies, 

Sir, my Deputy Minister or the Administrator of Health Services would be only 

to happy to make them available in reasonable numbers to any interested party. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

HON. ERIC S. JONES: (HINISTER OF FU~ANCE ) : Mr. Speal~er, I give notice that I 

will on tomorrow move that the Rules of the House be suspended, on the motion 

for Interim Supply now on the Order Paper, and on the Supply Bill pursant thereto. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

HON. J. R. Sl"!ALLHCOD: (PREHIER): Hr. Speaker, Question No. 10 7 on the Order . 

Paper of February 27th. in the name of the hen. the member for St. Barbe's South, 

addressed to my colleague, the Hinister of Public Works, who is unavoidably 

absent from the Chamber today. The answer to (1) That I have the list. (2) It 
•' 

is usually not possible, usually it is not possible to prepare a lump sum 

tenders for repair ~mrk. Because the nature and the extent of the repair work 

usually cannot be precisely determined. Firm prices were sought ~~herever it 

was feasibility to do so, otherwise contractors were asked to come in and do the 

work. The list of those who did the work and the list of the work done, and the 

list of the amounts paid are hereby tabled. 

HON. WILLIAH J. KEOUGH: Cl1INISTER OF LABOUR); Arising out of question No. 185 

on the Order Paper of J:-larch 6th. the hen. the member for Burin addressed a 

supplementary question to me. And as I did not have the information at the moment, 

I said I would supply it later. 

The information he wished was a further breakdown of the Architectural 

Fee of $7,700 paid by the Horkmens Compensation Board for the design of the 

office space lay out it occupies in Philip Place on Elizabeth Avenue. 

This I hope will give him the information that he wishes. First of all the 

fee was paid to T. Portus Bolton Associates. The fee is for the design of office 

I I :l <· 
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lay out, and supervision of the work. The work done for the Board was designed 

and location of partitions, electrical outlets as required in each office, and 

each desk space, telephone location etc. as well as complete supervision and 

certification of the contractors work. 

HON. STEPHEN A. NEARY: (HINISTER OF IVELFARE): Hr. Speaker, I have here in 

my hand, three questions put by the hon. Leader of the Opposition. No. 198 

on today's Order Paper. Question Mo. 1. reads, Did the minister post or caused 

to have posted in a tvindow in a Bell Island store a letter to the Hinister of 

Highways outlining his recommendations for road and bridge improvement and 

construction for the coming Fiscal Year? The answer to this part of the question 

Mr. Speaker, is a very positive affirmative. As one facet of my continuing 

program of two-.,•ay communication with my constituents, I have placed that( the hon. 

gentleman did not ask the question!) I have placed at strategic points:·· 

throughout the district of Bell Island, bulletin posters which are changed from 

time to time. There are uniformly headed, }:r. Speaker, "lfemo from your Nember," 

and are of a constant eye-catching background colour and headed sufficiently 

boldly so that as the Greeks said, "Even he who runs may read." I would point 

out, Nr. Speaker, that this device has proved to be one of the most economically 

and effective ways of co~municating with my constituents on matter of public 

interest and an excellent complement to unbiased information they get in the 

"Newfotmdland Bulletin". 

I would suggest to you, }fr. Speaker, to the hon. Leader of the Opposition 

that it might be "'ell 1JOrth his ~•hile to attempt some similar means of liaison 

with the electorate of St John's Centre. 

NR SPEAKER: In answer to a question, the matter should be answered simply and 

as concisely as possible. 

MR NEARY: \~ell, I have a number of copies here, Hr. Speaker, to table, and 

I would like to table copies for the information of the han. member who asked 

the question. As to Part (2) the answer is No and therefore Part (3) does not 

apply. 

NR T-. ALEX HICKMAN: Hr. Speaker, are ti'e led to tmderstand that confidential 

letters from hon. members, to the ministers, can be made public by posting 

them in a public place? 

MR NEARY: I did not get the question. 

MR HICKlWl: Is this House to understand that letters from hon, members, to 

}finisters of the Crow-n, confidential letters, can be posted in a public place? 
/I 'i 
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Y.l.. KEARY: ------ Mr. Speaker, the only answer I can give to that is, that when I 
on 

write a letter /behalf of my constituents, I think, they are entitled to know 

what it is I said in that letter. 

MR. HICKHAN: Okay, I am agreeable, if you are. 

MR. CROSBIE: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker, with reference to 198. 

Has a letter to the Hinister of Highways posted in any window on Bell island 

stores? 

MR. NEARY: l1r. Speaker, I would not be so unethetical as to post a letter from 

the Minister of Highways, without his permission, and I think I have already 

answered the question in part (Z) by saying, "No." 

MR. CROSBIE: ~!r. Speaker, the hon. minister said that he did not post or 

caused to be posted, my question is was there a letter from the ~linister of 

Highways posted? 

MR. NEARY: Not to my kno~7ledfle, Mr. Speaker. 

HON. AIDEJI HALONEY: QUNISTER OF FISHERIES): Hr. Speaker, I have the answer 

to question No. 159 on the Order Paper of }larch 5th. asked by the hon. member 

for St. John's \{est. In answer to (1) r~so-jet process is being used by the 

company to convert herring into meal and oil. The operators are of the opinion 

that the reso-jet process has proven to be successful. (2) Duing the calendar 

year 1969 the company was engaged entirely in testing, therefore, no products 

were made for conunerical use. Several tons ,.;ere shipped out, however, for 

feed tests. And I should like to say that the company have completed one year 

of a controlled feeding program on mink using these products and the tests were 

very successful. No other products ~1ere made during the year. (3) The plant 

employed during 19(.9,. twelve men with a payroll of $63,710.91. Office 

employees numbered four; with a payroll of $26,840.00, the vessels eighteen men, 

the payroll $93,840.00; and local work contracted $75,464.48. The company's 

payroll, the company had in its employee, the week ending Feburary 28th. 1970, 

a total of eighty-two men and a payroll was $7,51G.OO; for the office there 

were four employees, and the payroll ~1as $622; and the vessel eighteen men 

employed and the payroll t~as $ '. 9, 036.00. 

I have the reply, Mr. Speaker, to question No. 163 on the Order Paper 

of Harch 5th. asked by the hen. the member for Burin. And I have to reply 

;_'-'i._ "-· . _J!L.d.::.:... ·.. ~ , . ·-
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HON. AIDE~< l·!ALONEY ('1inister of Fisheries) : On the Order Paner of March 5, 

asked by the hen. member for Burin. And I have to renly as follm<s :-

It is entirely the right of the Government of this Province to 

11:rant or withhold permission to build a herring reduction plant on NeHfoundland 

soil. It is entirely the right of the Government of Canada to grant licence 

to Canadian shi)'S to fish in Canadian waters. The jurisdiction is thus 

divided the Government of Canada havinP, sole jurisdiction over fish in the 

waters, methods of fishing, number and sizes of fish that may be taken and 

the like. And the Government of Canada having sole jurisdiction over the 

number of fish, the Government of Newfoundland rather, having sole iurisdiction 

over the number of fish processing plants there may be. 

It is obviously in Ne1~foundland's interest to consult lvith the 

Government of Canada and for the Government of Canada to consult ~rith ~lewfound-

land, and these consultations have taken :olace on a matter of herring reduction 

plants . in this Province. 

In the vie~r of the Canadian Denartment of Fisheries there is as 

yet no evidence that the stock of herring in Newfoundland waters has reached 

a maximum sustainable yield. The denartment hm,•ever. are s tt1dying h'ays and 

Means,if it should become necessary to exercise effective control limiting 

the number of vessels ~1hich may enter the Fishery. · As a nrecautionary measure 

in this matter, a new denartment of Regional Economic Expansion has heen 

requested not to make their industrial incentives available for the construction 

of any more herring reduction plants. 

I have the answer to Question ( 189) :-!r. Speaker, on the Order Paner 

of Friday, Harch 6, asked by the hen. the member for St. John's Hest. The 

answer to the first part of the question: As of the end of February, 1970, 

the employees situation t.ras as follotvs: Newfoundlanders - eighty-three. 

Others - ttventy-two - for a total of 105. The breakdown of the emnloyees 

under the heading "Others" - United Kingdom - fifteen - Mainland Canada - seven. 

Part (h} of that question - total number of personnel employed at various 

times since the start of operations at Harystown. Ne,.foundlanders - 446 -

Others - seventy-seven - for a total of 523; And the breakdo1m of Others -

United Kingdom - sixty-three, and ~!ainland Canada - fourteen. Part ttm of 

/! 3 3 
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the question ~hich has to do with payrolls. The total payroll for the 

fiscal year 1968 was $1,422,016 oaid to Newfoundlanders- $1,097,442. To 

others- $324,574. The total payroll for the fiscal year 1969 was $1,220,994. 

paid to Newfoundlanders - $926,345 - and to others $294,649. 

RON. E. S. JONES (l.Unister of Finance): Hr. Speaker, on the Order Paper 

of ~!arch 6, 1970, .asked by the hon. member for Burin Question (180) •Tabled. 

MR JONES: Hr. Speaker, could I have leave of the House to return to Notice 

of Motion? 

}!r. Speaker, I give notice that I will on tomorrow introduce a Bill, entitled, 

A Bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Alcoholic Liquors Act." 

MR. J. C. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, before we proceed with Orders of the Day, 

I rise on a point of privilege a matter affecting the privileges of the 

House and not just any one member of the House. Mr. Speaker, under legislation 

passed by this House, known as the ~1elville Pulp and Paper Limited Authorization 

of Agreement Act, 1966- 1967, Subsection 3, Section 4 of that Act, requires 

that every agreement, trustee, trust indenture, guarantee, contract, undertaking, 

or any other agreements of every nature •~hatsoever entered into executed and 

delivered oursuant to this Act shall be laid by the Hinister before the 

Legislature •~i thin fifteen days after it has been so entered into executed 

and delivered. If the Legislature is then in Session and if not then •~ithin 

fifteen days after the commencement of. the next ensuing Session. 

Now Mr. Speaker, the whole Province understands that or is led 

to believe that in November of 1969, there 1~ere agreements and indentures 

and contracts entered into by the Government and executed under the orovisions 

of this Legislation. Despite this, despite the direction in this Legislation 
nassed House 
2.. ·. · .. : by this House that such agreements be tabled in thistwithin fifteen 

days after the Session commences, and I believe the Session commenced on 

February 18. These documents have not been tabled in accordance 1.-ith the 

directions of this House, which I submit is a breach of the privileges of members of 

this House, the Government and }linister responsible being in default of a 

Legislative directive. I accordingl:,.• have a ~lotion here Hr. Speaker, that 

one must have in connection 1·7ith a matter of breach of privilep;e, Nhich states: 

lffiEREAS a Helville Pulp and Paper Limited authorization of Agreement Act 

1966-67 • In Act Number 44 the Statutes of Newfoundland 1966-67 requires a 

I I 3 11 
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}linister of the Crown designated by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-

Council to lay before the Legislature within fifteen days after the 

commencement of the next ensuing Session every agreement trustee trust 

indenture, guarantee, contract, undertakin~ or any other agreements 

of every nature whatsoever entered into executed and delivered pursuant 

to the Melville Pulp & Paper Authorization of Agreement Act. AND \~EREAS 

it is understood that the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council has entered 

into certain agreements with Helville Pulp and Paper Ltd., and others 

pursuant to the }!elville Pulo and Paper Limited Authorization of Agreement 

Act, as announced publicly by the hon. the Premier. RE IT RESOLVEn 

that this House of Assembly censure the ~1inister of the Crovm designated 

by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council under the provisions of the '·!elville 

Pulp and Paper Limited Authorization of Agreement Act and the Government 

for its failure to observe the provisions of the Helville Pulo and Paner 

Limited Authorization of Agreement Act 1966-67. by laying before the 

Legislature all such agreements, trust deeds, trust indentures, guarantees, 

contracts, undertakin~s or any other agreements of everv nature to~hatsoever, 

entered into executed and delivered pursuant to the said Act within 

fifteen days after the commencement of this Session of the House of 

Assembly and directs the said }!inister designated and the Government 

to comply with the law of the Province of Newfoundland immediately by 

so tabling every agreement trustee, trust indenture, guarantee, contract, 

undertakinj!: or any other agreement of everv nature ' ' hatsoever entered 

into executed and delivered nursuant to the Act immediately in comoliance 

with the law. Hr. Speaker, I submit that this is a serious matter, these 

are agreements in which the •people of this Province are involved and 

guarantees up to $53. million we are entitled under the Legislation to 

have them tabled in this House. The Session has now been in orortress 

nineteen days, at least the nineteenth day has now been reached after 

the commencement of the Session, and I therefore move this Votion , seconded 

by the hon. member for St. Barbe South. 

MR. SHALLl{flOn: ~!r. Sneaker, todav is the twelvth dav of the ~cssion -

HR. CROSlliE: · It is the nineteenth day -
I I 3 s 
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!-!R. S'1ALLHOOD: Today :rr. Speaker. is the twelvth day, and we have 

three days to go and the hon. gentleman's :·rot ion is therefore our of 

order in my view. In the second place I doubt that this is the proper 

time in the sittin,;,; of the House to move such a elation .iust before the 

calling of Orders of the Day. The han. gentleman had ample onnortunity 

earlier in this sitting to move it when he might have done it properly. 

I believe it is imnroperly done no~r. and that in any case as ·: to the 

substance of the :lotion I believe it is out of order because today is 

only the t'velvth dav of the session Sir. 

~1R. CROSJliE: :1r. Sneaker, I Hould like to re,ly to thP. point n.ised by 

the han. the Premier. The wording of the Le,;,;islation is nuite clear 

Mr. Speaker, if not then within fifteen da:,rs not fifteen sitting davs, 

then within fifteen days after the commencement of the next ensuing session. 

The Session commenced on February 18, 197(1 - todav is the nineteenth day 

following the commencement of the Session. If sitting days lvas meant then 

clearly Hr. Speaker, the Legislation would state fifteen sitting days. 

That is one point. As far as the nroper timing of raisin;! a Poi.nt of 

Privilege, the book of Standing Orders and Beauchesne state, that it is 

the practice in the Canadian House of Commons to bring up a Ouestion of 

Privilege before the House has taken up the husiryess of the dav. Hm.,ever, 

the proceedings of the House may be interruPted at any time excent nuring 

a Division by Hotion based on a matter of Privilege. 

So I submit Hr. Speaker, that this 1-lotion is quite in order as far as 

time is concerned, ancl that there has been a prima facie breach of the 

directions in this Legislation. The Legislation does not say fifteen 

sitting days, it says within fifteen days after the commencement of the 

next ensuing Session. 

HON. L. R. CURTIS (President of the Council): Hr. Speaker, I would like 

to call your attention and the attention of the House and hon. friends to 

the fact that on the opening day, which is a Wednesday, this House adjourned 

until tomorrow !>!onday. And I submit that in the eyes of the House of 

Assembly the days are sitting days. Every time 1ve adiourn ue adjourn until 

tomorrmJ IJhatever day that happens to be. In the eyes of the House tomorrmJ 
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is the next sitting day. And I might say further in reply to that I had 

these documents on my desk since Friday, I intended to file them today 

and I forget to bring them up. Actually we have been so busy occupied 

here, every afternoon and every night, that I have not had a chance to 

check through and make sure that there are no documents missing. But 

the documents are on my desk and they will probably be filed this afternoon. 

}fR. A. J. NURPHY (Leader of the Opposition): Hr. Speaker, I heard you 

intimate you would take the matter under advisement. I would like to 

add a few words that from my recollection in the years I have been in 

the House it has been fifteen days notwithstanding whether it is sitting 

days or not. And tvith reference to the Premier's objection at the time 

on 
that the matter tvas raised I think Sir, that ~·ou :<.M your ~!isdom allm.,ed 

the thing to he raised, and I do not knotv if it a ref] ection on your 

knowledge of Parliamentary procedure. But I am willing to go along Sir 

with your judgement, but I feel that it is a verv valid question that 

has been raised, and we look forward to your judgement on this matter. 

HR. SPEAKER: The matter is under advisement. 

NR. HTJRPHY: Hr. Sneaker, I tolould like to direct a question to the t·~inister 

of Finance and that is '"hen he expects to bring the Jludget into the House 

and the Estimates? 

HR. JONES: Hr. Speaker, notice will be given in time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: No. (3) The !!on. the Hinister of Finance to move that the 

House 

/I 3 7 
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~lotion: That the Rouse resolve itself into a Co=ittee of the 

Whole to consider the granting of Interim Supply to Her Majesty: 

MR. E.JONES: (~linister of Finance): Mr. Speaker, I wish to announce that I 

have a message from His Honour the Lieutenant Governor: 

HR. SPEAKER: The hen. the Minister of Finance: 

I,the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Newfoundlar.d, transmit 

estimates of sums required for the public services of the Province for the year 

ending the 31st. day of March 1971, by way of Interim Supply and in accordance 

with the British North America Act 1867 as amended. 

I recommend these estimates to the House of Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair: 

Signed: 

E.A.Harnum 
Lieutenant Governor 

COHHITTEE OF THE 1ol!J:OLE ON INTERIH SUPPLY 

}!R. CHAI~!.<\N (Noel): Order 

Resolution: That It Is Expedient To Introduce A ~easure To ~rovide Ear The 

Granting To Her Hajcsty For Defraying Certain Expenses Of The Public Service 

For The Financial Year Ending The Thirty First Day Of March One Thousand Nine 

Hundred And Seventy-One The Initial Sum Of Sixty-One Million Six Hundred A.;d 

Eighteen Thousand Dollars. 

HR. CHAim!AN: Does the resolution carry? 

}IR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, I presume that this is the motion that is debatable. 

The resolution asks this hen. House, the Government asks this hen. House to 

precede now with granting the Government and Her Majesty $61, 618, 00~. Interim 

Supply for next year. That is money for the Government to commence spending 

on April 1st.1970, in the next year. Not Supplementary Supply, not extra 

additional money the Government has spent this year that has to come in for 

Supplementary Supply, but Interim Supply for n~xt year. The Government is now 

requesting Mr. Chairman a vote, a blind vote really of $61,618,000. Now this 

is only March 9th. Mr. Chairman and the Government has until the end of March 

to bring down the Budget or to bring down the estimates and do things in the 

regular way. 

Certainly Mr. Chairman, I certainly take this view that the House 

should not be asked to vote Interim Supply to vote the Government $61,618,000. 

without at least the estimates of expenditure for the next year before us. 

Surely Hr. Chairman, when a House of Assembly or a Parliament is asked to vote 
I I] ,f 
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substantial suns of money for a Government it should at least have before it, 

as is the practice in the House of Commons, and certainly in the House of 

Commons in the United Kingdom, the estimates, the detailed estimates for the 

coming year. 
j 

Now Mr. Spe~~er, this is an amount of $61 million which is almost 

one would guess twenty per cent of the Government's expenditure for next year. 

That the Government is now asking this House to vote in block, and under the 

Bill there will be certain lump su= for each department. I ~ubmit Hr. 

Chairman, that the members of this House should refuse to vote the Government 

Interim Supply unless the Government is prepared to table now, or in the next 

several days the estimates of e':penditure in de<::ai1 for next year, and the 

total required for next year, 

I refer Mr. Chairman, to Beauschene, Parliamentary Rules and Forms 

page 198. It is one of the old standing principles of our constitution that 

the House of Commons should control the finances of the country, that is the 

right, privilege, and duty of the House. It has been achieved by means of 

struggle lasting through centuries beginning from the fourteenth century down 

to the seventeenth century, ••l1en it -was fully confirmed, and since then it has 

never been disputed. 

The cardinal principle on ~<hich the whole of our financial system 

is based is that of Parliamentary control and by this is understood not the 

control of Parliament in its constitutional sense, but controlled by the Commons 

alone. Of course Mr. Speaker, we are the Commons and Senate all in one in this 

House. The ancient doctrine that the redress aggrievances should be consid8red 

before the grant of supply is maintained in the House of Commons of Canada. 

On page 202 Mr. Chairman, Deauschene refers to supplementary 

estimates, and he says about supplementary estimates " When treated as customary 

and as a matter of course, instead of being restricted to occasion of unforseen 

contingencies, do more to destroy effectual Parliamentary control than any other 

indirect method that could be devised, because·, it loosens up Parliamentary 

control of spending. That is supplementary estimates." 

Of course Hr. Chairman, when supply is called for and the House goes 

into Committee of Supply page 210, it gives an opportunity for the debate of 

grievances and of many questions of policy. I refer also ~lr. Chain:>an, to 

Parliament by 1-1. Iver Jennings who has been referred to favourably in this House. 

The function he says on page 295, of the Committee of Supply is to 

examine and consent to the estimates. Now Hr. Speaker, we have no estimates here 
;;:]'( 
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except block votes to examine and consent to. ~e goes into the whole 

business of course, of control, of Parliament's control through the Committee 

of Supply, and the Co=i ttee of Ways and :·leans. 

Hr. Speaker, my submission is that the members of this House, 

certainly the private members of this House should refuse to blindly vote the 

Government this Interim Supply of $61,618,000. without the Government, unless 

the Government is prepared to table the estimates for next year in this !louse 

so that we can see what is the total vote for next year, what is the total 

vote in the various departments. lfuat are the detailed proposals for expenditure. 

We all realize that if the House goes beyond March 31st. without giving the 

Government some Interim Supply that the Government would not be able to pay its 

bills, would not be able to pay civil servants salaries and the rest of it, but 

and therefore of course, we have to be reasonable and do what we could to see 

that that did not happen. But in return Hr. Spe::;!cer, the Government rr.ust be 

reasonable and the only power that the House of Assembly has over the executive 

Government, one of the only powers is that power of the purse. 

Our right to knc1> in detail what the Government proposes to spend, 

and on what, and when, and how. This In terir) Su?ply Bill Mr. Speaker, I submit 

is number 1, too large. If the Government could operate several months on it 

next year without this House of Assembly ever having approved in detail their 

spending, and that it is being asked for without our being given the estimates 

of expenditure for the next year, which I submit is not Parliamentary practice. 

It is certainly not good practice, and if this Government Hr. Chairman wants the 

support of the House in the matters that it brings before it, then it should 

' consider also the rights of members in this House. And since this is the time 

to bring up grievances I refer again,although I will not dwell in any length 
' 

HON. E.M.ROBERTS (Minister of Health): Hr. Chairman, if I may to a Point of 

Order Sir, may I refer the hon. gentleman who has been so thorough in his reading 

of Beauschene to page 198, citation 234~1 the time to bring up grievances is 

when the motion that the Speaker do now leave the Chair is made. Sir, the 

Speaker has left the Chair and that is why Jour Honour is Chairman. I think the 

hon. gentlemans statements are out of order at this time, at another time they 

might be quite appropriate. They might Sir. 

HR. CROSBIE: Hr. Chairman, since I have not had a chance to express ~hat the 

grievance is I will not call it a grievance. I will just discuss any matter of 

Government Policy that I feel needs to be discussed, and Hr. Chairman it appears 

to be the policy of the Government to ignore the rights of other members of this 
I I 'I c 
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House by refusing them adequate office space in the precints of the House of 

Assembly 

RON. j. R. SHALL:WOD (Premier): Point of Order. The hem. gentleman now is 

proceeding to violate the rules, blatantly and brao.enly. 

NR. CROSBIE: Is there a Point of Order Hr. Chairman or is there not7 

}ffi.. SHALWOOD: Let me state my Point of Order, and I know how to state it. 

MR. CROSBIE: Well your are not stating the proper thing now 

MR. SHALU100D: And the hon. gentleman is not supposed to use the words "you" 

or "your11 

MR. CROSBIE: Well the hon. gentlemas is not 

MR. S}lf..LLh'OOD: Hr. Chairman, the time to express any grievance is when there 

is a motion before the Chair, Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair and go into 

a Committee of the lfuole on Supply. That is the only time that there is the 

right tp speak to a question of grievance. 

\o.'hen the House goes into Committee of the Hhole, then the rule of 

relevancy applies automatically. The relevant remarks now, the House being in 

Co~ittee of Supply is as to whether or not this money, this Interim Supply 

should be granted. This is not an occasion like the debate on Address in Reply 

or the Budget Speech. For any kind of a ranging speech, or talking a!:Jout 

grievances, or the general policies of the Government the question is very 

narrow. Shall the Government be granted Interim Supply pending the bringing 

down of the Budget and the Estimates. That is all. 

~m. CROSBIE: Hr. Chairman, in connection 1~ith that Point of Order I would 
-. 

submit that when the House is in Committee of Supply, being asked to vote 

Interim Supply of $61,618,000. it is relevant and in ' fact widely held over a 

long period of time that any matter of Government Policy in connection ~ith the 

expenditure of these funds can be discussed by the members, and that we are not 

held down to any ••• How Hr. Chairman can there be any narrowing of debate when 

the Government comes before the House asking for $61, million for tw~nty 

departments7 

~m. CHAIRHAN: I think the ruling I have to make is that if there is a 

particular grievance which a member wishes to raise he has to do that on the 

motion that the Speaker leave the Chair. That the debate now must be restricted 

to the rule of relevancy on the resolution which is before the Committee. 

}ffi.. CROSBIE: ~!r. Chairman, I refer Your Honour to Beauschene page 210, wherein 

Beauschene says "our Conw-ll.ttee of Supply consists of 264 members who can hardly 

be expected to consider effectively the details of finance and so on. A body 
II .:.; / 
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so large and so ill-equipped for enquiry would be a very imperfect instrument 

for the control of expenditure even if the discussions were devoted entirely 

to that end. But these discussions afford the only opportunity in the course 

of the year for the debate of grievances and of mar,y questions of policy." 

That is what Beauschene says. 

MR. CHAIRMAli: I agree with the hon. member but I think the procedure that we 

have to follow here is clearly set out in page 198, paragraph 234 - 1, and 

while. it is true that grievances may be raised on a question t~hen the money 

comes before the House, the redress of grievances should·be considered before 

they go into supply and so on. That is taken on the motion that the Speaker 

leave the Chair. 

We a·re in Committee now, and there has been referred to us only this 

particular resolution, and members must I feel adher to the rule of relevancy 

and discuss this resolution only. 

HR. CROSBIE: Very good Hr. Chai=an, while dealing then with this resolution 

Mr. Chairman the Government in my submission is now asking this House to vote 

the Government $61,618,000. for next year without a jot or tittle of 

information on how the Govern~ent plans to spend the money or on what, When this 

motion was introduced before this hon. committee ther~ was not a person on the 

opposite side of the House stood to give outline in detail what this money was 

stood on. It appeared to be the assumption of the Gov<c.rnment that the member:; 

of this House were just going to vote $61 million without asking for any 

explanation. It tvas not proceeded by any introduction, and Hr. Chairman this 

appears to be part of the policy of the Government. Do not give them any 

information except what they can absolutely hammer out of us. 

This is in line with the policy that has been adopted in other respects 

in the House. The difficulty in getting information, and the same thing now 

applies to this Interim Supply Bill. I submit Mr. Chairman, that this is a 

derogation Mr. Chairman 

MR. SHALLWOOD: It is not a Bill, the Bill is not before the House, this is a 

resolution, the Bill is to follow 

MR. CHAIRHAN: Order 

. . 
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MR.CROSBIE: :·_;r ""bmission,this is a derogation of the authority of this 

House for the govel"!'.ment to approach this in such a cavalier fashion. He 

all realize Hr. Chairman that there will be a Bill that is being tabled now or was 

a few minutes ago, and that this 1-1ill show under various deparments just one 

amount of money. It will give us no detail and the point that I am making 

is that no House of Asse~bly or no parliament should be asked to vote any 

government interim blindly unless at least having bef~re that House the 

-estimates for next year, and t~e procedure Hr. Chairman, at the House of 

Corn.:nons in Ottawa and in the United Kingdom is that the estimates are tabled 

in the House long before the government asks for interim supply. And in fact 

the government may have to ask for interim supply on several occasions 

during that session, and that He should be treated no differently here that 

our rights are just as sacred as representing the people of Ne~Jfoundland in 

control of the financial affairs of tkc>' Province all the money has to be voted 

by this l'ouse ,;.:,J we should be treated in exactly the same ~ray. And that the 

government should not come before this House three Heeks, tHenty-one, t~Jenty-t~>O 

days before the end of the financial year and ask us to vote about t"enty per 

cent of next year's expenditures ~-1i thout presenting the estimates and giving us 

a fuller explanation. 

This is another change ~ir. Chair:nu.n, in the policy of the government that 

should be made, Another change that is badly needed like the change in the 

treatment of the Public Accounts and the Report of the Auditor General. And the 

c!:<:nge that should be made in givin-g us information ~Jillingly without !,edging about 

questions and going by the literal ~vordinG and the rest of it, Such as \,•e have 

been treated to fer the last t~~o weeks. \-le a:::e here on behalf of our constituents 

and the rest of the people of :-lewfou::dland representing lh(irivate members of this 

Rouse and asking this government which has had uncontrolled pnwer for the last 

tv7enty-one years, to now start explaining to us Hhy they need this money, why it 

is $61 million instead of perhaps $20 million or $25 million. It should be Mr. 

Chairman the lo"est possible amount the Government needs until it can get its 

budget down for next year and the esti•,\ates dovm and approvr!d, 

It should be just what they need to sneak through 0 i:ot to come into this 

House and ask us for $61 million, 1-.•hich is going to cover at least t~,·o months 

operations for the Go·•ernment and perhaps even more. So I therefore move l!r. 

Speaker, 

Hml. DP... F.\-/ .!'.0\~Ciin. of Ecucation): Before the han. gentleman sits down I wonder 

II £f .5 
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if he would permit a question, Mr. Speaker~ I am listening to his protestations 

against this, by infw~enc7 irregular wa:; he said he does not u:·rierstand why we 

do not use the regular way I have been •~ondering, •·1hy, in the five or six years 

the hon. gentleman has been in this House, several years at any rate he has been 

here. This is not anything irregular. This has been done more times than not 

done. In the twenty-one sessions that I have attended this has been done more 

times than it has not been done, and I am wondering why 1my hon. friend waited 

until tuis time to protest against it, lie 1~as in this House when it •·ras done 

before, it was done last year, justc:a year ago, why is/~~ waited nntil now to 

protest and find that this is a denial of the democratic rights of the Hcuse'1 

He must knoH it has been done here for t•.renty-one years. That is my question 

Hr. Chaiman, why does he ••ait? 

HR.C!'.OSBIE: The ans•~er to that should be quite obvious. But ftrst, I an not sure 

that the Governc-:ent has come before this Housa in every previous session,;. s:a.::h c: s 

this 

MR.ROHE: I did not say every previous session. 

}m.CROSTIIE: And ask for Interim Supply, in this way. 

l·ffi. S~!ALL~IOOD: He did not say ''every·; 

HR.Rm11':_!_ I did nut say "every~ 

MR.CROSBIE: Well every year, or whatever the hon. ;r,ember did say. 

HR.SHALLHOOD: He did not use the l<.•ord "every" at all; he did not use th:! 1mrd 

"every~ 

HR.CROSBIE : ~!r. Chairma.."'l, I exercised the pre::ogative of mercy by allowing the 

hon. minister to ask a question. I did not ha•1e to let him, allo•; him/to permit ,) i·' 

to ask a question -

HR.S:.ft..r.LHOOD: Oh lrhat a big-hearted statesman, 

HR.CROSBIE: At this particular time, as Mr. Chairman knows, and nol-1 the hon. 

minister is going to quibble with every word I use in answering it. I do not know 

whether this e~act procedure Mr. Chairman, has been used before in previous years 

but in previous years I was subject to the discipline of the government party. 

(!/ 
And.:':·!hatever my views were._ were not pn the tr.atter, they were not requested, they 

~~ere not invited and they 1•ere not consulted. I am no~; sitting in this House as 

an Independent Liberal not subject to party dis cipline, and I am ~Qt. 

HR.CHAIRHAN: Order please! The hon. member's position is interesting but the 

Bill, the resolution. 

HR.CROSlliE: Yes, }!r. Ch.1irman, but I am just arswerinr; his question. The point 

II<; L/ 
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is ~Ir. Speaker, the question is quite irrelevant, that this is a serious matter 

that Interim Supply should not be requested without the det~iled est~mates in 

this way, this Government could have stetted this session of ;:he House much 

sooner,it has been meeting afternoon end night si:<·~e we did start,if t3e estimates 

are not ready now certainly they should be ready because they start to be 

prepared by the Government I believe in the fall of each year and I therefore 

=ve }!r. Speaker, and I further suggest that the arno•mt· requested is unreasonable 

it is too great and I therefore move Mr. Chairman that the Chairman leave the 

Chair without making any report, seconded by the hon. member fer St. Barbe South. 

~!R.S~fP.LU!OOD: Hr. Speaker it is not the hon. gentleman's privilege tc make 

such a motion. It is the Government that has the right to call the time of the 

House the business of the House not any hen. ~>,entler.1an sitting on the opposite 

side. Your Honour I simply cannot accept that motion. Your Honour can accept 

a motion only -

MR.C!!AI~!A~l: Order please: rhe position is that we are nm• in Comnittee of the 

\\Thole on a particular resolution, and the only motion the Chair can entc:~·tain 

is an amendment to this particular resolution. 

~·'iR.C'!.OSiliE: I have the floor I am referring ttl page 203 of Beauchesne. h'here it 

is stated the only motion allcHed uhen the resolution is under consideration in 

Com.01ittee of Supply is that the amount be reduced or that the Cha±rman leave the 

Chair, zither Hithout making a report or to report pror,ress on certain resolutions 

I therefore submit Hr. Chairman that in accordance with Beauchesne my motion 

that the Chairmnn do now leave the Chair without making a report is quite in 

order. In accordance with Beauchesne who is used .:os a ~uide in this House 

Parliamentary Proced•Jre. 

HR.SHALL\JOOD: Mr. Speaker, the House of Assembly since Confederation has met for 

in each of 21 years, this is noH the tl~enty-first year, since Confederation. Of 

the tlventy-one years Interim Supply has been sought in fourteen years, fourteen 

sessions. Last year, I believe the year before, this makes the fourteenth year 

in the twenty-one years in which Interim Supply has been sought of the House 

through Com.-nittee of Supply. The reason always is that the Government fearing 

that it may not be able to bring the budget down together ~>ith the estial!ltes of 

expenditure for the coming year in time for the beginning of the coming year 1-1hicii 

is April 1, frequently brings in a request for Interim Supply. I have never 

known Tequest to come for less than t~e•o months supply. It h:1s been three and 

sometimes four months, but this year it is t-.o, Lt h2..,: Eev.:r ~ .. c''"n less than t,yo 

/I -'l 5-
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;nonths supply, Interim Supply. "ow we are r;oing to ll\ove tonorrow that the House 

of Assembly at its rising at 11 p.m. tomorrow shall adjourn ~ntil some date in 

the month of April. Tomorrot.; t>ill be the final sitting if the Government's 

motion for adjournment is accepted by ~ the House for some weeks. Five of the 

ministers are leaving Net>foundland on Hednesday night, leaving Gander on 

1\'ednesday night for Europe. ~·le ~rill be gene about a t•eek. There is Easter 

week and that is tt>O weeks. It might be said Your Honour that five ministers 

of the Crmm gone from the ~~ouse of Assembly the House could carry en and that 

of course is literally true, stric~ly true. But with the Leader of the House 

my hen. friend the President of the Counc'!.l, :·lini:ster of Justice going,uith 

the rremier going, and thre8 other ministers gain~ from the House it is the 

feelin[l of the Govern~ent that it would be a sound practise for the House to 

adjourn during that period. And as there is another Hoek, Holy Heek during 

"hich the House has alw:qs or normally adjourned, thnt is .:; fortnight, and tJhen 

the House does re-aasembl,1, there Hill not only be the r.liltter of the budget and 

the matter of the estimates of expendirure for the ensuing year the coming year 

but there will be other matters of greatest possible il:lportance to the Province. 

to cor..a before the House and so therefore ue come to the House today askinr; for 

Inter:!.n Supply as He have done on thirteen other ccc2s:!.ons since Confederation. 

I ilnd t·Te are asking for t'•':':"K•r:.ths suppl:r, enough to aarry the Government foncard 

for ttw months from April 1. 

The departmental breakdmm is not contained in the resolution now before 

Your Honour but it is contilined in a Bill t.;hich would be brought for:.,.ard 

immediately after the Committee disposes of the resolution. And the breakdtmn 

that is given is the nnrmal breakdm;•n it is exactly the sa1:1e, except in th~ 

figure, the figures opposite each department, it is exactly the ~arne as haa 

been done year in year out for thirteen years before this year. No variation 

no difference whatsoever. Furthermore }!r. Speaker, never has Interim Supply 

been requested in this House never, before Confederation or since Confederation~ 

Never in the histo~y of this House .has interim supply been sought, ~fter the 

estimates tvere tabled, always interim supply is sought before the esti::><~. tes 

are tabled and there is a reason for that. The reason being this that the 

prilctise in this House has always been to bring dmm the budf;et speech and 

the estimates at the same time. In other Houses estir.~ates are tabled 

substilntially in advance of the date of the bud~et speech. But not so in 

.. 
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this House our long established practise in this House is to bring dotm the 

Budget Speech and the Estimates of eY.:penditure in the one day .Hhen the !1iniste:r 

of Finance, 'l''ho I regret had been called out tJE the Cha!:'ber with other ministers 

to meet with Canada's President of the Treasury Board, the Ron. C.H. Drury, 

who with these ministers is now holding a conference on the floor belot~ 

dealing l·;ith :Lmportant matters affect:i,.ng this Province. The Hinister of 

Finance '~hen he delivers his budget speech then moves that the House go into 

Committee of Supply, Hr. Speaker leaves the Chair, the Deputy Speaker takes 

the Chair of Committee and then the Hinister of Finance tables the estimates 

so that both come in the same day, the Budget speech and the estimates, and by 

then ancl l'ell before then interitl supply has been requested and granted, if 

there is interim supply. lfuere the budget speech can be brour;ht dolm and 

the estimates for the coming year tabled before the beginning of the financial 

year there is then naturally no interim supply, none is needed. 

granted 

The money is 

. -- ........... -- -----~ 
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granted on the esti~mtes c.nd on the budr;ct speech. l·it!ere there ls any doubt 

that the budget speech and the esti!:'.atcs c:m be brou~ht dm·m and considerad 

by tl1e House before the beginning of the Financial Year, Interim Su?ply is 

the only tmy of getting sufficient ~oncy tc keep the Government going until 

the bud~et is brought down, and until the es tirnates are brought dotm. ~Jot-7, 

Sir, I am only describing the situation as it has always been in this House. 

I 
I an not suggesting that we depart, that t<e innovate, that we introduce sorr.ething 

new, I . am u:erely describing t~hat has ah1ays been our practice in this !louse. 

I want also, Hr. Chairm:.n, to dratv your attention to the fact that 

Interim Supply is commonly sought in the Parliament of Canada. And Interim 

Supply is cor..monly sought also in the House of Co=ons at h'estmir.ster, and 

Interim Supply is coT:Omonly sought in parlial:'.entary bodies tl1rou[;hout the 

British Common'W'ealth and Empire, wherever elective 2.S<eT.blies e':ist. In 

Ottat·7a, they frequently ask for Interim Supply. And I remember one yea r 

under the Premiership of the l'.ight l'ononro.ble John G. Diefenbaker, I remember 

on" year . un.:~r his Premiership of Canada, they Here ·asl:ing for t~·Telve r.:onths 
not 

supply, and got it Hithout a budget speech and •.oJithout estir.mtes, well/without 

esti~ates but without: the bud r:et speech , ••ithout any attempt on the part of 

the Hinis ter . of Finance to e:r.pl~in ·,:here the money was coming from, or hoH 

he proposed to raise it or/and t·Iithout any e:·:planation:·>·lhatsoever of hotl he 

i .. t 
proposed to find/the twelve months, Hr. Chairman, t u elve r.:onths Interim 

Supply •~as requested, and granted by Parliament, the full amount. Nor:nally 

twelve !l'.onths supply is not requested as Interim Supply, normally three or 

four months or may be four or five ;:-,onths Interim Supply t·mL•ld be request.,d, 

in our case, in our House, it is has been t~1o, three ar.d sor:>e.times four months. 

At the present time, it is t•m months supply. And ~·re are quite confident 

that before the two months supply is granted, if granted · by this COI:'Jnittee and 

the House, followin~ the committee, if the supply is granted to the Government 

we are quite confident that before it is spent, the budget speech would be 

brought down, the estimates will be brought dot-m in this House, and the liouse 

given every conceiveable opportunity its heart can suggest, to debate every 

last individual item of e~:penditure, that is in the Corr.:nittee of Suppl~;, 

and to debate the bud~et speech in the re gular budc;et debate. The:ce will be 

every possible opportunity, but as \o.'e intend, to propose to the House tomorrow 

ni~ht adjournment until sonetime in early April, "'e are asking for this Interim 

i I 'i ,\-
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Supply and in so doing follov;ing the perfectly normal proc2dure of this House 

for over a hundred years .. 

!lR. llO~: The rr.otion that uas I!'.D.de by the han. member for St. John's \\'est 

that the Chairman leave the Chair "ithout repo::t, and that is now the question 

before the Corrmittee. 

NR. A. J. HDRPHY : Hr. Chairnan, speaking on that motion, I speak as one ~1ho 

has never been subject to party disclipine. I speak as one who had been 

seven years on this side of the House repeatin;; the same ar~?,uments over and 

over again. So I do not think there is any inference in the hon. Hinister 

of Education remarks, about the merr.ber of St. John's Hest that applies to me. 

Nov1 I am berinning to, Cln:On?. other thincs, consider this Government 

as a Government in a hurry. People 1-lill recall >o:hen this House of Assembly 

opened a fe;., l<eeks betel~. we had to meet afternoon, and ni p,ht, there was so 

much to be done, the people of the rrovince excepted us to be here. the)• 

were paying us to be here . On the official announcement on radio station 

V.O.C.f!. this morning, I presume it 'Oras official, I heard the Pre:nier say 

that: the !louse may adjourn. NoH it has been confir:;;ed here this afternoon 

that ~·7e are going to adjourn for three wee1:s, heceuse the Premier, and I thin~ 

four cabincot ministers, 2-nd I do not knm·." ~'ho else, have to r,o to England 

for this signing of this docur.1ent. It still ler.ves t~;oenty-five nenbcrs on 

the other side of the house. They have a comfortable majority. 

Today v.'e brinr in this S<1pply Bill, the first motion r.wcie,and perhaps, 

people, I think all memhers are pretty well Lrwiliar Hith it, the first motion 

made that the Rules of the House be sus,ended. Nm.r this in essence mec.~s 

that to introduce a Bill in this l{ouse; l·."e eive it first readinp. on one day. 

The second day it is given second reading, anu then we ;:;o into com;;>ittee on it. 

In otherwords, it is a three day effort just about, am I right in this Hr. 

Chairman? Basically, I thinl~ I am right. 

But 1./e bring in this Bill to grant the Government or the Queen 

$61 million. Now basically we could have a couple of ciays perhaps to r.o 

into this thing, but no, t, e cannot do this. This all mu"t be discussed this 

very r.1oment in this Eouse nnd for the next feH rdnutes or hours or Fhatever 

the case may be. 

t·.'hat is all the hurry? I h;we asked this on so rr..:my tlme" nnu I h.:~ve 

yet to ret a satisfactory ans,·:er. h'by \ole have been driven on this sid~ in 

/1 +'/ 
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the passed tHo IJeeks? Afternoon and nip._ht in the House, and in the morning tryin~ 

to do a bit of ~mrk to prepare for it. He are r;rantinp; approximately three months 

supply to the Government, $61 nillion, and these are millions, not tho~sands, 

not hundreds, these are S61 millions. I asked the hon. Ninister of Finance on 

Orders of the Day, when the budget ~~as expected to be brought down with the 

estimates? He will be ad,!ised, we ;1ill be advised, no not next week or next 

month or something else. 

On February 6th. there ~<as a quotation, attributed to the Prer.~ier from 

one of the daily papers, ''Premier Sro<:.llwood says, he does not kno~·7 'When the 

budget will be brought dm<'n in the House of Assembly, but predicted that it 

might be around the ~r.iddlf"_Of }larch. All government departments have 

completed their estir;:ates of revenue expenditure, and the esti:~:ates are now 

in the hands of the Provincial Cabinet." NoH this was a TI'Onth, just about 

over a month ar,o. All these estir:v)tes have been submitted, aJ1d are in the 

hands of the Cabinet. 

Now, I t·1ould suggest that it r.Jould have been far better for this 

House of Assembly to haye one sessi0n a day to give these Cabinet Hinisters 

a chance to pr~pare the budget, "hich is after all the guts, if you lil~e, of 

this Province, the money \·:re have, H~re are \le roing to spend it? h"ne;:c are 

we 80ing to r:et it? I think this is Hhat tJe all operate en, if we have no 

money to spend on public services, He must give up public services. I have 

heard state!l'.ents through the pass~} couple of \·.'eeks. The hon. l!inister of 

Health says, he is going: to give a $100 thous<;nd to Grand Falls for somethinz 

that happened in the hospital out there, defect in the hcatinf, syste~; The
1 

hon. the Hinister of Education says there is $500·,000 for t\1e hi gh school 

education, and if these thinrs have all been said, we do not knm, , Hr. 

Chairman, until the estimates are brought dmm, and '.<'e can just r.et a chance 

to go into them to see where these dollars are being spent aad ' in ''= • . ..-isdom 

on this side. And in the interest of the people of Kevfoundland, He think these 

monies should not be expended, we have to vote against them, this is our fizht. 

Now today as I say, we are asked not to consider it today, and perhaps 

we can talk about it tor.~orrow and then vote on it the next day, no. This very 

day, tJe must vote to give the Govern!!lent $61 million. 

l·:ho said that? l-lho said that? 

}!R. ~!URPHY: There will be a Bill introduced. -----
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HR. SHALLIWOD: J./ho said that? Besides the hon. gentleMan that this day 

we must do that. Hho said that? 

HR. HURPHY: There will be a Bill introduced? -----
HR. SNALLIWOD: But, tvho said that? Besides that gentleman that this day 

we must do that. ~~o said that? 

HR. HUREHY: All right the debate continues, well why suspend the rules. 

}:ffi. Sl1ALLHOOD: The debate can go on all day to day, and all day tomorrow, 

and all day and all night tomorrot·l night. 

MR. HURPHY: Now if I can continue, I will accept that. I will accept that, 

but as I say, this Resolution and the Bill, I presume, will have to be done in 

just the one period of time without first, second and third reading so on and 

so forth, it must be all put through at the one session. 

So, Hr. Chairman as I said earlier, the seven years that I have 

been in the House, we have always questioned the right of Government particularly 
are 

where we/only have three weeks away from the end of our Fiscal Year, the 

Fiscal Year ends at the end of }!arch. And by that time we should have had our 

estit:~ates down and our budget looked at. But, this Government bas never, I 

will not. say never, very seldom met early enough in the year to give this 

House a chance to really consider these matters, which are very vital matters. 

These are the Millions, and millions, and millions of dollars that have been 

spent. 

So, I,}!r. Chainun, I can only support the motion as su!:mitted by 

the hon. member for St. John's \vest, because it is not anything different that 

we have been arguing in the passed number of years, I think, it has been 

brought in for fourteen years. I think you will find if you want to check 

the records, that for fourteen years, the official opposition has still been 

raising the same questions, that let us have our estimates, let us have our 

budget, and then we can pass the thing, so as we can know what tve are voting 

these monies for. 
I 

~m. H. R. V. EARLE: Nr. Chairman, there are just a couple of points I would 

wish to raise in this discussion. The fact, that today twenty-two days before 

the commencement of the New Year, we are being asked to vote Interim Supplies, 

it seems to me all together too far ahead, and in so doing there has been no 

indication given us that the estimates are ready. It is true it happened other 

years, because I was a member on the other side of the House. Last year I was 

particularly familiar with it, because I tvas Hinister of Finance. And at the 

time Interim Supply was requested estimates were just about ready, if not 

II 5-/ 
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completely ready, which made of co~rse a considerable difference because they 

could be produced at any moment. 

Also, there is another very fundamental point, this happened last year 

also, the supplementary supply could nor~~lly pass far the current year, the 

year in which we are before Interim Supply was as~ed for. Last year that did 

not happen, Interim Supply was requested before supplementary supply was 

passed. In othen~ords, you are asking for money for next year, before you 

know what you have spend in the current year. Hell, last year this was 

approved and agreed to, because supplementary supply was also ready, and 

was brought down in a few days of Interim Supply. Now, ti'e have had no indication 

yet of supplementary supply or what it is likely to be or when it is likely to 
is 

be brought into this !louse. And I think in fairness, this/infor~3tion this 

House is entitled to, that members should have some indication of supplementary 

supply, befoEe they vote on Interim Supply. 

HP.:_!_~f;LEX _!-l_I_9!JC.\N: Hr. Chairman, in support of the notion the hen. rr,ember 

for St. John's Hest, the request for Interim Supply which is not unusual to 

this hen. J:ouse, nor is it something that is peculiar to it. Ra.ther it is a 

r~quest that you .,,ill find in most parliaments brou!lht about generally during 

the middle of the session, in most parlin.m~nts, ~lith the e:.::ception of this hen. 

House, because the Hause has been dilatory in passir.g the main estimrutes. And 

the significant thing ubaut it is this, that in rr.ost parliar.:ents according to 

the Government of Canada by Mc&:;:egorc Dawson," 1Vhen the 3upply Bill comes before 

the !louse, or when Interim Supply is sought in the Resolution that comes before 

it, it states categorically the percentage that is being sought, in the 

Parliament of Canada it will read $X millions being one-tt~elveth of the fund 

necessary for Parliament and Government to function during the ensuing Fiscal 

Year". 

I 

Insofar as this present .. Resolution is concerned, there is no indication 

other than an indication that is now been given by the hen. the Premier, but none 

in the Resolution itself, as to the period that this covers. \ole have been told 

this afternoon for the first time that it covers a period of t~v-o months. But 

this is simply an expression of opinion, ~le do not know if it is two months, or 

three months. It does not follow the accepted Parliament Procedure of saying 

this House is asked to vote $10 million or $60 million being one-twelveth of 

that re1:1uired by Her Hajesty's Government to function. I Is- 2 
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And this right, :-1r. Speaker, of granting Interim Supply is one that 

is not treated very light}.y, and is not one that Parliaments have passed with 

a great deal of enthusiasm and a great deal frequency. In fact, most 

authorities on Parliamentary Procedure _indicate that because of the obvious 

necessity and to quote your words, Mr. Ghairman, ''the right for the members 

of the House in their supremacy over the ~overnment to control the purse strings 

that when there is an immediate need for funds, the opposition is placed in 

a position where it can state the terms on which this urgency supply will 

be granted. 

And, Mr. Speaker, we are being asked in this Resolution to simply 

vote $61 million without the slightest indication other than in the Bill to 

follovT, as to what each department requires. 

-- -- -·· -~= ·· 
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~ !R. HICK:lAN: Hr. Speaker, if we are going to do this, if He are going 

to he asked to pass Supply twenty-two days hefore the end of the _fiscal 

year. I think that we can be pardoned on this side of the House if He 

look upon this with some concern, because you <~ill recall Mr. Speaker, 

that either before or just after the commencement of this Session in 

statements made by Ninisters of the Crmm, <<e '"'ere to have the lludget 

brought do<m in the very near future. \{e have no<~ been in Session since 

the middle of February, and up until no1-1 the logical assumotion that has 

been made by the oeorle of this Province, narticularly people ,.,hose very 

welfare denend uoon the bringing dmm of the Rudget. The Budget <.Jill 

be brought do<m very quickly and very early in Harch. 

Hell ~!r. Speaker vJe nm~ hear for the first time that there Hill be 

no Rudr,et brought dm·m before the end of t!-tis fiscal year. Indeed vre no<-7 

learn for the first time that this hon. House is goin~ to he asked on 

tomorrm~ to adjourn until sometime in A nril. This means no Budget before 

the end of this fiscal year. This means no provision to meet the demands 

of certain public s~rvants, such as hospital <~orkers in this Province, 

before the end of this year. 

Nm~ Nr. Speaker, I say that the Onposi tion is only doing its duty if 

on a Resolution such as this, or on a Hotion that is r.resently before the 

House, it refuses to simply go along <Jith the t;overnment' s request that 

this Bill now be nassed. !lecause :1r. SPeaker, if I may refer to some 

statements on this very matter that have been made, no one can accuse me 

of being unbiased in this or partisan, becrluse I very briefly refer to 

statements by three party leaders in Canada. 

When public finances are involved, said ~r. R. B. Bennett, it is the 

duty of every member of the Opposition to endeavour to show '"hether the 

country F;Ot the F;reatest value possible . for its money. !·!embers may demand 

information in great detail and can hold up the Estimates until the desired 

material is produced. In 1931 the Liberal Opposition refused to pass 

Estimates until certain contracts had been nlaced before and examined by 

the Committee. Nr. M. J. Cald,.ell has stated the nosition of the private 

member in strong hut exaggerated terms. Quote "There is one place and 

one place only in this Parliament where private members are supreme, 

//.)t; 

' 
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namely in Supply !vhen discussing the Estim~tes. This is His ~!a;esty's 

purse and the age-old right of members of Parliament is to decide to 

what extent His Hajesty's purse shall be filled. This is what we are 

doing no1J, and I certainly wish to protest against any precedent , being 

established that would curtail the right of this Parliament to discuss 

any matters in connection with the administration of the Ministers' deoartment. 

True it is Nr. Speaker, that in this hon. House, Interim Sunply has 

been asked for on occasions when the main Estimates have not been tabled. 

But I submit Mr. Chairman that that does not make it right, because that 

Mr. Chairman is surely takin»: aHay from the members of this !louse-the 

right to question every item of Estimate, ever; item of Expenditure, hefore 

!Je decide in this hon. House to fill Her Hajesty' s purse. /md that i.s 

precisely what He are heing asked to do in this Resolution. 

There is nothing in th~.s Resolution, nothing in the Rill Hhich ~7111 

follow the r-esolution to give any details as to hov1 each department v1iU 

spend the monies that we are now being asked to vote. Nor indeed is 

there any firm categorical statement in this Resolution which will have 

the effect of making it bindinp. on this House as to whether v.•e are voting 

for one-tvelvth of the monies required for lhe 'next fiscal year, or Hhether 

we are voting for one-third or one-quarter or a half or !·;hat it is. 

l~e have had simn ly one indication from the Leader of the r.overnm~nt 

that this constitutes t1m months Interim Sunnlv. ~!r. Chairman. i.f this 

Bill is nm• o"!ssed. then surely the Governm•mt Hill have to ans1·1er. to 

this House no!J and re;o.sonably satisfv this Fouse. as to ,.,11y three 1veeks 

ago, or a month ago, the Bud~et for the fiscal year 1970-71 Has iust a 

short time aHay. It will certainly have to ans1ver to the public servants 

of this Province as to ~Yhy thev too will have to wait until after April 

for the bringing down of the Rudp.et. And more than that, the Opposition 

'.olill certainly be called upon to anstver to the people if they allo!Y this 

type of expenditure to take place ~Yithout trvinp, at least to insist upon 

this House beinp, furnished Pith the details in far more narticularity th;m 

He find it before us today. And for that reason I ~ttoPort ~!r. C:hairm!l.n, 

the ~ ration of the hon. the memher for St. John's \vest. 

~!R. Sc:ALLIYOOn: Hr. Speaker, I announce 1Jith deen regret the death a fP.H 

minutes ar.o of ~:rs. Lillian R<1rbour, widO!J of the 1 ate r.antain Kev Bnr.bour 

I/ j·- s-
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and mother of our member of the House for the district of Bonavista South. 

I am sure that our hearts go out to the han. member for Donavista 

South on the death of his mother. He has beer. called a~o.•ay from the 

Chamber and I am sure our hearts go t~ith him. 

}{r. Speaker, I have no comment to make on the remarks of the han. 

gentleman Hho just sat down except to say that for three years he voted 
is 

for this very thing that he now opposing as a matter of great and oroj:ound 

principle. He has suddenlv discovered great principles that he did not 

notice the past years. The hon. ~entleman lvho ore ceded him, the present 

han. member for Fortune Bay is the very hon. gentleman Hho last year moved 

the very motion for Interim Suoply and he has this year suddenly discovered 

some nefarious something or other about it that he had not noticed in 

earlier years. But it is amazing tvhat twentv odd feet difference will 

make. Hen sit here, here they are slaves, they are party disciolin~. 

Over there they have no party disciuline. The uarty discipline is only 

over here. This may explain tvhy we' are still over here, and they are 

over there. l~e do have a party. h'<> do have narty discipline, and He do 

try to have loyalty to our oarty, so as to have strong Governuent, strong 

government. And t h ey do not huve oarty discipline over there, and that 

is perhaos why they are over there. 

Hr. Speaker. the situation is really abundantly clear, Hhe ther tve are 

right or tvrong, Fhether it ought to be so, or ought not to be so, ,,,hatever 

is rip,ht or 1vrong, 10hatever oup;ht oD • ought not to be so, 1vhatever is 

ri ght or wrong, whatever ou~• t or ought not to be so, t he fact , the fact 

is, that there is to be no Budget until next month. That is the fact, 

which means, because we lvill not be ready to bring it down. He are still 

as of this moment the Cabinet, not at this moment, because at this moment 

we are here in the Chamber, but the Cabinet are still dealing with the . 

Budget, still dealing with the question of Civil Service salaries. Salaries 

for nurses, salaries for hosnital workers, salaries for policemen, salaries 

for firemen, salaries for tvardens in the Penitentiary. The Government 

are still goinR over that a gain and again. We have done endless exercises 

to see how much money lve can find to pay increases, and so we are not, 

I repeat not ready to bring the Bud~<'>t dmm Mr. Chairman, 1~e a.re not ready. 
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Now whatever maybe said about that, it cannot be denied, it can be 

denounced, it can be condemned by anyone lvho has the wit or the voice 

to do it. And so be it, let them condemn it, but they cannot deny it. 

It is a fact that we are not going to bring the Budget down in 1vhat is 

left of the present financial year., because it is not ready. And we are 

not going to bring it down until sometime after the ne1v year begins. 

Now Sir, that being so, when the first day of Anril arrives - if we 

do- .not have Interim Supply, we cannot spend one dollar legally, it is 

unlawful for the Government to spend a dollar which has not been voted 

by this House. That is why we are asking the House not to vote the full 

year 1 s supply, but two months supply. That is all. He have done it thirteen 

other years. This is the fourteenth year out of twenty-one. 

Suddenly someone has discovered that it is nefarious, it is abominable, 

it is everythinf!; short of criminal, and the sar.te hon. gentlemen t-rho now 

find it to be so reprehensible a thing, year i.n and year out voted for it 
I 

when they lvere .?laves. Now they are free men, they can see straight and 

they can reason straight, and they can be honourable, and they can be 

decent, and they can be statesmen, but I.Jhereas before they crossed the 

floor they were slaves, slaves 1dth the •~hin and the lash, lashing them 

in the hacks, and the great 1-relts coming on their backs, and ahle to sleen 

exce~t on their bellies, could not turn over on their backs, because of 

the welts of the slavery of party discipline. 

Nmv the hon. gentlemen across kno~1 how true that ill. They knmv hm-1 

true it is that they ~<ere slaves, and they know hm• untrue it is. So ~lr. 

Speaker, I am only ans~<ering the points that 1-1ere made. If the hon. 

gentlemen make points I suppose it is in order for me to answer them. No? 

lolell if they make points, if they make debating points -

MR. CROSBIE: Hr. Chairman, on a point of order. lolhen I was answering a 

question asked by the Hon. the Minister of Education, the hon. the Premier 

was very quickly on his feet to cite the rule of relevancy, and now my 

point of order is this Mr. Speaker, that the Premier as he is so often been 

irrelevant, as the hon. gentleman has been so often, irrelevant and should 

be kept to the point. 

MR. HURPHY: I wish to join with the hon. the Premier in our expression of 

. : 
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sympathy to the han. member for Ronavista South, and I Hould like on behalf 

of all of us to sav how sorry we are on the death of his mother. 

HR. CROSRIE: Before the han. Chairman puts the Hotion I would like to 

join first in the expression of our sympathy to the han. member for 

Bonavista South on the death of his mother, and we are all sorry of course 

that this has happened, and that the han. member has had to leave the 

House. 

Mr. Chairman, just before you put that Motion. It is an awfully poor 

argument Hr. Chairman, that if something has been done even for one 

hundred years, or it has been done for thirteen times before, or if it 

has been done twenty-five thousand times before, that because a government 

was able to do and get away with something for thirteen years or tHenty 

years or one hundred years, that that practice should be continued. 

And the fact is Mr. Chairman that whether or not this Government has been 

able to ramrod Interim Su'[>ply throuf!;h this House of Assembly in previous 

years in this fashion, it should not be the practice any lonp.er. Nmv Nr. 

Chairman, there is no point in the han. the Premier or any han. gentlemen 

ooposite raising his hue and cry, that if we do not oass Interim Supoly 

there ~;ill not be a cent to pay ottt of the Treasury on Anril 1. 

Every member of this han. House and every member of the oublic is 

quite aware that the Government has sufficient votes on this side of 

the House to pass this any 1vay they 1vish to have it passed. That does not 

gainsay the fact Hr. Speaker, that if the Government comes to this House 

of Assembly looking for Interim Suoply they should do it jlronerly. h'e 

should not be pressed to accept it any way the Government wishes to do it, 

because somebody may not be paid on April 1, 1-1hich is fiction, they are 

going to be paid anyway, the Government has the votes to do it. 

The Government is not asking this House to pass Interim Supply properly. 

The Government is refusing to give this House information as to hm.; that 

$61.million is to be spent. And Hr • chairman I pointed t b f it au e ore, 

is the practice in the House of Commons at Otta~Va. 

In the House of Commons in the United Kingdom, which the han. Premier 
~'\At 

cites so often 1vhen it is on his of an argument, that the Estimates are 

given to the House - the next year's Estimates are given to the House 

before they are asked to vote Interim Suuoly. And as the han. member for 

Burin oointed out, they are told 1vhat uercentage of the next year's Estimates 

1/s-J-' 
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it is . Now Nr . Chairman, a nother point. The s lavery ooint. the j!reat 

slavery point . t•'hite s l avery point . ~!r. Chairman, this question of 

how tne Government was ; oinp, to 1!0 about ettin~ Interim Supnly was never 

discuss·ed before me while I was a member of the Government. I was never 

consulted about it, never asked about it, never asked to ~ive an ooinion 

about it. So t hat if any matter came up be f ore the House, the 1~ay i t t4as 

done, it was done by the Government. You e i ther had to vote for or a gainst 

it in the House. So much for this nonsense. 

. -- .. ··- - ·-- .. --:; 
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this nons~~se. 1</e knot~, Mr. Chairman, who is in charge on the other side 

of the House from our own experience there, and it is not a question of 

whether people on the other side are slaves or non-slaves. It is a question 

that certain; a certain party, Mr, . Chairman, is in control. 

MR. SPEAKER (NOEL): The hon. gentleman is not~ getting into something 

objected to a short while ago. 

MR. CROSBIE: Very good, Mr. Chairman. The question. The issue before the 

Chair, no matter how anyone in this House, Hr. Chairman, whatever stand they 

took in this matter before, this is now a fresh issue. There is a right way 

of doing it and a wrong t>ay and the way the Government approaches it in the 

wrong way. It is the arrogance of a Government ttventy-one years in pm•er. 

Refusing. It is all on a par. Refusing to answer questions informatively. 

Refusing to appoint a public accounts committee. Refusing to give certain 

members proper facilities. Refusing to bring the estimates dot-m. 

The hon. the Premier, himself, being quoted by the hon. the Leader of 

the Opposition as stating in the Press several weeks ago, that the estimates 

of expenditure for next year are ready. The estimates do not have to be 

brought dmm with the budget; Hr. Chairman. It is the practice at Ottawa 

to table the estimates long before the budget is brought dotvn, or certainly 

before it is brought down. It has been done that \>ay. There is no natural 

law that estimates must be brought into the House only <Vhen the budget is 

brought do<Vn. 

So, the Government can table the estimates for next year. The Govern

ment has had months and months to cansider what it is going to do ahouc Civil 

Service salaries, <Vhat it is going to do ahout hospital workers' salaries, 

what it is going to do about the police salaries, what it is going to do 

about fi~ salaries, what it is going to do about the salaries of 

everyone in the Government service and that is no't' what is delaying this 

budget now. 

I think it t>as Marie Antoinette said, ''Let them eat cake". '?And the 

hon. Premier tells us there will be no budget in Harch; let them condemn 

it. It 

.. - ··--- - l 



is the same kind of attitude, :·!r. Chairman. Harie Antoinette lost her aead 

and the hon. Premier may very well lose something, too, in the next fer,; months 

when he calls it if he continues this attitude. Let them condemn it. 

Never consulted about this r.1atter. $51 million, ~'r. Chairr;1an. Now, today, 

:.Ir. Chairman, this afternoon, ~•e are told that this han. House is going to 

adjourn tomorrm• until April. \·1e are told that, after being pressed for t'·ro 

weeks, afternoon and night, after being met with sneers by the han. the :rinister 

of 1-:ines, Agriculture and Resources that we were filibustering and holding up 

the business of the House, "hat do we nm• discover? That the liouse is go~.ng to 

adjourn tomarrow for tKo or three lveeks. THo ~•eeks, until April. 

l·!e are not getting, l:r. Chainnan, information. h'e cannot r.et it on 

Come by Chance. ';!e cannot get it on E'RCO. \·.'e cannot get infornatian on 

:·eel ville. Doctlfilents not even tabled as they should be. Public accounts and 

,,,e are r.,et uith this tired old argument that no'' becomes such .. a freauent 

argument in this l!ouse. 

He got m-my ldth it, the argurt'ent is. l<hat are you hon. gentlemen doinv, 

opposite? You sillY'•illies. You nit-pickers. l~e cot away lJith this for 

tvJenty-one years and no,.· you are startinr. to talk about it. That is not ~uch 

of an arfu!:lent, ?!r. Chairman.- The fact~ that the hon. r:entlernen opposite Pere 

able to get al·:ay ,,•ith this kind of hi)l:h-handed tactics for the last twenty years 

does not mean that it is ri~ht for it to continue. 

HR CHAir,; ;f,N: Order please! The rule of relevancy here is just about gone. 

The motion is that the Chairman leave the Chair <lithout Report. 1\nd I do 

not think this is the occasion for a ldde-ranginf; debate at all. Anythinp; 

like that should come on the other motion. 

nR CROSiliE: Hell taken, l!r. Chairman. So I will finish my remarks by 

stating that our request to the Govermr,ent is a reasonable one. He want 

time to consider this matter. lve want and •~e request that 1<e be given the 

estimates for next year, so that we can study them durinr; the adjournment, 

If the House is going to adjourn, we should have these estimates to study 

during the adjournment and we should certainly have them before we are asked 

to vote on the $61 million. He should be told Hhat the percentage of the 

estimates for next year is; and this 1,•hole procedure should be chanr,ed. 

//6/ 
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HR. J.R. Sl-'ALU!OOD:(PRE!HER): Hr. Chainnan, I repeat that the estimates are ·. 

not ready. Now, either I am a dirty foul liar, or the han. gentleman across.--

HR. H. HURPHY (LEADER OF Tl!E OPPOSITIO:·I) : The hen. Premier has already spoken 

in the debate. 

MR. SHALLHOOD: I will speak ten times more if it is my wish, and so nay every 

hen. member of the House. There is no lim~t to the number of times. 

HR- CROIIBIE: On a point of order, Hr. Chairman, I never said that the Premier 

said that the estimates were ready - quoted in the newspapers that the estimates 

were ready. Hhat the Premier said before was that the budget lvas not ready • 

HR. SHALUIOOD: \-/here is the point of order, }fr. Speaker? That is just debating. 

That is not a point of order. I did not say that he said that I said. I did 

not say it. I repeat that the estimates are not ready. Now, can I make English 

any clearer than that, Your Honour? Because we are still struggling 1dth the 

question of what increases ue •~ill give to the hospital workers, to the nurses, 

to the Civil Servants, to the police, to the penitentiary •>ardens, and to 

other employees of the Government. Naturally He v1ant to F:ive the largest 

increases that we are able, financially, to do. Naturally. Inevitably. 

Logically. h'e are trying to give the largest increases that we are financially 

capable of giving and so v7e are goinr, over and over and we are getting our 

servants, that is the officials, to go over and over and over the exercises. 

i:VOttld 
\·;hat 1vould it cost if we did this? Hell, they/spend a day doing that. 

They bring the results. h'e look at them in the Cabtnet. Then, He say, '·'ell 

nm• v1e ••ill try thts. Suppose we did that, what vrould it cost? And so 

af!ain and again, the exercise is being done and ,,-e sttll have not got our 

estimates ready. They are not ready, llr. Chainnan. They are not ready. 

Therefore, they cannot be tabled. Therefl!lre they will not be tabled 

until the House reassembles in April. Nm<T, it is as simple as that. l-Ie 

are told by the han. gentleman who just sat do1m that we are asked, the 

committee aMe asked and later, the House will be asked to vote this money. 

to the Government without having any information as to what the money is 

for. 

Now, if I were to attempt to speak in Committee of Supply, on a bill 

which is not before the committee, Your Honour, would very properly rule me 

out of order. But, there is a bill, Your Honour. The committee at the 

moment is discussing a resolution.· Here is the resolution. That is all 

there is before the committee. That is all Your Honour will allow to be 

discussed at this moment. The committee is met on this resolution. /I b 2 

.... 
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Be it resolved, so and so, that it is expedient to introduce a measure 

and the measure is this: a bill. This is the resolution, that it is exped

ient to introduce a measure to provide for granting to Her Majesty for 

defraying certain expenses of the public service for the financial year 

ending the 31 day of March, 1971, the initial sum, initial sum, of $61.618 

million and then if the committee passes that resolution, the committee will 

rise. 

Mr. Speaker will go back in the Chair, and you, Your Ho,nour, will report 

to Mr. Speaker that the committee have considered the matter to them referred 

and passes the same. Then,, the question of a bill with the details will 

come on immediately after and this would~presumably~go in the committee 

where, if I ,.1ere allowed, by Your Honour, I could describe right nm~; the 

breakC.mm of the $61 million. 

It is not just a lump sum of $61 million. That is what is in the 

resolution, but in the bills that follow, there is a breakdown by Departments 

and while I am not allowed to discuss/i~d I do not intend to try to discuss 

it.at this stage, this ,.;ill come if the bill comes before the committee. I 

,.muld then point out that $16 million of that is for education to pay ::eachers' 

salaries. 

I Hauld point out that - $19 million of it is for Public i-Jelfare. 

HR. CROSBIE: On a point of order, }1r. Speaker. This should come before 

the House and should be debated then. 

MR. Sl1ALLHOOD: Ah, that Parliamentarian! That profound and experienced 

Parliamentarian ~~ho is trying to prove, who is trying to prove to the House 

what a magri.ificent Premier he would be, although he got squashed and squelched 

in the Leadership Convention. 

MR. CROSBIE: You are the greatest squasher in the Province. 

MR. SMALLHOOD: I squashed the han. gentleman pretty effectively. He has 

never got over it and he never will. 

MR. CROSBIE: The han. gentleman is a great licker. 

HR. SHALL WOOD: He will never get over it. He will never, never. He will 

never get over it. 

Hr. Speaker, Hr. Chairman, 1-1e can go on debating this until 6:00, and 

we will adjourn then until 8:00 and we can go on from 8::.00 to 11:00 and we 

/l!3 
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can go on again at 3:00 tomorrow and keep it until 6:00. We can have a 

thorough going debate. Let it not be said that tve are trying to throttle 

debate. I can speak as frequently as I like and so can any han. member of 

this House in committee. There is no limit to the number of times. There 

is only a limit to the amount of time that any hon. member may take in 

any one speech. That is the only limitation there is. So, let us have a 

thorough going debate on this at the moment we are debating that Your Honour 

leave the Chair and tve do our business. 

So, let us have a discussion on whether Your Honour should leave the 

Chair and then after the discussion is thoroughly completed, then let us 

put it to a vote and see what happens. 

MR. HICKEY: There are a couple of questions I wanted to raise. First of all, 

may I say, Sir, that I feel I have to vote against, vote in favour of the 

motion made by the member for St. John's Hest. ' Hy colleague, the member for 

Fortune raised a point of supplementary supply. I think this is a very 

important point. It is rather strange tvhy we are asked for interim supply, 

when He do not even know tvhat the financial state of the Government is for 

the present fiscal year. 

Hr. Chairman, another in-teresting point is that if this resolution 

should pass, .I feel sure that there ilre enough han. gentlemen on the other 

side going to support that at will. 

There must obviously be the fear expressed that the Government can 

carry on, meeting its expenses for two, possibly three months, hm•ever long 

this amount of money of $61 million can covers. They need not bring dotvn 

tile budget or estimates. They may then come back to the House say at 

approximately June month and say, we lvould like interim supply again for 

another three months or two months or one month, whatever the case may be. 

This House may never sit again to discuss a budget for hmv many months? 

This could go on continuously. We are not told -we are not given any 

reasonable time as to tvhen the budget will be brought down or when the 

estimates will be tabled ana surely it must be obvious why the members on 

this side of the House 1vould not want this resolution to pass and it is 

rather difficult to understand uhy hon. members on the other side would 

not be somewhat concerned as to the possibility of this happening. 

/16 '-( 
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!:r. Speaker, there are a lot of people throur-hout the Province, I suppose 

all our people, but there are some people particu.larly interested in t h e 

budget this year. For that reason, Sir, I think the Government have the 

responsibility to bring this budget do~~ just as quickly as they possibly 

can . 

The thin& is that we are in one heck of a l1urry to get t his 

Resolution passed and to get this I:ill passed . l~e. are told that the House 

is gain,; to adjourn because the Premier and certain Cai>inet Hinisters 

are leaving fo r England. ~!r . Cllairman, some of our people <·rho are not 

too f amili ar <..-i t h politics nor the running of t he Province might ~e ll t h ink 

that this Bill is being passed so that t he Premier and his Cabinet Hinisters 

may take Supply to Her :-lajesty when they go to f.:1g land. 

It is all 

, . 
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It has almost gotten as bad as that. The rules of the House have been 

suspended in order to get this measure through and one begins to wonder 

just t>hat is the right. As some of my colleagueshav2 already pointed out, 

we have sat in this House in the afternoon and in the night to deal with 

the business that was to come before the House. He have quite a number of 

bills already distributed. One would have e~pected that we would work on 

those bills, meet in the afternoon and night and contir.ue to do so, so as 

to cle;ir up this very important work and now we are told that the House 

is to ·: be adjourned for ttvo or three t~eeks. 

Mr. Chairman, as I said earlier, I cannot understand hm; or why it is 

so i!!lportant that He approve this resolution. I think that the important 

~hing for the Government to do is to get as many people as necessary, t;orking 

on the estimates and to bring dmm the budget. And I feel sure that we are 

not going to go broke be t<reen now and the 31st of !·larch. 

Surely, }!r. Chairman, between nm·r and then, the budget can be brought 

down, the estimates distribute~ and t>hen we find out what condition we are 

in for the current fiscal year, then let us talk about interim supply for 

1970 - 1971. 

HR. STRICKLAim: Mr. Chairman., I wonder could/hirect a question to the 

Premier? I wonder can he assure the House that pay increases to be 

granted to Civil Servants, no matter what category they are in, and 

irrespective of the date the budget t.ras brought dmm in this Ho~._, 
-'·\ \ '< 'I 

he assure the House the pay increases will be retroactive t.c{~ril 1~ l 
f v " - · { 

j ~ ·:· • 'I 
HR. SHALLHOOD: Hr. Chairman, of course. Of cou.rse, t hey A~i). l ae .':.·;:no~ .--;i 
only these, but every category that I mentioned: hospita~ ~or~_!:.;~, : p~l_{c~, 

~~ I ·. <" 

firemen, wardens, civil servants; all employees of the GoV\(nment , .~~l 
~-

employees not of the Government would get their salaries from the 

Government, all increases will be retroactive as from April 1 regardless of 

the date of the budget. 

MR. CROSBIE: I would like to ask the hon. the Premier a question, too, 

before tle proceed. Could the hon, the Premier assure the House that if 

interim supply is passes, the House is going to meet in April? 

HR SMALLI·!OOD: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

MR ~ CI!AIRNA."'I: The Resolution is that the Chairman leave the Chair tdthout 

Report: Those in favour "Aye", Contrary, "~ay". I declare the motion lost. 

Shall the Resolution carry? 

HR HICKNAi11: Hhat are t~e doing now? lias the Chair ruled on the Division? 

/lt."(:. 
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11R CROSBIE: Pardon! Before the han. member cmmnences, what \~as your 

ruling, Mr. Chairman, on the vote. Can we have a recorded vote or - 1 

MR CHAIR}~N: No, we don't record it. The question before the Committee now 

is: "Shall the Resolution Carry?" 

MR HICIO!AN: Mr. Chairman, before you put the Question on the Resolution, 

during the course of this debate certain information has come to the 

attention of han. members for the first time. We now knm~ that (1) this 

hon. House will sit in April. That has been stated .categorically, de-

finitively, if ever any han. member should 1~elch on that he would be run 

out of the country. This is a clear, firn commitment; that hon. members 

of this House will sit and that a budget will be brought down in April -

given by the Leader of Her Hajesty 's Government, ,_ho has never been knotm 

to change his mind. 

So that, Hr. Chairman, another question obviously must come to the 

attention of han. r.tembers. lve have been told that the amount sought in 

this Resolution· covers supply for t1.-o months. That would be for the months 

of April and "lay. But, Hr. Chairman, the budget is goin3 to be brought down 

in April, so obviously Her Majesty's Governr.tent does not re'luire funds by 

way of interim supply for Hay. 

Haybe this fact was not knovn to hon. members on the Government Side 

until the han. the Premier made that announcement just a few minutes ago. 

And I presume that now that this is knmm to hon. members, now that they 

are fully aware of the fact that the budget 1;ill be brought dm-m in April, 

that therefore interim supply 1~ill not be needet.l for Hay, could not possibly 

be required for l!ay, could not possibly be spent in ~lay, then, Hr. Chairman, 

it is obvious that they are not going to depart completely from parliamentary 

tradition and completely throw at~ay the purse strings or cut them up and 

destroy them. Because, }!r. Chairman, it must be obvious to all han. members 

that interim supply is something that no government likes to ask for. It 

only asks for interim supply to meet the exigencies of a situation dictated 

by the very problem that the hon. the Premier has raised, the difficulty that 

he is experiencing with the servants of the Crmm in preparing next year's 

estimates and deciding just hm; much of an increase the public servants 11ill 

receive. 
II t: 'l 
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And this is the only reason for interir.t supply, ~fr. Speaker • It cannot 

be. It >~auld be impossible. It would be unthinkable that any Government 

>wuld ask for interim supply for the sole purpose of taking a~~ay at all, 

any of the rights of Parliament to control the purse, but rather it is 

because through no fault of their o~m the public servants have been so 

busy, and so many questions have been asked of them that they just have not 

been able to find the time to prepare the main estimates. 

So, that is all settled. vie nm~ knm~ that the public servants will 

complete their >mrk by April. lie now kno.v that the budget will be brought 

dmm in April. He now know that interim supply is not requires for~_}•.ay. I 

repeat, ~1r. Speaker, interim supply is not required for Hay and obviously, 

when this resolution •~as prepared by the hon. the Minister of Finance on 

the advice of his colleagues, he was in error. 

Now, the han. the:·Premier has corrected that error. I therefore move, 

Mr. Speaker, seconded by the bon. the member for Fortune Bay, that the sum 

of $61,000,618.00 being the amount sought in the resolution, be reduced to 

$30,000,809.00, >vhich >vill cover interim supply for one month. 

MR. SMALLHOOD: Mr. Chairman, in April I thin!~, there are th:i:rty days. Is 

that right? Thirty days in the month of April and I have informed the 

House that the House >dll reconvene in the month of April. Now, if it 

reconvenes on Wednesday, the 29th of April, I will have kept my promise. 

The han. the member for Fortune Bay has just jumped to his feet and - of 

Burin has jumped to his feet and dra'Yn attention , dramatic and spectacular 

attention to the fact that I had said that I had said that the House would 

reassemble in the month of April and he says that if I do not do that, I 

.vould be run out of this country. I think he probably meant run out of 

this Province. 

Now, I agree, but I also point out to the committee that if the House 

meets on \~ednesday the 29th, or even Thursday the 30th of April, I will 

have kep~ my promise. 

I want also to invite the committee's attention to the fact that under 

the Election Act, twenty-one days between the proclamation and polling day, 

so we could have a General Elect~on in April month and after the General 

Election, the House could be called together, still keeping the promise tliat 

the House >Yill reassemble in April month. 

' .. -t 
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HR. HICK!-l~~: And bringing down the budget? 

MR. S~W..Ll-!OOD: And 1~e could bring down the budget. He could meet on the 

28th and bring the budget down on the --- He could bring the budget ---

meet on he 28th, bring the budget down on the 29th after the election 1<as 

over and we had come back 1dth a thumping big majority. 

Nm~, this can happen in April month with no promises broken, but there 

will not be the same personnel in here. Over there, lvill be a much thinner 

crowd and not the same faces. I believe there are t1vo over there that will 

come back. Tl•o will come back into this Chamber. T'ne rest, we will see no 

more, after the:· election in April or lvhenever the elecion is; whenever 

that election is. 

HR. HICKHAN: You have got to get by that committee at Port au Port. 

NR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, in the event that all of these desirable things 

l'lhich have just been announced do not come to pass. He are all very 

hopeful on this side of the !louse thnt they will, of course. There is 

still, on the 29th or ev·cn the 30th of April, an opportunity to bring do 1m 

the further request of interim supply, if it is required. 

Therefore, I support the l'lotion of my hon. colleague. 

HR. S~L\LLIIDOD: Surprise! Surprise! Surprise! Ile supports it. 

}JR. EARLE: Actually, there is plenty of time. He have, or we are nmv suggesting 

an amount of money lvl\ich will see this House, this Government through, the 

month of April. That is twenty- tlvo days nm·r to run in the old year and the 

full month of April. 

· r ·,think hon. Members on the other side, Hill realise that gives ample 

time for reconsideration of salary··votes or anything else that may be 

desirable in that time. 

This is only in the sense of 'red herring' to say that further time is 

needed at this stage. So, I suggest, Hr. Chairman, that we voc-e $30.800 

million, is it? 

NR. 'RICKHAN: 809 

}JR. EARLE: $R09,000.00 ($30.809 million) 

MR. CROSBIE: Hr. Chairman, I certainly support ~~hole-heartedly the motion 

moved by the hon. member for Burin. Not even subject to his Party~s 

discipline, I can see the good sense of it. The gentleman is a fountain of 

good sense, at the moment. 

Mr. Chairman, we understand on this side of the House, that the bon. 

I /6 'I 
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the Premier and four of his ministers arc going to Europe, later in the 

Heek, on important Government business and we sympathise ,.,i th the facT that 

their minds should be set at ease when they go, that they, they should, they 

want to feel that they have got tucked alvay in the Governmental budget 2 

wallet, the Governmental lvallet, two months supply of funds for lvhen they 

come ba!ok so that they can operate - the Government can operate here in 

this Province for April and :1ay without having to come back to face this 

House, 1dthout having to come back to listen to our questions or to listen 

to our points. 

On this side of the House, Mr. Chairman, l·le are reminded very frequently 

of the hon. the Premier's tremendous desire to "get rid of us. He is 

constantly talking about this election that might be coming. He is going 

to get a thumping big majority. l-iell, Hr. Chairman, I say that he is asking 

for a thumping big 1vhack of money, nmv, today, for us to vote blindly in this 

House, to vote as blindly as he hopes the voters lvill vote lvhen they get 

their chance in"the coming election. 

$61,618;000.-00 requested by the Government r.ontemptuously, with 

contempt. Let them eat cake. Give us the $61,618,000.00 or we are going 

to take it anyway. That is the attituee of the Government. "There 1vill be 

no budget in Harch. You cannot argue about it. You cannot deny it. You 

cannot support it, because it is a fact. 

A certain person says there Hill be no budget in l-!arch and no1v we are 

asked to vote $61.618 million. It is far more sensible, Hr. Chairman, for 

the Government to support this resolution, moved by private members in this 

House, that the amount be reduced to sufficiently cover one month's operation. 

So, that is arrogant Government. \!e 1vill have to come back to this 

House before the end of April, either to get further interim supply passed 

or to present a bud~et and we have been promised a budget in April. 

If there is an election intervening, Mr. Chairman, the hon. the Premier 

~~ill not be able to carry out his promise because he l'ill not be in a 

position to let - put down a budget, not having a majority of the members 

of this House after that supervening event. 

Hr. Chairman, ~~bile there has been a few jocular moments in this debate, 

in actual fact, the matter that 1-1e are discussing could not be more serious. 

Would it happen in any other Province that a Government can just expect to 

I I 7 [' 
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obtain from the neuse, t11enty percent of its budget in two daj's? There is 

a motion being made in this House that the rules be suspended tomorrow. 

That means that tomorrow the Government proposes to pass through all three 

stages, the bill, that is to follot·T this resolution, because the rules are 

going to be suspended to permit the Government to do that. The Government 

suspends the rules whenever the yovernment sees so fit to suspend them and 

the Government has a majority in this House that'·perrlits it to do that. 

Is it right that authorization for $61 million tmrth of spending should 

go through this House in DJO days td thout any detail other than it is going 

to be in the bill a certain set amount for each department~ If the 

Government gets its $61 million, ~·lr. Chairman, it does not oave to come back 

to this House again until the end of ~·lay. It may not even bring dmm a 

budget. It may go to the country 11i t ho ut bringing down the budget or it 

may not. It will not have to bring dm·.'Il a budget and ue are asked nou to 

adjourn or the Governwent is going to adjourn the House for tlJO I·Teeks. 

No consultation with the han. members on~this side. Is the Government 

going to ~ermit the select committee on the public accounts to function 

during the next ttJO t·reeks while tve are adjourned as it should1 Is that 

committee going to have a Chairman, one of the members of the Opposition as 

Chairman and at least tiVO members from this side on it? Or is it going to 

be an attempt to whitewash? None of these questions dealt tlith? Or at 

least not dealt 11ith yet. 

It is the practice, Hr. Chairman, in other Parliaments and Houses where 

the normal courtesies apply that the order of business of the House is 

discussed ben;een the Parli.es so that people can know a day or tiVo ahead 

what the business of the House is going to be. 

On this side of the House, Hr. Chairman, we hardly ever know a half hour 

ahead what the business will be. Tomorrow we discover we are going to 

adjourn for several weeks. He did have a little advance notice of that. 

So, Hr. Chairma~, 1~e can - this whole matter can be gone into again 

tomorrow, department by department and I am sure that it will be, but at 

the present time, there has been no ar~ument: advanced as to why any me!!lber 

of this House should vote against the resolution proposed - a motion proposed 

by the han. member for Burin. II 1/ 
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One month s interim. supply in thes e c ircumstances Hr . Chairmen, J. s 

more than enough and should satisfy any Gove!"nr.len~, even one 1·1ith the 

rapacious ability to spend tr.oney that th i s one !:as . 

ltR . COLLDlS : Hr . Chairman., in ris i ng to suppor t the motiou jus t by my 

colleague for Burin, first of all one must wonder why it is so necessaey to 

close this han. House at all. The fact --

/ 1 7 J 
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~·lR. CClLLD!S: the fact that the Premier and some of the 1!inisters are 

leavin~ the Province to go to Englanrl for a Heek is nothine: neH I <muld 

su~gest. He have seen examules Hhere the Prime ;·tinister of Canada and 

several 1-!inisters have left and the P.ouse of ColTllllons still remained ouen. 

And I am sure that a lot of han. members and certainly the uublic in 

Newfoundland would nossibly enjoy having the neuuty Premier run the affairs 

of the country for a lveek. And anstver questions back and forth across 

this illustrious Chamber. 

Now Sir, to get to the more important uart of the Motion. r.ertainly 

there is no excuse at all for this Government or any Government to ask 

for more monies than is necessary, and I 1-10uld say Sir, thilt in this 

uarticular instance, they are askinr, for more than is necessary, certainlv 

more than they have told us is necessary. He have the Premier's l·,ord 

that the House is to be called together in April, in which event one month's 

supply is adequate for 'larch. And realizing the record of this Government 

Nr. Chairman, in its spending habits, I would much rather agree to giving 

them a blank cheque for $30.million than giving them a hlank cheque for 

$60.millicn, and I certainly Sir Hould supnort the 'lotion. 

HR CHAIR..'l<\.N: The Amendment is t hat the amount stated in the Resolution 

be reduced to . $30,809,000. 

Those in favour ''Aye" contrary ··~lay''. I declare the motion defeated. 

On motion Resolution carried: 

On motion, that the Committee rise and report having passed the 

Resolution and recommend that a Bill be brought in to give effect to 

the same, Hr. Speaker returned to the Chair: 

HR CHAIRHAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the 1-:rhole have considered 

the matter to them referred and directed me to report havin~ passed the 

Resolution and recommend that a Bill be brought in to give effect to the same. 

On motion renort received, and adopted, 

On motion Resolution read a first time. 

On motion Resolution read a second time. 

On motion, A Bill, "An Act for Granting To IIP.r ' !ajesty Certain Sums 

Of Honey For D·~frayinp,· Certain Exnenses Of The Public Service for The 

Financial Year Ending 31 ~!arch. 1971, and For Other Purposes Relating To 

The Public Service," read a first time, ordererl read a second time on tomorrow. 

/; 7 3 
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ADDRESS IN REPLY 

NR. ALEX !lOORES: ]·lr. Speaker, my predecessor in this debate has set a 

very difficult role for me to follow, hm-1ever I lvant to avail of this 

opportunity to congratulate him on his contribution to this Session. It 

was one of the finest speeches I have heard for some time. It contained 

the type of information that people 1vant to hear. A very refreshing 

experience after all the bickering we have'been exposed to the past couple 

of weeks. 

I also want to associate myself with all the other hon. members 1vho 

spoke before me and-compliment the han. member for Trinity ~orth, St. 

Hary's, for their contribution to proceedings on opening day. I Hould 

also like to congratulate the hon. member the Leader of the Op!'osition on 

his promotion, and I Hish him l,ell during t·:nure of office, a great 

responsibility rested on his shoulders, but he is built to take it, including 

the curved balls and off center plays Hhich he contends are hurled at 

him from time to time. I do not mean St. John's Center players, these 

are always curved. 

To the hon. Pr~mier lvho received such oven1helminp.:ly surmort as the 

oarty leader last November. I 1vant to ldsh him contint!ed success in 

his chosen field, and long may his big jib draH. 
and 

In my opinion Mr. Speaker, one of the most imnortant si~nificant 

' sections of the Throne Speech is that section Hhich relates to the Tlepartn:ent 

of Re~ional and Economic Exnansion. I can sP-e arising out of D~EE an 

opportunity 1>'hich if fully embraced could be the means of develoninp.: this 

Island in such a oositive manner as never before realized. In fact such 
Nev<ll,. 

an opportunit~,existed before. Ottawa is fully cognizant of the fact 

that in order for all Canadians to have equal opportunities, a \vay must 

be found to put in their hands J 

resources, means l4hereby they can 

and raise their families. 

those who do not possess the material 
-tA~t 

develop the areas in Hhich,
1
live, work 

There are many such areas in Canada and !\e1vfoundland, as an Island 

Province~being one of the most farthest noints a1vay from the great industrial 
Lt.>-< 

heartland of Canada?should qualify for full henefits under the DREE program. 

1/?t..; 
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The success of this program is going to depend, in my opinion, 

absolutely and entirely on the people who make up our Province. Our 

own Ne,vfoundland peoole. I cannot subscribe to the negative aPproach 

displayed by some members_ of this House and their counterparts on 

Parliament Hill in respect to this program. He have enough knockers 

already in very influential positions in Canada 1vho have no time for 

Newfoundland or her problems; a number of them lvould like to "rite her 

off, anyone 1-1ho entertains that kind of thinking does not knmv 1·7hat he 

is letting himself in for. ~!r. Speaker, I ~>Jould recommend that all 

Newfoundlanders regardless of their party affiliations should show a 

very solid front when it comes to debatin7- the DREE program. 

~!y observations of the DREE Act and the benefits that Hill result 

therefrom has led me to the conclusion that it could be the greatest 

blessing that has befallen Ne1vfoundland since Confederation. llm<ever, 

the success of this Program is going to depend absolutelv and entirely 

on the approach 1-1hich the peoPle of Ne~<foundl,.nd are going to adont 

toward it. It is going to mean total involvement on our Part to obtain 

the best results. I am afraid if ~<e do not embrace this opportunity now 

,,,e mav never get the same chance again. The Conference 1-Jbtch is to te 

called to kick off the oro:;ram will enable those ~Jho Hill be invi ted to 

attend an opportunity to make knoHn their vie"s on lvhat thev figure should 

be done in the areas from 'o7hich they come. I 1vould SU?-gest at this time 

that the Hinister whose department is responsible to Government to see 

to it that all pertinent literature on the program should be circulated 

if at all possible to those 1-;ho are in vi ted, in order thnt thev may be 

fully conversant ~<ith the subject and he 11ble to intelliv.entlv annly it 

to their areas. This is most important. It would be a great loss of 

valuable time during the Conference if a full explanation of the program 

has to be given at that time. Prior detatls in the hands of those 

attending would send matters alon~ much more smoothly and s~riftly. 

Everyone coming to this Conference should he preoared,_: to make his 

views kno~<n on "hat he considers to be the primarv needs of his respective 

area. 

I would exnect ~lr. Sneaker, that the ultimate r.oal "ill be to rationalize 

the numher of communities in our Province ;;nd to encouraS~;e rro1·1th centers 

th~tt have aptitu<le and notenti:.l for development. This can no douht be 

II 7) 
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achieved successfully, but as responsible neople we must ensure that 

the me<!ns used to achieve this end are nractical, sound and viable. 

In order for a sound and solid foundation .be laid for growth, it 

must all tie in uith industries represented in the various areas. \Je 

cannot Move peoole for the sake of movin~ them or closing out a settlement 

for the sake of making one less. The move must be made to aid and abet 

an .industry that has good chances of gro1vth in special areas. The end 

result of 'Jhich can give our peonle the necessities of life: a comfortable 

home and a community in 1•7hich they »ant to live and raise their families. 

Having rlwealt at some little length on the DRF.f. uropram, 1 Hant 

nmv to devote a part of my time to a suhiect that aluavs commands a lot 

of attention in ~ewfoundland and ri.;htlv so, because its influence Provides 

a 1ob for one out of every four !'iewfoundlanders. I am referring to our 

Fishery . 

Every hon. member in thif' House has one soecial field of endeavour 

to which he tries to aspire. In addition to our political affiliations 

some hou. members are Union leaders. lav:ryers, doctors, cowmunication exnerts. 

real estate experts, insurance underuriters, school teachers, politicians 

by profession, business men etc., A truly representative cross section 

of our society, which after all is the way our democratic Government 

system functions: irrespective of our professions, everv !lewfoundlander 

can deeply become involved when the Horcl fish is mentioned. It comes 

naturalb'• It is one of our heritages,not much perhaps by mainland standards 

but it is ours. 

A.<; a ueople 1-1e must have greater involvement hy Hay of knowledge of 

our Fishery, be familiar of all aspects of catching, processing, what 

it means to our economy, Hays and means He could adopt to make for better 

quality. Find out where our fish is sold, the manner in which it is 

presented to the consumer, after all it is our oroducts and t~e must be 

proud of them. 

I am about to make a prediction, and it is this. h1e are f':OinP: to find 

under the nREE program that our fishery is goinf': to play a very vital 

and important role in the exoansion of our Province, the like of which ,,,e 

did not anticipate say five years ago. Ottawa now fullv realizes the 

potential '~hich exists off and around our coasts. Fish is in fact becoming 
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one of the great foods of the world. Nations must turn to the sea 

to feed the peoples of the 1vorld. A lot of concern is bein!J: e~mressed 

over the pressure that is being exerted on knmm fishing areas, and 

there is a move on foot to endeavour to establish quotas from certain 

well fished areas. There is already a quota for Haddock on George's 

Bank. 

Now Hr. Speaker, we have heard a lot of mention through the years 

in ·respect to ·the twelve mile limit, and I am sure all hon. members 

of the House are very pleased to learn, over the ~~eekend or a few days 

prior to that, the Ron. Ninister of Fisheries has started in Ottalva, 

has started to get some action in that respect. Protective lines are 

now being drawn especially to seal off the Gulf area to foreign ships. 

Now it is not the intention to literally move them out, but to iust ask 

them politely if they would just please move a1vay because this is an 

area lvhich we have reserved, and it is part of Canada's terri to rial Haters. 
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HR. MOORES: I fully support that move and I am sure that in due course we 

will receive full implimentation as far as the twelve mile limit is co~cerned. 

Now there is a lot of pressure on our fish stocks at the moment and 

this pressure of course is being applied by European trawlers, Now the trawler 

operation is one aspect, and hook and line operation is another. I think 

personally it would be a mistake to bar the lfuite Fleet, the Portugese lfuite 

Fleet or any other European ships that use hook and line to catch fish on the 

Grand Banks or outside the t1•elve mile limit anyt.ray, but the idea of the quota 

system is to put certain sections of the continental shelf on a quota basis. 

I contend that the hand lining, or the hook and line method of catching fish is 

such that you usually catch the larger fish, and by so doing of course you are 

aiding and abetting the smaller fish to grm• to maturity. I think it would be 

a mistake to debar the hook and line method of fishing. 

Now I do know as well that the pressure that is being exerted locally 

HON. J.R.SHALLI\100D: (Premier): Would the hen. member allow a question? Is 

he suggesting that the more of the larger fish that are taken the better for the 

smaller fish that are left, it give them a better chance to survive? 

MR. l·!OORES: That is so Sir, I meant to lead on to that, we have a situation in 

Trinity Bay when we started to take turbot, we tried to catch turbot. Hhen the 

initial orderswere placed in Newfoundland for this particular type of fish it 

was for the large size fish. That was the only size the buyers were interested 

in, the fish had to be five pounds or aver. In the initial purchasing of this 

fish it was found out that seventy-five per cent of the fish taken were on a 

size smaller than five pounds sa the problem arose what were we going to do with 

the fish that were under five pounds. It was no point in going to a fisherman 

and tell him sorry but you can only keep the large ones the small you have to 

throw away. The industry then had to find a market for the fillets, this was 

eventually found in the United States. But we carried it a step further, instead 

of using hook and lines we started using gill nets, and by using the gill nets 

in Trinity Bay and the other bays we did a real job on the turbot fishery in 

Newfoundland. 

The large fish was then mentioned that if we continued to use the 

hook and line we would take the bait, we would have a ready market for the large 

fish, it would give our smaller fish an opportunity to grow, but by using gill 

nets we smothered whatever was on the bottom. This was most unfortunate. 

RON. A.J.MALO::-<EY (Hinister of Fisheries): \<lould the han. member permit a 

question. Are you suggesting that the gill nets are destroying to some effect 
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HR. HOORES: Yes ltr. Minister I a~, and I have sufficient evidence of it. It is 

a great mistake to encourage the use of gill nets in Newfoundlands inshore 

fishery. Now in addition to catching all these small fish •••••• 

MR. SM../11,1\.JOOD: Even the Japanese light weight ones? 

MR. MOORES: That is right.Sfr. In addition to catching all the small fish 

we are up against a quality problem. This is the most serious aspect of, or 

one of the most serious aspects of the gill net ooeration. The gill nets are 

set on a day, possibly it would be two or three days before the nets would be 

taken back because of inclement weather and so on. Imagine the fish that 

entered that net four or five hours from the time it was set and be taken out of 

the net seventy-two hours or ninety-six hours afterwards. \That .q_?ality of that 

fish is left? The fish becomes attacked by other fish and goes to the botton 

and becomes chafed and so on, ycu c.:1n just keep on going. But it does do very 

serious damage to the quality of our fish, and I certainly and respectfully 

suggest we take a very close look at our gill net operation. 

Now in the modern way of catching fish, with our longliners and our 

gourdies and so on~ . there is ample equipment available for fishermen to 

acquire and install in their boats to set out miles of tra\vl. They contend 

that we are using gill nets, and this gives them an opportunity to set four nets 

and taken in bigger quantities of fish but they are only defeating their o~~ 

purpose, we are killing our resource, whereas with set lines we come up with 

larger fish, better quality fish, and it would be ~11 pluses in my estimation. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister for Social and Community Development was 

speaking on the DREE program a few evenings ago, and he referred to Newfoundland 

as a great wharf existing in the Atlantic. He found that this wharf for our 

fishe~en who were stuck with job of catching fish down through the years will 

in the future realize a greater return for their efforts. I predict that our 

men who ha¥~tuck with the fishing boat and the companies who has stuck with the 

industry, all of them together through high prices and low prices, good catches 

and poor catches, will form a very strong nucleus in our economic growth in the 

seventies. 

Now recently we have heard discussions from time to time on the 

pride that seems to be lacking in a lot of our Newfoundland people, the pride 

of what we are doing, the pride of our accomplishments, but I think this is one 

particular area where we are sadly lacking. It seems that if the pride of 

achievement, the pride of accomplishment has not driven home as far as our 

fishermen are concerned. Now granted down through the years we have heard a lot 
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·.·.:.: 
_. ....... __ -----



March 9, 1970, Tape 260, Page 3 -- apb 

about the ups and downs of the industry and the way all the fishermen were 

treated. But that is not the way to look at it. We have all of that behind us. 

We have reached a point in time now, where a fisherman in Newfoundland can look 

with great pride on what they have accomplished to date. They can look with 

much greater pride on what they hope to accomplish in the future. This is where 

this han. House and people i>'l influential circles can make their point, and put 

it across. Hhat is wrong with a person who catches fish or produces food. He 

is associated with an industry that after all is producing a product that 

sustains life. What higher cal~ing in life can a man undertake than that. Why 

should a fisherman look upon hi~elf as not being as good a man as a man who 

fixes a television set, or rep~irs a car, or repairs a tractor, or drives a bus, 

or drives a train7 l contend Mr. Speaker, that we have to instill in our people, 

we have to get pride into our people, and I think that pride is what is lacking, 

in a lot of our Newfoundland fishermen at the moment. I mean it takes quite a 

man to set out on a foggy morning and go out and find a trap and set it, or it 

-'he set a trap, then hawl it and get a load of f:ish and bring it back to a plant. 

He is a clever man, a fisherman is,anywhere in this world you will find it. 

Take the Portugese and put them on the Grand Banks, one man in an 

open dory, foggy, put him loose, but he has to catch a load of fish before he 

comes back to the ship if at all possible. The fishermen are clever men. 

Mr. Speaker, it is some twenty--five years now since Newfoundland first 

started to fillat and freeze cod fish for export on a large scale. Twenty-five 

years in the development of markets for a primary product such as frozen cod fish 

is but a short span of time, provided of course we are on the right track. 

Twenty-five days in the month of July is too long if you are on the wrong track. 

There has been many set-backs during the period of development of markets for 

our fish, but most of the companies engaged in the business, even though they 

hung on their hopes, and on many occasions some went under, but those who knew 

the game and liked it, and one must like it, otherwise he would be the unhappiest 

person on earth. They did press on in spite of all insurmountable odds to make 

something really worthwhile of our fishery. Fishermen who did not heed the call 

of the big construction jobs, and who preferred even at less return for their 

efforts to stick with the industry are going to find themselves in the enviable 

position of being amongst the biggest wage earners in Newfoundland. In some 

instances, even naY the biggest wage earners in Canada. 

I know of instances Mr. Speaker, in 1969, where inshore fishermen in 

Newfoundland landed fish in quantities in excess of 1,250,000 pounds. There was 
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one community that has four such boats, multiply that by say three cents per 

pound the average price of fish, and you will come up with a nice tidy sum 

of money. Something like $35,000. or $40,000~ There is not many places yc·u can 

go in Newfoundland or in Canada and make that kind of money in that;. period of 

time. 

AN HON. MEMBER: How many shares would be advanced from that? 

MR. MOORES: These are real fishermen, fishermen who plan their work, and plan 

their time so that they will reap the greatest benefit. 

Markets are now available for practically every specie of fish, if it 

cannot be filletted and frozen it can be salted, and as a last resource it can 

be processed into fish meal. Our younger men coming on should avail of whatever 

technology is available to them. 

Our college of Fisheries, Trades and Technology is making a big 

contribution to this end. Now I know it takes quite a selling job at this 

particular point in time perhaps to entice young men to go into the fishing boat. 

They say what their fathers and gran:ifathers went through. But now we have 

brought it along on a little differa~t plateau, a little better plateau. Granted 

fishing as such can be a very difficult operation. But by the same token if it 

is properly carried out it can be very rewarding. As I mentioned earlier, fish 

is one of our heritages in Newfoundlmd. We have to extrar!"_ rLrom it all that 

it possibly can stand, artd our young people going to our Trades School, going to 

our College of Fisheries, the wonderful opportunity being exposed to modern 

trends, modern developments, modern ships and so on, and it will give them an 

excellent opportunity when they are ready to seek employment, that they will 

consider our fishing industry. 

Now I feel for an awful lot of young Newfoundlanders 1vho packs their 

suitcase and figures that the pastures are greener in Ontario, and they head for 

the mainland, Toronto, or }~ntreal or different places. As a lot of ho~. members 

know many of us have lived outside of Newfoundland but for some unknown reason 

there is something way down deep in us that the call of Newfoundland is always 

there, and we always like to come back. I venture to say that you could meet 

any Newfoundlander anywhere this day in the world, and the first thing, the 

first question will be about home, how is so and so, what are they doing and 

what is the opportunity to come back? I do not know why, but that is the 

situation. 

There is one other race of people in my estimation who are somewhat 

similar, and that is the Norwegians. !low the temperament of the Newfoundlander 

IIJ'I 

. . . .. ...._, . . --,... ~ 



March 9, 1970, Tape 260, Page 5 -- apb 

and the Norwegian is very much the same. They come from a very rugged country 

they earn a living by methods similar to Newfoundland, and there is something 

about a Norwegian and Newfoundlander, we have a lot in common and we could 

learn a lot from the Norwegian approach. 

The College of Fisheries, and school of Trades and Technology I 

think was one of the finest investments that thei Government ever made. As I 

mentioned earlier it takes time when you are working on a basic industry. The 

next .~ twenty-five years. I would say possibly we can see it in 1970. There 

will be results from our Trades School and College, the College of Fisheries. 

But it is going to be more predominant going into the seventies, much more 

predominant, add especially with the emphasis that is going to be placed on 

fishing and the interest and all that is going to be generated from it. 

Reference was made in one of our local papers a short while ago 

about our inshore fishery, saying it was "doomed" What trash to print in a 

paper. What is going to happen to all 
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what is going to happen to all the people who live in Cape St. Hary 's around 

Cape Race and up along our entire northeast coast including St. John's and 

Labrador? Send them to the Hainland, No, ~1r. Speaker. \ole cannot send them 

to the Hainland. I can see 100,000 or 120,000 people from St. John's, there 

is nothing for them, there is no industry to keep them employed apart from 

the two Governments and the C.N.R. The local paper of course was looking 

through the eyes of a native St. John's man. Every firm in St. John's who 

had anything to do with fishing along the waterfront with one or two 

exceptions packed it up. I can understand a suggestion for 100,000 or 120,000 

to leave St. John's. but not our outports no provision, Ur. Speaker, was 

made in the city to ensure that an industrial development would take place. 

The fishery ~vas neglected, and when you neglect the basic industry like 

that in a port like St. John's, when the wheels roll over be prepared for the 

eventualities. 

Take the Faroe Islands, you have 37,000 people in the Faroe Islands. 

As every hon. member knows in the Faroe Islands they fish. They fish, that is 

their main industry. Deep sea fish chiefly, but some inshore fishermen. There 

are a 100 fishing ships or more of a deep water class that fish.out of the 

Farces, imagine trying to crew 100 ships in St. John's today with four times 

as many in the population as the ~•hole Faroe Islands. Hr. Speaker, you ~vould 

not man three ships in St. John's today to long line for fish off our coast. 

No wonder the local paper says it is a doomed, but I ~1ant to say something 

else without our inshore fishery ~.;e can pack up the -:rhcle North East Coast 

of Newfoundland, there is no future absolutely none without an active inshore 

fishery. On the North East Coast lYe are not going to have any Petro-chemical 

plants, we are not going to have any paper mills, we ~ot mines in Baie Verte, 

and a mine on Bell, that is closed down. All these type of industries are all 

very fine for the areas they serve, but we have our fishery on the north east 

coast. Now we have it there ever since John Cabot discovered it, and we 

must give it all the attention and help necessary to move it into a greater 

industrial activity, DREE will help us achieve this. 

Now the Federal Department of Fisheries in conjunction with the 

Provincial Department of Fisheries, I understand in 1970 commencing in April 

or }lay are going to undertake a survey, a very thorough survey of the north east 
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coast to see if they come up with appreciable quanties of herring that ~~ill 

be commerically viable. And in addition, of course, to the herring I understand 

they are going for cap lin and sand lings. The stocks of caplin, the stocks 

of sand lings have proudly been determined, and · this is very important and 

very vital. Now if this survey is carried out as . thoroughly as I would like 

to see it done, and I think it will be done, I think the area from, start 

at Cape St. Francis and go to Cape Race, but difinitely from Cape St. Francis 

all the way north, all up the Labrador Coast, no one knows what we can find 

as far . as the herring is concerned. I think the herring are there. I had an 

experience a short while ago in Harbour Grace, one IT~rning we were loading 

frozen mackerel bait, and a gentleman came by, and he said, where did these 

come from? I said, these were imported from Nova Scotia, the United States, 

and some from Norway. He said, that is most interesting. I said, why is 

that? Hell, he said, I am from Battle Harbour. I fished in Battle Harbour 

last summer. He said, we had to take our traps out of the water in Battle 

Harbour because they were filled with mackerel and they sunk to the bottom. 

Wolf!~ 
The Norwegian scientist5WRC over here in August or September, and 

they had a look, they confirmed the fact that caplin were in commerical 

quanties and also that mackerel, there '~as every indication that the Labrador 

Coast could support a good mackerel fishery. Now the mackerel fishery in 

Non<ay is a good fishery with terrific quantities of mackerel taken and these 

purse seiners go for mackerels just the same as they go for herring. They 

don't have to see them above the ''ater like we have to see them here in 

Newfoundland or possibly Nova Scotia, they just look through their 

equipment and they can see them right away and they come back with their 

mackerels just the same as our Newfoundland skippers come back ''i th cod or 

flounder. So the stocks of fish are there, what is needed is the capital, 

to bring the ships into the operation to get these fish from the waters 

and brought into our plants. I 'muld say, Mr. Speaker, many people in this 

hon. House have had the pleasure of viewing a television show about a month 

ago. It was Russian Siberia. On that show it showed the Russian involvement 

in developing Siberia, and I really learned quite a lot from it. 

They talked about the timber stands in Siberia, the timber stands one 

thousand miles in width, a distance from Cape Race to Cape Cod, three 

thousand miles in length, that is from Cape Spear to the Head of the 

Great Lakes. \~hen we think of that portion of land with timber on it 

in Siberia. Then it went on to talk about the temperature ~'here people //1''-/ 
live, 98° below zero. People were breathing and you could see their breath 
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freeze on the air and stay there. 

Then they showed the little horses they have. A horse does not grm.1 that 

way it grows this way in Siberia, it is so cold. 

Then they talked about going to the grocery store for a quart of milk. 

They do not get their milk in a container nor in a tin but get it in a 

slab, like a pane of glass, and take it home and thaw it out. 
the Russians have 

Just take that approach/to life in Siberia and take our approach to the 

Northwest Coast and the Labrador Coast and the Newfoundland Coast, with 

these wonderful harbours we have, with all those fish that the Russians and 

all the nations of the t>'orld are corning to take. Just think about that for 

a moment; and see what ~>'e could do with the huge resources He have. It is 

a tremendous resource. 

MR. SHALLWOOD: How long will it last? 

HR HOORES: Well, there is a lot of pressure on at the moment. Unfortunately 

Canada does not exert the pressure that she should have. }1y reason for saying 

that is this. Canada is not a fishing nation. She is not orientated to fish. 

Russia, Portugal, Spain, you name it, these countries in Europe must have 

fish to feed their people. They must, if necessary,dig up the ocean. 

Here they come, out there off the Canadian Coast. Otta~'a is starting to 

think a little differently, in my opinion, no~>', and they are thinking that 

if the Russians and the Germans and the Portuguese and Spaniards and all 

can come to our coast and catch this fish to take back with them, why do 

we not put the ::.effort~- there as 1·1ell and be recognized in it1 

I think, and this is what I said earlier, that DREE is going to 

be our salvation. DREE is going to be the salvation of our fishery, if we 

go about it right. The han. member for Harbour ~~in mentioned here, when 

he spoke on Friday, about }farystown and the future for }farystown. It was 

most enlightening, and he hit right on a very important point 
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HR. HOORES: and he hit right on a very important point. And it was 

this: he talked about the trawler fleet that 1muld have to be replaced 

in NeHfoundland a few years from now. IY'ell what are we going to do to 

replace our trawlers. There is only one natural place to build our 

trawlers, we have our own shipyara in Ne"foundland. I-I ell let us carry 

our 
that just a little further. 1\Te can build our tra1•ler for deep sea fish. 

Let us build some small inshore longliners in Marystown, fifty foot long-

liners, seventy-five foot long-liners, and let us get these longliners 

for off-shore fishing off the northeast coast. The inshore fishermen 

did a good job. They made good money, I just mentioned it earlier about 

the quantity of fish they took, 1vhich they caup:ht and the money that they 

made. That is a trap boat longliner. 

Let us go one step further. He have the young fellm<s trained out 

of college now. Put them in the seventy-five or eighty-foot longliners, 

let them go off the coast, stay for three or four nights, and you 1•i 1.1 

see a big difference. 

i·!R. S:·Lt..LLHOOD: On the northeast coast -

HR. c•!OORES: Northeast coast, yes Si. .... Nm• Hr. Sneaker, here is a big 

investment by the Government, Provincial r.overnment, Federal Government 

on the southl,est coast, in plants and in traHlers. It is a big investment 

deal. It is doing.a good job, it is employing a lot of neople -

HR. S~!ALLHOOD: !?ell over $20.million. 

HR. HOORF:S: Right Sir, thank vou very much. No~o~ then it goes hack a 

few years I believe, 1-1hen the late hon. Jack Cheesman rvas ~tinister of 

Fisheries, 1o1hen the southwest development committee Has set up, and he 

looked very closely at the south1o1est· coast to find out what they could do 

to increase the earning power of the people and so on. And the recommendation 

was, springing up from that was the Rose Blanche plant, Harbour Breton nlant, 

and possibly one or tiJO more. !>/ell everybody knm•s, it is common knowledge -

MR. SMALU!OOD: And a small ship buildi.ng yard right up to the head of 

Harystown. 

HR. HOQ)?.E S : 1-Jhat I am suggesting here nm.;, we do not need that amount of 

capital investment on the northeast coast. It is not necessary, because 

we do not have far for fish. On the south1Jest coast you have to go a long 
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distance for your fish, but not on the northeast coast. Your fish is 

closer to you, but if we had a committee - a committee could be set up 

to take a very close look at what could be done alonR the lines which 

I have mentioned, especially with our longliners, our off-shore longliners -

The plants are pretty much set up. I am talking about - they want to go 

on. Any fisherman who wants to move farther north can go down to Valley-

field or may go up to Hhite Bay and so on. They are moving further 

north, but they are trimming the coast, they want just to go off-shore, 

to the Baccalieu Bank, then off Cape Bonavista, the Funk Islands and so on. 

Last summer a Faroe ship came into Harbour Grace and I was speaking 

~~ 
tdth_~skipper. He Has a young man, he was t>~enty-five years old. He 

had a boat, his boat Has a hundred feet in length, and fairly heavily built,· 

He came into my office and we had a discussion. I knew him, knew his 

father very well, he came to Harbour Grace for years. And he said to 

me, "are you handling turbot this year?" I said, "Oh, yes we are handling 

turbot, why?" He said, "I just arrived in and I fished the Fun~ Island 

Bank." He said, "I had to leave the Funk Island Banks, ~1e tvere looking 

for codfish, we couldn't salt it so tve had to take it off the hook and 

let it go'.' He looked out the tvindotv and he said, "that boat can carry 

150 tons of fish. I can load that boat in ten days on the Funk Island 

Banks, with turbot. Now these are real turbot, not this small stuff 

~re catch in the bottom of the bay. Just think t·Jhat we can do tvith that 

type of long liner. Imagine. He do not have to invest the kind of 

money that the Non1egians and the Faroeans do. In fact I satv a boat that 

was built in New Brunstdck a couple of days aP,o when I tv as in Halifa."<. 

It was a boat about eighty feet, she was a small stern trawler, but she 

had her •Tinches and all. She was a nice size boat that could easily be 

adapted to our inshore operations. 

Now there is another aspect of our Fishery tvhich I Hant to touch on. 

I did mention it awhile back, and it concerns quality. Huch has been 

left undone in this regard, and much more remains to be done. Now tv hen Vi~ ~.!lYe 

our new salt fish development tvhich has passed third reading in the House, 

just needs Royal Assent to become law. It comes into effect in 1970. It 

is good legislation for a salt fish industry. I have been around long enough 
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to know that it is not going to be the cure-all a lot of people think 

\11\tl 
it Hill be. It will eventually because the Federal Government"find it 

necessary to imnlement legil'llation to make the corporation ,.;rorth it. 

So if this legislation is going to hurt - but it is going to be a 

good thing·:because it ,.;rill achieve what the corporation has been set un 

to achieve, to upgrade the quality of our fish in order that we may make 

a greater contribution for the value of our export products. Rm.;rever, 

fishermen w~ll benefit in the long run, but it will take legislation to 
.:. good rh"' 

achieve this goal. And I hone that/transniras for the sake of ,quality 

of our fish products. A lot of people may not agree ,.;rith my remarks, my 

next remark , but it is this: The only difference hetvreen the ne1-1 salt 

fish development cornoration and our pre,;ent systen is all ~rrapneci up 

in one -vrord - rJUality. Good quality salt fish has alwavs been in ~ood 

der.~and at ton prices. The trouble vias we did not produce sufficie!lt of 

the good quality to fill our orders. 

The Coruoration ,.;rill have to come up vith good ouali ty. Tax nayers 

money is p:oing to be used no1.;r and they must account for their ste1·1ardshin. 

He are going to be compelled to make good quality or else. That is Hhy 

I say it is going to be a good thing in the long run. 

MR. H.R.V. EARLE: "ill the hon. gentleman Permit a question? I .vould like 

to ask h im if he Hould explain how a marketing organization could nroduce 

the kind of quality fish which is desired in S pain, Particularly Suain, 

and in Italy , and in certain Hest Indian Islands, l<here the quality is of 
cod 

a light-salted sun-cured, hand-handled salt fish. \\1ill the salt fish 

organization be able to t/~vert fishermen to that kind of operation? 

HR. ~!CORES: I would hope so Nr. Speaker. I think 1970 is going to be 

the year we will see the Salt Fish Development Corporation come about. That 

is a big job, that is over and done. Now we start moving into '71-72-73/ 

This is the year when you are going to see legislation brought in and 

quality control makers to come up with good quality fish. \~e must have 

it, we just cannot continue producing bad quality fish, fresh, salt, it 

does not make any difference. He have to have good quality, if ,,.e are going 

to be responsible people I I r.P s~ 
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we ~.rill have to get the message across. Now references, I have heard references 

made in this House from time to time talking about all; ~~e millionaires thatQI~ 

in Newfoundland and no doubt they think about millionaires associated with the 

fish business. Well I have been around for a few years and I do not know of one 

millionaire that existed that had anything to do with the fish business. He may 

have a million dollars worth of cuncrete, a million dollars worth of meal plants 

a million dollars worth of ships but he does not possess it, as such, a million 

dollars dry cash. His million dollars is invested in something that is giving 

a lot of. Newfoundlanders work. There are millionaires, no doubt that made it 

' on breweries, made it on selling motor cars, so on, that is another type. But 

I do not think that you will find many millionaires in the fish business. They 

are all pretty dedicated people. People who stuck ~.rith it and as every one who 

has ever associated with the fish business knows t<hat it is. Because if you do 

not like it,,it is no place to be. 

Now the same situation exists 1&1l::llity tdth ou~ frozen fish. I was very 

happy to see that the laws governing quality and all types of fresh fish is 

about to be proclaimed. I trust that suffi~ient teeth will b~ put into it to 

make it ''ork. A law is only as effective as its implementation, it is long 

overdue and if properly exercised tens of thousands of extra dollars can go 

into the pockets of our sishermen and go into workers pockets for producing 

better quality fish. Just consider for a moment fishermen with 30,000 pounds 

of fish, throws over the lines out in the middle of St. Mary's Bay and heads 

for Admiral's Beach,,Admisal's Beach is one of the cent~es for buying fish, 

comes in there is a 1-1harf, there are no shades over the wharf, there is a concrete 

wharf, it is the mic!dle of July, hot. summer day, temperatuc;::;··66°, he starts to 

put the fish on the wharf, the first thing he got to find out if there is a buyer, 

how much fish is on the north east caast, how much fish is around, I wonder can 

I sell my fish. Anyway while he is trying to find a market for his fish he has 

his crew dressing his fish. So as I said there are nojshades over the fish it 

is just laying there on the 'Nharf in the sun and the rain t.rhatever is falling. 

So finally after dressing down his fish he finds that yes there is a buyer for 

the fish, but it is going ,.to be two or three hours before the truck arrives 

in the community to pick it up. Jus~ imagine, the deterioration that sets in 

in that period of time. But Hr. Speaker, what we want in a place like Admiral's 

Beach or in Branch or any of these places that produce a lot of inshore fish, 

are special centres setup, we have them, there are one or two in existent it the 
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moment there are a lot of community stages in existence but just carry that one 

step further. 

In each of these community stages we put in, first of all we put in, we 

equip the plant, the plant should be equipped, it should all be done by the 

Federal Government, ,they are the ones that participate in the exports of fish 

or unexported. ~y put in the proper facilities for dressing the fish, proper 

shades over the wharf, proper facilities for washing, fish to be boxed~ forklifts 

to take -the fish into the scales to be weighed, and from there into a warehouse 

to be ined down. And fish can stay into itsfplace like that for 24 hours, 

properly iced in a cool room. But you are licked, you cannot get off the 

ground, by starting to buy fish that has been exposed to the sun in the month 

of July on the wharf and truck that into eonception Bay or on the southern shore. 

I have seen too much of it, I have sean tens of thousands of pounds that end up 

in the mealplant which should never have been. But, I am sure that I was most 

disappointed to hear the Federal Government's decision last to cut back on 

Community Stages. Community Stages for salt fish in Newfoundland was a good 

thing, in my opinion, a real breakthrough. But we can utilize the sec!ion.~uf 

community stages or build another place for it. The fresh fish is equally as 

important and proper facilities should exist. I contend that fish should not, 

that the bulk of fresh fish should be tn certain specific defined areas where 

all theae suggestions which I have just made sl:ould exist. If they exist well 

then you are at fault if they just do not exist yaa·;just cannot GO in and buy fish. 

There is nothing to prevent a buyer of fish today to walk down any wharf in 

Newfoundland where a pair of.scales and a receipt book in his pocket and start 

to buy fish. It does not have to be gutted, it does not have to be washed, 

th'r.,t.oJh it ,in a truck and take it to a plaqt it just should not be allowed. 

I i9 o 
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Hr. Speaker, I ''ant to revert once more to the state of the Northeast 

Coast of our Province. This is the area that produces the bulk of our 

salt fish, posflibly ei!!hty-five per cent of it, and it is the area in vlhich 

the Salt Fish Corporation will be most active. 

Our entire turbot industry is centred on the North East Coast. In 

order for our Province to achieve its greatest potential possible for this 

area, an indepth study should be done. I made reference to that a short 

while ago and I just want to repeat once more what I think '"e should do. 

It is accepted as the-Northeast Coast of (lewfoundland and you can take from 

Cape. St Hary's, embrace that section, come around Cape Race and go up the 

Northeast Coast, that is the area where the salt fish operation is going 1;:0 

function. It is not goinr, to function to such a dep;ree in the Straits of 

Belle Isle. There are one or two points there. You move up the area from 

St Barbe North, you come from Corner Br-ook and Grand Falls and Curlin~ and 

St Geor~e' s do•-m to Cape P.ay, there is no salt fish as such, to any de~ree, 

carried on in these areas. These are areas that fish fresh and sell their 

fish in the "intertir.~e, but when you hit Cape Race iind Cape St Hary's you 

have a little different situation, you are getting in then ,.;ith the salt 

fish, where the Salt Fish Development Corporation is p.oing to be the most 

active. 

I think that "e, as responsible people, elected people to this hon. 

House from the various communities around i'i e,vfoundland, '-Till have to bring 

it to the attention of Ottawa. It is our job. I mean ''e do not expect 

anyone in Toronto or ~rontreal or Vancouver or Halifax to make this recom-

mendation, this is our responsibility, ours, our job. Let us make th-'lt knm-m 

in the proper place. 

I am sorry I am taking up so much time talking about fish but I certainly 

get a little bit carried av.'ay with it "When I start talking about it. 

1-lhen I first spoke in this hon. House I mentioned that I "Would like tC? see 

the further processing of fish carried out in Newfoundland. w~at I mean by 

fuller processing of fish, is thinking of block fish and cutting it into 

sticks and portions and so on, breaded, fatted and cooked. \{e are moving 

alonp. now in these, very much so, and the fact that fish is becoming so 

important 

NR SPEAKER: If the hon. member is going on 'dth his speech, I think possibly 

it 'muld be better nov7 to call it six o'clock and he can continue on at 

ei~ht o'clock. I I '1 I 
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The Rouse Resumed at 8:00 P.H. 

MR. A. HOORES: Mr. Speaker, when we arose for dinner, I was on the point of 

elaborating on the further processing of fish in our Province. And as I 

mentioned, when I first spoke in this han. House_back in 1967, I could see 

then the signs on the horizon that our fresh fish industry, especially as 

far as the processing of cod blocks were concerned, we are getting into real 

trouble. We had a heavy production, a heavy world production and we did not 

have the consumption which one would like to see. And we had that situation 

here in Newfoundland where ,.,e are confronted with a lot of cod blocks arising 

from our inshore cod production, especially in the summer, then of course the 

production of cod arising from dragger catches in the winter. There are only 

four or five large buyers of cod blocks in the United States, maybe a half a 

dozen at the most. There '~ere in 1967 possibly one or t'vo large buyers of 

cod blocks in Europe. One can readily see the situation where develop where 

you get a heavy production of fishing in a• producing country and were eight 

or ten buyers can decide on what the rrice of sod blocks is going to be. 

HR. SHALLivOOD: lvould the han. gentleman allatv me, did I understand him to 

say that in the whole of the United States there are at the present time 

only five or six concerns that buy cod blocks, in the whole of America? 

NR. NOORES: ------ Hr. Speaker, I would say as far as Netvfoundland' s production of 

cod blocks are concerned, that ninety per-cent of her production would not 

get into any more than seven or eight hands, I think that is fair to say. 

I know of five or six, I will just stretch it a little and say seven or eight. 

I do not thing there are many more than that. Nmv it could be spread out 

these buyers could farm their fish ·. aut to be produced amongst other packers. 

HR. SHALLHOOD: Hould the hon. member say who some of them are? 

lffi.. MOORES: Yes, ],!r. Speaker, the largest buyer of cod blocks is Gorton 

Corporation, Glouster, Hass. Grade A and P.&D. Company of Boston, Commodore 

Foods of Lowell, !-'.ass., OrDonnell Houston, Glouster, Hass., of Boston, Seapass 
recently 

Corporation, and they have just/been taken over by Brown and Hilliali!Son, the 

great Tobacco Company. Creager and Company, in Cincinnati, a big chain store. 

Mrs. Paul's kitchen. 

I would say that these are the top buyer. 

HR. SHALLWOOD: What is the big one in New York there, downtown. 

HR. HOORES: ------ Teddy's. 

HR. SHALLlvOOD: Teddy 1 s. 

. -~- - -·-~ 
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}~. MOORES: Teddy's in New York. 

}lli.. SJ'.ALLHOOD: That will be eight. 
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HR. MOORES: That is it, yes. So these are the buyers. These are the fish 

buyers of our cod block production, 

No•~ in Europe, of course, in 196 7 Unilever was the biggest buyer on 

this side, and Ross Group were buying some blocks as well. It was very easy 

to see what kind of a situation we were getting into, when we start talking 

about the producing of cod blocks. Now when the warning signal started to 

come that we were going to be caught with a lot of bl?cks, I mean the i~dustry 

was going to be caught with a lot of blocks and there might be a possibility 

of a fall in prices. It was then that I started thinking that possibly 1ve 

should, a lot of people no doubt did at the same time think the same Hay. 

But I had very strong vie1vs and very strong opinion over the fact that 1~e 

should certainly get into the further processing of fish. If we did not get 

into the further processing of fish, lve would be finished. And 1vhat I mean by 

that is that we have to consider getting our plant set up, where 1·Te could take 

our cod blocks, and there is one point I would like to make here, in order 

for a fish producing company in Newfoundland, to get into the further,: · . 

processing of fish, it only requires a fraction of the capital compared what 

a fishstick manufacturer has to get invovled with in the United States. He 

have the plants, we have place freezers, these are the two biggest items, I 

am not talking about the plants, I am talking about the warehouses to hold 

the fish. All actually is needed breading, your cooking and salt and so on, 

and for the amount of capital invested into a cooking plant, compared with 

getting into a cooking operation in the united States, you have to build a 

plant, a 1qarehouse, you have to buy the plate freezers, and all the refrigeration 

equipment that goes with it, and buy the raw materials. 

Here in Newfoundland we could best see again, the inshore codfishery, 

this is most important and the most vital because as I said, this effects 

all the north east coast. He could go all out producing cod fish in the summer 

months, when fish is being offered for sale readily by the fishermen. Freeze 

our fish, .:!::.;: take sufficient orders to get :a catch flow coming in, so you 

will not have the banks breathing do~m your neck everyday. And 1-:hen your 

production season tapers off, then you turn on your plant, let us say in 

Ocotober or November, then yc.u start to cook your fish, then see what will be 

I jq 3 
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you will be maximizing on your, first of all your fish will be maximizing 

on catching the fish, your workers would be working throughout with the fish 

coming in the summer time, then in the fall you start to cook your fish, 

now that would take your right through into October, November, December, 

January, February, which are the big months, which fish is consumed. 

Now another question, which comes up from time to time talking about 

the price of fish in Newfoundland, that is compared with the price of fish 

HR. SHALWOOD: Before the bon. gentleman goes into that aspect of the 

problem, would he give the House some of his impressions of the possibility 

considerin~ GAT, the Kennedy Round, considering tariffs generally, the possibility 

and the likelihood of our being able to market in the United States any 

considerable quantity of breaded and cooked fish, or must it go in raw for 

the processing to be done in the United States. Hould he give us an account-. 

of that? 

HR. HOORES: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, I was leading up to that, 

getting into our production of fish like I was saying in the ~dnter months, in 

the off months when our workers could go ¥rom filleting to freezing into the 

production of fish during the ~inter months. Now the Kennedy Round is starting 

to take effect, I thinl~ at the moment it is fourteen per-cent, a few years 

ago it was b;enty-two or twenty-five per-cent, actually it was so high, that 

we just could not entertain the idea of cook and breading fish in Newfoundland 

and shipping it to the United States. But, with the K~nnedy Round coming in 

now, ~;e will soon be in a position where -we can start to ship our fish to the 

American market. G.l'! ,this is the assistance from the Federal Government lvhere 

ne~• products and all coming on and assistance can be made available to the 

industry. And I think we have to fully explore that. Now I have very set 

views on this, I think, I contend that there is going to be a good demand 

for our fish, our Newfoundland fish boomi~g into the seventies, well into the 

seventies. Now, I would not want to see, now I would not want to take a 

position where we would refuse to sell fish unless you would take it in the 

manner in which we would like to present it. I think, we are going to have to 

encourage a certain production of our fish going into the United States and 

to the buyer by the same token. If you want to buy some of our blocks, I think 

we should make a deal that a certain amount of cooked and breaded fish should 

be sold at the same time. I think, we have to bear that in mind, for instance 

it is all very well to say, well fine, we got an order for so many blacks. Yes, 
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that is grand, but are we getting the full value from the market, for the 

blocks that we are selling? Can we not further process that fish, and still 

sell the fish and get a greater return back? 

HR. SHALLlvOOD: That dns~rs my question, we can do it. 

MR. NOORES: Yes, we can do it, Mr. Speaker. I would say that by 1975, it 

will take us four or five years to really get this going, but by 1975, I think, 

we can look forward to a good market in the United States. I am not forgetting 

Eurype either, I think we will your cooked fish out of Europe, or our breaded 

fish out of Eurpoe. I have every reason to believe that. But we have to 

think positively about it, and do a lot of exploratory work in the market 

sounding out the situation. And I think we should not overlook that, and I 

will go back again to what I said earlier, I think this is where DREE is going 

to make one of the biggest contributions, that it ever made in Newfoundland. 

Now l~e might ask the question, what is DR.EE? lvell, as everybody knmv-s 

it is 

.·• ------------- . 
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everybody knows the department of Regional Scon01~ic Expansiou. Well the 

department of Regional Economic: Expansion is industry, the expansion of industry. 

Industry creates jobs and jobs pays wages and wages entice people to come. We 

have the fish , we have the workers, we have the plants, what we have to do is 

maximize more of the fish, catch more fish. The South West Coast is pretty 

much, pretty well taken care of, you have a trawler fleet and you have your 

inshore plants. l-ie want the same kind of a deal on the North East Coast. 

Not so much in trawlers, not the heavy cost of deep-sea boats running into a 

million, a million and a quarter dollars, but the smaller boats off shore long 

liners. Seventy-five to eighty feet long liners these are the boats that can 

stay out three or four nights. These are the boats 

}ffi.SHALLWOOD: What would they cost? 

MR.HOORES: They would cost, or just as a rough estimate, I would say Hr. Speaker 

possibly $100 or $125 thousand. 

}ffi.SHALLI'OOD: So you get seven or eight of those for the price of one big dragger. 

}ffi.NOBRES: That is right, this is so, Hr. Speaker. 

MR. SHALL\~OOD: And how many would they carry? How many men? How much fish? 

MR.}mORES: They would carry five men, and about 60 tons, and carry about 25 to 

30 tons of fish~ 

MR.Sl1ALLHOOD: Hmv many pounds of fish? Sixty thousand pounds. 

~m .HOORES: }!r. !Speaker, the advunta&e of that, just think about your off-shore 

long liner for a moment and embrace what other things you could do. Have an 

all-purpose boat, an all-purpose lo~g liner. You go from that into a purse seiner 

this boat can be rigged to handle a power block, she can also be rigged to handle 

drift netting for salmon, s~;e can be equipped .for catching cat-eh±ng queen crabs 

anything whatever is offering. Your offAshore caplin, ?.nd one other very important 

species of fish, I guess you will refer it to a fish as an animal and I am talking 

about anil!lals. There has been a lot of talk this last month or so, this is 

about the time of the year it always comes up, but it has been in the li~elight 

quite a bit in the last four or five years and I am talking about our sealfishery. 

Now the sealfishery as '-1e knolv it here in Newfoundland was always one of 

our mainstays of the island, It was the industry that men started to bring in 

some new dollars this season of the year, fresh dollars, they were not very nice 

to go around as everybody~ ~nows.years ago. We have a situation where a gentleman 

sponsered by S.PCC.A. who with a travelling expense account around $25,000, he 

does not receive any wages, he gets a travelling expense account for $25,000 he 

II cj {: 
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is free to go across Canada, around Europe talking about the sealfishery in 

the way Canada prosecutes the seal fishery. Let us face it, there is only~ 

Province affected by seal fishery and that is Newfoundland. Nova Scotia to 

a degree. Nova Scotia is manned by Netvfoundlanders no Norwegian Captains or 

Canadian Captains but the crew by and large are Newfoundlanders. and I am 

talking about the North East Ceosst again, the North East Coast is where the 

seals come, from Cape Race, you do not have to come as far south as eape Race 

you take. fromri!;g~avis ta North, they tell me that a seal consumes 45 pounds.•. of 

fish a day, and they tell me further they estimate the herd of seals to be 

two million seals, multiply 2 x 45 and you have 90,000,000 pounds of fish being 

cons~~d a day. and they are talking about restriction on fish you are only 

~.;asting your time, the thing to do is to kill the seals, 

Let us think what the seals mean.-ta the North East Coast I am still talking 

about this boat that could be built in ~larystown. coming into your inshore 

fishery, into your herring fishery, your mackerel fishery, your salmon fishery, 

and on into seal fishery this time of the year. Today there is talk over a 

fact that the Federal Department of Fisheries is talking about, yes, your boats 

can leave the shore kill seals but they cannot exceed thirty feet in length. As 

every hen. member knot-rs in this House there are a certain number of boats on the 

Newfoundland coast thirty feet a::d :!.~.-.s but the big fishermen in Netvfoun'lland 

today got a bigger boat than thil.:ty feet. Hhat they are trying to achieve here 

is to discourage fishermen to go out in the boat,which he owns,60 or 70 foot boat 

to kill the seals. But what they should do is just define the fishermen's boat, 

what does he do t¥ith his boat until July and August if it is a long liner, and 

she is 60 feet long he goes fishing, but except, that is the boat that he should 

be free to go and catch the seals with. I believe in restrictive measures to 

protect the seals. That is all very fine up to a point, but bot up to a point 

to destroy our fish, and here we are letting our seals populate we sitting back 

on the banks watching the sealLherd go by, they are destroying our fish the next 

thing we will not have anything. We will have lots of seals and no fish; The 

seals will be wandering around, and everyone with a tag on them, they balance the 

balls on their noses and everyone will be happy. 

But I think, and I have a suggestion to make, and it is this, there are 41 

seats in this House and a petition be drawn up and circulated in every district 

in Newfoundland and let this mass petition be put on, put in the Department of 
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Fisheries in Ottawa. I heard a civil servant the other day in Ottawa say that 

the reason why they brought this restriction in was because of the pressure that 

was put on by other people, perhaps by other.nations, let NewfoundLand make their 

voice sound and put a petition in Ottawa and let them know that we are really 

seriously concerned over the seal fishery. It does not mean a row of peas to 

Ontario or Que~ec or Vancouver, or Saskatchewan or Hanitoba, not a row of peas 

talk about killing seals, but it means a lot to the north east coast of New-

foundland, 

Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned I rambled a lot as far as the fishery is 

concerned, but it is dear to my heart. But one point I want to make here now 

to make it very, very clearly and distinctly and the fact is this that my thinking 

my thinking in the fishery is hand in glove ,.,ith the way this Government thinks. 

!then I associated myself with the fishing industry back in 1947 I felt that, in 

fact I knew that we have to make a future out of it, I knew t~1at a terrific 

sacrifice had to be made a terrific dedication had to be forthcoming by our 

people in order to make a success of it. I remember when this frozen fish 

industry was first started in Newfoundland but one thing that we felt very 

confident over and that was the fact that we figured ''e were on the right . 

track, and nothing was going to stop us, of a more appointed task. But as I 

said there was a lot of ups and dotvns on the way along. But if needs be Mr. 

Speaker, this is what I want to emphasize, I want to emphasize it very distinctly 

very clearly if these terrific dedications by everybody associated with i: and 

involved in it, every fisherman, every plant tvorker, every plant owner, every 

M.H.A. and every 6overnment department has to be deeply involved in it, deeply 

dedicated , You know the industry is the whole basis of yc•ur society. You can 

have all the Arts and Culture Centres you like, you can have all the ballet 

classes in schools you like, there is only one thing that pays the shot for the 

whole issue that is a good successful ·· .viable industry. and we should never 

divorce one from the other. Let us get the industry going first, feed that,. 

with the fuel that you have and then you can have all your Arts and Culture 

Centres and your ballets and all that goes with it. But first of all let us 

have a goad sound viable industry, and let us get out people thi~ng and think 

about quality, we have to think about quality in Newfoundland. Quality is the 

thing that is going to put this over and now that we have the buyers, the markets 

are starting to come towards the fish let us give them good fish let us not say 

well that is fine, here it is take it or leave it. There is no time for that. 

There is no comeback, You know a buyer will come in and he will put down his 
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good hard cash .and 1.1hether it five cents a po••nd or fifty-five centa a pound 

he 1.1ants value and this !s what 1.1e have to give. 

A remark has been made too here }!r. Speaker, from time to time ye hear it 

on this side of the House oven the fact that ye are slaves. We are slaves to 

a party, 1.1e are slaves to an individual, that to me is all nonsense. I am slave 

to no man. Free to think 1.1hat I like and say what I like. Support the party, 

sure we support the party it is a good party , it is a good party for Newfoundland 

It had. don.e a lot for Newfoundland. 

MR. CROSBIE: ~~o have you heard say, who has the hon. member say anything about 

slaves except somebody on your side of the House, have you heard anybody on this 

side of the House say that you were slaves over there? 

MR. HOORES: ltr. Speaker, I heard the l~ord in this Chamber, and I know l·lhich 

side of the House it came from. 

MR.CROSBIE: l.fuich side? 

HR.~!OORES: It came from the opposite side. 

MR.CROSBIE: No it did not come from this side it came from thC\t:·~j.de~i.o- .o::.·le, 

MR.}!OOP.ES: Anyway, I repeat Hr. Speaker, that we stand and we speak and we say 

our piece. 
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just about getting through with what I had to say, a few things in connections 

with my district, Hr. Speaker, ~1hich I would like to bring to the attention 

of this hon. House. l~e have in Harbour Grace the district which I have the 

honour to represent men who are fully conversant with all phases of construction, 

you will :find them practically on every construction job in Newfoundland and 

Labrador. The construction industry means a lot for my district, and I know 

I speak for a lot of people who live in the district, they come to see me from 

time to time, just hoping that this great project at Come-by-Chance ~rill become 

a reality, so that they will be able to participate and build this great 

enterprise Hhich is in the off~ing. 

The Uistrict of Harbour Grace has one of the biggest labour forces of 

any in Newfoundland, I would say, as far as the production of fish is concerned. 

Now granted lve are living up in the bottom of Conception Bay to a degree, but 

we are not to the headlands, the headlands are fishermen, that is all essential, 

fishermen .rho fish on the headlands, but they effect Harbour Grace, Carbonear, 

and in the bottom of the Bay, where the rest of the people l<ho cut and process 

your fish. TI1ey are very important and very vital people. And I arn hopeful 

that our fishermen, our workers, our industry and our Government and all, and 

I mean our Provincial Government, will fully participate in all that DREE has 

to offer. And I think that 1ve are going to have to take a very positive 

stand on this, we are the people who got to go to Otta1va and tell the 

Department of Regional and Econo~ic Expansion and ready to explain to them, 

and tell them our problems. I think the Department of Regional and Economic 

Expansion is the department which we go to, to talk about these boats they 

mentioned, in assistance for that partner to build his boat, so we can catch 

more fish, becasue after all that is the raw material, and the capital 

expenditure was already spend, it is all ready invested in the plant. I am 

not talking about any more capital in plants, I am talking about capital 

invested in mostly to catch fish, and there is a lot of difference. 

Another thing to as far as Harbour Grace is concerned, as every hon • . 
member knows possibly, but I want to repeat it, and it is this the to1m is 

a growth area. And being a growth area, of course, any fishermen~ who moves 

in and settles and qualifies to the maximum benefits, in the Resettlement under 

legislation. Any fishermen who wants to come to Harbour Grace to settle, will 

be welcome with open arms. He has everything to gain; a nice well laid out 

town. He can avail of a new home, thanks to our Government. Good schools, 

good churches, hospitals, and a ,few pubs. I .:-:2 o L-~ 
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I am about to make a statement on this, and it is this, there is a 

market in Harbour Grace for all the fish that can be brought to the wharf in 

Harbour Grace. I think, that he must live in Harbour Grace in order to 

qualify for that benefit. None of this 2000 or 3000 pounds none of that, 

no T. V. Cameras going over and taking pictures of the fishermen forking fish 

out in the water, nothing like that. An open order for all the fish he can 

catch. All the speices he can catch. This is one thing the Harbour Grace 

plant is going to do, it is going to try and do, and I know it can do, when 

the fish comes in it is brought to the pier, and by 

MR'J SMALLHOOD: Hill the hon. gentleman allow me, if twenty fishermen or fifty 

o!Leighty or a hundred or t~·m hundred moved into Harbour Ocace, whe:::e there is 

a find big fish plant, and a fine town, what would have to be the practically 

nature of their fishing effort for them to make a good living? I mean what 

kind of boat, v7here would they fish, how far, how much of a run, out and back 

and so on? 

HR. ~!OORES: Mr. Speaker, we have a little different situation in as far as 

it is c<mcerned, I v7ant to explain it this way. First of all, you could have 

the trap boat long liner, a trap boat long liner could be something similar 

to the boat that is operating in Port de Grave today where the fishermen goe~ 

to the headlands, go to Cape St. Francis, go to Baccalieu Bank and north of 

Baccalieu. But this is primarily for our inshore fishery. But, what I see 

in Harbour Grace is this off shore long liner, I am talking about, that could 

take our young men from the College of Trades and Technology, and the Fisheries 

College, and I understand that there are some pupils present here tonight from 

Old Perlican who are he~e interesting in taking a course in quality and so on 

of fresh fish and that is all very imp9rtant and vital, and I am very happy 

to see them here and Helcome them here, and I hope there stay injthe Fisheries 

Coliege will be very beneficial. You have taken on a great vocation, and I am 

sure that you will do well by it. 

Getting back to the question again, ~•hat I see is off shore long liners 
spenl 

that will operate from Harbour Grace xxd three or four nigh~s at sea, and return 

with their fish, let us say in four or five days. 

HR. SHALLHOOD: lfuere ~vill they go? 

}!R. NOORES: Mr. Speaker, these boats could fish on the Baccalieu Bank, off 

Bonavista, Cape Bonavista, on the Funk Island Banks, the Funk Island Banks, is 

one of the finest fishing banks on the north east coast of Newfoundland. 
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They are only about fifteen or sixteen hour steam out of Harbour Grace to 

the Funk Island Banks. 

HR. SMALLIVOOD: Each way? 

NR. ~fOORES: No, in one direction, north one direction. 

NR. SHALLHOOD: That is about as far as they go. 

MR. MOORES: Hell, they could not have to go any further than that, I mean 

that is far enough. I mean there is sufficient fish available on the Funk 

Island Banks, and along that strip of the coast, when you take the Fogo Islands, 

and up -tmvards Baccalieu, and Cape John, and Grey Islands, that particular 

area. This is ~•here the big concentration of ships are, at the moment they 

are on the Labrador Coast, but they are going to follow the fish south, and 

they will come right along outside the twelve mile limit, but they will 

haul that fish south, as the ice goes south, the fish goes south. And this 

ts the opportunity as I see it now, ~•ith these boats that I mentioned, and 

getting the young men from the Fisheries College interested. And we are to 

the point where, one further point I want to make on this, we talk about 

the price of these boats, I think what we should is make arrangements somehow 

whereby the captain, the skipper of these boats will have a direct interest 

in the boat. He must have a direct interest in the boat, and have the opportunity 

to buy that boat eventually. And the necessary financing set up for him over 

a period of ten, fifteen or twenty years, whatever is necessary to do it. But 

make sure he is directly involved, he owns the boat and calls the shots, and 

he engages the crew, he looks after the gear, he gives a good quality of fish, 

and then you are getting your business on a good sound basis. 

Reverting back again to my district, there are several stretches of 

road that needs upgrading. One is on the southside of Harbour Grace, through 

Tilton, and the Bishop's Cove shore road. All this road is in bad~~ need 

of repairs. Upper Island Cove, Spaniard's Bay have water and sweerage plans 

also Shearstown for 1970. And I trust that consideration can be given to 

these request, Mr. Speaker. 

I want to publicly thank our Government for arranging to extend power 

services into Bristol's Hope. As I mentioned in this hon. House last time 

I spoke last year, I spoke to the Throne Speech Debate, I mentioned Bristol's 

Hope was where the first v7hite person was born in North America. They were 

the last to get electricity, but finally they have it and they are very thankful 
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for it, and they wish me to pass it on to this hon. House. 

One further point of course is most depressing as far as Harbour 

Grace is concerned was the failure of Kach Shoes,to find markets for their 

products, this is most regretable and works quite a hardship on the people 

who are directly associated with that craft. Harbour Grace, of course, has 

quite a few people who know that type of work, and I trust, and we all trust 

in Harbour Grace that before long, nrders. far Koch shoes will come forward 

whereby koch shoes can once more get back into production to be able to 

employ ' these people. 

THANK YOU VERY l·aJCR. 

MR. B. J. ABBOTT: Mr. Speaker, in rising to speak to the Address In Reply 

to the Speech from the Throne, there are several matters on which I would like 

to speak. First matter, is that of the cost of living and the minimum ~rage. 

During the passed year, the cost of living has gone up another seven 

per-cent, making the situation of those on minimum hourly pay very difficult. 

It is well known that the people living on minimum wages today in all parts 

of Ne~~foundland and Labrador are doing so because of their laclc of education, 

lack of health, or a lack of training. 

The cost of living is gone up ~enty-one per~cent during the past 

five years. But no ~~ord in the Speech from the Throne, that Government intends 

to increase the minimum l·lage at this time. I should like, however, to commend 

the han. the Hinister of Labour for his attempt to improve the lot of the 

working man. But the Provincial Hinimum Hage of $1.10 per hour for a male, 

and eighty-five cents for a female, should receive immediate consideration. 

I am pleased to note that the Speech from the Throne refers to the increase 

in the Hinimum I·/ age for female workers in fish plants, without running the risk 

of hurting the Fish Industry. 
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~ffi. B. J. ABBOTT: ~orithout running the risk of hurting the fish industry. 

I am sure hon. ministers have read the Economic Council of Canada Report, 

which has become accented as an authoritative study. And there are 

certain income levels which the Council claims must be attained if peoole 

are to live above the poverty level. The Report says that the majority 

of nearly 5.million people in Canada live in poverty today. Most of them 

wor~ for minimum wages set by the Federal and Provincial Government. And 

the Council takes as its average family, one to two dependent children, 

and says that if such a family is to live just above the poverty level, 

it must receive an income of at least $3,500 a year. 

Now here in Newfoundland and Labrador, a man receiving a minimum daily 

wage '~orks a standard of fotty hours a week, '"hich gives him forty-four 

dollars. And if he '"orks for a full year, earns $2,238. And because 

he has two dependant children he receives an additional $200 in family 

allowances. Thus making a total income of less than $2,500. 

I submit Mr. Speaker, this family is living in poverty. If the 

breadwinner earneri another $1,000, he would still be belm-1 the poverty 

line or level. Poverty in"" the midst of plenty, or 1-1hat is disturbing our 

society today, is poverty in the midst of affluence. I should like for 

us as members of this House to bear in mind that conditions endured by 

a great many peopJe of Newfoundland are indescribable. There is a great 

deal of poverty in our land. I.Jhat are He f>;Oing to' do about it? \·!hat · 

is our policy to deal with it? Are we convinced that ooverty does exist? 

Let us bear in mind the poor people Hho cannot eat pious'· .-'· · 

platitudes. They cannot clothe themselves 1-lith pious platitudes, and they 

cannot shelter themselves from the cold '~ind and rain 1-lith platitudes. 

1</e live in a dynamic change and social ferment. Not only are far reaching 

changes taking place in our economic fabric of our country and world around 

us. Policy decisions of this year or next will in many cases have their 

major impact over a considerable number of years in the future. Indeed 

there is an increased emphasis on the value of human resources. Our 

nation, Can~da.is regarded as one of the ~~rld's most affluent nation, 
I 

yet the wants, demands and needs of this Province and other Atlantic Provinces 

continue to advance. Poverty is real. Its numbers are not in hundreds 
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than 
but thousands, and there is more of it our society can tolerate. ~fore 

than our economy can afford, and far more than existin~ measures and 

effort can cope 1Jith. The ne1.; noverty exists .at a time 1-1hen the bulk 

of Canadians enjoy one of highest standards of living in the ~orld disturbs 

me. And one of the notable characteristics of poverty in modern time 

is that it is located in both City and outports, and often so disguised 

that it can pass largely unnoticed by those in more fortunate circumstances. 

The problem of poverty in developed industrial societies is increasing, 

is viewed not as a sheer lack of essentials, but as an insufficient access 

to certain good servi.ces and conditions of life which are available to 

everyone else and have come to be accepted as basic to a decent minimum 

standard of living. 

Poverty is more than simple income deficiencies. It is the kind of 

low income situation that carries l•rith it a sense of honelessness. The 

statistics not only hint at this, they also hint at a solid atmosphere 

of poor health, bad housing, despair, inherited b~ the next and succeeding 

generations. And one of the reasons there is so much unrest and unhanpiness 

is that far too many people are poor in the midst of a societv, in the 

midst of an age in lvhich they are given pictures of the kind of life, 

the kind of life that we see in other cities in other tmms. One of the 

main things >Yrong today is the gap bet1veen the poor and the rich is really 

1dde and becoming wider. He must really take stens l·!r. Speaker, to bring 

up the standard of living of our people in this age of affluence, in this 

age of technological capacities tha} are beyond our imagination, which 

hold together only if people are able as a matter of right, and as their 

share of the standard of living to produce. 

I submit Mr. Speaker, the time is overcome for an increase in the 

minimum hourly pay for Newfoundlanders. I have in mind another particular 

group of Newfoundlanders, or Canadians, if you wish to call them, who are 

apparently overlooked. This is the large number of solid citizens forced 

to subsist on this income. Pensioners, particularly retired Civil Servants, 

and retired P~licemen Officers are a ghost army that must haunt any Government 

with a conscience, but one is inclined to think they have been excluded 

from the fabric of the so-called just society. I believe they constitute 
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a specter that 1-lill torment the Government in the months ahead. These 

retired persons do not enjoy the general benefits that flow from rising 

income and improved living standards. They are the helpless targets of 

inflation with fixed income and diminishing purchasing pm·rer, the cost 

of living increasing, these people suffer the most. And some of them 

have a measure of flexability through personal initiative to try to offset 

th~ ravages of inflation. Others of course are dependant upon oension 

plans, or some through suoerannuation, Provincial or private, more modern 

more effective, and more humane. 

I should like to give the House some figures to suvport 1vhat I am trying 

to say. Experience indicates that Civil Servants who retire at sixty-five, 

live for seventeen more years. About those who retire at sixty, live 

t~renty more years. And about twenty percent of Civil Servants live tHenty 

odd years follm·nng retirement. And in vie1v of the advance continuallv 

being made in HeRl th and '1edicine, this peri or! of life may be ex!Jected 

to increase and not decrease. 

In 1950 a pension of $150 a month Has considered reRsonnble, if not 

princely. Today, twenty-one years later, it barely pays the rent, if 

the pensioner is livinp; in the City and has to rent an anartment. l·lany 

of the t1~enty percent of pensioners 1vho retired the ye11r 1-1e entered 

Confederation are still eeking out an existence on Pensions too often below 

the $150 figure. I knmv retired clergymen Hho on superannuation receive 

less than $150 a month, and are paying rent in excess of their suoerannuation. 

And what is unfortunate, clo not nualify for the sunplementRrv old age 

security, because their superannuation is in excess of the amount set by 

the Government of Canada, but this !·!r. Speaker is not within our control. 

But the point I am making is that social justi_ce and common decency demand 

that the real value of the pension in terms of current purchasing oo~rer 

should be maintained for these public servants. They should not be 

penalized by society for having been horn t1venty years too soon, and nor 

should their career of service to the country be set so cheap as to 

condemn them to degradation and Hant. And as a good employer, and as an 

exempler of the rights and protection of the individual within a just society 

the Government should insure that their retirement allowance, or their 
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pension are automatically adjusted to the increase costs of Canadian 

life. I think ~tr. Speaker, the time has come to consider some means 

of making close retirement adjustments that will provide retired Civil 

Servants, retired police officers with a standard enjoyed prior to retirement. 

And to help reach this desirable objective, those intimately concerned 

with it, the Newfoundland Government Employees Association should have a 

voice. The Civil Service Retirement system of the United States has a 

cost of living increase formula linking pensions with the consumer price 

index. And I think the same justice should apply in Newfoundland to ensure 

there is an automatic adjus·tment to meet changed economic conditions. And 

I realize that such a formula would entail additional cost, but the cost 

!1r. Speaker, should be met. 

Speaking of retired officers of the Newfoundland Constabulary, from 

figures from answers I received to questions I find that there are thirty 

receiving less than $100 per month. And sixty-five receiving less than 

$195 a month. He have thirty-one retired Civil Servants receiving less 

than 
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we have thirty-one retired .civil. servants receiving less than $20.00 per 

month. One hundred and forty civil servants receive less than $100 per month. 

Seventy-seven get less than $150.00. In otherwords, the number of civil 

are the number of civil servants on pal!sion receiving less than $150.00 

per month is greater than those in access of $150.00. Any retired civil 

servants or police officers living in the city of St. John's with a pension 

less than $150.00 per month is finding life difficult. During his years in 

the civil service he never did acquire an equity in a d~1elling house, but 

rented a flat or some apartment, and now having reached the even tide of life 

he finds a modest apartment in this city costing in at less $135.00 per month. 

The only thing he has to live on, is his old age pension. This is the plight 

of a great many retired civil servants, and we know there is and has been 

for some time, quite a bit of dissatisfaction and unrest among the non-

professional employees of hospitals in this Province, and rightly so. How 

some of the employees can live in Central Newfoundland on what they are receiving 

surprise me. We all know that the cost of living is higher in Central 

Newfoundland and in Corner Brook. The Government recognizes or has recognized 

that when it• voted costs of living allowance for some of its civil servants 

in" these areas, that others should receive it has well. 

I lived in Central Newfoundland for ten years, and I know what it cost 

to live there, when compared to other parts of this country. I say now that 

some of the employees are living below the proverty level. And I know too, 

you do for hospital employees in Newfoundland and Corner Brook what you should 

do for the other hospital employees in other parts of Newfoundland. TI1is is 

quite true, but if the need, Hr. Speaker, is there, ' there is no alternative 

Government pays a bonus or extra to civil servants living on Labrador. You 

can call it isolation pay, or whatever you like. Nevertheless, extra pay is 

being given to people who live on Labrador. 

And the question is being asked, where are we going to get the ~~ney? 

I say, Mr. Speaker, we should look at some of the items of expenditure in 

Government, and see if there are not some expenditures that can be suspended or 

deferred for a year or two. The vote for operational aircraft by Government 

last year was $1.2 million. The Newfoundland Bulletin over $100,000. Sure 

those items are in order, if Government can afford it. If we have not more 

pressing needs. In our good times we never did spend that money on what is 

regarded by other provinces, as luxury. And I trust when the budget is brought 
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down, it will reveal liberal increases fpr the hospital workers, Newfoundland 

Constabulary, firemen, retired pensioners, those who are on the proverty level, 

teachers and other,low paid civil servants. 

~!r. Speaker, I should like to speak of a topic that is on the minds of 

a great many people in Newfoundland today and that is pollution. Pollution 

far from being a source of inspiration many of our rivers and lakes are the 

source of discontent and fustration. And at times even a danger to our health 
find 

and well-being. This is a situation which we/once beautiful water as clear 

as crystal flowing through our communities in ou~ Province. Debris, odor, 

high :bacteria account, discarded cartons are the normal surroundings, finest 

recreational grounds. The time is come when every municipality, every industry 

and indeed, every citizen should act, if we are to roll back pollution and 

therafter manage our resources for the benefit of those who will require this 

precious heritage tomorrow. 

Hr. Speaker, our rivers and lakes have many uses, most are used for 

our recreation, for drinking water, for fishing, for hydro power generation, 

and yes quite properly also for the disposal of waste. Not all of these uses 

can be reconciled easily, and yet they should be. We do not question the use 

of streams for recreation, or drinking or for hyrdo power or waste disposals. 

Yet, each one of these uses may conflict with all of the other uses. l<aste 

disposal is an unavoidable factor of our modern way of life. It does not 

interfer with other uses of water, because our waterways, if not over loaded 

can purify ~themselves. It is not hard to imagine today, not far off, if we do 

not act, when there will be no place within easy range of this city where a 

person can go to swim in a natural river or a lake, or an accessible place 

where fish can still live, or any place to just walk beside a pleasant stream. 

Our society will have its two cars in every garage, but no fit outdoor place 

to which to drive the cars. The salmon that run in certain rivers and streams 

may be dying because o~ our pollution. And with it would die the source of 

revenue, as well as of pleasure. Our other fisheries have already been threatened 

by pollution. And I am sure the . people of Placentia Bay will always remember 

the summer of 1969. 

Our Tourist Industry depends in no small part on the cleanliness of 

our streams, rivers and lakes. And I need not remind you of the importance 

of that industry. And the lesson that we can lea~ from the past is a vital 

one. It is simply this that the unplanned and uncontrolled use of our resources 
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even though they come free, as does water, can lead us to disaster. Experts 

of all persuasio~s-say that no longer can we afford the unplanned and uncontrolled 

use of water resources. No longer can each individual, each industry, each 

municipality use our water resources as each sees fit in that absolute freedom 

lies the mistake of the past, and the disaster of the future. Those that 

pollute our waters should be compelled to pay for cleaning up what they discharge 

or by paying others to clean it up for them. In otherwords the user should 

pay for putting it back into the condition in which he found it, and for improving 

it, if it indeed requires improvement. 

The Government of Canadabas enacted an Act, known as the, "The Canada 

Water Act." The j udisdictional responsibility for waters divided be~veen the 

two Governments, Federal and Provincial. Hence the importance of the Federal 

Government approach to water problems is a co-operative spirit with the Province. 

So as the responsibility is split or shared, I presume, therefore, that the 

Province of Ne~·Ifoundland and Labrador has been asked to comment on the Bill. 

I understand, Hr. Speaker, there will be ten Federal/Provincial Joint 

Committees, one for each province, and on· each committee there will be three 

Federal and three Provincial members from high official levels, and no doubt 

the committee of Newfoundland and Labrador will determine priorities for research 

planning and implementation and report to his ~!inister. There are£certain 

rivers and streams in this Province with a high degree of pollution, higher 

degree than others. And the rivers with a high degree of pollution will no 

doubt receive attention and plans for alleviation of problems instituted. 

But the prevailing spirt of this CanaJ.a h'ater Act, is co-operation between 

the two Authorities. If we as a Province do not co-operate, the Federal 

Jurisdiction is clear, where there is a national interest involved the Federal 

Government reserved its right to move unilaterally on certain aspects of 

water resources. In otherwords, the Federal Government move in and clean up 

of course where existing Provincial pollution controlled authorities and 

facilities exist, they can and will be utilized. Hunicipalities ~~hich 

deposit human and industrial waste in our waters must do their part. Of course, 

the municipalities·· have little or no funds in Newfoundland. Central Hortgage 

and Housing should be called upon to make funds available from which municipalities 

may borrow under favourable circumstances. I know at present there is a 

shortage of funds, but we hope, this is temporary and here again, I use the word 
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priority, although there are members in this House, who say the word should be 

removed from our vocabulary. This is an area where the private citizen must 

pl;~y , some part and public opinion must remain strong on this issue. We must 

all demand that the job be done, and the price we pay, if we are to win the 

struggle. 

The Water res.ources and f?ollution Act, No. 57, which was passed by 

this Legislature, April 25th. 1967 was proclaimed Law last August. And it 

provides that a permit must be obtained for the establishment of sewerage 

works or even alternations to existing sewerage works. Well, Mr. Speaker, in 

spite of the Law, I am wondering, if sewerage works are not being installed 

and discharge being made in ponds, streams and rivers of this Province even 

today. We hear of installation being made,in fact a plumber, a plumbing 

establishment informed me some weeks ago, that it has to refuse applicants 

for installation of water and sewerage systems due to no permit being obtained 
., ,," . hL,) . 

from the Department of Health. But, he felt/
1
veryjapplicants do go ahead and 

install on their own. And I am wondering if the authority has contradict 

that this pollution of our streams and soil. Everyday I see buildings going 

up along the highway, other than: the Trans-Canada, of course, there are no 

protected regulation prohibiting developm~nt, no control w4~tever. But eventually 

some form of Government be ·it Federal, Provincial, or Municipal will come to 

realize that the ~1hole land is polluted, and then a human cry may be some 

epedimic will necessitate immediate measures to clean up the mess, at a cost 

much greater than if the problem were attacked now. 

Mr. Speaker, there is scarcely a well in our outports where drinking 

water is not in some ways or another contaminated-• I am sure the Department 

of Community and Social Development must have on hand hundreds of applicants 

or inquiries for well diggers. I recall when the vote was expended by the 

Department of Municipal Affairs, inquiries by the hundreds were on file long 

before the vote for community water services had passed the Legislature. 

Hr. Speaker, the news of the Argentia Naval Base phase down, has come 

as a shock to all Newfoundlanders. I should like to extend to my genial and 

hon. friend, the Minister of Provincial Affairs, who represents the district of 

Placentia, and through him, to the fine people of that area my sympathy at .- this 

particular time. I trust that the joint efforts of Federal and Provincial 

Government, will b'ring about a solution to alleviate the economic blow. It 

occurs to me, that decisions to lay off 200 civi]an en~loyees is not made over 
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night. Certainly days, weeks or months autherities must have wrestled with 

the problem, and if they did why was not it made known? But those who are 

affected are given the inclination of the~· phase .. down with very little time 

to make other-oJ!:.·plans or preparations. Hany of those effected have spend.. 

the best of their lives in 
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many o£ those affected have spent the best of their lives in the service, 

now to readjust to other work will not be easy. 

Futherrnore, financial investments have been made in homes and obligations 

have still to be met and I am sure the sympathy of the ~~hole country goes 

out to the people of Argentia. 

NR. ABBOTT: Mr. Speaker, since my election to this han. House fourteen 

years ago, I have been intensely interested and indeed involved in housing 

for the people of this City and i~ewfoundland in general. 

A few weeks ago, I was informed of statistics released by Central 

Nortgage and Housing Corporation to the effect that Newfoundland, one of 

the Atlantic Provinces, had a miserable year in housing construction; 

miserable year during 1969. 1fhere the Atlantic Provinces showed a gain 

of 34.9 per1cent, Newfoundland had a decrease of 30.7 pericent housing starts. 

Here in this city, the total starts reached 771 during 1969, as compared 

with 977 in 1968 - a drop of 22.1 percent. It is generally knoHil. that 

Ne1~foundland has the lowest per capita income in Canada. Forty pe~cen t of 

Newfoundland families must find housing at a cost less than $90.00 a month, 

but we find a steadily increasing costs of building construction and land 

development, ~-rell in access of the nntional aver<tge. 

The demand for a new dwelling unit in the early '60's averaged 2500 

per year. The present year, ~~e are told the<· demand is expected to reach 

4000 units which will involve an investment of $70 million, but will we 

come near this figure? Not likely, unless suitable measures are introduced 

to improve the ability of the low income families to 'obtain adequate 

housing. 

I shall cite, Mr. Speaker, some building costs. Single bungalow -

detached bungalow, which is the most popular with prospective home owners; 

1100 sq. ft. bungalow in 1960 cost $13,800.00, but in 1967 that same 

bungalow was $19,000.00, an increase of forty nine percent. 

Now, the nationai average in the same period 1~as t1~enty-three pel'cent. 

That bungalow in St. John's would cost $22,000.00; Corner Brook and Gander, 

the cost per sq. ft., $15.67 per sq. ft. 

I have confirmed that building materials in Newfoundland are thirty-seven 

percent higher than in Ottawa and nineteen percent higher than Halfax:. 
I 

There is another contributing factor to cost and it is the cost of land. 

'"Since 1960, land in Newfoundland has increased 124 percent; in the 

Atlantic Provinces, seventy-three percent; big Ontario, sixty-five percent; 

j}./3 
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big B.C., fifty-two percent; Canada as a whole, 33.3 percent. Canada, as 

a whole, 33.3 percent, but ~ewfourldland, 124 percent. 

The cost of land in St. John's area has risen faster than in other 

regions of the Province. In 1967, a building lot at St. John's was 

$4,160.00. The same year at Corner Brook, $3,800.00; Grand Bank, $3,500.00; 

Mount Pearl, $3,160.00; Grand .Falls, $2,700.00; Gander, $2,710.00; 

Trepassey, $2,700.00; Metro St. John's, the average cost is $60.00 to 

$80.00 , per ft. frontage. 

Now, we find it is gone to $85.00 to $100.00 per ft. frontage. 

Mr. Speaker, we know lvhy housing in this Province is costing so much. 

I have mention the difference in the cost of building sites. In other words, 

the land. Then, the very high price of materials. \ole knOiv the price of 

labour is not extortinnate. He are convinced our people must have houses. 

They must have a place to house their families. 

The Speech from the Throne mentions shell or partially completed housing 

units. This is a good idea, but there is still the cost of land to contend 

with. Quebec has the right idea. Quebec - the right idea of buying up 

land, developing it, and leasing it to homeowners on a long-term payment 

basis and this has kept the price of land down in Quebec. 

Whereas I sta~ed the increase in price here in Newfoundland has been 

124 percent, in Quebec, during the same period, it has been only eighteen 

percent. 

The condominium housing is literally the existence of dwelling units 

within a dwelling. TI1is type of housing consists of the construction of a 

two-storey d1velling, each with a seven-foot entrance, but a common horizontal 

wall. So, you have each family able to purchase a separate ch•elling unit. 

Con~ominium housing is cheaper than other forms of housing. It enables 

the occupants to accumulate an·: equity in the property and provides interim 

accommodation until the individuals income increases sufficiently to permit 

the purchase of a bungalow or alternative housing. 

Our present building regulations do not permit the construction of 

condominium housing. 

Mr. Speaker, the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador while by no 

means , the only Province of Canada with problems in the field of housing, 

does have special needs created by economic disparity and low per capita 

income. Notwithstanding, the great progress that has been made, many 
/2 It/ 

Newfoundlanders are still living in substandard homes. 

------~.--~-- .-- --
- ~ - ···- ......-- -~ .... ... 



Xarch 9, 1970 Tape 270 Page 3 GC 

.::~yJ.,...-< 

The 1961
11 

indicates that Newfoundland houses are more crowded and lack 

more of the basic facilities than those in other parts of eanada. One in 

every three reported no running water. One._ out of every t"<m report no 

flush toilets. Three-quarters of the dwellings have no central heating 

and 26,000 were overcrowded. It is reasonable to assume that the majority 

of these houses were occupied by families in the lover income group and 

we still have a long way to go. 

It has been the Canadian ideal that every family should be able to 

buy a home of its own, but for thousands this ideal seems to be taking on 

the shape of a fantasy. It is really, Mr. Speaker, a nightmare and the 

problem is at its worse for thousands of young couples in larger totms and 

cities t>here high rent keeps them from saving the down-payments required 

to buy homes or even to buy a piece of land. 

For other families, their inadequate accommodation, whether they are 

rented or owned, seriously effects the tranquillity of fa~ily life and 

the educational prospects of their children. 

A painful paradox of our time is that the numbers of the poor are 

constantly growing in an age of plenty and many of the families living in 

the slums of this city, buy the cheapest hamburger in order to get the 

taste of meat. They have insufficient clothing to keep them warm at night 

and sleep, four or five persons in a bedroom where filth and cold and noise 

erode both body and spirit. 

One concerned counsellor of this city describes' some of the housing 

conditions as ghetto problems with large numbers of people living in 

inadequate old houses. She had visited some of the homes and she found as 

many as twenty-five souls living in one house - five sleeping in one room, 

children .sleeping in bathtubs. 

The hon. Minister of Welfare, in his speech last Monday night, is 

reported to have blasted millionaires landlords, doctors, lawyers and a 

few unethical~businessmen for extracting every red cent possible from the 

tenants. I an wondering if the minister's department has been doing 

business with the millionaire landlords,for the report of his department 

ended l1arch 31, 1968, states that $360,655.67 was spent in rentals for 

persons on short-term assistance. This amount was double the amount spent 

the previous year. 



~~--------~----·--------------------------- -------
}~rch 9, 1970 Tape 270 Page 4 GC 

Certainly some of the rentals must be substandard. How comfortable 

are hon. members? Does it bother us that some people in this city are 

living in homes infested with rats? Do hon. members snore away under the 

sheets in a thermostat controlled room when little children are shivering 

from the cold? It bothers me, Mr. Speaker and I am most anxious that it 

bothers other members and I a~ most anxious that we come to grips with this 

situation. 

TI1e Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation has constructed 

100 economic rental units in the town of Marystown. Of these, forty were 

unoccupied February 1. Forty. The rents for these units ranged from $90 

to to $190.00 per month. The ave~age rental of unoccupied unites is $136.00. 

That would suggest, Hr. Speaker, ldth forty units unoccupied, the Corporation 

is losing over $5000.00 per month income in rent. 

Then you have 160 subsidized rentals of lvhich forty-six are unoccupied. 

Of course, the monthly rent for these unoccupied units cannot be 

determined because under the rental structure for subsidized rental houses, 

the rent is not fixed but is charge on the basis of/f~~ily income in 

accordance "'ith the graduated rental scale. Here you have in one tmm of 

this Province eighty-six housing units .locked up- no one occupying them. 

The units have cost the Government of Canada and the Government of 

Newfoundland plenty/and are we to assume there must have been poor planning 

or insufficient information relative to the possible need? 

I know the Commissioner for housing and his staff are highly efficient 

and no blame can be laid at their feet but someone must have been misinformed 

as to the requirements of the liousing in this particular area. If the fish 

plants at Trepassey, Fortune and Burin had half that number of houses built, 

their operations would certainly benefit and operate more efficiently. 

I understand a large percentage of plant workers - fish plant workers 

in the towns that I h~ve mentioned had to commute to their employment, there 

being no housing for their families. 

Mr. Speaker, we look forward with great anticipation to the programme 

of the Department of Regional Economic Expansion for this Province. It is 

true we have not heard very much todate. The wraps have not being taken 

off. Much lies concealed. All we can do is speculate. We do hear a great 

deal about growthcentres and the attraction of industry. Of course, we in 

this country have been carrying on a campaign of our own in that direction. 

j:J/6 
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But, this concept of growth centres is a 111uch better approach than the 

old hit and miss approach of granting assistance whenever it was requested. 

However, before growth areas can attract new indust-,y, they 1DI1st have the 

social capital. In other words, to attract new industry to a gr~~Wth centre, 

you 1DI1St provide the roads, the transportation facilities, the landbanks 

for housing_, the work for the workers who come into the area, sewage 

facilities and those-1DI1nicipal services that the municipality concerned 

probably cannot afford to finance. 

Naw, one of the chief --

' . . 

J.2 17 . 
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criticisms of the Resettlement Programme, enough care and planning />dd not 

preceded the moving of people. In a great many cases people decide where 

they were going to settle and the thought of school facilities for children 

was never considered and many problems were created even greater than the 

one already solved. 

Today, we hear a lot about incentives for industry and that is to be 

expected for the Government has been trying to induce industry to move into 

areas." We might reasonably expect that our incentives would work more 

effectively if 1~e could offset at least some of the disadvantages that 

a company which locates in Newfoundland has over a company located in 

Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver. 

The disadvantages of/E?ili~portation costs, the difficulty of securing 

rapid delivery, and the added difficulty of that company being located 

away from large pools of skilled labour. EveR .companies in the Ottawa 

Valley area and in Northern Ontario complain of transportation costs. 

They have to compete with companies that are located only one mile away, 

from those who buy their commodities and if something could be done to 

diminish this disadvantage, ~hen industrial decentralization could occur. 

But there appears to be little interrelationship Hith other departments 

of government. One 1wuld think that the Department of Regional Economic 

Expansion would have access to the Departments of Fisheries, Public \vorks and 

Transportation. 

What I nm~ have in mind, Mr. Speaker, is a most prosperous fishing 

community in the electoral district of an han. minister of this House tvhere 

there are about sixty good, honest, hard-working fishermen and about forty-five 

boats in the community and they need a public breakwater to shelter their 

boars, they need a com~nity stage. The hon. minister has been trying hard to 

get such utilities for the fishermen but they are being told, repeatedly 

that although there is no question about the need funds are not available, 

that t~e must lick inflation. 

Now, Hr. Speaker, the fishermen of Newfonndland are not stupid, they 

are not blind, they can read (the majority of them) and they can observe from 

television and they listen to the radio and they know that Ottawa has the 

largest cabinet in Canadian history 1~ith parliamentary-aides and parliamentary 

secretaries falling over one another; and so they do not believe any more 

that funds are not available. 
/,{ If 
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Our fishermen have become tired and frustrated, receiving the same 

stock answer to their requests in order to facilitate them in their 

calling. 

In my district, Bonavista North, there was quite a revival in the 

Labrador fishery, last year. Xen were encouraged to take risks to invest 

thousands of dollars and their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, sometimes we forget the human investment, the risk of 

life in the fishery and we emphasize the economics of the venture. For 

hundreas of years, fishermen from many parts of this Island, have reaped 

the codfish harvest. In return, the North Atlantic has exacted its price 

in the liv,.;s of those fishermen in the loneliness and widetvhood of their 

wives and in the orphaning of their children. 

The history of this Province is inter<voven .vith the history of the 

fishing industry and last spring, our fishermen tvent forth to Labrador in 

their vessels. They toiled, but caught practically nothing. Some came 

home to use the old expression, 'clean' and when representations tvere 

made orally and other<vise for assistance, financial assistance, because of 

the catch failure, the same fishermen were told the only assistance forthcoming 

was to see the Helfare Officer. 

A great many of them, or indeed, the majority of them had never been 

to a Helfare Officer and they considered it a llit of,;stigmatism. It ;vas 

a terrific jolt. It tvas a shock to the fishermen. The supplier of salt, 

and gas and other necessities for the summer's voyage had also gone in 

debt and tvas not in a position to further assist. Credit obtained for 

their families during the breadwinner.' s absence had to be honoured and 

in many cases, there is still a charge against them. 

Yes! able-bodies relief because of a catch failure. In this our 

t.ventieth year of Confederation, the fishermen of Bonavista North will 

never forget it. I submit, Hr. Speaker, the failure of the Labrador 

fishery expedited the act or the bill to establish the Canadian Salt 

Codfish Corporation. 

I suppose it salves the conscience of those who suggested relief. 
t.~-~ r:.r."' ,,~ .. , 

Some years passed. The salt codfishery now is ~ relatively unimportant 

in terms of gross national product because the fishermen tvho lived by that 

/2 I 9 
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industry have,; :despite their efforts, been;. unable to earn sufficient 

income to become eligible for income ta~ and the purpose of this Canadian 

Saltfish Corporation Act is to bring great economic benefits to the saltfish 

producer. This is the primary objective to increase the income and improve 

the living standards of the producers. This is very necessary and worth-

while and if you ,.;ant the fishermen and their families to be happy, then it 

is indeed a good thing. 

~e ~emedies brought forth and tried prior to this legislation, lacked 

capital and modern methods of curing, grading, processing, storing and 

market promotion. Duplication in costs will be reduced and increase returns 

passed o~/fRe fishermen. 

According to the Atlantic Saltfish Commission's report of 1964, known 

as the Finn Repri>rt, the basic difficulty was the lmv productivity per 

unit of the fishermen involved in catching. -This maybe a problem to 

overcome this coming year. 

And I suggest, to offset such low _.procltiotivit~o:!,, the corporation 

will have to act in close consultation with the rehabilitation and social 

agencies of the Provincial and Federal Governments. 

Needles to say, Hr. Speaker, we have the highest unemployment rate 

in Canada and a lm.; standard of living. We must be careful to do nothing 

to compound-our problems. The !!altfish Corporation >vill be in a position 

to control the export trade in the salt codfish as it relates to production 

in Canada, but when it comes to selling saltfish, it 'will have to compete 

in world markets \vith other salt fish producing nations such as Iceland, 

Spain, Norway and Denmark and this will indeed be a challenge to our 

fishe~en to produce the quality of the salt fish products which it can 

offer in the >vorld markets. 

However, Mr. Speaker, representing a fishing district, I trust,the 

Saltfish Corporation will achieve all of its objectives so that our 

primary producers, the men who must work in the saltfish trade under 

great hardships, lvith only faith at times to sustain them,>vill secure 

under this legislation, now before the Senate, more of the fruits of 

their labour. /2 2D 
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Mr. Speaker, I was indeed delighted to hear the Honourable Hember 

for Harbour Grace speak of the attitude of Ottawa in respect of the killing 

of seals. I concurr with him in every word he says. I 'think the latest 

blow to our fishermen , I say a blow, because they consider it such, is 

the closed season on the killing of white coats, on the Northeast coast of 

Newfoundland and Labrador. Can you imagine intelligent men in Ottawa being 

influenced by Brian Davies and-a"few old fanatics here and there to pass 

an Order in Cab::inet promi tting fishermen of the Northeast Coast killing a 

young harp seal, before :•larch 22nd. and then they say he has graduated to 

a beater. I spent ten years at Twillingate engaged as a MagistrateJ in the 

thirties. We were in the de~'f/,1) of depression at that time, I know what 

seals mean to the fishermen of that area. I witnessed hundreds of seal.nets 

inithe waters around that coast every fall from November up to the time that :the 

Northern slob coming.usually the first week in February. Thousands of 
I 

seals were caught the carcass used for meat, and the pelts sold to merchants. 

Many children would have gone hungry but for the seals, many garments of 

clothing to keep them 1~arm were purchased from the seal pelts. Many homes 

obtained their fresh meat supply and in some instances, the return from the 

sealing yeilded more than from the codfishery. Now this spring, in this the 

year of Our Lord, if the 1~inds should bring a patch of white coats insice 

of Twillingate Long Point, the fishermen are not permitted to kil1one,not 
. I 

one hair of a whitecoat is to be touched, but the people must si_e! dovm and 

let them grow until they graduate to beaters.then they can fire away at them 

with the guns and they will kill one out of five and the othei:S fall away and 

die. 

This, Mr. Speaker,. is ridiculous to say· the least, and if the fish

ermen happen to go out to kill a whitecoat then the sky will became dark 

with helicopters, fishery officers from Ottawa by the score, will come dawnj 

swoop dawn, take the name, take the whitecoat, and prosecute them in the 

Court. 1 remember, Mr. Speaker, when we entered Union, our fishermen were 

not allowed to kill turrs. For t"A•enty years, it took Ottawa t1~enty years 

to be convinced that the few fishermen in Newfoundland IJould not elliminate 

the colony of turrs that existed around our coast. lo/hy, I know fishermen 

who were not permitted to exchanr,e a turr for a pound of salt meat. It is 

only this pass year that the law was repealed. I recall il.;Z/ 

- . -~-- . ... . ..._-
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people ,{ragged into the Courts, why even the Cabinet l·!inister, Pro-

vincial Cabinet ~linister became one of the casuality in the Court 

because he killed a turr- a terrible crime, and now if they kill a 

whitecoat its a terrible crime. They can kill the beaters, and some 

of those would not know what a beater looked liked, they lwuld not 

know what a doghood looked liked unless the doghood chased thef?, then 

they would know I assure you. They would not know what a square flipper 

looked ~iked, they never heard talk of the word square flipper. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit as my Honourable friend, the Member of Harbour 

Grace has already stated, within five years the whitecoats will have 

destroyed S~ much fish and salmon in the waters around our coast that the 

Government of Canada Hill be paying men to exterminate the seals the same 

as here in Newfoundland, as you well know, Hr. Speaker. thirty-five ye'!rs 

ago the Nel?foundland Government Has paying the fishermen a bounty of tNenty-

five cents for every tail of a bay seal. In other words, get all - kill all 

the bay seals you can kill and ~1e ~vill give you twenty-five cents for every 

tail. Now this will repeat_-will be repeated I predict in five years time. 
/ 

~lr. Speaker, I am a great believer in accepting obligations that go Hith 

the privilege of living in a free society and I also enjoy the excitement of 

creating a new world, if that is possible. We in Newfoundland today need 

committed trained, educated, right-thinking people who are willing to meet 

the challenging opportunities of our revolutionary age. We have lots of 

young men and women with skills,ideas, ideas, brains and enthusiasm and they 

are to be found in our University. Leaders are needed who are ~•illing to 

accept changes, not for the sake of change but where times demand change. If 

we are to leave our children and our generation the kind of Newfoundland all of 

us want, we have to be just as concerned with other things that make a country 

strong, and that make a country great and these are enduring~ . strong moral 

basis for our society, .: ; .integt:ity and honesty in everything we do in public 

life no less than in private life>"- visible and acceptable quality among all 

Newfoundlanders whatever their orgin or unity of purpose. 

Mr. Speaker, as long as I remain a Member of this House, I shall strive 

to do those thing which I believe to be in the interest of the great majority 

of this Province. 
12 2 z 
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MR. MYRDEN: Mr. Speaker, I hope I will not hold the House up too long. I 

know that there are other speakers behind me and this is not going to be of 

great interest to the people of St. John's, because it is mostly about my 

district. I must say Sir right away that the last week has been most exciting 

in the House. I think I have enjoyed almost every speech, especially some by 

the members like the senior member for Harbour Main, the member for Harbour 

Grace, and the member from Bay de Verde. I think actually the first week 

sounded like true confession week. Host of the so called "dissident Liberals" 

were trying to actually confess all our faults and many of our Honourable 

friends on the other side were trying to justify why they did certain things. 

But, I am afraid this is about all we are going to have to say about that 

because I do not intend Sir, to get into any bickering with anybody. I think 

the people of St. Barbe South actually sent me here to hear all their complaints, 

do as well as I could, and hope that within another year or so that they would 

be voting for me again. 

Now, a few comments about some of the things my han. friend from 

Bay de Verde had to say: He picked a great subject, Mr. Speaker, actually it 

was the subject of small industries. Unfortunately, he picked a couple that 

have not been that good, but .that was not the purpose. One of them, of course, 

was Koch Shoes Limited, which I will not have anything to say about. The 

other one was herring barrels which seems to hit right home because over where 

we come from herring has always been a staple product for many, many years. We 

have grown up with it. We have seen great changes in, the herring industry from 

the days when thousands and thousnads of little ponies and sleighs went across 

the Bay of Islands to get herring to ship out to UNRlo/A Harkets and to the 

United States. All that is changed now, Mr. Speaker, over the last few years 

and I was just talking to a few of my friends over the weekend down in Fundy -

the Bay of Fundy, they have slmost depleted the stocks down there. There are 

only very, very small herrin~ coming out of it now, if anything. In the Gulf, 

which I am lead to believe, is an all together different school than on the 

Southern Shore, the herring are still there and quite good, quite plentiful. 

But, it has been hard to get -at.In the last few years years they have had a 

tendency to wander all over the place. But an interesting subject came up when 

we were talking about it and this particular man said, well, if you have 

anything to say about it ask that some regulation be put in force to ban fishing 

for herring in the Gulf only for dehydrating purposes, for food purposes, 

no; he said, if nothing could be done· until more surveys are made and have been 

made. ; ;z z ·s 

. . 
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He thought that it would be a very interesting experiment to 

find out just how much is left of the Gulf herring. He did say also that 

he felt that within a few years, if we kept feeding the plants there at 

Stephenville aad down on the South Coast there, that pretty soon there would 

not be any thing left of the Gulf li:erring. We have already elosed the Gulf 

to the "Whitecoat" and I would like to see it closed to herring. I would 

also like to see it closed Mr. Speaker, to shrimp and scallops. Now, 

shrimp and scallops are something not new to the Coast in the Gulf, but there 

are tremendous beds over there and they hope that they will equip so many 

boats this next year or so. They have done a lot 

> • 
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MR. HYRDEN: A lot of experimenting right along through the top part of the 

gulf, into even Labrador. They feel also that it will have to be limited or 

else they will clean up the whole area like they did in St. Georges Bay a few 

years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not here to condemn the Government. I think if 

anybody, and I doubt if everybody has seen it, but last month this pamphlet 

went out to my district. It is a little pamphlet that I would like to table 

sometime, or put it out in the clerk's office if any of the members would like 

to see it. It is an idea that the hon. Minister of Health gave me a couple of 

years ago, and I started it sometime in September. It actually condemns nobody 

it thanks the Federal Government, Provincial Government, and there is a picture 

here on the left hand side of the bald headed fellow who represents the district 

and a tribute to NARDA, one of the greater associations in all of Newfoundland, 

and a thank you to the Liberal, or the Government of Newfoundland and the 

Government of Canada, and a little more actually Sir, a little more Sir,thanks 

to the people who have done such a great job of combining and getting together 

with everybody down there to help their own district. They_ are a bunch c ;: 

down there I think that everybody can be proud of in Newfoundland. They are 

agitators, they like to get up and shout and scream and bawl, and then go to 

work. They are great workers, they always have been all over the century. They 

have been know for that right down through. 

In health services Mr. Speaker, we have not been too well off 

actually. When I hear of hospitals over in Bay Roberts with about, or expected 

to be in Bay Roberts with another nine miles to go down to Carbonear to another 

great big regional hospital, I sort of hope it never happens. Not for the sake 

of the people in Bay Roberts, because I know they are entitled to as much or as 

many health services as we get, but actually there is about a two hundred and 

fifty miles span between St. Anthony and Norris Point, and Norris Point really 

we would call in our district because it is a regional hospital for that, or a 

small cottage hospital taking care of the needs of most of the people in my 

district. Thank God over the last six or eight months a $100,000. extension has 

been put on that hospital, but we have always had trouble in the district, and 

unfortunately this happens in many other districts. We have great trouble 

finding district nurses. They tell me,(and I have a daughter down here in the 

nurses training now) they tell me it.as awfully hard to get district nurses. I 

can understand it very, very well because, being down into these places they have 

to take full responsibility for every thing that happens. It is a hard coast 

12.2 s 
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Hl?t. 
to look after, there ~ a lot of needs and we are badly in need of many nurses 

throughout the district. But going a little further Mr. Speaker, over this 

last year we have been very fortunate in starting some industrial development 

in the Hawks Bay and Port Saunders area. I guess many of the people have heard 

about it, the big lumbering industry that has just started or will be starting 

I think this month. It is going to put out something like 30 million to 40 

million board feet. It is going to employ a lot of people, I wish there were 

a lot more actually, but that is another thing that I will speak about in a 

minute. 

There is no health services as such in that whole arsa~ It has a 

nurse at the Port Saunders clinic, but it would be a wonderful opportunity 

actually to ask for, and hope that a doctor will go down into that area. It is 

going to an industrial area that everybody is going to be proud of, it has 

everything in the world. It has a beautiful fish plant in Port au Choix, there 

are hopes that another smaller industry will be starting in Port Saunders and of 

course in Hawks Bay with the new lumber industry, we hope that a doctor will see 

fit to go into that area as soon as possible. 

While we are on health, actually Mr. Speaker, many people I guess 

who travel the coast like I have and many other travellers, have always had this 

same complaint over the summer months especially,that water has been hard to take 

down there. It is a sort of water that runs off the long range into boggy land 

and in a lot\ of cases out through the settlements, and a lot of the local water 

supplies are not contaminated, but they would be contaminated to you and I Sir. 

Actually it is a contamination that runs through you in the 11l!liddle of the 

summer. For . the people who live there, they have sort of become used to it. They 

have become immune to it over the years, and it is a problem that I think exists 

in the whole Northern Peninsula. They are in great need of water supply and 

~ewage supply, and I know and I suspect that there is no Government alive that 

can actually be putting $500,000. water and sewage systems into small areas without 

some money coming back. 

I am hoping actually Sir, that many of these thing will be though of 

when this DREE program comes, and yet like you say, you will never know, these 

are things that the people are asking for, and I know that they need it just as 

well as I do. 

The logging situation throughout Newfoundland. Well most of our area 

on the whole West Coast depends a great deal on the great pulp mills there in 

Bowaters, and logging of course, is a very great pasttime down the coast when 

I .2.2 C 
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they supplement their fishery income with it, and of course with Hawks Bay 

starting up there is going to a lot of work done this year in that area. There 

. is going to be a lot of logging done all along the coast, and they expect that 

actually within a very short while most of these logs for those mills are 

going to be cut right along the whole coast. 

I would like to bring this up, and I was very pleased to hear the 

hon. Minister of Health say the other night that the Government are thinking of 

buying back the land. All the land, and all the timber resources that the 

companies now own. I think it is a big job, I do not see actually how it can be 

done, and maybe they will change their mind after thinking about it, but it is 

something maybe even a differe~t thought could go into. Maybe a control, actually 

if you own land and tie up millions of dollars into owning land, all you are 

going to do then is to cut up little pieces and say, you can cut here, and you 

can cut there, and then come back to Price and you can cut here and you can cut 

there. But I think legislation could be passed actually with the thought that 

maybe if we controlled all these timber cutting areas, I think this is the idea 

actually that the Government would eventually want to get to. If they controlled 

it and passed legislation saying that we will have control over llowaters cutting 

here, and the Price Mill cutting here, and the Stephenville cutting here, and 

the Shaheen }till cutting here, I think this would be even a better system. 

Going into that a little further Mr. Speaker, one of the greatest 

tragedies in this country today, and I think the Premier has spoken about it too, 

is the actual rape of our forests. Now I know progress has to come, and I know 

that there are many things that we have to put up with, but actually if you fly 

over this country, and I fly back here, I fly over this country every week, and 

it ~eems to be an awful disgrace. Now I do not altogether blame the paper 

companies, they are looking at the best piece of machinery that they can get to 

do their job the cheapest, and without that they cannot exist. I know that, I 

have seen enough reports from Bowaters and that to state that they are, sometimes · 

their profit is a very, very small picture. But I think what we should do 

Mr. Speaker, is sort of have some supervision, some regulation over the equipment 

that is brought in and used, or better still actually for every piece of 

equipment they bring in, they should be made to reforestate everything that they 

go over and build another new forest right behind them. I think it would be a 

very small thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, on fisheries I would like to just say a word about that. 

In the salt fish marketing board of, like our han. friend said from Harbour Grace 

/2 ;z 7 



March 9, 1970, TApe 272, Page 4 -- apb 

the great thing will be quality and I think that is going to be a wonderful 

thing. Now he did say the he thought most of the salt fish was put-up in the 

north east. Well I think the hon. Minister of Fisheries will agree with this 

that a great bulk of it is put-up in the northern part of St. Barbe, and that 

would be from the Brig Bay right up through the Straits into St. Anthony I 

believe. I have seen truck loads and truck loads of it there, out in the sun 

and it has been, I know they must supply quite a bit actually to the whole of the 

economy of this coast or this country. 

In our little town of Port au Choix. as the minister has stated, 

they are trying pier seining, and that of course if anybody does not understand 

it is two vessels with a seine between them, small little boats go out early in 

the morning, they go out and they do their fishing during the day time, they 

bring in their catch and they sell it in the evening, as against the gill nets 

which are put out in a lot of cases some day, and maybe four or five days after 

the weather settles down they can back to these gill nets. Now that way of 

course like you say the sifh is spoiled, they are getting poor catches, and poor 

quality fish, and many time many of our big troubles as I have stated in that 

pamphlet right here, when in 1968 the Provincial replaced free of charge over 

800 nets, 800 Mr. Speaker, along the northern coast there,that had been lost 

by dragger destruction, and I do not think right now that there is too much 

hope of keeping the draggers out of the gulf. I wish they would, I would love to 

to seem them. 

Over this last year we have done somethin~ new in Port au Choix. We 

have tried to change over some of the boats to shrimp catching, some of them at 

the bottom of Hawks Bay and many of them over into the coast of Labrador. They 

have done quite well, they have gotten good prices for them, eighty to eighty-five 

cents per pound, and they have done very well indeed. Of course,like I have said 

before we have had many, we have many small settlements over in St. Barbe South 

coast that actually are just fishing cod fish and lobster, such as Trout River 

which had something like 1.5 millions pounds of fresh fish this year. 

In the secondary industries of course. in our district, many of them 

are people who fish all summer, and who like to go into the saw mill industry 

in the fall. They have been doing it over the years, and they have done quite well. 

Actually they have been sort of supplementing their income that way, and the only 

way actually, they have very small saw mills. They have done quite well over the 

years, and most of our people have had good employment all this past summer and 

fall. 1 :z :or-
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fall. 

At Rocky Harbour of course Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister knows 

that they have had quite a small boat industry going there for quite a few years 

the Shears·Brothers in RodqHarbour. They have been building longliners and 

it was very interesting to hear that the north. east coast, I do not know if they 

have any, but it did not seem, but the hon. member from Harbour Grace seemed 

to imply that there was none up in the north east coast. 

Over our way Mr. Speaker, we have something like sixty-five long-

liners right from Bonne Bay right up through to St. Barbe North and most of those 

do their fishing in the Gulf and on the shores of Labrador, and they do very 

well. Like the hon. member from Harbour Grace says, they do very well, very 

well indeed. 

I would like to say that electrification in our district has been 

almost beaten. We have about four or five areas, and they are Bell Burns, 

Portland Creek, River of Ponds, Eddies Cove West, and Wiltondale. Of course we 

are hoping that with the line going down into Hawks Bay now into the great 

industrial area there, that these places will be hooked up. 

The DREE program. I have spoken to the Minister and he seems to be 

very, very interested in the DREE program. From what I have heard of it •••••••• 
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:-!R. NYRnEN: he seems to think that it may be !!;ODd for the larger areas 

but mayhe some of the smaller areas may have to go. But may I say Sir, 

what I have recently read in a paper in Prince Ed,vard Island actually. 

,It is about their program. Now I am not goin~ to say this is going to 

be our program because I do not think it is, actually P.E.I. although we 

all felt at the time that they ~rere so far ahead of us in gettinp; plans 

ready, getting them into Ottawa, getting them sanctioned and now they are 

almost in the process of starting immediately. It seems very interesting 

though, that this little item should come up. It says, ''startin~ with 

the fact that the Federal Government has said, that $728. million would 

be spent over the next fifteen years," ~lr. HcQuade who wrote this article 

I guess, pointed out (he was a member of the present administration there 

in p·, E. I.) He point out that the Province must raise two-thirds of the 

amount, which leaves $235.million to be contributed by the Federal Government. 

But of this amount $36.6 million to be a loan from Ottawa and is repayable 

with interest. 

This part of figuring on the \)art of :lr. HcQuade reduces a share 

of the Federal Government -to $188.4 million over the fifteen year period. 

"However, he says, this is not all new money, as it includes Ottawa's 

share of joint programs already in existance, which if continued over 

the next fifteen years, even at the 1963 rate, will total $127.5 million.'' 

So what is left of the Federa; c;ntribution? ''lr. ~!cQuade fi!!;ures it 

at $60.9 million, but suggests that $60.million of this could be spent 

in salaries for the estimated 400 people, that t<i.ll re~uired to administer 

the plan. Assuming this man's figures are correct, and they have not 

been challenged as yet. It ap9ears that not much is left of the Federal 

contribution under the plan that could go toward the physical project in 

this Province. 

Not' I only read that actually only to find out or to state that this 

is their program and I do not think it is ours, accordinp, to what the 

~!inister tells me. But he did say, and this is •·•hat worries me actually 

• about our oHn nREE nrogram. He did say here that thts is not all new 

money, as it includes Ottawa's share of joint programs, and this is what 

worries me about the net-~ DRF.E proP;ram. Are they going to include 'lr. Speaker, 

are they going to include all our .1oint programs that He no'~ have in 

.. 
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existance? 
I 

That is all want to say about that. 

I have another item that is of particular interest to me. And that 

is the Bonne Bay Park. ~!r. Speaker, Bonne Bay has been known throughout 

the years of its history, as one of the most beautiful areas of all 

Newfoundland. At the turn of the century it was a great commercial center 

supplying needs for the whole of the great hlorthern r-·eminsula, and the 

merchants of the day dealt directly with England, the United States and 

Canada of the day. And of course most of the ueople were very highly 

educated, and had the finest of learning possible. 

These were the days t~hen hundreds of schooners prosecuted the fishery 

in the Gulf~Labrad~r and of course off Bonne Bay. And it was often 

known as a great herring port. There ~1as ahrays a !'Ire at boast that you 

could run the entire length of the t·Taterfront jumping from wharf to t·,harf 

in Bonne Bay. Things t~ere never prosperous het~ever after 1922 - then of 

course the fire destroyed the place almost. Although this may have been 

the start of the commercial decline, it would be many years yet before 

the almost total collapse of the commercial life in Bonne Bay. 

Hhen eventually the road system tvas com])leted on the great f-,'orthern 

1-'eninsula, this was the death-blow of a once prosperous area. ~·lr. Sneaker. 

the tourist potential has always been the center of attraction of a ereat 

many peoule ~rith vision. Back in the 1 30 1 s when the luxury cruises of 
it" ':1 1 :·r· ~ 'l 

that day included such ships as the No!'th Star and the Northern Voyager. 

The areas most attracted by tourists were the Trout River in the Bonne 

Bay area. And ~lr. Sneaker, if there ever tYas a sir.ht to behold, a sight 

never again realized by many many people,:~ras to sail into Bonne Bay on a 

moonlight night, and see these communities nestled in among the most 

beautiful grandeur of the mountains. And when those shins travelled up 

the arm, and turned around the western arm. then travel into eastern arm 

into Lomond looking at the ma.iestic Gros Horne, t,•as the lovely areas of 

Norris Point- and the quiet contentment of Eastern P.rm 1,1hich ~•as something 

they would ahrays remember. 

!-!any of the han. members in this House of Assembly, and I am now sneaking 

to the han. member for Trinity North, have no doubts on this. Xayhe not 
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aboard the great luxuty ships, as I have described, but nossibly alan~ 

the lines of my bon. friend's boat, the Minister of Public Harks, who came 

sailing into Bonne Bay aboard the "t-Ies tern Star: where he disembarked in 

a. crump, because of the limitless soace in that forHard compartment. 

Undoubtedly he had as many headaches aboard this boat, but I know he enjoyed 

this first, his first years of travelling the Coast • 

. The physical beauty of Bonne Bay, I do not think ever could be exPlained 

in great detail here. You could go on with endless and endless adjectives, 

and yet l!r. Speaker, would wonder if this beautiful spot really existed. 

AN HON. HmiDER: The girls are not too bad either over there -

NR. MYRDEN: True lo!r. Sneaker, I concur with that. The people on the 

East Coast must realize that the beauty that vffi describe is entirely 

different than 1-rhat you are used to in this -part of the country. S o to 

exnlain p,reat mountains and nlacid waters may not interest you as a nerson, 

but the difference is so extreme that to peo~le who never visited there.before 

they have all lvithout excention been hip.h in its r>raise for the simn] icity 

of the surroundin~s, +he great hosnitality of its r>eo0 le and the numerous 

advantages this areas holds for the oeople of all ~e\·Jfoundland ~ so todav 

I ask you to realize that this issue right today, is not iust the Conne 

Bay issue. It is the fact that all Nmvfoundlanders almost 1dthout excention 

1vill say, "Let us try and save some part of this beautiful Island to enjoy 

in our leisure moments.'' 

Mr. S~eaker, from the grand spectacular C.ros 1forne
1 

risin11: almost three 

thousand feet above the sea, to the beautiful moonlike area that the Trout 

River gulch illustrates, to the deep fiords of 1vestern Brook, to the 

highly productive salmon rivers of Trout River, Lomond River, Eastern Arm, 

Bal<er's Brook and Western Brook, along with many other salmon rivers such 

as Portland Creek, River of Ponds, Little East and of course these last 

four are only on the . northern edge of the proposed park - to the·. picturesque 

table lands of the Gre~ory plateau, we can surely show the people &n area 

in which some of the last of the Artie Hare, where some of the beauties 

of the areas of the Northern Caribou ranf!;eS, and where naturalists ~'hom 

' I know, and many other private citizens, have travellerl to the top Of many 

of these plateaus including Gras ~lome. It is an area Nhere Ne,,•foundlanders 

/2)2 



Harch 9, 1970 Tape 11273 Pa12:e 4 

will be proud to spend many many days enjoying the very fe<v remaining 

wilderness delights that many of us as children just took for granted. 

In fact it <vas a pleasure ~!r. Speaker, to hear the han. the Minister 

of Supply soeak about such a small delight as taking children to ponds, 

where they could fish for small trout and enjoy somethinp; that he, as a 

boy:'·must have taken for granted. These I mi~Sht add are still the pleasures 

we enjoy in Hestern Newfoundland at the )'resent ti.me. 

\~at better holiday can any family have than to take their children 

into such areas as this beautiful seashore to explore many <vrecks of 

~~ •• , \ t·• 
great ships such as the Ettie.,which our great ~e1>1foundland dog held such 

a star role. I do not know if many of the han. gentlemen remember this 

story, but it is one of great coura12:e and devotion to duty that saved a 

shipload of passengers on the St. Barbe Coast. 

The wreck is still there, and the history is still in the minds of 

many people. There has never been in the minds of people in Newfoundland, 

that a greater area could have been picked for a National Park. Mr. Speaker, 

it was propos'·ed many· years a11:o by many people, but in the early '60's, 

the great interest of former Deouty Hinister of Resources, Dr. Stewart 

Peters, became a great advocate of this program. The Federal Government 

at the time had been discussing a second National Park with provincial 

authorities, and had also looked into another area kna<m as the Blomidon 

Hills area. However, I think that through Dr. Peter's forte; and at that 

time the Minister of Mines and Resources, the han. ''· F. Keough, were 

strongly in support of the Bonne Jlay area, and of course later, the nmv 

member for Trinity North. 

When the Federal department agreed that they <·muld like to take a look 

at the area, they employed Dr. W. 0. Pruitt to do an ecological survey 

and make recommendations on the area. Of course Dr. Pruitt being one of 

the most highly qualified men in North A.'llerica, anJ himself, a great 

naturalist, proposed that an area of 1500 square miles north of Bay of 

Islands to Daniel's Harbour be set aside for the following reasons: 

The Artie Hare, a very rare species of animal, as well as a pine martin 

. in the same category, and also the woodland caribou. For this rep;ion did 

also include many rare plants found nowhere else in Canada, and held excellent 

!:? 3 3 



March 9, 1970 Tape 11273 Page 5 

tourist~opportun±~ies. After con:siderable negotiations between the 

Federal Government and the Provincial Government, they came up uith 

proposals of a maximum of 800 square miles, and a minimum of 480 square 

miles. And Hr. Speaker, I have the proposed areas illustrated on the 

map here, by the planning division at that time. The maximum area included 

a line drawn from the coas~line, just north of Cow Head into the electoral 

boundary of the lfuite Bay South district, and continued down to a line 

opposite Lomond. And ~•auld be starting as far as the high~vay is concerned, 

around the l~iltondale area. 

There \vas at that time also, a second nhase Hhich ~·muld include the 

Trout River Pond gulch, and an imaginary line drmm out tm.,.ards \·!estern 

Arm, but excluding all the settlements such as Hoody Point, Shoal Brook, 

Glenburn area. The minimum area ~,,auld be a someHhat reduced northern 

section from the Lomond, Hiltondale area, to the area north of Co~1 f!ead. 

And of course the present silica controversy started in the fall of 1968 

and came to a head when the Federal survey cre"s ~~ere notified to cancel 

all survey ~1ork and vacate their headquarters at Rocky Harbour. 

From then on the Bonne Bay Park became a very vital issue to all 

Newfoundlanders, and if Sir, you ~Jill bear with me, I Honld like to go 

through some of the statements that Here lssuerl at that time. The N.R.D.A. 

Association proposed a meeting to be held at h'oody Point on Harch 1, 1969. 

The Premier and the present Minsiter and myself, and many other people 

attended the meeting, and explained to the people, their position in relation 

to the Silica !·fine. The position "'as that general sw:veys had produced 

a high grade silica, and they felt compelled in the interest of all Ne~vfound-

land to survey this area to find out for sure if this could be of any great 

value. But the great statement that came out of the meeting was that 

the people would be. advised by the end of September, 1969, whether this· 

mine could be developed, and ~vhether ~1e could get right on ~•ith the Park. 

Because the statement lvas that there Hould be a Park regardless of lvhether 

there would be a mine or not. 
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the people did not like this statement nor were they very happy with it but 

they accepted it because there might have been 40 or 50 jobs available. But 

if it came down to one or the other the Government would favour a park, and 

there was nothing yet then about oil concessions. 

Mr. Speaker, the great controversy began then between the minister, the 

bon. minister and Doctor Pruitt over the value in dollars it ~ould bring into 

this Province. I do not think to this day that anybody is convinced that a mine 

will produce anything like the benefits that a Kational Park will. But it is 

interesting Mr. Speaker to relate some of the statements about what was holding 

up the parkr• Such as this one by the bon. minister as early as January i7, 1969 

(and this is quote{illord of the discove~y at that time, silica, came at the 

very moment that a conference of federal and provincial officials were being 

organized at my request for the purpose of finalizing certain aspects of the 

~ros :Hon1e National Park proposals." I.Je heard nothing about oil concessions then. 

dr 
Ot this statement by the hon. minister; the exploration to determine the size 

and value of the silica deposits should be finished by mid-June and early 

September and by that time we will know whether the silica is worth going 
-;) 

after or not.
1
and still no sign of oil. The statement made in Narch 1969 by 

the present minister (quote) "acquiring the land for the federal government to 

take over the develop_.:~~~ld cost the provincial Government $2 million." As we 

already know from tabled answers in th~s House the minister has given us the 

figure of $3 million. That has gone up now almost one million dollars in 

one year. In the same breath, the minister wonders if it would be best to 

use this money to develop a Provincial park, and it is also interesting to note 

that speaking in the House of Assembly the minister of Education the bon. member 

from Grand Falls said that there had never been an issue that gave rise to more 

misinformation and distortion than the Bonne Bay Park. And that the Government 

had done all in its power to encourage a national park at Bonne Bay but the 

impression has been given that for some nefarious reason we are holding it up. 

May be Mr. Speaker, the bon. minister of Education knew little about the oil 

concessions at Parsons Pond. As late as December 1969 the present minister 

was stating that he was still trying to clear up all the details that led to 

the park. He said that the federal government was still busy doing survey 

and~other preparatory work, and Mr. Speaker of course the mining surveys-as 

any sensible Newfoundlander realizes.had to be done and 'lie appreciate the great 

interest the Government had in . looking into the possibilities of any mineral 
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deposits within the land that they would be giving over to the Federal Government. 

But the truth was Mr. Speaker, that it was not just silica they were looking for 

there had been a mental lapse someHhcre along the line and nobady thought about 

doing the survey before 1969. 

~~en the present federal member of Parliament ~as elected to office, 

that is the present member for Humber-St.George's-St. Barbe, his concern about 

the park proposal was very high on his priorities and he began digging into 

some of the more recent matters. He asked Hr. Speaker, that all correspondence 

be tabled in the House of Commons between both governments so that a fair 

evaluation of the situa~ion could be given to the people of his district. He 

has publicly stated Sir, that the Federal Government had agreed to table 

their correspondence but that the request to the Provincial Government had 

been denied. Now, Mr. Speaker, we come up to the present matter over the 

lastrnonth or so. Mr. Marshall. in Ottawa has stated that the Federal Government's 

National Parks Branch has budgetted $1,971,000 to be spent in the area during 1970-

and 1971 and it is interesting to see that this item is only listed as a new 

hi~rway for Gras Marne. So it seems that even the Federal Government were not 

too anxious to make known that they >Jere going to have this money available 

for the next two years. After further digging into the federal minister ' s 

budget }fr. Harsha:i 1 now finds that the monies earma::ked total something like 

$5,200,000 over the next five years, and that $1,971,000 was listed as road 

construction to upgrade highway 73 which will be going through the National 

Park, and will be brought up to National Park standards as well as 20 miles of 

internal park roads. 

No1-1, Mr. Speaker, this is a lot of money to be spent in this area and we 

are badly in need of it to hel;?. the unemployment pictur~ this of course will be 

a total of almost 50 miles of National Park standard highway from Wiltondale to 

about four miles north of Cow Head. But just listen Mr. speaker to some of the 

other monies to be spent. Almost immediately there is $384,500 of which $250,000 

is a"llot!!ed for land acquisition and the rest for fencing, landscaping and survey 

work, that is involved. And of course this would be of great interest at this 

present time, and of course Mr. Marsha~!. states that the Historic Parks Department 

said that the Resources Minister Hr. Callahan,or the hon. H. R. Callahan,has knmm 

of these plans for some time. I am not sure whether he did Hr. Speaker, I really 

feel that he has n~t. But anyway Mr. Speaker, as late as February 20, of this 
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year Ottawa was still saying that an agreement in principle has been reached 

to build a National Park in Bonne Bay. But nothing further can be acco~plished 

until the Provincial Government hands over the land to Ottawa. So, Mr. Speaker 

it seems that we have the same story again that we have been hearing over the 

last two weeks. That this Government will not give the information to the people 

and are holding it for some particular reason. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

comment on the latest issue;which has risen over the oil concession basiness. 

We have ~nown in the distr±ct that Canadian Javelin have been exploring oil 

possibilities at Parsons Pond. There was never any thought that it would 

extend southward into the proposed boundaries of the National Park and it was 

my impression even until last fall that they had decided to 4~scontinue oil 

drilling in that area. And until the Evening Telegram came out with the 

latest map of oil concessions by these people 
(. o! ' f 

nobody ~·~t least I was not aware, 

that they existed ~at least nobody outside the present administration. The 

greatest tragedy of this whole affair Mr. Speaker, has been that the people 

of my distrtct has been given the greatest runaround in history and if this 

continues I am sure that the National Park people are going to be totally 

fed up with the whole affair, and cancel plans that they may have to develop 

the National Park. 

Mr. Speaker, the history of oil being in Parsons Pond area goes back 

before the turn of the century) when fishermen used some of this oil that 
tl.e;r 

seeped from the ground in A' the motor boats. Since that day hundreds of 

thousands of dollars have been spent by speculators who have been trying to 

find the source of any commercial amount of oil. Nay be it exists b1,1t •.·hy 

should '.>'e continue to speculate with our natural resources when we have them 

all around us to develop. I do not doubt Sir, that if oil existed there it 

would be a great boom to the economy. And if the southside hills were made 

of gold or if Ottawa dumped a billion dollars in our ~ap it would also have 

the same result. 

And Mr. Speaker, before I finish I would like to make a few observations: 

We may ever be cursed by our grandchildren {or allowing this opportunity to 

slip through out fingers to retain something that every Newfoundlander would 
,, 

be proud of, and the slogan of'lndustrialize or perish because of silica mines 

and oil concessions will undoubtedly destroy every chance that we have to 

retain this great beauty spot, and I wonder why we are doing it. l~e must 

develop the lrout River area because this holds the most picturesque spot in 
I ;2 ·yJ 
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the whole park and there is no reason why this has to be in the second phase, 

And I believe the fremier has agreed that it will be coming in in the first phase. 

1-le should not destroy the fishing areas of Trout River ., Sally's Cove they are 

self-sufficient God-fearing people who are contributing to our economy,they are 
we should 

wonderful workers Sir, and I am sure I . retain these areas for they will be 

natural attractions in themselves
1

so why waste millions of dollars or may be 

hundreds of thousands of dollars moving them/ 

If a National Park is developed; as Dr. Marshall Laird stated at the Liberal 

Convention. the whole area lends itself to an underwater national par~T therefore 

we cannot pollute Bonne Bay with the silica mine because we will be destroying 

any chance of future development in this araa, This alone would be a first for 

Newfoundland so why destroy this chance' And, Mr. Speaker, I would like to state 

right here in this hon. House of Assembly that if it is within our power to cancel 

oil concessions or to exclude that StQall area outside the park I ask that every 

member of this House stand up and be counted because this will be a blot on 

every man's conscience that only time will erase ; so do not let it happen. 

l1r. Speaker, I would like to read a small item here in a paper that has come 

down to me, and it concerns exactly the same situation that exist now in the Gaspe 

Park area and may be this will convince all hon. members of the seriousness of the 

situation It is called the "New Clash Over The Gaspe Park Plan." It is from 

the Star 1 s Ottawa Bureau, and here are the facts as they give it. There will be 

no National Park in the Gaspe until the Quebec Government withdraws all oil 

exploration permits which have been granted for the designated park area. The 

federal minister responsible for National Pari~ was adamant yesterday that he is 

prepared to ~~ait out Quebec City on the contentious issue. The history of the 

proposed Forillon Park has been marked by repeated conflitts between Quebec add 

Ottawa and so far Mr. Chretien has won every round. The latest problem of the 

park surrounds the fact that the Quebec Government granted a permit last April 

to the Ladaboro Oil Ltd for oil exploration there,however, under the terms of 

the National Park agreement1which was signed three weeks after the permit was 

grantedJno natural resource exploration or exploitation is permitted. Mr. Chretien 

said yesterday that the Quebec minister of Inter~overmental Affairs
1
Marcel ~!ass~ 

has requested that Ottawa amend the federal law on National Parks. However, Mr. 

Chretien tol~ repor~ers he would not approve the requested amendment which would 

have permitted continuation of the exploration permit. The minister said 

/135~ 
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other provinces specifically Alberta had previously asked for permission to 

undertake mineral explorations on national park land but this had been refused. 

Mr. Chretien gave every indication yesterday that he expects to win his 

showdown with Mr. Masse, as he did the previous test of wills last spting. 

Nationalists in the Quebec cabinet had previously stalled Quebec acceptance 

of the park idea because they did not want a federal park to be called 

National. And they objected to giving Ottawa the land for more than four 

or five ,years. Hmlever after local pressure on~Quebec 7helped by a trip to the 

Qaspe by Mr. Chretien, the Quebec cabinet finally agreed to a long-term lease. 

Quebec commitment was to expropriate the land and donate it for the park 

without any legal encumberance such as an oil permit and Ottawa will pay 

development . . cost which are estimated at $8 million. Pockets of oil have been 

discovered in the Gaspe in the recent months but the oil companies have been 

unable to determine yet whether the deposits are large eno~gh to be profitable. 

Mr. Speaker, what I have been saying is not new to this Hon. House. 

MR.F.W.ROHE: Hy hon. friend would permit me to ask him two or three questions: 

I have been following or yet I have missed the first part of his-dissertation . 

(I think is a good word for it)on the west coast ,an area ;Mr. Speaker, as this 

House knows. he and I are particularly interested in~ for special reasons. In 

connection with the comments he has made here tonight there are three questions 

I would like to ask him in all seriousness ~ not with any view of embarrassing 

the hon. gentleman because much of what he said I am in entire agreement with 

it, much of it. There are three points there, that he made, at least he 

implied if he did not say itj one was that the development of the silica 

would pollute Bonne Bay. and the question I ~~ould ask him is ,;in vie~~ for 

example of what is. happening in the great asbestos development at Baie Verte 

where you have tremendous mine, one of the biggest in Eastern Canada almost at 

tide-water and yet they have not polluted one bucketful of salt water/~aa have-
SD 

no, I do not think they will do/J qoes it follow then that the development of 

the silica deposit in the Bonne Bay, in the eastern arm of Bonne Bay up in the 

mountains there would necessarily pollute Bonne Bay7 If my hen. friend knew-

he does not know~ ! do not know,The drilling has gone do'~ to four thousand feet 

but if my han. friend knew that at six thousand feet there were great commercial 

deposits of oil would he then advise the House and the Government to forget it: 

To forget it completely, in view of what ~afiappened for example, to the Province 

of Alberta, where oil has made that Province the wealthiest in Canada~ and given 

/2 .3'1 
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it tile highest standard, would he advise us in view of our standard our nee-d for 

employment, our need for eevenue, to forget the fact that there was oil six 

thousand feet down1 find it may be there, \le have only gone down four thousand 

feet, lllhen I say we 

. ·~-.-- -·-~ 
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HON. F.W.ROWE (Minister of Education): Who ever has dr;f.lled it l.as only 

gone down 4,000,which is nothing. My hon. friend must know it is nothing compared 

with the depths that they have gone in the Middle East and other places. 

The third question is: Does the exist~~ce of a concession area 

as outlined by him just now, oil concession I mean, does that exist~nce nullify 

the whole idea of a national park in the Bonne Bay area? I have lived there as 

he has. I know the area.! have gone over every inch of it. And certa~nly I would 

have no great difficulty in delineating four or five hundred square miles there for 

a national park. Does the existance of that concession area, in the Parsons Pond 

area, does that nullify the whole concept of a great national park at Bonne Bayt 

~hich,incidentally, I will tell my hon. friend in case he was not here, that I 

was the first man to stand in this House and advocate, and not two years ago, but 

nineteen years ago. 

MR. MYRDEN: Mr. Speaker, the first one on the silica mine I am only thinking 
;);. 

that it is going to be
1
,open mining. There is bound to be runoff, there is bound 

to be drainage from that area going into the Bonne Bay area. I do not know, but 

I really think
1
my honest opinion is that there cannot be a silica mine there, in 

the area proposed7 the area in which they have been drilling, because I have no 

idea where you could put an entrance to that park. I have no idea unless you 

went over the hills, or you came down through Woody Point and the other area. I 

do not know. I am wondering if it gave forty or fifty people employment in a 

silica mine there, and it would run out in ten, twenty or fifty years would that 

be more of an embarrassment to this Government;where•silica is so plentiful all 

') 
over this island. I do not know, I do not know, I have not seen the grades even 

of the thing, but I am only going by what I hear down in the district. 

Now the second part of it, of the oil concessions,! believe I stated 

in one of my last points there that, if it would be possible, and I think it is 

possible, where it is, what I have seen in the northern section there, if it is 

possible at all we could exclude that and add many squares miles on the southern 

section in the Trout River area, which I know and which my hon. friend knows is 

the most picturesque in Newfoundland. In the Gregory Plateau and in'·.the table 

lands we could add it on there. There is all kinds of possibilities without 

going in there. 

Now the last one you mentioned oil. I am just repeating what the 

Federal Government feels about oil concessions in the park. Now that came out 

of Otta~o;a, /;: 41 
MR. ROWE (F.W.): The Federal Government, you mean the parks( 

I .. 
l 
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MR. MYRDEN: Yes the parks people. You know they have just stated that they 

are not going to even set this $8 million up for this park. They have just 

said that there will be no national park in the Gaspe until the Quebec 

Government withdraws oil exploration permits. Well I do not see how they can 

do it for us, and not do it for them. That is only my opinion, and that is all 

I am stating. I really do not know. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Well my hon. friend has answered it. The answer to it is ";c: 

shift the -boundary is it not? 

MR. MYRDEN: ~es; oh yes you know I would be willing to state that this is not 

infa~ble. I mean I think that the upper section where that area is in the 

Parsons Pond, which is not in the park anyway; Parsons Pond is outside but, from 

what I saw is in the St. Paul's area, you know inside the thing which could be 

cut off and they could continue. I do not see anything wrong with that, but I 

feel that if we are going to take so many square miles off them for oil 

concessions, I think it should be added on the other section. I think the people 

probably would go along with that. 

MR. ROWE(F.W.): But nobody has objected to it have they? 

MR. MYRDEN: No Sir, that is why I am giving the speech, this is why you know 

I am just stating my view. The Government has not given any view on it and that 

is why I am stating it. 

As I was saying Mr. Speaker, this information is not new to this 

hon. House and I have asked in every session, and I guess :many other Members 

before me, what progress has been carried out in the national park? The l-1inister 
~rl.Y 

I believe, and I honestly., the present minister 
7
wh0111 I have gotten great cooperation 

from, the present lUnister of Mines Agriculture and Resources, I honestly feel 

that he I would say,knew nothing about the oil concessions and that they came as 

a great surprise to him that they are within the park area although he must have 

known, or may be he never, even thought about it. But anyway I ask again~ 

Mr. Speaker, if it is at all possible~ that any information on the national park 
5~e.. 

I would like to0 it tabled in the House, because I understand this situation is not 

only in the interest of Bonne Bay, I think it is in the interest of all 

Newfoundland •.. Thank you very much! 

MR. SPEAKER: Before the han. member begins his speech on this debate, I said 

this afternoon that I would take the resolution for the Point of Privilege as 

raised by the bon. member for St. John's West, and I would have a few comments on 

it later. I now do so. First of all we have to try and consider, and I am not 

going to repeat what I said the· other day in connection with the question of 
!1fj2 
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privilege. but we have to consider what is a breach of privilege of the House 

first of all. The authorities have been vague, and they have kept them vague 

deliberately I think. because once something is annotated and you say that this 

is a breach of privilege, and this is something else and you list them, then 

anything outside of that automatically becomes in a category of not being a 

breach of privilege. So it has been kept rather vague, and unwritten as it 

were, but it does say this "anything which may be considered a contempt of court 

by a tribunal is a breach of privilege if perpetrated against this Parliament. 

such as wilful disobedience to,or open disrespect of the valid rules and so on. · 

Such as wilful disobedience to. or open disrespect of its valid rules, orders 

and processes." Now the question that raised this Point of Order is this: 

According to provisions made in the statutes, certain documents should have been 

filed fifteen days after the House of Assembly convened for this present session. 

That was on the eighteenth. It is nineteen days ago since the House, His 

Honour the Lieutenant Governor opened this session with the Speech from the 

Throne. It is contended by the han. the member for St. John's West that therefore 

these documents should have been tabled in accordance with the statutes fifteen 

days after the opening of the session. 

Now the hon. the· President of the Council, .: says that }that in his 

opinion the question of time, the number of days being sitting days. and he 

was therefore within his rights in not filing until. or not putting these 

dicuments on the table of the House until this afternoon. or this evening rather. 

He claimed in his statement today that he was counting sitting days, and he was 

well within the fifteen day limit by filing as he had intended to do. I take 

his statement as correct, the documents are ready on his desk and he will bring 

them up into the House this evening. He did that, so the question is one of 

interpretation, to begin with,as to which is the correct day definition here. 

Is it fifteen calendar days from the beginning, or whether it is fifteen sitting 

days. I am inclined to agree when the statute at least says fifteen days from 

the commencement of the session. Now if the Act says fifteen days from the 

commencement of the session. and they meant or they intended that it should be · .. , 

fifteen sitting day from the beginning of the session, then I think the Act 

should have said so, and I am inclined to agree that it· may be the fifteen day 

interpretation is the correct one. That is, fifteen calendar days from the 

. beginning. Although I can see the arguments that can be put forward in both 

sides of the case in order argue one way or the other. But even if we were to 

accept that. then is this a question of privilege? We have said at the 
I'Z. t; 3 
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beginning that anything that is considered a breach of privilege, if it is a 

contempt of court that would be considered a contempt of court by a tribunal 

and it was wilful disobedience to, or open disrepect of. Now I think if we 

take these terms as being the valid bonds, or the words that are operative here, 

any person who committed an offence wi]fully and in disregard, in wi]ful 

disobedience or open disrepect of the rules of the House, then he would be in, 

there would be a breach of privilege. Under these circumstances we heard the 

President of the Council say that in his opinion he was going by the fifteen 

sitting days from the first of the session, and the hon. member for St. John's 

West of course had fifteen calendar days from the beginning of the session. If 

we were to get extremely technical and not allow for the words '·willful disobedience 

" or disrepect of the rules, then it would be a breach of privilege. But I do not 

think under the circumstances the explanation which the hon. the President of 

the Council gave brings it into the category of breach of privilege or any 

disrespect or wi]ful disobedience. He has stated clearly to my mind that he was 

going by his interpretation of the fifteen sitting days, not calendar days. The 

report was ready, I do not think there was anything wiVful about it, I do not 

think there was any disrespect for the valid rules of the House, and therefore 

I do not think that this comes under the matter of the breach of privilege of 

this House. 

MR. CROSBIE: If a disregard of a statute is not 

MR. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I must say to the hon. member that we had -

MR. CROSBIE: Before I sit down, as I do not take orders from anyone but 

yourself, but since you are now speaking I will sit down . 

MR. SMALLI;'OOD: Sit down, sit down, you are breaking the rules 

MR. CROSBIE: The hon. the Premier does not order me around 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Sit down 

MR. SPEAKER: Will the hen. member for Port de Grave continue 

HON. E.DAWE (Minister of l1unicipal Affairs): 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I appeal from your ruling. With all respect I cannot 

agree with it and therefore I appeal from the ruling 
J j, ; .~.\ .... x "), "r! C .''v 

MR. SPEAKER: Order~before the House is that the ruling of the Chair be 

sustained. Will those in favour of the motion please say "Aye" contrary "Nay" 

It is my opinion that the "Ayes" have it, and the ruling of the Chair is sustained. 

RON. E.DAWE (}tinister of Municioal Affairs): Mr. Speaker, first I would like to 

associate myself with other hon. members who have spoken in this debate, and 

offer my sincere congratulations for the excellent manner in which the mover and 
).}t.tq 
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seconder presented the Address and Reply in the gracious speech from the Throne. 

I am sure this is very heartening for us on this side of the House 

in having two hon. members who have such wide and varied experience in the 

affairs of our Province expressing such optimism for its future as we enter the 

seventies. 

Mr. Speaker, the gracious speech referred to the proposed conference 

on the economic future of our Province to be held in St. John's early this year. 

I feel sure that this conference will be welcome by all levels of municipal 

government in the Province, because each council concerned will have the 

opportunity to ascertain how their particular community can take part and share 

in this development. 
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and from the information gleaned, w;ll then be in a better position to determine 

the best course of action their co~~unity should take. The officials of my 

department having been 1;orking very closely with minister and the officials of 

the Department of Community and Social Development -for the passed several 

months, in helping to prepare plans and programs for submission to our Federal 

Hinister, Hr. }!archand, and his officials at Ottawa, for the inclusion in the 

first phase of the DREE program, which is as we know is to commence early this 

yearl ~nd as well, the five year program that is to be agreed upon by all 

levels of Government to be announced later this year. 

And .as I have pointed out, Hr. Speaker, this conference will give 

us all the opportunities to swap ideas, and suggestions to correlate all the 

information received from the experts, so that we will be better informed and 

be assured of the best possible direction we should take for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, during the short time in the office that I now hold, and 

from the various meetings with councils from all areas of the Province, I have 

come to the conclusion that the main concern, as far as public service is 

concerned, is the provision of water and sewerage systems, servicing of land 

for house construction, and the improvement of streets by paving, adequate fire 

protection and recreational facilities. Last but not least, industrial 

development with the hope that they may be fortunate in having new sources of 

employment located in or near there community. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government since Confederation have accomplished much 

in this direction. And I feel sure that if we were to look back over the past 

twenty years, anyone vmuld not have visualized that we could have made such 

tremendous progress in the short period in our time of history. However, there 
I. hl,t 

is a limit in my department, such as ours can do, bearing in mind the sparcenc•SS 

of our population, and spread over such a wide area of the Province~ and, 

unfortunately, the relative low income of some of our people. Therefore, ~1r. 

Speaker, because of these circumstances and the increasing demands of our 

pe9ple, all communities wish to have equal services and opportunities with their 

other communities, and because of this high capital cost involved, it is 

difficult for the Province to provide these services 1dthout the support and 

help of the Government of our nation. 

I have no doubt, l1r. Speaker, that this confer€nce will ~ive much 

information, When the program is enlarged to encompass other areas of the 

Province, now not included, every member's district in this House, will be effected 

. . ·-·---- ..... -_ 
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directly or indirectly by money provided by DREE. First, because of the 

employment it will provide. Also, it will lessen the burden of the Province 

so that the Provincial Government will be in a better position to provide 

these services in any of the districts that may not be included in the DREE 

program. 

And I wish to assure toe the the hon. the Premier that I will along ~qith 

the officials of my department render all assistance possible to help make 

·fl,. 
this cortfer,ence ... success that ~qe wish it to be. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a few minutes to refer to statements 

1':'-' 
made outside this House with regard;this Government's lack of interest in support 

of local or secondary industry. I can speak, Mr. Speaker, from personal 

experience of my family that we have been closely associated with trying to 

provide local industries down through the years, and we kno"t<: what a problem 

it is for a secondary interest to survive in this Province, more especially 
r~tir 

since we became\of the great nation of Canada. 

I would just like to point out to the House, just a fe'~<7 products we 

have been associated with in Newfoundland, and I regret to say not one of these 

products have been produced. I would like to refer to the various furnishings, 

such as church furnishings, windows, doors and sashes, at one time they ,,·ere 

making church furniture, brich. broom handles, birch plywood, butter tubs, 

fish boxes, barrels and drums, herring barrels, oil drums, sawmill and lumber 

production, paper wallboard, birch chairs, school desks, concrete bricks, nails 

bolts,and various phases of the salt fish industry. And I regret to say, 

Mr. Speaker, at this time practically all these have ceased to produce, and now 

they rev~cr to a condition of buying and selling. lbere must be a reason for 
(f 

it, !t is because,,I think~ 'the lack of major markets within the Province, and 

one of the greatest weakness I could see for local industry is that what ~•e 

would need in a good province-wide,;sponsored by Government~ sales organization. 

I feel that the local industry could produce a quality article that could set 

up the production that would be needed, and I feel that because of the low 

production and the high cost involved in setting up a good sales organization 

this is the greatest weakness point, and I feel that before we could have 

a good viable secondary industry within the Province, you would ~.;ant a good 

organization to assist in the sales. But, I would like to thro"~<T out at least 'A. 

suggestion for a good viable local industry that we could sponsor, and I refer 

to the paper carton industry~ lis we all know that at Stephenville uithin the 

. ' 
··- r. "' •• 
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next two years, we will have liner board produced in vast quantities. And if 

we had some local concern to set up a modern fiber board box producing plant 

to be located at the industry itself, I do not see why that no single paper 

carton should be imported into the Province, when this industry comes into. being. 

As we know, there is a tremendous amount of demand for this type of carton, ~1e 

have our local beer and soft drink producers who are 1vide users. We have the 

local butter factory, we' .have the biscuit factories, the paint factories, and now, 

I" think, there is a certain amount going into the export of fish. But, I would 

say, that this is one local industry I could feel that could be set up, once 

this liner board comes into production. As I say, Mr. Speaker, the local plant 

would be set up, would be guaranteed therefore it would be priced at the mill 

itself. The products should be sold to local industry at the price they will 

sell on the world market, and I believe, not only could we sell this type of 

box I·Iithin the Province, but there could be a ~~ide export market especially in 

the Haritimes and in the Ne1~ England States. 

}lr. Speaker, I would like to speak of the concern and satisfaction with 

which the fishermen of my district are eagerly looking forward to the setting 

up of the salt cod fish narketing board. They are very appreciative of the 

Government's action in this direction, and neiJ confidence Hill be restored to 

this indu~try, especially should the aims of the board be realized by increasing 

the returns to the fishermen, as it is anticipated. Also, I feel that much 

needed employment ~~ill be found throughout the Province IJith a more stablized 

fishing industry. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. 
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MR. DAWE: The fishermen of Port~de-Grave as you know have always 

produced a very high quality of fish, mostly because of the assistance 

and help they receive from their women in the production. This production 

consists mainly of the light salted or pickled quality, and I know from 

experience Hr. Speaker, that have no difficulty whatsoever in selling 

their product. And even now at this time in the season, it is impossible 

for them to supply the demand of this type of fish. 

The inshore fishermen of my district had a very successful year 

last year. They tell me it was one of the most successful in many years, 

and the most difficulty was experienced by the fishermen themselves in 

not being able to handle all the fish caught. I understand that some 

of the cre\vs over there ~ average from 1500 to 2,000 and I believe that 

one of the crews itself a man with three of his sons, reached as high 
3,000 f"''( 

as ~uintal~ in a short season the Fisheries of Port-de-Grave, and this 

would ~ive them an average net return on their operation, their net or 

gross return- forty to fifty to sixty thousand dollars. And I would 

hope Mr. Speaker this problem of not being able to get clear of their 
-[J.,., 

fish 
1
should.,have a successful season this year ;,will not develop. 

Mr. Speaker, preparations are now going on for the coming season, and 

they are confident that the take-over of the plant at Port-de-Grave and 

Harbour Grace by the new owners, will eliminate the difficulty they had 

last year in disposing the fish caught. And I would like to thank the 

new manager, the hon. member for the district of Harbour Grace on behalf 

of the fishermen {ot· his assurance that they are taking steps at both plants 

to see that these conditions do not re-occur1 if they are fortunate enough 

in having a good fishery again this year. However I regret Mr. Speaker, 

to report that the _fishermen who did prosecute the fishery at Labrador 

last year, had a complete failure. And I feel that if this condition 

should prevail again this year, I am doubtful if it will be continued after 

such a failure as we had last year. 

MR. A. J, MURPHY (Leader of the Opposition): I wonder if the Hon. Minister 

was right - just to correct himself in Hansard. If he was happy to report -

I am just wondering in your actual word, do you say we are happy to report 

that the Labrador fishery was failure, and it might have been just a slip 

' 
.... -,--~--
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MR. DAWE: No I say I regret Mr. Speaker the report that the fishermen 

who did prosecute the fishery last year in Labrador had a complete 

• 
failure. And if this condition should prevail again this year, I am doubt-

ful that they will continue. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Graham Morgan, a local fisherman in Port-de-Grave 
,_l~ r 

has come with~! think, is a novel idea, and if it proves successful, and 

within the financial means of the fishermen, this could greatly improve 

the income of the fishermen concerned. And it is his opinion, it could 

be equalled in importance to the introduction of the longliner trap boats. 

And I refer to his idea of a small compact fisherman's drier. He has 

constructed one himself last year, using a heavy fan and an oil stove at 

a very nominal cost. 

The quality of this fish produced 1~as excellent, and this ~ras confirmed 

by the reports he received after the fish reached the markets. He is 

continuing his experimentation, and a local firm is very interested and 

is now investigating to see if a more sophisticated equippment could be 

provided with proper controls and still be in the price range that a 

fisherman could afford. 

The erection of the drier with proper installation to hold the fish 

would be built by the fishermen's crew themselves. And when I refer to 
' f 

the fishermen's crew, I am talking :three or four men because this is the 

usual number in a arew. And they are either members of one family or other 

men sharing in the voyage. So actually the cost of operating the drier 

could be divided similarly to the operating cost of the boat. And if 

this type of drier should prove feasible, it will also help to lessen 

the risk of a bad year because of low production. 

With this drier the fish could be processed to its final stages, thus 

fetching a top price when sold to the markets or the local buyers. To 

further simplify what I mean, Mr. Speaker, ! _ sayJ for 200 quintals of 

fish fully-dried, the average price secured is twenty-five dollars per 

quintal, thus making a total of $5,000. I would just like to repeat this 

simple method. For 200 quintals of fish fully processed, the fishe~en 

will receive t1venty-five dollars per quintal of $5,000; while the value 

of 400 quintals fish sold fresh, would only realize about $4,500. So we 

can readily see that if we had a low-production year and the fishermen 

/.2)"0 
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could produce the fish themselves to the fullest possible :11:11:~.~·~. he would 

receive the top price and thus reduce his earnings, and he would be in 

a better position than if he had sold his fish fresh. 

He also further states that due to the change i~ our weather patterns 

this past years considering the amount of dampness that was experienced, 

thus hampering the fishermen from drying their catch. The hon. the Premier 

and the Hon. Minister of Fisheries have met with Mr. Morgan and he 

appreciates their interest shown to him. A further and new development 

as ·far as the fishermen there are concerned is that many of them are now 

up-grading their stages providing good water supply and freezing equipment 

is being inst~lled to provide small freezing capacity in order that they 

may supply themselves with their own bait. 

And before I pass on Hr. Speaker, I would like to point out to the 

House that the fishermen of Port-de-Grave have been expecting improvement 

to the harbour facilities for many years, and as we know it is their 

intention to continue to operate larger boats, and this naturally requires 

more mooring space, and I do trust that we could receive some assistance 

under the DREE program to provide these fishermen with better mooring 

f ad.li ties. 

I was heartened by the address by the hon. member for Harbour Grace 

here this afternoon, and he spoke in a similar vein, and I am sure the 

fishermen of Port-de-Grave will do their ut~ost to make sure that the fish 

plant both at Port-de-Grave and Harbour Grace is being fully stocked with 

fish as far as they are concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, let us take a few minutes to give you some of the history 

of the developments of local government that has taken place in the Province 

the last few years. And I feel probably I would not go on with this now, 

but as I say it just about 11 o'clock and I adjourn the debate. 

On motion the House adjourns until tomorrow Tuesday at three of 

the clock. 
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