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The House met at 11.00 a.m. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

Presenting Reports of Standing and Select Conunittees; 

HON. W.CALLAHAN(Min. of Finance): Mr. Speaker, 1 wish to table the report of 

the Civil Service Commission for the year ending March 31, 1970. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS: 

HON.S.NEARY(Min. of Welfare): Mr. Speaker, 1 have the answer to Question No. 310 

on today's Order Paper,asked by the hon. member for St. John's East Extern,and 

the answer is no. 

MR.HICKEY: A supplementary ques~ion Mr. Speaker. How many homes are presently 

under construction, could the minister inform the House? 

MR.NEARY: I suggest to the hon. member,Mr. Speaker, that he place that question 

on the Order Paper. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

~IR. T. A. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, before we move to Orders of the Day I 

would like to direct a question to the hon. the Minister of Highways. Is the 

Hon. Minister aware that at the intersection of the Trans-Canada Highway and 

the new road to Come by Chance, some person or persons,in open violation of 

the law,are erecting a large sigh? •~ill he assure the House that this sign will 

be removed and the law breakers prosecuted forthwith. 

HON. H.STARKES(Mln. of Highways): Mr. Speaker, I did n°" take notice of the 

question.I am not aware of the situation at the present moment. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR.COLLIN!l~ Mr. Speaker, before we get to Orders of the Day I have a question 

for the Hon. Minister of Connnunity and Social Development. I wonder would the 

minister advise the House as to when the DREE Agreement is to be si~ned! 

HON, W. ROWE(Min. of.Community & Social Dev.): Mr. Speake~, I only returned 

to the Province after being away for a week or so. I do not have all the 

information necessary to answer that question at the present time. I do hope 
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though,Sir, to be able to make a statement on the present DREE Agreement and 

NEW DREE Agreement early next week, if the hon. member does not mind waiting 

that long. 

MR.CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of Labrador Affairs. 

Will the Minister give the House information what the total number of persons 

are,now- employed at Churchill Falls and the Churchill Falls Project,and how 

many of themwereresidents of Newfoundland and Labrador.before the work 

commenced,as compared to how many are employed there, who have come there 

from other Provinces? There are· many reports that the percentage~of non

Newfoundland workers are very high. Could the Minister give us that information? 

MR.SPEAKER: -Order please! I believe that this question is already on the 

Order Paper>if I am not mistaken. 

HON. E. WINSOR(Min, of Lab. Affairs): Mr. Speaker, some one asked the question 

orally the other day but he did not put it on the Order Paper. I take notice 

of it now and,if it appears on the Order Paper,! will endeavour to answer it. 

MR.COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, supplementary to the question I asked the Minister 

for Community and Social Development; in view of the fact that there seems to 

be a lot of concern on the part of municipalities that DREE~might not be covering 

street paving programmes,can the Minister indicate to us what the prospects are 

for street upgrading,streets paving assistance? 

MR.Rew!: Mr. Speaker, I suggest he put it on the Order Paper. 

MR.V.EARLE: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Hon. 

Minister of Fisheries ~ Has the Minister received any representations from the 

inshore fishermen,on the west side of Fortune BaYi concerning the present operation 

of herring seiners in that area to the extent that the resource of that area is 

being rapidly depleted? Over fishing on a very extensive scale is taking place 

and the fishermen.are in dire danger of damage to their gear,in fact some damage 

has been done, Has he been notified . and has he taken any action? 
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MR. WINSOR: 

Mr. Speaker, as the hon. gentleman knows, this is entirely a 

Federal matter. If the question is put on the Order Paper, I will endeavor 

to get the answer for the hon. gentleman. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question, I know that this is 

a !ederal matter, but it is of great concern to the people of this 

Province. The minister should take action. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, a question to the hon. minister of Health. 

Could the minister inform the House whether the Government plan to have 

a plebiscite ~n the West Coast of the Province ·to decide where the 

regional hospital should go on the West Coast and whether a plebiscite is 

planned to decide whether or not a regional hospital should go in 

Twillingate and whether or not a plebiscite is planned to decide whether 

a new general hospital should be built on the Memorial University campus 

or not7 

MR. ROBERTS: Does the hon. gentleman know full well or should know 

full well that that is an appropriate question for the Order Paper? 

If he would be good enough to honour me by putting it on the Order Paper, 

I will endeavor to get the information for him. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, could the hon. minister tell us when it is planned 

to colllllll!lnce the holding of the plebiscite in Conception Bay North to 

decide the location of the hospital that was supposed to go in Carbonear? 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman is trying to tril.ck and 

mislead in his usual fashion. No Government decision has been taken. When 

it has been taken, it will be announced in due course and in the proper manner. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question. Does the hon. Minister 

of Health not realize that the Premier announced on March 22nd., that a 

plebiscite would be held in the Conception Bay area? 

Government plicy? 

Would that not me 
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MR, ROBERTS: Mr, Speaker, I am not aware of any announcements by 

the Premier on behalf of the Government, Of course, if the Premier 

makes an announcement or any minister makes an announcement, on 

behalf of the Government, it is Government policy, The hon, gentleman 

should know, He left the Government on what purported to be a matter 

of policy and has since Wil.Cldered far and wide, 

MR. CROSBIE: 

22nd? 

MR, SPEAKER: 

MR, CROSBIE: 

Was the hon, gentleman watching on television, March 

Order please: 

When the Premier announced there would be a plebiscite? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please: These are questions. The question should 

not contain information. They should not be done,by implying nor referring to 

certain matters that have taken place or have not taken place. In answering 

the question, we must not have speeches. 

MR, COLLINS: Mr, Speaker, a question for the hon. Minister of Education 

and Youth, I wonder would he inform the House what plans he has to 

cope with the serious unemployment problem among students, which will soon 

be up~on us? 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, to the hon, Minister of Health, I wonder 

would he advise the name of the construction company referred to in 

paragraph 59 in the report of the Auditor General and the nature of the 

hospital construction projects referred to therein? 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr, Speaker, I have not had an opportunity to see the 

report of the Auditor General as yet, If the hon. gentleman wishes to 

add that to the seventy-three other questions that he has on the Order 

,aper, they will be answered in due course, Perhaps, he could phrase 

it a little more accurately than he has been phrasing his questions. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Acting Minister of 

Labour. Would he tell us or give us any information today on when the 

report of the Royal Commission on Labour will be tabled. Can he give us some 

information? 314 
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MR. REARY: If the hon. • ember would put the question on the 

Orcler Paper, Mr. Speaker, I would be glad to endeawr to try and get 

hi• the information. 

On motion thet the Bouse go into Coad.ttee of the Whole on 

Supply, Hr. Speaker, left the Chair. 

MR. NOEL CBAIRHAN OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ON SUPPLY 

The Reaolution, before the coaaittee is that it is expedient 

to introduce a meuure to provide for the grantin·g to Ber Majesty 

for defraying certain expenses of the public setvice for the 

financial year ending 31st day of March, 1972, the initial sum 

of $99,780,000. The committee has passed ite• (S). Shall lta (6), 

Education and Youth, $26,895 1 000 carry! 

HR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, b~fore ve start to discuss this item, could 

ve have the minister give us the details of the $26,895,000 expenditure 

in eccordance with your earlier ruling so that we know vhat the breakdown 

1•! 
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HON. F.W.ROWE (Minister of Education): Mr. Chairman. the Department of 

Education is responsible1 1 think,as the Committee knows for spending the 

largest share of the budget in any one year. Consequently. we are compelled 

to ask for the largest share of Interim Supply. The total amount being asked 

for the Department of Education here is $26 million. That figure is not one 

that was pulled out of a hat. It was the amount that our officials ,in 

consultation with the officials of the Department of Finance.estimated we 

would. need to cover our vital needs. spread over a period of two to three 

months, and which is ,I might point out Mr. Chairman. the traditional amount. 

I think only in one year. in one. since 1 have been a member of the House 7have 

we asked for anything less than approximately three months supply. This again 

is in the pattern this year. 

I do not know that the officials have calculated lt to the last cent 

for three months, but I think that this amount that they are asking for is 

designed to cover any probable cost and probable expenditures by the 

Department of Education,spread over roughly a three month period. I have even 

suggested1 Mr. Chairman, that if we did not need, even if long before or 

soemtime before the three months expired the full budget is brought down, it 

is a precaution which I think the Department of Finance and the Department of 

Education would like to take anyway because. a number of these cheques, a 

large number of them have to be issued in advance1 so to speak. I think that 

the date that our department issues cheques in respect of any month is the 

fourth day of that month, although the cheques are not designed to be in the 

hands of,say . the teachers,until the latter part of that month. 

These cheques have to go through certain processes and they have to be 

sent out to Boards of Education, in some cases. boards that are in remote 

parts of the Province, C.onsequently the Department of Finance insists and 

rightly so,of course, that before the cheques are issued, that there be 

necessary authority there. I would suggest to you that even if,in respect of 

two months period, we would need a three months supply,in order to be covered 

legally and constitutionally in the issuing of cheques for teachers' salaries 

and also operational cheques for the Boards of Education and also operational 
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cheques for transportation and so on. I am able to give the c0t1111ittee a 

breakdown of the major items of expenditure here. I could I suppose, get a 

breakdown for the last cent for the maybe six or seven hundred items there . 

are under the estimates of the Department of Education. I do not think 

anybody would want that. I do not think that· that would be-reasonable to 

expect. How much,for example; of the Department's estimates we will spend 

on postage alone in respect of any single item over the next two or three 

months. 

By, far the biggest item in the Education estimates is the vote for 

teachers' salaries, and consequently the biggest item here,in the vote for 

the Interim Supply, is the vote for teachers' salaries which we estimate, 

and I might say I did not estimate this, the department of Finance estimates, 

takinginto account the increase which the Government is pledged to give •" 

starting from the first of April an increase of which the minimum is twelve. 

I do not need to go into the figures now. Taking that into account, it is 

estimated that we would need $11 million for teachers' salaries approximately. 

The actual amount estimated is $3,000,670.0~ a month. 

If we have to be constitutionally covered and legally covered for a 

three month period, we would, even for two months, we would need to have a 

three month supply there. That is the largest single item. 

Another item which is disproportionateiy large in the 1110Uth of April, 

is that of the mothers' allowance. The mothers' allowance which hitherto has 

been $1.50 a month per child attending school for ten months, has now been 

raised or is about to be raised by Government policy, and we expect and 

anticipate with the approval of this House to $2.00 a month, and these amounts 

are sent out to the parents, to the mothers,in two installments, one in the 

fall for seven months and one the first week of April for three months. The 

estimate is that we would need $950,000. for ~hose chequea,which will be going 

in the mail,we hope,next week. $950,000. almost $1 million, that is for 

April. 

I aight point out here again,Mr. Chairman, that we cannot talk about 
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a thing like ten percent in respect.,for example, of mothers' allowances for 

the very simple reason that we send out thirty percent of it in the month of 

April alone. 

Another large item is the operational grants to school boards. The 

estimate is that we will need $3 million for that. These operational grants 

are standard grants based on a per capita enrollment of pupils in the schools. 

Transportation of school children, again these are payments that have to be 

made regularly to Boards of Education and the estimate is that we would need 

roughly $1.1 million for that over the next two or three months. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Are these pai4 monthly or in a lump sum? 

MR. ROWE~ This goes out monthly now. 

For ~he College of Trades and Technology, we estimate we will need?to 

operate that very large institution, something in the order of $750,000. over 

the next two or three months. 

Our training and manpower program, I do not need to elaborate on these, 

the committee is quite familiar with those programs, $600,000. Our grants-in

aid to the university,which are also spread over the twelve months of the year~ 

work out at roughly $1 million a month or a little better than that. We 

estimate we will need $3 million for that. These again are - some of these 

grants I want to point out again1Mr.Chairman, are paid in advance of the month, 

so that even though you - over a two month period you would have to make three 

payments if you were making a payment on the first of the month. 

All the other subheads, several hundred of them, the Department of 

Finance and our officials calculated we would need roughly $1.5 million for all 

the other estimates that the committee are familiar with. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: That would include all the others, but not the capital grants. I 

think under Bhysical Education and ~outh, the hon. member is probably thinking 

of capital grants as well. Under capital we would hope to - we would expect to 

pass out about $2 million roughly on the erection and equipment of school 

buildings. Again, these payments are made regularly to the Denominational 

Education Authorities, who in turn pass them over to the various boards, where 
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relevant, about $2 million for that. 

Vocational Schools, the construction.and equipment of vocational 

schools about $660,000. and a few other subheads, small subheads under capital 

roughly about $180,000, You can think of for example, public libraries, and 

a few other thing of that kind. 

AN RON. MEMBER: What was the last amount? 

MR. ROWE: About $180,000. 

I left out one large one, and I mention that and I think it will 

complete the list of the major items, that is the provision and distribution 

of school supplies. We hear again, we cannot restrict it, here again we have 

the falacy of advocating say a ten percent payment. The truth of the matter 

is, that in respect of school supplies: the bulk of the expenditure takes 

place in the month of April and May. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: Not at all, where does September come into the picture? We have 

to order the books from Gage and Co. and Ryerson and so on in February and 

March. We have to pay in April and September. 
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MR. ROWE, F,W. 1n September, we have to pay for them. 

MR. COLLINS: Inaudible. 

PK - 1 

MR. ROWE, F.W: We make our payments regularly, as we do to all the others. 

It is not a question of trusting anybody, it is a question of making the 

regular payments. 

MR. MURPHY: If we do not send the money with the order, we have to wait 

to get the goods in C.O.D. 

MR, ROWE, F.W. These goods come in during, these have to come in during 

the months of April and May, then they are processed so to speak, $1.5 

million worth of books,supplies, Anywhere from $1 million to $1.5 million 

in inventory has to be handled, processed, then segerated, then orders 

have to be checked from,literally thousands of orders have to be checked 

against that and the supplies hare to be made up and mailed to the schools 

or shipped freighted to the schools and be out into the schools well before 

the first day of September. r do not need to go into that surely. 

Well the amount involved here is roughly just over $800,000 for that 

item as well. And if these are all added up, I think, it will come to 

approximately $26,895,000, which is the amount we are asking for Interim 

Supply. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, we congratulate the minister on being the first 

one to .:.date_ anyway- because even to attempt any kind of explanation of 

what he wishes the money for, His explanation of why his department wants 

three months supply, I do not think it is very convincing. The minister's 

total vote last year 7 on Current Account last year for:·.education,was $82,405,000. 

So that the minister is asking now for the House to vote about thirty 

percent of the total amount that the minister was voted last year to carry 

on for twelve months. 

We do not see why the minister should askzfor _this amount of money to 

be voted like that. Ten percent of what the minister was voted last year, 

was carrying for a month and a-half1 and we see no reason why the detailed 

estimates of expenditure should not be before this House before another 
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MR. CROSBIE: month and a-half has gone by, or the budget brought down. 

Mr. Speaker, in the famous Conference that was held in January, the 

minister said there would be a substantial increase in the MotherS1 

Allowance I that is I that appears in the estimates as Parent.s' Subsidy, 

a\$1.50 per child per month for each child at school. The minister says 

in a newsletter that he sent out in February, an_increase im Mothers' 

Allowances of thirty-three percent would start on the 1st. of April. 

Thirty-three percent sounds very, very convincing 1 like a very tremendous 

amount of money, Mr. Chairman. But, the thirty-three percent in this case 

is fifty cents per month per .child. So that, if the House approves, and 

the minister is going to pay it out anyway before the House does approve 

it, the .minister is going to send out these cheques in April,without first 

asking the approval of the House on this.That it is the custom of the 

Govemment. If the House does approve,the Mothers' Allowance is going to 

amount to the magnificent sum of $2.00 per school child per month for each 

month the child is at school. Now what kind of an increase is that? 

In 1IIY view, Mr. Chairman, if the Govemment is going to have a Mothers· 

Allowance Program, if the Govemment have got the hundreds of millions that 
l 

they say they ~ave,that they stated at the Economic Development Conference, 

then why are they not raising the Mother's Allowance to s0111ething 

substantial, not $1.50 per month per child, $2.00 per month per child, 

but something that will do people some real good, a real basic transfer 

payment, not an increase of fifty cents per child per month. That means the 

increase will be $5.00 a year for each child at school. That is what the 

increase will amount to~$5.00 for the whole year. If this is a good progra11DDe 

and there is certainly nothing wrong with transferring money to those most 

of whom will need it. No means test or anything else. If it is a good progranune 

why is the minister only increasing it f!fty cents a month. If the minister 

has unlimited amounts of money to spend tn this field of education, why is 

not the Government giving this a decent boost? To call it thirty-three 
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MR. CROSBIE: percent is only to try to make it look impressiv.e, when :lt 

is' ~ot !mpres,Hve. It is piquant• $1.50 Pll!r month per child was piq11ant 

but now the $2 .oo per month is not much better. 

Som(! of the money the minister is asking for here is for free teztb.ooks. 

Is it not the case that in the Budget Speech of 1969 the Government 

decreased ~he aubsidy on school sµpplies? That tbe Govemment before 1959 

was pa,ying seventy-five_ pe.rcent of the cost of school books? 
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and that in the Budget Speech of 1969 there is an economy measure, the 

Government reduced the subsidy from seventy-five per-cent to fifty per-cent 

so that the parents of school children in Newfoundland had to pay in'69 and 

'70 and this year twenty-five per-cent more for school supplies than th~y 

had been paying,and now it is announced in the Speech from the Throne. But 

before the Speech from the Throne it was announced by the Minister,at this 

Conference in January and before the Speech from the Throne it was announced 

by the Minister, .in his Department news letter, the increase,of free text 

books from kindergarten to grade three and seventy-five per-cent Government 

subsidy for all text books above grade three. Why did the Minister and his 

Government reduce this from seventy-five per-cent to fifty per-cent in li96.9 

and now, two years later change it again? What has happened to change the 

Government's mind? Where has the sudden influx of money come from that 

permits the Government to change this policy? What kind of a Government is 

it that reduces a subsidy in'69 and reverses it again in'71? Why has the 

Government not explained to the House where this windfall of money has 

come from? Where have these hundreds of millions been discovered that the 

Government did not have in'67 and did not have in'68 and did not have in 1969 

and did not have in'70 and now apparently have in 1971? Would the Minister 

explain that? 

MR. CALLAHAN: It is just that the economy is stronger this winter. 

MR. CROSBIE: The economy is stronger this winter. Yes and the Government's 

tax revenues are up that much. It is a funny thing that the Minister of 

Finance will give us no information on this at all and he will not explain 

why we have that $103. million dollar deficit this year. Does that show 

a great increase in the economy? 

The Minister has not told the House anything. The House has been 

open now since March 22nd and we have not had a word from the Minister on 

what exactly the status is of the Government's relationship with teachers. 

We know from the teachers that they have said that further negotiations 

with the Government were fruitless and that negotiations are broken off again. 

The Government is asking now for $11. million dollars to pay teachers salaries, 
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KR. CROSBIE: 

the Minister says that includes a twelve per-cent increase. Is it not time 

the Minister explained to the House what the status of the affair isl !.Bas 

what the Government offered been accepted by the teachers or not accepted 

by theml Have negotiations finished on all the other matters. that are 

involved,apart from money? 

with the Government? 

What is the status of the teachers negotiations 

Surely when the Minister asks for $26. million dollars,it is time 

' for the Minister to give us a few words of explanation. · The Minister has 

not me~tioned, Mr. Chairman, an announcement that was in November 1970. It 

was announced then by the Premier, who usually makes these kind of announce

ments, that thirty-two portable classrooms,designed to eliminate overcrowding 

at the College of Trades and Technology and the eleven vocational schools 

throughout the Province.were under construction by Atlantic Design Homes 

Limited,to be completed as rapidly as possible. The Premier announced a 

$640,000. expansion to the Trade School and the eleven vocational schools, 

there would be sixteen classrooms added to the Technical College. What has 

happened to that proua1111MTWhat is the status of it? Rave these portable 

classrooms been completed? What is it costing the Government? Is it 

$&40,000. or more than that? Is there any contribution from the Government 

of canada for these portable classrooms? Why wao Atlantic Design Homes 

awarded the contract? Were proposals asked for? Were tendors called? On 

what basis did they get the contract? How much is it costing us per portable 

classroom? 

The Premier said an agreement between the Province and Ottawa.whereby 

each of the Governments would pay for the additional classrooms.had not yet 

been reached. That was November 1970. He said, "It is the Provinces hope 

that Ottawa will pay more than fifty per-cent of the cost of the expansion 

progra111111e." Well, did Ottawa agree? Did the Premier's hope tum out to be 

correct that Ottawa would pay? 

on these portable classrooms? 

Could the Minister give us some information 

The Minister announced at the Development Conference and he is asking 

now for $3. million dollars, operational grants for school boards, announced 
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and gave the impression that the Government was going to do away with the 

•chool boards and chu:rches having to spend any capital ll01lies on school 

buildings. He gave a completely false impression to the public at large. 

that the school tu and school fees were going to be eliminated as lut.d 

been prOlllised in 1967 or 1966-67 in the Throne Speech. 

The Minister after that changed his wording,.to say that it would 

take two or lllOre years before the final steps could be taken. 
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Mr. Crosbie. 

There will be a very comprehensive enquiry. Well, Mr. Chairman, in 

1966-67, the Government announced that school fees and school taxes were 

eliminated. It then had to change its position in midstride and come into 

the House and leave school fees and school tax assessments in being so 

that the school boards ~ould raise money for capital purposes . and for 

specialist teachers. That was in 1966-67. That was five years ago. 

Certainly, it was four years ago. Surely, the Government must have 

been investigating the business of the capital cost of schools for the 

last four years. It was four years ago it announced that it was 

eliminating school fees and school taxes and did not do it. 

Now the minister says that,at the Development Conference, the 

Government intend to conduct an investigation into the possibility. Why 

did not the Government conduct an investigation before saying in 1967 

that it was going to eliminate all these fees? Why has it not investigated 

it since.? It has had four years in which to investigate this. Why 

mention this investigation at all? Except to give people the wrong 

impression,that they were no longer going to have to pay tuition fees and 

school taxes. The minister has since had to correct it. Untold damage 

was done to the school boards of the Province, in collecting their school fees 

and taxes by the ministert premature announcements and by the way he 

worded it and by the false impression that got out. Who has been appointed 

to undert~ke the very comprehensive enquiry? March 4th., 1971 the 

minister said, "this matter would call for a very comprehensive enquiry 

which, in all probability, would take a year or ~re." Yes, it will be 

after the election before this enquiry is finished. It will take a year 

or more. Who is doing the enquiry? Who is being appointed? 

When the House opened on March 22nd., the hon. the Premier spoke for 

a few moments on that subject. He made a most peculiar statement, Mr. Chairman. 

He said that the Government would take over all capital costs of building schools 
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Mr. Crosbie. 

in this Province, if the churches agreed, if the churches agreed to the 

method of taxation that would replace it. That, in my view, was an 

insidious attempt to put the churches of Newfoundland in the position 

where they will have to take responsibility for the tax system or the 

taxes the Govemment impose, if it does take over one hundred per cent 

of the constructbn cost of schools. I can only hope that the 

denoainational authories in Newfoundland will not be unwise enough 

to allow themselves to be put in that position. If the Government take 

over the payment of one hundred per cent of the cost of constructing 

schools in this Province and imposes new taxes or a new tax system to 

raise the revenue, this will not be the responsibility of the churches 

of Newfoundland. Thie will be the responsibility of the Government. 

Hr. Chairman, if this is done and the Government pay one hundred 

per cent of the cost of constructing schools, how can the Government 

allow title to those schools to remain in private bodies? How can title 

to these schools remain held by the churches of Newfoundland, if one 

hundred per cent of the funds are public funds? Can any Government do that? 

Can they spend public funds on assets which will become one hl.Dldred per cent 

owned by private denominations? I fail to see how the Government can do 

it. But, in any event, for the Government to suggest that the Government 

will do this, if the churches agree to the tax system . that is to replace it, 

is dangerous and farcial. I hope that the churches of Newfoundland 

will avoid that trap so that they do not be blamed for the tax 

system that the Government impose, if it does take over one hundred per cent 

of the cost of construction of schools. So, I would like to hear more from 
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the Minister of Education,as to how this is being investigated? 

Who is doing the investigation? What the probabilities are and what 

taxes might be imposed.if the Government do this? We all remember 

the Govenunent increasing the s.s.A. tax one per cent 1 in 1967 to 

replace school fees and assessments, We all remember that we are still 

paying school fees and assessments, despite that one per cent increase. 

If the Government take over the cost of construction of schools, 

I venture to say that the S,S.A. tax will go up another two or three 

per cent, at least. So, there are a lot of problems there. This appears 

to me to be a cheap attempt to make people believe that they no longer 

have to pay school fees and assessments. The Government is just going 

to find the money somewhere. Perhaps, it will come on a rocket from 

the moon and take over this system. If the Government take it over, the 

public will pay,the people will pay. You can believe that. There is no 

way of not believing it. 

The minister said in early February that the Government school 

construction was doubled,to $8 million this year,as compared with 

$4 million last year. This must be a wonderful year for money. They 

had to borrow, They had a deficit of $103 million last year. The school 

construction grants did not double last year. What was the deficit 

of $10J million spent on? What was $125 million borrowed spent on that 

was not spent on school construction? That did not double this year. What 

kind of a deficit will we have next year, when the election is over, if 

we have $103 million this year, without any election? Will it be $200 million? 

Will it be $250 million? Will it be $300 million? Only time will tell. But 

~ the minister, this year, says he is going to double school construction grants. 
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Recreation: The moister is promising now to finance recreation 

facilities all over the Province. Something the Government did not 

do last year. It did not do it 1969. It did not do it in 1968. It 

did not do it in 1967. It promised it in 1967. In 1967 the great 

recreation programme was promised~when there was a by-election on in 

Gander. I remember it well. The member for Gander got elected. The 

Government announced a tremendous recreation province. There were going 

to -be grants to every comunity in Newfoundland, every municipality 

that would put up so much. The Government would provide the rest. 

This House. to date, three or four years later, Mr. Chairman. has 

not spent a cent on that recreat~on programme. 

Now, with an election coming up. the minister is going to start 

this progranane and finance recreation facilities and hockey rinks and 

stadilDDs and stadia all over the Province. He did not do it last year. 

The Government had a $103 million deficit. Be did not do it last 

year and the Government borrowed $125 million. Be is going to do 

it in 1971-72. Where is that money coming from? Why did not the minister 

do it last year? Why did he not do it in 1969-68 or 67? The magical 

answer we get is tight money. The tight money has now become elastic money. 

Now money is growing on trees for this Government. It has to appear so, 

because there is an election coming. Perhaps, the minister will explain 

how many recreation centres he is going to finance this year and where 

he is going to get the money from to do it and why he did not do it last 

year or the year before or the year before that or the year when it was 

promised? 

Transportation: School bus transportation. The minister announced 

in that famous conference, and in his news-' letter that he is going to 

spend a lot more on school transportation. I believe the minister has said 

that he is going to take over the costs entirely, one hundred per·.cent, 

Government responsibility for transportation of all children. qualifying under 

existing formulae. That is what the minister has anno1Dlced. The minister 

329 



March 30th., 1971 Tape no. 79 Page 5 

Mr. Crosbie. 

last year refused to assist the parents down in Wabush or Labrador City 

with their school transportation problem down there. In the cold of the 

Labrador.winter, it did not fit in. The Government did not have the 

money to do it. It did not come under Government regulations. It did 

not come under Government formula. There were a hundred reasons why 

the parents of Labrador City were told their children could walk 

a mile or two to school in 30° to 40° below zero weather. But 

now, suddenly, at the January, February1 Development Conference, the 

problem is solved. The Government are going to pay one hundred per cent 

of school transportation; a hundred per cent, not ninety per cent, 

not eighty, not seventy, not sixty, not fifty, a hundred per cent, the 

minister is going to pay now. Is the minister going to pay now for 

achool transportation in Labrador City and Wabush? Perhaps he 

might give us a few words on that. 

Vocational Schools: The minister is going to build five new 

vocational schools: Bonavista, Placentia, Springdale, He is so 

anxious to buB.d them. that the tenders are ailed now for the foundations, 

before the plans are ready. The detailed plans are not ready yet. Architects 

have been starying. They have been just about starving for the last 

three to four years without work to do, while the Government were in the 

throes and horrors of tight money, nothing to do, Now,in the last two 

or three months, they are working night and day whacking out 
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plam1 and designs and so on for the Government in this election year. The 

Government cannot wait to get the plans off the drawing board,they are down 

there pulling them out.As soon as they are finished with the pencil and the 

l)ell,the Govenunent pulls out the plan and calls a tender and rushes it off. 

They called tenders for the foundations of these five schools. The Minister 

MR.MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, would the hon. minister permit a question on that? 

MR.CROSBIE: Yes. 

MR.MURPHY: The statement that plans are being prepared. The story is that 

these schools have already been let without an~ tender called, .Lundrigans -
' 

I do not know if this is true or not perhaps -

MR.CROSBIE: W~ll, perhaps the Minister could explain that.I thought I saw 

tender calls in the paper there a few weeks ago. 

KR.MURPHY: It appears that - the schools have already been -

MR.CROSBIE: I do not think that that can be so,the Hinister of Public Works 

would/not have that. He has met with the construction association and discussed 

how the tender system is going to work. So I do not know,perhaps the Minister 

could tell us that,iut in any event, five foundations are going to be started 

shortly, Well, would the Minister explain, is the formula still fifty-fifty 

with Ottawa or do we have to pay all the costs ourselves1 What will the five 

schools cost? Give us a bit of information on them. I am sure they are 

badly needed,but we would like to know just how the Minister plans to raise 

W1011ey for it~ and when he anticipates they 11ight be constructed and whether 

construction will be completed after the election is over, These are all 

questions that naturally reach one's mind. 

Mr. Chairman, the Minister did not mention what used to be one of the 

favourite subjects of the Government when it came to Education,-Free tuition 

and salaries at Memorial University. The Government started that progrannne 

before 1966 , it was free tuition for every student attending Memorial University, 
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salaries to be paid,$100 a month if you lived outside of St. John~s, fifty 

dollars a._.month if you lived in the city, for third, fourth and fiftp year 

students, fourth and fifth year was going to be extended to them all. That 

was in the halcyon days of 1966, The Premier remembers the days. "That was 

the day~my friend,dah, dah, da, da, " ..... You had to listen sharply, the 

Premier is trying to obfuscate. Has he looked that up yet? That means confused, 

"Those were .. the .. ~ays my bon boob,boob, boob,boob boo, boo." We are thrilled. 

We are thrilled with the wit, the likeness and wit. 

MR.,ROBERTS: What is the rule about using foreign languages on -

MR..SMALLWOOD: Is it not bilingualism? 

SOME HON, MEMBER: We are bilingual. 

MR.CROSBIE: Listen to the cuckoos. The last time I heard anything like this 

vas in an old watchmakers shop. Cufltoo ... ~ Now where was I,Mr. Chairmmi'l 

MR..CHAIRMAN: Item 6, Education and Youth. 

MR..CROSBIE: Yes, but where was I, oh yes, Memorial Students. Well that got 

changed Mr. Chairman, the last four years. There is now a means test for free 

tuition. There is now a means test for salaries. Never mind if there is a 

good programne or not,that is changed. Why has not the Minister told us about 

hie great new free tuition and salary programme for students at Memorial, not a 

w~d about that. What has happened to that? HOw does the hon. Minister know 

~•tis what wiped out? I heard members of the Cabinet want the Mothers 

Allowance.wiped out. But I am not allowed to say who. 

MR • . CHAIRMAN: Order Please! 

MR..ROWE: Mr. Chairman, our free tuition programme.4or the very simple reason 

that the payments are made, the payments are not in the Interim Supply Hr. 

Chairman. 

MR.CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, we can hope that,if the hon. Minister is in the House 

for another nineteen years,he may know what a point of order is. There is money 

being requested by the Minister fur Memorial University. The great Development 
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Conference about the feee tuition and salaries. The great News Letter of February 

1971, summary of the statement of the Hon. Dr. P. W. Rowe, good thing it is a 

summary - the whole page that summary - tf the whole speechvere given ,it would 

have been a book that went out. That did not mention the free tuition and 

salaries If tight money is over why has not the Government gone back to its 

promise to institute free tuition for all, and salaries for all at Memorial 

University1 'Will the Minister explain why that has not been done? The 

money is no longer tight for all the other programmes the Minister is engaged 

in, why is it tight still for students at Memorial University? 

Well, there are so:m1any other things, there is a miscellaneous at $1.5 million. 

Miscellaneous, $1.5 million whatever that is. 

MR.MURPHY: Pencils and erasers. 

MR.CROSBIE: Pencils and erasers, we are told,Mr. Chairman, that the Minister 

had to have $800,000 for school supplies because he has to pay for them in 

September. He orders them now and pays for them in May or June or July or 

August or September. The Government has never been known to have a bill 

outstanding for an excess of thirty days. Surely the school supplies are 

purchased for this year. The Minister does not need $800,000 for school 

supplies for the next couple of months. What a fairy tale,the Minister does 

not need that money until the summer. I could say more but I know there are 

other people who want to speak on this subject. I think that will do for the 

preliminary Mr. Chairman, as a pre¼iminary skirmish,skimming on the surface. 

1here is a bird that skims along the surface of the water and then it goes 

down and comes up again - we are only skimming the surface here. The Minister 

has been a skimmer tn the information he has given to us this morning. I 

woula like to have his co111111ents on some of the points I have - I know it is 

too much to expect. I know the order is gone out from up above or down below. 

in this case the eighth floor,that no time is to be spent giving any information1 

or u little as possible, But perhaps the Minister could treat us with some of 
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the•e subjects.I think they are. of some inlportance to the people of the Province 

We do·:not eyen get water here today - get our ovn vate~ - Excuse· me. Mr. · Qaif1118D. 

Hll.BICIQWJ: No, the -staff ill not on this momi~g. Mr. Chairman, I would like 

to tutd:ct my comments to the items that; have been elaborated on~with smne 

informati~ fr0111 the - by the Bon. the Minister.in presenting this motion and 

request for the amount SQUght in thie Bill,. In his opening :remarks 
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. MR. HICKMAN: The minister expressed some concem and al1110st some amusement 

over the suggestion that the amount requested should be restricted to one 

month supply, and drew the attention of the committee to the fact that 

in previous sessions Govemment have come into this House and asked for up 

to three months Interim Supply. 

Well, may I remind -this committee, Mr. Chairman, that this request 

for Interim Supply is coming within two days of the end of the Govemment's 

Fiscal Year. This is a far cry from asking for Interim Supply in February. 

to take Govemment through to the·end·of its Fiscal Year. This is simply 

asking Government -

MR. SMALLWOOD: Interim Supply? 

MR. HICKMAN: Supplementary Supply,to take Government through to the end 

of its Fiscal Year. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are entitled to assume that sometime during 

the month of April Govemment will bring down its budget, and if it is going 

to br~g down its budget·. in April, we are entitled to assmae. that Govemment 

with its majority will see that the estimates contained in the budget will 

be voted during April. If this does not occur, if because of the lateness 

of.the budget insofar as the month of April is concerned, we have to go into 

May, then it is a very simple thing for Government to ask for Interim Supply 

for May. The members of this House will be in a much better position to 

judge the reasonableness of the request, because this House will then and this 

committee will then have before it the detailed estimates for the Fiscal 

Year 1971 - 1972. 

So there is nothing peculiar> nothing unusual110r nothing unreasonable 

in suggesting that this Bill should deal with one month's Interim Supply 

rather than three or more. We do not quite know how many, but the implication~ 

1• that it is for three months. 

Mr. Chairman, the minister,in giving us some details of the depart~nt 

requirements 1 refers to $2 million on Capital Account,to be passed to the 

Dea.ominational Education Committee and that,in turn,will go to the school 

boards for construction grants. 
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MR. HICKMAN: Now. Mr. Chairman, that comes with a bit of surprise to members 

of this committee, lam sure. Because hon. members will recall that only 

three days ago,in answer to a question on the Order Paper, this House was 

advised by the hon. minister that he does not know how many schools have 

been built or how many new classroom& have been opened in Newfoundland, 

That question properly belongs to the churches. Now are we being told today 

that the $2 million that the minister is asking this committee to vote~that 

he does not know where that $2 million is going, that he d~s not know what 

classrooms are being extended or built or enlarged,nor what schools are 

being built in Newfoundland this year. Are we to tmderstand that the 

Government of the Province, that the Minister of Education has no control over 

the building of schools? If such is the case. then what is the use of the 

provision in the Schools Act, I think . it is Section 35 of the Schools Act 

which imposes upon the authority. the ~bligation_to approve the signatures 
. - ... . . . . ' -. ----

or the borrowing by school boards. What is the point in having that Section 

in the Act? Obviously, the whole intent of the Schools Act was to give 

the Government of this Province and to give the House of Assembly some 

control over establishing priorities in the spending of the education dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, recently there appeared an editorial in a very good 

Newfoundland publication called• . 'l~e Educators' Gazette," which dealt with 

this very problem,and it is very apropos the $2 million that the hon. minister 

has asked this committee for now. And it was talking about this very question 

that Government falls back on when it is in an embarrassing position. I quote, 

"the churches ownership of schools have long been used to the hilt by a 

Provincial Government,when it has been convenient to do so. There have also 

been times when it has been just as convenient for the Government to 

forget the churches'role in education. In both ~nstances, the Government have 

been equal to the task. Thus for instance, when the House of Assembly receives 

a petition whose prayer is better and/or additional school facilities in some 

part of the Province, where the need is clearly obvious, one hears.at once, 
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MR. HICKMAN: the best oratory and the lousjest logic from the Government 

bench. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! I think, the hon. member is out of order in 

reading from the editorial of the newspaper. 

MR. HICKMAN: I feel reasonably certain, Mr. Mccurdy has nothing to do with 

the ''Educators' Gazette.• 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Order, please! I think the rule is based 

on th~ fact that the opinions of others is. not really~material for a 

debate in the House, The rule says that the members are not permitted to 

quote from newspapers in their debate. Not opinions. 

MR. HICKMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Well, may I express my own opinion? The opinion that has been voiced 

by many concerned school board members and manv concerned parents and many 

concerned educators in this Province, when they draw attention to the fact 

that was so vividly pointed up by the hon. minister,in his answer to the 

question last week, t'hat when the petitton is for the improvement of 

school facilities and this petition is presented on the table of this House 

the reply always comes back;"we do not build schools, the churches build 

schools. They build them, not the Government." 

But, Mr. Chairman, let us take it a step further and when the churches 

have built the schools then there is an amazing transformation, Government 

officials suddently move in to cut the ribbon. They say we have built the 

school. Now I do not take any issue at all with a Government saying;~we have 

built the school.' Because that is precisely what Government is all about. 

But I do take strong issues when the Government uses the denominational 

authorities and the churches as a shield to protect them from the requests 

of concerned parent$~ and concerned school boards and concerned educators in 

this Province, 

Mr. Chairman, again, under the items that have been dealt with in limited 

detail by the hon. the minister when introducing this motion, we are told 

that $3 million will be required for operational grantito achool boards. 
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MR. HICKMAN: I think what would be far more relevant and which is far more 

essential to this committee is that, if the minister would give an indication 

u to the financial position of the various school boards in this Province 

at this time. Because, Mr. Chairman, a survery,conducted of the school boards 

in the Province of Newfoundland1 indicates that most, if not all of th~m,are 

in very, very serious financial difficulties at this time. 

There is not much point in standing in this House and talking about 

the magnificent grants being tiven to school boards,and then you go and talk 

to the administrators in the various integrated school boards or the Roman 

Catholic Boards throughout the Province, and you are told that they are 

running from pillar to post trying to meet the reasonable demands of their 

teachers. Quite recently I was discussing this with the administrator of 

one of the larger rural integrated boards, and he poured out his fustration 

to me, the operational granm that come from Government are barely sufficient 

to pay the salaries of the caretakers, to pay the cost of heat, to pay the 

cost of fuel, to pay the ordiniary cost of operating schools in this Province. 

But, he says, "what do you do, when the head of the Science Department or 

the head of the Physical Education Department or Music Department or any 

other department of Government comes to you with a new programme~ not a 

programme that is going to take a school in Burin and put it ENay ahead of 

something you will find in California, but something to try and bring the 

schools in Newfoundland close to the quality of education, close to the type 

of instruction that North American students are receiving today and that 

Newfoundland students are entitled to receive l' 1
1 
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''what do you say to him when he comes with this programme and says, 'What I 

• asking for is really only a quality of education, a type of instruction, 

the imposition of a cirriculum that in 1970 is already way behind that you 

vill find in neighbouring Nova Scotia.!"" ~ou have to look them straight 

in the eye and say, ''Your program is good but we do not have a nickle for 

teaching aids, think about it and maybe next year we will be able to find 

the money." 

Mr. Chairman, this is not the implication we get. The implication 

we get is that Government is spending millions upon millions upon millions 

on education, that generosity is pouring out of the ears of Government and 

that; in fact the Minister went as far as to say at this recent conference 

that he is getting letters suggesting that school boards are extravagent. 

-. I happened to be at a speech •night of one of the larger schools under 

the Avalon's Consolidated School Board 1the night that statement was made -and 

. the disgust and dismay that echoed through that hall that night?over the 

statement that had been made that afternoon by the hon. Minister,,and the 

illlplications and the aspersions cas~ at school board members who serve free 

. of charge in Newfoundland today. 

Be made one very graphic comment and the comment was that he said; 

"It is a desperate situation,when dealing in millions of dollars, 15~000 

children and 600 teachers,operating forty school 0 plants,and these are 

very general figures, we have to consider carefully an expenditure like 

say $600.00 for a few drapes or a piece of essential equipment and so on and 

so on." This is an extravagent school board. No, Mr. Chairman, this 

exemplifies every school board in Newfoundland today. They have developed, 

not because of their own desire but because of the miserliness on the part 

of Government, because of the feeling that they have that Government wishes 

they would go away,they have been forced to develop into penny-pinching 

administrators who day after day have to tum to their academic staff and 

say, ''We cannot give you the funds to implement programs that are so long 

overdue in our school system." 

Yet the hon. Minister says, "I get letters saying school board members 
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in Newfoundland are extravagent." Mr. Chairman, school board members in this 

Province are not only not extravagent, not only are they very dedicated 

Newfoundland men and women serving on these boards but they are becoming 

more and more frustrated by the attitude of Government toward these boards, 

The statement that was made by the hon. the Minister of the inquiries and 
_;..- · 

the negotiations that will be carried out with the churches to see whether 

or not Government can take over the full cost of building and constructing 

schools in Newfoundland • 

. As one very high official in Education said,on the day that this 

House opened, before the opening session commenced, that if Government 

continues its present course,no self-respecting Newfoundland will serve 

on a school board in this Province because,what will there be left for 

them to .dot Their entire efforts in the field of curriculum, their entire 

efforts in the quality of education are being frustrated. If they are going 

to have nothing to say in the construction of schools, which is a pie in 

the sky dream everybody knows that. Why is it that everywhere else in 

North America the success of the school system depends on the maximum local 

involvement? Why is it? Are we wrong or are we right and the rest of 

Horth America wrong? Are we going to take away from the man living in 

Port au Choix the right of involvement in the educational process of his 

children? Are we going to suggest that doctrines can be laid down and 

curriculum dispensed with and decisions made within this Ivory Tower that 

will be so all-embracing that it will take care of the peculiar needs of 

every ~ollllltlnity in Newfoundland? Of course we cannot. 

Our educational process, Mr. Chairman, cannot survive unless we 

have more and more local involvement. It cannot survive unless there is 

close consultation with the school boards of this Province before weird 

and wonderful announcements emanate from this building. Mr. Chainn.an, 

everyone in this Rouse realizes that the cost of education in any Province 

in Canada and the cost of education in Newfoundland is a pretty expensive 

one but I challange anyone in this House to say that as of today we are 

•pending anything like enough money to meet the educational requirements 
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of the students of this Province. 

This House has now asked, according to the Minister, for $11. million 

dollars to pay teachers' salaries and this takes into account the new 

increase in salaries that we hear will be paid come April lat and the 

increases that have been negotiated by the Newfoundland Teachers~ Association. 

I think it can be safely said that certainly not since the coming of 

Confederation has the educational process of Newfoundland gone through such 

troubled times as it has during the past six to eight months. We witnessed 

not too long ago a withdraw•l of services of many of our teachers in -several 

towns in Newfoundland. We also witnessed something,which in my opinion was 

even more disasterous,and this was the"work to rule"that was prevalent 

throughout this Province. People found themselves forced in the position 

where they had to take sides; is the Government's offer adequate? Are the 

teachers being unreasonable in their demands? 

What was completely overlooked, Mr. Chairman, what was completely 

overlooked was the disasterous effect that this totally unnecessary 

controversary was having and will have on the educational process in the 

Province of Newfoundland. Does anyone in his right mind really think that 

because the regretable dispute was solved,temporarily at least and I hope 

permanently,a few weeks ago, that now everything has been erased, that we 

are now going to get back to normal teaching, normal instruction, improved 

quality of education in this Province? Does anybody really believe that? 

Do they really believe that when the Newfoundland Teachers' Association 

found themself faced with the bludgeon that was being thrown at them by 

Government and had to go back to the classroom and when they thought that 

they had found at least a face saving.formula and when they announced that 

they were instructing or requesting their teachers and members to return 

to the classroo111S because here is all we can get·for the first two years 

but we are going to negotiate a three year contract, a third year;and out 

the same day comes the Minister of Education and says, ''No~" Does anyone 

think that this is going to mean peace and harmony in the teaching profession 

in this Province? Does anyone think that this will not add to the already 
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burdensome troubles and tasks the school boards have and the Denominational 

Education Committee has and everyone else connectea with the school boards? 

Ho, Mr. Chairman. 

A concerned Government, a concerned Minister,whose real concern is 

with the quality of education,when they saw that this was coming to an end, 

vhen they saw that the teachers were going back to the classroom. would not 

have bludgeoned them on that last little face-iaving criteria that was 

announced by the Newfoundland Teachers' Association. There could be nothing 

more disasterous to this Province than have teachers reluctantly performing 

the duties of their profession in the classroom. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, 

that any teacher in Newfoundland today has to come to the conclusion, it is 

as clear as the nose on your face, that the teachers in this Province do 

not have the confidence of the Government, that they have been bludgeoned 

and bulldozed into alnost losing their profess~onal status. Yet we are 

going to hear, I will bet you,before this session is out,about everything 

ve have done for the school teachers. 

It will take this Province many years to recover from the trouble

some times that we have just recently gone through insofar as the teaching 

profession is concerned. You might say, Mr. Chairman, when we are talking 

about teachers, when we are talking about'~the item on teachers salaries 

$11; million dollars, you might say, Mr, Chairman, well that is only the 

teachers. It goes a great deal further, Mr. Chairman, than the teachers 

because obviously it has to reflect on the quality of education that our 

children receive~ What our teachers need, and let us not be carried away 

by this nonsense of 600 applications from outside the Province to teach in 

Newfoundland. When I was chairman of the School Board we used to get 

dozens of these each year,but we still used to have to send the superintendent 

out to look for specialist teachers who were not available in the Province 

and we knew what most of these applications were. They were a passport 
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by young qualified teachers to travel all over the world~'we will spend a 

year in Newfoundland and then we will go on somewhere else or we will make 

an enquiry to see what the salary is down there and to see what the working 

conditions are." You reply to these letters and it is the last you ever 

hear from them. 

No, Mr. Chairman, what we have to recognize in this Province is that, 

if we have a disgruntle teaching profession,that they are going to go. Let 

me give you one example, while this withdrawal of services was on I know 

of one high school in this Province where three young, loyal, dedicated, 

Newfoundlanders,who had just finished Memorial at a tremendous expense to 

them,have all advised their board, their one board, that next year they 

will no longer participate in the teaching profession of this Province. 

One is going to Rhodesia, another is going with the Federal Department of 

Fisheries and another is taking a job in industry and not one of them, not 

one of them,wanted to leave the teaching profession of this Province,But 

they had come to the conclusion that they are not strong enough to fight 

an arrogant Government that uses a club every time they try to speak up 

for their rights. 

This is what is happening to education,, Then the Minister comes 

in and says, "Give me $11. million dollars for teachers'salaries," as if 

this is going to cure all our ills. It is what is hidden underneath this, 

Mr. Chairman, is so vital to the educational process in this Province. 

Mr. Chairman, we have been told that we need an extra $950,000. for mothers' 

allowance. to increase the mothers' allowance by fifty cents a month ."

COllllllendable policy, commendable social philosophy. Well, what is the good 

of giving a mother in Point May fifty cents a month per child extra when 

the Roman Catholic School Board for that area finds that it has to increase 

its assessments by $2.00 a month to find enough money to operate and to get 

teaching supplies? Does any Government think that any mother in Newfoundland 

is going to sell the quality of education of her child1 or his or her child, 

for fifty cents a month? Does anybody really believe that? Is that the 

kind of leadership we expect from the hon. the Minister who is a professional 
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educator? He knows as well as I do that the quality of education in this 

?rovince, that the gap is widening between the quality of education in this 

Province and even in our neighbouring Nova Scotia. He knows that. 

If we can take the public into our confidence, if we can give the 

true facts to the dedicated Newfoundlanders who are serving on school boards, 

if we can -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. HICKMAN: Well, you would not recognize a true fact if you heard it. 

I can tell them this, Mr. Chairman, they will respond, make no mistake 

about it, they will respond to the educational needs of this Province but 

if we are going to come in and say, ''We want $26,895,000. because I have 

been advised that this covers three months and there is $11. million for 

teachers salaries, $3,770,000. pf;\r month and "X" number of dollars for 

buses and $1.5 million for recreation," ' this does not give any indication 

of the real educational needs 0f this Province. 

Last week we heard a glowing announcement from the hon. the Minister 

of Education;that in the town of St. Lawrence there is going to be a 

recreational facility built at a cost of $150,000. to $250,000. The clear 

implication, the clear impression was that the Government of this Province 

was going to build it. Well, let us set the record straight, Mr. Chairman. 

That multipurpose recreational facility,which has been asked for and 

negotiated for a good ten years 2is being built by Alcan. They are calling 

tend~rs, they are going to build a multipurpose recreational facility and 

they should, they should, they owe it to the town of St. Lawrence, every 

single dollar of it~ All they had from Government was a l~tter saying . -

this was written a couple of years ago, two or three years ago, ''We do not 

have the money to build a recreational facility in St. Lawrence now but 

if you build it and if you ask for it we will pay you back our per capita 

share," But let us keep the record straight, this is being built and paid 

for right now by Alcan,and I say they should pay every nickle of it, they 

should have ten years ago. They owe it to the town of St. Lawrence, they 

owe it to the people of that area. If that is the kind of magnificent gifts 
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MR. HICKMAN : 

and grants that recreational facilities are going to receive in Newfoundland, 

then I think we better not get too enthusiastic about the announcements 

that we hear. 

Now, Hr. Chairman, in this $1.5 million dollars there are some 

cunent account expenditures for education or recreation and youth. I 

would like to know how that money is going to be spent, these small amounts 

because I know that the hon. Minister has on his desk now and he has had 

them there for twelve months all sorts of applications for comparatively 

sull grants to athletic associations throughout this Province,"Give us 

$5,000. or $10,000. so we can complete our soccer pitch, Give us a few 

thousand dollars to institute certain programmes in the rinks we have 

today.• But this money has never been available and this is money well 

spent, this is ~ot going to cost the Province millions of dollars. 

I am sure that many of us,when we see ~an11da Games starting this 

year and when we saw them two years ago in Halifax,we must have had a great 

deal of pride, we had to,when we saw the Newfoundland Contingent marching 

in, bright young Newfoundland athletics who went up there to represent 

their Province. But we also must have found ourselves,as the competitions 

progressed we must have found a great deal of shame on our part that we 

did not provide the few 

AN BON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

HR. HICKMAN: We are not talking about big money, the few thousand of dollars 

during the preceeding year or years to place these Newfoundland athletics 

in a position where they could compete with any of those we find from the 

rest of Canada. But no, this all went by the board. Now we will hear the 

announcements this year.but again Canada Games is two years away. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I have been very impressed with the remarks by 

the hon. member for St. John's West and the hon. member for Burin who dealt 

very extensively with the position we find ourselves in with regard to 

education. I have a few questions mainly,which I would like to direct to 

the Hinister,and I would hope that we will get some answers to them before 

the debate closes. 
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Mr. Chairman, it will be recalled that this past winter a very 

important conference on education took place in Gander and it was too bad 

that the Premier and the Minister of Education and others could not attend 

and find out how a conference should be set up, how it should be held and 

how a discussion should take place. I have many of the names, Mr. Chairman, 

of the people who attended that conference, about two hundred and I will 

not attempt to get them all in the record but I can say that concerned 

Newfoundlanders from every walk of life, from almost every town in the 

Province,did attend that conference and a properly organized mini-conference, 

that is 1 if you want to, expound on the theories ~hat they thought that 

the educational process in Newfoundland could be improved upon. 
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the conference was set up by Dr. Phil Warren,~ noted Newfoundlander. 

MR.CHAIRMAN: Order please! I am not sure now that under Education and Youth 

here that vote for a salary grant, you know, that we should go into this 

particular conference of which you have the report there. 

MR.COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I was only building up to - or using this information 

to build up to some remarks which I wanted to make, in terms of some recommendations 

which those people made. Certainly,if the recommendations were made by a man 

of the calibre of Dr. Warren and Dr, Herbert Kitchen and many of the school 

board members and principals of ·schools and district superintendents, If those 

people met and discussed what in their opinion should, but in their opinion, 

the direction which education should take in Newfoundlandrcertainly, Sir, I 

believe that that is applicable and should be admitted for this particular 

debate. One of the first recommendations,Mr. Chairman, which was made,was 

that it is recommended strongly that colleges established outside of St. John's 

be Regional Community Colleges. The concept of Junior Colleges is far too narrow 

to meet our needs and these Rigianal Colleges must be flexible enough•.to meet 

the changing needs of the region,and those needs sho~ld be determined in 

consultation with the local citizens. 

Wi have heard a great deal,Mr. Chairman, about Regional Colleges. It was 

first mentioned I believe in the Royal Commission Report on Education and 

Youth,which was chaired by Dr. Warren. We have heard many indications from 

the Minister and from the Premier about the wisdom of setting up . and 

establishing this type of college around Newfoundland. But we have seen very 

little action. Now, Mr. Chairman, I submit that because we do not have 

community colleges or regional colleges/I prefer to call them co111111Unity 

collegeslacress this Province,it means that,aany of our citizens are 

young people who are living in Gander and Grand Falls and Comer Brook and 

in Labrador and the South Coast and so on and so forth, those people~ 
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whether we like it or not,are being treated certainly as second class citizens, 

when we compare their opportunities with the opportunities of the young people 

who are living in St. John's and on the Avalon Peninsula.near Memorial University, 

We also know,Mr. Chairman, that Memorial University has grown to such an 

extent~! do not know the actual number of students attending there now but 

we do know that Memorial has grown probably as large as,·_it should grow. I 

believe the student body is in the order of around iooo students and it is our 

opinion and certainly was the opinion of the people who attended this 

conference that the time has come when we m6at set up colleges outside of 

St. John's,in strategic places across the Province,so that our young peovle 

can have a better chance and not be denied their right to a good education. 

I will not suggest to the Minister where the colleges should be located. 

I do not think this is the time or the place for t~at but I would pres1111e 

that before any decision is made,with regard to the location~hat certainly 

public interest and human interest would take priority over the narrow policical 

interest,which might very well enter into that decision. 

'l'here is a lot to be said,Mr. Chairman.for the establishment of community 

colleges. We would like to see the colleges located,as I said ,in strategic 

areas,where they can serve the maximum nuaber of people and where the college 

can also be utilized for Adult Education,for training of citizens for leadership 

in the communities,and many other fields which are so lacking in terms of 

present educational policy_in Newfoundland. 

KR.CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, would the hon. memlter permit a question? Would he 

think that Gander would be a suitable site for one of these colleges? 

even the most suitable. 

Perhaps 

MR.COLLINS: Well, Mr. Chairman, certainly Gander is an ideal location for such 

an establishment. There was the place where this conference was held,which 

means that it was the best place in Newfoulldland,in the wisdom of Dr. Warren 

and Dr. Kitchen--and other noted educators. Being that it was centrally located, 
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being that it was near St. John' i by air I W:e do not want to be all that near 

the capital but,since we do have a very important International Airport there, 

the problem of bringing in professors/and it is acknowledged that the early 

years of operation of any college across Newfoundland it might be necessary 

to utilize the services of professors from Memorial)and I can think of no 

better place in Newfoundland where a professor can quit work at Memorial at 

five o'clock and, go home to his residence in St. John's and eat supper and 

get on an aircraft and be in Gander in about fifteen minutes and do his 

courses during the night and fly back again by eleven or eleven-thirty. 

This has happened, indeed,Mr. Chairman, we have ~he nucleus of a ~unior 

college or a community college in Gander right now, because this past winter 

or right now, there 11re 240 students from Gander~ from Eastport, from places 

as far away as Wesleyville,frbm New World Island and other places,who are 

coming in to Gander taking various courses,not all teachers, mind you, Mr. 

Chairman, either. A lot of them are teachers upgrading themselves·. improving 

their qualifications but a lot of people in business areialso coming in and 

taking various courses which are being -- supf»lied'·by professors who are indeed 

flying into Gander early in the evening,giving their courses and returning 

back here in the later hours of the evening. 

So certainly, Sir that is one good argument why Gander could be a :location 

for a college. A good argument Mr. Chairman, since this was mentioned,is that 

if we take a set of divi.ders and place one end of the dividers on the town of 

Gander and we make a circle a radius of about fifty miles we can,by doing that, 

encompass enou~h communities, the population of about fifty or fif~-five 

thousand people. Certainly that,in my ,pinion.is adequate numbers to support 

a college of this nature. 

Hr. Speaker, it was also rec0111111ended at that conference that schools in 

the Province be encouraged to introduce at least a first year university 

programme,as a temporary move while awaiting a decision on c0111111unity colle~es. 
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Now, when we talk about community colleges
7
a lot of people immediately get 

the impression that we are talking about large buildings, about big pieces of 

real estate and I do not like.Mr. Chairman, to think of it in that way. As 

I mentioned a little while ago,we do have the nucleus of a college at Gander 

right now. I believe that as that grows and the need is proved and as more 

and more people become interested,then and only then shall the college be 

built, the actual buildings built. I remember that conference hearing from 

a professor from Alberta,who said that this is a course that we should certainly 

follow,because the record has been in Alberta that many colleges has been 

built around the Province\mainly ~ suppose again for the political impact 

of vote getting appeal of them,and they found out,after a few years,that the 

colleges were built in the wrong place. So, Mr. Chairman it is essential1 I 

believe.that we do insure that the colleges are built in areas which are easily 

accessible and in areas whereby they can serve the maximum numbers of people 

and in areas where the proper municipal services etc. are readily available. 

Mr. Chairman, so •uch for regional colleges. 
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MR. COLLINS: The hon. member for Burin mentioned a little while ago the , 

importance of building the proper type of school. I remember some years 

ago when I was active on a school board in Gander, where that board, and I 

know that other boards recotmnended to the minister since the desirability of 

establishing a central architectural division in the department. 

If one were to travel across Newfoundland Mr. Speaker, you will find 

a great number of schools which look like bale boxes. You will find some 

schools which are reasonably functional, we will find some schools which are 

really functional. ·Mr. Speaker, I would submit that the time has come if not 

long passed, but there is no ~ense in going back to the past, but the time has 

certainly come now when we must be thinking in terms of divising the maximum 

benefit from the dollars which we spend on education, certainly maximum· benefits 

from dollars which we spend in erecting buildings, and we must insure that those 

buildings are the best possible type and not - the design of which is not left 

to people who might not know what is really needed. 

I believe that this is a job for professional people, l:Jf course, 

since school boards across the Province cannot afford to engage such 

professional people, then the responsiblity must rest with the central 

headquarters here in the department,to come up with a proper division, employing 

specialists in this field~so that we will come up with the right type of 

school to ensure maximum utilization, not only by our students,Mr. Chairman, 

but by the adult population as well. 

I do not know how many members opposite have ever seen ~esame Street 0 

on television. I did not see too many programmes myself, but I did see one or 

two and I was impressed and I am sure other hon. members were impressed,if they 

saw them. I would like to direct a question to the minister, and ask him to 

indicate to the House what studies have been made by the department with regards 

to educational television1 What the prospects are for introducing this means 

into our school systemf We all know of the great possibilities here. We are 

also aware,of course,of the possible costs, Sut I would like to know,as I am 

aure most people would like to know, just what the views of the minister and 

the Government are and what plans they might have to introduce E.T.V.,if for 

no other reason than for just a trial period in some of our areas. 
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Perhaps the minister might also like to connent on the fact that 

400 students were barred from the lower university after Christmas. Maybe 

that is too strong a term, but that is the term that was given to me. Perhaps 

the minister might indicate ~o the House what happened,that 400 students were 

refused admission to Memorial. Was it because of lack of space? Was it 

because of some other reason? What ever the reasons were, I would suggest that 

the minister might inform the House just what did happen there. 

I remember last year also, ,in our discussions on the estimates with 

reagrd to education, some debate took place with the need for the introduction 

of safe driving courses in our schools. I recall that three or four years ago 

the Gander board
7
of which I was a member at the time, we did introduce a safe 

driving progrannne in the school. There were about 100 young people who 

registered and graduated, I can tell you,Mr.Chairman, that the course is 

really worthwhile. It was dropped then because of lack of finances and lack of 

support from the department. Last year the minister did agree that the programme 

vaa a very worthwhile one, I am wondering what plans he might have this year 

for intruducing safe driving courses in the schools across the Province~ 

Mr.Chairman, we have heard a great deal about the needs of or in the 

field of physical education. We have heard promises down through the years 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. COLLINS: Mr.Chairman I am almost finished now. 

MR. ROWE: I was going to ask the hon. member if he would mind repeating his 

question about the university. I missed it, part of it. 

MR. COLLINS: Well, it is my understanding,Mr.Chai:i:iilan 7 that 400 students were -

and the term I used was, Mwere barred from entering Memorial University after 

Chirstmas.~ Now, I said at that point that maybe barred is too strong a word to 

use, but whatever word we might use, 400 students were denied the right to get 

into Memorial after their last Christmas exam. Now do not think it a case where 

they all failed, there were other reasons. Obviously,there were other reasons. 

I do not know what they are. ·•his is why I am asking the minister to elaborate 

on that for us, so that we will know exactly whether the students were barred 352 
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because of lack of space, whether they were barred because of lack of staff, or 

whether they were barred for whatever reason. 

With regard to recreational facilities,Mr, Chainnan, much has been 

said already, We have heard promises down through the years. I remember :i.n the 

by-election in Gander in 1967, when Mr. Ottenheimer and myself were coming out 

of the Atlantic Hotel in Botwood, when the Premier made a statement that we 

were going to get 108 or 113 stadimns and recreation centres across the Province. 

We all know,the record is there. I am wondering what the minister might have in 

mind, because Mr. Chairman, many municipalities and Boards of Education ha,re 

spent considerable amounts of money in the intervening years. They were 

required,! believe,to contribute about twenty-five percent of the cost of the 

stadium or whatever the facility might be, with the understanding that the 

Government would provide the remaining seventy-~ive percent. 

A lot of those municipalities and boards have already invested their 

twenty-five percent and in some cases thirty-five or maybe fifty percent. I 

would like for the minister to indicate to the committee just what those councils 

and boards of education can expect this year in terms of monies for stadiums and 

recreation centres, and auditoriums and what have you. 

Mr. Chairman, there ue a great number of other good sound recommendations 

coming from this conference which I referred to earlier, We have not heard the 

end of it yet. Certainly there is another debate coming when we can use them. 

I would suggest to the minister that these are questions which are really 

important to all Newfoundlanders, and certainly before we vote any monies in 

Interim Supply or any other type of supply, the people of Newfoundland and 

indeed, the members of this hon, House have the right to know what Government 

plans are for this year. 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, I cannot speak as e-loquently on this matter as the 

hon. member for Burin did a few moments ago, but there are certain points that 

must be brought to the attention,! feel. When we come to the situation, first 

of all the remarks of the Minister of Education concerning this matter,when he 

led in giving information with respect to the Interim Supply here, as he mentioned 
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the fact that it was traditional in this Province to ask for three 1110nths 

Interim Supply. The only comment I would have to make to that,Mr. Chairman, 

is that what is traditional here in this Province is not always traditional 

in other de1110cratic societies. It is not a traditional and proper use of 

Interim Supply to come to this House and ask for one-quarter of the estimated 

budget for the next year and for $100 million, and that is what is being asked 

for. 

When we look to the whole vote of $26 million, there are certain 

things that merit comment. The first,Mr. Chairman, is the situation with 

respect to the school boards themselves. Now, I was somewhat alarmed to hear 

the Minister of Education, and I do not believe he seriously meant it when 

he was answering questions a few days ago, he mentioned the fact that the 

Government has no control with respect to the construction of schools. The 

money is given to school boards,and they are responsible for the school 

construction. This is a situation that should never be allowed to stand. It 

is untenable. The Government obviously has overall responsibility for 

education, to see that the youth of this Province are properly educated, 

that schools are proper and adequate and situate all throughout the island, 

everywhere,so that our young people can take advantage of them. 

With respect to this grant to school boards for school construction, 

I should like.Mr. Chairman, to also advert to a comment made by the Minister of 

Education,with respect to the ratio of students to teachers in the Province. 

He very proudly gave a list of ratios?varying from twenty-eight pupils to a 

teacher, down I believe to twenty-three or twenty-four per teacher, or some

where in that vicinity. The fact of the matter is,Mr. Chairman, that in the 

City of St. John's, anybody,who has young children going to school, knowsso 

well tha~ the classrooms in St. John's itself, as well as I suspect in other 

larger centres,are crammed to their capacity, to such an extent, that we had 

the rather unenviable situation occur,a few years ago, where classes had to 

be staggered. The situation perhaps has gotten a wee bit better since, somewhat 

better. It has been alleviated somewhat, but it is still certainly not a 354 
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desirable situation. 

You have young people in the schools nowadays Mr. Chairman, where 

the pupil - teacher ratio is very, very much more than twenty-six to one, 

and it is an alarming proportion. As a matter of fact, most young parents~ 

in the larger centres anyway,are very much alarmed and very much concerned 

with the ratio of teachers to students in the schools where their children 

attend. It is a matter that has to be brought forcibly to the attention of 

Government. Government cannot absolve itself from the responsibilities by 

saying that it is for the school boards to determine where the schools go, 

how many schools are going to be constructed, what facilities are going to 

be there. At all times and in all places, it is up to the Department of 

Edcuation and the Govemment to assure that there are adequate facilities 

available for the education of young children •. ' Another point Mr. Chairman, that we have, is that we have an amount 

in that vote with respect to the operational grants to school boards. Now I 

notice that this does not appear to be a proportionate increase over and 

above~ 

INTERRUPTION: 

MR. MARSHALL: Perhaps Mr. Chairman, 1 may appeal to you that I may have the 

floor, I seem to be interrupted. Thank you. 

MR. SMALLWOOD (J.R.): The hon. gentleman has an audience of one. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well obviously Mr. Chairman, I have no more audience on the 

other side either because, the hon. gentleman on the other side do not listen 

anyway. 

Mr. Chairman, as I was saying. I was talking about the abolition 

of the aesessments. There .-is an amount here for the operational grants to 

school boards. We all recall that at·-.the development conference a hint was 

made, a mention was made about the fact that school assessments in the future -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please, may we have a little quiet. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you,Mr. Chairman. 

MR. NEARY: Could we have a little order too,Mr. Chairman? 

MR. MARSHALL: Perhaps Mr. Chairman, thank you! 

355 



March 30, 1971, Tape 85, Page 6 - apb 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. MARSHALL: If the hon. no. 3, could get away a little from the hon. the 

Premier, the person whom he hopes to succeed ••• 

MR.· CHAIRMAN: Order pleaseJ 

MR. MARSHALL: Anyway, on the abolition of the assessments,Mr. Chairman, there 

was mention made at the development conference about the possibility of 

abolition of the assessments to school boards. This was mentioned some years 

ago. We got in a problem, the Government got itself in an 1D1enviable problem 

with the school boards,by talking about school fees being abolished, nnd 

echool fees as such were abolished, but they came to light again as assessments. 

Then we were told at the development conference that assessments may be 

abolished, then, subsequestly, after the parents .of school children indicate to 

the school boards that they are not going to pay the assessments 1 in view of 

this premature announcement by the minister, the minister is forced to make a 

public statement,to the effect that the Government is only looking into it. 

Be gave an entirely different impression1 to the general public, and farther 

created difficulties between the school boards and the general public. " 
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MR. MARSHALL: Well further if you come from St. John's, farther perhaps if 
-

you come from Jolly Old England. But, anyway, Mr. Chairman, this__!s the 

situation, it has farther aggravated the situation or the relationship between 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. MARSHALL~ It has farther aggravated the relationships between the general 

public and the school boards. This situation is very, very bad. We also 

know that investigations are being made -

AN HON, MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. MARSHALL: Would the hon. No. 3 please put his mouth where his brains 

are and sit on it, I would be very obliged. 

Mr. Chairman, the assessments;that this has caused a great aggravation 

again between the pupils and the school boards, and, Mr. Chairman, now we 

hear talk about a school tax assessment, a property tax assessment that 

may be put on the people ~o~yay ·for education. But, our whole point of the 

matter is that this school ta~ will substitute for school assessments. So 

the Government are_f~om time to time saying that people do not have to pay 

it in the present form, but are making them pay it in another form. 

Now, I know that the school tax assessment would be spread over a 

greater number of people than the parents themselves, which would probably 

be a good thing. But, it is also to be remembered,when this particular item 

is being considered,that there are a lot of elderly people in and around 

Newfoundland and a lot of them living in the City of St. John's itself, in 

houses where the cost of living is very, very high.k1hile they may own their 

own houses, their income is very, very limited and if there is consideration, 

as there is going to be,for the impose of school tax by this Government 1 

full consideration ought to be given to allowing the people over sixty-five 

years or sixty-five years and over to be exempt from the imposition of this 

school tax. Years ago, perhaps, the ownership of property indicated wealth, 

but it does not so in this day and age. 

But I would appeal certainly to the Minister of Education and to the 

Government not to make the Job of education more difficult, vis-a-vis the 

school board, school boards with the teachers, school boards with the students 
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MR. MARSHALL: and school boards with the parents themselves. Do not use 

the school boards as scapegoats for your own misgivings. It is absolutely 

and completely necessary for the Govemment of this Province to realize that 

it.has a responsibility for the orderly direction of education in this 

Province. 

The hon. the member for Burin has already spoken about the relationship 

of the teachers in this Province. He~e·we have $11 million in this Interim 

Supply for teachers salaries, 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chainnan, on a point of order. Yesterday the galleries 

were going to be cleared because there was a titter up in the gallery, and 

there are about five conversations going on in this hon. House now,among 

hon. members,and it is making it very difficult to hear the speaker. So, 

I would ask,Mr. Chairman,to keep it in order. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

There is $11 million tiere wted for teachers salaries,in Interim 

Supply. The hon. the member for Burin has gone into i .t ln.:cgreat detail. 

into the recent unfortunate events which occurred. But_ I point out 

respect, to the school boards, the Government relationships with the school 
;t' 

boards, its whole attitude towards the teachers is the same as~was towards 

the school boards, and it is absolutely a tragedy for education in this 

Province, where you have the Government attempting to beat and subject 

a group of professional people,such as the teachers,so that there. in an 

attempt to make them lose their dignity, nobody gains. 

It is most necessary, also, Mr. Chairman, when you are speaking of 

teachers salaries and this whole vote on education,that consideration be 

given to upgrading the curriculum much more than it is now. A consideration 

should be given to making it mandatory that Grade XII be instituted here 

in this Province,the same way it is in most othe~ provinces of Canada. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! There is quite a hum coming from my left 

here, I can hardly hear what the speaker is saying. 

14. MARSHALL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. MURPHY: They will get their supply and that is it. 
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MR. MARSHALL: Anyway,~-rfth respect to the teachers of this Provine~, there 

is nothing short of a complete and absolute disaster. And I would appeal 

to the Govemment,in this area and of all other areas of relationships between 

the Government and the persons who are recipients of money by way of 

salary from the public purse,to realize the wants and aspirations of these 

people and to realize that public servants and public employees are very 

necessary and vital to this Province, and that their good will is absolutely 

essential. 

The Government have done nothing towards fosterin~ this good will,and 

the result of the teachers situation of a few months ago will be felt for 

years and years and years to come. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are-.another few points that I wish to make as 

well.I would have likP.d tn have seen,in this p~rticular vote on education, 

more money devoted to the primary and secondary schools. There is need of 

much more money~ Any educator, any teacher in the Province of Newfoundland 

will tell you that, that we are suffering in this Province as a result 

of the necessity of diverting more of our educational funds towards primary 

and secondary education. And that there has to be a fuller screening of 

education, of the educational system in this Province,so that young people 

can get into vocational schools on a much more easy bases than they have 

before. There has to be then screening of education 1 and I do not aee; I think, 

the Government have been lax, on this. 

But the main thing is, Mr. Chairman, that at all times we must look 

towards the relationship of the Government with the teachers,nd relationship 

-:-~f~the--Goveroinent with the school boards. And in this the Government have 

miserably, very, very miserably failed. At no time should this Bovernment 

come before this House,or in any other public body,and try and cast the 

responsibility on the many fine men in the school boards in this Province, 

who are devoting their time free of char~e, who are very sincere individuals 

but,unfortunately,are made to appear as scapegoats for the lack of funds 
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"'R. ~ARSHALL: and monies whi.ch Government are giving. 

Tl)anlt you. Mr. ChairmanJ 

MR. H. ll. v. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, the hour of the clock now shows 1 o'clock. 

t-m. CHAIRMAN: It is now 1 o'clock,I leave the Chair until 3:00 P.M • 

• 
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The Committee of Supply resumed at 3 p.m. 

MR. EARLE: It seemed from the atmosphere this morning, particularly 

towards lunch time,that this particular vote was not being taken too 

seriously by the other side of the House. After all, it only concerns 

about $26 million or $27 million. The conversation and laughing 

that was carried on, on the other side, I do not think they felt that 

this was even worthy of consideration. It showed the typical, complete 

arrogance and indifference to the way in which the people's money is 

being spent. 

I do think, however, that an amount of $26 million or $27 million 

is worthy of some consideration and considerable debate; particularly, 

as this may well be one of the last opportunities we get to do it, because 

we are told that all of this is so much nonsense and a waste of time, because 

it will be discussed in the estimates and so on. Well that may or may not 

be so, 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That may or may not be sol 

MR. EARLE: No, because what had develop~d from last year afcer the 

estimates were brought down and the budget speech had been read, the 

facts which transpired afterwards throughout the year showed that to be 

so completely out of line with what actually happened. It does rest upon 

us very, very responsibly indeed, to question each and every item of the 

Government's proposed expenditure. This is our job on this side of the House; 

that we must be in a position, at every opportunity, (I stress every 

opportunity) to question the expenditure of the Government so that what 

may transpire,after, can be shown to the people as being action or 

behavior,on the part of the Government, which does not bear out and 

many times in the past it has not borne out the information which has been 
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given to this House, I think Mr. Chairman. that,therefore, the 

discussion of this particular item, under fducation, is very appropriate 

indeed, Perhaps, education is required of all of us in this House, 

particularly to some of those on the other side. 

One or two items I should like to refer to in particular which 

come under this vote, first of which is the vote for Physical Fitness 

and Recreation. This has,as we all know, been a sort of leading 

platform of the present Government for some years. It has been talked 

about as to what is going to be done but,unfortunately, very little 

has been done. Up to this point, of course, in the present debate, 

there has been no indication of what will be done, No one will dispute 

the need of a great Physical Education and Recreation Programme in this 

Province. The fact is that in so many parts of our Province, young 

people do not have any equal chance or opportunity, -an equal opportunity 

as compared with fellows of their same age in other parts of the ~rovince. 

I travelled recently to the Mainland. I was very pleasaithat it so happened 

that I was on the same plane with some of these Canada Games' Delegations.that 

were going to;the Mainland to take part in the Canada Games. They were 

a big, fine bunch of young people, A credit to anybody in Newfoundland, 

and we could all be proud of them. They were well uniformed, well dressed, 

very attractive and very delightful young •eople in every sense of the 

word. I am sure, from all the press reports that we had of the Canada 

Games, that these young people did enhance the reputation of Newfoundland. 

But in going off on the plane and watching tKese young people have quite 

a lot of fun among themselves, and they were really enjoying themselves, 

it did strike me that there were so many of their fellows in this Province that 

had no opportunity whatsoever to participate in these things,in the same manner 
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in which these boys and girls had. This stems back a long way and it is 

very relevant for this particular vote. 

While we are spending a fair amount of money ~hrough the University 

and through other means,to get quite a limited number of people, a number of 

students and athletes and so on a fair opportunity to take parts in 

things (which as I say, it brings great credit to Newfoundland) , the great 

bulk of our students do not get this opportunity and so.any progra'IIDlle 

which may be uesigned by Government. and I hope that,in the votes for 

this year, it will be so designed that it reaches far down below just 

the University or vocational school level but gets ' into our elementary 

and primary schools and into the smaller places. This is vitally 

important. Just for the purpose of illustration, I will mention one 

particular place. It happens to be in my district. It is Gaamish. 

Garnish is a fine settlement, a s111all settlement, but the people 

there are of very, very excellent stock. They are very independent, straight 

living, clean people, a pride to Newfoundland in every sense of the word. 

Yet, in that place, there is a group~of young fellows who have been very, very 

keen on football for years,and they have, out of that very small settlement, 

developed championship teams, Teams who have won the Newfoundland Championship 

in Football. It is incredible, when you see the number they have to draw 

from. It is even more incredible when you see what they have to play on. 

In that place, they do not even have a proper football field,. but just a 

meadow which has been turned into some sort of a football field. 

Now these boys, without appealing to Government for a huge stadium or 

any great vote from education or from anywhere else, themselves, the year 

before last, raised $1;800 1 through various means~to recondition that , fiel~. 
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At the same time, they applied to me to ask Government for a small 

grant to assist them. So, I asked the Government for a very modest 

amount. That is all they wanted, a modest amount, which was $500. 

They got $300. Last year, I asked for something more. They got 

nothing. 

Now boys who show the initiative and industry and self-independence 

to raise for themselves, $1,800 or $2,000 to provide their own recreational 

and athletic facilities, under very, very difficult and costly conditions, 

I think it certainly warrants the attention of the Department of 

Recreation and Youth. 

Memorial University has brought great credit to this Province, as 

I mentioned earlier.through its participation in games. But here ag~in, 

I understand that very, very large sums of monev, indeed, are allocated 

by that University for travelling to various games and various contests 

on the Mainland and so on. I have heard a sum of $125,000 mentioned, 

That may or may not be correct. This is good, But it is perhaps 

disproportionate, when you look at the other people throughout the Province 

who do not have five cents spent on them. Now we do not like or some 

people here do not like to hear talks of priorities, but the Government, 

whether it likes it ~t not, are.very, very heavily involved in 

University affairs. All this stuff about academic freedom and all that 

is fine. But the Government pay the bill. The Government, I think, 

are duty bound to take a great interest in the activities of the University; 

particularly when it is finding the money, I am not saying,in what I am 

mentioning here,that the Government in any way should try to restrict 

the athletic program of the University, because it is an excellent one and 

does a lot of good. 

But they should measure with other parts of the country what the fairness is 
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to all students throughout Newfoundland. This is where the Government 

have been so delinquent in allowing some things to go ahead at a pace, 

a very, very heavy pace, when other things are completely neglected. 

We thought that,when the great Recreational and Physical Fitness Programme 

was announced,that these other boys throughout the Province and these 

other girls would be given a chance. But it now appears to us that 

that,three or four years ago,was just another big political bluff. It 

has been put off. We hear it has been put off because of tight money. 

But the so-called tight money that ~msupposed to exist during these 

past few.years did mean that the Government, in this period of tight money, 

borrowed three times as much as it had in the previous ten years- I believe 

it was. So, there could not have been all that tight money. The money 

that was obtained, in my opinion, was to a great extent misdirected, ln 

spite of all our protestations,on the part of the Goven1ment as to the 

equality of all the people of Newfoundland, This is one very, very evident 

fact that,in this particular field alone, some people get a large slice 

of the cake and some people get nothing. 

Now Newfoundlanders are Newfoundlanders regardless of where they live. 

I feel that the Government should be more cautious or diligent in the 

expenditures of money . under votessuch as this,to see that it was spread more 

evenly and more fairly. 

l wonder sometimes, 
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just to finish off on the University,how close the Government really is 

to that big establishment: It has a finger in,l think, the appointment of 

the Board of Regions, certain members on the Board of Regions. I do not 

think it does take a very personal or close interest in the programmes 

which are conducted over there. This is perhaps as it should be because 

a ~niversity has to be completely independent. But,to divorce the practical 

side of what we do as against the academic side,it is in that,where it cost 

the Government so much money 1 that the Government should be taking a very, 

very deep interest indeed. 

For instance we heard some chat here this morning about community 

colleges. I think we all favour the development of community colleges but 

perhaps the expression of, "Let us walk before we run" ' is very appropriate 

at this~present time. I recall that when I was in Government there was a 

great plan for the development of the universi~y drawn up before us and 

Sir Frederick Gibbard, one of the foremost and most noteworthy architects 

and landscapers in Great Britian,brought a very large and comprehensive 

plan,for the future development of the university,before Government and I 

think Government approved this in principle, I stand to be corrected but I 

think they did. The university had a look at it, I believe some of the 

students had a look at it and generally the whole thing has been vetted and 

thought well of. 

But that plan in its full implementation in those days, which is 

now four years ago, would have cost approximately $250. million,to carry 

out this plan. Now a lot of it is essential, a lot of it will be done 

over the next twenty years but this is where the Government has to look 

at what they are spending on the University and what they are spending 

elsewhere and whether or not there can or cannot be regional colleges. 

It is;'do we want a great and progressive University here and, at the same 

time,can we afford to develop these other things or should we keep this 

University reasonably small and should we branch out into the country to 

•ive people nearer or who will live nearer to it a greater opportunity, 

1"heae are the sort of problems which the Government must and has to look at 
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On this physical fitness and recreation bit
1

I feel that again the 

Government has been shortsighted and to some extent deliquent in net looking 

at what seems to me to be a very obvious way to develop the recreational 

facilities in this Province. I can think, particularily in my own district 

because that is the area with which I am most familiar, there have been 

built in recent years a couple of very fine high schools. Somebody said in 

their remarks this morning that many of the schools around Newfouncland were 

fine buildings but they were in, literally. in gravel pits, This is true. 

You find that all the school boards can do is build a fine building, put the 

students in it,but the surroundings of the building very often leave a great 

deal to be desired. 

Now if,in my opinion,the~e is to be a recreational programme 

developed in this Province,it should be very closely tied to the regional 

and district high schools or vocational schools or places where there are 

large numbers of students,and a dual purpose could be arrived at by 

concentrating in this area. You could improve and beautify and enhance 

our present schools;giving thereby the students great pride in their 

surroundings , which is something that many, many Newfoundlanders need. It 

is part of their education. lt is really part of their training that the 

surroundings in which they grow up,as young people,should be attractive, 

should be well groomed and should be in every possible way developed so 

as to give the students of that particular school a pride in it. 

Now if this recreational money,which we hear is now going to be 

allocated in millions,is spent in the right way,it should be directed in 

that direction,to devel9p this programme through and around the elementary 

high and vocational schools in the area. I hope that .when the Mi~ister 

answers some of these questions he may refer to this and inform us that 

perhaps the Government policy or thinking is somewhat along these lines. 

Coming down to the vocational vote, the vote for vocational schools, 

I think this needs very close examination also. We know here that there is 

to be a great enlargement of these vocational schools, new wings, new 
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additions and so on. This is fine. Heaven knows they are badly enough 

needed, These schools are bursting at the seams and many, many students 

who should be in them cannot get in them. I know that we on this side 

of the House are delighted that there will be money available to extend 

these schools. 

But let us think back a bit and let us examine this policy. When 

these vocational schools were originally built there was suggested at the 

time a programme of development.,of . prevocational training, in the high 

schools or in the elementary schools but>because of the cumbersome system 

of education, that is the denominational system under which we operated, 

it was not found feasible to develop that sort .of a programme. Well, I 

feel ~uite sure that, and it seems to be hinted at now and strongly 

indicated. that the co-operation of the denominations can be obtained. 

The denominations are not here to bar educational progress. They ~ave 

showed by their actions right through the history of Newfoundland bow they 

have encouraged and sponsored and fostered education in this Province and 

they have done a good job and it is not through any desire on their par~ 

to block progress in education; that things have not been done,but it may 

possibly be through lack of understanding and lack of co-operation between 

Government and the denominations,on these particular projects. 

I feel that the vocational schools,as they are set up, I think it is 

twelve schools that we now have, are certainly a credit to this Province. 

When I was close to them,at the time I did discover that many of them were 

built at an outrageous cost in their day. I think money was wasted, very 

badly wasted, extravagantly wasted in the construction of these schools and 

they could have been built to serve an equal purpose,equally as gcod,at a 

lot lower cost,if it had been carefully checked. Now we may today, in the 

rush to prove to our people that we are going to do great and wonderful 

things, this is the terrible problem of this Province that we are always 

operating under a theory of excitement, of dramatics and of big things going 

to be done. If we can take the thing and approach it levelheaded , cooly, 

without the thought of having to use these schools politically to help win 
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an election,~nd well they may be used for that purpose) we could build these 

schools probably a lot cheaper and a lot better than some of the work that 

has been done in the past~; I hope that the hon. Minister under whose 

department it comes~in co-operation with his colleague, the Minister of 

Public Works, wiU 1:1.sten to what I am saying very carefully,because this 

Province cannot afford to waste one ten cent piece. 

This comes down to the fact that in the Department of Education, 

up until recently1 there was not a proper division of planning and design. 

Now this1 in my books 7is one of the most essential things that any Govern

ment should have in such a large spending department. 
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MR. EARLE: It does spend, and this year we are told something upwards of 

$100 million. And, yet, we all know, we would have to be blind if we did 

not know, if we looked around the Province and saw many atrocious mistakes 

that have been made in the construction and location of school buildings. 

The Government may brush this off and say; ''well,the denominations control 

this." That is not a good enough answer, Mr. Chairman. That is by no means 

a good enough answer. The Government pays out the peoples money, it must 

be responsible to see that it is spend properly, and if mistakes are being 

made by the denominational people or anybody else, it is the peoples'money 

they are spending. 

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

MR. EARLE: If the hon. Minister of Social Services, if he does not want to 

listen to what I say and take it in and learn and digest it, he might be well 

advised if he would go back to his favourite pastime of drawing cartoons. 

Did you see this on T.V. the other night? This depicts the thinking of the 

hon. minister, a couple of black ants chasing a couple of white ants. I 

think, this is excellent. 

MR. CHAI~.AN: Order, please! 

MR. EARLE: I am sorry about the· interruption, Mr. Chairman, but I get side 

tracked by these silly remarks. 

MR. CROSBIE: He has got blinkers over his ears. 

MR. EARLE: That is it, exactly. 

Anyhow when I was quite foolishly interrupted a few moments ago, I 

think, I was talking in a fairly serious vein about the vocational system 

and how it could work and so on. 

My main thought at this time was that in the futture prograUDne,which 

is now going to get into high gear,that for heaven sake 7 if possible,that this 

be divorced from political expediency. There are great crying.needs 

in this Province. The people of the Province need the best that they can 

get with which the money they have to spend, But do not let us just put a 

vocational school somewhere, because it is goin~ to get the member for that 
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MR. EARLE: district elected. Let us give it where it is most badly needed 

_ I think, the Government would be well advised and could take the advice 

of the people in fducation,who know the answers to these questions. And I 

hope that the Government are consulting with them. 

On the additions to present buildings, and this applies to the University 

as much as to the Vocational Schools, we have gotten into an error because 
~ 

of this so-called tight money.that. we have been forced to building temporary 

classrooms and temporary additions to schools and so on, which at the best 

are generally an eye sore. They fill a purpose, but. I am very much afraid 

that they will become permanent. They will become permanent}these temporary 

buildings have a habit of becoming permanent. And, unfortunately, again 

under some of the ways in which Government business~is allocated and given 

out,then the cost of these temporary building~ is very often ,very, very 

close indeed to what a permanent building would be. 

MR. CHALKER: Inaudible. 

MR. EARLE: I would question the hon. the Minister of Public Works on that, 

He is not the one to answer this particular question. I am talking on the 

education vote now. But, when his turn comes, I would question very much 

indeed,with all respect to his long years in that particular post, if he 

knows what he is talking about. 

I remember when I was in education, I had an astounding thing brought 

before me, ·rhis is just for purpose of illustration, but there were hangers 

at the Torbay Airport which were vacant, large buildings, and it was suggested 

at that time,because of the over-crowding of the Vocational Schools}that, 

we could well use some of these.by reconditioning them and so on, and we could 

use some of these to make temporary classrooms and so on for the Vocational 

School. Well, I questioned my Deputy at the time, as to what the cost would 

be? And he showed me,for the reconditioning and changing around of one building 

at Torbay Airport,an estimate which was about to be accepted, I might say, of 

$750,000. I nearly had a fit. Because this particular job which we want to de, 
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But this may be an illustration of how the things are not looked at 

carefully enough. 

I do hope1 as I stated earlier,that these temporary buildings will not 

develop into permanent buildings because the plans,particularly for the 

University. if they develop and can develop along the lines which were drawn 

for them,would certainly improve the whole City of St. John's. I hope 

we will be able to afford to proceed,even if it takes twen~y years,that. 

we will be able to proceed along these lines. 

In connection with Vocational Schools and again _ the Fisheries College, 

of 
hear a~ain the Fisheries Coller,e is an institution~which all of us,on this 

side of the House and on the other side 1 are very proud indeed. And we give 

the Premier full credit for having built that institution and ereated it. 

I have no hesitation whatever in giving him credit for it. But, there is the 

danger here, and it is already patented, that some very expensive and 

costly mistakes have been made. For instance, in the Vocational Schools 

certain courses are taught and certain operations are undertaken,which to 

a greater or lesser extent are being duplicated in the Fisheries College. 

I remember looking at equipment,which was bough~very. very expensive 

equipment which went into the Fisheries College; which was duplicated in 

the Vocational ~chools,at that particular time. And they were teaching 

virtually the same courses. tn other words; what difference is there in 

training a marine cook, then a cook who operates on land/ He cooks. He cooks 

food. he prepares food. 

Why do we have these tremendous courses in one school and then in 

another? There is a duplication of staff, of equipment, of everything. 

I suggested at the time, and I note the Government are now using the same 

suggestion,that we tried to aim towards what would be known as a large 

polytechnical institution. The polytech. This is a great word it almost 

sounds as good these days as pollution. You get certain words which are used 
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'HR. EARLE: in education, where you use polytechnical and/or pollution 

or something like this, it has a nice ring to it, So this will be heard, 

I predict,a good many times in the months to come. 

But a polytechnical institute,which could encompass. a lot of the 

work of certain segements of the Vocational and Trade School and the 

Fisheries College and in conjunction and fairly close to the University, 

would.in my opinion,save this Province millions and millions of dollars 

over the years. Because we could have an entertwinfng and a use of 

the facilities of the different branches moving together, so that, the 

same students could revolve 1 in a sense,and use many of the same institutions. 

Where I ~ot this idea was
7
some years ago, I was in British Columbia, 

I was Minister of Education here at the time and I ;ook a trip across North 

America to see what was going on. In British ~olumbia;Ln one particular 

city, one area, I saw a very magnificent polytech with all the things developed 

around it on a beautiful site. And it iunneditately occurred to.me that~ 

at that time we were just getting into the acquisition of the Pippy Park 

complex do~m here, which the late Mr. Pippy donated so generously. We were 

getting to that stage that it did occur to me that, this was the pattern 

in which we should go, this was the path which we should follow. That1 in 

that a~ea there is plenty of room, there is ample acreage to develop 

a full scale polytechnical institute. It would not in anyway hinder the 

future development of the University and it would certainly enhance and 

improve our present Fisheries College facilities. 

Now this comes back to what I started to say a few minutes ago, that 

through the stress of tight money or whatever the reason may be, I do not 

know, we have been forced into temporary buildin~s and provision~of 

buildings and all this sort of stuff. There is -at the present time a 

tremendous amount of money going down the drain on poor construction and 

poor building, which,with proper planning some years ago and proper planning 

now even,could be directed into the type of thing which I envisage, which would 
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MR. EARLE: be a lot less costly to operate, a lot more efficient in its 

operation and would give the students who attended far, far better opportunity 

than they are getting today. This is the sort of thinking that I feel our 

Government should be directing towards,at least that segement of education 

in our Province. 

There is in this vote, of course, vote for transportation. Here again, 

Mr. Minister, I am quite sure that you are . as well aware as I was at the 

time that I was there, there is a great, great waste of money,in many ways, 

in the transportation system as it is operated in this Province_ tbe_·_school 

bus transportation system. 

I did hear,and I thought it was going to be carried out, it is since 

I left Government,there was a plan of a transportation commission or a board 

or something to look into all of this and correlated and draw together. Now 

what has happened to that! I do not know why this is bogged down and has not 

progressed I have not the faintest idea. But there is tremendous room. 

There is astounding room in this transportation system to pay thousands and 

tens of thousands of dollars. 

The school bus system is in some cases beyond thinking about it at all. 

I know there were cases where school bus routes were overlapping, one bus 

would be passing going this way and other that way. There is one with 

sixteen children in it, the other with five. And you had all this kind of 

stuff going on. You had stupid things with certain grades coming here and 

certain grades going there, and the whole thing is just of all kinds~ 

of crazy complexes where money is just being dished out for this particular 

service which is beyond praying for. This is the sort of thing that this 

Government must look at in education and save its dollars. 
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I have a feeling that the hon. minister will say we have that all Wlder 

control. This is the sort of thing we are doing and this is why we 

are building up the staff of the Department of Education. Maybe so, 

but I am talking back four or five years ago now, when I left the 

Department of Education. There has been plenty of time to develop 

some of this since. Yet, there has been very, very little done indeed. 

But yet at the same time, this Province has borrowed tens upon tens 

of millions of dollars. 

Now we are told that we are getting good value for our money. 

It is the biggest joke and biggest farce this Province ever faced. We 

are not getting good value for our money. Our money is being dispensed 

in education,as in other things,in ways in which many, many millions 

are being spent extravagantly and unnecessarily. 

I just want to refer, for a few moments, to teachers' salaries 

and the deplorable situation which arose in the recent teachers' slow-down 

and walk out in certain instances. My colleagues have mentioned this 

and there is not much more that can be said. But the only thing that I feel -

I feel this very strongly indeed, because I was in a somewhat similar position 

when 1 was minister of that department. It came very close, indeed, extremely 

close to a teachers' strike, when I was minister. It was only just the 

turn of the hair and we would have had a strike at that particular time. 

But we did not have a strike. The teachers were satisfied and went back 

to work for three years,with no ill feeling whatsoever towards the Government. 

Now in this particular instance, which has ~eveloped recently, here 

again I think, perhaps the climate that we are in at the moment and by 

climate, I mean the political climate that we are in. Everything i£ shaping 

up to an election. There must be, unfortWlately, even if it is at the expense 
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of the teachers, dramatics and propaganda, all sorts of stuff so that 

somebody or other gets credit out of this. Somebody is the saviour 

of the country. Guess who? Guess who that is going to be and why all 

this is being shaped towards that? This is the deplorable tactics in 

which ~ducation has, everything else has been used today. 

Now I think it is absolutely disgraceful, and it will be forever a lot 

of shame upon this Government that this particular situation was brought 

to the high point where the Premier had to go on the air and defend the 

Government. The teachers were going out defending themselves in the press. 

The compounded insult upon injury. The Government issued all these 

huge statements and so on and spent money. I would like to know, incidentally, 

where that money came from. What vote it was covered under? But they 

spent thousands of dollars in trying to get across to people their point 

of view! In my opinion, it was not justified,under any circumstances,and 

all it did was to arouse the anomosity, the indignation and the bad feelings 

between one of our most respected segments of our people, the teachers 

and between the Government. We are in an area that there should be the fullest 

and greatest possible co-operation, where the very future of our children 

depends on it. This is an area where politics are now entering into the 

picture,and who are the ones that are suffering? The Government may get 

re-elected. There are a few that may not get re-elected We are all not 

too sure about this. But in the meantime children and teachers and those 

who in future will be governing the destiny of this Province are the ones 

who are being let down. I hope and pray that these people will not forget 

it. They are the ones that have been made the pawns of this political game, 

the ones that have been made pawns of this political game in Newfoundland for 

far too many years. 

Just one more item, Mr. Chairman. Maybe, if the hon. minister 

encourages me, I might go on indefinitely. Thank you very much indeed! The 

other minister,sitting next to him,yesterday could not bear to listen to me. In 

fact,he can. At least, I have one listener on the other side. This is wonderful. 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: I hear every word the hon. member is saying. 

MR. EARLE: I may carry on. This is excellent. Are there any others 

going to follow me over there? Hello boys, there is lots of room over here 

on this side. Come on over here. There are lots of seats. 

MR. CROSBIE: Throw out the life line?Val. 

MR. EARLE: Yes, well •• 

MR. CHAIRl-tAN: Order please! 

MR. BARBOUR: The boss for Bonavista South says he would go over there •••• 

_MR. EARLE: Thank you, the boss of Bonavista South. I always respect him. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the most despicable and deplorable things which I 

have ever heard in connection with education in this Province_ ·1t was 

a statement which was made at the great Economic Conference. This, in my 

opinion, was hitting below the belt in no uncertain terms, when the gentleman 

who said it should forever hang his head in shame. Because,, 

MR. CROSBIE: His collar is too high. 

MR. EARLE: Well that may be. It would not matter much. But to use 

a plan or even a proposed plan and this had not even reached that stage, 

had not much gone beyond the stage of a suggestion - a suggestion that 

• lt 

perhaps the Government were considering, the taking over of the capital cost 

of all schools. Now this sounded great. It sounded beautiful at that conference. 

The mothers who were sitting around the fire were finding it hard to 

provide clothing and so on for their children; finding it hard to pay these 

school assessments and so on; these mothers and fathers in the outports, who 

were scratching to the very depth to try to make a decent living; tbese very 

people would say; "my gosh, this great and wonderful Government are going to 

relieve us of another responsibility. They are going to take over the 

complete cost of the schools." Now that, in my opinion, Mr. Chairman, was why 

that remark was made. It was completely and absolutely political. There was 
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no other reason whatsoever. At that particular conference, this was stressed 

to appeal to the people, But surely in so doing the people of the Province 

cannot but be insulted - to feel th~v are so dumb, 

MR. CROSBIE:Would the hon. member permit a questbn ? 

MR. EARLE: Of course, 

MR. CROSBIE: Could he tell the House who made that statement at the 

conference? Surely, it cannot be anybody in this House, in this Chamber 

today. Was it somebody in this House today? 

MR. EARLE: I think the hon. gentleman and perhaps all Newfoundlanders 

know who made that statement. 

MR. CROSBIE: Who? I do not know. I was not there, 

MR. EARLE: Well we are talking about the particular-minister's vote, So 

who else could it refer to, 

MR. CROSBIE: The hon. Minister of Education. 

MR. EARLE: Of course. 

RR. CROSBIE: No! 

MR. EARLE: However, •• 

%fR, CROSBIE: He said that. 

MR. EARLE: Please do not distract me, I find it hard enough to cope 

with the other side. Mr. Chairman, may I ha~e the floor? Anyhow,as I 

was referring to these particular despicable remarks which were made at 

that conference, for the purposes which I have outlined, it must have surely 

gone home to the people of this Province that they get from Government 

exactly nothing which they do not pay for. The Government have no magic 

amount of money. There is no way the Government can put its hands in its 

pockets and say, "we will pay the cost of your schools without going 

back to the people and say,you pay us." It is : just as simple as that, 

This money, whether this plan was undertaken or not, has to come from the 

people. The people, whether they sit back now and smile and say, this great and 

magnificent government are going to take this load off our shoulders. They 

could very quickly wake up and find that they, themselves, will be the ones that 
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are paying fqr it and paying very heavily, because Government, in the 

administration of such programmes, are not noted for efficiency in 

spending the people's mo.ney. It would invariably end up that it would cost 

the people far more. 

I remember a tactic of this sort, whi.ch did great harm to the 

education of this Province •. It was in this selJli-sort of block, if you 

would like to ell it that, that the replacement of school fees - they 

cancelled out school fees that were immediately replaced by assessments, 

because the boards did not have the money to carry on. 

Now, at that time, this was done perhaps. without the fullest 

con~ultation with the officials in the Department of Education and those 

who were responsible. This was one of my worries at the time, because I 

was greatly responsible and in that position at the time~ 1 do not think 

it was e,q,lored and developed along the lines that it should have been. 

Now, I admit a certain fault 
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in this because I was minister, ~ut,in all fairness to myself, I can say that 

I struggled with all the ability I had to point out these weaknesses at that 

time,but they were not listened to. Now, what happened? The school fees were 

replaced by assessments. This was one of the greatest blows that was ever 

aimed intentionally or otherwise by Government at the system that was then 

improving, of raising school taxes in places. Because the people reacted 

immediately and said~well, all right, the Government is going to take over 

something else,why should we pay any school taxes," This in itself defeated 

the very objective which the Department of Education at that time was trying 

to build up and sponsor,and that was the responsibility of the individual 

communities and the people therein,to accept some of the burden of the cost 

of education But this particular item at that · time dealt it almost a 

death blow. Now we have another even more fantastic and far more reaching 

suggestion than ·what the Minister proposed at the great Economic Conference. 

Because we got an immediate reaction on that, where some of the school boards 

found that parents and those concerned were not even then beginning to pay 

assessments they thought,right immediately they heard this ihat here again 

the Government is going to lift this burden off our shoulders,why should we 

pay anything~ 

It is the silliest, most foolish kind of thinking that can be sponsored. 

But unfortunately it is being sponsored and it is being sponsored for one 

reason only and . that is political gain. It builds up the image of this 

Government,that they are doing something with the people's own money,and I 

repeated this at the Economtc Conference. They are doing things with the 

people's own money for which they are taking credit and which rebound to 

hurt the people who are contributing this money. This is exactly what is 

happening and this is what will happen in this case because ,has anybody 

stopped to think ,with all the educational institutions, buildings and so 

on that we have in this Province, has anybody spopped to think what it would 
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cost this Government to take over all of that? Not only the running of it 

not only the carrying on of the thing but just to take over the physical 

plant,after all most of it is owned by the denominations. If they were to 

take this off the shoulders of the denominations and take it over,how many 

millions upon millions would be required to do this? I know that when I 

was Minister in this particular instance,the figure at the time I am trying 

to recall now, but in one particular period the Roman Catholic school boards 

of this Province has spent,for that particular· period,$28 million as against 

$5 million which they received from the Government. This was $5 million to 

$28 million. So what is happening in all these years since and before thati 

This just gives you some very sketchy views of what this fantastic scheme would 

cost. 

Now I contend,Mr. Chairman, that if this sort of thinking dominates the 

preparation of these estimates and the votes on which we are asked to vote 

$ 100 million recklessly~ · here is time for us to get up and say something 

and we are saying it because it is this type of thinking,which I repeat and 

repeat and repeat,is being emphasized and sponsored for political gains only, 

is what has iot this Province in the hole that it is in. 

MR.HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I do not intend·to keep the Committee too .l long. 

It depends of course~on how much guff I get from the other side. It is always 

that way. One is led to conclude they can get through whatever they have to 

say very quickly. It is hardly necessary to say this 1but in the light of how 

some hon. gentlemen on the other side misinterpret what comes from this side, 

I feel it is necessary for me,ju8t in case there is no other speaker on this 

side, to say that the Opposition is in no way interested in reducing the 

vote for the Department of Education. It will be said that there is not one 

in this Chamber any more interested and in favour of Education than ourselves; 

always interested, always prepared to support anything that will further that 

cause. Just in case our actions of yesterday and today may be used in a 
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political sense ,that the Opposition would like to have the vote for Education 

decreased, would like to have some of the services curtailed, never let that 

be said.what we are interested in is in obtaining some information attempting 

to justify that,a strange request for such a large amount of money for such 

a short period of time. While the Hon, the Minister tells us that the amount 

of the vote is to cover three months,! recall a couple of days ago that 

we were told that he could expect the budget and the estimates in four 

to six weeks. From past experience,Mr. Chairman, I for one do not anticipate 

the budget deba
0

te, running for a month and a -half or two months. _In the 

light of certain statements and certain actions on the part of the Premier 

yesterday~! should think that that would not be allowed,if it were to 

bejf.ndicated. So that really what we are tempt-ing to do is to get the 

information we want to attempt to justify our supporting this Bill,if that 

were possible. Mr. Chairman, there is no way, no way that any hon. gentleman 

on this side and I fail to realize how any hon. gentleman on the other side 

can support the passing of this Bill for this large sum of money. When as it 
1 

has been said so often to day and yesterday,when we are prepared readily 

prefAred to agree to one month~s supply, when this House,we know.would be 

open,:the Government can come back for another month's supply if the need 

should arise. 

Why is it necessary to cause all of this debate? For surely Government 

have to realize,when they introduced this Bill,the Opposition could not possibly 

go along,they would be failing in their duty if they did - dr anyone who 

approves a blank cheque for $100 million. 

SOME HON.MEMBER: (inaudible) 

MR.HICKEY: I am not too interested in what the.hon. gentleman across has to 

say, and especially as it applies to this vote because,really,he has shown me 

in recent months he can do - could be said,Mr. Chairman, that I am particular 

about where and when I use that - one should abide by the rules,so I will and 
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I will say that the hon. gentleman, the hon. Minister and the hon. member,now 

that 11111 cover it - has shown me that he could do with a little education 

himself. He has trouble interpreting letters - plain, black and white letters -

Queen's English. - do with a brushing up on that. However, Mr. Chairman, to 

get back to something more serious. Government knew full welL it was nc,t 

p-ossible that the Opposition could go along with this Bill, this present form. 

1 wonder why they look for this kind of debate when they knew it had to c0111e. 

It Vas forthcoming, or it is the duty of the Opposition to obtain the information 

that is necessary in a case such as this. 
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How are the people of Newfoundland going to hear both sides of the story? 

How are they going to know,if they just hear one side? Mr. Chairman, they 

would not even have heard one side because there is no debate on t~e other 

side of the House. So it is easy for people to talk and say that lie, 

on this side wishes to prolong the sitting of this House and drag out the 

debate.· That is not so, we get the information we want: If we are not 

bullied and pushed,it is surprising what can be accomplished. 

The Minister said this morning that an amount of $1.1 million 

of the amount in question that we are asked to vote on right now w.;is 

allocated to transportation, school bus transportation. I recall, 

Mr. Chairman, at the recent conference there was an announcement t,-, the 

effect that parents would no longer have to pay for bus transporta~ion 

of their children to and from school, the Government was to pick U? the 

full tab. This brings to mind a problem which many hon. members of this 

House have, certainly many more than I, and that is that of transporting 

children to and from schools from within the one mile radius. If the 

Government follows out with their plan, their promise,and I am prepared 

to reserve judgement, I am prepared to assume that they will, that they 

were sincere when they made that announcement at the conference, that 

they are going to pay all the costs of school bus transportation. When 

they do that,one section of a cotmnunity or one could say certain sections 

of the whole Province will get their children to and from school for free 

while other sections will get nothing, the ctildren will have to walk, 

walk on some of the most treacherous, hazardous highways. In many cases 

the very smaller children, five and six years of age,have to walk those 

highways. I realize that it is difficult for Government .to sort out 

this particular aspect of the problem and what I mean is where those little 

tots have to walk while the larger children, the older children of fourteen 

and fifteen and indeed high school, regional high school, university students , 

are riding the buses. 

As I said, Mr. Chairman, I realize that this is not an easy matter 

to sort out,where there are young and old children, if one can use that 
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phrase, in ali parts of every community but certainly the way around it 

and it has been suggested here, Sir, many, many times, the way around is 

to change this policy of this one mile radius. I do not think, Mr. Chairman, 

if that policy were wiped out for that matter and no dividing l:lne were used, 

just wipe it off the books,as it were, I do not think that the bus service 

would be abused. I do not think,for example,that children who live a-tenth 

or two-tenths of a mile from school would crowd the bus, I really do not. 

I believe that.,for that catter I"·do not ·think this problem would exist 

because the bus would be filled to capacity before it would arrive at that 

particular point. 

So, Sir, in my view and while it is not my place to speak for any 

hon. member on either side but I am positively sure the•view of many 

members of this hon. House,for they have expressed concern over this matter 

time and time again. I am sure I speak for a ~ot of people and a good many 

members of this House when I say that it would serve a greater purpose if 

the Government were to first of all sort out this matter and wipe out this 

business of a one mile radius~and then 1if they have the finances to foot 

the bill by all means,but I would suggest that they should do something 

with this problem before they pay all the cost of providing transportation 

for the other sections of any given community. 

As I have said, Sir, on numerous occasions I have brought this to 

the attention of the House. I felt it my duty to do so because I am 

continuously receiving representation of this very matter and all one can 

do is continue running the risk of repetition, continue to bring it to 

the attention of the Government. I can only repeat what I have said on 

a number of occasions in debating this subject that we are very fortunate 

there are not more casualities, very fortunate indeed. I would say, 

Sir, that it is going to be too late when there are casualities because 

those small children are forced by a policy which can only be classed as 

stupid, they are forced to walk those treacherous roads. 

This problem, Mr. Chairman, becomes even more aggravative· in winter 

time.~lth the snow piled up on both sides of the road, they are out in the 
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middle of the traffic for most of the time. I am wondering if the Minister 

would give some serious consideration to this matter. I think this is an 

appropriate time to bring it to his attention,in view of the fact that part 

of this vote is being used to pay such bills,that possibly he might be able 

to convince his colleagues in Cabinet that a change is necessary and that 

there is no better time to bring it about than right now. 

This being an election year, Mr. Chairman, I should think it might 

well be very beneficial. 

Another item I wanted to touch on, Mr. Chairman, was vocational 

schools, I suppose I could say vocational schools and the technical college. 

Again before I say what I have in mind I would like to reiterate again 

that hon. members on this side of the House are obviously in favour of and 

support to a great extent our policies in terms of educating by way of 

trades our unemployed and our young men and women generally. I would 

suggest, Mr. Chairman, that it is 
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MR. HICKEY: necessary for the Government to i take a look at their policy 

with regards to vocational schools. I am not sure that in tot-many instances 

they might well be used as a place to go while a man or a woman is waiting 

for a job. 

It is a wonderful thing for a person to have two, three or four 

trades,if it is possible, but at this stage of ·the development of our Province 

I think that we have to be careful that our monies are spent properly, are 

put to the best use, and that we get the greatest return that is possible. 

Pe9ple question the unemployment figures,Mr. Chairman. Well,under the heading 

of vocation schools and the technical college, I can assure hon. members that 

the unemployment rate in this Province would be much, much higher if we were 

to take the people out of our vocational schools and technical college. A 

good many of our people are there solely and oniy because they do not have a 

job to go to. 

I am not quarrelling with this, for in a good many cases this enables 

that person to get themselves a job. I feel Mr. Chairman, that the number who 

do get 8ettled away into a trade, and follow up that trade is not high enough 

in terms of the expenditure, and in terms of what the Government have in mind 

when they set up those vocational schools in the beginning. 

Another item Sir, that is worthy of connnent is this one. It concerns 

me personally. I feel very stongly about it. I raised it in this House before 

but I feel that a clear cut explanation should be given, or a clear cut statement 

should be made by Governmnt as to just what the situation is. I refer to the 

free access school that is planned under the DREE program in my own district, 

in the Kent's Pond area. The school Mr. Chairman, is termed· a free access 

school. As far as I am concerned Sir, a free access school is a public school. 

I do not think we should be using this fancy phrase whether it was created 

Provincially or Federally, it does not matter, I do not think we should be using 

it. A lot of people are confused as to just what kind of school it is. I have 

had a number of people in my own area who have inquired just what is this school. 

Mr. Chairman, if I were just strictly interested in publicity, I 

suppose that I would make a charge that the Government is hiding behind this 
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name rather than use the term public school. I am not going to make the 

charge Mr. Chairman. but I will say this, that if they do not want this 

impression to be given they had better say something about it publicly, 

they had better explain it. We all know that the public school system 

verses the denominational school system, it is a hot potato as it were. 

Everyone seems to want to sidetrack it. Mr. Chairman, if we are going to 

sidetrack it , that is fine as long as there is no school in our midst _. under 

another name, But. when a school is about to be constructed under a name 

which means the same thing.then this is another matter. 

It is my understanding that the Federal Government are paying part 

of the cost, a great portion of the cost ,under the DREE program,of this 

school. It is also my understanding,Mr. Chairman,that the Federal Government 

will not involve itself in such a project unles~ pupils of all denominations 

have access to that school. This is only fair. It is not for me to say that 

there is that much wrong with either system. But, sooner or later, the 

Government is going to have to come to grips with the matter and determine 

what route they are going to go. A lot of people are confused and I would 

suggest,Sir. that it is a good time for Government to make a statement on the 

matter and clear the air. 

Mr. Chairman, the minister told us that the amount of money that was 

being requested for the Department of Education and Youth covered some three 

months. In his view, it was approximately three months. I would just like 

to raise this question~which will probably indicate one way or the other. If 

this is so, our budget for education and youth for this year will be well 

over $100 million. Is that a fair figure. well over $100 million. 

MR, ROWE (F .W .) : The past year was over $100 million. 

MR. HICKEY: The past year. I see, well we overspent. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. HICKEY: 

MR. ROWE: 

MR. HICKEY: 

I thought the estimate for last year was eighty some millions. 

$104 million 

104 eh! my figures are wrong somewhere. 
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AN BON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. HICKEY: Somebody else did this morning too. 

MR. MURPHY: Current account $77,928,000. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I do not want to interrupt my hon.friend •• 

MR. HICKEY: No problem at all. 

MR. ROWE: I think you were leaving out capit~l account. The eight odd 

million was current account and you are leaving out the capital. The total 

was $106 orsr million or something of that order. That was the total voted 

by the House, about $106 million. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will explain where I got that figure and probably clear the 

air. I was not taking into account the capi~l account. 

MR. MURPHY: Current $78 million, Capital $8 million. 

MR. HICKEY: I just made the assumption that if we require almost twenty-seven 

million for three months, that we would go near four times that in twelve 

months, for the same things that this $26 million are presently required for. 

Mr. Chairman, the minister said that this is the largest amount of 

the budget. As I have already said, no one quarrels with that, for it is in 

education that our future lies 
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We have been told from time to time that we are intellectually bankrupt, 

some of us on this side but maybe we can take advantage of some of those 

benefits. But, Sir, I would think that if Government had approached this 

matter a little differently than they did,a lot of this hollering and a 

lot of this interrupting for that matter, some of which we are getting 

right now, would not have come about. 

I was of the opinion that we on this side had something in mind 

with regards to reducing the amount, Mr. Chairman, but I am not full sure 

that we should do that because it might even take more money than has been 

allocated to teach some people on the other side some manners and in that 

case it might even be necessarY. to increase it. I think, Mr. Chairman, 

that my hon. friends on the other side really believe that I am trying to 

kill time. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: No, no, nothing like that. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is a valuable contribution to the subject on education. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, you know that does my heart good because I would 

not want anyone to think that I am capable of standing up here and wasting 

time, I am really not. I was quite serious and if anyone on the opposite 

side doubt me 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. HICKF.Y: What was that? I could not have been worth too much as the 

hon. gentleman does not care to repeat it. 
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MR. HICKEY: No, Mr. Chairman, I am quite sincere in my remarks. I hope 

that the Government can see fit to take account of some of the thin.g 

that hon. members on this side have put forward. Becuase there is always 

a danger that hon. gentlemen on the other side, some of them at least are 

of the opinion that from this side comes nothing but ·criticism, destructive 

criticism. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR, HICKEY: That is right, no. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKEY: One,all one has to do is be honest with themselves, and answer 

that question. And they will say "no, .. we do not -just criticize for the 

hell of it." If I were to begin to list the number ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The hon. member is learning. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I am delighted the hon. the Premier mentioned that 

word "learning." 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Move along with this.· 

MR, HICKEY: I am trying to move along, Sir, but when I am interrupted I have 

to answer. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: He is trying, 

MR, HICKEY: The hon. Premier is very generous now. But he hit on a very 

important -

MR. SMALLWOOD: Inaudible, 

MR. HICKEY: That is right! He hit on a very important word, Mr. Chairman, 

"learning," There is none so blind as they say,as those who will not see. 

And I might add,there are none so dumb, as those who will not listen, for 

fear they may learn something," We are leaming over here, Mr. Chairman. 

We are learning fast. What is even more important.the people of 

Newfoundland are learning. And they are learning even faster. If we were not 

interrupted so often.the debate would be a whole lot -

MRT-m!AIBM!.."i; Order, please! I wonder if we. could move on. Education is 

the topic. 
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MR. HICKEY: Hr. Chairman that is the topic I am on. 

HON. MEMBERS Inaudible. 
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!'fit• HICKEY ~ Can you not see, Mr. Chairman, what a great audience I have 

over here. Like I said ,:~Sir, I cannot continue, if I am being constantly 

interrupted and agreed with, because when someone agrees with me from the 

other side I get nervous. 

MR. ROBERTS: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKEY: Would the hon. minister like to repeat that, I did not get it. 

MR. ROBERTS: I said, if Iwere on that side I would be nervous too. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! If the hon. member does not intent .~ P!oc~ed with 

the item I will have to ask him to sit down. So please carry on. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, in all fairness and in all sincerity, I have 

been attempting to do just that. 

MR. S~.ALLWOOD: He is not successful. 

MR. HICKEY: Would the Chairman tell some of his colleagues on the other side 

to be quiet, and to give me an opportunity to continue:a.and finish because 

you know.Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! .Does the hon. member intent to adhere to the 

subject or not? 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman I am going to stick right to the subject. 

MR. CP.AIIU-tAN: Would the hon. gentleman ple~se be seated? 

MR. HICKEY: I have to justify some when I am charged with something. 

MR. CAHIRMAN: Would the hon. gentleman please be seated. Does any other 

hon. gentleman wish to speak? 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, just a second. I understand that the hon. member 

has been forced to sit down and,in view of all the interruptions and the 

gestures 3nd the jokers on the other side, has he not got the right to 

be heard in silence? 

MR HICKEY: I am finished. I rise on a point of order now. 

MR. MURPHY: A great joke see! Wonderful.!. A big deal! 
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MR. HICKEY: Very funny, 

1-'R. MURPHY: A big deal. 

MR. HICKEY: Very funny, we will have a go at this point of order for 

an hour, 

My point of order is that, since when did we start abiding by the 

rules and enforcing them,so rigid here,that only I must stick to the subject 

at hand. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! 

MR. HICKEY: Just a minute, Mr. Chairman, I am not finished with my point of 

order. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It:.1s not the concern of the Chair what other members of 

the House may think or may not think or whether they may be enjoying the 

debate or not. It is the duty of the Chair to see that the rule of 

relevancy is kept. The Chair asks the hon, me~ber,on at least fou~ occasions, 

to direct his attention to the item 1 The hon. member refused to do so, but 

continued to discuss other.matters and the Chair, therefore, ordered the 

hon. member to be seated,to give some other hon, members a chance to speak 

on the subject 7and now the hon. Leader of the Opposition has the floor. 

MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I have to ask the Chairman, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. HICKEY: I would like to speak, well okay, Mr. Chairman, I would like to 

speak to another point of order? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Would the hon. member for St. John's West -

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I am standin~ on a point of personal privilege. 

I am just getting a litte fed up with this. What am I suppose to oe around 

here? I would like to inform the Cha~rman that I represent · a nU111ber of 

people around here. Is that being questioned too? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. HICKEY: Would the Premier be ruled out of order when he called somebody 

a liar? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, order, please! 

MR. HICKEY: That I was thrown, . out for three days. 

MR. CHAIRl-'AN: Order, order, please! Would the hon. member please take his 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: seat? The hon. the member for St. John's Centre has the 

floor. 

MR. RICKEY: I will debate it a little later on, 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chainnan, in view of your rule, I must agree that the hon. 

member has as much right to be heard in silence,and yesterday the Chairman 

said,he was going to strictly enforced the rules. And here you have in this 

hon. House a bunch of ;esters trying to make a farce out of $26_.million 

Hr. Chairman. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR, MURPHY : There you go again. Why do we not give them a quarter each 

and let them go out and see a movie? They might enjoy themselves better. 

Power! Power! No doubt about it! 

Mr. Chairman. we are discussing now a grant of $26 million of the 

peoples money. The peoples money that this Government come in here and ask 

us to give to the Department of Education to spend, in our opinion, as 

they dare well please. and to what political purposes they want it. Now this 

is a joke. It is time the people of this Province realize that this House 

of Assembly should be serious business. 

We hear over radio and everything else where this Opposition is using 

this for political propagenda. I hear the Premier make a statement that 

they are looking for this and we have only agreed to give him ten percent, 

Let the Premier finish his statement. Ten percent of last year's estimates 

that is what we are giving, not ten percent of this $100 million. If the 

people are going to know the facts, let them know the true~_facts. 

The hon. minister gets up, he gives us a breakdown,and we appreciate 

the breakdown he gave us to this. This is what we are here for. Tt,is is 

what we are here for.to get the breakdown of $26.million. And I will repeat 

myself, as I have done during the past three or four days, we are not intending 

to refuse this Government any supply. We will give them one month's supply. 

We will give them one month's supply,which we consider sufficient, if they are 
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MR. MURPHY: not capable to bring in the estimates and the budget in that 

time, we will give them another month's supply. But under no condition will 

ve give them $100 million to go out and spend hither and yon to promoter 

the picture or the image of the Liberal Party. And this is whst this is 

for. 

The first item im.t:his breakdown, Mr. Chairman, was -

"11 HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. MURPHY: Teachers salaries is right, $11 million for teachers salaries. 

There is no teacher in this Province will be deprived of his salary in 

April, $11 million right? 

AN HON. m:MBER: Inaudible. 

MR. MURPHY: Well it could just well be, as far as the other side was 

concerned, what is another $100 million anyhow? Small chan~e. This seems 

to be the amusement hour this past three days in this House. We are hanging 

up the House. We have been up to this time, we have been given something 

like five and a-half or six hours to debate this. Aln I right or wrong? 

One hundred million dollars and we are interferring with the busin~ss of 

this House. We-b11.ve,.the Premie11t flying all over the world the past four 

or five months when he should have had been home looking after the interest 

of the people of this Province. 

Seven Cabinet Ministers in New York over the weekend for what? One 

of them open his mouth and the other ones clap. _That is what has been 

happening. 

For too long, Mr. Chairman, we have been bullied and threatened and 

abused on this side of the House. For too long. We have a case today the 

hon. member for St. John's East, twenty-five or 
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MR. MURPHY: 

or thirty times he was interrupted in his speech. The Chairman made a 

ruling yesterday that,as the first principle of this House,a member has 

a right to be heard in absolute silence no matter how good or how bad a 

speaker he is. But there is only one in this House, Mr. Chairman, allowed 

to say anything, only one who feels he is allowed to say anything and that 

is the gentleman opposite me,occupying that seat, and I am getting a. little 

bit fed up and poisoned with it to,quite frankly. The jester snaps his 

finger, everybody laughs. This is the peoples' House, this is where we 

decide the affairs of the people of this Province and no-one else, not 

any particular Minister, all of us here, we represent people. 

As far as the teachers salaries are concerned, Mr. Chairman, I must 

agree with the hon. members who spoke here today on this very, very, very 

serious s~tua~ion that was created in this Province a few short months ago, 

where hundreds and thousands of our children w~re deprived of many hours 

of school through the arrogance, the absolute arrogance of this Government 

who refused to mediate or bring in another party to decide this issue. 
~ 

We 

·\1 a party kept out of this dispute. We did not want to make it a political 

issue. The hon. member for Burin was our spokesman on education during all 

this and time and again we stressed,if two forces cannot resolve what does 

t his Government do? Someone appeals, send in a third man, a conciliation 

or whatever you want to call it. Day after day the Department of Labour 

does this 1but not with this Government, Mr. Chairman. There is only one 

an speaks and everybody bows, "This is the word of their master," and 

that is what is wrong with this Province. That is why we owe hundreds of 

millions of dollars, that is why the Budget last year was brought in here 

for a certain amount of money that we passed,after due consideration. What 

was our deficit? $103. million dollars over and above. Now we have Interim 

Supply, SlOO. million. How do we know but this will be $200. million in the 

next two or three months that will be spent? 
;t 

So let us not laugh~off, I know I do not intend to, I do not intend 

to treat this as a joke. There are too many poor people, people wanting to 

get benefits in my own little district of St. John's Centre without m~ 3 g 6 
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laughing at $100. million dollars. Education, we have some of the kids 

going to school that would tear your heart apart to see the struggle parents 

have to put them in school and try to get a decent education. These are 

the ~hings, Mr. Chairman, we should be talking about. Not making great 

jokes, by all the brains on the other side of the House, the fountain of 

wisdom and on all the rest of it. Let us sit down and talk as ordinary 

common people and ninety per-cent of the people in this Province are 

ordinary, common people trying tci" eke an existence and a living and 

bring up their families decently in this Province of Ours. 

Well, let us not joke about this amount of money. If this 

Government is so anxious to bring closure on this House, to give us a few 

hours to discuss this.~1here were they last month, the month before and the 

month of January that all this did not come in here? What are they all 

doing? Holding great conferences so they can tell the people the wonderful 

things we are going to do this year, sods flying everywhere, hot asphalt 

going everywhere, buildings going everywhere, millions and millions, untold 

millions of dollars. No, Mr. Chairman, we will discuss this and we will 

get the answers, what answers we can get 9 Uot for us but for the thousands 

of. people outside this House who we represent in this House, who own.: this 

House. The:, · are the people we are looking for answers for, not for ourselves. 

MR. NEARY: Is the hon. member looking for information or wanting to make 

speeches? 

MR. MURPHY: The hon. member can make all the speeches he wants or ask all 

the questions he wants because I am sent here,elected by the people to do 

just that thing and when the hon. Minister's turn comes we will ask questions 

of him .also. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. member will get the answers 

MR. MURPHY: Yes, about the great fuel allowance. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! Could the hon. gentleman confine himself to 

the subject matter? 

MR. MURPHY: 1 would like now, Mr. Chairman, please to continue on 

uninterrupted and if anybody interrupts I am going to request the Chairman 
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MR. MURPHY: 

to have him removed from the House.as he ruled yesterday that would happen. 

Not because there are twenty-seven over there and only eight or nine over 

here they have the right to laugh and scoff. 

MR. CALLAHAN: (Inaudible). 

MR. MURPHY: The hon. parrot from Port au Port is on again. What about it? 

I asked to be heard in silence. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! I think now the hon. member has made it quite 

clear that he does not wish any interruption while he is speaking and hon. 

members know what the rule is and some action will have to be taken if these 

interruptions continue. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: What about the galleries, Mr. Chairman? If we cannot 

interrupt can the galleries interrupt? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible). 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! Would the hon. member for St. John's Centre 

please continue. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, let us show some example,if we are going to 

start dealing with the galleries. 

MR. MURPHY: I was referring, Mr. Chairman, to the first item on this, that 

is $11. million dollars,teachers salarie& I will say,as a parent whose 

son was out of school for one month,that this Government will have a lot 

to account for in the final reckoning. Id~ not wish to go into all the \ 

ramifications of this teachers'strike or walkout, I think the hon. member \ 

for Burin, the hon. member for St. John's West and all the rest of the 

gentleman who spoke this morning put it in its proper perspective. We are 

a great professional body,like our teachers. All I have heard in this 

Bouse of Assembly in the last eight years is what a wonderful educational 

system we are building here, the great statements, our teachers, our great 

teachers, our this and our that.when it benefited this Government to mention 

education but when it came to the showdown~where these gentleman wanted to 

be treated as professionals,they were treated as jokes. They came out, 

everybody knows how this strick was settled. The teachers got back in 

the classrooms, they figured they had an interest in the kids, they got 
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back, they took backwater, no-one here can say anything otherwise. I think 

this was said again today and I will repeat it that they came out and made 

a statement about the two year contract,hoping to have a three year contract, 

and the words were no sooner out than the hon. the Premier and the Minister 

of Education came right behind them and said, "No such thing, what we said 

on January 8th:(or whatever day it was)vthat still goes, that still goes." 

I think it was •a nasty, nasty thing for this Government to do 

at that particular time,where we had the situation well in hand, the 

teachers could have gone back to their classrooms, carried on where they 

had left oft Sut today.I wonder what their feelings are and who is to blame! 

Not the teachers, Mr. Chairman, _not the teachers but this arrogant Govern

ment we have. It brings to mind, if I may, a few years ago.when we had 

poer kitch_en help in the hospitals being branded as murderers, murderers 

because they dared to look for more than twenty~eight or thirty dollars 

a week. What a shame, what a great shame that our fellow Newfoundlanders 

have the guts to stand up and demand their rights. What a shame, we do not 

want that in this Province. No, that is not allowed, Mr. Chairman, in this 

Province. Do what we tell you and that is it.But I believe and I firmly 

hope that the end is in sight for this type of administration. 

There is another matter, Mr. Chairman, that I would like to discuss 
a 

and to ask the hon. Minister of Education if he would answer~question I am 

about to ask and that is vith reference to these five vocational schools 

that the hon. member for St. John's West spoke about this morning. I notice 

that at least one tender has been called for site clearance and erection of 

the basements. Is it true, Sir, is it true, Mr. Chairman, that the contracts 

for these five schools have been given to a contractor, that· these buildings 

are now in the ~rocess of being fabricated in Stephenville without any 

tenders or anything else called? I would like to put that question there, 

Sir, if it is not answered now I will put it on the Order Paper. I have 

it from very good authority that this . is the case. The peoplJs money again, 

who cares, who cares if we get a hundred cents worth of value for the dollar? 

It is not the Government's money, it is the peoplJs money. 
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This Government has been on a course the past few years .as far as 

1110ney is concerned, no sweat, let her go! Borrowings, spending of money, 

statements, the hon. Minister of Education has spent about $25. million 

now,before the Budget is even brought in.and it has to ~e approved by this 

Bouse, $4. mil.lion here and free transportation on school buses, great ice 

stadium here and great recreation centres there. I wonder, Mr. Chairman, 

is that prop.er for any Minister of this House, to go outside this House 

and disclose matters that should be properly put in the.Budget and the 

estimates? I wonder is it done in any other Province or is this the only 

-~ where we have to listen to this daily, daily, daily repetition of 

promises and this, that and the other thing, millions of our money 
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t d given away. Hoist your sales and run. Not very tight. Free school buses -

the hon. member for St. John's East (Extern) has raised the matter about 

transportation of children. A school bus comes down the road,with twenty-five 

or twenty pupils in it.and passes kids walking to school. True the law 

says. you must live at least one mile outside an area. But can we make 

this a bit more human~? Can we look at this thing, study it,so that we 

can look after some of these kids in the rain and the snow and the sleet? 

In addition, it is costing a lot of our parents a lot of money,out of their 

pockets, if they have three or four kids going to school that do not come 

under this subsidized bus system. I think someone brought up this morning 

about Labrador. I think it was the hon. member for St. John's West. In 30 to 

40 degrees below zero children had to plow along the roads in drifts and storms. 

I believe. Mr. Chairman, before we talk about this $1,100,000 for 

school buses and I do not know if this includes the great brain storm of the 

hon. minister, when he came out and annoW1ced to everybody that everything 

was going to be paid for now one hundred per cent. I do not know if that 

amount was included, but I would say;before we spend that extra twenty-five 

per cent, that we look at areas of the Province where we might do more benefit, 

to transport other children to school rather than making it absolutely free. 

It may be not as politically sound as perhaps the minister thinks.in making 

that statement. It may be. It might get more votes in different areas of the 

Province. Who knows? That seems to be the only object in view. We talked 

about $950,000. Mothers·1 Allowances - an extra fifty cents. lf we reed 

the great prospectus of 1966, the great Liberal Platform,that was going to 

be doubled in two or three years,from $1.50 up to $3.00. But we just could 

not manage it. So. 'let us give them something. We will give them another 

$.so: It was a wonderful thing. Mothers' Allowances are a wonderful thing. 

It is a wonderful thing for the mothers who need it. I think some of them should 
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be getting $10 a month, not $3.00 a month. But just to give it out, 

no holes barred, I cannot agree with it,quite frankly, when I know there 

are so many people in my own district that I would like to see getting 

an extra $5.00 or $6.00 of $7,00 a month,to help to put their children 

through school. 

But, it had to be reached somewhere. It had to' be touched this year, 

dis great Mothers' Allowance thing, So we will give them an extra $.50, 

We could not very well say $~40 or $.45, hut $.50 sounds a bit better than 

$.40 extra a month. 

Trades and Technology: We got the announc~ment that there are 

going to be great extensions made to a lot of our vocational schools. 1 think 

this comes under Federal, so it will not cost this Government anything, The 

five new schools have a grant of something like, I believe, $12 million,that 

was left over from an old vote. The deal use to be ~eventy-five Federal 

and twenty-five Provincial. That deal has been discontuined now, I think, 1t is 

something like $12 million that is coming to Newfoundland. 1 think it 

receives something like $8 million now and the balance to be paid. 

But, because we get this windfall that we use to hear so much 

about from Ottawa, there is no reason why this Government should go out 

to their friends and say;"here is $12 million,boy. Go o~t and build five schools. 

We are not wor~d, if it costs us ten per cent or twenty per cent more than 

the other fellow~ Spending money is not the art. There is no art in spending 

money. I think spending it wiselY, to the best advantage of our people, l believe 

is where the art comes into this. 

There has been some reference made to Physical Fitness, which 

now comes under this great Education Department. Great artifical ice centres 
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so on and so forth. I think something like $750,000 was spent 

by the hon. minister the other day,in about three minutes. I would 

like, Mr. Chairman, sincerely like this Government to sit down and 

really assess where Physical Fitness money should be spent. In the great 

urbran centres, they need it. They already have a certain degree of 

these great facilties. Let us go throughout the Province,where they do not 

even have a playing field to .play on. What do the kids do? Bow do they 

spend their time, particularly, s~ertime? We talk about our young people 

going on dope and many other evils of the present age. I never believed, 

Mr. Chairman, in c~ring these things with medicine. I think the prevention 

is what we are mainly interested in, and if we spen~ some of the money~that 

we are now spending for political gain,to keep our kids occupied, I do not 

think we would have half the problems that we are facing today in trying to 

keep our young people happy and satisfied. We can get a chance to speak about 

that a bit later on. I am not planning to make a full-scale speech this 

afternoon. There is only about an hour and fifteen minutes left before 6 p.m. 

and then I suppose we come back tonight. But I do not want to bar other 

speakers, because I know on the other side that there must be many members 

who are just as interested as I am in the Government spending $26 million 

without a question asked. The hon. member for Hermitage is nodding his head. The 

hon. member for Bonavista South, I am sure, will want to know what is going 

to happen to all this, Mr. Chairman. He is one of my best constituents in 

St. John's Centre, and I want him to stand up and display himself as a true 

Newfoundlander and question some of these items. 

There is $800,000 for school books •. Is this now the free text books? 

Does free text books come under this or are we operating under the old system, 

where I think we subsidize, . I think the last figure was fifty per cent. It 

came down from seventy-five per cent to fifty, I believe. ls this $800,000 now? 

Does this begin now this free text book thing and will the students, when they 
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go to school and be asked to pay for a book, will there be a minor 

revolution to say that the hon, Minister of Education said that all 

text books are to bw free? 

I remember during the war, people were warned not to be 

making statements that could be picked up by people that could 

misinterpret or give away secrets against security. I think out 

minister certainly put his foot, perhaps put both his feet in his mouth, 

when he made these statements,at this great Economic Conference,about the 

Government taking over the operation of schools. I suppose half a minute 

after or ten minutes after, every educational. institution in the 

country was deluged by people saying.; •wel~we have done away with the 

school fees and the school assessment again. Here we go!" I think he 

had to come out afterwards and~correct it, that it would take some 

time to set this in. But we had tb get the word in before the election. 

I mean the election is this year.so we have not time to really frame 

it up before whenever the election will be, September or October. But 

we are going to do this. This will be done. This will be done! 

Libraries: $180,000. I think there was a substantial cut in the 

library grant last year. We are asking our people to read more, to study, 

to learn. We went the wrong way about it last year. I had m~y complaints 

from_ different parts of the Province about the cut in the library grant. 

So•one has mentioned the $3 million to use for Un~versity grants-in-aid. 

t•ese are grants that we do not even question. I think we gave the University 

something like $17 to $18 million last year in the budget. How these monies 

are spent, it seems to be none of our business, but I think the time is now 

coming,with this great sprawling institution that is catering to so many 

of your young people# ~he people should be made aware of how their monies are 
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being spent. It is rather frighting, when you hear the students' union 

talking about buying, building or selling a building or trading a building 

for $750,000; that is three-quarters of a million dollars. So, there 

ie a lot of money somewhere in the University. 

MR. EABLE: Would the hon. member permit a question? In connection 

with the students' building, does the hon. mem~er know why the 

atudents purchased that building? 

MR. MURPHY: I am afraid I must plead ignorance to that, sir. I can 

follow it up, but I guess I can look it up and find out just what 

the story is. Perhaps the hon. member might know. I am not quite sure. 

I am just saying - you just read the paper. I know several people who 

called me on this particular thing. I was not in a position to give 

the answer at the time. Possibly the Government are not either. It may 

be purely an internal matter with the University. I am not blaming the 

Government for this. I am just talking about the huge grants that· we 

give to the University and we do not know just what a lot of these monies 

are used for. 
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HR. MURPHY: There ia not too much else Mr. Chairman that I have to add to 

this. We look forward to going through the eatimates,which by the way were 

tabled yesterday afternoon. If we meet morning, afternoon and night we might 

get a chance to look at them and study them.perhaps sometime next month. 

These are some of the matters that ve raised,Sir, when we talked about trying 

to do the business of the House. I am sorry ve did not get the estimates -

the public accounts and the Auditor General's report. We are prepared Mr. 

Chairman to discuss as intelligently as we can these amounts and to try 

..-gain to project to the public that we do not want, we have not been appointed 

watchdogs for the public, for the general public of the Province, but we 

like to feel that,as an Opposition;we have a duty to question any expenditures 

in this House or any other matter that arises. This is our duty to do. 

Perhaps we have no more right,as elected membe~s.than any of the other twenty

seven or twenty-eight members in this House,who apparently have such great 

confidence in their Government that they do not need to question. Perhaps 

they are all cued in on this stuff and we do not get the same chance to be 

made aware, 

I know there is continuing discussion. I presume there is Sir, where 

all these backbenchers,so called.are kept up-to-date on all these expenditures 

and ao on and so forth. -But Mr. Chairman, ~s I say, I have not too much else 

to say on this education request for $26 million, only to say, that it is an 

awful lot of money. Last year we were discussing the estimates,for last year 

in education, the total for current account was $78 million and capit'4l. was 

$8,022,000, I am referring mainly now to current account, that is the money 

Government needs to carry on the buslness of the department;which covers 

salaries, 1110thers' allowances so on and so forth. 

In keeping with what we suggested to tne Government earlier in the 

debate, that we are prepared to grant _supply. in the amount that we in our 

wisdom deem necessary to carry the department for the month of April, which 

was ten percent of the current account, but,in view of the hon. minister's 

statement this morning,about mothers' allowances, that these are not paid 

monthly,they will have to be paid for three months, I move Mr. Chairman, that 
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the amount of $7,802,710. plus $950,000. mothers' allowances,making a total 

of $8,752,710, that the amount of $26 million be reduced to $8,752,710. 

which is in our opinion sufficient to carry the Department of Education 

through the month of April. If,after the month of April,we find that the 

estimates and budget are not approved, we will again be too happy to consider 

granting further supply for the month of May. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The motion is that the item 6, ~ducation and ;louth be reduced 

to $8, 752,710, Those in favour please say "aye," contrary "nay," I declare 

the amendment lost. 

MR. MURPHY: Count 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Those in favour please rise. Those against please rise. The 

motion is defeated. Shall the item carry? 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, the minister I think, wishes to speak. 

MR. ROWE: I have listened patiently and with some interest to all that has 

been said for nearly four hours on this part of Interim Supply. Perhaps the 

co11DDittee would be interested to know that this is a longer time of debate 

than was spent last year on the entire Education Estimates,totalling $106 

million I believe. I do not know the explanation for that, but it is a fact. 

I said I listened patiently Mr. Chairman, and I would perhaps - I 

do not need to remind these gentlemen opposite that I did not once during the 

four hours interrupt one of them,except to ask questions in one case, and 

except to draw attention to an abvious error,when one of the hon. gentlemen 

was referring to the amount of money that was being asked for teachers' 

salaries. If I were to try to deal with all the points and all the arguments 

that have been brought forth here today, to deal with them logically and 

effectively, and with the degree of attention that these matters warrant, I 

would be speaking here for the next six days and.longer. The hon. gentleman 

from Burin was kind enough to refer to me as a professional educator and t9 

intimate or perhaps I should say insinuate that I know the difference of all 

these arguments that the Government is using from time to time, and that I -

in effect, I think the implication was that I should have more honesty and more 

integrity than to try to defend the Government's position in these matters of 
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education. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been my pleasure here to introduce estimates 

on Education for I believe a total of seven years, not consecutive years, and 

in that time I have never tried to hide or to hold back any information on 

education. As a matter of fact, I think perhaps the one thing that I have 

been criticiz~d for is, th~t I have been a bit too long-winded in giving 

explanations. I am not going to try to deal with all these argtDDents today~ 

financial arguments, administrative arguments, philosophical arguments, because 

we could debate 

AR HON. MEMBER: Legal arguments. 

MR. ROWE: It goes without saying. We could debate those, we could debate 

those from now till the judgement day. As a matter of fact, even Plato, even 

flato's famous essays on education.in which he _described the conversation -

or at least he is supposed to have reported the conversation that Socrates 

had with other interested people in Athens,twenty-six hundred years ago, was 

not the first to dispute on educational matters, and the very arguments that 

he brought forth have been in dispute ever since. 

I will however, try to set the record straight in respect of a few of 

these points here, and I know in doing so all I am doing is giving occasion 

for further speeches, further arguments, an~ for further delays in consideration 

of Interim Supply. I was interested though to hear,(and I will start and deal 

with just a few specifics, and very few at that) the hon. gentleman for St. 

John's West get up here and in effect, in effect, belittle the amount that we 

are giving the mothers' allowance. An hon. gentleman who got up here and 

voted against mothers' allowances in this House, he has changed his mind 

apparently. This would not be because he might think that it is an important 

election issue, This might not be because he i~ concerned about what the 

great mass of the mothers of Newfoundland feel about these mothers' allowances( 

The hon. gentleman from Burin said I knew something about education. I do 

know something about education, I do know ~omething about Newfoundland 

education, and I do know something about the mothers of Newfoundland and their 

feelings about these allowances. 

I have not had any cheques sent back to me. 
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MR. ROWE (F.W.): Not even from some of the people who could afford to do 

it. We have raised this amount to two dollars from one dollar and fifty 

cents a month and it is not very much. There are hundreds and thousands of 

mothers.next week or the week after, when they get those small cheques,who 

will fell a sense of gratitude because they are getting that money. It will 

help them. Thousands of them here in Newfoundland, it will help them. It 

vu meant, it was meant from the beginning to help them defray some of the 

costs of education. Incidental costs, extra clothing they have to buy in 

the spring or in tha fall. School fees or what ever you want to call these 

things, assessments or anythin~ else. The various charges that children going 

to school are called on to meet. That is what these are for and we do not 

apologize for them at all. 

My hon. friend from St. John's West p~ssed ddicule on the idea that 

now we.are going to change our policy in respect of text books again, as if 

there is something nefarious about changing your mind. The Commission of 

Government introduced here a policy of free text books, completely free text 

books in 1936, September 1936, and two years later they backtracker on it, 

reversed it and brought in a subsidized system. This House here, has on four 

different occasions changed its opinion,ID\animously,in respect of text books 

aubsidies,from as much as ninety percent back to seventy-five percent, back to 

fifty percent and so on. 

What we are doing here, what we have done here or decided to do, and 

are going to ask this House to do, is to give free text books to the children 

up to grade III, and this is in line with what has been done in recent - in 

the last year or two in several Provinces of Canada. We have also changed the 

subsid)' , to seventy-five per cent because, we feel we can afford to do it 

better this year than we could three years ago. It is as simple as that. 

The hon. gentleman said - from St. John's West said, that I had 

nothing to say about teachers' salaries. I had plenty to say about teachers' 

• alaries, and what I had to say is con_t~~ed in the public record. I made my 

position clear, and in doiug so I happened to be making the position of the 
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Government clear. Rightly or wrongly,we atated that position, and we adhered to 

that position, and the people of Newfoundland will' have a chance to make up 

their minds as to whether or not we took the right position, in the proper time. 

The hon. member for St. John's West, and in this he was supported by 

the hon. member for Burin, referred to a statement that I made at the development 

conference. He said later, they both said, that I had to correct that statement. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not allowed to accuse any hon. member of lying, and I do not 

think they are lying. I do not think they know what they are talking about. I 

did not correct any statement that I made at that development conference. I did 

not correct one word of any statement that I made, but, because that statement 

was twisted and distorted and misrepresented, and because some parents, not very 

many, but a few, two boards,to my knowledge got the idea that perhaps their 

financial position might be jeopardized, not by what I said, but by what I had been 

represented as saying, I came out and made a second statement. Here is what I 

said at the development conference. This is a copy of it, a .verbatim copy. 

" we uo..·come to the conclusion," we being the Government, Jthat without in any way 

infringing on the constitutional rights of the churches in educational matters, 

we should examine the possibility of having the Government assume the full 

capital cost of building and equipping schools of all kinds, everywhere in this 

Province. Because of the many complexities inherent in our system of education, 

it is a step which must not be taken hastily, and in any case, can only be taken 

with the full approval of the churches, and with the full cooperation of the 

Boards of Education. Even if#(I am repeating my exact words)~discussions are 

initiated at the earlies possible date, it is clear that no final decision is 

possible for the next financial year. However, in the 1110ntbs to come. the 

possibility of full Government responsibility for the capital cost of schools 

will be actively explored with the denominational authorities concerned." 

Mr. Chairman, I did not backtrack on that, I did not retrack one word 

of it, and I did not have to correct one word of it. It is the statement I made, 

and I am prepared to read the second statement as well.if the committee wants it 

read. The statement I read was merely to confirm what I had said, and to point 
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out that some of the implications and some people, for what reasons God only 

knows, have drawn from that, possibly because it had not been properly presented 

to them, or because they had read some summary or an extract. ~ had to correct 

any impressions and I was only too happy to do so and I did so at the specific 

request of two Boards of Education here in Newfoundland. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: No 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, who said this is being investigated? 

MR. CROSBIE: The hon. minister .did, he said it was the Government's intention 

to conduct an investigation into the possibility. 

MR. ROWE: Ha, _ha, the Government intends to conduct an investigation. 

MR. CROSBIE: Right. 

MR. ROWE: 

should be. 

The hon. gentleman is able to read english as well as I can, or he 

MR. CROSBIE: I just read it. 

MR.. ROWE: The Government intends to conduct an investigation, that means the 

same things as,so I am told, that the Government is investigating. That is what 

my hon. friend said. 

MR. CROSBIE: Not at all, not at all. 

MR. ROWE: I have a strong reason to suspect my hon. friend is not interested in 

getting the truth of what is said anyway. 

MR. CROSBIE: It is difficult. 

MR.. ROWE: He says here, the same hon. gentleman says, "what has happened to the 

extensions to the vocational schools? 'Who is going to pay for that?'' He must 

know the answer to that. It is made clear in public statements .• 

MR. CROSBIE: Where? 

MR. ROWE: When I announced on behalf of the Government that we were going to 

build five vocational schools, and enlarge the college of trades here, and enlarge 

the school at Gander, and the one at Burin, and do one or two other things, and do 

other things in connection with enlargements and equipment, in addition to the 
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five schools, when I did that, I pointed out, it was pointed out repeatedly, a 

fact of public knowledge as has been stated in this House here, that we had; to 

our credit in Ottawa,something of the order of $12 million that we were going 

to use. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: Not at that particular time my. hon. friend, I did not have to repeat 

it over and over, It was a well known fact that we had that money to our credit 

in Ottawa. Yesterday~•• a matter of fact,Mr. Chairman, my secretary came up here 

and ~nded me a registered letter,addressed to me. It was from the hon. Otto 

Laing. 

MR. CROSBIE: That is a good Laing, not Arthur, that is a good Laing,is it? 

Not the jackass. 

MR. ROWE: It is not a private and confidental l~tter, it is from the Minister 

of Manpower and Immigration, and he says, "Thank you for returning the signed 

copy of the letter of agreement regarding the capital assistance agreement." He 

is speaking of vocational schools. "I am pleased to enclose a cheque ,as the 

initial payment of your remaining entitlement under this agreement." The cheque

which was attached to the letter,(and I have a photostatic copy of it) the cheque 

if for $8,535,000. It was taken down immediately of course to the bank, because, 

a sum of 1110ney of that kind can earn interest in a hurry. 

MR~ MURPHY: If the hon. minister put it under his pillow ••••••• 

MR. ROWE: Yes, well I did not put this under my pillow, this went down to the 

bank. The bank was asked to open up and take it in at five o'clock in the 

afternoon. That is what happened here. Further on this letter, the minister 

says," the final payment of approximately $4.1 million will be made during the 

1971-72 fiscal year." 

MR.. MURPHY: That is for the five vocational schools. 

MR. ROWE: The hon. gentleman for St. John's West refers to our text book 

subsidy programme as a fairy tale. 

MR.. CROSBIE: No, I did not say that. 

MR. ROWE: No I correct myself on that Mr. Chairman. I said that we needed 
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"X" dollars in order to meet our payments in respect of our text book inventory. 

No matter what our system is for the parents or the children, no matter what our 

subsidy is, whether it is f.ree textbooks or seventy-five percent, we haae to buy 

the teztboolte. We have to order them in some cases as much as twelve months 

ahead, and once they are placed on order we have to make payments. My hon. friend 

over there called that a fairy tale. 
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over there called that a fairy tale. He has had more business experience 

than 1 have had. He knows very well that when these orders are placed 

that there are certain set times, if you are going to get the prices that 

have be~n quoted to you, on which you must make payment. This is what this 

Interim Supply is for here in respect of text books. My hon. friend 

knew that. He knew that, of course, just as well as 1 did. 

I want to make one or two references to what the hon. member for 

Burin had to say. By the way, the hon. member from St. John's West, I 

want to thank him for educating me on the matter of standing to points of 

order. I want to say this that in my experience in this House, I know of 

no man more competent to advise other members on poiRts of order. He has 

been called to order more often by the Speaker and the Chairman than any other 

man who has ever sat in this House. I will say this also and add to that, 

that he has broken more rules in this House, in my opinion,than any other 

man that I have known here in the last twenty years. 

The hon. member for Burin has had a few words to say here, a few 

impassionate words. Among other things, he has chosen to completely 

misrepresent something that occurred on the opening day here. I will 

quote his exact words. He looked across here, when he was speaking this 

moming and he said, "The minister said that he did not know what schools 

had been built in Newfoundland.' (I am paraphrasing now) No . person worthy 

of the title of Minister of Education has a right to that position, if he 

has to make such an admission." Mr. Chairman, I did not say that at any time • 
. , 

The question that my hon. friend asked: Gi"Wthe location of new schools, 

indicating ;in each case the number of classrooms which have been put into 

service since the 1st. January, 1970? The second part: Give the location 

of rebuilt schools, indicating in each case the number of additional classrooms 
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put into service since the 1st. January, 1970?• I made the point that 

this was the type of question which properly should be addressed to 

the Denominational Educational Authorities. I made that point. I did not 

refuse to answer the question. I also,in the same breath.said that I 

was getting that information from them, because it is theJt- information. 

I did not say;~I did not know/ I did not say;~we do not have that information 

in the Department of Education.* The point I made was that this was a type 

of question which should be referred,in the first instance,to the 

Denominational Educational Authorities, not nec~ssarily by my hon. friend, 

but certainly by the Department of Education, before we answer questions 

which relate properly to the· Denominational, Educational Authorities. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, on that very point •• 

MR. HICKMAN: On that point, before you leave it. If you already have the 

information, why do you have to get it from th~ Denominational Educational 

Authorities? 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Because I had made a point here that whenever I have 

been asked a question in respect ~f, i.e., the University, which in theory 

comes under the Department of Education, or in respect of the churches 

or boards of education or the Denomimational Educational Authorities, if 

it is a matter that properly comes under their jurisdiction, I refer it to 

them in the first instance. I have done this as a matter of'principle. 

May I say, Mr. Chairman on this,and this applies to some matters 

raised here by the hon. member for St. John's Eas~ over there,who,I do not 

think {He is a lawyer) has read the Education Ac~ the Schools' Act for 

the Department of Education, whichvere adopted unanimously here two 

years ago. The two great Acts which govern education in Newfoundland were 

adopted unanimously in this House. Now we modified them. We amended them,but 

they were adopted unanimously by this House two years ago and every member now 
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in this House, with the exception of the hon. gentleman from St. John's 

East,was here and voted for these two. I refer to this deliberately, 

Mr. Chairman, because every now and again, it is thrown back in my face 

that I am trying to use the boards as scapegoats or the churches as 

excuses for not doing this or doing that. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not responsible for these two Acts. This House 

is and if this House wants to change them and wants to change the prerogative 

of boards, it has the right to do so. If this House wants to change the 

privileges and the rights of the five churches in Newfoundland, it has 

the right to do so. I challenge now. I challenge this gentleman, who 

in my view, the member for Burin who is the master-fence straddler, the 

master-fence straddler in this matter of education in Newfoundland today, 

if he wants . to introduce any motion here taking back some of the rights 

that the churches have, he has the right to do so. Nobody is stopping him. 

Let him do that instead of implying that I, when I say that it is boards 

of education who have the right and not only the right the responsibility for 

building schools and for deciding when or where these schools are going to 

be built,in the b~Gad general sense, whether or not the school is to be 

built, a particular high school is to be built in Notre Dame Bay 7 by the 

integrated board or whether it is going to be put on the Burin Peninsula. 

It is the boards of education,acting on the authority of their churches,who 

decide that and not the Department of Education and not this Bouse of Assembly 

and not the Government. 

How that is the law. I did not make it. I am part of it. If my hon. 

friend wants it, I tell him now, if he wants that change, then cut out the 

hypocrisy and bring in a motion here, taking away the rights of the churches. 
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Bring it in here. He can do it. 

MR. CROSBIE: The Government wallows in hTI>ocrisv. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Sure, Sure. 

MR. CROSBIE: Whipping boys •• 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Let him do it. 

MR.. HICKMAN: Yes. 

MR.. ROWE (F.W.): My hon. friend, by the way, quoted from that great 

impartial educational authority, Mr. Roger Simmons, who issues,as part 

of his extra curricular duties, a little newspaper or something of that 

kind. He quoted that. It is about as impartial as my hon. friend was 

in the first two or three weeks of this teachers.- strike, when every 

morning I turned on the radio on these~open lines: I heard his voice 

coming out appealing to the Government. He, the political spokesman 

for a party in Newfoundland.appealing to the Government, not to make this 

a political issue. 'I urge the Government not to make it. It would be 

tragic for the Government, if it became a political issue.• He, a political 

•pokesman and a.,known opponent of the Government? day after day making that 

statement there that we not make it a political issue. There is a word 

for that, too, Mr. Chairman, and the simple word for it - I am not 

going to try to cover it up at all. The simple word or the simple matter 

is sheer •••• 

MR.. HICKMAN: Hyprocisy. 

MR.. ROWE (F. w·.): Sheer hyprocisy. 

MR.. CROSBIE: Right. The Govern11ent made it a political issue. 

MR.. ROWE (F.W.): The hon. gentleman made another interesting statement 

here. ae said; the Government try,to hide behind the boards in the matter of 

building schools and hide behind the churches and so on. Then he said that 
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when the schools are built, the Govemment move in. "Government officials• 

are his exact words. I wrote them down. •The Government officials,µ 

meaning, I presume, ministers,seeing that I have ~ot heard of many 

officials doing it, the Government ministers move in (to use his words) 

to cut the ribbons. 

MR. CROSBIE: Right. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): My hon. friend knows as well as I do that no Government 

official, as he called it, and no minister can ever move in and cut 

the ribbon for any school in Newfoundland, because the Government do not 

build the schools. The Government do not operate the schools. The 

schools are not owned by the Government and any school I have ever 

opened and any school my hon. friend opened,and he has opened one or 

two of them,and any school that the Premier has opened,and he has opened 

dozens of them, has always been on the invitation of the heads of the 

churches concerned and no one else. If that is not a proof, positive, 

complete, then it is the churcbswho will - I went down to Port 

Union a few months ago, last Fal~ to participate in the opening of the 

Roman Catholic School there. Did I move in to cut the ribbon? Why 

did I go there? I went there because I had an official invitation from 

the Bishop of Grand Falls, under whose diocese that school came, inviting 

me to come along .to. participate with him. My hon. friend knows that 

as well as I do. 

MR.. HICKMAN: I have heard it made so often. "Nest year, we are 

going to build thirty schools." 

MR.ROWE (F.W.): Mr. Chairman, just one word with regard to 
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the teacher salary matter that has been raised by three or four hon. gentlemen 

over there who, among other things,said that I had gone out of my way to come 

out and browbeat and I think one of the expressions he used, he used a club 

or bludgeoned the teachers when they announced that they were going to seek 

a three year agreement. Mr. Chairman, I have all these documents here,they 

are public doc11111ents. I state onee more that I came out and annonnced and 

repeated and reaffirmed Government policy. Not changed ib one wit or tittle 

from that which had been expressed by the Government's letter which I signed 

on behalf of the Government and which was sent to all the churches in New

foundland.when they came to us to ask our views on the matter. 

Because we had some fear at the time,when it was announced that the 

teachers were going back,there was some fear that some teachers would think 

that they had been called back,induced to go back under false pretences-it 

vu because of that., that I and the Government deemed it absolutely imperative 

that we come out and immediately make our statement 7 our position clear>and 

we did so, merely by reaffirming what had..:.been said in letters to the N.T.A. 

and in our letter to the Denominational Educational Committee. 

Somebody described us, one columnist writing about this , said that Rowe 

had gotten vindictive on the end of it. How stupid can anyone get. I was 

speaking for the Government and when you come out and reaffirm a position 

which the Government had taken nearly two months before you are not becoming 

vindictive about it you are simply repeating and reiterating what you had 

•aid before. Not a matter of malice or vindictiveness,it is a matter of making 

absolutely clear, sure, absolutely sure,that the teachers of Newfoundland 

knew what the Government's position was. They know what that position is and, 

rightly or wrongly,we are prepared to stand by it. 

There are so many other matters I could deal with here. My hon. friend 

even referred to a _specific matter in connection with our recreational programme. 

The recreational centre at St. Lawrence in the Twn. of St. Lawrence, he accused 
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me by implication and the Government of resorting to a little bit of deceit.on 

this thing. Resorting to a bit of deceit because we had given the impression, 

he said,that if we were going to build it - and we had not by the way - when 

he knew that it was the company down there who were going to build it. Mr. 

Speaker, if my hon. friend is going to comment on public statements I make I 

hope he would do me the favour of at least reading them,at least keeping them 

before him. 1 have the public statement that 1 made. 1 know what that statement 

was. That statement is,.the same one which the Hon. the Premier made in respect 

of Wabush, which I made in respect of Springdale and Lewisporte and then of 

St. Lawrence and which I hope to make in the weeks ~to oome in respect of 

eight or ten or a dozen other communities or collection of communities in this 

Province. 

That statement was simply an elaboration of what 1 said at the Development 

Conference. "That we intended to embark on a programme of capital aid in 

respect of recreational and sports facilities in this Province," This is not 

new,incidentally. Thia is,to hear the hon. gentleman on the other side, one 

would get the impression that we had promised such a programme for the last 

twenty years and that we had reneged on it every time • . The fact of the matter 

is,Mr. Chairman, that there are I believe it is thirteen stadiums or stadia, 

or whatever you are going to call it, in the Province of Newfoundland.which 

would not be there but for the help and the assistance and the co-operation 

and the financial obligations that the Government of Newfoundland assumed. 

There was an interregnum. There was a period when we said we have this 

progra111111e but we are going to suspend it ... as simple as that. We were not 

alon~ in that. I repeated here before and I say it again,every Province in 

Canada had to do the same thing, Of course,we are accused of making up 

phoney excuses. There was no such thing , as tight money. The City of New 

York did not have to restrict this educational or recreational programme, 

did it? The State of California, the wealthiest state in the United States 
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did not have to do it either. The fact of the matter is that we did it. Now 

we are beginning again with another programme and that programme - it has 

been misrepresented right here today - in respect of St. Lawrence for example -

what we have done is simply to tell them, tell them that we approve in principle 

and1 assuming that the money is voted by this House here,and we have no reason 

to think that it will not be, we approve in principle their plan,the Town of 

St. Lawrence,to build a stadium,and we will give to them seventy-five per cent 
I 

of the cost of that stadium,up to a total, up to a gross of $200,000, !fit 

goes over that,then it is their responsibility. 

Haw where they get their share of the money is their own business. If the 

company wants to give it to them and if the company wants to finance it and 

build it that is all right, I understand that that is what is going to be done. 

Just as I understand 7in the case of Springdale,they will get help from the 

Mining Company. In the case of Wabush they will get hel~ from the Mining 

Company. The Town of Lewisporte gets it help from other ways.and so on. 

But we will give seventy-five per cent - this is what l said at the Development 

Conference - seventy-five per cent of the cost,over a five year period,in five 

equal annual installments. ihat is what I said in respect of St. Lawrence. 

That is what we are going to do, assuming again this House votes the money. 

We have approved it in principl~ as part of Govemment policy. 

I want to congratulate the Hon. member for Gander because of all the 

speeches that were given here on the matter of Education,! believe that his -

I do not like being too invidious, I believe his was the most . s~ncere of the 

lot. I agree with most of the points that he made there, I am not going to 

deal::with them in any detail. He advocated for h:f,s district, he has every 

right to do that. If there is a community college established7 there are 

a series of them in Newfoundland, c:,ne of them should go in Gander, That 

is his business and I would say his responsibility,as a 11!2fflber,to do that.' 

to advocate that. Nobody is going to quarrel with him on that. I would say 
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on the matter of community colleges, I would say this,that a programme - to 

embark on a programme of community colleges would be a very serious matter, 

a very serious matter. Before it is done it should be examined and all its 

implications, V~ry few, very few parts of Canada~that I am aware of,have felt 

that they can get into,at this point, a programme of community colleges. I 

would not say either at this point that our University has reached the size 

where community colleges become imperative. I would not say that, I do not 

think that a full-time student population of 7000 is a point where we should 

get into the business of building community colleges. I do not know what the 

most desirable point is 1but I would say that certainly we should not embark 

actively on such a programme. I am not saying that we should not look into 

the possibility of it,but we should not begin such a programme until such time 

as the University has reached at least a population of perhaps eleven or twelve 

thousand. 

Not that I would not like to see Junior Colleges established in Newfound

land,including them in my own district and certainly one on the West Coast and 

perhaps eventually one in Labrador too, ~ut, because I know something of the 

financial and other implications that are involved when we get into this matter 

of Junior Colleges. 

The Hon. member for Fortune Bay had some comments on education too 1 

most of them were critical. Ail I listened to him I wondered two things. I 

wondered frankly how come he could ever tolerate this Government,for several 

years he was over here on this side _of the House, when every thinJ that we 

did,apparently,was wrong. How come he could have stomached us at all while 

he was here? The other question in my mind was; ·why was it that he wanted 

to stay on in the Government if it was so bad as he has made it out to be?" 

Be talks about Transportation and he deplores the overlappin~ there is in our 

transportation programme in Newfoundland, School Transportation Services. 

He deplores it. Be is like somebody Bepioring the abuses in able-bodied relief. 

422 



March 30 1971 Tape 101 page 5. 

How many times have we heard this happen? 
4

Hundreds, thousands of our Newfound-

landers are too lazy to work, they are on relief. Should be stuck in jail or 

they should be booted out, they should be starved to death, or something.N But 

nobody ever comes along and pinpoints them and says: "John Brown,living in 

Twillingate,and Fred Smith,living in Bonne Bay,is getting relief today and is 

not entitled to it." Now, 1 challenge my hon. friend. He has stated here 
'f1,t 

that there is serious and grievous overlapping in.transportation system. He 

obviously must know about this. Be must have some accurate information,some 

definite information. Lf he does that~l challenge him to produce it. Either 

to give it to me as the -Minister of Education or produce it in this Rouse. I 

would like to have it, I would like to have it. 

1 would like for him to tell the boards and the churches concerned that 

there is serious overlapping,here,is a criminal waste of public money here, 

there and there and somewhere else. Name them, instead of getting up and 

making these anonymous charges. · I am accused of, in a sense, of making charges 

against school boards because I referred to, not what I thought myself,to the 

fact that I have received and every member in this House has received letters 

from constituents alleging that some school boards have been extravagant. I 

happen to refer to it incidentally. Incidentally, in answer to a question. 

at the Development Conference. Because of that I have been accused of casttgat~ng 

the Sa.hool Boards of Newfoundland. 
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operating bus services unnecessarily. What is he doing? Especially. 
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when he makes that charge anonymously, I suggest to him. if he is sincere 

on this matter, produce the evidence and let it•be gone into. Give it to 

the boards, give it to the churches, give it to us in the Department of 

Education. 

Then the same hon. gentleman,in referring to my statement over here 

at the Arts and Culture, he refers to it as the most, he said it. the most 

despicable statement ever made. And he said~"the man who said it, should 

hang his head in shame.'' And he also said~ "it is completely political." 

The statement that he is referring to is the same statement that I made 

in respect of the capital cost of financing schools in Newfoundland. 

Incidentally, he is all wrong on his figures. Wherever he got the idea 

that we would have to buy the shools, and t~is.is the implication that, 

if we took it over1 we would have to buy the school~.That is the only implication 

I could gather. The fact of the matter is that,if we took it over, what 

ve would have to do is simply to find that share of the money that the 

boards are compelled to find now, wbich,by law.is ten percent, but which 

in practice is often more than ten percent. Sometimes, as much as thirty, 

forty and even fifty percent. But, if it were fifty percent that the boards 

were finding,and they are not. but, even U it were. I know what the boards 

are collecting right this year in school tax.-.assessment. But, even if it 

were fifty percent, then the total cost could only be,in any one year, 

$12 million or $13 million a year.on an average. That is all it could be. 

Why he is frightened to death over that, and why this statement that I made, 

Mr. Chairman, why this statement that we are now coming to the conclusion 

that.f_n anyway.without infringing on the Constitutional Rights of the churches 

in .education matters, we should examine, we should examine the possibility 

of having the Government assume the full capital Eost of building and 
i'r 

equipping schools. Why,.is,that should .be termed the most despicable 

statement ever made~that, "the minister should hang his head in shame, that 

it is completely politically," is beyond me. I must confess it is completely 
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MR. ROWE, F.W: beyond my comprehension. I thought I knew a fair amount 

about education in Newfoundland, but it is obvious that ; I do not know 

enough. I would not for one minute suggest that the statementsthe hon. 

gentleman made here this afternoon was political. They were not politically 

motivated, of course. 

There is just one final point I hope, Mr. Chairman, the member for St. 

John's East Extern here 1he came up with what to me was the surprising 

recommendation, surprising suggestion, he suggests in effect that, the 

Government of Newfoundland should take over one hundred percent responsibility 

for transporting all children to school.irrespective of where they live. 

Now this would be a very desirable thing~vell most of us have children or 

grandchildren going to school. Most of us have to pay for it. Most of our 

children do not live within a_!w minutes walk.of the schools. We either 

have to put them in buses or we take them their ourselves or we have to 

arrange with neighbours or friends or somebody to do it. But he recommends 

that.instead of our present policy, and our present policy is to take 

children to central schools.who live more than a mile from that school.in 

different communities, , ~o - take them free of cost-that is what we hope to 

do. Right now we are paying seventy-five percent and ninety percent of the 

cost for our two programmes. In September we plan to take on a hundred 

percent responsibility. But he is asking us to take on the responsibility 

for taking every child to school and home. Now this would be a very nice 

thing to do. ~ the only think that I can say is that, no city, no province 

of Canada, no city in the United States, and no state in the United States 

considers itself wealthy enough to do that. Not one. In respect of Labrador, 

for example, that my hon. friend, who.I am sure without any political 

motive in mind,just raise Labrador West. 

Last year thejl'remier and I ,we investigated, we interrograted. I met 

with my nine colleagues, who were ministers of education,on several occasions~ 

and at my re~uest the matter was raised and I got information there from 

them and from their officials for every province of Canada and for the 
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MR. ROWE, F.W: territories, as well in the Yukon and the Northwest. There 

is not one part of Canada doing what the member for Labrador West asked us 

to do for the people in Labrador West. How could we do that? !q~~ simply, 

on the grounds of thirty or forty below zero, thirty or forty degrees in 

White Horse, lt is thrity and forty degrees below zero in Edmonton and 

Calgary, and they do not do that • .And it is thirty or forty,for that, 

matter below in Buchans. And the weather is hazardous. The price, the 

price·that we have to incur for travelling in Newfoundland,under our 

climatic conditions 7is risk, the price of movement is risk.. for that matter, 

you cannot get into the bathtub without running the risk that you are going 

to break your skull open. People do break their skulls opened every year 

from falling in a bathtub. The trouble is,we do not stop bathing because 

of that. People,we know.py the law of averages,that people are goinr to 

be killed out here on Elizabeth Avenue, we do not stop driving because 

of that. Perhaps, we should, I do not know. I merely stated a fact. 

We do not stop. We do not do that. We do not stop driving on our highways 

because we know that on an average,between now and next week this time, 

there will be two or three people killed • .And so to argue that we should~ 

because it is hazardous going back and forthhto school, that we in Newfoundland 

should do something that no province, no city in Canada has done, no country 

in the world,that I have heard of~has ever done to argue that is,well I do 

not think that it can be taken seriously surely. 

I resent, Mr. Chairman, the implications that have been ~iven here 

that we have asked the hon. gentleman for St. John's West-to go back to 

him for a moment~got on T.V. the other night and he said, we are asked to 

vote $100 million without any explanation. I do not think that is fair to 

hon. members in this House.to say that at a time when most of the ministers 

have not had a chance anyway to give any explanation or to refuse to give 

any explanation. I surely have nothing to hide in this matter of the 

education vote here, we are asking for $26 million. It is not,I made it clear 
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this morning, approximately one-quarter of all what we had 
f 

For Mother's Allowances is three-tenths. And in respect to book supplies 

it may be as much as fifty percent. And in other of thes~ grant as well. 

I do not know what proportion it is, it is what the Department of Finance 

and the officials of the Department of Education think. I did not put in 

one figure on paper. I did not make any recommendation on it. This is 

what I am advised, and what I in tum advise my colleagues that we need 

over t,he period for the next two or three months and there is nothing to 

be ashamed about it. There is nothing to hide about it. We are not asking 

you to give us a blank cheque. You know very well, Mr. Chairman, everybody 

on that side of the House knows very well we got to pay the teachers. And 

we are going to pay the teachers. And the money that is voted by this 

House for teachers is going to be spent for that and nothing else. It is 

not going to be spent in Come-by-Chance. It is not going to be spent in 

Stephenville. It has got to be spent for teachers salaries and money that 

is voted here for grants, .for operational grants, for boards of education 

have to be spent for that and nothing else. No matter how much is voted 

heTe, if you voted $1700 .million here tonight for operational grants 

for boards, we can only spend that money for grants to boards and in no 

other way. So you are not giving us any blank cheque. You know what the 

rates are. Everybody in this House knows what the rates are. You should 

know if you are going to debate it. And everybody knows roughly what the 

salaries are,and these amounts that we have asked for here are reasonable 

rational amounts designed to meet the cost of education in Newfoundland for 

the next two or three months. And I move that they be adopted. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman before 
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the vote is carried, presumably it is going to be carried. I have to say 

this about the hon. gentleman who just sat down; He is the first Minister 

who has attempted to explain or defend the request that he is making before 

the House and for that he deserves credit and I think he made a very good 

job at something that really is very difficult to defend. 

Mr. Chairman, the Minister says that I was outside the House the 

other day,saying that the Government had asked for $100. million dollars 

without any explanations. That is exactly what the Government has done, 

until the Minister got up to speak about three quarters of an hour ago, 

because the Minister is the first one, number one to give us a proper 

breakdown of what the $26. million was1 he was asking for,and number two 

to try to answer any questions or explain any points that were raised in the 

Rouse. This debate, Mr. Chairman, has only gone on one hour last Thursday 

afternoon, about one hour and a-half Friday afternoon, two and one-half 

hours yesterday afternoon and today and we are on Department number 5,so 

it bas taken the Opposition three days to get one Minister who will attempt 

to give the House any proper explanation at all of what the money is to be 

spent on. So until now there has been no explanation and we can only hope 

that the fifteen Ministers that follow,,or at least fifteen headings that 

follow.that we will get some information out of those Ministers to•. 

The hon. Minister,unfortunately,surrounds himself,as this topic 

is so often surrounded, Mr. Chairman, in hypocrisy. This business about 

the churches and education here in Newfoundland, the churches are used 

for nothing but whipping boys by this Government,in relation to education 

in Newfoundland. Everything that is good that happens in education it is 

the Government, everything that comes up that presents difficulties or 

questions or causes a crisis it is the churches own the schools, suddenly 

they own the school. When school taxes are talked about or school fees it 

is the churches own the schools, it is the school boards who collect it. 

The Premier the other day attempts to pin the responsibility for a tax 

system,that the Government might institute for school t~xes,on the churches 

and says that,if the churches agree to our instituting some new kind of 
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school tax we will pay one hundred per-cent of the cost to the schools, 

what a rotten position to take, The Government should have enough decency 

and respon•ibility to say, ''We have made a decision that from now on public 

funds will create and construct and pay for one hundred per-cent of 

educational facilities, we take the responsibility, The only way we can 

do it is so and so, we will eliminate school fees and taxes, we have another 

education tax we are bringing in to pay these costs and it is our 

responsibility and we are not going to try to hide behind the R.C. Church 

and the Anglican Church and the United Church and the Pentencostal Church 

and the Salvation Army." Not be trying to confuse the public and hide 

behind 1as we have heard in the House time after time, session after session, 

this hiding behind the churches,when there is something difficult that 

faces the Govemment,and then claiming all of the credit otherwise. We 

are sick of that. 

School bus, the Minister says no city in the United States is 

wealthy enough, no state in the United States is wealthy enough, not one 

part of Canada is wealthy enough to have school buses operating and taking 

pupils to school who are in excess of one mile away from the school. Is 

that supposed to sound convincing to us,when we see a Development Conference, 

that no city in the United States, that no state in the United States, 

that no Province in Canada, that no country in the world would put on such 

a performance as that Development Conference,where there was hundreds and 

millions and billions that the Government was going to spend? N.ow 

the hon. Minister asks us to believe that there is not enough money to 

pick up school children and drive them around Labrador City and Wabush. 

It will not wash. You cannot have it all one way or the other. You must 

either be honest with the public and with people and give them the facts 

or pretend 7as the Development Conference pretend,.ed,that there is all kinds 

of money for everything, that tight money has disappeared, it is elastic 

money now it will stretch anywhere this election year. We are not going 

to believe both stories. 

Now if the Government has its hundreds and millions of dollars,! 
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say provide school bus transportation for them all and do not give us this 
I 

pitiful junk that no city in the United States can do it or no state. ,:tie 

Government can do it because the Government,according to i~ has the money 

to do everything that anyone could possibly want done in this Province. 

Hypocrisy, we are sick of it. 

Recreation progra11111e, the Government instituted a recreation 

progranme policy in the fall of 1967.as a vote catcher,knowing it had no 

money to pay for the programme and,from 1967 arid 1968 and 1969 and 1970 

pleaded tight money~and that is why one dollar used to appear in the 

estimates. Election dodge and,now that the election is coming this year 

and cannot be avoided any longe~ the Government is going to provide some 

money for that recreation programme. Where will that recreation programme 

be next year,when the burden of what we borrowed this year and the previous 

four or five years catches up with us, the $60Q. million that has been 

borrowed during that period of tight money! Recreation programme, an 

hypocrisy. The whole atmosphere is full of it and stinks with it. 

Mothers' allowances, ·y.es I voted against those two years ago on 

the very grounds of hypocrisy and now I say. this,that if that is a valuable 

programme and if the Government has the money make this worthwhile,not 

this little sop of a dollar fifty a month, if the Government has the 

money that it pretends to have,why increase the mothers' allowance fifty 

cents a month per child, $5.00 a year per child? What is that going to 

cover for her? That will not cover school fees or school taxes. If the 

Government has the kind of money it says it has, if the Government is so 

humanitarian as it says it is, if its hearts is bleading for the thousands 

of mothers around Newfoundland that need things for their children to go 

to school,increase it a lot more, put it up to $5.00 per child per month 

or $10.00 per child per month and make it a decent social welfare programme. 

If tight money is gone,let us do it. 

When the Government introduced fee tuition and salaries at Memorial 

in 1965 and 1966,it was proud to point out, ''No state in the United States 

has done this, no city in the United States has done it, no Province in 
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MR. CROSBIE: 

Canada has done it but this Government is doing it." It was proud to make 

that comparison. Now the Minister gets up and makes the other comparison, 

"We cannot have school buses driving all within cities and towns and 

villages because no state in:,the United States has done it, no,·.city.,and 

ao on." You cannot have it both ways. Be pioneers. We were pioneers in 

the field of student salaries and free tuition,why not pioneer now in the 

field of school buses for everyone or at least in Labrador, at least in 

areas where the temperature goes thirty or forty below zero,do it1 

Do not give us that sob story that no other city, state or 

Government does it. That has never stopped this Government before, this 

bold, venturesome Government that has introduced so many revolutionary 

programmes. That does not impress us. "Me thinks he doth protest too much," 

the hon. Minister,in his reply to the points raised today. Why would the 

Minister say at a Development Conference in January and February, ''We are 

going to conduct an.investigation and possibly take over all the construction 

aspect~· of schools," when, as he says in his later statement, a couple of 

weeks later,when he says it may take two years to look into it? This 

matter which would call for . a very comprehensive inquiry which in all 

probability would take a year or more and that even
1
if the Government and 

churches reached full agreement on it, it would undoubte~ly require a 

considerable additional period to implement. Dr. Rowe said it would 

undoubtedly take two or more years before the final steps could be taken .. 
and,when the hon. Minister is asked today, ''Who is conducting the inquiey, 

who is making this very comprehensive inquiry!" ve are laughed at, some

thing to do with langqage. But if the inquiry is underway somebody, who. 

is inquiring? The Minister is inquiring. Well, the Minister has been 

Minister for two or three years, the Government promised in 1966 and 1967 

that school fees and school assessments were being done away with, i,t has 

had five years since then to inquire. 

I thought that perhaps the Government was appointing somebody to 

make the ~nquiry and to make a report but not according to the Minister. 

No, this enquiry is just under way by the process of osmosis. Someone is 
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seeping around the Department of Education inquiring into this,apparently 

nobody that the Minister can name and tell us. It is not serious, it is 

just designed to try to make it clear to the public that all schools are 

going to be built without their paying anything. 

Grants from Ottawa, the Minister explains the five vocational 

schools. Re has not answered the Leader of the Opposition's question, 

"Are these five schools at Bonavista, Placentia, Springdale, St. Anthony 

and Baie Verte... nze tenders being called for the schools .Jthe Leader 

wanted _to know,or is it true that all five schools are being built by some 

company who has been given the contractt The Minister has not bothered 

to answer that. He said that there was $8.5 million came from Ottawa 

yesterday and $4. million more to come next year. It is still public funds. 

Me has not answered the hon. Leader's question on that. I ask him a question 

about the, not about those schools, about Atlantic Design Homes,who the 

Premier announced,on November 3rd, 1970,were being given an order for thirty

two portable classrooms, the trades college and the eleven vocational schools. 

I ask who was paying for that. At that time the Premier said, "It is the 

Province's hope that Ottawa will pay fifty per-cent of that." The Minister 

has not answered that. Did the hope come true or did it not come true? 

We asked,did Atlantic Romes get it,after tendvrs were called or did 

Atlantic Homes just get an order? No answer to that, 
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an important little item. We do not want to carry fducation too 

far, although I do not believe that two ~ours this morning and three 

this afternoon on 1:-ducation is too much by any means. So, I •• 

MR. MURPHY: $5 million an hour. 

MR. CROSBIE: Oh, $5 million an hour,is it? 

I think that we can justify an hour on every $5 million that the 

Government ask for in this Committee of Supply, which means that we got 

a good few more hours to go yet • . So, I would just like to say this, 

Mr. Chairman: The minister has certainly done the best job of any minister 

yet to give us information. But when he made his speech, he protested 

too much. There are still a lot of other things on: Education,that need 

a lot more clarification than they are getting from this Government. 

What they really need is an honest approach to our problems in education, 

I 
with an end to the hypocriti~talk about the churches and who owns the 

schools and who do not. If we are to pay in the future a hundred per cent, 

the public is to pay one hundred per cent for the operation for schools, 

for the life of me, I do not know how the problem is going to be overcome 

of allowing them to be owned by private denominations or groups. 

The minister has not even attempted to answer t~~t problem. So, 

I hope that the other ministers will do, at least, as well as the 

hon. Minister of Education. But that is still not good enough. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. ·chairman, I listened with tremendous interest to the 

speech of my honoured colleague, the Minister of Education. I listen 

always to him with tremendous personal interest; especially, when he talks 

about education, about which he knows more, I think, in Newfoundland than 

all the rest of the membership of the House put together. He is the historian 

of education in Newfoundland. He is the one author, the one person in our history 

who has written the complete history of education. He has practiced education 
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aa a teacher, He was the principal cf the largest school in Newfoundland. 

ijp to that moment that he became principal, he was a school inspector. 

He has been Minister of Education longer than any man in the history of 

Newfoundland, Be knows more about the subject than all the rest of us 

put together, So, I listened with immense interest and pleasure to his 

speech, 

I wonder what the result would be if ever minister, in all these 

departmentsi Finance, Provincial Affairs, Education and Youth (We are still 

in Education and Youth) Justice, Mines, Agriculture and Resources, Public 

Works, Health, Social Services and Rehabilitation, Liquor Commission, 

Municipal Affairs and Housing, Fisheries, Economic Development, Labour, 

Highways, Supply and Services, Labrador Affairs, Community and Social Development, 

were, all of them or all of us were to do what my colleague has done. Begin 

the presentation of the request for Interim Supply, something on account, 

with a speech outlining what this money is for and then
7
having heard the debate 

from all over the House, get up and speak for three-quarters of an hour or 

an hour. If the Minister of Education required three-quarters of an 

hour, I am sure that the Minisrer of Mines, Agriculture and Resources, a far more 

diversified department, and other ministers would need very much more, 

each of them,than three-quarters of an hour, I wonder how long the House, the 

collllllittee,would be debating the Government's request for something on account? 

I wonder would it be three weeks, two weeks, three weeks of debate on 

Interim Supply - Interim Supply, something on account, a cash advance! Well, 

if it took two weeks or three weeks, •• 

MR. MURPHY: 

to Item (6)? 

Ia the Premier~iving us a general speech now or Ls he referring 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, this might be a useful th~ng to do, a very useful 

434 

i 
I· 

l 



March 30th., 1971 Tape no. 104 Page 3 

Kr. Smallwood. 

thing to do, a very useful thing to do. But, I cannot help remembering 

that in two or three or four weeks from now, anything from two to four 

weeks or five weeks from now, the Minister of Education will have to 

be on his feet again answering questions not only with regard to the 

$25 million or the $27 million, but $120 millions, including this 

$25 million or $26 million. Ever question that has been asked here 

today on the Department of Education and this $25 million, every 

observation made will be made again. 

HR. MURPHY: So what! 

HR. SMALLWOOD: Will be made again,so that we will have two entirely 

different debates on the same thing. Remember, Mr. Chairman, if the 

committee votes this $26 million or $27 million for education.this does 

not mean that, if you take $27 million from $120 million ( Let us assume 

that the estimates for Education will be $120 million) would leave $93 

million. But, sir, it will not be $93 million thafwill be brought here 

in the estimates. It will be $120 million. In other words, it will 

be $93 million and this same $27 million. All of this will be open for 

debate for questioning and answering. If it takes a couple of weeks, let 

us say, to do Interim Supply, how long will it take to do Supply, full 

Supply, the whole estimates? That is why I hope that, although the Ministe~ 

of Education,felt under terrific human pressure, hearing what he conceived 

to be misrepresentation of the Government's position and his position, 

hearing that endlessly repeated here today, he iit under irresistable impulse 

to answer these accusations now. 

HR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order. I was told to sit down 

this evening and could not finish my speech. Now, the hon. the Premier, I am 
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sure he means well 1but do not the rules apply to both sides? The 

Premier is not on this particular item. He is all over the place, 

He is talking about the speech the hon. Minister of Education made, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think what we are hearing now is in order. All hon. 

members who have spoken so far have raised the point of having received 

no explanation and having been asked to vote $100 million, without 

adequate explanations,and so on, I thought the hon. the Prtmier was getting 

a little bit far away there a short while ago, but I do not see any 

objection to it now. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, the information was provided by the Minister 

of Education. I am not quarrelling with what the Premier is saying. 

What I am quarrelling with, sir, is that I was not permitted to finish 

mine. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Actually, the rules of debate, do not mean that one 

member cannot say what another member has already said. In other words, 

if one member says something, every member of the House can say the same 

thing, If they do not mind repeating what other members have said, there 

is nothing wrong with that. 

MR. HICKEY: I agree, but I did not say ... anything •.. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Hr. Chairman 
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MR. SMALLWOD (J. R.) : Mr. Chairman, the point I am making, and in doing 

it I am replying to a point already made on the other side of the House, 

1 am now rebutting, and I hope that an hon. member of this House,if he has 

been elected to the House to represent the constituents and has taken the 

oath, and is a fully qualified meJDber of the House, has the right,within the 

rules,to make a speech and has the right· to rebutt the speech of annther 

hon. member, aud that is what I am doing at the moment. 

What I am saying is, that throughout the world,when a Governmnt 

wants money,in the democratic system.at any rate, and certainly in the British 

Parliamentary system, when a Goyernment wants money, in other words, when 

the Queen wants money,Ber Ministers come to the elected representatives of all 

the peopl~, to the House of Assembly, or the House of Commons, or whatever it 

may be called, and request money for the Queen. That is what the Governor 

meant when he said i ''You will be asked to grant supply unto Her Majesty." 

Ber Majesty's Ministers are asking the House to grant supply, but it is not 

supply, that is not happening yet. The Governor ~as not asked this House yet 

or this committee for supply. This will be done when the budget is made, 

brought down here and the estimates are brought down. That is a document an 

inch thick, with thousands of items in it. At that stage, the members of this 

House,on either side, not just the Opposition, any member of the House has the 

right to ask of the ministers whatever information comes in their minds to ask. 

It is the duty of the ministers to answer. 

What will turn out to be what? I have not seen the budget, but I 

would imagine it would be $400 million we would be asking the committee to 

vote. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, 

MR. SMALLW0D: Is this a point of order? 

MR. MURPHY: This is a poin11 of order. Mr. Chairman, are we receiving a 

lecture on how to deal with the budget and estimates? I think we are dealing 

with paragraph (6). The Premier is roaming now and talking about the budget 

and how thick it will be. I think we all know how thick it will be when we 
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receive it. I do not think there ia anything relevant to this topic we are 

discussing in this vote for fducation. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: The Chair is in a eituation,where the Chair has permitted all 

hon. members to speak to exactly the same point as the hon. the Premier is 

addressing himself to now. I think everybody in the House has heard this 

same argument being used not once_ but several times during this debate. Since 

having permitted hon. members to proceed on that basis, I have no alternative 
,ff? 

but to allow the hon. Premier4 proceed. 

MR.. MURPHY: But Mr. Chairman, the hon. Premier baa yet to mention the vote 

for mothers' allowances or anything else. He is just up now, lecturing the 

House on the budget, how big it is going to be and what we do. We are all 

aware of that, what happens when the budget comes down, we will discuss it. 

How thick it is,we can all judge ourselves whe~her it is as thick as that or 

that or this. You know, I think it is entirely irrelevant to this number (6) 

Sir. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: With due respect Mr. Chairman, your making a ruling, is it of 

any use? 

MR. CHAIRMAN:, The ruling I have made ia that I have seen nothing out of 

order with what has been said. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: I am rebutting, that is wh~t I am doing. I am rebutting or 

trying to • -.• ebutt, eome of the arguments on the other side. 

AN HON. !mmER: (Inaudible) 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: Well the hon. gentleman is a fine hon. gentleman. The less 

he says,aometimes, the less trouble he will get into. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

ask leave to sit again? 

Shall the committee rise, report progress and 

Hr~ Speaker returns to the Chair: 

MR.. CHAIR.MAN: Mr. Speaker, the committee of the whole considered the matters 

to them referred. report ~roaress and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion, report adopted, co•ttee ordered to sit again 

presently. 

It being now six o'clock I do leave the Chair until 8:00 p.m. 
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MR. A. J. MURPHY (LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION): 

PK - 1 

Mr. Speaker, if I may at 

this time,I would like to address a question to the hon. the Premier, in 

reference to a statement by the hon. Arthur Laing this afternoon in 

the House of Commons. I wonder would the Premier have anything te add to it 

re:the Come-by-Chance wharf. 

HON. J, R. SMALLWOOD: (PREMIER) : If I have the permission·. of the 1-'.ouse 

Your Honour I would say that the Government of this Province have not been 

asked to guarantee the payment or to make the payment of the cost of the 

wharf.or the repayment. And that we have no intention of doing it, We have 

not been asked to do it. 

1 I say now, carefully, with my words carefully chosen, the Government of 

this Province have not been asked to pay or repay the cost of the wharf at 

c~me-by-Chance, as I have said repeatedly, and we are not doin~ it, 

MR. J.C. CROSBIE: A supplemenbary question, has Provincial Building Company, 

Limited or Provincial Refining Company 1Limited or any of the Newfcundland 

Crown Corporations involved~been asked to repay the cost of the wharf or 

guarantee a repayment to the Government of Canada? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The wharf will cost something of the order of $16 million, 

-maybe $17 million. The r..overnment of Canada have put a ceiling of $20 

million on it, and if it costs more than $20 million,they will not pay 

anything above that figure. But, the estimated figure . is $16 million or 

$17 million,with a ceilin~ of $20 million on it. It will be paid by top 

wharfa~e and side wharfage~over a period of years 1by the users of the 

wharf, which is a normal procedure, 

MR. CROSBIE: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Can the Pre"l':ier tell 

the House why Mr. Arthur Lainp., the Minister of Public Hor~s of CE,nada • 

has made a statement in the ParliSl'lent of Canada that the Govemme.nt of 

Newfoundland has been requested to guarantee repayment _of the cost of the 

wharf, either the Government of Newfoundland or the companies that are 

J!Oing to be involved in the project at Come-by-Chance? Phy would he make 

that statment, if it were not so? 
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MR. S~ALLWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I do not know,if he said it. God may, and thoae 

in the House of Commons who were presen~no doubt, if they happened to Se 

listening,would know what he said. And if not, those who read today's 

Hansard of the proceedings of the House today will undoubtedly know. 

·But, I was not present, and I did not hear him. I do not know what he 

. •~~d nor why he said it, 

On motion that the House go into Committee of the Whole on Interim 

S~ply, Mr. Speaker ~eft the Chair. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, pursuant to Standing Order 50, I hereby move 

that further consideration of ~solutions, clauses, preambles, schedules, 

heads of expenditure, or titles in relation to Interim Supply shall not 

be further postponed, 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman on that Resolution. 

MR. CAHIR.M.AN: No debate on this 

MR. CROSBIE: Well on a point of order on this kesolution, I realize, 

Mr.Chairman,that this closure Resolution cannot be debated under Standing 

Order 50. The Resolution,as I understand it, Mr. Chairman,_ is foe closure 

that, from henceforth in this debate that each member is limited ·:o twenty 

minutes debate on each topic that comes before the House. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CROSBIE: I am coming to my point of order, I do not need the Premier's 

help. I can come to it myself, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am going to submit to you that this motion is 

out of order in the circUT!IStances that it is presented to the Houoe,and 

that it should be ruled invalid. I refer to Beauchesne, Parliamentary 

Rules and Forms, Fourth Edition 1958, page 139. Section 167. St~nding 

Order 33 which,is the closure rule,that is, the Rule in the House of 

Commons of Canada,si~ilar to our rule, does not exempt from raiaing the 

points of order. There is not in it a single word denying a member's riF,ht 

to call the attention of the Speaker or Chairman to any irre,.ularly which 

might sprin~ up in the course of its operation.· And the next page 140, 
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MR. CROSRIE: ''the phraselogy of Standing Order 33 shows that closure 

was imposed on the House of Commons as a check on protracted disrussiona. 

It provides that a minister.who has previously given notice of his intention, 

may move that the debate shall not be further adjourned or in eorrmittee 

of the Whole that further consideration of Resolutions, clauses or preambles 

or title shall not be further postponed. And that one o'clock in the 

morning /that is in Ottawa, two o'clock under our rule~ "'these · __ . 

questions shall be decided forthwith." Then the learned author g~es on, 

note the emphases of the words"further" in this rule:'rf under this Standing 

Order the notice applies to several proposed resolutions, the whole of the 

sitting allowed for discussion may he engaged in only a part of t :,em and 

the remainder·have to be voted on without the House having them debated 

at all. The right of free debate is thereby abolished insofar as those 

proposed resolutions are concerned." 

"The House, therefore, should be charry in applyin~ closure to matters 

which have not been and may not be debated.•· 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the point of order nriw? 

·MR. CROSBIE: I am just coming to the next couple of sentences. Standing 

Order. 33 must be interpreted as meaning, that, "the House did not :.ntent 

to impose closure on any Bill or Motion that had not been previously 

discussed." The ending of protracted debate. not its abolishment, was the 

main reason why closure was established. In this situation, Mr. Chainnan, 

we are dealing with an interim supply bill, on which there has be~n no 

debate on items (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), 

(17), (18), (19) and (20). In other words, fourteen of the items still 

before the committee, addinp. up to approximately sixteen odd million 

dollars,have not been debated at all. I would submit to the Chair. to 

Your Honour, that the rule cannot apply because there has been no debate. 

The rule of closure .is invoked when there has been protracted discussion. 

There have been no discussions, protracted nor otherwise, on ite111S, 

Justice. Mines, A~riculture, Resources: Puhlic Works, Health, Social 

Services and Rehabilitation, Newfoundland Liquor Commiuion, Municip,.l 
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MR. CROSBIE: Affairs and Housing, Fisheries, Economic Development;, 

Labour, Highways, Supply and Services, Labrador Affairs, Community and 

Social Development. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, my submission is that closure cannot 

apply until these items have been discussed and then it applies to stop 

protracted discussion. There has been no discussion on these items, so 

how can we stop protracted discussion1 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What the hon. the member for St. John's West has said is 

quite correct, but, I think, his point of order arising out of a misunderstanding 

of what is now before the Committee. 

The Resolution before the Committee is; that it is expedient to introduce 

a measure to provide for the Granting,. to Her }'..ajesty For Defrayinr, Certain 

Expenses . Of The Public Services For The Financial Year Ended The '.llst. 

Day Of March,1972. The Initial Sum of $99.780,000. 

Now the practice in the House of Comnons is; that the Schedule is 

generally typ~d or affixed to the Resolution. The practice in th:~s House 

has always been to affix the, Schedule to the Bill itself. The.,matter 

before the COl!Ullittee now is the Resolution. We are referring to the Schedule 1 

as a matter of fact,to show how the money is made up. The Resolution, 

which will eventually be put to the Committee,wil~ be the Resolut~on. We 

are simply dealing now with the Schedules and they are really part of 

the Resolution. In other -~egislatures these Schedules would actually be 

attached to the Resolution itself. l think, the point is not wel: taken. 

MR. T. A.-HICKMAN: On another point of order, Mr. Chairman, and I would 

direct Your Honour's attention to Order SO, Rule SO of this House. It 

reads; "immediately before the Order of the Day for resuming an adjourned 

debate is called ,or if th": ,House be in Conunittee of the Whole, or of Supply, 

or of Ways and Means, any inister of the Crown,who, 

shall have given notice1 etc." 

I submit, 

standing in his place 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

Mr. Chairman, that you must read the first five lines of this orde~ together 

as one. What it means is this, at least I submit that this is a valid 

interpretation, that if the hon, the Premier or any Minister of the Crown 
"'-

wants to move clos_ure,then he has to do so immediately before Orders of 

the Day were called. It does not make any difference whether we a~e in 

Committee or whether it is an adjourned debate?the time to give th~ closure 

motion is immediately before the Orders •of the Day. Now Orders of the Day 

were called, we then moved into Committee and I submit, Mr. Chairm~n, that 

this motion is now completely out of order and cannot be dealt wit'.1 by the 

Chair. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I do not think the hon. member's point of order is~ good one 

because we do not have Orders of the Day in Committee and the section reads, 

"Immediately before the Order of . the Day for resuming an adjourned debate 

is called,or if the House be in Committee of the Whole,any Minister of the 

Crown may." So we do not have Orders of the Day in Committee and this 

section (50) specifically says that if the House is in Committee of the Whole. 

then any Minister of the Crown may rise and make the motion. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, that is not the point I am making,that the 

refinement or the qualification insofar as the House being in Conmittee of 

the Whole or of Supply simply means that,if instead of,say,the debate on 

the Address in Reply;this Rouse is dealing with estimates ,that no matter 

what is before the House, what business is before the House,that immediately 

before the Orders of the Day, so that when Mr. Speaker took his seat and 

called Orders of the Day,this was the time to give the motion,not after 

once we moved into Committee.-· I challange any hon. member of this House 

to find any precedent anywhere where a closure -order has been moved in 

Committee, successfuily moved in Co11111ittee. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I believe that there must be something wrong with the hon., 

member's reasoning because the situation is this,that each sitting of the 

Committee of the Whole is a separate sitting. The Committee sits and rises 

and reports and then that is the end of that particular sitting. We do 

not keep minutes and nothing is carried forward, we sit again as£ new item 
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of business. I feel that ·the rule here is quite clear. As I read it, 

it simply says: "If the House be in CoDDDittee of the Whole any Minister 

of the Crown who, standing in his place shall have given notice ••• " 

I think the Resolution _is in order, and I now propose to put the question. 

Those in favour please say "Aye!'. 

MR CROSBIE: Mr, Chairman, I wish to appeal the ruling. At this point, 

"Nay". ''Nay". We wish to appeal the ruling, We, us over here. \.le, 

w-e, 

MR MURPHY: Yes, absolutely. We are all with it on this. 

HON. MEMBER: Tories, 

HON, MEMBER: Dirty Liberals. 

MR HICKMAN: At least it is not synonymous with closure. 

MR. SPEAKER IN TIIE CHAIR: 

MR. NOEL: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole have directed me to 

present to Your Honour an appeal from a ruling of the Chairman •• In Committee 

of the Whole the hon. the Premier moved,pursuant to Standing Order 50, "I 

hereby move that further consideration of resolutions, clauses, preambles, 

schedules, heads of expenditure or titles in relation to Interim Supply 

shall not be further postponed." An hon. member raised a point of order 

to the effect that it was not in order for the Chairman of Committees to 

receive such a motion,as it ought to have been made,while Your Honour was 

in the Chair of the House. The Chairman of Committees ruled that it was 

in order for the Chairman of Committees to receive this resolution and an 

appeal was made to Your Honour from the Chairman's ruling. 

MR. SPEAKER: I may point out,before I put the motion,that the appeal is 

to the House and not to the Speaker, I do not think any further explanation 

is necessary, all members present are acquainted with the facts of the case 

and I therefore have to put -

MR. HICKMAN: On a point of order. Mr. Speaker, has the request of the 

Committee been put in writing,in accordance with the procedures ldd out 
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on page thirty-two of the Standing Orders? Does Mr. Speaker have hefore him? 

MR. SPEAKER: The motion before the House is that the ruling of the Chairman 

be sustained. All those in favour of the motion please say "Aye," Contr~!,Y 

''Nay'." It is my opinion that the "Ayes" have it. 

Let the House divide. Will all those in favour of the mot;~on that 

the Chairman's ruling be sustained please rise. 

The hon. the Premier, the hon. the President of the Council, the 

hon. Mr. Lewis, the hon. Minister of Highways, the hon. Minister of 

Municipal Affairs, Mr. Noel, Mr. Smallwood, the hon. the Minister ,,£ 

Labrador Affairs, Mr. Hodder, the hon. the Minister of Education and Youth, 

the hon. the Minister of Public Works, the hon. the Minister of Mines, .. 
Agriculture and Resources, the hon. the Minister of Couanunity and Social 

Development, the hon~ the Minister of Provincial Affairs, the hon. Minister 

of Social Services and Rehabilitation, Mr. Barbour, the hon. the Minister 

of Health, the hon. the Minister of Supply and Services, Mr. Lane, 

Mr. Moores, Mr~ Saunders, Mr. Wornell. 

Will all those against the motion please stand, 

The hon. the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Hickey, Mr. Marshall, 

Mr. Collins, Mr. Earle, Mr. Hiclanan, Mr. Crosbie, Mr. Myrden. 

MR. SPEAKER: I declare the motion carried. 
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~TTEE 9F TUE Wll.OLE ON :UlTEil.IM S:tJPPLY: 

'MR CHAIRMAN: There is no need for this question again, the Resolution was moved 

and carried I declare this motion to be carried. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: When the Committee rose at 6:00 p.m. I was addressing myself 

to a rebuttal of some of the fallacious arguments that had come from the 

Opposition. WE have been hearing all morning and all afternoon on this one, 

this single vote on education, arguments from the Opposition that were,in my 

view,' quite fallacious, quite erroneous and unfounded and untrue. Now by 

untrue I do not mean that they were lies . I mean that they were untrue, 

that they were not so. That they were inaccurate. That they were not factual. 

First I want to speak of the argument they have used about school fees. 

The practise in Newfoundland,until two, three- or four years ago,was for school 

boards all over the Province to charge fees to the students. Actually this 

meant,of course 1 that they were charging their parents. All these school 

boards in Newfoundland except a few, one in Corner Brook, on~ in~ think; 

Lewisporte and in a few other places where they had a school tax of their 

own, o. local school tax. EEcept for those few places,every school board 

in Newfoundland collected a school fee. Th~ bill was given?! think 1 to the 

children, the students, who would carry the bill home to the parents, The 

parents paid the school fee. These fees came to , a:total 1 in a year, the last 

year they collected them,of something up tlose to $2 ~illion for the year, 

11 'ot quite $2 million but almost. Now the school boards took that money, 

$2 million of it almost,and spent it on two things, two separate purposes, 

one was to pay the cost of running the schools 1operating the schools, the 

other was paid toward the cost of building entirely new school buildings or 

enlarging school bui~dings that already existed and otherwise improving them 

and7 of course,equipping them. I say this money was used in the second nlace 

to help pay the cost of school construction and expansion. Because,of course1 
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the Government were giving annual grants to the school boards to help them to 

build new schools or to enlarge old ones, Therefore, when they collected the 

best part of $2 millions a year,from all sources in Newfoundland - do that, 

include the school tax - school fees and school taxes,where there were school 

taxes,and contributions that they might have received from various sources, 

when it was all put together it came to less than $2 million a year, 

The bulk of that was taken by the school boards and used to run the schools. 

But some of it was taken and put>together with what they got from t~e Government 

each year1 to help build new schools. 

The Government came before this House with a piece of legislation,asking 

the House to outlaw school fees.in this Province. To outlaw them, To make 

them unlawful. To make it unlawful for any school board in the Province to 

collect school j~es or any one ~o pay _a school fee for the purpose of running 

the schools,of operating the schools. Now, of course, the House passed that 

law and when you pass a law stopping the school boards from collecting a school 

fee,to raise money to run the schools,you have to put 'something in its place, 

.and we did. 

We put on a new tax and made the new tax of general application. That is 

to say it applied to everyone in the Province, bar none. No exceptions at all! 

The school fee had been collected~from the parents of children in school. If 

you did not have children in sohhol you paid no school fees. So the full 

burden of running the schools fell on the parents of children in the schools. 

Those whose children were too young to go to school or who had left school 

paid no school fees. 

In lieu of that we put on a tax of one per cen~ of one percentage point on 

the sales tax.Where it had been six per cent we raised it to seven per cent 

and that one percentage point was earmarked to be passed over to the school 

boards. We passed it over. What happened? What happened was that the tax, 

the one percentage point tax on the sales tax,brought in more than the $2 million, 
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...... 
that the parents of children in school had been contributing to the school boards 

It brought in the $2 million. It brought in $3 million. It brought in $4 million. 

It brought in $5 million, It brought in $6 million a year. The $6 millions a 

year, more than three times as much as the partnts of those children in school 

had contributed in school fees,the $6 million was passed over to the school 

boards. So where they had lost $2 million a year that they had bee~ collecting 

in school fees,they now received $6 million a year from the Newfountlland 

Government. 

Not only that, but, the $6 million had to be used,by law,only to run the 

schools , not to build schools, not to equip schools, not to enlarge schools 

but just to run the schools they had. That is what the $6 million had to be 

used for, whereas before, under the school fee system,they collectecl .,$2 million 

and some of that .$2 million had to be spent toward the cost of builrlin~ schools. 

So, obviously, the school boards were enormously better off . . Where they had 
. 

collected $2 million.now were given each year by the Newfoundland Government 

a total of $6 million. That is not all. Because in addition to ~he $6 million 

the Government collected through that one percenta~e tax, on the sales tax, the 

Government gave another $4.5 million. In this pr~sent year, which comes to an 

end, Wednesday night, in this present financial year,the Government are passin~ 

over to the school boards $10.5 million to run the schools, not to ,uild schools, 

not to operate schools, but just to run the schools they have, $10.5 million 

where four years ago they were collecting,from the parents of the children in 

school,a total of less than $2 million. They had to use some of that $2 million 

to build schools with. Now they get this present year, school boar~s of 

Newfoundland, are receiving this year from the Government $10.5 million, In the 

coming year it will be more. 
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MR. SMALLWOOD (J .R.): That begins qn Thursday. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It will be $12 millions in the year coming up now. It ia 

ten and a-half in the year just dying. But Sir, never were there reform. 

brought in by any Government in this Province or any other Province, so 

misrepresented, so twisted, and distorted, so falsified, so lied about, and 

made so much the victim of vicious, lying propaganda as this very ~eform. 

This was one of the great liberal reforms in Newfoundland's 

history, to shift the burden, the financial burden of running the :3chools, 

to shift that bruden off the shoulders of the parents who had children in 

school, of school age, shift it off their shoulders and spread it ~ver the 

shoulders of the entire population. Obviously, obviously., the people of 

Newfoundland, those who are married and have children, those who are married 

and whose children are too young . to go to school or too old, those who are 

not married, the young and the old, the rich and the poor, everywhere throughout 

the Province, they are better able to bear that burden than ar; just the parents 

of the children in school. 

This is a mighty liberal reform. Brought into this Province by 

this Government, and we are eternally proud of it'. But Sir, the r.chool boards 

had two great expenses. One was running the schools. The other was, buildin(I: 

new schools. Because the Government?oured~his money in upon them, five, six, 

eight, ten, ten and a-half millions a year, because we did that, that they had 

to spend,remember, by law they had to spend,on the running of the schools, and 

were not allowed to spend on building schools, Because of that, they were 

still left with this great problem of building schools. 

Why? Because, our population is growing fast. Our juvenile 

population is growing fast, because there is a rising standard of livi~g 

in Newfoundland, and a rising demand for better schools for the youth of this 

Province, because of that, the burden that still remained on the shoulders 

of the school boarda,to raise money for that,was a grevious'burden indeed. 

The Government helped. We were giving a-ha~f a million dollars E. year to the 

school boards to help them to build schools, We increased it to $1111illion, 
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to one and a-half million, then we increased it to $3 million. We finally 

raised it up to $4 million a year, ve gave the school boards to help thq 

to build schools. 

This year, we are giving them in the present year $8 millions, 

cash, to all the school boards. This present year the Government are giving 

$8 millions cash to help them to build schools. $10.5 million we are giving 

them this year. Tomorrow night at midnight, $10.5 million to the school 

boards to run their schools, and $8 millions this year to build new schools. 

That is $18.5 million . As against a total of half of one million, and then 

one million, and the~ three million, and finally up to a year or so ago, four 

millions a ·year, we are now passing over to the school boards a total of 

$18~5 million~in the present year.and that will rise to over $20 millions 

in the year that starts on Thursday. 

Now Sir, where do the school boa~ds get the money that they get 

but do not get from us~ t'.hat this House does not pass, that this House does 

not authorize the Government to give them? Where else do they get it? They 

get if in this way. That where they were stopped from collecting the school 

fee from the parents, to pay the cost of running the schools, where they were 

stopped from doing that,they brought in a new tax~ a new assessment for a new 

fee,which they call a school assessment. 

AN HON. MEMBER: You only have two minutes left. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: All right. Now, we now wish, this Government are now most 

anxious to relieve the school boards, and to relieve the parents of the 

children, to relieve them of the burden of meeting the cost of building the 

schools, just as we have relieved them of the burden of the cost of running 

them. We want to do that, my colleague the Minister of Education announced it 

at the Development Conference. He is providing "for some of·the cost in th-is 

Interim Supply. But before this is done, before it becomeq a law of the land , 

before we do it, we must have the approval of the owners of the schools. And 

who are they? The churches. Every school in the Province is owned by some 

church or other.except the trades schools~and when we get the ready approval 

of the school boards and the churches, when we get that we will bring in this 
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last great reform, latest great reform where education is entirely free so 

far as the parents are concerned,as parents, so far as the school boards-!re 

concerned,as boards, and so far as the churches are concerned, lt •n.11 be a 

burden on the population of the whole Province,which is where the aurden 

should lie. The whole population shall pay the full cost of educa!ion. 

Pray God that this will come and come soon. This is what we want, this is 

what we preach, this is what we intend to do as soon as it can be done 

~rope~ly and lawfully. 

Now I think my time is almost up. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Five minutes left. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Five minutes left. I want to say this, since I became Premier 

of this Province,this Liberal Government have brought the annual contributions 

in cash to the schools, have brought it up from $3 million a year, which is 

what we gave the flrst year I was Premier, from $3 million a year to $120 

million.;l.n the year that begins on Thursday morning. From $3 million to $120 

million. But Sir, that is not enough. Our policy as a Government is this, it 

is a Liberal policy, it is a liberal philosophy, it is the concept and the 
' 

philosophy and the belief of ½iberalism, that education,froir4>eginning to end, 

in the elementary school, in the high school, in ~he trade school, in the 

technical school, in the Fisheries college, and in the university. education· 

in Newfoundland ought to be free. The full cost to be met by all the people 

iu the Province and not be a burden on the parent,as parents, or as citizena1 

~pey pay like all other citizens, but as parents they would pay nothing. 
' 

Thia is our policy, now,God in heaven knows,we have m:iny things to 

do in Newfoundland! As well as that, we havdhospitala to build, we have roads 

to build, we have paving to do, we have water and sewer systems, we have a 

hundred things to do. This is not the only thing, but as fast as we can find 

the money, as fast as we can raise the cash that we need t~ do it, it is our 

firm intention to make education in Newfoundland completely free,from 

beginning to end. That is our policy. 

We have been talking here,on Interim Supply,from ten o'clock this 
-

morning until now,with a break for lunch and a break for dinner, on education. 
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Not one word of it is wasted. There were some foolish observations. There 

were some silly questions, there were some silly statements made. They were 

made,in my view,for purely political reasons. Partisan, election year reasons, 

. nothing else, nothing esle, that is the only reason they were made. Apart 

from those .silly, foolish statements that were made, I am delighted, I am • 

highly pleased with the speech of my hon. colleague the Minister of. Education. 

I have heard him always with great pleasure, but never with more pleasure than 

I did .here this afternoon. This was a magnificant speech. This was a great 

and noble speech in the cause of education,and I was so happy and so proud 

to hear him. I hope that _this committee,Your Honour,will vote thi9 money, will 

vote this money to my hon. colleague the Minister of Education, $25 million 

on account, $25 million out of $120 he is going to need for the coming year. 

Give him this $25 million now so that there will be no hitch and 

no delay in his work. 

On motion, item (6) Education and Youth, carried, (Standing vote) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall item (7), Justice, $1,335,000. carry? 

MR. CROSBIE: (Inaudible) 
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MR. RICKMAN: At least it is not closure number three, Mr. Chairman. 

One thing that we will never have to take credit for is being the 

first party to introduce closure in this Province since Confederation, 

MR, CROSBIE: Shame! 

MR, RICKMAN: Mr, Chairman, we have no idea what this $1,335,000 

that is being asked for the Department of Justice, is to be spent on? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Sit down and the minister will get it right now. 

MR. RICKMAN: I will be delighted to hear it. 

MR. CURTIS: Mr. Chairman, the vote last year for the Department 

of Justice was a little over $7 million. Of that, $3.5 million went 

for wages, that is the staff. magistrates, Supreme Court, police, the 

firemen, the wardens, etc., and the St. John's firemen. About half 

the vote went to_ .. them, We• are asking now for the monies to pay these 

people for April, May and June, toughly $355,000 each month,that is 

roughly $1 million. The balance of $240,000 represents three months 

operating expenses at $80,000 a month. Now ordinarily the cost is 

about $300,000 a month, but we are only asking $80,000 which, in other 

words is. less ~han one month's vote last year, 

AN HON . ME}fflER: (Inaudible) 

MR. HICKMAN: What do you mean I cannot speak again? I am allowed 

to speak for twenty minutes, 

~-_l~OBERTS: Not more than once, 

MR • .. CROSBIE: This is indeed very humorous, Mr. Chairman. That is 

very humorous. The hon, member sat down to permit the minister to 

give his explanation and now the ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, if the Chair will allow it ... 

MR. CROSBIE: Is·the Chairman •••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: If the rule will permit it, I am sure the committee would 

wish to have the jewels of wisdom from the hon, member. 

~ HICKMAN: There will be no jewels of wisdom from this hon. member, 

of the courtesy of the crowd over there, Mr. Chairman. You can take it from me. 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: There will be no jewels.period, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The rule clearly states that a member may speak 

for twenty .minutes and only onee. In this particular case, the memb~r 

sat down and yielded the floor and that would mean that he could not 

rise again to speak on this particular item. On the other hand., 

MR, SMALLWOOD: He yielded the floor. 

MR, CHAIR.1-1AN: No, he did not. On the other hand, if the collllllittee 

wishes to give the unanimous co?sent, we would go · ahead. 

_MR. CROSBIE: Mr, Chairman, there is not much to be said about this 

department. There are other departments' estimates coming up for which 

there is a lot more to be said than the Department of Justice. In any 

event, this is not the night in this House to discuss Justice, because 
-·· 

there is no justice in this House tonight, This is the night the Government 

brought in closure. That great, powerful Government for the la;t twenty-two 

years that has not had to use it, tonight .is brought· to its .knees,to use 

the foulest Parliamentary rule there is, that of closure. There is not 

much to discuss about Justice, very little. There might be just one or two 

comments made. We had last year a great fanfair, when the ombuds~an 

legislation was passed, We have not heard one word about the appointment 

of an ombudsman or the activation of that legislation since, But this 

is a Province that if we ever have an ombudsman who carries out his job 

to look into injustice will be busy twenty-four hours a day. What has 

happened to the ombudsman? That is one of the questions. In fact, it is 

difficult tonight, Mr. Chairman, t .o discuss anything seriously abo~t 

the hon. gentleman's department. I do not know if there is much pcint in 

trying. 

There is an item in the hon. minister's estimates for references to the 

Supreme Court of Canad~ on offshore minerals, It might not hurt thia 

Province to know just wlere we are oa this question of offshore mir.erala. 

We have the hon. the Premier and four or five other Cabinet Ministers 
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Mr. Crosbie. 

all taking another jaunt next week,down to Louisiana,to do what? 

To look at offshore oil rigging drills. For what purpose? For 

no reason except for a trip to the South during the Easter week. 

What other purpose could there be? A visit . for these hon. gentlemen 

to investigate offshore oil drilling rigs. What could be more feal:-le ? 

What could be more silly? We had five of them up in New· York over the 

last weekend. We do not know why they were there·. As the hon. ~he 

Leader of the Opposition said this afternoon, four went up to clap the 

fifth and .give him an audience. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! , It seems that possibly visitors to the 

galleries have ~.not· been told by the sidesmen that when in the galleries, 

they are not to make their presence known to the members of the House by 

..... 

laughter or by applause or anything of that nature. I thought it was the 

rule that the sidesmen would tell visitors when they came in· that ~hey 

were to be quiet. Carry on. 

MR. CROSBIE: · Yes, Mr. Chairman, the galleries' better be carefol or 

the great dictator will have the galleries cleared. Now, Mr. Chairman, 

there is an intelligent remark that we have had all week from the 

opposite side, "mutton cheeks." Just listen to it·, • Just listen to it. 

This is the Premier of our Province that is getting on with that c~ildishneaa. 

Just listen to it. Listen to it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order _please. 

MR. CROSBIE: Whiskers. 

MR. HICKEY: I will continue this for the next two months. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. The hon. member has objected. to the 

interruptions. Would you please continue? 

MR. CROSBIE: I have no objections to these interruptions. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Some other hon. member has. 

455 



-March 30th., 1971 Tape no 110 Page 4 

MR. CROSBIE: Oh, yes, I quite agree that the subject is not 

my whiskers but the whiskers that are on this Government after twenty-two 

years. If anyone ever looks behind these whiskers to see what is d~wn at 

the roots of them, God help them. God help the whole crowd. 

MR. CALLAHAN: You were there for a while. 

l;IR. CROSBIE: 

is right. 

Yes, I was there for two years and I know. That 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it was mentioned in the Speech from the Th::one 

that we are now going to have ladies on juries in Newfoundland. B•1t 

with one peculiar twist that the women of Newfoundland are not goi~g 

to have to serve on juries, if they are called to serve on juries. 

The present law is that if a man is called for jury duty, he must serve. 

We would like to know why the hon. the Minister of Justice proposes to .-•. . 

make a distinction for the ladies? I could discuss more on Justice. 

There are seven or eight suggestions Ln the Speech from the Throne that 

I think I can claim to be the author of. The hon. the Premier even 

admitted that two of them were taking from my suggestion. The first 

admission that has ever been made by the Leader of the Government that 

anyone else ever suggested anything that was in the Speech from the Throne. 

So, we are making some progress this year. Two Opposition suggestions 

in the Speech from the Throne and one closure to date. What other 

surprises will we have,I wonder? 

_Mr. Chairman, the way I feel about the Justice estimates is that 

they are unimportant. We have other departments coming up that we are 

very anxious to discuss: Economic Development, Municipal Affairs and 

Housing, Newfoundland Liquor Co11U11ission, Labour. So, we will not belabo\ll' 

the Justice estima~es. That is all I care to say. I do not knov whether 

my hon. friend had any suggestions that he wants to pass on. Rei• not 
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allowed to speak here. 

MR. HICKMAN: What has happened to legal aid? 

MR. CROSBIE: ~egal aid, my hon. colleague here from Burin would like to 

know what is happening with legal aid. When does the minister propo9e 

to comnenc his new programme? Other than that, we are prepared to pass 

the Justice estimates for the firemen, police and the rest of it. 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, there is one other brief point tha I 

want to mention with respect te legal aid itself. This Interim Supplv 

will have a provision in it for legal aid. Now legal aid,as envisaged 

in the Throne Speech,is not the type of legal aid which is the legal aid 

of lllliversal application,to put the poor people of this Province, the poor 
,..&. 

person who cannot afford legal assistance, in exactly the self-same position 

with somebody who has. The proposal is that there be one person ~ppointed 

by the Government to look after legal aid - one lawyeri and I .feel that the 

person who cannot afford legal services, if you truly want to have l~gal 

aid, should be put in exactly the self-same position. He or she should be 

able to choose the lawyer of his choice. Not every solicitor or lawyer 

has equal competency in all fields and it 
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MR. MARSHALL: is not really of the ultimate benefit to the people of this 

Province to have legal aid practiced where a pel'114nent aolictor it appoillted 

who looks after everything. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, for the estimates of my colleague, the 

minister who put the vote, presumably carried or not, as the committee 

wishes, perhaps we could take a few minutes from this very import~nt 

question that the hon. member for Burin raised,through his proxy,end 

that the hon. member for St John's East has just raised; I think 

it is worth some time by the committee, Mr. Chairman, because it is a 

most important subject and one on which a numbe~ of us who, at lecst 

officially for the record are called "learned", in the parliamentery 

usage but,as citizens of this Province, one which we are very interested 

in. 

You know, Mr. Speaker, we have come a long way in this society, and it 
...... 

is not just in Newfoundland, but generally thtoughout Canada, and although 

I do not know too much about the American system, in many of the fifty 

jurisdictions in the United States. We have come a1~ng way in fields, 

we recognize the principle,medical field,in Medicare. We reco~i~e it 

in the hospital field.through hospital insurance., We reco~ize it in 

the field of those in need,through such things. as the social assistance 

programmes administered by my friend~aud col~eague, the Minister vf 

Social Services and Rehabilitation. We recognize it in such fieltls as 

the Unemployment Insurance Legislation of the Government of Canada, the 

Old Age Security Legislation and what have you. 

The principle, Sir, is a very simple one. lt .simply stated-one that 

is the bases of much of our whole way of life. that is the one, I think, 

perhaps the BiH:l.cal reference of Bethlehem, and "Man is hie brother'• , 

keeper." I think every member of the committee, Mr. Chainnfn, would &flree 

that this must be the basic principle, it is the only way that we can 

function in society. But, I think, my hon. friend from St. John'c Ea• t, 

and he and I do not often agree on a great number of things, but, I think, 
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HR. ROBERTS: we would agree on this that principle has not been accepted 

anywhere in Canada to the extent that ~t should be. It is a matter that 

should be pushed and must be pushed. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Province of Ontario probably has the best legal 

aid system in Canada. In the Province of Ontario any person who is char~ed 

with any criminal offense and any person who is involved in a great variety 

of civil suits, non-criminal action,can go to the legal aid office and he 

is granted a certi.ficate, a certificate of need. There is a form of needs 

test. lt is much similar to the Canada Assistance Plan, needs test. It 

is not quite the same, but the same idea. And, if he is granted that 

cert~fi~~te, then he·can go to a lawyer of his choice. I think, as 

the hon. gentleman has just said,that i& a good principle. We follow it 

in the Medicare, a person goes to the doctor o~ his choice. That system 

has been now in effect in Ontario for two or three years, three years, I 

believe, Sir. __ .It has now risen to a cost of a little over $12 million, 

the last estimate I have .- twelve million dollars for six million people. 

We have in Newfoundland about 500,000 people, one-twelfth of the number, 

so it will cost us at least $1 million a year in Newfoundland,on the same 

bases. 

Now, perhaps, we do not have as many lawyers,per capita, as they do in 

Ontario, and certainly we do not have lawyers as widely available. But, 

it would cost at least $1 million a year, Ule have done some estima::ing on 

it and we have done some looking into it. lf we were to adopt this principle, 

I,for one;int~nsety regret th~t we have not been able to adopt it yet, to 

put it into practice in this way. The reason is simple, we just have not 

been able to find a million dollars free, a million which could be made 

available for this programme. There are so many other things that we need 

even more importantly. 

I realize that .people will say that access to lawyers is pretty basic. 

So it is, Sir, of course, it is. But so many other t!i~gs are pret~y basic 

too, keeping our schools going, and the Lord alone knows, we are not able to 
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MR. ROBERTS: give the schools enough 1110ney or the hospitals or, for 

that matter.,building roads. Some of my constituents still do not have -
electric lightr you know,so on and so forth. 

But, while we are on it, and the hon. gentleman in his private life 

practices law, being a member of the Bar of this Province, perhaps, he co~ld 

also take this matter into consideration and see what can be done about it, 

~ecause part of the problem,in Newfoundland, is that most people in 

Newfoundland cannot get to a lawyer. As always, Sir, the people in St. John's 

come off with the cream. 

I had a letter, oh about seven or wight weeks ago,from one of my 

constituen~ , a lady who lives in the northern part of White Bay North 

District. This lady bad a problem with land. She claims,she owns a bit 

of land and one of her naighbour's,he owns it. And there 1a really no 

way the two of them can find to resolve it. The magistrate is unable to 

do so, and the·R.C.M{.Police really are not courts, their job is to safe

guard the peace and to en~orce the law. So the lady wrote to ,e and I gave 

her the names of a half dozen lawyers in St. John's and in Corner Brook, 

who I thought might be of help to her, and suggest that she write to one 

of them. 

The other day I got a letter from her,almost in despair, Her neighbour 

continues to drive his car on what she considers to be her bit of land. 

He will not ·stop. I suppose from his point of view, he is entitled not 

to stop, because he feels that it is his bit of land. But, she said she 

wrote not one of these lawyers . but to each of these lawyers,to nome six 

in all, And as of a few days ago, she had not an answer from any of them. 

Not one of them was able to take her case, I suppose,from a lawyers point 

of view, you can see it. L' Anser.au~Meadows is not really the metropolis , 

of Newfoundland. It is 300 miles by road, My .hon. friend, the member from 

Trinity North,knows· the community well, because he represented it for seven 

years.in the Legislature? He still has many friends there, lt ir. not the 

exact center of life in the metropolitan::. Newfoundland. It is 300 miles by 

road, I have no idea what the fee would be in acting for one party to 
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MR. ROBERTS: dispute a bit of land that might be worth $225.04. Rut this 

woman cannot get a lawyer, Sir. She is willing to pay. It is not a matter -of lack of financial means, which is a problem I do agree. 

So, Mr. Chairman, when we look at this set-up of the legal aid, we 

should look at that as well. We have got to have lawyers spread around 

this Province. We now, I am told, we will be having lawyers shortly setting 

up,a second ·lawyer will be setting up in Stephenville. There is ?ne gentleman 

now, a second one will be. I understand there may be some lawyers settin~ 

up permanent practice in Gander, and not this commuting for half-a--day, 

for once or twice a week,that has been ~oing on. There is a hop~ that 
-

lawyers may be establishing practices in areas like Labrador Cit:, and 

perhaps the P.appy Yalley/Goose Bay area. 

MR. HICKMAN: There is one there now. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, there is, res, in Labrador West, There is a hope that 

in Marystown, __ J:lhich is close to the Sovereign district of Burin, that 

lawyer will set up there, and so forth. 

Mr. Chairman, this is essential because it is no good just to bring 

in a legal aid system. That is only part of the problem. Anothec part of 

it is that, in this Province,only the rich get access to legal services, 

' MR. MARSHALL: Would the hon, member yield for a question? 

MR, ROBERTS: I will yield for a question; of course. 

MR. MARSHALL: If he would yield for a question, that would be fine, because 

I understand I am not allowed to do much more than nod my head, But, to 

frame the question this way,is not the hon, minister aware of the fact that 

there has been a legal-aid system, a voluntary legal-aid system? 

MR. ROBERTS: I will come to that. I will come to that. 

MR. MARSHALL: So does not the hon. minister think his observatio~ is a little 

bit invalid then? 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr, Chairman, I am aware of the system. I was goinr, to came 

to it in a minute, and my hon. friend and colleague, the senior member for 

Harbour Main.has made the aame~ what I said that in this Province too often 
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MR. ROBERTS: only the rich have access to the legal services. 

Now I will grant willingly and happily, I think, the lawyers in 

this Province .should be congratulated for running the free leRal-aid 

system that they have run. I was reading last night the 

minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Society, I do not think, are they 

privileged? They are not a privilege docwnent are they? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Okay. I believe 1from memory~l03 people were able to 

avail of these services. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Two hundred and sixtv. 

..... 

MR. ROBERTS: Two hundred and sixty• 

number in civil matters. Okay, 260 

103 in criminal matters, and the 

......... _ 
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In addition, Mr. Chairman, as any member of the Committee will realize•.1and 

as really anybody active in life in Newfoundland realizes,people who go to 

lawyers looking for help, many lawyers 1like I am sure my hon. friend,have,. 

acted. I am sure the gentleman from Burin has acted, I know that my hon. 

friend and colleague from Harbour Main has acted,free of charge. You know 

it is an obligation, it is a duty that one takes on as a member of the bar •. 

Mr. Chairman, lawyers should not have to be expected to do that and people 

should not have to rely upon lawyers doing that out of feelings of charity 

or feelings of respect for the profession. The problem s~ill is that we 

do not have wide enough access. My colleague, the Minister of Justice, 

hires, we spend far more than $10,000. or $12,000. a year on legal-aid. 

We spend, I do not know how much it is~hiring defence council for the 

more serious criminal trials, the cases of non-capital murder, I de not 

know, do we do it in cases of rape and other serious offenses? 

AN BON. MEMBER: We have. not been asked. 

HR, ROBERTS: W~ have not been asked but we do pay for lawyers often, 

defense lawyers. This does not come out in the press, ?here is~no reason 

it should. While we are on the subject of legal aid -

MR. CURTIS: We just sent a man down to Labrador to defend a defenient. 

MR. ROBERTS: We just sent a man to Labrador to defend a defendent in a 

case paid for, that is a form of legal,aid. So, Hr. Chairman, befc.re I have 

/ used up all my twenty minutes let me make just a few points. We need a full 

and better legal aid-system in this Province. It would cost arounc a million 

dollars and I would hope that before much longer the Government and the 

people of this Province can find their way through to pay the money for that. 

But we need more than just a system of legal-care comparable to medi-care 

or what have you. We also need more lawyers and we need them more widely 

spread out, we need them more widely available.• 

MR. HICKMAN: Will the hon. Minister permit a question? 

MR. ROBERTS: If I may, of course. 

MR. HICKMAN: Does he agree that apart from the var~ous problema that he 

has just outlined,that another real need is a change of policy which will 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

bring the courts to the people rather the people coming to the courts, rather 

than the Supreme Court on circuit,that is restricted to Grand Falls and 

Corner Brook,that circuit court should also,at least once a year,have to-... 

go to other large centres throughout this Province? 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, I agree and I cannot say too much except that I 

know that my colleague, the Minister of Justice, will be laying before the. 

House, I think we referred to it in the Throne Speech, Legislation that 

will amend the Judicature Act in these respects. If I say anYjmore I think, 

Mr. Chairman, I will perhaps be out of order. We will have a debate on 

that a little later. 

Also, Mr. Chairman, the.re is need to have even more magistrates 

and perhaps to have legally trained magistrates instead of lay magistrates 

and again.we are working towards ·this. Mr. Chairman, there is just one 

other thing I would say, the hon, gentleman from St. John's West spoke 

about this amendment to the Judicature Act that was mentioned in the 
--"-

Speech from the Throne and that is the amendment that will permit women 

to sit upon juries. Now I have an interest in this, it .has to be very 

remote,I realize.but I have been after this for some _time.as has my 

colleague, the Minister of Justice, as have numerous members of the Govern

ment. I think the hon. gentieman leaps to conclus,ions, something he should 

not do when ladies are involved, when he comes to speak of why -

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: Did the hon. gentleman from the Centre burp? 

MR. MURPHY: I said; good advice from a bachelor. 

MR. ROBERTS : Right. Mr. Chairman, I am the only one in the House who can 

speak with the clear conscience on this one, I have not been lucky enough 

yet. Well, my mother is hoping,even if the hon. gentleman is not. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well, I am an experienced gentleman -

MR. ROBERTS: One does not have to be a hen "t,, tell a bad e_gg. Now, 

Mr. Chairman, 

MR. HICKMAN: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: I am always very careful, perhaps too careful,perhapa that ia 
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why I am still unattached at my old age,you know. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, really whoever is writing the hon. gentleman's 

lines should coach him a little more in reading them. 

MR. CROSBIE: Watch out for the leap in the dark. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, the only dark that scares me is the darkness 

of the hon. member from the West. But to come back, Sir, there is a 

perfec_tly valid reason for this. The perfectly valid reason is that 

women are not quite like men and it is like the old saying, "Vive la 

difference." I am sure there is no dissent on the point. We will go into 

it in detail when the Bill is brought before the House, I am sure, but the 

point 'is that there are many cases where a woman would not be available 

for jury duty and where it would be a grave hardship to ask her to take 

jury duty. So we have put the same requirement in our Legislation that 

we will lay before the House,as is in a number of Provinces across Canada, 

nothing unusual, nothing different. 

Mr. Chairman, I could talk about a number of other items in these 

estimates but perhaps I am close to using up my twenty minutes and.therefore, 

I will merely say that,for one,I will take great Pfeasure in voting for them 

and I hope that next year,when my colleague is back asking for more 

estimates of the Minister of Justice,he will have even more of his little 

goodies of reforms ready to go, 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Chairman, if I may and if time permits,! would certainly 

like to say a word or two about the items now before us because,unlike the 

hon. member for St. John's West I do think that the Justice estimates and 

the Department of Justice are very important to this Province and to all 

the people concerned. While I am as anxious as my hon. friend,who just 

spoke, the hon. Minister of Health, concerning the need fo~ more lawyers 

in this Province of Newfoundland and Labrador, while this is a fine thing 

and needed, no one will doubt this or argue the point, the fact is that 

we must all realize that,in spite of the knowledge explosion,~ne ~f the 
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MR, NOLAN: 

great pr~blems that exists 1not only in Newfoundland but in many parts of 

the world1 is letting people know what is available to them, I mean,I would 

venture to say that my hon. friend has many constituents in White Bay NoJ:lh, 

who have no idea of what legal-aid is -

MR. ROBERTS: Or even what their rights are, I am sure. 

MR. NOLAN: What their rights are, who to see, how do they go about applying 

for it. I mean these are the things we have to get to, We can have the 

finest system of j~stice in the world but1 unless we have it set up so that 

people know what their rights are, that they know that there are lawyers 

who are available to assist and help them in any way that they can, Many 

people, and this,bel~eve me,is no way a derogatory remark about the legal 

profession in this Province, have the feeling that if you write a letter to 

a lawyer and you get a reply that a bill follows. I know this is not true 

but I am sure my friends in the legal profession will agree that there is 

some suspicion or feeling within the population, v/hile I refer to the 
-·'. 

fact that this maybe the feeling to some extent in the constituency of 

my friend from White Bay North, make no mistake about it, it is~a problem 

in my constituency right here in the city of St, John's too, I am sure 

that my hon. friend from St. John's East can verify this. 

We have to attempt in some way to convey t~ the people jus~ 

exactly what is available to them.not only under legal-aid but under so 

many other things;but since this is on the carpet at this moment I thought 

I would say a word about it. I know that it is not possible for a member 

of the profession or perhaps for the legal society to take an ad,i~ the 

paper and say what is available or to put an ad.on the radio or television. 

Perhaps that is not permissive but the thing is this has to be dona in some 

way. Perhaps the legal society is not.,in fact,telling their own story -

because this has been pointed out and rightly so-, With the limited force, 

available and the resources and the number of lawyers., taken, into account;, 

they are doing a very, very good job under legal~aid as it presently exists, 

qain,I say that while it is fine to mention it here in this House with 

forty-two members and, of course, for the benefit of those in the galleries 
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MR. NOLAN: 

and with what attention it will receive in the press the fact is I do 
. I 

believe most sincerely,and I have said this on more than one occasion to 

my friends in the law society,that they themselves have to let people knOJ! 

exactly what is going on, that they are there to help. that they are not 

in the business merely to collect money and for conveyances and so on and 

to buy or sell property. This,I believe,is a gr~at injustice to the legal. 

society and I think that they owe it to the Province and to themselves to 

tell their own story and tell it in a way that they know best. I would 

certainly suggest that perhaps the Legal Society and perhaps too the 

Department of Justice can do more to see that more people in this Province 

are informed of their rights in the matters to which I have referred. 

Therefore -I have much 

·-· ... 

_, 
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much pleasure in supporting the passing of these estimates for the Departiill!nt 

of Justice. 

Expenditure 7 carried. 

MR.COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, before we carry that I would like to make a few 

remarks. I notice among other things,under Reading 7, that we are votin~ 

monies for the St. John's Constabulary, for the St. John's Fire Department, 

for Magistrates, these are the three most important ones,as far as I am 

concerned. I think enough possibly has been said,Mr. Chairman, in this 

House,about the need for extending either the Newfoundland Constabulary 

to other areas of the Province,giving them jurisdiction in protection of 

persons and property,and not leaving the cost for such work with the 

municipalities, Certainly the municipalities are overloaded in terms of 

the amount of work which .they are required to do, bearing in mind the small ... -" 
tax base in which they have to collect revenues. However. Sir, I think it 

is worth saying again that a great number of people outside of the St. John'• 

area are of the opinion that this force must be, the jurisdiction ~f this 

force must be extended~if not, then alternative means must be founci whereby 

the Provincial Government bears the cost of providing protection to persons 

and property in areas outside of the· Avalon Peninsula and the i111111ediate St. 

John's area. 

Certainly, Sir, the same can be said with regard to fire-fighting. Mr. 

Chairman, I have a COPJI of a letter here ,which the fire chief in G.tnder wrote 

to the Mayor and Councillors of the Town,and gave me a copy of it. If I am 

permitted to read it,Mr. Chairman, it certainly is a eye-opener,wh~n we think 

of the lack of proper equipment for fiRhting fires in many of our larger 

towns. We all know that,whereas in St. John's the firemen are pa:td(and w.; 

do not begrudge the~ that, I think the firemen should be paid and oaid well) 

~e do know that across Newfoundland all the fire bri~ades are volunteer groups, 

volunteers, men who work their day,whether it is eight to five or nine to six or 
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four to midnight or midnight to seven whatever it might be. 
~ 

Those men do 

volunteer services, to operate trucka and pumpers and hose and every•:hinp: else 1 

in the worse kind of we_ather, sometimes , risking their lives; all for ft'ee, 

and cet"tainly the responsibility rests with this Government now to ~ay them. 

!1any of them are satisfied to work but certainly they deserve the b~st of 

equipment - that is the least we can do for them. This lettet" was written 

on Januaey 4, and it says that on November 23, 1970, it is 'to the fire-chief 

in Gander to the Mayor and Councillors. we sent you a letter requ~sting 

another fire-truck for our brigade, mainly due to.the fact that our old 

international pumper is no longer serviceable and is in fact obselete and 

has been for the past twenty-two years. 

Mr. Chairman, we have two pieces of equipment at Gander for fightinp: fires. 

One piece is. a_J.969 turbo-triple combination pumper. The other unit is a 1938 · 

vintage decco,seagrave pumpe½ which was danated to the Department of Transport 
.. 

by the United States Airforce and eventually deeded over to the town and their 

work. Certainly, Sir, if we can find it in our wisdom to pay the total cost 

of fire-fighting in the City of St. John's,then certainly volunteers across 

Newfoundland,who are called upon sometimes to fight fires in hotels and schools 

and hopefully never in a hospital but the possibility is there,certainly these 

people deserve to be equipped with the best possible equipment. It is not 

enough for this Government in an election year to promise fire-trucks here 

there and everywhere else. We need them, we have needed them for years, 

we need them immediately, and I hope that the Minister will take this into 

account and see to it that funds are made available for the provision of 

such services to all the municipalities across the Province. 
, 

I know in another small area in my district,where the firemen ROt to~ether 

and ran Bingos~and sold moose hamburgers and things like that rais£d about 

$1500. For a year they had been requesting a similar amount from the Department 

of Justice. They got nowhere with it. They have gone to a garag~ and purchased 
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a truck and are continuing their Bingo game and what have you and ~11 the 

.efforts which they have, the means at their disposal to raise money.and still 

have received nothing from the Department of Justice. 

MR.CURTIS: Mr. Chairman, the Department of Justice does not look': after the 

putports. 

MR.COLLINS: That is obvious, Mr. Chairman, there is no department looks after 

the outports. This is supposed to be the outport Government. 

MR.CURTIS: The Department of Provincial Affairs does -

MR.COLLINS: The Department of Provincial Affairs does.Mr. Chainnar. - better 

get their wire's straightened out, because they have been writing back and have 

referred the municipalities to the Department .of Justice. now who is ~asain~ 

the buck to wh0!11 

MR. CURTIS: We have trained firemen - • 
~ 

MR.COLLINS: Mt •. . fflzairman, regardless of the confusion which exists in here the 

need still exists across Newfoundland and I would hope that the Minister will 

take this into account and take steps to remedy it. 

MR.NEARY: Mr. Chairman, there is scarcely a day goes by in the De,artment of 

Social Services & Rehabilitation but one of our clients is in need of legal aid. 

We do the best we can to counsel these people, refer them to the le~al aid 

. office downtown: .when it is open, But I have to say Mr. Chairman, that the 
, 

legal aid that is presently being provided is inadequate. Therefore, Sir, I 

want to support an announcement that was made by my collea~ue, the Hon. Minister 

of Justice I think ab.out three weeks ago, that his department would,in addition 

to the legal aid that is being provided by the lawyer's union that his ~epartment . 
would hire the services of a full-time lawyer to assitt people who could not 

afford to employ a lawyer. This 1s a very· good move Mr. Chairman and I would 

like to say to my colleague tonight that if one lawyer is not~ufficient to 

provide people with legal service then employ two and if two is not sufficient 
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employ three, employ a dozen if necessary Mr. Chairman. Employ a dozen i~ 

necessary,because I think that people are entitled to their rights and this 

is the only way that I see Mr. Chairman, that it can be done. It has been 

pointed out that we do not have enough lawyers in Newfoundland to go around~ 

They just do not have the time to devote to providing free legal advice to 

people. Therefore, I think that the Government is the proper one to do it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to raise another very touchy m~tter as far 

as the lawyers are concerned. About three and a-half years ago I rsiaed the 

matter of legal fees charged for Real Estate transactions in this Province. 

That statted off~Mr. Chairman, I suppose one of the biggest controversies 

that we have had in recent years in Newfoundland. It brought the wrath of the 

lawyers~union right down around my ears. I found myself debating publicly on 

T.V. and every other pla~e with some of the best legal brains in the Province • .. -". 
Ultimately, Mr. Chairman, a Royal Commission of one person was appcinted to 

investigate the cost of Real Estate in Newfoundland,including tKe legal fees 

charged in Real Estate transactions. I was very pleased Mr .. Chainian, to learn 

that Mr. Kostaszek,who was the one man Royal Commission,confirmed my beliefs 

that charges for Real Estate in Newfoundland were the highest in Crinada. Mr. ' 

Kostaszek_:recc6tlllllended ,Mr. Chairman, that the lawyers clean their own house and 

that they get their Real Estate, their fees charged for Real Estate,in line 

with the rest of Canada. To my knowledge,to this day,Mr. Chairman, this is 

not being done.· If my hon. and learned friend from St. John's West, my hon. 

and learned friend from Burin, and my learned friend from St. John's East 

are genuinely and conscientiously ,Sir, and sincerely interested in the people 

of this Province, Mr. Chairman, here is one good thing that they c.1n do. 

Bring down the cost of legal fees and Real Estate transactions in this Province. 
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..... 
Mr. Chairman, if they want to play politics,this could be one of the most 

popular moves that they could ever make. But, Sir, I doubt very much if we will 

pick up the newspapers tomorrow morning or will see these three leaffied 

gentlemen stand up in this House and make an announcement that they are goinR 

to lower their charges for Real Estate transactions in this Province -

· -•', 
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MR. ROBERTS: I cannot lower tine. 

HR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! I am not quite sure how this 

relates to the heading that we are on. 

MR. NEARY: I would like to,. 

MR. HICKMAN: It takes two to tango,does it not? 

MR. NEARY: I would like to appeal to the lawyers in this House 

to follow out the recommendation of the ~ostaszek Report and reduce 

legal fees that are charged in real estate transactions in this 

Province, Mr. Chairman, Now let us see how conscientious and how 

sincere these hon. and learned gentlemen are, They want to do something 

for the people in this Province, 

HR. CROSBIE: There are seven of them on the other side. 

MR. MUREIY: I had a few words to say but I am almost overcome t ., hear 

the great defender, the great defender of the rights of people,who stood 

there, unashamedly and committed perhaps the biggest crime again~t ~he 

rights of people which has ever been known in this Provine~ to almost 

forbid us here on this side to debate a Bill,that is giving this 

Government $100 million,and not ask any questions about it, We should 

hang our heads in shame. We should all stand here tonight and observe 

one minute's silence in mourning for the death of democrac~ and justice 

went out the window, The hon. member gets up and makes a plea for 

legal aid. God help us how stupid can we get to listen to that kind of 

tripe, The great defender of civil rights. What solicitude. 

this House which belongs to the people ••• 

Here is 

_MR. BARBOUR: I know he is doing a good job in his department for :he 

people of Newfoundland, for these who need help. He likes helping 

people who need help _and he is doing a darn, darn good job, 

HR. MURPHY: Who is making the speech, Mr. Chairman •• 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

HR. MURPHY: ls the hon. member for Bonaviata South ~ermitted to sp•!!ak 

or is that his speech now? 473 
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MR. MARSHALL: That is his twenty minutes. 

MR. MURPHY: He is doing a great job. As I was saying, before I 

was so rudely interrupted (pardon the expression), I was going •• 

MR. BARBOUR: You were not rudely interrupted. 

MR. MURPHY: I was going to say a few words, Mr. Chairman, on the 

matter of iiy hon. colleague from Gander with re~ard to the expre•aion 

he used; "the St. John's Police Force." We call them the Newfoundland 

Constabulary_. The great occurrences of crime here in the City of 

St. John's, I think have become frightening: The attacks, the 

stabbings, the muggings, the Qssualts on policemen. I think it has 

reached the stage, Mr. Chairman, where some drastic action will have to 

be taken pretty soon or otherwise the citizens of this City will no·: 

be able to walk··the streets. A few years back,in this hon. House, I made 

a speech with reference to setting up precincts in the City of St. John's. 

The police force divided into differenct areas of the City. Has Corner 

Br(!ok got a city police? Well it could apply to Corner Brook. I -im 

just referring now to the City of St. John's here, where the piicem,o,..n 

would not only be an enforcer of law and order but he would also be in 

a position to become familiar with the people residing in the particular 

area that he would be serving, in the precinct. 

I believe that our policemen,today, we have a fine group of yoang 

men, I believe they could serve a great social purpose in our City, 

working with the younger kids,instead of having the kids run around the 

corner and say; there is a pi.iceman coming; walk np to the policeman 

and they would know him. because he has been in their area. The policeman 

would,in the end, get to know people residing in that particular area. He 

would know who is a stranger to that area and who is not, different hour, of 

the night. If he saw someone going around that particular area, he would 

know if he were a stanger and perhaps up to no good in that particular area. 
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Mr. Murphy. 

I think the people, when they .come to know the policemen will 

regard them as a friend, and I think that the policemen would be abl e 

to do a tremendous job1 to work with our youth. In my opinon, our police 

force is not being given the opportunity to perform this type of work in 

our eity. In many other towns and cities on the Mainland, there a~e 

usually police associations. They get the kids and go out and play softball 

or soccer or whatever game is on the go,with the kids. I think the 

kids grow up to respect the policemen for that, I believe, Mr, Chai rman, 

that it is time now for the Justice Department to give this very se,ious 

thought. The City of St. John's today is about three times the size it 

was ten years ago. We are spreading out into the suburbs. We now ~ave 

a fire station in the extreme West, We have one over in this area • .. 
Why not attach some of our policemen to these fire departments? 

As I say,you could set it up with a head constable or whatever type of 

officer you would like in charge of these precincts. I believe tha~ it would 

really cut down the occurrence of ci:ime that we are having in the C'lty. 

As far as our ladies are concerned in walking the streets, I know they must 

be in fear and trembling to nave to be out at night time; particularly 

unaccompanied. I believe, Mr. Chairman, quite honestly and quite sincerely 

that with a setup such as I have just suggested, I believe we could work 

it, properly and have the police force a very effective force to up':teep 

law and order in the, •City. Also, as I said earlier, a great social benefit 

to our younger citizens. 

I believe this would be worth a try. At the present time, I t~ink 

more of our policemen are stationed in Fort Townshend, That is the headquarters. 

They meet there and go to differant beats through out the City. But with 

a breakdown, I think, they weuld be far more effective and do a far betterjob 
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than they are doing at the present time, not through any fault of 

their own, but because of the setup that they are working under, 

With reference to the fire department, travelling throughout 

the Province, the lack of fire fighting equipment is a great injus~ice 1 

if you like, to a great many parts of our Province, I noticed tha~ in 

the great Economic Conference we held a few veeks ago, the Ministe~ 

of Municipal Affairs, I think, promised fire trucks. fire buses of 

different kinds to various areas, Now 1 I certainly hope that thesG 

..... 

fire trucks are equipped with the proper type of pumps,so on and so forth. 

to really· fight a fire, Because you hear of tr9gedies, It was onl y 

the day before yesterday we had one in Petty Harbour, I think 1 whe~e 

someone -·.was burned to death, Apparently, the reason was that the~a ... -'. 
was no water supply available nearby. You had to go to a river or 

something like this, 

Now that is very difficult for me to understand, because- if there 

were a pumper with a few hundred feet of hose, I imagine they could get 

to the salt water that is if we can use salt water in the pumps •. So 

the matter of fire fighting equipment and the policing of the City 

and also as JJtY hon. colleague again brought up 1 the need in the larger 

towns in the Province for an up-to-date police force, Here in St, John's 

they are just labeled as giving out tickets. parking tickets, It ~aa been 

suggested before that \11th a properly trained group of men 1 why sh,Juld 

we waste their efforts on issuing parking tickets? There has been some 

question for a great many years that the City of St. John's should take over 

the police and fire departments, I think it might be a good idea ~or 

the City of St, John.' s to take over their own police department, g:'.ve 

them their own traffic court and so on. As far as the force is concerned 

in St, John's. I think. we can truthfully say that not all the force works 

for the municipality. I think there are a gr~at number doing othe~ work 

for the Province, I think the C,I,D, , actually, are more of a Provincial 

476 



March 30th.• 1971 Tape no. 114 Page 5 

Mr. Murphy. 

responsibility. We have guards at Government House. They are not 

doing City work. In the past week, we have had ten or eleven or 

twelue policemen around here protecting 

---"' .. 
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MR. MURPHY: our Premier. I do not think the City of St. John's should be 

charged for that. I think that is the respons_ibility of the whole l'rovinee. 

Just with these few thoughts,Sir,on this Bill, which is a minor department in 

a great many respect. the vote is not too great, but I do not see t he reason 

why the Department of Justice at this time should look for three months 

supply. I will repeat again our suggestion to the Government , that we here 

in the Opposition would be quite agreeable, without any furhter debate,to 

grant all departments one months supply,for the month of April,to p3y wages 

and so on and so forth. 

I move Sir, that the vote be cut to $738,600. which is ten percent 

of the current account estimates for the year 1970-71. $738,600. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The motion is, that item (7) Justice, be reduced tc $738,600. 

· Those in favour "aye," contrary "nay," I declare the motion lost. 

Shall the item carry? ...... 
MR. SMALLWOOD (J.R.): Mr. Chairman, before you carry it, there is something 

that I feel I ought to bring before the committee. Although I agree that a 

better time to do it would be when the estimates of this dep_artmeni: are 

brought before the Oommittee of Supply, some weeks from now, nevertheless, it 

seems to be established here today that if the':~ ~s a vote on_~ccount on_ ·Intei-.im 

Supply, a vote for Justice, then anything goes if it has to do wit, Justice, 

and police, and magistrates, and courts and matters of that kind. 

I have become aware,in recent months, that one of the great evils 

of our modern civilization of which I fondly thought we were free in this 

Province, has indeed: come to this Province. I refer to the invasion of 

privacy, electronic inv_as1o~~---:I have come to the point where I am half afraid 

to use the telephone. If I call a minister from my home,at night.time, or 

Sunday or Saturday, my practice is to talk to h1m for a minute or maybe two 

minutes and say not~ing that anyone hearing would understand very well, and 

then hang up and say " I will call you back." Five or ten minutef, later I 

call him again, or I ask him to call me. We talk a bit more, and then I hang 

up again, and then I will call him. The call which ought to be a simple 

thing of just three or four or five minutes, has to be split into three seperate 
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calls and sometimes more. 

My reason for that it twofold. Number one. that it may just~ 

a simple crossed wire. I remember in my office one day calling Sir Eric 

Bowater at Corner Brook, before he died. It was a matter connected with the 

development of power in Bay Di Espoir. I was trying to get enough customers 

at the time to justify the beginning of the development of the Bay D'Espoir 

power, and I wanted Bowater& to take 60,000 horsepower a year. I had a long 

talk with Sir Eric Bowater, half an hour on the phone. Later that day, some 

hours later, a well known reporter on a radio station rang me and told me 

the whole conversation. He had put a call i~o me, asked for my number and 

the next thing he-heard me talking,and he heard someone answer, so he listened. 

Now he did not listen throughout, or at least he said he did not listen 

throughout the whole conversation, but he was able to tell me what it was about, 

he heard enough to know. 
--'. 

Commonly it happens that you take down the re(eiver and you hear a 

conversation going on. If you like you can stop and liaten,if you have the 

time or the cusiosity. You might even recognize the.voices. Now that is one 

danger and that is a danger that perhaps is not deliberate, not intentional, 

but the other danger is bugging. I invite the police into my office and into 

the Cabinet Chamber periodically to search ihe offices and the ca~inet Chamber, 

to see if they are bugged, electronically bugged. They have done this a 

number of times, and I will continue to do it. I understand that there could 

be a car parked down in front of the building now~and listening to every word 

spoken in this Chamber. 

Why they would want to db it,aa the Minister of Healt~1 say• , he 

does not known but,nevertheless, if they can listen thus, to what ia said in 

this Chamber, can they not listen similarly to what is said in other parte of 

this building? Bu~ging bas been made unlawful,by all but the police, and in 

some cases by the police too. The police are not allowed,in a great 111&ny 

jurisdictions,to bug., to put in electronic ~ugging of telephones, but it bas 

become a universal practice up and down North America. I am told that any 

company that wants the trade secrets of another company, of a rival company, 

can hire a company, experts; pay them a big fee and they will beg the offices 
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or the homes of the rivals of this company and report to them every word that 

is uttered. ..... 
This is happening in Newfoundland. I do not know if there is any 

way to stop it, I do not know enough about it to know whether it can be stopped. 

I am told, that it is expensive to do, and expensive to prevent. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. The rule has been in this 

Committee of the Whole, that we were to discuss the departmental items, the 

breakdown given by the hon. the minister who introduces them, but there is no 

item in these estimates for bugging ot eavesdropping or anything e:se of that 

nature. I suggest that this is irrelevant, it 1~ wasting the time of the 

House, it is not germane to the Department of Justice estimates. 

MR. SMALL~ There is a vote·for the police Mr. Chairman in the •••••• 

MR. CHAI!UfAN: As I see it, the hon. the Premier is talking genera:ly of what 

the police should be doing. It is something the same as what was said before. 

I do not see any objection to it. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. When we were.- discussing 

Consolidated Debt Services, we were told we could not discuss the Government's 

debt, or what it had to float in the next year or what it floated the year before 

or its interest or the rest of it under Consolida~ed Fund Services. Now the 

ruling apparently is, that under the Department of Justice, we can discuss 

anything in the world that relates somehow to Justice. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, another invasion of privacy,with which perhaps 

the police might deal or perhaps some other division of the Department of 

Justice, or perhaps this House, takes the form of spyingoa·people. Spying, 

spying on people. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Spying? 

MR. ROBERTS: S-p-y-i-n-g. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Going up to a house and :nquiring about the person who lives 

next door, or across the street, and accumulating information about that 

family or that person. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The only thing I am expert in is politics. 
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MR. CROSBIE: And spying. 

MR. SMALLWOD: , No, not spying. 

MR. CROSBIE: (Inaudible) 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I look upon a spy as almost the most ·contemptible human being 
I 

alive, : even when he is employed by a Government in time of war. Perhaps it 

is necessary to have espionage, but the kind of spying I am talking about is 

not for great and patriotic purposes, when a nation's back is to the wall, and 

when the lives of all the citizenry are at stake, I am talking about spying 

for protit. I am talking about business agencies, commercial agencies, hiring 

people, hiring people to find out about people, other people, about families. 

Where th~y buy, what they buy, whether they are in debt •••• 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, That particular item. clearly 

comes under the Department of Provincial Affairs. That is what the Conaur.ers 

Affairs Legislation is all about. That is why we have set up the Consumer __ .. ,_ 

Division Branch at Provincial Affairs. Now if you want to talk about bugs, or 

people who bug. I do not know how you would describe a person who bugs, I 

can think of a word but it is not Parliamentary. 

481 



March 30th. 1971 Tape 116 PK - 1 

MR, H·ICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I do submit that this is.a lon~, lonit way 

from the item before this Committee, 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon, gentleman has no right to say what is relev&nt 

and what is not. But in this particular case the hon. the Premier is 

talking about what the police should be doing,and they are under the 

justice grant. I think similar latitude has been allowed to others. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, if what I am saying is irrelevant, t~n. 

since we began to discussing Interim Supply every word that was cttered 

from the other side of the House has been irrelevant. It is completely 

beside the point. 

There are officers in this town today where there is being built up 

a volume of information about one family after the other. 

MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible. 

MR. CHAIRMAN:,_ Order, please! The peculiar thing is quite often the 

members who are most presistent in demandin~ that the Chair _prevent 

interjections,when they are speaking,are the very ~mbers· who make the 

most interruptions when others are speaking. Now I · have spoken today, 

several times,for the right to speak uninterrupted, and one woulc think, 

where a ,member is limited to twenty minutes that' there would be ,·ery 

few interruptions. 

MR. CROSBIE: The discussion would be kept relevant to the estimRtes 

which we are now debating, it is not. 

MR. HICKMAN: There is only one and a-half minute left. 

MR. S'P-fALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, I would venture to say that there ~-s scarcely 

a member of this House here present tonight or citizen or visitor or 

stanger in the galleries about whom there does not exist a dossier at 

this moment in some office downtown. 

AN HON. MEm!ER: Inaudible. 

MR. SMALL~100D: They do not care whether you want to hide it or whether 

you have anything to hide or exposed, that is not their purpose. They are 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: not out to protect the hon. gentleman. They are out to 

get all the information they can lay their hands on. It is a form . -... 

of industrial or l!l - form of commerical and financial espionage that ill 

going on in this town today. And I suggest that this is a matter,together 

with electronic bugging, these are two matters that deserve the attention 

of the police in Newfoundland. 

Now a word on the police: I have recently,for about the fifth or 

sixth time. since I became Premier of this Province,being the recipients 

of careful solicitous attention by the police, both our Newfoundland 

Constabularly,within the boarders of the city a~d the R.C.M.P. octside 

those boarders. I have had substantial numbers of police in my home, 

twenty-fou~ hours a .day1 and_in this building and in this very Che.mber, and 

I have come to have enormous respect for those -police. Enormous respect 

indeed! 
___ ,_ 

If two or three policemen . are sitting in your home with you ,and it 

comes dinner time, they join you at the table. They have a meal with you, 

and the same thing for breakfast in the morning. 'f!tey get up ani come 

into the dining room,in my home,and the police join me for breakfast. 

They have been there all night, They have been ~p and awake all night, 

and I have had a comfortable sleep. So the least we can do is te have 

breakfast together. Drive acroSB from Roaches Line to here, drive from 

here back to Roaches Line and,for weeks on end, I have been acc0tnpanied 

day and night by police,either the Newfoundland Constabulary or the R.C.M.P, 

And I have had a better chance recently, in recent weeks, to get to know 

them,than I ever did before. I want to pay tribute here tonight to these 

police. It is only when you need or think you need them or someone else 

thinks you need them,that you begin to understand their value. 

MR. CROSBIE: Would the hon. member permit a question? 

MR. S}I.ALLWOOD: Yes. 

'MR. CROSBIE: Would the hon. the Premier now permit the Newfound:.and Conatabulary 

to have more than pop guns? Just a fev months ago, you would on:y permit them -
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MR, S1'1'ALLWOOD: No. I do not believe in our police carrying guns. I do 

not believe in it. I do not believe in it. I just simply do not believe ..... 
in it. That is that. If the hon. gentleman be~ieves in it, that is his 

right. It is also my right not to believe in our police carrying $UDII, 

They have been operating in Newfoundland for well over a century now, 

a hundred years. They are perhaps the old~st, they are certainly among 

the oldest polic forces on this Continent of North America. They have had 

a magnificent record, They have gone for a hundred years without packing 

a gun or a revolver, It is not part of their training. It is no~ part of 

the practice of our police, The R.C.M,P. are a different kind of force 

altogether. They are a different kind of police. Their training is 

different, and almost you might say, their purpose is different. It is 

their practice to carry arms with them, small arms.at all times. I do not 

think ever you see an R.C.M.P. man, I do not think you do,who is not carrying 

small arms, 1'hd I have seen them with their coats off, and I have seen two 

revolvers, with the holsters under their armpits. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Inaudible. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Well, my colleague.the Minister of Mines, Agricul:ure, 

and Resources,reminds me that those police, the R.C.M,P. are the <mly ones 

who do get shot at. Perhaps, that is true here in Newfoundland, ! do not 

know about other places. 

However, I could not let this opportuuity pass without expressing a 

word of appreciation of clearer understanding than I ever had, I ,ave heard 

the Minister of Justice and Attorney~•General repeatedly speak in ~he 

highest terms of our police. And it has not been until quite recantly 

that I understood the full meaning of his praise, and I must say I join 

heartedly with him in praising our police, both. Federal and Provi~cial, 

both forces. 

MR, CHAIR!-fAN: Shall the item carry? Carried, 

Shall item eight, Mines, Agriculture and Resources $4,680,00J carry? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr, Chairman, I can give what might have to be a bit of 

a len~thly explanation of the item, The Department of ~ines, A~riculture 

and Resources, ~r. Chairman, which also includes the Divisioft.6f Co-operatives 
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MR. CALLAHAN: and The Cleaner Water and Soil Authority, probably more 

than any other department of the Government operates on a seasonal. -,.. 

bases, and that is to say, begins to gear up its activities at about this 

time of year, particularly in the area of forest protection, in t~e area 

of agriculture, in the area of forest accessroads construction, in the 

area of mineral surveys and the area of land and control surveys, indeed 

virtually every a~pect of the department's responsibility. This is the 

time -of the year or very shortly now is the time of year ·in which the 

department -

MR. CHAIJU-1'.AN: Orde~, please! Could we have it a bit quieter here? 

MR . CALLAHAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CALLAHAN: This is about the time of the year when all these proitrammes 

have to get going. And for a number of reasons, it is important, I did 

not mention Provincial Parks. !his is an area in which after Thursday 

the Department will not be operating, because the parks are to be transferred 

to the department that has the responsibility for Tourist Development, 

and it is appropriate and the Government have deci~ed,in view of the 

appropriateness of it,to bring these two divisions to~ether under the 

single minister, so that! they may be better coordinated,the Provincial 

Parks being perhaps the backbone of our Public Tourist Plan in the Province. 

But, even there.the rule and the practice apply, Mr. Chairman, in that the 

Provincial Parks, as well as the Forest Service and other•.divisions of 

the department,are required to make commitments very early in the year 

in order to get their programmes underway in time to catch the sprin~ 

and sUDUller season. 
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MR. CALLAHAN: 

So .that, Mr. Chairman, committments have to be made. Fo~ example, in 

respect of the parks,which we are now losing,but it is a good case i• point, 

we got authority and, in fact, began to advertise for summer students fo~ 

sUD1Der park assistants, I think,towards the end of January and act~ally 

did the advertising in the month of February,in order to ensure that 

students could qualify thet:1Selves in life-saving, in water safety qualification 

and,therefore,meet the principal requirement that for the past two years 

we have been laying on in respect of these summer assistants. 

In the field of mineral resources virtually the same thing applies, 

although at the moment we do not have . finalized the agreement with the 

Government of Canada on mineral resource programmes, a three year agreement 

that is under negotiation and it is towards the completion of negotiation 

at the mo_ment, · No_n~theless., Mr~ Chairman, it is necessary to know early 

in the year what work will have to be done and what numbers of peo,le are 

'required so as to get our bid in before the industry generally takes up 
·--'· 

the available people. Precisely the same thing applies to land surveys, 

although these are contracted out because the Government got out of direct 

survey work several years ago and the Newfoundland Association of Land 

Surveyors now do the work that has to be done for public purposes,under 

contract, Nonetheless, it is necessary to make c~mmittments early in the 

year and to be in a position to carry them out financially in order to get 

the work planned and to get it started as quickly as possible to take 

advantage of good weather. So in the month of January, in fact, the 

department began to call tenders for controlled surveying under a new 

programme, a new agreement with the Government of Canada,under which in 

the present year there is available to us one·hundred per-cent of Federal 

funds, $1.3 million dollars for that work. 

These things have to be gotten under way early in the plar.ning 

and in the preparation stages and so we have to have the a~surance, early 

on, Mr. Chairman, of funding to carry on these various programmes, Even 

though the control surveying work is done under contract,the specifications 

have to be set, the tenders have to be called, the checking of the 
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MR. CALLAHAN: 

specifications must be done by our division of Crown Lands and Surveys and 

they must have the where-with-all to carry out that work. 

Kr. Chairman, to give the Committee some indication of the needs-~ 

in respect of the supply that is requested in the Bill under Mines Branch, 

which includes Crown Lands and Surveys,general administration,the total 

amount I do not have here, Mr. Chairman, but it is in four amounts and 

this refers SP,ecifically to internal operation~ general administration 

$15,000.; Crown La~ds and Surveys $35,000.; Mineral Resources $15,COO. and 

inspection of mines $16,000. Now these are amounts necess·11ry, as I have 

said, for internal operation.to carry on really routine work which includes 

the setting of speci~ications for control surveyi~g and which includes 

setting up the major mineral resources programme,that will be funded by 

the Govermnent of Canada under the agreement that is now being finalized. 

There also will be some preparations for printing of reports of other 

seasons work.which are published and tabled in this House from time to 
--"'-

time. -r.hese, of course, are necessary in order to put on the record,for 

the purpose of letting those who are interested know what, in fact, the 

mineral resources of the Province are,as they become known in particular 

field seasons. 

Under the heading, Mr. Chairman, of agricu~ture, as I have said;this 

is the time of year when we begin preparing regional pastures to go into 

operation. Funds are required in that area for some $40,000. over the next 

six to eight to ten weeks.simply to begin taking on pasture attendants,to 

repair fences and prepare pastures to receive cattle about the 15tn day of 

May. 

MR. MARSHALL: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. When the Minister,before 

this closure motion was brought in, when the Minister was giving his details 

of his headings he gave it in amounts,very, very·briefly and under pressure, 

Now he is going into a long discourse and, Mr. Chairman, I ~eel that surely 

the Government,in the very limited time it has given us to discuss the whole 

of the estimates 1 is not so afraid of its programme that it cannot stand up 

to another four hours of discussion,that he has to go on and perpetrate the 

487 



March 30th, 1971 Tape 117 JM - 3 

MR. MARSHALL: 

rules even further. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I do not really think the hon. member is trying to make 

a point of order. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman, that was a curious attempt,in view of the 

fact that we have heard from the other aide so often that there has been 

not one word of explanations. then when someone on this side does rise to 

give it,there is immediately an objection to it, How I will be quite 

-

prepared, Mr. Chairman, if the C0111111ittee wishes me to merely recite a number 

of dollar figures and sit down,but this is not what we have heard over the 

past several days. We have a requirement, Mr. Chairman, under a progra11111e, 

to subsidize limestone for fa~ers,which is needed, of course, in early 

spring, Ve estimate the interim ·requirement to be $15,000.; to prepare 

pasture land for the opening of the conmunity pasture or regional pasture . . 
season $130,000.; for feed and supplies for the swine station and to 

continue it in operation during the interim period $40,1 000, 'Ihe 
. .......... 

importance of that, of course, Mr. Chairman, is that this station supplies 

specific passage in free hogs to farmers in this Province for raising and 

breeding purposes and this programme is extremely vital. 

I might say, Sir, as a matter of interest to the Colllllittee that 

hogs supplied from this station and raised by fa~ers in this Province have 

graded out at the highest grade average of hogs in all Canada,cons~cutively 
, 

for five years. 

MR. MURPHY: Five years. 

MR. CALLAHAN: For the past five years and the highest grade average. 

MR. MORPHY: In all Canada. 

MR. CALLAHAN: In all Canada including the North West Territories and 

St. John's Centre. · Under standardization of marketing, Mr. Chainan, this 

is the capital amount $150,000., this is for the start of construction, 

hopefully ,of the complex at Corner Brook. Without going in_to very much 

detail,we believe that the delay in this project which we were ready to 

call tenders for in December,the delay will in fact accrue to the benefit 

of the Province because of negotiations that began, n door opened in December 
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MR. CALLAHAN: 

and we aaw the opportunity of creattng a much more comprehensive comple* 

1n Cotner Brook,wlth Federal help and this accounts for the delay. We 

expect any day now the finalization of an agreement in that respect, Th~ 

planning has been done. 

,_ ... ,._ 
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MR. CALLAHAN: As to whether they in fact will participate to a very large 

degree- We also have to get started on site preparation for marketing 

facilities in Robinson's, Harbour Grace, St. Anthony, in the Clarenville area 

probably at Lethbridge and also in the Winterland area. I might say also, 

Mr. Chairman, we are looking at a site on the Labrador Coast, probably in the 

Goose Bay area.to see if we can develop a medium or intemediate size 

facility in that area as well. We are holding various kinds of foc-ds in 

control temperature facilities. That would be $150,000. Capital'. 

I 

In bog land development Mr. Chairman, we require various supplies. 

Seeds, fertilizers, limestone, ,in time to begin no later than May \st. with 

that programme, the physical programme. 

$20,000 • . 

The interim requirement there is 

In the blueberry development programme, which, Mr. Chairman, last 

year resulted in,I think over a period of twenty-five years,a record harvest, 
·--"· 

I am subject to correction from the hon. the member for Harbour Grace, but I 

do think that that is an accurate statement. The record harveK over I think 

in excess of twenty years, and we expect to do very much more this year. We 

need $20 thousand to get going early with that programme 

Land cleari~g, and this is the bonus program~e. We require S4n 

thousand•ln the interim, in travelling expenses for field men,who do very 

much 100re travelling during the spring months than at any other time of year~ 

We need au Interim Supply of $15 thousand. 

Under health of animals, the salaries and travelling expenses of 

four veterioariaas - -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. CALLAHAN: They could do,Mr. Chairman. If the hon. gentlema~ wants to 

go farming on the moon we will send a field man to get him startei. 

Under health of animals Mr. Chairman, the salaries and travelling 

expenses of four veterinarians during the interim period $15 thousand. 

The imrpovement of livestock, this is a bonus progra~ $10 thousand. 

Newfoundland Marketing Board, salaries and operating expenses of the 

board from April to June $7 thousand. ~\90 
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Maintainence of equipment. this is our own equipment used for 

specialized work on region.al pastures and bog lands,$10 thousand, 

Canada Land Inventory, so far as it applies to agriculture, salaries 

of soil surveyors and equipment to start summer soil survey work,$10 thousand. 

Grants to o.rganizations, this amount of $10 thousand is required 

for the Newfoundland Cooperative services,to enable N.C.S. to maintain 

operations during April and May, or until the estimates are brought down. 

In the Forest Service, Mr. Chairman, and here again I tt.ink I 

mentioned earlier, but possibly I did not, we are embarking this year on a very 

large scale, we hope,a ten year_ forest improvement programme which is made 

possible,in any sensible way, in any comprehensive way, as a result of the 

indicatio~ an_d principle ofthe major operating companies in this Province, to 

vest effective control of their limits in the Crown,for the purpose of public 

control. This permits us,with public funds, to undertake,on what normally 
--~-

would be regarded as private lands, programmes of forest improvement, &forestation, 

reforestation, salvage, controlled burning, and all the various~other activities 

that can be wrapped into the general description of forest improve~ent. That, 

Mr. Chairman,we expect to be a $10 million programme, and we are now 

~nd have been for some time) in the process of pr~paring the detailed work plans. 

We have to undertake training of supervisors, and generally gear up for what 

will be a brand new programme in this Province. 

The amount,Mr. Chairman, generally will be in our own salary votes 

which I will come to, because, obviously the preparation for this work is being 

done by normal forest service staff. Once the preparatory work iE completed, 

and once the weather factor improves, and conditions jet to the pc•int where work 

can start, then we will,of course.begin operationally to expend the amount of 

money that we intend to provide. There is not in the Interim Supply vote.any 

money for the operational progra11111e. What is important is.that the salary votes 

and the present requirement of funds,in terms of preparing the ac~ual work 

plans,are in the salary votes of the department, and we would not like to think 

that the salaries and expenses, travel expenses and other monies ~equired for 

that would be less than would be sufficient to meet the purpose u~til -
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not until the main estimates are brought to the House Mr. Chairman, but until 

the main estimates are,in fact, approved and the appropriation ·s111 e,iven -the 

Royal Assent. 

Under the Forest Senice, wages and expenses of present, permanent 

and seasonally employed staff - employment of seasonal staff for forest fire 

proteetf.on during the months of May and June, this will probably amount to 

about $50 thousand and will be included in salaries. We do not exp~ct to need 

very much of it,Mr. Chairman, but this is an area in which we really do not 

know. 

MR. HODDER: I would like to remind the hon. minister that his time has expired. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, it is now ten after ten,Mr. Chairman and this 

debate bas to -end at 2:00 a.m. three hours and fifty minutes, because of moving 

the closure.we still have thirteen headings and $69.4 million to discuss. We 

know what the people on the opposite side are up to. They spoke not at all in __ ,_ 

this debate,Mr. Chairman, until closure was moved. 

MR. SMALLWOOD (J.R.): That is not so. 

MR. CROSBIE: The only people in the debate before the closure wae moved was 

the odd minister. The only one who said very much at all was the l!inister of 

Education. Now closure is 1110ved, the clock is running out , and from the other 

aide we have already had six speakers,all attempting to use twenty minutes so 

that the people on the other side can make no point because the time is 

running out. 

AN HON, MEMBER: There is a good audience tonight. 

MR. CROSBIE: Oh sure, certainly you have. You moved closure, and you have the 

same, you have th~ right to use up the time so that it goes harmlessly to the 

Govert1J11ent. That is right, move closure, cut off debate,then use up the time. 

We hope that we are going to come to the estimates of the hon. Minister of' 

Health• We will keep him busy when we do. We have a lot of questions and 

points for him. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The minister is now shivering in his shoes. Look at him. 

He is shivering there now. 

MR. CROSBIE: What can you do? You just have to laugh, Grin an,, bear it 
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Mr. Chairman. Now,-Mines, Agriculture and Resources. The hon. Minister has 

been up for twenty minutes, diddling along, telling us nothing. This ...._ 

recital of blueberries, land clearing, travelling field men and health of 

animals, and then he spent five minutes on the forest service and said no 

money was being asked for this vote for the forest service. That was very· 

informative after five minutes on the forest service. 

Now Mr. Chairman, that is a pattern of how the minister answered 

the questions in this House. Here was a question asked last year, no. 338. 

During the financial year ending March 31st. '70;~what was the amount of 

expenditure for the purpose of .surveying mineral _resources in the area of the 

proposed Bonne Bay Park, and how many persons or firms were engaged in such 

a survey?" That was a question to the Minister of Mines, Agriculture and 

Resources. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Point of order.Mr. Chairman. 
~--11· 

MR. CROSBIE: No.Mr. Chairman 

MR. CALLAHAN: Point of order.Mr. Chairman. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Do not allow a point of order? 

MR. CROSBIE: Oh no, huh! huh! waste time go ahead. 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman,llBs the examination Qf mineral resources anything 

to do with the forest service. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, we are now on the Department of Mines, Agriculture 

and Resources. There was a question asked - asked about Bonne Bay National 

Park and what was spent on surveying mineral resources. You know what the 

answer was.Mr. Chairman. "Information not available in the Department of 

Finance." Here was a question,addressed to the Minister of Mines, Agriculture 

and Resources.about the Bonne Bay National Park, and what was the cost of 

mineral surveys in that park during the year. The informative answer was:, f 

"information not available from the Department of Finance:• .The Department of 

Finance was not asked for the information. The minister in charge of the 

department was asked. Here.tabled on April 1970, that is the kind of information 

we get from this hon. gentleman. 

Now, there are so many points to discuss in this department, that 493 
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it is hard to do it all in twenty minutes. Let us just take Liechtenstein. 

Questions were tabled last year, "Does the Government keep a recorc! of Wb!) 

has mineral concessions in this Province, and who has forest concessions, 

and who has timber concessions, and does the Government keep a record, does 

the department keep a record? If somebody gets a mineral concession or a . 

timber concession and they transfer it to some other person, sublease it or 

sell it, does the Government have a record of that? We are told that the 

Government does not know. The Government does not know,Mr. ChainMn, whether 

there is a Liechtenstein company that has large forest concessions in 

Labrador. The question was asked last year; information the Government did 

not know, it was not available. 
., 

Is it possible,as was reported in an article in MacCleans 
,. 

Magazine two years apo or a year and a-half ago,that a company.incorporated 

in Liechtenstein.has tremendous concessions in the forest rights and the timber 

of Labrador and the Government does not know it? Apparently it i3. We were 

told that they did not have the information. We are told apparently that 

mining concessions and timber concessions are granted to concessio~aires by 

the Province of Newfoundland, and they can sell them._or transfer theip to whom 

they like and the Government does not know who now has them,according to the 

information that the hon. the minister gives. 

A large part of our forest in Labrador can be controlled by 

a Liechtenstein company,without the Government knowing whether this is so or 

not. We have never had a denial from the Government that the comfany 

incorporated in Liechtenstein,mind you, has got half the forest of Labrador 

somechow, through Mr. Doyle and Melville or Canadian Javelin or sor.iebody, That 

was the story. Never deny it. 

AR HON. MEMBER: Where is that? 

HR. CROSBIE: Liechtenstein is a little principality in E~rope where the hot 

money goes, or some kind of money goes. It is not as big as the Avalon 

Peninsula but it controls half the forest of Labrador, some company incorporated 

in Liechtenstein. The minister ,when he is asked a question about it.says the 

Government cannot comment on it, the Government does not enquire into these 

companies, the Government does not know. Well if our Government ,!oes not 
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record 

AN HON. MllIBER: (Inaudible) ...... 

MR. CROSBIE: The minister,when he answered the question last year. There 

is nothing about the Liechtenstein company. and the minister does TIOt know 

anything about anybody who has mineral concessions or forest conce£sione. 

The Department of Finance does not know ,-that is the answer to thiF question 

about minerals in Bonne Bay Park. I knew the Department of Finance did not 

know, but I thought the minister of the department might know, but he does not 

know. He does not want to know. 

MR. COLLINS: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

Broilers. there are so many topics in the minister's department. 

It is a case where he might know but does not want to say. 

Pardon? He might know, exactly, but he might not wont to say. 

What is the name of that Liechtenstein company? 

I cannot remember the name, it is some l.iechtenstenian name 
--"-

that I could not remember. The hon. minister might remember it. 

THe eggs or ham policy of the Government. 

AN HON. MEMBER: It is the other way round. 

MR. CROSBIE: I have a suspicion that it is going to be changed to chicken 

and chips. Broilers, we have an Egg Marketing Board, I do not buy the eggs 

but I hear rumors that eggs are going up an~ up,instead of coming down and 

down. The egg Marketing Board is doing nothing to lower the price of eggs for 

the consumers of Newfoundland. 
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Mr. Crosbie. 

Newfoundland. Broilers, I believe are chickens in the pluck state. 

We are getting plucked here tonight for $100 million. You might 

call this the broiler debate. We are getting plucked for $100 

million and by 2 a.m. it is all over and we cannot ask anymore quea:iona. 

Here is the broiler policy. The broiler producers of Newfoundland, 

The Newfoundland Broiler Producers Association want a protective tadff 

-

on imported poultry meat. They ~uggest a grading fee or an inspection 

fee, whatever we can get by with under the B,N,A. Act, Why? Fifteen 

per cent of the broilers that we ~onsume here in Newfoundland are produced 

in Newfoundland, 
,, " 

But according to this Evening Telegram editorial-and 

who am I to doubt them, It says; " one of its functions apparently (this 

is a Marketing ~hard) is to protect the producer at the expense of the 

, ... -·-·· 
consumer ?his may well be,while the wholesale price of broil~rs,in 

St. John's.is eight to ten cents a pound higher than Halifax. It ig 

forty-two to forty-four cents against thirty-four cents. The aim of the 

Newfom1dland Broiler Producers Association and the Marketing Board is to 

force up the price of poultry meat to a level that is considered proper 

by the Newfoundland producera,at the expense of the consumer, Well, one 

would expect when the minister asked for $1 million.- what is it? Ah, 

it is poultry, $1,680,000, He might just give us a word on broiler9 and 

how far the consumer in Newfoundland is going to be roasted to benefit 

the broiler producers of Newfoundland. The minister, well we will 1ave 

another chance later on, if there is no election before the budget is 

brought down, 

We have the egg policy and the ham policy, We heard about the 

swine breeding station, We got the egg policy, the chicken policy, We 

have no chip policy yet, The potato farmers of Newfoundland can get precious 

little from the minister. Why is he discriminating aginst the chips. Is 

be a chicken eater and not a chip eater? We have just had a report, a momentous 
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report, Mr. Chairlllal'.I, the Ro~ Commission on Forestry. What a 

flop? It was appointed it 1967. This Royal Conunission laboured 
,.,-

practically three and,half years,and what a mouse it produced. Three 
<I• 

and.half years to produce the Royal Connuission on Forestry that was 

..... 

tabled'here two or three days ago. What a disappointment! What mediocre 

results! A report that one can read in an hour and a-half ,with recommendations 

that any member of the House, who practically knows nothing about forestry, 

could have made the same as that commission made, What a waste thcct has been! 

I do not have the figures here of .what they were paid, Up to last 

year, it was a considerable sum. We will know what the total sum ~slater 

in the year. Compared to the Royal Connuission of 1955, what a miserable 
·--"· 

specimen of an investigation and a report that was. That is the same 

commission that gave an interim report of a page and a-half at ~he 

request of the Premier.recommending that all the forests of _Newfoundland 

be taken over by the Government, At that time, it was thought that 

the Government of Canada - there was a great big·board down at the 

end of this Chamber and the Premier spoke on it hour after hour. Those 

were the days when he did not agree with closure. He spoke for hours 

on a resolution that we take over all the forests of Newfoundland - interim 

report on that Royal Commission. The final report reco11111ends against it. 

The money did not materialize from the Government of Canada. We can 

discuss that in more detail later,but that is one of the major d~sappointments, 

Hr. Chairman, of this session. That spavined,week, strained, not thorough, 

that surface report that was filed by the Royal Commission on foresty. 

What a major disapP.ointment. What a chance they had to recommend something. 

Do they say a word about the woods in Labrador? Do they say a word about 

the third mill? Do they say a word about the fourth mill? No! 3ow can 

a Royal Conanission on Foresty report without discussing the concessions of 

what the third mill has gotten and the fourth mill and the rest cf it? 

What a paltry excuse for a report? The gentleman that signed it - there 
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vas a report here on the Royal Collllllission on Economic Prospects that, 

two or three y~ars ago,the Premier described as ninety per cent tra3h, 

Be was one hundred per cent wrong when he said it. But, if he said 

that this forestry report was ninety per cent trash, he would be well on 

the mark. We do not have time tonight to discuss that in any detail, 

but it is a major disappointment. 

Bonne Bay Park: The Bonne Bay Park . I should leave to my colleague 

here. In fact, I will leave it.to him, But where . are we on the Bonne 

Bay Park? A private members' Resolution was moved here at the first 

session last year. The Government kept it up ·and kept the debate up 

week after we~k.after week, Where are we now on this great Bonne Bay 

Park? We had a document, signed last September over in the Bo~ne Bay 

area - heads of agreements, September, October. What has happened to the 

Bonne Bay Park1 Are the boundaries agreed? What is it going to cost 

to purchase the land? What is going to happen there this year7 N,,body 

can get through the fog of confusion that the minister has created on 

that Bonne Bay Park situation. Where are we on that? 

any information from the minister on that. 

Forestry Concession·and Mineral Concession: 

We do not have 

In the Speech from 

the Throne it was suggested, Mr. Chair,nan, that the Government want 

to extend some mining concessions to certain promoters. Why? We have 

concessions here on forests that were given to Mr, Shaheen and his 

company twelve years ago. Nothing has been dona at Come-by-Chance.on tha~ 

third mill, despite the fact that the people of Newfoundland, 

through their Government,have advanced $2,5 million that was spent at 

Come-by-Chance three years ago,and that is still not the fruition. Instead of 

cancelling the concession and doing it ourselves, having the Government do it 
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or get somebody else to do it, what happened? Last year the 

Government extended the concession for Mr. Shaheen again, after ten, 

or twelve years. What sense is there in that kind of policy? There is 

$2.5 million gone in buildings and so on down at Come-by-Chance. I~ 

1967 in this House, in the Speech from the Throne, we were told Litton 

lndusties had siened a tum-key contract to put up that mill and it 

was going to be finished by the end of the year. It is not there yet. 

What happened to the ·Litton Industries turn-key contract? What happened 

to the two pulp and paper machines that were said to be ordered in 

1967, four years ago? Surely, they are finished construction now, if 

they were ever started. How can the Government expect us to 

believe a word they say with that kind of a record: 
·--"" 

Pollution: Polhtion - this Government are not too much concerned 

about pollution,despite the odd palaver we hear about it because now 

it is a popular, public topic. What is happening in -Labrado~ with 

the mining tailings that are going into the lakes of Labrador, ruining 

the lakes and water of Labrador? The minister said last year tha~ 

the Federal Government, the Department of Fisheries, occasionally does a 

a survey and report on that. What, are we going to allow the watets 

of Labrador to become polluted with the tailings from these iron-ore 

mines? What are we doing to prevent it? It is all going right to those 

waters now, The mintster has not done anything to stop it. The minister, 

by the way, we shold say a good word about the minister. He was vindicated 

today about the wildlife, when .he ordered the wildlife assassinated or 

disposed of there a few months ago.during the summer, because it had 

parasites. They carried parasites. All the parasites in chis Province 

were disposed of. But anyway the minister has been vindicated by the 

O'Dea Commission. We have to congratulate the minister. There will be 

no Government left either. There would not be a person left in this Chamber. 
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But we have to congratulate the minister on that. Apparently, he 

did something right. We have to say, apparently, he did the right 

thing, when he had those poor birds disposed of. How did I get in birds? 

I thought 1 was on pollution. 

We would like to bear a bit more from the minister (I think he :!.s 

the mini.ster in charge) of what active steps have been taken to ensure 

that the lakea of Labrador are not being ruined by the dumping of tailings 

up in Labradort There was a question asked last year: Under the 

..... 

aining legislation. there am supposed to be reports given to the Government. 

Mr, Chairman, as to what has been spent on those concessions. Naturally, 

you would expect that the mining promoters are given concessions and they 

have to agree to spend so many dollars a year. Last year, the minister 
___ ,_ 

did not answer the question. There was one, I was thinking/of, I think it 

was in Parson's Pond and so on. What had NALCO spent under their legislation? 

The answer was that they did not have to make a report until June and June 

had·not arrived. 

Now June has arrived. June of 1970 has arrived. We are now anxiously 

awaiting the minister's WGrd on whether NALCO lived up to its obligations. 

NALCO used to be a Crown corporation, Mzl. Chairman, owned by the 

Newfoundland Government. But the Newfoundland Government gave it 

tremendous concessions. But it was afterwards sold to Mr. Doyle.or a company 

he controlled. We would like to know whether NALCO has actually spent 

the money it had to.under these agreements over the last ten or t~,elve 

years on these concessions or not? We would like to know whether other 

mining companies have done the same. We still do not have that infermation, 

from last year. We still do not have that information from last year. 

The minister gave an answer.yes. He refused the answer. He refused to 

answer it. He said it was not public information, not in the public interest. 
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In the case of the NALCO busineaa, he said the report was not due 

until June 1st., 1971. Well that date is now past • 

. t believe the minlster is making a. note there now. We can 

.... 

expect the information tomorrow. Offshore minerals,tomorrow and tomorrow, 

fro1ll day to day, we expect it tomorrow - offshore minerals. In 1969 

the hon. minister's Government said that we had no rights to the Continental 

Shelf. Newfowidlartd bad no legal or constitutional rights, but we migh.t 

expect that .if oil were found off our shores 1 we might get a little benefit, 

if they brought the oil i4to shore. Now,since then,the Government have gotten __ ,_ 

a bit 1110re backbone. It nows says that we do h•~ a right. The minister 

· ts the minister ;ln charge. The lU.-nister of Julitice would not cobnent on 

what was happening. How do we stand 
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ln relation to that issue: A year and a-half ago Prime Minister Trudeau ·• 

offered a deal to the Maritimes and to the governments involved. He offered 

them that they would share the revenues from these things;with our Government: 

Premier Smallwood immediately said - did not have to hesitate, made his mind 

up immediately - that it was wonderful, what Prime Minister had offered. It 

was wond~rful. Now, something happened between that first reactior. and 

when the House next met, hecause,when the House met,it was not so wonderful 

at all. What is the position, are we taking our claim to the Supreme Court 

of Canada? Have we rejected Mr. Trudeau's offer,of eighteen months ago,to 

share the revenues from oil and gas that might be found off our shores, Or 

have we packed it in altogether? The hon. Minister is going down to Louisiana 

on a very dangerous trip, next week. It may be after he visits the oil rigs 

in Louisiana he will visit the beaches of Florida, or one of the condominium 
--". 

down in Florida,with his colleagues,and get a few days respite in the sun, 

from the onerous duties of not providing information in this House. 

Does not the Minister feel that he might give us .a bit ~f info~mation on 

our own oil and gas resources? We know they have oil rigs in Louisiana and 

the fact,if the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and I were invited,we would make 

it an all-party trip. AS long as we did not have to sleep with the Hon. Minister, 

We could have our own room. So, when the Minister comes back from !.ouisiana, 

could he just bring us up-to-date on our own little oil business off the coast 

of Newfoundland! We have heard that the Minister performed a duty beyond all 

comprehension. He want to Nova Scotia and looked at something they were 

building in Halifax Shipyards,for AMICO, •ne of the big oil companies, attd 

has reported to AMICO that it is safe enough for them to put off on the Grand 

Banks. Could I just cease,with one final wish? That the MinisteT not spend 

a month on that oil ~rilling platform. It might be a bit too dan~erous,ve do 

not want the Minister to guarantee, we just want the Minister to give us some 

information. The Minister is looking so pleasant this session I think he is 

going to provide us with a lot of deliRhtful information.Mr. Chair111an. 
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MR.HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, just two points arising out of the Mini~ter'a 

information and comments~ I would like to draw to the attention of t~e Committee. 

First, under the heading of Mine Inspection. This House and this Government 

has had before it now,for two years or it will be two years September coming, 

the Report of the Royal Commission on Radiation and Safety.in the mines at 

St. Lawrence. That is a pretty far-reaching report. It is a report that 

has running through it, all the way through it, one very simple theme. A 

theme that the Government of this Province is not prel)ared to accept. 

That is a theme that St. Lawrence has to be treated and must be treated as 

a special area, t _hat no Government or no Minister should hide behind the 

shield or protection that anything we do in the mines of St. Lawrenc.e will 

create a precedent in mining operations in other parts of this Province, 

This has not been accepted. Ever so often we hear in this House another 

statement,from some Minister,that would give the indication that~the 

recommendations of this Commission are being accepted or considered or, if 

somebody else will help us,we will take the next step. But it is n£arly two 

years.Mr. Chairman, since this report was filed. It is not a report that is 

hard to comprehend, the recommendations are straightforward. The findin,is 

cannot be contradicted. But, still today,a year and a-half late~we find 

ourselves in a position where the Minister of Mines is not preoared to go 

all the way with the recommendations of that report, in so far as th€ monitoring 

of the mines in St. Lawrence are concerned. This Committee will recall that 

the Commission,in its report,recommended that there be two permament civil 

servants trained as monitoring technicians in the mines at all times. 

Nottto quote the Commission's Report,that the company and its employee~ 

are not competent to monitor ~ut rather because the oeople of St, Lawrence¥ 

after enduring thi~ty years of ap'Palling and criminal neglect by the Governm_ent 

of the day,are entitled,morally ~ntitled;to :~;assurante that whoever is doing 

the inspection will be absolutely •free from :any outside pressures. The Trade 
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Union in St. Lawrence, the St. Lawrence Workers Protective Union,still ar;-

not satisfied,as of March 1, 1971, at least they were not satisfied. Again 

we,,have had a halfway measure ,we have had an undertaking from the Minister 

that he will keep the one technician there now. That now after two years -

not two years,four years - because he was appointed at the time the Commission 

was appointed - after four years he is now going to be a permanent Civil 

Servant and that he will supervise and will train the other monitors and 

technicians who are employed by the company. That Mr. Chairman, points up to 

me very clearly that there has been no change of philosophy, no acceptance 

by Government of what that report is all about. That report,as I said earlie~ 

simply means that St. Lawrence must be regarded and must be accepted as a 

special area,with special circumstances,entit~ed to special treatment. This 

is not the kind of treatment that we expect this House or Government to accord --· 
the people and the miners in St. Lawrence. 

Last week we had a statement from the - a ridiculous statement - a foolish 

statement - from the Hon. the Act;lntf Mlnistetl of Labour, with. respect to St. 

Lawrence. He aaid~the Government of this Province will not wait any longer to 

hear from the Seibert family in New York as to whether they will contribute to 

a fund that was recommended by this Commission on the safety in the mines at 

St. Lawrence," 

'We will now go to the Government of Canada and.,if the Governe,nnt o.f 

Canada is prepared to contribute then we will contribute. Eighteen months 

later the Government of this Province is about to get around to writing a 

letter to the Government of Canada,and saying{will you contribute: Pure, 

simple,unadulterated bluff, -an attempt to lead the people of St. Lawrence 

further down the garden path, Mr. Chairman~and they are not ~oing to be led 

and they deserve bet~er treatment. They deserve something better than an 

occasional smile from the Minister and an occasional attempt to visit St, 

Lawrence or a cursory visit to the mining industry in that area. 
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Mr. Chairman, the Minister,in itemizing the estimates or the requirenients 

for this particular vote,referred to the Clean Air,Vater and Soil Aet that 

was passed in this House last year, That was supposed to be the beginning 

of the end. That was going to clear up the pollution in Newfoundland. As 

one of the sert!Lor officials,responsible for the administration of this,told 

me recently,the preamble is great. It makes fine reading. It is probably 

the most ineffective piece of'legislation that has been passed in this House 

in a long long time, _ because here is what happens,Mr.Chairman. A community 

suddenly finds itself with a serious pollution problem. It finds that an 

industry or it finds that a hennery or a piggery or something is plunked 

down smack in the centre of a',_community. It is obvious that this is an 

offensive and unne~essary industry,placed unnecessarily in the centre of a 

community1when_~t ean be put outside. 

io, you make application to the Minister or you make application to the 
~ 

Clean Air and Water Authority. You say, "here is an element of pollution, 

here is something that is offensive,will you take the necessary action to 

prevent this from coming to pass in the cmnmunityl Or 
9
if it is already in 

operation,as it is in many cases,will you order it'stopped7 Will you order 

the owners to desist? Will you tell him that he has to take this hennery or 

this piggery and put it outside of the boundaries or put it out in open country1 

But what ts the procedure that has to be followed? The procedure that is 

followed,Mr. Chairman, is that this is referred to the Department of Health. 

The Department of Health has to send out its inspectors and find out whether 

or not this is a health hazard. tf the report comes back that thi~ is not a 

health hazard but that it is very offensive,it may be as offensive as the 

problem that existed in your district Mr. Chairman, two years ago,in Isle au 

Morts,where people ~ere actually getting sick,but it was not a hea:th hazard. 

They were throwing up~they could not breathe. Some of them had to move from 

their homes that were close to the plants. But it could not be de!ined as a 

health hazard. Therefore 
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MR. HICKM.AN: if it is not defined as a health hazard, then it is not 

the one at Isle aux Morts, then it is not pollution. Then it cannot 

come out of the control of The Clean Water and Authority Act, or Soil 

Act. Now what is this clean air? When it was introduced in this House we 

were told this is going to purify everything. This is going to prevent 

the fellow from putting the henery in the middle of town, and polluting 

the air and being offensive to his neighbours. But none of this is happening. 

There are. no tee'th in that Act, What teeth are in there, the minister is 

not prepared to use them. And this piece of Legislatien that was passed 

last year, Mr. Chairman, and the publicity that ensued· therefrom has turned 

out to be a great disappointment to Newfoundlanders. 

You know we have long since passed the stage where a community in 

Newfoundland is going to be so anxious to get an industry, be it a henne~y 

or a pig~~l'.Y., that they _will put up with anything just to get it. This __ ... 

sort of thing no longer prevails. People want the right to live with 

comparative purity in their own community, and we look to the~minister 

to protect us. His failure has been abysmal . There has b~en no action taken 

to enforce the Act, if it is enforceable. But, still we hear again tonight 

that monies are needed to curb :pollution. 

The hon, minister 1 in his address to this House tonight,gave us no 

indication as to what steps are being taken by the Government of this 

~rovince to prevent pollution in the refinery development, if anc when it 

is built at C0111e-by-Chance. Last year.when this was raised in the House, 

we were told that as far as the pollution of the bay was concerned and 

the waters around it, and there was some doubt about the air, th:.s came 

under Federal jurisdiction. And that the Government of Canada was going 

to look after, but we were not prepared to sit back and wait unt i l the 

Government of Canada slowly, but surely got around to passing the necessary 

Legislation. We had this Bill here now. We were tzoing to do something 

about it. Now what has been done? What has been done by the Province at 

Come-by-Chance? What has been done by the minister in Stephenville to 
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MR HICKMAN: pr~vent unnecessary pollution of the land1 Aa far as I know 

nothing has been done. There may be a very good reason why nothing has_J,een 

done insofar as the waters of C0tne-by-Chance are concerned! . because, 
I. -

despite what the hon. Premier told us earlier tonight, as late as ten 

o'clock tonight, the hon, Arthu~ Laing has once:ag~in come back and 

confirmed that . the Government in Newfoundland have to guarantee the cost 

of that ~1harf at Come-by-Chance. . Maybe the problem will not arise, because 

--~ybe. the wharf will not be built. 

But surely, Mr. Chairman, we learned a pretty expensive lesson in ERCO. 

We le,irne4 a lesson, we learned how to avoid a problem that was 

avoidable at the time, if this House had been prepared to put into 

legislation what was intended to go in it at the beginning, and that was 

to impose an absolute obligation on ERCO to use all modern method~ to 

crub pollution. But this did not suit the company, so it did not go . in. 

Hon. mem~ers will recall when we were debating the Shaheen Bill here, 

. during a special session in July, that during the second read:l,pg debate 

I gave notice that I would ask leave to amend that Bill.when it went 

into Committee stage,to put in anti-pollution clauses. And there was 

great nodding of agreement from the Government side. Then we adjourned 
' 

for the night. And Mr. Shaheen took hold, and the next day,when we came 

in,the marching orders had been given. No anti-pollution section~ went 

in. The motion was made. It was defeated by Government. And now are we 

going to sit back and rely on the assurance from the hon. ministe~ that it 

has all been taken care of, taken care of the same way that I;RCO •~as 

taken care of~ Is that the way it is been taken care of? 

No, Mr. Chairman, if the hon. minister is going to come in here and 

ask this House to ~lindly vote him Interim Supply, and if he is g~ing to ~ell 

us he needs some of the money in connection with his pollu~ion control and 

clean, air and water and soil Act, then this committee is entitled to some 
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MR. HICIQ,tAN: explanation,to some assurance that what the minister is beinR 

paid to do is being done. So far every indication is that nothing is 

being done. So far every indication is that we have a piece of useles~ 

legislation on our Statute Books. It is not being enforced and~even if 

they try to enforce it, it is not capable ~f effective enforcemer.t in 

any event. 

Mr. Chairman, this is why we on this side of the House believe that 

we are not being unreasonable. That we are not being inquisitive. just 

for the sake of being inquisitive, when we say that a minister c~mes in 

and looks for, I do not know how much the Minister of Mines is looking for, 

but whatever it is, a great deal more than he is entitled to. That whatever 

he is looking for that. we are entitled to have something better than a 

rough outline of what his department is doing. We can find that by looking 

in last year's estimates. We know the various headings that are contained 

under Mines, Agricultu~e and Resources. But, this House is entitled to 

know more tha; that. It is entitled to know how this money is going to be 

spent. But, the hon. mtnister sits over there smilinp,, prote~ted under 

the cloak of closure, knowin~ that when it comes tw~ o'clock he can walk 

out of here, Nobody can say anything about it, The debate is over. Freedom 

has been destroyed, and he has got his money in Qi& pocket and he can spend 

it the way he wishes. This is not what parliament is all about,~r. Chairman. 

MR. H. R. V. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, just a few words on this particular vote. 

I would like particularly to refer to the Division of Mines. It seems to 

me, Mr. Chairman, that mines in this country and this Province have a 

peculiar ability to arouse a tremendous amount of interest at the time 

when they are required to do so. What I mean by that is that this Government 

and those with whom. it is associated have a great habit of making tremendous 

announcements about mines which are ~oing to be developed here, there and' 

everywhere, just at crucial times to take peoples minds of. other problems 

which the Government would rather that people were not aware of or not 
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MR. EARLE: thinking of. 

I recall,for instance just as an illustration.a few years ar,o, there 

was a super,great announcement about a mine in a little settlement in the 

district . which I represent, a place called Rencontre East. This was 

suppose to be a great discovery and the Premier came out with a tremendous 

announcement about how that was going to be something tremendous. It 

so happens that,that day in this House Mr. Doyle,who controls the mineral 

concessions in that area.was in the House. And as it was going to effect 

my part of the Province, I went outside these doors and spoke to Mr. 

Doyle and asked him: Jis there any real truth in these statementE and 

these announcements that have been made?' The hon. gentleman toltl me outside 

of this House, "yes, this is no exaggeration whatsoever, that particular 

part of Fortune Bay,aro,md Rencontre East,wlll be bigger than Comer Brook." 

And I was foo~ enough to believe him, at the time. I thought this was just 

a tactic which was used. Now the unfortunate sequents of thi! sort of think, 

and this pretains to a lot of the nonesense which the, 6overnment have made, 

that the people in that particular area were becoming despondent and may well 

have gone somewhere else to seek gainful-employment or at least in their 

own settlement would have had gotten down to the fisheries. But , they 

were built up with the expectation that this mine would develop and they have 

been living in h~pes(this is now four or five years ago) that this would 

come. And they stay in this place, and they hope and hope and hope that 

these promises of the Government will come about. I think it is the most 

dastardly and disgraceful thing of which this Government have been guilty, 

to build up peoples hopes on false promises, which they know theMselves 

at the time will ~ever materialize. This thing was a complete f~asco 

and should have never been announced. . .. 

This sort of tactic is ~oing on right up to today. There was another 

instance when the whole Cabinet en masse went down to inspect the oil well 

at Parson's Pond, I was one of the party. We went dawn at quite a lot of 

expense and carried into the interior by helicopters and so on, ue saw an 

old fellow with a little ri~ that I think 111Ust have had come ou'.: of the 
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MR. EARLE: Arc. And, believe me the oil that we saw there that day 

would hardly r,rease the monkey wrenches that was hoisting the drill. 

But, this was built up as being the great discovery, the P-reat thin~ '

that~ I do not know what the shares of that company went up over, all these 

announcements, but still this was going to be the future of Newfoundland. 

Now not so long ar,o in the same dramatic trend and in the same 

dramatic way of tryin~ to fool our people, you ~et ~reat announcements 

about the uranim\U!l discoveries on the Burin Peninsula. There is a chap 

called "Happy'," apparently his picture was in the paper and so on. 

He has gone down there and this was tremendous, his name was ''Rapp)l," 

I do not know why, but he looked most unhappy in his picture, But anyhow 

he went down there and he mRde a tremendous discovery, so this was built 

up. The Mayors of the town down there got all excited, this is the comin~ 

industry for that part of Newfoundland and they were oh! dcli~hted and 
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MR. EARLE: 

delighted and charmed about it all but now recently Mr. Happy apparently 

is not quite so happy because he is beginning to blame hie failure to be 

able to do anything in that area on Ottawa but apparently there is someth.!_ng 

in a White Paper or something that prevents him from going any further. 

So this sort of tactic, build people up to great expectations and then 

let them down, pull the rug out from under their feet. Why on earth 

announcements.have to be made1 particularily in connection with mines and 

so on in this Province1 to build up peoples hopes 1when this is only being 

done for pure political purposes•, I can never understand. ~t is the most 

cruel and deceitful outrageous tactic. 

The same thing, of course, applies to oth~r segments of the hon. 

Minister's department, the forest,:y progranune which, of course, is 

associated with the mills and so on. We heard so much a few years ago 

about the Third Mill, my hon. colleague,who is not here at the moment, 

the member for Burin,and I drove out the Trans Canada Highway the other 
_ ... ,._ 

day and,. out of. c~~i_oaity · f-B we were going along where these three signs 

" said, "Newfoundland Refining Company, Newfoundland Chemical Company and 
-) 

so on, ;there is now being erected a super-duper colossal sign. This is 

great tactics. It is quite close to the highway, it is probably within 

limits that the Trans Canada does not permit, but still there is a 

tremendous sign going up there and this,! imagine,will be painted in 

gaudy colours and it will predict the great things that are about to take 

place here, This will all be done nicely1 just before the election. They 

1Dight as well write across the bottom of that sign, "And vote Liberal" 

because this is the purpose of all this build-up. 

My colleague and myself went down the road,at that time.tc see what 
. 

was going on down there because we had heard that there was some activity 

stiring in that area. There were a few fellow~ on bulldozers,puEhing somt 

bog along. There was a barrier across what I believe was~ public road and 

the chap on the gate sort of looked at us rather suspiciously because he 

probably thought we were some of these spys, the type of epys that the 

Premier referred to, but he looked at us and thought that we might be spys 
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and so on,8ut,regretfully, I suppose,he felt that we did not look to sinister 

so he let us through. Now we drove down the road and we saw a bit of bog 

being pushed around and so on,and possibly there are a few men working there ..... 
at the present time, a long, long way from the thousand or so that we are 

going to get there but still there are a few men working, So we went on a 

little way and I had not been down there before but there is a concrete 

building. This I understand is what there is of our $2.5 million collars 

that was supplied for the Third Paper Mill. 

Now this concrete building,! will venture to bet anyon~dic not 

cost $2.5 million~ tt certainly does not look like it. It is a shell-I 

think1and it is probably not finished inside,but it is a concrete building. 

This is the Third Paper Mill that we were told so much about a few 

years ago. Now this is all very fine tactics and very appealing when 

people are trying to fool other people but what we have to remember is we 

are now talking about sums of money ~hich the Minister of Mines, Agriculture 

and Resources I°i asking for1 and in that mill itself or the pretence of a 

mill there was $2.5 million of our peoples' money invested four, ~ive or 

six years ago. The Government has been crying about tight money, '. rhey 

did not have this to do the me~gres~ little things for our peopl~. There 

is $2.5 million sitting out there,which at the present rates of interest 

which the Government has to pay on money which is borrowed since tnen and 

at that time,is probably close to being worth $4. million. An awf~l lot 

could have been done for our people with that $4. million that is now 

sitting idlely out there,and there does not appear to be any likelihood 

in the conceiveable future that anything else will happen for some time 

to come. 

I think there is enough trouble,as has been evidenced by remarks 

' that have been passed in this session of the House,to get the oil refinery
1 

off the ground,.. well, the same peopl~ are involved. So there is certainly 

no indication that until the oil refinery gets launched,and gets going, 

and that is a pretty big project,that there is going to be anythir.g at all 

done about this Third Paper Mill. So here we have now probably w1'.at is 
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worth $4. million of the peoples' money sitting out there at Come-by-Chance, 

just eating up its interest and so on,with no value whatever to the 

Newfoundland people. It maybe a nice looking monument but monuments we «:.!n 

do without. 

The subject of clean air and the avoidance of pollution and so on, 

· I think is a very interesting subject today, to most people. There is an 

awful lot sai~ about it, probably a great deal said by people who know 

nothing at all about it.r It is again built up into a dramatic sort of 

thing1which interests people,and everybody gets excited about and ao on.· 

But if the stories that we hear and if the predictions that we get , about 

the oil drilling rigs which are going on the Gra~d Banks,and so on are 

anywhere near the truth,there is every need that we watch these developments 

with the closest possible scrutiny because we have seen what has .,happened 

in other parts of the world, we have read about them and know what terrific 

danger there is in this,when these hugh multimillion dollar rigs get going. 
· --'-

Well now we are told in this House that this is all under control, 

because the Premier and his party have been asked, they have been invited 

by the oil barons to go down,off the Gulf of Mexico or somewhere down in 

New Orleans,and have a look at these things. Well, when I heard the 

Premier make this announcement it struck me, "Oh, ,boy here we go again." 

The way it was built up I am sorry that more people did not hear it 

because this was; "I have been :S.nvited to go by these fellows, these 

biggest company in this, the biggest company in that. They are going to 

send their own jet planes. They are going to take us out, we are going to 

see this, that and the other thing." It is the typical approach that we 

have had so many years,to industry and development in this Province. 

As I said the other day in this House,a group of Cabinet Ministers 

going down there will have a lovely holiday, they w111 be enterta~ned, 

wined and dined and they will not know an oil rig from a p~s~·hole digger 

by the time they are finished. What this Government should do,if they 

were serious about this matter, we have people here in this Provi,ce who 

know something about this particular project, we have pollution people at 
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the University, we have people who are very familiar with the progress.6f 

the oil drilling programmes, the Government could quite well stay home 

and attend to . the business which is necessary to do in this House, Send_ 

these people who know far more now than the Government will ever know,if 

they make fifty trips to this particular area,and take their advice.But 

our Government does not do things that way, Oh no,they have to go off 

down to the Gulf of Louisiana or somewhere. you will see the Premier coming 

ashore with a helmet on and the bags and a pair of overalls and oil 

spattered all over the place. This will be wonderful stuff, He really 

knows the answers to the thing but,in the meantime,the people who could 

know and could advise will not be listened to. 

These are the sort of tactics., in the approach to new industry,which 

are such a_fal~e and misleading way in which we have approached everything 

in this Province. So, Mr. Chairman, I have nothing more to say on this 

particular vote. We have already used up a lot of time but I can only app~al 

--'. 
to the Minister, the hon,:Minister,that when he gets this vote,which is 

going to go through tonight because we have no means of stoppin8 it. The 

most dastardly thing which ever has taken place in the history of Newfound

land took place in this House tonight,and it is all tried to be covered 

up by nice,polite,little speeches from the other side. This is a tactic 

which these people are using, your Government is using, Before this 

closure measure came in,there was almost stony silence on the other side, 

for the last two or three days. We could not get a beep out them,cxcept 

the Minister of Education,who did give a reasonable explanation of his 

votes,but we could not get the others on their feet, 

~ut now tonight there is a good audience, the deed has been done 

and you see the Ministers and the men on the other side rising. T~is is 

all done for the purpose of camouflaging what really has been the most 

dastardly action in the history of this House, the vote of ~losure which 

means that 4ebate has been cut off and limited to twenty minutes each,to 

people on this side. We still have $60. million or $70 •.. million dollars 

to discuss but no,we will not have time to discuss this. This will be 

t14 



March 30th, 1971 Tape 122 JM - 5 

MR. EARLE: 

closed at 2 o'clock the coming morning. What has been talked about has been 

talked about and the rest will pass. As I started to say the Minister 

will,because of this vote of closure,get this money there is no doubt that 

this has to go through now. All that we can urge upon him from this side 

of the House;that he look a little bit into the record of the past,of how 

the money of this Province has been spent and how so much of it has been 

wasted and how so much of it is still being wasted. This Province is in 

a state financially where it cannot afford to squander one dollar and yet 

the Government will carry on.merrily on its way,as if there is no end to 

it. Of course the end of tight money has come. It was tight for three 

years and we borrowed three times as much as we did in all the time since 

Confederation,but this was tight money. What will it be now? Now that 

money is loose how much will they borrow, how much will they spend and 

how ma~h will they squander? 

May I urge upon the particular Minister of this Department,who has 

a grave responsibility fo-r the development of the resources _ of this 

Province,that he look at each one of his votes very carefully, 1£ he will 

not permit the Opposition to do so.and spend it 
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MR. EARLE: with the utmost care. It is the money of th«t>eople of this 

Province, not his own, not the Govemment's, but the money of the people-Qf 

this Province of Newfoundland. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is true. It is perfectly true, I am going down to 

Louisianna next week, I will be there I think on Wednesday and Thursday and 

part of Friday, and I will be accompanied by a number of my collea~ues in the 

Cabinet, and a number of Deputy Ministers, and a number of others na well. 

For example, the dean of engineering, Dean Bruno of the engineerinr. college, 

the ~niversity1 is coming, Mr. Oakley,the general manager of our anti-pollution 

organization. Mr. Oakley is a Newfoundlander from Greenspond. He waa~I believe, 

_ ~he superintend-ant of some 2,000 producing oil wells and gas wells in 

Western Canada1 for Imperial Oil, He is now our general manager,in charge of 

our board that is organized to prevent pollution or to end it. 

We are bringing with us also the Deputy Minister of Mines, Mr. __ .,,,_ 

Dover, One of our top _ranl_t~~g officials in f~~~erjea,Mr, R~p~rt . ?rince. : We 

are bringing with us also Mr. Etchegary, representing the whole- frozen fish 

trade and industry of our Province, He is going along as well. We are going, 

· I think~about fourteen in all, and we are to be the guests of a number of 

companies in Louisianna, and I am to be the guest.of the Governor and the 

Lieutenant Governor of Louisianna, and the Mayor of New Orleans. They are 

sending their planes for us, and we are to be their guests in Louisianna, and 

they are going to send us back in their planes. 

Why have I invited, it is obvious why I would have invited some 

of my coleagues, but why have I invited Mr, Prince? Mr. Rupert Prince of the 

Fisheries Development Authority of this Province, one of the greatest fishery 

experts we have in the Province, indeed, in all of Canada, Why have I invited 

Mr. Etchegary? And why have they ao gladly accepted the invitation? Because, 

because of two things. One, Louisianna is a coastal state.border!ng on the 

ocean, and it has a big fishery, a big fishery, one of the biggest. fisheries 

in North America. They have another thing,which we are getting to think in 

Newfoundland just does not fit into a fishery, namely a great off-shore oil 

industry . 
516 



March 30, 1971, Tape 123, Page 2 -- apb 

How do fish and oil drilling rigs, and oil producing rigs mix? 

How do they mix together out on the ocean? We are having one oil rig 

being towed now to be moored off the shore of Newfoundland,one hundred and 

twenty miles from Cape Race. One, one rig, cost fourteen or fifteen million 

dollars to build, and to tow it out slowly and moor it, anchor· it, and then 

start drillin~ for oil and gas. One, one rig • . Off . the coast of Nova Scotia 

at the moment there are I think three, three rigs operating, drilling. Off 

the coast of Louisiana there are four thousand rigs, about half or more than 

half of them drilling to try to find oil and gas, and rather fewer than few 

of them having found oil or gas are now producin~ wells. Four thousand. 

When you look out,at night, and see those four thousand platforms 

out to sea, lit up, it is like a city lying off the coast of Louisiana. There 

you have that enormous oil drilling and oil producing activity goi~g on 

twenty-four hours a day, never stopping. There in the same water precisely 

you have one of~the·world's biggest fisheries going on night and day. Together 

side by side, simultaneously. Does that interest us in Newfoundland? Does 

that interest us? Should we ignore that? What would be said of me if I had 

said," I do not think so, no thank you very much, no I will not accept your 

invitation, no I will not go down there." What would I deserve as the Leader 

of this Province? What would I deserve? I.would deserve to be kicked out. 

So I did accept, and gladly accepted the invitation,and I am going. I am not 

going alone, there will be thirteen others with me from Newfoundland,going 

down there. Now what are we going to do when we get there? We are going to 

do two things. Number one, we are going to find out about oil ri~s, platforms, 

bperating off the~ land in the salt water. Number two, we are going to find 

out~n connection with those oil rigs, four thousand of them, we are going to 

find out what exactly do they do to prevent pollution. 

On the~Crosbie''the other day last week, there were twO men, two 

scientists on board •••• 

AN HON. MEMBER: The boat? 

MR. S~.ALLWOOD : The b_oat ~crosbie"yes. There were two scientists on board 

from AMICO, ibis is the company that is now towing the oil rig,t~ go 120 

~ .. 7 
,.: ...L. 
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miles off shore. These ·two men were there doing scientific research, hourly, 

every daylight hour of the day, from dawn in the morning until dark, ~estjng 

ice and experimenting on ice, because they are going to have to deal with 

ice. What happens if a great iceberg comes along? Is it possible to throw 

a cable around an iceberg and tow her 100 feet one side,so that she will no.t 

run into the o~l rig? What is the weight of an iceberg? How porous is the 

ice? What is the character of the ice as it comes farther south? They are 

making.this research. 

I talked to them by the hour after dark at night, and I said, 

"You put a drill down, it goes down, fifteen, eig_hteen hundred, three thousand 

feet from the ocean floor down, and you find oil, and the oil comes up 

through the pressure, the pressure drives it up,when you puncture the earth, 

the oil squirts up and you cap~t, you put it in a pipe, and the pipe comes up 

through the water,to the surface, whatever is the depth of that water, 100 
---"· 

fathoms, 50 fathoms, or what ever it is." I said, -~uppose now an iceberg 

does come along and sheer:soff that pipe above the land, down atJthe bott~ffl nf 

the ocean, are you not going to have millions of gal~ons of oil gushing up 

into the ocean and polluting the oceans and ruining our fishery?" He said 

"No." "Why not?" He said, "Twenty or thirty feet below the land there are 

valves and pipes which are automatic, and if it is sheered off, automatically 

they close." We are going_down to see how four thousand oil rigs can operate 

without polluting the ocean. We are going to find out. We are going down to 

find out what has happened to the fishery down there. I am told by people 

from Louisiana that there is more fish now than there were. That the presence 

of the rigs seem to have increased the number of fish, reems to have increased 

the number of fish, and the productiqn of fish. 

I have heard it said that when a ship sinks,if it is jn waters, 

where there are fish,any, that when a ship sinks that that ~hip becomes a aort 

of clustering spot for the breeding of fish ••••••• 
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I am told that the same thing applies to the oil rigs, But somehow 

the oil rigs which go down to the bottom, the oil rigs attract 

fish for breeding and there has been a great increase in the yield, 

in the growth of fish in Louisiana, Now, I do not know, but I will know. 

When I- come back to this House, after Holy Week, I will know. There 

will be other ministers here who will know, because we are going to deal 

with the heads of the fishing industry of Louisiana. We are going to 

meet with .them. We are going to meet with the heads of the anti-pollution 

people of Louisiana of the Government of that great state. We 

are going to meet with the head of the Convervation Organization of 

Louisiana. We are going to meet them. We will bring back an 
·--'; 

enormous amount of information and it will not cost the people or 

the Government of this Province one nickel, Now should we have gone 

or not? I will leave it to the committee to decide, 

Now it is true, I will only want to deal with one other point 

and that is the third mill. or would you call it the fourth mill? 

The third mill, I prefer to call it. I call Stephenville the fourth. 

The third mill - it is true, It is undeniable that there has been 

considerable delay in getting it going, as there was considerable 

delay to get the oil refinery going. There were people who were 

willing to swear by Heaven and Earth that it never would get goii,g, 

A good many of those who so swore hoped desperately that their prophecy 

would come true, that it would never get going. 

In 1909 an effort was stared to get a big paper mill built 

in Corner Brook, In 1909 in 1913, four years later,this House passed 

the Newfoundland Products Act,giving the concessions for the starting 

of a great paper mill and other things in Comer Brook. In 1923 

the mill was begun to be built. In 1909, 1913, 1923 - it took a long 
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time to get that paper mill in Corner Brook - a good many years. Fcurteen 

years it took. It is taking about the same amount of time to get the 

paper mill in Come-by-Chance. The hon. gentleman from Fortune Bay 

says , he was there the other day and he saw a concrete building. He 

should get glasses. He should get new glasses. He should get his 

glasses attended to. I do not see bow it was possible for him to see 

that big concrete buD.ding and not see the other one that lies immed~ately 

beside. It is not one concrete building. It is two that are there as 

part of the paper mill. 

This mill has been delayed for the hst three, four years by 

the fact that the promoters of it, the Shaheen Organizatbn,in New York, 

have devoted their time exclusively to getting the oil refinery going. 

Gods knows that never in Canada's history, never was any industry started 

against such obstacles, such vile and villianous opposition, ~uch 

traitorous and treacherous opposition as there was to that great oil 

refinery project. The efforts, the time and the energies of the 

Shaheen Organization for four years have been devoted exclusively, until 

very recently,to getting the oil refinery going. Because they had to make 

contracts. They were making contracts month after month slowly, painfully 

building up their contracts with the consumers. It was no use producing 

100,000 barrels of oil a day, 100,000 barrels, 365 days a year, if 

you have not got customers to buy it. That is what they set out tc do. 

Everyone they went to would look at them in astonishment and say; 'You 

are not taking about that notorious oil refinery that has been knocked 

and condemned up there in Canada are you?" Yes, that is the ·one I am talking 

about.• 

Now the oil refinery is off the ground,and do not sneer ct the 

handful of 100 or 120 men working there today. Do not sneer at thnt. You will 
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not sneer a month from now, still less two months from now and far less 

three months from 1and four months from now you will be ashamed you sneered 

today. 

Now that the oil refinery is off the ground, the Shaheen . ' 
Organiza;ion, with a tenacity that defies defeat, with a tenacity t~at 

lnvokesevery instinct of my imagination, are endeavouring to bring to - --· . -

-

final fruition the great new paper mill in Come-by-Chance. Now their 

present planning and efforts are directed to a paper mill in Come-by-Chance, 

making 600 tons of newsprint paper a day - 600 tons a day of news, newsprint 

~ " ; ,, 
paper. The kind of paper the Evening Telegram, the Daily News are printed 

on - newsprint paper. Also, 600 tons a day, also in addition to the 
' ---'. 

600 tons of paper a day, another 600 tons a day of fully bleached - fully bleached, 

not semi, because there is a semi-bleach but this is fully bleach~d Eulfate pulp -

not sulfite. - Sulfate,which is in substantial demand in_the world and it commands 

a good price and without which, I am told by the Shaheen people, without 

which . it might be considered to be hazardous today to build a paper mill alone, 

without the fully-bleached sulfate pulp mill as part of the same enterprise. 

This will amount to 1,200 tons a day production,which is almost exactly the 

same as the production of the great mill in Corner ~rook, except that the 

division would not be · the same. In Come-by-Chance, it would be 600 and 600 -

1,200 divided in half. In Corner.Brook it is more, I think, the case of 

1,000 tons a day of paper and a couple of hundred tons a day of pulp. I 

do not think it is fully-bleached sulfate pulp. Is it all paper now? They 

are not making any pulp, So, it is all paper - 1,200 tons a day. Whereas, 

in Come-by-Chance, they will start of with 600 tons a day of paper and another 
I 

600 tons a day of fully-bleached sulfate pulp. 

That will require each year 500,000 cords of pulp wood, ha:. f a 

million cords. In the mill and in the bush and on the roads,trucking, there 

will be approximately 3,000, jobs,if as and when that enterprise gets off the ground. 
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Now, I hope there is no one in NewfoundlandJ I hope there 

is not a l~ving soul, unless it be a couple of thoroughly narrow-visioned 

and selfish people who have some kind of a special stake of their own, 

I hope. except possibly for that, I hope there is no one in Newfoundland 

hoping, wishing that this will not come to pass. If it does not, 

it will be bad for the Liberal Government. It will be bad for the Liberal 

Party. It will be bad. if it does not come to pass. I hope 

that,not for that reason ~or for any reason will there be found- anyone 

in our Island home or Labrador who would hope for the failure and 

the defeat of our effort to get this great enterprise going. There 

were those who openly, gleefully did their damdest, the most damnable, 

to kill the o:t1~refinery,and they failed. Thanks be to God. they failed/ 

Now I hope that there is no one so miserable. so unp~triotic, 

as to hope for the failure of this great paper mill, becN1se if it 

comes, it is 3,000 Newfoundlanders getting jobs. We need those j~bs. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I would like to remind the hon. the Premier that the time 

1[s up. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Time is up. Well the two things I stood up to say, actually, 

I have now said,and I hope that this vote will pass. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Chairman, 

• 
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Mill .. J. NOLAN: Mr. Chainnan ~ you will notice no doubt that it seems when 

someone on this side of the House has an opportunity just to say someth_J.ng 

at all,that we have some indication of the arrogance that we are often 

accused of over here, often times, when the very same people who have 

made such accusations towards us, 

l have listened very attentively to what has been said in relation to 

some facts, as stated by my hon. colleague, the Minister of Mines, A~riculture 

and Resources. Particularly in reference to the possibility of the 

disco~ery of oil off shore of this Province. AB a politican, as a 

Newfoundlander, and as an elected member of this House, I cannot possibly 

conceive why we can hear statements in this House that would sup,~est that 

there is some subversive, something rotten, something despicable about 

any group such as those that the hon. the Premier outlined,going to a place 

called Louisiana and for the purposes which. he mentioned. 

Is ther€-'anyone in this House at all, who will not admit that for 

God's sake,we deserve one break in this Province? And I mean~one good 

break. 

MR, CROSBIE : Do not come back} Do not come back! 

MR. CHAIR!-'.AN: Order, please! 

MR SMALLWOOD: A break at least for the defeated ones, the eternal losers. 

The only hope he has is that I will die. For spite, I will not. I will 

hang her on for those four years. , .· 
MR. NOLAN: Is it not amazing, Mr. Chairman, that a man who l,as aspired 

to take over the Leadership of this Province , who wanted to be the Leader 

of the Liberal Party and tried to convince everyone in this Province that 

J_ie was the only one to do it, can now · - it is relative, as the hon. member 

with the wiskers was getting at earlier. 

MR, CROSBIE: A point of order, Mr. Chairman. 

MR . SMALLl-!OOD: Cannot take it. 

MR. CROSBIE ~ Is this relevant to the estimates of Mines, Agriculture and 

Resources? If we want to move on to some other item, I do not ~ind debatinp, 
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MR. CROSBIE: this question with the hon. gentleman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Well now we are right back to the same old thini ,~e havt 

been on all night. It is something like Harry Truman said, "if you cannot 

stand the heat, stay out of the kitchen," The hon. members invite replies 

and then when they receive them they - would you carry on please'! 

MR. NOLAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 

MR. CROSBIE: I will have to write the rely to any personal abuse, I 

presume. 

MR. NOLAN: Surely the hon. member opposite must be an authority on 

personal abuse. 

MR. CHAIID!AN: Order, please? 

MR. NOLAN: As my hon. friend suggested,no· one has brokenas many rules in 

this House as he. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Would the hon. minister please continue 

with his speech on the item that we have he~e. 

MR. NOLAN: Now that we have covered one source of pollution,)et me go on. 

The refinery, if I may just mention it for a moment, are required, 

under the Law, under the Clean Air,Water and Soil Act,to submit plans 

for anti-pollution. We are arranging, setting up the meeting on all this, 

and all other industries are under the same requirement. 

I rose at this time only, Mr, Chatn,,•fl, because I know of the many, 

many efforts that my hon. colleague made in this rer-ard, and to hear remarks 

auch as I heard here tonight are certainly not fair to him, and certainly 

not fair to the people who have worked diligently. and hard and ~·or lon~ 

hours in preparing the many, many studies that are necessary on this 

matter. For anyone to suggest that we are so madly anxious fo~ oil 

that we are willing to jeapordize the fisheries of this Provincc,with 

such a history and with so many people depending on it for a livelihood, 

that is somethin~ hard to credit coming from an elected member of the 

Rouse of Assembly. 

To hear another member su~~est, as the hon. member for Burin did, 

that perhaps the wharf will not ~e built. · Normally I can under~tand it 

from someone who perhaps has not served in the Cabinet. But, ...,,en I 
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MR. NOLAN: hear it coming from people who have been there, who know 

the obstacles, who know the problems, on both the Federal and PrOl.'incial 

and the commerical levels, and who can get up and speak out of both sides 

of their mouth~ it is a little difficult to digest. 

Mr. Chairman, I am convinced that . we will hit oil off(the shores of 

this Province and offLabrador. I believe , that during the time,hopefully, 

unless I drop dead too, that I may be involved as Minister of Economic 

Dev~lopment arld,as long as we have my colleague, the hon • . the Premier, 

that in the next few years it will be, and I say it with all due respect 

to the hon, the Premier and the achievements ~hat he has known in 

economic development in the twenty years that he has been involve~, 

I still maintain that, when we hit the oil, as we will, the Newfoundland 

people -

AN HON. 'MEMBER: Inaudible. 
--". 

MR. NOLAN: The Newfoundland people, I think, this is obvious, when we hit 

the oil and when the spin-offs that we have already dicussed~in some 

instances come about, and I wish I could go into some _det~iJon the meetings 

· that we have had daily,for months and months,with any number of groups~ 

in various parts of the world,who have visited ltere in this Pro·'lince, 

and are here in this Province at this very moment and are meeti~g tonight, 

I know beyond _& ,hadow of a doubt in my mind and I do not thin~ I am bein~ 

overly optimistic, althou~h I have no doubt that I will be accused like 

anyone else who has ever tried to do anything in this Province; o!. _bt:ing 

a bluff, I suppose. But, the fact is that the next few years,! think. 

will be the most revolutionary in economic development in all fields 

this Province has ever seen. And I know that while my hon, fti~nd 

opposite, the hon. the Leader of the Opposition,may ask questions from time 

to time, I am convinced in my own mind,knowin~ him as well as I do, that ·. · 

he wishes and fervently believes and hopes that this will come sbout,just 

as much as I do. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible, 
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MR. NOLAN: I have not made hardy annuals. 

MR. MURPHY: No the minister is only started, he only got a big job this 

year. Go back to '49. 

MR. NOLAN: I can go back to 1949, if you would like to go back, Mr. 

Chairman. I can go back to 1949. Yes, I will tell you a story,with the 

permission of the Chairman. 

Nineteen hundred and forty-nine,prior to.I lived in the west end of · 

St. John's. I was born in 1930. I knew something of what wen.t on 

You hear oftentimes in this House what went on in the outports of 

Newfoundland. My people came from the outports. When I hear U:e Premier 

talk,for example, as he often does, and which has sometimes called for 

some merriment in certain quarters, and I do not make this as a deror-atory 

remark at the hon. Leader of the Opposition, of how many toilet~ that the 

Liberal Government have installed. I cannot find it very, very funny at 
·--""'· 

all, because I know what it was like, as my hon. friend opposite probably 

remembers. In my case, for example, when we walked from way"':l.n on the 

Southside Road every mornini,?:, through all kinds of ~eather ,_ no Cf.rs, no 

·school buses, and the radio was turned on by your fpther or family . 

to listen to the news.: , 

MR. CROSBIE: If you had a radio. 

MR. NOLAN: If you had a radio, we did because we had a battery that he 

brought somewhere. When the news was over you turned it off. Khen you 

went up on the Southside Hill, as I did,and chopped wood and drag~ed it 

down. So I find it a little difficult,frankly,to hear some people sug~est 

that, because I am relatively a young man that, perhaps, I do net know 

what it is all about. 

MR, NEARY: Born of the masses, but not the classes. 

MR. NOLAN: So, I do sincerely hope that while we will always have a 

good, honest, frank and constructive discussion on industry, whether it 

is oil on the coast, whether it is the 011 Refinery, whether it is the 

building of the wharf, whether it is the spin-offs that I referred to that 

may result and will result in the discovery of oil. That we must all keep 
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MR. NOLAN: in mind that what we are looking for is the improvement an<l the 

social welfare ·o~ all of the people in this Province. In the discovery 

of oil, and as a result of the benefits that are going to come our way, 

that . we will have the opporttmity to use it in such a way, so it will benefit 

not just us here now, but certainly for our children and our childrer.'s 

children. And, ·therefore, I have much pleasure in supporting the passinr, 

of the necessary funds,as submitted by my hon. colleague. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, if I may,I listened with much attention to the 

hon. minister who just spoke before me, and he talks about back in the 

dirty thirties, so on and so forth. We .. have heard that many times ii". this 

House, and there are very few of us who cannot go back to the days when things 

were not as we wished them to be. But, I was referring to the era since 1949, 

when the year was filled with great announcemen~s, every day, every week, 

every month, a great industry here, a great industry there, a great industry ___ .. _ 

somewhere else. And what kind of a Newfotmdlander would I be, or any other 

member of this House or any person in this Province,who did not want an 

industry, 

But. the point, I think,we are making on thie side,is the purpose and 

the timing of these great announcements. The hon. minister, I think, was 

quite sincere in his few words, as we are. But, when you r-o back, we talk 

about mills and everything else. This is 1968.the Speech from the Throne; 

~the people of Newfoundland in general will be happy to hear from me on this 

occasion that a turnkey contract entailing more than $60 million has been 

signed with Littion Industries Incorporated ~overing the design and construction 

of the Third Mill to be built at Come-by-Chance for Newfo\Dldland Pulr and 

Chemical Company."'' The contract was signed in 1968. 

We have heard the Premier tell us again his favourite tale about the 

IPP or the Old Newfo\Dldland Pulp Company in Corner Brook. We have heard that 

many times. We have heard about the great. ~chiDe Plant that was to be built 

' II 
at Octagon Pond, Well.we will have to import labour to staff that great 

Machine Plant:' Contracts were pouring in, two jobs for every man. I think 
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i~; tj~, of stuff Mr. Chairman that we discuss and. ctiticize on this side ~f 

the House, reat announcements. eople filled up with great expectations. 

I am sure there must be many people in the area of Trinity South who have 

. been waiting four, five, six, seven years for a job in this .great development 

at Come by Chance. You know whether we back some of these things. We can 

all be enthusiastic. But enthusiasm sometimes might lead to dreaming or 

castles in the air or blowing bubbles in the air. I referred to this in '69, 

the discovery of a large deposit of salt in the western part of the Island. 

Then our hon. Minister of Natural Resources went on ;:i.. silicia kick for a few 

years. We had people with sawmills were crying for a few miles of access roads, 

to help them get in there, saw lumber, I think the figure is somethinir like 

ninety odd per cent of our lumber is being imported from Nova Scotia. We 

bra~: ~liout"the g!-eat forest deposits we have, fhe great forest growt~, the 

great forests we have. f""or a few miles of access roads.that have ~ot come 

into that office looking for it,roGovernment with petitions to build a few 
I ' 

access roads,With machines to get in there, bulldozer·or a tractor a man can 

•-aiplo~ ten or fifteen or twenty men. ---- --
I told them the great mistake they made. 

They only looked for eight or ten thousand dollars: why did they not look for 

$50 million. This is the kind of industry we want. This great Mr. Shaheen, 

tremendous man who fought all resistance for this thing, we saw ¥.r. Shaheen 

in action here a few short months ago. All he did was plead the fifth 

amendment. Here is the tjpe of man we are dealing with, ask a question,'~ct 

93;or whatever it_ was, •1 am doing my pa-rt."' At that time the great announcement 

was made about this wt)arf at Come by Chance. We a-re not against t~e wharf. 

God Help Us1we should be shot on sight if we do not want Come by Chance developed. 

These great announcements that the Federal Government was bui;_din~ this 

wharf •.. Sixteen million, We went through, we boarded this big 500,000 ton 

ship. The captain was there and he sailed us right out through the gap how he 

was going to get past us, wonderful stuff, fairy tales. For Heaven's Sake,let 
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us get something, let us get an industry. Just one. These great mt,n these 

are the great developers that we talk about. For Heaven's Sake fot' once, 

for once let us get an industry, keep it under wraps, pull the screen and 

say look ~e have an industry. But do not let us hear about it every mornin~ 

on the radio or every day on television, every minute of the day. 

Another great industry, another ·lO ,000 men;;. take the big announcement 

last year fifteen to eighteen thousand new jobs in 1970. Perhaps that is 

what we are going to Louisiana for to lbok after the jobs down the~e. They 

are certainly not here in this Province, in Newfoundland. Do not ask me) 

ask the hundreds of unemployed that are coming to all of us members looking 

for jobs. A ~eport of this great liberalism in action we hear. This great 

doing away with school fees. Doing away wi~h this. The Minister stands 

up this evenin_g.ihe tells .us ten thousand here and ten thousand for this and 

ten thousand for something else. We hear about theae great paper ~ills • 
.. 

These great mines. This is what is wrong,Mr. Chairman. That is ..... t,.y we 

fD 
object.granting this dreaming Government this fabulous amount of money 

for Supply. 

Mr. Chairman, if you·:criticize this Government on anything you are 

unpatriotic, jou want to destroy it, everybody hates the Premier, they want 

him to di~ and somebody else says I may die suddenly, sure we may all die 

suddenly. This is life. We will die sometime. That is a fact of life. 

!ut we have ~hem on that side over there - the great - oh ,my,all the brains -

concentrated in this little small area - amazing - amazing - it 1£ a.9ood 

thing the hon. minister spends his time in White Bay North. They can have 

you. 
, 

We talk about these great marketing boards.Mr. Chairman, the Ey,g Marketing 

Board. 'Ihe product.of this great Government. You are not'allowed to buy eggs 

any more for forty-five cents a dozen,you must pay sixty or sixty-two. Thia 

is for the toiling masses. Nothing cheap. Nothing but the best . The hi~hest 
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price. Now we are going to have the broiler market, 

Land Clearing $40,000. Boglands Development·t travelling expenses $15 • 000. 

the health of animals. I do not know how many veterinarians we have now in 

the Province, four, That is excellent because there is quite a shortage of them. 

Blueberry Development, I think that is a wonderful effort, the blueberries 

because I think in the Trinity South and Harbour-Grace - Conception Bay area 

there is quite a farm over there. These are things that we want to see 

developed,Mr. Chairman. We are right behind this department. Right behind it. 

We are willing to give them a month's supply,as well as every other department. 

We are very generous. W~ figure one month's supply is adequate and then;if 

the Minister can come back and prove he did not squander that month's supplyp 

we will consider giving him another vote, I think that is fair enou~h. 

But let us---no more hear this talk about without a toilet, with a toilet, 

the number of two seaters, or the number of four-seaters and all the rest of 

it. It is just a lot of bull. 

jei:ky speeches. 

A lot of bull that is all. These great tear-

¥ou know we hear something,this great development in Labrador,and I hope 

it comes through, this further development in Labrador West. I do not think 

there is a welfare case, no one out of work in Labrador. Mining there,marvellous. 

Churchill Falls, wonderful. A great imperial concep~ same as closure toniRht. 

another great imperial concept. Swine stations. MarketinR $1SQ,OOO. Nothin~, 

a very small vote here. But still too much, three months is too lon~ 1 I think. 

Agriculture $40,000. Supply for eight or ten weeks, the Minister could not 

make up his mind just how long it was going to last him. 

MR.CALLAHAN: It depends on how many peop~e are down looking for r,rants. 

MR.MURPHY: That is something. Only $1,680,000 Mr. Chairman, last year's 

total grant Mines i Agriculture.& Resources, was $4,773,000. $450,000 capital. 

ve want this department to continue operating next month, the month of April, 

we would hate to see the surveyors and these people without their rnoney. So, 
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. ..... 
I will move that this grant be $477,310. The -vote be reduced to $477,310. 

MR.CHAIRMAN: The motion is that Item 8, Mines. ~riculture & Resources 

be reduced to the sum of $477,310. Those in favour please say aye. 

The question Mr. Chairman, if I could have a few words. 

MR.CBAI~: Order please~ There is no rigb,t to reply. 

MR.CALLAHAN: Rea:r me, Mr. Chairman. Rear me to the amendment. To the 

amendment. 
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MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible) • 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall the amendment carry? Those in favour please say, "Aye," 

contrary, "Nay," carried. 

MR. CALLAHAN: -Mr. Chairman, to the point of order. Can we take a look 

at this? Surely it is permitted to speak to the amendment. 

MR. CROSBIE: No, no~ closure. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The motion is defeated. Shall the Item carry? Those in 

favour please say "Aye" 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I wish to speak: to this motion. We are damned 

if we do and we are damned if we do not. All day yesterday we had 

accusation hurled across here from the other side accusing us of failing 

_to give any information, wondering why we were keeping so mum over here, 
I 

i Today we start out and now we are accused of monopolizing the time and, r . 

·of course, we are also under the charge of trying to delay the whole 

discussion so that the Opposition will not have a chance to express their 

views. . ---·· 

Now there are two things that need to be said on this, Mr. Chairman, 

first of all this debate on Interim Supply is already the longest in the 

history of this House, it is the longest and ninety per-cent· of all the 

·talking that has been done in this debate has been done on the other side 

' of the House.including tonight, the greater part of what has been said 

tonight.of the time spent in debate tonight.has been taken up by the other 

side here. Now that we are expressing our vi'ew, now we are hurlir,g some 

of these things back at them,they do not like it, they find it a little 

hard to swallow.some of the things ve have had to throw back in their faces 

this afternoon and tonight. 

There are two or three things I want to say about this particular 

item, Mr. Chairman, because it concerns, among other things it concerns me, , 
of course, as a Newfoundlander but it concerns me particularily as a 

representative for the district of Grand Falls,which geographically happens 

to be the largest district on the Island of Newfoundland, ~ost people do not 

realize that, and which population-wise is one of the two or· three largest 532 
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MR. ROWE: 

in the Province. This district of Grand Falls includes the first Paper Mill, 

the first great industry ever established in this Province in what was then 

the colony or. the Dominion of Newfoundland. I would like to remind the '

Committee here and in particular to remind the hon. gentleman ,who :Just spoke 

on the other side,and who seems to think that any time you make an announce

ment,the next day you have to find a factory in operation or a pap~r mill . 

or a wharf built,! would remind him that thanks in part to the Opposition, 

the Tory Opposition of that day,from the time that the Grand Falls Mill, 

that great mill, that great idea, revolutionary idea in those days,because 

nobody thought that Newfoundland was fit for anything else except to jig 

or catch a few cod fish, from the time that that first concept was mooted 

until Grand Falls Mill became a reality,required seven full years, seven 

full years from 1902 to the time,1909,when the plant went into production. . . 

There is another reason too that I have a special interest in what 

has been said here tonight. As it happens the oldest, I think the oldest 
___ , 

operating mine on the Island of Newfoundland and certainly the largest 

operating mine on the Island of Newfoundland is in my district and, of 

course, I refer to the mine at Buchans. A mine which incidentally has, 

ever since it came into being has,had an eight to ten year life 

expectancy ahead of it, that is forty-one years a~o and the life expectancy 

is still eight to ten years, the guaranteed life expectancy. One thing I 

am quite sure is that that mine will be in operation when most of us here 

in this Chamber tonight have gone to our final reward, whatever that is to 

be. 

I have another reason, a very particular reason for being interested 

in what has been said here tonight. The largest river in Newfoundland 

happens to meander for most of its journey through the district o ~ Grand 

Falls, it starts in the district of Grand Falls and all but the last ten 

miles are in that district, the last ten miles are in what is now the 

district of Gander. It happens to be a town which· ,I have a very special 

reason for referring to it here tonight, it happens to be a river on which 

there are several of the largest towns in the Province and I am thinking 
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MR. ROWE: 

particularily of the towns of Grand Falls and Windsor, 16,000 peop]e and 

also the growing town of Badger and, of course, below Grand Falls there is 

the town of Bishops Falls with 5,000 people and at the mouth of th~t great 
~ 

river, and it is a great river, at the mouth of that river there are several 

other towns including the town of Botwood, there are probably 8,000 people 

living at the mouth of the river as well. 

So the condition, the life and the welfare of that river are all 

matters of vital concern to us and if that river became completely polluted, 

as it could in the natural course of events if nothing had been done, i,f 

that river did become completely polluted,it would be a diaster of the 

first magnitude for perhaps thirty-five to forty thousand Newfounclanders. 

That is not going to happen, Mr. Chairman, that is not going to happen. 

Largely~ want to say and I want · to go on record now tonight, largely as a 

result of the efforts of my colleague, the hon. Minister who has introduced 

these estimates here tonight, largely as a result of his efforts and his 

interest and r•know all about what the Federal Government is doing and I 

know what the industry is doing as well and I know what to say ~now,that it 

is a matter of very great satisfaction and gratification to me to know 

that we are on the verge of having the first agreement of its kind about 

to be consummated, an agreement which will control and eventually clean up 

that great river, the Exploits River. 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. member who just sat down said, "We do not 

want to hear these great announcements. Why can:we not wait? Why do you 

not do something about them? These announcements, all they do is raise 

peoples expectations and then they are left with nothing." 
{" 

That is right. 

As he spoke I started to jot down some of these announcements and you know, 

I could not help reminding myself and I am going to remind him now that 

there were announcements about a development in Labrador West. I very 

well remember when those announcements were made: T.he first of those 

announcements were made I think it was on New Year's Day~and we got the 

usual outcry. •Propaganda, Liberal promises, nothing to it, some more of 

" Smallwood's bologna,but the 17,000 people who are tonight in the twin towns 
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MR. EARLE: 

of Labrador City and Wabush?enjoying one of the highest standards of living 

in all Canada,they do not regard and are not worried about Smallwood's 

bologna twenty years ago, the announcemenLthat left everybody, of c:ours~ 

with nothing to go on. 

I remember very well the announcement .: that the Premier .made on 

behalf of the Government and I was vitally concerned with it because I the~ 

occupied the ~ost which my hon. friend now occupies.who was introducing these 

estimates and I was Minister of Mines at the time and I remember the fight 

we had in this House, this very House,to get the Legislation through here. 

We were giving away the Province, we were giving it away to people who were 

coming in here from Canada, fellows like Jim Boylen, adventurers, speculators . 

coming here and taking advantage of the greeness of the Newfoundland people 

and,of course, of the stupidity of the Newfoundland Government, giving it 

away that Baie Verte Peninsula~while out of that Baie Verte Peninsula and 

out of those agreements and from the announcements that were made we have 
___ ... _ 

today the lovely and growing town of Baie Verte. We have 10,000 people on 

the Baie Verte Peninsula,tonight getting a. good livelihood o~ of the 

mines at Baie Verte and the two just outside Baie Verte,at Rambler,brought 

into being by this Government. 
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MR. ROWE (F.W.): That happens to be more than two;if my hon. friend ia 

going to count, he may as well count right. I talked about the two minet~ 

in Labrador West, not one, the two mines, Labrador City mines, )ron Ore 

Comj,a~f~o~.ca~ada, and the mine at Wabush, the Wabush mining Company. I 

have talked about three at Baie Verte or in the Baie Verte area. The grea~ 

asbestos mine where there are tonight 500 Newfound~anders working. Tonight, 

five hundred of them. The two mines at Rambler, that is five mines I have 

talke~ about, and I am going to refer to whalesback in Green Bay. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: Whalesback mine, why is it there? It is there because this 

Government brought BRINCO into being. That is why it is there, no other 

reason. It would not be there tonight but for BRINCO, and BRINCO would not 

be here tonight 

AN HON. MD-IBER: Bunco 
·--'· 

MR. ROWE.t If the Tory Opposition of that day had had their way, we would 

have no BRINco; and we would have no Whalesback, and we would have no 

Churchill Falls development, another announcement by_ the way that tired out 

our friends on the other side. The announcements about Churchill Falls. 

I can,;go_o.n in my own district as it happens. there is a mine tonight, today., 

where there are 230 men, most of them my constituents, 230 Newfou~dlanders 

~king a good decent living1 at Gull Bridge Mine. A mine brought into being 

by this Government, a mine announced by this Government and of course 

castigated and described as liberal propaganda and liberal baloney. 

I am talking about the mines, I am talking about the mines, all of 

these mines were announced, all of these mines came into being as a direct 

result of the policy of this Government, this administration in the last twenty 

J!l!ars, and without that policy those mines today would not be in being. I 

know, and I was present when the Premier of Newfoundland i~vited Boylen to 

come down here, and I was also here, I was the one who introduced it in the 

House here, the legislation which gave Boylen the exploration rights there, 

against the Tory Opposition of that day. 

MR. MURPHY: 
-

(First part inaudible) blueberry bushes over there. 536 
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MR. ROWE: So we could go on. The fact of the matter is,Mr. Chairman, that 

we have in Newfoundland tonight - and we talk about ERCO, everything I have 

ever heard from the Tories over there about ERCO has been something derogatory, 

something that - something of a condemnatory nature, comes down on it all. 

I have never heard yet , one recognition of the fact that that indu6try is • 

providing a good livlihood for 500 Newfoundlanders,directly and indirectly, 

this very day. I have never heard that referred to on the other side of the 

House •. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE: No, no, I have heard talk about the subsidy for power, and I have 

heard talk about the pollution, but nothing else, I wish that when 'some of 

my hon. - some people talk about the pollution over there,and some talk about 

the - what they consider the detr i.mental effects of the ERCO plant, I wish 

they could keep the satisfaction out of their voices. __ ... 
We do have industries in Newfoundland today. There are industries 

over on the west coast .,for example .,that are giving employment, iood employment 

to Newfoundlanders, hundreds of them. There are industries on this side as 

well, on this coast as well,that have come into being as a result of this 

Government's policy. Yet, all we hear,from the other side, is this accusation 

of promises, announcements, great announcements. Sure, well there have been 

some great announcements, and some of th~ announcements.and many of them,have 

become reality. They are with us today and if it had not been for these 

announcements, these announcements from Bond and from Squires, and from 

Smallwood,_and from the liberal administrations of the last seventy years, if 

it had not been for these announcements, and for the ~ight that went with them, 

Newfoundland today would be made up of probably fifty or sixty pecple living 

in poverty and jigging codfish. That was the Newfoundland that we had, and 

that is the Newfoundland they have to take responsibility for. Ycu know all 

the shaking of my hon. friend's head over there, and all the tuttini and all 

the come ons, cannot in any way eradicate this simple fact of history, That 

all of these things were brought into beinp. as a result of l.ibera: policy and 
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and all of them were opposed by the Tories in this legislature, all of them, 

just as every single measure that we have brought in here, designed to bring 
..... 

about, not des.igned to make me rich, not designed,as far as I know,to enrich-

anybody in this House, but designed to develop Newfoundland and pr~vide jobs 

for Newfoundlanders. That is the basic thing. 

-'.We _are on the periphery, we are the bathos of Canada. We have 

to face that fact,geographically and in other ways as well. If we do not 

make those super- human efforts to get industrial development goinF.,.we may as 

well move out. I say now, I had to face up to this problem, and other hon, 

members had to face up to this question·. 
II • • °-~ you stay. in Newfoundland or not? 

When I decided to come back here and not go to California, or not go to 

British Columbia, or not go to Ontario, when I made that decisior. I made it 

with the expectation that Newfoundland could be something more than a fishin~ 

outpost .on the outskirts of Canada. 

It"""! did not believe that tonight, and if I did not believe that 

our policies are the right policies, I would urge my sons to ~~tout of 

Newfoundland and take my grandchildren with them and stay out. They have not 

done that and I aa happy that they have not. I support this •••• 

MR. MURPHY: Would the hon.minister permit just one question before he sits 

down,Mr. Chairman? Is the hon. minister implying that with the hundreds and 

hundreds of millions of dollars that have poured into this Province we would 

be starving to death as we were in the thirties? Does the hon. minister 

expect the people of this Province to believe that? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Yes. If we had not gotten confederation,yes. 

MR. ROWE: The Premier has answered the question. 

MR. MURPHY: If we had gone into confederation properly, properl1 like 

every other thing the Liberal Government did. 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman; I will answer that question this way, if we did 

not have confederation half of the members here tonight would not be in this 

House and would -not be living in Newfoundland. 

MR. MURPHY: ------- I am talking about the millions and millions of dollars that 

have been poured in here through confederation. If that had been spent wisely 
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and sensibly by a sane Governmnt 1do you not think that we would be far better 

off? 

MR. ROWE: The proof of the pudding is in the eating,Mr. Chairman. 

MR. MURPHY: That is right and we are eating it now. 

MR. ROWE: The proof of the pudding is this, that we tonight in Newfoundland 

are enjoying a standard of living, and we have 1110re people,even in this month 

of March, in this ~inter when unemployment across Canada was the highest for 

probably one of the highest since the great depression. The unemployment in 

the United States, we do not hear too much about that, but it is also the 

nlgbest since the great depression, not one of the highest but the highest. 

Unemployment in E~gland is also reaching the highest point since the great 

depression, but we in Newfoundland here tonight,in-spite of our unemployment 

problem, which did not start ten years ago or last year or twenty years ar,o. 

One hundred and five years ago, one hundred and five years ago,this month, _ ... _ 

two-thirds of all the people in Newfoundland were living on indian meal and 

molasses,supplied by the Government of Newfoundland. The proof- of the 

pudding is. that we in Newfoundland tonight have an tnfinitely higher standard 

of living and our prospects are infinitely greater than any of us would have 

dreamed possible twenty years ago. 

MR. MURPHY: Africa is doing all right too .• 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, I had not meant to speak in this portion of the 

debate, but it looks like it is going to be impossible to get in anywhere 

else but in Mines, Agriculture and Resources. I have to observe to Your 

Honour,after hearing the proceedings of the night, that I have seen nothing, 

nothing yet to equal the superciliousness and the facetiousness t;at has come 

from the other side, and serves to show tonight as a good reason of why 

the general public from time to time holds the politician in very, very 

little respect. 

I have never heard the like before. The Goverrunent has not been 

just satisfied to impose this closure, but they also want to prevent the 

Opposition from talking intelligently about the topics,in the few hours that 

remain. Having heard particularly Mr. Chairman, 

5:39 



March 30th. 1971 Tape 129 PK - 1 

MR. MARSHALts· The hon. Minister of Education whom I am surpr1.s>?d at, 

I wonder now whether the Premier will perhaps push him down farther than--_ 

his ranking as successor,from the hon. No. 5 to perhaps the hon. No. 15. 

Mr. Chairman, the issue at stake here and we have heard all of the members 

on the Government side and on this side, but particularly on the Government

side tonight, since this closure has been brought in, they have attempted 

and successfully so to block debate,and very important matters that are yet 

to come before this House on Interim Supply and will not come. Sue~ as 

Economic Development, Heath, Connnunity and Social Development, etc. 

Now to bring this back in, _to attempt to bri~g this back in to some 

form of prespective, the Motion before the Chair,by the hon. the Leader of 

the Opposi~ion right now,is to reduce -

MR. ROBERTS: The Motion was defeated. 

MR. MARSHALL: The Motion was defeated. 

MR. ROBERTS: W~ were not allowed to debate it. The amendment was defeated. 

MR.MARSHALL: The amendment was defeated. The point of the matter, I believe, 

the hon. the Premier has already spoken. The point o~ the matter, Mr. Chairman, 

is the fact that much more is being asked for in Interim Supply than should 

have been asked for, the Government should have no~ asked for approximately 

one-quarter of its total expenditure. There are bringing in a mini-bud~et 

for the year, and are pushing it through with closure~without the opportunity 

for it to be intelligently discussed. I must say, Mr. Chairman, that I am 

myself rather discusted at the exhibition that has come from the Government 

today. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, like the hon. gentleman - Mr. Chairman, I know 

intimately more about my estimates than the hon, gentleman ever did or will. 

MR. MURPHY: Let us see! Let us see! 

MR. ROBERTS: I will be delighted to,Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that. the hon. gentleman opposite 

has exposed himself to the House, to the Committee, for an innumerable, 

interminable and largely a relative number of hours, I think, he might at 

least hear some of us trying to say one or two things, He is p,ettir.p. as bad 5~0 
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MR. ROBERTS: as his new-found brother. He is getting _as bad as hi~ new

found brother and political bedfellow, the hon. gentleman who just spoke. ·~ 

Every time they speak it is Holy Writ, ·it is sacred. We should sit hack and 

indeed give praise and give thanks that w~ are allowed to hear it. That 

is fine. I am prepared to do that, Hr. Chaiman, but every time we speak 

we are stalling, delaying, arrogant, all the words that, and if the•y run 

short of words, I can lend them my thesaurus. The hon. gentleman from St. 
\ 

John's East will be able to read it, and the hon. gentleman from Fortune Bay 

will be able to read it. Those in between would need some help, but I 

•am sure they will get help. 

I had not intented to say anything on this subhead or head, Mr. Chairman, 

until the hon. gentleman for St. John's West,in launching another of his mini·· 

budget speeches on what he describes, as a mini-budget, referred to the 

Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry. The Royal Commission headed by __ .. _ 

Dr. Rousseau, the Ro~al Commission which was tabled in the House two or three 

days ago,by my colleague whose estimates are now befo~e the Comm!ttee. 

Now, Sir, I hope we will have the opportunity later to debate this. 

Indeed, I would not have mentioned it tonight, except that the hon. gentleman, 

with his typical blunderbuss approach, laughing wildly ou~ and trying to 

promise, I suppose that is his job. Certainly it is his pleasure. He refers 

to it. He refers to it in very unkind terms, I am not going to get into 

sling mud back and forth with him. I do not believe in getting into argUl'lents 

like that, with gentlemen like the hon. gentleman. I mean?why go up against 

an expert and a master2 

Mr. Chairman, this report which,I submit,is the opinion of three gentlemen 

very knowledgeable in the field of forestry and an opinion \hich the•.r submitted 

after quite long study,(indeed, I think some of us felt that they took a very 

long time , an almost unconscionably long time top.et in their repor~l I -t'hiA 

document is their opinion. I agree it has not got masses of appendices, but 

really nobody, · except the hon. gentleman for St. John's West, ever :,as time 

to read the appendices. I will give him credit he does read them, ~nd he 541 
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MR. ROBERTS: annotates them in the crab-like writing with which he is 

afflicted. I may add, with which he afflicts his successors in min1steria1. 

portfolios, who.have to try and read the files. 

This is their opinion, ~r. Chairman, it is their advise, it it their 

suggestion, it is their recommendation. The key recommendation in: it, 

one in respect of which I understand my colleague is askinp, for som~ money 

in the vote before the Committee now, is for the creation of what 13 called, 

at least for the time being, the Commercial Forest Corporation. Now this 

is a change, the Commission's Interim Report~to which reference has been 

made 1said that, the Government should acquire all forest lands in t1is Province. 

We now ~m about one-third of them, and those, Sir, are subject to options, 

to the people who are going to build the Third Mill at Come-by-Chance, and 

who are buildinR the Fourth Mill at Stephenville. 

The other two-thirds of the lands on this Island, roughly speaking, are --~ 
held about equally in one form of tenure,and other by the Bowater's people 

at Corner Brook and by the Price people, the old Anglo Newfoundiand Comapny 

at Grand Falls. The A.N.D. lots, of course, are mainly freehold,tn 1904• 

that is the way things were done. Most of the Bowater's agreements, I am told 7 

are leasehold, long term,ninety-nine year leases, about half of the.term 

which has expired. 

Now, Sir, this report, the final report makes a change in that. lt no 

longer says_that. we should take control of the forests in the sense that 

we should acquire a title. It does say that , we should take control of the 

forests through a Forest Corporation9in which would be represented ·all the 

people who own them, the paper companies and us. When we got the report. 

my colleague in the Government were chastizeJfor not making it public. And 

you know, we took it. That is the job of the Opposition.to oppose, and if 

they got nothing else to do they oppose us. We did not make it public,not 

because we had anything to hide . but because we did not want to ne~otiate 

in publicL_-·-·so.when we did our negotiations, my colleap.ue was in touch 

with the companies and they, as he has already announced and made rublic, 

5!2 
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MR. ROBERTS: have agreed to accept that recommendation. 

Now, Sir, I know it is ten past midni~ht on Wednesday mornin~, there is 

no time for great dramatic statements. Mr. Chainnan, I submit that is one

of the moat important public developments, or developments in public policy 

that has ever been put in this Province. Until and unless , we can get 

control of the forests and have all of the forests of this Island run as 

an integrated and interconnected management harvesting and development 

operation, until that time, Sir, we will not get the maximum benefi-:s from 

our great forest resources. 

There are only two ways to get it: (1) is to buy the forests. We have 

looked at that, but that is $20,·.'l!lillion, $25 mill:f,on, $30 millions of 

dollars. But The Royal Commission would come up with a better way than 

that, and that is to get control through a corporation, in which all of the 

forests would be vested. And the companies have agreed to this. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think that is a very major step forward. I certainly __ .... _ 

do not think that this report deserves to be dismissed cavalierly by the 

gentleman from St. John's West. Let him debate it at the proper'time, and 

we will gladly go into it?whatever length he wishes. _We will gladly state 

our .side and we will let the people of Newfoundland,in due course,chooae 

what is to be the faith of the whole project. 

But, Sir, in discussing it, let us reme~ber, we are not gettin~ anytbln~ 

like the maximum benefits from our forests now. I have in my constituency, 

it is part19:lfy in mini and partially_· in the district represented by my 

friend from White Bay Sout~, the Minister of C01Ta11unity and Social Development, 

a large block of timber called the "Mooney Block." It is named the "Mooney 

Block," because the Government, I think it was a Tory Government, with 
. ' 

Mr. Monroe .as Premier,of 1924-1928, gave a lease in Quebec, to a person, 

a doctor, a medical doctor named "Mooney." And that lease was to cut timber 

and export timber and so forth on a track of land that has on it ebout 

200 million cords of wood. At some point that lease, conditions of which I 

am told were never kept, that lease,by Act of the Legislature.became converted 

into freehold land, whereupon Dr. ~Doney, or his associates : or whoever 
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MR. ROBERTS: held title from him sold_it to the old A.N.D. Companyr I have 

no doubt for a ' handsome price. The A.N.D. now hold it in - ..... 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Harry Crow. 

MR. ROBERTS: Harry Crow! They now hold it in freehold title, it is their 

land. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: First it was John T. Meaney~s, then he sold it to Dr. 

Mooney, and Mooney sold it to Harry Crow, and Harry Crow sold it to the old 

A.N.D. Company. 

MR. ROBERTS: It sounds like, as Scott' said;" Oh, what a tangled webb, we 

weave. · .• " 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible, 

MR. ROBERTS: No, Mr. Chairman. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: And statemen_ts that were made by me have more authority than ---~-
the hon. gentleman's fishing expeditions. 

Mr. Chairman, that 200 million cords of wood has sat there fron that 

day, which was the mid-ttiir~~~s, _tmtil this. The wood· is rotting. Price, 

. Bless them, have cut may;be 5000 cords of ~ood a year. There was one year 

they cut 10,000, Sir. It was the year when the Trans-Canada was opened 

and Mr. Pearson~·;_ ~ 1 then Prime 1f.inister,came down to open the Trans-Canada. 

Mr. Pearson and Mr. Smallwood and a number ~·of others, and I was one, were 

in Grand Falls House.where the Grand Falls Company, the Paper Company,were 

entertaining the Prime Minister and the Premier to ltmc!h. And in the course 

of it, I mentioned this to the Price people. And there was a ~reat 
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-
a great flap, You would not have known but the cat had been put among 

the pigeons. I did not think anything much of it at the time. We ?Ut 

it forward in support of our case for taking control of the forests 

But, subsequently, a very strange thing happened. Mr. Ches Pittma~ of 

Harbour Deep, a gentleman whom I believe Your Honour met this summer on 

Your Honour's Ul7sseslike cruise about the Province, has for many yeare 

taken contracts from Price, Mr. Pittman rang me one day. He said, "can 

I come to see you?" He came around, We had a talk. He said; "you know, it 

is strange, For years I have had to beg~ri~e to let me cut some wood. A 

week or so ago, a funny thing happened. They rang. me up. Damn lucky they 

were to find the telephone working,the way the CNT work it." They sent word. 

"would Mr, Pittman come up to Grand Falls at their expense?" Of course, he got 
I 

·--"'· 
on his boat and went up to Hampton. He got in his car. He got a car and 

drove over to Grand Falls. He was ushered in to the woods· mana'ger's office 

and they were unrolling the carpet as he went,and no longer ~as he the 

humble suppliant. They said, "would you like to cut some wood1 ~e will 

buy 10,000 cords from you." Ile said, "I would be delighted to." "Sign 

the contract." 

Now I suppose, Mr. Chairman, that it would take a nasty-minded 

person to assume that there might be some relation between the sudden kindness 

and interest of the company in the w~lfare of the people of Harbour Deep 

and the f~~~- of the Mooney Block timber; that and the connection 

with the conversatidlwith the Prime Minister of Canada and the Prenier 

of the Province.,a month or two before in Grand Falls. My point, Mr. Chairman, 

is that our forests are not being used·. The Mooney Block is the most 

flagrant example. I do not think Priae give a damn for that wood. They 

just want to keep it and let nobody else have it. We want to try ~o get 

all this wood and get it developed. I might add,along those lines, 

in connection with the money to be voted, a very significant development 
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Mr. Roberts. . -

last year, in this field. My colleague., the Minister of Community, 

and Social Developmen~ and my colleague whose estimates are now before 

the House, negotiated the section of the DREE agreement dealing with 

forest access roads, I am told we spent about $400 1 000. Much of that 

money, sir 1 was spent on privately owned lands, The first time in the 

history of the Government of Canada that money for access ·.roads was 

spent on privately owned land, not that the Government of Canada all 

of a sudden changed their policy. They did not,_sir, It was: It 

was done, because the companies agreed to bring the woods into a 

form of public control and this, I am told, is now in effect. 

Indeed, some of the money. I believe, has been spent at 

Roddickton, in my own constituency, the land where we actually have the __ ...... _ 

right to cut, In addition, Mr. Chairman, last year, I heard the hon, 

member, I believe the Leader of the Opposition.made this, but ohe of 

the hon, gentleman opposite talked about access roads. He ~as very 

eloquent in his usual rough-hewing way. Last year, we spent about 

$110,000 on access road projects throughout the P~ovince, these small 

access roads. We spent more money on DREE._ We spent more money on 

major projects such as the Hawke's Bay Development,on the Westem 

side of the Great Northern Peninsula in the district represented 

by my absent friend who is having a drop of water just outside (I trust 

it is water) the bar of the House, It is. Sorry, but it is late. 

We spent $110,000, Mr. Chairman, on thirty projects. So~e of them 

would have been a mile of road, · ,,;~re would have been two or three more 

miles of road. Mr. Chairman, that gave work to ~,000 men, not 3,0JO men 

per year, necessarily, but gave work to 3,000 men. The project is generated 

by that. There is more money in the estimates for access roads this year. 

I believe there is more in the DREE Program this year. There is !llOre money, 

in a number of development fields, in the forestry business this year. 
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Mr. Roberts. 

Underlining it all. as I have said. sir, is the report 

of this Commission. Although, it is slim and does not have a lot, 

of bumps attached, it is not like the usual consultants' report which 

.... 

has heavy paper and fancy diagrams and usually ends with a recomme~dation 

that further consultants be retained. 'If you want to know of a firm, 

we know of one.• This is the o~inbn of men who spent their lives in it, 

representing the public sector and the private sector and then Dr. Rousseau, 

who has w~rked both.in public and the private and the academic sectors. 

We think it is a very valuable document. We think it will be the f~undation 

of a very major step forward in public policy, dne that will benefit 

the people of.this Province. As I have said; I am somewhat taken aback 

to hear the hon. gentlmnan for St. John's West cavalierly dismiss it. 

Then again. I should not be, Mr. Chairman, because I am afraid that 

we have learned from the hon. gentleman that ,if it is the hon. gentle"lllln's 

opinion, it is sacred and su~!.1:..~·• -: \ ~f it is anyb~dy's elses opinion 

then it is just beneath contempt. 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. gentleman has made any number of boring 

speeches. Mine may be boring, not as boring as his - may I finish, 

Mr. Chairman? Then the hon. gentleman can get up and waffle on. He 

provoted this, not me. 

Mr. Chairman, as I was saying - Mr. Chairman, that gentleman 

may be the only person who will help. We will find o~t.- He now tas 

some Tory friends. Mr. Chairman, ~s I have said, the hon. gentleman's 

attitude seems to be that if it is his opinion, we should a~l say Hosanna} 

If it is our Dpinon, all of a sudden it is not worthy talking about. Let 

him give as good as he can take. He is pretty good at giving. He is pretty 

547 
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Mr, Roberts. . ...... 

weak at taking. As. you said earlier in a ruling.Your Honour, the F.arry Truman 
.. 

line; if he cannot stand the heat, let him get out of the kitchen,• 

Support is a good one, I hope we will be able to debate it 

because we think good things will come of it. We are proud of what is 

going to come of it. If the hon, gentleman does not subscribe to this, 

let him come up ' Rodrickton, as he persists in calling it. Rodrickton, 

is called Roddickton. The people there are not impressed when the 

hon, gentleman calls it Rodrickton. The hon, gentleman is shaking his 

head. I have heard him call it Rodrickton. Of course - what they call 

him is not Crosberry, they have other names for him, Anyway, Mr. Chairman, 

I think this report is a step forward and 1in view of the fact that 

·--"-
my colleague is asking for money to implement some of the recommendations 

of this, I, for one, will be quite delighted, when we put this~item 

to a vote, to vote in favour of it. Thank you! 

MR, CHAIRMA..~: Shall the item carry? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, we are not going to,let it carry yet. 

There is much to be said in terms of our forests and other items, 

which fall under the heading which we are now debating, The heading 

includes all of our natural resources and primary industries, It 

includes wildlife and forests and Crown lands, agricultural services, 

mining resources, rural development, Provincial Parks, you name it . almost, 

and we can find it mentioned here. We have heard a great deal tonigh~ 

Mr. Chairman, about the management of our forests and the desirability of 

reclaiming the rights which the two existing paper companies have. 

It strikes me as being a little peculiar,in this election year, 

after having the Kennedy Report of 1959, after having the report on 

The Economic Prospects For Newfoundland, all of which dealt with the 

forests which we are talking about now. A good report,which was done by 
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the Atlantic Development Board two or three years ago, none of the 

recommendations were ever carried out. In fact, I doubt. that a 

lot of the reports were even read, Now all of a sudden, with a report 

that certainly does not rate with any of the ones I have mentioned -

a report now by the Rousseau Commission,which is nothing more than 

a summary of the three previous reports~ .. 411 of a sudden, we find 

that the Government are becoming terribly intereste~ in our forests, 

in our sawmills, so on and so forth, It might be worthwhile, ~r. Chairman, 

to read just one section from the Atlantic Development Board Report concerning 

management. They suggested that changes to the present agreement with 

the pulp and paper companies are not only justifiable . but essential to 

the further good o't the Newfoundland Forest Industry. They go on to 

say that the changes, which could be brought about, need not ~ffect the 

companies that were asleep, but would be in the best interest of the 

companies,as well as in the best interest of the forests and , of cou~se, 

the Province and the people of Newfoundland. 

On management, they say or they sum ~p the whole thing in one 

paragraph,actually. The report said that by assuming greater authority over 

the Crown lands under licence?that the Government would be able to in~tiate 

sound forest management. That must have been a nasty word for a good 

many years, because certain\' there has been a complete lack of forest 

management in the Province. It goes on to say; "whether management iE 

practiced by the companies,under Government supervision,or 



March 30th, 1971 Tape 131 JM - 1 

MR. COLLINS: 

whether the Government itself undertakes to implement a management progratm11e, 

is of far less importance than that a planned management programme be 

{I 

inaugurated. Nothing, Sir, has ever been done about that and I have dou~ts 

whether the Government are really serious in what they are saying ~ere 

tonight,that they will see that a proper management programme is ir.troduced. 

We all know of the difficulties which our sawmill operators have 

experienced down through the years. Number one difficulty, I suppose, has 

been availability of material, the raw material to saw logs, ~wnber two has 

been t~e inefficiency of the mills1 because of lack of capita~ for improving 

them ~hances are, Mr. Chairman, they are the two most important draw

backs to a successful sawmill operation. We remember some years ago,when 

the great sawmill conference or the conference of sawmill operators was 

held1 and we were going to find great things happen,but we all know, of course, 

that nothing happened there. 

Mr. Chairman, there is also a mention made in the report about what 

happened in Bay .... d 'Espoir when the power development was taking place down 

there. The report says that the Bay d'Espoir Power Development~on the 

island will cause the flooding of some 32,400 acres of productive land, 

12-5, 800 acres of land ,in all 1 according to the Newfoundland Forest .Service. 

Assuming an average stand volume for the Island o~ seven cords per productive 

acre., the merchantable timber volume inundated would amount to 230,000 cords, 

an additional 100,000 cords will become more inaccessible as a -result of 

the flooding and, of course, it will cost a considerable amount more to 

ever reach that wood and redeem it. 

Mr. Chairman, when we consider forest management and what this 

Government has been doing,certainly to perm.it this to happen?even though 

the Bay d'Espoir Power Development was so important,to permit this to 

happen -was nothing short of criminal and certainly hon. members opposite,, 

from the Premier down, all of the Ministers.,should hang their heaa in shame, 

for ever permitting this sort of thing to have happened to the for.est of 

Newfoundland. 

To add insult to injury, Mr. Chairman, in the Bowater's Agreement, 
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which was worded and signed some years ago,there is a requirement that 

Bowaters are required to export 50,000 cords of pulpwood. I do not know, 

I trust this Government is not responsible for that particular agreement,-,.. 

but certainly this reflects upon the lack of management and lack of 

thought by the Government of th~ day then and succeeding Governments.in 

that this arrangement could not be improved upon. We find now, Mr. Chairman, 

that Bowate~s are cutting wood on Crown Lands~rather than on their own 

rights~for export overseas. 

So much for the forest, Mr. Chairman. Nobody has Jouched on wild

life tonight and the Minister has a responsibility for -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. Minister does not know much about 

wildlife. He was trying to give us some experience this afternoon about 

married life,put his foot in his mouth as usual. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 
·--'-

MR. COLLINS : Well, I am talking now about moose and caribou and I doubt 

if the Minister has ever seen a moose or a caribou or a rabbit.~ 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. COLLINS: No, you will kill yourself if you keep on long enough. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Would the hon. gentleman please c~ntinue7 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, nothing has been said about wildlife and I cannot 

permit this debate to close without making reference to the licensing methods 

which the Minister has permitted. For instance'lthe first of this year,when 

it was decided to issue licenses for the caribou herd on the Avalcn 

Peninsula,the Minister came on radio and television and issued a press 

release~to the effect that 120 caribou licenses were to be issued for the 

Avalon herd. We also found out that the licenses were going to be drawn 

for1 and of the 120, if my memory serves me corre'ct, 70 licenses were to be. 

drawn for by the residents of St. John's, the other fifty ~ere to be drawn 

for by resident~ outside St. John's .but residents of the Avalon Peninsula. 

No ·one from Clarenville or Grand Falls or Gander or Lewisporte or Corner 

Brook or any of those places were permitted to hunt caribou on th~ Avalon 
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Peninsula. Now I do not know what arguments the Minister can put up in 

defense of this. Certainly there is no argument for it,because I do a 

little hunting of caribou and moose myself and every time I have gone 

into Millertown or Rattling Brook or Gambo or Terra Nova~! always run 

..... 

into hunters from St. John's and we are always glad to have th hon. member 

for Green Bay come into Terra Nova and hunt moose and hunt caribou."~ 

' are glad to have any hon. member,as far as that goes,and I am sure the 

residents of Central Newfoundland and Western Newfoundland also have no 

objection to those people coming in.But why, Mr. Chairman, should reople 

from the central area be barred from coming to the Avalon Peninsula and 

hunting caribou? 

I would submit that the caribou would have never been on the 

Avalon Peninsula had not the good people of Central and Western Newfoundland 

been so conservation-minded and permitted the herd to sustain itse~f and 

also permit some of the animals to be relocated to the Avalon. Some years 

ago also, Sir~-;hen the Wildlife Department decided~in their wisdom, and I 

think it was a good idea at the time, when they introduced the ~anagem~nt 

Area Control Concept, management areas were set up in Millertown a~d 

Rattling Brook and Bishops Falls and Gambo and Terra Nova and Gander areas. 

We thought that some worthwhile management regulations would have been 

introduced and imposed and enforced and so on and so fort~but we found that 

that has not been so. 

We also found, Mr. Chairman, that the reverse of what happened on 

the Avalon,in terms of licenses, the reverse has been true,and we find now 

that licenses for those management areas, and I am thinking particularily 

here of the Gander management area, those licenses are put on sale in 

St. John's. In the first place ,there were always a number available to 

hunters,at gates which were controlled by the paper companies,but now we 

find that we have to come into St. John's or mail in an application and 

mail in the ten dollars 1 this year~and take our chance with people from 

the Avalon, people from Roston and people from New York. We are also of 

the opinion that maybe this is another right which is being abused. 

5Z2 



March 30th, 1971 

MR. COLLINS: 

Tape 131 JM - 4 

We have been told that many of the outfitters in Newfoundlr.nd and 

we realize the outfitters must make a living but we have been told that 

many of the outfitters are buying up licenses in blocks of fifty and aixq 

and one hundred for people in the States. I do not know how many :icenses 

are reserved as a kickback, if you want to, for the people in Louisiana. 

Certainly if they are going to send up planes for fourteen people and keep . 

them down here for a week and dine them and feed them, I would suspect 

that there would probably be a few hundred licenses reserved by those 

people as well,at the expense, Mr. Chairman, sometimes of our own :ocal 

hunters. 

MR. MURPHY: They maybe taking the moose with them, 

MR. COLLINS: They might be taking the moose with them. Certainly, 

Mr. Chairman, there is a need here for a lot of consideration because.in 

my opinion,the local people who live on this Island certainly have prior 

rights to hunting moose or caribou or rabbit or whatever it might be. 

With regard to our inland fisheries, Mr. Chairman, I know that 

this is a Federal responsibility 7in the main.but certainly the frovincial 

Government also has a responsibility,even though they might not have the 

jurisdiction or control-But certainly there is a great need for mo~e 

incentives here,in terms of making it possible fo~ hatcheries to bP. set 

up to restock our streams ·and : rivers with salmon and trout. I have not 

seen anything from the Minister yet which would indicate that any of this 

is being done and I am afraid that we will not see much of it beca~se I am 

not too sure that this Government is too interested in this very valuable 

natural resource. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall the Item carry? Those in favour please say, "Aye," 

contrary, ''Nay," carried. 

Item (9) - Public Works - $3,520,000. Shall the Item carry? 

BON . J .R. CHALKER (MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS): Mr. Chairman, this portion 

of the Interim Supply for the Department of Public Works is made up mostly 

of salaries and travelling expenses. The general administration is $45,000. 

for a period of approximately three months, travelling expenses $900. for 

the same period of time -
553 
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the building department of the Department of Public Works 1the salaries $3-10,500 

travelling expenses $12,900, I may say; in this vot~ Mr. Chai:nnan, for the 

information of the Committee,that this vote for maintenance,in addition to 

the salariesJwill require $1 million for a period of three months. It seems 

like a lot of money but it is, we have a lot of buildings .in Newfoundland; in 

this Province1 which need care and maintenance at all times and
1
with t_he 

experience and the len~th of time which I have spent in the Depart'fl'lent .of 

Publi_c Works.1 seems that most of this, a great deal of this money, by far the 

greater portion of this money is spent in the months of Apri~, May and June. 

In the rates·:and rentals, the rates are in lieu of taxes; that is to say 

certain municipalities _ the Government will pay a lump sum,as I say in lieu 

of taxes,and the rentals for various spa~e. iented space in other buildings. 

not owned by the Governm~nt 7 require $270,000. Cleaning for three months, ___ ,_ 

$120,000. T_hat covers the entire Province with regard to public bui:dings. 

Light and Fuel for th~ee months,in the vicinity of $500,000. Tflis is a 

rather large item- · · - light and fuel - $500,000 .this is_ a lar~e amount 

actually because our buildings are, Government buildings are increasing year 

by year. Naturally our lights ·and our fuel would ~e increasing in proportion. 

To carry on the operation of the Harmon Corporation we are asking for 

$110,000.As you know,this col!Dllittee is chaired by our Deputy Minister. Mr. 

George Warren,and it is managed in Stephenville by Mr. Alexander. They take 

care of all the buildings and maintenance. This will cover maintenance and 

wages and they also look af~er the disposal of the buildings and the rentals 

of the buildings for various organizations. 

Now fixed assets, in other words;Capital Account on public buildings?~e 

have the Science and Engineering Building at the University, will t·equire ' 

for that $440,000 I would like,in a few minutes time,to explain how this 

contract was negotiated because my hon. friend 1the Leader of the Opposition, 

in his speech here on opening day1 mentioned the fact about this contract 
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and alas I think on television,the same evening,he mentioned it. Also a site 

develop1111!!.nt on the northern campus of the University will require $100,000. 

Mr, Speaker, there were several remarks made about my department when they 

were considering the estimates under other headings, I think my hon. friend 

from St. John's West mentioned the fact that up to the last three y.ears the 

architects were pretty well starving here in this Province and now they are 

as busy as a nailer1since we started to let out contracts after they have 

completed the plans and specifications. I would like to advise my hon. friend 

that not only was it in Newfoundland~in this Province,but it was also in 

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec, other Provinces as well. I would 

also like to inform the committee.,Mr. Chairma~, that my office and the office 

of my deputy-minister,up to the last week or ~o,was inundated with architects 

from the mainland looking for work. So at least we are living in a very 
·--"'-

pr~perous Province. 
.. 

The Science and Engineering building - actually Mr. Chairman, we were 

in the preparation of plans for this building,with every intention of 

calling public tenders and I would like to add.,at this time .,that when 

Minister of this Department'; about the easiest thing you can do is to 

call a public tender. There is no rebuttal about it1 there is nothing said 

about it. One Of the most difficult things you have to do is negotiate 

the tender7 because then you are open to criticism not only on this side 

of the House but on the other side as well. In this particular case,. 

Mr. Chairman) : we are proceeding at an: ordinary pace. \Ve did not think. 

it was absolutely essential to get to work on it right away,but we had 

other projectsin mind. When I was contacted by the officials of the 

University1 asking me if I could speed it up)I asked them why the ~ecessity 

at this date why did.they not let me know two months ago: Well they said; 

• 

it was absolutely emergency now and that if I could cut any corners;whataoever, 

to have this building ready for this comin~ September,it would mean a terrific 

amount not only to the University but to the additional students that they 
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could acco!IDllodate, In talking it over with my -officials in my department1 
they informed me that if we went out on contract the usual way 1after getting 

our plans and specifications ready,it would be well into December1 of this 

year, before we could pass the building over to the Memorial University. 

I asked them then about negotiating the contract,which we have done several 

times,and I may say at this stage1Mr. Chainnan. there ·~reonly two ways, actually 

~l) a minister is forced into negotiating a contrac~. The first one being a 

state of emergency,which I think everybody understands,and the second one 

Mr. Chairman is time. 

Now it takes several months,actually, definitely~sure one month additional, 

to call a public tender on any type of building. AS I said before,I was 

.assured by my officials that if we could cut out the public tenders and 

negotiate,we could have the building by September. It was then up ~0 me to __ ,_ 

decide which contractor I would invite to negotiate with,of several l~rge 

contracting firms in this Province,and they are all good. So ctecking 

through the records of the University, the construction of the University, 

and I may say Mr. Chairman, at the time, that I was., I have been Minister of 

Public Works since the turning of the sod of the University 
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MR. CHALKER: I found at the time that·there were several contractors who had 

worked on the University. But, the one who had done the most work was a -~ 

company known as the Newfoundland En~ineering Construction Company
1
Limited, 

who rates very highly with the Government and not only with this Government, 

but many other institutions.· I think that company is now building the 

St. Clare's Hospital and many other schools throughout this Province. ···"·°' ' :"'. 

After aeeiding this 7I left it entirely to my Deputy Minister to 

start negotiations. And after a matter of, I think, thirty-six hours,they 

had agreed on a figure that our engineers and draftsmen and architects thought 

reasonable, with the small additions and large additions of different 

descriptions required by the University authorities. 

The f~nal _figure was $1,996,000 and I am happy to say that building now 

will be ready in ample time for the opening of the University this fall. 

Now, I am quite proud of this, Mr. Chairman, because I had to r.erotiate 
--~-

it all by myself, and then actually had to sell the Cabinet on it. And that 

~7as not an easy job to do. But, I thought it was my duty, becauS'e it is 

a difficult thing to negotiate contracts. I have contracts opened in my 

department, I think, there is one every two or three days. I do not even 

attending the openings, my Deputy Minister attended, There is nothir.g, it is 

straightforward. As a matter of fact, I do not think, in the twelve or thirteen 

years I have been in the Department of Public works, I have ever attended 

any openi~gs of contracts. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: Pardon! No; no, you are quite right that is a new inr.ovation 

and I agree with, .I: think it is a terrific thing. I am sorry it . hac' not been 

done before~ 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: No, they are not. And I can assure this Co11111ittee, Hr, Chairman, 

that in no way did we lose any money on it. 

AN HON. MD!BER:·Inaudible. 
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MR. CHALKER: Oh, I know you have got to be suspicious,that is the reason 

why you are over there and we are here. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 
, 

MR. CHALKER: That is not business. Do not be suspicious. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: Sure I have. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: I can tell you something better than that, I .was infcrmed the 

other day that there •.tere tenders called on a building, under the DREE Pror,ramme 

and those were called for in my department, I think, the difference from 

the highest to the lowest is nearly $800~000 or $900,000. Now we do not find 

that, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: No, no, it is not argument, because we do not,know. Mr. Chairman, 

everv tiroject t~t is put forward to the Government, my engineers,in direct 

consultation with the architects ~ive me an approximate cost, pre.tty well 

close to them. As a matter of :fact, in those DREE schools, which we have 

now tmder a new idea,The Project Management there are well within the budget: 
1, 

Now that does not mean to say that all where within1 the rest, but there were 

some lower and some over, but we are still in our budget on those five 

DREE projects. 

AH HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: No, No, that was my estimate. That was my estimate.based on 

the information of a plan in progress,that has been completed. 

You must remember, Mr. Chainnan, there are many types of buildings, I 

am not referring to the ones that the hon. the Leader of the Opposi:ion was 

talking about a few minutes ago. We have buildin~s here, and I agree too, , 

I do not know which hon. gentleman it was,with those temporary buildings. I 

detest having to build temporary buildings. But, still it is absolutely a 

must;wle have an over-populated tmiversity. We have there,on the University 

Campus, buildings costing anywhere from $10.75 per square foot to $16.80 

per square foot. It all depends on the type of buildin~ that was rquired. 
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MR. CHALKF.R: If it is for engineering, it is an entirely different building. 

If it is for chemistry, it is an entirely different buildinp,, it is more-. 

expensive. If it is for just classrooms.it is compartively cheap, you could 

build it~on a temporary bases,for about $10.00 or $11.00. per square foot. If you 

are asking me about buildings, you have got to advise me what kind of 

buildin~ you w~nt. Is it going to be a science lab? Is it ~oing to be 

an engineerinr. lab~ Two entirely different things. 

AN HON. }!filfBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: Oh, that is true. That is true. Well, those buildings were 

built for that. We c:3n go up in those buildings._ 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: No, this price is not way out of line. I have not got the 

actual cost of the square footage here with me this evening, but otr average 

cost in running a building of this type, now this is a most er.pensive buildinp, 

you can build, it runs into the vicinity of 7 on the average,around $30.00 

per square foot. Now there are other ~uildings; you take those ~uildings, 

if you are interested, if the committee is interested, Mr. Chairma~, we 

are building now or about to build five vocational schools, St. Anthony, 

Baie Verte, Springdale, Placentia and Bonavista. 

AN HON, MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: Yes, I certainly will, Mr. Chairman. The contracts have 

been let, prices have been - it is a public contract, they have not been 

notified as of this moment, because they have to be approved by Treasury 

Board,That is only a matter of form, but it will be done. 

AN HON. ~MBER: Inaudible. 

}ffl.. CHALKER: Well, if it is not a matter of form, there will be no 

vocational schools. 

:MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: No, there are ~oing to be four tenders, I believe, or three 

tenders. There is one part of it, the smallest part will not be tendered for. 

There are two things we could do, Now , first of all, Mr. Chairman, anything 

that I can push Newfoundland's way, I will push. I would even like to pay 
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MR. CHALKER: for it, but I am not permitted to, I think, that we should 

try and endeavour, I do not want to say subsidize, but to assiat to some..._ 

extent, to be a little bit free with some of our sub-trades. There were 

sub-trades went out of this country the other day, the only thing that we 

will get out of it is our little bit of labour that is all. Any profit that . 

is made remains up on the mainland and that profit, what precentage of that 

profit, our income tax we do not see. 

AN HON, MEMBER: Inaudible, 

MR. CHALKER: That is not written, no it is not. They may ask for a special 

type of brick which may not be manufactured in Newfoundland. That is true. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CHALKER: No, it is not. It is not. 

Now those five new vocational sch~ols, Mr. Chairman, I am trying to 

give them information. They do not like to get the truth. I am giving them 

the factual truth. Those five new vocational schools, tenders have to be 

called for clearing and the slabs, because they are all on slabs~ Tenders 

will be called, plans are just about ready. Tenders will be callld for the 

trades:that will be mechanicals, plumbing, heatin~, electricity, The only 

part of. that, that will not be called for ,is the the, pref ab section. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR, CHALKER: Yes the grant total is $8.5 million and the amount that will 

be contracted for, or bid on, or tendered for,is in the vicinity of $800,000. 

And that portion,$800,000,is a type of building that was designed in Great 

Britian and have engineers from this country,and representatives from nry 

department went over and saw them and passed them. 

MR. MURPHY: They accompanied Y.r. Landrigan, I understand, 

MR. CHALKER: I believe Mr. Lundrigan was there. As Mr. Lundri~an ias the , 

agency. 

MR. MURPHY: In~Mdible. 

MR. CHALKER: Oh, no, no, no, there is a price on it. There is a price on 

it. I will give 
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MR. CHALICEll,: 
. r ·: 

the price1 lf you do not want it, , just do not waste 
I 

mt time. This is a prefab building that can be manufactured in Newfoundl•nd 

and will be manufactured in Newfoundland. It is a prefab panelling, and it 

will be ~nufactured at the Atlantic Design Bomes?Stephenville. I~ is owned 

by Lundrigans sure, at least I assume it is owned by Lundrigans. I t will . 

employ approximately 150 Newfoundlanders, whereas we had the other thing to 

do, we could have imported our brick and our steel, and this summer,! am afraid, 

I am p~etty well sure of the fact that we will have to bring in outside 

tradesmen, because, well you take St. Anthony and Baie Verte, I doubt very much 
- . 

if you-will find brick layers down there or stee~ riggers. I am pretty well 

sure you would not. 

MR. MURPHY: Not in St. John's, Corner Brook, or Grand Falls. 

MR. CHALKER: I would doubt if you would get any now, I doubt very much that 

you would get any in the next week or so. I doubt it,with all those buildings 
--~-

., 
r , 

going up. 

Ml. MURPHY: (First part inaudible) working on the higbroads,_O\" ~utt1!'g' in water 

and sewage and . that. 

MR. CHALKER: No, no, no, I am talking about tradesmen,Mr, Chairman, such as 

plwnbt;rs is one, brick layers, steel riggers. We,have now, I think it is four 

~r five large buildings left,to start construction right away, and that will 

take pretty well most of all our professional people. I will not say professional, 

but· tradeS111en to construct those. If we had to build that in St. Anthony, I 

would not be surprised if we had to bring in steel riggers there,, l~hereas,. with 
, I 

this panelling type of building,you will be able to get your men there on the 

job. There are lots of carpenters in Newfoundland, there are lots of 

electricians. Only in this original bid.,Mr. Chairman, St. Anthony is the only 

place I believe that an outside firm was low on the contract, and that was a 

firm here in St. John's that got it. 

The others I think are people within the area, something that has 

never happened before, but now people are getting up to the place - However, 
, 

everything is in good shape. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, may I express appreciation from thia ~ide of the 

5C1 



March 30, 1971, Tape 134, Page 2 -- apb 

Bouse for the minister's very detailed and explicit reply on his department'• 

expenditures. The only thing,-I have to compliment him on it, of cour•e~he 

hon. minister comes from the same educational background as I did and probably 
1·. 

ve are i>f_ the same training. I must say he did an exceptionally good job on 
:: •' 

this. Unfortunately there.is one thing which stands out here in hie 

requirements,which I think is quite extraordinary. We had been discussing,in 

the last couple of days, the fact that the Government has been asking for 

three to four months supply. In the case of this particular department,if 

you compare it with last year's estimates, the hon. minister is asking for 

seven or eight :months supply. ., 

There must have been, this only indicatea;Mr. Chairman, that last 

year the ~xp~nditure of this department must have exceeded the estimates by 

a tremendous amount. This.of course,will be revealed when Suppleuientary 

Supply comes down~ If it is not so, the hon. minister is asking for seven or 

eight months s-~~ply for this year, and he has kept on saying that it is only 

three or three and one half months. It would indicate very, very clearly that 

the expenditure of this department last year must have far exceeded what was 

provided in the estimates. 

This is not surprising because . wear~ well aware,on this side of 

.the Bouse>that a great many things were done by the Government,last year or 

in the current year rather,that were not provided for in the estimates. I am 

very suspicious ,tn the light of these facts,that this is exactly what baa 

happened in this particular department. We will know that,of cour••~when the 

estimates and budget are finally provided. He·doea give soma_rather startling 

requirements bere,which make up the total of bis needs. I am not entirely 

surprised, particularly when he mentions a very heavy amount f(!r rent. When 

you think of six dollars and fifty cents a square foot being paid for liqQDr 

stores, rental of liquor stores in comparatively small t~, this i• al1110at 

~uivilant to the rental• charged in large centres like Montreal and certainly 

in St. John's. 5C2 
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Actually, through the Government's generosity on this type of 

building which the hon. minister's department is responsible for having b~flt, 

thi• would mean that those who built those buildings will have them paid out 

in about five or six years. It is a very, very handsome investment indeed, when 

you can get six dollars and fifty cents a square foot. I am not surprised 

that the minister's expenses in that particular department, and in that 

particular aspect,are extremely high indeed. 

He was mentioningiwith some pride#the buildings at the university 

and quite a detailed explanation of the additional co~ts of the engineering 

school was given. I am afraid I am from Missouri on this one. I would like 

to look into it very much more closely but I am afraid we will not get the 

opportunity. The reason I say this is, because I asked my hon. friend,the 

Leader of the Opposition,today,a question as to why the students of the 

university turned down the purchase of the students centre. Now boy~ today_, __ .,,._ 

as we hear continually from the Premier.are very much better educated than their 

forefathers and they have a means of looking at and sizing up and studying a 

situation far better than perhaps some of us did when ve were their age.· These 

boys at the university are not fools. They are very intelligent and very well 

educated, and as I understand it, it has come to ,me that the reason they did 

not buy this students building,to a great extent, was that it was of such poor 

construction for their purposes .that they could not buy it. Theypreferred to 

go out and build a new building. The thing is a very, very shoddy building. 

It is built such that it cannot support other stories oi ~nything of this 

nature. This _was a quick,shoved-up job, at a very high cost, and it is a very 

inferior building indeed, and the students would not fall for that. 

Now it is all very well for the minister to express great satisfaction 

in the beautiful buildings. that are at the university, but I have a verx 

strong suspicion ~hat some of the buildings _in appearance. may look very beautiful, 

although that is open to question in some cases, but I am quite sure that the 

contracts,. that built those buildings,looked much more beautiful to the 

contractors who got them. 

engineering building now. 

This is what I am afraid is happening with this 
5G3 
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In any case,Mr. Chairman, the total requirements of the department 

are completely unrealistic,in comparison with other demands that have beep made 

on us, and I shall certainly vote against them, because, I cannot for the life 

of me see any justification for any department,within a few days of the encl 

of our financial year,asking for seven or eight month Interim Supply. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I could, I realize that with this 

closure the minister cannot answer, but you are permitted to ~od. Would the 

hon. minister indicate to the coamdttee1by a nod, whether no (1) that the 

plans and specifications for the extension to the science and engi~eering 

building were made available, and were indeed in. the hands of other contractors 

during the time that the plans and specifications were being·prepare~, with a viet· 

to meet the 4eadline· requested by .Memorial University, that there could be a 

short-tendered call. 

Secondly,may I call the committee's attention to the fact that it __ .,._ 

took the hon. minister but thirty-six hours to negotiate what he considers to 

be a satisfactory contract with Newfoundland Engineering. He also admits that 

there are several other competent, good construction_ firms in the Province of 

Hewfoundland,quite capable of performing the job that was requirel at Memorial. 

I do not think that this would have seriously del~yed, or seriously handicapped, 

and it certainly would have avoided the embarrassment that the Board of Regents 

found themselves in when this became public knowledge. I do not think it would 

have caused a very serious handicap,if the minister spent another thirty-six 

hours negotiating with another competent construction company in this Province. 

Indeed, over a period of one week,_he could have negotiated, skillfully negotiated 

with practically every construction company in this Province that is capable of 

performing the work. 

I suggest Mr. Chairman, that the other construction companies,in 

this Province, particularly last year when work was pretty.scarce, were fully 

familiar with the speclfications and designs of this building. I •ugge•t al•o, 

Mr. Chairman, that the price for this building is considerably higher than it 

should have been. We are not talking about 
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MR, HICKMAN: 

a new building. We are talking about a building that was designed and 

' planned for an extenai~. _. 1"·hat 1a completely different from taking a 

normal building and putting an extension on to it. When a building is 

designed 1.in the first instance, to take another story, then it ia much 

cheaper to build that extension than it ia a normal extension. 

Mr. Chairman, the other item that obviously introduces a new 

-

concept in the construction.is the price which has now been given for the 

five vocational schools. It ia my understanding 7 from what the Minister 

has said,thst the total cost of these schools will be $6. million -

MR. ROBERTS : f8.5 million. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well, if it is $8. million dollars then the concept is even 

more unique that I had thought. Of that $8. million dollars worth of 

work,or $6. million or whatever the figure is that is to be done,only 

one very small se~tion of that construction will not be subject to a 

tender call and that 1a the prefabricatio~ of .the walls and the roof and 

the ceiling and--"\fhatever else goee on it. This new concept indicates 

that out of an $8. million dollar construction job that $7 1 200,0DO, will 

go for site clearing and the sub-trades. Now this is something, I 3111 

sure, that will certainly grab the imagination of the construction companies 

in Newfo1dldland and the equipment,,. 

MR.. ROBERTS : A couple of million dollars. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well, all right $2. million, give or take $2. million1 that 

brings it back to $6. million.which was the original figure for the 

buildings. But out of $6. million dollars,$800 1 000. for walls and steel 

work or structure and roof and ceilings and partitions, the other $5,200,000. 

for sub-trades and for site clearing. Now, Hr. Chairman, that is certainly 

a new innovation, that is a new~startling discovery in the construction 

of buildings.that the cheapest part of putting up .a building would ~e the 

walls and the frame .and the partitions and roof. But if the Minister has 

made this new discovery and if he has convinced Ottawa,because it waa my 

understanding, I may be wrong on this 1 that this ia a coat-sharing programme. 

MR., ROBERTS : No. 

5C5 
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HR. HICXMAN: It is an outright grant, so that Ottawa will not impose · its 

demand that there will be public tenders called. 

HR. MURPHY: That is why they are not ' called. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Would the hon. gentleman yield a moment? 

HR. HICKMAN: I cannot yield because if I yield I am not allowed to rise 

again,but you can speak from your seat. The other point that I would like 

to draw to the hon. Minist~r•s attention; we have heard announcements and 

I believe there is a great deal of urgency in this, that work must c0111111ence~ 

within the next few months on the engineering building for Memorial or 

buildings, I do not know if it is going to be one, two or three, but what

ever it is it is going to be a fairly expensive project. Todate, I believe, 

the Government of Canada has indicated its committment of something less 

than $1. million dollars, but their hopes have been expressed that the 

involvement will be considerably in excess of that amount and because of 

that there apparently was an assurance given in the House of CoDDDOns~last 

week by Mr. Merchand~that public tenders will have to be called. 

The work has been ongoing by the architects and· by the ~ngineering 

division,under the guidance of Professor Bruneau and very competent engineers~ 

:"fh~y know what they want and they have been, I know, of great assistance to 

the architects. So there can be no excuse for the engineering building 

not to call tenders and indeed it would be unthinkable that buildings of 

that size and with the estimated and projected cost there would not be 

public tenders called. But again.would the hon. Minister give use nod 

that public tenders will be called for the engineering building at 

Memorial? 

MR. MURPHY: Which way do you want the nod, up or down or across? 

MR. HICKMAN: I have had the nod. For the record, Mr. Chairman, the hon. 

Minister indicates that tenders will be called for the engineering buildings 

at Memorial University. If we have accomplished nothing else,at least we 

have set our minds at ease in that respect. 

MR. MURPHY: That is some kind of a record to have tenders called. 

' 

MR. HICXMAN: Well, whether it ia, tenders will be called for the engineering 
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MR. HICKMAN : 

building and that is worth staying here until two o'clock to find cut. 
' 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I am now in the position to speak again, I believe, 

on this debate, on this part of the debate anyway -

MR. MURPHY: So the Premier said. 

MR. ROWE: That was a ruling by the Chair •. 

MR. MURPHY: But the Premier made the motion th1?,t -

MR. ROWE: The Premier did not make any motion~ that was a ruling by the 

Chair. 

MR. MURPHY: Well, the closure is not in. 

MR. ROWE: But on a closure motion y~u can only speak once and then for 

twenty minutes. 

MR. MURPHY: Yes, that is it. 

MR. ROWE: All right, but it was not the fremier who decided that. 

MR. MURPHY: Who decided it? 

MR. ROWE: The rules of this House decided it. 
~ ·-,Jt,-

MR. MURPHY: Who made the motion? I did not. 

..... 

MR. ROWE: It was made here before the hon. gentleman ever became a member 

of the House. 

MR. MURPHY: What the closure was in then? I never heard of it b~fore,not 

on this side of it. 

MR. ROWE: The regulation regarding closure, of course it is. Mr. Chairman, 

I had not intended to speak and I will only speak for a moment,, but the hon. 

member for Burin has raised a point there which I think should be known to 

the Committee and to the House. I said today that we did have, and I used 

the past tense,we did have $12. million dollars . or so to our credit in 

Ottawa for Vocational Education and I said that,yesterday afternoon late7 I 

had received a cheque for, and this is the photostatic copy of it, the 

official one given me by the bank,by the way,for records,of $8.5 million , 

I read part of the letter from the Minister of Manpowe~ in the Govern

ment of Canada. I did not read the whole letter because it was not 

relevant at the time, but there is one short paragraph which bears immediately 

on what the hon. member has referred to. 
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MR. ROWE: 

In the past 1 under our various agreements with Ottawa,we had to 

submit plans for the building of vocational schools and get approvnl and 
I 

~f we wanted to enlarge them we had to submit plans and so on. That is ..._ 

no longer the case in respect of the $12. million dollars we have,n~d here 

is the paragraph, the exact words from the Minister of Manpowe~. He says; 

"I am pleased to enclose a cheque for $8.S million and so on. The final 

payment of approximately $4.1 million will be made during the next fiscal 

year1following verification by our respective departments of the exact 

amount owing•:to you." Then he goes on-. "With this current ·payment~(that. is 

this payment of $8.5 million)''we shall cease our normal procedure of 

requiring project submissions and claims, Any submissions or claims which 

we have on hand will be returned to you." 

So this answers, I think completely,the point raised by the hon. 

gentleman,that we are our own masters in respect of this money and what we 

do with this money and a major portion of the money is to be spent in the 

building and the equipping of the five vocational schools,at Baie Verte, 

St. Anthony, Bonavista, Placentia and Springdale and I said th~equipping 

as well,which is a major item in any vocational scho~l, also in the 

enlarging of our College of Trades and in providing some equipment,as well, 

for our Fishery College and the· enlarging of two ~r three of the other 

vocational schools. The point is,we are our own masters in this ~stter~ 

We do not have to go back to Ottawa to get approval for anything. The only 

thing the Minister asked me,.in a previous letter~if we would let him know 

the sites where we intended to build these schools. ·rhey would like to have 

that for their records. '¥e did that, of course, and were only too happy 

to do it,as a matter of courtesy, so that they would be able to know on 

what particular sites we had decided to spend this money. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, I have listened to the -the hon. Mini6ter is 

not in the Chamber at the present moment. With reference ~o,, in the first 

instance,this building at Memorial University that I mentioned on opening 

day,and I referred back to Hansard last year where the question was asked 

about this building and the answer was received that $1.5 million dollars 
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KR. MURPHY: 

would be the cost of that building, subsequently 7 on October 27th, 1970, 

$1,996,000. contract awarded at MUN. Following this or previous to it 

actually,there was Chalker and Association to discuss tendering methods,..._ 

this was the construction association. At that time the Minister of 

Public Works promised that public tenders would be called for all these 

buildings. Now the Minister has stated that there was no time period in 

which to call tenders but there was a set of plans. Now I doubt if there 

was only one set of plans possibly..lt was just as easy to draw ten or 

fifteen1 through photostatting~this sort of thing, and on account of this 

he could discuss with a construction firm,tthe name does not matter at this 

time~ a wonderful deal, a good deal. The Minister was quite proud of the 

deal, I think he did it in something like a day and a-half or two days. 

Now if there. were only one set of plans in existence 71 could see 

that,lut>as I said,there must have been more than one set of plans 1and the 

Minister discussed this thing and got a very good deal on it, as he said,. 

$1 9 996,000. rti1re are no more I suppose .than four or five main contractors 

in the Province1 who could do a job like this,that this could be_.discussed 

with. "The plans had been drawn, the architect,had all the plans ready, so 

on and so forth. N6w over the years it is one of the main gripes or 

criticisms that the Opposition has had·with this Government and that is 

the passing out of public monies without any tenders being called. Now we 

have another situation where we are going to get five vocational ~chools, 

I broached the matter to the hon. Minister of Education yesterday,from 

whom I received no answer. Now the Minister tells us,and I read here that 

these schools are costing $6. million and not $8. million .,as the Premier 

said. '.!:his is the statement by the hon. Minister of Education, Dr. F.W •. 'lowe, 

~five new schoola to be built in the St. Anthony area, the Baie Verte 

Peninsula, Springdale area, Bonavista area and the Placentia area at a 

cost of $6. million dollars." 

Last week I received a call from an interested citizen1who wanted 

me to place this question on the Order Paper,as to the spending of $6. 

million on these five schools -,without tenders been called and it was stated 
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that th~ company that got the tender to build the schools,who are Lundrigans 

I understand, went to England to survey or size up different types of 

schools and they were accompanied by the Deputy Minister of Public Works-~ 

and some other official from the Department of Public Works and they choose 

a certain type of buildingjand this is it. Now $6. million,and I think the 

hon. member for Burin just mentioned it, is going to be the total cost of 

these school,s and the main part of these · five school~., as .. has ag.,.in been 

state4,is only going to cost $800,000. 

Now, were tenders called on the electrical, plumbing installations 

for these,could the hon. Minister answer me that? Who received the tenders 

or who was awarded the tende~ 1~ they were so called? I would like to see 

tabled in this HouseJfor the information of the people of the Province, not 

me,the people.of the ,Province, just the comparision in the~e tenders; 

because anybody in the Province, everybody in the Province are as much 

aware as I am of the names that keep cropping up for big deals where our 
--~-

Government is spending the money. Now these people are known to everybody 

as thoroughly solid l.iberal supporters. Have I~as a member of this House, 

have we~as members·of the Opposition~the right to ask these questions? . ftas 

the Government_,as custodians of the peoples' money 1 the obligation, the moral 

obligation to table all these figures in this hon.,House-so that the people 

of the Province will know just where their money is going? Now perhaps I 

maybe too much of a moralist or maybe perhaps a little too sincere with 

this type of stuff -

Ml HON. MEMBER: Walking on the water. 

MR. MURPHY: Oh, there was only one man walked on the water 

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes, but another man tried. 

MR. MURPHY: Another man was run over by a motor boat, you heard that one 
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out for his morning stroll. I will not repeat it here. I have heard that: 

one before. But the Hon. Minister of Mines. Agriculture & Resources, silica, 

~okes, pollution, always manages to interject Mr. Chairman, I do net know, 

the House is aware when something vital. to the interest of this Province is· 

'being discussed. You are being lead along another path. A foolis~ nonsensical 

remark. Everybody gets a little bit upset, bored,when we talk ab~ut how this 

government have spent,squandered,thrown away, passed out to their friends 

millions upon millions upon millions of dollars of the taxpa~ers IIK'ney. 

They are over there now with the smug look, you would not know - hundreds 

and hundreds and millions of dollars - It is a great joke1 Mr. Chairman. a 

great joke. · The way the people's money is being squandered, passed out to 

personal friends of this party and I refer to the Liberal Party. ~f we 

were to have P!~ced before uk the recond of the spending of this Government 

over this past nineteen, twenty years; to whom the money was given or 

awarded to whom the contracts were awarded, How many instances~we~e tenders 

called? We would have many, many, many millions of ·dollars. to do these 

things . that this Government is so worried about,they cannot do the9e great 

priorities~, these few roads to be paved, so an arid so forth. They get u~ 

and put on the great front. You know, why do we do this, why do we do that/ 

There are other things more necessary to be done. But when it com~s to 

squandering the people's money,not a qualm of conscience in the world, 

wonderful, wonderful this is it. 

The hard core Liberals you kaow, there are two groups, one on the band-

wagon and the other ~ne trying to get on. this~is a definition of a hard 

core-liberal in this Province. There is one thing,,if there is only the one 

thing, that we have tried to place before the public of this - the people 

of this Province 1th!s past few years,is the complete and utter disregard 

for the squandering of the people's money. The moner that is wrur.~ from 

them in the highest sales tax in Canad~. Second highestt Second highest 

sales tax in Canada. It is tbe highest in the sense that the baEe of the 
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tax is much lower than any other Province in Canada. My chocolate bar fr,.end 

is not in the House a-n~ore, He has resigned. Utter frustration. Just 

driven to it,.had to get out, could not stand it anymore, if he had to\have 

waited another few months he would have rejoiced with the rest of us. The 

tide was going away.1 a:way out. No disrespect to anybody. The Premier has 

earned a good rest,I think,from the people of the Province. 

get the works ftom the public, I do not know. 

MR CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

The Premier may 

MR.MURPHY: That is right,Mr. Chairman, I will be allowed to speak without 

interruption. I am not worth much money,1in fact, I am only a poor man- the 

little boy from Flower Hill - No great actors award or anything else,here I 

am a humble, servant of the people -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! ___ ... _ 

MR.MURPHY: With all the banter, Mr, Chai1"111&n, let us not forget about the

When a Minister stands up on the floor of this House and says th~t he did not 

have time to call a tender but he negotiated a deal something like two days. 

•e ·could not do it with two firms or three firms,just one - now we iave another 

firm that is given a contract
1
without a comparison'of any other tender or 

anything else, just pass it out -. let her go - no wonder_, no wonder our debt 

is a billion dollars. Not true? Not truel When we look at our commitments 

in this Province,they exceed one billion dollars. No matter what way you 

argue or anything else. We are now on Public Works. I am wondering now, 

Mr. Chairman, how far this builders1 association has gotten with the 

Department of Public Works,,with reference to tenders called. This was on 

August 21, since that time these buildings have been awarded, these five 

wcational schools, as far as we know tenders were not called. Six millio:i 

dollars. Not four, ~ot five, but six million~dollars_of th~axpayers money. 

Well, I only quote here from the hon. Minister of Education, whom I have 

the greatest respect for. One of the greatest men we have ever had in this 
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..... 
Province,perhaps the top-ranking politician, tt least the Premier says this. 

The outstanding man in this Province and if I disagree with my hon. friend 

from Grand Falls, the Hon. Minister of Education1 I would not do it1 I would 

chose the hon. minister ahead of the Premier still. 

We have some questions on the Order Pape~Mr. Chairman, which we hope 

we will get more information1and that is with regard to the subtrad~s on 

these b'uildinge. I presume they have been awarded in the usual discr~et 

fine-pencilled manner that the department have used all through the years. 

The conrrete slabs,I hope they put buildi_ngs on,not any of our bodhs before 

this is over. I do not want to make any statement that might be open to 

contradiction. 

Eighty thousand square feet. The hon, Minister:.uade the state~ent that 

it w~s competitj.~e with the College of Trades and Technology I think something 

like twenty-four or twenty-seven dollars a foot. But he omitted to mention 
,, 

that the cost of arnew buildin~compared to ,ad•ing a story.on,,t~ere is a geeat 

amount of difference in it, because the main services .must be installed. The 

cost of the foundation,so on and so forth1 is very much higher than just adding 

' a story on a building. But it may be a good copy~ think for the minister 

to come out and say this actually,this one over across,was built on a cost -

plus too~l do not know who built that one, but possibly it was the same firm 

that is going to build the five now, vocational schools, 
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Mr. Murphy. -
who have done very well out of this Government and are continuing 

to do so notwithstanding the objections of the building trades, The 

total vote in this, Department of Public Works, $3,520,000. There is 

one other item that I would like to discuss and that is the tokem vote in 

last year's estimates for the Expo buildings, $100. 

How can the minister tell us where he is going to get all 

this money that he is going to spend on these Expo buildings 1 to have 

them ready oy June, as he said the other day. Where is this money coming 

from? ls it another windfall from somewhere? There is only $100 voted, 

·I think it all came out of the $10Q. I think it was three the Prenier 

said yesterday. There are three great buildings going to be opened, 

We gave him $1gQ with which to do it, Wonderful! Wonderful! Tha~ is 

the Government we want. If we could keep them in power for anothe~ twenty years, it 
.. 

would be something, 

Mr. Chairman, I move that the amount of $3;529,00~ be reduced 

to $352,000 - Item (9), Public Works. The way the minister is spending 

our money, he is lucky to get that much,for a month. 

-nt. MURPHY: 

_MR. BARBOUR: 

The hon. memher for Bnnaviste·south. 

That is why I am on my feet. I can assure you, Mr. Chairman,, 

MR, CHAIRMAN: I am sorry we cannot speak to the amendment, 

MR. BARBOUR: May I speak on Public Works? 

MR, ROBERTS: We will deal with the amendment and then we will let 

the hon. gentleman make his speech. 

MR. CHAIR..'!AN: Sit down until we get rid of the amendment. 

MR. CROSBIE: Before you put the amendment, Mr. Chairman, or is it 

the ruling that nobody can speak on the amendment? 

MR. ROBERTS: Kr. Chairman, point of order. Mr. Chairman, the Chair 

earlier ruled that nobody could speak on the amendment. 

MR. CROSBIE: Is the ruling that nobody can speak on an amendment or 

if you have already spoken, you cannot speak on the amendment? 
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MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

Well in that case, the hon, gentleman has the floor. 

We are just asking. We are quite satisfied, That is 

all, We just want the ruling. Can no one speaking on the amendment 

or what is the ruling? Mr. - Chairman, is the rule that no one can speakJ 

on the amendment? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Anyone can speak on the amendment who have not alreacy 

spoken. 

_MR. CROSBIE: 

_MR. BARBOUR: 

Carry on~ 

Mr. Chairman, I can assure the committee, the people of 

-

Bonavista, the people of King's Cove, the people of Keels, Duntarra, 

Trinity, Melrose, Port Rexton, Port :.Union, Catalina, Litd.e Catalina, 

Elliston, Newman's Cove, three Amherst Coves, all the coves in Bonaviata 

South, do not think it is squandering or wasting the taxpayers' money, _ .... _ 

when we see now the opportunity coming to us to have a vocational school 

built in the town of Bonavista. .. 

In the past, Mr. Chairman, students who wanted to .learn a 

trade or a profession either had to go to Grand Falls, Gander, Clarenville 

·or here in the City of St. John's/at considerable'expense. 

New, sir, when this school is built and becomes a reality, the 

co11111unities that I have mentioned will be able to go to the school in 

the day and return in the evening to their homes again. To them it will 

mean great things, because it will save money and they will be able to 

go to the schools with little expense. Then, there is another way· to 

look at it. Carpenters, plumbers, electricians, stenographers, painters, 

secretaries will be able to go to the s·chool and improve their knc-wledge 

or their trades. Freshmen will be able to go and to learn trades. So 

far as we are conc..erned, then, it is definitely not a waste of the 

people's money! 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, before we vote on the amendment, I would 

like to speak for a few minutes on this topic. I was entranced by the 

hon. minister's explanation th~t he gave tonight. It is the most lucid and 
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Mr. Crosbie 

at the same time opague and at the same time most worthy of deserved 

attention that we have had of all these estimates. 1. would like to thank • 

him for his c~arification of the position. I thank him for the prcfulent 

negotiations he conducted on those contracts, In fact, Mr. Chairm~n, 

I am so pleased by the hon, minister's presentation tonight,I am net 

even going to mention-. the Expo buildings. All I want to mention is this: 

That between 8:30 p.~. and l a.m., we have had two hours and fifty 

minutes of orations by hon, members opposite, The same hon, members who 

on Thursday afternoon, Friday afternoon, Monday afternoon, Tuesday morning, 

Tuesday afternoon, would not say a word. Once closure was imposed, all 

of them suddenly found their voices, Two hours and jifty minutes out of 
• ·--"!. 

the five hours from 8:30 p.m. to l a.m., During that period, Mr. Chiirman, 

we have discussed $6.4 million in expenditures, and we have $64t3 million, 

It is now 1:30 a.m. We have a half hour, Mr. Chairm&?, to discuss $64.3 

million, ten departments and eleven heads of expenditure, because of the 

great efforts made by hon, members opposite, Thai is what closure 

means in this House. That is that $64,3 mil.lion is going to go through, 

in the next half hour, Mr. Chairman, without any discussion at all, because 

of the outstanding efforts of hon. gentleman opposite. 

MR. iWWE (F.W.) All one day on Provincial Affairs, 

MR. CROSBIE: Provincial Affairs: one hour on Thursday. We had two 

hours nn Friday. We had two hours on Monday, That is all. It is 

only $100 million. The hon. gentlemen opposite have imposed closure. 

I just pointed out those statistics, Mr. Chairman, We have a-half hour 

to do $64 million worth of work and1 therefore, I wait for the next hHd 

of expenditure~ 

_MR. NOLAN: Again we have the mutterings of a gentleman opposite, where 

everytime that someone stands up on this side of the House, has to sneer. 

He seems to forget that the same people who elected him, citizens of the 
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Mr. Nolan. 

Province1 elected the people on this side of the House; he seems to 

forget that the people who elected him, as a member of the Govemment, 

were Liberals. Bu~ the point we are on now is Publi~ Works. What 

...... 

we are discussing,in fact, and has been discussed on the other aide of 

the House, in addition to the trades schools, is the manner of tenclerings, 

the method in which the department is operated and by a gentleman who 

has been in this House longer than most of us and once more has devoted 

a great deal of his time, as you know, to the department and to the 

office which he presently holds. There is no question about the fact 

for those who know him, and I refer to some of the hon~ friends .pf 
·---

ldne opposite1who shared the responsibilities with him not only insofar 

as Public Works was concemed but also with other departments, ~an surely 

testify to the job that he has done and is continuing to do and with 

a group, I believe, of very qualified and certainly very dedicated officials. 

Number one, in this instance, is the hon, Minister,of Public Works, 
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MR. NOLAN: That is a tender list. He -walked into that one. -ct Mr. Chairman, I know there are those who would like to have it up for 

tender. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: And the rejects are over there. 

MR. NOLAN: Yes. There are those who would like to have it up for tender, 

which may _deprive some people opposite and including some people over here. 

You may not have the extra change in your peocket. However, getting back 

to the trade schools
1
1 agree most heartedly with my hon. friend who just 

spoke a moment ago, and I am sure that all the members of the House, we 

welcome back to the House 1from his recent hospitafization,and to see that 

he is in fine shape again. 

MR. ROBERTS: He is in better shape than he ever felt. 

MR. NOLAN: Just a few moments ago, Mr..- Chairman, I am sure you will be 

edified to know-~hat the hon. member was showing us his operation. 

MR. ROBERTS: On the other hand perhaps it is Public Works. 

MR. BARBOUR: It is water works. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Chairman, you finally come to the conclusion -that you 

· cannot win some games. 

But getting back to the trade schools again? it is something that we have 

all wanted. All hon. members opposite. 1 have been very proud of the fact 

that we have had trade schools, for example, and the beautiful one in St. 

aohn's and Seal Cove and other areas of the island, But, no one who is 

aware of the problems that are involved and the demands that come from 

students by the thousands here would not want to see one, for example, in 

my hon. friend•s district/in St, Anthony, in my hon. friend!s distr ict also. 

And the fact that they are now looking very closely and studying the poa~ibil_itr 

of have trades that are closely associated with hi~h schools is aonething 

that, I believe, all-members of this House are in favour of: 

Therefore, I have noheaitation in supporting the request of my hon. 

friend, the Minister of Public Works,in his recommendation that his vote lit" 

this time,for Interim Suppl~ be adppt•d and a~cepted. 
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MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman. since I did not make it on the amendment earlier, 

M,aybe I can R&V! a few words now. Principally, I think, to pay tri~ute to 

the hon. minister, but perhaps more so to his Deputy Minister, who since 

1966 has been the work horse of the Harmon Corporation,which was set up at 

that time to take over, control and administer,under the Minister of Public 

Works,the property that was formerly· 

Stephenville. 

the American Airforce Base at 

I recall a debate in this House that year, Mr. Chairman, in which the 

question was raised of the rights of people living on that area, that former 

Base area 1 to vote and have the ordinary rights of citizens. And I was a._little 

premature at that time because, I think, there were about twelve peo?le living 

there. But today virtually the entire housing area on the Harmon Complex 

has been filled, some 450-odd units. There are, I think, in execess of ZSOO 

people actually_l_living in that area, which is administered by the Harmon 

Corporation. And, I think, the time has now come and the Government, indeed, 

agre•s that the time has now come to consider the expansion of the boundaries 

of the Town of Stephenville1 to take in the housing and-commerical area that 

·is now administe~ed by the Harmon Corporation. This would mean the housing, 

' the schools, and some of the occupied coll!lllerical property. That is one side 

of what the Harmon Corporation has been doing·, The other side, and I think 

the two sides together probably make up one of the best success stories that 

Newfoundland has ever seen. Arid the other side, the commerical and 

industrial side there are today, and let me go back Mr, Chairmanr-w1'.en the 

Harmon Corporation took over at Stephenville, it did so in.-the wake of the 

closing of the Air Base, which at the time it closed employed 1134 ·people. 

Today 1on the Harmon Corporation,administered by my colleague, the Minister of 

Public Works, whose Deputy Minister is the Acting Chairman of the Cc-rporation, 

today there are some thirty industties, big and small, some thirty activities, 

commerical and industrial, which to~ether employ in ez:cess of 1,500, l:nd I think 

by next week it will be in excess of 1600 people. And that does not include 

_.~ some 1,000 people, adults,who are y.oing to school full-time, five da)·s a week, 
. 579 
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MR. CALLAHAN: Centre. And other gr,oups etin a number of at?eas of trnining on 

heavy equipment, and sophisticated heavy trucks, gear shift vehicles and 

. that kind of thing, who are being graduated at the rate of about se,,enty 

every twelve weeks. And as we heard here the other day, Mr. Chairman, the 

fruits of that training programme are such that out of about 600 men who 

have been graduated from that latter programme, about~and at least ai~hty

five percent are known to be employed in the field in which they we::-e train(ld. 

In the Stephenville Adult Centre,which I consider to be the most basic 

the most enlightened thing we have done perhaps in this Province to eradicate 

functional illiteracy .to give people a basic level of academic training, 

~ome 7,000 people, I understand, Mr. Chairman, have gone through that training 

centre, which is also administered1 in terms of the property/by the Harmon 

Corporation,whose votes are provided in the votes of my colleague, ~he Minister 

of Public Works. 

So that, Mr--:· Chairman, the Harmon Corporation, as I have said, has done 

a tremendous job for this Province, not only in terms of maintai~in~ the 

property and administering the property, but also in terms of carrying out 

Government policy/in terms of making that property useful and makin~ it an 

asset to the Province rather than a liability, making it a place of very 

great activity rather than a place of empt~ness_, as it had been whe!l the 

American Air.force withdrew. 

So far as the enlargement of the boundaries of Stephenville are concerned, 

we are now at the point, I think, where it can usefully become a matter of 

negotiation, as between the Province,, represented by the Harmon Corp~ration, 

and the Town of Stephenville. And my feeling is that the more quickly that 

area can become a part of the town, the more quickly a number of pr~blems 

that now exist,in terms of dual administration,.will be eradicated a.~d there, 

will not be a separation between the two areas, and the people who live on 

the Barmon Corporation will find themselves in reality citizens of Stephenville. 

But my reason, Mr. Chairman, for rising really was to pay tribute to the 

Harmon Corporation/who are in fact working themselves out of a job that was 

5~0 



March 30th. 1971 Tape 138 PK - 4 

MR. CALLAHAN.i there mandate, and to pay tribute to my colleague, the 

~ister and to his Deputy Minister,who have taken over this property 

and made it work, and as I have said, to become a very substantial asset 

in terms of employment, in terms of housing, in terms of various kinds 

of development, not only for the Steph~ville area . but for this en.tire 

Province. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. "Chairinan, like the other one, I had not· intented to get 

into this, and I just want to make three brief points, as the hour is late, 

and there may be one or two other ~•rs,:who wish to speak to th~ committee. 

The first point, Sir,.that I quite resent the cheap. unwarranted -

. --~~ 
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-insinuation of the hon. member for·St. John's West. He is not in 

the Chamber but I hope he can hear what I am saying,--in which ha - the cheap 

insinuation - here-he is now - the cheap insinuations in which he just threw 

out since eight o'clock tonight, members on this side of the House - the 

insinuations that since members on this side of the House ha~spoken for so 

many minutes and hours and members on the other side has spoken so many 

minutes,or else,there was some devious plot. This i~. typical of the hon. 

gentleman,Mr. Chairman, quite typical of him. It is quite typical of the 

way he approaches things. He did not bother poi~ting out,with even basic 

intellectual honesty,that the Committee was today,for five entire ~ours 

debating one small item, one item,1t is a large dollar item, one-twentieth 

of the ' subheads in this resolution. It is a-quarter of the expenditure. 

It may raise a_~ery important item,but there are a number of others equally 

important, I will not say more important but equally important. He did 

not bother pointing out that the Committee have spent more time on this 

Interim Supply Bill than any Bill,any Interim Supply Bill,in·our h~story. 

Anyway I think it is cheap of them and I think it is perhaps quite beneath 

contempt. 

Let me go on to say I resent the fact that I am not going to have the 

opportunity,as Minister of Health.to say anything about the Interim Supnly 

requesting,as the Minister of Health. There are a number of points 

which I am sure bon. gentlemen opposite wish to put to me, I know of interest 

to Newfoundland's medical doctors in the gallery. I do not believe in more 

interest that one of them has been in conversation with his friend and I regret 

that I am not going to have the benefit of the questions on this oaeasion. I do 

hope that I will get them later. 

Me.Chairman, I am resentful that we will not get on to all the other items 

that should be discussed. I resent the fact that this Committee has been 

• delayed and that there has been obstructionism,that there has been deliberate 
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malevolent delay on the p~rt of the Opposition, right fr~m the day in which 

the Interim Supply Resolution 1 even the motion that the House resolve itself 

into a Committee, right from that point. That motion has traditionally in 

this House been put and carried without debate. It is a debateable motion, 

and so we did debate it. We spent an afternoon on it. There has been 

deliberate obstruction on the part of the Opposition. Now, let the Opposition 

thenJtaving made their bed,lie in it. 

SOME HON.MEMBER: (inaudible) 

I am sick and tired of the ~hining 

MR.ROBERTS: -~e hon. gentleman is entitled to come under medicare and also 

hon. g~ntleme_u· may come under the new mental health Act,if they so wish. 

Under the Children's Dental Health Programme and perhaps under the Rehabilitation, 

because while the light holds out to burn the.vilest sinner may return. We will 

have to amend ~t Mr. Chairman. There is one vile sinner who has ~een over 

and back and gone again and now he is moving,in his hop-scotch •• Fir.al 

Finally Mr. Chairman, I hear a braying - I hear a braying from a corner 

of the House - I wonder if the hon. gentleman would be good enough to let 

~ draw my remarks to a close. I resented the fact that I cannot discuss 

health, thanks to the hon. gentleman and his -

MR.CROSBIE: ( inaudible.) 

MR.ROBERTS: Yes, and no supply and we will be here for months, nonsense. 

There is still the full supply debate. The Opposition tried to pretend that 

there would be none. 

own constituents. 

Typical. I am willing when the time comes to face my 

At least I have the courage to stay in the party in which 

I was elected 1more than the hon. gentleman did. The hon. gentleman lost -

MR.CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR.ROBF.RTS: Finally, Mr. Chairman, may I say to my collea,ue1 the M~niater of 

Public Works ~ublicly vhat I have already said privately; I am deli~hted that 

the Government are now moving to honour and to implement the commitnent which 

we made a number of years to provide ~ocational training facilities for the 
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people of the northern peninsula. Desperately needed, just as they are n~eded 

in Bonavista! They are needed in LaScie, They are needed in Spri~~dale. 

They are needed in Placentia. Desperately needed! We need still more. 

I am delighted now. My colleague,in putting his estimates to the Committee 

has asked.and eccordingiy, Mr. Speaker, it will be a great pleasure for me to 

support these estimates. 

MR.SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, anGther thing that the hon. member for St. 

John's West did not point out to this Committee1 and that is the fact that 

all of the matters that have not been debated up to now, twelve mir.uted to 

two, .and all of the matters that have been debated up to now, all of the 

matters that are on that page twenty odd, twenty matters, totallin~ a 

hundred million dollars, •.w.l of these matters~ those of them have been 

debated up to now and those of them that have not been debated up to now~ 
·--'-

will all be debated. He has not pointed that out. He has not J)C•inted out 

that the estimates must be brought down here. He has not point:d out that 

a budget must be brought down here. He has not pointed out that both will 

be debated,probably for several weeks. He has not pointed out that queRtions 

will almost certainly be asked, running up into many, many hundreds and that 

this Committee, the Committee of. Supply,wilL have every conceivable opportunity 

to discuss and debate and decide on every last item.of the Government's 

proposed expenditure. Not a hundred million, but three or four t i mes that -

much, Not-half a dozen items, not twenty, thirty, forty, or a hundred items 

but several thousand items. All will be laid before the Committee, all :.will 

be open to debate, all will be open to questioning. It will take one week, 

two weeks, three weeks, four weeks, not a few hours, and that this is what• 

has in fact happened ever since the comin~ of Confederation. This has not 

been pointed out. _But what has been claimed is that this· is a nefarious 

an abominable, a scandalous attempt to deprive the House of information -

SOME HON,ME~IBER: (inaudible) 
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MR.SMALLWOOD: That is a lie. That is a lie. That is an obviou9 lie. 

That is an apparent lie. That is a lie so apparent that a stupid f~ol would 

even see it. It is completely a lie. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wanted to say a word about the five vocational 

schools that we are about to build. We are very proud that we are about to 

build them. Very 'happy for the pe9ple who will be served by the big new 

one in St, Anthony, and the other at Baie Verte. The other at Springdale. 

The fourth at Bonavista. The fift~ at Placentia. We are happy for the 

people surrounding those important centres. We are happy for the tens of 

thousands of young men and women who will go through those schools in the 

next , five, eight, ten, twelve, fifteen years. Tens of thousands young 

Newfoundlanders whose prospects of making a decent living in Newfoundland 

will be vastly..,..,i.mproved by the operation of these schools. There are five 

of them and when they will be ready in the fall they will have cost $8.5 million 

to put there. Ready to turn the key and allow the students to go in. The 

teaching staff to begin work,at that point they will have cast $8.S million 

The tenders have already been called for the excavation and foundations. 

' 
The tenders will be called for the eiectrical, for the plumbing, ar.d heating, 

for the painting, The tenders will be called for approximately $7,700,000. 
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of the $8.5 million which leaves a total of approximately $800,000 

that will not be called, for which tenders will not be called, some!hing 

below ten per cent of the total value. The tenders will be called for 

$2.5 million worth of machinery, of equipment, of paraphemalia. of all 

kinds ~hat will go in the five schools. A total of $7,700,000 will be 

awarded on the basis of tenders called for and will be awarded to tne 

loweat tender. But there will be an amount of $8~0,000 or a little 

under ten per cent of the lot that will not be awarded on tender. That 

amount of $800,000 is to pay for the cost of the shells, the five shells, 

the walls and the roof - the shells, costing an average of $160,00C each. 

How when the Minister of Public Works,who has served in that 
___ ,._ 

capacity for going on fourteen years, longer than any man in history in 

this Province, when he was charged with the duty of advising the Cabinet 

of the best way, the most efficient way and the most ~conomical way to build 

those five schools, he put to us two ways of doing it. (1) the normal 

way of calling in firms of architects and saying t~ those firms; cesign, 

each of you,a school - five firms, five schools. Each of you desi~n 

a school. Draw the architectual plans and draw up the specifications 

to the point where, we can call for tenders. Then the various builders 

would come into the minister. They would pick up the blue prints, and 

' they would pick up the specificad.ons - · ~n the basis of which they would 

tender for the construction of the five schools. There would be tenders, 

doubtless from five, six or eight construction companies. The contracts 

would be awarded and the steel would be brought into the Province . 1 The 

brick would be brought into the Province and almost certainly bri~k layers 

would be brought into the Province and steel riggers would be brought into 

the Province. It would coat much more than the $800,000 to build and erect 

and complete those five buildings. It could not be done for $800,000, an average 

ses 
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of $160,000 each for the five schools. It could not be done! 

It would cost more tban the $800,000 and,not only that, 

most of the money that would be spent would go out of the Province, It is 

true. Most of the money would go out of the Province. Every doll£r of 

the $800,000 that we have decided to spend to put up those five buHdings 

will stay in the Province.with the exception, only. of the licence 

fee that the firm in Stephenville, Atlantic Design Homes, will have to 

pay to the English owners of the ISEC system, This is a system. 

under which a building is erected in a factory. You take 150 or 170 

men to do it in that factory in Stephenville. The building in that 

factory is built under a.system patented in England. The owners of the ___ ,,_ 

patent must received a royalty or a fee, a licence fee from the factory 

in Stephenville. 

Now that will be the only money that will go out ~f the 

Province,of that $800,0CI\ because every last inch and every last 

ounce of those five buildings will be of Newfoundland origin and of 

Newfoundland processing. S 0 1 we will keep the $800,000 in the Province, 

That was the first point the. minister made to it. 

(2) We guarantee quick and early completion, which we cannot 

do ~f we call in five firms of architects and they draw up five 

separate plans and sets of blue prints and five IJparate sets of 

specifications and we advertise for tenders from various firms and 

we finally award the tenders. We cannot, he told us, be sure tha~ the 

buildings. the five schools will be ready for use in the fall. S,J, we 

had our choice in tpe Cabinet. as a Govemment representing the people 

of Newfoundland and trying to do what was right for Newfoundland. We knew 

that of the $8.S miliion, we would be calling tenders for $7 1 700.000. The ISEC 
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system, if we went that route, we would not only get the five buildings 

delivered to us and erected, delivered to the five sites, constructed, 

erected and put together but cheaper than going the other route, They 

would be done on time. We have a guarantee that they would be done on 

time. We know now~here tonight, here this morning, we kno~ that these 

five schools will be done, will be completed. They will be equipped. 

-

They will be staffed to take in, perhaps, 2,000 or 3,000 young Newfoundlanders 

in the early autumn of this present year. We know that it will be 

cheaper. We know that all the work will be done by Newfoundlanders . We 

know that all the money will be kept in Newfoundland. Now there were 

our choices. The Government did not hesitate -three minutes, three minutes. 

We did not hesi~e one minute. The choices were so completely obvious. 

The choice that we had to make was so completely obvious. Now we knew .. 
that in making that choice, we knew very well that in making that choice, 

we would be laying ourselves open to attack from··.the Opposition and 

· misrepresentation, We knew that, We are prepared to do it. We do not 

' hesitate, We have not hesitated. We are not going to hesitate. We 

decided that we would do what was right, what was best for Newfoundland. 

We made that decision, and we are doing it. 

Now the Newfoundland people will judge us. They have judged 

us before, six times, six times, they have judged us. Thia year, t:u!y 

will judge us for the seventh time. The people of those five towns 

will judge us. The people who will go to those schools ,from dozens of 

settlements.,and their parents and their relatives and friends will 

judge us. The people of Stephenville will judge us. The people generally of 

this Province, the people generally of this Province will judge us. Did I 

hear?_- I did not quite hear ••• 
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MR. MURPHY: Is the hon, the Premier going to run in Stephenville? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I thought the hon. Leader of the Opposition was going to 

ask me, was it true that I was going to run. 

MR. MURPHY: Oh, I know you are going to run. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Was I going to run? Well now the only thing I will 

guarantee him is that I do not intend to seek the Liberal nomination 

in St, John's Centre, So, he can sleep tonight, He can sleep. He 

can sleep safely, when he goes home,that I will no~ be running in 

St, John's Centre. I have no expectation that I shall be seeking the 

nomination of the Liberal Party in.the great district of Port au Port. 

But, I do believe that my colleague . the Minister of Mines, Agriculture 

and Resources for whom, I, and all my colleagues in the Cabinet have 
----'· 

profound respect, profound respect for his tremendous ability, for his 

high intelligence and for his indefatigable energy and industry. • No man 

ever served in a Cabinet, worked barded, worked longer hours or who was 

_willing, so willing or more willing, at any rate, to tackle anything that 

I asked him to tackle. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr, Chairman, point of order. It is 2 a.m. 
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MR. CROSBIE: The Government's closure order is in force. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! No member shall rise after two o'clock. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Wrong again, wrong again. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: A member who is speaking can continue. The hon. Premier's time 

ends at 2:09 a.m. 

MR. MURPHY: Countdown. 

MR. CROSBIE: One, two, three 

MR. SMALL'WOOD: I do not need to hear the count to know now what is going to 

happen to the hon. gentleman later this year. 

MR. CROSBIE: Ho, ho, ho. Dr •. Monalesco himself! The doctor doea not know, but 

the Premier knows, the shadow knows. 

MR. SMALLWOOD.: 

that. 

MR. CROSBIE: 

The ·hon. gentleman drank too much water here tonight I can see 

Not at all. 
.. _--._ 

MR. SMALLWOOD: No? No? 

MR. CROSBIE: Twenty Mile fond is not polluted yet. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: No? No? Strange behaviour tonight. 

MR. CROSBIE: Very strange. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Very stange behaviour. 

MR. CROSBIE: What is the excuse for the Premier? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I am a teetotaler, a.~teetotaler. 

MR. CROSBIE: I will not question it. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I drink a glass of wine, occasionally I drink a bottle of beer, 

but I am a teetotaler. I am sober now, strictly sober, and never since I was 

born have I been in better shape. Never in better shape thant I am in now. 

(Applause) 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. CROSBIE: ------

It is two o'cloclk in the morning 

Our Public Works. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: -------- If this were five o'clock in the morning I would be in even 

better shape. 
I 

AN~N. ~~ER: Let us go to five. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Try me, try me and see. 
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J!IIR.. CHAIRMAN: Order Please!At least until we get on with public works. 

MR. CURTIS: I am glad soemthing works Mr. Chairman. 

AN HON. MEMBER: The great ~.inister of Health is shaking his head. 

MR. CROSBIE: Now we are on health, political health. 

..... 

MR. ROBERTS: We are in such good health, obviously we need nothing more. · 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, I hope we will put this matter to t~e vote in 

a moment. I hope that the committee will vote the Government this $100 million 

to be ·spent for the Newfoundland people, for their benefit. I do_ ~ot hope, I 

know it is not ·• matter of hoping, it is a matter of knowing that later in this 

session the Government will bring down a budget, -and the Government will bring 

down voluminiously detailed estimates of .the coming year's expenditure and these 

detailed estimates will include,not the twenty items that are on this page, 

I running to a ,total of $100 million, but hundreds of items .including the $100 

million and several hundred millions more. --~. . 

This will happen, this will be brought down, and there will then be 

exposed to the Newfoundland people, there will then be exposed~the fraudulent 

charge, the fraudulent charge that has been made in this Hoµse, in this committee, 

that we do not want to give the information, ·::hat we do not want to answer 

questions, that we do not want to account for the-expenditure we ~ropose to 

make in the next twelve months. That fraudulent claim will be e~osed and I ask 

the committee now to vote ~s ~the $100 million/so that we can get ~n with the 

business of this House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! The amendment moved by the hon. the Leader of 

the Opposition;that the amount in item (9) be reduced to $352,00C. Those in 

favour please say "aye," those against please say "nay," I declare the 

amendment lost. 

MR. CROSBIE: Standing vote Mr. Chairman. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Did the hon. gentleman say water? 

Amendment lost on standing vote. 591 
,.. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: 

MR. MURPHY: 

$35 million. 

On motion, clauses (9) to (20) carried. 

Shall the total carry? 

Mr. Chairman, I move that the $99,780,000. b~ reduce.d to 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry, no amendments can be moved. 

-

MR. MURPHY: can we have noted 1Sir, that from (10) to (20), that these items 

were not discussed. Will anything go in the records that it was passed,through 

this c;:losure. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: There was no debate. 

MR. MURPHY: No debate. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Too bad. 

MR. MURPHY: Will the press please take note, items (10) to (20) •••••••• 

On motion Resolution carried. 

On motion, that the coUD11ittee rise, report ~avin~ passed the ___ ,_ 

Resolution, and recommend that a Bill be brought in to give effect to the 

same, Mr. Speaker, returned to the Chair. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole hav~ considered the 

matters to them referred and directed me to report having passed the 

Resolution and recommend that a Bill be brought in to give effect to same. 

MR. SPEAKER: It has been moved and seconded that the report of this Committee 

be adopted. Those in favour "any,•· contrary "nay," carried. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Divide: 

MR. SPEAKER: Call in the members. Will all those in favour of the Resolution; 

that the report of the Committee be adopted please rise. 

MR. MURPHY: There we have the solidarity of the party. 

The hon. the Premier; the hon. the President of the Councili the 

hon. Mr. Lewis; the hon. Minister of Highways; the hon. Minister of Municipal 

Affairs; Mr. Noel; Mr. Smallwood; the Hon. Minister of Labrador Affairs; 

Mr. Hodder; Mr. Strickland; the Hon. Minister of Education and Youth; the hon. 

Minister of Public Works; the hon. Minister of Mines, Agriculture and Resources; 

the hon. the Minister of Community and Social Development, the hon. Minister of 
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Provincial Affairs; the hon. Minister of Social Services.and Rehabilitation; 

Mr. Canning; Mr. Barbour; the Hon. Minister of Health; the Hon. Minister of 

· Supply and Services; Mr. Moores; Mr. Saunders; Mr. Wornell. 

Mll, SPEAKER: Those against please rise • 
. -----

the hon. The Leader. of the Opp.osition; Mr. Hickey; Mr. Marshall; 

Mr. Collins; Mr. Earle; Mr. Hickman; Mr. Crosbie; Mr. Myrden. 

MR.. SPEAKER~ I declare the lliOtion carried. 

Oil motion Bill read a first time. Ordered read a second time, 

ordered read a third time. and ordered that the Bill do pass and that its 

title be as on the Order Paper. 

On 1110tion, that tbe Bouse at its rising do adjourn until Wednesday 

at 3:00 p.m. 

__ .... _ 
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