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Mr. Murphy. 

tremendous outlay or a tremendous project to undertake and I certainly 

support it as I did, I think, the year before last. I do not know about 

last year but I certainly support the prayer of the petition and I trust 

"that the Minister of Highways will see his way clear,with all the free 

money we have now, to do something for the people of Port Anson. 

On motion petition received. 

JION. E. JONES (MINISTER OF FINANCE): Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present 

a petition on behalf of the people of Musgrave Barbour, Doting Cove and Ragged 

Harbour. The petition has been presented by the Musgrave Barbour Economic 

Development Committee,through their secretary Mr. Randolp Abbott. The petition 

is signed by 692 of a possible 1S0 voters in the area. 

The prayer of the petition is that the Newfoundland Government, the 

Government of the Province of Newfouudland,support the development of that 

part of Musgrave Harbour known as Flynn's Tickle as a harbour for the inshore 

fishermen. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out that my reason for presenting 

it here in this House is that there 1• a local Provincial inwlvment,, that a road 

is necessary to reach the particular area. For the last past sixteen years, 

I believe, the fishermen of Musgrave Barbour, Doting Cove and to a lesser degree 

Ragged Barbour, have been dependini; on the coaaunity stage at Doting Cove as 

a landing facility. Unfortunately, during lut winter's storms considerable 

damage was done to the structure there and,in addition to the damage done, the 

wharf has been practically inundated with sand,so that at the present time only 

about one-third of the fishermen in the area are able to use the whar~ or stage 

at Doting Cove. It is very unlikely, Mr. Speaker, that the authorities will 

decide to replace this stage becaus• of its exposed location It is for this 

reason that they are asking that a nev development in.Musgrave Harbour itself be 
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Mr. Jones. 

undertaken. The fact that 692 voters out of a possible 750 shows that it 

has complete support of the three coDDunities. I heartly endorse 

the prayer of this petition, Mr. Speaker.and ask that it be laid on the table 

of the House and referred to the departments to which it relataa. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I would just like to add out support to this. As 

I understand, we received many petitions from both sides of the House with 

reference to Federal projects. I am sure that the House would be unanimous 

in supporting the prayer presented by the hon. minister. It will give it 

I think a bit more weight in the House of Commons. 

On motion petition received. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 

MR. J. CHALKER (MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS) Mr. Speaker, I have the 

answer for Question No. 536.on the Order Paper of April 28, asked by the 

hon. member for St. John's Centre and also the answer to Question No. 539,asked 

by the hon. member for Burin,on the Order Paper of May 3. This last question, 

Sir, deals with the extension to the Science and Engineering Building at the 

University, which the House knows was a negotiated contract. I believe God was 

on our aide at that time becauae,even with the strike now that delayed the 

construction of that building for a over a month, we still, we will still have it 

open in time for this September. 

On motion of the hon. the Minister of Mines, Agriculture and 

Resources, "An Act Further To Amend The British Newfoundland Exploration Limited 

(Petroleum And Natural Gae) Act, 1963 1 " read a first time, ordered read a second 
·,I 

time on tomorrow. 

On motion of the hon. the Minister of Mines, Agriculture and 

Resources, "An Act Further To Amend The Agreement Confirmed By And Set Forth 

In The Schedule To The Frobisher Limited (Confirmation Of Agreement) Act, 1955 

And To Make Certain Provisions Relating To That Agreement," read a first time, ordered 

read a second time on tomorrow. 

On aotion that the House go into Com:1.ttee of the Whole on Supply, 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 3002 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ON SUPPLY, 

HON. F, W. ROWE (MINISTER OF EDUCATION): Mr.Chainun, I understand that 

we are on 612~14. Mr. Chairman, I understand that there was some information 

requested on that particular item, I would be very glad to give that 

information as requested, As I understand it from the deputy minister -

a breakdown of that $8 ··million, The latest figures from the denominational 

authorities indicated: (If any of my hon. friends care to jot down these 

figures, I can give them here) ther~ are four groups invol"\).ed here now;involving 

some six, seven churches, The Integrated group,which is the largest group, 

involves, of course, the Anglican Church and the United Church and the 

Salvation Army. I think they make up something like fifty-nine per cent 

of the population. As the committee knows, these grants are made on a per capita 

basis to the various churches. lt must be aade on thRt basis,under the 

law of Newfoundland and under the law of Canada. The Integrated group w-4.ll 

receive $4.8 million of that $8 million, They vill receive $4,8 million 

of that, They have committed themselves to the banks to pay $1.l 

of that in respect of past credits, past loans, so that $3.5 million will 

be devoted to new buildings, new schools or additions to existing 

schools - $3.5 million. Thece ia $1.3 million•.committed and $3.5 million 

for new buildings. (I am not going too fast am 1?) 

Thei•next largest group of the four would be the Roman Catholic 

group. I think the Roman Catholic population of Newfo1D1dland amounts to 

something as thirty-six per cent, thirty-six point something per cent. The 

figure!. , that is always used is the previous census, the nearest census, of 

course. That gives the Roman Catholic Church $2.8 million of the $8 million. 

They inform us that they will be ueing $1.5 million of that for existing 

commitments and $1.3 million will go into new buildings. The Pentecostal 

Church, I think, they make up about four or five per cent of the population. 

Their share of that $8 will be $380,000 of which they have already committed 

the entire - I am sorry, of which they have comnitted half. They have agreed 
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to plly half of that other share .. to the banks, to their financial 

creditors, $190,000,and $190,000 will go for new buildings. The 

Seven Day Adventist-which is also entitled - · they are entitled to 

$10,400. They represent a very small group. But nevertheless they are 

a group with the saae rights as any .of the larger ones. They tell us that 

they have committed $10,400 to the banks and that they will be paying that 

to the banks, I understand. That gives us a total Mr. Chairman, of $3 million 

c011111itted or $3 million to be paid to the banks in respect of existing 

cOllllitments. and $4,990,000 which for all practical purposes, $5 million 

for new buildings, new extensions to present buildings, making a total 

of $7,990,400 which is approximately $8 aillion. That is the information 

as I understand it1 and I aa very happy to be able to give that information. 

MB.. EAILE: In connection with the hon. minister's anawer, Mr. Chairman, 

the grants given to the different boards, which he has broken down for 

ue, I asked the question as to whether there had .been any commitment 

in writing for future payments given to other than one denomination? 7 

understand that one denomination has been given more or leas a warranty, 

in writing to a trust company ,that'. they will get certain amounts. Bas that 

been done in the case of other denominations? 
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MR.ROWE: F.W. This c011D11itment incidentally,which over the years the 

Government has been very happy to give when requested, they first gave 

in respect of our regional central high school programme, when they gave it 

to them in writing, our assuarance that we would asking the House to vote 

$1 million a year. 

I have given this assurance to all the churches,through their denominational 

c011D11ittees, the first one to ask was,to my recollection, the Pentecostal, 

but the others~sked as well. I am very happy to write them formally to state 

to them. In fact, I think, I have sent them a copy of the Order-in-Council 

which states that it is the intention of the Government to request the House 

to vote this amount over the next six years, and that information has been 

given in writing to all the churches,through their d~oa:inational education 

committees. 

MR. CROSBIE: In connection with this vote, Mr. Chairman, the amount of $8 

million, as the minister says, $5 million is to be used for new buildings~ 

equipping of new schools or classrooms this year, $3 million is to repay 

money spent in the past to build new schools or equipment. So would the minister 

agree then that the SlDD of $8 million is not for the building and equipping 

of new schools or classrooms this year? Five million is for that purpose. 

Could the minister tell the House, Mr. Chj,irman, the amount expended last year 

und~r this same vote for $7,440,300, would that be used also for the same 

purpose, partly to repay loans and partly for new buildings? The same would 

apply there, then would it not? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Perhaps, I should have mentioned there,in connection with 

commitments, the commitments might very well be in respect to schools actually 

under construction at this moment, in IIOllle cases schools that have not come 

into UN and which will be coaing into us.a in the next three months or six months 

or twelve months, as well, but commitments for which they had to get credit 

from the bank• They will be able of course ,to meet these commitments to the 

banks out of thetr Bhare of the$ 8 • illion. 

MR. CROSBIE: Well, Mr. Chairman, it is quite clear then that the statement 

in the Budget Speech,that ,the House was asked this year to authorize the spending 

of $8 million, almost doubled last year's vote,ia not correct, {1) because 
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MR. CROSBIE: 

last year's vote was $7,440,0001 it was $4.150,000 in the estimates a year 

ago, but the Government,by Lieutenant -Governor's warrants,increased that 

to $7,440,000. So that when the Budget Sp~ech states that the House has 

been asked to vote double the amount this year, doubled last year's amount, 

that is not a correct statement. Actually, we are being ask to vote 

$560,000,we are being asked to vote 'lllOre this year than last yea~for this 

purpose. Also, that the Budget Speech is quite wrong when it implies that 

all thia $8 million is for the equipping of new schools ar classrooms. Three 

million of it is to repay loans for new buildings or classrooms that have 

already been erected. So that the Budget Speech, in wording .the Budget 

Speech of ·page 20 in that way, a statement made in the Budget Speech was 

quite misleading. What the minister says today confirms that. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, now that the minister is back, he missed some of 

the discussion last Friday, but the Minister 1in February 1971,in his news

letter, Department of Education Newsletter, said that he was initiating 

studies in consultation with a view to having the government take over, without , r 

prejudice to denominational right~
1
full and total financial responsibility 

for the construction of all schools. Plus eliminating school assessments 

and discrimatory school taxes of all kinds whatsoever. Since February 1971, 

has the minister had this question studied? If so, by whom? And the 

minister will recall that he said,earlier in this Session in the House,that 

this would take several years to complete these studies and iiscussions. 

Row,as the minister knows,the Government's policy in this matter was 

outlined by the Premier on Thursday evening,at 'which time the Premier said 

it was the Government's policy to take over all these costs of construction. 

Could the minister advise us on whether the studies,he said_ where going to · 

be done, whether they had been done or what happened i~ that connection? 

Because the Government have now announced this is the policy, it is not 

going to take two years to study it or consult with people, this is the 

Government's Declaration of Policy. 
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MR, CROSBIE: Mr, Chairman, would the minister have and could he table in 

the House some accurate figures on what the present debt position of the 

various denominational school boards are . in connection with past 

construction of schools? We were given fi~ures the other day,verbally by 

the Premier,as to what their total indebtnessed was, and the Premier suggested 

$20 million. Obviously, this must be known to the Department of Education, 

just what is the amount of debts of various school boards, the denominations, 

that would have to be taken over? Could the minister tell us and table in the 

House the exact amount of money that is now collected by the various 

school tax authorities and by the various school boards as assessments? We 

have heard that these figures amount to $1 million each. It is easy enough 

to say th~t, but can we have tabled in the House, for example, for last 

year,the year that ended March 31, 1971, what actually was collected by all 

the school boards of the Province, as assessments or in any other way moneys 

to go towards the operation of schools and a statement of what the school 

tax authorities actually collected last year for school purposes? 

Because, obviously, Mr. Chairman, this is a very important point, if 

the Government are going to take over the full construction cost of schools. 

We asked the hon. the Premier, we did not get a satisfactory answer Friday. 

So these figures must be available in the Department of Education, and I would 

like to see the exact figures. 

It seems to me that $2 million - the suggestion that the various school 

boards and the denominations of this Province only collect $1 million now 

in the way of school assessments and in any other way towards the school they 

operate, :t'he suggestion that school tax authorities only collect $1 million 

seems low. The minister's department should have the exact figures there. 

So can the minister give us some more information on that? 

MR. ROWE, F.W, Mr, Chairman, I am very glad to make a comment on points 

made by the hon. gentleman. He asked about the study, the initiation of 

studies in respect of the possiblility of taking over full responsibility 

of capital cost of schools in Newfoundland. We have had, I do not know, 
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MR. ROWE, F.WT 

how to put this, we had several talks with our Denominational Policy 

Commission. Perhaps, I should not remind the committee, because under our 

legislation there are two main educational bodies in the Province, (1) the 

General Advisory Committe, which has the right to advise the Government on 

all matters of education policy; the other is the Denominational Policy 

Co11U11ission, which must be consulted, which must be, not may be, but must 

be consulted by law on all matters pertaining to the rights and privileges 

of the churches. This Policy Commission meets fairly often, I suppose, 

certainly we meet every two or three months,at any rate, not so often as 

the General Advisory Commission, which meets once a month regularly, on 

schedule. 

The Committee might be interested to know that I have a meeting, (the 

minister is Chairman of the General Policy Commission, that Denominational 

Policy Commission is made up of the Minster and the Deputy Minister and the 

representatives of each of the recognized churches or church bodies) that 

Denominational Commission will be meeting, as it happens,on tomorrow morning. 

This is purely coincidental, The meeting was planned a month ago or more, 

It meets tomorrow morning and one of the items on our agenda will be precisely 

this matter. 

The hon. gentleman said that I said, lt would take two or three years. 

I did not say that. I said it could take.~I do not know how long it would 

take. I am only going by my past experience with matters so complicated 

as ownership and title, and so on to schools. My feeling is - it was two 

or three years, for e}Sample, it required for the various St. John's Boards 

to unite. The two United Church Boards were negotiating and bickering for 

two or three years before they came together. The same thing applies to 

the two Anglican Boards, as the member for Fortune Bay will recall1 the 

same thing applied, oF course, to the Roman Catholic Boards. But here 

this is a matter thathas required pretty careful investigation and consideration. 

We do not know how long, but I would suspect it would take a year,these 

studies, at least a ·year •. This is an informed opinion, sharedJI might 

say,by others. It could very well take a couple of years, if the thing were 
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eventally done. 
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At no time did the Premier say that this would be done. The Premier 

did not say last Thursday night that it would be done. He sai~. - the 

Government's Policy is to do this, if the churches are willing. They have 

no policy at all, no intention in the world of going along to the 

and say; "here we are, going to take your school~-~-• Of- course not. 

churches 

The other question the hon, gentleman asked is about the income, 

the receipts, I have the figures here just given to me - last year the total, 

from assessments and from taxes,came fo almost exactly $2 million. 

The figures submitted to us by the church authorities, the audited statements 

in fact submitted to us. 

Now the other question\ as I said the other night, it is well known. 

that,at the present time, roughly the Province is divided about half in • 

assesS111ent areas and school tax areas. Now this is not a decision.of the 

Government, this is a decision of the local authorities, So far, for example, 

St. John's, no board in St. John's has requested the Government to set up 

school tax authority in St. John's, unless they did it on Friday, when I was 

not here. And other areas have requested and in most cases these requests 

have been granted. Before any request is granted 1 of course, the matter is 

allowed to lie dormant for several months in order to receive public opinion, 

public representation on the matter. 

Now about the debt;the last figure that I had that I saw,and I want 

to stress again the debs of the churches are their own priv~te concern. 

I will speak frankly it isnoneof my business and I say no business of any 

member of this House _ what ~xactly the Roman Catholic Church owes in 

respect to Brother Rice High School. I do not think it is anybody's business -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Pardon me? What would then matter would be the gross amount, 

whether the church owes so much on Brother Rice and so much.on St. Michael's 

and so much on St. Catherine's.in Grand Falls ,and so much on Regina · in 

Corner Brook. That, I think, is immaterial and certainly I do not think it 
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~[R. ROWE, F.W. is even our business. Sut it would be our business, if we 

were going to take it over, when we do talk about taking it over, is how 

much are we getting involved in, how much are we involving 

and the credit of this Province for? The last figure -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Pardon me? 

MR. MURPHY: Where did the figure $20 millions come from? 

the Government 

MR. ROWE, F •. W. Thia is the last figure we got from them, the gross. They 

have no hesitation, at least they have informed us from time to time, while 

__ they owe 'x"million d~llars,(when I say "they" I mean the particular church~ I 

am not sure the Pentecostal Church o·r the Roman Catholic Church would want 

me to state publicly here now, assuming I had the figure here, that the 

Roman Catholic Church owes"x"million dollara'in,respect of education. ~ut 

. 
r 

I do not see anything wrong with giving a gross figure here. It has already 

been g•iven. The gross figure is something just over, I have not got it 

recently, within recent months, the last figure was just over $20 million. 

AN HON. MEMBER: All of them. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, all of them put together, the total indebtedness in 

respect to schools,and some of that indebtedness,as my hon. friend from 

Burin knows,goes back a number o~ years. Maybe, some of these debts have 

been rolled over the years. But, tne grosa is $20 million, which I would _ 

suggest, Mr. Chairman, is not such a tremendous amount of money,considering. 

r .or exampl,e;even this year we .'.are voting here, I hope we will vote $8 million, 

alone that is additional and that does not include any monies that might be 

• pent under the DREE programme. 

MR. MURPHY: It is a lot of money when we have not got it. 

MR. ROWE 1 F.W. Oh, yea', ~e•• it is a lot of money. 
', 

It is a lot of money, 

but relatively I do not think it is a frightening amount. 

MR. RICKEY: Mr. Chairman, when we adjourned the debate on Firday, I was 

attempted to ask questions regarding this item. One was in connection with 

the involvement of the Federal Government, as it applies to P.ducation in the 

Province. The Government have indicated, the Government do not get involved 

in terms of determining policy, 3010 
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MR. HICKE"I: as far as education is concerned. I believe a better 

way of putting it would be,the Province is free to determine its 

own course with regards to education. 

Now Sir. in connection with the building of schools, I 

feel this is rather illportant and I think it should be clearedJonce 

and for all,because there is confusion in the minds of a great number 

of people in the Province. CertainlyJwith the suggestion that the 

Government is now contemplating the take over of the schools through

out the Province, ~t would lend even more support to the suggestion 

that there is a danger of the Federal Government becoming very much 

involved. Mr, Chainaan, I aa not making those statements. I am not ' 

•aying that this is the case. I 1111 asking the qqeat:1.on. I have asked 

it on three previous occasions. Just what ia the meaning of the term 

free-accesa •chool? 

The Prelder tells on the one hand that the Federal Government 

baa little or nothing to do with education in the Province. The amount 

of money it is 1oing to cost, if the Government takes over those schoolsJ 

ia a large sum. Tbe first queation obviously must be. where does the money 

come from? Does the Federal Government get involved insofar as this 

amount is concerned and,if so1 what do they demand in return? Bow much 

will they dictate to us in terms of our running our schools? Because 

Mr. Chairman, there is one fact ,insofar as school construction, in the . '"' 

building of schools and that is that we have already a school under 

conatructioo,which the Fecleral Government is very 11111ch involved in, 

(In that particular instance, Sir, the Federal Government, they do not ask 

us. they tell us what type of school that is and what type of school that 

vill be and who will attend that school. 

That school. Mr. Chairman. happens to be right in my district, 

and that school is termed a free-access school. 
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HR.. HICKEY: Now, Mr. Chairman, as far as I am concemed,that is a fancy 

phrase - a free-access school. It is a public school. Why does the 

Federal Govemment, or the Province, for that matter, use this phrase! 

BON. PREMIER: Inaudible. 

HR. HICKEY: It is not from Ottawa. I realize that, Mr. Chairman, I realize 

that. I am just asking that the Minister clear the air .on this matter. It 

is as much for the benefit of.the Government, in fact it is quite possibly 

more for the benefit of the Government, that this matter be clarified, 

Becauae if we are.not getting involved in the public school system to 

any degree then ve should say so. 

~ I have said in this House before; it is not for me to say that 

it is a poor system. I am not saying that I am against it or for it. 

I am not taking any stand for or agaiut. ill.•I am saying is, and all 

I am asking is that the term be defined, that we clear the air on the 

whole issue and that we acknowledge that a free access-school is in 

fact a public school. 

Now where this fancy phrase caM from or who dreamed it up, 

I do not know,but certainly it is a cause of coacem to a great number 

of people. I think the Minister would be well advisect. and the Government 

would be well advised to clear the air on this matter because,if they 

do not, the situation is going to develop whe.re1>y a great number of 

people are going to arrive at the conclusion that we are slowly but 

surely getting to the public school system.~ Certainly if we are 

going to do it. then we ahould come out in the open and say so. We 

should not allow ourse~ves to aet i~volved in it under the heading of 

such things as free-access schools. 

The school that I refer to,Mr. Chairman, as I said,is located 

in-, district. My understanding is that children of all deaominations 

vill attend that school. Otherwise the Federal C:OVemment would not have 
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MR. HICKEY: involved themselves in the cost of construction of that 

school. What lam asking is,primarily, will this be the case in future? 

If the Federal Government gets involved in paying part of the cost or 

all the cost of future construction of school, will they dictate that 

children of all denominations attend? Or are the churches relinquiahing 

their rights under the Terms of Union. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: They do not dictate that they attend, They dictate only 

that if they wish to attend they may. 

MR. HICKEY: Yes, it is •the sae. It is the same difference. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Free access, access, access, not orders. 

MR. HICKEY: Right, the school is a•ailable. It is free for all 

children, of all denominations. But the important question is, Sir ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Because the Government of Canada never did adopt 

denominational education/as the Government did in Newfoundland a hundred 

years ago and ever since, but not in Ottawa. 

MR. HICKEY: Will the Federal Government demand thi~ _ ~hat future 

schools that are constructed be of this type~ if.' so,are the churches 

relinquishing their rights under the _Terms of ,JJnion or is it being 

pushed down their throat? This is the question ._ which# in my view. is 

a very important one and I think it should be answered. 

MR. ROWE (F .W .) : Perhaps we can deal with that before we move on. 

There are two points I would make~ I would repeat the point made by 

the Minister of Community and Social Development the other night, that 

we have it in writing-£rom Ottawa that no matter what phraseology or 

terminology, what construction might be put on it, they cannot interfere 

with the laws of Newfoundland and have no intention of trying to do so. 

That is number one. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Under term nineteen. 

MR. ROWE: They have no intention anyway of trying to do so. We have 
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MR. ROWE: that in writing. There is no problem there. I suggest that 

there is not any problem here. There is no problem here. 

My understanding is that the various church authorities are 

quite happy with the statement that we have in writing from the Government 

of Canada. I do not think there is any problem here at all. 

I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, two things on it,and I hope 

my hon. friend will not miscontrue what I am going to say now. I would 

suggest that this is not strickly in order,under this particular item. 

This is $8 million of Newfoundland money we are asling this Bouse to 

vote. It has no more connection with DREE, or DREE policy, than it has 

with landing on the moon, no more. I WQ!dd suggest, and again I am 

not irying to evade this thing, when we have to debate later on, we 

have to debate DREE funds, ~ey are all right here in this book here, 

including the DREE funds for schoola. That bas to come up here! It 

seems to me that, apart from the fact that it has nothing to do with 

the $8 million, this is not the time to debate DUE policy. 

The $8 million has no reference in the world to the DREE 

programme, not in the world, no policy at all. This $8 million will 

be spent by the churches on schools which they own one hundred per cent 

and will continue to ovn,unless the time should come when they would ask 

the Government of Newfoundland to take over the ownership. 

I want the hon. gentleman to understand, I appreciate the 

points he is making here, these are things that people are bound to ••• 

I do not think that the DUE involvement in Newfoundland will inpinge 

on or will interfe12with, in the slightest iota, the guaranteed rights 

of the churches,as we have it in our legislation. We have it in writing 

from the Government of Canada that they have no intention, they recognize 

they cannot interfere, no matter 
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MR, ROWE: ---- what interpretation is put on. On the other hand, the 

Government of Canada has to be pretty wary as well, T:hey are treading 

new ground too. I think this is appreciated by everybody. 

I know it is appreciated by the heads of the churches. I can go 

this far and say this; that 1 know that the Reads of the Churches, by 

one Head,I am not thinking juat of any one man either, I mean generally 

the Ecclesiastical Heads in Newfoundland, feel that this DREE involvement 

is a tremendous breakthrough in education. The first time~ it is a 

tremendous breakthaough in that Ottawa is channelling help in here. 

I do not think, certainly I have no reason to think. they 

have any apprehensions about this thing here. I think if the crunch 

came that they are quite capable of sticking up for their rights,as they 

have done in the past. 

Finally,again I repeat. that I do not think that this is. the 

time, under this item, to be debating DREE policy, anyway. 

MR. MARSHALL: There is one other matter that I would like to bring 

up.in view of what the hon. Minister said. It has been reported to 

me, I pass it on for what it is worth, that many members of the 

Armed Services here, that school assessments for Armed Services personnel 

are usually paid by the Federal Government,for the parents of the pupils 

in other Provinces. But for some reason or other, the Federal Government 

is refusing, add I say I am just passing this on, is refusing Co pay 

the school assessments here in Newfoundland,because they have to deal 

with too many church eodies. This is the reason that is being given 

to me,and I am not putting it forth as the reason but it is t~e 

ostensible reason for it. 

Now the personnel, the Service personnel in Newfoundland, 

then·\are about two hundred families, I understand, some of them have paid 

their assessments,some of them have not paid their assessments and refuse 
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MR. MARSHALL: to pay them because they do not think it is fair. 

They think it is discriminatory that the Federal Government would pay 

for one Province and not the other. 

I am just wondering if the Minister is aware of this and 

if so, I think that steps should be taken with the Federal Government 

because, of course, it is not for the Federal Government to dictate 

to this Province the type of educational system and arrangements that 

we will have. 

~ _ROWE: We have had a couple of representations on this matter come 

in, in fact,to the Deputy Minister in two specific cases, the draft 

of servicemen coming and complaining to us about Federal Government 

policy and we told them we had nothing to do with Federal Government 

policy at all in this regard. There was not very much we could do 

about it. However, if my hon. friend thinks that this matter· is 

serious enough, and,even if it involves only one,I think it is, I 

see no objection to our contacting the Federal authorities, indeed to 

writing them. I would be quite prepared to write to the Minister of 

Veterans Affairs and draw to his attention the complaints that we have 

received, the complaints of discrimination in this respect. 

It is only complaints, as far as we know._ ~e ·.have no evidence. 

Just a man comes in and says; "they are not treating me as well as they 

are treating my buddy over in Germany or over in Saskatchewan," So 

we would be very happy indeed to take that up formally, 81\d I am sure 

the Deputy Minister will make a note of that and we will take it up 

formally with the Government of Canada. 

MR. MARSHALL: If I could just end that, I would certainly appreciate 

the Minister taking this up. 

I realize the Government is not responsible for Federal 

policy but the Federal Government has jurisdictioQ here in Newfoundland1 

aa we all know.,and pays and supports the educational system, either 
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MR. MARS!!:ALL: directly or indirectly,through funds. 

Now with this, you know, this particular thinking, I do 

not think that the Government, I do not think any Newfoundlander will 

go along with it, if the reason is that they are not paying these 

assessments, purely and simply because in this Province they have 

to deal with too many achool boards. 

If they will pay it in one province because there is a 

public school system and,not in another because we have a denominational 

system, if this is the thinking behind the Federal Government's action 

in this matter, I think the Government should take it up, and take it 

up very, yery strongly with Ottawa, that Ottawa is not to make these 

types of judgments with respect to our own particular affairs. So 

I would appreciate the Minister taking it up. 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I would be very happy to follow that up. 

I might say that if that is the excuse that the Federal people 

are using, that they would have to deal with individual boards or 

a multitude of boards, that does not hold water, because in that 

case there is no reason why they could not deal directly with us or, 

for that matter 1directly with, say,the four denominational authorities 

concerned. Surely there could not be .any objection to dealing with 

four bodies. But we would be very happy to be the go-between there. 

We will follow that up still further, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, 
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MR. EARLE: I want to turn for a moment to this matter of taking over the 

capital cost of school construction. I agree with the minister that it is 

a very complicated and an involved thing. Actually, I think the Government 

now admits that they are just beginning to examine it, and it may take a year, 

two years, three years or whatever it is. I did recall that the idea of such 

a thing ,which was so vague was reviewed at the Development Conference, but, ' . 
be that as it may, there are still a few basic questions on this, which I 

think- have to be answered to the satisfaction of this House. 

For instance, while it has been stated that $2 million would more or 

less cover the amount that was collected by way of taxation and assessments, 

for years, 8f course, that may or may not be the amount, but over the next 

five years it will certainly increase a great deal more than $2 million. 

The point which I would like to make is that the churches,themselves,. 

over the years have contributed very, very heavily to the construction of 

schools which they now occupy. Having put many millions of dollars into it 

which they have_collected from their parishioners through collections, bingos 

what have you, all sorts of things, they now own a very, very substantial 

plaritthroughout the country. physical assets, so there are millions and 

millions of dollars. Has any consideration been given at all, at this stage, 

to the fact of what it may cost to take that over or will the churches just 

agree1 for future commitments1 to take over the cost of schools, ;Are they going 

to pass over the complete plan that they already have or do they expect 

to be compensated in some way by the Government for what they have put into 

these plans? 

In that connection, it is related to it; I think the minister at one time 

said that his department is now developing a good planning and construction 

division. When he aaswers me, I wonder would he inform the House just how 

far that has gone, have they got actually in the department -

MR. ROWE, F.W. Item 614. 

MR. EARLE: Item 614 - All right, I will leave that question until later on, 

under 614? But the first ~uestion is, what has been considered, if any at this 

stage, about the capital investments which the churches already have in these 

plans? Has there been any discussion at all on this aspect of it? aOlS 
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MR. ROl~F., F.W. I am afraid, Mr. Chairman, we cannot make anything more 

out of this matter than what has already been said, which is that the 

Government have indicated its willingness, assuming that there can be mutal 
/ 

agreement between the Government and the churches, on the terms, . so .:to 

speak, willingness, as a matter of policyJto take over the complete 

responsibility for the building of schools. Now the very points, the very 

question the hon. gentleman just raised, and very real questions. Of course 

a man with his background is bound to raise those questions. This is what 

this is all about. These are the matters that would have to be discussed. 

These are the matters that would have to be negotiated, and they have not 

been touched on,of course they have not been touched. 

MR. EARLE: Why is the thing announced, if it has not been -

MR. ROWE, F.W. Well, it was announced as a matter of policy and there was 

a qualification • '1'he qualification is,assuming the churches are willing, 

assuming this mutual agreement between the two bodies. We have no intention 

in the world, there is nothing in these estimates about this policy, not one 

single cent in these estimates has any relation to that particular announcement, 

none whatever. We have nothing to hide about it. There is no reason to discuss 

it, lt has not been accepted. I do not think it is in order anyway for us 

to be discussing it. But, these questions, these very questions, I would 

suggest,would have to be dealt with, would have to be handled by a joint 

committee. If there is willingness in this regard.on the part of the chuJches, 

the joint committee would be set up with pretty thorough powers to look 

into the matter and, of course, with plentj~· of time and plentj'.·/ of resources. 

MR. EARLE: Surely all that should have been done before anything -

MR. ROWE, F.W. Well, that is a matter of opinion. 

MR.SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, I would like to add a word to what has been 

said, and the word that I would add is; "the policy of the Government to assume 

all costs of building and equipping schools." That is our policy. We have 

adopted that policy. Now carrying out the policy, putting it into effect, 

will depend on having the concurrence of the churches. The churches are 

the owners,of the schools. They have gone heavily into debt to build schools 
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and long before they went into debt they collected money. The money that 

the churches have found with which to build and equip schools is not merely 

the money that they borrowed, We all know, if we know anything we know 

that for many decades the churches have raised money that they did not borrow. 

They raised it. They raised it by means of collections. They raised it by 

means of picnics, garden parties, plays, social,. They raised it by 

means of sweepstakes and bingos. They raised it by many, many means,to 

build schools. Then,in addition to that, they borrowed money. 

Now they own .those schools. I would make a guess, and it is only a 

guess~ if you were to take all those schools in Newfoundland today,80Q1 

900 school buildings equipped, that are owned by the churches~and put a 

valuation on them, which could be done; you would find that,even with all the 

tens of millions of dollars that the Newfoundland Government has passed over 

to the churches on the authority of this House in recent years, the churches 

still have put in more than half the money that has been put in the building 

and equipping of those schools. And less than half of the money that has 

gone into them has come from the Government; over half. Now the more than 

m 
.half that the churches put in, they obtained

1
various ways, including borrowing. 

The borrowing that they have done, I would imagine would be the smallest part 

of their source. 

Now the churches own these schools, the buildings and the equipment· in 

them. When it becomes a question of the Government assuming the full cost of 

building schools in future and equipping them and enlarging schools and 

equipping the enlargement, when that happens therehasto be settled the question 

of the existing schools and the title to them. Now it may be, I suggest only 

that it may be the case,that . the churches would be interested only in what 

went on inside the walls of those school buildings. It is conceivable that 

they might not be a bit interested in the title to the land on which the 

building stood, the title to the buildings and the title to the equipment and 

paraphernalia inside the buildings. Their genuine interest would lie in 

what happened, the functioning of schools within those buildings~that it would 

be less in the property and more in the quality of the education inside of the 
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property. 

But, Mr. Chairman, that is for them to decide,is it not? And the 

Government have adopted a policy of assuming full responsibility for all 

future construction and enlargement of schools and equipping the schools. 

Full responsibility,that is our policy. We have adopted it. We are not 

carrying it out into this year's estimates, possibly not in next year's 

estimates, hut it is our policy. When will we carry it out? When we have the 

concurrence of the religious bodies. That is it. It is as simple as that. 

When will we have .that concurrence? That is more than we know. There are 

practical questions to be settled by the churches themselves. The most we 

have had up to now is preliminary discussion with them, and we have had .. 
preliminary discussion. We have had that, but the discussion will have to 

become far more detailed and we will probably last a year or two, or maybe 

_even longer. I would not imagine that it would last more than a year or two, 

Also let me say this, finally; that the Government's taking over full 

financial responsibility for the future constriction of schools or enlarging 

of existing schools and equpping,either . or both, does not necessarily 

involve the Government acquiring title to any schools even those that it would 

then build. Any more , than, for instance, the Government of Canada,in giving 

money for the construction of schools in this Province, which they are doing 

this year, would acquire title to those schools, those buildings, those 

properties. It does not follow at all, not necessarily follow that the 

Government of Newfo\ll\dland,taking on full responsibility, financial 

responsibility for future construction and extention and equipping,would 

have to acquire title, either to the achools that have already been built 

previously or those to be built at the full cost of the Government. It does not 

follow ~ 

We are in Newfoundland for over a century operating under a denominational 

school system. We still are. An integrated school is just as much a 

denominational school as one that is not integrated with others. We are 

under the denominational school system, If, as and when that s~stem disappears -

if, as and when, which I do not expect to see in my lifetime, I do not 
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expect to see the churches in Newfoundland withdraw completely from activity 

in schools. I do not expect to see it. I expect,as long as I live and 

maybe my youngest children, as long as they live, I expect to see the 

churches in Newfoundland take and want to take and insist on taking a very 

active part in education. That does not necessarily mean they will insist 

on owning school properties. But. it does mean, I think, that they will 

insist on having something to say, something important!to say on the quality 

and the kinds of education that goes on inside of the buildings. 

But, Sir, if . I have not made it clear, I do not know how to make it 

,- . _, . 

any clearer, ~'hat policy is a policy that we have adopted. lt is the Government's 

policy. We adopted it. We announced it at the development conference~ I 

amplified it here on, I think~well it was one day this past week. It is 

our policy -1 

MR. ROWE: F.W. On Thursday night. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: On Thursday night. That is our policy, tut carrying it out 

will depend on the glad and willing and happy - glad, willing and happy 

concurrence of the churches. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, the hon. the Premier says that this is the 

Government's policy and it is quite a simple matter. Well, that is just not 

ao. You cannot have it both ways. The hon. the Premier says that the 

Government have adopted a policy, that it is going to take over a hundred 

percent of the cost of constructing and equipping schools. Yes, that is 

quite simple. That statement is quite a simple one. There is nothing in the 

estimates this year to carry out that policy. Yes, we realize that. But 

that it may'be· in the estimates next year to carry out the policy But, ,., ~ ... . 

Mr. Chairman, the Government eannot have it both ways. This is not a simple 

matter. How can the Government announce a policy that it is going to take 

over a hundred percent of the cost of constructing and equipping schools and 

then not deal in the policy announcement with any of the problems that that 

is going to raise? T?en rhen anybody in this House raised a problem, what 

will happen to taxation? What taxes will you have to increase? Will there be 
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a special educational tax? Will the churches continue to have title to 

the schools and so on? The Government replies/that matter is not dealt with 

yet. We have to negotiate with the church authorities. We have to delve into 

this, we have to delve into that.• 

Well, now that is not a proper announcement of policy. How can you 

announce a policy with an announcement that contains no solution for the 

problems which the policy announce:lcreates. How can the Government announce that 

this is policy, when there is a general election on in Newfoundland this year, 

and it is not going to give the people any of the solutions to ~h~ problems 

this is going to create? The Government says it may cause an increase in 

toes or it may not, or it may result in an education tax or it may not, or 

there may be an increase in its personal corporation tax or there may not, or 

the S.S..A tax or there may not. The one thing that the Government says,· the! 

will announce firmlY, is that there will not be a property tax. That is not 

announcing the policy. That is just trying to take advantage of the electorate 

to make a glowing new announcement~•the Government will take over all construction 

coat of schools. We £re going to eliminate school tax. We are going to 

eliminate school assessment fees.• Then not give the details of the rest of 

the policy, which has to include an increase in taxation or an educational 

tax, which has to include problem~ of who is going to have title to the schools, 

~111 they be free-access schools and all the rest of it? 

Now it is not just that simple, Mr. Chairman, and the Government cannot 

expect the people of this Province to just buy that policy without any 

detail,from the Govermnent,as to how it is going to meet these problems. 

Now the Premier says,that this was the policy announced at the Development 

Conference. That was not the policy announced at the Development Conference. 

Here is what was announced;' that the Minister of Education announced; "we 

are now coming to the coneluaion that, we should examine the possibility of 

having the Govemment ass\Dlle the full capital cost of building and equipping 

schools of all kinds everywhere in the Province." That is what was announced 
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at the confetence. 

• .. .. . . H 
We are coming to the conclu&i®,Hnc;t jfVen that ,re ccnicl,med, we •~ now 

c-1ng t9 the conelusion tbat n should examine the 1>0•81.Mlity/'cn.9t ,tna;t we 

will, not that tll• GQve'tlllllQt will assume all capital cost, , 
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they will assume all capital costs of schools. ''We should examine the possibility 

of having the Government assume the full capital cost of building and 

equipping schools of all kinds everywhere in the Province.'" The Minister went 

on to say that there will be no final decision. possible on this matter for 

the next financial year and suggested that talks on the matter,with the 

Boards of Education~have not even started. 

Now at the conference the Minister says, "No final decision is possible 

on this matter for the next financial year," and then four days ago or three 
.< 

days ago in the House the hon. the Premier gets up and announces the decision. 

The decision being that it is the Government's polic~ to take over all capital 

costs of schools if the churches agree, if the churches agree, if something 

is worked out with them. Well now if ·that is the policy.it should not 

be announced if the Government cannot announce the decision it is making in 

connection with the problems that this is going to raise. Where the Minister 

said they are going to examine the possibilityJthe Government has now said; 

''we are going to do it subject to the churches agreeing.• 

It is a far different thing than was announced at that conference at 

the end of January. It is a far different thing than what was announced in 

the Minister's news letter in February 1971. The Government cannot be 

permitted, Mr. Chairman, just to say this is our policy and thenfwhen an~ of 

_the problems are pointed out1 such as the increase in revenue that will be 

heeded for the Government, such as title to the schools and all the rest of 

it, all this is subjecJ to negotiating with the denominations and the school 

boards and this will all be done after the election. After the election of 

1971 we will deal with this and we may deal with it in the Budget of next 

year,if we are re-elected,or it may deal with it in the Budget of the year 

after next, if we are re-elected. How can the Governm_ent have the gall and 

the face to say that? They announced a revolutionary new policy with which 

frankly I agree. I agree with the policy as the Premier has announced it but 
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I am anxious to know and the people of Newfoundland are anxious to know. Fine. 

Now how do you deal with these problems that we all know are there? How do 

the Government get the revenue? How are the Government going to deal with the 

title of schools and the rest of it? But instead of answering these sensible 

questions the Government can only sayt "Well, this is not worked out, this has 

to be investigated and the rest of it." 

Well you cannot have it both ways. It is not the Govermnent either, 

it is not the Government's policy to do this yet,which is the true position. 

It ia not the Government's policy to do this yet because the .church authorities 

have not agreed, because they have ~ot worked out all the details, because 

they cannot say what taxes will be increased and the rest of it. Either it 

is not the policy or
1
if it is the policy as the Premier says.then the u0vern

ment should answer the questions we are raising. You just cannot have it 

both ways; announce this grand new policy and then net deal with any of the 

problems that it creates. I certainly agree with the policy, the principle, 

but what I want to know is~ is there to be an education tax of $100.00. per 

family per year? Is this to be financed by an increase in the sales tax 

which is a regressive tax,as the Premier admits? ls that to go from seven 

to eight or nine per-cent or daes it mean another ten per-cent on the personal 

income tax or a few cents a gallon on the gasoline? What does it mean? l'his 

is what we are entitled to ask so that we can know the whole thing because,on 

the answers to those questions would depend whether or not you accepted the 

whole policy. 

It is easy enough, Mr. Chairman, to accept just the bald statement 

that the Government should be responsible for one hundred per-cent of the 

cost of schools. I do not think there is a member of the House who is going 

to disagree with that.But, if the Government says; uto do:that we must put 

up the SSA twe per-cent or one per-cent;then I might very well disagree with 

that or1 if it is a special educational taJC: of $100.00-:,per family per year, or 
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$150.00 or $80.00,I might disagree with that or~if the title to all the 

buildings is to be vested in the churches and school boards anyway despite 

the fact this is one hundred per-cent public funds,! might very well disagree 

with that. 

So on the answers to all those questions depends whether people are 

going to accept this policy or not and I fail to see how the Government -

the Government should either say this is not our policy yet, this is what we 

would like to do but it is not our policy yet and it will not be until we 

have all the facts and figures and answers or,if it is going to announce as 

the Premie[ says,that this is the policy,then the Bremier should give us the 

answers we ask for and he should do it this year because there is a general 

election coming up that is going to determine who forms the Government for the 

next five. This is such an important issue tha~ if there is an el~ction coming, 

th it is a matter that should be discussed in the election and
1
if it is then 

agreed between the parties.fine, it is not an issue. If all the problems 

are set out and the answers, if they are agreed it is not an issue but,if 

there is some disagreement on all the details and how they are to be handled, 

then it becomes an issue and people vote on it. 

That is the way it should be approached, Mr. Chairman. Not just ~hat 

ve are going to take it over but how, what taxes increases or what new taxes 

if any and the rest of it. That is what should be discussed now. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, none so blind as those who will not see. 

MR. CROSBIE: They see too much. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: We are going to give the churches $8. million a year starting 

this year,for six years. We have informed them and.provided that the House 

will vote it,we will give them $8. million a year for the next six years 1 

that is $48. million. Now we have it from the Minister of Community and 

Social Development ,.who is absent today, I think he is out on business some

where else, that an amount running somewhere between $50. million and $1~0. 
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millions,over part of that eight year period, over a five year period,will 

come from DREE for school construction. Now put it at the lowest figure, 

$50. million from DREE for the building of schools, $50. million at the lowest, 

it could be $100. million but take it at the lowest, $50. million and $48. 

million to be voted by thii H?use; that is $98. million in the next five, six 

years, $98. million, which means that there will be built 1with that much 

money,so many completely new school building~, thoroughly modern, thoroughly 

efficient1 I mean from a building point of view, not from the point of view 

of what goes on inside. 

Then it is highly doubtful, it is doubtful in the extreme, it is most 

unlikely that any additional increase rates of taxation wilL)Jave to be imposed 

and extremely unlikely, equally unlikely,that any additional new taxes would 

have to be imposed. Now remember that new tax~s could be imposed,up to $2. 

millions a year for school construction,vithout it costing the Newfoundland 

people any more than it is costing them now,because the Newfoundland people 

now are contributing $2. millions a year already; Jl. million a year in school 

taxes1 in the places where the taxes are levied,and $1. million a year in 

school assessments in the places where assessements are levied. That is $2. 

millions a year that some of the people are already forking out for school 

construction, $2. millions a year already, now. 

I am told, I heard here this morning
1

from the Minister,that the school 

tax authorities JlhO impose the school tax cover about half the Province and 

the school boards that~collect school assessment cover about half the Province. 

So that between them they are collecting $2. million a year. But, Sir, the 

$2. million is not contributed by all the people. It is only contributed by 

some of the people in all of the Province. In the school tax areas.I would 

imagine that pretty well everybody contributes but not so in the parts of the 

Province where there is no school tax and there is a school assessment because, 

where the school assessment is imposed, it is imposed only on the parents who 
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have children in school. It is not paid by the parents whose children are too 

young or whose children are left school. It is not imposed on parents who 

have no children and it is not imposed on unmarried persons. So that the 

burden of $1. million a year,collected now in school assessments,is a burden 

that is imposed on only a portion of the public but put it all together and 

it is $2. million. This House could impose additional,increase tax rates or 

entirely new taxes up to $2. million,without it costingany more than it is 
I 

already costing. 

Actually I see no need, no need, with $50 - . $100. millions coming 

from Ottawa and this House voting $8. millions a year, I see no need either 

to increase the rates of taxes or to impose new taxes~ That is a bugaboo. 

That is an election year bugaboo. -That is all that is. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, now all of this sounds so plausible and so,but it 

is purely theoretical. Number one 1 let us take the $2. million that is collected 

by way of school taxes and by way of assessments. '?he hon. Minister can 

correct m~ when I go wrong. All he has to do is interrupt and I will yield. 

My understanding is that,under the existing Legislation,the $2. million that 

is now collected,by way of ~chool taxes and assessments,cannot be used for 

the construction or equipping of schools. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That is practically what the arg1me11~ is about. It is n(,)t 

allowed to be used to run schools. 

MR. HICKMAN: To run them, that is right. It is the other way around. 

It is used for the purpose of equipping and construction of schools. Now the 

real crunch that is coming to school boards and where they have to look 

hopefully through their School Tax Authority and regretably through their 

assessments, it is not just in the equipping of schools it is in the 

maintaining and running of schools. As I said here on Friday with the 

possible exception -

HR. SMALLWOOD: The Govemment is already fully responsible for the operation 
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of schools. 

HR. HICKMAN: Well if, Mr. Chairman, the Government is fully responsible 

for the operating and management of schools then I say that the Government 
I 

has made a miserable failure in discharging its responsibility because there 

is not a school in this Province tbday that is being efficiently run or is 

giving a quality of education that the teachers or school boards in this 

Province would like to see or coming anywhere close to it, Mr. Chairman. 

But this is where the crunch is coming from. This is where we are going to 

see $2. million, if we pass - $2 million, another tax that is not going to 

cost anyone. Are we going to stand still? Are we going to not only take 

our foot off the accelerator but do what we started to do and now put it 

firmly on the break? Is that what we are going to do? No, Mr. Chairman, 

the simple fact is that, if we are going to come even close to allowing 

educators - look, they are the experts, Why is it" that in medicine or 

engineering or law or any other profession we defer to the profession, we 

take their advice, say; "you know what you are talking about," but when it 

comes to education,the one person we never listen to, the one profession 

ve do not listen to is the profession of the educato_r. Why not? They know 

more about it than we do. They know more about it than anyone in the 

House of Assembly knows. 

t say that 1fully cognizant of the fact that we have former educators 

in this House,ftut education is such an ongoing thing.I am sure the Minister 

would be the first to agree with me that today the young teacher,who is 

coming out of university,is skilled the day he graduates,but five years later 

he cannot afford to go back. You know,he might as well go look for a job 

somewhere else if he is going to rroperly discharge his duty. No, Mr. Chairman, 

ve have not had -

HR. SMALLWOOD: We are certainly departing a long way from construction. Now 

we are talking about item number (3) which is already passed. 
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MR. RICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, we are not departing a long way from item (14) at 

all because item (14) and the policy that has been annunicated here today and 

on Fxiday and on Thursday obviously has to increase the cost to Government. 

Now if we take the next step, and 1 believe this is wishful thinking on the 

part of Government,. that there w:1.11 be no increase in taxes as a result of this1 

obviously something else has to give. No1r wat i$ going to give? The qual:lty 

of education has .given far too much in the last three or foUT years. So where 

is it going to give? 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: What would the hon. gentleman say to the fact that last 

year we spent $20 million more on education than in the previous year 

and this year $35 million more without increasing taxes and without 

imposing new taxes. 

MR. HICKMAN: But substantially increasing the borrowing of the 

Province. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: We did not borrow for this. 

MR. HICKMAN: Oh! but you borrowed. Mr. Chairman this only evades the 

issue. You borrow for the total cost of operating the Province. If the 

second highest cost or the highest cost happens to be education, obviously 

this is a very determining factor in the borrowing. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That is pretty specious reasoning. 

MR. HICKMAN: It may be specioue reasoning but, if we are not borrowing it 

for education,then what are we borrowing it for? Health? Welfare? What 

are 1,ve borrowing it for'? Is. education excluded? Are you going to 

reason that right at the very bottom comes the $110 million or whatever it is 

for education and that the borrowing is for everything else on the top? What 

I vas going to say was this: Since I have been in this House I have never 

heard, in my opinion, a complete, f&ir, nonpolitical debate on education. We 

talk ·· about education as if we are treading on egg shells. There is too 

strong an inclination to throw everything on the churches,without putting 

church and Government into the very slots where they belong, where the 

Education Act and the Schools Act attempted to put them. If you get up and 

do it, as I have done on two or three occasions, immediately someone comes 

screaming out of his seat on the other side: Oh! You want to do away with 

denominational education." This is always the answer. That is a silly, foolish, 

half-witted answer for a very simple reason,that we could stand here and talk 

until the cows come home about the abolition of denominational education. Unless and 
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until the Constitution of Canada is changed, it cannot be done. So 

you accept certain facts. Having accepted these facts, then you get into 

the real gut issue of education. Mr. Chairman, the real gut issue is this, 

that the final responsibility for education rests with the Government of this 

Province and not with the churches, Govemment are being derelict in their 

duty, if they do not discharge that responsibility. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order1 please! 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, Item 612-14, Erection and Equipping of Schools, 

how does that relate to OREE funds? lt relates in this way: The Dree funds, 

the ones that we know of, the ones that we ho~e will be forthcoming in the 

future1 as cf now are restricted to certain areas of the Province. So that 

if the DREE funds are going to take care of certain areas, then obviously 

the school boards, in their projections, must place the emphasis on the other 

areas of the Province that will not take advantage of this. It Roes a step 

further. This is the relevancy of the conment that the hon. the member for 

St. John's East (Extern) made; that school boards within DREE areas 

are finding that they are having difficulties in making their projections. 

Because there i~ another unit, a very important one! involved in all this and 

this unit, an important one, is the parent We tread on egg shells • We 

say we must not rock the boat and we must talk about the last one hundred 

years as = sacrosanct. 

But you find that parents and students are not quite as cowardly as 

we are. They are not that concerned about the past traditions. What they 

are concerned about is the quality of education and the facilities that are 

made available to these children. Now how does this come in again to 

six, twelve, fourteen within a DREE area? Well let me give you two examples: 

One example is on the Burin Peninsula where two schools are being built out 

of DREE funds for the Integrated School Board, One school is being built out 
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of DREE funds for the Roman Catholic School Board. : When these announcements 

were made that peninsula,which is not only a geographic unit but which is 

starting,fortunately,to work together in education in practically everv 

field as one cohesive unit, there was great rejoicing. There was rejoicing 

wbP.n they saw the tender calls and referred to it as free access schools. 

Because immediately Protestant parents in M~rystown were saying, "good our 

children are going to be able to go to a first-class Roman Catholic school 

in Marystown." Immediately Roman Catholic parents in Salt Pond, Salmonier, 

Point May and these places were saying the reverse, "good, we are going to have 

a fiTst-class integrated high school or elementary school system that we can 

take advantage of." Ibey are going to. Ibis is what the two boards based 

their projection on. Ihe same things are happening out here. One of the reasons 

1 why this new elementary school is to be built now was because it was based on the 

projections of .- the over~rowding in Vanier School. But now they find that they 

are not o~)ecting to this. Make no mistake about it. In fact the academic 

staff are delighted with it. But they find that their projections, which were 

based at that time simply on the Protestant demand for Vanier. may be completely 

out of whack because of the large number of applications they expect to receive 

froa Roman Catholic parents, to enter the new Protestant elementary school. 

out here on MacDonald Drive. So it goes everywhere throughout t~e Province. 

I have yet to hear of a parent.,anywhere in the area where these schools are to be 

built,taking the slightest objection to the fact that these are free-access 

schools. In fact I suggest that parents and educators welcome this as a real 

giant step forward,even far more so than any dollars and cents which may come 

from Ottawa. So do not let us get cowardly and start to turn back the clock 

bY. trying to insist on superimposing on this the things today that are not 

relevant in 1971 and things whicn culll.d have aroused great emotions in 1960. 

It is quite wrong. It is a cowardly attitude to adopt. What it is doing is that it 
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is prejudicing, very seriously prejudicing the rights and the future of 

those who are in school today. These really are the ones that count. What 

difference does it make to any of us here now! We are through school. It 

makes no difference at all. We can get as emotional, we can get as tradition 

bound and as hidebound as we wish, but it is no skin off our nose. We will 

never be back there again. 

Mr. Chairman, when the hob. the Minister oi Education was referring 

to borrowing by the school boards, he suggested that it is no concern of his 

or no concern (presumably, it is no concern of his or Government or this House) 

as to what the churches do with the monies that are voted out of this $8 million. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: He did not say any such thing. He did not say that. 

MR, HICKMAN: No, he said it is none of our business. 

HR. ROWE (F.W.): I would like to stand on a point of privilege, 

MR. HICKMAN: No, I promised to yield if there is anywhere I go wrong. 

Ma, ROWE (F.W.): I said nothing of the kind. 

MR, HICKMAN: Well would you repeat what you did say? 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): And I implied nothing of the kind, 

MR, HICKMAN: Well will you repeat what you did say? 

MR, ROWE (F.W.): I repeat what I said, I would be very happy to do so. 

1 said that the various churches owe the money. 1 said it is none of our business 1 

I would suggest, Certainly, it seems to me that it would be highly improper 

for~ to be giving details, if indeed we had them, as to how nuch money the 

Roman Catholic Church owed on Brother Rice.or whether so much is owed on 

Brother Rice and so much on St. Michaels, That is an intemal matter within 

the Roman Catholic Church. I said what does concern us,and would have to concern 

lie in the event that we adopted any new policy and even if we do not.is the 

amount, the gross indebtedness of the churches in respect of education, That is 

my point. I did not say that that was not our concern. 

HR. HICKMAN: While the minister is on his feet now, · .. I know or I think it 

was said here that somewhere between $3 million and $4 million of this 

$8 million vote this year will go in the payment of commitments for oustanding 

debts. Nov let us assume it is $3.5 million. That leaves $4.5 million. 

3035 



May 10, 1971 Tape no. 563 Page 5. 

MR. ROWE(F.W.): It is $3 million of that money that will be paid to the 

banks. 

MR. HICKMAN: '11 right$ 3 million - that leaves $5 million f~eel 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): This is not necessarily, I should point out, money that 

they borrowed seven years ago. Some of that money might be in respect of 

a school which is under construction at this moment·. 

KR. HICKMAN: All right, I am not concerned about the time. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): No. 

MR. HICKMAN: But there iR $5 million (before the minister sits) 

free to be used this year to build new schools. Now what is the hon. minister's 

position with respect to that $5 million as to how it is spent? Is thAt any 

of his business? 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): To start of with that $5 million has to be divided ••• 

MR. HICKMAN: Right. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): I have no control over this. That has to go to the churches 

in respect of populations on a pro-rata basis, on a population basis. That 

is number one • It has to be spent in the building of schools or the amortization 

of debts to schools. That is number two. That is my concern. They cannot 

uaei that money to build churches. They cannot use it to build anything else. 

It has to be used to build schools. To that extent, we control it. It is paid 

out only in respect of the building_, of schools. We can approve the general 

plan. We have a planning division. We have th~ right to approve the general 

plans of the schools (2) We hAve a right to approve the exact site of the 

school, not the locality of the school but the site of the school. (3) We have 

no right at·all to say·-to the integrated churches, you must put a high school on 

New World island. You must scrap your plans to put a high school on Fogo Island. 

We cannot do that. My hon. friend knows that, of course, as I do • . 

Ml. HICKMAN: Firstly on the question of borrowing, when the hon. minister 

says that it is no concern of his as to how much money has been borrowed by the 

various school boards. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: He did not say that. 
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MR. HICKMAN: Well what did he say then? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The details of the individual borrowing and debts of the 

churches. It i~ their business not ours. 

MR. HICKMAN: We. are playing with words. The details of the individual 

borrowings of the various school boards and churches and the emphasi~ should 

be on the school boards, because the school boards are doinR a lot of this 

borrowing, not the churches. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

Boards are just agents of the churches. 

We are still back in the 19 •• 

They are. 

They are not. 

They are! They are nothing else. 

MR. HICKMAN: Would the hon. minister confirm that that the school boards 

are agents of the churches. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): In the final analysis ••• 

MR.. HICKMAN: In the final analysis - come on. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): In the final analysis, the churches are responsible. 

The churches agree on school boards. Mr. Chairman, the Education Act is 

there. 

MR. S1JALLWOOD: Maybe the hon. member would like you to be different, but he 

is not different. 

MR. BICKMAN Look, Mr. Chairman, what is the point in arguing. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The Education Act sets it all out. 

MR. HICKMAN: If the Education Act sets out that the school boards are agents 

of the churches, then that Act was not properly introduced into this House 

two years ago. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The hon. gentleman voted for it. 

MR.. HICKMAN: Right and that was one of the reasons I voted for it because 

it does not say that. 

MR SMALLWOOD: It does say it. 

MR. HICKMAN: Let us get back to this borrowing and the way the churches or the 
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school boards; their individual debts as the hon. minister refers to -

am I right in saying that the particulars of the individual debts he says 

are none of his business? Am I right now7 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): The de tails •• 

_MR, HICKMAN: The details are particulars. Right. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Would my hon. _friend yield a moment? In case I did not, 

I was given the infonnation that all members had asked for some breakdown 

on this $8 million. I attempted to give a general analysis of the $8 million. 

I did indeed give that. I was not sure whether hon. members expected me to 

state, to breakdown still further what the •arious churches owe? What 

the Roman ~atholic Church owe, i.e., either directly or through its boards? 

I suggested it is imnaterial because my hon. friends knows that the Roman 

Catholic Church is back of every Roman Catholic Board in Newfoundland. 

MR. HICKMAN: That is right. 

MR. ROWE (F .W.): The point I was trying to .make was that if any hon. member 

expected me to give a breakdown of the indebtedness of the Roman Catholic 

Church, of the detailed indebtedness of that church in respect of education, 

even if I had the information, I would not give it. I did not think it would 

be proper to give it. That is my point. I said that it is none of my concern 

anyway. If the Roman Catholic -Church owes (I think I used to think it) $8 million 

for education, it is none of my concem whether $1 million of that is owed 

on St. Catherine's School in Grand Falls and $2 million on the Holy Heart of 

Mary and another $500,000 Regina High School in Corner Brook - none of my 

business. This is the point I was trying to make. I stressed it because I 

felt that it would be improper for me to give any more details than I have 

already given in respect of the churches indebtedness. 

MR. HICKMAN: Right. I am not disagreeing with any of that. Everytime 

I try to make my point I get interrupted. What I am suggesting to the minister 

is this - I am not suggesting that he disclose to the House how much money is owed 

by the Consolidated School Board of Conception Bay North or the · 
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MR. HICKMAN: Consolidated School Board of Burin or the Roman Catholic School 

Board of Burin. What I am saying is this, that over the past ten ·to fifteen 

years when school boards have been placed in a position where they have to, 

you know, they must because of a thousand reasons, build a new school. 

The minister, even though the grants are paid out to the churches on an 

undiscrimatory bases, the Minister of Education is fully aware of the 

amount of money that has been borrowed by that particular school board for that 

particular school More than that,the banks,on practically every occasion, 

will ask for a letter from the minister and from the Denominational Education 

Authority confirming that out of the grants for the next •x•' number of years 

.the school board for Conception Bay North will receive'x'number of dollars 

which in turn will be paid to the bank. There is where I would say that 

regardless of the legal responsibility ' the Minister of Education has a 

very strong moral and financial responsibility to see to it that schools that · 

have been built and monies borrowed1on the strength of these grants,that these 

loans are met and these commitments are made to the various banks. That is 

being done. There is nothing wrong with it. This is why I say that Government 

does know and Government should know and Government must know the details of the 

borrowings of the various school boards in this Province. 

MR ROWE: ~e have a right to approve the bonds. 

MR HICKMAN: Right. Not only that they have the right to approve 

but you realize, in so approving, - you must realize this - because I have 

been one of the ones to come in, on my knees, to get the approval 

for a school board - nothing to do with the churches at all but for the 

school board: "Will you approve the construction of St Andrew's School 

or will you give us a letter saying how much we will get each year on 

the strength of. •• " That is as good, really, as a government guarantee. 

On the strength of that letter you then go to the bank and say: "Here is our 

letter. Lend us half a million dollars because, out of the grants that 

are going to come to the Denominational Education Authorities, there is 

going to be~50,000 go to you on account of St Andrews School. I know that. 

You know; why keep emphasizing this great distinction that 

does not really exist? Of course government have to know. 
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MR. ROWE, F.W. I just want to make that clear, that is pretty danr,erous 

there, Mr. Chainnan. If my hon. friend would yield to me, I am sure he would 

not want to convey a false impression. At no time did the Government of 

Newfoundland ever say to the board operating or about to build St. Andrew's 

School, we guarantee that you will get'x'number of dollars a year in order 

to build that school. All we guaranteed was what we would make available to 

the United Church of Canada in Newfoundland to build schools. 

MR. HICKMAN: It is more than that~ a bit more than that. 

MR. ROHE, F.W. In tum the United Church of Canada through its educational 

council gave an understanding or a guarantee to that particular board, as to 

what they would make available. 

MR, RICl'.MAN: These letters
1
as the hon. minister know,has to be couched in 

such a way that the banks, even though they cannot legally, they cannot legally 

come tomorrow morning to the hon. minister and say, "look that new school that 

was opened in Fortune last year, we want our $50,000 because you have guaranteed 

it.~ They know they cannot do that. You know, I am not suggesting that they 

can. But at the same time, the letters of intent that are exchanged between 

Government,Denominational Education Authorities, and eventually wind up in 

the hands of the Bank of Nova Scotia, even though they have not got the -.. 

strict legal interpretation and the legal guarantee had precisely the same 

effect, because without it, without it you would never get your money from 

the bank. There is nothing wrong with it, ln fact it is good, If we had 

more of it, then the school boards could meet their projection and build 

their school and meet their needs. ~his is correct. The hon. minister 

knows it is correct, I am not saying - the trouble is, if you say something 

over here, you are suppose to be saying it in a critical sense. I am only 

trying to get the facts straight. The same thing applies to the pwnership 

of schools. 

I did not realize until I came into this House that, the churches own all 

the schools. Certain churches own the schools, they do it as a matter of 

policy. But, I can tell this committee that the school in Grand Bank,which 

was operated by the United Church School Board,was not owned by the United 
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MR. RICKMAN: Church. It was owned by the United Church School Board for 

Grand Bank. I can say with absolute certainty that the schools in St. John's 

were owned by the United Church Schools, because first when we integrated 

the Board, we found that a couple of schools were still owned by the United 

Church, and we said we want them, and we want them right away and there was 

some hesistancy, we said, if you do not give them to us, well then you better 

run the schools, you know. This is what is happening now with the integrated 

boards a fair amount of legal work that has to go on to get it all completed. 

But, eventually the ownership clear, unincumbered ownership in these schools 

and title will vest in the school boards. Other churches a~ a matter of 

policy retain the ownership,which is their right. But, these general 

statements that the churches own the schools, is just not correct. 

Hy understanding of the Act is that the only control there is, when once 

a church voluntarily conveys to a school board a particular school building 

or certain assets.or altematively,if the board previous to integration owned 

it and then it goes in the integrated board, the only control at all is that 

the Denominational Education Committee had to approve the borrowing. They do 

not give any security. They do not give any guarantee. They have no title 

to mortgage. ~ut this is more,(and it is not a bad oneJ to keep valveson. 

Jou could have a school board sometime who would want to go out and borrow 

itself completely out of existence. But, you do, boards today,of their own 

initiative,are going out borrowing money from banks, giving mortgages on 

property, building teacher~ residences and the only consultation ~tall 

" there is 1 to the D.E.c., 

by the Secretary," 

there is a thing on the bottom, "I approve.signed 

It has nothing at all to do with title. Nothing at all to do with title. 

There is nothing wrong with the school boards having title to their schools. 

There is nothing wrong,tif'.':. the denomination wants to keep it. the thing if'! 

it has better borrowing power by having all the assets under one body 

rather than dissipated among various boards. Go to ft! 

· Now, Mr. Chairman, you know, of all the discussion we had here the last 

couple of days,to me the most disappointing thing that I have heard is the 

suggestion, free-access, as we have seen in the tender calls
1
may not mean free 
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access. If it does not mean what it says, then, in my opinion, that is 

definitely a retrograde step and one which will not be accepted by the 

parents of this Province. It just will not be accepted. It should not be 

accepted. It would be most regretable if any steps were taken to try and 

manoeuvre or manipulate or embarrass the Government of Canada into changing 

the terms that have already been laid down. 

The hon. the member for St. John's West has gone over and practically 

everyone else has a dozen times the announcement -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKMAN: part of the item,-you know, you think we were talking about 

whether w7 are going to have $30,000 to give the egg growing producers in 

Newfoundland this year, instead of attempting, as I regard this committe and 

as I regard the debate.attempting to clarify policies that are not that clear 

right now in Newfoundland insofar as education is concerned. Surely this is 

what this committee is all about. 

But the tragedy in making announcements of intention is that so many people 

read into it, even though you can repeat it, the hon. minister has on several 

occasions, time and time again;-my announcement does not mean that we are 

going to do it. There are obstacles to overcome.'' 

MR. CROSBIE: It has been reversed now. 

MR. HICKMAN: Ah, well there has been a change in the policy, but even now 

there is still a cavet there that says that, we have to do a lot of 

negotiations. But you can repeat this every day for the next 365 days, but 

it will not have the desire4-it cannot but help to embarrass the school boards 

throughout the Province. Because what are you going to do, if you are in an 

area where you are about to impose a school tax authorityf We know what 

happened in the past. For instance, we know that just prior to the Speech from 

the Throne in 1966, about a month prior to that, after two or three years of 

conditioning, public meetings, public debate, the Town of Fortune was declared 

a school tax area. My recollection is that,,,the Deputy Minister can correct 

me\ my recollection is the proclamation was·· signed. It became Law. 

Certainly everything had been complied with and all the announcements had been 
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MR. HICKMAN: Then came the Speech from the Throne, and then came the 

Minister's Budget Speech, the then Minister of Finance, which changed it. 

They had not yet, in Fortune, gotten back to the position where they can 

bring in a school tax. Because what did people do? They did the natural thing, 

the same as those who were paying assessments did, and as they are doing again 

" now. They said; we know about all these riders, we know about all these 

qualifications, but it has been announced and eventually it is going to 

come to pass, so why should we be foolish enough today;to have the school 

tax authority put in such a town, when ,ff we would hang her down for another 

couple of years the Government are bound to take over the full cost: 

This is the serious effect that announcements that are made prematurely 

have. It is bad enough to make premature announcements on health or economic 

development or anything else, but a premature announcement made with respect 

to education can have ' the most undesirable effect of postponing certain 

capital construction or the implementation of certain programmes in towns 

and communities,that must be implemented this year and that would have been 

implemented this year and they will not now. And you do not recapture that. 

There is no way of recapturing the last two or three years. Y~u can repeat 

it time and time and time again that we are only looking into this. NPlease 

continue to pay your taxes.• Ask any school board about the drop off in 

assessments already. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, ~hen again,in dealing with this policy, y9u know, 

you cannot do this without treating the requirements and the imposition it 

will have on the tax dollar generally of the whole educational system. 

I think you have to accept that,if we are going to accelerate at all, and 

if we are ~ot going to go back, then the increase in cos~ in education are 

going to be very substantial. 

I would just like to conclude the•e few remarks by once again referring, 

because it is so relevant to all of these estimates,the findings of APEC, as 

of November 1970. Now let me quote this once again, "taxation levels in 

the Atlantic- Region are .. already relatively high, and,as has been pointed out 
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previously,have a generally regressive structure. It is felt that any 

increase in taxation will yield only a marginal increase in revenue. Not 

only that, but if low income indi~iduals in the region are faced with 

additional taxes, they will be forced to endure further hardship, as a 

result of a decrease in their already limited after-tax income." Now, 

obviously, one of the regressive taxes in this Province is S.S.A. tax. 

Probably the second most regressive is the gasoline tax. The other taxes, 

the income tax, the corporation tax, according to this report and it stands 

to reason anyway that it only results in a marginal increase in revenue. 

So this is where the whole question of where the money is going to come 

from, it is so relevant. Then it goes on to say"the Federal Government," 

(this is November 1970)"the Federal Government's present attitude is that 

the Provinces must further e:kploit the revenue sources available to them." 

That is not $50 million for DREE money for schools in the next five years. 

· Where do we find?"- - as it then concludes "however, in the case of the 

Atlantic Provinces these sources are already inadequate." °WhPre d9 we 

find the sources in Newfoundland? S.S.A, is regressive; income tax and 

corporation tax, marginal benefit; gasoline tax is regressive; liquor tax, 

regressive, you know, when it is increased beyond - where is it going 

to come from? What other taxes a~e open? None out of the gross provincial 

product because the gross provincial product is not rising fast enough · 

to take care of the escalation in the cost. So where does it come from? 

The mind of a hen? We sould tell Mr. Marchand that.because he calls 

this his Bible. His Bible! We remember. We saw him on television 

clutching it to his generous heart. He believes it. Anyone who 
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MR. HICKMAN: who has any sense of responsibility for the future of this 

Province has to believe it, But apparently this is not the day to believe 

it. 

MR. _ _!ARLE: Mr. Chairman, a couple of very brief remarks. It seems that 

this policy, which has been annunciated by Government without any 

real idea of what it is going to cos~ is typical of the way we have 

gone about things in the past. We announce policies without the faintest 

idea really, except a pious hope that the taxes already collected 

and the assessments might cover it. There is no basis for that 

conclusion at all. 

But even more serious than that, I wonder if anybody 

realizes what an announcement of this type, this policy, what a 

can of worms this has opened upi Because the Government, in my opinion, 

in announcing that, might just as well have added another sentence to 

it and say, ''we automatically hereby, in spite of the terms of Union, 

declare that denominational education in this Province is finished, 

for this reason, Mr. Chairman, that this 1110ney to pay the .. - --

full operation costs of schools and the full capital costs of schools, 

cous from all of the people. Now,whether we like it or whether we 

do not; there are people in the Province who have not got any 

particular affiliation with a church at,all. Regretfully that is 

so. There are peoDle right throughout the Province who have no 

affiliation with any church and a lot of people who do not care very 

much. 

Unfortunately all of this revenue.which is going to be 

spent on both operating and capital to cover the one hundred per cent 

costs of schools.come from all of the people. Therefore, 1 think, 

that the people themselves, as they begin to realize, as this thing will 

develop, will say this is an absolut~- public school system because 

it is being paid for by public funds. Therefore, there would be a large 

3045 



May 10, 1971 (Morning) Tape No. 565 NC - 2 

MR. HICKMAN: outcry, I am sure, a frightening outcry from a certain 

segment of the public1 that this is opening up public schools completely, 

being paid for by public funds and therefore there is no need of carrying on 

with the system which we now have. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, before it carries, I think we have got five 

minutes, I just want to reiterate, 7 Mr. Chairman, that here we have a 

situation where the Premier says the Government has adopted this 

policy;,.,the taking over of the costs of schools and the Minister when 

he last spoke to the House a few minutes ago, got up and said,"if we 

adopt a new policy." 

Now you cannot have it both ways. The Government has either 

adopted the policy_,which the Premier says, or it has not. The.Minister 
,, 

cannot get up and pretend, "if we adopt this new policy, the policy •••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: He cannot do it without resigning from the Cabinet. 

I announce the policy, any Minister who does no~ aceept it,resigns. 

MR. CROSBIE: Right. Good-by Mr. Minister of Education, if you do 

not accept that policy. 

It is not ,if we got a new policy;- the policy has been adopted~ 

MR. ROWE: We both said the same thing. 

MR. CROSBIE: No, no, not at all. All right now the Minister then 

clearly agrees with the Premier. Jou have adopted the policy, now what 

is needed is the details and the solutions to the problems that have 

been mentioned in the Bouse so far. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: We will think of them when the policy is brought in. 

MR. CROSBIE: The policy has been announced. Look, in 1966-67, in the 

Speech from the Throne, Mr. Chairman, the Government adopted a bold 

new policy. It was announced,by the Lieutenant-COvernmr, that school 

taxes and school fees are being abolished, That was the announcment. 

That was four years ago. Four years ago that was announced.,- • 1n the 

Budget,that the Minister of Finance .(and he is now Minister of 
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MR. CROSBIE: Education)brought down four months later, the Government 

had to announce that school fees and school ••• 

MR. ROWE: I know I am wasting my breath, at least I feel I am wasting 

my breath, Mr. Chairman, but I would submit to you Sir, that eighty 

per cent of the discussion on this particular item there is obviously 

one intention in mind, that is to hang,Iber down to get to 1:00 o'clock on 

this item and no doubt.this afternoon, two or three hours on the next 

item and so on. 

Mr. Chairman, these gentlemen on the other side are bringing 

into this discussion items which they know, as well as I know and 

your Honour must lmow,are Out of Order. It is not on this particular 

Vote, I would suggest, it is not under this particular Vote, asking for 

$8 million for this year capital grant, it is not under this particular 

Vote that a policy that might be implemented in two or three years time 

should be discussed. It is not also, I would suggest, the time for 

the DREE discussions to come into the picC~re and a dozen other things 

that have been brought in here this morning under this particular 

Vote. II we are going to do that, what is going to happen when we 

get down to on vocational education? Another general discussion 

as we had at the beginning of the Vote, ll.t the beginning of each 

departmental Vote, when the Minister's item is called? It is then 

open, as I understand it and as it has been done here for twenty years, 

it is open to every member of the House to make a general statement 

on education. This was done here ad infinitum and ad nauseam. This 

was done here for three days. The best part of three days was. killed 

on this. The -first time it has ever happened here. Now it is done 

again here and it is going to be done, no doubt. I say now, Mr. 

Chairman, that these gentlemen on the other side are stalling and 

killing time here. You know that as well as I do. 

MR. CROSBIE: Is this a Point of Order, or ia it a speech? 

It is a political speech. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I think that what the Minister said is well taken actually. 

lllembers have drifted considerably from the item which we have been 

asked to pass While I think that every speaker has 1 on occasions. 

been relevant to the item. practically every speaker on other 

occasions has not been. 

I think that members by this time. after five years. know 

the rules as well as the Chair does and that we are now discussing the 

erection and equipping of schools, which is a capital expenditure and 

members should res~rain themselves to speaking on that item. 

MR. CROSBIE~ Mr. Chairma_n, four years ago it was announced that school 

taxes and fees were-·done away with. That had to be reversed. It has 

been discussed all morning. We were discussing how to meet the costs 

of constructing and erecting schools. There have been four years passed 

since then. Mr. Chairman, for that problem to be dealt with by the 

Government. 

The Government had to reverse themselves because they had to 

leave the churches to meet a percentage of the cost of erecting and 

equipping schools. So the policy announced in 1966-67 was not 

carried out and for the last four years the churches have been left 

to impose school assessments and school taxes for that purpose. 

Now the Government is trying to suggest that this is finally, four 

years after the promise, going to be carried out, that there be no 

school taxes and no school assessments for these purposes,without 

explaining whatsoever .pow the problem 1that kept the Government from 

doing that for the last four years,is going to be dealt with this year. 

The Government announced that it is going to do it and_ will not give us 

any information as to how it is going to do ~t. ?hat is what we are 

discussing here in connection with that Vote. 

The hon. the Premier suggested that there is no need for tax 

increase, with a $98 million deficit shown in the Estimates this year, 
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MR. CROSBIE: with an $82 million deficit last year, with $400 million'..isl 

deficit• over the laat five years, the bon. the Premier suggests that the 

Government can take over more costs and not increase revenue, with the 

Vote for Education Ut> $25 million. Never mind the question ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Be will go on again after lunch. 

MR. CROSBIE: I have not finished my remarks, Mr. Chair1D81l. Now it ia 

either one o'clock or not. I will go on if it is not • . 

MR. SPEAKElt: It now being one o'clock I now leave the eh.air until 

three o'clock. 
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particular year. 

MR. ROHE: !!ay I add 1-1r. Chairman, ( I should have said. if my hon. 

friend permits) that this money will not be paid out to any - in 

respect of any church until the other DREE money has actually been 

expended. It is not something we will be advancing. The other money 

would have been expended before the thing is - balance is restored. 

I hope I am making that clear. 

?fR. CROSBIE: In this connection the money that is spent by DREE for 

schools in Newfoundland appears in the estimates for Community and 

Social Development. For example, let us say that it is $20 million 

this year that is going to come from the Federal Government for schools • 
. , 

That would be voted in the Department of Community and Social Development. 

MR. ROWE: Yes. 

mt. CROSBIE: One of those block votes in that department. So, that 

money comes first to the Newfoundland Governrn.ent1which has to vote it. 

It is this House of Assembly which has to vote it but it is a contribution 

from the Govermnent of Canada. Could the minister tell us, or does he 

want us to wait until we get to Community and Social Developmen~. where 

those monies are going to be spent this yearf You know, what schools 

for example? 

MR. ROWE: Well, actually I could tell you what churches will be 

spending it this year. I think it would mostly go this year to the 

Pentecostal Church. We will not know possibly until later in the year 

whether or not, (and I use these words, I hope nobody will take it too 

seriously) how much any one church has been short-changed so to speak, 

we will not know before the end of the year, but we do know in respect 

of last year that it was the Pentecostal Church which did not receive 

any. As it happened, purely a coincidence, purely unitentional, the 

Pentecostal Church was not affected by the DREE areas last year. There 

was no DREE area where the Pentecostal - where DREE undertook to put in 

a Pentecostal school. 
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Another year it ~icht very well be the Roman Catholic 

denor.iination or some area where a preponderance of schools would go in, 

like the integrated, and that would leave the Roman Catholic Church 

coming short. That is all right. That might be rectified the 

following year. ~ut there is a question of keeping the balance somewhere 

along the line so that we will not be accused of breaking the Constitution. 

As it happens, t~e Pentecostal Church has some very serious needs at this 

present tirr,e in respect I believe of, I am speaking from memory now, 

Stephenville and New World Island. At any rate, the point is that this 

restores the balance,that will restore the balance as far as we can 

esti.Mate for the first two years of the DREE programme. Next year, or 
:,· 

two yearsafter that,we will-whatever the format is that is decided on, 

or is acceptable to the churches for restoring that balance. Over long

term, it will probably even out very well anyway. 

Motion -15 carried. 

Motion, clauses 614-01 through 615-02, carried. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, -03, this is instruction,examination costs. 

The estimates show a decrease of $90 thousand this year as compared to 

last year. Are there going to be less examinations? 

l-lR. ROWE: Yes, yes indeed. My hon. friend apparently has just forgotten 

for the moment that this is the first year that we will have eliminated 

the grades IX and X public examinations. ~Jhile there has been an increase 

in grade X, I think the actual number - somebody from one of the news 

media was asking me today and I will be giving him that information- -the 

actual number writing the grade XI examinations next month will be 10,00~ 

which is the highest number by far in our history. By eliminating the 

grades IX and X examinations our total cost here will be do~"ll by 

something of the order of $90 thousand. 

MR. HICK}!AN: While the hon. minister is on his feet; this will be the 

first year that some of the grade XI's will not be writing their 

examinations too, is that not right? Provincial? Some of the schools have 
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now been accredited with the university. 

NR. ROWE: I think here, and the deputy has just refreshed my memory 

on this matter too, I have known it, everybody did, last year the 

university announced that they were prepared to take in some students on 

the basis of reco~mendations from the schools themselves, or from the 

principals of the schools. In most cases our information is that, even 

where such schools have been acceptable,they will still be ~"Titing the 

external matriculation examinations. I doubt very much if there will be 

any schools, there could be, but I doubt that there will be any, 

certainly not very many schools that will not be writing the grade XI 

examinations. 
,,. 

~m. HICKMAN: There will not be any schools, but there will be a percentage 

of students in the schools. 

MR. ROWEr Theoretically there could be some 1 you know, that are top-

notch, but most of them - you see, after all,most of these students are 

interested in scholarships and matriculation scholarship_s., ve have a fair 

n\DDber of these available and these very students we are talking about, 

the top-notch ones that the principals wouls be prepared to recommend, 

these are the ones most likely to qualify for scholarships anyway. There 

is an increase in the actual number writing grade XI, Of course, that 

is to be taken for granted. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Nine and ten will not br writing public examinations? 

MR. ROWE: In most cases, probably in every case, their own schools 

would have to have their own internal examinations. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, perhaps the minister might like to inform 

the committee of what his plans are for introducing the method of grade 

XI examinations in the schools. In other words, accrediting the schools. 

I think the minister indicated,last year or the year before, I am not 

sure which, when the move was made to grade IX and X. Subs~quently it 

was hoped that it would go on to grade XI, and that the school would do 

the examining. Has there been any further move toward that? 
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MR. ROWE: Yes, the hon. gentleman is correct, At the time we 

announced the IX and X we also indicated that we planned to 

modify the grade XI examinations. In this regard we feel, I feel 

and I am sure every hon. member in this Ilouse prc:>bably feels the same 

way, and certainly people in education generally feel it, the life or 

death, the academic life or death of a student1 should not depend on a 

one-shot examin~tion. So many times it happens that a sixteen year 

old girl -has to write her exam on Monday morning. On Tuesday mond,ng 

ahe has another exam, Wednesday another exam. If for any reasi>-n at all 

that girl is indisposed, and on an average a nwnber of gir:1.s are, and the 

same thing applies,probably to a lesser extent,with boys, but if for 

any reason a girl is indisposed any particular morn:l.ng she could very 

well fail her examination, not 

3055 



~fay 10, 1971 Tatff! 567 (afternoon) PK - 1 

MR. ROWE, F .-1'1'. 

write a~pass paper and the result is she has lost her year or at least 

she is unable to get in University, So what.we are trying to devise is a 

number of criteria of which the final examination would only be one, "That 

final examination might be worth fifty percent, but her school record 

thi:oughout the year would be worth something, and other criteria as well. 

For example, the teachers~In an ordinary high school today there are five or 

six teachers. There may be seven or eight teachers involved with each student 

doing grade XI. But, if those seven or eight teachers, for example, are 

convinced that this girl is University material, or a boy for that mattter, 

then their opinion should come into the picture somewhere, as well as whether 

or not she got seventy-two percent or forty-nine percent in a mathamatical 

examination on the 23rd. day of June. 

?fR. HURPHY: In other words it is the general assessment over the year. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. This is the general idea, to work up to that so that you will 

not have this - but it does happen, We know it happens. that some youngster 

loses a year or fails an examination. this is a heart-breaking experience 

for a student who has worked hard and expects to pass, and who was looking 

forward to going to University or to go into some other institution, maybe· 

going into nursing or something of that kind, only to be knocked out 

completely by virtue of the fact tiat on 23rd, day of June that girl wa~ 

indisposed and should have been in bed, 

MB.. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, it all goes back to the old problem where one 

group of people are doing the instructing, ~ometimes another group of people 
•,j,i 

writing the examination, still another group of people possibly correcting 

them. Certainly there is a lot to be said,for the teachers who are teaching 

the students, to be the ones to examine them in the school. 

Perhap~ the minister would lika to tell the committee what progress 

has been made, of if any thought has been given to introducing first year 

University proirammms in some of the larger high schools across Newfoundland? 

Certainly there are a lot of arguments for this; (1) a lot of the young people 
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MR. COLLINS: who are comin~ to Memorial are not ready to leave their homes. 

(2) Costs are involved. There are a great number of schools across the 

Province who are qualified to the first year University programme. Certainly 

there is a lot to be said for it, Mr. Chairman, and I was of the opinion that 

the department was looking at this. Could the minister indicate if any 

progress has been made? 

MR. Cl1AIR.'-1AN: Order, please. I wonder if we can leave this until we 

get down to the heading under University. 

MR. COLLINS: I do not mind, as long as we can get an answer. 

On motion 03 carried. 

MR. MURPHY: 04 - Correspondence Courses. Would the minister kindly explain 

what ' correspondence courses are available. 

MR. ROWE, F.lf·. Mr. Chairman, thanks to a number of factors.notable the 

increase in communications, the building of roads and our transportation 

programme, bus transportation, and also our bursary programme,which makes 

it possible for students, especially in the higher grades,now to leave 

small and isolated communities and go into schools, larger schools,to do 

their high school work, thanks to that, the need for correspondence work 

is far less in Newfoundland than it was a few years ago. But, there are still 

a few cases where it is still obvious, I mean 1you have a~lighthouse-keeper 

living on Baccaiie~ Island out there, and it is probably not feasible for 

a child in Grade III or Grade V or Grade VII to come in and go to school 

somewhere else, that sort of a situation and a few other situations• It is 

still going on 0 it is still available 1 that is the important thing, but it 

is not so conunon, not so prev4lent, It is not being used so much because the 

need is not there, as it was a few years ago. 

On motion 04 carried. 

MR. MURPHY: 615-03-03 Films, Ne~ative Stock and Film Strips, there is a 

$15,000 increase this year. Is that education T.V. or just school films? 

MR,-ROWE,-F.W. The increase there is due to replace some of the old stock. 

this stuff wears ou~ and, of course, here ag,iin you have the incremental 

demand, you have "X" number of films in one year or film strips. Then next 

year there are 200 more classrooms than there were the previous year, and 
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everythinr, else increases in proportion. This amount here then is to look 

after ordinary incrernentals and also to replace a considerable amount of 

worn out stock, films and like matter. 

MR. MURPPY: 03 - Radio Education, ~!r. Chairman, could we just have a brief 

remark what this covers, radio education is this the school programmes which 

we hear in the mornings or is that further down? 

MR. ROWF. , F.W: I did not get it -

MR. MURPHY:· Radio education, what programmes (10:15, one in the morning.) 

come under that? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, we have a number of these radio programmes, ~eryone 

I am sure has heard them, even accidentally. That is what that is meant to 

cover. 

HR. MURPHY: On the station with the Premier. 

HR. ROWE, F.W. That one is not covered, I do not think,under that heading. 

MR. MURPHY: I do not think there is much education. 

On motion 03 carried. 

MR. MURPHY: 04 - Delivery costs. this is in the wrong department. 

MR. F.ARLE: 05 - Film Circuit Equipment Subsidy is down $7,000, and yet 

02 is up. It would seem if one were up the other would necessarily be up 

thia year? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, What~is it down? 

MR. EARLE: One is the film circuit equipment subsidy which is down, the 

other is the film, negative stock, which the minister tells us there is more 

required: Why is on~ down and the other up? Comparing 05 with 02, one 

is uo and the other is down. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, this one is a subsidy, this is a twenty-five percent 

subsidy that we gave, I think, two or three years ago,I believe, twenty-five 

percent subsidy acquisition for things like projectors in the schools. Host 

of the schools that are interested in it took advantage of it during the past 

two or three years, so that, the actual number now needing it is less than it 

was,say, two or three years ago. 
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How prevalent is this in schools, f!r. Chairman, may I ask, you 

know, precen tagetfi&e? There is an audio-visual centre down below, but 

I am just speaking about the audio-visual program in itself. Is it mainly in 

high schoolsl Do we have it in elementary schools now, education in fil~ 

showing? 

HR. ROWE: F.H. I would say that it is being utilized just as much now in 

the elementary schools as it was in the high schools. As a matter of fact, 

I was one of the one's I think to pioneer in this work in Newfoundland. We 

made very sure at that time, I am referring back to 1942-43-44, that it was 

introduced and implemented in the elementary and primary grades. as much as 

in the high school grades. I do not think there is any discrimination shown 

at all. 

On motion 05 through 08 carried. 

NR. EARLE: 09-Educational Television, Hr. Chairman, this must be a bit of 

a disappointment to the minister.The vote is exactly the same as last year, 

this educational television programme, I understand it is a growing thing, 

There was some training being done at the university in educational television, 

A few years ago, you will remember,there was quite a conference on this) 

the use of educational television was to be quite stepped up, but apparently 

it has not been. I wonder what has happened, why is it the same this year 

as last year? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Mr. Chairman, I think, I got the gist of the hon. gentleman's 

question. I was trying co do twe things, I should not really have been doing. 

1'hat is/why is it that this vote is not increasing? 

MR. EARLE: Why is it not a growing programme? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. There is a programme on, My hon. friend knows that 1 I am 

sure, Vhy is it not more this year? I really do not know, _ except that we 

were not able to get any more money for it this year. But, it is something 

that is going on all the time and I would hope that it can be increased 

still more in the future. This is a pretty live issue with the Federal 

level too, my hon. friend probably knows. I do nqt think any position has 

been taken in re~pect•of that, My own feeling is that any wide scale use 

of television ought to be, if not Federally inspired, at least Federally 

supported,very strongly. 3059 
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On motion u~ through 11 carried. 

rm. CROSr.IE: Mr. Chairman, where is that Audio-Visual Centre, that is what 

I want to ask? The Audio-Visual Centre that is Atlantic Films or somethinp. 

is it not? 

}!R. CROSBIE: $35,000 for Audio-Visual Centre. 

MR. ROl-!E, F. T·!. Yes. It is down at Atlantic Filr.is. Tenders were called 

for, and Atlantic Films were awarded tenders for that. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, what do they do there, they are teaching teachers 

how to handle audio visual aids, is that it? 

MR. ROHE, F. W. It is in fact a training centre; the use of audio visual 

aids of one kind and another. It is a highly specialized thing, No one 
,,.. 

teacher can simply take hold and make use of it without some background 

training in a variety of ways. It is not merely the mechanical 1and that is 

important, the merely mechanical thing of handling projecters and film 

strips and things of that kind, there are also the techinques which are 

highly developed skill, I must confess I have not had a clance to go 

down since this centre started.and I am not to -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, I know from people who have gone there and the reports 

I get from my people that it is doing an excellent job. Incidentally, I 

forgot to mention we also produced there 1 as well, in addition to being a 

training centre it is also being used to produce educational programmes, 

audio-visual educational programmes. 

~!R. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I believe some years ago, the Atlantic Films 

had a loan, and this payment to the Audio.Visual Centre was being credited 

against an old loan. Has that been paid up? Ras this been credited against 

the loan or is it a straiRht debt? 

MR. ROWE, F.H. I believe a porportion of this - I cannot answer the 

question definitely, but I know it is being paid off. Whether it has been 

paid off completely, I do not think so. It was not here last year when this 

matter was under discussion. My understanding is that some of these payments 
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MR. ROWE. F.W. are actually going towards that,in bits of paper transaction, 

so to speak. 

HR. CHAIR11AN: Shall 616-01 carry? 

HR. MURPHY: 616 - Special Education: Mr. Chairman, if I may - could the 

minister kindly explain,would this be deaf and dumb and things like that? 

MR. ROWE, F.~;. I would be ~lad to,because this is the second year.actually 

it has appeared in our estimates, and it represents a very important step 

forward. It is the division that was set up last year with a view to looking 

after or trying to look after these needs of handicapped children of all 

categories in this Province. Special Education is a term used to designate 

them. I would remind the committee that handicapped children come in all 

forms, al.J types. We are prone to think of them. as being the so-called 

retarded child, a term which frankly I do not like, and which in itself 

can be very deceptive;because. what is a retarded child? 

This is a child who happens to be the poorest student in a class of forty? 

Or is it a child who needs very special attention from a specialized teacher 

or is is a child who is incapable of ever doing anything more than some of 

the simplest functions? 

MR. MURPHY: A kind of slow learner. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. This is it, I mean there are so many categories, so many 

classes. Then again,a child, for example, was born with only one, l saw 

a child the other day who was born without hands. The child is normal in !all 

respects, other than that he was born without hands. Well, ·here is a special 

case. This ie all through special educatioL here, of course, all that number, 

Anyone who has ever gone :1.nto the Janeway Hospital ,to the old Orthopaedic 

Centre.must have seen a number of boys and girls, whom we have, who ar~ 

physically handicapped and who. also require very special education. A 

child crippled by polio, and the child who will never walk as long as he 

lives, a child who is bedridden even, not only will not walk. but will be 

bedridden as lon~ as he lives, what do you do about that child? You do not 

just let the child stay there a vegetable. One time that did happen. It does 

not happen today. I do not think it should happen in any civilized country 

or civilized community. 3061 



May 10, 1971 Tape 567 (afternoon) PK - 7 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Other types of handicapped children,requiring special 

attention are, the blind and the deaf and the dumb, or deaf mute. I 

do not like the term deaf and dmnb, the"deaf-mutes." I think the committee 

JR ~w~re of the fact,for a good many years now, certainly I would think this 

last twenty-five or thirty years,we have assumed complete responsibility for 

the education and trainin8 of all the blind children of Newfoundland. 

Starting back in 1949-50, we started to take on responsibility for all the 

deaf mute children of the Province. Prior to that a couple of children 

have been sent away -

KN. HON. MEl'IBER: Inaudible. 

~m. ROHE, F.W. I say, yes, but it is all under special -

MR. F.ARLE: I do not think so. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Well, I see. But it will, this year it has been - I will 

have to deal with that later. This has been transferred, TraditionalJy 

we carried the vote for the deaf mutes and the blind in the Department of 

whatused to be the Department of Public Welfare1 but the Government decided 

that all of this special education will come under the Department of Education 

and Youth, and so the transfer has been made in the estiamtes here. There is 

an error here. I believe, my hon. colleague will, I think, be drawing our 

attention to this and probably making a motion on it later on in this debate. 

But that is what our dirision of special education comprises. The head 

of it,by the way,is Mr. Clifford Andrew~ 

-;, 
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one of Newfoundland's best-known educators. He, apart from 

having been principal of one our our largest schools for some years and 

was twice, I think, President of the Newfoundland Teachers' Association, has 

also had special training himself, especially experience, in this field. We are 

gradually getting going on this thing. Among other things and probably 

the biggest at the present time, the biggest aspect of special education, is the 

education of the mentally retarded. Starting in September next, we will take 

over complete responsibility for this particular work. That does not mean, 

I mentioned this earlier, that does not mean that we will be taking over the 

responsibi~ity and training of every single mentally handicapped child in 

Newfoundland at this time, Our facilities will not permit us to do that. This 

will be a matter of growth. But we are making a big start on it. That is at 
, 

the Government level, In the Dast our contribution was in a cash grant to the 

Association of Retarded Children,under Mrs. Perlin,and that was helpful and 

useful. It was not enough, It was in consultation with that association 

that the Government decided that the time had come when we should take over 

the responsibility for the actual operation of the schools, the classrooms, the 

teachers and so on. This does not mean,- I hasten to add.that Mrs. Perlin 

expressed her fears on this matter.- this does not mean the end of the association. 

Thia does not mean that the association is no longer needed,anymore than our 

taking over responsibility for blind children meant that there was no need for 

the C. N. I. B. in Newfoundland. The association will continue and will be 

doing compli•ntary work, will be doing auxillary work, supplementary work 

to what the Govemment are doing. I mention that deliberately,at this time, 

because I had hoped that this committee, this House and the Govenunent and 

the people generally will continue to support that very worthy association. 

MR, EARLE: Mr. Chairman, for a year or two there was a special grant given 

to teachers for training in specialist fields of this nature,to deal with retarded 

children, otherwise handicapped _children. I noticl just a straight vote for 

salaries. which is the same this year as last year. Is there not a special 
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grant for training children, training teachers in these particularly 

difficult subjects? What has happened to that? Has it just disappeared? 

MR. ROWE (F. W.) : Yes, I have it confinne~ what I already suspected 

was the case. These grants are still available. They are under our general

teacher grants. A teacher,wanting to go in and get training in specialized 

work of that kind,can apply and get the grant from our teacher-training 

grant,which is under another subhead. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, before it carries, the special education,as 

I understand from what the hon, minister has said, this vote deals only 

with the retarded child. Am I right nn that? 

MR. ROWE (F.W,): Oh, no, 

HR. BICKMAN: Does it also deal with the exceptional child? 

MR. ROWE (F.W,): Yes indeed it does. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well now.this is what I would like to hear the minister 

expand on,as to what provision is being made to assist the exceptional 

child as well as the retarded child, because I believe both need specialized 

assistance from teachers with specialized training. I do believe that this 

is one area, Mr. Chairman, where the minister should insist that there be . 
absolute co-operation,with a view to integration of these schools. These 

schools should not be operated by separate boards, ~ecause I do not think 

we have enough children to warrant separate boards. Maybe in St. John's 

you can have two. But-.,in most arears where, if and when these schools are 

established, surely this is one area where there must be maximum co-operation, 

·. achooh operated by one board or a committee of tvo boards •• 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): You are referring now just to the exceptional •• 

MR. HICKMAN: To both •• 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): To both? 

MR. RICKMAN: To both, the exceptional child and the retarded child. I do not 
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think we would be offending any one if we broke tradition tn this area, in f .. ct 

tradition would be totally inapplicable, The other thing I would like to 

aak the hon. minister, if he wants to respond to these comments, if he would give 

the colllllittee an indication as to whether this vote covers the teachers who 

will be teaching or who are teaching at Exon House? Because again, I understand, 

you have severely handicaps,severelyretarded children there and I would hope 

that regardless of which department operates that institution - I think that 

the hon. Minister of Education must assert his authority there and see to it 

that no teacher geta inside the four walls of that school who is not highly 

qualified and highly specialized. The hon. Minister of Education is the 

one responsible for the education of children at Exon House. , If he is not, 

he should be. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): There are two points raised by the hon. gentleman here and 

I say in all frankness tbat with respect to the exceptional child who has 

exceptional ability, the near genius or the child who bas a special genius in 

one direction, we have no so far been able to do very much, certainly not 

very much formally,except to recognize the existence of the problem. Not too much, 

as my hon. friend must know, I am sure, has been done across Canada in this 

field. But 1 hope that we shall do something about it. In the meantime we do 

have these ( it ia difficult to use words here without being misunderstood.) 

far more serious matters. I can aee that it is a very serious thing to have 

a specially gifted child in a school who is asleep fialf l;he day because he is 

bored too death or••whose special faculties are not being developed, not being 

given an opportunity to d~~elop. Thomas Gray's poem, almost a clicbe" now, 

"Full many a flower is born to blush unseen." 

MR. BICKMAN: Before you go off that point, how does the non-graded schools 

fit in there? 

here? 

The non-graded schools that some experimenting has gone with 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): I frankly do not know what they are doing. I presume it could 

vary from school to school. I do koow that they are experimenting in this field 

of non-graded classes here in St. John's and also in Grand Falls. It may be in 
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other places as well. I do not know what arrangements they are making for 

that. Obviously they must be doing somethina. But if I may just continue 

for a moment on the other point there: Our great effort must be1 for the next 

couple or three years 1to try to meet the needs. to continue to meet the needs 

of our blind and deaf children and increasingly to meet the needs our our 

physically handicapped children of whoa there are quite a number arowd 

Newfoundland who have not been able to ~et an education by reason of their 

disability. We see a few here in the Janeway or the Orthopedic,around 

like thAt, There are a lot of others. As every hon. member must know. there 

are a lot of other children who are seriously deformed or have serious 

physical disabilities,which in some cases prevent their going to an ordinary 

school or prevent their going there without special help. We have to look 

after that ~roblem. Th~t is a critical problem. Of course. the other one, 

the far bigger one is the one,as I said. which is caught under that term, 

''mentally retarded." We have only scratched the surface on th.at in Newfoundland, 

through the association, with some Go'V!mment help. We have a tremendous ~ob 

to do there to. I foresee in the next two or three years 

a request to this HouaP for 111011ey in this field will go up1 perhaps in 

staggering amounts over the next th.ree or four years. There was one other question 

that my hon. friend asked. 

Oh, yes about Exon Houea,- ila things are at the present time 

ve, the Department of Education, do, not have anv responsibility in Exon House, 

Perhaps when we come to that .vote under Social Services and Rehabilitation-

(1 wished they had to keep the old name, Pubic Welfare. I found it much easier 

to remember what the department was). 

MR. RICKMAN: I realize that there ia no financial responsibility. But surely, 

there would be res~onsibility as to the adequacy of the staff. 

MR. ROWE (F. W.): Well I am sure that there is a liaise between them as 

to what deg~ee it is and to what extent the Uepartlllent of Education will be 

asked to ccae into it in a more formal way, this is a matter which actually 
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has not, to my knowledge, been worked out as yet. It is something that 

will be obviously discussed and worked out,as we have done in respect of 

other things like the school for the deaf and the blind children and so on. 

MR. HICKMAN: Before the hon. minister sits down, are teachers in the 

School for the Deaf licenced by your department? 

MR.. ROWE (F,W.): They are. 

JiR, HICKMAN: · They are. Surely the same thing has to apply to Exon House. 

There are not any there. There will be? 

explain, 

I would like for the hon. minister to 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Well I have explained it as much as I know,which is 

that we have, at the present ·.time, no responsibility in respect of 

Exon House. I was not aware that there were any teachers going to be there. 

But if the time comes and there is a need for teachers there, I am sure that 

the matter will be decided on in consultation with the two departments. 

MR. EARLE: Mr, Chairman, on (06), ~here is a very heavy increase from 

$80,000 to $200,000, Is this just for the St, John's School for Retarded 

Children or is it for retarded schools all over the Island? Perhaps the 

minister could inform us how many schools there are and how many schools they 

are taking care of under this vote? 
. 

MR, ROWE (F.W,): Well this again comes back to the policy which was announced 

last year, It was that 1 starting last September,the Government was taking over 

partial responsibility for the costs of the school for retarded childrn -

the schools. There are at the present time seven or eight of these schools, 

one large one here and seven or eight scattered around in strategic parts of the 

ltovince. But,starting this coming September, these schools will be taken 

over completely by the Department of Education. The salaries for all teachers 

will be paid by the Government. In fact, I think we have done that this past 
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year. All other expenses will be borne by the Government. In other 

words1 these schools become part of the general school system of the 

Province and will come under the Department of Education • That is why 

this vote is up from $80,000 to $200,000. As I have said, I a sure 

that in another year or two it will have to be much higher than that. I 

am reminded of th-ll fact that,when we staTted sending away; 

. :, .. . 
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there were two children, two deaf children being sent away by one of 

the service clubs, Kinsmen's Club, I think it was, They found the 

burden became too heavy and they came to us, to the Government. The 

Government agreed to pay costs for these two. The follo~ing year they 

were up five or six, within two or three years every child of school age, 

deaf and dumb,in cile Province was being sent away either to Halifax 

or to Montreal,at full Government expense. This is the sort of thing, 

of course, i-1i1ich obviously is going to happen here. ~o one will be 

happier when that happens than I will, 

MR.CHAIP-l'IAN: Shall 617-01 carry? 

~lR.CROSBIE: 617-01, ~r. Chairman, the Denominational Education Committee 

apparently every vested authority ia to be permitted to borrow money.The 

Bill in the House now, what is that all about1 Why do they need to 

borrow money? 

MR.ROWE: There is a Bill before us I think,Mr. Chairman. I do not know -

I do not think that Bill has had second reading. 

}tR,CROSBIE: Right. No, just introduced. It has not had second reading. 

}tR,ROWE: I was going to explain it fully at that point, perhaps it 

would be better if I waited until that time. 

MR.CHAIR.'1AN: Shall 01 carry? 02-01, · 02-02 - carried. 

MR.CROSBIE: 03 - Royal Trust -

MR.ROWE: All the churches of their own volition decided ,in the interest 

of economy,to set up joint offices in the Royal Trust Building - the new 

big building on W~ter Street there, and we subsidize their rental there. 

MR.CROSBIE: Does the Minister know how many square feet of space is 

being occupied by the Denominational Education Committee in the Royal 

Trust Building and what the yearly rental per square foot is? 

MR.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I do not know that •. All I know is they occupy 

very large space down there. I have been there. It is the whole floor, 

yes, but it is entirely an arrangement between them and the Royal Trust 

Building operator,who would not - 3069 
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MR.CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, the College of Trades and Technology, this 

will be true of Vocational Schools too: Could the Minister just 

explain to the House now, is the new legislation now in effect1Are the 

instructors in the technical college and vocational schools no longer 

civil servants but employees of the corporation
1
that we passed 

legislation last year ,}Ir. Chairman, to establish,? I think it was a 

c~rporation to operate the College of Trades and Technology, I assume 

that is now in effect because of the way the estimates are set up 

here this year. Could the Minister just explain to us how this 

corporation is operating and is it a fact, now, for example, that tLe 

instructors at the College of Trades and Technology would no,longer 

be civil servants but employees·of the Crown Corporation that operates 

the College f Could he also tell us;, I seem to remember hearing in the 

press or somewhere,in the }.ast several weeks, that it has been announced 

that the NGEA had completed negotiating a contract, a working contract 

for employees of the College of Trades and Technology and the Vocational 

Schools..,and that agreement has been reached • Will the Minister give us 

some information on that:are those negotiations finished, bas the new 

collective agreement been accepted• just what is the position on this 

generally now? 

MR.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I am very happy to give that information. I 

think I can give it. The first thing they have to remember (I think 

the hon. gentleman was confusing the two therej is that the Board of 

Governors that wa~ recently set up for the College of Trades and 

Technology, that Board has jurisdiction only over the College not 

over Vocational Schools. Vocational Schools are still under and 7as far 

as I know;will continue to come under the Department of Education. That 

is another way of saying that persons employed in the College of Trades 

are employed now by the Board of Governors,the same as the University 

exactly. Whereas in the Vocational Schools they are still employed by 
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the Department of Education. We have a committee.as a matter of 

fact, of three, I think it is, Ve have a special committee, the Deputy 

Minister is Chairman of it ,for the ernploy:;u.mt of vocational teachers. 

Are they Civil Servants? They are quasi•civil servants. They are not 

civil servants (I am speaking now of the College of Trades) in the 

sense that they are appointed by the Government, '?hey are not appointed 

by the Goverrune :1 t. Government has nothing to do with their appointment 

and k:-iows nc ... hing about it. But they do enjoy certain civil service 

prerogativ~ pensionwise. for example1 they are,and more recently we 

have worked out a system whereby they have normal holidays and so on. 

To that extent they are civil servants but they are also employees 

now of the Board of Governors of the University. 

The other question has to do with the NGl:.A, /1'1y understanding is 

that they are working on an agreement right now, the NGEA working with 

the Government, with my hon. friend,the Minister of Finance.and his 

department on an agreemen~which if it is ratified, (I do not think it 

has been ratified yet) this will be an agreement affecting the wages,. 

salaries of the instructors in the vocational schools of Newfoundland. 

MR..HICIO'..AN: Not the Trades College? 

MR.ROWE: I do not think the Trades College is under this - our feeling 

is that the College of Trades will adopt what is arrived at. This 

agreement I am talking about is between the ~ocational teachers and the 

Treasury Board, tf it is adopted 1I have no doubt but that it will be 

a guide line for the Board of Governors over there. The same '!.'ay as, 

for example: salaries we pay stenographers in the Government services, a 

guide line for the University in their employment of stenographers. 

MR.EARLE:· . . ,.,Mr. Chairman, I wonder would the Hinister tell the House 

if the liaison committee between industry and the Trades College,has it 

ever worked, is it functioning, have they a coll!'llittee set up working 

with trade and industry on this,various courses over there? 

MR.ROWE: I must confess,Mr. ChaiTinan, I do not have - I have heard of 
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such a committee but I do not have any information on it.but I would 

be glad to get some information, if my hon. friend wish me to follow 

it up, but I just do not know;that is the truth -

MR.MURPHY: In view of that last question,Hr. Chairman, we have had 

reports or I h ~e had , that students attend these~ either the College 

of Trades and Technology or other '.'ocationai Eahools,and they are paid 

a certain rate of money. When they have graduated from that and take 

certain jobs,in various other areas of industry,they get paid far less. 

Is this an actual fact or -

MR.HICKMAN: The hon. minister would do all members a great favour if 

he would explain in some detail the difference between the manpower 

training programme, where manpower comes and buys so many seats in a 

particular faculty, than in Trades Coll~ge,wnere other students are going 

normally~ who do not qualify for this., because I am sure every member is 

pestered
0

with letters from constituents saying ''my friends are getting 

'x' number of dollars a week, I have taken the same course and I only 

get half that amount or I do not get any." He has a terrible time 

explaining the difference. jfs friend has been out of school for three 

years and qualifies for a seat bought by manpower. If you could tell 

us a little about it, what you have to do to qualify for a manpower seat 

and the difference between the grants that are paid to a student under 

manpower and those who are under provincial subsidy. 

MR.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I can well appreciate that question or the reason 

behind the asking of that question because we all run into that. I do. 

almost every day of my life. Certainly almost every time I go out to 

my district. Somebody comes to me and says,·well look,John Brown over 

there is getting so and so, Fred Smith is only getting this much: There 

are two schemes. One is our ordinary vocational education, whereby a 

student goes through vocational school or :naybe goes into the college 

of Trades, we give him, that is •.,the Government of Ne1o.1foundland give him 

help almost in the same wa~ as we give the majority of students at the 
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~niversity, we give them help. the only difference is-I think it 

is 100 per cent. I mean we give 100 per cent to those going to our 

technical schools whereas at the University there is a needs test of 

some kind,with a result that fifteen per cent over there do not get any 

help from us. 

It is what we consider a fair amount of help, it is probably as much 

as we - in vie,• of our other commitments and what we are doing in other 

fields,is a s much as the Province can give. 

on through and taking that work on his own. 

This is for a student rioing 

Now, side by side with that 

we have the Government of Canada come along and says;we have people out 

of work, we, the Government of Canada take responsibility for making it 
~' 

possible for those - trying to make it .possible for those people out of 

work to get back to work - many of those out of work are not able to take 

advantage of the opportunities available because they lack the skill, they 

lack the training, they lack the technical education." 

"Now, it would pay us, the Government af .::anada, it would pay us in 

the long run,rather than have to be paying out unemployment insurance, 

welfare,and so on, it would pay us to pay money to get these people 

trained." So, the Government of Canada say to the Government of New-

foundland~'will you train these people for us7 We will pay for their . ,, 
training." Okay, we say; "yes, we will set up a training centre at 

Stephenville or we will do this or that here,around wherever we have 

schools, in some cases where we have no vocational schools." Then the 

Government of Canada itself, says to the twenty-two year old man from 

Badger; "look, okay, you have been out of school now three or four years, 

you are out of work. It is true you have Grade X or you have Grade Xl 

but you cannot do the work.They need somebody down in Churchill Falls 

to do such and such, but you cannot do it. t-.'e will send you to 

Stephenville, or to Happy Valley somewhere ang ~e will pay you an 

allowance while you are there." The Government of Canada say that. 

They pay those allowances and the allo~ances they pay are more generous 
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than the ones we pay, far more. This,of course, creates a certain 

amount of tension. Here you have John Brown,who has come on through, 

and he is getting an allowance from the Government of Newfoundland. But 

here is the other fellow who is on manpower and he is getting a higher 

allowance. The two cases are not similar because -

MR.HICK.~/IN: I realize thet. 

MR.ROWE: They are not similar because the Manpower man has had to be 

out of school for some t!lme, he has been out of work, whereas the other 

may be a regular student continuing on through.He went as far as Grade lX 

academically and then he went over to the Seal Cove Vocational School.He 

is taking his course, The other thing,I do not have it here - it is a 

little involved and I will undertake to get it. I have already mentioned 

it to the Deputy-::inis ter • tfe will see to it that we do get it. I will 

get the scale of allowances, We will have copies made and circulated 

to every member of the House. I did this a couple of years ago,in fac~ 

but it has changed since, I will be glad to do that within the next 

day or two, because everybody,as the hon. member suggested, everybody 

is confronted with this question from time to time. While you cannot 

defend it entirely, the fact is that you have two different systems at 

work and it just happens 1unfortunately, in one respect that you have 

just a position of the Mianpower on the one hand and the provincial 

fellow on the other hand,one,theMa,npower man getting much more than 

the provincial fellow. 

Mr.Chairman, 

But the conditions are different, I will get 
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and make available to all members of the Committee the scales, Manpower and 

our own. 

MR. HICKMAN: Manpower, as I understand it, decides who will enter the 

college. The college simply must take, given the qualifications they just 

simply must take whoever Manpower decides. 

MR. ROWE: Manpower comes to us and says, "Can you take seventeen men? Could 

you take seventeen of our mea in the College of Trades or in the adult centre 

at Stephenville?" We say yes or no or we say we can take twelve or yes, we 

not only can take seventeen, we can take twenty-seven,if you have them, 

In most cases we try to set up, like we are doing with the logging business, 

we try to set up the facilities so that we can take advantage of Manpower, 

Becaus~make no mistake about it.Newfoundland is benefiting enormously from 

this Canada Manpower scheme. People,many of whom would otherwise be on relief 

or doing nothing,are getting training, they are being supported while they 

are training and they are being enabled to go and do work elsewhere. It is 

a fantastically beneficial programme for this Province. It is just unfortunate 

that it does create a little bit of dissension and misunderstanding,through 

no-body's fault in particular. 

I do not think that anyone would argue that ~he Government of 

Newfoundland should try to treat the eighteen year old student we have over 

there in the same way as Canada Manpower is treating somebody who is being 

given - We cannot afford it anyway, I do not think we can. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister inform the House,has there been 

any inter-provincial agreement as to the standard courses and certificates 

awarded? For instance, if a boy takes a course at the College of Trades and 

Technology, is he automatically accepted in Ontario or British Columbia on that 

particular course or is he not? 

MR. ROWF.: The information I have, Mr. Chairman, is that I do not think 

there is any arrangement as between the various technical colleges,whereby 
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one who graduates from here will automatically hold a credit, will be given 

a credit in Br1tish Columbia. I would say in practice it probably works out 

all right that what could happen very well is that a graduate from here,in 

electronics or some form of electronics.gets a certificate but then he decides 

to go to British Columbia to live. He goes to British Columbia and he looks 

around for work and they say, "What can you dot" and he says: "Here is my 

certificate." Well normally here is what would happen, That ~ertificate 

would be examined a~d , in all probability,the prospective employer would 

contact the technical college in Victoria or Vancouver and say, "Look hereJ 

we have a chap here with a certificate from the College of Trades in St. John's, 

what do you know about it? Is this a reputable institution?" The principal 

would say; "Of course we do know, yes. We recognize this school. It is a 

school which has a good standing in the technical world and we think you 

should recognize the validity of that particular certificate." 

Now that is one aspect. There is another aspect of it,which is this 

that the apprenticeship training,(! can only speak in general terms here but 

it is regretable, of course, I do not know but my hon. friend maybe able to 

elaborate on this sometime) under the apprenticeship training these students 

who get their certificates or whatever they are called, when they have 

completea ·_. their apprenticeship training they then have the right, my under-

standing is, to write something at the national level or 

levels as well. 

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible). 

other provincial 

MR. ROWE: Yes, there is a reciprocal. Ibis is the point I was trying to get 

at. 1J.'here is a reciprocal arrangement there,whereby an apprenticeship training 

certificate here is recognized in other Provinces, has credit in other 

Provinces and visa versa. 

MR. HICKMAN: In some Provinces. 

MR. ROWE: Yes. 3076 
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NR. RICKMAN: I heard of a case where a stationery engineer from here was not 

recognized in Toronto but the state of New York picked up his certification 

without any trouble at all. 

Mil. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, before that carries,(07) you said. 620(07) -

Furnishings and Equipment(Capital). In any event,while we are on this 

subject, Mr. Chairman, would the Minister have the figures as to, for 

example,_from this college this year or if he has the figures for the whole 

Province, how many students are going to graduate in what and what reception 

are they going to get in the labour market? I mean,are these figures 

available? For example, one would expect that the technical colleges and 

trade: schools would try to fit the courses they are giving to what skills 
l' 

are going to be needed in this Province or even elsewhere. So are there 

figures available as to how many in the various categories are graduating 

and what their chances are of employment? Because there appears to be an 

awful lot of people graduating from these trade· schools and vocational 

schools who cannot obtain employment or at least they call and tell you that. 

You sometimes wonder whether these courses are suited, I mean,what for example 

is the point in training a ~an in welding,say,if in the Province of Newfound

land this year there a1Enot going to be extra welders required. So would 

there be any figures available on this? 

MR. ROWE: It is a good question, Mr. Chairman, really,and I am very happy 

to be able to give a positiYe reply to it. I have to speak from memory on 

this. First with regard to the nmnbers who will graduate, of course, for 

this year _nobody would know,I presume, not even the president knows yet. 

that graduation does not take place until June.But I suspect it will be 

the largest nmnber in the history of the college.but the actual numbers and 

in what courses they will be graduating we would not have it now. We would 

be able to get it for last year, '?hat is contained in the annual report of 

the college. The other question is this-there w~re three questions and 

number one I have answered. 
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MR. ROWE: 

Number two what percentage? Now the last time I talked with 

Mr. Duggan I was very gratified and I might say surprised to hear him say, 

and it was at some public function, (now the figure varies, For example 

the number of hairdressers who graduate in hairdressing or beauty culture who 

are employed at any given time might be,let us say, seventy per-cent whereas 

the number of welders might be eighty-five per-cent, the number of electricians 

might be ninety-five per-cent and so on, this would vary from time to time and 

from course to course} . the average that he gave me, my recollection is, 

that ninety-one per-cent of those who had graduated the previous year were 

gainfully employed at that moment. They keep pretty careful records over there 

on this thing. 

As a matter of fact, perhaps it is a good a time as any for me to say 

that I have a very high regard for the administration of that College of Trades 

over there •. I think we are very fortunate in having a man of his calibre 

just as I have a high regard for the administration of our vocational school. 

I take no credit for this. 1 was not Minister when Mr. Duggan was appointed 

and I was not Minister when Mr. May was appointed,so I am not boasting. But 

I think we can be gratified, we can be highly gratified at the success of this 

work which is,after alljpioneering work in Newfoundland. Ten years ago we had . 
nothing and now we have this pretty sophisticated set-up here in vocational 

and technical training. 

The other answer is that it is true that at any given time you may 

find yourself training people for whom there is no opportunity at a given 

moment. Now the pattern is that from year to year the administration of the 

college,(what I say of the college applies to the trade schoolsJ adjust 

their courses from time to time. I remember,for example,at one time they had 

a watchmaking course or a watch r~pair course, I do not think there is one in 

Newfoundland right now because there is no need. there is no demand for it 

apparently, 1 do know that some of these courses,from time to time,are 
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MR. ROWE: 

adjusted to meet the special demand. They do not keep on training, keeping 

on a courseJif they graduate twenty-two this year and only three get work in 

that course, there is no point in carrying that same course the next year, 

certainly not to the same extent. They try to vary in accordance with the 

need. 

Now one final point about that, Mr. Chairman, is this, the point has 

been made here, I think the Premier made it some years ago here in this very 

House,and I have made it and others have made it before,that if we have a 

choice between having a student unemployed in Newfoundland and having no 

technical capabilities, no technical training or expertise,and giving that 

same student the technical ability 1even though the opportunity does not exist 

here,but giving him the technical expertise so that he can go to Ontario or 

British Columbia and get a job,then I do not think we have any choice. After 

all an illiterate, if he is an illiterate here in Newfoundland and cannot get 

work,there is no reason why he should remain an illiterate merely because he 

has to go to British Columbia to get a job. I think we have the moral 

responsibility of training our young people so that,if by misfortune, by 

mischance there is no work available for them here that they can get work 

somewhere else, at least they have the ability to get work somewhere else. 

•. · Take it,if any one of the hon. gentleman in this House has a son 

who is twenty-five years of age,are you going to say; well,because there is 

no work here I will not have him go to technical college and take a course, 

when there is work available for him in British Columbia? I have no hesitation 

in saying that if it were my case and I think it is a moral obligation on 

everybody that we have to train them so that,if work is not available here 

at least they can take advantage of work elsewhere. God knows I do not want 

to see a Newfoundlander leaving Newfoundland to get work,no more than anybody 

else does,but I think the moral obligation is the~e. 

However1 the important thing is that the great majority,and there are 
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MR. ROWE: 

fluctuations but the great majority of our graduates from that Coller,e of Trades 

are now working in this Province, gainfully employed. 

!IIR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, could he give us some figures on the numbers of, 

since he has p,iven us the figure that ninety-five per-cent have obtained 

employment, could he give us the figures of where they have obtained employment 

and whether that is in the Province of Newfoundland and where outside? We will 

agree, now everyone will agree that you educate for the purpose of farthering 

an individual whether it is here or whether it is on the outside. But the 

alarming situation that has been occurring in recent years,as the Minister I 

am sure will agree,that we have been losing a disproportionate number of our 
" 

young people to other parts of Canada and the United States, I would like 

to know the statistics of how many graduates from the College of Trades and 

Technology are employed in the Province of Newfoundland and what proportion 

outside? 

MR. ROWE: Well, I do not have it right here but these figures, I think, are 

obtainable and 1 if my hon. friend will put his confidence in me,I will undertake 

to get those figures for him within the next day or two. I am sure I can get 

them. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman,in connection with this whole matter of job 

training, obviously the Government or the Technical College and vocational 

schools have to decide what courses they are going to institute so,therefore~ 

they decide what scales are needed,particularily in this Province. Now where 

do they get the information to base what they are doing on7 I mean how do they 

forecast:>for example,this is 1971, Now it is the two or three year courses 

they offer, where do they get the data fromJto decide that three years time ~e 

are going to_ need in Newfoundland three hundred welders and we may need two 

hundred pressure boiler men or five hundred carpenters or whatever it might be? 

Where do they get that information in the first place? It must be very 

difficult to get. So how do they forecast it? I wonder if the Minister could 
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MR. CROSBIE: 

tell us something on that. That is number one. 

Humber two, could the Minister tell us whether the temporaey addition 

to the Trades College, when we look out this window here we can see certain 

temporary buildings or so~ething being added on to the back of the Trades 

College, are they finished now what are they being used? Is it just for extra 

classroom space or what? I think these were put there by Atlantic Design 

Homes. 

Number two, I wonder whether the Minister realizes, Mr. Chairman, 

that,in connection with special warrants last yearJhis department was the 

greatest offender, that there were thirteen special warrants brought down by 

the Minister's department last year to get additional money that had not been 

voted by this House last year, including two or three for the Technical College~ 

Is there any particular reason for that? Because of all the special warrants 

tabled 1 thirteen are the hon. Ministers and a surprising "number of them have 

to do with the vocational schools and the Technical College. So would the 

Minister care 

-;, 
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MR. CROSBIE: to comment on them, why there was so many and why 

a lot of these expenditures could not have been foreseen? 

MR. ROWE: Three question here -first on the matter of predictions: 

I do not know where the administration of the various institutions 

concerned get all their information but I do know that the basic 

projections they get from Canada Manpower.and Canada Manpower is set 

up to do just that. From time to time the Canada Manpower will come 

to us and say to the Deputy Minister; ''we anticipate that next year 

there is going to be a need for seventy-five specialists of one 

thing or another at Churchill Falls. They_are not available,according 

to our records,in Newfoundland right now. Could you put on a course for 

them?" We take it up with the Principal, the President of the College, 

Mr. May, and the others involved. The result is a course is put on. 

This happens over and over again. 

The second point - on the tnatter of temporary buildings: I 

do not know,there is a critical light on them. I am not sure if it is 

in ten years. ten years I think is the ••• but nobody should tum up 

his nose at these temporary buildings. I recall very well bow these 

temporary buildings on the old Memorial campus on Parade Street, how 

they served the purpose there and tided us over for three or four 

years while we were getting the other •••••• 

They were only quonset buts and they did the trick. There 

it is. I know.personally, my own sons were involved in it there, 

students at the time,and other members' sons, I am sure, were there. 

This is what we are doing right here and now. These temporary 

buildings, they are tiding us over a period here when we have a 

great upsurge in need for technical and vocational training. 

On the matter,! cannot answer generally on the matter of 

those special warrants except to say this , that,during the past year, 
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MR._ ROWE: there were some very,very important Federal developments 

in the field of vocational-technical education and Manpower would 

come along to us and say, "Can you do so and so, can you expand in 

Stephenville, can you expand in her~? How soon can you do it? 

Can you do it within the next six months?" 

Well, when you undertake programmes of that kind 

you are going to have special warrants anyway. You are going to 

need special warrants,and this is one reason why we have had to 

get special warrants in the Department of Education to help us 

carry on our progrannne. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I wonder could the Minister tell us if there 

is co-ordination and agreement between the Vocational College of 

Trades and Technology and the Fisheries College on the question of 

salaries? Are the same rates prevailiny for instructors and so on 

all the way along? Has there been any agreement on this or do they 

each go their own separate ways? 

MR. ROWE: Well,l think my hon. friend knows that both these institutions 

are under separate Boards of Governor~. The Fisheries College· has its 

own Board of Governors now,ever since it was created,and the College 

of Trades was given its Board of Governors this past year. I am not 

aware that there is any formal liaison but I do know that Mr. Duggan 

and Dr. Barrett, the respected Presidents, are in close collaborati011 

all the time. As a matter of fact, they are both on,indeed Mr. Duggan 

is Chairman of our Taek Force, Our Task Force looking into the whole 

business of technical and vocational training in Newfoundland. Mr. 

Duggan is Chairman of it, Mr. May is a member and Dr. Barrett is a 

member of that Task Force. 

This is a group which is examining the whole picture of 

technical and vocational training. I would think that this is a prelude 

to an idea that was mentioned in the Budget Speech~ which we have 
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MR. ROWE: all mentioned before, the idea eventually of setting up a 

technical complex here, an institute of technology comparable perhaps 

to the Ryerson Institute in Toronto but one which would embrace,under 

the one management, if not under the one campus and under the one 

administration,certainly .:i.l under one Senate, all our posts 

secondary technical education in Newfoundland, that would include 

the College of Tra~es, the College of •••••• 

MR. EARLE: Do 

Survey? 

these groups come under the Classification Personnel 

MR. ROWE: I do not think so at this point. No, I do not think so. 

This is not because they have been deliberately omitted. 

It is because,up until now, they have not gone into it. PAD has 

been concerned with, first of all with the main Government Service, 

then it has gone to the non-Government hospitals. ·, I would presume, 

although I do not know, I would presume eventually they will be 

going into these other quasi•Government institutions as well. 

To come back to the other point though, I think we can 

confidentially look forward. I do not think there is any serious 

overlapping or duplication in respect of the two Colleges,of 

Fisheries and Trades. 

MR. EARLE: Is there any conflict? 

MR. ROWE: I would not say that there is any conflict except 

on• that would develop in the sense,in this regard, that one instructor 

there getting $12,000 would see somebody else getting $13,000, T.hat 

sort of a thing could happen but once PAD.has done its work .then1 

obviously, anomalies o'f that kind should be eliminated, and in any 

case we hope. 

As we pointed out here on another occasion, we hope that, 

over the next two or three years certainly,that we will be able to 
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MR. ROWE: develop this great technical complex here 1which will put 

us all under the one, figuratively speaking, all our technical 

education under the one roof. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman. if the next Government implements this 

idea,we doubtless will name one of the wings the'R.owe Wing"or something 

like that, in recognition of your promotion of this idea. 

Well,Mr, Chairman, there was a special warrant obtained 

on January 6, 1971 of $100,in favour of a new subhead,~College 

of Trades and Technology Manpower Training_ Programme:now why was 

that necessary? Was there not Manpower Training Programmes before 

this? Why did the Minister have to start a new subhead and obtain 

$100 by special warrants since the House last met. 

MR. ROWE: Was it $100 or $100,000? 

MR. CROSBIE: No, just $100 1 according to the copy filed here, 

January 26 1 1971. 

MR. ROWE: I , am wondering if that is a misprint. I have a list here 

of special warrants but I do not see one for $100. There is one for 

$100,000. 

MR. CROSBIE: You may have left off the three zeros because that often 

happens in Budget Speeches. 

MR. ROWE: Well, it could happen. 

MR. CROSBIE: I have the copy here,Mr. Chairman, and whether it is 

$100 or $100,000, apparently •••••• 

MR. ROWE: Look, may I say, Mr. Chairman, my hon. friend may be 

entirely correct, it could be. This is only a rough list here, a 

working list, it could be there was a technical one or formal 

one for $100. If so I do not know why, I can only say this that 

if it required.a special subhead,it would be because my colleague, 

in the Department of Finance. or his officials,insisted that we do 

that sort of a thing. You know how they can pester the life out of you 

anyway on these little things. They are like lawyers, always insisting 

30~5 



May 10, 1971 (Afternoon) Tape No. 571 NC - 5 

MR. ROWE: on all kinds of little details. Why they would insist 

that we create this special subhead for $100 I do not know. There 

must be some technical reason. I would be glad to find out,if my 

hon. friend wants to know? 

MR. CROSBIE: The Minister should not forget that he congratulated 

all his colleagues the other night and now he is saying that the 

Minister of Finance is being picayune about that new heading. It 

appears from th~ special warrant as though this were something new. 

Now obviously Manpower Training Programmes have been going on for 

a number of years, have they not1 I mean that is nothing new, 

Manpower Training Programmes at the Trades College. 

There is another one for $185,000 which is essential 

equipment for purposes of various programmes. 

MR.. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, on the point that the hon. Minister has 

just been discussing, I do not want to discourage him at all when 

he talks about establishing a Polytech.here and also some 

new schools that are now being built, ~ut I am afrai~ that as we 

get into the seventies, his problems or the problem of some 

Government and some Minister .of Education will be far more severe 

than we have had to face in the fifties and in the sixties. 

The recent survey of the economy of the Atlantic Provinces 

shows some very relevant figures,that 45.2 per cent of the Newfoundland 

labour force,or the Newfoundland people,are either under fifteen years 

of age or over sixty-five and 44 per cent are under fifteen years of 

age. There are some very significant comments as to the drain this 

is going to impose on post-secondary education in Newfoundland and in 

the Atlantic Provinces during the seventies. 

I do not think we are even close to having the necessary or 

even plans for the required vocational school that we must have in 

Newfoundland during the seventies. There are problems obviously and 
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~- HICKMAN: you cannot run away from them,8ecause of our comparatively 

small labour force, it falls on the burden of the few to provide all the 

social amenities for the 45 per cent who are not working If 

we are going to keep people in Newfoundland, we are obviously going 

to have to come up with a far more sophisticated approach and courses 

that will lead to, and find 110re sophisticated jobs, if we are 

going to keep the Newfoundlanders in the Province. 

1· would just like to Quote one paragraph from this~ 

"The emergence of this age group into the labour force 

could place great strains on the economy during the years ahead. 

The strain has already been felt on the primary and secondary level 

of education but there will be more strain on pre.secondary 

institutions particularly during the first half of the decade of the 

1970's. 

"If jobs are available for these people when they enter 

the labour force.to induce them to remain in the reginnal labour 

force, it could generate a significant upswing in domestic activity~ 

buying new houses, cars, furniture and the other needs of the affluent 

young." 

What a true statement that is, because I do not suppose 

that our youth today, ;.have · ever been so affluent as they are. I do 

not know if it is good or bad, but,whatever it is,it is true. 

It is most important, however,that the right type job be 

available,since many ~f the new labour force entrants now,tn the 

decade ahead 1will be more highly educated than in the past and 

qualified to undertake sophisticated technological oriented tasks. 

The point of all this is, Mr. Speaker, that a lot of 

the courses that during the sixties attracted a great number of 

people, carpenters, auto mechanics, not even heavy equipment, that 

is a bit more technological, waitresses, barbers and that sort of 

thing, that these courses will not suffice and I suspect the demand 
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MR. HICKMAN: for these courses will fall off in proportion to 

the demand for more sophisticated and more expensive courses,if 

we are going to stop the out-migration that people are so 

concerned about. 

Again this is just an interesting figure, Hr. Speaker, 

that the out•m1gration from Newfoundland,during the period 

1956-69,was ·54,000 persons~ Actually New Brunswick suffered more 

than we did. New Brunswick, during the same period, lost ·so,ooo, 

Nova Scotia lost 65,000 but the population difference would make 

theirs a little better and Prince Edward Island apparently had an in• 

migration, which is most suprising. I do not know how they arrived 

at this. 

They said Prince Edward Island was the only Province to 

experience net in-migration during the period. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Federal Civil Servants ••• 

MR. HICKMAN: But just listen to the last sentence 
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MR. HICKr-1AN: • Despite this net in movement,in three years, the Province 

of P.E.I. is esti.Mated to have experienced a net loss of approximately 

9,300 persons.'' I do not know if they all died or what happened, but 

anyway, we did durinr, that period lose 54,000 Newfoundlanders who 

migrated into the labour force, or out of the Province anyway and 

presur,,ably into the labour force of other Provinces. 

I think that the problem has just started now, and that the 

trades school, particularly the vocational schools.,are going to have~ 

n1assive change, a very dramatic change in the courses they are giving ,if 

we are going to serve the purpose intended, namely, of keeping them here. 

I realize that out-migration has to take second place to the hon. minister's 

time. 

Motion, clauses 621-01 through 621-10 carried. 

~- CROSBIE: l-l'r. Chairman,(11). what is this? What is this womens' 

institute? 

?T .. ROWE: Number (11) Mr. Chairman, is the (it is a little bit 

confusing there) that is the up-to-date title of what was once knows as 

the Jubilee Guild of Newfoundland. 

Motion, 621-11 carried. 

MR. CHAIR?-'AN : Shall 62:;t>2):0l carry? 

}!ll. CROSBIE: What are you on now Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIRl-'AN: 622{)2}01 

MR. CROSBIE: Oh this is Memorial University, yes. Mr. Chairman, on 

this vote here there are several questions. Would the minister tell us 

first, the vote for Memorial University grants,as drawn up this year, 

$3,350,000. roughly. Last year the minister explained that a formula 

had been agreed upon. The formula was so many dollars per student. I 

cannot remember the exact formula. 

MR. ROWE: $2 thousand. 

MR. CROSilIE: $2 thousand, is this grant now based on that same formula? 

I-!R. ROWE: Yes, yes. 
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NR. CROSBIE: Well, could I ask the minister ••• 

HR. RDWE: Perhaps I should say it is $2 thousand per student, and 

per student equivelant. For example, if the university has eight 

students there who spend half a year each there, then that would be 

four students a year. They would get $2 thousand a year for four students. 

MR. HICKNAN: The formula is the same, but do you anticipate an increase 

in the nu~ber of students this year? 

I!R. RDWE: Yes, oh yes. 

}IB.. CROSBIE: Last year Mr. Chairman, we in the Rouse here, the estimates 

contained an amount of $9, 827,000. That is what the House voted last 

year. The revised estimates show an a!'lount of $12,358,000. In other words, 

the amount spent actually went up $2.5 million. Hait now, I am sorry,that 

is the year before. It was $11.5 million and it went up to $12,358,000. 

That presumably would be caused because more people registered than had 

been anticipated. 

}1.R. ROWE: Yes. 

MR. CROSBIE: Would the minister tell us what is the - of course,this 

vote here is partly for operations in two years. It will be the last 

part of Memorial' s year., this year. 

I!R.. ROWE: It is a twelve month vote. 

MR. CROSBIE: For twelve montHs, but it does not exactly correspond 

with Memorial's twelve months does it? 

MR. ROWE: No. 

HR. CROSBIE: They are two different twelve month periods. What 

enrollment does Memorial anticipate for next year? For the year coming 

up in Spetember? 

NR. ROWE: I am sure that the cOl!Ullittee will appreciate that the 

university administration are dealing with an imponderable1 in January, 

say, when they are trying to figure out how many students they are going 

to have the following September. Indeed, it is worse than that, because, 

they make up their budget usually in Noveinber,and give it to us in 
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November, and that budget has to deal with an academic year which then 

will begin the following September. It is very difficult. This is why we 

do not hold the university to it. We did not last year,in fairness to 

them. They did not know exactly how ir.any students they were going to have. 

We said," we will give you $11. 5 million~·! think it was, which would be 

S,500 full-time students, 5,500 full-t1me students or student equivalent. 

That does not mean to say that they would have only 5,500 bodies registered 

there, They mig,1t have 6,700 bodies, but that is how it would work out. 

We did give them a t110ral commitment, a moral undertaking. 

We said;" we appreciate you cannot say how many are going to be there, and 

we do not want you turning away students at short notice. We will consider." 

We did consider, and we lived up to our - there was no legal COllll!liment 

there, but we lived up to our moral COl!lmitment and gave the university that. 

Here,again this year, they do not know how many students they are going to 

have next September, not exactly. We are saying to them," we will give yoµ 

$2 thousand for every student or full-ti.me student equivalent,that you have 

at the university. This -.rould work out at roughly .-7,800 full-time students. 

I suspect that what they are likely to have is something like 9,000 bodies 

which will work out to 7,800 or maybe 8,000 full-time student equivalents. 

It is an imponderable. You are dealing with something that 

is a year away from you, in most cases. This is their rough estimate, It 

is not our estimate, it is the university's est1mate of how many full-time 

students or equivalents they will have in September. All you need to do is 

divide two thousand into that to get the number of full-time students and 

student equivalent. It might very well be varied up or down. If it were 

down of course, we would make the readjustment in our favour. If it were up 

naturally we would have to make S0111e readjustment in the university's favour. 

~- HICrlfAN: This $2 thousand per student is included in the $15 million 

adninistrative costs, extension departr.lent, and all ••• 

HR. ROWE: It includes everything except capital works. 
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MR. HIClG"AN: 

'Hll. ROHI:: 

The total cost of running the university. 

That is right. Everything except capital works. 

ti! ft..Ji.'k,r1,. 

MR. EARLE: t-1r. Chairman, this formula of $2 thousand per student, does 

this eliminate or dispose of the need of the university presenting the 

Government with a budget, or is it given on the basis of $2 thousand per 

student, or is a budget submitted to the Treasury Board or to the 

Department of Finance for examination? 

MR. ROWE: ·Yes. 

NR. EARLE: This is gone over item by item? 

?-lR. ROWE; Yes, yes. Well no, we are not asked to approve the university's 

budget to the last postage stamp or anything of that kind. Otherwise, I 

do not think you would get any Board of Regents or any Senate willing to 

operate in this day and age under those conditions. 

MR. SH.ALLWOOD: (J.R.): It is done. 

MR. ROWE: It is done yes, the Premier reminds me it is done. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: It is done in Canada. 

MR. ROWE: It is done I think in respect of at least two other Provinces. 

I do not think they actually interfer with it. It is a sort of formality. 

The point is, they do submit a budget to us,which is examined by the 

Treasury Board and by my hon. friend the Minister of Finance. Following 

long discussions and negotiations; this formula of $2 thousand was arrived 

at and it is apparently going to work out very well as things are. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, the . minister himself,as Minister of Education, 

is responsible. At least, Memorial University reports through him to the 

Government or to the House of Assembly. Now, the minister 1himself,surely 

must see rteraorial University's budiet. For example, suppose that the 

Board of Regents are negotiating with the faculty ••• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: TI1e answer is, he does not. No one in the Government sees 

it. 

MR. CROSBIE: Well this sounds pretty ••• 

:r-m. SHALLWOOD: No one. 
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MR. CROSBIE: That is too foolish for words. The Government is not 

going to blindly ask the House to vote money for Memorial without 

satisfying themselves that it is being properly spent. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: We do not get their budget. We never did. 

~!R. CROSBIE: Well there was one year ••• 

?-IR. Sl1ALLWOOD: We get a broad outline and that is all. 

l1R. CROSBIE: Two years ago the Government certainly got their budget and 

the Premier was going to table it in the House. The Premier agreed that 

we would get it and there was quite a debate on it. If the Board of 

Regents of the university .is negotiating with faculty about wage increases, 

salary increases, surely they are going to have to consult :with the 

Government as to whether they can get sufficient from the Government to 

cover wage increases and the like. I mean, the $2 thousand per student 

formula is not going to last forever, you have inflation and the rest of 

it. If the operating costs of the university go up, if they give a ten 

or twenty percent increase in wages to the faculty and the rest of it, 

the Government would next year have to find more than the $2 thousand per 

student. Surely they must deal with the Government or ask the Government 

for permission or consent, or give the Govenmient some information before 

they agree. 

If the university comes to the Government next year and 
,, 

says the $2 thousand per student is not enough,we just had.to give a 

fifteen percent increase to all our staff, . we must now have $2,500. per 

student," surely the Government just doe.s not give that and say, "well boys, 

I 'suppose you have done your best. After all, you are a university and we 

will have to pass it over to you. We will give you another five or six 

million that is what you need. All right Lord Taylor, we are not going 

to question you. You are a man of great acumen. We have great faith 

so we will pass over another $5 million." That cannot be the case. It is 

not the case in Ontario. It is not the case in other Provinces, and I do 

not think it is the case here. How is this matter regulated? The minister 
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must surely be contacted by Memorial before they enter into situations 

where they are going to have to spend a lot more money. Would the minister 

just give us a few words on that? 

~!R. ROWE: There is nothing the minister can say about it, other than 

what I have already said, namely, that as far as the Government is concerned, 

for the running of the university the university has $2 thousand per 

student or student equivalent, full-time student equivalent to work on. 

That is what it has. What it will be in three years time I do not know. 

That is not what it is in some other Provinces. Some other Provinces have 

different rates. That is what our university has for the cominr: year. 

What they decide to do with their staff or faculty, with that grant of 

nearly $16 million is their business. We do not know anything about it 

at all. What they decide to pay assistant professots Ol' what thev decide to 

pay the dean is their business and we do not interfere. We are not going 

to interfere, at least 1 I cannot presume for the whole Government on this 

indifinitely. I doubt very much that :any Government is going to be 

interfering . to the point that it is going to say to this university, "you 

shall pay your associate professors $14 thousand. You shall pay your full 

professor $17 thousand. Your shall pay your deans $19 thousand." I do 

not think that is being done at that point. 

There is no point 1n having a Senate or a Board of Regents 

or anything else1 you would just have to have another department of 

Government. Nobody is going to recommend that,I would think. 

The other point is this: This figure of $2 thousand was 

worked out after a long series of discussions and negotiations. Nobody 

is naiv~ enough to think that the university would not be glad to get $2,300. 

per student. Is there any university that would not take more money if they 

could get it? We have decided on $2 thousand and that is that. How the 

university spends that $16 million is entirely its own business. 

MR. HIClO!AN: I agree that the committee must accept the statement of the 

minister that how the university spends the money iii their business and, 
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presU111ably,nob~dy elses, Sut, in the negotiations leadin~ up to the $2 

thousand per student, it seems to me that there would have to be some 

fairly detailed infomation furnished by the university to Government or 

to the Treasury Board., because, the cost varies in the course of the 

programme. For instance, it costs a great deal more to educate a medical 

student or an engineerinr student than it does a straight arts student, 

quite a bit more. Memorial now is shifting into the field of 

professiona; education,as far as engineers and doctors are concerned. We 

hear of post-graduate courses that are about to be irnplemented,and all 

very desirable. 

All of this reflects in the per-student costs. Surely, the 

Treasury Board or the Government is told what the rationale is behind,say, 

a greater emphasis on the professional schools and on the undergraduate 

work. If they do not do that, then how does the minister come to the 

conclusion that $2 thousand per student is fair, unless he knows something 

about the details? In comparison, Dalhousie gets $2,300. and U.N.B. $2,500., 

Toronto $3,200. that may be a bit of information that is nice to have in the 

back of your mind, but it does not answer the question whether or not $2 

thousand is reasonable. I find it difficult to believe that during the 

negotiations 
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HR. IIICJO,!.AN: The Government were not told this information, Otherwise 

how could you arrive at the adequacy of the $2,000 per student, without knowin~ 

what is going, on in the University and without knowing some of the courses 

and where the emphasis is now being placed. 

HR. CROSBIK·: Before the minister answers that, it is all on the same subject, 

Mr, Chairman, it is implicit in the Budget Speech, as the minister will 

remember, page 27 of the Budget Speech, the Government or the hon. the 

Premier discussed the need for a polytechnical institute, the need for this 

new institute, and he went on, on page 27, to say,"but, Sir, where is the 

money to come from to do it? Cau we,in fact, spend on the expansion of 

the University the vast sums that appear to be needed and also ans at the 

same time proceed to the building of this great polytechnical institute? ~ 

The answer would appear to be a positive ''no,,.. Some adjustment is going to 

be needed. Some compromise is unavoidable. In other words, and it goes on 

to say that_, "I suggest to this House that this is one of the greatest matters 

we face and settled by this Province." 

Now implicit in that, Hr. Chairman, is a fact that at some point the 

Government have to say, if thecPremier's words are borne out, the Government 

have to say to the University, "no." No, no, you cannot go any further. 

We are going to concentrate on the polytechnical institute for the next 

four or five years. You have got to slow down." The Government are not 

just in a position where"the tail wags the dog." After all, Mr. Chairman, 

the University is the tail not the dog. The University is not going to 

wag the Government. If there is any wagging to be done, the Government have 

to wag the University, .andnot the other way around. 

It is implicit in the nudget Speech that the Government have to decide 

these issues,which obviously it has to • Public funds,that we are voting 

here for the University or we will be asked to vote in later years for the 

polytechnical institute,and if it is not sufficient for both, decisions have 

to be made. Now it is silly for the minister to prete~d that he does not 

have information from the University to satisfy himself what they ask for 

is all needed, and that the Government have no influence over it. It is 

silly to sur,gest that. 
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MR. CROSBIE: When the minister is answering that general point, he may also 

answer this: what is the position of the Junior Colleges that everyone agrees 

that it is a necessity now, it is a neccesity now in University education 

for us to have at least a junior college on the West Coast and a junior 

college in Central Newfoundland? 

MR. HICK.MM:: Gander. 

HR. CROSBIE: G,:mder or Grand Falls, somewhere in Central Newfoundland and 

Stephenville or Corner Brook are the two areas suggested for the West 

Coast. There is no money in the estimates this year for that purpose. Has 

the minister negotiated with }femorial University has to the commencement of 

a Junior College Programme? And when is that likely to occur? Because if 

that is left to the University, there will never be a Junior College. There 

will not be one on the West Coast or Central Newfoundland, if it is left to 

the University. The University is going to need all the money it can get 

· for its own purposes on the campus here in St. John's. It is not going to 

endanger its request for more funds for this ana that on the main campus, 

by asking also for monies for Junior Colleges on the West Coast and 

Central Newfoundland. Those are only going to come, Mr. Chairman, if the 

Government faces a matter of policy, it wants Junior Colleges and it wants 

them in a certain perio<l.of time and at those locations. 

So has the minister carried out any negotiations on that subject with 

Memorial University? Just where do these junior colleges stand now? 

MR. MARSHALL: It seems to me somewhat inconceivable that an amount of 

$15,700,000 is to be granted without there being some inquiry and an 

inquiry of greater depth than the minister indicated. Now, I understand 

that the po~ltion is the budp.et is presented to the Treasury Board, is this 

the situation? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: No, we do not present their budget. We give a rough outline 

of it, and no more. 

MR. MARSHALL: It would appear to me 

MR. S~ALLWOOD: Roughly in history they did,and we insisited~on it, that we 

did it secretly, so that we would not and could not table it in the House. 

3097 



May 10, 1971 Tape 5 ·;3 (afternoon) PK - 3 

MR. MARSHALL: This is a point that certainly needs r" ._ .. 1oo1·ed at again 

and again, if necessary. It would appear to me that where you have a state 

run qniversity, where you have a single university in the university itself 

entwined with our economic and social future that there must be some degree 

of involvement of the Government with the University as such. Now I will 

give you a hypothetical example illustrated in the ridiculous. Surely, 

if the Board of Regents of Memorial or the President of Hemorial decided that 

they were going to go on a pror,rarnme of investigating and teaching and 

researching ancient sandscript and nothing else. This Government would 

obviously have to step in and say that in this Province, we have one 

University. We have to supply teachers for our schools, there has to be 

an education facility. We have to have an eny.ineering facility etc. I 

think, really that is the line of demarcation. How actually the academics 

teach their courses is their business and no Government should interfer 

with it. Otherwise, we would get to the stage of - like they do in China, 

and other cotm11unistic co\llltries where Mao's th~ories etc. are taught. This 

is not a good situation, you cannot get the Government involved in the 

actual manner and mode of academic training. But when it comes to the 

final result of what we want in this Province, what we expect to get from 

the University certainty the elected representives of the people of 

Newfoundland, the people themselves should be able to determine what they want 

from the University. What the end result should be. 

This is my feeling, my feeling is that by adopting this attitude, this 

really is the attitude it is allowing the University to be somewhat of a 

sacred cow. Certainl7 one has to recognize the fact that Government cannot 

interfer with academic freedom. But, it is a different thing altogether for 

a Government with its one state own University, which it supports completely 

to turn a blind eye and say, ''we will not inquire in any event, in any 

manner or in any means how the millions of dollars which we are spending 

on the University will be so expended." 

So to that extent I would think that certainly there should be some 

progra111me or some liaison between the University and the Government in the 

economic and educational development of this Province, and social development 

3098 



Nay 10, 1971 Tape ~ j - .. .- (afternoon) PK - 4 

MR. MARSHALL: of this Province where there is a proper liaison and the 

Government does have some say as to what the final result may be, 

MR. EARLF.: Hr. Chainnan, I am sorry I was out just now, I missed part of 

the discussion but, I wonder if any question was asked on the matter of 

capital expenditure? When I left the minister was just saying that the 

University had pretty much of a free hand after they were voted $2,000 a 

student. In the case of capital expenditure on new construction and so 

on, where does the pressure come from? For instance, we had a lot of 

discussion about the engineering building and the additions to the science 

building and there seems to be some doubt in some people's minds that this 

building did not cost more than it should have for the simple reason there 

was a great deal of pressure put on to have it finished. Now is that the 

University putting on the pressure, or is it the Government or where does it 

come from? 

MR. ROWE, F1W. Mr. Chairman, That is entirely another heading, we are under 

02, I think probably -

MR. EARLE: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I thought we were ~enerally on the 

University. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. We are under 02. I think we would be wise to stick to it, 

and when we come to the next one, 

MR. EARLE: Well, we will wait until we get to it. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Mr. Chairman, just a couple of brief comments here. I am 

afraid some of the hon. gentleman are inclined to see. into what I say or 

understand in what I said, something that I neither said nor implied, nor 

intented to imply. Of course, the Government controls the university in the 

final analysis, the Government decided we would put a University there. Does 

my hon, friend think that that great teachers' building over there, the 

teacher training building, that is essentially what it is, the Education and 

Arts Building is devoted primarly to the training of teachers. Does my hon. 

friend think that is an accident or that is not a part of Government policy? 

Of course, it is Government policy that we have that ~reat segment of the 

University over there training hundreds of teachers every year, because they 
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MR..:._B.~HE, F.W. need the teachers. That is why only a few years ago, we 

had fewer than half of our teachers have ever been .to University~today ninety 

percent of all the teachers in Newfoundland and 'ie have twice as many as 

we had twenty years ago, have all been to University. I would say that within 

the next three years, I would predict that ninety-nine percent of our 

teachers will have been at Uniw~rsity. This is a part of Government's 

policy. 

It is the Government who decides in the final analysis ,-hether or not 

there will be a medical school at University. And, incidentally, on that 

on the medical school there are questions asked by the hon. member for St. 

John's West who is not here right now, but he can probably hear my voice. 

I am sorry, the hon. the member for Burin, I think, raised it too. The 

medical school carries separately in these estimates under the Department of 

Health. 

MR. HICKMAN: But just engineering? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes. The medical school is deliberately being kept in the 

Department of Health, it has been ever since the idea was mooted and will 

stay there at least for this year. 

Now one other point, the hon. ther.member for Burin made a pretty good 

point, one that is well known, that is that, the cost of student will vary 

from faculty to faculty. A medical student obviously cost much more than 

say even in a law student. And a law student in turn will cost much more 

normally than say a general arts student. There classes are smaller, you 

have probably a higher degree of specialization, and in any case, it is a 

graduate school and so on. 

So far our $2,000 a year is less than, for example, is the Dalhousie 

subsidy. But Dalhousie you hava a disproportioned number of specialized 

schools, as compared with Newfoundland. We have very few here,as yet. We 

will have more as time.goes on. The great bulk of our student population 

today, I do not know what the percentage is yet, but the great bulk is 

comprised of straight teachers in traini.ng. I would say possibly at any given 
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MR. ROWE, F.W. moment nearly half of the students over there at that University 

are teachers, were teachers and will be teachers at any given mom~nt. So I 

say the bulk of our students are teachers and general arts and science students. 

Possibly we have the highest ratio of arts and science students in all Canada, 

of the big Universities. 

?-fR... HICI(}¼N: That is because we have no aormal college. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Wt.11, yes, we do not have any separate normal college, as we 

had at one time. And, also, because of course, our University is relatively 

new and we have not had the time to develop the specialized schools, let us 

say as Dalhousie has had. Dalhousie is a very good example for comparison. 

The cheapest, there again I use the word now not in any derogatory sense, but 

the cheapest student to train at the University is your teacher or your general 

arts and science student. 

Therefore, our $2,000 per student cannot be looked at in the same way as 

you would look at whatever the Nova Scotia Government is paying to Dalhousie 

or for that matter even whatever U,N.R. the New Brunswick Government is paying 

to U.N.B. U.N.B. is som~what higher, my recollection is $2400, I think, 

$2300 or $2400 at U.N.B. But, again U.N.B. is an older university and it has 

more, you have the school of forestry there, you have the law school there, 

and you have several other of these graduate schools. 

MR. HICI(}fAN: Mr. Chairman, have you any idea how we compare_ with Acadian 

Mount Allison, St. Xavier which are very comparable to Memorial? 

~m.. ROWE, F.W. I do not know, I would again stress this point, we did have 

these figures. When our Treasury Board, the Department of Finance, were 

negotiatinz - I want the committee to understand, Mr. Chairman, the impression 

was given here, I do· not it was meant just now, the impression was riven that 

somehow or other the Government of Newfoundland went along to the University 

and said, "here is $2,000 a student, take it or . leave it. " That did not 

happen. There were weeks and months of discussion going on. There was a 

sub-co11U11ittee of Cabinet have met on a numher of occasions with the University, 

then Treasury Board itself met repeatedly with a team. There was a committee. 

MR. ?fURPHY: A standing committee. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. A standing committee actually, a standing committee. You 
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MR. ROWE, F.W. will probably know the names of the men on that committee. 

AN HON. MErnER: Inuadible. 

MR. ROl-!E , F.W. Dean Morgan is on it or Vice-President Morgan is on it 

and the financial man, 

AN HON. !-'E-IBER: Selby. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Sebly the financial man, and somebody else. And Professor 

Noel, the brother of our Deputy Speaker here. They are the University people 

on that ne~otiating team, this went on for months. Finally, among other 

things -

MR. JONES: The Deputy Minister of Education. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, well I am speaking of the University representives. 

Finally, this is what was arrived at, and when we arrived at that the University 

did not come to us and lodge a bitter protest. They were, I think, reasonably 

satisfied. Certainly the :impression that they gave me was in conversation 

with the President and the Vice-President afterwards, that they were reasonably 

satisfied with this formula, as it exist at this moment. We give them the 

$2,000 per student. They are nmning a great University over there. The 

point I wanted to make was not that the Government have no concern or no 

influence, of course, we do. The hon. the member for St. John's East made 

a point, I think, should be commented on. He said, if the University decided, 

he took an extreme case, I know h~ did it deliberately, if the University 

decided that they were going to spend all their money on teaching sandscript 

over there, would not the Government step in? 

Well, to start of with I must remind the committee, surely I should not 

have to do it, that we do have a Board of Regions b6 the University. Twenty

four of some of the most prominent and best known and most successful 
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over all I suppose and you would have a job to get twenty-four men who 

are more highly regarded in Newfoundland than that Board of Regents. 

Surely goodness we must give them the credit for having some co111D10n

sense. They decide what the professor will get and they decide whether 

or not there will be an additional course in sociology put in there, they, 

in conjunction with the senate. Then again we have a senate at the University. 

That senate is made up of highly responsible individuals from all walks of life. 

It ia not confined to a few people living in an ivory tower at the University. 

Are you not a member of the senate? You were. Yes, the Deputy Minister of 

Education ex-officio as a member of the senate. There are others as well. 

You have these two bodies. After all we must give them some credit for having 

some c011111on sense too • They are not going to be a part)' to any kind of 

long-term foolery or frippery that we will see millions and millions of dollars 

just fooled away atanything that some professor in an ivory tower might 

dream up. I do not think that. In any case the Government do have the right 

to step in,in the final analyais,by saying to the University. if we wanted 

to come next year, we could say that we are not happy with what is being 

done over there. We think you are wasting some of that money and that being 
. 

so, we will cut you down to the $1,500 per pupil. We could do that. Governments 

have done that. On the other hand. if we followed the normal course what would 

happen is that,as the University becomesmore sophisticated. they put in more 

and more graduate schools and ao on, they will come along to us and say; 

''well1 look here, we think the time baa come now,t,ecause of escalation of living 

coats and this and that,that you should give ua $2,200 per pupil - per student.~ 

In the normal course of events, something of that kind will happen. But I do not 

forsee - I do not anticipate that the University - we all can think up some 

incident in the University,just as we can think of something in respect of public 

welfare, some notorious case where somebody got away with something or,you know,an 
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unemployment insurance, where somebody was drawing unemployment iasurance 

for three years and working full-time all the time that he was getting it. 

We can all think of these cases. But, in general, I think we can remain 

reaaonably satisfied that the money, the public money that is going into that 

University,is being extremely well-spent. 

Mil. CROSBIE: . I do not think the minister has dealt with this question of 

junior colleges, has he? 

_MR. ROWE (F.W.): Pardon. 

MR. CROSBIE: I asked the minister about junior colleges. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): I have no comment to make on that at this time, Mr. 

Chairman. 

MR. CROSBIE: Well now just a minute,Mr, Chairman, just a minute here. 

The hon. minister should .have a few comnents to make on that. There is 

$15.7 million being voted in the estimates for Memorial University. It is 

a public issue of the dav,of considerable importance,as to whether there are 

going to be junior colleges, As 1 see junior colleges, that is to train 

students with say the first two years of University work at a junior college 

and arts and whatever it is. It is being discussed, It was recoD1D1ended 

in the Warren Report,which,as the Premier pointed our earlier today or 

Fridav,was handed to the Government in the fall of 1967, that the Government 

establish junior colleges in this Province, particularly on the West CoAst 

and in Central Newfoundland. As I said a few minutes ago, if the Government 

do not take the initiative in it, you can depend _upon it that the University 

is not goinR to. The University has a great north campus,on the north side of 

Confederation Parkway. They have great plans for that campus. They want their 

enaineering school. They want various other schools. They want the expansion 

of schools and so on. the University is not going to initiate junior colleges. 

So what we would like to know isjwhat is the Government's policy on the . 

establishment of junior colleges? Are the Government pressing the University to 

agree to a junior college in Central Newfoundland and one on the West Coast? If 

so, what is th- target date for the Government or is this to be kept now for the 
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electionl At some point ,late in the election, we will hear a dramatic 

announcement over in Stephenville or Comer Brook or Grand Falls or Gander, 

wherever the Govemment are most worried or perhaps at all four, if there 

are goin~ to be four junior colleges. That is probably what will happen -

worried about all four seats. There will be four junior colleges promised. 

Can we just have a little sensible answer from the minister,•at what stage 

has he gotten with his planning for junior colleges? Is there one being planned 

perhaps to commence next year or the year after and if so where, on the West Coast 

or Central Newfoundland? Where is the demand greatest? Is it being discussed 

with the University? Is the University amenable to suggestions or has Lord Taylor 

vetoed it2 Perhaps Lord Taylor has said, no. Perhaps he bas said that.if 

you want a junior college, there will be no Lord Taylor. The Government are 

so shaken by that that it does not want to proceed with the junior colleges. 

Is this the position? There is something wrong here,Mr. Chairman, There 

was going to be a school of law at one ti~. But I am glad - well that comes 

later on. 

so.quite seriously, Mr. Chainian, the minister shou\d now tell us 

just where ase the Government in the planning for junior colleges or have tbey 

dropped the suggestion1 It is not good enough for the minister to say 

that we do not want to deal with it now. We all know that there is an election 

this year. This is the time that it should be dealt with. if the Government 

have a serious programme for that purpose. 

MR.. ROWE (F.W.): That is the undertaking? 

_MR. COLLINS: I raised the matter of junior colleges when we started the 

debte on this particular department. It was my understanding then that the 

mi~ister did not make a comnent at that time but preferred to wait until 

we reached the appropriate item in the estimates. 

_MR. CROSBIE: We are there now. 

MR. ROWE {F.W.): Mr. Chainian, I am afraid that my hon. friend must have 

misunderstood me. I have no recollection at all of indicating that I would be 

making a statement, would be coamenting on this matter at some other time. I do not 
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even recall his - I think he did in the course of one of his speeches. I think 

the Address in Reply - okay, yes, but I have no recollection that I at that 

time said that I would be making any statement. I am sure I did not say it 

because I have no intention of making any statement • I have nothing to add 

to what I have said. There is nothing in these estimates at all. 

_MR. CROSBIE: The minister has not said anything. It is not a question of the 

minister not adding to what he said, because the minister has not said 

a word. There has not been a peep. There has not bean a murmur, a squeak, 

not half a syllable from the minister on junior colleges. We want some 

information. What is the Government's policy on junior colleges? Now 

we know that there will be a policy· b.?fore the election is here. If ;;the 

Government have a policy, let us have a policy. What is the position on 

junior colleges? What has Memorial University done? Have they accepted 

the idea or have they said\ no you are not going to have them for another 

five years? This is extremely important. It is too important to be left 

to the minister to have a meeting in Grand Falls - a recreation meeting 

in Grand Falla, people came 'from all over the Province. Grants were announced 

and the rest of it., none of them given for four years. We see it in the 

paper now, the new policy. Are we to wait until August or early September 

and the minister will have another conference in Grand falls, call the 

junior college conference and he will announce the lashing out of funds for 

junior colleges in ha~f of the communities on the Island? Can we have some 

serious expression of Government policy now? la it the Government's policy 

to have junior colleges? We know that the hon. minister is quite 

voluble~ quite ready to outline plans. He has always been one of the 

greatest spenders in Government service. In fact he was warmly congratualted 

the other night for being the biggest spender. All the ministers congratualted 

him and he congratulated th•. So what about something on the junior colleges~ 
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MR. ROWE (F.W.): Mr. Chairman, I have something to add to what I did say 

and what I did say was that I had no co111111ent to make. I have nothi~g to 

add to that at all except to say; I point out again that there is nothing 

in these estimates that has any reference to junior colleges or whatever 

you want to call them. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, the minister raised an interesting observation 

connected with the appointment to the Board of Regents. I should just like 

to ask the minister how are these gentlemen appointed? Are they selected 

outright by the Government or is it done in consultation with the University 

or how are people selected? I seem to recall that after the last great Liberal 

Con~ention, thl!re were . a couple of very prominent figures in that who later 

came on the Board of Regents at the University. But is the first qualification 

that you must be a loyal Liberal or is there some other qualification that 

a · man has to have to be on the Board of Regents? 

MR. CROSBIE: It is changed now. John Murphy is still on the board. 

MR. HICKMAN: John Murphy is still on the board? That is news. 

MR. ROWE (F,W.): I do not know whether the hon. gentlemen is asking this 

for his own information or for the information of the House. Surely, he must 

know how members are appointed to the Board of Regents. He was in the 

Government seveir.al years. He must have made recommendations. The appointments 

are made on the recommendation of the hon. Minister of Education. That is how 

they are made. They are made on the recommendation of the hon. Minister of 

Education. Now the last list that was made - I think they were all re-appointments, 

everyone, without exception, There were seven I think whose tenn had expired, 

seven of them. It included a man whose name was mentioned a moment ago, Mr. 

John Murphy. I think it included Dr. Roberts. I think it included Mr. Lewis Ayre. 

lt think it included Mr, Gordon Winters, the Chairman. It included three or 

four others. I recommended to my colleagues. It was as simple as that. I 

Tecommended to mv colleagues that these •even gentlemen OT whatever then were 

had served the Univetsity well for a three year period and that they be re-appointed. 
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MR. ROWE (F.W.): 

My colleagues agreed and they accepted my recommendation and they were 

re-appointed. rrior to that there were a number of others appointed. A 

lady from Grand Falls was appointed. Somebody from Gander or Corner Brook 

was appointed. The lady from Grand Falls_ (I can say here now )that I doubt 

if the woman had ever had any political involvement at all. I doubt if she 

has had any political involvement. I have no idea whether she has any 

political inclinations at all. All I know is that she is one of the most 

highly regarded (I am speaking of Mrs. Molloy, the wife of the Commanding Officer 

of the Newfoundland Regiment~ Mrs Molloy, who in her own righ~, is a University 

graduate.with I believe two d~grees. My hon. friend from Gander must know this) 

and highly respected women in Central Newfoundland. 

I hAve no idea as to what her political affiliation is. I have 

never asked her. I just do not know and l do not care. All I know is that 

I was very hap.py to recommend her appointme11t to my colleagues. That appointment 

was accepted without question. 

MR. CROSBIE: While the hon. minister is on that subject,could he tell 

us, there has not been a Chancellor for the University now, I think, since 

Lord Thompson retired and that must be two or three years ago. Is the 

Minister or is the Premier negotiating with somebody to become Chancellor? 

Is the story in the "Free Press" last week correct,;, that the position is being 

held open for the hon. the Premier.so that he can be moved up once the 

election is over and he bows out in five years time, if he wins the election? 

What is the position on the Chancellorship? 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): I have no comment to make on that at the present time. I 

will simply refer the hon. gentleman to the last public statement that the 

hon. the Premier made on the matter of the Chancellor. I have nothing to add to 

that. One thing I could add - perhaps I could add a personal note. It is not 

being held open for me. I am quite sure of that. I will not be a Chancellor. I 

am only jd4.ng, of course, but I have no intentions. That is a matter that I am sure 

in due course the Premier will be making a statement on,whenever he feels that it 

is appropriate to do so. 3108 
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MR. HICKMAN: It is undesirable that we have not a Chancellor now. 

I am sure and the hon. minister will agree that any strong university has 

a chancellor. Anyway, we will leave that. There are iust two items that I would 

like to comment on and which I think involves to some extent Government 

policy, Obviously, Govemment must be aware of it. I think the House is 

.~ntitled to a report on it. What I would like to hear from the hon. minister 

is to the success or otherwise of the Harlow experiment? It is something 

new to North American universities. It has now been ongoing for - oh, pretty 

well since Lord Taylor came to this Province, I have been told by professors 

at the University that it has not been as wildly successful as one would hope 

for. The building itself now is not much more than a residence. I believe 

you will find in the Harlow complex in England eleven Newfoundland students, 

as of today. I do not know how many of them are students at Harlow or how 

many are using Harlow simply as a place to house them while they attend other 

universities in London, But I think or I am sure that during the negotiations 

arriving or that lead to the $2,000 per student figure . that a concerned government 

would ask about the Harlow experiment. I think we are entitled to know 
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t-m. HIOO'AN: what is happening to it? Are we right and the other 

universities in Canada going to follow us, or is it something tha't has 

not been this successful? The other operation of the university.which 

attracts, appeals to a great number of Newfoundlanders, and which in 

certain areas of this Province has had a great deal of success, unqualified 

success, is the Extension ~epartment. I think that the hon. Minister of 

Finance will agree with me that without the extension department at 

Memorial, we would not be witnessing today the rejuvenation of Fogo 

Island to the extent! that we now see it. They initiated ,against pretty 

strong and overwhel.lrlning odds, or what appeared to be overwhelmning odds 

at the time, the Fogo experiment that captured the imagination of the 

For,o people. They have the cooperation of the people on Fogo Island. It 

is a very worthwhile project and what I would like to see is the university 

doing more of it. 

They have started to do the same thing now in the greater 

Lamaline area. That was an area that I know had been written off. It cannot 

get any assistance from Collffl\unity and Social Development. It cannot get -

Government services were being withdrawn, and suddenly, the Extension Department 

last fall at M!Jnorial . turned to a sort of a last resort and they are now 

beginning to rejuvenate, or at least the signs of rejuvenation are present 

and they have a great knack for forcing Government to do things against its 

will. I do not say that in the political sense, I say it in the sense that 

they go into an area that has been written off, they reassess it and come 

to the conclusion that there is still hope and that there is justification 

for retaining public services. Fogo Island is held up by the U.niversity 

i~tension Department as their greatest achievement to date,and I believe 

it has been their greatest achievement to date. 

!-!y concern is that whatever goes on at the university, that 

it not be at the expense of the Extension Department. I would love to see 

that Extension Department very much enlarged and very much expanded. Would 

the hon. minister tell us a few things about llarlow.1 The success or 

otherwise of Harlow, and his views on the Extension Department? 
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MR. ROWE (F.W.): Hr. Chairman, on the Harlow matter, I am just trying 

to recall, but I think it was in the last report that Lord Taylor gave. 

He nade a fairly co~prehensive statement on the Karlow experiment. I 

have no information to add to what Lord Taylor said on that occasion. In 

fact, my infoTIRation would come from the university anyway, and Lord 

Taylor did 1I think in his last presidential statement report. 
1 

It comes 

back to me now. I rhink it was in the convocation they had last fall in 

November. I do not think it goes back, although time goes pretty fast, 

I do not think it is a year old. I think it was last fall I heard the 

statement. That is my information and that is the information that I think 

is available to everybody. 

On the matter of the extension, I can only say this, that 

it was this Government, the present administration,that pressured the 

university into establishing an Extension Department at the university. We 

were several years waiting impatiently for that to be established. Finally 

the Premier came out and made a very strong statement, in effect,! suppose 

almost if not denouncing, certainly complaining that this department or 

this division had not been established at the university. It has been 

established, and the hon. gentleman has referred to some of its activities. 

Those of us who represent areas in the outports, in the: 

outlying areas of Newfoundland,know that the Extension Department has done 

some very valuable work. As a matter of fact, I have on my desk at this 

moment a letter which came in only yesterday and which reached me only this 

moniing,as a matter of fact, from my district asking for additional extension 

services in a part of that district. It is a very valuable piece of work. 

We have encouraged the university to extend its extension work there. That 

has been done and is being done. I have no doubts that the university will 

be carrying on even wider services under the Extension Department as time 

goes on. Other than that, any detailed information would have to come from 

the university itself,! am afraid. 

MR. CROSBIE: I am glad 1 Mr. Chairman, that the hon. minister pointed out 
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that it was the Government that put the pressure on Memorial University 

to start an Extension Department. I remember it well. The university 

seemed to be dragging its heels on it, this was ten or fifteen years past. 

The Goverrunent,because it wanted this done as a matter of policy of the 

Government, put the pressur e on Memorial University and got the Extension 

Department started. I think the same thing is true of the medical school. 

It is the Government that got itself into the dilemma of the medical school. 

The Government put the pressure on to get a medical school. It got ftemorial 

in a position where it said, "all right, we will carry on if the Government 

will vote enough·money for it," That is how we got the medical school. 

The same position is exactly with junior colleges. Exactly 
1, 

the same position. If the Government puts the pressure on Memorial and 

says, ''we want a junior college progra11111e on the West Coast, we want one 

in Central Newfoundland. We will make the funds available and we DtUSt have 

this done," the university will do it. The university will have to do it. 

The university is an instrument of Government Policy. The Government 

created the university, the Government can abolish the university. There is 

no question about that . I remember the Premier ~nee saying in this House 

that the municipalities were creatures of the Government. I will not say 

that about the university, but their legal position is exactly the same. 

They were created by an Act passed by this House. They are financed by 

money voted by this House, . and if the Govermnent wants a junior college 

programme it can request, and I go further, it can direct the university to 

carry out that programme. Why the minister will not say anything about tmis, 

which is one of the big issues around Newfoundland in education today, why 

the minister will not tell this House wlat the Government's.plans are with 

respect to junior colleges baffles me. 

This is the place where the Govermnent is supposed to discuss 

its policies and plans, not later on when the Government 1s on the hustings 

making wild plans about junior colleges, whkh is what I forecast now will 

happen.tetween now and the election, llr. Ch~irman, we will hear something 

about junior colleges from the Govermnent. Why not now? Not some fanciful 
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statement later that we are bound to get. The mi~ister pointed out, and 

that is "1hy so much of this talk ab,ut Memorial's budget is bunkum,Hr. 

Chairman, as the minister pointed out,when Government put the pres~ure on, 

it forced memorial to get going with their fattension Department. To say 

and to pretend in the Rouse that Met:1orial presents a budget and the 

Government has no interest in the details and all the rest of it is malar~ey. 

If the Government ls interested in having Memorial do something it makes it 

do it. 

I have a telephone call myself from the Premier to the 

President of the University,suggesting that the university take an interest 

in the environment. (This is when pollution was becoming current about 

three or four years ago) suggesting that a chair be started in_·environmental 

pollution or something like that. You would be surprised how quickly the 

president of the university said; "yes Sir," and announced that they were 

looking for somebody to do that. It is only bunkum and malarkey to pretend 

that the university is independent from the Government. It is not. It 

depends for its very life on the Government. A suggestion from the 

Government that the university do something, ,unless it is something absolutely 

foolish1 is acted on. 

AN HON. MF.l-IBER: Trying to make a politics! football out of the university. 

MR. CROSBIE: 

AN HON. Mfil·IBER: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

Exactly. Nobody is suggesting ••• 

It is above politics. 

No it is not above politic_s. Nothing funded by the House of 

Assembly can be above politics. Above politics in any sense of cheap 

attacks, but not above politics in a sense that that institution carries out 

the will of the Government with public funds. 

AN HON. ?-!EMBER: You would not want to make a political football out of it. 

MR. CROSBIE: The political football I am interested in is the political 

football the minister is going to try to kick later on this year about 

junior colleges• Ina tead Oif explaining to the House now what the Government'. s 

policy is on junior colleees, the minister is going to try to bounce one 
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political football on his head and kick two with his feet,later in the 

year,on junior colleges. That is the political football. We would like 

to know what the Government's plans are in that direction now. 

MR. WORNELL: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask one question on the 

subject of extension services. ?1r. Chairman, I have not used one millionth 

of the time of my hon. friend on the opposite side on every subject. 

MR. CROSBIE: You ~re doing it in caucus. 

HR. WRNELL: I could ask many questions, but I think he has probably 

covered the gambit. This question I would ask is; who sets the pattern 

for these film crews to go around the island taking television filmings o~ 

say, fishermen down in Labrador, t · alk. 1bout the economic situation in 

Newfoundland, and otherwise, pronouncing opinions on the social and 

economic life of the island? 

'HR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, here again we have another example that the 

Government did encourage,to establish the Department of Extension. The 

Government expresses disappointnent because several years went by and no 

action had been taken. The only pressure, the hon. gentleman from St. John's 

West said the Govermnent pressured,(! think it was pressured he said) into 

doing that. The only pressure we used was to say that we would like to see 

one established and, if the university decided to establish it we would be 

prepared to assist in the financing of it. The university took us at our 

word and did establish that department. 

In answer to my hon. friend from Hermitage, I presume the 

films he is talking about are done by the film crews that are part of the 

operation of the Department of Extension. We do have a lot of film crews 

going around Newfoundland. In some cases they are doing them for C.B.C. In 

some cases they are doing them for National Geographic and so on. If they 

are doing it for the Department of Extension at the University, then, we 

would have no knowledge of it and we would have no - we would not be in a 

position to say anything about it. This would be part of the internal 

operation of the Department of Extension -

HR. WORNELL: What I would like to know,Mr. Chairman, is who is educating 
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whom? Are they educating the illiterate or are the illiterete educating 

them? 

MR. ROWE: Well, I cannot answer that question. I have not seen the films 

that my hon. friend is referring to, at least I do not think I have. I do 

not know the purpose behinci it. I do not know the philosophy behind it. 

I do want to make this point, that here again, whether John Brown, or 

Fred Smith agreec ·,:ith it or disagrees with it, as the case might be, with 

the way they are operating, with the importance or nonimportance of the 

films, or with the condu'ct of the film makers, no matter what the feeling 

might be about that, the Government itself does not interfere with the 

operations of the Department of Extension, anymore than we would interfere 

with the Operations of the Department of Mathematics. The actual internal 

operation is entirely a thing - and I would suggest if any hon. gentleman 

has a question in that regard, or has a grievance, then it could be addressed 

to the university. The Government cannot interfere in a matter of that kind. 

Motion, 62202-04 carried. 

MR. CROSBIE: 622 - I do not know, I am looking at the wrong _book. 

MR. CHAIRMAN (HODDER): The total subject, 622 

MR. CROSBIE: No, I want to ask the minister, I do not think the question 

has been answered. 622~9~08, that is not carried yet is it? 

MR. ROWE: That is not voted on. 

MR. CROSBIE: I know that, but the minister will know what buildings. It 

is Public Works, but what buildings are planned to hav 0 this - you know, the 

$4 million is planned for what buildings this year at Memorial? The minister 

would know that I believe. 

MR. ROWE: I am afraid that ••• 

MR. CROSBIE: Is it the engineering building or what building? $4 million 

for Mer.torial University. 

MR. ROWE: I have the ••• 

MR.. CROSBIE: 62:.(o~os 

MR. CHALKER: Site work, $2,200,000., 

HR. CROSBIE: Site work $2,200,000.? That is on the north campus is it? 
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Is that to put in water and sewage? 

AN HON. M'EHBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. EARLE: "Hr. Chairman, this is a question I tried to ask a few minutes 

ago. It is the sort of thing that happened with the1 
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has happened with the engineering extension of the science building. 

There seems to be a great deal of pressure, there was not time to call 

tenders because this building had to be made ready. The pressure for 

t~is sort of thing, is that from ~he University? Do ~hey come to the 

Government and say, "we must have this building by a certain time~' or 

is it the Government's decision that the building must be erected by a 

certain time I The Hon. Minister of Public Works, in answering this 

question for the Minister of Education,mentions site work. For instance; 

there is a very elaborate plan for the future axtension of the University, 

the North campus, site work I presume means underground and so onJ 

necessary sewers and drains and all this kind of stuff. What is the 

stage of the progress on this? Is it directed by the University or is 

it directed by the Government? The Government provide the money but 

who does say which is necessary} Who says the cart comes before the 

horse or the horse comes before the cart? Is the University in on this 

to the extent of saying what we need next, and when shall we have it? 

MR.CHALKER: Mr. Chainuan, my deputy-minister,in conjunction with the 

officials from the Memorial University, as you know we have a master plan 

completed-possibly take fifty years to finish, But we are doing thi~ 

I think in a proper method,in as much that .all the acreage there is being 

laid out and serviced. We are advised by the officials of the University 

. what sites they want to proceed with and,as long as it fits in with 

the overall plan,we will go ahead with it. We are starting, I think 

they have been wo~~ing now over a year on the water and sewerage section 

going up to - on the back of the new development. If we do not adhere to 

it 1Sir, we will be shot in about twenty -five or thirty years time becaqse 

we will just spoil that beautiful site,I~ is being done by a very special 

engineering group - I forget the name now. It is completed and we are 

following it right to the teeth; 

MR.HICKI-IAN: May I,Mr. Chairmap, you do not mind if I address another 
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question tc our hon. colleague. This is on the question of _the 

extension to the - and I presume it is included in this grant -

capital grant construction, ls the extention to the science and 

engineering building? There was an answer. The committee will 

recall that when we were discussing the science and engineering 

building before,the hon. minister of Public Works said that he was 

given a deadline to meet and that he did not have time to call tenders 

and that in thirty-six hours he had called in a company he had thought 

most competent to do the job ... and negotiate it to satisfaction. 

Now to me.Hr. Chairman, this seems to be wrong. Because,I do not say

I say wrong in principle - because surely,if the hon. minister of Public 

Works in thirty-six hours can negotiate with ·:one construction compan~ 

he could have spent another thirty-six hours - the deadline was not that 

severe, could have spent another thirty-six hours negotiating with another

and we have at least three or four companies in this Province capable of 

doin& that work. 

MR.ChAIRMAN: Order please. I wonder if the hon. member -

MR.CHALKER: You are on my estimates now. 

MR.HICKMAN: No, no, we are under construction and alterations -

MR.CHALKER: That comes under my -

MR.CHAIRMAN: There is no motion before the Cliair relatiDR to 091 Transfers 

from other Departments,because these Items are carried - if the hon. member 

would look at Appendix 11, these Items are carried in the budget in another 

department. We are going to be going over the same grounds more than 

once - Shall 623-02-01 carry? 

MR.EARLE: .On this one.Mr. Chairman, 623-02-01. Dalhousie University: 

Under this heading, this is the grant to the Dalhousie Medical School, 

I notice it is the same amount as last year. I am wondering, in the 

light of the fact that we are involved in the preparation for Medical 

ichool at the University,so far, 1 presume that there is no necessity 

3118 



Hay 10, 1971. Tape 576. Pap;e 3. Afternoon Session. 

of reducing the grant to Dalhousie. The same number of Newfoundland 

students are still at Dalhousie or what is the case, are there still 

as many going to Dalhousie or is it anticipated that in future years 

this grant can be reduced1 

MR.ROWE: Hr. Chairman, I made this enquiry my:;elf and I was informed 

that we still have, this year, approximately the same number of students, 

dental and medical,at Dalhousie that we had last year,for whom we have 

to pay. I cannot say about next year but obviously there will be

hopefully there will be - but it is going to be several years,at any 

rate,as long as we have our students at Dalhousie we have to honour 

our commitments there,to that University. 

MR.MURPhr: Mr. Chairman, may I say of that $660,000 only $544,000 was 

spentt ?nere is a reduction there. 

MR.ROWE: Yes, the number at Dalhousie, we did not spend that amount 

last year. 

MR.HICKMAN: Could the hon. minister indicate whether there is still an 

agreement withlDalhousie University,with reference to accepting Newfound

land students. Are they &till accepting first year Newfoundland Medical 

students at Dalhousie, say for the c~ming academic year,in light of the 

fact that the Medical School at Memorial is now about to enter its second 

year of medical studies! 

MR:ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I do not know what the nature of that agreement.i$. 

Actually I know it is an agreement,but that agreement was negotiated 

between our Department of Health and Dalhousie University. I would think 

my hon. friend 1when he returns here,would be able to answer that question. 

I frankly do not know if there is - if the agreement has expired.but I 

doubt very much that it has. If it has not, even if the agreement has 

formally expired,we are not going to see our students, our Newfoundlaud 

students at Dalhousie,left in the lurch. 

HR.HIC~: It wmld appear, the vote is the same this year as the amount 

spent last year. It would appear as if - and I suspect this is the fact too-
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that Newfoundland medical students are still entering, will be entering 

Dalhousie Medical School in the first year. 

MR.ROWE: ·1 would think that, but frankly I do not know.It is conceivable, 

it is possible that this vote may be confined entirely to second year 

medical students and beyond that at Dalhousie. I doubt very much~as my 

hon. friend says , I would suspect that there are some first year students 

involved here coo. But frankly, I do not know. The Department of Health 

could tell us because they irnplenent that agreement. We simply carry the 

vote there. I am sure,when my hon. friend the Minister of Health is here, 

he would be glad to inform us or get the information, He ma~ not have it 

at his fingertips e'ither. 

MR.CliAIRMAN: Shall 01 -02 -03 -04 -05 carry? 

MR.HICKMAN: Mr. Chair~an, 06, Would the hon. minister indicate what that 

grant to Nova Scotia Tech. is for? 

MR.ROWE: · What is the question? 

MR.HICKMAN: 06, 623-02-06. :fova Scotia Technical College it is only a 

small grant, what is it all about? 

MR.ROWE: That is a contribution for the training of our engineers. 

Traditionally our Newfoundland Engineers have been trained at Nova Scotia 

Technical College. 

MR.HICKMAN: Is Hova Scotia Tech. under an obligation to accept a certain 

number of Newfoundland students. 

MR.ROHE: They do accept. I do not know what the formula is, I have seen it, 

because I knew about it when I was in the Department of Highways there 

was sort of a formula. They do bind themselves to accept. Mind JIOU this 

does not cover-normally the majority of our Newfoundland engineers in 

training have gone to Nova Scotia Tech. I am sure the cost to Nova 

Scotia bas,.been more than $25~000. I think. this is a sort of a contribution 

a little gratuity I might say, that we have given to Wova Scotia Tech. as 

a small subsidy towards the cost and they in turn have assumed the moral 

obligation of giving some preference to Newfoundland students. 
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MR,HIC~'IAN: Apparently Nova Scotia Tech. is going into Dalhousie. 

Apparently Novo Scotia Tech is on its way out, 

MR.ROWE: Yes, yes. 

MR.CHAIR.~AN: Shall 06 carry? 

MR.EARLi:.:: 07 and 08 ~1r, Chairman, these two items have to do with 

Eskimo and Indian Education. A little bit confused here. There seems to 

be nothing voted on North West River (Capital) only $100 token. Then 

the next page there is an amount transferred of $310 from some other 

department, The question I want to ask on this,ectually the 07 has 

to do with the opf-rating cost? 

Yes, MR.ROWE: 

~.EARLE: The capital cost I am interested in, have these projects 

been completed~ 

MR.ROWE: Yes the school is built. 

MR,EARLE: The one at North West River for the lttdians is completed, The 

one at North West River for the Eskimos is that completed? 

MR.ROWE: Being opened next month. These are both finished. It is in 

operation, yes~ they are having the formal opening next - within the 

next fortnight I think. 

MR.EARLE: They ~ill still transfer $310,000 from another department1 

MR.ROWE: If I have a breaRdown of that for - here,residents of Makkovik, 

an extension to the main school, w::,rkshop aJd domestic roQm at Nain. 

gymnasium.4uditorium at Notth West River. That is the break.down for that. 

MR.CHAIRMAN: Shall 07, 08 carry1 

MR • '1-n.TRPHY : Mr. Chairman, I note that now the Library here in St. John's, 

on Duckworth Street,has been closed out and transferred to City Hall, 

in what uay is the Government committed to the St. John's Municipal Council 

for the Library at rtty Hall? 

MR. ROWE: That is entirely arrangement between the Public Libraries 

Board of Newfoundland and Labrador,and City Council. Perhaps I should 
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say,Mr. Chairman here, that we have the same, roughly the same relation

ship,with the Public Libraries Board,as we .have l~ith the University in 

that we make the grant. We make a block grant to the Public Libraries 

Board and they in turn carry on their Heparate negotiations. :-tr. Chairman, 

the answer is that the arrangement between the Public Libraries Board 

and the City Council does not involve the Government at all. We simply 

aake a block 3unt and leave it to the PubliE: Libraries Board to make 

their own arrangements for the erection and or the operat¾on of libraries. 

I might say that we are very happy that this arrangement has been made. 

We were down, the Premier and I were down,on Friday I think it was, 

MJt. MURPHY: 

MR.ROWE: 

The hon. member was not invited there,for St. John's East

It was not a government function,Mr. Chairman, the Government 

did not arrange any function down there and I have no collllllent to make 

about it. As a matter of fact there were a lot of hon. members on 

this side who were not invited there either. 

MR.MURPHY: They are not members for the District of St. John's East, 

MR.ROWE: That is a matter that my hon. friend should take up with the 

non-p611tical body known as the Public Libraries Board of Newfoundland 

and Labrador. The Chairman, of whom, for many years,by the way happens 

to be a public adherent of the P.C. Partr,and no complaints from this 

side about that either. He was actually a candidate for my hon. friend~ 

party in one of the elections. He 'l<'as chairman, with our approval he 

was chairman of that Public Libraries Board and was present down there. 

We cannot answer for the invitation list of the Public Libraries Board 

of Newfoundland • 

MR.MURPHY: This Library Building (Capital) Mr. Chairman, 

MR.ROWE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, we understand,that is the information that they 

have given us,and it is on this information that we agreed to recommend 

this vote. Clarenville. they hope to spend $1lOOO at Clarenville. 

Marystown, they hope to spend $5,000. They hope to spend $10.000 at 

Deer Lake. These were their estimates to us. I am not sure that they 
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will be able to do everything from the vote. They hope to spend 

$10,000 on buildings in various parts of this Province. Mr • ..Chairman, 

this is a reciprocal programme that this Province has vi.th all the 

other Provinces, I think. ~er,has been a lot of publicity,! am 

sure, hon. members must be familiar with it, whereby groups from 

other Provinces come into Newfoundland and tour Newfoundland, various 

parts of it and in turn Newfound~nd Groups go out. It is handles 

very capably, on the Newfoundland end ,by Miss Russell. Miss May RussellJ 

who is one of the senior officers in the Department of Educatioµ. It 

is a programme that has attracted an awful lot of f-.vourable attention 

and publicity across Canada. I have had the pleasure, l think the -
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MR. ROWE(F.W): 

if I have the pleasure and I think the hon. the Premier has, I know he has and 

others,of meeting with some of these groups coming down. It does a tremendous 

amount of good for a group to come down here from say Ontario and go and visit 

Twillingete,as one group did last year and then visit Bonavista and so on and 

then,in turn,a group from here go up to Manitoba or 

or something of that kind. 

go to Toronto or Montreal 

MR. MURPHY: What is the eli~ibility? You do not have to be a Liberal or 

anything to get out of Newfoundland do you? 

MR. ROWE: I have not made any inquiries on that matter but I suspect there 

is no political clause in the eligibility. 

MR. CRAIIMAN: Order please! Shall 652 carry? 

MR. CROSBIE: 652, Mr. Chairman, this is Temperance Education. Is there some,ody 

in the Government attempting to teach the Premier to be more tempetate in 

his utterances in the Rouse? Is that the purpose of the vote? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Everybody recognizes the_provocation1 so what is the use in 
·~~ ... 

trying to cure it. 

MR. CROSBIE: The vote is $35,000. but we move that it be increased to 

$75,000. if that is the purpose of the vote. 

MR. RICKMAN: In the last session of the House, this I presmne is the grant . 
to Rev. Isaac's organization. There, seemed to be a divergence of opinion 

amongst members of Government concerning this, I am sure hon. members will 

recall the comments of the hon. Minister of Health with respect to the 

temperance vote. Now I think that Rev. Isaac is doing a first-class job 
-.,;, 

particularily in the field of Allied Youth. Last week or two weeks ago they 

had a good convention at Corner Brook, \ ·oung people, their leaders and a lot 

of the clergy were involved. It was a tremendous convention and a great deal 

of good comes out of it. 

But would the hon. Minister advise the Cmnm.ittee whether hidden _in 

that wote somewhere there is a grant for another worthwhile organization that 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

used to get a few dollars, the Sons of Temperance .• As a past recording 

scribe of the Sons of Temperance I have a very vested interest in that 

organization. 

MR. NEARY: Why was the ho~. member disqualified? 

JM - 2 

MR. HICKMAN: No, no, there are still other items which have been passed which 

are a recording scriae,but we do have the Sons of Temperance in Epworth, that 

is Epworth, Newfoundland and another in Grand Bank and there maybe one other. 

MR. CROSBIE : They do not have them down on the first floor of the Confederation 

Building, that dining room1 They have been kept out of that dining room. 

MR. HICKMA.~: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

That is no place for recording scribet 

There is no temperance down there. 

MR. HICKMAN: Would the hon. Minister indicate whether there ate a few dollars 

in there for the, at least if for nothing else to maintain that old building? It 

is certainly the oldest Temperance Building in Newfoundland, the one situated 

in Grand Bank. It is in the state of -

MR. ROWE(F.W.): It was called the Epworth League, was it not? 

MR. HICKMAN: No, no, the Epworth Le~que has nothing. It is the Sons of Epworth 

Grand Division No. 9 and they used to hold the court there. This was something 

to behold. The Supreme Court on circuit, I feel this is very relevant, Mr. Chiir

man, the Supreme Court on circuit,when it did the South Coast tour and I can 

recall the judge and his retinue coming in to Grand Banlt. They used to call 

into St. Pierre on the,-way by. For some strange reason as they get off 

St. Pierre the captain,with due solemnity.would report to the presiding judge 
-~ 

that they had run out of potatoes. They invaribly ran out of potatoes even 

though they were just one day out of Argentia and the judge would make a very 

learned decision and say, "Well, we will have to put into the nearest port': 

And with some surprise he would learn that St. Pierre was the nearest port 

and, of course, they would go in there and then this brou~ht on fo1"11tal calls 

on the Governor and sometimes it took up to three days to find the potatoes 
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HR. HICKMAN: 

and if they did find them it would take them a week to get up the courage to 

eat them. 

But be that as it may, their next port of call was Grand Bank and they 

would always hold court in t he Temperance Hall at that time. To see the 

presiding judge sittinp; underneath a sign that read, "Wine is a mocker, strong 

drink is raging'' and pictures of John Barley-Corn all over the place I 

think it really established a tradition that we should not let die out, if 

that old building is still there and the pamphlet6 are still there, , I know 

that the hon. the Minister,when he was a teacher in Grand Banlc he never quite 

got into the Temperance Society, lt was no fault of his as he tried, 

HR. ROWE(F.W.): I had been led astray. 

HR. HICKMAN: But I am sure he has been into the building. But there used to 

be a few dollars for the Sons of Temperance in that Temperance vote, ls it 

still there and if it is,will the hon. Minister be a bit generous and just 

give us a few dollars to keep, that building going? 

HR. ROWE: Yes, I would,but I would recommend this. He has put a very 

moving case,there is no doubt about that, Mr. Chairman, and I think that he 

should take that I recommend this to the good will and sympathies of my hon. 

colleague, the Minister of Provincial Affairs, who was responsible for it. 

Hay I say this~ I did not have the opportunity ever of joining that celebrated 

organization in Grand Bank but I did have the opportunity of enjoying hospitality 

in other institutions in Grand Bank at one time or another. I enjoyed the 

conviviality and the ho~pitality,including perhaps vegetables brought from 

St. Pierre.in certain other basic institutions in the town of Grand Bank. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, I do not know if I am the only person in the 

Chamber who was once a member of the IOGT. I joined it in Canon Wood Hall, 

down at St. Thomas's Church in the East end of St. John's. There was a branch 

there and.if I am not mistaken /here was a branch in St. Lawrence, I am not 

sure if it was in St. Lawrence or Marystown because I remember,years afterwards, 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: 

~oing up through that area for Sir William Coake~in the FPU,and holding a 

series of meetin~s and holdin~ one in an IOGT hall which was either in Marystown 

or St. Lawrence, I forget which. Then there was this one in Grand Bank, There 

were several throughout the island. 

MR. HICKMAN: What do the initials stand for? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Independent Order of Good Templars. 

MR. HICKMA.~: Well, they are quite different from the Sons of Temperance, do 

not confuse us at all. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I often get tight now? I resent that bitterly. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That is not what we were at all. We were an Independent Order 

of Good Templars,which would sometimes be called Sons of Temperance,but that 

was the full name - IOGT. I do not think it exists any longer and the only 

remanent probably of it in Newfoundland would be this hall in Grand Bank of 

which,when I was there last,! took ten or fifteen photographs,myself,with my 

own camera,and they came out beautifully. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Did the hon. Premier take that pledge? 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: I did not need to take the pledge. I mean I was always a 

temperance man, always been extremely temperate. I have yet;since I was 

bom,to taste whisky or to taste rum 

AN HON. MEMBER: Well, you do not know what you are missing. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I know I do not know what I am missing and I am glad. I am 

glad I do not know what,., I am missing, I never have yet, I did once taste 

whisky,to be very truthful, at Government House7wflen Sir Albert Walsh was 

Govemor,at a dinner one night they had the normal drinks before going into 

the dining room and they brought me what I assumed was a glass of sherry and 

!,not looking or not thinking,just sipped the sherry and it did not taste 

right, so then I noticed it and I smelled it and I said, "It does not SU1ell 

like sherry, it does not taste like sherry." So somebody came along, I think 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: 

it was Sir Leonard Outerbridge and -I put it up under his nose and I said, "Would 

you B111ell that," and he said, "Yes," and I said, "What is it?" and he .said, "It 

is whisky." Then I put it under someone else's nose and I said, "Would you 

smell that, what is it?· Whisky, whisky: So I can say that once since I was 

born I actually tasted whisky and I passed the glass back and got some good, 

fine 1Wesley and Methodist and Temperance drink known as a sherry. 

MR. HICKMAN: Eighteen oer cent. 

AN HON. '!,fEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I resent that. I drink only at most and only on very solemn 

occasions a glass of sherry in the great old English tradition, the old Wesley. 

I know that Mr. Wesley took his glass of sherry frequently ,from time to time, 

and,if Mr. Wesley could do it,1 do not see why I should not do it, take a glass 

of sherry. But whisky and rum, that vile stuff never passed my lips,except once 

and that was by mistake at Govermnent Rouse~and there was a shock of horror 

that went through the guests that they felt they had practically turned the 

Premier into an alcoholic,but it did not, it did not take. I have never 

tasted it since, just that once. So the IOGT hall in Grand Bank should be 

in some way or other preserved 
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HR. SMALLWOOD: Surely that is a matter for the prnud citizens of Grand 

Bank, who takes such an intense and immense pride in their tradition. Surely 

they will never give it to the world to say that they had an historic 

buildinP- that they let go do~m. I do not believe it. 

MR. HICKMAN: They have asked for money. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: We are going to get our annual sp~ech now? 

HR. HURPHY: I am very happy to congratulate the minister on his new 

recreation programme. At last our Government have come to realize tha4 

as I always preach, "an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure, ,. 

Rather than spend the money in the courts, we are going to spend it much 

earlier than that,to keep the kids out of the courts. The hon. minister 

had quit~,a meeting in Gander, I see, 

HR. ROWE, F.H. And in Grand Falls. 

HR. MURPHY: And in Grand Falls. He must have listen to my speech I 

made - not in the same place, but some six weeks ago,where I said I had 

been working on a recreation programme for the new Government, and our 

minimum was $1 iii.fllion a year on recreation. The Premier has just $1.2 million, 

the minister I mean, not to be out-done again, he had to go$ .2 million over 

what I said was necessary. 

But there are one or two questions on this that I would like to ask. 

I botice that the very vital question was asked at this meeting,with reference 

the minister has gone out making great statements on building artifical 

ice stadiums, so on and so forth. A few days ago I made the remark that the 

erection of the stadium itself was not a big cost. The operating cost, 

perhaps, is what more or less burdened the areas where stadiums were situated. 

MR. SNALLWOOD: Inaudible. 

l-lR. MURPHY: It is very difficult for the minister to absorb two -

when his boss is talking to him, be has got to listen, when I am speaking he 

can ignore me, but I want to be alone. 

MR, ROWE, F.W. I am following. 

MR. MURPHY: All right. With reference to the operation and the cost of 

light or power to these stadiums, which is terrible, I ~ow of the fact 

when we operated the ball park down here, we were on a demand from Li~ht and 
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HR. MURPHY: Power and it costs us over $2,000 a year for a few shorted fuses 

in the summer. 

But, I notice that there was no reference ~.ade to the Ferryland Distric~ 

for a stadium there, which is so badly in need of one. The minister mentioned 

several places ~here they would be going. Possibly I might ask this question 

now.with reference to these seventy-five percent of grants fnr facilities. 

Could St. John's, who I do not believe have a Recreation Commission, could 

they apply perhaps to the ball park down here on Carpasian Road, which has 

been allowed to go to ruin, if the Council applied would Government give them 

seventy-five percent of the cost of this ball park? And if a Recreation 

Commission were formed here, we could bring this thing back and restore it. 

Because to me it is a very sentimental project, because I was one of the 

one's who speaneaded it. We put something like a quarter of a million 

into it, without one cent of Government or Council expense. It is allowed 

to deteriorate down there now, because the 01-mers of the field want to sell 

it. The Council,in its wisdom, which I did not· agree with, decided to have 

a complex upon the marsh ·up there in the westend~ which is only good for 

ducks, in my opinion, not for football or baseball. 

MR. NOLAN: Do not mark the westend. 

MR. MURPHY: This is the north. 

I am just wondering if the ho~. minister would answer that question for 

me, would these grants apply if an effort were made to purchase the ball park 

on Carpasian Road? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. I will try to give a very brief answer there, I hope it will 

satisfy. (1) By the way, these were not announcements that I made at Grand 

Falls on Friday night, they are stated as announcements. I merely repeated 

the announcement which I made formally here in this House,several weeks ago. 

I am not sure, if I repeated all of that. 

Mr. Speaker, our policy is very simple. The Government's policy is 

that we will help communities which have organizations, Town Councils and 

Recreation Col!IIDissions. We will help them in the provision, not of stadiums 

as such, but in the provision of recreational facilities. This is why Lawn 

is already qualified for, I think, a football field. That is why I think 
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MR. ROWE, F,W. St. Lawrence is qualified for help for a recreational 

complex. In other cases they have qualified for a stadium and so on. 

There is no guarantee that simply on application a community or a group 

of communities will get what they ask for. They have to meet certain 

conditions, for example, they have to be able to demonstrate that they can 

find twenty-five percent of the cost,up to a gross cost of $240,000. 

I have announced the names of those conmnmities, some of those communities 

that have qualified, Wabush, Springdale, Lewisporte, Grand Falls, Lawn, 

and Grand Bank, I think. 

MR. HICKUru'l: Inaudible. 

HR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, well they have given us the estimated cost and we 

have offered them seventy-five percent of that, llhat is what we can do under 

our existing regulations. Now there is nothing at all that says, for example, 

well the Town of Gander has come in and I think it has been approved. 

Botwood, which already had a stadium1has come in and gotten approval. 

Corner Brook has a request in. There is nothing to prevent St. John's from 

making a request. I would sugges~without prejudice, I would suggest to my 

hon. friend to suggest to them, whoever is involved. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Well there has to be a body which represents the community, 

and that body can be the Town Council. The point is there are quite a 

nmnber of communities including, well, I will not say where, but there are 

communities that have applied,whose applications are being studied, examined 

and some of which are being processed,and so we hope to make these announcements 

too from time to time. 

On Motion that the Committee rise, report progress and ask leave to sit 

again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply have considered the 

matters to them referred and have passed estimates of expenditure under the 

following headings; Heading VI - Department of Education and Youth, Item 

612-02-14 to 664-02-03. 
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On,. 'Motion report received and adopted, comi ttee ordered to sit again 

presently by leave. 

MR. SPEAJCF.R: It now bejng 6:00 P.M. I do leave the Chair until 8:00 P.l!. 
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MR. ROWE, F.W. $10,000. I will get the list later on and submit it for 

them. I may be able to get it thi~ evening, if the files are not locked 

up. It is down in black and white somewhere. But that is the vote, one 

that this House has had for a number of years and which is expanded this 

year to take care of one or two additional clubs that have been formed. 

On motion 03 carried. 

MR. CROSBIE: 04 - do not rush it through. Miscellaneous Fitness and 

Recreational Projects, $300,000 is more than doubled last year's. _Now if the 

minister could describe just what some of these are, doubtless they are 

valuable and worthwhile. Just what are some of the projectsr 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Yes, this division or part of the division was transferred 

from Provincial Affairs to Education this passed year. There grants are 

made to the various recreation organizations all over the Province. There 

are, I am speaking from memory now, I think there are fifty-odd, probably 

more than that rir,ht now. Parlier this year there were fifty-two, I think, 

in the Province and al.most every day new ones are being formed because, of 

course, a condition for getting assistance,under the capital grants programme, 

is that there be an organization. there be a community body formed. A very 

good example. the one I am familiar with,is my own District,in the Town of 

Windsor, where late last year,in fact, sometime before Christmas, . a 

Recreation Commission was set up there and that Commission is now organized 

and working under the Town Council,in conjunction with the plans to build a 

new stadium in the Town of Windsor. These are the grants that are made f~om 

this particular vote. We have increased them very largely, or at least we 

are asking the ComrnitJee to increase them very greatly because of two 

factors; one made by the hon. for Burin a few days ago, and I think ap,ain 

tod~y by inference,that is that the grant up until now have been very small_, 

very meager and not enablingthe organizations to carry on with any degree 

of efficiency or with any degree of comprehension. The other factor is that 

more and more communities are now coming into the picture.At the Conference 

which we held at Grand Falls this weekend, which I had the opportunity of 

speaking to on Friday nir.ht, there were I think 120 representives from all 

over the Province, from all over the Island of Newfoundland and from Labrador 
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MR. ROWE, F.W. as well. In fact)! noticed, I was interested enough to 

notice,in this Provincelride organization that was formed there on Friday, 

that some of the executive do come from Labrador. If anyone has seen that 

picture. I think. it was in the Telegram that I saw it tonight,that picture 

shows that every part of Newfoundland, even in the Executive,is represented 

on this new rrovincial organization. 

Anyway these are the grants that are being given out, and if any hon. 

member would like to have a fill list, tabulation, I thought I circulated that 

here tQ;-,, but I would be very glad to circulate it for information. It is 

somet~ing that I am sure all hon. members are glad to see and I am sure all 

hon. members will be very happy .to vote for this increase, which is being 

distributed on a fair and practical bases by our division,in accordance with 

certain standards, certain qualifications which are laid down, As soon as 

the conununity or in some cases a collection of communities, if one co111111unity 

is not large enough•to carry a programme on its own, a collection of communities, 

as soon as they can qualify then they receive these grants, these orerational 

grants. They are not very rigid either. We are not going to insist on 

strick-adherence to the letter of a regulation1 in a matter which is so 

important as recreation and physical education in the Province. There is 

very little distinction between what is capital and what is operational. 

You have a football field, a foot~all field is thirty feet too short, or the 

football field is too narrow or the football field needs to have its surface 

improved, well what is capital here and what is operational? We do not 

quibble over· that either. 

- :~ would be glad tt> get that list for any hon. member. 

MR. ·.CROSBIE: I would like to see the list, Mr. ChaiI111an, but the hon. 

minister's explanation of what this $300,000 is to be used for, Hiscellaneous 

Fitness and Recreational Projects,is as clear as a bell, a hell that has been 

sunk in the Atlantic Ocean for about 300 years and just recovered. It is 

rusted and pitted, you can no longer hear it ring. Because the minister 

has not explained. Miscellaneous Fitness and lecreational Projects is what 

the vote says, apparently it is r,rants to recreational commisa~ons or 

operating grants to recreational bodies. It cannot be both, if these are 
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~rR. CRDSTIIF.: some kir.d of miscellaneous projects that are underway. For 

example, is the.football field at Lawn or St. Lawrence, or 'i.s this money 

that is going to be voted every year for Recreational Commissions, and if 

so~what kind of formula? The minister just has not explained. Now the 

capital votes down further, Community Sports Facilities, that is the 

Gander by-election vote that was announced in the Gander by-election there 

in 1967. It is now going to be carried out this year. But this other vote 

right here, could the minister just explain, because this says, "project." 

MR. ROWE, F.W. I would be very glad to, I am sorry I did not make it 

clearer because there is nothing,as far as I can see there is nothing very 

mysterious about it at all. We have had for some years a number of 

community-. and Provincial organizations. If my hon. · friend ,the Leader of 

the Opposition,were here, he would be able to coY"Tobrate what I am saying. 

tou have the Baseball T,eague, you have the Newfoundland Soccer, you have 

all of these Provincial Associations-all of whom,to my knowledge,are 

rectiving grants from this particular vote. Then you have other community 

based organizations. The Recreational Committee, for example, in the Town 

of Gander, or in the Town of Port aux Basques, in the Town of Grand Falls, 

in the town of Corner Brook, they have been receiving _annual grants from 

this vote. But because the vote was so small, the amount that most of these 

recreational committees receive was,well,critically low, we are here trying 

to make it a little more realistic. We are asking for three times as much . 

as we asked for last year under this. These are basically operational. 

I merely made the point that we do not quibble on the regulations here, 

what is operational and what is capital. The basic capital vote is the one 

down below, 07 - Community Sports Facilities,Capital. If people are going to 

build a stadium, obviously they are not going to -build it out of~ grant 

of $1500 a year maintenance or operational grants they get from 04. They are 

going to have to look for it unde~ ·01. 

There is nothing mysterious about this, there is nothing new about it. 

All we are doing here now is asking for this committee to give us the 

authority to give out more money to these corranissions than we have been giving 
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MR. ROWE, F. l,T. and to give out money to more commis.sions and more c0illlll1mity 

and provincial organizations, such as the baseball, the hockey, soccer, 

I do not think bowling. I am not sure about bowling. I do not think that 

comes in, but I am not sure about that.. I do not think it does. But all 

of the non-commerical recreational operations in this Province, all of them, 

the formally or:ganized ,recreational orf'ainzations in thts Province receive 

grants under that vote. 

MR. J. NOL!\N: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I may be permitted • question? 

~lCKMAN: Two. 

MR. NOI.Ai'l: Tt~o? . The great Burin heart. 

·. •· ; . 
;• . - ... 
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Hr. Nolan. 

In my own district, I have a number of recreation aeeociations that I helped 

foni. There is one in Petty Barbour, in the Goulda, one in Blackhead Road 

and so on. I believe in some instances the uiowits were not as great as the 

hon. minister mentionedvof $500 or maybe $600 in some cases. The money could 

only be provided, provided that there was a recognized recreation association. 

It wu the case, I believe, that you could not spend the money for the purchuing 

of equipment as such. Whether this is changed now at this moment, I do not 

know. I would aaaume that these are the amounts that my hon. friend is 

referring to, are they not? 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, under thi• particular vote, •o• •mall place•, . 

_about the ·only facility they have is in the neighbourhood of a • chool. I 

• wondering if this could be extended or does it cover small, regional play

grounds in the area of school• t For in• tance, 1 have mentioned it many times 

in this Bouse that vhen sometimes a school i • completed, the surroundings of it 

are auch like a gravel pit or soathing like that. Whereas actually the 

only possibility of the children, particularly the younger children in that 

area,of having any facilities at all would be in the iaaediate neighbourhood 

of their schools. I know,in the district which I repreeent, there are very few 

places with any facilities whatsoever. But they have approached aeon a number 

of occasions to know if some sort of a grant could be provided for fixing up 

t:be grounds sarrounding-.tlle schools, particularly that the youager children 

could get some organized sort of gamae or sport. Would t:hiB vote here be extended 

to cover such activities,if there weaa properly organized committee: 

!fR. ROWE (F.W,): Yes. Well Mr. Chairman u a matter of fact, 1 just 

recall that I answered the question that the hon. gentleman who has just 

spoken placed on the table here some weeks ago. In that answer, the 

information was given that one of the communities in hi• district had already 

qualified. I think another conmnmity had applied •• 

MR. EARLE: That was for a football field. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): There is nothing to prevent any organization or group 
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Kr. Rowe (F. W.): 

representing the couanunity -- that is ·t.'fte criterion. le has got to be 

a representative group, whether it is a board of education or the 

town council or the co1111Dunity council or in many of these couanunities 

there is no municipal organization, in that case, local recreation 

co111111ittees or even a board of education acting, The important thing is that 

there has to be an organized body. You cannot deal with individuals in a 

case like this. You cannot deal with private interests. It has to be a puhiic 

body and that public body,so long as it represents the couanunity or a section of 

the community,in the sense that a soccer 

connunity, then they can qualify for a 

u •ociation would represent the 

grant under this particular 

vote. I am awfully sorry, Mr. Chairman, I apologize to the committee. 1 

tried to contact Mr. Snow to ask him to give ·me this list here tonight. Unfortunately, 

I did not know that he had a sunper engagement at the University, I could not 

get him. I clid leave word with Mrs. Snow that if he called in,to contact 

me. He h•a all this informatiotl straight in his files. It was simply pre-

occupation on my part which made it difficult. In fact it resulted in my n~t getting 

that detailed list of what baa been given out so far. But again I can 

aseure the committee that I would be very glad to give this information, which 

ie public information anyway. Kost of it has been made public from. time to time. 

MR. CROSBIE: Could thie one stand over then? 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Yes, eure. 

MR. RICICMAN: Mr. Chairman, while we are on that one. I believe that this 

type of vote.,which is a very COtl'allendable one,and that if the money is judiciously 

used and dietributed, you can get far more than $300,000 worth of value out of 

this vote. One very good example that we have had in this Province the last 

four or five years,where a minimum contribution by Government has yielded 

the maximum result, is in the field of figure skating. There•-was a time when 

figure skating was reserved to a very, very few. Today we find in Newfoundland 

active figure skating clubs in Bonavista, Clarenville - Clarenville pPebably has one 

of the best in the Province. There is one in Grand Falls, Buchana, I think 
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Corner Brook, Stephenville, two in St, John's, Labrador City. These clubs, 

what they really requiTe from Government is sufficient funds to pay two or three 

professionals for the whole Province, not one for each club, '"The strides 

that have been made in that one particular sport, literally thousand, 

particularly girls who have been able to participate in that prograume, 

indicates what can be done with a very small vote. 

Now_again,while we are on the question of soccer pitches and monies 

to be spent in enlarging and bringing them up to standards, I believe that a 

bit of cb-operation between two divisions of the same Department of Education 

and Youth again could yield a great deal more than the actual vote ind:l.cates, 

In areas where we have vocational school•, if the Department of Education 

would make the way clear for the staff of the vocational schools to use their 

equipment for training purposes, They have to use it anyway, They are not 

doing much good exc,pt to those who are taking the course and are out behind 

the achool in Burin relevelling, piling up and levelling again the same 

piece of real estate,y~ar after year, after year. But if that same equipment 

could be made available to the comnunity ap•rts associatio~ the recreation 

aaaociationa or the town council•, then ths,together with a very small vote 

or amall grant from the Department of Education, could, in my opinion, yield 

far greater results that we have see'n in the past. For $300,000,with 

a bit of imagination and with the enthusiastic aupport of recreation aseociati~ -

these association• have the enthusiaam, They are voluntary. They apring up -

they are not designed simply to haul money out of Government. They have been 
-.;, 

created over the yeara out of the genuine desire to establish competitive 

aporta in their comunity, With their co-operation and enthusiaam, this 

$300,000 this year could yield $600,000 worth of projects and benefits. 

MR. BICKET: Possibly, I can add something to what baa been said on 06. 

The misunderstanding on this item is caused by the manner in which it appears in 

the estimates: ''Miacellaneous Fitnes• and Recreational Projects.'" As I understand 
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it, Sir • . this money J~ not given to associations based on a particular project. 

&ut it i:c au:rdec.i t,, associations to help them get organized, -associations who 

have a QIIYll'be-r of projects in mind and,as everyone realizes,it costs money to 

form an imsncia11on such as a recreation association. As I understand it, this 

money is pafd on the basis of population and it is granted to associations. It 

has nothinf•. much to do with a particular project,as long as the association has 

as its am•:,· furthering or the organizing of sports projects of one kind and 

another. Tc.: .. y mind, Sir, it is confusingJ in the way it appears. It would 

appear as thonv, ~hPre would have to be some special projects being carried out, 

while the opposite is true. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Mr. Chairman, I think in fairness I should give - there are a 

couple of points ·- by the way, I am happy to inform the committee that I was 

able to locate Mr. Snow. He came in here in anticipation of this discussion. 

He has now gone to get me some information. I will be able to give the committee 

the information ver)' shortly. The point made by ' the hon. member for Burin 

had to de with the use, I think, of heavy equipment connected with our vocational 

schools. This seems to be a very plausible project. But in practice it is 

one that has to be approached with extreme caution. We have to remember that 

these students are students. They are not licensed operators. They can only 

touch these machines under strict sdpervision. They have to use them ·only 

in certain specified areas. They are not allowed on the highway,normally, 

in the course of their training. This presents a pro~lem. We had it over 

in Stephenville. My hon. friend from Port au Port will remember that only last 

year he contar..:c.d ,l!IP. on the same matter. On the surface, you know, when you see 

a dozen great 111<SChines lying up there or available,why not bring them over here 

half a mile and fill in a pond or do this or that or something else? It is not 

as simple as it sounds. However, we do co-operate wherever possible and I will 

say this,that the idea, the principle annunicated my my hon. friend>is an 

excellent one which needs and warrants extensio~ here in Newfoundland;and that 

is we get maximum utlization out of our investment, whether that investment is a 

D 8 tractor or whether it is a football field or whether it is a million dollar 

~141 



May 10, 1971 Tape no. 580 Page 5 

Mr. Rowe (F. w.) •• 
high school,with a hundred thousand gymnasium,auditoriums,in it, We should 

get maximum utilization. Because after all, all of these are public 

investments. They are investments by the public. The ownership may be given 

to a church or to a school board or to some other ~rganization,but the fact 

is that they represent public investments. To me - I realize the difficulties 

that are implicit in this, having been a principal of a school for some years 

I know it is no so easy as it sounds to throw your school, your gym and your 

facilities open. Nevertheless, l think it is inherently wrong for any community, 

big or small,to have a huge investment in a high school, say, with a gym and 

other athletic facilities,and to have that used perhaps only to thirty per cent 

of its potential. This is wrong. We cannot afford that here in Newfoundland, 

when the need is so great,and the principle that he has annunciated is a very i111portant 

one too. I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if we might let that item stand there and 

go on to the other,in the interest of time? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: On motion 04 stand. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, on 05, I notice a peculiarity in this one. Perhaps 

it is not quite clear: Operations,Provincial Recreational Centre, $10,800. 

Down below it says: Fees, Provincial Recreational Centre, $20,000. Is this 

an operation that we are making money on? It seems that we are getting more 

revenue than we are expending. It is an odd thing,if we are charging fees for 

the use of the Provincial Recreation Centre, I think we could be using all these 

fees to the advantage of the people using it. ts this correct? Are we making 

$10,000? 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): No. Mr. Ch•irman, I would be a very surprised man if there was 

any operation of that kind which made money. 

MR. EARLE: So would I. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): The truth is, of course, that that $10,000 shown under that 

subhead is simply a maintenance grant - a maintenance vote, It does not cover, i.e., 

salaries at all. Salaries would be covered up under 01, under the $213,000. If you 
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had tb put in the salaries of the vartous people there - incidentally, while 

I am on that point, I would like to mention this: It is only within recent 

months, this last six months or so,that I became familiar personally with 

this Torbay Recreation Centre. After all,it iA a Provincial Recreation Centre. 

It is a ~rovincial training centre. I was very agreeably surprised with 

the amount of work that is being done there and with the quality of the work 

there. I am verv happy to report that it is a completely erroneous misconception 

(that is a double negative, is it not?) for any one to assume, as so many do. 

I know that out in my own district they assume that this is a centre operated 

wholly and solely for the benefit of the people here in St. John's. Nothing is 

further from the truth than that. They train instructors there from all over 

the Province. As we expand this year and enlarge the hostel accommodations 

there, we will be able to do a much better job. There must be a "training 

centre for people. It is nonsense, of course, to put a badminton court down 

in the middle of Wesleyville or in the middle of Twillingate, if there is no one 

~ere~o 
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HR. ROWE~ . .!7.:._ knows how to train young and old in the game of badminton. 

The same thing applies, of course,· for a swimminr, pool. This day and age ft is 

not enough for people to ~o and learn by a hit or miss method. That is not 

the way to do things. So where you have a swimming pool, I opened a beautiful 

swimming pool at Bay Roberts last year, a lot of people could have a lot 

of fun there. But, if the children of Bay Roberts and that area are going 

to benefit and get maximum profit from that swimming pool,they must have 

expert training in the art of swimming. This is one of the things we are 

doing at the Torbay Recreational Centre,training swimming instructors, 

badminton instructors, r,ynastic instructors of all kinds. Indeed, I am 

surprised to see there is a Karate Club down there as well. I do not know 

what the background of that is,but it is there anyway. Any hon. gentleman 

on the other side who would like to get a few lessons in karate, or at least 

in judo. 

AN HON. MEMBER: If we do, it will be the end of the Government. 

MR. CROSBIE: Are there any athletic signs known to man, which would enable 

us to wrestle answers from the Government? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. To do what? 

MR. CROSBIE: Wrestle answers from the Government. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Well, you never know what benefits might accirue, if you were 

to come down and take a course. Jf the hon. gentleman would like to come 

down with me some evening, once we can get this House cleared up, I would be 

very glad to take him down there and arrange for him to get a few lessons in 

judo and karate. I will not guarantee he would become an expert overnight 

MR. CROSBIE: I wa~ a 165 pound boxing champion, a few years ago. 

MR, ROWE, F,W, That was a long time ago, 

MR, CROSBIE: Now I am 200 pounds, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall 05 carry? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, before we carry that Item, I recall,back in 

the 1967 by-election in Gander District, when the Premier announced the 

Recreation Centre for Torbay, also announced that time was a Recreation 

Centre for Gander,for the purposes of training. swimming instructors and 

judo and all the rest of the things which the minister has mentioned. 
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MR. COLLINS: In fact Gander was the first one to be constructed, Torbay 

waR to follow. I realize that the minister did not make the prOl!lise, but I 

wonder would he indicate to the committee what the status of that centre is 

now for Gander? 

HR. ROWE I F. W. Well, Mr. Chairman, I cannot give any more information, I think, 

it has already been made available in general regarding the Gander operation 

and the Botwood and the others. 

MR. COLLINS: No, no, a training centre. 

t-!R. ROWE, F.W. Pardon me! 

MR. COLLINS: A training centre? 

MR. ROWE, F.W. No, I am not in a position to give any - I have no information 

on that particular item. But, Gander has qualified, as my hon. friend knows, 

under a pror,ramme of community stadiums. 

?m. COLLINS: That is the stadium. But, a training centre for training 

Newfoundland coaches,that was also announced. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. That is right. 

HR. COLLINS: Another wild promise. 

~m. ROWF. I F,W. I see! 

~m. COLLINS: Maybe it is coming up again this fall? 

MRl ROWE 2 F.W. You never know! You never know! 

Mlt. CHAI~1AN: Shall 05 carry? Carried. 

MR. HICKMAN: 06, Mr. Chairman, would the hon. minister give us an explanation 

on 06- Canada and Newfoundland Games,which is an increase of $15,000 to 

$75,000. I would not like anyone to think I am against this vote, far be it. 

I think that most of us felt a great deal of regret and remorse during the 

past two or three years when we saw the opening of Canada Games, we were very 

proud of the athletes who went up to represent this Province at Canada Games ~ 

but it became very, very apparent,as the games progressed,that, if there is 

one thing that Newfoundland athletes had.it was co~r~ge, out one tning that they 

lacked was the skill that comes from first-class'coaching,during the off 

season,getting ready for Canada Games. Because, I believe that before the 

end of the 70's this Province should host a Canada Summers Game. I do not think 
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HR. HICKMAN: we will ever be able to host Winter's Games in this Province, 

but surely in the next few years, inlteed .• , 

The next Su~mer Games that arc held in the east should,in my opinion, 

be held in Newfoundland. Now, if they are going to be held in Newfoundland, 

and,as the hon. minister knows, the capital outlay that is made by Ottawa, 

without any char~e on the Province is fantastic. The millions that were 

spent in Halifax and Dartmouth,prior to the first Canada SUI11111er Games, monies 

that the Province of Nova Scotia could never had afforded to raise or spend 

itself. Now my understanding is that the Sunnner Games go west, following 

that they come east again. A decision has to be made obviously, by Ottawa, 

whether it is going to be in New Brunswick or Newfoundland. There has been 

an indication from the Mayor of St. John's that they have already started work 

on this. But, regardless of where it is held,it has to be a Provincial effort 

and the results from it will mean millions of dollars spent in this Province 

on capital outlay1 prior to the games. 

But in order to do that . and in order to get full participation and to 

make the impact that I think we should make in the Canada Games, we are going 

to need a great deal of skilled coaching,and $75,000,all of that could b~ 

spent in coaching alone,without a dollar being spent in travelling expenses 

or anything else. So far we have done reasonably well in swinnning. I think 

Newfoundland has one of Canada's better swimming coaches, Mr. Drinkwater,at 

Memorial. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Mr. Specto. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Specto. Mr. Drinkwater at Memorial University, Hr. Specto 

is not doing so much swimming now, Mr. Drinkwater has taken teams that have 

gone beyond the Atlantic Provinces, have gotten into Upper Canada in 

competitions. This is only the beginning. The regret that we must have had 

and the shame was that having seen our fine young athletes parade into the 

stadium in Halifax or parade into Quebec City Winter Games, or this year in 

Saskatoon, but when they got into the competition,they rub against something, 

through no fault of their own, they just coul,1 not handle it. because ,they say, 

with the exception of swimming and a couple of other sports, they did not have 

the type of coaching that is necessary on alm~st continuous bases for the twelve 
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~JCKltAN: months immediately proceeding the Canada Games. 

The other thing is that I woulo like some assurance from the minister 

that right now that he 1 in co-operation with whatever municipalities will be 

involved in this, is gettine ready to put in a bid for the next Summer 

Games to be held in eastern Canada,that they should be held in Newfoundland. 

If we get in there ahead of :lew lirunswick, it is ours for sure. Then when 

the vote comes up for operational grants for recreational centres,we will 

have some real recreational centres in this Province that we can be proud of. 

HR. ~OL\N: I "t-10::iaer would, Mr .Chairman, the hon. member and the hon. 

minister pennit me an observation before he answers, to give some 

background on the item that the hon. member for Burin just discussed? 

Some months ago, indeed last year we received some information on the 

Canada Games through the Government. At that time, I had the ihformation, 

Physical Fitness at that time, I think, may or may not have heen with the hon. 

Minister of Educa·tion. I met 'W'i.th some officials who are now in his department, 

As a result of that, we met with the Mayor of St. John's, Meetings on the 

Canada Games were initiat~d originally by the Government,in the first instance, 

and the co-operation we received from the city was very, very hopeful indeed, 

As a matter of fact, you have heard,the hon. member pointed out announcements 

from the Mayor of St. John's,on this,within the last few months. I am not 

completely up-to-date on exactly what the situations are now, but I know that 

one of the ~entleman sitting with me, the hon. Minister of Education.at this 

moment, was one of the pe·ople involved in one of the meetings that I had the 

good fortunate to have something to do with at that time, being a member in the 

St. John's area. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Mr. Chairman, I think that everybody would have to -

may I first ef all thank my hon. colleague for giving that information. I 

also say that I have been very happy and fortunate~this last year,to have 

had the active support and co-operation of my hon. colleague,who has taken 

a very special interest ~- tJl.;s matter and who, as the committee will remember, 

was a member of the· Royal Commission on Recreation and Youth, a 

member at that. 

very active 
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HR. ROWE, F.W. The points made by the hon. member for Burin are, I am sure, 

acceptable to everyone. We all have.to recognize the fact that .we suffered 

here from certain historic disadvantages and disabilities. One of them being 

the l!(arc11 numbei; the smallness of that number of our young people who have 

been able to engage actively in competitive sports, particularly sports like 

hockey, badminton, tennis and the whole roster. It is a fact that,statistically, the 

larger the reservoir from_ wnic~.Y~.!I can arav I the better your chances of producin~ 

strong and sometimes championship teams. We,in Newfaundland,have not had a 

big reservoir to draw from, with the exception of St. John's and Grand Falls, 

Gander, Corner Brook and a half a dozen other all put to~ether 0 The vast 

majority of our people have not had the opportunity either to get training, 

to get coaching . or,for that matter, they have not had the facilities to 

permit them to do these things,even such a simple thing as a football field. 

I remember my growing up days in Lewisporte,we played soccer there very 

vigorously. We had a team,.'l league team.We played igainst Botwood, Bishop's 

Falls, Grand Falls and Twillingate during the sU111tT1er season. Certainly 1up 

to the time that I left it, we never did have a football field in Lewisporte. 

Lewisporte was more favourably than a good many other communities in 

Newfoundland. But, the fact of the matter was, we did not have the money to 

provide a field there. To get a good field yoM had to get a level stretch, 

and the only level stretchs were boggy and constituted major engineering 

problems. We just did not have a good field there. I do not know,frankly, 

if they have a good one there now or not. But you can think of any number 

of co111111unities in Newfoundland, think of a community like St. Pac~et, down in 

White Bay. The idea of getting a football field there, it is an almost 

insurrmountable problem, and you can go all around Newfoundland. 

The other point I would like to make is this; our Newfoundland team,this 

year -at the Winter Games in Saskatchewan,put on a magnificent effort and they 

showed improvement in every aspect of the games. Nml, it is true they did not 

come away with very many medals, and they did not come away with _-I think, we 

only got the one,was it? One gold medal, and four medals altogether. But, 

the fact is that the level of performance was higher than it was at the previous 

games. :1148 
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MR. ROHE, F.W. I would sugr,est, Mr. Chairman, that when the next r,ames are 

held, the level of performance will" be higher still. I think. 1r~e may 

confidentally look forward, winning is not the important thin~ anyway, but 

nevertheless, for what it is worth, we can confidentally look forward to 

Newfoundland putting on an even better performanc~ as the years go by. 

Now one other point, I suggested to my colleague and I take full credit 

for this, because the idea originated with me, nobody ever suggested it to me. 

I suggeste~ and they have agreed that, we, in Newfoundland should endeavour 

to promote Newfoundland Games in the alternate yea~ in the years between 

the National Games. This would apply to both summer and winter. We are 

hoping that we will have the first of such games in 1972, I think ·1t is our gqal, 

the first of these games will be the sullll!ler of 1972. This is what this vote 

here is for - $75,000 represents the beginning. Of course, the following 

year, if the thins works out all right_, we will hav~ to ask for much more than 

$75,000, becauae,as my hon. friend has pointed out, such things as coaching, 

employing skilled organizers and specialists. After all, we do have to have 

specialists in these fields. We are getting some. We already have a number of 

them engaged at this moment. We have a young fellow,Butler.with his degrees, 

two degrees in Physical Education. We have Gratton Sheeley, who was 

Chairman of the Convention just held at Grand Fal~s, and we have others as well. 

We are employing, utilizing some local talent and we are building up a nucleus 

here of skilled, efficient, well-educated, I mean in a technical sense, well -

educated team of coaches and trainers 

-,; 
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MR. ROWE(F .W.): 

and personell who can supervise the development of youth activities. This 

$75,000. then is designed primarily to promote the concept of the Newfoundland 

games,to he held on alternate years that the national games are held. 

When that item is carried I would like, Mr. Chairman, to revert to the 

one that we let stand.· 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall (06) carry? · 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I wonder why it is the Minister reverts back to 

(OS)? 

MR. CHAIRMA~: Shall we carry (06) first? Carried. 

House that we revert to (05)! 

MR. ROWE: (04), Mr. Chairman. I am sorry. 

· Is it the wish of the 

MR. HICKEY: Well, Mr. Chairman, there are a couple of questions I wanted to 

ask in cbnnection with the recreation centre at Torbay. One, I am aware that 

it is a Provincial recreation centre, however I am wondering if all of the 

people who use the swimming pool go there to learn how to swim or are they 

training swimmers, just what is the situation? The reason for my question, 

Mr. Chairman, is that,while I personally have to coJ1111end Mr. Snow on the 

overall operation,on occasion I have had some people question me as to what 

the situation was at the centre,inasmuch as when some people go there to book 

some time,they find that it is filled,and their criticism is that it is filled 

by people who come from areas where there are swimming pools. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Where there are? 

MR. HICKEY: Where there are swinming pools and,whereas the people in the 

areas where there are not swimning pools,cannot get in. Now I am just 

wondering just what the situation is~ 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I have taken advantage this winter, on occasions, 

normally I swim at the University but there were a number of occasions when I h~

taken advantage of going down,with our director, Mr. Snow,for a swim,and I 

have been able to keep track. I, 1am also a memi.er of the hacbainton club out there, 
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MR. ROWE: ----
which meets twice a week, I do not get there very often,twice a week, but 

nevertheless I do get a chance to see what is going on. I was very happy to 

learn and I was a learner in this because,after all,this has only been under 

my particular jurisdiction for less than a year,but I was very happy to learn 

that the facilities, and this comes back to the point I made earlier about 

making maximum use of facilities. We use the facilities there for training, 

we use it for our legitimate purposes, we being the Division of Youth and 

Recreation. But then there are other periods when it is not in use, notably 

in the evenings and other periods as wellJand we have made it available to 

any other groups, made-the facilities available on a rental basis. For 

example, the badminton club, I am not an officer. I happen only to be a 

member, but the badminton club has 150 members,! am told,.vho rent the gym 

two evenings a week and pays a rent_. I do not know what the rental is but 

the club pay the rental for it and every member who joins pays,! think $15.00 

is the standard membership fee, most of which is paid toward the rent. 

The School for the Deaf, for example, there nearby, next door. they 

utilizes the pool and other groups and organizations are renting the pool and 

other facilities. I am told that groups come from as far away as Harbour Grace 

to use that pool. Now the number of pools around is pretty small. The n1D11ber 

of pools available, I think I am familiar with most of them, but there are not 

too many pools around Conception Bay or on the Southern Shore. 

MR. HICKEY: St. John's, I am referring to St. John's. 

MR. ROWE: Well, I am not aware of that. 

MR. HICKEY: There are more pools in St. John's than there are down East~ 

MR. ROWE: Yes, quite so. Yes, there is a pool in the Nurses Training Centre 

down at the General Rospital, there is one in the Grace Hospital., there is 

a pool out at Littledale and there is a pool at King George V and there is 

a pool over here at Mt. Cashel and there is one bi$ one at the University. 

Come to think of it now you might say the quasi~public pools, there are a 
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MR. ROWE: · • 

number of private pools as well, There are at least two in the area that I 

live in. I do not own one of them but-

MR. HICXKAN: Name dropping again. 

MR. ROWE: It takes time to get those. But I am not aware that there ·are "°v 
MR. HICKEY: I might make a clarification on that, Mr. Chairman, on my question. 

I can make a clarification. 

MR. ROWE: Yes, well I would be glad to. 

MR. HICKEY: I am sure, ,-Sir, that the people who have complained ,whether they 

are learners or whether they are already able to swim, posaib~y they are 

people who are already good swimmers,but the complaint or the criticism is that 

they have difficulty in getting time at that pool, l'hey make a very good 

case for themselves by pointing out,and right~y,so that the time at the pool 

is taken up by people from the large centre,such as St. John's,where there 

are other pools,whereas those people have no facilities but Torbay. I suppose, 

well they could come to St. John's but their complaint is that why should they _ 

pass a Provincial pool and come to the 6ity when in fact the people from the 

city are going down there. I am not sure as to how much validity there·:is in 

this argument or in this complaint,but this is the situation as it is passed 

on to me. 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, on that,the hon. member will be glad to know that 

annually the division advertises and asks for applications for the use of the 

pool, applications on a club or an organizational basis,and these applications 

come in legitimate and they say, "We wish to rent the pool for one hour,twice 

a week," and the director and his people go over the applications and they 

accept them· until all the time is filled up. 

MR. HICKEY: Bow many of a group is required? 

MR. ROWE: I am inf~rmed that the fee is $10.00 an hour and that it would not 

make any difference whether the group was ten or there is a maximum, thirty

five is the maximut11 that is pe-rmitted in any group. 
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MR. HICKEY: What is the minimum? •• 
MR. ROWE: For the group? 

HR. HICKEY: Is there a minimum? 

MR. ROWE: No, there is no mini111U111 at all,but there are not many individuals 

who would be willing to pay $10.00 an hour to go to a pool,especially when 

you have so many other pools available on a much cheaper and perhaps a free 

basis.as well. Mr. Chairman, if that is passed. could we revert to the other 

item that was let stand. 

HR. CHAIRMAN: ls it agreed that we reverttto (04)? Agreed. 

HR. ROWE: I have here, of course,we do not know what the grants - we cannot 

give the list for the present year,1971 1because in most cases the grants have 

not been made and in any case have not been decided on. But I do have a list 

here of the grants for the past year,that is the year that ended on the 31st 

of March,. 1he amounts in most cases, well they range from $100.00. I do not 

see anything less than $100.oo•·up to $1,000. The three pages,as the Committee 

can see, I will be glad to have this circulated,tomorrow we will have it 

photostated,but it takes in, this is only good up until January and since 

January there has been others as well1which is not up-to-date. But as the 

Committee can see there must be one hundred or more there, Old Perlican, Wild 

Bight, Trinity North, well Old Perlican Recreatiqn, Wild Bight Recreation, I 

am not going to read them all but just as a sample,Trinity North Central Hockey, 

Dunville Recreation, Dark Cove Recreation, Bishops Falls Recreation, Badger 

Recreation, Horwood and these amounts are a hundred, two fifty, five hundre.d 

and the maxitnU111 is one thousand. I see Bishops Falls got the maximum and my 

hon. friend will be glad to hear it is one thousand. Springdale got one 

thousand, St. Lawrence got twelve hundred and fifty~ St. Lawrence is the record 

one, Glovertown one thousand, Happy Valley one thousand, Southern Shore Physical 

Recreation, fifteen hundred dollars, Carbone·ar one thousand. Mr. Chairman, 

I will table that information and get it up-to~~date 1and I will table it in 

the next day or ~o. I think perhaps we could let that item carry. 
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MR. HICKF.Y: A question on that, Mr. Chairman. Should that not read, 

"AssociA.tions" and not "Project?" This is where the confusion comes in. It 

says projects. The grant is given to associations, is that not so? 

MR. ROWE: Yes, it is a good point but often they, the full title really should 

be "Miscellaneous Fittness and Recreational J>rojects and Grants to Associations" 

or something of that kind. Probably in another year we can get that,some more 

appropriate title to it. 

MR. CHAIR.~t.f: Shall (04) carry? Carried. 

"MR. RICKEY: Mr. Chairman, (07). Is this the vote, Mr. Chairman, where the 

grants are made to communities for arenas and artifical ice surfaces and so 

on? I am just wondering, would the Minister tell us if it is possible for an 

area,such as a section of my own district, a number of communities within the 

general area,commencing at Logy Bay_ and going down the coastline to Pouch Cove, 

Bauline, on to Portugal Cove, that general area~ Mr. Chairman. Thev have no 

facilities. They have a very well organized hockey league. They have 

recreation associations, most of them~f not all of them ~nd they are very 

anxious to obtain some kind of facilities. I suggested~to a number of people 

who talked to me about it,that they get together with representatives from 

their various communities, form themselves into an association. I wondering, 

Mr. Chairman, if this wemdone,would they qualify for assistance under this 

vote, under this programme? 

MR. ROWE: ls that community incorporated? 

MR. HICKEY: Are they incorporated? No, one of them is incorporated, 

Mr. Chairman!.'t'ha community of Pouch Cove has been incorporated recently. But 

it is my understanding, at least the Minister tells us, _ told us earlier>that 

as long as there is a recognized organization,then surely they are not limit 

those funds, to coT11111unities where there are town councils or community councils., 

Surely ·a ·-well organized recreation association or a stadium commission or an 

arena commission or whatever you want to call it, they are as legitimate as 

the community councils. Some of them even more so,because they have worked 
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MR. HICKEY: 

for years and years for their communities,without any remuneration,and are very 

dedicated people. I do not see where they would be disqualified because there 

is no town council. 

My question is;will they qualify if they band together? 

MR. ROWE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it just occurred to me how important it is 

and I am sure every member will run up against this,if he has not already 

done so, how important it ·is that members have this inclination at their 

disposal. So I requested our director to make copies of the regulations 

and to send them to all members of the House,because we should have them in 

our file. I go to my district and people of Millertown come to me or I will 

be going to Gull Pond,the next time I go out~and I am sure the people of 

Gull Pond will be speaking to me on some matter pertaining to this, The 

answer to my hon. friend,'s,·queetion is this, basically this programme is 

designed for realistic concentrations of population. We like to have three 

thousand people within a reasonable area, not necessarily in the one town or 

the one co111111unity. If you insisted on that, that is that there be three 

thousand people in the one conmunity,then the whole of Trinity South could 

never qualify for any kind of help and the whole of the Southern Shore. I do 

not think from the Goulds down to Trepassey there is one community with three 

thousand people in it. 

But,in this day and age,we do not all have to live in the one 

municipality to take advantage of facilities, After all fifteen or twenty 

miles is only a reasonable, I suppose there are literally hundreds of peopleJ 
--

every night of their lives,driving from Conception Bay in here to go to a 

movie, twenty miles or twenty-five miles,or to 90 to the stadium. Well, that 

is one criterion, a reasonable population. Another one, of course, is 

financial responsibility to meet their expenses,and this is where the town 

council or the municipal incorporation comes-in.because we have insisted 

that these municipal councils shall be on the back of all the recreational 
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MR. ROWE: 

commissions. The one 1 mentioned for Windsor, the town of Windsor, that 

recreation committee is a creature,and I do not use that in the derogatory 

sense, is a creature of the town council of Windsor. The town council of 

Windsor will undertake the financing or at least will be on the back of the 

financing. 

Where a proje.ct has been approved,we can give seventy-five per-cent 

of the capital cost for the project and the equipment in it and,if there is 

a population large enough in that area to justify the erection of an arena, 

if its feasibility can be justified,(and we have a cOllllittee which studies 

these 
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applications) -then there is no.reason why that particular group of 

communities could not qualify. As a matter of fact, I do not mtnd 

telling the hon. gentleman, it is public any:way 7 I think, that we have 

had two visits from, not from a community but from groups of communities, 

One of them was from Trinity South, Whitbourne, Dildo area of Trinity 

South,and the other was the outside part. They both, as it happened; 

were from Trinity South, one for the upp~r part, the Whitbourne end 

the other for the Old Perlican end, where you would have, in each case 

you would have seven or eight thousand people. There are a half dozen 

communities involved, There is nothing, as I told them, nothing at all 

to prevent the people of1 say, the New Melbourne• Hants Harbour,-- Old 

Perlican area jrom banding together~ The important thing is (1) is a 

population, (2) is an organization. There has to be a community or a 

regional organization. If these things are done, then they can demonstrate 

financial responsibility. That is they have _to raise their share, twenty-

five per cent. Or at least if they do not have cash in hand, they would 

have to have it in a manner which is acceptable to a bank or to a 

financial institution, If thes~ things are present, then there is nothing 

to prevent. them, that community or that group of communities,from 

qualifying under our capital works programme. 

MR.HICKEY: Mr, Chairman, I would like to thank the hon. minister for 

the infonnation. l would like to point out to him .. that I am sure he 

will have an application very soon from this particular area. IE:sofar 

as the population i,s concerned, ·the coaaunity of Torbay in_itse;f qualifies, 

because there is close to 4,000 people there, alone, ' There are 2,000 in 

Pouch Cove. We are talking about over 8,000 people in that general 

area. Certainly there should be no problem in this connection. Insofar 

as the responsibilities of,the financial responsibility~ I do not see~ 

the Town Council being incorporated and taking the responsibility for a 

loan from Government,. than a recreation of qualified, r_ecognized recreation -
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MR.ROWE: Tliere is no loan from Government involved. There would not 

be any loan. 

~IR.HICKI.:Y: Well there ,:.,ould be a grant. 

MR.ROWE: A grant, yes, 

HR.HICKEY: \~ell thei:e ,:.,ill be money borrowed,because they have to raise 

money for the other t rh·enty-five per cer, c. 

HR.ROWE: One wa y or the other, yes. 

MR .HICKEY: TLare would be no difference in a ,;uarantee from a recognized 

organization,such as the recreation association, - oecause most of those 

are incorporated 0 -any more than there would be from a community council 

or tolilIJ council. 

MR.COLLI NS: Mr. Chainnan, the Gander Recreation Committee, Commission or 

Town Conncil 1whatever body we would like to refer to,have received a 

grant I think to the amount of $180,000 towards .a stadium which was 

built during the year, at a cost of about $350,000. That is the 

maximum that could be received for any particular project, I believe. 

Has the Minister received an application from the Conmission for a 

grant-in-aid of the parks and playgrounds which is a baseball park, 

minor and senior, football pitch and tennis court,and so on and so forth, 

which has leen established in ;he town 1at a cost of approximately $200,0001 

during the past few years. lias there been an application received f .or 

that? If there has,what is the status of it? 

MR.ROWE: Well, the director informs me that there is no application· 

up to the time that he left St. John's1 on last Thursday morning•I think 

it was. He just got back today. There may be an application on his desk, 

May I say this though, that the maximum that any community or any group 

of communities could qualify for is $180,000. It is seventy-five per 

cent of $200,000 - well in practise for a conununity,because after all 

you could have one community gobble up all the money we could vote 

here. St. John's could have enough proj ~cts in,there would be nothing 

left for Happy Valley or St. Anthony or, :Jerish the thought., for Grand Palls 

or Windsor. ~158 
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The thing is that we can give seventy-five per cent 1 up to $150,000 1 

for the project itself and seventy-five per cent,up to $30,000,for 

equipment. Equipment would include, for example: an artificial -

the refrigeration or the heating system or anything clif that kind, the 

heating system, the pool, refrigeration in a stadium 1in an ice hockey 

area. In other words,a community can qualify for $180,0001 provided it 

raises its share of that 1which would be another $60,000. For a ~ommunity 

to qualify for the maximum $180,000 it would have to raise $60,000. As I 

say,the raise then would not necessary be the cash right in the hand there. 

A guarantee from the bank that the bank would give them the money in six 

months time or ::s they want to draw on it would be acceptable to us of 

course. 

MR.CHAIRi-1./u~: Shall 07 carry? 03-01, 02, carried. 

MR.EARLE: Mr. Chairman, this covers the 4-H Clubs. I would like to 

have some information from the Minister just what this organization is 

at the moment, what director or staff they have and just what they dol' 

All it seems to me that the 4-H Division, while a very worthy little 

division of the Department of Education1 was a bit of an orphan insofar as -

nobody seems to want to have it as a project and one time,! think it was 

going to be transferred to Community and Social Development or something. 

They were a very worthy group. I wonder if they have made progress or 

have they gone down hill or do they have any staff or what are they 

doing? I haw not peard much about them lately except occasionally you 

see in the newspaper that some young person goes to the annual meeting 

somewhere or other. Are they being phased out or are they being encouraged 

or just what is the situation for the 4-1-11 

MR.ROWE: Hr. Chairman, my hon. friend is correct when he says that 

there is some evidence that this agency has been sort of an orphan of the 

storm. It was founded, started when I was ~inister of Education previously, 
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I think it was started hy Dr. (?'Neil, i..·.io at that time was director of 

Adult Education. It had a very rapid groi..•th. It has met a very real 

need in certain parts cf the Province. A year or two ago it ,;,as 

transferred to Connnunity and Social Development. Then the decision 

was lilade that that department i..·ould not be anything except a planning 

department. If you are going to stick to that,then it had to be 

transferred to another department. Advantage was taken of the fact 

that Recreatior, and Physical F Ltness was being transferred to Education, 

to bring the 4-H Club back and to pla..:e it under that or in that division. 

At the present time there are probably fifty groups or clubs around 

the Province. They have a total of 800 members. Mr. Snow informs me 

that it is going up towards 1,000 now. We have had some resignations, 

'Ibis is understandable. 

You get young people in, working in the 4-H Club movement,and it is a 

sort of a dead-end for them. After all you have a field worker. A young 

woman twenty-five years old qomes on as a field worker there She is 

getting a salary of "x" dollars a year. There is nothing beyond that in 

the 4-H Clubs. So the pattern then is that they resign,After a year or 

two or three years they resign and go on somewhere else. We have had a 

number of the~e resignations in recent months. Happily we are in a 

position to fill them. We are advertising right now to fill them. 

We also have authority, I am pleased to report,to recruit additional 

staff. We intend to open up centres• you could call it that - district 

offices in a number of other parts of the Province, Over in the Stephenville 

area, in the Burin Peninsula, in the Northern Peninsula and in Labrador. 

These are the centres we are going to open up. The fact is that this 

4-H Club movement can do a tremendous amount of good. I had the 

opportunity last 1ear of attending their ~onvention in Clarenville. These 

young peopel were very impressive. Believe me, they were very 

impressive. Obviously, when you get a young girl from Cormack, a fifteen 

year old girl,who can stand up and give an extemporaneous speech for ten 
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minutes, in complete self-posse~sion, and can talk about a wide range 

of activities, obviously she has benefitted from participation in this 

4-ll Club movement. It is providin)j leadership, • lot of leadership 

in areas where such leadership is needed. The important thing is that 

this work now we hope will be expanded more than it has been possible 

during the past year or so, 

MR.EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I am delighted to ;-iear that they are still 

active and progressing. My experience with them1 they are a delightful 

group, I am surprised that it is sort of a dead-end occupation because 

it seems to me that the very fine quality and type of person that they 

had engaged in this sort of activity could very well be an asset to 

any Department of Pmysical Fitness and Youth. 

~!R.ROWE: I only meant within the 4-U Club itself -

HR.EARLi::: But, I am asking this question - I am wondering why now,with 

the new setup,that these people cannot be encouraged to stay and go on? 

Because those that I knew in the organization could be invaluable. They 

have had experience in organizing in the outpor_ts. They did,as the Hinister 

said, excellent work. I notice that the Minister of Social Services 

and Rehabilitation suggested that the member for St. John's West join it. 

I should think he might join himself because their initial •~" is all 

heart. He is reported to have all heart but not much head,so perhaps 

it might do him a lot of good. This would be an excellent undertaking 

particularly if we get the hon. member interested. I am delighted to 

hear that it is no.t now an orphan. It is not forgotten and I hope that 

the department can retain these people and use them later on in different 

activities. 

HR.COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I was connected with the Boys Scouts Association 

of Newfoundland for some years, in Gander ··,11th the groups there. Certainly 

the Boys Scouts have done a good job.They.are sponsored by the va%ious 

churches and service clubs and so on. I ~nderstand that the provincial 
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association have submitted a brief" to Governr.ient ·requesting some little 

financial assistance. I am not sure if it would be in this department 

or not, If it is not in the Minister's department,probably he could tell 

me which department it might h:ivc gone to. 

MR.ROWE: What was the organization? 

MR.COLLI~S: The Boys Scouts. 

MR.ROWE: The Boys Scouts, ~e give them a g'-ant. We do.I thought I 

mentioned it earlier. We do give grants to the Boys Scouts and Girl 

Guides. 

MR.COLLINS: Not mentioned here. 

MR.ROWE: It is under that vote earlier, the Grants,Youth Organization~ 

668-02-03. $125,000. 

MR.CULLINS: What was the amount to the provincial association? 

}IR.ROWE: $J:i00. 

}IR.COLLINS: How much did they ask for? 

MR.ROWE: I am informed that it is just an annual grant we give them 

and they do not make - you know it.is a standard routine ~bing - I am 

not aware that they have asked for any special amount. 

MR.COLLINS: They did submit a very good brief to Government,pointing out 

the needs for additional assistance this year. Has the Xinister seen 

the brief? 

MR.ROWE: I am informed that a formal application has come in this year 

for an increase. That will be examined,of course. 

MR.COLLINS: No decision has been taken yet. 

MR.ROWE: No. 

MR. COLLINS: I would like to appeal to the Minister to really give this 

very serious consideration because the Boys Scout Movement is a movement 

which is growinF: and it is certainly doing a lot for young boys in Cubs 

and a great deal for boys in Scouts and Adventurers Groups. Certainly 

it is a real good programme, a programme worthy of every assistance which 
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we can give them. As I said,~ would appeal to the Minister to take 

a very good look at that and see if he cannot increase the grant to them. 

MR. ROWI:: I will be glad to do that, Mr. Chairman. 

MR.EARL!:: I should like,Mr. Chairman, to support my friend from Gander, 

who s ·poke as a former scoutmaster, who at one time wore a kilt, 
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MR. EARLE: believe it or not, the St Andrew's Group in St John's. 

MR NEARY: The hon. member knows nothing about it. 

MR EARLE: That is a very fine set of knees, incidentally. 

PK - 1 

I do think that the Boy Scout :•tovement,as compared with other cadet 

movements,is considered an orphan of the storrn,because the cadet movement 

still gets very substantial federal aid. They get a lot in the way of 

uniform allowances and so on, whereas the Boy Scouts is an organization 

that very often carries its own weight. It is very reticent about approaching 

the public for money and this is one organization which could benefit 

greatly from some attention from the Department. I think the member from 

Gander has made a very good point indeed, because they are an organization 

that get,~er~ very little public support, yet they do a tremendous amount 

of good. 

669-01: 

NR EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I am delighted that this School for the Deaf has 

come under the right heading at last. It used to be under the Department of 

Welfare. It was one of the functions of that department, when I was minister, 

that I was most interested in. It was very heart-rendering and appealing 

to me 0 It is one of the most fascinating jobs that I ever saw done. I always 

fel~n spite of the fact that it came under me, as Minister of Welfare, that 

its proper place was in Education, because, it was truly an educational 

effort. Anyone,to understand what is being done at the School for the Deaf, 

should visit and see what goes on there, because,as I said earlier, it is 

a very heart•rendering and appealing operation. 

I am wondering if the minister when he comments on this, if he could advise 

what progress they have made,since the last few years,on taking pre-school 

children into this school. Because all of the trained people,that I came•into 

contact with in the School for the Deaf,told me that. the essential part of 

this, the success of this was to get these children at a very young age, pre

school age children, where they can start to ~~earn the functions which are 

necessary to a deaf child before it starts any kind of formal education of 

any kind. To see the children in there,who ntarted at a very young age 

compared with those who started perhaps when they were ei~ht, nine, ten or 

eleven years,the progress was so remarkably different that it was absolutely 
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MR. F.ARLE: obvious that the school should start children at a very, very 

younr, arc. · "' 

They have the dormitory facilities,which I presume they still have at 

Torbay Airport. It was more of a home atmosphere than a school. I hope 

that it is still traintaining that atmosphere in there. I would be interested 

to hear from the minister, particularly as to whether or not the effort is 

p,rowin~, if the ntll!lber of deaf children they are taking in has increased 

and whether or not they have been able total~. in children at a pre-school 

ap;e? 

MR. ROl:E. F.W. Nr . Chairman, the committee is aware.I am sure,that this is 

the first time this particular service has been under the Department of 

Education. Actually, it has only come under us within the last few weeks. 

To be quite honest,none of us, I am sure I will speak for my officers as 

well, have had an opportunity to familiarize ourselves with this particular 

piece of work. 

I would say this,and then I am going to ask my hon. colleague, who is 

familiar with it, has been for a couple of years, if he would answer the 

questions asked by the hon. member for Fortune Bay. I would say this;that 

the principle of placing the School for the Deaf and the education of deaf 

children and the education of blind children,as w~ll, under the Department 

of Education is,in my view,an entirely valid one. I have never been happy, 

when I was ~'inister of Public Welfare, when I was Deputy Minister of Public 

Welfare, I was not happy over the fact that that Department had responsibility 

for educating deaf children and blind children and, indeed, for educating 

other children as well,including neglected children. 

At that time,when I suggested it should b,e transferred to Education, the 

objection was that Ottawa would not help us in the Field of Education. Ottawa 

could help in Welfare but kept strickly out of Education; and we would be 

giving up a very sizable Federal contribution. I think it amounts to fifty 

percent, (does it not?J of the education of these groups of children .. if we 

at that time had transferred it to Education. That obstacle no longer obtains 

and I am very happy to see, although it does not mean anything to me personally, 

except,whilc I am minister, a little more wor~ and responsibility, but I am 

3165 



Hay 10, 1971 Tape 584 (night) PK - 3 

MR. ROWE, F.W. happy to see this come under the Department of Education. 

I have to report to the committee, Mr. Chairman, that through an error in 

( I do not know, a slip-up somewhere) the Dilvision of Blind Education 

was not transferred. It is still shown under Social Services and 

Rehabilitation. It is still shown under the Department of Public Welfare. 

It should be transferred there, I think, Hr. Chairman, while I am on 

that topic I mip;ht suggest that we would not deal with it at all tonight 

but when we come to that sub-head, under the De~Rrtment of Social Services and 

Rehabilitation 1 that motion be entertained then to have it transferred to 

the Department of Education. Would that be in order, Hr. Chairman? 

Inaudible. 

MR. ROt\TE ,,~ If you will do that. It would mean, of course,having to alter 

the total for this department, but I think that is no serious obstacle at all. 

We 1:ould adopt this total here and,when we come to the other department, 

we could then have a motion to revert back to this particular department. 

I wonder if my hon. friend would comment,in reply to the points raised 

by the hon. member for Fortune nay. 

MR. S.A. !IF.ARY: Yes, ,Mr. Chairman, one of the happiest moments I suppose 

that I had since I became ~'.inister of Social Services and Rehabilitation was 

opening a school at Virginia Waters, I think . it '!.as the former Anglican 

School1 for pre-school deaf children. It has been operating now for just 

about a year, very successful, 100d teacher 1 A very competent teacher. 

It has been a tremendous success. 

We also, Mr. Chairman, have been able to provide hearing aids for 

pre-school children. In 1968-69, forty-one hearing aids were purchased,at 

a cost of $6,272. Thirty-one of them were delivered to pre-school children. 

Of course, the remaining hearing aids were kept in stock.So we have been 

stepping up the services, the education of pre-school children, especially 

with the opening of the new school at Viq?inia l-'aters. 

On motion items 669 to 669-03-07 carried. 

HR. EARLF': 08 - Auditory Training Equipment '.1nd Supplies, Mr. Chairman, 

I notice that the vote has been cut practically_ in half this year. It is 

$5600 against $10,400 last year. I believe that is the equipment to which 
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NR. EARLE: the hon. Minister of Social Services was referring. It seems, 

although we may have picked up some. •ast year, are ~e going to discontinue 

or cut dot-m it th.:.., cor.iing year? Surely, there must be a need for just 

as much equipment? 

l·fR. NEARY: No, the hearing-aids that I mentioned before, Mr. Chairman, were 

hearing-aids for pre-school deaf children. 

MR. EARLE: What are these? 

MR. NEARY: These are hearin~aids for the School for the Deaf at Torbay, 

hearing.aids, receivers, batteries, cords, rnicrop:~ones, hoods for heaving 

aids, pocket clips and hearing-aids and repairs to hearing-aids, that is 

at the School for the Deaf at Torbay. It is a regular school. 

HR. EARLE: Why has it been so reduced? 

HR. NF.ARY: Let me see, 67-68, 70-71 was $11,000. 

MR. ROWE, F.W. Well most of us have to buy them. 

HR. NEARY: Actually it has been up, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. EARLE: $560o·against $10,400. 

HR. NF.ARY: Well, I would assume that they have enough on hand, Mr. Chairman . 

HR. ROWE, F.W. This obviously is not a vote that would have to be 

duplicated every year. If you have fifty,for argument sake, fifty children 

in the School for the Deaf and you provide that fifty this year with audio 

aids, then,quite obviouslY, you do not have to find another fifty the following 

year. Some would give out or wear out or break down, the new children 

coming in would need them, but I would not think you would need to keep on 

repeating, duplicating the initial vote every year, . except, perhaps some 

year when you had to replace the major amount of equipment. 

MR. T. HICKEY: Before we pass this vote-

MR. ROWE, F,W. Which vote is that? 

MR. T. HICKEY: The School for the Deaf. I would like to raise a point that 

I have raised each year, the past four years. I am not sure if it was in 

connection with the School for the Deaf in the beginning, but certainly for 

the last number of years my main concern in lringing it to the attention of 

the llouse, primarly because of the School for the Deaf located in that area, 

and that is a matter of fire protection. There is no fire protection, Mr. 
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}1R. HICKEY: ------ Chairman, There is. no fire station in that area after twelve 

o'clock, after twelve midnir,ht. 1· :m advised that :·even during the day, 

the crash station at Torbay will respond to a. call only if they are called. 

Primarly the responsibility rests with the City of St. John's,to provide 

fire protection. 

?!r. Chairman, this is the most ridiculous and stupid situation that could 

ever exist anywhere. It is beyond me to understand why Government have ignored 

it year after year,despite the fact that it has ~een brought to the attention 

of the Government. Despite the fact, as I have said, for a number of years 

I have pointed out the necessity for fire protection, the dangers involved 

with regards to loss of life, possible loss of life more especially, Mr. 

Chairman, because of the nature of this school, the School for the Deaf. 

Certainly, Mr. Chairman, one does not have to explain any furthe~.The message 

must obviously r.et across to everyone about the various risks that are 

involved in housing deaf children. 

Surely the chances of loss of life in terms of this type of institution 

is greater than any normal type institution. That fire station is just a few 

blocks away. It closes at midniF;ht. There are various other forms of 

justification for that station to be opened. If I were 
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MR. HICKEY. 

permitted under this heading. I go into them. I have gone into them year 

after year. I will just cite one other,to give the hon. minister some idea 

of what I am talking about. There is one particular flight that comes in 

every Tuesday at 4 a.m., an international flight, a jet aircrait. That is 

a scheduled flight, Mr. Chairman. The only reason that there is fire protection 

there,because the airport personnel are aware tha t that flight is coming in. 

Five men are on duty at that time instead of eight. We save some money. The 

Department of Transport saves some money. But the rate of unemployment as it is, 

Mr. Chairman, it is surprising why this Government sits by and sees the 

potential of eight to ten, maybe fifteen jobs go by the board. There is no 

justification for this fire department being closed at midnight. There is none. 

A similar station at Pleasantville is open. The only reason it is open, 

Mr. Chairman, because of the number of buildings that are located in that 

area - occupied, Those people at Pleasantville need protection, 

certainly. But, Mr. Chairman, if the people at Pleasantville are in need of 

fire protection after midnight, when in fact they are much closer to the city 

fire department, how can anyone justify why the School for the Deaf is not 

. in need of fire protection, some six to seven miles away? Who can possibly 

justify this situation? 

Kr. Chairman, I do notwant to sound like an alarmist. I have sounded 

off ,aa I have said,for some three to four years, when I say - I hope 

that the people on that side of the House,and particularly the people at the 

Department of Transpor~,can rest and have a clear conscience when five, ten 

or fifteen or maybe more of those deaf children are burnt to death. Far be it 

frarme to even think of that. I have gone beyond, Mr. Chairman. I cannot 

impress upon this Government any more than I have,consistently each and every 

year,for this matter to be recognized. My words have fallen on deaf ears. 

Over and above the other ways, the opening of this fire department from 12:00 to 

8:00 a.m., over and above the other ways it can be justified, Surely, is this 

not justification enough? I would suggest that the hon. minister possibly write the 
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hon. Mr. Jamieson and ask him why he ~ould permit a fire department to be 

closed down at midnight,in his own home Province,for the sake of saving 

a few dollars? Is he so gullible as to listen to some people, some of our 

own Newfoundlanders who are so interested in saving those few dollars? It is 

just too ridiculous,Mr. Chairman,to even talk about it. Yet it has gone on. 

It continues to go on. I hope that I am not around when there is loss of life at 

that school. I will take no pride in saying that I warned you five, six or 

ten times. Mr. Chairman, there have been fire there. There has been at least 

one. that I know of,in the night. What a pleasant situation it is to see a fire 

truck race down the Torbay Road. We are a little better off now because we 

have a fire station here on Portugal Cove Road,by Holiday Inn. Yes, Mr. Chairman, 

surely the one on Portugal Cove Road would answer or would respond to a call 

from Torbay. Why should they,Mr. Chairman? Why should either one of them have 

to respond to a call at Torbay, when there is a fire department right there, 

when there is fire equipment in that station to fight a structural fire? Over 

and above that, Mr. Chairman, over and above this matter of a sprinkler system; 

surely, Mr. Chairman there are sprinkler systems in the buildings at Pleasantville, 

There are sprinkler systems in office buildings. There are sprinkler systems down 

there~ Well in some of them there are. 

Mr. Chairman, if we want to.question the justification for the station 

being open~that is going to be a very interesting exercise. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Who is the member for that riding? 

MR. HICKEY: Who is the member for the riding? If there is any loss of life, 

you will damn soon find Out who the member is. He has done his part. 

MR , COLLINS: It is not Mr. O'Keefe. 

MR. HICKEY: When Mr. O'Keefe was a member, he was sitting on Government side . 

Who is the present member of Parliament? He cannot break any arms, any more than I 

can break the arms of hon. gentlemen on that sid~. Have I not done my part in this 

House? The hon, minister has sat in this House and probably has been so tired 

and weary of listening to me on this eubject,year after year after year. My counter-
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party in Ottawa has been doing the same thing. He has made as much 

progress on that as I have made. Maybe it is because of inflation - the 

inflation situation or maybe it is Mr. Trudeau's just society that he brags 

about. He will get his just society all right. Now, Mr. Chairman, there is 

a very important comparison to be made,before I conclude on this matter. 

Over and above what I have mentioned about the aircraft landing and the 

unemployment, the j 0bs that could have been creatt d, forget all of that, ~here 

is a very strong case to be made for that. I have all the information 

here, We can get to that at another date. Let us just look at the two 

situations,at Pleasantville and Torbay, We are dealing with two fire 

stations which are primarily the responsibility of the Federal Department of 

Transport or Public Works. It is one or the other. I belive possibly one 

is the Department of Transport and the other is Public Works. We have 

people renting apartments down there at Pleasantville, my own constituents. 

There are office buildings down there. The frovince, as I understand it, 

owns some of them, The Federal Government owns the others. We have almost 

a similar situation in Torbay, Down ,here1 Mr. Chairman,in Pleasantville, the 

Government have seen fit to ensure that that fire station is kept open and 

operating on a twenty-four hour basis. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! I think we are on 09,and 09 has nothing to 

do with fire fighting. 

MR. HICKEY: But 09 what? Transfers from other departments? 

MR, CHAIRMAN: No. It is 669-03-09. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry, I thought we were about to finish on 

the School for the Deaf. If the Chairman,will permit, I will just finish -

otherwise I will have to finish at,, 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): I was under the same, apparently,misapprehension. I 

thou~ht that we were on the total for the School for the Deaf. For my part, 

Hr. Chairman, if we had passed, I would be quite happy to revert to the item so 

that the hon. gentlemen could finish the point:s he was making. 
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MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, to finish up, I will just make a comparison 

of thP situation at Pleasantville verses Torbay. Either the Federal 

Government,and I believe it is an agreement between the Federal Government 

and the Provincial Government, as a result of this agreement that fire 

station is open and kept on a twenty-four hours basis. It is rightly so 

Mr. Chairman - ri~htly so. The situation at Torbay is even more serious. 

The area now is much more heavily populated than ever before, since the phase 

out of the R. C. A. F., the U.S.A.F. There is hardly a building in there 

now that is vacant, at least vacant for the twenty-four hours. There are business 

people located in there. Over and above that, Mr. Chairman, the School for 

the Deaf is there, which is the most important one of all. Nothing has been 

done - no effort whatever has been made,as far as I can determine and I have 

inquired time after time, no effort has been made to keep this fire station 

open. 

Now, Mr. ChaiT'lltail, it certainly would not require near as much money 

as the Federal Government have spent in maintaining the one at Pleasantville, 

becaURe,really, they entered into an agreement with the Province to maintain 

that fire department on a twentv-four hour basis. All I am asking is 

the hours of operation of the Torbay Bay crash station be extended from 12 midnight 

to 8 a.m., because they are already open. 

MR. ROWE (F.W.): Another shift? 

MR. HICKEY: Three shifts or two shifts. They are already there sixteen 

boors. All I ask is that it be continued or that the operation continue 

from 12 midnight to 8 a.m. There are a few extra jobs involved, 

Mr. Chairman. People who have property in that area certainly will feel 

much safer. As I have said and repeated so many times, over and above all of 

this, all of us can relax and feel much safer when we know that those children 

have some protection,right around the corner,should there be a fire. 

There is no other way, Mr. Chairman. I am at a lost to make any 

stronger a case or to implore the minister in any other way to investigate 

this matter and to add his support to what I hr.re said,so that this fire station 

can be operated on a twenty-four hour basis. 
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MR. ROWE (F.W.): Mr. Chairman, the points that my hon. friend has 

made with regard to that area. I think are well taken. I have had this 

matter looked into myself tentatively and in fact I am familiar personally 

with some of the facilities and operations out in that area. Every precaution, 

I have to say this in fairness to our own Department of Public Works and 

to the department which has been administering the School for the lleaf,that· 

every reasonable precaution has been taken to ensure the safety of that 

building. In. addition to the fire extinguishers ,wriich are there at strategic 

points. strategic spots in the building (they are visible to anybody) a 

sprinkler system has been installed there, an automatic sprinkler. system~which 

would come on in -the event of fire developing and should certainly be able to 

~·tard the fire sufficiently to permit the safe 
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MR. ROWE(F.W.): 

egress of the children or anyone else occupying the building. Now we do have 

to recognize the point made that these are not ordinary children. On the 

other hand,I think we should say in the same breath that,while they are not 

ordinary children in the sense that they do not have their hearing and in most 

cases, of course, they cannot speak, not intelligibly to other people1 yet 

they are not sub-normal children. I think most hon. members are aware of 

the fact that very often children who have a deficiency or a defect of that 

nature, a physical defect,they seem to have their other faculties even better 

developed than normal children. A blind person's hearing, for example, is 

usually more acute than is that of a sighted person and the eyes1ght of most 

deaf children, at least their visual acuity seems to be keener than that of 

children who have the faculty, of hearing,and these children are pretty bright 

and a pretty responsive lot. 

Having said that,we do have to recognize that they have this disability 

which makes it more difficult. This is why there is a sign up there, as you 

go in there saying, "Deaf children, watch out for deaf children. Speed limit 

10 miles an hour,'' the reason for that is very obvious,of course,because 

a child walking in there is not going to hear, at least he may see a car better 

than a normal person would but he is not going to hear it,if he happens to be 

back on to the approaching vehicle·. 

The other thing that I would point out is that that institution has 

twenty-four hour service of security guards and I would say that this is a 

good service. I have seen these men in operation myself.at different hours 

of the day and night and they seem to be very conscientious men,and that 

service, I think, is as good as we can expect, The fourth thing I would say 

is that, and I am not trying to apologize and I am not trying to alibi in this 

matter at all, but the truth is that there are a lot of institutions in 

Newfoundland that are four, five or six miles away from a fire-fighting service. 

Now obviously the nearer you can have an institution to a fire-fighting service 

3174 



May 10th, 1971 Tape 586(Night) JM - 2 

MR. ROWE: •• 
the better it is,but there are institutions that are not near. For many, 

many years we had our sanatorium and our mental hospital and other institutions 

in the West end of St. John's 

!-m. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWF.: I can see the point and I am sure,if I were in the hon. gentleman's 

shoes I would be makinp; the same point. But I have estimated this, my hon. 

friend will be interested in this; I have frequently left this building and 

gone,without breaking the speed laws, to the Torbay Recreational Centre and 

the School for the Deatwhich are within a few feet of each other,and normally 

it takes me ten minutes,keeping within the speed lilllit and allowing for traffic 

intereference. You can go out here by the Holiday Inn and take the 

Torbay Road and go on out and be there within ten minutes,and I inferred from 

that that the fire station here on Portugal Cove Road could be at that School 

for the Deaf within four or five minutes of a warning. 

AN RON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE: Well, I do not know. I have gone out there 1in the winter a good 

many times,in ten minutes and the director, Mr. Snow, and I have reason to 

know this,because we had a specific reason for knowing that. We have left 

here many times in the winter and gone out there 

AN RON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE: Well, I know there are exceptional circumstances,and we have to 

admit that. The other thing that I would say,and I am not in any way trying 

to nullify the ar~ments brought out by my hon. friend, ~he other thing I 

would say is this,that I would be very glad to discuss this matter further 

with my colleague, the Minister of Justice, under whose jurisdiction fire 

fightinz services in the St. John's area come. I will have a talk with him. 

I do not need to repeat what has already been stated in fact,that this 

particular fire station at Torbay is not a Provincial Government service nor 

is it a municipal service. It is a service belonging to the Government of 
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Canada operated, I understand, by the Department of Transport. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

JM - 3 

MR. ROWE: Well, I was not aware of that. I do not know. I was under the 

impression that the one at Pleasantville probably came under oar St. John's 

Fire Department. 

MR. HICKEY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE: Yes, I was under the impression that the one at Pleasantville is 

now under the St. John's Fire Department,whereas the one at Torbay is under 

the Department of Transport. I think that is immaterial. 

MR. HICKEY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE: I think that is probably immaterial at this point. The point is 

that there is this facility there at Torbay. It is being operated now for 

sixteen hours a day. My hon. friend thinks and says that it should be operated 

for twenty-four hours a day,and I would be very happy to discuss this matter 

further with my colleague who is responsible for fire service. 

MR. HICKEY: Fire protection at Fort Pepperrell, $125,000. 

MR. ROWE: Yes, it is carried under the Department of Justice. 

MR. HICKEY: Well, it is recent because it was a Federal Provincial agreement. 

MR. ROWE: Yes, the points that my hon. friend has made here will be 

taken. I should say just one final word on this matter that,no matter what 

precautions are taken,when you have an institution there is always a possibility 

of loss of life. I think that should be said~in fairness. We saw examples 

in this city some years ago,in the 1940's,where institutions, the Hull Home, 

for example, within a few yards of a fire station,caught fire and there was 

a heavy loss of life. We know of other examples as well. No matter what 

precautions are taken.there can be a loss of life. It is our duty to try to 

minimize that possibility as much as possible,and that point, I think, is 

well taken. I would be very happy to discuss that.further with my colleague. 

Ori motion, Newfoundland School for the Deaf (669) carried. 
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On motion, Research Division C.70), carried. ~ 

On motion, Block Provision: Canada Pension Plan, carried. 

Or motion, Block Provision: Salary Adjustments, carried. 

On motion, Total: Department of Education and Youth, carried. 

JM - l, 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, the House leader is unavoidably absent tonight and~ 

therefore,he cannot be here with us to handle his department's estimates. However., 

before he left he suggested that I would act i~ ;fs ,stead and recommend to the 

Committee that we would begin examination of Head Vlll - Mines, Agriculture 

and Resources. I understand that my hon. colleague is in a position to 

discuss these estimates. 

MINES, AGRICULTURE A.~D RESOURCES - 801(01): 

MR. CALLAHAN: Mr. Chairman, I would hate to disappoint the ' hon. gentleman. 

We enjoyed ourselves for about four and one.half days last year.but going down 

in the elevator this morning the hon. the member for St. John's West suggested 

to me that it would not take more than an hour this year,and I thought,if I 

got up very quickly we might finish in time to get out a little before eleven 

o'clock. 

Mr. Chairman, if the Committee will look at the total under Head Vlll~ 

the Committee will find that the total estimates for the Department of Mines, 

Agriculture and Resources are almost double the revised estimates for last 

year,which are slightly below the amount,in fact,voted by I think about 

$45,000. or $46,000. and the increase in the total vote requested, Mr. Chairman, 

derives principally, I think, from two sources. One being the requirement 

for capital funds for the establishment of a number of agricultural facilities 

around the Province and the other being,generally speaking,increase~ staff, 

due to reorganf.zation of the Division of Agriculture and Food, to summary 

organization in the Division of Crown Lands and Surveys, to the inaugeration 

of the Newfoundland Marketing Board and to the acquisition of staff in the 

Clean Air, Water and Soil Authorities. There maybe other areas but these I 

think are the principal areas which, in fact,contribute to the increase in 
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MR. CALLAHAN: • 
the estimates. 

Mr. Chairman, the Department of Mines, Agriculture and Resources 

includes in the Mines Division,the Mines branch, the Division of Mineral 

Resources, the Division of Mines Inspection and the Division of Crown Lands 

and Surveys1in the Agriculture and Food branch 1aside from the Agriculture 

Division itself, the Newfoundland Marketing Board and the overseerahip of 

the various co-operatives in the Province; in the Resource branch; the 

Newfoundland Forest service-and the Newfoundland Wildlife Service,with the 

Newfoundland Provincial Park service having been transferred,as the estimates 

will show,as of April 1 this year,to the Department of Economic Development. 

The reason for that,! think, is twofold. In the first instance 1the Provincial 

Parks, once the areas have been selected and once the parks have been built 

and brought into operation,then become in a sense a commercial proposition. 

Ve are more involved 1in the department,in basic resource management, I 

think, or at least tended to be, than in actual commercial operations. 

The other aspect of the matter which led to the transfer is that 

the Provincial Parks, of which we have thirty-six and another eighteen planned 

and,in addition to that my colleague, the Minister of Economic Development, 

will be on his estimates telling the Committee about the development of 

public beaches, some thirty of them, starting this ye_ar. These things all 

contribute very, very largely to the tourist plant of the Province and it 

seemed· are much more at home and much more appropriately located in the 

department that has the responsibility for tourism and public recreation 

related to the travel industry_. So Provincial parks, I say with some regret, 

will not be found in my estimates this year. 

The department also has the responsibility, Mr. Chairman, for the 

Clean Air, Water and Soil Authority~which is the co-ordinate agency of the 

Government,bringing together all the agencies and departments of the Govern

ment that have responsibility for the environNent and which authority also 
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MR. CALL,AHA.~: ·• 
administers the Waste Materials Control Act and1 in addition to that~operates 

the twenty-two Atlantic Development Board water systelils. Over and above that;, 

we also have responsibility, Mr. Chairman, for the Gros Mome National Pa.rk 

ne~oti.ations and for certain other negotiations related to the Terra Nova 

National 'Park. 

The national parks, I think I can only indicate one reference, 

Mr. Chairman, and that would be under an existing vote,which is acquisition 

of lands, I think that will be found under capital, I believe,under Mines 

'8ranch, We may use some of that vote this year in connection with the Gros 

Morne land assembly aspect. 

~o that is a fairly broad spec~rum of activity, Mr. Chairman, I 

should like to inform the Committee in some small 
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"P. CALLAHAN: detail on some of the aspects of the department's responsihilities. 

The Department is responsihle for, so far as public responsibility can go, 

for activities, economic and other wise, that: contribute about t.,.·o-thirds1 

I wouJ .,_ think, of the gross provincial product of Newfoundland and Labrador, 

heine the entire mining in<lustry, the forest industries . and agriculture, 

the under pinning,as I have indicated,or at least some of it, the tourist 

industry and inland fish and game and that kind of thing. 

One of .the areas I neglected to mention earlieI'jin referring to the 

increase in the vote being asked,is in the area of mineral resources. I 

think the committee, perhaps, is aware that we have been neF?;otiating and 

have concluded now all but for the formal signing of the agreement, an 

Agreement with the Government of Canada which will be reflected in the estimates 

this year 1 in the amount of $1 million to be spend on the construction of a 

first-class, although not a really large . but nonetheless a very good mineral 

laboratory, an analytical laboratory. A number of programmes, it would include 

detailed geogological mapping, the compilation and modern updating of all 

the information, the geogological information that has been gathered over 

the years.For prospector training, we hope to run sometime this year a 

training course· in which we hope the Government of Canada will participate, 
. • : 

through the Canada Manpower Department. But there will be a requirement 

for us to spend some monies there, and a number of other things that need to 

be done, Mr. Chairman, in order to update and to make more available 

information concerning the mineral resources of the Province. This is, 

of course, in the interest of inducing more expenditure on exploration 

and on development. 

The Mines Branch, also, of course, is responsible,in behalf of the 

Province,for off-shore oil and gas, and the administration of off.shore 

resources. On that I say, Xr. Chairman, just hriefly,that regardless 

of reports that I have heard in recent days.the situation is that a year ago 

next month the five Eastern Provinces of Canada made a joint proposal to the 

Government of Canada on joint administration of the Eastern off-shore. 
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l fR. CALLAlfA~I : - ----- - I know this is a difficult area. I appreciate the fact 

that the problem will not perhaps · •asily be solvee-. That does.not rule 

out and does not diminish the fact that it is about a year since the five 

Eastern Provinces have made the proposal, and there has to date been no reply 

from the Government of Canada. 

I make this statement, ~r. Chairrean, in the interest of pP.rhaps clearing 

up this matter,in the lir ht of statenents and reports that I have heard 

recently and that Pe have heard from time to r.ime. 

Inaudible. A~1 IlON. :•ffJ·IBFR: 

!·fP .• CALLAHAN: That is rir,ht. This statement has been made in the Rouse 

of Commons, and I think, indeed, the Minister of Energy, !fines and Resources 

has made a similar state~ent in Halifax. The fact is, Mr. Chairman, that 

the position on joint adninistration, setting aside for the moment the question 

of jurisdiction,without prejudice,was made to the Government of Canada 

formally,by the five ministers of the Eastern Provinces to the Federal 

ministers towards the end of May, a year ago. There has not been a reply. 

Now it will be recalled, I think, Hr. Chairman, that the Federal proposal 

on off-shore,followine the reference to the Supreme Court in the British 

Columbia reference, the opinion on the British Columbia reference, the Federal 

proposal was that there would be drawn and they did draw what were known as 

resource administration lines. And these lines went all around the coast at 

about a•half a mile to a mile and a-half from the shore. They were drawn 

as p,eodetic lines, perhaps as close to the shore as could be, so as not to 

involve the Government of Canada in dealing with bays, inlets or the sinuous 

coast line of the re~ions. 

The proposal was that inside, actually there was a variety of a variation 

in the proposal and for some time it was not clear precisely what the 

proposal meant. 

MR::...fROSRJE: This was the Government of Canada's proposal. 

1-m • .:_ CA~IIAN: The Prime Minister made a statement in the House of Co!lllllons, in 

November of 1968, which seems to indicate that the Government of Canada 

~ere saying that,within the resource administration lines, any resources 

found or the revenue from any resources found would accure entirely to 
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MR. CALT.AliAN: the province nearest to the discovery. That outside these 

resource administration lines, which remember are about a mile an a-half 

on the average from the shore, The revenue would be split fifty/fifty between 

the Government of Canada and the providence arljacent. This appeared 

originally to be the position. Subsequently, the Premiers of all the Provinces, 

to my understandini, certainly the Eastern provinces,were written and the 

impression clearly,from the letter received,was that the revenue outside 

the resource administration lines was to be sh;;red fifty percent to the 

Government of Canada and fifty percent to be shared among all of the province~ 

on a bases to be deciaed or agreed by all of the provinces . That, obviously, 

:•fr. Chairman, was not a very happy prospect. 

~R. CROSHI~: A different kettle of oil. ·:-. -

:-,R. CALLAllAN.: A different kettle of oil. 

HR. l!ICKH,\.~: The first one was not attractive either. 

;-!R. CALLAHAN: Well, the first one was certainly more attractive, Mr. Chairman; 

than the second, The first one was not entirely satisfactory to anybody, 

but it did offer a fairly good deal,in view of the fact that there seems to 

be no question that the Federal Government would do all of the administration 

and bear all of the costs. Generally speaking, it was not a bad deal, 

perhaps not an acceptable deal. But, certainly the second was in rio way 

acceptable~ Upon obtaining the clarification and the two came four or 

five days apart, so there was not rea~ly very much time to think about it-

MR. CROSBIE: When you said,"every province," do you mean all of them 

including those that do not have •••• 

~!R. CA LLAHM: : ---- --- All of the provinces, including those with no shoreline. 

On the bases, as I am sure the hon. gentleman from St. John's West will 

appreciate,that if the jurisdiction and ownership of the resources off,shore 

are declared to be : ·ational, Federal, then, of course, the provinces,even 

without shorelines, . would feel that they had a claim. This created some 

difficulty as well. 

In any event, }1r. Chairman, upon determi~ing what the precise meaning of 

the proposal uas,the five Eastern provinces,who I would remind the 

Coml",ittee, since 19611 have had a co:-.nact ent:ltled, "The Joint Mineral Resources 

A~rcement, ,. and who in fact determined the turning points and boundaries 
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J!R. C/\I,J,f.!J\il: for the sharin~ of the Eastern off.shore between those five 

provinces• 
. . 

the five provinces r- ot together and nade a joint oroposal on 

admimistration 1in order to at least clear up that problem without prejudice 

to jurisdiction or eventual ownership, until that could he decided,so as 

not to have overlappinr- jurisdiction and not to have, any climate of 

uncertainty in respect of ex?loration leading to development. 

As I have said, !!r. Chairman, the purpose of clarifying this really is 

that there have been statements from time to time, or at least reports 

out of Ottai:a, indicatinr. that the Provinces were slow in indicating their 

positions, But 1in fact, so far as the Eastern provinces are concerned, I 

do not know about the others, the Eastern provinces have had a position 

on the record for just about twelve months. \le are in fact waiting for 

a reply from the Government of Canada. 

MR. CROSBIE: You have not said what their position is though. You have 

not said what the five Eastern provinces are suggesting, have you? 

MR. CALLMJ\U: Well, what we have suggested,as I thought I had indicated 

Mr. Chairman, is that the pressing matter was administration. So we 

proposed a system of joint administration, Federal/Provincial,being as 

it appears that this is a matter of concurrent jurisdiction, in one way or 

another. From our point of view, it certainly is. and, therefore, concurrent 

administration. So we wanted to try to get an administrative base, which 

might lead to some kind of settlement, because we are not anxious to go to 

court. 

MR. CROSBIE: You have not sugp.ested how the revenue should be split. 

HR. CALLAI!J\N: No.This was provided the other was acceptable, the administrative 

arrangement, then the revenue sharing aspect would be dealt with by the 

Finance 'linisters and . the Economists. The Mines Hinisters did not feel that 

they should deal with that aspect,for obvious reasons. 

In any event, that is where it stands up to now. nr. Chairman, u I 

started to say we are not anxious to go to court, I think, for a number of 

reasons; one of them beinp. the reason that the Premier of Nova Scotia expressed 

here recently, when he was here,that we would be dealinf with or putting our 
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MR. CALLAHAN: case before a Federal Court. There is I understand a 

learned opinion and perhaps weighty learned opinion which says that this 

is not the proper place for Constitutional matters to be decided, particularly 

since the Provinces have really no say in the appointments to the Supreme 

Court. This is not to be derogatory of the Court, but it is in fact a 

Federal Court by selection and by appointment. 

?-T. • HICl0!Afl : That is only ~uehec says that. 

HR. CALLAI!AN: Other provinces say that as i,•~:11. 

So, Mr. Chairman, on that ground we are not ~appy, generally speaking, 

we are very hesitant about ?etting into, perhaps, a very long,drawn-out 

legation on this matter. When we were in the United States, a short 

while af!:o, we were careful to try ~o determine what the position was 

there. I understand that there is some tens of billions of dollars 

of off shore-revenue in Estrol, ~ecause of rather similar jurisdictional 

disputes between the Federal Government and the United States, and various 

states, there has been no settlement on these very, very large sums of 

money. Quite frankly:, we do not want, if we can avoid,to get_into that 

kind of situation. Now what a good settlement would be I frankly do not 

know. I think we will have to wait and see if the Federal response on 

administration will be satisfactory and then perhaps that can lead to 

some kind of revenue sharing that at some future time again might be revised 

on a ~ro rata basiP or something along that line to even the situation 

out. But, I think we would not wish to get tied up in the courts for 

numbers of years, if there were revenues in fact coming from off-shore. 

Another aspect o_f Hines Branch Operation to which I should refer, :~r. 

Chairman, is inspection. The P.ouse will recall that about this time last 

year on the estimates of the department there was discussion on the matter 

of the recommendation of the Royal Commission on Radiation and Safety in 

the St. Lawrence Hine. I expressed a view,at that time,that to take the 

Cor.mtission Report literally, as it read, and I think. that it was not 

the Commission's intention. I think, the report was ambihuous in that 

respect, to take it as it read, it appeared to indicate that the answer to 

the problem was simply for the Government to hire a second monitorin~ 

technician. I said at that time and I will repeat now, ~r. Chairman, that 
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HR. CALLAHAN: in 111y view this would have been inadequate; and secondly, 

that it would be at least dangerous for the Govern~ent to take the position 

of,in effect and I suppose in (act,abi:;olving industrial companies fror.1 the 

responsibility of providing a safe working environment for the.ir employee. 

Now that is not to say, Mr. Chairman, that the Government do not have 

a respons.ibility. The Government have a very heavy responsibility. The 

responsibility, I think, is the responsibility to ensure adequate compliance 

with the rules, standards and regulations that are laid down in respect of 

the safety of 
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MR. CALLAHAN: workmen whether it be in mines or anywhere else. 

I think I can tell the Committee that progress is being 

made. We have been meeting and discussing,both with the Union and 

with the Company in the St. Lawrence situation, I have every confidence 

that the matter will be settled admirably and amicably before very 

long. It has been a difficult thing to solve and it has taken some 

time. I wish it could have been done much more quickly. 

Generally, Mr. Chairman, on the matter of working 

environment, hazards to workmen as a result of dust and other conditions 

in mines and plants, I can tell the House too, that my colleague, the 

Minister of Health,and I have been having discussions and our officials 

now are putting together, much in the same way as we did with the matter 

of pollution and environment a year ago,in the Clean Air, Water and Soil 

Authority, putting together a proposal or indeed a mechanism whereby to 

involve and give the Government a much more adequate over-view from all 

aspects,whether in plant or out of plant, whether from dust or from 

whatever cause, a much ~ore adequate over-view of conditions, the working 

environment certainly in mines,in metallurgical and perhaps other 

industrial plants. This is an area of concern. I think the Committee are 

aware, from time to time there have been reports of problems in the 

Iron Ore Company of Canada plant in Labrador as well as in the Asbestos 

Plant at Baie Verte. 

MR. CROSBIE: That could be very badJthat one. 

MR. CALLAHAN: It could be, Mr. Chairman, but I would hasten to add and I 

set out to inform the Committee that there are intensive inspections and 

that,in areas where, from time to time~the dust problem exceeds or even 

comes close to maximum safe levels or threshold levels, there are arrangements 

whereby workmen are rotated from job to job or from place to place in order 

to ensure that the individual exposure levelE are kept,in fact, well in check. 

But in any event I think we shall be able to arrive at a 

satisfactory and adequate mechanism whereby we do not have several g~oups 
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MR. CALLAHAN: of inspectors, perhaps from the Department of Health, from 

Mines Inspection, from Workmen's Compensation and so on, trailing one 

after the other into a plant or a mine, and never really putting all 

the pieces together and getting a total picture of the working 

environment. 

I expect that very shortly we shall be in a position to 

announce the firm operating procedure in that regard. 

I mentioned, Mr. Chairman, that there has been a rather 

significant increase in Crown Lands, at least the authorization for the 

increase has been given,and we have been attempting to find qualified 

people and we are having some success
1
but it is very difficult. 

In two of the key positions we have been advertising for 

some months. We have had to go around the second time on two key 

positions and,in respect of one of them, we,to date,have only one 

applicant. It is not only a matter of the salary offered because we, 

on the first go around, perhaps were a bit low, on the second go around we 

were in a position to negotiate and even there we came out short. I can 

only say that it appears that there is a real shortage of highly qualified people 

across Canada,because we have advertised in every. well in all the news-

papers in the Province and across C~nada and in every major city. so we 

have some problems there. 

One of our principal concerns was that in obtaining a new 

agreement with the Government of Canada this year, for $1.3 million Federal 

money,for control surve~s,which are so important to development, we were 

concerned that we would not in fact ourselves have the staff to be able 

to prepare the specifications, get the work out and indeed check the work 

to see that it ~as adequately oone. We have been able to get quite a 

deal of work out and we expect that we will be able to spend the best part 

of $1 million or the $1.3 million that is available this year~ Yha~ of 

course, is by far the largest amount ever spent on control surveys. The 
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MR. CALLAHAN: next largest amount .would have been the year before 

last when out of an ADB Grant,in the last year of the Board, we spent 

a half million dollars approximately,qut of a $600,000 or $450,000 

I believe out of a $600,000 allocation. 

This, of course, is very good for our domestic surveying 

industry. They were in difficult straits ~ast year, and particularly 

last Fall, but I can assure the Committee that there is no shortage 

of work for these s urveying firms this year. 

This ~f course, Mr. Chairman, is the only way that they can 

improve and get their standards up and encourage young men, good bright 

young people,to get into this field. Every piece of development of any·· 

kind in this Province is in trouble before it starts because of the lac~ 

very desperate lack, of survey reference points,and what the control surveys 

do actually is cover a broad area, it is not a land survey in the normal 

course, It is a survey that establishes permanent markers from which the 

land surveyors then follow along and do the detailed surveys and detailed 

planning. So that is an important programme.With the limited success 

we have had in filling positions in the Crowns Lands Division, we have been 

able to make a good start on that programme and it is going well. 

The other aspect of Crown Lands,of course, Mr. Chairman, is the 

normal day to day matter and business of leases of land for residences, 

summer cabins, agricultural and all kinds of purposes. I would say that 

we may reach as many as 3;000 applications this year. Now that is 

not to say that there .)vill be 3,000 leases or grants; that is to say 

3,000 applications, enquiries,being applications. Because Mr. Chairman, 

I do not know if the Committee is aware of it or not, but once an 

application for crown land arrives at Crown Lands and Surveys Division, 

the applicant is in much the same position, much the same,not entirely, 

as the man who goes down town to buy a piece of land,except that nobody 

owns the land applied fo~ really, it may or may not be crown land. 

There very likely is no way of establishing that except by a survey on the 

ground and when that land has been established to be crown land, then all the 
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MR. CALLAHl\N: normal work that goe~ on in a lawyer's office must be 

done in the Crown Lands Division and by the Department of Justice. 

I fear that from time to time we find some rather impatient citizens 

who just cannot understand why they cannot get a lease of crown 

land in less than two maybe even three months. Some even go longer 

than that,depending on circumstances. If it happens to be for 

agriculture and the application is made in Nove~ber, it is difficult 

for the agriculture fieldman to get out in the sno ,1 and inspect the 

land. It cannot be done. It cannot be done until the land is clear 

of snow in the Spring,and so the application waits six or eight months. 

But at the best of times, it takes two to three months, Mr. Chairman. 

I suggest-that it is largely unavoidable because every piece of land 

has to be identified as crown land before we can attempt to give title, 

Otherwise
1
of course,title is worthless and then the legal situation has 

to be gone through and a proper lease issued. But I would think that 

we will have something in the order of some 3,000 applications this 

year and the entire process will cost the applicant,in each case,the 

magnificant sum of $1.00. For all the work that goes into it, the legal 

processing, issue of title, they will pay $1.00 and then of course their 

annual lease of perhaps $10.00. 

MR. HICKMAN: The applicant pays for the survey. 

MR. CALLAHAN: He pays only for his survey. 

MR. HICKHAR: Which is quite expensive, is it not? 

MR. CALLAHAN: Well, tl)e normal is $35. Row if he lives in an out of the 

way place and the surveyor has to fly there, I agree, it is difficult. 

MR. HICKMAN: The cost say of having a survey on the Burin Peninsula:.is quite 

high because of a day driving down and a day driving back and a day for the 

survey. 

~~LAHAN : Well there is no doubt that is a difficulty. I hope, because 

everything falls in train at some point, Mr. Chairman, that if the survey 

fiTIIIS , who are doing very well on control surveys and that kind of works, 
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MR. CALLAHAN: have proper and younger people come in, will get more 

surveyors around. I think that problem will slowly overco~e itself. 

So far as we are concerned, the same legal process that 

must be gone through say down town, has to be gone through in the 

Division of Crown Lands and Surveys.and,for that, except for the survey 

costs, there certainly is no charge to the applicant, except the $1.00 

for the registration fee. 

If you :..ook briefly at agriculture, Mr. Chairman, I have here 

and I will table some copies, a report which took two years to compile 

and to which I referred last year on Estimates. It is a report of the 

Agricultur~l Economics Research Council of Canada. It is entitled 

•Agriculture and Food Potentials:obviously in Newfoundland,and I would 

like to read one paragraph of it. It is on page 63. 

"The 1980 potential in supplying the demand in 

Newfoundland (that is the domestic demand for agricultural 

products) would appear to generate a minimum of $100 million 

of cash receipts. The economic activity generated by such 

activity would be about $200 million. This is the spin 

off •• , " 

These crude statistics help give a measure of the magnitude of 

the potentials facing Newfoundland agriculture. To illustrate the effect 

on Provincial revenues of supplying these demands locally, an arbitrary 

figure of fifteen per cent of 1980 revenues is employed. Depending upon 

whether applied to gross or net or to total value or total economic 

activity, this figure suggests that agriculture in 1980 might vield 

$10 million to $30 million. These are the low and the high annually to 

the Provincial Treasury. 

Mr. Chairman, I would say that this is the most detailed and 

the most optomistic and I think I can say the most·expert report ever 

done on commercial agriculture in this Province. It is done by the 
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MR. CALLAHAN: Agricultural Economics~eeearch Institute of Canada, who are 

a non-profit Organization, to whom we and other Governments contribute, 

as does industries, They operate independently, They advise the Government 

of Canada in a number of areas and two years ago we asked them to advise 

us and this is the report, I will table some copies, Mr. Chairman, 

and I hope a couple of them will get to the Press. 

As a result of this Report, and we worked along closely with 

the consultant, particularly with the President of the Institute1 

Dr. Mac;Eachern, who is a native of Prince Edward Island and I think has 

a very warm place in his heart for Newfoundland and for Eastern 

Canada generally, Working along concurrently with him, we develop a 

new organization for the Division of Agriculture1wl!.ich now has become 

the Division of Agriculture and Food. I have only one copy of that and 

I will get some more, I perhaps will be able to table them tomorrow, 

I can table this one now,if anybody wants to have a look at it before the 

other copies come. 

The point is, Mr. Chairman, that,as a result of this Report 

and -acting on the advise of Dr. MacEachern, we undertook a pretty 

extensive reorganization of agriculture,which already is leading to 

a number of, I feel, pretty exciting developments. 
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!·'R. CALLAI~p: I hope to be able to make an announcement in respect of 

one of them later in this week. The others have to do with the provision 

of facilities. Doctor HacEachern makes the point that we can have a 

trerr.endous increase,for example, in output of pork, broilers, beef, mutton, 

lamb, provided we have good slaughtering and holding facilities. We are 

not going to waste any ti.me in providing them, ?!r. Chairman, and I will 

give the committee, perhaps when we get into the detailed estimates,an 

idea of what I mean. There is quite an exciting development in that 

direction to co~e along this year. 

On the reorganization itself, it involves splitting the 

department into six divisions, whereby it would be able to have expertees 

in those areas of agricultural development where we feel we have the best 

chance on a commercial basis, not forgetting the non-co1T1tnercial or garden 

variety of agriculture but concentrating on arriculture as commercial 

agriculture because agricultural development is not any different from 

any other kind. If it produces something, if it employs people, if it 

circulates ooney, if it keeps dollars in this Province, then it is 

contributing }!r. Chairman, to this Province and it is as valid in terms of 

development as any other kind. 

There are some areas where we have a very good chance. 

The committee will see from the reorganization,when the additional copies 

are available and hon. members get to peruse them, will see what we 

are trying to do, nar.ely to develop areas of real specialty so that we can 

take advantage of the best opportunities available to us. 

I want to mention the Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation, 

which is the arm of the department and of the Government, indeed, which will 

undertake the expansion of facilities. Farm Products Corporation is 

providinr. services to some 260 or so farmers in Eastern Newfoundland. 

particularly, but also in Central and Western Newfoundland,through smaller 

facilities than the plant at Pleasantville. It will build new facilities 

this year. It will get into,hopefully, further processing. It will be 

the catalyst,I believe,in the rapid development of certain areas of the 
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agriculture industry. Because it is so keen, Hr. Chairman, we have been 

doing some studies. Dr. t!acEachern's I have already referred to. We 

then brought in Stevenson - Kellogg, last fall and asked them to go through 

the whole fann products organization, to examine it, to up-date it, to 

establish a better cost control, to bring in efficiencies that did not at 

that paint exist. AT the same time, because there is no food processing
7 

meat processinr, plant now in this Province,for the further processing of 

p,roducts, we have had the lnbrucon Pirm,who are well known in the field of 

food porcessing,come in, 'lhey reco11DI1ended one of their top people who, 

I understand was,at that point at least, about to leave the firm to go on 

his own as a consultant. They recommended him and he has been working 

for us as well. 

These things have been going along concurrently and I think 

we are getting a great deal of good advice as to the direction that we 

should take. 

I will just refer .very briefly,Mr. Chairman, to the 

Newfoundland ?-!arketing Board. The House knows the Newfoundland Natural 

Products l-!arketing Act was proclaimed just about a year ago. The Board 

came into existance and,after about six months of preparation, launched 

into its first marketing scheme,as of the 1st. of January in the present 

year. We think that the operatiod has been,to date, very successful. 

There are some who think that it not only has not been successful, there 

are some who think it should not Jven exist. That is not a feeling that is 

confined to this Province. There iare people across the country who think 

it should not exist, and particularly are there those in certain Provinces 

who think that marketing boards should not exist. 

I will limit myself at this point.Mr. Chairman, in saying 

what I think I said to this House a year ago in informing the House of the 

proclamation of the Act, namely, that marketing boards have been in 

operation in Canada for about forty years. They have been tested in the 

courts, and I believe the landmark decision was the decision of Hr. Justice 
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Pand in the Supreme Court who declared that Provinces not only have 

the right but also the responsibility to protect their domestic producers. 

So lonr as the Provinces could show that that was what they were doing, 

protecting and keeping their domestic industry viable, and not really 

setting out deliberately to frustrate the constitution or to bar the 

mover.\ent of products between Provinces, t hen certainly marketing boards, 

set up on that basis, and the regulations pertaining to them were well 

within the Constitution, and were declared by t i,,2 court, by Justice Rand, 

as beinr, quite legal and quite proper. 

That is about to be challenged again, }fr. Chairman, for 

understandable reasons. In the Province of Nanitoba today, farmers are 
.. 

getting,so we saw on television the other night, twelve cents for eggs 

and fifteen cents for pork. The whole agriculture of Manitoba, at least 

the agriculture industry, the part of it· that is based on livestock and 

poultry,is very quickly perishing. The Province of Hanitoba,therefore, 

has gone to its own Supreme Court and obtained their ruling against the 

Manitoba Marketing Board, and the Province now is carrying that case to the 

Supreme Court of Canada. We propose to be present and represented when 

that case comes to the Supreme Court of Canada, because, we feel,!1r. 

Chairman, as we know at least seven of the other Provinces feel, that we 

cannot fail to protect our agriculture industry, particularly in light of 

the gross potentials we have. 

If we were tomorrow to become victim to say the dumping of 

Hanitoba products, our farmers in this Province,who would be affected, 

could not last thirty days. Kot only do I refer to eggs, I refer to the 

possibility in certain vegetables, essentially in broilers, and in other 

areas where in certain other Provinces there are absolutely no control in 

terms of quotas, and the only way they can survive is to dump in and 

undercut other Provinces. The classis case,of course, is between Ontario 

and Quebec who , are at one another's throats. almost literally, and it is a very 

difficult situation. We do intend Mr. Chairman, as this House four years 
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aeo authorized us to .do, to protect our domestic producers and our 

consumers.as well, by en:ployinr the authority of the ?!ewfoundland Marketing 

Board as we have done for the past four months and a bit, because if we 

do not, then our agriculture industry will be very, very badly hurt. 

On the matter of Cooperatives, very briefly,Mr. Chairman, 

there is an annual r.1eeting next week of t'.ewfoundland Club Services, at 

which there will be,I think,ratification of a proposal to do a new study 

of the co-op movement,in terms of where it has come in the past eight 

years since the Snowden report. The co-op movement has tended to expand 

perhaps a little more quickly in terms of taking on responsibility than 

it should. Today it represents, I would think it touches directly about 

one-fifth of the total population of this Province. 

We are seeing more value growth and have seen in the past 

four or five years, than perhaps jn all the time before, particularly in 

the primary producers sector. I hope some evidence of our faith in the 

movement is a recent guarantee we gave,of $1 million,to Terra Nova Credit 

Co-op 1 which is a sort of co-op bank. I want simply to inform the 

conunittee no~ chat,as we have studied our own set-up of farm products, so 

we are now undertaking a study,to _update the procedures and the approaches 

of the cooperative movement ir, this Province towards the potential that is 

there for them. We will undertak~ the cost of the study,which will be 

done by Stevenson-~Kellogg with help from the Cooperative Union of Canada. 

This should be good advice, good help. We will bear the cost, and this is 

being done by agreement with the Board of Directors of the Newfoundland 

Co-op Services. 

In the Resources Branch ,i-rr. Chairman, there are a number of 

things that I could report to the cor.imittee, but suffic it to say that we 

have behun to implement the Royal Commission on Forestry,which principally 

recommended the establishment of a commercial forest corporation and the 

reorr,anization of the ~ewfoundland Forest Service. We are proceeding on 

both. We are negotiatinp, on the first,with the forest industries, and I 

have confidence that we will come to a good,useful working arranp,ement 
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that will show effective public control of all the forests of this 

Province,as a public heritage and a public trust, without the need to 

do what was surpested some years ago, namely, to lay out several tens 

of millions of dollars to buy back privately owned or privately held forest 

resources, because, that really would not have gotten us,I think,very far. 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

r-m. CROSBIE: 

}~. CALLAHAN: 

}lR. CROSE:E: 

HR. CALLAHAN: 

!!R. CROSBIE: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. CALLAHAN: 

That was the Premier's suggestion, remember? 

It was the suggestion • •• 

He had,tbig board out there in frontof the building. 

I remember it very wel~ Hr. Chainnan. 

Does the minister say that that was a silly idea now? 

I have not said that it was a silly idea. 

If he ~erehere you would not do it. 

At the tirr.e ,}!r. Chairman ••• 

We have to defend hilll 0 Re is not here to defend himself. 

At the time, Hr. Chah=man ••• 

Was that not stupid. 

It was the only alternative that appeared on the horizon. 

At the t:ir.i.e the Government of Canada were encouraging it,by offering the 

funds on a very easy to live with,long-term. arrangement. We have now found, 

we think,a better alternative. If the committee will recall, the proposal 

at the time was endorsed by the Royal Commission. The Royal Commission 

went further in their report and said they were still of the opinion that 

forest lands had to be consolidated but they had reconsidered how it should 

be done. That is in fact the real picture,as the commission report will show. 

In any event,Mr. Chairman, we think we have found a means of 

doi~ this 1 effecting public control over all the forest of the Province. 

without the need to find huge sums of money with which to buy private limits 

or privately held limits back. 

On the Newfoundland Forest Service, the role is redefined, and 

there is a recommendation that it be changed. We propose to take that advice 

as well. We are now in the process of seeking authority to obtain staff, 

where necessary, and to make chanr,es within the structure,as required. I hope 
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we shall achieve that very soon. 

The Newfoundland Wildlife Service this year1 Mr. Chairman, 

will introduce certain changes, and I think very beneficial changes in 

licensing in respect of fish and y,.ame. Perhaps I can give the collllllittee 

some detail of that when we coMe to the particular points in the estimates. 

(Inaudible) 

}fil. CALLAll.AN: I said perhaps, Mr. Chairman. 

Finally Hr. Chairman, well, finally but one, a brief 

reference to the Cleaner Yater and Soil Authority. We have now, I think 

as of today, some sixteen studentsjfrom I thin~ every area of the Province, 

both the Island and Labrador, who are being trained in certain aspects of a 

project that will take all of this summer to complete, which we hope will 

result in the identification,for the first time on a standardized and 

Province wide scale, of the real nature of the •••••• 
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the environmental problem such as it is in this Province. We are very 

fortunate,as we now are,to have, I suppose, (there are very good and simple 

reasons for it when you look at the size of the population and the size of the 

land mass) by far the least disturbed and cleanest, generally speaking, 

environment of any settled part of North America. How long that will last, 

if we do not do the right thing5;, is a very good ,_uestion. But it is very 

difficult Mr. Chairman to launch a programme to correct the existing situation 

unless we know what the ex:ig;ing situation is. So the inventory that will 

be done this summer and completed by early fall and tabulated.- I think, 

for the first time will give us a reliable frame of reference and a reliable 

picture of what it is we have to deal with. I think it is perhaps the best 

start we can make,having just recently obtained staff, particularly a general 

manager. This is what we think we must do in order to orient the 

authority towards the problems, the general problems With which he will have to 

deal. 

I think the committee is aware of recent developments with respect 

to Gross Morne National Park, Mr. Chairman, so I will not go into that 

again. I would just say this,that in co-operation with the Newfoundland 

Golf Association ✓who has been hounding me a little, we are to take a look 

at areas in both the Gross Morne and the Terra Nova National Park, I think, 

within about ten days, to take a look at areas, to find the best areas that 

might be developed in terms of golf facilities. We are getting the advice 

of the Newfoundland Golf Association in that regard. We find that facilities 

of this kind,in the national parks in the Atlantic Provinces, in the Maritime 

Provinces ,are good-drawing cards. We think we have areas good enough to get 

in on some of the bigger tour•~ If that is possible, I think what the publicity 

would do far our tourist industry would be jus t tremendous. So we are working 

on that particular aspect and this is one of many matters, particular matters, 

Mr. Chairman, that we are negotiating with th•~ National Park's Branch . of 

the Government of Canada. Mr. Chairman, that generally is what the estimates 

cover. As I have said, the vote asked for is almost double what it was last year. 
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Mr. Callahan. 

I think the couunittee will see~from what I said,where the increases 

derive. They reflect increased activity, They reflect better and more 

adequate services to the public of the Province. They reflect new programmes 

that I think will be beneficial to all our people. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, this is quite an act to follow. I must say that 

it is the first evening of the House of Ass~mbly this year that I have 

a headache. I had it before I came, I must thank ~he minister for covering 

all this. Quite seriously, it was quite interesting. There are one or 

two points,before we get down to the details, before we get down to the wild life 

of these estimates, Mr. Chairman. While the Premier was gone, there was a 

savage attack on him by his minister,in connection with this buying back the 

forests. As the minister said, it is a silly idea to lash out tens of millions 

to buy back the forests, when there is a simpler plan th~t has since come into effect. 

MR. HICKMAN: I think the Premier should know that the hon, member for 

St, John's West defended him, 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, while the Premier was gone I defended him against - we 

did not want to take unfair advantage of the hon. the Premier. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Lord Mortis used to say: "Defend me from my friends, I will 

take care of my enemies myself," 

MR. CROSBIE: Well the hon, the Premier has got to watch both. The problem . 
for the hon. the Premier is that he does not know which is thP most dangerous, 

his enemies or his friends. 

MR. EARLE: He does not know which is which. 

MR. CROSBIE: There i~ only one thing the minister forgot to mention in his 

survey of his department, Mr, Chairman,and that is the mushroom industry. 

Of course that is being saved1 for the hon. Minister of Social Services and 

Rehabilitation to bring us up to date on that. There is a story in the local 

weekly,Mr, Chairman, that the hon, minister is going to move to Finance.very 

shortly. He will no longer be in Mines, Agriculture and Resources and certainly 

his ~reat experience in the field of agricullure,his experience with fertilizer~, 
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manures should certainly help him when he comes to his first budget speech. 

If he is re-elected and becomes Minister of Finance next year, we will have 

a real budget speech next year. 

But to get serious for a moment, Mr. Chairman, the offshore 

oil situation is very interesting. The minister says that the Government 

have proposed or at least the five eastern provinces have proposed to the 

Government of Canada a method of administering the offshore resources, or 

applications and so on for them,while the quest:on of who is to get all th~ 

revenue is decided. The Newfoundland Government and the other four eastern 

provinces, which I assume include, Quebec, have made a proposal to that effect. 

I wonder,when the minister replies again later on or when we get down to 

mineral•, whether the minister will advise us what the position is on 

applications for offshore concessions. i.e., the Government of Newfoundland 

have given concessions to Mr, Doyle or Canadian Javelin or NALCO or one 

of those firms, have given them a considerable area off our shores as a 

concession. The minister could correct me if I am wrong, but I do not 

think that the Federal Government have given them an equivalent concession. 

ThP. Newfoundland Government have given them quite an area for exploration, 

to Mr. John Shaheen or one of his companies or associated companies for 

a considerable area off the coast of Newfoundland also, off our shores 

somewhere. I wonder whether this is a concession that has been granted by 

the Government of Canada and whether the minister would expand and tell us 

whether there are many conflicting permits granted by the Provincial 

Government and the Federal Government? If there are, which l think there are,, 

at least several anyway, if there are areas that have been granted the 

different concessionaires by the Government of Canada and by the Newfoundland 

Government, how is that going to be settled? For example, if Canadian 

Javelin or Shaheen have grants to an area off our shores to which the Federal 

Government have the~ given a permit to explore,to somebody else, how is it going 

to be resolved when this whole situation is resolv~d7 ln addi~ion, Mr. Chairman, 

l would like to hear some explanation now of how the present system of grants is 
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administered? Because I believe that our Province has not proclaimed 

yet an Act gov~ning offshore oil and gas permits. I do not believe we 

have any regulations passed,of our own,to govern these matters. So I think 

it is probably best to wait until we get down to mining to get these details. 

Quite a serious situation could evolve there. I would also be interested 

in knowing, Mr. Chairman, what Mr. Shaheen and Mr. Doyle are doing with their 

concessions. I think I saw in the paper, a few cays ago ~that Canadian Javelin· , 

if that is the right company, it may be NALCO, had given a sub-concession to 

one of the major oil companies, for exploration. But I feel that the minister 

should give us a report on who.lithe Newfoundland Government have granted permits 

and what the activity is going to be on all those areas by all of the 

concessionaires, including,particularly
1

Mr. Shaheen and his concession and 

Mr. Doyle and his concession1 We know that the AMOCO or whatever the right 

pronunciation is
1

are out doing work., 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The hon. gentleman should never worry about ~ronunciations. 

MR. CROSBIE: Right, I always have 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Fine, careless rapture of his own pronunciations. 

MR. CROSBIE: It can be definitely understood that it is A-M-0-C-O, 

We know that they are off there and that they are spending money and whether 

the minister could tell us what is being spent by the other concessionaires. 
< 

Probably the time for more detail on that is down in the mining - when we get 

down into mining. The minister mentioned, Mr. Chariman, the Clean, Air, Water 

and Soil Authority, I would like some discussion,when we get down to that branch 

of the minister's estimates,of the position at ERCO, at Long Harbour, the 

Electric Reduction Company Plant at Long Harbour? Because my information is, 

from people who work there,that the working environment of that plant is 

extremely unsatisfactory. 
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MR. CROS'flTE: 

The men who worked down there feel that it is. I nrophesy that it is going 

to be quite a problem for the Workman's Compensation Board of this Province 

before too many more years are gone. I state that the Workman's Compensation 

Board, in my view and the from the information I have, is quite concerned 

about the health and environmental conditions at that plant at Long Harbour. 

We certainly do not want another situation in this Province, Mr. Chairman, 

such as occurred at St. Lawrence, the tragic results that we know from the 

St. Lawrence situation. 

As far as the ERCO plant is concerned,! am told that the fumes in 

the furnace building, the smoke and gas is quite bad down there, that employees 

are laid off quite rapidly,due to the fact that they find it difficult to work 

in those conditions, that there is quite a. problem down there with the furnace 

building floor being covered with·affluent water or acid,acidic water,ninety 

per-cent of the time. There was an explosion down in that plant some few weeks 

ago· and there could quite possibly be other explosions. I would like the 

Minister and the Minister of Health to give us a fuller report, Mr. Chairman, 

on the actual environment of the plant at Long Harbour. 

Last s=er the Minister of Health announced that a team of people 

from the Government of Canada had gone down to Long Harbour and had made a 

report to him; that was last July or August. When the question was asked in 

the House this year,there did not seem to me to have been much follow-up, 

I would like the Minister ,who is in charge of this Clean Air, Water and Soil 

Environment,to be prepared to deal with that in more detail when we come to 

that section of his estimates. You cannot tell, of course, when people come 

and tell you things,whether they are correct or not but it certainly seems to 

be enough information to indicate that the working environment of the r.RCO 

plant is not a safe one from the point of view of health andJthereforeJI think 

that this House should ask the Government for definite assurances that this is 

constantly under review and that we are not ~oing to have a major workman's 
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MR. CROSBIE: 

compensation problem again,as happened at St. Lawrence. 

The Minister has mentioned, Mr. Chairman, he has mentioned the 

marketing situation, that is the Minister mentioned the Farm Products Marketing 

Board we have in this Province,and that is quite possibly a controversial 

subject. Mr. Chairman, I certainly agree that the Government has to do what 

it can to help the pouitry men and pip: farmers of this Province and to help 

build up our own agricultural industry but surely there has to be a fine line 

between how much resources the Government puts into that and what it is going 

to cost the consumer,because the consumer is everybody who lives here in 

Newfoundland. I would like the Minister to go into more detail when we get 

to that section of his estimates. Number one, what it is actually costing 

the Government in connection with the poultry, eggs and broiler situation 

and the marketing of them and the assistance that we give the producers, what 

it actually cost the Government in dollars a year and his opinion on what 

prices, you know whether the result of having the Marketing Board keep prices 

here a bit above what they would normally be, what that might cost the consumer 

in a year,and some observations on that. 

I notice, Mr. Chairman, from the audited report of the Newfoundland 

Farm Products Corporation for the year ending March 31, 1970,that their loss 

in that year was,$313,000~'. their operating loss for the year. Well that 

operating loss has to be met by the Province. This was the loss they had in 

selling poultry and in selling hogs,(! presume it is) and so on. So that is 

one of the costs to the tax payer in Newfoundland,in helping establish this 

agricultural industry in Newfoundland, the losses of the Newfoundland Farm 

Products Corporation,and there has been a lot of other monies put into that 

corporation. The buildings down there are free,provided by the Government, 

the equipment provided by the Government and the rest of it. 

The Minister,! would imagine,has had some kind of cost-benefit analysis 

done on that whole situation and
1
if so,it would be interesting to have a little 
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'MR. CROSBIE: 

l'IOre detail on how this works out. Is the extra amount that it costs the 

Newfoundland consumer,if any, amply justified by the benefit it does the 

poultry producers of Newfoundland? There is a widespread suspicion that it 

does not. The Minister is familiar with editorals like the one that was in 

the •''J:elegram .,September 24, 1970, "Broiler and Free Trade," and the views 

expressed ther~. 

MR. ROWE('F.W.): 

the debate? 

MR. CROSBIE: 

Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the hon. gentleman would adjourn 

Yes, Mr. Chairul<ln, I will adjourn the debate. 

On motion, that the Conmdttee rise and.report having passed estimates, 

Heading Vl - Department of Ed.ucation, Ite111s. 668(Cl) - 670 inclusive, made 

progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

On motion, report received and adopted, Committee ordered to sit 

again on tomorrow. 

On Motion the House at its rising adjourned until 11:00 A.M. 

tomorrow, Tuesday, May 11, 1971. 
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