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NOTICES OF MOTION: 

. NM - 1 

HON. T. A. HICk..''1AN I MI:lISTER OF JUSTICE: Mr. Speaker, on behalf 

of the honourable Minister of Health, I give notice that I will 

on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a Bill, "An Act To Amend 

The Hospitals Act, 1971." 

On behalf of the Minister of Mines and Energy, a Bill, 

"An Act To Ratify, Confirm And Adopt An Agreement Made Between 

The Government And Kennco Exploration Canada Limited." 

The minister of Tourism? 

MR. HICKM.A.N: K-e-n-n-c-o. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Kaleidoscope. 

MR. RICIQ1A.~: Kaleidoscope 

On behalf of the Minister of Tourism, a Bill, "An Act Respecting 

Historic Objects, Sites and Records." 

On behalf of mysP.1 f, ~ J\ill, "An Act Further To , ....... ~ '!'1-,,. 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Act," 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further notices of motion? 

MR. WM. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, this is as good a place as any 

to make this motion. I move that the House when it does rise today, 

stand adjourned until tomorrow at 10:00 A.M., tomorrow Friday, 

AN RON. MEMBER: Are we meeting tonight? 

MR. MARSHALL: We are going tonight yes, but we come back tomorrow 

morning. 

MR. SPEAKER : It is moved and second that the House at its rising 

do adjourn until tomorrow, Friday at 10:00 A.M. Carried. 

QUESTIO~S: 

MR. 'SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Social Services. 

MR. A. J. '!-ru'RP.!!_Y, Minister of Social Services: ~r. Speaker, I 

have the answer to question No. 7, on the Order Paper of 

February 8, 1973,in answer to a question bv the honourable 

member for Bell Island. Also to correct an answer - the 

question asked actually was a schedule showing for each electoral 
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MR. MURPHY: distrRt the cost to the government for social 

assistance during February 1972. In my department they 

submitted February 1973,so I have the corrected one for 

February 1972. 

We have February 1973,already tabled in error. So 

February 1972 is now being tabled to correct the error made. 

There is a lot of difference in them,but I will not repeat 

it. 

AN HON. MDIBER: Inaudible, 

MR. MURPHY: No, the Bell Island one was in 1972, it was not 

in 1973. 

MR. ~'EARY": St. John's South. 

MR. MURPHY: St. John's South, that is the only one, North or South, 

If I had the question I might repeat it for the informatjon of the 

House. 

! hope copies de go upet~irs so the press c3n aee ona 

and inform the people of the province. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR. S. NEA~Y: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question 

to the honourable Minister of Finance. Is the minister going 

to apologize to "The Daily News,'' for the vicious attack made 

on "The Daily News" in this Rouse the day before yesterday? 

HON. J.C. CROSBIE, Minister of Finance: ~r. Speaker, I am 

glad to have this opportunity" to speak on this matter and I 

thank the honourable gentleman for bringing it up. I thought if 

I waited long enough he probably would. 

No, Mr. Speaker, no there will be no apology because no 

apology is deserved. All that happened is that "The Daily 

News" is blaming this improper and. fa
0

lse story on "The Canadian Press." 

'When "The Daily News" printed the story last !-fonday they did not 

attribute it to "The Ca!ladian i>ress." There was no "Canadian Press" 

by-line,_.hich there should have been had it been from "The Canadian 
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MR. CROSBIE: Press~ - they were wrong to use that story without 

attributing it to•~anadian Press!' But I will say that I thought 

their treatment of it on Tuesday,when they corrected the story, 

was exemplary because it had just about the sam~ coveraQe as thP 

"l\istal,.en story on "oncay. 

While not apologizing to "The Daily News" I will -transfer 

my comments of last Tuesday from "The Daily Ne-;,,,s" to "The 

Canadian Press" and that should satisfy the honourable 

gentleman in question. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, "1111 the honourable minister repeat 

outside the House what he said in the House? Or is he using 

the protection of the House? 

MR. CROSBIE: I have no objection,if the honourable gentleman 

will assure me there will be some consequence to it. 

MR. E. M. ROBERTS, Leader of the Opposition: Mr. Speaker, a 

question for the Minister of Manpower, etc., is he yet in a 

position to say anything at all about the situation in the 

strike in Labrador West,in Labrador City? 

HON. G. DAWE, Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations: 

Not at this time, I have been in touch with the parties but it 

is a very precarious situation and I do not think I should 

comment on it. 

~- ROBERTS: Supplementary, the strike is still on,is it? 

1800 men or whatever in the labour force are still out of work? 

MR. DAWE: Right. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Labrador North. 

MR. M. \.:OODWARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question 

to the Minister of ~ines and Energy who is not in his seat 

today. Maybe I should direct it to th"e senior minister in that 

group of three, the Minister of Finance, regarding the headlines 

in "The Evening Telegram," to iay, ''The uranium enrichment plant 

will not be built in ~le\lfoundland," I wonder if the minister can 

tell the House if BRINCO, the people that I feel have some 

expertise and not necessary the !-!inister of Energy, ~!r. MacDonald, 
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MR. WOODWARD: the federal minister·, if the minister can tell the 

House if BRI~CO has said that there is not sufficient power in 

Labrador -with the development of the Upper Churchill and the 

Lower Churchill to support a uranium enrichment plant? -Have 

the BRINCO reople assured the province that this is the case? 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Soeaker, first the Minister of Mines and Energy, 

or whatever the right title is,of Canada,of course,is expressing 

an opinion of his own in that connection and tne problem is not 

really whether there is sufficient power available, it is the 

question,as I understand it, if you have a uranium enrichment plant, 

there is no way in which you can take ·a risk that it will not 

have power. In other words,it must always have power supplied to 

it. If it be in a location where there would be any chance of 

power failure, say transmission lines going down or power failure 

so that it did not have available to it alternative power, it 

cannot be put in that position. 

Now BRINCO have not said that if there is a uranium 

enrichment plant it would not be built in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

In fact if it ·.,1ere to use power from the Lower Churchill, 

we would certainly have something to say about that. They have 

not indicated that it would not b~ built in Labrador. No one 

knows whether or not there will be such a plant built. BRINCO 

are still working on the feasibility study on that. They cannot 

build a uranium enrichment plant in any event unless the 

Gov~rnment of Canada give them the approval to do that, 

because it involves obtaining information from the United 

States Government on the technology, The Government of Canada, as 

far as I know,have not given .them the go-ahead but BRINCO are 

still working on this project, still doing feasibility studies. 

They have not said it would not be in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

They have indicated that this is the problem, that it maybe that 

other sites would be more advantageous because you have to have 

4438 

J 



April 12, 1973 Tape No. 116 7 NM - 5 

$.. CROSBIE: power~oming to the plant from several different. 

sources so you would be sure they all would not be down at 

the same time. 

So the.re i~ no indication whether it would absolutely not 

be in Labrador ti it ever did go ahead. In fact if it had to use 

our power,we would certainly have something to say about :i.t. 

MR. WOODWARD: Supplementary question, Mr. Speaker, can the 

illini1;1ter inform the House, I asked the Premier the other day, 

if there are any negotiations ts.king place 
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within the province and BRrlCO or th-e federal government concerning 

an uranium enrichment plant for the province or in Labrador. 

MR. CROSBIE: There have been - I would not call it negotiations, 

Mr. Speaker, between us but we discussed this project of.course 

with BRINCO when v.e first assumed office and it has been discussed 

with them on several occasions. It is not a question of negotiations 

because they just do not know whether there is going to be such 

a project or not nor have the-re been any negotiations between us 

and the Government of Canada. It 1.s between BRINCO and the Government 

of Canada that any negotiations have been. There have been 

discussions but not negotiations. There -is nothing to negotiate 

yet. 

MR. woom,ARD: A supplementary question, ~r. Speaker. Maybe it 

is unfair. Would the government of the day encourage such a 

development or such a plant in the province? 

~- CROSBIE: Well on that of course we would have to decide 

when we had the particulars of what em?loyment it would give, 

how much permanent employment there would be and what it would 

mean it would depend on all those factors. We know that 

there will be quite a few construction jobs. We know that it 

takes a lc,t of !)ower. So, we would have to see whether that would 

be more desirable than some other possible development. There 

is just not enough known about it as this stage. r~rtainly if 

our power -.rere to be used ano this plant should go in Labrador 

we are not goin8 t,, give thel'l our oower to use in some other 

Province for a urc>..nit!l!l enrichment Plant. 

MR. NEARY: ~r. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

Yinister of ~unicipal Affairs who is also responsible for the lack 

of housing in this province. Would the minister inform the House -

MR. SPEAKEP:. If the honourahle member will permit. He knows 

full well the framing of a question is not to enter into debate nor 

is the ouestion to he provocative ~s the frame of that particular 
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question was. I am sure that the honourable member will address 

the honourable minister in the manner to which his office is 

entitled. 

MR. NE.A.PY: Thank you, ?-!r. Speaker, I would like the honourable 

minister to inform the P.ouse if there is any special reason why 

housing starts in February of this year as compared to February 

of 1972 showed a substantial decrease, if there is any specific 

reason for this. 

HON. H.A. COLLINS: (YINISTER OF'ML"N"ICIPAL AFFAIRS AND HOUSING): Mr. 

Speaker, last year the housing starts in the province were the 

highest around February. The reason th.at they were _down at the 

beginning of this year is because there is no serviced land. 

I am afraid the honourable member will have to look at 

someone else to find the blame for that. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. What steps 

is the minister taking or his department taking to ~rovide 

serviced land for people especially in the St. John's area? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, as I have indicated to the House 

on several occasions,by the beginning of the construction season, 

looking at June, there will be adequate serviced land in the 

city,in the ~ount Pearl and New Town area .and also in the 

Virginia Waters and various other smaller developments and 

hopefully in the major urban centers across the province. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary qceStion, ~r. Speaker. Could the 

honourable minister indicate when the serviced lots in the New 

Town will go on sale? 

HR. COLLINS: ·That is difficult to say, ~r. Sneaker. I would not 

want to set a date but as I said,hopefully by June month. 

NR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Will the 

serviced lots in the New Town be sold to contractors or to 

individuals? 

~. COLLIXS: They will he block to block made available to contractors 

t 
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and the private individual will also have an opnortunity to 

buy them, 

P.R. NEARY: Another supplementary question to the honourable 

minister·. Could the honourable minister inform the House 

as to the average cost of these serviced lots in the New 

Town area? 

MR. COLLINS: That is difficult to say, Mr, Spraker, because -

AN HO~O'CflABLE !-'P~ER: Take a stab at it. 

MR. COLLINS: No, I do not want to take a stab at it because 

I do not want to build up people's hopes. They have gone 

~hrough a neriod of twenty-three years of that. I would 

want to wait until the contractors prices are in and we will 

see exactly what the price is on it. 

!-'R. WOODWARn: Mr. Sneaker, I would like to direct a question to 

the ~inister of ~unicipal Affairs and Housing. Could he inform 

the House if tende~s have been called for the connection of the 

water supply in Happy Valley to the base water supply, if tilat 

contract has been called or when it will be called? 

MP. COLLI!-,S: Mr. Speaker, the tenders have not been called. 

IB-3 

Financing hes been arranged for it. Whether the Town of Happy 

Valley will be connected to the M.O.T. system or USdf or whatever 

that has not been decided yet. Just as soon as the council 

has made a decision as a result of their negotiations with the 

people in Ottawa, we will be catling tenders. Financing is 

ready for it. 

~: SPEAKER: Before going further,it has been brought to ~y 

attention that we have in the galleries today seventeen children 

from A.L. Bristol School at Argentia,with their teacher ~iss 

Peggy Johnson. 

We also have in the galleries today a lon~-tenn 

resident of the historic dist
0

rict of Port au Port, ~!r. Patrick 

Gushue. It is not very often that we get vistors from the West 

Coast and I would like to welcome him and the children to the 
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galleries today as well as all other distinguished visitors. 
-~ 

IB-4 

I trust that your visit here will be interesting and informative. 

HON. F. D. MOORES: (PRNIER) : On a minor poil,t of order, !-!'r. 

Speaker, and it is a very minor point of order, It is a matter 

of welcoming school children to the House, Sir. When Your 

Honour is welcoming them, I very respectfully suggest that he 

call them young people or young men and women tather than 

children because the age group for children seems to be lowered 

to such a degree that I do not think that they would be allowed 

in the House unless they were members. So I would suggest that 

for the future, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will take the appropriate action in the future. 

EON. DR. T.C. FARRELL: (MI"'.'l'ISTER OF TRANSPORT.A.TIO~ AND cm~~ICATio~:s): 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to inform the House that we have some 

other distinquished visitors, t~e mayor and three of his council 

from the Community of Pasadena on the West Coast. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is a day for the West Coast. 

On motion that the House go into Committee of the Hhole 

on Supply. ~r. Speaker left the Chair. 

!-IR. ClTAIR~Wl: If 'the honourable memben-woulc permit: The last 

day the committee stayed until approximately four minutes past six. 

The last thing that was done was that 620-04 was carried. 

MR. F. ROWE: Was it not on Tuesday evening when we were considering 

this particular estimate? It was not after six o'clock at all, 

?-!R. CHAH''"k\1:It was prohably at eleven o'clock or the last day 

that we were involved ~•ith Cor:l'littee of Suor,ly. The last item 

that was carried was 620-04 and the corr.rnittee sat a little longer 

than usual in order to accommodate one of the members. 
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Total subhead 620- Education. 

!-'R. NEARY: Hr. Chairman, I would like to have a go because I 

do not recall, ~r. Chairman, with all due respect,passing 

IB-5 

that particular subhead the other night. There must be a mis

tmderstanding because we were debating it and there were a few 

other things that my colleague wanted to say on it. The minister 

himse.lf I t!.ink was answering some questions that we had put to 

him but nevertheless we can still do it llllder this subhead, Sir. 

HON. W.W. ¥.ARSHALL: (¥INISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO): Mr. 

qtairman ; I can refresh the minds of the committee itself. I 

cannot refresh the committee but the mi_nd of the 'committee.Last Tuesday 

night we sat beyond eleven o'clock. We did call it eleven. 

The honourable Leader of the Op~osition was soeaking and it 

was not specifically called eleven,so we could oass this vote 

and it was oassed. If memory serves me correctly, Mr. Chairman, 

because I always keer a fond eye on the honourable the member 

for Bell Island, I believe that he did skip out three minutes 

before eleven. I saw him at the elevator, he may not have 

been here. I do not think that he was here when this particular 

vote was passed 1but it was passed. 

MR. NEARY: Hr. Chairman, that is possible. After a long day I 

was probably bushed and wanted to catch the elevator,but now 

I have my batteries recharged, Si-r, and I ara all set9 rearing to 

go again. Actually, ~r. Chairman, I will be very brief. 

I merel~ wanted to endorse the idea put forward by the 

~~nister of Education the other night to ~aximize the use of the 

College of Trades and Technology by introducing the tri-semester 

system. I would like to suggest to the minister that he also 

try this in the vocational schools. 

'1-fF. CHAIR~AN: If the honourable memher will permit. I do believe 

the ruling that was made as far as the sneaking on the subhead 

is concerned was from the honourable the Leader of the Opnosition 

who moved an amendment to the subhead,which moved a reduction in 
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· the amount to be voted. There is no provision in the ruling 
-~ 

for unlimited debate on subheads. The honourable member~ '-.'hile 

not wanting to antici?ate his debate, as he and I have discussed 

on numerous occasions, I do believe that he is now entering into 

a discussion similiar to subhead 620-04,and subhead 620-04 has 

~B-6 · 

already been carried. So the honourable member will have to deal 

specifically with a matter,dealing «ith it arithmetically or otherwi~e 

subhead 620,c11d not to get into matters which have already been 

passed upon. 

'MR. NEARY: ~r. Chaiman, maybe we can pass this subhead and 

I will have a go on it under vocational training. I can say 

the same thing there, 

l-!R. F. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, to be quite frank with you, Sir, I 

was not under the impression that this particular subhead 620--04 

had in fact passed. I might run into the same difficulty as 

my colleague, the member for Bell Island here. Sir, I had to 

rise on this particular occasion in order to. speak against the 

amount of this particular subhead,in view of the need for a 

polytechnical institute in this province. Sir, I have mentioned 

on a number of occasions that some of the votes in this total 

education vote represent a policy of retrenchment. 

~. CHAifil'.A.~: If the honourable member will permit again. The 

time for discussion of this matter was under 620-04. Subhead 

620-04 was carried and subhead 620-07 was carried. The House 

will not entertain a motion for an expenditure of mr,ney. The 

honourable member also has the Budget Debate as well as many 

other ways of making his point a~d will not be permitted to 

debate subhead 620. 

'1-fR • 'F. ROWE : ~r. Chairman, am I not allo~ed to speak to the 

amount of the subhead? Is that the ruling? I am speaking 

against the amount of the subhead here. 

MR. CHAIF~A N: The honourable member's debate should have been made 
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under 620-04 or 620-07. The hono~rable ~ember for St. Barbe 

North has shown extreme disrespec t for the Chair ~ith a gesture 

'of disgust or othet"t~ise . While ·it is not verbal, it is one 

of the most rePrehensihle acts that has gone on in this Bouse 

in this session and the fhair certainly does not look upon it 

with favor. The honourable member has a right to dispute the 

Chair's ruling but he does not have the right to make motions 

which are disgusting. 

~- l'. ROWE: With all due respect, I did ask the Chair if in 

fact I 

l!l--7 
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could debate the amount of the subhead. I was told that I was not 

allowed to debate the amount of the subhead, That is why I was 

showing my disgust, Sir. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr, Chairman, did I hear a ruling that we could 

not debate - we have not debated the amount of the subhead. We 

have debated and the co=ittee have carried $3.2 million in 04 

and $80,000 in 07 but there are two other amounts, Sir, which 

have not been discussed at all because the total we are voting 

here is only $3.19 million. Why? Because there are Appropriation.s

in-Aid and because there are expenses voted in other departments. That 

is why the s·ubhead total is carried, Did I hear Your Honour say 

that it is not in order to debate the total amount that the minister 

proposes to spend on the College of Trades and Technology? Surely 

I did not hear that, Sir. 

MR. CROSBIE: The amount has already been voted for the College 

of Trades and Technology. Grants-in-Aid, $3,200,000. 

MR, ROBERTS: No, Sir! No, Sir! 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, 620, The amounts have already been voted. Grants

in-Aid, ~3,200,000; Furnishings and Equipment, $80,000. These amounts 

have already been voted. They have already been debated in detail over 

and over again, therefore, repetition of all that debate on the subhead 

is ultra vires. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, we have not - we are being asked to vote 

the total of subhead 620, $3.19 million. The reason .by that total 

is different, of course, as Your Honour would point out,is that 

there are Appropriations-in-Aid and there are expenses voted in 

other departments. Sir, I submit that we have not - that is why the 

total is called. His Honour the other _evening recessed the co=ittee 

while he consulted with his officials, took counsel and came back 

and concurred with the statement that in this co=ittee traditionally 

over the years the subhead total has been called and has been voted upon. 
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Indeed a motion to reduce it was in order, I am quite prepared 

to move we can debate the subhead total because it has not been 

passed. We cannot under the subhead total, as Your Honour told 

us the other evening, talk,i,e,, about the denominational/educational 

committee on the subhead total of the College of Trades and Technology 

but we can talk about the College of Trades and Technology on the 

subhead total which has not yet been voted. I submit that that is 

the correct view, Sir. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, on that point, the sub-total does not 

have to be voted. It is only in the estimates as a matter of convenience 

to show what the total is under that subhead once you had deducted 

any Appropriations-in-Aid that relate to it, The House in Co111111ittee 

of Supply vote the estimates~ The estimates for the money needed 

on 620-04 Grants-in-Aid is $3,200,000; 07, $80,000 for Furnishings 

and Equipment. There happens to be an Appropriations-in-Aid as a 

convenience to show how much the cost is,net, There is a total of 

a subhead, The subhead does not need to be voted, If the honourable 

gentlemen are going to continue the attempt to debate a subhead which 

has already been voted on, then l submit that the committee should not 

deal with the sub-totals at all or call the~ at all. 

MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, Your Honour made a ruling on this the 

other evening. The hon. Minister of Finance is challenging Your 

ruling. As Your Honour has told us on a number of occasions,there is 

a procedure. I understood Your Honour's ruling to be quite clear 

and quite straightforward. Your .Honour indeed took time to consider 

the ruling and Your Honour did say that in Your Honour's view it may 

have been a little illogical but on the precedents of this House it 

was well-founded. Surely we are following Your Honour's ruling. If 

the Minister of Finance, should wish to appeal it he has the 

same right as does any other me~~er. 
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MR. OTTE~'HEDiER: It would seem to me,and there are a lot of sub-totals 

coming up, that one of the ·points the Minister of Finance suggested, 

in his opinion, was that these sub-totals need not be called. I would 

suggest perhaps that the Chair could consider that particular question. 

If they should be called, obviously they are called and what can 

be debated o~ them or cannot obviously is a matter for the Chair to 

rule. What I am asking is that the Chair should perhaps consider 

the question raised by the Minister of Finance,whether in fact 

it is necessary to call them or not. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, that is an incredible suggestion. These 

subhead totals, Your Honour - I have been in the House now six or 

seven sessions and they have always been called on estimates. Your 

Honour has been having them called. We have been seven or eight 

sittings now on estimates. · It would be quite out of order not to 

have them. They have been called for years. One cannot change the 

rules in that way. Did the Minister of Justice say something? I am 

sorry. Mr. Chairman, they have been debated. I will move that the 

vote be reduced by one dollar. That was in order the other night. 

That is a debatable motion. I move that subhead total 620 be 

reduced from $3.19 million to $3.189,999. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. I move that this 

motion is entirely out of order. There is no need. This sub-total 

can neither be reduced nor increased. A sub-total is just an addition. 

The money has already been voted. The Leader of the Opposition's 

opportunity to reduce the vote under 620 has gone. The money has already 

been voted by the House. To suggest that he can now vote to reduce 

the sub-total is just ludicrous.· Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I suggest 

that this be ruled out of order. It is senseless. With respect to 

the rest of these arguments th,\t sub-totals have been called in the c~'T'lllittee 

before,that has just merely been a convenience to show what 
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the sub-total is. If it is now going to be abused and if members of 

the opposition are going to attempt to debate on the sub-totals ·as 

well as on all the other individual items, then this is an abuse which 

might as well cease n~J. We do not need the sub-totals. They do not 

need to be ea.Lled, I will ask Your Honour to make a ruling on this 

because this iP. obstructionism of the worst sort. 

MR. ROBERTS: His Honour ruled the other evening on that. 

MR. CROSBIE: Well we need to look at it again. Will we wait ' for the 

ruling or- not? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The ruling a couple of evenings ago was one the Chair 

said at that time that it was not particularly proud of, The whole 

matter is predicated on whether or not subheads have to be voted, 

That matter was not dealt with, The point of order raised by the 

hon. Minister of Finance is one which in effect deals with the 

problem cf ._het.'i.er or not subheads have to be voted. Arithmetically 

it does not make sense that if the committee vote for expenditures 

of money which total to "x" number of dollars and for convenience 

sake it is totalled and a tradition has arisen, shall the subhead 

carry, that is in the opinion of the Chair.a tradition of convenience 

and should not open up all the subheads above for extended debate. If 

honourable members have argUI:1ents to make, they should be made on the 

subhead. They should be made on the subheads before the total is 

carried, 

MR. ROBERTS: Sir, there is no other place where we can talk about 

Appropriations-in-Aid. This has been the tradition of this House 

I submit as far back as one can go but certainly six or seven years. 

Not only that they are called but the clerk says, "carried." Is Your 

Honour suggesting that we have been acting in this House improperly for the 

past twenty,'thirty,forty, fifty or sixty years? I would submit, Mr. Chairma:i, 
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that if that be Your Honour's ruling, it is not one to be made 

without consultation with Your Honour's officials and reference to the 

books. This changes the rule of the whole game in midstream. If 

we do not need sub-totals why do we need total!>? Why then does 

the Co=ittee of Supply report to Committee of the Whole? Why then 

do we have appropriation bills which are debatable? There are many 

stages in the appropriation procedure. It is encrusted with tradition. 

According to the rules and our precedents,this motion was in order 

the other evening, I submit it is equally in order right now • . If 

Your Honour wis1:. to reconsider the matter, then I would suggest 

that we be allowed some time to research this point because it is 

a very significant and substantial point. One cannot,just cannot 

brush aside Your Honour, with all due respect, what Your Honour has 

done and what the gentlemen sitting before you have done, Sir. If 

the precedents and the practice of this House are to be cast aside 

like that Your Honour,then we have coming to a pretty pass indeed. 

If Your Honour wish, to reconsider the ruling,that is perfectly in 

order. I would suggest it be researched and that we all be allowed 

to present a detailed procedural argument. It is a very significant 

point. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is necessary to deal with this matter expeditiously. 

The ruling is that sub-totals are not debatable other than if there is 

a mistake in calculation on them. 

MR. ROBERTS: Will Your Honour hold to His ruling on this; want no 

further argument on it? Your Honour will entertain no argument? Then, 

Sir, with the greatest of respect and with the greatest of regret I giYe 

notice that I must at the earliest opportunity move a motion of censure 

against Your Honour for violating ·the tradition and precedents of this 

House, Sir_, I. do so with far more regret than you will ever knOW', 

MR. CROSBIE: This is the most unheard of piece of affront that 

has ever been witnessed in this House of Assembly. If the honourable 
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gentleman does not like Your Honour's ruling, then the procedure 

iS to appeal the ruling. To threaten the Chairman of this committee, 

that the honourable gentleman is going to move a motion of censure 

on him,is unheard of in any parliament of the world. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, I made no threats. I gave a notice 

of motion. It was no threat. There is no point in appealing the 

ruling. I think that that is just a waste of time. I am not looking 

forward to the debate on a censure motion. I believe it should be 

dealt with expeditiously. It is only the second time to my knowledge 

that there has ever been a censure motion. The other one was moved 

by the hon. gentleman from St. John's West a couple of years ago. 

I really feel that the traditions of this House have been violated 

this day and unnecessarily and I submit improperly and that is why I 

am driven to the expediency of giving notice of a motion of censure. 

I only wish that the Speaker ·could be back to hear it. 

On motion that the committee rise report having passed 

some items of current expenditure under Heading VI - Education 

and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

On motion report received and adopted. 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, in view of the proceedings I move 

that the House do not adjourn at eleven o'clock today. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

o'clock today. 

It is moved that the House do not adjourn at eleven 

The motion is not debatable. Those in favour "aye.•• 

Contrary ''.nay." Carried. 

On motion that the House go into Collllllittee of the Whole 

on Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Shall 621-01, carry? Carried. 

_MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Chairman. What do you mean c:irried. Are we just 

going to ram the estimates through the Cor:unittee? If the- hon. minister of 

Finance does not want to debate L~e items of the estimates, let him 

go down to his office somewhere or buy earplugs, Sir. We are discussing 
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here $600 million of the taxpayers I moµey. Go and buy a pair o.f ear

plugs. · 

Hr• Chairman, on the D!<ltter of vocational training, 

Sir, I would like for the Minister of Education to consider introducing 

the tri-semester system in the vocational and training $chools across 

this province. We endorsed the idea. Sir, of the tri-semester system 

and the minister indi.cated the otfier day when we were discussing another 

heading, the College of Trades and Technology, that it was going to 

be · implemented over there-,I think this September coming or is it 

this June?. Is it June or September? 

MR. OTTENEHIMER: Late in June. 
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That is the period for the third semester. 

:MR. NE.ARY: Well we.endorsed that, Mr. Chairman, and I commend the 

idea also to the minister to try it in the Vocational Training 

Schools . because the trend today, Sir, is towards technical and 

vocational training. 

I would also reco=end to the minister, Sir, that it be two 

semesters in,and one out. That is. Mr. Chairman, that work will be 

organized by the schools in co-operation with Canada Manpower. I 

personally believe, Sir, that this-would be a realistic dimension 

in training our young people for employment in this province. Too 

often, Mr. Speaker, two or three years of training in the District 

Vocational Schools where you just give the students straight theory 

is not really of great use to the graduates, }!r. Chairman, or of less 

use to the employer when they go to look for work. I would say that 

it probably takes a considerable period of time,even after the 

graduates find work, Sir, to adjust themselves to the jobsthat they 

find whether it be in their train or not. 

}!r. Chairman, as honourable mer:i.bers know., today students attending 

the vocational training schools are getting very generous assistance 

from Canada ~~npower. Well now, Sir, if the minister accept my 

idea of adopting the tri-semester system in the vocational training 

schools - Mr. Chairman, could I have a little quiet -

MR. OTTE~"P'.EI~R: It is on your side. 

:MR. NEARY'. If the minister accept my proposal, Sir, Mr. Chairman, 

I can hardly hear my~elf talking • 
. 

!-'R. OTIFXP.F.I~'ER: It is on your side. We do not know what it is. 

~. RF.ARY: Well. will the House Leader call his members back to 

that side of the Rouse, Sir, so we can ~ave a little quiet over here. 

Now they are over here causing trouble. It is bad enough to have them 

over there causing trouble, }!r. Chairman, Ret the Sergeant-at-Arms 

to bring the members back where they belong,on the other side of the 

House. 

Mr. Chairman, if the }'inister of Education accept my proposal 
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to_ introduce the tri-sernester system in the vocational training schools 

where students are already getting generous }~npower allowances, Sir, 

(not in all cases though because there are some students who are 

getting the provincial allo~ance,~hich is only $15. a week) if 

my recommendation be adopted,then I think that when these ·students 

go out to work, when the instructors at the vocational training 

schools,working with Canada Manpower,find suitabl1~ employment or on 

the job training for these students,that they be paid a realistic 

wage, Sir, that they not be turfed out of the school one semester and 

just work for very low wages or work for the minimum wage. If 

the minister should see any merit in this then I would like to see 

the students get on the job training, Sir, at a realistic wage. 

There is a great opportunity to do that today, Mr. Chairman, because 

the federal government, Canada Y.anpower,does have a very good on the 

job training prograJF.1e. So I would think that most of the students 

could probably qualify for on the job training under the federal 

m~npo~er progra!:!w.e, Sir. 

This would not only, ~r. Chair.::ian, give the students valuable 

experience and on the job training that they need but it would also 

Sir, provide the students with enough revenue to be able to continue 

their education, not only to continue their education, but they would 

probably have a little bit of pocket money left over. It would also, 

Mr. Chairman, solve the problem that the ~~nister of !1anpower and 

Industrial Relations ran up against this year when it was discovered 

that there had only been a handful of applications to C?aada ~2npower 

for on- the job training progra"::z::e5 here in ~,ewfoundland. The minister who 

I pres=e is speaking for ·the gavern:::ent askad for an extension of the 

on the job training period, I thi:-1.k it Kas up to the end of February, 

and the Government of Canada granted an extension and I think some 

more applications ca~e in but not enough, Sir. The employers in 

Newfoundland, in ~y opinion, did not take full advantage of the on 
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the job training programme. 

So, in my opinion, Sir, this would be an excellent opportunity 

to really take advantage of the on the job training here in 

Newfoundland by having two semesters in, one out?with the students 

doing on the job training. This would also, ~r. Chairman, put a 

substantial amount of money in circulation in this province. So 

there are thre'~ reasons for doing it, Sir, (1) It would give the 

student the on the job training, the experience that he needs. (2) 

It would give the student revenue to be able to continue .his training 

uninterrupted in a reasonable manner. (3) It would also put a fair 

amount of ~oney in circulation in Newfoundland. 

Now, Mr, Chairman, before I take my' seat I want to once again 

plead with the ~'inister of Education not to allow our vocational 

training progra=e in this province, Sir, to sink into the quagn,ire 

of the unrealistic dream-worla of the academics. At least, ~r. 

Chairman, we have in ~ur technical college and in the vocational 

trs.ining setup that we have, Sir, a realistic, reasonable effort, in 

my opinion, to prepare our young pepple for employment in today's 

technological world. I hope, Sir_ 

AN P.ON. !-'E'{BF.R: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

AN HON. !-P.'J--!BFR: Hay I interrupt? 

'HR. NF.ARY: ~,o, Mr. Chairr.:an, the honourable minister can speak on 

this anytime he wants too. I hope,_ Sir, that the minister will allo\l 

a coll!l!lon sense attit11de to continue in this field. As I suggested to 

the honourable ~inister the other night, Sir, that he not allow our 

vocational training progra::,.~e to fall into the hands of the acadenics 

but that business, industry and labour becor::e !:'ore actively involved, 

Sir, and that if the minist'er intends to expand this progral':!:'.e, which 

I have no doubt he will in the future,and broaden the progranme, Sir, 

then I would say that it is rnost'essential to have the people who are 

directly concerned in employing the graduates of these - how ~any 
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school do we have now, fourteen or fifteen schools? 

MR. OTTF'.'-:-REim:R : Fourteen schools, three opening in September. 

HR, NEARY: Fourteen schools, three opening in September, I was going 

to ask the minister that. 

HON. 'f-'ITI'BERS: Inaudible. 

}ffi. NEARY: It is very annoying, it is awfully ignorant, Sir, and 

very annoying to have other conversations going 01, in the Rouse when 

a member is trying to speak. It is pure,unadulterated ignorance, Si~ 

Your Honour should put a stop to it. Mr. Chairman, are we going to 

enforce the rules of the House? 

AN RO~l. ~ER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEAP.Y: I better repeat what I have siid again, Sir, because -

}']l. CP.AI~·Wl: The honourable the member for Bell Island has a 

right to be heard in silence. 

MR. NF..ARY: Thank you, Your Eonour. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I was suggesting to the Minister of Finance 

down there that when he is expanding and broadening the vocational 

and technical training progra=es in this province that it would be 

a very great mistake indeed not to include business industry and labour 

because after dll, ~tr. Chairman, when the graduates go out into the 

world they have to go to work somewhere and nine chances out of ten 

they will be joining labour unions and they will becom~ involved in 

what is commonly known as the "rat race", Sir • . So I think it is oost 

important that the people who are directly concerned,that have to hi£e 

these yotmg people and look after them while they are working,probably 

for th~ rest of their lives, Sir, be involved and that the minister 

take advantage of their know-how, their expertise and their experience. 

~ow, ~r. Chairman, I think the minister already indicated 

there are three new vocational training schools that ~ave not been 

opened yet. Have they been partly opened? Are they open at all? 

Is there any activity ~oin~ on at all? Well perhaps the minister can 

tell us, ~r. ChaiIT.tan. wh~n he stands to speak, Sir, what is happening 

to these vocational schools. Fow many do we have operating now? How 

f\6 
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many will be operating this September coming? And what the a~ticipated 

enrollment will be in these schools? I would also like for the 

minister to inform the House if all the cheques have been mailed out 

yet to the instructors in the vocational schools,as a result of the 

decision of the Board of Arbitr~tion that handed down this ruling 

recently that the ~~nister of Finance told us about in the Rouse the 

C'.'ther day? 

MR. CROSBIE: The Department of Education infoI'I!ls me that they 

will be sent out today or tomorrow. 

MR. NEARY: Haw! F.aw! Yr. Chairman, I hit the nail right on the 

head, A good question today. But anyway I will give the Minister 

of Education the floor now, Sir, and see what he has to say about 

vocational training. 

1-'R . OTIP.TP.F:I:~R: ?fr. Chairman, under this vote for vocational training 

it included of course the fourteen presently existing and functioning. 

operating district vocationa~ schools and the three which will be 

opening in September and they are of course at Happy Valley, Baie 

Verte and St. Anthony. They will be in fact opening in September. 

I would think that each of them should have an average of around 

200 students. It may be that during the first few months that they 

may not reach a full connlement but certainly after a few months in 

operation I would expect they would average 200 and it may well be 

that at start up they will have about 200 students. 

The money being asked for here is, of course, to provide for 

instruction. I can give the committee some perhaps interesting 

figures. These students of course in the various vocational institutes 

are basically in two divisions, those who are ~!anpower students and 

whose instruction is done in co-operation with the federal government. 

Cf course, the federal financial . imput and provinci•al students who 

are outside of the a~~it of the ~anpower programme, most of those 

would be courses beyond a year or two or three 1ear courses. 

The total nUl!lber of students,including adult work and a small 

number ir, crafts work, the vast majority in the various vocational 
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prograr.mies is 4,900. That is broken -down into 2,700 ¥4npowe~ and 

1,725 provincial students. 

The honourable the member for Bell Island referred to the 

tri-se~ester system and certainly it is our intention to maximize 

the use of facilities, All of these schools,vocational and others, 

cost a lot of money, especially vocational ones,of course.because 

of the equipQert in there and it certainly would be bad economics and 

bad educational policy if they are not used to the utmost of their 

ability. I would hope that we will be able to have all these 

facilities in use throughout the year,as soon as possible. 

The honourable gentleman also referred to the need that these 

programmes and courses be as realistic and practical as possible 

and referred to the possibility of an academic quagmire, Certainly 

it is not our intention to allow that to happen. Twill say that 

the principals at the various vocational schools, the Director of 

Vocational and Technical Education and with his counterpart the 

presid~nts and staff of the two colleges are in very close contact 

with industry and indeed with unions too on these matters. 

There is a very large use now, of course, of what could be 

referred to as on the job training or sandwich courses where people 

are in for a period of months and out in industry for a period of 

months and there are some cases where they are in for one year and 

out for one year. This is done to a very large extent now where 

there is praLtical on the job training during their course of instruction.• 

In some areas this is not used as much as it should be and of course 

part of the difficulty,as was referred to,is that one has to get 

industry to take the people in and to participate in this sandwich 

progr=e or apprenticeship training prograr..me. But certainly this 

approach is used to a very great extent and 
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MR. OTIE~'HEIMER: -I"Vould certainlY. hope,in working with the 

people i=ediGtely responsible for these programmes, will do 

everythinb ~ossible to generalize it further. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the minister if 

there is any follow-up done to see what happens to the graduates 

after? Do , they find jobs? Are the vocational schools having 

a good record? Is there a good track record, Sir and do the 

students manage to find jobs in Newfoundland o~ do they have 

to emigrate to the Mainland to find employment? Does the minister 

have any statistics at all available to show us 1ust what kind of 

record, how the performance is in the vocational schools? 

MR. OTIE"SHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I could certainly get a 

specific statistical breakdown but the evidence is very, very 

good for employment opportunities for people who complete courses 

in the vocational schools, There is a very, very good record 

of employment. I would rather not quote a percentage unless 

I am sure of it but I certainly can get it. 

MR. NEARY: I appreciate that Mr. Chairman.That is very good 

news indeed It just goes to show that the Liberal programme, 

the former Liberal Administration programme for setting up 

vocational schools in Newfoundland was correct. It was a 

correct one, no criticism of it, Sir. 

A.~ HON. MDIBER: Do not refer to the past. 

MR. NEA.~Y: No, that is right, Mr. Chairman. I look to the 

future myself but once in a while you know we get pr~voked 

into referring to the past. 

Sir, I think it has been four or five or six years now 

aince the provincial allowan~e was implemented, I believe 

it is $15 a week or is it a month? Yes, $15 a week, that is 

the provincial allowance, Sir, for students who do not qualify 

under the Canada Manpower Tr~ining Programme. 

Would the minister indicate to the committee ~hether 

his department has any intention of increasing this amount 
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MR, NEARY: because things have .gone up substantially, Si~, 

in the last six or seven years! We hear so much talk about 

the cost-of living and inflation, well the cost of books are 

gone up too, Sir, and the cost of everything else~as gone up, 

pencils, pens, rulers and what have you. ·· So would the minister 

be able to t~ll us if there is any provision in here to increase 

that $15 provincial allowance or if -

AN HON. ME~ER: Item no, four. 

MR. NEARY: What is item number four? 

~ HON. ME'-IBER: Inaudible, 

MR, NEARY: No, I am dealing with the minister's salary now, I want 

to ask him some questions about it, 

MR, MURPHY: Oh,talking about an increase for the minister, I 

thought -

MR, NEARY: No, maybe we could cut the minister's salary and 

increase the $15 provincial allowance. 

Another question I would like to ask the ~inister, that 

is if it is included under this subhead, is the Adult Upgrading 

Centre at Stephenville included in this vote? Would the minister 

tell us if there is going to be any. expansion in the field of 

adult training and adult upgrading, any expansion of the adult 

upgrading facilities? 

I believe now there is one at Carb..ciJ2ear and one at Stephenville. 

Are there any others in the province? Will there be any others 

this year? What is going to be done in the field of adult 

training, Sir? Would the minister give us a run down on the 

progress report on the big Adult Upgrading Centre in Stephenville 

that we were so proud of, Sir, and if there is any intention on 

the part of the government to expand the facilities? I am 

sure Your ~onour would be interested in having the answer to 

that question. Are any more buildin~s ~oing to be -renovated 

in Stephenville? Will there be more students this year or will 

more schools be opened on a regional basis? Have the adult 
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HR. NEA.~Y~ upgrading centres scattered throughout the provincet 

I am sure Your Honour would not like to hear that but would 

the minister just indicate what plans they have for this 

adult upgrading programme? 

MR. OTTEXHEPfER: Mr. Speaker, with reference to the adult 

centres such as Stephenville, which now has a tvtal number of 

690 students, of course there are others - Happy Valley, 

Bell Island. ~tis our intention, and these are done in 

negotiations with Manpower because these are people with 

cost-sharing through Manpower, basic training for skilled 

development programme I believe it is called,and we are meeting 

with Manpower on this and it is our hope and indeed our 

expectation that there will be an agreement whereby these 

facilities can be available in other regions and to mQre 

Newfoundlanders. 

Certainly it is a very valuable,worthwhile programme. 

Its major benefit is to those people who left school at an 

early age and who frequently want to take advantage of some 

technical or vocational training programme but need basic 

upgrading in order to be able to do that. It is a very worthwhile 

service. A certain amount of it is done at the College of 

Fisheries as well, apart from the adult centres,and it is our 

wish and indeed our belief that negotiations with Manpower will 

come to a result whereby we will be able to have thes~ 

faciiities in other parts of the province. 

The honourable gentleman asked for the student allowances, 

I believe,for the provincial students. These of course are for those 

who are not in receipt of Canada Manpower allowances. The present 

scale i~; a head of a family up to $30 per week, a single person 

living.at home $10 per week and living away from home $25 per week. 

Those are the rates presently uBed for the provincial students. 

MR, NEARY: The minister did not indicate, Mr. Chairman, whether 

there was going to be any increase in these provincial allowances 

or not. 4462 
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MR. OTTD,'HErnER: There was not il!l.::!ediate provision for it · 

_but it is a matter where we certainly keep an open mind, On 

a couple of occasions, I believe two during the past three 

or three and a-half months, 1 have met with representatives 

of the various vocational schools and I have undertaken to 

meet with them again in the very near future. 

Right now that is the rate and it is something which 

obviously we have to keep an open mind on in view of changing 

conditions. All I can say is that that is the rate now and 

it is not now government's intention to increase it but it is 

something on which governments obviously keep an open mind. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the min_ister did some pretty fancy 

foot work on that answer. He said, no they are not going 

to increase the provincial allowances this year. I am sure 

that all the students, and potential students, will be awfully 

disappointed tu hear that. 

Now, Sir, the minister indicated that the adult upgrading 

centres would be open in the forseeable future, I presume this 

year he meant, on a more regional basis. I think there is a lot 

to be said for that, Mr. Chairman. There are argu:nents for and 

against having a large centre like you have in Stephenville, 

and all the students concentrated in one area, there is an 

argument in favour of it. I presume it would be less costly to 

feed and ho~se the students maybe because the facilities are 

there but it is a terrible inconvenience, especially to married 

men, Sir, who have to leave ho~e and attend the adult upgrading 

centres in Stephenville,when you have a vocational training school 

probably right in your own community. 

So, I would think, although I do not want to put the honourable 

minister on the spot, Sir, but lam more or less in favour of 

the St:!.aller upgrading centres myself. I do not want to put the 

minister on the spot, Sir, but when this doe·s happen, when the 
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MR. NEARY: regional schools are open, and personally I do not 

see why this does happen, when the regional schools are open, 

personally I do not see why there should not be an adult 

upgrading class in every vocational school. I really do not 

think there is any argument against it. 

MR. OTTE~1lEIMER: That is what we are working towards. 

MR. NEARY: The minister says that is what they are working towards. 

Well I presume then, Mr. Chairm.:?, without putting the minister 

on the spot, that that would mean that the big,huge adult upgrading 

centre at Stephenville would be scaled down considerably 

because there would not be any need to operate it at the 

same level that it is being operated at the present time. Would 

the minister care to comment on that? 

MR. OTTEt-.1lEIMER: Right. Actually the plan is to offer this 

kind of upgrading in all of the vocational schools and this is 

what discussions are with Manpower, now goin~ on, actuallv th~r~ are 

a fair number of them now, Just going through a list here, 

at Springdale there is one, at Happy Valley,of course Bell 

Island, as the honourable gentleman no doubt is aware -

MR, NEARY: Limited. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Yes, these are fairly small numbers. At Placentia 

the total there is 50, Carbonear, quite a large one, the 

total there is 155; 50 at Bonavista, I think that is the 

limit of it. Of course there is a fair amount of u?grading 

work done at the College of Fisheries as well. It is our 

intention to get it into every vocational school and that of course 

will give it pretty good geographic spread. 

I would imagine then the demand should relax a bit at 

Stephenville although it might be a year or two before that is 

obvious because I think that when these facilities are available 

on this kind of a regional basis, there will probably be a lot 

more people taking advantage of them who do not now, So it could 

be a year or two before the decline would be evident at 
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MR. OTTE11IEI~R: Stephenville. 

MR, NEARY: I would subcit to the honourable minister, Sir, that 

he might have in a year or two the JD;:!kings of a community college 

in Stephenville by using these facilities. It looks to me 

like they will be abandoned, Sir, that you may have a small 

adult upgrading centre in Stephenville and then the facilities 

could probably be used for a community college, 

MR, F. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, the Minister of Finance mentioned 

yesterday and the day before, mentioned the fact that I was 

using the new math~to prove that more was less when I was 

suggesting that the education budget this year is a retrenchment 

budget. It is just in this vote alone, along with four or five 

others that we have already passed ,that we see a cut - back on 

expenditures this year as compared with last year. 

Last year the revised vote for vocational training was 

$9,230,000 and this i~ t::"1 ,R'l IV'ln 
-.u y, ,...,...,...,t~_,...,, Sir, that :La 

an example in mind,of retrenchment when in the area of vocational 

education anyway because the capital expenditure this year is 

down quite drastically. The capital expenditurP. vote is -

I cannot find it here now - down by an a.i:,.ount Well last 

year for construction and alterations it was $3.5 million, this 

year it is only $200,000. 

Now, Sir, this would not be that significant if it were 

not for the 
0

fact that the vocational schools are bursting at t!i.e seams •. 

Sir, I would like to refer to the College of Trad~s 

and Technology for a minute.if I· ~AY, ~ow this trades and technology 

is obviously under another vote, but the reason that I am referr~ng 

to it, Mr. Chairman, is to show the strain that there must be on 

the _vocational schools in this province because the Trades 

and Technical College is to a predominant extent nothing more than 

a vocational school. Its vocational progra=es could conceivably 

be transferred 3r should be transferred to a vocational school in 

which the programme should be inte~rated with the secondary schools 
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MR. F. ROWE: in tb1' St. John 1s Area. 

The College itself, Sir, could probably more likely be 

developed into a polytechnical institute or a true-blue trades 

and technical college because the situation that we have there 

now, there is a total population in the College of Trades and 

Technology of 1,712 students and the most striking feature of 

that college, Sir, is that it is in fact a glorified vocational 

school. Almost 600 of these students are enrolled in twenty-

six courses that are pre-employment courses and are characteristic. 

of vocational school courses, such as barbering, beauty culture, 

brick layi~g, carpentry, catering, clerk-accounting, clerk-hotel 

front office, clerk-typing, commercial art, cooking,drafting, 

architectural drafting, electrical,basic, and right down the 

line,sheet metal, shorthand-typing, stationary engineering and 

welding. 

Si:::, the •.;cry fact &pproxiwat€lJ one half of tha students 

enroll~d in the College of Trades and Technology are in fact 

vocational school students is an indication of the strain 

that we have on the vocational schools in this province. So 

we need more of them. On top of that, Sir, we have fifteen 

vocational colleges or vocational schools in this province, 

with 5,000,approximately,full-time students and almost 

10,000 part-time students for a total population of 15,000 students. 

Then besides these vocational schools, Sir, we have 

craft training centres outside of the vocational schools themselves 

and there are eighty-five of these centres,with 4,000 students 

enrolled in them. Besides that, Sir, we have an adult education 

programme being run by the vocational education division and 

we have a total of something like seventy-two centres, adult 

training centres under the vocational system, with a total 

enrollment of 4,261 students. 
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On top of that, Sir, w7have seven private trade schools offering_ 

{;"). 
these are·· broken down into ~!ewfoundland students enrolled. students 

completed. This is commerical types of schools and this type of 

thing. Sir, these progra=es - there are a tremendous number of 

branches of vocational-educational centres in this province. There 

is the College of Trades and Technology itself which seems ·to be 

mainly a vocational school,at least · to the extent-of fifty per cent. 

Sir, this is an indication of the need that we have in the area 

of vocational education and in spite of that great need, in spite 

of the need for additional institutions,although we are going to 

have three open this year, in spite of this need we have a cut 

back of approxir.iately $2 million in the vote for vocational education. 

Sir, in passin?- I am a little bit concerned about this 

whole business of a col:ll'lunity college for Stephenville. From 

what I can understand there is an adult education centre there 

now, there is a vocational school there at the present time and 

there are a number of other extensions of the College of Fisheries 

I believe and e.~tension services of the university as well as 

E,T.V. courses and what have you. I am wondering what are the 

plans of the present administration in this regard. Are they 

planning to put a co=.iunity college up in addition to these 

existin~ educational facilities or do they intend to integrate 

these existin~ educational facilities and in fact end up calling 

that a community colle?e on the west Coast? Because obviously 

the description that the Prel'lier gave for a community cc,llege 

sounded very much to me like it was going to be another glorifiecl 

vocational school. It would certain~y be similar to the existing 

College of Trades and Technology which is at the present tine one 

half a vocational school. 

But, Sir, I would just like to make that point that in 

-this area at least,alon:! with the• Collere of Trades and Technolo"=:y 

and the Collere of Fisheries,~e have had retrenchment on the part of 

this acministration,in spite of what the honour-able the Xinister 
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of Finance has had to say about it. ·I would like the honourable 

Minister of Education,if he could,to clarify the situation with 

respect to a·cornrnunity college on the West Coast as it affects 

vocational education in the Stephenville Area,seeing we have so 

many institutions like that in these surrounding communities at 

the present time. 

MR. OTTEXHEHf!':R: !-!r. Chainnan, first of all I should deal with 

the honourable gentleman's statement that there is retrenchment 

here and a cut back here. Now there is only a cut back in the 

total. That is the only place there is a cut back and that is 

because,if the honourable rentleman will ·look under 621(09)(08) -

Construction and Alterations(Capital),which is $3.5 million and 

that is $~00,000 and that makes up for the bulk of it. This of 

course is because of the ex?enditures basically for Happy Valley, 

Baie Verte and St. Ant~ony vocational schools and also certain 

bills which ca.~e due in that fo!"!'ler fiscal year for Placentia, 

Bonavista and Springdale,but overall there is an increase 

eX1Jenditure in salaries because there are going to be more 

vocational teachers with three new schools,from $4.6 million to 

$5.S million, in allowance to students,from $1.1 million to 

$1.5 million, in vocational school equipment not that large but 

they want an increase of $200,000 from $1.6 million to $1.8 million. 

Well that is the apparent difference and actually there is a 

difference but that is because this year we do not have the capital 

construction of any new vocational schools. 

Well, that is ret·renchment. 

~lo, I would not call that retrench.'!tent. It n:eans 

that for this fiscal year we are not building any new vocational 

schools. We have three new ones starting in September and we are 

planninp. to di~ersify and improve the overall pror,rar.-:me as I 

mentioned previously,when the honourable member for Bell Island 

made the very wise su~~estion of having these remedial upgradin~ 

courses on a more rcr,ional basi~. That is what we are planning ,. 

JM - 2 
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to do and hoping to get them in ali the vocational schools. 

Now the honourable gentleman referred to the community 

college at Stephenville and I certainly do not mind speaking on it. 

It would be unfortunate if we did now and did it again and again 

and again. So I will certainly answer his question now. The new 

community college at Stephenville will be, I think one views this 

in ter!!ls of the services and facilities it provides. Certainly 

it is not the intention to go in and start constructing building. 

There are quite a number of educational services in Stephenville 

now in terms of adult education, vocational education. There is 

the presence of university extension services and about to start 

or having just started but about to ~tart very soon will be some 

craft training progra'Tlllles there,and we are pleased to be able to 

provide that. To a large exten't that is in response to work done 

by the Port au Port Development Association who have been in t0uch 

JM - 3 

with vocational education people and together there has been workecl out 

a craft training programme. 

What I would say would be that certainly starting this 

year, starting the next acade~ic year,there should be further 

co-ordination and integration of all of those programr.ies there. 

I would think that not too long after that a post of director of 

community education for that area should be filled and that the 

objective is to improve and augment the educational facilities 

and services of the area in terms of the already existing ones 

and,based upon the needs of the area,whatever involve~ent from 

other sources would be necessary, increase involver.,ent of the 

university extension or any other university services ~~ich would 

be necessary. The idea is not putting up a building and calling it 

a comcmnity collere. If and when a specific buildin>! is necessary, 

that is a different matter. l-/hat is proposed is to Provide an 

interration and an inProvenent ?.nd a develor~ent of various 

educational and social facilities. I am certainly not usin~ the 
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word educational in the academic sense., social services and facilities 

from any and all agencies involved in it. 

r think, ~r. ChaiTI!lan, that I have responded to the points 

made by 
0

the honourable gentle1:1an. 

MR. l-:OODP.\~D: ~r. Chairman, maybe the honourable minister can tell 

the co=ittee on the I!appy Valley school, maybe he can inform the 

committee of the number of instructors who will be at the school. 

Possibly he can give us a block figure as to the ~mount of the 

salaries involved for the instructors. I would also like to know 

the number of students that the school will accommodate. Possibly 

he can elaborate a little on the curriculum, the trades that are 

going to be taught in the school and if students from Labrador will 

get preference over students on the island portion of the province 

and if the school will be operational and functional come Septe1:1ber. 

MR. OTTE\'1-!EI!'.F.R: I am sorry. 

MR. MARTIN: Mr. Chairman, I have a question to be added to 

those asked by ny honourable friend from Labrador North, The situation 

vith regard to dormitory space for the school, there was some 

confusion as to whether or not that facility was actually going to 

be built. 

MR. OTTENHEI?-!ER: With reference to the last point there is a 

federal-provincial committee which has met twice,I believe. The 

honourable gentleman is a member on it and which has a representative 

of the Department of Education. One of the points that the 

provincial p,overnrnent are making is the use of residence facilities 

for students and oerhaps to a certain extent for soMe of the 

instructors as well,on the base. Those negotiations are still 

going on. I think they are going very well although until it is 

finalized when there is any federal-provincial ap,reement.one part of 

the negotiation°s,ue cannot say it'is definite. Certainly it is my 

feeling this is a very real need and recognized as such by the 

federal authorities. I certainly feel optimistic that the residence 

facilities ~-111 be there. 4470 
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In answer ·fir-the questions from the honourable gentleman 

opposite 1we would th_ink that approximately 200 students,we would 

envisage the school will be capable of handling,and approxioately 

twenty instructors. Certainly priority will be given to residents 

from Labrador. Now if it is not filled,obviously,by applications 

and there are residents from.other areas applying,obviously that 

is a different matter~but there is no doubt that priority will 

be given to applicants from Labrador. 

MR. WOODWA.~D: ~r. Chairman, maybe the honourable minister can 

inform the comnittee as to if there is going to be sufficient 

classroom space in our vocational schools this year to fit in 

the students ·who are making application and if he can indicate 

to the co=ittee the nll!1lber of students who will be possibly 

turned away this year. Is that information available? 

MR. OTTE:i"TPEH!ER: Mr. Chairman, it would be pretty difficult to 

say how many would be turned away and of course there are quite 

a number of people who raight be refused admittance but it would 

not necessarily be because the place is crowded or there is no 

room for them. Number one,there are some who do not have the 

qualifications for the specific course that they want. ~Ulllber two, 

in a number of cases they might be told that in or<lar to take that 

course they have to take this for three or six months first, and they 

decide not to do it. Obviously there are instances where courses 

JM 

are filled as well but it is pretty difficult to give an anticipation 

of how many. I personally think that with an all-out effort to 

maximize the facilities we have that should not be a serious 

problem. That should not be a ser:ouci problem if we maxirnize the 

facilities we have. 

MR. NEA.T{Y : ~r. Chairman, I just have a·quick auestion to put to 

the honourable minister, Sir. Will the honourable minister inforl'l 

·the committee if the peoole in Lahraclor 1,'est are 11:oin,:'. to 11:et their 

vocational school or are they not gain~ to Pet their vocational 

school or did the honourable Premier get carried awav,as he does 

som~times when he is at one of these gatherin?s where they serve 

~ 1,., 1 
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coffee and sandwiches beforehand? ~-iip the honourable minister tell 

us whether they are r,oing to get their• school? Will it be this 

year or was it just a pronise that w~s made in an off-the-cuff 

rereark by the honourable Premier?· 

MR. OTITXEF.U~P.: Certainly I ,muld not anticipate a vocational or 

technical school in Labracor West this year. However, we are planning 

to meet with industry and unions and residents in Labrador West 

Area, Wabush and Labrador City,to assess specifically the needs 

there.. I would hope that the year after a start could be made on 

a technical or vocational school in Labrador West, Certainly I 

think in ~eneral and I think the honourable gentler.~n opposite 

would agree that there is a need there. I believe that part of 

the problem is that sone of ~he corapanies,when young men leave 

perhaps· to go to university or go here or there,they may not COll'.e 

back whereas if there was a facility for post-secondary education 

there tied in with the employnent opportunities and the industries 

there but not totally restricted to it,because a person does hav~ 

the right to live elsewhere, but tied in with it,that would be of 

great assistance and I think would have the over-all effect of 

keeping as many Newfoundland-Labradorians,having thern get the 

opportunities of employr.ient rather than having to go outside, 

I think basically it is pretty soun~. It certainly 

will not be there this year. I would certainly envisage that 

this year definite plans will be made and meetings held with 

the companies and unions and residents in general to define and 

identi{y the exact needs, 

MR. ~:EA...~V: Well, ~r. Chairman, in that case there is a strong case 

to be r.~de also for a vocatior.al school in Labrador South which is 

one of the few isolated areas left in this province. ~ow it is 

one thing to tie in a vocational school with an industry which is 

. probably a ~ood thing but all you are doing is on the job training 

that the co~panies should be doin g themselves. If somebody said 

to me today, ~r. Chairnan, ''Where would you like to see a vocational 

school built, in Labrador 1~est or in Labrador South?'' Sir, without 
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hesitation, without thrnking about it a .t all I think I would have 

to say Labrador South. I think there is more need for a vocational 

trainin~ school in Labrador South than there is in Labra<!or West or 

for that matter in any other· part of our province. I am surprised 

that the me~ber for Labrador South, Sir, is not in bis seat to 

hear this as 1 am sure he would app.reciate it. I just loolced out 

and he was going down on the elevator and probably listening to 

my remarks <,1s the elevator door ·closed. 

But, Sir, these people are down there and they are the 

forgotten people of 

JM - 7 

4473 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1173 IB-1 

Newfonndland and if we do not put a vocational school tnere, 

there must be some way, ~r. Chairman, that you can bring vocational 

ana technical training to the people in Southern L~brador without 

having the people leave ho~. This is a tremendous inconvenience to 

these people, Sir. The conversations that I had down there last fall, 

especially with the people in the Straits,Area showed that they do 

not want to leave home to go to a vocational school. Sir, they 

want to stay in Southern Labrador. I think that this is a reasonable 

request, I would like to suggest tto the minister, despite what the 

honourable the Premier says - the honourable the Premier gets carried 

away once in a while and makes off-the-euff remarks. ~aybe if we 

could get him down to Southern Labrador and get him on a public gallery, 

Sir, ~here they have good, strong coffee, ':esqife? ~o, I think 

it is tea down there. I remember in West St. Modeste I had one 

of the best cups of tea that I have had in this province for a 

long time, Sir. Maybe if we could get the Premier down there in 

West St. ~odeste, get a cup of tea into him,then he might make a 

commitment to the people in Labrador South where vocational training 

facilities are in my opinion badly needed, more so than in 

Labrador West. I am not denying the people of Labrador West that 

privilege either, I would like to see a vocational school in Labrador 

West and in Labrador South. 

I think that it is a matter of priorities and I think that 

the ~inister of Education will agree with me on that,that you have 

to do some~hing for Labrador South. Sir, until that road is put 

through right from the Straits right up to P.appy Valley, uo to 

Goose Bay, these people are going to be isolated and I would su~gest, 

Sir, that that is going to be for a long, long time. There must 

be some way that we can bring vocational training to.these people 

without having them leave the area. 

~. OTTDi!!Et~~: And also even the presently existing 

ones, ~aterials that they Mi~ht need. 

On motion 03-02 carried. 
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MR. WOODWARD: On 03-04: Maybe the minister could explain just 

briefly.for the benefit of the committee, the student allowances. 

'R'. OTTENHEUIER: Right. I did that before but now I have to find 

the files because I do not . remember all of the figures. Yes. Ten 

dollars a ,.,eek for a single student living at home. Twenty-five 

dollars a week for a married student living at home and thirty dollars 

a week for a married student not living at home. 

MR. WOODWft.RD: This is other than what manpower pays for in the 

city. 

MR. OTTEKHEI}!ER: This is usually in place of manpower because these 

are not manpower students. They do not qualify ~nder manpower. 

There is no manpower orogramme for their specific courses. You 

know,_it would be ideal if we could get manpower to broaden its 

base and keep .orking on that: There are certain courses where 

there are employment coportunities for people when they graduate 

but manpower does not unden.-rite them. These are usually two or 

three year ones.like a course in pharmacy, X ray technologists 

and in that area manpower does not participate. 

On motion 03-04 carried. 

MR. NEARY: On 03-09, can the ~inister explain that? What is it? 

MR. OTTENHEI~R: That is basically and frequently there is a movement 

of equipment sometimes from one school to another or one school may 

have completed a course in the first semester and it will not be 

giving it in the second but another school would be. It is for 

inter-school loans. 

On motion 03-09 carried. 

MR. NEARY: Could the minister explain what this $12,000 for the 

Ne\..•foundland and Labrador Women's Institute is used for? 

~- OTTENHEIVER: This is a women)s organization whi~h has been 

in existence for quite a number of years. They do a fair amount 

of work in craft training and also holding meetings and discussions 

and whatever. 
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~- NEARY: Are they over here at the Arts and Culture Center? 

MR. OTTEXHEil-KER: Y~s, they are. I understand that their offices 

are there. 

!--'R. NEAFY: Okay. I know what it is all about now. 

MR. OTTE!-illEPfER: This amount we vote to them for their internal 

operations. 

~. WOODWARD: 

originated? 

Is this a provincial thing or ju~t St. Johns's 

MR. OTTENHEIXER: This is provincewide. It is quite strong on 

the West Coast and orobably in Port au Port. It used to be 

"Jubilee Guilds". That I think. was formed under Commission of 

Government. It used to be "Jubilee Guilds". Now it is called 

"The Women's Institute" and· it is ,provincewide in the sense that 

it is not restricted to any one part but obviously there are 

parts in the province in which they do not exist. 

MR. WOODWARD: I never heard of the institute in Labrador, ~r. 

Chairman. I have heard of the Women's Lib in Labrador but I have 

not heard - maybe the minister can do a little research and tell 

us if there is such an organization in Labrador. 

MR. OTTEh"HEI'~R: We will try to send some of them up to organize. 

On motion 03-10 carried 

MR. NEARY: On 03-11. Would the minister tell us where we are 

renting space now under this subhead? 

1-'R. OTTE~HEI"'ER: In certain areas where there is craft training 

or adult education it is necessary to rent from school boards some 

of the dayroom schools. fhat is what that is for. 

~- WOODWARD : What are the places where you are renting facilities? 

}!l>. OTTEXHEI~'ER: There are seventy olaces around the province here . 

!-'!I .• WOODWARD: Could we have a look at the names of ~he places and 

the square footage in each olace and the rent per square foot? 

t-'R. OTTE'.'IHEI"ER: The school coard sets a rental in ne?,otiation with 

the vocational trainin~ people. To the best of my knowledge the 
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rentals are realistic based on light and heating and janitorial 

cost. I do not think anv school boards are making money but 

they are breaking even I imagine. The average would probably 

be five dollars oer class room per night. That might go up and 

down but that might be the averaf.e. 

f-(R. WOODWARD: This would not include the facilities like the 

Department of Public Works would rent such as upgrading schools 

and things of that nature? 

IB-4 

MR. OTTENHEI~R: No, no~ These would just be one or two classrooms 

or maybe three in any community where a vocational educational 

division will be putting on a course and they rent a classroom 

from the school board. The usual rate.would be five dollars 

per evening per classroom. 

On motion 03-11 carried. 

MR. NEARY: On 622-04. Mr. Chairman, would the minister give us 

a report on the College of Fisheries. I heard a very disturbing 

report,! think it was a few weeks ago,on radio about the enrollment 

at the College of Fisheries being down so~ewhat this year. I think 

I saw Dr. Barrett on the television explaining why he thought that 

the enrollment was down. 

-AN HO~OT'.RABLE !-fE"fBER: Do we have a quorum in the House, Mr. Chairman. 

"!-fR.. ~TEARY: No quorum, !-Ir. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIR.".A.N: We have a quorum. 

. '-fR. NEARY: We have a quorum? Now, Mr. Chairman, as I said I 

do not know what it was all about. I must confess that I really 

did not ray too much attention to the explanation that was given. 

I was rather surprised to learn that enrollment at the College of 

Fisheries had been do~'TI so~ewhat this year. I always felt myself 

that the College of Fisheries had _a great future in this province. 

As far as I can see, Sir, from what little knowledge I have of the 

Colle?,e of Fisheries and mv visits there,that they are doing an 

excellent job over there. Would the minister tell us what future the 
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College of Fisheries has if in fact enrollment was down this year 
-~ 

and why it is down and give us a sort of a progress report on just 

what is happening? 

MR. OTTENTIEI~R: Mr. Chairman, I do not think,whatever report it 

was,that the enrollment at the College of Fisheries was down would 

have been an accurate one if one were to take let us say a nine 

or a ten month period or say a twelve month period. There is a 

fluctuating population because people come in for two and three 

month courses and certainly it could well be that at one specific 

point in 1973 there would be less students than at a specific point 

in 1972 because of the system they have where the people come and 

go throughout the year for various three month courses. However, 

I would say that certainly the totals within the twelve month periods 

during the past few years would show an increase each year. Next 

•year I would expect quite an in~rease in the total number because 

very recently,within the past couple of weeks,the College of Fisheries 

(the govermnent has but through the Agency of t~e Department of 

Fisheries) reached agreement with manpower for further manpower 

participati~n in their courses there. It is a relatively new 

approach to upgrading instruction,called IPI, Individual Prescribed 

Instruction. Some of these pedagogic terms leave one a bit up in 

the air. Certainly I would expect that there will be an increase 

next year because of this increased Participation of manpower 

students. 

As a matter of fact, they will be looking for. eight or 

nine instructors, additional instructors to look after this progran:me. 

This is of course rei~hursahle from the federal government. 

Now this year the total number of people serviced or taking 

courses - I want to qualify it after - through the College of 

Fisheries,will be 2,816. That figure can be misleading. I 

want to break it down. There are 1,490 who are taking diploma 
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technology courses in various areas~ food technology, naval 

architecture, fish processing, navigation, etc. Of that 

IB-6 

total 2,800, 1,490 are in the various diploma technology courses, 

Some of the courses given of course are for accreditation by the. 

Ministery of Transport with a lot of people getting first mates 

and second mates and different tickets there. Tr.ere are various 

short courses for certificates. They might be nine month courses, 

a year or some ~ight be six ~onths, So, that iR 1,490. Of course 

there are a small number in eveni~g classes. This is something 

which pays for itself. 

There are seventy-four in coastal navigation and outboard 

motor ~epair. That is basically a kind of adult education programme 

they put on for people who are interested in it. 

Then there are 322 in the course of the year who will take 

various things such as fire fighting, rescue and survival, As a 

matter of fact it is .about six or seven weeks ago I recall that I 

was down there when a course was put on in collaboration with the 

Department of Justice for fire chiefs of the volunteer fire 

organizations throughout the orovince. 

Then of course is their very valuable service which is their 

extension service where they have schools which go into dozens 

of communities in the course of the year to stay for three or 

four or however many weeks is necessary for instruction,basically 

to fishermen and others involved in nets and gear, in boat building 

and navigation and engine reoair. So, that is what brings the total 

uo to 2,816, As I say, I would exoect an increase in the total 

enrollment next·year because of the increased oarticipation with 

the neoartment of Manrower. 

I would also envisape arexcellent future for that college, 

Its full nam7,and it is rather long and curnberso~e but it does 

indicate the scope of what work that they do, is College of Fisheries, 

Navigation, ~arine Engineering and Electronics. One could well 
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t:hink of it as art institute of offsho.re technology although it 

does other things as well. Within about a month we are planning 

to organi . .ze a conference on offshore technology with the 

people from the College of Fisheries and indeed from other 

training institutions and from the two companies who are 

involved in exploration out on the Grand Banks,to involve 

industry, oi: comr,anies, various training institutions, to exa.J!line 

the whole area of training in that field. I think that it is 

placed with increased emphasis on the fishery. 

Out of the Law of the Sea Conference you know comes an 

agreement of Canada's exclusive right to fish up to two hundred 

miles or so offshore and certainly the further opr,ortunities for 

our fishennen inshore and offshore. With the exploration for 

oil and certainly wtth its discovery it would ap'!)ear that this 

area of offshore technology is 
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a very important one and I think the college has a very important 

role to play in it. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I am greatly relieved to hear that there 

are no plans to cut back the College of Fisheries. The College of 

Fisheries, I think, has a very soft spot in the minister's heart. 

That is the minister's old Alma Mater. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Appointed by the former Minister of Economic Development. 

MR. NEARY: That is right, appointed by the previous administration. 

The minister is very familiar with this college. 

Cne interesting feature about this and I wonder if 

the minister would touch on it briefly: This college is recognized 

all over the world. We get a lot of students from foreign countries 

coming into Newfoundland. I see them down there playing,not soccer. 

What is it they play down there? Is it touch ball? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Volley ball. 

MR. NEARY: I see them down there at Pleasantville once in a while, 

down at the sports field,down there playing a little ball. Would 

the minister tell us how many students come to Newfoundland from 

foreign countries each year? What kind of courses do they take? What 

kind of accommodations do we have for these students? How much 

accommodation do we have down there at Pleasantville? I am just going 

to deal with one particular item that the minister mentioned when 

he was listing off or reeling off. the list of courses there,and that 

is food technology. I wonder how this course at the College of 

Fisheries compares with the courses being run at the College of 

Trades and Technology, Is it the same course? Is it experimenting 

with food, with fish? Is this what it is? If this is so then -

I remember a few years ago, Mr. Chairman, I think the Arctic Char 

originated over here at the College of Fisheries. Mr. Ian Strachan, 

I think, who was on the staff of the college at the time, was really 

responsible I suppose for developing the Arctic Char which is considered 

4481 



April 12, 1973 Tape no. · 1174 Page 2 

a luxury iten in t~e restaurants and dining rooms all over 

North America. Would the minister be able to tell us what they are 

exper~menting with over there now in this food technology line? 

Are they experimenting~ Two, four, six, eight, ten, twelve, no 

quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

I am sure, Mr. Chairman, there is an honourable 

gentleman sitting in the gal~eries today who would like to 

know if there are any experiments-being carried on with caplin? 

What are they doing there? Perhaps the minister could give us 

an explanation of what is happening there. What are they experimenting 

with? Probably give us a report of any success that they may have 

had in this field? 

MR, OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Chairman, first with respect to other than 

Newfoundland students there are sixteen from other Canadian provinces. 

Now I would say that·they would be here either on their own resources 

or scholarships they may have won. There are twenty-nine foreign, 

non-Canadian students. The vast majority of those would be from 

African and Asian countries brought in with the help of the external 

aid programme of the federal gov~rnment. They are brought in through 

the financial assistance of the federal government. There is 

no doubt that the College of Fisheries certainly does have a world

wide reputation and quite an international faculty, faculty from 

just about all over the world and 1 am very pleased to say a great 

number of Newfoundl;nders too, It has quite an international faculty, 

a fairly international student body,with this year ~-enty-nine brought 

in by the federal government. 

HR, NEARY: There is no quorum, Sir. They are going to go on until 

four or five o'clock tomorrow morning, Mr. Chairman, and they cannot 

even keep a quorum ,in the House 4:50 P.M. We are putting through 

$100 million. 
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MR. OTTE~"HEIMER: That explains that. The food technology, · yes it is 

fish technology. They do experimental work there, salmon, scallops, trout. 

There are some going on in the processing of caplin. Of course, they 

have smokers, freezers and a lot of equipment in fish processing. I 

think that 1.::. many cases they co:ne up with a very good product. The 

thing is for .ndustry to pick it up and develop it because the 

Fishery Collegt is not an institution which really should be 

marketing. 

MR. NEARY: Do they have a canning factory? 

MR. OTTENHEIHER: They have canning and smoking. Practically 

any kind of fish processing for food is done there. 

On motion 622-04, carried. 

On motion 622-07, carried. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr, Chairnan, on .622-07-01, maybe the honourable 

minister could explain where the equipment is going and what type of 

equipment, $150,000? 

MR. OTTE~"HEL'!F:R: This would be basically classroom furnishings 

with the additional manpower participation and the increased enrollment 

and the need for eight or nine additional instructors. The vast 

majority of this would be for necessary furnishings for those classrooms. 

On motion 622-07-01, carried. 

On motion total subhead 622, carried. 

MR. ROWE (F.B.): Mr. Chairman, on 623-01, I know honourable members on 

the other side of the House might be anxious to put tr.at one through 

and I guess they anticipate some of the co=ents I am going to m.u.e 

with respect to this particular subhead, Sir, first of all there is 

a vast a=.ount of money here,$30 million approxi'Clately, going to ~~e 

university, Can the minister, jus_t before he leaves, indicate approximately 

how much will be coming from the federal government? 

into my co=ents, if he could indicate that. 

Before I get 
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MR. OTTENHEL~ER: Approximately between $17 million and $18 million. 

MR. ROWE (F,B.): So that is a total of about $48 million from 

government sources which will be going to the university. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: No, $17 million or $18 million would be for post-

secondary education in general. 

MR. ROWE (F,B.): Right, That is from the federal government. 

MR., OTTEl:;nEUU:R: Right. 

MR. ROWE (F.B.): Besides the $30 million here from the provincial. 

MR. OTTEt-,nEIMER: No! No! 

MR. ROWE (F.B.): Oh, are there some Appropriations-in-Aid? 

HR. OTTEt-.nEI;-!ER: No that $17 million would be built i:l. 

MR. ROWE (F.B.): So altogether from provinci~l and federal sources 

we have about $30 million going to the university t~is year. 
, 

MR. OTTEN"dEIMER: That is adding up the Grants-in-Aid. 

MR, ROWE (F.B.): Right. 

MR. OTTENHEUfER: And the capital cos ts. 

MR. ROWE CL B . ) Oh right, Grants-in-Aid, correct. Okay, 

Mr. Chairman, the point that I was going to raise here~ 

since there is this vast sum of money of $30 million coming from both 

-provincial and federal sources going to the university, I was wondering 

if the honourable mi~ister,when he speaks to this particular vote, 

would indicate whether or not his policy has changed with respect 

to making the university budget public for everybody in the province 

to see. It seems to me,in 1968 I believe,some honourable members in 

the opposition of that day raised that particular question, If I 

remember correctly (they do not have indices for the Hansard of 

1968 and I was not able to get the exact wording of the now hon. 

Minister of Education) it seems to me, Sir, that he was advocating 

very strongly the fact that the university should make its complete 

budget completely public to the people of Newfoundland, since such 

vast sums of money were ccmi~g from provincial and federAl sources, 

4484 

• I 



April 12, -1973 Tape no. 1174 Page 5 

I was wondering if his mind has changed on this matter at all. I think 

it is a very important change of_ policy. Is the minister still 

thinking along these lines? I can think of a great many advantages 

and disadvantages to making a university budget public. I tend 

towards thinking that it should be made public in terms of the 

tremendous contribution that has been made by the people of this 

province. After all the money is coming from the goverllJllent and 

the money that goes to the government comes from the people. I 

think. the university should be answerable to some extent to the 

public of Newfoundland when they are contributing such a vast sum 

of money to the university itself. 

Sir. I would like the minister also to indicate 

the status of the ten student residences for Memorial University. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: How many? 

MR. ROWE (F.B.): I understand that work was supposed to begin 

early in the new year on these residences. This is taken from 

a newspaper clipping, Sir, of November, 1972: "The Provincial Government 

hope to be in the position to call tenders for construction of 

ten student residences for Memorial university at such an early 

date that construction can start early in the new year. Public 

Work's Minister, Dr. T. Farrell,said Tuesday he will meet with St. John's 

Mayor _ Uilliam Adams,next week,to make final certain arrangements 

concerning the construction of the residences, including availability 

of land and the extension of services. The residences will provide 

living quarters for married couples as well as single students." 

Sir, I would like for the hon. Minister of Education to 

indicate the status of the ten student residences that were pro!llised 

late in the last year. Also, Sir, sometime last year,in August,the 

Premier I believe it was announced that tenders were going to be 

called for the construction of the ~e~orial University Engineering School. 

If I remember correctly at that time, this was in August l, 1972, taken 
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from the ''Western Star," Sir. At that time, it strikes me 

that the Premier or the Minister of Finance (I will repeat that 

I am not quite sure who said this) suggested that they were going 

to do something to enable the university to have short-term financing. 

The question that I raised at that time was as to who was going to be 

responsibile for servicing the borrowing that the university was 

going to carry out. l was assuming ths.t this financing would be tied 

in with the construction of the new engineering school. I am a little 

bit confused on that. I would appreciate once again the hon. Minister 

of Education straightening that particular matter out. In other 

words,what is the status of the engineering school at the present time? 

Who .is financing it? Who is servicing the financing of that particular 

school? Sir, these are three questions, the budget of the university; 

the residences at the university and thirdly the financing of the 

construction of the engineering school at Memorial University. 

Now, Sir, let us get back to something which l think 

I mentioned once or twice before, community colleges and junior colleges. 

Sir, supposing we have to stand here and speak around the clocK for the 

next six months, I am not going to be satisfied at all and honourable 

members on this side of the House and I am sure many educators in 

Newfoundland will not be entirely satisfied until they hear something 

respecting policy as far as the construction of junior and community 

colleges are_ concerned. I should use the word regional colleges because 

that is the expression which has been used by the Premier 

~ 
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and ·by the }linister o~,,J;ducation. A regional college has been 

announced for Corner Brook and a co=unity college for Stephenville. 

There has been no statement of definition of co=unity colleges 

and regional colleges, except to suggest this, that a community 

college is very much like a vocational college or vocational 

school but will also meet the general needs of the coremuni~y. The 

regional college has been described as a pure and_ simple extension 

of the university but also tacked onto that, I submit to make it 

look a little more acceptable to some people, is that that 

institution will also meet the general needs of the surrounding 

cor.mmnity and the surrounding region. 

I subr.:iit that we have to have a greater and more detailed 

statement of philosophy of objects as far as these institutions are 

concerned before we announce the fact that these institutions are 

being set up. A few days ago I mentioned that one very serious 

consideration that has not been given is the proper and exact 

Ji,fternoon 

location for these conmunity colleges or these regional colle~es. I 

mentioned specifically the fact that probably putting such 

institutions in the towns and communities with the largest population 

riay not necessarily be the wost logical location as far as accessibility 

to people in the more rural areas are concerned. I also asked why 

people should have to drive off ~ogo Island and come in ona ferry, why 

shouid they drive off Twillingate, !:ew World Island, why should they 

have to drive in the Gander Road? Why should they have to drive in to, 

say a place like r.ander? 

(Inaudible) 

~ -. F .B .JH)WE: No, ~r. C.hai~~n. I do not think I went quite t~at 

far. I was su~gesting that (th£ Premier might have been out of the 

province at that particular tir.'e) probab.ly Lewisporte ~.-ould be a 

more accessible location for the peonle of Grand :alls, Bishops :alls. 

Gander and New World Island ;i.nd ~hese communities. 

If one of the ~ain criteria for the establisrr.ent of the 

university is accessibility, we h~ve to take a very serious look as 
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to whether or not we do in fact pu_t such institutions in a town, 

the largest tm,n. It may not mal:e that Much sense. l·!hv should 

not' the people of r:::inder drive over their paved hig,hway to 

Lewisporte to attend the college in the evenings or what have you~ 

That is what I was getting at. 

The important point is that I have never heard in my life 

any ad~inistration announce the est~blishment of a re~ional college 

or a cOI!lI!!unity college without first articulating a philosophy or 

plan of action for the whole provinee. This is an example on the 

part of this administration, of acting without planning~ I 

Afternoon 

thought the philosophy of this ad~inistration was the exact opposite. 

Plan first, articulate policv first, articulate aims first and then 

go ahe~d vith their actions. This was the understanding that I had, 

particularly wi.th all that has ?een said about planning co=.ittees, 

task force co~~ittees. Sneal:ing about task force committees, Sir, 

the ~inister of Education, the other night,gave as his reason for 

the fact that a polytechnical institution had not been decided upon 

for this year, was that he had not yet seen the report of the Comcittee 

on Education and Human Resources. 

Sir, if that is the reason for not putting up a polytechnical 

institute, surely the same reason should be given for the establishment 

of co=unity and junior colleges in this province. We still do not 

have the report of the Coim.ittee on Education and HUI!lan Resources, yet 

the Premier has announced the re~ional college and a cor.rrnunity college 

for two co=unities that are very close together on the West Coast. 

This is something th~t baffles the mind, particularly in light of the 

c:r.-=ents of the }'i.nister of Education the other night. 

Another ~oint th~t I ~i?ht ~ake,and I am going to reiterate this 

again, is that with all due respect to the gentlemen ofi that coll'T.littee, 

they have an ir:1possible _job to do. Sixteen pages .of terms of reference, 

only one ~an is a full-time person on tMt co~rnittee. all the rest arc 

part-tire people, they have very important jobs to carry out and they 

still have to try top.et a report in by August. 



April 12, 1973, Tape 1175, Page 3 apb 

I would like the Minister of Education to indicate, well 

personallji I would lH:e to see a more substantive committee be 

set up to carry out such a job. A leave of absence for several 

months or sonething for the gentlenen on the cornnittee seems like 

a much more logical approach to this whole problem. Basically, 

what I want the minister to indicate ts what his feelings are 

respectin~ rr~king public the budget of the university. (It seems 

to me, Sir, that the opposition.of the day did definitely state 

that this should be so. This was around 1968.) Indicate the 
i 

status of the ten residences at the university, indicate the nat~re 

Afternoon 

of the financing of the engineering school at the university and 

try, I plea with him for the nth time to define what the governIT1ent 

policy is regarding the setting up of a regional college and a 

community college system in this province. 

It is my feeling that this province cannot stand the expense, 

We cannot afford in Newfoundland, we simply cannot afford a junior 

or regional college and a comr.iunity college system. It is as 

simple as that. I have mentioned on many occasions in this House, 

the need for a co=unity college progra.r.irne whereby we can have a 

component of the university or a component of that co=unity college 

could take care o~ the needs of the university. The next thing you 

know, Sir, we are going to have developing on the Pest Coast a 

second universitv. I cannot see this province being able to afford 

two universities. It is simply outside the question. 

On top of tha·; I ouoted frcn the ''l"inancial Post•· a few days 

ago, where the~e is every indication that there is ~oing to be a 

~rop off in univeristy enrollment anyway. It has not reached this 

province yet for one logical reason, we have such a low per capita 

attendance at the university an~ay and we have a bit of catching 

up to do befo~e we reach the position of many of the States of the 

United States and many of the Provinces of Canada. 

I ~ve a funnv feeling that in the next ten or fifteen years, 

if this administration ?Oes on announcing institutions here and there, 
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caving in to political pressures, we will have a multiplicity of 

post-secondary educational institutions in this province that wi.11 

put a stran3lehold on our financial caoacity to oay for them. I 

think it is a big mistake, the approach that this administration 

is using at the present ti~e. P.ow they can come out and make these 

announcements without first articulating their plans and their 

prograr.:m~s is heyond my comprehension. 

A.N HON. '1-~ER: (Inaudible) 

MR. F.B.ROHE: I might have to rep-eat it once or twice again, so 

the next t:ur.e round, if I do not get a satisfactory answer from the 

Minister of Education, I will be only too happy to repeat it. I 

knew this was what the honourable :!-1inister of Justice was getting 

at. Okay, ~r. Chairman, I will be only too happy to hear the words 

of the honourable minister. 

}'R • OTID.rtE l}'EF : ~r. Chairman, before getting into my defining 

Afternoon 

best to try to get the definitions - actually I should not say that, 

because I am not going to get too far into exercises of defining-

but to deal with matters that the honourable gentleman brought up 

· first,and that is publication of the university budget. He referred 

to debate in the Le~islature under the previous administration. I 

believe that was 1967. It went on for three or four days. It was 

at the tir.ie rather confusing and certainly five or six years later, 

even more confusing. 

As I recall, that decate p.rew out of the then administrations 

refusal,! ~res=e, tJ grant the university what it was looking for. 

I suppose the process of negotiation broke do,;,"t'l or so!!'.e such thing. 

The then PreI:1ier, · '-'r. Srrnllwood. put forward the idea that the 

university budget perhans should be nade public in the sal!'e way that 

the civil service or any goverrtJT1ent denarm.ent, whereby any oersons, 

the deputy ministers or ster.or.raphers, any person's salary in the 

public service, in the civil service, in the deoartFlents of ~overnnent 

is public knowledr,e. F.e n~t th~t fon..-2rd with the idea, maybe we 

should do it. He checked.I think,with sorne places and found out that 
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there ~ere a small ruF:d:ier of universities which did in fact do it. 

No(lody wnnts to be held back for what took place six years 

or sorething ar,o. As I rec2ll, our position then was that in order 

for a relationship between a government and a university, which is 

a provincial university, a university therefore of the entire 

province,which is supported by public funds, in order for this 

relationship to be workable and sensible, that there had to be 

ttutual confidence. The university obviously had to have confidence 

in an undertaking th~t the r,overnnent gave and also the governnent 

would have to have confidence in the adCTinistration and decision-

m..akers of the university. l:ithout that confidence, then certainly 

the best interests of neither could be n..aintained. 

We in this adninistration have decided as a ~atter of policy 

that the hudF;et of the university should not be made public in the 

vay that department of government ·budget is public. He feel that 

it, and I think that this \...•as the conclusion the £arr.er administration 

car,ie to - this debate a fev ye~rs a~o ~as I believe and as the fomer 

Prer:1.icr did, brought up so~ething to be talked on and discussed 

for days and days,1ust to feel the wind and see what kind of a 

reaction there vas. Phatever his person.?.! views were, certainly it 

\.13s the practice of the forr::er adrninjstration not to make public 

the budget of the university. 

It is this goverrm:cnt's policy not to riake it public. We feel 

that ••• 

mt. POBFP.TS: It is the same policy. 

~. ons-:PEr1F.P: ---·--·--' -· -- Yes, it is the sare policy ~"1.th re~ard to 

publicatir,n of the university budget. A lot of arguments can be !)Ut 

up for oal·int" it public. There are puhlic funds and there should be 

the strict accountability that there is for a govern~ent departnent, 

because it is the sa~c public noneyt it is the sane taxpayers' ~oney. 

A stron;: arrurr.ent can be put up for it. If ,ho\.:ever, l-'C' \.·ere to 

jeopardize the pr(lpcr functir•ninr of the university, if we l.TCrc to 

mat.-e it if not irtpossible, very, very difficult,and it is already 
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pretty difficult som~tJ:!nes for Nel;:f'oundland to compete for top-notch 

people. If that d.~fficulty were to be increased manifold, if the 

university cO!!\muni ty, the people we depend upon, that c,me has to 

have at·a university, the teachers would not come,or those whose 

excdlence would S?ive them the possibility of being hire.d at any 

number of universities, ilmnedia:tely said; ''No• the heck with that, 

I will go somewhere else," then we would not have perfonned any 

service to the students, to the young men and W01llen of the province. 

After all, they are the pril!le concetn, not the administratiqn nor 

.faculty of the university. It is the tho"®ands of Newfoundlanders 

. who avail themselves of the opportunities at the university 
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MR. OTTE?-.1IEI~!ER: This administration feels that the grant:-in

aid, the operating grant,if you wish,to the university. should 

NM - 1 

be based-upon agreement or negotiation, negotiatin~ hopefully cul

minating in an agreement, but on the factor of an allocation 

for each full-time student equipment. That is the area 

in which the negotiations should take place and it is with 

that in mind that the operation grant should be made. 

- . 
If government be convinced that the full-time student 

equivalent appropriation that the university is asking for 

is a fair one, a legitimate one, an economic one, one that 

makes sense when compared with similat 'formula for other 

universities,then we have the right to ask the Legislature 

for appropriation of that amount. 

MR. F. RQ'..,'E: Does not the university in fact have full disclosure 

of all of its expenditures to the government when they - this 

is the question you see, lf the government is not aware of 

where the money is going in the university, it can hardly be 

said that the government is protecting the interest of the 

people, if this is not so. This is the crucial point. Does 

the government know where every cent of the university's expenditure 

is going before it approves of it? 

I agree with the honourable gentleman wholeheartedly that 

the government should be trusted in this regard but if they 

do not know the information they can hardly be accountable in this 

regard, 

MR. OTTEXHEI~R: The answer to that is yes. 

~. ~. ~C'.~E: Co:::plete. 

MR, OTTE~1iEIMER: ~ot every sense, a quite complete breakdown 

by let us say faculty and department. We do not have nor have 

never askea for individual salaries. 

I will say this, that never in my oYO personal experience, 

never have I asked for any information that I was not i=ediately 

given. Never have I a~ked for any clarification which I was not 
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MR. OTl~~llEL~ER: 
0

1iiiinediately given. So I can say that 

wheri government aoes make a request to the Legislature for 

the voting of a certain amount for the operating grants of 

the university, government does it with. knowledge, 

NM - 2 

·· What we are going by and what has been gone by for the 

past number of years is a grant for full-time student equivalent, 

and that in 1971-1972 was $2,003, in 1972-1973 was $2,192, 

1973-1974 - $2,309. 

To the best of the government's knowledge, as a matter 

of fact :we are quite sure_ that this is among the lowest full

time student equivalent amounts in Canadian universities. Now 

since each university uses something of a different formula, these 

are approximations but certainly approximations which are 

very realistic. 

In other words, government is convinced that with the grant 

based on that full-time student cquiv~lency forrrrula and 

request of approximately $2,300, the operating grant per_ 

full-time student equivalen~ that the university is budgeting 

and planning and spending and using maximum use of the money 

and facilities involved. 

MR. NEARY: Do they have the same situations in other universities 

across Canada where there are non-government universities and they 

have large capital expenditure? ~ow here the government would 

. provide the buildings but on the Mainland and in the other 

universities they have to put up the bulldings the~selves and 

amortize the cost over a period s2y of twenty years. 

So you are talking about apples and oranges, two different 

situations altogether. 

MR. OTTENHEI~R: Well when you get into a private unive~sity, 

of course,which is funded from endowments and private sources 

and obviously they have a -

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 
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MR. OTTE~"HENER: The amount that I am speaking about here,of course. 

and the formula is for the curren_t account, it is not fer the 

capital account, It does not have anything to do with the 

construction, 

AH HON. ~~ER: $2,300 is openting. 

MR. OTTE~IBE!MER: Right. that is for the operating grant. the 

operating CApenses of the university. 

MR., KEARY: Ours must be higher than in the rest of Canada 

because -

MR. OTTE~"HEI~R: No, our knowledge is that we are lowest or 

certainly among the lowest in terms of what it costs for 

a full-time student equiyalent for the operation of the 

university. 

MR. NEARY: Well would they ·have to include capital expenditure? 

MR. OTTEXHEI~R: No, that is different. There are$ 8 million odd 

dollars for capital expense at the university in this year's 

budget,in the Department of Public Works, This al!lOunt does 

not include any capital expenditure. This is the regular 

operating cost. no capital expenditure. There are $8 million 

odd in public works for capital expenditure but that is not 

included in this $21.25 million. 

MR. NEARY: The comparison I am making. Mr. Chairman. if the 

minister will allow me, that on the Mainland,in the private 

universities, the $2.000 or the $2,200,whatever it is, includes 

operating costs and capital. where here it does not because 

the capital is in the Minister of Public Works -

MR. OTTE~rtEI~R: No I do not think that that is the case 

but I am not intimately familiar with the system with other 

universities but universities that operate on getting public 

funds based upon a full-time student equivalent or a student 

equivalent formula or a per capita formula, with the universities 

with which one would make comparisons, that-would be for operating 

grants only. That would be for operating grants only. 

Now there may be universities whereby the O?eracing and 
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MR. OTTENHEI~ER: the capital are. lumped together and obviously 

a completely different amount would have to be given then,but I 

think that would be very difficult to do. 

Certainly with this administration and I am quite sure 

with the previous one, the capital budget was one thing and one 

series of - well,maybe the s~~e series,but that was a different 

matter completely in negotiations. 

AN BON. MEMBER: One obviously affected the other, 

MR. OTTEmIEIXER: Yes, the more facilities, the more students 

you get but this amount here per student is based only for 

the operating cost of the university. · We are convinced that 

this is a realistic figure, that it is an economic figure and it 

compares most favourably with other grants to other tmiversities 

across the country and we are told by responsible people at the 

university, that it is the lowest or among the lowest, The 

reason one can make an urtequivcc.al state!nent th~t it is the l~!est 

is because these formulas are worked out in slightly different ways 

ways in different provinces. 

It is certainly among the lowest in Canada, 

MR. NEARY: Do not let the ExtensioB Department over there 

hear you say that. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Well I presume they will hear me. They are 

included under this too. 

If you do not go by this kind of a formula,what is 

the alternative? If we are going to say how much, if government 

is going to say or this Legislature is going to say how much 

should be spent within the different faculties, you are getting 

in the area then, if we are going to have a university then 

obviously we have to have people in \,;horn we have confidence 

and as long· as the total amount .is fair and reasonable then I 

do not think a government or a Legislature should get into 

· that area of allocatirtg how much should go for the education 

faculty and how much for extension and how much to teach 
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MR. OTTENHEIXER: foreign languages and this and that. 

MR. NEARY: Yes but they should be brought to task for waste 

and extravagance though. 

MR. OTTENHEI~ER: The honourable gentleman mentions waste 

and extrava~ance and I do not suppose there is any organization 

with an operating budget of $21,25 million where if you did 

not - where if you went through all their operations you would 

not find any waste and extravagance. That is human nature. 

That is the law of institutional nature, I have no doubt 

that there must be some waste there. I have no doubt that there 

is some waste in just about every department oi government and 

every department of the former go~ernment or any other 

government and private enterprise or anybody else. 

Wherever you get large or~anizations and institutions, 

I do not think there is one that a cost analysis could not go 

through and come out and find instances, you know some instances 

of some waste, 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Snowden is the expert. 

MR. OTIE!IBEIMER: I do not want to get into that. It was the 

Extension Department and presumably every department there has 

satisfied the university administration and of course they have 

their internal bargaining and negotiating and revamping procedures 

as well. But no doubt the various departments have satisfied 

the university administration of the validity of their claims. 

The university has convinced the government that the grants, 

based on the formula,full-time student equivalency.is fair 

and real is tic. If we are going to ask to examine department 

by department or faculty by faculty or project by project, then 

certainly I do not think that tnat is the way that the university 

can best operate and serve the people of the province. 

MR. NEARY: Well Snowden could teach us all a lesson 

in e~pire building,easily. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: That does not have a great deal to do with 
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MR. OTTEXHEI~R: · gnvernment's request for $21.25 million for 

the current account of the university. Any number of individuals 

could say, "He only teaches this much," or ''What is he doing, he 

is not doing research here or this or that?" Any large organiz2.tion 

one can go through on tha~ but I think that you will have to take 

the approach that you have confidence in the u=iversity administration 

and then you assess the data they give you and you debate around 

something like a formula, so much per student for the operating 

grant, The only alternative is t~ get into the internal 

examination and debate and judgement of what the university 

should be spending in this area and what in that area and that 

is a task I sincerely believe the university is better qualified 

to do than we are as a Legislature and that we are as a 

Department of Education and that we are as a government. 

Now there are those who think differently, obviously,but 

I think c.s long as your st'..!dent equivalency fcr~~l~ :!.s ;: rzc:.li:;tic 

one, and as long as you have confidence in the administration of 

the university, I think that the government is entirely justified 

in asking for this expenditure on that basis. 

MR. NEARY: Would the minister permit a question, Mr. Chairman? 

~bat is the difference in the budget presented 

by the university and the budget presented say by the College of 

Trades and Technology? The College of Trades and Technology, 

are they expected to give more details than the university? What 

wouJd be the difference and why would there be a difierence if 

there is any difference? 

MR. OTTE~~EI~ER: Well one would have to examine the acts setting 

them up minutely to see the difference, There is a College of 

Trades and Technology Act and a Co°Ilege of Fisheries Act and 

of course Memorial University of Newfoundland Act. The 

relationship let us say betwe~n the Department of Education 

and those two other colleges is that between the Department of 

Education and the university. 
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MR, NEARY: Well why should we tread lightly in one area 

and not in the other? They are equally as important, as the 

minister·noted. 

MR. OTTE~"HEL'1ER: Yes they a-re equally as important. 

MR. NEA..~Y: Why are we scared of the university? 

MR. OTTE::-RET~R: It is not a matter of being scared. Is the 

honourable gentleman saying that he wishes to have the 

salaries of the various professors and the breakdown by faculty 

and by department? 

MR. NEARY: Yes, bring it into this House. 

MR. OTTE:;HEI~!ER: The honourable gentleman is saying that? 

MR. NEARY: I am saying it and I believe it. 

MR. OTTEI,HEI~R: Is that the official opposition view? 

MR. NEARY: I do not know. It is my own personal view. 

MR. OTTEXB.Er.-!ER:-· l-'.ell I am asking. 

MR. F. RO'n'"E: !fr. Chairw.an, could I just intetject if the minister 

would allow? · I certainly Yould not want to give the impression 

that I was advocating, I said clearly and squarely at the beginning 

that I can see advantages and disadvantages in publicizing the 

university budget. What I was tryibg to get at •as this: 

WLll the minister explain who it was that brourht in this feeler 

in 1967, He suggested that the former Premier did bri~g this · 

in as sort of a feeler,"Probabl~ we should make it public, the 

lllliversity budget.n 

What I was trying to find out was what the honourable 

minister's stand was on that particular policy at the time. 

K'l. O:TE~;F.:::I~R: As I recall it, it was to the effect that 

a government should have confidence in the university administr;.tion 

or the university and then,if they did, there was obviously no 

need for this internal data t6 be made public in the Legislature. 

If a govern~ent did not have confidence in a university administration, 

it would have an obligation probably, I think it would, it would 

have an oblization to have that detailed inforu-~tion available in the 

Legislature,but we have 4499 
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confidence in the administration of the 'lmiversity. If we aid 

not, it would be en entirely different picture. We do. The 

forn:er administration quite arnare.ntly did as we:)..1. :!-!y position 

at that time,as I recall it,was that if a government had confidence 

in the administration of a university then this internal matter 

should not be debated in the legislature. If it did not have 

confidence in the administration of the university, that was a 

completely different matter, \{e do have confidence in the 

administration of the university. We have examined the formula 

and we are convinced that it is a realistic and fair one and 

therefore we do not think that it is in the best interests, 

not of the nniversity administration northe university faculty 

nor the university senate but in the best interests of the people 

of Newfoundland for whom that university exists. ~e do not think 

that it is in their best interest, 

:!-IR. F. ROWE: Was that the offical position of the whole opposition 

at the time? 

t-'R. OTTENP.EI!-fER: Right. 

~- F. ROWE: You know, I just want to get the records straight. 

MR. MOORES: I would like to try to get one point clear. The 

member from St. Barbe North and the member from Bell Island 

were suggesting - I think that the member from St, Barbe North 

recommended possibly it would have merit to bring in the university 

budget for debate in the Pause as such, possibly yes, oossibly no, 

whatever ~t was,but in a general sense to scrutinize it in some 

way or another. It may have its advantages or disadvantages; I 

think was the answer. Hhat confused me was the rnen~er from Bell 

Island,as usual. He said that he had believed that each faculty 

member's salary should be discussed here, each professor's salary 

should be discussed here. It should be tabled in the House. 

I am just wondering exactly what the offical opposition's viewpoint 
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is on this ~ecause there seems to be a great deal of difference 
-~· 

IB-:2 

between the offical opnosition's education critic and the member 

for Bell Island being a critic. 

!-!R. NEARY: The honourable Premier and the ~ember for St. John's 

South, you know there is a vast difference there. It is the same 

-thing. And the !-'inister of Finance on the Shaheen deal-, it is 

the same thing. 

MR. MOORES: I am just wondering what you are talking about now, 

Is there an offical position on this? 

MR. NEARY: Well, I do not know. You will have to ask the 

Leader of the Opoosition that. I can tell you what my own 

personal feelings are. 

MR. ~OORES: Oh, I thought that you talked to each other, I just 

wondered. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I was afraid that this would happen. I 

will be quite candid about it. As spokesma~ for education in the 

official ooposition, I personally nor my colleagues have not formulated 

a policy with respect to the publication of the university budget. 

I can state that quite clearly. The present administration is 

doing exactly what the previous administration did in this regard. 

What has been reported to me, Sir, and I have not been 

able to find it in Hansard because I cannot find an index for 

Hansard for 1967, is that the honourable ~inister of Education, 

when he was in opposition and his colleagues were stating a case 

for the publication of the university budget. This ~-s simply 

what I am asking and the minister has answered auite clearly. 

He has said that he did not advor.~te any such thing. I think 

that the minister had better check the record on this. 

}ra. OTTE~HETVER: It was a three-day _debate and it was quite 

confusing at the time, even more confusing in recollection. 

You know I could have advocaten this, that or the other thing 

then. I am now speaking as 'linister of Education. As I recall 

it,the basic position at that time was as I outlined it, a very 
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lengthly debate. I hope that the honourable gentleman finds it 

in Hansard. F.e will obviously read it in context and not any 

one 5entence because the thing was dragged out for about three 

days. As far as I can Eee,the government's position has been 

IB-3 

stated,what our policy is with respect to this. The opposition 

say that they do not have a policy yet and that is fair enough as 

well because they are not obliged to have a policy, they are not 

in government. It is a good.way to be. Obviously the government 

cannot afford to have the luxury of no policy in such an important 

matter. I think that I have made clear what in fact this government's 

policy in fact is,before going on to the.other matters. 

MR. ROBE~TS: Hr. Chairman, I would like to say a word. There have 

been several references to me. First of all the details of the debate, 

I think if the truth were known any of us would have trouble recalling 

within any accuracy the details of the debate the day before last, 

because that is the way the House of Assembly is. I know we all 

when we read our Hansards we all take them home of an evening 

and sit up late reading them and I am sure the Premier has 

memorized largely, I hope,my speeches. I co=end them to him. The 

important point is that the administration now,no matter what the 

minister may or may not have said when he stood in the position 

that I occuoy, I shall never stand in a position which he now 

occupies but he once stood in a position which I now occupy. 

The oolicy of the administration is exactly the same as 

the one which the former administration arrived at, namely 

discussions with the u~iversitv, bilaterally. As I recall it, we 

were sup!llied '",ith certa:!.n information. We used to get it alr.iost 

broken do~'TI by depart~ents in the university. The Faculty of Arts 

would have•~ millions or'x' hundred thousand dollars and so forth. 

I ~opreciate what my friend from Bell Island is saying. 

He is being consistent. ~e raised it time and time again when he 

was in the administration. I do not know the answer to the proble~, 

.. 
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I really do not. I have a certain· responsibility for the 

present formula. It was a co=ittee. I believe of myself 

IB-4 

and I think Mr. Victor Young,who ~~orked it out t)lree or four 

years ago. It is not satisfactory but it is the best coepromise 

that anvbody could find, ~f the problem still remains. I 

think my friend from Eell . Island has two points. The first 

is that we are as a House or the government a!I, a government responsible 

for the university, not just for finding the twenty odd millions 

that are going into it this year and the increasing large sums that 

will be going into it in the years to come but also because the 

university is one of the major social, call it what you want, agencies 

in this province today. It is a major t:Xarnple of the policy 

of the government no matter whether it is the present administration 

or some future administration, simply because it has a central 

role in the life of this Province. So, that gives the government 

a .responsible over and beyond the mere financial responsibility. 

The question that was always in my mind, suoposing this 

$2,300 is as low as there is in Canada - I am prepared to believe 

that. I think that we started at $2,000 and it has been escalating 

roughly five to ten per cent a year. The university complain that 

they cannot live within it. Yr. V.organ was in Corner Brook last 

week making a statement in which he said that they could not live 

within it,but they do manage somehow to live within it. What would 

happen if the university took that money and then decided,for 

arguments .sake, to lash it all into a Department of Nuclear Yedicine? 

That is when the crunch would come because at that point I sub~it 

the government would have to say, "~fo, no!" Academic freedon or no 

academic freedom! I have never accepted the argument that scade~ic 

freedom is involved in this business of money. Academic freedom in 

my view is where a orofessor is told that he shall not teach the 

~arxist Doctrine hecause society happens not to accent the varxist 

Doctrine or you shall not teach the nan,inian theory of evolution 

because society does not - you ~now the Seer~$ case in Tennessee 
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' fifty years ago w~~ !-fr. Brien and :'-l:r. Darrell. Academic· 

freedom or no academic freedom,the argument would be raised 

IB-5 

at that point. The government would have a duty to step in and 

say that we do not care what you say,we have the over-all 

responsibility for the development of the university. So, 

I think that my friend from Bell Island has a point. I think 

also there is a further point. If there is something happening 

that we as members of the House, people who are interested in 

public affairs, people with a responsibility for public affairs, 

see happening in any other public agency (by public agency I 

mean funded with oublic funds) then we could ask questions about 

it. 

If for example in the Power Co=ission there are some 

allocations made, we can discuss them when the minister deals 

with them. They are going to find out what happens at the 

university. ! ·know of no such exa!J1lles but I have made no 

effort to find out. They may or may not be.- I just do not 

know. What do we do? It is a very neat question. The minister 

could - I did when I was a minister - raise with the university 

a sort of, you know, "Look, I hear this. I pass it on to you 

for whatever action you think is apr,ropriate." 

The university had a major internal scandal a couple of 

years ago, the Oxen Pond thing,with Doctor Ling and Doctor Laird. 

I think that the gentleman from St. John's South was involved as 

a counselor,in some professional caoacity,if memory 3erves me 

correctly. They set up a·co~.mittee and ~r. O'Dea, the honourable 

Fabian O'Dea,was chairman. Eventually it brought in its report. 

The report 'IJas made public. I think that they called it "The 

Oxen Pond Enquiry". I do not kno~ th~ answer. Both problems 

are there. The debate in this House four or five years ago was 

a very useful one. It was lik~ so many matters that come in this 
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House. It is not a matter of anytning being decided or not 

being decided. It is a matter, Mr : Chairman, of there being 

~pinions exnressed and then the matter could rest quite there. 

I cannot refer to debates on-going in the House. This is 

a debate that we have had on the motion.made by my friend from 

White Bay South.for a Royal Commission on Highway Safety. It 

has been most enlightening whatever the outcome> of it may be 

when the question is put in due course. 

IB-6 

I do not have any answe!s on the university. What the 

minister is doing now is precisely the oosition which we arrived 

at and I have no doubt that when he looks forward - I do hone that 

he will say a few words about this two or three year budgeting 

because this is of inter~st to me. I would like to know the 

esc~lation factors, how they are to be calculated and indeed 

what they are to be. I would also like to know,I suppose with 

the per student factor, what happens if the enrollment does 

not rise to the projections. This is what has happened particulariy 

in Ontario. I think Ryerson has run into a real bind on it. York 

l"niversity - one of the major reasons why Dr. Slatter resigned recently 

was over this question because the university had estimated'x'people 

would be co~ing and that led,under the Ontario formula which is 

different than ours -it is weighted and graduate in various 

professional faculties - that led to a calculation that York would 

have so many hundred thousand or so many million dollars in income 

in a year. They did not get the students or they did not get the 

inc~me but they had made the co~mitments. Staff have to he hired. 

Faculty have to be hired, research programmes authorized and what 

have you. There was quite a cuff-huffle. So, if the minister 

could perhaps tell us a little about,you know,what _he envisages here. 

There have to be in effect guarantees both ways. 

Certainly on the overall question I say quite calmly that 

I have no easy answers. We looked at it when we were the administration. 

We looked at it in the li~ht of the arguments in the House. We 
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looked at in long dis cuss ions w;i th Mr. Morgan and }fr. Selby 

and other officals of the university. We came to exactly the 
. 

TB-7 

conclusion that the present administration have adopted. I think 

that in all my friend from Bell Island still has two points. I 

do not know how to resolve them. I am not sure the administration 

of which he was a part were never convinced that the answer was 

to bring the budget of the university in and d-ebate it. If we 

had really been convinced of that we would have done it just 

as if the present government believed that they will do it. I 

mean that follows. We were never convinced and at the same time 

we were never very happy or entirely happy because of those two 

questions, What happens if you do get an abuse'? 

The university is spending a lot of public money. 

They are very competent peop_le. Mr. Morgan and Dr. Harris and 

the various peoule heading up the university are as competent 

and as knowledgeable and as dedicated as any man who could ever 

be obtained for that post or for those positions. What does one 

do if there is an abuse in "the Power Commission or in the r~llege 

of Trades or in any other agency funded with public money? It can 

be raised in this 'committee or in the Rouse at the appropriate 

time and it can be discussed and debated and the ministers answer. 

I do not know the answer. I really do not. Nor do I know what 

would hapoen if the university ever were,metaphorically speaking, 

to lose its head and to decide that instead of offering roughly 

the progr-amme which they have - it may be the precedents are clear 

because before the engineering s~hool was established, before the 

medical school was established, wnen the universitv had corr.:ileted 

their feasibility studies in each case they then· auoroached the 

government and said we wish to go into this. We recommend this but 

before we do so we would like commitments. There are co=itments, 

letters sip.ned by Mr. Sr.allwood.as the Premier of the Province 

in each case. 
• 
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I assume if the universitY. were now to propose entering 

upon a major new p·rogramrne, perhaps a school of law or a school 

IB-8 

of busine~s administration or a wide expansion of graduate activities 

or whatever it might be, they would follow a sinilar course 

M.y friend from Bell Island has a point, a very good point. He 

does not know what the answer is. I do not think that I am 

knocking him when I say that. I do not know what the answer is 

and I would subrr.it that I should - the minister does not know 

what the answer is. I would be very surprised if he has an 

answer. We all go on hoping that it will never happen. When 

we did have a problem such as the Oxen fond business,were there 

was definitely the conclusive report that there were improprieties, 

not financial but there were people dealt with severely, as I recall. 

I ha~e not read the report for a couple of years. ~ybe the 

gentleman from St. John's South could correct me if I am wrong. 

There the miiversity took their own action and of course 

they do take disciplinary action I suppose when it is warranted 

from time to time. How do the public get involved? The regents 

are appointed by the government. I assume that will not be 

changed although I could make an excellent case for a complete 

revision of the l:niversity Act and for abolishing the senate 

and regents as such and replacing them with one committee, call 

it what yon want, call it a board. That seems to be the pattern 

the University of Toronto have no .. T adopted and I understand other 

universities acro;s Canada have adopted it. 

Saskatchewan is p,oing a step further in imposing a new 

~oard of regents over the ~enate and the bJard of governor. 
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Another solution for a couple of years, Hr, Chairman, the Saskatchewan 

budget was debated in the - whatever they call their legislature, 

their House of Assembly, I do not know what name they put on it, 

I have no answers. I d9 not think anybody does but to me the 

interesting thing is that the 1ainlster and his colleagues have 

come to precisely the :onclusion that we came to. But I would like 

to hear him touch on these other points particularly the on-going 

formula. I assume it will come into the House each year, I mean 

there is no thought of telling the university you will have "X" 

millions and there will not be an annual vote. I mean that would 

be improper, probably unlawful as well I suspect. ,~ell it would 

need statutory authority. I mean bond issues are not voted each 

year _they are authorized by statute·. 

AN RO!-!. HE'!J3ER: Inaudible. 

MR, ROBEnS: But also these discussions of the escalation factor 

and what happens if enrollm~nt starts dropping off,because at so~e 

point we are going to reach that, 1t has happened all across Canada 

and of course it will happen in ~ewfoundland. 

Also is there any thought being given to drawing up a new university 

Act7 I have reason to believe that the unj_versity authorities on 

the academic side would welcome it, I think our present act has 

served us well but it is now twenty-four or twenty-five years old. 

It was one of the first acts adopted by this House following 

Confederation. Probably the time has come for a thorough look at 

it. lt couid take one year, two or three, then have a new act come in. 

But across Canada there has been a move in the last two years, ~!r. 

Chairman, to change this type of university government. There are a 

number of patterns evolving, Ours was based on what was traditional 

and common twenty-five years ago, . I think ours may now be getting 

outdated and it may well be that the minister should initiate 

discussions i.ith the senate and with. the regions and with the 
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administration and I would suggest with the student body of. the 
= 

tmiversity. 

PK - 2 

One other question, Mr. Chairman. the news recently,and I am 

afraid .I do not have it in front of me, The news recently in an 

article quoted the Premier. Now I 8.l!l. not saying they quoted him 

correctly or incorrectly but they did quote him to the effect that 

the administration were prepared to authorize or were prepared to 

say that they would get a number of millions of dollars for the 

student tmion building, this recurring -

A..~ HON. ~ER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: I am sorry? 

AN HON. ~HJ·IBER: Inaudible. 

}IR, ROBERTS: Oh, well all I want to know what it is because as 

I say it was in the news. That does not make it correct. That 

does not make it incorrect. I dQ not know if the Premier saw the 

statements or not, If not,his swollen staff would drag it out for 

him because it is always upsetting when such an influencial 

publication has such an incorrect statement. But I would like to 

hear from the minister or the Premier whether there are any plans 

for the studenc union building. I see the students, willingly or not, 

have voted to 1:einstitute this $15. per student per year le,zy • There 

has been so much controversy over that in the last three or four 

years, first it was in and then it was out, and apparently it is 

now back again. 

HR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, before the minister answers at least some 

of the questions put to him by ey colleague, the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition, I want to say this, Sir: The honourable 

the Premier sprung to his feet a few monents ago,thought he had 

detected a disagreement in policy, a _di~agreement in philosophy, 

''She is cracking. She sprung a leak." 

Inaudible. 

MR •. Nf_.\RY: Here we are, they are falling apart over there. Well, 

Mr. Chairman, ~e are not falling apart. I happen to be and we have 
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complete freedom within our rank, Sir. We can speak our minds. 

AN RO~. !-T-IBF.R: What a change! Wh~t a privilege! 

PK - 3 

MR. NFARY: Ah! it was ever thus, Sir. If the honourable minister 

only knew; it was ever thus. One thing that I have managed to do, 

Sir, since I came in this House twelve years ago was to speak my 

mind, sometimes maybe, Sir, it was to my own detriment. I will 

continue to do that, Sir, as long as I am in this honourable P.ouse. 

But, Sir, I want to say this, that even ..-hen I was a part of the 

previous administration I was against - how sha!l I put this 

now I have to be careful of how I say this or I will have the 

Premier on his feet again. 

A.~ HON. ~EMBF.R: I know you were against education. 

MR. NEA?Y: No. I was not against education. 

Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: But I thought, Sir, that more information on the 

university budget should have been made available. I think the 

Minister of Education,altho~gh he was namby-pamby, wishy-washy 

their in his explanation, he does not know what to do, he is tormented, 

he is losing sleep at nights, Sir, I think the minister,if he were 

to tell the truth, if he did not want to offend anybody over at 

the university, if he were to come right out and level with the 

people of this province, he would say, yes, more information on the 

university's budget should be made available. This is what I 

suggested, Sir. 

You know, Mr. Chainnan, ~>e come into this House, we show the 

salaries of the stati do'Wtl at the Lieutenant-Governor's residence. 

We showed the salaries, and I ~ight say so~e pretty high one, that 

dre down in the Pre~ier's office. All the various goverru::ent 

depart~ents we can have the salaries if we want;from the Power 

Commission, 

AN P.ON. ~BER: From the Opposition officei 

MP.. ~1'EARY: The Opposition office, yes. \.~e can have salaries from the 
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Power Co=ission, we can have salaries from any other crown·corporation 

that we rnay ask te> have them tabled in the House, P,A.D. does the 

Workmen's Cor.;pensation Board. P.A.D. did the Power Commission. P.A.D. 

did not do the university, Sir. w~at is the minister shaking his 

head for? 

AN PO~. ~!r.-'BEP: Inaudible. 

!A'R • Nf.A P.Y : }'arvelous. I knou I zm. That is right. :!-fy God, Mr. 

Bren Walsh will be proud of me, I do not know if he is in the 

gallery today or not but he would-be proud of me. 

A..~ HON. }'B-!Bf.R: Inaudible. 

MR. ~EARY· Re did "PerFon to Person'' at noon today. I do not 

know if the honourable the Premier was looking in or not. 

But, Sir, the univers"ity budget is continuously under suspicion. 

I am not exaggerating, Mr. Chain-an, right across this province people 

say, well they talk about extravagance and waste at the university. 

They say we are wasting too much money on the university. I have been 

told, S:l.r, myself by university professors, not my colleague, not 

my brother because he is not on the staff of the university over 

here but he is on the staff of Western University in London, Ontario. 

I have been cold, Sir, that ove~ here at this university when we 

are getting near to the end of the fiscal year that somebody will 

go around and say:"How much is left in your vote? How much have you 

left in your estimates? Oh, I have S50,000 or $60,000 left over, 

Well get rid of it quick. We are getting near to the end of the 

fiscal year." So jaunts all over the world, delegations here, 

delegations there, This is a fact, Hr. Chairman, I have been told 

that by members _of the faculty of that university, Sir. This is 

the taxpayers money they are using for joy-riding around, Sir. 

/ili P.O~ • PF.'. IB ER : Prove it, 

MR. NEARY: Prove it? Prove that it is the taxpayers money? 

A.~ P.0~1 . Hf'4'8ER: It shou!d be brought to the House of Assembly. 

}'R. Kf.APY: Well this is precisely what I said in the beginning. 
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The honourable mini-ser is agreeing with me. So there is dissension 

in the ranks on the other side too. 

Inaudible. 

MR. ~'LA..RY: Ninety per cent agree with me. Then the Premier gets 

up and says; "you know this is the policy. 11 

AN P.ON. }rn{BER: Inaudible, 

MR. NEARY: No I am not against the university. Hold on, Mr. 

Chairman, I am not against the university any more than I am against 

motherhood. But, Sir, I do not think that we in this province have 

anything to hide. Why should we? Why should we not level with the 

people, lay our cards on the table? Why? Are we interfering 

with a~ademic freedom, Sir? No, we are not. We are not and, Sir, 

we have in this P.ouse an Audit and Revenue Committee that is set up 

each year* I do not ' think it has been appointed yet this year, Sir, 

does not that con:mittee have the right to send for the information 

on the university budget if they want it? Remember, Mr. Chairman, 

the Premler went around this province in two provincial elections 

talking about all the reforr.s he was going to have in this House, 

We were going to work on the committee system, the Premier told us. 

But we are not yet, What happens when we have a committee appointed 

on ways and means in this House? I am not talking about t~~s committee 

now. 

A..~ FON. Mfl-!BER: Inaudible. 

~- ?7EAFY: But when we have that, will that committee have access 

to the university budget? ~ill it? Will the honoura~le the Precier 

answer that? 

~. }'OORES: Inaudible. 

~- r:EARY: I beg your pardon? 

A..~ P.O~. MEYBER: Inaudible. 

MR. r:F.ARY: If the committee did not have that information, Sir, it 

would only be a farce. Oh, well that is right. So as my honourable 

colleague said, Sir, I do not know what the answer is but I do know 

this,that we want more infot"Tnation on the budget of that university, 
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we want to lay our cards on the table. We want to let the people of 

Newfotmdland know exactly how their ~oney is being spent at that 

university. That is all I am asking, Sir. And what is wrong with that? 

And if that causes dissension in the ranks of the opposite,then I 

will say Goo help us? 

AN HON'. MPG ER: You should make a motion. 

MR, NEARY: That is,maybe I should move rny seat nown there close 

to the honourable member for Labrador South. 

RON. MEMBERS: No. No. No. 

MR. NEARY: No. Well we would have to push them all up .a bit because 

you could not jam another seat in there between us. 

AN HON. ¥P'3ER · Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, I do not think, Sir, I will have to oove my 

seat because I ar;, asking for =re infoI"!Ilation on the university. 

A.~ RON. ?-!"E'IBER: Set up a chair. 

HR. NF..ARY: Set up a chair ~here? 

At the uni''.'1~rs!ty. 

HR. NEARY: At the university? Well, Sir, I do not think I will have 

to leave icy spot right here that I am enjoying so much, the Opposition 

whip. I do not think they are going to call an emergency caucus during 

a lunch hour, throw rne out for asking for more information on the 

university budget. Do you think, ~r: Chairman , that I will? The 

honourable the Premier is trying to be smart,saying,"Well is there 

a division? You know the me~ber for Bell Island disagrees with his 

colleagues.~ The honourable the Premier knows what it is like to have 

a memb~r on his side of the House disagree with him. The honourable 

the Premier knows that. he is very sensitive to it. 

~- ~0ORES· Inaudi~le. 

MR. ~'EARY: Hr. Chairman, the honourable Premier ,says he is 

very thankful. I re~e~ber one day down behind the curtain there he 

·said; "Look, why do you not get rid o.f that crowd over there, come on 

over on my side of the House? I have a spot for you," 

AN HON. ~•3I~: Inaudible. 
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MR. CRAIRYA.~ : Order, please. --~ 
MR. NF.ARY· :Mr. ChaiI'1'lan, I do not ·know -what the Pre1:1ier has 

against me but, Sir, seriously, Mr. Chairman, I appreciated that, 

Sir. But, Mr. Chainian, if you lose your sense of humour in this 

House you have lost everything, you may as well quit and go home 

and bury your head. 

But, Sir, seriously,I do wish that we could get more information 

on the university's budget, I think the people of Newfoundland are 

beginning to ask questions, Sir, end rightly so. That is all I am 

saying, Mr. Chairman, I am not advocating that we interfere with 

the academic freedom of that university. 

AN RON. }'B-!BER: If you get the infonnation,will you show it to 

me? 

}ffi. NF.ARY: If I get the infornation will I show it to the honourable 

minister? If I get the information I think I will charge acmission. 

It will take in more revenue than a stag movie; but I doubt if we are 

goi .. g to get it this session, Sir. 

1-!R. )TTr.IBEI~R: !-fr. Chairman, there is a question which I did not 

get an chance to answer. The government's policy on this has been 

stated of course and it is quite clear,the position referred to by 

the Leader of the Opposition, lf something were to happen where it 

could appear that the university were putting funds here and there, 

just what would be the position then? I think that is hypothetical, 

but all of this is related to does the government have confidence in 

the administration or does it not? We do have confider,ce in the 

administration and therefore we are willing to go by the formula 

!lyste!!!. 

On a few of the other matters: The Leader of the Opposition 

asked ahout the three-year developme~t ~lan. Obviously that will be 

based on projected enrollnent and obviously there will have to be 

an element of flexibility becausP ·enrollment projections are estimates, 

they are not r.iathc!"atically facts and obviously there will have to 

be a flexibility if there is an increase or a decrease there. 
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With respect to residences, tenders were called a couple of weeks 

ago,to the best of my memory,for ~ students' residence which is supposed 

to house 500 students. 

With r~spect to the question on short-term borrowing for the 

engineering school, there was in fact no short-term borrowing. It was 

envisioned at some period that there might be but there was in fact 

no short-term borrowing for the engineering building. When we get 

to publfc works,I think there is a vote there of· $2 ,5 million for 

the engineerin~ building, 

In respect to regional colleges and community colleges,I think 

it is pretty clear what the regional colleg·e is. The honourable 

gentleman's desire for definitions probably refers to a community 

college. The regional college at Corner Brook will be or is intended to 

give the first two years of university. It will probably also and I 

think it should and I think it will give an associateship for those 

who do two years and may not wish to do more. There will be provision 

for that. It will also provide a broad range of extension in 

general adult courses, some academe, some non-acadeoic, some for 

credit, some not for credit and to fulfill various educational and 

by that I mean not exclusively academic, various educational and 

social needs. 

The community college,I think I said what needs to be said on 

it. 

MR. CHAI!r!AN: It now being 6 : 00 P .M I do lea·,e the Chair until 

8:00 P.H. this evening. 
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The Co~mittee resumed at 8:00 P,M. 

On motiotr'623-0l carried. 

On motion 624 carried. 

Pagel - HR.W 

HR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Chairman, 625-03-01, this grant to Dalhousie 

University, of this amount approximately $220,000 is based on 

an estimated enrollment from twenty-five to thirty Newfoundland 

medical and dental students. That is $7,500 each. The balance 

of $52,000 is required for the adjustment of prior years payments. 

There will be a decrease, of course. I would presume that all these 

entering medical students will nov be at Memorial University, I would 

presume that this will go down each year although obviously the 

dental students are still going to Dalhousie. 

HR, NEARY: I would assume, Mr. Chairman, that our own medical 

school is now swinging into high gear and there will not be any 

need for the students to go over to Dalhousie. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: I do not expect any medical students will be 

going, only dental students. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Mr. Chairman, ia there any amount included 

in this amount for other professional schools? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: No, 

MR. ROWE (W,N.): Law school or anything like that? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: No,this is exclusively medical and dental. 

MR. ROWE (W.N,): Well do we pay anything to Dalhousie as a result of -

for example, we have no law schoalin the province, therefore our students 

go to Dalhousie and other law schools as well,just as some of our medical 

students may go to other medical schools - do we pay anything to 

Dalhousie by way of a subsidy for students~ 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: No, there is no subsidy to Dalhousie or any other 

university for law students. 

MR, ROWE (W.N.): How did this medical subsidy come about or this 

medical school subsidy? 
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Mll. OTTENHEIMER: I think the o~iginal reuon for it, of courae, 

was the great shortage of medical practitioners in the province and 

no doubt there is still a shortage on a per capita basis. That was 

the reason it was introduced a number of years ago,to do everything 

possible or reasonably possible to increase the number of medical 

and dental practitioners. Now with regard to lawyers, I suppose 

we have the smalleat number per capita of lawyers,perhaps of any 

province in Canada,aa well. It would be aomavhat wrong to say 

that it 1a not an uaential aervice. I think the hon. member for 

Bell Ialand would probably agree that it ia not the vital kind 

of aervice of medical. I mean it is not a question of life or death. 

Mll. ROW'E (W.N.): Well did thia 111110unt, Kr. Chairman, in effect 

guara~tee us aa a province a certain number of places in medical schoel 

and dental school? In other words do we have a certain quota that we 

could depend on irrespective of the fact that the people going from 

the province might not have had say as high grades as people coming 

from Nova Scotia? Is this the idea, guaranteed placement of a certain 

number of seats? 

Mll. OTTENKEIMER: There••• a certain useasment to the province 

for a number of place• that the province would, let ua say, reserve. 

If we had the qualified number of people, then that would look after 

it, I would think. If there were le••• then there would be a rebate. 

On motion 03-01, carried. 

Mll. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Chairman, on 03-02, this is a grant which has 

gone on for . a number of years to the Moravian Missions to assist 

them in general in their educational work in Labrador. I think this 

part is especially used for their education in handicraft. 

On motion 03-02, carried. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, on 03-03, could we have a Ust of these 

miacellaneous associations? 
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MR. OTTENHEIMER: Yes, I have that here, These are organizations 

toward which the province makes a yearly payment. We participate 

in their work and benefit presumably from their research and studies 

and services. I should say before giving the list that if we were 

not to write a couple of times every week telling some organization 

that unfortunately we could not make a grant to them, this would be 

almost e~austed. There seems to be hundreds of associations, 

no doubt all doing fine work but we have to be somewhat selective, 

The largest would be the Canadian Council of Ministers, $13,000, which 

an organization with a permanent office and secretariate which 

represents the ministers of education throughout Canada, The ministers 

of education meet around four times a year. They disseminate information 

and undertake research on behalf of the various provincial governments. 

I would say that certainly in.a country like Canada where there is no 

federal department of education that this kind of organization is 

very necessary. 

MR. NEARY: 

to Russia? 

Is that the one which sent the minister's predecessor 

MR. OTTENllEIMER: They are the same people. Then there is the 

Canadian Education Assocation, another nationwide group of educationalists. 

Every province is a member there. Our vote for them there is $6,650. 

There are a number of smaller ones, the Canadian Council for Research 

in Education; Atlantic Region Management Training Centre; the 

Board of Directors of University Administration; the Maritime Art 

Aasociation get $250; Canadian Library Association and the World 

University Service of Canada. The major ones there, of course, 

are the Council of Ministers and the Canadian Education Association 

and the Atlantic Region Management Training Centre. 

On motion 03-03, carried, 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: On 03-04, this is an annual grant to the International 

GrenfellAssociation to assist them, in general their work in educat_on. 

This too is especially designed for work in ar.ts and handicrafts and quite 
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a lot of work in handicraft training has been done at St, Anthony. 

There is a commercial outlet. I understand Cheir products are 

in quite some demand. I would hope too that with the vocational 

school in St. Antho~y that this work which the I.G.A. has done in 

handicrafts should be facilitated a lot with the vocational 

school there. 

On motion 03-04 1 carried, 

Kl. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, 03-05, could the minister explain this 

one? 

MR.. OTTENHEIMER: This is somewhat similar to the Dalhousie g~ant, 

the Nova Socita Technical College. Thie is the amount that we have 

been assessed by the Nova Scotia Technical College for Newfoundlanders 

there. There are thirty-six studenta currently there. 

MR. NEARY: Engineering students. 

MR. OTTE~lHEIMER: Right, The vote there of $25 1 000 ia somewhat lees 

than $1,000 each as their assessment of the province. 

MR. ROWE (W .N.): Once the engineering school gets underway. in gear, 

in full ewingrpresumably this will be wiped out. I mean there is no 

continuing obligation to Nova Scotia Technical. When is· this likely 

to happen? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: This is on a year--to-year basis. There is no 

continuing obligation. I would think certainly within - of course 

this is hazarding something of a guess - three years there will not be any 

need there. 

On r.otion 03-05, carried. 

MR. ROWE (F.B.): Mr. Chairman. in view of the fact that there is 

$500,000 voted in other departments for construction and alterations, 

as capital programmes,and there is an increas here for Indian and Eskimo 

education,from $90,000 up to $120 1 000, can the minister indicate exactly 

what is going on. Is there something new going on, a new programme or 

a new building? 
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HR. OTTENHEIMER: This amount here is for Eskimo and Indian 

education. It is uself to pay the operating expellSes and parts of 

the salaries of teachers in Indian and Eskimo schools,at Northwest River, 

David's Inlet, Hopedale, Nain, Rigolet and Makkovik. Most of 

this is recoverable from the federal government. There is an increase 

there because of additional teachers and we are making more funds 

available to them. 

HR. NEARY: Why would teachers be treated differently who teach 

in Northern Labrador communities? Why must we have a heading for 

Eskimo and Indian education,if it is teachers, as the honourable 

minister explained? Would this be to house the children in the 

new dormitory in Northwest River, Mr. Chairman? I am inclined to 

agree that•it is not for teachers at all. I presume the teachers' 

aalaries would be shown wherever teachers' salaries are under this 

vote. Why single out the teachers in Northern Labrador? 

_HR. OTTENHEIMER: It is the whole educational service, teachers, 

ruidence facilities, m&terial and equipment in schools. The reason 

that it is in a separate subhead is because this is largely recoverable 

from the federal government. One will see later,on Leas Appropriations-

in-aid. that this is recoverable, According to the federal government 

formula ninety per cent of the expenses, Indian education and sixty-

six per cent Eskimo education are recoverable. This would include 

not only salaries but also services concerned with the schools in 

general,including residences, 

HR. ROWE (W.N.): There is an amount down below in Appropriations-

in-Aid covering capital and then there is another amc.•1nt there. 

Juat"Eskimo and Indian"it is called. Does this relate directly to 

the subhead we are now discussing? If so, why would there be 

more Appropriation-in-Aid than there is actual estimated expenditure 

for the year coming? 

HR. OTTENHEIMER: One reason I can think of for that is 

that there was an underpayment last year, Frequently payments which 
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are due in one year come another .year. There is frequently a 

y~ar's lag,sometimes because either the provincial data does 

not get to Ottawa or it is slowe
0

d up in Ottara. But frequently 

there is an overpayment one year, sometimes it is less and sometimes 

there is an underpayment. In other words the total amount for 

which the federal government will reimburse us, that total amount 

may not be reimbursed in the actual year in which it was spent 

and it is carried over to the next year. This happens from time to 

time. 

HR. NE.ARY: Mr Chairman, I do not know whether the donu.tory 

at Northwest River comes under the Minister of Education or under 

the Minister of Rehabilit¢ion and Recreation. Does it come under 

the ainis ter? Ia the donu.tory finished, Mr. Chairman? Have 

students been actually living· in it yet or will they be living 

in it t.Jiis Se?tember coming? I know the dormitory was built by 

the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation because when 

I was minister there we called the tender and awarded the contract. 

I might say that it went to the lowest tender. That was one project 

by the way that I was very proud of. I did not get a chance to go down 

to officially open the place because we got kicked out before the 

dormitory was completed. I can say one thing, that I do not know 

if the minister has seen the school down there or not. It is a circular 

school, lo~ated in a very scenic part of Northwest River. It is 

one of the mo'st beautiful schools I suppose that we have in this 

province today. From what I saw of th.e dormitory that was constructed 

when I was thrown out. from the plans it looked like it was going to 

be a very beautiful place, I am wondering if it is finished. If so, 

have there been students living in it so far or will it be open this 

September coming? 
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, 
HR. OTTENHEIMER: The dormitory is open. It is.in use. I would 

think that there would probably be between eighty and one hundred 

students in it now. It is administered, of course, by the school 

board. It is open and in use with approximacaly eighty studenta 

who have been making use of it. 

MR. NEARY: If the minister is going to have an official 

opening.would he invite me down. l take it, 
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it is o~t of the question• 

MR.· MARTIN: ~r. Chairman, a couple of questionR have occurred to 
-~ 

me here. 1 rst of all I would like the honourahle minister to 

clear un one point that mirht have some be.-irin~ on the rest of 

them. He mentioned .:i number of c01:D1111nities which are located in 

Northern Labrador and I would like to know under what criteria 

and who decides that the money allocated here is going to be 

spent only in these comtilunities mentioned. 

MR. OTTF.Nl!E! MF.R: llere we are in the area of federal criteria 

and the federal P,overnment participate on a certain basis for 

educational facilities and related facilities for Indian and 

Eskimo population and not for Labrador population or rural 

population or anythinR like that. Obviously we would be very 

pleased if they did, but we have no control over that. Their 

rer.ulations and these .coRt-share prop;ral'!mes are specifically 

related to Indian and Eskimo people. We take advantage and make 

the best use we can of the finances available but we can only 

do it for the Indian and F.skimo population. We ~annot transfer 

those funds to any other part of Labrador. 

MR. ~.ART IN : T assumed that that was the case, Mr. Chairman. It 

seeCIS to me that it is incumbent upon the provincial government 

then to inform the people in Ottawa exactly where these native 

populations are located. We are into a rather hazy area here of 

again tryinF. to decide who is or who is not an Indian or'an Eskimo. 

I can assure you., Sir. that there are Indians and ERkimos or 

people with Indian and Eskimo blood livinp in many, man~· other 

areas, not only in Labrador but also here on the island. I could 

think of one,rip,ht off the bat,down in r.ray River. ~ow I think 

the provincial J!OVernment should ta1,e upon itself to decide who 

is an Indian and who is an F.ski~o,for _th~ purposes of deciding 

where the money is p,oin~ to be spent and how much. In my own 

district,in particular in the northern part of that district,we 

have people with Indian and F.skimo blood mixed in with other blood 
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lines. I am Qondering exactly how we are going to come to some 

kind of a decision on how much Eski~o blood you have to have before 

you are an Eskimo and where exactly is it that we are going to put 

this money. There seems to be a great deal of discrimination here. 

Secondly and this harkens back to another subhead which 

we dealt witr but I think I can tie in relevancy here in that certain 

money is allocated to these ~roups. In the matter of technical 

training,at the College of Trades and Technology and at the 

Fisheries College in particular,we find that not too many of the 

native people are being able to take advantage of these courses 

for three reasons. First of all,there is a language problem of 

course,with no instructions being carried under native la~guages, 

and many of these people do not speak English. Secondly,there is 

not enou~h information regarding the courses available at these 

colle~es beinp. made available to. the people in these areas. Even 

if they did know what was going on up there and that certain courses 

were available to them.I am afraid they could not take advantage of 

them anyway because in many cases the academic standards are not 

quite high enough. Now that would be more applicable I think in 

the central part of tl.e Labrador Coast rather than the north because 

there is a higher standard of education in the north. 

So I would like to make three recommendations, Mr. Chairman: 

Firstly.that the provincial government get on with trying to decide 

for the federal p.overnment exactly where this money should be spent. 

Secondly, to inst_i tute an information progra111ne to allow people, not 

only in Coast-al Labrador but in all rural areas,to inform them of 

what precisely is available at these various institutions and then 

to make it possible for people in those communities to be uprraded 

to the point where they can come in and take advantage of these 

courses. I would like to sur,gest too that while the upgrading 

school at Stephenville is a great thinp,,maybe we could get better 

use out of that particular system if we took the teachers to the 
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students rather than taklnr. the students to the tencherR, We would 

get much more effect o~ of that. 

MR. MOORES: ?1r. Chairman, the Minister of Education will be 

referring to this particular subject in sol'le depth.but I would 

like to say at this time that the point the honourable member 

for Labrador South raiseR regarding the Indian-Eskimo mixed breed, 

if you like,or whatever it happens to be.in that particula~ area, 

but the native population such as they may be in whatever part 

of Labrador is of very real concern. The federal policy has been 

one directed particnlarly to the Indian and it has to be pretty 

well a total Indian community and almost a thoroughbred Indian, 

for want of a better expression. It is certainly not the way 

I want to express it,but this is their attitude in applying 

programmes. The Eskimo is much further down the scale. He does 

not get the sa!'le consideration as the Indian,and the people who 

have intermarried and so on are in- exactly the SaI'le boat. 

The provincial goverrunent. the previous government and 

this ~overnment,have not been any better in treatinP, this problem 

than the federal government. The federal rovernrnent,throu~h the 

Department of Northern Affairs,took on this responsibility. They 

are the people who have taken on this particular project, if you 

JM - 3 

like - that once nr,ain is n bad word when you are talkinp; about 

people, but this happens to be the case. I can assure the honourable 

mer.>ber for Labrador South, and as I said his specific questions 

will be answered by the Minister CJf F.ducation,but I can assure 

him that the etJual treatment for native people,and nati·,e people 

being all the people who live in these particular isolated areas, 

with all the hardships and handicaps they have, is of considerable 

concern. Talks have gone on with Ottawa regardinP, it and in some 

areas they have been sympathetic and in some areas they have not. 

but they will continue to ro on until all the people on the coast 

of Labrador, anrl this is what we ~re tnlkin~ ahout here, all these 
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people are giYen equal ri~hts with anyone else in the province. 

I wanted to make that assurance to the member before' the 

minister replied to the question. 

MR. ~f.ARY: . . }•r. ChA1.nnan, my honoural; le friend here from Labrador 

South has an excellent point. W~ile he was s~eakinr, there it 

suddenly dawned on me, Sir, that what he is saying is so true,that 

the Indians and Eskimos, the native people of Labrador do not have 

equal rii,!hts. 

MR. MOORES: Do not have equal rights with each other. 

MR. NEARY: 

is quite true. 

They do not have equal rights among one another• That 

The reason for that I believe, Mr. Chairman, is 

a few years ago when this unique a~reement was negotiated with the 

Government of Canada whereby the Government of Canada would pay 

ninety ~er cent of the cost. 

AN HON. MEMBF.R: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: No, no, the ap,reement with Newfoundland for looking 

after the native population of Newfoundland is unique. It does 

not apply anywhere else in Canada. Where the mistake was made, 

Mr. Chairman,was this,that in order for the federal v,overrunent 

to pay the cost of operating certain facilities in a coT11111unity 

it had to be ninety per cent Indian or sixty-six and two-thirds 

per cent Eskimo. 

A.~ HO~. ME~ER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: I am talking about population. The population had to 

be sixty-six and two-thirds per cent T:skil'lo,or they would pay 

one hundred p~r cent of the cost in a corranunity that was ninety 

per cent Indian. Now so what happened was that the ar,reement was 

negotiated for a community. It reminds me of the resettlement 

agreement, Mr. Chairman, if two-thirds of the population wanted 

to move,everybody had to move,and it discriminated against the 

minority groups. Well, this is what has happened in Labrador. 

There are no inrlividual rights. The individuals are not recognized 

under this snecial agreement and this is wherP it is wrong. 

4526 

JM - 4 



April 12, 1973 Tape llSO 

I· ']trite ap;ree with the menbcr for l.nhr:idor South. Tf I 

wr.rc the MlnlfltPr of llrhnhf.litntlon nnd Rl'c-rrntlnn,f'vrn brfon• the 

curr"nt nrr,.1•m.-nt 1•xrlrr11 nnrl I think It could run for three yenre, 

eve~ hr•fore it C'Xpln•!I I think thnt the ~overnmcnt would be well 

advised to enter into neP,otiations with the Minister of Northern 

Affairs, the Ferleral Minister of Northern Affairs,to either try to 

reopen the ar,reertent or -

DR. FARRELL: Indian Affairs and Northern Development. 

MR. NEARY: Indian Affairs and Northern Development, that is right. 

I thank my honourable Irish friend for reminding me of that. The 

honourable minister is not beinP, discriminated a~ainst. Butt think 

it is a very important point, Mr. Chairman, and one worth lookin~ 

into because I can see now that there is discrimination in Labrador 

on an lndividual basis. tf you do not reside in one of these 

communities that is recor,nized hy the Government of Canada and by 

the province,that is sixty-six and two-thirds per cent Eskimo or 

ninety per cent Indian.then there are no individual ri~hts. Right 

in the community that my honourable friend was born in .there is 

Eskimo blood but I do not know if there is any Indian blood or 

not. But you will find all throurhout Southern Labrador you will 

find an Eskimo family here, you will find ei~ht or ten families 

here, in Cartwright you will probahly find fifty or sixty families 

and they are not treated the same as their blood brothers in 

Northern Labrador. That is what it amounts to and this sort of, 

to mv way of thinkinr, smacr.s of discrimination. 

MR. '.l-l'AP.TI~: . Mr. Chairman, it is a very tricky question this one 

of blood lines and it is one that has bothered the bureaucrats in 

Ottawa for many, many years and they have never been able to come 

up with a suitable formula. I would suggest that the people who 

should decide on who is an Indian or who is an Eskimo ·are the 

peoole themselves who belonr, to these races. There are two p,roups 

currently operative in this province. One is called the Inuit, 
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Tapirisat. the Eskimo brotherhood ori~inatin~ out of Northwestern 

Canada and now comin~ into Labrada~. They can tell you exactly'who 

is and who is not an Eskimo. The other is the native council cif 

Canada who represents the non-status Indians, those . Indians who 

have not been recognized under treaty,and those people too,have 

worked out a formula. I suggest that before you go to Ottawa 

that we must go to these groups and find out what their 

representation is. 

MR. MOORES: Mr. Chairman, on that point and I will be very brief, 

I am sure the member for Labrador North is probably more involved 

than anybody here. The only one thing I want to say as far as 

the l!;Overnments' point of view is concerned is that uhether a 

person is art Eskimo or an Indian or a white liver on the coast 

or whoever,what we have to be concerned about are the people of 

the district and r,ot the blood lines. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, if I may and I am sorry I missed the 

first part of the debate but in this particular piece here I do not 

agree with the honourable member for Labrador South. I have to 

disagree on the fact that I think that the formula that has been 

applied to the coastal communities does not discriminate against 

the whites or the Eskimos or the Indians. We have a blanket 

policy for a number of communities where the federal ~overnment 

is sharing ninety per cent of the cost of the development of a 

particular community. I may cite an Indian community such as 

David's Inlet.with a total Indian population,where they pay 

ninety per c~nt of the cost under the Labrador services division 

of providing community development and education for that 

particular community. 

MR. MOORES: Would the member for Labratlor North permit a question? 

MR. Ji.~_Dt~A@.: Sure. 

MR. M~_(_)_JlES: I itr,ree th:1t the federal ~ovcrnment are payinr. ninety 

per cent of the coat at David's Inlet for these services. What I 
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hnvr tried to Ray rrom tlu• >~nvrrnml'nt'H p0Rltlo11 :11111 1hr q11rRtlon fR 

thnt r hnll•' I.hat th,· m,•mh,•r ,wrr•t.•H that thr t.n•,,tmrnt nh1111lrl ,;,. thr 

l!lftmf' wlwthrr It,,. In fl11vlrl 1 :t fnlrt. or whether lt lN {n llopt'1!nll' 

nnd'.thnt peopl~ nrr people llvinr in the snMe environ~ent aod 

irrespective of wh;it colour or race they are,surely one policy is 

what we want and not discriminatory policies. 

MR. m,om-r ARD: Mr. Chairman, I agree with the Premier in this 

respect but the point I ar.i trying to make is the fact that if we are 

~oinr to define ethnic groups of different cultures such as 

Indians and Eskimos then the white settlers who have integrated 

with those r.roups in those particular collll!lunities will not get 

the benefits that they are already p,ettinr, by this participation. 

I am sure that the honourable member for Labrador South must agree 

that we_ hRve col'lr.lunities tn MY district, five communities in 

CoRstal Lahrador,where we have people who are not Eskimos, who 

are not Indians but when the a~reement was drawn up,because of 

the mere fact that they were integrated in a co=unity with the 

Eskimos and the Indians that the whole community r.ot the 
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benefit of t~e ninety percent participation •. In the Eskimo 

communities such as Nain, Hopedale, Makkovik and Postville wh-ich 

is purely and almost a white settlement,because of the mere fact 

that they were living under this particular environment and in 

this type of isolation, they were treated the same as the ethnic 

groups. I \rould dare the honourable member for Labrador South 

to go into Postville or Makkovik, where we have settlers that 

originated frorn England, p,oinr, back a hundred years,and refer to 

those people as Eskimos. This is not the case. 

The total blanket policy and the agreement that was drawn 

up was that sixty-six and two-thirds percent of the development of 

the community, which included education. the government stores. 

participation in the fishery and the participation of the cultures 

and arts that were developed-in the community, were to be shared 

by NLSD, which is the Northern Labrador Services Division,which is 

now,(and I am sure that it is unfortunate that the member for 

Labrador South and the ~inister of Recreation and Rehabilitation 

are not in their seats) but if we are goin~ to define the groups, 

then I am very much afraid that those people will not be 

included in this particular prop,ramme. 

I agree with the honourable member for Labrador South that 

the people who have resettled from those communities into Happy Valley 

should get some of those benefits. Then again, we should not in turn 

confine it to the ethnic groups such as the Eskimos and the Indians 

and deprive the white settlers of those benefits in the comrr.unity. 

I think if y~u want to define the ethnic groups and I am very 

familiar with it, I know the particular people that were involved 

in defining native groups in Labrador when this particular agreement 

was drawn up and at one point it was concluded that we should include 

the whole of Labrador so we could get the benefit of ~ederal 

participation. 

In this respect I disagree with the minister. We have moved 

into the comr.1unity of Black Tickle (J. am sure the honourable member 
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for Labrador South will aP,ree that the people there art> neither 

F.skimo nor Tnclf:m) hPcnuRe of tht> mere fnc:t thnr the c-ommunity 

need11 SOl'lf'! up l i rt inr,. NI.Sn nn,I the f rdl'rn l nuthorf. ti rg BllW f 1 t 

to r:o tn there with th:ls particular pror,rnrnm<'. T feel, that if 

we are going to have ethnic associations, whether it is the Inuit 

or the Indian Association determining who are Indians or who are 

Eskimos, then a large portion of the population are going to be 

left without this participation. I strongly object to this 

particular move, Mr. Chairman. 

I would like to have the honourable ~inister of Education 

tell us what the $140,000 is going to be spent on under this 

particular subhead. I feel that this is not only of great benefit 

to the people in that community, it also takes an additional burden 

off this province. The federal government is participating by 

building schools under this particular programme, by building 

teachers' residences under this particular programme and by sharing 

other costs in the coll!D'lunities in Labrador North which have been 

moved into two communities in Labrador South, 'Rigolet and Black 

Tickle. 

We hope to expand this particular progral!lJlle into the south 

and to take advantage of this, if they can ner,otiate this particular 

deal. I feel that if you have to confine it to the native groups 

then there are a lot of people who are going to he discriminated 

against and will not in turn get this benefit. 

~"R. ~ YAl?TIN: One point there, }'r-. Chaiman, for my honourable 

friend from Labrador North. I think he would ap.ree if he had heard 

my state!'lents in the hep.inning, that we are really both ar~uing the 

same point on the same side. I certainly was not suggesting that 

we should exclude certain groups because they were not of that 

particular ethnic race. What I aIII simply saying is that there are 

other pockets of Indians and Eskimos or people with Indian and Eskimo 

blood livinr, outside those particular _conmunitic~ and they should not 

be exclude,!. 
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MF.. OTTENllEU'F:F • ?-1r. Chairman, in answer,first of all, to the 

question from the honourable gentleman from Labrador North as .to 

on what services these expenses are actually spent, they are 

spent on thin~s such as heat and light for example and also 

residences and a large amount of it is spent on teaching supplies, 

films, texts. 

AN HON. ?lr.~'BER: (Inaud ihle) 

Night 

HF. OTTF.NllEIVf.R: Yes it covers that and in r,enera~ upon the col!Dllents 

of both the honourable members from Labrador,oppositr, certainly I 

think the concern of both honourable gentlemen and government is 

identical here and that is to get as much benefit as possible from 

federal participation for as aany people as possible. Certainly we 

shall continue,if at all possible, to get the federal government to 

broaden its terms of reference, to do everything reasonable whereby 

as many people as possible can benefit from these progra=ies. 

I think there is a very stronR case to be made for the ninety 

percent and the sixty-six percent. It should certainly be ninety 

percent throughout. Obviously, this is not a decision which we can 

make. It is something that we can continue to work for. I think 

that the real question apart from that is getting parity there between 

the sixty-six and ninety percent in that the programme should be 

developed and implemented in such a way as to benefit as many people 

as possible. 

On motion, 62503-06, carried. 

f-fR • H. N. ROPE: -------- Before we r.o on, Yr. Chairman, why are there three 

separate things for Indian and Eskimo,capital expenditure? Expenses 

voted in other ,Eskimos and_ Indian,capital, then down below again, 

less appropriations-in-aid Indian and Eskimo,capital. What is the 

reason for that? 

?'R. OTTENHEI'1-'I:R: 

which-

The Heading 07 is for a school at Northwest River 

~'T'. W.N.P.0PF.: A specific project? 

t'R. OTTF.NllF.HT.R: Rtr,ht and which was for budgetary purposes under 
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tht' llc•r11rtn11•11t nr F1l11r11t Ion rni-loc,r I hnn puhl fr worl-,., J thfnl, thr 

vote wnPJ left thrrc when the <•<Jtfmntl'tl were• orir,1nally clone, in 

case all of the hills had not heen paid. I believe they have but 

that was a toJr.en vote there in case bills came due during this 

fiscal year. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: So that will be gone next year? 

!-1R • OITF.NHE Il1ER : Right. 

!-'R. WOOnl-;ARD: If I may, ~r. Chairman, maybe the minister can 

explain if the dormitory at Nor.thwest P.iver would be included in 

some of this capital cost as well. I understand that the capital 

cost of the dormitory at Northwest P1ver,serving the communities 

both north and Routh in I.ahrador,has been paid for out of this 

partfcular fund which iR a federal participated fund. 

~. OTTE~!EU"F.R: Any expenses left over from the dormitory would 

be in the next Readin~ down, 09, expenses voted in other departments. 

On motion, 03-07, carried. 

On motion, Head ·,n, Education, without amendment, carried. 

HEADING VII, JUSTICE: 

~- W.N.P.OWE: There is nothin~ apparently new or of any great 

additional consequence this year, Mr. Chairman, over any other year 

in the Department of Justice. There is only one question I would 

lilr.e to ask the minister on the minister's salary estimates and that 

concerns the possibility of gettin~ into the province (as I mentioned 

to the minister outside the House) a court of anpeal. I am afraid 

to leave it until later in the Supre~e Court vote because I might be 

ruled out of order s~nce there is now no vote for a court of appeal. 

I will merely ask the minister now f.f he could give us the benefit 

of his coffll'lents on what nepotiations have taken place with Ottawa in 

the past year or so by this present administration, leadin~ towArds 

gettinR a court of nppenl in thP province. We are now the only 

province ~ou_tsi_cle of PrincP E,lwnrd Island ,without this very necessary 

institution.and we should have it. 
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The other question, Sir, would relate to the District Court 

Judges, the additional District Court Judges which were applied 

for and negotiations were entered into with Ottawa about a year 

and a-half ago. He might have sol'!e ideas on that. 

Thirdly 1 ·and I Ir.now this is of great importance to the 

honourable melllber for Placentia East as well, this Heading as well 

as the others I have mentioned. What has happened to the Law Society 

brief to government which was forwarded on to Ottawa concerning the 

possibility of getting a fifth Supreme Court Judge in Corner Brook? 

Perhaps the minister could deal with those few questions. 

HON. T .A.HICJJ1.AN (MINISTER OF JlJSTICF.): M'r. Chairman, I am not at 

all at odds with the honourable member for White Bay South so far 

Night 

as a separate court of appeal for the province is concerned. The 

position is that in December of 1971, the previous administration, 

just before they left office.made a submission to th2 govermnent of 

Canada asking that the Government of Canada would consider 81'!ending 

the Judges' Act in order to provide for (1) a separate court of appeal, 

(2) a fifth trial judge of the Supreme Court who would be stationed 

in Corner Brook and two additional District Court Judges, one for 

Burin-Burgeo,to be stationed at r,rand Bank~and the other for Gander

Twillingate, who would be stationed at Cander. 

As honourable members are aware, in order to bring about a 

change in our judicial system . or a change in our system of the 

judiciary, it reouires amending legislation by this honourable House 

with respect to our Judicatur~ Act,- because we and we only have the 

jurisdiction to crea'.e the necessary court but the Government of 

Canada or the Governor G~neral in Council has the exclusive 

responsibility for the appointment of District and Superior Court 

Judges. They must also amend their Judges' Act to give them the 

necessary authority to appoint and pay the judges. 

Immediately this administration assumed office, I advised the 

then ~inister of Justice, t-'r. Turner, that this administration suprorted 
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the position_ thnt h1ul hrE>n put hv the prevfou11 n,lmint11tn1tlnn 

with re11pcct to the- restructurinr. of our court11. 1'hl" thir-n 

~inister of Justice advised,in 1972, that the request wn11 before 

him; I think it would be sort of i!llprope.r for me ta. give details 

of correspondence or that sort of thing but the matter was before 

him and he noted that this was a request for a very substantial 

addition to the judiciary i'l Newfoundland,all coming at one time, 

that in due course he would instruct his officials, his deputy 

minister, to consult with my deputy minister to see wh.lt in 

particular we could work out. 

~r. Turner was not too long thereafter removed from that 

portfolio, which I must confess as an Attorney r.eneral I thought 

was most unfortunate. We heard nothing from the present Minister 

of Justice. Last year I went to Ottawa and once again renewed our 

position to ~r. Laing. There was no indication from the present 

Minister of Justice as to whether he was at all in sympathy with 

our position. I understand and very properly so, that the Canadian 

Bar Association at their recent meetinr, drew to the attention of 

the present ?'inister of Justice that Newfoundland and 
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Prince f.dward Island are the only two provinces in Canada without 

separate courts of appeal. The time had arrived when this inequity 

should be cured. Since then there has been some communication 

between my deputy minister and Mr. Laing's deputy minister. I 

am not in a position,because no definite position has been indicated 

to me~o sort of give what I am sure Ottawa regards as confidential, 

their discussions. ~ut I think I can say right now with s01Ue degree 

of certainty that whatever chance we have of persuading the 

Government of Canada to provide a separate court of appeal,that they 

will not look upon the additional trial judge or the two extra 

district court judges with any favour at this time. 

The workload is relevant. If honourable members are interested, 

I do have the statistics showing appeals that have been tried in 

Newfoundland during the past number of years. They have not been 

very extensive but I believe, Mr. Chairman, that with a separate 

court of appeal the number will increase. In any event it is 

my opinion that the number of appeals heard in this province is 

not relevant in arriving at that conclusion. It is desirable and 

I say this at all without any reflection on the capabilities of 

the present Supreme Court and the judges who comprise the Supreme 

Court of Newfoundland but rather everywhere in the British 

-
Commonwealth you have separate courts of appeal. I do suggest that 

these separate courts of appeal were not set up simply to take 

care of additional burden that was being placed upon trial judges 

but rather the principle of a separate court of appeal, in my 

opinion, is very decensible. I want to assure my honourable 

friend that this administration has indicated,time and time again 

or as often as we can within reason,our support for this. As soon 

as we get a firm indication from Ottawa, there is a lot of timing 

involved so I am told and legislation must go through both 

Houses at reasonably the saree time or alternatively,if legislation 

is passed in this House,it has to be subject to proclamation and they 
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both have to be proclaimed the same day. 

r-lR. W • N , ROWf. : Mr. Chairman, I do not want to belahour the point 

at all. T. do not thtiik it iA a point which 1~ of p,r•nt int~r~st to 

too many peopl~ until perhaps they Rre hailed h~fore the courts. 

whether they are criminal or: ctvil matters, it is an important 

matter. I got the impression from talks with Mr. Tumer,back in 

I think November or December of 1971,that there would be no 

difficulty whatsoever (these were informal talks] in getting what 

is surely ·our just due here in Newfoundland without any, as the 

minister has already indicated, reference at all to workload or 

anything else. If you are talking about workload then perhaps 

if it all depends on workload,then perhaps many of our valuable 

institutions that we have in this province could be abolished 

altogether. 

The situation you have now is where there are four Supreme 

Court judges all of equal rank, except for the r.hief Justice who 

is more equal than the others. You go to court, you have your 

case heard by one of the judges, If that judge errs in law or 

makes a mistake, as all human beings are prone to do on some 

occasion or another, then you can only appeal in the first instance 

to the three other judges who every day cheek by jowl with 

that judr,e,talkin~ things over, having a coffee together, I would 

say they are in fairly friendly circumstances but this is not to 

say that on the appeal you would get an unfair hearing, I am not 

saying that at all. All I am saying is that in principle and for 

the sake of appearances because· ,as it has often been said ,justice 

must not only be done but must appear to be done. ror the s:i.1--e of 

that you have to have two separate courts. When you have a case 

heard before a judge and you do not agree with the finding of that 

judge in fact or law or the judgment handed down by him,you ought 

to be able to app~al to anoth~r separate plain of jurlges, on a 

separate level altogether,so that you are assured and your client 

and anyone involved are assurE.'d that they are ~oinp. to receive an 
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independen_t ohjectivc ,mhiased hearin~, that the best intell.J.pnce 

and knowledr,e of that court of appE.>al is r,oinp, to he hrought·to 

hear on solving the le~al problem involved, I am not saying 

that does not happen now, Mr. Chai ri'nan, but in principle it has to 

be the way that we have talked about it. 

Now I cannot understand why there has been so much foot dragging 

either in Ottawa or in the province on such a simple matter. After 

having these talks with Mr. Turner, I at the time sent a letter away 

to him in which I asked that his officials and our officials get 

together, by correspondence or otherwise ,and come up with the parallel 

legislation needed. whatever legislation was needed in either House 

of Co1T111ons or the House of Assembly, get together and do it. That 

could have been done in a month or so and then whatever sessions were 

then sitting,legislation could have been brouRht in and passed by 

the Houses and then the thing could go into effect. Yet nothing has 

happened for almost one year and a-half, which to me is intolerable 

in a way. I do not see why it should happen. 

There is some indication by some people, some unkind people,that 

there may be some political skulduggery afoot on the question. I 

have my doubts about that. Some people were saying that perhaps 

this government here were waiting until a Tory government got 

elected in Ottawa.so that lawyers who happen to espouse their 

cause might be appointed to the hench. That has not been unknown. 

Inaudible. AN HON. Mf.MRF.R· 

MP.. ROHF.. W.N. Shame! That is unheard of, Mr. Chainnan, In the ----
history of politics,it is unheard of that judges be appointed from 

among lawyers who happen to espouse a particular political party. 

AN HON. MF.MBER: He did it. 

~. ROWF. , W. N . Evil! 

Now, Sir, that is the type of thought that perv~des the 

atmosphere because of this type of foot-dragging that has gone on 

between this p,overnnent and the ~overnnent in Ottawa.because 

there is no need for any delay. \.'.e are due that concession. We 
~ • 
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are due that court of appeal and three judges on it. Whether there 

is a workload or not is irrelevant. I would submit. Sir, that 

very soon after that court was se~ up there would soon be a workload. 

I would say the present system inhibits people to a certain extent 

from appealing to the Supreme Court~sitting as a court of appeal. 

I would say there would soon be a workload and certainly in 

principle in any event we are entitled to that institution. 

I would hope that these rumours of political manoeuvring 

and political hope and political expectation are unfounded. I 

hope they are because as far"as I am concerned it is something 

that should be removed completely from the sphere of political 

influence. I believe the ~inister of Justice in Ottawa set up 

some kind of a secret CO!Tlllission or other -

MR. HICKMAN: The former minister. 

MR. ROWF., W.N. The former minister, Mr. Turner, set up some kind 

of a secret body that could report to him on who was qualified 

in their minds to be judP,es in the Supreme Courts in the various 

provinces and in the Supreme Court of Canada. 

When I had the privilege of being Acting Minister of Justice, 

I got an order-in-council passed which set up this board of 

judicial recommendations which also in the event of judicial 

v:tcanr:tP.l'I was to submit to the province here there recommendations 

as to who should fill those positions. The province, in an 

advisory capacity only, li.-ivlnr> nr, ncwr>r ir• the rtclil, cc,uf<' 

send these recommendations on to the Hinister of .Justice in Ottawa 

whoever he miP,ht be. There is some thought that perhaps we were 

overstepping our jurisdictional rip,hts in that re~ard,but I do 

not think that arpument holds water at all. 

All I wanted to make sure was that whatever minister, 

whatever government was in Ottawa would have the henefit of the 

advice of some good committee here in the province.who could sent 

to the mini~ters there recommendations as to who should go on 

the court of appeal, who should go on the Supreme Court, who 

should ~o on district courts. 'rhen the minister in Ottawa could 
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rejec~ that out of hand if he wanted to but there would be . some 

·llloral persuasion thP.re. He certainly would have to give it some 
-~ 

serious consideration, After all,this would come from a body of 

lawyers and laymen who should know who the best among thel!t are and 

who would make the hest judges and who would serve in these 

judicial capacities best. 

So I would hope that it is taken out of the realm of politics, 

I think it is foolish and stupid that it is in the realm of politics 

or it has been in the realm of politics, I hope that this rumour 

8oing around among certain lawyers and certain people who are 

interested in our courts,that this provincial government may be 

dragging its heels somewhat because they are waiting for their 

friends in Ottawa to get in power, I hope that rumour is unfounded. 

Mr. Chairman, perhaps the minister might have something to say on it. 

As a matter of fact I will say here publicly that if there be 

ever a court of appeal set up,I _would like to see the Minister of 

Justice on it, not because he is any great political terror,who 

should be removed from the political field.to give us a break -

I do not think that is true either but because I genuinely believe 

that with his experience, with his intelligence, his capability, he ' 

would make a good Supreme Court judge or even Chief Justice of the 

court of appeal. I believe that aa long as, Mr. Chairman, the other 

two judges are Liberals,! would not mind a Tory judge. That was 

facetious , Sir, but I would like to see the honourable minister 

reach that high station in life at sOl!le point. I am sure that if 

he were to be appointed to such a court,thete would b~ no need for 

any political influence to be brought to hear on anyone in Ottawa. 

He would deserve that in his own right just as a number of other 

lawyers,some in this House and some outside of the House,deserve 

that appointment in their own right no matter what their political 

colouring might be. 

I would like to hear the minister on thi~ 
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KR, HICKMAN: You have all the lawyers upset in the House now, 

MR. ROWF, W.N. You mean there are four or five lawyers and they 

are all looking now"'Dt the Attorney General's job with a jaundice 

eye. A very nice job it is I guess. But in any event,perhaps the 

minister could deal with that and perhaps some of the other members 

who are concerned might deal with it as well. 

As far as the fifth Supreme Court judge in Comer Brook is concerned, 

this is something which should not be dismissed lightly by either 

this government or the Government in Ottawa. I think it was a unemimous 

recommendation of the Law Society of Newfoundland, a unanimous 

recommendation made to the Attorney General,with the request that 

it go to Ottawa. There seems to be some need for that, I have 

never practiced in Corner Brook, I do not know what the problems 

are. Perhaps Your Honour has some idea as to what the problems 

are there. 

I do not think that they should dismiss that out of hand at 

all, As far as two additiona1 district court judges are concerned, 

the same consideration applies there as with regard to the court of 

appeal. It is again intolerable that all the . people, for example, 

in the Burin Peninsula, how many people are there? Thirty thousand 

or forty thousand people? 

MR. HICKMAN· Statistically 30,000, politically we say about 

45,000. 

~- ROWF., W.N. For the sake of when the redistribution is 

drawn up,there will be 45,000. 

'l'R. HICY.MAN: No, 30,000. 

~. ROWF.. W.N·: 30,000 in that case. 

But, Sir, it is intolerable again that people who are invol~ed 

in civil actions or other actions which come within the jurisdiction 

of the district court should have to go to the trouble, expense and 

inconvenience of either getting a lawyer here in St. John's or -

MP. HICnlA~l · !t is a F(OOd firm down there now. 

~R. ROWf., W.N'. There is a gooj firm there now, yes, in the area. 

But, Sir, I think that people should have easy and convenient access 
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to the courts, they should as a matter of riv,ht. Whether there 1s any 

.great workload involved or not is irrelt>vant. You will find· again 

that if there is a district court judge in Grand Bank or another one 

in Gander,you will find that judge ·will be kept b~y very quickly 

indeed. I would say there are lots of people now sleeping on their 

legal rights rather than to go. to the trouble and expense of 

coming to St. John's or looking for a lawyer in St. John's or the 

great cost of witnesses comin9: back and forth an~ all that sort of 

thing, Mr. Chairman. People should not have to hav<! that additional 

burden on them. They should be entitled to have quick and speedy 

access to courts, quick and speedy justice,at the least e,cpense to 

them and the least of inconvenience to them. I am 
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"nrrv to Arr thnt thr mfnh1trr ...... m., t.n hnvtt lnnt hlrt i-nthu11f11Am 

"om,!Whnt for thi- rl I Atrfct court I 11dp_r.,. J won! ,t h11vr thn1111,ht 

that the Oflf'IO'lfte woulrl he trull". l thfnk thnt he should he 

a little more aR~resstve a~ain in this field. He Rhould ~o after 

the federal ~overnment in a more ag~ressive fashion and try to get 

them to accede to our eminently reasonable request as far as these 

judicial institutions are concerned. 

MR. AYLWftRP: On 7-01-01. Mr. Chairman, before that is carried I 

would like to just add a few words on the appeal court. I was a 

member of the committee, Sir, set up by the benchers to look into 

the question of the necessity of an appeal court for the province. 

This co1TDTiittee
0
under the chairmanehio of Judge Noel of the district 

court of Bonavieta- r.onceotion, they unanimously concluded that 

there was r.ertainly a need for an apoeal court in the province 

and they went into the work-load aR well as all other factors and 

in additional of course the fact that every other province,as 

previous sneakers said,exceot Prince Edward Island had an aopeal 

court. Really the only real expense of the province was the 

provision of quarters for the court and the 111aintenance of a court 

building. 

Some people voiced the opinion that probably we needed a -

AN HO~OT'RABLE \AEMBER: Stenographer. 

l"P. AYLWARD: Well, yes, it is administrative but really not that 

i:;ignificant. 

i\N HONOH~ABLF. MF:~ER: Hundreds i,f thousands of dollars. 

MR. AYIRARn: No, .1ot really. Mr. Chairman, I do not think that 

we can count pennie!'J when it comes to .1ustice., ration it out. I 

do not see any real excuse, Mr. Chairman, on the nart of Ottawa 

to have thi~ amendment to thP. Suoreme Court of Canada or whatever 

act is required to be amended in Ottawa. I understand from the Minister 

of Justice that there is an · amendment re~uired of our own Judicature 

Act and certainlv I suppose a P,ood sten forward would be to see this 
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pres,ent session of the Hou!'le have an amendment hroupht into. the 

Judicature Act to make whatever amendment is required. I am 

sure that the attorney p,enernl was pleased at the Rupgestion of 

the honourahle member for White Bay North wfth respect to the 

appointment of himself on the appeal court. I must say that 

I endorse his sentiments completely. I think that he would 

make a fine candidate for that position and I also feel that 

they will not have too much difficulty recruiting the required 

candidates fo~· the appeal court. 

IB-2 

I do not think that the province should wait until a new 

courthouse is established nor do I think that the work-load is 

any yardstick for the appointment of an appeal court. I think 

the rights of the peoplF of the province demand that when they 

want to appeal they appeal not to two or three other trial judges 

but to an appeal at court. One could talk for hours on this, Mr. 

Chairman, but I do not really ~eel that it is necessary. I think 

it appears,at least from the debate so far,that both sides of the 

Fouse are unanimous if on nothing else on th~ constitution of this 

anpeal court. I sincerely trust that the present session of the 

Rouse will see the required amendment to our own Judicature Act 

made. 

I also agree 'that the two district court .1udges for certainly 

Burin and Burgeo - I think that there are a large number of people 

on the Bruin Peninsula and now that there are lawyers moving out 

to other parts of the province and particularlv to the Burin 

Peninsula,it is only right that the people of that s~ction of the 

province should have the right to go into the court on the peninsula 

itself. I sincerely trust that within the not toodistant future 

we will see a district court set up there as well. 

On motion 7-01-01 carried. 

Total 11ubhend 701 r.nrrfP<I. 
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HON. T. A. IIICIOfAN: (MTNTSTF.R OF JllSTTCE): On 711-01. Some of 

it is in anticipation, Mr. Chairman. My understanding is ~hat -

I am looking at the salary vote in the back - that we have a 

~eneral increase Plus the fact that we are in negotiations now 

with the representatives of the three groups that come under my 

department. Ho~efully too our salary for solicitors will be 

able to be used up this year. We have not had much luck so 

far but may~e we will lRter on. Other than that there have been 

some increases,as the honourable gentlemen will notice,in the 

salaries of the staff of the department during the past year. 

On motion 711-01 to 711-02-08 carried. 

On motion 712-01 to 712-02-02 carried. 

On motion 713-01 to 713-02-02 carried. 

'ffl. W. ROWE: On 714-01, -Mr. Chairman. Can the minister 11;ive us some 

idea as to when we might expect the royal commission which was set 

up to enquire into all aspects of the magistracy in the province? 

AN HONOURABLE ME1'4BER: About May 31. 

'MR. W. ROWE: Good. 

On motion 714-01 to 714-02-04 carried. 

~. WOODWAPD: Before 02-05 is carried,could the minister inform 

the committee if the recording equipment bel6ngs to r..eorge McLean 

now? 

1-'R. HICKMAN: No, ~r. Chairman. TB~ equipment is what is being used. 

On motion 714-02-05 carried. 

MR. W. RO\..'J . : On 715-01. Mr. Chairman, Her f-(a_iesty's penitentiary and 

Gaols, could the minister tell us of the salary estimates,since we 

will not get a chance, since 09 will not be called,and what the 

construction and alterations and the capital expenditure of $160,000 

is for? 

MR. HICKMAN : Well, ~r. Chairman, T have so many clauses here I cannot 

~eem to find my wav throuph them. The amount is for the p,ymatorium 

which fs presently under cnnstructfnn and which honefully will. he 

cofflT'lleted this year. Well, ft will he completed this vear. J had 

Rome n~rtfculars on th:1t r.vm;itorinm, size and all th;it sort of thing. 
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The total coRt of the gymator1um is $256,000. aonourable members 

will recall that there was some voted last year but we had some 

difficulty in getttnp, i.t started. The main contract is to be 

completed by mi.cl-summer 1md the srn11ll allien contract such as plumbing 

will be conplcted slii~htly Inter. It is anticipated thnt the whole 

job will he completed this fall. 

In the capital account vote as well there is $30,000 

for the construction of a magistrate~ residence at Placentia. 

Tenders have been called. I do not think the time for tenders 

has expired yet. The magistrate~ residence that has been 

occupied for the last number of years by Magistrate Linegar, 

until he retired,! suspect must have been one of the oldest 

residences in the nrovince. It is in pretty dreadful condition. 

ffil, NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the minister and I last year agreed 

that something had to he done about teenagers being put in with 

more mature adult, hardened criminals at the penitentiary. The 

minister told me at the time that a special committee was set up 

to study all of the correctional institutions in the province. 

I am wondering if that committee has completed its work yet. 

If so, when will the report be made public or will it be made 

public or if the committee is not finished,could the minister 

indicate when the con,mittee will finish its work? 

!-'R. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, the report most definitely will be made 

public. It is a joint federal-provincial study. The chairman 

informed me last week - he was he.re - I think that they had their 

final hearin~s. T~~y have been around the nrovince holding hearin~s 

and he informed that his first draft would he completed by April 

15. 

1-'V. ~f,AllY: Who is the chairman by the way? 

~- P.IrJ<MAN: A P,entlema~ named Caul, Keith Caul,who is the executive 

dire~tor of the John Howard Society of Ontario,and he is a 

professional penoloRiSt. He so far has kept on schedule and by Sunday 
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his first draft will he completed and then he calls a meetinR 

·of his committee,! think in Ottawa,and he says that he must 
-~ 

have the final report in the hands of both governments 

before (he anticioates) April 30. I tell him that it will 

be !-l'ay 15 ~ but he says no because he has another assi~nment 

startinp, May 1, So, it il'l less than a month away. 

MR. WOODWARn: r was wondering if the minister can tell the 

IB-5 

committee if he has any p1nns for a construction of a courthouse 

for r.oose Ray-Hnppy Valley. In the event that I do go to court 

under the conflict of interest bill I feel that I deserve a better 

facility than the existing facility that we already have. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, on that I have had some discussions 

with the magistrate at Goose and it has heen suggested to me that 

with some of the buildings that are to be vacated,that there is 

at least one building there that would make an excellent courthouse. 

I have taken the liberty of drawing that to the attention of the 

federal authorities and in particular Newfoundland's representative 

in c-,1hlnet and he has shown R i.>;reat rlea.l of interest in it and 

has aasured me that if the building can be made available we can have 

lt. 

~- NEAPY: ~r. Chairman, before we pass this particular vote,if the 

minister would tell us if the buckets have been done away with now 

at the penitentiary. Remember this has come up year after year. 

A..'i HONOl'.RAHLE ~!-l'HF.R: The what? 

~. NEARY: The buckets. You often heard the saying that, "He has 

not got a pot to(hlank)in." Well, that was before tl.e minister's 

time. He does not know anything about the nenitentiary. I think 

some steps were taken to renovate the nenitentfary and to put 

in toilets and so forth. Hal'! this pro1ect been completed yet? 

MR. HlCT"AN: No, I do not think that.it has, 14r. Chairman. In 

fact t am rrnlte sure that it ha!! not. The pror:r11mme that was 

initiated in 19~0 - I rememher it very well hecause we harl a bit 
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of a controversy over it,brushed with politics,of a p:radual 

refurbishinp: of the :tc:~0MT1odation there. I do not think it is 

completed yet. 

MR. NEARY: They are ill using the buckets? 

MR. HICKMAN: I supPoRe. 

MR. woonWARD: 1 wonder if the minister can inform the committee 

if they have ~f.ven any consideration to puttinp; jails or 

penitentiaries, whatever you want to call them,in areas such 

as Labrador where people are coming out and have to be flown 

to the province for a short period of time at a tremendous 

expense. I understand that there was some submission that was 

made to the minister in this respect. I wonder if he can 

inform the committee if he would give any ~onsideration in this 

particular area. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, the submission was not made to me. 

The submission that the honourable member from Labrador North 

is referring to was a submission that was prepared at my request 

by Magistrate C,oodyear,for submission to a senate committee 

on correctional institutions. I cannot presut>pose what the 

findings of the committee will he,but I am told that the members 

of that committee feel that Magistrate Goodyear's submission 

on the 

• 

IB-6 
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correction,11 services board, native Canadians, i • by far the best 

they have seen and there is a very strong likelihood that that 

aubmissioa may very well be the pasis of their recommendation for 

the treatment of our native population, not just here but in the 

other Canadian provinces. It is a real problem. Nobody should 

minimize it. I think it is regrettable that the native Canadians 

who live in Labrador have to be brought in here. They are 

generally short-term inmates, very well behaved,but there is no 

point in giving them gradual release, temporary release. Two or 

three have gone to university and with careful guidance,I believe 

that they are becoming community leaders in the honourable member's 

area right now. There is one young man in particular. The 

recommendation of Magistrate Goodyear is that the -Government of Canada 

should provide correctional iJ1Stitutions for the native population 

in their areas so that if they can get temporary leave of absence, 

it means something to them. Any instruction courses that are given 

will be geared towards their way of life and that sort of thing. I 

alll in total accord with the recomt1cndation that the hon. member 

for Labrador North suggested. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, perhaps the honourable minister can 

inform us as to what happens in the case of a native Eskimo who cannot 

speak English or a native Indian who roes to the penitentiary. Is there 

an interpreting facility at the penitentiary so that those people can 

communicate with the authorities at the penitentiary? Do we have 

such a facility in the province? 

MR. HICKMAN: I do not think we do in the province, Mr. Chairman. I 

have never heard of any problems being encountered at the penitentiary 

with the Indian and Eskimo inmates. One thing which may be of interest 

to the coIJDDittee is that during the past year a numb'er of Eskimo inmates 
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received temporary .~ence to permit their participation in a 

project which was carried out by the Department of Linguistic Study 

at Memorial University and the project of that department was the 

compilation of an Eskimo dictionary. The indication we received

from Memorial University was that the work of these men facilitated 

a great deal of the work that was being carried out by tJ::ie university. 

That particular problem of requiring an interpreter,I am sure that 

it has not been a problem because I would have heard of it. 

MR. NEARY: There is a quick question that I want to put to the 

honourable minister, Mr. Chairman. Would the honourable minister 

tell us how many females can be accommodated now at the penitentiary? 

This was a. bit of a problem all along too I think. Would the minister 

also tell the committee whether or not the Salmonier Line is used 

in the wintertime? If so, what do they do down there all winter? 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, it is either six or eight females who can 

be accommodated at the penitentiary. 

HR, NEARY: What happens if you get more? 

MR. HICKMAN: That problem has not arisen as yet. Generally it runs 

one or two. I will try to find the exact figure here now. I made so 

many notes that -

MR. NEARY: The females are well-behaved. 

MR. HICKMAN: That is right. The Salmonier Prison Farm is operated 

all winter. As honourable members know,we have minimum security. 

There are some recreation faciJities there that were built a few years ago. 

MR. NEARY: They have their own hockey team I understand. 

MR. HICKMAN: I understand they have a hockey team. They are kept 

reasonably busy, I would like to see an increase in the number of 

those going to that institution, I have reason to suspect that one of 

the recommendations that we will get from the joint federal/provincial 

study is that there be more use made of the Salmonier institution. 
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MR. NEARY: And probably a new penitentiary too. 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, I have no doubt that that will be recommended too. 

A great deal of selectivity has to go into the type of person who is 

sent to that institution. They can walk out if they want to. Nobody 

will stop them. They know that if they do leave -

MR. NF.ARY: How many do walk out? 

MR. HICKMAN: There have not been any in the last five years, 

I do not think. 

MR. NEARY: Not in the wintertime but -

MR. HICKMAN: No, I cannot recall any within the last five years. 

I remember Fox Williams though. 

MR.ROWE (W.N.): Looking down through the salaries of teachers,! find it diff~cult 

to see anyone we could identify as a person who would be involved in rehabilitatioi 

of prisoners, people who are convicted of crimes. What is the 

government's policy on this? What kind of a programme is in effect now 

to try and rehabilitate people who have been convicted of crimes? Now 

this penitentiary down here is for people who have been convicted of 

crimes and have been sentenced for less than two years. If it is more 

than two years, they go off to the Mainland to become hardened criminals. 

Could the minister give us some indication as to what his views are 

on this field generally or what programmes are presently in existence 

and what programmes are likely to come into existence as a result of 

any studieq going on? 

MR. HICKMAN: We have a pr1.son school,.with two teachers,at this time. 

The problem again you have with the school is that the average daily 

attendance - for instance last year it was twenty-one. Now this again 

is because we have so many short-term inmates and they say, "What is 

the point in starting a course of instruction or starting on Grade X 

or Grade XI ,,hen I am only going to be here two montns ." With statutory 

remissions, time off for good behaviour, even a three or four month sentence 
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is likely to see them out thereafter two or three months. Again 

for the information of the committee,the average number of days 

of school attendance per pupil during the year was a mere forty-

two days. I will not say that that is the extent of the rehabilitation 

programme that can be carried out there, We dg have some day releases 

and I do not want to identify institutions or anything,but some 

of the inmates with higher education do participate in some 

instruction within the city. Their instructors are aware of where 

they come from. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Do you have young fellows who go back and forth 

to work or to say school? 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes that is right. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): To the university? 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes we do. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): By day,and go back to the penitentiary by night. 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, day release. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, before we leave the penitentiary question, 

may I raise (my colleague has adverted to it and the minister has adverted 

to it) the perennial question which I think is relevant to the 

penitentiary and I refer, of course, to the O'Toole Commission Report. 

It must be ten or twelve years ago now - I think it was Mr. Justice O'Toole -

Archanbault Report, I am sorry. The Archanbault Report was set up by 

the Government of Canada to look-into the whole question of penal policy 

in Canada.which recommended among other things the creation of the 

medium security institution such as Springhill and I believe there is 

one at Drumheller in Alberta. I am sure there is one in Quebec and 

probably one in Ontario as well. The point which would interest th~ 

committee I think is that they recommended that the Criminal Code of 

Canada be amended so that it would be no longer possible for a person 
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to have a sentence of greater than six months but less than two years. 

In other words, Mr. Chairman, if one were convicted of an offence under 

the Criminal Code, the permissible range of sentence within the 

magistrate's discretion or the judge's discretion would be from zero 

days to six months on the one hand or from two years and on up on the 

other. The reason for that, of course, is the one that the minister 

hu just touched upon and my colleague outlined it,that more than two 

years, it would be a federal custody, one is an inmate of the federal 

penitentiary as I understand 1t,and less than two years one goes to 

a provincial institution. I suppose there are exceptions, particularly 

in Newfoundland where our institution is medium security I suppose 

at best. If we had someb~dy who the authorities felt had to be 

confined in a maximum security institution. even if he were sentenced 

for a short time,he would have to be taken to Dorchester or wherever one 

goes. 

The point is this that it is not something that the province can 

do anything about. It is a federal matter on two accounts. First of 

all on the legislative side and secondly on a policy side because it 

would mean that Ottawa would have to build additional accommodations. 

Nonetheless,I think all the penologists who have ever looked at this 

feel it makes some considerable sense because,as the minister has just 

said and we have been over it in years gone by, for the prisoners now, 

with six :nonths there is really no opportunity for rehabilitation. As 

my colleague said,that if you are sent off to a federal penitentiary, 

you get what amounts to a post-graduate course in crime. The recidivism 

rate in Canada, as I recall it, is one of the highest in the so-called 

civilized world. I may add that our sentencing is equally bad. One 

that especially haunted me was Canada,vith twenty million people,in one 

year had three times as many people serving sentences of five years 

than did England with three times our population. In other words, 

the Criminal Code between Canada snd the United Kingdom are roughlv 
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the same. We have the same law. We follow the same jurisprudence. 

'we are the same type of society, We have nine times as many people 

receiving heavy sentences. I think there is a feeling that sentencing 

in Canada is high1 but that is another story. There is little 

the minister can do here. I suspect that there ia little really 

Mr. Laing can do in Ottawa unless he is willing to make major 

changes in the Criminal Code. 

But I wonder has anything come of this? Have there been 

any renewed representations to Ottawa about the Archanbault theory? 

Ottawa have accepted it in principle but has done precious little 

to implement it, Where do we stand on it? I suspect it is more timely 

than ever because if this committee that the minister set up with 

Mr. Kaus • who is the chai~an, reports~as we all assume and suspect 

it will,that the present penitentiary here should be made into a museum or 

a garbage recycling dump but anything except a penitentiary, then 

the question will become very relevant because the government here 

will be faced with building a new institution if they are to dispense 

with this one. The question is, what do they build and how large 

should it be? It is one thing to have to build an institution for 

the number of prisoners who are serving terms of six months or a year 

or less on the one hand and it ia another thing to have to build 

an institution to cope with the inmate population that we average 

in Newfoundland now. Has anything new come on it? It is an old 

subject • . 

MR. HICKMAN: I have an uneasy feeling that that policy changes 

with every Solicitor General. That may be an unkind counnent. Quite 

recently I was in Ottawa, a meeting called by the present Solicitor General. 

AN HON. MEMBER: More dope on it, is it? 

MR. HICKMAN: It was not called for - that purpose at all. It was 
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called for the In.~national Congress of - I have forgotten what it is 

now - it is to be held in Canada in 1975. 

MR •. ROBERTS: Intimate concern to Newfoundland. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well he summoned all the Attorney Generals for one night. 

As a result of my meeting with him, I came to the conclusion that 

he is far more sympathetic toward this proposal than h_is predecessor. 

Springhill was finished. I am told that most of the federal prisoners 

from Newfoundland are presently in the Springhill institution. They 

go first to Dorchester where they are classfied and then they go 

to Springhill. The committee may be, despite all the statements of 

gloom and doom and the rise of crime and all this sore of thing 

in Newfoundland, interested to learn that there has been a very marked 

decline in the number of admissions to H.M. Penitentiary in St. John's 

during the past two years. In 1971-1972, there were 806 admissions 

representing 687 individual offenders. In this past year just 

coming to a close or just came to a close,the year ending March 31, 1973, 

it was down to 686 admissions, representing 591 individuals. This 

decline was about sixteen per cent the year before and twelve per cent 

in the individual offenders. 

The age group, sixty-five per cent of those admitted 

were in the age group of twenty-four years of age or younger. Eleven 

per cent were in the age group of twenty-five 
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to twenty-nine years, eleven per cent, thirty to thirty-nine years, 

thirteen per cent. forty years of age or over. These categories 

seem to remain constant pretty well each year. The nwnber of juveniles 

ad~itted were down from seventy-ei~ht in 1972 and in 1973 to forty 

this past year and constituted five point ei~ht per cent of the total 

admission. 

On motion Head 715 carr1ed. 

On motion Head 716 throufh 716-03-05 carried. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. For want of a better place to ask :1t, I notice 

up here in appropriations-in-aid, Prison Industries, $7,000,is 

made apparently by the government as the result of industrial 

produce in jails and penitentiaries Is that a fact? What is the 

hourly rate paid to prisoners? For example,is it the minimum wage? 

This is a point of curosity. 

MR. H!CtofAN: I 11m not sure if it is the minimum wage. If the honourable 

gentleman will recall~last year we amended the Prison Act, the last 

session of the House, to provide for the paying oi prisoners who 

do that kind of work. I think they get paid at the minimlll!I wage.I 

am pretty sure that they do because I noticed in the note that I 

had there on the Eskimos who worlr.ed with '1-'emorial, they were paid 

I am told the going hourly rate. So I would think the same thing. 

I am sure it does, 

AN HON. ~ER! Inaudihle. 

~. RICY.¥.AN: I have all the facts here but you are asking them 

so fast that the files are all over the place. 

1'R. FOJIEFTS : Mr. Chairman, I am very sorry for the minister if he 

has so much data that he cannot find it. That is a bit of a switch for 

the minister. Normally he comes in and tries to fly either by the 

seat of his pants or the hair of his head. We have seen a number of 

examples. 

I have a quizzical question. In a nUMber of provinces as I 

recall it,the prison inmates, the prisoners by whatever name one 

wants to call them,are put to work producing licence plates. One 

would not have thour,ht, Mr. r.hairmm, one could hring licence plates 
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under thl" nepartmt"nt of Justice, One can, t do not J,now if thl'Y were 

reflectorized or not,but it does happen. At the federal institutions 

they make mailbags and they used to_make mailboxes but that stopped 

when the boys went off and took some - they not only made the 

mailboxes t •hey made the keys as well. There was a sudden outbreak 

of mailbox robberies in and about t-fetropolitian Toronto and upon 

investigation they discovered that the keys used had come from 

Kin~ston,were opening the mailboxes that came from Kingston. We 

would not run into that with licence plates. Had any thought 

ever been given to it here? 

No. 

MR. ROBF.PTS: I suspect Mr. Robert Neal has probably gotten some 

equipment for sale,judginp, hy the fact that he no longer is in the 

licence plate manufacturing business for the government of this 

province. You know it is a fairly labour-inten8ive operation I 

should have thought. 

While we are at itt I am told there are only twelve.Let us 

have a quorum. On such a question the minister should have fourteen 

to answer it. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MP. HICKMAN: 

~- ROBF.PTS: 

There are two who _1ust came in. 

The member' for St. Joha's North makes -

Two. 

Makes two. Well he may but I am not allow to say two 

of what. Okay, the minister has his audience. 

MR. HIC!efft.N : All I can say, Mr. Chairman, that thought has never 

occurred to me and it has never been recommended to me by Superintendent 

Fagan but if you can ma~e an honest dollar and could turn out the 

number required with the limited number of inmates that we have -

anyway I will draw it to the attention of Superintendent Fagan. 

On motion OJ-05 carried. 

On motion OJ-06 throu~h 716-0J-04 carried. 

Ml • POWE . 1-l. rf . - - ---- - Mr. Chairman, ·05 - Fees and Expenses of Witnesses. 

What is the r,oin~ rate now? It always has been miserably low. You 

get a witne~s comin~ to court and probably losing a day's work or 
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something. 

MR. ROHF.PTS: I was a witness once and I got paid nothing. 
~ 

MR. ROWF.. W.N. You should have put in your claim. 

MR. ROBf:TlTS: Where do I put in my claim? I was a witness once 

and did not get paid. 

't-'R. ROWF.. W,NT You get a medical practitioner going down to 

court and getting four dollars or something for the day. 

I do not remember what the fees are but have they been raised 

recently or is it the intention to raise them? 

MR. HICKMAN: They have not been raised, Mr. Chairman, but we 

have had representation from the profession -

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR, ROBEPTS: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

From the Witness Association? 

Frem the what? 

The Witness Association? 

No. 

The fees right now,under the Criminal Code the ordinary witness 

gets a witness fee of $4. per day, for summary jurisdiction offenses 

$1.50 a day. 

MR. R0WE, W.N. Good pay. 

MR. HICKMAN'. I do not understand -

MR. ROWE. W.N. That is not the minimwn wage. 

MR. FICKMAN: No. I asked one of my officials the other day to 

check and find out why there is that distinction between witnesses 

under the Code and Sununary Jurisdiction Act offences and he has 

undertaken to do it. With regard to the witness fees paid to expert 

witnesses,these figures vary. I cannot give the coTTlll'ittee right 

now the amount paid to the medical profession. They are the ones who 

are complaining the most. J.~ain I have asked the assistant deputy 

minister if he will prepare a paper which I will have to submit to 

my conferees on the Treasury Roar~ fo_r approval. But nobody 

makes any money on witness fees I can assure you. 

On motion 716-03-05 carried. 

On motion 06 througl, 11 carried. 
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MR. AYT.WART>.· li'r. Chairman, on 716-03-12, ! want to say 

here I am glad to see this vote increased and no matter how tight 

the Minister of Finance and the Treasury Chairman was I am deli~hted 

to'see that he fotmd it possible to increase this vote from S25,000 

to $100,000. I think this is one of the best steps forward by 

the Department of Justice,as far as assisting the needy of the 

province,that has taken place in a long time. I would like to 

give credit to the r-•inister of Justice himself here because in the 

struggling days of legal-aid in Newfoundland when we found it hard 

to get a dollar.the present Minister of Justice provided the legal 

aid committee with free offices and gave it $10,000 just to hire 

secretaries. From that the organization has today grown and it is 

now administering the agreement which the province has made with the 

Government of Canada. 

This means now,with this vote of $100,000 from the province and 

the amount that the province is capable of receiving under the 

agreement entered into with Ottawa,we will have something in the 

neighhourhood of hetween $350,000 for legal-aid in Newfoundland. 

I think this is a great step forward and it will be a great help 

to the poor people of thr province who find themselves in a position 

where they are charged ,,ith offenses and they can go to court. Because 

what this really means is, as far as the criminal side is concerned, 

that no longer will any individual in Newfoundland who is charged 

with an indictable offence be excluded from obtaining the services of 

a lawyer. And also, of course, this extension here will assist us 

to expand legal-aid on the civil side. It is certainly not enough 

and I know the demand will increase because last year alone the 

demand for legal-aid has increased over one hundred per cent. 

The committee may like to Ynow, Mr. r.hairm~n, that since the 

T.egal Aid Socic>ty was formed and admin:!sterc>d lc-r,al-a.id in Newfoundland, 

we have assisted over 1,500 people to date and this has not cost the 

province really anythinA except the services of one lawyer,namely 

Timothy Chal~er.last year. So I think the Law Society and the 
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profession can certainly take a great deal of pridP out of the 

contribution that they have made here in assisting the needy of the 

province in ler,nl-aid. 

tam more than pleased to see that this vote has been increased 

by $75,000. 

MR. NF.ARY: Poor old lawyers,if they did not have to get this $100,000 

they would all be on welfare tomorrow. Sir, I hope that what the 

honourable member just said will come true. I hope that the needy 

people of this province will benefit by this. I hope the lawyers 

have not discovered another milch cow, 

Sir, three or four years ago when legal-aid came in this 

province,we were told by the Law Society,who were tryin~ to make 

amends at that time for the high fees they were charging for real 

estate transactions in this province, that is when it was brought 

up,when ler,al aid first came up,when they were trying to make 

amends to the people of this province, the poor coupleswho were 

trying to buy a house being fleeced, in conscience, Sir, they came 

out and they said."B.ook,we have set up a legal-aid progratmne." 

We were told by the Law Society this was going to be voluntary• Sir, 

I stood in this honourable House at that time and I said 1

11
voluntary 

my foot." All they wanted was enough money at the time to rent an 

office downtown and to hire a secretary. That is all they wanted, 

they told us. I remember it distinctly. I was in this honourable 

P.ouse and I stood up in the Fouse at that time and I said what will 

happen is that a year or two from now they will be back,it will be 

$25,000, the following year it will be $50,000 and the next thing 

you will know it will be $100,000 - a volunteer organization,my footi 

Lawyers becoming COl!llTlunity-minded • they are going to look after the 

needy people of this province who need legal-aid, free of charge, 

volunteer their services. Now it is up to $100,000. 

I will make a prediction here tonight, Sir, that two or three 

years from now it will be $200,000 and God only knows where it is 

11:oinp; to end, Sir. nut I hore the honourable member - ls the honoural• le 
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member President of the Bar ~ocl~ty now? 

AN HON. MF.MEER : Ina u<li h le • 

MR. NF.ARY · No not president. 

~fR. ~OBF.RTS: The Leader of the Bar is called the Treasurer. 

MR. t!FARY: The Treasurer of the Bar. Well, Sir, one thing about 

it,I will never be made an honourary member of the Bar Society in 

this province,! can tell you that. 

AN HON. ~fF.~'RER · Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Not that Bar. I may be brought before the Bar down at 

the Killock Lounge. 

But, Sir, I am serious about this.I hope that the lawyers 

will not fleece this legal-aid programme, I hope that it is the 

poor people who cannot afford to hire a lawyer in this province 

who will - they will be the ones who will benefit by it. I hope 

that the laW)lers will expand their progrmmne beyond St. John's, Sir, 

go outside of St. John's. go outside the overpass down here at 

Donovan's, gc right across the province and into Labrador. 

AN HON, MEMBF.R· Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: I am looking after Bell Island right here. Legal 

assistance,$15,000 for my good friend over here,the Minister of 

Provincial Affairs and myself, I presmne that is what the $15,000 

legal-aid is in there for. 

AN HON. !-fE''BF.:R : That would not be enough. 

1-'F. ~TEARY: It would not be enough? 

AN P.ON. H'FJ-fBF.R: Inaudible. 

Ml. • ~:F.A RY • r'o, Sir, you can joke about that all you like but it i. c: 

quite a serious matter. Mr. Kostaszek recommended that the lawyers 

clean their own house. ( I am sorry if I deafened my friend up here 

in the booth.) The lawyers clean their own House, Sir, and reduce 

the cost of le~al fees involved in real estate transactions of this 

province,hut they did not do it, ~r. Chairman. They did not do it. 

They did not follow the Kostaszek recommendation. But I hope, Sir, 
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that the poor people of this province will benefit by thi~. We will 

see what kind of a report we will ~~t from the Minister of ~ustice 

next year when he brinp.s his estimates into this House. 

Mr. Chairman, if I may,p]ease. Mr. Chairman, I 

remember last year goin~ throu~h the estimates and talking of 

legal-aid. We mentioned the fact of what type of publicity 

programme that the minister would give to sell this particular 

legal-aid programme to all of the province. My honourable 

friend for Bell Island in complaining about the La~ Society should 

know that our law fims are grouped together in three of four 

communities along the Trans Canada Highway and a number of 

areas throughout this province have little knowledge of what 

legal-aid is all about. 

Maybe the minister can explai-n to the committee what type 

of publicity pr~gramme that he has going on this. Will he hire 

the services of George McLean to publish a brochure or slide 

presentations at $4,000 apiece? 

AN HON. ME'-IBF.R, Inaudible. 

MR. WOODWARD: I am just asking the minister if he would inform 

the committee, Mr. Chairman, and if I could have the privilege to be 

heard in silence while I am asking questions of the honourable the -

~. CHAIR}l'AN: Order, please, the honourable the member for Labrador 

North will be heard in silence. 

'MR. Wl)ODWARD: Maybe the minister can inform the committee as to 

what type of programme. There are a number of areas throughout the 

province where we do not have any presence of lawyers or law firms 

so that the public in general, not only to sell the programmes to 

the three or four communities or cities or where we have law firms, 

maybe he can explain to the committee the type of programme that they are 

going to institute,whether they will do it through the magistrate 

~562 



April 12, 1971 Tane 118'1 

in the different ate-a~ or throur,h sor,e other mc-:ins. 

f-fF .• Rm~~f:_~_I.~: '-1r, r.halnnan. before the le11;al-aid commtt·· ,~e of the I.aw 

Society get into the act nav t say a word or two.because there 

are so~e ouestions that cut across party lines. There are in 

this House at present five so-called learned gentlemen -

A~ HON. !-'DfBER: (tnaudible). 

MR. ROB~RTS: No, I am not counting a quorum. I am countin~ the 

so-called learned p.entlemen, those of us who for some strange 

reason of parliamentary procedure are called learned. I could 

see callin~ a meriber who served in the war as ~allant and I could 

see callin~ a ~entleman who has been ordained in a church as 

reverend hut I do not see why we are called· learned. It is typical 

I guess cf the fact that lawyers make the rules. 

But, Mr. Chainnan, the problem with legal-aid in this 

province - and let me first of all con~ratulate the minister for 

wrangling it out of the hardhearted ~inister of Finance. It is 

a very substantial increase from $25,000 to $100,000 Let me 

say also that t agree,as a non-practicing member of the bar. with 

the gentleman from Placentia F.nst. I think some of the lawyers 

in this province and includinp; noteably the p;entleman from 

Placentia East have contrihuted very r,reatly to the legal-aid 

system we have. Now with the federal ~overnment comini into the 

picture,we will presumably be ade~uately represented on the 

criminal side or at least the indictable offenCPS section oe the 

criminal side. As I understand it,if one were to be accused of an 

indictable offence he,'.-:eforth and if one meet the means test or 

whatever the basic ~ualification is in the income sense,then 

Ottawa will pay or this federal-provincial plan,~ith Ottawa money, 

will pay the standard fees. 

That is fine but there are still two gapin~ weaknl·sses 

in our J ep:i 1 -:i{d qys tem ln "lewfo11ndlnnd. One is that even thour.h 

it hns he-en extenclecl rerrntly, the types of action have been broadened 
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considerably. I am still uncer the impressior. and I may be wrong and I 

would be ~lad to hear that I am wrong,but it does not cover every

thing. Secondlv and to me a far more ~laring problem is the one 

touched upon by my friend from Labrador North. There are still 

are:-\s of this province without any lawyers at all and there are 

still many, many areas with very few lawyers. The Burin Peninsula 

I believe has one lawyer. Mr. Fred Bishop is practicing in 

Marys town. I believe he is the only lawyer there permanently. 

I know lawyers from St. John's l!:O down there but that is an 

expensive business because of course one must pay a day's time 

and I suppose that is what? Two or three hundred dollars. 

A.~ HON. MEfffiER: I do not charr,e that. Ask the Minister of 

Justice? 

MR. ROBERTS: But I mean two or three hundred dollars is what one 

would pay for a lawyer's time and then his travel expenses even 

thouih one may only have him for an hour in court. r.ander has 

I believe .1ust one lawyer. Port aux Basques has two. ~inr,s Bight 

has very few hut the Minister of Educiltion is ~oing to set up 

practice in Riverhead, St. Mary's. 

AN HON. MEMB~R: Then there will be one sea lawyer. 

MR. OTTENHF.I?-IF.R: There would have to be about one hundred sea lawyers. 

MR. ROBERTS: The honourable member will have to answer to his own 

constituents for that. '!.1r. Chairman, the point is there are large 

areas of O11r province where legal services are not available at all 

unless one has a very great deal of money. The entire Northern 

'Peninsula, a~l of Labrador,hut there is a lawyer in Labrador West, 

in Labrador City, a ~entlel'T'an from Nova Scotia who has been 

adl'T'itted to onr hnr and ts prncticinl! up there and there are lawyers 

froM here who po down on literal carpethap,ger circuits, the old 

circuits. I think Mr. Ike ).fercer p:oes throup,hout Lahi:ador and I 

think Mr. David Sparkes has been known to travel to Labrador,as 

the Minister of .Justice says,and many of the other lawyers. I am 

sure if one is hired one goes down. 
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But the point is that in large areas of the province 

there is no eff~ctive access at all to leRal services nnd the lernl 

aid pror.ranme, as good as it is, does not answer the need. If one 

of my constituents, Mr. Ch.iirT'lan, should ,:i:et himself into a ·brush with 

the law,I suhmit,even on the criminal side, even with the indictable 

offences, even with the federal P,overill!1ent prop,ramme,he would find 

it difficult to r,et a lawyer unless he is standing his trial in 

the supreme court. !Te mi~ht flnd it difficult to find a man to 

come to represent him in magistrate's court sitting at St. Anthony. 

It would be a very expensive process to take a lawyer and to send 

him down. Similarly on the civil side it is immensely more difficult 

and I would venture to suggest almost impossible. I do not know, 

but I am approached from time to time by constituents askinr, for 

legal ~dvice and I ,:i:ive them the best advice I can,which is to 

consult a lawyer in practice. I sometimes put the arm on my 

friends downtown and ask them to advice a person out of the 

p:oodness of their hearts,and they often do and I am quite pleased 

to say that. 

The fact remains,in large areas of the province there 

is no effective access by our peo?le to legal services and legal 

aid will be a mockery until we do have access to them, Now the 

only answer that I can conceive, Mr. Chairman, is I do not think 

we will ever live in the halcyon days when there will be enough 

lawyers in private practice in the smaller communities. I think 

it may be a lon?, while before there is a lawyer in private 

practice at St. Anthony,for ar?,uments sake, and some time before there 

is a lawyer in private practice in Jlappy Valley, Goose Bay. I 

doubt if there is a volume of work there to support them,but maybe 

there is. !·le 1tre seeinP, rapid development,as a few years ar,o we 

had lawyers only in St. John's and two or three in Grand Falls and 

eight or nine in Corner Rrook,hut now we have many more in many 

more col'lTTlunities. 

MR. HIC!<?-{A~l: \·.'hen I started practice there was one in Grand Falls 
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and there were two -in Corner Brook. 

MR. ROBERTS: One in Grand Falls and two in Comer Brook. Well things 

have come on suhstantially since those dark days but the fact remains 

there are still many areas without lawyers. The bar is now gettinr, 

larger in Newfoundland. It is growing very rapidly. A lot of 

our young people are reading law and a lot are being admitted to 

the bar anrl they are all coming into practice. 

So I will make the SUR~estion, now I know :! will probably 

be stomped upon by my brethren at the bar if he does not like it, 

I make the suggestion the Minister of Justice might consider 

hiring a half dozen young lawyers such as Mr. Timothy Chalker,whom 

the gentleman from Placentia East mentioned,and might consider 

stationin~ theM in the smaller communities, guaranteeing 

salary. Maybe they could be in private practice,if therewere 

somebody who wanted to,but with a ~uaranteed salary, much as 

we do with dentists in the rural areas. 

Nine. E~en with all of us here. Your Honour, I mean 

really if we are goinr, to sit late, if we are going to sit at 

ten o'clock tomorrow morning,the least we can do, Sir, is have 

fourteen of the honourable ~entlemen present. 

A.~ HON. ME~ER: They are just by the door there having a smoke;· · · 

HR. ROR'ER'l'!::: t-rell, I see the gentleman from Bay de Verde, having 

a ci~arette,outside. I assume it is a cigarette he is smokinp.. 

He has just entered the chamber and bowed appropriately. I see 

the Minister of Provincial Affairs ~bout to join us. I see the 

minister of th:!s or t,1e minister of that and the szentleman from 

Harbour Grace. Come on in. Come on now. I am prepared to believe 

the honourable r-entleMan is a r.entlernan most of the time - the 

honourable rentle~an for Trinity South. One, two, three, six. 

eiP,ht. ten, twelve, fine! 

A.~ HO~. ~!F.!--'TI"'.~:. (Inaudible). 

~- ROBERTS: If you cannot be intellipent at least be intelliJ?:ible. 

It is the new maths · 
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MR. ROB:.RTS: Well, the new mathsare newer than t. · Now, Mr. Chaiman, 

wh:~t I an sur,~f'etinr. of the minister is he miP,ht think of htrin~ -

I think we are now her.inninr. to get enough younr, lawyers around. I 

am told there are bep,innin?, to be difficulties fitting them in 

downtown. lt maybe a year or two yet but it will come just as 

a few years a~o it was difficult to get doctors. 

A~ IION. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROilF.~TS: Well, Mr. Chairman, one of the great le1al-aid 

quests of Newfoundland is going . to be watching the honourable gentleman 

from St Mary's ~et to the bar. "May there be no mourning at the bat 

when we put out to sea," as Tennison says. ''Sunset and evening 

star and one clear call for me." { If he wants the clear call.) 

"May ther~ be no mourninP. at the bar when I put out to sea." It is 

quite an effective poem. 

But, ~r. Chairman, a few years ago we haa trouble getting 

doctors in Newfoundland and we still do not have any great number 

of them but it is becoming substantially and significantly easier 

for the Minister of Health to recruit doctors because St. John's 

and the more attractive private practice areas are beginning to 

fill up, beginning to be enough men to handle the work that is 

available. The ~inister of Health,as he told us earlier 9 has had 

a much more successful time of it than any of his predecessors 

had. Well, I think that is beginning to happen with lawyers and 

I put forward quite seriously whether the minister would take 

under consideration tryinr. to hire two or three young lawyers, 

either hirinp.; them or guaranteein17 them a certain level of income 

if they were to r.o to a plnce. 

Now the point is,the work is there. There is a case 

north of Saskatoon,in a cornr:1unity called Duck Lake,where there 

are a nUl'.lber of Indian reservations centered about that community 

and that 1-tas attracted the support of the Donor C:madian Foundation 

who put a lot of money into ~;ewfoundland. The extension services 

that MY friP.nd from Rell Island is so . keen on has attracted a 
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lot of money from the Donnr Foundation this past two yeArs. They 

have also had a lot o_f-41nney fr0r.1 the ,,,, ,;p;-i,nent of the province, 

I might add. The Donor FQund;ition is finandnv a one year 

experiment and the experiment: is to put a la,, ·.·r in this community 

and see what work there would be,b~cause the answer ~lways is; 

"No, there is not enough work." Well they are findinl!: out the 

answer. I read the report two or three weeks ago, an interim 

report,and they are finding out a very great deal of work exists 

and it has never Deen looked at before 9 and these are the minor 

things in the overall scale. They are not great hugh property 

transactions and they are not estates in several hundred thousand of 

dollars and· they are not corporation problems but they are the 

small problems of individuals. 

For example,we now have quite a good Landlord and Tennant 

Act in this province but I submit that many people are 11:oin?. to 

need legal advice to get their rights under that act and they need 

legal advice to understand the act to be11:in with. So I make the 

suggestion to the minister. I ·think it is something we could look 

at. Hire a few lawyers and station them. Maybe one would go to 

Burin or Grand Bank, perhaps the Goose f.ay Area, perhaps the 

St. Anthony Area. there oup,ht to he a need up in Springdale or 

somewhere in that area because the people in Sprins.>,dale are now !l;Oin~ 

out tor.rand falls. On~ would have to have a J!Teat deal of money 

in Sprinpdale to hire a lawyer to come up fror.i Grand Falls. There 

is one p:eritleman rir,"1cti«i~,. law in Gander. !~r. Lloyd Easton I 

believe is the only lawyer in practice in Gander now, Hr. Brewer 

in Carbonear, - . 

MR. HICKYA~: Mr. :-!ills. 

MR. RORf.RTS: ~r. ~ills co~nutes to Clarenville. does he not? He is 

there two or three nays n week. 

f-'R . HTrn•N:: \!rll, his home iR in r.1:irf'nville .,net I think he -----· · -
comm11 tes to ~ t. .Tohn' ~. 

MR. R<1'1f.RT~: T se<'. Rut 11here th«~re J s one l.,wyer then• should be 
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two to rnal:c sure each side has access to on ,' . I am more concerned 

even still about even the more remote rural areas,but I put forward 

the suggestion. It would not cost a lot of money particularly if 

we were to take the approach that instead of paying them a 

salary we would say, "All right,we shall guarantee you $12,000 

or $15,000 or whatever the p.oinp. price would be for a lawyer,and 

you hang out your shingle and take what work you can and what 

leJ!'al-aid work comes you will be paid for on the normal scale." 

Now with the Ottawa contrihutio~ and with the increased contribution 

that we are votinp. here under this subhead, ~r. Chairman, it might 

be practicable. I think it would be a great benefit to our people 

because despite what has been done (maybe the gentleman from 

Placentia East could comment on this) despite what has been done 

many of our people still do not have access to ler,al services and 

for the people in most parts of this province the money we are 

votinp. here is of remarkably little use. 

The federal scheme is of remarkably little use because 

the money may be there but the lawyers are not accessible. In 

practical terms they just are not available and the only way we 

are 11:oing to ma~e them available is if we ta~e the initiative, if 

the 11:overm:1ent take the initiative and the government say, "All 

ri,;1;ht we shall provide the lawyers. If nobody else will,we shall." 

I think we are coming to the point in our society in Canada and in 

Newfoundland in particular.where legal rir,hts are just as tender 

and just as hip,hly regarded as hospital care or medical care all 

of which a few years ago were private and now they are public 1 

I think the time is coming when legal rights of this type should 

be public. Corporations can look out for themselves, people 

buyiniz: ancl sellin~ houses can look out for themselves even though 

they are bein? char~ccl extrcrn~ly hi?h rntes. 

What is the score on the game by the w:1y? 

A.~ HO~. ~~PTI[R: Two-to-nothing . 

~- FOBr.PTS: Is it the same score a~ the House Leader has? 

A tiny bit ahead I think. 
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MR. ROBERTS: A tiny bit ahead. It is the first time in history the 

House Leader. has been· "&l\ead of anybody, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. f-f.ARSHALL: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

A.~ HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Actually I am listening to the requiem. 

Listening to the requiem? 

Three-to-nothing. 

Three-to-nothing for whom? 

Montreal. 

I thought the world series was over. 

It is now in progress. 

It is now in progress, is it? 

Mr. Chairman, I put forward the suggestion quite seriously. 

I think it has some merit. Maybe the gentleman from Placentia East 

or the minister could comment on it. 

MR. AYLWARD: Mr. ChaimAn, I do not think really I can let the 

remarks of the honourable member for Bell Island pass here. He is 

such a great crusader for the poor, the white knight,and he is 

really the ~entleman who espouses all the causes of all the needy 

throu~hout Newfoundland. I certainly think that if he really is 

concerned in this instance about the legal services that the needy 

of the province will receive,he would certainly be better informed 

and would do the future recipients of legal-aid a favour if he were 

to inform himself of the facts. He seems to conclude for some 

reason, Mr. Chairman, beyond me, that he is the author of all good 

including now this lep,al-aicl propramm«?. I will say this for the 

honourable P,entleman, I do not know when he started hut I run sure 

he was not the first in the province to complain about 1egal fees 

and I am not here -

MR. ROBERTS: The gentleman 
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from St. John's West also complained quite publicly nhout them 

as well. 

~.. AYLPA!?D: Of course he did and so did several other gentlemen. 

They will continue to cooplain ahout them and there have been 

recent meetings and in fact here was a meeting scheduled only as 

recently as Tuesday to do somethin~ about this matter. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not want the honourable gentlemen to feel 

that because of his concern for leP,al fees at the time, that this 

was really the cause for the Law Society to go into the question of 

legal aid. As I said once before when I dealt with this question, 

he had as much to do with that really as I had or will have in 

selecting who will go to the moon oc the next mission. The Law 

Society rlecided in 1964 that this whole question should be 

investi~ated and a cotn111ittee was appointed to investigate the 

matter. They studied it and studied it thoroughly. After a period 

of two years they made their report to the Law Society and as a 

result of that report the present plan that we have in effect ~~s 

recommended to the socfety and approved. 

~'r. Chairman• for a period of over three years, every person 

in Newfoundland who qualified for leizal-aid received it on a 

voluntary basis froM local lawyers practicing in Newfoundland. I 

am very, very pleased to say that not one copper was paid to any 

lawyer for legal fees in any le~al-aid cases. I certainly feel, 

in fairness to the nuober of men who provided this service free of 

charge, that the record should be strair,ht and that is that not 

one cent, not one penny was paid. On the contr.1.ry, t'r. Chairman, 

wl1at happened w~R thfs; when leral afd was set up in Newfoundland 

we only had very, very few lawyers and practically, I suppose ninety 

percent of them were here in St. John's. We wanted to ensure from 

the begfnning that legal-aid was provided, not to the people of 

St. John's b~t to the people of the entire province, everywhere in 

Newfoundland, if they ou;:i li fied under the plan. 

ft!, pn~:. ·•-r.•·r,r:p_:. Anrl I.;-1hr.ador. 
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1'fP. AYLWARD: And Labrador. We ' sent lawyers to Labrador. 

~r. Chairman, when there was not a cent available, when my 

honourable friend the Great White Knirht from Bell Island was 

a member of the previous cabinet, when I was trying to extract 

one thousand· dollars to pay for a secretary. I could not get. 

a cent and the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Chairman ••• 

AN HON. t!E?vfBER: No. Ho. 

l'-'R. AYLWARD: Oh yes. Oh no, I know. The Leader of the Opposition 

and my honourable friend from White Bay North, they were synpathetic, 

they thought it was a great cause but they were just as unsuccessful 

as I was in trying to extract, not a thousand, not a hundred, not 

a dollar; not one dollar for le~al aid in Newfoundland. Now I will 

say to them that these ••• 

MR. ROBERTS: 

~- AYLWARD: 

That is an incorrect statement. 

That is not incorrect. That is not incorrect. I 

know whereof I speak. 1hat is not incorrect. 

MR. ROBERTS: It is too. 

'MR. AYLWARD: In what respect? 

¥R. ROBERTS: Would the honourable ~entlel!l.!ln yield for a second? 

~- AYLWARD: Yes, by all means. 

'MR. ROBERTS: Both the gentleman from Bell Island and myself joined 

the cabinet in July of 1968. I have no idea what the ~rant was at 

that time but I suspect it was $10,000 for legal-aid. It was 

raised a year or two after that to s2s,noo which is what it was 

when the Smallwood Administration left office. It was $25,000 this 

past year and it has now been raised in the item under consideration 

to $100,000. I appreciate the honouarble ~entleruin's efforts. I 

was the recipient of some of his opportunings in behalf of the 

Legal Aid Committee but I point out that his statement was incorrect. 

I do not know when the first ~rant was made, I suspect it was while 

the Minister of Justice was Minister of Justice. 

PR. AYT.1·1.ARD: That is right, 1968. 

}'R. P.OBFP.TS: He and I served together in the cabinet from July of · 

1968 until he had an unfortunate accident in late October 1969 and 
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left the cabinet. Let us let the n•cord stnnd. 

~- AYLW~FD: }•r. Chairman, the point I am attempting to make is 
-~ 

this-

AN F.ON. "1E!-'BER: ( Inaudible) 

MR. AYLWARD: Well, you know, a man convinced against his will 

is of the same opinion still and I am sure I, not alone I, but 

Nip.ht 

if every lawyer in !'forth America taU:ed for the next ten years they 

would never convince the honourahle member from Bell Island. I am 

not attempting to do that. What I am attempting to do is this; to 

give the Law Society of Newfoundland the credit they deserve for the 

legal-aid provided in Newfoundland. I do not want the honourable 

member from Bell Island nor the record to indicate that the 

honourable gentleman from Bell Island,no matter what else he did 

or what he did not do, he had as little to do with legal-aid being 

set up in Newfoun~land,as I said before, as I had in selectin~ who 

would go on the next moon mission. 

Mr. Chairman, on the question of legal-aid this is what 

I want to day: Not alone did the Law Society provide the service 

from 1968 up until the time ~r. Chalker was hired free of charge, 

they did more than that. We had to determine a method to ensure that 

every lawyer would participate in that pro~ramme. When we opened 

the office every Wednesday nip.ht and we had two lawyers on duty 

down there, no one received a cent. 1f the peo~le qualified for 

le11:al-aid,they were assip:necl hy these lawyers, the lawyers took the 

cases and the lwyers to whom the cases were assir,ned, they were 

assigned in alphahetical order. That meant this, ~r. Chairman, 

if a recipient of legal-aid were assi,rned to a particular lawyer and 

that lawyer could not himself look after that individual then he wns 

required to retain a lawyer himself and pay for it. 

What happened over the years, ~r. Chairman, was this; in 

some cases and I know personally of cases where lawyers to whom 

legal-aid cases were referred, who were unable to act for one reason 

or another, they themselves were compelled under the plan to hire a 
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lawyer to provide aid to the recipient of legal-aid. In some 

cases lawyers have paid out of their own pockets in excess of 

five hundred dollars so that a person could obtain legal-aid. 

For the honourable gentlel'!an from Bell Island to get up talking 

about all the money all the lawyers in Newfoundland were getting 

Night 

from legal-aid- n~t one five cents, not one five cents, ~r. Chairman. 

When through the efforts of the present Minister of 

Justice we were successful in obtaining an increase of the grant 

from $10,000 to $25,000- , 

MR. ROBERTS: No way. The present minister was not in the 

cabinet when that increase was made. 

MR. AYLWARD: He was not? I am sorry. 

Ml. ROBERTS: The record will confirm that. He had no more to do 

with that than the honourable 11:entleman had to do with getting 

elected in Placentia East. Les Curtis gets what credit there is 

for it. 

MR. AYLWARD: Mr. Chairman, the honourable the former Attorney 

General had and I would say and I said it when he was there, he had 

a fifteenth century concept of legal ai~. I think the honourable 

gentlemen, both the Leader of the Opposition and the member for 

White Bay South,were at the office one time when I attended there, 

discussing the question of legal-aid. I must say they joined me in 

my efforts to try to extract further SUMS. He was of the opinion 

that if a manwerecharged with an offence that was sufficient. 

AN HON. J',fEMBER: Hang him. 

?-IP.. AYLWARD: He was guilty beyond any doubt, he did not need any 

defence from le11:al-aid-

}IR. W.N.FOWE: Do not waste money on a trial. 

'-'R. AYLWARD: Do not waste money on a trial,so he really did not 

need any lawyer. 

'1-'R. HIC~AN: You are tal1':.ing about the former Attorney General? 

l'!R. AYLWARD: Oh ye.s, ~r. Chairman, I want to make it abundantly 

clear,of course, that this was the former Attorney General. 
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MR. r.ROStIE: ThP prPsent one is a p;reat human hei.nr,. 

HR. AYLWARD: -------·· The present one is a p;reat humanitarian when it• 

comes to le!!;al-aicl, Jlfr. Chairman. He does deserve a p:rent deal 

of ciredit,bec:iuse we know how difficult it is to extract money 

for any cause. 

MF. ROBERTS: Yes, and there is also a human being over here. 

~'R. AYLWARD: To see tha-t he was successful in increasing that 

grant from $25,000 to ~1or,oon is I say: a 1reat feather in his 

hat. I want to give him credit for it. 

MR. CROSBIE: He got it from an even p,reater human being. 

MR. ,wr;wARn: That is right. That is r1p:ht. He got if from an 

even ~re~ter human heinr,. 

AN HON. ~EPBER: It will not happen ap;ain. 

J.fJ> . AYLWI RD: I have no doubt, 'P-'r. Chairman, that if this _government 

were to provide the amount of legal-aid required in Newfoundland 

today, I would certainly say that this vote would be closer to a 

half million dollars than $100,000. 

MR. ROBERTS· 

~. AYLWAP.D: 

It will be. We are gettin~ there. 

Sure it will be . Sure it will be. Do you know, 

~r. Chairman, if the honourable members of the committee were to 

loolr at from l'Hii:l to this ye11r, we received t think $10,000 a year 

for three yeara,which waa $30,000,and $25,000 a yPnr for two years 

for a totnl of S85,00f',for leRal-aid in Hve years. One doctor under 

f-'l'edicare receives that, !!r.. Chairman, one doctor. 

If the honourable member for Bell Island wants to do a 

real good service to the people of ?-1ewfoundland, I think he should 

probably direct his efforts to the medical profession. 

),P. P.OBERTS · 

$50(),000. 

~- AYLPAPD: 

But the r,overnrnent have just r-iven the doctors.another 

That was the time you should have been qn your feet 

complaining about that, not on this legal-aid. If the opposition, 

have any real clrsire and T. am sure they have,as the ~inister of 

Finance sur?,estcd today, they haven great desire to resume the 
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seats that they vacated some short time ar,o, but if they really· 

want to endear themse;~s to the people of Newfoundland they 

should all suppc,rt this. Nor should they quarrel about, are the 

lawyers ~oing to ~et it? They should look at the recipients of 

this money,who are the poor people who cannot afford a lawyer? 

Despite the political acumen of the honourable member 

for Bell Island, he is doing himself, his party, the provin~e, 

the poor, everyone a great disservice by c?mplsining about this 

grant for leFal-aid. I was expecting him to be the first on his 

feet, Mr. Chairman, to ask why we were not paying more for legal 

aid in Newfoundland. 

Night 

Only one point I want to make,Mr. Chairman, before I 

resume my seat .and that is this; under the financial assistance 

available to the province for legal aid, no money is allowed to be 

paid for administration. If the Legal Aid Committee are expecterl 

to administer the legal-aid pror,ralT!lle that will result because of 

this agreement with Ottawa, it is going to cost a great deal of 

money administratively to administer that plan. ·No federal funds 

are available for administrative costs, so a large portion of this 

will 1 I respectfully submit, go to administration. I was hoping 

that more funds would be available so that the province could 

expand the plan on the civil side, because, I do feel that in the 

field of divorce and matrimonial matters, where there are very, 

very great family disputes existing and thev need to be resolved in 

the courts, in many cases in thes~ marria~es th~re are children 

and these children suffer untold difficulties. They havl•. to live 

in ho~es where the differences between the parties cannot be 

resolved, they cannot afford the money to go to court and no matter 

what we feel is a ireat need, ¥r. Chairr.tan, we feel that all the 

money that is spent on social welfare, on ,he~lth is a great need but 

sometimes if you were to sit in a le~al-aid office for just an hour 

or two and interview and hear some of these people complain about 
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the troubles thnt they encounter, you would certnlnly Rl.'C that 

more problems and untold misery can result from a broken contr~ct 

particularly in marriage than from all that come under health and 

welfare. 

Mr. Chairman, even with this amount of money we will 

not be able to expand le~al4 aid on the civil side,so that all 

the people in Newfoundland who require legal assistance, not in 

criminal matters but in civil matters, will still not be able 

to obtain a lawyer. 

On the point mentioner by the honourable the Leader of 

the Opposition ahout the lawyers in different parts of the province, 

I can see some merit in the su~gestion but my own view is, ~r. 

Chairman, that I would like to see the recipients of legal aid 

entitled to select their own iawyer, just the same as an individual 

who can afford to pay for a lawyer. 

Night 

The big criticism with this,and the joint committee that 

studied the whole question of legal-aid in Ontario,before the 

programme was brought in, recommended very strongly against retainin~ 

lawyers to administer legal-aid because the result would be that 
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we would have something similar to what they have in the 

United States,a public defender system where they are paid 

for by the state. 

NM - l 

Now. in all the studies in Canada, I do not believe any 

committee that has seriously studied the problem have 

recommended the public defender. I think one of the 1D0st 

important things we must ensure in any legal-aid programme 

is the independence of the bar, Unless you have an independent 

bar then, Mr. Speaker, you cannot have a successful legal 

aid practice. I support the present system in that anyone now 

who is entitled to legal-aid and who qalifies on the criminal • ide 

they are entitled to select an} one of fifty lawyers who have 

indic&ted their willingness to participate in the programme. 

I think that any man in Labrador, in any part of 

Newfoundland,who is entitled to a lawyer.should have the same 

right to select a lawyer as a man who can afford to pay for one. 

The only difficulty about the plans suggested by the Leader of 

the Opposition is this, that the person in White Bay North or 

White Bay South or Placentia East or Placentia West or anywhere 

in Newfoundland, if you have these five or six lawyers who are 

paid by the government or paid by >he Legal-aid Committee. thev 

may not have the same confidence in that lawyer as they would in 

some independent lawyer,if they were given the right to select 

him. 

So I think a necessary ingredient of a successful legal

aid programme is Lhe right for the person who is entitled to 

legal-aid to go choose any lawyer he likes. I was more than pleased 

to see in the agreement that we have.that the province negotiated 

with Ottawa, that in cases where murder or where the sentence 

upon conviction could be life imprisonment, the recipient 

of legal-aid is entitled to select not any lawyer of the present 
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fifty but indeed any lawyer in Newfoundland, 

The big argument against retaining lawyers to go out in 

different parts of Newfoundland is that it does not give the 

recipients of legal-oid the right to select their own lawyer, 

I do think that that is a very, very necessary ingredient 

and I hope that when we expand the plan we will still be able to 

retain the choice of lawyer, 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I do not want to delay the committee 

on this, I hope that the question carries,and that it should. 

KR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, the honourable gentleman from Placentia 

East has drawn me into debate. Let me make two or three comments. 

First of all with reference to his gross and unjustified 

personal attack on my colleague from Bell island, I was surprised 

that the gentleman from Placentia East would lower himself to that 

sort of attack. My colleague from Bell Island said nothing that 

such gentleman as the gentleman from St. John's West have not 

said many times, namely that legal fees, particularly for real 

estate in this province,are much too high. The Kostaszek 

Commission I believe came to that conclusion. Everybody who 

has looked at them thinks they are too high. I say that with 

all the assurance of somebody who d?es not practice at the Bar 

but has occasionaly done a property transaction and was absolutely 

staggered at the fees that our lawyers charge, my brethern at the 

Bar. I think that it really is much too hi~~ and I am not 

begrudging the need for a lawyer but I think the lawyers of this 

province, my bret.•~rn, my professional brethern, some of them my 

political brethern, will be doing themaelveR a very great service 

indeed when they meet next week,whenever the meeting. I got a notice 

today but I shall not be_ going to it, I do r.ot feel it is fair. 

I am not in practice, I do not think l should involve myself. in these 

things. They would be doing th~mselves a very great service if they 

vote to lower fees on real estate. They are much too high. 
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MR. ROBERTS: I think anybody who knows anything about real 

estate fees would aom:ur on that. I do not propoae to go on 

at any length on it but I will make the flat statment - they are 

much too high. They are far higher than Ontario's or anywhere 

else. 

The Minister of Justice, if he really wants to bring 

in some reforms,could do something to bring in a lands · 

titles act and wipe out lawyers' fees for all effective 

purposes for transactions. Let him look at Alberta or 

Saskatchewan where people convey their own land if they wish. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to come back to legal-aid. I was 

quite amused to hear the gentleman from Placentia East say 

that much of this increase is to be eaten up by administration. 

It is too often the case with government programmes, the people 

for whom the aid is intended will never get to it, it will be 

eaten up with administration. 

I do not propose to debate, if the honourable gentleman wish 

to,I shall. I do not propose to debate the concept of whether we 

should have-I did not mention a public defender system, that is 

a far different system, but the orthodox traditional conservative 

reactionary eighteenth century view of selection of lawyers 

in the circumstances we have in most parts of this province is 

like telling a blind man he could have a colour television set. 

It is no good telling somebody in St. Anthony,Mr. Chairman, or in 

Croqu~ that he can choose wh&tever lawyer he wants. He has no 

choice at all and as I say the analogy strikes me As inept. It is 

like getting a person who has lost his sight, taking him by the 

hand down to Hickman's or Steers or whoever sells television sets 

in this town and saying, "Old man,pick whatever you want, the best 

television set in the place and it •is yours." 

All I can say is that the lawyers who support that view, 

and it is general through CanaJa, I agree, and they have convinced 

the federal ROvernment, the legal-ald scheme we have now - no, I 

am sorry they have not convinced Ottawa, Ottawa neatly ducked that 
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issue. It is up to the provin~e. Ottawa gives the money hut as long 

as it meets the criteria, the province could hire public defenders, 

as I understand it, with the federal money. if it so wished - but the 

administration here have chosen to confer upon - one could argue it. 

One may argue freedom of choice, but I say there is precious little 

freedom of choice because our lawyers are not available. 

It is not freedom of choice which is the issue, it is the 

availability of lawyers - and that is precious little. All that has 

happened is that there is going to be a bonanza for some of the 

gentlemen at the bar, my prof~ssional brethern. That is what it is 

going to be. That is what legal-aid is going to be. It is $300,000 

divided among fifty lawyers. That is $6,000 each. "They will earn 

it?' Of course they will earn it. They will defend people for 

it, and that is fine: but the freedom of choice is a shibboleth, 

a canard, a Trojan horse of the worst sort, 

The gentleman from Placentia F.ast, I have always assumed, had 

some open-mindedness on theRP questions. Instead he has parotted 

the orthodox, the t-raditional view, "What we are doing is the same 

as medicare." And he drew the analogy of doctors making $85,000 -

and there are here doctors, I submit, making $120,000 or $l30,000 

from l-1.edicare. "That is what we are doing with lawyers," 

Now I hold no brief for one system or the other. What I want is 

a system which works, and in the realities of a situation, as we 

have it today in Newfoundland, unless the government guarantee an 

income to solicitors settin~ up practice, even in Gander. If a 

gentleman in Gander now should need legal-aid he has but one lawyer 

to choose from , does he not? ~r. Lloyd F.aston, a very competent, 

capable and a very good lawyer. That is the freedom of choice. 
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The freedom or'choice in Clarenville apparently is 

Mr. Mille. The freedom of choice in the Town of Placentia 

is whoever you can get to come out from St. John's and pay 

hie free. The freedom of choice -

MR. AYLWARD: I wonder if the honourable member would permit 

a question? 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes certainly. 

MR. AYL-WARD: Is that situation not the same for any member 

of the public anywhere in Newfoundland? Ia he entitled to 

legal-aid or not? 

MR. ROBERTS: No. No. 

MR. AYLWARD: What is the difference really? 

MR. ROBERTS: Here in St. John's one has a choice because 

there are one hundred lawyers in practice in St. John's -

MR. AYLWARD: No, no, you missed my question. 

My question is -any member of the public in any of 

those areas that you mentioned outside St. John's. if thev want a 

lawyer they have difficulty obtaining a lawyer. Any one! 

MR. ROBERTS: I agree because Ontario -

MR. AYLWARD: Yea, any onP,It is not only the recipients of 

legal-aid, that applies to everyone. Do you follow me? 

The point I am making is this, that anybody in White Bay 

North or White Bay South,charged with a criminal offence 

and he wants a lawyer,whether he can afford to pay for a lawyer 

or not,he will encounter the same difficulty. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is precisely what I am saying. 

MR. AYLWARD: 

to le gal ..aid • 

This applies not only to persons entitled 

MR. ROBERTS: I agree completely but·r mean,if I live 

in St. Anthony and I have money, I will get a lawyer. Lawyer• 

are (that is an unparliament,ry word), lawyers are the hand

maidens of money,and I am a lawyer. We are trained to be and 

.. 
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HR. ROBERTS: we are brought up to be and all this talk about 

the ideals of the Bar is fine and lawyers live up to the ideals 

but mostly what motivates lawyers is money - money, cash, 

lucre, l~ts of it. 

Mr. Chairman, the point is just the one made by the 

gentleman from Placentia East - there are no lawyers available. 

I said before and I shall say again, it is the kernel of this 

and it is an important subject, well worth the time of the 

committee, because this year we are going to lash out $400,000 

on legal-aid in this province and last year we lashed out, it 

says here $225,000, no that is royal commissions I am looking at -

we are going to lash out $500,000 from Ottawa,is it? 

MR. H"CCKMAN: $250,000. 

MR. ROBERTS: $250,000,is it? Fifty cents a bead,I am sorry. 

We are going to lash out $100,000 ourselves, that is $350,000 

going into lawyers' services. I will be interested a year 

from now to get a geographic breakdown from the minister because 

I suspect most of that, not on a proportional basis, it is 

going to go to St. John's and Corner Brook. 

I do not think St, John's is going to have all the criminals 

in Newfoundland, I do not think all_ the people who need help. 

and even more on the civil side, I am delighted to hear my 

friend from Placentia East say that the civil side is the great 

neglect, Because it is the people who are h~ving trouble with the 

landlord, or he mentioned matrimonial caur.es, or people who were 

getting shafted o, a sales contract do not realize their rights 

under The Sale of Goods Act or The Direct Sellers Act or the 

people whose wages are garnisheed unlawfully, or - every member 

runs into these - the_ people with trouble over a bit of land and 

there is no access to lawyers. It is availability, accessibility 

that is the problem in Newfou~dland,and this is not· going to do 

anything about it. 

So I suggested to the minister that he might - I sug~ested 
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MR. ROBERTS: hiring him alternatively. One might 

guarantee them an ·fii'come. Say to a young fellow, "If you 

NM - 7 

set up in St. Anthony or if you set up in the Town of Placentia 

or if you set up in any of the areas, large population areas 

without adequate legal services, hang out your ahingl~. anybody 

wants to hire you in the normal course can come, pay the normal 

fee and get the work done, but then anybody who needs you on 

legal-aid can have you. We will guarantee you an income." 

That is not unusual. We talk of freedom of choice with 

doctors and every doctor will go to the cross gladly in defence 

of freedom of choice. You know when we were talking of Medicare 

in this province a number of yeara ago that was the great issue, 

unbeknownst was the fact that incomes went up; freedom of choice. 

The Minister of Juatice was the Minister of Health then but 

I mean he talked - he is aware of this. It happens to be true. It 

was freedom of choice that was the issue. The gentleman from 

Humber East confirms this. of course it was and l may add I have 

been exposed in my home to a certain amount of medical politic•. 

a certain awareness of what is happening politically in the medical 

world and so forth. I may add now that I have a brother about 

to enter the service as well. 

But in moat parts of Newfoundland, in the Town of Placentia, 

in the gentleman's district, there is little freedom of choice 

for doctors,because that is the way it must be, Down in 

St. Mary's, there is Dr. Seiae, and he is I believe the only 

doctor up there. There is a doctor in Trepassey and he is 

leaving and a new doctor is going into Trepassey, Young Higgins, 

Dr. Higgins I think is going to Trepassey, Jeff Higgins, a 

fine young man. 

There is no freedom of choice there and nobody complains 

about it. The question is /';CCP.ssihility, I would love nothing 

better than people in St. Anthony to have a choice of lawyers. 

Sure, great, we could have a man down in Happy Valley.but now 

there is no choice. So to bring in this issue and I do not 
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MR. ROBERTS: want to debate the issue - if the minister or the 

honourable member wish, I shall . debat~ it. I have strong views 

and we do not agree. We could have a good debate but I suggest 

it is not the point here. The p_oint here is acceseability. The 

point is that we are voting this year a vast amount of money 

for legal-aid compared to what we have voted. I agree it is 

not enough. 

Ontario has been spending $12 million and $15 million a 

year for six million people, $2.00 a head on legal-aid •. By 

that we would have $1 million in Newfoundland this year instead 

of $250,000 -

AN HON. MEMBER: $100 0 000. 

HR. ROBERTS: No I am talking about the criminal one. The Ontario 

one .up until now has only been criminal. Ontario has had a 

criminal-aid scheme for the _past three or four years. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

HR. ROBERTS: Yea okay but they have been spending about $2 a head, 

going up to $2.50 a head, rising dramatically, a bonanza for 

all the lawyers. Lawyers have nothing to do now, Mr. Chainnan. 

He walks down to the. magistrate's court in Toronto and takes 

dock briefs, and for $25 each he can pick up $300 or $400 

a day for nothing, representing clients most of whom plead 

guilty on your advice,because that is the sensible thing to do. 

Then you speak and try to get a lower sentence. 

Hr. Chairman, the issue in Newfoundland is not this 

freedom nf choice. I have no objection to the system here 

in St. John's where there are alternatives but the issue is 

accessibility to legal services. The issue is that many of 

our people, maybe as many as half,numerically,do not have 

access to a lawyer,and that is why I suggested to the ministe~ 

that he do something about it. I can tell him that if he do 

not, we shall because this is one of the great problems that 

must be solved in Newfoundland and it will be solved. 
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MR, NEARY: Mr. Chairm~n, my colleague the Leader of the Opposition 

said ~ractically all that I would have said. No, I am not going 

to say it again because I do not want tQ rrolong the debate. Sir, 

tam really surprised tonight. I was amazed to hear the honourable

member for Placentia East stoop to the personal attack. It is not 

becoming of the honourable gentleman. It is the first time that 

I have seen the honourabJe member do it in this House which goes 

to prove , Mr. Chairman, that the honourable member has a very 

weak defense, that I touched a nerve. He is very sensitive about 

this whole matter. Sir, the honourable member was so frustrated, 

so uptight about what I said that he could not get his facts 

straight. Anv good lawyer knows, Sir, that you should never 

try to argue a case unless you have your facts straight. Many 

good lawyers have tried, Sir, and they have lost the case and 

my honourable friend defeated himself. He lost the case because 

he did not have his facts straight. 

Fact number one, Sir, was that I was not in the Cabinet 

when my honourable fr.iend was crusading for legal aid. When I 

did come into 'the Cabinet I was one of the group responsible for 

the $10,000 that I spoke about earlier. Yes, Mr. Chairman, oh 

yes! 

AN HONOURABLE ~>.fBER: $25,000. 

MR. NEARY: No, $10,000 first. No, that is right, I was not 

in the Cabinet when the $10,000 .was r,ranted. The present Jl,linister 

of Justice was in the Cabinet and he was with the Minister of 

Justice at that tir,e. The Jl-finister of Finance was in the Cabinet 

and the Minister of Public Works and Services was in the Cabinet 

but I was not in the cabinet .but when I did enter the cabinet, Sir, 

I apnroved of a $25,000 grant for my honourable poor,old friends 

downtown, the lawyers who are almost on welfare. The member almost 

had me in tears when he was talking about it. 

Mr. Chairman, I -did not say that I was responsible for 
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le~al-11id f.n thh r,rovinc:e. Thnt Wtl!'I fnct n111nher two. Th• honourahle 

memhf'r shout !1 1 fAtf'n ni'I wt-I I n,1 tnl k. Whnt 1 Rn1!1 wn• th11t It -came nbnut nt the snme tlmf' that ~r. Ko11taszelc. had made hi • report. 

AN H0'.1:0l!RARU ~E~•RF:R: When, 

MR. NEARY: 1964-1965. 

Anyway, ~r. Chairman, legal-aid was the big issue right 

around the same time that Mr. Kostaszek submitted his report. What 

I.said was that the lawyers were having pangs of conscience and they 

wanted to com~ out and volunteer their services to try to offset 

the impact of the Kostaszek Report that verified what I had been 

11ayinR for two years prior to that, that the cost of legal fees 

for real estate transactions in thfs province were excessive. 

That is what I said, Sir. The honourable member obviously was 

not listening. In his rehuttal he went on to personal attack. 

~ow, that may be becoming of some members on that honourable 

side of the House, Sir, but not the honourable member,and I am 

sure that he regrets it now. Now that he can reflect back 

on it.sitting down,listenin~ to my colleague~the Leader of 

the Opoosition - he will be a minister I hope in two or three 

years and make some ministers - now that he has heard all of the 

arguments, Sir, and the situation has become clear to him,I really 

believe that he is sorry that he stooped to -

AN HONOUFABLE "'E>.fflE~: Oh, heartily sorry. . 
~ -• NEAP.Y: Heartily sorry that he stooped to the oenona1 attack. 

So, Sir, with these few remarks I hope again - I am serious about 

this, Sir. The Leader of the Ooposition said $250,oro. Where 

does he get that figure. It is only SlOO,Ono. You mean that 

there is another $250,000 besides this and more to come? 

$350,000? You remember I said in my earlier remarks that two 

or three years from now they would be back for a couple of 

hundred thou11-'lnd. Well, my r.od how wrong could I be. This year 
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thev are going t~ get $350,000 guaranteed annual income. Well, 

Sir, I hone that thev ttse it wisely. That is al~I pleRded 

with the honourahle memher to pass this on to hill brethren in 

the bar, I hope that it will beneff.t the ooor peoole of this 

province ·and it will not be a bonanza for the lawyers. I hoi,e 

that when they go down to their meeting the day after tomorrow 

or whenever it is that we will hear some announcement,five 

minutes after sitting they will take to the air and say "Yes, 

we are going to reduce legal fees in this province for real 

estate transactions." 

Now, if the lawyers want to perform a community service, 

if they want to show us what p,ood guys they are, I will he 

the first to give them the citizen of the year award, Sir. 

If they will haul down their legal fees in this province for 

real estate transaction, then I will tap the honourable member on 

the back and say, "Boy, you are a fine fellow, I know that 

you are sincere in what you said." 

On motion 716-03-12 to 716-03-13 carried. 

MR, NEARY: What are the Royal Commissiona,Mr. Chairman? 

MR. HICKMAN: This is the estimate for next year. The estimated 

amount for next year for Royal Commissions, the Royal Commission 

on Labrador, $125,000. The Royal r."ommission on the Structure of 

Municipal C,overnment, $110,000. The Poyal Commission on the 

Magistracy, $5,000. The Judicial Inquiry, $25,000, 

~. NEARY: In~udihle. 

MR. HICK~AN: It Js referred to fondly as the Bell Island Enquiry, 

$25,000. The Legal Work Stopages, S25,000. Nursing, $5,000. 

Workmens' Compensation, $5,000. 

MR. WOOnWARD: Before 03-14 is carried, Mr. Chairman, could 

the minister inform the committee,is that the total cost 

of the Royal Commission on Labrador, $125,000.? 

MR. FICK~AN: That is an estimate. 
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MR. ROBERTS: r.ould the minister ~ive us a hreakdown as to what 

that cost makes ul"l' noes it includP. Mr. Snowden's Salary? 

noes it include Mr~r.oorlvear's salary? 

~~. Hir.K~A~: Well, Mr. Goodvear is a Public servant. 

MR. ROBERTf: So is ~r. Snowden. 

IB-4 

1-'R. HICKMAN: Yes, the arrangement with the university,as I understand 

it, ~r. Chairman, is that ~r. Snowden's salary is paid by the 

university but as he is seconded to the public service·that they 

have to reimburse the university his salary. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is interesting. We have not appointed anybody 

to replace him. We have appointed an acting director, Mr. George 

Knee. 

MR. HICKMAN: Pight. There are three others. There is Lawrence 

Jackson who is on for six months and Miss Elaine Harris from the 

university and Mrs. Pamela Karasek. They are all from the university. 

'MR. ROBERTS: I am grateful for that much but how much has been 

soent this year by this increasingly expensive commission, What 

is the $125,000, the amount of money? 

MR. HICK~AN: The amount snent this year is $26,528. Of that 

amount $24,000 ,In round figures,was salaries to Messrs. Snowden, 

Jackson, Harris, Karasek, Mrs. R. Snell and a Mrs. Dara Wood. 

Travelling, S2,238. Also telephone calls and mileage but mostly 

for travelling. This is an estimate based on the amount that 

has been paid to date. 

MR. ROBERTS: What sort of breakdown? 

1-fR. HICKMAN: The breakdown as I say of salaries. I am referring to 

salaries not of the members of the commission but Mr. Snowden whose 

salary is paid by the university and we reimburse the university 

and the salaries of L;,werence Jackson, Elaine Harris, Pamela 

Karasek, Mrs. Snell and ~rs. Wood who are I understand research 

oeonle at th~ university who ap,ain have been seconded not full 

time but the1.r t:fme is kept to so much a day, twenty three dollars 
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and twenty-nine cents ner day,for instance,for Pamela Karasek, 

1-'R. ROBERT~: Is ther~ any control on this sort of thing? 

18-5 

~- HICK~AN: Yes, there is a control, ~r. Chairman, and a control 

~hat has been exercised by my humane ~olleague, the President 

of the Treasury Board,who has indicated very strongly to the 

Chairman of the Royal Commission that he has to submit to 

the Treasury Board a hudget for the completion of his work. 

MR. ROBERTS: Has that budget been submitted? 

MR. HIC1<'P-(AN: It has. 

MR. ROBERTS: How much ia estimated then he will need to complete 

it? 

MR. HICKMAN: $125,000 is the estimate we have ri~ht now. 

t-fll. ROBERTS: Could the minister then give us the breakdown of 

where that is to go. I do not want to know how much ~r. Snowden 

is getting or how much Mrs. this or that. That is beside the point. 

What I am interested in is this $125,000. It is a lot of money 

for what this commission is doing. My colleague from Labrador 

North will say a few words. What is the breakdown of it? Is 

that all salaries? The minister is askin~ for the money, somebody 

can tell us. 

MR. HICKMAN: A proportion of the amount has been spent to date. 

We have approximately $24,000 paid out of a total of two figures 

here. It was $26,000 and this one as nrepared is $28,000. Out 

of $28,000, $24.000 went into salaries and research assistance, 

the salary being the salary of the chairman and the others being 

the research assistants, the others the legitimate expenses of 

travelling expenses of the commission. The $24,000 out of the 

$28,000 gives you the proportion of the cost to salary. 

,-,R. F. ROWE: ~r. Chairman, since this commissions comes under 

the minister's department, does the minister have the power to 

modify or chnn~ .. the terms of the references of such Lieutenant 

Govemor-in-rouncf 17 Pre,rnmahlv the minister would make the proposal 
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at the cahinet level. Is that' correct l f 111uch a propoRal were necessary 

or goin~ to be mnrle tn th~ firRt place? 

Th,. r,,1111nn th11t ""'k, Mr. Chn I rmnn, t II hc,c:1111110 I h11ve made 

thl11 rP'JUl"P'lt n c:nuplo of more timeH in the llotu1e and I Rtand here to 

make it once again since we are considering this particular vote 

now. That is that the terms of reference of the Labrador Royal 

Commission be modified so as to include part of the Great Northern 

Peninsula, the Northern half of the Western part of the Great 

Northern Peninsula. I say that in view of the fact that the 

Premier has stated in this House that he would like to see the 

Straits of Bell Isle,both on the Labrador side and the Newfoundland 

side,becorne one provincial electoral district. One reason that 

he gave wa!'I to tie the island and the mainland portion of the 

province together but the other reasons that he gave had to do with 

the similiarity of the problems and the way of life of the people 

on both sides of the straits. Sir, I think that when you consider 

the problems of the people in St. Barbes North and you compare them 

with that of the problems of the people on the Labrador side of the 

Straits,you find a tremendous similiarity. Sir, I ask the minister 

if he would entertain the idea of making a proposal to the cabinet 

to have the terms of reference of the Lahrador Royal Commission 

chanP,ed in such a way so as to inclucle the Northern half,approximately, 

of the ~estern side of the Great Northern Peninsula. I think that 

there is a great need for it. When is the report due, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. HICKMAN: November. 

!-'11. F. ROWE: In NC"vember. So, there is still plenty of time to 

make the change. I think that it would be a good thing for the 

people on that side of the r.reat Northern Peninsula. I think 

it is a necessary thing. So, I 'lo:ill ask the honourable ~inister 

of Justice if he would give some consideration to this and 

comment on tt here now. 

Tam at odds with the honourable member on that whether 

it ls neces,rnrv to amend the terms of reference of the commtssion hecause 
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. 
there is the broad general term at the bottom. .I do not know, 

I have a feeltng that the commission already plans to hold 

hearings on the f.reat Northern Peninsula hut if they do not 

IB-7 

I suspect th11.t 1.t is only a matteT of, if I am now the miniAter 

responsibie for the commission, suggesting to them that they 

do that. I do agree that in looking at,particularly Labrador 

South,it is relevant that the commission as well take a look 

at the top half of the Great Northern Peninsula on both sides. 

That suggestion commends itself to me. 

'MR • F • ROWE : Correctly now, Mr. Chairman. Is the minister giving me 

that assurance? 

MR. HICKJI.IAN: I cannot give you an assurance. I cannot dictate to the 

commission but I will give you the assurance that I will suggest it to 

the commission. 

MR. F. ROWE: Good. I would appreciate that very ~uch, Sir, because 

earlier I sent a telegram from the district to the Premier asking 

him to do the same thing and he said that he would not do it because 

it was not included within the terms of reference. 

MR. HICKMAN: You are only trying to get me in conflict with the 

Premier. 

MR. F. ROWE: No, no. I would not dare try to embarrass the minister 

of justice.I do ask if there is any possibility of getting the 

royal commission to look at St. Harbes North, Mr. Chairman. 

Jl.fR. ~ART IN: Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a further 

suggestion in that respect. If .the honourable minister 1s going 

to be making recom-:;endations regarding the Royal Commission on 

Labrador, I would like to see included within its terms of 

reference a sector that is left out now, I think perhaps deliberately 

left out, for various re;i.sons, that is the study of nonrenewable 

resources. I understand ·that there is 
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t1n lndPP".."tl"nt .. tudy or 11,1oth•r 11tudy untlarvny at 

th• pn111r.11t tlmc on th" UH'! of nonrenewable resource•, the whole 

aspect o( nonrenewable resources. I would like to see the Royal 

C0111Dission on Labrador include within their terms of reference such 

a study particularly as it pertains to the overall planning for 

development in the territory,to develop in a rational .manner the 

nonrenewable resources as well as the other resources; also to 

review what Kind of revenue accures to that part of the province 

from the nonrenewable resources now being exploited, particularly 

in Labrador West, to see whether or not it is in fact equitable. 

HR. WOODWARD: Looking at the expenditures, having a list of 

the people who have been attached to the royal commission and 

listening to the number of names and the salaries the minister 

mentioned, I am sure there have been a number of people omitted 

from the expenditures that have been submitted to his department, 

Mlybe it is because of the fact that the bills are not current, 

are not turned in and a lot of the expenditures. I would like for 

the minister, if he would feel free, to table with the committee 

a list of the actual expenditures that he does have to date? 

Jm.. ROWE (W.N.): Every now and then we are asking for an 

explanation in this House as to how money is spent and the minister 

seems to have these tender sensitivities about disclosing how 

much money someone might be getting out of public funds for a salary, 

As far as I am concerned, Sir, there should not be any tender 

sensibilities about it at all. This royal commission like so many 

other royal commissions threateas to expend perhaps uselessly (far 

be it for me to judge, we will await the report) a lot of money. 

What was it? It was $175,000. Well I, for one, as a member of 

this House and a person who is suppo~ed to be trying to protect 

the public interests,would like to see what kind of money people 
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arc being paid. Whether the minister does it privately or publicly 

I do. not care. I wouI'd just like to know. 

MR. HICKMAN: The reason why I put it that way, Mr. Chai man, vaa 

that another honourable member on the other aide used the philosophy 

that I just used. I have forgotten -

MR, ROBERTS: I said that I did not care but my friend does so give 

it to him. 

HR. HICKMAN: Okay, all right. 

On motion 03-14,through to 03-17, carried. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Mr. Chairman, on 03-18. is there any intention 

by the minister to divide the two divisions, companies and securities, 

to have a registrar of companies and a registrar of securities? 

HR, HICKMAN: That is not what this vote is for, Hr. Chairman. There 

is that intention. What this vote is for is to retain this year some 

expertise in the drafting of a new Companies Act and a new Securities 

Act, 

MR. ROBERTS: Hear! Hear! 

HR. HICKMAN: If we can accomplish all of that with $20,000, we will 

be doing reasonably well. The Maritime Provinces have come up with 

an uniform Securities Act which may be reasonably suited to this 

province. I can foresee spending a fair amount of money on drafting 

a new Companies Act because that is a massive undertaking. 

MR. ROBERTS: la George McLean -

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Does the minister intend to hire local lawyers or 

what? 

MR. HICKMAN: If local lawyers can be found but if ~ot, it has been 

suggested to be by some members of the bar,that with respect to the 

Companies Act, I would probably have to try and engage the services 

on a part-time basis of some law professors who are teaching company law. 

HR. ROBERTS: I am sure that there are· lots of those available, 

HR. HICKMAN: They do good work particularly in the summer months. 
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I have a feeling that our conferees at the bar !UY be so busy -

I would like to get this before the next session of the House. 

On motion 03-18 carried. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Mr. Chairman, on 718-01 0 Constabulary, could 

the minister indicate to the House how much of that increase of 

$1,580,000 to $1,690,000 accounts for annual increments in 

salaries and therefore how much is left over to go towards any 

salary raise which may be negotiated? 

MR. HICKMAN: Well the thing speaks for itself pretty well does 

it not? The salary vote last year was $1,580,000 and the salary 

vote this year is $1,690,000, that is about $110,000. 

HR. ROWE (W.N.): That is all increments by the way, is it? 

HR. HICKMAN: No, it is not all increments. I do not know the 

exact amount but there is some money in there for the negotiations 

that are going on down there and they are going on with a great 

deal of satisfaction I think. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): That is a matter of opinion I would say, 

Hr. Chairman. The indications from some gentlemen who shall 

remain nameless but who are directly affected by this, is that there is 

an amount provided by the government which is approximately one-

third of the minimum that is going to be acceptable. As the honourable 

minister heard any of this? I might ask further,before the 

minister replies, what is the Minister of Finance - is this another 

one of these cases, Hr. Chairman, where if more is asked for than 

is estimated here, that we are going to have a mini-budget, that 

we are going to rave taxes increased? 

HR. HICKMAN: Negotiations are carried on by -

MR. ROWE (W.N.): The hon. Minister of Finance should let us know 

also. He has nO',,i touched on this in the House whenever we have 

asked a question about salary negotiations. There is a $6 million surplus, 

Mr. Chairman, after all. 
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AN HON. MEMBER: Fat! 

MR. ROWE (W,N.): There is that much fat in all the lean - no not 

fat, surplus is a surplus, disguise it as you will. For the honourable 

minister to be coming in here and threatening the people of the 

province -

MR, HICKMAN: Who? 

HR. ROWE (W.N.): Not the hon. Miniater of Juatice but the 

hon. Minister of Finance to be threatening the people of the province, 

eapecially those in the public service who are directly affectad,with 

mini-budgets and tax raises and everything else, Mr. Chairman, when 

there is $6 million surplus, fat, that can go towards a half decent 

raise for our public servants. The two things are mutally inconsistent. 

Perhaps the minister might have a word to say on it? 

HR. CROSBIE: One hesitates to try and explain anything to 

the honourable gentlemen opposite because they do not want to 

understand, Now aa far as the surplus is concerned, Mr. Chairman, 

there is no surplus in the Newfoundland budget. Anybody who looks 

at it and understands figures sees that it is a huge deficit. If 

you separate current account from capital account, then there is 

a surplus on current account of $6.7 million hopefully but if you 

add that to the capital account you see that there is a huge 

deficit - huge deficit, no surplus. Now as far as the salaries 

are concerned, the honourable gentlemen knows as well as we know 

over here that when we are con~emplating ~.e salaries for the year, 

the estimates ge~~rally &peaking are based on positions now 

established and the salaries being paid now. If the constabulary 

win themselves an increase during the year and this amount is not 

sufficient, well it will just have to be supplementary supply. Nobody 

can foretell what will happen in the collective bargaining. We cannot 

prophesy. We can only hope, knowing that the policemen are a very 
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reasonable crowd and the firemen, that there will be a reasonable 

settlement with them. What that will . be, we cannot tell the dollar 

or the cent. We will be reasonable. We want to preserve our little 

aurplus on current account if we can. We might have to have a mini

budget. We might have to have a maxi-budget. Who knows what we might 

have to have1 

HR. ROWE (W.N.): Huge tax increases. 

HR. CROSBIE: Well they have already been suggested for education. 

HR, ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, the Minister of Finance is beginning to 

get familiar in the gloom and doom line with them. 

MR. CROSBIE: You have not heard anything yet, 

MR. ROBERTS: I agree we have not heard anything. I was about to 

aay that he obviously has been too long in the same party as the 

Right Honourable John George Diefenbaker, that prophet of all gloom 

and doom, which is beginning to rub off on him, the process of 

osmosis. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Mr. Diefenbaker is a good man. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Diefenbaker certainly is a great man. I have 

no hesitation in saying it and he is also a great politician and 

he was also a disastrous Prime Minister, 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible), -

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, and I can name some other things Mr. Diefenbaker 

did. He provided the basic trades colleges in Newfoundland; the 

original ARDA Programme was of ~e Diefenbaker administration; he 

gave us Bill Bro•·~n - no we gave him Bill Brown and ~nfortunately he 

gave him back, Mr. Diefenbaker's administration did do some good things. 

I should be the very first to say so. Of course, they were a disaster 

for Canada and for themselves. That is what happens to administrations 

who win big. 
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Mr. Chairman, a point which has been gone over time and 

time again but it is worth going over here, the Minister of Finance 

has given .us his normal reaction to wounded dignity,and his debating 

tricks. I do not know how much is in here for increases for the 

constabulary. There obviously is not very much. The constabulary 

have 224 men,from memory,on strength. Apparently there is no 

thought of expanding them at this stage. I find this interesting 

in view of the Premier's colflmitment aa expreaaed to a meeting 

of the Newfoundland Constabulary (I believe it was in November. 1971) 

that when he became Premier (he was not then Premier but he was on 

the hitch) he would cause a review to be made. A review for what 

purpose? A review to see if perhaps the Newfoundland Constabulary 

could not be expanded to police all of Newfoundland. Like so many 

of the promises made by the administration that, of course, has 

fallen by the wayside. The municipalities keep renewing that 

request. I believe it was in the most recent annual brief of the 

federation,to the cabinet, the Federation of Municipalities. The 

Premier made the commitment and once he got into office, he promptly 

turned his back. We shall see about that. 

There is nothing in here ;eally of a substantial raise. 

If there are 220 men, they will get increments of at least five 

per cent a year unless they are at the top of their scales. Moat 

of them I submit are not at the top of their scales because they 

were only recently placed on the scales~ Five per cent of fifteen 

hundred thousand ~~llars is seventy-five thousand dollars therefore 

of the one hundred and ten thousand dollars in the estimates,! submit 

that maybe as much as fifty or sixty thousand will go in the increments 

for the men. increments .to which they are entitled by virture of their 

loyal and faithful service. Obviously, there .is nothing in here 

of any sigaificance for a salary increase. I have no idea what the · 
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police have asked for. I saw in a newspaper the other day that 

Hr. Ross has come down to advise them and to help them to 

negotiate. I asRwne the negotiations are underway. Hy friend 

and colleague from White Bay South has indicated, as a number of 

us have heard, that the constabulary being very reasonable 

gentlemen expect a fair and reasonable raise. If it is a ten 

per cent raise, it is $160,000. If it is a five per cent 

rai••• it is $80,000. There is not enough in here to cover 

their raise. That is beside the point because, of course, as 

as the Minister of Finance again remind us, we have a very fat 

surplus on current account. Over all,the province, we are going 

to be borrowing large amounts of money again this year like 

every other province. I have not heard the Ontario budget yet 

but they were looking at a $400 million or $500 million deficit, 

all of it on capital account, big wealthy Ontario where, to quote 

the Minister of Finance, "they have money coming out of their ears." 

Ottawa is running $2 billion of a deficit this year, money coming 

down out of their ears. 

over $200 million. 

Newfoundland is going to have to borrow 

Well I am not going to go on. The ministry are arrogantly 

just refusing to indicate. That is fair enough. The police have 

figured it out. I am willing to bet that Mr. Ross or whoever is 

negotiating for the constabulary can tell me to the nickel. I have 

not asked them. Really I am not in their negotiations. They know 

to the nickel how much is in .here over and above what is committed 

for salary increments. They know to the nickel, maybe to the cent, 

but certainly to the nickel. Obviously, we will see a slash in the 

fat on the current account, the $6 million that the Minister of 

Finance has squirrelled away and i! it is slashed too deeply, we are 

under the threat. He can say what he wants to about us. We have 
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read the words in the budget speech. We have all read the• 

words in the budget speech. The threat is there. ~If you do not 

•take what we give to you and be grateful"- be grateful~ -''there 

will be a mini-budget or we will cut services.• Maybe we will cut 

out the mothers' allowance. You cannot cut out the mothers' allowance 

because that got the shaft last year. They cannot cut out 

student-aid because that got it this year. What will they cut out? 

I wonder what they will cut out. 

As for tu: increases, the Minister of Finance the other 

day -

AN HON. MEMBER: Cut out the opposition allowance. 

MR. ROBERTS: Cut out the opposition allowance, by all means if 

they want to - nothing better. If they feel that they should cut 

it out, mind you we might at the same time have a few words to 

say about the inflated estimates of each minister's office. Well 

the minister is always being very helpful. Mr. Nutbeem was getting 

two-thirds as much as the opposition and they may say he is 

worth more than the entire opposition and he certainly is. The 

people of Newfoundland no doubt think that Mr. Nutbeem is worth 

as least as much as two-thirds as the opposition. We can find 

a few dollars around and about. The point is and I do not intend 

to belabour it, Sir, that we again in this estimate, the salaries 

for the constabulary, are seeing the axe at work, the threat, it is 

there. lt is not even covered any more. We will see services cut 

or we will see taxes increased. The Minister of Finance says 

the "butcher's bill" is ready. If Mr. Turner had not provided 

him with $24 million the other day - he found the $24 million. He is a 
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ruddy good f<'llow John Turner i!I and for th<' Hnn!'lATd that is 

"r-u-d-d-y" not another word with the same sound. T. crrtainly do 

support him,he is a ~reat Minister of Finance. I support him for 

the position as Minister of Finance, if and when the Leadership of 

the party becomes available again in eight or twelve years,when 

Mr. Trudeau steps down as Prime Minister,then we shall see what 

we shall see. 

AN RON. MF.HB'F.R • Pierre will step down t~is year. 

l"R. RORF.RTS· Pierre will step down this year? 

AN f!ON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

l"R. ROBF.RTS: The honourable gentleman is again trying out the 

Premier's seat and maybe it is just a wish. He hopes that party leaders-

AM HON. MF.1-IBF._P-: Inaudible. 

"ffi.. ROBERTS: Well I agree and the honourable -

MR. NEARY: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, honourable members 

are only permitted to speak from their own seats in this honourable 

Rouse, Sir, and I would like for Your Honour to enforce that rule. 

AN FON. MF.MBF.R: Rut he thinks it is his seat. 

MP. ROBF.FTS· Yes, that is the point, he thinks it is his seat. 

XR. NF.ARY'. On a point of order, ~r. Chainnan. 

MR. CHAIRNA.."-: : The point of order is well taken and I am sure the 

honourable member will observe that rule which is long standing 

and will observe quite rigidly on occasiom. 

MR. ROBERTS: I thank Your Honour and I thank my colleague. But the 

point I was making with reference to the salaries of the constabulary, 

Your Honour, is that the honourahle !~inister of Financ".! is speaking 

from what he considers to he his seat. And if he thinks the Prime 

Minister is going to step down, I do not know, maybe he does. But as 

he says 7 the wish is ffher to the thour,ht, I do not know. Th~ Premier 

has once aP.ain l<'ft us, h<' has drifted off. He was here earlier but 

he has drifted off somewhere, heavens knows where! Drifted off again, 
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may be. in the arms of Morpheus. He has drifted off in arms and 

ammunition. 

PK - 2 

MR. DOODY; If you .are talking about Pierre, it must be arms and a=unitio~. 

HR. ROBERTS: No, our discussion about the Prime Minister 

obviously comes under office - Office of the Prime ~inister. 

Now, Mr. Chainnan, we have not yet come to office have we? But 

the point is,if the administration have told the constabulary 

as they have told everybody else, we will come to some other 

isolated examplts of it, the civil service, the police, the 

firemen. We have not come to the firemen, the firemen are over the 

page somewhere,are they not? 

AN HON. MEMBER : Right. 

MR. ROBERTS: Their salaries are up. Faw! Faw! $160,000, firemen. 

The constabulary have been told that they are negotiating under 

threat again. There is nothing in these estimates for them. There 

may be $80,000 or $90,000. I do not pretend to know how much. Enough 

for maybe a five per cent raise. I have no idea what the police will 

settle for. I have no idea in the world. I hope this time when they 

have a salary brief it will get to the cabinet and not sit on the 

minister's desk for one month or a year. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

'MR. ROBERTS: 

It will get to the Treasury Board where it belongs. 

I will tell the honourable gentleman in all sincerity 

it is a bit of a rude shock to be in a cabinet and discover that 

one's colleague has a brief that affects the entire government that 

has not moved beyond one's colleague desk, that is a shock. If it had 

eve-r happened the minister concerned should hang his hc,ad in shame. 

MR. HICKMAN: He certainly should have. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: He certainly should. He certainly should. 

Mr. Chairman, I have made the point, if the committee wish I could 

go on hut I shall not. I think I have m_ade it as effectivel~ as the 

committee can take at this hour of the morning, niRht, dav wh~tever 

it is. The point is therP is nothing here for the constahular:v 

4602 



Tape 1191 (nir,ht) PK - 3 

all <'xcey,t thl" hnck c,f thr hnnd from th,. 1utmfnl11trntfon. w,- 11hllll R«'<'. 

MR. NF."RY: T do not. know 1f thr honourahlr mlnhtt'r tnc11cat"t•d f.f thr 

mPmbers of thP Newfounclland Constahulary were in fact ROin~ to 

receive annual salary incremPnts this year. 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, sure. 

MR. NF.ARY: They are goinR to receive them? 

~. RICKMAN: Yes. 

1-'R. NF.ARY: Because I have heard they are being withheld but I do 

not think this is a negotiable item, 

MR. RICKMAN: No it is not. 

MR. NF.ARY: They are not being withheld, they will get their salary 

increments? 

MR. 111.CKMAN : Sure. 

MR. NEARY: Because when the contract was negotiated a year ago, I 

think the first year of the agreement they dropped the salary increments 

because they received $100 strairht across the board increase and 

they dropped the incrO!!lent for that year. But I think it was only 

for one year. Mr. Chairman, I would like for the minister to confirm 

tonight that the members of the Newfoundland Constabulary and the 

firemen will receive their annual increment in addit-ion to whatever 

they negotiate during their contract negotiations. 

MR. RICP.i.AN: Mr. Chairman, so that there can be no mistake about 

it,whatever the members of the Newfoundland Constabulary are entitled 

to they will receive. AB the honourable member tells me,they are 

entitled to an increment and I think they are,then they will receive 

it. 

Ml!. WOODWARD : Mr. Chairman, before it carries maybe the honourable 

minister can answer a fe-w ~ul"stions. ls the honourable the member 

for St. John's South actln~ as a solicitor for the policemen? 

MR. HICKMAN: No. 

MR. wonnw"Fn· He is notl 

AN HON. t-(P-f:P.F.R: Or a member of his finn? 

P-'R. HI<:f'.'!AN: I do not know if there is anybody acting for them 

at this moment. A~ you know the negotiations are not carried out 
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at this moment. As you know the negotiations are not carried out 

by the Department of Justice hut by Mr. Rlanchard. 

MR. ROBERTS: I saw the minister conversing with Mr. Blanchard 

as I came in today. 

MR. HICKMAN: That is right. I have not heard of anyone other than 

Mr. Ross being present but I do not know who their lawyer is. 

MR. WOODUARD· Maybe the other question, Mr. Chairman, is how does 

a constable in the constabulary his salary compared with a constable in 

the R.C.M.P'l 

MR. HICKMA.'T: It is lower. I would say it is at least 

$2000 a year. 

MR. WOODWARD : Do you have any figures? 

~. HICKMAN· No, I have not got the figures of the R.C.M.P. 

MR. WOODWARD: Any salaries? 

MR. HICKMAN· The constable in the R.C.M.P. I just have not got 

them here but I do know it is considerably lower. That is a well 

kno'Wl\,fact. 

On motion 718-oi carried. 

On motion 718-02 through 718-03-03 carried. 

'MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chainnan, 718-03-04, We are acquiring four 

additional motor vehicles this year and a replacement of eighteen 

others. 

On motion 718-03-04 carried. 

~. CHAIID-fAN: Shall 719-03 carry? 

MR. W. N. ROWF.· That is up subst~tially, Mr. Chairman, could the minister 

give some idea as to why? 

MR. H1C1::MAN: Mr. Chainnan, there has been a fairly substantial 

increase in the salaries paid to the R.C.M.P. under their negotiations 

with the C,overnment of Canada. Each year there is an increase, I 

have forgotten the number of R.C.M.P. officers coming in. I know 

there are at least five going into Corner Brook, one or two going 
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into the honourable memhets district, one going into the District 

of Burin and there are others. The authorized provincial contract 

is 357, we pay forty-seven per cent of the per capita cost of the 

320 out of a total of 357. Under the provincial contract then we 

pay fifty per cent of the per capita cost of the first five men 

under the municipal contract in Corner Brook, and seventy-five 

per cent of the per capita cost for each additional man thereafter. 

The total authorized establishment at Corner Brook was forty · and 

it is going to forty-five, Then there is a similar municipal 

policing contract in Labrador .City with the same formula and there 

we have six men. 

MR. ROWE , W.N. Mr. Chainnan, could the minister give us some 

idea as to when he is going to implement his stated policy to 

expand the Newfoundland Constabulary across the provinc~? 

MR. HICKMAN : What stated policy? 

MR. ROWF., W.N. The policy the minister stated a year or two ago, 

:,ublicly. 

MR. CROSBIE: The Premier. 

MR. ROWF., W.N. Or the Premier, the minister also. 

MR. HICKMAN: Indeed he did not. 

MR. ROWE. W.N. Well maybe we can confer with the Premier now. 

The stated policy of the Premier to the effect that the Newfoundland 

Constabulary would be enlarged to police the whole province, that 

stated policy when will it he implemented? 

MR. HICKMAN: That is not the stated policy. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Well what is it thenl I mean we can only go by 

what we hear. 

MR. HICKMAN: I understand the honourable Premier before he became 

Premier indicated that we would have a look at the cost and the 

programffle -

t-fR, Rall F.RT~ • 
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t-fR. HICf.."MAN: 

MR. ROBERTS· 

MR. HICrrnAN: 
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I can give you the figures on the look. 

Tell us about the look. 
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I have had to look a little, ~r. Chairman, as simply 

as.this, that it is beyond the financial capacity of this province 

to expand the Newfoundland Constabulary. It really is. For instance 

on capital account alone the R.C.M.P. -

t-''R. ROMRTS: 

MR. HIC"E:'MAN: 

Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, there is no quorum. 

There ie a quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ROBr.RTS: No, no, Mr. Chairman, if the clerk were to count I 

am sure there will be four honourable gentlemen who leave.as is our 

right. There is no quorum in the Chamber at present. 

MR. HICK?-'AN: Well count them. 

MR. ROBERTS: They are all in. The minister may now continue. 

MR. HICKMAN: As I say. Mr. Chairman, as I see it as minister,there 

is no conceivable way that we could ever lay our hands on finances 

necessary to expand the Newfoundland Constabulary and with the equipment 

that is necessary for the policing of this province. For instance, 

where could we ever lay our hands on close to $1 million to buy a 

helicopter or to buy two aircraft which the R.C.M.P. have and which 

they must have. Where could we find -

MR. ROBERTS: We have ~our or five helicopters,for heaven~ sakesl 

MR. HICKMAN: But not the police helicopters. I mean one that is on 

full-time call, full-time duty with the police -

MR. ROBERTS: Sure they are working now. 

MR. HICKMAN: No. 

MR. ROBERTS: We have all sorte of aeroplanes. 

MR. HICKMAN: Where could we find the necessary funds to put up our 

own building? Remember the R.C.M.P. would still be here for the 

federal statutes, they would still have their detachment quarters. 

The other thinr, is to provide - bear in mind, Mr. Chairman, that in 

our arran~l"ment with the R.C.M.P. there ie no charge to this province 
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at all for training police constables when they join. Some people 

will argue that the Newfoundland Constabulary would create additional 

employment. That is True. I think it is equally relevant that the 

R.C.M.P., I am speaking from memory now, but I believe that last 

year there were sixty-four Newfoundlanders recruited in this province. 

True it is that they have to police as a matter of policy. I think 

they work for their first five years anyway in other provinces and 

then when they reach a certain stage they start drifting ·back hut 

there is a great deal of employment being found for Newfoundlanders 

and a large number of Newfoundlanders are applying for the R.C.M.P. 

The other thing is, Mr. Chairman, th2t whilst there may be, 

I am avare of certain and I have had discussions with municipalities 

on the policing policy, it had been suggested on one or two occasions 

that the Newfoundland Constabulary might be moved to certain areas 

but I am been flooded with requests from municipalities for R.C.M.P. 

detachments or for increases in the present detachments. There is 

not doubt that the stature of that force throughout this province 

stand very high. They have a good record,as do the NtNfoundland 

Constabulary,of very heavy colll!lunity involvement that is first 

class. I have no doubt at all as far as both forces are concerned 

we are going to see more and more of it. We have seen very excellent 

examples in the City of St. John's with the involvement of the 

Newfoundland Constabulary, the Boys Club, an area where we had 

difficulties and law enforcement problems and they went in there 

and today it nas just ahout disappeared. 

Still four to nothing. 

~ - ROWF. , W .N . On that p~int, Mr. Chairman, I draw to the minister's 

attention that there is twice as much being spent or estimated to 

be spent in the estimates, more than twice as much being spent on 

the R.C.M.P, as there is being spent on the Newfoundland Constabulary. 

Now what would be the ratio? How many constabulary are there compared 
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to R.C.~.P, officers? 

MR. HIC!O!AN: You asked me, so I will have to ansver it, 

The per capita cost of policing the City of St. John's is 300 per 

ceht higher than policin~ the remainder of the province. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Mr. Chairman, so what? I mean that is not the 

question. I am wondering how many -

MR. HICIO'!AN: Is the honourable gentleman suggesting that St. John's 

is under-policed? 

MR. ROWE, W.N. No, Mr. Chairman, what I am suggesting 111 that 

there are not twice as many R.C.M.P. officers around the province (Are 

there?) as there are constables in St. John's? 

MR. HICP"MAN: Oh, no. 

!-'R.. ROWE, W.N. Yet the cost of the R.C.M.P. to us,under our 

contract,is twice as much as the cost of the police. 

MR. HICKMAN: Wait now. Hold on for one minute. 

MR. ROWE. W.N. So when the minister says that we do not know where to 

find the money to expand the Newfoundland Constabulary throughout the 

province,! would suggest that he will find the money right there that 

we are lashing out to the R.C.M.P. Now I am not necessarily in favour 

of getting rid of the R.C.M.P. in the rest of the province, I mean 

that is not my point at all. What my point is, is that again we have 

seen the Premier of the Province makin~ what certainly appeared to 

me to be a public commitment before getting into office and that public 

commitment has now evaporated. The same thing that has happened in 

a dozen other cases, Mr. Chairman. 

There is quite a lot of money going to the R.C.M.P. The other 

question, of course, it is probably not relevant under this subhead 

but the other question is: why should the provincial government,lthis 

question is the perennial one) why should the provincial government 

be paying for the cost of policing in St. John's when in many other 

places around the province who need a police officer, there is no 

grant by the province to a particular municipality for police servicPs? 

4608 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1191 (night) PK - 9 

Except Corner Brook and Labrador City. ~. HICKMAN·: 

t-<R. ROWE • W • N • Corner Brook and Labrador City. There are others 

as well.Rafe Verte, for example, has a detachment in it. 

MR.' HICKMAN· Oh, yes. 

fo!R. ROWE, W.N. But there are lots of places that do not get police 

services as such, you know a direct police service. So has the minister 

given any thought? Are the government given any thought to turning 

over the Newfoundland Constabulary to the municipal government of 

St. John's to operate and pay for out of city taxes? 

MR. HICKMAN : As the honourable member said,thia is a perennial 

thought for quite some time. 

MR. ROWF., W.N. Especially during the strike. 

MR. HIC~AN: Well I do not know about that but I recall there was 

a commitment made by the former Premier to the Mayor of St. John's 

in 1949 that so long as he was ?remier of Newfoundland the government 

would assume responsibility for the policing of the city and for the 

fire protection in the city. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. The people obviously did not agree with that,so they 

tried to turn them out. 

MR. HICta-'.AN: This commitment was made. Now there is one thing you 

know I am sure of,that any sensible person would agree that we could 

not suddenly call in the Mayor of St. John's today and say,"Mayor 

Adams, Your Worship, my friend,here is the police force because you 

get involved in a great deal of grants-in-aid.• For instance, if we 

had a city police force here now the Mayor of St. John's could very 

properly say to me,"Fine, we have a police force. We will make sure 

that they will enforce the Dog Act and we will make sure that they 

will enforce parking regulations and all municipal by-laws but if 

a murder is committed do not look to us nor a break and entry." So 

what happens then is the province turns around and pays substantial 

p;rants to the city to carry out the work that is vested in the Atton:cv 

General - the same with the protection of public buildings. I would 
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say that there would have to be a fairly sustained study before 

we could arrive at a definite decision on that. 
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On policing the municipalities,in conversations which I have had 

recently they have sugFested tha~ we should nwait ~~e outcome aa 

it is in the terms of reference of the Whelan Commission. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chaiman, before we carry this subhead, I 

wonder if the minister can inform the committee as to the changes 

now taking place and if the Department of Justice will be involved 

in the additional R.C.M.P. as I understand arPnow being recruited 

for the policing of airports? 

MR. HICKMAN: No, we are not involved at all. 

MR. WOODWARD: This will be a direct federal responsibility and the 

province will not be involved in it. 

MR. HICKMAN · Directly federal. 

MR. WOODWARD: But I understand there will be an additional R.C.M.P. 

force, a type of special force for the airports which will 

include a number of persons, as ~any as thirty, forty or fifty or 

som~thing like that. 

MR. HIC~N: I know something about it, Mr. Chairman, because the 

Co11111anding Officer of the R.C.M .P. alerted me and asked me if I 

would make a statement on it with the hope of attracting recruits. 

It is an auxiliary force in the sense that they will not go through 

the full training programme in Regina,as an ordinary recruit is 

obliged to take. They will be restricted to security at the airports 

and it will be all Newfoundlanders. I do not think there has been 

any diffic~lty in recruiting so far. Indeed there has been a very 

strong response to the applications and I am not sure of the number 

but thirty to forty seems to be rather high. I did not think there 

were that many. But it is an additional police presence because 

obviously you have them in a particular airport, the-general public 

are not going to distinguish between two R.C.M.P. officers in uniform 

and one is stationed in Gander policing the Town of Gander and anot~cr 

is at the airport. Rut it is a few more jobs, a few more dollars. 

On motion 719 - 03 carried. 46f0 
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O{I motion 719-04 carried, 

On motion 720-01 through 720-02-02 carried. 

MR. woonWARD: Before you carry 720-02-03. Mr. Chainnan, maybe the 

minister will enlighten the committee. I think we brought this up 

last year on the training of out-of-town firemen and who pays 

the expenses? 

MR. HICKMAN· The programme is carried out, Mr. Chairman, _by the 

Fire Commissioner,in co-operation with the Fisheries College,and 

fire chiefs take courses at Torbay which has received a great deal 

of approbation from the federation of mayors and mtmicipalities. 

when they were in to see us recently they were rather complimentary 

towards this programme. The thought is that the chiefs go back then 

and pass on this training to their firemen. It is working quite well 

at least so the mayors and councillors tell me and so does the 

fire commissioner, 

MR. WOODWARD: There is a point t_ha.t I want to raise, Mr. Chairman, 

the fact that there is only $8,000 in this vote. Is the minister's 

department invit-ing firemen from the 111unicipalities to participate 

in this particular plan? 

MR. HICKMAN: Oh, yes and they come in. 

MR. WOODWARD : Out of 276 mtmicipalities and we have $8,000 in the 

vote? 

MR. HICR:'-1:AN: No, we have not got 276 municipalities. 

tAR. WOODWARD: It must be a worthwhile ,.,ote and a worthwile 

programme, ~rr. Chairman. 

~~ICT0fAN: It certainly is, Mr. Chairman, and nU111ber one we do not 

have276 fire brigades. Number two, that if you have them in last 

year from a particular area,they do not come this year, you have 

another group. My understanding is that the municipalities pay 

the travelling cost of these men coming to St. John's. There is no 

cost for the instructors.~his is provid~d by the Fire Commissioner,by 
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the St. John's Fire Department and by the Fisheries Colle~e. I 

think their building is· at Torbay, I am pretty sure of that. Again 

there is no cost. So again we get good value for that money. 

On motion 720-02-03 carried. 

On motion subheads 721 through 723 carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall 724-01 carry? 

MR. ROBERTS: No, Mr. Chainnan, no. 

MR. ROWF.. W.N. Who is the Electoral officer at the moment? 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Harvey W. Cole of St. John's. 

MR. ROWE 2 W.Ni Who? 

'MR. RICKMAN: Harvey Cole Esquire. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Harvey Cole. What does a Chief Electoral Officer 

do between elections by the way, Mr. Chainnan? 

MR. HICI!'FAN: Inaudible. · 

MR. ROWE, W.N. The new Minister of Justice. I would watch it if I were you. 

MR. ROBERTS: At lea~t that is one acting Premier that puts us one 

up from where we were. 

MR. HICKMAN: The question was, what does the Chief Electoral Officer 

do -

MR. ROWE, W.N. 

elections? 

What does the Chief Electoral Officer do between 

MR. HICJa,fAN: Well right now I think he is still busily engaged in 

going over -

MR. WOODWARD: Countin~ ballots from Sally's Cove. 

MR. HICIOIAN: No not counting the ballots but there is a provieion 

under the act that after one year the ballots have to be tabulated 

and then destroyed. Anyway I understand that he is busy. He will be 

busy -

MR. ROWE, W.N Will he tie able to live up to that commitment that 

he has made to the honourable minister that, you know~to be able to 

tabulate the ballots and destroy them over a four year period? 

AN RON. MF.HHFR: Inaudih]f!I. 
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'MR. HIC10'AN : He is a gentleman with a Bachelor of Commerce degree 

from Dalhousie University, what was he? A Captain in the Navy, or some 

officer. 

AN• HON. MF.'·!"BER • Three times he was defeated. 

MR. HICKMAN: And I believe he has been unsuccessful in certain 

contests. 

MR. WOODWARD: 

'MR. HICJ..'l''AN: 

Do you mean maybe? 

But have not we all? Look at me now. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Mr. Chairman, I find it hard to beat the bat at 11:25 

at night, but I mean this appointment is really just about the most 

offensive that any administration could have come up with. First of 

all, the Premier told the committee last year that he had no intention 

of appointing an Electoral Officer full-time, I do not have the 

reference to Hansard, but if there is anybody listening in our office 

in there, it haprens to be on my table somewhere. I do not have it 

here now. The statement is in Hansard. So we will see what the 

Premier's word is worth or we will have it confirmed what it said. 

Even more than that, Sir, and let me say and other gentlemen opposite 

can howl at me if they want to, I take no offense at giving Mr. Harvey 

Cole a job. The man was a faithful Tory political hack. If the 

gentleman opposite do not like the word "hack" which has been used 

recently by Mr. Stanfield in Ottawa. Is there no quorum? If we all 

leave,there is no quorum and I gather my colleagues all want to go 

and stretch their legs, Mr. Chairman. 

AN HON. Mf.MBER: Come on boys! 

~R. ROBEPTS: Good~here they come! 

Okay,as I was saying, Mr. Chairman, 

AN HON. MEMBER: We even got the Minister of Finance that time. 

MR. ROBERTS: As I was saying, ~r. Chairman, I have no reason against 

the government giving Mr. Harvey Cole a job. 

AN HnN. MF.!-IRF.R: Come on now,crocodile t~arB. 
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MR. ROBF.RTS: No, there are no crocodile tears at all. Mr. Cole 

stood by the Tory party when many of the honourable gentlemen opposite -

Mr. NEARY: Let us have a quorum count. 

r-'R. ROBF.RTS : Thirteen. No, I am about - there have to be fourteen 

on the other side, Mr. Chairman, that is the rule. Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

AN HON. MEMBER: If we only had someone like the honourable member 

for Burgeo Lapoile. 

MR. ROBERTS: If only the mem~er for Burgeo Lapolie were still whip. 

I gather he is still whip. 

AN HON. 'MEMBF.R: Inaudible, 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Is that what the honourable member is drinking tonight? 

The honourable gentleman is drinking water tonight,is he? Well then 

he can have a drink of water at his table, Sir, 

AN HON. MEMBER: On a point of order, please. 

MR. CHAIR.~: Order, please! 

MR. ROBERTS: I have the floor, Mr. Chairman, let him be quiet. 

MR. EVANS: Order! Order! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR. ROBERTS: Now. Mr. Chairman, as I was saying,! have nothing 

against the honourable gentleman opposite givinF!; Mr, Harvey Cole 

a job. I should think if anyone deserved well of a P.C. or a 

Tory· government Mr. Harvey Cole did. He stood by that party, Sir. 

when most of the honourable gentlemen opposite were of another 

political complexion, You miRht say · they were Liberals. Liherals 

of convenienc~. So wten the F.lectoralship came in for the Tory party 

under full sail,Mr. Cole was entitled to a job. He served as 

special assistant, I believe tl1•' title was, to the minister of Finance. 

~. ROWF, W.N. 

MR. RORF.RTS: 

He was good at ransac~in~ offices. 

lie wai, awfully p:ood at ransackin~ off1.c@'9. Yes, he 

wa11 invalunhle, t havf! no douht, in ransacking officefl. 

AN HON. ~nrn rn : lie w11s invalunble at everythinJ:,":. 

Yes he wRs prohably invaluahle at everything. And 

the ~inister of Finance told us last year that he had heen, maybe -
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MR. ROBF.RTS: Yes he was probably invaluable at everything. And 

the Minister of fin~e told us last year that he had been, he 

may have used the word ''invaluable." a most valuable public servant. 

I do not mind in the lea~t ~r. Harvey Cole having been taken on but, sir, 

I think it is highly offensive to put a man with his record, you 

can say what you want about the Smallwood Administration and I am 

not going to claim because it is not true that the Smallwood 

Administration did not appoint political friends to certain posts. 

AN RON. ME?-IBER: Go on, they did not! 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Oh, they certainly did. They certainly did. The 

honourable r,entleman for Placentia East was given a political Job 

by Mr. Smallwood before he revealed his true political colours, 

as he would tell us he now has. He was given a number of political 

jobs by Mr. Smallwood. 

AN HON. ME!-fBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! We are dealing with -

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We are dealing with Mr. 

Harvey Cole. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. We are talking about political appointments are we 

not? 

MR. ROBERTS : Political appointments. I was asked to name one.I was 

happy too. Now, Sir, that is Mr. Cole's salary,is it? As I was 

saying, Sir, th~ men who served this province as Chief Electoral Officer 

have never before been political hacks. We now have one. Mr. Cole 

is a political hack. Mr. Cole left the Minister of Finance's office, 

his personal staff, and what did he do then. Sir? 

AN HON. "'lr.MBF.R: He was a political disaster. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Mr. Cole is a political disaster? He may be that too. 

AN HO~. ~fBF.R · So is the Leader of the Opposition. 

J.ffl. . ROBF.TITS : Mr. Chairman, if the honourable p,entleman opposite 

would like to put ~r. Cole to work at having an election tomorrow, 

I should be delighted. I woul~ be delighted. If the honourable 

4615 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1191 (night) 

gentleman opposite wants to put the Chief Electoral Officer to 

wor~, Mr. Chairman, I should be simply delighted. 
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It would be a very nice thin~. We have not hRd 1m ele'cti.on in 

this province for a whole year. Tt has heen a whole vear si.nce 

we have had an election. 

MR. OOODY: We had one in October. 

MR. ROBERTS: All right let us talk about October because Mr. 

Harvey Cole was active in the October election because as he 

left the honourable Minister of Finance,was pushed aside. Where 

did he go then,this public servant, this nonhack, this nonpartisan 

creature? Why he went to work for a public servant organization, 

an educational, nonprofit organization, the Progressive Conservative 

Federal Campaign Committee. Mr. Harvey Cole, the gentleman whose 

salary is under discussion now, ran the most unsuccessful Tory 

camoai~ that we have had in this province in a number of years 

hecause Mr. Ambrose Peddle met his come-upance at the hands of 

the electors of r.rand Falls- White Bay - Labrador with '!l'r. Harvey 

Cole guiding him. Mr. Fred Woodman met his come-upance at the 

hands of the electors of Bonavista-Trinity-Conception -

A~ PONOl'RABLE ~MBER: A backhanded slap to the Premier. 

~. POBEPTS: Not a backhanded slap, a fronthanded slap to the 

Premier.with Mr. Harvey Cole guiding him. 

MP. MAFSHALL: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. The fi~st 

point of order is that when I risl to a point of order I 

think that I have the floor and I think that the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition should take his seat. 

~r. Chairman, the federal election is hardly relevant 

to this item which ts the salary in the electoral office. 

~- W. ROWE: ~r. Chairman, may I speak to the potnt of order? 

We are talking ahout the salarv of one Parvey Cole, chief 

electoral officer,who immediately before becoming chief electoral 

officer w.1s the campaign ·manager for the Progressive Conservative -

Federal Election Camnaign in this province. ThP.re ls where the 
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relevancy is, 

MR. !-'ARSHALL: What relevancy has the results of the -

MR. ROBERTS: ~r. Chairman, to the point of order. We are not 

speaking of the Federal Election C-ampaign. We are talking of 

IB-2 

Hr. Harvey Cole's work, his qualifications for this vote. Surely 

it is in order, Sir. 

MR. CHAIF}IAN: Under the heading 724-01 we are discussing the 

salaries of the electoral office. I do not think the Federal 

Campaign nor the campaign managers to whichever p~rty is relevant 

to this particular item under discussion. I would suggest that the 

honourable member of the opuosition keep within the rules of 

relevancy by referrin~ to this particular item and not going 

outside the rules of relevancy. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We are talking about 

the chief electoral officer. After his previous experience -and 

Lo and Behold: The gentleman who holds the post of electoral 

officer! 

~- CHAI'R1·1AN: We are talking about the electoral office salaries. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What has this got to do with election campaigmother 

than the gentleman whom vou are discussing, other than the salaries:' 

You are goingwelloutside the bounds of relevancy. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, all that I mentioned was that the 

gentleman - did I mention election after Your Honour ruled that 

I could not? Did I? No, I did not. Get the Hansard and check 

it. We are talking about the salary of one Mr. H. Cole. I do 

not care to use his name. We are talking about the salary of 

the chief electoral officer. Is that right? That is included 

in this vote, Sir. There is ll4,000 big,luscious dollars in it, 

$15,000 in it for him. Is that right? 

\~. W. ROWE: $15,003. The three is for the working dog. 

MR. RORF.RTS: $15,003 hi~,luRciouR, lovahle, lovely dollars in it 
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for the chief electoral officer. Is that righ~. ~r. Chairman? I 

want to make sure that I am relevant. 

' fR. CPAi r~1_!\,N: If the honourable Leader of the Opposition continue 

along those lines, I think it is in order but it was the Chair's 

impression that he was about to wander again. The Chair suggests 

that he keep within this particular item, 724·-01, Salaries of 

the electoral office. 

MR. ROBERTS: I do not know whether to laugh or to cry really. 

Sir Rri.an Dunfi.eld, a very great juri.st.ouotinl!; thousands of 

other great .1urists once said, "Every dog is entitled to the 

first hite," I believe Your Honour when he savs that he was 

under the imoresi;:lon that I m:l'1;ht - I mean, are we 11:oinl!: to 

put a man f.n jail now hecause 1-ie might go out and murder somebody 

and it is against the law to murder? 

then one can be called to order. 

If there is an offense, 

t-m. CHATR~AN: The Chair suggests that the honourable gentleman 

continue on this it~m and not delay the subject. 

MR. ROAERTS: I am al! for i.t, Mr. Chairman, and I hope that Your 

Honour does not anticinate what I am going to say. If J say 

something and I err, then Your Honour will quite properly 

call me to order but this nonsense of anticipation is utter,arrant 

nonsense. Twaddle, that is the word for it. 

Now, we are talking about the chief electoral officer. T 

still sav that it is the moFt offensive public appointment that 

has ever heen made in this provi~ce. The ~inister of Fin~nce 

has to defend it. He has all of the brass of a colonel's horse. 

That is not had, is it John? I must say for twenty minutes to twelve. I think 

that is pretty good. I wonder if the page will get me a drop of 

water, Mr. Chairman, nlease. Is Your Honour rising to o!,ject 

or is Your Honour jui;t changing the guard? The guard is changed. 

The Premier is about . to join us. That is p,ood because I hope that 

the Premier will say a word or two ahout his statement to a committee 
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last·year that he could not see the need for a full-time chief 

electoral officer. --,Jle now have one. 

As I waR snyin~. Sir, I conRfder Mr. Cole - I do not 

want to use the p,entleman's name. 

IB-4 

We have found the verhatim report for Tuesday June 27, 

1972. It is page 3336 quotin1 the hr.nourable the Premier In 

reply to a question by me. I asked, "Is it the intention of the 

minister, Mr. Chairman. Will there be a full-time appointment 

or will it be the practice of the past few years? In other 

words, part-time?" 

Quoting the honourable the Premier in reply, Sir, "At 

the present time, Mr. Chairman, it is a full-time classification. 

It is a f~ll-time .1ob but it seems that with the 8/Stem we have 

it is somewhat ridiculous that a full-time returning officer be 

appointed at $17,500 a year,hecause that is what ~agistrate 

Tricket was getting as a magistrate when in essence the only 

real work he has to do is on approaching an elect1on." 

~ reply was, "That would be one year out of four." 

The Premier replied, "Admittedly when an election is 

approaching and after there is a great deal of work to be done 

in that office,probably a great deal more than the salary justifies. 

~ut it would seem that probably the most logical thing to do would 

be to look for a part-time electoral officer with the understandin~ 

that he becomes full-time at the time of the election." That 

is what the Premier said. Now., he went on and we1111eled out 

by saying, "This is not p.overnment polf cy. It has nc ·t even 

been discussel'l in any great detail." 

Then the honourahle ~entleman from Bell Island went on 

about hospital/I. ~~at that had to do with the vote I do not know. 

The next reference, Mr. Chairman, is the matter concernini the 

people in hospital during an election. What is the score? 

Four to nothing. I thought thdt the basketball world series was 
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over. 

Now, Sir, obviouslv the ~dministration chan~ed their 

mind. Again I am not ~oing to belabour the point. If honourable 

~entlemen opnosite want to debate ·it , I shall be happy to. I 

do think that the appointment of the particular gentleman to the 

post of chief electoral officer,whose salary is now under 

discussion 1is the most offensive public anpointment we have ever 

had . Not because of the fact that the gentleman has a job. I 

wish him all the jobs in the world. I really thin~ that if 

any man ever earned a political appointment, a patronage app_Ointment, 

the particular gentleman did. I really mean that,I believe.it but, 

Mr. Chairman, to put him in this particular job because, Sir, this 

~s the job of the man who referees the general elections. !here has 

been over the years spread about Newfoundland the story that 

general electio~s in this ~rovince have not been above board. 

Somebody opposite said, "Here, here:' Well, Sir, I have never 

heard of any evidence being put forward to support that. I am 

sure that if there were evidence it would have come forward. I 

do not know of any cases. I really do not. 

Now, Sir, with this particular gentleman in this function 

I think those of us on this side knowing his recoro, admiring his 

devotion to one partisan cause - it has never happened in Canada. 

It has never happened across Canada. It has never happened in 

Ottawa. Now we have a partisan offical and, ~r. Chairman, it is 

very serious because it P,Oes right to the heart of the whole 

system. He is the man who is re,monsible for supervising the 

electoral machinery. He 1s an open - well, he is not now maybe 

but has been an open, avowed and very unsuccessful partisan. It 

is not the way the game should he Played, Sir, and I think the 

people of Newfoundland deserve better. 

Accordingly I think I should move that the salary be deleted. 

There is no need at all for a chief electoral officer this year. If 
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the honourable gentlemen opposite have an elect~on,as I hope they 

shall, they can get a special warrant and pay the fellow that 

way,but I would move that the subhead in question,which is 724-0l. 

be reduced by the amount of $15,003,which I understand is the 

amount pu~osed to be paid to the chief electoral officer. This 

would bring it down, Sir, to $2,797. Let me reduce it to one 

dollar or a hundred dollars. That is our token. I think the 

case for this speaks in support of it. I do not think that 

I need to say it again but honourable gentlemen opposite will 

have a few words and perhaps some of us will have a few words. I 

really think that it is an offensive appointment, not because 

of the man himself but offensive because of the political partisan 

history of the man and because of the nature of the uosition to 

which he has been appointed. If they want to give Mr. Cole a 

job, Sir, there are all sorts of jobs that they can give him. Let 

them give him the Power Commission. Let them give him any 

number of things but, Sir, let him not be chief electoral officer. 

MR. CRAIRMAN: Could the honourable Leader of the Opposition 

repeat the motion? 

MR. ROBERTS: I move that 724-01 be reduced by $17,700 to a token 

amount of one hundred dollars. 

MR. CARTER: In the past few years Newfoundland's political history 

has been stormy to say the least and there is no doubt that 

practically everyone who could breath, walk or crawl has shown 

a tremendous interest in the ele.ction and ha.,;; sided on either 

one side or the other,for or against the previous administration. 

So, in that sense I think that you can say that all Newfoundlanders 

in the past few years have been political. That is to say that 

there were very few neople who were neutral. Perhaps a few people 

who were too old to understand what was going on or too feeble to 

care but practically everyone has had a political bias. I say 

that without meaning it in a pejorative sense. So, in looking for 
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any ~ppointment, one has to fall hack on ability. 

Now, J would agree wtth the Leader of the Opposition 
-~ 

that to appoint a rerson 1ust for political reasons would be 

political depravity hut when you have someone of "Ir. Harvey 

Cole's undoubted ability and fair mindedness and when you 

consider that since his appointment he has deliberately 

stayed away from every hint of partisan political envolvement -

MR. RORF.RTS: He tackled my colleague at a cocktail party. 

MR. CARTER: what was it he called him? Was it a "sniveling 

cur"? 

Anyway the honourable p,enleman who has been appointed 

to that post of ch1.ef electoral officer iA one of the most 

hip:hly qualified people that could be found in Newfoundland 

and one of the most fair minded. I would say that the Leader 

of the Opposition is speaking from a sense of frustration and 

envy and nothing else that motlvates him. To say that we can 

avoid a political bias is to say you know, "When did you stop 

beating your wife?" In the case of the Leader of the Opposition, 

"When did you stop beating your fiancee?" All that I can 

say is that the Leader of the Opposition spe~t more time 

cringing in the last regime. I would suggest that the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition employ his time more fruitfully than 

attacking someone of undoubted ability and htgh minded fairness 

of l-'r. Harvey Cole. 

~ • F • l'OWF. : Mr. Chairman, I rise to support the amendment 

moved l'!O ahly hy mv colleague, the Leader of the Oppr,sition. 

Sir, the first thin~ we have to look at as far as I am concerned 

when we talk about such an apnnintment is the qualifications of 

the man. The honourable the member for St. John's North just 

broadly says that ~r. Harvey Cole has.~reat qualifications for 

this particular job. Sir, he did not give one single example of 

the qualifications or the experience that Mr. Cole had in order to 
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enable h~m ta get such a position.- ke lost the nomination. He 

ran urtsuccessful.lv for the Tory Party a number of times. He 

has been an organizer in the Tory Party. Practically anything 

I know about the man that he has been associated with always 

had to do with work with the Progressive Conservative Party 

IB-8 

whether it was research or whether it was campaigning or organization. 

That is the only qualification that has been brought before this 

House. Sir. Now. I am not saying that the man has not been experienced 

in some other area but the only thing that has be~n brought before 

this House has been the gentleman's political experience. Even the 

member for St. John's North did not point out any other experiences 

that Mr. Harvey Cole had that would qualify him for such a job. 

Sir, this job requires a person who is completely 

nonpartisan and completely objective as far as any political 

affiliation is concerned. That can hardly be said of Mr. Cole. 

I myself feel that the job should go to a man such as a mapistrate 

or certainly to a man who has had some similiar tyne of exoerience 

in the past. Sir, this is the exact e~ivalent of apoointing - can 

you imagine what would have hannened, ~r. Chairman, if three or 

four years ago the then Premier of the time had to have appointed 

Mr. Joe Ashley as chief electoral officer in this nrovince? Can 

you imagine what kind of reaction we would have had from the other 

side of the House if that type of thing were done. Or ~r. Frank 

tfall as Chief electoral officer, p;ood men who have worked for 

the Liberal Party but,Sir. appointing them as chief electoral 

officer would have been just a little bit much, too much,just 

the same as the situation that we have here today with ~r. 

Harvey Cole. 

Sir, I would like to p.;et another thing straip.;ht. Is 

that the only work thnt Mr. llarvey Cole is doing in. this 

province totl1w? Fnr 1 nl'ltnnce, T wn!'I rlr1 v1np- mv 11nn off to music 

prnct1c«? there nn Snt11rdny morn1nR nnd on the way bock Lo and 
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Behold~ Who should l see strollinp, into the rrogreRRive Party 

Headquarters, nonr. 0°ther than Mr. Harvey Cole trying to get 

into the Prop,ressive Conservative Party Headquarters on a 

Saturday morninp.. He could not ~et in. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: He was reading Joe Ashley. 

MR, F. ROWE : He was reading Joe Ashley. Joe Ashley would 

have been a little bit much too, Sir. I conceded that. 

The fact of the matter is that Mr. Cole was try~ng to get into 

the Progressive Conservative Headquarters unsuccet::sfully on 

Saturday morning,becauae he would not find the right key. 
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Now, what I would like to know is does Mr, Cole have a key to the 

Progressive Conservative Partv Headquarters and why does he have 

a key to Progressive Conservative Party Headquarters and what 

was he doing trying to get into the offices on Saturday morning? 

MR. ·cROSBIE: Before we vote on the question,! want to soeak 

on behalf of Harvey Cole. Mr. Chairman, one of the things that 

I find 1110st objectionable about the honourable Leader of the 

Opposition _is the uncouth language he uses when he deals with 

what he calls political hacks. In the twenty-three years before 

this administration took office there were quite a few people 

who had political connections appointed to commissions or 

aonointed to office or the civil service or given this, that or 

the other thing. Yet, I cannot recall the opposition of that 

dav ~etting up in the Hou.qe of Assembly and attacking these 

people ana saying that they were political hacks. 

If we just look at the Civil Service Commission alone, the 

Civil Service Co11111ission which is supposed to appoint everyone to 

the civil service and have some say on promotions and the rest of 

it. Who comnoses the Civil Servtce Commission? Eric Jones who 

waR a Liberal politiciar and a ~intster of F1nance. Yet when he 

wa!I anpo1.nted there was no one in the Pro~ressive conservative 

Party carne out in nuhlic and attacked the man, that took his 
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character, embarrassed his family and called the names to Eric 

Jones that Harvey Cole is being called. Before Mr. Harvey'Cole 

was aopointed chtef electoral officer, when he was appointed 

as my special assistant, he was defamed in the press and called 

a political hack and a political appointment and the rest of it. 

Not caring at all what effect that might have on him,his family 

or his children, he was just insulted and harassed. When Jack 

Robinson, a defeated Liberal candidate in Cander Pistrict,was 

appointed to the civil service connnission, there "Was no outcry 

from the opposition that he was a political hack and a hanger 

on and a political worker and a this and a that and the rest 

of it. 

When Ron Fewer was appointed,and he was a Liberal 

campaign worker in r.rand Falls fot twenty years, he was 

not insulted oc attacked. As a matter of fact they are still 

in their jobs. I could go on with other names. Yet when Mr. 

Harvey Cole was appointed, not our chief electoral officer, but 

the same kind of thing was said about him a year ago when he was 

made my special assistant, executive assistant,which is a 

political appointment in the first place as were political 

executive assistants in the last administration,and have not 

got civil service tenure anyway. Now, of course tonight this 

is all dredged up again so it will be in the press and radio 

and television so that Mr. Cole's wife and his family and 

his cousins and his relatives can hear it all again and see 

it in the. press tomorrow that he is a political hack and he 
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is this, that and the other thing . I think that it is disgusting. 

AN HONOt:RABLE ~~RER: Loathsome. 

~R. CROSBIE: Yes. Loathsome is the proper word for it. It is 

loathsome. If the honourable 11:entleman wants to oh,ject and say 

that he is a political appointment and so on,fine. Say that and 

make the point. To come on with all this political hack and these 

personal comments about Mr. Cole, I think it is a pretty poor show. 
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1-'R. RORERTS: Mr. Chairman. the only comment that I have made about 

Mr. Cole in this debate is that he is a political hack. 

MR. CROSBIE: It has been a lot more than that, Sir. 

MR. ROBERTS: Not from me and not from anybody on this side. A 

number of us have used the hack and a number of us have pointed 

his political career whir.h surely is relevant to the man who 

has been made the province's chief electoral officer. I have 

used that term about Mr. Cole outside the House. If it is 

an actionable term,Mr. Cole _is at liberty to have his solicitors 

wait upon mine. It is a harsh term. It is a very harsh term hut 

I think that it is exceedingly offensive to have such a man appointed 

to this position. The Minister of Finance was probably out havin~ 

a cignrette or something when I said earlier that - he can hold me 

down and he can quote this back at me later in years to come, whichever 

he wishes or either or both - that the administration of which I 

was part of of course made patronage appointments just as the 

present administration does. That does not surprise me and it 

does not shock me and it does not offend me. What does surprise 

me and I was surprised when I heard that the gentleman in question 

has been appointed to this position. It was not a week after 

October 30 that the appointment was announced. It was not a week. 

I heard it on the radio. I was not in St. John's. I was in tbe 

province but not in St. John's. He ·was appointed fresh off the 

campaign trail. · 

~ friend now says thar he saw him the other day tryin~ 

to ~et into Progr~ssive Conservative Party Headquarters which i~ 

down at that nice old home there, a little brick building on the 

back of the South W~st Corner of the intersection of Empire Avenue 

and Kingshridge Road. I do not know who owns it hut there is a 

nice little brick office back there. Any man with that record in this 

position would he offensive. 

He mentioned J\'r. Fewer, the honourable gentleman opp.osit~. It 
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would have been equally offensive in my eyes to apooint ~r. Fewer 

to this position. 

/\~ HnNOl''RARLE VE\lflER: Inaudible. 

~. FORF~TS: Yes. I should think so. If the administration rhoose 

to replace the Civil Service Commission as they may - I do not know 

what they are going to do with these men - that is their choice. That 

is their responsibility. 

Mr. Chairman, it is a very serious principle here. I tried as 

far as I could to refrain from using the gentleman's name because 

if his family are upset, that is unfortunate. I am not very happy 

about that but I may add that a number of other families or would 

be families are not altogether pleased by some of the thinFS that 

have been said in this House from time to time. Mr. Chairman, the 

principle is a very serious one, the principle of this amendment, 

The office of· chief electoral officer in this province has been 

nonpartisan up until now. With the appointment of this gentleman, 

it has become partisan. I think that is wrong. Well, the 

Minister of Finance disagrees with me. That is fine. We do not 

agree on very much. Mr. NPhemiah Short was not political, partisan. 

Not to my knowledge. ~r.George Tricket. Who else has been chief 

electoral officer? Mr. Nehemiah Short, Magistrate Stronr,, ~ar,istrate 

Tricket, Magistrate Olford 1who left the office, became a political 

candidate for the Liberal Party, was elected, resigned his seat iT• 

interesting circumstances and indeed never took his seat in the 

House and then was rear,pointed to the bench by the present 

administration. So, I can only nsRume thAt they have checked and 

found ~r. Olford's character not wantin~ and found him to be a 

well qualified magistrate. 

The Minister of Justice,on the morning Jerry Moran's 

mother was buried,made an attack on him. 

AN pn;-:OTTRARLE t•PmF.R: Not so. 

MR. RORF.RTS : It is so. nn the morninr, Mrs. Horan was buried it 

wa,,1 on the rncl1 oH. ~'v C'.01le11p,11e wns the actinp: l"linister of 
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Justice at that point, ~1r. !-fahoney, having met an unf0rtunate accident 

at the polls. Fortunate it may be in the eyes of honourable 

gentlemen opnosite. Vnfortunate in my eyes. 

Thts is an offensive anpointment, ~r. Chairman. It is 

an offensive apnointment and that is why we move the amendment. 

I do not expect that it will carry. The government side will 

vote us down. So there the majority will rule. I am shocked 

even more by what my friend from St. Barhe North says that 

he saw ~r. Cole attempting to enter - I am sure that he was not 

trying to break in. I would not accuse him of any crime of any 

sort. He was trying to enter the Progressive r.onservative Party 

Headauarters last Saturday. So much for his careful air of 

nonpartisanship. I 9hould think ~r. Cole if he had any honour 

and integrity jn political matters would resign and come to the 

Premier and say, "Premier I would like a job please." 

DR. FARRELL: I was just wondering did you say that Mr. Cole 

was in Progressive Conservative Party Headquarters last Saturday? 

~. ROBEl?TS: No, I did not say that. What I said was that 

my colleague from St. Barbe North has said that he observed ~r. 

Cole attempting to get into Progressive Conservative Party 

Headquarters last Saturday. 

DR. FARRELL: I believe that ~r. Cole was in Corner Brook last 

Saturday. Tam pretty certain - I Atand to he corrected but I 

am pretty certain that Mr. Cole was in Corner Brook last Saturday. 

He left on an eight o'clock flight from here. 

~- POBF.RTS: Mr. Chairman, let us have a little order here. 

~- F. ROWE: ~r. Chairman, I saw,unless I saw his twin brother, 

~r. Harvey r.ole trying to get into party headquarters this past 

Saturday morning. He has not proved that he was in Corner Brook. 

~- ROBERTS: ~r. Chairman, do I have the floor? 

!-'P.. CH.i\ IRMAN: Order please. There is no point of orrler here. Honourahle 

members are in dispute as to facts which cannot be resolved by a 
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ruling from the Chair. So, it is fruitless to ~k the Chair for 

a ruling o.n thi.s matter. 

MR. ROBERTS : Mr. Chairman, I have the floor I take it. If Mr. 

Cole was 1.n Corner Brook., then so he was in Cornet Brook. My 

colleague· said that he saw a man and the Premier saya .that he 

should have said he looked like him. 

MR. F. "!!OWE: Mr. Chairman, I do not mind reneating it. If I 

missaw somebody, I have no hesitation whatsoever in apologizing 

and retracting the statement but until such time as it can be 

' 

IB-14 

proven that Mr. Harvey Cole was in Comer Brook Saturday morning, 

I am c::ertainly not going to retract the statement. My only 

fear is that it was not Saturday morning past. It might have 

~een the Saturday morning before. 

AN HONOURABLE MEJ\'!BER: Was •it a Saturday morning? 

MR. F. ROWE: · It.was a Saturday morning 
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Hr. Chairman, when I wus driving my son 

back from music practt'c';. Now if there is r,oinr, to be a difference 

between which Saturday morning it is,I will correct that. 

MR. MOORES: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, the Premier would be well advised to 

confine his remarks to the subhead under discussion as Your Honour 

keeps telling us. I know the Premier spends so little time in 

the chamber that he is not familiar with even that rule. 

MR. M)ORES: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: 'Well, maybe after reading the "Herald" the Premier 

would have a bleeding ulcer, I do not know. Is this an off day 

for the Premier? 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: What I want to know, Mr. Chairman, is, is this an 

off day for the Premier or an on day? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! Honourable gentlemen have carried 

on a jocular discussion now for the past five minutes or so and 

the Chair has refrained from intervention and honourable members, 

as is the custom that has grown up in the House, may on occasion 

divert into irrelevancY, however I think it is time that we dealt 

specifically with Head 724(01). 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Hr. Chairman, and it being midnight I shall 

draw my remarks to a close unless the Premier is going to say a word 

or two and that would be welcome. Maybe he will draw me out.- They 

are bringing in the members just in case the vote we sneak it 

through, the four of us outvote them on this motion. "men I put 

it,it will meet a sad fate but so will Mr. Cole in due course. 

Anyway let us hear from the Premier and then we will see. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

on this point. 

The honourable member for Bell Island has risen 

MR. MOORES: I wish he would keep on going. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I will give the Premier the floor. 
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MR. NEARY: · It is very seldom we hear him, Sir, so I will let him 

have the floor. 

MR. ~ORES: That is all right and it is even more selcom, Mr. Chairman, 

that the honourable member for Bell Island listens. 

The fact is regarding Mr. Harvey Cole the attitude taken 

by the opposition as far as the political appointment I suppose 

could be qualified in the sense that Mr. Harvey Cole was identified 

with the Progressive Conservative Party for a great many years. 

Any allegation to the effect that Mr. Harvey Cole ia anything but 

an honourable man, is anything but a man with ability in the area 

in which he is now serving,is totally an injustice and totally 

irresponsible by anyone who says it. We have heard the name 

bandied around and once again we are in the area of personalities 

which the opposition so gladly throws around so easily and the 

member for St. Barbe North,who is not normally guilty of this, 

tonight stood up and said that he saw Mr. Harvey Cole going into 

the Progressive Conservative Headquarters on Saturday or trying 

to get in, whichever it was. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): (Inaudible) • 

MR. MOORES: Now one moment. Mr. Cole flew to Corner Brook on 

Friday morning,nine o'clock,with the St. John's Caps, was in there 

for the hockey series for that weekend and came back on Monday. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is not the fact that what Saturday it was 

there was an identifiable time, place and man,and if that is typical 

of the attitude .of the people in this House.where you can casually 

take a character of a decent individual and slander him here where 

he has no defence,that is unforgivable. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): I was not. 

MR. MOORES: Of course, you were. You were telling a lie about a 

man in this House. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, the Premier can 

rant and roar if he wants but he used a word which Your Honour 

has told us time and time is unparliamentary. May I ask ·that he 
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be directed to withdraw it. 

MR. MOORES: Speaking on that point of order, Mr. Chairman, I have 

said that Mr. Cole was in Corner Brook on Saturday and the honourable 

member for St. Barbe North said he was not, he said he saw him 

downtown on Saturday. If he retracts the fact,that he did not 

see him,I will retract the statement that I called -

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, we have had this 

out in the committee a hundred times and I have been as guilty as 

anybody. Your Honour has ruled -consistently that that word cannot 

be used 0 No mention of retraction,so would Your Honour please 

direct the Premier to withdraw the word. 

MR. MOO~ES: Mr. Chairman, on that same point of order, that 

statement the honourable member for St. Barbe North made was 

incorrect and untrue. I will withdraw the lie word. One second, 

on the point of order -

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh, are we still on the point of order? 

MR. MOORES: I hope. 

HR. CHAIRMAN: As far as the point of order raised by the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition is concerned,it is the feeling of the 

Chair that the honourable Premier has retracted the allegation 

that the honourable member for St. Barbe North had told a lie 

and the honourable the Premier has successfully,within the rules 

of the House,rephrase4his statement. 

HR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Chairman, I am not speaking on the point of 

order as that is disposed of. I just wish to say that -

AN HON. MEMBER: (!~audible). 

MR. OTTF.NHEIMF.R: Yes, as I said I am not speaking on that as that 

is over with. Actually I just telephoned Mr. Cole in order to check 

on certain allegations and as the Premier just indicated Mr. Cole 

left St. John's Friday for Corner Brook and came back on Monday. 

I went further.and I said, "Have _you ever since your appointment 

as chief electoral officer been in or tried to get in or had access 

to or tried to get into Progressive Conservative Headquarters?" and 
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he said, "Absolutely not." 

MR. MARSHALL: Now, Mr~ Chairman, I have never in my life seen 

the like to equal this. We heard in this conunittee an unequivocal 

statement made by a member of the opposition to the effect that 

the chief electoral officer was seen going in to our political 

headquarters, the Progressive Conservative Headquartera,and this 

followed a great abomination, a great tirade fro11rthe opposition 

calling the man a political party hack, referring to his political 

allegiances that he had before, his success or lack of success 

with respect to it. We heard statements to the effect that this 

was the most offensive appointment and it is certainly quite obvious 

to me that whatever anyone may think of what is an offensive 

appointment,that I know that he is not the ~ost offensive public 

person in Newfoundland because I know where they sit. The very 

idea in this House of Assembly to get up and make an unequivocal 

statement to the effect that an individual, a public official such 

as Mr. Cole was carrying out his duties, was acting in a manner 

that could be construed to be improper,when the honourable member 

for St. Barbe North was obviously wrong,as he was out of St. John's 

at the.time. 

Now I am wondering whether the honourable member for 

St. Barbe North is going to be prepared to get up on his feet and 

apologize to this House and also apologize to Mr. Cole for the 

innuendo that he placed upon him. This is utterly disgraceful. 

It is indicative of the type of tactics that we have on the other 

side, the gashouse type of tactics of innuendo and slat,.ier and 

what have you against any individual whoever he may be. Now we 

hear the Leader of the Opposition over there saying this person is 

a hack and this person is the other thin~. I think he could have a 

little bit more reapect for the people concerned than to act the 

way he did and to atand up nnd support the type of thing that came 

out, and this is all it was, that came out of the honourable member 
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for St. Barbe North,is absolutely disgusting , untenable and ought 

not to be permitted in this House. Apologize. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): 

Hr. Chairman? 

I have no intention whatsoever ot apoloRizing. 

(Inaudible). 

Do I have the right to be heard in silence, 

Do I, Hr. Chairman? While I was driving, and I 

repeat it again and I do not mind repeating it, while I was driving 

my son back from music practice one Saturday morning, now I will -

AN HON. MF.MBER: (Inaudible). 

HR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, I already indicated if a time 

difference makes a difference, as to whether or not a certain 

gentleman was trying to get into the Progressive Conservative 

Headquarters,so be it! 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): It was not before. Mr. Chairman, I thought it 

was last Saturday but it might have been the Saturday before but 

I saw Hr. Harvey Cole, as far as my eyes told me, and I will not 

retract it for that reason, that Hr. Harvey Cole got out of his 

car close to that building and attempted to get into Progressive 

Conservative Headquarters. He tried the door several times and 

he was unsuccessful in getting in. Unfortunately, Sir, there were 

witnesses there but I be darned if I can, I do not know them. I 

saw that and I will not retract the statement. The only thing 

that I am prepared to retract is that possibly it was not this 

Saturday, but it was this Saturday or the Saturday before, Sir. 

A.~ HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F .B.): Look I am talking about a Saturday morning. I 

know what T!t'f routine is on Saturday mornings,as simple as that, 

so I am not prepared to retract it. 

MR. MARSHALL: Would the honourable member make that same statement 

outside the House? 

MR. ROWE(F.R.): Yes, I will mak• that statement outside the House, 

Mr. Chai rm.'ln. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Well. Mr. Chairman, now that we have disposed of that 

let us talk a little more about entry by the honourable gentleman. 

I wonder if the Premier could tell us please or the Minister 

without Portfolio or anybody else what Mr. Cole was doing breaking 

into the room at Colonial Buildin~ in which Mr. Smallwood had 

some papers. He at that time was a member of the staff of the 

Minister of Finance. I believe the Premier -

HR. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member would permit me, the head 

under discussion is Head 724(01) - electoral office, salaries of 

that office. The matter which the honourable Leader of the 

Opposition is discussing is irrelevant. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, I assume that a salary goes to an 

individual and the individual's fitness for an office is surely 

a relevant factor. If the Premier should not want to answer it, 

that is fine, I am happy. All I want to know is what he was 

doing breaking into Joey Smallwood's office. 

HR. MOORES: I will answer it, Mr. Chairman, in the fac·t that the 

Colonial Building I always thought was the property of the people 

of Newfoundland. I did not think it was the property of 

Mr. Smallwood. At that time Mr. Cole was an assistant with the 

Minister of Finance and at that time h~ was given instructions to 

, look up certain files which happened to be in an office which 

happened to be government property. At that time, maybe the 

Leader of the Opposition would understand this better, he was 

interrupted by a lady with a handbag. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Col~ was interrupted by a lady with a handbag. 

MR. MOORES: That is right. What I was saying, Mr. Chairman, -

MR. ROBERTS: In tlEcampai~n we have seen against Joey Smallwood,thank 

heavens at least his dauP,hter would come to his defense. 

MR. ~ORES: Mr. Chairman, with all due respect,the member for 

Bell Island, af.ter four monthsabsE:nce,was the only one who turned 

up at the airport to meet the past leader of the party. Where were 

the others? Half and half, neither one thing nor the other. Are 
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they defendinr, Mr. Smallwood or are they not? They take whichever 

111 convenient, How con~nient 111 it, Mr. Chairman'l 

I know we are talking about the electoral officer here 

and we bring in what happened when he was an assistant with the 

Minister of Finance which has nothing to do with this vote and 

I would say, Sir, that we should be discussing the vote under 

the electoral office and not the personality nor the innuendo tha • 

goes with the debate as it regressed and digress as it has right 

now. 

HR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, there has been no attempt by anybody 

on this side to speak of the gentleman's personality. There has 

been a considerable attempt and a justified one to speak of his 

complete lack of fitness for the office of ~hief electoral officer . 

The reason my colleague was at the airport by the way was that 

he was the only one who knew Mr. Smallwood was coming. 

MR. MOORES: Oh! 6h! Everyone knew it. 

MR. ROBERTS: I did not know. I plead guilty to Mr. Smallwood 

not having told me he was coming back to Newfoundland and more 

than that he did not call me for a nice chummy little chat on 

the "Open Line" as we had already had our chummy little chat by 

then. We did. We had a great chummy little chat over at 

Roaches Line. We chatted about the Premier and other things as 

well. 

Mr. Chairman, the debate has tended to vary somewhat 

but after all it is 12:12 A.M., 1 mean one gets a little groggy. 

The Minister without Portfolio was close to losing cont·ol of 

himself. The point remains that the gentleman concerned is not 

fit for this office,in our opinion. It has nothing to do with 

his personality and has everything to do with his ability and 

with his record, with his accomplishments,and that is that. It 

is that simple. If my friend from St. Barbe North says he saw 

a man looking like him or saw the man p,oini into the office and 

if the gentleman says no then we have a difference of opinion 
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as to tne facts and we will see what comes of that. 

MR. MARSHALL: How.4,espicable. 

HR. ROBF.RTS: - ·'How despicable, listen to it, Speaking of despicability, 

there sits despicability personified, 

AN HON. MEMBER: Oops! 

MR. ROBERTS: Oops! Not oops. 

MR. MOORES: To a point of orrlP-r, Mr. Chairman, I am only .asking 

for a ruling of the Chair. Is it proper for a member of this House 

to look at somebody else and say, "There sits despicability 

personified?" 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is certainly not a complimentary term but 

whether it is an unparliamentary phrase is debatable. It does 

not appear as one of those phrases which ar~ proscribed by 

Beauchesne and undoubtedly argument could be waved either way. 

It is certainly a derogatory term and perhaps, honourable 

gentlemen, if in future their terurs could be more flattering 

the need for the point may not arise. 

MR. ROBERTS: I thank Your Honour. I shall try harder to be 

flattering to the gentleman from St. John's East. It is difficult, 

Sir, to be flattering to him. My colleague says it is impossible, 

but we shall try. 

In any event,do we want to go on on this? We are still 

on the electoral office and we still have some goodies ahead of 

us yet. Have we not? Are we going to do the Premier's estimates 

next? 

MR. MOORES: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: In any event I have said at least eight times every

thing I had to say,if nobody else wants to say anything. Oops! 

MR. NEARY: Take it easy now. Mr. Chairman,! was doing quite 

well with the hockey game there until my-old buddy over there, 

the Minister of Finance came strollin~ into the House to enter 

i.nto this debate. Sir, he said ·,omethin~ that I could not take 

and I have a pretty strong stomach, Sir. Like most Newfoundlanders 
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I have a strong stomach ~ut I could not take what the honourable 

Minister of Finance said, the comparison that be used when he 

said. "Think of Mr. Cole's family." Well, Sir, I say to the 

Minister of Provincial Affairs,think of my family when he made 

unsubstantiated charges in this House a year ago. 

MR. HICKEY: I thought of the honourable gentleman's family. I had 

a duty to this House and I did that duty and I will await the 

decision of the commissioner who is enquiring. I say to the 

honourable gentleman from Bell Island,he should have thought 

of my family some years ago, some five years,when he attacked me 

and attempted to destroy me, five years in succession while I sat 

on that side of the House. Think of everyone's family and let 

this debate keep a little higher than what it is. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Honourable members persist in engeging in 

irrelevant debate and then demanding the Chair to adjudicate 

upon their irrelevancies. However the honourable member for 

Bell Island could be stretching a point by bringing the Minister 

of Provincial Affairs into the discussion on 724(01). So had the 

honourable Minister of Provincial Affairs not arisen,it is quite 

possible that the Chair would have interrupted the member for 

Bell Island,as it is loathe to do. It is quite possible that 

both honourable members were out of order at the time. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, when the Minister of Finance cannot 

walk into th!s House with a handful of statistics to throw at 

one, he uses some other weak argument and he complains, Sir, about 

the term that was used, "party hack." Do any of the members of 

this honourable House know the meaning of hack, what it means, 

what it is? I brought the dictionary in, Mr. Chairman, "Webster 

New World Dictionary, College Edition." 

AN HON. MEMBER: I carry it with me all the time. 

A.~ HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I touched a nerve again. Let me give 

the honourable Minister of Finance three explanations given in 
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this dictionary for hack. I always thought, Sir, that a hack was 

a second class journalist, a second class writer. Well here is 

what it says here and I do not know if I can see this with the 

lighting in this House. "Hack, to chop or cut crudely, 

roughly or irregularly as with a hatchet; whack at, hack the 

crate to pieces, to break up with a hoe, a mattock etc., to make 

rough or irregular cuts, to give harsh, dry coughat(H.ow I do not 

know if Mr. Cole gives harsh, dry cou~hs or not)"a tool for cutting 

or hacking, a hoe, a mattock; a'harah, dry cough." Here is another 

explanation as there are three. "Hack, board on which a falcon's 

meat was put, a grating or rack for drying cheese or fish,"( I do 

not know if you can hang fish on Mr. Cole or not to dry, Sir,) 

"food for 1tattle:'(Is Mr. Cole good food for cattle?)"a pile or 

row of unburnt bricks set out to dry, to place on a hack for 

drying." Here is the one, Sir, that I thought it meant. I thought 

it meant a second rate journalist and I was ri~ht. Here is 

another explanation of a hack, "A horse for hire, a horse for all 

sorts of work, a saddle-horse,'' (Maybe we can put a saddle on 

Mr. Cole so he can earn his $15,000 a year)" often dull writing, 

literary dru~ge," (Now there is what it really means)" a carriage 

or coach for hire, a taxicab," (Well, S~r, maybe we can get one of 

these things the Chinese use, the rickshaws,and get him to drag it 

around town and help the poor old taxi drivers out.)"a hackman, to 

employ as a hack, to hire out a horse etc., to w~ar out or to make 

stale by constant use, to ride a horse, especially a hired horse 

for pleasure -'' 

MR. HICKEY: To a point of order, ~r. Chairman, if the honourable 

gentleman wish to improve his English,can he not do it elsewhere? 

Can we not get on with the yote~ 

MR. NEARY: I am reading this out, Mr. Chairman, for the benefit 

of the Ministe-r- of Finance who to,ok such great offense to that word. 

He did not even know what it meant, Sir. It sounded dirty so the 

Minister of Finance decided that he would turn the argument against 

{640 

JM - 10 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1193 

my colleague, the Leader of the Opposition,by accusing him of 

character assassination-·of which the old boy over there himself 

is the master, is the artist in this House. Well, Sir, they can 

say what they like over there. They can put up all the smoke 

screens they want but this appointment of Mr. Cole as chief 

electoral officer in this province was one of the most brazen 

political appointments that was ever made in this province 'and 

they cannot deny that, Mr. Chairman. They cannot deny it. They 

have not used one argument that would counter anything that has 

been said from this side of the House. There has been no 

personal attacks on Mr. Cole, no personal attacks from this 

side. I have not heard them. But it was a brazen political 

appointment, Sir. 

It is a generally known fact that Mr. Cole is a defeated 

Tory candidate. 

AN HON. MEMBER: It was never known before? 

MR. NEARY: What was never known before? 

AN HON. MEMBER: To have a political appointment. 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, not as chief electoral officer, It has been 

known to make political appointments to the Civil Service CoDDllission, 

to the Power Commission, to the Premier's office -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, never before to my knowledge in the history of 

this province, in the history of this island~has a defeated political 

candidate been appointed chief electoral officer- the first time. 

It is a precedent and it is a very dangerous precedent, Sir, as the 

lawyers will tell you,and it should not have happened and it is 

wrong. That is what it is all about. That is what this debate is 

all about, Sir. Nothing personal against Mr. Cole, no it is not. 

Nothing personal,not as far as I am concerned, Sir. Then the 

Minister of Finance waltzes into the House and says, "What about 

Mr. Cole's family?" Well, I wouU say,what about everybody's family? 
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in this House whose character has been assassinated, 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, it is getting a bit late for comic 

rel:f,ef from the 'Jnb:ma Pnrbler. 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Chairman, now who is making the personal attack? 

MR. CROSBIE: The master of the smear is long gone, 

Mr. Chairman, I think that it should be pointed out, 

before we vote on this resolution,for the record,that tonight a 

member of this House smeared an innocent person outsi~e of the 

House and when it was brought to his attention that he had been 

mistaken,the member for St. Barbe North said that last Satu~day 

morning he saw Mr. Harvey Cole attempting to enter Progressive 

Conservative Headquarters on Circular Road. When it was brought 

to his attention that Mr. Harvey Cole was not in St. John's last 

weekend-, the member for St. Barbe North tried to slinge and 

hedge and said that perhaps it was some other Saturday and that 

he had not said last Saturday and it might have been the Saturday 

before,instead of being frank enough and honest enough and decent 

enough to say that he must have made a mistake. 

.JM - 12 

Then when told by the Minister of Education that he had been 

speaking to Mr. Cole, who confirmed that he was in Corner Brook and vho 

confirmed and said that he had not been in Progressive Conservative 

Headquarters or near it since he was made chief electoral officer, 

the member for St. Barbe North still persists in this slander or 

libel on Mr. Harvey Cole, this defamation of Mr. Harvey Cole and 

after he has done all that the Leader of the Opposition stands up 

and talks about their smear tactics. If that is not a smear tactic, 

if that is not despicable, if that is not cowardly, if that ·does 

not exhibit a complete lack of decency,then I for one just do not 

know what those appellations are because everyone of them fits 

this situation and the member for St. Barbe North,still unrepentant, 

intends to leave that smear on Mr. Cole despite what has been shown 

to this House toni~ht. 

Well I for one nm goin~ to be deli~hted, thrilled, pleased 
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that I can vote against this attempt to lower Mr. Harvey Cole's 

salary. One other point, this talk by the honourable gentleman 

opposite that there had never been a political appointment as chief 

electoral officer in this province befor~-so what? Whether the 

appointmentwcr~ political or non-political,what difference does 

it make? The chief electoral officer of this province never had 

tenure for ~ood behaviour. He was appointed at pleasure and every 

chief electoral officer since 1949 was appointed at pleasure and 

knew that the moment he displeased the government he could be 

dismissed. He is not an officer of the House. He is always at 

the mercy of the government and no matter what kind of job they 

did or how fair they tried to be that was always the situation. 

So if honourable gentlemen are really concerned about 

chief electoral officers and how important it is that they should 

be independent,they should be up suggesting that Mr. Cole be 

appointed during good behaviour rather than at pleasure because 

then whether the occupant is Mr. Harvey Cole or anyone else he 

has nothing to fear from the government of the day and he can be 

truly independent. So all of this talk about magistrate- 'Eble and 

magistrate that was chief electoral officer and now things are 

different is entirely irrelevant. I would venture to say 

Mr. Harvey Cole, Mr. Chairman, will do an excellent job in that 

post. He would be completely fair and impartial,and that is his 

job to do that. 

Coming to the Colonial Building also, when the Leader of 

the Opposition saw the member for St. Barbe North was in a bad way, 

he had made a bad mistake, he had made a vicious mistake, that he 

he was unrepentant and would not withdraw,he tried to drag in a 

red herrin~ and talked about Mr. Cole going down to the Colonial 

Building. As the Premier has said, Mr, Cole went down to the 

Colonial Building after I had been contacted for two or three days 

and told that there were several filing cabinets out in the hall 

of the Colonial Buildin~, not in the office down there but out in 
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the hall of the Colonisl Building and they would like somebody to 

come down and check th~ugh them and see what was in them. I spoke 

to the Premier and we decided to ask Mr. Cole to go down. Mr. Cole 

did not go down and break into any office in the Colonial Building. 

The filing cabinets were out in the hallway in the Colonial Building 

and whatever he did do he was requested to do by myself with the 

Premier's concurrence so the responsibility is not his at all. 

Now if the member for St. Barbe North is the man I think 

he is~he should stand up here tonight and say it is quite possible 

that he was mistaken. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, I made a statement -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F.B."): Now, Mr. Chairman, if I am allowed to speak in 

response I will speak but if I am going to be harangued from the 

other side I will not concede to anything that was demanded by 

the honourable Minister of Finance or anybody else. I simply ask 

for that courtesy. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will simply repeat what I said 

before and I will concede the fact that I obviously made a mistake 

as to what Saturday morning this was. I mean if the man were on 

a flight and my honourable colleague from Labrador North just 

informed me that Mr. Cole was on that flight going to Corner Brook 

on this Saturday morning. Now it is obvious that I did not see 

Mr. Cole at between 11:30 A.M. and 12:00 noon on this Saturday 

morning and I will retract that part of the statement without 

any hesitation whatsoever. But, Sir, I was sincere and I say it 

in all honesty that I saw Mr. Harvey Cole on a recent Saturday 

morning get out of his car and try the door of the Progressive 

Conservative Headquarters and I say that because I saw it, Sir, 

and unless I was hallucinatin~ at the.time it has to be true. I 

do not retract that part of the statement and I will concede the 

fact that obviously it was not thls Saturday morning that I saw 

Mr. Cole trying to get into the Progressive Conservative Headquarters 
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but it was a fine Saturday morning, Sir, between 11:30 A .• ~. itnd 

12:00 noon when I saw Mr. Cole.unless he has a twin brother, 

try~nP: to get into the Progressive Conservative Headquarter• . I do 

not retract that part of the statement. Sir, unleaa my eye• were 

deceiving me,I know it to be true. It is aa simple as that. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): Mr. Chairman, I suppose we should not -

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, when it boils down to that, Sir, 

it is simply my word against Mr. Harvey Cole's word, It is as 

simple as that. 

MR. ROWE(W.N): Now, Sir, this whole distasteful, disgustinr 

exhibition here tonight in this House is evidence of what we have 

been talking about all along. In any event we have gone through 

a couple of departments and we will ~o through fifteen or sixteen 

more departments. I will say that no other man's name,who is in 

the public service.will be brought up in this 
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MR. WM. ROWE: House again. No man's name has been brought in 

up to this point. 

All that has gone on here tonight simply points up what 

we have oeen saying and what I am sure a number of people on the 

other side of this House believe as firmly as we do. Namely 

that the office of the chief electoral officer should be, wh•ther it has 

been in the past or will be iri the future, it should be something 

which is considered to be a little more sacrosanct perhaps 

than any other office in the province. 

The point that the honourable Minister of Finance baa 

brought up is an excellent point. The man is in a quasi-judicial 

capacity and for the same reason that judges have security of 

tenure, this office should have security of tenure,just as 

the magistrates should have security of tenure I believe 

that the Minister of Justice is going to do something in that 

regard. Security of. tenure iil these judicial or quasi-judical 

offices - that is an excellent point. 

But the other point remains,equally strongly and equally 

firmly. A man who has a past history and record of highly 

involved political activity should not be put in that office, 

It is as simple as that. There is no way that you can dispute 

that fact or that statement, Mr. Chairman. He should not be 

because,as we were saying earlier in this House, if Mr. Cole 

from now until ,loomsday were the _soul of impartiality and 

unbiased and objecttve consideration wherever it car.te to making 

some decision with general elections on the go, 9ery few people 

in this province will believe that he is unbiased or objective 

or impartial. 

How can they? It is impossible, just as any man who is a 

judge in his own case will be accused of beina biased and partial and 

unobjective, even if he is not 'those things. The appearances have 

the effect of undermining the whole system and that is what I \ 

di~pute, that is what my colleague, the Leader of the Opposition, . I 
and the other speakers tonight dispute- and that should not happfm.: 

; 
I 
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MR. WM. ROWE: Perhaps the time has come, as the Minister of 

Finance has said, to make it a position with security of tenure, 

let a man who has had no involvement in politics for at least 

a considerable amount of time ~ake that job. 

Just as the Auditor General for example was appointed 

by this House -

MR. ROBERTS: The Auditor General is appointed by the governor, 

removed by the House. 

MR. WM. ROWE: In other words they have security of tenure 

to the extent that they can only be removed by the House. 

These are the people who should be above politics. It 

is as simple as that. If they are not above politics no 

amount of judicious decision making on their part can ever 

remove that stain or that smear from them and thiR is all that has 

caused this uproar here tonight. That is all I have to say on 

that particular aspect of it. 

As far as the comments made by the member for St. Barbe North 

were concerned, he has made a statement which I believe he was 

genuine and sincere in making. There was a mistake made perhaps 

with regard to time involved and members on the other side were 

very free in taking advantage of that mistake in his statement. 

But whatever he said here tonight did not merit in my estimation 

the kind of appellation put on by the Minister of Finance or 

others. All of which terms I wiJl draw to Your Honour's attention 

were unparliamentr=y, although nobody raised any objection to them. 

If you go through Beauchesne you will see that these terms are 

not allowed to be applied to another member in this House of 

Assembly. 

They are not. words like cowardly, worrls like someone is 

lacking in decency, all these words are unparliamentary. The 

honourable Minister of Finance has applied them to the member for 

St. Barbe North. I do not think he deserves them. He made a 

statement, Sir, he made a statement which he believes to be true, 

~647 



April 12, 1973 Tape No. 1194 NM - 3 

MR. WM. ROWE: ·He would never have made the statement if the 

gentleman we were talking about was not so highly involved 

in politics before. He is merely voicing a concern which we 

all feel .and everybody feels when a man like Mr. Cole, who is 

an acquaintance of ~ine, ve have had our political differences, 

I like his company. I do not like to see bim getting into 

thi• kind of a job just like I would not like to see him getting 

in any other job where he has to exercise a qua•i~judicial 

decision-making capacity. 

I just do not want to see it in this province. It leads 

to acrimony. It leads to people thinking politics is corrupt', 

It leads to people thinking that all politicians and all people 

involved with poltics are a bunch of crooks and no-goods. I would 

like to see us in this province strive a little bit to get away 

from thet,and this kind of an appointment does nothing to remove 

that kind of thing, Mr. Chairman, from politics in this province, 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, one further question, My colleague 

has put the matter awfully well but a question for the Justice 

Minister, could he indicate to the cOllllllittee,please,tbe terms 

under which the present occupant of the office has been appointed? 

MR. HICKMAN: He was just appointed_to the position of Chief 

E~ectoral Officer, that is all. 

MR. ROBERTS: At pleasure. 

MR. HICKMAN: Right, with effect from a current date. Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The motion that 724-01 be reduced from 

$17,800 to $100, ~ot carried. 

MR. ROBERTS: 724-02..04 Question an that one - we passed 

an act, there is to be appointed an electoral boundaries 

cOU1111ission 1 what is the ~20,000 for? 

MR. HICKMAN: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS-: Well would the m,inister favour us with some of his 

thinking on what went into the estimate: It would have been 

more normal, I do not know what exp~nse this thing is going to 

go to, I suppose there is some but an estimate is an estimate, 
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MR . HICKMAN: We have had no experience with this, No.(l) :, 

The Act provides for the appointment of a chairman anJ three 

other members of the commission of the electoral boundaries 

commission and at the same time the commission have the right 

and obligation to appoint whatever secretarial staff that they 

will require. 

Now there is no way that we can estimate with any degree 

of accuracy what that cost is going to be. No.(l~: It will 

depend on the person whom Mr. Speaker decides to appoint. For 

instance, if he should appoint a public servant, obviously 

unless someone should decide to pay him an honorariUIJ! there 

is not likely to b~ any p~yment there. But I am quite certain 

that if the electoral boundaries commission follows the same 

practice that has been followed here with the federal, there 

will be a secretary. The secretary of the present sub-commission 

here is the retired Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court, 

Mr. Robert Kent,and I think they have one stenographer. 

MR. WM. ROWE: He would be an admirable secretary, by the way, 

for this group. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well that is up to whoever the chairman will be. 

MR. ROBERTS: The chairman is a chief justice or a judge. 

MR. HICKMAN: Ye• but that will be up to the chairman to decide 

and his cotmnission and also there will be some travelling, I 

have serious doubts if $20,000 is enough but -

MR. ROBERTS: Any idea when they will be appointed? The Speaker 

is away but he is due back and the act says that always when the 

Speaker is not here the person actin~ as Speaker functions in 

his place. 

MR. HICKMAN: The act, as honourable members will recall, provides 

that the chief justice shall, within thirty dnys,upon rec~iving 

of a letter of request from me. That letter has been sent 

within the past - when the act was assented to the week before 

last. 
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HR. HICKMAN: So the Chief Justice has another three weeks and 

by that time Mr. Speaker will be back. I would assume that 

the Speaker will not arrive at a decision as to his appointees 

until he ·is made aware of the chairman. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well he will be doing consultation with the chairman. 

MR. HICKMAN: Right. 

MR, ROBERTS: It would be well advised. 

On 1110tion 725-01 to 725-02-02, carried. 

On motion Department of Justice carried: 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: 

MR. DOODY: I was just going to point out that this is a relatively 

small amount, it only takes up a page · in this marvellous book. I 

have nothing very exciting or interesting like electoral officers 

or what not in here. 

Page 57 - there is a vote of $27 million; $25 million of that 

is the oil refinery_project. · l will let the honourable members 

carry on, 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, this is a department which does not 

take up a lot of space in the printed estimates - a page and 

a half. But there are in it a number of fairly important and 

interesting items, some of which I guess will be dealt with under 

the various subheads but I think there are one or two general remarks 

that I would like to make; maybe some of my colleagues would wish 

to say a few words as well. 

As a very minor point but a starting point, I notice provision 

has been made for an executive assistant to the minister but I 

believe up until now at least the minister has somehow struggled 

by without an executive assistant, One,. two, three,four, five, six, 

seven, eight, nine, ten,· the gentle.nan from Harbour Grace would be 

eleven, twelve - Mr. Chairman, there is no·t a quorum in the House. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well I mean, if a quorum were called there would 

not be a quorum in the House. 
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MR.OCIBERTS: The rule says you can call a quorllDI and go out, 

Mr. Chairman, we have been through that one hundred times. You 

can go out, including the gentleman who calls tbe quorllDI -

two, four, six, eight, ten - that is enough now, a little bit 

of an audience. 

I was saying, the minister I believe has not appointed 

an exeucutive assistant up until now. 

MR. DOODY: 

previously. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

~es I had the same executive assistant as I had 

Oh Mr. Rockwell. Oby then,that is good, We know 

that now. 

The ~hings which most interest me, Mr, Chairman, at this 

stage are the fishing vessel - once again now - fishing vessel 

construction programme, I assume that is the trawler programme. 

MR. DOODY: No. 

MR. ROBERTS: Okay then, the minister may perhaps dilate somewhat 

upon that, I always understood, Mr. Chairman, that the minister 

vaa responsible for the trawler programme, by which I mean 

the $40 million worth of trawlers we heard about in The 

Throne Speech. We heard nothing about it since until the other 

day when the Premier was in Harbour Grace, 

MR. DOODY: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well the minister is blessed, ~ut I mean there is 

a $1 million subsidy programme on fishing vessel construction -

MR. DOODY: Marystown, 

MR. ROBERTS: Well that is. funny because the Marys town Shipyard 

is down below - operating loses. 

MR. DOODY: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Okay then, where is the trawler programme? 

We have been looking for months to find it. 18 that in here? Where 

is it? 

MR. DOODY: We do not have one. 

MR. ROBERTS: You do not have one. 
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MR. DOODY: We do not have one. We do not have a vote for one. 

MR. ROBERTS: You do not have a vote for one, Well the minister -

is the minister responsible for that programme,is he? 

MR. DOODY: Yes. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well he is one of the able fellows, he should have 

something like that. Maybe he could tell us a little about it 

because there has been this mass confusion in the industry, but 

there is even more confusion among the public and I confess I 

am part of the confusion. 

The only other thing, you know most of the things in here, 

Mr. Chairman,we have gone through a number of times. Perhaps we 

could say a few words about the Offshore Petroleum Industrial 

Advisory Council which has come in here. I would be interested 

to know some details of the assessment and research. 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Development Corporation 

is fairly straightf9rward. We have a bill before the House now 

which I assume will be called in due course and will be debated 

but the minister may be able to tell us a little about that or 

he may prefer to wait until the bill comes. It is really all the 

same. 

He will have a word. or two I 1tope about the subsidy progra11111e -

is this for the new? I saw the minister in the newspaper, I S£W 

a note the minister had signed for five more trawlers. 

MR. DOODY: Five Atlantic Fish t~at were ann~unced here. 

MR. ROBERTS: The other week. 

MR. DOODY: The other week. 

MR. ROBERTS: So he may tell us how much and all that sort of thing. 

MR. DOODY: Yes I will give you the full details on it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Provincial Building Limited - that is the end payment. 

There is no payment this year under that. The Newfoundland Marine 

Works, we are being asked to put $200,000 there. I do not understand 

that particularly because there are no operating loses on the 

Harystown Shipyard. 
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MR. DOODY: That is that derelict that sunk down there. "The Burgeo," 
-~ 

which had to be towed out to sea. It cost the province some 

$400,000. We recovered $200.000 in insurance. 

MR. ROBERTS: There was no appropriation-in-aid. 

MR. DOODY: No. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well who are Newfoundland Marine Works? 

MR. DOODY: That was the company that ran Maeystown at that 

time. 

MR. ROBERTS: Was that the one in which all these? 

MR.DOODY: That was Vickers and these people. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well Vickers had part but then all these fish companies 

had part, Is that that one? 

MR. DOODY: Yes, 

Mll. ROBERTS: It should be Newfoundland Marine Worka Limited. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, well that is it. I am sorry about that. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well it is not much to be sorry about. 

MR. DOODY: I did not realize that they had left tha'C out. 

That is the company. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes it is a company. Okay, that we did not know. 

MR. DOODY: I can give you some detail on that. 

MR. ROBERTS: All right, let us hear from the minister. 

MR. DOODY: Maybe I should run through these various subheads 

and give you the notes that I have here. 

MR. ROBERTS.: The Minister has some data over there and I spy 

with my little eye one or two of his officials aroun~ about, maybe 

he could -

KR. DOODY: Are they here with me? 

?om. ROBERTS: Well I see two of them gracing the Speaker's Gallery. 

The minister inherited some of the better officials in the entire 

administration. That Ls saying a great deal. 

MR. DOODY: Not very many but the quality is the thing. 

MR. ROBERTS: No but quality made up for _quantity. lie may 

say a word or two ?P.rhaps on how he is coming on on his staffing 
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MR. ROBERTS: and so forth. Well I am about to, at least at this 
-~ 

juncture, to keep quiet for a bit. I am prepared to say, thjs 

may be the kiss ·of death for him, the minister is probably the 

most able minister over there,barring none. 

MR. DOODY: Yes that might be the kiss of death. 

MR . ROBERTS: It might be the kiss of death, Well the Premier 

is gone again. I mean,so what? Well I will tell you what, 

I will make you chief electoral officer, non-partisan as you 

are. 

MR. DOODY: That is better, the last time he offered me a job 

it waa at Newfoundland Farm Products. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That was on a merit test. 

MR. NEARY: Would the honourable minister prefer that we all 

had our little say and then he could -

MR. DOODY: Maybe if I go through the notes that I have here 

you may not have to. 

MR. NEARY: I want to raise probably, Mr. Chairman, the most 

important project that will be raised under this heading, 

Industrial Development,Sir, and that is the development of 

the Lower Churchill Falls. 

Now, Sir, we have asked a number of questions in this 

session of the House about the development of the Lower Churchill. 

1a there a quorum in the House, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We have a quorum. 

HR. NEARY: Well Sir, I am glad we got the Minister of 

Finance out from under a rock, got him back in the House, because 

what I am about to say has some connection with the honourable 

Minister of Finance. I think we should spend a little time 

on this, Mr. Chairman. We got until daylight. We are going 

to sit again at 10:00 A.M. 

But this is a very, very important matter. It is probably 

the most important item that ~ill come up under the Industrial 

Development Vote - the minister's salary. Now, Sir, we have 

~654 



April 12, 1973 Tape No. 1194 NM - 10 

MR. NEARY: been told in reply to II number of questions that 

we put to the Minister of Finance and the Premier and the 

Hinist~r of Indufitrial Develop~ent about the development 

of the Lower Churchill. we have been told or the inference has 

been left that everything is going well, no problems. The 

Minister of Finance, a one man dynamic negotiating committee, 

had the situation well in hand, no problems, everything 

going off• a -few little details to be ironed out -.•1th 

Ottawa, a few little tax matters to be straightened up and 

then we will probably see the commencement of the development 

of the Lm'f!r Oturehill. 

So repeatedly,Sir,we have put questions to the administration 

to get a progresa report -on what was happening in the negotietions. 

The Kinister of Finance will get up and in his usual jocular 

way say, "Oh well everything is going fine, nothing to worry 

about," put up another smoke screen, put the minds of the 

opposition at ease, put the minds of the people of Newfoundland 

at ease, everything going along fine. 

All of a sudden today, Mr. Chairman, today we had the 

bomb drop.when Hr. Mulholland, the President of BRINCO, took 

a vicious cut at the Minister of Finance who is the spokesman 

for this administration in the negotiations that are taking 

place with BRINCO, 

Mr. Mulholland implied that things are not going very 

well. As a matter of fact, he said that if certain, at least 

I got the impression in his statement that if certain matters 

vere not straightened reasonably soon, it would not be 

economically feasible to develop the Lower Churchill. The 

cost of developing the Lower Churchill I think he said is 

escalating at the rate of six or seven per cent a year. A 

fantastic 8111ount of money every year. Sir, every year that 

the development is delayed it is going to cost another six 

or seven per cent onto the total cost of developing theLowcr 
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MR. NEARY: 

Churchill becauf!e of the increase in the cost. Mr. Mulholland 

also said that it was bec~u~e of the location of the Lower 

Churchill, it was more difficult to develop the Lower Churchill 

than it was to develop the Upper Churchill. Make no wonder, 

Mr. Chairman, we heard Mr. MacDonald yesterday in Ottawa make 

a statement that he was going to give preference to the ' uranium 

enrichment plant to the Province of Quebec or the Province of Ontario 

because they had surplus power. Newfoundland did not have any 

surplus power,he said. 

But Mr. MacDonald probably did not realize,Sir,that 

the power which we are presently exporting from the Upper 

Churchill we have a right,according to au agreement that was 

made by the previous administration, that we have a right 

to reclaim certain specific reserves or surpluses. But it 

only goes to show, Mr. Chairman, both Mr. Mulholland'& 

statement and Mr. MacDonald's statement show beyond any doubt 

Sir, what I feared for a long time, that this present government 

has neither shown BRINCO nor shown the Government of Canada 

that they intend to do something about the potential on the 

Lower Churchill. 

Of course, Mr. Chairman, they have done what any red 

blooded Newfoundlander would do, they have boasted about the 

potential of the Lower Churchill. "We have the raw material," 

this is what they have been saying. Anybody can say that. There 

it is, it is there, the potential is there. ·.niat they have 

failed to do,Mr. Chairman,in my opinion they have failed to 

demonstrate to either the Government of Canada or to BRINCO 

that their intentions to develop this Lower Churchill were 

honourable. They have not done anything about it. They have not 

shown any concrete evidence that the Lower Churchill is going 

to be dt'V<"lopcd,.mtl w,, ,ire 111 ely to lose that uranium enrichment 

plant, Sir. It will KO over to Quebec or Ontario. 
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MR. NEARY: So tonight,Sir, without be~abouring the point because 

I think the ad1,1in:f.~ration has gotten the message from what I 

said. Mr. Mulholland confirmed today, after he left a Board 

of Directors meeting of BRINCO, Mr. Mulholland is President of 

the Board of Directors, after he left the meeting he was 

interviewed by the press or he made a press release condemning 

the Minister of Finance. Now why was he condemning the Minister 

of Finance? 

Mr. Chairman, he was condemning the Minister of Finance because 

the Minister of Finance,who is speaking for the government in 

this matter, is inflexible on certain concessions that BRINCO 

want. The Minister of Finance has said they are not nerotiable 

When did he say it, Mr. Chairman? He said it in his Bud~et 

Speech only a week or ten days ago. 

Here is what he said, Sir, "While it would not be possible 

or desirable for me to outline all of the conditions suggested 

by the Government, since negotiations are still proceeding, there 

are several conditions," the minister said, "Which I can state 

the Province regards as non-negotiable. The Province," he said, 

"Will not gran~ any exemption from the provincial sales tax nor 

from the gasoline tax with respect to this Project. The Province 

will not rebate any income tax to the developer •ither with 

respect to federal corporation income tax returned to the province 

under the Public Utilities Income Tax Transfer Act or with 

respect to provincial income tax or otherwise. " 

This great Minister of Finance that we have in this 

province, this ~reat negotiator, the diplomat, goes on and says, 

"The Province also insists that there must be constructed as 

a part of the capital cost of the development of the Gull Island 

site a transmission line from Gull Island to Happy Valley-Goose Bay 

area." Well I have no doubt that BRINCO would do that, Sir. They 

do not have to be bullied into that. 

The point I am making, Mr. Chairman, is this particular 
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MR. NEARY: honourabl'e gentleman, ever since the administr4tion 

took office, has been hostile to outside industrialists and 

puainessmen coming into this province. I have been saying 

that outside of this House, Sir, repeatedly. The minister 

is not a good negotiator. He should not be acting on behalf 

of the province on this important matter. 

I would like to see the Minister of Industrial Development 

take over these negotiations. The honourable the Premier 

went over to England recently to crack a bottle of champagne 

on the "Frank D. Moores," and wind up the negotiations 'k"ith 

ECGD on the second oil refinery. He did not take the Minuter 

of Finance. He left him home. He did not take any lawyers. 

as a matter of fact. He -took all_ laymen, like the Minister 

of Industrial Development, non-lawyers. If he took the 

lawyers over there, Sir, he would be over there yet. We would never 

hava a second oil refinery, no more than we will get this developaent 

on the Lower Churchill if we leave it in the hands of the Mini• ter 

of Finance. Sir, it is too important a matter for this province 

to have the Minister of Finance try to bully around, be•t to their 

knees a big corporation like BRINCO. 

I know the government have to get the beat deal they can for 

this province, Sir, but you cannot dig your heels in. You cannot 

do it, Mr. Chairman. You have to be flexible. Here you have 

a minister off negotiating with BRINCO and coming out in his 

Budget Speech and telling the whole world,including BRINCO, 

"I am inflexible." He is saying, "Sure we will sit down around 

the table, sure, let us have a few cocktails, but I am inflexible, 

I am not moving." 

That is not negotiating in good faith, Sir. I do not 

blame the President of BRINCO for coming out and tearin~ into 

the Hini• ter of Ftn,mce. We need thnt pro_1ect, Sir, and we 

need 1t badly. 
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Sir, I say tonight in this llouBe.in all sinct"rity, 

thnt our provinc t:11 government Rhould ~et on the hall rir,ht now, 

~et off their rear ends anrl get on the ball, show some courap,e, 

show a little fight and determination, show the peoplt" of this 

province that they are interested in their welfare and that they 

are p,oing to provide good government, good leadership in this 

province. That is why I am up here making this emotional appeal 

tonight, Sir. Obviously BRINCO is not going to do it, the ~inister 

Night 

of Finance is not going to ne~otiate. He is speaking for the province 

so I say to the goverranent; get on the ball right now and do what 

l su~gested in this honourable House about ten days ago. Develop 

the Lower Churchill as a provincial project and the heck with 

BRINCO. 

If we go ahead, Sir, and develop it as a provincial 

project, we will be beholden to nobody. We will not have to 

worry about saleB tu, gasoline tax or any of the other things that 

the honourable Minister of Finance had in his budget speech. What 

is more ir.lportant, ~r. Chairman, is that if we develop it as a 

provincial project, we will not be scurrying around the world ten 

or fifteen or twenty years from now looking for the millions or 

the billions that are necessary to buy it back from private 

enterprise. Ontario had that experien~e several decades ago, when 

Sir Adam Beck I think it "Was shAped up the Ontario Hydro as a 

provincial corporation. They took over all the production of 

electricity in the Province of Ontario aR well a~ the Province of 

Oucbec, Sir. Herc we qre do....n here todny in poor,little,old 

~ewfoundland exportin~ power up to Ouebec. 

}•r. MacDonald, the Federal ~inis ter of F.ner,ty, I think it 

is, coming out any sayinp:; "No we are not p:oing to put the uranium 

enrichrnent plant down in Labrador or down in Newfoundland the source 

of the power, we are likely to i;iv~ it to Quebec." So they can use 

our power, Sir, to operate that uranium enr1chment plant, Phen the 

~inister of Ftnnnce knows full well th~t "WP can rrclaim reRerve 
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power here in Newfoundland. The minister knows that. He is going 

to make a little note .~ so that he will remember it. I will 

ret'lind him of it when·· he ~ets up on his feet. The surplus pot,rer 

belongs to this province and we can reclaim reserves and use them 

here in Newfoundland. 

I think somebody stated in the House today that the 
~·· . 

(I think it.was the member for Labrador North) most obvious.place 

to put the uranitun enrichment plant is right in between the Lower 

Churchill and the Upper Churchill, because you need more than one 

source of power. Then you can have the power coming from both ends . 

Who ever made that statement, it is a very coll'IDlon-sense, a very 

sound idea. 

Night 

We have two alternatives before us. Let the negotiations 

remain stalled, the Minister of Finance and BRINCO taking a stand 

off attitude, the next thing, they will be just dropping one another 

a memo, they will not be speaking on the phone. That is the 

impression Mr. Mulholland left today. We can follow that route or ~e 

can negotiate in good faith, we can try to get agreement and get 

the Lower Churchill started this year, which is most unlikely, 

highly improbable, Sir. The present attitude of the ~inieter of 

Finance and BRINCO'S attitude toward him, it is very unlikely that 

this is going to happen. I am afraid, Mr. Chairman, that we do not 

have any choice but to take the second route and that is to develop 

the Lower Churchill ourselves. 

If the Minister of Fipance is so worried about his sales 

tax and his gasoline tax, his income tax and his transmi,eion lines 

to Goose Bay, we will do it ourselves. We will,eep• the money home. 

Mr. Chairman, if we can get money for everythinp, else in this 

province, if the minister can get a couple of hundred million dollars 

for the linerboard mill out in Stephenville,added to the direct debt 

of the province,we can get eighty or ninety million dollars for 

Come by Chance, we can ret twelvf'. ot fifteen million dollars for 
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E.P.A., buy new .1ets, set our own airlines, we- can p;et money to 

put up a new provincial buildinr, in _this provincr. The Premier 

has been out boasting about the fact that we are p;oinp; to abandon 

this Rouse of Assembly, Two or three years from n"w, Sir, we may 

not even be on the floor of this House, we will be out in a new 

building somewhere. No, we are not going to expand the old 

building, go to a new one. We can get money for everything in this 

province, Mr. Chairman, everything. 

I do not suppose the Minister of Finance will have the 

gall to stand up and tell me that we cannot raise the money to 

develop the Lower Churchill ourselves. 

AN HON. r-fE?--'BER: How much would it cost? 

MR. NEARY: How much would it cost? I do not know, a couple or 

three hundred million dollars. 

AN HON. MFJ-l'BER: Five or six. 

't-fR. NEARY: Get out of here, five or six! How much did it cost 

to build the Upper Churchill? 

MR. W.N.ROWE: A billion. 

MR. NEARY: It cost a billion? All right, five or six hundred 

million. What is that tacked on to the provincial debt for the 

returns t_hat we will get-? 

The minister talked about the previous administration 

hankruptinp; the province. He has gone all over the world, put us 

up now to about one billion two hundred million, over a billion, 

another four or five hundred million are not going to make any 

difference. Look at the benefits that we get for this province and 

the employment opportunities that we so badly need, Sir. 

~r. Chairman, I will bet you today that you can go 

anywhere in this province, anywhere, and talk to ~en who are 

unemployed and ask them; "What would you like to see happen in this 

province?" They would say; ''I would like to see the Lower Churchill 

Falls developr,ient start." It is the only hope they have for a job, 

Sir, the only hope they h~ve. 
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I hope that the administration will forget about dwelling 

on the past every time they get down. on the eight floor in the 

cabinet room. "Let us see if we can find a precedent for this. Yea, 

we have one, they had four executiv~ assistants we can appoint 

sixteen. They did this, we can do it better, 1110re expensively, 

more costly to the taxpayers." What ever it is; "Did the previous 

administration do it? Yes. Okay, good, that is it, we can do 

Night 

it.•· Now, do not,forget that, Sir, get down there around that table 

and start looking to the future and start doing things in the 

interest of the people of this province. I would suggest they start 

with the Lower Churchill, a good opportunity for the administration 

to fulfill one of the promises that they made in two general 

elections in this province. Cet off their backsides, get out and 

get this thing going and do not come into the House giving us excuses, 

putting up smoke screens and telling us that everything is going well 

with BRINCO when it is not going well. We were told that today by 

Mr • Mulholland. 

I must say, Mr. Chairman, I got the shock of my life 

when I turned on the television news this evening after we left this 

House, when I was trying to grab a bite to eat to rush back here. I 

saw ~r. ~ulholland's picture on there and he was tearing into the 

Minister of Finance who had already driven one industrialist out of 

this province and would have had the second one gone but for the 

Premier. That was a mistake, Sir, that was the bigFest blunder that 

that administration ever made, taking over that linerboard mill. They 

should have kept the owner on the hook. It would have started up ••• 

~. CROSBIE: On what hook? 

T-m. NEAFY: It would not have cost as much as it is going to cost 

the taxpayers right now, $220,000,000. We would have gotten it 

started up for about $140,000,000. I could tell the honourable 

~finister of Finance a few stories about the linerboard mill. He 

do~s not ~now it all. When w~ p,ct into nnother dehate, mayhe in the 
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Budget Speech, ~r. Chairman, I will have a go at the-Minister of 

Finance about that because that was a blunder. He talked the 

Premier into it and talked his colleagues into it. They will 

never forgive him for it. He can come into this House and put on 

all the displays of debating that he wants but he will never get 

forgiveness for the damage that he has done this province. Mr. 

Chairman, it does not take lonr. for word to get around the 

international world thnt you have a Minister of Finance and an 

administration that are hostile t~ward outside developers coming 

into this province, If the Premier is listening to me,I appeal to 

him now to change that attitude,in the best interests of this 

province,otherwise, Mr-. Chairman, we are doomed. 

I hope, Sir, with my little emo.tional speech tonight, I 

have knocked a bit of sense into the heads of some of that crowd 

over there. Let us get on and do the business of this province. 

~- CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, we have all become somewhat emotional 

listening to the emotional appeal of the honourable gentleman 

opposite which of course was as sensible as appeals usually are. 

there is one thing that I am hostile to, Mr. Chairman, it is any 

deal that is not in the best interest of this province. These are 

the kinds of deals that I am hostile to, these are the kinds of 

deals that this 1overnment are hostile to, which was not true in 

the past. 

This is a serious subject so I will try to deal wi~h it 

seriously. 

MP .• NEARY: 

'1-'P.. CPOSBIF.: 

That is right, it is a serious matter. 

It :f.s a serious subject, treated very seriously by 

the honourable r,entleman from Bell Island. I li~tened to every 

word. First the position on the uranium enrichment plant because 

the honourable gentleman has that all mixed up as he always does 

in his own ini~itable style. The position on the uranium 

N11l,ht 

If 

enrichment plant is this, that BRINCO are still doin~ a feasibility 

study as to whether or not they should establish or ~et involved 
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with a uranium enrichment plant at all. They are still doin~ 

that study. They have _a~team workin~ on that. They cannot get 

involved in the uranium enrichment plant unless the r.overnment of 

Canada agree. to support it, because they cannot get necessary data 

and information on the process for a uranium enrichment plant 

without the support of the Government of Canada. The Government 

of Canada,so far as I know, unless it has changed recently, has 

not indicated that they want a uranium enrichment plant in 

Canada or that they will cooperate with anyone or give them their 

consent to do it. 

It may be that there will never be an uranium enrichment 

plant in Canada. The problem of the location of an uranium enrichment 

plant is not; .';Have you the power available?" Of course,you have to 

have power. It is going to require a couple of million horsepower 

or a million and a-half. Whatever 1t is, it is a huge amount. That 

is not the essential question. The essential question is as was 

said earlier today, it must be in a location where it is assured of 

power every minute. It cannot be down for an hour, it certainly 

cannot be down for a day, therefore, it must always have power and 

it must be in a place where there is no danger that if it has two 

transmission lines coming to it that they will both be down at the 

same time or that anything will happen to stop the flow of power to 

the uranium enrichment plant. Therefore, it may be as ~r. MacDonald 

suggests, that it might be found that Labrador is not the place for 

it because it is on the end of th~ grid. It may be that the only 

location for it is in the very heavily populated area which has power 

coming to it from four, five or six different directions, so that if 

several power lines are doim there is still power to go to that 

plant. 

That mBy be, but there has been no decision made on that 

by BRUTCO or nnyone elRe hrcau11e they do not even know whether 

there is golnP, to hf' An uranium enrichment plant. One thin~ you 

can he sure of,as lonp, as this administration is in power, is that 
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there will be no uranium enrichment plant usinp. power from the · 

Lower Churchill unless the plant is in this province or unless 

wear~ p.ettinp. such a terrific price for it that it more than 

makes up for not being in the province. 

As far as the Lower Churchill is concerned,the position 

is this; when the Upper Churchill was negotiated, there was one 

negotiator,that F:reat negotiator in the sky, ~r. Smallwood. He 

did not bother with experts, he did not bother with support · 

staff, he did it himself and-

AN HON. f-'ENBER: And look what we ~ot out of it. 

MR. CR0SBIE: And loo!--: what we got out of it is right. We have 

Night 

gotten very little out of it. Who has benefited from the Upper 

Churchill? The Province of Ouebec. The Province of Quebec is going 

to get power from the Upper Churchill. The honourable gentleman 

talks about our power reserve from the ·Upper Churchill. The only 

power we have the right to recall from the Upper Churchill is 350,000 

horsepower out of the 5,600,000 horsepower. That is the only power 

we have. 350,000 horsepower. Partly it was because the terms were 

so bad, partly because it was a new pro_ject in the middle of Labrador 

a number of years a~o, a large number of uncertainties and so on. 

Perhaps that was part of the reason and perhaps those terms had to 

be a~recd but Newfoundland is receiving from it relatively little. 

We will p;et some revenue from 1.t, five, six or eir,ht million dollars, 

eventually it ml~ht io up to eiiht million dollars a year hut they 

are inflated dollnrs. 

Every year that goes by with inflation decreases the 

value of those dollars. Fifty cents a horsepower. What is the good 

of fifty cents a horsepower? Fifty cents a horsepower might have 

been - the fifty cents that was agreed in 1966, today is.worth what 

with the inflation we have had? That fifty cents is worth about 

twenty cents. The revenue we are going to ~et from the Upper Chruchill 

is very limited. They paid no S.S.A. tax, they paid no gasoline tax, 

the corporation tax they p3y to the rsovernment of Canada, ninety 
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percent of it is rebated to Newfoundland and we are rebating half of 

it to Churchill Falls s~that th~y can decrease what they are 

charging for power to Quebec-Hydro. The whole advantage of that 

went to Quebec. Now Quebec is going to get power from the Upper 

Churchill at a price 1ust in excess of three mils per horsepower 

for the next forty-odd years. The cost of power everywhere else 

has gone up since. In Newfoundland the average coat of power is 

eight, nine or ten mils. In Quebec now the cost of power has gone 

up enough, but for the next forty years they will have power going 

to them from the Up·per Churchill at three mils,which they are going 

to be able to sell to attract industry to Quebec and sell it to 

them for six mils, seven mils and eight mils. Quebec has the whole 

benefit of the Upper Churchill. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

~- CROSBIE: Yes and they are exporting power from Quebec for 

eighteen mils. Quebec got a wonderful deal out of it. 

What about the Lower Churchill? It so happens that 

this province is lucky.Mr. Chairman, the Smallwood Administration 

went out of office without having signed a lease with BRINCO on the 

Lower Churchill. BRINCO had not signed the lease with the Smallwood 

Administration so we were still in a position to do something about 

this. The position is that the Premier appointed a co111111ittee of 

which I am the chairman,(the Minister of Industrial Development is 

a member, the minister who looked after Labrador Affairs, Mr. Rousseau 

is a mecber and the ?1inister of }fines and Enerr,y is a member) to 

negotiate this with Churchill Falls and BRINCO. We,of c~urse, keep 

in touch with the Premier so that he knows what is going on at every 

step of the way. 

For the last six or eight months, we have held numerous 

discussions with the Churchill Falls Corporation~ We are not acting 

on our own, it is not just us four ministers, we have support staff 

that we are usin~. We have the staff of the Power Col'Tfflission doin!? 

~66G 



April 12. 1973, Tape 1195, Pa~e 9 -- apb 

very valuable worl·. Very fine people. We have staf.f from the 

Department of Finance, Pr. Avery in particular, Mr. Wilf Garland 

from the Power Commission, !~r. r.eorp,e Hobbs nnd Mr. WC1lly Reid. 

Night 

These arc the people advisinr. us. We have exchanr.e'd infonnntion with 

the Churchill .Falls Company. 

Why are we dealing with Churchill Falls? Why are we 

dealing with this company? Because the Liberal Administration gave 

them the rir,ht to develop the power. They have the right under the 

present legislation and agreement until 1982 or 1985, I am not sure 

which it is, to develop the remaining water power on the Churchill 

River. They have the right to develop it but they have to receive 

a lease from us to do that. We are dealing with them because they 

were given certain rirhts by the Legislature of this Province and 

the past administration and it would be improper not to deal with 

them. Therefore, we are dealing with them but we have made it very 

plain to them, ~r.. Chairman, that we expect a vastly improved 

arranrement over the Upper Churchill. It is now a proven fact that 

you can have power from Labrador. It is proven that you cnn go 

lon~ distance transmission. There is no longer the risk involved 

and 1t is not going to be as difficult to attract money to invest in 

it and all the rest of it. This province cannot afford another deal 

like the one that was entered into on the Upper Churchill. 

We have told the Churchill Falls Company the conditions 

under which we think we would he preparerl to si~n a lease, of· t,,•hic·h 

four are mentioned in the budget speech. Those four are not negotiable. 

That is correct, notne~otiahle. The pro1ect will not be done by the 

Churchill Fnll s Company unlef!s these four terms and conditions are 

included. Not nernti~ble m~anR non-negotiable. That is one hundred 

per cent correct. If the Churchill Falls Company does this project, 

it will be under these four conditions and others that are nerotiable. 

These four are not. They are"non" not ne~otiable. That means they 

cannot nerotiate, they cannot wear us down, they cannot change our 

minds. The pro_1ect is just not worth it to this province if we have 
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to change these four conditions. 

What are they? We are p,oinr, to have the sales tax paid 

during construction, S32 million over five years.if they do the 

project. $32 million altogether, that is including _the gasoline 

tax. There will be no exemption of the gasoline tax. That is 

our policy now. They had to accept it on the second oil refinery. 

If any private corporation do the Lower Churchill, it has to 

Night 

accept that we must be paid the sales tax, we must be paid the 

gasoline tax. We cannot afford the loss of revenue that we suffered, 

particularly last year, in tax equalization as a result of these 

being tax free. These are two points. 

The third point, there must be a transmission line from 

the lower Churchill, from Gull Island to Goose Bay. That is not 

negotiable. I do not believe· the member for Labrador North wants 

that to be negotiated. What is the point of having power developed 

at C.ull Island if we cannot put some power down to the Goose Bay 

Arear What did Mr. ~lholland say today about that? I have what he 

said today here. I am not going by inaccurate reports of what he 

said on the T.V. Hr. Mulholland said; "I will pass over the minister's 

second point for a moment and deal briefly with the third element, 

the provision of a transmission line from Gull Island to the Happy 

Valley-Goose Bay Area. I share with the government the view that it 

is of fundamental importance to ensure that Labrador itself receives 

adequate power from the Churchill River development, wherever it is 

economically feasible to provide it." Then he said: " If it proves 

economicallv feasible, we believe that a line should be built from the 

Gull Island site to the Happy Valley-Goose Bay Area and we are riviill!: 

this matter the fullest consideration." That is what Mr. ?-'ulholland 

said. 

We say: "~1r. Mulholland, it does not matter.whether you 

are r,ivinp: it the- full<>Rt conaiderntion or you are not rivin~ it the 

fullest consideration. Tt <loes not matter whether it is economically ,, 
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. feasibile or not economically f!!nsfhle, there will be no l.ower 

Churchill project done by you if there is not a trans1'1ission line 

from Gull Island to the f;oose Bay Area." That is our position and 

I do not think the gentleman from Labrador North would want us to 

change that. 

Mr. Mulholland said that he was giving it the fullest 

consideration. "We have always taken the view," He said; "that 

Labrador Customers,present and potential, should receive the power 

they require at the lowest possible cost to the customer and our 

planning is carried out with this in mind." Well I could say a lot 

on that. That is a new view but it is not true on the Upper Churchill. 

On the lipper Churchill we are payin11: for our recaptured power exactly 

what Quebec pays, despite the fact that it is developed in Chruchill 

Falls and it has to go a couple of hundred miles to the border. We 

pay for that power the same price as Quebec-Hydro hae to pay. , Anyway, 

let that pass for now. That is what he said about the transmission 

line from Gull Island to the Happy Valley-Goose Bay Area. 

The final point that the Budget Speech states is non-ne11:otiable 

is the corporation tax. Now I ask the honourable members of this House, 

why should BRINCO or Churchill Falls alone, of all the Canadian 

Corporations, not be required to pay the corporation ta,c? Why should 

they get a rebate on the corporation tax? BRINCO or Churchill Falls 

pays the corporation tax, (I think the rate now _ is forty-nine percent) 

to the r.overnrnent of Canada of which we get thirteen percent. Thirteen 

is ours, it comes to the province, _our own, the rest is the federal 

government's. The fe,:eral governT'lent a11:reed, under the Public Utilities 

Transfer Tax Act, to rebate ninety-five percent of the corporation tax 

from privately owned electrical utilities back to the provinces. On 

the Upper Churchill ninety-five percent is poing to come back to us 

and the last administration ar,reed to rebate half of that for BRINCO or 

Churchill to reduce t~e price to Ouehec-Hydro by that amount. 

We say that on the Lower Churchill we are not ~oinr, to 

rebate any income tax to BRINCO or to Churchill Falls or the company 
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that does it. We are going to get ninety-five percent of the 

corporation true that the federal government gets from them back 
- ~ 

here in Newfoundland and we are goin~ to keep it here in Newfoundland 

and spend it for the services,for the people of Newfoundland, all 

the services that we need. We cannot afford and there is no need 

for us to pass on half of that to BRINCO. They are going to be 

taxed no more and no less than any other Canadian corporation, 

that is all. 

On th~ Upper Churchill having the special concession; 

They are getting half their tax back but on the Lower Churchill, if 

is is done by BRINCO or their subsidary, they will not get any rebate 

back. There is nowhere in ~r. Mulholland's remarks, his statement, 

saying that it is not economically feasible for them to do the Lower 

Churchill under those four conditions. Nowhere in his remarks is 

that stated. He tries to give the impression without stating it, 

because it is economically feasible ••• 

MR. NEARY: He did state it on the radio. 

MR. CROSBIE: If he did state it on the radio, fine. If that is 

his opinion, it is not correct. Our own experts have been all over 

the figures with them and they are quite satisfied and we are quite 

satisfied that Churchill Falls, BRINCO or some other private 

corporation can do it under these conditions and still ~ake a very 

handsome return for their investors. If Churchill Falls, if BRINCO 

feels it is not economically feasible to do it with those four 

conditions, they just have to indicate that to us. They have not 

done it yet. They have not indicated to this government that they 

cannot do it. 

'MR. NEARY: I hate to interrupt the minister but there is no quorum 

in the House. This is quite an important matter, Mr. Chairman, and 

members should be in their seats to hear this. It could mean a lot 

to the future of this province 

~IR. CROSJHF.: As I say, Hr. Chair,,,an, (I do not want to draJ? this 
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on too lonp.) th~y have not indicntcd to UR thnt it ia not economi4:ally 

feasible. But RuppoRe they do indicntc it to ua, doea thnt atop 

the Lower Church 111? No, thnt will not stop the Lower Churchill. 
. 

We will either find someone else to do it or we will do it ourselves. 

Either by ourselves alone or in partnership_ 

~-- NEARY: 

them? 

~- CROSBIE: 

How long? Row long are we going to fool around with 

Well, you are saying that ~r. Mulholland is saying 

that it is not economically feasible. We will find out from him next 

week. Re will say; ''r.entlem.en, it is not economically feasible and 

we are no longer interested." We will say; "Fine gentlemen, you give 

up your rights now on the Lower Churchill, we will compensate you 

for your plans and what you have done there and we will i111J11ediately -

we have other avenues, we will proceed.'' 

MR. NEARY: 

~- CROSBIE: 

I hope we will not give it the ten year hoist. 

Do not worry about any hoist. I will be very surprised, 

Mr. Chairman, if Mr. Mulholland or BRINCO confirm to us next week that 

they are not interested in doinp; it under these four conditions, that 

it is not economically feasible. 

?-'R. NEARY: Are you still on speakin~ terms? 

AN HON. !-'E~F.R: Best of buddies. 

MR. NEARY: You got the message today through radio and television. 

"4R. CROSB If.: This is just to put a little pressure on. A negotiating 

tactic, put a little pressure on. 

AN TinN • ~~ F.P : You do not understand it. 

}!F. NEARY: I understand it. I understand it. I also understand the 

Minister of Finance. 

~- CROSBIE: Yes, and the Minister of Finance -

1-'R. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, can we have a quorum in the House, ~ir? 

Are the me~bers not interested in this topic, the development of the 

Lower Churchill? 

?-1R. CROSBIE: The Minister of Finance, ~r. Chairman, 
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and I do not believe any other members on this side are going to 

be pressured by BRINCO or by Churchill Falls or anyone else into 

dropping any conditions that we .think are essential to this province. 

I have not heard anyone yet on the other side suggest that the 

four conditions stated in the Budget Speech should be dropped. There 

is 110 need to drop them. If a private developer such as Churchill Falls 

say that they cannot do it underneath that. fine. The public can do it. 

governments can do it. 

MR. NEARY: Now you are talking my language. 

MR. CROSBIE: Right. 

HR, NEARY: I did not know the honourable member had so~ialism in his 

bones. 

MR. ROWE (W.N,): Why does not the honourable minister pile oo. a fev 

more conditions to make sur~?- We can do it in this province with our 

Power Collllllission, Pile on a few more conditions so that it does 

become economically unfeasible for BRINCO and then they will give 

up their rights and the Power Collllllission can do it. 

MR, CROSBIE: As the Budget Speech states - there are a lot of 

other conditions that have not been once mentioned in a budget speech 

that are negotiable. They should have the first opportunity to 

do it,having the rights.but if they now find it economically not 

feasible because of those four conditions,well then we know where 

we are. We hope we will have this clarified very quickly and we 

know where to proceed from there on. That is the position. We do 

not intend to engage in any public argument with Mr. Mulholland or 

anyone else. 

The Budget Speech expressed our policy, If he said today 

that BRINCO or Churchill Falls cannot do it under those four conditions, 

then we have come to the parting of the ways. If he does not mean 

that, if he means that they might find it difficult or they still 
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want to discuss it, then we know where we are. 

HR. NEARY: You are on thin ice there now eo be careful. 

MR. CROSBIE: I think I have covered the points for the honourable 

gentleman. No. I never saw the television but I see no reference 

in this transcript here of any harsh words by Mr. Mulholland. 

Naturally• Mr. Chairma~, .BRINCO or Churchill Falla want to make 

as much out of this as they can. The least onerous conditions 

they get, the more money for them. The better conditions we get, 

the more money for UA. They have had to produce to us all their 

figures on the co11Btruction costs, complete information. Our support 

staff have gone over it, analyzed it and are quite satisfied and wU.h 

the conditions we have asked, It can still be a good investment for 

BRINCO or Churchill Falla if they want to go ahead. If they do not 

want to go ahead, well I have already explained the 

MR. NEARY: Well let us not get pigheaded and sabotage the project. 

MR. WOODwARD: Mr. Chairman, I suppose,to put it very mildly, I 

am saddened by the remarks of Mr. Mulholland of BRINCO. I would 

like to remark here in this House tonight that possibly BRINCO and 

the BRINCO Organization, despite what the hon. Minister of Finance 

has said or will say to this House, possibly that corporation was 

the greatest financial corporation and developers that were ever 

brought into this province, bar none. I am thinking in terms of 

the minister saying that we can possibly develop this particular 

power resource on our own. When I think in terms of the amount of 

money that ~ebec Hydro, in connection with BRINCO, have put into 

that ~ower grid,to feed that seven million horsepower from the 

Upper Churchill into that Quebec grid - we have no potential market 

for this in our own province but will again have to sit down with 

Quebec and I am sure the honourable minister will recall the negotiations 
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that took place between this province and the Province of Quebec, 

in order to get an agreement on a right-of-way to run power to that 

•province or sell it to that province. I have a lot of admiration 

and respect for the hon. Minister of Finance in his ability as 

a minister but will he get the same sort of a deal with BRINCO, 

going to bed with the Province of Quebec, already supplying power 

to the province and then to go and turn around~when the Province of 

Quebec itaelf are now today involved in a multi-billion dollar project 

in James Bay which will possibly, when this thing is developed 

in five to seven years, be more than sufficient to feed the Eastern 

Seaboard, the markets of Quebec and possibly into Ontario for a number 

of years. I wonder what type of deal would the honourable minister 

get for the sale of this power that he intends to develop by the province and 

what marketing facilities he is going to use? Who would be in 

a position to buy that pOYer? 

There were a number of arguments, going back two to three 

years ago when we felt at one time that we could no longer negotiate 

with the Province of Quebec,about bringing the power down to the 

Straits of Belle Isle, across the Straits of Belle Isle by means 

of a submarine cable, by means of a tunnel, bringing it down into 

Port aux Basques, running it across by means of a submarine cable over 

into Nova Scotia and then down to the markets in New York and the 

Eastern Seaboard in the United States. I would like for the honourable 

minister right now to explain to this committee, if they break off · 

the negotiations (I am sure they will not) with that company, with 

BRINCO,and they go the route that the province is going to develop 

that power, how will this province or the goverDJDent overcome the 

cost,if they cannot reach some reciprocal agreement with BRINCO to 

run that power down on that grid that already exists there? In 

what competitive position will the province be if they have to construct 
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their own transmission liaes to run that power into some markets 

on the Eastern Seaboard of the United States? My gracious, 

Mr. Chairman, I doubt that before the honourable minister or 

his government think in terms of refusing BRINCO that already 

have a transmission line and a grid to feed that power down. before 

they think in terms of duplicating that cost and shipping the power 

down, which is half the amount - is it five million horsepower? 

HR. CROSBIE: If the honourable gentleman would permit me, the Lower Churchill 

cannot use the same transmission lines. Whoever does it, there have to 

be new· transmission lines. 

MR. WOODWARD: My understanding is that the power will be fed back :from 

Gull Island into the grid for the Lower Churchill and fed down the same grid. 

HR. CROSBIE: The power will have to go to Quebec. Quebec would be 

the logical buyers. It does not go over any present transmission 

lines. 

HR. WOODWARD: Yes but this is the problem, the cost of 

building that transmission line, the additional cost of just 

adding to it now. You are not building a separate transmission 

line. 

MR. CROSBIE: The cost of the Lower Churchill, BRINCO's cost 

includes these transmission lines anyway. That cost is there 

anyway whether BRINCO does it or anyone else. 

MR. WOODWARD: But what do you do when you get to the border 

at Se,,horse and when you get into Quebec? Who is going t.o 

negotiate with Quebec? 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, but that is Quebec Hydro's grid. 

HR. WOODWARD: Right. You have to go to Seahorse and then you 

have to go into the grid. How much has Quebec Hydro spent on that 

grid? 

MR. CROSBIE: It has nothing to do with it. 
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MR. WOODWARD: What do you mean it has nothing to do with BRINCO? 

MR. CROSBIE: We will sell them power. 

MR. WOODWARD: Are we not already buying power from BRINCO on the 

Upper cliurchill? They are going to divorce themselves and 

they are going to turn around to the Province of Newfoundland 

and say; 'iook, you have the power, we will no longer buy the power 

from BRINCO, we will buy the power that is produced by the 

Province of Newfoundland: Ia that what is going to happen? 

MR. CROSBIE: They will buy it from us on the Lower Churchill 

and from BRINCO on the other. 

MR. WOODWARD: No, the Province of Quebec is already tied into 

BRINCO, with pay-or-take contracts for how many years? 

MR. CROSBIE: Well they will take that and they will take the 

Lower Churchill too. That has nothing to do with it. 

MR. WOODWARD: What happens to James Bay coming on stream? What 

happens to all the money that the province is investing in that 

development? 

MR. CROSBIE: We are hoping to use it. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, I feel in all sincerity that the hon. 

Minister of Finance is leading this province up a garden path. 

MR. CROSBIE:Are you suggesting th~t we drop these conditions? 

Let us forget that transmission line to Goose, take that out, let 

us drop that, let us drop the S.S.A., the gasoline tax, drop that? 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, ~ere are a ,.umber of things in the 

negotiations that have taken place and I do not want to think in 

terms of the province having now ceased or the BRINCO Organization 

having now ceased with negotiations un the development of the 

Lower Churchill with the Province of Newfoundland. But I feel that 

there have been a number of things that the hon. Minister of Finance 
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or the Minister of Industrial Development have not disclosed 

to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador. They have been 

relatively silent, Sir, on the negotiations that have been 

taking place. TI\e thing was in the budget.I suppose which 

consequently brought about Mr. Mulholland's statement today, 

I am not saying that the Province of Newfoundland should give 

BRINCO everything that they need in their concessions, I am 

not thinking in terms of the four conditions that were laid 

down, which the honourable minister is saying are non-negotiable 

the sales tax, $32 million,and the transmission line into Happy 

Valley,which I support and I supported in the Budget Speech when 

he made his remarks. 

Mr. Chairman, I am very much afraid if we slip out from 

under the arm (this may come back some day to haunt the honourable 

minister) of that great financial corporation of BRINCO and go 

piddling around with our own resources that we have in this 

province, such as our own Power Commission, I am very much afraid 

that we are going to be a long time, a relatively long time 

waiting to see that great hydro potential on the Lower Churchill 

developed. I think the honourable minister owes it to the people 

and in particularly the people in Labrador to come out and 

explain publicly to the people what is holding up the negotiations? 

Mr. Mulholland has come out today in a statement, which 

I am sure will get more publicity tomorrow or tod~y,aa it sits 

right now, explaining to the people and in particular the people 

of Labrador, who have been looking for a number of years and 

hopefully waiting for this power development to take place and 

conse~uently other types of industry, not only is BRINCO looking 

at a hydro potential but BRINCO is looking at other industries and 

the development of other resources in Labrador. Consequently, this 
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p~~er development on the Lower Churchill will in turn be 

a focal point in other developments that are going to take 

place. Maybe when my hon. colleague from Bell Island 

states that the Minister of Industrial Development may be 

more of a diplomat or a better negotiator than the hon. Minister 

of Finance, maybe the Premier of this province should, after all 

the controversy which has taken place with the Shaheen development 

and not wanting to be derogatory towards the minister, Hr. 

Chairman, pass over the negotiations of this mighty project 

for a period of time, the cooling-off period of time,to some 

otner minister,for instance,as we feel the honourable and 

capable Minister of Industrial Development. Maybe we would in 

turn come up with a better deal. Maybe the people in the BRINCO 

Organization would be more - I would not say possibly to look 

on the honourable minister more favourably than the hon. Minister 

of Finance. The Minister of Finance has been known to use some 

very strong methods in his negotiations Mr. Chairman. 

I feel and taking into consideration the things which I have 

said, taking into consideration the marketing of power, taking 

into consideration developing ourselves and competing with 

people like BRINCO for the sale of power that is already in 

debt with the Province of Quebec, (the Province of Quebec is 

the only possible means whereby we can get that power down to 

the markets) ! think possibly the honourable Premier of this 

Province should take another look and maybe send in another 

minister to head up that negotiation team. Maybe the second doctor's 

look would possibly help considerably in this respect, Mr. Chairman. 

Perhaps now the hon. Minister ~f Finance can answer some 

of the ~uestions concerning the marketing . and the transmission facilities. 

He aaid that Mr, Mulholland did not state that they will not develop 
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or it is not economically feasible,but he left the impression 

that it was not economically feasible and he said that in the 

event that this does not happen, we will find someone else or 

do it ourselves. I hardly think, Mr. Chairman, that there is 

anyone else in Canada who have the resources, who have the means 

of obtaining financing, who have the expertise to develop a power 

project of that nature, only the BRINCO Organization. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a few more brief 

remarks in reply to what the hon. Minister of Finance said. He 

was speaking in this debate. Sir, the Minister of Finance said 

that he did not want to negotiate the terms of the agreement 

in public. But, Sir, the Minister of Finance has made the goof 

of his lifetime. He has made a big blunder, Sir. The Minister 

of Finance did negotiate and he was the one who brought the 

negotiations out in public, in his Budget Speech. Negotiations 

were going on quietly behind the scenes with BRINCO,so we were 

told in this honourable House, until we got to the Budget Speech. 

Then we saw these conditions laid down by the government that 

were non-negotiable. If that is not bringing negotiations out 

in the public, Sir, I do not know what is. Today, Mr. Mulholland 

was giviag his answer to this. The minister had flung down the 

gauntlet. He had flung these things in the face of BRINCO and 

today he got his answer in public. The minister asked for it. 

He invited this. Sir, by us here in the opposition trying to 

take the position of stressing the importance of this project 

and trying to pressure the government in getting off their fannies 

snd doing something about it, that is not weakening the position 

of the governmeat, Sir. That is not weakeninr, their negotiating 

position. Personally I do not contend for one minute that we should 
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give up anythin~ We should try and get the best deal we 

can for the province. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: I agree with that, Sir. That ia like agreeing 

with motherhood. But, Mr. Chairman, we have to negotiate in 

good faith and believe me, Sir, when I aay thia,and.thia 

is not a personal thing, it is not, Mr. Chairman, it is 

generally known in the international b11&inesa community that 

that particular minister is hostile towards outside developers. 

That is a well-known fact,Mr. Chairman, believe me it is. 

I have very good reason to believe that. The minister has dug 

his heels in as he has done so often. You cannot get rNay with 

it, Sir. You can get away with it, Sir, in the little Newfoundland 

business communities but you cannot get away with it in the 

international business worid. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: That is not my circle. I 'know because I have 

my ear to the ground. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: I can tell this administration right now (you 

can believe it if you want to) that developers, industrialists 

outside of Newfoundland who want to come in here are in deadly 

fear of that minister. 

MR. CROSBIE: Ah! 

MR. NEARY: Well he can joke about it all he llkes, Sir, but 

it is true. There are industrialists, Sir, who would 

like to come into this province right now, sit down with the 

government and negotiate in good faith and they will not do 

it as long as they have to negotiate with the Minister of Finance. 

He just does not have it, Sir, for negotiations. He may be good 
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at some things but that is one thing he is not good at. The 

sooner the Premier and the administration realize that and 

replace him. Sir, I would say the better for all concerned. 

MR. CROSBIE: Provincial Affairs. 

MR. NEARY: Oh. Provincial Affairs might be a good place to 

put the minister. Now. Sir. aa I say we are not or at least 

I am not tryinR to weaken the government's position. I am only 

trying to knock a bit of sense.into their heads. 

Mr. Chairman, I will say this to this administration 

right here tonight that two or three years from now,when a provincial 

election is called in this province, this will be the big issue. 

this will be the issue. Sir. I do not have any faith whatsoever 

in that administration, that crowd over there, getting the Lower 

Churchill off the ground - none whatsoever, Sir. I do not think they 

can do it. They do not have it in them. They do not have the 

desire to do something for this province. The Minister of 

Industrial Development may have the desire but I am talking about 

the crowd in general. They have nothing to crusade for, Sir. 

they are all so well-off, all so fat, fat cats, millionaires most 

of them, they have nothing to crusade for. Sir. They should be 

out with their sleeves rolled up and say; let us get this great 

development going. 

AN HON. MEMBER: How sweet it is. 

MR. NEARY: Ah, make all the fun you like. You will pay the price 

at the polls in the next election. Wait until the people get a 

crack at the ballot box again. 

A.~ HON. MEMBr:R: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: No Lower Churchill - just wait. I guarantee you this 

and I will say this here tonight too and the hon. Minister of Finance 
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can sit their and smirk all he likes but if that crowd over 

there do not start the Lower Churchill, Sir, we will. 

MR. CROSBIE: The honourable gentleman is really stirring me 

tonight. These words give us the strength and the courage to 

carry on, It is very comforting to know that the honourable 

gentleman is right behind us. Now the honourable gentlemen 

are being a little bit inconsistent, I have not heard them 

suggest which of these four conditions or whether we should drop 

all four conditions that Mr, Mulholland is objecting to. In 

fact I think the honourable gentleman said a few minutes ago 

that he did not think any of them should be dropped, 

MR. NEARY: No. I said negotiating is a good thing. 

MR. CROSBIE: These are not negotiable, 

_MR. NEARY: Not negotiable, 

MR. CROSBIE: Not negotiable, If the honourable gentleman wants 

to tell us which of these four he thinks we should be prepared 

to drop,that are not important, then that would be very interesting 

to listen to. 

MR. NEARY: Give me the minister's salary and l will tell him. 

MR. CROSBIE: What is the honourable gentleman doing here tonight? 

He is falling right into the trap that Mr. Mulholland set for him. 

Mr. Mulholland is well posted on what is likely to happen in the 

Newfoundland House. He knows who are likely to get up and shoot 

off their mouths and be irresponsible and start a fuss,because 

Mr, Mulholland ~ade a public statement today and hopes, you know, 

that if there is enough pressure, enough fuss made that our resolve 

might be weakened and that we might drop one or two, three or four 

of these conditions ju~t to get the project underway and stop the 

opposition criticizing, Well if thatwere Mr,Mulholland's theory 

and it has been borne out ~onight, and the hon. gentleman from Bell Island 

{682 



April 12, 1973 , Tape no. 1196 Page 12 

and the hon. gentleman from L~brador North. have fallen into 

his trap, he is making a mistake. It will not weaken our resolve 

at all. 

Now the hon. gentleman from Labrador\rth wanted 

t.o know where would (suppose we did this project and we are 

not going to say how we would do it or who we would do it 

with, we do not have to do it on our own) we sell the power. 

We would sell the oower to the same people that are going to 

buy the power from Churchill Falls or whoever, except we would 

get a better price for the province and it would all be ours. 

We would sell it to the same people. The costs would be no 

greater because we are doing it than if Churchill Falls do it. 

Those conditions would not change. 

As far as the situation with BRINCO is concerned, 

they have known about these conditions for a number of months. 

They had not told us before that they just cannot do the project. 

l do not think they have said it today either that it is 

not economically feasible to do it. They produced a wholesome 

figure to try to show that. Our analysis of figures does not 

support that. All they are doing is using a negotiating ploy 

by making a statement today and hoping that this would create 

a stir and put pressure on the government to cave in and let 

them go ahead under any conditions. Well that will not happen. 

The honourable gentleman does not need to worry about it. The 

Lower Churchill will be underway, well underway before the 

next election comes. We will not be waiting for his administration 

to start it. 

HR. HARTIN: I could have saved the honourable minister some 

breath 1 think if I had been a little quicker to my feet in 

the first instance but when I began to rise both of us spoke in the 

same breath. The points I have to raise, Sir, are very brief, perhaps 
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..,.. 
minor in comparison with the others that have been brought forth 

tonight. As far as the Lower Churchill is concerned, as I have 

stated earlier and I think I would be remiss if I did not make 

my comments known on this since it has a direct bearing on the 

future progress of my district, I think we should not bother 

to get involved with any kind of private developers whatsoever. 

l think it ts well known how I feel about that. I think we 

have the expertise. If we do not have the expertise, we can 

certainly go out and buy the expertise as well as BRINCO can 

and get on the ball and get our Power Commission and develop the 

Lower Churchiil Falls. It is not simply good enough just to go 

out and develop one source of power. If we are going to do that, 

then we may very well wind up with a lot of surplus hydro electricity 

that we cannot market. Like any other resource development, it 

has to be developed in accordance with an overall plan. 

l was saddened to hear the other day from the Minister 

of Mines and Energy that we do not even know what kind of minerals 

we have discovered under the ground. If we are roing to develop 

the Lower Churchill at all, it must be developed in accordance 

with some kind of an overall plan that is going to utilize all 

of our resources. Suffice it for me to say that I do not think 

we should even be negotiating with BRINCO, ~e should get on 

with the job ourselves. 

The development corporation, if I may move on to another 

one of the wider areas, has an unique role to play in this whole 

scheme of things in that it is the one agency I feel that can 

bring forward the overall development plan. However, it is 

also an agency which is 
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subject to a large degree of political patrona~e. We already know 

what the views of the government are on political patronage. There 

is a great deal to be looked at here to see whether or not this 

department is going to function as an agency of political patronage 

or an agency of development. 

I do not think I can add any more to the debate that has been 

gone into tonight except to say that for all of our industrial 

development programmes it is simply not enough to do a piecemeal, 

a bit in ~arystown, a bit in the Lower Churchill, a bit somewhere 

else. It has got to be done in accordance with an overall plan 

and I would like first of all to see the administration sit down 

and devise some kind of a plan before we go off helter skelter 

developing power for somebody else to make profits on. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, just briefly,the honourable member for 

Labrador South took the words right out of my mouth because when 

the honourable the Minister of Finance made his usual charge, typical 

of him, that all we were trying to do was to weaken the government's 

position,we were falling into Mr. Mulholland's trap. Well, 

Sir, the honourable minister should just think back to what I said 

when I wound up my few remarks. The ace that we have up our sleeve, 

Sir, a rabbit in the hat, is we will do it ourselves, We will say 

good-bye Mr. BRINCO! Adieu and Farewell! Nice knowing you! So long! 

It has been good to know you! We will do it ourselves! 

AN HON. MEMBER:That is not what the honourable member for Labrador 

North said. 

MR. NF.ARY: That is what I said. 

AN HON. MElfJlF.R : He says B":.INCO should do it. 

MR. NEARY: I want to make that clear to the Minister of Finance 

because it was the l~inister of Finance, as I said a few minutes 

ago. Sir, when I was speaking,that brought these negotiations out 

into the open, out in public. 

MR, DOODY: Which is the official opposition position on it? 

Should it be not advertised to the public? 

MR. NEAPY: It is a free party - free and democratic, 
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Okay. MR. D00DY: 

}'R. NEARY: Sir, we . ...Jlre developing policy right now and we will 

develop a policy on this. Do not worry. I told the House that if 

that crowd over there do not start the Churchill Falls development 

before the next provincial election that this crowd over here will. 

I make that statement categorically, Sir, and we will go arotmd this 

province and we will have something to crusade for because that is 

the difference, Mr. Chairman, between Toryism and Liberalism. It 

is becoming more obvious in this House all of the time, Sir, that we 

are interested in people. Over here we are interested in developing 

the province, creating jobs so our people will not have to go up 

to Ontario and find work. That crowd over there are o~ly interested 

in the few, looking after their buddies, political buddies and friends. 

AN HON. MEMBER· Rubbish. 

MR. NEARY: It is not rubbish. It is true. Take a look at the salaries. 

Has any member on the government side taken the trouble to 

go through the salary estimates for 1973-1974? They have. The 

honourable Minister of Justice, jf he did he would go out and 

resign, he would be ashamed of himself. The poor people in this 

province with not enough food to put on their tables. Take a 

look at some of the salaries in here. Take a look at the cost of 

I'llnning the Premier's office. Is that all they are interested in, 

restructuring to create jobs for their buddies? That is the difference 

between Liberalism and Toryism, Sir. We are interestl'd in people. 

AN HON. MEMBER· It is not much to run the minister's office of 

this particular department for a fiscal year. 

MR. NEAFY: No I realize that. The honourable the Minister of 

Industrial Development is a misfit. Square-pegged he is,over there 

with that crowd -

~- CHAIRY.AN: Order, please! That was unparliamentary and I 

ask the honourahle rrember to withdraw it,please. 

}fl!. NEARY: Inaudihle. 

}'R. CHATRMA~1 • ·~•tsfit",that is unparEarrentary. 

MR. NEARY: Oh no it is not, Mr. Chairman. 
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}'IR, CHAIP!!A~: It is. 

MR. NF.ARY: ~r. Chairman, it is not- unparliamentary. Show me 

where it is listed here. The honourahle the ?finister of Industrial 

-Deyelopment is a misfit with that crowd over there, Sir, he is only 

a poor man with a crowd of millionaires. Now, Hr. Chairman, what 

is wrong with that? 

HR. CHAIP".\N· If the honourable gentleman will permit: Maybe I 

did not hear correctly hut I understood him to say that the honourable 

gentleman was a misfit. 

MR.NF.ARY~ No. 

'MR. CHAIRl'AN: And a misfit is an idot. Is that what the gentleman 

said? If it is not what he said then I will withdraw it. 

MR. NF.AJ>Y: 1hank yo1J, 1-fr. Chairman, it is the first time that I 

have ~otten the Chairman to withdr~. Mr. Chairman, the honourable 

minister is far frOl'l an idot, Sir, far from an idot. If Your Honour 

had given me a chance to finish the sentence -

MR. CHAIR.~AN: I will apologize for a misunderstood statement. 

MR. MF..ARY: Oh, God bless you, Sir~ at least we are getting a 

little democracy back in the House, You should have been in the 

House all week. Sir. But, Mr. Chairman, the honourable Minister 

of Industrial Development has a lot of common sense. I have known 

him for a long time, Sir. Charlie Devine, Paul Fardy, Ray Gallager, 

Basil Pickey , I was in with that crowd, Sir, 

MR. DOODY: You saw the lip,ht. 

Yes, I saw the li~ht. I remember when the honourable 

minister had a little hit of the socialism in his veins. 

!-'R. 000DY : 

1'!R. !-rf_ ~-PY : 

It is still there creeping around. 

It is still there, well. Sir , he will never bring it 

out with that crowd over there - capitalists. 

MR. DOOPY· I would take over the Lower Churchill myself. 

~- NF.AFY: P.ut anyway, Sir, look I want to wind this thin~ uy, 

because I think I have made all my points. Now that the ~inister 

of Finance is back in his sPat I want to re-emphaize what I said. 

Sir, Ro thnt hf' will hP ahl~ to p,o to BPtNC.<l. the flintster of 
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Finance will be able to call up Mr. Mulholland on ·the phone(and I 

did not have one toni~ht by the way) call up Mr. Mulholland on the 

phone tomorrow and say ,"Mr. Mulholland, you mean what you said in 

your statement? 'Yes' or 'no1 or 'we can negotiate.' Well, Sir, d:f.d 

you say if we would not negotiate these terms, these conditions 

that the project would not be economically feasible?" He would 

say yes or no. Well he might say,"John,let us get together and 

talk ahout it." 

But what the Minister of Finance should say is this, 11 Hr. 

Mulholland -

AN HON. MF.MBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: ~o "Mr. Mulholland",not I. No,I am like all the rest 

of the Newfoundlanders, I call him, ''Mr." and tip my hat to him. 

They call me," Steve": They call the honourable minister "Bill," 

but to the honourable the Minister of Finance you tip your hat and 

say Good day! Sir. Yes, Sir~ No, Sir~ Kiss your feet, Sir\ Yes, 

Sirl 

Mr. Chairman, seriously -

AN HON. ~F.R'. Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, I would not mind giving it a hoot. 

AN HON. l-!F.M'BER: Where? 

~. NEARY· For what the minister is doing to this province and 

he has been stringing us along in this House all session telling 

us that everything is going fine. What he should say to HR. 

~ulholland and Mr. BRINCO, "Gentlemen"(I do not know if there are 

any ladies on the botrd of directors) "Gentlemen, here is our position. 

We are prepared to negotiate in good faith." Some of these conditions 

that the minister laid down. I cannot see how he can be firm on them. 

Some of them can be ne~otiated. It is not rubbish. Some of them can 

be negotiated, ~ir. We do not have to sell out. We do not have to 

give away everything. 

AN PON. ~fr.'1BF.R: Tnaudihle. 
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f-'R. NEARY· Mr. Chairman, this is a real bugaboo with the 

minister.what we did the last time. Sir, if the minister had 
~ 

stayed over here or stayed with the previous administration,we 

would not p,et one thing done in this province, not a thing. 

MR. CROSBIE: Get John C. to do it. 

1-IR. NF.ARY: Oh! He drove John C. out but he is not dealing with 

John C. now when he is dealing with RRINCO. The honourable minister 

will soon find out he is not dealing with John C. now. He crucified 

John C. and assassinated his character -

MR. CROSBIF.: Holding his hand. 

MR. NEARY : He will not do it with BRINCO or Mr. Mulholland. 

The honourable minister will go down the drain first. 

fo'R. CROS!IF.: I hear you are going to Panama for Easter. 

?-'R. NF.ARY: Ah, never mindt 

MR. CROSRIF.: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: The minister thinks this is f1.mny but what he should say 

should say is;"Ok.ay! We will sit down and negotiate in good faith." Let 

us forget this negotiating in public. I am sorry and I brought this 

matter out in the public in my budget speech, chat it was a threat. 

That is not the only threat in the budget speech. There are others 

that we have heard so much about this session. Look,let us 

negotiate in ~ood faith and let us set a critical path to -

MR. CROSBIF, 

Island. 

We will ~et th~ honourable member to walk to Bell 

fo'R. NF.ARY: 1h, come off it! 

MR. CPOSBIF. · That would be critical enough. 

f-'R. ~EAPY: To get this development goin~ in the Lower Churchill, 

it is not; Mr. ~ulholland, good bye! So long: God Bless! Nice 

knowing you! ~e will do it ourselves! 

On motion 1501-01 carried. 

On motion 1501-02-03 through 1502-02-08 carried. 

Shall 1503-03 carry? 

P-IR. oocmv : 1503-03 - Assessmen~ and Pesearch - Maybe the best way 
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to explain that one would be to give a breakdown on last 

year's $220,000, lt might help to demonstrate the type of thing 

that it is used for. The assessment and research, provision is 

made in thi_s vote for the expenses incurred by goven1ment in 
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undertating special studies and utilizing outside consultants in 

connection with major industrial projects requiring assessment and 

research of a highly technical or complicated nature. Provision 

has also been made for funds to enable the department to cost-share 

with private enterpreneurs in the case of exceptional merit. 

Certain development costs of worthwhile projects,this includes 

such things as feasibility studies and market testing of new 

products, Last year that $220,000, there was $176,000 paid out 

to Camm Ure Associates.which is broken down as the $15,000 for 

a three month extension of their contract at $5,000 a month. 
,_ .. -

There was $114,000 paid to them for various DREE applications which·. 

they did. I have a list of them here, if they are of any interest to 

the committee. There are travelling expenses of $13,000 and there is 

a $33,000 amount for a feasibility study they did for the previous 

government on a proposed expansion to the existing Marystown Shipyard 

facility. 

MR. NF.ARY: Camm Ure Limited. 

MR. DOODY: Camm Ure Associates. There was an amount for T.A. 

McLoughlan Associates which was broken down, $48,000 which is 

broken down for a three months extension of their contract of 

$10,000 a month for April, May and June. There are expenses which 

include travelling, ~ommunication costs, printing costs incurred by 

the firm for $8,000. There is Sl0,000 amount in there for 

a technical system. Thiscovers payments for an audio-visual slide 

presentation programme pre_sentation of Newfoundland ,to be placed 

at the department's disposal nn<l to he availahle for one year in 

trndr nfflc-l'i.OtC' thro11r,ho11t thr ~oriel. Thnt 111 thr l'IDrt of thing 

thnt f.ror~)"' 'lcl.1•11n !l'I doln,: thlH yf"ar. 

/\~I 1''1f'.. ~'F'IHFR · Tnautl 1 h 1 ... -- - --- . _ _, _ 

~-rn . nnnnv : This is a one Rhot effort for ~10,000. It is 
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available for distribution throughout the world if we want to make 

copies of it, but we owrt it. 

AN HON, ?AE!-l''Rf.P.: Inaudible. 

MR, DOODY: Well at $10,000 you could well afford to make copies 

of it. 

MR. ROBERTS· Right. 

MR. DOOOY: But it does not cost very much to run copies off once the 

visual thing is done. 

MR. ROBERTS: So you will not be paying $10,000. 

MR. DOODY: But anyway Mr. McLoughlan's contract expired on March 31 

and it has heen decided not to renew ~t. It may be necessary to get 

another slide presentation done. The one that is there now is kind 

of partisan, it has pictures of the previous Premier applauding the 

various accomplishments.which may not be a bad thing, I do not know. 

MR. ROBERTS~ 

work? 

Is it envisaged to hire firms who d~ the same kind of 

MR. DOODY: !!ot McLoughlan, no. 

MR. ROBP.RTS: What ahout the Camm Ure Firm? 

MR. DOODY: The Camm Ure Firm is no longer on contract but once again 

they are available for DREE studies. We have no objection to hiring the 

Camn Ure Firm. I think they did good work in many cases. 

MR. ROBP.RTS: Their work was satisfactory. Was the McLoughlan 

work? 

MF. DOODY : I do not believe the HcLoughlan work was up to their 

standards. The two or three projects that they did do for us, or 

the ~~o or three firms that they did search out are not in the best 

of shape nov. On~ of them is APCO Industries, Truck Atlantic. 

1-'R, ROP.f.PTS · Is that the firm F.d Power is with now? 

t-'F., OOODY: Yes. I wish he were still with us but he is not. 

MR. ROJlFPTS: Yes, a good man. 

MR. DOODY: That is it on the assessment and research. There was 

an amount of SlS,000; the Lake Melville Project contribution will 

come out of that too. 
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1-IR. ROBERTS: What? 
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MR. DOODY'. Legal fees for the case of the crown and the C.~.,rate 

increase intervention, J.J. O'Neil was paid $1,800 for presenting 

the case of the government. Why that ended up in economic development 

is something that I am not aware of but it is here. 

'MR. ROBERTS: That case is still on,is it not? 

MR. DOODY: Yes. But he was paid $1,800. There is an amount 

here also for assessment and research,that is that one. Then there 

is a promotion amount which -

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, on the promotion, we talked about how 

much George McLean is doing, Mr. Chaiman. 

MR. DOODY: That is no problem, George McLean is not doing anything 

nor has he done anything. as a matter of fact,in the supplementary 

supply -

AN HON. MEMBf'.R: Inaudible. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, right. It was suggested by the member for Bell 

Island that Mr. McLean had indeed done some work in the department 

in some advertisements and various newspapers and what not. I 

said that I doubted it very much but he felt sure that this was so. 

Since that time I have had an opportunity to check and I was right 

they were done by our department, and our department has done all 

this work including the mass media advertising, advertisements in the 

"Financial Post." 

MR. ROBERTS: 

advertisments. 

As a matter of interest, I think they were well done 

}'R. DOODY· Two of the gentlemen are here with us now and Rick 

Emberley was very active,and I think Rick Emberley -

MR. ROBERTS: Well whoever did it they were well done. 

MR. DOODY· Yes. 

The fact.that I said there are no projects in here for 

McLean advertising or NACOM does not mean that. The department. 
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feel that McLean's company can.make a contri~ution of sonie sort that 

it is not beyond the relevant possibility that I miRht -

MR. ROBERTS: Does the minister anticipate that any such feeling 

may come over him? 

MR. DOODY: I do not feel the urge right now but it is possible 

that we may have a project that McLean could do well, I have seen 

some of the stuff that he has done and he has done it well. 

t-lR. ROBERTS : 

stuff. 

I have seen it too and it is very good, the political 

MR. DOODY: Yes, that is right. 

So that is about what I have on the assessment and research 

and on the promotion. 

The next thing down the line on that development promotion 

was the Offshore Petroleum Industrial Advisory Council which the 

Leader of the Opposition asked about. This is a $40,000 fund to 

set up that council. I mentioned that earlier. lt will be staffed 

by a director and with a minimum of one clerical worker to begin 

with. We will have liaison with the Department of Economic Development 

and with the Department of Mines and Energy and it will draw 

from the university and from industry and from the municipal 

authorities, from the shipbuilding industry and we intend to ask 

Mr, Bennie or representatives of the various towns to serve on 

that, somebody who is familiar with projects such as the Harmon 

Corporation to serve on that, to get an overall view and to prepare 

us,in the happy event that we do have some spia off from a possible 

oil strike. This is a preparative thing more than anything,with preparation 

hopefully for the projected oil discovery or the hoped for oil 

discovery. Apparently we have folm.d that those countries that did 

not make any preparation for this sort of thin~,such as Scotland 

and the Arberdeen Area,they have 8otten into a tremendous mess over 

there in terms of housin~ and land speculation. So we hope that 

these people workin~ together tn time mig~t come up with a programme 

which will help prevent the sort of mess that might be possible. 
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MR. ROJIF.RTS: Mr. Chairman, no appointments have yet been made I -
take it. Are we to expect something relatively soon on this? 

~- DOODY: I would say in a week or so we should have something. 

MR. ROBERTS: Good timing, 

The minister went rather quickly over and perhaps the hour 

being early I did not quite get all of it. I wonder if he could tell 

us where the $151,000 for promotion last year went? I am sure he 

has it there. 

MR. DOODY: I gave you part of it. I had part of it included in 

the Camm Ure thing - the $151,000 was paid to McLoughlan, the 

$115,000,which was the previous amount, the major portion of the 

$222,500 was paid to Camm Ure, plus the Lake Melville thing, 

plus there is $14,500, an amount which was used to set up a 

company called D~~ well it was not to set it up it was to help 

them do research on marble quareying here in the province, We have 

help~d them to cut samples of marble from various sections of the 

province and sent them to England for assessment, and they have 

come back and it appea.rs to be a pretty healthy looking operation. 

MR. ROBERTS : DM-t 

MR. DOODY: D°M-1 Limited, do not ask me what the initials stand for. 

PR. ROBF.RT~: Well I shall have it looked up if it is registered 

in Newfoundland. 

MR. DOODY : Yes. I do not know who D1'1-f Limited are. Does he know? 

Maybe the honourable member for St George's could help me with this. 

AN HON. HF.'1-fR'F.R'. Where are you gettin~ the marble? 

All over. MR. DOODY : 

'.'AR.. ROJIF.RTS · There has been marble quarrying done in Newfoundland, 

there has been marble quarrying in my constituency, 

1-'R . DOODY '. In various parts of the province. 

~'F. ROBF'f!TS: And they have a very good prade of marhle. 

But are they quarryin~ marble to use as blocks or slahs,or are 

they quarrying it to sort of chip it up? 
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Mt. nonrw- ThC'y are uRing 1t in small ~lazed blocks for Rufacing 

or for floor tiling. 

t-m.__R~'lf~TS: For makinr, Terra10 it is called. marble chipR, 

AN, HO"! • l-1'fMJ\FP · Who an: they? 

MR. DOODY: A British gentleman named Mr. Faye is one of them, and 

Mr. Williams is a local man. 

Who? What would be his function? MR. ROBFRTS: 

'-fR. DOODY : Mr. Williams , I do not know anything else about the 

gentleman other than the fact -

MR. ROBERTS: What is the name of the company ar,ain? 

AN HON. ~~F.R· To11D11Y,is it? 

1-'R. DOODY: No. J t is not Danny either, -----
HR. ROBF.RTS: Is it Fred Williams? 

MR. DOODY: Fred. is it? Of· the oil .service station, 

MR. ROBERTS: Ne, a legion fellow. 

'P"R. DOODY: A legion chap. 

MR. ROBERTS: What is the name of the c011pany again? 

MR. DOODY: Df-'M Limited. 

MR. ROBERTS: DMM. 

a war veteran. 

MR. DOODY: Three capital letters. We have allocated $14,500 for it, 

$4,210.90 of which has been paid and other invoices will be coming in. 

~- ROBF.RTS: It is worth lookin~~-
--===-=-

~. J')()()DY: Yes. You would never know what might be in the bottom 

of these chips, the marble chips I mean. There is an amount of $198 

paid to the University of Waterloo. Well it says here there was a 

~entleman went there for a development course. It must have been a 

very short course. 

~- ROBF.RTS: Or a very undeveloped. 

1-'R. DOODY· I would suspect it was for expenses that were incurred 

on the way, 

MR. RORFRTS: ~r. Chairman, another area of development perhaps the 

minister coul<I favour us with a statemPnt on, ~r. Spencer Lake.as 

he knows,! assume,h~s beC'n up in Bay d'F.spoir recently holdlnr, 

meetinr,A nn<I tC'l l inr. the pl'opl e thl'rC' of v,~ry ~ood news indeed ,that 
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he is going to start a fish plant. He is going to start a hotel or 

motel operation. Ile is going to start a sheep farm. He is going to 

start a cattle farm, as I understand it. He is going to start a 

sawmill and a lumber operation. 

MR. DOODY: Almost a great imperial design. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well he has great imperial resources,having whacked 

$2.6 million out of the Burgeo plant. The people there naturally 

are interested and Hr. Lake, as it comes to me. I hasten to say, 

Mr. Chairman, if you are still _with us, it is late -

AN HON. MF.MBER: Inaudible. 

MR. RO'RF.RTS: I remind honourable members that "This Country in the 

~orning''starts at 9: 13 A .M. accord in~ to the note I have in front of 

me. Actually tt is half an hour later here. You know the world ends 

at 12;30 Newfoundland time. But Mr. Lake, it is reported to me, 

has told people in the Bay d'Espoir Area,at meeting, not a vast public 

~eeting but a meeting of eight or ten people there not more than four 

of whom have called me today. He has told them that he is all set to 

go, the federal government are all set to go with their DREE money, 

whatever it may he. I assume it is DRF.F., but the St. John's Government, 

the Provincial Government, Her Majesty's ministers,as rep?esented by 

this sterling collection of scintillating characters,are not ready 

to go. 

AN HON. MEMBER· Inaudible. 

~- ROBF.RTS: I am sorry? 

AN HON. MF.MilER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, you have to speak from your seat in this 

Honourable House, Sir, would Your Honour enforce that rule,please. 

~- ROBERTS: We cannot find out if the honourable Minister of 

Finance is in his own seat or not,that is the problem. But anyway 

I am passin~ on th«- report~ as T have them. I do not know whether 

they are valid or not hut T wonder if the minister could perhaps 

let us in on the situ11tion of exactly what is planned, .. hether there 
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is to be any assistance from the rrovince and, if so, what foTI!I it 

is to take and so for~ and so on? What about concessions on timber? 

The timber in Bay d'Espoir I think is mainly owned by Bowaters 0 

The minister may know what Bowaters are up to but it ia not government 

timber to give out. But what is the story? 

MF. DOODY: The honourable member has more information on it than 

I have just to begin with. vlhen I was speaking to Mr. La~e.on 

Friday I think it was,we spoke primarly of the fish plant, This 

was his first desire to get a fish plant operation going there. 

The other things that he mentioned, and I do not think they are as 

far-reaching - yes, there was the sawmill bit and the motel bit. 

These were the other two that he spoke about at that time. 

AN HON. MEMRER: Inaudible. 

l'-'R. DOODY: Yes, I have no doubt ahout it • . I am just repeating 

Friday's discussions now,to the best of my recollection,hut the 

fiah plant was his prime concern,· he said, the other things could 

come secondary but would we as a government be prepared to assist him 

to establish a fish plant in Bay d'Espoir? We said we certainly 

would be, we would do everything we could to help,wi.thin the scope 

of our authority, I suggested that the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Development Authority might he the vehicle which could draw all the 

loose reins to~ether, his equity position,whatever it might be, 

whatever the DRP.F. participation or other federal government 

participation, whatever participation that the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Development Corporatio~ itself was prepared to put in, 

and then the provincial government would look at what uas available 

and find out if it were necessary indeed for the department to 

becOl'le involved financially or not. 

I was in Ottawa on Monday and Tuesday, I was talking to the 

people in the DREF. office, To the best .of my knowledge they had made 

no commitment to anybody on the Bay d'Espoir project except to 

express in terms of ~eneral inte~est that they were quite happy 

and entrusiast1c and would like to see a development there and indeed 
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we all would. tf Mr. Lake made,a statement at a meetin~_,however 

small or large,that everybody was prepared to go except the 

Province of Newfoundland,! am afraid he was mistaken. That is 

not so. As of Friday,we were as prepared to go as anybody. I 

have yet to. see,in great honesty,the colour of Mr. Lake's 1110ney 

or the colour of Ottawa's money, I know what colour our money 

is,and that is where that project stands right now. I would be 

delighted to see it p,o and there is no part of Newfoundland that 

needs a rural development deal,such as that would he,as Bay d'F.spoir. 

I sincerely hope that he gets ft going,and this government are 

quite prepared to do everything they can to help him itet it going. 

MR. ROBERT~: Well I think he would welcome it. It is hardly 

tmexpected that it is the gaverrune11t's desire to help. I mean,as 

the !!linister said,there is 
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no m~n in the HouRe, Sir, no man who knows anvthin~ about 

Bay d'Espoir who would not want to see it de~•l~ped up there. I am correct, 

am I,in sugr,estinR that Mr. Lake had some proposals? 

~. noonY: He has also done a fore:iitry survey. He has had a 

forest survey done wh1ch he submitted and brought in to us 

for assessment. It is in the bands of our forestry people. He 

is trying to get an assesRment of the saw log potential in the 

area. 

HR. RORF.RTS: I 11ee. ~!ell, that ie a sensible, reasonable step, 

a eenaihle, reasonable response by the administration. At this 

stage there is no proposal in the hands of the government as such, 

not commensurate with the fact we need so much help. Certainly from 

the minister's understanding, from his talks in Ottawa,with the 

DREE people, there is nothing further that they have. 

I wonder if the minister could say a word or two about 

one aspect of this business. I have mixed feelings on this, 

the proposal of a fish plant. Now, Hay d' Espoir,as we all know, 

is an indrAft. 

MR. OOODY: J do not know how you do this. You do this all of the 

time. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, Sir, a number of them have fallen into the habit. 

'il'. OOODY: You are in better shape than I am. 

!"R. ROBEFTS: I do not know about that. Politically I am in far 

better shape than the minister,of course. 

Bay d' Esnoir is a long indraft. It must be twenty miles 

from Bay d' F.spoir - we do not have a member here - f.om St. Alban's 

maybe down to Spaniards Cove. Ry the way,I think it is still reserved 

as a national harbour. Has it been designated? 

MR. OO()OY: Tt is deRiFnated aR a national harbour. I think that 

Mr. La~e haq had some dl11cus11fons wfth them with relation to the 

government wharf that 111 there. 

available to incorporate -

I think then that could be made 

-..P. PORF.PTS: That would mean the wharf was being used,whieh would 
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be a nice thing. Anyway it is a fair distance in from the sea. 

Now Mr. Lake directly or through interests in which he is 

associated operates the plant at r.aultois and the plant at 

Ramea. Indeed I helieve that he now m~kes his home in Ramea in 

so far as he has a home in Newfoundland. Of course.he formerly 

operated with considerable success the fish plant at Burgeo. He 

took it over from Fishery Products - they went out in the mid

fifties I think - Mr. Lake took it over and did very well. He 

did best of all by selling tt to a government anxious to please. 

The point that concerns me is not just the indraft. That is 

a factar that would mean so many extra minutes or hours steaming. 

I have understood from any number of people who oresumable know - I 

confess that I do not because what expertise I have is not in this 

field- that most fish plants in Newfoundland noµ are facing supply 

problems. The plant in Harbour Breton is definitely facing supply 

problems. A little later I am going to ask the minister a little 

about trawlers, extra fish capacity going into Harbour Breton. lle 

mentioned it here in the House. Even if he had not, I think I 

probably should have stumbled on that for some stran~e reason 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: You mentioned it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Did I? Well, the minister mentioned it at one stage 

as we were chatting about the -

"ffi.. noonY: You asked what a trawler boat was. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, no. I mentioned that.sure. I am not sure what 

it was on. On an estimate of the two boats that are now be1.ng 

built at Marysto~"•· One of them is gone to National ~ea and the 

other the minister said may ~o to Harbour Breton. It may or may 

not, ~e do not know. I hope that he will say a few words about 

it. 

The problem is that most fish plants are running into 

supply problems. Indeed this is the ~asic problem with the 

fishery now in that our resource is anything but infinite. We 
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may vell be within the bounls of the finite measure. We may well 

have to start rationing ourselves. This is a point to which I 

would like to hear the minister address himself. I agree 

with the need for employment in Bay d' Espoir. No part of 

the province needs it more. A fish plant is a very good thing 

although the people in Bay d' Espoir have never fished. Should 

we have a quorum called? They should really be here. It is 

not late. It iR two thirty o'clock, 

AN HONOURABLE MEll-fBER: Inaudible. 

~. ROBERTS: Hy cousins! I cannot claim, Your Honour, being related 

to them. 

· Bay d I Espoir is not known as a fishing area. You get out 

further on the coast, Francois, MacCallums or over on the other side -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are lumber people. 

HR. ROBERTS: Yes, they are lumber people, loggers. Bowaters are 

in there. Whatever B~y d' Esp~ir is noted for, it has never been 

noted as a fishing area. That is a consideration because one 

must look at the lahour supply. I wonder if the minister could 

tell us whether any thouv,ht has been given to the question of 

fish suoplies, to the question of trawlers. Mr. Lake is short 

of trawlers now,as I understand it,and he could uRe more. 

Also there have been persistent reports going back for years 

that the Lake interests would like to close the Gaultois Plant 

for a lot of reasons. 

Indeed r can recall at one !'lta)!'e,when ~r. Pickersi:dll 

was in the r:abinet in Ottawa in 1963,;;md I was worki~,g on his 

staff then. That waR the year when F.nR hegan the plan of 

m1ttin11, water Ruonlf eR into the plants. They have done most 

of the pl1mt11 around Newfoundl 11nd now. The r:11ultn-f.s Plimt 

has a desperate water suoply situation because Gaultois has a 

desperate water supply. It is rock . I mean there is .1ust 

no water. There was some considerable discussion given then 
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to whether or not one should just close r.aultois and move the 

whole plant,cornmunitv and evervthing else to the mainland, 

IB-4 

up to Bay d' Espoir somewhere. It was mentioned at the time. It 

came to nothing. It was not mentioned bv Mr. Pickersgill but it 

was mentioned to him, I happened to be at a meeting where it 

was discussed, It came to nothing. It was not a seriow, au~geation. 

I wonder if perhaps the minister could tell us whether Mr. Lake 

may have this in mind now. 

Gaultois is a difficult location. That is one fact. It 

has a water problem. That is another fact. It has a bad pollution 

problem. That is a third fact. Gaultois is also a deep sea plant. 

Ninety-nine per cent of the fish ROing into the Gaultois Plant 

is deep sea fish, draggers and trawlers. 

Bay d' Espoir has no fishing tradition of that sort. 

Bay d' Esooir does have lots of land. I should trink a good water 

supply is readily accessible. That is fine. We also know as 

another fact that the pressure on the fishery resources is getting 

very great. The peonle are becoming very concerned. The industry 

is becoming very concerned. Richard Cashin and the union are 

becoming terribly concerned. Ottawa are becoming concerned. I 

assume what is left of our fisheries department is concerned. 

Could the minister dilate a little on this because if Mr. Lake 

is talking of a fish plant at Bay d' Espoir, you know these 

other asnects I think should be examined as well. Perhaps 

while the minister is on his feet he could talk about Harbour 

Breton. They hav~ had oersistent shortages and the plant 

has been operatinR maybe half-time. When I say shortages, I 

mean shortages of fish • They do not get enough fish. I think 

that there are two trawlers operating in the area now. There 

may be three. 

Are we goinR to get another trawler going into Harbour 

nreton? Perh:tps th:tt other ho;i.t that is hei.np: huilt at Marystown?' 
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The minister shakes his head. I gather the decision may have peen 

to put it somewhere else. Could the minister tell us about it? 

I think that it is something that is of concern to a lot of people. 

MR. TlOODY: The first is the Gaultois situation that you mentioned. 

You mentioned various facts which are tmdoubtedly facts. What 

Mr. Lake's intentions are regarding Gaultois is something that 

I have no knowledge of. I know nothing of it at all. We did 

discuss the lahour situation as far as fish plant workers were 

concerned ill Bay d' Espoir Area. He did not seem to be particularly 

concerned though. As I say, we have no definite proposal on paper 

from Mr. Lake nor have our federal counterparts any such proposal 

So, it is difficult to make an assessment or a judgement of 

exactly what his intentions are except for the broad statement 

that this is a development that he would like to see. We woulc 

all like to sec. it. It h one of these things that I think too 

much ~as been said about without enough concrete background 

information • It is the sort of thing that raises the hopes of 

people who live in an area. 

~. RQBERTS: That is well taken but the problem is apparently Mr, 

Lake has been in contact. 

~. DOODY: That is right. Unfortunately I am not in a position to 

add any more to Mr. Lake's comments than the dialogue that we have 

had so far. 

The fish supply I can say is a matter of concern to everybody. 

It is the suoply of particular species I suppose that is the problem. 

There are various snecies that we are not fishing at all. 

!-W, ROBERTS: Look at the dogfish. 

~. OOODY: Well, there is also butterfish and squid and there are 

various kinds of mid-water fish and various species that we are not 

using at all. That is another matter. These nlant~ and these firms 

with the technology to keeri un with the industry are not having 

the !WPPly problem that !lome other companies are having. 
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National Sea,for instance,had to truck a million and 

a half pounds of f;Laji to ~faine to get cut this week because 

they did not have enough plant facilities to handle all of the 

fish that they are bringing in. There are other plants as you 

say that are not getting nearly enough fish. 

IB-6 

You mentioned the Harbour Breton fish supply. It is a 

cronic problem. The people down there are just not getting a 

fair deal. They are .1ust not working enough. It is a crime to 

call it a fish plant operation. Putting one of these new stern 

trawlers from ~arystown in there will not solve that problem. 

You have to remodel the plant to accept that particular trawler. 

You need a big high-loading apoaratus. It takep a douhle-channellerl 

wind blower. To put that particular tra'l-·ler into the Burgeo olant 

would take about five days,to ice it and unload it and get it out 

again. You cannot have a ship like that tied up that long because 

they are too much money. They can turn around here at the St. 

John's Plant in a relatively short period of time. So, it is 

not just a matter of getting one of these sophisticated trawlers 

into some of these plants. The problem is a great deal more complex 

than that. They are old and they have not been modernized. Some 

of them are going to h11ve to he,if they are goin11; to keep uo with 

the industry. 

MR. ROBERTS: So, that second trawler from Marystown is not going 

to Harbour Breton then? 

MR. DOODY: As of this moment it is not. 

~. FOBERTS: Where is it going to? 

~. DOODY: I do not know. If it does not go to Burgeo, an alternate 

supply of fi~h equal to what it can put in will have to go to Burgeo. 

It is no secret tt·a t 1-•e have been talking to National Fish trying to 

get them to take over the Burgeo Plant. on the management agreement 

or whatever kind of an agreement. 

MR. RORERTS: Will thev nay $2 o million for it? 
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MR. poonv~ I douht it very much. I do not think that national 

companies 3re nR concerned nhout the Rocial conditionR of 

people~ lifeR ns we are, this crowd,11s my huddy calls UR. 

The same prohlem then applies in Burgeo with respect 

IB-7 

to that particular type trawler. It would cost maybe another 

million dollars or more to put in these necessary icing machinery, 

the unloading machinery and the handling facilities to acconmodate 

that one trawler plus the fact that you get crude products. Who 

wants to fish in one of these relatively old side trawlers when 

they have one of these It has been known for skippers and 

engineers to quit the side trawlers to p,o to work as deck hands 

· oti. "these net., stern trawlers hecauRe they make that much more 

money on them. So, as we have all found out in life,nothing is 

very simple. 

I think that is about all the comments that I can make 

about the fish situation. 

fisheries. 

I a~ in economic development not 

MR. ROBERTS: I think the minister makes a lo.t more sense than the 

present Minister of Fisheries does when he talks ahout fisheries. 

I do not know if it is under this heading or not,Mr. Chairman, and 

I confeRs making a little work on it. I have reason to believe that 

the BurReo Plant is not mnking a preat deal of money. I know 

there iR noth1nP, under here, so where doeP 

this work come l T mean,is it under industrial development? 

Is it under fisherieR? The government at some point -

~- DOODY : T guess it is under NIDC,in Finance. 

MR. ROBEPTS: Well, I am sure if the Minister of Finance could hide 

it,he would have. I am sure that he is ouite ashamed of it. Who 

is the minister responsihle,if you wish,for the government's 

administration of Burr,eo? 

~. T)()()DY: r guess I am. 
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MR. ROBERT~: You mean nohody wants the dirty job so the junior 

member for Flarhour ~ain takes it1 Well, maybr he can te1l us 

a little hit about Rurr,eo then. What is it coRtinP, us,nleasP.? 

MR. norrnv: We hnve ht1d the first financ1nl statement for the first 

six months of operation which showed a lose of $90,000. 

MR. ROBERTS: On what hasis? Taking in capital costs or is that just 

an operating loss? 

MR . IlOODY: That is an operating loss. 

MR. ROBERTS: What would the capital cost allowance be or depreciation 

if you wish? 

!-m. DOOnY: I do not honestly know. 

MR. ROBERTS: Would it be fair to take a tenth of the capital cost? 

MR. DOODY: No. That is after depreciation. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is after depreciation. Will that statement he 

tabled here in the House? 

MR. DOODY: I do not see why it should not be. 

MR. ROBERTS: I do not see why it should not be either but I am the 

one that is asking. 

MR. DOODY: I know. I am the one who is trying to find thP. reason why 

it should not be. 

MR. ROBERTS: The minister has said what he meant and meant what he 

said. Will the statement be tabled in the House? 

MR. ooonY: I will certainly ask the people more knowledgeable than 

I am. That is financial. I do not know, I presume it is. 

!-fR. ROBERTS: After we o~'t\ the plant, we the people of Newfoundland. 

MR. DOODY: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Tahled next year but will it be tabled now, this year? 

1-'R. DOODY: Only the public accounts 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, so much for the great information that the 

government were going to hand out. They have spent $2.6 million 

on a plant. They get,granted,an unaudited statement. That is 

fine. They will not even table that. That is interesting. More 
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thnn n Rix month Rtatement. Wr hnv• hnd n yrar of o~ernt1onR 

now. We have owned the plant for over twelve months. 

1"'R. monv: The statement is for the first six months, 

MP.. P.ORF.P.TS: The six month s~atement will not b~ audited. Why 

can a six month statement not be tabled! 

MR. DOODY: It might give the wrong impression. 

IB-9 

MR. ROBERTS: Of course it might give the wrong impression. Not 

tahlinR it will give the wrong impression no doubt. 

MR. DOODY: I think we will be ins position to make a pretty 

definite statement on the Burgeo situation within the next few 

weeks. As T Aay,we are talking to National Sea, 

MR. ROBF.'RTS: Now, let us talk about National Sea. We have noted 

that the administration have no intention of giving -

~. CHAIR~AN: If the honourable· Leader of the Opposition will allow, 

We are discussL1g 1503-03 which is the fisheries research. 

~- ROBERTS: Well, assessment of the Burgeo Fish Plant surely. 

The minister has told us that he is the minister responsible for 

the ~overnment'e envolvement with the Burgeo Fish Plant. 

~. DOODY: Yes. I do not mind talking about it. 

'MR. CHAl?"fAN: If the honourable members wish to discuss it. 

AN HO~OURABLF. !-'EMBER: It is out of order. 

MR. W. ROWE: It is not out of order. 

'f,(F, POBEPTS: Well, I was about to ask about National Sea. If the 

minister would tell us what National Sea have been doing in Burgeo -

there have been reports in the press but that is rather a poor way 

for the full story to come out.because the renorts have not been 

quoting the minister. They have just been speculative or pieced 

together from a hit of 1nformat1on here and hit of information there. 

MR. nonnY: T made no Btatemant to the press. 

p.!P., P~P_!S: r:o. Th;it is what I 1ust said. Tt is. hardly a full 

and frank d1Rclosure of. After all the people of Newfoundland own 

this plant. They have rut $2.6 million into it. That will cost 
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$250,000 a year to service that amount of debt. tJe lost,we are 

told,$90,000 in the first six months. So that is another $200,000 

a year which by th~way is the figure that I have given all along 

that the plant will lose from the way it is being managed. What 

is going to happen to it? / 

Not only are the people in Newfoundland interested, ~r. 

Chairman, but the people of Burgeo col!llllunity, the island,are vitally 

interested because that plant is probably the factor in the economic 

life of that community. 

MR. DOODY: That is why we bought it. 

MR. ROBERTS: I have never quarrelled with the decision to buy it. 

I have had some,shall we say,douhts shout the price. F.ven the 

ministry h~ve not attempted to defend the price. They realized 

that for what it was. What is the situation? How is it being 

run now? Is it being run as a crown corporation? Mr. Kevin, 

Smart.I think hired from Ramea. He was assistant manager I 

believe there to ~r. Hector Feid, manager at Ramea. ~r. Smart 

was the second in command. He is a very smart man indeed. 

Everything that I knm,, about him is quite good. He has some 

relatives whose political affiliationrare dubious but that 

ls not why he was hired. His brother-in-Jaw is in the political 

business. Ile is a good fish plant man. There is no douht ahout 

that. I would he interested to know what the arrangement is. 

Has he been hf.red on a long-term arrangement? I11 he a civil 

servant? Is there a crown corooration up there now? So 

forth and so on. 

I may add,nart and parcel there must l-e ahout forty 

questions destined for the order paoer on some of the intricacies 

of the Rurgeo plant. µavhe the minister could tell us a little. 

Also he could tell us nhout National Sea. no thev plan to take 

it ovet1 Un<lcr whnt term!'l1 WP he;ir t:ilk of very larr,e !'lum!I 

h,,vinP, to hf' !'lf'C-nt 1 f thr f'l:mt 1!'1 to carrv on. !\pp11rently it WiiR 

nnt mnfntn1ne<l v~rv ~rll over ~he vears. Like many of theRe thln~s 
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it was ju~t enousi;h to keep her going. I gather we are coming 

relatively close to the noint where major ex~enditures must· 

he made if the rlant f.s to remain comnetitive. That is 

Sf.Rnf.f1cant hecause there il'I only one place, "Ir. ,chairman, that 

money can come from. There is only one place'. It is not going 

rt-11 

to come from Spencer Lake. It is not going to come from National 

Sea. I submf.t there is only one place it will come from and that is 

out of the pockets of the citizens of this province,through the 

government. So, could the minister bring us up to date on that? 

!-fll. noonY: Yes to the point where I can. As I say.National Sea, 

at my reQuest,sent two of their engineers in there a few weeks 

ago or maybe a month ago. They did a survey of the plant facilities 

and the operation and the efficiencies and what have you or the lack 

of efficiencies. About three or four days ago I received the report 

from them f.n th~ mail. Only this morning I met with ~r. ~orrow for 

about three hours or so and we d1'1cussed the whole sitm1tf.on. I 

have not had a chance to report the discussion, the findings or my 

recommendations to ~overnment, so that I am not privileged at this 

time to go into that. 

~. ROBERTS: Why not? The government answers to the House. 

~. DOODY: They will. 

~. ROBEPTS: They will also answer to the people. 

MR. !)()ODY: Oh yes. That has been demonstrated conclusively. 

The manager is Kevin Smart. He is on a one-year contract. 

His salary is around $20,000 per year, $18,000 to $20,000 per year 

or someth1n~ fn th~t area. It 1s off the ton of my head. 

It is a crm.m corpor11t1on There are four directors 

who are all members of the r.ahinet. The government crown corporation 

ha!! a1'10 h-Jrerl an accountant and put him 1n down there, Mr. Lockyer, 

who worked with the Riddell Stead or whatever the a~counting company 

was who did their hooks down there. Anyway we hired him from that 

company and now he is residing in Bur~eo and he is looking after the 
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accounting for us. 

As was suggested, there are repairs and there are imnrovemen ts 

and there are capital works that nave to be done down there if the 

plant is to remain competitive and viable. It quite obviously is, 

if I may ·use one of you own favorite expressions, a penetrating 

insight into the obvious. 

~. ROBERTS: A very r,ood phrase. 

MR. OOODY: I rPmPmber it well. You chonped me on television one 

afternoon or one night. 

~- ROBERTS: Me! I would not have done that to the minister, would 

I? 

~. DOODY: It was pathetic but I took it in good sorts. I knew at 

heart you were a kind person. 

~. ROBERIS: Deep-down beneath it all. 

MR. DOODY: Beneath it a]l. 

The money has to come from the Provincial Treasury. I think 

that properly manag~d and properly run,with the improvements that 

are necessary,it can and will pay and it will also return the money 

that is necessary for the capital improvements. Whether it will return 

the money that was necessary for the acquisition of the plant remains 

to be seen. That will be paramount in our negotiations with them. 

That is about all that I can tell you about Burgeo at the present time. 

On motion 1503-03 to 1503-06 carried. 

MR. W. ROWE: How is the Newfoundland and Labrador Develonment Corporation 

coming along? Is it operational.now, ~r. Chairman? Is she operating? 

~. D00DY: Yes, 1t is operating. They have an office down on Bond 

Street,in the old Parkins Academy Building,which has a fancy new name 

on it which escapes me. Thcv have a staff and they have a bagful 

of applicatf.ons and they are working on them and nrocessing them. 

I have not been close to it. I have not been chasing Mr. Snencer to 

find out how many neople he has worked with or given loans or grants to. 

I do not know. 
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It was hoped here e:irlier that there would be no nolitical 

involverient 1o1ith thP. ·Newfoundland and Labrador Oevelopment. Corporation. 

I al!leure this llouse that there has not been. We are having some 

diffic1JJties with the fundin!!; of t.t,1 might say,in terms of the 

agreement. The equity amounts are the problem. It is the old 

Ottawa Formula. It has to be feasible and viable and then these 

people will be allowed, the Newfoundland and Labrador Development 

Corporation will be allowed to put in three-for-one in te·rms of 

and in ratio of , 

MR. ROBERTS: Twenty-five per cent must be equitable. 

1-IR. DOODY: That is right. So, the Government of Newfoundland has 

a $2 million equlty position on this. There is a $20 million federal 

loan fund in there. In order to get most of the applicants equity 

positions up where they can get a. reasonable amount of money from 

the loan fund, the poor old Government of Newfoundland once again 

has to throw in the risk capitals. 

~. ROBERTS: Cape St. ~ary's Bay's throw. 

!-'R. OOODY: There we go again, the same old story • . 

However, we were talking 
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to our federal minister, our mutual friend -

MR. ROBERTS: A great fellow : 

MR. DOODY: He is one of the better people. He promises 

to look into this and see if he can do something to make it a 

little easier or to loosen it up a bit. As a matter of fact I 

think the OREE people scored a small victory in getting it 

three-to-<>ne. The Department of Finance up there were insisting 

that it be two-to-one. They are going to try once more. 

MR. ROBERTS : The Departments of Finance are like that all over. 

MR. DOODY: It was not like that. Under the old regime 

here they were a pretty loose and lax outfit. However, the thing 

is operational. It has not been as effective as we would have 

liked it to have been because of that reason. I do believe 

though that it can be made so in a short perio~ of time. I hope 

so because there are an awful lot of people waiting. 

MR. ROBERTS: Have they actually approved a loan as yet? 

MR. DOODY: I do not know. They had five or six better ones 

out on the table a-few (jii:,ys ago when I was talking with .. th€"m and 

they were then trying to find ways and means of bending the rules 

to get these five or six better ones. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

know. 

MR. DOODY: 

The minister has a director within easy reach. 

That is right. 

I mean has a loan - the director would presumably 

~one have been approved. Oh, I am sorry. Some 

have been approved but money has not been actually passed out to 

the lucky few. I do not know who they are. Maybe it is just as 

well that I do not, then there is no political involvement at all. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): 

into everything? 

Is the corporation, Mr. Chairman, just about 

There was a thought at one point that they would not 
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be getting into service industries or something like that. They 

would get into sort of manufacturi~g, productive industries. Haw 

2 

far away from that position has the corporation ~ome, i.e., if a motel 

baa to be put up, do they fund that or do they usist in funding that, 

service stations and that sort of thing? 

HR. DOODY: In a service industry such as a motel, they would only 

be too happy to get involved, That is an obvious asset to the 

tourist industry, They will be reluctant to get involved in the 

service stations. There are many service stations and everybody 

in Newfoundland either seems to want a service station or a grocery 

•tore. 

MR. ROBERTS: Will they be aiding the Hotel Inn. I hear that Holiday 

Inn_is going to get a big extension. 

MR, DOODY: I doubt very much if the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Development Corporation will be involved. I cannot imagine 

Holiday Inn fooling around with government for a paltry $1 million. 

Maybe they are. I do not know what their application is but they 

have made a policy decision in the Newfoundland Labrador Development 

Corporation that these sort of things: grocery storea,.retail stores, 

service stations and garages are not really within their terms of 

reference or their scope. They are much more interested in getting 

a resource-based thing or a manufacturing thing, secondary industry, 

motels and this sort of thing. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, I ·wonder if the minister would tell 

the committee what is the interest rate on the loans and is it varyin2 with 

the size of the loan? 

HR. DOODY: The bank rate has to be a minimum of one per cent above 

the rate that we borrowed from the federal government,so it will not 

be less than nine per cent, 

HR. WOODWARD: (Inaudible). 
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HR. DOODY: No, it is nobody's handout and that is for • ure. 

Seven and eleven-sixteenths we are paying for it now. 

MR. WOODWARD: So, Mr. Chairman, are we not competing with the 

Industrial Development Bank in Labrador City? 

MR. DOODY: No, we are not competing with it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Hr. Chairman, I must say that I had understood that 

this corporation would not only be taking risk capital, going into 

ventures which perhaps the more orthodox institutions - IDB is 

a relatively orthodox institution. They put out a fair amount of 

money into Newfoundland. 

MR. DOODY: Ottawa orthodox. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, you can get money from them sometimes when you 

may not get it from a commerical bank or a mortgage company. They 

t~rned down a lot of opportunities to take a bit of a flier. 

MR. DOODY: It is not the venture capital programme that we need. 

MR. ROBERTS: The Newfoundland and Labrador Development Corporation, 

as I understood it, (I think all of us were working on it. It began 

with us and is being carried through by the present administration) 

was to be very much a venture organization, not fliers,not gambles 

nor divided carefully calculated gambles, the shrewd assessment 

of the writ. 

MR. DOODY: Calculated risk. 

MR. ROBERTS: If it looked like it was worth the effort, worth the 

cash or what is at stake, go ahead. It appears that it is not to be 

this at all. It appears to becoming somewhat of a - nine per cent or 

eight per cent money is fairly dear money. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). -~ 

MR. ROBERTS: Not really? I think' it is fairly dear money. It 

certainly is not much of an incentive. Are there to be capital deferments? 

It might be a matter of no interest for the fir~t three, four or five 

years but eight or nine per cent money is fairly dear. The province 

~714 



Apr 1l 12. 19 7 3 Tape no. 1199 Page 4 

is borrowin~ what? Is it eight per cent or eight an a point now? 

AN HON. MEMBER: The province is better than that. 

MR. ROBERTS: The province may be better than that. They may 

well be.better than that. It all depends on what the market 

is. It will go down and it will go up. The Minister of Finance 

really has nothing to do with it. 

MR. DOODY: We are also obliged to keep a reserve against 

bad debts. We are not going to be able to -

HR.. ROBER.TS: All I can say I guess -

MR. DOODY: Under the terms of the a1treement we have. 

MR.. ROBERTS: There are going to be an awful lot of disappointed 

people who have been led to believe that the corporation was 

the answer to almost all their prayers, that there would be 

available in Newfoundland a significant source of venture capital 

in the best sense of that word and instead it appears what we have 

is in many ways, as my friend from Labrador North says, another 

IDB prepared to look at things that normal banks may not consider 

to be the thing. 

MR. DOODY: We have a few advantages. We have a tremendous manager 

there, Mr. Frank Spencer,who is quite capable of getting involved 

into situations where the IDB wourd not look. Our biggest problem 

there are the terms of reference and we want them changed and so 

does Ottawa. I think we will get that done. 

MR. ROBERTS: If the two par~ies to an agreement want to change 

the agreement to ~hich they only are the two parties, they should 

be able to manage that much. 

MR. DOODY: But how far,I am not in a position to say. 

MR. ROBERTS: I do commend it to the minister because not only ia there 

a need for this type of thing in the .spectrum of industrial development 

or economic development policies but many people expect that the corporation 

is precisely that. 
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HR. DOODY: Including myrnilf. 

MR. ROllERTS: Including the minister. Well that makes two of us 

then and perhaps other honourable members feel the same way. I 

know little about the conception. It is conceived as being very 

much risk capital, very much the place which might look at things 

that ordinarily would not be looked at. 

HR. DOODY: I was not present at the conception but I saw the birth. 

HR. ROBERTS: Well then the minister is a very bad midwife because 

he was part of the administration which signed the agreement, negotiated 

and concluded the negotiations. 

HR. DOODY: Well it had been hanging fire for months, months and months. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well that it is true. It took fifteen months I think 

after the present administration assumed the reins of office. The 

point is that they concluded it. If they were not happy with it, 

they should have waited even longer because they are now in the position 

of having to go back again. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Eighteen drafts when we left office. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

like that. 

Were there eighteen? Well there was something 

There was a thundering row going on about whether there 

would be three Newfoundland directors or two in these great issues 

of principle with the Ottawa bureaucrats, What was it? We had 

a great row one day, Mr. Chairman, on whether the Ottawa direc~or. 

had to bP a resident of Newfoundland or not. There was a great 

thundering row over there. 

HR. DOODY: Whether they should be signed in Ottawa or St. John's. 

HR. ROBERTS: Yes, I mean there are very great questions of principle 

that have to be worked out here. Leaving all that aside, the fact 

remains that most people in this province believaland I suspect still believe 
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that the corpor~tion ,ia many things that apparently it is not 

to be. 

MR.. DOODY: It might be. 

_19l. ROBERTS: It might be but the fact remaios what we have 

is not what we thought we were going to get. 

MR. DOODY: Exactly. 

Mil. ROBERTS: We will have something over $2 million in this 

by the end of this fiscal year. 

Mil. DOODY: That is right. We also found it necessary to 

put the entire $2 million in here. 

MR. ROBEiTs: Yea, that is our -

Mil. DOODY: Othewise there would be no equity for these 

people. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

KR. DOODY: 

That is our entire commitment at this stage. 

All in there in the beginning. 

_HR. ROBERTS: Well that is the ·old story, · government money always goes 

in first and comes out last, if at all. But again that does not 

bother me if one gets the results. kiyway I guess what we really 

will have to do is wait a bit. Hr. Spencer is certainly one of 

the most capable men ever attracted back to this province. l think 

Mr. Jamieson should get a lot of the cre4it. It was Mr. Jamieson 

and his people who sought him out. The Premier looka up expectantly. 

The Premier sought him out?. Well all I can say is that Mr. Jamieson 

told me a long time ago that the Premier was invol,,ed in it, that 

Frank Spencer was interested in coming back to Newfoundland. 

KR. DOODY: l will give Kr. Jamieson full marks for many things 

but not -

HR. ROBERTS: Well I do not mean to do the Premier a disservice, I 

mean l do him enough services and disservices in the course-
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MR. MOORES: A three-way mutual agreement. 

MR. ROBERTS: A three-way mutual agreement. Well then the 

Premier is right up there with Mr. Jamieson and Mr. Spencer. But 

Mr. Spencer is one of the most capable people we have attracted 

into the development sector in this province. 

AN HON. HEM.BER: Who is Mr. Spencer? 

MR. ROBERTS: Frank Spencer took the -

MR, ROWE (W.N.): I want to know. how capable he is. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well he took the Fortune Plant which had gone bust. 

The government sold it,I think for $50,000 or $100,000,to Booth. 

MR. DOODY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: So the $50,000 did not come in, it went out. 

At the time the Progressive Conservative,as I recall it, 

AN HON. MEMBER: Booth-Reid. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, it was not Booth-Reid. It might have been even 

more successful and more costly. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): 

$50,000. 

KR. ROBERTS: 

If it were Booth-Reid, it would be more than 

But Booth Fisheries - this was decried at the time 

by the Progressive Conservatives as being a give-away and they 

took that plant at Fortune, which I guess had been built by the 

government, Had it? 

KR. HICK1'!AN: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

KR. ROBERTS: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

No. 

Who was it built for? 

It was built by . the Dickson&. 

·. 'he Dickson Family of Grand Bank and Fortune? 

Of course. 

The government ended up with it under a mortgage of some 

sort - you know the old story. The Fortune Plant now I guess it is 
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prosperous and as good as any plant we have in this province. They 

-T 
are expandlng very elgnificantly. l~ere is a lot of OREE money. 

I RUeRB they have no money at all from the province. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): It is because of their member. 

MR. ROBERTS: Becauae of their member. It could be. I see him down -

MR. CROSBIE: He is a magnificent human being. 

MR. ROBERTS: The Minister of Finance, Mr. Chairman, really is 

something else. I do not know what the gentleman from Burin 

should say about that. It is pretty hard to take offence at being 

called a magnificent human being especially when one is called -

I am sorry. 

KR.. HICKMAN: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

hope, Sir. 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

(Inaudible) Chief Justice. 

Chief Justice? He should hope. He should 

He should pray, not hope. 

It sounds like the appeals court today. 

I must say - nowhere to go. That greater human being 

will not let him come in because of that. Actually I thought that 

the member -

MR. CROSBIE: You would have to draw straws. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes and the loser has to stay in the cabinet 

with the Premier. The winner gets to go to the court. Seriously 

the corporation, unless it can be straightened out, is obviously 

going to be a very great disappointment. One might go a step 

further and say it is very much a failure, when one measures against 

what it set out to do. There is not much more I can say on 

it now. Obvioualy there will be some de.bate on it in the Houze 

when the bill comes up,and to authorize the agreement. But even 

more to the point this ls what it ls. We will have to wait a year 

and see what comes of it. It is too bad though because I really had 

expected more. I am disconcerted to find out now that so little has come. 
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I guess all I can do is wish the minister well and hope that 

Mr. Jamieson can somehow get it solved for us. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, before the item is carried, there 

are a couple of questions I would like to ask the co11DDittee. Mr. Chairma11, 

maybe the honourable minister can inform the committee as to the 

total amount of equity that is going into the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Development Corporation. Maybe he would like to file with 

the c011DDittee any directions or documents that he has as to the 

formation of this particular corporation. I think people are skeptical 

of what is going on. No one has seen anything on it. What direction 

has the minister given to the corporation as to the formation of it? 

What type of loan are we giving? 

MR.-DOODY: There were 600 copies of that agreement distributed 

around the province, to mu~icipalities and all interested parties. 

There are lots available if you want a copy. 

MR. WOODWARD: I have not seen them. 

MR. DOODY: He has not? Has he asked? 

MR. WOODWARD: I have not seen any i11formation on it. 

MR. DOODY: Did he ask the department for a copy of the 

agreement? He did not ask me, did he? 

MR. WOODWARD: No I did not ask him. 

MR. DOODY: Okay, I can get him one. 

MR. WOODWARD: Okay. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

On motion 1504-03, carried. 

On motion 1505-01, carried. 

On motion 1506-03 to 1506-10, carried. 

On motion Block Provision Canada Pension Plan, carried. 

On motion Block Provision Unemployment Insurance, carried. 

MR. DOODY: There is one item I think I should mention before 

we close up. There wn11 A lot of t11lk about political patronage here 
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tonight and I thought someone was going to ask me about Newfoundland 

Hardwoods Limited. I just wanted to mention the directors and the 

previou~,last year's ,directors' fees. Financial statements for 

1967-1972 inclusive indicated that $60,000 was paid as directors' 

fees for the fiscal year ending October 31, 1971. Mr. Gordon F. Pushie 

advises that these were the only fees ever paid in the company's 

history and these were divided as follows: (This is an amazing thing 

becauae it was the last year) Mr. Gordon F. Pushie, $10,000; 

Mr. Leslie R. Curtis, $10,000; Mr. Arthur R. Lundrigan, $10,000; 

Mr. Chesley A. Pippy, $10,000; Mr. Donald K. Dawe, $10,000 and 

the manager of the plant who is also a director received the 

dire.:tor's fee. These were the directors' fees for Newfoundland 

Hardwoode. There were sm:ie legal fees paid out there also,from 

1966,to Mr. Donald K. Dawe who was also a director. In 1966 

chere was $1,748; 1967, $1,875; 1968, $5,965; 1969, $5,236; 1970, 

$6,062; 1971, $5,317; 1972, $5,312.paid. I have no doubt that 

Mr. Dawe earned these legal fees. As the hon. member for Bell 

Island said; anything we can do for legal-aid is a step forward 

in Newfoundland." 

I just want to pass this information along because 

I did not want the honourable members of this House to feel that 

we were the only ones who are helping our friends from time to 

time. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL - HEAD III - 301-01. 

011 motion 301-01 through to 301-06, carried. 

MR. MOORES: Mr. Chairman, on this particular vote of 302-01, 

I guess the best thing to do is to wait until 303 comes up to 

discuss this as well. On the Premier's Office, Sir, there is an 

increase in salaries, not as substantial as the one under Executive 

Council Otfice, which I think is the major one to be discussed. It. 
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will require explanation regarding the planning and priorities 

committee, the various secretari_ates in the Treasury Board and 

so on. Regarding the Premier's Office itself,the Department 

of Intergovernmental Affairs has been put under this particular 

vote and that includes at the present time quite a few people who 

had previously been with the ~partment of Community and Social 

Development. This section of the Premier's Office still needs to 

be revamped so to speak because there are quite a few people here 

that moved in from that department. Even though they were probably 

skilled at their function in the previous department, it does not 

necessarily mean that they will be in this one. However the function 

will have to be done. It is a major function. This particular 

group, the group in charge of Intergovernmental Affairs, will 

primarily co-ordinate with . the federal government, the various 

DREE projP.cts,particularly in conjunction and act really as a liaison 

with the line departments. 

I think rather, Mr. Chait"lllan, than carry on with 

any great speeches at this time, I will await the comments of 

the various members of the opposition and try to answer to the 

best of my ability any questions they have regarding this particular 

vote. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, there are a number of points to be 

made with respect to - as the Premier said 302 and 303 are 

not inextricably linked but they are very closely linked. Head 302 

has a fairly significant salary increase in it, 302-01, because 

last year that vote,which was $315,000 in the revised figures ,included 

the infamous Information Newfoundland. Information Newfoundland 

was paid out of that vote last year. We had a substantial supplementary. 

The estimate as presentP.d to the House last year was $221,000. I see 

the ministry estimated, as of the date of the revised estimates, 

$315,000. That is an increase of about $95,000. That in itself is 

significant. Then furthermore.in that money last year there was a 
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director of Information Services; a research officer; a presa .~ 
information officer and there was a communications clerk, all of 

whom are now elsewhere. I think they have been shunted over to 

Supply and Services because Io.formation Newfoundland has failed 

coapletely in its attempt to be a good propaganda organ and has 

been shunted aside. We do not hear very much about Mr. Bulter and 

hi.a people theae days. Anyway there is a significant increase 

there aD.d I voD.der if perhaps the Premier could say a few words 

about it. 

Going down in the salary appendix, Mr. Chairman, we 

have a ·Premier, that is reassuring; a parliamentary assistant, 

that is even more reassuring, four personal assistants at 

$42,800 total. I wonder if the Premier could indicate poBSibly 

which people. When I say political, the stenographers are not 

politicial but the rest of these people are political appointments, 

of course, There are four personal assistants and a total of 

$42,800 is requested. Perhaps he could indicate who these 

people are and how mu.ch each is being paid. There is a press 

secretary at $16,000 and a special assistant at $10,000. 

that is the hon. gentleman from Trinity North. 

MR. MOORES : Green Bay. 

I assume 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh, Green Bay, I am sorry, The hon. gentleman 

from Trinity North is a parliamentary assistant and the hon. gentleman 

from Green Bay is the special assistant. There is a private 

secretary for the Premier. Who is that? 

MR. MOORES: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Miss Ford, 

Miss Ford. Where does Mrs. Nugent - she is the 

personal assistant? 

MR. MOORES: Yea, personal ass~sta?t• 

MR. ROBERTS: We have a director of administration too. That 

aounds like a civil service position. There is a secretary to an 

executive assistant, that is interesting because there is no 
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executive assistant listed. The parliamentary assistant aas 

a secretary: and the special assistant has a secretary. We have 

.a Clerk IV and there are three Clerks III; two Clerk-Stenographers II; 

a Clerk-Typist I and a Mail-Messenger Clerk, There is a substantial 

amount for extra assistance. 

Mr. Chairman, that is a very large amount of money. 

I have not even touched on the Intergovernmental Affairs Division 

which has in it some very high-priced people, I assume these are 

the people to whom the Premier referred • Mr. Peter vanEs and 

Mr. Sametz I think were there. They would be the two, special 

adviser and special co-ordinator, I would like to know who the 

provincial co-ordinator of work programmes is, whatever that 

may be. There is an E~gineer II and an Economist II, Are those 

positions filled and if so by whom? 

Now by means of comparison, Hr. Chairman, I have 

done a little research. I do not have all of the provinces here 

but one might be interested to know for example that in New Brunswick, 

the Premier's Office for this year, the estimates before the House 

there are $187,000 for staff, for salary costs. That is a little more 

than one-half the cost of our Premier's Office here. 

MR. MOORES: That is without the intergovernmental affairs. Ours 

is $187,900 with the -

MR. ROBERTS: It says Premier's personal staff. 

MR. MOORf.S: How much was that again? 

MR. ROBERTS: The figure I have is $187,535. In Saskatchewan the 

information I have is that the Premier's Office is $167,000 and the planning 

and research branch of the N,D,P. Executive Council is another $148,000. 

The total is $315,000. Our comparable total here (it is hard to 

compare it accurately because Treasury Board is included) would be 

substantially higher. In th<! Province of British Columbia, a rather 
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large province, the totnl salary including the Premier's full salary, 

as Premier and as minister, an executive assistant, etc., etc., etc., 

all the.way down
1
including a press secretary at $16,000,is $131,000, 

substantially less than here. That is the Premier's Office in 

British Columbia. 

In Ontario we have the only province really that 

can compare. The information on Ontario,as the Premier's Office 

is defined, is a little under $1 million. It is $995,000, which 

it cost Mr. Davis to maintain the office of the Premier in Ontario 

last year. The personal staff,I ~ ·told of Mr. Davis, as the 

Premier of Ontario or as he would say, the Prime Mi.nister of Ontario -

AN hON. MEMBER: No quorum. 

One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, 

nine, ten - Mr. Chainnan, they really should be in to hear the 

Premier's estimates. I think that is a decency and a courtesy 

they owe their leader. They also owe 1-t to the Premier. Come 

on boys, no cigarettes, no snoozing off. Oh, there they are, 

smiling faces. I do not know where old faithful is. Have we 

a quorum, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

We have a quorum. 

Okay, thank you, Sir. Now as I was saying 

Mr. Davis, the Premier of Ontario,has a staff of about eighty 

people. Ontario is a province of seven million in population. 

their 

We have one-half million. Our Premier's personal staff comes to 

twenty-one or ~~irty-five if one adds in the Intergovernmental 

Affairs Division, If one adds in the whole executive council, it is 

thirty and one hundred and thirty-one, which is one hundred and sixty

six. The Premier of Ontario has eighty on his personal staff and 

our Premier has either twenty-one or thirty. 
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Th~~oint of all this, Mr. Chairman is quite 

simply that the Premier of Newfoundland now has a personal staff 

that is grotesquely swollen. Is there not a quorum again? My 

oratory is repelling. Mr. Chairman, there is no quorum, 

Come on boys! Be in here and hear this now. 

HR. CHAIRMAN: There is a quorum, 

HR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, that is very good. There 

are eighteen members in the House and that means if five leave, 

any five, take your pick, take your card, there is one left, A couple 

of more have drifted in. The point of it is, quite simply, Hr. Chairman, 

in a sentence or two,that the Premier of the Province today has 

a personal staff that is very, very large. I submit it is swollen, 

I think we are being asked to pay too much. I may add that the 

figures I read do not include the chief executive assistant to the 

Premier, as I understand the gentleman will come under the vote a 

little later and is paid out of a head of either professional fees 

or consultants, I am not sure which one. He is paid out of that 

subhead because I gather he has a contract and he is not an established 

civil servant in the sense that these other people are. It is 

very large. I do not agree with it. My colleagues do not agree 

with it, We think it is too large, 

By means of comparison (I have these figures here 

somewhere but I have so many it is hard to tell sometimes) 
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MR. ROBERTS: yes, here we are, in 1969-1970, the salaries 

for the Premier's office amounted to $168,000, these are 

from the estimates. In 1970-1970 they came to $145,000, 

NM - 1 

In 1971-1972 they came to $136,000 for eighteen people. Now 

we are asked to vote, Hr. Chairman, for twenty-one people, 

$187,000, a quite signficant increase, Sir. 

I guess all I can do is make the point. It is not the sort of 

thing that at 3:20 in the morning even I can make great, thundering 

speeches about, I think we are being ill~served, I think it 

is too large and I submit,with all respect to the Premier, I 

do not begrudge him any help at all, that is the Premier's 

prerogative. The Premier of this province has enough to carry 

without having to worry about lack of staff but I think we have 

too many and I think the Premier as a result is ill-served. 

I think the staff is too large. It is lacking in direction, 

and it shows clearly in the position in which the Premier often 

finds himself. 

Now having said that,! guess I should let the Premier say 

a word or two. I suspect he will disagree with me. He cannot 

disagree on the facts because those are facts but he will 

presumably differ on the interpretation I have placed upon them 

and that is the way it tends to be in this business. Just to 

repeat - if the Premier could identify,please>the people (do not 

worry about stenographers and so forth) political people. I think 

we would be interested in seeing who is who down there. 

Are we short a quorum again? Two, four, six, eight, ten, 

eleven and I am twelve -

AN HON, MEMBER: Thirteen, fourteen -

MR. ROBERTS: No, that is not the floor of the House. Looking out 

the window is not the floor of the House anymore than a 

minister is·not a company which he owns, separate things. 

Fourteen,the House of Assembly Act says. 

AN HO~. ~E~ER: Inaudible. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Oh yes unless I leave, sure. 

MR. HICKEY: The honourable gentleman is free to leave. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, I cannot speak if I am not here. Is that not 

right? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: My honourable friend is outside the House, that is 

the bar of the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is a quorum here now. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We need seat belts for 

them. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. I wonder would it be in 

order for the Chair to implore the committee, particularly the 

government side, that we try to keep a quorum in the committee. This 

has been repeated far too many times tonight. I think if the 

honourable gentlemen will put a little effort into it they could 

remain in their seats. 

MR. ROBERTS: I agree with you, Sir, completely and if they had 

a Whip or if their Whipwere here. He has taken leave. Our Whip 

is here. He may be off duty for a few minutes but he is here. 

If the honourable gentlemen want -him to come in and speak for 

a couple of hours,! am sure hP. gladly would on this subhead and 

he would be very entertaining and very eloquent and very effective. 

AN HON. MEMBER: He has gone home. 

MR. ROBERTS: Gone home,has he? Maybe, he may be off duty. 

AN HON. MEMBER: He left word.for you to carry on. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well I hope the minister's estimates ar~ called 

next because we have some special treatment in store for the 

minister, a way to show our affection for him. 

Anyway I think we should hear from the Premier. 

MR. MOORES: Regarding the Leader of the Opposition's remarks 

on this subhead of 302, there is an increase in staff, not as 

substantial as he would have ~s believe. The reason is very simply• 
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MR. MOORES: Mr. Chairman, that a great deal mor~ work is 

being done in that office now by other people, other than the 

Premier, now that my predecessor is no longer there, I do not 

make any claim to being able to make all the decisions or even 

to do all the planning. Unfortunately I am one of these persons 

who have to require assistance for that and in order for that I 

need staff. 

The Information Services, Hr. Chairman, contrary 

to what the Leader of the Oppostion says, is not a_partisan propaganda 

machine, I think they are doing a worthwhile function. I think 

really the only people who could genuinely answer as to if they are 

doing a worthwhile function or not dre the various media outlets. 

As a matter of fact, I think it probably would be very worthwhile 

if they were canvassed and asked candidly if it is a worthwhile 

function or not. 

HR. ROBERTS: What is this? What is this? 

MR. MOORES: Information Services. 

MR. ROBERTS: How about a survey along those lines? 

MR. MOORES: It may be worthwhile. 

The salaries that the Leader of the Opposition requests, 

and I might mention before going into these in detail, that there 

are different functions in this office now than previously -

like the Intergovernmental Affairs group. Also I think there 

is probably more regional repre6entation of the Premier's Office 

throughout the province. 

The key ones that he asked about were the parliamentary 

assistant, which is the member from Trinity North,at $10,000; 

the personal assistant, Mrs. Nugent, Mr. George Hutchings,in 

Corner Brook, Mias Florence Meaney,in Cor~cr Brook,and Mr. Sam 

Dicks,in Grand Falls. These are representative offices of the 

Premier - the Corner Brook office and here. 

Mrs. Nugent, this office, is $42,800, Do you want a breakdown 
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MR. MOORES: of each of these? 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes. They are political appointments, are they 

not? 

MR. MOORES: Yes. Mr•• Nugent is $8,000; Mr. Hutchings 

is $15,000; Hrs. Meaney is $7,800; and Mr. Dicks is 

$12,000; Press Secretary, Mr. Korba! is $16,000, Special 

Assistant,the Member for Green Bay,is $10,000; Private Secretary 

to the Premier, Miss Ford, is $8,900; the Director of Administration 

has not been filled as yet. This will be recruited on the advice 

of Mr. Channing, the Executive Clerk of the Council,who is now 

with the Planning Secretariat,, reporting through the Premier's 

Office as well. 

A DirFctor of Administration will be required but that 

positio_n has not been filled. The secretary to the Executive 

Assistant is Mrs. Pottle,who is the secretary to Dr. Peters, The 

secretaries to the parliamentary assistants are Mrs. Barbour 

and Miss Whelan. 

MR. ROBERTS: These are civil servants, I am not interested in 

these. 

HR. MOORES: Regarding the rest in the civil service,that probably 

takes all of them, except for the crvil service itself, bringing it 

to a total of $187,900 . 

It is interesting to note that the Leader of the Opposition 

mentioned New Brunswick is $187,~35, There is not really that 

much difference whP.n one considers the various people there are 

out there. 

The Intergovernmental Affairs Department,which makes up the 

balance of the $354,000, Mr. van Es,and if you want me to read all 

these names I will gladly do so. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

HR. MOORES : ------
HR. ROIi ERTS: 

I am interested only in the top three or four I think. 

Mr. van Es is $38,662. 

That has been in the press recently. 
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MR. MOORES: Mr. Sametz is $29,200; Provincial co-ordinator of 

work programmes - Mr. Alec Stacey. who came from Economic 

Development,at $15,575; the Engineer, Class II,is Mr. Barfoot, 

at $10,546. Probably the other major one here is -

MR. ROBERTS: Statistician or economiat or something? 

MR. MOORES: He is Engineer II, that is what he ia referred to as 

MR . ROBERTS: Is there not an economist listed? 

MR. ROORES: Economist II is vacant, to be recruited in this group. 

MR. ROBERTS: There is a Director of Administration. 

MR. MOORES: Director of Administration, that also is vacant and 

the salary has been included ther~. The other on@ of any 

significance is Accountant Humber II who is Mr. B. Foley. 

MR. ROoERTS: Well again those are public servants, are they 

not? 

MR. MOORES: They are all public servants. ves. V-vP.ryone on that 

list is a public servant. 

In that regard, Mr. Chairman, the Intergovernmental Affairs 

Department which I will admit is not finalized in that it has 

not been streamlined for the function which it was set up for, with 

the restructuring and the Planning and Priorities Committee operational 

as it is, with the Industrial Development and the Minister for 

Industrial Development,who is going to assist in co-ordinating the 

various OREE programmes,which he has been doing to date. that 

particular area has not been, as I say, streanlined but these 

are the positions that will be required to be filled, irrespective 

of wbo fills them. 

MR.ROBERTS: (302-02-01) Mr. Chairman, maybe we should take all of 

these votes, if you wish, together. The travelling seems to be 

up substantially - $31,000,the estimated expenditure for the 

year ended a fortnight ago, up to $50,000 this year. I know 

that covers a lot of people, The Premier may indicate what that 

is about. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Also, professional fees are up. I would like him 

to indicate what th.ii: is for, please ,and consultants, I 11ould like 

him to indicate what the 1110ney was spent on last year and why 

he is asking $200,000 this year. 

MR. MOORES: Mr. Chairman, the expenses for travelling have 

gone up by $18,500,mainly because the Intergovernmental Affairs 

people will be, by definition,travelling more than the Information 

Services,which was what boosted it last year. I think that 

is a fairly reasonable increase. 

The professional fees are Dr. Peters who is at $36,000 and 

Professor Whelan who has been seconded from the university 

for one year at $26,000. 

MR. ROBERTS: Was that the salary he was getting at the university, 

by the wayf 

MR. MOORES: Yes, as far as I know, it is exactly the same. It 

is $26,000, and he is doing this report on municipal affairs 

as well as assisting in the restructuring programme itself. 

MR. ROBERTS: Any renegotiation of the Chief Executive 

Assistant's salary? 

MR. MOORES: No more renegotiations as far as I know. 

MR. ROBERTS: The Minister of Justice could speak ;tbout that. 

MR. MOORES: Yes. He would rather not. 

The consultants' figure is one that came fr0111 actually 

the Department of Community and Social Development which had 

had ongoing studies, I am sure the honourable member for White 

Bay South is familiar, St. John's Urban Region Study, 

$111,900. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is the one that was presented the other 

day, is it not? 

MR. MOORES: Yes and that is still.outstandin~. the New 

Brunswick Research and rroc!uctivlty Research Council, Fogo 

Island Study - $5,500; Patter~on Planning, Grand Falls -

Wln,hior Local C:ovl•rnnu•nt Study - $11.500; the InAtitnte of Social 
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MR. MOORES: and Econpmic Research Manpower nnd Study - $30,000; 

the Insitutue of Social and Economic Research, Newfoundland 

Consumption Patterns - $12,500 and the William S. Brown 

Associates plan for Grand Falls Primary School - $2,400. 

These were ongoing contracts that had been let quite

some time ago. 

MR. ROBERTS: My whizzing brain was not adding up all those 

things. Is that roughly the $200,000, or does the Premier 

envisage that he will be making further studies this year? 

MR. MOORES: No, that is the $200,000. 

MR. ROBERTS: You see I did not total them as I went. the Premier 

had somebody total them for him. 

MR. MOORES: Any other studies will be under some other department 

I assure you. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well there are no two other places to put them. 

The only two amounts to be paid out of (03) are Dr. Peters 

and Dr. Whelan, is that correct? 

MR. MOORES: That is correct. 

On motion Head 302, carried. 

HR. ROBERTS: (303-02-04) I just do not understand. What are the 

Planning Task Force expenses? There are any number of salaries 

that we voted without any problem, they are very high but I 

suppose that is one thing the present administration have 

achieved, it has given a lot of people a lot of raises but 

what is $25,000 to be spent on Planning Task Force under 

expenses for? 

MR. MOORES: This particular vote, Mr. Chairman, primarily 

covers consultant fees and the cost of special studies and 

temporary staff to assist the various task forces. The planning 

task forces that have been set up (I have a copy of them here). 

There is, as the honourable Leader of the Opposition I think is 

aware, representation from OREE and al liccl departments in Ottawa 
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MR. MOORES: as well ~s provincial members on these task forces 

and the '··r.-icult11ral ro~r~unitv f1l'Vcl,,nrient Rcsettl<•T"rnt 

Actually there are nineteen 

of them altogether which I will gladly table if it is of any 

interest,with the various personnel that make up the various 

committees. 

It is really out-of-pocket, not out-of-pocket but $25,000 

to cover any consultants that are required to assist the task 

force, All the work has been voluntary pretty well in this 

regard. It is there as a contingency in case it is required 

in the total confirmation. 

MR. ROBERTS: Okay that takes care of that. 

(303-02-08) Mr. Chairman, maybe I am out of computer time, 

perhaps we may be given some details. 

MR. MOORES: This vote is to cover the rental of services and 

facilities of the Newfoundland and Labrador Computer Services 

because it was felt that with not only compiling each planning 

committee itself but also the very definite need for computer 

services once the tota.lsof the task force committee are starting 

to be compiled in an overall package as to one document and actually 

putting it into implementation, it was felt that this particular 

amount would be required for computer services. He are hopinp: it 

will be less but in order to cover it we put that amount in 

MR. ROBERTS: Could the Premier indicate to us, Mr. Chainuan, when 

we may expect results of all these planning task forces and 

also how we may expect them? Will there be a document such 

as the Government of Manitoba recently produced which will take -

well what I have to say about it,I will say when and if it comes 

out. 

MR. MOORES: Mr. Chairman. only too gladly. It is hoped now 

that the bulk of the reports will be in by the end of May, that 

is the final reports. We will hav~ the interim reports in by 

the end of this month,with any luck. 

t.734 



April 12, 1973 Tape No. 1200 NM - 9 

MR. MOORES: There are two committees that project into July 

but the balance should be all in and should be completed by 

the end of May. Now as I have said, the involvement in these 

particulat-c0111111ittees has been DREE officials pretty well on them 

all and the allied departments pretty well on them all and 

considerable imput locally from citizens in the coI1D11unity, 

like Dr. Harris, Dr. George Storey, people of that sort.who 

have added tremendously to it. 

Now the procedure is that the couanittees will bring in their 

report and this will be referred to the planning and priorities 

committee for what will be the priorities of the government -

Afl HON. MEMBER: That is the cabinet. 

MR. MOORES: The cabinet sub-co1111Dittee for priority discussion 

and then approval by cabinet. 

Now in the meantime, together with the DREE officials_ 

and I spoke to Mr. ~amieson about this when I was in Ottawa, 

we will be compiling the total document actually in three 

stages; the idea, what we possibly can obtain and what we 

realistically can expect to get. 

Now having said that here,we have to decide which goes 

in what, what the priorities of the-government are aoing to 

be and what fiscal fl~xihility we are going to have in another 

year. Anyway the document will be -

MR. ROBERTS: If the Premier has ulcers now,he is going to have 

ulcers on his ulcers. 

MR. MOORES: The document will be made available to the Leader 

of the Opposition as soon as it is ready. 

MR. ROBERTS: All I can say is that I shall read it with great 

int@rest. 

MR. MOORES: So shall I. 

MR. ROBERTS: Even with more interest I shall await the publication 

of the results of the cogitations because i:he - well I will not say 
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MR. ROBERTS: it then,but if the Minister of Finance thinks he 

has a problem now, the expectations of the people of this 

province , I can assure the Premier and the members of the 

committee, Mr. Chairman, that that is minor, that is a molehill 

compared to the mountain that will result when this exercise 

is completed. 

But there will be loads of time to discuss that, loads 

of time yet. I mean this is not the time nor the place to go 

ahead with it. There will be time. I look forward to getting 

the docU111ent. 

MR. MOORES: I would just like to say one thing, Mr. Chairman, 

to pay tribute to the people who have done a tremendous amount of 

work on this planning. I am surelthis is certainly not a partisan 

remark) there has been a tremendous amount of free time by 

civil servants and by people in the community and from Ottawa 

as well for that matter. There is going to be a tremendous amount 

of effort go into this. It is going to take a tremendous amount 

of time to compile it and put it together. Hopefully it will be 

a document ,that will benefit the province for many years to come 

and not just the life of this particular session. 

On motion Head 303, carried. 

On motion Premier's Office carried: 

DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION AND RECREATION: 

MR. ROBERTS: If we are going to close the estimates tonight, 

as the rumor is, as long as they have been tabled we will read 

it tomorrow. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Honourable members across the House have been 

apparently talking to the Premier. 

Mr. Chairman, .I do not have any opening statement of any magnitude. 

lf anybody has any questions on the estimates I would be pleased 

to answer them. 

MR. ROTIERTS: The minister apparently has - has he an executive 

assistant? 

MR. ROUSSEAlJ : No . 4736 
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MR. ROHRRTS: Are there plans to hire one? There •re 

hundreds of people In Labrador West quiverinR with anticipation. 

MR. ROt:SSEJ\U: 1'hrre are not ri~ht now. There is a possibility 

one may be hired. 

MR. WM. ROWE: The money is in thete though for one. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The magnanimous Mlnister of Finance put it in 

when l mentioned I might want one. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is awfully decent of the Finance Minister. 

Really you know, leaving aside the question of whether 

or not there should be a department, and this is not the place 

to debate that - no it is not, we put a bill through the House. 

lt was like all these other restructuring bills - froufrou. 

The only items falling under the minister I think that 

are worth any real discussion, there may be some questions 

on homes for special care and the Hoyles Home and Harbour Lodge 

the Childrens' Home, and the Boys' Home and Training School, 

and the Girls' Home and Training School but those are all ongoing 

programmes and I would ask the minister whether there are any 

significant changes planned in any of them this year - well 

are there or,I mean is it just the ongoing programme? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The ongoing situation. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well I mean that is straightforward. They have been 

ongoing for years and we need more in everything and that is it. 

Recreation and sports and then of course my friend from 

Labrador North will have I am sure a few words to say when we come 

to the Labrador services section of the subhead. 

Really the only question I have on recreation and sports 

services, Mr. Chairman, is this: There is a statement, I think 

it is in the Budget Speech or in one of the innumerable supplements 

to the Budget.which goes to the effect that nothing is to be dnne 

this year except that which has already been coJTDDitted or announced -

I am not sure which. 

I wonder if the minister could tell us. Ile must have a list 
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MR. ROBERTS: there of the projects which are to be funded this 

year by the recreation and sports thing, a fair amount of 

money involved, ~r. Chairman, about $880,000 ~n capital and 

about $520,000 on current account, maybe the minister could 

indicate what is going to be done this year because there 

are a lot of people expecting a lot of things this year and 

you know - are they going to get them? It is a good time 

to find out. 

Hold on, that is two, four - there is no quorum. Really, 

Mr. Chairman, I mean - no the member for St. John's South 

does not make a quorum. He helps. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: All right t~en,get in here then. If they want 

some.thing to eat, let them eat but not on our time. There is 

a quorum. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We have a quorum. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is very reassuring, Mr. Chairman. Anyway now 

that I have set the stage for the minister he is on. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Would he rather I do this under the subhead or 

does he want me to do it now? 

MR. ROBERTS: Well,I mean I am easy, why do we not get it over with. 

It is painless. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Okay! There was a statement in the Budget to the 

effect th,,t no new capital commitments will be undertaken and 

I would like to explain that statment if I may. 

I spent quite a bit of my time.since December l, attempting 

to clear up the situation with regard to the actual cormnitment 

on capital that we have now. 

MR. ROBERTS: Is that where the honourable gentleman took over 

the programme from the gentleman from St. John's North, last 

Dccemher7 

~l~.J~ ll.:.'.S.Ef~- You know I h11vl'l tu Jefend the honourable gentleman 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: from St. Jc,hn'i:; NCJrth and the hcn,>urable gentleman 

who preceded him in the fact that a department as large as 

the Department of Education cannot adequately care for a division 

such as Physical Education and Youth. I think that probably 

this is the problem. The minister was llllable to stay on top 

of the programme to the extent that it now can be and we -

MR. ROBERTS: I agree with that statement. The then minister 

was quite unable to stay on top of it. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: And _the many ministers before, regardless of 

who it was. The department was just too large to concentrate on 

this division, as a result, we have a number of commitments 

which I am sure all honourable members in this House, in every 

district, appreciate. So what we are trying to do in the 

department,in the capital expenditures ,is to attempt to find 

out which commitments we have that are definite commitments and 

which we will be fulfilling this year. 

Now I have a report here that -

·MR. ROBERTS: Read it or at least the list. 

MR. RuUSSEAU: Well let me put it this way, if the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition would be satisfied, right now we prepared 

a list of the commitments which we think we have. We, as a 

division, intend to have a meeting within the next week or so to 

define which ones are actual commitments and which ones are not 

and then determine from that the capital com~itments that we will go 

ahead with. I would be more than pleased to table it to the 

House at that time. 

Right now,if I read them out~ might read one that may not 

be a definite commitment which may not go ahead. But I would 

undertake to table this as soon as it becomes available if 

the honourable Leader of the Opposition is satisfied with that. 

MR. ROBERTS·: Well I am not pai;ticularly satisfied with that, 

Mr. Chairman. The minister is here asking for $1.4 million. He 

mu~t have somethinP, in mind and I can assure him, I think he knows 
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MR. ROBERTS: well that there are many, many people - for example, 

is the stadium goinJr ahead in Windsor this year, in Bishop Falls, 

in Badger? I mean the minister; he knows they want some money, 

$18,000 or $20,000 to put lights or ice or something in 0 I forget 

the details. Maybe the House will still be in session a week from 

now, this ridiculous bit we are on, but maybe we will .not be in 

session a week from now, I do not know, but if the minister 

could let us in on some of the secrets he has in his blue book 

over there. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: They are not secrets, the specific questions, 

For exampl~, the Bishop Falls' stadium is going ahead, the 

Windsor stadium is going ahead, depending on the ability of the 

people involved in Windsor or in any other project of this nature 

that is a relatively new project in providing us with the information 

as to where the remainder of the financial resources are coming from. 

For example, should a stadium cost in the vicinity of let us 

say, $300,000 and the community was eligible for $180,000, which 

is $150,000 plus the equipment grant, then we would want to know 

before we gave any money to this coir.munity where the other $120,000 is 

coming from. In the case of many of the new ones now that have 

been approved within the past year, these will go on as scheduled, 

there is no problem there at all. There will be no new ones undertaken. 

If the leader should want me to go through the list, I shall 

go through the list. 

MR. ROBERTS: I think it would- be a useful exercise really. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well 1973-1974, I must stress that these are 

not what I know to be totally committed. In other words there may 

be some question, it may be a political commitment, it may be a 

conunitment that the people have had and they do not intend to go 

ahead with becauHe there 1e not enough funds to complete it. There 

could he nny numbur of rc•ar:oni1,110 this ia merely a tentative list, 

IIAIICEH: Hc-covtin·d recr~ut 1onal complex - $25,000; which is 

part of an ongolnR p1·ogramme; Bay Rc,bcrts Cti.tral Sports 
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Commission - $1,000, that is one payment; Bay Roberts Swimming 

Pool - $12,500 which is part of an ongoing commitment; 

Burin Playground and Soccer Pitch - $3,000, that is ongoing. 

two more years, at $3,000. 

~741 



April 12, 1973, Tape 1201, Page l -- apb 

more years at $3,000. Bale Verte,s~ecl and metal stadium $30,000. 

That is three more years nayment on a commitment that was 

previously started. Bay nulls, rec.reation facility, once,$5,000 ••• 

'MR. ROBF.RTS: 'What sort of facility would that be? 

~- ROUSSEAU: That would be a general recreational facility, a 

youth club or playing club or sports field or anything of that 

nature. Bay L'Arrent, outdoor rink~$3,000,one payment. Bell 

Island, repairs to the arena over there which we undertook last 

year,$16,000. Bishops Falls, $6,000. Botwood, extension to the 

stadium,$22,500, which is part of an on-going commitment. Brigus 

Gullies, swimming pool,$2,000,once. Come by Chance, a sports field 

$7,000,once. Corner Brook Ski Club, extend facilities,$5,000,with 

two more. years to run. Corner Brook, Humber r.ardens,$30,000,an 

on--going commitment. Carhonear, , ice arena and swimming pool. There 

is a commitment down there that we are negotiating with now with 

regard to the actual amount of the commitment. They have received 

$30,000 in the past year. Chapel ~rm, swimming pool,$750.00,one 

payment. 

This is done normally in conjunction with the officials 

of the department who go out. Colliers, softball diamond,$3,000. 

Conche, sports facilities, hockey, soccer, softball,$4,500. Comfort 

Cove, playground and rink,$2,400. That is part of an on-goinp,, two 

more years after this year. Codroy Valley, playr.round,$5,200 and 

three more years to follow this one. r.reston North, pl~ygrounrl,Sl,000. 

That is finished this year. Now this may have been two or three years 

on the go. This may he the final payment or it ~ay be the initial 

payment,! do not know,to he perfectly frank, with all of them. Dark 

Cove,r.amho, ball field,$2,000. Dunville, playground-sports field, 

$11,000,that is once. Enp;lee, outdoor sports complex,$·3,000 and two 

more years to run. Eddies Cove F.ast, outdoor rink,$2,000,once. Fox 
) 

Cove, community park,$3,000,once. 
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MR. POHF.RTS: Whn t? 

~ • JlOUSSEAU: Fox Cove. 

~- ROBF.PTS· Lock's Cove? 

}'R.. P.Ot'SSEAU · 

"'4R • JU)BERTS · 

1-'R. ROl:SF.AU: 

MR. ROBF.RTS: 

?-IR.. ROUSSEAU· 

MR. P.OBERTS: 

West District. 

Fox C'ove. 

L-o-c-k-'s? 

No, F-o-x I have here. 

Oh, Fox Cove, in Burin? 

Burin? Cut it out, take it out. 

Fox Cove,down by Mortier, is it not? It is in Placentia 

It is down near Burin. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Fortune, soccer pitch and playground,$1,400 and two 

more years to go. Fleur de Lys, sports field,$3,300. Fermeuse, 

playground and field,$3,500,once. Flatrock, swimming pool1 $7,500,once. 

Grand Bank, soccer pitch,$5,000,two more years to ~o. Grand Falls 

p,oLf course,$50,000,and two more years to go, 

1-fR. ROBERTS: $50,000 for r.rand Falls,for a golf course? 

~- ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

}ffi. ROBERTS· And $50,000 next year and $50,000 the yeAr after? 

}ff:?. llOll~SEAU: No, 1ust once more. 

~- ROBERTS: Once more? 

f"R. llOUSSF.AU: Yes. 

?'R. P~BERTS: Can the minister tell us how much has gone into that 

already? 

1-'R.. POUSSEAt': 

t-'ll. ROBF.RTS : 

I think there was a coll'.ll1itment for $150,000. 

How much? I find it hard to be indignant at this hour 

but, how much? $150,l'OO is going to a golf course in r.rand Falls? 

$50,000 this year and $50,000 next year? 

~ .. :.~.2.!L~!P= $50,000 for three years. 

1-!R . ROBERTS: $150,000 in all is to go in? 

YT'. POJH'.RT!':: ~,'hy is th.,t? ) 

UR. Rf1HSSF.Atr: One second now. 
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1-fR. FOBERTS: That is a private course, ~r. Chaim.an. That is not 

even a public course. That is owned by- the Grand Falls r.olf Cl11b 

or whatever. 

AN HON. t~ER: That is a DREE project. 

MR. ROBERTS: It is not a DREE project. It was a LIP project, the 

gentleman from Grand Falls - I am sorry, it was not even LIP, it was 

a federal winter works loan project and they made a mess of it. 

AN HON. ~EHilER: It was a Liberal project. It was on the list you left. 

MR. ROBERTS: It was not a Liberal project, f,fr. Chaiman. Anything 

may have been on the list but it certainly was not implemented, Will 

the minister confinn that $150,000 has gone to a private golf club? 

Will he go on~ Is this the policy now? Can anybody who wants to start 

a private golf club come forward? 

HON. F.D.MOORES: It was a verbal commitment. 

~. ROBERTS: By '1->hom? 

MR. 'MOORES· (Inaudible) 

MR. ROBERTS: No way. No way. It may have been made by an official 

but it was never made by a minister. 

AN HON. r,<Er,fBER: During the election campaign,hy the candidate. 

MP .• ROBEFTS: The candidate out there, not our candidate but another 

party may have made that commitment. That is a thundering outrage. 

I do not blame the minister, he inherited it. 

MR. ROCSSEAU: One second now, the minister inherited nothing. The 

minister is responsible for anything that is going on in the minister's 

department. 

MR. ROBERTS: I know. That is what we all say and we all believe but 

I mean, the minister did not start that project. Expound upon it eh? 

~(R. ROUSSEAU: The Leader of the Opposition catches Me with my file 

on the third floor. 

"'1R. ROBFRTS: I am heartbroken. 

r.ood! Fxcellent! I p.oofed but I will look into it 

and I nm pr~pnr~d to tahle the infomation for the honourable the Leader 
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of thr Ofl'flon1tlnn. 

'r,il.J,, wli:I_J: lnformntlnn? 

)VF. Plllf~iSF/IP: On th<• <:rnncl Pnl IR r.ol f c:ouritf:'. 
~ -- - -- - ·· 4 

~fR. ROIWPTS: Whnt on? 

On the financial commitment. 

MR. ROBERTS· What I want to know - if the minister does not have it 

he does not have it. You would think when a minister comes for his 

estimates- the minister is doinp, very well, he has a lot of information, 

but you would think he would come prepared. 

MR. WOODWARD: You would think the ~inister of Finance would let him 

get his file at least. 

!'R. CPO SR If.: 

MR. POBEPTS: 

I am being attacked. I am being attacked, ~r. Chairman. 

The fact remains, not only is it a lot of money, it is 

the largest single amount the minister has read up until now, $50,000 

in one year of a three year grant. It is surely the first time that a 

private facility has ever been given this sort of money and I think the 

House is entitled to a full explanation of it. 

I went into it last ~'arch in some detail, I had reason to. 

Relying on meMory - could we keep it down to a dull roar, Sir? 

!-'R. CHAIP!'.AN (STAr.C): If honourable members will permit. The 

honourable the Leader of the Opposition has the right to be heard 

in silence. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: 

t"R • ROBERTS : 

EY.cuse me'. ~ay I? 

You have some information? 

~- ROUSSEAV: Yes. 

MR. POEERTS· Cani ahead. 

~IP.. ROVSSF.AT!:_ I have mentioned that these are things that we have 

down. This application here has further information on the back. 

I just received this yesterday, so I have not had a chance to look at 

it. 

~ • 'P(IJ\f.PTS: Read on. 

1-'P. P()ITSSF.All: The word here is, development; additional nine holes 

and T h;ive hPrc> "turned dmrn. •· "The ministr.r come unprc-pared ;md is 
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caup.ht with his !"ants do~m~hut the minister is prepared to table the 

information on the golf course at Grand Falls for the Leader of the 

Opposition. Otherwise we have to •.• 

?-'R. P.OBERTS: I cannot press it any further if the man be without the 

information. Mr. Chairman, he does not have it here, he does not have 

it. There. is no point in my saying anything more about it, except 

to indicate the sort of thing I would like when he does table it. I 

would like to know what commitment was made. As I recall it, a 

commitment may have been made by an official. I think this pro1ect 

was on a list that had been prepared by the officjals for the Liberal 

Ad~inistration, for the cabinet .•. 

~- ROUSSEAU: I have that list here. 

HR. ROBF.RTS: Of a way to spend seven, ei~ht or ten millions that 

came from Ottawa or was to come from Ottawa. A loan. It was never 

approved by cabinet, it never came to cabinet. I do not believe, even 

when there was a cabinet committee, that it went to the cabinet 

committee. It will be all in the files. Perhaps the minister could 

dig that out and perhaps he would let us know. As he will recall, the 

issue became rather an interesting one during the election of Yarch 

1972. There was some discussion of it in Grand Falls, some discussion 

of which I had a small part. At that time we were told that it was 

entirely a federal loan,and there were attempts to blame it on us. 

Could the minister table what he has, a full statenent of 

this rather troubled pro.1ect? I hope he has interpreted correctly 

when he says it has been turned down, because wt· ••. 

?-'R. ROTTSSEAU: I say that thi.s is hack here 0 I have to check. 

MR. ROBERTS: I realize that the ~inister is bein~ very good about 

giving us some information, it is most interesting but I really hope 

it is turned down because, with the needs we have in Newfoundland now 

for recreational fflcilities,(it ill becoming the thin~. everyone wants 

and should have facilities) for us to lash out $150,000 over three 

years to put an extra nine holes.· that is about sixteen or seventeen 

thousand dollars a hole, that is very holey, to lash out so a bunch 
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of people in r.rand Falls can play golf. That is all it is. lt 

is not a public club. There is no public p.olf course in Newfoundland. 

l-'aybe we shoul d have one, that would have some merit. People in 

Gander have been trying for years to get a bit of a golf course 

going. I do not know how many there are in the province. There is 

one in Labrador West, there is one in Harmon, there is one in Goose 

Bay, there is the Bally Haly Club here, the Blomidon in Corner 

Brook. I mentioned the one at Harmon that the Americans left there, 

out on the spit,between the harbour and the bay,and there is one at 

Grand Falls. That is it, is it not? The one at Harbour Crace did 

not come off. 

AN HON. l-!EM3ER : It should have. 

1-11) •• ROBERTS: No, a lot of other things .•• 

AN HON. nJfRF.J>: (Inaudible) 

'MR. ROBERTS: No, I have no need for any land in Harbour Grace for 

golf. I submit that it is outrap,eo·us and if it is not turned down it 

should be turned down. Everyday I am sure the minister lu>s delegations 

wacking in looking for money and they are p,oinp, tobe most upset if they 

do not get what they want and I suspect not everybody is going to get 

what he wants out of this business, if $150,000 is committed to a 

private - r.olf is one thinp;. I h:1ve un<lerstood the p;ame of p,olf ..• 

1'~. ROUSSF:AU: The request was for $100,000 not $150,000. 

MR • T!OBERTS: I cannot understand golf. A lot of people play it but 

to me it is big men with a big stick hittinp; a little ball. I do not-

MR. P.ot1SSEAU: 

"-fP . • POBERTS : 

It is a beautiful .p;ame. 

The minister may think it is a beautiful ~:'!lTle but_ 

So does the Speaker. 

-..'R. noonv: It is a way to spoil a good walk. 

!'R. POBF.'P.TS: Yes, it is a way to apoil a p.ood walk. If you want to 

go for a walk, go for a walk. If you want to go lie about on the p,rass, 

then lie about on the p,rass. I mean, all this talk about sticks and 

balls and thinps, really, with th~ needs we have in Newfoundland today 

in recn,:ition, T think the minister would :ir:ree with me that to lash 
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anything into a r,olf baby.and there may well be a case for that hut 

a private golf club. I would submit without any offence to wl10ever 

may be the members of the ~olf cluh in r.rand Falls, that they are 

not on the- dole. r.olf tends to be a wealthy man's sport in this 

province.-(mayhe elsewhere but in this province) and if they want an 

extra nine holes so that they can chase their little ball that much 

further and hit it that much further, then I think they can pony up 

the cash themselves and pay it off themselves. 

AN HON. ?"EMBER: 

golfer. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

You do not realize that the Chairman is an ardent 

Is the ChaiI'l!lan an ardent golfer? He has many failings, 

that is one more. I cannot help it if he P,ets his kicks out of hitting 

little balls that cannot hit back. That is his problem not mine. The 

fact remains, Mr. Chairman, I submit it is a bad use of money. I do 

hope that it is turned down by t.he r,overnment. If it is not turned 

down it should be and if it has been p,ranted it should be ungranted. 

It is one thing for the Grand Falls club to borrow it from Ottawa, that 

is problem enough.and the minister may deal with that in the statement 

he has promised us. That is a loan. What they are now talking of is 

grants and part of the statement should be - they are talking grants. 

I am not saying that they are r,oing to get them. 

MP.. ROUSSEAU: 

}'R. ROBERTS: 

Right. 

I said they are talking. I think the whole sordid 

story,(sordid is too strong a word) the whole intriguing mess should be 

laid out in all its izlory, all nine holes of it,so we can have a look 

at it. First of all, did th·ey get a loan? Why? If not, (the sir.ht 

of the }'inister of Justice eating that sandwich is just too much) why 

not? (He looks like ~arlon Brando in the "Godfather, 

AN H0N. !T.}!BER: "The Last Tango." 

!-fR. ROBERTS: ··The Last Tango.'' Has the l'lintster seen "The Last Tango?" 

!-'R. lnCIO'AN: No. 

1--fP. J?OBF.RTS: l!as the }linister of Industrial seen it? Does he 

recommend it? 
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MR. nooDY: Not allowed to. 

f-"P.. P.ORERTS: ~Tot allow~d to? 

MF.. DOODY: It is not in the index. 

r.fR. ROBF.RTS: Well, I will give it my imprimatur and the Premier 

will give it an nihil obstat. They do not use that any more, Mr. 

Chairman. r think there are a few nihil obstats around here and a 

few will-nots too but I 8lll not allowed to define what a will-not is, 

not in parliamentary terms. Some honourable gentleman opposite 

would classify as will-nots. ~y friend from Labrador North knows 

what I mean. 

~- noonv: Onnu,HblP.) 

I'll. P.Oflf:ltT~: Out,dde th11 committer T would t~ll the ministrr. I 

cannot 1111y much morf'! on 1 t. TIie ni1ni11ter 1111y11 thnt hf'! will p:ive us 

a full statement on it, maybe he will deal with these points. 

~- ROUSSEAU: I Hant to reiterate again that these are ones where - -
we are trying to determine which commitments have been made and which 

ones have not been committed. Harbour Grace Lion's Club,a playground, 

$15,000. Harbour Deep,a sports field,$3,000. Hampton, outdoor rink 

$2,550. Holyrood, basketball court,$1,000. Jackson's Arm, sports 

complex,$2,000. King's Point, community centre,$3,000. Lawn, soccer 

pitch and sports field,$1,000. Lethhridge, recreation centre,$8,000. 

Lord's Cove, recreation field,$4,000. Lush's Bight - Beaumont, skating 

rink,$4,500. Musgrave Harbour, sports complex $3,000. Min~•s Bight, 

playP,round and rink.$1,000. Mount Carmel, recreational facilities 

$12,500. Marystown, little league basel-all_ $4,500, 1(arystown Youth 

Centre, Sl2,000. Yarysvale, playground and sports field,$1,900. 

Musii:rave Town, playground,~8,500. ?-!ewtown, Bonavista Bay, outdoor ice 

rink,$2,500. Norris Point, playground and swimmin~ pool,$6,000. 

Norman's Cove, outdoor rink,$9,200. Northeastern Pecreation Association, 

$5,000 .•• 

so~ HON. PF.MBERS: (Ina11d1hle) 

Order please! 

]AP.. ROT'SSE.AU: $11,500 for North Harhour, Placentia Bay, outdoor rink. 

Pl::ite Cove F.:ist, rep::iirs to swimminr. pool,SJ,OflO. Plate Cove West, 
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swimming pool and rink,$1,000, Pouch Cove, sports field,Sl6,<100. 

Paradise Piver, play?,round,$750.00. Port Anson, playground.$1,420. 

Port P.ope Simpson, outdoor rink,$2,500. Port Kirwan, outdoor rink, 

$1,500. Port t:nion, recreation area,$4,0'10. Postville, swiMT11ing 

pool,$1,000. Ramea, playp,round and field,$6,000. Riverhead, Harbour 

C:race, playground,$3,500. Rushoon, swimmin~ pool,$10,300. 'Penews, 

outdoor swimming pool,~1,200. St. John's Boys Club, indoor pool, 

$25,000. St. Lawrence, recreation centre,SS0,000. St. Shotts, 

soccer and sports field,$3,500. Stephenville Curling Club,$7,500. 

St. Anthony, playground,$1,000. Twillinpate, recreation centre, 

$23,000. Upper Island Cove, swi=ing pool,S6,000. Victoria Cove -

Wing Point, playing field, $5,500. Virgin Arm, outdoor rink,$500.00. 

Wild Cove, outdoor rink,$900.00. Wedgewood Park, indoor pool,$4,000. 

Pasadena - Midland, playground $10,500. Clarenville, improvement to 

stadium,$6,000. Deer Lake, improvement to stadiu~,S30,000. r.ander, 

improvement to stadium,$32,000. Grand Falls, improvement to stadium, 

$36,000. Harbour r.race, improvement to sta~ium,$13,500. Happy Valley, 

the new stadium there,$36,000, Lewisporte,$36,000. These are all 

on-going capital. 

Stephenville, repairs to stadium,$16,000. Sprin~dale, 

the new stadium,$36,000. Wabush, new stadium ... 

1-IR. ROBERTS: Like a drop of water? A drop of water for the minister? 

}IR. ROUSSF.AU: No. I am okay. You missed that one. Wabush, new 

stadium,$30,000. 

AN HON. !-'F.'<tlf.~: 

r.fl'.. ROl'S SF.AU: 

MR. ROBF.FTS: 

~~. "P.OJTSSFft.U: 

How much? $30,0001 

$3~,000 actually, they have a mistake here. 

That is the first year, is it? 

YP.s. They had it hefore but they did not use it. They 

had the letter fron the previous Premier but they did not use it. They 

were wnitini:t to nef?oth,te with the Ho.bush >Aines for an equal amount. On 

a dollar for dollar h;isis WP approved the application. 

~!R. ROJH"'.RTS: ll;ivc- 1-Jah11sh ••ines come throur.h with this? 
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~'_P~::_Y_Q_l~SSF.~U_: _ We 11.re wnltinit for Wnhush t-linc.-11 to comr throu~h 

now. We crrt:dnly hopt' thnt thC'y will. The minister and the 

community nrP. c<'rtn1nly hopeful, becnuee the fncilities in Lnhrador 

City now were completely huilt without ~overnment funds. They are 

not nearly enough to facilitate the total c0111J11unities, both of 

the!!). 

Windsor, new stadium,$36,000. In these, for example, 

the Windsor people will have to show us where the remainder of the 

money is cOT'ling from on their total. This comes to a total of a 

little over $1 million. We have to determine which one of these are 

legitimate and which ones are not. t,lost of them will be. We have 

to know which ones were committed. Host of them are and we have to 

determine which. 

MR. ROEERTS: I thank-

!-fR. W~DWA_P_Il_:_ (Inaudible) 

~. ROBERTS: I am sorry, 

MR. WOODWARD: What was the amount? 

'1-'R. ROBF.RTS: He said a little over a million. ---------
MR. F.Ol'SSEAU: Yes, which is a little more than $925,000. 

Ml. ROBERTS· I thank the minister. It is going to take a little 

while for him to get this completed I r,uess (a week he mentioned 

earlier) but would he undertake to tahle in the llouse,when it is done, 

a list of what has been approved out of this. 

~OUSSF.AU:_ The list that has been approved. That is okay. When 

I get thnt, as soon as 1 do I will table it. 

What thr. minister has p.iven us now is sort of the working 

list and there will be some butchery done on it and . then we will have the 

final list. 

While we are on it, ~r. Chairman, one of the significant 

things in the recreation field is the voluntary organizations. As I 

recall it, the policy has been to assist the province-wide federations 

or associations. Mr. Graham Snow has been ~oinr, around for three or 
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four yea~s now , helping with his officials or his ass~ciates,to ~et 

this set up. I guess most sports now have a sports governing body. 
-~ 

The minister has heen knowingly or not raising expectations among 

these sports governinr, hodies this past little while and that is a 

good thing. I wonder if he could perhaps indicate to us what 

assistance will be made available to these sports governing bodies 

this year. 

I do not see an item in the recreation and sports 

services to cover lt. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It is under miscellaneous physical fitness. 

MR. ROBERTS: This is a matter of $230,000 which is not very much 

more than has in fact been spent in the year just ended. Could he 

indicate, again, I suspect he has a list there, could he give us 

some idea of what it is,please? 

~- ROUSSFAU: This is subhead 66802-04, is it? No, I a.m sorry, 

that was the old subhead in education. 91103-01, this one is broken 

up into various categories. There is the grant to community 

recreation commissions. That is not the capital, that is the grants 

that are given for recreation directors for administration costs, for 

setting up a recreation commission and the on-going operating expenses 

of a recreation commission. 

There are six subhead in this and we have not determined 

yet how the $230,000 will be split up. The grants to provincial 

sports governing bodies, last year I think that was $75,000. Sports 

training $15,000. Federal provincial sports pror,raxnmes, that would 

he the Canada games,$25 ,oon and the 'Newfoundland games •:hich will be 

$50,0()0, that is a $75,000 item there. Labrador sports projec~ 

$15,000. That is a federally-funded project which we had. There will 

be financial assistance to two hundred and fifty recrP.ation commissions . 

and of course, we do not know how much that is r,oing to be,and the 

forty sports governinp. bodies. 

MR. ROBERTS: All thiR for $230,000? 

l-'R. ROllSSF.AlT: Yes. m1en you give tt,:o hundred and fifty recreation 
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commissions, you are t:1lldnp, about small operatinr. ones. You are 

not talkinr: about the major c:ip1tal ones we talkr-rl nhout in the 

other one, you are tal~tnr. nbout_ 

f'R. R<HlFRiS: Nn, hut five hundred dollars each is $125,000. 

'MR. ROUSSEAU: Ri~ht, we cannot give them to everybody. We 

have to do as well as we can with what we have and we try to 

spread it out as well as we can. That is all we can do with that. 

!"R. ROBF.P-TS: How T11uch for the sports p,overnin~ bodies? 

'1-'R. PO~SSEAU: Ri~ht now it is the same - I do not know, but I 

would think the same as,at worse the same as last year. No worse 

than last year anyway. 

MR. ROBEFTS: 

?-'R. ROUSSEAU: 

!-fR. ROBERTS: 

What was ~iven last year then? 

$75,000. It was $150,000 and it was cut in half. 

Any breakdown of what ,mrt of r,rant? Will they get 

five thousand dollars r.rants? 

t-fR. ROU~~F.AU: Oh yes, 

"'R. P.OBF.RTS: What scale of 1rants? 

\oil> ROIJS SF.ft lJ : Last ye:ir it was approxirrately $75,000. That would 

be to the Newfounrlland Badminton Association, the Basketball Association, 

curlinp, and so on and so forth. I have is::iued an invitation to the 

~roup with the facilities, the amount of money available, that 1'.'e 

would sit down with two or three people"frOTI' the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Amateur Snorts FedPration, with two or three officials of my 

department,to have soll'e imput in how the money is allocated within 

this sports rovl'rninp, hody' s context.. I will, of course, as minister, 

retain the final decir-ion hut T am prepared to po to the Newfoundland 

and l.ahrador Anateur Sports Federation and ai.k for an imput from them 

because T thinr they are directly involved and certainly we want 

to find out what their feelinr.s are on each of the different sports 

organizations. ftll I can say now is that at worse it would he the 

same as last year but I do not foresee any sir,nificant increase if any 

in the a?"ounts ndvanced to sports i;1overn:l.nr. hodies. 
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~. ROBERTS: There will be a lo't of disappointed sports governing 

hodies around then. 

MR . ROUSSF.AtT: A lot of disappointed ministers too. 

~. ROBERTS~ Well, that is the Jot of min:fsters and if they think 

their disappo'intments are bad now, Mr. Chairman, they should see 

what is coming. One other question on this. Could the minister 

tell us a little about the second stadium for Corner Erook,please? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes, Sir. 

Y-fR. ROBERTS: The second stadi\D!l for Corner Brook. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: There is no commitment to a second stadium in Corner 

Brook. There is a reouest in for a second ice surface. 

1-fP.. ROBERTS : Well, a second ice surface then. Where will it be? 

Will it be indoors? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I think the plan is that it will be an "L" shay,ed 

buildin~ ad1acent to the existin~ buildinr,. The honourable members know 

what the trade college is. 

MP.. ROBERTS: Yes, I know. 

~. ROUSSEAU: It will be just between the stadium and the trades 

college. 

MR. ROBERTS: Will it be covered? 

MR. ROl!SSEAU: Yes. 

MR. ROBERTS: What is it p,oing to cost? 

HR. ROUSSEAl!: Somethinr, in excess of $300,000 I believe. 

t-'R. POBF.PTS: Is there a commitment to it? 

~- FOUSST:AU: Yes. ------- -
MR. RnBF.RTS: Just snved a job right there. 

No, I did not. 

~. ROBEPTS: The Premier announced it. llow much is going to be 

spent this year? 

?fR. ROUSSEAU: On the stadi.um? ---------
WI. ROBEPTS: On that 'L" shaped whatever you call it? 

~!R. P.Ol'SSF.Al!: Oh I do not ---------
!~- ROBF.J!.~ : The Premier announced it in Corner Brook.The minister 

may have been there for all I know. 
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~ • 'PO!JSSF.Al: : - - - -- - -- I wns t~re. $36,000 I would think. They will get 

the sare ~s any other capital recreational facility at Windsor or 

Bist,ops Falls. 

MR. ROBF.RTS· The minister might want to amend his list. It was 

not on the list he read out to us. I had to ask him to read the 

whole list to find that out. 

~IR. ROTTSSF.ftU · I ~m sorry! The reason it is not on the list is 

because the minister has not written yet to give them a formal 

approvement from the department. 

MR. ROBERTS: I submit that that is s0111ething the minister should 

attend to. After all, the leader of the administration announced it 

very publicly and the minister confirms,in his very own presence, he 

heard it with his very own ears. 

f-'F. W .l'-T .ROiff:,:_ Did the Human Resource nevelo()Tl'ent Task Force 

recommend this? 

~. ROBERTS: YeR, d:f.d the Human Resource Development Task Force 

Subcommittee on Planning recotnl!lend this? 

UJ?. POUSSF.AU: It may be hurled in my office somewhere but I do not 

have it :f.n my papers. 

MR. P.OBERTS: Well! Well! The Spirit of Christmas yet to come. 

The Spirit of Christmas yet to come, there he is. Would the minister 

he good enouih then to table, when he finds the reports, to tahle 

the reports from the Ruman Resources Development Subcommittee Task 

Force on P]anninp,? When he findR . the!'l. 

~-~~US~A_U_:_ When the minister find,i them. 

~- ROBF.P.TS: All riiht. I can see when the next administration takes 

over in two years, these will he among the missin~ files. 

:!-IF. WOODWARD: There was some announcement some time ago about the 

flat electric rate for stadiums in the- province. ?fayhe the minister 

can inform the committee if this policy has gone through and if there 

will be a flat electric rate for t.i1e stadiums, for the whole thing 

rather than being charged the normal rate? 
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?-w.. ROUSSEAU: I think all bonourahle members can a~ree that there 

is a big problem involved here. First of all is how much is ~oin~ 

to be paid, how it is ~oin~ to be r~id and to whom it is ~oin~ to 

be paid. All 1 can s~y at this point in time is that 
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government is now considerin~ the policy of who will be paid or 

for example.are you ~011\P. to limit it to stadia or are you going 

to enlarge it beyond stadia because in a policy like this you 

have to be very definitive in what buildings or what structures 

you are going to pay this subsidy to because otherwise the next 

thing you will be into school gymnasiums,as part of a school 

possibly. You have to be very careful and we want to be very 

careful about what facilities will be covered under any electrical 

subsidization plan before we announce the policy. I think this is 

fair because people would be writing letters wondering whether 

they were ~oing to get it or not. 

So rir.ht now I would anticipate that there will not be 

anything,this current winter is over now,so of course it will 

probably be into next fall at the latest before anything is 

actually announced. 

On motion, Headings 901 . and 902, carried. 

On motion. 903(01) through 903(02)(03), carried. 

903(03)(01): 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, this is the vote I assume out of 

which are paid whatever is going to be paid for the new homes 

which are going to be built in various places around the province 

this year. I wonder if the minister could give us his version of 

the commitment to Babb Construction with respect to these homes 

and also if the minister could tell,please, Mr. Chairman, where 

the home for St. Anthony now stands. The minister announced. as 

I recall it.that a home is to be built at St. Anthony anJ then 

subsequently he sent a letter of which he was kind enough to send 

me a copy and I thank him for that. He sent a letter to the people, 

the committee there, I forget the name of the committee, Mr. Sheppard 

is chairman, Mr. Albert Sheppard,at the Hospital,or Dr. Gray. 

Mrs. Pomeroy is the secretary. Dr. Gray is the chairman but he is 

on sabbatical leave in England thts year or Bristol.I believe doing 
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post-graduate work. Where does that stand now? That committee were 

not able to get ahead apd I think they have run into problems. I 

would like to hear a few words about the Babb Construction thing 

first. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well, right now we have written four as we have 

added Stephenville Crossing. So we have written Grand Bank, 

Lewisporte, Stephenville Crossing and St. Anthony. I do not 

have copies of the letter here but in effect what the letter 

said was that permission has been given to build a senior citizens 

home contingent on certain conditions - · which were that in 

effect the government would provide a guarantee of ninety-eight 

per cent occupancy and that the committee could not expect 

any further financial assistance from goverr.ment beyond the 

ninety-eight per cent occupancy guarantee. 

Now as far as I am concerned as minister and as I 

assume the government is also concerned I know nothing of 

any plans for Babb Construction to build any or all of the homes 

although Babb Construction may well end up building them all,but 

I do not know this. We have given the committees this letter and 

from here on in the ball is in the coT!llllittees hands. They will 

have to determine what they want, who is going to build it and 

they do the plans,subject to our approval because there is money 

involved. We only do this because we have the expertise down 

in the Department of Public Works and we want to approve the plan 

so that any help we can give to ~he committee from the money they 

are paying in tax,rather than have them take on an extrct burden 

we are prepared to do. We want to check the financial arrangements 

that they undertake.again to protect any, maybe not a given community 

in this group of four but maybe we might at some time in the future 

and maybe this group may need some extra . financial expertise.so 

we would like to see the financial arrangements they have. 

So we have no commitme.1t to any individual company to 

build these homes • 
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MR. RffRF.RTS: T!I there a quorum, Hr. Chnirmnn7 

MR. ROUSSF.AU: What is the mntter, you do not find me interesting? 

MR. RORF.RTS: It is not us. It is your own crowd who do not find 

you 
0

in teres ting. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I do not mind that, that is not unusual. 

MR, ROBERTS: Do we have a quorum? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Seventeen and a half, we do have a quorum. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Who is the half? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Half in and half out. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: So we do not have any commitment to any company. Is 

that satisfactory? I have the St. Anthony answer to give him too 

but I thour.ht he mi11:ht -

MR. ROBl".RTS: Okay, well let us dispose of the bad thing with 

some decency. It got stopped fortunately because the co1DD1ittee 

at St. Anthony sent for the "Evening Telegram" and gave them the 

story. Let it be recorded ln Hansard that that committee in 

St. Anthony, a delegation came in to see the then minister and it 

was not the present minister. They had a devil of a job getting 

to see him as he had been evadin~ them, avoiding them every way 

possible but they finally pinned him down. The gentleman said 

to them, "Well we just happen to have a company in mind that 

will build your home for you. We have a plan, the company will 

build the home and they will finance it. We just happen to have 

a company in mind. It is a Newfoundland company, a family owned 

company." A.look of wonderment and awe must have passed across 

the faces of the three people who were at the meeting because 

the then minister immediately sen11ed it and said, "Oh, no, it is 

not what you think. It is not the Crosbies," and they said that 

they had not thought that at all. He said, "No, it is, another 

family-owned company.' "Oh," they said. "Yes," he said, "as a 

matter of fact the gentleman concerned just happens to be outside 
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the door," and the door opened and in came a major shareholder, 

perhaps the Major shareholder in this company. t do not know 

JM - 4 

if he is president of it but I will name him if anybody should wish. 

The company pf course was the Babb Construction Company Limited 

or whatever their corporate name ie and that committee were given 

the impression by the then minister that there was a firm 

commitment as far as the minister was concerned. 

They went back to St. Anthony and cogitated on it 

prayerfully and eventually they·sent lonp, cables to the minister 

and did not have the courtesy of an answer from him. The minister 

is still in the cabinet but he is not here at present. When they 

did not have the courtesy of an answer from him.they sent cables 

to the Premier, messages to the Premier,and again no answer. 

Finally,because they did not know what else to do,they telephoned 

the "Evening Telegram" and eventually one of the reporters down 

there, Mr. Bill Kelly,went down to St. Anthony and met the committee 

and saw the documents and the story resulted. Of course the game 

was up then, the jig was up. The Premier pulled the rug out from 

under the minister concerned. I think his phrase was that it was 

an act of the heart, a mistake of the heart. 

Well all I can say is that ~bviously the incident is 

closed. The contract was not given in fact or if it were it was 

cancelled,by mutual agreement awfully,quickly. l think it should 

be recorded that that committee were under the :Impression, _judged 

solely on what the minister had said, the curious incidence of 

the representative of that company being outside the door of the 

minister's office, (there he comes now and maybe he will say a 

word or two), judging solely by that,they were under the impression 

that a commitment had been made to the Babb Construction Company 

Limited in respect of the home at St. Anthony. I think their 

understanding was correct and t may add subsequent events,including 

a statement by the Premier to that scurrilous ra~, that yellow-dog 

,160 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1202 

of journalis·t:1, the "Even~n11; Tele11;ram",which they featured on their 

front pa~e,~s I recall it,on a Saturday, that confirmed it. It 

,m., ,rn incl <ll'nt hut it is closed now, unless somebody should want to 

debate it,but I think it should be recorded. The minister does 

not want to debate it, okay,but now maybe he can tell me about 

St. Anthony and where it now stands. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well, St. Anthony were given permission to build 

a senior citizens home along with the other three groups on the 

basis of the letter and as I just suggested,ninety-eight per cent 

occupancy guarantee. Now recently I had a request from St. Anthony 

suggesting that because of the added coats in the area in which 

the building is being erected, the Great Northern Peninsula, that 

there was indeed some higher cost involved in that area than would 

be normally involved in other parts of the island. So the government 

looked at this because I am sure it is easy to see that once you 

do something in one corranunity,it is not an individual thing and 

you have to consider it as a part of policy. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I believe yesterday by the way,and I apologize as 

I do not think you had a copy of the telegram. It was done 

yesterday and I was quite tied up with other things and the 

deputy minister made out the telegram for me. They made a 

request for some extra assistance from government and I wired 

yesterday on behalf of the government to the St. Anthony group 

indicating that the ~overnment would not go beyond the commitment, 

that is to say that the ninety-eight per cent occupancy guarantee 

is as far as government is prepared to go. This was predicated 

on the fact that we have some proliferation of requests for senior 

citizen homes and the St. Anthony case which maybe quite legitimate, 

as in Labrador we have the same problem with building costs probably 

a little more and I recognize that St. Anthony has problems up 

there. 

We have a report frorn the architects sugp,esting that 
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there would be a greater cost there but once you enter into something 

like this the repercussions for the group we have now and what I 

call phase-four,countinr, the old one we had before and then the 

Grand Falls, Gander and Corner Brook one is the next phase.and 

then the four we have is phase three,that is the four new ones 

that have been announced. There will be other ones looked at now, 

other possible locations so that you are looking at quite an 

expenditure. It is not just the St. Anthony group. If it could 

be confined to that maybe government might have ruled differently 

but because of the implications in the long run we have decided 

that we will remain with our policy and the total government 

involvement will be to guarantee up to ninety-eight per cent 

occupancy in the home and beyond that it is necessary for the 

conmunity to provide the land and to provide any extra costs that 

may become involved with the erection of the building. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, I am extremely sorry to hear what the minister 

says because what he is saying in effect is that the project is 

now dead, dead as. a doornail. There will not be a home for the 

aged on the Northern Peninsula because it is not possible for 

that group to finance it or any group. The ninety-eight per cent 

formula which I wrote,as I was the Min!ster of Welfare when that 

policy was developed, ~tis that old, it is ninety-eight per cent 

up to a stated amount, $300.00 or $360.00 a month,and as far as I 

know that has not been changed. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: $300.00 for ambulatory and $360.00 for non-ambulatory. 

JM - 6 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, $300.00 for ambulatory and $360.00 for non-ambulatory. 

There is no way, Mr. Chairman, that any group is going to be able to 

do it on that and I mean that, any group. I will go further and say 

there is no way the St. Ant~ony group could do it even on higher 

levels. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Does he know now that the CMHC loan ceiling has 

been increased? 
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HR. PflBP.RTS: Yes, T know that but loans have to be pnid. The 

$300.00 a month has to~ay the operatinR expenses as well as 

service for debt involved and I doubt if they could do it even 

here at Grand Bank,for arguments sake,unless there is a very 

significant amount raised by the community. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, but these things cost $15,000 a bed and you are 

going to need one hundred nights at $10,000 a night to make up 

this sort of thing. All I can do is implore the minister to 

reconsider it or ask his colleagues to reconsider it. I cannot 

speak for Grand Hank and I cannot speak for the project at 

Lewisporte nor can I speak for the one at Stephenville Crossing 

but l will say that the minister has killed the St. Anthony home 

for the aged,by that decision he has just told us about,every bit 

as effectively and as surely as if he had never written that letter. 

Indeed it might have been more honourable and more honest not to 

have written that letter. I know the minister stands by th.e letter 

and perhaps when he wrote it he did not realize, I mean I will grant 

him that he did not realize that it was unworkable. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: We had the understanding on the basis of the 

Grand Falls, Gander and Corner Brook homes that the homes could 

be built and furnished for $10,000 a bed. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, Sir, there is no way one could have that. The 

Corner Brook one not only has a ~uarantee of ninety-eight per cent 

occupancy but it has a $300,000 loan in the bargain. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I am talking about the final analysis, I.he actual 

cost per bed of these homes. 

MR. RrJBERTS: No, I am talking about financing it, paying for it. 

I am talking about a group of persons who put a lot of effort into 

it and they have been led up the garden path,knowinily or unknowingly, 

and now they have had their hopes dashed, dead. Well I cannot 

change the ministry's mind, I canr.ot ever change the minister's mind 
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but I think it is a pretty shoddy trick. The need is there as 

there is no home north of Corner Brook and no home at all in 

Labrador. It is a pretty shoddy trick, pretty second-rate. 

I will accept the minister's word that he did not realize when 

he wrote the letter that it could not be done and he has had it 

pointed out to him since. There is no way,with that offer. 

I wrote the policy and the policy was never designed 

for the use to which the minister is putting it. It was not. 

It was designed to meet a particular need, if he wish to use his 

terminology, of the so-called phase two. Anyway those people have 

had their hopes dashed now. That is it. I mean I can say the 

home will be built. The present minister will not build it. 

The present administration will not but I can say that that home 

will be built in St. Anthony becauRe there is a need for it. I 

do not know what the formula will be. The formulae have to take 

into account reality. The minister can sort of rest on his laurels. 

His laurels include building people up to think they had the problem, 

to think they had a solution and then having dashed it. It is 

all I can say. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well, certainly I would like to say a few words,if 

I may. Believe me there was no attempt here at trickery whatsoever. 

We had looked into the problem and we felt that the homes could 

be built in the vicinity of $10,000 per bed. When I penned my 

name to that letter I had no thought that a situation such as this 

would occur,believe me. I feel h~~ly if St Anthony are unahle to 

build their home as I think there is a need on the Northern 

Peninsula for a home. I do not think that it was shoddy because 

certainly it was not done with any ulterior motive-you know,here 

is a letter goinp, out that is r,oing to cost me only an eiiht cent 

stnmp. That wns not the situation. It is an unfortunate situation 

and I sympathize wlth the Leader of the Oppostion and the honourable 

member for the district. I know it is not an easy thin~ to accept 
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if indeed the home cannot go ahead,but I certainly would not want 

to leave the impression that the letter went out with an eight 

cent stamp knowing that there would be no further commitment 

because the home could not be built at that rate. I was under 

the distinct impression from the facts and figures I had that a 

home could be built and furnished for approximately $10,000 a bed. 

Of course,we have to accept the fact that there must be some 

community involvement too and I think there was some land available 

at St. Anthony as well. On the.basis of the fact that $10,000 

a bed should furnish a home and on the fact that the $10,000 per 

bed was available through CMHC or any loan if they wanted it, 

they did not have to go through CMHC although it was subject to 

our appro~al but it is CMHC most people have gone to, plus the 

fact that with some community financial involvement to provide 

even $100.00 or $1,000 extra a bed, whatever was necessary, then 

I had ~ery reason to expect that the St. Anthony home would go 

ahead. 

I want to assure the member and I want to assure the 

people in St. Anthony that it was never my intention to do this 

with an ulterior motive that even~ually this decision would be 

taken and that as a result of this decision that the home would 

not go ahead in St. Anthony. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, Mr. Chairman, the minister can try his story on 

the people in St. Anthony. I think they would be prepared to believe 

as I am that the minister did not knowingly mislead them,but I will 

JM - 9 

say that he carelessly misled them. It is really a shocking indictment 

of incompetence,to put it kindly. The guarantee of ninety-eight 

per cent occupancy is in effect guaranteeing an income to these 

homes. What is says is that for each ambulatory patient you will 

have $3,600 a year. and for each bedridden patient, non-ambulatory,you 

will have $4,3~0 a year. That is what it says. Out of that money 

you must pay to operate it, you must pay your light, your heat, your 

~765 



... 

April 12, 1973 Tape 1202 

food, your fuel, your staff and then you must service your debt. 

Mr. Chairman, it cannot be done. The Hoyles Home,which has no 

capital debt ,r believe it does,I am sorry)taking into its 

calculations, is now costing it simply more than that, infinitely 

more. Perhaps it is offering a higher standard of care and it 

should be as it is really a hospital without operating rooms. 

I do not know what will happen in Lewisporte or what 

will happen in Grand Bank or what will happen in Stephenville 

Crossing but time will tell. I .will not be the least bit surprised 

if they cannot get it off the ground. In the community of 

St. Anthony the land was there, $10,000 worth of land had been 

provided,! think at $1.00,and the minister carelessly, and I will 

not go beyond that, carelessly led that cotmnittee. Mr, Chairman, 

they were ecstatic and exultant and they said that the minister 

was as fine a man as they had ever dealt with,but they said some 

unkind things about his predecessor in that sense. They certainly 

said kind things about him and as I said they will be very 

disappointed when they get this news and they will feel that they 

have not been treated fairly. 

Among other problems they are now faced with a $7,000 

or $8,000 debt for architects' fees that they incurred in good 

faith,to draw these plans. I iather the minister is not prepar~d 

even to give them that money,so what will they do? I suppose 

they will have to find it themselves. All I can say is that if 

I were the honourable gentleman I should never show my nose in 

St. Anthony for the 1est of my life because I think the people 

there,and I have not talked to them about it as indeed I did not 

even know that cable had been sent. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes, that was sent and normally I would have told him 

MR. ROnERTS: WelJ I did not know it. No, that does not matter as 

nonnally l would be called but because the House is sitting, I have 

mcssn~rs so hip,h on my table, 

MR. ROIIS~F'.Atl: Normnl I y I woul .t have told the honourable member but -
.... ,. G 
':iia 
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MR. ROBERTS: I know that. I mean the mininter has heen quite 

decent about those thie&s. I have not talked to the people in 

St. Anthony hut Tam afraid his political name is mud, mud, mud. 

It is about the shoddiest thin~ I have heard of in a long time. 

It really is. I only hope that the people in Stephenville Crossing, 

Your Honour, and the people in Grand Bank and the people in 

Lewiaporte are able to live within this formula. The formgla 

is now five years old and it was adequate at the ti~e but even 

with the formula Corner Brook had to have a $320,000 loan• I think 

it was in the estimates at some point. Gander I believe has had 

additional assistance. I believe Grand Falls has had additional 

assistance and in Grand Falls they were rebuilding a building, 

the old Carmelite Hotel which was purchased for a relatively low 

sum from the Hicks family. 

So the fact remains that I hope it is going ahead. 

I really hope it does because it is needed but unless the minister 

changes the policy, unless the whole government change the policy 

which the minister administers,it will not go ahead. He will 

have to bear the responsibility tor that, even more than that he 

will have to bear the responsibility for the fact that hopes were 

aroused by his letter and his press statement. He made a press 

statement and his press statement was accurate. His press statement 

said what was in the letter hut hopes were built very high and they 

have just been dashed and shattered. I feel sorry for the minister . 

JM - 11 

I do not know what sort of political future he has but I know .he 

has unlimited ambition ancl I wish him well with that buc if this 

is the way he is going to go at his political career.I can tell 

him,as a young man whose political career maybe behind him or maybe 

ahead of him, I do not know, that he is going about it the wron~ 

way. People will never forgive him for building up hopes whether 

wittingly or unwittingly One of the things any minister must 

guard a~ainst, Mr. Chairman, is u~wittingly building up hopes. 

I do not think the minister intended to deceive anybody, 
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I do not think for a minute,but maybe he should go to St. Anthony 

and try to make his peace with that committee as they represent 

all the leading citizens of the town. They really do. You could 

not put toge;her a group of ten or twelve or fifteen people from 

St. Anthony, Mr. Chairman, or anywhere in Newfoundland. a finer 

group of citizens or a more representative group. The minister's 

name I suspect is mud. I hope I am wrong. I really hope it can 

go ahead but from what I know of it, it cannot. The minister'has 

just killed it dead. He might as well have put a knife right in, 

metaphorically speaking, the heart. It is a sad start to a 

political career. 

On motion, 903(03)(01) and (03)(02). carried. 

903(03)(03): 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, could the mirister inform us on 

this,''other homes." I hope we are not going to have any type of 

homes -

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Chairman, we still have residents in the CNIB 

hostels in St. John's and Corner Brook at the rate of $275.00 per 

month. The CNIB hostels in Corner Brook and St. John's, there 

are approxilllately thirty-four blind people in these hostels and 

we pay the rent for them of $275.00 a month. 

On motion, 903(03)(03) and (03)(04), carried. 

904(01): 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the min1~ter could indicate 

the current deemed rates at the Hoyles Home or what are the rates? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: At the Hoyles Home the monthly rates are now $617.00 

for bedridden patients and those who need special care and $562.00 

for ambulatory patients. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chainnan,.if ever there was any doubt about the 

unwisdom of the minister's policy of $300-$360.00 it was just 

exploded with that state1:1ent. In.the Hoyles Home there is a 

capital cost element built into that be~ause we are the guys who 
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did it and we figured that it was a way to get some money out of 

Ottawa and it is a lep,i'!imate way, fifty-fifty. We cover over the 

years half the coRt of the lloyleR Home. If it costs the government 

$562.00 for ambulatory patients and they only allowed $300,00 for 

ambulatory patients in these other homes which are being built 

today, at today's cost,ten years after it was built at whatever 

the costs were ten years ago, I am not going to press the point. 

I really feel sorry for the minister because I think this is a 

shattering thing to happen. Does the minister know Coleridge's 

poem, the "Ancient Mariner", the "Rhyme of the Ancient .Mariner?" 

I coUD11end it to him, Mr. Chairman, because this phase three is 

going to be the albatross which is hung around the neck of the 

ancient mariner. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: May I respectfully suggest to the Leader of the 

Opposition that the figures here are the last figures of the 

honourable Leader of the Opposition's administration, This is 

the figure for 1972 and these have increased,as the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition knows,since 1966 when it was $120.00 

for ambulatory and $180.00,and the operating costs have gone 

up each year since. 

MR. ROBERTS: The minister has misunderstood -

MR. ROUSSEAU: I am not suggesting either that the prices are not 

out of line but these are the prices and the operating costs of 

the home. 

MR. ROBERTS: The minister has misunderstood me, Mr. Chairman, as 

I am not objecting to the rates at the Hoyles Home. It ~s an 

artifical rate in the sense that there are very, very few people 

who pay the rate, It is set at that level because that is the 

recovery rate from the Government of Canada and it is in the 

interest of the government of this province to get that rate at 

a realistically high level because then Ottawa shares half the 

cost. So I am all for it,but that is not my point. My point is 
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that the minister is ope rating an institution,through his officials, 

a very good institutio~ Hoyles Home is a first class insti tution 

and it is costing $560.00 a month in round figures for ambulatory 

patients and th.at capital cost element is the cost from eight or 

ten years ago. Here is the minister at the same time saying to 

a group of citizens, ''You build a home and we will give you today's 

costs, $300 . 00 or $360.00 a month," and that is the albatross. I 

suspect the minister is offered a policy proudly but carelessly. My 
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nlhntro:u1 rrm11rk, I cnmm<.'nd Colericlp,r'11 pnrn, ton. It lr1 thn 

_.Jhntrmm wlolrh will hnr,g nrouncl hlN nr,ck In the polltlc-11! 

RenRe hecnw,e ,ii rendy thP St. Anthony one ls there. From 

wha.t he is saying, I reall v hope Grand Bank and Lewisporte -

they better not Ret any help from the ~ovemment after St. 

IB-1 

Anthony getting it. You know, chalk of one and cheese of another. 

~- ROUSSEAU: If they get :f.t, St. J\nthony will get it. 

MR. ROBERTS: I appreciate . that. The minister is fair. I am 

afraid his policy is in ruins. I hope that I am proven wrong. 

I would dearlv like to be Proven wrong because there is a need 

for these institutions all around this province. As it now 

stands I must now come to the conclusion that the policy is 

a shambles. 

On motion 904-01 to 9()4-03 carried. 

MR. RORERTS: On gos-01. ~r. Chairman, I wonder if the minister 

could tell uR what it is for,please? 

~?.. ROI'S SF.fill: On the Harbour Lodge. 

~- ROBEP.TS: Yes, the old Halfway House in Harbour Grace .. i:::arbonear, 

Saddle Hill. 

A~ HOl,()l'PftRLE ~~F.R: Inaudible. 

~- ROVSSEAt!: No. I am lookinR and I am think1nr,. I have a book 

with it marked in and it hapnens to he on my desk, ~ir. 

~- ROBERTS: Really, Mr. Chairman, if we are going to be dragp.ed 

throupht this farce of votinp. several hundred million dollars in 

this way 1 the lease the ministry can do is come with reasonable 

preparationR. The estimated revised fir,ure last year was $418,000. 

ThiR year the reriuest that the minister is makinr, is $588,000. That 

is an increa~e of 5170,000 which is about forty per cent up from 

last year. That is a very larP,e increase. It is reasonable to ask 

what it is ahout. It is hardly an unanticipated question. They 

neerl either mor.e staff or vast increases. Is the place heing increasen? 
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What is it about? 

1-m. llOl'SSEJ\l1
: There are certain adjustments being made in the home 

dc,~-m there to some of the rooms that were office space that will 

he made into occunancy rooms which will require additional staff. 

I would assume that the additional staff would be required. That 

would be the cause of it there. 

'-fR. ROFIERTS: Is there p.oing to he a forty per cent increase in the 

staff, "'Ir. r.hairm,m? Where there were a hundred people before, there 

are now going to he a hundred and forty. I do not know how many 

units there are. I think there were fifty-six rooms in the hotel 

when it was then ooerating. Are they going to be increased by 

forty per cent? I do not know. Maybe they are taking the 

basement. The minister should have the size. I would have· 

expected better from this guy. 

?-~. ROllSSEAt; : Right. The increase as well for the purposed extension 

is thirty-four beds to the institution. 

MR. ROBERTS: How is that going to be naid for,olease? Hold on now. 

There is no ca~ital vote in here. 

AN HONOUF'AHLE MF.:~EP.: The minister has no officals. 

MR. ROl!SSEAll: No. The minister does not have his officals. 

The thirty-four hed extension was announced apnarently 

and there was supoosed to he money here. 

YR. ROHE~TS: There is $30,000 canital. That is not going to build 

thirty-four rooms. 

~. ROFSSF.AJT: No. That is hardly ~min·p.; to do it. I would assume 

that the honourable member has a good thinP; going f:,r hjm ,that 

it would he additional staff that is necessary at the home. I have 

to leave it at that. ThP.n you may call me incompetent and I will 

slt down. 

~R. RORF.RTS: No. I will not call the minister incompetent. I have 

a snlittinp. headache. So, the minister does not know what he is 

talkinr, about. That is not fair. The minister has come to the 

commtttee total lv 11nnrcp:1.red for 11 11uestton whtch 1 suhMtt is a fairly 
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easy one to anticipate. Estimates are funny business. One never knows 

what some fellow across the House may come uo with. I mean the 

~inister of Justice last year had no real way of know1ng that we 

would emharrass him so frf.p:htfully on his cars. I mean the minister's 

usual finesse. All I want to know is why it is up before -

AN HONOURABLE ME'fBER: Saved by the bell. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, saved by the official. That is what officials are 

for. The minister has some very good official. Could he give us the 

answer now? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Bed-care patients in the extension will need extra 

care. 

~R. ROBERTS: That is only begp,ing the question. There is no money 

in this anyway, Mr. Chairman, for the capital. There is $30,000 capital 

which is being voted over in the Public Works Department. The minister 

is not going to convince me that he can put thirty-four beds anywhere 

for $30,000. He could not even buy the beds for that. 

~rn. HICKEY: The reason for the increase is for the purposed extension. 

New, ,.,hether there is sufficient capital in there to do it or not is 

something else. If there is not, it is an error or it is to be found 

from elsewhere. I do not know. I do know that the increase is for 

the extension. 

~~- ROREPTS: Well, Mr. Chairman, I find it reasonable that we are going 

to have additional heds and there is ROing to be additional staff. I 

think that I know enow;h to believe that neop 1 e who are bedridden and 

need constant care, incontinent an.d the whole thinp:_ neecls a lot ot stafr 

staff. There is no ?Oint in r,oing over it arain. I find it very 

incongruent. I can tell the minister I suspect what happened. The 

Treasury Board cut the guts out of his capital account requests. 

The ~ere fact that it had been announced by so~ebody has never stopped 

them. They never do t.•hat ·they announce over there anyway. It was cut. 

There is no money in here. There is where it should be. There is 

Sl20,00r rental payment. So, it was cut out and the r-andarins of 

tfil' Trc;isurv llo.:tr<l nf'rlcc:terl,as thcv som~timrs do, 1hey lirP. verv, 
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very p.ood but once in a wlif le thPy r-oof. I suspect 

that we will be told in clue course that there 1.s a substantial 

amount of fat in there. It is $170,000 r,ross. rlfty/fiftv 

IB-t.. 

C;:mada ,\ssist:mce Plan. It is of the order of about $70,000 or 

$80,000 that can be saved. So, the Minister of Finance has that 

much to go against supplementary supply somewhere else. I suspect 

that is what happened. If there are no extra beds, there will not 

be any extra staff,! hope. 

MR. HICKEY: It should be pointed out that the increase in salaries 

is not that great. It certainly would not amount to that number. 

On motion 905-01 to 905-02-04 carried. 

M'P. WOOOW/IRD: Mayhe the minister can explain, r-ir. Chairman, the 

$120,000. 

'fR. POl'SSF.Al!: That is 905-02-05, rental purchase, capital $3,000. 

The annual payment of principal and interest towards the pu~chase 

price of Harbour Lodge oaid to the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing 

Corporation. 

'"F.. WOODWARD: $120,000 a year? 

MR . ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

On motion 905-02-05 and 905-03 carried. 

~- ROBERTS: On 907-01. "'r. Chairman, again there is an increase 

on salaries. 

'IR. ROl'SSEAlT: Whv? You know I get a 1,•onderful -

MR. ROREPTS : If the minister has to ask why, where does that leave 

the rest of us? 

~ POIJSSFAI': The very peculiar thinr. is that in doin,.; up my information 

here they have started on l')1J on evervthing. So, I would assume that 

extra staff is necessary down there. Beyond that -

~- ROBERTS: Can the gentleman from the East F.xtern-

>.rn. POllSSEATT: Yes. lie could oror-ably do it for me. 

Jl.!R. HICKEY: '-'r. Chairm:m, it is not unusual that the minister who hns 

r-een in the rlepartment just as lonr. as the honour~ile gcntlemnn would 
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not have all the details. 1 do not know why the honourable pentlemen 

o~posite are so perturhed over this. This is just a normal •increase 

in staff that we were not able to get last vear and which is needed. 

1 ,would not suggest that some of the staff or the vote that we have 

just passed is the same thing. It is areas where we needed additional 

staff last year. We were unable to g•t them and now they are in this 

year's estimates. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, leaving aside the attempt at sarcasm by 

the gentleman from St. John's East Extern, I wculd not call a 

twenty oer cent increase in staff normal. I recall in the dim 

di ctant recesses of my memory the days when Twas Minister of Welfare, 

as it was then called. The rortfolio has gone through about eight 

permutations since then. The departmental officials maintained 

constantly and I suppose that they .had a great deal of merit to 

their arguments, that one needed more staff. All of these 

institutions require a lot of staff. The staff at childrens' 

homes in particular are among the most noble people that we have 

in the province. Well, annual increments, Mr. Chairman, do not 

eat up twenty per cent. I am not going to press it. The minister 

does not have the information. I guess that is the point. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I assume that we would like to try and get more 

teachers in the schools,on the staff. 

~- ROBERTS : The increments may amount to five per cent. 

!'if!. ROl'S~EAr: Plus the additional staff. 

MR. RORERTS: Well, let us have a look at the additional staff while 

t.•e are at it now. The C'hildrens I Home, Water Street, last year had 

eighty-one·. '. Exon House last year had thirty-nine. That is one 

hundred and twenty. This year ninety-eight at the Childrens' Home. 

/It Exon House one hundred and forty-three. Thnt is two hundred 

and fortv-one, a sirnificant increase in staff. If the minister 

hart looked up the infomnt1on, there are very si~nificant increases 

,n !'ltnff. I 11111 not p.oinr. to vote 11r,1in!'lt it. T wnulcl not dre1-1m of 

it. The point I ,,ms re ill lv makf.nr. 1 s th.it the minister lrns cnml? to 
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the comrr.ittee .,s 111 r,renare<I :is any minister T have ever seen. That 

did surprise me. Tt surnrfsrd me for three rensons. 

First of :ill these questions are e:isy to anticipate. Secnndly1 

the minister had 11n 11ntl1 toni.rht or this mornin~ or 1,1hat ever it is 

struck me as heing a guy who sort of mastered the job down there. I 

now have some doubts on this evidence, his testimony here. It has 

not heen a star performance. 

~. ROll~SEAl' : I agree with you. 

~. ROBERTS: T:iirdly, the officals in that department - l'l'r. Andrews 

is the deputy minister. He is one of the great officials of the 

puhlic service. I had the pleasure of he1ng the minister and he 

was the deputy minister. The gentleman in those days had prenared 

for me a hook, a loose-leaf hook in which were inserted sheets. On 

the sheets was typed information. I think the gentleman from 

St. John's East Extern had sini 1 ar hoo1'.s last year when he did 

his estimates. There is nothing_wrong with them. They are called 

briefing books. They merely had a lot of information in them. The 

minister may have them there now. That is the third reason why 

I am surprised. I really had expected better of the minister. I 

cannot he eloquent, I cannot even be sarcastic at five o'clock in 

the morning. I have a splitting headache. Really it has been an 

most inent performance hy a minister from whom 1,,e did not expect 

that. 

On motion 907-01 to 907-04 carried. 

On motion 90R-O l to <JOfHJJ carried. 

On motion 91)9-01 to 9()9-03 carried. 

On motion 910-01 to 910-04-02 carried. 

On motion 911-01 to 911-0 )-()/. carried. 

On motfon 912-01 to 912-05 carried. 

Th.,t !'1 .,n 11ndrn.1nrld. Sir, could we have a quorum 

r:ill? W,• h.1vr 11 q11nr11m. f'nncl! II,• !11,;t wokl' 11p, t-lr. Chafrm.-in. Coo,I~ 

111 • Wll•l ·d,••·rf,w, ,ii I 111 ,'.lil -
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t-'R. D.o\WE: I quess he "Was sleenin~ all night, Sir. He has not been 

here all niP.ht. On a point of order, Sir, this subhead has been carried 

be fore the honour;i.h le.,. p.en tleman. 

AN HONOURABLE '<EY'RE'Q: No, Mr. Chairman, the honourable gentleman was 

on his feet, 

MR. DAWE: Carried, Sir. It should be carried, 

MR. CHAIR~AN: If the honourable ~entlemen will permit me. The subhead 

was called and the Chairman did say carried but the hon<nlrab le 

member for Labrador North was on his feet, The mistake was the mistake 

of the C1iair not of the member for Labrador North. 

t-'R. NEARY: Go hack to sleep ''Teddy Bear". Go back to Wabush 

and get on the picket lines. 

~. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, just a few brief questions for t1'e 

honourable minister on Labrador services and on the salariefl vote. 

Mavbe the minister can inform the co111111ittee of the number of 

additional staff that have been taken on. I see that there is 

a substantial increase in salaries. I do not know if he has the 

information in front of him. There are well over $100,000 in 

salaries from last year, a substantial increa~e. Maybe he can 

inform the committee as to the additional number of people 

that have been taken on and give us the cate~ories or the listings. 

Also mavhe he can inform the committee of the number of local 

people that have been hired in the communities. If he does not 

have the information, then I am quite satisfied to have him table 

it at some later date. tte can maybe also inform the committee of 

the chanpe nnrl the restructuri~ in the Labr.1dor services, taking 

out the Labrador Northern Services Diviaion. 

MR. ROITSSF.At: On the s;i.laries ouestion, this would be the division 

of Northern Labrador Services of last year in ~1th now the nivision 

of Labr~dor Affairs. Roth groups have been olaced to~ether. This 

would create the added people in the deoartment. The division itself 

:i!J-., is larger as a result of the integration of lioth divisions. So, 

;i.ctuallv ,,•hat we are looking ar here is what would have last year been 
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in the esti~ates fnr the Division of Northern Labrador Serv1ces and 

the Deoartment of Labrador Affairs. There have been no new 

hi rings to mv knowle<lr,e . There may have been replacements but 

there are no new hi rin;~s as vet. Certain posts are not now filled. 

I hope that they will be filled. Any expansion will go beyond there. 

Probably I could answer that ~uestion in answering the restructuring. 

Again as I st1r,r..csted 1.n the House previotJRly, the restructuring 

of nuttinr thP ~orthern Labrador Services Division ,of the old Department 

of Social Services and Rehabtlttatton,and the nepartment of Labrador 

Affairs together was as a method of administrative convenience. Of 

course the Northern Lahr:1r!or Coastal Communities as well as the 

North West River and the larger communitJes there will be served 

in the same method as they have heen served in the past years. There 

is no great expansion at tnis time-in any services to Labrador. The 

reason that we c?lled it Labrador services was due to the fact that 

although the greater emphasis with regard to cost was placed on the 

coast - I am just thinking of something. I have a couple of 

amendments to make. Bas anybody got any,by the wav? You have 

them there. 

The most of it is on the coast but the air s1~sfdy and 

the travelling exchange and the other nror,rammes actually cover 

all of Labrador. So, for administrative convenience we thought of 

cal lini;, it r.oastal Labrador Services hut airnfn to put the programmes 

that are anplicahle to all of Labrador into a Coastal Labrador 

Programme would not be accurate. So, we called it the Labrador 

Services Division. He would hope that y,ossi!:>ly some of the 

fe<leral help that is prevalent in Northern Labrador may be redirected 

into Southern Labrador if it is at all nossible. We certainly 

intend to get at that at their earliest convenience. Basically 

all we have in the division is the old Denartment of ~abrader 

Aff:d rs inter,r;iterl with the nepartment of Northrm Labrador Services, 

,'l pnrt of tltr n ... P,'lrtmrnt nf tlw old Sncf,'ll Sf•rvf,es and R<>habfl it;it!on 
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Department; Northern Labrador Services Division •. 

}Ill. WOODWARD: There were three slots or positions for local 

ret>re.sentatives in Labrador: One in the West, one in r.oose Bay

Happy Valley for the North and one in the South. I understand 

that there are still two vacant positions. I wonder if the minister 

can inform the committee if these positions will be filled, Also 

the total salary for those three positions is somewhere in the 

vicinity of $30,000. I think it was SB,000, $10,000 and $12,000. 

Although the total increase is $120,000, the other $90,000 

represents office staff that have gone from Labrador Affairs into 

the Labrador Services Division. 

~- ROUSSEAU: The nroblem with regard to the representatives, I 

am sure, for example in Labrador West, it is very difficult to maintain 

a resident representative on the salary. I think the salary scale 

has been - again I am not certain of this but the salary was about 

$9,000,I think. It is now down to $7,000. It is very difficult in 

Western Labrador to get a person to act as a representative on that 

salary. Certainly the suggestion of filling the post in Labrador 

South is a very important one. My intention is that as soon as 

the House closes I would like to go up and meet with Frank ~ercer, 

cur resident represefitative in the Hanpy Valley-Goose Bay area, 

and defin~ his frames of reference and what we would like to see 

him do and to nopefully look at the situation in Labrador South 

with re~ard to a resident representative there. 

On motion 913-01 to 913-0-2-02 carried. 

!'R. W()O))!..rARD: Mr. rnairman, on 913-03-01, maybe the minister can 

inform the committee - 1 see there are here in the estimates operating 

exoenses and air nassenger subsidy. Have the air nassenger subsidies 

reen increased this year? Would that include the air passenger subsidy, 

the Lahrador Air Service subsidy,which remains the same as it did last 

year? 

"R. ROVSSr,1r: That is just the twenty-five percent nf the residents 
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'-'R. wnoni.JAR!): The trading and sunnl ies have heen reduced hy $29S ,000. 

That was be~ause of the sunplies that went in this year. 

nn motion °11-03-01 to g13-0)-0J cnrrfed. 

Mp~'-f.A.~Sl' .\LL: There fs :m ;imcnc!ment to 'll3-01-04 that L:ihr:idor R11hsldi.z:e,1 

air services he increased from $90,000 to $104,000 to cover the yenr'R 

subsidy on the food shortar,e in Southern Labrador. This will require 

consequental additions to the totals and the subtotals. I move 

this amendment. 

On motion 913-03- 04 as amended carried. 

On motion 913-04-01 to 913-04-03 carried. 

MR. WOOD1~1WD: r:ould the minister exnlain the maintenance of students? 

"R. ROUSSF.i\T': The maintenance tnclmles boarding, lodging and transnortation 

and uniforms and so on for students in Labrador who come down to the 

island for their educational rmrposes. High School Education, for certaln 

students who come down to the island part of the province for their 

high school education, this is to pay their hoard and lodging, transportation 

and uniforms, tuition fees and so on. 

~IR .WOODWARD: That is from the coastal communities. 

Mll ROl!SSEAU: From the coastal communities. 

On ll'ot::1.on 913-04-04 carried 

1'-'R. WOOD'?JIRD: Mr. Chairman, mavbe the minister would like to 

explain to the committee, does this include tte renlacement of the 

building that was hurnt out in Nain. ~aybe he would also like 

to nrovt de th".' commt ttee with the tnfonnatfon as to the total 

constn1ctfon r,ror-rmmne :ihout - T do not knm,• if you have had 

time to put ft torethf'r - the numhrr of hnildi.ngs that are r.oin~ 

to he constructed and the nur.iher of homes that are ~oin~ 

to be constructed :1.n each communitv this year. 

MR. ROV~SF.AU: That is another subhead, the housing. I have just 

settled with the denots on that. 

1-fR. woom,JA"Rn: Is this the renlacement of the deoot in Nain? noes 

this include c1.nv capital cost on the ffsh nlant in ~akkovik? 
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?-fR. R.OUS!-Ei\!T: This i.s $270,()0() to Tenlace the premises 1.n Nain 

destroyed hy f1 re, at anrroximately $125,000. We have ordere'd a 

buildin~ now which we hope to have by July 15. It is a pre-

en~1.neered steel hui l clinr, measurf.nii eir,hty hy one hundred nnd 

forty-four. It will serve as the building for the depot as 

I'R-11 

well as have a half basement which will provide adequate housing, 

warehousing and so on and so forth. So, that will be a $125,000 

bu1.ld1np,. We have ordered it on the basis of delivery to arrive 

at Nain by July. So, barring any unforseen circumstances,the 

building should be at Nain by July. 

Additional warehouses at Nain, Makkovik, Postville and 

Black Tickle, $55,000. Hunting loctge in the Nain area, $75,000. 

Repair and renovation of old Moravian Mission dwelling at Hopedale 

to provide accommodation for transient guests, $15,000. So, that 

is the depot bui:dinp, subhead of $270,000. 

MR. WOOTll~AR.n: I am curious on the fishing lod~e, $75,000. Are 

the government putting un a fishing lodge or are they givinp, 

financial supnort to someone for a lodge? 

?-fR. R.Ol:SSEATT: We are putting them up and hiring local people to 

handle them. 

MR. WOODWARD: Is it actually a commercial organization or a sports 

fishinp, organization? 

MR. RO!'SSEAl': No, our own division. 

MR. WOO OWARn: Yes hut what purpose is the lodge? 

MR. ROUSSEAll: It is a fishin~ lodge which will be used for fishennen 

and hunters and which will give local people some work. 

~. WOODWARD: Well, this is the first that I have heard about this, 

Mr. Chairman. I know there are a number of people and I have acted 

on behalf of a number of peonle in the area who want to get into the 

snorts fishing and put up their own lodp,es. I have not heard of the 

p:overnment nuttinr, up a f1shinr, lodp.,e and r,oinr. into the sports 

f{shlnR hus1ness. 
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MJ?. ROVSSP.i\lf: r.ould I make my statement on the f.acts,if I may? 

>.fP. wnnr\,MTJ : Yes. 
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· The ~ecision intends,with approval,to operatf' huntinii: ond 

ftshin~ lodges ir at LQ.ast areas in Northern Labrador. This will 

he undertaken in order to provide employment to local residents and 

they will he expected to operate the camps,under supervision in the 

beginning. 

MR. i?OODWARil: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. POClDWARD: 

getting into. 

Is this a new policy? This is the first time I have heard. 

Yes, it is a new policy.subject to approval. 

This is a new policy that the government are 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

~- WOODVARD· Will they eventually sell the lod~es back to th'! local 

peoplf'? It is a completely new programme? 

'MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

MR. WOODWARD: There are i;ming to be five this year. 

MR. ROUSSfAU· No there is only going to be one this year, the main 

one this year, but as you know,an·on-going policy,we hope to 

establish at least five areas there. Now this is hopeful in the 

future. But the main one is planned this year in the estimates. 

MR. WOODWARD: ~eventy-five thousand dollars for a fishing lodge 

that is going to be put up by the government and operated by the 

government, 'Mr. Chairman. There are people, private individuals 

looking for financial support to )?et into this business and they 

have not been consulted and the government are again getting into 

the business. Pave the department consulted with the local 

residents in this respect whethe~ they are in favour of this sort 

of a thinp., ~r. Chairman1 

MR. ROUSSEAU· It is subject to approval. I would think that 

approval would mean that we would talk to the people about it, 

We put it in the estimates. There will certainly be a dialo~ue 

with the people, we do not intend to put- anything on the people of 

Nain or any other part of labrador or any other part of the 
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province where the people are actually for it. As I sug~ested the 

division intends with approval,and the approval is that the money 

is here and we will tall<: to the people. 

MR. woonWARD: t-'r. Chairman, just.one minute, there is something 

wrong there. 

}!R. ROBERTS: Does the honourable member for Labrador West have 

any idea really of what he is askinP, for? He should spent some 

time not in front of the cameras. 

r-'R. ROUSSFAU: Tt is a federal project. 

MR • WOODWARD: It is a federal project. Well most of the money 

that is spent, Mr. Chairman, is federal funding, sixty-six and two

thirds per cent of the money is being spent. But it is something 

that is completely new and I have not heard of it and I have not 

had any representation from the communities or the community 

councils as to this particular programme. 1 am sure there are a 

number of people - I have gone to the Minister of Tourism with a 

number of letters,people soliciting financial support to get involved 

in the sports fishing in Labrador. Now we understand that the 

p,overnment are going in and puttinp, in their own camps. Ia this in 

direct competit-ion with private enteq rise 9 the thing that we 

are trying to develop? Is this a complete chan~e or switch in 

policy where r.iayhe the minister - I do not Jrnow. 

MR. ROUSSF.All · The government intend with approval, this money is 

there and we intend to tie it in alonr. with the people of ~lain. It is 

a policy that l-:e would like to implenent. We have not talked to the 

people in the area, lf the people do not want this and they would 

rather have private enterprise,nobody is going to shove it on them. 

But provision has been made for this operation up there to provide 

employment for local residents. This one is in Nain. 

"1-'R. l-100!1WARD · I wonder ff the honourahle ministPr ts· aware that 

thPrP 1~ onr co~mrrlr.al r.amp ~t~rtinr. in that arra this year hy a 

local outfittrr from Coose Tlay tlrnt the Department of Tourism have 
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already given approval to? There are already two camps in Northern 

Labrador. Now the me~ fact that the government are programming to 

put in five more camps to go in direct competition with private 

enterprise. I am at sea to understand,to understand the policy, 

Mr. Chairman. I am at sea. 

t-•aybe the minister can explsin the policy after• It is the sort 

of a thing that catches me unaware because of the fact that we 

have been trying to promote private enterprise to take the local 

residents out of thegovemment's grip and get them off the welfare 

role,then we see the government are putting in camps. I do not 

know maybe it is the right policy but T nm nt n loss to see it, Mr. 

Chairman. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well do I take this now as a suggestion that the member 

is not in favour of this policy and that we should withdraw it? 

MR, WOODWARD: I am not in favour with the policy, I am not saying 

that we should withdraw it but I think that the local people should 

be consulted and in this respect before you bring estimates to the 

House. There is no one aware of that programme and it is not p,oing 

to be acceptable to the people. 

AN HON. ~fF.M'RFR · 

MR. WOODWARD· 

How do you know? 

Because - if I may explain to the committee and my 

good friend the honourable Minister of Industrial Development.is the 

mere fact that I have been actinp, on behalf of three people in my 

district who are trying to start tte same thing,by looking to the 

Department of Tourism and Crown Lands for land to get into a fishing 

operation which we feel and the government feel that this is a type 

of promotion that should be done rather thRn the government going in 

and saying that they are putting up five camps this year. 

l"R. ROtT~Sfft.11: I will certainly take the member's ob1ections into 

consideration whPn we nrr con~idrrlnR the po]tcy, Okay? 

~IR. llT<'.KFY: Mr. f:hnf nn1m, m11y I ask the honourah]e ~t>ntlemon " 

question? Is he 11n,ler the -fmpr(>s~!on that th1s lodge 111 on a river 

or somethinp, of that nature? Ile mrntionc>d h(>inr. in opposition 

to com~erical lodp.es. ls he under the impression that this is on 
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one of the fishin~ rivers? 

MR. ~-IOODl·!ARD: Yes, this is what the. minister -

}IP. HICKEY: No, No, Mr. Chairman, 

PK - 4 

MR. WOODWA"QD· That this partic~lar lodge is the fishin11; lodge that 

they are going to operate and hire local people~ 

MR. HICKF.Y: But, M-r. Chairman, I must point out that the minister 

has already stated that this lod~e is in the Community of Nain. It 

could be classed as lodgings, as a small kind of hotel or motel to 

provide accommodation for people coming in. 

MR. woonWARD· Well if that is the case,I am sure that the minister 

is not aware, Mr. Chairman, that this is the case, is it a hotel or 

a motel? 

~- HICKEY: The minister gave the information. 

MP .. WO<lDWARD: And it is going into col!DTiunities. This is not what 

I was told. I was told this was a fishing lod11;e. 

MR. HICKEY: The minister stated it was for the Community of Nain. 

MR. ROWE. W.N. The minister gets up and says, it would be this and 

it could be that. What is it, Mr. Chairman? What is it? What 

are we voting here now? 

MR. HOODWARD: It ia the fishinr. and hunting lodge, is this what 

it is, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. DOODY: Yes. 

MR. WOODWARD· Yes. 

MR. DOODY: May I make a point, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. l,TOODWARD : Yes you may make a point. 

MR. DOODY· The point is that there is a pilot project being financed 

by the Government of Canada to try and encourage hunting and fishinr, 

in the area which the honourahle member represents. Now I would feel 

that if the honourable member do not wish to have these funds 

expanded in his district then there would be no problem to have them 

withdra~m and private entPrprise might possibly pick up the tab and 

go look for that sort of fnnd,and he can do it on his own. But we feel 
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that is in the best interest of the people of Labrador North that 

such a pilot project be p,otten underway that the hunting and fishing 

potential be explored, that Nain be the base for it and that this is 

all that this is. It is an attempt to help in a pilot sort of a 

project the kind of hunting and fishing development that we feel is 

essential to the development of that area. 

Now if private individuals want to get involved in this,the 

Government of 'N('wfoundland has absolutely no desire to hinder 

them in any way. We will help them if we can. But I do not think 

we can afford,in the interest of the people of Labrador North.to 

turn down such an offer from the people,from the Government of 

Canada. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the information from the 

honourable minister to this committee but I was under the impression -

MR. CFAIIU-fAN: If the honourable member would permit me, preserving the 

quorum within the House would be appreciated if honourable members 

are within the confines of, within the bar as it were, if they 

would remain seated. Now honourable members are walkin~ around 

and there seems to me a certain amount of confusion within the 

committee. The honourable the member for Labrador North. 

MR. wnom,'ARn · I appreciate the information, ~r. Chairman, that 

the honourable Minister of Industrial Development has given to the 

committee. I now do not understand what the $75 , 000 programme is. 

Is it a motel, as the honourable Minister of Environment is tellin~ 

us or is it a fishinp. and a hunting lodr,e? If they are putting a 

fishing and a huntin '_; lodp.e in Nain, in the Co!ffl'1unity of ~Tain,it is 

p.oinp. to serve very little purpose because th('re is no huntin~ 

nor fishin~ there. 

MR. Hir.l<TY: io a point of order, Mr. Chairman. Tam sure my honourable 

fri('nd does not wish to take what I have said out of context. 

the word "motel" to dc.>Rcrihe or to r,ivc on example of the kind of 

facility or the kind of srrvice it mirht providr. I did not say it 

was a motel. 
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MR. wonm,'ARD: Inaudihle. 

MR. HICKEY: A fishing lodge in Nain. 

"IR. nnn1w: In11.udihle. 

}'R. HOOJlPARD: You know the Minister of Industrial DevelopJT1ent, it is 

a pilot programme,we are going to promote hunting and fishing and 

there is a lodge going somewhere in the Nain Area but not necessarily 

in the Community of Nain. 

MR. DOODY: 

it -

I would think not. But I am sure that the detail on 

MR. WOODWARD: Why I think the confusion was caused, the honourable 

minister did mention the fact that there would be five similar type 

lodges going up. I ~Jelcome the pilot programme. I would like to 

think in terms of not having Labrador Services to run this particular 

lodge hut possibly to p.ive it over to some qualified native people 

to do the operation for them, and possibly with the chought in 

mind of turning it over to local groups for operational purposes, 

I think this is the concept of what we are trying to get into. 

MR. DOODY: This could very well be, and if it is probably in the 

interest of the district,we can let the item stand over for another 

year. 

MR. WOODWARD: But if the honourable minister at a later date or 

maybe next week or sometime can fill me in with the information so 

that when I ~et inquiries from the district that we can -

AN HON. MF.MBF.R: Inaudible. 

On motion 913-07-01 carried. 

On motion g1_3-o·-02 throui;h 07-03 carried. 

}IR. CHAIR'-IAN:· 

}'R. WOODWARD: 

Shall 913-07-04 carry? 

04 - Sawmill }1achinery and Equipment. Maybe the 

honourable minister can explain where the equipment is going or if 

this is the upp,rading of the equipment in Northwest River? The 

sawmill i=iclditional eqn-f.pmPnt~ 

On motion or, cnrrl••d. 

"R. tll\flSl'."1.1.· llf'fnre ~•r cnrry or,, :rr. Ch11irman, there !fl an 

amen,lmf'nt to O'i which showR a nil hal,mcc>. Subhead g13-07-0S -
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Housing Eskimos and Indians,which presently has a nil balance,should 

be increased by $33n,ono. offsetting this amount will be an · 

appropriation-in-aid of $214,500 thereby requiring Subhead 913-10-04, 

Govern~ent of Canada (Capital),to he increased from $665,000 to 

$879,SOO. · The gist of this amendment then, Mr. Chairman. is to 

provide for an expenditure of $330,000,contribution from the 

Government of Canada,$214.SOn, I propose this amendment and 

ask that the totals he adjusted accordingly. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, may I speak on the ame~dment or the 

amount that is in here. I do not know if the minister has the 

information availahle. the number of homes going into each 

community -

~- ROUSSF.A!l: Twenty to twenty-five will be built right now. 

'1-!R. WOODWARD: Twenty to twenty-five and at a later date you will 

give me the list of the number of homes that -

~. ROWF. W.N. The amount of money that is grabbed out of the 

air by the honourable House Leader for the building of housing 

for Eskimos and Indians, now surely here,Mr. Ckainnan, it is being 

based on some rationale or other, We will hear later where it is 

going to go, or we have not decided yet and this sort.of thing. I 

mean what is the rationale1 What is the idea of it7 I mean.why 

this amount of money? 

MR. ROUSSF.AU: This amount of money is to build twenty to twenty-five 

homes in the area of Nain. Hopedale, Makkovik, Postville Rigolet 

and Northwest River on the hases of possibly two to one for Nain. 

Last year,for example,if I may r,ive the fi~ures and I would suggest 

that they would be approximately in the same proportion, there were 

seven at Nain, six at Hopedale, five at ~ak~ov1k and four each in 

Postville and Rirolet and Northwest River; so there will be 

approximately the saine ratio ap,ain. 

PR. FORfRTS· I must say, ~r. Chaiman, I think on the estimates is 

suppose to he the time when the ministers are tried and we have 

seen some good perfonnances from the ii;entleman for Harbour }1ain. 

1he ~inister of Industrial Development gave us one but really I 
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do not think there has h!'en an item on which we have questioned. 

We have 1'een rather delicate with respect to this department.where 

the minister has heen able to supply us with any accurate information 

at all. You know,to say twenty to twenty-five when he thinks and 

he thinks arm he thinks there must be a programme. Indeed, I will 

go further. Sir, these amounts,as the House Leader for the other 

side has pointed out,are offset in large measure by appropriations

in-aid from the Government of Canada. 

MR. ROWE. W.N. They did not just lash that out. 

MR. RORF.RTS: The r.overnment of Canada. There is an agreed programme 

between the Government of this Province and the C,overnment of Canada. 

It has heen adopted by order-in-council ~y this government and by 

an order-in-council at Ottawa. If it has not so been done, it is the first 

time in the twelve or fifteen years there has been a programme that 

it has not been done. 

Now does the minister know~ I mean,he is askin~ and we are quite 

prepared to vote the money. I wish we could vote twice as much 

because anybody who has seen anything of housinp. conditions in these 

communities knows that the need in this programme is a good one, 

It could be better. I mean this is not some vapue thing, it is not 

the matter we are tryin~ to recruit staff, 1 mean,that we understand. 

It is an on-going programme. It is worked out by officials. There is 

a joint committee. I do not know who is on it at present but there 

have heen so much toing - and-froing in the department 'fr. Andrew's 

was always on it, the !"leputy uinister of l!ealt~. the Deputy ~inister 

of F.ducat1.on, ~fr. Phi.lip P:mley, used to be on it, I do not know if 

his successor ~Ir. Roebotham is or not. but there is a joint committee 

of officials who works out the programme, As my honourable friend fr01;. :-;t,ite 

Bay South points out, Ottawa just do not lash it out,it is a~reed 

and there is usually a lot of back and forth,coming and going and 

then out of it comes a pror,ramme and Ottawa a~rees to pay - is it 

ninety per cent of the cost of Tndians and two-thirds the cost of 

Fskfmoq? nr 1s the nro10ct in r0spC'ct of Tndfans and a project in 

rC'spC'<'.t of l'sl: !mos? 
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So t:.~ l.lini:.t~r co..ic1o to t,,_. c<Ji.waittc:c: 1111ith -ylit: wanling. 

I meanr this ploy we are seeing now was worked out, I am sure. 

days ago, the minister knew what would he happenin~. It is an easy matter 

to anticipate it. It is not as if,as I have seen happen on estil!'&tes 

sometimes, ~r. Chajrman, you know a question that nobody could ever 

anticipate and nobody has asked. Mr. Bill Browne, the honourable 

W.J. Browne,used to do that. questions that nobody would ever 

dream of !·1r. Browne would come up with. The questions we have 

asked are fairly straightforward. I have never seen a man,{he 

had a great repvtation when he began a couple of hours ago) I have 

never seen a man expose himself as completely. I mean,can he tell 

us what the programme isl I am sure it has been agreed by order-in

council here and in Ottawa and there are minutes of what happens, 

The minutes are approved by order-in-council and if it has not been 

done it is the first time. I can only speak of four or five years 

with personal knowledge but it was always done and I am sure always 

has been and I would presume always will be. I mean9 this is just 

too,too much. He has help from the Premier. The Premier has been 

down helping him, the gentleman for St. John's East Extern has been 

down helping him, the junior member for Harbour Main has been 

helping him, the Premier is coming to help him again now. I,mean 

does the minister - the minister is asking us for a net of $7 million, 

one whack of cash. 

F.very question we have asked him, he just says,"! will find 

out." He has tried to be helpful. It seems to me he did not know 

anything to start with. I do not know, I mean really it is too 

much and I am surprised hut without at all 1okinp.:, the :ninister has 

struck me as being one of the more competent on the other side. 

It is the first time he has ever put estimates through the committee. 

lie is doinR it under good conditions because everyhody on this side 

is heaten to a frazzle .1u!'!t as I suspect most of the memhers on the 

other side are. 

AN HON. HEHBF.R· No we are not. 
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M'R. ROBF.RTS: ~!o. they ,'lT<' as fresh as a c!aisy. 

AN PON. t-•n•RF.R: Tnauc!ihle. 

MR. lWl•Jl". . W.N. Pe always looks stupid. 

~-~!'.!'RTS· Yes, Teddy Bear always looks like that. 

PK - J 0 

But, Mr. Chairman, the point 1s the minister is here under 

optimum conditions. There is hardly any - there is no desire on 

our part to - we thoupht he was doinP. well but really he has exposed 

himself completely as beinJ inept -

MR. ROWE, W.N. You were dazzled by the flash bulbs. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Well I may have been dazzled by the flash hulbs but 

I have never seen a man start off with as Rreat a reputation nnd 

two hours later have it in shambles. r--:ow can the Premier• the 

minister cannot answer the question, perhaps the Premier can. 

MR. ROUSSFAU: The hom~ing for India.ns and F.skimos, there will he 

provided approximAtely twenty ne1or homes at the communities of 

Nain, Hopedale, Mal<.kovik, Postville, Rif!olet and Northwest P.iver, 

I will undertake to provide when the decision has been made as 

to where they are and where they are going to be located and that 

would be tomorrow I would hope or today. 

MR. ROBFRTS: Mr. Chairman, will the honourahle p,entleman undertake 

to tahle the minutes of the committee of officials between Ottawa ~nd 

Newfoundland? I do not think it is a very secret doc11T11C"nt. It 

is aii;reed between the two p,overnrnc-nt, l!oulrl the l'.linist~r undert:iJ,e to 

tahle that? 

MR. ROUSSF.AL: If it is available, yes. 

~. RORERTS: Well H it is availahll', and if it is not available.,. 

will he provide an explanation"? lt has always been availahle. 

On motion(Os)as amended carried. 

MR. CHAIRr!AN: Shall (Of'i) carry? 

!-fR. WOODWARD: }'aybe the minister could explain this. ls this the total 

operational cost for the dormitory ? There- 1-s some controveri:;y over 

1.t and I am sure> the> ministC"r 1.s nwarr of the controversy that developed 

in the last couple> of days. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: The Dormitory at Northwest River? 

MR. Wf)ODllARD : Yes. What is the total industry is picking up for 

the operation of the dormitory? 

MR. ROUSSCArr· Seventy-five thousand is required to complete the 

dormitory, $125,000 to construct and equip the children's home in 

Northwest River, the children who require care for short periods, 

similar to the United Church ehildren's Home in St. John's. 

$200,000. 

On motion 06 carried. 

On motion 07 card.ed. 

Shall OR carry? MR. CHA IR~l<\N · 

HR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, $265,000 for water and sewerage systems. 

Maybe the minister can inform the committee as to what communities, 

how much money is being spent in each community? What programmes7 

We talked in terms of Stage I and Stage II. Maybe the minister 

can inform the committee what communities will get a start on 

water and sewera11:e and what phase will get started this year·. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The division undertook with an engineering firm 

to do water surveys of the communities of Nain, Makkovik, and 

Northwest River. Now the studies.by the way,are the Nain studY, 

I have just received in my office yesterday, the other ones will be 

-
completed within I guess the next six months or so. The amount here 

of $265,000 is for the initial stages of construction of the water 

system for Nain, $200,000; waterline to fish plant at Makkovik, 

$25,000; water supply system for Rigolet $10,000, and additional 

equipment for Hoped:.le pumps, $5,000; the finalized plan for the 

Northwest River water system $25,000. 

On motion 08 carried. 

On motion 09 carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN· Shall 10 carry? 

On 10, Mr. Chairman, Fishery Premises and Equipment: 

Is this the additional equipment that is r,oing in to complete the 
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plant ~t Makkovik? 

"°'R. ROUSSF.Al1 : Right. 

MR. WOODWAFD: Or will there be any upgrading or additional equipment 

for that plant at Nairi'? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: To complete the Makkovik fish plant,$50,000; ice 

making machine and other plant equipment, construction of workers 

restroom and toilet facllities,S45.000 and nets and fishinP, P,ear 

for all settlements $30,000. 

On motion 10 carried. 

On motion 914-03-01 through 08 carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall OQ carry? 

~- ROWF.. W.N. On 09, Mr. Chairman, could the minister give us 

some indication as to what the others are? 

~- ROUSSEAU: Grants to the Canadian C9uncil Social Development, 

$3,600: Newfoundland and Labrador Association for the aging, $4,500; 

the Canadian Legion $1,500; the Kiwanis Operation Drug Alert St. 

John's.$15,000; the West Coast Drug Drop-in Centre Corner Brook,$17,000; 

Insip,ht Grand Falls,$59,50; Multiple Sclerosis,~l,000; Canadian 

Diabetic Society,~1,800. 

~. ROWF. -~~-'- What is the basis on which the government decide 

to give out grants to these organizations? I mean is it a sort of 

any laudible enterprise that one might wish to start , prov1d1np, 

some kind of a public service of this nature can expect to get a 

grant from the gove1;t1ment to operate it, is that the idea? 

MR. ROUSSF.AU: Well any group that is providing a community service 

or a necessary service to comr.mnities would certainly 1-e eligible. 

But in the context of the money available then,we have to establish 

which groups that we can provide grants to. I could respectfully 

sup,gest here that there are a lot who should have them who do not 

have them because the finances are not thc>re. Rut at this point in 

time these> have bc>c>n nornially Pstablished with an oripinal amount 

1mmewhC'r<' nlonr- thr way .,nrl normally th<'y requc-st from yc-ar to year 
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increases and it is very difficult to increase.if you want - either 

you have to increase or add on new ones. Especially as you will 

notice here,there is $32.000 going for the Drug Alert group at 

St. John's and the Drop-in Centre at Corner Brook. We think that 

to be an important aspect of living in today•~ society and we 

would like to help in a government way in combating the druP, 

problems. So these are various societies which provide a 

counnunity service in which there is money available to operate, 

from p:overnment. 

Why does not the min1Rter break out the others 

and list them like the other ones are listed there? ~ne there, 

for example, is getting $18,000 or something I heard, It ~eems 

to me a signif~cant amotmt .of money. 

MR. ROUS~F.AU: I am sorry , a breii.kdown. 

f-ffl.. ROWE. W .N Here it lists down eight of them and then "Others" 

take $52,00~. I mean,why is it not set out? 

HR. ROUSSF.AU: These are fairly new ones and they were booked in 

with the other group. The other ones were pretty standard ,they 

had been in operation for a number of years,and these are fairly 

new ones, the Drug Alert one and so on and so forth. 

MR • ROWF. • W. N • But there is no money here now, Mr. Chairman, there 

is no sort of, well it would not be a contingency fund that Jmpliea 

an emergency of some sort, but there is no slush fund as such in 

case other ~nterprises this year were to apply to the minister.for 

example, for money. It is all committed,is it? 

MR. ROUSSEAU : Only the magnanimity of the Minister of Finance. 

Again normally these groups know that the budget is brought 

down at this time of the year and normally the requestswe have at 

this time of the year,there would be no further request during the 

year under normal conditions and any other that was requested during 

the year we would have to delay of course until the nPw fiscal 

year. 
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On motion 03-oq carried. 

On motion 971 - Rlock ProviRion~ Canada Pension Plan carried. 

On motion C)72 - lllock Provision, Unemployment Insurance carried. 

SOCIAL SF.RVICF.S 
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MR. MURPHY: I just want to say that I do not want my political 

future destroyed so I brought in some of my officials here to 

give me a help. 

Mr. Chairman I did have a statement on the policy 

so on and so forth of the philosophy of this department but 

I think at this hour of the day, I do not think it would be too 

greatly appreciated. As we are all aware I think in doing estimates, 

(I have been in this House for ten or eleven years) everything is 

itemized here so that we can get all the information that is 

possible out to the people. AB the items come up, I will be only 

too happy to discuss them. If I do not have the answers, I am 

sure that these two men,who are two of the most competent men in 

the civil service, will supply them for me. 

On motion Head 801, carried. 

On motion Head 802, carried. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Mr. Chairman, would you suggest to the clerk 

that he be a little more distinct in his reading and also a little 

slower. We are not all like the member from Burgeo who can grasp 

these things inunediately. Some of us are a little slower. Even 

the minister you see is lost. 

MR. MURPHY: No, I was just wo~dering what is happening down there. 

MR. ROWE (W.N.):Here he comes now, Hr. Chairman. He is going to help 

us out. 

MR. EVANS: From an ordinary individual I would not mind,but from 

somebody with an I.Q. that is a bit lower than what we would call 

a retarded chipmunk - we will as far as I am concerned. 

HR. ROWE (W.N.): The question I was going to ask, Mr. Chairman -

MR. CHAIRMAN: With respect to the honourable member's point of 

privilege, ·the Chair will take in under advisement and rule on it later. 

MR. ROWE (W .N.): This is a new division, plannin17, and research 

I think. Would the minister give us some idea of that? 

MR. MURPHY: Quite frankly, Mr. Chairman, ft is something that is 
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badly needed in our department. It is being done on the federal 

level and it is a posiflon that we are looking for that is not yet 

filled and we certainly hope to get it as soon as possible. 

MR.ROWE(W.N.): Yes, what kind of planning and research is envisaged? 

MR. MURPHY: Basically the income on maintenance programmes under 

the federal CAP, Canada Assistance Plan. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): So it i~ sort of what might be described as more 

or less academic research, researching the plans, trying to say 

alter the cost shared programme between the province and Canada 

to suit our circumstances, that kind of a thing, negotiations 

with Ottawa and that sort of thing. Is that the idea? 

MR. MURPHY: Actually my deputy minister tells me we have to know 

what type of programmes are best suited to the needs of our 

particular province and to do this there are people who would 

be specialists in that area and this would be their job to do 

that. 

MR. WOODWARD: Are there people or one person? How much is in the 

estimates? 

MR. MURPHY: One person at the present time. 

MR. WOODWARD: One person. No, you are not going to divide that 

$12,000 up among eight or ten people. 

On motion, Head 803, carried. 

On motion, 804(01) through 804(02)(02), carried. 

804(02)(03): 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, on (01)-0peration of Motor Ve8sels, 

does the minister have a yacht? Maybe he can explain to the 

committee -

MR. MURPHY: She is tied up for the winter and that is why the 

cost is so small here but we did have a couple of boats in 

Fortune Bay. This is a motor vessel we nad there but due to the 

roads now in Fortune Bay I think there are only two places,if I 

am not mistaken, so this will be ~based out at the end of - {t 
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is phased out now basically. 

MR. WOODWARD: The money that is in the vote then.if the boat is 

phased out what will the money be used for? Will it be used for 

the purpose of renting that? 

MR. MURPHY: We had two but there will be one left the ''William 

Whiteway" which operates from Rose Blanche to Francois on the 

Western end of the South Coast. 

On motion, 804(02)(04), carried. 

804(02)(04): 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): Mr. Chairman, why is the vote for professional 

training down, cut by half? 

MR. MURPHY: Previously in this department they had a system of 

bursaries to students coming into training but that is cut out 

now and they do not give these bursaries any more. 

MR. WOODWARD: Yes, but can they not cut out the - They still 

have $14,500 left in there. 

MR. MURPHY: That is what we call for in-service training for 

our welfare officers where they come into the office and this 

type of thing, pays transportation and their expenses at 

headquarters and so on. 

MR. WOODWARD: Their entertainment. 

On motion, Head 804, carried. 

805(01): 

HR. R0WE(W.N.): Why is that down, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. MURPHY : There is a gentleman and his secretary who were 

formerly with the training school in our department and are now 

transferred to the Department of Rehabilation and Recreation. There 

will be some changes and as you go through you will notice,because 

of the separation actually of the two departments. 

On motion, 805(01) through 805(03)(01), carried. 

805(03)(04): 

HR. _R01ff, (ILN.J3 Mr. Chntrmnn, wJ-,dt b the rat~ now p~r child for 

nn 11nmnrried mother? 
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MR. MURPHY: I have no idea as I never used them. 

It is too late now. 

MR •. MURPHY: Actually this is not their rates but this is a ~rant 

to them for ler,al services to help them. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): To get after the punitive fathers. 

MR. MURPHY: To get after whom? That is what it is for basically 

for,legal services towards maintenance. 

On motion, 805(03)(04) through 805(03)(06), carried. 

805(03)(07): 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): I would like to hear what the exact policy is 

with respect to those who are on social assistance havinP, to pay 

school assessments. I know during the run of a year I get fifteen 

or twenty letters. Now is there a firm policy on this or is it up 

to the school boards? I probably should have asked the question 

when we were dealing with the Department of Education but what 

is the policy? 

MR. MURPHY: Actually there is no provision anywhere in the plan 

to provide funds for people on welfare but I will agree with the 

honourable gentleman, as I said in the House,! think on the education 

estimates, it is one of the things that we meet with together with 

municipalities when we get taxes. As I said at that time we are 

hoping to meet with the Department of Education and with the 

others to try to work out some system where we can,but basically 

the fact is y0u cannot squeeze blood out of a turnip. They just 

do not have the money and that is it,but they are being pestered 

and sU111moned. What we can do,I do not know. Actually there 

is nothing we can do under the present setup. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Now on top of that we have a situation where the 

school tax authorities are considering trying to figure out some 

means and method of taxing the people who are on social ass.istance. 

It seems like a ridiculous thing but the sooner this is worked out 

obviously the better, Mr. Chairman. 

On motion, llt•,,cl 805, carried. 
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On motion, 806(01) through 806(02)(03), carried. 

806(03)(01): 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, I do not know where to bring up 

this particular question. I do not know if it is coincidence or 

if I am going paranoid or what but -

AL~ HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): There are a few of us, Mr. Chairman, trying to 

do the business of this country: 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: That is the most sensible thing the minister has ever 

said. The most sensible thing he could evet say would be, "I resign." 

But reall; could we have them open. I mean it is dingy and dirty 

enough in here now without -

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think it is a perfectly legitimate request and 

it is directed to either open them or close them. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, I do not know where to bring up 

this question. Where do we bring up fuel allowances? 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): I asked the minister on several occasions if he 

would consider increasing the fuel allo}.'ance for the people on 

the Great Northern Peninsula to bring them in line with what the 

people in Labrador are getting and he undertook to look into it 

or study it and I wonder if he has any firm policy on this at 

the present time. They get $5.00 more per month in Labrador, I 

believe. Now I reali~e, Mr. Chairman, that the basic problem 

with respect to fuel allowance is not the fact that they do not 

get enouRh fuel but it is the fact that they cannot keep the 

houses warm if they had a blast furnace in there because some 

of these homes are in a pretty deplorable condition. But just 

the same,if we ·do have special consideration for Labrador and 

when you consider the location of the Great Northern Peninsula 

and the prevailinp. westerlies over the ice in the winter,! think 
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it is orily reasonable to give some such consideration to that area. 

So I do not know if th~minister -

MR. YOUSG: We requested that the drapes be drawn because we were 

blinded with the sun over here. It is quite all right for the 

Leader of the Opposition because he is over there squat down in 

his chair but at least we could have them half across, Sir, or 

something. I mean this is why we requested them to b• drawn because 

the sun is blinding us over here. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. YOUNG: I would close your eyes anytime my son,but that is 

nothing to me, I mean I do not want to be blinded. If it were 

five o'clock this afternoon,you could get away with it. 

MR. MURPHY: Is it all right to answer the question nov? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable gentlemen will no doubt agree that 

this is an acceptable compromise. 

MR. MURPHY: Now in answer to the·queation asked by the member 

for St. Barbe North,the department is very much aware,particularly 

this past winter,of the fuel allowance. It was increased $5.00 

last year all across the board and there is a special allowance 

for Labrador. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. MURPHY: Yes, and St. John's Centre were pretty cold this 

winter too. But this is a thing that is being looked after, Sir. 

It is something that within the means, As I say,last year there 

were rates right across the board on fuel but it is being 

considered and what this year will be we do not know. \·1e have 

a couple of million dollars extra in the fund this year,thanks 

to the generosity of the Premier and my colleagues in the cabinet 

who have very warm hearts for people who need things. I think it 

has been overlooked for a long, long time,the needs of these people. 

So as I say,it is very much active, Mr. Chairman, and we hope we 

can do something with it. 
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MR. ROWE°(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, I do not want to be persistent on 

this but this is what I~heard during the winter,that it is very 

active. This is the kind of information, Mr. Chairman, that I 

got during the winter,that it is under active consideration. What 

I am asking the minister is will he have deciderl upon a policy 

before the coming winter, the next winter. 

MR. MURPHY: Yes I am saying that there will be a policy .decided 

on it. I mean we have been after it for fifteen years and it is 

only this year we increased it $5.00. 

MR. ROWE (F .B.): Right. 

MR. MURPHY: If you want to get snappy on the thing -

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, I am not -

MR. MURPHY: It would have cost $1 million to increase it $5.00. 

We figured the whole thing out and we just did not have the 

money in the estimates to do it. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Yes, All right, that is all I am asking. 

MR. MURPHY: I have already told the honourable member and if he 
I 

wants it in writing I will give it to him but that is all I can 

do. 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): No, there is no need. No, no, no, Mr. Chairman, 

the last bit of information that I got -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): What is going on here, Mr. Chairmant I cannot hear 

myself speak. 

MR. MURPHY: But that is not a reasonable request. I ,,,ld you what 

we hoped to do-

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Chairman, if the honourable minister will ~ive 

me a chance to ask a question,he would not be so tangled up as he is 

at the present time. 

JM - 7 

MR. CHAIRMA.~: If honourable members will permit, it is very difficult 

for two members to address the Ci,air at the same time. So the 
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honourable member for St. Barbe North has the floor and his method 

of approach is quite in order. 

MR. ROWE ( F . B • ) : Mr. Chairman, the last time I got up to speak I 

got up to speak for one reason because the answer to my question 

from the minister was that it was under active consideration. 

I simply asked would there be a definite policy established by 

the coming winter and he informed me that there is and I am 

satisfied with the answer. But there was no need to launch back 

fifteen years ago and all this sort of thing. I will keep asking 

the same thing over and over if I do not get an answer. 

On motion, 806(03)(01), carried. 

806(03)(02): 

MR. R0WE(W.N.): (Inaudible). 

MR. MURPHY: Long term is pretty well basic right across the 

board and there maybe little variations but the clientele are 

just about the same. Perhaps there might be a little up and 

down because -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. MURPHY: Well, in a sense I think. It seems to balance out I 

think. If you check back I think you will find that the estimates -

It is something like a pension I believe,in this ,way. 

MR. ROBERTS : How can you be angry with the gentleman from 

St. John's Centre? I mean he is such a lovely fellow. The long 

term assistance historically, as I am sure his deputy minister can 

tell him, has gone up five per cent a year on the average over the 

past ten years. When did the Canada Assistance Plan come in~ 1966. 

It has gone up on an average of five per cent a year. 

MR. MURPHY: They tell me it is just about leveled off the past 

couple of years. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

But why? 

HR. MURPHY: 

MR . ROf\ERTS: 

Just about leveled off. Okay that is a reasonable thing, 

ThRt I~ n Rood que~tion. 

I thou~ht It wafl a very ~ood (JUestion. At six o'clock 
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in the morning I am pleased with myself for having asked that. 

MR. MURPHY: My officials feel that _the Canada Pension Plan might 

have taken up some of the slack in that way the past three or four 

year. Basically that is the only way they can judge it. 

MR. ROBERTS: I do not have the heart. 

MR. MURPHY: People are now becoming eligible. 

On motion, 806(03)(02) and (03)(03), carried. 

806(03)(04): 

MR. ROBERTS: Hold on now, that·is blind persons' allowances. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): Well, in any event why is it down? 

MR. ROBERTS: That is a federal programme phasing out. It is one 

of the old categorical assistance programmes. 

MR. ROWE (-1. N.) : That is good enough. 

MR. RO~ERTS: You get more money there than if you put them under 

Canada Assistance. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

HR. ROBERTS: But I mean that is a categorical progratmne and will 

carry till most people have died actually or until they all get 

pensioned. 

MR. MURPHY: I would say so. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, that is right. T~e deputy agrees with me. 

MR. MURPHY: That is where I get my information. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, it is a good source. The minister should consult 

him more often. 

On motion, Head 806, carried. 

807(01): 

MR. RORF.RTS: Mr. Chairman, I would like perhaps a word or two of 

explanation on it and maybe this is the place where I could bring 

up a curious story that was .related to me a couple of weeks ago 

by a gentleman from Colinet or somewhere in that part of St. Mary's Bay. 

He told me an ·enthrallin~ story, , Mr. Chairman, that seems to relate 

to employment opportunities. It is the sar,a of the chain saws. Their 
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story,and I have not had the opportunity to check it. The minister 

may need a drink with ffiis one as it is that sort of story. The 

Premier would be interested in it. I think his sense of hmnour 

would be tickled. 

Apparently the department have purchased thirty chain 

saws,"Pioneer",at $205.00.each,and they have provided these chain 

saws with thirty men through the Harvey Road Welfare Office. It is 

a sensible enough project in theory. These men were then sent 

to Stephenville where there is an upgrading school and they had 

two weeks at the upgrading school,and low and behold they were 

made into loggers in two weeks~ Now it is not that every logger 

in Newfoundland is employed,as I could probably find three or 

four in my constituency who are not employe~ and are on short-term 

assistance at this moment. At this moment they are in bed,if they 

are sensible people. But I mean they are all living around 

Roddickton, Main Brook, Englee, Conche. Anyway we apparently took 

thirty men, when I say from St. John's I mean through the Harvey 

Road City Welfare Office, not from the Long Pond office, not from 

the Bay Bulls office but from the Harvey Road office who out of 

all the loggers there are,here in St. John's. There is a fellow 

living down on Bulley Street. He is a logger. I expect he is 

called a lodger. These men were ,i:iven chain saws, nice new "Pioneer" 

chain saws, not the best but next to the top line, $205.00 each. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: I agree but it is ·not a good programme. It is good 

in theory but it has really been botched. What happeneo was these 

men went off to Stephenville each clutching his chain saw, his new 

chain saw under his arm,and they were shown a tree and they probably 

cut that tree and they got paid. Canada Manpower I suppose lashed 

out two weeks or three weeks pay for them. I am reading the 

story thAt came to me and it may not be true but it is too good a 

story to ml11s. 

So nt th,• rnd of two or thr<>e weeks they were given a 
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certificate as lo~gers. Thank heavens they were not taken on the 

Bill of Cape St. Georr,e, Your Honour, or they would have been made 

fishermen or if they went into the experimental farm in Mt. Pearl 

they would have been cows. Then they were brought back and set 

to work and one of the gentlemen who came to see me has $10,000 

from the Minister of Rural Development, another dilly of a 

programme and we will come to that one of these days, $10,000 to 

set up a little lo~ging industry,and he hired one or two of these 

fellows. You should hear them talk. You really should have, 

Mr. Chairman, you should have heard the description. Because 

what happened,to hear their employer talk,if you turned your 

back on them for a minute they were asleep, a little like most 

of the members, but when they were cutting the stumps were five 

feet high and when the employer said, "Man we are paid by the 

cord and the cord is a measure of length among other things and 

should you not bend over." The fellow said, ( unprintable profanity 1 

"What do you mean bend over? I am here on the welfare chain saw 

progra11D11e." I am serious and the Premier might have a look into it. 

But the best of it, Sir, is that of these thirty men 

maybe ten are now at work as loggers or doing anything. A number 

of them have sold their chain saws, a sensible idea as they were 

not using them, traded them in for something useful like money, 

cash,and gone off to ~pper Canada somewhere. That is the story 

I get. Now I do not know if it is true or not. The minister could 

tell me about it. The rest of them, there are a handful at work, 

another handful have converted their chain saws into cash and gone 

on. The middle group still have their chain saws and they are not 

at work. Once in a while they go to work. The story is a taxi 

pulls up to their door,here in St. John's,the driver goes up and 

knocks on the door :md !'lays. "Good mornfnp, to you, Sit', it is nine 

o'c:loc-k now nn,l th1'4 1~ your wrl fnrr. tnxl 11rrvlc• nnd WC!: nre here 

under the employment opportunities pro~r11mme. Would you like to go 

to work today?" "No," he says, "I do not want to go to work today. 
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I do not think it is my day to go to work, boy. I 'vas at work one 

day there last month and did not much like it." I mean that is 

the story I am told. It sounds incredible. It really sounds 

incredible. 

AN HON. MEMRER: I thou~ht you were going to say they went down 

to Goose Hay. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, there are enough troubles at Goose Bay but the 

men at Goose Bay are logr,ers. I mean if this is even - I obviously 

embellished it somewhat, not very much I suggest. Maybe the 

minister could say a few words on it. Some of my colleagues were 

present and we had a most entertaining half hour with these 

gentlemen who by the way have since I gather been persuaded to 

tell theic story on "Here ·and Now." It will make interesting 

viewing. But what is it all about? There may not be a 

scintilla of truth in what I say but what I have said I pass on 

as having been told by two gentlemen who appeared to have a 

legitimate case. If it is true,it is the biggest boondoggle. 

Employment obviously is a valuable thing and it is a good suggestion, 

but what is it all about? 

MR. MURPHY: As I can understand, Hr. Chairman, the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition refers to thirty people and out of that 

thirty people who are chronic welfare recipients we put ten of them 

in jobs apparently. I am only hearing the story from the Leader 

of the Opposition which I think is tremendous. These are people 

who abused certain privile1es if they sold their chain saws.but it 

is no more than some neople down through the years who abused their 

cheque to buy beer or liquor out of, their welfare cheques. But 

quite frankly I am rather pleased if we can rehabilitate one out 

of three people whom we try to and whether it is a chain saw or P 

.\ ... 
hockey stick.what cUfference does it make. It sounds funny and I 

c:1n Ree the hono11rnhle l.1•:11lcr of the Opposition make great play of 

thJ11,but r hrt you tht>rc- h11vr h<'t>n lorp;ers brought down from 

Whfte Rnv and put Into olh~r !ohs and made R success of working 
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in offices and and this ~ype of thing eventually or utility men. 

If the honourable Leade~ of the Opposition feels that we 

should forget this employment opportunities pro~ramme because 

this particular one failed. So he went off with his chain saw 

under his arm. He did not expect us to send him a valet to carry 

the chain saw for him, Sir? Basically he carries his own chain 

saw. But if he feels it is an absolute waste of money, if we can 

put three people to work in employment,and we have done over 

six hundred,temporary and permanent perhaps,but this pays the 

salaries of quite a lot of the welfare workers. The thing might 

have been abused. I imagine they got a great kick out of this 

somewhere along the way. They might have been on ''Here and Now" 

but I did not hear them. I would like to hear their story. I 

would like the names of those who sold their chain saws because 

I think the Leader of the Opposition is just as much responsible 

for the property of this government as I am as minister. If this 

is a fact,then I certainly would like to know of any abuse. 

But we are giving it a good try and we certainly hope 

that the thing will pan out. We have chronic, as I said, people 

on welfare for years, out of hell there is no redemption and this 

kind of stuff, but there is redemption for them now,at least with 

these employment opportunities we have people working and it is 

the first time. I want to thank the honourable member for St. John's 

East Extern, the former minister. I think one of the things, only one 

of the things that he did,in addition to increasing the welfare rates 

and everythin~, was to make these people see some purpose in living. 

after twenty-three years of almost dejection. Only the year 

before last,the honourable member for Bell Island and I say he did 

this,brought some sense of feeling to these people by paying them 

by cheque instead of issuing the old dole order. It was a darn good 

move and I compliment the man for doing it, In my opinion, Sir, it 

is a very humantdepartment and these people have feelings and they 
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have ri~hts and we are trying to give them to them. 

The honoural?J.e Leader of the Opposition can laugh in his 

snide, scornful way he laur,hed there. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, I am not laughing at that. 

MR. MURPHY: He cannot tell me as I have put up with it for five 

years. Very funny, very funny with his rather sarcastic remarks. 

This is a bit too serious, Sir, for anybody to make jokes of this 

thing and if sixty-six per cent failed.I would say thank God for 

the one-third who succeeded. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, having heard the minister's defense 

I can only conclude that most of what I was told was in fact -

MR. MURPHY: I have no idea. I have no reason to believe the 

honourable Leader of the Opposition's story. 

MR. ROBERTS: I can believe that. I can believe that the minister 

has no idea at all as he has only been minister of the department 

for four months and he obviously has no idea. This is in theory 

a most valuable prograIIDlle. It is perhaps the star in the crown 

administratively or politically speaking and he -has no idea about 

it. Well, I wauld suggest, if he wants to say I am against it, I 

mean that is childish, even for the minister that is childish. 

MR. MURPHY: It is not childish. Everything we did yet you brought 

it up -

MR. ROBERTS: Even for the honourable gentleman that is childish. 

I suggest he look into this because any programme that looks to 

gentlemen in St. John's as potential loggers,! suggest it bears 

some examination. I am all for trying to rehabilitate •,eople. 

MR. MURPHY: That is why you put the birch plant in Donovans, was it? 

MR. ROBERTS: These people were cutting for the birch plant. 

MR. MURPHY: That was the honourable gentleman's -

JM - 14 

MR. ROBERTS: That is right, the people ~ho came to see me were cutting 

for the birch plant. The birch plant went there in 1950 or 1951 and 

I was ten years old at tht• time. T am fully responsible for that 

decision? T wns t<-n yc:-nri, old 11nd I am fully responsible for that 
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decision. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (InaU-Oible). 

MR. ROBERTS: Now the honourable conflict of interest is in there 

now. Now, Mr. Chairman, as I was saying,all I point out is that the 

programme was a ~ood one. W~ will have to wait a bit because of 

those six hundred johs,the minister says some are permanent and 

some are temporary. I suspect if we took out the LIP jobs . from 

that we would come to about three-and-a-quarter permanent jobs. 

All I suggest to the minister is that he might wish to investigate 

this because thirty chain saws - $6,000 and apparently it is 

just gone. Now maybe it produced, I do not know if it produced 

one job or ten or twenty-one but it does not matter. That is not 

the point. The point is that apparently th~re has been a waste -

Apparently public money has been used carelessly. 

MR. MURPHY: Did the honourable Leader of the Opposition feel it 

was his duty to advise the departm~nt? I do not know if there -

MR. ROBERTS: It is not my job to advise the department. I am 

trying to give the minister a few hints here now. Let him deal 

with the department. He has two officials there who are among 

the most competent men in the government. 

MR. MURPHY: Right. 

MR. ROBERTS: Indeed the best thing about the minister is his 

officials. Now, Mr. Chairman, all I ask is that the minister 

might want to look into this. Apparently there have been some 

abus~ 

MR. MURPHY: Absolutely,we will look into it. 

MR. RORERTS: To me the staggering thing, Mr. Chairman, is that 

the minister does not know anything about it. I do not know what 

he does down in that department. To hear him talk and I agree with 

him,it is one of the areas where something can be done. Most of 

that department is a matter really of the long-term is ongoing 

and short-term is largely uncontrJllable. If a man comes in to 

JM - 15 

his office and proves his need,really one just issues a cheque, issues 
.. ., 
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the assfst:ance and that: is the way it: should be. I mean it is an 

administrative machine -and a very good one. There are very few 

areas now,especially as all the rehabilitation stuff has been moved 

over to the tender inadequacies of the gentleman for Labrador Wes~ 

and this is one of the few areas where realJy one could make some 

significant steps. 

All I point out is I heard this story. I began.by sayin~ 

I did not know if it were true or not. It sounded too astounding 

to be true. For the minister to implicate his predecessor,t:he 

honourable member for St. John's East Extern,is no favour to 

that gentleman at all. My suggestion would be simply that the 

minister look into it and if there have been mismanagements as 

apparently there have been because any govermnent that would hire 

thirty men in St. John's to be loggers- now hire the thirty men 

in St. John's by all means,and maybe they did not all come from 

St. John's but St. John's is not the logging area in Newfoundland. 

St. John's has many things to offer. If one wants loggers,! 

suppose Trinity South has lots of men in it who are good loggers. 

The member for Port de Grave has a bit of a logging industry 

goin~ up there.in back of South River, I think on crown land. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Juniper Stump. 

MR. ROBERTS: Is it Juniper Stump? It could be. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is when they are not being run over by the 

buses. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is when they are not being run over by the buses 

hurtling back and forth on that road there. 

close to St. John's from which 

There are many areas 
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men log. That is straightforward. If there are 100,000 people in 

St. John's, I am willing to bet there are not eight loggers. That is 

not St. John's any more than if the honourable gentleman,to mention 

my constituency, if he goes to Ttoddickton, he will not find four 

bookkeepers in all Roddickton. He just will not because the skill, 

the people in Roddickton have are the skills they need in Roddickton. 

They are extremely capable loggers, carpenters, handy-men, mechanics 

and truck drivers. In En~lee you will find good fishermen. You will 

not find any farmers in Englee. 

All I say to the minister is this; apparently there is 

something gone wrong, one aspect of one programme. It is not very 

important except now,obviously, the Question comes up; what else 

is going on in this programme? I wonder if the minister would table 

that? I realize he would not have it ' with him but if he could table 

it a little later in the session, perhaps some data on the six hundred 

jobs. Where have they been created? Name the projects. What are 

the projects? I do not expect the minister, this is not the sort of 

information that any minister would have on his estimates but the 

officials if the minister directs them will I am sure get the 

information, maybe a little report. Perhaps we should have one on 

this.because, I do not know what is going on here. I know the 

gentleman went over to see the C.B.C. because the story they tell 

should become public. That is fine. That is their right. 

Now that I have pointed that out to the minister,there will 

he some public interest. There is nobody in the press gallery, they 

went home hours ap,o. Sensible fellows! Jt is in the House and we 

have all heard it. I ,lo not blame the minister. I am not even blaming 

his predecessor, I am feelin~ very charitahle rir,ht now. This thing 

on the surface is JudicrouR, it really is. Thr Premier would agree I 

am sure that to hire lor.r.erR ln St. John's is A little . much. There 

are no controls. To given man n chnin saw is n very fine thlnr,. I 

know thousands of lo~r,ers in l''.ewfoundland who cnnnot r,et chnin saws 

or who hnve to go up to their nec~s in dcht to rrt them. 
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Let me see who is here - the honourable memher for 

Trinity North has a lot of men in his constituency who log. 

AN H0N. ~!f.!1lF.R: Not now. It is Green Bay now. 

In r.reen Bay, and men have to go up to their ears in 

debt to get a chain saw. The companies sometimes give them out. 

It is heartbre~king! How many times have the honourable gentleman 

from Trinity North have men come to him and say in effect; •·sir, 

can you get l!'e a chain saw.? I can get a _job in the woods if ; 

can get a chain s.1w." Here we have thirty being given out with 

no controls. I am not expecting the minister to have an official 

walking side by side but,I mean, to give a man a machine, a valuable 

machine li~e a chain saw,anrl then have so little control that he 

can - they are even selling those for twenty-five dollars each. 

That is what I was told. You know, twenty-five dollars and they 

go one day. I sunpose it would ro in beer or something, a nice 

drunk and that is the end of it. 

That is not a meaningful rehabilitation programme at all. 

It really is not . I do not blame the minister, he is only new and 

he has his other problems,- Can he look into it? While I am at it, 

let me make a suggestion about chain saws. If there is money to 

lash out for chain saws, jf there is, there are probably five hundred 

bona fide loggers today in Newfoundland who-

AN HON. MEMBER· 

MR. FOBERTS: - ---· ·· 

(Inaudible) 

I am sorry! Did the r,entleman from Trinity South say 

something? I guess he is talY.ing in his sleep then. 

HON • A. J. }'l'RPl!Y : Ile is speakinp; to me I think. ---------·--
~- ROBERTS: Oh! All right, do you want to speak to the honourable 

minister? Would the honourable gentleman like to say a word to the 

minister? Collea~ues should speak to each other once in a while. 

MP. REID: I said it. 

't-4"R. '10P,F~TS: The honourable r,entler.ian said it. That is good. If 

somebody understood it,we would be further ahead. ~r. Chairr.ian, 

there must he five hunclrerl hona fide lo~rers today in Newfoundland. 
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Honourable meribers opposite I am sure know many constituents who 

cannot i!et chain saws. A chain saw is two or three hundred bucks. 

Your go into the woods and you work up to your waist in - down in 

Labrador eh? How many nen? llow many men in Labrador South or 

St. Barbe North cannot get chain saws? 

!-fR. REID: 

~- Rflflf.RTS· 

(Inaudible) 

I .do not know. The conflict of interest boy, we 

will come to him. If there is money for chain saws and it wou,ld he 

a good programme, I think the minister might want to liave a look at 

it, I recommend it to him, it would be a very good programme. Let 

us go to the loggin~ districts. The next thing we will hear is 

that out in r,ander they have a programme to train fishermen. I can 

see it now: eight men from Gander or seven men from Labrador West 

are going to be taught to use Japanese cod traps. I mean, that is 

the next step. 

smw. HON. VE}fBERS: Whitbourne. 

"MR. ROBERTS: No, the fellows from Wh.itbourne, Mr. Chairman, are 

going to be taught, what should - we will teach them weaving in 

Whitbourne and we will go out to Port au Port or out to 

St. Georges, out the valley where they have some farms and what 

will we teach them? How about if we teach them, Mr. Chairman, to be 

longshoremen? How about that? There are no longshoremen here in 

St. John's, We 'ldll go out now out in the valley where they farm, 

they are good farmers and we will take twenty or thirty men and we 

will teach then to be lonv.shoremen. We will give them each - what 

does a longshoreman have, a slinr, or somethinp,? 

AN HON. ~(E~IBF.R : There are a lot of longshoremen from the valley 

working in Port aux Basques. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes that is true, there are. I thank the honourable 

gentleman for that, there certainly are. My point is that it is on 

the face of it questjonable to look in St. John's for nen to be 

lor.rcrs. If we need lor,p,ers in Newfoundland,there are man men around 

~·ho ;ire qu;ilified and I .llT1 sure could use the ht>lp aml would need it. 
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I have nothinr, ap,ainst trying to help people in St •. John's, I am 

all for that. The minister might want to have a look at the 

programme, it is r,ood in theory, one of the better things this 

administration have done really. I do not suggest it is entirely 

new, The fact that there have been some changes in the Canada 

Assistance Pl~n has helped, indeed, it has made it possible. All 

I can say is (this is an embarrassing incident) I do not blame 

him hut_ 

?-1R ...!...A·l.•!!_l.TRPHY: I do not think it is embarrassing. 

~- ROBERTS: I think it is embarrassing. If I were the minister 

I should be embarrassed about it. I guess I do not have as much 

gall as some men. 

MR. ?-1URPHY : Oh my! Do not say that. 

J-'R. ROBERTS: I would just ask the minister to look into it. If he should 

want me to make a splashing attack on him I shall but I do not want 

to. I ·do not think it is deserved or warranted at this stage 

at all. 

MR. ~.PHY: 

'PR. ROBERTS : 

MR. }'l'RPHY: 

Because we have ten people working? 

I am not sure that even ten are working. 

Well I would check it out. The honourable member does 

not know the facts. 

!-!R. ROBERTS : Maybe twenty are working. Maybe twenty-nine are, I 

do not know. What I am passinp.; on is hearsay. I a?,ree it is hearsay 

but I find it interesting that the minister has consulted with his 

officials, There is obviously something to it. It is worth looking 

into. 

~ • Ml.:P.PHY: Okay, settled~ 

1-'r. C:hainr,an, I wouls like to spealr to this. After all, I 

have to do with loggers. It js the proudest tiMe I have been since I 

sat in this honourable House. 

~'::__P.:._OllF~llJ:<;_· It is an honourable appellation. 

'1-'R. WII.SflN: It is wonderful to find out that the ~inister of Social 

Services cnn r.1vc chn1n snws to people in St. John's or in unjversity 
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or anywhere to put them to work. I am just the man to know. Right 

at the present time, th.;s winter, there are forty men in need of 

work. Of these forty men thirteen are collcp:e students who cannot 

even get a ,1ob teaching and we have heard so much about education 

on the floor of this House. This winter, they have cut 7,500 pieces 

of spruce. I have checked them and put them on Clarke's Beach 

and 6,800 of them stuck. With some university students •.• 

MR. R()JffPTS: That is the LIP project, is it? 

l"P .• WILSON: It could be a LIP project but these people and the 

students would have had to go on welfare. 

~IP • JlOBF.RTS: 

;MR. WILSON· 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. WILSON : 

I gave them. 

Were they given chain saws? 

I am proud to be in this honourable House. 

Were they given chain saws? 

They did not get any chain saws but I will tell you what 

They were honest enough to go to work and I gave them a 

chain saw and that one chain saw is after cutting all of that. I am 

proud that we have a ~inister of Rehabilitation who will turn around 

and try to lift some of our young people off welfare and send them on 

their way rejoicing. 

Not only that, we had them last winter on LIP programmes. 

Some went to vocational school and at this present time they are in 

Toronto putting basements, reading blueprint and they possibly never 

knew what a chain saw was when it was put into their hands. I was 

never so proud in my life than I am now,heing in a government who 

are trying to do somethinr, for these people. Never so proud in cy 

life! Give them chain saws? If they sent then alonr. tc me,I would 

put my hand in my pocket and give them a cheque to go and buy one 

hundred chain saws to get them to work. 

On motion, 07-01, carried. 

The Chair recog~izes the honourable member 

from St. John's East Extern. 

!l()N. T. P .HTCKF.Y: I had not inte~ded ~etting involvPd in this debate 

hut T cannot sit here and let the press renort what the Lrader of the 
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Onposition said without providin~ so~e facts. 

First of all, ~r. Chairman, he is totally incorrect. 

I realize he was told a story but he is totally incorrect and 

whoever told him is incorrect, when he points out that all of the 

people who were given chain saws are from St. John's. That is 

not true. People from outside St. John's - the Harvey Road Office 

not only covers St. John's, but several areas around St. John's, 

people who live in rural communities. 

Another interesting point, Mr. Chairman, 1s that the 

Leader of the Opposition apparently feels that because somebody 

lives in St. John's, there is very little chance that he is ~oin~ 

to hecome a logp:er. Let me ask him a question. !!as he ever tried 

to rehabilitate a welfare recipient? If he has, it is rather 

difficult. Whatever chance he has of . rehabilitating him, he sure 

will not rehabilit?te one from the Northern part of Nel-1foundland 

bringing him in to work on Topsail Road,a:ay from his family. 

Whatever chance he has is to find someone close to home to go out 

and go to work, 1.f he brinrs him in from out of town, where 

he cannot get back to his family, he is beaten before he starts. 

Mr. Chairman, it is very easy to kill this programme 

which was started. The fact that I had a little to do with it does 

not matter a darn, the important thing or the real fact iA that 

this government have chanr:e<l a policy. If we do have some pC"ople 

who sell chain saws or ahuse the system or refuse to ~o to work, 

it is because of the ne~ative policy that was perpetrated hy the 

former administration for some twenty-three years. Completely 

nep,ative, never an opportunity nor a chance to rehabilitate a 

person. 111st give, p,ive, give. A captive vote~ That is what 

welfare recipients were hefore. this ~overnment took over. It is 

fine to condemn those who are dishonest enough to abuse a system 

and sell eo11inMent that ha~ hern provjded them hy the p,ovcrnment, 

I am not dPfendinf'. theM hut, ~lr. Chairman, 1t is totally wronr: to 

criticize a pro,i:rmnrnp fnr the> s:ike of a few. It is totally wronp 
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for the press to be allowed to report this particular situation when 

in fact, and I am sure the ministe~ can get the information out of 

every project that was started under the rehabilitation programme 

and'under the LIP programme or winter works progrannnes, they have 

been smashing successes, certainly by a great majority. 

I also point out that I remember quite well when those people 

were being asked to go to Stephenville. I wonder if the honourable member 

has any idea how many people refused to go? 

~- HICKEY· A darn good many did who preferred to stay on assistance. 

Mr. Chairman, all I want to say is this; before we say anything to 

condemn a programme that is trying to do something constructive within 

the Department of Social Services, I would su~gest that we keep in 

mind that those people who are being rehabilitated, who are making a 

real effort to get back into a work programme or to help themselves 

and their families, those are the people who are going to suffer by 

this kind of criticism, those are the people who are going to become 

discouraged. All we are doing is attemptinr., whether we know it or 

not, to kill those who are already trying. I would suggest, Mr. 

Chairman, that when the minister r.ets this information he produce 

it to the House because I think it is very important that he does. 

YR. ROBF.~TS· ~r. Chairman, 

~ . ~ORERT_S_:_ Would somebody wake up the senior member for Harbour 

~ain. 

~- D00DY· Junior is awake. -----
MP. R0BERTS· Oh junior is awake but I really think the senior member 

is asleep. Give him a dart ''Ank. '' 

MR. W.N.ROWF.: 

~- DOODY: 

Get"Haig Young" in to carve him. 

He is just here in case of a quoTUm call.· 

That is the function he fulfills in the cabinet anyway. 

''r. Chairman, ~11,500 a year we are payinp. him. Just look at it will 

you. Just look at it . 

.fO-t'n 
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AN HON • }IE''BrR : 

1-'R. W. N. ROWE: 

?-Ill. A.J.'·'l'PPHY: - - ----- . . - . 

It would be cheap advice_ 

Yes it would he, I must say. 

Th~t is not nice. Let him regt, 

~'TI. ROBEPT~ • 

in due course. 

The ~inister,I hope, will table the information 

Perhaps he could table a list, not of the people 

who received these chain saws but their addresses by co1M1TUnity. 

I should be very interested. As the gentleman from the Extern 

said; the St. John's welfare office covers all of St. John's 

shore, Pouch Cove and all down through Portugal Cove ••• 

MR. ~FPHY: 

"R • ROBERTS· 

HR. ?-'tJRPHY: 

MF • ROBEP.".'S • 

Quite a bit of Harbour ~ain. 

There is an office at Long Pond. 

Yes, but I mean out of Harvey Road. 

I thought the Long Pond office dealt with_ 

(Inaudible) 

!-'R. FOBEPTS · Yes, and so that mean~ Chamberlains, Horse Cove Line, 

which my honourable friend represented so notably, at least once. is 

handled for welfare purposes? 

AN HON. ME}IBER: Patience always. I remain yours faithfully. 

}ffl.. ROBERTS: I have your letter of the 13th. inst. I have never 

found out what inst. and ult. meant. Really, Mr. Chairman, the 

minister perhaps will table the C0111!'1unities from which these people 

are drawn. not their names - their names are irrelevant. Also, let 

me make just one brief comment on the r,entleman, the minister of 

whatever he is,of Provincial Affairs and the F.nvironment. 

ihe propramme may or may not be sound, we do not know. The 

fact remains that it •o1as made possible because the <:overnment of 

Canada changed the Canada Assistance ~lans so they now share in the 

costs. Th.et is a significant change. There was an amendment made 

to the C.ft..P .. lt makes it a lot easier. I can remember when I was 

in the department - am I wrong? 

I was just wonderin,!?: - shered the cost of employment 

opportunities. ~820 
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}IR. ROBERTS: Yes. -------·-
}lR. Ml'RPHY: When did this occur? 

--= 
!-IJ>_. ROBF.RTS: Within the past six months or a year. An amendment to 

C.A.P., I forget the date. I could look it up. 

MR. MURPHY: 

'MR. ROBERTS: 

It was shareable all along according to my deputy. 

Well, the problem was that it was not shareable. With 

all respect to your deputy minister, the capital costs were not 

shareahle. 

'MR . MURPHY : 

MF. ROBERTS: 

"fR. MURPHY: 

Oh no, capital costs were not, that was something else. 

Chain saws are capital costs,I should think. 

Chain saws, okay, carry on. Employment opportunities 

I thought were the subject. 

MR. ROBERTS: - - I can re~ember when I was in the department being told 

by the - we wanted to work out one or two pilot projects -

MR. MIR.PHY: Again I have been informed that chain saws could be 

listed as items of special need and they are shareable. Let us carry on. 

MR. ROBERTS: --------- Fine, but beinr, told that capital costs were not 

shareable, the C.A.P. I think has been changed. Am I wrong on that one? 

MR. MURPHY: 

'MR. ROBERTS: 

It was chanied. They are shareable now. 

Ottawa have seen the light on that point and have 

agreed to pony up fifty cents on each dollar. The programme, at least 

as an idea,has considerable m~rit. It is much too early in its life 

to tell whether or not it will work. Six hundred jobs are not to be 

sneered at, it is a lot of jobs. LIP has produced 7,000 jobs in 

Newfoundland. Some of those are included in the six hundred. I do 

not know, maybe one hundred,maybe eight hundred. 

MR. 1-'l.TRPHY: I would say a lot of them. 

~- ROR_r0R_T_S..:_ Host of them I would think. But the minister will tahle 

a list and we will see. The trouble with LIP job is that they are 

temporary by their very nature. I would.like to know how many 

permanent jobs have been created. I realize the minister does not have 

the information, but I know he wi:l get it for us and then we shall see. 
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My only point in brinping up the episode of the chain saws 

was simply to point out what apparentiy is a weakness in the 

programme. 

?-'R. •~URPHY: It is a wondr.r I did not hear from these people. you 

know, have the names so I could contact them. 

Jl'R. ROBERTS: I have the names of the people who came to see me. 

~- }!UR.PHY: I would like to have them,quite frankly, because if 

there is anything being done wronr,. 

MR. ROBERTS: All I have to say to the minister is that I did not 

even know there was a programme when I began. I had been told, but 

I hear many stories. 

r!R. HIC!Q-f/lJIT: 

~. POBERTS· ··------ - ----
AN HON. ~"Ft-'BER: 

~- POBF.RTS· -- - ----

Do they still have the chain saws? 

Some of them I suppose. Some of them have them at home. 

Are the utility poles safe in St. John's Centre? 

I do not know. Some of them sold them. Literally, offered 

to sell them for twenty-five or fifty bucks to get a couple of bottles. 

The minister may check into it. I am sure he has a record or the 

officials do. The minister is a busy man and it is a big department 

but just paying a little ~inisterial attention and I really direct him 

to it. One or two examples like this can destroy the value of the 

whole programme. If this should become known now as the free chain saw 

progral!ll1le, it will destroy a very worth-whil~ proprat11Me. It is the 

result of •.. 

µp. MIJPP!TY : · ·--- ... F'very man, woman anct child will want a chain Raw. 

'1-'R • ROJffllTS • I c1rn sure thnt hundreds of people are poinP, to be looJrinp. 

for chain smJs now that the government are in the chain saw business. 

The only thin~ the minister could do which would he more expensive 

would be to get into the false teeth business. That should be done of 

course but the cost would be astronomical. Next to getting in the 

false teeth business .•• 

"!R. !'l'RT'HY · Assistance with false teeth for the welfare recipients, 

~•~. POHi 'IIT~:: nm nl I fnr th.,t. Tht• <'.OAt would ht', I do not 1-:now. I 
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was always told, six or cir.ht million dollars. Incredible'. Incredible'. 

It should be done but it has not been done, I r,uess because it 

cannot be done. I would like to take a bite at that one of those days. 

Really, the next most exrensivc programme I can think of is buyin~ 

chain saws. Next on the line would be backing notes for trucks for 

men who want to go to work on the highways. I am sure the minister 

has had invitations to do that. 

t-1R. ~'RPHY: 

~- ROBERTS: 

I have not. There may be_ 

No, but I mean, ~tis a common thing. A man trying to 

get ahead, it is there, he says; ''Will you back a note and I will go 

to work on the highways?'' 

t-"R. n mPHY: We backed some bigger notes than t.rucks,that we lost. 

JlfR. ROBF.R'tS: That is right. That is rir,ht. We certainly have. 

The next step down the road would be to provide loans for lon~liners 

without the ten percent down. There is no end to it. 

MR. ~PHY: No. 

~- ROBERTS: I just bring it up because I thought it was a strange 

anomaly. I will not say cast doubt on the whole programme, but I 

think the minister would be the first to say that it needs looking 

into and when he produces the information in the House we will see what 

the result of it is. 

On motion, 807-01, carried. 

Mr. Chairman, that is all, but I would just like,as I 

usually have done in the number of years that I have been in this House, to 

oay tribute to the staff of the department that I am very proud to be 

minister of now. I m•~st say -that they are doing a tremendous jcib, Sir, 

They are very kind people and I think they have a tren,endous job. I 

think the Leader of the Opposition who is a former minister and my 

colleague here and my other collea~ues would say the same. I than} 

these rrntlemen and throur,h thE'l'l their staff for thr tremendous joh 

thry nrr dotnr for the prnplr. 

HP. ROl\fRTS : - ·- --- . . . . The m:lnistcr 1R VP.ry fortunat~ wtth thP staff. 

On motion Head Vlll, Department of Social Services, carried, I------ I 
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Heading XIY ,_ !-'unicinal Aff;d.rs and Housing: 

HnN. H .!I. .COLT.INS· Mr7rhairman, I do not have an openin,z statement 

hut Inn ready for any questions. 

MR. F.B.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, there are just three or four things 

here, general types of things and I will get into the details when 

we are dealing with each one of the votes. 

The first thin~, Sir, is earlier in the session the minister 

indicated to the member for Bonavista North, in answers to questions 

concerning the installation of water lines in incorporated and unin

corporated areas, water and sewer line systems, that the cost for 

unincorporated areas would t-e somethirlg like $700 million and the 

cost for the incorporated would be similar $800 million or approxi~ately 

a billion and a-half dollars. He gave the impression at that time 

that there was no way in this world that this province could ever 

think of putting in all the water and sewer lines that are ref)uired 

in this province. 

7-'F. COLLINS: Not in one year. 

MR • F. B. ROWE: Well, obviously, not in one year. But, Sir, that 

sounded something like a little bit of a defeatist attitude to me. 

I am just wondering what thP minister is planning to do in the coming 

years. What kind of expenditures he is planning. You can see it here 

in the vote now, but this seems to be a pretty difficult problem. 

What are the plans the minister has for ttying to do the best to 

establish water and sewer lines and come up with some new programme 

to nrovide these, narticularly in the unincorporated areas? 

The reason I ask this question is twofold. (1) I do not ~now how 

accurate that estimnte was, what the firures were based on. There 

must be some reason as the minister was able to lay $70n million out 

for unincorporated ~reas and $700 million for incorporated areas. I 

would like to know what rationale the ninister had for using these 

particular fi~ures, because I feel they are 1ust a little bit hir,h. 

Secondly; the Prcmi~r annou~ced publicly on one of his Friday 

norninr. prnr.ranm,•s. ~824 
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~ . ROBf.RTS :. 

MR. F. B. lWHF. : . ~- - - --· -·-. 

That is not public, that is V.O.C.M; 

Anyway, the Premier announced on V.O.C.M. on h"is 

~riday morninP, prop,rar.irne so~eti~e back (and I am precising what he 

had 'to say) that this administration was ~oing to de-emphasize 

implementinp, service projects. 

~- DOODY: Take it easy now, it is not like the Harvey Cole system. 

MR. F.B.ROWE: Oh,I explained Harvey Cole's system pretty clearly I 

thought. I have no rerrets for sayinv. what I said and I will repeat 

them ar,ain if I have to. The Premier is there standing in the door 

now and he said on one of these programmes that the time has come and 

his administration will de-emphasize ~ervice pro1ects and concentrate 

on an emphasize to a greater extent pro_jects in the area of economic 

and industrial development. I think that is a fair pr~cis of what 

the Pr~mier had to say at one stage. 

AN HON. ME!-IBER: Pretty close. 

:i,'R, F .B .ROWE:_ Yes, it is basically what he said, Right! Well, Sir, 

that coupled with the tremendous figures that the ~inister of ~unicipal 

~ffairs and Housing announced with respect to the cost of establishing 

water and sewerage lines in incorporated and unincorporated areas sort 

of leaves me with a feeling of defeatism with respect to the 

installation of those. I would like for the honourable the minister 

to strai~hten out that particular thinr. 

(1) what was the rationale for his fip,ures1 Where were they 

drawn from? Will there be a de-emphasis on such pro.1ects? And 

particularly, what is going to be done in the area of the Amenities 

Division of the original Department of Community and Social Development? 

The minister's departinent is now responsible for water projects in such 

communities. They certainly have been downgraded as far as expenditures 

are concerned. What is in store for the future as far as establishment· 

of w;:iter lines in those small communities wi.thout loc:11 government 

are concerned? 

Secon<l]y, Sir, p.c>ttfnr, hnc-1, hl'r<' to St. John'l!I, nr(• thrrc> r,oinr to 
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be amendments to the St. John's Elections Act for universal suffrage? 

Is this legislation going to he brought into the House before the 

next municipal election here in St. John's? Will all the people of 

St. John's have the opportunity to vote for the council of this city? 

While we are on that particular theme, I ~entioned this last year as 

well, what is in store for local governments throu~hout this province? 

We have a tremendous number of councils and local improvement districts 

appcinted by the cabinet artd I think the time has come where we should 

~ive greater consideration to having fully elected councils and local 

improvement districts, because, if the people on these councils or 

these local goverllil'!ents are not responsible to the pe~ple through the 

voting mechanism, I am afraid that they are not going to do the 10h 

that they should be doing on these particular things. 

Mr. Chaiman, also with respect totne Royal Commission on 

Local Governments: When is that due and is there to be a freeze on 

the - let me put it this way - I will give you an example; There is one 

community in St. Barbe North that has been looking for a local improvement 

district ever since the election, Anchor Point, fir. Chairman, and they 

have been looking for this local improvement district now for some 

sixteen ?110nths and it was _just; ''Well "'e are goinp, to do something about 

it, we are waiting for the royal commission or we are roing to bring it 

to cabinet verr-ally and we will have this settlerl next month." Is therr. 

in fact a freeze on the establishment of local improvement districts? 

MP, . COLLINS· Not really. 

! ''P • F. R . POWf.: Not really, but almost. There is close to a freeze on ·----- - .. -

the estahlishrnent of ~ny form of local government. I p,uess this is it. 

1-'R. cnurns · We are not encourapinr. them too much at this til'le, owinp ·---------
to the royal commission. 

't-(R. f' • .!l_.RO~~_E_:_ Can the people be made aware of that publicly? 

}!R. roLLINS: Yes. 

~'R. F .lLROHE: · n€'c:iuse tliC'rr SPe1;,1s to be Sol'le confusion on the whole 

r.lllttrr. 

(Tn .-111d 11.Jt') 

'IP,. F. ll. Rr'l'.f.: ·-· ............ - . Anchor Point. 
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MR. F. ROWE: There are other people down there trying to chuck 

out one group of guys and they elect another, the normal confusion 

that you get with local government. 

But anyway Sir, I would like for the minister to clarify that. 

What is the story on the establishment of local governmen~until 

such time as this royal commission is in1 

Also Sir, this whole business of the royal commission on the 

Blackhead Road Urban Renewal scheme. Sir, the data from the 

survey indicates that a combined public-private expenditure of 

approximately $1 million will be necessary to correct the 

deficiencies of the system and to upgrade all inferior homes 

to the minimum property standards, I am quoting here now from 

that ceport. 

Thie expenditure of approximately $1 million, Sir, is broken 

down into the correction of scheme deficiencies, that is landscaping 

public areas, playgrounds, and facilities and commercial areas and 

this adds up to $208,000; road crossing improvement - $4,000; 

research housing project, that ie for low cost public housing, 

modular ho~sing units and demonstration homes comes to a tntAl 

of $24,000; grading and filling of private lots - $44,000, for 

a total of $280,000. 

Then Sir, this private residence upgrading and rehabilitation 

and that is dealing with landscaping of private areas, landscaping, 

fencing and lock changes, bathroom units, hc,me extensions, 

maintenance modifications, chimneys, plumbing connections, electrical 

connections and structural repairs, that adds up to a total of 

$736,000 for a total of $1,016,000. 

Now Sir, the pupose of this urban renewal is to upgrade 

substandard areas to an .acceptable level. The final report of 

March 1967 established objectives for the rehabilitation and 

development of the Blackhead Road. However, during the 

implementation process several decisions were made which 

reduce the scope of the scheme and hamper completion of the major 
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MR. F. ROWE: activities. 

The commission believes that the province has an obligation 

and a self-interest to complete the rehabilitation of Blackhead 

Road and to encourage its long-term development. Toward this 

end it is recommended that a neighbourhood assistance programme 

be organized and implemented. 

Sir, what I am really trying to find out here is whether or 

not the minister is intending to implement this particular report. 

I hav@ not gone through this'particular report in the detail that 

I should have gone through it,to be quite honest with you. Having 

just finished with Education,! had not expected to be in 

Municipal Affairs and Housing quite so soon. I did not realize 

that the Government House Leader was going to pull this sneaky 

one off here today or yesterday. So, Sir, I did not give it the 

preparation that I should have. I would like to know whether 

the minister is intending to implement that particular royal 

commission and also apply the principles of this commission 

to the Conception Bay Area and to the Corner Brook Area and to 

the Mundy Pond Area because the establishment of a neighbourhood 

assistance programme,with some sort of a directorate, fills a 

tremendous void in community planning, I think if you got 

people participation in such community planning it is going :o go 

a long way in rehabilitating the particular area. 

Sir, in the Blackhead Road Area now th<.:y still have 108 

family problems up there,with respect to their housing and their 

water and everythi,1g else. There has been very little maintenance 

over the last year and the people feel that they are essentially 

back to where they started because of the lack of maintenance on 

the roads and the lines and this sort of thing in that area, Sir, 

I would like the minister to indicate the degree to which he is 

likely to implement that particular report. 
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MR. F. ROWE: Sir, I would like the minister to indicate 

as well the situat~n in Gander at the present time, just leave 

that as it lies, and also of course the situation in Windsor. 

Now, Sir, I do not know if the minister wants to jot this down 

or whether we should wait for the estimates, but probably it would 

be just as well for me to mention it now and I will mention it 

again when we get to the vote. Sir, the honourable the 'member for 

Bell Island did carry out a survey some months ago to try to get 

some idea from the people,of their needs. 

MR. ROBERTS: Inaudible. 

MR. F. ROWE: Could we have a quorum call, Mr. Chairman? 

I must say, you cannot work up any enthusiasm at all. Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

I thought I might just point out;as a result of this survey, 

we did get some feedback from a number of communities that they 

need certain works as far as water and sewerage is concerned. 

For instance the Town of Old Perlican, Sir, apparently they 

want a water and sewerage system. There is not one water and 

sewerage system in the District of Bay de Verde according to the 

information that we have received, and Old Perlican is the only 

municipality in that particular district and I was wondering what 

the situation is with respect to a water and sewerage system in 

Old Perlican. 

Also, Sir, in the Town of St. Georges, apparently the town 

has applied for a DREE grant but to no avail so far. Their 

design was completed by Gorman and Butler Associates years ago 

and apparently they are still looking for some work on a water 

and sewerage system in that particular town. Water and sewerage 

facilities are needed in a new subdivision in Burgco. The estimated 

cost of this service is approximately $100,000. 

AN HON. ME~ffiER: The south shore of Conception Bay. 

MR. F. ROWE: Yes, this is tht. feedhack,thnt I felt sure they might 

not have felt incli11t•d to Rent! 11 q11eMtion11irc back to their 
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MR. F. ROWE: liberal caucus. I cannot see them on the list. 

I am just pointing out the information that we have 

here. But I am sure that the honourable minister will 

make sure that water systems do go in those particular areas. 

AN. HOij. MEMBER: We cannot do the impossible. We want to keep 

the records straight. 

MR. F. ROWE: The Town of Pasadena, Sir, the same thing; water 

and sewerage system for the Community of West St. Hodiste in 

Labrador South, water and sewerage for the Town of Dover, 

Bonavista Bay. Sixty per cent of the town's water is unsatisfactory, 

Sir, there,according to the Department of Health; water and 

sewerage for Southeast Placentia; water a~d sewerage for the 

Community of Point Leami~gton. 

There are still areas of Harbour Grace not serviced with 

water, Water and sewerage system for the Town of Belleoram; water 

supplies n~eded at Main Brook. 

Now, Sir, obviously we can go on here with a list of three 

or four or five hundred people.This is why I pointed out eatlier, 

in my initial rem~rks, that I was extremely concerned to hear the 

figures that the minister did mention here a few days ago, $1.5 

billion and linked up with the Premier's announcement saying that 

there is going to be a de-emphasizing of service projects and more 

emphasis on industrial and economic projects, I just have a little 

bit of concern as to what exactly is going to happen because we 

are going to have to do something. We are going to have to at least 

provide some reasonably good wells if nothing else to some of our 

communities because what we have now is we have inadequate water 

supply systems,somet1mes linked up to ponds, They are frozen in the 

winter, they are not working properly the rest of the year. 

Probably (to be quite frank with you) returning to a few community 

wells,this might be the answer in some cases because we have a 

situations where we a~e going to have diseases as a result. 

So, Sir, that 1,i all I wanted to mention, /I couple of 

artesian wells for Change Islands and Quirpon would be all right. 

,s30 
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MR. COLLINS: I want to respond to the questions from the 

honourable member, ~ost of them are reasonable. He asks where 

the rationale came from in the figures l mentioned a while 

ago about servicing the remaining areas of the province which 

are left to be serviced. 

It is based on engineering surveys and feasibility 

studies which we have done so far and projecting it over a 

period of l believe, I do not know how many years but projecting 

it over a number of years, That figure is a realistic one in 

terms of inflation and cost and what have you. 

With regard to the unincorporated community, our policy 

now is that $300 per family, or $10,000 per community is available 

to communities where there is a water committee established. 

He mentioned the royal commission. The royal commission 

is sitting now, in fact public hearings have been held in 

Central Newfoundland, in Grand Falls yesterday, in Gander the 

day before. They hope to conclude the public hearing process 

by June. There is some work to be done then in terms of questionnaires 

which will be sent around Newfoundland, a pretty good sampling 

of people's views and attitudes toward local government, etc. 

Then of course the process of writing the report takes place 

and the deadline or the target date, and it is a deadline, we have 

established that; the report will be submitted to us by the end of 

October or early November. 

The honourable member asked whether we would be ready to 

introduce universal suffrage in the forthcoming election in 

St. John's. lam not sure that the legislation has been tabled 

but the legislation is ready and will be presented to the 

House before we close. 

He mentioned the prospects for local government. We are 

looking to 'the royal commission for some guidance. I think it is 

generally acknowlPd~ed that the lncHl ~overnment process in 

N1."wfo11ndl.-md haH h,•t-n i•.rowlnp, on nn ntl hoc: ba11ii, more tl11,n on 
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MR. COLLINS: a really planned basis, While we have some ideas 

of our own, we are reluctant to make any changes in terms of 

policy at this particular stage in view of the fact that the 

commission is sitting and we do not want to make any more 

mistakes, in view of the fact that they will be reporting in 

October. So it is not too long to wait. 

With regard to the local improvement district, I agree 

with what the honourable member has said. It is certainly not 

the best form of government. There is a purpose to be served 

with local improvement districts. We have changed a lot of them 

this year and hopefully when the general council elections 

roll around in November we can encourage more of them to 

change, possibly all of them, That is what I would like to see. 

The Blackhead Road Urban Renewal Scheme, the Kostaszek 

Report has been received and I believe that if the honourable 

member will read the report fully he will find that Mr. Kostaszek 

indicates he is quite satisfied with the work which has been done 

in the municipal services field as a result of his recommendation. 

We are following through with that, Funds of course are always 

limited. The federal government will not recognize any further 

involvement in urban renewal sche!l'es anywhere in Canada so the 

province is going to be required to come up with funds to try 

and finance it. Hopefully th.:.t can be brought to a successful 

conclusion. It is a very difficult area in which to work. 

The Corner Brook scheme· is working very well. It is 

just about complete and is within budp.et. The Mundy Pond scheme, 

as honourable members might know, we had meetings in Ottawa 

a little while ar,o,with the Mayor of St. John's. the city council 

is the implementor of the Mundy Pond scheree. We had meetings 

with ~r. Basford and his officials and while there is nothin~ 

definite yet, we are optimistic that we will get some cost 

sharing up there to continue. 
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MR. COLLINS: With regard to the situation in Gander: There is a 

municipal election coming up on May 15 and that should sol~e 

any problems which might or might not exist out there. 

With regard to Windsor: I made a statement a couple of 

days ago with regard to Windsor, as a result of information which 

came from a council meeting and subsequently our officials went 

in there. We are not satisfied w1th the record of tax collections 

up there and we have let the council know that and hope that they 

can improve the situation. 

MR. F. ROWE: Are you planning to implement the thing, lock, stock 

and barrel or to what degree are you planning to implement it? 

MR. COLLINS: Well in so far as it deals with municipal responsibilities 

we are looking at streets and water and sewers and this sort 

of thing. The report goes into the overall social development 

requirements up there and certainly we will assist them in any 

way we can. A lot of other departments will have to get involved 

as well. 

MR. F. ROWE: Correction there,where I mentioned the expenditure 

of approximately $1 million as necessary to correct the deficiencies 

of the system and this is not the first part of the report and 

the breakdown table here seems ·to indicate that practically 

every bit of that would be under the jurisdiction of the 

department. 

MR. COLLINS: In the meantime a lot of that work has been done. 

MR. F. ROWE: Oh a lot of this work has been done. What 

percentage of the $1 million? 

MR. COLLINS: Oh I would say possibly fifty or sixty per cent 

of it. 

MR. F. RO~-IB: In other words, the requirement of the expenditure 

of $1 million is to correct the necessary deficiencies, He means 

to say half of these deficiencies have been taken care of. 

MR. COLLINS: I would say approximately fifty per cent of it has 

been taken care of. 
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MR. F. ROWE: So with your $300,000 this year, I believe, the 

minister is suggesfing that we are only short there by 

approximately $200,000, as far as the implementation of 

this aspect of the report is concerned. 

MR. COLLINS: Where are you looking at the $300,0000? 

MR. F. ROWE: Page 69, last page - Urban Renewal Capital, 

1921-06-01. So if it is fifty per cent completed then you have 

$300,000 there, you are short only by $200,000, is this what 

the minister is suggesting? 

MR. COLLINS: Well as I said, a lot of the work which Mr. Kostaszek 

refers to has been done; when I say fifty per cent possibly it 

is a bit more than fifty per cent. We are hoping to be able to 

finish it. 

MR.NEARY: Would the honourable minister be a little more 

specific about the Blackhead Road, about the Kostaszek Report. 

Just what precisely is it the rovernment is going to do on the 

Blackhead Road in connection with the Kostaszek Report? could 

the minister give us a breakdown of the work that is going to 

be done in this fiscal year? How much is going to be spent on 

each item? 

MR. COLLINS: Well this will depend on some negotiations which 

are taking place. There is an independent review board appointed 

to look into the Blackhead Road,in addition to the royal 

commission. Some of the major problems up there now are the 

settlements with individual home owners in terms of damage and 

raising houses on foundations, etc. There is a fair amount of 

work to be done in terms of transferring land and there is some 

work to be done in terms of drainage on the roads;which is a 

Department of Highways responsibility,of course. 

There is also some work which remains to be done on storm 

sewers The main trunk sewer has yet to be insulate All those 

things are now in pror,ress and hopefully we will get them done 

this summer. 
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MR. NEARY: Mr . Chairman, I know what needs to be done because 

I can read the Kostaszek Report, but will the minister tell 

us precisely what items in the Kostaszek Report are going to be 

done this year and how much is going to be npent on each item? 

For instance how much is going to be spent on landscaping, 

how much on site improvements, how much on housing? 

There are only forty-six public housing units constructed 

so far. How many more on going to be done this year, public 

rehabilitation? Incidentally, Mr. Chairman, this is a rather 

interesting thing. The Kostaszek Report said that this is one 

of the best things that was done on the Blackhead Road. You 

remember all the bellyaching about the money spent on Bell Island 

for b~ilding materials, Sir. Do honourable members know how much 

was spent ~p on the Blackhead Road, in the District of St. John's 

South? How much? ~rould the honourable Premier hazard a guess? 

Mr. Kostaszek says it was one of the best things that was 

done up there. Before I left office I approved the material, 

over $200,000. No judicial enquiry into that and-there were 

substitutions made too, Mr. Chairman, by the way. 

MR. MARSHALL: Would the honourable member permit me to move that the 

COIIDDittee rise for just a moment. 

MR. NEARY: I am back. I got my batteries recharged, no, no, well 

when I am finished the honourable minister can rise the connnittee, 

MR. ~OORES: Just for one second if you would,please. 

MR. NEARY: For what purpose, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. MOORES: For a personal privilege that is all. 

MR. NEARY: Personal privilege. Look I would not deny the honourable 

member the floor for all the money in the world. 

On motion that the committee rise, report progress and 

ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair: 

MR DU~PIIY : Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply have· considered 

the matters to them referred and have passed items of current 

expenditure on the following headings - V - Education, VII- Justice, 

XV - Industrial Development, IX - Rehabilitation and Recreation 

~R3fl 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: with amendment, which was subhead 913-03-04, increased 

from $90,000 to $114,000. Subhead 913-07-05 increased from 

nil to $330,000 • 

. Appropriations-in-aid, increase,in subhead 913-10-04, 

to be increased from $665,000 to $879,500. The total subhead 

913 increased from $1,490,300 to $1,629,800. The total head 

IX increased from $7,678,500 to $7,818,000, also Head III, 

Executive Council, also Head VIII Social Services, and ask leave 

to sit again. 

On motion report received and adopted, committe ordered 

to sit again presently. 

MR. MOORES: Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise on a point of 

personal privilege on an event that happened in the House yesterday 

and the, as far as I am concerned, disgraceful headline an~ content 

of an article in "The Daily News," this morning. I happened 

to have been privy to the conversation at the time and there are 

inexactitudes in this article,in qotations,that as far as I know 

and I have been assured by my colleague from Harbour Grace, are 

incorrect and I would like to apologize to those concerned for 

any embarrassment that may be caused. 

I do not think really that an_ap~logy is necessary from 

anyone other thon the "Daily News 11 because this is probably 

one of the wrottenest pieces of reporting of its type I have 

ever seen. I am just very scrry, Mr. Speaker, that events ir. 

this House at the time of the motion, which are not really meant 

certainly, hopefu~ly, as this sort of reporting would have it to be. 

I would just like to put on record, Sir, as Premier of this 

Province that it was one of the most revolting articles, knowing 

the facts, that I have ever read in any newspaper in this province. 

MR. YOUNG: Mr. Speaker, I would like to also rise on a point of 

privilege, ·Sir, to clarify any remarks that I made yesterday which 

might have been misconstrued earlier by the L~ader of the Opposition 

concerninr, his prlv~tP life. Ills interpretation to the contrary 
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is incorrect:. 

I do probablr, I probably would like for him to withdraw 

his remarks concerning what he said about attacking me physically. 

I was questioned by the press, not the press exactly but 

some of the radio stations,and I am sure if anyone saw the 

interview with me on C.J.O.N., I did not in any way criticize 

the Leader of the Opposition. 

I am sure the Premier will bear out with me that I had 

no intentions, and neither did I say that I went over there 

to get Roberts, I was not going to take that kind of talk from 

him. When we left here we went over to have a very friendly chat 

and to let the Leader of the Opposition know my remarks 

One thing they did quote here was a remark that I did make 

and that the Leader of the Opposition misinterpreted. I do 

not know the reporter. I tell him I would not know a reporter 

from "The Telegram" or "The Daily News" and that I would never 

respect that man again. He must be crazy, I did not say that 

to any reporter. I know there is one reporter here now and 

he asked me for a statment on it and I told that later on, when 

the Speaker went back in his seat,I was going to rise on a point 

of privilege,and I would not give that man any conunent. 

Thank you! These are the facts. 

MR . ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I have no complaint with the article 

in "The Daily News," because I do not think I am CJUOted in it 

and secondly I do not pay any attention to this sort of thing 

anyway. 

The honourable gentleman from Harbour Grace did come to see 

me in my rooms outside the House and he explained to my satisfaction 

the remark he made which I think I misinterpreted. I agree that 

I misinterpreted, It is a subject I know the Premier would agree on 

and I think the honourable gentleman would agree, I do not really 

care what is said about me, s1bject to the protection of the 

rules of the House. I shall take wh~tever comes my way and · return 

it with considerable additions,! trust, to the other side. That is 
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MR. ROBERTS: part of the parliamentary process. 

I said some words in heat which I certainly regret. I 

have no intention, unless I was provoked and I should hope 

not even then, I do not know what I would do if provoked, 

but I have no intention of remodelling the honourable gentleman's 

physignomy,as much as that may be desired or necessary. 

But I used words in heat and I certainly have no qualms 

about withdrawing them. It is not the sort of thing that 

should go on in this House. 

The honourable gentleman made a remark which may or may 

not have been an appropriate remark but I certainly have 

no hesitation in accepting his word that the remarks which he 

made were not the remarks which I interpreted. If he had 

made the remarks which I interpreted, then I may have had 

reason for being provoked, I suspect any honourable gentleman 

would.But he did not say them outside the House. This was one 

hundred years ago, it was about four o'clock yesterday afternoon, 

when we began this marathon Black Friday session. 

I accepted his word then and offered him my hand and he took it, 

so that is fine. We shook hands on it. I thank him for his 

statement today. I have nothing to say about "The Daily News," 

one way or the other. Who cares really? I have long ago given 

up expecting more than a modicum of accuracy with respect to any 

newspaper reports of the House. I suspect that may be in the 

interest of the House as weli. I was not privy to the statements 
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to which the Premier and the honourable gentleman fro!'! Harbour 

Crace referred. If they·were ouoted inaccurately, then the 

·nailr News· or any other newsnaper should take the appropri~te 

action. I can neither add nor subtract on that. 

I am glad the honourable ~entleman from Hnrbour r.race does 

not think I am crazy. Mind you, I would not exactly take his word 

under the uental Health Act, hut that is beside the point too. The 

point is, is was an instance where - and I think it proves once 

again, ~r. Speaker, the.desirability of keeping debatP. in the 

House - I do not mind heated debate, we are talking about important 

issues and heated dehate is part of it. ?~en feel stron~ly on issues. 

Perhaps the interjections from some honourable members, inaudible 

as they appear in Hansarcl,should be restrained somewhat. 

Certainly, I have no hesitatioµ in saying a~ain that I 

withdraw the remarks without any reservation, without any hesitation, 

I would just as soon not have made these remarks, Sir, to be quite 

honest. It is not the sort of thinr, I like to do. I misinterpreted. 

I was provoked, I suspect I was in an anRry or disturbed mood at 

the time. 

AN HON. MF.MBER: 
---- --·-- -- An off day? 

}'R. ROilERTS : No it was not, only the Premier has off days. Do 

other honourable gentlemen have off days as well? There should be 

a sirn they hang around their necks; "I am havinp, an off day." The 

point is that person;,l_ 

(Inauclible) 

~'R. P.OBFRTS: -·- - --- --- You know, there are some peonle who have a genius 

for reinr- inapnropriate, there really are, Hr. Ch;iirman. Here we 

are talkin~ ahout the need to try to keep_ 

~R. CHAIR!-'AN (STAr.r.): Order please! the honourable the Leader of 

the Opposition has the floor,mnkinp, a point of some substance and 

conce/n to the. whole House. I consider that he deserves the respect 

that the question that is under discussion deserves. 
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v'R. PflBT'RTS: Well that really i's the point I w:is makinp. Tt is 

all verv well to h.i.vc thP cut and thrust of d,:,hate but references 

to anyhoc1v othf'r t 11;m h0nm1r:1rlr mM:lhers are ri-ally in?.pproprL,te 

and I susnect evPn most of the references we ~.1.ve to each other are 

inappropriate That is why I said that I am thankful the press 

do not report us, certainly in full. I hope they do report us 

accurately. 

I suspect and hope the House learns something from the 

incident. It was something from which we should take a lesson. 

Let us hope it does not happen aRain. I hope we have heated debate 

in here. We shall. The Premier and I understand each other 

perfectly on that point. Othc>r honournhle ~entlemen will enr.i.re in 

it as well and that is the way it should he. Personal references 

I suppose are unavoidable but any references to anybody, to any 

private matter as opposed to any public matter really, I thinv we 

cane close yesterday,all of us,on both sides, I was involved, to 

disgracing this House. I think we should learn frol'l that lesson 

and not try it again. Now that the honourable pentleman from 

Labrador North has joined us, maybe he will make a speech. 

On motion that the House dissolve itself into Co!Tll'littee of 

Sup1)ly, Pr. Speaker, left the Chair. 
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1-fR. ~lF.J\PY: !-'r. Ch.airll'an, '·'r. Kostaszek was hir,h in his praf se of 

the previous Liberal Administration's programme to rehabilitate homes 

on the BlncJ.-head Road. There wns !'lore money spent, Hr. C'hairman, per 

capita hy the Deoartl'lent of Social . Services and Rehabilitation, more 

money spent per capita rehabilitatin~ homes on the Blackhead Road 

than in any other district: in Newfoundland includin~ Bell Island,and 

that should be an eye-opener. 

AN HON. 1-'E~~ER: That is not true. --------
MR. NEARY: That is true. 

AN HON. l-'F.1-'BER: That is not true. 

MR. NF.A~Y: Let me repeat what I said, Mr. Chairman, let me repeat 

what I said, let me repeat it. The honourable minister is aRleep 

over there now. There was more money spent per capita ••• 

MR. HICKEY: 

l"R. NF.ftRY: 

The honourable gentleman slept l:ist nip,ht. 

There was more money spent per canita by the Department 

of Social Services and Rehabilitation on rehabilitating old homes, homes 

of indigent families on the Blackhead Road than was spent in any other 

district in Newfoundland. 

l'R . HICKEY: 

!-'R. NEARY: -- - ----
~. HirKF.Y: 

1-'R. HICKEY: 

'."R. NE.ARY: 

~- HICKEY: 

What year? 

Mr. Chairman, 

Whnt ye,,r? Point of order, t•r. Chairman. 

Yr. Chairmnn, I do not have to say what year. 

On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, on a point o. order. 

There is no point of order, Sir. What is the point of order? 

~•y point of order is that the honourahle r.entlernan has 

given the House incorrect information. For the year l':>71, there was 

no district in the province which expended as much on buildinr materials 

as the District of Bell Island,in the amount of two hundred and sixty 

odd thousand dollars. For the preater St. John's J\rea, which involved 

sonethinr. li~e six districts, the total was some ninety odd thousand 

dC\llc1rs. 

That is not a nofnt of ordPr, ~Ir. 1.hnfrm,1n. I suhmit, 

Your l'onour,th:it th:it fs not a point of orclrr. 
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PR. HICKEV: It is a corrected statement. Do not mislead the House. 
--- ----- --

1-'R. Nf'.AllY: I will make·ITiy statement again, do not worry. 

AN E0t-:. t'D'RF.R: Of course you will. --------
1-'P. ,NEJ.P.Y:. Can we have a ruling on that, Mr. Chaiman? 

AN HON. ~'EMBER: Coming right up. 

~'R. W.N.ROHE: Let us hope it is not garbled like the other. 

I have been advised by the Deputy Speaker, 

that this is a disnuted fact and it is not a point of order. 

~- NEARY: Hr. Chairman, what I said was that there was more money 

spent per capita to rehabilitate homes of families who could not 

afford to repair these homes themselves, there was more money spent 

per capita in the honourable ITiember's district on the Blackhead Road 

than was spent in any other district in r:e'l-:foundJand. 

~'IL HICKEY: To a point of order. Are we roinp.: to allow the 

honourable gentleman to continue to mislead this House? I have just 

stated that that statement is incorrect and I will offer to produce 

the facts today. 

MP.. NEARY: 

-r-<R.. HICKF.Y: 

Hr. Chairman, this is definitely not a point of order. 

I will p.:ive a complete run-doW11. 

~ ~~A_P)'_:_ Ah, sit down! 

r,qi_ HICKFY: Twill p,ive a complete run-down of districts. T know 

from where I speak. I clo check my facts. 

1-'R • ROBF.RTS: Hr. Chairman, Your Eonour has already ruled on this. 

The honourable gentleman from the Fxtern is attempting to harass my 

collearue from Bell Tslnncl. Your Honour ruled three seconds ago on 

precisely tl1e same point. If I may say so as:,ain, Your Honour's ruUnp. 

was that this is a disputed fact hetween two honourable members and 

it is not a point of order. The honourahle rentleman from the Extern 

in due course may lurch to his feet if he wish and attempt to ma~e 

a speech. That is his right. We shall he;,r him, not only with the 

courtesy he deserves, we will hear him with the courtesy any member 

should have,w~ich is far more than th.it honourable memher deserves. 

l'r. Cha f rMan. nn accusa tfon that "' member is misleadi TI/! 

tJu, l'c,use. is th., t p;ir I f .ir,f'n t.,ry, Sir? r.ou] d I ask Your Honour if that 
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is parliamentary? 

l-'!R. CIL\IFHAN (Dl1-lPl!V) ~ I .1ust ruled on this a few moments a~o. 

The honourable met'l~er from Bell Island does have the floor and must 

be heard in silence. The honourable Hinister of the Environment 

will get an opportunity to rise to the debate to reply to his 

statements. 

MR. ~EARY: }Ir. Chairman, I was accused of misleading the House and 

I would like Your Honour to inform me whether or not an accusation 

against a member of misleading the House is improper and is 

unparliamentary, Sir. 

Mt. CHAIR!-'AN (DUNP)lJ)_:_ I would like to reserve any ruling on that 

for the time bein~ until I consult with my senior advis~r,if you li~e, 

the Deputy Speaker. 

?-!? • RICKEY: I will withdraw that remark until today when I produce 

the facts and then we will see. 

~~ • FJlBERTS : 

MR. HICKEY: ------ -· 
1T.. NEARY : 

1-'P.. ROBERTS: 

Let us get a rulin~ on it. 

Forget the ruling on it, I will withdraw it. 

I want a ruling. 

I do not care if you withdraw or not. What you do, idiot, 

is of no importance to anybody. 

~~- CHAIR"AN (Dl'NPHY)_:_ The honourable member has withdrawn the 

statement that the honourable member from Bell Island was misleadinr, 

the House,so the ruling will not be necessary. 

PR. ~EARY: ·----- Thank you, l''r. Chairman. I assume that it was unparliamentary 

lanr,ua~e. Sir, today is Friday the 13th. I hope honourable members 

will keep th11.t in mind. Now, Sir, that is one aspect o! it and this 

may not be relevant, but jn the minister's own District of r.ander, in 

Peterview, riore money will be spent per car,ita repairing homes in 

Peterview than was spent on Bell IsJand 1n the ff.seal yp;ir, per capita 

now, 1971-1972. 

f)!_H0~~!.'T."_BJ!'_:_ Hhat has that to do with rural development? 

YR__ NEARY: I am just making the point. 

AN HON. }'l~:'r.ER: Provincial money or fedcr~l money? 
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ml. ?l'EARY: Provincial money from the Department of Social Services. 

AN HON. ME"'BER: It i~ federal money. 

~'!'. NF i\PY: It is not f~deral ~oney, it is cost-shared by the 

r.overnmcnt of C;1nada hut the money th:it was spent on Bell Island l<•ns 

also cost-shared. 

}'R. COLLINS: The money spent in Peterview was a LIP programme,the 

greatest portion of it, plus some assistance from the_ 

'1-'R. NEAPY: It is not federal money, ~r. Chairman, it is not federal 

money. 

~- COLLINS: Oh yes! 

'1-'R. NEARY: It is not federal money, it is_ 

AN HON. l"E?'BER: Federal money. - - - --- · · 
'1-'R. NEARY: It is assistance from the Department of Social Services 

as the minister can confirm. 

AN HON. ~fEMBER: Plus LIP. 

PF. NEARY: And all the assistance piven to recipients of social 

assistance based on need is cost-shared by the Government of Ca=ac~~ 

fifty percent. 

? 'R • }'t"RPHY : The facts are available in my department, Nr. Chaiman, 

I will accept to have a statement prepared to the satisfaction - I do 

not know right off the bat. Now argue the point. 

!~:: .. NEARY_:_ No I am not p,oing to ar!?ue the point. I .1ust wanted to 

make that point because it was rather interestin~ when I ~ot these 

figures from the minister. 

MR. ROBERTS: Based on the fir.urea the minister gave the other day. 

The f!r,urPs the minister r,.:1vP thE" other da·, hut, Mr. Chairman, 

there was upwards of two hundred thousand dollars, upwards of two 

hundred thousand dollar~ spent rE"pairinr, homes of people who WE"re 

uner.iployed, who were sick and so forth, on the Blackhead Road. A 

proRramme, Sir, that I aM proud of, the previous administration is proud, 

and it cost more per capita to repair these homes on the Blackhead Road 

than it did to repair th<> homes o-:: Bell Island. That is a fact worth 

keepinr. in m1ncl, ~ir, hC'c-;111sC' we are r.oln~ to hE"ar more about that in 
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the futqre. 

l-'P. . DOODY : The homes wrre in the same condition? 

MR. NEA.'q_Y: The homes on Bell Island were probably in worse condition. 

I have seen some of the homes that were repaired on the Blackhead Road. 

By the way, I was up there the Saturday before last and I looked 

at some of the homes. If the group who were doing the LIP project 

over on the Blackhead Road, Sir, that got the building material from 

the Department of Social Services, if they had to follow the list of 

materials that th~ Minister of Social Services is allowed to give out, 

if they had followed that,they would not have been able to carry out 

the repairs that were necessary to these homes, so there was 

substitution. 

1-'R. MJFPHY: The only substitution I made, if I may, Mr. Chairman, on 

that point, and that is that with all the buildin~ materials they were 

not permitted insulation,which I think is the most ridiculous thing in 

the world to repair a house and pot be permitted to purchase 

insulation. I changed that because I thought that any home today.to 

be made windproof or weatherproof,r.rust have some type of insulation. 

SOME HON. JliEMBF.RS: (Inaudible) 

f-!R. NF.ARY: 

MR. ROBF.PTS: 

f-lR • MURPHY: 

'1-'R. POBERTS: --------- --
1-'P.. }'URPHY: 

Hearl Hearl Sir, Hearl Hear! I am all for it. 

Is that the rule enforced throughout the province now? 

Under this granting of supplies yes, absolutely. 

I mean, can I get insulation for a house in St. Anthony? 

If there is help approved for that house,in buildin~ 

materials. That is the point I ~as making, Sir. 

'1-'R. Pf'Br.P.TS · It is a r,ood thing. 

Another great, broad outlook of the former administration. 

~'R. NEAPY: So, r-•r. Chairman, in order to carry out repairs to these 

homes successfully,over on the Blackhead Pead, there had to be 

substitution. There had to be and there _was and there is no investi~ation. 

I am glad there is no invcstiration, Sir, hecause the list of material 

th:it the Depnrtmcnt of Social Serv1.ces is allowed to rive out is 

ridiculous, ridiculous. 
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If the honourahle memher would permit, the 

topic under discussion or the Head :Is !lend XIY., Municip;il AffairR 

and l'ousinr:. The honournhle mrmher :Is encouraged not tor.et :Into a 

lonp, arrument which should more appropriately have been heard under 

Head Social Services which was passed some two hours aio. 

}IR. NF.fl RY·: I would not dare, ~r. Chairman, I would not dare. You 

know that. Now, the honourable l!l'inis ter of Social Services can go 

to Florida for a couple of weeks. Sir, I am trying to Ret the 

Hinister of r-iunici.pal Affairs and Housing, Mr. Chairman, to tell the 

committee precisely, and I am sure the member for St. John's South 

will be interested in this, I am tryinr: to get the minister to tell 

the committee precisely what work is r;oinr, to be done on the Blackhead 

Rond this year and how much is p:o:f.nr, to he spE>nt on each item? 

For instance, let me ~ive the committee an example: How much 

will be spent on the recommendation in the Kostaszek Report on 

landscapinr- on the Blac1'.head Road? How much will be spent on site

improvement? How much will be spent on housinr? We are told that the 

programme for public housing is only partially completed. Only 

forty-six public housing units have been constructed ~nd nrivate 

rehabilitation will also be carried out this year, Sir. 
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'-'R. NF.ARY: About twenty homes have been built, forty-three have 

been reoaired and sixteen extensions have been completed with 

private funds. Th:ls activity has' been impeded by the reduction in 

the scope of the olan. ~r. KoRtaszek also recommends, Mr. Chairman -

and this is another promise that .was made by the Tories in two 

provincial elections. 

AN MONOURARLE MP'R C:R: Progressive Conservatives. 

MR. NEARY: Better known as Tories, Sir. 

AN HONOlTRABLE >.fEMBER: That is right. 

MR. NEARY: That the legislaticm of this province be changed to allow 

the government to provide a home for a home in cases where urban 

renewal developments are done in the future. A home for a home, 

remember, Sir, that we heard that being promised in two provincial 

elections and nothing has qeen done about it. I would like to 

hear the minister's comments on that. 

Sir, what I am getting at - I do not want·to prolong thia 

debate - what I am gettinp, at is that the ~eople on the Blackhead 

Road would like to know what items in the Kostaszek Renart, what 

recommendations are going to be carried out this year and how much 

is going to be spent on each item. That is not an unreasonable 

request, Sir. The minister keeps 
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answering my question by asking me a question. That is no way ,to 

answer a question in this honourable House. If the minister.does 

not know what the answer is why does he not call in his officials and 

get the answers or rise the committee and go on to somebody else's 

estimates and let the minister go downstairs and get the information, 

Sir1 The people in the Blackhead Road want this information. There 

is no reason why it should be withheld from them. This is the government 

that talk about planning, all . the planning. Well will they please 

tell us what their plans are for the Blackhead Road in this fiscal year? 

That is all I am asking the minister. If he does not have anything 

to hide,why does he not tell the committee? If he does not have the 

facts, if he does not have the information, if he does not· kn.ow, why 

does he not get up and say,"Well look,I am sorry, Mr. Chairman. I do 

not know what we are going to spend the money on in the Blackhead Road 

this year. I do not know if we are going to spend a cent.M At least 

he should level with us, be honest with us and tell us how much is going 

to be spent and for what. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, that is precisely what I did just now. 

Of all the communities across this province, when we allocated a 

certain amount of money for them I do not know how many bags of 

fertilizer they buy or how many nuts and bolts or pieces of pipe or 

what have you. We have looked at the Kostaszek Report. We have 

had frequent meetings with Mr. Kostaszek as the interim reports were 

written. There is an independent ·review board on the Blackhead Road. 

There is also an hoJseholder union up there. The people on the Blackhead 

Road,as far as I am concerned,are getting a lot of attention. We are 

in the process of trying to come up with some means of insulating the 

overhead sewer pipe~. At the present time we are dealing with people 

who still have problems in terms of whether or not they want their 
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houses raised and houses which were moved because of the scheme. 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudib"1:e) 

HR. COLLINS: That I really cannot say, Mr. Chairman. There is no 

reason why I should. That is an unreasonable request. I think. the 

honourable member must realize that. The Blackhead Road Union would 

know and the independent review board would know. I would not know 

offhand and no one in the department would know at this p·articular 

time. We are working with them very closely. There has been a lot 

of work done and a lot of work done by the past administration. We 

have followed through and hopefully we can reach a satisfactory conclusion. 

With regard to the subsidized rental units, half of them, 

as the honourable member has mentioned,have been provided. We are in the 

process of ·getting plans done and hopefully will be able to call tenders 

pretty soon for a further supply of subsidized rental units on the hill. 

MR. R. WELLS: Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a few comments as this 

matter of the Blackhead Road has been raised. When the previous 

administration left office there had been just over $7 million spent on 

the Blackhead Road. Now I think it was obviously a fine idea to do 

something and redevelop the Blackhead Road Area but unfortunately the 

scheme was put into effect in such a way that great hardahip was 

caused. A lot of people were upset and a lot of harm was done to 

individuals. I will not go into that. When this present government 

took office, it found that before it could go on and finish the ~cheme 

that a lot of what had been wrongly done and improperly carried out in 

terms of actual technical work ·on the Blackhead Road had to be put right. 

A lot of it has been put right. As Mr. Kostaszek says in his report, 

it is going to cost a lot of money to put all the things right. Now 

I do not see how the minister could stand up here today, with things in 

a state of flux as they are on the Blackhead Road, where there haR to be 
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considerable investigation of some of the problems (I am talking 

about engineering, physical construction problems that has to be 

done. It is an ongoing thing) I do not see how the minister 

could possibly say what will be required to be spent this year or 

even next year. The only thing that can be said with any certainty 

is that a good deal of public money is going to have to be spent to 

correct deficiencies that should not have been deficiencies in the 

first place,because the public money was not carefully spent in the 

past. 

Now on the question of housing, the hon. gentleman for 

Bell Island has said that more money was spent per capita on the 

Blackhead Road than any other district in Newfoundland. Be it far 

from me to say that that is not so. I would like him to substantiate 

that in the public accounts or. some other figures,what he is saying 

here. I do not think it is so. In fact I felt that it was one of the 

deficiencies of the Blackhead Road scheme from the very start. It is 

all very well to provide services and roads and this sort of thing but 

unless you have a clear plan fro~ the beginning to upgrade housing, 

it is not much good. It is not much good to be able to have a paved 

road in front of them, if they are living in shacks. Now a lot of 

work has been done up there recently under federal programmes. The 

Department of Social Services have made available building materials 

and the fedPral programmes have made available labour. There has 

been a lot of good community involvement up there. 1 hope that that 

will be an ongoing thing. I hope that the province will see fit 

also to engage even to a greater extent in the upgrading. 1 do not 

think the minister.after a very, very complex and comprehensive 

report like the Kostaszek Report. I do not see how so recently 

afterwards the minister can say now what money must be spent on the 
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Blackhead Road to complete and finish the scheme. 

I may say that I would like, myself, to see a certain 

amount of the money that is in the estimates allocated for land

scaping and clearing away the bolders and rubble which are up there 

because it is a most unsightly thing and the community must be made to 

appear better by reason of clearing away this sort of rubble. 

The other thing,that is important I think,which the 

administration did was establish a review board of competent people 

who could size up the deficiedcies and make recommendatioas for the 

fixing of these deficiencies. That is being done now and it is an ongoing 

thing. Quite honestly, Mr. Chairman, I think that the proper steps 

are being taken in connection with the Blackhead Road. 

HR. NEA:{Y: Mr. Chairman, I am sure the people up on the Blackhead 

Road will be howling if they heard him, Sir, taking it up for the 

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. All I was trying to do, Sir, 

was to get some information for his poor old constituents up there. 

MR. WELLS: 

MR. NEARY: 

That is just nonsense. 

It is not nonsense. These people up there want to know 

how much money is going to be spent up there this year, what 

recommendations of the Kostaszek Report are going to be implemented. 

They want to know that. I was up th~re th~ Saturday before last 

and talked to some of the people up there. I know how they feel about 

this. They are waiting for the honourable member to come up. 

MR. DOODY: I wonder if the honourable membr.rs listening to this could 

get somebody from Public Works to come up with a front-end loader, Sir, 

to shove off - it i~ bad enough keeping track of the honourable member 

when you can see his eyes but the way it is now it is absolutely ridiculous. 

MR, NEARY: About the only thing I can say is that I ask the 

honourable minister not to shoot until he sees the whites of my eyes, 

Now if the Minister of Municipal Affeirs and Housing, Sir, 

cannot give the committee the information,well and good, there is nothing 
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I can do about it. I cannot drag it out of him. I cannot force it 

out of him. I cannot beat it out of him, Sir. The only thing I can 

do is to plead with him to provide the information. I am surprised 

with the hon. member for St. John's South. I thought he would be 

right in there helping me to try and get this little bit of information. 

Let me ask the minister a couple of more questions. These are not 

costly items. 

The commission has ~ecommended that a community development 

directorate be established to oversee successful completion of the 

scheme and guide the design of a long-term plan for community development 

and local administration. The structure and role of such an organization 

are &UDDDarized in figures 9(a) and 9 (b) opposite. Functional areas 

of responsibility are described in figure 10 opposite. The highlights 

of the commission's proposal include: formation of an interim review 

board consisting of representatives from the community and various 

government departments; appointment by government of an impartial 

chairman of the community development directorate (an impartial chairman); 

provision of appropriate resources, qualified personnel and funds to 

support the community development directorate as required; (I presume 

a few dollars to enable the directorate to carry out ita work) involvement 

of the Department of Community and Social Development to assist the 

community plan and to co-ordinate the various federal and provincial 

programmes in the possible role of community planner and co-ordinator; 

development of a community planning ·team by the householders union made 

up of a representativ,, number of residents and qualified professionals. 

Would the minister please tell the committee what is being 

done about that recommendation, if anything? If nothing has been done, 

when will somethin~ be done about that recommendation? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, the only responsibility I have on the Blackhead 

Road is in terms of the municipal requirements of the scheme. Now I cannot 
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get involved with the educational problems up there or the social 

development problems. The minister here looks after that. I heard 

that Dr. Kitchen was up there a few days ago. I do not know if he 

accompanied the honourable member or not. Presumably Dr. Kitchen 

and the honourable member if they should go up there will auis·t the 

people. There has been a lot of attention paid to the Blackhead Road. 

I only wish that all of the rest of the communities - communities 

down in the honourable member's district, St. Barbe North, could have 

had the attention that the Blackhead Road people have had. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. COLLINS: This is the third time now that I have said that 

we are correcting the deficiencies in the overhead sewers. We 

are correcting the deficiencies in the drains and what have you. How 

many bags of grass they are going to plant, I really do not know. 

MR. NEARY: Perhaps if I changed the subject, I might get a little more -

obviously the people of the Blackhead Road are not going to get the 

information they want. 

MR. COLLINS: That is all the communication with the people of the 

Blackhead Road. 

MR. WELLS: I do not think that it should be just left like that. 

The honourable member spoke about the Blackhead Road Review Board recommendation. 

That review board was set up last fall, not under the Minister of 

Municipal Affairs but under the Premier's Office. The review board was 

composed of Mr. Don Wilson,who is.a professional engineer, as chairman 

and certainly impar~ial. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. WELLS: That is right. We are not talking about partiality now 

between Liberal and Progressive Conservative. He is certainly impartial 

insofar as the Blackhead Road is concerned, whether there are deficiencies 

and what to be corrected, The other member was Mr. Ed Horlick,who 

was the choice of the residents, appointed to the board. The other member 
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was Mr ... Charlie Earl~f the Department of Finance. This board has 

done a lot of good work. It was not under the Department of Municipal 

Affairs but rather it was an impartial board between the officials of 

the scheme and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and the Blackhead 

Road to see impartially if any department of government - that is why 

it was under the Premier's Office - what ought to be done. The 

board made some valuable recommendations and I hope will make more, 

particularly with regard to the practical sorting out of say the 

sewer system or the stot'111 sewer system which had been improperly 

put in and which had filled with silt, sand and rocks. A great 

deal of public money is going to have to be spent up there to correct 

that sort of deficiency and especially the sewer line which comes down 

over the hill, which has a habit of freezing up every winter when 

it is particularly cold. Much public money is going to have to be 

spent by this administration, with all due respect to the honourable 

member, to correct some of the things that were wrongly and improperly 

done in the past and before this administration took office. This 

public money has to be spent. It will be spent. I will argue for it 

unceasingly but I do not think we should loose sight of the fact 

that it is to correct deficiencies that were allowed up there in the 

first place. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chaiman, perhaps the member for St. John's South 

should be the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. We might get 

more infot'11lation out of him~ 

Now. Sir, I am r,oing to switch to another to1•tc. I do not 

know whether this was discussed before I c;imcback into the House, but 

as honour:ible members 1'-now, Mr. Chainnan, one of the ma1or needs of 

the people of this province is ~ood housing. By people, ~r. Chairman, 

I do not only mean welfare recipients, I mean people in the low 

income hr:ickets, people in the middle income bracket. The minister 

is nocldinr h1s hP:\cl. fl,· :wrecs with me I think ,on this. It is very 
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difficult inmy opinion, even with the slackening up in C.M.H.C. 

regulations, Sir, it is still very difficult for most people ro 

meet the mortr.a~e conditions that are laid down by C.M.H.C. in 

purchasing houses. With the cost of housinp today, ?Tr. Chairman, 

only the relatively rich in this province, only the relatively 

rich, Sir, can own their own homes. I am deeply disappointed 

that this present administration has not taken more steps in helping 

our people in this province to o~mership of their own, poor little 

homes. Another promise that has gone by the board, ~ir. 

The cost of housing is sky-high in this city today, Sir, 

sky-high. It is beyond the reach of the ordinary man. If this should 

continu1c , the middle income families in Newfoundland will never be 

able to own a home of their own, never. The cost of land, Sir, you 

would not know but it was a gold mine you were buying when you are 

buying a building lot. Fifty by one hundred or fifty by seventy-five 

feet, do you know, Mr. Chairman, what it costs in this city? ft.nywhere 

from eight to.twelve thousand dollars. Until we reach the stage in 

Newfoundland and in Canada,! suppose,for that matter, where we have 

coMplete public ownership of land, the cost of housing will be up. 

~r. Chairman, we were told the other day, by the Minister 

of ,_,-unicipal Affairs and Housinr,, that building lots would soon go 

on sale down in the new town, the satellite city. I asked the 

minister if he could indicate to the committee how much a person would 

have to pay. For instance, what would be the cost of a buildinr, lot 

say fifty feet by one hundred feet? The minister said that he was 

unable to te.11 ir.e. Well, Sir, that information is available. I know 

a gentleman who went down to the office, I do not know where the 

office is located, but he told me he went to the office, asked about 

the building lots; he was interested in a corner lot. The gentleman 

said; "Yes, they would be going on sale very soon." I do not know if 

he said they were on sale or going on sale, but anyway he said that 

the cost of this particular lot was ~12,000; $12,000, in Mount Pearl 

in the new satellite city, ~ corner lot. 
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(Inaudible) '-'R. COLI;INS: 

"'F. NF.ARV• It is a ~rner lot, Sir, I do not have a map in front 

of mP. I would suhmit. Sir, that huilrlinJ? lots in the new 

sntellite city will nm?<' 11nywhere from eevPn thousand to fifteen 

thousnnd ,lollars. I would Ray the lowc-st woulrl be aho11t sewin thou,rnnd 

dollars. ihe minister must hnve some idea what these lots are ~oinr 

to cost. Is that a correct ball park fir,ure, anywhere from seven 

thousand.' 

MR. COLLINS: That is rather hil!;h I suspect. 

~--=-NEftRY~ Seven thousand dollars is rather high? 

!:'R· COLLINS: We are hoping to be able to sell the lots around the 

six thousand dollar mark. 

f'R • NF.ft RY: -- - -~--- Around six thousand dollars. Pow many lots for six 

thousand dollars? 

l-'P.. COLLINS: I cannot say that for sure. I have only the information 

that is given me. It rnirht be sixty-five hundrerl,and someone will 

say: "The minister said six thousand dollars." 

!-IR. NEARY: The point I am making, }1r. Chairman, and the minister 

has confimed it anyway, if there are lots for six thousand dollars 

there are only a handful. I would say the average cost in the new 

town will be eip.ht or nine thousand dollars. That is pretty hfp.h for 

a person in the low incone and in the middle income bracket, Sir, too 

high. 

The minister also told us the other day, Pr. Chairman, th.Rt 

some of the lots, some of the hlocks - I think he said that a hlocv 

of lots would he sold to contractors. Well, Sir, I am opposed to 

that and! w:111 tell the cormnittee why I am opposed to it. You know 

what hanpens when you sell these huildinl! lots to contractors, f-fr. 

Chairman? 

i\N HON. ~lf.~!J'IF.!< : They build houses on thel'I. 

"R. NF.AP.Y: No, they do not hu1ld houses on them. Sometimes they do. 

son<-tim<'~ th<-v clo not. Tt 1R n wdl l<nown fact fn this city that 

contr:ic-lnr,1 l1av1• l,01wht hlo.-1,!1 of 1:mil for r<'s,,1<'. 
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!-(R. COLLINS: ?-'r. Chairman, just in case the honourable member 

might be getting off on.the wrong foot. When we said that there 

would be blocks of land available for contractors, it is to build 

a ~lock of houses on, not to buy land ann keep it for speculation 

purposes. It will be a case of going in to build a number of 

houses and they will he ~:fven several blocks of land to do that. 

~'R. NF.ARY: That is fine, ~r. Chairman, that is fine. I am glad 

to hear that but I am still r.oin~ to ~ake my point ahout the 

contractors buying land in this city, maybe not from the minister's 

department but they buy it privately for resale. If a poor family 

in the miudle income bracket comes along with seven, e:f.11:ht, nine 

or ten thousand dollars, r think they are up to about eleven or 

twelve thousand dollars now, and says; "Yes,I will buy this building 

lot. How much do you want for it? I want ten thousand dollars. 

Okay! Fine! The hitch is this, Mr. Chairman, it is not only the 

person having to lash out his ten or twelve thousand dollars for a 

buildinr, lot but he has to sip.nan agreement that he will buy the 

~uilding materials from that particular contractor. The minister is 

noddinp: his head in approval. He says; ''Yes, that is correct." 

r-iR. COLLINS: 

~R. NFARY: 

I have heard of some cases. 

It should be stopped, Sir, it should be stopped at once. 

Chester Dawe is one of the big~est culprits. 

AN HON. ~'E~fBER: No matter what the price? 

HR. NEARY: No matter what the price, Sir, the fellow is forced to 

buy his materials from r.hester Dawe Li~ited if Chester Dawe sells him 

the buildinp: lot. He cannot r,o and shop around for material,he h.is 

a signed a~reement. It is contrary to the hu~an ri~hts, the Canadian 

Code of Human Pip,hts,I would sug~est to the Minister of Justice. It 

would be worth-while for the minister's department to look into it. 

That is happeninr,, Sir. I know a friend of mine, a ve~y close friend 

of mine,who bought a huildinr, lot recently from Chester Dawe Limited. 

And he had to sir:n an aF:reement th1tt he would buy the buildini materials 

to build his poor little house with from Chester l)awe 1.imiterl. This 
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is wron11:. What arc these people,slnvcs? Surfs? Who do Chester 

Dawe Limited think they nre or }fr. r.ardiner? The Minister of 

Finance's flunkic for n while? I would like for the minister to 

look into th~t. The minister knows it is happening. 

~'R. COLLINS: I have read about it. I have read about a case or 

two the past couple of days. 

MR. NEARY: What can be done to stop it? 

~- CO'l"....L_I_N_S__:_ I really do not know ff anythin~-

MR. NEARY: Our people are de$perate for land, Sir, desperate for 

it. You 1ust cannot get a building lot in this city. When they 

do spot one somewhere, some speculator, some contractor has it tied 

up. He will charge an exhorbitant price for it and then you have to 

siin an agreement to buy buildin~ materials from him. What kind of 

a racket is it, ¥r. Chairnan? It is the worst I ever heard in my 

life. It should be stopped and I would like for the minister to 

get his officials to look into it and put it to a stop. It is bad 

enough to have to lash out ten or twelve thousand dollars for a piece 

of land without co~mitting yourself then to the supplier of buildin? 

materials. 

Mr. Chairman, what other land aaseT'lblies are bein~ serviced 

now apart from the satellite city? What plans does the minister have 

in mind to develop other areas around the city and around Newfoundland 

for that matter? Housing is not only a problem in St. John's, Sir, 

it is a problem in the minister's own district, it is a problem on 

the Burin Peninsula, it is a problem all over this province. I would 

like for the ministEr to tell us what short-ranp,e plans his 

department has for housing and what lonr.-ran~e plans,if any. I wonder if 

the minister can outline to us what is goin~ to he done about housinp, 

in the next ffvP or ten years. Will there he more ~overnment 

involv('mcnt 1n proc11rfn" l.,nd , servicing the land and !ir.lUn~ it hack 

to thr penpl~wlm arc 1ntereste~,"t cost price or even subsidize it? 

The cost of l,1nd, Sir, ls killinr, our neonlP., Larrinr, not only our 

youn~ rrople but our reople, period, from owning their own homes. They 
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will never own their own homes at the rate we are going now. I wonder 

if the minister could r,ive us a few comments on this sub_1ect. 

f-<R. C()LLU:S: ~•r. Chairman, with regard to the difficulty in 

obtaining land and the hip,h cost of land, I think I have said before that 

all the people in Newfoundland, all of Newfoundland were caught with 

their pants down in terms of the availability of serviced land. They 

just could not get a piece anywhere - St. John's, Gander, Corner 

Brook or Grand Falls or any of the urban centres. We will not go 

into the reason f?r that or whose shoulders the blame should lie on. 

As I have said on numerous occasions recently, the Mount Pearl new 

town development will be ready, hopefully by June. Virginia Waters, 

which is being develor,ed by the St. John's Housing Corporation,will 

be ready this sumroer. There will be a considerable subdivision 

become available in the Town of Gander by late summer, certainly by 

the fall. There is a considerable amount of land becoming available 

in Corner Brook now and more this summer. 

With regard to the cost, Mr. Chairman, the cost of land is 

high. Labour costs are not going down they are r-oin~ up. As long 

as labour costs continue to rise,the cost of producing machinery and 

piping is going to increase, the cost of d:f.ip,ing ditches is going to 

increase and the cost of installing is going to increase. The federal 

government have certain amendments before the House of Commons now. 

We know 1ust what amendments they proposerl, whrther they will pass 

through the House or not we do not know and they have not passed yet. 

Consideration is being p,iven up there to introducinr a mortgage 

subsidy arrangement. l-1h<1t the amount will be we really ·,1111 not know 

until the legislation is passed. Certainly, that is a move in the right 

direction in assisting people in the lower and middle income groups to 

be able to own their own homes as opposed to the subsidized rental 

units which we are building and will continue to build unless some 

better arrangement is made. 

The province is looking at ways and means of making it easier 
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for people to obtain lane! or obtain mort~ar,£'~, whatever it mir,ht be. 

I am not in a position to· s.1.y what thnt wfll hC' yet and we wf lJ. not 

be until th€' federal r,ovc-rnrnent ideas or the fpderal r;overnm,•nt's 

poli~y is nade known to u~. We do not want to ~et involvC'd in the 

same area as they are, we want to be able to compliment their plan 

and supplement it or piggy back on it, if you want to. Hopefully, 

they will have their plan through and _1ust as soon as we 1':now what 

it is we are r;oin~ to make some moves as well. I cannot say too much 

more than that about it yet. 

We do appreciate the fact that it is practically impossible 

for middle income people ever to own their own homes. Certainly 

the subsidized rental units are not the answer to that, because those 

are costly units for the province and for the federal government. The 

average cost in terms of yearly subsidy on suhgidized rental units is 

about two thousand dollars and we think that that money could he 

better spent in other ways to help people obtain home ownership and 

build up an equity. 

~- NEARY: Will the minister tell us if anythin~ will be done in the 

way of public housing this year in any part of the province? 

MP.. COLLINS~ Yes, there will be a fair amount of public housini;,; this 

summer. I cannot tell the honourable member exactly where they are 

goin~ to be. I will be announcin~ that in the !louse as soon as we 

have decided on it hut there will he certainly as many as last year 

and maybe more starts than last )'ear in subsidized rental units. 

M.R. NF.ARY· I do not know if th:lswerE discussed while I was out of ------- ··-· -

the House or not, hut his great report that we had on re~ional 

government in Newfoundland, these three or four volumes -

AN HON. ¥E!ABER: What report? 

Ml. NF.ARY: The bi~ one that was almost like a suitcase. 

~- COLLINS : The urban study? 

f-'R. Nf.J\RY: Yr~. Whnt Ji; hrlnr. non£' wi.th that now? Will anythinp. be 

clont".~,1y,f11 tliC' nC'Xl y,-:1r nr :10,on thr TC'<"Omm!'ncl;itions of thP - that 

rlN1.lt with ri·i-lonal ~ovc-rmw.nt,d1rl it not? 

~860 



April 12, 1973, Tape 1209, Pa~e 14 -- apb 

AN HON. t-'F~~BER: (Inaudible) 

Ml. NE/\.RY: I saw in there where they thought Bell Island should be 

wiped off the face of the map. They did not include Bell Island in 

any of their plans, any of their recommendations. They just forgot 

about it hoping that it would go away. What is going to be done 

about this report? 

MR. COLLINJ~_ The honourable member is referring to the St. John's 

Re~ional Vrhan Study I presume. That was presented to the people 

some time a~o. not too long ago. It has been circulated now to all of 

the councils involved, the incorporated areas, groups of people and 

individuals and what have you. I indicated at the conference in 

Queen's College that we were ~oing to continue with the board to make 

sure that the people had an opportunity to understand the report and 

have some imput in it. The royal commission of course will be looking 

at it before their report comes in and hopefully, at that time we will 

be in a position to know what 

~861 



April 12, 1973 Tar,e 1210 IR-1 

should be done. Tt is a very useful study. 

On motion 1901-01 to 1901-02-03 carried. 

•11~. '.ffARY: lfould the minister exnlain whv this is up by $108,000? 

"R. ror.r. DIS: Yc>s, 'Ir. n,.,frman, thl.s reflects some new positions 

which we anticipate gettinR. They have not been aoproved. They 

have nothfnp, classified by PAD yet. They do have money fn th~ 

estimates to take care of it. Just as 1;oon aR I get the class! fications 

I can tell the honourable member more. 

MR. NEARY: The empire is r-etting built bigger. 

MR. COLLINS: I would say that our deoartment is possibly the most 

understaffed department in Canada. 

On motion 1902-01 to 1902-02-02 carried. 

MR. ROBEP.TS: T wonder if you could explain computer services for me. 

!-IR. COLLINS: Mr. Chai man, the cost of the comp11ter services has 

been proraterl over the different departments this year. In the 

meantime we are using the comnuters to some extent in providing 

certain infomation for the royal commission. 

On motion 1902-02-08 carried. 

On motion 1911-01 to 1911-02-02 carried. 

r,,l'R. COLLINS: Yes, $500,000 of that is to the City of Corner BrooK. There 

is $28,000 to the City of St. John's. 

MP. ROBERTS: That is what it was last veRr. Mr. ChairmRn, I wonder if the 

mtnister could tell us a little .\bout th!" financial situation of 

Newfoundl;md's second city, namelv the Citv of Corner Brook. Tt has 

heen somewhat in the news recently. I rather that things are not 

well in Corner Rrook in R financial sense. Also while we are at it, 

T understand that the - when · I say the council in Corner llrook that 

may not have heen the full co11nci.l. There has been some sort of 

undertaking to give them some extra money so that they can open 

another fire station in Corner Brook. I am sorry,not open. They 

have it oren. I think ft is over on the west side or in Curling. 

Tf thP rr:mt fs not fnc:reasr<l,from whence cometh nll good - sc on 

thc-,;p twn p<lf11t,;,rc,11ld rlw mfnfr.:ter rnllr.htPn us somr.what,rle:ise. 
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~- COLLI~S~ ~r. Chairman, there has been some miRunderstanding 

I think in some of the thin~s which have been reported with regard 
- ~ 

to the City of Corner Brook. The City of Corner Brook iR doin~ 

a pretty good job. They have nossihly the highest tax rate in 

Newfoundland. Not possibly, I am sure it is the highest tax rate, 

There is a very good council there. Things are going relatively 

smoothly.There was some indication.I think a misunderstanding on 

the peoples' parts, that the city had intended building a junior 

college. Of col.•rse, the City of Comer Brook cannot afford to buUd a 

junior college,as we all know. 

With regard to the firemen, there has been an additional 

third fir~ station opened. There is a need for additional firemen. 

It is not reflected in the estimates here. We have only received 

a request from the city a short time ago and the government is 

considering it, I think they are looking for an additional $50,000 or 

S60,000. 

HR. ROBERTS: Could the minister indicate whether the council will 

be getting that money from the government. 

~- COLLINS: I would say that there is a pretty good chance. I 

cannot say for sure because it will be a government decision of 

course. 

HR. ROBERTS: The minister is being somewhat in~enuous, Hr. Chairman, 

I suggest. His colleague, the Minister of Transportation and Communications, 

quoting the honourable the PremieY:,has indicated to the council in 

Corner Brook publicly - I am relying now on the "Western Star" which 

after all maybe I should not rely on because it i• a s~ster in 

journalism for that scurrilous rag, that yellow dog of journalism, 

the "Evenin!1: Telegram". Are they going to get it or not1 The 

honourable gentleman for Humber F.ast has said that thev will get 

it. 

~. COLLIN~: As I said, ~r. Chairman, the government has not made 
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a decision on it yet. I susr,ect that they will get the money, 

MP.. P.OP.F~Ts: Let it he recorded then in this time and place 

that although the ~inister of Transportation etc. has said 

t!'tat thev will get it , the minis-ter concerned savs that: 

(a) There is nothing in the estimates. (Well, that 

is patently obvious) ~nd 

(b) That r.ovemment have not made a decision as yet. 

Jl'R . COI.LTNS: The government has not made a deciRion as yet. 

IB-3 

~. ROBF.RTS: The minister indicates that he expect~ the decision 

to ~e favorable. I expect it too. 

MR. r.OLLJNS: There is a reason for it not heing reflected in the 

estimates,of course. The request came in after the estimates were 

nrepared. 

!-'1!. ROBERTS : That makes sense. It is possible to amend the estimates. 

The minister cannot amend his own but anv other minister opposite could 

leap to his feet and move an amendment. I shall yield,if anyone should wish. 

Would anybody like to amend this up, to <lo what the p,overnment have 

ar,parently comm:f.tted themselves puhlicly to rlo? You do not mean, Mr. 

Chainnan, that the Jl'inister of Transr,ortation etc. has made a commitment 

and the p,overnment are not leapinr, to honour it. ~~at will the people 

of Corner Brook think? 

~- COLLINS: The neople of Corner Brook w:fll decirle when they know 

what the government decision ls. 

~- ROBERTS: It mav he, t'r. r.hairman, that the '!"eor,le of Corner Brook 

have alread~ decided. They are merely awaitinr, the O'!"portunity to 

express their decision. 

Nm••, !-'r, Chairman, the minister skipped ]i,zhtly on the 

question of the financial situ~tion of Corner Brook. I think it 

is a serious matter and worth a little attention by the mini,c;ter 

and by the cc,mmittee. There was a hulletin from "Information ~!ewfoundlan<l", 

that fo11nt11ln of 1Jisrlnm, truth, ob _ject1.vity,and tht> whnle, full, r.oll'nlete 

,c;torv. One t.•.,s led to b!'l lrvr th:tt the r.1 tv of Corner flrook w:is in 
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desperate financial strnits. Taxs were the highest. I happen to 

have my views too. I think the minister and we agree. I am me·rely 

reportinr, -wh;it wns snid to th€ ectgerly awaiting nubl ic. The mayor 

was called stun1d. That is not bad for an administration that 

does not go in for anv personal references~ In any event, will 

the minister tell us,nre things that had in Corner Rrook? At 

any moment are we going to see Mayor Murphy and his council 

trouni.ng through the hankruntcy courts. 

'!R. COLLINS: 

"R. ROBERTS: 

'fR. COLLINS: 

"io. Hr. Chairm1t.n. I have alrendy told you. 

I will yield to let the minister say a few wordR. 

As T .said a little while ago, the City of Corner Brook 

is not in a position to huild a Junior college. Thia is what 

this stctement is about as I know it. I did not even make the 

statement. I did hear it on radio. We all know the history of 

Corner Brook. Soi7Je years ago they did lose thiA status of local 

elected government and had a comnission of government which dirl 

a nretty ~ood job. The elected council has been doing a pretty 

good ioh since. Like all municipalities all over Newfoundland and 

a.11 over the trafnland, there is not a dearth of money , they are 

making ends meet. They are not developing as fast as they would 

like to. tJe nre hclrd.ng them ,,·hP.re we can. /Is far as I am concerned, 

the tovn is progressing. 

Well, that is very interesting. I hope "Information 

Newfoundland 11 wtll issue the minister's stnterrient. 1-faybe thcv 

wnuld not wa.nt to do that thou,:,h because with -it would have to 

adCthe minister's rt sigru1tion from the cahinet because he has just 

directlv contradicted the Premier's statement. 

~- COLLI}!~: Pr. Chairman, the Leader of the Opnosition cannot get 

;1wny t..•i th th.it. T do not knot✓ exactly what 7'1ayor l.furohy said but 

what came across hy the nress t.:as that the Citv of Corner Brook 

vere nren;1rcd to hui}d a rer:ional colle~e if the nrovincial ;•overnment, 
' . 

could nnt do it. T helieve the Premier said thnt the C:1tv of 

fnrner P.ronk cou1<l nnt ;ifford to huihl a rcgionnl cnl1ere~ I think 
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that is about where it enr:led. ' 

'fR. RORf.RTS : Mr. Chairman, I do not know what Mayor J-Kurohy said but 

I do know 1-•hat "Infnrmatinn Newfoundland" said thnt the Premier had 

said. T rene11t th;it the statement macle hy the minister. which is 

in Hansard - he cannot erase it if they are worried that somebody 

wfl 1 run to the Premier with it , that he haR dfrectlv contradicted 

what the Premier said on the matter, that is hie nrob]em not mine. 

I wonder if the min.1ster while we are on Comer Brook, Mr. 

Chail"lllan, the grant to the City of Co.mer Brook, could tell me what 

the situation is,please.with respect to Dyke's Road. That may not 

be the right name of it. Yes, Dyke's Poad and Peid's Poad. That is 

oart of the City of Corner Brook as,of course ,the minister is aware. 

They have had some prohlems with water. I wonder if the minister 

can tell · me if there have been any representations made to him 

with reference to that problem. If so, what has been the result of 

them? 

~- COLLINS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, we have received representations 

but since it is a part of the City of Corner Brook, the City of 

Corner Brook,of course,then must decide what can and cannot be 

done for those peoole. 

MR. ROBERTS: That makes some sense. Could the minister tell me whether 

the ~overnment are prepared to help tne City of Corner Brook in this 

matter. Could he also tell me please, Sir -

AN HONOt'RABLF. t-!E~fJH'.11: Let UR have a quorum call. 

"IR. ROBERTS: All r1~ht ]et us ha~e a ~uorum ~all,boys. It is only 

ten after eight. She is really p,etting down. Oh there thev come in 

now. Look at them, the fine, hlithe sou!;3. The honourahle gentleman 

from St. John's South looks as inscrutable at ten after eight in the 

morning as he does at ten after eight in the eveninp,. Have we got 

enough? All right! Now, ·stay aboard hoys. no not go too far. 

Oh, ~r. Ch.11.rman, three, six, ei~ht, ten, twelve, fourteen. t-'r. 

Chairman, honnur;1hle pentlemr.n must he 1.n thP1.r seats surely to be 

present 1n thr 1!011sr. /\ m,.l"hrr h:rn no rfr.ht r.xr:ent to hl:<1 nqshmed 
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seat. Everybody in their seats.please. A member has no right 

except to his own seat. ~r. Chairman. Would Your Honour please 

rule on that. The rules are quite clear. A member must sit in 

his own seat. He can only speak from his own place. Everybody in 

his own seat now,boys. Your Honour,can you be present in the 

House unless you are seated in your own seat? 

MR. CHAIR¥AN: He is in the House. 

>.fR. RORF.RTS: He is in the House. All right! Stay in now. We even have 

the police to keep them in. 

AN HONOURABLE }fE~IBER: Where is your rattlebox1 

MR. ROBERTS: !-fy rattlebox is sitting rip.ht over there, Mr. Chairman, 

just behind the gentleman from Fortune Ray. 

Now, Sir, I was asking the minister whether the government 

were prepared to help the people in Dyke's Road with this. Could he 

also indicate to me,please,who made the representatLons on their 

behalf? 

MF .• COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I cannot recall who made the recom~encation 

or the s11p;r,estion or the request because we have hundreds and thousands 

of those. Certainly it is a problem which the city will have to face 

up to. I supoose the province will have to do their part in trying 

to assist the citv,which we are doinp; in every way. We are considerin~ 

the request which the city has in for a guaranteed ~~ount of money 

this year for capital works prop.rammes. There are some negotiations 

being conducted with the DREE oeople. Just what the oosition will 

~e for this year, I am not in a position to say yet. 

MR. RORF.RTS: I su~•;est, ~ir, that the minister i!'I hein~ ini::-enious. 

He mav or may not have received the request a~ he says he did. I 

am prepared to 

neople -

~R. r.oLI. INS: 

call assurance from it somewhat odd because the 

Md vo11 11et a cor>v of my Jetter? 

"P. ROl',l'RTS : No. I do not have n c:onv of th~ mini11ter' 11 letter. I 

helievP thnt is thP nrnhlem,bec:nu~e thP rennle concerned wrote to their 
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me~ber and said thnt they had no ren]v. Then they wrote to me. 

The member concerned is the p,Entl~~nn who is also the Premier of 

the Province. I will read a letter si~ned hy the secretarv of the 

citizen's co~m1ttee of T'vke's Road, r.orner Brook. It is dated December 7, 

1972. Now, that is three or four months ago,I agree. It is 

addressed to me. It says, "The Premier has only ad:nowledi;!:ed 

receipt of our retition or re~uest but has not given us any reply 

either in writing or othen?ise. T wrote to him again apnroximately 

three weeks ago but still I received no renly, I ' do not expect one. 

It appears that this is the policy of the Progressive Conservative 

Government to acknowleop,e receipt of netitions but remain silent 

thereafter. Your helo 1n solfcitinr, a reoly from our member would 

he greatly appreciated hy us. With such a reply we could take 

stens to prenare for the winter that 1 ies ahead." (That does not 

give them much time to Prepare for the winter that lies ahead unless 

they are talking of the winter of 1973-1974) 

"If the government is unable to help us then our only solution 

is to dig wells, the water in same being condemned by the Department 

of Health seven years ago. ·ro <'o so will be tald.ng , a backward step.• 

That is the problem. Obviously nothing has been done on it. 

So, it is one more problem. 

On motion 1911-03-01 carried-

"fR. ~ORF.~TS: ~r. r.hairman, 1911-03-02 is the local councils prant. 

It is un somewhat, about $600,000. Perhaps the minister can ~1ve 

us a breakdown of •o1here that 1s to r.o,please. 

~R. rm.L lNS : '-'r. rh,d. r.man, that is the revenue p,rant wh1 ch is naf <l 

to local counci.ls. Tt ls un this year because there were a numher 

of councils formed last year,for one reason. I have a 11st of those 

here somewhere,! believe. Of course the revenue ~rants were increased 

last year. That is refle~ted in the amounts here. When I say the 

revenue gr11nts, the ceilin~ on the revenue grant was raised from ~75,000 

to $100 ,0')0. · I believe thnt t ind1cnted to the honourable Leader of 
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the Onr,ositton that I '1-'0uld smmlv this information some time ago. 

I do not know tf I did it or not but I have it here now. 

The communi.t1es which benefited from that are Bay Verte, 

Botwood, Carbonear, r.hannel-Port aux Basques, Cander, Happy Valley, 

Grand Falls, Labrador City, Lewisporte, Mount Pearl, Marystmm, 

Stevenville, Spr1nr,dale, WRhush and Winsor. The number of councils 

incc,roorated lAst yec1r, which are also adr.!ed to this cost, r.amphell ton, 

Colliers, r.onceotion Harbour, Shoal Harbour, Terrenceville, Torbay, 

Joe Batt's Arm, Barren Islands, Chance Covl!'," Cottle's Island, Luk.e's 

Arm, Heart's Tleli.ght, Islington, Northern Arm, Salvage, Seldom, Little 

Seldom, Small Point, Kin~ston, Broad Cove, Black Head, Adam's Cove, 

Tilton, Aquaforte, Benton, Rencontre East, St. Bride's, Seal Cove, 

Fortune Bay, York Harbour. 

MR. ROB[RTS: There has been some flux from time to time, Mr. Chairman, 

about the town hall in BurReo. Has that been solved by now? 

'1R. rDLLINS: Hopefully that has been solved. We have arranged monies 

for them under the - I am not sure if it ts unaer capital works. 

~R ROBERTS: Could the minister be a little more exnlicit. It is 

under c;inital works,so they are now to get their town hall at lonp: 

last in Rurp:eo. r.oodl I hope that they will ask the minister to 

the or,en1ng. They had better have an opening soon. 

~r. Chairman, there was a petition from a number of peoole, 

ninety-seven in numher,living in the Indian Pond section of the Local 

Jmnrovement District of r.onception Bay South. They asked that there 

area be remove<l from the local imorovement district. They gave us 

a reason. I have a copv of a letter addressc<l to the minister on 

the date of Octoher 26. If ln fact the residents were not 

nermitted to express their opinions by votin~ when the canvas of opinions 

was heinp, taken - that was the c]aim .hich waF being nut forward hy 

them - thev should not he included against their wishes, Could the 

minister comment on this? It is hardly the most earth-shnttering. 

MR. l)A\.:'E: Mr ·. Chairm;in. vou know that this comes from my district . 
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I would certainly indeed like to comment on it since I have first 

hand information on it. There was last year what was purnorted to 

be a petition circulated amon~st the residents of Seal Cove, that 

oortion of Seal Cove along the Conception Bay Highway which is not 

exactly the community of Seal Cove but which is locally referred to 

as ·seal Cove. This petition was circulated by one ~artin. The 

petition itself was not actually properly worded nor could it ever 

be considered a petition. This gentleman has contested the fact 

that the area ib considered within the boundary of the local 

improvement district. It is his personal feeling that it should 

not ~e included in the local improvement district. This does not 

concur with the feeling of the residents in that area. 

A petition which was later circulated by a Mr. ~artin and 

Mr. Morgan which was properly dra~m up legally and which was 

prorerly presented to the residents of that area,shortly after the 

so called petition of this Mr. M~rtin, was signed by practically 

every resident included in the boundary of that portion of the 

local improvement district of Conception Bay South. The boundaries 

as they are now delineated are ahsolutely acceptahle to practically 

~11 of the peoole of that p11.rticular area. There ill no riue~tion 

whatsoever that these people want to be included into the local 

improvement district of Concept1,on flay South. It hns heen proved 

conclusively. The honourable minister has the evidence in his 

department. It is available to the opposition on request. There is 

nothing to hide. Ninetv-nine per cent of the rieople in that narticular 

area are quite in favor of being included in the local imnrovement 

district. There is no question whatsoever. They want it. There are 

only two families,maybe three,who object to it. 

Mr. ~artin,to whom I refer in the first instance,when the 

initial pet1-tfons were circulated to ha.ve this area, this particular 

nret1 included fn the lnc11l lmnrnvement dlstrfct - these fnmflles of 

11nrtln~ nc.tn,1llv dr('11l .,u•d th•• netltfon. For rea11onH of thclr own, 

rr;u1nnp. which nn• known nnlv to thrmRrlveH,nnw thry wl,;h to hr 

PYrl11dPd. /\ii fnr 11"1 I '"" r.nnc1!rned thcrr Is no <JUe,;tlnn to it. Jt 
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can be checked out. The honourable minister has the evidence in his 

department. I am sure that if it be required by the opposition, there 

is no problem to get it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman,_ I think that it would be very useful if 

the minister would send me photostatic copies of this data. 

The town council in Deer Lake has a problem. I suppose 

every town council in Newfoundland has a problem but they have a 

very large one in Deer Lake. The Town of Deer Lake is dumping 

raw sewage into neer Lake. Some time ago - it may have been 

two or three years ago, certainly of that order - the Clean Air, 

Water and Soil Authority ordered that after some day yet to come, 

1975 - 1976,the Town of Deer Lake should no longer dump raw sewage 

in the lake·. In other words, at least a primary treatment plant 

has to be provided and possibly a secondary treatment plant as well. 

The plant two or three year ago was estimated to cost about a half 

a million dollars. It would probably cost more by now. I have never 

heard of anythin~ going down. 

The town claim and I have no reason to doubt them, indeed 

I should be surprised if anythin~ else were the case, that there is no 

way in which they can afford it on their present bud~et. The 

Town of Deer Lake is in exactly the same posit1on as most other or 

every other council in Newfoundland. There is just no way even if 

they could borrow the money, a guarantee or some such thin~, that 

they could service the debt. A half million dollars in capital, Mr. 

Chairman, is fifty thousand doliars a vear to service. So, they 

are in a somewhat invidious position. Here is a lovely to,,,n. 

Two, four, six, ei~ht, ten. Peally, ~r. Chairman, we should 

have fourtren. That is what the act says. 

MR. CHAIR~AN: There is a quorum present. 

P-'n. RORERTS: That iB reassurin~. Mr·. Chairman. 1 do want to be sure 

that our business is done legally and all that. Welcome back honourable 

~entlemen who had tem~ornrily l~ft us • 

• 
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The council of Deer Lake are in a very strange and difficult 

nosition fn that one ngency of r,overnment - my Lord! two police, Sir, 

two memhers of the constabulary . 

Mi pn:mPtiAIILF. ~•F."lff:P: We arP. exnect1nr: a riot. 

MR. ROBERTS: Expecting a riot twenty-five past eight in the morning, 

after the House has met for twelve hoursf 

J\N HO~Ol!RJ\BT.F. '-'f·:MREP: The opposition has counted out numbers. 

MR. ROIIEl?'T'S: We certainly have in br-"ins and in talent and in 

everything excent mere quantity. 

AN HONOURABLE 1-'F.MBER: Do not let it go to your head though. 

MR. ROBERTS: No. I do not want a head that looks like the gentleman 

from Trinity South. Now hold on. We had a word from the gentleman 

from Burr,eo. Let us have it again. 

~. EVANS: Do not let it go to your head. It would take a long time. 

MR. CHA IR~."-N": Order ple;u;e. 

~R. RORF.RTS: I thank the Chairman for coming to my rescue a~ainst the 

onslaught whic~ I am s,mtafning from the other 6ide. 

Now, Sir, the Town of neer Lake are in a difficult position. 

One agency of the government, the Clean Air, Water and Soil Authority. 

have ordered,properly I would sup,gest,to stop dumping raw sewage into 

Deer Lake, I suppose into the Humber River and then into the Dee~ Lake 

itself . I think that we should all welcome that. TJeer Lake could 

hecome one of the scenic areas of the r,rovince. In the last two 

years thev have cleaned uo the lake front. They have made n nark 

out there. It 1s verv nice. So, that is one side, one hand of 

the government. 

On the other hanrl, thev have to r,et the money. I t.1onder 

if the minister could tell us,rlease,what he purports to do about 

it. I understand the r.AWSA deadline is only a year or two awav. 

Persumedly work -would have to go ahead this year or at the very latest 

next year. The council in Deer Lake is quite concerned about it. You 

knm-, thev have to have some ;issurance. Hhat it is going to mean is 
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that the government is going to have to give them the money one 

way or another. 

~. COT.LIN~: ~r. Chairman, we are aware of the problem in Deer Lake. 

I do not know all of the details of it and I ~m sure that the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition would not expect me to be able to anticipate 

all of the different types of questions which one can aek from all of 

the different places in Newfoundland. 

The STP deal, a sewer treatment programme,which operates 

under ~C faci~ities and financing,is not all that it should be. 

We are told here again that there is going to be some improvement 

in terms of cost sharing. We are very cognizant of the need. We 

have heen in discussions ,-,ith the Town Council of Deer Lake. 

Unfortunately,hecause there is not enough money to do all c,f the things 

at once, we have to try and get some balances in terms of providin~ 

water without sewer, some just water and sewer without treatment. 

Certainly in that particular area treatment is very important. He 

will hor,efully be negotiating this in the next DREE agreement when 

we get around to that. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I wonder would the minister inform the 

committee or maybe the exoert on the South Shore of Conception 

Bay would tell us who is responsihle for aonroving the installation 

of seotic tanks on the South Shore of Conception Bay. 

I am told, ~r. Chairman - J do not know if it is true or not -

that there is favoritism in granting permits to install sentic tanks. 

For instance,a gentleman called me the other day and told me that a 

hlock of lancl had heen frozen - I ,-,111 not mention the community - for 

several yr.ars nast. The owner wanted te> nut up two or three houses 

down there. Be could not ~et premission to install a spetic tank. 

He nut a little pressure on either the ~inister of Municipal Affairs 

or the Minister of Health and got anproyal to put in the septic tank 

and the houses are no~ heing ~uilt. Other people in the area cannot 

P,et anproval to install a sP.ntic· t11nk. Would the mlniRter outline the 
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procedure that one has to go throurh dm,m on the South Shore of 

Concention Rav. Do thP.v have t~ make an application to the. 

Deoartment of Health? Are inspections carried out? 
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Is there in fact_ any favouritism or is this just a figment of 

somebody's imagination? 

PK - 1 

As far as the honourable member is concerned, the junior member 

for Harhour Main, Sir, I was on an ''Open Line Programme" -

AN HON. M~fBF.R: The senior member, believe it or not. 

MR. ~EARY: The senior member. I was on "Phone Forum" recently and 

one of his constituents called me and asked me about one of the 

petitions that he spoke about. I said, ''Well why do you not take 

it up with your memberl "Because far be it from me, Sir, to 

get involved in another member's district. I do not cut across 

electoral boundaries, Sir, I have enough problems to look after my· 

own. So I said;' why do you not get in touch with your member? 

I have tried," he said," one hundred times and I cannot get through 

to him. Cannot get through to him. Cannot reach the member. He 

will not talk to me." That is what he told me. He told me on the 

phone and the whole of Newfoundland heard it,if they were listening 

t0- "PhODa-. Forum" that· mornin~. 

AN HON. MF:MBF.R : Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: It is all right for the member to get up and tell us 

that everything is well done. Maybe it is and I hope it is because 

they need that town council up the shore there. But at least the 

minority ~roups should have their rights too, they should be heard. 

The member should at least listen to them,. Whether he agrees with 

them or not, he should allow them to go through the democratic process. 

Sut I am not particularly interested in that, that is just an 

incidental comment, ~ir, what I am interested in is the procedure 

regarding the installation of septic tanks on the south shore of 

Conception Bay. 

How long more does the minister expect this to continue? Because 

the whole area is contaminated, polluted. 

MR. <:OT.LINS: It did not happen last nirht either. 

AN HON. MF.MRF.R· Five years a~o • '. were talkinr: about that. 

MR. NFARY: Is the survey to put in a water and sewt'rap;e system on 

the south shore of Conception Bay, is that completed yet? And if it 

l875 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1211 (night) PK - 2 

is ,when will the government take steps to implement the p"lan? 

MR. COLLINS: Of course a lot of the questions which the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition is asking, Mr. Chairman, should properly 

he directed to the Local Improvement District of Conception Bay 

South. They are an incorporated body. To deal with the first part 

of the question, if someone want to put in a septic tank, he makes 

application to the town council or in this case the local Improvement 

District. They in turn are required to contact the Department of 

Health or the individual can do that. But certainly the Department 

of Health must first inspect the area, select the site. They need 

a blueprint then of how the septic tank is suppose to be installed 

in the ground. The Department of Health are the people who do it. 

I do not rec~ll ever hearing from anyone concerning the installation 

of a tank or anything else there. The honourable member has some 

infonnation which would indicate,without any pressure to bear.I 

would be ~lad to see it. 

MR. NF..ARY: The Department of Health's arm was twisted I think. 

MR. COLLINS: I would doubt that because the Health Inspection 

Division people I think are quite capable themselves. 

MR. ·DAWF.: To me there appears to be an underlying insidious accusation 

in what the honourable member has said. 

MR. NF.ARY· Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. Mr. Chairman, that 

is not true and I ask the honourable minister to retract what he 

said. There is nothin~ insidious in what I said. I genuinely had 

a phone -

1-'R. DAWE: 

"H'R. NEARY: 

MR. t,fURl'FfY: 

MR. DAWF: -----

There is so, Sir. 

No, Sir. I genuinely -

Inaudible. 

If that is not insidious -

MR. NF.ARY: No, ~r. Chairman, what I said -

AN HON. MF.MBFR: Sure it is. 
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MR. NF.ARY: Hr. Chairman, on a point of order. I said that I was 

told that Sir, by a (ew people on the south shore of Conccrtion 

Ray and I did not know whether it was true or not, I asked the 

minister to clarify it, ~ow. Sir, that is not insidious and 1 ask 

that minister, that yogi bear,ta retract that statement. 

M~. CHAIR"fA.'ll: The expression ' 'yogi bear" I appreciate that the honourable 

member wants to speak to a point of order by all means, but the 

expression "yogi bear" as applied to another honourable member of 

this House is certainly in poor taste and not at all parliamentary. 

MR. NEARY: What about the point of order, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIR'MAN: If I :mav ,, the honourable minister has gotten up to 

say something but the honourable member did not allow him to finish 

so we do not know what he was going to say. 

MR. NEARY: It was a personal attack on me, Sir, and I ask the 

honourable minister to withdraw it. 

MR. CHAIID-fAN: The honourable member did not get to the point of 

really expressing -

}-IR. NEARY: Well all right let him restate what he said, Mr. Chairman. 

¥R. DAWE: Mr. Chairman, I said that there was an underlying insidious 

insinuation in what the honourable the member for Bell Island said. 

t-'.R. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order. 

MR. DAWE: Inaudible. 

MR. NFARY: Mt. Chairman, there was. no underlying insidious accusation 

and I ask the member to withdraw that, Sir, that is not true. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: With respect to the point of order, Sir, the minister 

has not yet had an opportunity to say what he was going to say. That 

is, if we hea·rd what he was goini? to say -

MR. NF.ARY: But he said enough to be unparliamentary, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No. 

MR. DAWF. : No. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I rule that is not so. Would the minister continue to 

say what hP has to 11ay. 

MR. n/\WF: ~r. Chnirm:m, then• :IA nn undcrlyinK in111d1ou11 accu11atioi. 

Sir, ar~1nRt me. It nppPnrR thnt h~ iR accuAin~ me of fnvouritisM 
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that certain people can get permits to install septic tanks and 

certain other people cannot ~et permits to install septic tanks, 

Sir, and to me that is indeed insidious. He also accused me of 

not communicatin~ with certain people within the district which 

is crazy. It is not true. My phone never stops ringing and people 

have often come to my door and knocked on my door and are welcome at 

any tim~. I have lived in the district all mv Jife and this is 

somethin~ which I have lived with for aa long aa I can remember, 

Sir, because my father was the type of person -

MR. NFARY: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, please. Before 

the honourable member gets us in tears, Mr. Chatman, the honourable 

member said that I accused him of ehowin~ favouritism in the issuing 

of permits to install septic tanks in his district. 31r,that is not true 

not true. That is a downright lie, Sir, and I ask the member to 

retract it. 

AN HON. HF.~FR~ Inaudible. 

MR. NF.AFY: Ah,keep qµiet! Keep quiet,you clown! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. 

'MR • F • W. ROWF: : Mr. Chairman. speaking to the point of order, 

I was listening very carefully to what my honourable colleague said. 

He had simply pointed out that he was saying what he had been told 

and I cannot remember my honourable collea1ue mentioning the minister 

at all in this matter. as a matter of fact, a few weeks ago, Mr. 

Chairman I presented a petition to the House in which the same kind 

of complaints were made and nobody ~ook that up as an insidious 

insinuation. 

MR. ~rF.ARY· Mr. Chairman, I would like you to rule on the point of 

order. 

MR. CFAIRMAN: The Chair rules that this is a set of disputed 

facts in which the honourable the ~ember for Bell Island has one 

view and the minister has another view. If in cases of disputed 

facts(these are not properly points of order) if the member disagrees 

with the fact he is at perfect liberty to st~te his view on the facts 

at another time. nut the fact that the minister ha~ a diffprent view 

4.878 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1211 (night) PK - 5 

of facts then the honourable member does not prohibit the minister 

from saying it~ it does not prohibit the honourable member from 

sayin~ that he disag.rees. 

!-!R. NEARY· Mr. Chairman, with all respect. T think Your Honour 

has missed the point. The senior member for Harbour Main stated, 

Sir, a few moments ago,that I accused him of favouritism in the issuing 

of pennits to install septic tanks in the District of Harbour Main. 

I say, Sir. that I did not say that. I did not refer to the member 

or the minister. 'Ihat is untrue and the member should withdraw that 

statement, Sir. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable minister is satisfied that the 

honourabl~ member had no such intent,perhaps he should say so. The 

honourable member has withdrawn and assured the House that he had 

no such intent, Do I hear the honourable member correctly, 

honourable member for Rell Island,that there was no such intent? 

Would the minister be prepared to accept his retraction? 

MR. NEARY: What retraction? No, Mr. Chairman, that is the member 

who has to retract. 

MR. CHAIR~N: Order, please! I understand the honourable the 

member for Bell Island to have said that he intended no such slur 

on the minister,in so many words. 

MR. NEARY'. Mr. Chairman, not only did I not intend it, Sir, it 

was not even in my mind. I did not say it. I did not infer it 

and that minister who just attacked me personally in this House, Sir, 

should withdraw his statement. 

Mr. Chairman, let me repeat what the minister said. I know 

everybody is drowsy this ho~r of the morning but for God sake let 

us look at the rules of the House! The member said that I had 

inferred, Sir, that he as member for the District of Harbour Main had 

shown favouritism And I did not refer to the mrmber for 

Hnrhour f-lain. Sir, I did not refer to the miniRter. I aa\.:ed a 

question of the Miniater of Municipal Affairs, if that inferred 

he had shown favouritis~in the 'ssuin~ of permits in the District 
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of Harbour Main, Sir.but I did not make any such accusations, any 

such inference, any such charp,e, it never entered my mind, ~ir, 

AM HON. MEMBF.R · Mr. r.hairman, 

'MR. NEARY: I am on a point of order here now. 

AN HON. MF?-fBF.R'. You are? 

MR. NEARY: I am. 

We 11 you would never know it • AN ~HON. MEMBER· 

MR. CHAIRNAN: If the honourable member would permit. If no attack, 

no slur nor anything were intended with respect to the -

~. !'TEARY: The attack was on me, Your Honour. 

MR. CHAIR"IAN: Just one moment please. If no attack were intended 

on the honourable minister and the member says that,! am sure the 

House is prepared to accept this statement -

MR. NEARY: No , Mr. Chainnan, the ;attack is on me not that member. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Chair rules that there was no attack on the 

honourable member for Bell Island. The minister expressed his 

view of what ~as said. Now surely we can continue with t~e work of 

the committee and dispense with further discussion on this. 

Shall Heading 03-02 carry? 

MR. NF.ARY: There is no apology, Mr. ChaiTIDan, what I said I 

stand by .it. Mr. Chairman, I am going to repeat what I said. 

AN HON. MF.MBER· Why do you not repeat it? 

MR. NEARY'. I will repeat it. Mr. Chairman, I want to put the 

question to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housin~. 

MR. CHAIRMAN· If the member asks a question to the honourable 

Minister of Municipal Affairs whose estimates are beinp; discussed -

MR. NEARY· Ah take it easy, Mr. Chairman~ Take it easy, do not 

be so jumpy! Take it easy. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just one moment please. 

May I remind the mPmber that there is a certain way to 

address the ChRir and a certain way to conduct business. 

~. NEARY: In.nudible. --- ----
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~ . CHAIF}f.AN: The Chair is observing every -

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

PK - 7 

MR, CHAIR~.A.l'J: Order please! The Chair is extending every courtesy 

to the honourable member. I would ask that the same be extended in 

return. 

HR. NF.ARY• Mr. Chairman. I will giv~ the Chair the courtesy that 

it deserves. 

MR. CHAIR~: The courtesy that the Chair is due. 

MR. NEARY: The courtesy that .the Chair deserves then is due. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am going to go -

MR. CHAIRJ-1'.AN · Without being unneceasarily offensive. 

MR. NEARY: No, I am not being unnecessartly offensive, Sir. We 

have had enough of one-sided ~ebate in this House. 

MR. CRAIRMAN: 

please ask it? 

If the honourable member has a question,would he 

MR. NEARY: Mr, Chairman, I will cross-examine the minister on the 

estimates at my own leisure. I do not have to be pushed, bullied 

by anybody in this honourable House. I am going to put the question 

to the Minister of Municipal Affairs again that I put to him before. 

I hope that members are awake long enough this time to hear what I 

say. 

It was reported to me, Sir, by a couple of people on the south 

shore of Conception Bay that there was favouritism involved in the 

issuing of permits to install septic tanks on the south shore of 

Conception :F\a.y. I do not know whether that is true or not, Mr. 

Chairman. I do not :.now 'W'hether it is true or not and t could not 

care less. If it were true I would care but I do not know whether it 

is true. So I am puttinP. the question to the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing, to tell me what the procedure is for people 

who want to install septic tanks on buildin~ lots on the south shore 

of Conception fay? no they have to apply to th<> J.oc11l ImprovemPnt 
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Cota1cil? Do they have _to apply to the minister's depat't!nent? Do 

they have to apply to the Department of Health? And if so, what 

procedure do they have to go through? If they have to apply to 

' the Local Improvement r.ouncil,is -that then passed over to the 

Department of Health, and they have the final decision? Who makes 

the final· decision? Is it the Local Improvement Council? Is it 

the minister's department? Or is it the Department of Health? 

Now, Sir, I thinl the collll!littee has a rip,ht to have that 

information. That is all I ask the minister. The member for 

Harbour Main got up and personally attack me. Sir, if the member 

for Harbour Main want the truth of it,I will give it to him but 

he will not like it I can tell Your Honour that. I will give it 

to him about the septic tanks. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I already answered the question. If 

in the area of Conception Bay South and a person is living within 

the incorporated area and he wants to install a septic tank on his 

property,he makes application to the Local Improvement District, the 

Local Improvement Council or he can go to the Department of Health. 

The Department of Health has the responsibility of selecting the 

area on the plot where a septic tank should go. In the event, if 

the Department of Health should in their wisdom think that there 

might be some possibility of polluting other pieces of land, . brooks 

or streams or whatever,then we should call in the CAUSA people to 

have them look at it as well. 

~. NF.ARY: Now, ~r. Chairman, I also asked the minister another 

question in · conjunction with that. I asked the minister if he could 

tell us how lon~ more this arrangement will continue? When will 

water and sewerage be implemented on the south shore of Conception Bay? 

Does the minister have any idea? Is the survey yet completed? If so, 

when will construction start? 

MR. COLLINS: No, Mr. Chairman, the survey is not completed, in fact 

the survey is not started. We just received the St. John's Urban 

Renewal Study. ThE' rrohlE'ffl in Conception Bay, .and it is a very real 
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probl~m as all honourable members opposite must realize, a veey 

costly one to cope with, it is being considered artd please 

goodness something can be done in due course! 

Ml.. WOOD'l.'ARD: ~!r. Chairman, would the honourable minister inform 

the House if he refused any applications for the formation of 

local councils? 'low many applications do his department have now 

for areas to be incorpora_ted as local improvement districts or 

given local community council status such as local improvement 

district or com,.mnity councils? How many applications are before 

the department now? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, that is another question which I di_d 

not anticipate. There are a number possibly in the order of twenty 

or twenty-five places which have applied. Some of them have not 

met the various criteria, whether it is for community cotmcil, local 

improvement district .or what,because the criterion differs -

AN HON . MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. COLLINS: I can get the information for the honourable member 

but I have not got it with me. 

AN HON. Mf'.\!BF.R: Would the clerk cotmt the membe~~. Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAI~AN: There is a quorum in the House. The minister may 

proceed. 

MR. COLLINS: I arn finished, Mr. Chairman. 

MR.CHAI'Rr-!AN· Shall 03-02 carry? 

~. WOODWARD· No before you carry it, Mr, Chainnan, there are a 

number of communities especially in my own district that have made 

representation to the Department of Municipal Affairs £nd Housing -

MR. NEARY: Could we have another quorum call, Mr. Chairman? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NF.ARY: We want fourteen on that side. 

MR. f.llATRMAN: Order, plenRe! The honourable the m~her for Labrador 

North has thP floor. 

MR. wnomtART': There hns been an application hPfore the department 

from the community of Postville for some six or ei~ht months now 

and the people are waitin~ to see whether they will ~et the 

lS83 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1211 (ni~ht) PK - 10 

formation of a local council. I have talked to the minister and 

his officials about the formation of a council in the Community of 

~uddy Lake, Maybe theniinister can inform the Committee what action 

is going to be taken in this respect. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, as I have just said,I really cannot recall 

those particular -ones because with so many of them coming in, but I 

will certainly undertake to get the infonnation for the honourable 

member. I will make a note of it. 

On motion 03-02 carried. 

On motion 03-03 carried~ 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall 03-04 carry? 

MR. NEARY: 'Mr. Chairman, would the minister give us the names of 

the members of the Metropolit~n Area Board and if they are receivin~ 

a salary and ·how much salary they are receiving? Or if they are just 

getting paid by the meeting? How much a meeting? How muah the Chairman 

gets? How much each member of the Metropolitm Board receives for 

each meeting? I believe the Chairman is paid, Mr.Chairman, I would 

Iike for the minister -

MR. COLLINS: Mr, Chairman, I believe I tabled that a couple of 

days ago. but I have it here again. The Chairman of the Board is 

'Mr. John R. O'Dea; the members are 'Mrs. Joan Roberts; G.C. Carnell, 

here by statute,of the St Jorn's City Council and J.M. Fagan; 

also Mayor Ashford of the Town of ~ount Pearl, Mr. Ron Casey, Mr. 

William Dalton, Mr. Thomas Green. The Chairman is receiving $10,000 

per year and the members are receiving $35.00 per meeting. 

MR. RO'RERTS: Mr. Chairman, Mrs~ Joan Roberts. is that Jim's wife, 

Mr. J.B. Roberts? 

MR. COLLINS: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I really do not know. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, is Mr. Gordon Power on this board? 

MR. COLLINS: Mo. 

MR. NF.ARY: No. Is Mr. Power still ciowri in the minister's office? 

!-fR, COLUN~: In what minister's office? 
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MR. NF.ARY: He used to he down-on the same floor right next door 

to where the minister had his office? 

MR. COLLINS· Is the honourable member referring to the former, I 

do not know, maybe it is present assistant deputy minister of -

Mt. Power who was the deputy minister. 

MR. NF.ARY· Of Supply and Services. 

MR. COLLINS: He does not work for me, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. NFARY: 

recently? 

He has not been appointed to the Metropolitan Board 

That is interesting. What about Mr. Duncan Sharpe who 

took his place on the board? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NFARY: No, that is right, he was on the St. John's Council . 

MR. CHAIRMA.'f~ Shall 03-04 carry? 

On motion 03-04 carried. 

On motion 03-05 through 03-0f carried. 

MR. NEARY: Item 03-08, is not carried, Mr. Chainaan, we want to 

get some details on this from the minister. It is a paving grant 

$775,000. 

MR. COLLINS: That is the paving programme which we have of 

fifty/fifty cost sharing arrangement with the municipalities. Last 

year the following municipalities took advantage of that proRramme, 

Burin, Comer Brook, Fortune, Grand Bank and Maeystown. 

MR. NF.ARY: Do I understand then the minister correctly, that this is 

to pay for work that has already been done or is it work to be done 

in the cominp. year? 

MR. COLLINS: This will be work for this year, I mentioned the places 

that took advanta~e of it last year. 

MR. NEARY: Well will the minister tell us then what c011D11unitiea will 

receive paving ~rants this year? 

MR. COLLINS· No, Mr. Chairman, I cannot say that because we are 

rece1v1np, nppl1cnt1on nnd we will prohnbly he r~ceivinP. th('II all 

<lur In~ tht" ,mmmt• r nncl \Jtd c-h nnr11· WC' wf 11 ho i,h I,. to ht1 lp T rl"a l ly 
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cannot. say. I can probably get the information at a later date. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not available in the department at the present 
--~ 

time. 

MR. NF.ARY: Well how did the minister arrive at a figure of S775.000? 

Why was it not $1 million or $10 million? Why $775,00~? 

MR. COLLINS: We would like to make it $775 million but we know we 

cannot afford that and this is a programme whtch we feel will be 

much appreciated by the mtmicipalities. 

MR. NF.ARY: WeH I know it will and I am all for it. I am glad to 

see a programme that was started by the fomer Liberal Administration 

being continued. 

MR. COLLINS: And cancelled out and we -

MR. NF.ARY: -And cancelled out by our successors and now it is 

reinstated again. 

MR. COLLINS~ No, M~. Chairman, the past administration,give them 

all the credit in the world,intr~duced the programme in 1966 and 

withdrew it in 1968 and we reintroduced it last year. 

MR. NEARY· Now, Mr. Chairman, 

AN HON. MIDfBER· Inaudible. 

MR. NF.ARY: A good Liberal concept, Sir. Seven hundred and seventy-

five thousand dollars. The minister's official must have arrived 

at that figure tn some way or another. He just did not pulck it out 

of the air. They must: have had some conmumities in mind. Does 

the minister not have a list of the communities in front of him 

that are going to get these paving grants this year? Can the 

minister get a list? 

t-lR. COLLINS: 

yet. 

MR. NF.ARY· 

MR. COLLINS : 

~R. NFA'1Y· 

No, ~r. ·Chairman, we do not have it in the department 

Can the minister get a list? 

I will get it when it becomes available, 

Well when will it become available? The minister's 

dPfH1rtmrnt has not made the selections yet? 

MF • __ CO_I:I:.T!~c;_-_ Mr. C:h.,i rmnn, this work h done by municipalities 
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we do not kriow what muni~ipalities might apply. There might have 

been one or two in already but certainly there will be others to 

come. It will be done on the basis of priorities. Maµy municipalities 

would like to take advantap,e of it but cannot because they cannot 

afford their fifty per cent. We really do not know and the department 

does not know at this time. 

MR. NEARY: I know 1 am naive and gullible, Mr. Chairman, but I 

am not that gullible. Sir, 1 would submit that the minister could 

if he wanted too could provide us with a list because there are 

a n\Dllber of applications on file right now and have been for years. 

HR. COLLINS: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: F.very town council in Newfoundland, Sir, has made an 

application for a pavin~ grant on the fifty/fifty provincial cost 

sharin~ prograrnt1e. I will bet you that the minister has applications 

stacked that high down in his office. 

MR. COLL INS : There a re a good many down there. 

MR. NEARY: There are a good many down there, of course there are, 

Sir. But the minister does not see fit for some reason or other to 

give us the list of the c0111111unities that are going to receive grants 

this year. So I cannot force him to give me the information, Sir, I 

cannot beat it out of him, I can only plead with him to give them 

to me. 

MR. COLLINS: We do some paving in the honourable member's district 

but let him make the announcement. 

MR. NF.ARY : ----- Hear, hear, fine,that is a good idea, Sir. but I do not 

think they have an application in. Is the minister receiving 

applications now from municipalities for these paving grants? 

'MR. COLLINS: I get a fair amount of mail. 

M'R. NEARY: Well, the minister -

MR. COY.LINS· 

MR. Nf'ARY: -----

He does not answer it either. 

Oh,never you mindl 

Ts the deadline closed? !lave the st>lections hef'n made? 

Is there any point in the municipalities -
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MR. COLLINS: No, Mr. ChaiTI!lan, there have been no selections made 

yet. 

MR. NF.ARY: No selections, so it is wide open, Mr. Chairman. so 

any community council, any town council, any local improvement 

district in the province still has a chance to get under the 

deadline. There is still a possibility of sharing in this fifty/ 

fifty cost sharing programme for paving in municipalities. Good\ 

Glad to hear it, Sir! 

On motion 03-08 carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall 03-09 carry? 

MR.. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, this is water and sewerage, $3,400,000. 

Could the minister give us some indication of where water and 

sewerage projects will be carried out this coming year? Surely 

he must have a list of that, $3,400,000. 

MR. COLLINS: No, Mr. Chairman , we do not have a list of that 

either. This particular vote of course reflects our subsidies 

on water and sewerage · systen,s. I have a number of places where 

water and sewerage systems became operational last year,in 1972, 

if the honourable member would like to hear them. 

MR. NF.ARY: No, I am not interested in what became operational, If, 

Bir, the minister could table that information,! should be glad to 

have it for my records. Rut what I want to know, Sir is what work 

is going to be done this year in providing water and sewerage 

facilities for our people? What communities are on the minister's 

little list he has downstairs somewhere, a list of priorities by 

district? No doubt they are done by districts, Sir. The minister 

does not have the list. Well can he r,et the list? No answer. 

Well let me try this out on the minister then, Mr. Chairman, 

MR. COLLINS: Does the honourable member want an answer? 

MR. NF~P.Y: Yee, I want an an5'o1er. 

~IR. C.OT ,T,T~,~: Any wntrr 11n<1 B<-'WC'r.ar.e syst<.'mt'I which are provided 

or nrP to hi" provlclr<l nrr provfrl<'<l hy th<' mun1dpnl.1.t1<'"- Thr 

mon('Y t11 not r,.tli-c:t.-d ht'Tf' nt nll, ft Jtt un(!rr cnpitnl worl-11 1 Pe::illy 
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we do not know precisely what we will have for capital works for 

this year's operation as yet but please goodness it will be as 

good as last year,it mi~ht be a little bit better. 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Cl-airman, can you . understand the minister coming 

into this House and asking for $3,400,000 -

1-'F. r.OLLIJ\TS'. That is for last year's and the previous year's 

subsidies. 

MR. NF.ARY: And not knowing, Mr. Chairman. where the work 'is 

going to be done. It does not make sense to me. S1r. Maybe I am 

naive. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman. this is not for work to be done this 

year but is for subsidies on previous programmes. 

No. Sir. I submit that quite a bit of this is for 

new work, new construction. quite a bit of it. 

MR. COLLINS: The honourable the Leader of the Opposition knows. 

MR. NEARY: My honourable fr'iend the Minister of Rural Development 

will be inte~~sted in this vote I am sure. 

Sir. if I cannot get the information maybe I can go through 

a little list that I have here where communities have written to 

me to ask if we would try to iet information out of the minister 

concerning there communities. One, Sir, is from the COllllDunity of 

Old Perlican. I understand, Mr. Chairman, that there is not one 

water and sewerage system in the District of Bay de Verde and 

that Old Perlican is the only municipality in that district 

and the pe~ple over there, Sir, would like to know from the Minister . 

of Municipal Affairs if there community is going to get a water 

and sewerage system this year. Is their community on the list? 

Will they be lucky enough to get water and seweraFe this year? 

God only knows they have been waiting for it all lonr enough~ 

t-'R • COU INS · 

~IR. NF.ARY· 

How many years? 

The honourable member down there will airee with 

me. And they want to know. Could the minister give me a simple 

yes or no answer? 
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MR. COLLINS· I really do not'know. Mr. Chairma~, the people 

could possihly find out from the town council what there chances 

are. 

MR. NEAPY· Mr. Chairman. if they could find out from their 

town counc.il they would not hnve asked me to put the questton to 

the minister. 

MR. COLLINS: Well if some of the constituents in Old Perlican 

wanted information they can go to the town counciU. 

MR, NEARY: Well, Sir, I submit right here and now to the honourable 

minister that the town council do not know and that they are 

frustrated, they are waiting to hear from the minister. The minister 

has the information locked up do~m in his office. He will not give 

it to anyhody. He will not give it to this committee. We are 

putting through $3 400,000 and we cannot find out if there is going 

to be a water and sewerage system installed in Old Perlican this 

year. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, we are not asking this committee to 

approve or disapprove any money for water and sewerage programmes 

this year. The fip,ure we are looking at in the estimates here 

reflects our water system subsidy which now pays for projects which 

were done last year and the year before and years ago. Any monies 

which are going to be spent this year will be on capital account 

and will be made available in the form of guaranteed loans. It 

does not appear in our estimates,unlike other departments. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, I am not going to get the answer 

for the people in O~d Perlican so I will try to get some information 

for the poor old constituents out there in the District of St. 

George's. The town applied, Sir, a year or two ago,for a DREE gwant 

but to no avail. A design for a water and sewerage system fot the 

Town of St. George's was completed by Gorman Butler Associates years 

ago, put on the shelf, Sir, and nothing done about it. I would like 

to ask the minister now on behalf of the residents in the Town of 

St, George's out there in the beautiful scenic District of St. 
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George's if the minister is going to approve a w~ter and sewerage 

system for that town this year? Let him get his drag, Mr. Chairman. 

get his draiz. 

MR, COLLINS · Mr. Chairman, the Town of St. George's is one of or 

the larges·t single town in the province without water and sewerage. 

I do not know when they made the first application, several years 

ago I would suspect, We did include it in our list of projects 

when negotiation on the revision to the second DREE agreement, 

It was not approved by the federal authorities. I do not want to 

criticize the federal authorities too much but they did not see 

fit to approve it, We are considering other ways and means of 

trying to do something for them. 

MR. NEARY: Well I did get a little bit of encouragement for my 

honourable friend's constituents who areout there in the District 

of St. George's. I hope the minister follows through on that. 

Now, Sir, I would like to go to bat for the poor, old, neglected 

constituents of my honourable friend, the member for Burgeo, the 

people of Burgeo. Sir, the people down in Burgeo, the town council, 

need an estimated $100,000 to provide water and sewerage facilities 

in the new subdivision. 
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What is the minis_ter goinr- to do about this? Sure the honourable 

member for Burgeo has heen knocking on his door day and night, 

houndin~ the minister, trying to get a hundred thousand dollars 

to extend 1,,ater and sewerage facilities in the Town of Burgeo. 

Well, the honourable member never even heard of it. He has 

only been in Burgeo I think once since he got elected in varch 

of last year, mayhe twice. No wonder he has not even heard of it. 

Well, I heard of it. The honourable member's constituents could 

not get in touch with him so they got in touch with me. So I 

would like to ask the minister what is going to be done about this 

reouest, this very reasonable and sensible request from the Town of 

Rurgeo. 

~. COLLINS: ~r. Chairman, if any suoports of the honourable member's 

narty left to cross Newfoundland, I can see them coming back with maybe 

four or five hundred nlace names and asking what we are going to do about 

their needs for this year. We will have a certain amount of money to 

make availa~le to town councils in the form of guaranteed loans for 

water and sewer projects and other types of projects. We have not 

yet decided which places will be done this year. Certainly we must 

all agree that they all cannot be done this year nor indeed next 

year. As soon as we have decided what systems are to go ahead,we 

will certainly announce it. I am not in a position to do it now. 

MP. NEARY: I am sure, ~r. Chairman, the honourable member for 

Burgeo cannot wait for this House to close to get down to Burgeo 

to tell the peonle down there, "LoE>k, the minister is in a state 

of indecision, he ,ould not give us an answerJ ' hecause that is 

what he just did , Sir. 

MR. EVANS: It seems that the memher from Bell Island has gotten into 

my district where he has no business,as usual. I was down in the 

district just after New Year's. 

MP, ROBERTS: Happv Ne,., Year. 

!"'R. EVANS: Thr. same to you. The m;iyor in one of the towns in my 

constituency .,~keel me if I knew ~r. Neary, the member from Bell 
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Island. I said, "Of course, we all know him." 

"Well," he s~:!-g• "we have a letter from him offering his help 

in anything that we needed here in - II 

}fR. NEARY: Is this a point of order, Mr. Chainnan? 

~- EVANS: Just a minute. I said, "What did you tell him?". 

He satd, "We told him that we have the best representation 

we have ever had in our life, especially from the Liberal r.ovemment." 

MR. ~EARY: Well, Sir, now that the honourahle member brought it up: 

To that point of order, what this gentleman did tell me was that 

the member for Burgeo abused the welfare officer and the fishery 

officers in Burgeo. That is what I was told by that honourable 

gentleman;that the welfare officer in Burgeo was severely reprimanded 

by his minister because of false information from -

~- EVANS: A '!)Oint of privilege, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIR'l-1.A..'I: Order .please. If the honourable member will permit. 

Both honourable members are digressing into matters which are 

certainly irrelevant to water and sewerage. However, honourahle 

members are asked to p,et on with the job, water and sewerage, 1911-

03-09. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Your Honour is right as uRual. 

I am very grateful for your ruling, Sir. 

Now, I would like to move on to that great district of 

Humber East I think it is. Unfortunately the member for ~umber 

East is not in his seat tonight. What about water and sewerage 

for the Town of Pasadena ~r not water and sewerage but what about 

sewerage?. Anything in the estimates this year? Is tr~re a 

start going to be made on providin~ a sewerage system for the Town of 

Pasadena this year? Nothing for Pasadena this year. Okay. 

I hope the memher when he goes back will he ahle to tell ht~ 

constituents: "'lotliln<' this vc,,r!" 

T nm sure that mv honournhle friend, the member for Labrador 

~outh,will be interested to knm,•, Sir, that some of hts poor,old 
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constituen.ts down in ~,e,;t St. ~-forleste who are interested in water and 

sewerar,e. This co=unity has a request before the department, 

hefnre thl:! minister. T would like to know if the nrayer of their 

p!!t1. tion, 51 r, is r,oing to he ;mswered this year? Will a start 

be made on water and sewerage in West St. Modeste,in Southern 

Labrador,this year? 

MP. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I will give him the answer to that. 

None of the monies which might be spent this year on water 

and sewerage orogrammes is reflected in our estimat~s. It is done 

by the way of a quaranteed loan. As soon as we have decided what 

monies we will have to spend and we have decided on what the capital 

works project will he, we will have an announcement in the House. 

MR, NEARY: Mr. Chairman, whether it is shown here or not, Sir, the 

minister should know hv no~•. Here •it is the thirteenth, 'F'ric1av, 

April 13. No wonder they are so .1umpy on the other i:;ide. No wonder 

there is a dark cloud over them, Sir. "Black Friday." 

The minister should know by now ,.,hat Wflter and c;ewerar.;e projects 

are going to he done this year and where they are going to be done 

and how much they are going to cost. I submit, Sir, that his 

officialsdownstairs on the main floor have that information. I do 

not know why the minister will not give it to the committee. So, 

nothing for West St. Modeste this year. My honourable friend will 

he able to go back after the House closes and report to ~r. voores 

and all of my good friends in WPst St. ~ocleste, ''No water and 

sewera11:e this year." 

Now I come to a heaut here, Sir. This is a beautv and this 

one is rather urgent. It concerns a water and sewerage system for the 

Town of Dover in Bonavista Ray. I am tolrl, vr, Chairman, that sixty 

ner cent of the town's water, drinking •i,,:iter ,is unsatis factorv 

accordinJZ to the nen:trtl"lent of Health. Now, surely t:he minister must 

know this. Tf hf' dnr!'I not, he Ahould. If hP. cloes not know it, I am 

tel 1 lni, him now. S1.xtv JlOT cent of thf! dr1.nldnfl: water ln the Town of 
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Dover is U!l fit for human consumfltion. Now, surel v this has heen 

hrou~ht to the minister's attention~ He should be ahle to 

tell the col'TIT11ttee ff there is going to be a water and sewerage 

system started this year in the Town of Dover in ~onavista Bay. 

MR. COLLINS: ~r. Chairman, I cannot say at this moment. 

IR-4 

!-(R. NEARY: He cannot give us the information. We are not gettinr 

much out of the honourable minister, Sir. 

Let us ~o down to that great historic district of Placentia 

East. We heard the member for Placentia East in this honourable 

House a few weeks ago, Sir, tell us about how all of the water in 

the district of Placentia, Jerseyside, Southeast was polluted. The 

member was in dendlv fear thnt there was going to he an outbreak 

down there, Sir. I think he was right. I know the area fairly 

well. Now, his poor old constituents in Southeast, Placentia,want 

to know what is going to be done about water and sewerage for that 

~art of Placentia. It is on the outskirts of the Town of Placentia. 

Will a start be made there this year to install water and sewerage? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, the question should be referred to 

the Placentia Town Council. 

!-ffi. NEARY: ~r. Chairman, they cannot get the information from the 

town council because the town council does not have the information. 

They are waiting to hear from the minister. 

All right, Sir, let us move out in Central Newfoundland 

again. 

AN HONOtRARLE J'KEMRF.R: Obstruction. 

~. NEARY: This is not obstruction. These are reouests that I have 

to get information on. They ar.e in writing. You would be surprised 

who writes the honourable member and the phone calls that we ~et, 

Sir. The r,overnment closed the door. They are operatfn~ a closed

door policy. These town councils, school boards, individuals have 

to come to the opnosition. We will put the pressure on. no not worry, 

.. e will kee!) tae presrure on until some of these projects are 
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Rtarted. 

Now, Sir, out in the connnunity of Point Leamington, a beautiful 

little communitv, Sir, I had the pleasure of being there a year ar,o 

for their Point Lenminr,ton Day. It iR a beautiful, thriv:f.n~ little 

connnunity, Sir. They asked me if I would put the question to the 

honourable minister of when their water and sewerage project would 

get under way, Can the minister give us any infonnation on that? 

MR. COLLINS: No. 

MR. NEARY: No, No information. Well now, Sir, I will get back to 

my own little area of Conception Bay. I am going to move in to that 

great district of Harhour Grace. Despite all the efforts that have 

been made, Sir, to install water and sewerage in the Town of Harbour 

Grace, there are still areas of that town, Sir, that are not serviced 

with water. It would not cost very much I am told to expand the 

water and sewerage system in the Town of Harbour Grace. No 

representation has been made yet,to my knowledge,by the member. ~aybe 

there was, I do not know. If the member has made representation to 

the minister, Sir, I am right behind him because his constituents 

over in Harbour Grace are very concerned about this. 

MR. YOPNG: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: I do not know about that, Sir. I cannot say that. I was 

not told that. 

MR. YOUNG: Island Cove. 

MR. NEARY: Oh yes, Island Cove. That is right. I was told they 

cannot see him in Island Cove hut ·I was not told that they could 

not see him in HartQur Crace. ~a, Sir, I would like for the 

minister to tell us if there is anything in this vote or in any 

other vote forthcomin~ to extend water lines in the Town of Harbour 

Grace? 

HR. COLLINS: All tho!'le olaces are under consideration, f-'r. Chairmim. 

MR. YOUNr.: Hr. r:hairman, I think that he is just prol.on~fn~ debate. 

Do,;.'ll in the Depnrtment nf Hunicipal Affairs now there is a five year 
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~lan ~or Harbour Grace, water and sewerage,to finish it. I am 

sure that - I do not know how long - but apparently it took 

IB-6 

twenty-three years to get water and sewerage extended. There 

was water and sewerage in Harbour Crace over a hundred years ago. 

I am sure within that five year plan that the town council and 

McNamara have drawn up that we will have at least - there are 
I 

places in Harbour Grace probably where we could not get water 

and sewera~e there. I know there are some places like Stratte~•s 

Hill and these ,,laces. It is quite difficult to get water at 

Long's Hill. I am sure that we will do a better job that you 

did in the last twenty-three years. 

~R. NEARY: ~r. r.hairman, I am merely doing my duty,ir this House, 

to the people of this province. That is why we are elected, Sir, 

to this House. Sir, as long as I am in this House I will continue 

to serve the people of this province. I will run an open-door 

policy not a closed-door policy._ I am accessible to any person in 

this orovince who wants to get in touch with me. I will help 

them any '1-'aY that I can. 

Now, Sir, let us move down the South Coast to that little 

Town of Belleoram. It badly needs a water and sewerage system, 

~r. Chairman. Winsor is the first municipality. The water lines 

as I understand are in pretty poor shape and the whole system needs 

to be reolaced. They have a request before the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs. What is going to be done about this one? Anything going 

to be done. 

MR. EARLE: With the minister's permission I might an JWer that one 

and save the honourable member some wear on his jaw. He muRt he 

RettinR tired. Belleoram, he will be interested to know,is presently 

workinp, on the extension to their water system. They are not only 

going to ~et it, they are in the pr~ce~s of putting it in. 

~P. NEARY: ~r. Chairman, I am not getting tired. As a matter of fact 

I have my ~atteries recharp.ed. I am good now till six o'clock tomorrow 
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morningfif honourable members want to try to ram these estimates 

through the House wi;.hout giving us any information. They are 

so anxious, Sir, to pet down to Florida and do~,n to the Carribean 

they cannot wait to get the House closed. 

I do not have to ask about Main Brook in my honourable 

friend's district because my honourahle friend has that well in 

hand. That is the real reason, Sir, to get the House closed. 

Anyway, Mr. Chairman, I hope that all the answers, the 

state of indecision of the government on these question that 

I nut on these various connnunities will be properly recorded 

and that the people in these districts will see that this crowd 

who ~1ent around promising water and sewerage and paved roads in 

two provincial elections have no intention of fulfilling these 

promises at least this year, Sir. 

MR. WOODWARD: !-l'r. Chairman, during the surraner of iast year I 

brought to the attention of the honourable minister and his 

depaTtm,;-nt the number of areas in my district of Labrador North 

where there was to be some action taken with the regard to 

especially water because of the particular situations where we 

had a number of co111111unities with contaJ!linated water. There is 

a lot of publicity given. There are a number of reports made. 

One was made by Doctc-r Patten .for the Grenfell 'Mission in 

Labrador. This was very alarming. 

Conditions as far as water is concerned have not improved. 

There have been a numher of reports made and a number of surveys 

done but I am not vet satisfied as to what action the government is 

going to take this year to correct the situation that exists. We 

had one particular community, the Community of ~akkovik,that the 

hospital recorded some fifty-seven cases of hepatitis in. 

We have another community of North West River, the indian 

side of the river,whie'.h was completely turned down by the Department 

of Health. The water was unsafe for drinklnp. 
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'.fe have another, the Community of Nain, in which the water supply 

was condemned bv the nerartment of Health. A warning went out 

to the people not to drink the water unless they first boiled 

it, as it was unsafe for drinkinp. ·purposes. 

We also have a disturbing reoort - I see 'that the honourable 

member for Labrador South is in his seat - from the community of 

Car~Jri~ht where there was an alarminP, report on the condition of 

the water in that cnmmunitv. Several letters have been written. 

Several reports have been made to the government. I have been 

in touch with the Department of Labrador Services who over the 

years have been trying to piece together a water supplv, doing 

the water supnly systems on a piecemeal basis,outting a little 

bit of pipe here, driving a well there and really not coming up 

with anythinr, substantial as to a permanent-type solution to 

the problems that exist. Over the winter months we have had 

the public health inspector go around on a monthly basis taking 

water samnles from the communities,reporting back to the Department 

of Health. I am told as recent as last week that the conditions 

have not improved.In a numher of cases they have gotten worse. 

So, I was wonderin~ and I have asked the Department of Labrador 

Services if they would in turn get in touch with the PenArtment 

of Municipal Affairs with respect to developing an over-all plan 

for the Communities of ~akkovik, Ho?edale, Nain and also for 

the comrnunitv of North West River. 

I understand that the BRJNCO people have some concern 

rep.ardinp. our water suoply in the Community of North West River 

~ecause of the restriction that was imposed during the Sail Lake 

clvkeins-. They imposed some restrictions on the Naskauni River. 

Conse~uentto lowering the level of water in the Grand Lake area, 

The sea water has crept in from the Lake ~elville. Consequently 

the water in the communities has a certain amount of salt. 

So, mayhe the minister can tell me,to satisfy the neople in those 

c0astal ccimmunit1.es.,wh:it action h:l~ heen t11ken, if there 1~ nnvthing 
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in this particul~r vote with regard to the installation of water 

and sewerage in the coastal communities or the four or five coastal 

communities of Lahrador >forth, to include Labrador South, the r.artwr1.ght 

Area. Also if they have heen in contact with the BRINCO people with 

respect to BRINCO assisting and helping in correcting the water 

supply system at North West River. 

MR. MARTIN: This kind of debate I think re-enforces what I have long 

thought of the workings of government.that oerhaps they are not really 

working at all but just floun~ering along from day to day. I do not 

~oint the finger at any one political party or any one administration, 

itjust seems that they p,et caught up in a system over which they lose 

control quite often. 

Last year there was a task force from the Premier's office,just 

before the election in Lahrador South,which went dCTwn to study several 

problems. Among them was the water situation. That was brought on 

by a report,! think emanating from the Ir.A, about a crisis in certain 

communities. Now, just as an indication of the kind of bureaucratic 

cuff-huffle we get into once in a while, I would like to go down, 

Mr. Chairman, through a series of circumstances that brought us 

to this stage. 

In 1967-1968 I was dispatched,as a civil servant,from the 

Department of Community and Social Development to the Labrador 

Coast to , amongst other things,find out what the situation was 

with regard to community services. In the community of Cartwright, 

amongst others - this one stands out in particular because it has 

come back to haunt JS since - as a result of a public meeting we 

put together a brief to the Provincial Government on the water 

i::;ources and water supply. Somehow or other that never, ever got 

anv action. T co not believe that it even got any reaction from 

the p,overnrnent. We workerl then into this terri.h]e resettlement 

thtnr,. 

Mr. Chairm,m, l'r1or to 1')6'.;,hefore resettlement started,we hacl 

heen prettv well In rontr0l of the situation on the L;ihraclor Coast. 
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We had not gone in tf' pollute each others water supplies. We had 

maintained an even distance between dwelling houses so that we had 

good water and sewerage services of our own. Then we got resettlement 

and people were ous~ed in, crowding each other out,and consequently 

polluting each others water sources. 

Last year when the election was on we heard from the IGA 

that there was a crisis in certain communities and that if something 

were not done very soon, we would have a major disaster. I think it 

is only a matter of luck that a typhoid bug or something has not 

been introduced there, that they have not been wiped out already. 

Well, as a result of that report and the subsequent outcry.a task 

force was dispached from the Premier's office to go down and get 

the true facts of the matter. We had assumed, Mr. Chairman, that 

the whole thing had been taken in hand and that we were going to 

get the water and sewerage systems that we so obviously need. 

Now I hear the honourable minister tell us that we are not really 

talking ahout estimat·es for new water supplies and that we do not 

know whether or not there will be any, that it is up to the co111111unity 

councils themselves. 

Now you see we get hack again into the bureaucratic structure 

of the civil service and r,overnreent administration because as far as 

that particular communf.ty council goes and I am sure many, many others, 

they are not aware of the procedures which they must follow in order 

to ~o about getting their water systems and all of the rest of it. 

Where do we start? Which is the chicken and which is the egr,? Can 

the governnent go ~round saying that there is no responsibility upon 

this administration or any other administration to provide these 

services because the neople in the community have not asked for themr 

Everybodv is aware of the problem. Certainly they are aware of that 

particular nrohlem in Cartwright because it Wl'IS cre11ted by the government 

in the first place. It does not matter which P,overnment. It was created 

hv a r,overn~ent administration. 
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I think if we are going to go about this in anything other 

then a disjointed fashion, that it is incumbent upon civil servants 

in the upper echelons of the service to make Rure that these people 

who are elected in mun1 c-1.nali.ties and cornmuniti.eR are aware of the 

procedures of how they flhould p,o about it. t,fy honourable friend 

froM Bell Island ment1oned West St. Modeste. I th1nk here is 

a classic example, West St. Modeste needs a water system as 

bad as anywhere else. They have probably spent more money on 

trying to get thejr water syst~m than anyone else in Labrador. They 

have spent very close to $60,000. They still have not got a water 

system. The reason is that the money was passed over to local people 

to spend,who had no engineering ability, had no administrative ability. 

They wen.t and did the tiest that they could. There is no suggestion 

that the money was spent improperly but it was certainly spent 

unwisely, This was over the last two years. It was a special 

election project. This particular matter,as far as I know 9has been 

taken in hand. I have made representation on behalf of the people 

of West St. Modeste to the Department of Community Development or 

Rural Development now. 

MR. DAWE: Mr. Chairman, on a Point of order9 and I do hate to interrupt 

the honourable member but last year when we went into all-night session 

some of the members on this sirle of the House brought in with them 

cups of coffee and tea and so on. It was objected to by the opposition. 

Now I notice that breakfast is being served. I wonder if Your Honour 

would rule on thi5. I do not think that it is proper. We are 

certainly allowed tr, have water but I do not think that we are 

allowed to have coffee or tea or whatever. Tt was objected to last 

year, Sir. The ruling last year was that it was not permitted. Now 

I would appreciate Your Honour's rulin~. 

t-rn. CHAIR~AN: The Chair has no obJection to any rnernt-er taking tea 

within his se?t,n.irt1c-u1arlv 11nrler the circumRtanc:es of the 

all-ni~ht session. 

M_13._. ~ A_Ry_: l"r. r.hni rmrm, ,:0111 cl WP h:we another onorum c:il 1 to r;et the 

mc-mhf'T!-1 hi,rk In thf'lr ~eat~? 
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MR. r.HAIRMAN: We do have a quorum. 

\W. NEARY: Okay, Sir. Sorry, hut we have p,ot to keeo them in 
. -

their seats. We need an audience when we are speaking. 

~'P. "APTP~: The point that T ;im trying to make, ~r. Chairman, 

is this, that it seems to me that there is far too much confusion 

in these communities who have simply organized for the sake of 

having a community council. In the community council in 

Cartwright in rarticular, I think they were the second community 

council to be organized on the coast. They have been in existence 

for fifteen or eighteen years. They still do not understand the 

functioning of government. Now, is that their fault or is that 

the fault .of the department? 

The point that I am 80ing to make and the question that 

I would like to put to the honourable minister is this; if we 

are now debating estimates for expenditures in water and sewerage 

systems in the forthcoming year, .where do we get at those estimates, 

those particular estimates in this document~ Then having established 

that, where do we ro from there? Where do the . communities go from 

there? How do we go a1'out follo•wing the proper established rules 

of procedure in getting our hands on the necessary capital to put 

in these water and sewerage systems? 

vP. CflLLIN'S: Mr. Chairman, this is about the umoteenth time 

that I have explained this. None of the funds which will be 

spent this year in water and sewer pro~rammes are reflected in our 

estimates for the simnle reason that the monies which are made 

available for that purnose are made available to the i.1dividual 

communities involved,genera1ly on a loan basis. This case on 

a guaranteed loan basis. The initiative must coree from the 

communities. Certainly that is the whole idea of local government. 

No~ I have said before and. I ~dll ~ay a~atn 1.n a few words, 

it 1.!'l imf'I0!'1!'11hle for thiR P,overnm('nt or nnv r.nvl"mTT1.-nt.whnvP.r thPV arc 
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to find enotigh money in ~my given year to provide all of the needs 

for the people of Newfoundland in terms of water and ·: ,-v, •r:11•r-. ft f •; 

just impossible from a financial point of view. We are trying to 

do the best we can,bearing in mind the amount of mohey which we 

can afford to iuarantee on the province's credit, what monies 

might be available from DREE. It is a very trying problem I can 

assure you. I would like to be able to do all of the places in 

the island next week but I know I cannot. I really do not know 

what the long-term answer is. The honourable member has said 

there are some weaknesses in local government. I could not 

agree with him more because the number of communities which have 

become incorporated during the past two or three years mainly, 

Mr. Chairman, I believe through being falsely advised, I should 

not say falsely advised but ill-advised sometimes in terms of 

thinking that once they become incorporated there is an unlimited 

tap in St. John's somewhere where money can be had,and very often 

people have become disappointed and understandably so. 

What the long term answer is I really do not know. 

The royal commission are investigating the thing now and we have 

some very capable people on it. I have mentioned their names 

before and I do not want to mention them &Rain. They are very 

capable people who are studying the local government structures, 

studying legislation, the manner in which finances are arranged 

and so on an~ so forth. What they will recommend I do not know 

but I have some. ideas,I think,of what they might recommend because 

I think I know the problems and they are going to find them out 

toa. Maybe we are going to have to move towards the establishment 

of a water commission or a water authority or a municipal board. 

I really do not know what it might be called but I believe that 

in time we will have to move in that particular direc~ion,based 

I suppose on the principle of the Power Commission,because after 

al 1 the l'nw<'r CommiBeion findl'I it root!'I or we can find its roots. 

Tt In th.- r!At' from th.- old dlt•A<'l f'n~lnt·s whtc-1' W<'H' providl'cl by 
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local government in various parts of Newfoundland and finally when 

they became unbearable, unmanageable and not practical and so on, 

and could not fill the need, the Pot.•er Com'llission was established 

to take on that particular job and eventually borrowed money and 

provided services and introduced uniform rates. 

That is another problem in Newfoundland. Almost every ard 

in fact every single municipality has a different form of tax, a 

different rate of tax. ~hile there is a subsidy down in the 

department downstairs, I am sure the honourable Leader of 

the Opposition knows and honourable members opposite know too that 

in the past years the subsidy has been more or less thrown out the 

window because that was inadequate as well. I think this is the 

only solution to the problem, of course, to realize that people 

must have clean water and they must have the opportunity to be 

able to flush toilets. The only way I ~ee to do it, as I said, is 

to establish a proper authority or commission or whatever and get 

about the job. Now they are not going to do it overni~ht either 

because their funds are also going to be limited but at least 

we will be doing it on a sensible, reasonable, sane approach to 

it. Maybe they will not recommend this at all but they are 

certainly looking at this because I haYe asked them to look into 

that particular aspect to see what is happening in other provinces 

and see how it might work in Newfoundland. 

We will know when the fall arrives and the report is 

presented to us. Hopefully something will be done, as I said, so 

that all the people will be treated rtlike ,as that is very important 

as well. There is very little uniformity now and I am reluctant 

to make any major policy decision because that would be a ma1or 

policy rlecision. I believe -if I were to do that now with the 

royal commission sittin~,that I would be criticized certainly by 

the press and i would be certainly criticized by the people,and 

ri~htly so. I believe,with the cnpable people we have and with 
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the indepth study which they are doing,we should wait and see what 

they will come up with"""'11.nd please goodness we will have a better 

system. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the minister on a couple of occasions 

mentioned that there is nothing in this vote for water and sewerage 

projects that would be done next year. Sir, I do not know but 

the minister is leavinr, the wrong impression. This is the .heading 

under which we discuss water and sewerage projects past, present 

and future. Is that correct? 

MR. COLLINS: Past but not future. 

MR. NEARY: Past present and future, Mr. Chairman. I contend that 

the minister -

MR. COLLINS: · I can only give information ar,d if he is not going 

to believe it that is all I can do about it. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, if we cannot discuss the future projects that 

are coming up,then the minister and his department must be doing 

it on a hit-and-miss basis. This is April, Sir, and they should 

be able to provide the House with a list by now of what water 

and sewerage projects are going to be undertaken this year. This 

information is available. The minister knows it is available and 

for some reason or other he will not give the information to the 

committee. I cannot beat it out of him, Sir. 

Now the minister made a very interesting statement there 

a few moments a~o when he was replying to my honourable friend here 

from Labrador South;that his department was thinking of setting up 

a water commission. 

MR. COLLINS: No, I did not say that at all. 

JM - 3 

MR. NF.ARY: Well, he said that maybe a water commission was the answer 

to the question that my honourable friend raised, 

MR. COT.I. INS : Thnt is rloser to what T said. 

MR. NEARY: Ts thnt n fnir assumption, a fair analysis of what 

the minl8ter snid? Well. Sir, th~ minister on a number of occasions 
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talked about settin~ up committees down in his department. I think 

I heard him mention this water commission before in public. 

MR. COLLINS: I have never mentioned it before. 

MR. NEARY: Certainly I heard the minister talking about setting 

up a special conmittee in his department to meet all these 

delegations that were coming in from town councils to discuss 

water and sewerage. Am I correct in saying that the minister 

was thinking about that? 

MR. COLLINS: We did consider that, yes. 

MR. NEARY: You were considering it. Well, Sir, in my opinion 

this would be abdicating a responsibility. We have enough committees 

and con1nissions now, Sir, as a result of restructuring we do not 

need any uore. Town councils, community councils, local improve

ment districts, Sir, that are coming to this government must be 

able to discuss these matters with the elected representatives 

of the people. They must be able to put a little bit of political 

pressure on. It must not become an impersonal thing. I think it 

would be very unwise for the minister to set up another commission, 

another bureaucracy that my friend talked about, make it more 

difficult to cut through all these layers of committees and special 

assistants and executive assistants an~ flunkies and what have you 

before you can get to the minister, before you can get to talk with 

the elected representative of the government. I think the minister 

should put this out of his mind. 

I know it is hard work. It is hard slugging down in 

that department. It :shard work, Mr. ChaiTI!lan, delegation after 

delegation after delegation but if the minister does not like it, 

nobody is forcing him to stay there. The Premier can always 

transfer him to the Department of Provincial Affairs. If you go 

out and you offer vo11r11elf for puhllc life-, Sir, nnd you p;et 

.-1.-,·rrd to thl11 llnu,11• 11nd yn11 nn· . rortunato ennuv,lo, h11v .. tlu• 

privili-~P. to hecome a minister,then you should he prepared to 

put up with the consequences. 
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MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I am not talking about setting up 

boards to get away from the people. · That is not what I am talking 

about. 

MR. CHAIRMAN·: Order please! The honourable member for Bell Island 

is being irrelevant. 

Item XlX - Municipal 

The heading which we are discussing here is 

Affairs and Housing, section 1911(03)(09), water 

and sewerage systems, and I think that the honourable member 

should keep his remarks in that direction. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I am most grateful for your ruling, Sir, 

it is the first in this honourable House,in twelve years since I 

have been here,that Your Honour when he was in the Chair earlier 

this morning withdrew a statement and apologized to a member, 

Sir. I guarantee you that Your Honour will have no trouble with 

me as far as the rule of relevance is concerned. I was only trying 

to discourage the minister from setting up another bureaucratic 

stumbling-block for delegations, like my honourab:e friend 

talked about, getting in to the department, getting in to see 

the minister. I hope the minister does not do that. I hope that 

people who come in looking for water and sewerage will have recourse 

to the minister and to the Premier and to their elected representatives. 

Sir, I do not think they should be denied that privilege even if the 

minister is getting bushed. Go ahead and take a couple of weeks 

in Florida, I do not care.but at least leave the door wide open 

so that the delegations can come in and see the minister whenever 

they feel like it. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, while I was speaking a few minutes 

ago I directed a number of questions to the honourable minister 

and I did not get a reply as to what plans his department has for 

water and sewerage in thP. areas that I talked about,in the district. 

Hnyhe it would anve m~ time and Rnve the honourable minister time, 

\ 1,• hnvf' h11d a very ,1111 I 11hiht 1u1 "there hnve not been too much 

excit~ment nt all. To a lot of P'-'oplc it is an important issue ;mrl 

JM - 5 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1213 

I feel that we cannot lose this construction season without getting 

-~ 
some work done, at least an initial start in a number of communities. 

Mr. Ball from Provincial Planners has made recommendations 

and reports and the communities have sent in delegations that have 

met with the officials and I felt and they felt at the time of 

the budget we would know what money has been set aside for those 

programmes. The honourable Minister of Finance gave us a budget 

as to what the projected expenditures were going to be this year 

and I am sure that somewhere in this department or in the estimates 

for Municipal Affairs and Housing there is money. If it is not 

in here would the minister tell us,as he must have some idea, 

how much money that they are prepared to spend this year on 

water and sewerage installations, new installations in the 

communities. They must have gotten together. It is not the 

conmunity councils, Mr. Chairman. I do not know how many 

community councils have ~ade applications to the Department of 

Municipal Affairs and Rousing for such programmes, No doubt 

the minister's officials have put a dollar value by saying, 

"Look. we can cf.o so much,and this is what the money will go after." 

Maybe if the minister does not know the exact communities and 

the amount of money that is going to be spent maybe he can give 

us an idea. I think budget time is the time when oeople look 

and say, "Look, what is in the budget for us?" And each community 

is orientated in this respect now. They are saying, "If it is not 

in the budget,then we do not get it for next year." 

The honourable Min~ster of Finance, going back a couple 

of days ago and it seems like a couple of years ago, a couple of 

days ago was saying, "Less is more and more is less." So budgets 

are not budgets anymore. The money is not included in budgets. 

Mr. Chairman, I would think we are getting in a whirlwind of 

a tangle. We are getting everything confused. We are bringing 

down a budget but there is no mon~ :, in there for water and 11ewerage. 

We do not put this money in the budget. Well, how do we get it, 
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Mr. Chairman? Is it included in the minister's speech? It is not 

in here. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, the honourable 

member is also a member of the local improvement district and he 

knows very well how the financing is done for municipalities and 

he was also a cabinet minister in the past administration and he 

knows full well from that experience. 

MR. WOODWARD: What is the point of order? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It seems that we are belabouring the point here on 

water and sewerage. The honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing on four occasions since I have been in the chair, I 

do not think I know has told the committee how the water and 

sewerage would be financed in this province. The question being 

asked,! am sure he is a little tired of hearing it and I am sure 

that the committee knows from whence these funds come and how 

they come. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, has Your Honour given a ruling on that 

now? Mr. Chairman, we are perfectly within our rights, Sir, with 

all due respect,to discuss future water and sewerage projects 

under this heading. Whether the minister gets tired of it 

or not, Mr. Chairman, does not make any difference. If he is 

bushed,he can go out in the back room and lie down and go to 

sleep if he wants to. 

MR. COLLINS: The honourable meipber was home all night. 

MR. NEARY: The honourable member was not home all ni~ht. Sir, it 

does not make any difference if the minister is gettinp, up tight. 

MR. COLLI~S: There is no one over there going to bush me. 

MR. NEARY: That is our duty in this House, Sir, to cross-examine 

the minister and get as much information as we can and we are going 

to do it whether the honourable minister likes it or not because 

this is the on~y opportunity, Mr. Chairman, the only heading under 

which we can discuss water and sewerage. We are completely within 

our rip,hts and we are completely in order and if the minister does 
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not like it,he is going to hear it over and over again as we are 

going to keep repeatin~it to try and drag information out of him. 

He will not give us the information. The information is available 

down in the minister's department. All he has to do is call up 

his officials, send for them, bring them into the House and the 

honourable minister will get the information in a hurry. 

We are merely trying to find out, Sir, what water and 

sewerage projects are going to be done this year. How much is 

the government going to guarantee for water and sewerage projects 

this year? Remember, Mr. Chairman, when that crowd were over here, 

the bellyachinr that they did because we would not provide a list, 

and they were going to change all that. Now they are over there, 

Sir, and they have not chanp,ed a thing. ThE faces are different 

but the policy is the same, Sir. The policy is the same, no 

change. 

HR. MURPHY: I am glad you said that, glad you said it. 

HR. NEARY: Why is the minister glad I said it? It is not a 

compliment to the -

MR. MURPHY: Because , what did we get? What did we get? 

Abuse. Abuse. Continuous delay of this House. 

MR. NEARY: Oh that is the reason. They are punishing us now, 

Mr. Chairman. We are being told by the Minister of Social Services 

we are being punished because we would not give the Tories -

HR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! The honourable member for Bell Island 

has continually made the point that he is speaking about water 

and sewerage or is going to speak about water and sewerL~e but 

since I have resumed the Chair he has not spoken about water and 

sewerage. He has allowed himself to digress into matters which 

are totally irrelevant to water and sewerage. So if the honourable 

member is to persist in speaking of water and sewerage,he will have 

to speak on point. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chainnan, I 11pprecinte Your Hono11r'11 rullnr.,but 

what I am gettinp at, Mr. Chaiman, is a list. I am trying to get 
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a list from the minister of the water and sewerage projects that will 

be done in the twelve IIIOnths just ahead, Sir, and the minister -

MR. HICKEY: To a point of order, Mr. Chairman, the honourable 

gentleman has been told fifteen times that that list is not 

available, He is not going to get it,so what is he beating a 

dead horse for? He is just not going to get it as it is not 

available. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, that is not a point of order -

MR. HICKEY: Any further debate on this subject along the lines 

we have heard in the last ten minutes, Mr. Chairman, is completely 

out of order. 

MR. NEARY: Is that a point of order, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. HICKEY: Yes it is a point of order. 

MR. NEARY: I am asking the chair. I am not asking the ignoramus 

responsible for garbage. Is that a point of order, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The right of honourable members to ask questions 

in varying forms, to ask the same question in different forms and 

quite often to repeat the question is unfortunately perhaps one 

that is too well precedented especially in this House to rule 

against without great consideration. Consequently,while the 

Minister of Provincial Affairs and Environment's point is well 

taken,the point of order unfortunately cannot be sustained. The 

honourable member for Bell Island may continue with his discourse 

on water and sewerage. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. ChaiI'l!lan, Another victory for democracy. 

Well, Sir, all we are trying to do, Mr. Chairman, here ind it is 

our duty -

AN HON. MEMBER: You are holding up the House that is all you are 

trying to do. 

MR. NEARY: No, we are not holding up anythinp,, Sir. 

AN !ION. MF."'ffif.R: (Inamlible). 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Chn 1 nn1m, do yo 1: know the real reason for tryini to 

p,et this llnuse c 1 oPJed, t rv 1 ni• to nll'l the est f ma tc-s th rn11r,h, rh iB w;i ter 
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and sewera~e· vote throug~r Your Honour, you know why they are 

trying to stifle the debate on this, Sir. They will call it 

obstruction, Mr. Chairman, but you know what I say that they all 

have their reservations booked to the Caribbean and·to Florida 

and that is the real reason they want to get the House closed, 

Sir. 

MR. HICKEY: To a point of order, Mr. Chairman, I have sat for 

one and I have listened to this garbage for the last hour. Now 

I ask Your Honour to rule on one issue. The honourable gentleman 

I maintain is out of order because he has asked a minister at 

least fifteen times a question which the minister has refused 

to answer on good grounds, that the information is not available. 

Now is he goin~ to continue to ask that question and beat the 

rules o-f the House? It is complete -

MR. NEARY: Your Honour just ruled on that point of order. 

MR. HICKEY: Your Honour did not rule on that point of order. 

Your Honour,! ask you for a ruling now. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, Your Honour knows full well, Sir, that -

MR. HICKEY: Are you speaking to the point of order? 

MR. NEARY: No, there is not a point of order, Mr. Chairman. Your 

Honour ruled -

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I rose on a point of order. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable Minister of Provincial Affairs and 

Environment has raised the same point of order that he has raised 

on two occasion~ in the last ten minutes and the ruling that was 

given then is the same ruling as is given now. The honourable 

the member for Bell Island has the right to speak on water and 

sewerage systems which is Head 1911(03)(09) and he may ask many 

questions in varyin~ forms and his only guide is his conscience. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman! Your Honour i• '1uite rtP,ht 

and bein~ a lawyer down in court Your Honour know~ what it is 

like to cross-examine a witness. Really,what we are doing is we 

are cross-examining. 

JM - 10 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member should nevertheless do the 

co1T1111ittee the service.Q# at least speaking to the point which 

is water and sewerage systems. It has been approximately twenty 

minutes since I have resumed the Chair and the honourable member 

has not yet begun to speak of water and sewerage systems so 

eventually his digressions can no longer be tolerated, 

MR. NEARY: I just got word, Mr. Chairman, that breakfast . is 

now being served in the common room. Well, Sir, this is quite 

an important issue this water and sewerage systems. The 

minister does have a large nuJnber of requests for water and 

sewer system. The town councils and the community councils and 

the improvement district councils, Sir, want to know, they are 

anxious to find out if there is a start going to be made on 

their particular water and sewer project this year,and it is our 

duty here in opposition to try to get that information, 

Mr. Chairman. I already listed a number of communities that have 

gotten in touch with the opposition to ask us if we could find 

out certain information from the government, put a little pressure 

on to see if we could influence the government in any way -

MR. YOUNG: The honourable member for Bell Island said he had 

a number of communities that had gotten in touch with him 

concerning water and sewerage. I wonder could the honourable 

member tell me did the Town Council of Harbour Grace write 

him concerning water and sewerage or was it a personal letter? 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman,~ am very happy to inform the 

honourable member for Harbour Grace that it was the toWI• council 

and not an individual. The honourable member would do well to 

keep in touch, conununicate with the Town Council of Harbour Grace 

because they are really, really serious about this matter of 

extending the water system in the Town ot Harbour Grace, Sir. I 

was surprised nctunlly, Mr. Chairman, to discover that the Town of 

Harbour Crace did not hnve one huadred per cent water and sewerage. 

I was surprised to hear that. As honourable members know,it is an 
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old community, It was a thriving community at one time and had° its 

setbacks in recent yeas but, Sir, I do not think we can go on 

denying people in certain sections of the Town of Harbour Grace 

drinking water. That is all they are asking for. They are asking 

for a little drop of drinking water, Sir, clean, unpolluted, grade 

A drinkin~ water and the honourable member should be in there 

battling for his constituents. 

MR. YOUNG: Could I ask a question, Sir? 

MR. NEARY: Yes, let her go. 

MR". YOUNG: Would the honourable member for Bell Island mind 

tabling that letter that he received from the Town Council of 

Harbour Grace? 

MR. ~ARY: Mr. Chairman, I did not say it was a letter by the 

way, I said it was a communication. 

MR. YOUNG: I beg your pardon! 

MR. NEARY: It could have been a ~elegram, it could have been 

anything, Sir. I did not say it was a letter. 

MR. YOUNG: Would he table the communication that he received 

from the Town Council of Harbour Grace? 

MR. NEARY: The communication! received, Sir, was from the Town 

of Harbour Grace and if the honourable member would just control 

himself and come across the House,while I am in the common room 

having breakfast I would be glad to show him the information that 

I received from the Town of Harbour Grace. 

Now, Sir, I do not thtnk there is any point in flogging 

this particular vote any longer, (03)(09) water and sew~rage 

systems,because obvicusly we are not going to get the information 

we want, Sir. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Carried. 

MR. NEARY: No, not quite yet. Do not p~sh me or I might carry 

on for another hour. I am rearing to go, Mr. Chairman, and I am 

good until about six o'clock tomcrrow morning if I have to. I am 

worse th~n Joey, I run in ~reat shape, p,rent Rh~pe. Sir. They will 
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never beat us down over here, Mr. Chairman. They can try what they 

like to wear us down but they will .never do it. They will be down 

in Florida and the Caribbean and back before we stop trying to get 

inf~rmation for the people of Newfoundland in this House. That is 

what we are elected for and that is what we are going to do. I 

will fall on the floor before I will give in to that crowd over 

there, Sir. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: I could answer that, Mr. Chairman, but the honourable 

minister would not like it. No, Sir, this is quite a serious 

matter and the members on the other side can joke about it all 

they like but their constituents, Mr. Chairman, are denied the 

advantages and the privileges of having water and sewerage systems. 

There are poor little children in a lot of our co11111unities do not 

know what it is like to take a bath, Mr. Chairman, and they are 

still using the outdoor privy. What percentage ·of Newfoundlanders 

are still using the outdoor privy? Does the honourable minister 

know what percentage? 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY": I used one myself, Sir, practically all my life. 

often sat there, Mr. Chairman, with Eaton's catalogue,when the 

snow was drifting in through the knot holes in the boar~. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: With all due respect to the honourable member,! 

believe we are discussing modern water and sewera~e systems. The 

honourable member may be digressing too fer into the past. 

I 

MR. NEARY: That is why we need water and sewerage systems because 

too many of our people are still using the outdoor privy. 

AN HON . MF.MBER: That is right. 

MR. NF.ARY: Now see,the honourable minister agrees with me now. 

JM - 13 

Sir, I nm relevant, right in order. It is true. It i-s a statement 

of fact, Sir. I do not know wh.,t percentage. Perhaps the minister -

AN HON. MEMIIF.R: (Inaudible). 

MR. NF.ARY: Well, I am not ashamed to say it because we were making 
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progress but now obviously the progress is halted because the 

Premier told us sever~: months ago that it is time the town councils 

in this province. He tock to the television with his 

Dick Nolan voice and it was a wonder he did not have his guitar 

with him, Dick Nolan's voice_.and said, "Ladies and gentlemen, town 

councils have to stand on their own feet. Put in your own water 

and sewerage, finance your own water and sewerage, no more 

government p;uarantees." We should have had "Aunt Martha's Sheep" 

playing in the background, Sir. But, Mr. Chairman, I do not know 

whether the Premier was making an off-the-<:uff remark that day or 

whether he was having a bad day or not,but he did imply, Sir, that 

the water and sewerage grants were coming to an end, that the 

province could not afford it and that town councils would have 

to increase their taxes if they wanted water and sewerage. That 

is the inference or at least that is the impression I got from 

what the Premier said. He said that they would have to stand on 

their own feet if they wanted all these privileges. Remember, 

Mr. Chairman, in this House we criticized the Premier for making 

such an off-the-cuff,irresponsible statement. Town councils 

cannot afford to put in water and sewerage without government 

help, Mr. Chairman. We should continue to build on the 

foundation that was left by the previous Liberal Administration. 

Get rid of the washtubs, Sir, and get rid of the outdoor privy 

and let us continue to put water and sewerage systems in the 

unserviced communities in this province. 

That is all I am asking, Sir, and I hope -

MR. MARSHALL: May I -

MR. NEARY: Yes, A point of order or a point of privilege? 

MR. MARSHALL: A point of order, yes. 

MR. NEARY: A point of order, let her go, 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, I do not think the honourable member 

for Bell Island is allowed to sw~ng on the microphone. 

MR. NF.ARY: What wa~ th~ point of order? 

~- MARSIIALL: ------- Swln~in~ on the microphone. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: It has been brought to the attenion of many 

members on numerous occasions .that the microphones are very 

delicate instruments and honourable members should treat 

them with respect and care While I am on my feet, I would 

like to direct honourable. meubers to my left who have 

persisted in interrupting the speake~ who quite legitimately 

has the floor and has been ruled in order on three different 

occasions, that he had the right to be heard in silence and any pro

vocative remarks from the honourable gentlemen to my left 

in all likelihood will encourage further discourses on water 

and sewerage from the honourable gentlemen to my right. 

MR. NEARY: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I think that is a fair appraisal 

of the situation, Sir, and I am sorry that I was doodling with 

this but on the other side, members are getting so fidgety and 

irritable and jumpy,Sir, that they have wrecked a couple of these 

microphones. I might point out to the House1 Your Honour, I know 

Your Honour meant to, that I understand there are no parts available 

for these microphones now and it is very difficult to repair them 

and we have had a number wrecked on that side of the House this 

session; none over here, Sir, I am happy to say. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it is time that this government 

enunciated its policy, its policy on water and sewerage. Are 

they going to continue ·the implementation of water and sewerage 

in the unserviced areas of this province or are they not? That 

is all I am _asking the honourable minister If they are, 

would the honourable minister tell us what communities are going 

to be done in the twelve months ahead? That is a reasonable 

request, Sir. It is a reasonable request. Will the Minister 

nf Rural Development tell me why it is not a reasonable request? 

Are we doing it on a hit and miss basis1 Is it being done on a 

political basis? Is it being done on the basis of priority? How 

is it beinr, done? Would the minister tell us? All I am asking 

for, Sir, l!j lnfonnJtlnn. 
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MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman. for the last time. I cannot go 

over this again. The water and sewer systems are financed 

by the community councils or the town councils or the local 

improvement districts. Generally the monies are made available 

on long term loans, sometimes a twenty-five year term. 

The money which we are asking the committee to vote to 

the department,under 1911-03-09. the amount of $3.400,000 is the 

amount of money which the government has committed under its 

subsidy programme to pay off the loans which have been arranged 

over the past number of yearH. 

Now what work is going to be done this year by town councils. 

I cannot say at this particular moment. We are not asking the 

committee to vote any mo~ey for it because it does not appear in 

those estimates. That money,when it is made available. will 

continue to be made available in the form of guaranteed loans 

to the various municipalities. 

MR. WM. ROWE: To pay off existing debts,is it? 

AN HON.MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Yes but obviously not to anyone's satisfaction 

because when I got in here the honourable member for Bell Island 

was ranting and roaring and that is not his style at all, 

Mr. Chairman. He must have been upset about something. 

MR. MURPHY: He was like that since seven o'clock this morning. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Is that right? Well I am back here, Mr. Chairman. 

I went home · and had a shower and a shave, went down to the law 

office for an hour or so. made a few dollars. brought the deeds 

and everything back to drive the honourable member for Bell 

Island mad when I tell him about the legal fees I am going to make 

or I made in the last two hours. 

MR. MURPHY: You cannot drive him, he has been there. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Well just very briefly then, I do not want to delay 

the committee if the minister has already given the coaunittee all 

this informittion, perhaps very briefly he can tell me - after ,kbts 

and what not or whatever this is goinp, to be spent on, after 
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MR. WM. ROWE: exist~ng commitments are looked after, how much 

is going to be left over for new projects under this Head? 

MR. COLLINS: It is the same question, Mr. Chairman, in a different 

way. There is a pressure approach to it I must ·say. 

MR. WM. ROWE: If the honourable member does not mind, what is 

the answer? Did the honourable minister give an answer before 

or something? 

MR. COLLINS: If the honourable member had stayed there like I 

did he would have known the answe~. He went home and went to 

sleep. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Had to make a few dollars boy, to keep the wolf 

from the door. What is the answer, briefly,in five words. 

$600,000 left over for grants to municipalities for water and 

sewer systems, new projects. Is that the answer? 

Well we will find out. next year and then we will see if 

the honourable minister has or has not, you cannot say misled 

because that is unparliamentary, has or has not given us the 

correct information. 

MR. MARTIN: In reference to the state ncnt the honourable minister 

made, I can see what is happening now. Just for the record and informatior. 

because I have been specifically requested to obtain this 

information to pass on back to the communities, I just want a 

yes or no answer. 

As I understand it, the task force that listed the Labrador 

Coast from _the Premier's Office last summer has made this 

report: · That the government is well aware of the problems, 

what the situation is. That there is no money allocated here 

but that money is available providing the proper procedures are 

followed and everything else is in order. That it it now 

up to the communities themselves to take the initiative and make 

application. Yes? or No? Thank you. 

MR. M. WflOntJJ\Rfl: (1911-03-10) What communities receive Special 

As!listnnce Grant!! .111,l 11(11,1 n11u·h d,ws l',1ch community n,ccivc? 
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MR. COLLI~S: I got a list here, I do not know if I have them 

all, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. WOODWARD: Bring in the officials, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. COLLlNS: We can manage without the officials, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. WOODWARD: They have some very fine officials down there, 

They have a lot of famous documents. 

MR. COLLINS: No question about that at all in this world. 

MR. WOODWARD: Very valuable to the committee. 

MR. COLLINS: We have some great officials down there, some of the 

greatest. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Among the greenest. 

MR. COLLINS: Fifteen pages. 

MR. WOODWARD: Fifteen pages Could you table the list and the 

amounts for each community. 

MR. COLLINS: I could get copies and table them. 

MR. WOODWARD: Would you like to read the list of communities? 

MR. COLLINS: We have not got time to read fifteen pages of 

names and figures. 

MR. WOODWARD: Oh I thought you said fifteen places. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Will the minister undertake to table copies 

for any member who wants them? 

Generally speaking,what is Special Assitance? 

MR. COLLINS: Well just about every type of assistance one can imagine. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Well how does this. differ fron, the special projects? 

MR. COLLINS: We have not reached Special Projects yet. 

The honourable member knows quite well because he has 

often told me how difficult it was to administer that particular 

vote. 

MR. WM. ROllE: What do you mean., the Special Project• one or this 

one? 

MR. COL1INS: No, Special Assistance - it is assistance which is 

made available for - from anythinr. from repairing fences to 

a bit of grass seed. 
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MR. WM. ROWE: No I was just wondering which one of them was the 

one we talked about. 

MR. COLLINS: Special Assistance, in other words emergency grants. 

MR. NEARY: (1911-03-11) $50,000 - Local improvement District 

of Conception Bay South. 

MR. COLLINS: That has been on for two or three years. I imagine 

we will carry on for a while until we see what is going to happen. 

MR. NEARY: There is no specified time. 

MR. COLLINS: That was an Order-in-Council by the past administratlon. 

MR, NEARY: (1911--03-12) Incinerator and Fi~efighting Equipment, 

_no Mr. Chairman, it will not quite carry - we would like to have 

another list from the minister on where incinerators are going 

to be placed this year a!Jd "'hnt communities are going to be provided 

with firefighting equipment. 

!IR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, · that is quite an impossible question 

to answer, You have $150,000 in the estimates, you have some 

applications on hand and no doubt there are going to be others 

coming. That is a vote that might not be all spent until 

next fall or next winter. 

I do not know if the honourable member is aware of the 

programme in terms of firefighting. The province shares on 

a fifty-fifty basis with municipalities the cost of fire engines 

etc. In the incinerator programme, the incinerators have been 

manufactured.generally speaking, the ones being used in Newfoundland, 

they are manufactured in Marystown, have been supplied to 

municipalities more or less on a gratis basis, with the municipalities 

installing them. 

MR. WM. ROWE: How much does the typical incinerator cost? 

MR. COLLINS: A typical incinerator would cost in the vicinity 

I suppose of $12,000 to $15,000. lt is just the different 

sizes. something like that. 

MR. NEARY: With all due respect, Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the 

minister would tell me, he h,1.s admitted that he has numerous 
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MR. NEARY: recuests in his department, how did the mini~ter 

arrive at an expenditure of $150,000 Lf he does not 

know what communities are going to benefit by the services 

of an incinerator this year and what communities are going 

to receive firefighting equipment? 

I know I am naive and gullable, Sir, but I am not 

stupid,! do not think. I would like to know, can we have 

a list? How many incinerators are under construction at the 

present ti~ down in Maeystown? 

MR. COLLINS: None. 

MR. NEARY: None being made up nov 0 . How long does it take to make 

one up? 

MR. COLLINS: I could ge~ in touc~ with the shipwrights doWJthere. 

I suppose they could tell me. It is not a very major thing 

to make. 

MR. NEARY: They are not even ordered yet, Sir. This should be 

a very simple matter for the minister to provide us with a list 

of the communities that are going to benefit by these services 

this year. It shoulp be a very simple matter. Why will the minister 

not give us a list? Why? Is it because there might be a political 

backlash? Is that what he is afraid of? 

MR. COLLINS: It is $50,00~ more than last year and last year was -

MR. NEARY: I realize that, that is why I am asking the question . 

Who is goi~g to get it? 

MR. COLLINS: We will let the town councils know. 

MR. NEARY: Are they going to just put all the requests down in 

a hat, Sir, and call in somebody to put their hand down in the 

barrel or hat and pluck them oat? 

MR. COLLINS: That is probably the fairest way to do it. 

MR. NEARY: Well I wish the minister would give us some information, 

tell us something. How is he going to do it? 

MR. COLLINS: We are going to do it, Mr. Chairman, in the places whtre 

the greatest need is. We csnnot provide f'r,r all the needs this year. 
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MR. WM. ROWE: Greatest need - greatest criminal need~ 

MR. NEARY: Well, ' Mr. Chairman, I suppose I will just have to 

accept it. I am not getting any information out of the 

minister, Sir. I do not know why he wants to hide the fact 

that X number of communities will receive an incinerator this 

year and firefighting equipment. It is nothing to be ashamed 

of. The only thing I can see is that the minister is scared 

of the political overtones, the political backlash to this. 

It should be a very simple matter to provide this committee with 

a list. Obviously we are not going to get it. Sir, I do not 

have any choice but to sit down, give up in defeat, give up in 

disgust. I cannot crack the minister, I cannot break him. He is 

too strong, too much will-power, Sir, so I will just surrender. 

give up. 

MR. MARTIN:· Mr. Chainnar:., with regard to the firefighting equipment, 

the question I am going to pose may sound a little off but I would 

like to take a moment to just explain why. 

In my district, Sir, we cannot use the conventional type of 

fire(ighting equipment for two very good reasons. First of all 

we do not have roads and secondly we do not have water pipes. 

But we have devised a system based upon the kind of equipment 

being used by the fore•t service and certain other special 

types of equipment that will allow us,for instance, to drill holes 

in the ice in the wintertime. 

Now what I am wondering.is, because this point was brought up 

at a community council at which I attended as a guest one time, 

whether or not the department has a set of standards or particular 

type of equipment which must be provided through the department 

or whether we can make proposals based upon our own special 

circumstances and no matter how unorthodox that system may sound, 

whether that will be i:iven consideration by the department? 

MR. COLLINS: The flrefightfrg equipment programme or whatever 

you want to call it is that the municipality will buy the 
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MR. COLLINS: type machine which is needed to provide the 

service in the community,based ·upon the recoir.mcndatious 

of the Provincial Fire Cormnissioner, Mr. Ryan. 

NM - 8 

The department's policy in the past has been and still is 

that we share in the cost of the machine, fifty-fifty. There 

has been no policy established in the unincorporated areas of 

the province. My department was not involved in that particular 

field with restructuring. When restructurinR came about. we 

approached the Provincial Fire Commissioner to let us have hi• 

recommendation on the proper ~ack.age type of unit which could 

be available for smaller connnunities, maybe twenty-five or 

thirty families or fifty or sixty families. He is in the 

process of providing tha~ to us .Once we know where that is, then 

we can recommend to the smaller communities what is available. 

Just what the cost sharing will be we do not know. We have not 

worked out a policy on that yet but the officials are taking a 

look at it. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, it is painfully obvious why the 

honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs will not oblige my 

colleague from Bell Island and tell him where these things are 

going to go. 

It is painfully obvious, Sir, ·because of the paltry ,meagre, 

minuscule amount of money involved. If a fire engine should cost 

I suppos<: $20,000, at a fifty per cent pay-out by the government 

that would be fifteen fire engines, or at $15,000 for an 

incinerator, ten communities looked after by an incinerator 

or five fire engines and say seven incinerators. 

You do not have to be an Einstein mathematically to figure 

out why the minister would not dare to even attempt to list where 

these things are going to go. He would rather rest on his 

laurels and point proudly to the fact that there is $150,000 

in there for this laudable purpose. When you boil it down -
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MR. COLLI~S: This is an ongoing J>rogra.mme remember, that 

becomes $300,000, if it is all ~pent on fire engines. 

MR. WX. ROWE: On flre engines it would become then 

say fifteen fire engines at $20,000 each. 

MR. COLLINS: That would go a long way I would say in 

solving the need -

HR. WM. ROWE: If it be all on fire engines but it is 

on incinerators and fire engines as well. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Is this part of the conference that was 

announced over at the Arts and Culture Centre. 

HR. WM. ROWE: Yes that is right. We had expected to be 

NM - 9 

able to spend $2 million or $3 million on this, Mr. Chairman, 

if we had remained in pow~r. ls that not right? However, 

we ~re down to $150,000. 

MR. COLLINS: I got a big list of them here now. 

MR. WM. ROWE: I remember a big grey book of all the places 

that incinerators were going to go. 

MR. MURPHY: We have a big list of bills outstanding for that. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Well it is the credit era we are in, Mr. Chairman. 

In any event -

AN HON. MEMBER: Never borrow money needlessly. 

MR. WM. ROWE: But when you must. We found that we must during 

that particular epoch. But in any event, Sir, it is obvious 

why the m1aister will not divulge this information because it 

is a very small amount of money and unfortunately,for every 

one community that he can please there will be fifty con:munities 

who will be right after -

MR. COLLINS: No, that is an exaggeration. We will not be able 

to please them all. 

HR. WM. ROWE: Well let us say one in ten or something like that. 

It is a very unenviable position to be in. The minister will be 

secretive, under wraps, behind closed doors, sneak it out when he 
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MR.~- ROWE: can, do not tell anybody you have this -

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Cffllirman, that is a lot of nonsense. That is 

not it at all. I do not know what communities have made 

application. There are dozens and dozens and dozens down 

there. That is not a question I anticipated. I can get the 

information but,my ~oodness,if I have got to anticipate all 

honourable members asking me questions on all the requests 

from all the municipalities in Newfoundland, goodness that 

is unreasonable: 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, while we are on the subject of 

incinerators and firefighting equipment, this winter a very 

unfortunate circumstances involving a fire in an isolated 

community· of Nain and at that time the emphasis was put 

on what do you look at as the type of equipment you would 

use in a community where you cannot use conventional fire 

trucks of that nature because of the fact that the roads 

are not cleared and you have to have some type of track vehicle 

to lend itself to be functional in a community where you have 

no snow clearing or no roads during the winter; 

I think that the honourable minister's department 

did give a fire pump to the Community of Nain or gave $1,000 

towards a fire pump. But at that time we also talked about 

the fact that they would get together with the Department 

of Municipal Affairs, Labrador Services, getting together with 

the Provincial Fire Commissioner and researching and hopefully 

to develop some type of fire fighting apparatus or e~uipment 

that would be suited for isolated communities 1 not only possibly 

on the Labrador Coast but other areas here on the island as well. 

I have not seen or heard, I have heard but not seen any 

incinerator programme. I doubt if . any communities in Labrador 

have made application. I do not know, maybe the honourable 

member for Labrador South - are hia ~unicipal people familiar 

with the incinerator proRrftmmc? 

MR. MARTTN: No. 

• n ')7 '..1.J...., 
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MR, WOODWARD: Not, but I understand this in itself too, lllflybe it 

is not a bad thing. Well I am ·chiefly concerned about the 

.firefighting. I wonder if the minister would see fit, 

Mr. Chairman, to expound,if you will, on the type of equipment 

or if they have developed or are devloping or researching fir~ 

fighting equipment that would lend itself to communities such 

as the Conununity of Nain and other communities in Labrador 

where you have the conditions whereby you do not have any 

snow clearing or any roads. 

There was a big cry weni out, I think a considerable 

loss possibly in the Community of N~in to the government. It is 

very fortunate that the weather conditions and other conditions 

were favourable. We were fortuna_te in getting sufficient food 

supplies into the community on an emergency basis to keep the 

community going. Most of the conununities have one central supply 

point and when these supplies are destroyed, as the case of the 

fire in Nain, then there is no other means but to have emergency 

food flown into the communities. 

We were fortunate that no one suffered any hardship in 

Nain. In the event that at the particular time the fire 

was on that you did have · storms that do last for long 

periods of time, possibly as much as a week on end, where you 

cannot get an aircraft into the community and you run into 

circumstances of this nature, I suspect there would be great 

hardship caused to the citizens, the residents in the communities. 

So maybe the honourable minister can explain if his 

department along with the Provincial Fire Commissioner are 

developing any sort of research into this particular problem and 

if they are working with the rrovincial Fire Commissioner. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, could we have a count of the House 

to see if we have a quorum? 

AN HON. MEMBER: No quorum. 
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MR. NEARY: (1911-03-13) Special ~rojects - This is the special 

make-work project that is funded by the Government of Canada. 

AN HON. M~~BER: Funded by this government. 

MR. NEARY: Funded by the Government of Canada, Sir. These 

are forgiveable loans. 

MR. WOODWARD: The minister did not reply to my question . 

MR. NEARY: Well I 'alll sorry. If the minister wants to reply 

to my honourable colleague's question, Sir, I will gladly yield 

the floor -

MR. COLLINS: I reply pretty quickly because I anticipated the 

honourable member's question,because I gave him the answer 

previously before he asked the question. We are discussing the 

need with the Provincial _Fire Commissioner nou and he is a 

professional in that field. He is goir.g to recommend to us 

the different types of packages which are available to serve 

the varying ~eeds in the different size communities. ~~en 

communities make application for fire fighting equipment we will 

refer their request to the Fire Commissioner in the first place 

to make sure that the proper equipment is supplied to them. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, several montho ago the Government of 

Canada made available to all ten provinces a certain amount of 

money, Sir, to enable the provinces to fund special make-work 

programmes in their particular province. 

ThE philosophy, Sir, the whole idea behind this programme 

is to make work, to create jobs, to create employment at a time 

of the year when unemployment is at peak, when it reachest its 

highest point,in the winter months. 

Our share of that money, Sir, I think was $10 million or 

$11 million -

MR. COLLINS: $12 million over n three year period. 

MR. NEARY: $12 million ov~r a three year period 1 ork ia done 

before the end of May. It is one hundred per cent forp,Jv11hle, 

very low interest. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: The labour that is done before the end -

MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible. 

NM - 13 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I wish you would ask the honourable 

Minister of Finance to restrain himself, Sir. He will be µp 

in a few minutes. Sir, when I sit down I know what is going to happen. 

Sir, another attack on the Government of Canada. hostile towards 

Canadians, outsiders, Mainlanders: the Minister of Finance. But 

Sir, $12 million is our share of that money. 

Let us have another quorum call. Mr. Chairman, keep them 

in their seats, count the House, count heads, Sir. 

MR. MURPHY: Obstruction. 

MR. 1~EARY: No smoking in the House either, Mr. Chairman, no 

smoking in the House, Sir. 

MR. MURPHY: He is not smoking. 

AN HON. MEMBER: He is only holding a cigarettP.. 

MR. NEARY: Newfoundland's share of that fund, Sir, was $12 million 

and God only knows that is little enough, Mr. Chairman, in a 

province where you have the highest unemployment rate in the 

whole of Canada. So you would expect, Mr. Chairman, that no 

time would be lost by the ~ory Administration in taking advantage 

of this $12 million, because we have the highest unemployment 

rate in the whole of Canada. 

We have men begging for work in this orovince, forced to 

go on welfare. So you would think, Mr. Chairman, you would not 

even give it a thought, that this government, this Tory Administration 

would be the first to have their lists up to Ottawa for approval 

to create work for our people under this special make-work 

project. 

No, Sir, Revernl months have passed. nly about three weeks 

ago I think it wa~ In this honourable House that the first list 

of projects was read out in the House, approved, valued at 

$4 million,and that ii. whnt fa shown here in lleadinr, 1911-03-13 
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MR, NEARY: (Special Projects - $4 million). 

I believe, Sir, that s.ince then another list of projects 

ha,s been approved and the honourable Mi1;1ister of Industrial 

Developm~t who made the announcement along with Don Jamieson -

two, four. six, ·eight, ten, eleven - let ·us· count heads again, 

Kr, Chairman, no quorum in the Rouse, You cannot keep them in 

their seats. count the House, 

So, Mr. Chairman, 
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$4 million w_as approved about four weeks ago. There was a further 

amount I think of S2.S million approved s1nce then. A total of 

$6.S million has been approved. I was interested in some of these 

projects. Or~anizations on Bell Island were interested in Rome of 

these projects so we wrote the honourable Mr. Jamieson in Ottawa. 

I received a reply, the organizations on Bell Island received a 

reply,stating that the province had to put the proposals, whatever 

they were, before the Department of Regional Economic Expansion. 

!-IR. J.C.CROSBIE: Are you talking about the municipal projects now? 

MR. NEARY: I am talking about all projects. 

~- COLLINS: These are municipal ones now. 

¥R. CROSBIE: We are dealing here solely with municipal projects 

under the winter employment loans programme and it would be quite 

irrelevant and out of order for the honourable gentleman to say one 

word, one syllabl~, one jot about any other than municipal projects. 

The rest of them are dealt with in other parts of the estima.tes. 

MR. NEARY: ~r. Chairman, to my knowled~e, the list of S4 million 

that we have are all municipal works. They were all municipal works, 

$4 million. 

MR. CROSBIE: 

~- NEARY: 

The -$4 million is all municipal. 

That is ~hat here,$4 million. I do not know what the 

point of order is, Mr. Chairman, is there a point of order? 

MR. CROSBIE: You are attemptinP- to discuss other projects. 

MR. NEARY: I am discussing - I am disgusted. Is there a point of 

order, Mr. Chairman? 

The point raised by the ~inister of Finance is 

quite correct. Hhether or not the honourable the member for Bell 

Island was violatinp. that point of order is another question. I am 

afraid that at this point the Chair's powers of recall are very short 

and cannot ouite rPmc~hcr whether he was violating it.or not. 

~lR. PECKFOP D: - - ----- - -

I can assure Your Honour that I was not. 

On that point of order, Mr. Chairman, the honourable 

.A 
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member for Bell Island mentioned all capital works projects. As 

of today's date we hav~had projects under the ~unicipal Affairs 

Department,coverin~ water and sewera~e projects etc., plus some 

under forestry plus others under fisheries and tourism. Therefore, 

when he says all winter capital works projects, he is including 

aspects of other departments, hence, he is out of order and 

irrelevant. 

~- NEARY· No, ~r. Chairman, I am not out of order. The honourable 

junior, juvenile, inexperienced member for Green Bay should just sit 

and listen before he starts leaping in to making points of order. We 

have had the member for Bonavista South who continues to make a 

fool of himself. 

'MR. PECKFORD: Can I have a ruling on that, Mr. Chairman? Can I 

have a ruling on that? 

~- CHAI~AN (STAC,.Q_)-1_ The Chair is not prepared to accept the 

honourable the mei:iber for Green Bay's memory as a substitute for its 

own. Since the matter did escape the Chair, the Chair is not ~~epared 

to rule on the point of order raised by the ~inister of Finance. 

'MR. NEARY· Anyway, Mr. Chairman, we have not, this province has 

not taken full advanta~e of these special projects. We heard 

the Minister of ~unicipal Affairs today tell this honourable House 

that he has quite a comprehensive list of water and sewer requests 

in his department. 

t~ • CROSBIE: ---------
already. 

MR. NEARY: 

Point of order, ~r. Chairman. That has been discussed 

What has been discussed? 

~- CROSBIE: For three hours that has been discussed. Water and 

sewerage was. 

~- NF/IRY: Well I will make a statement of fact, Sir. It is a fact 

that the Minister of t-!unicipal Affairs ho.s a lonr. list that would 

str<'tch from hrre ov<>r to the ov.-rr11sR at nonov11m1, rf'qtu•st11 for 

wnt<"r nml !IC'Wl'r pro1<'rt!i In thil'I ;-rovlnce. 

/IN llflN. •1nfl'f.R: You nlrcn,ly P111lcl th11t. 
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}qi. NEARY ; Na I.did not say that before. I did not use such a 

colourful term before, Sir. When the Minister of Finance was home 

sleeping, I was most eloquently - he should have been here to hear 

me this morning. ~r. Chairman, there is no shortage of projects 

and yet Ottawa is left completely dumbfounded, left with the 

illlpression that the province have not been able to dream up, use 

their illlaginations, come up with projects. 

AN HON. ~'PIBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. NEARY: The honourable minister is not going to draw me out 

like that. He is not going to draw me out. Ottawa is completely 

dumbfounded. They do not ~now what is wrong with the province. 

Do you know what they did, ~r. Chairman? I would say, about a month 

and a-half or two months ago, a minister arrived in Ottawa with a 

list of projects, presented it to the Department of Pegional 

Economic Expansion, most of it water and sewerage projects. Back 

he comes, home to Newfoundland, informed the Minister of Finance 

and the Premier what he had done, Lo and behold! Do you know 

what happened on Sunday which is a holiday in Ottawa as well as in 

Newfoundland? An emerp.ency phone call, an urgent phone call; "Cancel 

the list. For r.od's sake cancel the list. Cancel it, I am going to send 

a new one on ~onday." This is the crowd that are going to do long-

-
range planning. ''Cancel the list, I will have another one up. to you 

on !'onday, special delivery." Another one ca!T'e up, I am not sure if 

itwere all approved or not. A lot of it was I suppose but the delay -

the point I am making, Sir, the delay - leavin~ Ottawa with the 

impression that ther,• are no projects in this province. 

I have already stated that we have the highest unemployment 

rate in the whole of Canada and the r,overnmPnt are dragging their 

heels, dragging their feet. This $12 million should have all been 

taken up \,'el?ks ar,o, Sir, and people should h,1.ve been workin~ at 

municipal proj~ct~ hy row. 

~- YOIINr.: (Inaudihlr) 

f'II. !\FAHY: No, "r. 1.halrman, T nm nfraid hf' mJr~ht try to put the 
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coppers·on my eyes. No. }'r. Chairman, no, I have nothinr but 'the 

stronp.est criticism f.~ the Minister of Finance and the Minister 

of Municipal Affairs and the r-<inister of Industrial Development for 

not taking advantage of this $12 million sooner. As I remarked a 

few moments ago, one hundred per cent of the labour costs of 

projects undertaken hefore the end of ~ay is forgivable. After 

that I think seventy-five per cent is forp.ivable. Every ~ay's 

delay is costing this province rnoney and denyin~ our people services 

that would result from these special make-work projects. Apart 

from creating badly needed jobs for our people, Sir, it would create 

some badly needed services, give some badly needed facilities to some 

of the unserviced parts of Kewfoundland. 

I ask the minister why the delay? What is the hang up? 

If the Minister of Industrial Development is stuck for a list, go 

down and drag down, take down off the shelf, the list of water and 

sewerap.e and say; "Here you go, Str,•you can have it approved tomorrow. 

I can guarantee you that, Mr. Chairman." 

There is about two and a-half or three million dollars 

lying up there. The Minister of Finance is worried about the 

insignificant interest on it. What is the interest? Seven and a quarter? 

It is seven and something, seven and a quarter or seven and three 
\ 

quarters, a lot better than you can do at the bank, Sir, hut that is 

not the important thing. It is repayable over a period of fifty 

years#I believe fifty years. fifty into three million dollars? Who 

is the mathematician in the group? How much would it cost us a year 

for interest? Most of it is forgiven and I would say five or ten 

years from now it will he all forgiven and the r.overnment of Canada 

will wipe it off, write it off. Uncle Ottawa up there ,who .1ust dumped 

$24 million in the lap of the ~inister of Finance,will write it off 

and forp.et about it. It would not be their first time, Sir. They 

are tryinp. to create jobs, tryinp, to make work, tryinp. to help solve 

the une-!Tlployment problem and the·, do not understand and I do not 

hlame them because I do not understnn~. nobody understnnds why the 
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Tory Administration is blockin~ this, why they have not taken 

advant.::ige of it sooner. Why? r.:in the mi.nister tell me why? 

There is no shortape of projects. People are waiting for approval 

of projects so that they can ~et a job to support their families, 

get them off welfare. 

HR. WILSON: (Inaudihle) 

MR. NEA~Y..:._ No, it is LIP money they are using over there. All 

this money is made available by the Government of Canada, the 

gr_eat Liberal Government up there in Ottawa.,and the Tory Government 

down here is not taking advantage of it. What more can they do? 

What more can Ottawa do? They have to send their officials down 

here to dream up pro.1ects when the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

has all kinds of them - town halls, water and sewerar,e, artesian 

wells. Well artesian wells are not labour intensive. 

/IN HON. HE!IJIEP: (Inaudible) 

MR. NEARY: No, that is right. It has to be labour intensive. Water 

and sewerage, Sir, digging water and sewer lines by hand. Last summer 

over on Bell Island sixty-five men were out di~ging a water line by 

hand, sixty-five men who would ordinarily be on welfare. After the 

first week, after they got the blisters on their hands and got the 

kinks out of their backs, after the first week when they got their 

pny cheques they did not worry about manual labour. 

~- YOUNG: At the beach I guess. 

!1R,NF.ARY~ N0, it was not at the beach. 

HP .• YOUNG: They went to the beach - oh yes! 

]~. NF.ARY_:_ Dh yes, they went to the beach and they went to ~iddleton 

Avenue. The first pay cheque they had, the first pay cheque that most 

of them had since 1966. 

~ • YOl"NC : Thank the Tory Govermnent. 

Y-fR • NF..A PY : No, the Liberal Government did that, the slush fund my 

honourahle friend talked nbout. This is the same thing, this is 

prf'cisely the s.imc thinr, hen•, Sir, special pro_1ects. It was referreri. 

to hy th.,t crowd ovt>r th,•rP when thPy were ovrr _here as a slu!Jh fund. 
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It is not a slush fund, ~fr. Chairman. 

~- YOUNG : 0n a point of order, ~•r. Chairman. Is it right tp 

refer to members on this side of the House as a crowd? Is that 

parliamentary? 

MR. CHAIRMAN ( S-X:.~G) : This matter was drawn to my attention by 

my officials. We searched diligently for a niling on the words 

"crowd" and "bunch" or other words which denote a p:roup of people. 

It is not unparliamentary. The tone in which some honourable members 

use the word tend to be unparliamentary at times but,however, it 

does not fall within the prohibited expressions. However, the 

manner in which the honourable member used them may evoke 

unparliamentary reRponses. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, ~r. Chairman. I cannot help it if I raise 

my voice. That ismy style, Sir, the tone of my voice. I have no 

control over it. I get emotional, I get carried away, I get provoked 

by members over there. ~aybe I should keep my voice down, Sir. Maybe 

I should raise 1t today to keep the Minister of Finance awake to hear 

what I have to say, because it is a fact that this government have 

not taken advantage of the $12 million as fast as they should. As a 

result the Government of Canada as sincere,as it might be in trying 

to create make work projects in this province, are having their 

cause defeated by the Tory Administration here who are, blocking it. 

The initiative, ~r. Chairman, and I point this out because it is 

important, the initiative has to be taken by the province. Granted 

the projects have to be approved by Ottawa in conjunction with the 

province but the initiative has to be taken by the province. I contend 

that as of this moment they have no initiative and they have failed• 

miserably to take advantage of this special works money as quickly as 

they should have. 

On motion, 03-13, carried. 

MR. CHAIRPA~(STAC:G): Shall 1911-04-01 carry? 
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On motion, 1911-04-01, carried. 

"'R. NF.ARY: ~r. Chairman, what is this $75,000 for? Urban renewal 

and plannin~ studies. Does this have anything to do with the 

Kostaszek Report? 

MR. COLLINS: No, ~r. Chairman, that is planninp, studies. The old 

headinf( was Urban Renewal and plannin~ Studies but there is very 

little of that, practically none of it going into urban renewal 

studies. This is strictly planning studies. 

On motion, 04-04, carried. 

MR. NEARY: Could the minister tell us what is meant here by 

regional appeals boards? 

'MR. COLLINE_:_ Gladly. Only about a week ago we announced the 

dissolution of the provincial apppeal board in this honourable House 

and announced the appointment of three rep.ional appeal boards, one 

in Corner Brook, one in Gander and on in St. John's. This covers the 

cost, 

On motion, 04-05, carried. 

¥R. NF.ARY'. Would the honourable minister tell us where engineerin7. 

surveys are being conducted at the present time, Hr. Chairman? 

t-'R. COLLINS: These are engineering surveys which will be conducted 

this year in various places across the pu,vince at the request of 

the various municipalitie11 r,eneraJly for water and Rewer deRiFn. 

?-'P • NEARY : Would the honourable minister tell us where then these 

enr,ineerin~ surveys will he conducted? 

l"R. COLLINS: It is very difficult. to say, Mr. Chairman, where they 

will he done as the ~equests are from verious parts of the province 

askinf( that they be done. 

On motion, 02-06. carried. 

HR. CHAIR'-'AN (STA.:-()_:_ 

f-{R. NF.ARY: Is this the artesian well vote? No. 

!-f!1. NF.ARY: Is 1t? Oh! 

~fll. rrn.t. r~,~ · I do not ~now Rhout the Rrt~sfnn well v~te but this is 
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the programme which ~:as in Community and Social Development, the 

unin·corporated comrnuni ties. 
~ 

1-'R. NEARY: Oh! Well now, let me see, ~r. Chairman, if we have 

any reouests for artesiam wells. Can the minister tell us, while 

I am looking over my list here, where artesian wells will be 

drilled this year? I have one reouest here, Sir, one or two 

requests, one from r.hanr.e Islands; the residents down there would 

li~e to hnve an artesinn well and I ima~ine that the minister has 

the list, I woula like to hear whether they are ~oing to drill an 

artesian well down there this year so the people can have some drinking 

water? 

The residents of Quirpon would like to have an artesian 

well. Does the minister have a list in front of him? Could he see 

if Change Islands or Quirpon are on his list? Well will the minister 

make a note of it? 

MR. COLLINS: Change Island would.not be under this vote. You have 

alrE:ndy passed the •,ote for Chanf?e Islands because this is 

unincorporated and Change Islands is a town that. is incorporated. 

MR. NEARY: It is incorporated. Well, would the honourable minister 

make a note on the Quirpon one? 

MR. COLLINS: Quirpon? 

~- NEA_~Y..:.. Yes, make a note of it and check it when you go down and 

let the people down there know if they are going to get it, 

~ffi.. COLLINS· Do you have a cony of the letter? 

~. mA_~Y: Sure, here, ~r. Chairman. I would be ~lad to let the 

minister have a copy. Can we get the Clerk of the Housr or the Law 

Clerk or somebody to take this over? There are only two places. I 

think there is going to be $300,000 spent on artesian wells this year. 

Mr. Chairman, will public tender be called on these artesian wells? 

I do not know if it has been the prac~ic~ to call tenders or not. I 

think there are probably one or two at the most three_ 

AN HON. '~BER: Two. 

~- }'EARY: Two operators in this province who have the equipment to 
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drill artesian wells. I would like to know jf the honourable 

minister intends to call public tenders and if the contracts will 

be awarded to the lowest tender and if he would ~ive us some idea 

where artesian wells are poin~ to be drilled this su=er? 

MR. COLLINS: ~r. Chairman, I cannot provide a list of where wells 

might or might not be drilled. That is an unreasonable request. 

With regard to calling tenders, there are only two outfits in the 

province which do the work. We have introduced stricter controls 

than have ever been used in the past. It is a very difficult thin~ 

to control because one never knows how far down one has to go to 

find water. 

MR. MARTIN: 

As a pror,ramme this is working out reasonably well. 

(First part inaudible) development and we have heard 

it referred to as for artesian wells. Is it specifically for 

artesian wells or is it for any water system to unincorporated areas? 

?AR. COLLINS~ It is for water services in unincorpor3ted areas. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, when I was responsible for runninJ?, 

that operation, the officials of my department provided me at one 

point with a list of communities and the cost. 

MR. COLLINS~- You certainly did not do much about it,with all the 

places still left. 

MF. W.N.ROWE: We tried, but the amount of money involved is so 

pathetically small, With a list of the communities and the amounts 

involved here, can the minister give some ~eneral - it is unreasonable 

really to expect him to co~e out with where two thousand dollars mipht 

be spent, because waterlines might -break durin? the winter and this 

sort of thing, but c,n he give us some general idea as to how much 

money is needed now to clear up the demands, the needs in unincorporated 

co1'1l!lunities for reasonahle wnter services, plastic hose and that sort 

of thinr.; maybe a well or two or dams? 

~ ..:... .C..~~~T~?~. ~•r. Chair,,,an, I mentioned a fi~ure of $700 million a while 

a~o in the-

f-!R. W.N.POl/F: $700,000. - ---- 4 . .. 
~ . r.oLL ms: Jncorpnr~trrl area~. If you look 2t all the places irt 
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Net.1foundland which are not incorporated, whether they will ever need 

water or not and a lot of them do I know, whether they will be 

prepared to spend sone money themselves and obtain p.overnment 

suhsidies in the orovision of water services.I really do not know. 

It is a difficult thin~ to project but in the event that they did 

all desire to have runninr. water and taps, they would be lookin~ at 

double that cost. 

On motion, 1914-01, carried. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: ~an the minister give any general ideas as to what 

is the course of development this year under the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Housing Corporation? Any ma1or projects planned? 

MR. COLLINS:· Hr. Chairman, if I might for a moment refer to what is 

called the small loans programme of the corporation. 

"'11 .• COLLINS: It is a fair size loan now, because we increased the 

ceiling of six thousand dollars to_nine thousand dollars. That is 

for rural parts of the province and the reason for increasin~ it was 

that the six thousand dollars did not permit people to complete the 

project and very often we found that the borrower went to other 

sources like banks or finance companies and got himself or herself 

involved in second or third payments. By increasing the loan to 

nine thousand dollars, that is just about meeting the needs of the 

more rural sections of the province. 

I have a list here some place,if I can find it,of the 

number of loans which were made. 

PR. W.N.POWF.: 

:MR. COLLINS· 

Would the minister table the list when he finds it? 

Yes, it has heen a lon!l night. We will certainly 

table the list which shows the number of jnquiries which we have had, 

the numher of loans which were made and the number of applications 

which 11re now in the processinp. star,e _. That is for the small loans 

pro~ramme, 

With re~ard to land devP]opment, I have already explained 
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that a couple of times before during the night sometime. With . 

re~ard to subsidized re~tal units, we will be building more this 

year than we were before,in various places such as, Burin, Grand 

Bank, Trepassey, r.an<ler, St. John's, Shea Heights. Some of those 

mi~ht change, the numbers might change because we might find that 

depending upon contract prices etc. we have had ten planned for a 

place and we might increase that to twenty. In another area we 

mip.ht have to reduce it,so I would not want to say how many in any 

particular area at this time. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, when the minister does table what 

ever list he has there, will there be an indication as to (I do not 

want names obviously) but an indication as to where the people 

live, some idea as to distribution. I ask that for a valid reason, 

Sir. 

MR. COLLINS: I have the list I was looking for. The total number 

of inquiries received 1,703, the nurnber of loans made 384, 

the number of loans in process, in different stages of processinr, 

318, the numher of inauiries which we receive daily about 

14 (that is the average), the number of people visited or with whom 

we are dealing, (it is almost a personalized service because very 

often title of land is involved and people do not know how to go 

about it. The lawyers'services are too expensive for them to be 

able to avail of them.) 

MR.!... W.N.ROH~ 

MR. COLL I~JS : 

HR. WOODWARD: 

Is ~rr. Evans still in chari?e of it? 

Mr. Evans is still in charµe. He is a fine man. 

Mr. Chairman, before we pass this subhe:,d, maybe the 

l'linister can inform the committee,if he recalls tenders going out 

last year for, I think, forty units in Happy Valley? Throug~ some 

turn of events, either there was no tendering on them or the tender 

was withdrawn. Is it the intention of t~e Newfoundland and Labrador 

Jlousin~ Corporation to put this out to tender again? Will those 

forty urdts be built this yc-ar? :'.t the same tir:ie, maybe the minister 

can advh•e the comrnf ttN· if T.:ihrador 1.il"f'rhoard is looking for housini; 

(342 
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under this project? Will there be any in addition to the forty . 

they have planned for 1;1-PPY Valley-Goose Bay? 

r.'R. COLLINS : Yes, ~r. Chairman, tenders were called and the 

prices came in very high which was a little discouraging. In the 

meantime, we are waiting now to see exactly what is going to 

happen with rer.ard to the bRse, because there is a possibility 

that we mi~ht not need them. If the corporation see that the 

houses are needed,and they are watching it closely, then we shall 

go to tender for chem again. 

~- WOODWARD: For the information of the committee and the 

minister, I would like to add that there has been a pretty heavy 

demand on the houses that will be available from USAF which are 

being turned over to the Department of Transport. As recently as 

~ast week the school boards along with the vocational school 

committee (the new vocational school that is opening in Happy Valley} 

made representation to the Project.Group Co'IIUl'littee and the 

Department of Transport could not give any housing to - I should 

not say any housing but I think they are looking for somewhere in the 

vicinity of thirty-five houses and they could only give the school 

boards nineteen units. I feel in this respect . there will be no 

surplus housing made available by the Department of Transport to 

the community. 

This is what we are looking at now. The school boards are 

screaming, they are negotiatinJ!; with private real estate people to see 

if they can have sufficient housing to equip them for the coming school 

season. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, could we have a head count to see if 

there is a ouorum in the House? 

MR. CROSBIE: There is a quorum, do not worry. Do not worry about it. 

An instant quorum. Quorum! Mr. Chairm."l.n, it is useful to have the 

informntion thr h0no11r:1hle p.entlrrum r,ivf'11. Thfn 1,1 n proh1rm that will 

v.et prforfty nttention. Whnt I wr.ntf!cl to nny, h&-,· 11uNc· tl,r. honournhl<-
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rentlerian .mentioned Labrador Linerboard, we have in_ the gallery 

this mornin~ the president, nr. InRraJT1,and the woodlands manager, 

?-fr. Johnson, and the mill m.anager. "I-fr. ·Chaimers. The mill has 

produced :!ts "first linerhoard, its own linerboard from its own wood 

chips. I de, not know ~hat this piece of linerboatd cost but 

an~y I saw a very nice little middle square this morning. It 

was quite good. 

Is there a sample? 

MR. CROSBIE: I will bring some up this afternoon, yes. Anyway 

that is just a by-the-bye. The housing situation is one that will 

receive attention. 

l-'R. NEARY:_ Mr. Chairman, 'Mr. In1.ram has been talked so much about 

in this House that we feel like he is an old friend. I am glad 

to hear, Sir, that they have produced their first linerboard and 

I do wish the project every success. Mr. Inp:ram will understand 

that there are certain things 

....,_ 
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that we havP. to do in this House, cross-examining ministers and 

so forth. The opposition in trying to get information from the 
~ 

government sometimes may apne~r as if they are trying to embarrass 

neonle, hrin~fn~ in personalities. I want to assure Mr. In~ram 

that this is not true. All we are doing is trying to get the 

facti'l and fi~ures so we can ii;et the information out to the people 

of Newfoundland. After all, it is their money that we are spending 

and thev have the rir.ht to know, Mr. Chairman, what we are doing 

with their mone:i, • I do wish the project every success. 

I want to ask the minister one question before I take 

my seat. Will the minister indicate to the committee how many 

public housinp, units will be built on Shea Heights this year? 

M'R. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I would not want to state a srecific 

amount. The corporation in co-operation with the householders 

W1ion and the review board are investigating the needs up there 

now. We are talking in terms I ~hink of maybe twenty-five or 

thirty. 

M'R. NEARY: I do not want to pin the minister down on that. The 

minister seems to think that it will be somewhere in the vicinity 

of twenty-five or thirty. There will be a minimum of twenty-five 

or thirtv, Mr. Chairman. I do not know whether that is good news 

for the - how many public housing units will be built on Shea 

Heights? What will be the total when they are all built? I 

think there is somethinr, like forty-six built there now. 

MR. COLL INS: There are forty-six or fifty up there now. 

M'R. NEAPY: Forty-six hunt. Mavhe another twenty-fiv~ or 

thirtv this year. That will' be seventy odd. 

!-'R. COLLINS: Which is a pretty f~ir number of subsidized rental 

units. 

!-'R. NEARY: I know it is a fair number but how many were recommended 

in the urb~n renewal nro.1ect in the beginning? 

MR. rOLLINS: There were recommendations that there was a need for 

a hundred houses. There is no recommenrlation as to whnt tvpe it 
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might have heen. We are reluctant to put in too many subsidized 

rental units. I think the home ownershf.p concept should be looked 

at very carefullv hecause sometf.mes that is better. 

On motion 1921-04 carried. 

MR. WOODWARD: Thinking in terms of the Harmon Corporation, I did 

not know that the honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing was responsible in this respect. I thought it would 

probably come under the senior minister in the Cabinet, the 

Minister of Industrial Develop_ment, the senior of the three senior 

ministers. He is not in his seat today. Maybe the honourable 

minister can give some information to the col!T1'littee. 

Thinking in terms now of the phase-out programme of the 

y_ 

American Air Force or the United States Air Force at Goose Bay and 

sometime during the formation of the Goose Bay project group which 

is represented hy some senior provincial officals as well as some 

senior federal officals and trying to find ways and means whereby 

you can have a legal entity to attach lands too if you wa~t to call 

it that or to aauire certain assets, I was wondering if maybe the 

honourable minister. I am sure that he is more than familiar 

with the Harmon Corporation. If not I aM sure that the assistant 

senior cabinet minister, the '-finister of Finance,would be more 

than famf.liar wfth the programme. :-fayhE> he could shed some 

lfght on this particular sub.1ect to the committee. I am 

wondering if we should think in terms of having a Goose or some 

other form of corporation set un under the same body or under the 

Municir>al Affairs ard Housing, the same as the Harmon Corporation, 

so that this particular group that is now a joint committee 

co-ordinating the nhase out of the United States Air Force and 

looking after surplus facilities,and facilities there will become 

available, havtnr thE' ~ame type of corporation with some legal 

entity so that vc c::in n<'p,oti:ite with other fC'dcral or provincial 

hod 1 es. '1,,vhc tla• m Inf,; ter c:r,111 d shed some' 11 ,-,:ht in that respect. 

?:946 
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We are lookinp. for' not only a grour, that is put top.ether 

or committee but we aa> 1.ooki.ng for some entity that can take the 

resoonsibility of havini? nossibly l .and transferred or property 

transferred - someone that the MOT officals or the federal off:l.cals 

can deal with as ~n authority and a lep.al entity. 

~- COLLINS: ~r. Chairman, the H11rmon Corporation has _just recently 

been transferred to my department and I am the minister r~sponsible 

for it. In fact therP is verv little that I know 11ho11t it because 

while it is in our estimates,it will he with us within a few days but 

~he chan~e has not 11ctu11lly taken place yet. I would suspect what 

might hanpen over there is that the housing would he passed over 

possibly to the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation. So 

far as othet: types of buildings are concen1ed,some of those might 

and some of them mip;ht not. Actually we have not have a good look 

at that yet. I am not so familiar with as to be able to go into 

any detail about it. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, before we go on, I understand there 

is a Harmon Act that brought the corporation into being. I was 

wondering maybe if the minister would p;ive some consideration to 

researching and maybe making recommendations to the Goose project 

groun as to how you go about setting up a legal entity in that 

respect whereby the same type of thing that the Harmon Corporation 

do have. ~aybe not the srune resnonsibilities hut the resoonsibilities 

probably cliffer or the concent differs from area to area. We are 

now searchi.ng for so111e legal boqv ~-•hereby we t11ke some action. We 

do not know what we are going to get involved in. 

~R. r.nLLINS: Ye:<:. Jt 111ip.ht very 1,•el] he worth-while. I would 

certainly be interested in tr.!!~inr with the honourable member on that. 

On motion 1gzl-OS carried. 

~m. NEARY: Mr. r.hairm11n, we have been several hours now on the estimates 

of the DC'nartment of ~•imidnal Affairs and llousiniz and I must say that 

l-•e h:we r-otten very 1 ittle inform:i.tion i.o far from the mini.stet". I am 
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going tc, _t-ry ' again, S1.r. I am goin~ to try to ret some information 

on Shea He-fp,hts, !Had:head Poa<l, llrban Renewal (capital), $30'4,600. 

r.ould the minister give us a breakdown of what that 

S3n4,600 is ~ntng to he used for 7 

MR. r.OLLIN~: Mr. rhairman, this must he the sixth or the seventh 

time since about six o'clock this morning. I will try it ap,ain. 

I have not p,ot a list and there Js not a list in existence anywhere. 

The money will h.e spent on repajr1np, overhead sewer lines. It w1Jl 

be spent on cleaning up some catch basins. It will ue spent on 

raising some houses higher on foundations, putting in new basements 

and things of that nature, general improvements. 

MR. NEARY: Would the minister have a breakdown in his department? I 

do not mind waiting for a day or so to get them. 

"-fR. C.OLLINS: I can get a copy in a ·few days. 

MR. NEARY: Yes. This mav he the easiest way to 11,et out of it, 1-'r. r.ha1nnan. 

Then we can get on with the other estimates. Hould the minister 

undertake to get a brcakdo~,n of that $304,600? I would appreciate it. 

I am not trying tc be smart. The people want this information. I am 

tryin~ to get it for them. 

MR. r.OLLINS: Okay. 

MR. NEARY: Thanks, Sir. 

On motion 1921-06-01 carried. 

t-'R. COLLINS: On 06-02, Corner Brook, S250,000. That is the Corner 

Brook Jlrhan Puumal Scheme on the West Side and this amount of 

money we think should finish that scheme. 

successful {lne. 

On motion 1921-06-02 carried. 

That has been a very 

~<R. NE/IRY: Can vou r Ive us a progress reoort on the J'>(undv Pond Urban 

ReneP;:il Develonment, Sir? I thinlr the l'linister was in Ottawa recently 

on some nepot1ations. ner,otiating fc,r additional fund~ for the project. 

I helieve thP M;1vor of St. John's accomnanied the mi.nister Perhaps 

the min1.ster c:nuld tel 1 11s the r,urpose of his visit to Ottawa and if he 

l348 
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had any luck in goupinr, a few more dol)ars out of Otta,,1a for that 

nroject. How much more it is going to cost to complete the nro.1ect! 

Give us a nrop;ress re.,ort and a hreakdown of this $750,000 that i!I 

p,oin~ to he snent on ~•11ndv roncl this year. 

M'P. ('OLLT~S: Y.lr. Chairm:in, we were to Ottawa. J went alon~ matnly 

with the mayor. The City of St. John's are the implementors of the 

ttrban Renewal Scheme in Mundy Pond as opposed to the Shea Heights 

where our department were the implementors. There has been a 

considerable overrun in terms of cost in Mundy Pond. I think it 

is about $1.5 million additioral going to be required. We are 

hoping to share that three ways. We nad a resonably successful 

meeting with Mr. Basford who is the Minister of Urban Affairs. 

There are no Urhan Renewal funds any more. The Urban Renewal 

Scheme.as such is out and I believe ri~htly so because it 

destroys too much in te!"llls of property and creates a lot of 

problems in terms of moving people - t"he bulldozer aoproach. 

So, there is no money available there. The officale of C111C 

and the city have carried out meetings since then. They are 

most hopeful that they will find some other pro~ramme whereby 

they can get some thrust showing from Ottawa, 

'fR. NEARY: What it really means and what it boils down to, ~r. 

Chairman, is that there is an overrun of $1,5 million,approximately 

$1.5 million. The minister thinks that that will be shared three 

ways, the Citv Council, the province and Ottawa. At the moment 

there is no commitment from Ottawa. Is there a commitment from the 

province that they will put in their share? 

J-!R. r.oLLINS: Yes. 

Y.IR. NEARY: There is a commitment from the province. They will put in 

one third. 

"'ffi. COLLINS: We will see what Ottnwa puts in. We wtll shnre with the 

cft y on th~ nthrr flftv r~r crnt. 
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MR. NEARY : So, there is a commitment that the orovince will put in 

one third. There is a cor.imitment from the city but so far there is 

no col"D'Tlitment from Ottawa. In the event that Ottawa cannot find the 

money because there is no vote for this now I understand, then will 

the province and the city go fifty, fifty on the deal? I can appreciate 

the minister up in Ottawa trying to save the poor,old province here a 

few dollars. We are not going to see the project grind to a stand

still. grind to a halt becnuRe Ottawa will not come across. The 

minister must realize that they had to put a deadlin~ on this. The 

city council have dates set to complete certain work over there. 

If you go beyond these dates the cost goes up. Would the minister care 

to comment on this? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, we are not hurting yet. There is work going · • 

on in there now. This money is enough for the work which is goin, on 

this summer, the nain work, streets, etc. We do not know for sure 

whether we will need more money or not. We are exploring the possibilitv 

of obtaining monev for an l.'rban Renewal Scheme from another vote. I 

do not know what their votes are. If we cannot get the money from 

Ottawa, then we "'ill have to look at trying to complete the scheme ouTselves. 

Of course there is always the possibility that it will be delayed a 

hit longer. One never knows because that is a considerable amount of 

money to find. The city are corrmitted to sharing and we are. I cannot 

see the federal govemment letting us down really. 

MR. SF.ARY: I oresume this will ~e mainly for water and sewerage and 

road work. 

On motion 1921-01-03 carried. 

MR. COLLINS: This is a vote, r,fr. Chairman, which shows the funding 

which is available from the nenartment of Regional and Ecomonic 

Expansion for vari.ons pro_jP.ctR some of which have starteil. !-'ore 

tenders 1-1ill be goinR on them ln the sorin~ and in th!! summer etc. 

Th~t is nenerallv on n ffftv -fifty ba~is , fifty per cent ~rant and 

~ fifty ner cent lonn. 

£950 
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'-'ll. NEAP.Y: Is this the t-•ork projects that I spoke nbout a moMent 

ago? 

'fR. cnLLI:!~: 'No. 

,~. NEAPY: Oh, it is not. 

MR. COLLINS: This generally reflects work in the second DFEE agreement 

and the revision to the second nREE agreement. "ainly it is infrastructure. 

"r. Chairmnn, another list of winter c;mitnl works projer.t"i. 

This is a fairlv larr.e one. This was approved yesterday. Tt can he 

tahled if honourable memhers wanted to have a look at it. l can 

read it out. You would like to hear it all read? 

MR. NEARY: There 1 s no need to have it all read out. lTnl.e!'3s the 

honourahle minister wants to read it out? I do not mind. I will 

stay here till s:l.x o'clock tomorrow morning. 

"~. COLLINS: I will read it in a counle of minutes. 

Bad~er's Ouay,fire hall, practically $14,000) Baine Harbour, 

dam and water line construction, Sl7,000; Bav ~oherts road construction, 

$50,000; Reaumont Are.a,muni.cipal building, $15,0f,OJ Renoit's r.ove, 

breakwater and water line construction, $164,nrm, llotwood,municioal 

nark, $25,000; ~ranch,recreational facilities, $30,000; Brent's 

Cove, ~,ater supplv ancl rink construction, $33,000; Carmanville, 

municinal buildin~, $14,000, These are annroximate fip.ures. When 

they come to the oress they are goinir ·to he a little different .• 

r.atalina,olay?,round, $77,000; Chance Cove,municinal building, $25,000; 

Comfort Cove,municioal building, $32,000; Crow Pead,municipal 

nark and skatinF rink, $28,oon; r,~pids,retainin~ ~all construction 

Project, $25,000; E.~stnort,water line extension, $40,')00; Embree, 

muni.dnal hui.ldi.ng, $8,000; r.ander,solid wa-st·e disnosal site, $26,()00•, 

Crand Bank,municfn;il works dPnot, $30,nnn; r.rand Falls,municfoal 

park, $38,f)OO; H;1rho-r r,reton,ro:icl constrnction, SRS,'H)Oj llarhour 

r.r;ic-P,reconstructfnn nrole~t. Sfi2,nnn; Heart's ~ontent,muntcfnal 

h111lclln"., S2'i,nOn; l!nlvrnnc1,m11nlclnal huildln~, SRr.,nnn; Lewisnt'rte, 

,;uhdivislon clevelonment, $!15,f'OO·; "i.llto1,•n,comm11n:ltv 1mnrnvr.ment, $26,000; 
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~ing' s ,Bight, munic1.pal building construction project, $21 ,oro ;. Mount 

''oriah ,set-:er line extension, $15, 0()0; Northern Arm, municipal 

buildinp., $33,000; Port Rexton,comrr.untty center, $48,000; Pound 

Cove.conmun1tv center, Sl7,000; !'!iver of Ponds,commun1.ty center, 

$23,000, St. Alban's,solid waste disposal site $10,000; St. 

Bride's,municipal buildinr,, S20,000; St. Jac~ues,Rwimming pool, $15,000~ 

Victor1a,muntc1pal buildin~. $50,000 (thnt is Victoria Carbonear); 

Winterland,municioal bu1lrlinll; construction,$30,000; Woodstock,road 

reconstruct:1.on a.id recreational facilities construction pro1ect, 

$40,000; New cribbing for a fish landing reconstruction project at 

New Harbour, $25,000; r.reen's Harbour~long-11ner trawler construction 

project, $25,000. 

AN HONOURABLE m:MBER: A fine lot of work. 

MR. NEARY: The member for Gander was not exactly behind the door when 

the goodies were being nassed out. There is nothing, absolutely 

nothing in there for Labrador. I do not recall anything in the 

previous list for Labra~or. What is wrong with poor old Labrador? 

What is wrong with my honourahle friend's district down there? I 

am sure that he will get up now and he will tear into the administration 

for not approving some projects for his district. Why not "3pread it 

around? no not put it all in r.ander. There is a fair arnount of it in 

Gander. There are four if not five proiects there for the district 

of Gander. T do not ber,rudp,e the honourable member -

There are two. 

MR. NEARY: No. There are. four or five. T do not ber,rudr.e it to the 

honourable menber. He :Is 1n trouble enour,h out in his Jistrict trying to mend 

a few fences. Well. you cannot blame the minister for that. For 

heaven sakes,spread it around a little hit and think of Labrador when 

you are apnroving these projects! 

n.. ~ARTIN: Mr. Chairman, my criticism of thts particular item is the 

same criticism that I have leveled at just about every denartment, 

~hat is the lack of information from this building for the general 

nuhlic. T think the first batch were 11lreadv announced and the second 

~952 
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was just about corn,...leted before 'I personallv foun~ out anything about 

it. I must sav that I have had co-oneration in rett1n~ mv nrojects 

into the next one coming up. Hopefully they will be approved. I 

think a little more could havP heen done at the start fn Rettfng 

the information re~ardin~ this particular pro~ramme out to the 

communities involved. 

On motion 19~1-07 carried. 

On motion 1971 carried. 

On motion 1972 carried. 

On motion Head XIX carried. 

Head Y.X, Provincial Affairs and Environment. 

~- NEAPY: t-<r. Chairman, I really do not want to say anything about and 

I am seriously tempted to say nothin~ because the Department of 

Provincial Affair:<i and Environment is so ineffective. l'nless the 

minister provokes me, Sir, I do not think we will even debate it. 

We will 1ust let it ro throu1:h. Forget about 1t. We would not 

waste 011r t1me, Slr. 

There is only one matter that I want to raise and that is 

the matter of the environmental nanap:ement and control. That seems 

to be in a hit of a shamhles, Sir. I understand that the m1nister 

has advertised in the papers on the Mainland for a qualified engineer 

to replace ~r. Oakley. Well, I hope fhat he gets one soon, Sir, because 

there are a number of hig,huge 7 important orojects r.oing ahead in 

the province at the present time, the oil refinerv. 

MR. Hir.KEY: ~r. Chairman, might I_ make a sur.r~stion to mv honourable 

friend. Would he :w':"ee that ve ~o throui,;h the Provincial Affn1rA 

nart and deal with the envlroment nart? 

}fP. NEARY: I.et her rin, ~r. Ghairman. 

On mot-Ion 2001-01 to 2()01-01-03 carried. 

On motion 2002-01 to 2002-02-n2 carried. 

On motion 2003-01 c-arried. 

On inot:fon 2004- 01 to,2rJf'l4-04-02 carr1 ed. 

On motfnn 2005-01 to 20f'l5-02-0l corrfcd. 
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On motion 2006-01 to 2006-03-01 carried, 

~r. r.h~i~n, I do not really have much to say with 

re~ard to the matter raiserl by my honourahle friend. I ~resume 

IB-10 

that he il'l talkin11 at-out the two resignations. Tt is true th;it we have 

run advertisments in the province and in fact right across the 

country hecamie we hel1eve that we need rood neople he1ultn$> up 

this division. We felt that because we need professional types 

that we should advertise in other provinces rather than locally. 

I can certainly inform the Rouse that we have received a number 

of applications, I might add a number of good ones, good prospects. 

I should say, Sir, that the fears expressed by some 

branches of the news media and I believe some members of the opposite 

side when the resismations were announced, certainly there is no 

cause for such frars. I have always felt, ~r. Chairman, that none of 

us are indispensable. No matter what our joh might he, no matter 

how imoortant our job may he, no matter how professional we may be, 

there is always someone to rer>lace us. That is not to ta~e anything 

away from the two gentlemen who worked in this division. 

As to the reasons for the resignations; the reason for the 

resignation of Mr. Oakley I believe is cuite evident. Re has obtained 

a position in Ottawa, a rather lucrative position. While some people 

might suggest -

AN HONOURABLE ME!-'BER: Quorum. 

MR. CHAIR.\~AN: We have a quorum. 

MR. HICKEY: While some people might su~gest, 'Ir. r:hairman, that his 

reasons were other than to hetter himself, I would cha1len~e that. 

It mi~ht well he that he has· some feelin~s as to what we should be 

doin~. As all honourahle memhers realize, we hav~ to divide what 

funds we have availahle throur,hout the service. No mtnister I would 

surr,est, S1r, r.ets evervthing that h~ w?nts or wishe~. 

The su~r.;estion that this rovernmPnt hav~ not naid attention to 

the environment divisfon certainl~, does not hold true. I do have some 
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fip;ures which I c;in nrnvicle as to thr. amount of nonev snent in thi.i:; 

division. rertai.nlv, '·1r. f.hairm;m. it must he remP!"'hered that this 

aclmtnistratinn snv fti tn renlace the f.lean Air, Water and Soil 

Authoritv and nut ci1at resnonsihtlity ind line denartment. Some 

people might ,,•ell wonder whv it went in Provincial Affairs. I 

believe and I think the reason government did place it in this 

departnent was to five it the emphasis that it deserves rather 

than have it in another department where it might well take 

secon~ olace or get lost in the shuffle if it were in maybe 

a more technical department. So, any criticism of this adminjstration 

plaving down as it were the environment division or indeed the 

imnortance of nrotectinv. the envi•ronment, control ling the 

environment is verv much unfounded and without basis. I think in 

the years that lie ahead, in the very near future,this government 

will show in many other ways its interest and concern for protecting 

the environment. I do not think that there is any doubt at all as 

to the priority we n!ace or. it. 

' ~y only answer to the criticism of budget or budgetary rei;traints 

is that we do not p,et evervthing we ,,,ant, we cannot get everything t,•e 

want and we just have to make do with what we have for the time being, 

"'R. W. ROWE: ~r. Chairman, could the minister p,ive us the latest 

renort on the ERCO spill? What is the situation now? 

~- Hlf.KEY: ~r. Chairman, the situation at F.RrO,h1rned on the late!'!t 

information that I have, a couple of davs a,i:o,is that ft i!'I completely 
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cleaned up. l'he harbour has been dredii;ed for the particles that 

might have remained after the solid. material was removed from 

the harbour and there was a small amount in the wharf and steps 

were taken to seal off the wharf at the water level, from the 

water level up. My officials insisted that the wharf be dismantled 

in that particular area and that whatever phosphorus that might 

be there'be removed. It is my understanding that the federal 

officials have insisted on the same thing. 

The only other thing that I can say on it is that we 

are awaiting the court case. We do not feel that we should go 

back to ERCO and make any demands because whether or not there 

werenegli~ence or neglect on the part of ERCO is something which 

will be determined by the court and until such time as that I do 

not feel that we should move any further. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): Mr. Chairman, a couple of questions of the honourable 

minister: (1) Has there been any known biological aftereffect as 

a result of this or anything in the sea at all affected by it? 

No. (2): The minister says that they should not make any 

demands of ERCO pending the outcome of the court case to see if 

ERCO showed any neglect or negli~ence but -

MR. NEARY: No quorum in the House again, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAtRMAN: We have a quorum. 

MR. ROWE{W.N.): The minister says he should await the outcome of 

the court case to see if there is any neglect or negligence on the 

part of ERCO. Well on that, Mr. Chairman, negligence is something 

which usuall~ applies to people going about ordinary activities, 

driving a car, the reasonable man concept and all that kind of 

thing. If you are in fact dealing with very highly dangerous, 

destructive substances,negligence does not enter into it really. 

What enters into it is that the person handling or using this 

kind of a substance acts as a p,uarantor really that this will not 

happen. It is not a question of whether reasonable precautions 

were taken. The question is really as to whether everythinp, 

l956 

JM - 1 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1217 

absolutely known to manki~d really was utilized in order to prevent 

this type of thinR from happening. · Now the case is before the 

court,as the minister says,but is there any indication now. 

not that F.RCO were neRli~ent or not but is there any indication 

that they are now takin~ steps for example to make sure themselves 

that this will not happen again? They are called upon in a case 

like this not merely to act as reasonable men would act,they are 

called upon to take every conceivable precaution known to the 

industry, known to man. Is there any indication,in other words 

that they are taking this kind of a step? 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, the answer to the first question is no, 

there has been no damage to any fish. The count has been very low. 

within some fifty feet, forty feet of the actual spill. The count 

was something like point two per billion. So it was very low, 

because of the type of spill it was as opposed to the previous 

one some years ago. 

The second question,I felt that my honourable friend 

would assume that we as a government and myself as the minister 

responsible would certainly make some reasonable demands or 

logical demands immediately upon ERCO,which I did,to take . the 

necessary precautions and any precautionary measures that they 

could take immediately to ensure that this would not happen again. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No quorum. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We have a quorum. 

MR. HICKEY: What I meant, Mr. Chairman, when T said we would await 

the outcome o'f the court case, I have to disarrf:'e with my honourable 

friend when he says that negligence does not play a part or that 

it plays a rather small part. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): If the honourable minister would allow me to clear 

it up because it is an important point. Negligence certainly plays 

a part but what we are talkinr. about p,oes beyond ner,ligence. In 

other words the der,ree of care, the duty on them,that they must 

fulfill,r,oes far bf:'yoml the ordinnry conn~pt of n,·p:lfrence. The 

JM - 2 
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concept of negligence under the law is that you take reasonable 

precautions and no man is required t? take precautions that are -

You know if you are driving a car along the road you are not 

required under the concept of negligence to be liable for say 

any latent defects that reasonable inquiry would not have found 

out. For example,if you did not know about them and reasonable 

diligence would not have found out about them,you are not liable 

under the concept of ne~ligence. But when you are dealing with 

something which is highly dangerous, highly destructive.the duty 

of care, the degree of care that must be taken goes far beyond 

the ordinary concept of negligence. It puts the person into the 

position of almost an absolute guarantor that this will not 

happen. They take all precautions, not only reasonable but far 

beyond the concept of reasonability. So negligence is there but 

it is subsumed under the greater concepts of taking every conceivable 

precaution. 

That is the point, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, may I just very quickly point out what 

we have done. We immediately made demands on ERCO to investigate 

fully the cause. We knew where the spill took place and we knew 

that there was a leaky tank so we impr~ssed upon them and in fact 

demanded that they immediately take precautionary measures to use 

a different type of tank, namely,stainless steel inside of the 

type they were using.so there was double protection there,and 

other things as well. But, Mr. Chairman, the point that is more 

important,because of • he nature of the product that is being 

produced at Long Harbour and the effects that it can have on the 

fishery,is simply this and this is where the area of negligence 

comes in: If ERCO were to take all precautionary measures and were 

to be perfect corporate citizens insofar as we could see up to this 

point in time .and they hnd co-o~ernted fully but if in a court case 

they were found to be ne~]lr,ent,that in fact they did not take all 

the prt-caution neceBBnry 11!'!!'!11minr, they had the proper equipment, 

JM - 3 
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there is the· area of human error or negligence or carelessness. If 

this were found certainly I would su~gest that this government 

would have to take a much more serious view of the whole 

sit~ation. In fact T would go so far as to say that if this were 

to be determined as the cause of that spill, I think we would 

have to take into account the possibilities of putting a stop 

board around that plant in order to protect the fishermen. 

HR. MARTIN: Mr. Chairman, this particular division I do believe 

is going to prove to be one of the most important of all divisions 

of any department of government that we have. It is all very well 

to talk about pollution cleanup and piddling sums for pollution 

control such as we have here. I submit, Sir, that pollution 

control goes far beyond simply going into an existing operating 

industry and trying to make them tow the line. I think the 

honourable minister has a unique responsibility on his shoulders. 

It depends upon how well he manages and administers this 

department or this particular division of his department, how 

well he does this will determine exactly what kind of a province 

we are going to have twenty-five or fifty or a hundred years 

hence. 

In short he has taken upon himself the responsibility 

to protect for our children and grandchildren the environment 

that we have now,and that is in my opinion a very, very heavy 

responsibility. We have been dealing with problems created 

through mismanagement of our resources or mismanaP,ement of our 

economy in the past but that is neither here nor there as the 

mistakes have been made and they are there to be dealt with. 

I submit that the most important form of environmental control 

that the honourable minister can exercise right now is to make 

sure that any future industrial development that is going to be 

carried out in this province is not the kind that we have been 

just dealing with, the ERCO plant; is not the oil refineries. 

A prominent member of the former r,nvrrnmr.nt was making 

JM - 4 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1217 

a comment on a statement that what we were going to see driving 

through the Isthmus of the Avalon was nothing but smog and smoke 

and industrial pollution from one end of it to the other and his 

comment was that the stink that we would run into on the highway 

would not be a stink of pollution but the sweet smell of success. 

JM - 5 

I sincerely hope that this is not the attitude of this administration. 

I would say, Sir, that the only effective means of 

pollution control is to make sure that any potential for pollution 

is eliminat~d before it even begins and ensure that we do not 

encourage this type of dirty,heavy industry that we have been 

forced to pay out so many dollars on in the past. 

On motion, 2007(01) through 2007(02)(04), carried. 

2007(02)(05) - Public Information: 

MR. R0WE(W .N.): Mr. Chairman, what public information does the 

honourable minister have in mind? Some kind of a brochure or a 

weekly newspaper or what? 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chaiman, the division during the last year and 

possibly since the Clean Air, Water and Soil Authority was 

established felt that one of the areas in which there had to 

be something done was by way of public information to make 

people more aware of the importance of controlling the environment 

and so on. Admittedly this is not a great amount of money but 

this year there is an attempt to be made to start this programme, 

to attempt to get some kind of a pamphlet or a leaflet or some

thing of this nature as well as any other areas that we might 

be able to involve 01rselves in, to make at least some kind of a 

start by way of public relations to let people know that it is 

important to keep our countryside clean, that it is important 

to control the garbage disposal areas and so on straight across 

the province. 

Really,as I snld,we do not profess to have the answer 

to th~ whnlr prohl~m of r•~I Ir informntlon but nothln~ WAS done 

In till' pn~t nnrl thlt1 I~ n Ntnrt. All I hnve to say is that we 

(!}60 
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must start somewhere and we are making that start this year. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, is there any money? Will the 

government be doing their own public information or will this be 

a contractual agreement with McLean or some other organization? 

HR. RICKEY: No, Mr. Chairman, there ia no intention of hiring 

people to do slines or anythinr,. 

HR. WOODWARD: No, $4,000 slides or anything like that? 

MR. HICKEY: I am sure that the criticism afforded may come and 

the past certainly should indicate that the amount of $5,000 

is not sufficient -

MR. WOODWARD: Not sufficient to get involved. 

MR. RICKEY: Well, not sufficient according to the honourable 

gentlemar opposite. 

On motion, 2007(02)(05), carried. 

2007(03)(01) - Professional Fees: 

MR. WOODWARD: Maybe the minister could explain professional fees, 

what type of people are they looking at and the nature of the 

profession they are going to research. 

HR. HICKEY: Well, Mr. Chairman, this is usually in the form of 

various consultants or consulting firms. We have a study under 

way at the moment regarding solid waste disposals in the greater 

St. John's Area. That one by the way is being cost-shared by 

federal, orovincial and municipal. Whatever the problem might 

be that may come up,if my officials feel that they do not have 

the expertise or the time to really do the job . if a quick study 

has to be done, then "·hat we usually do is bring in a consultant 

or hire an engineering firm to gather the information for us. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, will this be done by hiring consulting 

firms or will this go through individual people who are already 

now engaged in providing professional services to the government? 

How does the minister go about g~ttinr professional people in 

this field? 

MR. HTCKEY: Mr. Ch11irm.1n, to my knowlt"clr.e there hnR not bP.en any 

I 11 "" ·t -· ., t) 
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contracts or projects awarded to individuals. It might well be an 

individual doing the job, it might ·well be one man, one engineer 

doing the particular project,but our _dealings would be with a 

firm and that firm having been requested and awarded a project to 

attend to would then, of course, delegate or designate a particular 

official. 

On motion, 2007(03)(01) throu~h 2007(03)(04), carried. 

2007(03)(05) - Waste Management Sites: 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, does the minister have any idea of 

the number of sites that they will be developing, the areas? 

Could he pin down the location of the particular sites that will 

be for waste 1112nagement sites? How many municipalities they will 

be looking at throughout the province and what areas? Do you 

have a :list of them? There is quarter of a million dollars for 

it. Is Robin Hood Bay the only one? 

MR. HICKEY: I do not have an exact or a detailed list of the 

sites that we are going to develop because this is a lump swn 

of money and the sites will be determined during the year. I do 

have some information that I can give the committee. A portion of 

the $250,nno includes provision for the relocation of the Pouch Cove, 

Torbay, Bay Bulls and Whitbourne waste disposal sites. There are 

approximately fifteen new sites throughout the province in 

unincorporated areas and part of this money would include such 

items as was~e management, setting up the committee and giving 

them possibly whatever help we can to ~et them organized. 

On motion, 2007(03)(05) through 2007(03)(09), carried. 

2007(04)(01) - Water Systems Operations: 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, maybe the minister can explain the 

water systems operations. 

MR. IIICKF.Y: Mr. Chairman, water systems work in conjunction with 

Municipal Affairs and llnuiiinP,. They are financed through an agreement 

with ADB and the prov1nc-e. Usually they come about to provide water 

for fl!'lh plants and thPn fn mo!'lt instances or subsequently through 

l962 
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the project going into operation a town or part of a town would hook 

up to the services and use the water. I think that is about all 

I can say on it. 

On motion 2007(04)(01} and (04)(02}, carried, 

2007(04)(n3) - Contribution to Water Systems (Capital): 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, before we pass (04)(03)(Capital), 

where is the money bein~ spent, in what areas? 

MR. HICKEY: I am sorry but I did not get that question. 

MR. WOODWARD: Where is that money being spent and in what areas 

in the province? 

MR. HICKEY: Part of it is for the industrial water system at 

LonR Harbour, Stephenville and that is about it, Mr. Chairman. 

$35,000 was the cost of the Trepassey sea-water system and that 

seems to be it. 

On motion, 2007(04)(03), carried. 

2008(03) - Rent Control Board: 

AN HON. MEMBER: Why the increase here? 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, when the new legislation was ~iven 

second reading I pointed out,in introducin~ the bill in fact,that 

there were provisions in the bill to set up five rent control 

boards for the province,in five different areas. One is Labrador. 

I can say that but the other areas have not been defined yet. 

There will be a St. John's Rent Control Board, of course, to replace 

the one that we have now and that is not necess~rily to mean to 

replace the people but under the new act it would have some 

different powers and authority. The travellinR and payment to 

members for meetings and what not,that takes up the bulk of the 

$30,000. 

On motion, 2008(03) and (04), carried. 

On motion, 2071 - Block Provision: Canada Pension Plan, 

carried. 

On motion, 2072 - Block Provision: Unemployment Insurance, 

carried. 
,• n ~ r) 
'""JU.> 
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MR. NEARY: Before we carry the total. Mr. Chairman, could I ask 

the minister if there M'e any little p,oodies in here for our good 

old friend George McLean. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, my honourable friend missed the debate 

I am sure because his colleague has taken care of things while he 

was out and asked that question. 

On motion, Head XX carried,without amendments. • 

Head XVlll - PUBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES: 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, in introducing the estimates for my 

department it might be as good a time as any for me to make the 

following statement. I am pleased to announce that under the 

second special areas DREF. agreement between Cana<la and the 

Province of Newfoundland four new schools w!.11 be called to 

tender within the next few days. These are: a regional high 

school will be built at Port Saunders to accommodate approximately 

310 students in grades Vll to Xl and will have a gross area 

of approxiroately 50,500 square feet; an elementary school at 

Hawkes Bay which will acco111111odate approximately ·210 students 

from kindergarten to grade Vl and will have an area of 

approximately 29,000 square feet; a high school at Corner Brook 

which is to accommodate approximately 700 students from 

grade Vll to Xl and will have a gross area of approximately 

69,000 square feet and a regional high school at Stephenville which 

will accommodate approximately 800 students in grades lX to Xl 

and will have a gross area of approximately 135,000 square feet. 

Tenders are presently being called, that is this week, f,,r the 

elementary school at Hawkes Bay and the regional high school at 

Port Saunders and tenders will be called within the next two weeks 

for the high school at Corner Brook and the regional school at 

Stephenville. 

JH - 9 
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restructuring, becoming consequently the Department of Supply and Services 

of which technically I have only been a minister for a matter of 

a few days because the now Minister of Tourism was in charge of 

that departm.ent until I was appointed the official minister. The 

Department of Supply was really jointly divided between the 

Minister of Tourism and myself and we both found that that was 

running quite well and very efficiently and there is not a great 

deal that I can comment on it. If I do not appear to know too 

much about the supply. division,! make no excuses for it because 

up to this point I have not had much opportunity to look into 

that and coupled with that, of course, the Department of Public 

Works,when I took it over there were som~ major construction 

projects going which needed very, very heavy attention. 

I might say at the outset that the former minister of 

that department who is now the Minister of Transportation and 

Couanunications,I would like to pay a tribute to him. The House 

will recall that last year the then honourable minister was a very 

sick man indeed. He did not return to the House and to his office 

until I think it was the middle of June last year and he was far 

from well at that time. He immediately took on the tremendous 

burden of the Department of Public Works and the then Department 

of Highways. How he did it I will never be able to imagin~,with 

the experiences I have had with this single department,and if there 

were some mistakes of which I am happy to say t~ere are none,there 

would be every excuse for them having occurred in that period 

because the minister ~as really an ill man and it is great credit 

to him that he was able to carry the burden. 

This department is presently conducting or overseeing 

construction projects total+ing approximately $120 million in 

addition to which of course it has had a tremendous burden of work 

put on it due to restructuring and the movement of personnel ond 

of fl.res nnd 11ccomrnod.1tionii for v11rlom1 dl'pnrtmcnl" which wl 1 l hl' 

movlnr. nut of this hulldln)'., 1 11m h11ppy to t111y thnt thf. • IN 
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proceeding quite well. There have been some delays as you will always 

find in things of this nature but we are now getting under way and 

what is happening,when you first start to make the first move then 

the others f~llow automatically. But it is the first move where 

the delay is caused because then the others just follow on. 

The first moves have now been made and I think that the public 

will see the other departments become established fairly rapidly 

from hereon. 

I do not wish to take up too much time on the opening 

remarks. I might say just in passing that on a couple of questions 

which were asked in the House during the present session one 

particularly having to do with snow clearing and questions on our 

tenders ~hich were awarded this year,! have since checked the 

figures and am very proud and happy to announce that the total 

cost of snow clearing for all public buildings this year,up to 

this point,was down quite considerably not that I am very happy 

with it because I think that it can be reduced further but it is 

a good start. Also there was a minor question on parking which 

was asked in the House and that is the parking for our public 

servants. This has been a continuous headache because of the 

confusion which I might say has to som~ degree resulted from new 

staff, new employment and new departments and so on and people 

were trying to take advantage of whatever parking space they could 

get. I should point out that our security guar~s down here are 

not empowered to issue tickets. If they find a car in the wrong 

place they have to c~l.l up a policeman and get him to come in and 

issue a ticket,which incidentally,for the members' benefit,is 

quite expensive. It is a twenty-five dollar fine. We have kept 

continuous diligence ori this and tried to keep the parking as good 

as it possibly could be but quite honestly I have not pushed the 

point as much as I should becaus~ durinr, the restructuring and 

when the departments move out of this building,then will be the 

lor,i~nl time to rcarrnnrc the pnrkinr,. It would be senseless to 

(3oG 
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do it at this stage while departments are in a state of moving and 

flux. So I would predict that the whole parking situation in the 

vicinity of this buildinr, can be considerably imp-roved once the 

departme~ts which are moving out of the building have been moved. 

This is all I have to say for lllY opening remarks, 

Mr. Chairman, and I will be happy to answer any questions that I 

can. 

MR. NEARY: Hr. Chairman, since there is nobody else only my 

honourable friend down here and.myself left on this side of 

the House I guess I will have to make some attempt: at getting 

souie answers from the Minister of Public Works and Services, 

on his estimates. 

JH - 12 
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Sir, in two provincial elections in this province and prior to the 

two provincial elections we hC'ard severe criticism of the previous 

a<lministration on their system of tend~rin~. We were told, Sir, the 

people of this province were told that if and when the Tories formed 

the administration no more tenders,no more contracts would he awarded 

unl£'ss thl'y went to the lowest tender. Prior to the election, Sir, w.e 

heard, this was one of the election issues. As a matter of fact, I suppose 

the oil refinery was Che biJ,?;gest, Mr. Shaheen, Mr. Doyle, Mr. Smallwood 

himself were the biggest issues. But tendering was a big issue. It 

was a hip, issue, Sir, in leading up to the election. The charges and 

th£' allegations that were made against the former administration for 

not calling tenders on certain projects or for calling tenders and not 

awarding t ·,,e contract to the lowest tender, You would be alr.iost ashar.ied 

to come out of your house in the morning you mi~ht be J,?;reeted with an 

onslaught from the Minister of Finance, lashing out at the former 

administration, you would turn up the collar of your coat and you would &neak 

down the street you felt Ro ashamed of yourself for wrongdoinp,, for 

your system of puhlic tendering. 

Certainly, Sir, when this crowd fluked their way into forming 

the administration of this province, when they fluked their way in 

in October; . October was a fluke, Sir. 

AN HON. tfF.MBER • That is not in Public Works, Rir. 

MR. NF.ARY· When they woke up one morninp, and discovered that 

the court had given them the extra sc:>nt. no not the e::tra seat, had 

taken a,.ay a se.tt which e>v1>nf'd it up, whc:>n the court had dis11llowed 

the election in the Dislrict of St. Rnrhe South, they realized that 

and eventually took over the administration. 1he last thing in this 

world that you would have expected to hear, Sir. was this bunch of 

anpels. this crowd of self-righteous individuals, this crowd of 

sanctimonious do-nothings, the last thing that you would have expected 

to hear, Sir, would he that adminis~ration and that minister givinp 

out a contract without callinR puhlic tenders. 
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I do not know how m.,ny contracts have hePn riven out hut t know 

two contracts wc>re r,iven out, r-ivc>n to Babh Construction. On the 

Carbone;ir l!osplt~l .1lonP, one was for a smokC' stack, $18q.oon.another 

one was for watc>r and sewC'rar,e,~1sq,ooo. You know the feehle excuse, 

Mr. Chairman, that the minister ~ave us for granting these two contracts 

without calling public tenders -

AN HON. MBIBF.'R: Inaudible. 

:MR. NF.ARY: Rabb Construction,over in Carbonear. 

AN HON. ~•BER: Inaudible. 

MR. NF.ARY: Oh. I am coming to St. Anthony. No webave gone passed that 1 

it is too late. 

AN HON, ~'F'-fBFR : It is not too late. 

MR. NF.ARY: St. Anthony is the minister's patron saint. Well I would 

sugp,est that he start -

AN HON, HF.MRF.R\ Inaudihle. 

MR. NF.ARY: I would suggest before the next election he would start 

praying to him. 

MR. MURPHY· If he would say a prayer to him, that he had lost his 

mind_ 

MR. HICKFY: Inaudible. 

MR. NF.ARY· Two contract!'! were awarded to Babb Construction -

AN HON. MF.t.tRF.R: A ~ood company. A good company. 

MR. NFARY: I am not saying they are not a g~od company, Sir, but 

the feeble excuse that the minister gave for granting these two contracts 

without calling public tender was be~ause of the time element 

and they were the only contractor available that could do the work. 

What nonsense, Sir? What nonsense! What nonsense! Then he said his 

officials told him this. "Hy officials said that these were the only 

two contractors availahle to do this work and hecause of the time 

element chey" (referring to his official,lhad to award these two 

contracts to Rahh Constructlon,n 

Sir, the> offlclnls hrnrlnr, A stntC'mrnt likr that, lt 1~ n wonder 

they h:tvC' n hair lC'ft on the-fr hc-nllfl. The min1Rtc-r tryinr, to hrm1h off 
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this dastardly deed on his officials, tryinp, to blame it on his officials 

when he knows full well, Sir, that it was not the fault of his officials. 

They were merely carryin~ out directions given to them by the minister 

who probably had his arm twisted, Mr. Chairman, by the honourable the 

Premier, for reasons which I will not mention in this honourable 

House. 

MR. HICKF.Y: No innuendoes. 

MF. NEARY: No innuendoes, none whatsoever. If the honourable Premier 

be in there on the couch having a nap he can hear what I am sayin~ and 

he is quite welcome to come into the House and enter this debate and 

let us ha.ve it out,. This administration was going to call tenders on 

every contract. It was not going to award a contract without calling 

tenders and here we find two examples over in the Carbonear Hospital 

where I understand we are going to have an overrun of about 

anywhere from S3 million to $5 million on that project, no public 

tenders were called and the excuse that we heard from the minister was 

because the officials had to do it because of the time element and so 

forth. 

I am willing to bet, Mr. Chairman, that there were at least a 

couple of dozen contractors in this province that would have been 

p,lad to get that water and sewerage contract on the Carbonear Hospital 

at that time. 

AN HON. ~BER: Ashley. 

MR. NEARY: Ashley does not do water and sewerage, 

AN HON. Mf.MTlF.R: What about Tiller? 

MR. NEARY: No,neither does Tiller. But there are a couple of dozen 

contractors, Sir, both large and small, that would have been more than 

happy to bid on that contract but they were not given the opportunity. 

Sir, the door was slammed in their face and Mr. Babb was called in 

and given the contract for ~159,000. There was no choice. No consideration 

was ~iven that;taktnp, bids from any other contractor. They were numerous 

at the time, ~Ir. Chn 1 rmnn, h(>cause last yenr was a very slack year in 
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I the construction 

AN FIO~!. ·~F~T.kR: 

industry. 

No, no. 

1-'R. lif'.J\PY: I Oh, yes, ~s. 

Tt was the hir,hc>st year yet. 

MR. NF.ARY: I It was not the> highest year yet, Sir. The equipment was 

lying idle all across this province, Lundri~an•s,as big as it is,in 
I 

Corner Brook ]had to layoff some of its employees, no work and no work 

on the drawing hoard and no work on the horizon. 

MR. t!URPHY: They lost their grandfather. 

MR. NEAFY: Ah, they did not lose th.eir grandfather, and the smaller 

I ones, Sir, were lucky to survive, there was just no work, I would 

I hazard to guess that there were a couple of dozen contractors who 
. I 

were eager, willing and available to do that work on the Carbonear 
I . 

Hospital. I for one, Sir. am not prepared to accept the minister's 

explanation and I am not ~oing to accept it and the people of this 

province are not going to accept it . 

But this is just one e~~mple, Sir, of the hanky-panky that is 

going on in Jwarding contracts without calling public tender or not 

awarding condracts to the lowest tender. This was the administration 
I 

that was going to act like a hunch of angels, their haloes would .hurt 
I 
I them when ther formed the administration, no more awardinp; contracts 

without calli~g tenders. 
I 

I am tolld, Sir. that there are all kinds of favourtism, all kinds 

of it in awa~din~ contracts in the minister's department. 

AN FIO~. 1-"H'Bf.R : Inaudible. ---1-
MR. ~!EARY: 

MR. F.AFLF.: 

!AR. NF.ARY: 

chance. 

MR. F.AP.LF.: 

MF. NF.ARY: 

down! Take 

Ah, there are two examples there -

I 
Would the honourable member permit a question? Generalities -
I 
No, Mr. Chairman, the honourable minister will have his 
I 

I 
Just name a few favours and name a few people. 

I 
The honourahlc> ministc:>r will have his chancc:>, Sir. Sit 

I I it enRy. 1 know T am touchtnii: n V<'ry ,1f.'n11itiv<' nl'rve th<'re, 
I 

T nm r.c>ttfnr throui'.h to tlw ndni~t•r nnci t11 th<• ntl,"fnfNtrnt.lon. They 

I 

t_, !1 \71 
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cannot take it. They keep the House open for twenty-four hours, they 

are hushed, they all want to go to Flordia or the Caribbean. ~ell, Sir, 

they are not r-oing to beat us to our knees over here. 

AN T!nN. ~lllf:R • Clearwater. 

MR. NEARY: I will go down in a heap on the floor before I will 

surrender. 

AN HON. MF.:rmF.R: You made a mistake last night. 

MR. NFARY: No I did not make any mistake last night. 

AN HON. t-fFHllf.R: Re careful now, the policeman is on hie way, stay 

nice. 

MR. NF.ARY: This was the crowd, Sir, that were going to behave like 

angels and the honourahle ~inister of Rural Development can get the 

grin off his face because we will come to him shortly. We will come 

to him shortly. It is a wonder he is .not in here for one of these 

contracts. 

MR. REID: 

of • 

That is one thing that he will not be able to accuse me 

MR. l"EID· 

tfR • NF.ARY : 

Is that so? 

That is true. 

Ah, well we will see about that. 

He will see about it. MR. REID· 

MR, NF.APY: We will see about that. We will find out how much equipment 

the minister has rented out to the the various government departments. 

MR. RF.ID· Every piece of equipment I bought and paid for it myself, 

MR. NF.ARY: That is not the ----- point, Mr. Chairman, that is not the point. 

HR. REID: I have gotten no government handouts,I will guarantee him 

that right now. 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Chairman, that is not the point, 

MR. F.ARI.F:. On n point of ord<.'r, Mr. Chairman. 

t~. RF.Tn: That 1-R thf' point. 

~. NF.ARY: 

MR. REID: 

MR. "IFARY: 

W~ether the member -

A very important point. 

No, that is not the point. 

~972 
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MR. EARLE: On a point of order.' Are we on Public Works or a re we 

on Rirhroads or arf' WP rm F.duc:ttion or what? This has no conm:-ctlon 

whatc>ver with "uhlic Porks. 

The> honourable memht"r for ~c-11 Isl;tnd has h<'en extended 

latitude in his remarks. 

MR. OTTF.~HF.IMER: Latitude that has turned into lon~itude. 

MR. CFAtR."AN: Latitude that has turned into lonP,itude, yes, as 

the honourable the ~inister of Education says. The honourable the 

member for Bell Island,being a veteran of debates in the Rouse, of 

course, will keep his remarks to Public Works and Set"vice. 

l.f the hC"nour:ib1e !!'ember woulcl pe'C'111it, I wonlcl like at thie time to 

welcome to the visitor's p,allery thit"ty-nine Grade XI students from 

Twillin~ate Centre High School, in Twillingate, accompanied by their 

teachers, Miss Joan Stockley and Mr. Bill Clarke. I trust that 

your visit to this honourable House will be an enjoyable one. I 

would like to extend to you a very cordial welcome on behalf of all 

the honourable members of this House. 

!·!R • NF.A RY : 'Hay I remind Your Honour that there is also another rule 

in this House that you are not permitted to speak in this House unless 

you are in your own seat, Sir. The m!l.nister who harked at me across 

the House, that distracted me from the topic tindc>r discussion, Sir, was 

not in his seat. 

But there is some relationship -

MR. CHAIR~AN : The honourable the member for Bell Island is quite 

correct. The honourable members' co~duct has been exceptionally Rood 

for the past twelve h"urs or so and honourable mc>mhers of course will 

in future observe the Standing Order,when 

will stand in their place,uncovered. 

addrE>ssln~ the Hou11e they 

MR. NF.ARY: So, Mr. Chairman, I think I have said enough to indicate 

to the Fouse that this crowd that were ~oinR to carry out the r,reat 

reforms in puhlic tenderinp and hroup,ht a pic-ce of lep:ielntion throup:h 

thtci l!OU!ll' hnvr no intl'ntion tn this world, Sir, of followln,:,: thP rult>R 

anrl rrrulations thnt they havl' lnid do1JT1. They trkcl it in the case of 
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the Senior Citizen's Home in St. Anthony. Theyhave awarded c?ntracts 

in Carhonear, I do not know how many contracts have been awardP.d over 
-~ 

here on the Health Scic-nce Complex, Sir. 

~R. l-lIO'.f.Y • On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, does the honourable 

member want to make a charge about the St. Anthony Senior Citizen's 

Home? 

MR. NEARY· Th~t is not a point of order. Mr. Chairman. 

MR. HICKEY· Mr. Chairman, 

MR. NF.ARY: I •:hoose to ignore that, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. HICKEY: I will call his bluff now. 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Chairman, I choose to ignore it. I showed the 

honourable minister the distain that I have for him in his department 

by ignoring his estimates when they were going through the House. 

Sir, that should be message enough for the honourable minister. I 

will deal with 
0

him later on this year. 

So I do not think there is any doubt at all, Sir, that this 

administration are ~oing to look after their friends. that there is 

going to be favouritism,there has been favouritism,there is going to 

be favouritismin the future and the honourable minister as sanctimoniously 

as he is should be the first to get up and admit that, be man enough 

to admit it. When his arm is twisted,he has to jump. When the 

Premier pulls the string, bang goes the minister,award a contract here, 

there, all over the place. I do not know how many contracts have been 

awarded over here in the Health Science Complex without calling public: 

tender. 

I do know this, Mr. Chairman. that the minister }-39 been 

unsuccessful so far in entering into an agreement with Scrivener 

Products. 

A,"'i/ HON. }~BER: Inaudible. 

MR. NF.ARY: Well unless the agreementwere made in the last week. 

Last week when I asked the minister a question in this House there was 

no ap,reement either on thC' Carbonenr Jlospital or on the Health 

Scic-ncc- Complc-x ovc-r hc-rc- nt the- un1.vc-nlity, They are the pro.1ec:t 

(!)74 
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manap;ers, Mr. Chairman, they are overseeing the project for the 

~overnrnent. These projects have been going on now for several 

months past, Sir, one has been going on for almost one year and no ar,recmcnt 

with Scrivener, Two top officials of Scrivener have resi~ned, The 

chief engineer and their top man here in Newfoundland have reeignerl 

because of disagreement with the administration. No explanation was 

given. 

One of the reasons Riven by one of these top officials of 

Scrivener was that they were forced to give out contracts without 

calling public tender,which was contrary to government policy. 

I will come to the honourable }'inister of Rural Development, 

do not worry ahout that. We will find out of all the contracts that 

he has gotten whether they be from Public Works or from any other 

government department, whether tenders were called and whether they 

went to the lowest tender or whether there were any fa,ouritism or conflict 

of interest. We will find out , We are going to find out. 

AN HON. "f-'Ff-lHF.R : Inaudible. 

Ah, is that 901 The honourable minister made a public 

statement two weeks ago that he thought he was in conflict of interest. 

"He thought he was." And the honourable the Premier said that when the 

minister is bidding on -

MR. CROSBU:: ?-Ir. Chairman, it 1s compietely irrelevant to the 

discussion on Public Works. If we have to listen to the gentleman's 

,zhastly emissions !!t least keep them relevant. 

!-'R. NEARY: Ah, Mr. Chairman, what a contribution! Is that a point 

of order, Mr. Chairman~ 

~- CROS!Hf.· Yes, it is. 

MR. NF.ARY· Or is that just a bit of sarcasm':' 

Ml~. CHAIP~!AN: If the honourable member would permit. the point of 

order is very well taken. It' is the same point of or<l('r to which the 

honourable rnember was drawn approximately f1ftt>~n minutt>s ap,o and 

since that time he has ~radually ~eandered back to tht> point of 

lrrelevancy at ~hich I had to interrupt hil'l t>arlier. The honourahle 

mt>mber is to <lirt>ct himself to l'ead - 1801-01, Public Works and 
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~ervices. 

}'R. NEAPY: Mr. r.hairman, I wish some of my intellectual friends 

were 1n thc> Fouse, some of the p.c-n:luses that could give me a hand 

here. I am battling the whole administration by myself, all thirty

two of them, takingon the whole works. 

Rut, Sir. seriously somethin~ is wrong. Something has gone 

wrong. I would like for the minister to be man enough to stand in 

this House and level with the conmittee. Tell us the truth. Tell us 

what is wrong. Tell us why public tenders are not being called on 

all contracts that are awarded by the minister's department. Why 

there is favouritism and the administration was looking after its 

buddies and its friends. They have criticized the previous Liberal 

Administration so much for doing that, Mr. Chairman. Your Honour will 

remember the issues leading up to the election. 

Now, Sir, I think I have said enough about that. I will wait 

to hear what the minister has to say in reply, then I may have a 

few more comments. Maybe he can provoke me into making a few more 

comments on this. 

Now I want to come around to another matter that the minister 

raised himself, snow-clearing. The mirister said that this year the 

cost for snow-clearing around the government institutions and buildings 

was down slightly. He did not say hnw much. 

AN HON. ~RF.R: Inaudible. 

~. NF..ARY: - - -- Substantially~ Down substantially. Well so is the 

fall of snow this winter down substantially, f.ir. We had less snow 

this winter than we have had in recent years. 

Sir, what hrought this matter uµ in the first place was a 

question that I put to the honourable minister several weeks ago 

in this honourable House. It is so long ago I almost forgot about 

it until he mentioned it arain today. I asked the minister if he 

could e,q,lain to the House what procedure was used to keep track of 

the time that was worked by the-operators who have the contracts to 
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clear th.e snow around the vnrious r,overnment buildinis and inst-itutions . 

I believe the minister told me at that time that the security 

people around this buildinr. the watchmen and the security people who 

work twenty-four hours around tre clock.they keep an eye on the snow 

clearing operations for the department. Well, Sir, I want to say to 

the minister ri~ht here and now that chat is not so. I do not know 

if he were looking for an excuse to give the House or not, but it is 

not so. I have since checked it out. I discovered that nobody is 

keeping a check 0,1 these contractors that have snow clearing contracts. 

They come and go as they please. Mr. Chairman, that is the truth of 

the matter. They come and F:O whenever they please. When you have a 

fall of snow they move inJnobody keeps a ~ecord of the time they started 

work or when they finished, nobody,but nobody, nobody in the minister's 

department. In actual fact what happens, Mr. Chairman, is this,that 

they bring their bill in to the minister's department, they present 

their bill, it is endorsed by the ~uperintendent or the supervisor, 

whatever the case may be, I do not know what his official title is. 

He just okays it and he does not know whether they p1mched the time 

in or not. How would he know? He was probably home in bed when we 

had the fall of snow when the equipment came on the job. 

~~at actually is happening. Sir, the department is taking their 

word for it, there is no check, there is no control, there is no 

signing in,they do not have to sign in whenthev come to Confederation 

Building to clear the snow around it. The watchman does not say to 

the driver of the bulldozer or the truck or the snow ploup,h, he does 

not say, "Well, look what time did you come this mornin~? Here, sign the 

book. 11 People comin~ into this building on weekends, they have to 

sign the hook. The operators do not have to sign in, they do not have 

to sign out. There is no record kept of the time, Sir. It is wide 

open for abuse. That iR "'hY I ra1sed it _in the first place,becauae 

it wnR hrour,ht to my Rttrntion, vr. f.h~irmnn, thnt contrnctR that had 

hN•n ncivrrtiRrd 1m,l thC'n rrcnJl<'«I hy th<' mlnh1t1•r•,. d,•p.,rtm<'nt(nnrl I do 



April 12, 1973 Tape 1218 PK - 11 

not know why they were recalled, Sir) 1-•ere awarded to contractors 

for sno1-r-clearing, for· instance around Confederation Buildip.g here,. 

for $9,50 .:m hour. I think it was ," S9.50 an hour. Lo and beholdt ?Ir. 

Chairman. the successful bidder. th~ successful tenderer, you know 

what he had to do, Mr. Chairman? .He did not have adequate equipment 

himself, he had to go down to poor old Rill Roche down here on the 

Torbay Road and he had to hire equipment from Poche, had to hire 

equipment, Sir, for $20. an hour. He is only getting $9.50 an hour 

for snow clearing around the buildinr, and he is hirin~ equipment 

from other contractors for $20 an hour. 

AN HON. MF'MBF.P. : Inaudihle. 

MIL NFAFY : Well, Mr. Chairman, either the man should get the 

Citizen of The Year Award -

AN FON, ~~'flF.P: How much.did he pay Bill Roche? 

MR. NF.ARY : 

himself was 

Twenty dolla~ hour, Sir, while the contractor 

~etting~ I think it was,an hour. 

AN HON. "l~IBF.P • Inaudible. - --- -- ---
MR. NEARY : No, he should have gotten the Citizen of The Year 

Award. Fe should have gotten the Dlstinguished Order of the British 

F.mpire. The only man in the history of Newfoundland I would suppose 

that did work for the government for nothing, went in the hole. 

AN HON. !"EMBER : Donated his time, 

MR. NFARY : Donated not only his time, he donated his money; He paid 

the operators. It did not cost the taxpayers a penny. I wish we 

had more patriotic citizens like that in this province, Mr. Chairman. 

Can the minister r,ive us the explanation? !low could that operator 

in particular, how could he clear snow around this building for 

$9.50 an hour l lncldentally,he was awarded that tender after 

tenders were te-ca I le,!. 

~ CAR"I:y.R :_ : Mr. C:ha 1 rman, to a point of order. The sound system 

here is quite adequate, we are able to hear the honourable member, 

Could you ask him to keep his voice down? He is speaking at great 

length and that is his priviler,e of course but he could at least 

modify his d~livrry. 

l!J78 
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}1r. f.ha1.Tl'1,1n, th11t :f_s not a point of order. I thoup,ht 

af tPr the hono11r:tr lC" Mc>mrC'r spc-nt three weeks to one month in the 

Canc>ry Islands he woul.-1 have heen well rested anrl he would be able 

to withstand the critfc:ism that is heinf>, levelled at his coll,,apue 

and at the administration. He has already proven his incompetence, 

Sir. and he ~ot flun~ out of the· cabinet. I would suggest to him 

now that he he seen and not heard. 

So, Sir, I would like for the honourable minister to explain 

this to me because I cannot understand it myself. 

AN HON. Mr.MBF:R· Inaudible. 

t,,!R, NF.ARY_:_ Well T 111'1 tryinJt to make a point •. took the Minister cf 

Finance danced around this floor the other day for five or ten minutes 

and then spoke for thrc-e hours ap,ainst public safety on the hip,hways 

in this vrovince. So Tam entitled to take five or ten minutes to 

talk about the ahuse and the misuse of the public tenderin~ system 

in this province. 

I will be int.erested to hear what the minist~r has to say about 

all this snow clearir~ business. 

Now, Sir, last week in the House I raised the matter of parking 

around Confederation Ruildin~. I was quoting from an item I think it 

was called ''The Nape News'~ I was looking for it here but with all of 

this, we are soon ~oinJt to ~et a bulldozer to clean off my desk. Sir, 

$g,so an hour. Could the minister P,et one in to clean off my desk? 

In the •·t:ape News•· I think it was, Sir, 1·,herf' thP public employees 

in this buildin~ havC' be~n veher,ently criticizi,r, this administration 

for several months pas~ top.et rid of the parking rer,ulations around 

this building. Several meetin~ were held with the minister's officials. 

I think two meetinr,s were held with the assistant deputy minister of 

that department and the deputy minister of that department. When I 

put the question to the minister last weck,what w:is p,oinp, to be done 

ahout this request, was the request r,otn~ to he ~rantrd? Was the 

parkin_g ro.fnr, t:o be put on a first come first servc•rl h:isi.s, excent for 

tho~e who are physically handicapprd? The mfni~trr told me it was the 
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first he had heard of it. 

MR. CHAIR!-'AN: If the hon"ourable membe-r would permit. We have. in the 

galleries another visitin~ student ~roup from Chance Cove Elementary 

School, Chance Cove, r.rades VI and VII, twenty-four students,with 

their teacher, Mr. Nol"lllan Mugford. I trust that your visit to this 

honourable !louse w1.ll be interesting and informative and on behalf 

of the honourable members I welcome you to this afternoon's proceedings. 

MR. NFAPY: The minister told me. Mr. Chairman. that was the first he 

had heard of it. Then I reminded the honourable minister and I held 

up the newspaper and I showed it to him and then he said he would 

check with his officials to see if any IT!f'eting had taken place. I 

am sure that today when I take my seat he will probably be able to give 

us a progress report on this and be able to tell us whether this 

reasonable request put before ·the 111ini_ster and before the administration 

on behalf of the public employees in this building is going to be 

granted or not. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, only one other thing.Before I take my seat 

I would like for the minister to give me a progress report on the 

engineering building over at Memorial University. Have all the 

contracts been let on that building? How far is it advanced? Were 

public tenders called? Were contracts awarded to the lowest tender? 

Or was some contractor called in because of the time elements and because 

the officials could not find another contractor to do the work? 

Now in his introductory remarks, Sir, the minister announced four 

of five DREE schools for Newfoundland. I think I already saw the 

announcement in the ''¥orning News," Sir, but this is welcome news 

indeed. Just another example, Sir, of what Uncle Ottawa, what that 

great Liberal Govermnent up in Ottawa is doinl,!; for Newfoundland. No 

credit to this crowd over here. Sir, that is a OREE programme. 

AN llON. ~IIFR: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Who is paying for it? The Government of Canada. The 

· covernment of Canada are paying for it, Sir. 

AN !lON. Mn-m F.R: They are paying the full shot. 

"MR NEARY: No, they are not paying the full shot· but they are paying most of it. 

l080· 
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MR. NEARY: The Government of Canada, Sir, are practically 

paying the full shot: for these DREE schools. It is a fifty 

per cent grant and a fifty per cent loan my honourable 

colleague tells me. 

AN HO:-{. ME!-IBER: Inaudible. 

NM - 1 

MR. NEARY: Oh are there any ninety per cent loans in there? 

MR. COLLINS: One hundred per cent for roads. 

MR. NEARY: One hundred per cent for roads, fifty-fifty for 

schools. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: They love it. The students love it. They are 

really gettinR educated today, Sir. It is too bad they 

cannot stay here and just watch how ton.~ue-tied the members 

on the other side of the House are, Sir. It is too bad they 

cannot stay. Maybe they might even see theit own member in 

action. 

But, Sir, my honourable colleague here may have more to 

say about these DREE schools. It is a great Liberal concept 

Sir. Thanks to that great Liberal Government up there in 

Ottawa, thanks to Uncle Ottawa, here we are going to get four or 

five more OREE schools this year, Sir, badly needed. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Thanks to Mr. Lewis. 

MR. NEARY: Thanks to whom? What Mr. Lewis? 

MR. WM. RO\,[E: What are we on? 

MR. NEARY: We are on Public. Works. I am glad you came back 

because I am starting to collapse here. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I will give the minister a chance now 

to answer some of the points that I have raised. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I am very happy that the honourable 

gentleman from Bell Island raised a number of these questions. It is 

difficult to deal with them all because he brought in eo many, 

but I am trying to lay the 11.'1ost first of th is heinous crime. 
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MR. EARLE: These two contracts that were let without tender, 

these things which"'aefied the fine Progressive Conservative 

policy of this government, were so disgraceful in comparison 

with what happened in the past that we cannot possibly live 

with this. We should all resign immediately. This is quite 

obviously such a terrible thing that the Progressive Conservative 

Government should resign, if you listen to the honourable member. 

But as ususal, Mr. Chairman, the honourable member 

from Bell Island has most of his facts wrong. The ones where 

he has his facts right, he twists them so that they are not 

recognizable. 

I have already given the answer on the Carbonear Hospital 

but let me go back a little bit because this is really worth 

repeating. It was not my intention to dig back into the past 

because I do not like going back and blaming the previous 

~overnment for their mistakes. After all,I was part of the 

previous government and I accept the full responsibility for the 

mistakes made while I was part of that government. 

But these mistakes to which the honourable member is 

referring occured since I resigned from that government and 

I do not accept responsibility for them, The mistakes to .which 

I am about to refer are particularly the Carbonear Hospital 

and while the children are still here from Twillingate, I would 

like to mention the Twillingate Hospital also. This will be 

of great interest to them. 

The Carbonear Hospital, I do not know how man/ times the 

sod was turned for that particular building. It started I think 

back in 1965 and then it built up to a great thing,that it is 

going to be a Carbonear Hospital,and sods were turned, they 

were flying all over the place, a coafish was not safe in 

Carbonear Harbour, he would be hit on the head with a sod 

the way they were ~oing at it over tliere. 

But in any case, this was built up,a great thing,and 

~982 
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MR. EARLE: then the real climax came when there \/as an election 

approaching in 1971 .::ind of course something had to be done 

because so much had been said. 

Now the story is this: Although the Carbonear Hospital 

had been announced all these years, there was no proper 

planning for it, there was only a rough architect's drawing 

with a rough estimate. I say nt the .outse t her", that 

t \1·, t architect's clr:iwinr. predicated a huildinr, which. w.is ot 

such odd angles and such odd shape and conformity U would like 

to show you a picture of it) that it had to cost an outrageous 

amount. Construction of that building was foredoomed to cost 

a tremendous amount of money. 

Well what happened? Because an election was coming up, 

the · then government went out and started digging up foundations. 

Incidentally they dug a foundation in Bay Roberts before that, 

which cost them $50,000,which they never used. There was supposed 

to be a hospital there too,but $50,000, that is only small stuff. 

But then they started digging out the foundation for 

the Carbonear Hospital and that foundation predetermined the 

shape of that buildin~. When we got in office,the damage was 

done. We could not rectify it. 

Now we tried to live up to our obligation to the people 

of Carbonear and we went ahead with a hospital but,as I 

mentioned, the honourable minister at the time, who was in 

charge of this department, had been very ill and possibly 

things we~e ~oing ahead rather quicker than the proper controls 

were there. But I am not blaaing my officials for this. 

It was decided to go ahead with the hospital in a piecemeal 

manner and to find out as quickly as we could what the project 

would cost. So certain work was done but the whole fault of the 

structure was this, that the- building was decided to be built and 
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MR. EARLE: work actually started on it before any final plans 

or drawings or estimates or anything else were taken. When we 

finally got to grips with this, through all proper plans and 

proper estimates and all the rest of it, the cost had escalated 

by practically fifteen per cent, just the pure construction cost 

and materials and labour alone,and then the actual look of the 

building itself had driven the thing up to practically double 

what it was originally supposed to cost when Mr. Smallwood 

announced it. 

Now on the bad contracts which the honourable member 

mentioned so much, I already gave the answer on this that 

because of expediency and because of the fact that there 

are n~t enough local contractors who wanted to bid on this 

particular job, on the advice of our construction or project 

manager, not on the advice of our civil servants(! might say 

I am not blaming the officials of my department) but on the 

advice of the construction managers, Scrivener, we decided, 

because the season is drawing late, we should award these contracts, 

because the contracts, the price quoted, was within the estimate 

that we had for that particular work and that company had also 

received a contract for the boiler.house and these two contracts 

normally tied in with that work. 

Now the honourable member for Bell Island displays 

complete ignorance of the construction busi~ess by saying that 

this had nothing to do whatever with the thing, that this was 

a foolish mistakL. When you are getting into a large scale 

project of this sort, it is not the immediate job like the 

~moke stack or the underlying pipes or this sort of thing that 

determine that you can go ahead with that and just do that, because 

there are always alterations relating to the hospital. If you are 

following a consecutive plan, everything else relating to the 

hospital has to fall in place and it would not be just those two 

jobs alone th~t would be deldyed but it would be the whole hospital 
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MR. EARLE: that would be delayed. 

So we took the expedient course and awarded these contracts 

because as I say, there was only one local bidder. lncidentally 

on that point, another part of the reason why this hospital has 

cost so much is the fact that the sub-trades, the bricklayers, 

the electric wirin~ people, the plumbers and all the rest of 

it, because of that area over there, we have had very, very few 

bids indeed. It is amazing, There has been very little 

competition on this particular job and some of the bide which 

we are compelled to accept we believe were outrageously high. 

but nobody else bidded for them. 

Apart from these two particular contracts, every other 

contract on that hospital was awarded to the lowest tender and 

the list of the names of the people who got these contracts, 

in case the honourable gentleman thinks there is any favouritism, 

contains such names as Lundrigan's, Ashley's and people of that 

sort who are not supposed to be particular friends of the 

Progressive Conservative Party, 

These contracts were given to the lowest bidder. The only 

two in question were the Babb contracts and for the reasons I have 

given. Actually Mr. Andy Davidson,_ the then manager of the job 

over there, gave this reason. I read his letter previously 

but in order to double check on this and I must say that I should 

point out that I was not the minister at the time but I checked 

very carefully into this when I became minister. 

So I asked :•r. Harvey Self ,who is the President of Scrivener 

Limited,to give me his version of it. .I think it would be 

worthwhile if I read this letter, because this is a letter from 

Mr. Harvey Self,on the C~rbonear Hospital. 

"With regard to the award of the work for site service 

and the chimney stack to Babb.Construction,we would outline 

the reasons as follows: 

11 Tht> nraw1np,s nnd sp~ciflcntlnnM werro becominr, fJnnlfzed 

llR nt th(• t•nd of Aui?rnt 1972 nnd it wa~ felt thnt tt ,.:ould be 
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MR. EARLE: highly desirable to have the revised estimates 

prepared in order to obtain a more accurate picture of the 

cost of the project. 

NM - 6 

"The original estimates had been prepared from preliminary 

general data. This new estimate would indicate if any 

major revision in design were required in order to maintain 

the budget for the project prior to calling and awarding 

further contracts. Hence the delay in the calling of structural 

tenders." 

AN HON. MEMBER: What date is that letter? 

MR. EARLE: This is one I got from him on April 2. 

AN HON. MEMBER: April 2 of this year? 

MR. EARLE: Yes, shortly after the question was asked in this 

House, Mr. Chairman. 

At that time, Scrivener,chief executive in St. John's. 

requested that tenders be stopped,on authorization of 

a telephone call from the Department of Public Works. 

"While completing this new estimate it was considered 

critical that on-site services and the construction of the 

stack proceed. Otherwise additional costs would be incurred 

. due to wirtt~r work an~ valuable ti~e would be lost and the 

sequence of· the schedule affected. 

~Babb Construction who are the only local contract~r in 

the immediate vicinity, were the successful competitive,low 

bidder on the boiler room and sub-structure and the site services 

and stack were c~~sely associated with these works. 

"In the interest of economy related to additional cost for 

winter work, etc., if these two sections were delayed, it was 

considered that they shirnld be negotiated with Babb Construction 

provided their price was in line- with the budget. 

"This·was accomplished successfully and the work awarded to 

B~bb Construction, such that construction could continue without 
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MR. EARLE: disruption. As a consequence, the site services and 

stack were proceeded with such that the awards of the following 

contracts could proceed without pushing more of this phase 

of construction into the costly winter period." 

Now that is the story on the Carbonear Hospital. I 

should like to mention at this time the Twillingate Hospital. 

The Twillingate Hospital is even worse. This was another one of 

these schemes which was announced prematurely for political purposes. 

The people of Twillingate were to get their hospital. 

At the time it was announced there were no drawings, 

no specifications and no anything else. Then again as we approached 

an election, immediate orders went out to start bulldozing and 

givir.g appearance of doing something. This is where this 

government has found itself to be in really deep trouble. Because 

anybody who knows Twillingate Island, I am sure the 

children here are familiar with what I say, know that that 

is practically a bed of rock, solid rock. Twillingate is just 

one solid rock and when we had to get into that job down there, 

~fter some of the preliminary work had been done, the expense involved 

was beyond all realization,on top of which there had been no proper 

drawings, no designs ror no estimates. 

Now we had to go over all this work. The result will mean, 

Mr. Chairman, that the Twillingate Hospital lwhich incidentally 

I should like to inform the committee is going to be proceeded with) 

our latest estimate for a job which the Liberal Government estimated 

would cost $3 mi. lion,which was completely foolish and false, 

will now turn out to cost approximately $6.2 million. 

Now this is the story that we have run into all along the 

line. When we say we have been picking up the mistakes of 

the Liberal Government, these are two very close, clear and 

concise inatances of exactly _what I mean. 

These Bahb contracts, just to RO back to these, are the only 
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MR. EARLE: two that I know of in the Department of Public Works 

that were awarded·..n.thout contract. 

All of the medical centre, to which the honourable 

member refers, had been called and the tender awarded to the 

lowest bidder. That pro1ect over there is within budget and 

is on time. 

Incidentally,on the contract with Scrivener, which the 

honourable gentleman mentioned, the Liberal Government, the fol'lller 

government, had arranged such an outrageous contract with 

Scrivener's,when we came into office, we shuddered at what it 

would cost. We had to start renegotiating that contract and that 

is why it has taken right· up until now to get a proper contract 

with Scrivener. I have confirmation ~hat that contract is 

accepted and we have cut down the cost of that contract very, 

very considerably. 

As a matter of fact, I sent two of my officials to the 

Mainland. They checked out similar jobs in different provinces, 

they checked with the federal government in Ottawa and they 

came up with the fact that what we were getting it done for 

by Scrivener was entirely reasonable and quite as good as we could 

expect to do. 

I must say that the only complaints that I have really 

had of Scrivener's conduct on these things is from local people 

who feel that they are not gettin~ enough share of the work. 

The fact is that Scrivener has been very, very tough indeed. He 

is driving some of the local people mad because he ~ill not 

accept bids until he can get the absolutely lowest price. He 

has been accused right and left of not favouritism but by 

cutting it down so far that the local people cannot get a possible 

chance at it. 

Now this I might. say, Mr. Chairman, is similar with all 

our construction jobs at pre5ent. The enP,ineering schools 

whir.h the 'honn11r11l,I.- mell'hcr questioned, is estimated to cost 

i!988 
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~R. EARLE: when fini3hed, $10,600,000. It was stopped for the 

winter because it would be stupid to go ahead under winter 

,conditions to work th:i.t, but approximately $7,745,000 worth 

of contracts had been awarded for that. All tenders were called 

and the lowest bidder accepted. Actally the bids which we 

accepted were below our estimate. We are quite happy about the 

way that is shaping up. 

I hesitate to go back to such petty things as snow-clearing 

and parking because these are too foolish. As usual the honourable 

member is completely wrong with what he states. There are 

time sheets. These fellows are checked in and checked out and 

the evidence of that is the fact that it is costing less this 

winter. 

Now when the honourable member says there is little snow 

this winter, he is thinking of only around Confederation Building 

but my department looks after 300 buildings throur,hout this 

province and if anybody thinks there was no snow in Corner 

Brook and Stephenville and Gander this year, they should io back 

and read the papers of the winter and look at it. 

The snow conditions out there were really worse than any 

year that we can imagine and yet our total cost of snow 

clearing was down. So I think we are on the right track. 

On the parking question, I already gave the answer. What 

on earth is the sense of trying to arrange a sensible parking 

arr.-mr.ement around this building until the departments have been 

properly relocated? 

The fact that I got up and said I did not know about these 

meetings is quite correct. Because,unlike the honourable member when 

he was Minister of Welfare, I do not stick my nose into every 

petty detail in the department. I have good officials on whom 

I rely very much and they are more competent, including 

discussions which they have had with Mr. Jim Channing who is 

more familiar with conditions nround this buildinr, than anybody 
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XR. EARLE: else. They are more competent to judge that than 

I am and they come back and give me a report when things 

are ready. They do not follow me with trifling things when 

they are- in the process of being thrashed out. Therefore, I 

do not waste my time on thinP,s of that sort until they are 

ready to be dealt with. That iB my way of operating as a minister 

and if the honourable gentleman does not like it, he can lump it. 

MR. MARTIN: I have two questions of the honourable Minister 

of Public Works and Services. One has only to look at this 

document, Sir, to see that the Department of Pultlic Works and 

Services holds perhaps the roost poter.tial of any department for 

political patronage of which I suppose every similar department 

of every r,overnment in the Common~ealth has been accused of at 

one time or another. 

We see such thin~s as building, construction, sale, rental, 

operations of aircraft, printing and photograp~, acquisition of 

vehicles, all of ~hese highly subject to patronage. 

Now the first question that I would ask of the minister is 

regarding his departmental purchasing policy. We dealt with 

this briefly during the supplementary supply but I would like 

to have an expanded answer. I would-like to know what criteria 

is used in determining whether purchases are made from firms 

operating within the province or from those outside the province? 

We have been told or we have been led ~o believe that in 

many, many instances, in an effort to cut down on expenditure,th:1t 

the initial cost alone has been the determining factor. If this 

bl! the case,then we are letting ourselves in for an awful lot 

of trouhle. 

First of all,if it-be an item that is corning for instance 

from Toronto, we mir,ht need certain items of resupply on this, 

of servicing the whole item, so the initial cost may well be down 

below what we are r,olnr, to get in the province,but in the 

lon~ run we may he lettlnc ourselves in for two or three times what 
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~- ~ARTTN: ft would take to service this particular item 

from the province.~ 

Secondly, if cost be the only consideration, then we 

are doinR a great disservice to those firms that are trying 

to conduct commercial enterprises here because there is the 

element of employment and the more purchases that are made by 

government from local firms of course the more opportunity there 

is for continued and other employment, 

Thirdly,perhaps the most important one, is whether or not 

the quality of that product has really been taken into 

consideration. If we are p,oing to buy something at ten 

cents, that is goinr, to last six months,and we can get it in 

the province for twelve cents and it is going to last two 

years, then we are ~oing to be away ahead of the game. 

So I would just like for the honourable minister to 

assure us that it is not cost alone and to expand a little on 

that and tell us precisely and exactly what it is, what criteria 

are used. 

The second question - regarding comments made by two 

of the honourable ministers on the other side, brought up first 

I believe by the honourable the Minister of Finance and backed 

up by the honourable Minister of Public Works and Environment, 

when they referred to the fact that political patronage was 

a way of life and that we have to accept it and recognize it 

for what it is: Now given that the Public Works and Services 

Department holds such great potential for political patronage, 

I am wondering if this reflects government policy and whether 

or not we are goinp, to see a burgeoning of political patronage, 

whether or not we are going to see mass,larr,e-scale hand-outs 

to political supporters. 

I do not think that is th~ case but I would just like to 

have some public assurances 1·hat it is not. These are the only two 

thoughts ! have on this particul.ar subhe-'ld. We will get into the 
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MR. MARTIN: others later. 

MR. EARI.E: :-fr. Chairman, as t said at the outset, I am not 

as thorour,hly familiar with my division as I should be and 

I admit it. I have checked into it a fair amount and all 

of the supplies to government are by public tender and 

public opening. 

NM - 12 

All of the suppliers - there is a list of people who can 

supply,and anybody's name can go on that list if he can provide 

the articles and can offer them. Very often, people do neglect 

to send in their names for cc~rtain things and if they are 

sent tender forms three times in succession and they do not 

respond to them, they do not bid; they are automatically taken 

off the list, and invari~bly I get a call from somebody 

and of course,his name is put back. 

But we cannot just keep sending out forms and wasting money 

and so on tn people who are not interested, so ~.re keep !J-,is ch-eek 

nn them. These people know• all of the people who are on the 

list, they are free to come if they wish to do so, at the public 

opening of all these tenders,which are kept closely sealed 

until the actual hour that the bids are opened. They can be 

present and see them. 

Now I should state this,that in connection with local 

suppliers, local manufacturers, particularly lo~al manufacturers, 

we try tc· bend over backwards to give preference as against 

what the honourable member fears we might be givinp something to 

the Mainland. Actually in manufactured goods, good which are 

manufactured in Newfoundland, we are within our regulations 

allowed to go within a ten per cent price differential in order 

to give it to a local manufacture who is employin~ ~ewfoundlanders, 

and we do this. 

It does not go for all purchases but this ~s left largely 

to the discretion of the minister and we try, where we can, to be 

fair but we have a responsibility that we must buy as cheaply as 

we can. All things beinr, equal, the question of quality is very 
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MR. E:\!U.E: carefully considered. 

We have in the division down there people who are experienced 

with the quality of goods and tvpe of thing that they are buying 

and we try to insist on getting good value for our money. 

I quite assure the honourable gentleman that if he were 

sitting in my office this question or condemnation of patronage, 

whatever the Minister of Finance may have said or may not have 

said, that there is not a day passes that people do not phone 

my office, particularly Progressive Conservative supporters,and 

say, '~1hat in the heck is going on, I am not Betting any 

business1" 

This thing is done on the up-and-up and completely 

fairly and I can get all kinds of calls from all sorts of people 

and sometimes supported by our own members, but I am afraid it 

does not cut any ice. We accept the lowest bid providing 

the quality and everything else is all right. 

As I say, I am not completely familiar with supply division 

but in the next few months I hope to be able to check that over 

pretty thoroughly and I think that I shall find that the same 

pertains there. 

~m.. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, I would.move that the co11D11ittee rise 

and report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion that the committee rise, report progress and 

ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

MR. D~PHY: ~r.Speaker, the Committee of Supply have considered 

the matters to tht,n referred, have made some progress and 

ask leave to sit again presently. 

On motion report received and adopted, committee ordered 

to sit again presently . . 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I would move that the House adjourn 

until three· o'clock this afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: I do now leave the Chair until 3:00 P.M. 


