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April 6, 1973 

The House met at 10:00 A.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

Tape 1072 (morning) IB-1 

MR. SPEAKER: r~ntlemen, before commencing todays proceedings, I 

would like to welcome to this honourable House grade VI students 

from The Sacred Heart section of the J.R. Smallwood Collegiate 

in Wabush with their teacher, Mr. Lloyd Snook. They are accompanied 

by six students from St. Pius X who are hosting the visiting 

group. I trus~ that your visit to the House of Assembly will be 

interesting and informative. 

HON. JOSEPH ROUSSEAU: (MINISTER OF REHABILITATION AND RECREATION): Mr. 

Speaker, I have a ministerial statement. I wonder if I could ask 

leave of the House to make it after the questions because I have one 

more oage coming up? 

PETITIONS 

HON. DR. A.T. ROWE: (MINISTER OF HEALTH): I would ask the indulgence 

of the House to make an apology for an item appearing in this mornings 

"Daily News". This statement on the health of the province emanated 

from the Division of Vital Statistics within my department and I 

apolo~ize. It should have been tabled to the members of the House 

beforehand. I saw it this morning in the news and asked my officals 

what was the reason that it had not been tabled. I understand that 

the senior offical of the Division of Vital Statistics is ill and this 

is the reason why the matter has slipped through to the press. Copies 

will be tablerl t0 the House today. 

AN l'ONOl'P.ARLE MEf>!BER: Inaudible. 

DR. ROWE: The number of people who died from heart disease, cancer.~ 

You should have had it before it got to the press. I am sorry. 

!fR. C. llPETT: Mr. Speaker, I beg leRve to present a petition on 

hehalf of the residents of communities in the southwest arm of 

Random. These communities are as follows: Northwest Brook, 

Queens Cove, Long Beach, Hodp.e's Cove, Caplin Cove, Little 

Ile a rt' s Ease, Rutter f'.ove., <".oosebe rry Cove and Southoort. The 

p.-tft1nn rrnd,1 Ml follows. It has bren si~ned by 932 people ;ind 
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they respectfully request that an effort be made this year. to 

improve road conditions in this part of the district of Trinity 

North. There was a question directed to the Minister of 

Transportation and Connntmications some days ago regarding this. 

He wanted to know if any representation had been made on behalf 

of these people. I guess that he was referring to this particular 

petition. It goes on to say, Sir; "Whereas the distance from 

the Trans Canada Highway to Southport is approximitely twenty miles 

and at its best travelling over it is anything but comfortable, the 

road passes through every other settlement and during the summer 

months the residents of these settlements are enveloped in dust 

and since the dwellings are built along this road, windows and 

doors of these dwellings·must always remain alosed due to the air 

becoming polluted with dust from passing motor vehicles. 

"There is always a continual flow of traffic over this road 

and millions of pounds of fish are transported over it annually. 

All s~pplies and provisions must be brought in by this road 

also. Sections of this road have never been upgraded and especially 

in the eastern section there are many bad and dangerous curves. 

Other roads in the province which do not serve as many settlements 

and as many people as the Southwest Arm Road does have been given 

priority especially where the roads throu~h the settlements have 

been paved. We contend that we have been unjustly n~glected and humbly 

request that the road in question be upgraded in 1973 and at least 

the sections of road through the settlements be paved. We 

respectfully request that our petition for road improvements be 

given sympathic hearing by the honourable memhers of our Provincial 

Government, for which we sha.11 forever pray. " 

I think to add to that, Mr. Speaker, that there must be 

in excess of one hundred peonle who commute daily over this road 

to work at Come Ry Chance, There are in excess of 2,000,000 pounds 

of fish trucked over it yearly. I heartily endorse this petition. 

I ask that it be placed on the tahle of the House and referred to 
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the department to which it relates. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition presented 

on behalf of 932 residents in the Southwest Arm Random area in the 

District of Trinity North. I think that it is a reasonable request. 

I trust that the ~overnment will be able to respond to the prayer 

of the petition in this fiscal year. Apart from the safety hazards 

that the honourable member mentioned, Sir, I do not think that 

the peoole shculd be forced to eat dust in this day and age and 

women hanP, out their clothes on the clothes lines down there 

with all the dust that is flying around. So, we have no hesitation, 

Mr. Sneaker, in supporting this petition. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present a petition on behalf 

of some 2,000 students from Memorial University of Newfoundland. Sir, 

the prayer of the petition is a very short one and simply reads, "We 

the students of Memorial Unive!sity totally condemn the action of 

the p;overnment in the alterations of the Students'Aid Programme." 

Sir, I think the students at the university certainly meant the 

mini-brief that they presented to the honourable members of the 

House of Assembly and to the Minister of Finance and to the Minister 

of Education to be given some consideration along with this particular 

petition. 

Sir, last ni~ht during the consideration of the estimates 

on the salary vote to the minister, I reviewed briefly the contents 

of this mini-brief and Sir, nothinp; can change the simple fact that 

the students this year -

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. If the honourable member will permit, 

the Chair would like to insoect the petition. From hearing what 

the honourable member said, it does not appear as if there is 

any prayer to the petition • It seems to be a statement only, 

with no prayer. By definition of petition, you must have a 

prayer. }layhe there is a prayer to the petition that the honourable 

memher wishes -

~.!!...:.. J:..:. _R~~.!";...:. With due respect, Sir. I have seen some pretty fancv 
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pretty complex and pretty comprehensive petitions come before this 

honourable House. I have seen something as simple if not more 

simple than we see here, Sir. 

HON. G. OTl'ENHEIMER: (MINISTER OF EDUCATION): On the point of order 

that the honourable the Speaker brought up, I would suggest that -

with all due respect, Your Honour - that whether there is a prayer 

or not to the petition - and I fully understand that petitions 

strictly and legally interpreted should have a prayer - whether 

there is or is not a prayer,that we have the leave of the House 

that the document be tabled. I realize that Your Honour is 

perhaps correct that a petition must have a prayer but whether 

one agrees or disagrees with what the document reports, certainly 

I think that we should give leave of the House that it in fact 

be tabled,and leave the technicality in abeyance. 

1'fR. SPEAKER-: I think the honour ah le the Minister of Education's 

point is well taken and the honourable the member may continue. 

MR. F. ROWE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker~ In speaking in sUl)port of 

this petition, Sir, nothing can change the simple fact that the 

students this year have to borrow an additional $800 up to $1400 

throu~h the Canadian Student Loan in order to qualify for free 

tuition or for allowances. Sir, I feel quite strongly that this 

can only result in a decline in student enrollment at the university 

during the coming year. As honourable members already know, Sir, the 

per capita attendance in this province is one point five per cent 

compared with three point one per cent with the rest of Canada. Sir, 

the. only thing that this can result in is inequality of educational 

opportunity in this province as far as the university education is 

concerned. 

The students of lower. middle and no income families, 

particularly in the more rural parts of our provfnce,are J'!Oin~ 

to find it much more difficult to come to universitv and I submit, 

Sir, that when a student 1~ 
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confronted with the possibility of having to borrow or go into 

debt to the tune of $7,000 over a five year period in order to 

get a Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of Science or any bachelor 

degree with that low earning power. Once he graduates he is going 

to think twice before going to university. So, Sir, I•give this 

petition my every support. 

I would like to point out the three proposals that the 

students do make in their mini-brief to the government: (1) The 

government initiate an independent study into the effects of any 

changes in their student-aid policy and that these be considered 

before any changes are made and that the report by the independent 

committee be made public, (2) The government immediately consult 

a joint committee of student affairs to discuss the student-aid 

policy, (3) That any and all changes in the student-aid programme 

be delayed at least until the fall semester. 

Sir, I think that these are reasonable requests. This 

government have mentioned time and time again the need for long-

term planning and the establishment of priorities. Sir, we can 

only assume that people seeking an university education also lay 

out their long-term plans. I would submit, Sir, that their plans 

were such that they were assuming that next term they would only 

have to borrow $600 in order to qualify for assistance. Overnight, 

Sir, they find that they have to borr01o1 up to $1,400. That certainly 

would interfere with their long-term plans, 

So, Sir, I give this petition my every support and I ask 

that this petition be placed on the table of the House and referred 

to the department to which it relates. 

HON. G. OTTENHEIMER (Minister of Education): Mr. Speaker, very briefly, 

I may point out that obviously,according to the rules of the House,one 

can only speak in support of a petition. Obviously one would not speak 

in support of a document, the main point of which ia condemnation of 
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the government, if one is a member of ~e government and if one 

has confidence in the govermnent. What I wish to point out i • 

that obviously this restricts what I can say without getting into 

a procedure of wrangle•• I understand that later today when we 

get back to the ministerial salary vote, the honourable member 

will be continuing and I would appreciate then, when he has 

finished, the opportunity to speak on it. There are some matters 

in actual fact which I think have been misunderstood. What I 

am saying now is that in order to avoid the necessity of a procedural 

wrangle I would be very restricted in what I could say. I would 

appreciate that when the honourable gentleman has completed his 

remarks under the heading of ~inister's salary in the Department 

of Education estimates, I will have an opportunity then to comment 

on this area and I think to give some facts which are probably not 

clear. 

_MR. W. N. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak in support of the 

petition. It is an important petition. I only want to make one or 

two points and very briefly. First of all, Sir, I am worried about the 

psychological impact of this measure on particularly the students 

from outside of St. John's. I know of some bright, intelligent young 

people from my own district,for example, living in small co111111unities, 

fishermen's sons and daughters who,in the ordinary course of events, 

under the old scheme would go to university. The thought of having to 

borrow and go into debt to the extent of up to $1,400 a year or more -

I mean there is no indication that a student can come from outside 

the province and live in St. John's here and pay tuition, pay board 

etc., etc., and live on that amount of money per year. There is no 

indication of that at all. There is a great likelihood of having to 

go into debt, up to $1,400 a year or more,and that psychological 

impact on a lot of our students from outside the province, coming from 

our less well-off families,is likely to discourage some of our best 
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young people from proceeding to the university. 

MR. MURPHY: 

the province. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: 

I am sure the honourable member means from outside 

No. from outside St. John's. I mean St. John's. 

People who have to come in and live in St. John's. If I said 

outside the province, I withdraw that, Sir. I mean outside the 

capital City of St. John's. The second point, Sir, is that there 

seems to be inherent in the new scheme propounded last year and 

this year by the Minister of Finance,on behalf of the government, 

a certain discrimination against university students. I realize 

that certain things are outside their jurisdiction but there seems 

to be a certain discrimination, not because of their fault but because 

of federal programmes which is the point I am trylng to make,where 

manpower students, i.e., get paid salaries and get paid this and that 

and the other thing, whereas university students do not get that, 

Sir. The third point is the shocking statistics which have already 

been cited by my colleague, the member for St. Barbe North,that 

in this province we have one-half the national average going to 

university and about one-quarter of the average going to university 

as seen in our more affluent provinces like Ontario and Alberta. 

Whatever we do in Newfoundland. Sir, we should not do anything to 

discourage the people who are likely to be the leaders of our 

society for some time to come, people who are going to certainly 

put back more into the common economic pool of this province than 

they have taken out by having a portion of their university education 

paid for. 

With those few brief remarks, Sir, I would like to go on 

record as supporting wholeheartedly the petition or at least the 

thought which is inherent in the petition that the students condemn 

this action by the government,and implicit in that, Sir. is the 

reverse; namely that the government reinstitute the programme which 
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had been in exi• tenc• for the lut number of yeara. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this petition. I 

aincerely aupport the will and the wish of the body of student• 

at our university. Mr. Speaker, I have to bring a personal problem 

into this really because maybe not every honourable member of this 

Bouse has faced it as I am faced with it at the present time. 

1974 will bring a year in my life when I hope to send at least 

one child to university. In 1976 I will send two others to 

university. In 1977 I will send another to university. Now, 

Mr. Speaker, I am confronted with quite a financial problem here 

because.if my figures are correct. either I or members of my 

immediate family have to borrow at least $1,400 before they can 

get any aid from the provincial govenunent. Now if (I hope that 

this happens. I hope that my f_our children do attend university) 

you give them an average of four years each in university, which 

would be the very minimum. this would come 1:0 well over $22,000 

within the next six or seven years that either I or members of 

my immediate family have to borrow. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when you consider the income of my 

family, that is my income, you realize that this is impossible. It 

is impossible and really this counts me out as far as sending 

my kids to university. Not only does it count me out but it counts 

also at least eighty-five per cent of the people of Newfoundland 

out. Anyone with an ordinary, average Newfoundland family will 

find it virtually impossible to send their children to university. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

_MR. THOMS: Yes, it is okay for the hon. member for St. John's Centre. 

MR. MURPHY: I have a son and he has started paying back now. He 

does not pay back until six months after he goes to work. It is no 

obligation on the honourable member. 

MR. THOMS: Well, Mr. Speaker, if the honourable member for 

St. John's Centre wants to speak on this, he can. Please give me a chance 

to speak. 
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MR. MURPHY: The honourable member is distorting facts. 

MR. THOMS: I am not distorting the facts. The figures I 

presented to you are accurate and true to the best of my 

knowledge and if they are not,will some honourable gentleman 

jump up and correct me. 

Page 5 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! The hon. member for Bonavista North 

has the right to be heard in silence and he has the floor. 

MR. THOMS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Now, Mr. Speaker, if 

the present policy of our present administration is followed 

this will be probably one of the greatest set-backs in our 

educational institutions in Newfoundland that we have seen 

for a long time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Under Standing Order No. 97, "there shall be no 

debate on a petition unless the House has it under consideration." 

The honourable member has made his point but now he is entering 

into a debate. The honourable member may clue up his remarks but 

may not enter into further debate on the subject. 

f\()GA 
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MR, THOMS: Mr. Speaker, sine• I am limited to debate on thi• 

petition, I do want to go on record as supporting this petition 

wholeheartedly and also that I will 'do all in my power to have 

the prayer of this petition brought before the government and 

hope that they will see fit to change their present policy. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this petition, 

if for no other reason, Sir, because it discriminates against 

the poor people of this province. It discriminates against 

the poor, Mr, Chairman, or the Minister of Sor.ial -

MR. ~PF.AKER: Order please. The honourable member can draw from 

Standing Order no. 97 with regard to debate on the petition, 

there can be no doubt th~t the honourable member is entering 

into debate. The honourable member will have to confine his 

remarks to those which fit within the Standing Orders. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, if my remark that this policy of the 

government, this announced policy does not discriminate against 

the poor, Sir, I feel that that fits within the rule that Your 

Honour just quoted, 

MR, SPEAKER: Again the honourable member is using a device 

which he uses particularly often when the Chair makes a ruling. 

Without directly challenging the ruling, the honourable member 

res\DDes his place and continues in the samr vein as when he 

was interrupted, The honourable member is very experienced 

in the House and knows full well how to proceed and I am quite 

sure he is capable of doing so. 

MR. NEARY: I am in the hands of Your Honour. Would Your Honour, 

tell me how I can support the petition without saying that it 

does not discriminate against the poor? 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

~~EARY: That 1 support the petition and con~ratulate the 

government for bringing in this measure for doing away with 

the students' allowance? 
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MR. WM. ROWE: I riae on a point .of order. A petition was brought 

before this House and the Speaker said that it might not 

be a petition which is appropriately received by this House. 

By universal consent of the House, the petition was in fact 

received. The prayer of the petition is that the signees to the 

petition condemn the government action. That prayer has been 

accepted as a legitimate topic for discussion in this House. 

My honourable colleague is now rising to support the petition 

which has been received universally by this House, Sir. The discussion 

on it has been universally by this House, How can my colleague 

then discuss something which condemns a p,overnment action without 

Your Honour calling him to order for entering into debate~ 

That is a legitimate question which has been asked by my colleague, 

Sir, and I would submit that discussion now being permitted in 

this House by everybody's consent,that he be permitted to make 

his remarks which are in support of the prayer of the petition. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER, Minister of Education; On a point of orrler, 

Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that the unanimous consent of the 

House concerned the tabling of the petition but that the rules 

of the House which preclude debate on a petition,no matter what 

it asks for, that unanimous consent did not effect the rules 

of debate, it did effect the tabling of the document. 

MR. SPEAKER: I think honourable members will admit that the point 

which was raised by the Chair initially, pointing to the flaw 

in the petition in that there was no prayer, has obviously 

led to this difference of, opinion on both sides of the House. 

I am inclined to agree with the Minister of Education on a point 

which he raised, in that the unanimour. consent was that it be 

deemed 1n order or the petition be deemed appropriate for tabling 

within the'House,rven thou~h ·full consideration of it does not 

revP.al any prayer. 

So far as it then hecominR open season as it w~re,to condemn the 

government, further remnrks of this nature will he ruled out of order. 
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MR, F. ROWE: Question please ot Your Honour - it is just a simple 

question, I just wanted to ask whether the Speaker in fact did 

rule that the petition did not contain a prayer? Did Bis 

Honour rule in that regard? 

MR. SPEAIC":R: I presume I must reply to the honourable member 

even though hypothetical questions are not answerable, This is 

probably not a hypothetical question. The Chair is not called 

upon to rule whether or not there was a prayer to the petition. 

The point brought up by the Chair and by unanimous consent of 

the House it was,the petition was received. There was no 

request to adjudicate on whether there was a prayer or not. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, in my opinion it is rather unfortunate 

that this policy should have been adopted at a time when the 

government is in the process of making arrangements for building 

a regional college in Corner Brook·. Is that in order, Mr. Speaker? 

Can I say that? Am I allowed to say that, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member deserves to be interrupted. 

He will be interrupted. The honourable member knows that the 

Chair has no hesitation in interrupting him, it has interrupted 

him on numerous occasions. However the Chair does not take kindlv 

to being bated into interruptions by the honourable member. 

MR. CROSBIE; On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, 

the next item. of business is the Education estimates,when this can 

be debated in full, as the honourable Minister of Education 

pointed out when the petition was presented. Therefore,all 

of this discussion on what you can say and not say in the 

petition is quite irrelevant. The whole matter can be debated 

in a few minutes time and the honourable gentleman can get on 

any relevancy he likes then. So why not wait for a few minutes? 

MR . .£.:_RQ_Wr:: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, it is true of 

any petition that is brought into this llousf'. Now I undertook 

yesterd~y, T promised the students that I would present this 
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MR.___!,._ RO~!f:..:.. petition to the House and this House has to 

deal with this particular petition in spite of what the 

Minister of Finance has said. 

NM - 4 

MR. SPEAKER: To quote perhaps a hackney phrase, I think the 

time has come to cease debate on this petition. Under Standing 

Order 97 this is quite in order. There has been debate on 

the petition -

MR. NEARY:_ No, there has not been debate on the petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bell Island has P.xceeded 

the question throughout the debate. 

MR. NEARY: Throw me out. Throw me out. 

MR. OTTENIIEI!-1ER: ~r. Speaker, there can certainly obviously 

be great differences of opinion here, but when an honourable 

member shows what is quite obvious to all to be contempt for 

the Chair, whoever happens to be in the Chair, who says, 

''Throw me out, throw me out," what is the inference? "I will 

do what I want to. I want the Chair to throw me out. I want 

the headlines. I want to be the martyr.• I would su~gest, 

Mr. Speaker, that it is impossible to proceed with any kind of 

order whatsoever, if any honourable member on any side shows 

such contempt for this House, the people here, the people who 

sent us here and you, as to continue in that vein. I call upon 

some of the honourable gentleman's colleagues who I think 

obviously will be very emhar~assed to do so, obviously they would 

be very embarrassed to do so,and that is not fair. But I am 

q~ite sure that they know that it is impossible to have a sensible• 

lor,ical approach to anythinR if any honourable member should show such 

contempt for all of us as to continue in that vein. 

'.'-fR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, may I r,o on with the support of the 

petition? 

~IR. SPF.AKF.R: The debate on the petitlon that is before the 

House has now ceased. Are there any further petitions? 
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MR. I. HOWARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present a petition 

from 186 voters of Red Head Cove, Bay de Verde, The prayer of 

the petition is that the government undertake -

AN, HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, The honourable member for Bay de 

Verde certainly has the right to be heard in silence when he 

is presenting a matter of some importance to him and to his 

constituents. The honourable members both to my right 

to my left should bear him the courtesy that his petition 

and the honourable member deserve. 

MR. HOWARD: The prayer of the petition is,"the petition of the 

underai1t11ed, being residents of Bay de Verde District, do humbly 

show that cattle raising and paatural farming is one of the 

few potential industries in our district capable of bringing 

in new dollars and boosting the economy of our area. 

"(2) Cattle roaming at large is becoming an unpcpular 

nuisance and an expensive project. Increased motor traffic, 

coupled with physical and geographical hazards make the 

morality rate too expensive an adventure to promote or 

engage in. (3) We firmly 
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believe that a controlled fenced and ~ared for pasture should eliminate 

much of the financial risk involved and tend to promote the cattle 

industry in this district with its abundant marsh land and best 

grazing grounds. (4) A random survey shows that about 200,000 

pounds of meat is consumed in this district and the ~reater part 

of this amount is brought in from outside. This means 400 to 

500 head of cattle which in tems of buying, breedin~, pasturin~. 

butchering and selling constitutes a sizeable industry to our 

already lean economy in this district. 

"Your petitioners pray that government in line with this 

present industrial philosophy will take heed of our request and 

proceed without undue delay to set in motion the machinery 

whereby a cattle industry in this district will soon become 

a reality. Your petitioners further pray that some tangible 

action will result from our petition." 

I fully support this petition and ask that it be laid 

upon the table of this House and referred to the department to 

which it relates. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of my colleagues on 

this side of the House to humbly support the petition presented 

by my hon. friend. Mr. Speaker, in so doing I trust that both 

the Departmert of Rural Development and the Department of Forestry 

and Agriculture will take this petition and take a very close look 

at it. The beef production in Newfoundland today is practically 

nil when you compare it with the consumption of production within 

our province. Now this has been caused really because we have not 

been a farming co11D11unity in the past and we have only been this 

last ten years really partaking in this new industry of farming 

of all sorts. For years, Mr. Speaker, we had a vast population 

of sheep in ou~ province and this last forty years this population 

have dwindled to almost nil. It is on the verge of recovery at the 
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present time. But the main reason why our sheep population 

disappeared was because of the epidemic of dogs that we have 

had over the years and this epidemic is still with us today. 

Only last week I had an experience of losing two geese which 

were destroyed by six dogs in my backyard in Middle Brook, 

Now we have an epidemic of dogs most definitely not 

only in my community but throughout the whole Province of 

Newfoundland even in the City of St. John's I may say. Mr. Speaker, 

not only do these dogs attack the sheep but they also attack young 

cows. If you were to speak to some of our farmers they would give 

you proof of this. So, Mr. Speaker, while these two departments 

are looking closely at this petition I hope and pray that the 

Department of Justice will also take a close look at it and see 

if there is any way possible that we can control the epidemic of 

dogs which now exist in our province. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues on this side 

of the House,we wholeheartedly support this petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further petitions? 

HON. J.C.. ROUSSEAU(MINISTER OF REHABILITATION AND RECREATION): I 

have what I think to be an important statement, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, for some time the government have been 

concerned with the position of the employees of the United States 

Air Force Base at Goose Airport, especially with respect to their 

future employment opportunities, · their existing pension rights 

and their termination benefits. In view, therefore, of the 

pending transfer of employees and in order to clarify the 

~rovincial government's position on this matter and to assist, 

we hope, in advancing their cause, I feel it incumbent upon me 

to make a statement to the House concerning the government's 

position in this whole matter. 

For the past three or four years a representative group 

of employees of the United States Air Force B~se have been concerned 
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with such matters as pension rights, severance pay and other fringe 

benefits, especially in the light of long-term service,and as well 

with the fear which existed among many employees with respect to 

the future of the air base, plus the fact that certain employees 

had benefits and others did not. While it is my understanding 

that representations have been made by these employees in the 

past, it was, however, not until March, 1972, when it was decided 

by the United States authorities that a review would be made of 

pensions and related benefits. Upon representation to the 

provincial government, the employees were granted the co-operation 

of the government in that advice was provided for them as to the 

appropriate course of action to take with respect to their pension 

and other fringe benefit review. 

Through the offices of my colleage, the member for 

St. John's Centre, when he was Minister of Provincial and 

Labrador Affairs, and upon the direction of the Premier; Mr. Alec G. 

Henley, C.L.U., Insurance Consultant of A.G. Henley Associates 

Limited; and Mr. Fred Bishop,of the Justice Department, were 

requested to proceed to Goose Bay to meet with the employees and 

to discuss with them and advise them upon representation with 

respect to their pension and other requirements. This was 

completed in February and March, 1972, and as a result, in 

July, 1972, word was received of improved benefits and of the extent 

to which the United States Government were prepared to go. 

Upon review of the improvements in the plan and in 

the light of anticipated change of status within the base,as it 

is now well known to the members of the House, employees involved 

were still concerned RS to the problem they faced within their 

employment, their future prospects as well as the lack of benefits 

in certain areas. As a result of representations by the same 

committee to the ~overnment, it was agree~ that Mr. Henley should 
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be asked to completely review the problem in the light of 

changing circumstances and report to the government with 

recommendations as to a reasonable course of action in the light 

of the issues raised by the employees. Mr. F.J. Fitzpatrick was 

seconded to assist Mr. Henley in reviewing the employees' situation. 

On January 22, 1973. Mr. Henley filed his report to 

the provincial govermnent. which was endorsed completely by 

cabinet and,as a result of the acceptance of the recommendations 

in the Henley Report, I communicated on behalf of the government 

to the Honourable Mitchell Sharp, Minister of External Affairs, 

and the Honourable J. Marchand, Minister of Transport, on 

February 22, 1973. 

In this communication I outlined the history of the 

endeavours of the employees and stated the exceptional circumstances 

which prevailed in the present situation, highlighting the element 

of uncertainty with respect to employment and the lack of 

continuity in employment as having decided psychological effects 

upon all employees. It was because of this fears were raised 

with respect to the options open to employees and the resultant 

withdrawal from participation in the pension plan and the 

forfeiture of certain rights. 

After reviewing the rights of the employees and outlining 

the various inequities that existed, it could be stated that the 

following recommendations indicate the position of the provincial 

government: 

(1) That as of a date to be agreed upon, which date would precede 

the present decision to reduce forces at Goose Air Base, the 

Excelsior Pension Plan be changed to correspond in formula with 
. . 

respect to benefits to that of the United States Civil Service 

Pension Plan, and that this apply to all appropriated fund and 

non-appropriated fund employees. 
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(2) That because of the restriction placed upon the employees by 

the employer, their participation in the Canada Pension Plan now 

be dated back to January 1, 1966, or their eli~ibility date if 

later, and that the cost of this adjustment be borne by the 

employer in view of the circumstances. 

(3) That all employees, appropriated fund and non-appropriated 

fund, receive benefits under the pension plan in relation to their 

service, especially those with restricted past service as a result 

of compulsory participation in 1968. 

(4) That for those employees moving to the Ministry of Transport 

for future employment, the pension attained to date on a final 

average basis with the United States Air Force as employer 

should be funded immediately for those employees, with the 

appropriate vesting provisions. 

(5) That consideration be ~iven to improvin~ the severance pay 

of all employees in view of the particular circumstances. 

JM - 5 

(6) That in view of the uncertainty of future employment, especially 

with the announced intention to renegotiate the lease in 1976, 

voluntary retirement be considered involuntary retirement unless 

otherwise assurance is ~iven to employees as to future security 

of employment. This is essential, as the uncertainty of future 

employment may force employees to seek more secure employment, 
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This, in effect, can be considered involuntary separation •. 

(7) That all employment. continuous and non-continuous, be used as 

R credit for employee service. 

(8) That if the Excelsior Pension Plan is not improved comparable 

to the United States Civil Service Plan, provision be made for the 

following: 

(a) In the even of involuntary retirement, complete vesting 

in the employer's contributions should be extended whether or 

not the employee withdraws all or part of his contributions. Such 

vesting should provide for a pension benefit accrued to date as 

a percentage of the employee's pension assumed to be received at 

age 65 in relation to his potential career service. less 

consideration for the employee withdrawing his contributions. 

This would provide equity because of the fact that in early 

years the employer contributes very little into the plan in the 

purchase of units of pension. 

(b) Involuntary retirement provides, at the present time, at age 

55,with 30 years service, full pension. Consideration should be 

given to retaining the age but reducing the years of service, as 

on the present basis it would appear that one per cent of the 

employees could only benefit from this after 1982. 

(c) Involuntary retirement should permit actuarially reduced 

pensions below age 55, tied to a period of service. (2½ per cent 

is presently being used.) 

(d) Unused sick leave should be credited towards service 

time for computation of pension upon separation, either voluntary 

or involuntary. 

(9) That assurances with respect to better communication, administrative 

support and a respresentative residential officer where employees 

may seek information with respect to their benefits in the event 

of complete withdrawal of the United States Forces as employer 

from the area 1be given. This could be as a result of reiistration 

of all information within the given office in the Capital City of 

St. John's, or with a department of the provincial or federal 
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government. 

I concluded this communication by urging upon the federal 

government the need to immediately make representations to the 

American authorities to have the position of the employees improved 

to their satisfaction. 

The whole purpose of this exercise, Mr. Speaker, was 

to impress upon the federal ~overnment that these employees have 

a reasonable case which we feel our letter to the Honourable 

Mitchell Sharp illustrates and which was based upon the report 

submitted to government. We are in collllllunication with the 

federal government,waiting to hear from them as to their position 

upon the representation. However, as time is passing, we feel 

that we should make our position public in order that the employees 

may be fully aware what is being done on their behalf. 

This government is concerned that the employees involved, 

who have legitimate rights,should have these rights protected. 

While we realize that a transfer of employees to the Ministry 

of Transport will look after certain employment needs, we, 

nevertheless, feel very strongly that those employees who have 

no rights at all should also be protected. We are concerned 

further with the uncertainty with which certain employees are 

faced as well as the economic needs as a result of the government 

uncertainty as illustrated in the communication of March 5, 1973, 

and I quote "Basically, the Ministry of Transport will provide 

an opportunity for employment for up to three years at Goose Bay." 

However, we are limited in our ability to deal directly with this 

problem and we look forward to favourable action by the federal 

government to our representations. 

Let me state emphatically that we concur with the 

observation of Mr. Henley that the pension plan as a continuing 

pension plan of those employees involved is not unreasonable 

under ordinary circumstances, although there is a need for some 

improvements. We also concur with his observation that these are 

extraordinary circumstances in which thP employec>s now find 
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themselves. And, in view of this, we concur with his obsetvations 

as to the reasons for and the recommendations to improve the 

benefits of the employees to reflect a compassion for their 

peculiar situation, especially for those employees who do not 

now enjoy benefits. We are concerned about the loss of rights 

under the vesting provisions of the pension plan,especially if 

employees are forced to withdrat, their own contributions. We 

are further concerned with the problems of rolling over pension 

rights into the federal government's superannuation plan where 

employees are so transferred, and, most important, we are concerned 

for those non-appropriated fund employees. 

There are three groups of Canadian Civilian employees 

who are employed at the United States Air Force Base. Those are 

the Canadian Ci~ilian,appropriated fund employees who are in the 

United States Civilian Pension Plan. There are then the Canadian 

Civilian appropriated fund employees who are in the Excelsior Plan 

and there are then the non-appropriated fund employees, that is, 

employees who are not pa!d directly from the United States Air 

Forc~s Base Vote but are paid from funds generated within the 

Base itself, such as the PX, the laundry, etc., who have no 

benefits whatever except participation in the Canada Pension Plan. 

It would be most regrettable if the United States authorities, 

in view of the exellent relations which existed between Newfoundlanders 

and Americans during the years.from that day in 1941 •ihen the Edmond 

B. Alexander came in here with the first contingent of United States 

Troops,were now in an era where they are about to phasedown and 

possibly phaseout from this area and were to leave under circumstances 

and conditions that would leave a sour taste. 

Mr. Speaker, this statement is made to inform the House of what 

has transpired and what this government is doing on behalf of the 

employees as well as to inform the employees at Goose Air Base. It 

is my sincere hope and wish that I will be able to inform the House 
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in the near future of some good news as a result of representation 

by this govenunent on behalf of the employees of the Goose Air 

Base. 

Thank you. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

DR. A. T. ROWE, {MINISTER OF HEALTH): Mr. Speaker, I give notice 

that I will on tomorrow ask leave of this honourable House to present 

'1 bill, an "Act To .Amend the Mental Health Act." 

HON. H. COLLINS (MINISTER OF MUNICIPAL AFFARIS AND HOUSING): Mr. 

Speaker, I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask leave of the 

House to introduce a bill , "An Act Further To .Amend the City 

of St. John's Act." 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

HON. A. J. MURPHY (MINISTER OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE): Mr. Speaker, 

I have a few answers to questions. I am going to table them, 

All the information is here. There is one particular question 

that I would just like to mention one or two things on it. This 

is Question No. 13,on the Order Paper of February 22, asked by 

the honourable member for Bell Island. It asks for the cost of 

repairs to houses by electoral districts during February,1972. 

The reason I want just to bring to the attention of the House 

there are three large ones particularly; Gander, twenty-five cases, 

this is a project under a LIP programme that is tmdertaken in 

Peterview. There is another one St. John's South, $16,000. This 

is the LIP programme on the Blackhead Road or Shea Heightsiand 

St. John's North, $ 7, OOC - eighteen cases, twenty-one on Shea Heights 

actually and twenty-five in Peterview, eighteen -

MR. NEARY: I thought Bell Island got $23,000. 

MR. MURPHY: Perpetual lip. 

St. John's North.eir,hteen cases which is the Mundy Pond 

RpC>cial projects, $7,000. ThC' r<-11t, Mr. Spc•okr.•r, I wtll t11l,lr• tl111t 

om•. C/11('Btion No. 7,askc•d hy tlic- Home• 11ono11rahlc• 1111•mbt•r,011 th" 
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Order Paper of February 21. Answers to the member and also for 

the press.so as the people can be informed. Question No. 185 on 

the Order Paper of March 21. Question No. 141. 

HON. A.T.ROWE, Minister of Health: ~r. Speaker, Question No.196, 

Grder Paper, March 26,asked by the honourable the Leader of the 

Opposition, and the answer to Question No. 199,on the Or~er Paper 

of Tuesday March 27, questions asked by the honourable the Leader 

of the Opposition. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any other further answers to questions? 

HON. H. R. V. EARLE: (MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES): Mr . 

Speaker, before calling Orders of the Day I should just like to 

report to the House,in Buchans the schools and hospital,every

thing is under control. Four boilers have been installed. The 

officials of the Department of Public Works have worked far beyond 

the call of duty, more or less on a twenty-four hour basis,and 

everything is in good operating condition and conditions are quite 

satisfactory. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

honourable the Premier. In view of the facts, Sir, that it was 

announced this morning that food prices across Canada have gone up 

another point, what is the provincial government doing to deal with 

possible causes of this increase that come under provincial jurisdiction? 

HON. F. D. MOORES jPREMIER): _Mr. Speaker, not just those food 

prices have come under provincial jurisdiction because the 

food prices,in this province particularly,are due to very high 

transportation costs, 
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We have had a series of meetin~s with the three Premiers from the 

Matiti.me Provinces and on Monday we are meeting with ~r. ¥archand 

and Mr. Jamieson, in Ottawa,regarding transportation costs to this 

area. Hopefully, some benefit will come from it whereby there will 

be a reduction in the cost of living in the province. It is a 

very great concern of this p,overmnent and one that we will do our 

utmost to try to cure. 

MR. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker - oh the Minister of Health is not ••• 

Mll.. ~1EARY: There he is. He is back in the House again. 

MR. WINSOR: I will wait for the honourable minister. 

}1R. NEARY: You have to put your ouestion. We will have to get seat 

belts for the ministers to keep them in their seats. 

".(It. WliNSOR: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

honourable }iinister of Health. It came to my mind when he made a 

statement about the error in the press about births and deaths and 

what have you. Cnn the minister inform the House if there are any 

cases or any known cases, if so,how many victims that are suffering 

from the effect of the Thalidamide drug? It is (!uite a concern now 

in North America and I wonder if there are any known cases existing 

in Newfoundland? 

HON. A.T .ROWE(MINISTER OF HEALTH)....:... Mr. Sp£>aker, to my knowledge I 

do not think there are any cases in Ne"",foundland of disahilitiE's or 

conp,enital abnormalities resultinr, from the use of the drug 

Thalidamide. I hav~ not heard of any but I wjll make a~solutely 

certain. I think if there had been a case I am sure I would have 

heard about it from one direction or another. I do not think there 

have been any but I will check specifically. 

AN HON. r-<E~ffi F.~ : Were there any in Can2da? 

DR. ROWE: In Canada, yes. The drug was used in Canada for a number 

of months before it was taken off the market. I do not think we have 

one but I will specificnlly find out.definitely. 

HR. woomrARn : Mr. Spc;iker, the f1inister of Panpower and Industrial 

Relations is not in his sent today so I would like to direct a 
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question to the ~inister of Recreation and Rehabilitation. In 

view of the ~tatement that was made this morning by the minister, 

can he inform the House what is taking place as far as provincial 

assistance is concerned that is being given to the employees of 

Goose Air Base? Is the Department of Manpower and Industrial 

Relations involved in the phase out? Are they assisting those 

people in getting work with the M.O.T.? Is there any involvement 

whatsoever by the Department of Manpower and Immigration 

or any involvement by the minister's department? 

HON. J.G.ROUSSEAU (MINISTER OF RECREATION AND REHABILITION): 

important point to mention here is that, well, as a member for 

The 

Labrador,of course, I am very concerned with the transfer of employees 

from the United States force to the M.O.T. The point of the 

ministerial statement this morning concerned mainly pension rights. 

This was our concern and this is what the statement concerned this 

morning, not the transfer of employees. 

As I understand it, there is a committee,made up jointly 

of the provincial and federal governments,with the honourable member I 

believe and the federal member for Grand Falls-White Bay-Labrador as 

ex officio members. To the best of my knowledge, that is the extent 

of the provincial government's participation; by participating in 

this group, this task force,to ensure the smooth transfer of personnel 

from the USAF force to the H.O.T. force. 

I:1.!l~WOODl~A_!{_]?_:__ A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. ':he Department 

of Manpower, federal, have offered assistance on a consulting basis 

to that particular group. We have no one in the p,roup on the 

provincial side that is involved with manpower or industrial relations 

and I feel very stronr.ly about the roll over of the Excelsior Plan 

into the Superannuation Federal Scheme. I think the Provincial 

Department of Manpower and Industrial Relations should give some 

assistance in this respect,to see that it is done. 

1-'R. ROlTS~F.Al': --- --- --- Quite apart from the task force which I previously 

mentioned, of course,! cannot speak for the Department of ~anpower and 
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Industrial Relations, but I think on past evidence,in their 

involvement in any area which is struck like this, I do not think 

that the Department of Manpower and Industrial Relations will 

leave these people in the lurch if there is anything they can do. 

As I say, I cannot speak officially for them but on the basis of 

past evidence, where they have become involved at the Octagon 

Plant when there was a lay off there and so on and so forth. 

I think this has been a continuin~ policy of government 

when such an occurrence is precipitated as will be precipitated 

at the Goose Bay Air Force Base. I am sure that the Department 

of Manpwoer and Industrial Relations will ~ive every consideration 

as to any help they can provide in the area. 

MR. WOODWARD : A supplementary question. Maybe I am directinp; the 

questions to the bottom tier of the cabinet, perhaps I should direct 

them to the Minister of Industrial Relations, Mr. Speaker. 

I have a question for the Minister of Industrial Development. 

As mentioned in the minister's statement, a number of people that 

have been employed with non-appropriated funds and funds derived 

directly from businesses on the base who are not involved in any 

particular scheme whatsoever, I was wondering if maybe the honourable 

minister can tell us if either his department or the Department of 

~anpower and Industrial Relations are prepared to get involved in 

nep,otiatinp; on behalf of those people to see th.at they are placed in 

some type of employment. There could eventually be 150 people 

without jobs in this respect. 

t-'R. DOODY : . ------ - As the bonournble member is aware, there was a .1oint 

task force appointe<l hy the Premier and the ~inister of Re~ional 

and Economic Expansion. There are four provincial departments 

represented on that now. There has also been a liaison officer 

appointed from each of the other, - they have had two meetinr,s so far 

as I understand it in C.oose Bay. The honourable member who is 

askinr the question is a member of that conmdttee. I have read the 

minutes of hath mcPtfnrs hut I hnve not seen the questions nor the 
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points that you have asked here raised on these minutes at the 

meeting. 

Morning 

If you were to suggest at one of these meetings of the 

joint Federal-Provincial Task Force in Goose Bay, I am sure that 

the various departments which you mention would be only too happy 

to appoint representatives or to bring these points up. Anything 

that can possibly be done at -that level we will certainly do, 

The old Department of .Labour which is now the Department 

of Manpower and Industrial Relations are quite willing and anxious to 

assist in any kind of job transfer or job assistance or placement, 

just as they were,as my colleague has pointed out,in the close 

down of various mines and so on. 

Should the joint Federal-Provincial Task Force request 

that kind of participation,the people are available. 

~- WOODWARD: A supplementary question to the ~inister of 

Industrial Development~ Mr. Speaker. I feel that there is a great 

need - I do not think we can do it on the level of the people that 

the minister has appointed to that particular task force. They 

are not the senior civil servants of his department and they are 

not on the ministerial level ••• 

~- MARSHALL: On a point of order, ~r. Speaker, I hesitate to 

interrupt the honourable the member for Labrador North ••• 

!'fR ._!_'f:!'.RY_:_ Sit down. 

MR. MARSHALL: I hesitate to ••• 

?"R. SPF.AKER: Order please! Any member has the ri~ht to rise on a 

point of order at any time. Of course, in doing so his remarks 

should not be anticipated by any of the other members. He has the 

right to be heard in silence and that is a r,eneral courtesy that 

has grown up over the centuries and it should be extended to all 

sides. 

!._'R. }~APS.!!_A;LJ,_:_ Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think courtesy is a 

fore:lp.n word to the honourahle the member for Jlell Island .• 
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On the point of order, Mr. Speaker, I hesitate to 

interrupt my friend from Labrador North,both because he is an 

old client of mine as such and the fact. that he is relatively 

new to this House. The point of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, 

that the honourable member, in asking questions, is really 

entering into debate ,which is not re1;tlly allowed. 

MR. l-JOODWARD: I will refrain from enterin~ into debate and 

go directly into the questions, ~r. Speaker. I would lfke to 

}'.orninp; 

ask the honourable Minister of Ind'ustrial Development if he can re

assure us,and I do not think that possibly a person with this 

task force is sufficient. We would like to have a represel\tative 

of }'fanpower and Immigration to go into Goose Bay to sit down with 

the different groups and help solve their differences. 
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They can assess some of the problems that were made in this statement 

today. So, I am wondering if he can see fit to ask his colleague, 

the Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations to have someone 

irepresent him in the area now during this particular phase in and 

phase out of USAF. 

HON. W. 000nY: (MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT): As I say, 

the representation should be made through that joint task force. 

As soon as that request comes in, we would be only too happy to 

act on it. The terns of reference were supplied to the honourable 

member before the conunittee was appointed and I feel that had you 

felt it necessary or had your colleagues in Ottawa felt it necessary 

that that particular government department be represented on it, I 

am sure that would have been the case. Right now I do not think 

it is too late. I think that we can probably still convince Ottawa 

to go along with what you are saying. I have no objection to it. 

I think it is a good idea but I cannot give you an assurance right 

now. I will have to consult with the other people. 

MR. M. WOODWARD: Just another supplementary question, Mr. Speaker, 

Manpower saw fit to bring a consultant to offer services to this 

particular group, not only this Particular group but also any 

group in the area,like N.P.F. people that were having difficulties. 

So, could we get the same assurance,that this will be done,from 

the minister? 

MR. DOOnY: Certainly. 

DR. ROl~i: Mr. Speaker, may I have leave of the House to table this 

document. It is a report on the births, deaths, marriages 

and the problems in the year 1971 as referred to in my earlier statements. 

On motion the report tabled, 

MR. NEARY: ~r. Speaker, as this i.s F.riday again, I would like to 

put a ~uestion to the ~inister of Industrial Development. How is 

the going-out-of-business sale down at the Octagon coming along? 

MR. noonv: It ti; in good hand!'!. We had another meet-tn,i: this morninp., 
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I notice that you are glancing at the galler1es as you ask me 

the question. There are various interested oarties. Wear~ 

trying to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion as quickly as we 

can. I know that there is a great deal of pressure. I am sure 

that the honourable member is aware that there is a great deal 

of pressure but we are doinp, the best we possibly can under the 

circumstances. Bear with us for another few days and I am sure 

we will have the whole thin~ resolved. 

MR. THO~S: I would like to direct a question to the Minister of 

Industrial Develonment. Could the minister inform this House if 

there are to date any loans being awarded under the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Development Corporation? 

IB-2 

¥R. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, to the best of my knowledge there have 

been no loans awarded under our scheme. There are quite a number 

now being processed. I understand that Mr. Spencer and his people 

are interviewing and talking to and researching various 

applications that are in. To the best of my knowledge, there 

have been none actually granted as yet. 

MR. THOMS: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Could the 

honourable minister inform us how soon any loans will be 

awarded? 

MR. OOODY: No. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Speaker, I wo~ld like to direct a question to 

the - I do not know if I should·direct it to the Minister of 

Industrial Development or the ~in1ster of Mines and Energy or 

maybe the person is the Minister of Finance. I have difficulty 

in decidinp, what resoons1bilities those People have or who is 

doing what, Mr. Speaker. I am sincere in saying this. I would 

like to ask the m1nister,in the chanr,e-over of management at 

Labrador Linerhoard which I welcome, as of late,with the new 

manar,ement coming in and streamlf.ninr, the onerat1on, how mnny 

n~onlc will be losinr, 1obs that are now permanently emn]oved 

in that operation? 
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HON. J.C. CROSBIE: (MINISTER OF FINANCE): ~r. Speaker, as a result 

of reorganization of the operations at Goose Bay, there have 

been thirteen terminations, seven transfers from salary emnloyee 

status to hourly employee status, two persons relocated to Stevenville 

and one resignation. That is twenty-three all together. The people 

from Forestal are all moved out now. They were all finished on 

April 2nd. I believe that is the total. 

As a result, this is to reorganize the ooeration, cut costs 

and hopefully to make it more efficient. The net savings because 

of this at C.oose should be $190,000 in a year. The new organization 

is now there and we hope that it will produce results. 

MR. WOODWARD: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Will this 

be the final reduction when those twenty-three people are either 

transferred or terminated? 

~. CROSBIE: Well, this is a matter of course that is up to t~e 

management to decide hut from a conversation that I had this 

morning, I understand that this is it. They now have there 

new organization at Goose and now we have to have some time to 

see if this works. We see no reason why - this will be the 

organization as long as it works ~roperly and everybody does a 

good job. So, this is the final change at the moment. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

honourable the Premier and also the Minister of Fisheries. In view 

of the fact of the severe ice conditions on the Nort:1east Coast 

this season and because of this the fishing season is gojng to be 

somewhat late, has the minister taken any consideration as to giving 

our fishermen on the Northeast Coast some assistance and if not, 

have thev been in contact with the federal ~overnment as to some 

possible programme of assistance to the fishermen?. 

HON. F.D. MOORES: (PREMIER): I was absent from the House when the 

question was asked. Would vou rer,eat it please? 

MR. THOMS: In view of the fact of the ice conditions on the Northeast 

Coast thiR season, the fishinp, season w:1.11 be somewhRt 1 ,cite. Does the 
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Provincial Department of Fisheries or the province plan on giving 

the fishermen in that area anv assistance and if not, have they 

been in contact with the federal government as to coming up with 

some kind of a "rogramme on a cost-share basis to assist these 

fishermen? 

MR. MOORES: We have tried to come up with the federal government 

on a fishermed~ insurance, ~r. Speaker, and have been turned down 

continuously on it. It is on-going. We will continue to do so. 

I am afraid the ~overnment cannot be responsible for the ice 

conditions on the Northeast Coast. We know it is unfortunate 

and we hope that the wind will change and the ice will blow 

off. There is no time lost yet in the fishery on the Northeast 

Coast as the honourahle gentleman well knows and until such time 

as there is, there is not much that we can do. 

On motion of the hon. Minister of Mines and Energy, a bill, 

"An Act 1-·urther To Amend The Crown LAnds (Mines and Quarries) Act, 

read a f1rst time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

On motion of the hon. Minister of Argiculture and Forests, 

a bill, "An Act To Rev:lf;f' And Consolidate The Law With Respect To 

The MarketinR Of Natural Products, 11 read a first time, ordered 

read a second time on tomocrow. 

On motion of the hon. Minister of Justice, a bill, "An 

Act To Fepeal The Department Of Labrador Affairs Act," read a 

first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 
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On motion of the honourable Minieter of Industrial 

Development, A Hill, "An Act To ~atify, Confirm And Adopt An 

Indenture Entered Into Between The (;overnment, Newfoundland 

Steel (1968) Company Limited And Lundrigans Limited With Respect 

To The Termination Of The Agreement Forming The Schedule 

To The Government - Newfoundland Steel (1968) Company Limited -

Lundrigans Limited (Agreement) Act, 1969, And To Make 

Statutory Provision Respecting Matters Connected Therewith," 

read a first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

On motion of the honourable Minister of Health, A Bill, 

"An Act Further To Amend The Health And Public Welfare Act," 

read a first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow, 

On motion of the honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs 

And Housing, A Bill, "An Act To Ratify, Confirm And Adc,pt 

An Agreement Made Between The Government And Kennco Exploration11 

Canada Limited." -

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I do not mind ratifying and confirminr 

and adopting agreements but there must be an error here somewhere. 

I believe this Bill should be in the name of the Minister of 

Industrial Development. 

MR. MARSHALL: When it comes to second reading we will sort that 

out. It was introduced by the government anyway. 

On motion of the honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing, A Bill, "An Act To ltatify, Confirm And Adopt 

An Agreement Made Between The Government And Kennco Explorations 

Canada Limited," read a first time, ordered read a second time 

on tomorrow. 

On motion of the honourable Minister of Justice, A Bill, 

"An Act To Amend The Dog Act, 1966," read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow, 

On motion of the honourable Minister of Finance, A Bill, 

"An Act To Further Amend The Gasoline Tax Act," read a first 

time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow, 
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On motion, A Bill, "An Act Respecting Proceedings 

Against The Crown," read a third time, ordered passed and title 

be as on the Order Paper. 

On motion, -A Bill, "An Act Respecting Allowances For . 

· Certain People In Private Homes For Special Care," read a 

third time, ordered passed and title be as on the Order 

Paper. 

On motion, A Bill, "An Act Further To Amend The 

Highway Traffic Act," read a third time, ordered passed and 

title be as on the Order Paper. 

On motion, A Bill, "An Act To Amend The Welfare Institutions 

Licenaing Act," read a third time, ordered passed and title 

be as on the Order Paper. 

On motion, A Bill, "An Act Further To Amend The City Of 

Corner Brook Act," read a third time, ordered passed and title 

be as on the Order Paper. 

On motion, A Bill, "An Act Respecting Tenancies Of 

Residential Premises," read a third time, ordered passed and 

title be as on the Order Paper. 

On motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of 

Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

HEAD 601-01: (Education) 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, last night I was just getting to 

my few remarks on this particular vote under the Department 

of Education. I was trying to point out the simple fact 

that as far as university education is concerned in this 

province now as it relates to the assistance and tuition 

a student can get and the fact that they now have to borrow 

$1,400 before qualifying for such as~istance,that we come 

full circle back to pre-Confederation days as far as educational 

opportunity is concerned for a higher education. 

Sir, we now have a situation where it is not the intellett 

of a student or.the 
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magnitude or the size of the brain of a student that count• nor i• 

it the ambition nor the drive nor the industry of a student that 

qualifies him for a university education but it goes right back 

to the size of his wallet, Sir. I said that, Sir, in full 

realization of the fact that students can borrow up to $7,000 

over a five year period,and many of the degrees now are joined 

degrees and some of the professional degrees are five 

year degress, I say that in full realization of the fact that 

students can borrow this money and they do not have to start to 

pay it back until six months after they have gained employment 

or after they have graduated from the university. 

Btit the point is, Sir, and I ask this question quite 

sincerely, how many people in Newfoundland, how many young people 

in Newfoundland who are from middle, low income and no income 

groups are ~oing to put themselves $7,000 in debt to get a single 

degree, an undergraduate degree from a university,when most of 

these undergraduate degrees do not give students or graduates a 

high earning power? I submit, Sir, that many, many students will 

take a second look at going to university under these circumstances. 

Sir, it was just over the past couple of years that the hon. 

Minister of Finance garnered the support of just about every 

single university student in this province in his leadership 

campaign and in the two provincial election campaigns and the 

students of this province were instrumental in getting the 

Liberals defeated and they voted for a change of policy and this 

is the gratitude that is shown by the hon. Minister of Finance. 

He has stuck the machete or the knife in the backs of the students. 

Last year the hon. Minister of Finance raised the amount by, I 

believe, $200.00 that they had to borrow.and this year he raised 

the amount by $800.00 up to $1,400.00. Sir, that is gratitude 

·if ever I saw it: a stab in the back. The wheel has come full 
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circle, Sir. 

Now the hon. Minister of Finance mentioned on television 

last night that there are certain figure·s and facts that hon. 

members on this side of the House and the students are not aware 

of. Sir, the obvious time for the Minister of Education and the 

Minister of Finance to pass out these facts was to the delegation 

that met with the two ministers yesterday. We have not heard 

these facts yet and I am very interested in seeing them. The 

hon. Minister of Finance also mentioned that studies have been 

carried out as far as the effects of this change of policy are 

concerned. Sir, I ask the hon. Minister of Education if he would 

table all of the reports of ~he studies that have been carried 

out with respect to what effect this would have on the students 

as a result of their change of policy. 

Sir, the students were also disappointed that the 

Department of Education and the Department of Finance did not 

consult members of the students' union or the university 

administration on this decision and feel that the present 

situation could have been averted had this been done. Sir, I 

would like to know from the hon. Minister of Education whether 

or not the students' union, the executive of the students' union 

himself and a certain segment of the university administration 

were consulted. Sir, perhaps the most immediate problem is the 

fact that this change of policy or this new policy starts next 

semester and the students have already planned on returning to 

the university for the third semester and have made their plans 

for financing their education and they have made their plans in 

li~ht of the orip.inal policy with respect to the amount the 

students had to borrow. 

Sir, the students are simply asking in their brief 

that any and all changes in the student-aid programme be delayed 

at least until the fall semester. Now, Sir, I think this is a 
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legitimate request. As I pointed out earlier this moming,this 

present administration is very big, very strong on the need for 

long-range, long-term planning and short-term planning and 

presumably any student who is going to university does precisely 

the same thing. He plans on a long-range basis and short-range 

basis as far as his financing is concerned,and now we have·a 

situation where overnight there is a dramatic policy change with 

respect to financing their university education. I think the only 

fair thing that this administration can do is to put this change 

of policy off until the fall semester and not implement it during 

the third and summer semester. 

Sir, I could go on at great length as far as this 

student's tuition is concerned but the points were made last 

night, they were made again during the presentation of the petition 

this morning and now I just referred to it once again briefly and 

I am awaiting with anticipation the remarks of the hon. Minister 

of Education with respect to that particular vote of 604(05). 

Sir, another question,relating to policy I guess, that 

I would like the minister to answer,is this whole business of 

the financing of school boards for election expenses. Now we 

have had a change of policy over the last year or so, couple of 

years where school boards can now elect a certain fraction of 

their members. Sir, certain chainnen of school boards, the 

Avalon Consolidated School Board;for example,say that it is 

grossly unfair for the government to expect school hoards to 

pay the full cost of the election of their members. He says, 

Sir, that the board, and this obviously would go for other 

Boards of Education in this province, is already desperately in 

need of money and just cannot afford to finance the election of 

members of the school board. So, Sir, I would like the minister 

·to p.ive the House, this committee,some information as to whether 

or not the government or the minister's department is prepared to 
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help the school boards to finance their own free elections. 

Sir, there is another point that I would like to refer 

to in the regulations. There is a section of the regulations 

relating to the election of school boards which stipulates that 

those people in arrears to a school board or school tax authority, 

with regard to unpaid taxes or assessments for more than twelve 

months,cannot vote or they cannot be a candidate for election to 

school boards. Now, Sir, I submit that the proper place for this 

kind of a thing to be taken care of as far as being in arrears and 

the payment of taxes is concerned is the courts of the land and I 

think it is grossly unfair that citizens of this province cannot 

stand as candidates nor can they vote for the election of members 

of school boards simply because they may be in arrears in taxes. 

Certain publicity has been given recently to certain council members, 

for instance,who are in arrears in taxes and there are many citizens -

I suppose myself,I have been in arrears in taxes from time to time 

as have all hon. members of this House,for some reason or another, 

and behind in bills. The simple fact of the matter is, Sir, that 

we are depriving them of their democratic rights in this regard. 

So I would like for the minister to relate to that if he would,please. 

Sir, another point that I would like to bring up at this 

time is the services to school boards as far as the salaries of 

teachers and superintendents areconcerned. Last year the vote 

in this particular head was $55,700,000 and this year it is 

$64 million, a difference of plus $8 million. Now, Sir, this 

increase in the vote for the salaries of teachers and superintendents 

will just barely cover,number one,the normal yearly increments that 

are paid to teachers and it will also .1ust barely cover the raise 

in salaries that individual teachers would expect to have as a 

result of theit increased qualiftcations. Sir, this additional 

$8 miJlJon will not incrcase,nurnher onc,the overall salaries of 

teachers. I understand that the teachers are presently nep,otiatinp, 
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with the government for the purposes of salary increases, Neither, 

Sir, will it reduce the student-teacher ratio.although the Minister 

of Finance, I believe in his budget speech,suggested that this 

thing would be dealt with in the year coming, not this year, 

Now, Sir, what I am concerned about is not so much that 

we will not have an immediate increase in teachers salaries or an 

immediate decrease i~ the student-teacher ratio,however desirable 

these things may be,but what I am concerned about is the press 

release put out by the hon. Minister of Education just a few days 

ago, The ~inister, if I can just quote two sections of it, said 

that related to this (this is the pupil-teacher ratio for the 

academic year beginning 1974) the government has decided to 

amend irrelevant reguiations to allow an addit_ional year of 

grace to school boards before the number of teachers need be 

reduced when enrollment decreases in a particular are due to 

natural causes. 

Now, Sir, most school boards can see the wisdom of this 

and can see the meaning of it but, Sir, there is a second part to 

this particular release that a number of school board members 

have told me is most confusing to them, This does not mean that 

the school boards will be allowed to retain the s~me number of 

teacher salary units in a school if its enrollment decreases 

significantly as a result of school reorganization or administrative 

decisions of the board,such as a·redefinition of attendance zones. 

Now, Sir, it has come to my attention from a number of school boards 

that this is extremely confusing. Sir, what we have is a situation 

like this: If you have a school board that has five say one room 

schools or five extremely small schools, and we have a number of 

school board areas that have a number· of'school board areas that 

have this kind of a situation, and each one of these schools have 

·something like thirty-eight students per school, each one of these 

schools are allowed to have two teachers,which gives a total of ten 
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teachers who can be employed under that particular school board 

because of these five existing small schools. 

Now at the very present time many school boards are in 

the process of phasing out such schools and they are bussin~ these 

students now into larp,er,central,all-grade schools or regional 

high schools or junior high schools. Consequently, Sir, when 

this happens that school board finds that in replacinp these ten 

teachers,according to the salary unit regulations,only five or 

six teachers can be employed by that school board in place of the 

original ten teachers. Consequently most school boards in this 

province today,as a result of even the amendments that the minister 

mentioned,will end up having.to reduce the number of teachers 

employed by these school boards and consequently, Sir, we will 

have during this coming year a iayoff of teachers from some of the 

school boards in this province. 

Sir, a principal of a junior 
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high school just last year said that teachers should take 

very strong action,including strikes if neces• ary,to lower the 

present student ratio. Sir, the year beforo these same teachers 

went on strike for salaries and• suggestion was made by a 

prominent educator in this province,just one year ago,that this 

year the teachers should strike for the good of our students. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is ridiculous. 

MR. ROWE I F • B • What is ridiculous? I _am not talking about 

whether it is ridiculous or not, Sir, I am simply pointing out 

the fact that there are prominent educators -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F. B. I never hears the honourable member a year or 

so ago saying how ridiculous or any honourable member on the other 

side of the House saying how ridiculous it was for teachers to 

be striking for salary increases. As a matter of fact they were 

aided and abated by . some of the honourable members on the other 

side at that time. They were encouraged but now all of a sudden 

the wheel is turned fully around and we have a statement from the 

honourable for -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F. B. I did not say any such thing and the honourable 

minister knows full well that he is twisting the facts and he is 

twisting words. 

AN HON. MEMBER: I am just asking a question. 

MR. ROWE , F. B. I did not say any such thing. I am merely 

pointing out that there is a prominent educator in this province 

who last year suggested that the year before they struck for 

higher salaries,and this year,for the good of the students, they 

should strike in order to get a lower student ratio. I am just 

pointing out the seriousness of the situation, Sir. The Minister 

of Finance knows full well that this is exactly what I am doing. 

MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible. 
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MR. ROWE, F. B. Mr. Chairman, the honourable members of this 

opposition are not responsible for fonnulating nor implementing 

government policy. It is the honourable members on the other 

side who are responsible for doing this. It is cheap, childish, 

cynical, simple-mindedness for them to ask honourable members on 

this side of the House whether or not they agree with such action. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Ask the Minister of Finance why he changed his 

mind this year irom last year? Last year he was all in favour of 

it. 

MR. ROWE, F. B. The honourable the Minister of Finance has about

faced,on just about everything he stood for,over the past two 

years. 

MR. NEARY: A default in credibility. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudibility. 

MR. ROWE, F. B. Oh, yes, where was the honourable Minister of 

Finance, he was not down on the steps of the Confederation Building 

yesterday? And neither was the opposition inciting a riot. Yesterday 

the honourable Leader of the Opposition took pains to point out to 

students that they should use every legal available means to state 

their case. Both the honourable Leader of the Opposition and 

myself took pains to point out to the students what the rules of 

the House were with respect to the waving of placards and with 

respect to conversation in the gallery. 

Two years ago the honourable minister would have loved 

to see a riot in the galleries. All of a sudden, he is pure and 

simple, Mr. Clean. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! The subject under discussion is 

not relevant to the topic which yoµ started,from the beginning here. 

The subject is not relevant to what y~u started out to discuss in 

regards to teachers. It is the feeling of the chair that you 

continue and that you have the right to be heard in silence, 

MR. ROWE, F. B. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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Another point that I would like the honourable Minister of 

Education to relate to is this whole business of transportation of 

sch~ol children to the schools. Sir, last year the vote for this 

particular heading was $6,300,000 ( rounded off), this year it is 

$6,900,000 an increase of only one-half million dollars. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR, RORE, F. B. I did not say any such thing, 

MR, CROSBIE: Inaudible. 

MR, ROWE, P. B. Mr. Chairman, if I have to be continually badgered in 

this House of Assembly while I am trying to make a few points, make 

no wonder 1 get off the main topic every now and then. Now, Sir, 1 

ask this simple question, do I have the right to be heard in silence 

or do I not? The honourabl~ the Minister of Finance will have 

plenty of time during this debate to stand up and make his weak 

points -

MR, CROSBIE: He is very touchy. He is very touchy. 

MR. F. B, ROWE: Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the story? Am 1 going 

to have the right to be heard in silence or do I have to squelch 

the honourable Minister of Finance again. 

AN HON. MEMBER: If he cannot stand the heat-

MR. ROWE, F. B. I love the heat. I love the heat. 

Now, Sir, number one,I did not say that there was a decrease 

last year. I said there was probably a decrease in the rate of 

increase,which is a totally different thing. I did not say there 

was a decrease. The vote last year was almost exactly the 

same as the year before. There is an increase this year of $590,000. 

But, Sir, the only point that I would like to make is that 

school boards have informed me that this is simply not enough money 

to operate the school buses, particularly in the rural areas of our 

province, in Northern Newfoundland and in Labrador. We have to take 

consideration of a safety factor as far as the operation of these 

school buses are concerned. 
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Sir, the formula announced by the original Minister of 

Education las t year did not take into consideration to the extent 

that it should have the whole business of population density, the 

road conditions in the various areas and the weather conditions. 

Now, Sir, what I am sui::gesting is that the government should 

under-write the total cost of school bus transportation as was the 

original policy,u~der the previous administration. 

Now, Sir, the reason why the administration does not want 

to do that is that they realize that there may possibly be an abuse 

of the formula under these circumstances. Sir, surely the school 

b.oards of this province can be trusted to do a reasonably 
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MR. F. ROWE: job in the organization of school bus transportation 

in this province and they can be trusted that the situation 

will not be abused to too great an extent. 

So I would like for the minister to indicate whether 

or not there is any possibility of reinstating the original 

policy of the administration and that is to have the government 

underwrite the total cost of school bus transportation because 

we are going to end up with a very serious situation in this 

province if we continue to give school boards an inadequate 

amount of money for the proper and safe operation of school 

buses in this province. 

Sir, another point that I would like the honourable 

minister to relate to when we are dealing with the estimates 

is this whole business of operational grants. 

The operational grant this year was increased by an 

amount of $1,044,000 and once again, Sir, because of the severe 

winter, the use. consumption of fuel oil by the various 

school boards, the great number of broken sewer lines and 

the thawing of water lines that had to be undertaken in many 

schools.and due to the increased labour costs, many of the 

maintenance personnel that are employed by school boards have 

had raises in their salaries over the last couple of years and 

consequently the operational expenditure of school boards has 

risen dramatically over the past couple of years and we have 

not had a proportionate increase in the operational grants to 

these school boards. 

Another thing, Sir, is this whole business of DREE schools. 

These DREE schools are basically a good thing but it imposes a 

great burden on school boards because the school boards are 

responsihle.,obviously, for operating these DREE schools and 

con~equently this is another reason for an additional burden 

as far as the operation of schools are conccrned,and we have 

not had a proportional increase in the operational Rrants. 
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MR. F. ROWE: Now, Sir, this whole business of erection and 

equipment of schools: The vote, aa I understand it, for 

services to school boards for the erection and equipment of 

schools is identical to what it was last year - $8 million

with the exception of the grant which came from the Department 

of DREE for the erection and building of some of the OREE 

schools. 

I think that we have come to the point where this administration 

or any administration has to take the bull by the horns. 

We got a situation now where we have many school boards who 

simply do not have enough money for capital expenditure. Sir, 

to give an example, educ~tional authorities have estimated 

that Newfoundland schools requirements in the period to 1975 

will cost in the vicinity of $70 million for about 2,000 

new classrooms, 1,200 classrooms will be required in so-call-d 

non DREE areas at a cost of more than $32 million, An estimated 

$38 million is needed and has begun to be sp~nt in DREE special 

areas to build between 700 and 800 other classrooms. 

Sir, the St. John's Roman Catholic School Board is in 

desperate need of three additional schools capable of accommodating 

600 students each but,according to the Chainnan, Aiden Woodford, 

the school board has borrowed to the limit of its capacity 

and is presently $7 million in debt. "At present," Mr. Woodford 

says, "we have three new schools ur.der construction and this will 

lessen the problem of over-crowding but the only solution is 

construction of three additional schools that can accommodate 

600 students each. However, the board does not have the money 

necessary to undertake such construction." 

Educational authorities su~gested that they needed 

$70 million extra up to 1975, thiF means that they need approxim~tely 

$23 million per year. 

AN l!ON. '·!EMBER: InaucHh 1 c>. 

M~. F. P.01{1':: Okay, the total expenditure capital from ~overnmcntal 
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MR. F. ROWE: sources, both provincial and federal this year, 

quite correctly,this is what I said, that the provincial 

grant was $8 million, precisely the same as it was last 

year with the exception of the fact that there is a grant 

coming through the Department of DREE. 

But it has been stated by authorities that $23 million 

is needed for n~w construction. Now that is not taking into 

consideration the fact that school boards, like the Roman 

Catholic School Board here in St. John's or the Avalon 

Roman Catholic School Board,is $7 million in debt and much 

of the money that they are receiving from governmental sources 

is used to service the debt. That $8 million that is bein2 

passed out to the school boards this year will not go for 

new construction. It will not go for new construction. 

AN HON. MEMBER: To the debt. 

MR. F. ROWE: Most of it or a huge quantity of it will go 

for servicing the debt. This is why I mentioned, Sir, to the 

honourable Minister of Finance,when John Turner announced 

$24 million for this province through an adjustment in the 

equalization formula, that this money should go directly into 

education in order to write off the debts of the school board, 

so that money granted from the provincial authorities and the 

federal authorities for capital expenditure and education can 

go for the purpose intended, ·that is capital construction. 

Now, Sir, what does all this lead up to? Where is the 

revenue coming from? From school boards, number one, from the 

provincial authorities 1 to the tune of $8 million, from federal 

authorities,that is approximately $11 million, comin~ from OREE, 

the other source. Sir, there are a couple of other sources, this 

whole business of assessment and the establishment of school 

tax authorities. 
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HR. F. ROWE: Now, Sir, school tax authorities, as far as 

I am concemedpis a last ditch desperate attempt, a very 

inefficient means to collect revenue for expenditures on 

education. 

School tax authorities are having great difficulties 

in collecting money from people through poll taxes or 

assessments or company taxes or what have you. 

NM - 4 

Sir, for instance, at a recent meeting with the Provincial 

School Tax Authority and the Minister of Education, the items 

for discussion were things such as this - the collection of 

school tax from recipients of social as~istance, the possible 

collection of school tax from recipients of social assistance. 

Should this be done? Question number one,and question number 

two, how is it to be done? Number three - to what extent should 

it be done? 

Another topic for discussion was payroll deduction 

of the poll tax from government employees. How,and how much? 

Another topic - the institution of property taxation for 

school tax purposes in additional communities, a very, very 

controversial subject. Another thing - the imposition of 

poll taxes on owners of businesses or other properties where no 

property assessments are available. Another topic for discussion -

the imposition of poll tax on occupants of tax-exempt property 

where grants in lieu of property taxes are paid. Another topic -

the collection of school tax from recipients of manpower allowances for 

attendinP, vocational or upp,rading schools, The inspection of 

employers'payroll records by school tax authorities - should we 

have this or should we not? 

Sir. if ever there were a controversial and a difficult 

method of collecting revenue for purposes of education, surely 

school tax authorities must be one of ~he most controversial, one 

of the most difficult, one of the most inefficient means of 
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MR. F. ROWE: collectiJlg such revenue. Sir, on top of that 

it can be very ._nfair and certainly inequalities or inequities 

result. 

Nobody can tell me that a school tu authority established 

in St. John'• has an identical capacity to pay taxes as 

a school tax authority established say on the Great No.rthem 

Peninsula where you have a great amount of unetnplc,yment, 

where 
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the assessment of property is a difficult thing, where simply the 

capacity to pay taxes is not at all the same and we will have 

gross inequalities of educational oppo~tunitv if money were to 

revert back to school tax authorities according to the capacity of 

school tax authorities to pay. 

Sir, there is a definite need for financin~ of education by 

the government itself. The Provincial Government should take 

immediately, not in one or two or three years time, the full responsibility 

for financing education in this province. 

AN HONOURABLE 'MEMBER: Where is the money coming from? 

MR. F. ROWE: Now, this,therein lies the nroblem. You might say: "Where 

is the money coming from anyway?" No matter what system of collection 

of revenue for purposes of education we establish in this province, 

whether it is school board assessments, whether it is the establishment 

of school tax authorities, whether there is a Provincial School Tax 

Authority or whether the government accepts full responsibility for 

it, no matter what system we have - the honourable Minister of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing asked where the money comes from. 

It comes from your pocket. It comes from my pocket. It comes from 

the pockets of the peoole of this province. That is where the money 

comes from. Therefore, what should we do? 

The government under these circumstances - since no matter 

what system of collection is established, the money ultimately comes 

from the pockets of the people - should establish the 1mst efficient, 

streamlined, non-controversial, e~uitahle and fair system that vou 

can establish. The onlv system that qualifies according to these 

descrintions that I 1ust gave is for the ~overnment to establish 

a Provincial School Tax Authoritv or (why, you can call it that) 

the rovernment accept full resnonsi.hil:I ty for collecting money 

for JHJT.POSC'!I of education fn this province. Now, ohviomily this 

wlll take o hit of study. Hhnt do you do? no vou put ll couple 

of more percentage points on the Rnles tax? I do not know whether that 
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the matter is that I said that no matter what system you use for 

collection for purposes of education in this province, the money 

comes from the peoples' pockets anyway. I am saying that the 

most fair, equitable, streamlined and efficient means of doing 

this is to make the government fully responsible for it. 

Well, if you know all about that, Mr. Chairman, why does 

the government not,now that they are in power,simply abolish all 

school tax authoritiesr I ha~e been talking with members of 

school boards and they would love to see the abolition of school 

tax authorities in this province and have the government accept 

full responsibility for financing education. Sir, we can get 

into that in greater detail a little later on. 

Now, Sir, I would like to - this is the only place that 

I can bring this up - I would like to get into this whole business 

of assisting the poor parents of this province to pay for some 

aspects of educ11tion of their children in elementary and primary 

school. Sir, I would like to trace developments over the past 

year or so with respect to assisting the needy mothers in our 

province. Sir, I do not know if I should ask for a ruling on 

this. I realize that there is no vote for mother~ allowance. Is 

there a head there. 

AN H0NOURARL F. MEMBER: There is a head there. 

MR. F. ROWE: There is a head there. So, I am well within the rules 

to discuss this particular topic. · 

Sir, an editoral in a daily newspaper on August 16, 1972 

states that Premier Moores has taken the ri~ht course in takinr, a 

second look at the proposal to droo mother8' allowance. The proposal 

should not have been made in the firBt nlace and should not have 

been allowed to he caught uo in the middle of a political rankle. 

The truth f s thnt the mothers' allow11nce is very useful to most mother!! 

in this province, not all mothers hut most mothers . . They need 

it,esp~ctally at thP heginninr, of the school year when there are extra 
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expenses to be met and every cent counts. Those who argue that 

the allowance does not count likely have never heen in a position 

where they had to search for a dollar to take care o~ extras. 

Anyone that has not known need can hardly be expected to understand 

what the mothers' all~wance means, meager though it may seem to be. 

Our advise to Mr. Moores is to reinstate the allowance and do it 

now in time for the new school year1 especially since the federal 

governments prop.,sed new family income plan has gone astray. Sir, 

we s ti 11 do not have th:f s programme implemented. 

Sir, on August 30, 1972,there was a delegation of mothers 

in to meet the honourable the Premier and the heading of this 

item in the newspaper was, "Mothers get commitment. New school 

allowance scheme he:fn~ considered by Cabinet." This was in August 

of last year, Sir, and I might point out that this was just prior 

to one by-election in Labrador South. Shortly afterwards the 

entire group of mothers and children were invited into the large 

Cabinet room where the Premier announced something would have 

to be done. A loud outburst of applause greeted his announcement 

that the Cabinet was to consider a proposal offered by Social 

Services and Rehabilitation Minister, Tom llickey,and that the 

~overnment would take a position on the issue before the end of 

the week. Sir, I dn not know whether th:fs is misleading or 

not, whether this is misrenresentation, whether this is trlckery. 

I am just asking the Question. Is it? Just nrior to a by-election 

in Labrador South ,Peddle says, "Mothers allowance should be reinstated.'' 

MOne of the honourable member's federal collenr,ues, Ambrose Peddle, M.P. 

for Grand Falls, White Bay, Labrador,said tonay that in view of 

the fact th;i.t this nrop,ramme 1"111 not be p,oinr. throup.h this year, 

the only honourable thinr now for the ProvlnciAl Government to do would 

be to reinstate the mothers Allowance.'' Supnort, Sir, from one of 

the federal 
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coll NIP,IICfl of honourahle memhers on the other Ride. They will 

P,C!t their nm1wer on Frfclny. "r-'oore11 mrrtfl mothrrs" Sir, I nm 

(!uoting from a newsp11per this is why I nm uainp, the> name of the 

honourable the Premier. "The provincial cabinet hopes to have 

hammered out a ne"' formula for the payment of mothers' 

allowances only to needy families and to unveil the new p~ogramme 

by Friday." Just before the provincial bye-election, Sir, in 

Labrador South. "Premier Moores gave this assurance to a group 

of St. John's mothers who marched on Confederation Building 

Tuesday morning, claiming the twenty dollar annual payment per 

school child was badly needed by poor families, 

"Social Services and Rehabilitation Y-finister Thomas Hickey 

has a proposal for paying mothers' allowances only to needy families, 

prepared for cahinet study, and Premier Moores says a decision 

shall be available by Friday, details of the proposal have not been 

revealed. 

"One honourable member of the opposition, the Liberal 

Party pokesman on ducation welcomed the news that the government 

is reconsidering paying some form of mothers' allowance but he 

hastened to add that he hoped it was not a partisan move by the 

Progressive Conservative Party to gain support of the needy families 

in Lahrador South in the bye election on Thursday." 

You talk ahout misrepresentation, talk about being led up 

the garden path, Sir. 

MR. NEARY: It is downrip,ht dishonest. 

HR. CHA IR MAN: ·---- ·· · - The honourahle member may not talk about misrepresentation 

or similar unparliamentary words. The honourable member knows full 

well that these words are 'JUite proscribed by the rules of all !louses 

of P;irlfament. 

rm. '1/\T:SllALL: Sit clown while the Clrn:frman is spcakinr:, sit down. 

rip. r. n. P0\ff: Oh shut up. I will Dbidf' by the rulinr. of the 

hnnour:ihlc- f'h;iirm,1n. T w.is not lonldnr. at the- honourable Ch.iirm;in, 

lf he- ;i~k~ me to sit down,T will sit down. 
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Ml. CHAIRMAN: For the benefit of all honourable members, ttte rule 

with regard to standing and sitting is that when the Chairman or 

the Speaker stands, anybody automa.tically sits if he happen to 

be standing at the time. The honourable member's attention is 

being drawn to the unparliamentary phrases that he is utterinR and 

perhaps the honourable member would like to rephrase some of the 

things he has said. 

MR. "F • B • ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I ask this honourable House,is this 

not misrepresentation? Is this an honourable thing for the honourable 

the Premier and his honourable ministers to do just a day or so before 

an election? Is this not leading the people of Newfoundland up the 

garden path? 

AN HON. 1-fEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. F .B.ROWE: . . I elm asking a question. Premier ?-loores again; 

"Protest march of mothers to greet Premier Moores." 

AN HON. 1-fEMBER: Oh my! 

MR. F.B.ROWE: Oh it hurts, Mr. Chairman, it hurts. 

Mr. W. N. Rowe: Smarting under that. 

MR. F.B.ROWE: "Mrs. Johnson says that the Premier broke his word. 

Premier ~oores said that while the government will not reinstate the 

mothers' allowance, it will ititiate a study of the needs of low 

income families in this province. He said the study is a priority 

item for his government and will be handled by the Department of 

Social Services and Rehabilitation." Backtracking, Sir, 

?-1R. CROSBIE: _ __ _ Who is their clipping service? 

MR. F.B.ROWE: Oh listeTwho is speakinr,, Mr.Chairman, the king of 

the clippers himself. lie used to have it passed in by the truck 

load ••• 

nR. W.N.ROWE: ----- - - · Peckford got arthritis from clipping out newspapers. 

'!-'R • CROSB IF.: ------ -- I never had a clippin~ service. 

?-'.R. CHAIP~AN: ·----- Order please! The honourable member from White Bay 

South, a veteran of this House, should real:f ze that he :Is to ref er to 

honourable members by the district which they represent and not by 
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their surnames. 

?-IR. W.N.ROWE: I am sorry, Sir, I forgot. 

AN HON. ~~BF.R: He was carried away. 

}'R. W.N.ROWF.: Outrai;1:ed, r was outraged. 

Jl-'orning 

'.MR. F.B.ROWF.: Back on or front on it is the same answer, no mothers' 

allowance. September 13 - ''The Premier sairl that the $3.6 million 

saved the treasury by cancelling the mothers' allowance is being used 

to improve the educational programme." 

:t-fR. NEARY: Where? I would like to know where? 

MR. F.B.ROWE: I would like to know where the $3. 6 million are in 

this estimate for improving the educational programme, when we have 

had an obvious policy of retrenchment as far as expenditures in 

education are concerned. 

"Premier Moores promised that something would be done.Mrs. 

Evans reminded Jl-'r. Carter. He made this commitment when we met him 

in the cabinet room and presented him with the names of 5,000 mothers 

who signed the petition saying the prograll'dTle should be reinstated. 

11'As late as yesterday, September 16, 1972, as late as yesterday 

it was being reviewed and we had for many reasons virtually decided to 

reinstate the programme for this year,' said Mr. Moores, 'but yesterday 

afternoon, Thursday, I made a decision wh:1.ch even though unpopular I 

feel is ripht and that is that the programme will not carry on this 

year nor :In the future.'" 

Sjr, I cannot describe th:ls kind of tactic ~ithout us:lnp 

unparliamentary lanr-uar,e. I simply read it :Into the record to show 

the hypocrisy of this administrat:lon when dealinr. with the good, the 

common pood of the people of this province. I would like for the 

honourable }flnister of F.ducation to point out a number of thinps, 

since the honourable minister is reponsible for the welfare of 

children seekinf>: a prfrnary, elementary or hiph school education in 

th:ls province. (1) can he point out specifically :In his est:lmates 

wh('TP the ~1.F, million snvNl by throuinr out the T11othen1' nl 1 ownnc-e 
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is being used to help education in this province? The Premier 

said definitely that the $3 .6 million will ~o into the educat:fon 

estimates. 

I would also like to know, Sir, what the status of that 

special study is."To study the requirements of the needy mothers in 

this province?" This new programme. 

!,N HON . ~FJl..:.. New progra.mm.e'l 

MR. F.B.POWE: No, that is the study now, the study. 

AN HON. ME! 'BER: Oh, the study . 

MR. F.B.ROWF.: I would also like to know.from the honourable 

Minister of Education, what the status of this new prop,ramme is that 

was to be announced by the original honourable the Minister of Social 

Services and Rehabil1tation. So much for the mothers' allowance. 

Junior collev,es, Sir. I am not ouite clear on this, Mr. 

Chairman, but I would like to know,is there i!l a vote at all for the 

construction of the junior collep,e in Corner Brook during this cominp. 

year? I am totally confused as a result of the statement made by 

the honourable the Premier and now that I look at the estimates,as to 

what is the status of the community college, particularly in view of 

some statements that have been made by the Mayor of Corner Brook. 

There is one thing that I cannot fathom at all and that is 

how the honourable the Premier can go gallivanting about this province 

makinp, announcements about the construction of a junior college in 

Corner Brook and a ~ommunity college in Stephenville without havinr, 

definecl a definite policy with respect to education in these 

particular areas. Wh.tt is the policy of the administration with 

respect to junior and community colleges? I was astounded when I was 

doing some research on my private members' bill with respect to 

educational facilities in Stephenville • . For instance, there is the 

vocational school in Stephenville Crossing (the honourable the 

Chairman can correct me because he may li" a ] ittle more fami] iar with 

that Aren thRn T Am) but I believe ~~re is n vocntiona] school in 
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Stephenville Crossing, there is an adult education centre in· 

Stephenville, there are all kinds of extensions of the university 

out there in Stephenville,through E.T.V •• throu~h live courses, 

through the extension service and the honourable the Premier has 

suggested that he is goinp, to stick up a community college in 

the Stephenville area which will be very - not an extension to tht 

university, mind you,because that is going to go in Corner Brook, 

but it will be more like the kind of thing where you would take 

your vocational education and trades education and this type of a 

thing; when there are many areas in this province that could do 

with such an institution to a much greater extent than the 

Stephenville Area. 

. 
I am not coming out and sayinr, that no community college 

should go in Stephenville. For instance, Sir, we have a task 

force now presently studyinp. human resource development in this 

province. Presumably, they will come out in August with some sort 

of a policy with respect to,amongst other things, the direction of 

post-secondary education ir, this province. community and junior 
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colleges, 

But before this report has come out, Sir, the Premier is 

going around the province caving in completely to political pressure 

from a certain area, did not have the guts to meet the people out 

there in Corner Brook without the announcement, so got up at the 

Chamber of Commerce meeting and announced a junior colleg~ for 

Corner Brook, 

Sir, if one looks at the map of Newfoundland one can quite 

easily see that probably Corner Brook is not necessarily the most 

reasonable place to stick a community colleges. NlDllber one, will the 

Minister of Education,before he gets to location,try to indicate to 

the people of Newfom1dland what the policy of this administration is 

with respect to commm1ity and junior colleges, Will the minister 

define what a community college is and what a junior college is? 

Because, Sir, the ~ore I look at-reports from the Gander Conference, 

from people interested in education in this province, the more that 

I am convinced that we do not want extensions of this m1iversity in 

this province. We do not want extensions only. Now let us get 

this perfectly clear 1 perfectly clear. 

MR. CROSBIE: Try again. 

MR. ROWE , F. B. I will repeat exactly what I said; we do not want 

only physical extc>nsions of the university in this province. We need 

extensions of the university, but we do not want physical buildings 

in Corner Brook or in Grand Falls or in Labrador or in Burin or anywhere 

in this province, a building which only contains only university profe~sors, 

university courses, university students. In order to meet 

the nec>ds of education in this province, we need a much broader 

institution, a community college, a community college which has zi 

university compotent built in. 

AN HON. MEMRER: 

~. ROWF. 1 F. B. 

programme. 

3D15 

A good programme. 

Well naturally that goes without saying; a good 
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Now, Sir, the announcement made by the Premier contradicts 

that policy. The honourable the Premier says, Mr. Chairman, that 

there will be a junior college in Corner Brook and a community 

college somewhere else in Stephenville. What we need, Sir, I 

maintain is a community college system and I will get into that in 

my private members' resolution. So what I am calling for, Mr. 

Chairman, from the Minister of Education,is a definition of policy 

as far as further direction of.higher education in this province 

is concerned. A specific definition of community colleges or 

junior college or what their policy is going to be. I cannot 

see for the life of me how the government can go on sticking up 

structures all over this province, which they are not going to 

do anyway, Mr. Chairman, in the coming year,but give the impression 

they are sticking up structures all ovl!r this province without 

defining what their policy is in this regard. I think it is incumbent 

upon the minister to say what that policy is,in this House.during 

the consideration of his estimates. 

Sir, I went in and I looked at the map of Newfoundland and 

Labrador the other day and I looked at the density of population 

and assuming that we had a community college system developing in 

this province, you know what I found out? It does not take a 

task force or any great amount of brains to figure this out,that 

if we had a community collep,c system develop in this province 

probnhly Corner Brook ~or Grnnd Falls nor Gander nor Stephenville 

are the most logical places to stick up these particular institutions. 

The main reason for locating a coramunity college in a particular 

area of this province should be accessibility on the part of the 

students in the various parts of our province, the accessibility 

of that particular institution to these students. 

Sir, I _found out,for instance, I mean this is just my opinion 

now and it obviously could or would or should not be the opinion of 

other people but it certainly bears consideration before the honourable 
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the Premier says to the Chambe~ of.Commerce in Corner Brook,. Okay 

boys take it easy, you have your college here in Corner Brook, 

th~t satisfies my district, that satisfies Corner Brook! Before 

we have these types of announcements, Sir, we should at least 

consider where 
0

the most logical location is and if we have a 

community college system in this province, which I submit we 

should have, who is to say that Corner Brook or Grand Falls or 

Gander or Grand Bank or any of these places are the 1,est locations 

just because they are the biggest population centres7 Who is to 

say that people in Grand Falls could not drive to a community 

college outside of Grand Falls? They have perfectly good roads 

in the Grand Falls Area. Probably they should be given a bit of the 

taste of what other people have to endure. Why should they not 

drive over a nice paved highway and probably one mile of a gravel 

road to get to a community college? 

Sir, in looking at the map, I came to the conclusion that 

probably a connnunity college in Stephenville,or Port aux Basques 

would be a nice location. Why could not the people of Stephenville 

drive down to Port aux Basques so that the people of Rose Blanche 

could drive over to a community college and all those other 

communities along the South Coast, why should they not be able to 

drive over to Port aux Basques to attend a community college? 

What good, Sir, is a community college or a junior college 

in Corner Brook going to do the people on the southern half of 

the Great Northern Peninsula? The most logical location for a 

community college, Sir, on the West Coast,to serve the Great 

Northern Peninsula,is in a place like Deer Lake. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F. B. It does not really matter. Mr. Chairman, it 

'WOUld not be bad to have a quorum in the honourable House while I 

am speaking. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Would the clerk count the llouse,please. We have 

a quorum. 
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Mr. Chainnan, the point that I am trying to make here is that 

before the Premier goes running around the province making announcements 

about structures being built some very careful consideration should 

be given to the location of such institutions. I gave as an 

example that Deer Lake seems like a very logical location for a 

comm.unity college so that the people of Corner Brook could drive 

to Deer Lake. That is not a tremendous drive. The people of 

Corner Brook could drive to Deer Lake to attend classes and this 

would enable people up the Great Northern Peninsula for a certain 

distance to drive down and attend such a community college, Probably 

the community college should be located somewhere like Wiltondale, 

I do not know. Just because there is not an actual centre of 

population in Wiltondale does not mean that there could not be a 

community college there, because the main reason that you should 

have a community college aL any specific location is accessibility, 

accessibility on the part of the many people in a region. Just 

because Corner Brook or Deer Lake or St. John's or Gander or Grand 

Falls is the centre of population is no reason why a community 

college should go in that area. 

Mr. Chairman, I looked at the Great Northern Peninsula and 

to the horror of my honourable leader I came to the final 

conclusion that a community college should go in Plum Point. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, F. n. Plum Point,and this could serve the St. Anthony 

Area and it could serve the Roddickton Area, the Englee Arca, the 

Main Brook Area and it could go south and serve the area down as 

far as Port au Chaix, Port Saunders and Hawkes Bay. 

AN IION. MEMBER: What about Brig Bay? 

MR. ROWE, F.B. Brjg Bay. I thfok the people of Brig Bay might 

support that. It is not too far away. 

Sir, as far as CC'ntral Nt>wfoundland is concerncd,a lo~ical 

location in my t>stimation would be a place likC' Lewisportc and this 

could sC'rvc adequatC'ly thC' Grand Falls ArC'a, thC' GandC'r Arra, the 

Bishop's Fnlls ArC'a, all of Nc>w World Island and all of For,o Island 
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Instead of bringing all the people in off the islands, all the way 

into Grand Falls or Gander,why should the people of Gander not get 

aboard their cars and take a leisurely _little drive down to 

Lewisporte to attend classes. I am putting this forth, Mr. ChaiTinan, 

quite seriously,that before this government goes around rip, 

ranting and roaring about sticking up junior colleges and community 

colleges in Corner Brook,some very serious consideration should be 

given to location on an overall scheme as far as the establishment 

of junior colleges. 

So I am hoping, Sir, that the Minister of Education will 

indicate what the policy of his administration is {1) respecting 

whether we are going to have junior colleges or community colleges 

and what the definition of these things are. We need the definition. 

And also what the flight plan of this administration is with respect 

to the establishment of junior colleges; (1) when and (2) where. 

The least that this administration can do is put that thing forth. 

Now, Sir, it might be very interesting to know that if we 

had one-half of the present university population in Newfoundland, 

one-half of the present university population in Newfoundland is 

composed of the first two years of university. Now supposing we 

had a 
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number of extensions of the university established in say six centers 

during the tenn of office of this administration and the majority of 

that one-half of the student population at the university ended up 

in these junior colleges or community colleges at the South Coast, 

the West Coast, Central Newfoundland, Labrador and what have you, 

the Northeast Coast, hat means that the university population 

of the main campus here would be cut virtually in half. That may 

or may not be a good thing. I am dead serious about that. 

Sir, I am now goinf!; to quote from the "Financial Post" for 

October 29, 1972, an editorial, "A certain amount of hesitancy, "(it 

is called J "for all the hu~h outpouring of money into facilities for 

higher education - it is now .i.bundantly clear that Canada's universities 

are approaching zero growth. 

"Preliminary estimates of this year's full-time student 

enrollment show that the increase from last year is a bare one-half 

of one per cent. Final figures, available in December, are likely 

to reveal that even this tiny increment is no more. Outside the 

Ontario and Atlantic Region, there is an absolute drop in student 

numbers. 

11These facts from a telephone survey of registrars of 

forty-three universities (with ninety per cent of Canadian student 

enrollment) make all the more significant a report on university 

dropouts released by Statistics Canada last month. It states that 

there is a hir,h correlation of shortfalls in expected enrollment 

with the dropout phenomenon. The data clearly reveal that the 

optimism of the 196O's has now been replaced by a certain amount 

of hesitancy on the part of young Canadians.• 

Hesitancy is hardly the word. It is more like an exodus. 

''The percentage of students in first, second or third year university 

JM - 1 

dropping out averages 9.2 per cent nationally. It ranges from a high of more 

than twentv per cent in British Columbia to a low of about five per cent 

in Ontario. The answers are still to be analysed. Rut one overnll 
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result is clear: there is no single answer. The quality of 

university teaching and course content is cited often as a lack 

of financial aid, And there are positive reasons - opportunities 

to travel or a rewarding job offer - as well as negative ones." 

Now, Sir, it might be worth pointin~ out that there 

is a tendency now here to<,ard a reduction in the rate of growth 

of universities and one of the reasons is the lack of financial 

aid,and this has been further reinforced as a result of the 

Minister of Finance's budget. Sir, we are extremely fortunate 

in this province in one sense. We did not have the money over 

the past twenty-three years to go wholesale into setting up 

university structures. We did not build a great enough university 

on our campus,as far as physical structure is concerned. We did 

not have the money to set up all sorts of regional colleges or 

even a second university on the West Coast and, Sir, in retrospect 

that might be a good thing because we may find,as a result of the 

retrenchment policy of the present administration,a reassessment 

on the part of university students as to whether or not they even 

want to go to the university and,as a result of building branches 

of the universities throughout this province,we may find in three 

or four years time that we have a nice big campus up there with 

no students for it. I think this is a real possibility. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROWE(F.B.L;_ Well, that might very well be,but I think the 

hon. member for St. John's Centre will admit that that is not just 

the c.ase for Newfoundland and if it were,of course,we could qu1te 

easily blame it on the present administration. This is universal. 

This is world-wide, not just Canadian, not just North American. It 

is world-wide. 

So, Sir, the point obviously that I am tryinr, to make 

is that there is a great need for the hon Minister of Education 

to get up in this House durin~ the consideration of his estimates 
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and define specifically what the administration's policy is with 

regards to higher education in this province. Students' 

Residences: Sir, in November of last year it was stated 

that the provincial government hope. to be in a position to call 

tenders for construction of ten students' residences for Memorial 

University at such an early date that construction can start 

early in the new year, I would like the minister to indicate in 

JM - 3 

his remarkA whether there is a vote for that specifically in his 

estimates or not. Engineering school • Sir, I would like for the 

Minister of Education to indicate who is goinr- to service the short

term borrowing by the university for the purpose of building the 

new engineering school. I would like for the minister to indicate 

who it 1s that is going to service the short term borrowings that 

the university is getting into for the specific purpose of building 

a new engineering school. There was an announcement made there 

last August that the p,overnment was going to allow a situation 

where the university could r,et into short-term borrowing for the 

specific purpose of buildinp, an enr,ineering school and I would 

like to know who it is that is going to service that particular 

debt. 

I would also like if the hon. Minister of Education could 

give some indication as to the progress of talks on this whole 

business of working out a collective bargaining agreement between 

the Newfoundland Teachers Association and the Newfoundla,1d Government. I do 

not want to jeopardize any negotiations that are r.oing on by 

getting into a long haranp,ue on that hut I would like the minister 

to give some sort of a pror,ress report.if he could,on that 

particular topic. Also, Mr. Chairman, in closinr, here,on this part 

of the debate anyway,T would like for the Minister of Education to 

give some indication as to what plans the present administration 

is makinr, with respect to the special traininr, of our Newfoundland 

people so that they can become employed on the offshore mineral 
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and oil exploration endeavours around our province. Also, Sir, 

what special plans are being made for the purpose of training 

people to work in such areas as oil refineries,because I have a 

funny feeling that the Province of Nova Scotia is getting the 

jump on this province as far as setting up special institutes 

for the training of people in these particular areas. 

Sir, I will have further comments in dealing with the 

various votes under consideration,but that will just do for an 

opener, Sir. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I would like to have a few words -

MR. OTTENHEIMER: (Inaudible) . 

MR. NEARY: Well, if the minister wants to go up and down like a 

jack-in-the~box we have dozens and dozens of questions to put to him. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to say that the 

hon. gentleman did ask for some specific information on the student 

aid and the situation with respect to the university. It is up 

to himand his colleagues whether he would like to have that now 

or if the hon. gentleman wants to go ahead. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I have the floor and I demand that the 

rules of thP House be followed. Do I or do I not have the floor? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member of course has the floor. It is a 

general courtesy between members,as done by the Minister of 

Education,to request the floor but,of course,it is in order for 

the hon. member to r~fuse it. 

MR. NEARY: I am not refusing. Mr. Chairman, that is not the 

proper way to put it. I was on my feet, had the floor when the 

hon. minister interrupted me, Sir, and according to the rules 

of this House he is not 
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MR. NEARY: supposed to do it, I am not refusing -

MR. CROSBIE: On a point of order, no one has the floor until 

one is recognized by the Speaker or the Chairman of Committees. 

The Chairman of Committees has not recognized anyone and the 

custom is that if somebody speaks from the other side, that 

the speaker from this side should follow,and the Minister of 

Education should now follow to answer this garrulo1.1s series 

of remarks that we have heard. 

MR. NEARY: On a point of ord~r, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is a very legitimate point of order because 

no member does have the floor,technically speaking,until 

granted that privilege or recognized by the Chair. On this 

particular occasion neither speaker was recognized. However, 

had the Chair to rule on who did have the Chair, it would have to 

rule - this is hypothetical now and not really necessary to 

adjudicate on it but if the question had to come for a ruling, 

the honourable the member for Bell Island would have been 

recognized. 

MR. NEARY: Mr, Chairman, the Minister of Finance is wrong again. 

He should go down and stay in his office so we can get some 

work done in this House, Sir. 

Mr. Chairman, there are a number of points that I want to 

raise, This one has to do, Sir, with the training of qualified 

dietitians in this province. I do not know if members in the 

House are aware, Sir, but there is a very serious shortage of 

dietitians in Newfoundland. Qualified dietitians have to 

be brouP,ht in from outside the province. 

This means, Mr. Chairman, many of the places that are 

serving food, especially the lar~e institutionR, Sir, and in 

some instances hospitals, do not have the s~rvices of dietitians. 

I think, Sir, that the time has come in this province whPn a 

little more emphasis should be placed on traininr, more students 

in this field and in the field of home economics and related 
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MR. NEAR_!: subject•• 

There has been a change in our philosophy, Sir, I suppose 

in the last few years,regarding education. I think that 

the Department of Education, when it is considering changes, 

I hope will reach right down to the classroom level, Sir, that 

the minister and the department will lay a little more 

emphasis on financing of home economic programmmes in our 

schools, Sir. 

I would like to see also in this connection, I think 

the two things are probably related, that a little more 

eaphasis be placed on consumer education. Sir, I do not believe 

there is a programme at Memorial University, and I am subject 

to correction on this matter, there is no programme at 

Memorial Univessity,so I am told, to educate home economists 

and I believe, Sir, that this is long overdue. 

As I said in the beginning, Mr. Chairman, many positions 

of employment in this province are going begging for home 

economists to fill posts and I think, Sir, that the Newfoundland 

people are the poorer because of this. I would like to see a 

little more emphasis placed on this in the curriculum of the 

Department of Education and I would like to hear the minister's 

comments on thi~ matter when he rises to participate in this 

discussion. 

Now, Sir, there is another matter that is probably a 

little more important than the one I just raised, and that is in 

connection, Mr. Chairman, with the use ~f alcohol and dru~s in 

this province. Now that we are on the 1973-1974 budget of the 

Oepartment of Education~ Sir, I woul~ like to ask the minister 

what steps his department is taking to lay more emphasis on the 

abuse of d~u~s and alcohol th'nt is p,etting prop,r€'seivcly worse 

in !:hil'l provincr, Sir. 

In my opinion, Mr. Ch11irman, if we are p,oinp, to deal with 
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MR. NEARY: very serious matters effectively, our main focus 

has to be on education. Our main thrust, Sir, has to be on 

prevention and rehabilitation. The Alcohol and Drug Addiction 

Foundation of Newfoundland, Sir, are· doing magnificent work 

in this regard. 

The Alcohol and Drug Addiction Foundation of Newfoundland 

is reachinp, a substantial number of young people with education 

on druP, abuse by involving the teachers in drug ahuse education. 

But it is only a bep,inninr,, Mr. Chairman. I do not think, even 

with thP. p,ood work that the Alcohol. :md nrur. Addiction Foundation 

of Newf oundl.md is doinr,, that they have yet reached enoup,h of 

the students, and not enough teachers h:ive been involved. 

I hope in the coming yPa! that the minister will be able to tell 

us,: Sir, that more teachers, more students, moTe parents will be 

involved in a pro~rarnme in the schools, that more gronps will become 

involved in the s~tting up of facilities,for instance for the 

problem drinker. 

The need for these facilities, Mr. Chairman, is great. The 

Alcohol and Drug Addiction r·oundation of Newfoundland has set up 

an excellent movement,in my opinion. 

~. CROSIHE: Inaudible. 

?.1R. NEARY: \fr. Chainran, while the ~finic:ter of Finance is talkinp, 

out loud in this House, Sir, I cannot carry on my speech. I 

am askinr, Your Honour to send the Minist~r of Finance back to 

his own seat in this House before I can continue my speech, 

Sir. These are pretty serious matters we are dealini> with. 

Mr. Chairman, would the minister come hack to his -

MR. OTTENl!!:.1:':!FJ;: The honourable gentleman has taken his seat. 

MR. 1.!.f:.:.<\RY__;_ __ Mr. Chairman, the Minister of Finance has taken 

his scat in the House. He is not supposed to be up there 

in the Clerk's seat. 

AN 110N. MEMRF.R: Sure- he can. Anybody. 

!~.:...JlE_r\_~y_:_ \Jel 1 I will continue my speech, Sir, when the 

Minist~r of Finance is sent back to his seat or some othpr 
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MR. NEARY: seat in the House. I do not care where he sits. 

MR. OTTENIIEIMER: Mr. Chairman, as I understand it, any 

member of the House, on either side, has the right to sit 

and consult with the Chairman or with one of the officers of 

the House or the Clerk or Law Clerk that is my understanding. 

I await Your Honour's ruling. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, on that point of order, if the Minister 

of Finance want to consult with Your Honour or Clerk of the 

House, then go out in the office and do it,because he is 

distracting the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member's point of order is, I do 

not think it is substantiated in any of thP. Standinr, Orders, 

certainly not in our Standing Orders and probably not in any 

of the authorities.The honourable the Minister of Finance has 

every riF;ht to consult w:f.th the Chair whenever he wishes 

as does any honourable of the.House. 

If the honourable the Minister of Education wish - I have 

recognized the honourable the Minister of Education. 

MR. NEARY: For what, Mr. Chairman? For what? 

!iJl. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the member for Bell Island relinquished. 

MR. NEARY: No I did not relinquish my seat. 

?-'R. OTTENHEIMER: It is the Chairman who will have to decide that. 

MR. NEARY: Your Honour that is what I am saying. The Minister 

of Finance is distracting llis Honour and he cannot control 

order in the House. Sen~ the minister back to his seat or 

r,o out into the office and discuss business with him. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

to the debatE'. 

The honourable member is heinr. quite irrelevant 

The honourable member has reU nquished the floor. 

MR. _N.EARY...:_ Favouritism in this House, Sir, favouritism. 

MR. __ C:!:A):_RMJ\N: The honourable the inember has relinquif:hed the 

floor, however -

t-m. Nf.ARY: I did not relinquish the floor, Hr. Chairman, I raised 

a point of order and the Minister of Education was speald.np; on a 

point of order. If the Minister of Finance is r,oin~ to sit there and 
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discuss business with the Chairman, then I would suggest that he do 

it in silence so that I can carry on with my speech. I am dealing 

with a very serious matter here, Sir, alcohol and drug addiction in 

this province. 

Sorry for the Minister of Finance and a few other millionaires 

in this province! If you are a millionaire in this province, Mr. Chairman, 

you are an alcoholic. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the member for Bell Island is supposed 

to be addressing himself to head 6-0101. He has digregsed into 

things that are certainly irrelevant, raised a point of order that 

was not a point of order, relinquished the floor and has now -

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I did not relinquish the floor and I 

ask Your Honour to withdraw that statement. Who do you think 

you are, Sir? I did not relinquish the floor. I had no intention. 

It was a point of order. I did not, I sat down because the 

Minister of Education wanted to speak on a point of order. It 

is time we got a bit of common sense in this House, Sir. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Is the honourable member from Bell Island intimating 

that the Chair has no common sense? 

MR. NEARY: I was referrinr, to the Minister of Education. I said 

it is time we got a hit of common sense in this House and the 

members on the government side stop trying to muzzle debate. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Would the honourable the member please resume 

his place. On numerous occasions the Chair has been cl,allenr,ed. 

The Chair's impartiality, the credibility, the Chair's common 

sense, the Chair's competence, the Chair's intelligence and 

practically any type of adjective or adverb can be described, 

has been challenged on various occasions by the honourable member 

for Bell Island. On each of these occasions the Chair has, at 

least of its own op:1.nion,reacted with sometimes bemusement, at 

least extended great toleration to the member. However, this 

toleration eventuallv will lead to the House itself being held 

in disrespect. While the C.hair m;iy wish to enr,age -f.n frivolous 
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debate with the honourable member, it cannot go on indefinitely 

The honourable member is directed to and directed in the most 

strong terms to refrain from these aspersions which he cast 

with impunity upon the Chair in this honourable House. The 

honourable member may resume his debate but he is directed to 

head 6-0101 and he will be as he should be called so far as the 

rules of relevance are concerned and so far as rules of 

respect are concerned. 

18-2 

MR. NEARY: Gentleman, the only thing that I can say to that is 

that I have always abided by the rules of this House, by any 

decision that Your Honour has made. All I have asked, Mr. 

Chairman, is that the rules be applied to that side as well as to 

this side -

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the member for Bell Island is 

again indulging in the device that is practically identified with 

him, that of the challenging of a point, whether it is in a point 

of order raised either by other members in the House or by the 

Chair itself,and attempting to circumvent it by comments that 

are completely out of order. Now, the honourable gentleman 

is directed to head 6-0101. The honourable ~entleman has the 

right to be heard in silence but he must be relevant. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, is that what the honourable minister - no, 

Mr. Chairman, I demand that I be heard in silence. So, I want a 

ruling on that right away. Mr. Chairman, can I have the rules of 

the House enforced,please,as far as the Minister of Finance is 

concerned? Could I have the rules enforced, Sir? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the member for Bell Island is due 

the curtesy that all honourable members are due. He has the 

right to be heard in silence. This of course does not need to 

be reiterate4 by tbe Chair. It has been said many times today 

and undoubtedly will be said many times in the future. However, 

honourable members to my left will have to restrain themselves. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Your Honour. Now, Mr. Chairman, I was 
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talking about the great movement that the Alcohol and Drug 

Addiction Foundation of Newfoundland have in some of the 

IB-3 

schools in this province. It is called the Allied Youth Movement. 

I feel, Mr. Chairman, that the Alcohol and Drug Addiction Foundation 

in the province should be given the necessary financial assistance 

so that they can expand this movement. Presently I believe, Sir, 

there are 2,000 younr, people in this movement,in forty schools in 

Newfoundland. With more government support, Sir, from the 

Department of Education, I think this could become a viable avenue 

to reach all school-age children in this province. I commend this 

to the Minister of Education, Sir, for consideration in this 

discussion. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to deal with a matter that I 

could not deal wich once before today and that is the matter of 

the increase in the students' loan at the university. Mr. Chairman, 

first of all,before I deal with that, I want to deal with a headline 

in the morning news. I think, Sir, that this headline was 

unwarranted and uncalled for. I sat in this honourable House 

yesterday afternoon, Sir, throur,h the whole piece when the 

students were here and,in my opinion, Mr. Chairman, the students 

hehaved reasonably well. I sat here and I observed as I do everything 

that goes on in this honourable House, Sir, whether it be good, bad 

or indi.fferent, whether I agree with it or do not agree with it. I 

am pretty observant in this House. Sir, this is the peoples' House 

and I was glad yesterday that the ~alleries were filled with 

students and J was ~lad that they behaved themselves the way they 

did, Sir. In my opinion it was a credit to Newfoundland. You have 

several hundred students. It was a credit. 

A:i HO:mURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, there were several hundred students 

on the ninth and tenth floor yesterdav afternoon. There were at 

le;ist two hundred on the ninth and I would say there were probably 

another - well, there were three hundred - the future minister. There 

3 n 3 o 



April 6, 1973 Tap_e 1088 (morning) IB-4 

were three hundred and seven by actual count. Well, Sir, that is 

a fair number of students. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes but it is not two thousand.is it? 

MR. NEARY: I am talking about here on the ninth floor and 

on the tenth floor yesterday afternoon,and I was proud of 

them. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Now, Mr. Speaker, I never saw such a 

spectacle in my life. 

MR, W. Rm-~E: On a point of order. It takes two doctors to 

certify a man as mad in this province. I wonder would the 

Minister of Health ask his colleague, the Minieer of Highways, 

to come up and attend to the honourable Minister of Finance. He 

hasobviously gone off his head, Sir. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is not a point of order. 

MR. W. ROWE: No, what i~ it? It is a point of privilege and 

protection of the House, Sir. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: May I make a ruling on that point. I am sure 

that that point does not need a ruling. 

MR. NEARY: I know, Mr. Chairman, that this is a very touchy subject 

for the Minister of Finance and his colleagues in the government, 

Sir, this matter of student allowances. Sir, as I was saying,! 

was rather proud yesterday the way these students behaved themselves. 

They did not come up here to riot. This is the peoples' House, Sir, 

and they have ever:, right to occupy the peoples' House providing 

they observe the rules an~ regulations that apply to the public 

galleries,which they did, Sir. If there were a little laughing 

yesterday in the House, it may have been outside of the House. 

It certainly was not in the House, Mr. Chairman, and therefore, 

I think that this is a gross exag~eration of what happened in this 

honourable House yesterday. Big black headline in the morning news, 

"Students Jeer Speaker". Sir, what will the people across this 

province think when they look at that? They will think the students 
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have gone mad; they are all on drugs. They are all hopped up. 

A.~ HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is true. 

MR. NEARY: It is not true, Mr. Chairm~n. There was no jeering in 

the gallery. There was a bit of laughter outside of that door up 

on the tenth floor,not to much, very little for the crowd that were 

here, Sir. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: The mess was on the main floor. 

MR. NEARY: Oh, Mr. Chairman, that is why we employ janitors in this 

building. 

Mr. Chairman, I think that that big headline in the morning 

news was unwarranted and unjustified. I do not know if it is unheard 

of. I have seen headlines for less than that before. Just imagine, 

"Students Jeer Speaker". "Talks With Crosbie Totally Useless"; if that 

has been the headline, Sir, "Talks With Crosbie Totally Useless", that 

would have been the truth. That is not the truth, Sir, "Students Jeer 

Speaker." Your Honour knows that. If the students had jeered the 

Speaker, Your Honour would have cleared the galleries. Your Honour 

did not clear the galleries. He did not have any reason to. I 

hope that the "Daily News" will correct this wrong impression that 

has been left. It is anotl1er ctttempt at sensationalism, Sir, and 

it is not true. If it were true I should be the first one to stand 

in this House and condemn the students. But there is no way, Sir, 

that we are to have :my semblance of democracy in this honourable 

House and in the galleries, and I would say that sort ,lf thing has 

to stop. 

The students came up here. The•• were well behaved. They 

made their point. They probnbly did not go away satisfied but 

we will hear more about th.-it in the future. I hope that the 

"Daily News" will correct that wrong impression because this 

paper goes right across Newfoundland, Sir, and the poor little taxpayer, 

the poor little fisherman with a son or a daur,hter at the university 

is saying to himself, "My God, what is hapnening in there? Have they 

all gone mad over at that university? Hhat ahout my poor old son or 
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daughter?" 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. It now being one of the clock, I do 

leave the Chair until three of the clock this afternoon. 
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The Committee resum1•d at J:00 P.M. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the member for Bell Island. 

MR, S. A. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr, Chairman, I do not want to belabour the point but 

before we adjourned for dinner I was dealing with this headline 

l'K - J 

in the "Daily News" and I asked to have the impression that was 

left corrected because I think it probably left a wrong impression 

and did a disserv~ce to the students, 

Since then, Sir, I have gotten the ''Evening Telegram" and 

the report in the "Telegram" I must say is much better, Now, Sir, 

arising out of that little demonstration yesterday all sorts of 

things have happened. The opposition have been accused of playing 

politics with this matter of an increase in the students' loan. 

Sir, may I point out to the committee that estimates of this 

government are approved in this House and the students at the university, 

Sir, have no recourse in this instance but to appeal to the House. I 

do not know what other way they can air their grievance, Sir, but have 

the matter brought to the attention of the members of the House of 

Assembly and debated on the floor of this House in a hope, Sir, that 

the government would reconsider its position. If that is playing 

politics , Mr. ChairrnE,n, I cannot se<.> how it can be avoided. We 

are politicans. We have been asked by the students to take a position 

on this matter. The opposition is taking the position that we are 

opposed to the incre,,ses in the amounts that students have to borrow 

and the !!Overnment h:i.vl.' taken an opposite position. 

So I would say, Mr. Chairm:m, it is rather naive of anybody 

to say that rnc>rnbers of this llouse arr playing politics with the 

studc>nts because,in my opinion, Sir, it is not true. And anybody 

who says otherwise, Sir, in my opinion is either being very naive 

or is playing politics wHh this situation himself. 

Also, Nr. Chairman, yesterday th<' Leader of the Opposition, 

out in front of thi.s huf ldinr, ,was invited by the students to say 

a few words to the couple- of thousand students that we>rc gathcred 
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out front. I wa• there. Sir. I was there and my colleagues were 

there. I think just about everybody on our side of the House was 

there. There was nobody there from the government side. I saw 

the Minister of Social Services, Sir, coming in with his bouncer 

behind him, elbowing his way in through the front door without 

stopping to speak to the students. Even if he disagreed with them, 

as a matter of courtesy, Sir, you think he would have stopped to 

bid them the time of day. Th~y are honest,decent Newfoundlanders, 

Sir. There was nobody there as far as I know unless Your Honour 

was there. I did not see Your Honour standing in the background 

but I heard Your Honour was there. I would not expe~t Your Honour 

to participate in the demonstration because Your Honour is a netural 

member of this honourable House while he occupies the Chair and if 

Your Honour did not participate I can understand it. But, Sir, 

other members of the govenunent side were asked to come out and 

speak to the students · and they declined the offer. 

The students were asking the Premier to come out and meet 

them out front, They were asking for the Minister of Finance, They 

were asking for the Minister of Education, but they went and hid 

away, Mr. Chairman. They were hiding. They would not come out and 

meet the students, It is beneath their dignity, Sir, to come out 

and meet these young Newfoundlanders who were down here fighting 

for what they think is right. 

Three years ago, Sir, when ·the Minister of Finance wanted to 

drum up a little support for the Leadership of the Liberal Party and 

wanted to drum up a little support in two political car.•paigns in this 

Province,Sir, he did not hesitate to go over to the university, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is drawn to the rule of 

relevancy again, Head 601 - Education. 

MR. NEARY: _I will bite my tongue, Mr. Chairman. 

W~ll, Sir, yesterdayPas I have indicated,the Leader of the 

Opposition was invited to speak to this group outside, According to 
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a report in the "Evening Telegram" . today, Sir, here is what the 

Leader of the Opposition said. '1tr. Roberts spoke briefly outside 

of Confederation Building and told the students to keep up the 

fight. 'If you go home and forget it after exams,• he said, 'that will 

be the end. If you want this to go through you have to. fight using 

all lawful means to do so'('and I underline that word "lawful", SirJ 

'All lawful means to do so.' The opposition spokesman said that 

when the estimates come µpin the House, we will be ~n there fighting 

to get the money back to the students." That is precisely what we 

are doing, Sir. "Following an ovation for the Liberal Leader, the 

Council of Students Union, President, Wayne llurley,presented a 

petition,containing some 1,500,names to Fred Rowe, Opposition 

Education Critic. Mr. Rowe· was to present the petition in the 

House ·today." Wh~ch he has already done, Sir. "Not content to 

.remain on the steps as the four man delegation went inside to 

meet with Finance Minister, John Crosbie and 
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MR. NEARY: Education Minister, Gerald Ottenheimer, the students 

began filing into the lobby while others made their way to the 

House of Assembly." 

Now, Sir,on CBC today, on the 1:25 p.m. newscast on television, 

it was reported that the Leader of the Opposition spoke to the 

group and that the member of the !louse of Assembly for' Bell 

Island, Steve Neary, addressed the group. This was in connection 

with criticism that was levelled at the Leader of the Opposition 

and myself for addressing the group. 

Well, Sir, I would have liked to have had the privilege to 

address that group yesterday but I did not have the honour. 

I was not invitied, Sir, if I had been invited maybe the 

member for Labrador South would have something to talk 

about. But I would like for the CBC to correct that story 

Sir, because I did not address the group of students out 

in front of this building yesterday. 

My colleague, the Leader of the Opposition, and my 

colleague, the member for St. Barbe North,addressed the group. 

I did not speak, Sir. 

AN H~...!_ME_MBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: That is right. Maybe there will be other 

opportunities to speak to the students before this controversy 

is all over. 

So, Sir, the Leader of the Opposition said a few words 

and in my opinion, Sir, they were very sensible. There was a 

lot of sense in what he said. 

Lo and behold~ Mr. Chairman, today we hear announced on 

radio and television that the Leader of the Opposition was trying 

to incite a riot. 

MR. MORGAN: So he was. 

MR. RQ!l__ERTS: Would the honourahle member for Bonavista South like 

to make that char~e, Mr. Chairman, so T can deal with it in the 

House1 
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MR. ROBERTS: I heard the honourable p,entlemnn fram Bonavista 

South make a statement, Mr. Speaker, he did not have the 

floor but would he like to make the charge so I can deal with 

it,please? 

MR. HORGAN: Mr. Chairman, it is my opinion, yesterday as an 

observer on the main floor of this Confederation Building, 

that the students were fired up by some means after arrival 

at the Confederation Building. 

My interpretation of how they became fired up and riled up, 

it was after the Leader of the Opposition addressed them. What 

he said to them I do not know. I did not hear him. But they 

did become alive, if you wish, more fired up, rushing into the 

building, throwing signs around, etc., etc., blocking the main 

elevator and up the stairs, these kind of things, but only 

after the Leader of the Opposition addressed the group. 

In my personal opinion we were fortunate yesterday not 

to have had a riot on our hands. I sincerely hope that the 

remarks made to the students by the honourable Leader, that 

maybe he could pass along these remarks to the House and maybe 

we could determine if it did or not instigate the students 

to become riled up in the wey they were yesterday. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, the honourable member for Bonavista 

South has paid me the compliment of sayinp, the students 

appreciated remarks I made. That :l,s fine. He did not have 

the coura?,e to say openly what he said covertly. We will 

let that stand. 

As for the r,entleman for Labrador South, I shall deal with 

him outside the chambcrs,in the appropriate way. I do not need 

to defend myself in here because I made no statements in the 

House. Th'e statements I made outside stand. 

The gentleman from Bonavista South said something 

sotto voce (v-o-c-e for the Hansard reporters) which he did 

not have the courap,e to repeat when I clrnllenp,ecl him, We will 
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MR. ROBERTS: let him stand at that. Fine! Of course he 

stands on what he said, He made a statement of opinion that I had 

made a speech which fired up the students. So I did and I would 

do it again,gladly. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, we come not to praise Caesar but to bury him. 

If we only knew which one over there was Brutus, Mr. Chairman, 

we should be doing very well. 

MR. CROSBIE: Cassius you have to worry about. 

MR. ROBERTS: Not me, not the lean and hungry look, Maybe the 

honourable member for St. John's West h·as to worry about it or the 

member for Harbour Main, 

But the gentleman from Bonavista South did not have the 

courage to say,when I challenged him,what he said under his 

breath,so we will leave it at that for the time being. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, this is another example of the low 

opinion the crowd over on the other side have of the students 

at the university. I give them more credit myself, Sir. 

There was no chance of a riot here yesterday and 

Mr. Chairman, while we are on that subject, I was so 

irritated out in front of this building yesterday to see 

so many police out there, It is a wonder they did not have 

the helmets on, Sir, Some did have the~ on. It is a wonder 

they did not have the air raid shelters so that the people 

of St, John's can go underground when a r,roup of poor little 

students come up to Confederation Building to fight for their 

rights. 

You know, Mr, Chairman, there was a detective out there 

p,oinp, around with a camera slung around his neck,unknown 

to the students, taking pictures of the students so that they 

cot•ld be kept on file down in the police station, Sir, listed 

amon~st troubla makers, 
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MR..:_ _!iORGAN: _ On a point of order, Mr. Chninnnn. The point of 

order is that we are not debating the demonstration yesterday 

by the students, we are debating the estimates of 601-01. I 

think we should stand by these and make the points relevant to the 

debate. 

MR. NEARY: !-1r. Chairman, this is the only way we can debate 

this matter. It is under the minister's salary. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member will permit, the 

point with reference to education is well taken and is debatable as to 

whether or not the p,overnment's position is rip.ht or wrong, 

However, the rules of relevance can only be stretched so far 

and points of debate between honourable members as to whether 

or not a riot was imminent or not imminent is irrelevant to this 

debate. As I arose I gave way to the honourable member 

for Bonavista South who wished to make the same point that he 

made. 

The honourable member for Bell Island on at least two 

occasions this afternoon, has been drawn to the rule of relevancy 

with regard to 601-01. The honourable member is now drawn to 

that point ar,ain. The honourable member was spoken to at some 

length by the Chair this morning with rer,ard to relevance and other 

attendant matters. The honourable member, if he is to address this 

committe is to addres~ it in a relevant manner. 

MP.. H~t. ROHi•:: tfay I ask Your Honour fo what way my colleague 

is heinr. irrelevant to this subhead? 

'!-ffi.. Cll/lIRXAN: If the honourable member had listened,! felt 

that that wa~ quite clear. 

'IR • 1-"f. ROWE : It is not clear at all, Sir. I asked a question. 

I do not expect slurs on the question I asked. I am askinr, 

because I intend to sp<>ak in this d<>hate as well. In what 

way is my colleaguF beinr. irrelevant to the subhra<l under 

discussion? 
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MR. CHAIRMA.~: While the Chair does not have to answer these 

questions,! presume it is nevertheless incumbent since the 

Chair is in effect being challenged to justify a ruling, that 

in my opinion, was lucidly enough stated. The matter of 

policemen inside or outside the building is a matter that 

is discussed under the justice element che Justice Es~imates. 

It is quite irrelevant to a debate on Education. 

The matters with which the honourable member for Bell 

Island is dealing are irrelevant,and if necessary the Chair's 

ruling can be appealed to the House. 

I feel that the Chair can make itself no clearer than 

that except to say that the honourable member was being irrelevant 

and the honourable member for White Bay South,well 

the honourable memher for White Bay South is F;iven the benefit 

of the doubt in that the Chair-had not made itself sufficiently 

clear. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member for Labrador South. 

MR. MARTIN: I wonder.at this point, if we are going to get to 

the relevancy of the debate, I think it 1.s upon me at this 

time to clear up a few points that have been raised, three 

to be exact. 

In the first place, the statement by the honourable member 

for Rell Island,that I had reported to CBC that he spoke to 

the students demJnstrating yesterday.is correct. I realized, 

a few minutes after I said it, that what I had said was wrong, 

I meant to refer to the honourable gentlem,m from St. Barbe 

North, it came out, I apolop.ize to the honourable member 

for Bell Island and I apologjze to CBC. 

MR. F. ROWE: Why did my remarks inci.te a riot'l 

MR. MARTIN: Let me F;et on to that, Sir. T did not state at 

any time that anybody was trying to ind te a riot. What I said 

was that with the fevour,pitch at which thPse people were 
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MR. MARTIN: operating yesterday, with the emotional state at 

which they were, it is an emotional issue, it is an emotional 

issue for me as well as for the students, and I should think 

for most members of this honourable House,and that for 

not so much the things that were said yesterday by these 

honourable gentlemen to the demonstrators but the manner 

in which they were said, given the fact that it was an 

emotional state, I think if there had been, for any reason 

whatsoever, irrespective of whether or not the statements 

made were inciting or would lead to such an acceleration, 

whether OT not, that it could have been the fact that if 

it had reached the state of a riot yesterday, 
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for any reason whatsoever that there could be a very good cause to 

believe that the statements made beforehand,not so much for what 

was said but the manner in which they were said,could have been 

said to lead to that state. 

There is one more point that I would like to bring up at 

this point and that is that the honourable the Leader of the Opposition 

last night in a puhlic broadcast referred to my frequent absences 

from debate in tris House and that they were becoming noticeable. I 

have two things to say about that. 

MR. Rq_BF.RTS: On a point of order! I do not want to cut off the 

honourable gentleman but he is somewhat irrelevant I submit to 

the Minister of Education's salary, Sir. 

MR. MARTIN: Mind is a point of personal privilege, Sir. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Whether or not it is a point of personal privileE?e 

will be ruled upon by the Chair. The honourable member for Labrador 

South has the floor. 

MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ROB_J:RTS: To a point of order, Mr. Chainnan. I understood 

that points of -

MR. CHAI~.AN: The honourable the Leader of the Opposition, the 

point of privilege takes precedence over all other points. The 

honourable the member for Labrador South. 

MR. ~fARTJ~_:_ I will restate, Sir, this is a point of personal privilege 

upon which I rise, concerning statements made hy the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition last night on public television when he 

referred to my frequent absences from debate in this House. I 

would point out to him, Sir, and to all other honourable members here 

present and to the people in my district that if I have absented 

myself from this House 1t is for two very ~ood reasons. In the 

first place I have become thorour,hly disgusted at times with the 

tone and tenor of the debate. I do not think it has been a debate 

in most cases. ~econdly, if the previous administration and that 
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honourable gentleman in particular had done his job while he was 

in office,then he would not have left things in such a state in 

my district that I would have to spend my time outside of the House 

trying to correct. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, may I ask what the point of privilege 

was? What I said about the honourable gentleman stands. What he 

says about me is not worthy of reply by me and as for his statements 

outside the chamber, I have already said that I shall deal with those 

in another way, in an appropriate manner. I notice he did not have 

the courage to repeat in the House what he is alleged to have said 

outside of the House. Again, it is a measur~ of the honourable 

gentleman for Labrarlor South. 

AN HON. MEMBF.R: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Yes, I will be delighted too. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the member for Labrador South was 

makinr, a point that was very per~onal to him and undoubtedly was 

a matter of great urgency to him. However, the rules of privilege 

are clear. At this point I do not think it keeps within the 

precedents with regard to privilege. Fowever, while the remarks 

may be ruled out of order they nevertheless quite often get 

into the record as a result of honourable members having raised them. 

They may nevertheless be out of order. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order there. It is my 

submission that the point raised by the honourable member for Labrador 

South is merely a b~each of privilege. On page ninety-eight, section 

108 of Beauchesne "Libels on members have also been constantly 

punished but to constitute a breach of privilege they must concern 

the character or conduct of members in that capacity. The libel 

must be based on matters arising, the actual transaction, the business 

of the House." 

The honourable 11,entleman for Labrador South was libeled in 

his conduct as a memher,by the Leader of the Opposition,on public 

television last night.the libel heinr- that he was frequently absent 

from the House when important matters were before the House. That is 
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clearly a prima facie breach of privilege of the members of ~he 

House. The honourable ~entleman in my submission is quite right 

in raising it and the honourable the Leader of the Opposition is 

quite wrong in these statements. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Mr. chainnan, to a point of order. First of all 

there is a question of timeliness. Secondly, Your Honour has told 

us time and time again; Your Honour has made a ruling and Your 

Honour will receive only a challenge, will not recei•,e any further 

argument. The gertleman for St. John's West is obviously challenging 

Your Honour's ruling. 

I feel therefore that on our side of the House we will appeal 

Your Honour's ruling and we will give the gentlemen on the other 

side a chance to vote on thls, whether they will vote to sustain 

Your Honour's ruling with respect to the privilege. 

MR. CHAI RM-AN: With regard to that point raised by both the 

honourable Leader of the Opposition and the Minister of Finance; 

the Chair,exercising its right or privilege to make no ruling with 

regard to certain matters that are raised, in effect made no ruling 

as far as the point of privilege that the member for Labrador South 

raised. If called upon to make a rulinr~ the Chair will undertake 

to make a formula rulinr; which will be delivered at a later date. 

?-IR. ROBF.RTS: I am sorry, Hr. Chairman, I understood Your Honour 

had made a rulinp.:. Would Your Honour please make a ruling on the 

point. I realize that one cannot do it now,but in due course. 

Also may I speak to the point of order, Sirr Beauchesne is quite 

clear that timeliness is of the essence with points of privilep.e. 

The statements which I made on television were broadcasted I believe 

seven o'clock last evening. The House met at ten o'clock this 

mornin~. it is now three twenty-fiveo'clock this afternoon. I would like 

Your Honour to consider the rule on the statug point as to wh<"ther 

or not the ~<"ntleman for J,ahrador South raised them at the earliest 
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possible opportunity. I submit that there are ample precedents 

to say that his action in not raisin~ it between ten o'clock and 

one o'clock, between three o'clock and three twenty-five o'clock meant that 

he slept on his rights. 

However if he should wish to sue me for libel1 since I have 

made them outside of the House,my solicitors will of course receive 

service at his pleasure. 

~. MARTIN: Mr. Chairman, I wish to clarify a point for the 

benefit of the honourable the ·Leader of the Opposition. I did not 

personally hear the broadcast last night.it was brought to my 

attention,and the reason why I did not bring it up until this 

point,it was until I had a chance to listen to tapes of that 

broadcast. 

MR. RORF.RTS: On a point of order. The honourable gentleman missed 

a good broadcast. Thousands of people beardit. If in fact I did 

libel him, I libelled him on the television, thousandsof people 

heard it. Whether he heard,it has nothinr to do with the timeliness 

issue. The rules say -

AN l'ION. MF.'-IBF.R: Inaudible, 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, I have no idea what the honourable 

gentlemen opposite are cackling about. 

MR. CHAI~MAN: The honourable Leader of the Opposition raised a 

point of privilege himself last week, It is not until the tapes 

or BeaucheRne were available that the honourable the J,c;ader of the 

Opposition made argument to it, 

MR. ROBERTS: If Your Honour would be p,ood enough to check 'Hansard, 

Your Honour will find that I gave notice that the first possible 

opportunity on Friday, Rud~et Day, I stood on the orders,. Your Honour 

I suhmi t. Si.r, iR erroneous. Your Honour iR ROinr. on recollection 

and ml'mory has not servecl Your l'onour well. In th:ls case t raised 

it at the first possible opport~nity, Your Honour may check the 
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Hansards if he wish. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Are honourable members now prepared to ~eturn to 

601-01 from which we have digressed for approximately one-half 

hour? We have engaged in a debate which is quite irrelevant to 

this topic. The member for Bell Island had the floor .at that point. 

:MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, if I may, just in dealing with this 

point. 

AN HON. MF.MBER: Inaudible. 

MR. MURPHY: On a point of order or a point of privilege or a 

point of something, I would just like, Mr. Chairman. at this time 

to advise the Leader of the Opposition -

AN HON. !-WBF.R: Sit down. 

MR. MURPHY: On a point of personal privilege, Sir. On a point 

of personal privilege. 

AN HON. MF.MBF.R: Sit down. 

MR. MURPHY : I did not want to ~et into this argument. I would 

just like to advise the Leader of the Opposition or any other 

goon,when I entered this building not to invoke anybody over the 

Speaker - now let us hear it for the Hinister of Welfare. 

MR. ROBERTS: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the Leader of the Opposition may 

be making the same point of order as the Chair wishes to make. 

The reference to the honourable Leader of the Opposition -this 

remark is directed to the Minister of Social Assistance. The 

remark made by the honourable Minister of Social Assistance with 

regard to the Leader of the Opposition,describing him as a goon 

is quite -

AN HON. MF.HP.FR · 

MR. CllAIRl-'AN: 

Innudible. 

In the opinion of the Chair that is the same thing. 

It is quite unparliamentary and the honourable minister is asked 

to withdraw that remark. 

?-!R. MURPHY· I will withdraw :it, Sir, b•..:t I would just like to 

say this, that any member of this House that stands outside of this 
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building where another . honourable ·member is entering and calls 

on a bunch of people to say, "Let us hear it. let us hear it from 

the honourable Minister of Welfare whatever he said,"or from 

Ank Murphy"actually it was." I do not need this kind of 

stuff and I think it is entirely unbecominr, unbecoming the 

conduct of any member of this honourable House. That is all I 

have to say on this. Sir. 

MR. ROJlF.RTS: --·---- I would like to say a word to that po~nt of order, 

Mr. Chairman, I should be delighted to be cheer leader for the 

honourable member for St. John's Centre at anytime. I did sar, 

"let us hear it from Ank Murphy." 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

't-'R. ROBF.RTS: Mr. Chairman, if I have the floor, I have the 

right to make my remarks in silence. The honourable the r,entleman 
' ,, 

for St. John's Centre; I did say let us hear it." The students 

heard it and I have no doubt the honourable gentleman in due 

course will hear it. 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Chairman. the students at Memorial University, 

speaking on behalf of future students at the university,have requested 

the Pro~ressive Conservative Government,commonly known as the "Tory 

Government" to reconsider and change its proposed policy towards 

government aid and support for university students. Well, Mr. 

Chairman, I want to say right here anrl 
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now that I unconditionally support that request. I am all for it. 

I hope there is no doubt in anybody's mind that I am behind this. 

The Minister of Social Services says it is a kiss of death,but 

that is his opinion. 

The students go on to say, Sir, that it is their belief 

that the proposed policy is definitely contrary to the betterment 

of the students' welfare and ultimately the university's. I also 

believe that statement, Sir, to_be correct, This is a rich man's 

government and they are trying to make the university a rich man's 

paradise. This new policy, Sir, of forcing students to borrow 

$1,400 before they can receive government assistance,discriminates 

against the poorer students of this province,whereas, Mr. Chairman, 

it should be doing the opposite. It discriminates against the 

poorer students, Sir. The sons and daughters of the loggers and 

the miners and the fishermen and the office workers and the civil 

servants, a lot of them but not all of them, not the ones who are 

getting the bi~ fat salaries but it discriminates against a lot 

of poor people in th:ls province, Sir. It will mean that the 

enrollment at the university this coming September and succeedin~ 

years will probahly drop off and I think this is a shame, 

Mr. Chairman. It is criminal. Already across Canada and down 

through the United States enrollment in universities is declining 

for what reason I do not know but it is declining. 

AN HON. MF.MBF.R: No jobs. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, how are students going to pay back this 

$7,000 or $8,000 or $9,000 or $10,000 they have to borrow? They 

come out of the university with their pieces of paper and no jobs. 

The jncreasc, Sir, will mean that seventy-five per cent of the 

st11cl£'ntn nttendinr. Memorinl rip:ht now, rir,ht at this present time 

and in the future,will greatly increase their r,raduation debts,so 

the students say. It has not been denied by the Minister of 

Education or the Minister of Finance. How will they pay it back 
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if they cannot find jobs, Sir? It will be a minimum of $7,000 

they will have to pay back and if this does not discourage students 

from attending university, Sir, as I say,especially with the job 

shortage that we have in this province,then I do not know what 

will. 

Mr. Chairman, it is unfortunate in my opinion that this 

is coming at a time when the government is talking about 

establishing regional colleges and community colleges. This 

backward policy that they are bringing ir now will cause the 

enrollment at the university to drop and at the same time they 

are talking about building a regional college in Corner Brook 

and a community coller,e in Stephenville. Where are they going 

to get the students, Sir? The students were severely critical -

.TM - 2 

Incidentally, Mr. Chairman, I am not quite sure on this point 

but this money the students have ~o borrow,is it guaranteed by the 

Government of Canada or does the province put up the full amount? 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: It is a Federal Canada student loan and the 

money is guaranteed by the Government of Canada. The reason I 

am asking this question is I am not quite clear on it, Mr. Chairman. 

iut in the event that students default on their loanS,then the 

Government of Canada has to pick up the tab and not the province. 

So where the rovernment is really trying to save the money here 

is in grants and not in loans. They are upping the loans to 

$1,400 so they can save in assistance to students, That is where 

they hope top.et the saving,and that will probably be poured 

into the linerboard mill out in Stephenville or paid to these 

hjP,h-paid flunkies we are! hearing so much about these days. 

Mr. Chairman, the students bi~terly complained about 

not beinr, consulted on this matter and the Minister of Finance 

r,ave us an excuse, "Well, we could not discuss this with the 

students because it would not be proper to let them know what 
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is in the budget." Well, Sir, the Minister of Finance did not have 

to let the students know what was in the estimates for this year. 

He could have polled the students. The Minister of Finance can 

poll the students any time. He can poll the students or anybody 

else in Newfoundland, on any issue that he likes and he could have 

polled the students. He could have sat down with the Student 

Council, had a little round-table discussion, brought this matter 

up, got their reaction to it an~ then go away somewhere to his 

office and make a rational decision. But the minister did not 

do this, Sir, and the students say they are very disappointed 

that the government did not do this. 

The minister also said that he carried out studies. 

Well, we are waiting for the Minister of Education and the 

Minister. of Financ-e to table these studies in this hor.ourable House, 

Sir, I trust when the Minister of Education stands to speak in 

this debate that he will p;ive us facts and f:f.gures, table the 

studies and let us have a look at them, let us see the information 

they had in front of them when they made this decision and let 

us see if they have taken a right decision or. a wrong decision. 

The students now ask, Sir, now that the damage is done 

they ask that the government initiate an independent study into 

the effects of any of these changes. Nothing wrong with that, 

Mr. Chairman. That is a reasonable request. Is that the request 

of a group of people who were trying to incite a riot? They want 

the government to initiate an independent study into the affects 

of any changes in their student-aid policy and that these be 

considered before any chan~es are made and that the report of 

th~ independent committee be made public. What is wrong with 

that, Mr. Chairman? Any member on the ~overnment side see anything 

wron~ with it? It is a sane, sensible, commonsense, reasonable 

approach and the p,overrunent would do well to ~rant that request. 

They also asked that the government immediately consult a joint 
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committee of student affairs to discuss the student-aid. Another 

reasonable request, Sir, and the most important one of all is 

that any and all changes in the student-aid programme be delayed 

at least until the fall semester. 

My colleague pointed out this morning, Sir, that these 

students have made long-range plans and they are depending on 

this. They have drawn up a budget and they have to work within 

that budget. Does that not make a lot of sense, Sir? Take a 

little breathing time, take time to sit down and reconsider this 

matter calmly and collectively,to arrive at a satisfactory 

conclusion to this whole affair. Is this not a sensible thing 

to do, to ask that the implementation of this be delayed until 

at least the fall semester? It makes a lot of sense to me, Sir. 

I would ask the government to reconsider this. 

Sir, there is not much else I can say on this except, 

as I stated in the bep.inninp,, and I am right behind the students 

on this, I think the Minister of Finance and the Minister of 

Education have made the boohoo of the year. They should be men 

enough to admit that they have made a boohoo an<l reconsider this 

whole matter, Sir, and not make a single chanp.e until they have 

had an opportunity to sit down with the students and discuss 

this matter, ask for an independent investigation into the whole 

affair and then bring a report back to this House of Assembly 

in the fall of the y~ar. 

MR. OTTF.NHEIMER: Now, Mr. Chairman, I intend to deal first with 

the statement of the hon. member for St. Barbe North,that as far 

as expenditure in education is concerne<l there is retrenchment 

on this government's part in its budget,an<l secondly with the 

issue which has taken up most of the time of the committee so 

far an<l that is the matter of the Canada student loan fund and 

the need for students to borrow up to $1,400 before qualifying 

for provincial assistance,and then with the other matters which 
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have been raised. 

With respect to the opposition's charge that there is 

retrenchment as far as expenditure in education is concerned, 

certainly we cannot agree to that. They may disagree with 

various policies but the facts behind 

3 :) 5 2 

JM - 5 



April 6, 1973 Tape 1093 (afternoon) 

belie retrenchment. The total vote in education last year w~s 

$131.3 million. This year it is $149.9 million. An increase of 

$18.6 million. 

IB-1 

Just to give a few instances of the increase1 in teachers' 

salaries which last year was 55.7 million, this year it is 64 million. 

That makes up for 8.3 million, of that increase. 

Transportation for school children which last year was 

6.3 million, this year it is 6.9 million, an incre~se of 

$600,000. Perhaps I will add now,although I had intended to 

leave it until we got to that part of the estimates, that that 

$600,000 increase in the vote for transportation of school 

children will allow this government to pay an additional ten 

dollars for each pupil being transp~rted in school buses. In 

other ·words,starting the next academic year,through all the 

school boards for every pupil using school buses, there will 

be a ten dollar per capita increase in what they received last 

year. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inacdible. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Well, one cannot figure that out to t~e exact 

amount but we budgeted there for an increase of ten dollars per 

capita for every student being bused,starting the next school year. 

Also, in the increases, the operational grants to school 

boards, last year 10.4 million, this year 11.5 million, an increase 

of $l.l million. That will allow this government to increase,to 

every student a per capita increase ,for every student in the province 

of four dollars. For every student in elementary and secondary 

school, elementary school and high school,an increase of four dollars 

per capita. Now, the formula on how these are worked out and what 

the present amount is,certainly I will be glad to explain to the 

committee when we get into that section. I wish to point out.when 

one talks about retrenchment that certainly an increase in a 

departmental expenditure by 18.6 million dollars cannot be called a 
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retrenchment and I think in those areas where we can increase by 

ten dollars per capita for all pupils using school buses and 

four dollars in general for all pupils of all categories 

throughout the province that certainly this , is not an example 

of retrenchment. 

I might point out as well,if we are speaking about 

retrenchment; in the current account of the university, let 

us compare just three years, 1971-1972, 1972-1973 and 1973-1974: 

lB-2 

The account grant-in-aid for 1971-1972 (1 am rounding all these 

out),$16.2 million. That was for full-time student equivalents -

there is a complicated formula which I can go into but it is 

probably not necessary now - for full-time student equivalent 

equaling 8,100 which came to a grant for full-time student 

equivalent of $2,003. That is 1971-1972, a total of $16.2 million 

for 8,100 full time students,a grant per unit of $2,003. 

In 1972-1973, that amount increased to $18.6 million for 

8,500 full-time student equivalent with the grant amounting to 

$2,192 per full-time student equivalent. 

Now, this year, the year of retrenchment, we have increased 

from $18. 6 last year to 21. 2 million dollars this year. For how 

many st~uents is that? For 9,200 students. If we are talking 

about retrenchment, does that mean that there is a decrease in 

the grant for full time student equivalent? That would be 

retrenchment. We have increased the amount from last year to this 

year, from $18.6 million to $21.2 million. The number of students 

based on the formula of full-time student equivalent has increased 

from 8,100 to 8,520. Now, we have to ask ourselves whether the 

grant per unit has increased or decreased. It has increased to 

2,309. In other words, last year the grant per full-time student 

unit was $2,192 and in this years budget it is $2,309. I think Mr. 

Chnirman, that these f11cts surely will certainly demonRtratc thl3t 

one cnnnot cnll this an crlucation hudr,c,t of retrenchment, 11 budp,P.l 

whrrc there fR rctnmd1ment in cclur.11tlnn hut nhow connldrrnhlr l11rrnn,i~-.. 
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Now, I would like to get specifically to the matter.which 

has caused most of the debate in the House today. That of course 

dP.als with the policy of the government announced in the Budget 

Speech that students would be required to borrow up to $1,400 

before qualifying for Provincial assist~ce. I believe the honourable 

gentleman from St. Barbes North said that this would require students 

to borrow $800 more. There is no student who in any year would 

have to borrow $800 more. What it means is that bef'lre getting 

any Provincial assistance, a person has to borrow up to $1,400. 

Now, it is fairly complicated, Let me give one example of how 

it works. Let us take an example. 

Let us say a single student,and it is up to $1,800. The 

total amount to which a student is ~ntitled,of course, does not 

change, $1,800 single, $2,650 married. This does not change. 

What changes of course is the proportion between grants from 

the Provincial Government and the Canada Student Loan money. 

That is what changes. The total does not change. Let me take 

one example to show how it would work,let us say under the old 

system and how it would work under what we can call the new 

system. 

Let us take a single student whost>need was $1,000. Under 

the old system he would borrow $600. There would be $400 left. 

$200 of that four was by way of grant and $200 was again by way 

of loan. So, in effect he was borrowing $800. Now, I will repeat 

it. I do not claim to be any genius in mathematics. It took me 

some time to get these things clear myself. Let us say if last 

year a single student had $1,000 of need. Before getting any 

provincial assistance, he had to borrow $600. lie got his $600. 

There was $400 left. I am beginning to feel like the other 

gcntlem:m who sat over here a couple of years ar.o. There was $400 

left. Thnt is split down the middle. $200 in Provincial Government 

Grant ,ind $200 in Canadn Student Loan. So, in effect last year this 

student hnd :m indehtedncss of $800 to t:.e Canada Student Loan, this 
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year because his need is $1,000, he will borrow the full $1,000. 

He will have borrowed $200 more. Actually that exact instance 

that I took was the case of six hundred students last year. Last 

year there were in fact six hundred students, single students, 

with $1,000 of need. They borrowed $A00, the $600 and $200, got 

a $200 Provincial grant. This year,instead of borrowing $A00 

through the Canada Student Loan, they will borrow $1,000. 

You can see what the difference is there7 of $200, not of $800 

in any one year. 

Now, one obviously could go through all of the categories 

that way,which would be quite time-consuming. The formula, the 

process is the same for each. Under the old system - we cannot 

understand the new one unt!l we understand the old- ~~ese are 

what are being col!'.pared. You know the old one is supposed to be 

great and the new one diasterous. Under the old system a person 

borrowed up to $600 before he qualified 
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for any Canada Student Loan Fund. The differt'nce between th11t nnd 

what they were entitled to was split fifty-fifty, half a provincial 

grant - half a Canada Student Loan Fund. 

MR. F.B.ROWE: Where would they borrow that six hundred dollars? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: It would be Canada Student Loan Fund. 

}fR, F.B.RO~TE: And what about the two hundred dollars? 

~'R. OTTENREI~R: It would also be Canada Student Loan Fund. 

~. F.B.ROWE: Bvt it is just two lrundred dollars more. 

?-lR. OTTENHF.H'EP. · --------- -- - This is not so~ething taken out of the year. There 

were in fact six hundred students in this category last year. Their 

need was $1,000. Before they could qualify for any provincial 

allowance, government assistance, provincial government assistance, 

they had to borrow six hundred dollars. They had their six hundred 

dollars and there was still a need of four hundred dollars to make up 

that $1,000 which was their need. The formula was, that what was left 

half was provincial grant and that was two hundred dollars, half of 

four. The other half was put on as Canada Student Loan Fund so in 
. 

effect those six hundred students last year,whose need was $1,000, 

borrowed eight hundred dollars. They are indebted for eight hundred 

dollars to the Canada Student Loan Fund, Under the new system they 

would be indebted for a year, for $1,000. 

I am not sure if I am clear but I thinl: I am. It is as 

clear as one can make it. I wanted to go through th~t in order to 

show honourable memberswhat in effect the results will be. What I 

have here there are approximately 5,515 students at the univers1ty 

last yerir who benefjted from, took part in the Canada Student Loan 

Fund. What I have asked officials in the Department of F.ducation to 

do is to J,reak down thi!.t 5,515 in orclc>r to :Inform me, so that I may 

inform the House, so that I may inform honourahle gentlemen hPre, 

,.,hat the differenC(' in fact would be under the old system and the new 

systen. Okay, if we tak<' the numher of studrnts thc>re last yenr, 

knowfnp the> amount they hnd to hnrrow under thr Cannda Studc>nt Loan 

Fund,and ask ourselves~ under the new pror.ramrrr announced in the 
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budget 
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what \...>ould they llave to bor·row per year more? That i,s 

whnt I am r,ettinr, et. How much would they have to harrow per 

year more? 

For 1,130 etudents;under the· new eystem they will have 

to borrow one hundred dollars more per t"10 semester year. So, for 

1,130 students the difference would be one hundred dollars. No 

sense in sayin~ no, it is in fact mathematically correct. One can 

disogree with the policy and say one should not do it, but one 

cannot disagree vi.th questions of arithmetic. Basically it is 

arithmetic, They are not good, bad nor indifferent, they just nre 

rnnthematical facts. One can say the programme is shocking but one 

cannot arRue with addition and subtraction, at least I suppose one 

can,but one usually does not ~et too far. 

However, 

AN HOH. t<E)IBER: 

lffi. OTTENHEI!-'ER: 

Do not try to pull the wool over our eyes. 

I would never try to do that. tfy dear man, my 

dear man, if somebody would send the honourable gentleman an adding 

machine. 

_!\l!_J\ON. HEIIBF.R: I just cannot see it. 

!'!:.R--=---PTTENl1EI?-1F.R_:_ For 1,130 students who last year,under the old 

system, under the smne circurn~tnnces this year they would have to 

horrow from the Cnnada Studf'nt Lonn Fund one hundred dollars more, 

for 1,700 students, they would have to borrow two hundred dollars 

norc than they did lm:;t yl'ar, for 1,705 students, they would h:we 

to horrow three hunclrcd dollars more, for S<"VC'TI hundred students 

they vould hnvc to borrow four hundred do]lnrs more, for two h1.1ndred 

and eip,ht students, there would in fact be no chan~e. 

This ifl takfnp: last year's use of the Canada Student Loan 

Pl.an at the university and transposinr. the net,.~ system nnnounced in 

thf' hudr.t_•t, rnnada Student Lonn P]nn unto lflf>t yenr'B stntistics. 

f:icts. d:itn,nnrl those-,honoun1hlf' r,entlC11T1«·n,nrr the fncte. 

There is another matter I w:fsh to relnte to tlwn. 
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AN HON. M'efBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. OTTENHF.IMER: Right. I will m~ke this other point first 

because it may be what the honourable gentleman is going to ask 

as it is related to it. 

AN HON. MEMBER: May I have a copy? 

~R. OTIF.Nl-IED-fER.: Yes, I only have one here in front of me but I 

will certainly be glad to give the honourable gentleman a copy. 

There are .1uRt a couple of matters related to this I 

wish to comment on as well. 1· think a couple of members of the 

opposition stated that they thought the Minister of finance and I, 

when met with the students for about half an hour or so,and that 

was our second meetiniz within a week actually, which we were very 

pleased to do and we are both pleased to meet with them at any 

time,but there was some criticism from the opposition that we should 

in fact have given out data and information and this and that. 

However, I am quite sure that we would have then been called 

discourteous to the House and bearing in mind that unless some 

honourable p,entlerr,an opposite were going to speak at even 

greater len~th than usual, within twenty-four hours and in fact it 

has worked to about twenty-four and a-half hours, within twenty-

four hours,and it could well have been much sooner, this data would have 

in fact been made known, so I do not think thAt accusation is a 

valid one. 

I think I should point out as well, because this does not 

see~ to be clear to all, that for approximately four hundred and 

fifty students there will be no chanp:e in the plan until next 

Septemher. Jn other words, students - that is probably why, when 

the honourable the member for St. Barbe North was finished this 

morn:lnp: I had hoped that J.would be able then to speak to r:et these 

facts on as ~uickly as possiblc,but it does not make much difference, 

it is only 11. fpw hours later - for approximately four hundred and 

fifty ~tudents who are doing two consecutive Sc•ptemhers, from 
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January and May, the two consecutivl' Septembers, they will nQt be 

affected for the May se~ester, because in these cases students 

apply for the two semesters on the same form and I think the two 

semesters are usually approved together. It will, I want to be 

- perfectly clear, it will take ~ffect for a student who has been 

out during the January term and will be either coll'I11encinp, from 

scratch in ~ay, if in fact there are any, or recommencing after 

being out a year, two years, one semester or two seme", ters. 

For anyone entering or re-entering the university system 

it will become operative in May. For the approximately four 

hundred and fifty students who are doing the May semester as a 

continuation, consecutively after the January and who applied 

for student aid under the plan which was in effect, which was 

government policy when they applied for the student assistance, that 

will not take effect, It will take effect for them obviously, 

if they continue in September. 

• I have covered those two matters. There are a number of 

other items which were rained by members on the opposition 

which I think,for purpose of clarity,! will keep to coJ11T1ent upon 

until after any honourable members who wish get back into the question 

of student aid, Canada Student Loan Plan or this. In other words, 

there are matters on certification, pupil-teacher ratio, all of the 

other matters which were raised by honourah]e gentlemen opposite, 

the Alcoholjc and Drue Foundation, rrgional colleRes, school taxes 

and al 1 of thi.s. I h.we notes on all of thn t but I th:!.nk for the 

purpose of clarity and there nrc eip,ht or nine matters there, for the> 

purpose of clarity I think :It :Is better for me to keep thnt in 

abeyance,because other honourable p.entlemen may wish to debate 

further on this particular matter. I think it would perhaps serve 

the purpose of clarity if we left these other matters in abeyance 

until the committee had 1f not exhausted its verbal prowess at 

lr.:rnt lt.-itl rivc-n it roorl excreh;e. 
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:r,IR. CROSBIE : Mr. Chairman, I only wish to say a few words 

here because every now and then there is a determined attempt 

to inveigle me into this debate. The honourable Minister of 

Education has pointed out what we wished to point out to the 

students yesterday when the delegation came to meet us. At 

that time, Mr. Chairman, it should be noted that the students 

said they would not keep the information confidential. We 

told them that thts information the Minister of Education has 

.1ust given the House would have to be kept confidential until 

it was given to the members of the House of Assembly, since 

otherwise it would be a discourtesy to the members of this 

House to give it first to the newspapers and the media. 

Afternoon 

They said, Mr. Chairman, that they did not want to 

accept the information,that if they received the information then 

they would make it public and it was best for us to keep that 

information until the House met. The', Minister of Education has 

explained just what the effect is of this change in policy on 

the student assistance programme at memorial. It is not what 

the opposition has been attempting to lead people to believe, 

that suddenly next year,the 5,000 people who are receiving 

assistance at Memorial.are all going to have to borrow ei~hteen 

hundred dollars, whereas this year they only had to borrow six 

hundred. That is not true. There is not a word of truth in it, 

there is not a particle of truth in it. The actual facts are as 

the Minister of Education has given them, that assuming the same 

5,515 students next year have the same need they had this year, 

the 5,515 who are receiving assistance now, 1,130 of them will only 

have to borrow one hundred dollars more next year than they did 

this year, 1,700 will only have to borrow two hundred dollars more 

1,705 will have to borrow three hundred dollars more and 700 will 

have to horrow four hundred dollars more. 

The very maximum increase in horrowinr for any one of 
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those 5,515 students is four :hundred dollars and 280 of them have 

no change. Yet for the last couple of days in the province, we 

have been hearinr: the welkin ring with the opposition and others 

attein.pting to .give the public the impression that this means 

that the students receiving assistance at memorial will all have 

to borrow eifZhteen hundred dollars instead of six hundred dollars 

next year. It is an attempt to deceive as to what has really 

happened here. 

Now, Mr. -

~NF#tl=___ Is that a parliamentary word? 

~. CR0$1HE: An attempt ••• 

A! HON. !-ffl-1BF.R: Point of order. 

~. CROS'B_IJ:..:.. I wit.hdraw it, I do not care, call it a mistake, an 

attempt, 
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a mistaken impression that these gentlemen have propagated, these 

gentlemen and others some of whom should know better. That is what 

this change in policy is. That is the effect of it, The worst effect 

of it is that some students will have to borrow $400 more next year 

than they did this year. 

Now what is the Canada Student Loan Prograrmne? The Canada 

Student Loan Programme is a federal programme administered by the 

Liberal Government at Ottawa. It is a loan programme. The Liberal 

Government at Ottawa is not giving university students grants. God 

knows they have the money, Mr. Chairman. They have the spondoolics. 

They have the greenbacks. They have it rolling in. They have more 

coming in than they can handle yet their prop.ramme is a loan programme, 

They could just as easily have a Canada Student Grants Programme if 

they agreed with the concept of grants to university students to 

put them through university. Yet that Liberal Government,and it 

has been Liberal for ten years, have a Canada Student Loans Programme. 

The assistance that we give the students.after they borrowed the 

maximum,is still a grants programme. But if the grant is the thing, 

if it is heartless and cruel, if this is a rich man's government 

because we have to make a change in this, then surely the government 

in Ottawa must be a rich man's government too. They are the ones. 

They have tre money crawling out of their ears, they have the new 

income tax, , t'hey can borrow, they have the Bank of Canada, they 

can manufacture money yet they have a loans programme not a grants 

pro~ramme, and we do not ~ear hqnourable gentlemen opposite gettinp. 

up in their righteous indignation and gritting their teeth and 

saying how Pierre Trudeau's government is a rich man's government 

yet we have to sit here and listen to the guff. It is guff. 

Now just look at the history of this whole programme. Let 

us look at the history of it. In 1964 , the policy was that you could get 

a Canarla Student Loan and that was all you could ~et. You could 

r.o to the Canada Studf'nt Loan and borro~: . Before I come to that, by 

the wny. Mr. Chairman, the Cannda Studc>nt Loan ProRramme makes a loan 
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of up to $1,800 a year _for seven years. They will loan you up to 

$9,800 as the present limit, $1,400 a year for seven years. There 

is no interest charged on that loan until the student graduates 

or leaves university. No interest charge for six months after he 

p.raduates or leaves university. So it is interest-free as long as 

you are at university. The current interest rate.when you leave 

university,is seven and five-eights per cent. That .is the interest 

rate. So you do not have to make any payment, you do not have to 

start repaying until six m~nths after you graduated or have left 

the university and did not graduate. That is the programme. No 

interest during those years. 

Now in H64 it was Canada Student Loan only. In 1965 tl:e 

Smallwood Administration announced free tuition. There was going to 

be free tuition for every student who attended Memorial University. 

That was wonderful. In 1966,hy golly,it went further, students 

salaries. every student that went to Memorial was going to r,et a 

salary. lt started with $100 monthly for students outside of St. 

John's, $50 monthly for students in St. John's,starting with the 

fourth years and beyond,and it was going to go down every year until 

every stu<lent r,ot a salary. This was indeed rnvolutionary. This, Sir, 

was revolutionary. The province could not afford it,as we will come 

to it :In a minute, hut it was instituted when there was an elC'ction. 

In 1967 th<' salaries were extended down to the third year. 

So thc>y were -paid salnries if they were in third year, fourth yl'ar 

or bryond that at Memorial. That was in 1967. In 1968 what happenl'd? 

In 1968 the> J.iheral Administration introduces a means test. You could 

only now r,et the free- tuition ancl salary if you passed a menns test, 

a nec>c'ts test.That was in 19fi8. Where were the- honourahlc p;entlemen 

who were- scrc-echinr, and howlinr. on the opposite side of the House then? 

HR. NEARY: Where was the honour ah le minister? 

PR._ r.P.OSBIF.: I wnsfn the same place I am in today. 

~IR. NFI\RY· Th.:it is r1p,ht. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Where were the honourable gentlemen? Pid the 

honourable member for Bell Island protest against the change of 

policy? Did the honourable gentleman for White Bay South protest? 

Did the honourable the Leader of the Opposition protest? Did the 

honourable member for Fogo protest? No, they did not protest. 

Not a word, not a sound, not a squeak, not a murmur, not a whisper 

from those heroes who today think they are heroes of the students, 

not a sound. 

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

~. CHAIJUA'AN: Order please! 

1'1R. CROSBIE: You know, Mr. Chairman, all day we have been hearing 

these little plaintive voices. Are we suppose to be allow to speak 

here in silence? Now I am speaking,so the honourable ~entleman 

be silent. But if the honourable gentleman want to,interrupt I shall 

just out shout him. I have the microphone. 

That is 1968,the needs test. I need a drink of water, if someone 

is within range of my voice. In 1968 there was a means test, so, 1 

that glorious vision of the free tuition and the r-alaries had to bow 

to the means test. Honourable heroes opposite submitted meekly 

and the students did not hear about their concern for them, how they 

felt about these students. They did not hear that in 1968. 

In 1969 what happened? In 1969 the Liberal Administration, 

those heroes of the students that we have heard from across the 

House for the last couple of days,said they brought in a new 

requirement :·Students ,you now have to borrow $400 from the Canada 

Student Loan before you hecome eligible for any provincial aid." 

So that was another step back - see one step forward, two steps 

back. We never heard honourable gentlemen, the Leader of the 

Opposition, White Bay South, Fogo, Bell Island, they did not go 

to the students. They did not lead them in the streets. They did 

not welcome their petition. They did not meet them on the steps. 
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They did not meet them in the corridors. They did not see them in 

the hallways. They said not a word, not a squeak, not a sound did 

they say. Now it was $400 before you were elip.ible for provincial 

aid. Cone were the salRries. Why were they gone? Because the 

government of the day knew the province could not afford it, it had 

other requirements for money, thet this was a programme no other 

province had instituted, could institute, could afford. So they 

gave it up in 1968 and 1969. 

ln 1970.no change. Yes, one further change in 1970,the 

province said, 'All rip,ht, now you have to borrow $400 from the 

Canada Student Loan before you jlet any provincial assistance and 

what is more now you will get half provincial assistance and half 

loan ,after the $400." In 1970 that was another chan~e. 

Did we see honourable gentlemen opposite screechinr, on the 

house tops that they were going to fight this to the bitter end? 

That this meant the students were.going to have to borrow more! No, 

they allowed them to borrow $400 in 1967 and now they were going to 

let them borrow,in 1970,fifty/fifty, half provincial assistance and 

half loan. In 1971 it remained the same. In 1972 the government 

changed, the loan requirement was now moved to $600. You had to 

borrow $600 then you would get half provincial assistance and half 

loan~ µp to $1,800 if you were single and $2,650 if you were married. 

So the honourable gentlemen opposite started to protest then. 

They have been quite from 1966 on but last year there was a change of 

governne.nt and we he~rd a few protests. They tried to make an issue 

of it but they were busy with the mothers last year, you know the 

mothers last year. This year is their year for students. I do not 

know what their year is going to he next year. ~fuom ~sit going to 

be for next year~ 

Now this year, now this ye~r it is chanp,ed so that you have 

to borrow ~1,800 
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I ' or $1,40r before you can get provincial assistance. Why? Is there 

a government in the world that wants to take anything away once 

it has been given? Not that I know of., This one certainly does 

not. Why? Mr. Chairf!'.an, because if this province does not make 

some attempt to be reasonable and to bring its finances under 

control,this province is indeed going to be in desperate straits 

and this is one policy where we had to bring ourselves in line 

with other provinces. Now what do they do in other provinces? 

What is the situation in Nova Scotia with a Liberal Government 

and all those Liberals that are supposed to be so full of heart? 

There is nobody but Liberals who thinks of the people at all. 

In Nova Scotia there is a Liberal Govern~ent and the first $1,400 

of need_ is a Canada student loan. Nova Scotia, that great Liberal 

province,led by Premier Regan,they have to borrow $1,400 and the 

next $600.00 is Nova Scotia Government bursary and the next 

$400.00 is Nova Scotia guaranteed loan. It is not even all grant 

after the $1,400 Canada student loan, that is Nova Scotia,Liberal 

government, Liberal province. 

New Brunswick, what is the policy in New Brunswick's 

Progressive Conservative Government? The snme as when the Liberal 

Government was there. The first $1,400 of nee:d, Canada student 

loan and that is the situation in New Brunswick. The first $1,400 

Canada student loan, balnnce up to $700.00,rnaximum New Brunswick 

bursary, che rest of it is a bursary. What is the position in 

Prince Edvard Island? Another Liberal govcrnment,led by 

Premier Campbell. What is the story there? Are they so heartless 

in that great Liberal Province of Prince Edward Island that thc.y 

are c.rushinr, and abusing and malir,ning and stomping on the 

students and requiring them to borrow $1,400 from Canada student 

loan? Yes, in Prince Edward Island the first $li400 of need is 

a Canada student loan and the balance,up to $1,000 maximum,Prince 

Edward Island bursary. 
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What is the story in Alberta, that rich, wealthy Province 

of Alberta where they now have a Progressive Conservative Government 

and formerly Social Credit, oil and all the rest of it? They 

receive no tax equalization, one of the three provinces, Ontario, 

Alberta and British Columbia. The first $1,400,Canada student 

loan, that is if you are a student in Alberta,the first $1,400 

Canada student loan and the balance.up to $3,500,Alberta loan. 

It is not even a grant but a loan. If $1,400 in Alberta is not 

sufficient and you need more, you need another $600. 00 ,.they do 

not grant it to you but they lencl it to you. That is Alberta. 

Now the other provinces,just so that I will not be 

accused of not covering them all - that is four,the same as 

Newfoundland but two of them slightly worse. Ontario, the first 

$800.00 Canada student loan and the balance of need,beyond $800.00, 

Ontario grant. Ontario $800.00 and Ontario certainly has more 

wealth and resources than we do. Manitoba, the first $400.00 

Canada student loan and the rest of it is Manitoba bursary and 

Canada student loan,the maximum of $1,400, Manitoba bursary 

and $1,400 Canada student loan. Saskatchewan, the first $850.00 

is Canada student loan and additional need,over $850.00,is 

provincial loan and bursary,to a maximum of $1,900. British 

Columbia,if the need is $599.00 or less it is all a Canada student 

loan. If it is $600.00 to $899.00,the first $200.00 is a British 

Columbia bursary and the rest a loan. If it is $900.00 to 

$1199,the first $300.00 is a bursary and the rest of the $1,200 

is a loan - $900.00. If the need is $1,200 to $1,800,the first 

$400.00 is a British Columbia bursary and the remainder of the 

$1,400 is a Canada student loan. So even in British Columbia there 

is very little difference from what we are now proposing in the 

budr,et. 

Tlrnt :111 thi11 trrrJh]c, thin17. that hn11 now been inflicted 

on thl· 11nlv,•ndly 11tu,lc•nta of t:hr. province. We have ooid, 
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Mr. Chairman, and it is correct, there is not one studentat university 

today who needs to leave it next year because of this chan~e. 

If he :LB capable, if he wish to get through the university, H 

that is his objective, if he is a worker, if he has ambition he 

does not need to leave the university because he has to borrow from 

$100.00 to $400.00 more next year~on which he pays no interest 

and which he does not have to pay back until he is finished with 

university. To go to university, Mr. Chairman, may be a right. 

1.t may be a right to do tha~ but it also has its obliitations and 

it also has its benefits. I do not have the statistics here but 

the average graduate of the university will earn over his lifetime 

several hundred thousand dollars more than a person who just 

graduates from high school. Now surely if you have to borrow, 

even if your need is a maximum and you have to borrow $7,000 

to $9,000 to go to university for seven years~you will in later 

life well be able to repay it,as your income is going to be far 

higher than it was if you never went to university and ~part from 

income altogether,there are reasons for going to university apart 

from inco~e, self-satisfaction, self-development, development of 

the intellect, development of all these other things that do not 

mean anything in dollars and cents thatare still worth making some 

sacrifice for if there has to be a sacrifice. 

So that this move which the hon. the official 

opposition is tryinr; to persuade the public- is such a re~rograde 

and terrible step and that is all it is and that is all,that it 

is going to cost people. There is no one, Mr. Chairman, 

with this move,who wishes to go to university and has the need 

who cannot go as the 5,515 that are there now. We hear this 

tripe on the air and in the papers and in the public that it is 

going to be an eliteist university because of this change. What 

junk! It will be no more ~liteist than it was before this chan~e. 

nothin~ to do with the elite. This is just propap,anda, not facts, 
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not discussion of the issues -eliteist. Out of the, I do not know 

how many students are there this year, perhaps 8,000 or 8,500, out 

of that 5,515 receiving assistance• none of them are going to 

have to stop because of this change. 

Now let us look at the numbers receiving different 

totals of assistance. Out of the 5,515 this year,900 students 

needed $800.00 and 600 students needed $1,000 and 700 students 

needed $1,200 and 700 students needed $1,400,the maximum loan.and 

900 students needed $1,600 and 1,100 students showed they had 

need for $1,800,the maximum. Now there were 1,100 who had the 

most need and they had to receive $1,800 each, They had the 

greatest need. Well, Mr. Chainnan, this year they had to borrow 

$1,200 and they got a provincial grant of $600.00 to make up the 

$1,800 they needed. What is the change for those l,10~ with 

the greatest need in the year coming up? They will have to 

borrow $2nO.OO more. The 1,100 who had the greatest need this 

year,$1,800,got this year $1,200 in loan and $600.00 in grant 

and next year they will get $1,400 in loan and $400.00 in grant. 

They will have to borrow $200.00 more. 

This change affects least the students with the most 

need because the students with the most need were already 

borrowing just about the maximum because their need was the 

greatest. This change affects the most those with the least 

need and not with the most need. The 1,100 with the most need 

will have to borrow $200.00 more next year than they did this 

year. $1,200 loan, $600.00 grant this year and next year $1,400 

loan, $400.00 in grant. 

Now the figures I have just given are single students, 

4,900 of them. There are 615 married students receiving assistance 

this year. 150 of them had a need for $800.00, sixty of them had 

a need for $1,200, forty-five of them had a need for $1,600, eighty 

of th~m had a need for $2,000, thirty of them had a need for $2,400, 
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thirty of them had a need for $2,600 and 220 had a need for the 

maximum $2,650. What change is there for the 615 1!l&rrie4 et11dentst 

Well, 280 of the 615 married students were borrowing the maximum 

anyway. The ones that needed $2,650 bon.owe,d $1,4:00 and they $(>t 

$12.50 1trovincial gran.t and they will get the same next year, 

exactly the same. 
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So, 280 of the neediest students, married students,will be exactly 

the same next year as they were this year. The rest, their increase 

in loan will go from one hundred to two or three hundred dollars. 

So, Mr. Chairman, the neediest people at the university who are 

on the assistance plan, some 280 will not be affected at all, 

1100 will be affected very little by this change, rather than 

this canard that some people are attempting to spread,that this 

affects most those who have the most need. 

The honourable member for St. Barbes North, Mr. Chairman, 

has obviously read "George Orwell" because he is trying to speak 

in new things. In the book "1984" there was a language called 

"new thing" which was designed so .rhen you said one thing it 

meant the opposite. If you are ~oing to say that the weather is 

good out today, you would say that the weather is bad out today and 

the person hearing you knows that it was good out today. The 

honourable gentleman got up in the House and he said that there 

was less, you know that more was less. The fact that more money 

is heing spent in education this year means that there is less 

bieng spent. You know that is "new thing" to try to persuade the 

people of the province that now we are spending $164 million this 

year in education;that that $164 million is less than $144 million. 

I do not think that they will buy it. I do not think, Mr. Chairman, 

the people of this province will buy that argument. 

The honourable Minister of Education just demcnstrated the 

fieures, more is less, 164 is less than 144. It is "new thing" and 

new maths, Is this the new maths? Is this the dangerous principle 

that they are teaching in the faculty of education? {as the 

honourable gentleman was on thefaculty of education), This must 

be a result of the pedago~ic training that he had at the faculty 

of education; less is more. 

There is $64,000,000 ip for teachers salaries and last 

y~nr wa~ $~5.~0n,onn. Wrll, obv1ou~lv sixtv-four i~ less than 

1111v flv" ,111,I n l11dl. W,,IJ, thr lwnnurnhlr ~wnt:l1·mn11 trlrtl to 
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persuade the House that there was less in the budget this year 

for education than there was last. 

IB-2 

The honourable member for White Bay South was worried 

about the psychological impact this change is going to have on 

the students. Really! It will have quite a psychological impact 

on the students if they believe the guff that the honourable 

gentlemen opposite are trying to spread about this change. I 

do not think tha~ we need to worry about the psyche of those 

students. Mr. Chairman, ~hey are able to see through it. 

Now. I just have a couple of other references before 

I sit down • A reference to myself by I think it was the honourable 

member for Bell Island or it might have been St. Barbes North: He 

said that I should feel chagrined, that I should feel ashamed and 

that I should feel like a rat,or words to this effect,because he 

said that in 1969 or 1970 I gathered the support of nearly all 

the students politically and invested in the Liberal leadership 

by gathering them in,and the Progressive ·conservative Party got 

most of their support in 1971 and 1972 and that now they had been 

stabbed in the back. You know that they supported let us take 

myself, I was referred to personally - they supported me#and now 

they have been stabbed in the back. Mr. Chairman, I never 

promised any university student or anyone else anything but 

honesty and a change of government and a change of policy which 

they knew was needed so badly for Newfoundland. They never 

said, "If we support you, will you give us better student 

assistance or free tuition or this, that or the other?". They 

were not interested. They were interested in the cause that a 

lot of people were interested in in those days and that was getting 

Newfoundland back from a state of abject fear and dictatorial 

policy and politics, getting it back so that we could be free to 

say and do what we like,which is the spirit in the province today. 

That is what they supported me and later the l'rogressive Conservative 
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Party for. · They have not been stabbed in the back. They are now 

and the province is being faced honestly with our problems. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the honourable minister has strayed 

away from the subject. I would be happy to let him continue 

on that trend providing we can answer him when we are speaking in 

the debate, Sir. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, I happen to be answering something 

that was brou~ht up by a member opposite. If it were relevant for 

it to be brought up, then it is relevant for me to answer. 

MR. ROBERTS : Mr. Chairman, Your Honour has on any number of 

times in the committee ruled just to the contrary of the point 

made by the gentleman from St. John's West. We have time and 

time again, Sir, speaking to the point of order,allowed honourable 

gentlemen opposite and most recently the honourable gentleman 

from St. George's,presenting a petition~to go a little beyond 

the point and when we attempted to answer we were,to quote Your 

Honour, "unmercifully ruled out of order". I submit now that the 

honourable gentleman from St. John's West who may or may not be 

answering, whatever that may mean, is out of order and Your 

Honour should unmercifully rule him out of order as well. 

MR. CROSBIE: Your Honour, I will pass by the subject because 

it is not of any great importance. It is typical of the kind 

of tactic and smear and sneer that gentlemen use opposite 

but it is not impo·rtant enough now.if they are going to object 

to having it answered, I will pass on. He does not n~cd to 

rule on it. Do not worry, this false calumny will go unanswered. 

Now, where was 17 Oh yes, discussion with the students: 

The honourable member for Bell Island thought that the Minister 

of Education and myself should have gone out on the steps 

yesterday with the students. For what? We were not' anxious for 

the cheap publicity that the honouralile p:entleman was anxious 

fnr. We lrnd told the stud<~nts th11t we would meet a delegation of 

1h,· 11111.lc,111·,,wlu,11 1h,•v .-111111• ;,ver on their Jcmonslrntlon. Thnt 
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was arranged and we met with them, four students and their 

solicitor. We did not want to go running out on the steps of 

the building to get our pictures taken by the newspapers and 

television and radio. We did not have to. The newspapers, 

television and radio came to the Minister of Education's 

office and took our picture. You see, it saved us a lot of 

effort. 

MR. NEARY: Inaud~.ble. 

tn-4 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, he was right there, right by the desk,shaking 

hands with the student leader. They did not bite us. You know, 

we had a chance. We told them we did not agree, that we could 

not change this and did not agree with them. We were in no 

danger. We are in no danger anywhere in this province, I can 

walk anywhere. Even the honourable gentleman can walk anywhere 

and nobody would lay a hand on him, They would not take a chance. 

Now, in ending, Mr. Chairman, I trust we will hear no 

more from the opposition and that they will simply stop this 

attempt to fool the public; rally behind us and say, "Carry on 

boys, you are doing what you can to clear up the shambles we 

left behind us", 

Now, looking at their brief,there were three things requested 

in it, The government initiate an independant statement study into 

the effects of the many changes in the student--aid policy and 

that these be considered before any changes are made. Well, we 

made a study before the changes were made but, Mr. Chairman, we 

will certainly review this and see how this works in the next 

six months or a year, see if there are any real cases of hardship 

and review it if it appears necessary. There is no change in this 

policy now or this year, The Minister ~f Education has explained 

the situation of those who were accepted in Jnnuary. 

Secondly,thcy request that the government immed:l.ately consult 

n joint Committee of Rtudent Affairs to discuss the student-aid policy. 

We discussed it with them last Friday. We discussed it with them 

yesterday. If they want to discuss it tomorrow, if they want to 
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discuss it next week or if they want to discuss it next month or 

the month after, certainly we will-discuss the student-aid policy 

with them. We are always delighted to discuss anything with these 

students. We understand the position of the student council, 

They do not want to lose anything they have. That is quite 

understandable. We are sympathetic with them. We know they 

have to tttke the position they are taking, More power to them! 

Third, they requested that any and all changes in the 

student-aid programme be delayed at least until the fall semester. 

That we !ui.ve not been able to agree to,as the Minister of 

Education has explained. It will remain as it is for the fall 

semester for the students who were accepted in January on 

a two semester basis and I think that is only fair. So, Mr, 

Chairman, that is the facts on the student-aid changes that 

the Minister of Education and myself have been waiting since 

10:30 last night for a chance to give, Now that we have had 

a chance to give then to the committee, I know that honourable 

gentleman opposite have been listening with great attention. 

They have had recalled to their memory what heppened from 1966 to 

1970 and 
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1971,and now in all decency I know that they.as loyal, true, 

patriotic Newfoundlanders,will say; ''Carry on lads with the 

business of the country, carry on with the Education Estimates 

and congratulations on a job well done." 

MR. CHA'IID'AN: Shall 601-01 carry? 

J'dR. ROBERTS: Not quite yet, Mr. Chairman. I think there are 

still one or two points to be made,if I can pick up some of the 

mail that is here . These are all, Your Honour, from people who 

are dissatisfied with the Tory Government, several thousands. 

Mr. Chairman, in 1966, in Septetr,ber, I was elected to 

this House for the first time. The honourable gentleman from 

St. John's West was elected to the House for the first time in 

the same election. Indeed, at that stage we were in the same 

party,but that is another story. 

?•1L ROBERTS: Yes unfortunately. Unfortunately for the party. 

MR. WINSOR: He has been in and out twice since then. 

?'P.. ROBERTS: -------- Yes, he has been in and out twi~e since then,as my 

colleague from Fo~o reminds me. Since then, ~r. Chairman, I have 

watched with fascination the honourable gentleman's performance 

as a member of the House, first as a minister of the crown,as he 

then was. I was hut a humble backbencher, a parliamentary assistant 

to the Premier of the day, }1r. Smallwood, indeed occupyinp;, not the 

same, it is not the same position as the honourable gentleman from 

Green Bay now occupies but shall we say, holding the same title. 

Then I watched the honourable gentleman from St. John's 

West.first cross the floor, then back across the floor and then 

across the floor and into another party. Then I had the pleasure of 

wathcing him as J have this session and the two sessions we had last 

year, the one day session which will go into history,! p.uess as the 

"~arefoot ~aunders Session
11

and the session of last year and now this 

session. 

It has been interestin~. entertaininr,, informative and 
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altor,ether worth-while. Anybody who is interested in politics 

and I most certainly am, could profitably watch the honourable 

gentleman from St. John's West and learn from him many lessons. 

One of them I submit, Mr. Speaker, one of the chief lessons one 

learns from the performances of the honourable p.entleman from 

St. John's West is that l-!hen he has a good,strong case he makes 

it. He makes it quietly, effectively and forcibly. He is a 

good debater, Sir. When he does not have a good,strong case 

that is when he makes it noisely, he keeps raising nis voice. 

}fr. Chairman, I am told that we should have a little 

quorum call - unless some of the other honourable gentlemen would 

like to come back. Mr. Chairman, would Your Honour please ask 

the clerk to count the House. 

MR~IR"l-'AN..:. We have a quorum. Would the clerk count the House 

again please? We have a quorum. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, it is always nice to have a quorum. 

I realize my words are of little interest to honourable gentlemen 

opposite but if they do not ~ant to pay me any courtesy, they 

could at least pay the rules of the House the courtesy to observe 

the quorum. Thank you! 

It is good to see some smiling faces back. As I was 

sayinr;, the honourable izentleman from St. John's West gives M.s 

best performances in the theatrical sense when his argument is the 

weakest. Judging by that standard,. Sjr, which is based, as I have 

said, on a number of year's observation of the honourable gentleman, 

we have seen today_ one of his most virtuoso performances. We had 

it all, we had the sarcasm, we had the references to the past l,the 

honourable gentlel!'an is preoccupied with the past) tJe had the 

sarcasm, we had the personal attacks, we had the abuses of personality, 

we hnd thr refusal to discuss the issues. 

~p. rll/1 TR~'I\N: Onlr·r plr;rnr! Thr honour11blc Rentlrman has r,one on 

f11r '"''"'' I'"''' 1111d hl11 rrm11rh1 nrr lntnlly 11n-rr•lnt,,,1 In (,01-0I. T 
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feel compelled to call him to order to deal with the matter that 

should be under discussion. 

f-lR. ROBERT~ Thank you, Your Honour. As I was saying, the 

honourable gentleman puts forward no arguments, no arguments at 

all in his speech,! submit, that show why we should rush to 

grant his colleague, the Minister of Education, $11,000 this year 

for his salary. 

The h~nourable gentleman, in his speech, was dealing 

with the student-aid programme, with one particular aspect of it. 

In place of arguments in favour of this student-aid progrmmne and 

in favour of the government's change, we have had personal abuse, 

tirades, the loud voice, the raised voice, the theatrical antics, 

all of that, we did not have arguments as to why the r,overnment's 

student-aid programme -

We had statistics brought up, trotted out on the floor 

of the Ilouse, mangled, trampled upon, twisted, distorted in every 

way, turned to try to prove the unprovable, 

Let me touch first of all on one or two points the 

honourable gentleman made. He referred to the policy of paying 

student salaries,as they were called. These are allowances paid 

by the Government of the Province to students to attend university. 

There were no means tests, the fact of attendance at the university 

qualified one for the allowance. They were one hundred dollars a 

month for students from outside St. John's and fifty dollars a 

month for students inside St. John's. 

Mr. C'hnirmnn, if three of the honourable icntlemen 

outside should step in - thank you, uerhaps we could have a quorum 

called, Sir. The honourable p;entleman from St. John's North is 

joininp, us, the honourable ~entle~an from Placentia West. There we 

are! 

!~_!._n0.9pY:_ The honourable member for Labrador South. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, because he is obviously on the Tory side. That 

is okay. 

3979 



April 6, 1973, Tape 1098, Page 4 -- apb Afternoon 

SOME HON. t-tF.~'BERS : (Inaudible) 

Yll. ROP,ERTS: C'est un provocateur-, is what he is. 

The honourable member for St. Barbe North just left. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We have a quorum. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you. One, two, three, four, Do not go. 

I mean there will be no quorum if you go. 

!~.- DOOP_!~ (First part inaudible) is drifting back. 

MR. ROBERTS: In every sense of the word, the honourable gentleman 

is drifting. As I was saying, Mr. Chairman, we had a virtuoso 

performance. We heard from the honourable gentleman from St. John's 

West, a great denunciation of student salaries and all that. He 

neglected to point out ore fact. Sir, the honourable gentleman was a 

member of the cabinet that brought in that programme, he voted for 

it in the House and he was a member of the cabinet that ended that 

programme. I was not a member of either cabinet, the honourable 

member for St. John's West was. 

We heard nothing then publicly. I have no idea what 

passed privately 4 We heard nothing publicly then from him about any 

opposition to this progra=e, All I ,submit, Sir, is that to hear 

from him now is the rankest hypocrisy. lt is utterly beneath 

contemptfor the honourable gentleman to try this sort of argument, 

he is not fooling anybody except possibly . himself. He may be 

fooling himself. 

I have no idea of what.ability the honourable gentleman 

from St. John's West has to delude himself. He had, I think, 

ability to delude the public but I think the people of this province, 

Sir, are now on to the honourable gentleman, I think they have 

learned their lesson from him. 

He went on and'he was quite eloquent about salaries. 

They were ended, they were ended by the Smallwood Administration. 

I was not in the administration which ended them,although I supported 

them here in the House. I still regret that they were ended hut 
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there is a good argument - one can talk about universal social 

security programmes or one can talk about the programmes based on 

needs tests or means tests, the aid to students was a universal 

programme, rich and poor alike qualified. In that sense it was 

like the family allowance or like to old age pension. Perhaps we 

should have had it just on a means test basis as with social 

assistance or as with the old age security supplement, the 

guaranteed annual income supplement or with any other fonns of 

social assistance. We did not, they were ended, they were ended 

by an administration of which the gentleman ·from St. John's West was 

a member. 

I think that is a fact worthy of puttinp, on the record. 

The honourable gentleman has a convenient memory. He dredges back 

into the past, dredr,es up what he thinks will serve his cause whatever 

that cause may be and he trots it out. He is not noted for being 

altogether fully candid. 

Mr. Chairman, let me also refer to the honourable 

gentleman's remark that last year the opposition were preoccupied 

with the mothers' allowance as opposed to this issue of student-aid. 

Last year, student-aid was chan~ed in the budget. As I recall it, 

students previously had to borrow four hundred dollars before they 

oualified for any ~rant component. Last year the administration 

changed it so that students had to borrow six hundred dollars before 

they quaH.fied for any grant component. If Your Honour would check 

the record, I .:1m sure Your Honour would find that we ob.1ccted to 

that in this House. Last year the Education Estimates in committee 

took a number of days for two reasons; (1) because of the fact that 

we believed the then minister was incompetent to be minister. We do 

not believe that of the present minister, I think he is a perfectly 

coMpt>tent }finistcr of F.ducation. Jndeed, :if every memher of the 

~dministrntion were as competent 
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at his job· as the honoµrable genqeman is at being Educa,tion Minister, 

the administration would be incomparably better and the P,overnment 

would be incomparably better and the country would be in 

incomparably better hands. But I have no hesitation in paying 

that tribute to the honourable gentleman for St. Mary's, no 

hesitation whatsoever. 

Last year also the committee was a long time on the 

estimates of the Minister of Education because of the mothers' 

allowance issue. There were some on that side who agreed with 

us. The honourable the gentleman for Bonavista South made public 

statements on that and agreed with us that the mother~ allowance 

should have not been cut out or if it had been cut out it should 

have been restored in some form or another. 

The federal members of parliament -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Right. Until the federal government, I was going to 

deal with that point. I said restored in some fonn. I thank the 

honourable gentleman.I do not want to misquote him in any way. 

The members of parliament at Ottawa,including Mr. Ambrose 

Peddle who m<"t his .1ust polit:lcal reward at the hands of Mr. 

:Pompkey and the voters of Grands Falls/White Bay/Labrador on 

October 30 , they came out, considerably to the embarrassment of 

the provincial a<l111inistration. their colleagues and their counterparts 

came out and made thC' same request as did the gentleman for Bonavista 

South. 

WC'll what was the response from the administration? Well 

we heard the Premier make another one of his famous statements. I 

regret he is not with us this afternoon. I hope he is not ill 

again. I hope - indeed he is on his way to Harbour Grace because 

they are expecting him to speak at a banquet there toniiht~to 

end their development conference. The Premier, I do not like referr:lng 

to thP man :In hiR 11hsencr, !Ir. r.haiman, hut it is hRrd to refer 
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to him not in his absence because his is away so often, the 

Premier made another of his famous·statements. His famous statements, 

what are they? The government were reviewing the matter and he 

will be making or an appropriate minister would be making a further 

announcement in due course. But,of course,nothing happened. The 

mothers' allowance died. "It was as dead when the honourable•,. 

the Premier made that statement as it was two weeks later. I do 

not know whether or not the administration reviewed that. I 

am not accusing them of had faith. The people of Newfoundland will 

make that accusation but I do not. 

The Premier made another of his statements - I can remember 

the honourable gentleman for St. John's East Extern who at that 

stage was Minister of ~ocial Services and using government cars 

to flit about in, saying, Oh yes, it is under revif'W, It was during the 

period of a by-election which brought the honourable gentleman 

for Labrador South into our happy home that that statement was 

made by members of the govern~ent. 

Last year it is true we spent much more time on the 

mothers' allowance than we spent dealing with the student aid, 

hecause last year, Mr. Chairman, it was the mothers of Newfolmdland 

who got the axe from the Minister of Finance, This year it is the 

students. Re referred to next year and asked whom we would be against 

next year, We are not against anybody. We will be against the 

government if they give somebody the axe next year as they have. 

I do not know who is left. The smokers got it last year and that 

is probably a good thing; the 'Minister of Health would agree with 

me on that. It might be an idea if we could han cigarettes but 

we cannot. it would be impractical, but cir,arettes are bad for 

one's health. The honourable gentleman does not smoke,neither do 

I. 

AN HON. ~F.MRFR: Inaudible. 

}fR._ ~nJIERTS :_ Oh the stresf.les and strains of office are beginnin!? 
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to tell - if he is smoking a· little now, Mr. Chairman, before we 

are done with him he will be a chai~ smokers,! assure him. I 

am judging only on his conduct as Minister of Health, his discharge 

of the duties of that hi~h office. 

We had the smokers last year, we had the mothers who got 

the axe last year. this year it is the students, next year I do 

not know who will get it. 

AN HON. MEMBER: The Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, it may well be. It may well be, Mr. Chairman. 

We have seen in this chamber a deliberate campaign by the government 

to stiffle the opposition. We have seen it. We are still seeing it. 

We will go on seeing it. I do not mind that. I do not mind whether 

it is the Tory Party on that side or whether it is the wing of the 

Tory Party that sits to my right, politically as well as literally. 

MR. MARTIN: Mr. Chairman, on a point of personal privilege again. 

I have been called a lot of thinr,s in my life. One of the worst was 

to be called a rory but I have be>en called worst than that,! have 

been called a Liheral. Sir, that is insulting. 

MR. ROP.fRTS: Mr. Chairman, with respect to that point the honourable 

11,e>ntle>man may have hC"e>n callc>d a Liberal hut not hy anyhocly who had 

any :Idea what a I,ihe-ral is. 

Now as I was say:lnr, the honourable r,rntlc-men,whether they 

are the Tory Party on that side or the Tory Party on this side of 

the House,and thE" honourahle p,entleman, there is nothing wrong with 

being a Tory, it is an honourable, historical doctrine. There may be 

something wronr with the way the honourable gentleman is a Tory hut 

that is his problem not mine. 

The reason we are protesting this proposed cut by the 

administration. Sir. is very simple. It is vc-ry siMple 

and :It :f.s a very simple fssuP to Rtate, Mr. Chairman. hut :It is a 
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very great philosophic~l issue. ~ast year the administration changed 

the student-aid programme,for whatever reason they will say, They 

do say that they were forced into it by financial considerations. 

I have no doubt that is true. I have .no doubt that the money 

they would have spent here, they spent somewhere else. But I 

suhmit, Mr. Chairman, that a government could always find the money 

to do what they want to do. They have found the money to hire 

800 additional people in the public service. They have found the 

money to hire sixteen or eighteen or twenty executive assistants. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Fifteen. 

MR. ROBERTS: Fifteen,is it? They have found the money to hire 

defeated 'Jory candidates. They have found the money to pay a 

gentleman $20,000 to be co-ordinator of the Silver Anniversary of 

Confederation. They have found $800,000 to pay Mr. George McLean 

and his companies. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! We are still on education and the 

honourable Leader of the Opposition is wandering off into other 

fields, so I would suggest that we stick to the 601-01 - Education. 

MR. RORERTS: Mr. Chairman, with the greatest of respect, I am 

merely protesting the cuts in education and I am giving examples 

of where the money would come from. Your Honour I know is not 

trying to restrict debate in the cmmnittee in -iny way Your Honour 

has a reputation for allowing the fullest possible debate relevant 

and within the rules. I am submitting what I am saying is fully 

relevant. The administration propose to save $1.6 million, as I 

recall it1 by this move. They have taken $1.6 million. Oh! we 

are brin~inr, in the heavy artillery n~w. 

The administration proposed to save $1.6 million by whacking 

it out of the financial hides of the students at the university, I 

am merely outlininp. some of the ways in which the administration have 

spent money which in my view might more easily and more profitably 

and hctter,in the policy sense, had p,one to the students, 
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Cultural affairs, $80,000. 

Cultural affairs , $80,000? 

MR. NEARY: The Premier's office -

Pk - 5 

MR. ROBF.RTS: I must say they have all sorts of affairs but 

I did not know that they came that dear, Mr. Chairman: 

So what we are sayinR,that last year the basic loan compotent 

increased from $400 to $600 and this year it increas~d from $600 

to $1400 - $1400 before one qualifies for any grant compotent 

whatsoever in student-aid. What we are seeing is a deliberate 

policy of denying the young people of this province access to the 

university. This administration, Sir, are deliberately trying, 

for whatever reason, maybe it is financial, maybe it is philosophical, 

it may be that they feel too much attention is being put on the 

university, maybe they ~eel that we do not need students,maybe 

they feel that Newfoundlanders should not be able to go to the 

university, we are seeing a deliberate policy compounded by the 

Premier,goinp, out to Corner Brook and announc~n~ that first year 

university courses will be held next fall in Corner Brook. Then 

the Vice-President (academic) of the University, Mr. Morgan, ~oing 

out and sayinp,;"not until we know for sure that the buildings will 

be there the year after." Then when we get the estimates the 

minister brings in,we discover the truth. It turns out that the 

Premier was at best confused, as well as confusing. But we are 

seeing a deliberate attempt, Sir, to make it harder for students, 

for young Newfoundlanders to get access to the university, to 

the higher education up there. 

Now let me say quite categorically that philospphically 

there may be a very sound case for re-examini'tlg the various 

pr:!orities with:l.n the field of post-secondary education in this 

province. Indeed,:ln my view. Sir, this is one of the chief areas 

to which thP 11ini ic;tc>r of Jcilucntion should be> direct:!ng his attention. 

llr !!houl<I hr- looJrJnr: down .·md Rc>c>inr. what po~t sc>condnry c-ducation 
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facilities · wl! have ava~lable in th~.s province. 

Bow •ny of our students in .total go to them? What percentage? 

Is it too great? la it great enough? Are the right students getting 

there? Then what type of training do. they get? Should we have more 

post secondary non-university institutions? Should we have more 

university places? Should we have more technical institutes? These, 

Sir, are the great l)Olicy questions facing the Minister o.f Education 

today. 

Money, of course, they need money. l do not know where 

they will get it. lt will have to be gotten. lt will be gotten. 

The Deoominational Educational Committees have made it quite clear 

that they cannot carry on 
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MR. ROBERTS: AB it now stands, either the people of Newfoundland 

will pay for the educational facilities that they need or 

they will not have them, that follows as night follows 

day. 

The Minister of Finance and I are on common ground when 

we agree that we cannot have what we cannot pay for. There 

used to be a lot of talk about priorities and now we are 

seeing them b~cause what the administration have chosen to 

do, Sir, consciously and deliberately,is to make it harder 

for students to go to university. We saw it last year 

from $400 to $600 and now $600 to $1400. What will it be 

next year? Heaven only knows, Mr. Chairman, heaven only 

knows. Maybe next year there will be no grant component 

at all. Maybe next year we will only have Canada Student 

Loans. Maybe next year there ~ill be no Newfoundland Government 

Student-Aid Progranune. I do not know. I doubt if the 

Minister of Finance knows. 

He may leap to his feet and say, "I solemnly promise," 

The honourable gentleman has made so many solemn promises 

that have never been kept that it no longer means anything. 

Mr. Chairman, that is the disturbing reason about this, 

the disturbing fact, the disturbing aspect of this policy, 

Newfoundland now has at university the smallest percentage 

of her eligible nge group of any province in Canada. The 

figures cited by the university students,in a very well put 

together, very constrsuctive brief, may not be acceptable to 

the government in its suggestions, in its requests, but it 

is a very well put together, a very constructive brief. 

The Minister of Education i~ nodding agreement with me on 

that point, well he should. They say, and I quote now, Sir, "It 

should be added here thnt Newfoundland already has the lowest 

percentnr,e of university population per Canada," I assume they 
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MR. ROBERTS : mean in Canada. . "The Canadian census shows 

1.5 attendance at Memorial, compared to 2.6 per cent for 

the Maritimes and 3.12 per cent for all of Canada. From 

NM - 2 

our further research the only sections of the world with such 

a low percentage of attendance in post secondary institutions 

exist in third world and developing countries, i.e. Latin 

America, India and so forth." 

Now that is the situation in Newfoundland, Sir, those 

figures apparently apply only to the university. I would submit 

that if the appropriate figures were produced to deal with 

the other post secondary institutions, the College of Fisheries, 

the College of Trades and T.echnology, the various nursing schools, 

we have one at St. Clare's, one at the General, one at the Grace 

General and one at Western Memorial, and the other post secondary 

educational institutions we have in this province, they would 

bear out the same point. By and large Newfoundland has about 

one half as many of her eligible students receivinp. post 

secondary education as do the other province of Canada. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that is a prescription for the doom 

and death of this province. Whatever hope we have in Newfoundland, 

whatever hope we have of making this province the country we 

wish her to be, of developing it soundly and sanely, not of 

building a Ruhr Valley here, we will never do that, we never 

should, hut developing a country that this can be, a country 

with decent work for all, a country with the advantages that 

we have in Newfoundland,of livinr, close to the natural beauties, 

of living in a relatively unpolluted atmosphere, living in 

a relatively unpolluted countryside, whatever hope we have 

of achieving that Elysium, Mr. Chairman, will depe'nd upon 

educating our people,more than any other single factor. 

All of the authorities on economic development agree, all 

of them ar,ree that education is the best sinr,le imput, the 

best single place where dollars can be put into the system 
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HR. ROBERTS: to improve it• of course we must do other things. 

Social services will not wait, industrial development must 

go ahead, all of them must go ahead but without education, 

Mr. Speaker, without education,to rephrase the old biblical 

saying, without education the pe~ple will perish, 

The university is not the only educational institution 

we have. In the past great emphasis was put on it, not too much. 

but the time may be corning when relatively less should be put 

upon it If the Minister of Education were to announce that 

the government are shifting the weight of the monies being 

spent within the post-secondary education field, and they were 

putting relatively more on nonuniversity education, I think I 

would be willing to welcome that, assuming he makes the ·case -

there is a case to be made. 

I would like nothing better than to hear from the minister 

a statement that he has instituted a thorough review of the 

whole post-secondary spectr~m. I really believe it is one 

of the great problems facinP, us now in the eduational field 

in Newfoundland. The other problems are matters of dollars, 

matters of quantums. 

The former Minister of Education said, and I think 

he has got some considerable weight on his side here, that 

we should put,relatively speaking, more money into our 

elementary systems, into the lower grades of the school 

system, lgain that may make some sense. 

But what we are seeing here is not that sort of 

redistribution, what we are seeinp.; here is a deliberate 

policy to restrict access to the university. How? By 

requirin~ students to borrow more money. 

The honourable Rentleman from St. John's West has 

pointl•d out tlrnt these loans are r,uaranteed by the Government 

of C.:mada, thP U hc•ral Covermrent of Canada, the same government 

that r.ave him $21, million and saved him his bacon this year, 
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MR!_RQ.BERTS: politically speaking. 

Then he went on with another of his virulent outbursts 

against that government. Money was dripping out of their ears 

but they would not give it to poor little Johnny to enable him 

to do what he wanted. We did not hear that from him when he 

was campaigning for election. This is the tactic now of a scared 

and defeated administration. They realize they are incapable 

of dealing with the problems of this province and they are showing 

that. 

By forcing students to borrow more money, Sir, we will 

deter students from going to university, not the richer ones, 

not the ones whose families are relatively well off, not the 

ones who come from families that are making it under the present 

system. It probably will not deter any member of the House 

who has child_ren eligible to attend university, first of all 

members of the House are - well they are not well paid, but 

they are not on the dole, $6666.67. 

MR. MARTIN: A lot of money. 

MR._ROBERTS: Even the honourable gentleman from Labrador 

North says that is a lot of money, and I can assure you, Mr. Chairman, 

his standards and mine do not coincide on that point. 

But it is a lot of money compared to what many people in 

Newfoundland earn, compared to what my constituents earn, compared 

to what many peopl.e in the rural Newfoundland and even people in St. John's. 

Th~re are many people in St. John's to whom $6600 ($120 a week, 

round numbers, $3.00 an hour, double the minimum war,e) to whom 

that is a lot of money, 

Those people, Sir, the only hope they have of p,etting 

children to university is to r,et help, to r,et generous financial 

aid. I am all for wacking it off the wealthier people, of course 

but this, Mr. Chairman, will fall heavi~st on the poorer people 

because they must .borrow more. The wealthier people indeed do 

not qualify for any loans under the Student Aid Pror,ram~e, because 
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MR. ~OBERTS: there is a need step even to get the loan. 

Now a family,to whom an income of $4,000, $5,000 

or $6,000 is what they reach in a year.will be forced#to 

get their son or daughter to university,to borrow more, 

perhaps $1400, this year it was maybe $600 or $700, and 

then,as my friend from Fogo says, some families have two 

or three. 

I can say, Mr. Chairman, and this is a fact, I can 

say that all the argumP.nt will not take away from this. 

The people will not do this, the ordinary people in 

Newfoundland who have the abhorant fear of debt• lt is 

inbred in people who live by the truck system for too 

many years, they will think twjce. 

NM - 5 

Oh the doctors and lawyers and businessmen do not. They 

are used to being in debt, They are accustomed to borrowing 

thousands and hundreds of thousands of dollars in the normal 

run of their personal occupations. But a fisherman in Englee, 

Mr. Chairman, who makes $2,100 a year,is not readily going to 

see his son or daughter borrow $1400 just to go to university. 

A fisherman in Lance au Clair or in Red Bay or anywhere in 

Labrador South will not readily borrow $1400. 

He may do it. He may have enough faith in that child and 

enough determination to get that child through university, but 

it will make it harder, much harder. The honourable Minister of 

Finance knows that he tried to pour scorn on the students for 

saying, ''Do not make Memorial an eliteist institution." That is 

what these rules will do, they will make it more eliteist,and 

that is w~at it was twenty years ago and even ten years ago. 

All Your Honour had to do was look at the proportions of the 

students who came from St. John's. Two-thirds of the students 

would come from St . John's, one-fifth of the population, supplying 

two-thirds of the atudents. 
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MR. JtOBERTS: In other words, Mr. Chairman, your chance 

of going to university if you lived in St. John's were eight or 

ten or twelve ti111es as great as if you grew up in the out .. 

harbours. Well one thing the Liberal Gove.rnment - There 

were two reasons for that, the first was the school syste111S in 

St. John's were better and maybe still are. They have been 

brought up substantially in the outports; • maybe there is still 

a qualitative difference. l'hat wa.s worked on. 

But also, the fact that people in St. John's had access 

to the university and so the Minister of Finance, one of the co111J110ll 

people. one of the CO'IIIDIOD 
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people as he is, one of the common men,is helping to make Memorial 

an ~liteist institution. this government are,by restricting entry. No 

longer is merit to be as important. Mr. Chairman, it is now money. 

~How much money has your old man got? How much does he earn? That 

will tell whether or not you will get in or not? Is he the sort 

of man who would borrow $1400? Would he mind you borrowing $1400?" 

That is a lot of money."! only earned $2000 last year and you 

are borrowing $1400 just to go off to the university.~ 

No, Mr. Chairman, it is a bad move. It is a retrograde 

step. 

AN HON. MEMBER· Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, we had to borrow $600 last year, Mr. Chairman, 

$600. 

AN HON. MmffiER: Inaudible. 

~m. ~onr'}TS: No, no, no, Mr. Cl1airman, the honourable gentleman 

is wrong. 

AN HON, MF.MBER: Inaudible. - - - - -

MR. ROBERTS: Oh, oh, before they get any. I am sorry, 

Now he has to borrow $1400 before he gets anything. 

AN HON, MEl.fRF.R: Inaudible. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, last year he borrowed $600 before he 

got the grant component. This year he borrows ~1400 before he gets 

the grant compotent. 

AN HON. HF.MJIF.R • 

MR. ROBFRTS· 

$~00 more than last year, 

$800 more, Mr. ehairman. I cannot help it if the 

gentleman for Bonavista South cannot add or substract. 

MR. ?-l'ORGAN: No he borrowed $1000 last year. 

MR. OTTENHF.IMF.R: Not more than $400 in excess of last year. 

MR. RORF.RTS: What I am sayin~ is that last year they borrowed 

$600 before the ~rant component her.an to run. This year they must 

borrow $1400 before the grant component ~~r,ins to run. Am I correct? 
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MR, OTI'ENllEIMER: Yes, that is correct. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is what 'I am saying. 

MR. OTI'EIDTEIMER: 

in the finite, 

In the aggregate it would never be $400 more 

MR. ROBERTS: In the aggregate, what was it Lord Brain said? In the 

long run we will all be dead," So much for in the aggreg:a,te. I am 

talking about the student who is sitting down in Englee or on the 

Northeast Coast, che metropolitian Northeast Coast, the seven 

families who are there, who are trying to decide to send a child 

to university and all they will ,know is,boy you have to borrow $1400 

this year and last year you could borrow $600 .and you would start 

getting a grant, dollar for dollar~ a dollar grant,a dollar loan. 

Mr. Chairman, it is a retrograde step. It will deter people. 

We will never know. You can never prove it, You can never disprove 

it. Who is to say what makes the.distinction? Who is to say what 

factors enter into the jud~ent of an individual deciding? The fact 

remains, Mr. Chairman, that in Newfoundland today we are not giving 

our young people sufficient access to post secondary education including 

the university. 

Hr. Chairman, the honourable gentleman for St. John's Centre 

did not have the opportunity to go to university. I only wish that 

he had. lie might have made his contributions even more intellip,ent, 

even more helpful, even more worthwhile. And if there were an objective 

statement of a need to help people to get to university,the honourable 

gentleman for St. John's Centre is it, Mr. Chairman. My point is made. 

MR. Ml!RI'HY: You will never make a silk purse out of -

~. P-i)_BY,RT_§~ No, Mr. Chairman. and you will never made a real 

minister out of the gentleman for St. John's Centre. 

Inaudible. 

MR. RORfnTS: The honourahle r,entlcm1m may l1avc.> lC'R.rnc.>d it in 

school,hc.> has for"otten it since. ne ohviously does not realize 

that T hnve ti1<' floor, Mr. Chainnnn. 
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MR. ROWF.. W.N. Is he standing up or sitting down now? 

MR. ROBERTS: Well I do not know if he is stanc'ing up or sitting 

down. 

MR. ROWE. W.N. I can never tell. 

MR. ROBERTS'. Now, Mr. Chairman, as I was saying before the gentleman 

for St. John's Centre so rudely and needlessly and improperly 

and impolitely interrupted me: 

The point is that this move and the reason we opposed it 

is that it will help tend to make university education less accessibl~ 

to our 1oung people. That is what is wrong with it. It is a deliberate 

policy by the administration, by the government, by the Progressive 

Conservative Government - right or wrong,it is a deliberate policy 

by them to make it harder to get to university. Money counts now, 

not merit. Money always counted.now it counts even more and merit 

counts even less. "How much money has your father r,ot?• That is the 

question now. ''Can you afford to borrow this money?" It is a step 

back. We are against it, If being a Liberal means anything, Mr. 

Chairman, it means that we are against this sort of a motion. 

AN HON. ME:r--!BER'. What difference H you are a Liberal -

MR. ROBERTS: It is one of the real differences between Liberals 

and Tories• Not that we do not make mistakes, of course,the 

Liberals do make mistakes in education; the Tories make them too. 

The difference is, Sir, we learn from ours, we try not to make them 

again. The honourable gentlemen are like the Bourbons, they have 

learned nothing and have forgotten nothing. Louis XVIII,when he 

came back, Your Honour,was douhtless aware of that. When Louis 

XVIII resumed the Throne of France,after Napoleon had been defeated 

at Waterloo_ speaking of educational matters, Your Honour, Napoleen 

reformed,to leave the educational philosophy entirely 'in France. 

The Minister of Education was at Cambridge, he would have been well 

advised to p,o across the Channel and to study the J,:yc/e system 

of Francc,set up by Napoleon • 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the Leader of the Opposition is 

permitted to carry on,and this matter is to debate education from 

Aristotle to Philip Warren. Ht"Wever we are discussing the Education 

Estimates - 601-01,and the honourable member is irrelevant. 

MR. ROBF.RTS: Mr. Chairman, I could go on discussing education from 

Aristotle's time to nr. Philip Warren's time, it would be most helpful 

to the Minister of Education. 

MR. ROWE~ Comparing small things -

MR. RORF.P.TS· Yes, comparing,as my honourable friend from White 

Bay said, comparing great things on the one hand with lesser things 

on the other. 

Anyway I thank, Your Honour for Your Honour's wise and discreet 

and helpful ruling. As always,! am humbly anxious to accept it. 

As I was say:l.ng, Sir, the problem with this oolicy that the 

minister has brought in is that it is an ~liteist policy. Fip,ures 

can be drap,ged out. The Minister of Finance can give us another of 

his virtuoso perfonnances and we hav£ learned that the scale of 

his performance is different, it escalates, he is much more theatrical 

when the merit is much less. 

So, Mr. Chairman. wear~ against it. We were against it 

outside of the Chamber yesterday, we are against it inside of the 

Chamber today and when we return to the government of this province 

we shall be ar,ainst it and we shall do somethinr, about it. I think 

that every honourable member, Mr. C~airman, should be heard on this 

point. I believe that it is an important issue. I really bel:leve 

that there is a very great policy, a very great princinle that :Is 

being dealt with here. 

How many Newfoundlanders are goinr, to go to university? How 

many }'.ewfoundlanders are p,oinp, to r,et post-secondary C"ducation and 

on what tc-rms? Who arC" they? Are they the onc-s academically qualified? 

Or nre othc-r considerations to come into fact, to come into play? 

Tam nfrn:!d, Sir. wi.th the>sr mrasures that if tht> Minister of :Educat:lf'n 

carries thP.m throur;h.that we are tnking a Rtep hack, we are takinr, n 
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step back to the times when all that mattered was money, merit mattered 

relatively little. 

There used to he a time, Mr. Chairman, when any Newfoundlander 

with enough money could get into university. That was probably true 

across Canada. These last few years, Sir, it has been that any 

Newfoundlander who could meet the academic standards set br the 

university was guaranteed admission. Well now, Sir, we are going 

back. No longer will you have to meet the academic standards 

will have to meet those. You will have to go one step further, Sir, 

you will have to meet the financial standards set by the Government of 

this Province. You will have to be able to borrow $1400 each year. 

You will have to be willing to assume a debt of $5600 for a four year 

course. You have to be willing to assume a debt of $7000 for a five 

year course. If you are willing to make that,fine and dandy. But if 

you are not willing to make tl t assumption, if you are not willinp, 

to take on that burden of cleht, then, r•r. Chairman, you are denied the 

right to go to university,as effectively as if honourable gentlemen 

opposite stood in the doorway, as George Hallace, when he was Governor of 

Alabama the first time,stood in the doorway and barred students from 

going in, just as effectively, Mr. Chairman. 

We are against it. It is a retrograde step. It is not the 

sort of thing that I would expect from the Minister of F.ducation. I 

am disappointed in him. I am surprised at him. I think the people 

of Newfonndland will he disappointed and surpriBed and will be hurt. 

HR. CHAIRMAN· The honourable the member for Green Ray. 

MR. A. B. PF.CKFORD: Mr. Chairman, I should like to say a few words 

concerninp. the estimates in this case and more particularly the 

topic which has taken up the time of the House for the past few 

hours. 

I am one of thos<' people, Mr. Chairman. who back in the early 

1960's r,rnduntc-d from a hir,h school in this province nncl went on to 

Memorinl llnfvc-rni ty. T pror.rl'rled, thro1.1r,h thP Cnnada Stucll'nt 1,oan 

Prof'.r111n111c-, to rc,c:c>ive nn eclucn tion th<'I'l'. 
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and two years ago finish paying off what I got from the Canada 

Student Loan Progra11U11e. I am aware only too well, from the many 

teachers and students that I do know and taught around this province, 

that once you give something to somebotly,whether it be one of the 

more intelligent people of our province or somebody less intelligent, 

once you make the step,as was made a few years ago,of offering some

thing to a certain segment of society, when you start to take back 

some of that,for good and sound reasons, one is going to find that 

there is going to be a segment of that group who are going to feel 

that their rights are being trocden on, that the ROvernment or 

whoever is taking it back is doing something terrible to that 

group. I can sympathize with the students, the more perhaps 

radical element of the stu~ent population of Memorial, in their 

protest yesterday,because I remember, Mr. Chairman, only too 

well in 1962 or 1963 I was a part of a demonstration that one 

time came to the Confederation Building,which at that time was 

fighting for higher teachers' salaries. We had a group in here to 

see the then Premier of the day. That was in 1964-1965, I think 

it was. There was a group organized on campus at the time and I 

was one of the organizers of it because I think it was at that time, 

wlth a degree in education, with a fourth graclc certificate we 

would come out of university and clear something like $249 or 

$250, around that area,per month. As third and fourth year 

students about ready to go on the job market, we did not relish 

the fact that c1.fter spending four years in university we would 

come out and get $250 a month or $260 a rnonth,whatever it was. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER : $4,000 per year. 

MR. PECKFORD: $4,000 a year, was it? This is how much we cleared, 

somewhere around $260 a month. So, I can sympathize, no question, 

with the feelinr of many of the students of Memorial c1t this time, 

because I have been myself a part of protest movements and so on 

at emorial, when I was there. 

However, I also remc111ber, Mr. Chairman, and I remember it very, 
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very vividly,when the former Premier of this province came over 

to the university. We all stacked _ ourselves into the Physical 

Education Building and listened,with his cabinet behind him,as 

IB-2 

he announced the salary and free tuition programme to the student 

population. At that time I was a member of the Student Council 

of Memorial At the tim~, of course, there was ,exuberance 

unlimited at the announcemen~but it was not too long after,in 

meetings that I held with students of three and four hundred 

and in council.that we began to analyse this thing and in some 

wierd, strange way,at least I felt and know there were quite a 

few other students at the time who felt that something had 

happened that was not entirely right.because we began to feel 

that some of the initiative which we had displayed in getting 

loans and so on and working in the summer time - a point which 

has not been mentioned, Mr. Chairman, by the way,so far. The 

opposition have been making the point that students have to borrow 

over a four or five year period,seven or eight thousand dollars. 

This total seven or eight thousand dollars will have to be paid 

back after four or five years. There are quite a few students 

in this province who in the summer time succeed in obtaining 

employment and can help themselves in the next year's academic 

year. 

This has not been touched at all. This cloak figure of 

seven or eight thousand dollars has been picked out of the air. 

A student goes to university for two semesters or whatever. He 

gets no job in his first year at university. He gets no job 

in his second year at university, He gets no job in his 

third year, fourth year or fifth year. For the months that he 

is out of university,if he does not just go on through semester 

after semester for four or five years, he absolutely does nothing. 

lie sits down; He waits until he wants to go back to university 

again and hence he does not try in any way to find any financial 
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resources to assist himself in that time. That is of course totally 

erroneous because there are quite a few students, many students, I 

was one of them,who obtained and who will obtain employment in the 

slDDD!ertime and who will be able to assist themselves financially 

in their academic careers. So, it is not true to say - it might 

be true for a small segment of the student population. I do not 

have any figures on it but there are quite a few students,let 

us say,(I think that is a fair statement) who will be able to 

obtain summer employment. 

Besides that, Mr. Chairman, there are at the university at 

the present time some students - it might be only 150 or 200 - who 

are in the engineering school or faculty: who are under the progrannne 

where you are in for one semester and out for the next,working. I 

know of a couple of students right now who are down in Labrador,who 

are working on this programme. Now, I concede right away, Mr. 

Chairman, that this is not the majority of students at ?-bmorial 

that are on this programme or anything like that but so.ne of the 

students are. Besides the fact that summer employment is a very 

important part of the financial resources which the students can 

accumlate to help put themsclveR through university, how many 

students actually go to university for four or five consecutive 

years? If they are like some of the students that I know, they 

will be going for a couple of years and perhaps come out and 

work for a year,which is not all together wrong. 

If I am not mistaken, some surveys that have been done 

in - the last year indicate ,.across North America ,a strong s,dng 

by students and hence it could also he true hcre,where they 

nre tending to go to univerR:I.Ly for a ye:1r or so or two 

semester!! and come out ancl work. There has heen a real trend 

I know in the American universities especially, in this way, 

where students now hep.in to feel,becausc of this middle class 

syndrome that hns hcen growlng up over t~c lAst ten ycars,where 

every parents son or daur,hter must go-to-un{veroity type thing, 
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if they are to gain the status in society that their parents• 

want them to,because their parents never had it. This thing 

is fading away, The young people today are beginning to see 

that university is not the end-all and be-all of existance, 

that there is something to be said for working with your 

hands, communes, etc. There is something to be said for 

hitchhiking. There is something to be said for Europe and 

whatever. Hence, it is not true. There are too man; other 

factors envolved, Mr. Chainnan, to make a statement that the 

students at M~morial who get this money are going to be in 

debt after four or five years, a total of seven or eight 

thousand dollars. It just does not work because if you did 

a survey,! am sure that you would find so many of them are 

obtaining summer employment to assist themselves through, so 

many who go out for a year, so many whose families have the 

where-with-all to help put them through, plus other factors. 

So, it is not true to say. 

However, my other point,before I got carried awaY,was 

simply that I do sympathize with those students who were down 

on the steps of the Confederation Building yesterday.because 

I am not that far removed from the situation at hand, knowing 

that full-well even in high school,a year and a-half ago,where 

students even in the highschool on different occasions,if they 

never thought that they would get their just due in the class

room, would picket or demonstrate effectively for something 

that they thought was wrong. So that, I can appreciate,once 

any human being, homo sapien, has obtained something, it is 

a natural trait of human nature when somebody else tries to 

take it away for the human being to react in that fashion. 

Hence, it is quite justified and quite normal and quite 

nntural to clo so. 

IB-4 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that,as pointed out by the Minister 

of Fin~nce, as pointed out by the Minister of Education, the net 
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effect of this is not so great that the students in Memorial cannot 

handle the extra financial obligat~on placed upon them. I think 

that is a fair and valid statement to make. I do not think that 

the net increase in this is sufficient to warrant the Leader of 

the Opposition or the honourable member for St. Barbes North who 

Bhould know better,being Rn educator himself, that this is a 

retrograde step in the sense that we are now going to deprive 

certain people from lower-class incomes from going to Memorial, 

I do not believe it for one second that this will in actual fact 

happen, I think it is pushing the point too far for political 

purposes and personally I disagree with it violently. 

Mr, Chairman, in the last four or five years that I have had 

anything to do with teenagers and people who are going to university, 

I found that if there wercanybody who really, sincerely wanted 

to go to university from the high school, he succeeded in doing so. 

If they really had the talent, if they really hacl the initiative, 

if they really had the where-with--all and were detennined, they 

would go to univeristy and they would be a success at university. 

I do not think this step by this government at this time can be 

interpreted to mean that this is going to change at all, not one 

iota. not one tittle. 

There arc other things,of course, 

4G03 



April 6, 1973 Tape 1103 (afternoon) 1B-1 

in the estimates for education which I am pleased with. Esp_ecially• 

now to reiterate the point made clearly and lucidly by the 

Minister of Education,that there are increases in dollars in 

this education estimates, that this government does not intend 

to disregard the teachers and the students of Memorial University 

or the students of any other educational institution. Now that 

they have received their support and have gone to power 

they are going to forget about them and stab them in the back; 

this is totally untrue. 

The point that I would like to make,if I could get 

before quite a few students,is simply this; that if a university 

student or even a high school student would take the 

budget of this ~rovince frqm last year and the corresponding 

tables from this year and take a good hard look at it so that 

they knew the exact position that this province finds itself in 

today, I would say that very few would then protest the decisions 

of this government in the budget this year. Because you cannot, 

Mr. Chairman, you can try but you cannot isolate the education 

estimates, you cannot isolate the justice estimates, you cannot 

isolate any one departments estimates from the overall financial 

position of this province. When you start to do that, you are 

looking at it in a very narrow light and one which does not· 

logically add up. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. PECKFORD: No, no. Mr. Chairman, I am not saying what the 

honourable member for Labrador North - your knowledge of the 

budget from last year now,which is so clearly aligned in your 

mind,and the budget and the estimates which you have now read 

thoroughly and which now are also clearly aligned in your mind, 

are fully cognizant of just where this province stands financially. 

I am only saying that the same kind of procedure should be followed 

hy the students su,as students, not only of their own student-aid 

programme but as students of this province and of this country,hey 
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have a full knowledge of all of the financial aspects of tho budget 

of this province. They would be in a much better position to judge 

just exactly whether this policy on student-aid or the policy on 

the motherd allowances or any other policy was then in the best 

interests of the province at this time. Otherwise, you are only 

taking the facts which are sympathetic to you and just ignoring 

the other ones which have some bearing upon that policy. So, 

I think that this too is a point that should be made at this 

time. 

Mr. Chairman, just a few other brief comments. One on 

the school tax which was mentioned by the honourable member from 

St. Barbes North. I believe.as he does to some extent,that a 

good, hard look has to be taken not only at just the school taxes 

but at the larger question of financing of education in this 

province over the next ten years because we all know,anybody 

who has anything to do with education, that the capital financial 

requirements over the next five or ten years are going to be 

up into $100,000,000 or more and we are going to have to find 

ways and means to provide this money. Hence, it was heartening 

for me to hear that the government is considering and will perhaps 

1118ke some definitive policy upon this in next year's bud~et, 

concerninp, long term-financing for education and capital projects 

in this provj nee. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: This year. 

~. PECKFORD: This year? Oh, I see. I thought it was starting 

next year. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Long-term. 

MR. PECKFORD: Right. 

MR. OTTENIIEIMER: Long-term financin~ for school boards and schools. 

MR. PECK.FORD: All the better. See how well we played that one- this 

year then on . this lony.-term finnncinR for education. I know that 

leadj~g educators in this provjnce will welcome this move because 

it is 11 move in the rir,ht direction. If we are r,oing to continue to 
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do justice to the educational opportunities of this province, well 

then we have to provide greater financing to provide the physical 

facilities and not only the building itself but the kinds of things 

that most go in that building includin~ teachers to allow for 

proper teaching and learning to occur. 

On the school tax thing; the thing that always strikes 

me about school tax,that something must be done about
1
is that 

I think the rule of many of the school tax authorities is that if 

you make over fifteen hundred dollars a year or so you pay forty 

dollars a year. So that if you have a man down in, let us take 

Conche or Englee.down in the honourable Leader of the Opposition's 

district,seeing as it is so close to his heart because he is such 

a rural individual himself,he lived down there for so long, if we 

take some fisherman down in St. Julien's or down in Fischot Islands 

or Conche or somewhere down there on the French Shore,who makes 

fifteen hundred and fifty dollars and has eight or nine children 

and he pays forty dollars a year. At the same time the Leader 

of the Opposition who makes twenty or thirty thousand dollars 

a year,as a conservative estimate,with a small c, he too only 

pays forty dollars a year. That to me does not seem to be a fair 

way of taxing people of this province for educational purposes. 

Perhaps something can be said for the honourable member 

from St. Barbes North's sup,gestion about putting a percentage 

or the income tax or something to be used or something along that 

line I think you mentioned. I think this should be looked into. 

I think it is an idea about financing education in general as 

opposed to school tax authorities or assessments. That should be looked 

into because in the long run we are going to have to decide on some

thing like that, I think for sure. I think, Mr. Chairman, that is 

all I will say at the present time. 

MR. WOOD\vi\ Rll: 

llny has used up 

Mr. Chninnnn, I am wondering if the member for Green 

hh vnlunhle time in wuntinr- to contribute to the 

dehnte? I have hc,ud on 11 number of occnsions and I feel it is the 
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philosophy' of this gov~rnment that we shall not go on and do the 

things that we are doing because it is too good for the people 

of this province. We muRt now revert back to a system where 

we felt that we should have been a number of years ago. The 

debt of the province is extreme. It is well in excess of a billion 

dollars. Then again, the people that must suffer because of 

this are the people from the rural areas. The people in the 

rural areas.when they institute a policy of this nature,will 

not get the same benefits as the people from St. John's or 

from Corner Brook or at an ~liteist university. It will no 

doubt become an eliteist university. I did not intend to get 

into this debate, Mr. Chairman, but I feel now that I have 

been prompted by the honourable member for Green Bay. lie so 

readily said, " I was not satisfied while I was in university. 

I protested because of the low salaries that teachers were getting. 

I protested, We marched on Confederation Buildin~ but now I do 

not approve of those students." Maybe the students that came 

to this university, Mr, Chairman, were not the students from St. 

John's that are financing thei.r own way. They are not the students 

from across the country whose fathers are merchants. 

I had a student that came into me just two days ago that 

I took twenty bucks out of my pocket and gave it to him to carry 

him over the weekend. That student was from Spotted Islands, the 

son of a widow, a second year student in university who is now 

here with not enough money. I sent him along to the 'hinister 

of Education to get a loan of $120 to finish up the term and he 

was completely and utterly refused by the minister. What are 

we doing, Mr. Chairman, what are we doing? Are we going to draw 

back? The honourable member for Green Bay is sittinP, on the 

~ighth floor, the parliamentary assistant, making ten thousand a 

year in addition to the sessional pay of sixty-six hundred and 

something,which adds up to ten thousand dollars A year anyway, twenty 

thousand dollars. Now, we have turned up our noses. Althoup,h we are 
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from the outports, he is looking down at the students. Why should 

they do that? We should not give them fourteen hundred dollars 

for a studertt.i' 

I have a particular case in my district, five communities. In 

most of those conununities,at a high school level,the students are 

brought in to Northwest River to a donnitory. This expense starts 

for the parents when the students reach the level of .grade VIII. 

Dormitory livint is very expensive. On top of the sixty dollars 

a month bursary that they get for the children, they have to 

pay an additional thirty to forty dollars a month for other 

expenses. That student starts at an expense to the parents over 

and above the 
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government bursary of $30.00 a month,at the grade level of grade Vlll 

He goes on to grade Xl (just add up that expense, my hon. 

colleague) and then from there gets an a~ditional expense,if he 

is going to enter a profession.going on for five years, 

another $7,000. Mr. Chairman, when can that particular student 

or that parent hope to get a return on that educational investment? 

These are the things that the hon. Minister of Finance,livin~ 

completely and utterly in isolation in St. John 1 s,surrounded by 

a circle of eliteist friends, profession people, lawyers, doctors 

and what have you 1who were never exposed to the conditions that 

exist in Spotted Islands or Black Tickle -

AN HON. MEMBER: I was. 

MR. WOODWARD: You were. It is so easy to forget, looking from 

the eighth floor now. We should not do it for them? At that time 

you did not feel that way but now that feeling has disappeared. 

I am getting my $20,000, Mr. Chairman, and that feelinp, has 

now disappeared. Now I am not going to support the students by 

say $600.00,as last year,and then go on to the student loan 

programme. Now it is $1,400. There will not be three students 

comin~ out of my district this year because their parents will 

not like to take on the obligation. 

Well, let us start first. One year of university is 

going to cost you $1,400. When a person first enters universit~ 

whether he passes or goes on to a profession,his motive is to 

p,et a dc~ree and ultimately he is in turn looking at borrowing 

$7,000, that is the ultimatum. So he goes to the parents,and 

the parents have a mear,er means of $400.00 to $500.00, and says; 

"I am p,oing to borrow $7,flOO to complete a degree at university." 

Those people never ever saw $7,000 and they cannot visualize 

r,ettinr. involved in debt to the extent whereby they are going to 

have to spend that $7,000. If there are two students we are lookin~ 

at $1,400 and if there are three students we ~re looking at $2,100. 
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Mr. Chairman, this is ludicrous. This sort of a thing 

that the hon. Minister of Finance has picked to bring in to this 

province, a balanced budget,by getting an additional $1.6 million 

savinp,s this year on student loans. If the students and the hon. 

member for Green Bay - I can sit down with any student from the 

university today, take those estimates along with the salary 

estimates here and show thE' increases that have been given to 

executive assistants, special assistants, assistant deputy 

ministers, assistant-assistant deputy minister, chairman of 

royal commission,and $500,000 -

MR. PECKFORD: (Inaudible). 

MR. WOODWARD: The opposition do not want an increase. The hon. 

member for Green Bay was the first one who said in this House, 

"I cannot live on $10,000, Mr. Chairman, I have to get an increase. 

I am living below my standards. My standards.Because I went 

to university,! was meant to make a vast amount of money." He 

has moved to the eighth floor and no doubt he is doing very well. 

But those are the things that -

MR. PECKFORD: (Inaudible). 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, the hon. member 

for Labrador North has the floor. The hon. member for Green Bay 

is harassing him in this dehate,and I assume he has the right to 

speak in silence. 

MR. WOODWARD: If I were to take this budget,as I said previously, 

and show the increase, just the increase in the Premier's office 

over and above the increase in previous years when Premier Smallwood 

was in office, what was it increased by? $500,000 or $600,000, 

the restructurinp, of government,just to make it easier for the 

ministers by bringing a vast amount of people back into the civil 

service. Are .the ministers of the crown prepared to work a little 

bit harder .1ust to give the students the benefit? No, Mr. Chairman, 

this is not the concept of this thing at all. What the hon. Minister 
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of Finance is saying today, he is sayinp;; "Look, this is the place 

to hit because we have a hot spot at the university. We are 

educating a n1.1111ber of people and we do not want those students 

to slip into an easy way of life. What we want them to do is 

work like their fathers did, to be productive, to chose something." 

These are the questions and this is the method. It is 

not the mere fact that they are saying you have to borrow $1,400 

or instituting this particular policy. It is the fact that they 

are saying to the people and particularly to the people in rural 

Newfoundland, "Now you are gettinr, it too easy. What you are 

goinp, to have to do is,if your parents do not have the ability 

to borrow that money on your behalf,you must stay away from our 

univers_ity." That is true. I feel it, as very few people on 

that side of the House feel,when I get students coming out of, 

my district - I will not say it in the House, Mr. Chairman. I 

doubt very much if the hon. Minister of Finance,in St. John's 

West,ever gets a visit from a student who says, "What am I 

going to do about education this year, Sir?" Or maybe the 

hon. rnember for Harbour Main. I am sure that the hon. member 

for Green Bay gets such a request. 

AN HON. }~!>(BER: (Inaudible). 

MR. WOODWARD: This maybe the case. I am not disputing that fact. 

But the method of the hon. member for Green Bay, Mr. Chairman, 

getting up and saying, "Look, they should not serve fiv,, years 

in succession in university." Maybe this dictorial method that 

we are p:oinp. to use, put them in for one year and put them out 

for a year and let them earn some money and ~o back in again and 

<:onsequently it wi11 take thc-m ten years or fourteen years to r,et 

a professional degree. Is that not what you have h~en implying? 

How many tenchers hnve gone hack to university since the university 

bC'c,1.me wherehy everyone could r,et the opportunity, how many hnve 

r,one bnck nnrl upr.raried themselves people llt forty and some people 
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fifty years of age? 

MR. PECK.FORD: How come so many got 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, would the hon. member for Gree~ Bay 

observe the rules? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! Does the hon. member want to 

allow the question or would the hon. member prefer to speak? 

MR. WOODWARD: I would prefer to speak,if you would not mind, 

Mr. Chainnan. I think it is th~ policy.and the thing that 

evolved from all of these methods and policy of the Tory 

administration will be to draw back, to take away the things 

from rural Newfoundland. I could not care less, Mr. Chairman, but 

there is a big hullabaloo about someone putting a building up 

on Signal Hill. I could not care less if they stripped down 

Cabot Tower on Signal Hill,for what i.t means to me bul it does 

mean a lot when I see people in my district and from the 

Labrador Coast that are so sincere and so concerned about getting 

their children into this univerdty that we have all helped to 

pay for and when I sec measures brought in by the government of 

the day to disallow this sort of a thing. I mean this is where 

you turn around and you say, "Where are we going?" It is a 

matter of, ''lfoll we hit the students this year and we took it 

away from the mothers last year." There was a big cry as a 

lot of people on the Labrador Coast and particularly in Labrador 

and I am sure in rural Newfoundland who were really looking 

forward to that extra money to put clothing on their children. 

It did not come. 

This year, no doubt a number of parents with children in hi~h 

school today have made arrangements to borrow the $600.00 to get 

their children in the university this year. What a change. What 

a detrimental effect on the morals of the people of this province 

when you think in terms of all arran~ements been made. 11 We had 

the meanR whcrehy we could horrow that $600.00 but now how do 
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we ~o beyond that to $1,400?" I think this is the real question 

and I, Mr. Chairman, I feel and I do not feel as the hon. member 

for Green Bay feels that now we are sittjng up here I want 

$20,000, he wants $20,000 a year to live . We have a lot of 

graduates comin~ out of that university. I have truck drivers 
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on my payroll that make more money than the graduate teachers 

that are serving in rural Labrador, people with degrees • I 

am very sincere. 

IB-1 

I would like to point out another point here of a warning 

that was given to the teachers in this particular budget. I asked 

last year if some incentive could be given to teachers to teach 

on the Labrador Coast rather than having to bring people in from 

Holland, bringin~ people in from the .U.K., bringing people into 

Happy Valley to teach at a school,from the Philippines. I said that 

we have a number of students, we have a number of people out here 

that are graduating from the university. Why not give those people 

an extra incentive? It was never considered. Now, how do we hope 

to bring our people from those particular isolated communities in 

here to get an education at this elaborate university that we have 

and expect them to go back to teach,to take up that profession 

in their own communities if they have to borrow seven thousand 

dollars over a period of five years\' No, Mr. Chairman. This 

word has spread all throughout this province. 

The demonstration yesterday, I think - I am not a 

protester by any means but I felt that when they counted the 

numbers of those students, the students that were protesting 

at the university were the students that knew that they could 

not go on. They were not the people whose fathers were financing 

them. They were the students that did not have the means to go 

on next year that made that protest. I do not think that the 

honourable Minister of Finance or the honourable member for 

Green Bay who was so hurriedly, I suppose,clevated to that 

i;treat,honourablt! step on the eighth floor, getting n salary of 

twenty thousand dollnrf; n vcnr when we have superintendentR who 

arP. travcllfn11 fn the most isolRted nreas,with M.A. der,rees, and 

what nre they r,£'ttlnR? Twelve to fifteen thousand dollars a 

year. So, what nrc we doini;t? We have ~xecutive assistants 

workinr, here in this particular buildinr, who are getting up to 

twenty thou11nncl. 4014 
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When I was in office, I did not ask for an executive 

secretary. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

IB-2 

MR. WOODWARD: Yes, right. We did not want it. Neither do I want 

a raise in salary. I would rather think in terms of sitting down 

with the Minister of Finance and putting the strong arm on a lot 

of people that sit around in the civil service in this province 

and putting the strong arm on and say, that we are going to take 

'x"number of dollars away to support this particular student-aid 

programme. If we are going to take something away, why do we not 

start at the top where we have the means whereby we can extract 

something from them, not start at the bottom where a poor university 

student has just got in by the hair of his head? 

It is a sad day, Mr. Chairman. It is a sad day for this province. 

This move may not be sad but what other services will be taken 

away, what other means? Will we next take the buses away from 

central schools? Will we take the buses away? There were threats 

last year that we were going t'o close 0 x"number of roads in 

Southern Lahrador because they were too expensive to keep the 

snow plows on to operate. Will we pull the buses off the Great 

Northern Peninsula, running from Cook's Harbour to St. Anthony? 

Is that a way of doing it? Well, I mean, we are going to do 

this. I have no douht that this will be done, Mr. Chairman. 

So, where do we stop? I feel now .is the time,as the honourable 

Leader of the Opposition said ye~tcrday. 

I think it is very distasteful to say that he was trying 

to incite a riot in front of Confederation Building, I think 

that demonstration yesterday was very, very orderly, maybe more 

orderly than the demonstration th:it will come. ;ibout as the result 

if the teachers do not r,et their raise in thi s province. Mr. 

Chairrn;in, maybe more orderly th,1n that will he. 

Those arc the :ireas th:1t hit the people in rural Newfoundland. 

Those ;ire the thfnr,s th,,t I :im very sincere ;ibout and when this 
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government bring a policy in. We have always looked on the, Tory 

Government as the merchant's government. I liee nothing wrong 

with a means-test at that university. I see nothing wrong with 

a selective body, responsible body going into that university 

and taking the student's application and sitting down and negotiating 

with the student but I see a lot wrong when the government bring 

in a blanket policy and says that it applies to everyone, Mr. 

Chairman. I think this is the wrong approach becau~e of the fact 

that we have people that have various means and we have people 

here at the university now,as I cited before,that could have used 

more money this year and they are hanging on,as the student that 

I had visit me a couple of days ago. 

So, I think that the honourable Minister of Finance did 

not have to look at a set figure of $1.6 million saving. 

What is he doing? Is he trying to balance the budget, Mr. 

Chairman? $1.6 million saved this year. We will put it 

over in this particular corner, $1.6 million there is no concern 

is not going to affect - now many students at the university? 

MR. ROBERTS: There are over 6,600 full-time students. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: The full-time student equivalent is around 9,200. 

MR. WOODWARD: S:f.xty-six hundred. I do not believe for a minute that 

it is going to affect the sixty-six hundred or the sixty-seven hundred 

students at university. I do know for a fact that it is going to 

affect two thousand and possibly another enrollment of fifteen or 

seventeen hundred that will be looking to get in there this coming 

September. 

So, I think that this administration, the honourable Minister 

of Education, the honourable Minister of Finance who,if he wants to 

put in a savings in thi.R province, he does it regardless, I think that 

they Rhoul d have 1 ool~ecl 11t this in a different J ir,ht 11nd not to 

nfft~ct 1111 th<' p1•opl,•. :111yhc there nre P1lt1<Je11t11 tn the unfvc-ndty who 

do not 1wl·rl tl1t, fr111rt:l•(•n l111111lrc-d dol l11rf'I hut nn• .\111il horr11wln1: It, 

I feld tl111t ft Hhould br. done wtt.h II Helcction committee RP.t up 
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and having students on this particular committee and to screen 

those applications and say, "Look, . i f you have the means, you 

can borrow six hundred bucks from the Canada Student Aid Plan. 

We know that you have the means." Do it selectively. "We will 

lend you the remainde r of your money." 

So, Mr. Chairman, I think it could have been done in a 

far different way than saying, "Look, you must borrow fourteen 

hundred dollars from the Canada Student Loan Programme before 

we assist you whatsoever~• 

IB-4 

MR. GILLETT: Mr. Chairman. I think perhaps I should begin where 

my honourable colleague left off. I \las very impressed with 

what he had to say. I agree wholeheartedly with his remarks concerning 

what he 
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referred to and termed as a blanket policy. I know that ve 

all realize that in the outports of Newfoundland we have many 

people who are on welfare but who have children who have an 

aspiration and aspire to a higher education. In that aspiration 

they want to come to university. Now that person or the child of 

that family, if he leaves say Grade XI and wants to come on 1 the 

parent has not.1ing whatsoever for him. He may fortunately be 

able to earn enough money during the summer to buy clothes for 

himself but as I see it1 he has to borrow $1 1 600 1 not $1 1 400 and 

he has to borrow, as the hon. Minister of Education has already 

said, $400 more than before. It does come to $1 1 600, if he has no means at all. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: He cannot borrow any more than $1 1 400, 

Nobody can borrow, under student loans, over $1,400, 

MR, GILLETT: No, but he st~ll requires the whole eighteen. 

The other four, fifty/fifty. That makes $1,600 he borrows. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Under the new system he would borrow the 

$1,400 and he would get $600 then in grants. If a single 

student's fee were $1 1 800 1 he would now borrow $1,400 and get 

the remainder of $400 in grant. 

MR. GILLETT: The fifty/fifty does not apply, 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: The fifty/fifty does not apply, The $1,400 is 

the sum total which one can borrow. 

MR. ROBERTS: When does the grant begin? At $1,400, 

MR, OTTENHEIMER: Right. If a person's fee is $1,800 -

MR. ROBERTS: If $1,400 is needed, he borrows $1,400. If he needs 

$1,000, he borrows $1,000. If he needs $1,600, ,he borrows $1,400, 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: And gets $200, 

MR. ROBERTS: 

the shaft. 

Anyway he borrows $1,400, That is our point. He gets 

4018 
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MR. OTTENHEIMER.: I thought the honourable gentleman was 

saying that he might have to borrow more. He cannot borrow more. 

MR, ROBERTS: If the honourable minister could have them borrow 

more they would. 

MR. GILLETT: Earlier the honourable minister used as a basis 

the need of $1,000. Taking that basis with the $600, he required 

$400 more, therfore, fifty/fifty of a loan and a grant, I thought 

it applied all the way up the line. I am glad to know that it 

does not. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: At first they would have borrowed $800 and now 

they borrow $1,000. 

MR~ GILLETT: However, Mr. Chairman, I do hope that the government 

will see its way to set up a select committee or do something to 

encourage and enable any student from any walk of life who wants 

to come to the university. Now that is one aspect of looking at. 

That is taking this student and taking him with absolutely 

nothing • On the other hand,I agree that anything that is worth 

having is worth working for. We should not take tr.1ay the 

incentive from students. We do have cases - I am sure that the 

hon. Minister of Education realizes that. The member for Green 

Bay mentioned the cost of education by what he considered to be 

a more equitable means of levying a tax on income tax. I 

rather think that that should be on a sales tax. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. GILLETT: Well in what way would the income tax be more 

equitable? 

MR . HICKMAN: It is based on income. The rich pay more. 

MR. GILLETT: I am talking about contributing now. Every parent 

or person contributing to his or her son's or daughter's education 

where every parent has an obligation, naturally. Does he or does 

he not? However that is somethin2 that can be discussed later. 
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1n speaking this morning,the hon. Minister of Education 

mentioned not only the academics but the utlization of our 

human resource. This is something which had been mentioned earlier 

in this session,and in developing this human resource in every 

possible way. Thia I agree with wholeheartedly. I also agree 

with something that was very uppermost in my thoughts but my 

hon. colleague from Bell Island took it 1Nay from me this morning 

and that is education in alcoholism and the use of drugs. This, 

Mr. Chairman, particularly the excessive use of alcohol, is becoming 

one of the biggest drawbacks this province has. If it ~hould continue 

it will be without doubt one of the biggest if not the biggest, 

drawback that this province will ever have, 

I think, therefore, that if this education is not 

given in the home then I think the government should see that it 

is given in schools. I think this is what my colleague had in mind 

this morning when he mentioned that somewhere in our school system 

this should be taught,and that is the results, the hard facts of the excessive 

use of alcohol and, of course, the use of drugs to any degree. 

Mr. Chairman, I think this is all that I am going to 

say now. Perhaps as we come down through the estimates I shall 

have more to say. My colleague says to carry on until six o'clock, 

MR. ROBERTS: Th~t will bring us back at eight o'clock. 

MR. GILLETT: Oh, I see. 

1-IR, ROBERTS: Unless the honourable gentleman wants to spend his 

Friday evening here, 1 think ,we should have the committee rise and a,.ljourn. 

MR CHAIR.~\N~If the honourable gentleman is finished. 

MR. GILLETT I am, Mr. Chairman, I think Jor now. 

On motion debate adjourned. 
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On motion that the commit~e d,se, report progress and 

ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to. the Chair. 

On mod.on repo.r~ received and adopted. 

On motion committee ordered to i,it again on to!llQrrow. 

_MR. SPEAl(ER: Th_is H01,1Se stands .adjourned until tomorrow 

Monday at 3:00 P.M. 

4021 


