
Volume 3 

PROVINCE OF NEWFOUI\IPLAND 

TI-IIRTV-SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBL V 

Of 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

3rd. Session 

VERBATIM REPORT 

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 4. 1974 

SPEAKER: THE HONOURABLE JAMES M. RUSSELL 

Number 82 

,_ 



necemht>r t.,, 1074 

The House met at 3:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

l!R. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Tnp,. JR66 

PETITIONS: 

"R • SPEA.1<:ER : The honourable ~ember for Labrador North. 

PK ·· .l 

l,fll • 11. WOODWARD: Mr. Sneaker, I beg leave to Present a oetition on 

behalf of some fifteen families in the Community of Mud Lake, in the 

nistrict of Labrador North. The prayer of the petition is that they 

get some verification from the government on how they should proceed 

to get grants and titles to land in that community. Apparently there 

have been a number of communications between individual residents trying 

to acquire title to property which they have not received. Now they 

have formed a co~anittee. 

I would lil<e to read the Prayer of the petition. It says: 

' 'The residents of Mud L11ke, L11.brador have for a long time bein11: 

frustrated in their attemot to solidify their ownership of their land. 

The majority of the fifteen householders involved have earned the r:f.11:ht 

to land which in many cases 11:oes back to earlier generations. These 

residents hone to gain documentation for these claims. With this initial 

letter we would like to inform you that a land committee of 1fud Lake has 

been elected. The three members are Marion Broomfield, Willie Rose and 

Ward Callahan, all serving a t,Jo year term on this committee. 

This reoresentative COtnl!littee will in the near future begin to 

heln interested residents in their present attempt to secure documents and 

hope to change the maps of crown lands which shov the majority of the 

communitv to be crown land. There are >also a number of early grants which 

no longer present t~e true situation. Before development affects our area 

we would like to be Prep11red. The residents have been able to already 

decide on boundaries,marked them and also pren11re genealogical records for 

each fam:1.ly. The next step is to prepare declarations, affidavits etc. 

The nrocess we are unaccustomed to. We sincerely hope our endeavours are 

taken seriously. 
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The situation presisting in Labrador today is very similar to 

our own. We were verv nleased to hear that the recommendations of the 

Royal Commission which recommended that a travelling tribunal he sent 

to Labrador to listen to claimants clirectlv ,incl to rPcri .,t.,.,. "·"rl i RSl1P. 

title on the basis of presented claims. With develonment affecting such 

claims, we feel that the present land situation is of a high priority. 

i-re ensure our rightful ownership. We hope to gain your approval for 

our nresent work." 

This I consider, ~r. Soeaker,to be of a very serious nature 

especiallv in a ~all community like Mud L~ke that is on the fringes of 

a develooment area like Hanpy Valley-Goose Bay. A number of people are 

already trying to establish summer cottages in that small community down

stream on thf Churchill River from Hapov Valley-Goose Hay. A lot of 

neonle I understand have moved in, on what other neople consider to be 

their property but thev have no legal documents to orove that it is. 

So I wholeheartedly sur.mort th:ls petition and I would like to 

olace it on the table of the House, and for it to be presente!d to the 

department to which it relates hut I would also like to think in terms of 

maybe the minister responsible for this particular situation, if he can 

acknowledge this particular petition, maybe it is an unusual request, I 

would like to have maybe a cony of his acknowledgement. I know that 

numerous petitions have been presented in this House, I do not know if they 

ever got to the department to which it relates but then again that department 

never, never acted on them. So if the minister is in the House, which I think 

he is, I would like to have an acknowledgement of the claim. Thank vou, 

verv much, }Ir. Speaker. 

'-!R. SPEAKER : The honourable Member for Green Bav. 

HON. A. B. PF.C1'"1'0BD (MINISTF.R OF ~IUNICIPAL AFFAIRS ANTJ HOUSING): Mr. Speaker, 

1 would like to suoport the contents of the netition .1ust nresented by the 

honourable ~ember for Labrador North. I have had some involvement with some 

of the neo1>le from that area over the 
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past six or seven months, a couple of people involved with the federal 

government at one time or another. I met with a couple of them and 

I gave them some advice regarding how they should proceed on this matter. 

I was of the opinion that they were to contact the member concerned for 

Labrador North. Being aware somewhat of the situation that the people 

there find themselves in - as the honourable member has already stated 

it is a very serious problem. I think a lot of the residents are worried 

about the fact that speculation might occur there in the near future and 

might jeopardize their chances of getting legal title to the land that 

they now reside on. 

So, I wholeheartedly support the prayer of the petition, 

Mr. Speaker, and trust that the heueurahle m.i~iater who I have spoken 

to abQut this, is taking acti011 on it so that these people who live 

there sometime will get legal title to the land in question. 

NOTICE OF MOTION: 

HON. T.A. HICKMAN (MINISTER OP JlfSTICE); Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 

the Minister of Industrial Development and Manpower, I give notice 

that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill, "An Act Further 

To Amend The Newfoundland Human Rights Code". 

HON . W.W. MARSHALL (MOOSTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO): I give notice that 

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bill, "An 

Act To Amend The House Of Assembly Act". 

ANSWERS TO OUESTIONS FOR WIUc;H NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN: 

HOll . J. ROUSSEAU (MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS) : I 

have two replies today, one for the honourable member for Labrador 

South but he is not in so I will hold that oTer until he returns 

because it is an oral answer. The aaswer to the question from the 

honourable the member for Twillingate, yesterday, concerning the project 

that he suggested - it did not touch my mind at that time because I 

think this occurred while I was away for the two weeks during- I 

have checked it out with offjcials of the department and the problem 

right now, as I understand it, is that the department is not at all 

against the LIP Project to which the member refers in building a wharf 

which I presume is the point he was raising. 
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The point is that there is already a government wharf there. 

Officials of the depn.rtr.tent feel - the member may disagree with it and 

a thcr people r.rny disagree tdth it - but the Twillingate Causeway has 

not vet suffered any conditions which may cause difficulties on it and 

the rlepartr:ient is of the opinion that this whnrf should remain until 

such tir:ie ns we are certain that the Twillingate Causeway is such that 

it will nnintain nny extraordinary forces that may be dealt to it by 

wenther or any other conditions of that nature. 

However, we have suggested and the people in the area are 

most welcome to use the wharf. Of course the creosote and the other 

naterials arc quite valunble and if we took the wharf out, we would 

tnke thcra for another place. They are quite welcct:ie to use the wharf. 

When we are certnin that no problems could arise 'With the causeway 

itself, then of course the wharf would he of no further need. Right 

now we using it as a backup and 'We think it is import~nt in the incidence 

of some catastrophe which t-Je hope "1ould not happen to the causeway. 

\[R. GILLETTE; Mr. Speal:er, 1 thank the honourable gentleman but 

~v ouestion uas whether or not the government intended to bring back 

the ferry because if the wharf is being kept there for the purpose for 

which you say it is being retained, then what type of vessel can you 

use there e..,i;:cept the ferry, that same shaped ferry. You cannot use 

nny conventional ship at all in no way, shape or form. 

!AR. ROUSS~\l!,_:" I made the original mistake of a politician. Instead 

of saying I did not know uhat you were talking about, I assumed that 

t,;;rn 1 t and I did not know the question and I did not want to plead 

ignora.nce which I should lmve pleaded and I would have had the answer 

today. To thnt one l will have the. answer tomorrow. I do not anticipate 

that we have nny visions now of purchasing tl-w ferry but I will check 

it out and bave an answer for the honourable member tomorrow. 

Other than that the wharf is useless. 

ORAL OVESTIONS: 

1-r.r.. NEARY: ~'r. Speaker, would the Hinister of Finance care to make a 

statcnent on a very serious statement that was made last night over 

at the university by the !-Unister of Fisheries? that the province's financial 
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picture is worsening and that we are in for a hard time next yenr. 

Would the Minister of Finance care to comment on that. 

IB-3 

HON. J.C. CROSBIE (ltINISTER OF FISHERIES): Hr. Speaker, on a point 

of order. I was at a private meeting at the university yesterday. 

I did not make the statement that the honourable gentleman is quoting 

mens making and it is improper in any event for him to ask a question 

about that. Number one, I never made any such statement. 

~m. NF.ARY: !fr. Speaker, to the point of order. tlhether it was a 

private meeting or a public meeting, the minister did make the statement. 

Is he now, Sir, denying that he made the statement? 

HR. CROSBIE: Yes. 

tgl, NEARY: He is denying that he made it? 

MR. CROSBIE: Right. 
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Well then, Sir, I will go on and ask another auestion 

in that case. 

MR. CROSBIE: (Inaudible) - -------
MR. NEARY: The minister is quoted in the today's "Dailv News" -

A.~ HON. MEMBER: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! 

~~-_ _BE:ARY: "Fisheries Minister r.rosbie says" -

~ -- SPF.AKER: Order please! 

AN HON. MEMBER: -·--·----- He is speaking to a point of order. 

MR. NEARY: Sir, I am speaking to a ooint - the minister is auoted in 

the newspaoer this morning, Sir. "Fisheries Minister Crosbie says" -

and I can read the quote if I am pennitted to do so. "Even colder 

comfort was in store for the rest of us" -

!:!_~. SPEAKER: Order please! Order please! 

I am sure the honourable Member for Bell Island is aware 

that he is not allowed to read statements from newspapers. The oral 

question oeriod is a period for askin~ verv precise questions and not 

a period of debate. 

MR ~ _N_E_ARY: Well then, let me ask the Minister of Finance if it is a 

fact that the one oer cent hi~e in the sales tax last spring will not 

give the government its surplus predicted in current account, that 

there will be a five or a six million dollar deficit this year? 

H.R._v_._EARI} __ (Minister of finance): 

be given in the bodget. 

The answer to that question will 

MR. NEARY: The Minister of Fisheries gave the answer last night, Sir. ---- - -
Would the Minister of Finance care to make a statement on whether or 

not the government will face the thrity-nine collective agreements that 

the government have to negotiate in 1975, or will there be an election 

before then? Will there be another budi:1et brought down before the 

next election? 

t~- _E_ARLE: Mr. Speaker, the question is highly ridiculous but I 

shall try to answer it as best I can. The auestion as to whether there 

will be an election is not my prerogative to decide. I think he 
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should direct that question to the honourable the Premier. 

I anticipate that there will be another budget brought 

down. What will happen before or after that I do not know. 

MR. WOODWARD: (Inaudible) --- · - - - -
MR. EARLE: That will he a big question. 

MR. ROBERTS: - ------ A better one than we get otherwise, I think. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, is the Minister of Finance or the Minister 

of Fisheries on the Board of Directors of the Marystown Shipyards? 

Which minister? 

MR. CROSBIE: I am. -----
MR. NEARY: Well, would the minister care to comment on the report 

recently of an arbitration - one man arbitrator that was set up to 

settle the dispute in the shipyar•s in Marystown. The comnany, 

Marystown Shipyards Limited refused to accept the recommendations of 

the arbitration so would the minister care to connnent on that? 

MR. CROSBIE: Oh yes, Mr. Speaker. I would care to comment on anything 

that the honourable member wants to ask about. As far as Marystown 

Shipyards Limited is concerned, Mr. Speaker, the minister directly 

responsible for it is not hear today. It is the Minister of Industrial. 

I am a member of the board of directors as is the Minister of Justice. 

The shipyard is run by the management. Neither the Minister 

of Justice, the Minister of Industrial Development nor I run the 

shinyard. The shipyard is run by Mr. Millen and the management there. 

There has been an arbitration case in connection with a dispute on 

the collective agreement and apparently the board has reported. As to 

any other detail, whether the company is accpeting the arbitration or 

not or what the details are, I am afraid I could not answer. 

They would have to accept the arbitration board report unless 

they wanted to apneal to the Supreme Court in some point of law. I 

can confirm there was an arbitration, there is nothing unusual about 

it, it occurs under every collective agreement. Apparently the 

employee who went through the grievance procedure has been successful 

and any other detail on that you would have to ask the Minister of 

Industrial Development to get it. I am sure that he will be glad to 

get it for you if you let him know. 
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MR. -~O.B!~ A supple111entary question if I might: Perhaps I 

could address it to the Minister of Fisheries in the absence of 

his colleague the Minister of Industrial Develonment. In view 

of the fact that the incident being arbitrated did lead to a 

strike which saw the shipyards shut down for two or three days or 

whatever period the strike did go on, and in view of the fact that 

if the shipyard did s-ustain losses it is we the people of Newfoundland 

who have to stand good to them, would the minister undertake to 

find out frQID the 111&nagement, from Mr. Millen and whoever is on the 

spot down- there connected with this , exactly what action if any 

has been taken ~ the arbitration board report? 

There is a public interest irt it, Sir, and the incident 

has already lead to a strike. I do not expect it will lead to 

another but there was this difficulty and the arbitration grew out 

of it. There are reports that the company, the management on the 

site have not accepted it. Would the minister undert.ake to get 

that information and provide it to the House? 

MR. ~~OSBIE: No, Mr. Speaker, I will not undert.ake to p.;et that 

information. The information should be requested from the Minister 

of Industrial Development, 

AN HO!'!_. __ MEMBP.R, : ( I naudib le) 

MR. SPEAl{ER: Order Please! 
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MR. CROSlHE : 

If the honourable gentleman has a genuine interest in that he can contact 

the Minister of Industrial Development tomorrow and ask him to get the 

information for the honourable gentleman tomorrow. In the meantime if 

I am hack in time from where I am going this evening I will ask the 

Minister of Industrial Development to get it but I do not undertake to 

pet it myself. 

J\N HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

"IR., CROSBIE: I am going, Mr. Speaker, to Botwood to bring them the message, 

a message of the many fine things that this government is doing for the 

people of Newfoundland. 

'IR. ROBERTS_: T t is p.;oing to be a very brief speech. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: .Just a few words. 

"'R. SPEAKER: Order, please! The honourable member for St. Barbe North. 

~- N~ARY: It will be lucky if they let him out of Botwood. 

:'.:fR. ROW!_: A question to the honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housinp. , ~r. Speaker. 

~ t!_HONOU~BLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

~R. RO~: Anv chance of getting heard, Mr. Speaker. In view of the -

'M:unicipal Affairs and Housing, Mr. Speaker - in view of the shortage of 

living accommodations in Labrador and Wabush City, is the government giving 

any consideration to alleviating the problems by making any financial 

contrihutions at all, tfr. Speaker? 

'!R. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of 'Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. B. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I think we are already involved in the 

Labrador City-Wabush area regarding housing and we are presently developing 

a policy regarding that which should be realized in the not too distant future . 

I. cannot specify off the top of my head just exactly when but yesterday or 

the day before, the member concerned, the honourable Minister of 

Transportation and Communications and the officials of the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Housing Corporation are involved at the present moment in 

tryin~ to allev-1 ate some of the housing problems that are there and I 

suspect and can say with some degree of certainty that somethinp. will be 

done on it very shortly . But I cannot be any more specific because the 

details are not clear in my mind right now. 
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MR. ROWE: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker: Does the minister realize that the 

Labrador Residential Tenancies Board has recommended that the government 

assess their financial contribution towards the provision of accommodations 

in the two communities? Is this what the minister is working on now, 

assessin~ their present financial contribution? 

MR . PECKFORD: Yes, I am aware of that. I think the question was, was I 

aware of it. I am aware of it. This is one of the factors to be con-

sidered in what we are talkinp, about now, in the way of housing in that 

area. 

MR. ROWE: A question to the Minister of Justice, Mr. Speaker. Has the 

Minister of Justice taken any steps to ensure that the landlord, that is 

Carol Lake Estates Limited, carried out the repairs which were ordered on 

Mar~h S, 1974 by the Labrador Residential Tenancies Board for the two 

apartment buildings named the Cabot Apartments in Wabush and Maple Apartments 

in Labrador City? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice. 

MR. T.A. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Tenancy Act does not come under my 

jurisdiction as Minister of Justice. It is administered by the Minister of 

Provincial Affairs. I have not seen the report from the most recent hearings 

of the tenants of Labrador Tenancy Board. I would assume that if these 

findings recommend to the officials in the Department of Provincial Affairs 

that their orders have not been implemented, are not being carried out, that 

they in turn will ask one of the solicitors in my department to take what

ever action is necessary and if they doJwe will. Maybe they have done it. 

That would be a matter between officials and the department. 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, a question to the Minister of Education: In view of 

the fact that the St. John's School Tax Authority is going to issue a public 

statement as soon as possible after it receives word from the honourable the 

minister on its proposed tax rate, can the minister indicate to the House 

when he will be making a decision on this matter and when he will be announcing 

it with respect to the tax rate for the St. John's School Tax Authority? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Education. 

753J 



December 4, 1974. Tape 1869 RH - 3 

'.,{~. G. OTTENH£IMER : 'Ir. S!)eaker, after receiving the proposed taxation 

system, the proposals of the school tax authority and I got to that ;Last 

Tuesday , a week ago yesterday, I asked officials of government to study it 

and to analize it and to make recommendati ons with respect to it. I expect 

to receive t hat in the very near future and certainly will not be makin~ 

any decision until then. Certainly it will be within the next few weeks. 

!-!R . ROWE : Mr. Speaker, it is stated in a local newspaper 
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that the operating expenses for this year for the School Tax Authority 

will be $50,000 and that they are looking for approval from the 

Minister of Education for a salary for an executive secretary in 

the range of $18,000 to $25,000. Could the minister -

MR . SPEAKER : Order please! 

The Hon. Member for St. Barbe North is making 

a speech. He should be really asking a question. 

~R. F. B. ROWE: The questions are, Mr. Speaker: Could the minister 

clarify a few points on this? Are the amounts that I just mentioned 

for the St. John's School Tax Authority alone or are they for the 

School Tax Authorities throughout the province? Secondly, if this 

is just for the School Tax Authority in St. John's alone, would 

the minister undertake to table in this House the operating expenses 

of all of the other local School Tax Authorities in the prqvince? 

HON . G. OTTENHEIMER (Mini ster of Education}: Certainly the proposals 

or requests, the submission of the St. John's School Tax Authority, 

is for that authority only. It is not for any other School Tax 

Authority. The second question was to ta~le the expenditures, 

I think, of the various School Tax Authorities. Yes, I.am willing 

to undertake that. They have worked on the year of July to June. 

They have worked most of them on that. We do not have, in all cases, 

the completed records or audited statements. 

MR. ROBERTS: (Inaudible). 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Right . 

MR. ROBERTS: (Inaudible}, 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: I would have to do it for their school year, 

July to a June period. 

MR. ROBERTS: (Inaudible). 

MR. OTT.ENHElMER : I will do that. 

MR . F. B. ROWE: These, amounts that I just stated, $50,000 and 

in the range of $18,000 to $25,000 are for the St. John's School Tax 

Authority alone. 
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MR. F. B • ROWE : Could the minister be a little more specific, 

Mr . Speaker, on when he is going to table this information because 

the minister stated sometime ago that he would be willing to 

table the Harris Report on Education and he said that he would do 

this within the near future and this seems to be a favourite expression 

of the minister. Could he specify when he will table this information? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I do not think that that is a very 

hona fide question at any rate. The information will have to 

be compiled and I am certainly willing to table it. I cannot say 

when. It could take ten days or so to have it compiled. I could 

not say. I will undertake to get it and to table it. I cannot 

say specifically on what day I will do it. 

MR. F. B. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, since the minister did say that he 

would be tabling the Harris Report on Education end Youth, within 

the near future, (He said this on November 28) could the minister 

indicate if we are getting close to the near future on that point 

or not? 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, no I do not feel that it is part 

of my duty to define the near future as it approaches. The words 

ere fairly self-evident in their meaning. I think I would insult 

the honourable gentleman's intelligence if I were to define the 

obvious and that, Mr. Speaker, would be something most unparliamentary 

and I would not wish to do it. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of Health. 

Because there is an epidemic of mumps prevalent at the present 

time, would the minister indicate to the House if his department 

intends to provide vaccine to have ell the children in the province 

vaccinated against mumps. 

HON. DR. G. ROWE (Minister of Health): Mr. Speaker, I have not been 

made aware that thete is an epidemic of mumps in the province. I should, 

first of all, like to check that out. 
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MR . NEARY: Obviously , Mr. Speaker, the minister does not 

have any ki ds going to school these days. 

DR. G. ROWE: l do. 

MR. NEARY: lt is rmrpant, Sir. l wonder if t he minister 

would indicate to find out? 

DR, G. ROWE: I will undertake to find out. l have not been informed 

that there was any epidemic of mU111ps. 

MR. NEARY: Perhaps, M.r . Speaker, the minister could answer the 

question this way : Is it the 
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policy of his department to provide vaccine to vaccinate children 

against mwnps. 

IB-1 

DR. ROWE: If we feel there is an outbreak and a need which is serious 

to the effect of keeping children out of school, yes, we will do whatever 

is necessary. I would like to have notice of this particular epidemic, 

I have not heard of it. 

MR. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, might I direct a question to the honourable 

the Minister of Fisheries? Of course, the Premier would be the most 

logical man to answer it, however, I am asking the honourable minister 

to use his good influence with the Premier. 

Now that the Harris Connnission has entered the area of inshore 

fishery, namely carrying out an enquiry at Port au Choix, would the 

minister now have this commission have a total enquiry into the inshore 

fishery? 

HR . CROSBIE: Well, the Harris Conciliation Board, of course, is not a 

commission. It was a Conciliation Board set up to look into that dispute 

but as the terms of reference were quite broad, now it has a further job 

of work to do. It has to sit as a Conciliation Board in connection 

with the dispute in the plant at Port au Choix. I do not know whether 

it has commenced that yet or not but it soon will be if it has not already. 

As far as the inshore fishery is concerned, the federal and 

provincial task force that has been set up, is going to, once it is 

finished vith its immediate problem with the trawler fishery, we can 

call it, it is going to immediately start to consider what needs to be 

done for the inshore fishery. 

Now, when the strike was terminated there last September, 

it was agreed that there would be a commission of enquiry set up to look 

into the fishery as a whole. I think it was said then, the wording was that 

it would be an enquiry into the Labour Relations Act, an industrial enquiry. 

Hell, I think that when the commission is set up that it will have to 

be under the Public Enquiries Act and along the lines of a royal commission. 

The reason why no COllllllission has yet been appointed is that we 

had discussed it both with the union representatives and with the Fisheries 

Association as well as with the federal government and with our own people 

and it is felt that it is better to wait a month or several months before 
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setting that enquiry under way because all of our people are engaged 

practically day and night in examining the present situation and coming 

up with immediate steps to deal with it. We would not have time to 

prepare briefs and submissions and the trade has not the time and the 

union at the moment has not the time to prepare submissions and briefs 

to a royal commission. It is felt on all sides that it is better to 

wait until we can get over the immediate emergency. Then we will 

appoint a suitable conunission and hopefully let them have an indepth 

look at the fishery over, say a six month period. That is the position 

on the enquiry cOl!Dllission at the moment. 

MR. WINSOR: Do I take it then that it is the intention to have such 

an enquiry? 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes. As a matter of fact, in connection with the inshore 

plants, the ones that do not have trawlers, particularly the ones along 

the northeast coast, they met yesterday with Mr. Doucette who is the 

chairman of the Federal Task Force. They had a meeting with him yesterday 

morning to impress upon him the need that they have for assistance. They 

have -

MR. ROBERTS: Inaudible. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, the plant operator. They have a request into the 

goverrunent at Ottawa for financial assistance caused by the fact that 

they were late getting open this year due to the ice along the coast and 

the rest of it to which they have not had an answer yet. They met 

with Mr. Doucette yesterday to make sure that he understands their 

problems apart from the trawler, vessel owning companies. The inshore 

fishery certainly will be next on the list as soon as we can get 

over this period. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of Justice. Would 

the minister care to indicate to the House just what his department's 

policy is now concerning the issuing of conditional licenses to those 

people who have been convicted of impaired driving? 

MR. HICKMAN: Hr. Speaker, it is not a question of what the policy of 

the Department of Justice is with respect to the issuing of restricted 

drivers licenses to those convicted of impaired driving. That falls 

under the exclusive jurisdiction of the residing magistrate. 
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The instructions that have been issued to the crown 

prosecutors by me have been very clear indeed. That is that in the 

event of a person being convicted of impaired driving or failing 

the breathalizer test or refusing to take the breathalizer test, 

that the crown must draw to the attention of 
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the Presiding magistrate. Its feeling that except in very compelling 

cases impaired or restricted driver's licence,. i,;hould not 1-·e issued. 

In my address to the magistrates I made it very clear, and I 

repeat now, that when a case r~achei,; the courts the Crown :Is in no 

greater position or no better nosition than any litigate in anpearing 

hefore the court, nor is it proper or appropriate for me, as Minister 

of Justice, to COl!IIJlent on any narticular case. I do have the right and 

I suspect the obligation to comment on interpretation by courts generally 

of a narticular nrovision of the Highwav Traffic Act. 

1'ffi • NEARY : What ahout magistrates who have said , -they are not going 

to issue the licences and others have 1118de no cmmnent at all? 

~. 'HICKMAN: If any magistrate, and we can have two magistrates sitting 

within the same area, if one magistrate in exercising his jurisdiction 

dectdes to nlace a very broad, liberal interpretation on it, the Crown's 

only redress,if the Crown is in disagreement is to apoeal that decision. 

Tf another decides to, and as some have been doing consistently, to 

1nteroret the Act -

MR. NEARY: Well is it oolicy or what? 

MR. HICKMAN: It is not a question of policy - To interpret the Act in 

each particular case, to the extent where restrictive driver's licences 

are :l.ssued only where the magistrate is satisf:led that the convicted 

motorist was not really acting as a menace to the public or to himself 

was not involved in an accident, was slip.;htly ahove the med:l.um reading on 

the t reathal:l.zer. 

MR. ~!F.ARY: Point zero eight (.08). 

MR. HICKMAN: ~lightly above ,nR - that his manner of earning a livelihood 

and his only means o~ ear~ing a livelihood would be placed in jeopardy 

then a mag:1.strate can and probably would grant a restricted driver's licence 

for certain hours of the day. That I believe 'Is ~•hat this legislature intended 

and also what Parliament intenderl when the Criminal Code was amended in providing 

for authority to issue restricted driver's licences. If on the other hand, you 
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have say, a truck clriver who is involved in a serious accident, who 

is verv much intox:kated at the time he is picked un, then in my opinion. 

that trucl- driver doP." not earn the right to have a restricted driver's 

licP.nce. He has taken the chance. He has decided to place the lives of 

other motorjsts in jeopardy,T feel that he does not come within the 

definition that should allow restricted licences to be issued. 

What concerned me was when I discovered that sixty-four per cent -

~'[R. Nl'..A'RY : Wh:, does he not give me a straight answer. I have not )!:Ot 

an an,swer yet. 

~"R. HICKMAN: The honourable gentleman asked for a policy statement, I 

always try to oblige him by giving rim the answers he want. 

~f'R, NF.ARY: 

"IP. . HICKJ,lAN: 

Yes, but give me a straight answer. Do not he so evasive. 

•~en I discovered, ~r. ~peaker, that 1n the area policed by 

the Newfoundland Constabularly, I think, sixty-four of those convicted 

were receiving restricted driver's licences, somethinJ?: in the sixties, 

in the areas noliced by the R.C.M.P. it was somewh~re over 

forty ner cent, I came to the conclusion that the Act was not being 

internreted hv our cnuTts in the manner in which it s,hnnlrl hP ,.,,,1 •·'"" 

intended. Because, in my opinion,if a person is convicted of imnaired 

driving ,1e should not simply receive his restricted driver's licence because 

he. does not ~,ant to suffer the inconvenience of havinP- to walk or hire taxis 

or p:et somehod" else to drive him for a period of 1dx months. 

Hut I repeat, Mr. Speaker, that this is not a matter reallv of policy, 

it is a matter of instructions to the Crown prosecutors and the Crown Prosecutors 

have their instructions and is obligatory upon them denending on the facts 

of each case to bring to the attention of the court the Crown's feeling 

that restricted driver's licences should only be issued in verv compelling 

circumstances. 
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very compelling circumstances. If the honourable gentleman would 

like a policy statement, I am prepared to continue. 

MR. NEARY: I would not want to be reporting what the minister 

is trying to say there. He is making a fool of himself. 

that. MR. HICKMAN: I realize 

MR. NEARY: He is making a fool of himself. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the minister's answer is at best 

ingenuous and at worst misleading. 

MW 

In view of the fact that the right to issue a restricted 

driver's licence is vested in the magistrate, by authority of legislation 

passed by this House, will the minister undertake to bring before the 

Rouse an amendment to the Highway Traffic Act to restrict the 

magistrates discretionary right so that we do not have this situation? 

The minister, Mr. Speaker, is in a position now where be says we 

pass legislation and yet we have no policy as to whether the 

discretion is issued or not, Sir. I ask the minister: Will he 

undertake to bring before the House an amendment to restrict the 

right to grant restricted licences? That is clearly within the 

policy of the administration. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I will not give that tmdertaking. 

May I say why? I am not yet satisfied, Mr. Speaker, that the legislation which 

was passed by this House , if properly interpreted, can serve a good 

purpose. If following a conviction, first offense, barely above the 

point zero eight (.08), where the magistrate is satisfied that the 

convicted motorist genuinely (I know I do not use the word rehabilitated 

as being rehabilitated in the true sense of the word.) is not likely to 

commit the offense again, djd not endanger any one and his livelihood 

depends upon it, then I believe the magistrate should be left and 

our courts should be left with that discretion. 

I guess I can take some comfort in the fact that 

the Parliament of Canada appare~tly shares the same view. A similar 
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provision is contained in the Criminal Code of Canada. I realize 

that the Supreme Court of Canada -

MR. ROBERTS: Supreme Court of Canada has had some harsh words 

to say about it. 

MR. HICKMAN: The Supreme Court of Canada did not have harsh words 

to say about the intent of the legislation. The Supreme Court 

of Canada ruled that it was within the jurisdiction of the provinces, 

of a Provincial Legislature, under the guise of controlling traffic 

on the highway, to amend their Traffic Act and to contain provisions, 

which on the face of it, appeared to be in confli~t with the 

Criminal Code of Canada. That was the decision of the Supnme 

Court of Canada about four months ago, Mr. Speaker, in an appeal 

from the Ontario Supreme Court. In Ontario they prohibit, under 

their Highway Traffic Act, the issuance of restricted drivers' licences; 

whereas the Criminal Code of Canada grants the discretion. 

MR. ROBERTS : A further question, if I might. Could the Minister 

of Justice tell us whether any judges of Newfoundland have been 

convicted under that section recently? 

MR. HICKMAN: I would think, Mr. Speaker, that that kind of 

a question does not deserve an answer. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. ROBERTS : 

MR. SIMMONS: 

I asked the question. I would like an answer. 

You will not get it from me. 

Okay then. Fine, 

I have a question for the Minister of Justice. 

It has been •now a couple of months since the magistrate was moved 

from Harbour Breton to another appointment. Would the minister 

indicate when we might expect to have a new magistrate appointed 

for Harbour Breton? 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, four new magistrates have been appointed 

and they are now embarking upon a course of instruction. I certainly 

7544 



December 4, 1974 Tape no. 1873 Page 3 

do not anticipate that there will be a magistrate in Harbour Breton 

before the end of the school year. The practice generally is to make 

transfers at the end of the school year. I should also point out . to 

the Hon. Member for Hermitage that the Steele Commission has suggested 

that the judicial council take a look at the question of centralizing 

magistrates throughout the province, The suggestion has been made 

that maybe we should have three or four magistrates stationed in 

Central Newfoundland and three or four on the West Coast and that 

they should have fixed circuits, (I doubt if the centralization could 

apply to Labrador,) and that they should have set days every week 

when, say, the magistrate from Grand Falls will visit Harbour Breton 

and the Harbour Breton magisterial district. 

Mr. Speaker, the judicial council has not directed 

its attention as yet, or to my knowlege they have not, to this but 

it is certainly something that I think has a great deal of merit. 

I do know that there are magistrates in the province in some of the 

old, traditional magisterial districts who are complaining that 

they do not have enough to do. Well we have other magistrates 

who are very much overworked. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. SpeakeT, I wonder if the Minister of Justice 

could tell the House when he intends to appoint a magistrate 

on Bell Island, a full-time magistrate? 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

I do not anticipate there will ever be a full-time magistrate 

appointed for Bell Island. 

MR._ NEARY: I wonder, Mr. Speaker, would the minister care to 

indicate to the House why? Is it because there is no crime on 

Bell Island? For what particular reason? 

~_._H.!_CKMAN: Mr. Speaker, the report we 11:et and statistics 

indicate the work load is not sufficiently hi11;h to warrant a full

time magistrate on Bell Island. I can say that I have received no 

complaints from the neople of Bell Island. I think Magistrate 

Horan from Holyrood -

MR. NEARY: He is a fine man. Fine man. 

MR. ROBERTS: And the minister was not going to reappoint him. 

MR. HICKMAN: Goes to Bell Island. He is a first-class magistrate -

SOME HON. MFMBF.RS: Hear! Hear! ----- -
MR. !_(!_BERTS: That is not what you said at the time. 

MR. _~I~: It is what I said at the time. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ooooh ! ------ -- ----
MR. HICKMAN: It is. 

MR. S!_~AKER: Order please! 

AN HON . MEMBER: He would hang his mother. 

MR.~-~~~ He goes there at least once a week and sits most of the 

day. If there is enough work to keep him going all day. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Labrador North: -------
MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct - now that the 

Minister of Justice is on the carpet - a cuestion to the Minister of 

Justice. In the light of numerous correspondence concerning some sort 

of a penal institute being in Labrador for need of people, I wonder if 

the minister could tell the House what the present position of that 

is? Or the status from a federal institute? 

MR, HICKMAN: The honourable gentleman is right. There has to be 

very heavy federal involvement in it. The corrections committee, 

the joint Federal-Provincial Corrections Committee suggested that 

there should be a community residential centre in Labrador. This was 

confirmed by the McReynolds Report. I have written the Solicitor

General within the past three weeks and brought to his attention that 
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now that we have the McReynolds' Report, of which he has had a copy ever 

since I have had one, that I await his pleasure to meet with him 

to discuss the establishment of a penal institutions,(that is a 

terrible word) correctional institutions within the province. 

The recommendation is that there should be three. One 

a provincial one in the St. John's Area, another in the Stephenville 

Area to serve the west coast community-residential area centre and 

one in Labrador, 

~ :. WOODWARD: In the Goose Bay-Happy Valley Area? 

MR. H]_GKMAN: In the Goose Bay-Happy Valley Area and whenever the 

honourable Mr. Allman~ sees fit to invite me to see him, I am ready, 

willing and able to go and he has a letter to that effect. 

MR. ?_tE_!KER: This being Private Members' Day we shall proceed with 

the first Private Members' Motion on the Order Paper which is, Motion 

(3), to be moved by the honourable 'Member for Rell Island. 

MR. B_EARY: Mr. Speaker, first of all I might say that I am extremely 

oleased to see the Minister of Social Services back in his seat after 

his little jaunt out to Grand Falls, where he attempted to do a 

public relations job on the welfare officers in the Central 

Newfoundland Area. 

Sir, the minister told us in the House,last week, that he 

was overjoyed, could hardly restrain himself in making an announcement 

of a twelve and a-half per cent increase in social assistance. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 12. 7 f)er cent. 

MR. NEARY: 12.7 Per cent increase in social assistance rates. The 

minister was completely overjoyed, Sir. Before the afternoon is over, 

Mr. Speaker, before I am finished dealing with this resolution the 

minister may dance a jig around this House. 

AN HON. MEMP-F.R: (Inaudible) 

!'fil. __ N~ARY: No, the minister had better stay in his seat because I 

have a few choice words to say to the honourable minister. 

Sir, the minister tell us that this great social assistance 

µrogramme that they broup,ht in was God's gift to -

MR. !i_l)_R3'HY: I never said any such thing. Mr. Speaker, I -
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MR._ll_f!,.RY: Aw, sit down! 

11R :., .~Rl'.!!!..:. I never said at any time that it 
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was God's gift - I tell you, at no time did I say it was God's 

gift. Could I have that corrected now please on a point of order. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I know that the minister will be dancing a 

jig before the afternoon -

_MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. MURPHY: Would you tell "Maw Mouth" to sit down over there for 

a minute while I rise to a point of order? 

Now, at no time did I say, Sir, it was God's gift. I 

would not usurp the authority of so great a personage in this world. 

11R. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I am sure it is not for the Chair to recall the exact 

words of the honourable Minister of Social Services in making a ministerial 

statement some days ago. I feel, at this point, it is a matter of opinion 

between two honourable members. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, the minister left the impression 

that this was God's gift to the problems of the welfare recipients in 

this province. The minister went out to Grand Falls the other day, 

yesterday, I think it was, to do a public relations job with his social 

workers in that area and boasted about the great things that had been 

done in that department since the minister took over. 

Well, Sir, before I came into the House this afternoon, 

I decided to get the girl inside here to run through my files and dig 

out a few letters that I have received from people on social assistance, 

not from Bell Island, Sir, not from St . John's Centre but from people 

all over this province. I do not know if there are any here from Bonavista 

South or not but I will have a look as I go through them. 

Let us see what the minister is boasting about, Sir. In 

his new social assistance programme, for instance, there is no provision 

to take care of individuals who desperately need glasses, adults I am 

talking about not children going to school. The only provision now, Sir, 

in the departmental policy to provide individuals with glasses is for 

children of school age and maybe,at the discretion of the welfare 

officer, maybe for mothers of children going to school because they have 
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to help them with their homework. That was an innovation that I 

brought in. That was a reform that I brought in, Sir, when I was in 

that department. There is no provision - a man can be half blind and 

there is no way that he can get glasses unless he goes down to the 

CNIB or down to the Department of Health. Then you have to get on your 

hands and knees before you can get a pair of glasses. 

There is no provision in the new programme for dentures, Sir. 

They will not even legalize the denturists so that the poor old welfare 

recipients can get dentures at bargain prices. They have to now rely 

on the black market to get them. God only knows that in the last 

couple of years I have recommended a good many people to denturists 

in this province so that they could get dentures, Sir, that they cannot 

get from the minister's department. 

What about wheel chairs, Mr. Speaker? Does the new programme 

the minister is so proud of, going around the province boasting about, 

does it provide wheel chairs for people who are on social assistance 

who have both their legs amputated or who have had a stroke, who are 

paralyzed on one side or the other, has one leg amputated, is there any 

provision to provide wheel chairs for these peoplet No, Sir, there 

is not. But there is provision from the administration to give a $1,000 

grant to the mummers in Newfoundland. 

'HR. HU~HY: From my department? 

MR. NFARY: No, not the minister's department, the administration. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: I will stick to whatever I feel like sticking to this 

afternoon. I told the minister he would dance a jig before the evening 

is over. 

What about braces? What about braces for little children 

that are crippled,that have a bad spine? I am not talking about that 

kind of braces that the minister sticks his finger under, sticks his chest 

out. I am talking about braces for little children that have bad spines, 

that are crippled. Can they get assistance under this new programme that 

the minister is boasting about? No, Sir, they cannot. But the member 

for Gander can get an extension to the Arts and Culture Centre in 

Gander, to build on a theater. Is this top priority? 
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No-.1, Sir, let me get back - I was going to read a few letters 

before I got carried away there. I could go on and on on the extravagance 

and the waste of this administration at the expense of the poor people. 

Here is a letter from Seal Cove in 
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Trinity Bav ahout the nrop.ramme the minister boasts so much about. While 

listening to your nrogramme over the radio I have decided to dron vou a 

line or so regardin11: "'Y social assistance, •.rhen I tell you about the 

amount I have J,een receiving all along, I am sure you wil 1 sav with me, 

their is a bluffing somet~here, perhaps you already know. Here it is 

again, the amount I have been receivinP, all along is $8.49. That is 

$4.49 for foor, $1.00 for clothing and personal care, $1.00 for fuel, 

and $1.00 for household maintenance and $1.on for a housekeeper. Now 

what can one do with :It? It will not huy a pair of shoes." So this 

lady down in Seal Cove tells us. 

flere is one from Summerville: "near Sir, once two years a,i;o I 

caught mvself on fire with gasoline and burned one of my sides a lot. I 

was in Twillingate Hospital ten times. I had three operations over a foot 

lonp; under my arm and one down over my arm, so that_. they had to draw it together 

every time, they could not graft any skin. Now I am all crippled up on one 

side They put me on social assistance, whf.ch I am not getting very much. 

I am not married - two brothers of us livjng together. I went up to the 

welfare officer .to try and !!;et a window." They cannot blame that on spending 

all the money over on Rell Island, 1971. This is 1974. This poor old fellow 

hurned with gasoline, crinpled for the rest of his life, two hrothers living 

toe:etrer. 'Could not evren p;et a window for his old house, ·· he says. fie 

Rays, "no you call this 1ustice?" Is that what the new prof,!;ramme is doing 

for the poor peonle of this province? 

Here is another one from St. Brendan I s, down in Fortune Bay. ''We have 

eleven people in our family. 

AN'HON. MF.MRER: InaurHhle. 

MR. NF.ARY: St. Bernard's Sir -

Hl'! • SPFAKER : The honourable member is reading some letters which he had 

received. I was trying to recall something that Beauchesne said. with regards 

to reading letters in the le.~islature. I refer the honourable member to 

naii:e 134, of Beauchesne, Section 158, subsection (3) which says; "An unsigned 

letter should not be read in the House. On Hith of May 19?.8, a member stated 

during debate that a letter which he had been quoting was not signed. The 
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Speaker said: .. Such a letter should not be read into Hansard; all letters 

when read must be signed and thev hP.come Part of the documents of the 

House. ' 1 

N'l. NEARY: These letters are signed, Your Honour, and I am preparea to 

table the letters and I am prepared to table the answers that I gave these 

neople, Sir. This one here js from St. Bernard ' s, in Fortune Bay. 

"Dear Mr. Neary, we have eleven neople in our familv, myself, my hust-and 

and nine children, We are on welfare. We was getting $365.00 a month 

under the old programme, in the summer and $375.00 in the winter, That 

was had enough, Sir, but since Frank Moores cut it to $320.00 a month, I 

certainly do not know what we are going to do." That is the great programme 

the minister is going around hoastin~ about. 

Sir, I could go on and on. Letters, Sir, that could tug at your 

heart strings, pouring into our office every day, nhone calls. The phone 

never stops. Half the time we have to do work that the ministers on the 

other side should he doing. They should send us over their salary, Sir, 

This is from Middle Brook, jn Gamba, my honourable Member for 

Ronavista North will be interested in this. "Dear Mr, Neary, you were 

a good friend to me and my sick wife during vour tPnttTP nf officP, T 

am sorry to say I was one of those who were led down the garden nath during 

the last election. There is some difference in the Department of Social 

~ervices now then when you were there. The minister I wrote, both Hickey 

and "!urnhy, but never did get a renly. " A closed door policy, Sir, you 

cannot reach the minister on his own and he has a closed door Policy. 

You cannot get to see him. 

MP.. MURPHY: Tt is not true. -----
'1R. NFARY: It is true, Sir. It is true, Mr. Speaker. So arrogant, Sir, 

and so anxious to get around the nrovince to boast about this great programme 

that all these people are complaininp; about. "My wife died in March and 

of course all our social assistance was cut off except $6. 50. 11 

See what the next one says, English Harbour West, "I am writing 

concerning the new social assistance, I do not understand it at all. The 
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other social assistance vou would make S91) .00 a month. •· That is true, 

Mr . SpeaJ.-er, you could earn $QO.ll0 a month, free gratis for nothing. 

Now, Sir . :!.f you earn $1.50 it is taken away from you. The minister 

boasts ahout how they mot i vated neonle to go to work. The mot ivator, 

Sir • 

. AN HON. l !F.MBFR: Inaudible . 

MP. . !','f.ARY.: Hr. SneaJrer, could I have silence when I am imeaking, Sir. 

I think I am entitled 
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to that right, Sir? The motivator, Mr. Speaker, to get 

people in Newfoundland to go to work, to get them off short-term 

assistance is the amendment to the Unemployment Insurance Act in 

Canada. All you need now is eight stamps and you can get 

unemployment insurance, I think it is, for forty-two weeks. 

One time, Sir, the ultimate in life in Newfoundland was 

to get from short-term assistance to long-term assistance because 

the benefits were more generous. Now the ultimate in life, Sir, 

is to get your eight stamps. That is the real reason for the 

reduction in short-term social assistance in this province and not 

anything that the minister or his department have done over the 

last three years. Ottawa is the one the provided that motivating 

factor. 

I am not going to read any more of th•se letters, Sir. 

I could go on and on. There are people complaining about overpayments. 

When the minister was over on this side of the House he was 1110aning 

and groaning all the time about overpayments. Now, Sir, -

MR. MURPHY: That is not true. 

MR. NEARY : That is true. Go back to Hansard and find out. Check 

Hansard. The minister and his colleagues. Now, Sir, the other day 

we heard the minister make a statement that during the witch hunt 

that they are carrying out in the department now, the minister acting 

as a pocket-sized Dick Tracey, he announced the other day that they 

have come across a whole rash of overpayments. Now they are 

recovering the overpayments. 

I know what the minister is going to say: he will stand 

un and say: "Oh, because of the fifty-fifty with Ottawa we do not have 

but to recover these overpayments. That is not what he said when he 

was over here, Sir. Let me remind the minister, let me remind the 

minister, Mr. Speaker, that jf his administration wanted to, they could 

write off all these overpayments, Write them off'. 

MR. MURPHY: The whole works? - -----
MR. NEARY: That is right, That is right! 
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MR. _11.l!.R_!'.!IY: Car licences and everything else. Charge nobodv 

interest. That is right. Wonderful -

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that this new programme 

that the minister boasts so much about is going to be partly 

responsible for the defeat of this administration. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Any monev? 

MR. NEARY: I will - yes, if I were a betting man I would lay -

AN HON . MEMBER: It is against your principles to gamble. 

MR .:,..._NEA.B!.:_ It is against my principles to gamble, Sir, but if I 

were a betting man I would take the minister on. 

MR. MURPHY: Betting now is, Smallwood against Roberts is five to 

three. Which do you want? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I want to be brief in introducing this 

motion because I am certain that it is clear to every member of this 

honourable House that the intent of the motion is to eliminate an 

injustjce to parents and children of large Newfoundland families who 

are forced into dependence on social assistance allowances. 

The injustice was created, Sir, when the Government of 

Canada increased the family allowances to twenty dollars a month and 

then the Minister of Social Services decided that this was a golden 

opportunity to bring in a new progranune to save the nrovince a few 

dollars and put his tiny little fingers into the pockets of the welfare 

recipients 
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and what Ottawa gave on one hand -

MR. A. MURPHY: Could I rise to a point of order. Sit down, boy! 

Does the member insinuate that I put my hand in someone's pocket 

and took something from it. If this is permitted there is not much 

protection to have really. I am not the robber. I will tell you in a 

few minutes where the money went. 

MR. SPEAKER (Stagg): Order. please! I do not think that the honourable 

member was referring that the minister actually performed any act of 

robbery itself. He was probably speaking metaphorically. 

MR.NEARY: Literally speaking, Mr. Speaker, what Ottawa gave on one hand, 

the minister took it away on the other. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY : I told you, Sir, the minister would dance a jig in this Bouse 

before the afternoon was over and he can carry on with all the dirt and 

filth that he wants, Sir, and God only knows he is the master at it in 

this honourable House. He can carry on with that all he wants, Sir. 

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER (Stagg): Order, please! While the remarks of the honourable 

member for Bell Island may be provocative they are not out of order. I 

sugRest to honourable members to my left that their opportunity will come 

very shortly under the new rules. I suggest that the honourable member 

should be heard in silence. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the honourable minister is awfully sensitive today, 

Sir, tender skin for some reason or the other. 

Mr . Speaker, our job in this honourable House is to, if we possibly 

can, Sir, is to translate the Declaration of Human Rights into legislative 

action and since members of this honourable House, Mr. Speaker, are subject 

to many pressures and many lobbies, Sir, it is difficult sometimes for 

honourahle members to keep up their unrelenting pressure on government, Sir, 

to act in the best interest of ordinary citizens and their families instead 

of yielding, Mr. Speaker, to the temptation as has our present administration 

to placing its first priority, Sir, and playing around with big finance. 

Prohably that is the kind of situation the Minister of Social Services found 

himself in. He is a voice crying in the wilderness down on the eighth floor 
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around that big round tahle they have down there that we provided for 

them so they could hold their cabinet meetings. 

Mr. Speaker, when 1 was Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation 

for a few months I tried to put a little bit of freedom, Sir, of choice 

into the hands of social assistance recipients by paying them their allowances 

in cash instead of in the old traditional discriminatory voucher method. 

That was one of,in my opinion, Sir, one of the greatest social welfare reforms 

that was ever made in this Province. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is right. He will go down in history for that 

one. 

MR. NEARY: My colleague says I will go down in history for that one. Well, Sir 

I do not know whether I will go down in history or not but I am rather proud 

of that, Sir. There are two things that I am proud of, two things that I 

am proud of, Sir, when I was minister of that department. One was bringing 

in the cash svstem and the other was finding homes for 1,000 children. The 

minister, I am glad to see he is following through on a programme that I 

started. If anybody were to ask me today, Sir, in this honourable House 

"What do vou consider to be your two major accomplishments,• · and God only 

knows I have a good many, "since you entered public life and became a 

member of the House of Assembly?" , I would have to say, Mr. Speaker, that 

my number one thing that I am proud of is the fact that I did away with the 

voucher anrl gave people, treated people like human beings and gave them a 

little dignity and paid them by cash. The other thing is that I found 

almost single-handed because children were being stockpiled in that depart

ment when I became minister, almost single-handed, found homes for 1,000 

children that were out in foster homes in Newfoundland. I managed to find 

mothers and fathers and permanent homes for these children. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, no matter how proud I am of the fact that I 

managed to get rid of the voucher and pay people by cash, it did not come 

close, Sir, it did not come close to bringing up to the economic councils 

poverty line either our social assistance recipients or the working poor. 

It did not come close to it. Now remember, Mr. Speaker,that my honourable 

friend is going around this Province boasting about the fact, "Oh! We did 

more than they did. We are doing more than they did." Remember, Sir, that 

we started off in this Province at zero, zero. When I left the department, Sir, 

do you know what a man and his wife and seven children were receiving 
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when it went from zero to S325, do you know what they are receiving right 

now, Mr. Speaker - $320, a man, his wife and seven children. 

A.~ HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Two children, two plus two, $230. 

Ai~ HONOURABLE MEMBER: That was when the honourable member left. 

MR. NEARY: No, no, not when I left. '£hat is what thev are getting now. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I will come to that in a few minutes. When I felt 

the department, Sir, a man and his wife and eight children were receiving 

$350. Do you know what they are receiving today, Mr. Speaker? - $320, 

$320 or a cut. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I understand that members have to be in their own 

seats if they say anything, Sir. Besides they are not supposed to 

say anything when another member is speaking, Sir. Let 11'.e go through that 

aP.ain, Sir. Let me go through that again. 

Two plus eight, when I was there, two plus eight, $350, under Dick 

Tracey $320. 

MR. SPEAKER (Stagg): Order, please! The honourable member is allowed a 

certain amount of leeway in debate but the Chair cannot condone his obvious 

reference to the Minister of Social Services in a derogatory manner. The 

honourable minister has the right to be referred to by his proper title. 

Of course, the honourable member has the right to be heard in silence 

as well. 

ll!R. NEARY: }Ir. Speaker, two plus nine, two plus n:lne, Sir, when I left 

the department, $400. Today, under the new progrannne, Sir, that great 

Social Assistance Programme, $320, a reduction, Sir, of $80. The minister 

has the nerve to go around the Province boasting about his great Social 

Assistance Programme. The Minister of Transportation and Communications 

is over there chuckling to himself, over there snickering away, Sir, to 

himself. Well, let me tell the minister what two adults under this new 

progran\l'le get, two adults, Sir, and how would the minister like to live on 

this - remember his colleague is boasting about this great programme in this 
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day and age when you have inflation, increased rents, high cost of livinr., 

do you knot< what two adults have to live on - $200 a month. That is some

thinP to hoast about. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

"!R. Ni.:.A.llV: That is something to boast about. Ah! Mr. Speaker, I k1'ew 

thP. answer I was eoinp to get. Remember, Sir, that we went from zero, 

zero,we had to start off with nothing, the Liberals, we started off with 

zero. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: The Liberal Party started off, Sir, in this Province 

with zero, a bip. goose ep.g and then we went up and up and up and when I 

left, Sir, as T indicated a few moments ap.o, I will give vou one example, 

two plus seven children - $325 a month; two plus seven under the minister's 

programme - $320 a month. The minister says, two plus two, what about two 

plus two. Yes, what about it. I will tell you what two plus two people 

have to live on today - $230 a month. How would the minister like to have 

to live on that? Is that something to crow about and boast about? It 

certainly is not. 

~R. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, that has absolutely nothing at all to do with it, 

Sir, nothing at all. This is three years later, Mr. Speaker, three years 

later and the hig Government of Canada up there have poured it into New

foundland hy the millions in equalization grants. 

~ir, if we were there, if we have three years and I am coming to 

somethinP that the minister will recognize because the officials of the 

department have passed along all of the other ideas that I left behind me 

and plans that I did not have time to implement, 

7560 



December 4, 1974 Tape 1880 IB-1 

the twice monthly payment. ~!r. Speaker, the twice monthly payment 

of that department now of social assistance - whose idea was it, who 

circulated a questionnaire to the welfare recipients? 

MR. MURPHY: Who put it into effect? 

MR. NEARY: Ah, Mr. Speaker, let me say this. The minister says, "Oh, 

look what we have done. Two plus two have gone up to $230, a fifty 

dollar increase." If we were there, the Liberals, Sir, God only knows 

where it would be now. 

_AN HONOURABLE )IBMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Ah yes, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker, I am the first to recognize the fact that 

the Minister of Social Services did well in recognizing the impact 

of the rising cost of living on welfare recipients. I suppose, Sir, 

in one way he cannot be blamed for trying to get a little political 

mileage for himself and for trying to improve the badly tarnished image 

on his administration. 

Why we heard the honourable the Premier the other night, 

Sir, when he was talking on television - he is not coming over to hit 

me? 

MR. MURPHY: I have not got my gloves on. 

- ~NEARY: The honourable member would need more than his gloves. 

Sir, the honourable the Premier has been saying now for the 

last few months, "We are not getting the full credit for the things we 

are doing , not getting the full credit" . So, now they are going to 

start a big public relations programme to try to get a little political 

mileage for themselves because we are getting near an election. 

Well, Sir, in my opinion that is nothing short of cruel. 

For the Minister of Social Services to hold off announcing an increase 

in social assistance rates which will not become effective, by the way, 

Mr. Speaker, until the first of January - the election will probably be 

in March, Sir, according to what the Minister of Finance said over at the 

university last night. 

I have to read you this last part, Mr. Speaker. You will never 

believe it. The Minister of Fisheries - in conclusion he doubted whether 
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society in the west would survive the next fifteen to twenty years. 

Hy God, what a statement! I wish I could cross-examine the minister on 

that. According to the financial picture that the minister revealed last 

night at the University, Sir, we are just on the brink of going belly up 

in this province. We are on the brink of bankruptcy according to the 

minister, Sir. 

So, I cannot blame the Minister of Social Services for trying 

to get himself a little mileage. All they are doing, Mr. Speaker, is 

putting back on the rates of social assistance what they took away a 

year ago. 

My resolution, Mr. Speaker, calls for a further show of 

concern on the minister's part. It asks the minister and his administration 

to set up our scale of Newfoundland's social assistance allowances, Sir, 

completely independent, Mr. Speaker, of the contributions of the 

federal family allowances instead of as is the present practice with 

the present administration, and that they not reach out, Sir, every 

time Ottawa gives an increase in the family allowances, into the pockets 

of the larger families and penalize them by cutting down provincially 

set allowances because of Ottawa's generosity, Hr. Speaker, to the 

children of this province. 

The introduction, Mr. Speaker, of such a practice by this 

Minister of Social Services that we see here before us today, aborts 

and thwarts the basic principles, Sir, behind both the federal family 

allowances and the federal,provincial social assistance programme. It 

ignores the fact, Sir, that the greater the size of the family, the 

greater the need. It ignores, Mr. Speaker, the humanitarian and 

social fact. Unless this need is met, children of such families, the 

large families, will face, Sir, insuperable odds in ever rising from 

welfare recipient status so that they and their offspring will 

perpetuate within our Newfoundland society a sub-culture and an 

indigenous third world of their own, 
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a living and lasting shame to this province. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Gerry KorJ:,a:f. 

Mr. Speaker, during the time that I ~as Minister of Social Services 

and Rehabilitation I presented, Sir, to a conference of welfare ministers of 

the Atlantic Province!'t,on t,Jo or three occasions, and later on, Sir, to the 

FederAl Minister of Health and Welfare, John '.Monroe, who was the minister at 

that time. a carefully worked out draft pronosal for introducing the guaranteed 

annual income in this province but four years ago, Mr. Sneaker, the mere 

mention of the guaranteed annual income was regarded as too revoluntary 

a steP. 

However, Sir, today the concent of the guaranteed annual income 

is finding greater acceptance and finding more and more support across Canada, 

Sir. A short time ago, Mr. Speaker, any maybe in my simplicity or in my wisdom 

I may have played a minor role in bringing this about. A ~hart time ago, 

Sir, the Government of Canada set up the machinery, as a matter of fact, it 

happened just abouT: t'he time that we were r:etting booted out of office- the 

r.overmnent of Canada set up the machinery, Sir, whereby the Provinces could 

carrv out a oilot project by imnlementing the puaranteed annual income, Sir, 

in a given area, of any nrovince that wished to apply, so that a close watch, 

Mr. Speaker, could be kent on the the effects of guaranteed annual income in 

that given area. The effects that it would have for instance on the "WOrking 

poor~ the effects that it would have on the morale of the people who are 

handicapped and unemploved through no fault of their o,m. In this guaranteed 

annual income, Sir, there would be a built in motivator for people to go to "WOrt. 

Some of the provinces. Mr. Sneaker, took advantage of this offer but 

unfortunately, Sir, our government,up to this moment, did not have the courage 

nor the foresight to submit an anplication in behalf of old age pensioners and 

our disabled veterans and widows, the sick and the handicanped, all of whom 

we are told by ti1e Economic r.ouncil of Canada are below the poverty level and 

struggling for existence in this province. nntarto did it, Sir, even though 

the guaranteed income plan in Ontario began with controversy RS we learned 

from the "Globe and 1-'ail" I th1nk it was, but it started, Sir. There is a 
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nilot oroject ~oing on ou.t in Manitoba. There is a nilot r,roject goini 

on in one or two other nrovinces tut not in poor old Newfoundland, Sir, 

where jt is ~e~P<I most. Not in Newfoundla~d , Sir , where according t o 

the last St atist ics C.anada Information , the averaie ner canita income 

in }!et.,foundland we AT!! told was $2 , 462.00. We \ifere second last, Sir, 

on the totem oole. We were only out done by Prince Edward Island. $2,462 . 00 

the averap.e r,er car,ita income in Newfoundland As of 1°72. So the minister 

may ar1:rie there is no need of a guaranteed annual income programme in 

Newfoundland. 

"r . !:neaker, I do not know if you can charge an administration or 

a m:lnister with ne~ligence,with dereliction of dutv. I wish you could , 

Sir , because if t here is ever a field - Ah! Kr. Spe.aker, I would be in jail 

all r:lp.ht . !'::I r, I have e,c!)osed myself to i,uhlic scrutiny for the last 

t hree years, Sir, for the last t hree years and you can have what you li~e 

there. You will 
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find no evidence whatsoever and if there was, Sir, do you not 

think that they would have me handcuffed long ago. They would 

have me taken out and shot. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible) • 

MR. NEARY: 'There is no evidence, Sir. There is absolutely no 

evidence of any wrongdoing. If the minister wants to get into 

wrongdoing, I will give him a few examples when we get over on the 

other side popping up every day all over this province. What 

about the bulldozer that was hijacked from the vocational school 

over on Bell Island? 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Stagg): Order please! 

I do not think I need to say anything else. 

The honourable member may continue with the matters that are relevant. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, unfortunately you cannot charge an 

administration nor a minister with dereliction of duty. If you 

could, Sir, they would all be locked up. They would all be put 

behind bars. If there is ever a field in this province, Sir, 

which they have neglected over the last three years, is the field 

of social assistance. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: "Oh, my God!" he says, ''Oh, my God!" Only for 

Uncle Ottawa up there, Sir, that they criticize so much -

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. NEARY: 

Uncle Ottawa got my money as well as everybody else's money. 

Oh, yes, sure you are paying the social assistance 

out of your own pocket. 

MR, MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: The minister, Sir, has been carried away by the 

arguments of the Canadian Manufactures Association. You know 

what they said when they came down here, Mr. Speaker. They said, 

"All Canada is lashing out too much money in social welfare." The 

minister takes that seriously. He employs a staff of C.I.A. agents , 
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the gestapo, to go around peeping in through keyholes to 

see if they can catch people chiselling on welfare and what 

do they do? They turn up seventy or eighty cases and they 

slap a few poor, old welfare recipients in the can, in jail. Thev are down 

there serving time now, Sir. 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. NEARY: 

They were robbing money belonging to the taxpayers. 

Robbing money belonging to the taxpayer my foot! 

For trying to feed their families! The minister has never been 

faced with that kind of a situation. 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. NEARY:_ 

The minister can tell you a few stories. 

Yes, go ahead, tell them. 

(Inaudible). 

Now they are down serving time, Sir. What good 

will that do, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. MURPHY: It will teach them a lesson. 

MR. NEARY: Ah! Teach them a lesson, Sir? Well, Mr. Speaker, 

this honourable crowd,who are trying to teach welfare recipients 

lessons, went up to Ottawa looking for a handout for Silver Anniversary 

booze parties. Fortunately, Sir, Ottawa did not give it to them. 

I will put the welfare recipient in jail for attempting that sort 

of thing. It is all right for this honourable crowd, though, to 

go up to Ottawa and say, "Give us some money so we can let Nutbeem 

loose ~round the province, having booze parties." 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Ah! Do not be so foolish. What they did, Sir, is 

that they put out a book of defence papers from 1939 to 1945, that 

is one time that old NIP over there got nipped in the bud. 

Mr. Speaker, before I come to this, could you tell 

me how much more time I have Sir? 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Stagg): The honourable member has five minutes. 
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MR. NEAR,Y: Mr. Speaker, the minister has concentrated practically 

his whole time in office on a continuous witc)l hunt. F.irst of 

all the administration set out to get the fomer minister. They 

could not get him, Now they have set out -

AN RON. ~!i;R: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: I am talking about myself. 

Now they have set out to get the recipients. Th.e. 

minister see.ms to have some kind of a grudge aga1.nst welfare 

recipients. Put t;hem all in jail; they are all chisellingl The 

Canadian Manufactures Association says so. The ministe.r is going 

to !)lease the Canadian Manufactures Association and not the 

ordinary people of this province. What the minister has to 

rem.elllber~ Sir, is that there i,.re 500,000 ordinary people in this 

province. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Ah, there is only a handful who have 111embership in 

the Canadian Manufactures Association, the minister's buddi~. 

But, Sir, even if we did have the guarante.ed annual income, I 

do not think it would make wealthy people out of us all. We need 

not be afraid of it, S:ir. There would still be ample opport.unity, 

Mr. Speaker, for the industrious and the 
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and the thrifty to make better use of their money and their 

abilities. If we did have the guaranteed annual income, Sir. 

the welfare officers, the social workers, would not be sitting 

down behind their desks now just writing out che<1ues. That was 

something I intended to change. The minister has not gotten 

around to that yet. Maybe Mr. Hollett has not told him about 

it. 

Get them out in the homes, Sir, where they can 

counsel peonle and show them how to use their monev. Show them 

how to spend their money. 

MR. MURPHY: Senior civil servant. -· ·- .. ----
MR. NEARY: ------- Yes, that senior civil servant. That poor old frightened -

I appointed that gentleman, by the way and I think he has a great 

AN 1!_0_!._ ~ER: Admiration for you. 

MR. NEARY: ------·--- Yes, Sir, I think he has a great admiration for me. I 

would never lower, I would never stoop -

MR'.'.. MU~HY: He is going to have you up for dinner at Christmas. 

MR. ~~RY: I would never lower myself to put the poor old frightened 

gentleman on television to try to sell my new social assistance 

programme. I never stooped that low when I was there. 

Mr. Sneaker, I am personally convinced that the best way 

of cutting the legs from under the monster that we know as poverty 

is throuRh the implementation, Sir, of a very carefully thoughout 

plan for the guaranteed annual income. I will milke a categorical 

statement here now, Sir, that the argument is not that we did more 

than you did or we are going to do more than they are doing when we 

get over there. That is no argument. Three years have gone by, the 

value of the dollar has gone down, the cost of living has gone up. My 

God! If you are not going to stand still, in three years vou would 

expect some movement, even if it is a bowel movement from the 

minister. God only knows they are racking up Ottawa so much these days 

that the next thing they will be accusing Ottawa of - not I had better 

not say it, Sir, it is not parliamentary - but I want to make this 

statement before I take my seat, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. MURPHY: 

If my part should form the next government -

Oh, God forbid: 

MR. NEARY: Of this province -

~HON~ MEMBER: And they will. 

MR. NEARY: And God willing, Sir, we will. If we are going to have 

an election in March, Sir, I would say that we will be the government 

the day after St. Patrick's Day. 

If my party forms the government, Sir, one of the top 

priorities of the Roberts Administration will be to phase in the 

guaranteed annual income. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible) 

AN HON. MEMBER: A rose by any other name. 

MR. NEARY: Phase in the guaranteed annual income, Sir, to cover the 

aged, to cover the blind and the disabled, the widow, the orphan, the 

crippled and try in some way to treat people like human beings and try 

to give them a decent standard of living which they do not have today. 

MR. SPEAKER (S~ The honourable Minister of Social Services: 

HON. ~.J.MURPHY (Minister of Social Services): Mr. Speaker, if I may 

I shall take just a few moments of the time of the House perllaps to 

say a few words on this programme. After listening to the Member for 

Bell Island -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. MURPHY: No. My thoughts have just not changed of that particular 

gentleman's ability to act as a member of this Rouse should ·act, and that 

is as a responsible, intelligent member of this Rouse who should speak to 

a point, to do it without perhaps dragging someone down into the mire 

with himself. 

To begin with, Sir, I was passed or offered this portfolio 

in December 1972 to succeed the honourable Member for St. John's East 

Extern, whom I would say - of all the jobs, all the positions that were 

passed to members of the newly elected government - the Member for 

St. John's East Extern had the tou11:hest. 

After the disgraceful, disgraceful conduct of the former 

minister, the Member for Bell Island, after a hearing (and I am going to 
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quote a few thin~s. Sir , because it is all relative to this 

discussion) it was the old story again, Sir, that I often tell 

about the man buying the barn. " No trouble to clean uo the outside 

it was the inside: to ~et clear of the offal and the offal was 

awful in this case. ·• 

This so-called honourable Member for Bell Island, the 

fomer Minister of Welfare, had brought (the Department of \~el fare 

as it then existed or Social Services and Rehabilitation) 
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The morale in that department was as low as low could be, the 

lowest of the low because of the actions and conduct of the 

member vho just spoke. In the five years immediately preceding, 

Sir, the take over by the Progressive Conservative Government, 

welfare clients had received exactly seven per cent increase in 

their rates - seven per cent in the five year period immediately 

preceding the take over of the Moores' Administration. 

When the Member for St. John's East (Extern) was 

appointed, Sir, he had been a member of the field force of the 

Department of Welfare as it was then known; a man, Sir, who had 

served in various areas of the province, who knew the needs of the 

people, who felt that no longer should welfare payments be geared 

to elections hut to the needs of the people, Sir. 

Previously, in an election time, there was always 

a five dollar increase in fuel or a three dollar increase in food 

or a two dollar increase in something else, Sir. 

When I was appointed, Sir, most of the spade work had 

been done, to establish a department that was worthy of the name of 

social assistance; not only handing out, Sir, cheques to people; 

not the old dole system we knew years ago. We tried to do away 

with the word "welfare",Sir, extinguish it completely. There was 

a long, hard look at what had happened under the previous administration, 

Sir. It was proven beyond any doubt that the great majority of 

people who had, through no fault of their own, to seek government 

assistance, Sir, were literally being starved to death. That 

was under this great gentleman you just heard shooting off his mouth 

over there. 

Mr. Speaker, there were some changes made in the 

few short months when my colleague,the former minister,was in power. 

Then there began the series of looking at, examining just what the 

situation was in this little province of ours. 
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This little province, Sir, where , as 1 said, 

three weeks a~o in Ottawa , where our food dollar is only worth 

ninety-four cents as compared with Halifax, just on our doorstep, 

not the great Alberta, not the great Ontario but Halifax . ln other 

words, every dollar we gave, Sir, to a welfare client or any dollar 

we spent ourselves, whether we were on wages or not, could only 

buy ninety-four cents worth of food. That has been proven. The 

statistics are t here. We made a complete review, Sir, of the 

whole situation bearing in mind that criticism, and unjust i n 

many cases, - this Department of Social Services as it now is 

and the Department of Welfare as i t was receives from the public 

at large. At the present time , Sir , there are two tra·ins of thought 

when we talk of welfare in this province: (1) The people who 

receive the benefits and they are convinced without doubt that 

all the minister, his department and his officers are tryini to 

do is starve them to death. They are convinced without doubt that 

this is a natural fact . 

Hr. Speaker, on the other side we have the taxpayer, 

l mean the man who is working and luckily has a job , a steady job 

to do o r perhaps earns enough to maintain himself without 

7572 



December 4, 1974, Tape 1885, Page 1 -- apb 

having to go to his welfare officer. Sir, he is just as much 

convinced that we are giving all these lazy good-for-nothings, 

as they term them, handouts. There is no middle road at all as I 

have found the past two years. No middle road. When you are 

trying to look after these 58,000 people - or is it 55,000? - I 

have the figures there, who through no fault of their own, Sir, 

in the many, many, many, many, and the great majority of cases 

must be helped by someone. Thev must be helped by someone they 

cannot help themselves. Whether they are disabled, unable to 

work through illness or unfortunate enough not to be able to find 

productive work, they must be helped. 

I think the greatest virtue that we have of the three 

virtues. · is Charity. Helping these people, Sir, has to be the first 

demand on this House of Assembly, on this government. To help people 

who cannot help themselves. We can talk about industrial development, 

we can talk about paving roads, we can talk about the fishery, we 

can talk about any one of a thousand things, Sir, but when this 

government came to grips with our problems and I wish to thank again 

the Premier of this Province for his kindness, his understanding and 

his hwnanity as well as the rest of this government - we said: 

" Something must be done." 

These people must be helped notwithstanding, Sir, notwith

standing their being used for political purposes at tied election 

times. That is why, Sir, this progranune was unveiled last year. 

Reference has been made, Sir, to my Deputy Minister, Mr. Hollett which 

I greatly resent. A man of his integrity, his service to this province 

and this government to be used for political purposes. I will say 

this, Sir, it was entirely the opposite thing. I was the one as 

minister who wanted to make this statement. I was the one who wanted 

to go on. Someone, whe.ther they were wise or foolish, said; "No, let 

us make this as nonpolitical as we possibly can.'' 

I am sure -

AN HON. MEMBER: What a joke: 

MR. MURPHY: It might be a joke. It might be a joke but I am sure that 
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my makin~ that announcement could have gotten a heck of a lot more 

political mileage out of it than a civil servant who has no 

political ties, as far as I am concerned, at all. I think that 

stands to reason. 

AN HON. MEMRF.R: Contemplating more personalities? 

MR. MURPHY: All kinds. All kinds. ----· ---
What was this all about, Sir? What was it all about? It 

was to bring people from the depths of despair that they were olunged 

into with the previous administration to at least some ray of sunshine. 

But we said this; "The goal of this new reform, Sir, is to create 

through increased social assistance benefits and family allowances an 

income maintenance standard which will provide an adequate standard 

of living for the needy of the province.'' That was the basic one, 

Sir, we had to have this principle tied to it and embedded in 

it, that it is always ~ore beneficial to work than it is to stay home 

and live from welfare. One of the greatest criticisms we P,Ot, Sir. 

That is why this programme was tied to the minimum wage. To do that 

we had to look over the whole programme. We had to look at the 

single person and it is not single in the sense, it could be a widow, 

single and living alone, who were receiving ninety-five dollars a 

month. Ninety-five dollars a month for one person. We brought it uo 

to one hundred and forty-five dollars, Sir. 

Two oersons we brou~t up to two hundred dollars and we 

went on from there. But, there reached a point in that line, Sir, 

where when we received seven children, we came to that point, if we 

kept the benefits increasing it would be more porfitable to stay home 

and not work because you exceeded the minimum wage. 

I do not know what the members opposite feel. Should the 

welfare benefits be greater than work benefits or not? If it is 

their philosophy I would like to see them fight an election. This 

was our feeling, Sir. At the same time the Government of Canada 

through a verv, very enlightened programme of family allowances, under 

one of the finest men I have ever had the pleasure to deal with, the 

honourable Marc LaLonde, the Minister of Heal th and Welfare, 
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produced a plan where more monies would go into the larger families 

through family allowances but in future the familv allowances would 

be taxable income, not by the provincial government but by the 

federal government. 

We arrived at a stage,just to give a simple illustration, 

where a family with two adults plus seven children receives a cheque 

of three hundred and twentv dollars a month from our government, 

from our people. In addition to that thev will get from Ottawa a 

cheque for one hundred and forty dollars a month in family allowances. 

That is a total of four hundred and sixty dollars. 

Let us not stop there, Mr. Speaker, Let us go on. The 

great majority of people in this province on social welfare or 

social assistance are living in rented homes. Who pays the rent? The 

people of this province. The taxpayers. Up to one hundred and seventy

five dollars a month, another great social increase on the Part of our 

government. 

So all right'. We have three hundred and twenty dollars 

plus one hundred and forty dollars which is four hundred and sixty 

dollars plus, and we will use the medium, one hundred and fifty dollars 

a month. That is six hundred and ter dollars olus, nlus orescription 

drugs absolutely free to all these people on social assistance, 

Prescription drugs: We cannot arrive at a cost, Sir, 

because with some families, particularly large families it could run 

to twenty-five or thirty dollars a month. At twenty dollars a month 

that would give us six hundred and thirty dollars a month income going 

into the homes. I am not saying that it is all from the provincial 

government but it is "dollars" wherever it comes from, Sir. 

Whether you work on Water Street, the Avalon Mall or the 

K.=_Mart, that dollar still has the same value no matter who signs the 

cheques. This is what we have to look at. I figured this out, Sir, 

and I took some cases - not all cases now, I am not trying to gild 

the lilly - many cases where people on social assistance in this 

province with their monthly cheque from government, with their family 

allowance, with their rent allowance and with their drug allowance 
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would be, if social assistance were taxable,paying income tax, 

Sir, of $400 a year. As a matter of fact (Perhaps, I should not 

say this) some of the junior clerks in this building, with the 

same income, would have to pay $400. Now where do you start and 

where do you stop? That is what we have to look at. We have to 

temper one thing with the other, Compassion, our government is 

full of it, Sir. We are most compassionate, most compassionate 

for these people. 

We realize it, Sir, and perhaps as an outcome 

of this famous or infamous document entitled: "Report Of The 

Commission Of Enquiry Into Certain Matters Pertaining To Welfare," 

we said, "Let us have a lc;,ng, hard look." Should we continue, Sir, 

to supply beer, coloured televisions, bikes, you name it what 

was given out; lamp holders, tiolet plungers, blankets, batteries, 

tires, paint, oil ranges, mattresses, hockey sticks, beds, flashlights, 

canvas, shirts, extension cords, television lamps, davenports, cabinets 

toasters, pole lamps, clocks, radios, televisions. These are some 

of the things, Sir. These are only a few of the items. Everybody 

has this report. Read it! Read it and see what it can do 

to any department or to any taxpayer of this province, Sir. One 

quarter million dollars approximately, Sir, was spent on Bell Island 

in the fall of 1971 and what did the commissioner say, a judge of 

the Supreme Court? I will paraphrase it. 

"It was rather peculiar that it was immediately 

preceding an election in an election year." 

I would say this, Sir, that the Member for Be:1:1 Island 

had the largest campaign fund in the history of Canada at any time, 

one quarter of a million dollars. I will say that, Sir, here. This 

is what our department must deal with, these things happening. A 

minister of the crown takes an oath to do to the best of his ability, 
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to carry out the duties, Sir, as la.id out, in what he is supposed 

to do. We have all the dep,art:lllents here, Sir, set up wi.th 

permanent civil servants. We are here today and possibly gone 

t01J10rrow. The permanent civil servant, Sir, is a man who is 

dedicated to his job in a $reat many cas,es, (I am talking about 

the senior officials) and who ha'Ve given their lifetime, S·ir, 

to working for this government of ours. 

Dare I do this? "The pressures on the Bell Ii;ilend 

office, through the volume of applications and through ~he 

institution of the minister's system of communication,resulted 

ins more beneficial interpretation of regulations and the 

Teconaidered cases wet-e such that they would not have occurred 

if the welfare officers had been proceeding under the normal 

rules and procedures of that departuient." 
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That is one ,of the slight criticisms for any minister of this government 

and I do not ii;jve a darn who he is, Sir, would dare to say that ~•e cannot 

do what Section (a) says but I will add another section to it, so that 

I can heln my people in St. John's Centre or any other part of this 

nrovince, Sir. I will sav he is not true to the trust that is heing 

nlaced in him. 

Anybody who reads this here - in no case does any official anpear 

to have ta~en independent steps to ascertain the exact situation existing 

on Rell Island, although your commission are satisfied that during the 

fiscal vear in question, especially with th" Rtae:gPr:fn<> 1ncr"""'" in thP 

amount of assistance bein.11: granted in relation to previous years -Sir. 

This is the next vear. I am talking ahout. 

The matter cried out for particular attention. Why the reason 

for this reluctance hy these officials can p£rhaps be understood in light 

of the minister's direct involvement, in many of the applications. Never

theless your commission waia satisfied that their failure to tal<-.e initiatives 

can only have contrihuted to the continuation of the situation on Rell 

Island. Why, Sir? Because their boss, the boss said, "Do away with the 

red tape. Do not go to that old son of a B. across the hall who is the 

deputy minister, do not go to him, I am tell:lng you to do it." I wonder 

jg there any minister that we have had - men on the other side have been 

ministers - I wonder if .,nv'-c,rlv. any minister could speak un and say to me 

now that thev I•nul c' be acting properly to tell any officials of the department 

'Ignore your deputv minister. Ignore him comnletelv he is an old son of a 

B. '' Thev were the actual words URed. Hy· passing the deputy minister of 

the denartment, Mr. Neary ~new that he was in fact usurping the office, in 

other words, taking over not only as minister but the deputy minister who is 

the permanent head of thst department, and I dare anyhodv to disaii;ree with 

that, Sir. And in so doing he interferred with the proPer function of the 

denartment in this respect as well. The prooer function of the department, 

Phat is nroner and i,,hat is not proper. What is proper - ff- you act improper 

T do not give a darn. you should not remain, not only as minister on this 

account but a member of this House, Sir, because improper conduct crys out 
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for a cure. 

The same man the other day stood up here and asked about vandalism, 

Are we going to do something about it? Pictures published in the papers, Sir, 

and this same man there had people beating down walls with ashtrays and 

everything else. Is that vandalism? Come on! Who are we fooling, Mr. 

Speaker? Who are we fooling? Direction, Sir. Direction comes from within. 

We have responsibilities.Not only to the people for St. John's Centre, must 

I stand here, Sir, but I must look after the welfare of all of the people 

in this province. He accuses me of being out politicing or whatever he likes 

in Grand Falls. I will go anywhere, Sir, that the people want but I go to 

tell the truth, Sir, to do away with some of the stuff that is being done 

to my department and to me as an individual by that man over there,who should 

he there now, and others I will not name because they are not fit to name 

in this nrovince, who come in here from outside. What are the backgrounds of 

these neople? Would someone care to check. I did. I checked where they 

came from. When anybody accuses me, Sir, of using the people of this nrovince, 

the poor peonle of this province for political purposes here, it is an 

absolute lie, Sir. It is an absolute lie. 

If as Mr. Neary has stated he was determined to cut through the 

red tane in the denartment then it was incumbent unon him to institute a 

revision of the procedures in the department, thus expediting assistance 

to all welfare recipients on P general uniform basis and not merely to those, 

and listen to this, and . not merely to those who happen to live in a particular 

area. What was the narticular area? Can anybody guess what the particular 

area was? His own constituency, Sir. He w~s feathP~inP his ne~t fnT the 

event that was to take place in a few years. I will make that charge, Sir, 

and stand behind it. 
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I will make that charge. And then he has the gall to stand up there 

and say I was a critic. The man is condemned and if he had any guts, 

Sir, he would resign his seat in this House and I say that he should 

not have to be kicked out. 

If anybody said things about me that a judge of the courts 

said about this gentleman, Sir, I would crawl into a hole and haul my 

legs in after me and pass away. Yet the likes of that gets up and 

criticizes people. I am amazed. I am really shocked to think that 

this House of Assembly, Sir, has reached that stage. 

The Premier in his speech the other day referred to the 

gentleman as 'Three Per Cent Neary'. I said, afterwards, 'Sir, it is a 

bit more serious than that. Twenty-four people voted for that gentleman:' 

With all the millions we spent on education, twenty-four people in this 

province still voted for that member. After this report, there should 

be a royal commission into education. 

You know, you get clobbered. You cannot do right, Sir. 

You cannot do right. I stood up here in the House and I said, "This 

is a proud moment", and it was a proud moment, Sir, because under 

the new programme, social assistance will continue to be pegged to the 

cost of living, continue, not only because someone said it is electio~ 

year. I do not know if there is an election in 1976 and I do not give 

a darn• I will invite the whole lot of you over there to come down 

to St. John's Centre to run against me - not one of you, the whole works -

after our accomplishments for the past two years, Sir, not mine but this 

governments, Sir, At the same time we increased the minimum wage level which 

will make work more attractive. 

They will talk about social advances, Sir. They do not know 

what they are talking about. Then they talk about other things I will 

not go into now, Sir. I might have a chat later on on dome of the 

things happening, this gerrymandering in this province and all the rest 

of it. 

There we are, Sir. I will say that nowhere, no other province 

of Canada, are the people happier with what they are receiving than here 

in this provincr of Newfoundland. You look at some programmes, Sir, the 

dollar value is higher but let us not forget, Sir, that they include rent 
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in their basic amount. They include drug care in their basic amount, 

the cost of prescription drugs. We do not, Sir. S0111eone has' said, 

"What about the increase in rents?" If t;he rents increase, Sir, there 

will be a separate check paid that has nothing whatever to do with 

the basic payment that these people receive, not a thing in the world. 

We will get criticism, Sir, absolutely we will. 

S.ome letters were read there. Give ui; the full story c,f these 

letters. Any honourable gentleman - I say this in this Houae, Sir - that 

has had any problE!f!I or has a problem with their clients, I think they 

get twenty-four hour service t,o the best of our ability. I do not know 

if anybody will deny that or not. 

The past year we have done the best that we could d.o to 

provide information for the meiqhers. First of all, it was cleared up 

down there. I did not institute it, it was down there. Mr. Baldwin 

who is doing a tremendous job is third party looking after members and 

what not. A few months ago - I do not know the month ~actly - I is.sued 

another letter to all these members, the forty-two, all the M.P. 's, senators, 

anybody concerned, and said, ''In future ., we would like you to go to the 

nearest welfare officer and get the information as quick as you can." 

We thought this was 
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a little something. One letter I got thanking me, thankin~ the department 

for the courtesy shown their cJients - one letter, Senator Ches. Carter, 

one letter. My darling fellow if something had to go awry somewhere 

along the way, I would get more than one letter and one phone call about 

what we are trying to do to the poor people. 

We have problems, Sir, we have problems, not all our doing. We 

are only here something over two years - a lot of problems, perhaps the 

worse, Sir, is the terrible condition of housing in this Province, terrible 

condition. For the six months past, just to give us some idea, Sir, we 

have handled some 1,200 cases, Sir, of repairs to houses, from the Battery 

Sir, to Nain, if you like, in Labrador, repairs to houses. In October 

alone, 297 cases were looked after by our department in various areas 

of this Province, Sir, 297 cases for a total of $89,000. That is the 

next big social step that has to be taken, Sir, is housing in this Province. 

The Minister of Finance now, the former Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing and the new minister share my concern, Sir. We know that people 

are livinp in homes that should be condemned but in heavens name what do 

we do with them. Where do we get the homes? Where does the money come 

from? Someone will send in a petition tomorrow that there should be $100 

spent on a road in Bumble Bee Bight and everybody on the other side rushing 

"Yes, spend that, they should have that." We all know they should have 

that. We are not stupid. I was in the House as I said for ten years on 

the other side. They were coming in, the same petitions that this govern

ment is gettinp today, Sir, welfare and everything else. 

There is one thing that I will say, when I was in opposition and 

anybody who wants to check Hansard, at estimate time, Sir, when the welfare 

estimates were all read, I was man enough to stand up, Sir and say what a 

problem the government was having and to congratulate the welfare officers, 

Sir, these men out in the front line who are criticized, scandalized, 

abused because they are trying to do their job right, Sir. If I am being 

political, Sir, would I not say to the first person to come in, ''Your 

entitlement is only $300 but look there is an election next month. I am 

going to give you an extra twenty." There is no trouble to say that, no 
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trouble to say it. But if we are to be a government, Sir, a government that 

is really worth being a government, we have to set standards, Sir, and abide 

by them. We cannot discriminate. When we took over there were two rates, 

Sir, in the Department of Social Assistance. There were long term and 

short term. The long term rate, Sir, I think most people know was designed 

for people through illness or further reasons could not work. They were 

called long term and they got "X" per cent more than the short term. 

I looked at the thing, Sir, with my officials and I said, "I do not 

agree with this." Here is a man here, disabled with five children and a 

wife, he gets, say, $200 a month; another man here, Sir, who has worked 

his guts out, if you would like to say, in the lumber woods, he gets laid 

off. He needs help. We do not give hil!I $200, Sir. We give him $180. 

Why? Is not his wife and children, Sir, as much entitled to live com

fortably as best the dollar can offer as well as the other man, Sir, or 

should I say to this man, "Go out and let a truck hit you, Sir, and come 

back and vou will get another ten per cent increase." Can we be fair 

because built into that, Sir, the long term man had his own benefits. 

When I was down in Harbour Breton for that famous election, Sir, this 

lady came over to me and she said, "Look, I have to go into Grand Falls 

hospital," - actually it was here husband. His wife had to go in. He 

had to get an ambulance - $125, Sir. He was working in the fish plant. 

I tryed every way I could, Sir, to make him eligible so that we could pay 

that money for him but unfortunately his income was too high. Across 

the street, Sir, was a welfare client, went up twice a month, I think 

to Grand Falls and all the way was paid. 

So when an honourable member stands up on the floor of this House, 

Sir, and accuses us of not doing this for someone and not doing something 

else, some letters ·pere read, Sir, what is the story. I was in Grand Falls 

yesterday, Sir. I was on two open line programmes: 
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because I want to go on these things, Sir, as I said, to set 

the people right, to dispel! from their minds the venom that was 

spewed ln this House, Sir, by the Leader of the Opposition the 

other day, (too little, too late, God help us Almighty) who sat 

there twiddling his thumbs - the same person we are giving $150 

to was getting $95, five years with a seven per cent increase, 

two years over double the rate, Sir, and someone says, too little, 

too late. No wonder you want us to get him out of the way. 

He does nothing but read and what else? There is something else. 

To me, it is too important, Sir, - I am behind 

a closed door. I will guarantee that gentleman over there, if 

he is a gentleman, that I do not operate behind closed doors. 

I answer more phone calls and return more phone calls than anybody 

in this building or any other building at any time, Sir. Anybody 

who says that they cannot get in touch with me is because the phone 

calls are stacked up ahead of them. If they will leave a rumber, 

Sir, I will get back to them. Any member here who phones me about 

anything, I will ask them to deny it if I am wrong, I have always 

done, to the best of my ability, to give the service to their 

clients. When we acknowledge a letter, Sir, in our department, 

there is no politics. We have had a request from your member the 

honourable so and so and so and so; copies of that letter have 

gone to every member of this House, every honourable member • "Neary" 

does not get one. I throw his in the wastepaper basket. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

HR. MURPHY: It is not parliamentary. I will take it back, Sir, 

but I got it in anyhow. 

When we read this resolution and we talk about this -

to give you some statistics on this, Sir, you would not know but half 

of Newfoundland was literally starving to death. We looked at the 

whole thing. Where do you cut off? As I said, we must cut off here 
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because the welfare line crosses the minimum wage line. We must 

stop here. That is two plus seven. We looked at the statistics, 

Sir, ninety per cent (90%) of the people on social assistance 

received raises ranging from ten to thirty-five per cent. Four 

per cent remained as they were just about. Six per cent, Sir, 

were over that line and consequently, their welfare cheque was as 

high as it was formerly. We increased the rental allowance, Sir. 

Here we had a case, Sir, and I had one of my own 

constituents, through no fault of his own, a comparatively young man 

in his fifties, who had bought a house, who was working faithfully, 

putting, I think, eighty dollars a month on that house, on the mortgage 

Next door to him was a client in a rental house, (We were paying and 

I say, we, the government. We were not in government at the time. 

We are the people, we are all paying these bills.) who was paying 

something like $120 a month rent, Sir, for the family next door. 

That young man was committed to eighty dollars a month; Sir. Under 

the previous administration, Sir, the rule was we will pay interest 

up to fifty dollars a month. 

Now we are going to one hundred dollars a month 

or more to pay not only the interest, Sir, but to help that man 

who, through no fault of his own, an industrious working man, was 

struck down and could not continue his payments, Sir, and we feel 

rightly or wrongly, Sir, that that man is as much entitled to 

have a mortage paid as this man next door for whom we are paying rent. 

We may be all wet; it may be a long philosophy, 

Work incentives, Sir, let us come to that. There 

was something like th~ first thirty dollars you could keep if you 

earned it. We looked at the statistics, Sir. We had an awful lot 

of people earning thirty dollars and then quit Now how you can 

arrange a workable work incentive, I do not say it is perfect. We 

had a long, hard look at it, 
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Sir, and we said this, "You can earn up to $200 a month, half of which 

goes in your pocket, the other half is deductible from your welfare 

or you social allowance check." Now, they can earn up to $200 a month. 

So, there is one statistic that amazed me. We had 1,047 

chronic welfare recipients, 1,047 due to an awful lot of reasons. One 

perhaps was the guy that we see down around water street, the guy who 

likes the few nips who is, chronic, visits regularly as regularly as the 

clock, 1,047 of these, Sir. 

We set up our new special projects and employment opportunities 

grew. Thank God - I can say this - we have approximately 460 today. There 

are still some. You cannot drive these people to work, Sir. They must 

be led. Work for those who can, Sir, should always be our main aim. 

We talk about prosecutions. Good enough. You go into any store, they 

will ask you your name. You give them false informtion, Sir, what 

happens to you? When they catch up with you, you get the full extent 

of the law. 

You go into the welfare office, we know your name, you are 

registered there. Have you had any earnings? "Oh, no I am not working, 

no earnings." We knew this was going on, that people were earning money, 

Sir, hundreds of people literally. It was not out of my pocket. I think 

the member for Bell Island said that. I was not paying it. I am darn 

well not paying it. It is the taxpayer of this province who is paying 

it. So , someone comes in. We have had them as high as $5,000 obtained 

und~r false pretenses. 

According to the member for Bell Island, throw a party for 

him. He is a wonderful fellow, grand. Do not prosecute him, Why 

prosecute that poor fellow? The taxpayers are good for it. Encourage 

everybody to do it. We have had seventy odd convictions, Sir, under 

that, In addition to that, Sir, we have had hundreds of other ca1es, 

people, mostly older people who tell our welfare officer, they did 

not understand just what was meant by this, that and the other thing. 

They did not know that this wa1 income or that was income, thie peneion 

check or that. We accepted that, Sir, from the• e people and we •aid, "Good 
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enough, you have got the money. You got it illegally" - if I can use 

the term illegal if they say they did not know what the law was. But 

I think there is an old saying, '' Ignorance of the law is no excuse." 

HR. ROBERTS: Rule law. 

MR. MURPHY: It is the rule law is it. There is a brilliant fellow. 

So, alright, what do we do with these people? We say, 

alright there will be no court conviction. You just pay back x dollars 

a month of what you have received. It is not the welfare officers money 

again, it belongs to the people of this province, the whole 514,000 

or 515,000 who pay taxes one way or another. That is whose money it is. 

MR .. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I just want to interrupt the honourable member to remind 

the House that there is approximately two or three minutes left. 

MR. MURPHY: Two minutes left. 

MR. SPEAKER: Two or three minutes. 

MR. MURPHY: Okay. What do we get? Forty-five minutes is it? 

A.~ HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. MURPHY: Really I do not remember. 

you know. 

I do not know if I apply to this, 

MR. ROBERTS: The rule says forty-five minutes for everybody. 

MR. MURPHY: Is it? I would like to thank the member, Sir. It is 

the most constructive thing they have done in the House this year. 

MR. ROBERTS: Can we quote you on that? 

MR. MURPHY: Quote me on that, yes. I would like recolllDlended reading -

I do not know if they could get a smaller copy of this for this great 

crusader, this man who despises vandalism, who is against this government 

for doing acts that he does not agree with, he thinks are not right, 
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not moral, morallv wrong. No principle. That man who is on his feet 

P.verv day hanging ur, the Hou!'le for fifteen or twenty minutes instead of 

doing the husiness of the nrovince. Thil'l !'lame man, Sir, who, I do not 

know how much he pays hut he has certainly got access to all radios 

no matter uhat he has got to say • 

.Just to conclude, Sir. in just about one minute - this is the 

last reading I will p.ive as to the means of controlling improper 

interference by a minister, similar to that found to have occurred in 

relation to Bell Island. There is no simple solution, under our system 

of government.It is impossible to effectively circumscribe by rule and 

regulation the actions of nersons at the apex of the T>yramid of aut!,or:l.ty• 

In other ~,ords, the elected member who is at the very top of that pyramid. 

The actions of these nersons can only be effectively governed, Sir, 

effectively governed or controlled by their own integrity. 

So. I hone, Sir, that I have done some little - I have a lot of 

material here, unfortunatelv I am limited to forty-five minutes but some 

other time I may get a chance, Sir, to tell the people an.d I hope it goes 

out to the neonle of the r,rovince,no~ only to the few in the House today. 

just what our attitude is on social assistance and how we have tried to 

cope with it to the best of our ahility so that the unfortunate people, Sir, 

will 11;et the most benefit from our welfare dollar. Thank you, very much. 

HR, SPEAKER: The honourable Member for St. Barbe North. 

HR, F. B. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, the honourable minister has that scale over 

there, the •~-fnister of Social Services. The Minister of Social Services, Sir, 

do you have that scale? 

HON. l!F.1-!BF.RS: Tnaudihle. 

MR. "• llNTF. : •~r . Speaker, the Minister of Social Services missed the point 

of the motion comnletely, in his speech. I assume that he is not going to 

vote for that particular motion. I, for one~ and I am sure my other colleagues w-J]1 

be voting in favour of this nart~cular motion but the minister missed the point 

of the motion completelv. nohody in fact up to this point has referred to the 

motion, well . Sir, Twill do that. 
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~lHEREAS the new Social Assistance Vrogramme in its diversion 

of federal funds discriminates against larger families: - WHERF..AS 

the minister did not refer to that WHEREAS whatsoever. He did not 

answer that question. 

"WHERFAS the new Social Assistance ~rogranune in its diversion 

of Federal funds discriminates against larger families; - the minister 

did not disprove that particular point nor did he refer to it. 

WHERF.AS ·such action was never comtemplated ~y the Federal 

nepartment of National Health and Welfare when it instituted its new 

family allowance plan: and 

WHEREAS this is causing actual hardship to parents in their struggle 

to cope with the rising cost of living: and 

WHEREAS this l'olicy h: depriving the children of larger families of 

equal educational opportunities and eoual preparation for their future roles 

in our society and economy: the minister did not refer to that point at all 

Mr. Speaker. He did not refer to it at all or disprove that particular point. 

NOW THEREFORF. 'BF. IT Vl'.'.SOLVED: That the "Minister of Social Services 

be instructed hy this Honourable House to draw un a programme of social assistance 

benefits completely (now these are the key words, ?-Ir. Speaker) independent 

of the Federal family allowance plan (this is the puroose of the motion) 

to draw up a programme of social assistance benefits CO!!\pletely independent 

of the Federal family allowance plan and based on our traditional, long-ti.me, 

humane nrincinle of providing benefits proportioned directlv to the size of 

the family. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I find it unhelievable and I just cannot comprehend 

how a minister can speak to a motion and not rPfer to the particular items in 

the motion, defend them or othen~ise. Instead of that, Mr. Speaker, what 

the Hon. Minister of Social Services did was to draw a great red herring 

across the floor of this Rouse of Assembly, to use an old legal tactic, wi.th 

all due respect to learned members of this House, to use an old 
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legal tactic of trying to discredit the integrity of the man who was 

trying to make the point or make the motion. He tried to do that, 

Sir, bv quoting from the Mifflin Report. The Mifflin Report speaks 

for itself, Mr. Speaker. 

The honourable Member for Bell Island has no need to 

resign, he is not going to resign, he has not been asked to resign 

and he will not resign, His integrity is intact, Sir. But the 

honourable Minister of Social services lowered himself in this debate. 

Lowered himself, Mr. Speaker. Instead of speaking to the motion he 

drags in the great red herring of the Mifflin Report and takes a low 

cut, a punch below the belt by trying to question the integrity of 

the Member for Bell Island. 

I was tempted, Mr. Speaker, on a number of occasions to 

rise on a point of order and I quite honestly and respectfully was 

surprised that Your Honour (Well, Your Honour was not in the Chair at 

the time) that Mr. Speaker did not rise on some occasions to bring 

the honourable Minister of Social Services to order for questioning the 

integrity of the Member for Bell Island. 

But, Sir, the point is that we are asking the honourable 

House to draw up a programme of social assistance benefits completely 

independent of family allowance programmes. The minister, Sir, takes 

great pride in this red and blue brochure that was sent all over the 

province: "A new social assistance programme, January 1974. Welfare 

no longer more profitable than work. Need the only criteria. 

Incentives to work." 

In that brochure, Sir, the honourable minister lists off the 

following: ''Social assistance programme, and they at least put in, 'plus 

family allowance' but they say one adult $145.00: one adult one child 

$200,00; one plus two $235; one plus three $270,00; one plus four $305.00: 

one plus five $304,00 and we go right up to ten, one plus ten $520.00. 

Sir, the fact of the matter is that I cannot call this brochure 

in itself a deception because the heading there says family allowances. 

But the fact of the matter is that the people of this province receive 



December 4, 1974, Tape 1893, Page 2 -- apb 

their cheques, they receive their money an.d it is not very difficult 

for a lot of people with the various social assistance progrmnmes, 

the U.I.C.programme artd the various other provincial, federal and 

sometimes the combination thereof, of the various i,rogrammes in this 

province involving payment or assistance or grants or loans, it is 

not surpriainp: that people will lose sight of the fact th4t these 

stated dollars of $200.00; $335.00; $270.00 and what have you 

include the family allowance.. This is the basis uport which the 

111inister talc.es great pride in stating the percentage increase that 

they have ins.titute.d since this px:esent administration took over. 

If you took out the family allowance you would have an 

entirely different story with respect to social as1:1istance, 

particularly for large families. lf we talce, for example, twt> plu11 

seven, two adults plus seven children; according to the minister 

the assistance if four hundred and sixty dollars. If you tak,e out 

the family allowance the assistance is three hundred and twenty dollars. 

In the old days for two plus seven, it was three hund·red' 

and twenty-five dollars. In fact, the amount that the provincial 

government 
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has paid to a two plus seven family is minus five dollars. The minister 

stands in his place and takes credit for this or should take credit or 

should admit the truth anyway. The amount that this administration 

has contributed to a family of two adults plus seven children is five dollars 

less than the amount that was contributed by the previous administration. 

I am saying it again, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, for two plus six according to the honourable 

minister, the amount is $420. If you take away the family allowance 

programme or family allowance payments, you have $300. This was 

exactly the same as it was before. So, I do not know what all the 

ranting and raving is about because the motion, Sir, is specifically 

related to the first;whereas here, "The New Social Assistance Programme 

in its diversion of federal funds discriminates against larger families." 

That is what we are talking about. 

We are not talking about percentage increases when you include 

the family allowances. By the way, Mr. Speaker, we might add here that 

fifty per cent as it was, of course, under the previous administration, 

fifty per cent of the social services payments in this province come 

from the federal government. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. -- --
_l!R, F. ROWE: From the people, that is right, Mr. Speaker. Oksy. 

In other words, the minister would not mind admitting that. Mr. Speaker, 

would you bring the honourable minister to order, that arrogant - well, 

I will not be unparliamentary - the arrogant minister. I will sillply 

call him that. 

This is what the whole point is about, Mr. Speaker. The 

motion refers to discrimination against the larger families. If we 

look at this scale here, we see that - and there is nothing against this -

we see that proportionately speaking the smaller families get the greatest 

increase in social service payments, the smaller families. What 

we are concerned about are the larger families. It is as simple as 

that, Mr. Speaker. We are asking for a programme that is independent 

from and separate from the family allowance programme in Ottawa. 

Now, while speaking to this particular motion, Mr. Speaker, 
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I might make a suggestion, a couple of suggestions to the minister 

and ask him to consider it in the achdnistration of his department. 

The minister said that he is going to institute a programme of indexing 

the social service payments in order to keep in line with the increased 

cost of living, I believe. Now, this is what I was going to as.k ,the 

minister, is this in fact going to be done on a quarterly basis or are 

we going to have periodic announcements of increases in social services 

at the will of the minhter 1 It is a question that I would ask the 

minister. Has it been formalizedr Are we goii!,g to have indexing on 

a quarterly basis? 

MR. MURPIIY: I really do not know. If the computer can do it for 

us, we will do it. No sweat there. 

_MR. F. ROWE: Wen; I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that it is a 

reasonable thing to do. It is a logical thing to do. It is what 

Ottawa is doing with respect to their various social servic.e programmes. 

MR. MURPllY: Inaudible. 

MR. F. ROWE : Mr. Speaker, it is a sensible suggestion. I do not 

know why the minister has to become so arrogant once again. We did 

the minister the courtesy, Mr. Speaker, of keeping our mouths closed 
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while he was speaking and I would ask for the same courtesy from 

the minister at the present time, and I would ask Your Honour 

to rule on it. 

MR. THOMS: He does not want to extend you the courtesy. 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Stagg): Order please! 

I think we heard the Hon. Member for St. Barbe 

North ask the Minister of Social Services a question. He was 

in the process of answerin~. I presume he had the liberty to 

answer. Is the honourable member now asking that he be heard 

in silence? 

MR. F. B . ROWE : Mr. Speaker, yes I am certainly asking that 

I be heard in silence. I would expect an answer from the 

minister and I would expect the minister to stand up when he 

is answering the question and sit down when he is finished answering 

the question and to shut up when he sits down. 

MR. SPEAKER: I would respectfully suggest to the Hon. Member 

for St. Barbe North that when a speaker is on his feet, the 

honourable member has no right to speak. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! 

It is a provocative motion that we are discussing. 

Honourable members are reminded that every one has the right 

to speak. If someone, who has already spoken, is given the 

right to speak again, I suggest that that once given be not taken 

away so that the person has the right to answer. 

MR. F. B. ROWE: With all due respect, Mr. Speaker, I cannot quite 

understand what that -

MR. MURPHY: 

and -

I did not, Sir, because he had already spoken in the debate 

MR. F. B. ROWE: Is the minister asking a question? 

MR. MURPHY: I do not know where I stand now. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible). 
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MR. F. B. ROWE: That is the problem with the minister, Mr. Speaker, 

he does not know where he kas been standing for the past two and 

one-half years. 

MR. MURPHY: That a boy! 

MR. F, B. ROWE: Now, Mr. Speaker, I sincerely requested the 

minister if he would give some consideration to indexing on 

a quarterly basis. The minister has agreed to adjust that. 

There is another problem that has cropped up in my travelling 

throughout the district, Mr. Speaker, in particular and that 

is - I do not know whether there is any truth to this or not. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. F. B. ROWE: Sometimes where there is smoke, there is fire, 

Mr. Speaker. 

It is my understanding that the various fieldmen or 

the welfare officers, of the Department of Social Services, are 

constantly receiving memos and directives and changes of regulations 

and rules from the head office here in Confederation Building. 

MR. MURPHY: Onaudible), 

MR. F. B. ROWE: The Minister of Social Services a few moments 

ago, Mr. Speaker, was talking about the kind of life that a 

welfare officer has to live, the abuse that he has to take and 

he shed some tears on behalf of or for the welfare officers and 

I have to agree with him that some of them are working under verv 

difficult eircumstances. I would submit, Mr. Speaker, that one 

of the difficulties and one of the problems that these welfare officers 

have is having a recipient come in one week and being told one 

thing, based on a certain regulation and then two weeks later the 

recipient comes back and he is told that the regulations have been 

changed and he has to do something else. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. F. B. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, do I have to stand this constant 

harassment? 
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MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. F. B. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, do I have the right to be 

heard in silence? 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Stagg): Order please! 

Page 3 

The honourable member is complaining about something 

which is really brought about by his own willingness to enter into a 

discussion with the honourable minister. If he should wish to make 

a speech that does not evoke . responses or suggest responses, 

then he may do so. If he should make a speech which asks for 

responses and gets them, I find it very difficult to then 

substantinate his request in order to be beard in silence, I suggest 

the honourable member -

MR. F. B, ROWE: Mr. Speaker, any questions that I have asked 

over the past three or four minutes have been rhetorical questions. 

When I want to ask the minister a question I will do so in the 

formal manner and ask him to reply to it and he does not have to 

reply to it. I am being constantly interrupted by the honourable 

minister and everybody in the House recognizes it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that half of the 

problems and half of the pains caused by the welfare officers in 

this province are caused by the fact that they are constantly 

getting a stream of directives, memos from the head office changing 

the regulations and rules and putting them in a rather embarrassing 

position with respect to the recipients 'Who they are serving. Probably, 

there is a very eood reason for these directives to be sent out. I 

would suggest that they be reduced in numbers. I will talk to the 

minister in private because it involves welfare officers and they 

can be easily identified. I would rather not ering the particular 

examples out in the House, It is a fact, generally speaking, that 

there are a tremendous number of these memorandums or directives 

coming from the office, 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, I intend to vote for this 

particular motion, because I have not yet heard from the other 

side anything that argues against the substance of this particula:r 

resolution and that is tbat this House draw up a programme of 

social l!.Ssistance benefits completely independent of the federal 

family allowance plan and that ls basica1ly the essence of the 

resolution. I would further submit that chunking in the f,m:!.ly 

allowance with the social service payments in this particular 

scale is to say the least confusing 
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and to say the least, could be deceiving if you are using these figures 

to calculate the percentage of increase that this government is bringing 

in with respect to social service payments. I would further suggest, Sir, 

that it is the larger families in this Province who need the greatest amount 

of social assistance on a relative basis. Obviously, they are getting a 

greater amount of money in absolute terms but on a relative basis they 

are being discriminated against. This is the essense of the whole motion 

and I, Sir, for one intend to vote for it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Inaudible. 

MR. MURPHY: Excellent speech. 

MR. SPEAKER (Stagg): The member for Bonavista North. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I also rise in favour of this motion. It is 

a good motion I think brought forward by the honourable member for Bell 

Island. I believe the minister in speaking failed to touch on the motion 

at all. There are a few other points I would like to bring out. 

During the fishing season of 1973 we had many of our fishermen in 

the northeast coast who could not operate because of the extreme ice 

conditions. During this period of time they were not, and I repeat, were 

not drawing welfare or were not drawing assistance under the U.I.C. Act. 

Mil. MORGAN: Inaudible. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I certainly wish the honourable member for Bona

vista South, if he is so interested that he would get into this debate and 

discuss the issues that these people are concerned with instead of mumbling 

in the back rows of the government benches as he normally does. He is 

scared to speak. He is scared to speak on redistribution. He is scared 

to speak on this and many other things. He waits until he gets out on 

open line somewhere and then contradicts his own government. It is more 

or less of a weekly episode for him so he can draw the support of the 

members in his district. 

MR. SPEAKER (Stagg):Order, please! Order, please! I did not get the 

introduction to the honourable member's remarks but certainly they do not 

appear to be relevant. I believe they are directed at the member for 

Bonavista South. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Who is not relevant either as Your Honour -

MR. SPEAKER (Stagg): I would suggest that the honourable member deal 

with the point under discussion. 

MR. THOMS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I was saying before I was so 

rudely interrupted by the member for Bonavista South, during the spring 

and early summer of 1973 the fishermen on the northeast coast were 

interrupted in their fishing operations because of the extreme ice 

conditions. Because of this, sometime in the winter of 1973-74, the 

Federal Government, the good Liberal Federal Government in Ottawa, Mr. 

Speaker, thought that because of this late season in 1973 many of these 

fishermen should be compensated. As a matter of fact, all of the 

qualified fishermen alonP, the northeast coast who qualify were compensated 

to the tune of $300. 

Many of these fishermen, Mr. Speaker, because of the poor fishing 

season in 1973 and the late fishing season f·ound it necessary, the winter 

of 1973-74, to have to draw assistance under the Provincial-Federal 

Programme of Social Assistance. Mr. Speaker, because this $300 was given 

to the fishermen who were on welfare at that time, because it was given 

to the fishermen, the Provincial Government felt that it should delete 

this $300 from the payment that they were paying them under the welfare 

programme. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this to my mind is robbing the fishermen of 

benefits that were paid them by the Federal Government. Now this happened 

I know in many cases in my district and all along the northeast coast. 

This, Mr. Speaker, was robbery, was definitely robbery by the member for 

St. John's Centre. 
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AN HON. MFMP.ER: Inaudihle. 

MR. THff''S: "fr. Speaker -

'.fR. SPF.AKF.R (STAGG): Order, please! I am sure the Hon. Leader of the 

Opposition realizes that certainly a person standing outside the confines 

of the House has no right to be heard. I distinctly heard the Leader of 

the Opuosition sneak. 

MR. THflVS: Mr. Speaker, as I was saying, I believe -

AN HON. "!EMBER : Inaudible. 

MR. THO"!S: No the Provincial Government deleted it from their welfa.re 

payments. It was highway robbery of the greatest magnitud~ Here we 

have the minister in his shinning white armour from Flower~s Hill, you 

would think he was the Sav:l.our of the welfare people, and here he is robbing 

them left, right, and centre, every chance he gets. 

Mr. Sneaker, on a point of order. NR. MURPHY: 

'-IR. THrlMS: No uoint of order, there is no point of order to you mv son, 

you do not know how to raise them. 

MR. MURPHY: Am I robbing people right and left. 

AN HON. HF.MBFR : Inaudible. 

~-- SPFAKF~ (STAGG): Order, please! The Minister of Social Services rose 

on a point of order, I will hear him. 

'MR. MURPHY: I did not rob anybody right or left or anything else, you 

know. If a man has income whether it is a fish dollar or a1longshore 

dollar, Sir, it :Is income, there is nothing I can do about it, that is the 

rules. If he wants me to break the rules like someone else did, let her go. 

That is all I sav but do not make sharges that are not true. 

MR. SPEAKF.R: (STAGG): Order, please: 1 think the exnression "Fighway 

robbery" that the honourable member used waii not u,,,,.,i in t:hi" 1 i t<>r:o.l ""'nse. 

However l-'hen it annears in Hansard, it will annear as just that "Highway 

robbery" which in fact is imf!ugning the motives, integritv of a member of 

the House. "!aybe the honourable member might rephrase his remarks, retract 

them would be the best route. But certainly I think he has in his vocabularly 

expressions that would amply describe it without using these unparliamentary 

•-1ords. 
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"1R. THOMS: Mr. Sneaker, if I said the minister was guilty of highl•ay 

robberv no matter how true it is, if it i.s improper or if it is 

unparliamentarv I will withdraw it. I would say however the minister 

and his department extracted from the unftltrtunate fishermen of this 

province, on the northeast coast, who were unfortunate enough to find 

themselves on welfare in the winter of 1973-1974 extracted from them 

$30n.nci which was justlv due theirs and it was not just for the 

Provincial Government to take, 

MR. mRGAN: Mr. Sneaker, on a point of order. We are not debating 

compensation to fishermen -

J-!R. THO"IS : What about the ooor welfare neoole that is what I am on. 

~- MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. We are debating a 

resolution whicr states sr,ecifically that whereai; a ne,,, social assistance 

"rogramme discriminates a~ainst lar!!er families. Now what that has to 

do with fishermen's comoensation is beyond me , ~r. Sneaker. So T would 

ask that the memher speaking would he asked tn hP Te1evant in thiR ~ehate 

and stay relevant. 

~. THO~S: To that point of order, Mr. Sneaker. I was not speaking 

specifically of fishermen's compensation, I was i;r,ecifically stating 

that the government were extracting from the fishermen who were on 

welfare. they were extractin!! from their welfare payments mnnev that they 

had rightfully earned while they were fishing or supposed to be fishing in 

the spring of 1973. This is what I wa!l sayini.?, Mr. Snea1':er, not specifically 

on the comoensation to fishermen. I believe the Member for Bonavista South 

is rather mixed up in his ooint of order. 

MR . SPEAKJ>R (STAGG): I suggest that the debate on this resolution has 

been wide-ranging. The mover of the debate certainly diverged from the 

strict interpretation of the resolution, the minister in his reply at 

times may have wandered. I would suggest that debate is wide-ranging, 
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whether that is advisable or not, it is nevertheless part of the 

records. I do believe, however, that the honourable Member for 

Bonavista North was quite relevant and that he was about to make a 

point that was relevant. Maybe the fact that this is so would 

make it apoear irrelevant while he is probably the most relevant 

of all. 

MR. THO_MS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. The 

Member for Bonavista South is shot down again as usual. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, because of this extraction bv the 

Department of Social Services from the poor welfare recipients of 

the northeast coast last winter, many of the families at that time 

found themselves on welfare and also found themselves without any 

income whatsoever. Or, if they were a large family they had very 

little income. 

This, Mr. Speaker, put extra pressures upon the people at 

that time. They found themselves without any money to oay for the 

various services that they received. Many of them could not pay 

their grocery bills for a month -

MR. MORGAN: The federal government gave them -

MR. THOMS: The federal government gave three hundred dollars and thP. 

provincial government took it away from them. It is as simple as 

that. I like to think that the provincial government stole it away 

from them but I will not say that. 

MR. MO.!_~ They helped the farmers too and the fishermen the 

Federal Liberal Government. 

MR. 'l'_!l!)MS: The Federal Liberal Government helps everyone. 

MR. MORGAN: They ignore the fishermen. 

MR. _1:_H.Q_MS: Everyone. It is the provincial government who take it 

out of the hands of the poor people of our province when the federal 

government ~ives it to them. 

Such action as this, Mr. Speaker, is certainly not in good 

keeping with good government. Certainly it was never mentioned in any 

Political campaign previously and I am sure they would not dare mention 

it again. 
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MR._ SPEAKER _(S~ Order please! This has nothing to do with what 

the honourable member is saying but I have a distinct buzz of 

conversation to mv left here initiated, probably, by original mover 

of the motion, I am not sure. In any event I suggest that we have 

as much quiet in the Assembly as possible so that I as well as others 

can hear the honourable member. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speak.er, I am up and down here so often it is hard 

to say where I am just now. I did have a few other points to bring 

to the attention of the minister with these unwarranted points of 

order. 

As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, because of this unnecessary 

and unwarranted and unfair extraction by the provincial government, by 

the Department of Social Services, the three hundred dollars from our 

welfare people, people who were on welfare at that time, because of 

this many of them found that they were without income during that 

period. As I say, many of our people on the northeast coast suffered 

because of it. Thank God, many of our people on the northeast coast 

will not forget it. 

Now, Mr. Speak.er, the table that was given to us by the 

Department of Social Assistance that would more or less compare the 

previous payments of October 1973 and the new payments for January 1, 

1974, these were definitely somewhat misleading. Of all the amounts 

stated in this scale, Mr. Speaker, take as an example a family of 

two parents and ten children who receive $520.00. That, Mr. Speaker, 

is not true. That family only received $420.00 from the provincial 

Department of Social Assistance. 

MR,_ ~_URPHY: $320.000. 

MR._ 'J'!l.OJiS: $320.00, right! Fifty per cent of this was paid for by 

the federal government. Also, the other two hundred dollars was paid 

for, one hundred per cent of it by the federal government. Therefore, 

in this case you have something like 
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sixty or seventy per cent of the payments to this family being 

paid by the federal government. Therefore, 1mder this new scale 

that family, in particular, took a cut in its income from the 

provincial government. They actually took a severe cut. 

MR. MURPHY: Did I say they did not? 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I am just pointing out exactly 

what happened. 

_MR. MURPHY : (Inaudil,le). 

MR. THOMS: Because the minister tries to take credit 

for producing fifty per cent of this $520 when this is not so. 

It is definitely not so. The amount that he actually was 

donating to- the welfare of this family, who was receiving a 

total of $520 was only $160. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: All the rest came from the good Liberal Government 

in Ottawa. 

MR. ROBERTS:(Inaudible). 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker -

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! 

MR. NEARY: You are not playing bingo -

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, the only way that the Minister of 

Social Assistance can maybe push forward his programme is to 

try to interrupt and to interfere with the people who are speaking, 

continuously. His programme you cannot defend. There is no way 

you can defend it because it is a shameful programme. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: Sure, before the election of 1972, they brought out the 

great new programme, five per cent - five dollars was it a person? 

When it came into effect it was only five dollars a family. Do you 

remember that? 

7604 



December 4, 1974 Tape no. 1899 Page 2 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: Ah, you were not minister then so you do not know 

very much about it. History is too much for you to consume. 

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, as far as many of these fishermen are 

concerned on the North East Coast, the provincial government 

at the present time owe them $300. Many of the people who are 

on social assistance at the present time across our province 

find themselves short-changed because of the actions of the 

present Minister of Social Assistance. 

MR. ROBERTS : 

MR. SPEAKER : 

Ask John Lundrigan what he thought of it. 

Order please! 

Honourable members both to my left and to my right seem 

to want to interrupt the Hon. Member for Bonavista North. Re does 

have the right to be heard in silence. 

MR.THOMS : Mr. Speaker, the present programme of social assistance 

in Newfoundland is terrible. It is a sham, it is in a mess, it is 

disgraceful. While the incomes of social assistance may have gone 

up, the cost of living is threefold. The proRrallDlle at the present 

time is so rigid that it is not doing the job that it was set out 

to do. Definitely not! I have case upon case of people at the present 

time who are living in substandard houses. I have sent various 

letters to the officials of the department, to the different welfare 

officers, to the administrators and they said that •ecause this is so 

and that is so, a certain person does not qualify. 

Mr. Speaker, I know of one case where a chap is 

trying to building a house on his own, completely on his own. 

MR. ~RGAN: Give us the name. 

MR. THOMS: I can give the minister the name any time. 

The Member for Bonavista South, I am sure, has a lot of them. 

MR. MURPHY : (Inaudible). 
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MR . THOMS : Mr . Speaker, a ll he was asking for was $600 so 

he could put his houSE' out o·f the weather . 

MR. MORGAN: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: The department would not allow him any funds. 

At the same t i me, Mr . Speaker, that depar tment or some other 

department of government, paid out $17,000 to pu'l)chase 

a house for another welfare family . Now these are two extreme 

cases and I can give you names and I can show you t he buildings . 

MR. MORGAN: (Inaudible). 

MR. I.HOMS: This is a terrible situation. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is about time for the Ministers 

of Social Assistance to sit down and 
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to come to grips with the problems in social assistance in Newfoundland. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. THOMS: It is about time to come up with a fair and equitable 

scale of payments to the various families who are on social assistance 

and not to be discriminating against large families. I have one family 

who at this present time have nine children going to school on social 

assistance. If the mothers' allowance was reinstated it would give this 

family a tremendous boast in the fall of the year to clothe these people. 

I had a letter from a woman the other day. She happens to be a separated 

woman and it is impossible for her to find the funds to clothe her 

children. She has told me that she cannot find the funds to give them 

clothes. Therefore she is going to have to take them out of school 

durinp, the· winter months . There are hundreds of families in the Province 

such as this and the Department of Social Assistance is not corning to 

their aid. They are not rising to the occasion. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I will heartily support this resolution and I 

congratulate the member for bringing it forward. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, in speaking now, Sir, I realize I close the debate 

on this resolution, Sir. Mr. Speaker, when the Minister of Social Services 

stood in his place in this honourable House this afternoon -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: He showed ap,ain as he has done so often before, Sir, his 

incompetence. He showed the House his inability, Sir, to come to grips 

with the problems, with the matter that was outlined in the motion. He 

also showed, Sir, that he is a bad piece of business, that he is the ultimate 

in nastiness . 

Sir, my colleague, the member for St. Barbe North mentioned this point 

about his references to the Mifflin Report. Sir, let me say this to the 

honourable member and I do not intend to get down and roll in the mud with 

the minister, Sir. I will just turn the other cheek, Sir, but I will say to 

the minister let those on the other side who are without sin cast the first 

stone. Sir, as I say I will just merely turn the other check but if I am 

provoked much more, Sir, by speakers from the other side of the House, 
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they mb;ht be sorry, Mr. Speaker. That minister sitting around the -

no, I had better not say it, I had better not say it. I have gone 

far enough. Bad piece of business, Sir, a skinful of nastiness. He 

did not answer one of the points that I raised, Mr. Speaker, and I am 

proud, Mr. Speaker, I am proud and I do not care whether it is judge or 

a minister or a premier or anybody else who gives me full marks for 

looking after my district, Sir. I 8111 proud of that fact, absolutely 

proud of it. At least when I was minister of that department, Sir, 

there was a captain there, there wa1;1 a man that had a strong hand on 

the helr. I was no cabin boy. There was a captain there, Sir. I was 

no cabin boy and I guarantee you this, Sir, that I ran that department 

and if I ever get the chance again I will run the department. I will not 

have the hired help dictating to me and telling me what to do. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: - deputy liinister. 

MR. NEARY: I will not have to put my deputy minister on television to 

oush a prof!;r3l!Dlle that is so weak that the minister could not justify its 

existence himself, 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER.: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Sir, I will just turn the other cheek to some of the statements 

the minister ma.de this afternoon but I issue him fair warning that if he 

continues it that I am going to fight back. I have been completely 

exonerated in that report 
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of any wrong doing ~,hatsoever. Mr. Speaker, if I did anythinp; wrong 

would I not be prosecuted in the r.ourt of Law? 

~- J-!URPHY : 

'fR. NEARY: 

No, it was not in his terms of reference. 

It was not in his terms of reference? Would not the 

~inister of Justice immediatelv launch a case against me? 

MR, MURPHY : The Premier interceded for him. 

MR. NRA 11Y : Oh, the Premier interceded for me. The Premier has a couple 

of writs to serve on himself, so has the Minister of Justice. Does that 

ma~e these honourable gentlemen guilty? No, of course not. There are other 

members over there who in the nast have had writs served on them. Does the 

minister want to hear about these? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR . NEARY : No, ttr. Speaker, he does not want to hear about that. But, Sir, 

this is a good mt1on. It is a good motion. Maybe the administration does not -

I know they are not goinp; tn vote for it, Sir, from what the minister has said. 

Fe is speaying for the administration. 

MR . MURPHY: No I am not. 

MR. NEARY: They are not p;oing to vote for :l.t. 

Mr. Sneaker, I intend now, Sir, to close the debate. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No, I a~ not going to adjourn it. Mr. Speaker, I want to 

get the motion off the Order Paoer if I can this afternoon, by asking the 

fair minded members on the government benches to vote for this motion because 

it is intended to give the people of this province who are forced to go on 

social assistance a decent standard of living. 

Ml!.. SPEAKER : 

we finish? 

It is six o'clock, are we going to vote on this motion before 

All those in favour of the motion ''Aye". Those against the motion 

"Nay". In my opinion the ' 'Nays" have :! t. 

On motion the House at its rising adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday 

December 5, 1974, at 3:00 P.M. 
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