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The House met at 11:00 a.m. 

Mr. Soeaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

STATE}'ENTS ll'Y MINISTRR.<; 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable the Minister of ~ealth. ------
HON. R.WELLS _(Minister of Health): ~Ir. Sr,eaker. I should lil,e to 

make reference at this time to the mobile nental clinic which T!lemhers 

may have seen outside the Confederation Buildinp,. I am particnlarlv 

pleased to refer to it because the van hodv was suoolied as a c;ift 

to the Province by the Lion's Club of Weston, Ontario. The cost of 

the van body was $19,000 which, as members will appreciate, is a verv 

significant gift and I should like at this time, formallv. to thank 

them. 

The unit was handed over on Saturdav past in a little 

ceremony out there. The total cost of the unit is $46,'10(), of whi.ch 

the Province provided $27,00n, namelv. the cab and chassis anrl the 

dental equipment which is goin~ to he installer! this week. As l sav _ 

the Lion's Club of Weston Ontarlo provided the bodv at a cost of 

$19,000. A dentist has been found to provide services in this mobile 

clinic and the clin:Lc will be, as soon as it is made readv for use. 

going first to the area of the Codroy Valley to provide mobile ~ental 

services. And I certainly wis~ on behalf of the government and the 

department to express our sinc~re thanks and appreciation to the Lion's 

Club of Weston Ontario for this valuable gift. 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourahle the 'fember for Bonavista Sont:h. 

MR. MORGA."'i: Mr. Speaker. I beg leave to oresent a peti.ti00 fr0m 

the residents of the community of Salvage, the ma.ioritv of t:l1p voters 

of that community. And they are quite upset in their netition anrl 

rightly so. They are protesting the actions of the Terra Nov~ 

Integrated School Board. The School ~oard,just recentlv, without 

consultation with the people of the coumunity of Salvage, without '1!V 

knowledge as the M.H.A. for the area, and without any consultation with 

departments of r,overnment deci ,1ed to chanp;e the school hus svstem nsecl 
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in that area. Thev decided to, without tender call, remove the 

two smaller type school huses on that route and to replaces the 

two buses by one large 72 passenv,er hus • 

Recause t~e road is .-i rou!!;h j!;ravel road, a dan!!;erous 

road, and because there are dangerous sections of the road, 

especially cl.uring the wi.nt:er months, a 72 passenger bus is not 

safe to tLqe on that road. The parents of the children in Salvage 

were not consulted, and in conversations with them and through 

this petition I fully sunport their protest over this action. I 

am personally p;etting fed un with the attitude of school boards 

in not consultin!!: government, in not consulting the "!)E!ople, in 

taking action of this type. 

For example. in taking this kind of action without 

tender call to me leaves a hi.<? nuestion mark. And the fact that 

in the same area the same School Board has issued a school bus 

contract to a School Board member again learls me to believe that 

it is, in mv own nersonal view. a conflict of interest. That kind 

of action, to me, is unwarranted of any school hoard. So I 

stronglv am in favour of this petition. I strongly support it 

and I am asking that the petitior, - maybe a !•it of a different 

format this time - maybe a copv can be made and also submitted to 

a different department than thP. Tlepartment of Education, 

The Department of Erlncation, I think, can deal with 

J,forning 

the School Roard matter, hut also the fact that the Department of 

Trasnportation anc1 Communication.c: was not consulted nrior to the 

decision made hv the School Roarcl in putting on the 72 passenger bus 

and now endangering the lives of all the school children this winter, 

because that road is not going to be reconstructed this year, as far 

as I know now, because sufficient funds are not available. And the 

fact that the road is the same d~np,~rous road now that it was last 

vear when the Department of Tran:;,portation and Communications felt 

then that the school bus systeM should not bP one large bus, the 

roarl was not wide enough, it was not upgraded and reconstructed 

arlequately enough to use a 72 passenger hus, and that two small buses 

should have heen used then, The road is the Rame now and the fact 
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that the Transportation and Communications Department was not 

consulted, I would like to see a different format this time 

with this petition, 

~ornin~ 
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that a copv of the petition, be also tabled and presented to 

the nenartment of Transportation and Communications so that 

two denartments can look at this matter. And I would also like 

to see the minister consult with or to at least correspond with 

this school hoard, to question the fact about the issuing of 

contracts , ,ithout tender call, number one, and also question 

the part of school board, executive members of the hoard ~,ho 

vote on different thinp.s in that school board being allowed to 

have school bus contracts, which I feel 1 in my view as a member 

of this T,er:islature,is a conflict of interest, and I am strongly 

opposed to it. 

So, !'r. Speaker, I move that this petition be tabled in 

the House of Assembly and be passed along to, in this case, the 

department to which it relates. 

Mil. SPF.AKY.R : 

~IR. F. II. ROWF.: 

The Hon. ~!ember for St. Barbe North. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of my colleagues 

to support the prayer of the petition presented by the Hember for 

Ronavista South, Sir, where the citizens of the Salvage area 

are protesttnp. the actions of the Terra Nova Integrated School 

lloard in changing the bus system to one large seventy-two 

na~senv,er bus. 

~ir, I thin1: everybody in this House hns to agree with the 

Princj_ole that school boards should consult 1-'ith the government 

and these oeonle in most, if not all, actions they are going to 

take n ,gard i np; the administration of educat:f_on in their particular 

area. ~ir, I am C)Uite surprised with the member for Ilonavista 

South that he was so very harsh on the school board in question 

and stated that he was completely fed up with the actions of the 

school board. Because the honourable member, Sir, should know that 

in ordter to have any school bus route changed or modified or 

instituted it has to be approved by the nirector of Hus Transportation 

in the nepartment of Education. So presumably, Sir, this has been 

done Pith the approval of the Department of Education and with 

the honourable member's very government that he is a oart of. 

l·'P • MC1RGAN: What about consultation with the people though? That is my problem. 
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MR. F. ROWE: Well, Sir, the honourable member said that there 

was no consultation, and he was completely fed up. 

Now, Sir, with respect to consultation with the people I 

might add that the school boards of this Province are in a very 

difficult financial situation. And as a result of this, Sir, 

they are in an impossible situation and they are in a constant 
• 

state of turmoil and they cannot do everything everyday to please 

the -

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! I certainly permit the honourable 

member to speak in support of the prayer of this petition but I 

have the feeling perhaps that he is now almost entering into a 

debate on the financial situation of school boards generally in 

the Province which is not the purpose of speaking specifically to 

the prayer of this petition. 

MR. F. ROWE: Sir, I appreciate your comments, but it costs, you 

know, finances obviously are related to the whole business of 

operating school buses or operating any other aspect of the 

administration of the school board. And as a matter of fact, the 

running of school buses is a very expensive element, a financial 

element of the school boards operations. And I was simply 

stating that the very reason that this change has come ahout is 

probably a result of the financial situation of the school board. 

Sir, with - and I am replyint to some of the comments made by the 

honourable member in the presentation of his petition. 

Sir, the obvious solution to improving the situation,if 

the member is concerned about the danger that exists with a 

seventy-two passenger bus on that road, the obvious solution is 

for the Department of Transportation and Communications and this 

P.C. Administration to improve the very road in question. Ifthat 

was done the problem would not exist. 

MR. MORGAN: Until it ia done you still need the two small buses. 

MR. F. ROWE: Sir, that is - okay - well it is the government who 

is responsible, Sir, for improving the roads. It is the government 

who is responsible for approving this change in the school bus 

situation in this particular area, and cannot go ahead without 

approval. So it is up to the p,overnment, Sir, in these two 
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approval. So it is up to the government, Sir, in these two 

instances to act. 

And, Sir, in closing, in support of this petition, 
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theHon. Member for Bonavista South said that he was shocked and 

horrified over the fact that tenders were not called for this particular 

contract. Tenders were not called, Sir, about the only reaction that 

I can have to that is that the school board is probably following the 

exaaple of the governaent in this instance. 

MR. SPEAKER : The Hon. Minister of Education. 

HON, G. OTTEMHEIMER (Minister of Education): Mr. Speaker, I wish to 

speak briefly with respect to the petition. I think honourable 1111!111bers 

know, and it is obviously true that the school boards and iode~d all groups, 

private and public in the Province, are in a very difficult position. That 

is true of school boards, it is true of hospital boards, and it is true 

of municipal boards and it is true of all. I think it should be realized 

as well, of course, that people on school boards throughout this Province, 

several hundred serve without any pay, without any remuneration, and they 

perform a very valuable public service. Frequently they are criticized 

and that is obvious too because any, if you wish, decision making body, any 

group with responsibility sometimes and certainly sometimes have to do 

things which cannot meet with universal agreement, I think that is a 

fact of life, But I do wish to point out that there are soae provinces 

where school trustees, as they are called, are in fact paid. And ve have 

several hundred people in this Province who are contributing their time 

and their effort and their interest in a very necessary and important 

, function. 

Nov vith respect to the specific mention, specific items 

referred to by the honourable member presenting the petition, the law 

does require that tenders be called for nev contracts. Certainly 

any alleged conflict of interest would be quite inproper and the law 

does require approval and certain safety measures, And all I can say 

with respect to those particular items is that certainly I shall undertake 

to be sure that the lav bu been coaplied with, that the law and the policy 

of the departaent have been cmiplied with with respect to the safecty factor, 

vith respect to the calling of tenders and with respect to conflict of interest. 

Until I have done that obviously there would be nothing further I could say. 
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Are there any other petitions? 

The Hon. Member for Bell Island. 

Page 
2 --

Mr. Speaker, I want to present a petition, Sir, on 

behalf of over 300 residents of Whitbourne who are complaining about 

the increase in the town service fee in that community, Sir, from 

$10 to $30 per ann1111. 

The general theme of the petition, Sir, is that 

the residents are not complaining about the council trying to get 

revenue but they are pointing out that this does create a hardship 

for people who are on old age pensions and other people in the c~unity 

with low incomes,who have a limited income, especially the old age 

pensioners, and you might say that this petition is being presente4 

solely on behalf of the old age pensioners in the c.,_nity who say 

that if they had to pay $30 a year it is going to create a severe 

hardship to them. 

Now, Sir, I have to be honest with the House. This 

petition was given to the Minister of Rural Develot1• ent several months 

ago to present in this honourable House. For some reason or other the 

minister has refused to present the petition. And the petition that I 

am presenting today, Sir, is a copy of the petition that should have 

been presented by the Minister of Rural Development -

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER : 

Order, please! 

- because he refused -

Order, please! 

I shall permit the honourable member to continue, but 

he has just said that the petition he is presenting is really a copy and 

as such the Chair cannot accept a copy of a petition. It has to be an 

original. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, I do not know why the Minister of Rural Development 

has refused but the people have asked me, Sir, on their behalf to 

present the petition, and I am very pleased to do so, Sir. 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. SPEAKER: 
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- Mr. Speaker, it will never be presented. 

Order, please: 

The Chair is not prepared to accept a copy of a 

petition. It has to be the original. 

_!{R. NEAllY: Well I would like to table this copy, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member cannot table a copy of 

a petition. It has to be the original. 

MR. NEARY: Well what can I do with it, Mr. Speaker? I will 

take Your Honour's guidance. I have the copy of the petition, Sir. 

I have been asked to table it and what can I do, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chair has ruled that the honourable member 

cannot table a copy of a petition. It has to be the original, So 

I guess the honourable member cannot table -

MR, ROBERTS: If the minister villnot, the people are cut off: 

MR, NEARY: Is there any way we can force the minister to present 

the petition~ Kr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

KR. NEARY: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

That, of course, is not for the Chair to decide on. 

All right, I thank Your Honour. 

Point of order, Hr. Speaker. 

The Ron. Minister of Fisheries. 

The Minister of Rural Development is not here, and 

I do not think, Mr. Speaker, that these statements should be allowed to 

go unchallenged. The gentleman has adopted the cowardly tactic of 

making these statements and trying to present a copy of a petition when 

the Minister of Rural Development is not here. 
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It is an unheard of breach of ethics,if a breach of nothing else. It 

is a breach of ethics of the members of this House for a member to do this 

when another member is not in his place. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

HR. SPEAKER: 

HR. ROBERTS: 

Hr. Speaker, to that point of order, if I might. 

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

It is to be regretted that the Minister of Fisheries 

as usual is being inteaperate and so forth in raising his points of order. 

Hy colleague, the member for Bell Island, has three tilaes gone to see 

the Minister of Rural Development to ask h:IJI when he will be presenting 

the petition. The minister, each tine, has not answered. And I might 

point out that the minister has yet to be in the House this session. If 

there is any cowardice involved, Sir, it is on the part of the Minister of 

Rural Development who has consistently refused, over a period of two ~r 

three months, to present a petition in this House. And my colleague 

raised the matter here. Your Honour has ruled that he cannot present it. 

Well that is that. But he raised it only because the minister had refused 

despite three, Sir, private requests over a period of weeks to the Minister of 

Rural nevelopment who apparently has not even got the courtesy to present 

the petition. If he feels that he could not support it, it is in order 

to present one and then indicate one's feelings on it. But the Hon. Minister 

of Rural Development would not even do that, Sir. So it is anvthin2 but coward]y 

of my honourable friend, he has followed the only course he could, and 

l submit that there is no point of order, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

The matter, of course, whether the Hon. Member for Bell Island 

has conferred privately with the Hon. Minister of Rural Development is 

a matter between these two honourable members and not really for the 

concern itself of the Chair. The matter of the hon. Member for 

Bell Island's remarks re the honourable minister not being in his place, 

the Chair can really see nothing in a sense procedurally wrong with it. 

I am not saying that it is not in order procedurally but it may have been better 

if the honourable member waited until the honourable minister was in his 
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seat. But that perhaps is not for the Chair to decide on either. 

So I do not particularly think that the Hon. Member for Bell Island's 

remarks were unparliamentary. 

ORAL QUESTIONS: 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable the Member for Bell Island. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister of Mines and Energy, 

Sir, would tell the House if the Newfoundland and Labrador Power 

Corporation is going to rent additional space in Montreal and employ 

150 or 300 Mainlanders in that office rather than establish the 

office here in Newfoundland and employ Newfoundlanders? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Mines and Energy. 

HON. L. BARRY (Minister of Mines and Energy): Mr. Speaker, I am not 

aware of the rental of any additional space. I will take notice of 

that question and attempt to obtain information,if any such thing 

is happening. I think what the honourable member may be referring to 

is - I have 'llOticed a couple of items in the press over the last couple 

of weeks. It may be to this that the honourable member is referring, 

iteaa to the effect that a n\Dllber of the consultants or employees of 

consultants who are involved with the Gull Island project may be 

operating out of Montreal. I will take a look at that and find out. 

It is a problem, Kr. Speaker, with this project because of the magnitude, 

the scope of the project. It is going to be a problem in ensuring 

that as many of the - and here I am. not talking about the nonaal skills 

or normal trades that are available in the Province. I - talking about 

the specialist sk.ills, -the specialist trades as they are involved 

in a large hydro electric project. There are problems in ensuring 

that the policy of government is carried ~ut. And that policy is, of course, 

that every job, every single possible job flowing from the Lover Churchill 

Development that can be carried out within the Province by Newfoundlanders 

is carried out within the Province by Newfoundlanders. But there is 

a difficulty in enforcing that policy when on fhe other side you have 

the suggestions being made that for the sake of efficiency\and that translates 

into for the sake of reducing the cost of the project,we get recommendations 
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that there be certain jobs placed in Montreal where the consultants 

are, where the head offices of the consulting companies are, where 

the people who are involved in some of the actual design are. And 

it is always a matter, Mr. Speaker, of reaching the proper balance 

hetween makinp: sure that every sip:nal possible job remains within 

the Province, and,ori the other hand, making sure that we get the 

~axfmum efficency and the maximum cost saving on the project. 

'·!R. NEARY : i'lr. Speaker, a supplementary question. Would it not 

make more sense to have the main office, both the engineering and 

the planninp, offices of the Newfoundland and and Labrador Hydro 

Develonment Corporation, here in the Province where the head office 

is rather than in '-!ontreal'i Has the minister given any consideration 

to closing <lo~m the office in Montreal altogether and instead of 

kowtowinr. to the engineerinp, firms and the constructing companies 

have them come to Newfoundland to our head office and set up their 

companies here in Newfoundland rather than kowtow to them and go 

up to nontreal and open up an office and rent space. 

J-P.. SPEAKEP: 

!>TTL BARRY: 

The Hon. ~inister of Mines and Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, I have to confess that the honourable 

member's sentiments are - they contain a certain merit, there is a 

certain element there that I can sympathize with. However, Mr. 

Speaker, there is the danger of engaging in a course of pravado. 

There is the danger of cutting off one's nose to spite one's face. 

Tl1ere is the danger of taking certain steps which not being fully 

thought out or fully considered can lead to an unnecessary escalation 

in the cost of this r,roject, can lead possibly to unnecessary 

uncertainty with respect to the planning of the project, with respect 

to the delivery of essential supplies and so on. 

All I can say, Mr. Speaker, is that the honourable member 

is raising what, in my opinion, is a very serious question, a 

n11Pstion that merits very close attention by this government, by 

the 11eople of this Province. And as I say there is a certain 

element contained in his statement t~at I can sympathize with. And 

I h,ive to confess that I Rm having some difficulty as minister and 
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I do not mind admitting that I have some difficulty in reaching 

in my own mind satisfaction that we are reaching the proper 

balance between, on the one hand, getting every possible job 

within the Province and,on the other hand, ensuring proper 

planning, a proper reduction of uncertainty, and proper cost 

saving in the project. And it is reaching this balance that is 

not that easy a job. I have to rely on,as honourable members well 

know.the best advice that I can find in this area, and that is not 

a matter of passing the buck, it is just a matter of quite frankly 

admitting that when it comes to questions, detailed questions 

relating to project management, the techniques of project management, 

when it comes to the more involved questions of cost accounting and 

so on that I am no expert in this area. But we are doing our best, 

Mr. Speaker, to reach the proper balance between, as I say, getting 

every possible job remaining within the Province and on the oth~r 

hand having the maximum amount of planning, the maximum degree of 

certainty and the maximum cost saving for the project. 

MR. SPEAKKR: The Hon. Member for Bell Island. 

MR. NEARY: }fr. Speaker, a supplementary question. Is the mivister 

saying that in the foreseeable future the head office of the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Corporation, the Churchill Falls 

part of it -

SOME HOH. MEMBERS: Oh, oh: 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MR. CROSBIE: This is not a question. 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, apparently this is an area where there is some 

confusion. There are two different things that we are talking about 

now. On the one hand we have the fact that there are certain employees 

of Churchill Falls Labrador Corporation still in Montreal. Now 

that is - I believe the figures were given the other day as about 

what, sixty odd people out of some 250,I believe is the percentage 

there. And again, Mr. Speaker, this has been a matter of phasing out 
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the Upper Churchill project which has only recently been completed, 

and where you still have a considerable a1110unt of work involved in 

tying up the loose ends of that project, and where you have the 

fact that the project 
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MR. BARRY: was managed out of Montreal, so that it is not 

possible, Mr. Speaker, overnir,ht, just to say,that is it 1that 

corporation's function is ended in Montreal and all the personnel 

must come to St. John's or anywhere else in the Province. Recause, 

Mr. Speaker, you are not dealing with inanimate objects, you are 

not dealing with robots, you are dealing with human beings. An~ 

we have made it clear, Mr. Speaker, this government has made it 

clear -

MR. NEARY: ----- It is being paid for by this government: 

MR. SPEAKER: ------ Order, please~ Order please~ 

MR._ MURPHY : Do you not remember the previous ga1rerument? 

MR. BARRY: ----- - that over a reasonable period of time we expect 

to see the phasing out of the Montreal operations and all -

MR. NEARY: - ----- What period? 

MR. BARRY: ----- I said,over a reasonable period of time, Mr. 

Speak.er. I am not prepared to give the honourable member hours, 

minutes or days even with respect to such a schedule, But I will say 

that with respect to a reasonable period of time we expect to see 

this office phased out and the entire operations of Churchill Falls 

Labrador Corporation carried out within the Province, But that is 

a separate thing, Mr. Speaker. That is Churchill Falls Labrador 

Corporation, and let that not be confused, as it was unfortunately 

done in the media some time ago, let that not be confused with 

respect to the planning and the carrying out of the LOliler Churchill 

project. The two are not related. The two are not related, Mr. 

Speaker. 

The honourable member's first question related to; how much 

personnel is it going to be necessary to have operate out of Montreal 

in order to carry out the Lower Churchill project? That,as I say, is 

a very real question, a very serious question that we had to take a 

very hard look at. And I cannot say at the present time that I am 

satisfied that we have all the answers here, but we are actively 

involved in looking very closely at it. 

MR. NEARY: ------ Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question. Would the 

minister -
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MR. NEARY: -and the intemperate Minister of Fisheries need 

not get jumpy, I will be in order - would the Minister of Mines 

and Energy tell us what fringe benefits Mr. Groom receives while 

he is in Montreal? Does he have a car, a Cadillac at his disposal? 

Does he have an aircraft at his disposal? Did we buy a house for 

him in Montreal? What fringe benefits does the President of the 

Corporation have for commuting between St. John's and Montreal? 

MR. SPEAKER: ------
MR. BARRY: 

MR. NF..ARY: 

The Honourable the Minister of Mines and Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no idea what fringe benefits. 

You should know. 

I do not knOW' what the honourable member is 

referring to, Mr. Speaker -

MR. NEARY: -----
MR~ SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: -----
MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. BARRY: 

Did we buy him a house? 

Order, please: 

Did we buy him a car? Did we give him an aircraft? 

Order, please! 

No, Mr. Speaker, we did not buy him a house, we did 

not buy him a car, we did not give him an aircraft. The aircraft that 

the honourable member is referring to is the property of Churchill Falls 

Labrador Corporation. The use to which that aircraft is put is subject 

to the supervision of the Board of Directors of Churchill Falls 

Labrador Corporation. 

MR. NEARY: Does the minister have any control over it . 

MR. BARRY: - ---- Yes, a certain amount, a certain element of control, 

Mr. Speaker, in that it -

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKMAN: ------
MR. NEARY: 

MR. BARRY : 

MR. SPEAKER: - -----
MR. BARRY: 

It is the taxpayers' money! 

No. No. 

We do. 

Mr. Speaker, if -

Order, please! 

- the honourable member would like the answer to the 

question, I suggest that he sit back in his seat, attempt to close his 

mouth, which will reduce the volume of empty space in this room by -

MR. NEARY: -----
MR. BARRY: ------
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: - then I will answer it. The aircraft that is - -----
being referred to is used in the normal carryin~ out of the 

business at Churchill Falls Labrador Corporation as supervised bv 

the directors of that Corporation. It has not been necessarv 

for government to intervene in any way with respect to the 

directing of that aircraft, because there has heen no reason 

brought to its attention why this should be done. 

With respect to other matters, Mr. Speaker, I can take that 

as notice but obviously the honourable member is in his normal, 

mischievous, provocative way attempting to throw out a few red herrinv.s 

this morning. 

MR. NEARY: --·---
MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: -----

It is the taxpayers' money I am -

Order, please~ 

- so I would appreciate it if the ndnister would 

get me that information at as early a date as is possible. 

Sir, the honourable the Premier promised me some information 

concerning the cutbacks and the layoffs in various industries in 

Western Newfoundland. I believe the Premier has the information there 

with him today. I wonder if the honourable the Premier would tell us 

now what is happeni.ng to the economy of Western Newfoundland? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable the Premier. ------
PREMIER 1'l>ORES : Well, it is very difficult, Mr. Speaker, to talk 

about what is happening to the economy of Western Newfoundland in 

total at a time like this. There were specific questions asked 

earlier by the Member for Bell Island and I will gladly, in as hrief 

a period of time as possible, reply to those. 

Mornin!" 
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The situation is that, as the gentle11an well knows, the representatives 

of business and labour, Canada Manpower and others on Kay 22 this 

year set up a task force which was to deal with the problem of loss 

of employment and production down-time being experienced by coapanies 

in the Corner Brook and West Coast areas in general. This is the 

same sort of operation, Mr. Speaker, that dealt with the Newfoundland 

Steel closing, the Whalesback mine closing and others whereby new 

jobs were necessary to be found and placing people in those jobs. Special 

attention of that task force is to be paid to hiring of students for the 

Summer because this is of concern on the West Coast as it is throughout 

the Island and this is part of their criteria. 

It should be noted, Mr. Speaker, that lllOre than 350 

jobs have been created in Corner Brook during the past year alone. But 

that was primarily from the construction at Western Memorial Hospital 

and also the regional college that is being constructed there as well, 

A few years ago Bowaters were directly responsible for the eaployaent 

of some eighty-five per cent of the work force in the Corner Brook area, 

Now this number has been reduced to about fifteen per cent so the 

problem at Corner Brook, although the one we are dealing with is ce-rtainly 

not as serious as it would appear on the su-rface, at one tiae Corner Brook 

was eighty-five per cent virtually dependent on Bowaters, Today it is 

fifteen per cent, 

MR. ROBERTS: That must have been forty or fifty years ago when it was 

eighty-five per cent. 

_!{R. MOORES: I do not know exactly what year it was, Mr, Speaker, The 

Leader of the Opposition says, forty or fifty years ago. He worked for 

the historian, I did not. 

Other jobs have opened up in the area, Officials of 

this department i~ conjunction with the Economic Development Council 

and representatives of the city have scheduled a meeting with representatives 

of the three manufacturing firms that are concerned in the Comer Brook area, 

Bowaters, North Star and Atlantic Gypsum, Lundrigans Limited, Canada Manpower, 

the Chamber of CoTaDerce and other interested people in the Corner Brook area. 
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They will discuss the entire situation and hopefully find ways 

of overcoaing the problem with the help of any and all existing 

government progruaes, both federal and provincial, 

Regarding Atlantic Gypsum, Mr. Speaker, the general 

manager of Atlantic Gypsum advises that due to a down turn in the 

market place the company has scheduled a two week shut-down which 

c-e into effect on May 3. However continuing market problems 

forced the company to extend the shut-down period for an additional 

two weeks at that time. Fifty of the eighty-five men work force 

were directly affected by the cutback. However the thirty-five maintenance 

and office staff continue to work. And full production resumed on 

June 6, a few weeks ago or a week ago, just over a week ago~and no 

further down-tiae is anticipated in gypsum. Atlantic Gypsum 

presently supplies ninety-five per cent of the wall board requirements 

of our Province and the other three Atlantic P~inces. The fifty per cent 

decrease in the number of housing starts in this region to the end of 

March 1975 is the •ain contributing factor to the eighteen per cent decrease 

in the sales over the s-e period last year. I might point out here, 

Mr. Speaker, that this down turn in housing is in the Atlantic region 

and not specifically in Newfoundland, 

In addition,two other aajor Canadian producers are 

suffering from major marketing problems and are attempting to establish 

aarkets in the Atlantic region,providing new competition for the 

Corner Brook firm. Company aanagement is optimistic that the last half 

of 1975 will shaw a significant :laproveaent over the first six months 

and indications are that housing starts will pick up during June and July 

and the COlll)any's sales will remain at the sa.e level as 1974. 

Regarding Bowaters Pulp and Paper Limited, the woods 

-nager of Bowaters Pulp and Paper Limited advises us that the Corner Brook 

mill will be scheduled for a minimum twelve week production cutback for 1975 as 

a result of the general softening of the newsprint markets. The first 

two week period was scheduled for the end of May with the remaining ten 
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weeks spread over a five day work week for the rest of the year. 

In addition the company had scheduled a number of layoffs in the 

mill work force. However at the insistence of union officials the 

company has now revised its original schedule and will remain on the 

seven day week schedule and will not layoff any of its •ill tsployees. 

Instead the required production cutbacks will be achieved through down

time spread over the entire work force and u a result aill production 

decreased on May 21.1975 and will remain down uatil June 24. And the 

remaining seven or eight weeks down-ti•e necessary in 1975 will be 

scheduled later in the Fall, In addition to the scheduled cutbacks 

in the Corner Brook operation Bowaters has planned shutdowns for its 

more efficient and modern mills in the Eastern Seaboard of the United 

States. The Bowaters situation is similar to other paper mills in 

North Allerica,all of which are facing significant dovn-tiae to decrease 

production levels which are presently running at about ten per cent 

of production lev.els. 
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. Mr. Speaker, we have been approached by the mill unions to 

set up an Iadustrial Board of Enquiry regarding Bowaters. There is 

some considerable concern aboutLthe fact that Corner Brook may be 

having considerably more doim-time than their other plants on the 

Eastern Seaboard, that was at the time when it was scheduled to have 

a five day operation in Corner Brook rather than a seven day 

operation. Since that time the five day has been changed to seven. 

I met with the unions last week here in the City, representatives 

of the unions, and they are still asking that this be carried out. 

Our government will be in contact with Bowaters, and having a session 

with them before a final decision is made, but certainly the matter 

will be followed through with and not dropped. 

The North Star Cement Company - the company management has 

scheduled a four to six week shut-down in what they call a clinker 

production - I am not sure what that is, Mr. Speaker, but I am sure 

it is meaningful to those in the trade - effective Kay 9, 1975, directly 

affecting about thirty people altogether. This cut back is the first 

of several designed to eliminate two or three months production 

capacity in the various companies operations. 

MR. NEARY: Are they producing too much. 

MR. MOORES: The fact is - no. The fact is, Mr. Speaker, in 

the projected sales for 1975 are estimated to be about ten per cent 

below that of 1974, and this decrease again is because of the housing 

starts, and also because of the finishing of projections such as 

Atlantic Place and the Corner Brook Memorial Hospital and the college 

and so on. While the overall picture is not good for 1975 management 

is hopeful that the cut backs can be scheduled over the entire year's 

operation without undue hardship on the employees. 

In the meantime markets for 1976 are expected to show 

significant improvements and the company should be back in full 

capacity in late 1975 or early 1976. 

Mr. Speaker, that is a very brief resume of how the situation 

is. The recession in the industrial situation in the world is one 

that is pretty serious right now. It is affecting us I suppose less 
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thAn most places, hut still a very real affect, and one of major 

concern. And the ~overnment is keeping in contact with these people 

regarding this particular problem and we will do everything we can 

about it. 

MR. SPF.AKRR: The Hon. Memher for Bell Island. 

MR. NF.ARY : Mr. Sneaker, it reminds me of the latter years of 

the Smallwood era, tight -

'lR. SPF.AKF.R: 

ITTl . • NEARY: 

'~. SPF.AKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

Order, please! 

- tight money. 

Order, please! 

Sir, would the Ron. the Premier get me -

MR. ROBERTS: The Vietnamese war! 

HR. NF.ARY: I thank the Hon. the Premier for that information 

bv the way. I have been three weeks now or a month trying to get it. 

T do not think it was spontaneous. Would the Premier get me the 

same information on Price (Nfld) in Central Newfoundland, to find 

out wh11.t is happening with that'Z 

Mil.. SPEAKF.Jl : The Hon. the Premier. 

?-111. MO()RES'. Again the Central Newfoundland area, I will gladly 

trv to accumulate the same sort of resume, Mr. Speaker. 

~'TL NEARY: Okay. Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister 

of Industrial Development, Sir, now that he is back from the delights 

of 1'rance. Would the minister tell us what he was doing over in 

France? 

MR. SPF.AKER: 

1"1'.. D0(1DY: 

The Hon. Minist!er of Industrial Development. 

Mr. Speaker, I was in France doing what the honourable 

~ember for Bell Island should have been doing a long while ago,trying 

to find some utilization for the Bell Island abandoned mine workings. 

J\:,J JION. 1-'ElfJlER: 

}IR. DOODY: 

Rear! Hear! 

The comi,any with which we met expressed a great 

interest in the project. They have demonstrated that they certainly 

have the technical ability to out the project together. However, there 

are a p;reat many other areas that have to be explored, and a great 

many other facets of the problem that have to be looked at and examined 

before we can reach any decision on it. Certainly as the thing moves 

6769 



June 16, 1975 Tape 2296 (Morning) PK - 3 

along we will be informing the House, and informing the public, 

but the trip to France was a very worthwhile one, and I was delighted 

to have the opportunity to go. 

MR, NEARY: There is no doubt about that, Mr. Speaker, a supplementary 

question~ Would the minister care to tell the House whether he was 

invited by this company to go to France or if he invited himself 

over to France to look at this ooeration? 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I fail to see the relevance of what 

the social niceties of the expedition were. I do not know what the 

protocol should be. The fact remains that this company expressed 

an interest and we wanted to see if these things were possible. I 

might say that this is not the only company that is interested in 

this, Sir, nor am I - but I would like to give the House, Sir, the 

Province the indication that we have excluded other companies. 

MR. NEARY: The minister needed a holiday. 

MR. DOODY: The thing is that it was only a little while ago 

I heard the honourable member on the other side of the House 

caterwauling about the fact that we were not rushing around like 

the honourable ex-Premier, what i s his name? Smallwood. 

SOME BON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. DOODY: We used to chase around - he used to be perpetually 

running around and the honourable Member for Bell Island was saying 

what a wonderful man he was and how he used to be constantly trying 

to sell the resources of the Province and interest people in its 

development. Well I would not want to indicate to the House that I 

am following in the footsteps of -

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. DOODY: 

You invited yourself in other words for a holiday. 

Order, please! 

The former illustrious Premier. 

You invited yourself over for a holiday. 

Order, please! 

The minister needed a holiday. 

The minister needed a holiday, Sir, yes, and most 

people in this administration have been working so hard that they 
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n"?ed holidays. But, Sir, we have not taken holidays. We intend 

tn ~•ark just as hard in the future as we have in the past. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question for the minister. 

Hould the minister care to identify the company that he went to visit 

in France? 
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MR. DOODY: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR, SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

No, Mr. Speaker, 

Well, I guess, we got that straightened out, Sir. 

Order, please! 

Mr. Speaker, seeing that I am going down to Burgeo 

on Wednesday, I wonder if the minister could give me some -

HR. ROBERTS: That is where the young ladies of the night were, 

according to Time Magazine. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR, NEARY: The • inister was not in the churches where these young 

ladies were on strike T 

MR. DOODY: A supplementary? 

MR. NEARY: No, I aa asking the • inister if he has any information 

or any news for the people in Burgeo now concerning the fish plant in 

view of the fact that the Government of Canada has aade a comitment-

MR. DOODY: If they have I have not seen it. 

MR. HEARY : - now will the Province be making a com• itment in the 

forseeable future concerning the construction of this fish plant? 

MR. SPEADR: The Hon. Minister of Industrial Develo19ent. 

MR. DOODY: Kr. Speaker, I am absolutely delighted to hear the 

member for Bell Island make a c-itment on behalf of the Govenmient of 

Canada. If you could get - a copy of that in writing showing the amount 

and the specifics of it we would be only too happy to award a contract 

as soon as tenders can be issued. We have already indicated that the 

Province of Newfoundland has -de its commitment. The estimates have 

de• onstrated -

MR. NEARY: What is the Province's comitment? 

MR. DOODY: The Province's com• it111ent i11 to put a new fish plant in 

Burgeo !IS soon as we can get a comiaient from DREE to help us with it, 

MR. NEARY: Bow • uch? Mr. Speaker -

MR. DOODY: Just a minute now. 

MR. NEARY: Yes. 

MR. D80DY: Ju11t a minute now. 

MR. SPEAICER: Order, pleue! 
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MR. DOODY: Just a minute. 

MR. SIMMONS: Another iffy. 

MR. NEARY: That is a bi~ iffy, yes. How much? 

MR. DOODY: Anyone else? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: Order, please: 

The Hon. Member for Bell Island asked a question of 

the Hon. Minister of Industrial Development. The honourable minister 

is attempting, I assume, to answer the question, and he has the right 

to be heard in silence by all members. 

MR. DOODY: Sir, we intend to take advantage of the OREE progr-e, 

the incentives progra11111e of the Department of Regional and Econ011ic 

Expansion to the greatest extent possible to help defray the cost 

of the facility that is necessary to ensure the survival of the town 

of Burgeo. Now we cannot say at this time how much the offer is going 

to be from OREE. We cannot even make a cmnitment to go ahead with the 

plant unless we first get DREE's offer. A prior commitment negates 

DREE's responsibility and the way that they have been side-stepping and 

side-slipping on the thing for the past year and a half makes it painfully 

obvious that they are not that anxious or interested in getting ahead with 

it. We would hope that this is not so. And we look forward to being 

able to tell the people in Burgeo that the Government of Canada ia 

participating. The member for Bell Island has indicated that they will 

and this to me is quite satisfying, and I am quite pleased. 

MR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, a supplementary question. I am only 

quoting what I read in the press, Sir. Is the minister aware that the 

Government of Canada and Mr. Jamieson has already stated that the 

normal grants and incentives from the Department of Regional Development 

would be put into this plant and now it is up to the Province? What 

is the Province's c0111Ditment? How far is the Province prepared to go? 

We know what Ottawa's commitments are. 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, the normal grants and conmit.-ants 

of the Department of Regional and Economic Expansion in terms of their 

Incentives offers are demonstrated by the bone yards and graveyards 

of ill-formed and ill-started ventures that were predicated on the 

assumption that they were going to get these so-called co1Ditments. 
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We have looked no further than Bide Arm to see what can happen 

on a so-called comitment from Ottawa. We can walk through 

Stephenville and look at the various sad states of industrial 

so-called develol)lllent that started over there. No, Sir, we will 

not fool the people in Burgeo. We will not lead them down the 

garden path on a deal like that. When the Department of Regional 

Economic Expansion puts it on the line how much they are prepared 

to put into that plant under their own terms of reference then we will 

be in a position to say, yea, we are going ahead with it. 

MR.. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR.. ROBERTS: Kr. Speaker, a question for the Premier. Could he 

indicate to the House 1 Sir, what reply he has made to the letter which 

he recently had dated June 9, in fact, fro• the President of the 

Federation of M~cipalities, Kr. Hogan? 

MR. MOORES: 

KR. ROBERTS: 

I will take notice of the question, Mr. Speaker. 

Well, that is fine. 

Mr. Speaker 1 a couple of supplementaries vbicb 

may baYe to be taken as notice too. Could the Premier indicate to the 

House whether the government will accede to the Federation's request 

as put by Mr. Bogan.that the Bouse be given the opportunity to debate 

at this sitting. at this session, the approach of the Public Utilities 

Board with respect to the renewed applications from the phone coapany 

and the light company for increases? 

MR. ROBERTS: No answer? 

Hr. Speaker. silence is eloquent~ 

MR. MOORES: Mr. Speaker, regarding that, I mean I have 

just told the honourable meaber that I would take notice of the first question 

which obviously, as he 11aid hiaself 1 will also deal with the supplementary 

questions that he bad to ask. Obviously what he is doing now is asking 

auppleaentary questiOIIS just to be on the record with the press rather 

than this House. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker 1 the Premier of all people should talk 

about being on record with the press~ 

Mil. SPEAKER: Order please! 
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'HR. ROBERTS: - in view of his record. Let ae ask a fµrther 

suppleiaentary. Ia the Premier willing to meet -with the Ftderation? 

And that is not a -tter w.e need notice of. la he willing to meet 

with •them to di,scuas this issue? 

MR. CROSBIE: 

MR. MOORES: 

HR. SPEAKER: 

HR .• ™1tY: 
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MR. NEARY: time left in the Question Period, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker, I woulc like to ~irect a question to the 

honourable the Premier and ask t,e Premier what time he intends to 

implement a promise made to the oeople of Bell Island to make the 

Bell Island ferry service a part of the Provincial highway system? 

PREMIER MOORES: 

MR. NEARY: -----
of -

MR. ROBERTS : 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

Order Paper, ~r. Speaker. 

Well, Mr. Spe~ker, a question to the Minister 

(Inaudible) 0·1 this ferry. 

He does not know: 

Order, please'. 

- Sir, could the Premier tell us what time the 

Minister of Transportation and Conmunications is going to be back 

in Ms seat? Is he ill or out c,f the Province or what? 

PREMIER MOORES: 

wherever he is. 

HR. REARY: 

PREMIER MOORES: 

MR. NEARY: 

he be back -

PREMIER MOORES: 

MR._NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

I do not kn- where he is today but he is busy 

He is busy? 

Yes. 

He has not been in the House since we met so will 

That is not quite true. 

No,that is trae -

Order, please'. 

Mr. Speaker, ( want to find out about - let me see -

oh yes: . The Minister of Social S «rvices; would the minister care to 

indicate now what the government's policy is on providing social 

assistance to miners in St. Lawr,·nce who are locked out and what the 

overall government policy is on providing social assistance to peoole 

on strike, or people who refuse ro cross picket lines? Has there 

been a change in policy recently? What is the policy now? Would 

the minister tell the House? 

MR. MURPHY: No. 

MR. NEARY: No answer? 

MR. MURPHY: No change. You asked me there was a change and I 

said no. What do you want.me to ilo? 

Morning 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Sneaker, I am ~issatisfied with that answer, 

Sir, 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: I am dissatisfied with that answer, Sir, and I 

wish to debate that matter on Thursday. 

MR. MURPHY: I wish you were dissatisfied with the whole House on 

times. 

MR. NEARY: ~-·-- - -- No, Thursday I am going to be in Burgeo. I had 

hetter wait. 

'11!. MURPHY: Good! ··- - - --
'.1R. NEARY: Sir, I want to find out about potatoes. The 

Premier told the House that he would look into the possibility of 

government institutions huying the potatoes. I understand that no 

potatoes have been sold to any ,i:overnment institutions. Would the 

Premier ca.re to look into that matter and see if these potatoes can 

he used in p.overnment institutions? 

PREMIER MOORES: 

t~~. MURPHY : 

'1R. NEARY: 

Put it on the Order Paper. 

Sit down, boy. 

No, but what about the spuds, the poor old spuds 

that are ~oing to be dumped? 

l--lR. SPEAKER: ·------- Order, please: Order, please: 

I will permit the honourable the Member for Hermitage a question, 

then the time will have expired for the Question Period. 

MR. SIMMONS: -- - - -- Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of 

Provincial Affairs and the Environment. He undertook to check into 

the matter relating to Grand Falls, the Grand Falls mill. Has he 

anything to report to the House at this time? 

MR. SPEAKER : The honourable the Minister of Provincial Affairs and -- - ---
the Environment. 

MR. DAl-IE: The problem in Grand Falls near by the Price mill, 

Mr. Speaker, is caused by the pilin,i: of chip wood 1which has been going 

on now, I understand, for six to eight years. It is only recently 

that sOl!le person out there decided to complain and kick up a fuss about 

the dust which is blowing around. 
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The company has informed me that this will be taken care 

of through natural attrition, The pile of chips there at the 

present time is being used steadily, and it is their hope that 

in the near future they will not have any necessity at all to 

pile chips on the outside, that they will be depending on other 

means of obtaining the chips. And, of course, when this pile 

has been depleted and used uo there should be no dust problem. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. CROSBIE: Motion 5, 

Motion, the honourable the Minister of Mines and Energv to 

introduce a bill, "An Act To Provide For The Reversion To The 

Province Of Certain Mineral Lands In Labrador," carried. (No,86) 

On motion bill read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

MR. CROSBIE: Motion 6. - ---- -
Motion, the honourable the Minister of Education to introduce 

a bill, "An Act Further To Aniend The Memorial University Act," 

carried. (Bill No. 87). 

On motion bill read a first time, ordered read a second time 

on tomorrow. 

MR. CROSBIE: Order No. 36. 

On motion second reading of a bill, "An Act Further To Amend 

'The Teacher (Collective Barg.dning) Act, 1!'73." (Bill No. 80) • 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable the Minister of Education. 

Morning 
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!fR. OTTENllEIMER: Mr. Speaker, in introducing this bill I think 

honourable members are quite familiar with its purpose, and 

indeed, with its background, and there would hardly be any need 

for me to go into any great detail because the matter, of course, 

was referred to a week or ten days ago. 

As honourable members will recall, the collective bargaining, 

the negotiations with respect to teachers' salaries and working 

conditions went on for a number of months and came to a successful 

conclusion. The meetings, of course. initially and for a period 

of rouP,hly two months were between the N.T.A. and the employers' 

group which,of course,is under Mr. Norris of Treasury Board, and 

also a representative from the Department of Education for the 

Newfoundland Federation of School Boards. Quite a large number of 

matters were settled at that stage and then, under the provisions 

of the Act, the services of a Conciliation Officer were requested 

and the matters were further narrowed down and quite a number of 

outstanding matters were settled there. 

Then again, in provision with the Act, a Conciliation Board 

was established for the few, certainly compartivelv few, matters 

still to be settled and the Conciliation 'Boar·d made its report. 

There was one section in that report which was, I think, called 

1011, 1'ut there was one section in that report which the Federation 

of School Boards did not agree with and an alternate wording was 

sur.g1>sted and on that wording there was no agreement. Then there 

were certain meetings and what was decided was to delete that 

section completely,and indeed, I think that worked out very well 

hecause this was then no longer a matter, you know, within the ambit 

of collective bargaining and I think that is quite proper. So 304 

was aRreed to by the Newfoundland Federation of School Boards, was 

agreed to by the Newfoundland Teachers' Association, that there 

would be an amendment to section 19 of the Act, and this, in fact, 

is what I am introducing now, which would and will,if and when 

enacted, more precisely, if you wish, more precisely express the 

intention of the legislation by the amending of section 19. 

The actual wording is there in the bill. There is no need for 
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me to refer to it. The Previous wording referred to the same matters . 

It was,however, the opinion of the Federation that while the 

intention of the legislation, with respect to the protection of 
/ 

the rights of term 17 of the terms of Union, while the 

intention was quite clear, it felt that the wording did not as 

accurately or as precisely as desired, or as possible, convey that 

intention. And therefore a proposed wording, a new wording was 

agreed upon and it is indeed this proposed wording as an 

amendment to the Act that I am now asking the House to concur in. 

I repeat that this has the agreement of the Newfoundland Federation 

of School Boards and the Newfoundland Teachers' Association. 

HR. SPEAKER: 

MR. 'P.B.ROWE: 

The honourable the Member for St. Barbe North. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I certainly 

endorse and agree with this particular amendment to the Act, which 

will be,I understand, section 19 of the Act. 

Sir, we witnessed, as the minister referred to, we witnessed 

long, hard, reasonable negotiations between the teachers and the 

Treasury Board. And we had our little crisesand semi- crisesand 

then everything see111ed to be aoving along quite smoothly. Then 

we had the Conciliation Board appointed, Sir, which made a very 

reasonable and a very responsible report considering 
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the settlement made a number of years qo with regard to teachers' 

salaries, Sir, and then all of a sudden a major crisis developed, 

quite unexpected by the general public of Newfoundland. So suffice it 

to say, Sir, that this amendment is certainly the right thing at the 

right time, and I am glad to see it before the Bouse, and we intend 

to support it wholeheartedly. Sir, before - I am only going to spend 

a very short period of time on this - before sitting dowa, however, 

Sir, I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate 

the teachers of this Province and in particular the negotiating te• 

for the responsible way in which they conducted negotiations and the 

whole procedure. Sir, I guess everybody knows that there was a 

militant group amongst the teachers, a very militant group in the 

N.T.A., that is the total membership, and the way that the executive 

of the N.T.A. and the negotiating team handled the whole situation 

throughout is something for which they should be co11111ended, Sir. 

And the same thing goes too for the conciliation board. 

Sir, this bill would afford one an opportunity 

to get into the whole question, the whole controversial question of 

the so-called denominational educational system in this Province and 

the weaknasses thereof and the strengths thereof. And we could spend 

hours and days and possibly months debating this thing, Sir, I would 

like to make one thing perfectly clear from my own point of view1 

and one does not speak personally in public office, but, Sir, we 

graduated in this Province, we evolved from a purely denominational 

educational system to what is now not a denominational educational 

system . We have a state denominational educational system or denominational 

state educational syatem. It is partnership between government and the 

various denominations in this Province. Without the contributions 

over the hundreds of years of our history of the denominations we would 

not have had an educational system,period. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR. F. ROWE: That is point number one, And point number two, Sir, 

6781 



June 16. 1975 Tape no. 2300 Page 2 - mw 

we have evolved a systea where a partnership exists,and a good 

partnership exiat• ,betveen govenment and the denominations. Sure 

there are weaknesses. The govenment,whether it be Liberal or P.C., 

shows weaknesa froa tiae to tiae. The churches,no aatter what denoaination 

is bei.Dg repreaented, froa time to time to time show weaknesses. But 

in the total, Sir, when you look back at it all if you had to add up 

the Jlu• es and ainuaea in education and the pros and the cons and 

look. at the benefits and the disadvantages or the advantages and 

duadvantages I think you vill find. Sir, that we have evovled a 

syatea of education in this Provillce where the advantages far outweigh 

the disadvantages, the plues far outweigh the negatives, the positives 

far outweigh the negatives. Aad, Sir, no matter what Ir.ind of a system 

of education you have anywhere in this world. there are states in the 

United States and province• in this nation of ours that clai• that they 

do not baire a denoainational system. of education, but, Sir, do they 

have probleas! They have probleaa. They have denominational problems 

in a non-denoainational educational ayatea. They have racial problems 

in a non-denoai-tional educational syatea. They have social problems 

and econoaic probleu. Sir, we got an evolTing1 or ve have had an evolution 

froa pure denoainationali•,aa far as education is concerned,to a 
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a workable state denominational education system, And I say, Sir, 

as for those who criticize the denominational educational system 

they are only looking at the weaknesses of such a system, and they 

are not looking at the advantages of it. And until we see the day, 

~ir. where the disadvantages of the system that we have, the partnership 

that we have, until the time that where we see the disadvantages outweighing 

t.~e advantages it is foolish, it is silly, it is people trying to get 

publicity for the sake of publicity, People in some cases who are 

not native Newfoundlanders, who criticize the system without truthfully 

and sincerely and analytically looking at the advantages and disadvantages. 

And I say no matter what system we have, Sir, you will find faults and 

weaknesses and trouble spots. The system that we have at the present 

time, Sir, is a workable partnersh:lp, and it is al.most like a business 

where you have two key men. We got two key components in our 

educational system and I do not think this Province at this present 

time can do without either partner in this particular educational 

svste111 that we have. 

So, Sir, I will just say then in closir.g and simply say further, 

that we think that obviously this amendment was a crucial amendment 

particularly with regards to the settlement and we certainly fully 

endorse it. 

The Minister of Social Services. 

'<II. t-'lTR.PHY: -------- - ~r. Speaker, if I may, and I do not wish to delay the 

House any length of time. But I would like to avail of a 110ment or 

t,.,o with this particular act - but first of all congratulate, and I 

t~inJ.- he is worthy of some conr;ratulations, the Mirister of Education 

for the prompt action that was taken in this matter, and to agree 

onP hundred per cent with the Hon. Member for St. Barbe North for 

the at.titude that was taken hy hoth sides in this agreement. And 

also, Sir, for those people ~,ho ne!!:otiated this agreement that we 

have readv to sign, 1 imagine if it is not signed already. 

But, Sir, again I would like as the beneficiary perhaps of 

the educational system as it pertains today, and thankful for what I 

got for practically nothing because we had nothing to pay for, and 
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I hear people talking about nationalizing -

MR. NEARY: Did you get as far as Tom's dog? 

MR. MURPHY: - education now. As I say1 they were trying to 

nationalize everything else. You know, let us not lose sight of the 

fact, Sir, of the years that have gone and what contributions were 

~de by ;all denominations, because as I think the honourable member 

again said,that without these people I think our education would 

have been practically nil if anything at all in the hard years and 

we can go back. 

But it does give 111.e a chance, Sir, to refer to a tremendous 

event that is to take place beginning in the Fall of this year, is 

the celebration, Sir, of the hundredth 'anniversary of the arriving 

in Newfoundland of the Irish Christian Brothers. That is going to 

be a gala occasion, Sir, and as a graduate of the Christian Brothers 

system I would like to offer my congratulations at this particular 

time, I am very actively connected with that celebration, and to 

say again how fortunate we have been to have had the denominational 

education with us for all the years - so many of us who perhaps 

today are not rpcipients of what we call the modern day of education. 

There have been many frills added. I do not think the denominational 

education solves all of the problems nor can government solve all 

of the problems. But, I think, Sir, it is a matter of getting on the 

same tTack and do what we can to bhe best of our ability for those who 

need a good solid, at least, elementary and high school education. 

So again, Sir, I would like to say how happy I 111.'1 that this 

matter has been resolved, It was a very, very ticklish. matter, 

Sir, at the time. And when we thought that everything was underway 

with the Teachers1 Association and those responsible for signing the 

agreement, this ugly matter reared its head, and for a few hours it 

was a very, very serious matter, Sir. And I would like to again 

congratu1-,te all those concerned, and particularly, Sir, the Minister 

of Education who I think handled it in a very, very proper manner 

without becoming incensed or upset about the whole thing,and to all 

those who did arrive at this agreement, Sir, my congratualtions. 
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MR. SPF.AKF.R (STAGG): If the minister speaks now he closes the debate. 

HR. O'ITENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his kind 
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remarks and indeed to thank the honourable the Member for St. 

Barbe North for his and the Opposition's support of this hill. 

Certainly there is no doubt, and I think the puhlic of 

Newfoundland know,that the way in which the collective bargaining 

proceeded, the various stages through which it went is a credit 

to all involved. It is a credit to the Newfoundland Teache.rs' 

Association, it is a credit to the ROVernment bargainers, the 

Federation of School Boards representative, the Chairman of that 

group who is Mr. Norris of Treasury Board staff. 

All of the negotiations which were lengthy, complex, very 

complex, were carried on in a mature, professional and resPonsihle 

manner, which indeed is a credit to all concerned, and is I think. 

an example for the way in which collective bargaining can be 

carried on,and hopefully, will be carried on. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: 

Do not forget to thank the Conciliation Board. 

No. They did an excellent 1ob, the conciliation 

Officer and the Board. Indeed, all who were involved in the 

lengthy, and complex, and difficult, and delicate negotiations did 

excellently, with a maturity and a professionalism and a sense of 

responsibility to their memberships, to their constituency. if you 

wish, and to the Province, to the general public,which it is a 

great pleasure to point out and to put foTI~ard as an example of how 

these negotiations, indeed, can and should be carried out, and the 

kind of attitudes and professional, and responsible attitude which 

should be brought to this important process. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I really do not wish to say anything else. 

The main difference, actually, between the two •••ordings is that 

in the original wording the word"conferred"is used. There is the 

suggestion that term 17 - of the Terms of Union - conferred rights, 

'~orning 

or if you wish, you know, made them up, created them, conferred them 

whereas, certainly, the spirit was and the fact is, that it"preserves" 

rights. So there is certainly a distinction there between the conferral 

and the preservation, and this, I think, was one of the main factors. 

But I thank honourable gentlemen for their comments and I am oleased 

to move second reading. 
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On motion. a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Teacher 

(Collective !larp:ain1.np:) Act, 1973 1 " read a a second time, ordered 

referred to a Conmittee of the 1-lhole House presently by leave. 

'fR. OTTENHF.I!"IF.R: Order 7. - - - -
~otion. second readinp: of a hill, "An Act Further To 

!l111encl The Workmen's Compensation Act.'' (Bill No. 44). 

'1R. SPEAJ~ER (Sta~g): The honourable the H:l.n1.ster of Manpower and 

lnd~trial Relations. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is mainlv to up~ade the 

henefi~s uaid by the Workmen's Compensation Board to injured 

workmen or their dependents. In various cases it is an exercise 

that is done nearl..,. everv vear or one that has been carried out 

"!{on,ing 

annually for the last two or three years at least. It is an attl!lllllt 

to trv to bring the benefits of t.'1.e "Workmen's Co111Densation Board, 

payable in Newfomtdland, up to more or less the national standard 

or as close as we can come to the national standard. I think with 

the present Act there vill urobably only he two provinces, I believe 

8ritish Columbia and Ontario, that will be slightly ahead of 

Newfoundland in the benefits paid. All the other provinces will be 

behind Newfoundland - less benefits than Newfoundland - but it is 

certainly something that is necessary because of the increase in the 

cost of living. It is something that we will have to do, no doubt, 

.nearlv everv year as we have in the vast two or three years. 

The bill also bas a counle 
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of other sections, one dealing with automatic coverage for employe~s 

in the pulpwood logging industry. And 'we have found over the past 

few years that employers have assumed in lots of cases that they are 

autoaatically covered because the assessments in the pulpwood industry 

are based on cordage as opposed to hours of work or the amount per 

hour,and a lot of employers,especially the smaller ones,have not 

made an application to be covered under the Workaan's Compensation 

Act 1 but we have found that they do want to be covered so this will 

provide an automatic coverage so that when a workman is injured in the 

logging industry there will be automatic coverage for that workman. 

The act also reflects the decision some time ago 

of government to restructure the composition of the Workmen's Compensation 

Board in the appointllent of two advisers to the board 1 one representing 

labour 1 one representing management, This new structure. I believe, will 

benefit the Board and help it to be • ore representative of all segmente 

of society. The new people who have been ap~inted to the Board will 

certainly add a gr-t deal to the progress of workmen's compensation 

in the Province of Newfoundland. There has been quite a review going on 

in the laet few months regarding benefits paid, the method of workmen's 

compensation in Newfoundland, to try to bring it up to a standard of all 

of Canada. 

The bill further rewords a section in the act regarding 

the setting up of a committee of medical referees to look into 

various diseases, industrial diseases that are appendices scheduled 

to the act and to advise on which diseases ehould be included in the 

schedule. It also adds a couple of new diseaees to the schedule:or 

newly designated diseases to the schedule in the case of the St. Lawrence 

miners,aainly silicosis and carcinoma which the Workmen's Compensation 

Board has found was necessary. This is for former employees of the 

St. Lawrence mines. I do not t.ow if there is much else I can say 

in relation to introducing the bill except to reiterate again that 

the main purpose of it is to upgrade the allowances paid and to bring 
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them in line with most other jurisdictions in Canada and somewhat 

ahead of most of the jurisdictions. I, therefore, move second 

reading. 

MR. SPEAICER (Hr. Wells): The Bon. Member for Bell Island. 

~- NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the minister pointed out in his 

few introductory remarks, Sir, that this bill is pr:IJlarily dasigned 

to increase the rate of coiapensation to those who are either on 

permanent or partial disability. Well, Mr. Speaker. this is, I suppose, 

to be expected in a time of galloping inflation. I would have hoped 

myself, Sir, that the bill would go a step further and include in the 

bill a COLA clause, a clause based on the cost of living so that year 

after year the minister would not have to come into the Bouse, year in 

and year out• asking for an increase in the benefits to be paid to 

recipients of Workmen's Coapensation. I think it should be autc:aatic. 

The increases should be based on the cost of living. and it would have 

been a very silllple matter, when the draftsmen were making this bill, 

to include a COLA clause the same as now we are seeing in agreements 

between labour, between employees and their employers. Unfortunately 

this particular group we are talking about here, Sir, have nobody 

to bargain for them. They have to take just whatever the government 

or the Workmen's Compensation Board passes on to them and in this 

case thev are going to up the maximum from $9,000 and bring it up to 

$10,500 which on the surface would appear to be an increase of $1,500. 

This, I asst.DDe, and the minister can clarify this when he closes 

the debate, is a maximum. 
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There are a lot of recipients of workmen's compensation who do not 

come near that amount because it is based on their income over -

I do not know what period it is - over a certain period before they 

were injured or went off on workmen's compensation. So there are 

a lot of people drawing workmen's compensation who do not come near 

that $10,500 amount. So I would - the point I am making here is, 

Sir, that a lot of recipients of workmen's compensation are still 

below the income that one is expected,or the head of the Louse 

is expected to have in order that his family may live in dignity . 

Now, Mr, Speaker, there are two or three other aspects of 

the bill that I would like to touch on briefly. And I suppose -

incidentally before I get off this matter, Sir, of benefits to 

recipients of workmen's compensation, Mr. Speaker, it was always 

a source of annoyance to me that people who were injured,partically 

or totally disabled,received so little compensation from so wealthy 

an organization. I am told, Mr. Speaker, that the Worlanen's Compensation 

Board is one of the wealthiest institutions in Newfoundland1. The 

Minister of Mines and Energy smiles~ 

MR. BARRY: Get serious! ------
MR. NEARY: No, ,but it is. It is true. 

MR. BARRY: Oh absolutely! 

MR. NEARY: It is true, Sir. It is a fact. 

MR. BARRY: What? 

MR. NEARY: They are one of the wealthiest institutions in Newfoundland, 

the Workmen's Compensation Board. 

MR. BARRY: Who gets the profits then? 

MR. NEARY: That is exactly the point, who gets the profits? The 

injured party, the people who receive Workmen's Compensation do not 

get the profits. They are building up a huge fund, and they have 

tremendous, they have millions of dollars invested. As a matter of 

fact a few years ago they were talking about putting up their own 

building 1they were going to go in the real estate business. They 

buy government bonds. They buy a lot of the bonds that this government 

sell. 
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"1t. MURPHY: The Opposition soppped that. That vas their fault. 

MR. NF.ARY: Stopped what? Stopped the building? 

MR. MURPHY: The people wanted us to put up a building -

MR. RARRY: Get serious. 

MR. NEARY: The minister is confirming what I am saying, Sir. 

They are. The Minister of Mines and Energy can say, "Get serious", all 

he likes. They are a wealthy institution. 

MR. MURPHY: I do not know how wealthy they are. 

MR. BARRY: That is a misleading way of putting it, ''They went 

and built up a fund." 

MR. TJl'OMS: 'llhat is that if it is not wealth? 

MR. NEARY: Sir, they are wealthier than some of the banks in this 

PTI>vince and that is saying something. 

MR. ~PHY: The Grand Banks. 

MR. THO~<;: I think you are right. 

MR. NEARY: And the -

AN HON. MEMBER: He is laughing at you, Sir. 

MR. NEARY: - and the benefits of that, Sir, the benefits should 

be passed on to the recipients. 

SOME HON. p,!EJo'RERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR. BA'l!RY: Are you serious? 

MR. NEARY: The people who are - yes, the employees - it is the 

employer who contributes. I do not think the employee contributes 

anything. The employer is the one who is assessed. 

l-lR. RARRY: Where does the money come from? 

MR. NEARY: Well I do not know how they get it, but I do know 

that they are very, very wealthy. And so I would not -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

}'ll. SPEAKER (STAGG) : Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: I would not boast about the fact that you are going to 

raise the ceiling and the dependents of these people who are on 

workmen's compensation are going to get increased benefits. It does 

not go far enough to my liking, because these are the people who 

should be getting the benefits, and not letting this huge fund build 

up while we have recipients of workmen's compensation living below 
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the poverty line, and that is the point that I am making. 

MR. AYLWARD: Hear: Hear! 

MR. NEARY: There you go. My friend agrees with me. But 

that is an absolute fact, Sir . An absolute fact. And-

MR. MURPHY: What do you mean by poverty line? 

MR. NEARY: The poverty line? The Minister of Social Services 

does not know,does he? 

MR. MURPHY: Carry on! 

MR. AYLWARD: For the first time I think he is making eense-

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

MR. AYLWARD: You are making sense. C',0 ahead. 

MR. NEARY: That is right, It does make a great deal of sense, 

Sir, and as far as I am concerned the bill does not go far enough. 

I do not know what they are ever going to do with this huge fund, 

Sir, they are building up. Maybe some day they will put up their 

own building1I do not know, and rent out space to the government rather 

than go outside. But they are a very wealthy organization, Sir. And 

as far as I am concerned more benefits should be passed on to the 

recipients of Workmen's Compensation. 

Now, Sir, as far as including the workmen in the St. Lawrence 

Mines who suffered from silicosis or carcinoma1covering them under 

this act, now I would say that is a good thing. I do not think that 

anybody would object to that. But again, Sir, the bill does not go 

far enough. 

MR. HICKMA!I: It did at the time. 

HR. NEARY: Oh no it did not, Sir 0 As it happened I was the minister 

who instituted a special fund in St. Lawrence. 

HR. MORGAN: Did not Mr. Hickman? 

Mil. NEARY: No, SirJ Mr. Hickman did not have a say, a finger, no 

input, none whatsoev~r. Be ties to get a little mileage for it dawn 

there, but the people of St. Lawrence know that when I was Minister 

of Social Services and 
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MR. NEARY: Gerrv Power the Director of Social Assistance, be 

spent two weeks in St. Lawrence, and the formula for that special , 

fund, Sir. was worked out hv none other than yours truly and the 

officials of my deparbnent. 

MR. RARRY: Did that not wipe out the fund there or some 

of the Workmen• s Compensation funds at the time? 

MR. NF..ARY: -- - - - No, Sir, the benefits of the special fund in 

St. Lawrence was stacked on top of Workmen's Compensation and 

stacked on top of Social Assistance. 

MR. BARRY: Yes, but it could be the fund that had been 

built up, the Workmen's CO!lll)ensation Board had funding and -

~- NEARY: No. No, Mr. Speaker, the sepcial fund I am 

referring to, fifty per cent was contributed by the Province and 

fifty per cent by the company. It was supposed to be a three way 

deal hetween the company, the Government of Csnada and the Province 

of Newfoundland. The Government of Canada have not to this day 

put one cent, one red cent into that fund, and it is being paid out 

now throup,h contributions on behalf of the province and the 

company, Alcan. Even the fonner company in St. Lawrence, Sir, -

forget the name of that company now -

MR. MURPHY: Newfoundland Fluorspar. 

Joffi.. NEARY : No, not Newfoundland Fluorspar, no. Yes, 

probahly it was but I do not remember the owner's name. 

MR. BARRY : 

MR. NEARY : 

"TR. BARRY: 
~ -- ~-

MR. NEARY: - --- --
MR. RARRY: ·--- -- --
'fR. NEARY: --- -- . - ---~ 
MR. AYLWARD: 

MR. NEARY: - · ---

Siebens 

Who? 

Siebens. 

Sieben? How do you spell it? 

S-i-e-b-e-n-s. 

Yes but anvway -

Siebarts. 

Siebarts. That is it, Siebarts. I wrote the 

former owners of that company. I wrote them several times and they 

did not Pven have the courtesy to acknowledge my letters. 

~ ~RR_Y_: __ 

MR. NEARY: 
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my predecessor also wrote. I do not know if they could read his 

letters or not. I think I had a pretty efficient and capable 

secretary who was able to type, But they did not even acknowledge 

the letters. So it ended up that the province and Alcan built 

up this fund and are now paying out benefits to the survivors 

and families of that dreaded disease in the St. Lawrence mine. 

Now I might say that it was a recommendation that was made 

by the Aylward Royal Commission. We were merely following out one 

of the reco111111endations made by my friend, my learned friend from 

Placentia East. But, Sir, it is only now that the workmen in 

St. Lawrence are going to be included under the Workmen's 

Compensation Act. But, Mr. Speaker, when all the disclosures, 

startling disclosures, I might say, shocking disclosures of the 

past couple of weeks, and I pres1DDe this bill was drafted before 

the Minister of Mines and Energy made his startling disclosures 

outside of the House of the number of cases of silicosis in Labrador 

City, twenty-five, I think, the minister said had been discovered -

I think ten or eleven confirmed and research being done on the other 

eleven or twelve -

_HR.. BAllllY: Fourteen. 

MR. REARY: Fourteen. And then we hear - not only do we hear 

TID10urs, Sir, but the Minister of Health, the former Minister of 

Health confirmed for me in the House on a number of occasions that 

cases of silicosis bad been discovered in Buchana. 

MR. BAB.RY: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. BARRY: 

working conditions 

MR. NEARY: -----

Under study. 

Not confirmed but they are -

You know, these are cases that arose prior to the 

No, no, no, Sir. No. Mr. Speaker, -

Morninp, 

MR. MURPHY: What was happening when we came in eh, with all this 

stuff? It did not happen in two years. 

HR. NEARY: I an coming to that. I will tell the minister what 

happened prior to their coming in. 

MR. MURPHY: ------ Did it all happen overnight? 
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MR. NEARY: Yes, Sir. One thing, Mr . Speaker, I am 

intellectually honest and I think members of the House -

MR. DOODY: You got a heart of gold. 

MR. NEARY: I may not have leadership qualities but I 

certainly have a brilliant heart. 

'iR. MURPHY: --- - -
MR. NEARY: 

MR. STAGG: -- - - -
MR. NEARY: - - -----

That is Tight. 

Never, ever made the top five because of my -

You are the best leader over there "Steve". 

I got a brilliant heart but I do not have the 

leadership qualities. 

It is not much of a compliment but it is the 

best we have • 

MR. NEARY, Yes, Sir, never ever made the to-p five, Mr. 

Speak.er, but certainly had a brilliant heart. 

Rut getting back to this matter, Sir, which I consider 

Morning 

to be a very, very serious matter, I do not think the bill has really 

gone far enough. I think in view of all the disclosures and the 

dust problems and the health hazards now that have been confirmed 

by both the former Minister of Health and by the present Minister of 

Mines and Energy and various other members of this House, that the 

bill should have included workmen in Buchans, and workmen in Labrador 

City. And, Sir -

MR. MURPHY: Raie Verte? 

MR. NEARY: Oh, I am coming to that. Now just take your 

time now~ 
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MR, NEARY: Send me over a candy, I am dying this mornin~ for 

saaething sweet, 

And. Mr, Speaker, with the present controversy. 

confrontation in Long Harbour where we are told that despite 

the fact that on a number of occasions in this honourable House and outside 

of this House stepa have been taken to try to improve the health 

hazards and the working conditions at Long Harbour that one of the 

reasons given today by the men, and I understand they barred off the 

roads in Long Harbour this morning. that all the issues there are not 

monetary issues, One of the big issues worrying and tormenting the workers 

at Long Harbour and making them sick to their stomachs. not only 

literally either but they are getting sick on the job. being advised 

by physicians and their medical advisers to get out of that plant 

down there, to find a job somewhere else. And the reports we hear 

eaaanating froa the university that did studies on Long Harbour and a 

report I saw last week in the newspaper that the trees. the countryside, 

the vegetation around Long Harbour and down in that general vicinity 

is all dying. 

MB.. MDllPIIY: You are not surprised at that are you? 

MR. IIEARY: No, I - not surprised, Sir. 

MR. MURPHY: We debated that in the House of Asseably before the 

bloOlling thing ever went there. 

MR. REARY: So what: So what: I 1B debating it now, I am trying 

to draw attention to it nov. Hr. Speaker, because there is an industry 

in Long Barbour, a phosphorous plant does not necessarily mean that 

I was the one who danced fr<a the roof tops when they put it there. 

It does not necessarily • ean that, It does not necessarily mean that. 

Sir. The honourable Pre• ier looks at me rather quizzically and says, 

well why did you agree with it? Who said I agreed with it? 

MR. MDllPIIY: You did one hundred per cent. 

Hll. MOORES: Well, who was calling the tunes? 

MR. IIEARY: I was not calling the tunes. I was only a little 

messenger boy, a backbencher. I was right down there where the 

Minister of Rural Development sits now. Half the t:lllle I did not know 

what was going on, I am like half the crowd over there now. I never ever 
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know it until I see the Premier on television or pick up a newspaper. 

MR. MOORES: We have another one now. 

MR. NEARY: There we go. I presume it is on Western Newfoundland. 

I gave you the opening this morning. You should give me ten per cent. 

Mr. Speaker, the fact remains, Sir, that the industry 

is there and how it got there, how it landed down there in Long Harbour 

is of no real significance at this momene But the fact remains that 

there are people in this Province, experts, and the workers in the 

plant down there say that there are still health hazards,and conditions 

are not what they should be. Now, Sir, if this honourable crowd do not 

do anything about it, then they are equally as guilty as the ones that 

they are saying that went before them who did not do anything about it. 

MR. HUR.PHY: 

MR. NEARY: 

Who wants to clean out the barn after a bunch of horses? 

But, Mr. Speaker, this is the crowd who were going to 

clean up everything, Sir. They were going to clean out all the manure. 

No favouritism, no patronage, no extravagance and no waste and no 

borrowing. They were going to do it all. 

MR. DOODY: No executive assistants. 

MR. NEARY: No executive assistants, nothing. 

MR. BARRY: No debts. 

MR. NEARY: So I am merely reminding the House, Sir, and I hope 

the people of this Province, that this is the honourable group of 

gentlemen who were going to correct all the misdemeanors and all the 

illnesses and all the badness,if you want to put it that way,and all 

the -

HR. DOODY: 

MR. NEARY: 

Ma. MURPHY: 

MR. NF.AI.Y: 

Slieveenary. 

- slieveenary and corruption of the past. 

(Inaudible). 

All attributed sometimes to mistakes of the heart. 

But, Sir, here it is, We still have that situation now, Here is a 

golden opportunity, Mr. Speaker, for the administration to show their 

sincerity, Sir, They are bringing in a bill now, and it is only a 

matter of the Government House Leader making a minor amendment to this 

hill. The Minister of Manpower and Industrial Development cannot do it, 

because it is his bill. One of his colleagues can,and go a step further 
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and provide not only the workmen in St, L.awrence but the workmen in 

Buchana , the workmen in Long Ha-rbour, the workmen iu Labrador City 

and tbe workmen in Baie Verte be included under this act for the 

purpose of determining silicosis and· carci.no111a, 

MR. MAYNARD: They already are, 

MR, NEARY: No, Sir! Well, the minister did not -make that clear. 

Maybe I am just tilting at windmills here. 

MR. MA'lllARD: They are now. 

MR. mwtY: They are •now? Well why are we making a special 

i,rori.aion for St. Lawrence workmen! 

MR. AYI.VARD-: Legal action -

MR • . BAIUlY: They have a special arrange.ent, 
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~ .-_ NEARY: I am just gettin~ the min:Lster's -

SOME BON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

~R. NEARY: Are thev included now under this section that 

will provide for recognition of the workmen in St. Lawrence? 

'IR. MAYNARD: They are recognized. 

'TTl. NF.ARY: They have been.so it is not necessarv. 

MR. MAYNARD: St. Lawrence is a special case. 

MR. NEARY: The reason St. Lawrence is heing brought in is 

hPcause of the special fund, is that it? 

AN HON. MF.MBER: Yes. - - ---·- ---
"'R. ~EARY : ···--· -- I see. So the Workmen's Compensation benefits, 

Social Assistance benefits are stacked on top of the special flllld. 

Now, Sir, Okay~ That is fine. So, Mr . Speaker, my concern 

for havinr. these people included, Sir, under the Workmen's Compensation 

Act, then is really not as great. The only thing that I can say now, 

Sir, is this, and I think I have said it in this honourable Rouse before, 

is the fact - I know the honourable Member for Harbour Grace would not 

like to hear this because he may be trying to drum up a little 

business for himself - but, Sir - and the honourable member is not 

supposed to speak in the Rouse from other than his own seat - but, 

Mr. Speaker, we are going to have to keep a close watch on Buchans, 

Baie Verte, Long Harbour, Labrador City and St. Lawrence. 

HR. DOODY: And Bell Island. 

MR. NF.ARY: Not, Bell Island, Sir, although the honourable the 

Minister of Social Services a few moments ago said, "Well, what hai,J)elled 

before? What happened before?'' Well, what happened before, Sir, that 

the medical people who are really the ones who determine, you know, 

whether you have a condition, a respiratory condition or not, the 

medical people - maybe they were quite justified at the time because 

we did not have the technology - said that it was very difficult, it 

was almost impossible, next to impossible to discover silicosis. 

I was bortt and raised in a mining conmnmi ty, Sir, and I lived 

t here f.or the first - let me see - the first thirty-eight years of my 

life I lived in a mining cornmunitv. Sometimes I was undergrolllld, 

most of the time I was on the surface. But the dust on the surface was 
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almost as bad, I would say that sometimes it was even worse -

the dust from the stockpiles and the cars and the trucks, the 

ore cars dumping and the trucks dumping -

HR. MURPHY: 

red sheep. 

MR. NEARY: -----

The only place in the world where they had 

That it right. We had red sheep, red bucks 

and red goats. I remember a story one time they told us, this 

Syrian Priest came down from Sydney and they used to have Mass 

there once a year in St. Peter's Church on the Green. And the 

Syrian Priest would come down from Sydney to have Mass once a 

year and preach a :sermon, and all the Syrians and all the people 

of Beli Isalnd would go. But I remember this old Syrian guy was 

sitting up in the front seat - there was just props under the 

Momin!!! 

Church, it was a real old church like you see around various 

Newfoundland outports- and he was hard of hearing, this old gentleman, 

this old Syrian who was sitting up in the front. And the Priest 

started off by say.lng, "Hark! I hear a voice~" And the old guv in 

the front seat said, "Father, that the bad boy drive the red goat 

under the Church." 

So, the minister is perfectly right. We did have red goats 

and red sheep on the Island. It is a wonder, Sir, that all the 

people of Bell Island did not have silicosis. But the doctors -

MR. DOODY: Red goats and pink members. 

HR. NEARY: I was not a med>er at the time. There was a 

Tory -aed>er there at the ti.Jne, by the way. 

MR. YOUNG: 

c&111paign manager. 

HR. NEARY: 

MR.. DOODY: 

HR. NEARY: 

MR. JX>ODY: 

HR. NEARY: 

You were his campaign manager. You were his 

No, I was not his campaign manager. 

You were Jim McGrath's CBlll1)aign 111anager. 

Who? 

Jim McGrath. 

I campaigned for Jim McGrath on a personal -

that was a personal thing, because I met him when he was bellhop down 

at the Newfoundland Hotel. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: The houourable aeaber vanders 

far afield but then he manages to get back to the topic. I 

suggest to the houourable IIK!lllber that he 111ight be an:e pertinent 

persisteiitly. 

MR. MURPUY: 

MR. NEARY: 

Be nice now, Mr. Speaker is not nasty today. 

But, Mr. Speaker• thi.s dust probleaa bas always 

been there, to answer the minister, but the X-rays would not show 

up silicosis. 

My answer to that b that I would say that there 

!Ire men walking around Bell Island today suffering from ches.t 

conditions, from respiratory conditi0118. I would say tha.t if they 

do not have silicosis, by God! I tell you you could fool me. They 

are there now tod!IY walking around. I do not ko.ow but I got a 

bit of a chest condition iayself. I do 110t Slll8ke cigarettes 
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but I got that hacking cough once in a while, and a 

little bronchitis and a little -

:!:IR. BARRY: 

:!:IR. NEARY: 

It went to your head instead of your chest. 

No, Sir, it did not. No, Mr. -

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh , oh ! 

MR. SPEAKER (STAGG): Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: But, Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of men not only 

on Bell Island, you will find it in Buchans too because we heard 

recently that some of the residents in Buchans who live on the 

surface, who have never been underground,they have silicosis, and 

this is a very serious matter and I hope that the Minister of 

Manpower and Industrial Relations and my learned friend the Minister 

of Mines and Energy will laid special emphasis on this serious problem 

in the future, and the Minister of Health, the new Minister of Health,it 

is something that we are going to have to watch, Sir, very, very 

carefully. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is not much else I can say about this 

bill except the increases in the rate, Sir, are due to come in force 

on, I think, paragraph (a) Section 2 shall come into force on the 

1st. day of January 1976, (There goes that backing cough again), and 

that is to bring the max1nann •1p to $10,500, Sir. Well, Mr. Speaker, 

I vould like to see the act amended to make that retroactive to the 

1st. of January this year. The Workmen's Compensation Board has the 

money. It is not like they are a poor outfit. They have the money 

to do it. And then Section 4 shall come into force on the 1st. day 

of July 1975. Let us see what Section 4 is, Subsection (1) of 

Section 18 of the said Act is amended by deleting from paragraph 

(c) the vords "one hundred dollars" and substituting "ollf' hundred 

and fifty dollars". Not a very generous increase. But I think at 

fifty dollars a month-but I think it should be made retroactive 

to January 1st. 1975 ral:her than come into force on the 1st. day of 

July. And Sections 9 and 11 ~hall come into force on the 20th. 

day of July 1975. Let us see what Sections 9 and 11 are - 9 and 11, 

to increase the amount from three hundred dollars and one hundred 

and fifty dollars,these are all reference to the previous sections 
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of the bill, i~1erever they appear wherein and substituting thereof 

five hundred dollars and two hundred and twenty-five dollars 

respectively. That is to come into effect on the 20th. day of 

July, and I think, Sir, that also should be retroactive to the 

1st. of January 1975. No reason why it could not be, Mr. Speaker. 

The money is there. The workmen themselves have made a major 

contribution, the employers have paid, it does not cost the 

taxnavers of this Province one cent. A lot of recipients of 

Workmen's Compensation are living below the proverty line. And I 

think that the humanitarian thing to do is for the minister and the 

administration, if they are sincere in this matter, to make all of 

these increases retroactive to the 1st. of January 1975. 

Now as far as the minister's reference to restructuring the 

~orkmen's Compensation Board is concerned, well, Sir, we saw again 

what happened in this particular instance. We heard a lot of 

criticism about political appointments and favouritism and political 

natronage, and the minister had the opportunity to get away from that, 

could not resist the temptation to appoint party supporters to the 

Workmen's Compensation Board, and then have the gall and the nerve 

to say that they were the representatives of management and labour, 

when in actual fact, Sir, labour was not consulted, One of the 

gentlemen appointed to that Board as a matter of fact is a supporter 

and partv worker for my honourable friend the junior Member for Harbour 

Hain. 

:MR. DOODY: 

lfR. DOODY: 

}IR. NEARY: ·--··-

He is very sensible. 

And I would -

That sounds like a great qualification. 

- I would say , Sir, that - to me, the minister may 

think it is a great qualification. Too much of a coincidence, Sir. 

MR. DOYLE: He is also the business a~ent for the Iron 

Workers. 

-~· NF:ARY: But not the :me that was recollll!lended by the Newfoundland 

Federation of Labour. 
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~ -_!l:9_0DY: Who did they recollllllend? 

~N]YIRY: They did not reco111111e'Dd anyhody hecause they we,e not 

asked. 

MR., DOOD'Y : Ob I see. 

MR. NEARY: They were not asked. And yet the iidnister st-ands in 

his place in this honourable Bouse and has [the gall and the nerve 

and the face to tell us that these people and the advisot-s who are 

going to be- appointed represent management and labour. 

MR.. imRPHY: A confit:med Liberal. 

MR.. NEARY: Who is a confirmed Liberal? 
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MR. NEARY: 

MR. DOYLE: 

"ffi. NEARY: 

Who? 

You should know. 

Mr. Sneaker, these representatives that have 

been appointed to the Board are political appoinbnents. It is 

just as well to la:y it on the line and face the facts. But it 

does not make any difference, Sir, what I say in this honoourable 

House about political appointments, about political patronage or 

favouritism, it is not going to change the situation one bit, 

because we have too many people in this honourable House, Sir, 

Morning 

who will stand up and tell you right to your face, stand up and 

tell you that. "Oh,political patronage has been going on ever since 

we have had democratic govenunent and is going to continue to go 

on immaterial of what government you have." So when you hear, Sir, 

responsible people, influential ministers - you hear the Minister 

of Fisheries.for instance,making a statement of that sort - what 

would ex,,ect from the juniors,like the Minister of Manpower and 

Industrial Relations,who have no influence at all in the cabinet? 

Just sitting there like a stick of furniture on the eighth floor, 

what else would you expect? 

The Minister of Fisheries says, "Oh political patronage is a 

thing you must accept." I say it is not a thing you must accept, 

Sir. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR. DOODY: ----- - You fought against it long and hard. 

t-\R. NEARY: - ·- --- I certainly have, All my life I have fought. All 

my adult life, Sir, I have fought against it. 

MR. MURPHY: ----- He put a member on the Workmen's Compensation 

Board. He did not even know the chap at all. Right? 

MR. NEARY: If the honourable minister is referring to a 

former member of the Workmen's Compensation Board, then I can tell 

him now -

MR. MURPHY: 

'!R. NEARY: 

A good man. 

Straight to his face, that if he got the job it 

was on his qualifications,not on my recommendation. 
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MR. MURPHY: No: 

MR. NEARY: No. No. And the Minister of Fisheries can sit 

over there and make his snide remarks and his -

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: -----
MR. PICKFORD: 

MR. NEARY: 

whatsoever. 

HJt. BllE'l'T: 

MR. NEARY: 

Any others? Carry on. 

Order, please! 

- silly grin on his face. 

Onward. 

That appointment was not made on my rec011111endation. 

It was against your recommendation. 

Against it? No, Sir, I had no say in it. None 

But you fought against it, you say. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to accept that 

principle, that political patronage is here to stay. 

MR. MURPHY: To the victor belongs the spoils. 

MR. NEARY: I am not prepared to accept it. I think that people 

should be appointed to a position on their merits, on their qualifications -

AN HOIJOURABLE MEMBER: Rear: Rear! 

MR. NEARY: - and not because they are brown nosin~ with the 

miniater or hobnobbing with the family compact, or supporting one 

party or the other. This is what is causing half the trouble in the 

world today, political corruption. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hurray! Hurray! 

MR. NEARY: ----- And ministers can laugh in this honourable House if 

they like, but this is where it all begins. The corruption starts 

with the 11.ttle thing. We saw it in Southeast Asia, we see it now in 

India -

MR. CROSBIE: 

the window. 

MR. NEARY: -----
KR.. YOURG: 

MR. NEARY: 

I expect to see a bolt of lb;htening come through 

No. No, Ur. Speaker -

Want a glass of water? 

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that the Minister of 

Manpower and Industrial Relations would cease to appoint, make 

political appointments to such an important board as the Worlcmen's 

Compeneation Board, where people have to make decisions on whether or 
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not a workman is, first of all, entitled to Workmen's Compensation 

and then the amount that he should get. Are they going to make 

Morni.ng 

a decision on whether or not he is a P.C.? Whether or not he can 

afford a lawyer? Whether or not he has pull with one minister or 

another? Whether he has political pull with the administration in 

power? All these decisions should be completely made impartially 

Sir, by members of the Workmen's Compensation Board. I am not saying 

that they are not, but there is that danger, that weakness in what 

the minister is doing, the policy he is following. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MR. NEARY: The policy he is following is a very dangerous 

one. 

MR. SPEAKER: ------ - Order, please! Order, please! 

I just want to interrupt, if the honourable member will 

permit, before the group leaves the galleries. I have just been 

informed that we have in the galleries a group of Young Voyaguers 

from the Province of Saskatchewan who are here on an exchange visit. 

On behalf of all the members of our legislature I certainly welcome 

vou to the Province and specifically to our House of Assembly, and 

hope that your visit here is most interesting and informative. 

MR. NEARY : You know, Mr. Speaker, I am very happy that these 

young students are here today from the Province of Saskatchewan because 

our \forkmen' s Co111T>ensation Act that we are amending here today and 

our Labour 
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Relations Act, and most of our labour legislation was copied from 

legislation that was introduced into the T.egislature and passed by 

an ~.D.P. Government in Saskatchewan. And I want to offer my 

congratulations to Premier Blakney who was recently returned to 

the Legislature of Sask~tchewan, maybe with a smaller majority,hut 

the people still have faith, Sir, in the N.D.P. Government which 

in my opinion, which in my opinion, Sir, is the only party in Canada 

today that has a social conscience. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, o'I-., 

MR. BARRY: 

MR. NEARY: 

Your party? But your party? 

- has a social conscience. 

AN HON. MEMBER: What your party? 

MR. NEARY: My party is the closest that you can get to having a 

social conscience. 

MR. YOUNG: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

They have no conscience. They have no conscience. 

The N.D.P. 

MR. oon.E: The N.D.P. are all at the university. 

MR. NEARY: But until we get away from -

MR. oon.E: They are headquartered over there. 

MR. NEARY: Until, Mr. Speaker, unless and until we get away from 

going with out hand out for contributions to run our campaigns and 

our elections.~hen I am afraid that we are going to have a corrupt 

system. 

MR. SPEAICER.: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: They are changing that in Saskatchewan. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

has gone·on for sometime now, 

of this bill. 

The honourable Member for Bell Island 

being very irrelevant to the principle 

MR. NEARY: However, Sir, I am sure that out in the Province of 

Saskatchewan you will find today that they do not lll3ke political 

appointments to their Workmen's Compensation Board. They think too 

highly of it. They think too much about that Board. But here in 

Newfoundland, here in Newfoundland, Sir, the Minister of Manpower and 

Industrial Relations is following a procedure and a technique tl1at 

was used by a man, a former Premier of this Province who was much 
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maligned and criticized, but they must think that that technique was 

all right because now they are doing it themselves. They were going 

to change all of that. 

MR. MOORES: 'Who was that? 

)'1R. NEARY: No I do not have to mention the name, Sir, of the 

former gentleman who occupied -

't-lP. MURPHY: Ile is back in Town.I was talking to him a 

day or so ago. 

No he is not, he is gone to Ottawa. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Be is gone again. 

MR. NEARY: ------- He is up seeing if he can get some assistance to build 

that fish plant down in Burgeo. 

MR. MURPHY: Gone to see non Jamie•on? 

"tR".__NF.ARY: So, Mr. Speaker, here you have a situation where in 

~ provincial elections the Minister of Manpower and Industrial 

Relations went down in St. Barbe South and probably in other districts 

all around this Province and said that if we are elected, and this 

has to do with advisors and appointments to the Workmen's Compensation 

Board, the Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations said if we 

are elected we will not make political appointments to boards or 

agents, government agencies or crown corporations. 

smlE HON . MEMBERS: Oh ' oh! 

~~-_1'!,EA_'!l-Y: Now how can the minister explain that now? 

~R. YOUNr.: Sit down and listen to him! 

~TR. NEARY: That he has fallen right into the trap. 

rill. . THOMS: Went with the old ways. 

MR. NF.ARY: Yes 1 followed the old tradition, the old routine tllllt 

has gone on down through the years that has been so highly criticized 

and made political appointments to that Board. Why did the minister 

not go to the Newfoundland Federation of Labour and say to the Federation 

of Labour will you make a recommendation or go to the Board of Trade 

or the Chamber of Commerce,whoever represents the employers .• and ask 

t'he.m to make a recommendation. And these advisors now that the 

minister is making provision to set up, will they be party flunkies 

and party hacks or will the minister, as ne said t:nere a few moment• 
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ago, in his introductory remarks, that these will represent management 

and labour. Will they be truly representative of management and 

labour? Or will they be political appointments? I think the 

minister, Sir, owes it to this House and owes it to the people 

of this Province to clarify that situation. No , They said there is 

going to be no witchhunt. 

MR. MURPHY: Carried. 

MR. NEARY: There is going to be nobody fired. But the minister 

himself went about it in a roundabout way. There were times when 

he was away down off Australia. He did not go straight for the 

jugular. He did not steer a straight course, and man-fashion throw 

out the people who were appointed by the former administration he 

went about it in another way as we saw happen in the case too of the 

Public Service Commission and the Newfoundland Power Corporation. 

Instead of going for the jugular in man-fashion and saying,look your 

political appointments - no they had to get consultants and studies 

and they had to go out and try and find out -

MR. DOODY: Who was doing a good job? 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, they had to try and do a smear job, that is 

what they tried to do on some of the members of that Board. And 

they pensioned some, and they did not pension others. One, I think 

the Chairman, got a pension, 
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One of the gentleman was sick and probably would not have coae back 

to vork anyway,vho vas entitled to go off on peuion. The chairman 

vas pensioned. But oae gentleman vas not pensioned. I would like for 

the •inister to axt,lain that. 

So. Kr, Speaker, it really does not llake any difference 

what I say because soaet:IJles I wonder, Sir, if there is anything you 

say in this Bouse taken seriously any aore. People are beCCllling 

cynical and disillusioned and disenchanted and discouraged and it 

is hardly worth your while to get up to say anything any 111>re in this 

honourable House. I do not think anybody pays any attent:lno to you, 

Not me nov. I aa not talking about ae personally. I - talking about 

meabers of the House and the Pr-ier and the •inistera. Vbo pays 

attention to vhat the Minister of Fisheriea says any aore'l Bobody in 

this Province. It is a vaste of tiae. And i:- get-up and I spend ten 

or fifteen •inutes criticizing political appoint.eats and extravagance 

and vaste in connection vith the Worbl-'s Coapensation Board and 

vhat use is it, Mr. Speaker? What use is it~I aak. you? Because they 

are going to go on doing it anyway as if I never said a vord about it. 

The press rill accept it. Newspapers, radio, television rill accept it 

as just a matter of fact. It is something you cannot change, 

'fR. MURPHY: Go all day for $150. 

MR. NEAllY: And they let her go on and on and on, let her lurch 

from one political appointaent to the other and nobody seems to care, 

~r. Speaker. Have people g:tven up? Sir, it is tille• Kr. Speaker. that 

we got an administration in this Province that had a social conscience 

like the one just elected out in Saskatchewan. And the nearest that 

you can get to that in Newfoundland, in Canada, the nearest you can 

get is the Liberal Party. And my colleague the Leader of the 

Opposition, who is sincere, conscientious, has a social conscience -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. YOUNG : Tell the truth now. 

MR. NEARY: I am telling the truth, Sir. 

MR. DOODY You do not mean it. You know, you do not mean it. 
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MR. SPEAD!R: Order• please! 

MR. REARY: Kr. Speaker, the polls that have been done recently 

indicate that. Kr. Speaker, payment for these advisers that are to 

be appointed, I would like for the minister to clarify that. I have 

been going through the bill with a fine-toothed c011b trying to find 

out -

Nil. DOODY: 

Hll, REAllY: 

Mil. DOODY: 

KR.. SPBilEll: 

Mil. IIEAR.Y : 

You are lousy enough. 

1 beg your pardon? 

. You are lousy enough. 

OTder, please! 

According to the reports that I heard davn in 

Conception Bay South the other day the minister will find out how lousy 

we are, 

It is all firsthand. 

Order• please! 

Mil. DOODY: 

-~ SPEADll 

Mil. 1'UllY : It is all firsthand, that is right. And I hear• it 

firsthand. You should have heard the c-ts ont in the audience. That 

is the place to be,wut with the , ordinary oeople. 

Kr. Speaker, I would like to t- what these aclv:laers 

are going to be paid. Bow much will they be paid per aeeting? 11111 they 

be paid a salary? When they are being reiJlbursed for their travel, 

what travel allowances will there be, the sa.e as the Civil Servants? 

Give us a fev • ore details, Sir. Then after we hear the minister -ybe 

he can persuade us, he can convince us that everything is rosy, no probleas 

with the Vorl:• en 's Cc.penaation Board since this honourable crowd took over, 

no political appointments, no favouriti-, no political patronage, everything 

is going along fine and everybody is happy, including the recipients who 

are getting enough inc- to live on. The Vorl:• en 's Compensation Board 

is building up a huge f&md, richer than any bank in Rewfo&mdland and 

:,et the poor old recipients are not getting enough to live on. 

MR. KDBPBY: That is bow they did it three years ago. 

Hll. REAllY: !lot how ldley did three years ago, Sir. T:lJlea have changed. 
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Oh. if they keep provoking me I vill - the Prea:f.er should silence 

some of these. You know there are a few people over there ~ like 

but there are. some that I cannot stand. And when I get an ioternq,tion 

and an interjection from one that I cannot stand I just have to 

plow on. But anyway• Sir, I vill be looking fonrard to what the ainiat;er 

has to aay in reply to some of .., questions. 

Hit. MURPHY: Will ve go through the di~er hour like this, Sir? 

MR. SPEAKER: If the honour11ble minister speaks now he closest~ 

debaie. 

MR. AYLWARD: Mr. Speaker, if I could hoe a moment to reply to the 

gentleaan? 

MR. SPEAD:ll: Onler, please! 

I was about to say that it is difficult to see the 

clock from here but it appears as if it is one of the clock, t 

shall adjourn now until three o'clock this afternoon. 

6813 



June 16, 1975. 

The House resumerl at 3:00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

Tape 2312 RH - 1 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! When I left the Chair at one of the 

clock I think the honourable t~ember for Placentia East was about to 

speak on bill number (44). So I recognize the honourable Member for 

Placentia East. 

MR. AYLWARD: Mr. Speaker, I had just a few brief remarks on this 

and I would certainly like to compliment the Minister of Manpower 

and Industrial Relations for bringing in this piece of progressive 

legislation. I think that an increase in the amount due either 

disabled miners or people receiving compensation or the widows or 

deceased individuals is very, very important. I listened with 

interest to the remarks from my honourable friend from Bell Island 

this morning who was Minister of Labour in the previous administration. 

'While I do agree that he certainly nlayed a prominent part fn the 

establishnent of that special fund at St. Lawrence, but, 1'1.r. Speaker, 

that fund,as far as I was concerned,created more problems than it 

solved at that particular time. The fund was good but what the 

disabled miners of St:. Lawrence and the widows and orphans of 

deceased miners at: that: time, what: they wanted was :hnplementation 

of the recmamendat:ions of the royal coanission which reported in 

1968 to extend the coverage to miners who were suffering fr<D 

cronic obstructive pulmonary diseases. U~ until 1972 the only 

industrial diseases were covered were silicosis and carcinoma of 

the lung. But what the cODDission found was that a large number 

of individuals in St. ~ence had been suffering from cronic 

obstructive pulmonary disability and they were not entitled to 

Work:nan's Collpensat:ion. So what: the commission rec0111aende4 in 

1968 was that the Workaen's Compensation Act be amended, the schedule, 

to make that: one of the industrial diseases which should be covered 

by the act. 

My honourable friend knows full well that that: was not brought 

in until 1972 and I think the Prenier of the Province is to be really 

complimented for this progressive piece of legislation back in 1972. 
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I understand on his first visit to St. Lawrence the Attorney Genera1 

told me he took him to the hospital and he was very, very concerned 

as so well he should be as was anybody who was close to that. Re made 

a commitment that the recommendations of that commission would be 

one of the first items of legislation brought in if he should win 

the government. Obviously, Mr. Speaker, that is one promise that 

certainly was fulfilled because in 1972 the Workmen's Compensation 

Act was amended and it was a11ended to provide that any workman who 

had cronic obstructive pulmonary disease and who work~d in the mine, 

they would be entitled to compensation. 

That was a great, great step because that covered a large number 

of miners and widows and orphans who were not, before that time, entitled 

to compensation. 

MR.NEARY: That was done in 1971. 

MR. AYLWARD: That was done in 1972. 

MR. NEARY: No. - If the member will -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

HR. AYLWARD: Rere is the act, Mr. Speaker. No, that was done 

in 1972. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MR. AYLWARD: No, Mr. Speaker, the legislation is "An Act Further To 

Amend The Workmen's Compensation Act" and this was passed in 1972. This 

is the amendment I am referring to. 

MR. NEARY: We included the St. Lawrence group as recommended by the 

Royal Co11111ission, 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. AYLWARD: But also, Mr. Speaker, in addition we set up what we 

felt were our own, what the act should provide and who under our 

recommendations Ehould be entitled to compensation. At the same time, 

the legislature in 1972 included a provision in the act that said, 

"Every workman or dependents of deceased workmen in St. Lawrence 

who were recommended for compensation would receive it." This was 

brought in by this government in 1972, 
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MB.. NEARY: That was a 4ifferent one. 

MR. AYLWARD: No, that is the same act I am referring to, 1972, 

~. Speaker.. So as far as the social conscience is concerned I 

tMnk that this gove:rnment,and it is too bad the Member for Burin 

is not here, Mr. Speaker, because 1 know he is ve1;y, vecy close to 

that situation and he did a great deal for trying to get this 

legislation before the House, and I am very, very proud and pleased 

to see that this government took that step immediately after its 

election. 

Then it went further, Mr, Speaker, because in 1973 it was 

f•elt that there were a large nmnber of individuals in St. Lawrence 

ltbo bad never worked in the mines who had contracted diseases which 

were related to the industry. So in 1973 the act was amended to 

provide for any workman, whether he worked underground or whe.tber 

he hand.led the fluorsvar. That meaat 
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that the individuals in St. Lawrence, who had never vorlted underground 

hut vho had contracted the diseases mentioned in the schedule to the 

Workmen's Compensation Act, vould be entitled and should receive 

compensation. 

HR. NEARY: And industrial accidents, too. 

MR. AYLWARD: Yes. 

And not only that, Hr. Speaker, hut it even vent 

further than that because what this legislation did in 1972 and 1973 

was it gave the injured vorbtan and the orphans and vidovs of deceased 

workmen rights that no other group in Newfoundland bad received,because 

ve did not have II Worbaen's Ccmpenaation Act until, I think it vu, 

1951. The mines in St. Lavrence bad started before 1951 and thia 

legislation in 1973 • ade it retroactive to the date when the aines 

started. So anyone vbo contracted these diae1111ea even before 1951 

vere entitled to compensation. 

MR. KF.AllY: No. That is not so, they say. 

HR. SPEADlt: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: There are • iners today vho -

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: - have been refused -

HR.. SPEAKER.: Order, please! 

HR. AYLWARD: Hr. Speaker, what • altes • e disagree -

MR. SPEAICER: Order, please! 

MR. AYLWARD: - with my honourable friend is that perhaps he does not 

realize -

_AN HON. MafBER: Sit down, "Fint". 

MR. AYLWARD: Oh, I • sorry. 

MR. SPEAICER: On two or three occasions the Ron. Member for Bel.l Island 

has seen fit to interject when he certainly does not have the procedural 

right to do so. And if he continues to do so, the Chair vill have no 

choice but to nAme him. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I know of two or three cases myself, so I would 

like to ask the member if he would tell us whether there is any miner now, 

because I had a couple of cases recently -
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MR. SPEADR.: Order, please! 

MR. HUI.Y: 

MR.. SPEAKER.: 

- where - no, the meaber ia permitting a question, Sir. 

Order, please! 

MR. NEAR.Y: 

MR. SPIADR.: 

MR. HIAJlY: 

The meaber ia permitting a question, Hr. Speaker, 

The member may have very vell -

Do you vant a dart in the chops; 

MR.. SPEADll.: Order, please: 

The Bon. Heaber for Placentia East may well have acceded 

to the honourable llellber's request for a question. The Chair was not 

avare of it -

Ma. DAKY: The llellber took his seat. 

MR. SP!AIER.: - vhen the Speaker stood up to aake a ruling. 

MR. lUWlY: Kr. Speaker• I just want to ask the aember if he is 

avare that there are acae cases vbere they contracted the diaeaae 

before 1951, and they have been rejected by the Vorkaen's Coapensation 

loardt I had a couple of cases recently. 

Ma. All.WAID: I do not bow vbat the deciaion of the Vorlmen 'a ea.penaation 

loard hu been with respect to any application before it. lut vbat I 

c:an aay ia that the legialation on the boob of tbia Province -• and 

tbia vu brought in by this administration first in 1972 and •ended 

in 1973 vbich gives these people the right, and I will read the section 

for the honourable llellber • that they never bad nor does any other group 

of vorkaen in Revfoundland have. And here ia vbat it says: Section 93 (b) 

of the said act, as enacted by 91 (b) in 1972 is aended by deleting 

certain sections, etc., the espreasion, 'such workaan worked underground 

in the llines at St. Lavrence at any tfae during the period frca January 

1, 1951 to Dec:eaber 31, 1960,' ad substituting therefore the words, 'such 

vorlman vu a.ployed at any tfae whether before or after l January,1951 

in the flaorspar mtt~action or handling or both at St. Lawrence. ' 

So vbat this aeans is, Hr. Speaker, that anyone vbo bu 

contracted any of the industrial diseases mentioned in the schedule to 

the Worlmen 's Collpenaation Act, whether they worked any t:lae before 

1951 or not is :laaaterial. And that, Kr. Speaker, is an ezception because 

DO other varblan tn llevfolllMlland vbo had any rights, of course, before 
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the Vorben's Coapensation Act vas brought in. But this goveraaent 

gave the injured vorben or the disabled vorlmen and the widows and 

orphans of deceased mners this right 1 that no -tter what t:m.e 

they worked in the ld.ne in St. Lawrence they are nov entitled to 

coapensation, and they never ever had that before. And as I said 

before• Kr. Speaker• as far as that fund was concerned that fund 

was good. But what the people of St • Lawrence wanted was not the 

fQDd,which would give soae -,ney to people who are already receiving 

co11pensation,but what the injured worlmen or disabled vorlmen and 

what the orphans and widows of deceased vorlalen. wanted was that they 

wanted coverage first and then go in for the pension. And the previous 

government did not afford that coverage and this governaent in 1972 

aaended that act to include the chronic obstructive pul-.,nary disease. 

And then, of course, they also vent further in 1972 and said, everyone 

who the ccnaission rec~nded should receive co11pensation should receive 

it, and theu they found that there vere a large nUllber of people who had 

worked in the llines prior to 1951, when there vas no Worlmen's Coapensation 

Act, and they vere not entitled, and in 1973 that vas aaended and said 

that no matter vheu they worked in the mine they would be entitled to 

compensation. 

MR. NEARY: I will have to check on that. 

HR. AYLWARD : Well , my learned f ri.end can check on it - or my honourable 

friend. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what this act does is that it goea 

even further still. What the coamission found vas, when ve conducted 

that investigation, that there are a large number of cases, of course, 

of carcin1>11a of the lung which had been recognized and accepted and 

people were paid for. But there was a higher incidence of other types 

of cancer in St. Lawrence than in any other c0111Runities of a similar 

size on the Burin Peninsula,indeed anywhere else 1.n Newfoundland. But 

cancer, of course, is not an industrial disease and covered except in 

St. Lawrence, and then it was only carcinoma 
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of the lung. But we had certain miners who died with carcinoma of the 

esophagus, carcinoma of the intestinal tract carcinoma of the bowels, 

and other types of carcinoma. And all these people were not entitled 

to compensation. And what the medical science would say, of course, 

that the numbers were so !ltnall ~hat they were not large enough to 

draw scientific conclusions. And you could go in with all of the 

doctors you like and they could not say for certain that this particular 

type of cancer was related to the occupation. 

But now, Mr. Speaker, this Legislature is saying in effect, 

regardless of what the medical doctors say or do not say, if an 

individual in St. Lawrence worked in these mines,or not alone in 

the 111.ines. or indeed if he handled the flourspar at all, and if 

they contract cancer - and I hope the Hon. Minister of Manpower is 

listening, and I think this is correct - that they are now entitled 

to compensation. And this, Mr. Speaker, I think really rounds out 

as far as dollars and cents in legislation can go to compensate these 

people for the terrible tragedy which they experienced. 

But I certainly want to compliment, Mr. Speaker, the present 

Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations, and I say this government 

for going as far as they did, and I aa not saying, Hr. Speaker, that 

any amount of money would really compensate a widow for the loss of 

her husband or the father or the young boy or girl for the loss of 

his father or men for loss of brothers and sisters. But insofar as 

dollars can go, Mr. Speaker, the Workmen's Compensation Act under this 

administration has gone.very, very far and indeed has met practically 

every reconnendation that the royal commission made to provide 

compensation to these miners. 

HR. NEARY: You have laid a good foundation. 

MR. AYLWARD: The foundation, Mr. Speaker, was to have that commission 

appointed, and to have the commission bring in their recommendations. 

But the commission reported in 1968 ~hat these recommendations - the 

Act was not 8111.ended until 1972. Now I agree w:f.th my honourable friend 

as far as that fund is concerned, he certainly played his part, and 

he went out and established it. But I objected to that fund. And you 
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might remember the former Premier who was with us at the time, and 

I said that that fund is absolutely no good because the fund,unless 

and until you provide more coverage for more people -

AN HON. MEMBER: You were a Liberal. 

MIL AYLWARD: - you are only - yes, but see what happened since 

I changed. 

MR. DOODY: Yes,social conscience •••• 

:,m.. AYLWARD: But, Mr. Speaker, I told the former Premier and I 

told my honourable friend that this fund was really no good because 

all the fund did was give the people who were getting compensation 

more, whereas the residents of St. Lawrence, what the union, what every

bodv needed - and I have no doubt but my honourable friend probably 

tried to push as hard as he could, but he was not that powerful in 

these times to get that amendment in. 

MR. NEARY: ---- - Well the Premier at the time what he said was what you 

told him to say. 

MR. AYLWARD: Oh indeed he did not say what I told him. He was a 

vreek coaxing me to go out and I would not go out with him until he 

guaranteed me that he would bring in these amendments, but he never 

lived politically to see whether he would. He was very angry with 

me that night,you might remember, very angry because I did not go 

along with him. Because I said, Mr. Speaker, what I am saying nmJ, 

th,i.t what we wanted and what we now have, of course, is the act 

amended so that there is broader coverage provided. And that is 

excellent, nr. Speaker. And as I said hefore I am not trying in any 

way to say that we are compensating them for their great loss, because 

no dollars can put - you cannot put a price on the disaster and all 

of the difficulties, the troubles and turmoil, and, you know, how 

can you measure the loss of a father of six or seven children. 

But in as far as money could go I think this government has 

done a great deal by amending the Workmen's Compensation Act. And 

this amendment mw to include all types of cancer, I think, is 

another great step forward. And while I am on it, Mr. Speaker, my 
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honourable frie'!ld for Bell Island mentioned the occurance of 

industrial diseases in Labrador and in the Baie Vette mine. 

MR. NEARY: Long Harbour, and Buchans. 

MR. AYLWARD: Long Harbour, and Buchans. 

of thought-, we bad some top medical men. 

We gave a great deal 

We brought in a 

pnewnoconiosi11 llXJ>ert from England, a very, very knowledgeable 

man; we brought in people from different parts of Canada to br:/:ng 

us up to date on these different industrial diseases. And we did 

recommend - and it is unfortunate that the Minister of Heal.th is 

tl()t here·- but we did recommend the setting up of a Department of 

Industrial Health within the Department of Health. And I .think t~day 

with sui:h an expanded indus1:ry it is something 1:hat my honourable 

and learned friend could give consideration to. And this division 

of the Department of Health then, of course, would concern itself 

with the 
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industrial diseases throughout the different industries in Newfoundland. 

All I vant to say again, Mr. SpeaJr..er, is that this is a very, very 

wonderful piece of legislation. I congratulate the minister for 

introducing it and, of course, I commend the government for going 

as far as they have gone on Workmen's Compensation for the people 

of St. Lawrence who deserve it so desperately. Thank you very lllllch. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

debate. 

llR. E. MAYNARD: 

The honourable minister speaks now, he closes the 

I will just reply to a few of the things that 

were brought up by the honourable Member from Bell Island. The first 

point I think he made was that there should be a COLA clause in the 

legislation. I am not too sure I agree with that. I do not see any 

problem with us coming back here each year with a bill to amend the 

Workmen's Compensation Act and increasing the benefits payable un<'er 

all the various headings. I see no reason why the act cannot be 

reviewed from year to year and the benefits payable reviewed from 

year to year and then the apprOl)rlate bill brought into the legisature. 

It does not cause me any problems and I am sure it does not cause any 

of my colleagues any problem. 

So, the track that we will take from now on, at least for the 

time h~ing, is that we will do this on a yearly basis instead of just 

adding a COLA clause and letting it go at that. There may very well 

be R lot of other things that are necessary for review and the amendments 

to the act would quite possibly have to come in in any case, either to 

amend the schedules for various industrial diseases that may be made 

compensable or for some other sections. 

The amount of compensable earnings under the act is stated as 

$10,500 and I asswne all members are aware the maximum amount that can 

be received by a person who has total disability, whether it is temporary 

or whether it is permanent, is seventy-five per cent of the $10,500 set 

out in the act. As I stated at the outset. this is more than anv 

other ~rovince presentlv has ~nth the exception of British Columbia 

and Ontario. It is fairly close to British Colwnbia as well and it is 
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considerably ahead of most of the other Provinces such as Quebec, New 

Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia. It is even ahead of the 

great NDP Province of Saskatchewan and the other one in Manitoba. The 

honourable gentleJIISn was talking so much about it, I was very surprised, 

Mr. Speaker, to learn that our Workmen's C0111pensation Act and our 

labour ~elations Act was patterned after the Saskatchewan Act 

because I find that the NDP Government has only been in power in 

Saskatchewan for four years and our Worlanen's Compensation Act 

dates back to 1961. 

MR. NEARY: No, they are ten years old out there :in Saskatchewan. 

MR. MAYNARD: The HDP Government? 

MR. NEARY: Yes. To-,_ Doud.as was there • . av son, ,when vnn wPriP- iTJ. 

in lcne~ pants. 

MR. SPEAKER.: order, please! 

MR. NEARY: TOIIIIIY Dou.alas brouRht in all thiA 

legislltion. 

MR. MA'!RARD: Mr. Speak.er, the NDP Government in Saskatchewan did not 

brillg in any legislation which we pattern after at any tillle and any 

amendments that we are aakillg now or at any other t:fme are not patterned 

after legislation of other Provinces. We have our own IDlique situations 

here in thie Province and we devise our legislltion to suit these· 

situations and we will continue doing that. Certainly we will read 

and look at and study all other legislation but we will not only sbdy 

it from the NDP Provinces• we will study it from the Provinces that 

have -goo_d gove~t;_ such _as Ontario, for instance, and New Brunswick 

and Alberta, to mention a few, a few of the better ones I might say. 

One of the Provinces, I understand, is going to have the next Pr:IJne 

Minister of Canada coming from its ranks and this sort of thing. So, 

we are in pretty good hands, Mr. Speak.er. 

Now, the honourable gentleman made some cements about the 

Workmen's Compensation Board being the wealthiest institution in the 

Province, I am all together sure where he gets that nonsense but of 

course 'then he did babble on for about an hour and a half or whatever 

time he could scrape 
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saying very little talking about reserve funds and the amounts that 

had been invested,and this sort of thing. I wonder where the 

honourable gentleman feels that the funds are going to be paid 

out in twenty years from now,or what they are going to be paid 

out from for the people who have total disability now or partial 

disability or to the widows if the Workmen's Compensation Board 

does not have any funds to work on. 

MR. NF.ARY: We will be pouring them in. 

MR. MAYNARD: It would seem to me appropriate that they do have 

funds to work on,and the Workmen's Compensation Board makes a report 

each year to this legislature and which all their financial arrangements 

are set out and set out quite properly. There is no secret about it. 

They are operating on a basis that has been set in many other juris

dictions,that is sanctioned by the international c0111111Unity in paying 

out Workmen's Compensation benefits. There has to be a certain amount 

of reserve fund. There has to be a Reserve Disaster Fund for any 

unforeseen things that may happen. 

MR. NEARY: They have that in addition to the regular funds. 

MR. MAYNARD: They have it in addition,but they also have the reserve 

funds for the many millions of dollars of increase that they are going 

to have in the pay out to Workmen's Compensation Board throughout the 

years. 

MR. NEARY: But there is revenue coming in all the time. 

MR. MAYNARD: I realize there is revenue coming in. The revenue coming 

in it goes mostly towards paying for the accidents that are happening 

from year to year and a small bit is put back for pensions and this 

sort of thing. It is in no way indicative that the Workmen's 

Compensation Board is a rich institution. If it was a rich institution -

or if it is a rich institution now, it certainly was three years ago 

or four years ago and I am surprised that the honourable gentleman 

did not do something about it. But I certainly see no problems with 

the way that the Workmen's Compensation Board is acting in administering 

its funds. They are being administered in the best way possible. 
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It is impossible for the Board or for anyone to extend the complete 

benefits that would be necessary to keep everyone having everything 

they want. But the benefits that are being extended to 

the people who have been injured, or their widows or orphans, 

certainly while they may not be totally adequate are enough to 

at least give them a decent chance to live in society. 

Now, there were a few canments made about the appointments 

to the Workmen's Compensation Board, the new Board,and there was:·a 

lot of babbling about the political appointments and all this sort 

of thing. Mr. Speaker, I have no apologies whatsoever for the 

appointments that I made to the Workmen's Compensation Board. I 

RH - 2 

do not intend to apologize at this time to anyone,including the 

honourable Member from Bell Island. The people that were appointed 

are competent people. I have not heard any public outcry from either 

labour or management about the appointments and when I hear some 

public outcry from labour or management about the appointments that 

were made, well then I will sit down and talk to them and find out 

what then problems are. But certainly there has been nothing in 

the press that I know 6f,and usually when these people want to 

complain about something they do manage to get a few ite111s in the 

press, a few paragraphs from time to tillle. 

So, I am quite happy and pres1DSbly the other people in the 

Province are fairly pleased with the appointments that have been made. 

All of them have great experience in all facets of society and life 

and they will bring a lot of experience to the Worlaaen's Compensation 

Board.And I am confident that the Board will function in its proper 

manner and it will be progressive and we will see many changes that 

will be made over the next few years while these people review the 

various benefits available under the Workmen's Compensation Act. 

Again, there are no apologies. If these people are members of 

the P.C. Party, well then that is fine. I do not mind that at all and 

I am not going to apologize to the honourable Member from Bell Island 

for it. As a matter of fact that makes me more happy that they are 

appointed to the Workmen's Compensation Board. They are not being done 

as political appointments. 
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If I did not 1111point soaeone that is affiliated with the Progressive 

Conservatives I vould have to appoint soaeone that i• affiliated vith 

the Liberals, 11111d I do not see haw else you could find people in 

Newfoundland that are not identified with some party or another, Progressive 

Conservatives, the Libewals or the R,D.P. 's. So whatever it is, it is 

a political appoilltaent to a sense. And it just so happens that 

these people have been known to support the P. C. Party and that is 

fine in IIY boob. I have no reservations about it whatsoever. The 

other thing that, I think, the honourable geatleami. probably spent 

about a half an hour on is trying to point out the necessity of the 

Workmen'• Coapensation Act coveriag all these industrial diseases 

in the • ines and this sort of thing and that surprised - a bit• because 

for a fomer Minister of Labour not to have read the act before he 

got up and spoke on it or criticize it is quite surpriaiag. If the 

honourable gentleman would care to look to the schedule attached to act, there 

are twenty-nine iadustrial diaeaaes covered under the act, including 

carcino• a, silicosis and • any others that I cannot even pronounce at 

this time. There is carbon monoxide poiaolliq, carbon dioxide poiaoning, 

the whole bit and piece is covered. 

And, Hr. Speaker, if there are any other industrial 

diseases that are brought to our attention at any tbte,and the aedical 

authorities tell us that they should be covered as part of the Worlaaen:'s 

Compensation then ve will aaend the schedule. Ve are looking at it all 

the time. The Departaent of Health and the Department of Hines are 

always look.lag at it for new diseases. And anything that is in this 

schedule covers any person who worb ill any mining or • anufacturing 

industry in the Province. The reason for the •end• ent, section 93 (b) 

is specifically related to St. Lawrence. That is one section in the 

Workmen'• Compensation Act that is related only to ae specific 

mining operation, 

As my friend from Placentia Eut pointed out the 

aaend• ent that vas brought in 1973, I think it vas Bill Ho, 115, 

amended the previous wording and deleted certain words and added on words, 

"such vorlaaan -a employed at any tiJle whether before or after 

1 January, 1951 in fluorspar extraction or handliag or both at St, LavTence." 
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And that act vaa proclaiaed shortly after it vas passed through 

the Legislature. 

There vaa one other question, I think, Mr. Speaker, 

on the travelling allowances for the advisers to the Workaen's 

Collpeuation Board. There is a schedule set up by govermaent 

of pa,aents, of remuneration to all • embers of all boards in the 

Province. And the advisers to the Workmen's Coapenaation Board, 

who will be l&novn as aabers, vill get the s•e nomal daily 

stipend as other people on other boards. 

MB.. NEARY: Will they be on salary or -

KR. HAYHARD: No, that is not on salary, Mr. Speaker. I just said 

that it vas a daily stipend. When they are called in to a meeting, 

they vill get nomal out of pocket expenses the saae as people 

vho sene on other boards. They • ay be called in once a month. They 

aay be called in twice a • onth. If they are working for a day, they 

vill get the sa• e nor• al amount of pay as the ae• ber of the Regional 

Tenancies Board or a boat of others which is $105 for a nomal day, 

$50 for a half day. And they vill only be paid on the days when they 

are actually in • eeting or doing vork for the board. I do not know 

if there were any other questiou. In any case, Mr. Speaker, I think 

this is a progressive piece of legislation. 

MR.. NEARY: What about the r,?troactivity problem? 

MR.. HAYIIAllD: What? 

MR.. llEAllY: Back to the first of January this year. 

MR.. NAYIIAllD: Mr. Speaker , I -

Mil. MURPHY: Not 1976. He wants to know if it will be retroactive 

1 January, 1975. 

MR.. HAYIIAllD: Oh, the c011pensation. I thought be vu talking about 

the aaount per day for the ae• bera. I vaa wondering how that vaa going 

to be retroactive. 

MR. 'IIEAJlY: Additional benefits make them bring it back, 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, the Wodmen's Coapensation Board people 

have looked over this very carefully, 
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and they advised me that the appropriate time to bring in the 

increases in the various allowances is when we have stated in the 

act, and after considering it carefully I tend to agree with them. 

It is:I believe,approximately one year after the last increases were 

brought in, and that makes it more or less on a yearly basis which 

we intend to continue to do from now on. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I am quite pleased to be able to introduce 

this legislation. And I hope that in the months ahead that we will 

have the op~ortunity to completely review the Workmen's Compensation 

Act, and all of the compensation for disabled persons that are paid 

out from the Board funds, and that it will continue to upgrade these 

as the cost of living increases over the next year or so. 

On motion a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Workmen's 

Compensation Act", read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee 

of the Whole Rouse presently by leave. 

MR. OTIENHEIMER: Motion 1 - Conunittee of The Whole. 

On motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of 

The Whole, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MR. OTTENREIMER: Bill No. 22, and there is a resolution. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please: 

RESO~_UT~ON: That it is expedient to bring in a measure further 

to amend The Local Authority Guarantee Act, 1957, the 

Act No. 71 of 1957, to provide for the advance of loans 

to and the guarantee of the repayment of bonds or 

debentures issued by or loans advanced to certain Local 

Authorities. 

On motion Resolution carried. 

~-__f_H_AIRMAN: Shall the preamble carry? 

On motion preamble carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall the title to the Resolution carry? 

On motion title to the Resolution carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall Clause (1) carry? The Hon. the Minister 

of Finance. 
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MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, by way of explanation this is the usual 

yearly bill which gives le~islative sanction to the various loans 

and guarantees given to all the municipalities and local authorities 

throughout the Province. The surprising thing about this particular 

bill,if you look at it, is that it covers some s1xty-a1ne separate guarantees 

covering just about as many settlements in the Province, ~nd has 

a total in dollar value of approximately $24.S million. This covers 

all of the water and sewer projects and road paving and some town halls 

and other specific works which were done under government guarantee 

during the past year. And it shows a very, very extensive prograuane 

indeed, I think probably the largest one we ever had in any 

single year. 

I have here a complete list of the projects which were undertaken. 

They are outlined in the bill where it shows that some of these loans 

in the case of water and sewer projects are for forty years, and in 

the case of street paving it is for twenty years. But if there are any 

questions needed I have the information on each particular loan here. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. Chairman, if I could say a few words on the bill 

and on the principle of it, you know, the whole matter taken together. 

You 'know, I have no specific questions on the particular loans. Asthe 

llinister said, 
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the schedule' to this act has been amended in every session since the 

original act was passed back in 1957 and I would think it will be a 

long time yet to come facing annual bills in both senses of the word, 

a bill in a sense of the act and a bill in the sense of the 

invoice for work done,and so we should be. My concern and my CODlllents, 

Mr. Chairman, I direct to only two points. The first is,and I am not 

sure that the minister can deal with the first because it has -more to 

do with Municipal Affairs than it does with Finance as such and in 

reality, although this bill stands in the name of the Finance Minister, 

it really should be introduced by the Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

I regret that he is not in the Committee today to deal with it because 

it is a Municipal Affairs bill. All of these local authorities, it 

is another way to describe town councils and local improvement districts 

and city councils and what have we. All of this money has been spent 

by municipal governments here in the Province. 

The first point I wanted to make is the fact that as of today, 

the sixteenth of June, the people of Newfoundland still have no idea 

what programme the government proposed to carry out this year with 

respect to municipal developments. We know of a number of projects 

because tenders have been called for a number of projects. and they 

appear in the newspapers or the construction association has notice 

of them and 
0

that is well and good. But we still have no indication 

of exactly what is the government's programme. Of course, I know why 

the government are delaying an announcement. It is to try to get a 

little political advantage here and there and I suppose one should 

not begrudge them that. Heavens knows they need all the help they 

can get, Sir. But I would point out that to municipalities and to 

councils throughout the Province it is a very disturbing matter. 

You see, the way it works, Your Honour, is every municipality in 

Newfounndand, I will wager and if that wager is wrong, ninety-nine 

per cent of the municipalities in Newfoundland are looking to the 

government of this Province for help, help of this sort, capital loans. 

These loans are guaranteed initially at the bank1 I believe is the 
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procedure,and then subsequently the Newfoundland Municipal Development 

Finance Corporation, a crown corporation, raises the money on the bond 

market and the money is subsequently used to pay off the bank and the 

long term bonds are serviced by annual grants from the government, 

taken together with amounts of money from the municipalities. I 

would imagine, I do not know if the minister has R figure,but eighty 

or ninety per cent of the total dollar value of the repayments come 

from subsidies from the government of the Province. 

Now, that is the way the system has evolved over the last two 

decades in this Province, the last twenty years or so. I could see 

some major changes that I think should be looked at but this is not 

the point to go into them, not right now. 

My concern is that the municipalities have come in. They have 

stated their requests. There have been engineering studies done on any 

number of projects and the municipalities keep getting put off. Now, 

I will not say that in a partisan sense. I suspect when the Liberals 

vere in pOW!r in the past that the same gambits were used. The fact 

reaaina that the new look, the Tory administration - You know, Hr. 

Chairman, it is significmm, that there are only two, four, five, seven, 

nine members in the Bouse who are discussing $24 million worth of 

expenditure. I do think that we should have a quorum call, Sir, and 

make snre that there are enough of the members present. 

MR. CBAIRKAN: R:f.ng the bells -

We have a quorum. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, Mr. Chairman, I am very glad ve have got a quorum and I -

Mil. MOBPRY: · The first five minutes he put in the House today. Re is running 

Liberal Beadqua_rt~ the other AirlP, of the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. ROBER.TS: I thank the gentleman for - I thank -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Gentleman, this is the beginning of 

a fairly lengthy afternoon- I suggest to honourable gentlemen that 
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they confine their remarks to the paper pe:rb.aps , to themselves, swallow 

their smoke and we might get down to the business of the HQuse. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank vou, Sit. Your Honour bas obviously had 

an interel!lt;ing weekend cuddled up with a thesaurus or a dictionary 

of phrases. Well said. 

Bow, Sir, as I was saying, the town councils come in and 

they state' their requests aJ1,d it is gone over and the min1ste.r' s 

life is a succession of meetings 'ltlth delegations and phone calls 

and letters and. that 1s all we.11 and good. The great answer that 

is given when these councils would like to know, is our p.roject 

going ahead this year, Sid is, well, wait until the b1J(lget c0111es 

down,as if somehow decisions as to which projects are going to be 

undertaken awaited the approval of the budget by the House. 1 for 

one,and I venture the other tlrlrty-nine members of this House, there 

are only forty at present out of the forty-two 1lletl and W01!len who should 

be here, b,ut the thirty-nine others, Sir, I know share my feeling 

that that is at best a poUte put-off and at worst a veey rude rebuff. 

In any event, the budget came down - was it the end of March? - the 
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budget c•e thundering down the end of March, disappeared without 

a auraur into the public concensus, ha been digested, debated, 

legislation passed, Bia Honour hu signed the necessary documents 

and the • oney is being spent left,rlght and centre. lut still no 

indication of what is the government's progr~. Ob, ve are getting 

little dribbles and drabbles. The odd K.B.A. dribbles and drabbles 

out. a little dribble and drabble. We get the • inist.er's public servants, 

not tbe Minister of Finance's but the Minister of Municipal Affairs' 

public servants going around the Province telling councils, oh well , 

it is up to the -ber to decide. I auat say I wu quite flattered, 

Sir, to be told by a -ber of councils in my district that they had 

been told that I vu to decide whether the vater and sever would go 

ahead, and I aay say I gave my full and wholehearted support.. I• 

willing to do it in writing t.bat I decide that everything in White lay North 

that needs to be done should be done. And if the gentl- opposite 

feel that they cm play a petty little political g- + it is too bad 

the ainister 1a not here - but if they feel that they can play tb1.s 

gmae of having their public servants pass this word on, then I, for one, 

• happy to play in that ga• e. And my decision, ~icated to every 

council in ay district, vu that my decision is that ve should go ahead 

1-diately. If ve do not go ahead uaediately well, of course, it 

vill be Ber Majesty'• • iniatera who have to answer. 

Hll. ·1&11.Y: All this happened because of us? 

MR. BOIDTS: I• sorry! 

Nil. 1&11.Y: All this happened because of us? 

n. BOID.TS: I vill table every letter I have written, and I • 

quite willing to have any conversation accurately reported that I 

believe that every project in White Bay North which needs to be 

done should be do-. If the honourable gentleman, the teaporary -ber 

for Placentia West feels that I s-hov said •-thing to the contrary, 

perhap• he vould be good enough to at.ate exactly what is in bis • ind. 

Nil. IIAllY: la that what you say vith respect to these problems generallv that -

6834 



June 16, 1975 Tape no. 2320 Page 2 - aw 

MR. ROBER.TS: I ua speaking as the meaber for White Bay North at this 

stage, but I will go further. Sure.I think in the Province 

that everything that needs to be done should be done, but I am dealing 

with -

MR. BARllY: That is being responsible. 

MR. ROBERTS: - within the physcial capacity. Sir, I will coae back 

to that, because I had an interesting chat the other day with the 

minister, not with the gentleman from Placentia West but with the 

aeiaber for Green Bay,who unlike the gentleman from Placentia West 

has some idea of what is involved in the municipal needs of this Province. 

Now, Sir, aa I was saying, as the member for White Bay 

North I learned within the past fortnight or so from aembers of 

councils in my constituency that they had been told - maybe other 

honourable members have, I do not know - that the member was going to 

decide which work was going ahead this year. Now this is a new gloss on 

responsible government, Sir. No longer is it the cabinet which decides 

these matters, subject to the approval and ratification of the House 

of Assembly -

MR. NEARY: The member for Harbour Main. 

MR. ROBERTS: - but rather it is the member who decides. Well and good. 

And ·! suppose honourable gentlemen opposite, Sir, ministers and 

members alike will try to grovel out a vote or two by dispensing 

a mile of sewerage oioe here,or a drop of water there or a half foot 

of pavement somewhere else. That is well and good. I 

mean)that is their problem. That is their problem. I am just saying 

what I said as the member for White Bay North. All I said to the council 

there was, look, if it is me to decide, it is done,and if it is not 

done take up the matter with the ministry who bear the responsibility. 

But the point I am making, Sir, is that here it is 16 June. the municioalities 

of this Province have no idea of what programae is to be carried out 

this year. The bill before us now, Mr. Chairman, is for the money which 

was committed last year, most of which, I think, was spent last year. 

Some of it may be spent this year on ongoing projects. That is point one, Sir. 
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Point two is the fact that this government - and 

when the Hon. Minister of Finance was Minister of Municipal Affairs 

he did nothing to change it - this govemment 
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have perpetuated a sham, a charade. They used to talk about planning 

and lopg range planning in municipalities,and I would say to the 

~finister of Finance and to his colleagues that they have no more 

of a long range _plan now for development of municipal services in 

this Province than the average three year old has for his educational 

career. They just have no idea what they are doing. They are staggering 

along from political crisis to political crisis. Your Honour, I could 

look through almost every single loan in this schedule, the sixty-nine, 

I think the nrl.nister said, sixtv-nine separate councils involved and 

I could relate to the House, I am reasonably sure, and I have no, I 

am privy to no confidential information. the political TP."-1 ttiee -h.:lch 

dictated each of these loans. There is no other reason why most of 

these loans are here. The ministry have developed absolutely no 

method of me,asuring the need. Communities large - I am sure each 

of these is needed in itself and I have often said that when one 

needs water in particular, it cannot be any lesser or greater need 

from conmnmity t:o community. I mean, a person who needs water needs 

vater. You eitluer need it or you do not. If you have it you do not 

need it. If yon do not have it yon· do need it. But in almost every 

instance, Sir, ·the 1110Dey that we are being asked to approve here. 

the expenditur,~ we are being asked to approve here, the expenditure 

of that money was decided upon for the narrowest, meanest,partisan 

considerations wi.thout any thought being given to the needs of the 

Province as a whole or the needs of the people in these communities 

or in other communities. 

I say that to the minister. I am not prepared to say it is 

entirely new although the present administration, Sir, have brought this 

to a new height or a new depth as Your Honour may wish, narrowness, 

vindictive partisanship that they are using in this whole field of 

municipalities. All of these projects are needed. All of them will 

be put to good use but there is no rational scale being used by the 

i•tnister of Finance and his colleagues to decide which goes ahead and 

which does not. Because as needed as these sixtv-nine are, there are 
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sixty-nine more and maybe 169 more, Sir, elsewhere in this Province 

that are just as needed. In most cases, Sir, it is coming out, the 

way to get anything out of this administration is blackmail, is 

political blackmail. Councils threaten to resign 1or they tell the 

member that his day of reckoning cometh close, and the member 

scurries, literally, to the Minister of Municipal Affairs or whoever 

his fttend may be in the Cabinet and says l I have got to have it. 

And sometimes it comes and sometimes it does not. Councils do this, 

Sir, in desperation. They do it because there is no rational process. 

These were the group of men who three or four years ·past talked with 

eloquence of developing new plans, new methods in the field of 

Municipal Affairs. 

Here we are now, Sir, the same methodology that was used 

twenty years ago when there would be three or four or five pro~ects 

done in a year,and the considerations now are much more vindictive 

and much more narrowly partisan and petty. There is no rational 

planning don•, Sir, and there should be. The Minister of Municipal 

Affairs told me the other day,and while it was a private conversation 

I do not think this infonaation is privileged, that within the order 

of $50 million to $60 million would finish all of the work that is 

needed to be . done in 111UDicipalities in Newfoundland now with the 

exception,and it is a large one,of St. Jotm's, the regional water 

supply here, Conception Bay South, Clarenville, Gander, Grand Falls. 

These are DREE. DREE will - Mr. Jamieson has announced that DREE 

is willing to enter into this type of infrastructure agreement. 

I believe they have announced they are going to go ahead with 

seventy per cent of the cost of the St. John's water supply. 

MR. NEARY: Rose Blanche. 

_MR. ROBER.TS: Rose Blanche~ that is a special - but Rose Blanche 

is a good example of squeaky wheels getting greased. So, we are not 

talking large sums of money. We are only talking a sum of money that 

is approximately twice the amount in this bill. I must say the figure 
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quite, quite, quite took me. I thought it must be much higher but 

apparently a. sum of the order of $50 udll.ion or $60 million would meet 

the needs. 

Now, Sir. if that is so and I do not doubt the minister's word 

for .a moment, thetl let the word go forth from this time and place that 

within a year or two or three all of the needs of communities · 
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in Newfoundland for water and sewer supplies can be met at the 

present levels of expenditure. I am not talking 1again, about the St. 

John's area, but that is underway. Conception Bay South, DREE will 

participate, Clarenville, Gander, Grand Falls. That is quite a 

step forward, Sir. And I would hope that the government will make it 

possible, If they do not their successors will. 

MR. NEARY: Hear! Hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: That is the second point to make with respect to 

this bill, Sir. It is the same old thing. The minister has not -

neither the Minister of Finance nor the present Minister of Municipal 

Affairs, nor his predecessors in that office, the gentleman from 

Gander1who served without distinction as Minister of Municipal Affairs, 

the gentleman from Fortune Bay who served, well who served as the 

Minister of Municipal Affairs - who else has been in that portfolio? 

Just three of them in three years? 

MR. MURPHY: Three. 

MR. ROBERTS: We have had three ministers in three years. They 

are hardly able to get their feet in the sewers down there, Sir, 

before the Premier moves them. But they have not come to grips with 

this. No town in Newfoundland knows on what basis the priorities 

are drawn. They reason from the evidence, and I think correctly so, 

that it is done for narrow, petty, little partisan reasons. I have 

nothing against partisanship. It is the pith and substance - the 

parliamentary system as we have it, in the British system. But, Mr. 

Chairman, it is not good enough. And I had hoped that the administration 

would come to grips. I had hoped that when they left office at the 

end of their term they would have something they could point to in 

the administration of the affairs of this Province with some pride, 

something which had helped the people of Newfoundland. And this is 

a very good place to start, because while water and sewer systems, Mr. 

Chairman, are not very exciting, they are very important. And 

coDB11Unities that do not have adequate· and water and sewer systems 

it is probably the moat important problem with which those people 

must deal. These, Mr, Chairman, are issues that should be of concern 

and if any ministry was the least bit concerned with the welfare of 
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the people of this Province they would be of concern. But the fact 

remains, Sir, that through all the money that has been spent there 

has heen little thought put into it by the minister that anybody can 

judge on any of the available external evidence. It is a disappointment, 

Sir. 

And finally, Mr. Chairman, let it be noted that the ministry 

are increasing tax rates this year by making the municipalities increase 

their tax rates. I can see a certain rationale in it. I am not 

suggesting that we get free rides. I think the people who want services 

have to be prepared to pay for them. But I would like the minister, 

if he would, and any other honourable gentlemen who wish to take 

part 1.n the co11Dnittee debate, but I would like the minister ,if he 

would be so kind as to indicate the thinking, it is more of a finance 

question than anything else, because, of course, it bears heavily on 

expenditure, the thinking of the government as to where tax rates 

should be. Should they be set arbitrarily? Should they be set with 

relation to the cost of the project? Because, of course, we all know 

that taxes, the water and sewer rates really are the smallest part of 

the cost. If the Town Council of Victoria are spending $2.3 million 

to install a water and sewer project to be repaid over a forty year 

neriod, I would wager, and they are no different there than anywhere 

else in Newfoundland,that the annual rate that the citizens of 

Victoria will pay for water and sewer services will just about cover 

the annual operating costs - whatever electricity is needed, whatever 

the maintenance costs are of, you know, a machine and men to make repairs 

and so forth. That $2.3 million ~rill be paid off almost entirely by 

grants from the governn-ent of the Province. And I have long felt that 

we might be further ahead to take these matters directly on the 

provincial debt instead of going through the extra stage we now go 

through of the Municipal Finance Corporation. The bond markets are not 

the least bit deceived nor is anybody intending to deceive them, These 

matters are guaranteed by the Province. That is the whole point and 

suhstance of this bill,to enable these to be added to the matters which 

have been guaranteed by the government of the Province, the loans, and 
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they are directly on our credit. Because not only do we. guarantee 

them we are going to have to pay them of.f . 

So the minister might indicate just what is the llli.n~stry' s 

feeling. liis c.olleague,as he knows, have sent out a circular to 

town councils of all sorts, and municipalities pf all sorts saying, 

we must raise our rat.es, we must separate water and sewer from 

general revenues. And I thinls. that is a good move. Tbe standards 

o.f municipal g~vernment in that regard have s011Jetimes not been what 

they should be. But, Mr. Chairman, just what is the ministry's 

thinking? What is a fair rate for people to pay? 
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And what is the ministry's thinking with respect to which areas get 

water and sever? Are we going to go on in this Province with squeaky 

wheels getting grease. It is one way to do things. It is a way to do it. 

And it has the merit that it has worked over a number of years. But 

I do not think it is the way we should go ahead,anyaore than I do not 

think we should pick lawyers to act for bond issues,whether we pick thm 

out of our payroll or pick them indirectly out of our payroll in that 

they act for the institutions and, of course, that ncminated them 

by the govenment in every sense of the word. We should not pick thm 

purely and silaply on their partisan considerations. 

MR. NEARY: A f-ily compact. 

MR. ROBERTS: A faaily compact~my colleague suggests,and that -y be 

a very good phrase for it. 

So, Hr, Chairman, just a few remarks on the bill. The 

bill itself will obviously be supported by all. It is largely a 

foraality in any event because the 110ney has been spent. In each 

case I have no doubt spent on a needed project, a badly needed project. 

So I will just recapitulate to the minister. I see that he has been 

kind enough to make a note or two. 'What standards are being followed? 

How does one determine? When will the municipalities know what 

assistance they are going to get this year, what projects are going 

ahead? Finally, would the minister indicate the tax level? What 

is a reasonable tax? What does he and his colleagues think is a 

fair share for the people to pay directly? Theyare already paying 

indirectly because, of course, they pay their provincial taxes which 

in part are used to pay the cost of these bond issues, the interest 

and the repayment of principal. But just exactly what hu the minister, 

you know, what has he to say? What is his thinking? 'What is the policy 

of the administration with respect to these things? So I raise these 

points, Sir, in a very constructive spirit. I could be very ne9ative, 

if the • inister wished,on this bill. But I think ve would be a little 

further ahead for the nonce if the minister would respond in a positive 

way and indicate exactly what he and his colleagues think of these 

points, We will see where the debate goes from there, Sir. Thank you. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable the Minister of Finance. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chaiman, a few constructive remarks. There is 

no point in being non-constructive, because the honourable the 

Leader of the Opposition knows quite well that this is not a simple 

question which he is trying to get direct answers to. In many cases 

we cannot give definite and direct amn,ers to some of the questions 

which he asked. I am sorry that the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

is not here to outline bis own progra11111e this year. But I might say 

that the way that this water and sewer and all previous programmes 

developed, there are many projects which in this list here were mainly 

started a year or two ago, which are ongoing and there are so many 

projects to consider this year and probably next year that we will still 

continue with them. 

It may have been that the first and second phase was done last 

year and probably the third and fourth phase will be do~ this year. 

So these are c«-itaents which we have to meet each year. There are a 

number of these projecta which have to be carried on with. And then, 

of course, there are always new projects coming up. I guess I can 

say in passing that one indication of govern111ent's sincerity in this 

particular problem area, which ia costing the lllUDicipalitiea and 

comicila a tremendous amount of money, is that during the past year 

we have increued the etreet paving subsidy frca a share basis of 

fifty/fifty to a share basis of forty/shty. In other words, the 

goveraaent ia nav payi:ag aht:y per cent of the cost where before they 

were paying fifty per cent of the coat. 

MR. NEARY: We made it fifty/fifty. 

MR.. EARLE: Fifty/fifty was the old basis. Incidentially that 

fifty/fifty was dropped for a n1J111ber of years under the former Liberal 

Adld.nistration. 

MR. NEARY: No, indeed it was not. 

HR. EARLE: Yea, it was. It was in coustant doubt. And when 

tbia government ca.e into power it reinstated it. Not only did it 

reinstate it but last year it changed it to the better basis of sixty 

per cent payable by the government and forty per cent by the m'Ulllcipality. 
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'l'he honourable the Leader of the Opi,osition asked what if any 

"Planning is going into these things • I can only speak for the 

period which I was Minister of Municipal Affaira. There are a 

number of criteria on which the installation of a water and sewer 

are judged. I think it is a terrific insult to the staff of the 

Department of Mun:1.cipal Affairs. to try to say to the-. that this is 

just clone on a pure and simple political basis. Tbat is not so. I 

would defy anybody to prove that statellellt. Be.cause what the staff 

members dO!nl there do. and they do to the best •f their ability. is 

look at all of these projects. First of all they look at the 

poflulation of a settl-nt. Then they look at the prel:bdnary costs 

of what a job would cost to put water and sewer in that particular 

settlement. 'l'hen they look at the pollution and health hazards 

which are effective in that aettl-t. 

6845 



June 16, 1975, Tape 2324, Pagel -- apb 

MR. EARLE: Now taking all of these things together, and for the 

benefit of the community, we recommend to government which projects should 

be done in any one year. 

Now invariably there may be a number of fairly small projects 

which the government feels it should get out of the way, and they 

sometimes start jobs of $50,000, $60,000 or $100,000 which may not 

have a direct relationship to that measure of need. But these, 

generally, are comparatively small jobs. The major ones, which 

cost several million dollars, are judged on the criteria which I 

mentioned - that is to say, the population, the cost of the project 

and the health hazard involved, to try to work out some sensible 

form of procedure. 

As the Leader of the Opposition mentioned, most of these 

projects are eventually paid for out of govermnent subsidies because 

the tax base in most of these places is comparatively low and the 

government has had to subsidize these systems very heavily over the 

yeara. In fact, some of these projects which we picked up when we came 

into office were at a disgracefully low rate. We had projects 

costing over $1 m.lllon for which the tax being collected in the 

settlement might have been as low as two or three dollars per 

month. 

The present Mini• ter of Munilti.pal Affairs has stated, I think 

publicly, that it is his effort to try to get all of these systems 

up to a 1110nthly rate of $12.00 per 110nth. Even that will not go 

anywhere near paying for these systems. There will still be a very, 

very heavy government subsidy involved. In ·fact, today in doing these 

particular works, the cost has escalated to such a point that a job 

which you could do two or three years ago for approximately $900,000 

is now coming out at $1 million. 80,in effect, you are only able to 

do abont half the work with the sam- -oney that you spent previously, 

because these particular jobs in water and sewers have escalated 

beyond all reason. 

But nevertheless the programmes outlined in these loans last 

year is a heavy one - $24.5 million - and it is safe to say there 
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will be a very substantial programme this year. As the preliminary 

engineering and designs are completed, the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs will announce, as has always been the case, to the various 

community councils whether or not their system will be done this 

year. But 11any of these projects are in ongoing stages. Either 

they are preliminary engineering jobs, or detail design, or 

other considerations, which come in for his judgement as to when 

he is ready to say that this project will go ahead. And it is 

extremely unfair and not correct to say that this is jast being 

held back for purely political announcements. 

There is no way that any Minister of Municipal Affairs can 

take a whole season's work and not say publicly what he is going 

to do with any one particular project at any time. The fact is, as 

I have mentioned, that these things are attentively planned in soae 

sort of an orderly sequence. But then again there are c011Plicatio11S 

which could make certain projects impossible. I do not believe,for 

instance, that the present Minister of Municipal Affairs would say 

at this stage that with another $50 or $60 million they would clean 

up all the projects that need to be done. Nobody can judge that. 

What is happening in all of these towns? You get new subdivisions, 

new building developments - if you go anywhere in this Province and 

look at what is happening in the towns and villages around here you 

finish a project or think that you have finished it this year and 

before you can stop that thing and really salt it down as finished, 

there is a new building development going up, new housing going up 

demands for water and sewerage. 

I think ff anybody wanted to really take a prime example of 

that, they can go out and have a look at Bay Roberts. Bay Roberts 

started off, I think, with an original estimate of something over 

$1 million and now it is $5 million. This is what is happening all 

the way along the line with these projects. You start and do the 

centre of town. Then it spreads. I think this will be ongoing for as 

lonR as any government is in office, 

price tag on it at this stage. 
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this stage •. 

Theae a.:te the only comments that I have to make at this time 

but as I said earlier, the details of all of these guarantees are here 

and I will answer any q1Mt8tiou. 

MR. 1!'.B.:ROVE: Mr. Chainian, the Minister's dynudc rebuttal to 

the Leader of the Op:posi.tion, Sir, has provoked me iato saying a 

few words on this particular bill. 

Sir, the f:lrst point that I would like to make is that the 

minister bas 
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tried to make or get it or maximize the political advantage, to his 

political advantage the fact that the formula has been changed from 

a fifty/fifty cost sharing agreement with the municipalities to now 

a forty/sixty1 I believe,w.ith paving only. 

Well, Sir, if you look at the paving grants, if I am looking 

at this correctly, we see that the amount this year is only $220,ono 

more than it was last year, if I am looking at the right subhead there 

in the estimates. Sir, such is the case for many other subheads under 

grants to local government administration. What I am trying to say, 

Sir, is it F-hould he explained to the honourable House and to the 

people of Newfoundland that you can change a formula, a cost sharing 

formula from forty to sixty,to thirty to seventy,to ninety to ten. 

That does not mean a single thing if you do not have a substantial 

increase in the actual concrete grant, the amount of IIOlley that is 

made available to the estimates for use by the local government 

throughout this Province. 

The same thing, Sir, was done in another budget speech by 

this administration a number of years ago, I think with respect to 

school hus allotments and other costs sharinR airreements. The fnT111Ula 

was revised to show that this administration was paying a greater 

percenta~e compared to the local input,but the amount of money 

cor,ing from th.is government had not increased substantially for 

the particular things in point. In fact, Sir, the amount of money 

made available, the actual increase for water and sewerage or for 

pavement, the actual increase in the estimates did not overcome the 

increase in costs because of inflation. It has been entirely wiped 

out by inflation. In fact, if you were to look at it and figure it 

out the relative amount of money going to the municipalities from the 

Provincial Government, relatively speaking , taking costs into considerati~, 

increased cost of labour, increased cost of materials, inflation 

penE>rallv speaking, the relative amount coming from this administration 

to the various communities is less than the previous year. 

Now, one can fool - I would not have brought that up, Mr. Chairman, 

except for the fact that the minister tried to get a little bit of 

6849 



.June 16, 1975. Tape 2325 RR - 2 

political gain out of· making refei;ence to this change in the fo~ula 

for the eost sharing agreement for the purpose of paving street·s in 

ccnmnunities. Sil', wh~ I am speaking on behalf of the district of 

St •. Barbe North,about to be wiped out by thh admlnistration through 

redistribution,and not see one single inch, not an inch o~ pn.ement 

on tbe.: highway, not an ii::lcb of pavl!llleilt in any community, forty-three 

coammities, one -

MR. lffllU'HY: After twenty-th~e ye~s. 

MR. ROWE: After twenty-three years the rural minister -for St • .John's 

Centre gets back, after twenty-three years. Sir, when I was in 

University, if I •Y reply every so briefly to the minister, l had 

the privilege o'f being on a geological survey in 1958 or something 

on the Great Northern Peninsula t.i'hen there tms not a :.. well, there 

were a few miles of road. There was no road, The Liberal administration 

managed to drive 
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a road up the Northern Peninsula the length of the Trans-Canada 

Highway - now, Sir, I see you are getting restless so I will get 

away from that point. But a road was put through. 

MR. N'f'.ARY: Hear! !Tear! 

!tR. F. ROWE: There would be more pavement up there now -

mt. NF.ARY: Hear! Hear! 

HR. F. ROPE: Except for a -

1-' R. YOUNG: The member . 

PK - 1 

"ffi. F. ROWE: - a certain thing that happened . If is the member, 

'Ir. Chairman, it was not because of the lack of representation that 

was made to the honourable crowd opposite. 

MP. YOlTNG: l'o your job! 

~!R. CII AI 'lAf!:. 

1-!R. F. ROHE: 

AN HON . MEMBER: 

~fR. CHAIRMAN : 

Order, please! 

I can assure them. 

Inaudible. 

Order, please! Order, please! For the second 

time this afternoon I am intervening immediately to prevent a 

squahhle that might mar the temperate proceedings for the day. So 

l would sur,11:est to honourable members that the member speaking has 

the right to be heard in silence. If other honourable members have 

roints, pertinent points to make they can do do in the proper order. 

"TR. F. ROWE : ·- - -·-- - Thank you for your protection, Mr. Chairman. 

Sir, I will dispense with this political fraud of using this 

new cost sharing agreement, and saying that it is to the advantage of 

the local governments. 

Now, Sir, I would like to come to another peculiar strategy 

that th:l.s government is using with respect to money spent by the 

local governments in this Province, the local improvement districts 

and the community councils. And I will use my own deceased district, 

Sir, as an example, a rural area with forty-three cotmnunities, one 

of the smallest districts, but forty-three communities. And I get 

a letter or a request from the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
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Housing asking me to list off the priorities for water in the 

various communities in the District of St. Barbe North. Now, Sjr, 

I know there are exceptions, but generally speaking there is not 

a satisfactory water system in any community in St. Barbe North. 

MR. BARRY: You cannot list priorities for him? 

MR. F. ROWE: I will come to that in one moment. And if 

Mr. Chairman wants to allow the Hon. Minister of Mines and Energy 

to provoke me we can get into a pretty rip roaring battle here 

this afternoon. Forty-three communities, Sir, none of which have 

a satisfactory water system, with one or two exceptions. Now, Sir, 

how - either you have water going into a community or you do not 

have water going into a community. People drink water and people 

are people. Sir, what is the criterian for establishing priorities 

for water in the various communities of St. Barbe North or any other 

part of this Province? Do - I am asking the government, what are 

the criteria for establishing the priorities? The r!epth of the 

soil? The topography of the area? Do I go to the results of the 

last election and find out which communities voted P.C.? Which ones 

voted Liberal? Do I do it on a denominational basis? This year I 

am going to give it to all of the R.C. communities, next year all 

the Wesleyan communities, next year all of the Pentecostal connunities? 

Do I do it on the basis of the Genges of Flower's Cove or the C.enges 

of Anchor Point or the Mitchellmoores of Green Island Cove or what? 

What is the criterion that one is supposed to use when people need 

water? Is it based, Sir, on the number of unemployed people in a 

community with a lot of hair on their cheats or the number of 

virgins in the community or what? Sir, it is such a crasy idea 

for the Minister of ~unicipal Affairs and Housing -

MR, NEARY: That is not unparliamentary, is it? 

MR, F. ROWE: - to hand over to the member for the district asking 

him to list off a priority list for water in his district, 

MR. BRETT : Talk sense. 

MR. F. ROWE: It is pretty obvious, Sir, what the problem is. 

After all of the ranting and roaring about the planning and 

prjorities of this honourable crowd, after three and a half years 

PK-2 
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with the seventh floor down there with its orange chairs - it was 

re)ll&rked t'lne day by one of •Ill! eon:stit~ts 'When he was COll!ing up 

PK-3 

in the elevator alld we opened uP at the Planning and Priorities Floor -

~m. ~RY: Re.d carpet. 

'fR . F. ROWE: - he asked Ille if this was the barber shop for the 

Copfederiltion B.uilding, it was so attractively deai,gned, Sir, after 

all of the talk abe>ut planning and priorities 
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and royal commissions and the Whelan Commission, the minister comes 

back to the member and asks for a list. We all know what the problem 

is. There are no plans, Sir. They have not established their 

priorities. They have not been able to set up a financial base 

in this Province to afford, to construct these water systems in 

this Province and I am just talking about water, Sir. I am not 

even talking about sewage systems or pavement or street lights 

or sidewalks. I am talking about a district that does not have a 

satisfactory water system. A little bit of pavement or a street 

light or a sewage system would be paradise - excuse the pun -

relatively speaking for the district of St. Barbe North and we get 

a request from the minister asking for priorities. The priorities, 

Sir, in St, Barbe North and many other districts in this Province 

is to get water into those communities that do not have water or 

do not have a satisfactory water system. 

Sir, this honourable crowd have simply reneged and shirked 

their responsibilities utterly and completely and now are desperately 

sending off letters to members asking for priorities so that they can 

say, they can take that letter or take the -

MR. DOODY: What did you say in your letter? 

MR. RmlE: I did not send any letter off to the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing listing any priorities. I sent it off two years 

ago saying any community in St. Barbe North or any cOIIIIUl\ity in any 

other district in this Province that does not have water, that is 

the priority. Get it in there as quickly as possible. And it is 

this crowd, it is this P.C. Cabinet, it is their responsibility to 

decide where the water is going and where the pavement is going 

and where the water and sewage systems are going and where the 

street lights are going and where the sidewalks are going if necessary. 

But instead, Sir, they would rather say on the hustings, they would 

rather go there in St. Barbe North and go into Anchor Point and say 

"Ah: Fred Rowe recOD111ended water and sewage for Flowers Cove." 
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And they go into another community that was not recommended as a 

priority, "Oh! Fred Rowe did not rec01111Dend water for you guys. 

RH - 2 

He reco111111ended it for Flowers Cove or he recommended it for Cook's 

Harbour." We can see the trickery, Sir, that is going on. They 

would like nothing better than to have a letter from certain 

honourable members on this side of the House to show that we 

did not list a particular community as a priority. 

Sir, this government was elected for one simple reason. 

The people of the Province were dissatisfied, tired, fed up to 

the gills with the so-called or alleged inaction of the previous 

administration. This crowd, Sir, honourable crowd were elected 

because the people of Newfoundland sincerely felt that they would 

do a hetter job. Sir, the fact of the matter is is that they are 

not doing a better job. After three years of so-called planning, 

paying expensive civil servants, getting consultants from all over 

and frooi without the Province to come in, they have not come up with 

a plan of attack to solve the problems of the various municipal or 

local governments in this Province. 

The only places, Sir, where there have been significant 

break-throughs have been where this government have claimed that 

they have gotten an agreement from Ottawa. The fact of the matter, 

Sir, is that the joint steps forward in arterial roads, water 

and sewage, school construction in communities, paving in 

communities, paving between colllllunities, etc. has come as a 

result of federal-provincial agreements, most of which were 

ninety/ten agreements. Now, Sir, they are parading throughout 

the country;or the Province, 
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trying to claim credit for the expenditure of Federal Government 

monies. Sir, the people of Newfoundland are not that green. 

RH - l 

Sir, these were the only two points that I wanted to make -

the sham, the political misleading or camouflage of taking credit 

for this fifty/sixty formula. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Hear! Hear! 

MR. ROWE: Forty/sixty, I am sorry. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

A sixty/forty percentage agreement of $100,000 is the same as a 

fifty/fifty agreement when you take inflation into consideration, 

when you take inflation into consideration~and when the total base 

subhead has not increased. We do not look at formulas, Mr. Chairman. 

We look at the amount of money put in this little document here. 

That is what we look at, not percentages or formulas . 

The second point is, Sir, I appeal to this government to 

stop sending off fancy little letters asking members for priorities 

MR~ NEARY: How come I did not get one of them? 

MR.. DOODY: They did not know what district ynn arP. in. 

MR. RO'WE: - asking for priorities when it is -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: What was that little remark there? 

MR. ROWE: - when it is absolutely impossible to establish criteria 

in order to establish the priorities because it is a simple case of7 

''No water. We want water." There is no way that you can say that Plum 

Point deserves water more than Bird Cove or Savage Cove or Flowers 

Cove or Cook's Harbour or Barr'd Harbour or anything else. That 

same example, Sir, holds through for any other conmunity or district 

in this Province. 

So, I say to this government, Sir, save a few cents on 

correspondence and get on with the job for which they were elected. 

They certainly have not come through with the type of action that 

they were talking about yet. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, before the Minister of Finance, Sir, 

counters some of the excellent points, the magnificent arguments 
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put forward by my colleague , the Member for St. Barbe North and my 

colleague, the Leader of the Opposition, Sir, I think it would be 

appropriate if I had a few words to say on this particular bill. 

Mr. Chairman, despite what the Minister of Finance said, 

RH - 2 

Sir, earlier there is no rhyme or reason to how the administration 

selects a community to get water and sewerage. The Leader of the 

Opposition indicated, Sir, that it is done strictly along partisan 

political lines. Your Honour, I am half in~lined to agree with the 

Leader of the Opposition because in the past three years, Sir, in 

my own district of Bell Island, not a red cent has been spent to 

extend water and sewer lines and to replace worn out DOSCO water 

lines. Lines that were installed by nosco, Sir, about fifty years 

ago , and the employees of the company and the residents of the Island 

had to go out under cover of darkness and bootleg the water from the 

main lines. They actually were not allowed to connect on to the main 

lines. And some did manaite to 11;et water in their home by 110in~ out 11.ftP.r 

dark and that meant, Sir, if you lived, say, a couple of hundred yards 

from the main line that you had to be able to get enough of your 

neighhours to dig a ditch and finish it all in the night because if 

you did not finish it in the one night and DOSCO security heard about 

it the next day you were likely to be put in jail. So you had to 

finish it. Once you started it, it had to be finished. So you got 

a group of your neighbours to come out and give you a hand,but it 

did not always get down deep enough in the ground to resist the 

frost. 

MR . DOODY: 

!'IL NEARY: 

DOSCO security did not work at night. 

They certainly did work at night. I was one of the victims 

of a nosco security officer one time. But, Sir, -

MR. DOODY: 

~'Tl . • NEARY: 

Tell us about it. 

Yes, it i~ a very interesting story. But, Mr. -

MR. DOODY: It will not take long to tell. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

MR. DOODY: That will not take long. 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, not a red cent has been spent in the 

district of Bell Island. I would submit, Sir, to this House that 

that is the price, the penalty,the punishment if you will, to the 

people of Bell Island for voting Liberal in the 1972 election. 

MR. MURPHY: Oh yes! 

MR. NEARY: And the Minister of Social Services nods in the 

affirmative. He is saying yes. 

MR. MIJRPHY: And in St. John's Centre. 

MR. NEARY: That is so. In St. -

MR. MURPHY: - for voting P.C. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairuian, despite the fact that there has been 

nmnerous representations to the government, to the ~~nister of 

Municipal Affairs by the Town of Wabana they have fallen on deaf 

ears and the only water projects that have been carried out on 

Bell Island in the last three years were carried out under LIP 

projects, LIP projects. They managed to scrape enough -ey 

together to extend a few water lines, not very much, Sir, not 

near what should be done, but they managed to get LIP grants to -

Mil. BICDIAK: What about the Valley? 

MR. NEARY: - No, there was nothing put down in the Valley - to 

RH - 1 

run a line here and there, Sir. Looking at the c011DDunity on the 

whole, Sir, I would say that at least fifty per cent of the connunity 

today is unserviced. We made a pretty good stab, that is the 

former Liberal administration, made a pretty good stab at putting 

water and sewerage into the cOIIIIIIJDity of Bell Island in the town 

of Wabana. I would say that we probably spent somewhere in the 

vicinity of three-quarters of a million dollars to put water and 

sewerage on the Island. The total cost of giving water and sewerage 

to all the residents in the town of Wabana probably would have been 

in the vicinity of about $1.5 million. But the whole thing was 

curtailed, stopped dead in its tracks after the 1972 election and 

not one cent has been SJ)eDt by this govermnent to extend water and 

sewer lines on Bell Island. And you could multiply that, Sir, 200 times 
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throughout Newfoundland. Communities all over this Province are 

heing punished because they voted Liberal in 1971 or 1972. Mr. 

Chairman, if there was ever an example of favouritism, Sir, it is 

under this particular hill. All you have to do is go down, go down 

over the list and it stares you ri~ht in the face, Sir. It is 

ohvious what has been happening. 

RR - 2 

}fr. Chairman, having said that, you know I do not know where 

everybody in this House gets the idea that water and sewerage is such 

a popular issue anyway. Water may he an issue, Sir, providing water 

to people, drinking water may be a big issue. But, Mr. Chairman, any 

poll that I have ever seen done in Newfoundland by either political 

party since I have been active in politics,and that has been since 

1')58 when I first ran. I was actjve before that. I was a member of 

a tmm council for fourteen years. J-fr. Chairman, I do not know where 

the memhers get the idea that that is such a popular issue. Water is, 

ves, but sewerage, no. It has never shown up. It has -

MR. DOODY: Everybody is against it. 

MR.NEARY: No, no, I will come to that. It has never shown up on a 

poll as being a popular i~sue. 

MR. DOODY: Impossible. 

MR. NEARY: No, it has not. 

}!R. DOODY: Never shown up on the polls. 

MR. NEARY: Never shown up on any of the polls. If the Minister of 

Industrial Development will go to the Premier and ask to look at the 

poll, as a matter of fact the Premier had two polls done. 

'"'R. DOODY: Are you talking about a light pole? 

MR. NEARY: 

poll. 

~'R. DOODY: 

~lR. NEARY: 

The Leader of the Opposition had a poll done. P-o-1-1, 

Oh! Not utility poles. 

No, these are opinion polls. If any member, if any member 

in this House would ask to see the polls for the last twenty-five years, 

he would discover much to his amazement that water and sewerage would 
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neither elect nor defeat a government. It 1s not one of the real 

popular issues. It is well d01,1U the line as a matter of fact, well 

down the line. Roads, you can get more mileage out of roads -

MR. DOODY: A lot of mileage there! 

MR. NEARY: - t han you can out of water and s ewerage. Look, the 

big issues today, the cost of living, unemployment , problems in th.e 

fishery, industrial devel.opment. 
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MR. MURPHY: It. is goin,: to get you elected, What about productivity? 

MR. NEARY: No, no! 

MR. YOUNG: What about the fishery? 

MR. NEARY: Work interruptions, you know, work stoppages •ay be 

a big issue, But water and sewerage never shows up on any of the 

polls unless it is in an isolated c~unity where they have no 

drinking water. So it is neither going to win or lose an election. 

MR. HICKMAN: That is not relevant. 

HR. NEARY: It is relevant, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. EVANS: If that does not, our record will. 

MR. NEARY: So, Mr. Speaker, if the government think that they are 

going to win an election, Sir, by going out now -

MR, MURPHY: You are the people saying we are going to do that. 

MR. NEARY: - by going out and throwing out a few goodies here and 

there. Now in Rose Blanche it may be a big issue. Water~ be an 

issue because I saw some pictures on television sometime ago with 

the insects crawling around in the pots, in the pans. 

MR. MORGAN: Where was this? 

MR. NEARY: In Rose Blanche. 

MR. BARRY: We are going to have to launch a savage attack on you if 

you do not stay relevant. 

MR. NEARY: I am relevant. I • as relevant as any other --'>er 

has been in this debate so far, 

MR. MURPHY: Four Liberals have spoken so far. 

MR. NEAR'f: But, Mr. Speaker, the reason I would suggest, Sir, that 

sewerage - water is a big problem - sewerage is not the problm that 

members think it is, because most people cannot afford to buv the 

bathroQIII set anyway, If you do put in sewerage it means that they have 

to start then to figure out where they are going to get the • oney to put 

in the bowl. to put in the flush box and the bowl and to put in the bathtub, 

and then to hook on, and then they are going to be charged a tax, 

MR. DOODY: I will 2ive vou another candy if you will shut up. 
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MR, NEARY: I am almost teapted, Sir. but - such an important topic. 

MR. MURPHY: Yes. you really think it is important. 

MR. BEARY: So. Mr. Chairman. the adminiatration will neither win nor 

lose the election on this particular iaaue • as f.Jlportant u it is, 

It needa to be done. And I am afraid, Sir, that the govemment. 

despite the fact that they are now trying to force the municipalities 

into a position of collecting $12 a month. water and aewer rates. 

despite the fact that they are trying to do that,that the government 

will have to continue for a long tf.Jle in the future to finance these 

water and sewer projects. The co-unities themselves just cannot afford -

SOME BOlf. MEMBERS: Ob, oh: 

HR.. CHAIRMAR: Order, please! 

MR. HEAR.Y: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I could hardly hear • yself 

talk over here, 

MR. KlRGAN: You are lucky. We can hear you over here, 

Mil. MIAJ.Y: Are you staying or going? 

HR.. MORGAN: I cannot stay. 

MR. MIAJ.Y: Caae back and tell us about the crab ind1111try, boy, 

an utra four cents or what, five cents. four cents? 

MR. HICKMAN: Is this relevant? 

MR. MIAJ.Y: Mr. Chairman, the goverm1ent will have to go on 

financing these water and sewer projects despite the fact that the 

Miniater of Finance alaoat had us in tears there a few .aents ago, 

• oaning about the -unt of • oney that bad to be taken out of the 

Public Treuury, the govem• ent had to pick up the tab. I say• ao what! 

So what if it gives people a little co.fort, a little cc.fort that 

they are entitled to: So what! It is better to spend it that way 

than to spend it on jet planes and sending the Nor• a and Gladys to Japan, 

and all aorta of the other examples of extravagance . and waste that 

we see, Mr. Chair• an, 

MR, DOODY: A big party for John C. Doyle. 
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MR. NEARY: No • you are going to take back Kr. Doyle's property 

now and then we will hear the screiaillg and then the scandals will 

start to come out. 

MR. DOODY: You are a great -

MR. NEARY: Kr. Chairaan, there is no rhylle nor reason, Sir, 

to what the administration is doing. They are -arding contracts 

for these projects strictly along partisan, political lines. And 

it just as well for them to face up to it, adait it. They think 

because the fol'ller adainistration did it that it is okay for thea to do it. 

MR. MARSHALL: What is it that is worrying you? Mention it 

again. 

MR. NEARY: 

MIL BARRY: 

HR. NEARY: 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. NEARY: 

HR. BARRY: 

work or what? 

For water and sewer projects. 

They are open tender. boy. 

Open tender• my eyeball. 

What? 

Do not be talking so foolish. Open tender. 

What are you talking about, the cowipanies doing the 

MR. HUltPRY: Do you want the councils to do it? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I realize, Sir, that aeabers of this 

House would like to have this House closed at this particular moa!nt. 

I love the House. I would move my bed in here if I had to. I would 

stay here night and day. I am not anxious to get out of this House. 

I would stay here forever. I love the House. And I know members are 

getting uptight. It is a fine day, and they want to get out. Veil what did 

they offer theaselves for election for in the first place if that is 

what they want! Get up and make a few speeches and anything you got on 

your chest, get it off. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: That is what I do. I sit here and I look across, and I 

get so frustrated and angry that I have to get up and make a speech~ I 

let it out of Ill}' system. 

MR. DOODY: What about the rest of your colleagues? 
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The rest of my colleagues will be in to make their little contribution 

to the House. But, Mr. Chairman, despite the fact that we have spent 

a large amount of money on ~•ater and sewer projects and we will 

spend a lot more this year, and we are approving a lot now in this 

bill, there is still, Sir, a great need in this Province for water 

and sewer and sewerage projects. I do not know where all of the 

money will come from. We will have to get it somewhere. Personally, 

Sir, I have - and this is a suggestion that I throw out - I think, 

Mr. Chairman, that more money from Ottawa that comes into this Province 

via the LIP projects should he used for water and sewerage. Because 

there is a situation, Sir, where the Government of Canada pays 

one hundred per cent of the labour costs -

MR. DOODY: And what else? 

~- CHAIRMAN: Order, please! I can see the honourable 

gentleman could go on for quite a while on LIP projects. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No I am not going -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Relevance. 

MR. NEARY: It is relevant. 

MR. HICKMAN: The man ·does not knov what the word means. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I thank Your Honour for his ruling. 

The point that I am making, Sir, is this, that mainly the amounts 

that we see in this bill would not be as great if the money coming 

from Ottawa on Lip projects -

MR. DOODY: You are a lip'. 

MR. NEARY: was used to -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: - help install water and sewer systems. We could 

cut down the amount substantially, and every year we would not have 

a bill coming in for $69 million. 

MR. MURPHY: Did the honourable member try for one for Bell Island, 

a LIB project for water and sewer2 

MP.. . NEARY: 

!·ffi.. MURPHY: 

Yes, we did. 

Did you get it? 
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And we got one or two small ones, not enough. 

A good job though, 'Steve'. 

PK - 2 

No.but there is a lot of money wasted on,for instance, 

Yes, there is. 

- graveyards and on, you know, foolish stuff when 

:It could h~ used -

~,r.. '-1UR.PllY: No doubt ahout it. 

'MR. NEARY: - when it could be used, Sir, - the money could be used 

to hel'P the Department of Hunicipal Affairs to install water and 

sewerage. And it is something t-rorth considering, Sir. And the 

Government of Canada is reviewing its Opportunities for Youth and 

it" LIP· projects right now and the Province may be able to make 

so~e input into that and get some money - a hundred per cent of the 

!about cost. and I forget now the amount that is spent on material 

and cut d~m the amount of money that has to come out of the 

Provincial Treasury for water and sewer projects. In my opinion, 

Sir, this Hould be very "10rthwhile indeed. And not only that, Mr. 

Chai.rman, hut any work that is done should be done in the Summertime 

not 1n the Wintertime. But some how or other - I do not know how 

the bureaucrats got this thing mixed up in their minds that you can 

go out and put in water and sewerage bv hand with pick and shovel 

in the Wintertime, so that people can get enough stamps to get their 

unemployment insurance and stay off all Summer. Why not work in the 

Summertime and stay off all TJinter? They are just doing the reverse 

of what they should be doi.ng. 

' !R EVANS: The great economist. 

'fR. NEARY: gut it is - that is true, that is what is happening now, 

Sir, They are some how or other up in Ottawa looking at Newfoundland 

from the vantage point there of Wellington Street in Ottawa, they 

are saying.well down there in Newfoundland and the Atlantic Provinces . 

high unemployment in the Wintertime, So they put everybody to work 

on LIP pro.1 ects in the Wintertime and then they get enough stamps and 

they spend the Summer drawing unemployment insurance. It should just 

he the reverse, and you cannot do any work worthwhile. How can you 
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put in water and sewerage in this Province with a pick and shovel 

in the middle of the Winter? 

MR. AYLWARD: You can go to the Straits of Belle Isle, you can dig 

it there, what happened? 

NR. NEARY: You can do what? 

MR. AYLWARD: Inaudible. 

MR. __ CHAIRWN: Order, please! 

MR. AYLWARD: If you are going to dig a tunnel across 

the 3traits -

l__!R. CHAIRMAN: I interrupted this so that I could give the honourable 

gentleman the right to be heard in silence. Now some honourable 

gentlemen seem to think that when the Chairman stands that it means 

nothing. Well,I assure honourable gentlemen that that is not 

the case. 

MR. NEARY: So, Mr. Chairman, if the Government of Canada is going 

to open this whole matter of creating work, making work project!! to 

try to take care of her unemployment the Province should make some 

input into it,and try to use some of the resources from the Government 

of Canada to put in water and sewerage in every conununity in this 

Province, and cut down the - that will be something useful - cut 

down the amount of money that comes from the Provincial Treasury. 

There is a lot of work that remains to be done in this Province, Mr. 

Chairman, even though we have made gigantic strideP forward, there 

are still a lot of communities that do not have drinking water and 

do not have sewerage. A lot of communities 
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are not kicking up a fuss about it except when they find themselves in 

a position where they do not have any drinking water. There are still 

a lot of people in this Province, Sir, forced to used the slop pail 

and the outdoor privy and to carry water in buckets. My own constituents, 

every Winter water lines freeze up. They have to go out, draw water 

from an oil tank in the back of a truck, bring it in and fill up a 

tank in their house. Now, in a lot of cases they are not grumbling 

too much about this and we feel as elected representatives of the 

people that this is not good enough for our people, not good enough, 

and we are going to have to make a more strenuous effort to try to 

overcome this situation, even though, as I say, a lot of these 

communities are not kicking up much of a fuss. The squeaky wheel, 

as the Leader of the Opposition said, gets the grease. Well, that 

is what is happening today. There is no rhyme or reason as to how 

the co11111unities are being selected. When you put the political 

pressure on, when you get a council that is sincere and conscientious 

and really wants to do a job, well, one of the biggest feathers in 

their hat would be to put in water and sewerage. 

I was down Saturday afternoon for the opening of the town hall 

here on the South Shore of Conception Bay in a community where we 

appointed a council. I think the former administration appointed 

the first council there in the face of adversity and all kinds of 

opposition. Now they are talking about water and sewerage. They 

have their beautiful community hall. DREE, the Govermnent of 

Canada 1 carried out a study of the area to see the feasibility of 

putting in water and sewerage there. 

MR. DAWE: 

ml. NEARY : 

No. They did not. 

Oh yes, they did. The r,overnment of Canada, Sir, 

DREE paid for that study. 

MR. DAWE: 

"1R. NEARY: 

What nonsense! 

Ah! Yes they did. And now the Government of Canada, 

Sir, is being called upon,rightly so, to help to a large degree to 
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finance that water and sewerage there on the South Shore of Conception 

Bay,. one of the areas of Newfoundland, l would suggest, Sir, that 

desperately needs water and sewerage. why? The area is so congested 

that if you walk down there now, Sir, the sewerage will probably he 

squeezing up between your toes.,\nd they have to get their water and 

sewer project complete even if the Province has to finance it on its 

own,but I think that DREE, Ottawa,is prepared to kick in. At least 

that is what Mr. McGrath told us on Saturday afternoon,that Uncle 

Ottawa, I think he referred to it as Uncle Ottawa, is prepared to 

contribute substantially to get that project underway. I hope that 

the Province will not procrastinate or dilly dally,that they will not 

do the same thing as they are doing in connection with Rose Blanche 

where they procrastinated for so long and now they are talking about 

some kind of fancy overhead water system, whatever that means. I 

do not know -

MR. DAWE: Overhead! 

MR. EVANS: The old North wind. 

MR. NEARY: I do not know how you protect that from the frost in the 

wintertime but I will wait and see. 

MR. MURPHY: Over ground, not overhead. 

MR. NEARY: Over ground, over ground, well, over ground - overhead, 

over ground, over land, you know, how do you stop it from freezing up 

in the wintertime. 

MR. DAVE: That is the secret. 

MR. MURPHY: The secret of the P.C. C.overnment. 

MR. NEARY: That is the secret. Well, it is Ottawa that is going to 

build it, 

Ottawa. 

so it must be the secret of the Liberal Government up in 

MR. MURPHY: We are advising them. 

MR. NEARY: But I understand it is a new experiment, something that is -

MR. BARRY: It is world.ng well. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

MR. BARRY: It is working well. 
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MR. NF.ARY: It is working well. Well. it is something that has been 

tried for the first time and I hope for the sake of the people of 

Rose Blanche that it works. But I -

'.'ill. GILLETT: Bristol Harbour in Twillingate has it. 

MR. NEARY: In Twillingate it works. What do they do. run a line 

over the ground and then -

MR. GILLETT: Six inches under. 

MR. NEARY: Su inches under the ground:-' 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: You know. just about. 

MR. NEARY: But this is over ground they are talking about down 

here in Rose Blanche. 

MR. GILLETr : 

the frost. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. GILLETT: 

MR. NEARY: 

Well. what they mean is not down below the level of 

Well insulated from the frost. I presume. 

Some thermal insulation. 

But• Sir, the main thing is, Hr. Chairman, and on behalf 

of the people in the co11DUunity of Conception Bay South. that comprises 

of the municipality of Conception Bay South that comprises of seven 

COl!IJllunities I appeal now to the Provincial Government to take 

immediate steps. to take i:omediate steps. Sir, not to procrastinate 

to get that water and sewer project on the South Shore of Conception 

Bay underway without further delay. 

MR. DOODY: Jim McGrath says you were very polite. 

MR. NEARY: Jim McGrath paid me a very great compliment on Saturday 

afternoon,and I will not repeat what Mr. LaLonde said about Mr. 

}lcGrath. 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. DOODY: 

}'R. NEARY: 

Mr. LaLonde should apologize and withdraw that comment. 

Yes, he - Oh, yes! Sure, yes, he should. 

Well, he is a Liberal. You would not expect any manners. 

I ~r.1.11 not repeat what Mr. LaLonde said, Sir. The only 

thing that I can say is that I hope that Mr. }lcGrath will be successful 

in getting a few dollars out of Ottawa as a contribution towards that 

project. But it should be started this Summer. 
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The people down there can wait no longer. Building is being 

restricted down there. People cannot get permission to put in 

septic tanks. 

PK - 1 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! I think the honourable gentleman's 

discussion on the conditions in Conception Bay South has gone far 

enough. And the item of relevance as far as this bill is concerned 

is I think pretty well almost gone out of the window, but however 

the Chair s~ill does have the residual power to enforce relevancy, if it 

feels it is necessary,and that time has come. 

MR. NEARY: Mr . Chairman, the only thing I can do now is wind up 

by making a strong appeal, an urgent appeal to the administration 

that they re-examine their list of priorities and that at least 

in COlllllUnities where people desperately need drinking water, that 

they provide drinking water. It does not necessarily follow that 

they have to put water and sewerage in at the same time. If the 

people want drinking water, they de not have any drinking water, 

their water is polluted, contaminated for some reason or other, then 

these are the c011111Unities that should get the top priority, and not 

the ones that vote Tory or vote Liberal or vote N.D.P. It should 

be done, Sir, on the basis of need, and not on the basis of how they 

vote. And I appeal to the administration - it is unfortunate that 

the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing is not in his seat 

today, Sir, and the Minister of Finance has to bear the brunt of all 

of this because it is not a criticism of the minister's own department, 

although he will get up and moan and groan and grunt now, and al.most 

have us all in tears. You will feel like breaking down and crying 

by the time the minister is finished. Hard nosed, you know. Almost . 

as bad as the Minister of Fisheries, ice water in his veins, no feelings 

towards people. But, Sir, I - one thing that I do have is a big 

heart and I would to at least see every householder in this Province 

have at least drinking water, if he cannot get sewerage. We will 

get the sewerage later on. And so there is something that I hope that 

the administration ~•ill consider. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Fisheries. 

!-fR.. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, the honourable gentleman says that 

I have ice water in my veins. Well,thank God I do not have sewerage 

in my veins. I would much sooner have ice water than sewerage. 

rm. NEARY: Ha! Ha! 

MR. CROSBIE: I aD' glad that struck a good note with the honourable 

gentleman. 

'IR. NF.ARY: Carried. -----
MR. CROSBIE: We have heard a lot of trash, and we have heard a 

lot of nonsense in this House, Mr. Chairman, and we have heard a lot 

more today. You know,the honourable gentleman says his great 

priority is~and his great principle is that if they want water give 

them water• I_f there is difficulty with their water, never mind the 

sewerage just give them water, give them water. P:ut in a water system 

but do not bother putting in the sewerage syst~ at the same t:lme. 

Now what kind of a mess would we have in this Province, Mr. Chairman, 

if we adopted that programme? 

MR. NEARY: Yau cannot afford it. 

MR. CROSBIE: At a place say, for example, like Bonavista where 

they need water - we all know they need the water there. They have 

a horrible water situation in Bonavista. But if we decided just to 

give Bonavista water and spend two or three years digging trenches 

for water, put in the water pipes, and then flood them with water, 

and they would all have water in their homes,now,running water,and 

taps and so on, but they will have no sewerage, and nowhere to dispose 

of the water after it has been used in the house. Now what kind of 

a situatjon would it then be in Bonavista? Bonavista, for example, 

would be floating in a sea of sewerage if we adopted that great 

principle of the honourable gentleman from Bell Island. 

MR. __ N_E~RY: The must have \.•ater. 

MR. CROSBIE: But this is an examule of the kind of sharp thinking 

and priorities that the honourable gentlemen opposite gave to this quest1on 

when they were in office. Well,we think it is a lot more feasible 

and a lot more plausible and certainly a lot more healthy - we have 

6871 



June 16, 1975 Tape 2333 (Afternoon) PK - 3 

got to say it is a lot more healthy - to try to give these communities 

water and sewerage at the Sllllle time, Then you dig the one trench, 

you know, you do not have to go right through the community for 

several years disrupting everything1digging a trench to put down 

a water pipe, and then two years later when they have got epidemics 

and when they are floating in a sea of sewerage you p.o throuch 

the community agai.n and dig it all up for another two or three 

years and lay down the sewerage pipes in a different trench at 

double the cost. 

So that is one of the silliest suggestions that 1 have ever 

heard from the honourable gentleman opposite, who is usually a 

master of making silly statements. But this is positively his 

championship effort, His be~t effort yet. He has put his best 

foot forward, because this indeed is the silliest suggestion that 

he has ever made. 

No, Mr. Chai1"1ll8n, this government will ignore the honourable 

gentleman's suggestion. We will try and give the communities that 

needed water and sewe.rage together. Because in any commurity of 

any nwnber or great density of people you cannot 
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provide a piped water system. only and forget the sewerage. It is 

not only 11DW1ual1 it is positively unhealthy. We are not going to 

endanger the lives of our people. Rav here is a bill that prOTides 

for $24 million. We are asking this Bouse to endorse the government's 

.having guaranteed soae $24 aillion for water and • everage work and 

soae road paving work in the aunicipalitiea of the Province last year. 

Is the Opposition getting up just to say, yea, we support this, you know, 

but aore should be done,but ve support this. Ho, they are getting 

up with these long harangues. I do not know whether the ~it ion 

want to filibuster this act so that ve got to stop all this work. Is 

that what they would like to see happen? 

HR. 11&\JlY: This has been done already. 

HR. CROSBIE: Talk so long on this bill that we eventually got to 

drop it and aove on to soaething else so that the $24 aillion of work 

gets stopped. It is $24.5 ail.lion. There are sixcy-1.ne projects, 

Then we bear the honourable gentleman bleating ~ p9sitively bleating 

in a most disguating aanner because of the hypocrisy of his reaarta 

about political considerations. And then be bewails the fact that 

he says, the honourable gentleman sayB, that there are political considerations 

intruding in deciding who should get water or sewerage. Well, that 

might have been the case in the past, Mr, Chaiiman, but it has not 

been the case in the last three years. If we just look at the 

sixty-nine projects listed in this bill we will see that twelve of thea, 

and there • ay be -,re, but twelve that I have definitely noted are 

projects that are going on in districts represented by anbers of the 

Opposition. That is twelve out of the sixty-11ine. So if political 

considerations were the criteria persu-bly there would be none. 

There we•ld be no projects for Opposition districts instead of the twelve 

out of the sixty-nine that are in this bill. And last year I dare say 

that there were even -,re that were in Opposition districts. The criteria 

is not politic•. The criteria is that this Province can afford to guarantee 

for our aunicipalities. We have to borrow anyvay~according to the budget, 
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about $200 million this year or whatever the exact figure ie. 

And there ie only eo much more we can guarantee for the .unicipalitiee 

becav.ae we have to go out and borrow for the Newfounclland Municipal 

Finance Corporation to repay all these guarantees to the bank. So 

this $24 sillion frmi lut year will have to be borrowed this year 

in the bond markets of the world in addition to the rest of the money 

we are borroving. And unfortlDlately it is only possible for the Province 

to borrow froa $20 sillion to $25 sillion a year for -icipal water 

and sewerage works. But in addition to the works listed in this, 

because of our efforts and because of our pl-ing and because of our 

priorities that the honourable geatleaen opposite have been scoffing 

at 1111d saying are non-existent, because of these things ve are getting 

substantial help fros Ott-• in other directions. 

Row Ottawa is not going to becoae,u Mr. Jaieaon baa 

said to loud plaadita, ie not going to becoae the Depart.ent of 

Hunicipal Affairs for C.mada. The Departaent of Regional and 

lccnuaic E1qumsion ia a depart.ant to try to help create ancft develop 

e~ic oppertlDlities in the lesa favoured parts of Canada. They are 

not in the buineas of financing -icipa1 -ter and sewerage projects, 

EOad paving mcl· the like. But they will help with infrastructure 

lfhere JOU can sbov that that ill directly tied to a developaeat 

opportuDity. That ill the criteria. Ve canaot get th- to do a11 

of these vater and sewerage ayat-• and ao on. They will not do it, 

and you can understand why they vill not. If they did, they would 

have to do it for every area of Canada. llut vbat VI! have succeeded in 

getting DltD to do i • to agree to do things that we can tie directly 

to develc,i-ent opportmrl.ti.ea,auch • the St. Jobll'a-"llegional Water ayat

vbicb is going to coat •- $30 sillion, I think the -olDlt is, $32 •illion 

to bring vater iros Bay Bulla Big Pond into St. John's, into Mount Pearl 

and Jlev Town and provide for vater to go to Conception Bay South. DIEE 

has agreed to do that. Well that vill save the Province - ve vill not 
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have to borrow that $30 million. OREE is going to contribute, 

I think it is, 9eventy or seventy-five per cent of the cost. 

That is seventy-five per cent of $30 million that we will not 

have to borrow for the St • .Tohn 's Metropolitan Area Board or whoever, 

and, therefore,will give us more flexibility in borrowing aore aoney 

for the other aunicipalitiea . Andhopefully DUE will do other projects 

in infrastructure under a new agreement we have reached with thea 

where we have just about settled now what their criteria will be 

for assisting with infrastructure in local areas. And they will, 

therefore, devote their efforts to helping in those areas which 

we can show are tied to development and that will give the Province 

more financial scope to borrow or guarantee aoney for our aunicipalities. 

So that is what this bill is about. A huge •olDltJ This ia twice the 

amount if not three tiaes the amount that used to be guaranteed for 

m1U1icipalities. In the years up to 1971, I would say -
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I have not checked this recently but the most that was ever 

guaranteed in any year for the municipalities would have been 

$8 million to $10 million. 

MR. NEARY: So the Premier mentions. 

MR. CROSBIE: And in 1971 there were some special considerations. 

MR. NEARY: Is that so? 

MR • . MURPHY: An election year. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes. 

MR. NEARY: A special year. 

MR. CROSBIE: But we do not want to remind the public of that 

now• We are forgetting the past. 

MR. MURPHY: Forget it. 

MR. CROSBIE: So $24 million is a huge amount, Mr. Chairman, And 

this year the government will again be guaranteeing for municipalities 

at the banks, for dozens and dozens of projects that have priority 

and should be done,another $24 million. And next year we will have 

to come before the House and ask for the House to ratify that 

retroactively again, and we hope the House will. 

So, Mr. Chairman, it is not possible to accept the honourable 

gentleman's suggestion that we do water alone, although that is possible 

in some ~ases where there are small connnunities. 

MR. NEARY: That is what I said. 

~m. CROSBIE: We have got to do water and sewerage, and we have got 

to do them in the areas that have the worst health conditions, and 

that is what the priorities are set on, and in the areas that have 

the best opportunities for further development if they do get water 

and sewerage and the like. So we are therefore asking the House to 

approve this so that we can get on and discuss some of the other 

legislation we have before the Uouse. This is a continuing programme 

of municipal improvement heavily subsidized. Not only does the 

Government of Newfoundland guarantee all of these amounts, but 

the Government of Newfoundland is agreeing in every case to subsidize 

the water and sewerape rates in every one of those communities to the 

tune of hundreds of thousands of dollars. I believe the estimates 

this year is something like $7 million or $8 million is needed just 
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to pay nater and sewerage subsidies to the municipalities of 

tl,i.s Province. The municipalities of this Province are the most 

heavily assisted of any municipalities anywhere in Canada, the 

most heavily assisted by the provincial government of any at all. 

Anrl if they had been asked to charge as they have beenJat least 

$10 a month for water and set~era.ge, that amount does not even go 

near the cost today of installing and opera.ting water and sewerage 

systems. '3nd they are still heavily subsidized by the general 

taxna.yer of the Province. 

So I hope, Hr. Chairman, that having disposed of these 

issues - I hope they a.re disposed of - the Opposition having ma.de 

their points,none of which I do not think have any validity. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

''1?. CllOSRIF : The !louse will now approve the gua.ra.ntee ·of 

these muni.cipal loans so Ye can get on with other businesses 

that a.re here for the House to deal with. 

'-tR. CHAIRMAN: 

~. A. IWA."IS: 

The Member for Burgeo-LaPoile. 

Mr. Chairman, very briefly I had not intended 

to get into this debate until the subject of Rose Blanche was 

hrought up, about the squeaky wheel. Well, I think I did a lot of, 

not squeaking, probably a bit of bellowing for the last two or three 

years about that same thing with the Department of Municipal Affairs 

and Intergovernmental Relations, Fiscal Relations. And the squeaky 

wheel prohahly that was referred to is probably to cost this Province 

a lot of money. There was an arrangement made for DREF. to meet with 

Fi,'<cal Relations and the people who were doing the survey, also CMRC 

on Fehruarv 14. Proba.hly everyone here knows of the fact that the 

' linister of nREE walked off a television appearance due to that same 

squea1,y wheel and someone who was following it up. It cost this 

Province fifty per cent of the cost of installing water in Rose Blanche 

t,hereas it was suppose to be an entirely federal project up to that time. 

6877 



J une 16 , 1975 Tape ?.335 (Af ternoon) PK - 3 

Now there was some doubt expressed as to the nature of the type 

of line that is going there. That line is something that has been 

used down in the American Forces installations down in the far 

North for the last few years, and it proved to be very successfuL 

It is a return line that is heated. It is shall.ow ditched, and in 

cases where there is too much rock it is placed entirely upon _top 

of the ground and covered by insulation. I have no doubt that 

it will be very successful in Rose Blanche, and that it will be 

implemented before too long. 

We have heax,d criticism over there of the rate that is mentioned 

t!>day,$12 per month for water and sewerage. I would like to remind 

members oppo.site that that is something that should have been 

unnecessary becuse when we went under Confederation the $45 111:llion 

that was left here by the Commission of Government, blood money 

squeezed out of our fishermen back in the early years of the C-1.saion 

of Govermnent, if that money had not been channelled into crazy 

industries or so-called industries - probably gone in part to 

Clearwat~ -
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we could have had water installed all over Newfoundland and probably 

a part of Nova Scotia at the same amount of money for what it 

would have cost at that time. The borrowing rates, even if we had 

to horr~, money,· would have been an awful lot less than they are 

today. The inane· suggestion that we are giving water services to 

places that are Conservative rather than those that are Liberal, 

I do not know what the Liberals are bitching about because they 

~,ent dry for twenty-three years and they even licked the 'hand 

of the man who turned off the tap, Joe Smallwood. 

'"l• NEARY: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I just listened to what I consider 

to be one of the most scandalous remarks that has ever been made, 

one of the most vicious personal attacks ever made on a gentleman 

outside of this House, Sir, the former Premier of this Province. 

I thought Your Honour would have brought the member to order, Sir, 

and asked him to withdraw and apologize to this honourable House. 

Not only that, there was a statement made before that, Sir, that 

has to be clarified now. 

MR. MURPHY: On a point of order, Sir, may I? 

MR. CHAIP-MAN: Order, please! Is the honourable gentleman rising 

on a point of order? Privilege? 

MR. "MURPHY : No. Yes. Okay! 

The honourable gentleman may rise on a point of order 

hut -

l<R. NEARY: On a point of order, Sir. On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. 

The honourahle member, Sir, just viciously attacked a gentleman who 

trned to sit in this House is no longer here, who is not here to 

defend himself. 

SOME RON. MEMBF.RS: Oh, oh! 

"MP.. NEARY: At least that is the implication. That was the implication 

made hy the honourable member, Sir, and I would ask Your Honour to ask 

the Member for Burgeo to withdraw and apologize to the House or be named. 

HR. EVANS: You are still licking his hand, in other words. 

}'R • CHAIRMAN : Order, please! Well, I am not sure which remark the 
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honourable gentleman is referring to, 

_MR. NEARY: Clearwater. Clearwater. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think the honourable gentleman is going to have 

to bring more evidence before me before I can ask for a retraction of 

that remark.; 

MR. EVANS: Take a back seat. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, there was another statement made by the 

honourable member 

MR. MURPHY : On a point of order? 

MR. NEARY: No, this is on - I am speakin~ now on the bill before the 

House, Sir, a very, very serious charge made by the honourable member 

in connection with an alleged commitment by the Government of Canada 

to pay 100 per cent of the cost of installation of a water system in 

the town of Rose Blanche. I believe, Sir, the ~inister of Inter

governmental Affairs owes it to this House and owes it to the people 

of this Province to state whether this is correct. Was there a 

ca.nit:aent,and if there was, was the commitment in vriting? Was it 

an oral coaaitment? Did the Gove~nt of Canada welsh on this 

ccmaitment? Is the Province now going to have to pay several 

hundreds of thousands of ilollars because somebody in Ottawa 

reneged? Is this what the member is saying? 

The Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs should clarify that 

point. If the Hember for Burgeo is correct, then it would seem to 

me, Sir, tbat there is a case here, not only for a grievance, I do not 

know if you can sue the Government of Canada, but if there was a 

commitment they should be forced to live up to it. There may have 

been same promise made during an election, Sir, there may have been 

sCJ111e reference to a water and sewer system for Rose Blanche,but the 

question is did the Government of Canada, did Mr. Jamieson on behalf 

of the Government of Canada make a firm cOIIIIRitment to the peOl)le of 

this Province, to the Government of this Province? 

MR. BARRY: Why are you not suing them? 
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"'R. NEARY: Well, Sir, why are they doing something about it? 

•~- CROSBIE: Do not be acting so silly. 

MR. NF.ARY: That is not silly, Sir, that is a pretty serious charge. 

Tt is a pretty serious matter, Sir. 

"R. 1nr,KMAN: We will deal with it in due course. 

MR. NEARY: Or is the government of this Province jast glad to get 

the Government of Canada to pay fifty per cent of the cost of this 

water project. It is the only place in Newfoundland that I know of 

where the Government of Canada is doing it. The Minister of Inter

governmental Affairs just told us that DREE was not going to become 

the Department of Municipal Affairs for the whole of Canada. Most 

unusual, to pay fifty per cent of the cost of a water project in a 

community that,! suppose,that is not considered to be a place where 

you could have industrial development. But they are doing it and the 

Province should be darn glad that they are doing it, and not hear 

this silly nonsense that we just heard from the Member for Burgeo. 

It is up to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs to clear up 

this matter. Was there a commitment or was there not a commitment? 

If there was a coumitment, why is the Province not insisting that 

the Government of Canada fulfill its obligation? They have a very 

strong legal case, Sir. Put jt 
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before the Supreme Court if what the member says is correct. 

Nc,v, Mr. Chairman, as far as the remarks that I made about providing 

water for certain c0111Dunities in this Province,the minister had to 

take that and twist it and try to turn it around. Sir, the member 

knows just as well as I do that there are dozens and dozens and dozens 

of communities in this Province that are famished for a drop of 

drinking water, and they do not need sewerage. Theie are not that 

many houses there. Where you have a high density of population, 

of course, it makes sense to put in water and sewerage. But there 

are dozens and dozens of co-nities . - look, right over on Bell Island, 

Sir, in my own district, down at the East End they do not need 

sewerage but they need water. Up in Parsonaville they do not 

need sewerage but they need water. And you can 1a1ltiply that 

500 times in this Province. 

Hll • ll>llGAR : 

!Ill. REA.RY: 

Par1101111Ville. 

BR. IEJI.GAll: 

You still have settlements that need water? 

Yea, Sir, they need water at the East End and in 

Unbelievable. 

Mil. MUBPBY: Where is Parao1111Ville? 

Mil. REARY: On Bell Island you have to get all your water fToa 

artea:l,an wells. And in the s-rtime the wells down at the Eaat Encl 

and the vella in Parsonaville go dry, completely dry, and the people 

have to haul their water in the backs of their cars in these areas. 

But there is all kinda of land there, Sir. Each house, l suppose, 

ill built on an acre or a couple of acres of land, and there are not 

that aany houses there. They do not need sewerage but they need water 

and that is vhat I • saying. And the ainiater had to get up and 

try to ttrist it, poke fun at it. It is a pretty serious • atter, Sir. 

Mil. M1lBPBY: Where is Paraonaville? 

MR. REARY: Paraonaville is up in the West Encl of the lalaad. It 

is up near the Bell. 

MB.. DOODY: It is a auburl> of Bickfordville. 

MR. REARY: Ro, it is not a suburb of Bickfordville. 

One thing, Sir, the • e• ber will have to learn if he 
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is going to c•paign on Bell Island is that ParsoD&Yille is not 

a suburb of Bickfordville. They are all individual,separate 

entities unto theaselves. and they do not like to be abed 

in with the other coanunities. But it is up in the Vest End 

of the Island• 111> near the Bell. 

MR. MURPHY: Where Bed has his tavern. 

MR. MEAJlY: Veil that is Parsonsville vbere Hed has his tavern. 

He lives there and the honourable -

MR. HUJtPIIY: 

MR.. HF.ARY: 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. HF.ARY: 

I knew him well, knew h:la well. 

Proa his old days of travelling around -

In the ''Drink Dominion ile" days. 

Yea, and drink Dominion, "Chug-a-lug a DominJ.on!" 

But, Mr. Chairaan, that is what I aean, &ir. And, 

you knov 1 in Bonavista he used that as an exmple - well I think 

ve laUllched a project in Bonavista and aanaged to get that water 

and sever project underway there. Well that aakes sense 1 put 

water and sewerage there, of course. But haw aany c-unities are 

in that district of Bonavista South that do not need water and 

sewerage but just need water? Water, Sir, is next to fresh air 

and it makes great - look, Sir, look~ All it takes, Mr. Chairman. 

is a few drill holes here and there, coDDect up a water line, put 

a hydrant there and the people will run the lines theu*lves~in 

a good many cases. For instance in Bickforclville on Bell Island 

where they have no water the Bell Island Developaent Association 

put in a waterline under a LIP project, They did not put in 

any sewerage. It is not necessary to put sewerage there. But they 

put in a waterline under a LIP project, And all they did when the 

original drill hole was put there and the pump house,was to put a 

hydrant on the outside. And the people took the initiative themselves 

and under a LIP project they ran a waterline and put the water into 

their homes. 

MR. MORGAN: It was £rozen up all last winter. 
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MR.. HEAllY: It was not frozen up! No, Sir~ I will tell the 

Bouse what happened to it last winter. The pump was burned out 

and this adldnistration would not replace the pmp. That is 

what happened, Sir, Aaeaaley little piap and about fifty 

f-ilies had to go without water all winter because we could not 

get this crowd to replace the Plat>• 

MR. H>BGAR: 

MR.. HEARY: 

The puap was frozen up. 

It wu not frozen up. That, Sir, is not true. 

,It vaa not frozen up. The puap was bumed out. And go down and 

check your facts. 

MR. CB&DIKAR: Order, please! Order, please! 

Maybe the honourable gentlaan might keep in 

aind that we are dealing with an expenditure of $23,500,000 I believe 

and it is a guarantee of loans to aanicipalitiea, and I believe 

that the provision of a puap for Bickfordville has to be irrelevant 

at this tfae. I believe it is. 

HI.. REARY: Well, Sir, the only other point that I want to make -

it is not a new point - is the fact that ve should aot always be 

thinking about the big ' projecta, the IIUl.ti .. illion dollar projects. 

We should think of the little fellow in this Province. 

SOI! HOR. MEMBEll: Ob, oh! 

MR. REAllY: We should think of the people who have no drinkillg 

water, who really do not need sewerage. Maybe if the c-ity 

starts to gr~ 
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fifteen, twenty, thirty years from now they may need sewerage, 

but at the m0111ent, Sir, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, thirty, 

fiftv houses here and there, all they need is a little bit of 

rlr inking water. And these are the people on whose behalf I 

r.iade an appeal to the government earlier to move well up on 

PK - 1 

their list of priorities. But the ~.inister of Intergovernmental 

Affairs decided that he would twist that out of all proportion, 

Sir, and I just want to clarify that and leave his foolish 

statel'l<>.nts on the puhlic record. And I would like for the minister 

to get back in his seat and tell us about that commitment from 

the Government of Canada in connection with Rose Blanche. 

~m. EVANS: --- --- ~I. Chairman, in regards to the remark that I made 

earlier, and "1hich has been disnuted through lack of knowledge by 

the ?femher fr~m Bell Island, I would like for it to go on record 

rPre and now by statinp; that when the election was on last year, 

the federal election, the Honourable Mr. Jamieson got on the radio 

in Grand Bank, he made that statement, and he also sent out 

letters to the people of Rose Rlanche telling them. that that was 

"federal 1>ro:iect, a pilot project, an eX1>erimental project in 

other vords,which would he financed entirely hy the federal 

r.nv<'rnment in flttawa. 

SO- •r. HON. ''ff.1-ffiER: Oh, oh! -- ·---

. I''. '.ff,~QV: How did the Province get sucked into this? 

A"i r nN . ME'f!lr.R: Carried! Carried! ------ ----
'·fR. CHAIRMAN: -------- Shall Clause 1 carry? 

~!T-'. 1'.ARLF.: ------ Hr. Chairman, just one moment, please! That is 

a long, long away from t 1te subject of this hill. I do not kno"t-• 

,,,,:it all this debate iR about when you are trying to approve the 

p.uarantees and loans given last year. But there have been a 

number of statements made which must be corrected. First of all 

t! ,e t'r•mrer for St. Barbe North made an astounding confession that 

11c• c1<,es not know the priorities of his own district. 

Oh, 011. 

l!R. I·:MlLf · Ile was not alone in that ---------
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MR, F. ROWE: 

MR. CROSBIE: 

On a point of order, Hr. Chairman. 

He is afraid. 

MR. F. ROWE: I did not state at any time or give any indication 

that I did not know the priorities of the district. As a matter of 

fact I stated quite clearly what the priorities were, and that was 

to supply water to these communities that do not have water. And 

I have no intention of listing off on a priority list communities 

that need water ,,,hen they all need water. 

MR. BARRY: The memher has refused to list them, so retract. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman -

MR. CHAIRMAN: I believe this noint of order is basically a 

matter of dispute as to facts, interpretation of statements. It is 

not really a point of order, but the honourahle rnemher has made 

his point. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, may I speak to this microphone, my 

microphone is not working. No, the hon. member would not give the 

department information which is tantamount to the same thing as 

admitting that he did not know. 

MR. ROWE: It is no such thing! 

"MR.~: But each member in this }louse was asked to give the 

water and sewer priorities for his district. In my m-m case, 

for instance, I had no hesitation whatsoever in the district of 

Fortune Bay in lising what I thought were the top priorities. 

Because if anybody knows the needs of his district most certainly 

it should be a member. 

For instance in Fortune Bay the first project I started was 

in a settlement ,,,hich voted about eight-five per cent against me 

in the last election, where there are other settlements that voted 

almost a hundred per cent for me that still need water and sewerage. 

But the needs of this particular settlement were, in my opinion, far 

greater than some of the other settlements. So we make the need a 

paramount consideration, and take the needs first, This is where 

this government fs trying to set proper priorities in doing the job 

'-,here it is needed most. That is just one example. 
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Another point which the ~noui-able Member for St. Barbe 

'lclTth marle ~•hich is extremely foolish, he was trying to cOJlll)are 

thn estimates of what was being spent for paving th;i.s year, and 

said that it was only $200,000 more than last year, and therefore 

th<> n0/40 formula was really fal'Se because it did not indicate 

any ~reat additional exr.,enditure. Why he does not appear to 

und!"rstand :Is that all of this is done under guarantee. ThP-re is 

no tfay that you can look at the estillllltes and calculate what work. 

will 1,e done on water and sewer or paving this year, because as 

the councils of the various places come to us and ask the government 

to guarantee loans, 'then guarantees are given , And the amount in 

the estimate only indicates what it costs from year to year to 

service these loans. In other words,the paving grant in there i~ 

repayment_s due by the govermnent for work already (Jone over a period 

of years. This does not indicate in any way what is going to be spent 

t:hi s year • I just want to make that point quite clear. 

There t-1as a reference by the Member for Bell Island to try 

and have LIP projects do water and sewer .systems. 
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I think somebody clarified that afterwards, but LIP projects 

generally are labour intensive and are done during the Winter season. 

And some of these which attempted to do water and sewer pro.1ects 

were simply atrocious mistakes because there is no way that you can 

do an efficient water and sewer project in the winter weather in 

this country. And it is a complete waste of money to try to do 

many of these things during the hard Winter weather. The work has 

to be done during the SUIID!ler or during the open working season. 

To try to suggest again 1as he did,that these LIP projects 

should be done in the Sunmier is absolutely contrary to the whole 

way of life of Newfoundland. What are you going to do, take 

people off the lobster fishery, the cod fisherv and so on and 

set them. to work on LIP projects in the smmner? The whole ob.1ect 

of a LIP project is to try to give work during a season when there 

is no work, not to try to take people off active, their usual 

activities and set them. to.work on a LIP project. 

There was also a statement made that Bonavista was a project 

of the previous government. That is not so. This government, I think, 

if I remember rightly,has put something like $3 million into the 

Bonavista water system and there is more to go this year. This 

was only started a year or so ago. 

MR. PECKFORD: This government, all this government. 

MR. KARLE: All this government. The honourable Member for Jlell 

island,referring to Bell Island not having a cent spent on it, during 

the time that I was in the Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

one of the biggest problems we had was Bell Island. Their finances 

from the previous council were in a terrible shape. There was hardly 

a week or a month went by that the council was not in to see us 

to try to get money to keep things afloat. There were hundreds upon 

hundreds of thousands of dollars given to that council on Bell Island 

to try to keep things in some sort of shape until the department could 

examine the real needs of the whole community,which they did. They put 
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in a complete study on that and I understand that there is to be quite 

a job done on the water and sewer system over there. There was anti

~uated water and sewer system,inherited from the company,which was in 

simply deplorable shape. There was no way you can get around to doing 

a proper job on it until you:gave it a proper study,and that has been 

done. In conjunction with the way this government goes about doing 

things it wanted to find out first what had to be done and how it 

should be <lone before it went ahead and wasted a lot of money on an 

old system which would be just a complete mess. But in spite of that 

there were hundreds of thousands of dollars given to the council to 

keep them afloat while we were trying to look at this situation over 

there and make some sense of it. 

>!JL MURPHY: That is over the past couple of years, notwithstanding 

what the member said that we did not spend any money:;> 

NR. F.ARLE: Yes, of course. 

HR. '11JRPHY: Ah, he is just trying to deceive the 

House! 

~'R. EARLE: And also the Member for Bell Island - I am not sure - I 

think he referred to money coming from Ottawa. For a period of twelve 

or eighteen months we were desperately trying to get Ottawa to come in 

on many of these projects, ' just to name one very large one, Grand Falls 

where the original water system, the source of water was laid out by 

DREE. This was paid for by DREE. It is somewhere near Bishop Falls. 

There is the need of a large trunk line from Bishop Falls up to Grand 

Falls to give them a complete net· water system. 

MR. PECKFORD: Northern Arm. 

MR. EARLE: I think it is for eighteen months we have been trying to 

get Ottawa to come in on this as a project which could be done under 

DREE because in our opinion that area, as a highly labour intensified 

area, qualifies under the DREE criteria. But so far we have not been 

successful in p.etting them to do it. Consequently this Provincial 

r:overnment, unless Ottawa comes to the rescue, will have to spend 

;,3 ~illion or $4 million at least on the Grand Falls water system, 

'111 of which,as we sec it at present, will have to be provincial money. 
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Ottawa has simply taken the attitude,as the Minister of Intergovernmental 

Affairs said,that these water and sewer projects, municipal projects 

do not fit within the criteria laid down by DREE. But fortunately, 

and we are very greatful for it,that in the case of St. Jolm's they 

have come through with very substantial assistance. I hope that they 

are now beginning to see the light and that Conception Bay South 

and many of the other large and very costly projects will be 

helpfully financed by DREE. But it has been an uphill battle. It 

has been practically a two year battle to try to get Ottawa to see 

the light and at last there is some assistance coming in that 

direction. 

I hope therefore that these estimates which only indicate 

what has been done last year will be passed without further cOl!IIDent. 

HR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the minister in his remarks, Sir. made 

reference to the Bell Island Town Council and then there was an 

interjection by the Minister of Social Services,something to the 

effect that I deceived the House or I was deceiving the House and 

the minister is nodding his - he is saying yes, that he did say that. 

We111 Sir, that of course is 1D1parliamentary. Probably Your Honour 

did not hear the statement. But just to set the record straight, Sir, 

and I do not want to stand on a point of order and have the Minister 

of Social Services apologize to the Rouse 
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as he so often had to do, But I will repeat what I said again and if 

the Ministers of Social Services and Finance will just perk up their 

ears, just listen to what I have to say. I add not a red cent of 

provincial money had been put into Bell Island to expand water and 

se,i'eraj!;e in the last three years and I stand by that statement, Sir. 

There has been s<1111e LIP money put in there~! said.to expend water 

lines. The minister is confused, mixed up. He said that they had 

to put l!IOney in there to keep the town council afloat. That is true. 

Just the saae as it is true of just about f!Very municipality in 

Newfoundland. Bell Island is no exception. 

MR. MURPHY: What did they use it on? 

MR. NEARY: I beg ynur pardon? 

~1R. MURPHY: What did they use it on? 

NR. NEARY: They used it to maintain essential services, garbage 

collection, street lights, buying new equipment. 

Ml. MIJIPBY: 

?'P.. MEARY: 

~- MURPHY: 

'Water and sewerage were not essential? 

I beg your pardon? 

Water and sewerage were not essential? 

nR. NEARY: Not extending water and sewerage. They did not use -

they used it to pay their light bill and maintenance but they did not 

use it, Sir, to expand their water and sewerage and that is precisely 

the statement that I made and I stand by it. The reason that they have 

not done - the minister talked about a study being made and they 

believed in planning and all this sort of thing. Well, Sir, has the 

study being going on on Bell Island for three years? 

HR. EARL-E: You have got to prepare and pass legislation. 

MR. NF.ARY: Do they not have the information in their hands that they 

reoujre? ls it going to change the situation? Is the minister implying 

that they are going to have to up their taxes on Bell Island, they are 

goinr, to have to h:ting•in a property tax? Is that what the minister 

:!.,a ,;aying? The source of income, revenue on Bell Island is limited, 

the same as it is in, I suppose, the same as it is in a good many more 
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municipalities in Newfoundland. There is no employment, no industry 

on Bell Island. The council will have to he helped out financially 

for a good many years to come unless we can discover through some 

miracle an industry for Bell Island. But I stand by my, I stand 

by my statement, Sir, and the Minister of Social Services should 

be ashamed of himself. 

MR. MURPHY: No, I am not ashamed of myself , You implied there was no 

money spent on Bell Island. 

MR. NEARY: No, Sirl The former administration poured hundreds of 

thousands of dollars into Bell Island to keep it afloat for the same 

reason the minister gave, But we at the same time, we put in water 

and sewerage over there at the same time. There is where the 

difference is in the former administration and this administration , 

All they are doing is keeping the municipality afloat and not putting 

1n any new water and sewer lines over there. There is the difference. 

On motion Clauses (1) and (2), carried. 

On motion preamble carried. 

On•uotion title carried. 

On motion Bill and Resolution without amendment, carried. 

On motion that the Committee rise, report having passed Bill 

No, 22 without amendment, and ask leave to sit again, l"'r. Speaker 

returned to the Chair. 

MR. CHAIBMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Co111111ittee of the Whole have con-

sidered the matters to them referred and have directed me to report 

having passed a certain resolution as well as bill number (22) which 

is to give effect to the same and ask leave to sit again. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chairman of the Committee of the Whole reports 

that they have considered the matters to them referred and report 

having passed a certain resolution and recommends that bill number 

(22) be introduced to give effect to same. 

On motion report received and adopted. 
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On motion a bill, •·An Act Further To Amend The Local Authority 

Guarantee Act, 1957, •· read a first time and second time, ordered 

referred to a COlllldttee of the Whole now by leave, carri•d. 

On motion-that the House resolve itself into ec-1.tt.ee of 

The Whole on the said bill, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

A bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Local Authority Guarantee 

Act., 11157." 

Motion that. the COIIDlittee reported having passed the bill 

without amendment, carried. 

A hill, "An Act Further To Amend The Workmen's Compensation Act". 

~tot.ion that the Coarltt.ee reported having passed the bill 

t•Tithout amendment., carried. 

A bill, "An Act. To Amend The Newfoundland Teacher (Collective 

Bargaining) Act., 1973. 

~t.ion that. the COlllldttee reported having passed the bill 

without amendment, carried. 

A·bill, "An Act Respecting A Plan Of Legal Aid For The Province". 
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MR. CROSBIE: I aove that all Clauses up to 68 carry and then 

in Clauae 69 there is a change. 

MR. IIIF.ARY: 

irrelevant. 

Ve do not care what you do with that. It is coapletely 

Ml. CBAIRMAR (Kr. Ayl-rdl: Ia it agreed that Clause 1 to Clause 68 

carry? Carried. 

MR. CROSBIE: In Clause 69 0 : Mr. Chairau., in the second last line 

of that Clause after the vord • forthwith'• the vords 1 1ll)point and' 

then after the vord ' instruct'• the word 'a' so it reads, 'forthwith 

instruct, appoint and a c-1.ttee' Take out the word, disciplinary. 

On -,tion Clause 69 as -ded, carried. 

On _,tion Clause 69 through to Clause 73 carried. 

Motion that the comaittee report having passed the 

bill vith -ndaent, carried. 

On -,tion that the caa.ittee rise and report progress 

-d ult leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

llll. CBAIRlfAJI (Mr. Aylward) : Kr. Speaker• the Cmaittee of the Whole 

reports having pused Bill No. 22, 80 and 44 without --claent and 

Bill llo. 42 with s- aaenclaent. 

Nil. SPIADR: The Chairaan of the C-ittee of the Whole report• that 

they have considered the aattera to thm referred and report having 

paBBed Bill Noa. 22, 44 and 80 without •endaent and Bill No. 42 with 

•enclaent and ult leave to sit again. 

On aotion report received and adopted. 

On -,tion bills read a third tiae nov by leave. 

6n _,tion a bill, "An Act Further To .Aaend The Local 

.Authority Guarantee Act, 1957," read a third t:llle, ordered passed 

and title be as on the Order Paper. 

On aotion a bili • "An Act Further To .Aaend The Workmen 1 
• 

Coapensation Act," read a third tflle, ordered passed and title be as 

on the Order Paper." 

On aotion a bill, "An Act l'o .Aaend The Rewfo-dland 

Teacher (Collective Bargaining) Act, 1973': read a third tiae, ordered 

passed and title be as on the Order Paper. 
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Bill No. 42. there vas an •endllent I think. 

On motion -enments read a first and second t:ble. 

On motiun bill ordered read a th:lrd t:ble - by leave. 

On W>tion a bill. "An Act llespect:lllg A Plan Of Legal 

Ald For The Province," read a third tiae, ordered passed and title 

be as on the Order Paper. 

MR. CROSBIE: Bill No. 66. 

Motion second reading of a bill, "An Act To 

Al!N!lld The Regulation Of Mines Act.." 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker. this is a bill, Sir, that I -

AN RON. MEMBER: Is the •inister going to introduce the bill? 

MR, NEARY: Well the minister did not get up so I -

SOHE HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

HR. NEARY: Does the ainister want to introduce the bill? 

MR. SPEAKER: I recognize the Bon. Heaber for Bell Island. 

MR. NEAJlY: Well, Mr. Speaker• I pre1nae if I take •Y seat DOW 

r vill have spoken in this debate so I do not have any choice but to 

carry on . 

HR . ROBER.TS ~ Unless you vant to yield bv leave to speak again, 

MR. NEARY: All right, Sir. I - satisfied, 

MR. SPF.AXER: The Hon. Member for Bell Island has leave to speak again. 

The Hon. Minister of Hines and Energy. 

AN HON. HEH.BER: It was very generous of you. 

MR. BARRY: Mr, Speaker, I voiald like to eii;tend ay sincere 
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appreciation of the honourable member's generosity and graciousness 

as exhibited here this afternoon. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a significant hill. It involves a 

broadening of the meaning of the word 'mine', first of all when 

used as a noun, and secondly when used as a verb. Now, Mr. Speaker, 

one would not at first glance consider that to be of any particular 

significance, but when we consider the earlier discussion that ,,ent 

on with respect to the Amendment of the Workmen's Compensation Act, 

and when we realized that the broadening of the definition of 'mine' 

will enable the Mine Safety Division of the Department of Mines and 

Energy to take a broader responsibility for investigating working 

conditions in mine related facilities, and two that specifically 

come to mine that the department will have authority over following 

the enactment to this legislation would be the ERCO plant and the 

North Star Cement Plant, not that I particularly look forward to 

having any jurisdiction in connection with the ERCO plant, Mr. Speaker. 

But it is an area where our examination of the responsibilities of 

various departments, the Department of Mines and Energy, the Department 

of Health, the Department of Manpower as carried on through the 

Workmen's Compensation Board, indicated that there were certain gaps 

in the inspection services of government. And this act is designed 

to eliminate these gaps that were discovered to ensure that there 

is a specific responsibility in the Department of Mines and Energy to 

monitor the working conditions, specifically the dust levels, the 

gas quantities in the atmosphere and so on, to ensure, ~tr. Speaker, 

that as far as possible potential occupational hazards can be removed 

before matters get to the stage where employees have to rely on the 

Workmen's Compensation Board. 

So really, Mr. Speaker, this is an area where government is 

taking steps on two fronts. We are moving ahead. There has been 

signi.ficant progress made. There is a lot still to be done, but 

we are moving ahead in areas of prevention,, to prevent occupational 

or industrial disease. On the other hand, Hr. Speaker, we are attemptinp, 
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to improve the compensation levels of the Workmen's Compensation 

Hoard for the unfortunate cases where industrial disease is 

encountered by employees within the Province. 

Now, ~rr. Speaker, this is a very serious matter. It is a 

matter that has not had adequate attention paid to it, not only in 

our Province but in North America generally, the matter of 

i.ndui<trial disease. We have had a disaster brought to our attention 

with resnect to the St. Lawrence Mines, and let us hope that we 

never experience that type of situation in our Province again. But 

all across North America and all around the world every month or so 

ther~ are reports of thjs type of discovery being made. For example, 

only a few months ar,o you might have recalled seeing where a 

considerable number of workmen were developing cancer because of 

workinp; in a plant where the emission of vinyl chloride gas 

eventually was determined to be causing cancer in these employees. 

Pe !•ave seen recently with respect to the Province of Quebec problems 

in the ashestoes mines in that Province. We see in just about every 

Province, Mr. Speaker, ours included,areas of potential concern where 

unles~ we keep a proper lookout, unless we keep proper government 

supervision, the health of our Newfoundland employees may be jeopardized. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this bill, the principle of the bill is 
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to extend the definition of'm:lne' so as to broaden the authority of 

the m:lnes inspection branch of the department. I might add in 

passing that in addition to this reviey of the responsibilities 

of the various departments which we carried out and the 

allegating of specific responsibilities for inspections and 

supervising lllOnitoring working conditions, there have been a 

number of other positive steps taken in the area of - to prevent 

industrial disease and occupational hazards. One of the areas 

where we first discovered there were problems was that there was 

no central registry for miners'x-rays. ffe had miners in various 

mines being required to have annual x-rays taken and they go to 

their doctors. The x-rays would be taken and that might be the 

last anybody ever heard of them except the doctor and sometimes 

the patient again, not always the proper conmunication with the 

patient. And if the worker moved to another mine his plates did 

not follow him. 

MR. MORPHY: You would make a central one out of that. 

MR. BARRY: So now we have it organized, Kr. Speaker, so that 

PJl - l 

there is a central government registry for miners x-rays and there 

is a doctor assigned the responsibility in the departuient of Health 

for analyzing these x-rays as they come into the department. We 

hope to have better follow-up, better supervision to catch potential 

hazards before they occnr, Hr. Speaker, or before the industrial 

disease is carried to the stage where it is quite serious, to catch 

it before it reaches that stage. 

Here is an area where we hope that we may have been successful, 

in the case of the Iron Ore Company of Canada,in getting a fairly early 

warning there and :lmnediate steps were taken to reduce the dust 

levels and we hope that this has nipped that problem in the bud. 

There are, as the honourable Member for Bell Island mentioned earlier 

today, there have been eleven cases of silicosis confinied and these 

employees are people who can still work but have had to be •oved to 

non-dust-related areas, areas where they are not taking in dust in 
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their lungs. And in some cases this has meant a reduction in pay for 

these employees and they have to make claims to the Workmen's Com

pensation Board. They have some complaints about the method of 

-processing the Workmen's Compensation Board and this is an area 

where we hope to help them bring along their claim as quickly as 

possible. 

There are fourteen other cases,in addition to the eleven 

that have heen confirmed by biopsy, there are fourteen others that 

appear to indicate early silicosis by ~-rays but biopsies have not 

1'een necessary. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we hope that by taking early action we will 

prevent any increase in the number of cases at the I.O.C. plant and 

it is unfortunate that this number has occurred. Another area, Mr. 

SpeaY-er, where we think a positive step has been taken with respect 

to industrial health in relating to this is that we now require that 

what they call a pulmonary function test he taken annually in addition 

to the chest x-ray. This will measure the hreathing capacity,basically, 

of the miner. The first test will not be all that useful in that it 

merely P,ives the standard,but then as years go by you have something 

to compare against and you can determine whether the breathing 

canacitv of the miner is being affected. 

Now, of course, there are other areas where the miner can be 

affected apart from problems that occurred in his job. For ex11111ple, if he 

is an excessive smoker, or if he has other health problems there are 

other reasons that could lead to deterioration in breathing capacity. 

nut this pulmot1ary function test has been indicated as a useful tool 

for monitoring the health of workmen and it is one that we have dec.ided 

to implement in conjunction with the Department of Health. 

Another very significant step, Mr. Speaker, that has been taken 

to improve the situation with resnect to occupational health in this, 

Province is the approval of the position of Director of Occupational 

Health in the Department of Health. This is a position that has not 

vet been filled but is being advertised for. We understand there are 

some rroblems in getting an appropriate individual to fill it. But 
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•ine safety inspectors and technicillDS for the actual on-site 

aonitoring and insl)ecting of working conditions. Mr. Speaker• these 

are a fev brief areas in addition to this present bill vbere steps 

have been taken to try and i,revent the occurrence of industrial disease, 

and I vould ask. all aeabera of this honourable Bouse to lend their 

support to the present bill. 

MR. SPFAKER.: The Boo. Keaber for Bell Island. 

MR.. REARY: Mr. Speak.er• I personally approve of . this bill, and 

I a sure that I speak. on behalf of ay colleagues on the opposite 

side of the Bouse. Sir. in endorsing this peucfwent to the regulations 

of Mines Act. It is a very, very iaportant piece of legislation, Sir. 

It is a very valuable piece of legislation and the moister told -

briefly soae of the things that have happened in connection vith 

health hazards on soae of these projects, llining projects in the 

Province. 

Mr. Speaker, I aa still not convinced whether it is 

proper or whether it is aore efficient to share the raaponaibility, 

to have the responsibility for enforcing regulations and checking 

on these health hazards if it is a good thing to share the responsibility 

with a couple of other departaents of government. I believe it would 

be more effective. Sir, if the whole operation was placed under one 

depart111ent. placed under the Department of Mines and Energy. With 

all due respect to my learned friend. the Minister of Bealth,and 

the Minister of Manpower, Sir, all three departments share the responsibility 

of enforcing and checking on these health hazards. I believe the 

time has come, Sir, with all the disclosures that we have had over the 

past couple of years, the time has come to put all these functions 

in connection with health hazards, pollution, occupational diseases and 

so forth should be all put under one department, whether it is under 

the Workmen's Compensation Board - I think it would be more appropriate 

to put it under the Minister of Mines and Energy because these hazards 

apparently show up more so in • ines and plants that are connected or rela~ed 
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to the • ining ind11&try than any other kind of ind11Stry. 'But 1 really 

believe. Sir, that the time has c0111e to put it under one roof, under 

one head so that one minister can direct the whole operation and not 

have to go so to speak on bended knees to his colleague, the Minister of 

Health when he wants to get some infol'llation or give directions or get 

so• ething done, to the Miniater of Health who will pass the information 

down the line to hia director or the Minister of Manpower who will 

have to pass it on to Workmen 'a Coapensationv 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. IIBAllY: 

on his staff. 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR, REARY: 

He would have to put hilll on the staff of the department. 

Put hi• on the staff, why not? The • inister baa a lawyer 

llo, 1 just wanted to know what you were talking about . 

The • inister has legal counsel on his staff, a special 

adviser to the sinister. Why not have special advisers who are doctors · 

who are ezperts in this fiell? I throw that suggestion out for the 

• inister because I think it is one worth considering in the future. 1 

- utreaely pleased, Sir, I - delighted to hear of the progress that 

has been -de. This has been a field that· has been neglected for too 

long, and I - glacl nav that soaething is being done about it ,being 

frca a aining co• IIUl1ity myself. I know, Sir, what can happen to people's 

health. I have seen • inera health deteriorate. And as I indicated 

earlier today• the X-rays did not show up anything. It was iJlpossible 

to detect whether or not the ainer had silicosis, But I a convinced 

in 111 aind that they did. I reaeaber when 1 vas a young fellow • yself 

going to school on Bell I • land I vu a chronic astbaatic. 
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N1?.ht after night, after night, Sir, and this is an absolute fact, 

I could not breathe, I had to sit up in a chair. There were times 

I thought I was going to pass away. And every time I left 

Bell Island, Mr. Speaker, went off the Island it cleared up. I 

went back to Bell Island and got this chest condition again. 

And Jam convinced myself it had something to do:with the dust on 

the Island at the time, and the dust from the stockpiles and from 

the roads. twas not the only one. There, was probably 1110re chest 

conditions on Bell Islan<l per capita than in any other colllllUnity in 

Newfoundland, although asthma and bronchitis is fairly prevalent 

throughout Netnoundland, maybe it is caused by the damp, cold climate 

•1P have hut I sa,;, more on Bell Island, I think, than in any other 

connnunity. And I am convinced that it has some relationship to 

the mining operation, the dust that was being created, not only 

underground, you know, the dust on the surface from the stockpiles 

and esneciallv when it was windy. 

In the Wintertime the snow was red with iron ore dust. And 

could vou imagine that p,oing down into your lungs day in and day 

out, and there was not a thinp.; we could do about it. Because, Mr. 

Sneaker, companies, bip, corporations which have their head offices 

sometimes in Montreal and down in Pittsburgh could not care less about 

the conditions under which their emnloyees have to work. It is like 

heating your head on a stone wall to try to get them to deal with the 

dust conditions in the plants and in the mills and in the mines. All 

they are interested in is making money and getting their production 

un. And they could not care less in a lot of cases, in most cases 

ahout el'lnJovees. 

~nd, you know, the kind of disease that we are talking about, 

''r. ""nPal·er, :Is not the kind of dii,e,:,se that develops overnight. 

Tt talces years sometimes before a person goes down with silicosis, 

vpar,s and vears, twenty-five, thirty years inhaling these fumes 
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and dust down in your lungs, and all of a sudden the t:1.ssues of vour 

lungs break dofm, the inside of your lung is as hard as that uood 

there, ~aked. The dust is baked on to your lunr,s. The minister 

knows what I am talking about. And I have se.en individuals lUe 

pushing one hreath after another, I have seen them down, as the 

Premier did when he went to St. Lawrence, he l)rohahly saw the same 

gentleman in the hospital there that I did, ,,,ho died shortly Rfter, 

l)Ushing one breath after the other. You would look at the man 

and you would say that he was a tower of strength. You would not 

say there was a thing in the world wrong with him. And when I left 

the bedside of that gentleman in St. Lawrence I went out and nr. 

Hollywood informed me that the gentleman may have a month or two,and 

I kept inquiring about the gentleman and shortly after he did pass 

away. It is hard to detect that sort of thing, that sort of disease. 

It creep9 up on you, and you have to continuously watch it. 

And the minister, you know, in his introductory remarks told 

us of some of the progress that has been made, and I am pleased about 

that. But I would like to have the assurance, the complete assurance 

that we will watch over this situation night and day in this Province 

because we have a lot of mining industries now, Sir, that are very 

hazardous. The occupational hazard is extremely high. We have 

heard some shocking disclosures in the last f~1 weeks. One of these 

days I am - I hate to be an alarmist, Sir - but Tam very concerned 

about Baie Verte, and asbestosis. 

Over in our sister Province of Quebec they just 
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,liscovered only a fet~ months ago that asbestosis was fairly prevalent 

among the miners that were world.ng in -

~- BARRY: Sixty per cent. 

'-".R. NEARY: Sixty per cent,the minister tells me. I did not realize 

1.t was that high. Would shock you out of your shoes, Sir! Would 

frighten you to death! And I am concerned about Baie Verte that one 

of these days we will -i-rake up some morning and discover that we have 

another St. Lawrence on our hands. I am not trying to create alarm 

but I am trying to impress upon government to keep a continuous watch 

over thls·-·situation night and day. We do not want a repeat, as the minister 

sa1.d,of what happened in the c011111unity of St. Lawrence where you have 

~ore widows and more orphans per capita, I suppose, than any other 

community in Newfoundland. We do not want that:to happen in Labrador 

City and Buchans and Long Harbour and Baie Verte. But, Sir, I would 

like to see a little closer watch being kept on the Baie Verte situation 

and I have no particular reason for saying that. I do not want to 

see history repeat itself. Sir, as far as Long Harbour is concerned, 

WP have about, I think ve have five or six real hot spots in New-

foundland as far as environmental industrial hazards, occupational 

hazards are concerned, health hazards. We have Buchana. We have 

Labrador City and Wabush. We have Long Harbour, the ERCO phosphorus 

plant. We have Baie Verte. And where is the other one? There is 

one other one. Where is the other one? Labrador City. 

MR. llARRY: St. Lawrence. 

MR.NEARY: St. Lawrence, yes. I thank the minister; .St. Lawrence. 

There are five real hot spots. But I think myself, Sir, the worst 

one of al11 and I know the Premier is going to look at me and say, 

"Oh! No, no, no. My God! Do not say that!" I think the worst 

one of all is the phosphorus plant at Long Harbour. I really do, 

Sir. I really do. You know, Mr. Speaker, somewhere along the line, 

somewhere I saw a report and I have a feeling that that report was 

~upressed and I have been desperately, I do not mind making a con

f,-ssion to this honourable House, that I hav.e been trying to find 

that report for two years now. It was a report that was done by 
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a doctor that worked for the Ontario Government, came in here one time 

on his vacation and was asked to do some research,to make a study of 

the phosphorus plant at Long Harbour. I remember that ·was a controversy 

dei:eloped of whether or not that particular gentleman, that expert 

could be paid by the Newfoundland Government while he was on the 

staff of the Department of Mines in Ontario. I believe he was 

eventually paid. But anyway,he produced a report. I never got my 

hands on that report but I vaguely remember either somebody quoting 

a paragraph from the report,or I glanced at a paragraph in it myself. 

I am not quite sure. It is so long ago. It is back in 1970 or 1~71. 

But for some reason or other,and I do not even know if the report 

was done for the government or not,but it was done,and that report 

SOJDebow or other was supressed. The part that I am refe=ing to, 

Sir, that startled me, that shook me right out of my shoes tras the 

fact that this gentleman, this expert from Ontario said that the whole 

population of Long Harbour should be relocated at as early a date as 

possible. 

I have nothing to back that up, Sir, nothing to back it up. 

MR. MURPHY: That report was in the House of Assembly when the 

bill was brought forward - from England the same thing happened. 

MR. NEARY: Vas the report - no - the report I am talking about, 

was it in the House? 

MR. MURPHY: Well, this company was turned out of this part of 

England because of the -

MR. NEARY: And they relocated the whole population'~ Thev had to'? 

MR. MURPHY: They were just turned out. 

:HR. NEARY: I move the adjournment of the debate, Jofr. -

MR. SPEAKER: It is noted that the honourable Member for Bell Island 

has adjourned the debate. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I move that the remaining Orders o~ the 

Day do stand deferred and that the House at its rising do adjourn 

Wltil eleven of the clock tomo=ov, JW1e 17. 

On motion that the House at its rising adjourn until tomorroP, 

Tuesday, June 17, 1975 at 11:00 a.m. 
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Query as to the reply made by the Premier to a letter dated 
June 9 fr011 the Federation of Municipalities. Mr. Roberts, 
Prellier Moores. 

Query as to whether the Premier could indicate government 
will accede to the Federation's request that the House at 
this session debate the approach of the Public Utilities 
Board with respect to the renewed applications from the 
phone and light c011panies for increases. Mr. Roberts, 
Preaier Moores. 

Query as to whether the Premier is willing to aeet vith 
the Federation. Hr. Roberts, Premier Moores. 

Integration of the Bell Island ferry system as part of the 
Provincial highway network. Hr. Neary, Preaier Moores. 

Government policy on providing social assistance to people 
on. strike, or who refuse to cross picket lines, to miners 
locked out at the St. Lawrence fluorspar mines, and whether 
there have been any changes in this policy. Mr. Neary. 
Hr. Murphy. 

Governaen.t actlon to reduce the high inventories of potatoes 
stored by :Newfoundland farmers. Kr. Neary, Preaier Moores. 

Dust pollution caused by wood chips stored near the Price 
(Rfld.) a:f.11 in Grand Falls. Hr. Suumns, Hr. Doe. 

Orders of the Day 

The folloving bills were read a first tiae, ordered read a 
second tiae on toaorrov: 

"An Act To Provide For The :Reversion To The Province Of 
Certain HJneral Lands In Labrador;" (Bill llo,86) 

"An Act Further To Aaend The Memorial 'Oniftrsity Act." 
(Bill No.87) 

Second reading of Bill Ho. 80, "An Act Further To Aaend 
The Teacher (Collective Bargaining) Act, 1973." 

Hr. Ottenhehaer 
Hr. F.B.Bove 
Hr. Murphy 
Hr. Otteaheiaer 

On -,tlon, bill read a second tiae, ordered referred to 
a eo..i.ttee of the Whole Bouse presently by leave. 

Second readi.ng of Bill Ho. 44 • "An Act Further To .Aaend 
The Wor .. en.'s Ccapensation Act." 

Hr. Maynard 
Hr. Beary 

The Hause rose at 1:00 p.a. 

The reaaaed at 3: 00 p .m. 

Second reading of Bill Ho. 44 (continued) 

Hr. Aylward 
Mr. Maynard 

On -,tion, bill read a second time, ordered referred to 
a C~ttee of the Whole Bouse presently by leave. 
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Orders of the Day (co11tinued) 

Collllllittee of the Whole. Bill No. 22, "An Act Further To 
Amend The Local Au.thority Guarantee Act, 1957," and the 
Resolution, "That it is expedient to bring in a measure 
further to amend "The Local Authority Guarantee Act, 1957," 
The Act No. 7 of 1957, to provide for the advance of loans 
to and the guarantee of the repayment of bonds or debentures 
issued by or loans advanced to certa.in local Authorities. " 

Mr. Earle 
Mr. Baberts 
Mr. Earle 
Mr. Rove 
Mr. Neary 
Mr. Cros1>:i.e 
Mr. Evus 
Mr. Neary 
Mr. Evans 
Hr. Earle 
Mr. Neary 

On motiQD, Bill Ho. 22 and the ResoluUon carried 
without eeDdlllent. 

On 110tion, second reading of 11111 No. 66, "An Act To Amend 
The Regulation Of Mines Act." 

Adjourm.ent 

Hr. Barry 
Mr. Neary 

Page 

6829 

6830 
6830 
6844 
6848 
6856 
6871 
6877 
6880 
6885 
6885 
6890 

6892 

6895 

6895 
6901 

6906 


