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The House met at 3:00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please~ Order, please! 

PRESENTING PETITIONS: 

MR. SPEAKER: ------- The honourable Member for Fogo. 

CAPT. EARL W. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a petition 

RH - 1 

on behalf of the Carmanville Local Educational Committee. I might 

add, Mr. Speaker, and give a little background that that Committee 

consists of the voters from Davidsville, Carmanville, Frederickton, 

Noggin Cove, Aspen Cove and Ladle Cove. The prayer of the petition 

is that : whereas the schools of Carmanville school system are in a 

much less desirable condition,and whereas there is need for new 

school buildings in this system,and whereas the Board of Education 

is unable to supply these needs because of insufficient fj_nancinr 

for operational and capital expenditure, ue the undersigned request 

the Provincial Government to see that e.ither the Provincial Govern

ment separately or in co-operation with the Federal Government 

provide the Terra Nova Integrated School Board the necessary finances 

to provide the operational and capital expenditure for Carmanville 

achoo! system required by the accompanying brief.I understand, J1r. 

Speaker, that the honourable Minister of Education was presented 

with a brief a co11ple of days ago and I may refer to one or two 

paragraphs of that brief. 

It reads, "The children are our most important resource. It 

is these people who will be the decision makers of the twenty-first 

century. That century will be a more complex and fragmented society 

than thiA world has ever witnessed. Children are the most vulnerable 

and pliable creatures in existence. As such it is the responsibility 

of the older section of society to see that our young people receive 

the best possible educational enviroTIJ11ent in order th11t we nurture 

a more human and just society. Again, in the twenty-first century 

humanism may be as important, if not more important than technical 
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~- Speaker, the recommen<lations are that the government of 

lle'l\'foundland.and Labrador either of its ovn accord or tbrough agreement 

with the Federal Government ta1ce immediate steps to see that necessary 

funds to implement immediately the capital structure ·required J>y 

already erl.sting pl.ans for the Can!anville school aystem. 

!n supporting this petition, Mr. Speaker, I have visited many 

of the schools in the Carmanville schoo.l f'ystem and I find one or· 

~ and perhaps three to be verv old buildings, wooden buildings 

and they lack the facilities which the children of the day so ffil 

d:e!;lerve. ~- S1ieaker, if we do not build ari.d provide s _ound bodies 
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as well as sound mind then I am afraid we are heading for a very weak 

society in the future. ~r. Speaker, I wholeheartedly support this 

petition and ask that it be laid on the table of the House and 

referred to the department to which it relates. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Burgeo. 

MR. A. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to introduce a petition 

,mich was handed to me by the local improvement district of Isle 

aux Morts. I will read the petition. "We, the undersip.ned, being 

bona fide residents of Isle aux Morts rlo s trongly protest anv attem11t 

to send our high school students out of Isle aux Morts. Ile herebv 

state that we are determined not to do so. Our reasons are obvious. 

By the Fall of 1976 we should, allowing for dropouts, have from 150 

to 170 pupils from grade seven to grade eleven. We consider moving 

that number of children is ridiculous as this would be sufficient 

for a high school of our own. Furthermore, anyone who has any regard 

for human life would not even consider letting a child ~e bused 

around Clarkes Cove or Round Pond Hill. It would be a disaster. 

We therefore demand that the school be built on the site selected 

to accommodate the high school students from Bird Islands and Rose 

Blanche and that a high school be constructed at Isle aux Morta 

out of the money saved by the reduction in size to the school 

already planned and by eliminating the need for three or four huses 

from here. No other alternative will be accepted by us." 

That petition is signed by 330 residents of Isle aux ~orts. 

There were thirty-one people who did not sign. So that gives us 

ninety-two per cent. Now in supporting that petition there are 

a few facts that I would like to present. The Department of Highways, 

the western division, the superintendent says in no way could he 

sanction the use of a bus between Isle aux Morts and Bird Islands. 

It is not fit to risk the lives of our children and the people in 

that area know that and they are determined not to. But, of course, 

there is one thing I want to emphasize, that they are in agreement 

with a school being constructed for the people in Bird Islands and 
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Isle aux Morts,or Rose Blanche rather, and tl,e Department of Highways 

has sanctioned the use of that section of road as being a normal road 

for ,,1evfoundland. I would sav that I not on:ly support it but I applaud 

the guts of the people in Isle aux r<orts and everyone who went around 

,·•ith tl1is petition. I think the day is past when someone who is not 

even an elected representative but an appointee to a school 1·oard 

can loo\.-: up and tell the people, you send ycntr children here because 

Pe say so whether it is going to tal<e life or not. Anyone here in 

this House, including myself, who would not .<3upport such a petition 

as this is not fit to sit here. 

}fr. Chairman, I ask that this petition be laid on the table 

of this House and referred to the department to which it relates. 

'.·'R. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Bell Island. 

''R. S. EEARY: Hr. Speaker, at the end of the raember's remarks there, 

S:ir, these were pretty strong words, pretty tough words and I could do 

no less I su11r>ose after that veiled threat and to stand in my place in 

tl,is honourable House, Sir, and support the ryrayer of the petition so 

al·Jv nresented hy my friend from the district of nurr,eo La Poile. 

Fow, Sir, I must say that the !'.emher for Rurgeo LaPoile, Sir, 

""" n0t hentinr, his f!;UIIlS vhen he introduced this netition and I want 

to put raembers' minds at rest, Sir, and say that the me~ber did not 

,ct t11ese molars for half price from the J!C'·nber for Harbour Grace 

nnd he did certainly give us soMethinrr to get our teeth into here 

j n tM s petition, Sir. 11r. Speaker, I Must say that I could not 

really follow the line of reasoning of the petition. There appears 

to he dissention hetween the various corrnnunjties represented by my 

fri<:>ncl. the Member for Burgeo. The people in Isle aux Morts are 

asldng that the school children, thP young children not be bused 

to Bird Islands ~•here the school board, I presume, proposes to build 

the school. I under.stand, ~r. Speaker, that there is another petition 

on the Fay from the people of Bird Islands ,ind Rose Blanche to have 

the school built as originally plannPd and 1-hat the school board proceed 

ir-tth its original plan, 
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MR. NEARY: So we are going to have a situation, I would suggest, in that 

district that developed in my learned friend's District of Placentia 

West, with the people of Parkers Cove and so we can look forward, 

Mr. Speaker, although I support this petition I have no doubt within 

a few days, Sir, that I will be standing in my place in this honourable 

House to support a second petition asking the House to recommend to the 

school board that they proceed with the original plans to build this school 

in Burnt Islands but nevertheless, Sir, it is the people's domocratic 

right to make their feelings known on this matter and that is why, Sir, 

that I support the petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any other petitions? 

HON. G. OTTENHEIMER, MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Mr. Speaker, if I may speak 

on the latter petition, with leave of the House very briefly on the 

former one because the honourable Member for Burgeo-LaPoile was so -

MR. NEARY: You have got to have leave. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Yes, that is what I am asking for leave. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Does the honourable Minister of Education 

have leave to speak in support of the previous petition? Agreed. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Thank you. Thank you. Sir, the honourable Member for 

Burgeo LaPoile rose to his feet with such alacrity that it was difficult 

to, it indeed became impossible to have a few words of comment on the 

petition in the first place presented by the honourable Member from 

Fogo and since I do have leave vary briefly to refer to that first 

petition, as the honourable gentleman stated, I was familiar with the 

contents of the petition. The day before yesterday four or five gentlemen 

from the area were in my office and we had a fairly lengthy conversation 

and indeed I certainly commend those who put together the petition for the 

thoroughness and precision with which they did so, There is quite a detailed 

description, inventory if one wishes, of the educational facilities there, 

Certainly the petition was put together with great care and attention to 

detail, It is to be commended for that. 

I think one of the essential points in that petition is that of, 
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if one wishes, a better rationalization of educational services. 

A number of the buildings in the area, while some are quite old, 

a number of the buildings in that educational area are not 

really very old and not in themselves inadequate. What in fact 

has happened is that during I would say the fourteen, fifteen, 

sixteen year period since the construction of a number of the 

buildinrs, new services and new programmes have become available in 

physical education and science, in art, in music, in these areas and the 

facilities while adequate for, if one wishes to call it the regular, 

but that is the wrong term as well, the traditional or conceived to be 

traditional programmes in education, they certainly are not adequate 

for the new and innovate programmes which are presently available. 

And certainly the spirit of the petition I am very pleased to 

support and I certainly hope that it will be within the financial 

capability of the educational authorities to see that the requests 

of the ladies and gentlemen of the Carmanville area, because it is a fairly 

wide area in which the petition was circulated and by residents of whom 

it was si~ed, I certainly hope that their requests can be met within 

a reasonable future. 

With reference to the petition to which, and it is only by 

leave that I made the reference to the former petition presented by the 

honoura~le Member for Fogo, with reference to the petition so capably 

and melodiously presented by the honourable member for Burgeo-LaPoile, 

this particular petition I have not had the opportunity of seeing as 

I did the former one, so therefore to a large extent I have to refer 

to the very specific and clearly and precisely presented points by the 

honourable member and a brief conversation this morning during which he 

informed me that it was his pleasure and privilege to present a petition this 

afternoon and that one is of a somewhat different nature because whereas 

the former referred to schocl facilities and their improvement, the latter 

is essentially a question of the location of school facilities and certainly 

I shall be looking forward tomorrow or the day after when the petition reaches 

my desk to studying it in detail and certainly to 
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Paying very due attention to the points made. The question of the location 

of particular school facilities is as all honourable gentlemen know frequently 

in areas as a point of contention and various matters come into play, 

matters of education, educational policy, and obviously matters of 

community sentiment as well. Obviously these are important and to he 

borne in mind. So, certainly I look forward to rece:l.ving copies of it 

so that I can study it in detail and I can certainly assure the honourable 

gentleman and members of the House that we will give very serious consideration 

to the points put forward by the residents and citizens in that particular 

area of Burgeo-LaPoile to whom and on behalf of whom the honourable 

gentleman presented his petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Bonavista South. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave of the House to present a petition 

from the fishermen in the Bonavista area who prosecute the crab fishery, 

and also the plant workers who normally work in the crab plant at 

Bonavista. Mr. Speaker, this same petition was forwarded a few days ago 

to the honourable Romeo LeBlanc, the federal Minister of Fisheries in the 

federal government, and basically asking for the s11111e things in the 

prayer of their petition. 

They are asking that because it now appears certain the queen crab 

industry will not operate during the 1975 season unless financial help 

from government is forthcoming, they are asking that some sort of 

assistance, financial assistance be channeled into the industry to enable 

the fishermen 1 number one, to go fishing, and,number two,to enable the 

co111111encement of the operations of the plants once more. 

Now, this morning I talked to a number of crab fishermen who 

are part of a committee that is being set up by the Fishermens' Food and 

Allied Workers Union. I understand that they met also with the Hinister 

of Fisheries in the provincial government. I would like to make one 

point in supporting this petition, that because there are approximately 

220 fishermen only in Newfoundland who prosecute the crab fishery, a 

total of fifty-five boats, and because last year, 1974, the total crab 

catch in the Province was 7,500,000 pounds, and because the fishermen 

feel the maximum they can catch this year is 10 million pound!i, f.f the 

governments, federal or provincial or either one or the other put on a 
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suhsi<ly, even of ten cents a pound, it will still only amount to $1 

rni I ]inn total cost of the subsidy. 

T\pcause the federal government has already put in $50 million 

IB-2 

in the groundfish industry, I feel it would really justify putting in 

~l million or less than $2 million into the crab fishing irdustry. Because 

what it w.eans is according to last year the crab fishing ind11stry directly 

employed 1,200 people working directly in the crab fishing industry, 220 

fishennen and the rest were plant workers. There were more than 1,200 

people who qualified for unemployment insurance benefits last year i~ 

1974 hecause they worked and were employed directly by the crsb fishing 

industry. 

MR. NEARY: Some of them will be working elsewhere. 

MR. ~ORr.AN: So, Mr. Speaker, because the situation now stands thst 

the crab plant owners and operators can only offer up to ten cents maximum 

pPr pound as of two days ago - prior to that it was only six and eight 

cents, now it :l.s eight and ten cents - and because the fishermen who have 

invested substant:1.al invl'stments in their own buying of the crab fishing 

gear, they feel they cannot fish economically this yesr at that price. 

There is no way they can carry on in the fishing industry fishing for 

crab and only getting ten cents per pound maximum. They are asking 

that the provincial and federal governments either combined or the 

provincial government request of the federal level of government to 

put some kind of a subsidy on to subsidize the price being paid to the 

fishermen, not to the owners or the operators or the plant processors 

but to the fishermen so as the reduction in cost will be down for the 

prncessors by means of only having to pay ten cents per pound compared 

to sixteen cents last year, and the fishermen would be getting the 

prices equa1, to what they got last year. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am hoping that the provincial minister will 

receivP this petition in a very serious 'lo,ay and give it his inmtediate 

attention in the hope that if the federal governme~t refuses to put 

on a subsidy to employ 1,200 or more Newfoundlanders this yesr on 

seasonal employment that maybe this government, the provincial government 

will look at the possibility of putting on their subsidy even though it is 

goin8 to cost the taxpayers Sl million. It is going to mean 1,200 or 

more seasonal jobs this year in Newfoundland. So, Mr. Speaker, I beg leave 

that this petition 
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be tabled in the House of Assembly and be referred to the . 

department to which it relates. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of this side of this House 

I certainly support the petition presented by the honourable Member 

for Bonavista South. There is no doubt in anyone's mind 

that the crab fishery is in serious trouble, and if the information 

which I received is correct then it is in the marketing of crab 

And it is also a well known fact too that there is some very 

poor quality of crab trying to seek its way into the market. 

It is interesting, Mr. Speaker, it is only two days 

ago I spoke with one of the crab processors in Conception Bay and 

he told me he had all the crab meat sold, that is the stock which 

he was holding since last Summer or since last year. 

MR. NEARY: In Boston -

CAPT. WINSOR: That is right, in Boston. It is interesting 

too that he has all of this year's production whatever it may be -

MR. NEARY: Sold. 

CAPT. WINSOR: - sold this year. 

MR. NEARY: Sold in advance. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Below 11rice? 

CAPT. WINSOR: No, no, he got a fairly good price for it 

because the quality was very good. 

MR. NEARY: You need Rossie back in Bonavista. 

CAPT. WINSOR: So I think too, Mr. Speaker, if there is a 

subsidy - if there is going to be a subsidy paid that subsidy should 

be paid direct to the fishermen. These are the men who deserve what

ever goes in to that industry in order to get them on their 

feet and get them back to production. 

So, Mr. Speaker -

CAPT. WINSOR: - perhaps the Hon. Minister of Fisheries if 

he supports this petition may be able to enlighten us a little on 

exactly what the marketing -
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MR. NFARY: Rossie knows -

~1\l'T. WINSOR: - situation is for the crab fishery. 

MR. NEA~Y: We have to get Rossie back 1boy1 to look after 

the crab down there. 

'fR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Fisheries. 

HON. J.C. CROSBIE (MINISTER OF FISHERIES): Mr. Speaker, we 

received this petition with a great deal of sympathy. The 

nosition is that the prices for crab products declined severely 

last year because,I suppose,of the amount of crab produced, not 

just in Newfoundland, but in New Brunswick and other areas of 

PK - 2 

the ,-rorld because there was a general softening in CODBIDer 

demand for high priced, more luxury type items such as crab is 

considered to he, and this involved difficulties in marketing the 

production of queen crab in Canada as well as in other areas last 

year and that still carries on into this year. 

Now insofar as the federal government is concerned, so 

far as the queeo crab processors are concerned they say that 

they cannot afford to pay any more than ten cents a pound for crab 

this coming season. We have not audited their books. And whether 

or not that statement is correct or how it applies to each of them 

I do not know. I think if any assistance progranme is entered into 

it will certainly going to have to involve an audit to see exactly 

what the position is and whether or not they can afford to pay more. 

The position of the Government of Canada has been that they 

do not want to announce or make any decision on a deficiency 

programme or deficiency prices to be paid catcher of queen crab 

at the start of the season because they do not want to encourage 

the production of too much queen crab during the current year. In 

other words they do not want to end up the year with all the queen 

crab processors having produced a great volume of queen crab which 

cannot be marketed in the market places of the world, and therefore 

have to enter into another programme to dispose of the queen crab 

throu~h distress sales or through the CIDA or whatever. So the 

federal government has taken the position that they do not at this 

time what to decide whether or not there will be any deficiency 

payment programme in connection with the catching of queen crab. 
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I met today with the President of the Fishermen's Union, 

Mr. Cashin and twelve of the queen crab fishermen of the Province, 

and others and officials of the department to review the situat i on 

as they see it. They have made certain proposals to the Government 

of Canada at Ottawa dealing, they feel, wHh the problems of, the fact 

that :l:t is now quite Hkely th.at we have too many que.en crab fishermen 

If the present level of fishing keeps up we may exhaust the queen 

crab resource 
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very quickly, and all of these other problems. And they have made 

certain suggestions, the Government of Canada at Ottawa, they have 

made certain suggestions to us today. We will be in touch with 

the Department of Fisheries of CBDada to try to arrange a meeting 

with them in the next several days. If we agree with the proposals 

or any variation on them that has been made by the Union of 

Queen Crab Fishermen, we will support them. We are arranging a meeting 

hopefully 'trith the Department of Fisheries at Ottawa to see whether 

they can be persuaded to accept any programme now or not or whether 

they want to continue their present policy. If they are not prepared 

to do anything at this time then we will have to see whether the 

Province itself should undertake any programme. I do not want to 

give the details on what the crab fishermen are themselves suggesting 

at the moment. 

However, they do agree that there are too many fishermen licenced 

at the present time for the queen crab fishery. They want attention given 

and a priority given to the queen crab fishermen who have been in that 

fishery for the longest period of time, who have the biggest investment 

in it, which appears to be very sensible. And so the problem is being 

looked into. 

Now in the Province of New Bnmswick there is a considerable crab 

fishery also. There are plants that are operating, processing plants that 

are operating in New Brunswick and they are paying seventeen cents a 

pound, but they are taking the position they are only going to pay 

seventeen cents a pound to July 1st., and if the Government of Canada 

does not institute a deficiency payment programme on July 1st. they will 

close again themselves. Our own processors, there may be one or two 

exceptions, but most of them have not yet opened and the fishermen are 

not prepared to sell the queen crab they catch for ten cents a pound. 

One could not blame them because last year they were paid sixteen cents 

a pound and we all know that the cost of living and the costs have gone 

up since. 

So the problem is being worked on and we hope that a solution can 
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be found. It is a complex situation but as far as the Province is 

concerned, as the honourable gentleman pointed out, while there are 

not a great number of queen crab fishermen, there might be 200 or so, 

there are a large number of people who get employment in the processing 

of queen crab because it is very labour intensive and it is therefore 

important to this Province. 

So we have met with the union, I think we will be meeting with 

the processors, we will be in touch with the Government of Canada, 

and we will see what can be worked out. And if we have no luck at all 

with the Government then we will have to see whether the Province can 

do something on its own to help the situation. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Bell Island. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I must say, Sir, I followed the remarks of the 

Minister of Fisheries very closely and I could not come to the conclusion, 

Sir, whether or not the minister supported the petition presented by the 

minister, from the member who was almost a minister, upstaged by the ~ember 

for St. John's South, by the Member for Bonavista South. It was the 

greatest example, Sir, of double talking that I have ever seen in this 

honourable House. And Mr. Speaker, is it any wonder, Sir, that the fishery 

is in such a mess in this Province? 

MR. mRGAN: Point qf order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. mRGAN: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The honourable Member for Bell Island is certainly 

permitted to speak in support of the petition but the Chair has the feeling 

that the honourable member is debating and not speaking in support of the 

petition. 

Mlt. NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, if the minister, Sir, and I am merely commenting 

on what the minister has said about his reference to Ottawa, his remarks were 

rather -

MR. SP.EAKER: Order, please! 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, Mr. Speaker. My point of 
I 

order is this, that the honourable gentleman from Bell Island can either 

support and speak in support of the petition, he cannot get into debate on the 
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comments made by any member while speaking on the petition. 

MR. NEARY: Sit down. Sit down. Sit down. Sit down dumbbell. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: Order. ulease! 

MR. NEARY: Dummy, sit down. Sit down dumbbell. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: The Chair will ask the honourable 

Member for Bell Island to retract that statement as being 

unparliamentary. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, if Your Honour thinks the member is 

not a dumbbell I retract it, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

!,N HON. MEMBER: - unqualified. 

KR. SPF.AKER: An unqualified retraction of that statement. The member 

certainly did not satisfy the Chair that he had retracted and apologized 

for that statement. 

MR. REARY: Can I stand while Your Honour is standing or do I have to 

wait until Your Honour takes his seat. Thank you, Sir. 

Sir, I retr~ct. I retract that statement. 

MR. SJ!EAKER: The honourable Member for Bonavista South may proceed with 

his point of order. 

MR. MORGAN : The point of order was that the honourable gentleman from 

Bell Island is debating the comments made by the honourable Minister of 

Fisheries in support of a petition. The honourable gentleman must stand 

and speak either in support of the petition or not speak at all on this 

petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The 
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honourable member may speak to a petition. The Chair has not yet 

seen where a member has to support a petition. Certainly, that a member 

cannot debate a petition is quite correct and the Chair did r,et the 

feeling the honourable Member for Bell Island was on the verge of _ 

entering into a debate. But there is nothing which says he has to 

support the prayer of a petition. 

MR. NEARY: ~fr. Speaker, I do support the prayer of the petition, 

by the way,and I would hope, Sir, that the Minister of Fisheries 

will see fit not to try to pass the buck to Ottawa on this particular 

case because if we continue that policy, Sir, of passing the bucl· 

to Ottawa we may as well close down our provincial Department of 

Fisheries, that the minister, Sir, take the initiative himself 

and that the Provincial Government implement a plan of assistance 

to our crab fishermen, not wait for Ottawa, Sir. Ottawa looks at 

Newfoundland sometimes in the fishery, especially the crab fishery 

from the vantage point of Wellington Street up there in Ottawa. 

We have our own provincial Department of Fisheries, Sir, and I 3Ill 

sure that if the minister wanted to that he could search throug11 

the estimates and find countervailing savings, Sir, eliminate some 

of the extravagance and waste that ia into the budget, find counter

vailing savings and subside the crab fishermen in this Province. 

The minister should also, }fr. Speaker, in keepin~ with the 

prayer of the petition try and persuade the Govenunent of Canada 

to buy the crab meat. Can it first, tin it. Some of the operators 

in Newfoundland are already canning it. I think Mr. Janes over in 

Rants Harbour cans it and Boyd Way, I believe, cans the crab. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: Beothuck Fisheries. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: Beothuck Fisheries. Beothuck Fisheries. 

MR. NEARY: Beothuck Fisheries, Sir, can it. There are several 

opeators in Newfoundland who have canneries and the minister s'1.oulc1 

persuade the government of Canada, if the minister can arrange to have 

this crab meat canned, to buy it, Sir, for the third world. Here ,,e 
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arc told there are no markets for our era!, meat. Now you turn on 

your television and half the world is starving. There is something 

,,,rong with that statement, Mr. Speaker, and I would submit that the 

1-!i nister of Fisheries, Sir, our mm provincial minister, try to persuade 

the r.overnment of Canada if the operators cannot find markets, if the 

minister cannot find a market and the uhole problem in the fishery 

seems to be marketing, Sir, that they try to persuade the Government 

of Canada to buy it, put it in tins an~ send it over to the third 

world. 

1fR. SPF.AKER: Are there any other petitions? 

REPORTS OF STANDr.JG OR SPECIAL COMMITTEES: -----
r~. SPEAKER: The honourable ?!ember for Placentia East. 

ilP. 'F'. AL'n!Al'J}: Mr. SpeAker, I would like to table the report of 

the Select Committee on the Inshore Fishery and also as appendix, 

the six volumes. Volume one is the minutes of all the hearinJ?s of 

the Committee. It retains the minutes of the publ:lc hParings as 

well, .md in addit:j.on, two volumes of the submissions presented at 

the meetinp;s and public hearings of the Select Committee. These 

were ones that the Committee received and in addition there are 

three volumes of written submissions which the Committee received 

by mail. So, we will table the original report together with 

the documentation that I referred to. 

l 1r. Speaker, in doing so I would first like 

to thank the members of the Committee for their co-operation and 

assistance during the hearing. I sin~erely trust that the House 

will see fit to adopt and endorse the report. The report itself 

contains acknowledgem~nts of all the various individuals who have 

made a contribution to the report. As far as the recommendations 

and conclusions are concerned, Mr. Speaker, I sincerely trust that 

all members of the House will deal in detail with them when there 

is a motion t,efore the House as to how the report will be dealt 

with. I am sure each and every honourable member-of this House realizes 

ho,J serious the problems are confronting the industry and it il'I only a 

question of how they should he solved• 
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I sincerely trust that the debate will expose the views of every honourable 

member, and again, Mr. Speaker, I look forward to participating in that 

debate when the matter comes before the House after the members have 

had time to consider the report. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

SOME HONOURABLE 'MEt,4'BERS: Inaudible. 

IN HONOURABLE 'MEMBER: Just one copy -

MR, AYLWARD: Yes, one volume - that is right, 

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Before we continue I understand we have had j~t enter the galleries 

there as guests of Beaconsfield High School in St. John's twenty-fnur 

Grade llII students from St. John's College in Brantford, Ontario accompanierl 

by Father Joseph Kolivesky. On behalf of all the members of our legislature 

I welcome you to the House of Assembly and trust that your visit here is 

most interesting and informative, 

Are there any other reports of standing or special committees? 

NOTICE OF MOTION: 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable 'Minister of Justice. 

HON. A, HICKMAN (MINISTER OF Jt!STICE): Mr. Speaker, I give .notice 

that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A hill, "An Act To Amend The Newfoundland Eng1neering Profession 

Act." 

A bill, "An Act To Amend The Fire Prevention Act." 

On behalf of my colleague, the honourable Minister of Transportation 

and Communications, a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The l1otori zed Snow 

Vehicles and All Terrain Vehicles Act." 

Also I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce 

the following resolution: 

That this House thanks the Select Comlilittee on the Inshore Fishery 

for their report and for the diligence and perception which the Committee 

members brought to their task and directs the Government to investigate 

immediately the feasibility of implementing those recommendations of the 

Report that are within provincial jurisdiction. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I move that we do on tomorrow - t give notice 
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that I will on t0111orrow move a bill, being "An Act Tri Ratify, Confirm 

And Adopt A Guarantee Agreement ~ade Between RoyMarine Leasing 

Limited And The C--ovemment And Fishery Products Lim:1.ted." 

I also give notice that I will on tomorrow • ove the follow:fng 

resolution: 

That this Honourable House doth concur in the Report of the Cammittee 

appointed pursuant to Standing Order 84 (a) presented on May 5, 1975. 

That report deals rith the appointment of members of the House to various 

coll'lnittees, Mr. Spealter. 

"IR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance. 

RON. H.R.V. EARLE (MINISTER OF FINANCE): Mr. Speaker, I give notice 

that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce "An Act Further To Amend 

The Increase Of Pensions Act, 1974." 

~- SPF..AKER: The honourable Minister of Industrial Development. 

HON. W. DOODY (MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT) : Mr. Speaker• I give 

notice that I will on t01110rrow ask leave of the honowrable House to 

introduce a bill, "An Act To Provide For the Establishment Of the Labrador 

Coastal J\evelopaent Corporation." 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Forestry and Agriculture. 

HON. H. COLLINS (MINISTER OF FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURE): Mr. Speaker, I 

give notice that on tomorrow I will ask leave of the Bouse to introduce a 

bill, "An Act Further .To Amend The Agreement Approved And Confirmed And 

Set Forth in The Schedule To The Bowater's Newfoundland Act, 1938, And 

To Make Certain Statutory Provisions Relating To That Ajreement." 

And I would also give notice of a bill, "An Act To Provide For 

Livestock Insurance .And To Create A Livestock Owners Compensation Board. 11 

And a bill, "An Act Respecting The Keeping Of nags." 

AN HONOURABLE ~MBER: The keepinv of what? 

MR. COLLINS: Dogs. 

MR, SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Mines and Energy. 

AN lTONOURABLE MEMBER: The honourable member should bf' interested. 

HON. L. BARRY (MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY): His bark is worse than 

his bite. 

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on tomorrow I will introduce a bill, -

I ask leave to introduce a bill, "An Act To Limit The Financial Responsibility 
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Which !day Re Incurred By The_ Province In Respect of Newfoundland And 

Labrador llydro Without Fut'ther Feference To The Legislature." 

TH-3 

I also, Mr. Speaker, give notice that on tomorrow, I will ask leave 

to introduce a hill, "An Act To Amend The Regulation Of Mines Act.'' 

'-!R.. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Municipal Affa:I rs and Housing. 

HON. B. PECKFO'RI) (MINISTER OF ?-IUNIClPAL AFFAIRS AND HOUSLl'lC) : •tr. 

Speaker, I give notic e that I will on t omorrow ask l e ave to introduce t he 

following bills: 

"An Act Further To Amend The Department Of Municipal Affairs Anci 

Housing Act, 1973 . " 

And ''An Act Furtner To Amend The Local C'.overnment Act, 1°72 ." 
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mt. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Social Services. 

HON. }_. MJRPHV: Mr. S!)eaker, I would give notice on tomorrow I will 

ask leave of the House to amend t:vo acts, "J,n Act To Amend The Welfare 

Institutions Licensin2 Act," and, "An Act Respectin2 Day Care And 

Homemaker Services." 

:C:<™E TIONOURABLE m:MBERS: Inaudible. 

~'R. SPF.AKER: Order, please: 

ORAL Ol!ESTIOY.TS: 

HR. SPEAKEP_: The honourable !'.ember for Bell Island. 

Y.IR. 11EARY: Mr. SpeaJ,:er, I t•rould like to put a question to the 

honourable Prelllier. Would the honourable the Premier tell the House 

what plans _his govermnent have to take care of the record number of 

our fellow Newfoundlanders ~-.Jio are unemployed at the present t:lllle? 

1-!P..~~EAIIT.R: The honourable the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES: 1-f.r. Speaker, that question is very broad as the 

l'ember from Bell Island well knows and has been asked here many times 

previously. One of the great problems, not in just Newfoundland, but 

in Canada today, Sir, is the, not only the increase 1n inflation but 

the cure of that which is obviously recession. Obviously the cure 

for recession is unemployment. Other countries in the Western world, 

in Europe and in the United States have started to come to grips with 

this and we in Canada, including the Province of Newfoundland, have 

yet shown very little sign of doing the same thing. The matter of 

employment this year, Sir, will be one of the utmost effort by this 

goverpment but let us face, in my opinion, reality because we in 

Newfoundland and we in Canada have been living in somewhat of a 

dream world for quite a long time as far as what we can expect 

out of Canada 1n the international context. This should be the 

subject of a much longer and much more detailed debate later on, 

of course~ but the fact is answering the member's question, we will 

be doing our absolute upmost to create all tJ-e employment 11e possible can. 

MR. SPEAKER.: The honourable Member for Bell Island. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a s111>plementary question, Sir. The last 
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part of the Premier's answer there, I wonder if the honourohle the 

Premier could he a little more specific and ~ive us some details of 

'°rhat the government is going to do, what plans they have? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES: In due course, Mr, Speaker. 

RH - ? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the honourable the Premier, Sir, 

could bring the House up to date on the situation in Western Newfouncl

land concerning North Star Cement, Bowaters, Atlantic Gypsun concerninp. 

the layoffs, cutbacks, how serious, what it is doing to the economv of 

Western Newfoundland? Could the Premier zive the House an upnating 

on this? 

PREMIER J:fOORES : Mr. Speaker, I promised thP }fember for Bell Island 

when we were here last that I would get that information. I got the 

information. I am sorry I do not have it on me r:l,ght now hut certainly 

on tomorrow I will gladly pass along that in some detail to the nemh:~r. 

MR. SPF.AKER: The honourahle i!ember for Fogo. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: r•r. Speaker, might I direct a question to the hononrah]P 

¥.inister of Fisheries. Has the minister or .can the min:lster. :lnfoTIT! the 

House if hia department lll'ls carried out a survey to ascertain what 

damage was caused by a recent storm and by ice conditions along the 

Northeast Coast? 

HR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. The position is, Mr. Speaker, 

we have sane reports from regional representatives on gear losses 

in various areas. The weekend of May 17-18 there were heavv losses 

of fishing gear due to a storm in the Port au Port Bav fror.i the South 

side of St. Georges Bay and the Highlands to the Codroy area. The estimate 

is that approximately 2n,nnn lobster tra-ps were severely dama~ed or 

destroyed. Also, a small amount of other gear was lost which were 

salmon nets and herring nets. Th1s is an estimate, of course and 

not the final figures. 

The other areas of the C~ast where there has heen damar,e 
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or appears to be sttere damage to gear will be the area from· 

Jackson's Cove :in Green B.ty to ll'ogo where we estimat:e that perhaps 

eighty per c.ent o.f the lobster pots were damaged or lost, and from 

Gander Bay to Cape Freels, agdn, probably ei.ghty per cent of the 

pots lost. Also some loss of salmon,~ fish and ground fish 

nets. It is very difficnlt to est1Jllate the losses in this area 

as the fishermen have not been able to get out to check their 

ge,ar due to the ice. Until tbev are able to do that we are- unable 

to give a more accurate U.gure. From cape Free.ls South there appears 

1io he lit~le damage. The two areas most effected, from Codroy Horth 

to Port au Port Peninsula and the Green lll!.y, ~sporte and Fogo 

district•• Total losses m!ght ·be 100,000 lobster pots. In other 

words. t .here 19:f.gbt be 75,000 lobster pots 
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lost in the other areas along the Northeast Coast. We will only 

know for sure after the ice moves off and people have been ahle 

to check their gear. So there is a very consideraple loss of 

lobster traps or pots in those two areas. 

}IP_. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR: A supplementary to the question, Hr. Speaker. 

PK - 1 

Can the minister tell the House whether he has made any representation 

to the Federal Department of Fisheries for any assistance? 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I have made no representation with 

the Federal Department of Fisheries as yet. We have been in touch 

with their representatives, employees in the Province,in attempting 

to get an estimate of the damage done. Once we have an assessment 

made of the damage then we will consider whether we will get in 

touch with them or just what action will be taken. I do not think 

that we can automatically expect that there is going to be any 

programnes such as the ones last year dealing with the damage 

suffered last year due to Arctic ice. But when we have gotten the 

final reports we will have to assess the situation and we will talk 

to the federal government, and we will also decide what if anything 

we can do. 

I might also add, Mr. Speaker, in connection with the 

progranane of last year, because there seems to be some confusion on 

this, last year in the area covered for losses due to the Arctic 

ice we included lobster traps. The amount of the compensation was 

$10.00 per trap replaced. 

MR. 

all. 

MR. 

MR. 

MR. 

'MR. 

NEARY: 

CROSBIE: 

NEARY: 

SPEAKER: 

NEARY: 

No it was not. That was not the understanding at 

Mr. Speaker, if I can continue -

Five dollars for losing a trap -

Order, please! 

Five dollars for replacing it. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, the progranane last year was we agreed 

that we would pay $5.00 last Fall -

MR. NEARY: For loss of gear. 
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MR. CROSBIE: - towards - so that the men could start rebuilding, 

c~nstructing their lobster pots. And when the pots were checked 

this year and we knew how many had been replaced the other $5.00 

would be paid to them. The programme was to replace lobster pots, 

not to pay people 1110ney who did not replace the pots. 

MR. NF.ARY: That was not the understanding -

~1R. CROSBIE: That is the arrangement,that was the programme that 

was exl)lained and that is the programme that is now 'inderway. 

Now the first payment of $5.00 vas made last year. The second 

payment of $5.00 - we have since, of course, interviewed all 

the claimants to see have they replaced their pots. We have 

no intention in this world of paying anyone another $5.00 who did 

not replace the pots he claimed were lost last year. 

!ffl.. NEARY: What about the $5.00 they already got? 

MR. CROSBIE: Now, Mr. Speaker - would the honourable g~ntleman 

allow me to speak and, you know, not be such a silly nuisance. 

MR. NF.ARY: You are making a fool of yourself,boy! You do 

not know what you are talking about. 

JlfR. SPF.AKER: Order, please! 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. C~OSBIE: So, Mr. Speaker 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! I will remind the honourable 

member from Bell Island that when a member is speaking he does have 

the right to be heard in silence. 

HR. CROSBIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Now, Mr. Speaker, the 

cheques are now being mailed out to the fishermen for the pots that 

they have replaced, and this is resulting in some confusion. For 

example, if a person made a claim last year and the claim was 

accepted for 100 pots, he would have received a cheque for $500.00, 

$5.00 a pot times 100 pots is $500.00 - and I am just going into that 

because the Member for Bell Island would not understand the mathematics 

of that - that is $500.00. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, suppose when our inspector went 

around, the person or the fisherman in question had not built 

any pots to replace the hundred he lost he would not now get a 

cheque for any dollars. 

MR. NEARY: No pot luck. 

MR. CROSBIE: But if he had replaced his 100 pots he would now 

get another cheque for $500.00 making $1,000 compensation for. 

100 pots lost and replaced. 

Mil. NEARY: The jack pot, 

MR. CROSBIE: But if the fisherman who had claimed for 100 

pots and got $500.00 last Fall had only rebuilt 50 pots, what 

would he get a cheque for now? I know this is confusing for the 

gentleman from Bell Island. If he had only replaced -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CROSBIE: 50 pots he wuuld get no cheque now, because 

PK - 3 

he has gotten $500.00 for the 50 pots he has replaced and at $10.00 

a pot times 50 pots is $500.00, 

AN HON. MEMBER: Who baa got a baby crying'l 

MR. CROSBIE: I hope now that all honourable gentlemen 

understands this programme, Mr. Speaker. 

So the point is that this was a progra111111e to enable 

fishermen to replace the gear they lost. If some of them choose 

to accept the money that went out last Fall, and not to replace 

their pots, not to build new pots,they are not going to get more 

1110ney this Spring to pay for pots they did not replace. 

MR. NEARY: Will they have to repay back the money they have? 
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MR. MOORES: They have not f!;Ot a pot to what in? 

HR. PECKFORD: They have not got a pot to 11lay in. 

NM - l 

MR, CROSBIE: We are checking tht.s. If there are some glaring 

offenders we may be very tempted to take action against him. For 

example if somebody reported 500 pots lost last year and ve pai.d 

him $2,500 and this Spring he does not have a pot to - he does 

not have a pot to fish in, this arouses considerable aapicion as 

to whether he was ever a lobster fisherman in the first place. So 

if there are major offenders like that ve will have to consider whether 

or not there shoulcl be any action take. But generally speaking I would say 

no. But they will not get the second payment if they have not replaced their pots. 

'HR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Hermitage. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, could I go -

MR. SINK>NS: You cannot get a word in here. 

MR. NEARY: I am a little bit out of practice. Sir, could I go back to the 

question I asked the honourable the Premier. I am dissatisfied with 

the Premier's answer given me on unemployment, Sir, and I -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Too late. To late. 

MR. NEARY: No, it is not too late. There is nothing in the Standing Rules 

that says, no Sir, when you wish to give notice of debating it. I wish 

to debate this during the late show this evening, Sir. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The Chair will certainly have to take that 

under consideration. The Chair at the moment feels the honourable Member 

for Bell Island is too late in giving notice, 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the honourable the Premier, 

Sir, to tell the House if his government have any special plans to make 

work for our 42,000 Hewfoundlanders who are unemployed at this ti.me. 

HR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, the honourable gentleman is being redundant 

and tenacious in a,:king this question. It is the same question, 

vexacious.-

AN HON, MEMBER: Frivolous. 

MR. CROSBIE: Frivolous, mischievous in asking the same question again 

today and it should be ruled out of order. 

HR. NEARY: Point of order, Sir. It is not the same question that was 
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asked previously, Sir. My question now to the Premier is would the 

Premier tell us of any special make-work projects that his government 

may have to take care of the people who are unemployed? Which is a 

completely different question, Sir. 

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! The Chair rules it is in essence the 

same question asked by the Member from Bell Island. Re has just 

changed the wording somewhat and his question is out of order. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, my interpretation of the Stating Orders, Sir, 

that you can give notice before four-thirty anytime during the day that 

you ask a question and I am giving notice now, Sir, that I am dissatisfied 

with the Premier's answer and wish to debate the matter during the Late 

Show titis afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chair has already said that it will take the matter 

under consideration. 

MR. SIMK>NS : Mr. Speaker, to that point, will the Chair hear some 

argument before making a decision? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chair is not prepared to hear any argument re that 

matter at the present. No. 

The honourable Member for Hermitage. 

MR. SIMK>NS: Hr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of Mines 

and Energy, I wonder would he indicate to us what the status of the 

proposed Lloyds River diversion is now, has an~ final decision been made 

on that or -

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Mines and Energy. 

HR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, I never expected that question today. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Surpise, 

HR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, as a salmon fisherman who has fished 

for salmon on the Exploits, who has walked the shores of Red Indian 

Lake, who has flown over the Lloyds River and Lloyds Lake, I am very 

much aware of the possible adverse effects even prior to the preliminary 

feasibility report, preliminary,! am sorry,environmental report that we , 

received several weeks ago, even before that time I was aware of the 

possibility of envirormental damange resulting from any diversion of waters 

in that particular area, and that is why we ~equested that the environmental 
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study be carried out and that is why I said then, I have said several 

times since and I say again, that there will be no decision 1ll&de to 

divert the river,. the waters of Lloyds River, until -..cl unless it is 

shown that this _ can: be done without undue envJ.roiimental damage. 

But I can miderstand, Mr. Speaker, the concern that is re::Lsed 

in tJ:i,e general public about this matter, as somebody vho has a1ao 

f-ished in the Bay D'Espoir Reservoir, who bas come back after dark 

and tried to 'WJvigate around the tops of trees that were flooded 

without any attempt to clear the tblber 

6284 



June 5, 1975 Tape 2095 (afternoon) rn-1 

around the reservoir without any attempt to cut so as to provide new 

banks in a reservoir that was flooded by the previous administration, 

by the party that these gentlemen opposite represent, supported then 

then and still support. I can understand, Mr. Speaker, how the people 

of this Province become very concerned now when they see this government 

or any government even put forth a proposal that could result in the 

flooding of any other land in our Province. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I ask all members of this honourable House, 

I ask the people of this Province, I ask the m@rlia - God help me, particularly 

the media - to take a proper prospective, not to swing from one extreme 

to the other, Mr. Speaker. Because, while we have a duty as a government 

to protect the environment and the ecology of this Province, we also 

have a duty to do everything possible to reduce the cost of living, 

to do everything possible to reduce the expense to the consumer of 

electrical energy. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: And the unemployment. 

MR. BARRY: Now, Mr. Speaker, when we are told that there is the possibility 

of saving the cons1.D11er some $7 million a year prior to the time that 

power comes on stream from Labrador and probably some $3 million to 

$4 million a year thereafter, Mr. Speaker, we then have the responsibility 

to take a very hard look at the proposal to divert the rivers or the 

waters of the Lloyds River. We have to take a very h~rd look. I personally, 

Mr. Speaker, have some very serious concerns as to whether this project 

can ever go ahead, very serious concerns. I am delighted, Mr. Spea•er, 

to see the interest that this project has aroused in the general public. 

I am concerned however, Mr. Speaker, that much of the opposition 

that has been raised until now has not taken into consideration both 

sides of the issue, protecting the environment against reducing the cost 

to the consumer. I ask, Mr. Speaker, that this debate continue but that 

it . continue rationally, analysing both sides of the issue. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

1-lr. Speaker. 

The honourable Member for Hermitage. 

I think all that means he is sitting on the fence, 

I simply asked what the status was. 

A question - no Minister of Public Works, no acting 

Minister of Public Works. A question for the Premier in the absence of the 
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Minister of Public Works. I wonder if the Premier could indicate whether 

a decision has been made with respect to the rental space for government 

offices? Bas a decision been made on the rental space on which public 

proposals were called a month or so ago? Two months ago? 

1"fR. '!\UORES: The answer is, ~r. Speaker, that the proposals were opened 

publicly at the Department of Public Works. They have been attalyzed1or 

are ~eing analyzed rather,by the engineers and the other technical people 

in the Department of Public Works. I would expect that a recommendation 

1,•ill he coming forward to government within a week, ten days, I have no 

idea,but it certainly will be one of the things I will be checking on. 

There is an urgent need for it,and hopefully we will be in a position 

to deal with it in the not very distant future. 

MR. SPEAKEP: The honourable Meriler for Labrador North. 

'MR. WOODWARD: ~r. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of 

Justice. Some time ago there were negotiations with regards to establishing 

a building or developing a correctional institute in Labrador for native 

people. I am wondering if the minister can tell the House, inform the 

Rouse if that programme will be starting this Summer. If not, when 

do we hope to see it started or when will it get started? 

~- HICKMAN: folr. Speaker, the House will recall that following receipt 

of the report of the Federal-Provincial Corrections 

r.omrnittee which committee was set up on the iniative of this government 

followed by the report of K.L. 1"'cReynolds Limited, both of Which recommended 

a community corrections center for the Happy v•lley area to serve Labrador. 

We then made a submission to the Solicitor General and subsequently 

held discussions with the honourable Judd Buchanan, Minister of Indian 

and Northern Affairs suggesting to them that, 
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at least I d:l.d, that I considered and still consider this to he the 

number one priority insofar as the provision of facilities for correct:lons 

are concerned. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

_MR. HICKMAN: That is right. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well, I cannot. I wish I could tell you. At a very 

recent dinner here the honourable Warren AllJnand, the Solicitor General 

of Canada indicated to those in attendance - and they were the people, 

the John Howard Society people - that he had set up a committee to 

study and to report to him hopefully by the end of this Summer upon 

the request from the Government of Newfoundland for substantial financial 

assistance in the construction of a community correct:lonal facility in 

Happy Valley and also a provincial correctional center to replace Her 

Majesty's penitentiary. 

I urged again that night upon the Solicitor General that the committee 

move with the utmost dispatch and he assured me that he had issued these 

instructions. I feel, Mr. Speaker, and this too has been conveyed to the 

Government of Canada, that insofar as the corrections center, commun:lty 

center in Happy Valley is concerned, that the department responsible for 

native Canadia11s has a very heavy responsibility because I would see that 

institution not only taking care of the needs of residents of the Labrador 

part of the Province of Newfoundland but also people, Canadians who reside 

in the Eastern section of the North West Territories sometimes known as 

the near North. 

We have done our job. The ball is now in the laps of my honourable 

friends, compatriots in Ottawa. I have no reason to believe that they 

are not sympathetic towards our cause. But, we just have to wait until 

they make their decision. 

MR. WOODWARD: I would like to thank the minister. I have a question 

for the - in the absence of the Minister of Transportation and Communications, 

maybe to keep away from a long-winded answer, I should ask the Minister 

of Industrial Development. In light of the fact that the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Hydro is calling tenders for maintenance and upgrading of the 

Freedom Road from Churchill Falls to Goose Bay, does this mean that the 

road is not under the auspices or the responsibility of the nepartment of 
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Transportation and Communications as a public highway? 'When this 

work is done and the maintenance is performed on that particular toad 

and it is made serviceahle or useable, will the public be permitted 

to use that particular road during the construction phase of the Upper 

Churchill when that thing gets off the ground? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Industrial Development. 

'1-fR. DOODY: If the honourable member is not interested or does not 

want to get a long-winded reply, I think I would rather refer the 

answer to that question to my colleague the :1-finister of Mines and Energy 

who is renowned for being brief,to the point and far more accurate 

than any summation of this I would have, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Mines and Energy. 

MR. BARRY: The answers, Mr. Speaker, are no, yes, and yes. 

Seriously though, Mr. Speaker, the work is being done through 

Newfoundland and Labrarlor Hydro because the cost of the road should 

really be attributed to the project itself. There has been no final 

decision made with respect to when this road can be opened or dedicated, 

I th f.nk, is the proper term as a public highway. But, I would expect -

AN llONOURAllLF. :1-'EMBER: It is a public highway. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: I would expect - right, as far as it is consistent with 

protecting the safety of the public, that access to that part of the 

Province as any other part of the Province should be open, but it has got 

to be obviously what is consistent with public safety and proper management 

of w~at is going to be a very, very large project. 

MR. DOODY: I am disappointed,Your Honour. I could have been as brief 

as that. 

~. T,TOODWARD: A supplementary question to that which may solve some 

of the problems that we foresee in the future, Mr. Speaker, is the fact 

that - well is now that highway, and will it be during the construction 

phase the responsibility of the Department of Transportation and Communications 

and not the developers or the contractors who are building the particular 

project. I ask that question to clarify it. It is important. 

"IR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Mines and Energy. 

~- BARRY: I think, 
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Mr, Speaker, that is something I better get, draw to the 

attention of my colleague the Minister of Transportation and 

CODDDUnications and get a specific answer. I am not sure. To 

me, I think, it would make sense that once the initial major 

PK - 1 

work was done that this become the responsibility of the 

department the same as any other highway. There may be some

thing there that I am not aware of where this cannot be done 

immediately or where the responsibility of the Department of 

Transportation may have to be suspended for a time. I would just 

like to check and make certain before giving a final answer on 

it . And I will undertake to get it from the Minister of 

Transportation. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Labrador North. 

MR. 'WOODWARD: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the minister. 

Mr, Speaker, I would like to direct another question to the Minister 

of Energy. Now that two or three weeks have elapsed since we 

have asked questions in the Rouse, gave him some time to do 

further planning on the development of the Lower Churchill, I 

wonder if he is now in a position to inform the House and this 

Province how many people will be employed on that project this 

year? And maybe in a two part question, if he can give us the 

central location of the employment office. There are a number 

of people who are confused today as to where to get 1work. 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, it is anticipated that the work force 

should peak to around 900 people. 

MR. WOODWARD: At what period? 

MR. BARRY: During 1975. I think the peak period will be 

August, September. But there will be several hundred people 

within the next month or so working. The honourable member is 

probably more aware than I am of the number actually involved 

from the Goose Bay end right now, but you can think roughly in 

terms of the project being broken down about one-third, one-third, 

one- third both in cost and effort this year to the Gull Island 

site, the tunnel crossing and the transmission line right- of-way. 
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With respect to the employment office-· the 

Newfoundland Labrador Hydro is at present - they have received 

instructions to have arrangements made so that people will 

PK - 2 

have direct access to them in the Goose Bay-Happy Valley area 

and other areas where work will be taking place. They are in 

the process of putting personnel in the Goose Bay-Happy Valley 

area, putting an office in there. In the meant:lme I would 

suggest to the honourable member if he has constituents who are 

interested in employment that they should make contact either 

with Canada Manpower or with the Newfoundland am Labrador Hydro 

offices here directly. 

~- SPF.AKER: The Ron. Member for Bell Island. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, could I direct a question to the 

~inister of Justice. Would the Minister of Justice care to tell 

the House if he has instructed his officials to undertake an 

investigation into the movement of booze in this Province at 

the present time to see if it is being distributed legally or 

illegal? 

14:R. MORGAN: Concerning what? 

HR.. BICICHAN: Put it on the Order Paper. 

MR. NEARY: Well, ~tr. Speaker, I am dissatisfied with that 

answer, Sir, and I wish to debate it during the late show this 

afternoon. 

1-!r. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister of Mines and 

Energv if he can confirm or deny a statement made by the President 

of the Newfoundland Hydro Corporation yesterday to the St. John's 

Kili'anis C':luh that the preliminary work on the tunnel across the 

Straits of Belle Isle is not going very satisfactory? Would the 

minister care to CODB11ent on that? 

•m. SPF.AKER: 

'1R.. BARRY: 

The lion. Jo!inister of Mines and Energy. 

Mr. S11eaker, I am not aware that was said. I 

do not believe it was said. I am not aware of any -

AN HON. MF.Ml!ER: 

~ - BARRY: 

ml. NF.ARY~ 

'ffl. SPF.AKER: 
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Strait of Belle Isle crossin.g. The honourable member will have 

to bring me the words that he is attributing to nr. Groom. 

MR. NEARY : Mr. Speaker, did 1
Mr. Gloom' submit a text of his 

address to Kiwanis to the minister before he made this speech or 

was he speaking off-the-cuff on his own? 

MR • .BARRY: 

its top -

No, Mr. Speaker, this government does not censor 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Now· you have him in trouble. 

MR. BARRY: - the heads of Crown Corporations the way the 

previous administration did, when the hon.curable member was a 

member. 

HON. MEMBERS: Inaudible. 

MR.. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, I have not seen any - I was in 

consultation with Mr. Groom, he indicated to me what the gist of 

his remarks to Kiwanis. I do not know any'Mr. Gloom~ so I assume 

it is Mr. Dennis Groom that the honourable member is referring 

to. 

MR. NEARY: Yes. 
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~- BARRY: 

I am not aware of any such statement having been made by him. If the 

honourable member can bring the words to me I will check them out. 

:MR. NE.ARY: ~r. Speaker, supplementary quest-Ion to the minister. 

Order, please! Order, please! The thirty minutes 

for t)1e question period have expired. 

~IR. CROSBIE: 

l!R. SPF..AKFR: ·-----
MR. CROSBIE: 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

Motion (3) , l{r. Speaker. 

~otion (3) to be moved by the honourable the Premier. 

Mr. Speaker, the honourable the Premier has to be 

out of the House for the moment so I will introduce the motion. 

MR. SPF.AKER: 

~m.. CROSBIE: 

The honourable }f:lnister of Fisheries. 

It is a great pleasure to move this motion, Mr. Speaker. 

~fr. Speaker, I was away for a few days prior to the adjournment of the 

Rouse of Assembly early in May. 

:P-IR. NEAJ1Y: 

HR. SPEJ..KER: 

•lR. CROSBIE: 

Tell us where you were. Tell us where you were. 

Order, please! 

I do not mind telling the honourable gentleman where I 

uas but it is not relevant to this debate. l.fherever I was I was work.ing 

hard and earnestly in the best interests of this Province, I trust. 

~!ow, 'fr. Speaker, I was away when this motion was first proposed early 

in !fay. Hhen I got back to St. John's and looked at the old newspapers 

as is my wont to see what had been happening while I was away,and of 

course I am deeply interested in the historice affairs of this historic,_ 

Assembly. I was dumbfounded by several matters, one of which was the 

scurrility and the vehemence and the desperateness and the untr811D11eled 

nastiness of the attacks that were made by honourable gentlemen opposite 

,rhen it was proposed that Mr. Ambrose Hubert l'eddle be made parliamentary 

commissioner under the terms of the Parliamentary Collllllission (Ombudsman) 

Act. 

Hr. S1>eaker, I mean seldom, seldom have I seen such a concentrated 

an~ vitriolic attack on any individual as I saw at that time in the le.ind 

of expressions that were used and the vehemence and the way in which the 
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whole thing was greeted by honou.,.able gentlemen opposite, undeservedly 

so, 1.llldeserved attacks on Ambrose Peddle. I thought to myself, my 

God! Has the government a~pointed sOl'le criminal who has just come 

out of the penitentiary after serving b~enty years for maim, rape, 

manslaughter, murder, incest and what have you, fraud, theft? 

Have the government just appointed someone like that or suggest to 

the Hou"e of Assembly that we appoint someone like that as orn1'udsman? 

Is that what has happened? Is that what is causing this furor? 

Then when I saw whn it was the government was proposing, Ambrose 

Peddle, the complete opposite of ,that.It was really astonishing. 

What is wrong w:f.th this Province, Mr. Speaker, that anything that 

is proposed meets with nothing but negative criticism and vitriolic 

attack, not only from the Opposition opposite, but by some agencies 

of the.news media? What is it? 

Just compare an appointment just made in the Province of Ontario 

within this last month of an ombudsman for the Province of Ontario. 

The burden of the attack on poor Ambrose Peddle, the burden of the 

vicious connnent and attac1': and scurrility was that he had been a 

member of this House of Assembly. That was not bad enough that 

the poor fellow had been a memher of thi" Tiouse of Assembly,hut 

that was not bad enough, I will not even mention that he is allegerl 

of being a Tory. That was not bad enough he was an ex-meMher of 

this House of Assembly but he was an ex-member of the House of 

Commons. That seemed to make it even worse. That seem to make 

Mr. Peddle beyond recall altogether for honourable gentlemen opposite 

and s0r.1e members of the press. 

In other words, if you were ever elected to this House of Assembly 

or if you were elected to the House of Commons and you get defeated or 

leave politics, you:·should never be appointed to anything. Vou are a 

desperado. You are the type that should no longer have any connection 

with the public affairs of the Province or the country. You are nothinr. 

but a subject fit for scorn and attack if anybody ever suggested vou -
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F<hould he put in any position of trust in the public again. Tb.at is 

the conclusion. nr. Speaker, you would come to, that you would come 

to wi.th the way that ¥r. Peddle's suggested appointment was announced. 

Now, frankly, I do not know how the man has taken it. You know, it 

is a desperate thing. You are 
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an ordinary citizen and you are proposed for an appointment and that kind 

of a concentrated attack is made. I congratulate him for his courage 

in still permitting his name to go forward to this honourable House. 

To tum back would be shameful. It would be shameful. It would be 

an admission that there was something wrong with Mr. Peddle, that he 

could not act impartially or that he did not have the qualifications 

to be ombudsman, that there are other people who would have qualificat1on, 

Mr. Speaker, only because they had never been in politics or a member 

of the House of Assembly or a Member of Parliament. What a shameful. 

state of affairs we are in in this Province if the public and the 

media believe that to engage in public life is to be so tainted that 

you are never again to darken the doors of any appointment that will 

give you any public trust in this Province thereafter. 

Now, a large part of the reason for that kind of thing is the 

attitude of the Opposition opposite which I will not elaborate on. 

But, for nastiness, for invidiousness, for ennuendo, and for that kind 

of thing,the Opposition opposite has not been matched in this House in 

I do not know how many hundred years. The House has only been here 100, 

I suppose. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when I was over there I was not nasty. I was not 

mean. I was not scurrilous. I attacked the government on the government's 

policies and I fought a dictatorship. I am delighted and I have got nothing 

to apologize for and never will. I am proud of it. There may be the odd 

thing that I have said that,all right,that I would not say on reflection. 

But, that is not the kind of thing that I am talking about. I am talking 

about the kind of mean, vicious attack on people who cannot defend themselves 

who are proposed for anything in a mad, insane desire to defeat the 

government in what the Opposition thinks is going to be an election 

this year. 

Now, in Ontario, Mr. Speaker, just within the last month, a 

former Member of Parliament, Mr. Arthur Maloney has just been appointed 

ombudsman. There is the Globe And Mail of M~y 23 - Maloney is appointed 

Ontario ombudsman at $60,000 a year. Of course the Opposition,and the 

Member for Rell Island is the worse of them, that little open line 

hound, that little hound dog that runs with his mouth open. Re is 

like Pavlov's dog. When he hears there is an open line show, he is 
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there slavering to get on the open line show with his distortions and 

exaggerations. He has been on the open line shows slavering about the 

Province since the P.ouse of Assembly adjourned a month ago, slavering, 

slavering -

MR . SIMKINS : Who is attacking now? Who is attacking now? 

AN RONOUP.ABLE ME"BER: I am glad you are attacking -

'MR. SPEAKER: 

_MR. CROSBIE : 

Order, please! 

I am addressing myself to the Member for Bell Island who 

is slavering on the open line shows saying that Ambrose Peddle is 

going to get $40,000 a year if he is appointed. Nots word of truth 

IB-2 

in it, and he knows it. Now, here is the ombudsman in Ontario - $60,000 

a year. The ombudsman in Newfoundland if appointed is going to get $27,000 

or $28,000 whatever the chief magistrate of the Province gets, not $40,000 

a year as the honourable exaggerator from Bell Island was saying. So, 

Arthur Maloney -

'MR .• NEARY: What! I did not: say that. 

1-'R. CROSBIE: $40,000. 

f-'l!. SPEAKE~ : Order, please! 

t.fR. C.POSBIE: Friday, May 23, the Globe And Mail, Maloney is appointed 

Ontario ombudsman. Well, ~-rho is Arthur Maloney? He is a criminal lawyer 

in Toronto and he has been appointed Ontario's first: provincial 

omhndsman. The Preuder, 1-'r. Davis, put forward his name. It met immediate 

acceptance by all parties. Mr. Maloney said he has given a lot of 

anxious thought to whether he will accept or not and so on and so forth. 

He is a former Conservative M.P. for Toronto-Parkdale riding from 1957 

to 1Q62. He is a former member of the House of Commons, P.C. member 

for Toronto-Parkdale. Did that drive them rabid in Ontario? Did they 

go berserk with the desperate rapacity of a government in Ontario that 

would dare to appoint a former member of parliament and a P.C. at that to 

the post of ombudsman? Did they go rancid? nid editorials 

crack out all over the place attacking this savage act of political 

corruption and political patronage as the honourable Leeder of the 

Opposition here. Re went berserk. He never heard of such political 

corruption and patronage in his life. What a short memory he has got! 

Did they go berserk in Ontario? Did the Liberal Opposition get 

rancid? They have an election in Ontario this year. They are sure to 
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have one this yeai:. We are not snre of having one this yeaT. We can 

go until 1-pTil of 1977, you know, or evco longer if we adopt the 

Small~ood pi:ecedent. We can go until pei:haos Decemhei: of 1977 and 

Ill-) 

we can cling t'n with our Hnzt?rnails and cling on wtth our toemlils 

the same as Hr . Smallwood. llut, the honoural;,le gentleman are worded 

we might go tomorrow or this year. We might or it might he next year . 

~ut, in Ontario they are going this year . It is pretty definite. 

Did the l,ihetal Opposition go berser k? !lid they attack Mr . 

Maloney 's character? nirl they attac~ him viciously? nid they say 

he w•s unsuited for t he office hecaue he was a P .C, 
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MR. CROSBIE: becaue he had been a member of Parliament! No, they 

did not. They did not. The Leader of the Opposition, what :Ls the 

gentleman's name up there, Nixon, Nixon welcomed his appointment. 

Did the N.D.P. get: a bit: annoyed that a P.C. had been appointed 

Ombudsman in Ontario? One might: think that the N.D.P. would get 

annoyed with that, they are so pure. They are the purest of the 

pure. Did they get annoyed? No,"Liberal Leader Robert: Nixon 

said he was impressed with the government's appointment: of 

Kr. Maloney. His reputation is such that: if he were to even suggest 

any government agency was holding back on him it would be enough to 

destroy that: agency." Stephen Lewis, the new Deomocrat::l.c Leader, said 

•Kr. Maloney was a man with a real feeling for social justice and a 

remarkable grasp of simple human problems. I like the appointment: 

of Arthur Maloney. From my knowledge of him he will make an 

Ombudsman at least: equal to Morton Schulman." That: is the N.D.-P. Leader 

up in Ontario. Not taking what: might: be a political advantage to attack 

Arthur Maloney and to say that: because he was a former P.C. member of the 

House the thing :Ls doomed forever, and make the kind of cheap political 

attack that was made here a month ago and will be repeated, Kr. Speaker, 

I forecast, it will be repeated here today. We will hear a day now 

and perhaps tomorrow, of invidious attack on poor Ambrose Peddle. That 

is what we will get from honourable gentlemen opposite. 

Now they will couch it in terms, they will say now Ailbrose Peddle 

is a fine man, yon Ambrose Peddle is an honourable man,they will say, 

yon Cassius is an honourable man, that is what they will say, but after 

sayinR that they will knife him in every direction, every rib of his 

will get stabbed and stamped on during this debate by the honourable 

gentleman opposite. 

They will say he is not fit for the post because he was a P.C. 

member of the House. There is nothing wrong with Mr. Peddle, they will 

say, we are sure he will do a wonderful job, but it is corruption, it is 

inequity at its worst, it is patronage. That is what we will have to endure 

for the next day or two, unless honourable gentlemen pleasantly sotj,rise 
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me. They may p.;et up and say, genetlemen we went too far a mont\, apo. 

We have reconsidered. We do not want to slander and harass Arnbrosr 

Peddle any longer. We made a mistake. We are prepared to r ive the 

man a chance. We agree he is an honourable Newfoundlander with a lot 

of experience in fields that will be very relevant for the Provincial 

Ombudsman and therefore we are withdrawfof.' our opposition. They have 

a chance to do that. If they do, ~r. Speaker, I will r.et up and 

apologize and say what a fine hunch I think they are on a temporary 

basis, on this particular, on this particular. 

But I do not think I am going to have to do that. I do not thin!• 

I am going to have to do that. I do not think I am poinr. to havP. to do 

it. All right. Now what did Mr. Maloney say about the post of 

Ombudsman? He said, he viewed the role of the Ombudsman as an extension 

or adjunct to the job performed by the member of the Legislature for 

his constituents. Besides investip.ating complaints brought to his 

attention by individual citizens, he said it would be his duty to 

initiate investigations in the problems he might see, or read about or 

hear about. Re regarded it as an extension or adjunct to the job 

performed by a mE!l'ber of the Legislature for his constituents. 

Now that is certainly, that is certainly true, Mr. Speaker, and 

that being the case what better experience,if one is fitted in character, 

what better experience could one have for a job than that one have 

been, as Ambrose Peddle has been, mayor, first Mayor of the Town of 

Windsor, Newfoundland for five and one half years, five and a half years 

Mayor of Windsor, one of our larger towns. And then from 1962 to 

1966 a member of this House of Assembly here in Newfoundland and then 

from 1967 to 1971, I guess it was 1971, 1967 to 1971, or 1968 to 

1971 whatever it was during that term of Parliament he was the Member of 

Parliament for Grand Falls - White Bay-Labrador in the House of Commons 

at Ottawa. So that is eight to nine years experience in these two Houses, 

also with experience in the Civil Service both before and after Confederation 

and then he has conducted his own business for about a dozen years ancl was {nvolv<'c! 

in all kinds of other community activities. Widely known and respected 
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111 the Pr.ovince, a man of integrity, always a gentlemanJ Now how 

could that background not suit Ambros!! Peddle to be the first 

Omb'!ldsman in this Province? What Jllllkes that appoin~t so ball 

apart fJ'OIII the fact that honourable gentlemen opposite object to the 

fact that Mr. Peddle ·was known. to have supported the P.C. Party. I.f it: 

was a fot'l!ler Liberal member -of the House of Assembly, or a former 

Liberal member of the Hous·e of COIDIIIOJUJ, honourable gentlemen opposite 
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would have cheered the appointment. They would have cheered 

it and huzzaed it and said how fitting it was if it had been 

a Liberal. But because Hr. Peddle is in their eyes tainted with 

the mark that he was a P . C.,they cannot understand P.C. appointments. 

They certainly 11ever made any. If it had been a Liberal then they 

would have cheered, roared and given loud huzzas. 

So here we are we are proposing to this House Mr. l\mbrose 

Hubert Peddle, five and a half years Mayor of Hindsor, four year1a 

a memt-er of this House, four years, four years a Member of the 

Parliament of Canada, experienced in business and all kinds of 

connnunity activities. And as far as we know Pe have not heard 

one word against his character or his reputation, known as arr.an 

of integrity and common sense, devoted ten years, fourteen - what 

is it? - he devoted about twelve or fourteen years to the public 

life of Newfoundland to helping to try to solve the problems of 

individuals, indenendent type, not the tyne that can be swayed 

by anyone, who has been appointed to an independent post where 

he can only be removed by a resolution of this House of Assem1'ly, 

where he does not have to kowtow to anyone, where he is completely 

independent, where his salary is independent the same as the 

Auditor General, where he becomes an officer of this House, and 

where he has the duties set out in a Parliamentary Commissioner 

(Ombudsman) Act with the emendments that that has been given recently 

and with his salary set so he gets the same salary as the chief 

magistrate and does not have to be dealt with individually on 

salary any longer 1-oecause if the magistrates salaries goes up his 

will go up, and it will not depend on anything that he has done or 

not done. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is absolutely nothing wronr.: 

in fact we should be proud and members of this House should he 

proud to vote for the appointment of Ambrose Peddle as a Parliamentary 

Commissioner. There had heen Ombudsmen appointed in some jurisdictionR

One was an ex-R.C.}l,P. Superinl!endent. Well,what fits an R.C.M.P. 

Superintendent to be a better Ombudsman than somebody who has r.ot 

experience in the House of Commons and in the House of Assembly and 

in public life? I would think that he would be less suited. An 
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R.C.M.P. Superintendent or whatever has never had to deal with 

individuala problems, people who are confused by the bureaucracy, 

who do not know what department to go to or to have some problem 

that their member has to look after for them. An R.C.M.P. 

Superintendent has no connection whatsoever, never had any 

previous experience in those kinds of things. In fact,R.C.M.P. 

Superintendents are not normally known as the heroes of civil 

rights advocates. It is quite the opposite. 

'!That would make a clergyman any better suited to be 

Parliamentary Ombudsman than Ambrose Peddle? Is there any particular 

quality about a clergyman, as a class,clergyman that make thm 

any better suited? You have to look at the individual involved. 

Reverend X may be a fantastic and fine man, and Reverend Y may be 

something entirely different. One ex-member of this Bouse may be 

one type of character and one kind of person, and the second ex-member 

may be something entirely different. Are we all to branded and 

categorized as not fit for appointment to any kind of post at all 

in public service, involving any kind of public trust once we are 

finished here simply because we were members of this Bouse? I do 

not think so. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I could say a lot more. And I do not 

intend to ~ay a lot more. I would rather wait and see what the 

Opposition is going to say. 'Whether they felt any qualms of 

conscience at the kind of outcry that they raised a month ago when 

this was first mooted to this Bouse, whether they want to continue 

in that kind of outcry and damage the position before it even gets 

well established, you know, whether they will continue that kind of 

tactic, or whether they will be a little more statesmanlike and 

a~ree that Ambrose Peddle, P.C. or no P.C., former P.C. or whatever 

he was,is a very situable person for this post. By the way, Mr, 

Mahoney in this article here points out that as from the date of 

his appointment he will give up his membership in the Conservative 

Party and avoid any political affiliations from this day forward, 

the same as Ambrose Peddle, of course, would do. 
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There is only one other thing that might be mentioned, 

Mr. Speaker, and that is this kind of a hullabaloo is not kicked 

up when some ex-member of this House or the House of CoDDDOns gets 

appointed to the Bench. And there have been dozens, and there 

have been hundreds of judicial appointments in Canada of ex

members of the House of Commons and the House of Assembly who 

have been appointed to the Bench, and never a word said,as 

properly there should not be said,about those appoinbnents as 

long as they are qualified for the post no matter what parties they 

belonged to. So why the great outcry about the appointment of 

Ambrose P~ddle to the position of Ombudsman? 

We know, of course, one reason why the Opposition is making 

a cry, they think there is something to it politically, that they 

can paint it as something infamous. Well they are going to have 

quite a job to paint this as anything very infamous. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it may be and I hope that it is, it may 

be that the Opposition will now save a lot of the time of this House, 

repair a lot of the damage they have caused by agreeing with us now 

to lllOVe unanimously that the question be put and that we deal with 

this resolution right now without anything further exceDt a few 

complimentary words from whoever is going to speak on behalf of the 

Opposition opposite. 

I hope so and I sm proud, Mr. Speaker, and delighted to 

have the privilege of moving this resolution that Ambrose Rubert 

Peddle be appointed the first Parliamentary Commissioner or 

Ombudsman in the Province of Newfoundland. We have looked for several 

years and he is the best qualified man we have been able to find for 

the job and I have' every confidence that 
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he will be a first class ombudsman who wi.11 deal without fear or favour 

with anything that comes before him or anything he initiates himself 

in looking into any of the administrative or other actions of this 

governl'lent or whatever other governments follow behind it. 

MR. SPRAKER: Just hefore I recognize the honourable Member for 

Hermitage I am merely going to say that I looked at the standing 

order again and the questions as given notice of by the honourable 

~,ember for Bell Island are in order and shall be debated at five 

thirty this afternoon. 

The honourable Member for Hermitage. 

MR. R. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to have some things to 

sav on motion number three, the motion that was to have been moved by 

the Premier, the Premier who was in his seat until Orders of the Day 

were called, was here right from three o'clock,but for some reason 

had to skip out. I am sure he could have used his influence with 

the House Leader to have the calling of the motion deferred until be 

could ~et back into the House. So, I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that his 

being out of the House was rather contrived and rather deliberate, 

rather convenient. I would suggest he is out of the House so he 

would not have to :Introduce this particular motion. I would suggest, 

Mr. Speaker -

l,<P,.. SPEAKER: Order, please: Order, please: The Chair feels that the 

honourable Menber for Hermitage is really questioning the motives of 

the Premi.er in saying that he was deliberately out of the House so 

he Pould not have to introduce this motion. Certainly, that is out 

of order. 

nt. s:i;MrfONS: Mr. Speaker, if that is all, of course, I have no hesitatinn 

in •,;.,ithdrawing it. The Premier will have an opportunity to speak for himself. 

I can only ~"Onder out loud,~- Speaker, as to why the Premier does not 

introduce this motion himself, a motion that has a fair amount of import 

for all the people of Newfoundland. It stands in h:fs name on the Order 

Paper. Certainly arrangements could have been made for it to have been 

called in his presence but instead it gets called :In his absence, what-

ever the reason for his absence may be. Ue can speculate on that. I 

would have- liked to have heard the Premier give us acme argument which, 
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by the way, the Minister of 'Fisheries failed miserably to do. Any 

argument as to the wisdom of this particular appointment and why in 

particular, this is the whole meat of the motion, ~,r. Speaker, 

why the particular person named in the motion was indeed the hest 

possible appo:lntee. ?low, the minister only in his very last 

statement, :In his concluding sentence said something to the effect 

that it was by far the best appointment. l!e did not tell me why. 

He certainly convinced me that Ontario probably has a good appointment. 

It certainly has an appointment that the people of Ontario can live 

with as is demonstrated in the press reports. I read a writeup in 

.IJ.ms:, I think, :In the past few days about this Kr. !-'.aloney. There 

is no doubt about his credentials for the job and no doubt about 

his acceptance by the people of Ontario,whether the leaders of 

political parties or other people in the public eye, no question 

about his acceptance and his acceptability. But I do not believe 

our motion refers particularly to Mr. l-1'.aloney although the 1~inister 

of Fisheries spent fully two-thirds of his time talking about the 

propriety of that particular appointment. We are talking about 

another individual here, lfr. Speaker. We are talking about the 

proposal to anpoint one Ambrose Hubert Peddle. 

Now the minister in his usual clowning circus-like fashion 

raved on about the vicious attack that had been made on an individual. 

But he did admit he was absent at the time. He chose not to tell us 

where he was but we have an idea • 
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He did admit t:o being absent:, and obviously either read the preee 

reports wron~ly or the press reported wrongly what: went on. I have 

sat here during the period that colleagues on my side of the House 

spoke on this matter a month or so ago. I do not recall any particularly 

vicious attack. Indeed I think it exists only in the mind of t:he 

~finister of Fisheries. That is understandable. That is understandable, 

~r. Speaker. A lot of vicious things exist only in hie mind. There 

was no vicious attack. Let us call spades spades, Mr. Speaker. 

What we are talking about is whether the gentleman whose neme 

Is proposed in this resolution is the man best able to perform the role. 

If he is not, I say, Mr. Sneaker, that the onus is on t:he Premier and 

his colleagues in cabinet to find t:he man hest able. Now, what are 

we talking about? Are we talking shout some position of trust as the 

Vfnfster of Fisheries would say? He says, are we all branded now having 

heen in this Rouse, as being 1mfit in the future t:o hold any position of 

trust. lie knows that is not the issue at all. Of course we are not so 

branded. 

The issue is ~-hether the gentleman who is being proposed will be 

completely approachable by every Newfoundlander,because that: is what 

the jnb of ombudsman is all about, whether he wi111 whether each 

Newfoundlander will have access to that person. And there exists in 

the puhlic mind, and, Mr. Speaker, we did not start this outcry against: 

the nrorosed appointment. I would say we have joined in the outcry 

because we have felt that it is the proper and honourable thing to 

do. We dicl not initiate this outcry all over the Province,and there 

is an outcry, not only in the editorial pages, Mr. Speaker, but from 

a number of individuals who understand the role of ombudsman and who 

are concerned ahout it. 

1 say to the Premier now, if he is within the hearing of my voice, 

I say to him that even if at the time he made the decision or whoever 

made the decision to recommend this nam~, even if at that time he 

and his colleagues felt it was the wisest choice, it has certainly 

heen demonstrated to him since then that it is not the wisest choice. 

no matter how impeccable the man's credentials may be, no matter how 

competent he may be, the issue is now simply that i~ has been demonstrated 
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by the public outcry, not just something contrived or manufactured 

by us on this side of the House, but a legitimate and fairly widespread 

public outcry against the appointment of this individual, for that 

reason alone, Mr. Speaker, irrespective of how impeccable his credentials 

may be, for that reason alone, namely the lack of public Pcceptance, 

for that reason alone this proposed appointment is unacceptable hecause 

it is the people of Newfoundland, the ordinary people of Newfoundland 

who will have to approach this particular person. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what we are talking about here in the last -

today and in the last month is not something new. We are not srtting 

any real precedents in tenns of setting up an ombudsman. The omhudsrnan 

goes back a long way in Scandinavia, I think, to 1803 or 1809 or somewhc.re 

arolDld there or the first part of the nineteenth century. 'l'hey in 

the Scandinavian countries have a long tradition of ombudsmen. They 

can draw on a valuable fmid of experience as to what are the pitfalls. 

Feading the literature, one of the clearer pitfalls and a pitfall that 

the Scandinavian people have not fallen into is the appointment of a 

politically rartisan person. 

Now, we have heard from the 1finister of Fisheries at length about 

what applies in Ontario. Re choose to skate over what applies in the 

other six or seftn provinces where we have 0111budsmen and have had them 

for some time. So, for the henefit of the record let us just have a 

look at what is happening in other provinces. The minister dealt with 

Ontario where we have a very competent criminal lawyer who also I believe 

sat as a newiber of the House of Commons, as a Conservative member of the 

House of CODDOns and whose appointment was well received by 

6307 



June 5, 1975 Tape No. 2105 NM - 1 

MR. SIMMONS: all concerned if you can judge by press reports. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, other Provinces, P.E.I. they have no legislation at 

tne moment affecting an Ombudsman. New Brunswick, they do have an 

Ombudsman and he is one - I am sorry, not New Brunswick but Nova 

Scotia first of all, the Ombudsman there is one Dr. Harry Smith, 

appointed about four years ago. That appointment had the prior 

concurrence of the Leader of the Opposition before it was announced 

to the Rouse by the Premier. It was done in consultation with the 

various parties in the House in Nova Scotia so that there could be 

no such public confrontation as we have had to get into right here. 

And I suggest that if the Premier were anxious to appoint the best 

Ombudsman to the job and anxious to pave the way to see that he could 

do an effective job as an Ombudsman, the Premier would have done some 

of his homework privately like this too, instead of parading it out in 

his usual confrontation style, daring people to take him on. 

Nova Scotia,as I say,did it in consultation. Dr. Smith the 

present appointee of course is a man who is an academic by background, who 

has had no political, that is to say no party affiliation, never been 

a party worker and never sought an election as a candidate for any particular 

party. What his credentials are otherwise, well I just told you, they are 

those of an academic and he was involved at the Nova Scotia Teachers College 

in the French Department and so on but what his credentials are for Ombudsman 

I do not intend to comment on. I am just wanting to demonstate at this 

point, Mr. Speaker, that appointees in other Provinces, with the exce,tion 

of Ontario, have had no involvement in party politics whatsoever. 

New Brunswick has had an Ombudsman since 1967. Three persons have 

held that office. Dr. Flemington until his death was a clergyman, 

an educator, a soldier, a public servant, and a professor at Mo1mt 

Allison University, then President of the University for seventeen years 

and then involved for a number of years with CIDA, the Canadian International 

Development Agency before becoming Ombudsman. 

His successor, Mr. Charles Leger served until his death in 1973. He 

was a lawyer involved in the Barristers Society of New Brunswick, a Chairman 
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of the Town Planning Commission of Moncton, Director of the Community 

Chest, and again no involvement in political office. And the present 

Ombudsman in New Brtmswick,Mr. George McAllister,was the Dean of the 

University of New Brunswick's Law School until his apointment as 

Ombudsman. 

In Quebec the Ombudsman there,called the Public Protector, 

Louis Marceau, was the Dean of Law at Laval University before 

being appointed and was aligned with no political party according 

to the record. Ontario we have heard about already, Mr. Maloney. 

In Manitoba, they have had an Ombudsman since 1970, Mr. George Mu!tsby 

and he was involved as an R.C.M.P. Officer and as Chief of Police for one 

of the suburban parts of Winnipeg. No political background. 

In Saskatchewan they have had an Ombudsman since 1973, Mr. Earnest 

Boychuk. This is interesting here, Mr. Speaker, the mett•N: nf selection 

in Saskatchewan is of particular interest. Applicant• were selected by 

advertisement across Canada and interviews were conducted by the Secretary 

to Cabinet and the Clerk of the House of Assembly. They interviewed 

several people including Mr. Boychuk and finally they reconnended his 

name to the House in Saskatchewan. He had been a lfa~istrate of the 

.Provincial Court in Saskatchewan and was connected with no political 

party. 

In Alberta the first appointee was Mr. George McClellan, retired 

Colllnissioner of the R.C.K.P. and he was succeeded by nr; Randell Ivany 

in 1974 who had been a clergyman and a professional electrical engineer, 

in both cases no party affiliation. 
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~r. Speaker, here is a summary of the backgrounds if you like of the 

various olllhudsmen who are or ~ho have held the post of ombudsman across 

Canada. 

AN HONOURABLE ME~ER: Very well read. 

IB-1 

~- ~I~NS: And with the exception of the Ontario one, which we have 

heard about already, none of these people have had any affiliation 

with any party whatsoever. Now, Mr. Speaker, again we are not espousing 

anything that is particularly new right here. If we go back to the 

Select Committee set up by this House, oh some years ago, 1969, I believe, 

we will see there that the committee, the Select Committee,was pretty 

concerned then that the ombudsman should be a person who was free from 

all kinds of pressure or biasses insofar as nolitics were ~oncerned. 

~ow, the Select C011111ittee as some will recall included the present 

uinister of Justice, the ~ember for Burin, the present ~inister of 

Tourism, the present Leader of the Opposition. Only those three, Mr. 

Speaker, are present -

!-'R. y,qJRPHY: Row many meetings did they hold? 

MR. SIH"IONS: I have no idea, Mr. Speaker. 

_1-'R. 'MURPHY: Not one! Not one! 

MP.. SI~S: I have no idea, Mr. Speaker, -

MR • SPEAKER: Order, please! 

"MR. SI~ONS: - how many meetings they had if they had any. I can only 

go hy the renort. I do not see any minority report here from the Minister 

of Tourism. 

MF. RICKEY: 

'1R. SIMmNS: 

We did not get an opportunity to submit one. 

I do not see any minority report from the Minister of Justice. 

J have checked the records of the House for that period. I do not see any 

rlace where the 'Minist.er of Tourism or the Minister of Justice took exception 

to any part of the report. So, I can only assume, Mr. Speaker, that they 

endorsed the report. But whether or not they endorsed the full report or 

not is not my point at this time because they have had opportunities since, 

~r. Speaker, to introduce some amendments which they have done. So, I 

am not going to get particularly sidetracked about whether or not they had 

one meeting or nine or ten. That is not important to what I find in this 

document because if you vent by the 
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validity of this document - I will refer to eome comments hy the 

Minister of Justice and others right in the House of Assembly,and 

perhaps then they will question the Hansard record. 

The Select Committee, Mr. Speaker, was particularly concerned, and 

in their recommendation to the llouse of Assembly in 19f.9, their recnmmendations 

as to the qualifications of the proposed ombudsman, they said in part -

now, I can only assume, Mr. Speaker, that this is the Member for Durin, 

the Member for St. John's East Extern, the Leader of the Opposition -

the only three members who are presently sitting in the House - plus some 

other members who are no longer in the House, ~r. Nolan, Dr. Frecker, 

Mr, Hodder, Mr. Noel. I can only assume that this report represents 

the viewpoints of these particular people. 

In any event it recommended in terms of qnalifications, he should 

be a man not too young,not too old, not too rigid an outlook. He should 

be able to view problems and cases with objectivity rather than 

sentimentality. He must be non-political. Now, t'r. Speaker, if you 

will notice what has gone before, they have been saying he should be 

a man not too young,he should be able to view problems etc, Rut, then 

when they get to the matter of poU.tics, they change from should and 

they say, he must be non-political, like a judge and secure from 

interference, fie must not he a member of the ttouse nor hold any office 

or employm,ent and so on, 

Then they quote from the Swedish ombudsman as reported by a 

Mr. Anderman in the American Journal of Comparative Law as follows: 

"To be effective, the ombudsman must maintain the respect of other 

public officials, the public and particularly the parliament who elect 

him. He must not be cowed by high ranking officials nar should he he 

unwilling when necessary to take an unpopular position. fie must be 

a strong individual. He must also endeavor to remain above party 

politics, To a certain extent the requirement of a judicial backp;round .. 
aids in selecting a relatively non-political nominee. 

That is part of the foundation, ~r. Speaker, on which our present 

legislation is built. An overriding concern by the Minister of Tourism, 

the Minister of Justice, the Leader of the Opposition, that we appoint to 

the office somebody who would command a respect of the entf re pub lie, ,mrl 

sowbody 
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in particular who would have no association with party politics. 

''P-. A. l-'{fRPRY: The honourable member would not make a judge of that. 

HR. SP.".'IONS: I read it out, yes. 

' ·T..:...~l'R.PHY: I am wondering if that says like a judge. 

''R. sn~m~s : ----- --- Oh, yes! }fr. Speaker, for the benefit of the member 

for St. John's Centre I read in part, I think there was something 

like a judge here at one point. Just hang on now. Yes, it is. 

(}uote, this is from the report of the COTllil\ittee itself now, not 

the ouotation from Sweden but the report of the Co1111'1.ittee, "Re 

must he non-political, like a judge 1 and secure from interference." 

t,IP-.• 1-IL'Rl'~: Judge Noel said that, did he not? 

!'R . SIMMONS: Pardon? 

?1R . ~WRP__!!!_: Judge Noel said that. 

~'R . ROHE: There is a comma in between -- ---
?~. SU!MONS: 

here all night. 

Do not trv and explain it to him "Fred". We will be 

ml.. ROWE: We will put him in a daycare centre when we get them 

set up, 

!'"lR. S IMJ,!QNS : Mr . Speaker, I have also checked the verbatim report 

of the House for 1970 when this matter was discussed here in the House 

and I find the Minister of Justice,who must be party to this resolution, 

I would assume it hacl had his concurrence, I assume the Premier checked 

uith his colleagues before he brought the resolution in,and I find him, 

the :1inister of Justice in this verbatim report on page 3761 of 

~•onday, nay 11, 1970 saying the following, "To my knowledge and to 

the knowledge of the members of the Select Committee we could not 

find any evidence of any former politician having ever been appointed 

to the position of ombudsman, and the reason for it is that this man 

i s jn the s ame position, he has to be, as the man who was appointed 

to the hench of the Supreme Court or any other judicial body;'and so 

ho ?, oes on. T.he >,finister of Justice at that particular time ~•as 
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particularly concerned that no one who had been involved in partisan 

politics should be appointed as ombudsman. Our sin now,and the sin 

for which we had to put up with the nastiness of which only the 

Minister of Fisheries is capable, the sin for which we had to listen 

to that diatribe again this afternoon, Mr. Speaker, he,entertaining 

hflllself and nobody else ~rlth his new heights and depths of nastiness, 

our sin, Mr. Speaker, is for saying what his colleague, the Minister 

of Justice,said five years ago. Our sin is that we say that no matter 

what the competence of the individual being proposed is, his record is 

one of a political partisan and for that he is unacceptable, not to hold 

any office of public trust as the minister puts it, no, of course not. 

We are talking about one particular office, an office that is li~e no 

other office in thP public sector, Mr. Speaker, an office that must be 

COlll]>letely approachable by every Newfoundlander, every Newfoundlander. 

Mil. BARRY: (First part inaudible.) - a judge IILl&t go by the law. 

MR. SD!MONS: I would even go so far as to say, Mr. Speaker, in response 

to the interjection from the Minister of Mines, I would go even so far 

as to say that even more than a judge, he has to be even more approach

able because there are other methods, Mr. Speaker. If the judge -

Mil. NEARY: Bow come a Tory got appointed recently to a judgeship too'l 

MR. SIMK>NS : If the judge, Mr. Speaker, is not completely approachable, 

although I hope he would be,and if for some reason he is not, there arP 

other recourses. There are lots of precedents, Mr. Syeaker, where a 

person has requested and been tried by another magistrate because of 

s0111e particular personal circt.anstance which pertains between the 

defendent and the judge or the magistrate. There are all kinds of 

examples, Mr. Speaker, where the defendent or the would-be defendent 

has another course of action hecauAe there are other judges and there 

are other magistrates. But that is not the case, Mr. Speaker, 'l'rlth 

the ombudsman, not the case. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the epitome of dignity in this Rouse, the man 

who keeps screaming that the dignity of the House is going to be lowered, 

ia now doing his best to elevate it as usual. He has not stopped yappinp,, 

Mr. Speaker, since I started, like a cracky. If he could only be as silent 
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rip.ht now as he would lflr.e us to be at times, I would have much less 

difficulty in getting on with this. The epitome of dignity, the man 

~>ho is alwavg upholding the traditions of the House. 

JlR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

/IN !IONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 
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~. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. SIMMONS: What nonsense he is. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

IR-1 

I will remind the honourable me~rs that when a member is speaking 

he does have the right to be heard in silence. If the honourable member 

opposite, or if any honourable member opposite provokes, or says something 

re the speech being made by the honourable Member for Hennitage, then that 

still does not give the hononrable ~ember for Hermitage the right to 

reply even though he might feel like doing so. lie is certainly not 

-being relevant to this resolution. 

~- SIMMONS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I got the message. 

Now, l"r. Speaker, while we are talking about the remarks that were 

made back in 1970 when this matter was debated in the Rouse, it is proba~ly 

"appropriate that we should refer to some remarks that were made by the 

present Minister of Fisheries whose views on this matter, of course, we 

heard just now, I presume his only views on the matter. 

of words, Mr. Speaker. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: No action. 

We heard lots 

MR. Siffll>NS: Indeed in some respects they made more sense than they 

make right now. What he was saying then makes an awful lot more sense 

than the diatribe we heard this afternoon, Kr. Speaker. It is certainly 

more pertinent to the motion or the resolution under debate. 

MR. F. ROWE: Was he Liberal or P.C. then? 

MR. SIMMOIIS: Well, he was crossing. It depended on what day, you see . 

It does not tell. There is no box • core in here. So, it is hard to tell. 

It depends on what particular day it was, whether he was Liberal or Tory 

or Independent or Reformed or Deformed or whatever the party was he had 

at tbe particular time. But, he was certainly articulate about the 

ombudsman's job as you will see in a minute. 

I read now, Mr. Speaker, from Monday, April 27, 1970, page 2891. 

I am quoting the present Minister of Fisberies who was then not the 

Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. F .• ROWE: Political hybrid. 
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MR. Slmq)NS: I am quoting from him. "The person appointed a parliamentary 

commissioner must - (not too grannatical but that is -we will try it again). 

The person -

AN HONOUP.ABLE MD'BER: What are you doing? 

•~. Sl)A1"0NS: I am trying to make some grammar out of what the minister 

has here. 

''The person appointed a parliamentary commissioner must absolutely 

fair - I suppose he means must be absolutely fair -"not ever afraid of .. 
a fuss 'lo1ith the government, the type who will just not give a damn, (it 

vas parliamentary in those days) is going to press on ir~egardless. He 

has got to be that type of person. It is not good in bringing in some 

person who is ready for retirement from public life or ready for retirement 

from anything." I presume from that he means including politics. But• these 

are not his words. He sairl, "Or ready for retirement from ;anything." 

Now, is Kr. Peddle retired from politics~or is he planning, is 

this just a little interlude? Is he going back to politics when it is 

all over? The minister then said, "Not someone who is ready for retirement 

from anything. Re has got to be the crusty, unreasonable type." Sounds 

like he is making a job for himself there. "Got to be the crusty, 

unreasonable type who gets his teeth into something." Even the Member 

for Burgeo might have applied if there had been applications for the 

position, ~r. Speaker. This is good this is. Literature - this should 

he in the high schools. Is the Minister of Education here? 

AN HONOURABLE ~ER: It has got to be simple for you to understand it. 

'11!. F. ROWE: How not to do it. 

MR. SIJ,!!,fONS: "Re has got to be the crusty, unreasonable type who gets 

his teeth into something and will never let it go, that will go right 

for the government's jugular as soon as he finds a case of injustice. 

He will find lots of them. He will find lots of them in this Province. 

Ile has got to be the type who goes right for the throat and not care 

tf he is ROing to he bumped out by the House of Assembly or diSlllissed 

hy the Lieutenant-Governor in Council a few months later. That is the 

type that you have to have if this bill is going to be any good at all, 

Mr. SpPaker. And, Kr. Speaker, I would like to have someone's assurance •••• " 

And he p,oes on then to make a case for them be~ng sble to investigate the 
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•arloas coaaiss:Lons, the Power CODlldsaion ~cl the Liquor c~~sion about 

whi.ch he had aome particular :hangups at t:hat -ti• and so on and so on • 

.AN BOR01JRABLE MEMBER: Bear! Beu? 

Mil. SDll)RS: Bu.t, an-,way, Hr. Speaker, without pasa:lng any judgements, 

I jut ask the ·question whether the desc'Ei.pti°'1 we haft just· read about 

tbe fearless., unreasGDable, crusty, tauetlrecl jugular-gnd>bing type 

1-. Allb~se t>eddl~. 
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AN HON. MEMBER: Hear! Hear! light on! 

MR. SillMONS: ------ Now, Mr. Speaker, there is something about 

I guess it is my past association with the present Minister of 
~ 

PK - 1 

Justice that I read every word he has written - every word he said 

I should say - every word he said because I keep hoping that 

somewhere -

MR. BICDIAH: Trying to learn something about leadership. 

MR. S IMHDNS : Yes, that is right. I keep hoping that somewhere 

I will find some more things that I wrote for him, -

AN HON. MEMBER: 

?-fR. SIMMONS: 

Inaudible. 

- like that tremendous education,·.speech I wrote 

for him and to which I referred in the last session. 

MR. EVANS: Inaudible. 

MR. SIMMONS: But I must say I take no particular credit 

for this. He probably consulted iae on it, and I probably gave 

him the benefit of my long experience at the time. But these 

t-.•ords are his own 1I believe, Mr. Speaker. I did not write them. 

But they were said on Tuesday April 28, 1970, and I am reading 

from nage 2~43 quoting some more itmnortal words from the present 

Minister of Justice, the aspirant to a judgeship,but at present 

the ~inister of Justice temporarily anyway. And he goes on to 

say, Mr. Sneaker, what kind of person we have to have as an 

Omhudsman. And I quote, "A cOlllpletely, fearless. unbiased man 

not susceptible to political influence, not susceptible to 

r,olitical appointment, and not susceptible to the wishes of an 

overhearing government.'' 

'fr. Speaker, we saw again - I always get captivated by the 

performance of the Minister of Fisheries, but beyond the captivation 

there is another feeling, one of genuine fear. I find myself 

saying if he is willing to bully like that in public how much 

does he really hully in private. If he is rilling to be that 

overbearing in public where the press are watching us,how over

bearing can he be if he had to deal some day with an Ombudsman 

who is also an old friend of his, an old political partner of his. 

How overbearing could he be, Mr. Speaker, if we are to judge by 
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bow ruthless he can be in his dealings right here 1n this particular 

House? And I would not want to be Mr. Peddle. I woul~ not want 

to be Mr. Peddle as the Ombudsman if the ~inister of Fisheries 

were still the Minister of Fisheries at that particular time. 

He must be - I am using the words of my friend, the Minister of 

Justice, ''Be •••t be an unbiased man not susceptible to political 

influence." 

And then, Mr. Speaker, we now come to what must be the 

highlight of these readings this afternoon - I kept the best until 

last-- ve come to a quote from tut great protector of parliamentary 

democracy the present Member for St. John's Centre. Now, Mr. 

Speaker, if you had not had time to think about the need for an 

Ombudsman I tell you,save your time,do not waste your time because 

the Member for St. John's Centre had it solved, had it all solved 

five years ago. He had it right down to a T five y-rs ago. 

I am quoting now for his reference, if someone will find the page 

for him, Tuesday,April 28, 1970, page 2965, and he talks about the 

salary, he feels perhaps it should be a little more than whatever 

it was - I think he was talking about $100,000 at the time, but 

anyway we will go on from there. But then be says, -·111111t I think 

I am trying to be a little more practical, a little 110re down to 

earth on this. This appointment"- he is talking about Ombudsman 

now, Mr. Speaker, and keep in mind that one of the things that the 

· government will tell us that thi~ should ~ave been done long ago. 

Well listen to the House Leader of those days, I believe, 

for the Tories. 
1
1 think I em trying to be a little more practical: 

• he says, a little more down to earth on this. This appointaent 

at this time, in my opinion, would be just as practical as building 

another Elizabeth Towers or just as practical as having a public 

building on the Funk Islands." 
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MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I could think of reasons, reasons of 

humanity why I would like to put a building on the Funk Islands, 

and I would not want the minister to be out there without any 

shelter at all. Just for 9beer humanity I would vote to put a 

building on the Funks, a small one. 

Yes, he says, economicially, and so on, ~speaking with the state 
., 

we are in in our finances period. That is the end of whatever he was going 

~ 

to say right there. But he goes on to say, I cannot see what purpose 

the Ombudsman would serve at this time. We have forty-two members in 

" this House. We have eighteen Cabinet Ministers. How many have they 

p:ot now? 

MR. ROWE: Over ei~hteen. Nineteen. 

HR, THOMS: Nineteen. 

MR. SIMK>NS: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

I see. That is the crowd that was going to have a -

Inaudible, 

MR. SIMK>NS: I see. I see. Well that is a fair number, fair number, 

Eighteen Cabinet Ministers. 

MR. NEARY: Any chance of getting on the gravey train? 

HR. MURPHY: You fell off it. 

MR. SIMMONS: Well the Premier was absent, Mr. Speaker, so he would 

not know. But he is back in now. The minister has introduced the motion 

for him. I am quoting from his colleague back in 1970, what his colleague 

from St. John's Centre had to say about the Ombudsman. 

MD. MURPHY: He was no colleague, he was a Liberal in these days. 

MR. SIMMONS: Who,the Premier was? 

MR. MURPHY: Yes. 

MR. SIMMONS: The Premier? 

MR. MURPHY: Biggest Liberal in the country. 

MR. SIMMONS: Well there were some advantages to fellows crossing the floor 

after all. 

MR. MURPHY: You would never know. 

MR. SIMMONS: Is that right? 

MR. NEARY: We always knews the Liberals went over and took it over over there. 

6320 



Juue 5, 1975 Tape No. 2110 NM - 2 

MR. SIMK>NS: I would certainly rather have them sitting across from 
i 

me than behind me, Mr. Speak.er. 

MR. MURPHY: Only three Tories in the House today. 

MR. SIMK)NS: Yes, and he goes on to say -

MR. NEARY: Marshall, Carter and Wells, one of them got into the Cabinet 

today, first Tory to get into the Cabinet. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. SIMMONS: They have planted a fellow in the Cabinet now and look out. 

Look out, the beginning of the end. 

Mr. Speaker, quoting again from the immortal words of the RTeat 

protector of parliamentary democracy, the Member for St. John's Centre, 

"I think we hold our own with any Province of Canada as far as 

representation is concerned. I think we all try to do our best to speak 

with people on the different grievances and so on.''· Now I will r,et down 

here again. 

MR. MORPHY: Professional efforts, not like you people are doing it -

MR. SIMMONS: Row then,. Mr. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: That is parliamentary. 

MR; SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. SIMKJNS :', That is parliamentary. That is good. That is par for the 

course for the Member for St. John's Centre, Mr. Speaker, power for the 

course. 

MR. NEARY: Keep quiet "Hank". 

MR. MDBPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. ROira: We are going to put you in a daycare centre. 

HJ!.. SIMK>NS: Mr. Speaker, I will tolerate him, Mr. Speaker, he -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SIMMONS: He does not know any better so I can tolerate him if you 

can, Mr. Speaker. 

MR~ ROWE: Sit,boy! Sit,boy: 

MR. SD!MONS: He goes on to say, Mr. Speaker, quoting from the Member for 

• St. John's Centre back in 1970, I do not know the exact words that the honourable 
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minister quoted the other day but we have had one Ombudsman for the 

past number of years back and 1 do not see any reason or hope that 

.. 
that great Ombudsman will be replaced by the one that is coming in and 

so on and so forth. Anyway, the point is that at least one member 

in the Cabinet would just as soon see a building on the Funks as see 

an Omhudsman. He also goes on to say that it is a squandering of the 

public money and I hope we will hear from the Premier~if he decides to 

stay in the House when we close this debate or sometime during it, I hope 

we will hear how they resolve that one and whether they still think it 

is a squandering of public money or whether the Minister of Social 

Serives was once again expressing a personal viewpoint· or as may be 

more likely, if he has very little influence on what the goveTillllent 

does anyway and no 11111tter what he thought about the Ombudsman, if the 

Premier decided they are going to appoint a fellow and if in particular 

decided they were going to appoint Ambrose Peddle, well that was all was 

to be said and the Member for St. John's Centre might just as well shut 

up about his squandering and his raving on about buildings on the Funks 

because the Premier had made up his mind, or somebody has made up his mind 

for him, probably the Minister of Fisheries for that matter, Mr. Speaker. 

Well so far, Mr. Speaker, I have referred to what has happened in 

other parts of Canada, I have referred to the debate that took place here 

when the Ombudsman was to be, when the legislation affecting the Ombudsman 

was brourht in. I think, Mr. Speaker, the burden of what we want to say, 

althour,h it was badly misconstrued by the Minister of Fisheries, he chose 

the old tactics of attempting to confuse by putting words in our mouth that 

were not there, he predicted, falsely again, how we would get up and 

attack the person and say he was a nice person and all that kind of thing. 

Mr. Speaker, look, I have known Mr. Peddle for a long,long time, From 

what I know of him he is a nice fellow. From what I know of him he is 

a gentleman. My father is a gentleman too but I would not make 

him an Ombudsman • 
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Ve are not talking, Mr. Speaker, about whether fellOWII have integrity 

or if they are nice of if they are gentlemen. Ve are not talking 

about those issues at all, Mr. Speaker. That is vhere they get bogged 

down conveniently. They do not look at the real issue. And the real 

issue is one of political partisanship and as a result is he approachable 

by every Newfoundlander. I say, Mr. Speaker, there are thousands of 

Newfoundlanders,particularly in the district of Grand Falls-white Bay- Labrador, 

thousands upon thousands upon tens of thousands, I did not talk to 

those many but I talked to an awful lot of them vhen I vas in Central 

Newfoundland in the last couple of veeks, and they have soae pretty 

strong opinions on the su1,ject of the proposed appointee, Mr. Speaker, 

not because they dislike the fellow personally• not because they think he 

is not 00111Petent, none of these reasons, Mr. Speaker, 

Vbeli -the Premier geta up if be decides to and vheD others get up they vill put 

words in our aouth about bov we were vicious and person.al IIDd that kind of thing. 

I never can decide, Mr. Speaker, whether it is that they have difficulty 

understanding or whether they just conveniently do the kind of thing 

that the KiDister of Fisheries has done. Will they hear the e11Bential 

point that ve are waking? It has to do with the acceptance by the public 

of this aan. And I said in the Preaier 's absence, IIDd I will repeat 

it again for bis benefit, I said that even if at the t:ble he and his 

colleagues agreed on this n•e• even at that tiae if they thought it was 

the beat possible solution, the beat poaaible appointaent the public outcry 

silnce, not only from the Opposition, the Premier knova it has co.e froa 

other sources, a lot of other sources, the editorial colUIID8 have been 

aentioned,aure 1but froa other sources besides that - I think he bas had 

letters frOII private organizations of various kinda. I am sure be has 

had aoae personal flak on the subject, and I am sure people have talked 

to ~ about it personally. I 11111 sure bis colleagues on this aide of the 

Bouse have picked up a fair -ount of flak 011 this proposed appoint.ent~ 

And -I say to h:la even if at the t:lae the_ &tJPoint:ment was decided or the 
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recomnendation was decided he thought it was the best one possible, 

he has got to have some second thoughts nov, Hr. Speaker, in view 

of the clear non-acceptance by a large segment of the public of 

Newfo1D1dland- And let us never forget when all the verbiage is 

done with and when all the arguments have been said and all the 

votes have been taken,that man if he cannot relate - that is asking 

too 111uc:h, he aay not be able to relate. Let 111e say it another way. 

If he is not completely approachable in the minds of every Newfoundlander, 

if he is not completely accessible to every Newfoundlander well then 

he cannot be the Om.budS111an for all Nevfotmdlanders. Nov it is the 

old business. You will never reach, you will never get the ideal, 

you will never have Utopia in this aatter. But why stack the cards 

against him before he begins? Why could not the Preaier have done 

what the Premier of Nova Scotia of that day did? Why could he not 

have either appointed a committee of the Bouse or approached the 

Leader of the Opposition,and for that aatter the Leader of the 

New LabradQr Party who was in the Bouse at the time,and discussed 

possible nolllinees to ensure that the name proposed would 111eet with 

ready acceptance by the people in thls Bouse, and they would shaw 

leadership outside and see that it was accepted around the country? 

MR. SPF.AKER: I would just like to interrupt the honourable 

member to say that he has three minutes left. 

MR. SIMMONS: Hr. Speaker, it is my understanding that I have 

more than that in that I am replying to the minister who opened 

debate on this matter. Could I have a ruling on that before 

I proceed'l 

MR. SPEAKER: 

it. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

The honourable member may continue. I will rule on 

He has unlimited time. 

I am sorry. The Bon. Member for Hermitage did 

speak Thursday after the minister introduced the resolution. Be 

may continue. 

MR. SIMMONS: Is there a limited period? There is not a limited 

period. Is there a limited period, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: Ninety minutes. 
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Mil. SDIIIJBS: Bfneey, minutes. 

Mil.· SPlllEll.: I - sorry. .The JloR. _Leader of the Oppoaition and the 

Pr~r SOBIA!t:liaee have n:lnet;y minutes. The JIQn. Member for Benait11ge 

._. unl.:mitecl t:fae. 

Mil. SDIIONS: ~- Spealter, I notice that there ·are n.o people 

• 
aromut hringing water these days. 111 ther~ at1y posaibiliey, of 

(Inaudible) • 

_lfJl. SDM>HS: Ho lobster pots, ehT 

Kt:. Speaker• I think, it is p.robably p'ertinent 

. at tbia time if I referred j~t for a lliO)IUmt for the benefit of all 

o'f :ua to an item that appeared 1b the annual report of the Ombudm.an 

mown as _the Pu.b1ic Protector in Quebec. 
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This goes back to l'l6'l when he submitted his first annual report and 

at that time he had some things to say about what Ir.ind of person or 

what kind of individual this person should be. I will find it here 

for you. In his role, I am auotinr, now from the report of the Public 

""rotector, 1969, Quebec, "In his role as a buffer between an individual 

and the provincial administration whose task is to apnly the law, he 

has a well defined field of activitv. His duty is not to pronounce 

judgment on legislative assembly but to supervise the application of 

such policy through the existing structure of executive power~ Then 

there is a footnote which I think is very important. It says this, 

"Respecting this duty, I have always refused to take a stand either 

directly or indirectly on a political issue and have denied Ill)' assistants 

the right to do so." TTe goes on to talk aF;ain. I vill not read any more 

hut the same r,entleI!lan goes on to tall• about no involvement in political 

parties and so on. 

Nop, Mr. Speaker, without belabouring this unduely, I think the 

1,ody of evidence, the weight of evidence is clear, very clear. It is not 

enough for the Minister of Fisheries to stand here and say, we are doing 

it because Ontario did it. first of all, of course, that is not true 

because nntario followed Newfoundland in terms of the announcement of 

the proposed appoinment. It is not enoup;h to say ,,re are doing it 

because someone else 1.s doing it. Let us lool· at what this man has to 

clo. J,et us lool• at the hotly of evidence wli:kh exists particularly in 

Sc:mdinavia. other Furopean countries and more latterally in North 

-~Mer:!.can and ,-rfthcmt exception until •-re get to the Ontario one, without 

exceT1tion thev l1ave avoided party ooliticians lHe the nlague. Nm-!' why. 

Mr. SpP:iJ.er, why? Because of ~-That the '!ini «ter of Fisheries says, 

J,ec,m!'le ,-,c i'111 be branded as not heing able to take positions of 

puhJ ic trust? ~:o, not for that reason at all, ~fr. Speaker, not for 

that re:ison at all, hut hP.cause out there somewhere if we have a i,erson 

who is omhudsman, who was a political candidate and was defeated for 

political office,which in the case of the propos:ed appointtee was the 
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case, he was defeated for political office, if we have that kind of 

person out there in that constituency in particular there are many 

dozens of people who, having looked at the choices, voted against 

them and many people who having looked at the options worked actively 

against them. in the other party organizations, the Liberal, the NDP 

and whatever other party structures there were at the time of his 

seeking election, that being the case, Mr. Speaker, he is going to 

have real difficulty relating to those people.Qr to say it the other 

way around, more important, they are goin,; to have real difficulty 

approaching him, They may be, after all they do that constituency 

represents roughly one-seventh of the Province's population, those 

people,or many of them in that constituency, well over half of them: 

becauae that is the n1D.ber who voted against him in the election, 

well over half of them may have difficulty in finding him, in feeling 

that be ia approachable and he is nonpartisan and he is going to do 

hia best on their behalf. Now, look, whether there is 50,000 or 

20,000 or 10,000, sUl)pose there is only three, Mr. Speaker, suppose 

there 1a only one who is going to be reticent, hesitant about coming 

to the ombudamao for those reasons then I say it is unfair to that 

one or those three or those ten, completely unfair,and it could be 

avoided if the Prmier had taken another -y out and inatead of -king 

what is obviously to all concerned a political appointaent, no question 

about that, Mr. Speaker, had the minister or had the Premier come in 

here and said, look, we have had a raft of applications, we advertised 

publicly, as they did in Saskatchewan, we have bad a raft of applications, 

ten, twenty, thirty. We weeded them clown and we interviewed, five, 

eight, ten people aa they did in Saskatchewan and aa a result of all 

of that we have coae to the conclusion that Alllb110ae Peddle is the 

beat qualified of all the potential applicants. How, had that been the 
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procedure, Hr. Speaker, one would have to ~onsider it pretty 

seriously and wonder if indeed the government was not doing the 

right thing. Of course, we know that procedure was not 

followed. There was no procedure, Mr. Speaker, that we know. 

And I say that if this man is appointed and he does have some 

difficulty performing his role 1as he will, not for any lack of 

confidence but for the reasons I have outlined in terms of his 

unapnroachab~.lity by a n1111\ber of people, his unacceptability 

hy a number of people, if he has difficulty doing his job a 

PK - 1 

fair a1110unt of the sin rests with the Premier, the onus for this 

snarl~up rests squarely with the Premier for not having done this 

the right way in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, I was quoting earlier from Quebec. I could 

also quote to you from ?fova Scotia in one of their reports 

of the Ombud!IIIBn in which once again the Ombudsman, Dr. Smith, 

says in part that the Omudsman is one who is without politics 

in his position, without politics in his position. And later 

on he says the Ombudsman is non-political - non-political. 

Now I find it a matter of regret, Mr. Speaker, that we are 

having this debate with a particular name before us. I suppose it 

always happens this way,but if only we could have had some input 

a little earlier before we begin talking names so that we would 

define the role without reference to an individual! Then again 

you hardly thought there was any need for that, because a Select 

Committee had laid down the kind of person it should be 1 and I 

suhmit, Mr. Speaker, that the name before w. is not the kind of 

nerson described, defined by the Select Coamittee back in 1969. He 

is not that kind of person. So perhaps it is a bit idealistic 

to think that we should have defined the job before we propose 

an appointment, when one would assume that the least you could 

expect,however blatantly political this government is, the least 

you could e~ect is that they Pould not toy with this particular 

job, they would not tamper with this one, that this is the one 

that 111Ust . the occupant of which must be approachable by every 

Newfoundlander, and you grant them enough common sense, Mr. Speaker, 
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to say,well there is no way they are going to toy with this one, 

no way they are going to tamper with this one. This one for 

sure they are going to see to it that they put in a man who is 

acceptable to the people of Newfoundland. 

There has been a lot of muttering this afternoon, Mr. 

Speaker,about judgeships and that kind of thing. I am no 

authority on the credentials of all of the judges who have been 

appointed who might have been past members of the House. I made 

it my business to get somewhat familiar with the last judge 

appointed, the new Mr. Justice Morgan. And my conclusion is that, 

one,his credentials certainly coUDDend him to the job, certainly 

that he did not spend too many months runninr. Liberal caJDpaigns 

for Mr. Trudeau or anybody else. I do not think he did anyway. 

I have not heard about it. Perhaps the people on the other side 

of the House might know of Fcmething that I do not know on that 

particular matter. But they are making all kinds of asides about 

the political nature of judgeship appoirtments. Are they suggesting, 

Mr. Speaker, are they suggesting that Mr. Justice Morgan is a 

po1itical appointment'? Is that what they are saying? Is that the 

Member for St. John's Centre is saying that Mr. Justice Morgan -

MR. MURPHY: No. Re is one of the eighteen judges (Inaudible) 

MR.. SIMMONS : 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. SnH>NS: 

MR. MIJRPHY: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. MARSHALL: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. MARSHALL: 

I am sorry? 

He is one of eighteen representatives. 

One of the? 

Eighteen representatives - seventeen reprsentatives. 

I see. 

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

Order, please! 

I do not have the quotation, but I know it is 

here in Beauchesne. I know the honourable gentleman does not intend 

to do this, but in effect he is doing it, and it is very contrary to 

the rules of this House or of any 
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House to call into question anything with respect to the qualifications 

of the judges, their appointments 1or the judges,in fact,themselves. I 

think, Your Honour, I would ask Your Honour to call the honourable 

memher to or~er and indeed any member on this side or that side of the 

House who transgresses this. I was not here at the particular time bat 

J understand -

HR. THOMS: You should have heard your CC'lleagues. 

'l\ffi, IARSllAU.: Well, I save -

MR. SPEAKER: 

~. MARSHALL: 

Order, please! 

This :f.s not in issue. I am rising on this particular 

point of order. I would have risen on it if I had heard it on another 

occasion but I think it is entirely out of order, Mr. Speaker, and it 

should be nipped in the bud at this stage. 

'l.fR. THOMS: (First part inaudible) You should have heard the Premier 

on this. 

m!. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

~. MARSHALL: I do not care. 

"IR. SI'°'MONS: A point of order, ~r. Speaker. 

I, of course, was in no way calling into question the qualifications. 

J said first of all to the best of my knowledge the judge to whom I referred 

had the highest of qualifications. I repeat that.I said it a moment 

ago. I also said that it certainly seems to me he is not a political 

appointment. I asked the question not to in any way cast any aspersions 

on the judge but to perhaps cast a few on what the Member for St. John's 

Center said when he invoked the name of another justice, Mr. Noel, I 

asked if he was suggesting that the appointment of Mr. Morgan was a 

political appointment, and he can answer it not me. 

MR. MURPHY: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker~ seeing I have 

been brought into this. I would just like to say this. There was a 

~elect Coll1lllittee in which "'r. Nat Noel, the ~.H.A. for St. John's 

North was a member on. the Select Committee with regards to ombudsman. 

He is now a j11stice of the Supreme Court. In its preamble or whatever 

it was it !'laid, non-political as like a judge. A few months after 

that same gentleman who was a politician became a judge. I cast no 

aspersions on him. But, if it is going to carry on that non-political 
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as a judge, there is nothing with appointing a politic:f.an as an 

ombudsman. That is the only point I tried to make, Sir. 

IB-2 

MR. MARSHA!.L: Well, on that point of order, ~r. Speaker, now havi~g 

had an opportunity to look at Beauchesne, section 149 (J) of Beauchesne 

says it is out of order to cast reflections upon the conduct of 

Judges of Superior Courts, unless such conduct is based upon a substantive 

1110tion. Really, Mr. Speaker, this is a matter of substance that I am 

rising on, and I do not think the judges of the Supreme Court or District 

Court should be subjected to the type of co111111ents that occur from time 

to time in this legislature which has become a circus. 

_MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

On the point raised, the Chair is not quite prepared to say that 

the honourable ~~mber for Hermitage was deliberately casting aspersions 

upon the appointment of the character of any judge of the court. Rut, 

of course, the section quoted and the point raised by the honourable 

f-Cember for St. John's East is well taken and should be certainly taken 

note of by all honourable members. I would say though that in talking 

re the appointment of any judge, the honourable Member for Hermitage 

was certainly not relevant to the resolution at hand. 

It being now a bit later than five-thirty, perhaps we shall contin11e 

with the, or c0111111ence, with the Late Show. I recognize the honourable 

Member for Bell Island with the question the answer to which he was 

unsatisfied from the honourable the Premier with regards to unemployment. 

The honourable ~ember for Bell Island, 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, we have three major problems in Newfoundland 

today, Sir, Number one, the cost of living, Inflation is the number one 

problem facing our people. The number two problem, Sir, facing our 

people is unemployment. And the number three problem is productivity, 

work stoppages both legal and illegal in both the public and private 

sector•• 

I intend in the few minutes that I have at my dispoaal, Sir, to 

talk about record unemployment and the answer that the Premier gave me 

this afternoon to a question that I put to the Premier as Leader of the 

admi.nistration of what his government intended to do about unemplo)'lllent. 
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1'he answet" the Prelllier gave -• Sir, was very vague and general and of 

no substance whatsoever. I asked the Premier to outline plans dlat 

hit; ailministration had _to creat"e. to make wor:k for the re.cord 41,000 

of our fellow Newfoundlanders who are unemployed at: the present tble. 

From vtiat I cau g•.ther. Sir, the h011Purable the Premier :In his 

an-r. if I lJIII to inteYJ)ret' his reply correcUy, the achdnistration 

have no -plans to deal with this record unemp.loyment. The Pinter 

tried to brush it off by saying it is vorld--wide1 it hatJ to be dealt 

with 011 a national scale. I say, S1.r, that is hogw,.sb. That, Mr. 

IB-3 

Speaker, :Is not going t~ satisfy heads of hol,ISeholds, the beads of f.-ilies 

in this Prov;lnce who are frust.rated at thfcs moment:.,unable to f'ind a job. 

They are 
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becoming completely dea,ralized. Sir. They look upon it as a hopeless 

situation• and it is unclendniiig the morale of our people. Hr. Speaker, 

unemplo,.ent has been on the upswing,steadily increasing in this Province 

since the Tories took over back in 1972. Let - give you an example, 

Sir. In 1973, Hr. Speaker. there were 29.000 Newfoundlanders unemployed. 

In 1974 there vere 33 1 000 lfevfo1111dlanders unemployed. And in 1975 as 

·of the end of April• and I a:lght .say all these f:lgsea are as of the 

end of April. there were 41.000 Revfoundlandera unemployed, 21. 7 per cent, 

_and 189.000 employed. 

All BON. MBMBEB.: The year before -

HR.. NFAB.Y: The year before.I do not have the figures. 

HR.. THOMS: In the vork force not employed. 

HR. lllEAB.Y: There were 189.000 in the vork force of vhich 

148.000 were employed.in 1975. 

· All BON. lll!HBEB.: What about 1974? 

HR.. lllEAB.Y: I do not have 1973 or 1974. 

But. Hr. Speaker. it is not true to say that tbis 

has to be solved on a national level. It does not. Sir. It i • up to the 

pmvincial governaent to take the initiative and create 111Drk for our people 

who are unemployed. Mr. Speaker• this aerely bear• out: the arsu-ezit that 

ve have been using all along, Sir. that: this im-r•ble crowd have not: 

done one thing :In the vay of :lndustrW developaent in tbis Province. in 

the vay of creating projects and •lo:,.ent: for our people. All they have 

doae. Hr. Speaker. is to follov on vi.th the project& that vere started 

by the fo-mer administration and once they ground to a halt. Sir. and 

-.any of tlu!la nov have either been C011pleted or will be ca.pleted very 

soon. as soon as they are completed. Sir. there are no jobs for our people. 

no new industries. no ner hospitals. no nev Health Science Collplezea. no 

nar public buildings. notbiug. Sir. to take up the slack. And when you 

have a slimp :In the construction industry and in the fisheries people 

always look forward. Sir - Joey always had soaetbing on the go~ the 

Liberal Adllinistration always had B0111ethfng to take ilp the slack. light 

now. Sir• it: is a hopeless situation. Hr. Speaker, and vben you co.pare 

6333 



June 5, 1975 Tape no. 2115 Page 
2 --

the record of the fonaer Liberal Administration to the track record 

of this admiDistration, Sir, it is very sad indeed. It is pathetic. 

Unemploy.ent siDce C<>11federatian started to drop in Newfoundland 

and as soon as this honourable crowd took over it started to clim> again 

and today we have a record of 41,000 Newfoundlanders unemployed. And 

I would submit when the figures come out as of the end of May that 

will be closer to 50,000, Sir. And if this crowd are allowed to 

stay 1D office, Mr. Speaker, the next thiDg it will be 60,000 or 70,000. . 

Mr. Speaker, if the admiDistration is unable to cope 

with this problem then I would suggest to the Premier that be do the 

aaae thing as he did 1D the case of the inshore fishery, appoint 

a Select eo-ittee of the Bouse to try to find solutions to th:ls 

problea and remove it from the realm of politics mid let the elected 

representativea of the people come to gripe with this very, very serious 

problem, Sir, that is underminiDg the morale of our people in this 

Province. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Bon. Premier, 

MR. Pl>ORIS: Mr. Speaker, the member for Bell Island, of course, 

is being eloquent with his statistics. That does take a bit of 

doing to be eloquent with statistics. The fact is that the honourable 

meabeT is doiDg his utmost to make political points and that, of course, 

is his responsibility. The fact is that in this Province, Sir, we 

are a Province with far too high an unemployment rate. There is no 

question about that. We,unfortunately,because of the neglect of maDy 

years, have a lack of an industrial base which causes the type of 

employment that gives year round employment. Now the member for 

Bonavista North laugha at that. The fact is that our employment 

opportunities in this Proyince are mainly in the lumber woods, in 

farming, in fishing, in those sort of industries that are susceptible 

to the seasons as opposed to heavy industry - we have very little of 

that - which gives year round employaent as such. This industrial base 

obviously has to be broadened, Mr. Speaker. With the natural resources 

we have as a Province this is something that will happen. 
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Now the member for Bell Ialand and others will say 

that it is 1t0t happening fast .·euough; And I suppose in may ways 

that ia true. But with the situation ill the world today• ~d, Mr_. Speaker. 

the i.o,'V'estment for the develo.paent pf this Prov:lnce ~ to come 

from, 1n the main, outside this P~vi.nce becawie the aort of ·mortey 

to ~e invested :ln private illdu!ltty, the capital, ie rt~t:- available 

in the Province to -do the developaent of the resources job that, in fact, 

has to be done. 
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Now he asked, what in fact is the y.ovenunent doing! Well, Sir, in the 

areas where we do spend money, in services to people primarily, in 

highroads construction, we have by far the biggest budget that ve 

have ever had in this Province this year. In water and sewerage 

projects, the s.-e thing, but they are the sort of things that do 

e111J>loy people. Capital works projects in the field of health, other 

than turning sods which was the fashion of the past, the fact is that 

hospitals have been ongoing and will be completed this year in Comer 

Brook, in Tvillingate, in Carbonear, the Waterford Beepital, Bonavista, 

and new hospitals will be connenced this year in Clarenville, Burin 

and some of the other smaller hospitals such as Channel and Placentia 

and the ongoing progrmmne at Bonavista. 

Now in these areas, Sir, where it does cost a lot of a,ney with a 

Province that in fact does not have the resources of some others, this is, 

as far as direct governaent expenditure is concerned, just about as aich 

as ve can do. Now another thing and a figure that is continually missed 

is that I think it was about three years ago the industrial wage 1n 

Newfoundland was about twenty to twenty-five dollars less than the 

Canadian averaie. On last aonth's flash sheet it showed that ve are 

now within six dollars of the Canadian average in the industrial wage 

in this Province, which means we have caught up much more rapidly than 

people could have expected,but with higher wages obviously people in 

business are going to look for more efficiency and if possible try to 

do with less people. 

Mr. Speaker, I suppose industrial development could be carried 

on in many areas. We have seen examples of it in the past. We do not 

want to duplicate it, such as ERCO where I think the average subsidy on 

power works out to SOW!thing like $50,000 an employee. I think that is 

about right. I think it is about $50,000 per person per year that 

that subsidy is costing in ERCO through previous agreement, which is not 

the sort of industry, Sir, that really contributes to this Province. 

We know about the older: industries like the battery plant and that 

sort of thing but that is not worth discussing really. 

When we talk about the great industrial development of the previous 

f!Overnaent, I would like for someone to document exactly what developaent 
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they are talking about. What industries are we talking about? IOC 

was not started by the previous government. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Inaudible. 

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MR. MOORES: Mr, Speaker, there is after twenty-three years the track 

record in fact from an industrial development point of view, is pretty 

ilsmal. One of the facts I would like to mention, with the very high 

unemployment,one of the amazing facts is that as of the end of April 

there were 4,360 people on social assistance in this Province, Now 

that is down from 5,580 in January when the Fisheries strike was on 

which did make a difference. 

MR. NEARY: What about the unemployment insurance? 

MR.. !l)()RES : But 4,380 - well that is still - the fact is it is 

not~ desperate as,for instance, in 1972 when we took over when there 

were 9,400 people in this Province were on -

MR, MORPHY: The Hon. Member for Bell Island 

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR, MOORES: The fact is, Mr. Speaker, that there were twice as 

many people on able bodied assistance in 1973 as there is today. Now, 

Sir, there is a great that can said on this that oiviously cannot be 

said in five minutes. The Member for Bell Island was making some 

political points,fair enough. The ~act is I think that possibly this should be the 

subject of a debate in this House before we really can get into the 

plans of the government, and if they insist the failures of the 

preYious government. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order,please! The Hon. Member for Bell Island's 

second question. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, before I get into my second question, 

I would like to first of all congratulate the Member for St. John's 

South on his appoint111ent to the Cabinet today. I wish him every 

success, Sir 0 I hope his term of office will not be of long duration. 

I might take note, Sir, that the new minister is about the first Tory 

to be appointed to the Cabinet in two or three years. 
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Now, Sir, I am very concerned about this matter of 

distribution of liquor in this Province since the Liquor Store 

employees went on sttike. And I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the 

time has come for the Minister of Justice to launch an inquiry 

into the distribution of booze in this Province at the present 

time. I submit, Your Honour, that there is legalized bootlegging 

going on in this Province right now. Sir, one night I got a call 

at 12:00 o'clock at night telling me that a shipment of booze was 

being loaded aboard the ferry on its way to Bell Island. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: 

Now! 

Yes, Sir. 

Inaudible. 

And I have had numerous phone calls, Sir, telling 

me about the peculiar movement of booze in this Province since the 

strike took place under cover of darkness, and the latest example 

that we had, Sir, we had the incident down at Hotel Newfoundland -

the latest example we had is over here at our own Memorial University. 

MR. EVANS: They are stocking up for the Liberal Ball! 

MR. NEARY: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: 

Now I know there is -

The Liberal Ball! 

No, Sir -

The Liberal Ball! 

Mr. Speaker let me make this statement that if 

the liquor strike is not over when the Liberal Ball takes place on the 

28th. day of this month I will boycott the Ball unless they serve 

milk and donuts. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. THOMS: 

MR. NEARY: 
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MR. EVANS: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: No, they -

MR. EVANS: Inaudi,le. 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, if the liquor strike is still on, Sir, here is 

one who will not be there if liquor is served at that ball. 

MR. EVANS: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: That i• my policy and I will not, Sir, be accused of 

being a strike breaker. But, Mr. Speaker, 

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS: No, no -

MR. NEARY: There is all ld.nds of evidence of • trike breaking, Sir, 

:In this Province at the present time. Every con artist and every 

fast buck artist in Newfoundland,defeated Tory candidate•, representatives 

Tec-ded by the government repreaant:lng distilleries in Newfoundland 

are rum runn:lng. It is scandalous, Sir, what is going on. The whole 

thing is a COIIIJl•te abamble and all for one reaaon, Sir, and that is 

to underm:lnd the poor, old employees of the Newfoundland Liquor 

Corporation who ue try:lng to get a just and decent wage for th_. 

selves and their family. And I -

HR.. MORPHY: Inaudible. 

HR.. REARY: Mr. Speaker, I know that the maiveTaity -

HR.. SPEAICElt.: Order, please! 

Mil. REARY: I know the univer• tty is puah:lng for :Increased funds, 

Sir. I beard on Convocation Day the President of the Unive'l'aity saying 

they need more 110ney, But they do not have to bootleg oveT there, Sir, 

to get that -ey, to bring :In the booze at two and three o'clock in 

the _,ming. I th:lnk the t:lme baa come, Sir, for the Minister of 

Justice to step :In to this whole -tter and lamich a thorough 

:Investigation, Sir, into the distribution of booze :In this Province 

at the present the. I th:lnk, Sir, the law is be:lng bTOlran right, left 

and centTe. The 11:lniater of Justice cmmot sit idly by in a weak-kneed 
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fashion, ostrich-like with bis head 1n the sand and let the•• t!dqa 

go on right under hia nose. Smeth1ng has to be done about it, Sir. 

~ HONOURABLE ~EJt, Inaudible, 

No, Sir, I have not: bad a bottle of - I 111UAt say I had 

one bottle of wine since the strike started and I believe it vaa 

through tbe courtesy of the Minister of Mines - no, one of our 

colleagues. I have not had a bottle of wine, Sir, since~the strike 

started and I - as parched as anybody. I love a drop of white wine 

and a drop of red wine. I do not touch beer or hard liquor. But I · 

will be damned, Sir, if I am going to buy this counterband, this 

bootlegged liquor that is being brought into this Province. I think 

it is high t:lllle that the Minister of Justice investigated this whole 

affair. 

SOME RONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The honourable Minister of Justice. 

HOR. A. HICKMAN: Kr. Speaker, I am amazed, diaaayed, alarmed, 

when I hear the announcements coming from the honourable the Member 

for Bell Island who is the justice critic for the Opposition and has 

been for tbe last year or so. He tells us that there 1a legalized 

bootlegging going on in this Province, that he is aware of it, that 

he has received a telephone call saying that it is being transferred 

under the cover of darkness by ferry to Bell Isl.and. Now, the justice 

critic has been on his feet screaming for law and order. Remember 

he is the 1D8Il to the right, law and order at all cost, nail them and 

jail them. Every honourable gentleman knows that the honourable 

member's position. Nov he discloses to this House that he is 

aware of what be considers to be an offence having been c:maittecl 

and has not passed it on to the authorities to investigate. I find 

that alniost incredible, beyond belief. He has been made -are,he is 

aware of what he believes may be a breach of the law. I am not aware 

of any law which says, Mr. Speaker, that the liquor store as the 

legitimate agent of the Crown for the sale of liquor cannot sell 

liquor through its various outlets. 

HR. DOODY: They can still make direct shipments. 
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Mil- HICKMAI: They are pendtted under tbe law to make direct . 

shipments. But if tbe honourab.le gentleman frOlll Bell Island is 

aware Of a breach of the law, then as the ju:stice critic for the 

Opposition he baa a very solemn duty to report that to the police 

so that the police can investigate. I cOIIIINIUl the Liberal Party 

of RewfolJDdland for their stand. I hope the press will take due 

note that if the striQ at the Newfoundland Liquor Comission is 

RB - 3 

not over by the t:lme the ·Liberal Ball iii held fD Maorial thdversity 

which is to be attended by the Prime Hin1ster· of canada, the same 

gentleman who refused to come .to Rewfound.Lmd duriDg our celebration 

.yeu, ia the strike is not. over it will be a dry~- dry, dry Ball. 
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MR. HICKMAN: AB a former, as a past recording scribe of 

Grand Division N1nber Nine of the Sons of Temperance may I say 

that I commend the Liberal Party of Newfoundland for having the 

courage to stand up and say we are prohibitionists, 1110re power 

PK - 1 

to them, long may their dry jib draw and I do hope that they will 

have a very, very successful but dry ball at Memorial. 

May I say, Mr. Speaker, that the honourable gentleJDan for 

Bell Island's reference to agents for distillers was something that 

aroused some interest on my part. My recollection is,and the fact 

is that one of the first decisions by the Moores Administration was 

to tell any distiller of - what do you call it, this foul.'stuff 

that they call booze, any distiller could now sell to the Newfoundland 

Liquor C0111missioner without a local agent. And. that was a revolution, 

that ~as a breakthrough, that was a major change in policy -

PREKIEll MOORES: Th11t wu II mistake, 

MR. HICKMAN: - well it might have been a mistake, whether it 

is a mistake or not the simple fact is that today nobody who makes 

that evil stuff, who distills that evil stuff, who brews that evil _ 

stuff need now have to retain an agent in Newfoundland to sell his 

product to the Newfoundland Liquor Commission, 

The Newfoundland Liquor Commission is presently on strike, 

and there have been some very delicate and detailed and genuine 

neRotiations going on on the part of the government representatives and 

the employees of that Commission. May I point out, Mr. Speaker, for 

the information of the press and this House that as of today under 

last vear's scale the lowest paid employee in that Liquor 

Connnission is receiving $4,969 per annum. Under the offer made 

by the Newfoundland Liquor Commission that employee will make 

$7,li51i. The Liquor employees themselves have shown their concern 

for the very productivity -

AN _HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

"!R. SPEAKER: Order, please! 
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MR. HICKMAN: - that the'•honourable gentleman from Bell 

Island mentioned earlier. They themselves have asked to go to a 

forty hour work week which is an increase of five hours from 

the present thirty-five hours. 

May I give honourable gentlemen some other examples. 

A sales clerk under the present thirty-five hours scale will be 

making with the Liquor Commission $6,348. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! I would like to inform the 

Hon. 'f-(.inister of Justice that his five minutes has expired. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

~HON. MEMBER: 

By leave? 

Time up. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

By leave? Would you like these figures by leave? 

Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

HON. MEMBERS: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

May the Hon. Minister of Justice have leave? 

Inaudible. 

Carried. 

No. Cannot bear the truth. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable minister does not have leave. You 

may now continue. 

MR. O'ITENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, before the motion to adjourn and 

with the leave of the House I have already consulted with the 

Honourable House Leader of the Opposition who has kindly assured 

me of the Opposition's leave, I would wish to make a brief statement 

which I was not in a position to make not having the requisite 

not having the letter to which I shall be referring1 between 

thirty and forty-fjve minutes ago. And I thank the honourable 

gentleman for the leave which he assured me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the Hon. Minister of Education have leave to 

make a statement? 

HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAI<ER.: 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: 

Agreed. 

Agreed. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank the honourable 

gentlemen opposite for their leave. I received a half hour ago a 

letter from the Auditor General dated the 5th. of June, dated today, 

a letter which contained a copy of the Auditor General's letter to 
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the Deputy Minister of Education, also dated today,June 5. The 

letter refers to the preliminary audit findings with respect to 

the Burin District Vocational School. I have carefully studied 

the interim report of the Auditor General · 
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with respect to Burin District Vocational School accounts. I feel 

that on the basis of the information contained therein I should reriuest 

my colleague, the Minister of Justice, to initiate an investir,ation into 

the matters of inventory control, accounting procedures and the possibility 

of misuse of public funds at the school. I have thus made this 

request to my colleague, the ¥inister of Justice. 

I should point out now1 and there are copies of this for the press 

and for Her Majesty's loyal Opposition, and I point out now that I ao not 

intend to make any further statement on this matter until I have received 

a report from the investigation that I have requested. To do so would 

run the risk of prejudging the outcome of the investigation. I feel 

however that I should inform the House of the action I have taken 

upon the receipt of the interim report of the Auditor-General at the 

earliest pr.ssible moment which I am doing and which in fact I have 

now done and for which I thank honourable members for granting leave so 

that I could so do. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is moved and seconded that the House do now adjourn. 

Those in favour, "Aye" • 

MR. HICO'.AN: •••• I move, Mr. Speaker, that the House -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

~- SPEAKER: Order, please: 

AN HONOURABLE '4EMRER: Oh, it was voted down. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is moved and seconded that the House do now adjourn. 

Those in favour, "Aye". Those against "Nay". The motion is defeated. 

I now call it six of the clock and leave the Chair until eight 

o'clock tonight. 
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HR. SPF.AXER: When we adjourned at six o'clock the aellber for 

Hermitage was speaking to the resolution, and I now recognize the 

Bon. Member for Heraitage. 

MR. SDM>HS: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. 

Kr. Speaker, our main objections to the nom.inee 

being put forth, I believe, were well summarized in some editorial 

comment which appeared around the end of April when the Premier 

-.de known his intentions to move a resolution naaing Mr. Peddle. 

Just to refresh memories I refer you to an editorial in The Evening Telegr

on April 29 which -de s011e reference to what the precedents are 

elsewhere and then goes on to say - sorry, first of all I should say 

that this is April 29, 1970 and this refers to the original legislation 

and it quotes -

MR. EVANS: (Inaudible) • 

MR. SPF.AKER: Order, please! 

MR. SIMMONS: - it quotes some precedents elsewhere across Canada 

and also, of course, it refers to Sweden and then it makes some 

C011111ent on the length of the tem being proposed - this is back in 

1970 - the ten year term and so on. And then it goes on to say, 

quoting from that editorial of over five years ago now, ''We have 

already set a precedent in those matters from the University President 

down and in the case of the Ombudsman there could be real merit and 

value in selecting someone who is free of the many inhibitions 

" that stem from the local condition. There they wece -king a case 

for s0111eone outside the Province as being the ultimate in te~ 

of being free of what they call the local condition. They go on to 

say in the editorial,, "What. we are saying in effect is that this is one 

office that should not be filled by any ex-politician, either 

prpvincial or federal. The success of the office will depend in large 

measure on the character,dntegrity, fairness and impartiality of the 

person IQ)pointed. He also should have either legal training or ezperlence. 

All the Scandanavian 
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ombudsmen have auch a background. The crux of the matter though as 

Denmark's ombudsman has stated is that the ombudsman must be completely 

independent. Otherwise, the appointee ,nay only be a straw man. 

Mr. Speaker, that brings me to our second fear. Our first one is 

the one that we stated, I think, quite repeatedly, the fear that 

applies to anybody who has been a politician, an active party 

politician, the example has been drawn this afternoon of the 

gentleman in Ontario, The Minister of Fisheries went into his 

background at some length. He did not bother to point out that it 

was a full thirteen years since that man last sat as a Member of 

Parliament. 

Our second fear is contained in that closing statement, 

''Otherwise the appointtee may only be a straw man:· Whether he 

becomes a straw man or appears to be one,or appears to be one. 

The old business of, I think someone has said, justice must not 

only be done, it must appear to be done. It reinforces what I 

was saying earlier about the acceptability of the man. If there 

are those who feel inhibited in approaching him or if he appears 

to be the tool of the government, if by association over the years 

the public associates that man as being one who dances a tune of 

the Preaier or the Minister of Fisheries, whether or not he does, 

Mr. Speaker, whether or not he does, if the public or some segment 

of the public feels that way, has that impression of him, then 

they are inhibited in making approaches to him. As I say, not 

only must justice be done, it must also appear to be done. I heard 

the Minister of Fisheries this afternoon attacking the appointment 

of the ex-R.CM.P. Commissioner out West. Of course, Mr. Speaker, in 

true form he once again uses the old tactic of if you have not got 

a good argument, confuse the issue, skirt the issue, drag in the 

red herring. The minister is good at that. He did it particularly 

well again this afternoon in talking about the ex-R.C.M.P. Commissioner 

That is not the issue at all, of course. The old question of whether 
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that gentleman out West, the er-R.C.H.P. Conmrlssioner had t:he credentials 

for the job, the confidence to do the job was a matter for decision 

elsewflere. llbat we do know is that be had no party affiliatioa, no 

active political :lnwlvements prior to his appo:lnt111ent and that is 

how be differs ~ therefore how :he qualifies 1n a way that the 

nom:lnee for Nevfoundlll!ld does not qualify. Ho matter what way be 

the other credentials of that Commissioner there is one that he bas 

that is all :Important and one that the gentleman here in Bevfoundland 

does ,U,t have. Because, Mr. Speaker, the ombudamm, the office of 

c:abudsman is in a very real sense the court of last appeal, a court 

frm vbicb there is no other appeal. If you go to Provfncial court: 

and you do not like the verdict, you have recourse. If you go to 

the Supreme Ccnart under the appeal process ve have, if you do not 

like the verdict, 
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you have a recourse. Hut, as I understand the role of ombudsman, one 

would only have occasion to go to him for the most part when all other 

avenues have been exhausted. So, in that context, !-Ir. Speaker, I th1n1' 

it is fair to say that the ombudsman is a court from which there is nn 

appeal. It is fundamental, obviously fundamental to the integrity of the 

office that the ombudsman he above any suspicic-n, any suspicion of partisan 

involvement. 

Now, the Minister nf Fisheries, and perhaps his colleagues, hut 

certainly he would like us to wallow a hit, would certainly 11J..e uR to 

get in and fling personal 1nnuenc1o and all kinds of attacks and that ldn<l 

of thing, and he predicted we would do that kind of thing. Rut, of course, 

he again seeks to confuse the real issue. The issue is not the qualfficatfnns 

of this particular nominee, the competence in terms of ability to deal 

with the issues. The issue is his overall suitability for the job in 

view of his overall background. An inescapable part of that backgrot1nil 

has been his political involvement, an inescapable part. Indeed if you 

were to ask the average Newfoundlander to tell you what they know about 

Ambrose Peddle before this subject came up, the sub.1ect of ombudsman, 

if you were to ask almost any Newfoundlander, if they knew him at all -

a good many Newfoundlanders did know his name - anybody who did know him, 

I submit, Mr. Speaker, would have identified him as a politician, woul,1 

have identified him either as a former member of the House of Assembly 

or of the House of Commons. 

His only claim to public fame in Newfoundland - I have not said 

his only claim to competence - I am saying his only claim to puhl.:lc 

fame, his only way of being recognized hy the public at large is throup:h 

his political, his party, his partisan, political involvements. That 

is his only way of being recognized by the average person in the public. 

Now, "fr. Speaker, in view of that, how can he be above suspicion 

of partisan involvement? Let us assume that the man,if this motfon r.ocs 

through as I think it will - I cannot vote for it, Mr. Speaker, but it 

will probably receive a majority - Mr. Speaker, if this goes through 

and this gentleman becomes the ombudsman, let us assume that in every 

action he is completely above reproach, that he is of independent mind, and 

that he is not in any way dissuaded from his proper responsihili.ties hy 
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any ~olitical considerations, then let us grant him that, suppose 

that is the case. In time you and I, Mr. Speaker, and others who ha

occasion to have a fair amount of contact with him on behalf of 

constituents and so on, we would come to know that - let us say he is 

being of independent mind and carrying out his responsibilities properly 

and without any allowance of interference whatsoever, political interference. 

Suppose that is the case, suppose we recognize that. 

The crux of it is, Mr. Speaker, do all the people who would 

potentially want to have access to him recognize that as well? Do 

they all consider him to be above suspicion of partisan involvement? 

Do they all or will they all consider him to be above reproach insofar 

as political pressures are concerned? I say, '!(r. Speaker, that we are 

asking the impossible here. We are proposing for the office - there is 

no office quite like it. They can talk about judgeships and Supreme 

Courts and all the rest of it, Mr. Speaker. There is no office quite 

like this one, no office quite like it. Yet we are asking that the man 

who is going to fill that office, that man should be a fellow whose 

only public association is a political one. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if like Arthur Maloney,for example,in Ontario 

who has not been in elected office since 1962, if like that man, the 

6350 



June 5, 1975 Tape no. 2123 Page 1 - mw 

gentleman we are talking about had also established himself 

publicly in some other way such as Mr. Maloney who, I understand, 

is recognized quite widely as a very competent lawyer, criminal lawyer, 

in Ontario, and has established his recognition in that way so much 

so that the leaders of the various parties in the House could rise 

and say, oh yes, Arthur Maloney, no question. Mr. Speaker, we 

on this side of the House could not do that in the case of Mr. Peddle. 

Were we the only people saying this, Mr. Speaker. you could treat it 

as the Minister of Fisheries has chosen to treat it,as so much cheap 

politicing. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not care if the menibers of the House 

bare their souls here, Mr. Speaker, before us. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SIMMONS: Oh, I know, Mr. Speaker, the member for Green Bay must 

be having a very rough time living with this one because it flies in the 

face of all he stands for and all that the Minister of Fisheries stands 

for too, and all that the new Minister of Health, whom I wa~t to 

congratulate publicly. stands for. 

AN HON. MFMBER: He already accepted it. 

MR. SIMMONS: He did accept it already. He is a gentleman. 

The member for St. John's South. Mr. Speaker. is a real gentleman. 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. SIMMONS : 

MR. THOMS: 

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. THOMS: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

How do you recognize that? 

The member for St. John's Centre told me. 

Keep quiet now. Ank. 

Carry on Roger. It is a pleasure to hear you. 

Thank you. Ank. Thank you. 

The radio kid. 

Mr. Speaker, you would never know that there was 

a liquor strike on. You would never know. You would never know. 

SOME HON. MFMBERS : · (Inaudible) • 

MR. SIMMONS: Yes• Mr. Speaker, like Caesar' s wife, the Ombudsman 

must be above reproach. 

MB.. EVANS: 

MR. DOODY: 

so·you knowner, too? 

Keep it very clean. 
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KR.. SIMMOMS: Eh? 

MR. DOODY: Kore like Kare Anthony. 

MR. SIMMOMS: Mr. Speaker. the unfortunate fact is that Kr. Peddle 

is not -

KR. MORPHY: Why does the .._an' s naae have to be dragged out? 

MR. SIMMOMS : Kr. Speaker. the member for St. John's Centre aay not 

realize it. Mr. Speaker -

MR. MURPHY: What? What? 

MR.. SPEAKEll: Order. please! 

MR. SIM!l'.)NS: - he may not realize it,Mr. Speaker. because he either has 

not read or cannot read the resolution. The resolution proposes the name 

of a particular individual. We are not talking about the principle ef whether 

we should have an Ombudsman or not. I earlier sa:l,d this afternoon that I 

wish that were the case so we could have some imput in terms of what kind 

of Dian we would like to have for the job. We are asked to decide one 

thing only in this matter. Kr. Speak.er. whether or not we can vote for 

a particular individual. I did not put h:l.s naae there. The Prem.er put it 

there. I would not have put it there. Mr. Speaker. And the -.an we are 

talking about,it is true ,is a particular man vho has a surname. And I 

identify him by that surname. And he is the person that I must oppose 

in terms of any appointment as Ombudsman. I cannot vote for it because 

it is that particular man. Mr. Speaker. not because he lacks C0111petence 0 

not because of him particularly but because it is h:lm an ex-politician. 

a person who because of that, Mr. Speaker, cannot hope to command the 

respect and the confidence of the Newfoundland people or the people vbo 

would seek access to his office. That is what I am talking about, Mr. Speaker. 

I do not expect the member for St. John's Centre to grasp that. I do not 

expect. He has been too busy interjecting to listen to what is going on but 

that: is par for the course for him. But my concern whether b buys it or 

not or whether he even seeks to listen to it,or whether he rather seeks. 

as he normally does, to interrupt, I alll not too concerned about the llll!lllber 

for St. John's Centre. 

Mil. PECKFORD: You spend a lot of time tal~ to hi•. 

MR. SIMMONS: It would be a very ill-conceived concern indeed. But, 

Mr. Speaker, I am very concerned that we not make the mistake, the very serious 
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wistake of pass:lng this resQlution and appointing the particular 

gentleman DDl.ed ~rein as the Pinbudsman. That would be a mistake, 

Mr. Speabr, o'f the f .irst order• and I sinc~ely hope t .hat it is 

not done, I hope somehow the Premier will. have ll'0lRe second thQughts • 

.will retrac:;t: the UOllination and will go_ about it either in tlie w. 
Saskatchewan did where they advertised al.l across Canada, because 

as the editorial. in tbe Telegram-pointed out fiv.e years ago, th:1,s 

man dQes not have to be a Ne:wfowidlander as such, 
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not particularly, he has got to be a man who can do the }ob. 

So let us go out, Mr. Speaker, let us go out, let us go all over 

the country and find the best man possible for the job, 

'ffi. MURPHY: 

•'R. SIHMONS: 

"'It. EVANS : 

~- SIMMONS: 

B.ed China. 

And we have not done that. 

Bring Joey back. 

J,f.r. Sueaker, I am enjoying this silence imaensely 

and I shall take some precedent from it when I have occasion to 

be sitting instead of standing when certain other members are 

speaking. 

Let us find the best man possible. Let us do it the way 

Saskatchewan did it either by advertising all across the country or 

let us have a small c01Dittee of the House,be it only the Premier 

and the Leader of the Opposition .For that matter, as they did in 

Nova Scotia , let us consult amoung the leaders of the parties 

involved so that wt:en the 113111e comes in here we understand before 

that it is a name that is acceptable to all concerned. Because, 

Mr. Speaker, the first requirement of a successful term for this 

Ombudsman, the first uriority, the essential requirement is that he 

be acceptable to the people he vill attempt to serve. And I say 

that the government in proposing the particular name it has,has 

destroyed the possibility of that requirement applying. There is 

no way that this man can be accepted. As I said today even if they 

thought, even if they were not playing politics with it at all and 

sincerely felt they were doing the right thing when they named that 

individual,they must have an answer to the contrary now when they 

have seen the outcry in the papers and from individuals and groups 

across the Province, they must now have the message 11hat no matter 

how wise they thought they were at the time, they obviously made a 

mistal-:e. Now let them be men enough, Mr. Speaker, to admit the 

mistake and to start it all over again. 

See, Mr. Speaker, there is one thing that you are not suppose 

to say here,because the minister said I should not say it,that needs 

to he said and that is that this is first and foremost, and, I S¥ppose 

only a political appointment, one of the worst examples of political 

11atronage we have had. Now the minister predicted that we would 
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say that. In doing so he hoped he would discourage us from saying 

it. But hegueased ua 1 he out-guessed in a way, he predicted because 

he knows very well what the main problem with this appointment is -

it is so obviously partisan, it is so obviously an attempt to look 

after a political buddy that even he is embarrassed. And, Mr. 

Speaker, when you can embartass the Minister of Fisheries you have 

got some pretty embarrassing stuff on the table. Even he is 

embarrassed at this one. Re knows because he sat on this side1 

he has the ability to analyze both sides of an argument, and he 

rightly guessed, he rightly predicted that the main weakness in this 

resolution is that it is so blatantly partisan in what it attempts 

to do. 

The legislation of Ombudsman, of course, bas been on the books 

since 1970, a year or so before the Liberals left office, and for 

three years since the Tories took office. And I say, Mr. Speaker, 

I go so far as to say that the office did not seek the man • I 

am not suggesting the man personally sought the office, not this 

particular office, but I would say that the office did not seek 

the man, but rather some people sought an office for the man. And_ 

they decided they had to look after this fellow poliUcally, had to 

do something for him, and they began looking around. Lo and behold , 

soaebody scratching his head came upon this bit of legislation that 

was there, and they got it out and dusted it off and said aha 

this looks like a tidy position. So three years into their term 

the great defenders of democracy led by the Member for St. John's 

Centre, as always, 
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sighed aha there is the job for our boy. I suggest, Mr. Speaker, 

that is what happened. And I have in front of me a letter which 

one of the fellows now in the Cabinet wrote a number of years ago 

which confinns that their way of doing things has not changed very 

much. They are as opposed to political patronage now as they were 

then, as opposed but no more. They are just as anxious that good 

Tory faitfuls be tucked awtry now as they were then, because I have 

here a very interesting letter written by one ef the present 

members of Cabinet, a letter which appeared in The Evening Telegram 

way back in )966. 

MR. DOODY: Okay so far. 

MR. SIMl'WJNS: He had just come from a P.C. Convention in Gander, one 

of those conventions they had out there when the hotel did not bum 

down, that was back in 1966 and having talked about the need for an 

Ombudsman and so on 0 By the way the P.C. 's -

'MR. DOODY: AuthoT! Author! 

!-IR. SIMMONS: Let us rive credit where credit is due - Mr. Speaker, the 

junior Member for RaThouT Main may have been the author. he did not 

sign the letter but I will come to that in time. But giving credit 

where credit is due, the person who signed the letter did point out that 

the convention, the Tory Convention had just dealt with a resolution 

on the Ombudsman and it said tnat a Progressive Conservativ~ Government 

~ill brinr in the necessary legislation to have such an official appointed 

by and responsible to the House of Assembly. Well,they were talking about 

it in 1~~6. They had an opportunity in 1969 of course and in 1971 it came 

to thP House, it was not until 1975 "!,!r. Speaker, nine years after they had 

that r~solution at their convention and three and a half years after they 

came into office, ~r. Speaker, not until then do they get aroUl'd to 

avpointin~ anybody. 

Nat~ the writer of this particular letter, a member of the Cabinet 

at present, even had a name in mind back in those dtrys 0 Oh yes, no shortage 

of names even then, no shortage of fellows around;, Tory politicians whom 

they wanted to tuck away, you see. So you add another provincial and federal 

fellow, a fellow who had sat here and sat in the Federal House for some time, 
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he wanced to see' the honourahle w. J. Browne appointed as Ombudsman 

at that particular time and also he said the reason he had the 

guts to say the reason, "in view of his past political activities,'' 

in the letter, ~r. Speaker, in view of his past political activies. 

MR. DOODY: At least we are consistent, you know. 

MR. SIMMONS: He is not here so I will be kind to him,but who else 

could have -

MR.. DOODY: Are you sure I did not write that? 

MR. SIMMONS: I believe the member might have written him, Mr. Speaker, 

because his colleague from Harbour Main signed it, and I am sure 

he did not write it. I am sure he did not write it. I am sure he did 

not write it. 

MR. THOMS: I knew it sotmded familiar. 

MR. SIMMONS: Yes,indeed. 

MR. DOODY: I agree with the sentiments one hundred per cent. 

MR. SIMMONS: Indeed. 

MR. DOODY: W. J. is a good man. 

MR. SIMMONS: I agree that W. J, made quite a contribution and I used 

to enjoy sitting in the gallery and watching him usually get the 

better, Mr. Speaker, in the exchange that he was involved in, I have 

some fond memories of watching him from the gallery during his time in 

this particular House and a man that a lot of us have a lot of respect 

for, but a man of course who was an ex-politician as the Member for 

Harbour Main, then Mr. Gordon Dawe of Manuels so well points out and that 

he should be appointed in view of his past political activities. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is what is wrong with this particular 

resolution,of course. That is what is wrong with it. The Premier and 

his fellows searched around for an office for the man. I say, so there 

is no misunderstanding, I do not suggest that the nominee particularly 

came looking for tnis office. I say the office did not seek the man, 

Some people sought an office for the man and they came up with this one, 

and that is the sadness of this, Mr. Speaker, that the office that should 
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be ff.lied by a person who is completely above any suspicion of 

po1itical in:volvement, tbe one office :In the Province above all 

other, a\,ove lupreaie Court Judgeships, Mr. Speaker, even, tb.e one 

office • the one above all otber that should be above any suspicion 

of political tm,olvei.ent or political pressures ·J>e:fng applied, is the 

Olabucls)lan. 

The tra<li t:ion shows that. 
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the DeoDle who have a lot of exDerience in it in the Sc11nni"11vf.lln 

countries and somewhat in Western Canada in all cases we see the same 

thiDg, ~ see them avoiding ex-politicians like the plague and Mr. 

Speaker, for very good reason. Does the Member for St. John's Centre 

want to say something? 

MR. MURPHY: A auestion I was asked by the minister. Carry on. 

MR. SIMMONS: Oh! I thought you wanted me to stop speaking. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MB.. SDlfONS: Mr. Speaker, if he wants to have his little conversation, 

you know, got to go outside somewhere. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. S.DM>HS: 

Mr. Speaker. 

a. IIDKPIIY: 

MR. SDHJNS: 

Order, please! 

I would be a lot happier. He bothers me sometimes, 

Vant an apology? 

Mr. Speaker, there is a way out, of course, of this 

entanglement tbat the Pre.ier bas got h:laself into, so aach so tbat he 

chose not to be in the Bouse this afternoon when the thing was brought in. 

My colleague, the Leader of the Opposition, of course, is not here because 

he cannot be here. He vould be here and would be leading off on this , 

one as is ~radit:lcm. I believe particularly in view of the fact tbat the 

aotion stands in the Prellier's naae he should bave done the B8llle thing. 

But I bave got a feeling he is taking a beating on this one, Mr. Speaker. 

I got a feeling tbat he bas had a lot of second thoughts on this one 

privately. Nov, I do hope tbat he is man enough to admit thea and I 

hope that as a result he will come in here,withdraw this resolution, 

and then go about this in one of two or three ways. There ar_e all kinds 

of precedents, Mr. Speaker, for what I am about to suggest. Either 

the precedent in Saskatchewan of advertising,having a conaittee select. 

or the precedent I mentioned in Nova Scotia of baviog consultation 

8IIODg the party leaders in the Bouse to insure that we come up with 

8CllleOlle who is acceptable and above reproach, above any suspicion of 

politica1 involvement or, Kr. Speaker, why could we not take a page 

out of the - the way they do things in the United States. I am not 

an admirer of all they do down there but they certa:flUy bave some 

6359 



June S, 1975. Tape 2126 RB - 2 

procedures that appeal to me. Why do we not recognize this office 
I 

for what it is. It is an office that is anawerable to the House of 

Assembly, not to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, not to Cabinet 

as such. It ia therefore the House of Assembly that should appoint 

rather than just rubber stamp, just rubber sc-p a recommendation 

of Cabinet which is what is going to happen in this particular case, 

Mr. Speaker. Why could the House not in a very real sense through 

perhaps the machinery of a select committee or some kind of an inter

viewing committee, call it what you will, why could the House not 

directly appoint that person? Why could we not as we see them do 

in the States in tems of appointing some of the senior people in 

government, certainly the judges and the Cabinet officers, why could 

we not submit a name to cDllllllittee, perhaps not in public, Mr. Speaker? 

I 11111 not particularly ansious to do that. It has got some overtones 

if you do it that way. Why could we not have a coadttee sitting in 

camera who would interview the nominee and determine beforehand as 

they do in the case of the appointments to which I referred in the 

States, determined beforehand whether the 1118D 1 s credentials are 

such they could be able to carry out the duties of the office of 

ombudsman. Instead of that, without any effort to find out who ia 

the most competent man to do the job, we get flung at us a political 

appointee, one of the worst examples of partisanship I know. 

My suggestion to the Premier is that he withdraw this one 

altogether and that instead if he wants to come in and propose a 

nominee from the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, that is fine,but 

then submit that name, either publicly or perhaps preferably in 

camera to a by-partisan comittee of the House, a committee which 

would exmrlne the nominee's credentials, would talk to him and then 

would make a reconaendation to the House. Then, let WI have the 

appointment, the actual appointment; of that individual by a decision 

of l!Uljority of both sides of the House. Now, Mr. Speaker, that is a 

departure from the way we take votes in this Bouae. We normally have 

a simple majority or a two-thirds majority depending on the item we 

are dealing with or the nature of it. 
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But this is an unusual type of appointment. This is an appointment 

not quite like any other in the public service. This is an appointment 

that is,one, answerable to the House of Assembly as is the Auditor f.eneral, 

but secondly, an appointmen~,an office the success of which depends on 

its acceptability by the largest number of people possible. These 

particular requirements for this particular office requires if necessary 

some unusual procedures. 

Perhaps we have got to amend the rules. Perhaps we have got to 

amend the legislation. You can do that pretty quickly as has been 

demonstrated on other times here when the government wants to get something 

through in a hurry. That is not a problem in terms of time. My 

suggestion then is that the Lieutenant-Governor in Council or the cabinet 

bring in an nominee, not one whose political involvement is going to 

militate against his chances of ever being a successful ombudsman, bring 

in a nominee.-· We might have to advertise first for that matter. I do not 

know. There are pros and cons there of course. There are arguments 

for it and agruments against it. But, by whatever process, decide 

on a nominee, bring in that name, submit it to a by-partisan committee 

of the House. Let that committee examine his credentials, interview 

him or her and make a recommendation to the House. Then let the House 

take a vote with ~he requirement that a majority of each side of the 

House would have to support the nominee, the nomination. 

In that way, ~r. Speaker, and only in that kind of a way will 

we find an nominee acceptable to most of the Newfoundland p_eople. Mr. 

Speaker, on this one I have a very real concern as I look ahead from 

this point. I presume that at soire point this man,if the Pres-ier does 

not choose to withdraw which would be the wise course of action right 

now, if he does not choose to withdraw -

AN HONOURABLE ~ER: Inaudible. 

MR. SD'T'fONS : Mr. Speaker, I feel it is the wise course of action right 

now for him to withdraw the nominee and go about it, not necessarily 

in the way I suggest, but to take it under advisement, my suggestion 

and some others. Whatever procedure he finally comes up with, he anrl 

his colleagues, let it be a procedure that will ensure that we do not 
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have a repeat of what we have had with respect to this nomination. 

Because, as I was going to say a moment ago, as I look ahead from 

IB-2 

tonight and presume this takes its course and this motion or resolution 

gets passed and this man becomes the ombuds'IIIBil . - he • ust be asking 

himself in very real terms tonight if he can do the job given what has 

gone on, the discussion .here in the House, the opposition expressed by 

groups around the Province. I will not remind the Premier of it publicly. 

Ile has got letters. We have got copies of some of the letter he has got 

on the subject. We will let him see our copies if he wants to but I 

do not think it is a matter that we should parade publicly because the 

man may well become the ombudsman. I hope he does not in the interest 

of all concemed,including his own interest by the way. But, if he does 

let us not make the job any more difficult thaa it has to be for hi.a. 

I would say all right if the job is going to be impossible. In 

view of the dialogue that has been engendered here in the House, the 

opposition of the groups that the Premier and others of us have heard 

from in writing, the expressions in the public media, you know, the C>f)en 

line shows and in the paper, the letters I have seen in the press, 

certainly the Minister of Fisheries and the Premier are not going to 

suggest that we in the Opposition have orchestrated all that. Or if 

they do, they certainly now are giving us credit for a much more effective 

organization across the Province than they sometimes do. 

Yes, vr. Speaker, let there be no doubt about it, the objections. 

the opposition to this nominee for od>udsman have been fairly wiiespread. 

If one would reflect for a moment on various actions of this government, 

I do not believe you can call to mind too many actions of this govenment 

where there has been a more widespread outcry against a course of action 

than this one. There have been murmurings and there have been dissatisfactions 

and everybody has not liked what they have done, but 
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llere is one where the Opposition has been fairly concerted in 

terms of,as I say,comments on radio progranmes, the editorial 

columns of the pages, the editorial comment of the newscasters, 

the letters to the editor and that kind of a thing. A fairly 

concentrated, a fairly conc~rted effort to express their opposition 

to this action of the government. 

And as I say, as I look ahead to the day when this gentleman 

may well become the Ombudsman, I ask myself how is he going to be 

able to do the job? I never said in terms of competencies, 

intellectual ability ar.d so on, can he do it, but in terms of 

the serious handicaps that have been placed on him by virtue of 

the unacceptability of his nomination, and that by virtue of the 

fact, of course, he is a politician, a recognized politician by 

anybody who knows him at all - by everybody who knows him. How 

can he now do the job? And indeed, Mr. Speaker, I would suggest 

that if he is an alert and intelligent gentleman as I have known 

him to be, he is probably having some second thoughts himself these 

days about whether he should accept the job or not. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there are only two people, only two 

people in this country, in this Pl::ovince who can solve this particular 

dil-., the dil- of having before us a name for Ombudsman that 

is pretty obviously unacceptable to a large number of our people, 

only two people, first of all, Mr. Speaker, the IIOlllinee himself. 

And I would not be at all surprised - I would not be at all surprised, 

I certainly appeal to him to do so - I would not be at all surprised 

if he decided that it would not be in the best interest of the office or 

of the people of Newfoundland for him to accept the appoint:Dlent. I 

would appeal to him now publicly to consider that very seriously and 

I am sure he is. And I would hope he would.see fit to decline the 

nomination,to say that he recognizes that his appointment is quite 

obviously unacceptable to a large body of people, for that reason 

he feels that he cannot do the job that would be entrusted to him. 

I appeal to him to consider that very seriously. And I would hope 

be would see fit to decline the nomination for those reasons. 
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And the second man, Mr. Speaker, the only other person 

~ho can solve this situation right now is the Premier himself by 

withdrawing the nomination. And I am saying to him, to the Premier, 

and to the nominee for Ombudsman they have a pretty heavy 

responsibility, because they have now to decide whether they are 

going to bull ahead with this one over the opposition of all who 

are opposed, and there is quite a large body of people.or whether 

they are going to take the office of Ombud81118n and therefore 

the interest of the people of Newfoundland to heart and say,this 

is obviously not the way to do things, let us begiq all over, 

and let us see to it this time that we come up with a man who is 

qot only coapetent 1n the ordinary sense of the term but a IUD 

who has had no association with partisan politics whatsoever, uid 

is therefore above any suspicion•,of such involvement, and therefore 

able beyond a shadow of a doubt to be approachable, accessible to 

all the people of the Province no matter what their political 

persuasion nay be. 

Mr. Speaker, I feel very, very strongly about this. I do 

hope that the Premier will see fit to alter the course of action 

to give the motion a six lllOllths hoist or to withdraw it altogether 

and set in motion some machinery to allow us to appoint an 

Ombudsman acceptable to all the people. 

In conclusion the old maxim, of course, still stands: 

~ot only must justice appear to be done, not only 11111st justice 

be done, not only must justice be done in this context• not 

onlv must it be done, not only mus~ we get the • 1111 who is obviowily 

capable and above reproach', but we must get also the man who appears 

in the public uind to be capable to do the job, capable in the 

political context, Mr •. Speaker, I keep covering my ground because 

I know someone is going to get up and attempt to tear into me that 

I somehow indicted this man's competence and that kind of thing, 

the old red herring approach. I would rather, Mr. Speaker, they got 

up and addressed themselves to the questions that we have raised about 

can this man perform, can he relate to the people of Newfoundland 

in view of his 
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public association with a political party, that is the question and 

I would like when the speakers speak if they would address themselves. 

when members speak they would address themselves to that particular 

question. Not only must justice be done in this context, in this 

situation it must also seem to be done and I say if we persue this 

one, if we ram this motion through, this resolution and appoint this 

gentleman as Ombudsman, justice certainly will not be done. We will 

be engaged in a game of patronage. But whether it is done or not, 

you will have an awful job, Mr. Speaker, convincing a lot of people across 

this Province that you have given them the best possible nominee, 

appointee as OmbudslllaD. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Labrador North. 

MR. WOODWARD: (Ah that water is bad, Mr. Speaker. That water is 

very bad.) Mr. Speaker, I just want to add a few brief remarks to the 

resolution. My colleague and friend from Hermitage I feel did some good 

research and did a good job in his presentation. But the thin.g 

that really surprises me is the fact that the Premier introduced the bill 

that was in the Order Paper but had the Minister of Fisheries, and looking 

at the Minister of Fisheries doing the present -

AN HOH. MEMBER: The House Leader. 

MR. WOODWARD: - the House Leader, yes he is the House Leader, the 

Minister of Fisheries, the Bouse Leader, introduced the bill or the 

motion into the Bouse and speak on it. Now, Mr. Speaker, we look at 

the Minister of Fisheries, I felt as a lot of other people in the Province 

feel, that the minister was not sincere when he was dishing out the 

bouquets and the platitudes to the appointee, to Mr. Peddle. 

Now I have the good fortune or the ·uufortune of living in the 

district where Mr. Peddle had served as the M.P. for four years and 

then went about to seek re-election and at that time got defeated. I 

feel as a number of other people do throughout the federal riding 

of Grand Falls-White Bay.- Labrador, that possibly a lot of the people 
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in that particular district will not have confidence in Kr. Peddle if 

he is appointed to this particular post of Ombudsman. A lot of our 

people will not feel that they should go to a political nOlllinee who 

has since been defeated. Not because of the fact that I do not have 

any, I have a very high regard for Mr. Peddle, He is a gen~leman 

in every sense of the word. But then again, I do not think that 

even the Minister of Fisheries and llaybe not even the Premier and 

not even the members of his Cabinet, had the experience of serving 

as a constituent under Mr. Peddle when he served in the House of 

Assembly and served in the House of Commons in Ottawa. 

So for this reason, Mr. Speaker, I feel that the Premier hiaself, 

not only doing an injustice -ybe to Mr. Peddle,or Mr. Peddle will no 

doubt when he occupies that particular office will come under a 

considerable critici- from the public thrcughout this Province. There 

have been a nUllher of areas where groups and people have displayed their 

discontent and they do not like the Premi.er's choice of an Ombudsman in 

one Mr. Ambrose Peddle. We have no doubt that Mr • .Allhrose Peddle himself 

will come under the gun for some, I would consider to be some great 

criticism as the Minister of Fisheries has now experienced today possibly 

after his little set-back going back a few years ago when he thought 

that he should have the highest office in this Province. I have 
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10 doubt that becauae of that that the 11:lnister baa no doubt 

lost contact with a ntaber of his foll.overs iD this respect. But 

I feel it and • aybe it is a thing that is a little bit closer to me. 

And when I look at the Minister of Fisheries in his opening remarka 

I felt that he was not sincere. Be vas saying saaething but he 

was not really sincere about what he was saying. 

MB.. MOORES : Is there a liquor strike on in Labrador? 

MR.. llOODWAJID: There is no liquor strike on in Labrador, Frank, you knov. 

We do not have those problems, you blov. But I feel that is the 

cue and for the sake of the Province and the position of O.budsman 

and for the -ke of a good personal friend of • :lne :In one Am.brose Peddle, 

you mov, who vill be ridiculed to saae degree for taking this position, 

I think the Preaier blovs it, I know it and a lot of t:be public throughout 

this Province indeed. So why should ve • ake that charge? Why should 

ve • ake that charge? If the ~use of Asaembly is going to • ake an 

appo:lnt• ent I think it should not be the Premier vbo is going to. There 

should be so• e consultation with the Bouse and the • -bera of the Bouse. 

You mc,w the Preaier -y laugh and the -ber for Bonavista South • ay 

grin and squi:m a little but there is nothing wrong. We -• fit that 

that the goverDlellt could not co• e to grips with the fishery probleas 

in the Province. They felt fit to set up a Select C-ittee of this 

Bouse who lient about to hear and for once and for all and to get the 

real feeling aud the gripes of the people in this Province. They did that. 

They c-e back. They wrote a report which had the consensus of the 

• embers of the Bouse. We are not dealing .with a particular • inister 

or his jurisdiction in his depart• ent as minister that is given to 

hia by legislation. We are dealing with something that is entirely ner, 

and there is nething wrong with doing a · fair thing. 

Bc,w as al1 govenaents, and I a• sure that the Premier 

is quite -•re,that .A• brose Peddle will be trotting up to the Pr-ier's 

Office maybe a n1aber of t:IJles a day and saying, why did this happen and 

v1ly did saaething else happen? And ve feel when the Pre• ier, and I think 

the real cnm of the • atter, Hr. Speaker, is the fact that when the Premier 

sits down face to face in negotiations with the o• budiaan I a• sure that 
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there is one person who will be at a disadvantage. And I feel 

the s•e as the people do in this Province that the Ombudsman, 

Kr. Peddle, will be at a disadvantage and the Prem.er of the 

Province will have the advantage, and that is not the way that 

the people would like to see the Ombudsman in this Province. I am 

very sincere about this and although we may pass it off lightly 

and say, well what can you doT You can vote against it. And I 

will not vote for it. I have no compunction of Ambrose Peddle 

being appointed to any Civil Service position in this Province. He 

may be as equally as capable as a lot of the Civil Servants that we 

have. But I do not think we should have Mr. Peddle dealing independently 

with the public through the office of an ombudsman. And I 8Jll very 

sincere. And I say this in all sincerity, Kr. Speaker, and I am sure 

that the Preaier feels the same way and for this, I think, he should 

withdr- this motion. He should set up a Select Committee of the 

House and then that coarlttee should no doubt go about to select 

a noainee as an Ombudsman in this Province. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear: Hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Is the House ready for the question? Those in favour 

of the motion "aye." Those against the motion "nay." I declare 

the motion carried. 
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MR. CROSBIE: We have a motion on the select - we have a motion, Mr. 

Speaker, or we approved the report of the committee that was filed here 

on Hay 5, select COIIIJaittee on the - report of the Select C011llllittee on 

Committees is the motion that that report be approved. It was moved 

this afternoon. Have you got the motion? 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR, CROSBIE: I have not got a copy of it here. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is the motion -

MR. CROSBIE: It was the motion that was moved by the Minister of 

Justice this afternoon. Have you got it? What is your problem? 

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Inaudible. 

MR.. 'SPEAKER: That can only be debated by leave of the Bouse. I 

do not have a copy of it. Does the honourable member have leave to 

debate the motion? Is leave granted to debate the motion? There is 

not unanimity so we cannot debate that particular motion. 

On motion second reading of a bill, "An Act Further To Amend 

The Tobacco Tax Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance. 

BON. V. EARLE: Mr. Speaker, this act, "An Act Further To Amend The 

Tobacco Tax Act," just re.ad from the notes, the explanatory notes in 

the act. It is quite simple. It says, "This bill would amend the 

principal Act to update references to The Retail Sales Tax Act (Clause 2); 

to update references to The Financial Administration Act (Clause 5); 

to abolish the requirement of retail dealers to file an annual return 

(Clause 3); to enable the Minister to appoint a person outside the 

Province as a collector (Clause 4); and concerning the appointment 

of inspectors and other officials (Clause 6); and to provide for the 

seizure of tobacco in respect of which tax has not been paid; and to permit 

the detention of a vehicle, ship or aircraft used to transport such 

tobacco (Clause 7). 

I think, Mr. Speaker, that this tightening up of the act, 
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the references to which it relates here are quite obv:lous in them

selves. There has been, I suppose, due to the :Increasing price of 

tobacco in connon with many other things there have been quite a lot 

of attE!JIIPts discovered to· bring tobacco products into the Province 

illegally. I think the most serious of these amendments is number 

(f} here in the explanatory notes which tightens up on that procedure 

which enables the seizure of tobacco in respect of which a tax has 

not been paid. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBFR: Inaudible. 

MR. EAR.LE: I said, Mr. Speaker, these are relatively minor 

amendments which have some importance in the effect of the act. I 

have not got any explanatory notes here other than these which are 

in the bill tonight. So, if anybody wishes to debate them, I now 

move second reading. I now move adoption of the act. 

MR. SPEAKER.: The honourable Member for Hermitage. 

MR. SIMMONS: Hr. ·Speaker, just a question to the minister relating 

to the explanatory note (d}. What is the real import of that provision, 

Mr. Speaker, to have a collector outside the Province! Vould the 

minister just elaborate as to how the need arises! 
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If the honourable minister speaks now he closes the 

AN HONOURABLE MEMJ!ER: r.arry on, boy. 

IB-1 

MR. EARLE: Yes, as I understand the reason for this, to appoint collectors, 

a collector outside of the Province is of course all of the major tobacco 

companies are situated ou~side the Province. 

AN HONOURABLE '!-'EMBER: Inaudible, 

MR. EARLE: Pardon! 

MR. DOODY: No, I was talking to, "Leo". 

MR. EARLE: All of the major, all of the tobacco companies of course 

are situated outside of the Province, and it is not of convenience and 

certainly it is a great expense to be sending an inspector from our 

department to check on the records of these companies all the time. 

It would be far more sensible to appoint somebody on the Mainland who 

could visit the companies from time to time and that would be bis job 

to go alro1n1d because theire is considerable amo1n1t of revenue involved 

in the tobacco tax, and certainly such a person would justify his 

appointment. This is the reason why that is suggested. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Rear! Hear! 

On motion a bil 1, "An Act Further To Amend The Tobacco Tax Act," 

read a second time, ordered referred to a Co11D11ittee of the Whole House 

presently by leave. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Tomorrow• tomorrow, 

MR. SPEAKER: Presently by leave? 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: By leave over there and tomorrow over here. 

MR. SPEAKER: Well, if we do not have leave, it will have to be tomorrow. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Tomorrow? Those i~ favour, "Aye". Those against, "Nay". 

Carried. 

Motion second reading of a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Retail 

Sales Tax Act." 

"nte honourable Minister of Finance. 
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1-'F • F.ARLE: 
Mr. Speaker, I can only give the Rouse at this stage the 

explanatory notes which of course anybody can read here. I have not 

got the reference for these. I will deal with them as best I can. 

It is mostly to repeal existing sections which are superfluous and 

as section (b) says here, to include the tax on tobacco within the 

c!efinition of fair value, to update reference to the following statutes, 

the Revised Statutes of Newfoundland, clause 2 (c), the Gasoline Tax 

Act, Clause 5 (a), the Fuel Oil Tax Act, Clause 5 (a), the Financial 

Administration Act, Clause 8, and the SuDDDary Jurisdiction Act, Clause 

11. 

To expand the definition of "sales in bulk"; (e) concerning the 

calculation of tax in departl!lent store sales, Clause 3; to clarify the 

pa:y111ent of a refund where property is repossessed, Clause 4; (g) to 

exelll!)t needles and syringes used by diabetics; to permit the Deputy 

Minister to cancel or suspend a registration cerrificate. That is a 

function which only the minister can do at the moment. It is just a 

routine matter which is now asked for authority for the Deputy Minister 

of Finance to have the authority to suspend a registration certificate. 

(i) concerning the types of t,ooks of account to be kept and returns 

to be 111Sde by vendors; (j) to place a time limit for appealing a decision 

under Section 35, Clause q; and (k) concerning the definition of words 

used in the regulations, Clause 11; and to repeal Section 61 which has bee~ un

usec!. 

These largely as you will see from the explanatory notes are to delete 

obsolete clauses with the exception of clarification in such instances as 

tn clarify the payment of a ref1md where property is repossessed and to 

exempt needles and syringes used hy diabetics. This is an item on which 

we have had some correspondence with the medical profession. I think it 

speaks for itself, that it is an item which could well be exempt fn,m 

tax. 

To permit the deputy minister to cancel or suspend a registration 

certificate, as I said, that is a function which is a routine matter 

which has been done by the minister previously. But, there is no reason 

in fact it would he advisable that the deputy minister could also carry 

out that function. I move the adoption of this bill. 
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lfR• CROSBIE: This is a very foxward piece of legislation. It is 

another example of the great reforms that the Minister of Finance 

is instituting in his department. I notice that he is going to exempt 

needles and syringes used by diabetics froa the sales tax. I believe 

that is the effect of it. Now that is something that has not been 

noted by the diabetic voting public of the Province, Mr. Speaker, and 

that should be brought to their attention, that the needles and syringes 

they use are now going to be exempted. 

Imagine, Hr. Speaker, that the previous government, actually the 

bardheartedness,wbo :laposed the sales tax on syringes and needles of 

diabetics. Do the diabetics of the Province realize that? I want 

to congratulate the present Minister of Finance for finding this anomaly 

in the law and for taking steps immediately to see that this exemption 

is given. I also want to thank him for clarifying the payment of 

refunds for properties repossesed. That has been a matter much on the 

minds of the public over these past several years and there has been 

a great deal of agitation about it, particularly those who had their 

property repossesed and could not get it clarified, 

As I say I do not want to go on too long here, Mr. Speaker, because 

I know that 118DY honourable members will want to speak to the provisions 

of this bill, but I could not resist just saying a few words of praise 

for this large hearted, generous Minister of Finance ve now have. 

On motion a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Retail Sales Tax 

Act," read a second time ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole 

House on tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order 11, Bill No. 50, it is moved and se~nded that 

Bill No, 50 entitled "An Act Respecting The Transfer Of Certain Lands 

From Reid Newfom1dland Limited and Mines and Forests (Newfoundland) 

Limited To Ber Majesty In Right Of Newfom1dland," be now read a second 

time. 

The honourable Minister of Hines and Energy. 

HR. BARllY: Kr. Speaker, this is the final legal step, legislative step 

that must be taken to conclude what has to be one of the more progressive 
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and I think more noteworthy actions that have been taken in the past 

several decades I would submit, Mr. Speaker, maybe the past several 

centuries for that matter, in repatriating, getting back under the 

control of the people of our Province, the resources !)f this 

Province. In this case this bill will ensure that the lands known . 

as the Reid lands which were acquired by the Crown on July 23 of last 

year, 1974, that they will now be put into the category of Crown Lands 

and this step was necessary because the purchase itself, Mr. Speaker, 

while this got the lands, the Reid lands back within the control of 

ROvernment, that in itself did not give them the status of Crown Lands 

within the meaning of 'l'he C:rmm Lands Act and this bill is necessary 

in order to carry out that objective. 

The bill would enable the lands to be administered, leased, granted 

or otherwise disposed of or dealt with in the same manner as other lands 

to which The Crown Lands Act apl)lies. And the bill will have retroactive 

effect and be deemed to have come into force on July 23, 1974. 

;'low, ~•r. Speaker, we have had 
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certain criticism about the action of the government in this case. 

We have heard statements by the Opposition to the affect that this 

government was making a deal paying money to -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: - I have heard several members opposite - there is 

one right there. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: He admits his error, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. THOMS: Indeed I do not. It was no -

MR. BARRY: We have had the Opposition take the position and 

I assume it is the official position of the Opposition that this 

arrangement should not have been made, that this government should not 

have arranged to obtain control and to pay compensation to the owner -

HR. THOMS: That is what I said here this morning. 

MR. BARRY: 

AN RON. MEMBER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

- for these lands. Now -

Tell the truth now, "T,eo". 

Order, please. 

MR. BARRY: - Mr. Speaker, right from 1972 1from the time that 

this administration took office it was clearly set forth, as a matter 

of fact it was the DIilin election plank that this Moores P.C. Government 

believe that the future of this Province lay in the development 

of its resources - that the future of this Province lay in the people 

of the Province -

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. BARRY: 

Not one thing. Not one -

Order, please: 

- in the people of the Province, Mr. Speaker, 

being given the opportunity to develop their resources. Now, Mr. Speaker, 

when this government came into office what did we find? We found that 

scandalous quantities of mineral lands bad been alienated, given away, 

I will not say sold, Mr. Speaker, I will say given away, tied up 

beyond the control of government, beyond the control of the people 

of the Province. We saw in the area of forestry, Mr. Speaker, we 

saw - and this is not just the previous Liberal Administration, although 

it had its hand in the pie, it had its hand in the pie, Mr. Speaker. 

We did not see that crowd take any action to correct the matter in 

any event. But, Mr. Speaker, we saw in the area of the forestry resources 
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of our Province where the same thing had happened. 'Where unbelivably 

large -

HON, MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. BARRY: 

MR,_SPEAXER: 

Inaudible. 

Order, please! 

- unbelievably large segments -

Order, please! On two or three occasions IIDW 

the honourable Member for Bonavista North have seen fit to interrupt 

when he did not have the procedural right to do so. The Chair feels 

that the honourable Member for Bonavista North will have an opportunity 

to speak to the principle of ~his bill and shall be given the 

opportunity in due course. 

We saw, Mr. Speaker, in the area of forestry resources 

,,,here large segments of our forest lands had been pa11sed beyond the 

control of the people of this Province, beyond the control of the 

government of this Province. 

We saw, Mr. Speaker, that large areas of land that is suitable 

for recreational development had been tied up by previous governments, 

bv previous administrations. In just about every potential resource 

area that you want to look around, everywhere government looked it 

found that there were large portions of this Province's resources 

beyond the control of government,could not be affected by the 

objectives.of government, by the policies of government because they 

had heen given away in the past, Mr. Speaker. 

So in order to permit the people of the Province to develop 

our resources fpf the henefit of all of us, to provide employment, 

to ensure a viable future for our Province the first step that had 

to he taken, Mr, Speaker, in all of these areas was to obtain back 

control of the resource. 
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Now we saw earlier last year the enlightened forestry legislation 

that was brought in that in one fell swoop, Mr. Speaker, brought 

back control from the paper companies, from the private companies 

and brought back control in the hands of government where 

government could influence the way this particular resource is 

developed. 

MR. MURPHY: The Opposition did not agree with that,did they? 

MR. BARRY: Now if I recall correctly the Opposition gave somewhat 

le• s than wholehearted support for that particular piece of legislation 

as well • We now have here• Mr • Speaker• an act to finalize an 

arrangenent that was made to get back control again of a significantly 

large portion of our Province where various resources were in effect 

lying dormant,where there were indications that the owner, and it is not 

just one person who is the owner but there are a nlDber of shareholders, 

some of whom are presumably great corporate executives, some of them 

are absentee landlords, others are not absentees, a fair number of 

them are absentees. But this transfer really commenced in 1972,the 

action to effect this transfer and government started but it really 

caae to a bead, it really cae to a crunch,if honourable menbers 

recall, when -

AH BON. MEMBER.: (Inaudible). 

MR. BARRY: That is right. 

the people of the Clarenville area brought government's 

attention to the fact that a very attractive recreational area was 

about to be disposed of, was about to be lost as a recreational area 

for the people of the Province. Now this was not the only reason, 

Mr. Speaker, that this move was taken to buy back very considerable 

resources, to buy back the tiJnber rights, the recreational rights. 

MR. WOODWABD: Mr. Speaker, if this legislation is so 1Jnportant 

I suggest we should have a quo1!Ulll in the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Call in the mm.hers. 
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MR. SPF.AKER: Would the clerk count the Bouse please? 

There is a quorum. 

The Bon. Minister of Mines and F.nergy. 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, as I 
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was saying this arrangement between Reid Limited and the Newfoundland 

Government came to a head when it appeared that a very significant 

recreational area, near Clarenville, was about to be lost to the 

people of the Province. And the people of the Clarenville area 

became aware of this and brought it to the attention of government. 

And government acted very swiftly to ensure that this property, this 

valuable asset, this resource would not be lost to the people of 

the Province, and it concluded an arrangement whereby not only that 

area but the Reid lands generally were purchased and by this piece 

of legislation these lands will new be available to every citizen 

of this Province who wishes and is interested in taking action 

under the Crown Lands Act to acquire titles. And the normal 

procedures, of course, will have to be followed. 

But if a person now wants to build a house, wants to 

develop a farm, wants to obtain a summer cabin, wants to develop a 

ski trail, a fishing lodge, it can be done. It could not, Mr. Speaker, 

be done before this land wss purchased by our government and before 

this legislation was introduced, Of course it will not be able to 

be done until the House passes this legislation. But once this 

legislation has been passed, then we have a very considerable 

resource back within the control of government available to the 

people of this Province. 

That is not an insignificant step, Mr. Speaker. That is 

not an insignificant policy to repurchase these resources of the 

Province that had been so stupidly given away. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: ----
MR. EVANS: 

MR. BARRY: 

Hear! Hear: 

By whom? 

Dagwood. 

Ry governments in the past. We should hang our heads 

in shame when we see some of the things that our ancestors did. Let 

us hope that our children with hindsight can look back at what we are 

doing in thi.s House today and not be able to point to us w1 th the 

same scorn. 

MR. EVANS: Burgeo's -

MR. BARRY: But I believe we can point bjlck to some of the 

Nir,ht 
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activities carried out in this honourable House in the past. But 

in any event, Mr, Speaker, this is a very siP,nificant bill. It 

is not a bill that should go unnoticed, It is not a bill that 

should pass without debate, without long, detailed, specific 

debate. And on behalf of the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture, 

it gives me great oleasure, Mr. Speaker, to move second reading of 

this bill. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 

MR. SPEAKER: - --- ·----

MR. THOMS: 

Hear! Hear! 

The honourable the Member for Bonavista North. 

Mr. Speaker, the honourable minister on behalf 

of the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture f:ailed, I believe, in 

presenting this bill to the honourable House to answer some of the q-•ti•n• 

many of our people are asking today in respect to this deal between 

Reid Newfoundland Limited and the C,overnment of Newfoundland. 

Mr. Speaker, way back in, I believe it was 18,6, when the 

government of the day was building a railway across Newfoundland,or 

attempting to build a railway across Newfoundland, they found 

themselves during that period of time somewhat short on cash. And 

of course they looked to other means to build the railway and they 

came up with this company of Reid Interests - Reid Newfoundland 

Interests it was later known as - and Reid Newfoundland Interests 

agreed in writing, signed documents - I have them on file here and 

I can get them if the honourable minister would like to look at 

them - that they would build the railway. I ,'.im not sure of the 

aoproximate area they started in, it was East of Goobies. They took the 
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railway from that point right on through and in return not only would 

they build the railway but they would operate it. In return for building 

and operating this railway Reid Newfoundland Limited received certain 

parcels of land, mostly along the track, not all along the track but 

most of them were along the track. For example, the two in Indian 

Bay were not close to the track. But, Mr. Speaker, Reid Newfoundland 

Company failed to fulfill their obligation to the government and to 

the people of tlis Province and they abandoned the railway in 1921. 

By abandoning the railway, I claim and my colleagues claim that they 

forfeited all rights to the said parcels of land that they had pre

viously received from the Government of Newfoundland. Now, these 

were large, huge tracts of land. Most of them were a mile wide and 

they varied in depth, anywhere from five to ten miles, maybe some of 

them even further. They were prime areas of timber all throughout 

Central Newfoundland. Some of them were the best recreational areas 

we have in our Province and I cite two, one in Indian Bay and of course 

the one in Clarenville. 

Mr. Speaker, what I said at the time when the government made this 

deal with Reid Newfoundland,and I believe the price that the government 

quoted at that time vas something like $4.5 million that they would 

canpensate Reid Newfoundland for, I stated at that time that we owed 

Reid Newfoundland nothing because if we fought this battle legally 

we could have reclaimed this land for a minimum of cost and therefore -

MR. CROSBIB.: Why did you not do it in the last - Do not be so foolish! 

MR. THOMS: I must be touching a sore point, Mr. Speaker, because I 

got a rise from the Minister of Fisheries. I claim, Mr. Speaker, that 

we could have retrieved these parcels of land with a minimum of cost. 

But the government, Mr. Speaker, in its blundering haste went ahearl 

full speed and as far as I am concerned wasted $4.5 million of the 

taxpayers' Jm>ney. I note that in the estimates of 1974-75 we spent 

$1,255,000 or at least we donated it to Reid Newfoundland Limited ,md noP 

again in the present estimates we are donating another $1,210,000. I 
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would like to ask the minister how much more 1D011ey we will owe Rei~ 

Newfoundland Company and whether or not ve are receiving these parcels 

of land or are they just surface rights? Are we also receiving the 

mineral rights with these parcels of land and are we acquiring all 

the Reid lots in Newfoundland~ Because if we are going to do this 

job, let us do it right and proper and let us take it all back from 

Reid. If it has got to cost us money~and it appears like every move 

this administration makes, Mr. Speaker, it costs us millions and millions 

of dollars, and I would say this is over $4 nillion which we should not 

have had to spend. 

MR. DOODY: How could we do it? 

MR. THOMS: This could certainly have been spent in other areas of 

the Province which need it very badly. 

MR. DOODY: How would you do it? 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Industrial Development says, 

how would I do it. How can I tell him how I would do it when I am not 

in his boots. He has the power. They are the administration. Are they 

not competent enough to perform the task of the day or do they have to 

blunder like they have blundered over this project and 
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wasted $4.5 million. Mr. Speaker, again I reiterate.I asked the 

minister have we purchased all the Reid lots that were owned by Reid 

at that time. I know all the Reid lots we cannot buy because some 

of them have been previously sold, I think, to two of the paper companies 

and maybe others to other interests,but all the Reid lots that were 

owned by Reid at, say, June or July of 1974, have we purchased all of 

them? And do we also have the mineral rights, not just the surface 

rights, of these lands? 

MR. SPF.AKER: 

debate. 

If the honourable minister speaks now he closes the 

MR. CROSBIE: If the honourable gentleman is finished, I would like 

to say a few words on this, Mr. Speaker -

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. CROSBIE: - because of all the footling nonsense that I have 

heard in the House in a long time the honourable gentleman is the 

footlingest. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. CROSBIE: The footlingest. 

MB.. WOODWARD: (Inaudible). 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes. It is a new word I juat coined. 

Mr. Speaker, the honourable gentleman gets up 

and he says, you know, that it is his opinion,and anybody can have 

an opinion, it does not matter if it is an informed one or not and the 

honourable gentleman opposite we certainly cannot class him in the 

ranks of informed opinion on this, but in his opinion,he says,and makes 

a broad general statement of the B.eid Companies about forty or fifty years 

ago defaulted in the contract they had of the Newfoundland government and 

in his opinion they do not own any of this land in the Province and that, 

therefore, the government of the Province should not have paid anything 

for the land. Well now if that were the case then the Reids would not 

have had this land for the last thirty or forty or fifty years,were that 

the case. Were that the case surely, you know, the government that was 

in Newfoundland,that reigned in Newfoundland from 1949 to 1972 would 
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have taken these steps that he ls now descr1bing. He should have 

passed this information on to them so that they could have taken this 

great step of just taking over all the Reid lands that were 

left in the Province without paying them a cent of compensation,if 

that were the case. If Reids did not own the land, and if we had 

the legal right to the land,does anybody in this House or in the 

Province think that we would have paid Reids a cent for the land? 

They are only paid for the land because our lawyers are satisfied, 

as have been the lawyers of the Newfoundland Government, persumably, 

for the last fifty years or whatever it dates back to,that Keids 

had title to the land. 

Now I cannot remember all the history of the past 

Reid transactions but there were various contracts made with 

previous Newfoundland governments in the old days of Responsible 

Government, and they could not be carried out by the government, 

or they could not be carried out by Reids,or circmnstances changed 

or contracts were changed and what not. But I can assure honourable 

gentlemen of one thing that the lands that the government purchased 

from Ried had to be purchased and paid for because the Reids had 

good title to them, and we were not going ~o expropriate some of these 

lands without compensation, without having some very, very excellent 

reason to do it. In fact it would be unheard of So, therefore, 

the government of Newfoundland had to bargain with Rieds and the price 

that was come up with was the best price that could be achieved in the 

view of the government. But for the honourahle gentleman to suggest, 

you know, that'the whole matter was very, very simple, that the Newfoundland 

government just had to say to Reids, you do not own the land, forget 

what the lawyers saY, and so on and so forth,we say that fifty years 

ago you violated a contract you had or you did not carry it out and now 

the land is ours, you know. To suggest that that is the case and 

that this money could have been saved is just, you know, it cannot 

b.e left to stand unrepudiated. Not only that, Mr. Speaker, but one 
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of the honourable gentleman going most berserk last year when this 

was a current issue - I think it started down in the Clarenville area -

when this became a current issue I think it was about an area down in 

Clarenville where Reids were going to sell or lease the land to some 

developer who was going to interfere with soae area they had been 

using to ski on or for recreational purposes,there became a great 

furor down there and around the Province and one of the honourable 

gentleman or the honourable gentleaen opposite were leaders of a 

furor that action must be taken that this must be stopped,that the 

government must get control of the land. The goveniment felt the same 

way. And the aember for Trinity North felt the saae way and the government 

did take action and the gover11111ent has had to paid Reids the value 

of the Reid's interest in that land. Now any other suggestion such 

as the honourable gentleman makes really means that he is suggesting 

that land should be expropriated from private owners in this Province 

and they should be paid nothing for it if we decide that it is in the 

public interest to do it. Well that has got a certain amount of 

attractiveness, you_know. I can think of lots of people here I would 

like to expropriate and not give them a cent and lots of good reasons for 

doing it but we have not come to that stage in this Province yet and I 

do not think we are like1y to for another couple of days. So, 
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you know, I would love to be able to say that the honourable 

gentleman - you know, I would like to be mad at the honourable 

gentleman and say, my God if he had only told us last year 

that Reid's did not own that land, we could have saved for the 

Province $4.S million. If he had only just ~TJ:itten us a letter, 

Mr. Speaker, and said that this was the case, that in his opinion 

they did not know that we would have saved $4.5 million. Well 

unfortunately all the lawyers whoever looked at the situation 

have unanimously found that Reids do have title and the only 

way we could get it, unless we expropriate it and give them no 

compensation,was by buying it which is what the government did, 

and TJh.ich is what the people of Newfoundland want, and which is 

fair to the people who own Reids. Reids by the way is not just 

someone individual. It always sounds more dramatic if you say 

Reid. This ogre, Mr. Reid whoever he is,owns all this land in 

Newfoundland, and , you know, it just should not be pendtted. 

Well it happens that it is a company, and it has - I do not know 

how many shareholders, I think a couple of hundred shareholders 

who live just not in Newfoundland but all over the world and 

in the U.K and so on. So it is not even just taking land from some 

one individual, some one great land barron, one great robber barren 

that o~ms it. It would be taking it from several hundred shareholder!' 

and their families. So -

MF. THOMS: WhRt about the minerfll rights? 

MR. CROSBIE: Pardon? 

1"!1. THOMS: Did we get the mineral rights? 

MR. CROSBIE: I do not know, We did not take the mineral 

rjghts, We have the surface rights, and we have certain timber 

rights hut not the mineral rights. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the answer is that we pa;l.d because Reids had 

the title and our lawyers assured us that they had title, and our 

lawyers an,roved the title we got from them, and this is what the 

neonle of the Province wanted and this kind of quibbling therefore 

has to repuidated. 
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MR. SPEAKER (An.WARD): Is it the pleasure of the House that this 

bill be now read a second time? 

MJl. BARRY: Mr. Speaker . I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I was not 

here when the honourable gentleman opposite, the Hon. House Leader 

cut short his speech, I expected him to rage on much longer. 

Well we have lots of legislation, Hr. Speaker, I ,;,ould not 

want to hold up the progress of this House. I just want to ~eply 

to a couple of matters raised by the Hon. Member for Bonavista 

North. First of all,the fact that in his opinion the land should 

have been forfeited in 1921 when they did not complete the railway, 

I might agree with him on that. But unfortunately the action was 

not taken, do not ask me why, but I would imagine there were some 

curious arrangements made for even more curious reasons back in 

those days, but in any event the land was not forfeited. There was 

an arrangement made,as I understand it,whereby the government took 

back, and took U'POn itself the responsibility for seeing that the 

railroad was completed, but it did not take back the land at that 

time. It did not take back the rights that had been given to the 

Reid Company1 Again do not ask me why. In my opinion,as the honourable 

members o~posite,I think it probably should have been. But that was 

not done. 

Since then there have been other companies that have 

purchased land from Reids, who obviously would not have paid good 

cold hard cash if there was not some title there in Reids. There is 

nothing to indicate as far as government is concerned that title 

was not in Reids. If yoµ talk about $4.5 million as being too 

much to spend for these thousands of acres just think, just as 

comparison, you know, just to compare what this $4.5 million is or 

how much land you can acquire for that 1 apparently there is a 

fair degree of belief in the Province that the $7 million a year 

that could be derived from the energy sale of the Llyods River 

diversion should be foregoing, foregone,! am sorry, given up in 

order to avoid flooding five square miles of land in the C.eorge The 

Fourth Lake area and to avoid certain interference rith the downstream 

Red Indian Lake-Exploits River area. So if you 
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think in terms of the actual resources on the pround, included in this 

vast territory that is being reclaimed by row,rnrnent -

.'\~ HON. ~MBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: I have not got the, unfortunately , the specific amount of 

acreap:e, Sir . !,'e can iet it at the Com111ittee stage we "lidll get that 

infon:ia t:lon. 

'l'R.. MUl'J'HY: What is it 500 -

}IR. BARRY: llhat is it? 

~!R. MAYNARD: 500,000 acres. 

!'IP.. BARRY: 500, !)110 arres, that is almost 1,000 square miles -

I\N l!ON. }'El"llER: Inaudible. 

~'!J!. BAllRY: Almost 1,000 square miles. 1,00(1 square miles maybe what 

~4~,000 acres. 900 square miles of territory, and what did that work 

out to an acre, so many cents an acre was it not? I am sorry I should 

have, we were sort of caught -

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: I was caught unexpectedly. vou divide the -

"!R, CROSBIE: About eight cents an acre • . 

MR. BARRY: About eight cents an acre. Now I :io not think that there 

are too many people in this Province who would say that that was a bad 

harp,ain. I think most people in this Province, I have to say the people 

that I have spoken to on this, are wholeheartedly in favour of government 

pettinp. back control of this land. Now what tne honourable member opposite 

surrests government should have done, I would suspect that if government 

had done what he recommended he would have a djfferent tune to sing, but 

what he is recommending is that we engage in expropriation without 

compensation, that we behave like a banana republic, that we take 

the land from Reids and not give them anything. Now if government 

enp.apes in this, takes the land from Reids for what may be some 

rood reason in our minds or in the honourable members opposite minds, 

then what is to keep us from doing that to our next door neighbour 

tomorro~, to the man down the street the day after? What protection 

does any citizen in the Province have? What assurance does any 
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investor who is thinking about putting money into the Province have, 

that we will not do the same thing to him tomorrow? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: No, Mr. Speaker, responsible government cannot engage 

in this sort of activity. So we negotiated and we paid a price that 

resulted in my opinion, in a good bargain for the Province and I think 

most citizens of the Province have agreed with. 

Now the honourable member asked whether mineral rights were included, 

The honourable member knows that mineral rights were not included in 

the arrangement. That does not mean that the mineral rights,and there 

is 2 large territory for mineral rights to be held by any one 

company, that does not mean that they are going beyond the control 

of government for all time because this government has already steps 

in motion to ensure that control is obtained of not just the mineral 

rights with respect to the Reid lands, but the mineral rights of this 

~rovince that have been alienated or granted in long-term concessions 

to any company and there is a bill on the Order Paper, if I could 

put my hand on it here now• Mr. Speaker• I think it is number seven 

if I am correct, let me see, is it number seven, an°Act To Impose 

A Tax Upon The Land In Respect Of Which Persons Have The Right To 

Mine.'' And what we are proposing, Mr. Speaker, and what we hope to 

have legislation, the legislative draftsmen permitting, for this session 

of the House, is legislation that will impose an annual acreage tax on 

land where people have the mineral rights. And they rill have the option 

of paying the tax of exploring and spending money in looking - we do 

not care who holds mineral rights if the property is being explored 

properly and thoroughly and money is being spent. But .:his act will ensure 

that either the territory is thoroughly explored annually, sufficient 

quantities of dollars are spent on exploring the land to develop 

the mineral rights, or the holder of the mineral rights will pay 

an annual rental or tax to government or the 
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lands will revert back to the Crown, Now, with this type of policy which 

has already been enunciated - I have made a statement on this and on which 

I have not received, I do not think I have received any flak - there has 

been some concern raised by one or two c0111panies but generally it appears 

to be a principlti that is accepted nationally a·nd I suspect internationally 

by mining companies. I have gotten no indication that this is likely to 

cause anybody to take their money elsewhere. Companies, modern companies, 

progressive companies are prepared to operate under these terma. They 

ai•ree that unless a company is prepared t,:, p:et c•ut and spend money in 

looking for mineral deposits which can be devel,,ped in t, mines. then 

they should give up their mineral rights. So, it is not necessary for 

government. That would be a case of where we would be spending money 

unnecessarily,as the honourable members just rec01!111ended we not do,if 

we had Durchased the mineral rights because there would have had to be 

an increased amount and it would have been an unbelievably complex 

matter to try and evaluate. What are the mineral rights of those lands 

worth? There is nobody who could tell me. We were ensaged in that 

process at one time. If you recall, at one stage an offer had been 

made by the Reid Company to sell the lands to government for - how 

many millions? 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Thirty-six. 

MR. BARRY: $36 million. That included -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Forty-two. 

MR. BARRY: Forty-two, sorry,that included re.obits and moose and caribou 

and partridge and ptarmigan and trees and rocks and flowers and mineral 

rights. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: One bear every five acres. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: But anyhow, Mr. Speaker, it was decided that it is not 

necessary to repurchase the mineral rights because there are going to be 

policies applicable not just to Reid but to evcrybod¥ holding mineral 

rights in the Province that will insure that these mineral rights are 

6390 



June 5, 1975, Tape 2141 RH - 2 

not held indefinitely, that they will either be developed or revert 

back to the Crown or the Crown will get significant rentals from them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that that answers the - the other 

specific questions can be brought up in committee and particularly 

the one on the specific number of acres. There is approximately 

500,000. 

MR. THOMS: Did we get all the Reid lots? 

MR. BARRY: All the Reid lots, as far as I am aware except the ones 

that had been alienated previously -

MR. MAYNARD: All that they still owned. They had sold some previously. 

MR. BARRY: It is my recollection that is the case. Again, that is 

something that we will determine specifically at the committee stage 

when the minister is available. But, Mr. Speaker, I do not think there 

is any question that this is a good bargain that has gotten back, not 

for government, not just to lie stagnant or dormant, but a resource 

that has come back and that is now by this legislation being put out 

for the use of all the people of the Province. I think that all the 

people of the Province are aware of the value of this very significant 

resource and support this proposal. I would ask all members of this 

honourable Houae to support the proposal. 

On motion second reading of a bill, "An Act Respecting The Transfer 

Of Certain Landa From Reid Newfoundland Limited In Mines And Forests 

Newfoundland Limited to Her Majesty In Right Of Newfoundland;
1
read a 

second time, referred to a Comnittee ·of the whole House on tomo=ow. 

On motion second reading of a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The 

Wild Life Act." 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Tourism. 

HON. R. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, this is a bill to widen the powers of 

wildlife officers, to give them the power of arrest, 
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to give them authority to search certain pro~erties and to seize 

firearms without a warrant. It also provides the minister with 

authority to appoint wardens, deputy tiardens fn various parts of 

the Province wherever necessary. The bill when passed "10uld 

automatically mean that the field officers of Forestry and 

Agriculture would be "termed wildlife officers and have all the 

powers of such officers with the exception of the power of arrest. 

It would also make it mandatory for a convicting magistrate to 

order forfeiture of wildlife which is the subject of the charge 

and to authorize forfeiture in his discretion of anything else that 

might be seized. It would increase the , penalty. And in certain 

areas, Mr. Speaker, which have posed a problem, where there are 

offences which are repeated by individuals,it would make it mandatory 

for the magistrate to cancel the licence, the hunting licence of 

that person if convicted for a period of three years. It defines the 

word •possession'. And it would provide for and give the authority 

to the tdldlife officer to seize and, if necessary, to arrest a 

person without having clear-c~t proof if the person is in company 

with another person or· two that that person has or intends to commit 

an offence under the Wildlife Act. 

In other words on occasion my field staff have experienced 

great difficulty in establishing the identity of a person who has 

poached or who in fact is caught just prior to C0111111itting the 

offence, because the individual would give a false name and the 

officer had no authority to arrest that person and to ask for proof 

of identity. In this particular instance if proof of identity is 

not produced the officer has the authority to arrest the person. 

It also, of course, provides for the R.C.M.P. officers, the Newfoundland 

r.onstabularly officers would also have the authority to act and have 

the same powers under this Act. 

So really, Mr. Speaker, in a nutshell,the bill increases the 

authority of the wildlife officers, increases the staff that may be 

used as wildlife officers, and given all the authority and powers 

conferred upon the wildlife officer with the exception of the arresting 
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authority. and it provides for stiffer penalties and eliminates 

or hopefully eliminates the repetition of offences wherever 

necessary. 

I 1110ve second reading. 

MR. SPEAKRR: The Hon. Meaber for 11onavista North. 

MR. P. S. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, there seems to be quite a 

gulf between the Minister of Mines and Energy and the Minister of 

Tourism these days. Whenone just spoke there he would not take 

frOlll Reids the lands that they. as far as I am concerned,so 

unrightly possessed and then be talked about a 11anana Republic, 

And then the Minister of Tourism turns right around and says in 

effect we are a banana republic,that we should walk into anyone's 

home at any hour of the day and do what we like. This is what this 

piece of legislation is saying. This breaks all the laws of common 

sense in the world. Do you know that if my neighbour takes up the 

phone and says,Paul Thoms got a moose, that a gaD1e warden,an 

Agricultural Officer or a Forestry Officer can walk into my house 

and search without any warrant whatsoever? That is the authority 

that this legislation is giving to these people. And, Mr. Speaker, 

this is bad legislation, this is legislation that was only dreamed 

up by a kangaroo court. 

MR. DOODY: Would you repeat that? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Have you got either one? 
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. THOMS : Mr. Speaker , there is no way -

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please! The Chair is asking the honourable Member 

for Bonavista North to withdraw the phrase kangaroo court. 

ly unparliamentary. 

It is certain-

MR. THOMS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the remark. I do, however, 

say that, Mr. Speaker, this is a very unreasonably, unrealistic and 

unfair piece of legislation the way the present administration is 

treating or is considering the wildlife of this Province. They have 

seasons now licensed which only tend to destroy the wildlife of our 

Province, our caribou herds, our moose herds because of the irrespon

sible dates that we have for harvesting our wildlife is adding an 

adverse effect. It is depleting our wildlife stocks as rapidly as 

time goes by and if this continues we will not need wildlife officers 

in another five or six years because we will have nothing in the wilder

ness of this Province to protect. We here in this legislature, Mr. 

Speaker, if this 1goes through and I presume !twill, are giving, just 

imagine, Mr. Speaker, we are giving forestry officers, people in the 

agriculture department the right to enter anyone's home whatsoever 

without any search warrant whatsoever,an anonvmous phone call can 

give him the authority to walk in my home or anyone's home in New

foundland and to search what he likes,where and when he likes without 

any justification whatsoever. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible). 

MR. THOMS: This explanatory note gives him that authority. The 

minister just said so. A policeman must have a search warrant. The 

only other officers that I know are the fisheries officers. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. THOMS: I am not talking about suspecting. I am under suspicion 

all the time. But given an ordinary person which the Tourist Depart

ment may hire on during the summer months, say, they may be a student, 

for the summer months/ the most, a lot of - I would not say the most 

but a lot of the people 1n the Department of Tourism, the Department 
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of Forestry and Agriculture are hired on for a three or four month period 

during the suamer months. Do you mean to say that we are giving these 

people the right to enter my home and your home at any hour of the day 

and night and to do e.zactly what they like, to search without a search 

warrant? The administration must be crazy. Mr. Speaker, no, we cannot 

BUpport such a piece of legislation. Well, I agree that we need rigid 

controls over the wildlife herds of our Province and over the harvesting 

of them but we also need sensible controls. This legislation will only 

fight the people of this Province. It will not co-operate with them. 

It will not try to persuade them to exercise proper and right harvesting 

techniques. It will only challenge it and it will brutally invade the 

privacy of many innocent people because I do not care how good a wild

life officer you are, an agricultural forestry officer,you are bound 

to -lee mistates,and if you have people who are not necessarily incom

petent but they do not have the training as police officers do that 

upon any anonyaous'pbone call, letter, that they can enter into private 

buildings and to search without search warrants. You do not get such 

action. 

I - sure the Member for St. John's South aust understand that 

such actions do not occur in deaocracy such as we have. If a person 

is under suspicion,and there is every right to 8118pect that be is 

poaching, then I say,yea, the letter of the law should take its course 

but 
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it should be done right and properly and if a person's dwelling 

house is to be searched it should be searched under a warrant 

not by every Tom, Dick and Harry in these two departments -

MR. HICKEY: There is nobody by that nane. 

MR. THOMS: You got no one by Tom in the Department of Tourian? 

He is the head of it. 

MR. MURPHY: Toa is a wildlife officer. 

MR. THOMS: It says that any officers - I know several of them 

called Toa. There is one of them called Richard. But, Mr. Speaker. 

no way can we agree with this legislation when we are giving theae 

people the authority - I cannot use that word - when we are giving 

these people the authority to act in such a manner and to encroach, 

maybe not every time• Mr • Speaker• but I think you will find that 

we will have 11181lY encroachments upon innocent people. upon the privacy 

of innocent people. upon on their dwellings which is certainly 

unnecessary . There is a better way to do it. There is a aore sensible. · 

logical way to do it. There is a way to do it within the law that 

exists now. There is no need for us to act as the Gestapo or to use 

Gestapo-like tactics. We IDllst. in all cases. work in co-operation 

with the public and to raid a person's house with no warrant is really 

giving the different wildlife officers or the temporary officers in the 

sunmertime this supreme authority which I do not believe is warranted. 

Now we have had many cases of poaching in Newfoundland. I suppose we, 

possibly, over the years have had thousands. Some of them have been 

brought to trial, some of them have been brought to justice. Maybe 

some of them have not. That is quite possible. 

But, Hr. Speaker, I believe the minister and the officials 

of his department are taking this thing just a little too far. There 

is not as much poaching done as one is led to believe,while I admit 

there is some done, most definitely. But it is not done to any large 

degree. And there is no justification that the minister can present 

to this House to bring such drastic legislation and try to pass this 

tragic legislation which can only act in a dictatorial way against 

the innocent citizens of our Province. Mr. Speaker, while sane of the 

sections of this proposed legislation I agree with~in whole I cannot 
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agree with it because they are indeed offensive, very offensive and, 

Mr. Speak.er, I would ask the minister if be would withdraw this 

legislation. And, Mr. Speak.er, with that in aind I would like to 

ask the llinister to withdraw and reconsider a11d if necessary to 

rev•p this legislation. And I would like to move, Kr. Speaker, 

1111 amendment seconded by the member for Fogo to •end the motion 

so that it reads that this bill will be read a second t:hne this 

day six months hence. 

MR.. CROSBIE: I would like to speak to the amendment, Kr. Speaker. 

Nov if honourable gentleman opposite can show us that this bill 

pend.ts, you know, what the honourable gentleman opposite says it 

permita,wildlife officers to run berserk through the Province 

arresting the peaceful citizen, in his home anywhere in this Province, 

just to run into their house without a warrant, arrest them or search 

the house, if he can abov any clause in this bill which giv~a anyone the 

power to do that, we will certa:lnly have that amended out of the 

bill at second reading .or at committee stage. You can count on that 

Mr. Speaker. 

MR. TBOKS: B.ead the explanatory note. 

MR.. CROSBIE: Never mind the explanatory note. I mean,what kind 

of legal interpretation is this, Mr. Speaker? The explanatory note 

means nothing. You know, it is not the explanatory note. Judges 

do not interpret the explanatory notes. They read 
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MR. CROSBIE: the provisions of the bill passed by the House. Now 

there is only one section of the rill that the honourable gentleman 

can be referring to and that is clause (8) which amends section 12 

of the Act, and that says, the new suggested section says, a wildlife 

officer may without a warrant, enter and search any (a) logging 

camp, mining camp or construction camp, (b) trapping camp, hunting 

camp, fishinp camp or other camp, (c) summer cottage or other 

structure erected in an area frequented by wildlife and (d) any 

vehicle in or near an area frequented by wildlife, 

MR. THOMS: They do not need that right. 

MR. CROSI.BE: Now just listen! If the honoura~le gentleman listens 

he might learn something and not get up in this House and try to frighten 

to death half the people of the Province that the Gestapo are going to storm 

in tomorrow if this bill is passed. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible, 

MR, CROSIBE: Now- Ln which he has reasonable cause to suspect any 

gun or other firearm is being kept or had contrary to this act or the 

regulation and may on view seize the gun or other firearm and upon 

conviction of any person and so on the gun is forfeited. That is 

what the section says. 

MR, WOODWARD: Read section 6 (lOA). 

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, you know honourable gentlemen when they 

debate the bill they can refer to other sections, that is what that 

section says. Those are the circumstances on which a wildlife officer 

can do it, Number one:it has to be in an area, this has to be a structure 

erected in an area frequented by wildlife. Now for example St. John's, 

Corner Brook, Grand Falls, Grand Bank, Gambo, or pratically any other 

settlement you can mention is not an area frequented by wildlife, except 

for the honourable gentleman opposite. That is one bit of wildlife that 

frequents Gambo, 

MR. THOMS: We have seen more in the Town of Gander. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes,but it is not an area frequented by - an area 

frequented by wildlife is an area out in the countryside where the moose 

and the caribou and,what is it? the Pine Marten - you know, they are all 
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and the caribout and what is it the Pine Marten -

MR THOMS: Inaudible. 

MR, CROSBIE: They are all wondering now about the Pine Marten, 

cripes I never saw a Pine Marten before. I have never seen one. 

But anyway that is where the Pine Marten operate in areas frequented 

by wildlife and the rabbits and all the other little wild things. 

Now if there is a hunting camp in a wildlife area or a summer cottage 

or a trapping camp or a hunting camp or a logging camp or a mining 

or construction camp, this gives the wildlife officer the power to go 

in without a warrant if he has reasonable cause to believe there is 

a firearm being kept there illegally,and search the place. Now I think 

that is something different, Mr. Speaker, than the suggestion that this 

bill permits wildlife officers to go and search any private home or dwelling 

in this Province or in any part of the Province. 

Now let us just be sensible. They would be given the power to do that 

in a wildlife area and structures located in a wildlife area. Now I can 

see an argument, everybody hesitates about this, so I can see an 

argument that could be argued: This is too big a power to give them. 

Well it dependson how severe and how much damage you think is being 

done now because our wildlife officers right now have not got sufficient 

power to try to stop the illegal hunting and so on and so forth that is 

being done. But as long as that clause, it is clear in that clause that 

they only have that power in an area frequented by wildlife, I would be 

prepared to try it. I do not think it is very offensive. 

Now if that was a clause that they could come into my house here 

in St. John's and search it anytime they wished that would be different, 

Then I would agree with the honourable gentleman. But that is not the 

power given in that clause at all. And I do not know any other clause in 

here where any power such as the honourable gentleman describes is 

given. But if on the Committee stage when we look at these clauses, honourable 

gentlemen opposite are genuinely worried and it seems that this might be too 

broad or too wide, well we will amend it. We will agree with you and amend 

it or delete it if that is the way it appears to be. Now it would not 

be the first time. 
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I remember being in the House about four years ago, the last 

government -

MR. IOODWARD: The wording "other structure" -

MR. CROSBIE: Yes I do not know what the wording "other structure" is 

there for. It is a summer cottage or other structure, so other 

structure could be somebody's what do you call it, little wooden 

thingumbobber you know, it could be anything. But I remember about 

four years ago we had amendments to The Wildlife Act -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. CROSBIE: About four years ago, Mr. Speaker, in 1970 we had 

amendments I think it was to The Wildlife Act that proposed 

some changes. The Opposition at that time,and I was in the Opposition, 

pointed out the dangers there were in those clauses and the government 

amended them. If honourable gentlemen opposite persuade us that 

anything _in here is offensive or dangerous when ·this goes through 

Committee then we will do the same. But I do not think that what 

the honourable gentleman is saying is borne out by a close look at this 

bill or any legal interpretation of it. But if any of his worries are 

borne out when we look at this in Committee then we are prepared to 

listen to changes or even deletions. But the mjnister has already 

made claim, Mr. Speaker, and there it is - action has to be taken to try 

to preserve our wildlife, the caribou and the moose, the partridge 
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and the other forms of wildlife in this Province which are being 

slaughtered illegally, which are being chased in the Winter by skidoos 

and snow machines of all kinds. This kind of thing has got to be put 

a stop to if we are going to have any wildlife in the Province to hunt 

or any wildlife even to look at. So, what the honourable gentleman raises 

is a serious problem. I do not think his fears are justified by what is 

in here, but if they are and it turns out that there is any justification 

for what he is saying, well then we will change it in connnittee. 

J,IR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of 'Finance. 

MF. EARLE: ~r. gpeaker, I would like to have a few words to say on 

this particular amendment. First may I say on the general principle 

of the protection of our wildlife, I do not think that there can ~ossibly 

be any regulations or any law brought into this Province which is too 

stringent. I say that in all truthfulness. In Newfomidland one has only 

to go back a comparatively few years to know the abundance of wildlife that 

was in this Province. Go back a little further and there are hmidreds and 

thousands of carcasses or caribou stacked up on the railway tracks to rot 

and now we cannot find caribou without the aid of a helicopter or a skidoo. 

It eeet'IS to me that in a lot of our Province that anything that · cao 

crawl, creep, run, jump, fly or swim is fair game for the residents. I 

traveled a great deal of the rural areas of this Province, and you find 

evidence of poaching and illegal shooting all over the Province. Only 

last Smiday I was discussing it in an area quite close to St. John's 

where one of the old residents of the place, a very senior citizen, very 

law-respecting, law-abiding man was telling me of at least five or six 

moose carcasses that were brought into that settlement out of season. 

This is going on all over the Province. It is not only moose and caribou. 

It is every kind of creeping, crawling, running creature. 

The advent of the Rkidoo in Newfoundland has made the whole Island, 

the whole Province an area where anyone with the equipment can get around 

almost any part of the Province. It opens it wide up for anybody who 

has the inclination to kill anything. The only protection that the game 

have is the use of the helicopter. Fortmiately the law enforcement officers 

in the R.C.~.P. and people through the use of a helicopter can spot these 

fellows out slaughtering game in any kind of a place. Last Winter we heard 

6401 



.June 5, l1J75 Tape 2146 (night) IB-2 

nn the radio or read in the newspapers about a b1U1ch of characters out 

on some lake chasing around pregnant cow caribou until they dropped dead. 

I think behavior of that sort is so despicable, so disgraceful that those 

fellows should have been jailed without question for ten years. I do 

not see that you can treat animals like that. They are far worse 

animals than the game they hunt. There is no way that you can treat 

animals like that other than to give them very severe punishment. 

Our game, our source of game in Newfoundland is pitifully saall. 

Tt is a strange thing, but you can go to almost any part of the world, 

you can go to an overcrowded continent like Europe, you can go to 

Scotland, you can go to England and as you drive around as a tourist 

in sections of that colllltry you will see far more game in the course of 

a day than you would see :In all of Newfoundland if you went around for 

a whole year. The most heavily populated parts of North Mnerica and 

Canada, quite close then, there is far better stock again than we haw 

in Newfoundland. We advertise ourselves as a sportsman's paradiae. We 

are a sportsman's joke in Newfoulldland. The gen,dne sportsman_does not 

stand a chance. 

I would say without any hesitation whatsoever that the laws of our 

country need to be stiffened up and enforcer! witli. every means at our 

command or very soon.this small Province,or comparatively small Province 

of Newfoundland will not be able to boast of any fishing or hllllting 

worthwhile. So, I think that any objection to these relatively mild 

clauses in this bill which I think have been completely misinterpreted 

by members of the Opposition is just absolute foolish discussion. We 

have not entered into the stage and we will not enter into the stage in 

this Province where persons' private homes can be invaded and the 

residents carried off to the gas chambers and all this sort of nonsense. 

That is only 
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drS111atizing something which is not the truth. 

What it is it gives the opportunity for law enforcement 

officers who have very good reason to suspect that there is some 

honlcy-tonky going on to go in and really prove it for themselves. 

And if any person is innocent and has no reason to be afraid of 

these officers if he has nothing suspect in his home, I think 

anyone wflo is innocent would not protest any clause in this 

bill, because he would have no reason to protest. But there are 

a great many people in this Province that have every need to be 

afraid of this legislation, and those are the people .who are 

needed to be cracked down on. I support the bill, and I object 

to the amendment c0111pletely. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I agree and I think everybne in this 

honourable Rouse will agree that more stringent.laws have to be 

applied to the poachers and there seems to be a.ore and more of 

them every other day. Some people, of course, will kill whatever 

crosses their path or comes within sight of their eyes. However 

what I am concerned about in this explanatory note is the point 

that my honourable colleague from Bonavista North explained. Are 

we putting too DUCh power and enct:oaching too 1RUch on the privacy 

of a private citizen? Surely there is nothing to - no objection 

to a wildlife officer going into as stated here, a S1.1111111er cottage 

or other structure, and I do not think that those two words should 

be there. 'Other structure' could mean anything, and that would be 

a very good alibi to get a wildlife officer out of some precarious 

position or s1tuation that he might find himself in. But in all 

fairness to the wildlife officer he should be protected, and the 

only way to protect them is by having a warrant. Now I do not 

know where there is such a law where any person can go on a private 

~erson's property or in a dwelling without a warrant and say, I am 

sorry I have suspicion that you have a gun het:e or you have a 

quarter of a moose in your deep freeze. I ~ould not like to be 

that wildlife officer, Hr. Speaker. I think I would be in great 
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danger myself. 

So that is the only objectionable part of the bill as 

I can see, although this bill has not been circulated all that 

time, we only had it this morning, and really it has not given 

us much time to go through it as thorough as we would. But 

certainly in Section R there - Clause 8, fection (12) that is 

a pretty open area there, 'SW11111er cottages and other structures: 

When the minister closes the debate he could probably Eive us 

PK - 2 

an eXPlanation on what are the intent of the action and the meaning 

of those two words there, 'other structure~ in Clause 8, Section 

(12), item (c). 

As I said before, Kr. Speaker, I do not think there is any 

objection on this side of the House that we need more stringent 

laws toward poachers. Because if it continues the way it has been 

and is we will certainly have nothing wild to hunt. And we will 

certainly not be able to go around this nation of ours and boast 

about our good hunting to try and attract tourists, They will not 

come because there will be nothing there for them to hunt. Now 

the little pleasure they used to get out of jigging the cod fish 

that is almost gone. Rab·hits are getting scarcer and scarcer every 

year. And, you know, a lot of it is caused by poaching. 

MR. TIIOMS: The partridge is gone. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Yes,the partridge is gone. 

So if the honourable minister could assure me that, you 

know, this thing will be looked at again, and something to take the 

place of the explanation there where a wildlife officer can enter 

private property without a warrant, and that is the vital,important 

word there, is a wa=ant. You know, he should have a warrant for 

his own protection. Because~as I said,I would not want to be a 

,rlldlife officer to go in some people's homes even though under 

strong suspicion 
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and try to search his property. So, if that can be explained to my 

satisfaction, then, Mr. Speaker, I would certainly have a different 

attitude. 

MR. SPEAXER: The honourable Member for Placentia East. 

RH - 1 

Mil. J'. ALYVARD: Mr. Speaker, I just had a moment to look at that 

particular section and I can certainly see how that particular section 

ia repugnant to a lot of people. I do not question at all the right of 

the minister and the desire of everybody to enforce the wildlife laws 

of the Province but to give any wildlife officer a blanket authority 

to enter into a private home is certainly a very, very serious matter 

and deserves a great deal of consideration because under our system a 

person's home is his castle and his property really. We all go to bed 

in the night feeling quite safe that no one can come into our private 

homes without the real authority of the law and of course, there are 

certain cases, even in narcotic cases where the·writs of assistance are 

issued and these are on a very, very restricted basis for the simple 

reason that every British subject when he goes to bed, he turns the 

key in his lock at night and bolts his door or even if he leaves it 

open he can realize that there is no one coming in there unless they 

are :Invited. That is into the private dwelling. It certainly can, you 

know, this other structure and even, you know, myself, I have some mis

givings about the aimaer cottage bit because you have men there with 

their families and everything else. Now, I can certainly see the intent 

of it and I support the idea of giving the wildlife officers what is 

reasonable authority but to have them enter private dwellings and even 

s~r cottages, if there are hunting cabins where I suppose it is 

reasonable to t!%pect you would find firearms but that is really far, 

far too wide as it is and I think it deserves reconsideration because 

it would be really going, in my opinion, a bit too far to give any 

officer that authority, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER.: The honourable Member for Labrador Horth. 

lit. WOODWARD: Mr. Speaker, just to add a few words. I feel as the 
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Kellber for Bonavista Borth does that it is a bad bill and no doubt will 

cause a lot of in~onvenience for thP citizens throughout thia Prcrttnce. 

I have to diaagree with the Miniater of Finance when he mentioned the 

fact that the wildlife frequenting inhabited areas throughout thia 

Province and more specially in the remote areas and indeed in Labrador 

where people have the habit of using BU1Ber hemes and winter homes and 

there are a number of COllllllUllities that during the wintertime in both 

North and South, c:in the Borth and South Coast of Labrador, people uaually 

move back from their s1DBer homes into a sheltered area 8Dd this vould 

be considered as a hunting area or a place that is frequented bv wildlife. 

Those people that are indeed liv:Lug in shelters or structures but 

theseare their hOlle&, their pri'ftte homes for a period of a year. 

The see thing ap•lies vben they .ove out to the headlands to fiah • 

When you get there there ia a considerable amount of gaae. 

Nov, when those acwe out during that time of the year they take 

their per110Dal poSBeaaiona with them. Included in their personal 

possessions :I.a no: doubt their £:I.rearms and all the other things that · 

they have that go with them in this respect. Nov if a wildlife officer 

is going into a ~unity like Spotted Island or indeed a cc.mmity like 

Square Island vbere you have a f&11:l.ly or fifteen, twenty or thirty 

families, under this law or this act that permits that wildlife officer 

to ga in and make an arrest or he can go into a ho,ae and he can confiacate 

guns or he can do anything he damn well pleases to do. I mean th:l.a is 

indeed something that was not taken into consideration or the people that 

or whoever the draft11111en that had the legislation drawn up did not 

inform or the minister was not aware of those problems. It is a bad 

bill. Those problems will come up. 

I do not think that we should indeed when we have seasonal 

people on temporary employment, people are not well veraed in the act 

and I suspect a lot of our senior wildlife officers indeed are not as 

well versed in the act as one might think they are. Under those conditions 

where you do not have law enfo~cement officers maybe within a distance of 
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100 miles such as a R.C.M.P. officer or someone that they can get advice 

from to interpret the law for them, vou hire a summer student and indeed 

he looks at this act and he goes around the whole community and confis

cates all the firearms. 
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I think this can quite conceivably happen if this act is put into 

law. I object to the act. Mr. Speaker. I think it should be looked 

at again and it should be amended. And I support the member for 

Fogo when he says that there should be a six month hoist on this bil1 

and then it should be reintroduced into the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Hines and Energy. 

HR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, I csn understand the concern that 

some honourable members have~and in fact I would :imafine most 

honourable members have in any provision that would possibly 

interfere with the enjoyment by any private citizen of his home, 

that may endanger his freedom,the liberty of the subject. And, 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that we will take another hard look at 

the wording of this particular section and see if as worded it is 

necessary. The honourable minister I am sure will have some comaents 

to make on that. But, Kr. Speaker, that can be looked at in COJDittee. 

The principle of the bill, Mr. Speaker. is to tighten up the act, to 

give more effective control to the wildlife officers to prevent what 

is now a very serious problem in this Province, what is a disgrace as 

far as I am concerned in the Province. We talk about vandalism and 

usually this implies activity in an urban area. Well with respect to the 

poaching that is being done around this Province, we have a good 

example of vandalism. wildlife vandals who somehow believe that 

they are on some sort of ego trip. They are big shots. Actually 

there is something sick about it to my mind when you hear the stories 

of how an individual will go in and bring down thirty caribou and 

bring out a hind quarter and leave the rest to rot there. 

We have a number of things in our history that we 

should not be all that proud of,starting with the elimination of the 

Beothucks, I suppose. You have got other species of wildlife - is it 

the great auk that we ended up doing away with? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible). 

MR. BARRY: Well, I know that there are one or two. The names 

escape me now but there are one or two in the Guineas book of records -

Mll. l)()()DY: Leo, he is campaigning down in Clearwater. 
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MR. BARRY: - the Guiness book of records, Mr. Speaker, points 

to Newfoundland for the elimination of certain species and 

unfortunately the same irresponsible behaviour that led to the 

destruction of species in the past is now putting considerable 

strain on the wildlife that still remain in this Province, the Pine 

Marten is an example of that. Has anybody ever seen a Pine Marten 

by the way? 

AN BON. MEMBER: The American Eagle -

MR. BARRY: I saw an American Eagle down in Paradise Sound. 

MR. DOODY: What about the Dodo? 

MR. BARRY: Well, _Mr. Speaker, -

MR. DOODY: Bow about the Dodo? 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, it is something that we should be 

concerned about. It is something, I believe, that a lot of 

people in the Province are concerned about. But what bothers me 

is that you hear even some of our most respectable people,even some 

of our bona fide sportsmen - our environmentalists - when they 

talk about poaching it is as if they talk about it with tongue in cheek 

It is almost as if they get a chuckle out of it, you know, about the -

instead of spitting out the words with scorn7 just having anybody who 

does it being so ashamed to come into a community and admit to have done 

it, we have a situation where the guy will come in and stick out his 

chest and boast around to his buddies that he shot fifteen or twenty 

or thirty caribou, A great lark~ ~d his buddies, I suppose, will pat 

him on the back and he is a great white hunter. Mr. Speaker, this is 

the sort of th:lng that should not be allowed to go on. There are a lot 

of people in this Province, 
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particularly along the Coast of Labrador, up in other areas of the 

Province as well, who rely to a great extent on our wildlife and our 

caribou and our moose to supplement their larder. I had a fantastic 

experience, this is one of the things that I remember from the trip 

I made to the Coast of Labrador,of going to just about every community, 

and every house or every second house, has their caribou stacked out in 

their natural deep freeze on the roof and I do not think anybody ever 

p.ets tired of eating caribou, it is a very substantial part of the -

}AR. WOODWARD: What is the condition of the meat? - - ----
MR. BA.ll.~Y: - of the menu. I enjoy it. 

MR, -WOODWARD: None of us had that experience. 

AN HON, ME'l-lBER: Brother to polar bears. 

'I-IR.. BA~P.Y: No. No. I had very good experiences with caribou, lllllny 

meals, loved it, and Mr. Speaker, it is a very important source of 

protein to a considerable number of our citizens. Now this is a 

renewable resource that should be protected, that should not be 

permitted to be destroyed by these wildlife vandals that unfortunately 

we have around the Province and I like to think that there is not 

too many of them. I hope there is not too many of them. But I hope 

that the attitude grows in the Province, it is not there yet, that 

anybody who does this sort of thing, who engages in poaching and it is 

not just ~oing out and shooting fifteen or n~enty caribou, it is going 

out and netting our salmon river or dynamiting the salmon rivers or 

lining the ~almon rivers. 

AN HON. MEMBER: How do you know? 

~. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, anybody who has grown up in the outport,again, 

as I say,unfortunately,people are not ashamed to talk about their 

so called exploits in this regard. The honourable memher has heard 

about all that ~a well, has he not? No he has never, he has never heard 

about any of that, Mr. Speaker. But that unfortunately I think is an 

attitude that has to change in our Province. The attitude has to 

develop -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible). 
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MR. BARRY: - whereby anybody who engaged in poaching should not be 

able to hold his head up high, should not be able to, he should be 

ashamed to mention it to his mother. But we have not arrived at that 

stage, Mr. Speaker, but we have to see that that attitude is created. 

Now there are provisions in this act which will improve the situation, 

which will improve the enforcement capability of our wildlife offiers. 

Again as I say I have to confess that I do not recall specifically,! have 

not had the opportunity to check my notes as to the reasons for this 

specific clause (12).I am sure the honourable minister will enlighten us, 

but I will say that I support very strongly getting improved enforcement, 

improved protection for our wildlife and anything that we can do to 

eliminate these wildlife vandals I think should be done. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Tourism. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, just a couple of points of clarification here. 

I say first of all that the honourable gentleman from Bonavista North, 

so far as I am concerned, jumped the gun. He overreacted to so~ethin~ 

without reading through the section that he found most offensive. The 

most impertant section or the most important phrase in the whole bill 

which places a different connotation on the clauses that he refers to 

is'areas frequented by wildlife! 

Now, Mr. Speaker, you know we can all get carried away, as the honourable 

gentleman did. I can equally get carried away for the next half hour anrl 

describe in vivid ~erms, as my colleague has done to some degree, but 

I can give more detail, more interesting cases with the details, which would 

make the hair stand on the honourable gentleman's head about 
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some people who set themselves up and brag about what great poachers they 

are. Now, thfs bill is bad news for those people. I will say that they 

are a minority. They are a minority of poachers in terms of numbers of 

poachers, hut they are not, Mr. Speaker, they do not represent a minority 

of the moose and caribou that is taken. 

Let me give one example of what. this legislation or who this 

legislation fs directed to. A gentleman who c0111es before court with 

clear-cut eviden~e against him of having poached a moose is subsequently 

fined hy the magistrate $100 who says -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKEY: Oh, yes. This was not yesterday - who says,as he is walking 

out of the court, I will have to go get myself another moose to pay this 

fine• And proceeds to do just that, except he gets two moose. And he is 

back in court within one month on a similar charge, but this time it is 

two moose. This is not an isolated incident, Mr. Speaker. Like I 

said:it is not a majority, hut there are too many people who have done 

this and who continue to do this and who have evaded the wildlife officers 

heeeuse those officers have not had the authority,indeed have not had 

the opportunity to cateh those people and to have them de•lt with. 

Surely the honourable gentlemen will acknowledge this fact, that 

moose and caribou are not known to be roaming around everybodys' yard 

even in an outport. There are some areas, I will acknowledge there are 

some areas, the honourable gentleman is from an area where it is not 

unusual to see wildlife. But on a person's property, in their yard, 

in their barn or something like that[ In reacting to this legislation 

as he has, he is saying,and I know he does not mean to say, but his 

comments imply that the people we have in the field are nitwits, that 

they use absolutely no discretion. 

Now, let me remind him, Mr, Speaker, that this might well have had 

some foundation in past years when the minister responsible for wildlife 

had the authority and had no other choice but to appoint at ra• dom wardens 

and deputy wardens who had very little insight into the Wild P.ame Act, 

had very little insight indeed of what was expected of them, but, for 

the prirre seasons of the year, the hunting seasons, found themselves in 

a position of authority. That day, Mr. Speaker, hes passed. We ha'VI! incTeased 
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our wildlife officers almost three times. Now we are giving the authority 

to forestry and agriculture people, field officers of that department 

who too are most familar with the Wild Life Act, who are most familar 

with the Province and the wilderness and certainly who are most familar 

in terms of what this administration expects of them in terms of protect1.on 

of wildlife. 

So, you see, f-fr. Speaker, there is not the same threat, there is 

not the same opportunity, there is certainly nothing really to fear in 

the authority that we place into the hands of those people because it also 

says, Mr. Speaker, right underneath, right below, at the bottom of page 7 

wherein it descr:l.bes the areas or a description of properties that may 

be searched without warrant, it also says,'1.n which he has reasonable 

cause to suspect," reasonable cause. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, if we are going to assume that our wildlife officers 

are going to just force themselves on people because John Jones down 

the road told him that Mr. So-and-So bad a moose in bis possesaion, 

does the honourable gentleman think that our people are like that? 

I can assure bbl they are not. It has happened in the past and I 

will concede it. llut it has happened for the most part by wardena 

and deputy wardens who had been appointed, not really wildlife 

officers, not people that were trained in their job. They are trained 

today, Mr. Speaker, 111Uch more emphasis on training. The other thing, 

Mr. Speaker, is that before this becomes law in terms of being acted 

upon, each and every wildlife officer and each and every field officer 

of the Department of Forestry and Agriculture will be more than well 

versed in just what this administration meBDB by this section. 

Really, there is really no reason to be upset about this. 

The other thing is, of course, is that the honourable gentleaan must 

be aware of the fact that this legislation greatly improves and 

certainly takes into consideration or at least takes a humane approach 

to even the person who poaches and who has equipment and property 

seized from him. For aample, a 1181l 1 s pick-up truck llight be 

seized. Before he might well be without it until his case was 

heard. llut this act, this bill provides for the return of that 

equipment upon receipt of the deposit and the only thing under the 

law which is kept in custody or which is retained is wildlife. 

~irearms and ammunition. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good piece of legislation and as my 

colleague, the Minister of Finance, in fact all of my colleagues 

who have spoken~as they have pointed out in a very vivid wav. if we 

are going to retain and to manage and conserve our wildlife, this 

step is absolutely necessary. Mr. Speaker, any -tering down of this 

bill will defeat the purpose and we might as well, in fact, not even 

have it. Mr. Speaker, I move second reading. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Those in favour of the amendment "aye". Those against 

"nay". The amendment is defeated. 

On motion, second reading of a bill, "An Act Further To Amend 

The Wild Life Act," read a second time, referred to a Committee of 

the Whole House on tomorrow. 

On motion, second reading of a bill, "An Act Respecting The 

Proviaion Of Funeral Services." 

MB.. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health. 

HON. R. WELLS: Mr. Speaker, this is an act to incorporate 

-balmers and funeral directors and to provide a board and to govern 

this whole line of work. Now, this, I think, very properly comes 

under the Department of Health. In the past this work has not been 

regulated in Newfoundland, at least not regulated directly and of 

coarse in dealing with corpses naturally there are health consid

eration&. Perhaps we have been lucky in Newfoundland that the 

atandard of work in this regard has been high generally speaking 

ad there is no evidence so far as I have ever beard of the spread 

of dieeaae or anything like that involved in the work of the 
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the funeral director. Howe'Vl!r, ~r. Speaker, you have funeral directors 

operatinr; now in various parts of the Province. You have people 

embalming and it is tiae end it is felt by the go'Vl!mment that it is time 

that this whole matter was regulated and consequently we ha'VI! this act 

he fore the House now. 

Very briefly, Mr. Speaker, the act provides for a board and the 

board has on it two embalmers~or will have on it tvo embalmers, two fl.Uleral 

directors and three others, neither of vb.om shall be a f1111eral director or 

emhalmer an<'! not more than one of whom shall be an official of the 

Jlepartment of Health. This really means that you can get in addition to 

people who practice this particular trarle or vocation or profession, you 

have people chosen from the 111S1bership of the general public and also 

an official of the Deparnnent of Health. To gi'VI! the board a fairly broad 

scope, you have to give it some public input. 

Now, 1 t may be argued and perhaps w:1.11 be argued by some that the 

-mbers of the public s1'ould outnumber 111emhers of the trade or profession. 

I do not think that. is necessarily so. I think that w:1.th the official 

from the Department. of Health, v:lth two me'llhers of the, or three members 

of the public and two embalmers and two funeral directors, I think you 

have got a broad enough spectrum to be able to administer this thing 

properly. 

The hoard - there is no need for me to cleal w:l.th all the details -

the board is set up in the usual way and it. has meetings and a chair111m 

elected from among the membership, a vice-chairman, a registrar and a 

depl!l.ty registrar can he appointed and will be select:etl fro• the groap. 

The hoard then goes about the business of regulating the profession. 

In order to assist in doing that, the board is allowed to make certain 

regulations. They are all set out. in sect.ion 10 of the act., the power 

to make regulations. To fix fees for applicants for licenses is really 

the regulations deal really with the get.ting of applicants, the examining 

of applicants and the passing on the qualifications of applicants so that. 

they can become licensed funeral direct.ors or licensed embalmers. 

The act then goes on and deals wi t.h matters of examinations. You 
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vill have to be nineteen years old, of course, to be a member of 

this profession. You will have to have a license and be regulated 

and controlled and then you carry on with your work. Now, if the 

board fails to license you; and you apply and you have some grievance 

and you feel that you are not being properly dealt with, then of course 

you can appeal to a judge of the Supreme Court and the judge of the 

Supreme Court can decide and will decide whether you have been properly 

dealt vith or not. So that the board under these regulations does not 

have the final say if a person feels that he is aggrieved. Likewise, 

disciplinary action can be taken by an embalmer, or against 

a licensed embalmer or a funeral director if he breaches the canons 

and ethics of the particular profession. But in that case also he 

hu a right t9 appeal if he wishes. If he is found to be guilty 

under this there are various things that can happen to him. His permit 

can be revoked, the license or permJt can be suspended for a period, 

a 110netary penalty can be imposed or other conditions can be imposed 

upon him and he can carry on with his wor~. 

If he does not like the way he has been treated, he can appear 

by counsel, barrister or solicitor or other person of his choice and 

he has a right to appeal there. So that this is basically what happens 

if a person contravenes any of the sections of this act or any of the 

regulations that are set out, there is a general penalty clause and 

a person is liable on suaiary conviction to a fine of not more than $500. 

There is nothing in this I might say, Mr. Speak.er, that prevents 

funeral societies or -morial societies fr0111 operating. There is nothing 

in this that sets the fees or that will cause the fees to be set which 

embalmers and funeral directDrs can charge. So, there is no built 

in protection of any society in that section. Really the purpose of 

the act, Mr. Speaker, is to provide, to set rules and regulations for 

these professions to operate percisely the same as a great many professions 

and semi-professions that have been given acts under the statutes of 

Newfoundland in the past twenty-five years. Really the government control 

their operation. 
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The basic tenet behind all of this,Mr. Speaker, is the protection 

of the public so that when they are dealing with people in 

professions and semi-professions or vocations at least they can 

he assured that there is a certain standard of qualification, and 

that is the basic purpose of the Act. 

MR. SPEAKER.: The Hon. Member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, we on this side I do not think have 

any objection to this bill. And perhaps the question I would pose 

to the honourable minister is not a fair question because having 

just taken over the Portfolio of Health for but a few hours I am 

sure he is not familiar with all of the Acts and legislation that 

will come his way. However does the llrinister or is the minister 

familiar with what system embalmers have now. Are they all, you 

know, do they all have to have a licence? Because I can think of 

in the larger areas St. John's, Grand Falls, Corner Brook and other 

large centres where most people or most funeral directors do have 

a licence to embalm, but we are living now in a more modern age 

and there are a few more funeral homes cropping up around the 

Province of Newfoundland, and very often their operation do not 

embalm. Is there any regulations or will there be any regulation 

to comoel that director that he must embalm as well as other 

functions of a funeral parlour? That would be the only concern. 

!1R.. SPF.AKER: The Hon. Member for Bonavista South. 

MR. MORGAN: Just a little note, Mr. Speaker, on this. I notice 

that the Embalmers and Funeral Director Board consist of seven 

persons. I notice that out of the seven, four of them will be -

well t,;ro embalmers and two funeral directors. The fact that they 

will have control over their owo situation,if you wish, and the fact 

that the Board itself is going to have some very strong powers, for 

example, they will be able to decide on who gets a licence, and I 

would assume also with regards to the rates being charged by the 

people in the business. All regulations, for example, will be made 

~y the Board, and the fact that the Board will consist of, the 

majority of them, the people involved in that trade, at least four 

of the seven, I have some reservations that this should be. We see 

it in the medical-n.th regards to Dental Boards and the Medical Association 
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We also see it in the Province in the Legal Association. And I 

am not in favour of that situation. I think that more laymen 

should be involved in having a say on these boards, more so than 

having these people in complete control of their own situation. 

I recall protesting it before with regards to the Medical Association 

and the Dental Association and also a Dental Board. I opposed it 

then and I do not like it now with regards to that one point. I 

would like to see, for example, seven - out of the seven that four 

of these should be laymen, in other words four frCIDI outside of the 

profession or comparable profession or the trade of being funeral 

directors or embalmers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR.. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Bonavista North. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, first of all I would agree with the 

point raised by the honourabl.e Member from Bonavista South as I 

have had some correspondence from some of the clergy in my area who 

were aware that this bill was coming up. And they were very 

concerned about a couple of things that may have been in the bill -

and we just got this bill just then and I have not had a chance to 

really go through it. But I would like to ask the minister just a 

couple of things. Is there anything in this bill which would say 

eliminate the ordinary funeral that exist now in widespread areas 

of our Province where - is there anything in here to give this 

Board powers to control all the funerals, that is say,in the outport 

areas, the individuals perform family funerals, you know, they do 

not go through any boards or embalmers or anything and there is no 

controls on them whatsoever. 

this. 

The clergy were very concerned about 
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/Is long as there is nothing to take any of this right away from 

the individual family, ,.-ell then I have no objection. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Twillingate. 

MR. GILLETT: Kr. Speaker, my colleague from Bonavista North asked 

a question I vas about to ask because we all know that there are 

literally dozens of small communities in which Uncle So-and-So or 

Skipper So-and-So acts as what we would call perhaps a funeral director. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. GILLETT: Well sort of an undertaker or director, whatever you 

want to call that. So I was glad to know that it does not apply there. 

I am just wondering in the case of,say,Twillin~ate, we do have a firm 

there, one now, we did have two, firms in Tvillingate which do supply 

the public with services. They supply the whole funeral I the equipment, 

the casket and what not and they also supply the hearse and undertaker. 

I would assume that perhaps a company such as that might have to be 

licpnced as a director. Thank you. 

MR. WELLS: Yes. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the honourable minister speaks now he closes the debate. 

MR. WELLS: Hr. Speaker, I agree with the points that were made by 

honourable members were well taken. I think, and my understanding is 

that there are rPgulations now in the Department of Health which 

govern the operation of funeral parlours, the details of these 

of course I am not acquainted with. 

The question of people in, as the act says, sparsely settled 

areas, that is dealt with in the act, where the services of a licenced 

funeral director are not available the board may, subject to the regulations, 

issue permits to perform the services of a funeral director to persons 

who are not licenced as funeral directors under this act but who in the 

opinion of the board hold qualifications similar to those required by 

the act and regulations for the licencing of persons as funeral 

directors. This is section seventeen. 

So I interpret that in a, well as they say, a sparsely settled 

area where a licenced funeral director probably could not operate in 
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lhe normal course of things but as the honourable Member for 

Twillingate said, people act almost as ftmeral directors in some 

of these places and a licence will be given -

AN RON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. WELLS: - to such persons. But as I understand this, the old 

fashipned outport funeral, for want of a better word, would still take 

place with people because,there is no question about it, the embalming 

services and that are not going to be brought to all parts of 

Hewfoundland and I do not think that it is contemplated that they 

ever perhaps would be -

MR. THOMS: Under this section (17), is it possible that we would 

be forcing say a funeral parlour upon an individual whether he wants 

it or not? 

MR. WELLS : No. 

MR. THOMS: There is no possibility of that is it? 

MR. WELLS: No, absolutely not In this cue this would be a person 

in a sparsely settled area who acted in this capacity and was 

accustomed to act in this aapacity but who perhaps was not in the 

way a business big enough to be licenced or skilled enough perhaps 

to be liceliced as it might in Comer Brook, Gander, Grand Falls, but he 

then could ask for one of these permits but this does not prevent 

a family from dealing with a deceased person, you lcnow,the clergy 

as in the past. 

It is really,of course, that if you are going to hold yourself 

up as a funeral director, particuarly in the urban area and as an 

embalmer, that you have got to be trained for that, but it does 

not prohibit people from handling this matter as they have always 

handled it 1a the past. 

Now on the composition of the board, this is something that 

people have differing opinions on. A lot of professional boards, 

semi-professional boards,~ very great number of people perhaps 

think that members of the public should out weigh • embers of the 

profession concerned. 
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Q'1ite hooestl1 l do not think tt will make a great deal of 

difference. I think that in this case, I think it could v~l be 

tried like this if there was any, if a year or two of operation of this 

act showed that it. was that there was need or it was desirable to 

put -

MR. c;JI.LETT: Are you going to be swayed by the professionals then? 

MR. WELLS: - to put a greater number on well tben I cannot see any 

problem. I might say that regulations do not set the fees. They 

set the fees that a person must pay in order to become an embalmer 

or a licenced funeral direccor, bnt they do not set, and the board 

is not allowed to set the ft!l!s which a person can charge after be 

is lice_nc;ed. So that is noc the board's function at all. 
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So all in all, Mr. Speaker, I think I have no hesitation 

in re~endillg this. I think it vill work. I think it will 

be good. If it bas to be changed or if it needs to be changed, 

of course the Bouse can do it. But in the meant:hn.e, I think this 

is a good start to licence, to regulate and to provide a degree 

of protection for the public which has not really been there in the 

put. So, Mr. Speaker, I would move second reading of this bill. 

SClfE BON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

On 110tion, a bill, "An Act Respecting The Provision 

Of Funeral Serv-ices," read a second time, ordered referred to a 

ec-ittee of the Whole Bouse on tomorrow. 

MR.. SPEAXER: The Bon. Minister of Hines and Energy. 

HR.. BAKllY: Mr. Speaker, I move that the remaining Orders of the 

Day do stand deferred and that the Bouse at its rising do adjourn 

until tomorrow Friday June 6 at three o'clock in the afternoon and 

that this Bouse do now adjourn. 

MR. SPEADI.: It is 1110ved and seconded that the Bouse do now adjonrn 

until tomorrow Friday at three o'clock. Those in favour "aye." Those 

against "nay." Carried. 
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Mr. Gillett 
Mr, Wells 

Read a second time, ordered referred to a Collllllittee of the 
Whole House on tomorrow. 
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