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February 7, 1977 

The !louse met at 2:00 P . ~! . 

~!r. Speaker in the Chair. 

Order , pl<'""Se! 

Tape No . 28 

The hon . the Premier . 

NM - 1 

PRF.MlER MOORF.S : Mr . Speaker, I would like to propose a motion 

on the 'l'wenty-fifth Anniversary of the Accession of Queen 

Elizabeth the Second to the Throne . 

I would ask that the following communication be 

sent,hut first of all, Sir, T move, seconded by the Leader 

of the OJ•flo_c;ition , that the followinr. resolution from this 

hon. House of Assembly be transmitted to Her Majesty, Oueen 

F.lizaheth : 

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee 

of Your accession to the Throne, the people of 

Newfoundland convey to Your Majesty their 

most sincere congratulations in this expression 

of their heartfelt appreciation of Your inspirinp, 

devotion to duty and Yonr unceasin~ labours on 

hehal f of the Commonwealth duri_nsr; the pnst 

twenty-Hve years. 

As BritAin's first colony and \.anadn 's 

younr.cst Province, Newfoundland wishes to 

assur<' Your "fa1esty on this happy occ::~sion of its 

continuin~ loyalty and allep,iance and joins with 

all of Canada and the Commonwealth in the fe rvent 

hone that You may continue to reign for many 

years in peace, health and happiness . 

~OMF. 110'l . HF.MBERS: Hear! Hear ! 

:1R . SPF.AKr:R: 

'tR. ROBF.RTS: 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

Tt is with a gr eat deal of pleasure and pride 

thnt we on this side, Sir, support the resolution. As the Premier 

h:ls said I am honoured to have it stand w1th my name as the 
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HR . RORF.RTS: seconder . ! would make only one or two small 

~~ndments,T would su~v.est which J niA "nt have the opportunity to 

mPntion to the Premier outside . I do feel we should say 

"Newfoundl;md and l,abrador :• 1-lr. Speaker , if that is agreeable 

to rh~ Prpmlt>r. 

MR. SPEAKER : Lhe hon . Prrmier . 

!_R.f"'TF:R MOORF.S: Nr . Sne<Jker . it is the Province of Newfoundland 

officiallv,and i.f it is from the neorle of Newfoundland and 

J,Mrrador T IJavc;o no oh1ection . But as it is a formal messap,e, 

anct ns th«' official n:~me is the Province of N"ewfoundl;:md, 

om~<>lhlv t he> l.t'adrr of the Onpns iti.Jln and myself could wnrk 

out the c~ct verbage to be included in the messa~e,as lonp, 

as the i.n tt'nt is concerned . 

I thjnk that is important , Sir , particularly in 

vtew of thP fact that thPre is an act of this Lep.islatur P 

whlch r~ttuirl!s us to UIIP Newfoundland and l.abradot: \<herever it 

is appropriate to do,nnd without p.ettinr. into any arp.ument 

:abou r the lt>P.:tl namt' of tht> Province, tht> active part of the 

r~solution t s the p~ople of ~pwfoundland,unle~s we put 

l.:lhntdor i.n . 

A1 so. ' lr . Sneak<'r. we are not necessarilv Br1.tian ' 11 

first colonv , we nr<' Brittan's oldest colony . Britian 

hnd colon l('s he> fore> NPwfounclland hecamP :1 r.nlony. 8ut we a r e 

th,. o 1 "''"t rn l<'nv and that was our traditlonal tP.rm. 

~.!'!!!!.!t MOORf.S: We were. 

~._!{_Q_IIf.RT_:<:_:_ I :am IIOt:rY ? 

I said we wen• the ol dest colony until we became 

"dominion in t931. 

~r . Sneaker, the r esolution l am sure will commend the 

supoort of al1 of us. Thr Queen, Sir, is the Queen of Canada 

ns well as the Ouccn of the United Kin~tdom . We, Sl.r, function 

in the Queen's name . The r.ovet'nment of this Province has en-cried 

nn in the OupPn's name . Lhere are no words of mine that can 
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~. ROBF.RTS: ndd to the tributes that will he paid t o Her 

'la1esty on the 'l'wenty- fifth Anniversarv of Her Accession 

to the Throne and the way ~ which she has enhanced the 

traditions of the monarchy . 

Sir, \t is a oleasure and a humble duty, Sir , to 

second this motion,and I do so gladly. 

~- 3 

NR . SPF.AKF.R: • It has been moved and seconded Lhat the messa~e 

he sent to Her }lai es ty the l')ueen . 

The hon . Minister of J~~ticc. 

~. HICKMAN : ~lr . Sneaker, it is with re~tret that 1 advise this 

!fnusc> of the- <le:lth nn .l:mu'lrv 26th . , 1977 • • lt the aP,c of 

c{~htv-seven vears,of Commander Ralei~h Gilbert of Compton 

f~stle ln the Villar.e of Compton, North Oevon . f.n~and . 

The latt> Commander C:ilbert was n direct descendP.nt 

of Sir llumohrey Cilhert and Sj r IJal ter RaleiSth . Commandf>r 

C:i]hcrt first visited Newfoundland in 1907 nnd on severa.l 

subse(luent oc-casions while servinp, in the Royal Navy . 

r~mmnndcr Gil~crt was a P.Uest of the Citv of St . John's 

in 1957 for t he presentation of the civic symbols,and a guest 

c>f t:he Cnvcrnm<•nt of Newfoundland at thE' oo<'njnP. of the new 

univnrsHy buildin~s at Hemor ial llnivl"rslty 1.n 1961. 

Commander Gilber t dedicated his 11.fe to the acqu.i.si cion 

and rest oratlon of Compton Castle which is indeed a Newfoundland 

!'luseum tn th<' United Kinp;dom . The 11reat hall of C:ompton C:tstlE' 

is filled with a(tifact s and information concerninr, t his Province . 

Tht> late Commander Gilber t throu~hout the years endeavoured 

to maintain s t ronr. links hetween Newfoundland and the C:llhE'rt 

family nod thnrr. is a pla(lue i n the cbapel of C:ompt:on Castle 

placed lw the appropriate chapt e r of the I.O . D. E. from Newfoundland 

tn recognit:ion of that 'lssociatinn. 

I 1 
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Mr. Hickman. 

As a matter of historic interest, 1983 will be the 400th anniversary 

of Compton Castle. A memorial service to the late Commander 

Raleigh Gilbert·will be held in Malden Church, Compton,on 

February 22, 1977 at 3:00P.M. 

I move, seconded by the hon. Leader of the Opposition, 

that tllis hon. House sen<.ls sincere condolences to Mrs. Gilbert 

and her family on the passing of her late husband, who was a 

great Englishman, with a strong affection for Newfoundland. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Hear, hear! 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, as the minister has said 

I second the motion, Sir, on the passing of a man who has served 

this country of Newfoundland, as we then were, so notably, Sir, 

should be recorded by the House. It is not a matter for joy but 

a matter of the inevitable cycle of life. It is perhaps particularly 

appropriate that the motion should come today when the House has 

already adopted a resolution of loyalty to Her Najesty, bccanse 

of course, it was Commander Gilbert's direct ancestor, as I understand 

it, Sir l:lumphrey Gilbert and his half-brother Sir Walter Raleigh 

who planted the Standard on the King's Beach, you !mow, the Queen's 

Beach,I guess it was~here in St. John's on that August day in 1583 

thereby claiming this territory for the Crown of England. 

Sir, Commander Raleigh - actually he wrote a couple of 

very interesting books as well on Newfoundlandia and Newfoundland 

things - devoted a large part of his life to the family tradition, 

to re-acquiring the castle which, I believe, had passed out of the 

family's hands in the intervening time and restoring and adding to it. 

i\nd I think, Sir, that we, as a Province, should be more conscious 

of our history. We have a great history, and I think that men like 

Commander Gilbert, Sir, have served us well. And the fact that we !mow 
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Mr. Roberts. 

so little of it is perhaps more an indication of failing on our 

part than a failing on any other part at all. 

Commander Gilbert, Sir > I would hope that the 

government will send somebody to represent us at the funeral. 

We have a steady parade of ministers to the United Kingdom, Sir, 

and this might be far more appropriate than some of the reasons 

for which ministers or other members on the government side are 

sent overseas. 

Commander Gilbert, Sir, served Newfoundland well, 

and I think we should commemorate the occasion, and I second 

the motion. 

HR. SPEAKER: It has been moved and seconded and concurred in 

that an appropriate message of condolence be sent to Mrs. Gilqert. 

PRESENTING PETITIONS: 

The hon. member for Fogo, followed by the 

hon. member for Lapoile. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a petition from 

the parents, students anci teachers of Musgrave Harbour. The prayer 

of this petition is that"I.Je the people, of Musgrave Harbour, 

do petition the Government of Newfoundland to effect on our behalf 

the construction of adequate educational facilities in order that 

our children might have educational opportunities to those often 

taken for granted and which do exist in many communities in Newfoundland. 

"The Integrated Educational Committee recognizes 

our needs, but the ultimate responsibility lies with government as it 

is they who must provide the financing before a deplorable situation 

is to be rectified." 

Also, Mr. Speaker, attached to this petition 

is a copy of a brief which has been submitted to the Denominational 

Educational Committee for the Integrated School Board on behalf of the 

Musgrave lmrbour school systems. 
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Capt. Winsor. 

I might polnt out a few of the points raised in that 

brief, Mr. Speaker:"(l) Severe space restrictions; not enough 

classroom space, storage space or office space. Present 

structures are tot;llly inadequate. Overcrowding: The present 

classroom structures are unable to accommodate the number of 

students en·rollcd . Students are even being taught in the school 

corridors. There are no facilities for a physicial educational 

progranut;<_ in the.> hiSth school auditorium !s being used,but it 

is far too small. And because the noise travels through the walls 

into the classrooms it causes the problem of disruption of the 

classes. There are no changing facilities!' And I would take 

it, Mr. Speaker, that this means that there are no facilities 

for the changing of regular clothing to gym clothing. 

4 
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CAPT. WINSOR: 

"l.,T,«hrnnm facilities are totally inadequate causing hygienic problems. 

There are no - and this is a very important point, Mr. Speaker - there 

are no facilities for remedial or special education. Children with 

problems who need special attention are denied the benefit of this 

attention because of lack of space and equipment. There are no 

laboratory facilities for science programmes and they are unable 

to use the equipm·ent which they now have because of lack of space. 

''The present school structures are inadequately ventilated and 

insulated causing uncomfortable conditions and a poor environment 

for the children who have to attend the school." I might say, Mr. 

Speaker, that this situation will be further aggravated next 

September when there will be another twenty-five students ready to 

enroll in those facilities. I am sure that a similar situation 

exists in the community of Carmanville,where there is great need for 

improving educational facilities. 

I strongly support this petition, Mr. Speaker, and ask that it 

be placed on the table of the House and referred to the department 

to which it relates. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Trinity-Bay ne Verde speaking 

on the petition of the member for Fogo. 

MR. ROWE: I will yield to the minister, Mr. Speaker, if he 

wishes to support the petition. Well, Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

support my colleague from Fogo (Capt. Winsor) on this particular 

petition. I really find it quite amazing that such inadequate 

facilities still exist within our Province here today and it is 

not,obviously, entirely confined to the Husgrave Harbour area, 

because I know on the Northwest Coast similar inadequacies exist 

at the present U .me and I think this all stems, Sir, from the way 

that money is raised for educational purposes in this Province. 

I think we have to have a ~•hole new look at the raising of money for 

educational purposes and the method of distributing money for educational 

purposes at the elementary, primary and secondary levels. There are 

obviously many inequities and inequalities as far as educational 

8S 
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tAR. RO\.ffi: 

opportunities are concerned throughout the Province,geographically 

speaking,and when you compare -

MR. HICKHAN: Hr. Speaker, to a point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order has been raised. 

MR . HICKlUU~ : I put this early in the session so that we will 

not,hopefully,have to do this from here on. I draw Your Honour's 

attention to rule 97 which says, "There shall be no debate on a 

petition, unless the House has it under consideration." I do submit 

that the hon. the member for Trinity-Bay De Verde O!r. Rowe) is 

indeed entering into a debate on the financing of education and 

referring to matters not strictly related to this petition. And 

the rule of relevancy,I submit,and the absolute necessity of hon. 

gentlemen keeping their remarks confined strictly to that petition 

is very appropriate and necessary. 

IIR • SPEAKER: On that point of order, I call to han. members' 

attention Standing Order 97 as quoted by the hon. government House 

Leader, "There shall be no debate on a petition - it goes on to say -

unless the House has it under consideration." That is a different 

matter. And also Standing Order 92 which speaks of, "Every member 

offering a petition to the House;' but of course this applies as 

well to members speaking in support of a petition, "shall confine 

himself to the statement of the parties from who~ it comes, the 

number of signatures attached to it and the material allegations 

it contains." The point of order is well taken. 

One, remarks with respect to the subject of the method of 

educational financing, the raising of money for education,would be 

outside of the material allegations of this particular petition. 

The hon. member for Trinity-Bay De Verde. 

'MR. ROWE: ·------ Thank you, Mr. Spe11.ker. There is not much left to 

say,if I was r,etting into the realm of debate,except to mention 

the fact I wholeheartedly support the petition presented by my 

colleague from Fogo (Capt. !-linsor). 

MR . SPEAA.E"R : The hon. Minister of Education. 
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MR. HOUSE: Hr. Speaker, I want. to just speak. to the petition 

:1nd to say that I have had correspondence from that particular 

Area, as a matter of fact, from three communities related to the 

same problem and it is in the same area. And without the propriety 

of the petition coming to the House of Assembly for discussion because 

we recognize there are a number of things chat should be done and we 

recognize in the petition what they are talking about there, that 

there are a lot of inadequacies in the school system, 



February 7,1977. Tape 31 A}l-1 

MR. HOUSE: hut just for the record, government ltns made available 

to the Demoninational Education Committees, dating back three years 

and ahead seven, which is a ten year period, an amount of $135 million, 

and that rises of course to a peak at $16 million in the latter stages. 

~d what I want to point out is that this money is made available to 

the Demoninational Education Committees. And there is no way, there 

is no law, there is no legal mechanism, there is no statute to allow 

us to make monies available for school buildings to a board or to a 

community. And just to make the point perhaps a little more strongly, 

no matter how much money the government made available to the ~emoninational 

Education Eommittees, the government cannot state that a school can be 

built in either community. It just has to rely on the authorities. I 

just want to put that in the record. 

HR. SPEAKER: Han. member for Lapola.e fol l ot-Ted by the han . member 

for Hay of Islands. 

M:Z. NEARY: Hr. Speaker I beg leave of the House t o present a petition 

Sir on behalf of eleven hundred residents of the 0reat Northern Peninsula, 

between Trout IUver and Parsods l'ond 1 the people who are affected by 

the provincial purchase and expropriation of land for the Gras Horne 

N.~tional Park. l lr. Speaker,I regret that the member for thr. !louse of 

Assembly for the district of St. Barbe South is not in his seat today, 

but I did send the han. member a copy of the petition. 

rlr. Speaker,although the government has compromised Hith the origiona1 

request nr the petition for a royal commission to investigate the charges 

of po1it ical interfe.ccnce and unfair expropriation of private lands for 

commercial use hy others than the owner, unfa:ir compensation for 

expropr:iated lands, discr:imination on the part of the land deal,according 

to the prayer of the petition; lack of knowledge or evaluation of land 

on the part of the land appraisers, and unfair compensation for the 

loss of cutting rights enjoyed by residents of the area althoug~ tre 

government Sir has compromised and set up a commission of enquiry under 

8S 
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NR . !lEARY : the Public J~nquiries Act, nevcrthP tess I still feel 

ohlir.atcd to present this petition becau~c as I pointed out a few 

rnomentfl ago,Si.r, the people that requested that the government of 

Newfoundland appoint a Royal Cotmnission co i nvestigate all these 

transactions . And in supp<>rtinp, t he pctition,Nr . Speaker , l et 

us hope a~ members or thi.$ llou~e thnt there will be an extu clllflhasls 

on the need LO rcnch :1 f 11 i r and ('C(Ui tahlc and snPetiv rcoorr. wh 1 ,.., 

~ill satisf y these eleven hundred citizens of the Crear Northern Peninsula 

and the Bonne Bay area of our province, and t o prove to t hem Sir that 

justice will not only be done but that it would appear,as my hon. 

fr~enJ , the Hinister of Justice would say, i t would appear that 

j ustice has been done ln this part icular case . It ~ives me ~reat 

plc11sure,str)to support the prayer of the petition. I call upon members 

on either side of the House co s upport t he petition on behalf of 

e lc>ven hundred of their fellow llewfoundlanders who feel chat there 

has hcC'n 3 p,ravc ln justice done to them in the cxpropri.ation of l:~nc.l 

in the Cro~ More Nat .tonAl J;';'l rk area. 

~II< . SPhAk1·:R : 

~Ill . W\)()J)J{O\~: 

lion . memher Cor Bav of lslnads . 

llr . Speaker I would . like to pr esent a petit lon 

nn hchnlf of two hundn·d nnd fo rty one voters of the community of 

Summerside in the llistdct of the ll<1y of lslanl..ls and the prayer o f the 

petition re~ds as follows: . " We the undersigned from the conununity 

of Summer sl.t!e clo hereby submit a petition fo r the installation of 

water ~nrl sewer age in our communi ty. We have the wate-c supply he-ce. With 

1t properly hatnl!'l!sed it 1~ill supply the whole community with 1mter . 

We loc>k fnr w11nl to yo•J"C r,reates t consideration i n this our greatest 

nct>d :• 1 would juat like to make the following comments on t his ~' r . 

~l'eaker . first of :~11. 

.• 
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Mr . Woodrow: 

the acquisition of water and sewerage was the number one priority 

for me when I became a member of the district of Bay of Islands. 

Number two, the community is in favour of havin~ a main line put 

through the community as opposed to spending a whole lot of money 

in bringing the water to each horne. Number three, the source of 

supply is behind the community; in fact, it is on the edge of the 

community. And also to conclude, Mr. Speaker, there is a small 

dam at present used by the school board, and the council and 

the community advises me that with funds from the Department of 

Municipal Affairs and !lousing a large darn could be built. 

Now I would like, Mr. Speaker, to place this before 

the Department of Municipal Affairs, and perhaps the Minister of 

Municipal Affair s and Housing would be kind enough to make a remark 

or two on it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

~gF.AKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

~N_._}. lllNN_:_ Mr. Speaker, it goes without saying that government 

would like to provide water and sewer and all the other facilities 

that a re required by many of the communities in Newfoundland. And 

certainly Summerside, -

t1R. STHJ\l.11AN: And not Labrador. 

MR._ p_I~N: -nnd Labrador - and certainly Summers ide will be considered 

as all other districts and communities will be considered in the upcoming 

months, and hopefully they will be one of the ones that are lucky 

enou~h to be provided with funds, to be provided with the water 

and sewer 

MR. S~ 

MR. F. WHITE: 

that they so rightly deserve and need. 

Hear, hear! 

The hon. member for Lewisporte. 

Mr. Speaker, for our side I would like to support 

the pe tition as presented by the member for Bay of Island (Mr. Woodrow). 

Water and sewer is a big problem in his area . It is a problem all 

over Newfoundland. And I would like in supporting the member's 

petition to thank him for supporting an effort by me last year to get 
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Mr. F. White: 

a water and sewer system going at Embree in the district of Lewisporte. 

So I would just like to say we support it, and we hope that there 

can be some debate on what is going to happen with respect to water 

and sewer during this session. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: 

~ ~kNETL: 

The han. member from Port au Port. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present a petition 

on behalf of the mobile homeowners of Stephenville, protesting the 

high rates of insurance for mobile homes. The prayer of the 

petition request the ~overnment to investigate into insuring 

practices and rates imposed by insurance companies. Since action 

has already begun in this direction by the Department of Consumer 

Affairs, and I have with me a mobile home analysis report from the 

Mobile Homeowners Committee of Stephenville pointing out that the 

mobile home situation in Stephenville is not as bad as it was 

reported in the lAO's and CIS reports, that is, our losses due 

to fire and wind are not as high as in other parts of Canada. I 

am prepared to table this report for the benefit of members. The 

report ~ives eleven recommendations and refutes some of the opininns 

in the reports studied by the Committee. For example, the 

Stephenville wind velocities are stated by Environment Canada's Report 

are not as severe as examples quoted for other parts of the country. 

Also there is a one in fifty probability of an annual wind speed of 

seventy-four miles per hour. This is below the present construction 

standard for mobile homes which is seventy-five miles per hour. 

The mobile homes in Stephenville are situated within the 

Stephenville fire distribution system, and therefore are not remote 1 

plus the fact that there has not been any major fire losses within the 

last flve years. The space between the floor and the ground is 

encasecl in most mobile homes in Stephenville. It is hoped by the 

Committee that the Stephenville Mobile Homeowners will get a lower 

base premium due to the three key favourable points mentioned in ·their 

report. And it is further hoped that a certain percentage can be 
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deducted for each mobile homeowner, for each of the recommendations 

that the owner has incorporated into his mobile home . It is also 

further hr•ped that the Department of Consumer Affairs would accept 

the report and approach the insurance companies on their behalf 

for better insurance rates . 

Mr . Speaker, l ask that this petition be placed upon the 

table of the House and referred to the department to which it relates. 

Hear, hear! 

9 •) ~· 
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MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NOLAN: 

The hon. the member for Conception Bay South. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition 

as submitted by the hon. the member for Stephenville. Although the 

report he now tables refers to Stephenville and the mobile homes 

in that area, I think that the same, perhaps, could be true,if we 

had the necessary data,for other districts in the Province. 

I feel that in some instances we have been 

fed a bill of goods by some of the insurance companies. I believe 

that the kind of information that the hon. member,and particularly 

the committee provide, indicating that there are, I believe,less 

fir~s in mobile homes than in what we consider normal buildings, 

normal residential areas; also recommendations, as I remember from 

reading that report, making recommendations for how you should tie 

a mobile unit down. Also, I think that it mip,ht be a very, very 

good thing, particularly in my own area and other areas as well, 

where you have a great preponderance of mobile homes, that perhaps 

the people should get together and come up with a report,and benefit 

from this experience so that they can really make the case when 

dealing with the insurance companies. 

Since it is a well-known fact that when 

you are buying in quantity that you should get a better deal with 

n p~ckage deal, perhaps mobile homeowners should take advantage of 

the very fine job done by this committee and maybe we can all 

benefit from it. I hope that perhaps we might have some initiative 

made on this perhaps from the Minister of Municipal Affairs to 

assist in this matter, or the 11inister of Consumer Affairs in this 

current session of the House, because many people in mobile homes 

feel they are being discriminarPr against as to insurance. So we 

are very happy to support the petition by the hon. member. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. WOODROW: 

The hon. the member for Bay of Islands. 

Mr. Speaker, I have reason to support the 

petition presented by the hon. the member for Stephenville, because 

in my district we have mobile homes. In fact, unfortunately at the 

present time the proprietor or the owner of the mobile home park 

has, at least he is hopinr to have, ten families evicted. This to my 

!I :l 
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MR. \WODROW: mind is a serious matter. 

Actually what it is about, Mr. Speaker, 

i.s concerning five per cent on the homes when they are sold or 

change hands. I really feel that we should have a debate on 

thi.s. 

MR. NEARY: ------ Are we talking about i.nsurance? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I should point out to the hon. 

gentleman a stipulation which was read earlier and that is in 

speaking to the peittion the hon. gentleman should confine his 

remarks to either the number of parties from whom it comes and 

the number of signatures and then,essentially, the material 

allegations it contains, the material that is in the petition. 

The hon. the member for Bay of Islands. 

MR. WOODROW: Mr. Speaker, probably I was taken away 

a bit at the time, but I was about to finish the remarks I had 

made. I repeat again that I hope that some time during the 

session a com~lete debate will be made on mobile homes and that 

we will have the regulations passed in this hon. House. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further petitions? 

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Finance. 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I have the annual duty of 

presenting or tabling the summary of s~ecial warrants for the year. 

It is always an item of interest and excitement. 

The total of the warrants this year is 

$83,242,600. 

MR. ROBERTS: All for 'George Cross'? 

MR. OOODY: The two substantial amounts: There is a 

$75,400,000 amount for the Department of Finance which represented 

a loan to the Gull Island Corporation for work by that corporation. 

The other substantial amount is an amount of almost $5 million for 

the Department of Rehabilitation and Recreation which was really a 

swi.tch of subheads, or a switch of heads, Originally voted in the 
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~1R. OOOnY: Department of Health it was transferred 

to Rehabilitation and Recreation for the homes for the a~ed and 

infirm so that they could he cost-shared under CAP. The 

difference is about $3 million,so the total is $83 , 242,000. 

There are copies here for, extensive copies of Pach for the 

edification of members who may be interested. 

I also table at this time the Annual 

Report of the Newfoundland Liquor Licensing Board, which always 

makes interesting and scintilating conversation and reading for 

the hon . members. 

HR. NEARY: 

MR. DOODY: 

What about a progress report on the -

We also table, with the permission and 

11cquiescence of the bon. the m.ember for LaPoile,who is his 

usual silent self this aft ernoon, the Annual Report of the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Computer Services Limited, another 

document of brevity aftd efficiency. 

MR. NEARY: Will the hon. minister read it? 
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NR. DOODY: The hon. minister will if the House so desires. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister. of Education. 

~IR. HOUSF.: Hr. Speaker., in accordance with the requirements 

of our legislation, T am tabling herewith copies of certain 

rep:ulati.ons which have to he nlAced before the Legislature. 

The rep;ulations in question are: the tr':lc:hPr certification 

rep;ulations: the tenc-hpr c:ertification(amE'nrlment number <mE'' 

yef'.u]ations, 1971i; the sehoo] boards' nllocation of monpv -re~tlations, 

l q7f,: rep,ulations increasin!>, oper:ttion of grants to school hoards; 

the Local School Tax Amendment Recrnl<>t·inns, 1976; The Schools 

Act; transportation of pupils; school board elections regulations; 

nncl again Thf' Schools Act, transportation of pupils amendments 

HR. NEARY: ----·--- Anybody left to report the School Act? 

~~R. l!ClUSF: Yes. 

MR. SPF.AKT'.R: The hon. Minister of Manpower and Tnclustrial Relations. 

fiR. ROlJS SF.ATI: --- ---- Mr. Speaker, 1 table the Department of Public 

Works :mel SE>rvi ct>s, rollege of Trades and Tt"chnology narktnp. 

n>r.ul:Jtions. I agree,you know,it would be p;reat if we could iust 

nut it in tlw Speaker's Office and not table them; and the 

annual report of the Newfoundland Public Service Commission. 

'fR. RORERTS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to raise a point of order. 

'IR. SPEAKf.R: A point of order. 

T think it 1s worth at least raisiP.g 1 and Your Honour 

mav lv:lnt to rule or Your Honour may want to look at it,beciltt!"P. J 

havf> nP.ver heard - When a document is required to be laid on 

the tahle of the Hous<",is the minister required by anything other 

than possihJv the tradition to stand and to -as the minister 

himself ind1cated, thP. College of Trades and Technolo~y parking 

r<"r,ul at l.ons ;ue not exact1y1 you know, crucial to the pubLic interest 

In thC' sP.nSP rhpy h:tve been r,azf'tted and anybody who is particularly 
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!'fR. ROBERTS_: interested is already intimately familiar I am 

sure. 

Is rhpre ~ornE' procE'dUrE' whereby they could he tabled, 

perhaps laid upon the table or perhaps brought to the Clerk's 

Office anr1 then put in -we r;et a dailv Tlansard,usually within 

thE' mont1 ;-~ ,,<1 made available that way? I raise it only as 

a matter of~I think 1of importance 1but a matter of new importance . 

M3. SPEA!g'R: . Any further submission on that point? If not 

l shall have to consider it and p,ive a rulinr; later. Are there 

ilny furthPr reports? 

ORAL OUF.STIONS: 

MR. S"PEAKF.R: The han. Leader of the Opposition. - - - ----
HR. ROBEJI.TS: We zip right down through those, Mr. Speaker. My 

question is for the Premier, Sir, and i.t is with reference to 

the joh crPatlon nror;ramme announced in the Speech from the Throne. 

We do not have a cute little name on it vet like Canada Works 

or Young Cannda Works or anvthinr, as yet. But my question, Sir, 

bC'p;ins hy asking the Premier if he could let us know, Sir, when the 

first neople, the first of the approximatE'ly 500 people who apparently 

will he hired to work on this nrogramme, when we can expect to see 

them hjred? 

Mil. SPF.AKJo:R: The hon. l'rPmier. ·------· 
PRF.MTF.H MOORF.S: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I can answer that questlon. 

r cannot answer the question as to when the first one will he 

hired. The programme is gearer1 in the area of fisheries and that 

is really., I would hope ,certai.nly1 and 1 suspect, that it: will he 

in advancing fishery projects which will have ongoing benefit. 

And the same happens in Tourism and Forestry and also in the 

nenartment of Social Services wherehv penr>lc• ,,,~n have not had 

an oppnrtuni tv to get nff the social welf:n:e rolls 1d ll have an opportunity 

to participate in the programme,and the expectation is, Mr. Speaker, 

as T S<t id T do not know 14hen the first one will be hjred but T 

woul rl suspeC'.t that the l<1.st one will be hired before the next three weeks 
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l'llF'IlF.Il NC10l!F'S: is out . 

'1r . Sp~~tker , ;t surmlementarv . 

II suoplement~trv . 

Can thP. Prcmt~r indtcate , Sfr, wh~n some p.uideltnes 

wi I 1 ht> mAd~ rmbl ic or whE-n some informacion will be m~td!1" pul>lic 

,., , t,l r~sn.-ct co chis l'rogram!ll<' ,and soecificallv "'i.th1.n th<' context 

nf th:tc cnn the PrC'm·!er indicnte whether t hese pro~r::nnmPs will he 

anAlogous CC" thP. l.Tl' . C:nnada "'arks thin~t 'l'l'he-re the init1.ac lve 

roMPS from the locnl Area and thP. P.Ovcrnment responds hoo<-fully 

'-'irh :moroval nne\ ch<-oue. And secondly . or :llceroately and srcondlv, 

whC'thPr th<' pro~rnmmes will he initiated by p.ovcrnmenc dcpnrtme ncs 

tlC'c-1 d1nr to rnrrv nut a certain proiccc and chen rrroceedinR 

frnm th<'TC'~ 

PltRMTElt W)ORE~: ·-----·- ... - Thc> stcuation is, Mr . Speal:er , if thE>rC' Is a I.IP 

I'To\t><"t ort>'<l'ntlv r.nlnP. e>n that rcqui.TC's ass1scnnce ;tnn it comPs 

•d rhtn thl' cr1 tcr1n r mentioned of resC'Iurce d~velof'meont C\VI.'ntuallv, 

or ii thC' dl.'~~rtment concC'rnrd has to idcntifv the nro~ramme . it will 

n<>t hP :1 nror.rnnunP wherP thC\rC\ will he ann) i.cati.ons f rom all 

ronc~rned I'Pe>nlC' , 11'> I'IUC'h '\t liC' would enioy that . The fact is, Sir, 

thnt chcv wtll be selective' programmes geared at resource acvelopment 

nne! thl' ol'<>r•i<' . whC'th~r tt bC' the F tshei'Tilan 's Committee or whcth~r 

' t h<' .1ne>thPr r.rnuo in the 'ocal aren . will be ndvised :'IS to 

thP tYIH' nf lninr thnt we h:'IVI.' i n mind a nd with their consultation 

wr wtl\ then :'l!>f'rove the p,nlnp ahc>ad of it. 
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MR. ROBERTS : Mr. Speaker, growing out of the Premier's answer 

there, can the Premier indicate whether the government - since this 

is to be a government initiated programme,if I understood him 

correctly - whether the government have identified a list of 

likely areas and projects, you know, that they will have in mind? 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Premier. 

PREl'fiER MOORES: The answer is, yes, Mr. Speaker. It now remains 

to have consultation with the local people to carry on with the 

programme, and if it is any advantage to the House we will gladly, 

once the programmes have all been identified, table where they 

are and why in the House. 

HR. Sl'EAKER: The hon. member for Eagle River, followed by the 

hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. STRACHAN : Again on unemployment, Mr. Speaker. Could the 

Minister of ~illnpower tell us whether, apart from another Task Force 

which only delays the problem, whether the government have any plans 

to alleviate immediately the drastic unemployment and food economic 

situation now existing in Happy Valley - Goose Bay, where a rapid 

close down of a number of government projects has really caused a 

serious situation? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

The hon. Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations. 

We forme.d a · committee recently and-

to the area to interview each of the individuals involved. 

I think a week before last I received a report, on Thursday of 

last week, in which they interviewed each of these people who ~ re now 

working and who were not working to see what could be done. We have 

a profile of them. We are working closely together with Canada 

Manpower and the report is ready now, and government will take a look at it. 

It is an initial report and certainly government have made a commitment 

to the people that anything can be done to alleviate this situation from 

a Provincial point of view will be done. 

9 !1 
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MR. NEARY: The hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

Minister of Public Works and Services. Would the minister tell the 

House what has transpired recently, and if any decisions have been 

taken in connection with additional office space to house the public 

servants? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR . ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, nothing has happened recently. First 

of all,the federal study we had done a couple of years ago is being 

updated. This is a division of the Federal Department of Supply 

and Services who we retained, I think two or three years ago 1 and 

we are having them update their study of two or three years ago 

which we hope to have -

MR. ROBERTS : Fours years ago. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Four years ago1 it was 

- by May of this year. We would hope that that 

would give us an indication of what space we need, based on certain 

limitations they have in respect to the space requirements of 

individuals and so on. 

In the meantime,! think what the hon. member is 

getting at is Atlantic Place. And what the hon. minister said, 

and said it over and over again, is that the re are a number of options 

open to government; build its own building ,. lease a building, stay 

like it is,or Atlantic Place or any other large area. It is merely one 

of the options availably because there is a large amount of space there. 

The minister nor the government did not the say 

it was going to take space in Atlantic Place. It did not say it was 

going to build its own buildin~ or lease a building. But it is one of the 

possible options when you look at the amount of space that is required 

by the various government departments. So it is merely one of the 

options available. No decision has yet been taken. 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: My supplementary, Sir, is directed to 

the hon. Premier. Would the han. Premier tell the House whether 

or not the hon. gentleman intends to proceed with the suggestion 

that the Premier made in the last session of the House that a special 

committee of the House would be established to look into office space 

' to house the public service in this Province? Does the Premier still 

intend to follow that procedure? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PllliHIER MOORES: I do not know if that suggestion was made in the 

House or behind the curtain, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. NEARY: In the House. 

PREHIER MOORES: But the fact is that 1 think there is no question 

whatsoever that office space is needed for the sake of efficiency. This 

is always a very delicate situation when it comes up because there are 

all kinds of intonations read into it and what can happen and so on. 

~ut certainly it: would, I would hope, be the subject of the Department of 

Public Works' presentation after which time, when we look at the 

requirements, we can either have a Select Committee of the House on the matter 

or the government could put forward a proposition which can be debated 

by the House, either one. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Would the 

han. minister tell the House whether it is the minister's intention 

to lay on the table of this House the report of the Federal-Provincial 

Task Force that the minister just spoke of that is updating the matter 

of office space to house the public service in this Province? 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. minister. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I will take that question under advisement, Mr. Speaker. 

The study is merely for a departmental study,for the edification of 

the Department of Public Works' officials. It is not meant to be any secret 

document. f am sure the federal department would not in any way tell us 
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Mr. Rousseau. 

anything of a policy nature. All they are saying is that you have 

so many peoole, you need so much space,and here are the obvious 

options that you have. In consultation with my colleagues, 

I will take it under advisement. 

MR. NEARY: Could I have one final supplementary? 

1 0 :J, 
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MR. SPEAKER: One final supplementary. 

11R. NEARY: Would the minister tell the House then who are the 

members of this task force and are they being paid by the 

provincial government? Do they have any consultants under 

contract? Just who are they running this force? We do not seem 

to know too much about it. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: I am sorry. I will just mention it there. 

IB-1 

They are a - I do not think division would be the correct word -

they are attached to the federal Department of Supply and Services. 

They are a group who determine space requirements, professional 

people. They have nobody working with them unless they need 

consultation in any specific or technical area. But it is done by 

an agency of the federal Department of Supply and Services who 

have that sort of expertise that we were looking for, and the kind 

co-operation between the Department of Public Works and Services 

and the federal Department of Supply and Services had them 

available to the government of this Province. 

MR. NEARY: Do we have to pay for it or do they just come in -

}fR. ROUSSEAU: Oh, there is payment required, payment of cost ,but 

there is just the cost incurred in the study. 

_MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra Nova followed by the 

bon. member for Burgeo-Bay D'Espoir. 

MR. LUSH: Hr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

hon. the Premier. I wonder if the Premier is in a position to 

specifically inform the House as to what criteria will be used in 

the distribution of the funds for the job creation programme? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PREHIER MOORES: In general terms, Mr. Speaker, it will be in 

areas where it will assist any ongoing resource development in 

the future! in other words, if a project is done it will have 

some ongoing use to create jobs in the future as opposed to just 

make work. 

1fR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Burgeo-Bay D'Espoir. 

t () :1 
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MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, again on the same subject of the programme 

to create jobs. I wonder would the Premier indicate how this programme 

is going to be administered, if a department has been identified or 

if a special administrator or administrative division will be 

designated for this purpose? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PREHIER :1-IOOP...ES: At the present time, Mr. Speaker, it i.s bei.ng -------
done by the four departments I mentioned. In the case of Social 

Services it will be done by the employment officers in that 

department,once the projects have been approved on the basis I 

have said. In the case of Forestry,it is possible that it will 

be done by one of the Forestry people themselves•But if there is a 

local committee who can do the same job it would be done under their 

aegis. Equally in Fisheries, I would suggest, it probably will be 

mostly done by local fishermen's committees. This is the object 

of it. 

MR. SIMHONS: A supplementary. 

~lR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. The hon. member for Burgee-Bay 

D'Espoir. 

t'IR • S H'MON S : I believe the Premier has indicated that the areas 

of the Province to be involved have been identified. I wonder 

would the Premier indicate to the House what these areas are? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PREHIER HOORES: I have already said, Mr. Speaker, that gladly~ 

as soon as the projects have been identified they will be tabled 

in the House. It has to be done in consultation with local 

committees first to see the capabilities of each area as done. 

But the only areas I can say it will be done is in the areas of 

Fisheries, Tourism, Forestry, and Social Assistance. There 

have been no, if the hon. member is worried, Mr. Speaker, no political 

areas identified. 

MR. SIMHONS: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker . 

~1R. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 
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MR. SIMMONS: We are making history, Mr. Speaker, making history. 

MR. PECKFORD: That is right. 

MR. SIMMONS: One further supplementary. I wonder would the 

Premier indicate whether any of the funds involved are part of a 

federal-provincial cost-sharing,or does he anticipate that might be 

the case? 

~ffi. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES: I think I have answered that, Mr. Speaker. 

I said where t~ere are LIP projects that meet the criteria of 

eventual resource development area assistance,so to speak, that 

part of the programme will involve that. It will not involve, for 

instance, a LIP project where there is a community hall, this 

sort of thing, as much as we would like to. But it is geared to 

the resource area. That, Mr. Speaker, is basically the -

_MR. SIMMONS: No, but the $2 million, Mr. Premier? 

PREMIER MOORES: That $2 million is totally provincial, tlr. 

Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

~1R. NOLAN: 

The hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

Hr. Speaker, a <]uestion for the hon. Minister of 

}!an power. I am wondering if the minister is aware of the fact that 

we have been informed that a major department store, national department 

store,or supermarket, I am sorry, located in the St. John's area has 

given notice to twelve or fourteen of their employees, the reason being 

they are moving their main accounting to Halifax? One, does he 

know. Secondly, would he take it upon himself to contact 

Dominion Stores,! am talking about, to see why it is that they 

joined so many others in moving and making Halifax the capital 

of everything in Atlantic Canada? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Manpower. 



·February 7, 1977 Tape 37 PK- 1 

Mr . Rousseau : 

I thought the only Dominion Stores that had any problems, in the Provine~, 

Mr. Speaker, were the ones in Labrador City and Wabush which are a 

hnndful of problems he caust> they are run from out of Quebec. No.I 

was not aware of it, but I will certainly take it upon myself to 

have the matter checked out. I was not aware of it, and I will 

have it checked out, and I will look into it and take it up with 

the appropriate officials. 

~SPEAKER: The han. member for Baie Verte-White Bay. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of 

Health. I wonder would the minister could indicate to the House 

whether or not there has been any consultation between his department 

and the Uenturist Association concerning proposed legislation to 

govern the activities of denturists in the Province? 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. Minister of Health. 

MR. H._ COLLINS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, there has been numerous 

meetings, Wheni say 'numerous' I should indicate what I mean by 

numerous, and that is, during the past year and a half possibly 

four or five meetings between the denturists and myself and the 

officials in the department. 

MR. RIDEOUT: -------- A supplementary. 

MR. SPKAKF.R: A supplementary. 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder could the minister be a bit 

more specific _ meetings could be meetings -and tell the House whether 

or not those meetings dealt specifically with the proposed legislation 

or draft legislation? 

MR. _.§f !:!J<ER: The bon. Minister of Health. 

~-·- !~.'- _cOLL.!_N.§_;_ Yes, generally speaking, Mr. Speaker, that was 

the purpose of the meetings. 

MR. ~IDEOUT: - ------ A supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: -------- A supplementary. 

HR. RIDEOUT: Has the minister made any commitment to the Denturist ---------

Association that he will consult with them before legislation is brought 

before this House? 

1 0 0 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health. 

MR . H. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, the meetings we have had have dealt 

with the need for legislation, and the type of legislation which 

the denturists would like to see. As I said there has been four or 

five meetings during the past year or fourteen or fifteen months. 

There is not a big lot that I can add, other than that I am looking 

forward to bringing in the appropriate legislation in this session. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is there somebody asking a supplementary? 

MR. F. ROWE: Yes. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Trinity-Bay de Verde. 

MR. F. ROWE: I wonder if the Minister of Health, Mr. Speaker, could 

indicate whether there is in fact draft legislation in existence for 

the denturists and whether the denturists have been consulted on 

the draft legislation? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health. 

MR. H. COLLINS: I am not sure if the hon. member is posing his 

question properly. I presume what he means is, have the denturists 

submitted proposals to us which they would like to see reflected in 

the legislation? That is the first part of the question. 

MR. F. ROWE: Would the hon. minister permit? 

MR. H. COLLINS: Yes, go ahead. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Trinity-Bay de Verde. 

I am asking the minister, Mr. Speaker, whether or 

not there is draft legislation in existence for the denturists ' ,and 

whether the denturists have been consulted with respect to this draft 

legislation , and when and where? 

MR. F. ROWE: 

MR. ?YEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health. 

MR. H. CObLINS: The draft legislation is in the process, Mr. Speaker, 

of being drafted. 

MR. F. ROWE: It is in the process. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. s. A. NEARY : Mr. Speaker, I would like to put a question to 

the 
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: hon. Minister of Health. -----

MR. SPEAKER: ------- Having already referred to the hon. gentleman, I 

will bear in mind that any other hon. member who wishes to ask a 

question on that subject. 

I would like to put a question, Sir, to the hon. 

Minister of Health. I would like to ask the minister if hE! has yet 

received a report from Dr. Selikoff in connection with the study 

that is being done in Baie Verte,on the miners in Baie Verte,concerning 

asbestosis in the community of Baie Verte,and amongst the miners of 

Baie Verte? Has the minister received the report? If so, is it the 

intention of the minister to table the report? And what action, if 

any, has been taken on the report if it has been submitted to the 

minister? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, the report to which the hon. 

~ember refers is a report which was done by the Mount Sinai University 

in New York, who commissioned Dr. Selikoff to go into Baie Verte at 

the request of the unions at Baie Verte, the Steelworkers Union. 

I might say that this government supported the doctor and his team 

financially, and in every other way which we could support,every other 

area where he requested support. He has promised me a copy of the 

report. The report will be made, of course, to the people who asked 

him to do it. To my knowledge the report has not been made. I can 

categorically say I have not received a copy. 

MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary. 

The hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: ------ Mr. Speaker, is the minister aware if the individuals 

who were examined, the miners, ,the individual miners in Baie Verte, have 

they received their reports? My understanding is that Dr. Selikoff is 

going to notify the individuals first, and then give the various 

parties copies of the report after, including the minister. Have the 

miners received their report yet on an individual basis? 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

10R 
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MI:..U.COLLINS: knowledge,Hr. Speaker,Dr. Selikoff had not presented 

his report to anyone. I might be off base there,but I have a promise 

from him· that 1 '"ould get a copy and I am sure if there were copies 

received by the miners, the individuals in Baie Verte ,that ,.re would 

have heard of it. 

~ lR. NEAHY: A supplementary. 

tm. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

}fit. NEAHY: Could the minister tell the House when he expects 

to get a report on this urgent matter of occupational health hazard 

in Baie Verte? 

tilL SPEAKJ:R: The han. Hinister 

HR. 1!. CULLINS: Hr. Speaker the original date which we anticipated 

receiving the report on the basis of a conversation with the doctor from 

clew York was September. I know that there has been some discussion since 

then because additional information· was needed and so on. It was my 

hope that we would have received the report by this time, but,as I said, 

we have not got it yet .It should be coming momentarily. 

~m. NEARY: A f.i na] supplementary. 

A final supplementary. 

~11l. NEARY : Hould the minister tell the !louse if the government itself, 

without having the Selikoff Report) has the government done anything 

about this occupational hazard in Baie Verte? Have t!•e government 

taken any steps to eliminate the dust menace and the asbestos,dust 

from the asbestos, and have there been any more monitoring done than 

was done there hefore? Would the minister give us a progress report on 

jnst what the government itself has done through its own initative, 

without having to wait for Dr. Selikoff' s i:eport? 

MlL SPEAKE!{: The hon. minister. 

~11< • .!!.:_QlLL INS_:_ Hr. Speaker that question would be more appropriately 

askcu or oae of my colleagues, either the Minister of Consumers Affairs 

and Envlronment or the ~1inister of Mines and Energy . 
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Ill: . NliAI!Y: \~ell,I put the question to the ~inister of liines and 

The surplementary question . Could t he llinister tell us, the 

(·linlster of Hines and Energy , what is beL1g done in connection with 

the ashestos problem in Raie Verte? 

its own? 

What has the government done on 

MR. SPI:AJCF.~: 

~m. l'cCKFORD : 

The hon. ·.dnister . 

Nr . Speakcr,the Dept. of !lines and Ener)::y, the Dept. 

of IIC:I) th, the Oept . of Consumer Affairs and Environmcnt ,anJ there ls 

some connection with t he Dept . of !anpower and Industrial Relations, 

have been continuing to monitor not only the ashestosls prohl.el'l fn Raie 

verte but also problems in Labrador City, Wabush and other mines around 

t lte province, particularly St . Lat~rcnce where there had been a health 

prolllcm . There has been an increase in the number of inspectots that 

c:~mc e>n duty under the Dept . o( Mines and l::ner gy over the last year to 

a!<sist in this . And we are anticipating this year to increase that 

scnf( even fu rther to help monitor in a more efficient t<ay than has 

h<'cn done in the p:l:~ t. 

1\dtlitlonally <IS all hon . nembers of the !louse know,there was a major 

conference chnt was convened by the ~linister of Hanpot<er ancl Industrial 

!:elations befor e Chrl.stmas of jndustry , l.abour and other interested 

pnrti~s to ascertain from them presicely what way they want government 

to ac:t as it r<>lates to health safety standards in the Jlt:ovl,nce . And 

out of that conference bas come a committee which is to t:ecoiMiend to 

~:overnment whether in fact there should be one a~ency under whose 

:1e1:is the proper efficient manner can be done for inspection and proper 

protection for the people in Baie Verte as well as other mines in the 

rrovlnce. 

I IH . SI'I!AKER : 

tlR. NI!ARY: 

a~ . s t'F.I\lilll< : 

f rom l.APolle. 

lion. member (or l.ewispor te . 

Mr. Speaker . 

Order , please ! J will have to hear the hon . gentleman 

11 0 
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!If\ . NEARY : Mr . Spcaker,l am not satisfied with the answer the hon . 

mcmher gave and I ~1ish to debate it durinl:l the late show on Thun;day. 

~II\ . SI'EAKF.R: L bel tcvc 1 had rccot~ni:tecl the hon . member for Y.agle River 

as l recall- or l.cwispol:"te. I am very sorry. 

~IR . WlllTF : M.·. Soeaker, J have a question for the '1ini.ster of 

J.uucation and it is related to the School Attendance Act . ~!ould the 

~lini stc r tc ll the llou.<H! whether or not there has been some chang•!s in 

the School ,\ttcon<lancc Act in terms of the number of sc.hoom attcndA.nce 

of(i.cers throup.hout the p rov;Lnce,and if in fact they have all been 

t iven their notices? 

The hon . l!linister of Education . 

'tr. . IIOUSJ.:: ----- ''r . Speaker 1 there has been no change in the Act 

as of the present time, the specific act. We were phasin~ down for a 

number of vcars the attendance offi.c.ers because, at the suggestion of 

!:chool honrd~ .:~round the ,,rovince. The school attendance officers , the 

rru11nt offi.cem they call them these times,have noc been very effective . 

And •~e still hAve the !';<:hool attendance officer~< •u r-hP n"""rr""'"r. <:nm" 

of them a re :<t i 11 workin~-,but we are phasing them down. 

A supplcmcntarv. 

~11:. WIII"IT: Coutcl the minister tell u.c: wh:1t the lone ranr.e plan 

i:; ln terms n f phasing them down . ? Will they be all phased out or will 

there be three CIT (our left in the province ~and also will the supervisors 

of schooilt nttendance in St. John ' s be retained . \~ill that position be 

retained? 

1 I 1 
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~'!\.:_SPF.AKFfS The hon . 'l:lnister of Education. 

~P. !lOUSE : The supervisor is the departmental offic:l~l 

whfl will he 2ath1>rin?, the statistics and will he cht>ckinl' 1-'lth 

rrinclnal~ f rom the various schools, or the various boards, 

~hflut :~ttendanCl' , de.'tl iN\ with it lit 11 departmPntal level. 

lt i.s our 1ntcntion, ves.to phase down comnletelv thP school 

nttendancP officers in the districts. 

~Ill . WIITTE: A sunplemcntarv, ~lr. Speaker. 

I!_R. SPF~J.\:. A surn 1 ~>mentarv. 

~~T.F_:_ C:onl d the ministl.'t indicate then "'ho will h•Wf? 

r~sponsih!U.tv in f'ach of the iltcOJS for thl' enforcement of the 

Srhool Attendance Act? 

"~ . .!IOU.:<;!.:_ The enforcement wUl he dont> throu~h thl' ~chool 

princ1r>nlR, throur.h the district offices, thl' hoar ds , th<' dist r ict 

offi C"s,:tnd the official ar the der~rtl'lent . 

JI!R. Sl"'OJNS: /1. supplemt>ntnrv . 

A surnlcmenatary; the hon . membPr for 

~fll . S HI~ONS : ---------. ~tr. Spe11ker , in viaw of the answer just ~iven 

hy the mlni:<ter 1would he indicate when hl' i n t<'n<ls t o tntroduce 

tht- nnrrroprinte chnnp.P-s in lesr,i.slation of thE' !louse to alloH 

school h<>:~r(l nfff.ces to adm1.nistt>r the act? At the moment 

it ls the mfnistE'r's resronsthility and not any districts 

concf'rnrd . noes he Intend tn hrtnr. in lep,islnti.on concernin~ 

th<' m.~ t t<'r :tn<l if so when? 

'!R. SPF:/I.KP.R : ----·- ThE' hon. 'finilltt-r <>f F.d ucatfon. 

Th:t:: is h<>Jnp loolll'd into, 'lr. SpE>ak<>r. Thf' 

w:.v the :~ct is now is t he f;tct that school orJnJcp:.ls make 

rPr>r<-sent.ntion to thP v;~rious school attendance office!'s and they 

will h<' tlolnl" that dirrctly ~lith the pC'!rsonneJ we hnve here at 

thP dcp:lrtmf'nt rnther than to a person in the field. 
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MIL SPF.AKF.R: The hon. member f.or Windsor - Ruchans followed 

by - 1 think 1 previously 1ndicated that 1 would recor,nize 

thP hon . memb~r for F.il~le River next, so the hon. member for 

"•tr.1 e River followed hy the hon . member for Windsor - Buchans. 

\fr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of 

Mines and Enf'rr,y . Could the minister tell us whether he is 

~rcpared to take nny action a~ainst the desperate exrloitntion 

of this Province ' s r~sources by Quebec , in particular Knob 

f.akP where rilw iron ore is mined out of this Province's sot 1 

totnlly by Quebec miners for shipment for Scheffervi.lle where 

i.t then provides the almost t01:al operation of the iron ore 

plant th<'r«>? 

r helif've that in the months of October. rlovemher and 

lll'cembPr ei~:hcy rer cent of the iron ore keel"ing the Schcfferville 

r.olnP. came from this Province's soil . 

~EKF:,~:. TJ e hon . >lirost er of Mines and Fnergy . 

That problem is presently bein~ looked 

nt vrry seriously by gover nment and when any action is taken the 

hon. memh<'r w U 1 be advised . 

~tr . Speaker, 1 run dissatisfied with the aMwer 

and 1 wish to debate it on the Late Show on Thursday . 

'W . I:Lf(':tl'f': 

NR . SPF.AKF.R : 

>.!R :_ _F_l:..l~J:!.T: 

Mr . Speaker . 

The hon . member for Windsor-Buchans . 

'lr. Sr>eaker . this 11ucstinn to the hon. Premier. 

\4ould the Premier advise the House that in 1 i.P.ht of the fact that 

thr C:abtnct h11ve had the 8uchans Task Force for the past rou~hly 

sc>vP.n months, \o.'Ould he Indicate to the llouse what r ccommend3tions 

of that Task Force the Cabinet or government is now nrepar ed 

to tmplC'Ment:? 

"} ... SPF.I\l<ER :_ The hon . the Premier . 
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PR~TER '-101'!_~ Some have alreadv heen done, >lr. Spen.k!'r . 

anti others will be done in conjunction with th<' princJpa)H 

concerned , and as the decis ions a r e made the hon . member and 

the nousP wi 1.1 be advised . 

~·- FtrGII!...:___ II Slmplement;~ry , ~lr. Speaker . 

-~-_:~lQ:_n.:_ II supplementsn:v : tht> hon. ~entlemn.n on a supplementary. 

HR . F1.1C:IIT_:_ The Premit>r indicat ed t hat some have already hcen 

clonf' . llnart from the incornoration,could he name one please? 

PRF.MlF.R MOOORFS: ThE' bon . member just did . It was the Incorporat ion , 

'lr. Speaker . 

II supplemt>ntnrv, ~r . Speaker . 

I1R. SPF.AKPR ; Orde-r, plen.se! 

~fR • FLIGHT : ----- A surr>Jementary . 

1'1R . SPEAKER : T will hear a supplementary. 

Would the Premier indicate t o the House if that 

is indeed the only one that has been implemented? 

~1R. SPRAKER: Order, rlease ! Order, please! l wish to draw 

to the attention of the hon. member to my right that questions 

shouJd not h<' :~rr.umentilt lvE' or tend to repeat what h:~s already 

hc<'n :~skecl or nnswerPd , :ts the case might be . Rut the question 

has now been asKed . 

MR. SPF.AKF.R : The hon . ~entJ.e.man .ius t asked a f1 ues tion and I have 

to wnit to see whether t he re is any r eplv to it . 

The hoo. me~ber for Windsor-Buchans . 

~~Fl.TGHT: Mr . Speaker, I either djd not ~et an answer to my 

(! II~'St.ion,or I'IY question w~ts rulPd out of order . Jf my question 

w~~ our of order, I will rephrase it . 

'1R • l'F.C:Kl"ORO : On a poirt of or der, Mr . S'fleaker. l:s the hon . 

member for Windsor- Buchans now :~sking 11 question or is he up 

on n ooint of Clr<IE'r . .lust what is he ont 

M'R. SPF.AKFR ; 

1H 
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The hon . member for IUndl>or - lluchan~t (Mr. Fli~tht) 

~sked for ~ clarification,technically; actually vhnt 

wal> whether his question was nut of order because if it wns he asked 

he would ljk<' to rerhrase a question on the same tOf'iC. The 

nn:<:wnr would have to be that the former question was out oforder 

ln l ts wording 'ln:l 1 would recognize htm now to ask A 

question on the s~e subiect , rephrased . 

~IR. FT.TGIIT: Thank you_. l'lr . Sneaker. Would the Premier ;tdvise 

thr llou.•H! wh<tt, if any , recommendations of th<' Buchan:<: 

Tns!< Fore<' hiiV<' h<'en imp] emented apart from th<' tncomor ation 

of llurhnn:<:? 

Th<' hon . Prem1<'r. 

P~F.MIIR MOOR!~ The situation, ~r. Speaker. verv simply is 

that that is the onlv one,and not only that . Sir, but 

~R. Fl.IC.IIT: --· ------- Tnaudil>le 

PRI'MTF:R 'IOORF.S: ~!n. Th<tt ls the onlv one to my knowledr,c, let 

us rut it th:u: wAv. There lll3V he others as well. llut T sttonJtlv 

rcrommend, Sir , thnt before any other further decisions arr made 

wr look at the T:~sk Force on Buchans here in the !louse , nlu:<: 

rhr nt"w potcnr lnl of th~> lluch:ms a r ea mlner.:~lly, plus 11 n<>w 
,. 

nopronch by Pric<' Newfoundland who have taken over the municinal 

r<'~oons ll>ili tv n,; O('('IOS('d to AS/\RC:O hecause, Mr. Srcaker, there 

h:we heC>n ll r,reat many more con,;idcrations to he tilken i.nto considc:ration 

since th:~t T:~sk Porcr r~('e>rt 1~as i.n. 

1 1 :; 
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HR. SPEAKER: The han. the member for Trinity-Bay de 

Verde followed by the bon. gentleman for LaPoile, time 

permitting. 

MR. ROWE: I had a qqestion for the han. the 

Minister of Health but I will direct it to the han. the Minister 

of Justice, Sir. As I understand it,the preliminary draft of 

the denturist legislation is presently being drafted. Could the 

minister give an undertaking to the House that before legislation 

is brought into the House concerning the denturists, that they 

will be consulted before actual legislation is brought into the 

House of Assembly? 

}!R. SPEAKER: The han. the Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: My colleague the hon. the Minister of 

Health is not present in the Chamber at this time, but my 

understanding from him is that there has been very close 

consultation with the denturists. This is my understanding from 

him. The bon. the Minister of Health is now in the House and 

he can answer the question effectively and fully and completely. 

MR. ROWE: The question for the benefit of the 

Minister of Health, Mr. Speaker,is this: I understand that 

draft legislation is presently taking place for the denturists. 

What I am asking the Minister of Health is; before legislation 

concerning the denturists is brought before the House of Assembly, 

will the Denturists' Association be consulted before such 

legislation is brought before the House of Assembly? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Health. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I do not recall a piece of 

legislation which has ever been brought before this House, certainly 

since this administration has been in office, without consultation 

with the individuals or the groups involved if, in fact, it dealt 

with professional groups. 

Now it was said that legislation is now 

being drafted,and I suspect that all of the people involved will 

be given an opportunity - when is something else - but they will be 

given an opportunity to see the legislation. 

11fl 
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A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

~R. SPEAKER: I will allow one further supplementary 

and the time will then be transpired. 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, is the Minister of 

Health aware of the existence of a letter in which he states 

specifically to the legal counsel for the Denturists' 

Association that he will consult with the draft legislation hefore 

the actual legislation is brought before this House of Assembly? 

~!R. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Health. 

MR. COLLINS: I do not have the letter before me. 

Maybe the hon. the member has. Obviously there has been a hit of 

collusion between legal counsel and other people involved. It is 

a well known fact that there is some sympathy on that side of the 

House for some of the people who have been making statements in 

recent days. If the hon. member has a letter there, let him read 

it. 

MR. SIMMONS: And some harassment on that side. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: Motion 1. 

Motion, the hon. the Minister of Consumer 

Affairs to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Direct Sellers 

Act." (Bill No. 2) , carried. 

On motion, Bill No. 2 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Motion 2. - - - ·-- -
Motion, the hon. the Minister of Consumer 

Affairs to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Newfoundland 

Consumer Protection Act." (Bill No. 3), carried. 

On motion, Bill No. 3 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Motion 3. 

Motion, the hon. the Minister of 

Education to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Petty Trespass 

Act." (Bill No. 4), carried. 

ltl 
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On motion, Bill No. 4 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Motion 4. -------
Motion, the hon. the Minister of 

Consumer Affairs and the Environment to introduce a bill, "An Act 

To Amend The Attachment Of Wages Act." (Bill No. 5), carried. 

On motion Bill No. 5 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR.. SP.EAKER: Motion 5. 

11 ~ 
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Motion, the bon. the Minister of Justice to introduce a bill, 

"An Act To Amend The Legislative Disabilities Act," carried. (Bill No. 6) 

On motion Bill No. 6 read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

Motion, the hon. the }finister of Education to introduce a bill, 

"An Act To Amend The Memorial University Act," carried. (Bill No. 7) 

On motion Bill No. 7 read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

Motion, the bon. Minister of Justice to introduce a bill, "An 

Act To Amend The Statutues Act," carried. (Bill No. 8) 

On motion Bill No. 8 read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

Motion, the hon. President of the Council to introduce a bill, 

''An Act To Establish The Newfoundland Statistics Agency," carried. 

(Bill No. 9) 

On motion Bill No. 9 read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

Motion, the han. Minister of Justice to introduce a bill, "An 

Act To Amend The Maintenance Orders (Enforcement) Act," carried. 

(Bill No. 10) 

On motion Bill No. 10 read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

Motion, the han. ~!inister of Consumer Affairs and Environment 

to introduce a bill, "An Act To Change The Corporate Name Of The 

Society Of Industrial Accountants Of Newfoundland," carried. (Bill No. 11) 

On motion Bill No. 11 read a first time, ordered read a second 

time on tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order 1, the Address in Reply. 

The han. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the debate 

which has now been called is, as Your Honour has just said, the Address 

in Reply debate ,and it is not only the opening debate of a session by 

tradition and by practice,although interestingly enough not by the 

11~ 
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Hn • ROBERTS : 

the rules - there is no requirement in the rules that we begin with 

it, indeed even that we begin with the Throne Speech - not only is it 

the openin& debate,the first debate of the session, but is it generally 

considered one of the mos1: important single debates because, 1-1r. Speaker, 

it gives the House, the members of the House, the fifty of us who 

sit here, the opportunity to survey the whole range of public affairs 

in this Province, to have a look at all of the problems that confront 

this Province today, to outline some of our concerns, some of our 

hopes, some of our thoughts and to put forth some of the ideas which 

we think should be looked at and to have a look at~hopefully in a 

con~tructive sense,such 1deas as the government may put forward. 

l t is a grand in ouest on the Province, I guess, in the traditional sense 

of the word in wh:lch that term was always used. It is a chance to 

survey the whole range of public affairs and a chance to consider 

any topic of significance . 

Now that is very different from most other debates,because while 

we do not always aclhc re colllT' Ict ely to the rules, ll r. Speaker, Your 

Honour 

1 ~0 
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Mr. Roberts. 

has had occasion from time to time to bring myself and others of the 

House to attention, to recall to our attention the rules of relevancy. 

The Throne Speech debate, I would think, Mr. Speaker, it is almost 

impossible to be irrelevant to the Throne Speech debate. That is 

why it is designed that way. It is designed to let each member, and 

so I hope that each of the fifty members will speak. I know many of the 

members personally. The eighteen men and women who sit with me in the 

Opposition ranks, we have often talked, and I know that each of them 

has specific concerns, some of them affecting one's district, some 

affecting the entire Province. I thought the type of speech which the 

gentleman from Exploits (Dr. Twomey) gave on Opening Day was perhaps 

a good balance, a balance in which he expressed some concerns on 

matters that affected his own district, the people who have sent him 

here to speak for them as their member in the House, and on the other 

hand some concerns which are obviously of importance to him and which, 

as a member, he feels should be and, therefore, properly are brought 

to this House, concerns of importance to the Province. He made some 

remarks about separatism, about the implications of the election of 

the Parti Quebecois government in our neighbouring province of Quebec. 

I thought those were well-made. I have not had a chance to see the 

Hansard yet. Indeed, Sir, I would hope- and I will say, Mr. Speaker, 

that if it is possible to be irrelevant to the Throne Speech, I suspect 

I am about to be irrelevant to the Throne Speech, but I think that it 

might be permitted - I would hope that we can arrange, Sir, to get Hansard 

early this year, because it is of no real value to the members of the 

House,or of little or lesser real value unless we can have it hopefully, 

the morning after. 

Now I realize that it is a big job, particularly when 

we have had one of our lengthier sessions, and many thousands of words 

are being spewed out and recorded and to be transcribed. My understanding 

of it is that the holdup is not with the Hansard staff, that they perform 

1.21 
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Mr. Roberts. 

admirably, often working very long hours and very late into the 

night. But the transcripts, the typed scripts,are usually available 

the next morning, but the problem is in the printing process. And 

the Minister of Public Works, who I assume is responsible for the 

government's printing office or whatever it is called, is not in his seat. 

MR. NEARY: Printing and Photography. 

MR. ROBERTS: I am sorry? 

MR. NEARY: Printing and Photography. 

MR. ROBERTS: Printing and Photography Di.vision, but it is in the 

Public Works and Services Department 
1
- is it not? 

The minister is not in his seat now, but I would hope 

that he could look into this. I do not know what demands are made 

upon tl1at office. I can imagine they are considerable. And it is often 

hard to say whether something is more important or less impGirtant, 

but I do suggest that something ought to be done 1and hopefully and 

surely something can be done to improve the speed of Hansard. I am not 

particularly unhappy at this point, not at all, that we do not have_last 

session's Hansard. I mean~there it is now and it is of interest, I suppose, 

to Lhe historians. If some poor benij;(hted... graduate student in years 

to come is unfortunate enough to be assigned by his tutor as a thesis 

topic, you know, the House of Assembly session of 1975-1976, then 

he will have to read them, but I venture to say that there are very fe•• 

others, unless we have some masochists in our midst. 

MR. NOLAN: 

_MR. l.JOOllY: 

Dissertation in insanity. 

you should be grateful that they are not video taped. 

MK. ROBERTS: The Minister of Finances says that we should be grateful 

that they are not video taped. I am not so sure about that. He was not 

bere on Opening Day. He was off in Ottawa at a real first ministers' 

conference, but it was called, "The Minister of Finances' Conference." 

lie and his fellow ministers were there carving up the corpse of the 

poor, battered Canadian taxpayer a little further, trying to make the pint 
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~lr . Roberts . 

of milk fill the quart bottle, the basic problem which confronts 

the minister today, and thus he missed the Opening Uay . Ue missed 

my comment,which I will repeat for his benefit only since he 

raised the matter,that if our proceedings here were to be 

televised it might very well result in a great improvement of 

the calibre of debate, the decorum of the members on all sides. 

Even, I venture to suggest, possibly on occasion, the minister has 

a little role. 

DR. FARRELL: Would the Hansard be live or edited? 

MR. S~IDNS: If it were to be live, it would be up to you. 

MR. kOSERTS: TI1e President of the Council asked whether it would 

be live or edited? There is a motion on the Order Paper by my 

friend from l..ewisporte (tlr. White) if ever we can get to it, it is 

fairly far down the list, but I think the suggestion thnt i1e wishes 

to put, as I understand it, and I quite agree with it, is that we 

should possibly look at the Ottawa experience. My understanding is that 

Ottaw11 will tal'<' the entire thing. It will not be done by the beoadcasting 

companies, it will be done by the House of Commons themselves . And 

that will then be available and a media agency - a terrible phrase, but 

we have never (ound a better one - but,you know, the television station 

or the CBC or the private CTV network can tape whatever they wish. I 

cannot conceive of anybody 
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Mr. Roberts: 

in his right mind wanting to watch three hours of the House of 

Assembly. 

MR. F. WHITE: CBC will be carrying six hours of the House of 

Commons a day on cable. 

HR. ROBERTS : My colleague tells me that CBC will be carrying six 

hours of the House 6f Commons a day on cable, but I cannot see a 

very large audience for that. But nonetheless -

MR. DOODY: Will that pre-empt As The Stomach Turns? 

MR. ROBERTS : Well it might replace As The World Turns, at times 

it looks like LauEh In. I mean, but quite seriously, well we can all 

agree that, you know, an unrestricted diet of the House of Assembly 

would be enough to, I suppose, qualify one for psychiatric help 

under an even tightened up MCP plan. 

~1R. J. NOLAN: Who will be the sponsor? The manufacture of libruim? 

MR. !(OBERT'S: - ------ The fact remains, Mr. Speaker, that the more 

publicity given to this House, not only the better for the House, I 

think it would imp,rove us tremendously if people saw what went on, 

and not only improve us but I think people would get a far different 

impression. Of course,what is reported from the House is often, you 

know, the colourful or the dramatic or the unusual. You know, all 

we have heard about the House of Commons in England recently,as I 

recall it, unless we have seen some specialist material or a 

British newspaper,is the evening when was it a labour gentleman 

got angry and went and grabbed the Mace, and went for a Tory member 

or vice-versa, and I mean that does not happen, it does not even 

happen here every day. It has not happened to my knowledge ever. 

Once the Haec w:1s seized dj strained for debt back in 1833 or something. 

MR. NOLAN: ------- Was it ever paid? 

MR._RO~ERTS: No, and I am told the Mace could never be found. The 

Mace was never found afterwards. But, you know, the fact is the 

House does do a great deal of useful work, and if it were to be televised 

I think it would help greatly. But, Mr. Speaker, if it cannot be 



February 7, 1977 Tape 43 PK - 2 

Mr. Roberts: ------ televised,and I suspect that is probably fairly far 

down the list of priorities, and maybe in a year of restraint, 

you know, w.e could restrain that without affecting the body 

politic in a mortal sense. 

To come back to the Hansard point,if we cannot televise 

the House, then let us at least get the Hansard out the next morning. 

Now I do not know any reason why we cannot get it out. 

MR. HICKMAN: I move vJe r,o up and find out. 

MR. ROBERTS: The House Leader, I thank him. You know, I can tell 

him,because I have checked on this,that the Editor of Hansard tells 

me that he and his staff are able to get their work done fairly 

quickly, It may not be a final edited version - a very 800d question; 

what do you edit, if anything, ·on Hansard?- but certainly we could 

have transcripts or typescripts available. And I made that 

reference with reference to the han. gentleman from Exploits (Dr. 

Twomey), because I would like to have read his remarks on opening 

day, and had the opportunity to consider them. I did not have too 

much attention to pay the close heed to them I would have liked to, becaufH'! 

I had to speak following him, and I was trying to get, you know, my 

own thoughts and notes in order • So I attempted to have - I was not 

here today_! was trapped out of town by the bad weather yesterday and 

did not get until lunch hour- but I had asked my staff to try and get 

me a Hansard, and I am told it is not yet available. Well,I would 

simply hope that, you know, can be remedied. It is a new session, 

and let us forget what is passed. I mean,last year they got bogged 

dot<n about the middle of May. And ,you know, I understand the bottleneck 

is not up in the Hansard staff we have a very efficient and a very 

effective staff, do marvelous work, ThP bottleneck is in the Printing 

and Photography Division. They have too much work. Well,let the work 

be rearranged, let the work be - just a few brief notes of some of the 

headin~s I intend to touch upon. It is only about eight inches thick, 

that file. 

12:1 
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\olhy hnve all those motions u11 uaily? 

What is the ~nister of -

l~y not have those on the Orner Paper on Wednesdays.? 

Well the Minister of Justice makes another good 

suggestion that why cio we have, I think, twenty-two motions on the 

Order Paper today of which teo or twelve are Prtvate Members' Notices 

of Motions, It uight be an idea, Mr. Speaker, it might save a 

considerable amount of paper, help to perserve our forest resources~ 

if they were printed only on Wednesday. I am not sure why they are 

printed every day. I do not know why again the rules, I do not think 

the rules require it, it may just be tradition. 

In any event, Sir, let me come back to opening day because 

listene<l with ~~treat inte-rest to what th.e gentleman f-rom .Exoloits 

had to say. 1 listened with equal interest to what his colleage 

from Bonavisca North (M-r . Cross) had to say . I will touch upon that 

later because there I do not find myself quite as heartilY in svm!'>~.thv. 

1 am certainly not in agreement , but I would not want the gentleman 

from Exploits to think that I am in agreement with everything he 

s<tJ d either. Indeed if that happened one of us would be perhaps in 

somewhat stranp.e company . And while I know that politics - Well here 

is Hansnrd now, Sir, you have only to ask, it appears, it appear s, but 

it should be sent out in the morning, Sir . 

In any evenc . on opening day l said the Speech from the 

Throne was the 
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MR. ROBERTS : 

emptiest document I had ever seen in my ten or eleven years, whatever 

it now is, in the House of Assembly. And upon reflection I think 

that is an accurate and really a somewhat kind description of that 

document. I spoke with my friend and colleague from Twillingate 

(Mr. Smallwood) who unfortunately is not here today. He will be 

here,he tel l s me,tomorrow. A touch of ill health,I gather. He 

tells me that in his twenty-odd years in the House he has never 

seen a document ~ith less substance in it. I spoke to my friend 

from Burin-Placentia West (Mr. Canning), as the seat is now named, 

who in his time in the House,which is exactly comtemporaneous with 

that of the gentleman from Twillingate (Hr. Smallwood), he had 

never seen an emptier document. There is just nothing in it. 

Tn thinking it over in the last few days trying to put 

together a few remarks for a talk today, Mr. Speaker, I can only 

come to one , there is only one word that upon reflection, I think, 

accurately describes the Throne Speech. I think it is a disgrace, 

a complete and an utter disgrace, the programme which the government 

present. Before anybody on the other side leaps up and says I am 

somehow bringing the office or the person of the Lieutenant-Governor 

of the Province into either partisan controversy or into dispute,or 

casting doubt upon his repute, let me hasten to say that we all know 

that the Throne Speech,of course, while it is the Speech from the 

Throne and while we can refer to it if we wish as the Gracious 

Speech, it is nothing more or less than the Premier's or the 

administration's- the Premier normally being the vehicle by which 

the administration conveys their advice - the administration's speech. 

It is written by the Cabinet,and His Honour 1I have no doubt,is 

consulted and so he should be. I am sure that if he has any wishes 

they are heeded. .Was it Bagehot said, "The duty of the Crown is 

to encourage and to warn and to advise." 

does. 
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MR. ROBERTS : 

So the speech which we had read to us last Wednesday, Sir, 

really,in my view and in the view of my colleagues,was just a complete 

and an utter disgrace. To think that we have been called together 

to open a session in this year of 1977 when there are the problems 

we face in this Province, the difficulties confronting our people, 

the issues that need to be dealt with by the Queen's ministers, to 

think that this is what we are granted and this is what we must 

ber,in with, Sir, I think it is a disgraceful show and I think it is 

one of which every member of the ministry should be heartily and 

thoroughly ashamed. 

Now, Sir, it would have been a great speech if it had been the 

first speech of this administration. If they had come into office 

just a few months ago following a general election, if they had 

gathered themselves around the Cabinet table and said, "Let us 

address ourselves now to governing this Province and let us go to 

the Legislature and let us outline our concerns, our analysis of 

the state of affairs of the Province and our priorities," then it 

would have been in many ways an acceptable speech. I say that because 

much of the "mrcHng in it, Mr: Speaker, I do not find objectionable. 

I ,.,auld not find it in the least bit objectionable. Many of the 

intentions stated in it I can only welcome because they should be 

welcomed,because they are laudable and sound, not all of them but 

many of them. The on]y difficulty, Nr. Speaker, is that, I think 

without exception, we have heard them all before,time and time again. 

1\nd what we are getting is not a new broth but stale porridge, old 

porridge, stale, stale and staler. 

If we just look at one or two of the headings, Sir. I have 

gone through the exercise of taking some of the topics in the 

speech, topics into which government activity is organized,and just 

put through one of two or them and looked back and some of them 

sounded familiar. So I got out my little file of previous Throne 

Speeches -Tory and dragged them out. There have been six previous 
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~IR . ROBERTS: 

:o;peeches . There were two tn 1972. Then there was the 1973 session , 

1974 session. There were two sessions in 1975, one before the 

~cneral election and one after when we were called together to remedy 

the hypocritical programme which the government had confronted and 

had taken to the people of the Province and on which they were 

presumably re-elected . We were called in then for the truth as opposed 

to the election budcet and \ole got the present Ninister of Finance • s 

budget which told the story as it really was,and then of course there 

is this particular speech, the one we are now debating, Sir, which 

was the seventh in line. 

There is a line - it is on page 2 as I recall it, Sir, of this 

year' s speech, 
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and I am ouotin~ .1 ust a portion of it but 

hon. P.Pntl~men l think will believe that J ~m quotiny. in 

context ancl quotinA fairly . tf they do not T invite 

them to p.et out their own file of throne sneeches and 

to read :tlonp.; with Roberts if they so wish. 

There is a line on page two that, ··~ty government 

have pr eonred n pro~ramme of resource development." And 

"~- 1 

that is the pith and substance of a part.iculnr oort1on . Well 

that sounded familtnr, Sir , so I went ~ack nnd,lo and behold, 

In the> ~!nrch 1, 1<!72 spet>Ch, thc f:unous one-elm: session before 

Mr . Snun<ll' r~· somi'Whllt mystPrious rPs1r.nation was nresented 

to l!'is Honour the Lieut enant-Governor -no more I'!)'Sterious, 

I mir.ht odd th.an the resir.nation of that Tory MP t he other 

tiny out in Western Canad 11 . :1 man from British Columbia ,and 

that is quite a story too I untierstnnd . 

But i.n nny eve>nt Ln the one-day session , the March l st. , 

which was t h r ell'ction prop.ramme1of course,Your Ronour , at that 

'ltllP.P Your llf'nour had not vent~tred forth i nto the public life 

In thP r•l e><'te>d llt>nsc. Your 11onour may not have read it ~o1.th 

close -'lt:t!'ntion so Your Honour will perhnps permit me to refresh 

hon . j>CntJPmt>n's mcmm:ies. "A determination to hrinr. forth 

I' lam: .'\nd I'Tt't:r:lmrne!l to t>nRure an :tct i.ve nnd well nlanne-d prop.ramme

of drvt'lorml'nt . " So in five years , Sir , nlmo:>t to the day, fifty-

" Inc> "lonths . we had come from"a deter mination to brin~t forth nlans 

nnd pror.rammes to ensure an :lctive and well nlanned pror.ramrne of 

clt'vPlol'm<'nt" to a commitment tha t'1my p,overnment have preoared 

n rrogrnmme of t'esource development :• Pretty suhstant tal stuff for 

ft ve vea:-s . 

l.rl us look at Fisheries . The present speed hns in it 

nmonP. ntht'r thtnr.s fout: ref<>rences to che Ptshet'ies . There is t he 

st~tc>mcnt th.at the 200 mile limit rt>presents the greatest 

op r>ortunitv for r,rowth and development, and i.t P.oes on and tells 

us 1l Is c!lscntinl that a comnrehenl'live api'TORch, one which builds on 

l.iO 
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'IR. RORF, RTS : the advantage of the inshore, mid-water and offshore 

fishery. Another CJUOtation, "My ~overnment have been working to 

.1.ttract nf'w Investment capital into the fishinr: industry." And 

then, "Mv government will be introducin~ a programme of assil'tance 

for new products along with a pro~ramme to encourage processors 

to undertake more advanced processing." That is this year's 

fisheries programme. That is essentially what the Minister of 

Fisheries brought to Cahinet and his colleagues fell all over 

themselves. T said, "Great, that is more substantial than 

anything elsf' that any other minister brought into the Cahinet 

lmt does it sound familiar~" Well let us trot hack, Sir, through 

some f'f the others because fisheries has been,and properly so, 

a constant concern of throne speeches. 

Bilek in 1 'l72. the ,.Jorious one-day session, we werf' told that 

''the Department of Fisheries would be grpatly expanded immediately 

so that it can provide grel'ter assistance and information to the 

f lshermPn of this Province!' It has been expanded but I a1'\ not so 

surf' what greater information it is proviilinp, any fishermen in this 

Prov1.nce. 

We were told there would he a bait assistance programme 

f'Stahlishecl,anrl the only bait that was established, Sir, was 

a little f'lE'ction hait. We were told there would he an inexpensive 

shRrerl cost involvinr: Ottawa, an inexpensive shared cost insurance 

rrop,ramme covering the loss of fishing gear. Hell now that has 

n fami1 iar ring,does it not, Sir? Back in March 1972- since 

then of course we have had the scandal of the fishinp: gear replacement 

programme where the government under the present Minister of Health 

as Minister of Fisheries introduced a rro~ramme of gear replacement and 

T suppose I cannot say too much about it because of course two individuals 

in fact are presently beforf' the courts chargeil with crimes or alleged 

crimes p;rowi.nf' out of that programme. But there is a grent rleal 

more to com<' out, because that is all the government have done. 

Oh the present Minister of Fisheries recently set up a committee, 

four years and ten months after the commitment was made we had a committee 

1 :l I 
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Hr. Roberts: 

set up to look into it and consider it. 

We are told that - this is a grabber, Mr. Speaker, this is 

a grabber~'will immediately embark on a programme to encourage the 

establishment of additional advanced reprocessing faci~ities for 

fish within the Province !' Now that was in 1972. In 1977 we have 

come forward. Now the words a.re"we .will be introducing a 

programme of assi stance for new products along with a pr ogramme to 

encourage processors to undertake more advanced processing!' That 

ts what we have done in five years, Sir, in five ttinisters of 

Flnheries. In 1972 we were going to immediately embark on a 

programme, and now we will te introducing a programme, some 

immediately. 

In 1973 another Speech from the Throne came along and once 

again it was time for the annual statement about fisheries. And what 

were we told there? Introduce legislation, this one is familiar. 

1-1~ have all heard about this one. If this where You Bet Your Life 

Sir, thi s,Your Monour,is where you would win the big prize , because 

this was the Throne Speech where we were solemnly told that legislation 

w~s going to be introduced to establish the $40 million fund for 

the construction of deep water fisb.ing boats, the great 
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~R. ROBERTS: trawler fleet, the twenty trawler fleet, the twenty of 

them. And indeed the present Minister of Health,who at that stage 

gloried in the position of Hinister of Fisheries, I think at one 

stage told the House in response to a question from one of my colleagues 

that tenders were about to be called for the construction of those 

ships. Well,of course,Sir not a keel has been laid,not a kael has 

touched the water and nothing -more has been heard of from that day 

to this. 

True, we did have the ~culpin class, those three magnificant boats 

built by the fine people up in the Marystown Shipyard. That cost an 

outrageous amount each. I do not know their names,but they are called 

th<.' Sculpin class at least by the men and by people ,and my friend from 

Burin-Placentia lo/est, I am sure is familiar with them. And I am told 

they are all fishing. They are apparently getting good catches of 

fish, but they are costing about seven times per pound what any other 

fishing boat is. 

Well anyway,that was another Throne Speech. Now,Sir, let us come 

back to february, 1975, the Throne Speech opening the session for the 

r,eneral election. And is anything there familiar'? Remember, we were 

told just last week the governments plans. Now some of them have a 

Jiamiliar ring,though. Listen to this,Sir, "Industrial grants will be 

made to assist with other improvments and innovations on inshore, 

middle distance and offshore fishing vessels." Well now it is a little 

different this year, Sir, There is a great new principal, because this 

year the words are " Inshore, midwater and offshore " We have changed 

middle distance to midwater. We have made a great change. 

February, l977,the Throne Speech last week,we were promised a programme 

for the revitalization of our longliner fleet. In March,l972,we were 

promised a new programme to give better assistance to inshore fishermen 

to obtain boats, gear and e<juipment. The same stuff keeps coming back. 

If it hnd been the first speech, Mr. Speaker, if the speech last week 

l,acl been the first statement of the government's policy,it would have 
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t·m. ROBERTS: been glorious. But it is not glorious, Sir. T~ i~ 

inr,lorious, a disgrace to have the saroe ideas,shopworn, tattered and 

unimplemented,trotted out five years later. Just look at tourism , the 

department that is presided over by one of the giants of the present 

ministery, the Hinister of Tourism. 

I am not being sarcastic, maybe he thinks I am. The hon.·~entleman from 

St. John's East Extern , Sir, in the present ministery is in fact a giant. 

Because in the Kingdom of the Blind the one-eyed man is king. In February .. 

l977,we were told that "~1y r.overnment~' again the Queen's representative 

speaking, of course," has developed a comprehensive tourist development 

strategy." In 19 72, Sir, we Here not told that. We v1ere told that the 

government were going to expand their tourist promotion programme 

throughout Canada and the U.S. to draw tourists into the province. 

'.1.11at was the r.eorge NcLean benefit programme. And in 1972 , no in 

April ,1<172 we were told that"the government v1Duld embark upon a master 

tourism .:md outdoor recreation plan for the province." 

So apparently in five years, Sir, they have planned and planned, 

and today we have a comprehensive tourist development strategy. We 

have not sc~>n lt, it has not been implemented , it has not been outlined, 

;md 1 wager there will be precious little in the estimates when the 

~linistcr o[ Finance )!,ets tl!rough with the Tourism Department for the 

nc1v programme in the Department of Tourism. Unless it is to send 

the Hinister of Tourism on the Horma and Gladys on another 'round the 

world trip. The Minister of Finance might agree to that. Indeed ,Sir, 

[ understand the lfinister of Finance might be willing to subscribe out 

of \lis own rocket an modicum towards that particular project. Aud I, 

Sir, would match him , dollar for dollar. Provided it was a one-way 

t rl r. The Hinister of Finance loves a sea trip, that is how he goes 

over to nell Tslaad, across the Tickle. 

t1r. Speaker, in Fel>ruary, 1975, that Throne Speech we were promised 

a new"w1ldlif" rrogramme of management, conservation and enforcement"

This is great- a new wildlife prop,ramme of management. conservation 

;md enforcement aimed at the protection of this natural resource and of 
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:11-t . IWBHRTS : thP environment .'' If somebody had only said that to 

llco,;c poor animals and birds up behind Lal'oilc Say, was it or Cinq Ccr f 

l:ay . "r:rc:ttcr .love hath no man than this t o lay down his life fo r his 

;n.,- tr·," we :tr<' tole!. And all those poor nnimals , Sir, t he moose that 

wer e slnughtcrcd and the little birds -five hundred . was it, or t\~0 

hundr ed ! -rArriNtin on aircraft, l anded atPaddv's l'ond. Nothin~; but 

the best , Sir, for t hos;e poor little bird.s that lay down thei r l ives 

for their country, or for the benefi t of t heir country's rulers . Well 

that was the nev Wildlife Programme of Hanagement,Conset"Vation and 

En forcemcnt . Particularly t he enforcement, Sir, partieular~y the 

enforcement . Ancl if ever we can get into the estimates of the Department 

of Tour ism, Sir, l say now to the minister that we shall be expecting 

some detailed nnswers . If we f~et into the Minis~ers of Transportation 

cstlln:c tcs , t .:u11 going to ask h;l.m how much it cost thr: ~overnr.u~nt for the 

ni r c ra ft that was stationed at Stephenvi lle all durins: t hat day, in case 

"ot thnt the hlrds wanted to fly back to St . John's because until the 

(loor thinAS we r e shot • Sir, they got he re on their own , >ut in case 

~onn." or t he hun cers, i r indeed the ·.,ay they went at i t was hun tin~ tn 

cns c some of the gentlemen involved w1111 ted to come b ack by thnt particular 

method of t rnnsrortation . 

!low much it mi~ht have cost fo r t he helicopters? Not the ones owned 

hy pri vate inclividuAls,bec.ause,of course ,we are not concerned by that , 

nttllough 

13S 
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Mr. Roberts. 

It is interesting, you know, that one would accept that sort of 

lift, but the ones under con~ract to the government. In any 

event, where was I? Oh, yes! 

Forestry and Agriculture - I do not see the minister here 

again, but we have one of the previous ministers, the gentleman 

from Gander, (Mr. Collins), because he has been minister of almost 

everything. 

MR. l)OQDY: A very capable man. 

MR. ROBERTS: A very capable man, Sir,I agree, and one of these days 

he will show us that capability. 

February,l977,we are told, "Greater emphasis to forst 

improvement, and programs for thinning and reforestation. In the 

past year a large sum has been spent and in the coming year this figure 

will double. This program is higly labour intensive." Very laudable, 

very laudable, Sir. And if it can be implemented I would be the very 

first to welcome it. 

But, Sir, let us just look at the government's record 

ln this same field because this laudable new programme must be 

measured. This is not a new administration, Sir. This is a group 

of men who have served Her Majesty, as Her Majesty's ministers,for 

five of the twenty-five years during which she has graced the Throne, 

and they have had ample opportunity to transcribe, to translate 

some of their intentions into action. Back in 1972 we were promised 

a Newfoundland Conservation Corps. There would be 500 partridge alive 

today, Mr. Speaker, if that Newfoundland Conservation Corp had been in 

existence, and about fifteen moose,I am told. The Newfoundland 

Conservation Corrs.Sir, has, you know, died aborning. We were also 

promised"asane and sensible forest management policy in order to promote 

and to devlop the orderly expansion of forest related industry. Negotiations,'' 

we were told;'must commence between government and industry in order to ensure 

that our full forest potential be realized!' That is five years ago. 
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Mr. Roberts. 

Todav, Sir -and again this is a subject which must be 

debated in this House, in this session - the forest indus~rv of thiA 

Province is on the verge of what is the most serious crisis ever 

to confront it, the crisis which, I am told, in many ways goes to the 

very roots of its existence, The spruce budworm is the imminent 

problem. It is the immediate problem. It is the one which must 

first be dealt with. But there is the further problem, Sir, and 

I believe the Throne Speech adverts to this, that we are running out 

of so-called economic wood, wood which is accessible to the mills and 

to be harvested at a price that will enable paper to be produced at 

a price that can be sold competitive on the world markets, with the 

world competition. 

So after five years, Sir, we are deeper into the crisis, 

and all we are told is that the government are going"to increase 

their forest thinning and reforestation programmes." The great hopes 

of five years ago have been shattered anu disc.arded along with the 

ministers of the day. We are also told, in that same speech, Sir,

Your Honour might well wish to take that speech home and read it 

through. If ever Your Honour wanted to see a catalogue of broken 

promises and unkept commitments, there it is. "Introduce legislation:' 

we were told,"to bring into active and productive use the large 

quantities of arable land lying vacant because of absentee ownership!' 

And, of course, there has not been a comma put on the Statute Books 

to achieve that end. 

We were told, for example - this was in 1973 in the 

Throne Speech, Your Honour - that there was going to be a marked increase 

in expenditures for forest access roads in the coming year. And there 

they get full marks, Sir. Of course, it was thanks to DREE that that 

was done, because the government's expenditures, if anything, went down. 

1 3 '7 
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Mr . Roberts. 

January,l974, the Throne Speech that began that year's 
h 

session, Sir, we were told,Thc government intends to research-

oh, this is a good one , the gentleman from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) 

can tell us about this - intends to research possible markets for 

all species of timber, particularly the extensive stands of birch 

in order to intensify further its policy of fullest utilization 

of forest resources!' You know, Mr. Speaker, another unkept promise, 

another broken commitment . Oh , we had the holiday crowd off in 

Scandinavia . with the big parties and enjoying themselves and in the 

good hotels, and with the best of meal and mead or whatever they 

are serving these days in Scandinavia , but we have not seen any 

results. All we have seen is a few more dollars for 

Air Canada and the hotel keepers in Sr.Andtn:wta. And I have no doubt 

some of the better establishments, Sir, in that particular part of the 

world who were given the opportunity to play host . 

You know, I saw in the paper the other day - I do not 

know whether the hon. gentleman noticed it - the manager of 

Air Canada, ~lr. Eugene Burden, was quoted as saying that one of the 

reasons why Air Canada was down somewhat tlus year below the proj ection 

was that the government were cutting back , 
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MR. ROBERTS: 

and he went on to say that one of the biggest single users of 

Air Canada services in this Province is the government. And he was 

not just referring to the ministry, although they are notable users, 

consumers of services, most of them paid for. Sometimes EPA are 

allowed to give the odd free airplane ride up to M.ontreal, a free 

lift on the jet, nice work. CFLCo -we will be getting on to this 

a littl'e later - of course contribute generously by allowing the 

aircraft -

MR. N. WINDSOR: Bunkum! 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh yes, the bon. gentleman for Mount Pearl (Mr. 

N. Windsor), his constituents may be hit by the odd tax increase 

here and there but they will be pleased to know that that is 

financing weekend shopping expeditions in Montreal on the CFLCo 

jet which of course is not directly owned by the government but, 

you know, we have a two-thirds interest in that company for which we 

are paying very dearly,and so any expense,it is reasonable to say,that 

we are paying two-thirds of the cost. In due course we will asking 

some questions which I do not think will be answered - I wish they 

would be - as to the number of trips made by members of the government, 

families of members of the government,or civil servants on the CFLCo 

jet. 

From time to time it is legitimate. And the Premier has used 

it on occasion to go to a meeting and that is perfectly proper. Other 

ministers have as well, perfectly proper, no problem at all. But 

there are other usages,! venture to suggest, Nr. Speaker, which are 

not quite as attractive. We heard a lot recently about Mr. Otto 

Lang, the Minister of Transport at Ottawa and his Nannygate affair. 

Well, Sir, we would have Nannygates and Nannygates and Billygates and 

other things, Sir, if ever the log of CFL -whatever that jet - the 

CFLCo jet was made public. 

But anyway, Mr. Speaker, getting back. I am taken away by the 

gentleman from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie). I apologize to him. I had not 

meant to. Because, of course, nothing has been done on this particular 
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researching possible markets for all species of timber, other than 

whatever, if anything, he and his colleagues did during their 

holiday jaunt. Itwas before Christmas was it not? The Fall, Ian? 

When was it the Fall? 

MR. STRACHAN: The Fall. 

The Fall. Before the weather got too had in 

Scandinavia, and that they went over and came back. 

Mr. Speaker, the tale is a sad one. I could go on arrd go 

on. Oh let me just - the Minister of Education is here. He is a 

gentleman with the best of intentions. Let me give him some 

words from a previous Throne Speech which I would commend to him. 

To the present Throne Speech we are told, indeed the minister,I am 

sure,either helped to draft the section or draft it or approved 

it, but I have no doubt was involved and consulted~'that the government 

are committed to amalgamating the major functions of the College of 

Trades and Technology and the Fisheries College, and to increase the 

range and scope of programmes offered. The Newfoundland Polytechnical 

Institute Act~which will be introduced in this session 1will facilitate 

this amalgamation, and will enable the establishment of a new post-secondary 

seat of education;• expanded and so is the Trades College. 1\nd I 

welcome that, 1 think that is terrific stuff. But it sounded familiar 

and I went back and the same commitment, Sir, is in the 1975 Throne 

Speech, and that sounded familiar and I went back a little further, 

out of my file of Tory speeches into the file of Liberal Throne 

Speeches, and I find that in March 1 1971, that must have· been the 

latter years of the administration which the present gentleman front 

Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) led, the Liberals proposed exactly that 

idea. Now of course we were out of office very shortly thereafter, 

within a number of months. We did not have much opportunity to 

implement it. If we had .been there I venture to say that it would have 

been implemented. 

Mr. Speaker, I could go through every sentence almost of 

every Speech from the Throne which the present administration have 

1 t 0 
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sponsored, but I think I have made the point. My colleagues may be 

tempted once in a while, indeed I hope they will,to refer frpm time 

to time to some of the promises in their own individual areas of 

interest and concern. The fact remains, Sir, that this present 

speech has nothing of significance in it that is new, and we are 

given the same stale old words, the same stale old promises that 

we have heard in some cases for three and four and five times. 

The gentleman from the Bay of Islands ventures to rise, please, go 

ahead. 

MR. WOODROW: ------- Thank you for allowing me a question, Mr. Speaker, 

and the Opposition Leader also. It seems now quite obvious to me 

that everything ~ the Speech from the Throne has been condemned. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is not the question. 

MR. WOODROW: Now what I would like to ask the Leader of the 

Opposition very seriously>because we are not here to waste people's 

money, we are here as members of this House of Assembly, I would 

like to ask him,first of all, number one, rather what he have put 

in the Speech from the Throne? And number two, before he finishes 

speaking, he will probably be speaking maybe three or four days, I 

do not know, if he would outline what he would have said in the 

Speech from the Throne? And after that is said we will hear then 

the comment from the news media. I challenge the Leader today to -

he is probably well intentioned, if he is -tell us what he would 

put in it, and let this be outlined,maybe in three or four days 

before he finishes speaking. Thank you. 

141 
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MR. ROBERTS: Well, Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. gentleman for 

his question, if there was one there. And I am grateful as well for 

his suggestion that I shall speak for three or four days. I 

hate to disappoint him, but I do not plan to at this point. But 

I may be tempted. The hon. gentleman may lead me astray. Instead 

of leading me on the straight and narrow, he may tempt me off the 

straight and narrow into digressions which would be fascinating, 

but would not be my intention. 

Mr. Speaker, if he wants to hear what I or my colleagues 

would purpose I can merely invite him to listen to the next Throne 

Speech prepared by a Liberal Administration which will be here 

after the next election. 

SOME HON . ~\EMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: And, Mr. Speaker, I can say further in response to 

the hon. gentleman's challenge, I will say two things in an insubstantial 

way~! shall first of all say that when one is after elephants one does 

not bother with rabbits. So I do not purpose to pay much attention to 

the hon. gentleman's interventions at this time. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I would his former leader, a man whom 

he followed through thin and thinner.J1r. John Crosbie, the present 

member for St. John's West in the House of Commons, who I believe said 

the other day when somebody ask him, "Well what would you do if you 

are so smart if you were the Government of Canada?" He said, "Well, 

I have not got 8,000 civil servants to advise me, I am not going to 

tell you." 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR . ROBERTS: And I think, Sir, that for once Mr. John Crosbie1formerly 

member for St. John's West in this House 1was dead on. He was really 

dead on for once. So I say to the hon. gentleman that if that is 

the best he is able to come up with in his campagin either to get tnto 

the Cabinet or to try and worm in, if that is the word, or to curry 

flavour with his colleagues in the caucus he will have to do better 

than that. He will never get, he will never rise, Sir, to the eminence 



February 7, 1977 Tape 49 PK - 2 

Mr. Roberts: 

of the Minister of Tourism or the Minister of Provincial Affairs 

and the Environment or any of these great men -

AN HON. MEMBER: The Minister of Social Services. 

MR. ROBERTS: the Minister of Social Services, he will never, 

Sir, rise to the eminence now occupied by the gentleman from 

Trinity North (Mr. Brett), he will probably never even rise to the eminence 

occupied by my friend and colleague from Harbour Grace (Mr. Young), 

who is Deputy Speaker as we know of the House. The hon. gentleman 

from Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow), Sir, will have to try harder, 

he will have to try harder. He should remember the old Davis slogan, 

"He is number two, and he should try harder." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, before I was led astray, and really I 

say to the hon. member from Bay of Island that in view of his former 

calling, he should be the last to lead any of us as tray. That 

indeed, Sir, his role as shepherd is to guide the flocks safely 

and not to lead them , Sir, not to lead them astray, and off the 

straight and narrow. I do not know whether the hon. gentleman, Sir, 

is the ninety and nine,to carry on the analogy,or the one, but, Sir, 

we will find out in due courss. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I had had a brief look at some of the 

old Throne Speeches, referred to some of the highlights of some of 

them to support my point 1which I think is incontestable, that this 

administration, Sir, have nothing new. We were not given a programme 

for action in the Throne Speech last week, we were given a mess of 

warmed over pottage and not very nourishing pottage at that, and 

that the whole proceeding was a disgrace. 

Now, Sir, that leads me to another point, and I say 

for the benefit of the gentleman from the Bay of Island there is 

a progression from point to point, and they lead from there to 

there, and one point leads to another point, and they are numbered 

here in my notes. There is first, one, then next there is two, 

because two generally follows one, and then there is three. So 

I say that for the benefit of the gentleman from the Bay of Islands 
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because 1 have finished what 1 wish to say for the time being on 

one point. 

I now come to another point , and he hopefully will govern 

himself accordingly. Mr. Speaker, the Opposition traditionally 

move a motion of nonconfidence in the government, the Throne 

Speech. The Premier will not be shocked, nor will his friend, 

colleague , the soul mace, adviser and House Le~er,the hon. 

gentleman from Grand Bank (Mr. Hickman),will not be shocked to 

know thttt I proposed to move an amendment which would have the 

effect of hein~ a motion of nonconfidence. I do not expect the 

government to resign on the strength of it. I expect several of 

their stalwarts will l eap up to defend the ministry of which 

they are a part , and so they should be, and so they should defend 

it. But l purpose, Sir, to offer an amendment to the Throne 

Speech, and I will move it in a moment. Perhaps the page might 

be kind enough, Sir, to take a copy or two up to Your Honour, as 

Your Honour 
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MR. ROBERTS : ------- May be apprised of what I propose to move~ 

seconded by my friend and colleague the gentleman from Conception 

Bay South, who is our House Leader. 

Before I move it,though,let me say, Sir, 

that this motion is perhaps a little stronger than the normal 

opposition motion. Not necessarily stronger in the sense that we 

expect it to carry the day because, of course, the measure of 

eonfidence of a government in the modern world in a very real 

sense is not taken in the House of Assembly. This is the forum 

in which ideas are advanced and debated but the real measure of 

confidence comes from the country as a whole. The words are 

somewhat stronger, Your Honour. I hope they are not offensive 

and not out of order~because they are stronger, Sir, because I 

think the case demands stronger words. So accordingly, Mr. 

Speaker, I propose the following amendment to the Speech and the 

motion before the House, Your Honour, as I recall it, something 

along the lines; that the following Speech be presented to His 

Honour, namely: "We thank you for your gracious Speech from the 

Throne and we humbly tell you that we are delighted you came 

along," or whatever the precise words are. 

I think the gentleman from Exploits was 

named Chairman of the Committee and in due course he will be 

asked down,or it will be arranged that he and his colleagues go to 

Government House and they will be asked in and present the Address 

to His Honour and will doubtless be asked to partake of a glass of 

sherry and a little conversation and that will conclude the 

proceedings. 

Well, Sir, I do not wish to interrupt 

the gentleman from Exploit's prospects of a glass of sherry at 

Government House, but I do want to move an amendment so let me read 

it, Sir: The amendment would delete all the words in the motion 

after the word 'that' and replace them with the following: "This 

House condemns the failure of the Ministry to prepare and to 

present to the House measures adequate to deal with the problems 

confronting Newfoundland and Labrador today, and demands that the 

145 



February 7, 1077, Tape 50, Page 2 -- apb 

MR. ROBERTS: Ministry forthwith take all measures -------
possible within their constitutional authority to alleviate these 

problems." 

Now, Your Honour, I move that,seconded, 

as I say, by my friend from Conception Bay South. I understand 

that the procedure now is that Your Honour will rule whether this 

is in order or not. If it is in order we proceed to debate the 

amendment, if it is not I will have to try again. Does Your 

Honour wish to make a ruling or am I to assume it is in order? 

MR. SPEAKER (Collins): An amendment has been moved to the 

motion for an Address in Reply, not to the Throne Speech but to 

the Address in Reply. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is right, yes. 

The motion is as follows: "To delete all 

the words after 'that' and replace them with the following, 'this 

House condemns the failure of the ministry to prepare and present 

to the House measures adequate to deal with the ptoblems cronfronting 

Newfoundland and Labrador today and demands that the ministry 

forthwith take all measures possible within their constitutional 

authority to alleviate these problems."' Moved by the bon. the 

Leader of the Opposition and seconded by the hon. the member for 

Conception Bay South. 

The hon. the member for Conception Bay 

South, Sir, of course will not speak because that might possibly 

be to forfeit his - if he were wearing a hat he would indicate it, 

I understand, by a tip of his hat. 

MR. NOLAN : I am lucky to have hair. 

'MR. NEARY: The hon. member has spoken. 

'MR. ROBERTS: No, he did not. He did not. 

MR. NEARY: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. I would 

like for Your Honour to give a ruling. The motion made by the 

bon. the Leader of the Opposition was seconded by the bon. the 

member for Conception Bay South. My understanding is that you 

are not allowed to utter a single word when you are seconding a 

motion and the hon. the member for Conception Bay South spoke, Sir, 

1.41) 
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MR. NEARY: and I presume now that he has spoken in 

the debate. I would like for Your Honour to let us have a ruling 

on this. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order. I 

do wish often that we had a rule that not a word could be said. 

I usually wish that when the gentleman from LaPoile is speaking. 

I might say, Mr. Speaker, that the point of order is specious, 

fallacious, weak, non-existent, ill-founded, unfounded, mis-

founded, misplaced, displaced, unplaced and replaced. The fact 

remains Sir, that my friend from Conception Bay South did not 

speak. He did not address himself to the Chair, he has not got 

the floor, he has no right to speak. What ever rights he has, 

I suggest,Your Honour, have been preserved unimpaired. 

Unfortunately, as he would say, his hair has not been and there-

in, Sir, lies the nub of the problem. 

MR. NEARY: Further to that point of order, Mr. 

Speaker, and the comments of the Leader of the Opposition, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! I would ask the hon. the 

member for LaPoile to be brief in his remarks because I am 

prepared to make a ruling on the point of order. 

MR. NEARY: ----- Yes, Sir. I want to draw to Your Honour's 

attention that there is a precedent already, Your Honour, in this 

hon. Housr involving none other than the Speaker, Sir, the Speaker 

of the House, who just uttered one word at one time. I happened to 

be a member of the House, Sir, the day it happened. The hon. the 

Premier at the time, the former Premier rather, 'Mr.Smallwood', 
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raised the point of order, Sir, and Your Honour ruled that 

the member had already spoken in the debate. So I would like 

Your Honour to refer to Hansard of that day, and perhaps Your Honour 

may need a few minutes to consult with the Speaker, because the 

Speaker happened to be the one involved,who was Leader of the 

Opposition at that time, and was not permitted, Sir, to speak 

any further in that particular debate. 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr . Collins): A point of order has been raised 

that the hon. member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) has 

already spoken in the debate on the amendments. I would refer 

hon. members to Standing Order No. 47, under Rules of Debate. 

And the Standing Order reads as follows: "Every member desiring 

to speak is to rise in his place, uncovered, and address himself 

to Hr. Speaker." The point has been raised that a precedent exists 

in this House which covers this point, but it is well-known that 

any written Standing Orders are the first authority that we go to. 

If Standing Orders do not cover the point we will then go to 

precedents . If the precedents do not cover the point, we many then 

consult other authorities. In this particular instance the 

Standing Order is clear, that a member desiring to speak rises 

in his place, uncovered, and addresses himself to Mr. Speaker. I am 

not aware that any hon . member, other than the hon. Leader of the 

Opposition, did so rise and address himself to the Speaker. 

SOME liON, ~lliMBERS: Hear , hear~ 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr . Collins) : The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

HR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The hon. gentleman from Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) 

is uncovered,he tells me, but had not risen. 

We arc now debating the amendment - am I correct, 

Mr . Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr. Collins): Yes. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker, as I had said before the amendment was 

moved and the point of order was raised, the amendment is probably 

a little harsher, a little stronger in terms. I do not think it is 

offensive. But it is certainly a little stronger in its terms 

than the amendments which certainly we on this side have moved in 

the five or six years that we have been here, sitting to your right, 

Sir. I have not checked back to the days, those halcyon days 

when we sat to Your Honour's left and hon. gentlemen opposite,or 

some of them, at least, sat over here. But it is much stronger 

in its terms than the normal amendment. Now I do not expect, 

Mr. Speaker, that hon. gentlemen opposite will have a great difficulty 

in bringing themselves to vote against this amendment no matter how 

strong the terms simply because the very nature of party politics 

requires that this motion, in a sense, is doomed to defeat. We do 

not move it for that reason, Sir. I move it in behalf of my colleagues, 

because in our considered opinion, Sir, the conduct of this administration, 

the failure of this administration,has been so great that we must ask 

the House to condemn it, not to regret, which is the normal word, but to 

condemn the failure of the ministry. Their dereliction of duty, Sir, 

is so great, their failure to respond to the needs of this Province 

is so far-reaching and all prevading that we think that they should be 

condemned by this House, Sir, just as they are being condemned by the 

people of the Province. 

The Premier on opening day, in his remarks on the 

debate then before the Chair, the debate on the motion that a committee 

be appointed, spoke of negativism, and he has made those remarks several 

times since. I have no doubt they reflect his considered opinion, his 

considered view of the world. And he told us about negativism, and 

he warned us against the perils of negativism and particularly indicated, 

I think, as a sensitive and sensible, but not unbiased observer, that he 

was very sensitive to this charge of negativism. Indeed I got the impression 

that it has been very much on his mind. And I would say to him, Sir, that 
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he should not be so concerned . First of all tbe press, when they 

are being accused of negativism, are only saying what everybody 

else in the Province are saying anyway,so they are not being 

particularl y negative . Secondly, Sir, this is an instance of what 

l call the 'Bunker' mentality, that here we are in the 'Bunker', 

just a few of us faithful ones left, and the whole world has turned 

against us, and 1 you know, we know we are right, and , you know, the 

rest of them can go to blazes for being negative. Well that is no 

approach to the public.affairs of this Province. The government, 

Sir, 
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NJZ. ROBERTS: should state their programmes state their 

prioritiesstate their solutions. We are not the government and we 

are not going to govern until we are the government. But I sav to the 

gentlemen from Bay of Islaads that let his colleagues govern, let 

them not continue-He is not in the government. Heavens knows he has 

tried,and heavens knmvs he will try,and maybe through heavens help 

he will get there. He tvill not get there any other way. But let him 

say to his colleagues,'' What are you guys going to do? You are the 

government. You are her majesty's ministers, you have the seals of 

office. You have the responsibility." 

And this government,Sjr, have failed. And I could take-! am 

allmved unlimited time according to the rules. I could take near 

on limitless time just to list the areas of failure. I do not propose 

to do that. I do not think the House deserves to be treated to that 

kind of lengthy harangue by me or anybody else. But I will take 

tvhat time I need to demonstrate some of the areas where I think this 

government h~ve failerl. ~nrl to indicate some of the areas where I 

think they can still respond positively, not with a jerry-built five 

hundred job programme that the Premier under questioning today was 

forced to admit -though these are not his words~his was the underlying 

thought .we all heard it ·r was forced to admit it was ill-conceived and 

had not been thought out. It is not a job creation programme. It is 

possibly a supplement to LIP in many cases. We are not going to ask 

responses from the people of the province. We are going to go around 

in the Forestry :Oepartment and in the Fishery !5epartment and the Tourism 

Department and Social Services and are going to create a fe.w iohs. ~rP <>nino 

to create a few jobs. 

I would like to get the Minister of Social Services at some point,if 

ever we are allowed to debate his estimates, I think he would like to 

be able to speak to this to and put forth his side of it, tell us some 

I have run across some. I have 

run across some. And I would like to hear him. lle gave a figure the 

other day, Mr. Speaker, what was it, a couple of thousand. I am 

speaking from memory and I do not attempt to hold the hon. gentleman 

to it. But we had made significant progress, I think were his words. 

1 ~ 1 
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MR. ROBERTS: And if I misquote him perhaps he would do me the kindness 

to set me straight. We have made significant progress in creating new 

johs and getting,you know,the long -term unemployed. And I heard him 

on the radio, in his very mm voice. in a cut, a radio squib tl1c:y call 

it , I think, squib on the radio news saying that it is well known 

we have two and three generations of welfare situations. And that is 

not a quotation, but it accurately, I think,reproduces the hon. gentleman~s 

thought. And I would like him to tell us just what they are doing 

about that. I know the total numbers on social assistance 1and here 

I speak mainly of what used to be called short tern and still is short 

term, as opposed to the people who are permanently going to be wards 

of the state in recognition of our responsibility as a people to look 

after them, people ~Tho cannot~throu!!,h no fault of their own,support 

themselves. 

These are the people , short term assistance, I do not know what 

name is used in the department now. Still the same name is used? Even 

though at one stage the government announced a great restructuring that 

was going to end that distinction. But the distinction is there because 

it is a valid one. It is a necessary one. The people who are - my 

friend from LaPoile calls them unemployed employables, I think is the 

term. Or is it employable unemployed, the short term people on welfare. 

~IlL NEARY: Unemployed employables. 

11R. ROJJERTS: Unemployed employables. I thank the hon. gentleman. People 

who wont to work, youlcnow,want to work; want to work, but have no ·, 
work or some of them possibly cannot take advantage of work opportunities 

which may exist. Ilut I would like to hear what the governlliBnt are doing. 

'[he five hunrlrerl job programme is no answer. It is a Band-Aid when we 

need a bandage, a major banda!';e at that.It is petty, picayune, there is 

nothing to it. It is not even thought out. It was obviously a last 

minute inspiration. I can see ~hem now,Sir, down here on the floor below 

this one, around that big circular table where the Cabinet sit. And they 

have been there a week deciding their priorities, - frantically trying 

to find a way out of their difficulties, frantically trying to 
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~ERTS: f~nd a way out . And somebody said~well , boy, we have p,ot 

to have something in the Throne Speech . " Ancl another of them said, "Well, 

gosh fellows, 1~e are all here. We have been here a week , what can we 

put in the Throne Speech? C:ive us something , a s opposed to the empty 

words that 1ve have got now." Somebody stuck up his hand and said, 11 I 

have got an idea'' and they all turned to h im and said " Hosanna and 

l!urrah' you could hear the shouts ,Sir, dow-n on the Lower "Battery . 

And they said, "What is your idea?" And -:he b rave m.:m said, 11 We will 

have a job creation programme . We will take $2 million and we will 

create jobs . " And rbey said, "Terrific , put it in the Throne Soeech . 

l t • .. :ill give the boys sometllin& to '-'rite about. l t '-'ill give us something 

to talk about . It means we can get up and say •oh any crit icism of this 

speech is nep;at.ivism'~ l)ec:ause we propose to create five hundred j obs'." 

1\nd my f r i.end from Windsor-Buchans tells me $400 a month, barely 

the minimum wa&e . Even the Canada Works manages to get up to $115 

a week, is it? 
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$470, or $480, or $490 a month, depending on how many weeks there 

are in a month. And I asked a question or two to the Premier today, 

and a number of my colleagues asked a question or two of the Premier, 

other ministers, and got some answers, half answers, full answers, 

partial answers. But it more and more looks to me as if this great 

500 job programme, which has not been heralded by the usual flackery.

normally in the past wherever this government had stumbled across 

an idea 1 we would have a massive press conference, a great kit. 

Remember the one on restructuring? You would think it was, at least, 

Sir, without being the least bit sacrilegious, a second coming. 

And I mean the cameras were called in from across the Province, 

Television networks were put on instant alert. The radio stations 

were told to broadcast full and complete. The papers were assured 

of extra supplies. Tree after tree was sacrificed to make the paper 

so that this news could be carried to every last part of this Province, 

Sir. Down in Nain and if the odd fellow had gone up to Cape Chidley,and 

did a little bit of fishing at the time, they were breathless with 

anticipation, all with the great restructuring which simply added 

several hundred thousand dollars to the Province's current operating 

expenses, another minister or two to fill an already swollen Cabinet. 

That is all it achieved. Now this 500 jobs,Sir, surfaces in the 

Throne Speech and then it promptly disappears. And today when we asked 

a question or two, we get some information, and it turns out that more and 

more this programme looks like it is a combination, a mishmash. A 

mishmash is wl1at the kids at home call cabbage and potato and turnip and 

carrot, all cooked the second time and mishmashed up together and put ln and 

heated in a frying pan on the stove. 

MR . O'BRIEN: Hodgepodge. 

MR. ROBERTS: My friend from Ferryland (Mr. O'Brien) tells me 

it is a hodgepodge. Other bon. gentlemen may have different names for it. 

I have some other. 

MR. DOODY: Bubble and squeak. 
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(Mr. Doody). 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Bubble and squeak says the gentleman from Harbour Main 

That is what we call hash where we come from. 

Well all I can say to the gentleman from Harbour Main 

is that he has made a hash of it. 

Mr. Speaker, the fact remains, Sir, that this programme

whether it is a mishmash or a hodgepodge or bubble and squeak or a hash 

or goulash or goulish or anything else - is not even the beginning of 

a thought-out and coherent attack upon the unemployment problems of this 

Province. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: It is an expedient put forward by a group of politically 

de~perate men, who have no ideas, who have no idea how to solve the 

problems facing the Province, or even to begin to solve them, after 

five years in office, hundreds of thousands of dollars lashed out on 

royal commissions and task forces and trips. They even took the 

gentleman for Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow) overseas, causing a diplomatic 

incident, and then they brought him home, and that was the final insult. 

You know~all this effort to produce so little, a promise of 500 jobs, 

$2 million, one-tenth of LIP. 

MR. NOLAN: They took the hon. member for Harbour Grace (Mr. Young), 

too. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, they took the member for Harbour Grace (Mr. Young). 

Nobody else would take him. 

MR. NEARY: He could not quite make it to his destination. 

MR. ROBERTS: I did not know that. 

The fact remains, Mr. Speaker, that it more and more looks 

as if this programme, the gem of the Throne Speech, the big gripper, the grabber 

in the Throne Speech is going to be a programme to take people now on short-term 

assistance, and in effect tell them, "Get to work, and we will create a job 

for you,so-called. We are not going to ask you the way LIP does or Canada 

Works to come together and work out an idea, and send it in to us, and we will 

evaluate it, and put it through the constituency advisory groups, and get 

a reading on whether we should do it or not." It is going to be the 
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Fisheries Uepart:ment going around to LIP projects and saying, 

"We will put a few bucks in, boys ." Small craft harbours are 

already doing it. We are not going to get anything for all the 

projects that the Minister of Fisheries has had to write to me 

and ot-her ~1.H .A. 's to say,"We cannot do it. We have not got any money . " 

Project after project, suggestion after suggestion . 

Tourism . We are going to get a few jobs down at the 

Wildlife Park, are we? That is the Salmonier Wildlife Park, not the 

other ones - to probably to try to clean up some of the scandals that 

have come there, and the maladministration , the overexpenditures by the -

the incredible story if it ever comes out . The Auditor General's Committee, 

the Public Accounts Committee should have a look at that . 

AN liON. MEI-tBER : Inaudible. 

M~. ROBERTS: If they could ever - we will talk about wildlife 

and some of the Premier's wildlife. 

Mr. Speaker, the story• of the memoranda that have 

gone back and forth, the confusion between the Public Works Department 

and the Tourism Department that has cost this Province several hundred 

thousand dollars,! will venture to say, on the wildlife park in Salmonier; 

the story of contracts not finished , of contractors 
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being changed midway through it, all attem~ted to be brushed 

under the carpet. But I say to my friend from Lewisporte (Mr. 

White) and my friend from Carbonear (Mr. R. Moores) who are on the 

Public Accounts Committee that they could possibly have a look at 

that. Maybe this year's Auditor General's report will make some 

reference to it, I do not know. 

Mr. Speaker, this government, Sir, have not developed any 

plans, have not come up with any ideas. All we are getting is the 

same tired, stale old phrases. 

Now let me talk, Mr. Speaker, about one of two specific 

areas of policy that I think are of importance to this Province today, 

and where I think the government got to take some meaningful initiatives. 

Let me talk first about Labrador. I think, Sir, the affairs of 

Labrador should be given a ~riority. And I say to my friend from 

Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) who is I think genuinely and deeply concerned 

about the needs of the people of Labrador, and about the fact of the 

government of which he is a part, an integral and an intimate and 

a full-fledged partner that government is not only ignoring 

Labrador it is treating it in the very worst of colonial ways. I 

say to him that he should listen, and listen carefully, because I have 

a lot of sympathy for the position in which the gentleman from 

Naskaupi finds himself. He came into politics,as he told us.as a 

P.C. because they were the government, because they could do something. 

And he put his name on the ballot, and stood behind his name with his 

honour, as a man, as a man who calls himself with pride, and reasonably 

so,a Labradorian, and rightly so. And he has been led down the garden 

path, Sir, and into gardens that he did not even dream of time and 

time again. I think I can understand the position in which he finds 

himself. I can only say to him, Sir, it will become more difficult 

because the government of which he is an intimate part, an integral 

part, a full-fledged partner, the government which he has to defend 

in Goose Bay and Happy Valley,just as he has to defend it here in St. 

1S7 
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John's, that government has apparently, and I say this with regret, 

no intention of doing anything at all to try to come to grips with 

the problems facing Labrador. 

The gentleman from Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) could listen 

too, because I think I can understand the feelings of some of his 

constituents. And I understand that feeling is being communicated 

to him with increasingly frequency and increasing intensity in 

his visits to the area, to the district, and in his communications 

from his constituents. 

The problem of Labrador, Sir, is one which should engage the 

attention of every man and woman in this Province today who is 

concerned with this Province and with our future. People tell me 

it should not be raised in the House, it is making it partisan. Well 

I suppose the system is that nothi~g can be raised unless it is raised 

in a partisan sense, I do not bring it up in the more usual partisan 

sense of trying to p,rub a few votes here or a few votes there, I am 

concerned as a Newfoundlander, I am concerned as a Labradorian in the 

sense that my constituency partially in Labrador, the people of one 

part of Labrador are my constituents, and the people of one part of 

my constituency are Labradorians. They are there, Mr. Speaker, much 

against their wish, they are there as a result of the broken word of 

the Minister of Transportation, no, who is the han. gentleman? the 

Minister of Public Works who assured the then member for Labrador 

South it would be all right. They were therP despite their extoressed 

wish, they were there despite a resolution of this House of Assembly, 

an Act of this House of Assembly which said that if a district was to 

be created, partially in Labrador, partially on the Island, it would 

be fifty-fifty, instead of being 20 per cent in Labrador and 80 per cent 

in the Island of Newfoundland a~ it now is. 

To a point of order. I gave no such undertaking to 

the hest of my knowledge to the han. then member for Labrador South. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I accept the bon. gentleman's assertion, 

and if I have inadvertently_ and if I have misrepresented it, it 

was inadventent- I of course apologize to him·. But he was part and 

is part of a government that broke its word to the House of Assembly 

and to the people of this Province. The original act setting up 

the redistribution commission, 1973 I guess it was, said that a 

district would be created half in Labrador and half on the Island, 

and instead of this it was created 20 per cent in Labrador, 80 per 

cent on the Island. And that is a breach of faith. The people of 

the Labrador portion of my district resent that bitterly. And they 

have reason to. When you cannot believe your own government, you' 

cannot believe your own Premier,who made that statement here in the 

House; you know, when his words are not supported by his actions, 

when the words of a government are not supported by the actions of that 

government, thPn who is to blame even the most fair-minded person 

for drawing the inevitahle and proper conclusion, 

But, Sir, the problem of Labrador is a very serious one. 

The feeling is growing throughout Labrador in Labrador West, which is 

a distinct part of Labrador,where the people have different concerns 

and different needs and different perceptions than do the people in 

Goose Bay-Happy Valley, or the people who live along the Northern 

Coast in the area represented by my friend from Eagle River (Mr. 

Strachan), or the people who live in the area I represent, the 

Southern Straits, and the people who live -

MR. NEARY; 

MR. ROBERTS: 

They just killed a wolf. 

Yes, they killed a wolf, and I am happy to say that 

thanks partially to the bon. gentleman, and thanks to some more 

effective assistance the problem has been solved. I give due credit to 

the Minister of Justice as well. 

Mr. Speaker, the problem is a serious one, because 

people in each of the four parts of Labrador increasingly, 
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MR. ROBERTS: and these are not crackpots, these are not 

people running off half cocked, hot tempered, thinking with their 

lips, these, Sir, are people of substance and people who have a 

genuine feeling and concern. These people are more and more 

coming to the conclusion,it should be stated here and it should 

be discussed here, coming to the conclusion that their future 

may not - I do not say does not - I say may not lie within the 

Province of Newfoundland and Labrador. And I say, Sir, that 

problem, that feeling is growing and I say, Sir, that this 

government are adding fuel to it, negligently. I do not think 

they are doing it deliberately. I do not think for a moment 

they have treated the member for Naskaupie (Mr. Goudie) 

deliberately .the way they have treated him. I think it just 

reveals their compelling and complete lack of care. They could 

not give a hoot! 

The fact the Throne Speech, the 

fact the Throne Speech, and I will leave aside the quibbles about 

legal names of the Province - we could have a look at section 92 

of the BNA Act and make a good argument there - reference after 

reference to Newfoundland and no reference to Labrador. "The 

main problem in Newfoundland today" it says on page 2, and I 

think that is the first time Newfoundland is used. No, on page 

1, "The past twenty-eight years in Newfoundland." Down in the 

next paragraph, "The vicious inflationary spiral that has 

affected all of the Western World was not of Newfoundland's 

making." Reference after reference. The only references to 

Labrador are colonial. We sit here superior and supreme and you 

can like it or lump it in Labrador! Colonial attitude~ We are 

going to set up a division of a department, maybe. 

The hon. gentleman from Grand Falls 

(Mr. Lundrigan), the Minister of Industrial Development, is going 

to have a division within his department, maybe a whole division 

that somehow will - it will be concentrated on Labrador,all 

four or five people there. The minister obviously recommended 

11i0 



February 7, 1977, Tape 55, Page 2 -- apb 

MR. ROBERTS: to Cabinet the creation of a Crown 

corp·oration and was turned down because he made the mistake 

of announcing in advance what he was going to do, what he 

was going to recommend to Cabinet and the Throne Speech 

reflects an entirely different policy. 

Mr. Speaker, the government are 

~ppro~ching the problems of Labrador in a colonial attitude,or 

they are showing their only interest in Labrador is to take 

her resources and that is just the attitude that adds fuel to 

the fires in Labrador. I am not saying what went on during the 

years of Liberal administration was perfect, of course not. 

The feeling was there. Presmnably it has been there as long 

as there has bee.n people in Labrador. I am told in the old 

days when the floaters went down and the stationers, going 

down from Conception Bay to fish, fish along the coast of 

Labrador, the bitterness was there, the ill feeling between the 

settlers, the Labradorians we now call them,on one hand and on 

the other hand the people who came from the Island of Newfoundland, 

great bitterness. But, Sir, it is increasing. 

The Liberal administration in its last 

few years showed some heed, maybe not sufficient, obviously not 

when Mr. Tom Burgess got himself elected with massive support in 

the then constituency of Labrador West in the 1971 election, and 

the NLP candidatestook such strong votes in the other two Labrador 

seats, Labrador North as it then was and Labrador South as it then 

was. But this government, Sir, has added fuel to that fire. 

We believe there has to be a constructive 

and a reasonable attitude taken. And I say there is a particular 

responsibility on the gentleman from Menihek (Mr. Rousseau). The 

people in Labrador look to him. They say, "He is a minister, he 

is one of the men running this Province," just as they look to 

the gentleman from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie), who has been very vocal 

and very outspoken on his feelings. I hope he says here in the 

House what he says in f,oose Bay and Happy Valley because I think 

l {) 1 
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MR. ROBERTS: that would add greatly to the information, 

to the knowledge that each of us has . 

The people in l.abrador, Sir, the people 

of Labrador do not want to leave this Province. More and more they 

are coming to feel that that may br not only their best 

alternative, but their only alternative. The idea of separatism 

is gaining credence. We now have a gover11111ent in our neighbouring 

province that,while it was not elected as a separtist government, 

indeed specifically pledged itself not to implement a policy of 

separation unless and until a referendum had endorsed it, but a 

government that is separatist, that is a separatist party, a 

government whose Premier, whose ministers 
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openly, proudly - they believe they are doing the right thing, the 

only thing for the people of Quebec. That makes the feeling a little 

more respectable now. It is not just a bunch of crackpots running 

around or a, bunch of oddballs. Up there in Quebec the Premier, the 

Premier of Canada's second largest province, a man elected with great 

support among the people of the province, whatever the reasons why 

they gave him that support, elected a man whose party, whose 

administration are openly and avowedly separtist. Produces a threat to 

Canada>as the gentleman from Exploits (Dr. Twomey) said, and has 

very serious implications for those of us who live in this Province, 

or has this extra added dimension. And so I say to the government the 

time has come to wake up. The time has come for some constructive 

leadership, not the sort of thing exemplified by the Paddon Memorial 

Hospital where the people of Happy Valley go up and take the signs 

down to show what they think of the Minister of Public Works, to show 

what they think of the government, that without consulting them and 

in the face of their expressed wishes-now whether they were right 

or wrong I do not know; the fact remains that a group of people in 

Labrador, Happy Valley,felt so strongly that they marched up to that 

hospital on the Hamilton River Road there and took the sign off the 

outside, took it down, saying;' we will not let that sign stand if the 

government are going to take this building and make it into an office 

building." 

CAPT. WINSOR: They took the picture of the late Dr. Paddon too. 

MR. ROBERTS: They took the picture of the late Dr. Paddon. 

CAPT. WINSOR: I think so. 

MR. ROBERTS: My friend from Fogo (Capt. Winsor),who knows 

Labrador well, tells me that the picture of Dr. Paddon was, taken. The 

gentleman from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) could tell me. I understand 

some friends and possibly even some relatives of his were among those 

among whom ,a very deep cord was struck~among the people of Happy Valley 

with that. It is not an important act. You know, I mean the decision 

.16] 
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to change the Paddon Hospital into an office building, if in fact 

it has been taken, and I do not know if it has been taken, I mean 

I only know what people in Labrador feel, because they have 

expressed it through the media. But that decision to change that 

building into an office or not to change it into an office is not 

in itself terribly important. I mean , that is not the stuff of which 

provinces are made. l~at is important is that it exemplifies the 

feelinR, and I say to the gentleman of Naskaupi,he is at liberty to 

contradict me if I am wrong, if he believe I am wrong, but I do not 

think he believe I am wrong. I think he knows deep inside of his 

heart, he knows in his mind what I say is not wrong, that what I say 

is right. 

There are steps we can take, Sir, in an effort to come to 

grips with the problems of Labrador, and to help to resolve them. My 

friend and colleague from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) has put down a 

motion on the Order Paper, indeed I believe will be the first one 

debated, the first one of which notice was given. I think it is first, 

is it? 

MR. STRACHAN : Yes. 

MR. ROBERTS : That means it will come up Wednesday. A motion which 

will allow an opportunity for this House to debate the specific 

problems of Labrador. And I will say to the government that if they 

have any interest in Labrador they will let that motion be debated 

on Wednesday and on Thursday and on Friday. Let them use some 

ROVernment time for it. It is just as important as anything else 

the government have in mind. Just as important~! assure you, Mr. 

Speaker, for the future of this Province a~ an Act to Amend The 

Statutes Act or an Act to Amend The Petty Trepass Act. The discussion 

on Labrador is just as important as that, Sir. Let the government 

reflect their priorities. Let the government reflect their priorities 

and allocation of the time of the House. We private members, and 

that is everybody other than the ministers, we private members have 
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only one afternoon a week, and indeed it is a short afternoon, The 

government will not even give us the good grace to have the House 

meet at 2:00 instead of 3:00. The House meets at 2:00 o'clock 

on Monday and on Tuesday and on Friday, but only at 3:00 o'clock 

on Wednesday. They even want to re.strict that debate. 

But I think, Sir, that the problems of Labrador are 

very important. And I think it is something which the government must 

deal. And I was disappointed and disgusted that the Throne Speech 

had in it no references of any significant indication of anything 

to do with Labrador. Indeed the only references were to taking the 

resources again. Boy,the feeling among the people of Labrador\ 

Look, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Grand Falls has every right to 

speak to his seat mate if he wishes, but he does have a very loud 

and penetrating voice, and I would ask him,please,either not to speak 

to his colleague or to speak to him outside of the House where their 

conversation does not carry across the House. I mean,if he wants to 

speak to his colleague well and good. I mean that is between the 

two of them. But his voice, Sir, is loud, and it is penetrating. 

It is one of those -well that is not parliamentary • 

.t!!L....J.J!!ill.BTGAN; r.hruchi 1] i 1m. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, no, no, no l Anybody who knows anything about 

Churchill would never compare the gentleman from Grand Falls (Mr. 

Lundrigan) to Mr. Churchill in any favuurable sense to the gentleman 

from Grand Falls. It would be favourable to Churchill • 

. 1 R :l 



February 7, 1977 Tape no. 57 Page 1 - mw 

Hr. Roberts. 

Mr. Speaker, the fact remains that the problems of Labrador, 

Sir, are something to which we should pay heed. All we have got 

in the Throne Speech are a couple of references to a few offices 

being set up, you know,a little colonial status. ''The natives are 

getting restless now,'' you know, the old line, 11 We will send them 

a few boys in dinner jackets to run the show!' That is no answer. 

That is no solution. That is no policy. That is no prograiiiDle. 

That is just a confession of despair, an admission of ignorance, 

an inability to grapple with the facts, and let them come to grips 

with it. Because if not, Sir, if we do not in the next few years 

come to grips,I venture to predict that we will see an avowedly separatist 

party running, putting canidates up for election in Labrador. The NLP 

was never separatist. It was close to it. Some of the members of it, 

I suspect, were committed to a policy of separation. The gentleman 

from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) can tell me. He had many friends who 

were NLP. He may himself have supported the NLP. I do not know. 

But certainly many of his friends and associates did, and in turn they 

supported him the Fall of 1975. But, Sir, the potential is there. When 

all the bickering back and forth is gone, when all of the Throne Speeches 

auu all of those of us who are here are gone from the scene, be it, 

you know, next year or twenty years from now, let it not be said of us 

that we. stood by - "Nero fiddled while Rome burned," we are told - let it 

not be said that we stood by while ln Labrador the problems festered 

and grew. 

MR. STRACHAN: They are even poisoning the fish. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, my friend from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) 

has some remarks which he will make in due course, and so he should, 

about fishing camps, and government helicopters going into fishing 

camps while there were no machines available to fight fires. That is the 

sort of thing that adds fuel to the fire, to mix the metaphor. And it 

indicates priorities. We cannot afford to put water and sewer into 

community, after community. We can put a couple of hundred thousand 

l ()f) 
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dollars into a fishing camp - what is it? How do you pronounce it~ 

'Ian'? 

MR. STRACHAN : 

2 - mw 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Adlatok. 

Adlatok. We can put public money into Adlatok 

but we cannot put anything into water and sewer. The gentleman 

from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) can go to visit ~dlatok, go in to 

fish. I think the Premier has been there to fish on occasion. And 

I have no doubt, Sir, we, the people, paid for that, and I do not 

think we should. 

PREMIER MOORES : I have been at the member's motel. 

MR. ROBERTS: He has been at the member's motel. Well, I hope 

he does come. They have a bar and a nice lounge, I am told, and a good 

room to stay in, and I am sure the Premier would be treated with honour 

and with respect. And if he paid his bill, he would be treated as a 

gentleman. And if he goes to Adlatok, let him pay his bill . I do not 

care if the Premier wants to fish, Sir. The Daily News and The Evening 

Telegram get upset over that. I do not. But I do care when it shows 

the priorities of government. 

My friend from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) will have, 

I think, some points to make on that, because he feels very strongly. 

They are his constituents. We cannot get water and sewer. There is 

no money,we are told. 

Down in L'Anse-au-Loup last year- here is a story now, 

Your Honour, to show this government's attitude towards Labrador - a grouv 

called the Quebec Labrador Mission Foundation - they have now changed 

it, 1 think, to the Quebec Labrador Foundation - headed up by a gentleman 

whose name is the Reverened Robert Brien, have become very active these 

last few years in parts of my district, in parts of the North shore of Quebec and 

.laa parts of New Brunswick. And it is much like the old Grenfell work without 

pay programme which some of the members here might have heard of or might 

be familiar with in one way or another. But for the last two years they 

have had a programme of teaching children to swim, a pretty valuable programme. 

Hi7 
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I t is much more than the Department of Rehabilitation has achievec 

i n many cases under the tnspired leadership of the present minister. 

that foundation gave the community of L'Anse-au-Loup, which is the 

central community on the Straits ~etween L'Anse-au- Clair and Red Bay

L'Anse-au-Loup is t he central community, and it is also the largest 

single community - they gave them a swimming pool. Now it may not be 

<tuite as elaborate as the aquarena over here ,or as the ones in the 

Arts and Culture Centres around the Province, but a swimming pool. 

And there is no other place where you can swim in L'Anse- au-Loup. 

lt gets too cold to go out in the sea water, and the brooks are used 

by people for water supply. There is really no other place to swim. 

So the people of L'Anse- au-Loup came to the government, and they asked 

for a sum of money to help them close in that pool . 1 wrote at one stage, 

:1s their member, to the member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) who at that 

stage was the minister . 

11iR 
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MR. ROBERTS: They were not asking for a lot. All 

they wanted was a few thousand dollars, it was $18 thousand. A 

helicopter at $300 an hour - that is what helicopters are now going 

at - that is sixty hours hire on a machine. It would have 

provided $18 thousand. 

My friend, the gentleman from Kilbride 

(Mr. Wells) wrote me back in due course to say he had taken the 

matter to Cabinet and with regret the Cabinet had concluded they 

could not provide this money because the policy was that no new 

funds - am I representing the hon. gentleman's letter correctly? 

I do not want~ misrepresent it. 

PREMIER MOORES: I did not hear what you said. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well I am speaking of the hon. gentleman for Kilbride 

(Mr. Wells ) who was then the minister who wrote me to say in effect -

I will get the letter if he wishes or he doubtless has a copy in his 

own file- that he had . taken the matter to Cabinet and with regret 

the Cabinet had concluded that they had a policy of freezes on projects 

of this kind • Now that freeze did not apply in Bonavista North,of 

course,or in Exploits but it applied in Labrador and Southern Labrador. 

It applied elsewhere throughout the Province. So they could not 

provide the $18,000, So the children of L'Anse-au-Loup were denied 

the opportunity . Not very important. There are things more 

important,true, than being able to swim without having the flies eat 

you alive, the black flies, Just an indication of priorities, an 

indication of what this group of men are concerned about, what they 

care about. 

They care about a lot of things,! am sure,but they obviously do not 

care about the people of Labrador. The people of Labrador, Sir, 

particularly the people who live between L'Anse-au-Clair,which is next 

to the border in the Southland Cartwright in the North, those people, 

Sir, are forced to live and to tolerate conditions that nobody else 

in this Province today can even recall with any vividness. I do not 

think there is a proper sewage disposal system in the communities right 

along that coast. I do not think there is a proper water system along 
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that coast except possibly in Black Tickle because when my sometimes 

friend, the gentleman from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) was the Minister of 

Welfare,as it was then called -

MR. EARY: I love you really, boy. 

MR. ROBERTS: I.Jell, Mr. Speaker, if the hon. gentleman loves me 

I will keep my back to the wall. Mr. Speaker, when the han. gentleman 

was the Minister of Welfare he got the agreement amended I believe - I 

think he was the minister at the time - to bring Black Tickle into 

the federal-provincial agreement on shared-cost programmes for native 

peoples. But other than that, Sir, I do not think there is a proper 

water system anywhere alone that coast. There are next to no roads. 

The Minister of Transportation promised a group he would go and 

look at the roads~and that is another broken cotmnitment. He has been 

too busy going hither and yon, flicking around, having a look at 

Re<lcliff and all the other things, Harbour Mille Road, too busy to 

keep his word. The schools are inadequate. They are becoming better, 

no thanks to the government. The boards are strugglingf manfully. 

The Consumer Affairs Department the other day released a study they 

had done, the request of the Development Association, showjng that 

food prices were significantly higher and the availahility of types 

of food, of quality of goods was significantly less. 

There is not a fire truck. If a house burns, Sir, it burns. 

There is not a proper ambulance. Blame it,if you want,on the member. 

Sure. Jl]ame J.t on the Liberals, the years gone by if you want. But 

also accept the fact that in five years of a P.C. administration nothing 

has been done, nothing, not even $18,000 to put a roof on a swimming 

pool so the children who live along that coast from L'Anse-au-Clair 

to Red Bay can learn to swim. Somebody else, Americans, gave from 

clu•rity the pool, supply the instructors, and we are not even getting 

$18,000. If we had had a by-election and they were trying to buy 

the election of a member! Haybe I should resign and let them say 

to the people - all right, maybe the gentleman from Port De Grave 

(Nr. Dawe) would be well advised to resign and let us see then what 

170 
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the goveTnment do. 

I mean Bonavista ~orth, to hear the hon. gentleman who now represents 

it boast, they probably would have bad 100 S'Wimming pools. And 1f they 

did not think of it, they should have because now the day is gone. We 

have the hon. gentleman with us now and no need for any more of that 

sort of trick. 

Hr . Speaker, the way in whjch this government has treated Labrador 

is shoddy beyond belief. I do not say that with any partisan joy. 

t say that, Sir, with a sense of regret as a citizen of this Province. 

Because I say that unless we come to grips with this problem now, 

in this time and place, that the threat to our Province will grow 

greater and greater and greater . 

171 
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MR. ROBERTS: I do not want that to happen, Sir. I 

have not come into politics, I do not think any member of this 

House has come into politics to preside over the dissolution of 

part of this Province. But, Sir, to make this Province united 

the people of this Province have got to want to he united. It 

is the same dilemma as all of us as Canadians face with 

respect to the separatist threat in the Province of Quebec. If 

the people of Quebec do not want to be part of Canada, Sir, 

then no force on this earth can keep them part. 

The same is true with Labrador, Sir. 

He have got to show the people of Labrador that their future 

lies within the united Province of Newfoundland and Labrador, 

that they are part of it and their wishes are being heeded and 

their concerns are being dealt with. Not iust empty words. 

Not just saying, "Oh, well, they have great resources, we might 

as well get them,boys. We •rill get the Churchill power and we 

will ~et the gas and oil and we will get whatever else they 

hRve anrl we will make good use of it." People on the Straits 

are ecstatic at the thought of watching the power from the 

Lowet: Churchill come right past their door and go down in 

that tunnel and go across the Straits, whenever that time, that 

happy day comes, while they are paying the highest prices for 

electricity of any people in this Province - they are paying 

the diesel rate - and if it is not possible,and probably it is 

not,I am told by technical people,to take off enough power 

from the gt:eat power lines to feed the relatively small needs in 

power terms for the people who live in that part of Labrador, 

then let the government at least equalize the rate. It is 

peanuts compared - it is not peanuts in absolute terms, it is a 

lot of dollars - it is peanuts compared to what this government 

have wasted on the Lower Churchill, just flung away in a mad, 

insane policy to attempt to get re-elected, and to bluff and to 

ignore reality. 

Mr. Speaker, I could ~o on about 

Labrador but I do not want to accept the hon. gentleman for 
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MR. ROBERTS: Bay of Islands' invitation to be here 

for the next three or four days. I feel very strongly and I 

feel more strongly every time I am in touch with the people 

from the Labrador part of my district or they are in tou~h with 

me. I get, maybe not a new insight but my view are reinforced. 

What I am saying, Sir, is mild compared to what many of them say. 

Ministers do not go near Labrador or 

if they do they only go to fish or to sight see. They do not 

go to listen to people or to talk to people, They do not visit, 

they do not find out what is on people's minds, they do not 

consult with them. It would have done everybody here a great 

deal of good - I hope it did me some - to be at the Labrador 

Resources Advisory Council meeting the other day. The member 

for St. Barbe, the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture, as he 

now is, was there. I was there and a number of officials. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 

Harbour Grace (Mr. Young) and the gentleman from Grand Falls 

(Mr. Lundrigan) are at it again. Now as I said earlier, I do 

not really care if they want to talk to each other but, Mr. Speaker , 

could they please either keep it to a dull monitone or could they 

carry on their animated conversations, Upper Island Cover or not, 

outside the House? If they want to go back to Upper Island Cove 

to do it, that is fine. That is our gain and Upper Island Cove's 

loss. But, Mr. Speaker, let them not do it in the House. I do 

not want to start this session with that kind of a thing. If 

they do not like what I am saying that is fine, that is their 

perfect right, but let them either suffer it in silence or let 

them leave, as they wish. 

Mr. Speaker, let me talk for a little 

about the economy because it is a subject about which a great deal 

needs to be said. The economy,obviously, is the basis of 

everything. If we cannot make the economy work in this Province 

then all else will come to naught. The Minister of Finance knows -

173 



Fehruary 7, 1977, Tape 59, Page 3 -- apb 

~~..:...ROBERTS: _ -Hr. Speaker, 1 do not think 1 am 

parti.cularly '"enk voiced . I may have weaknesses, I do, but 

1 do not think that is one of them. Is there anything that can be 

done? And 1 do not think my hearing is unusually acute. 

"fR. DOODY: ------ 1 'lolaS speaking with the hon. the 

Opposition Bouse Leader . 

Who, me? 

KR. ROBERTS: It may be the hon. Opposition Rouse 

Leader but he too should be spoken to. 

MR. SPEAKER : The requirement that hon . members in 

the Chamber remain silent , or without making interference when 

An hon . member is speaking is also operative in the precincts 

of the House . So those who are making noises in the precincts 

of the House should refrain from doing it. I presume the 

officer at the table, the l.aw Clerk, is now informin!'- them of 

t~~t and if not , if that does not work perhaps the Duty 

Constable would inform them similarly. 

The hon . the Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, tfr. Speaker. 1 t is a valid 

point . I could probAbly outshout people, particularly with the 

advantage of the microphone, but you should not have to tear your 

throat out to speak to a group of, at most, fifty or sixty men 

and women in the House and people in the galleries. 

TI1e economy, Sir, is the sub1ect which 

I think should ~ive us more concern than any other single sub.1ect 

because the economy underlies the basis of everythin~ we are 

trying to do. 

The Minister of Finance will bring in a 

hudget and I would hope he will bring tt in ver y early . 
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HR. ROBERTS : 

I think it is essential we have an early discussion of the financial 

affairs of this Province and the ministry's plans with respect to 

the coming year, whatever they may be. But I do not envy the 

minister his job because he can only make a coat with the cloth that 

he has. He must cut the garment according to the cloth. His problem 

is made immeasurably greater because the cloth is so skimpy, because 

the economic resources of this Province - I am not saying the potential 

or the natural; I am saying the developed, economic resources, the 

economy of this Province - can produce so little in the term of revenue 

either in the private sector or in the public sector. 

The hon. gentleman's taxation officials take a large bite of 

the revenue of the citizens of this Province. On a percentage basis 

it is probably a larger bite than any other Province in Canada. I know 

the individual taxes are higher. The han. gentleman has not levied 

those taxes or does not collect them, he and his colleagues,because 

they want to. They would love nothing better than to be able to come 

in and reduce the sales tax to five per cent or wipe it out entirely. 

They are collecting them because they have to have the money. I 

venture to say without in any way infringing on any budget secrets 

that all they can collect is still not enough. And there is a grim 

process going on now of trying to bring a balance of some sort between 

projected revenues and projected expenditures for the coming fiscal 

year. 

The real reason that is so, Sir, is not entirely maladministration. 

I think there is some maladministration. I think there are some very 

perverted priorities by the present administration. The real reason 

is that the economy is not producing enough. It is just not big 

enough. The machine is not strong enough. I was talking to some 

friends of mine on the weekend and one of them made an interesting 

analysis of our economy,which is not perfect and I do not put it up 

as an economic treatise,but I put it up as an interesting and I think 

an insightful idea. The gentleman in question said, "Look at our 

175 



February 7, 1977 Tape 60 IB-2 

~m. ROBERTS : 

economy today in 1977 compared to what it was thirty years ago after 

the war, before Confederation. In those days," he said, "the whole 

economy of Newfoundland and Labrador really boiled down to two paper 

mills producing paper, one at Grand Falls, one at Corner Brook; a 

number of mines dotted around the Province wherever there was a mineral 

resource that was sufficiently attractive to be distracted and 

concentrated or milled and sold, the fishery, and then the service 

sector, those of us who live, lawyers, doctors, all the others, by 

taking in each others wash, living not on productive dollars, not 

producing new dollars but in effect, the money that is circulating 

in the society. 

"Now," he said," what has happened today, thirty years later, and 

hundreds of millions of dollars spent and all the ideas and all the 

theories and a11 the ventures and everything else? t~ell we have three 

millR, not two. We do. The Linerboard mill in Stephenville is 

providing a fair number of jobs, apparently at very high cost but 

we have three mills. We have some mines, we have some new mines. 

But some of the old mines have closed." I do not have any figures here 

but I would venture, Mr. Speaker, that the number of men employed in 

the mininr; industry in Newfoundland and Labrador today is not significantly 

p,reatcr than it was t~renty-five years ago. 

True.we have the iron ore mines in Labrador, massive mines, millions 

of tons of ore. In those days before Confederation,Bell Island had, 

~1hat~ 2,000 or 3,000 men at peak working in the mines, of that order. 

1\ whole community of 13,000 lived on the mines and lived reasonably 

well by standards of the day. The fishery may be better off in some 

respects. It may be worse off in others. But certainly it is not 

significantly greater in the economy. Nobody would pretend that the 

f ishtng communities of this Island by and large are examples of 

unriv<'lled prosperity. All that has really happened is we have a 

bigger service sector. That is what has grown jn the last thirty 

years really dramatically in Newfoundland and Labrador, the service 
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~!R • ROJIERTS : 

sector, government, public serv~ce. And then the people who live 

in the economic sense by takLng in washing and putting out washing, 

You know, it is staggering if you look at the figures that 

I had drawn Up for me just to show how unbalanced the economy is. 

·The gross provincial product for Decetnber, 1975 - that is the most 

recent year in respect of which I can get breakdowns, I can get a 

total - but it was about $2.4 billion. That is the sum total of 

everything we have produced in Newfoundland and L.abrador in goods 

and services, about $2.4 billion. 
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Hr. koberts . 

The private sector of that, Sir, was less t han half, 

$1 . 1 billion . Forestry contributed $29 million; fishing and 

trapping , $46 million; mining $267 million. Now these are not jobs . 1 mean 

obviously these numbers are not very closely ~:elated to the employment, 

~r.ost of these, but these a r e the Gross Provincial Product . Electric 

power $169 million; manufacturing $270 million and construction $321 million. 

MR. NEARY : Are these the 1975 figures? 

mL ROSERTS : 'rhese are the 1975 figures, yes . The 1976 figures 

1 cannot get as yet broken down. But the Gross Provincial Product 

went from $2.37 billions to $2 . 681 billion. 

~11{. I)()OOY: About seventeen pet: cent. 

~lR. ROBERTS : Ye.s . I was going to say 

are not changed significantly . 

I suspect the relative proportions 

~lie NE,\RY: Is that the hon. minister's policy? 

~lR . ROBERTS: l'he fact remains, Sir, that our economy is hopelessly 

and terribly, terdbly one-sided. If you took out of Newfoundland , Sir

it is r. rcat fun LO kick Ottawa, and [ suppose at times l have done 

rny share of lt - but L.f you took out of Newfoundland's econolDy what 

comes in from Ottawa·; Unemployment insurance this year , 1976 year , 

will be about $213 million out of a Gross Provincial Product of $2.7 billion . 

That is e.ight or nine per cent . Now one- twelfth, one-eleventh of the 

to lal ccono:ny activity of this Province today i .s unemployment insurance. 

[t i s the biggest single industry we have . Other than government it is 

Lhe biggest single payroll that we have. All the teachers together -

arc what? One hundred and twenty- five million dollars~ t~ that 

S125 m1lllon, the teachers' payroll? 

HR. IJOOI.>Y: That is correct. 

1:11\. ROBERTS: On~ hundred and twenty-five 111illion dollars . 

MR. OOOOY: That was L\st y.aar . 

MR . ttO!SERTS: Last year. lt will be somewhat higher this year, and I realize 

there is a diff erence of opinion as to how Quch higher it will be . 
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Mr. Roberts . 

~et us add on some other federal government payments, support 

payments, transfer payments. Now they are not giving them to 

Newfoundland because of anything particular about us. We get them 

as Canadians. Family allowance was $56 million, and those figures 

are for the 1974-1975 year. Statistics Canada people do not have 

any more up-to-date ones they could give me now. Fifty-six million 

and another seventy-three million for old age security. So if you 

add those up and by my arithmetic, Sir, that is about $130 million. 

Add that on to the $213 million. You are talking $340 million. Let 

us add $10 million for the increase in family allowance and old 

age security last year. Three hundred and fifty million dollars 

in this Province today coming from federal social security transfer 

payments. I am not counting equalization . I am not counting share-cost 

programmes or DREE or any of those things. Three hundred and fifty 

million, it is the largest sector of our economy. Construction is 

only $321 million. The fishery, even at seventeen per cent up, 

is not $70 million in total dollars. It is a lot of jobs, but it is not 

$70 million this past year. The minister may have a figure there. 

He says' forty-six, seventeen per cent. That is about $7 million 

or $8 million. It is nnder $60 million. The minister nods acquiescence. 

And neither he nor I is particularly happy about that. I am pleased 

there is an improvement. I wish it would be a great deal larger. But 

we got to realize just what the economy in this Province is all about. 

I am not proud of those figures, Sir. 

UlC - if you would like something, Your Honour, that will keep 

you riveted to your Chair, in the metaphorical sense - in 1967 the total 

UIC payments was $20 million in this Province. And they had risen by 

1971 to $30 million. That is a fifty per cent increase. In 1972 they 

went from $30 million to $70 million and then to $90 million and then 

to $120 million and then to $160 million and now to $215 million. It is 
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Hr. Roberts . 

nstonishing. That is our economy . That ;is the reason the retail 

trade is having a relatively good year. 1 know they are not 

paying dividends, and some of them are having a rough go. But 

our economy has not t mproved significantly in thirty years, Sir. 

lf you took out government's spending- 1 have only talked of 

federal aovernment spending directly . 1 have not talked of 

the provincial government expenditure. including that portion or it. 

well over half,l think,that comes from the Government of Canada 

in one form or another. I have calked only about direct government 

expenditures, the cheques t hat are sent out by t11e Government of 

l::mada's own dcp;ucment!; direct , and J have not talked of their 

payroll or t he CNR ' s payroll, which is what? One hundred million 

dollars or one hundred a.nd fifty million dollars a year in the 

subsidies on the C~R alone. 

NR. NF..ARY : 

HR . ROBERTS: 

Federal Public Works . 

Federal Public Works. 

1 have only spoken of three, the big three, but 

only three of the programmes, the old age security, family allowance, 

tne unemployment insurance programme. 
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~IR. ROBF.RTS: That is the way the economy is. It has not changed 

significantly~really when you look at it, Mr. Speaker, since 

1946. We still got a couple of paper mills, a couple of mines 

and fish,and the rest of us are living by taking in the washing, 

fueled - and praise be, I wean if anvbodv ever doubted the wisdom of 

C:onferleration I mean this itself proves it,- fueled by dollars 

from Ottawa. God bless the taxpayers in Ontario and British 

C:olumbia and these other places who willingly or unwillingly 

pay their shot. 

MR. _!'ECKFOR~..:_ Only three of them. 

_MR. ROBF.RT~: Yes there are only three have prOIVinces in the 

e~ualization sense. And they have got it. You k~ow I wish 

we were :t havP. Province. 

MR. DOODY: Manitoba ----
MR. ROBERTS: Manitoba is -and Saskatchewan depending on how 

the wheat goes,r.omes on and off the scale. And I say too, 

God bless the Government of Canada, be it Liberal or PC, because 

hoth P.Overnments have adopted this policy that equalizes the national 

wealth in some degree. 

Mr. Speaker, that is the analysis. I could ~o on. I could 

develop it, expand it,but the point is there. This is not an economic 

seminar, it is the House of Assembly. But what are we going to 

rlo about it? What are we going to do? We go on this way? Do we 

want to go on this way? I think the answer to that is no. No 

Newfoundlander. no Labr.adorian,wants to go on with our prosperity-

whatever measure there may be of it and it is prosperity by 

comparison to '~hat has gone before-but it is not prosperity by 

comparison to almost any other part of Canada. With our 

prosperity dependent upon federal government social security 

payments and these are not equalization. I am not talking equalization, 

Sir. I run talking the payments that have come to individual 

citizens as a right. The old age pension you get if you live 

to be sixty-five, lf your spouse is sixty-five and you are sixty. 
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'~.-~OB~~'!..~'S Th(! fami lv allowance you Mt lf vo•1 ar!' horn or 

under - h; it sixtC"en, c:l P.hteen for children in school? The 

uncmolOVf'll'nt insurnncf\ vou r.~' t 'if von get your contribut ions in 

""'' ".0 throu~h th<> other rc$!.ul...tions. 

rs th<lt ~<•hat 1•e w11nt? T do not think i.t i s 1~hat 

wf'- want . Wh:tt nrt> WI' r.oinl! to do about it? What are W(' r.o:inr. 

rn do? /Ire wP. j ust ~e>tnr. to f'.C) on? Tt has heen ~etting worsfi' 

and W<'T"<' · 1 cnuJcl cl r;~w un thE'se fi.J:ur es foT thE' PaSt ten <>T 

rwl'lvl' VNlr~ and co11mnr!' th<>m . OnC\ of the mi.nistcn: could rinr 

I hi" C'l'ntrnl ::::ntl>:tlcal n<'nol<' who nrov ldfi' n very good servic<> 

lot•• r . I :lPI ::ur .- ltr• could l:<'t 11ll thP stntlst lc:< . Tr our,ht tr> 

h<' :111 ln t"r ""' inf' <'X<'rci.s<' to n,•r r"""' out an cl to mnl<!' th<'m 

nu'•llr. \>!h:tt n<'r<:<'n tal!C' of our Cross Provincial Product 

for cnch of the lnst ten ye.1rs has come from whnt sourcP.? find 

T wi ll b!'t , ~lr . that the proportion cominR from the Federnl 

Trc•.1surv, nn(! T nm not tnJk:lng of e (lunlizat.ion or !!hnrcd cost. let 

me stress that , hut the p r nnortion that comes .si.Jnrl v new doll:~rs 

c-nml ns• in from nutsirlf' , rottin~ r.rentcr and r.rcAt<?r. it is by fa• 

1 hl' ~::rentcs t of nnv Province> i.n Cnnacla and till' I'TOI'Ortion th;~t 

Is rnminr rro111 our own eronmic nc tivi.tv . th<' fis bcrv, thc min<'S. 

wh:H '"" rnnnnfnclur<' . • .. :hat!'V!'r <'l!<P W<' m:1kt> ancl sc] 1 be ft n ~tood 

or " s•• rv I Cl'. but that nre>rortion is J!,ett i nr smaller nnd smaller 

'''~· OMI\V: 'lininr. is r Hmhinr. . 

l~ll . flOI)OY : The vnluc nf it . 

~R . ltnr.rmr<> : 
-~·~ -... ····-- Th<' v:~lu<' of eolectdci ty .is climhing. Th:~t Sl71l I'IUlion 

Inc l11dcs :1 1 t>t <> f f:hu rrh Ill r>OW<'T: yr>u know . • t t is tTut' . T t ~hows 

un in thl" Sl.•tlstlc:!l . Min l.nl!- $:>71l miJlions , tmt Twill be t tht;>re 

are no more _iohs i.n ll'inin ~>. tnd:IV than there W<'re ten vears .1,110 , nrobnb l v 

not .1!1 lllllnv . 
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"ffi. ROBERTS: Now, 'Mr. Speaker, the question is what are we 

g.oinl!; to do about it? What have the government do.ne? It 

1$ their .1ob to do it. Let me say quite clearly it is not 

our Job. And I do not propose to try to. do it from here. 

If ever I am there then it becomes my responsibility and 

I must attempt to discharge it and we will see. It is the 

responsibil;Ltv of the Minister of "'{unicipal Affairs with 

N'M - J 

that supercilious smirk on his face over there. l:te and ris 

colleagues are there and they must govern. They must try to govern. 

They have not. When they were in Opposition how the welkin rang~ 

I can remember lll[r. Jo.hn Crosbie. By Heavens~none 

of us will ever forget him 0 lie was a giant when he was over 

there, amonj!; pi.gmies, not qui.te a giant now because he is no 

longer among pig111ies, But he was a giant ~ong pigmies in that 

~overnment, Sir. But when he was in Opposition bow the welkim 

rang day after day in this Rouse, day after day after night after 

night with talk of priorities and plaru.Ung and holding himself out -

you know,a11 that the S~llwood Administration had done was 

wrong and he w~~ going to solve it, he and his party, or the three 

L 1 
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Mr. Roberts: ---· ---

or four parties he had when he flitted around, finally found a 

political. haven in the present P.C. Party. And so the people of 

this Province, Sir, elected that party to be their government. 

They sent them into office .to change things,to make them better. 

The Libera] years had wound down, the cornucopia had dried up, the 

economy was not producing, and Mr. John Crosbie and the present 

Premier and the other spokesman for that party said, we will make 

it better, we are going to solve things. They talked of priorities 

and planning. Oh we heard it here in the House, and then we heard 

it outside of the House. We heard it on the hustings, we heard it 

in every way that political propaganda can be spread. And now 

they have had five years in office, five long years, seven Throne 

Speeches, and they have not come up with a priority or a plan. Mr. 

Crosbie is lonR gone, and he left his political testament here in 

tlds House in Oecember, not last December, December of 1975 in a 

speech of gloom and doom and despair. He could see no way out with 

hi~ intellect, very great intellect and his ability to work, and his 

desire to work, and all of the qualities he had that made him 

a giant among- pygmies .. as he was. 

He would s ee no way out. He gave it up. Quit. Pesigned. 

lle went to run off to Ottawa. If he could not solve Newfoundland's 

problems he is going to solve Canada's problems now. He certainly 

did not solve ours as he himself would admit. And any man on the 

other side, Mr. Speaker, who doubts what I say has only to get out 

that Hansard. The gentleman from Exploits (Mr. Twomey) was not a 

member of the House at that time, and I doubt if Hansard was widely 

circulated in the Botwood Cottage Hospital. The paper is much too 

harsh. But I invite him to have a look at that speech by the man 

who was in many ways the intellectual force, the ideological force, 

the creative force behind this administration. I do not think a great 

many realized it at the time, but of course that speech was his final 

will and testament in the political sense. Because of course by then 

he had already made up his mind to leave the administration and seek 
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Mr. Roberts: 

election in St. John's West to the House of Commons, which he did, 

and which he was. 

I do not want to go into the details of the unemployment 

ftgures,Mr.Speaker, hut any other indicator you have, any single 

economic indicator in this Province has gone up and up and up and up 

since this government came in. I do not want to uothat and so I will 

not. And I want to say, and I want to say it clearly and unequivocally, 

that I do not think this government are fully responsible for the 

economic problems of this Province. I do not think the government of 

any ,Hovince controls all of the econom;..c policy. In fact they 

control only a relatively small part of it. I am not going to say 

that it is all their fault. The Canadian economy has not been 

behaving terribly well. I will say that. Now mind you when they 

were over here how they used to jeer the member for Twillingate (Mr. 

Smallwood) when he would stand up and point out quite correctly that, 

you know, there were worldwide economic problems and they were having 

an effect here. But how hon. gentlemen opposite, who were then over 

here, used to jeer, and sneer and pretend; of course now they have 

known better, now they realize better. And I will saythat it is 

not all their fault. I do not thing it should be held out to be all 

their fault, and I wiJl not hold it out to be all their fault. Let 

them accept their responsibility, but let them not have to attempt 

to discharge a responsibility beyond their means. The Government 

of Canada has a very real, and a very active responsibility. 

So what has been the government's response? We know the 

dt>ht is up. The Minister of Finance ~ ! am sure~has it engraved on his 

heart, double in the last five years. The Premier is worried the 

Province cannot sell the bonds. It is the only conclusion I can 

draw from a very strange reference that he has made two or three times, 

includinfl opening day when we were told the Bank of Canada might have 

to save three or four provinces. And one can only conclude that the 

American bond market has sent signals which have become shock waves 
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hy the time they have reached Cabot Tower co our people, lO our agents 

In the bond market . 

The debt is up . It is frightfully up , Crighteningly up. 

And yet it has got to be said, what could we have done without? 

You know, it is all very well, 1 could stand over here~and possibly 

mayhe I should._and try to denounce the government for going up 

$200 millions a year , and on and on and on. I can remember- ~osh 

I ~uess I was not even a member - it WRS th~ 1~61, or 1q65 period, and 

Mr. Denis Groom,who is now Chairman of Hydro,was financial adviser 

to the Premier, coming into my room one ni ght about 7:00 o ' clock 

and worried sick. that the Province at that point had $160 millions 

or somethinR in short term notes backed up to t he banks and in t he 

hands of t'l(' Vi'lr lous gentletuen who l end money and arrange these 

things, and worried that we could never survive,that the province coulc! 

not car ry th<~l kind of debt load . 
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}1R. ROBERTS: 

Now of course we look upon $200 million a year as being - well 

was it the Minister of Finance or the Premier the other day boasted 

that we would manage to keep borrowing down to the colossal sum of 

$197 million. That, I know, is a tribute. I mean if we had had 

six by-elections instead of three we would never have done it. With 

only three '"e managed to do it. Every other economic indicat you can 

go through the whole works,Mr. Speaker, the participation rate, 

the unemployment rate, the percentage of our revenue that goes to 

service the debt. 

Every municipality in the Province is on the verge of bankruptcy. 

The government have the negative and sterile policy of saying, 

"Raise more money," as if somehow there was more money they could 

raise. You know, in area after area. And what is the government's 

response? Well on opening day when I made a few remarks the Premier 

leaped in to defend his administration,and so he should. If I remember 

him correctly - now I took the figures down in notes, and at that stage 

I had not seen the Hansard as I recall it he told us that among 

the glories of his tenure as Premier of this Province to date was 

the creation of 2,700 jobs in the Rural Development Authority and 

I think, was it 1,500 or 1,800 in the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Development Corporation? I do not quarrel with those figures, but 

I do not believe them. So I say that I would like to know where the 

jobs are. I would like to know how we count out the 2,700 jobs in 

the Rural Development Authority. The figures do not coincide with 

anything that has been made public before. 

MR. NEARY : There is a new drive-in theatre out in Corner Brook. 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh yes. 

here in St. John's. 

And there was a hairdressing salon, I think, 

The periodic releases by the Minister of Rural 

Development just do not square with the Premier's figures at all. 

You know, you would think we were talking of cheese and chalk, we 

are not talking about the number of jobs. Where are the 2,700 jobs? 
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MR . ROBET1TS: 

I wonder if these are two of them. Let me read a letter that 

came to me in an honourable and an honest way. It is about a gentleman 

and family who live in Exploits district. In fact they wrote to me, 

I say to the member, because they told me they had been in touch with 

him and gotten no answer. So they wrote to me and asked me to J,elp 

them with their problem and in due course I got some information 

which I shall now read. I shall leave out the names of the 

individuals, Mr. Speaker, although if any hen. gentleman opposite 

wants them I shall gladly give him those names, you know, outside. 

I do not want to bring in the names of individual people. 

We will call them the Smiths because that is not their name. 

What an insight this is into the Rural Development Authority. The 

Smiths are an able-bodied childless couple who have been married 

for nineteen months. During this time -and the letter is dated 

this January- during this time they have been living with Mr. Smith's 

parents, both old age pensioners at their home in blank..,and blank is 

a community in the district of Exploits. 11r. Smith was employed by 

llr. Jones,a local woods contractor up until October of 1975 at which 

time he was laid off due to a shortage of work. Doubtless true. 

Now remember,however many jobs have been in Rural Development 

have been in the logging industry. The Premier told us that and 

we all know that to be correct. You know, sawmilling, lumbering, 

logging, the woods jndustry. 

While employed ~1r. Smith was given a government grant of $10,000 

to start a sawmill operation which he got into operation in June of 

1976 - oh month of blessed memory! - after drawing unemployment 

insurance benefits from October to June. So you could say he got 

off UIC and that was good. That is economic development. That is 

good stuff. He worked at the sawmill for three weeks but finding 

no markets for his material he ceased sawing and went back on 

unemployment insurance. His benefits expired in September after 

which time both he and his wife lived off his parents income. In 

necember government officials came and confiscated his machinery in 
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HR. ROBERTS: 

lieu of the $10,000 he had spent. 

not relevant to the -

The rest of it,Mr. Speaker, is 

NR. RIDEOUT: Does that count as a job creation? 

MR. ROBERTS: Well I think obviously, Mr. Speaker, that is three 

or four of the 2,700 jobs. So I say now 

18~ 
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Hr. Roberts. 

to the Premier, to tile minister responsible, who has consistently 

and constantly refused to account to this House, has deliberately 

concealed information,malevolently, if that is a parliamentary word. 

That is no requirement in the act that a report be made, and the 

ministers lived up to that requirement. I say to the minister 

or to the government, any of them, all of them - I could not care 

less who it is, Sir, but l want one of them or more of them- to tell 

us where those 2,700 jobs arc. 

SOME liON. MliNBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: And tell us how many of them are permanent jobs, 

and how many lasted for a month or two or three. They do not 

have to include the gentleman for Bonavista North, who three or 

four years ago got one of these $10,000 loans, which people thing 

are grants, and promptly went off to Toronto on it, and enjoyed 

his $10,000.,1 have no doubt, and enjoyed Toronto as well. You do not 

have to include the morgue that they financed or the hairdresser's 

salon or all these other things. I just want to know where the 2, 700 

_jobs are, and I want to know l\Ow many of them are ln the woods 

industry or this type of thing7 How many repossessions have there been? 

lam told that Lhe Hichways' yard out in Grand falls ls blocked with 

skidders and tractors and things that tl1e government, RDA have had to 

repossess. And the paper every day has in it three or four or two or 

six notices saying, "For sale," - well all the equipment that goes 

into these logging ventures. 

1 would like to hear about the man in Phillips Head 

who told me last year that he had been promised a loan from the Minister 

of Rural Development if he voted PC in the election. And I checked 

afterwards, he got the loan. I did not ask how he voted, but he got the 

loan. So I give the minister credit - a man in Phillips Head. There 

were three or four with me that day. I thought I had heard it all in politics. 
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Mr. Robets. 

How many repossessions have there been? How many permanent 

jobs have there been? How many jobs are like these jobs in this 

great project, this poor man, this unfortunate man, who was given 

a $10,000 loan to start a sawmill operation, and did not know if 

he was punched or bored, Sir. He did not know that there was 

no market for his materials. And the minister letting a man 

get into that position to borrow $10,000, which for a man who has 

no resources and no assets - all the man has is the determination 

to work ,to support himself. 

When the !Unister· of Social Services talks of two and 

three generations of welfare and things, how is this going to 

affect? Here is a guy who tries to get off, takes on a relatively 

large amount of money, large in his terms, and he is encouraged 

to get into the sawmill business. And after three weeks he has to 

give it up, because he cannot sell anything. How many of these 

sawmill things have gone wrong? Half of them? Three-quarters of them? 

Why do we not get any reports in this House on the Rural Development 

Authority? 

MR. NEARY: I would like to see how many tomatoes the fellow 

that I defeated twice has actually grown 

MR. ROBERTS: Well the member asked a valid question. I would like 

to know why we cannot get names. Public money - never before in the 

history of this Province have the government ever had the authority 

to lash out public money on loans without revealing names. Oh, they 

will say, cannot do it. It is not done anywhere else. No. The 

minister announces names of RDA loans. He has to, because the Government 

of Canada insists upon it. If RDA put up money then the loans are made 

public. Here they are quoting the minister's deputy minister; grants and 

loans totalling almost $250,000 and there they are spelled out. The 

Uaily News, the 2nd. day of September had that. It is a very interesting 

story. 
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Mr. ~obert:>. 

llow come the minister and the &ovcrnment of which he is 

l)nrr reCused to make public in this tlouse Ot' an}"oo'here else a list 

of the names? 1s it because they are ashame.d? Are they trying 

w h.ide something? Or ls it because the programm.e bas been one 

•>f the great mlshmasn snafus. ~IUl:lons of dollars gone and no 

jobs to show for it. How about the ~ewfoundland and labrador 

IA!velopr.1ent Corporation which seems to be turning out one of the 

~reJt di:;.:~sters of our time? A good idea , but t hey l>acked the Candet' -

whaLeve.T it wns called - the flying op~ration l.n Gander . iluoclreds of 

rhousnnds of clollazos gone the.re . Huncl::eds of thousands of dollars 111ore 

~on,• out ln that Octagon plant . Imagine, money Lo make hovercrafts. 

NR . IHIJt:OU'r: 1'hc (;rcen Bay mine. 

~lli. KOHJ::R'fS: 'l'hE> (:rccn llay mine. A good idea, but. no ch:mce ever to 

survive . woulcl 1 ik<' to sec the viabil ley. I woulcl like Lo see the 

lcasiblllLy studies tablecl here . 1 would like to see a revort from the 

~LUC.: as to hu"' many of their loans have gone wrong? How 1141ny taverns 

hav<: taey financed around this Province? 

I ~l? 



February 7, 1977 Tape 66 PK - 1 

Mr. NEARY: A little over $1 million. Now they are trying 

to get another one for a mining 

MR. ROBERTS: In area after area, disgusting, shocking. The 

money gone,and that is bad enough, but even worse than that, even 

worse than that,no jobs. You could maybe accept the money gone if 

there were some jobs. The Premier, again I hope I quote him 

correctly,said 1,800 jobs the NLDC had created. I would like to 

see them. I would like to see a list of them. 

MR. F. ROWE: This is the crowd who tell it the way it is. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, my friend from Bay de Verde (Mr. F. Rowe), Trinity-

Bay de Verde tells me this is the crowd~ the han. crowd that should be, 

I think - who were going to tell it the way it is. Distortions, 

deceptions, hiding things, that is what they do day after day, and 

time after time. Well now the Premier has made the statement 2,700 

jobs - is it here John? 

MR . J. NOLAN: Yes. 

MR. ROBERTS: ------- Let me see if I can find his very own words, Mr. 

Speaker. Where are we? Where are we? 2, 700 jobs. 11 The fact is, 

Sir, the Department of Rural Development have made loans in just 

under four years, they have established or have been responsible for 

creating 2,700 at a cost of $2,300 per job, and that is if the loans 

are not paid, $2,700.11 Now the press releases from the minister 

are directly different. As a matter of fact, the minister in his 

wisdom back on the 23rd. of April 1976 was claiming 3,400 jobs. 

Now that is an interesting little - here is his press release 

Seven hundred difference. 

MR. ROBERTS: ------- Oh yes, yes. Oh me! Yes, 3,368 jobs. 

Does it say what programmes? 

MR. ROBERTS: Rural Development Authority - and now mind you, that 

was, Sir, - on the figure I just gave you of 3,368 was the result of 

the meeting of Wednesday, February 25, 1976. Right? 3,368. By 

Harch 31 the Authority had held its forty-fifth meeting, and it had 
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Mr. Roberts: 

then raised up to 3,420 jobs, In other words,the result of the 

next meeting was a net loss of, or a net gain, I am sorry, of 

52 jobs. And yet, you know, the Premier now tells us 2,700. 

Well where is the truth? I do not think the minister was lying, 

and I do not think the Premier was lying. But both facts are not 

correct. And I say now -

I will exnlA1n 1~. 

MR . ROBERTS: The han. gentleman will have all the opportunity 

in the world to explain, Sir. I wish he would explain. He has been 

in the portfolio for a year and hiding things, a,nd trying to confuse 

and berate. I say now to the hon. gentleman let him speak in this 

debate and tell us where the 2,700 jobs are. Let him tell us how 

many repossessions there have been. Let him tell us how many jobs 

ate full-time and how many part-time. Let him tell us who got the 

names. You know, we can go on and on. Let him tell us about the 

man the man in Phillips Head who said;' Boy~I cannot even be seen 

with you, Mr. Roberts, because;' naming the han. gentleman,'' will soon be 

here," and he said,'' I have been a Liberal all of my life," he said. 

11 But if I voted Tory this time~' P .C., naming the candidate, the 

candidate did not know, anything <!,bout it,1'why I would'~ and I could 

take the gentleman from Exploits (Mr. Twomey) to the House, to the 

man today,"Boy. he said, I got in for a loa:n, me and my sons, we 

want a J-5. And the minister told me if I did not vote Tory I would 

never get it." I am not saying that is tr).le. i am only saying the 

man told me that, and he believed it to be t:rue. And he told me later, 

because I made it a point to check back1 that he did in . fact get the 

loan. 

He was better off than Peterview. The town of Peterview was 

promised a loan, and never did get it. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: ---·----- It would be unparliamentary for me to tell what I heard 

about you, but go on. 
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>lr. Speaker, 

SOMF. liON. M.EMS!-.:RS : Oh, oh ~ 

~-~OBERTS: the hon. genlteman from Grand r"alls, Sir, may say 

whatever he wishes subject to the rules of the House. He is getting 

l ow and dirty because he cannot answer with the truth. So all 1 say 

to him is let him,when his time comes,ans~er my questions, and then 

say whatever else he wants. Where are the 2,700 jobs? How many 

repossession$ have there been? Row many - I mean 1 have not 

counted the ones out in Grand Falls in the Highways' Depot. ~1y 

colleagues who drive in and out for sessions tell me that every time 

they come by there are more machines there. Why ~ill not 

19S 
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'~:_ROB.f:R_!C:: the !'lin1ster make names J'Uhl I.e of pconlll 

~N t tnp our 'llOney, 1\e\Jfoundland and Labrador l'lonnv, when 

l'lr taw"' ~Mkes l'uhlic,or hi.B ('lff i ci:lls make pul>lic Ottawa 

and 'lcwfoun<il:tnd money rnc loiPnts because 1\RJ)ll is ftfty-

f i ftv. 

'l_!t_. _ _.~-~ Ot tllwa r c> f\•Se!l en make the "iewfoundlan<l Devl"looment 

l.oan Boarrl 

'.!!~C!~tS.: Well t h<.>v sav t hen Ottavn should he 111ade t o 

nnsw<.>r . llut T snv t~cJ:"e is an incor.sistency even in the 

Mintscer's df'paJ:"tMenL llr wi.ll not mnke nuhlic Rural Devel oPlllent 

.'\utilorltv- the n:ltr.!'l': nf hnrrowers. llut hr t~ilJ mnke nubHc 

Lhc- n;unc of 'RUA horrowr.rs . You know, no pQssible rational 11nd 

:IC'Ceflt<~btc exolan:u:ton . There is an explanation and there :1 s 

n rn t lona) one. But i t is not acr.eptable . 

Mr. Snp.1ker, Pither the Premier or the.' minister were 

r :llHnr, chrour.h thelr hats . T.et us 1ust sef. whcre rhP 2,700 iohs 

nr<' II" t l•ls r.rl':~t Rur:1l ncvelopr•Pnt o\uth('lrltv . l·'f" have nl'vt•r bef'n 

n 11 <'"'<'d to <Jehatf" 1 t , never sc.'en other chan :ae once, one<': 'tr. 

I !m Rete! waf: t:1en thP 'fini.ster hefore he :net his fate at the 

lo:mds of thf' pl~ctors ~>f the district of TrinitY T\nv de 1.'erdr . 

And he Jlroclucerl chc ll~;t anti of course was just ahouc d:! smissf'd 

rrom th~ Cn~lnet a,:; a re,:;ult . 

Let us flntl ou t about the "'LJ>C:, Sf'E• our money . !-'her<> l~ 

ft r.olnP.? f'!n.~nc:i~ drive-ins , f:!nanci.nr. tnverns, ch at i;< I'ConoMi<" 

dcvl'lorrncnt? ~h thnt is ~reat economic develop1uent . Thnt i s reallv 

pettlnP. to tht> ~uts of O\lt: resources . Th<tt ls c:hr rxempl tfi.cation, 

'lr . !\neaker, of the t>remiP.r's nft sr:nted cli che'. We.' must do h<>st 

whnt we do bc,;t , (H' wl•atever 1t j,; he says. 

·~R...:_.''.t.A_R_Y..:_ • . .,rnnt ahout ~lr. Rcllt<tloh'? He 'i.s after hotline out . 

'ilt. WI\RY: ''o 11 nne! . ·--... · - -· .. 
:·~_llOf'FkTS: !loll:mol , RAll:md , Roland ,P.alland , 1\av d 'r.sooir • 

I I'Oilld ~o nn. The povcrOJI\ent have deliherately wi t hheld i nfonMtion 

r r on the lf('IU'<I' nn<l ~r.ore :h:m t ha t . That is serious enough . Sir . Thnt 

1 u li 
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~RQ_BF.RTS:_ is offence~enough. But they have failed to do the 

.ioh. If they had created the jobs,you know,you could at least 

say, all right, you have done something. 

There are not 2,700 jobs aut there. I do not know how 

many there are. I know there are not 2, 700. I know th•'"'P are not. 

Anrl how m.·my casP-s I have heard of, we all heard of men '~ho said, 

"They called me in to RDA. They wanted their loan paid. I said, 

'Boy 1 cannot pay the loan. T have had it rough the year. I cannot 

nay the loan. '" "Oh well, you lend it to us and we will lend it back 

to you," or words to that effect. ilow many? I do not know. I 

do not knnw. T have heard of a half dozen myself hut I .'lm sure there 

i.s not a member on our side who has not heard of that. It does not 

make it true. But we do hear,and the minister's refusal - now he will 

p,et up with his billingsgate and blatherskite and put thRt forth. If 

he wants to do that well and good. Let him also give the facts and 

if he feels that I am full of hot air,as he presumably does, 1 ;un 

11sinr, some narliamentary terms, he might want to use some others, 

then 1 sav to him let him expose me. I say simply where are the 

2,700 johs7 t do not think they exist. Arod I say the whole 

Rural Development Authorirv has heen an exercise in disast<'r 

with thousanrlfl Rn<l m:!] l tons of dollars of puh 1 i.e funds p,onP, 

fl<Juanderecl, Wilsted and not a job to show. 

111~. NF.ARV: Thev 11re like a hank. They do not have to give out the 

interest. The-.v are like a hank. 

MR. ROBERTS : They are like a hank except a bank has shareholders 

and the hank must answer to shareholders. The minister recognizes no 

:mthority. The elFctors of Bonavista - Trinity~Conception ~ave him 

one answer. 

Now what has heen the government's response to all this 

economic nrohlemJ'The 500 iohs! We talked about these earlier. 

The ')00 jobs, that is ten fn1· "Very district in the Island. Well 

that is going to make a rea~ r""~ hard assault on unemplovment down 

1 !l 'I 
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~!.'!.:...!.~~ my way, $It: . It is really ~oi.np, to knock thC'Ill down 

!.a Fen:yland . Ten 1obl' , ten jobs ofwl-ich at least five or 

six nre hound to he fellows on social as.sistance so they r,et 

turfed off so the minister p,ets at them and :o;avs, "Oh 

weJ 1 ~we clcnncd them ur, I!.Ot ehem off social,. asststance. " Ct>.t 

them off sta~ns. r.et UTC . That is t heir potf.rv. 

1\'ho:>rc arc the johs1 There !s nn nl anninP. r.one into it, 

no planninl!,, no forethour,ht, no policy, no philosophy , ;ust n frantic 

desire to trv tn s;"~y something to stave off.and then the Premier 

~~:ets ur and snvs . "We art> worried a bout ner.ativism. " Well he 

h:~s ttnocl r east"n to be. Of cours r the people of the Province arc> 

ncpntivco. Tht!y are nnly speakin~ the t r uth . The str<>at fi.P.ure 

"r that .'!clmi.nlstrntlon, ~fr • .lnhn Crosbie, the glanr amonp, the 

ri.r.mi<'s, Aavc up. :M<Ie his v,loom :1nd doom speech nn<l went .'!wnv. 

went nwnv. 

19 ~ 
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_]1R. ROBERTS: 

He was the best they had. Now where is their philosophy now? It 

is not in the Throne Speech. Where are the answers? Where are the 

programmes to deal with our resources? We are told all the time 

we have great resources, limitless resources. But when are we 

r;oing to r,et some benefit out of them? Let the government govern 

and if they cannot let them get out and we will govern. Then the 

member for Bay Of Islands (Mr. Woodrow) can say, "Where are our 

plans," and I shall tell him. But until then I quote his friend, 

his fervent admirer, his soul mate in political terms, the hon. 

gentleman for St. John's West in the House of Commons who said, 

"I have not got 8,000 civil servants." Funny how he changed from 

what he used to say when he was over there. 

}'fR. RIDEOUT: He told all of Canada. 

MR. ROBERTS: He told all of Canada that. Was it on the!A~ri~ 

Watson? 

HR. RIDEOUT: The Patrie~ W~~son. 

~'fR. ROBERTS: On the Patrick Watson Show exposed, laid out bare. 

So I say to the gentleman for Bay Of Islands (Hr. Woodrow) there 

is the chant. 

Meanwhile, his question more properly might be directed to his 

Premier. But he better be careful because~of course,entry into the 

Cabinet or for that matter as the Premier's secretary for Western 

Newfoundland is dependent upon the Premier. You cannot get elected 

to the Cabinet, Mr. Speaker, you cannot get elected to the Cabinet. 

AN HON. MEHBER: There is a secretary in Botwood too now. 

MR. ROBERTS: Although there is an assistant in Botwood, yes. 

That is the fellow who was othen1ise going to run for the nomination. 

And they could not take a chance on that so they had to hire him and 

persuade him not to seek the Tory nomination. What is the man's 

name? Billard? Mr. Derm Billard? 

MR • JH nEOUT: Billard, yes. 

MR. ROBERTS: Dave, Hr. nave, Dan or Dennis Billard. He is now 

a special assistant to the Premier. And I venture to say if anybody 

had sought the Tory nomination in Bonavista North we would have had 
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MR. ROBERTS: 

a special assistant to the Premier in Wesleyville and maybe one 

in Gambo. 

fP. : NEARY: Out in LaPoile,Al Evans was the winner twenty-

four hours after. 

MR. SIMI-IONS: Or Indian Bay. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes . 

MR. RIDEOUT : I wonder when he is going to appoint one i11 Harbour 

ne.ep . 

MR. ROBERTS: And, Mr. Speaker, you know a sordid, shabby record 

of public administration. 

MR. SIMMONS: Down in the Premier's office there is apparently one. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well there is one that is not used, that is the one 

here. And the others are at least used. 

The Premier on opening day my note showed he said as if this 

were a boast, "Unemployment is stable." "Unemployment is stable." 

I mean the Titanic is si~king but boy she is going down only one 

1Nay. She i's not going two ways. I have just finished reading the 

marvellously gripping book by Mrs. Cassie Brown, The Wreck Of The 

Florizel. ------ The gentleman for Bay Of Islands (~lr. Woodrow) would 

be interes~ed to know I had a great uncle who died on the 

Florizel,a B>~ggs from Curling. He lost his life on the Florizel 

>~ long with many, many other people. It is a very, very magnificant 

book. And I mean the Florizel, the captain there drove her right 

on Horn Reef off Cappahayden, drove her right hard fast ashore. 

She only went one way too, straight ashore onto the rocks. And 

the Premier says, "Unemployment is stable". The only connection 

with that is it is more reminiscent, the Premier's policy, of the 

product of a stable. "Unemployment stable"! As if that was an 

achievement! 

Sir, let me talk for a moment about the fishery. I am glad to 

s ee that the ~linister of Fisheries is passing through St. John's and 

has j oined us today . I welcome him. It is very nice to see him. 

2 il n 
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MR. ROBERTS: 

Now we have a number of references in this Throne Speech today to 

the fishery. I will not bore or weary honourable gentlemen by 

reading them. As courtesy to His Honour, the Governor, we heard them 

once but that is surely enough. The Minister of Fisheries was not 

here earlier when I read some of the previous references to the 

fisheries in previous Throne Speeches. But all I can say is that the 

ghost writer who wrote this speech is no better than Mr. George 

NcLean when he wrote the previous speeches. The previous speeches 

were much more effective. 

It is not even warmed over hash, you know, the fisheries platfo~ 

or programme. We all agree that the fishery is a vital part of this 

Province and it may not be a lot in dollars. I am glad to hear it 

is gone up seventeen per cent although the minister could hardly claim 

credit for that. Indeed of the $70 million in it at least $50 million 

has come from Ottawa. It is shocking what Ottawa has put into - not 

shocking, I mean, not shocking that we have too much - but it is 

shocking how much of the fishery is directly government supported. 

Is it three cents a pound and six cents a pound for the plants and 

then two cents a pound for each fisherman as well? 

absolutely incredible. 

You know, 

The minister cannot claim, I would not think, very much credit. 

\fuatever credit he can properly claim I will gladly give him. But 

there is no fishery policy in this administration. They say they 

have worked out some plans, but where are they? If ever an area 

of our activity deserved some attention by government, not just the 

words. I mean we have had enough words. If words were fish, Sir, 

we would all have 100 quintals each in the store by now. But if 

ever an area would pay off - it is a relatively high employment 

sector of our economy. 

20! 
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MR. ROBERTS: may only be $70 millions out of a Gross ------
Provincial Product of $2.6 or $2.7 billions. That is 3 per cent , 

five per cent of our Gross Provincial Product, the value of 

the fisheries. But what it represents in jobs is immense. 

~~-DOOD'0._ Fifteen per cent. 

MR. ROBERTS: The minister says fifteen per cent. 

Very significant! Very large per cent! And not only a large 

per cent of our work force but even more importantly is the 

way in which those jobs are distributed. Because in large parts 

of this Province if it were not for the fishery there would be 

no work, no work at all, no productive economic work. The 

gentleman from Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) used to name the 

districts, I t~ill not bother, but in district after district 

going around the coast if it were not for the fishery there 

would be precious little work, and in many of those districts 

there would be no work at all. 

But what have the government done? 

l~e have had all the words. My heavens, we have had more -

j s l t fiye ~1inisters of Fisheries in five years? An insurance 

company would not sell the Minister of Fisheries a policy even 

for a term. He have had five ministers. We had one of the 

colossal scandals of our nistory in the gear replacement 

programme, and I hasten to say that the minister was not in any 

way, ministerially or otherwise,responsible for that. It was 

his colleague the gentleman from Gander (Mr. Collins) who was 

the minister responsible and who will have to bear the heat 

tvhen the truth comes out. The minister came to that late and 

the minister does not have to answer,does not have to answer 

except in that he is there now, he is the buckle there now, We 

have had five ministers. We have gone up and down the scale . 

We had Mr. Roy Cheeseman,who gave it up in despair after six 

or eight months, chucked it in, resigned his seat in the Cabinet, 

resigned his seat in the House thereupon doing the additional 

service of allowing my friend,the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir 
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MR. ROBERTS: ------ (Mr. Simmons) to be elected to the House 

of Assembly. 

Bringing untold benefits to the district 

as well. 

MR. ROBERTS: I have no doubt, although they never did 

build the road to Conne River that the Premier promised them, did 

they? I think the - he is not here, The gentleman from Humber 

East (Dr. Farrell) was the Minister of Transportation then. Did they 

not go down there one night and promise it? I remember reading of 

a promise and a dance. 

MR. SIMMONS: That is right. 

MR. ROBERTS: They got the dance but not the promise. 

MR. SIMMONS: The Minister of Tourism. 

MR. ROBERTS: The Minister of Tourism,was it? Was he 

in charge cif it then? 

MR. SIMMONS: That is right. 

MR. ROBERTS: That was the day,remember?when the Tory 

Cabinet announced that the twenty trawlers were about to sail? 

There was a picture of a trawler there and, you know, if you did 

not read too carefully you would say, "Boy~there is one of them. 

That is the first one coming off the ways now. She will be 

steaming up here and out of McCallum any day to put her to shore 

in the McCallum fish plant or the Francois fish plant, or over 

there in Sandyville. 11 And that was when the ?Unister of Justice 

distinguished himself by campaigning - remember in Seal Cove? 

MR. SIMMONS: Seal Cove too. 

MR. ROBERTS: And the result of Seal Cove was that we 

had 110 votes and the Tories had twenty. And after the minister 

went dawn there and had a mass meeting they got five.and we got 

150. 

MR. SIMMONS: ------ Correction, they got six. 

MR. ROBERTS: Six, was it? 

But, Mr. Speaker, to come back to the 

Fisheries Department, Mr. Foy Cheeseman gave it up in despair. 

Now I am trying to remember who was next. 
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MR. R. MOOll.P.S: The Premier had it for a while did he not? 

MR. ROBERTS: The Premier had it for a while but he 

did not give it up in despair, he did not know he had it. Who 

was next? The member from Gander (Mr. H. Collins) then became 

the Minister of Fisheries. He was an unmitigated disaster as a 

Minister of Fisheries. He cannot say a word in his defence. His 

only thing is to plead nolo contendere~in the American terminology. 

The story of that gear insurance 

programme- a man who was warned by his officials that the 

programme was hopelessly out of control and it was open to all 

the possible abuses - I do not think he knew of any abuses. I 

do not think he was aware of any potentially criminal activity, 

of course not, but a man who is so inept at administration that 

he had that \~arning - and I say to the Hinister of Fisheries the 

warning is down there in the files yet in the form of memoranda 

from the officials and the minister may well have seen th~m since 

he hecame the minister. But the member for Gander (Hr. H. Collins) 

was best forgotten. The best thing that can he said about him is 

that he left the office of Minister of Fisheries. That is the 

hest thing that can be said about his role. 

Then we got Mr. John Crosbie who was 

the best. Was it Kipling who said, "Send forth the best ye breed." 

Well, Mr. John Crosbie went into the br.each and I have no doubt he 

put his formidable intelligence to work,and his incredible 

capacity to work,to master detail and he laboured mightily like 

the mountain and in due course produced~and every fisherman 

eventually got a little green book called the Fisherman's Handbook. 

MR. NOLAN: -------- With his picture. 

MR. ROBERTS: ------- Did it have a picture of Mr. Crosbie in it? 

MR. RIDEOUT: Yes it did. --·-·----

MR. ROBERTS: Well I am glad. So it was worth it. 

It was worth it. In every home in my district tonight that book is 

treasured, and it is gotten out religiously before supper and read 

responsively as in the Gregorian chant. 
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Mr. Roberts. 

but it is not better than Dr. Carter's little liver pills. 

MR. SIMMONS: It is a better parallel than you think. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, it is more like castoria than Mr. Chase's almanac. 

But anyway~Mr. John Crosbie~and whatever he and I may 

think of each other's political attributes and careers, I have 

a very healthy respect, deservedly so, for Mr. Crosbie. We will 

miss him in this House. I mean it will not be half as much fun. 

There is not ten of them over there together who can equal Mr. Crosbie. 

I am sure the gentleman from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) will miss him, the jousts 

back and forth. He will miss him. There is nobody over there who can even 

hold the garment of Mr. Crosbie. 

MR. NEARY: 1 am tempted to ;!,O up to Ottawa, to try to get elected, and 

to go up to OLtawa so I can take him on again. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, I think, Ottawa deserves that, and I think it would 

be a fair exchange. I think it would be a fair exchange. 

MR. DOODY: That would pay up for all the thirty years of equalization 

grants. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, that was well said by the Minister of Finance 

that that would pay up for all the thirty years of equalization grants. 

But in any event Mr. Crosbie, with all his strength and 

attributes, who came to grips with the fisheries, his efforts turned to 

mush and jelly, and he made no more impact on the fisheries policy of this 

Province or in the lives of the fishermen of this Province than if he, 

Sir, had never gone closer than going down to the harbour and looking. 

It is just what he accomplished, nothing. It was like the man who put 

his fist into a bowl of jelly, and ahen he had taken out his fist the 

bowl of jelly was unaltered and unchanged. We have done nothing in the 

fisheries. 

Now we get anothe~ minister, a man who has great ambitions, 

who believes as Napolean does that every corporal carries a field marshall's 

baton in his knapsack. I encourage him, and commend him. The Premier will 

be retiring at some point as Leader of the P.C. Party . He will be retiring 
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Hr. Roberts. 

as Premier rather shortly,I would think. But in ten, twenty or 

thirty years the Premier is bound - I say to the han. gentleman 

that Premiers have a habit of liking the job. I can testify to 

that. And he feels with some discretion and some discernment 

that the fisl1eries portfolio is a very good place for a man to 

make a mark in public life. So it is. That is an honourable and 

the proper thing for the minister to believe. I would give him 

every encouragement. The only thing is that I wish he would start 

il.thRt he Hould do something. We have had a year now of flitting 

around the Province. And every time I am in an airport anywhere 

all 1 see is every senior official of the Department of Fisheries 

with a long face, except when the minister is not looking at them, 

with a long face, and you say, "How are you to day~blank?" Because 

most of the men I have known for years. And they say, "Well, we are 

off to such and such a place for another little blankety-blankety 

conference." And blankety-blankety are not parliamentary words. You know, 

so we have had the conferences, and I gather we are going to have another 

one here next month, are we? We will have a time. 

MR. W. CARTER: I have nP.ard no complaints . 

HR. ROBERTS: No, they have complained ever since. They say, "What 

does he Jo? When is he going to do something?" And I mean if the minister 

would like I would reveal the letters that l1e and I have exchanged 

from fishermen after fishermen. No, they are delighted to see the minister. 

Some of them even remember him from the once he visited them when he 

was their member fifteen years ago, delighted to see him, happy. And, you know, 

I do not want to disparage - it would be wrong of me in every way - the 

minister for going out and listening to the fishermen of this Province. 

1 suspect what he heard is what he ought to have known anyway. Has there 

been a meeting where the Gear Insurance Programme did not come up in 

some form? They are not all Wallace Holletts. Mr. Hollett makes a 
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particularly strong mark,as my friend from Burin - Placentia West 

(Mr. Canning) can tell. But as there been a meeting where a 

fisherman has not stood up and said, "What about the Gear Insurance 

Prograunne, Sir?" 

MR. w. CARTER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. w. CARTER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

There was one meeting. 

Where? 

Port aux Basques. 

Well that is the only one then. 

They do not get it out there anyway. 

All right. That is the only one I will wager of all of them. 

They had the subsidy programme for last year. 

You know, and yet in 1972 -when the present minister 

was up in Ottawa as the then member for St. John's West - at that stage 

the government made a solemn commitment. It was in a Throne Speech. I will 

put it in the words of the Governor - when Bill Saunders did his bit for 

MR. ROBERTS: 

his country, that day- and said, "There will be a Gear Insurance Programme." 

And five years have come and five years have gone and gear has come and 

gear has gone. The programme has not come. Members go and members come. 

Ministers of Fisheries come and go. If the Minister of fisheries -

I do not know how long he will be granted the privilege of being in that 

office. I have no idea what the Premier plans. I hear there is another 

Cabinet shuffle coming and, you know, indeed I hear the Minister of Finance 

may be relieved of that duty, and I know that would please him. That 

may prevent the Premier from doing it but, you know, it may be gossip. I 

do not know if it is true or not, and I do not really care. But however 

long the Minister of Fisheries is given the responsibility and the privilege 

of being the Minister of Fisheries, if he can come to grips with this one 

issue, the Gear Insurance Programme, he will have done more than the whole 

Tory Government in the last five years for the fishermen of this Province. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: And I will be the very first to stand here or anywhere 

else. 

MR. W. CARTER: We will. 
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~IR . ROBERTS: We will. Well I believe that . l believe the hon. 

gentleman except I have heard it before and before and before and 

before . 

~IR . W. CARTER: Not from me. 

MR . ROBERTS : No , not from the minister , no. He set up a committee. 

But I have heard it f rom his predecessors, and they are all one 

hon . group. 

SO~ HO~ . ME~:BERS : Rear, hea.r! 

~IR . RO'BERTS : You know , a Cabinet has continuity. A Cabinet 

has a flo~ from one to the other, and the minister has only been Fisheries 

}!iniscer - for what ? - a year and a half or thereabouts. Hut there 

was a ~linlster o.f Fisheries before him, 

20~ 
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:!P~·~BF.nT<;_: and nne he forE' that , anti one l•cfore thRt. and one 

hP.fora thM. , think then you came back to my friend from 

l'e>r.n. who w.1s thlo' "iinister of fisheries in n much better 

admi.nJstrntlnn. 

ThP hon . ~encleman cannot choose that. Indeed 

H th<' hon. P.<'ntlel'lnn hac! his way he miy,ht have been Minister 

of f1sherir.s ln thnc same better administration many years aj'lO . 

W<'ll he that as it mav, that is IJater ~one under many 

hridl'lCS 1 11 lonp. tilllc :lP,O . 

CAPT . !HNSOR: Thcv are more choosey now. 

"'R . Rnl\F.RT~: _,. .. _,. ___ _ Yt>s 1 well th.1t i.s why he did not P.<'t i.n . Rut, 

~r. Sneaker , if thP "finlste~ nf Fisher ies wants nne thinl'l he 

can do that. l.ct mc ,:ti.ve him a second. What about the ~<':It' 

hank? "<' h.we been promis~d thnt. I chink it 1.s a r.ood ictea . 

"tr . r.ros ilie hnd some! of his hri.ght little friends at tht> 

univt>rsitv rln n l ittle studv for hi111 from whi.ch he read us carefully 

cdi.tC'cl V<'rllinns . You know~sel ectecl naray,r::tphs which purported 

to inrli.cntC' thnt the stcar h:mk was not a r.ood idea . He would 

not. tnble thP who I I' studv . He would not m.:~ke lt nuh lie . 

Now what :~bout the ;>no mi.le 11m1.t? ~II' 1~ere told tt 

was th" New .1rrus:tl('m nnd T .'!m sure I could ~to back throu~h 

llans.'lrcl!'l llnd find Sf'leech aftt>r sneech in which people said . 

'Tf onlv we hncl the 200 mile limit ." Then subseouently when we 

had thP 200 nile limit, we have got it now, oroblems! All 

WP hPRr nnw is we nrc in trouble a,:tain. Tt is no t as wP thought it 

...nn]cl h(' . am not sayinr. that - the Province did not brinR tn 

the> :>on mile> lfmft and the> Province did not ~a~~ke the ll'.an.B,Rement 

nl:lns . No on<' is not responsible fo-r that . But T have not heard o-r 

sc<'n or hcc<'rnc nware of any ~trc:tt initiatives o-r pL'InS taken by 

th<' l'rovtnce>. with t'PSpect to it . We are told there are lonp;liner 

ftC'ets ,th;H qoml'thin;. is P.OinP. to he done . l.ct mt- see if T can find 
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M.~ !lO'!_F~T_<;_: thf" fi.r.urc~ hcrc . T had tht>m - r c:mnot p..ct H~ures 

on the ~r.c or our flcets. T rang, or had one of mv pcoplP rinR 

the C:hainn:m of the Fishina Industry Advisorv,was ic, Mr . Runert 

J>rtnce . whnt('ver that hoard is called, who I think i.s very 

knowlc.ds;e:1hlc> . T think the minister will ap,ree 'In<! 'ir. Prince, 

T :m sure,woul<l p,ive us any info't"lll<ltion that was f'lllhlic nncl would 

not ~ive us .1nvthi.n2. t:hnt Rhould not be j\lven to us . 1\n<l th;tt 1.s 

f;tir. To ~et some information on t he a~e of our fleets,hecAuse 

T sm:pect onr fll'Pt~ :trf' v.etti.nr. pretty old rip,ht now nnrl they 

ncNI t<> hf' rcl'laced,anrl t wns told thC'r e werc no ff~urN~ <tvailahlc . 

Thc>v woulct h.1vc en he run Lhrour,h the comf'u~cr :md tt wnuld cost 

C:l'ifl. Anrl thcy sntrl,wcll the Ooposition has limitcd and recentlv 

lncre:lS <"d tw n modicum onoositton rellearch funds but vou know we 

.erc not r.oinr. to l:~sh out $?.50 on thnt . 1\lthourh if t he minister 

<'an ret thl" lnfonnati.on T think it would hc e>f ~trcat v;llue nnrl 

fntcrest to the Jlntu~e. to all of u,;, 

~••t T am tolrl that therP are nine tv offshore trawlE' r s 

!n this l'rov1nce . Th!'r!' arc 1 ,000 lonv.li.ners. Thcre are 1? . 1'100 

r<'plstcr<'tl ronmercf11l fishin~ ve10scJ..s and therP. 'lre ll,O'lO small 

hn:a·q thlrtv-flv<' fe<'t or ]Pss 1n this l'rov1.nC'e tod11y. r dn not 

'''w" 010 ar.C' hrcnl<rio~o.'ll hut l ~hould ima~ine that nf those thnns.1nds 

nf lnnr.lin<>rs there hav<> not h<>cn 100 ftuilt 1n thc pnst rwo '-"ears . 

me :O.'f'l\llY: ThPy r-annnt r.c:t a licence . 

'!'hey cannot r,C't l:lcenCPS or money. '! mt:'an they have 

<'llt off hnrh . 

~...:.l'-·_ft\~ER.=.. Talk to vour friends jn Ottalia. 

'l!~_l:!l~· Mf'"'P~q_: P.vrrythlnr, is Ottawa . 

IIR. ROJ\1'1!1''\ : Ann wh;tt ts a lon~Jiner ~ood for? Ten , fiftccn years. 

'rhe Minister of Fillhertes S:lys talk to ny friends in Ottawa. lie 

r,<tvt' no tlttawn tn come b:u~k here. lf he wants to tnik tc:> ntcawn 

why cl Ltl hi' (live no :1 sPnt 1n thr- House c:>f Commons? llc r.nve up to come 

h:1ck herl" to try rn do se>mPthinr. and all WI' have heard since is 

whln\n~ nf "Oh well. r.o to Ottawa. " 
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'IR ·-~-!lf'RT~:. Ot: t:~w:~ put ~t.O mil linn into flshe r i es in this 

Province ]:lst vcar . Th£> Province nut ~1\ million in . () f the 

total net landt'd value of $1'\0 million or $70 mi ilion Ottm~a 

nut u~ $40 million . There would no~ hD D fishery wi thout 

ntrawn . 

CAI'T . WlNSOR: ll£>:t r! lle:tr! ______ ... -· 

'1R . Rlli\F.RTS: t flo no~ thlnk Ottawa ill nerfect . Tht> minister 

went to Ottnwn or tht> PrE'~ier did and asken for a 1oint venture 

of 20 ,nno tons of f isl1. that is what he asked Ottawa f or, 20 , 001) 

tc>ns, t'Ver y l:lst cod's hpad t hey could drag out of t hat llamiJ ton 

Tt is not incorrect . 1t is not incorrect . Tt 

Is not incorrf'ct . If the Premier says it is T must accept his 

1~onl. llut lt is not Jncorrect . \dll come to joint ventu~:e11 . l>'e 

will hnv(' a chnnc(' for a chat on !oint ventures tonight or to~orrow 

or Weclnf'sd:tv. l~hencver we r.ct :lt it. !lecause t here :lre a fe·"' 

'111<'Stinns ahont joint venturi's which have not hcen answered . 

~~K~ • .f.AR!E.R :_ 

MR . FO_~RTS: 

That is r ight . 

But the :-li.nister of F'isher1t>s savs ~o to Ot t awa . 

r.n to Otti\W:1 :1nd Mwe the Hsherv in this Provi nce tim!\ and t i me 
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Mr. Roberts: 

again, and again, and again. They have not done enough. They have 

not done too much. But what they have done is no thanks to the 

minister. What has the minister done? Name me one thing that 

has resulted from Ottawa, as the result of the minister's year and 

a half in office? One thing? I mean I cannot think of any. And 

1 do not know all of them. There may be a hundred. And I was talking 

about boats, I said there are 1,000 longliners, and I will wager 10 

per cent of them, 100 are less than two or three years old, and all 

the rest are older than that, and many of them I suspect are ten and 

fifteen years old, and should be replaced. The ninety offshore 

trawlers, ninety of them, what? half of them are ten years old? My 

friend from Fortune-Hermitage (Mr. J. Winsor) manned a trawler fleet 

for a number of years, Is that a good guess? Maybe half the trawlers 

in this Province are ten years old? 

MJL J. WINSOR: More than that. 

MR. ~OBf.~T..§..:. The first ones built at Marystown are ten years old 

now. 

t::i 3_:_~_S:ANNING: Over half of them. 

MR. ROBERTS: You --- ----- know, what plans exist? The t:W'enty trawler 

plans was not a bad idea. I do not know why the government did not 

carry through with it. Think where we would be today if we had even 

ten trawlers available to send out instead of having to go to charter 

foreign ships. You know, there is fish out there. I know the Gulf 

is restricted now in redfish, and the management plan is, you know, 

a ~ainful one. It may be inescapably painful, I do not know. But 

where would we be if we had ships? It is not a bad plan. It had 

problems, I knovl it had weaknesses, I know the Premier got advice 

from many people not to go through with it, presumably that is why he 

did not go through with it. But for once the Premier was on the right 

track. What are we going to do with our vessels? You cannot get 

lon~liners now. We are not even building enough, I say to roy friend 

from LaPoile (Mr. Neary),to replace the ones that are lost each year 
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or worn out. 

Where are you going to get the money? A longliner now is 

$100,000 or $200,000. No fisherman can afford it. I know the 

minister has set up a committee again, we have got committees in 

everything, and if the minister had his way the ten commandments would 

not have been brought down from the mountain1instead we would 

have had a·committee come down from the mountain to give us the 

ten commandments, and we would never &et them, we would have had 

three and a quarter. 

AN HON. MEMBER: --------- We would go up but not come down. 

~1R. ROBERTS: -------- \Vhat are we going to do to get our fishermen into 

new gear? A half cent a pound is not the answer. A !audible idea. 

It is a different way to do it, div!de up $1.5 million. But I have 

not found a fishermen yet who thinks it is the answer. They welcome 

it, sure. I would welcome it,too. But I have not found anybody who 

thinks j t is an answer. You know, you go through the fisheries, 

Mr. Speaker, our fisheries policy as a province, and there is no 

policy. We are getting the same trite, tired, trashy, old statements 

in the Throne Speech saying reprocessing. What have they done to 

further repossesing? Five years ago we were promised it. There have 

been even a pilot progranune on it, an experimental programme. 

AN liON. MEMBER: Admiral's Beach. 

~R. ROB~RTS~ No,not to reprocess, Admiral's P.each was a filleting 

plant, a nice, lovely little plant down there. It does not create 

any more jobs,all it does,is they are there in Admiral's Beach instead 

of somewhere else, Harbour Grace 1wherever that fish is taken. And if 

it improves thf' quality of fish then good. That is obviously an 

essential thing. 

But five years ago we were promised further - I read the 

words, I forget them , I will find them if you want, They are here 

somewhere - further processing was the great breakthrough. Oh the 
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l'remicr used to get up and wax eloquent; there was not going to be 

~ piece of breaded fish in North America that had ever swam in 

our wat ers that did not get its coating of bread here in our 

own shores before it wen t off to be eaten in the Boston states . 

t!.&.:_ J.~ERTS: I think the industry have made some progress , 

but t do not think. the government have done anything to help them 

one way or the other. And we are going to t alk of loans, and 

additional capital. What additional capital? What new capital 

have come into the fisheries in t his Province in the last five yea rii? 

Atlantic Sugar gave up , Fishery Products took it over. And whatever 

that is that is not new capital . the government hold a 40 per cent 

sh~re in Fishery Products, and all chat happened was the lease was 

transferred fr~~ one firm to anot her , the buy-hac~ lease. 

t~~~~RTS: 8. C. Packers gave it up on Harbour Breton, and 

arc r.oing . The Nelpack interests gave up in Isle aux Mores, and they 

are owned by Westons, by George ~eston -

HR._!!!~..:.. 1'he same owners . 

!"h~9~ And another arm of the corporuc empire, the Weston 

F~npirc the Connor Brothers planr,is lt? in New Brunswick , their 

operation, whlch is owned by l~estons as much as Loblaws arc or all 

the other things . 

~.!.19!'1·-~~ Burnt Islands. 

'II\. P.OBERTS: Burnt Island? No I do not think Westons owned ----··----
the Burnt Islnnds . 
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_MR. ROBERTS; 

But the fact remains that it is not new capital coming into the 

business. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Why did they give up then? 

~m. ROBERTS: Why did they give up? I think they just moved it 

from one corporate arm to the other. I am told it was a tax loss 

situation. 

MR. NEARY: A marriage of convenience, that is all. 

MR. ROBERTS: It was a tax loss situation, I am told. Now I do 

IB-1 

not really know. I can assure the hon. gentleman I am not privy to 

the Weston or any other corporate empire's secrets. But I mean 

both firms are owned by the Weston empire, the Garfield Weston-is 

it? - empire. 

DR. FARRELL; Why did they stop processing? 

MR. ROBEPTS: I did not say they stopped processing. 

MR. NEARY: They wanted to use the plant,! suppose,for another 

loan from the government under a different company. 

MR. ROBERTS; But the point is, you know, I am trying to establish 

whether any new capital has come into the fisheries in this Province. 

Perhaps the Minister of Fisheries will be kind enough to tell us, 

or the Premier. What are the government doing to attract new capital? 

I have not heard of any new capital coming in. I have heard of capital 

going out. I have heard of firms giving up and going. Booth have 

put a big expansion in Fortune down in Grand Bank district. That 

d1d not result in a lot of capitalfrom them. Most of that came from 

nP~E, the federal government, one way or another. 

Mr. Speaker, the record in fisheries has been dismal and dull and 

dreary. I hope the present minister can reverse that. I encourage 

him to do it. I plead with him to do it. I welcome him doing it. 

If he can do what all of his colleagues have not been able to do, 

then more power to him. And I would be the very first to say so, the 

very first. 
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MR . RIDEOUT: You forgot the other Minister of Fisheries, The 

Minister of Transportation was going to put the plant down in Old 

Perlican, 

IB-2 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh yes, I had forgotten that. Maybe the minister 

when he speaks can deal with that. I would like to know about the 

plant in Old Perlican, the }!inister of Transportation announced; 

when that will be started, when the sod will be turned and when it 

will be starting and all the things about it. Because as I recall 

it the Minister of Transportation-did he not take a helicopter and 

an executive assistant down -

MR. NEARY: On a Sunday afternoon. 

MR . ROBERTS : - on a Sunday afternoon and went down to Old Perlican 

and - I am not ~ure if he made the announcement there or if the 

announcement was made in The Dai1y News. 

l~R. SU1MONS: Went down to see his friend. 

J:!R. . ROBERTS: Has he got a friend in Old Perlican? 

MR. MORGAN: I think so. 

MR. ROBERTS: Have you got a friend there? 

HR. SIMHONS: He is a bit cuter. 

MR. ROBERTS: But in any event he went down there. 

AN UON. MEMBER: The second member. 

}1R. ROBERTS : No, the ex-member. The people of Old Perlican turned 

down there previous member. Indeed the member who was there, I 

would remind the Premier, had to be shuttled up to go down before 

the gentleman for Burgeo-Bay D'Espoir (Mr. Simmons). 

of the benefits of redistribution. 

_IIJ.'O HON . ~1EMBER : The leadership thing. 

MR. ROBERTS: The leadership thing, I am delighted. 

That was one 

We are going 

to have a leadership campaign but ours is open~unlike what the Premier's 

colleagues are doing to him all the time. 

Sm '.I! RON • HEHBERS: Hear, hear ! 

MR. ROBEP:rs: Now, Mr. Speaker, as I was saying I wish the Minister 

of Fisheries when he speaks, as hopefully he will in this debate - I mean~ 
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_MR. ROBERTS: 

I will shut up in due course and let him get on and his colleague 

over here, the gentleman for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan),who is 

trying to recapture the parliamentary reputation which he had before 

he came into this House. But I want the minister please to tell 

us, you know, when the plant is going to start because, as I recall 

it, the ~!inister of Transportation, there were no ifs or ands, it 

was categorical. He announced it. We all thought it was somewhat 

unusual. ~le thought the minister should have at least been told 

about it in advance and given -

AN RON. MEMBER: nREE turned it down. 

MR. ROBERTS: nTUlE turned clown the application the ~!inister of 

Transportation announced. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No. 

HR. ROBERTS: No, that is l'hat I - we will deal ~if you wish, with 

the Alec 'Moores one in due course. But I am talking not about ~'r. 

Alec Moores. I am talking about the one that the hon. member for 

Bonavista South (Mr. Horgan) announced on one of his visits. 

_MR. NEARY: It involved Connor Brothers of Canada. 

~ffi. ROBERTS: Quite possibly. I mean it involved some other people 

too who have since found other diversions for their time. But I 

mean it was somewhat unusual because to begin with the Minister 

of Transportation - there might be three reasons why the Minister 

of Transportation would go there; One was,it was his portfoli.o. 

Well I mean he might as well worry about fisheries because his record 

on roads is dismal. We will deal with that in due course. 

The second might be that he ran there. Well he has run a number 

of places. He ran for the nomination in Bonavista North back in 

1971,and the present member for Kilbride (M~ Wells) and the 

gentleman for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) had a bit of a tussle 

which was not carried out in the dark of night. It got quite public. 

But he has never to my knowledge even sought the nomination in 

whatever constituency the town of Old Perlican was contained in. It 

cannot be that reason. 
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'IR. ROSEP'CS : 

W11s he botn there? No . Re first saw light, if that is the 

phrase ,or drew breath - 1 do not think he has seen the light yet -

on Flat Islands out in Bonavista Bay ~which 1 guess is probably in 

the Bonavi sta North constituency although I have not checked the 

map . There is nobody liv ing there r ight no"'. 

Hr . Speaker -

A..'i HON . !!EMBER: fie is taking on Joe C"..l.ark now. 

1-fR . ROBERTS: Oh he is taking on Joe Clark now, is he? Well, 

somebody has. I mean you have heard of the new Tory leadership 

convention . They are going to have a circle and fire in . 

MR. NEARY: Think of lhe dama&e he is doing on PEl . 

~tR . ROBERTS: lolhat is that? I did not hear that one. 

MR. NEARY : I s the Premier going to recall him from PEl before 

he does any more damage? 

HR . ROBERTS: You know the Minister of Tr ansportation in the 

old days, you know, when Mr . Crosbie was there, was not allowed to 

go to Otta~a ~thout Mr. Crosbie going with him. 

HP. . SDIMOXS : WelJ let us face it . I t i s better than having him 

her e . 
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MR. ROBERTS : ---·-·-·--- Yes. Anyway, Mr. Speaker, T .In not know if thE> 

GovernmE"nt llouse Leader in his mtnlificence wants to call it 

six o'clock. I may he a quarter through my preliminary remarks 

here. The problem is I say to the House Leader, he may not have 

been here at the time, that his colleague from Bay Of Islands, 

who is the n~w in~Pllectual giant on the Tory side,has replaced 

Mr. Crol':b"i r- > as the driving force in the administration, has -

we] 1 I mea1• we have come ahead. We are making progress, that he 

invited me to sneak for three or four days anrl the more I think of 

it the more T think it may be a good idea. My colleague now may 

desert pn masse, other things to do -

~. SIMMONS: Either you or him. 

"!R. RORFRTS: Well m·: collear,ues say if it is either me or the 

p.entleman from Rav of Isl~nds they would 1ust as soon have me. 

T am grateful gentlemen. grateful, grateful. 

nut anyway, Mr. S1>eaker, if the House Leader prefers, 

T shaJl caJl it six o'clock and we can adjourn to whatever 

hour he mav he able to persuade the Rouse to arliourn to. The 

rules say three o'clock tomorrow,and then we will come back and 

deal with whatever business the government wants. And I have a 

few more thoughts for the Minister of Fisheries and then one or two 

other suh1ects, 1oint ventures, a few things l lqould like to touch 

n)'lon jn this brief intro<luction to the affairs of the Province 

as we see them. So I shall move the adjournment if that is 

in order, Mr. Speaker. 

~~ON. MF.MRF.RS: Hear! Hear! 

"!R. HICKMAN: ------- MR. Speaker, with the consent of hon. members 

I move that the remaining orders of the day do stand deferred 

and that this hon. House on its rising do ad;ourn until tomorrow 

Tuesday, at two o'clock. 
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'IR. RORF.RTS :_ :Oit' . Speaker. 

~f'R. SPF.AKF.ll: The hon . Lea<ler of the Opposition . 

~R. ROBF.RTS : This of course requires unamimous co~~cnt becausP 

it is A chanA~ in Standing Orders,and ! a~ prepared to consent 

if we can have an understanding the Rous~ is not to meet tonorrow 

ni~ht. T think the feeling on our side is that it is very 

~arly to r,et into niAht sessions . New if the p,overnrnent are 

Aoinr. to <'o Into ni~ht sessions 

M"R. J. NOLAN: 

'Ill.. ROBERTS : 

They want to g~t the House closed . 

- and to my knowled~e there has been no consultation 

hetwecn the HouRc- lt>aders on this . if: the government feel "'e must ~o 

~nto nt~ht st>llsions this early or. then r.erhaps we should not co:ue 

here until three tomorrow. But if we are meeting from two until 

six then I for one will aRree. 

MR . SPEAKER : 

'1R. lltCKKAN: 

The hon . House Leader. 

Mr. Speaker, it is true t hat T have ~ot discussed 

It wi.th tht> hon . the Rouse Leader,btlt the hon. gentle!IIA1l, the 

~C'ader of the Opposition and T have discussed it and r have 

i.ndicatc.>d to him I woulcl like ,1 vould hope~th:\t we could comt11ence 

sittinAS ~s arncarerl to be very satisfactory last year, sittin~ 

at twn in the afternoons, orenin~ at two on ~ondavs. Tuesdays, 

Thur~davs nne! then Fri.dnvs nt ten o'clock and 1-lednesdav, Private 

~lcmhl"rs' Ony 1nt three . And I agree with the hon. Leader of the 

Oppo!<itton thllt it needR un:mi.mous consent, If \.:e do not have 

unanimous consent we do not have it and we ct~n S!O hack to 

thr<'C o 'clocl- . 

I would think, Mr. Speakl'r. that the hu!iiness of th~> 

House coulcl be very expeditiously carried out and hon. r,cntlelllen 

nccommodnted by sitting the hours that we sat last session . But, 

you know 1 if IJe have not ROt the unnnimous consent then it is unt i~ 

three o' c lock tomorrow. 
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!>.ffi. S'PF.AKER: The hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NF.ARY: --- - - Mr. Speaker, J would be prepared,like the Lel'lder 

of the Opposition, Sir, to r,ivc the government consent for the 

House to meet from t~•o ulltil six and even if the government 

Snw fit to have the House meet in the mornings I would not obiect 

to that, hut Sir to meet two nights a week starting off the 

sitting J think is -

MR. ROBERTS: We did not start off with it last year. 

HR. NF.ARY: We did not start off with it last year,and another 

thing, ~!r. Speaker, I am not prepared to let the <Oovernment 

House Leader suggest and try to get it passed that the llouse 

meet two o'c.lock every other day except 'Private Members' Day. 

Tf we are going to meet at two o'clock,we meet at two o'clock 

on Private Memrers' nay also,and I will not give my consent unless 

the government agrees to that. 

MR. SPF.AKF.R: Order, rlease! What I need to know now is 

what motion with respect to adiournment is before the Chair. 

MR. !II CKNAN : The motion before the Chair, Mr. Speaker, is that 

this House do aiourn until two o'clock tomorrow. 

MR. ROBERTS: That is not a proper motion, Sir, because T for 

_one will ohject and 1 suspect some of my colleagues would too 

unl(>SS the government are prepared to indicate that we \vill mePt 

two to six and not two to six and eight to eleven. If we are going 

to have an evening session the only way we can obiect, Mr. Speaker, 

the only wav we could ohiect is to signify by refusing consent. 

T am quite prepared to have us sit two to six -

M!(. FLIC:_HT :_ Tuesdays nnd Thursdays. 

}~~ERTS: - if we can do without the nights. I do not think it is 

nece.ssary this early on. I do not think there is any business before 

thP. House to 1nstify it and I do not think it would help the 

spirit of co-operation across t~e House,and when the House I.eader 

inclicaterl to me the government's plans he will agree that I ob.i ected thereto. 

Mil. ST'l'AKl'R: 'l'he han. Minister of .Justice . ------------
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HR. 'FLTGITT: Hear! Hear! 

HR. SPEAKKR: The hon. House Leader. 

MR. RICIOlAN : Mr. Speaker, I draw the House's attention to the 

fact that we have been listening for weeks and weeks and weeks 

as to >~hy is this House not open to debate the great issues that 

are hefore this ·Province and '~e come and we ask to sit two nights 

a week,and where are the issues now: 

SOMF. HON. 11F.MB1'RS: Rear! Hear! 

MR. HICKMAN: \.fuere are the great issues now? 
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Hear, hear ! 

NR . HICK.'1AN: 

therefore move 

Where are the great issues now, Mr. Speaker? I 

PRF.MIER MOORES: Three hours . 

~lR . HICKMAN: - that as c:he sense of ur gency -

~11{. SPIW<ER : Order, please ! 

MR . !!.ICKMAN: - is no longer on the Opposition benches that this 

House adjourn until tomorrow at 3:00 o'clock . 

l'RE_tm~~ ~IOORES: Right . 

smn: HON . ~IEMB~:RS: Oh , oh! 

MR . NEARY: Mr . Speaker , is it possible to amend the -

MR . HICK."'A.'-1: No . 

MR. NEARY: member's motion, Mr . Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: No. 

~-NEARY: Because I would like to amend it that we meet at 

10;00 o'clock until 1:00 o'clock , and from 2:00 o'clock until 6 :00 

o'clock , and 2:00 o'clock on Private Members' Day. 

PRf:!'lrr:~ MOORES: No, no, no . Do not play politics now. 

SOME_ !ION . ME~I'Bl:RS: Oh , oh! 

Order. please! 

TI1e motion ro adjourn is not amendable. It bas been moved 

And seconded that thjs llouse clo now adjourn until tomorrow, Tuesday at 

3:00 P.M. Those in f<1vour "Aye", 

S0~1E liON._ MEMBF.RS : Nay . 

~IR. _ SPEAKER: Contrary "Nay". 

501-11; llON_._£!EMBcRS: Nay . 

MR . SPF.AKER: Those in f;;vour "Aye". 

SOME !!ON ._ ME>'-1BERS : Nay . 

Contrary ''Nay" . 

SOME liON . MEMBERS: Nay . 

NR . SPEAKER : In my opinion the "Nayes" have it. 

This !louse st.ands adjourned until tomorrow, Tuesday, February 

8 , n t 3 : uO 1' . ~1. 
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