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PROCLAMATION • 

K. B. HAMILTON. 
(L. S,) 

........ , .. 

B9 His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, ,Esqui1e, 
Governor and Commander·in-Chief in and o·ver the 
Island ·of Newf6undland and its Depeudencies. 

W HEREAS the General Assembly -of this Island stands Prorogued until Wednesday, the 
Ninth day of August instant : And '\\.,hereas I think fit further to Prorogue the 

said General Assembly until Monday, the Ninth day of October next ensuing: I do 
therefore, by this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Mon
day, the Ninth day of October next ; and of which all persons concerned are required and 
commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly. 
' 

) 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House, 
at St. John's, in the aforesaid Island, the Eighth day 
of August,One r.fhousand EightHundred and E'ifty
four, and in the Eighteenth Year of Her Majesty's 
Reign. 

·By His Excellency's Command, 

'JAMES CROWDY, 

Secretary. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

K. B. HAMILTON. 

(L. S.) 

B9 His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esquire, 
Governor and Comman<ler-in-Chi~f in and over the 
Island of Newfo1tndland and its Dependencies. 

W HEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued t1ntil l\Ionday, the 
Ninth day of October next : And whereas I think fit further to Prorogue the said 

General Assembly until Tuesday, the 'l,enth day of October next ensuing; I do therefore, by 
this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Tuesday, the Tenth 
day of October , next: then to meet for the despatch of business; and of which all persons 
concerned are required and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accord-
ingly. · 

Given ttnder my hand and Seal at the Government House, 
at St. John's, in the aforesaid Island, the Twenty. 
fifth day of September, One Thousand Eigl1t If un
(lred and Fifty-four,. and in the Eigl1teenth Year 
of Her ~1ajesty's Reign. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

J Al\1ES CROWDY, 

Secretary. 



• 

• 



~ 
.JOIJRNA.L 

AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD SESSION OF .11HE FI·FTH .. ... .. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NEWFOU:NDLAND. 

1,UESDAY, IOTH OCTOBER, 1854. 

' 

THE General Assembly,, having by· several Proclamations of His. Ex-
cellency the Governor, hereto prefixed, been Prorogued until this day, 
then to meet for the despatch of business, the members thereof met in 
the Asse1nbly Room. 

A Message fi·om His Excellency tlte Governo1·. 

At Two o'clocl{, a message from His ·Excellency the Governor 'vas 
delivered by F. W. Rennie, Esq., the Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod, commanding the immediate attendance of Mr. Speaker and the I-louse 
in the Council Chamber. 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the House attended I-lis Excellency the 
Governor in the Council Chamber, and being returned, 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the I-louse that when in attendance on His Ex
cellency the Governor, flis Excellency had been pleased to make a Speech 
to both Branchfls of the Legislature, of 'vhich Mr. Speaker s~id, for the 

sake of accuracy ,he had obtained a copy,and which he read to the House. 
as follows :-

ltfr. President and Gentlemen of Her ]fajesty's Council:-
. 

lrlr· Speaker and Gentle1nen of the !louse of .Assembly : . -

The circumstances under which the last session terminated having re· 
sulted in reference by both Branches of the Legislature to Her Majesty's 
Government, \vho have expressed their views upon the matter brought 
under their consideration, in Despatc}1es from her ~1ajesty's Secretary of 
State, copies of \vhich I \\1ill cause to be laid before you, I have in com-_ 

pliance with the instructions conveyed to me, called you together at this 

General Assembly meet1 
tor despatch of business •. 

Message from the Governor 
commanding a~tendance of 
the House, 

Speenh of the Governor 
opening the session, 
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period of the year-inconveniently though I fear it may be as regards 
the general business of the country-for the purpose of settling the pre
liminary conditio11s to the introduction of the system of Responsible Gov

ernment, and of remedying the inco11venien ces arising from the circum
stances of the last Session having closed withot1t the usuai Bill of Supply. 

The suggestions Rnd recommendations contained in the Despatches of 
Her Majesty's Secretary of State leave me little to add beyond the expres
sion of a hope that in the apparently only remaining point at issue be
tween the two Houses, namely, the settlement of the details of the Re· 
presentation Bill, the discussion of whatever may be proposed 'vill be· 
conducted in a spirit of moderation on a11 sides ; and that such a Bill 
may be perfectecl as will be fair, and, I trust, acceptable to all parties. 

I have to acquaint you that a 'freaty for the reciprocal free inter-
/ change of certain staple prod11cts of the lT nited States and the British 

American Colonies was signed at 'Vashington, on the 6th Jt1ne last, be
tween the Government of Great Britain and that of the United States ; 
and has since been ratified by the tV\>,,o governments. 'fhe admission of 
Newfoundland to a participation in this Treaty is co11ditional on certain 
preliminary arrangements, and the actio11 of the Legislatures as '"ell as 
of the United Kingdom and tTnited States, as of tl1is colony. 

I shall cause to be laid before you copies of a Despatch addressed to me 
by Sir George Grey on this subject ; but in the absence of an authentic 
copy of the Treaty, and of the suggestions from the Governor General of 
Canada \vhich the Secretary of State has informed me that I shall receive 
for my guidance in proposing any m~asur~ for securing to this colony the 
advaptages derivable from the 'I'reaty, I arn not, at present, in a position 
to invite your further attention to this: matter. 

During the recess my attention has been directed to the defective sani .. 
tary state of St. John's. While 've gratefully acl{nowledge the distin
guishing merC)" she\vn to us by Di vi'ne Providence iu exempting us from 
such visitations of siclcness as have devastated other countries both of the· 
old and 11ew \Yorld, we are warned that even in this climate of extraordi
nary salubrity we cannot neglect \vith irnpunity certain general sanitary· 
laws. I '~ill cause to be laid before you a Report prepared by a compe
tent person 'vi th a view to a system of drainage of St. John's, and speci
fying that part which, being immediately indispensable, I directed to be 
performed. I recommend this subject to your consideration, and that 
provision be made for giving effect to such measures for the ·preservation 
of the public health as may be approved of by the Board of Health. 

Although I regret to say the Fishery during the past season has, to a 
great extent, failed on sorne par ts of the coasts of the Islantl, I trust that 
the general Fishery will, on the whole, be found to 11ave been not belo\v 
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an average one.On the other hand,1 have to congratulate yo11 on the very 
great diminution of the potato disease compared with its ravages in past 

.. 
years. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentleme~ of the House of .Assembly : 

I will transmit to you a statement of the Revenue np to the present 
period of the year. I \Viii also direct to be laid before yot1 the Estimates 
for the present year, and rely on your making the necessary provision for 
the public service, and for the additional expenditure incurred in carry

ing out measures to protect the public health. 

On motion of Mr. WARREN, seconded by l\Ir. ~f ARc1r, 

That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Address of Thanks 
in reply to the gracious Speech with \\~hich I-Iis Excellency has been 
pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature. 

Order·ed,-That l\fr. Warren, ~Ir. March,. ~fr. Hoyles, Mr. Hanrahan, 
and ~Ir. Emerson, do form such Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER presented to the I-louse a letter fro·m Joseph Hume, Esq., 
l\iI.P., in reply to the Address of the Assembly of last session, soliciting 
his aid in procuring Responsible Government for this colony, which h~ 
read to the House as follo\vs :-

Bryanstone Square, 19th August, 1854. 

To the Hon. JoeN KENT, 

Speaker of the Assembly of Newfoundland. 

S1R,-This 'vill be delivered by Mr. Little, who, with Mr. Emerson, 

have been active to carry out the 'vishes of the Assembly and of the peo
ple of Newfoundland ; and they " 1ill sho\Y, by the copies of the corres
pondence what has been done and ,·vhy they return 'vithout having the 

Petition frem the Ass~mbly presented to the House of Commons .. · 

I found in His Grace the Dulre of Newcastle, and in Sir George Grey, 
great regret that the . Governor and Council had not met the House of 
Assembly to settle, as in the other Provinces, Responsible Government . 

• 

They regretted, as I do, the necessity of having r~ course to the strong 

means of stopping the Supplies; and assured me that the Despatch by the 
first packet should enjoin the carrying out of the Duke's intention. 

-
\Vith that kno,vledge, and the assurance that measures would be taken 

to place Newfoundland in the same situation as the other Provinces of 
Rritish America, I determined not to present the Petition to the House of 
Commons. 

Select Committee to prepare 
Address of Thanks. 

Letter from Joseph Hume, 
~sq., ~1 .P. 



Moti.on for Committee on 
reporting. 

Notice for Representation 
Bill ; and for resolution in 
reference to portrait of Jo
eeph Hume, Esq., M. P. 

Address of Thanks read 1st 
time. 
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I know that that co~rse has given satisfactio'q ; and I trust tha.t ~ s}lal~ 
soon learn that you approve of what I haveJ don~, and that the changes 
requisi.te to be made, have all been made to the satisfaction of the people 
of Newfoundland. 

I cannot allow Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson to return without assuring 
yo11 of their devotion to fulfil your 'vishes, and of the zeal and ability 
they· have manifested in the delicate proceedings they have had to con· 
duct here. 

I trust that the same moderation iq your pro.c~eqings with the Gover· 
nor and Council . will secure that mutual good feeling which must exist 
i11 every Responsible Government. 

As long as my services can be t1sef ul to the Province, I shall, with plea
sure, afford every assistance in my power to promote peace and good feel
ing-the harbingers of prosperity in every country. 

I remain, Sir, 

your obedient-servant, 

JOSEPH HUME. 

Mr. HoGSETT gave notice that on to-morro'v he would move the ap
pointment of a Select Committee on the subject of reporting the Debates 
of the House during the present session. 

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on to-n1orrow he would move for a Bill to 
increase the number of Representatives in the General Assembly; also 
that on to-morro\v he would move that the lithographic' likeness of Joseph 
Hume, Esq.,~1.·P., brought frorn England by the Delegates, be placed i11 

a conspicuous part of the Legislative Hall, as a mark of the gratitude of 
the people of Ne"'foundland for his distinguished services in advocating 
the rights ~f this colony to self-government. 

'l~hen the House adjourned till to-n1orro'v at Two of the clock. 

WEDNESDAY, 11th OCTOBER, 1854. 

1vlr. WARREN, from the Select Committee appointed to prepar~ an .t\.d
dress of Thanks in reply to the Speech, witl1 '\vhicl1 His Excellency has 
been pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature, presented 
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a driilft thereof, which he handed in at the Clerk's Table, where the same 
was read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the Address be read a second time to-morrow~ 

Mr. LITTLE, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to 
increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly 
of this island, and the same was read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the Bill be read a secJnd time to-morrow. 

On motion of l\tir. LITTI.E, seconded by l\fr. EMERSON, 

Resolved,-That the lithographic lil{eness of Joseph Hume, Esq.,M.·P., 
procured by the Delegates of the ... i\.ssembly, be placed in a conspic.uous 
part of this Legislative Hall, to be chosen by the Speaker, as a mark of 

• 

the gratitude of the people of N e\-vfot1ndland, for the distinguished 

services of Mr .. Hume in advocating their rights to self-govern
ment. 

Mr. LiTTLE, on the part of the Delegates af1pointed in the last session 
of the Legislature to proceed to London for the purpose of advocating the 
claims of this colony to Responsible Government, presented the Report, 
wt1ich he handed in at the Clerk's 1,able, whe1·e the same '"as read as 

• 
follo"vs :-

Till,le of second reading~ 

Rep reeentation Bill read 
1st time. 

Time of second reading. 

Resolution in reference to· 
portrait of Joseph Hume~ 
Esq., M. P. _ 

The lI-0t1se of Assembly having honoured us with the appointment of Delegates'· Report. 

Delegates to represent their vie\vs to the Imperial Government, on the 
rig·ht of the people of this Colony to the enjoyment of self-gover11n1ent
«>n tl1e obstructive policy of Her Majesty's Council in resisting its intro
duction, and the pro'ceedings of the Assembly on the Duke of N e\vcastle's 
Despatch-\ve beg to submit the follo,ving Report of our proceedings, in 
discharge of the l1igh and responsible trust reposed in us. 

Mr. LITTJ.E having arrived in London on the 20th Jttly, immediately 
applied to that able and faithful friend of Colonial Reform, Joseph Hume, 
Esq., ~'I. P., for an interview, whicl1 was promptly granted on the same 
day. Mr. Hume having been in possessio11 of the past history of the mis
government of this Colony furnished by the Delegates of the .l\.ssem bly 
last year, i\f r. Little now laid before him an accurate detail of the pro
ceedings of· the Asse1nbly t1pon the Despatch of His Grace the Duke of 
Newcastle to the Governor, dated February last, in con1pliance "'·ith the 
principal conditions thereof; and having satisfied ~ir. Hume that the 
Bill adopted hy the Assembly to increase the number of merabers i11 the 
Assembly, \Vas a fair and re&sonable measure, he described the conduct of 
the Council thereon, and tl1e necessit)' which they 11ad thro\v11 on the 
Assembly of stopping the Supplies. Mr. Ht1me quite approved of the 
course pursued by the Assembly, declaring that he saw no otl1er one open 

• 

• 
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.. 
to tfiem, under the circum

6

sta1nces, as the Council ·bad · lVincea an f olisti-
nacy and overbearing tone whic_h evinced anything But a sincere iaesir·e 
to settle the preliminaries for ~ ch~nge of government ; that he would 
cheerfully continue to sustain the 1·ight of the people of Newfoundland to 

f 

self-government; and, ~if necessary, present tne petition of the Asse.ni·bly 
to lne House of Com'mon~; Whicih Was entru tetl to Him by the Resolution 
of the Assembly, and now delivered to him with other documents by Mr. 
Little ; that he would, however, first adopt such steps, in a conciliatory . 
spirit towards the Imperial authorities, as would probably be effectual, 
a11d obviate the necessity for pre·seniing the Petition ;-tl~at the frienilly 
intentions of the Duke of Newcastle, in favor of the extension of constitu-

~ 

tional fteedom to the Colony; ren1ained unchanged ;-arid that he had no .. 
douot Sir George Grey, tlie newly . appointed . Secretary of State fot ~tlie 

colonies, \YOUld realize those just intentions. Having obtained full inform.: 
aiion on the present state of our affairs, he made arrangemei1ts to obtain 
an interview for tlie Delegates with the Secretary of State, and kinel.ly 
offered to accompany them upon the· occasion'. 

On the following day, (the 21st) Mr·. Little waited upon --Frederick 
Peel, Esq., M.P., Under Secretary of State for the Colonial Department · 
at his residence (in White I-Iall Gardens, who received him very affably 
and enterecl frankly into a lengthy and interesting d:iscussion upon the 

-·conduct of the Assembly and tl1e Council in relatio11 to the conditions· 
mentioned in the D11ke of N e\\'Castle's Despatch. After hearing atten
tively a statement of what the Assen1bly had done to con1ply with them, 
he stated that he regretted to learn, from information previously received; 
the extent to which sectarian di-fferences appeared to have 'gone into tl1e 
proceedings on the Representation Bill ; -that he considered the .Bill, as .. 
amended by the .Assembly, a fair and reasonable measure ;-that he con·-
ceived it ought to have been assented to by the Council, a.nd had 11e been· 
a member of that body he would haYe assented to it; that the Governor 
might, with propriety f have acted as a mediator between the Assembly ai1d 
the Council, as requested by the forn1er ; and that according to his vie\vs, 
there could be no danger of any undue sectarian ascendancy under tl1at 

Bill, as, if parties wished to act, and the Electors voted on denomination-· 
al grounds, the result would be 16 Protestants and 14 Catholics; or, if 
Burin returned a Catholic, I 5 and 15· would be the result of the Parlia
me11tary elections ; b·ut he trusted, that experience would show the folly 
of adopting any ex~lusively denominati~nal standard of qualifi.catio11 for 
candidates, and that n1en would not be accepted or rejected simply on 
account of their religious belief. Mr. Little stated that it should be clear
)y understood, that the Council forced on the Assembly the consideration 
of the denominational element in adjusting the Representation Bill ; that 

• J 

the Assembly d~d not desire, and would i1ot sanction, any undue Sectarian 
ascendancy in the ha11ds of any party,-that the onl)' fear the Council's 
pa~tY had on this head was, that their individual interest woi1ld suffer if the 



existing sectarian anu ·ratrlily (c8ilipact ascehatlni;y, whicH they' ustaihed 
in the flover ment of fhe C lony, Were flffiien obwn, iffld the portalS 'Of 
officG thtown · opeh 'to men df mCdtoi:'ioUs Ct!HtaEter 8Dd ai'l>ility, in lld'Dl 
tlie people reposed cbnfiClence, i1·respectiv~ •of se·cta~ia.nisni ;-not but 
reference should Ile had 'to the riglits of alIJaenomfnations entitletl to par· 
ticipate in po\ver and patronag'e, and rtliat it slio111Cl be divided among 

them as fairly and equally as might ·be pracficaole and consistent ·with ·the 
public service. It was evident, liowever,iihat the Council tnade 'use crf 
the ~sectdrian el~ment to cover their real objects, and that their great 
anxiety was to secure the exte.nsion of mercantile influence ·o•er tile elect* 

ors, and thereby continue to .. rule the country~ 

With reference to the cdndition to provide !etiririg · allowan~ces for ,the 
outgoing officials, he thought the Assembly· had acted liberally, ·except in 
the case of l\rlr. Archibald, the Attorney General; and although he did 
not conceive that ther~ was any principle involved in the difterence on 

the allowance to be made to him ; yet concessions should be made in po· 
litical life, or there would be great difficulty experienced in most positions 
in getting on ; he felt ' thitt the ·a5sembly \vonld not be wrong in giving 
way on that point. l\1r. IJittle re1llied that there <was · no desire on the 
part of the _,\ssembly to underrate the services or claims of any of the 
out-going officials; tljat. they '\vere allowed a higher scale of retirements 
tha11 had been adopted in any of the other Colonies, arid that if the ' At; 
torney-General's \Vere the only poirit of difference, that might have been 
settled in the Colony, if he ·,vere reasonable in his expectations ; but his 
conduct in the Council as the admitted leader of tlie most 'obstructive 

party at the lJoara, dill not place hin1 in a f~vourable position before tlie 
r>eople, or entitle him to any special favor from the i\ssembly. After ua. 
lengthy and satisfactory discussion on otHer points, ~Ir. ·Little left . w·itli 
~lr. Peel the dup1icate of the address of the Assembly to the Secretary 
of State on the subject of the Delegation, \Vith other documents bearing 
t hereon, and reque'sted him to have the kindness to inform· Sit'' George· 

Grey of his desire to obtain an intervie'v \Vtth him for the Delegates at)-an 

early day. He kinoly promise<\. compliance, and stated that he \vould 

l>·e happy to see ~Ir. Little· and ~fr. Emerso·n again if they should rdesire' 
it. 

Mr. Little then addressed a letter [marked No~ 1 in the annexed cor 
• respondence] to l\ir. Peel; 'vith a duplicate '!f letter No. 2, for Sir George 

Grey ; this was done before Mr. Emerson' s arrival in Lond·on, as time 
was of niuch importance at the juncture of affairs, and as the Delegates 
of the Council, and ~Ir. Hoyles, who ·j t was understood prete.uded to re·
present some party or interest in -Ne,vfoundland, had been pressing- their 
views on the Secretary of State. They were, r10 doubt, anxious to have t~·e 

first story \vith the Minister : and it \Vas, tl1erefore, desirable at once to 

counteract any erroneous impressions they may have attempted to m~ke~ , 
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Sir George Grey having named the 27th July for an interview with the 
Delegates, Mr. Hume was so kind as to attend with them, (Mr. Emerson 
having arrived on the 25th July,) at the Colonial Office at 4 o'clock P.M., 

on the former day, for the urpose of laying the whole case before the 

Secretary of State. Sir George received the deputation very courteous
ly ; and Mr. Hume having intimated to him that Mr. Little was prepared 

to enter into a detail of the procePdings of the Assembly and the Council, 

since the receipt of the Duke of Newcastle's despatch by the Governor of 
Newfoundland in March last ; that it \Vas to be greatly regretted that the 

Governor of the Colony did not act with firmness to\vards his Council, for 
had he done so in an impartial manner, it \vas quite evident, from the mo
derate and just conduct of the Assembly, matters might have been ar

:ranged withot1t obliging the Assembly to stop the supplies, and appeal 
again to the Imperial Government for justice; but he would reserve his 

further remarks for the present. 

Mr. Little then proceeded to iay before Sir George Grey his statement -
He referred to the measures adopted by the Asse1nbly since 1846 on the 
subject of Responsible Government,-to the constitution of tl1e present 
Government and the ge11e~·a1 desire of the in'habitant3 for a fundame11tal 

change,-tl1e opposition given by the Cottncil to send home' delegates 

from both branches last year,-arising doubtless from fear of an exposure 
of the abuses perpetrated under the present system, and a cocscio11s 

'veakness of their position-to the proceedings of the delegates of 

the Assembly last year,-to the assurances of the Duke of Newcastle 

of his desire to place Newfoundland t1pon a footing of equality, as to Re-
sponsible Government, with Prince Edvvard Island and the other neigh· 
bouring Provinces,-to the four conditions on which tl1e i1oble Duke had 
granted Responsible Government to N e\vfoundland, as stated in his des
patch of February last to the Governor, and· the compliance of the Assem
bly \vith three of them-to the clifferences \vhich existed between the· 
Gov'ernor and Assembly in relation to the allo"vance provided for the· 
Attorney General, and \Vith the Cot1ncil 011 the Representation Bill,-to 
t11e sectarian standard forced on the consideration of the Assembly by 
the Cot1ncil in reference to that measttre, an cl the atten1pts of the latter t<> 

• 
increase the political power of a fe"v Mercantile Hot1ses to the detriment 
of the popular party and the progress of the Colony--to the large conces
sions made by .the Assembly to conciliate the CounciJ, a11d, if possible, 
settle the 1>reli1ninaries of the change \vitl1out further tro t1bling tl1e Im

perial authorities-to tl1e absence of a corresponding spirit on the part of 
the Council, as shown by the fact that they had not made one substantial 
concession in the R epresentation Bill : on the contrary, the terms they 
claimed \Vere more unreasonable than they contended for at any previous 
period,-to the appeal mac.le by the Assembly to the Governor, to act as 

a mediator to induce the Uounci] to come to an arrangement "Vith the As
sembly, and his refusal to interpose,-to the circumstances connected \vith 

• 
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the address presented to the Governor, and his manner of treating it,-to 
the stoppage of Supplies, which was an inevitable step, and the determi
nation of the Assembly not to grant any to support the present system,
to their guarantee of a11 indemnity to the Governor for the necessary out
lay for the st1pport of the poor,-to the misrepresentation by the Council 
of the Acts of the Assembly, and particularly in reference to the vote of 
indemnity for the relief of the Poor. That, in fact, the Assembly had 
done all that was in their power to comply 'vi th the conditions stated by 
His Grace, '1vith the exception of the fourth, and as there 'vas 110 such 

' 

condition as the payment of members by assessment in force in any other 
British colony, the people of Newfoundland \vere unwilling to submit to it, 
and the Assembly therefore considered that the Imperial Governme11t 
would not attempt to enforce it. He also referred to the financial affairs 
of the colony,,vhich he said werP in a deplorable state ; and it required no 
small amot1nt of economy and judgment to place them upon a safe and de
sirable footing ;-and he concluded,by repeating the prayer of the address 
of the ... l\.ssembly, for the immediate dissolution of the Council, as they 
-0nly obstructed the contemplated change, and the preliminaries to its in
troductio11 might now be considered as settled bJr the Assembly, for ,vhat
ever they might do as to Mr .. Archibald's retirement on the st1ggestion 
of Sir George, they \Vere determined, at any risk, to adhere to their Re
presentative Bill, and not to make ~tny further concessions therein. 

Sir George Grey deprecated the idea of attempting to divide the colony, 
or any part of it, in to Electoral Districts, not so n1uch by a reference to 
population, as to denominational distinctions, and expressecl a hope that 
the difficulties 'vhich were anticipated on the score of sectarianism in the 
\vorking of the ne\V S)'Stem, would not be experienced ;-that there \Vas so 
little to differ upor1, as to the retiring allo,vance of the Attorney General, 
and allo\V him a retirement ur>o11 that basis, \vhich would be Jess than if 
the retireme11t 'vere ca1culated urJon his official income as i\.ttorney-Gene· 
ral, but tnore than the sum allo\ved b)r tl1e Assembly. With reference to 
the Representation Bill, he was sorry and surprised that it had not been 
adjusted in the colony-the points of difference were no\v so few between 
the Assembly and the Council upon it, th&t lie 'vas convinced there 'vould 
be an arrangement effected upon them throt1gh the intervention of the 
Governor, whom he \VOt1ld instruct to act as a11 arbitrator or mediator 

' for the purpo.se of effecting a settlement. As he had little doubt under 
the instructions ·,vhicl1 \1·ould ·be sent out of any further difficulty being 
experienced on this head, he did not think it would be necessary at pre
sent to resort to the extreme step of c1issol ving the Conncil to secure the 
passing of the Bill, while he refused to sanction the application whicl1 had 
been made for Parliamentary interference with the constitution \vhich the 
Duke of Nevica~tle inte11ded to confer on the Isla11d, or the enactment of 
any Imperial Statute or Revenue Bill, as sought by a petition from some 

,..,, 
t ·•• 
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~ommercial men in the island, which wottld infringe upon those rights 
which have been impliedly, if not expressly, guaranteed to Newfound
land under the general rule g,dopted towards all the British North Ameri
can Colonies for their better Government, he meant ·the rule of abstain
ipg from any acts of legislation upon purely local affairs, ~hich properly 
formed matter of local concern, and should the ref ore be disposed of by, 
and according to the opinions and judgment of, those to be affected by 
them, the only interference that he could, therefore, advise, until the 
conditions were arranged for the general change, would be the modifica
tion of the Council, if it should be found, contrary to his anticipations, that 
they did not come to an arrangement with the Assembly an the Rep1·esenta
tion Bill. He much regretted the necessity of stopping the Supplies, and 
hoped the Assembly would not be again placed in such .. a position as to 
deem a repetition or continuance of such an extreme course necessary. 

The Delegates here stated, that it was their duty and desire to be can
did on this point; and they did not 11esitate to say, that as the anticipa
tions expressed by the Delegates last year to the Duke of N e\vcastle, and 
also, by the Assembly, both before,. upon, and since the receipt of His 
Grace's Despatch, as to the improbability of the Cottncil agreeing on a 
fair Representation Bill, had been realized; so had any pro mi-: es which 
the Delegates had made to the Duke, as \Vell as their anticipations of the 
stoppage of supplies, as a consequence of the continued obstructive con
duct of the Council-Yes, remarked Mr. I-I ume, that is quite true, 
and for his part, he saw no other course open to the Assembly than that 
which they adopted, to vindicate the rights of the people and demonstrate 
their entire want of confidence in the present Council,and the system \vhich 
they have fought so hard to uphold. That the Assembly, as well as him

self, regretted the necessity they were under of tak:ing so extreme a step, 
but who is to blame for its serious conseqt1ences ? Not certainly the 
Assembly, bt1t the Council, and the Governor \vho refused to interpose, an~ 
who acted more as a partizan of his Council than as a11 in1partial ruler be· 
tween the contending parties. He was convinced, as the Delegates were, if 
the Governor had acted upon the address of the Assen1bly, with fir~nes-s 

and discretion, his Council would, under the circumstances then existing, 
and the position of parties in the Council at that time, have been brought 
to terms, and the country would have been saved from any loss or incon ve· 
nience \\~hich may result from the present un.fortunate state of things. With 
reference to the support of the Poor, he thought the Assembly had acted 
with much consideration ; and he put it to Sir George Grey, to say, \\'hat 
was to be expected from the Executive party when they permitted their 
Solicitor General to speak for two hours against time in the Assembly to 
prevent the passing of an address to the Governor,authorising a continued 
outlay for the support of the poor, the lunatics, and the comp~etion of the 
Lunatic Asylum,and then to attribute to the misconduct of the Assembly 
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the absence of any legal provision for that part of the public service; surely, 
he continued, such things cannot be sustained or tolerated in any person 
connected with the Government. Sir George Grey appeared to be much 
surprised at this description of the condt1ct of the Executive party and 
their organ in the Assembly, and expressed a hope that in future ex-

tremes 'vould be avoided on both sides. 

The Delegates stated that the measures of the Assembly were an evi
dence of their moderation ; and, in continuation of the observations they 
\Vere mal\:ing 'vhen l\fr. Ht1me introduced his appropriate remarks, they 
felt tl1emselves bound to inform Sir George Grey, that whatever might be 
the consequences, the Assembly \vould not surrender one jot more of the 
people's rights to subserve the caprice or policy of the Council ; and if the 
question of self-government were not settled satisfactorily 'vitl1out ~elay, 
the people \vould not submit to any further taxation for the SUfJf'Ort of the 
present corr11pt and arbitrary system,-that Sir George Gr,ey was at Jiber
ty, if a radical change did not soon take place in the Government, to take 
a'1vay the sham Representative Government 'vith \vhich the Colony was 
burthened, a11d introdoce whatever form he pleased in its stead, i)rovided 
he undertook to relieve the peo1)le fron1 all taxation and supported the 
IJublic institutio11s and necessary pt1blic improvements in the Colony, 
'vhich \vould cost the ImperiaJ Government about £200,000 a-year. No, 
replied Sir George Grey,l shall not advise the adoption of any such poli
cy witl1 the Colony.It is tl1e desire c;f tl1e Government that N ewfoundla11d 
should stand upon an eq11ality with the neighbot1ring Colonies-Reforms 
are not effected in a day even in England-we only gain them by de

g rees,and you mt1st have a little pat ience and al] 'vill be right bye~ and bye. 
Dot1btless, they replied, ot1r affairs \vill be ultimately right, bt1t 'vhile the 
contending parties have been discussing abstract i)oints, or having settled 
these, 11ave come to a dead-loclr 0:1 details, the operative population are 
qui tting tl1e country, the midclJe classes are follo\ving in their footsteps, 
and witl1 the exception of the mercantile body, who are realising fortunes, 
the \Vhole Colony going to ruin.-'l"his is plain language, Sir George, re .. 
marl(ed Mr. Hume, but there is nothing like speaking out plainly upon 

sttch an occasion as the present, and I l1a";e no doubt that it will not be 
lost on the preser1t governn1ent. Had stlch langt1age been attended to 
many years ago, when I appealed to t'ne .Secretary of State for the colo .. 

nies on behalf of Canada, the outbrea1;: of 1837 would !:not have taken 

place, and all the reforms which have since been made i11 that fine coun
try would have been matured long ago, and we should not have to deplo\·e 
a sacrifice of blood and treasure to uphold bad Government and family 
compacts. 

After a lengthened discussion on several other points taken up by Mr . 
Emerson, ·the Secretary of State informed the delegates that he should 

, 
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fully consider the · matters subm.itted ; and if they desired any further in
terview, he would be happy to see them. 

He said that he required a little time for consideration, as he was not 
then prepared to express conclusively the opinion of the Government 
upon the points st1bmitted. In the meantime, however, he would remark 
in reference to the Representation Bill, that he could not sa11ction the 
principle introdt1ced to secure the representation of a minorit)· in Burin. 
It wris contrary to the practice of the Mother Country and the neigh
bouring colonies, and witl1out expressing any more definite opinion on the 
general principle, he did nat see anything to justify its adoption in the 
District of Burin. As to the cutting off a portion of Trinity District to 
add to Bonavista, he could see no necessity for that, and therefore follows, 
gen~Iemen, remarked Mr. Hume, that as there is only about 100 less 
Electors in Placentia and St. Mary's District than in Bonavista, that 
the former is entitled to a third member, with such an expression of Sir 
George's opinions, I should have no objection to sbovv- Nlr. Hun1e the 

-
0 spatch which I sl1all write to the Governor on the subject and inform 

you of its substance. He then requested the delegates to reduce the mat
ters they had brought under his notice to writing, and furnish him witl1 
a statement of them. They felt that decision and candour \Vere more 
tha11 ever necessary in their movetnents, as Sir George appeared to be 

undecided in his intended line of action, and they availed of the oppor· 
tunity thus afforded to place their vie\vs clearly before him; and express
ed in the copy of their letters No. 3 and No. 4 in the annexed corres. 
pondence. 

Perceiving by the reported Parliamentary debates, in the Lo11don 
Times of the lst August, that Sir John Pakington had stated 011 the r)re
vious day, in his place in Parliament, on asking a question as to the in
te11tions of the Government \Vith reference to the affairs of Newfoundland, 
that he understood the A.ssembly had rejected the concli tions on \vhich 
the Dt1ke of Newcastle had granted Responsible Government to tl1e co
lony·, we deemed it necessary to bring the misrepresentation of the pro
eeedings of the Assembly under the notice of the Government, through 
1\tir. Hume, as \vill appear by our letter No. 5 to hin1, and his, No. 6, to 
Sir George Grey, in the correspondence annexed. It \vas gratifying to 
perceive that Sir George Grey denied in Parliament the matter alleged by 
Sir John Pakington, as to the course taken by the Asse1n bly, and stated 
that they had complied \vith the principal conditions mentioned in the 

noble Duke's Despatch, though a difference arose bet\\reen the Assembly 
and the Council on a few matters of detail whioh he co11ceived wot1ld be 
easily adj11sted. 

Mr. Hume intimated to the delegates that, as the Duke of Newcastle 
was much interested in the welfare of N e\vfoundland, and anxious to see 

I 
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the principles of self-government infused into its constitution, as he had 
assured hin1 frequently before our arrival in Londo11, as well as since, 
,ve determined, at Mr. Hume's suggestio11, to address his Grace on the 
subject of our affairs. This step "vn.s deemed tl1e more advisable as Sir 
George would, as he stated, carry out the Dt1ke's intentions. We, there..: 
fore, on the 1st August, addressed a letter, No· 7, to his Grace, with a 
copy of letter No. 4, and of the last resolutions of the Assembly on the 
state of the Colony ; and on the following day· we were gratified to receive 
the satisfactory reply (No. 7) from tl1e noble Duke, by which it \vill be 
seen that he fully rccog11ises '' the great concessions 111ade by the Assem
bly in a conciliatory spirit," and talres a fair and impartial view of their 
proceedings, with a clear assurance '' that the close of this t111fortunate 
contest is near at hand;'' a conclusion \Vhich he subsequently repeated to 
I\1r. Ht1n1e in unruist6keable terms. 

Upon the receipt of the Duke's Despatch, we sent a copy of it to Mr. 
Hume, with letter No. 9, requestl.ng hlm to remind Sir George Grey of our 
anxiety for a final decision, and pointing out the practical details which 
should be adopted to pt1t an end to the existing differences and organize a 
new Government :-first, by an immediate dissolution of t l1e Council; se
condly, an absoiute concession of Responsible Government; the appoint· 
ment of two ~eparate Councils; the Legislative Council to consist of not 
more than fifteen members, and the EKecuti ve nine ; the members of the lat
terto hold seats. some in the Assembly, and the rest in the Legislative 
Council, and to include all the 11eads of the principal departments ;-and 
thirdly, the new Government should. be directed to pass the Pension a:nd 
Representation Bills ; and that the General Elections should take place 
this autu1nn. 

As Mr. Hume was about to place these views before Sir Gedrge Grey 
we deemed it agvisable to address letter No. 10 to him, for the purpose of 
briefly reiterating the three points of dispute in the Representation Bill
the admission frankly made by the Duke of Newcastle of the '' great con.: 
cessions" made by the Assembly i11 a" conciliatory spirit." and the deter...: 
mi11ation of the Assembly to make no further concession in tl1e measure 

-tl1at the Assembly applied to the Imperial Government, not simply to 
obtain the expression of its opinion on their measures, but also for the 
immediate concession of Responsible Governrnent-.. that we conceived 
that it \\'ould be useless to give the Cotincil another chance to con1e to an 
agreement upon it ;-and unless Sir George Grey should satisfy him as 
to the propriety of the course he was disposed to adopt, tl1at we would 
bring the affairs of the Colony before Parliarnent ; and \Ve shot1ld solicit 
the influential co-operation of certain liberal Members of Parliament. 

On the 9th August,. " 1e, in company with Mr. Hume, were favoured by 
the Secretary of State \vith another lengthy interview ; at his instance Sir 
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George having delayed writing his despatch to the Governor of the colony 
until he should more f ul1y knoY\<' our opinions. We sho\ved by a reference 
to the past acts of the Council, as well as their conduct on the Represent
ation Bill, \vhy they ought to be dissolved, \vhy tb'.ey have fomented secta
rian discord, and involved tl1e Governor in their ob'structive policy ; that 
they ruined Sir Gaspard LeMarchant's administration, and prevented him, 
and other Governors before him, from exercising an independent and im
partial opinion; and a& they have been so far suceessful in their machina
tions with Mr. Hamilton, they would doubtless endeavour to persuade 
him to continue to identify himself with their party, for the ostensible pur· 
pose of justifying his previous policy in the eyes of the In1perial Gover11-
ment, but for the real ·object of securing his co-operation to obstruct the , 
progress of reform in the colony, prolong their·tent1re of power, not caring 
anything about the conseqt1ent obloquy which they would bring on him 
as they had on his predecessor, nor the wide•spread discontent and the 
consequences which 'vould inevitably flow fro-m a continuance of their in
fluence in the government of the colony. No con'sequence who the Gov
ernor might be~ under the present system, if he followed their advice his 
administration would be unpopt1lar and impr·actica·ble ; while the marl\:ed 
success attending Sir Alexander Bannerman-certainly a Governor of rare· 
abilities and long parliamentary experience-in the gove:rnment of the 
smaller colony of P. E. Island,as well as that of Sir Gaspard Le Marchant, 
who had failed to give satisfaction in Newfoundland, but l1as experienced 
no difficulty in the government of Nova Scotia-proved beyO"nd doubt not 
only the adaptation, but ab.solute superiority of the responsible system 
over any other. Although our Co·oncil are confident that the day of 
their dissoJution cannot be very far distant, and the official n1embers 
have had retiring allo\vances provided for them, they will hold on to full 
pay as long as possible ; the non-official would lend their influence to the· 
official members of tho Council, and put then1sel ves in the fore ground to 
stave oft the change ; all indulging too in the vain hope thot some fortu
nate circt1mstance might happen in the chapter of accidents, to restore 
their advocate Sir John Pakington to power,when, as they vainly imagine, 
they would obtain a renewal of their reign of misrule. That as Sir Geo. 
Grey would not ve11ture to disapprove of the conduct of the Assembly, 
a11d only took exception to the retirement named for the Attorney Gene~al, 
there could be no hesitation in complying with the demand of the Assem
bly. "l

1

here is no doubt that secret misrepresentations of the grossest 
character had been made to the Secretary, 'vhich in justice ought to have 
been shown to us, that we might have had an opportunity of exposing 
their fallacy-that whatever the Council's delegates might say to the con .. 
trary, more competent and as respectable citizens as any in the present 
Executive would be found to work out the ne'\V system. But they said 
there was a fear of Catholic ascendancy ; there 'vas no danger of that, if, 
as they stated, a majority of the colonists be Protestants, with tl1e po,ver 
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/ given to them under the Representation Bill of the Assembly then,if they 
,vished to use it, of returniag 16 ot1t of the 30 members,and the certainty, 
judging from the past, tl1at ia the districts where Catholics are a majo1~i

ty, several liberal Protestant members will be returned who would net, of' 
course, sanction anything like Catholic ascendancy. Bat this · cry is the 
strongest evidence of the expedients to which the Council resort to cover 
their retreat. They certainly measure th·eir neighbour's corn by their own 
bushel ; and as ~they only allo\v one solitary Catholic to sit at their Coun
cil, and only deign to give one-fifth of the patronage of the Govern·ment,to 
persons of the Catholic religien-and this from their spirit of exclusive
ness and intolerance to\vards nearly one-half of the popt1iati0n-they \vould ' 
contort the recognition of the right of tl1at half to perfect equality and fair 
1)lay into an undue asoendancyi. The Catholics seek no undue ascendan· 
cy, and would not have the power to carry on any Government based on so 
pernicious and objectionable a principle. / 

Sir George Grey remarked, that even admitting, for tl1e sake of argu
ment, we were quite correct in reference to the past conduct of the Council, 
it should not be forgotten they had somethi11g at stake besides their opi
nion ; and he could not suppose, if the Representation Bill ';vere referred 
back to them, that an arrangement would not be effected. He meant 
plainly to state, that he would instruct the Governor that a modifi.catio11 of 
the Council should take place, .if they could not be brought to agree \Vith 
the Assembly-it would be fair, therefore, to that Body to let tl1em kno\v 
their true position,and not impose so heavy a penalty on them,as that which 
' vould result from their immediate dissolution. 

There is certainly one point \\7hicn· strikes me, said Mr: Hume; if the Coun..: 
cil be dissolved now, as they and the Governor are ide11tified in all their re
cent transactions, that would necessarily· lead to his recall ; and while f .. am 
decidedly of opinion th~t the conduct of the Governor and Co·uncil merits 
sucl1 treatment, it may be that delicacy or pru(lence \V011ld point to the 
adoption of the course suggested by Sir George, that they may have a faii: 
trial; and if either of them fail to realize the expectations of Sir George, 
certainly. there would be no alternative left ta the Imperial Government but 
to appoint other men to do the worl{ and carry out the intentions of the 
Govern~ent. For my part, however, continued Mr.Hume, I have no 4 de
licacy or hesitation in supporting_the demand of the Assembly for a dissolu
tion of the Gouncil at once. 

Well, i·emarked the delegates, if, Sir George; you are so confident of 
success in your experiment, \Ve must say, while we· are inclined to i1ro
test against it, 've shall give it full consideration. It certai11ly may be,suc .. 
cessful, if the Governor acts with energy and determination; if.he judges 
for himself and · shapes his ·O'\Vll policy by a refe1·ence to the intentionsref 
the Imperial Government, as expressed by the Duke 1 0£ N e\vcastle and 



18 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

yourself. A regard for his ·own position, under this new responsibility 
which is thro\vn on his shoulders, to act as mediator or arbitrator, and a 
decided ex:pression of the opinion of the Government, wruld not only in
fluence and fortify him in shaking off the trammels in which the Council 
have held him, but enable him to control them. It is, therefore, desira· 
ble that fot1r points should be clearly expressed to him as the first has 
been to us ; viz., first, that ·the Bill of the Assen1bly is a fair measure
secondly, that the Legislature should be convened without delay to test 
the experiment-thirdJy, t11at in case a reorganization of the Council be 
necessary, it sl1all be made upon the ad vice of a majority of the Assembly 
by the Governor; and fourthly, that General Elections shall take place 
in. the autumn of this yeai". As to the first point, replied Sir George, all 
I can say to you is to offer a general opinion of the fairness of the Bill ; I 
have not sufficieat local kno,vledge to pronounce upon all its details ; but 
the instructions to the Governor will be such, that I shall have noreason to 
anticipate any further difficulty on this subject ; the 1econd point is new, 
and I shall consider it ; there are certainly advantages in it, as I presume 
supplies and other necessary measures would be passed upon tP,e present 
difference being adjusted. (Certainly; 've replied- but not otherwise :) 
the third point would be a matter of course if the nece'ssity sho'uld arise ; 
and as to the fourth, that is ony reasonable, as it is desirable to put an 
end to the present contest and place the Government of the Colo'ny upon 
a permanent and satisfactory fo·oting. If matters should not tt1rn o·ut as 
I anticipate, you can appeal to n1e a1aiti, but sl1all not have occasion to 
come across the Atlantic again on this s•bject.. If, remarked Mr. Hume, 
the official Members of the Council should give any further opp'osition to 
the wishes of the Government, the Assembly would be justifi~d in with
holding their retirements. 

Having considered the views expressed by Sir Ge'orge Grey, we then! / 
determined to follow our original instructions-that is, not to accept them; 
as a compliance there"·ith ; to maintain the right of the people to call 
for the immediate introduction of Self-Governme'nt ; and although we 
regarded the course he had resolYed on pt1rsuing, as a ~ecided triumph to 
the liberal party, it did not satisfy us because it \Vas not final. We there
fore addressed letter No. 15 to Mr. lll1me, which more fully expressed the 
position which we conceived it advisable to take under the circumstances. 

On the following day (the 17th August) Mr. Hume addressed l.etter 
Io. 10 to Sir George Grey, enclosing a copy of ot1rs (No. 15) of the pre
vious day to him. It will be seen by these communications that neither 
he nor we used Janguage that co·uld be misunderstood. V\T e felt that the 
1ubject and the occasion alike demanded the unequivocal expression of 
our Gonvictions, as to the consequences which wonld rest1lt from further 
delay, nor has any exception been taken by Sir George Grey to our 
frankness. Doubtless the Assembly will not hesitate to realize, not only 
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everr assurance 'vhich \Ve inade to the Minister, as to their legislation on 

the matters in dispt1te, and, if necessary, resort to ever)· constitt1tional 
111eans to vindicate the rights of ottr fello\v-colonists to self.governn1ent. 

Before \Ve received an answer to tl1ose co111munications, \\i·e addressed 
a n1ore specifie i1ote (No. 17) to Mr. Ht1rne, for his decision on the pro
priety of presenting the petition of tl1e Assembly to the House of Com
mons; in the meantime he had see11 the Dul{e of Newcastle and Sir Geoo 
Grej .. , and l1eld con1n1t1nications on the affairs of the colony, not 0111y \Vith 
them, but also \Vith otl1er influential members of the Government; a11d the 
rest1lt \Vas of so favot1rable a character as to justify him i11 ad visitlg us to 
return to the colony \\'ithout any apptel1ension as tc) the success of tl1e 
course resolved on by Sir George Grey-that he r1ad placed matters in 
5t1cl1 a train that a failure could not be anticipated. After a ft1ll explana .. 
tion from him, on the matters on w·hich he fou11ded his advice-some of 
which were of a private and co11fidential nature-we determi11ed to ac
quiesce in his decision as expressed i11 his letter No. 18, dated 11th .r\.u
gust-and rely on tl1e expressed determinatio11 of the British government 

to render constitutional justice in Newfot1nclland. 

On the 15th Aug11st 1ve \Vere favot1red by :F~rederick Peel, Esq., Under 
Secretary of State, with a very satisfactory inter\7 ie\v at his reside11ce. Ile 
repeated the opinion \vhicl1 he had expressed to Mr. Little as to the Rc
presentatio11 Bill of the Assembly-discussed man)· details as to the orgt~11-

\ ization of the new g0v·ernment under the system about to be introduced
declared in a11swer to a question put by us, that, as a draft of tl1e Represent

ation Bill had been sent l1ome by the Governor, and fully considered by the 
\ Gover11ment,there would be no necessity whate\7er for a suspending clause 
·to it. After all that had been said on the Bill on all sides, he remarlied, 
the Governor ca11not for a moment imagine ur1der his instructions antl the 
despatches which he 1vill receive, that such a clause "\ivould be necessar)·· 
The object in directing the ltegislature to be convened at an eairly day, \Ve 

stated, would be frustrated if such a clause were necessarv. 'I'he Bill 011ce 
• 

passed, the General Elections may take place in the coming autumn, which 
could not be, if any mistake occurred on this head. There is no danger of 
that, he replied: it is too clear a matter to require a moment's considera· 
tion; and it is a point on which the Governor cannot err, as he will li:.i1ow 
the anxiety of the Government to have the matter settled 'vithout furtl1er 
reference to the Colonial office. The financial condition of the colony \Vas 
then discussed; and Mr. Peel stated his opinion, that if Responsible Gov
ernment were necessary for no other purposes i11 N e,vfoundland, its estab
lishment was desirable for the improvement of its financial affairs and the 
mode of expending and appropriating public monies. There "'ere several 
other important points touched upon, and after receiving such assurances 
from him as to the course to be taken by tl1e Gover11or, \Ve took ot1r leave 
of him, perfectly satisfied, not only with the xna11ly avowal of the only true 
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principles of Colonial Government, but of the sincere determination of the 
Government to carry out the Duke of Newcastle's despatch. 

On the 17th August, we addressed Sir George Grey, by letter No. 20, 
enclosing copies of our communications with Mr. Hume, informing him 
of our determination to accept his terms and return to ot1r homes, in the 
hope that his asst1rances \Vot1ld be realized, and requesting copies of the 
extraordinary and, we might almost say, unex~mpled documents addressed 
to hirn by the delegates of the Council and Mr. Hoyles. Having been 
made acquainted '\Vith the contents of these novel and almost fabulous pro
ductions, we conceived that common justice demanded their pt1blication in 
the colony, that the people might see to what ~unscrupulous lengths the 
leaders of the obstructive party have gone to fr1;istrate their hopes of po
litical freedom, and blast the character of a large portion of the population·. 
-It will be seer1 by letter No. 24, from Herman Meri vale, Esq., 1Tnder 
Secretary of State, that Sir George Grey was of opinion that to fttrnish 
us with copies of the correspondence of the Council's delegates might 
only lead to further discussion, tending to no practic~l benefit ; and with 
respect to ~lr. Hoyles' letter,'' that he did not address Sir George Grey,· 
in any public capacity, nor "~as he understood by Sir George Grey to be 
the authorised representative of any party in the colony"-hence, we 
" 1ere enabled to do no more in this respect than obtain a perusal of these. 
documents, which "?e trust their authors may have the cot1rage to pub-' 
lish in the Colony. 'l.,hey will give some idea of the character of the 

misrepresentations which have been heretefore made by tl1e Council's; 
party to the Imperial Governme11t, to prejudice tl1e minds of the Impe-. 
rial authorities and make them believe that Ne\vfot1ndland i~ totally unfi 
for self-government. 

On the 26th At1gust, we receiYed a note, No. 23, from Artht1r Blacl{wood; 
Esq., inforrr1ing us that it \Vas the \vish of Sir Grey Grey, th.at we s!iould. 
peruse the despatch which \Vas addressed by the present mail to the Gov-. 
ernor of N e\vfoundland, on the subject of Responsible Government. On. 
the 28tl1 we waited on Mr. Meri vale for tl1at purpose, and havir1g read the 
despatch and discussed its tertns, \Ve submitted to l\Ir. l\ierivale a legal 
point with reference to the re-organization of the Legislatire Council u1Jon 
the change taking place t1nder the Royal Instrt1ctio11s to the Governor, 
and he expressed his concurrence in the view we took thereon. 

J · i\iir Bright, the talented and energetic member for Manchester, told us 
that Mr. Hoyles had been 'vi th him, and that he was disgusted wlth the 
sectarian statement of the affairs of the Colony given by l\ilr. Hoyles; 
that Mr. Hoyles had said, if the Assembly had their \\'ay, the Catholics 
would oppress the Protestants; to which Mr. Bright replied, that he did 
not agree in that conclusion at all ; but rather thought the oppression 
would come from the other side, if they bad undue po,ver; th •lt t lie 15 
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and 14 arrangement was ridiculous. We found him, as the delegates did 
last year, a manly advocate of Colonial freedom. He read our documents, 
and asked if l1e co11ld do anything for our cause, only to give him notice 
of our desire, and 11e \vould co-operate 'vith Mr. Ht11ne in obtaining jl1stice 
for the colony. The able and indefatigable Mr. Cobden having read our 
statements also, freely consented to lend his very influential and practical 
support in connexion with ~Ir. Hume and Mr. Bright. And, among 
several other members, on whom \Ve relied for support, \Ve should m~ntion 
that ~Ir. Lt1cas, alike remarkable for his zeal and his talent, had full)" 
i11formed hin1self on the abt1ses of the local Government, and 'vas prepar
ed to expose them to the House of Con1mons if the affairs of the colony 

came before ParliamPnt. 

It must be gratifying to the Assembly and the public, as it has been to\ 
us, that our Delegation has bee11 so successful. 

The general despatch, whicl1 his Excelle11cy l1as received, corroborates 

this view conclusively ; and, that the only interference which the 
Secretary of State will ad vise Her Majesty to adopt with our institu

tions, is to recommend the n1odification of the Cou11cil if tl1ey should not 
harmonise 'vi th the Assembly for the introduction of the new system. 

Such is an outline of the proceedings adopted by us to carry out the 

resolutions of the Assembly and other objects of our mission. If we have 
not attained the end which the Assembly sought in the direct 'vay prayed 
for, \Ve conceive that \Ve l1ave put in the po~ver of the Assembly the means 

~ 

of attai11ing it in another way. 

' The responsibility will rest with His Excellency to carry out the inten
tions of the Ho1ne Government, The Assembly have clearly done their 
part on the Representation Bill, cot1sistently with tl1e interests of the 
popular party, and the rights of all parties, and it is clear t11at no further 
concessio11 can be made by them on that subject. 

,.fhe arrangement of tl1e points of difference will. therefore, ha\i·e to be 
made really bet\veen the Governor and Cot1nci1 ; and we only tl1ink it 
proper to state, tl1at \ve have assured the Secretary of State, i1otwithstand
a11 y opposition 'vhich the _i\.ssembly have experiencecl from his Excellen

cy, there would be no he,ittition in giving him a fair trial and the most 
cordial support in any measure 'vhich he may adopt to carry out the 
liberal intentions of the Right Honorable Secretary of State, and his noble 
predecessor in the Colonial . Department, so as to enable His ExcellencJr 
to bring the new system into operation, and conduct the affairs of the 
Colony effectively and harmoniously. 

Before conc1uding this Report, we conceive that we should be highly 
ungrateft1l and censurable, if,ve did i1ot avail of tr1is opportunity of record-
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ing our sense of the deep and lasting obligations due by the peo1Jle o:. 

Newfoundland to the veteran reformer, Joseph Hume, for his noble an\.\ 
energetic "exertions in their behalf, without whose effective co-operatior 
we should have been comparatively powerless, except in the i11natt 
strength of our cause ; bat to his g·reat exertions, and the liberal and 
sound colonial policy of the present ministry, must we attribute our st1c
cess. As a token of regard for his disinterested exe~tions, we have pro
cured for the Assembly a lithographic copy of his lili:eness, taken from the 
original recently presented to him for his distinguished public services by 
Lord John Russell, and several other members of the present Ministry, 
including a large number of the members of the House of Commons. 

All which we most respectfully submit. 

St. 1 ohn's, Newfoundland, ~· 
30th September, 185~. 5. J ' 

. -·a.3 

PHILIP F. LITTLE, 

GEO. H~ EMERSON~ 

j 
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(No. 1.) 
} 

l\'Ir. LITTLE'S Letter to FREDERICK PEEL, Esq., Urider Seci·etai·y of 
' 

State. 

DEAR SIR,-... r have tl1e honor to transmit the accompa11ying documents 
to you, and to request that )·ou 'vill be pleased to lay them, \vith those 
which I left '''ith you on yesterday, before the Right I-Ionorable Sir 
GEORGE GREY, after you shall have perused them, and to retai11 the du
plicates of the printed documents for your o'\ivn information. 

May I take the liberty of asking yot1r special consideration of their de
tails, and I atn satisfied you will perceive i11 them a full justification for the 
course aclopted by the Assen1blJ1

, and that no other \Vas open for their 
adoption consistently with the tnaintenance of their integrity, and their 

obligations to their constituents. 

They considered that, if they granted snpplies to a governme~t in 
which the public have i10 faith, it \vould 11ave been construed into a vote 
of confidence, and have tencled to stultify all their previous proceedings 

and pledges to effect a cha11ge of system. They regretted the necessity 
they \Vere u11der of again appealing to the Imperial Government for the 
rights of the colonists, but they had no other alternative, as the Governor 
refused to interpose. 

Presl1ming that the Government can have no further difficulty now in 
deciding upon the claims of N e\vfot1ndland to be immediately placed upon 
a footing of constitutional equality,:as to Responsible Government, witl1 my 
native Isla11d of Prince Ed\vard, I shall hope that I a1n not asking too 
mt1ch in soliciting the exercise of yot1r influence to secure the decision of 

Her Majesty's Go,rernment, as soon as rnay be consistent, with the conve
nience of Sir GEORGE Grey and yourself. _ 

I fully expect the arrival of my colleague, Mr. EMERSON, by Monday 
itext; and I hold a written authority from l\rlr. PARSONS, the other Dele
gate, expressing his concurrence in such steps as we 1nay adopt, co11sist• 
ently with the Resolutions of the ..,~ssembly, to accomplish the object Of 
our delegation. 

• 
I have the honor to be, 

Dear Sir 
' 

Your n1ost ht1mble and very obedient serva11t, 

F. Peel, Esq., &c. &c. P. F. LITTLE. 

. . l 

J 
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Mr. LITTLE'S Letter to the Right Honorable Sir GEORGE GREY, Secretary 
of State. 

, TA,7ISTOCK HoTEL, CovENT GARDEN, Londo11, 

22d July, 1854. 

S1R,-Having requested the honor of an i11tervie\v \vith yot1, 011 behalf 
of the Delegates appointed by the Assembly of Newfoundland to repre
sent their views on the subject of Responsible Government, I deem it my 
duty, in the absence of my colleague who 11as not yet arrived in London, 
to place before you a brief outline of the present state of the question, 
while I take the liberty of soliciting your particular attention to the ac

companying documents and those which I l1ave alreacly transmitted for 
your consideration. 

According to the despatch of His Grace the Duke of Ne\vcastle, dated 
the 24th February last, the principles of Responsible Government were. 
to be put in operation in N ewfot1ndland upon tl1e performance by the Le
gislature of the four follo,ving conditions, viz. ::-

First, that. r.etir.ing allo'''ances should be providecl for such officials as 
were subject to removal upon the adoption of the ne\v system, according 
to the rule pursued in Nova Scotia and Prince Ed Ytrard Island. 

Secondl)f, that a la"" sbo11ld. be passed to increase the n11n1ber of mem· 
bers in the A.ssembly from 15 to 30. 

"l'hirdly, that the Election expenses should be paid by tl1e Candidates, 

Fourthly, that the allowance usually granted to n1e1rtbers to n1eet 
their expenses during their attendance in the .L\ssembly should be defray .. 
ed by direct assessment on their constituents; some of these conditions 
were deemed by IIis Grace '' essential to j L1stice, and others necessary to 

. the proper \Vorking of the new syste·m." 

You will perceive by the address of the Assemb_ly to His Grace tl1e 
Duke of Newcastle, a duplicate of which I ha\1e had the honour to tra11s

mit to you, and \vhich I should state was adopted before they \vere advis
ed of your appointment, that all of these conditions on \vhich the Council 
insisted have been con1plied with 011 the part of the Assen1bly, a11d if they 

have not become the law of the Island, I venture to affirm, the f'll1lt does 
not rest with them, for they have honestly and earnestly endeavoured to 
carry them ot1t, waiving anything approaching to extreine opinicr.s,for the 
purpose of effecting a compromise 011 the points in dispute. 

As the most conclusive evidence of the anxiety of th0 Assembly to 
meet the Council fairly, I would ~·efer not only to tl1eir ge11eral mcasu -~~ s 
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oa the subject in question, but also to art address adopted by them to His 
Excellency the Governor, soliciting his mediation 'vi th t11e Council in 
tl1eir Executive capacity on the Representation Bill, in accordance with 
bis previous tender of co-operation to carry out the conditions mentioned 
in the despatch, after the Assen1bly 11ad vainly used every reasonable 
means i11 their IJO\ver to conciliate the Council, 11aving n1ade several 
substantial concessions i11 tbe details of that measure by subdividing the 
Districts of St. John's and Co11ception Bay-by co11ceding two members 
more to the n1ercantile and conservative districts of Tri11ity and Bonavis-
ta than they had on any fortner occasion felt themselves justified in grant
ing, and by itnposi11g tl1e Election expenses on Candidates. His Excel. 
lency sent a vrritten message, through Mr. Secretary Crowdy, to the 
S1Jeaker of t11e Assembly, declini!lg to receive the address, as he consider
ed it unconstitutional for them to n1alre such a request, or for him to in
terfere. I m'1y not t1se tl1e exact langt1age of the message, as it was pri
vately \\'ithdra,vn, and at His Excellency's request returned to him by the 
Speaker after it had been received and openec1 by the latter, but before it 
\Vas forrnally con1municated to the House. Such, however, \Vas the purport 
of His Excellency's st1bseque11t reply to the deputation who presented the 
address. 

As to the first conditio11, I \Yould respectft1lly refer )·ou to the accom
panying copy of tl1e Repo1 t of the Select Committee f marked A.] adopted 
by the Assembly on the subject of the retiring allo\vances. Looking at 
the financial condition of tl1e colo11J',and the manner in 'vhich the retiring 
officials have been treated in the neigl1bouring colonies of Nova Scotia 

a11d Prince EJ,vard Isla11d, the Assembly were persuaded that they had 

gone as far as jt1stice and a regard to the public interest reql1ired
altl1oug·h 1-:1.is Excellency suggested a big·her scale than the Assembly 
adopted, yet by his inesEage, (B) l,e ad1nits inferentially, the reasonable 
character of tl1e allo\vances provided by them, ~vith tl1e exception of the 
case of Mr ..... i\. ttorne:y· General Archibald, for \vl1om he claimed a retire .. 
n1ent not only for the period be held the office of Attorney General, but 
Cilso for the tirne he \Vas clerk of the Supreme and Circuit Courts of the 
Island-being about I 4 years-an office which is not affected in any \vay 
bJ' tl1e contemplated change of govern111ent, 'vhich is not of a political 
tent1re in any of tl1e colonies, and 'vl1ich he voluntarily abandoned for the 
office of Attorney General, after resolutior1s affirming the principles of 
Respo11sible Government, as applicable to Newfoundland, had passed the 
Amalgatnated Legislature. In his case the Assen1bly were j11cli1.1ed to 
act as liberally as the circt1111stances would permit, and they offered bi m 
the f1111 amou11t i)rovided by the Governor himself for an office of six years 
standing anc1 under 12 J'ears, £ 140, being one-fifth of his salary, while 
tl1ey felt t11at it \Vould be wrong to extencl the co1npensation to any spe· 
cial service not coming 'vi thin tl1e rule prescribed by the Duke of N e\v
castle, and followed in the colonies na111ed by II is Grace. 

• 
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As regards the Bill for the increase of the Representatives of the peo
ple, I would also respectfully refer you to the accompanying copy of the 
Bill [C.], and the reaso11s of the Assen1bly (D. and E.) to prove the fair
ness of the measure in every point of view. The assumed anxiety of the 

Council to balance the representation solely by a reference to sectarian 

distinctions is an t1tter fallacy; and the 1\ssembly have al\vays repudiated 

the attempts of the Council to foist such a sta11dard UJ-)On the public as the 

sole basis of representation, \vhile t11ey 11ave invariably clesired that equal 
justice shot1ld be done to all denon1inations in the distribution of members. 
That the Co1Jncil l1ave made l1se of t~1e sectarian l1ue, which they have 

managed to impart to the question, as a cloak to conceal their real object, 
being the peculiar interests of themselves and their 1nerca11tile allies, can 

be seen by the least impartial co11sideration of the facts and figures con
tained in thf' reasons of the Assembly, upo11 tl1eir co11ferences \Yi th the 

Council. 

At present the island is .dividecl into 9 llistricts. In six of these there 

are Protestant majorities of electors capable of returning nine of the fifteen 

members 'vho represent the colony, if they \Vere influenced by the test of 

the Council. The Assembly have alwa}~S been willing to duplicate the 

representation without disturbing the existing electoral districts, "vhich 

would give a result of eighteen Protestants to t\velve Catholics by the 

same mode of action; hl1t the Cot1ncil have al\Va)'S opposed that proposi
tion and contended for a sub-division of the districts. Their n1otives are 
apparent, from the facts that the electors 11aYe not acted on the sectarian 
test ; that in the district of l~o,ception Bay, for t11e sub-division of which 

t11ey have so long contended, and 'vhich the Assembly have at length 
granted, there are. 16,446 Protestants and 11,580 Catholics (according to 
the census of l8!5), giving a majority of 4,866 Protestant inhabitants, or 
abot1t 800 Electors-that they have also contended for, and obtained the 
consent of the 1\ssembly, to st1b-divide the district of St. John's, \Vhere 
the Catholic n1ajority of electors is so large, that if tl1ey '\Vere i nfluer1c
ed by the Cot1ncil's test, they '\vould return all the members for the dis
trict of their O\VU perst1asion, contrary to their i11variable cot1rse ;-that 
after the Assen1bly had consented to give a third member to tl1e mercan

tile district or 1,rinity, the Cot1ncil, in their amendments 011 the 'Represent· 

ation Bill, ct1t off a portion of this district, ai1cl added it to the conserva
tive, thot1gh not so mercantile, district of Bonavista ; that they have also 
attempted to provide in the district of Burin for the represe11tation of the 

minority, by allowing each elector the po,ver of giving t\vo votes to one 
candidate or dividing them, to secure, as they alleged, an aggregate result 
of fifteen Protestants and fottrteen Catholics-while they refused to accept 

the proposal of the Assembly to add a third member to Bonavista, which 
would be sixteen to fourteen in the distribution of members, viewed in the 

,:;ectarian light, although they proposed a meast1re in the session of 1843 

by which they then stated that a fair return of 13 to 13 wo11ld be the re-
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sult; that in a measure of the present Acting Solicitor General, in the As· 
sembly of 1850, he proposed for the liberal district of St. Mary's and Pla
centia, which has been lately rapidly freeing its trade from the control of 
the merchantsof St. John's, four members, a11d. only two to T rinity and two 
to Bonavista, while the Assembly have allowed three to each of the latter, 
and only require three for St. Mary's and Placentia, to which the Council 
would only allow two. In order to arrive at a correct conclusion on this 

singular array of facts, it is necessary to inquire into the constitl1tion of that 
Body who could be guilty of such contradictions and resort to such expedi .. 
ents as I have pointed out. It is a combination of Irresponsible Salaried offi· 
cials and their mercantile friends, who have always united in opposition 

to all popular reforms in the Colony. The Mercantile Body, though few 
in number, first opposed the granting of a representative form of govern· 
ment to the colony ; defeated in their opposition they then obtai11ed the 
control of the Go\·ernment, not as the elected of the people but as the 

Irresponsible Nominees of the Cro,vn. As they have so long, and so 
fatal to the progress of the Colony, to the. increase and independence of its 

population and the developement of its vast resources, monopolized its 
trade, they naturally desire the power to continue tr1is state of affairs, so 
conducive to their individual aggrandizement ; that after being a few 
years engaged in its trade, they retire from the country to some other 
land with handsome fortunes, handing their business over to clerks Gr 
agents "'ho asst1me the position and in time follow the example· of their j 
·employers. . 

It is, therefore, tio matter of surprise that the Council so constructed, 
and influenced by such objects, should have opposed Free Trade with the 
United States, the introduction of Responsible Government, and the pass
ing of any 1neasure of Representatioa that would have the effect of oblig
ing them to relinquish their ill-used authority, or submit to the Constitu
tional checks sect1red by Responsible Rule. But to attempt to cover their 
intentions with the assumed garb of Religion is, I do not hesitate to as
sert, without wishing by any means to wound their pious sensibilities; 
little more than mere hypocrisy. 

Having, I trust, fully shown that the Bill of the Assembly was a fair 
measure and ought to have been accepted by tbe Council, it is only neces

sary that I should state that the Assembly complied with the third condi
tion ; and as to the fourth, I presun1e that as in Canada, Nova Scotia, 
N e\V Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, the people think fit to pay the 
expenses of members during their Parliamentary attendance out of the 
general Revenue, and na precedent is to be found to the contrary even in 
the United States,-Newfoundland should not form an exception to the 
ge11eral rule adopted in the neighbouring colonies. 
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ln conclusion, I beg most respectfully to say that, as the A&sembly an-
ticipated, it was utterly hopeless to expect any arrangement with the 
Council on the Representation Bill, and the prolonged agitation of the 
matters in difference can lead to no beneficial resu ts to the colony; all 
that they ask is that you adopt the same course reference to that body as 
'was found necessary to adop't under sirnilar circumstances in Nova Scotia 
and (Prince Edward Island. rfhey want rio other rights or privileges for 
the people than Her Majesty's Government have granted td the far less 
important and less populous Island of l~rince Edward. Had the Imperial 
Government waited for the concurrence of the Council in the neighbour
ing colonies under the old system of Colonial Government, before they 
granted them the constitutional rnanagement of their own affairs, no re
form woul~ have taken place in them to this day, and the consequences 
would have been a subject of common regret to the parent Governn1ent, 
81 \Vell as to the colonies. 

As a British Colonist I am happy to find that such a line of policy is 
the reverse of that liberal and enlightened state of Colonial administration 
which experience has jt1stified the Imperial Government in adopting. The 
people of Newfoundland, therefore, appeal with confi 1l ence to you to 
place them upon a footing of equality with their fello"\-v-subjects in Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island-that they may participate i11 the bles
sings of that wise and prudent system of Colonial Govern rnen t, for the 
judicious extension of which Her Majesty's present Ministry have been 

. so peculiarly distinguished, and under which all the British N <>rth Ameri
can Provinces in the enjoyment of its invigorating influences are flour
ishing and co11tented, while Newfoundland, the oldest of the sister..: 
hood,-is bowed down under accumulated afflictions, and oppressed 'vith 
a combination of adverse circumstances, which nothing will so much tend. 
to correct as a total change in its Government. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your very humble and most obedient servant, 
P. F. LITTLE~ 

1:he Right Honour.1tble Sir George Grey, Secretary of State. 

fNo. 3.J 
DELEGATES' LETTER 1"'0 SIR GEORGE GREY. 

TAVISTOCK HoTEL, CovENT GARDEN, i 
31st July, 1854. S 

• 

S1R,-Ih compliance with your request, we have the bonor to inclose 
the accompanying letter containing the substance of our ren1arks at the 
interview with which you were pleased to favo:r us. 
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Reposing the same confidence in yo11r judgment and impartiality7 as 
tl1e Assembly did i11 the Duke of Newcastle, we are confident that, upon 
a perusal of the doct11nents st1bmitted on both sides, yo11r decision will be 
in favor of the Assen1bly. Experience has shewn that, in the conflicts 
which have taken place bet,veen tl1e Councils and the popular Branches in 
all the other British N ortl1 American Ptovinces, on the question of self
Government, the Im·perial Government have decided in favor of the 
1&.tter, notwithstanding all the intrigues and secret misrepresentations that 
were made use of to mislead the judgment of the Imperial authorities. 

' 

The Assembly of Newfoundland have always felt that the rights of the 
·colonists have been more endange·red by similar expedients, than they 
possibly cot1ld have been -by any open attempts that can be made to crush 

I 

them. 
• •• 

. . . 

If the principles of self-Governme11t have been conceded to the Colony 
agai11st the opinion and desire of the Council we \Vould respectfully sub .. 
mit that the Assembly are thereby justified in their belief, especially from 
'\\·hat has since transpired, that tl1e Government cannot consistently stop 
short in their work of reform, but• regarding the Assembly as the organ 

· of public opinion in the Colony-express.ing the well-understood wishes Of 
the people,-carry their proceedings out in the same direction to their 
practical and logical conclusion, otherwise the concession would be only 
nominal and tend to impart an impetus to renewed political agitation and 

'spread general disconter1t among the Colonists. 

The necessity for a prompt arid final decision, we are persuaded, must be 
·apparer1 t to you. Procrastination is the aim of the Ex'ecutive party ; 
they have nothing 'to lose by delay, but the public service must suffer, 
while the offiGials are sure of their f t1ll salaries being ultimately paid no 
consequence how they may prolong the contest. 

. Permit us respectfully to remind you of Mr. Hume's remark to you, that 
it was as a mere matter of form he presented the petition of the Assembly 
to the Ho11se of Com1nons last year ; and relying on the assurances of the 
Dt1l{e of Ne,vcastle, 'vho kindly presented a counterpart of it to the 
House of Lords, he refrai11ed from taking any action whatever on it ; and 
the Delegates ret11rned to the Colony, under the promise that, as soon a tter 
the rising of Parliament as leisure should pErmit, tl1e affairs subn1itted 

for the consi<leration of the G·ove1 n ment would be finally arranged. Mr 
Hume no'v holds another petition from the Assembly to the House of 
Commons, and he hopes tl1at there may not be any necessity for even 
presenting it, conceiving that reason~ justice, and the moderation displayed 

' 
by the .t\ssembly will justify t.he expediency of placing Newfoundland 
upon a footing of equdlity as to self-Government with Prince Edward 
Island, without any further delay. 
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Soliciting your indulgence for what may appear to be importunity in 
ot1r manner of urging the rights of the people whom we represent, may 
we take the liberty of requesting copies of any documents which may have 
been, or shall be received from the Delegates of the Council on the sub
ject in controversy, that we may have an opportunity of answering them, 
while 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most humble a11d very obedient serva11ts, 

P. F. LITTLE, 

GE·O. H. EMERSON~ 

To the Right Hon. Sir George Grey; 

&c. &c. &c. 

(No. 4.) 

STA'l1EMENT OF CASE BY 'l,HE DELEGATES '1,0 THE SE~ 
' 

CRETARY OF STATE. 

' ' . TAVISTOCK HOTEL, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 

28th July, !854~ 
SIR, 

I. We have the honor to tender our acknowledgments to you for the 
interview with which we were favoured, in company with Mr. Hume, by 
you on yesterday, and for the frankness with which you discussed the 
various matters, which we, as the delegates of the Hottse of Assembly of 
Newfoundland, deemed it our duty, in accordance with their resolutions 
o·n Responsible Government, to submit for your consideration. In· accord
ance \Vith your request, we have much pleasure in thus formally submit
ting the substance of our verbal remarks upon that occasion. 

2. In the first place, the House of Assembly had every reason to ex
pect, from the asst1rances of his Grace the Duke of Newcastle to Mr. 
Hume and their delegates, that Newfoundland should participate fully in 
that reformed systen1 of government which had been granted to the neigh 
bouring colonies; especially as His Grace fairly stated, the Imperial 
Government had no interest in upholding any but a good system of colo
nial government. The Assembly hoped that they would 11ot again be 
red•ced to the necessity of seeking the concurrence of the Council in pass
ing a Bill for the increase of members in the popular branch, as they r1ad 
failed in their efforts for several years past to induce the Council to consent 
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to a fair Bill on this subject. Nor did they expect that the passing of such 

a Bill by the Cot1ncil 'vould have been made a conditio11 precedent to the 
surrender of their political positio11 in the governme11t of the colony, or to 
the i11troduction of that responsible system which they had n1ost strenu

ot1sly opposed. 

3. 1'he conditions me11tioned in the despatch of His Grace, dated 24th 
February last, \Vere, first, that retiring allowances should be provided fo t 
the officials who \Vere subject to ren1oval t1pon the introduction of the 
new system of government; seco11dly, tl1at a la\v shoulJ be passed by the 
local Legislatt1re for increasing the nttmber of members in the Assembly 
from fifteen to thirt)·--not by the duplicatior1 of the present represer1ta
tion, but by a sub-di vision of the present electoral districts ; thirdly, that 
the election expenses, no\v defr&yed out of the Colonial 1"'reasury, sho11ld 
be paid in futu1 e by the candidates; ancl, fot1rthly, that the allowances 

usually granted to members to 111eet their expenses during their parlia
inentary attendanc~, should be defrayed by .. clirect assessn1e11t on their con
stituents. It \Vas evide11t to the Assembly that all these conditions, but 
one, 'vere specified, i1ot in deference to the opinion of the Assembly, bt1t 
of the Local Exect1tive, and that His Grace pt1t some of them forward i11 

connexion \Vitl1 the conces3ion of the principles of self-government, 
lvith tl1e view of conciliating botl1 parties a11d indt1cin~ them to com pro
mise tl1eir differe11ces. rfhe result s110\"VS ho'V useless it 'VaS to hope for 
a favorable issue from bodies so differently constitt1ted, and having st1ch 

diverse ol1jects in vie"\v as tl1e Assembly and Cou11cil of Newfoundland 
have alvrays had. 

4. But, as the Assembly raposed the most implicit confidence in the 
intentio11s of His Grace, they sincerely determined to adopt al l the means in 
their po\ver to compl)r, as far as pr:-ieticable, a11d co11sistently \Vitl1 the rights 
confided to tl1eir gt1ardianship, '"ith the conditions mentioned in his des-

11atch. I11 carrying out this inter1tio11, tl1ey acted in a spirit of unust1al 
liberality to\vards the 011tgoi11g salaried officials, and of compromise to
'vards th~ Col1ncil, ar~d made several st1bsta11tial concessions to them, in 
sotne of the most impor ta11t detail·1 of t11e Rcpresentatio11 Bill ; while \Ve 

efy tl1em to poi11t out, in their an1endments, a single real concession to 
tl1e vie,;vs of tl1e Asse mbl)1

, (except on t11e question of Election expe11ses, · 
which the Asse111bJ}~ assimilatecl to those allowed in Nova Scotin)·--to prove 

tl1e existence of a corres ending spirit on their part, or tl1at they 'vere 
actuated by a si11cere desire to arrive at a just and reasonable settlement 
\l'ith the .. 1..ssembl)T· 

5. As tot 1e first conditio11, tl1at has been .fully complied 'vith by the 
Assembly ; a11d no ol)jection has been macle to the re·iring allowances 
which ha·ve provided for the outgoing ofTi ,.i"' !s ~n ti '- ler1 thereto, except in 
the case of lVIr. Attorney-General .li1 cl1ibaiL1 ~ \vl10 clai1ns a pe·')s· on, not 

• 
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only on account of the loss of the office of Attorney-General, but for his 
period of ~~rvice in the office of Chief Clerk a11d Registrar of the Supre1ne 
and Cen~ral Circuit Courts ; an office which he voluntarily relinquished 
for his prese11t position, and which cannot be in any way affected by the 
contemplated change. Besides, resolutio11s affirrning the principles of 
Responsible Government were passed by the Amalgamated Assembly, 
before he became Attorney-General. Under these circumstances, the 
Assembly felt tl1at tl1ey could 011ly regard the office to be affected by the 
change, in awarding him a pension, as compensation for its loss; and ac
cordingly, allo,ved him one-fifth of the official income thereof as a retire
ment. ~1r. Johnston had been Attorney-General in No·va Scotia fe r e.: ght 
years, when Responsible Government 'vas introduced ir1to that p ·:ovi .. ~ce·, 

and he received no retirement. The amount allovfed by the Asse ri1 bly 
to Mr. Archibald exceeds that given by the Legislatl1re of Prince Edward 
Island, t1pon tl1e change in its Govern1nent, to its Attorney-General, al
though the ]atter was in that office for nearly t\venty-five years,\\ hile r·.1r.' 
Archibald has held his office not quite eight years. · 

6. It is, therefore, evident that he has no claim cf right to audi tional 
allowance; and it \vould only be '-Vith the vie\v of all othe1~ differences 
being no\V satisfactorily disposed of, that ''1 e shot1ld feel ut1rselves al1thor
ised to pledge the Assembly to increase his allo «vance, i11 accordance \Yith 

your st1ggestion ; for it would be manifestly u11fair, tl1J. t t he1· sl10ulcl be 
called upon generously to reward him for his continued l1ostility to the 
rights of the people. 

7. As to the second conditio11, we feel we ca11 fearlessly refer to the 
Bill, as originally passed by the Assen1bly, to prove tl1e fairness of the 
1neasure in every point of vie,v. Before e11tering into its details, we should 
state, tl1at they a11d the \Vhole liberal party in the colony ha,ye for tnany 
years contended against the adoption of the sectarian standard, \vhich 
the Cou11cil 11ave endeavoured to make the ostensible basis of a ne\v Re
presentation Bill. The Island is at present divided into 11ine Electoral 
Districts ; six of them having decided l1rotestant majorities of E iectors' 
able to return nine me1nbers oftl1e fi flee11, V\1ho constitt1te the Assen1bly, 
if they acted on the test of the Council. The Assembly have always 
been willing, and passed Bills '" hich \Vere rejected by the Cou11cil, to 
duplicate tl1e representation, \vithout disturbing the existing Electoral 
Districts, 'vl1ich \vould gi VP a result, if the mode of actio11 '"hich the 
Council vvould force upon the cot1ntry \Vere adopted, of eightee1i Protestant 
members to twelve Catholics. But the Council have opposed this propo
sition, and contended for the subdi,,ision of tl1e Electoral Districts, so that 
the party sl1ot1ld be divided, and mercantile at1d official influence should 
triumph under a close borough system. 

8. 'The Bill passed by the Assembly provided for the return of twen
f9·nine members; and to meet the views of the Council, two of the largest 
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districts, in population, \Vere divided : St. John's, the capital of the Is. 
land, 'vhere a large majority of the Eleotors are Catholics-which is ter
ritorially· small though more populous than any other district, except Con· 
ception Bay-was divided into two ; and Conception Bay district, where 
there is a majority of about 800 Protestant Electors, was divided into five 
divisions. .Li\. new district \Vas also created, called 14a Poile-a mere 
mercantile nomi11ation borough, having abo11t 300 Electors, and adjoin
i11g another sitnilar borough, called Fortune Bay where there has never 
been a contested election, and 'vhich is at present represented by the 
acting Solicitor-General, \vho, we understood, took his Election 'Vrit in 
11is pocket last year to that district, and brought back l1is ov.1n retu1·n. 
The 11 umber of Electoral J)istrict& was tl1us increased from nine to fifteen .~ 
and i11 the distribution of members regard was had; as far as practicable, 
to popt1lation, ai1d to the present relati\'·e adjustment of members, which 
,vas, 11owever, deviatetl from in three important partict1lars; in trebling 
the representation of Trinity, a n12 rcantile and co11servati ve district, in 
only giving one merr1ber in adclition to the present number to the liber
al district of St. Mary's and Place11tia, .~a11a•reducing the chances of the 
liberal party by one in Conception Bay; while the i-epresentation of all 
the other districts, except one \vl1ere the population was small, was 
dot1bled. 

9. The Bill was tl1en sent to tl1e Council, and they made several 
amendme11ts onj it : by taki11g a'vay thejtl11rd member from the liberal 
district of St. Mary's and 1>Iacentia" 'vhere n1ercautile influence is po'\ver
less; by adding a third 1nember to the cons(\rvative di5trict of Bona vista, 
wl1ich is considerably u·1der mercantile inflttence; by ta1\:ing off a portion 
about five or six miles of the adjoining mercantile district of 'I'rinit)1

, and 
adding it to Bonavista district, to neutralize the liberal votes i11 the pre
sent Bonavista district, ai1d thereby sect1re a complete triumph to the mer
cantile and official party there; by introducing tl1e novel principle of re
presenting a minority in one district, (Burin) for the alleged object of secur. 

ing a return of fifteen Protestant and fourteen Catholic members; and by 
introducing an enormous scale of electio11 expenses, to be paid by Candi. 
dates, \VlJicl1 \vould have had the effect of thro\ving the representation 
into the hands of a few capitalists and officials. 

10. The Bill, thus altered, \vas rett1rned to the Assembly, and for the 
purpose of satisfying the Council, though aga.inst their sense of justice to 
the popular party, the third member added by the Council to1the district 
of Bonavista, was agreed to by the As~embly ; the third member taken 
a\vay by the Council from tl1e populous district of St. Mary's and Pla
centia, was restored ; the clause introduced by the Council to secure, as 
they allege(l, a member to the Catholic · 1ninorit./ in Buri11, but which 
would hav,e had the effect of permanen ly estab isl1ing sectarian feuds, 
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and prove .. the existence of an anomalous state of iociety in Newfound
land, different from that whicl1 really exists-was disagreed to, as well as 
that cutting off a portion of the district of Trinity ; and a scale of eleclion 
expenses, similar to that in force i11 Nova Scotia, was substituted for that 
roposed by the Council. 

p 
I 1. The Assembly conceived that tl1e Bill, thus amended, \Vas 011en 

to no objection from the mercantile or official party-for while it gave 
thirty mem hers, the exact nun1 ber prescribed by the Duke of Newcastle, 
the distribution of them, even by the Cou11cil's sectarian test, gave 
~o nine districts, with Protestant n1ajorities in ericl1, the po\ver, if they 
wisl1ed to exercise it, of returning sixteen members 011t of the thirty. But 
the Council refttsed to agree to the amendments of the Assen1bly, or to 
recede from their amendments. 

12. The points of difference bet,veen the Asse111bly and tl1e Council 
are, therefore, not merely 011e, as the latter erroneously state, in th~ir 
late address, but three, viz :-first-shall the liberal district of Placentia' 
and St. Mary's l1ave a third member, or no increase 011 its present repre .. 
sentation ? Second ly-sball tl1e more independent portion of the Elec
tors of Bona vista be overpowered by the mercantile d12pe11clents from that 
portion of the district of Trinity, sought to be addec1 to the forn1er, \vhile 
the bot1ndaries of no other distri~t have been disturbec11 A11cl, thirdly
shall tl1e untried principle of representing minorities be acoptecl in the 
district of Burin, to serve the double policy of the Council ancl their 

·mercantile friends 1 

13. To adduce additional evidence of tl1e anxiety of the Assembly to 
come to an agreement with the Council, the former proposPcl, rattier 
than accede to the amendments of the Co uncil,to abandon their O\Vn Bil~ 

altogether, and adopt a measure introduced by the present rcting Solicitor 
General in 1850, with a slight 1110Jification ; t 11at the divi8ion of an J 

otl1er districts, besides St. John's and Conception Bay, shot1ld b.~ made 
only on a requisition to the Gover11or by t\vo-fi1. ths of tl1e Electors of any 
district requiring such subdivisio11. That measure proposed four 1nen1. 
hers for St. Mary's and Placentia district, for ,,~l1ich tl1e A ssen1 bly, in their 
last Bill, only claimed· three, a11d to which the Cot~ncil ,,·oulcl only g·ive· 
two; two to Bonavista, to 'vhich the Assernbl y n11o\Ve(1 tl1ree ; and two to 
Trinity, to which tl1e Assembly also allo:ved three. rrr1e Council r-e 'use(l· 

• 

to comply with this offer. The Assembl)y appealed· to tl1e Governor, to 
use his mediation. He refused to it1 terfere. E"'our months a11d a·l1 :tlf 
were chiefly spent on the measure. rrhe representatives of tl1e people did 
their utmost to effect an arrangement, according to the desire of the Dnke 
of Newcastle ; and failing to effect it, they det ermi11ed to appeal ?.gain to 
tb.e Imperial Government for a change of system, as they fou11d 7 fron1 
long experience, that it was impossible for them to worl\: 'vith the Council. 
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14. As to t
1

he 'fourth condition, it is only necess~:ry, -*e pre'su·me-, 
that we should state that n ei'ther in Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brll'ns
wick, no·r Pri~ce Ed,vard Island, are the members of the Assemnly paid 

by direct assessment on th~ir constitue~ts, but out of the General ~eve·
nue ; and there does not appear to be any reason why a different course 
should be adopted in Newfoundland. The address of the Council, which 
we regret to perceive, displ'ays a total disregard of facts, to which i~ .is 
r0ur duty respectfully to direct your attention,-states that it was '' from 
::a regard to the privileges of tl1e House of A8sembly, the C.ouncil did not 
:insert a provision for preventing 1nembe~s receiving pay from the public 
>,chest-a statement s'ing11larly at ,~ariance with their im,position of ~lection 
expenses on candidates, in the insertion of wl1ich provision in t~e Bill SeQt 
up from the AssemblJ\ t l1e privileges of the Assembly were as much in-
·volved as they could have been on the other question, and evinces a re· 
gard for tllose privileges, whicl1 is both novel and t1nexpected·, especially 
·in the face of their repeated violatiqns thereof, in altering Educatio~, 

.. 
Road, and other Money Bills of the Assetnbly, session after ~es$ion. It 
would, however, ha re been more frank . on the part of . t_oe Council, to 
have stated the fact, that every member of the Assembly, with the ~xcep
tion of the Solicitor ·General, was o~posed to that condition, and w'ould 
have resisted its adoptio·n., in any shape, !f the attempt, had been ni~de to 

insert it. • • .. 
•. . 

. 15. The ·assu·med dignity with ~~bich t!le 'Co.uncil charg'e the Ass~m-
bly, '' with having cast unworthy a~d unwarranted imputations" on them, 
'they consider sufficien't evidence of the existence of such imputations» 
without on their part deigning to_ partict1larize, or answer any of them ; 
·"·bile they also assume that their cl1aracter justifies, their passing them, 
if they have been made, without ·observation. Now we are perfectly sa
tisfied, that the conduct of both branches of the Legislature, on the Re .. 
presentation Bill and on all their other measures bearing on the difference: 
between them, shall be judged not by the mere professions of either 
party, but by the intrinsic merit of their actions. 

' 

16. They state, that by takjng one ~ember from St. Mary's and fla-
~entia·, with a population of 6. 7 43 in (1845), and now nearly J0,000,~ ... 
le,aving it only two,-beir•g no in crease in its present r~presaJ?ta~ion, . ~nii 
allo\vir1g three to Bonavista, \vi th a population of 7,227. (i_n 1845 ), ''. ~e
cu ·ed the object equally clesi~ed by bci th branches, without in a~y df.g~~e 
affecting the fair p~ inciple of represe11tation ~s regar9.s popu!a~ion.'' , N9w 
the proportion of tl1e population for each mem~er , of_- ~]].i1·ty, ~9)1ld~"f:?.e 

about 3,200. To give three members to 7.,2~7, ~ aQd. QI:llY , 1\fO '.t.2 .. '?~~47:~~ 
while the district of LaPoile like F ortune Bay, a mere mercantile nomi
nation bor<;>ug9, \Va.s to h~~e , ~ad -C?~e~m~:tnber fqr · -2~l-80,. ~\.P.d ,-Fo.r

41
tQne 

Bay. o_ne.for 2,920, at~ 1,faC;t~ ;,not .at 11."'l c ~ .. siptent ~, .. f i.l.h ~ Abe ~. VD.quaijllad 
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statement of the Council. How this unjust mode of action could secur~ 
the object of the Aseembly, we are at a loss to understand. This is likt. 
their gratuitous libel on. the peaceable character of the £lectors of Burin-· 
certainly in accordance \vith the acts of a body who acknowledge no re
sponsibili'ty to the pubiic for their conduct; and as they are not obliged 

• I ' • 

to justify themselves in any constitutional manner, they conceive that 
they may with impunity continue to misrepresent the people, as they have 
hitherto done. 

17. They also state that '' because th'e amen·dments of the Council dn 
not st1it the vie\vs of eight or nine members of the Assembly, the Coun
cil shall be put aside or reconstrt1cted, so as to be thP mere instrutrten t of 
the Assembly, is too extravaga11t to require observation." This assump
tion strikes at the roo't of Responsible Government, and is q.uite in keep· 
ing with many others of a similar c~aracter made by the Council, to jus ... ' 
tify their acts and conceal their weakness. 1t is not alone fo~ this reason',. 
but because they have by their general mismanagement of the affairs or' 
the Colony, forfeited, if they ever possessed, the confidence of the people~ 
that they must submit to the consequences of their conduct, and the ac .. 
tion of public opinion. It is evident from this view of their position, that 

, . 
they are resolved to retai11 their salaries and power as long as they can, 
and that they will not sanction the passing of any n1easure of representa
tion that will deprive tl1em of either .. 

18. As a consequence of the refusal of the Assembly to gtant supplies 
they state that act '' will leave a vast number of aged, infirm, and 'vidow
ed pat1pers without legal provisioni and will also leave the youth of the 
colony utterly destitute of means of education." . • • . . ~' Such 
conduct proclaims the unfitness of its authors for being the depositories of 
legislative powers." The Assembly were assured that they could not, 
consistently with their pledges to their co11stituents, and the rights and 
integrity of the popular branch, vote supplies for the support of a system 
of governme11t which they had frequently declared had logt all public con..
:fidence, without c0mpromising their honour, and stultifying their previous 
:resolutions ; which would ha'\'·e aroused public indig11ation, and brough~ 
on the Assembly a share of that odium which attaches to the conduct of 
the Council, whose unfitness to go,rern the colony bas been too clearly 
demonstrated to require any other proof than that which their address af-

_ ... fords. The Assembly regretted the necessity imposed on them ·by the 
Council of taking such a step ; it was taken upon calm and due delibera
tion, and from a sense of honor, as well as a knowledge of their co·nstitu
tional rights ; and they were prepared to assume all the responsibilities 
c~~equeµt upon their determination. 

19.~ - But at the opening of the last Session, the Assembly gave a gt1ar
! antee to. H~s Excellency in reply to his op~ning speech, that they w-0uld . . . 

~' 
" 
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indemnify him: for his past extra expenditure for the relief of the poor, 
and alsofor any future ot1tlay that might be necessary for that pt1rpose. 
His Excellency acted upon this assurance for several n1ontl1s ; arid ~ re
piove any doubt on this head, and prevent a11}· difficulty occt1!·ring to the 
Governaier1t thereo11, the liberal party, on the last day of the Session of 
the Assembly, movecl an address to f-Iis Excellency, at1thorising a contiii· 
ttance of any 11ecessary expenditure for the relief of tbe poor, the sup
port of the lunatic paupers, ahd an ot1tlay of abot1t £750, for the comple

tion of tl1e new JJunatic Asylum, so a~ to render it fit for the immediate 
reception of the lunatic !laupers. 'l"'his address \Vas strongly opposed by 
Mr. Hoyles, the acting Solicitor-General, who spoke for nearly two hours 
against time to prevent its passing, t~ntil the Governor st1n1 moned the 
attendance of the .1.i\.ssembly before l1im, f<Jr the purpose of proroguing 
the Legislature ; a11d he thus succeeded in defeating it, though standing 
in a minority. 

20. Now, we must suppose that the Solicitor General acted thus ac. 
cording to instructions from the Government, as the usual notice had 

been given in the Assembly of the address, and a copy of tl1e previous 
day's proceedings, containing tl1e notice, had bee11 sent to the Governor~ 
according to the practice of the flot1se. 1'hen~ for the Council, under 
these circumstances, to state, tt1at through the rnisconduct of the Assem

bly no provision bas bee11 made for this branch of the public service, is 
not only untrue in fact, bt1t the conduct of their organ in the Assembly 
reflects great discredit upon them, for res6rting to such an e){pedient to 
make out a case aga~nst the i\ssembly. The Assembly \Vere actuated by 
a desire to meet, as far as they consistently could, the more pressing d~
mands on the Executive ; and the claims of the poor were, in their opin
ion, of such a character as to justify then1 in tuaking an exception in their 
favor. Besides passing the. 1~ eventte Bill for the current year, they als<> 
passed a Loan Bill, to enable the Government to raise £6,000, to meet 
past and accruing liabilities . 

. , 

21. As regards the Education Bill, the Assembly have been so often 
subjected to t11e dictatio11 of the Council, in atten1pting to pass a measure 
on this subject, and the Cot1ncil having, in the Session of J 853 informed 

' ' 
the Assembly, by a '\tvritten message, of their expectation that the Assem,;. 
bl}· would pass one in accordance ''1ith their vie'-VS, having reft1sed at that · 
time to pass the Act of 1853 for more than one year, the Assembly, 
therefore, resolved not to subject themselves to a renewal of a controversy 
on this question, as it was likely to result it1 no practical good. This was 

an influential motive on the part of the Assembly for their conduct on this 

subject; and the manner in which the Council had acted on the Educa
tion Bill in the previous Sessions, partly induced the adoption of the 
general resolution 11ot to vote any supplies.. ., 

. . 

·. 
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~g. 1 r'J;he ,assw:p.ptio~ qf the poup..cil, th~t a major~ty of tlie Ass~m~Ir 
represent a p:iinority of the people, is~ l too trar;isparent to require any fur-

~ 

ther remllrk, than that~.,ip the course ptursued by the As~e.m bly on the . 
poipts wherein they hay;e differed with the Council, they are sustained by 
all the liberal and enligbte11ed men in the Colony, by every disinterested 
obser~ver outside of the Gover.nment circle, and on (he .gener&.l principles 
at stake, by no less tha11 three or four distinct houses of Assembly. 

23. As for tl1e commu11ity of interest which the Council state exists 
t 

bet\veen cert~in members of their body, and the operative and other 

classes, tl1ey have taken a singular mode of giving effect to such a noti011~ 
. It is notorior s, that tl1ey have resorted to every expedient to rivet the 

chains-in 'vhich they, and others like them, have bound the operative 
popt1lation. That only a fe\v years since, they secretly obtained, through 

' 

the lmrJerial Government, the repeal of the Fisherman's Charter, '"hich, 
since the time of the benevolent Sir Hugh Palliser, had secured them in 
the payment of their hard-earned wages, out of the proceeds of their voy
age ; and now, if the voyage shoulti fall s}1ort of the amount of the outfits 
gi.,·en to the Planter, with their most e11or1nous overcharges, the unfortt1· 
nate fisl-1ermar1 is deprived of his \vages and thro\vn on the Government to 
be supported as a pat1per. That this same disinterested body have re
jected several Bills sent ~up by the Assembly, to secnre the poor fishermen 
ir: the payment of their wages, out of their voj·age, in case of the insolv
ency of the Planter; and from the monopolising spirit of these few 
St. J oh11's merchants, the shopl<eepers 01id tradesmen of St. Joha?s are 
scarcely able to maintain their basiness, an(l many 0f them l1ave, there
fore, like vast numbers of our oppressed fisl1ermen, been obliged to leave 
the country, for t}le purpose of improving their condition. Let us not be 
understood ~s including in the m~rcantile official party, all the gentlemen 
engr~ ged in the trade of Ne,vfoundland.. There are some honourable ex
~eptions:-bigh-minded men, who have cleclar.ed that the Representation 
Bill Qf the AssemQlif was a .fair and reasonable mea~11re, and that Ne'v~ 
fo~ndland is as well entitled to Responsible Government as any of the 
neighbouring colonies. 

24. In conclt1sion, pern1it 11s to state, that it will be perfectly useless 
for the Imperial Government to send us back to the Colony, to tell the 
peopie that their representatives .. m;ust again submit to a renewal of their 
efft3rts ~o appease the Council on the Representation Bill ; especially if the 
]atter should succeed in .inducing the Governor to acq11iesce in their de
sire to postpone the concession .of Responsible Government »ntil they 
cor~e to an .p.greement with the Assembly, .~vhich they have assail~d if! the 
most t1n1neasured .. t erms in their Add1:ess ; aQd it should be re n1em~b,ered, 
th t, hov,~ever desirable an increase of Re1lrese~tatives m~y be to wo~rk out 
the det&ils of the new system, sucl1 a measu1·e is 11ot n€cessary •before ·its 
introduction. 

• 

~~e h~ye the hopqr to :be, Sir; 
Xour most humble.~~nd V.ery obedien~ servqnts, . 

P. F. LITT~E, . 
,J. GEO: H. EMERSON. 

To:the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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(No. 5.) 

DELEGATES' LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, ESQ. 

TAVISTOCK HOTEL, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 

l st August, 1854. 

DEAR S1R,-We beg to draw your attention to a statement reported in 
to-day's Ti1nes, as having been made by Sir J oh11 Pakington in his place 
in Parliament last evening, upon putting a question to the Right Hon. 
Sir George Grey, in reference to the affairs of Newfoundland, to the effect 
that tl1e Legislature of N ewfoundlancl had rejected the conditions on 
which Responsible Government was granted by the despatch of the Duke 
of Newcastle. 

Now, as Sir Jol1n is the acknowledged agent of the Executive party,. 
we feel that "Ve have good cause to complain of this tnisrepresentation, 
at least, of the conduct of the Assembly in relation to those conditions. 
They have done their utmost to comply with them as far as practicable. 
The failure to com1>ly with them rests, therefore, \Vith the Council, who 
we presun1e, have been misleJ ir1 this !matter by their Delegates, or some· 
of their colleagues connected \Vith the local Executive. 

'Ve have tlie honor to remain, &c., 

P. F. LITTLE, 
• 

GEO. H. EMERSON. 

Joseph Hume, Esq., &c., &c., &c., 

... 

fNo. 6.J 

LETrfER FROM JOSEPH HUME, EsQ., 1'0 SIR GEORGE GREY.,· 

BRY'.ANSTON SQUARE. 

MY 'DEAR SIR GEORGE, 
1st August, 1854. 

From the que~tion put to yot1 last night by Sir John Pakington, I fear 
that the Delegates from the Council have been making erroneous repre
sentations, calculated to \viden &nd not to heal the breach that remains 
between the Council and the Assembly. 

The difference is so triflfng that !~hope you will exercise your power in 
settling it1 and you cannot be wrong in deciding to place the people of· 
~ewfoundl -1nd ('1~ promised by the Duke of Newcastle) on the same foot.: · 
1ng as t11e Provinces of Nova Scotia, Priuoe Edward Island, &c., &c. 
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The people of Newfoundland want nothing more, and I really cannot 
think that the Delegates here can be satisfied with less. 

My anxiety to see all the differences healed will, I hope, excuse, 

Yours sincerely, 

JOSEPH HUME. 

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, M. P. 

P. S.-1 \vill call, or see you in the House, on Thursday_, by· which 
time I hope to learn that all has been adjusted. J. H. 

----
(No. 7.) 

THE DELEGATES' LETTER TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE 

OF NEWCAS'l'LE·. 

TAVISTOCK HoTEt., CovENT GARDEN. 

~ugu1t 1st.. 1854. 

MY LoRD DukE,-We have the honor to inform you, that we have· 
been requested by Mr. Hume to enclose for your perusal the accompany
ing letter, containing a report of our statements to· Sir George Grey, as 
to what the Assembly of Newfoundland have done in compliance with 
the conditions mentioned in your Despatch of 24th February last, and of ' 
the exact position of the differences between them and the Council . 

. 
We trust that Your Grace will perceive in the proceedings of the As ... 

sembly a display of no ordinary degree of moderation, and an anxious 
desire to preserve that just opinion which you formed of them, when you 
resolved, in compliance with their address, to place Newfoundland upon 
a footing of equality with her sister colonies as to the enjoyment of Re· 
sponsible Government. 

In their anxiety to carry out your wishes,, and if possible, conciliat e~ 
the Coun~il on the Representation Biil, in the opinion of n1any of their 
friends, they have gone too far in their concessions ; their advances, 
however, have not been met, for as they fully anticipated, nothing \Vould 
satisfy the Council but an absolute surrender of the rights of the people· 
into their hands. " 

Under these circumstances, we feel that as the delegates of the Assem
bly, it is our duty to inform you of these facts as bearing upon an import
ant act of your Colonial administration. You gave the Council the best 
possible chance of obtaining reasonable terms for their party in connection 
with the contemplated change of Government. They have gained much 
by the opportunity thus •fl'orded- Nor are the Assembly disposed to re-
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tract any of their concessions, but they cannot make any fu1·ther conces
sion, nor would it be just to require them to· submit to any further sacrifice 
of the people's rights and what is due to their O\Vn honor. 

May we, therefore, so far intrude upon your friendly d.isposition and 
your spirit of fair play, as to interpose on behalf of the people of New
foundland, that your expressed intentions to the Delegates last year may 
not be frustrated, and that Responsible Government may at once be put 
into operation, upon the understanding that one of the first acts of the 
New Government should be to pass a Representation Bill similar to that 
agreed to by the Assembly last session. 

In thus intrt1ding upon you, we inost frankly apologise· for the adoption 
of what we conceive to be an irregular mode of proceeding; but we feel 
t11at in thus following the advice of a mu.tt1al friend anxious that justice 
shall be done, with your friendly disposition, you will not misconstrue our 
motives, nor fail to do that,. as one of the most exalted of Her Majesty's 
ministers, which we are confident you would not have hesitated doing as 
the 11ead of the Colonial Department. 

We beg to inform your Grace, that \Ve have a petition from the House 
()f Assembly to the House of Lords, but we hope there may not be any 
necessity to solicit your Grace to honor the Assembly by presenting it. 

'Ve have tl1e ho·nor to be, my Lord Duke, 

Your most humble and deyoted servants, 

P. F. LITTLE, 
' 

GEO. H. EMERSON. 

To His Grace the Duke of NewcastlP, &c., &c., &c. 

~~ ...... J 

• 

(No. 8.) 

l;HE DUI(E OF NEWCASTLE'S REPLY. 
,. 

DOWNING STREET. 

2nd .4.ugu1t, 1854:. 

GENTLEMEN,-l am obliged to yot1 for sending me a eopy of your let
ter to Sir George G1·ey, and for informing me of the present position of 
your difference in Newfoundland upon the subject of Responsible Gov-
ernment. , • 

• 
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I have carefully perused your letter and its inclosures, at1d I am glad 
to express the great satisfaction with which I learn that the .Assembly 
departed from the determination to ad.here to its extreme demands, which 
I was apprehensive they meant to make upon the receipt of my despatch 
to the Governor in l\ilarch last. 

Great concessions in a conciliatory spirit seem to have been made, and 
the points of difference between you and the Council are now so few and 
so small, that I feel very confident that the close of this unfortunate con
test is now near at hand. 

I come to this conclusion the more hopeft1lly, in consequence of the 
conversation \Vhich I have this day had with Sir George Grey,-in \Yhose 
hands I am sure you will leave the settlement witl1 safety and. without 
apprehension. 

Sincerely hoping that prosperity and concord, free from all religious 

differences, may be in store for the colony of Newfoundland, 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

NEW CAST.LE~ 

P. F. Little, Esq., and Geo. H. Emerson, Esq. 

(No. 9.) 

THE DELEGATES' IjETTER 1,0 JOSEPH HUME, E'sq .. 

TAVISTOCK HoTEL, CovENT GARDEN, 

3rd August, 1854. 

DEAR S1R,-W e have the honor to enclose for your information, a copy 
of a letter which \Ve have jnst received fron1 the Duke of Ne,vcastle, in 

reply to our comtnunication to His Grace, a11d also a copy of your letter 
to Sir George Grey. 

Jt1dging from the j11st and impartial views of the Duke of Newcastle, we 

thi11k that Sir George Grey can have no hesitation in deciding at once 
to comply with the address of the A~sembly, by issuing instructions to the 

Governor, first, ~issolving the Council ; secondly, co11ceding Responsible 

Governme11t to ·Newfoundland as it is in force and unc.lerstood in Prince 
Ed\vard Island, arid authorising the imr.nediate appointment of two sepa
rate Councils-the Legislative Council to consi~t of not more than 
fifteen members, and the Executive Council not more than nine ; tJi~ 
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latter to b~ selected from both branches of the LP~i~l~tu:e, inpluding 
the heads of the pri11cipal depart merits ; arid thirdly, directiJ.ig the ne,v· 

• • I 

governn1ent, upo11 its organization, to pass a Pension Bill, securing the 
retiriug allowances to the ou~going officials; a Representation Bill Rimilar 

' to th&t adopted by tl1 e Assembly ]ast session, and such other meast1res 
; 

as the exigencies of the Govern_ment may render expediei1t. The Assem_. 
bly a1·e bound by tl1eir resolt1tions of the 5th J t1ne last, to pass these Bills; 
and we do not hesittiie to say; that they will honourably di$Char.ge thelr 
obligation. 

'l,o enable the new government to pass these meast1res 'viihout delay 
and dissolve the Assembly, so as to have the general electio~s for the Is~· 
land in the coming autumn, it is 11ecessary that Sir (ieorge should ~ecide 
as soon as possible. · 

. . 
If you will be so kind as to place tl1ose vie,vs before him, )'OU will ~dd 

to the· many favors you ha\?e conferr.ed upon the peo1)le, __ \\'hose rights you 
have so ably and disinterestedly advocated. 

. . . . 

'Vith sentiments of gratitude, \Ve beg to say, that one of t1s will take 
the liberty of calling on you to-morrow morning, to ascertain. the resulv 

.. . 
of your i11terview with Sir George Grey, while \Ve have the honor to 

• remain, 
t 

Your most faithful and obedient servants, 

.. 

P. F. LITTLE, 

G. H. EMERsON • 

lf ~seph Hurile, Esq., M. P. &c.; &c.; 

,. 

(No. 10.) 
. 

DELEGATESt LETTER TO JOSEPH HriME, Es·o. 
·TAVISTOCK HoTEL, CovENT GARDEN, toNnoN. 

I 

5th .A.U!l_U~t,1 18_54~ 
i>EAR Srn,-W:e beg fo remind you t)lat the three points. 0£ ·differ,f!)nce 

between the Assembly and Council of Newfoundland on the Repr~s~nta-. . . 

tion Bill are, first-shall a portion of the mercantil~ dist~ct of Trjnity b~ 
cut off and added to the district of Bonavi,.sta, to neu~raljze the Jjber.a~ 

votes it1 the latter, a11d secure the return of three m~rcaptile , members for 
that district~ Secondly, shall the only member added ~Ot tlie~ represent .. 
ation of the popt1lous distriet of Sf. l\'.f ary's and Placentia, 0~ taken 
away_:_ territorially one of ~he most-if not the m@st exte11sive district i~ 
the Island-,vhile the representation of nearlyr all the other district~ ;s . 

• 



• 

• 

44 JfJURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

many of these being ~m~ller in size and population-has been doubled, 
and in t\vo districts trebled, one of which contains only 100 more electors! 
And tl1irdly,-shall the principle of representing minorities, by allo\ving 
each voter to give two votes to one Candidate, be adopted in the district 
of Burin, while no such principle is sot1ght to be applied to any other 

District? 

The Assembly, so far as they are concerned, have decided these ques
tions in the negative; and having as tl1e Duke of Ne,vcastle, in his letter 
to us of the 2nd inst., correctly states, '' n1ade great co11cessions in a con
c111atory spirit," they have resolved to make no fttrther concessions on 
this subject, nor could they surrender th~ir position on any of those points, 
'vithout sacrificing the rights of tl1e people. 

On the 8th Ju11e last, the Assembly resolved to appeal to the Imperial . . 

Government, not simply · to obtain the expression of its opinion on their 
measures, but to concede the irnmediate application of R~sponsible Gov
ernment, with the cnderstanding t~at on the forrnation of a new Council; 
a measure of Representativn similar to that recently· adopted by the As-

, . 
sembly, be passed and brought into operation ':Vithout deJar. While, 
however, we are grateful for the expression of the just opinion formed ·by 

. . ;. : 

His Grace on the conduct of t11e Assembly, and satisfied to adopt his 
suggestion '' to leave the settlem~nt wit~ safety and without apprehen_ 
sion" to Sir George Grey, we should not feel justified in tra11sferring it to 
the Governor at1d his CounciJ. Such an experiment, we are confident, 
would only result in prolonging the conflict, as the Council would return 
to the consideration of the subject with feelings of trit1mph arising from 
the inevitable conclusion, that their. obstructive policy having been so fa~ 
sliccesst\11, they \Vere in the right and would be justified in maintaining 

c 
their position. ~ 

· Looking to their past conduct and the desire of the Council for such a 
contingency, the A~sembly, as late as the 8th June, declared tqeir opin
ion, that notwit hstan ding the concession of the principles of Responsible 
Government, '' the pr esfnt Council "·ill lfave no means untried to stay 

. -

the introduction of the change." 

· If, undef these c!rcums~an ces, Sir George Grey should imagine that th
6 

Counci 1 C?f Newfoundland, if uilfQrtunately ior the colony they should he 
continued in power, may, in their future proceedings, form an exception. 
either to their past history, or to the cha1 act fr common to all such bodies 
apt 1 y deEcribed by Mr. Peel, on yesterday, in the House of Commons, on 
the discussion · of the (~anada Bill, as ,,. obstlnctive" to Legislation; then·, 
we must say, with great deference, th.at we know cf nathing in this case to 
justify the exception, or the adoptio~ of a different policy in Newfound .. 
land from that which has been successfully pursued in Canada and Prine• 
Edward Island in relation to their obstructive Councils. 
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if, therefore, Sir George Grey should not satisfy yott as to the proprietf 
ef the course he may he disposed to adopt, you will oblige us by showing 
him this letter, and ''informing him of the reluctance we have evinced to 
adopt any step in relation to our affriirs that shot1ld not meet the approval 
of the Duke of N e\vcastle and hi1n ~elf. In s11ch case our d11ty obliges ua 
to repeat our request, that you will be so kind as to present the petition of 
the Assembly to the flouse of Commons, and m~ve for the despatches men
tioned in a former note. As soon a_.s you s-hall in.form us of the necessity• 
we shall see ~fr. Bright, and \Ve have already arranged to meet other 
members, "vho, like hin1, have te11dered their co-operation to obt&irl 
equal justice for Newfoundland. 

• 

Your's most respectful1y, 

Toseph Hume, Esq., &c., M. P., &c., &c-. 

(No. 11.) 

P. F. LITTLE, 

GEO. H. EMERSON. 

THE DEIAEG .. .\TES' LETTER TO RICHARD COBDEN, EsQ. M. Pa 

Messrs. Little and Emerson, the De1egates from the Assembly of New~ 
foundland, present their cd~pliments to Mr. Cobden, and have the honor 
of enclosing the accompanying documents, to which they would respect
fully call his . attention. They consider that Colony as well entitle·d to . 
the possession of self-gover11ment as any of the neighbouring Provinces, 
and they therefore solicit the influential co-operation of Mr. Cobden, in 
whom the colonists repose the utmost confidence, to obtain equal justice 
for the oldest and worst governed of Her ~!ajesty' s British North Ameri
can possessions. 

• 
:h:Ir. Hume is in possession of the petition of the Assembly of Nev1-

foundland to the House of Commons, praying for the immediate intro
duction of Responsible Government; as soon as he may determine on the 

' 
course to be adopted in relation to it, the Delegates will inform Mr. 
Cobden Jhereof. 

'l.,avistock Hotel, 
5th Aug., 1854. } ' 

" .... 

• 
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LE.fTER FROM 1?~EDERICK PEEL ESQ., TO MR. LI'ITL~ . 
' 

DOWNING STREET, 

9th ~ugust, 1854:. 
' 

S1a,..:.....I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey, to transmit to you 
copy of a letter which has been addressed to him by ~les :rs. Archibald 
and Row, and of the answer. \vhich he has caused to be made thereto; and 
which you will consider as conveying ~similar per1nission to yourself ~nd 
Mr. Emerson with that granted to those gentlemen. 

I am, Sir, 
• 

• 

Yot1r obedient se1 .. vant, 

FREDERICK PEEL~ 
P. F. Little, Esq~ 

• 

(No. 13.) • 

LETTER FROM HON. E. M. ARCHIBALD TO SIR 

GEORGE GREY. 

(COPY) 

t 3, TA.NFIELD COURT, '1.1EM'.PLE, 

' 
28th July, 1854. 

SIR,-Mr. Row and myself, who have been named by the Governor 
of Newfoundland as Delegates to furnish information in reference to the 
state of the Colo11y; and more especially in reference to the measures 
preliminary to the introduction of llespo?1sible Government, considering 
that it \vill be mo¥e co11venient that in any s· atement '\Ve may submit, we 
should . confine our observations to the po·n s 'vl1iel1 have bee11 raised, or 
allegations made by the Delegates of the Assembly-respectfully request 
for this purpose, that we n1ay be put in possession of, or be furnished with, 
a copy of any representation which may. have been laid before Her Ma.
jesty'$ Government by the Delegates of the Assen1bly. 

I 
We have, &c., 

(Signed) 
E. M. ARCHIBALD. 

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, l\f. P~ 
• 

&c., &c., &c~ • • 

• 

' 
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• 

E. M. Al{CHIBALD. 

, Do~,NING · Sr,REET, 
• 

J l ' ' 

9th ~u~u~t, , 1854. 

SiR?-l am directed by Secretary ~ir George Grey, ttl state in reply to 
your letter of the 28th ultitn!l, requesting on behalf of yourself rtnd Mr. 
Row to be placed in possession of any representation "'hich n1ay have 
been made to Her Majesty's <iovernrnent by the Delegates .of the Assem
bly, that Sir George Grey has already, since \1is interviews with the Dele-. 
gates of both parties, addressed to the Governor of Ne\vfo11ndland, a des
patch embodying his views on the poi11ts in dispute. He is not aware, 
therefore, that any object is to be attained by a prolongation of the con
troversy, but he considers itJUSt to both parties that each should b e .. -.:ware ~ 

of the arguments which may have been used by the other, and yo.u are . ' 
therefore at liberty to read, on apI?lication to this Department, st:.ch -)e$· 
ters as have been received from Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson. . 

I ' 

Copy of your letter and this ans,ver li~e been sent to these gentlemen,. 

I am, &c., · 

(Signed) 

£. M. i\.tchibald, Esq. 
• 

• 

>· . ~. 

J 

(No. 15.) 

FREDE~ICK PEEL. 

• 

. . ~ 

• r 
1 

THE DELEGA'l~ES' LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, ESQ 

TAVISTOCK HOTEL, COVENT GARDEN, LoN:i;>ON'. 

· 9th August, 1$54. 

DEAR Sra,-W e have the honor to inform you of our opi11ion on the 
course which Sir Geo~ge Prey intimated to ~s, to·day, .it is his intentton 
to pursue upo11 the application of the Hot1se ·of Assembly 9f Newfound
land for the immediate introduction of Responsi!>le ·Gove:i:nmen.t into that 
colony. , . ... i , ;: 

• -r ' " • ' 

In declining to comply ·with the request of the Assembly~ · to ~~~olve 

the Cou_ncil without any furt?er delay, and 'referrin.f ba~~ th~·.~Re~l~se~t: 
~tion Bill to the local Legislature~· with the view of D'iaking the Governor 

~ • • ' ' <f ~- • ' . '( I - • 

~mediator between both branches, so as to effect ·an' arrangement o·n its · 
cetails, ·he seemed at first td forget th~t upon 'the · ¢·ondttibn$ · m~ftt1~n:ed. , iil 
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the Dttke of Newcastle"s despatch belng complied \Tith, the Cot1ncil 
ahould be forthwith di solved, other'rvise tl1ere would be no practical con 
cession of the new system. 

The course adopted in Canada, Prince Ed\vard Island, and all the 
neighbouring colonies upon the introdt1ction of Responsible Government, 
was to dissolve the old obstructive Councils and organise new bodies in 
accordance with pub lie opinion, in their stead. Upon a little reflection,. 
Sir George admitted that the same course should b·e adopted in Newfound· 
land upon the conditions being comp1ied with. It is de~irable that there 
should be no mistake on this point ; for if the Council are to retain po,v· 
~r after the conditions shall have been fulfilled, and General Elections 
~hould take place under their administration, there would be a plain in 
justice to the .\ssembly and the people in st1cl1 a step. Thi~ is the view· 
generally entertained in the Colony as to the purport of the Duke's 
Despatch. 

There is a more serious aE:pect of our affairs, to wbic'h ,,,.e deem it ne 
- ces.sary to call your attention and that of the Britisl1 Government. Be
lieving in the injustice and in11tility of obl!ging the Assen1bly to renew 
their aborti\'e efforts to come to an arrangement with the obstructive 
Council, on the Representation Bill-a majority of whose members de 
not care for any mediation .that might have the effect of depriving them of 
their positi.on in the Government, or what becomes of the Colony or the 
people, so that they can carry out their own selfish policy-,ve have there
fore to enter our protest against the adoption. of such a measur·e. If the· 
Assembly is to be regarded as the organ of public opi11ion in advocating 
the principles of Responsible Go\'ernment, and the Council a·re adtnittecl · 
'to be wrong in originally resisting and still continuing their opposition in 
its introduction, we are at a loss to know why the Government have he..
sitated to apply the same impartial mode of reasoning to the details of a 
,measnre, which has been d. eemed necessary for the better working of the 
' new ~s-ystem. As, however, the Government have resolved to try the ex •. 
periment, we think it fair that they should fully understand the determina• 
tion 01 the Assembly, that the ref ponsibility may rest in the proper quar .. 
ter, fo1 the consequences which may result from tl1is line of action. 

The Governor is a decided partizan of his Council; and all the Govern.; 
ment patronage which he has at his disposal, he has bestowed on theit 
favorites. When the Assembly st,ught his mediation on the Representa.
tion Bill last Session, he ·insulted tbe·m by declaring their address unconsti"' 
tutional, r~hen .. refu~ing to receive it, and after\\1 ards on retracting that 
resolution, positively declaring to interpose. He has come into colli-
1ion with t~e Assembl1 on other occasions, instigated by the Council._ 
and the Assembly have denouneed his _conduct in reference to their-
proceedioga oil twc;> distinct 1ubjects, and :at . tvro separate periods, 
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one of tbem being in reference- to the Rnpr esentation Bill. Is 
it reasonable then, we would ask, to n1al\:e him an t1mpire 
between hiR own Council, to which he is so allietl, and the Assembly, 
which l1e has thus opposed 7,. Besides, we think it on1~· frank to -_state, 
that the Assembly have resolved not to recede one jot fron1 their lat~ ~el1:fe• 
1entation Bill, as they have already concedeq too muc 11, for the purchase 
of peace n.nd the settlement of the question in dispt1te. 'Ihe question _then 
retnains to be solved by th9 Imperial Government," as to wl1icl1 party shall 

• 
give 'vriy. 

. . 

if, 110,vever, tl1e Government have resolved t1pon _ the expedient ·with a 
• • ., • . J ~ 

sincere desire for a settlement, ,,.e would suggest the propriety of its efti 
cacy being at once tested, by ca1li :1g the L 0 gislat11re tog ether fortl1with, and 
using their influence 'vith the (;o!tncil to pa~s the Rep rese~tation .Bil] of 
the Assembly. If that be adopted, the Assembly \Vould not hesitate to 

. . . 

pass a Supply Bill, and otl1er necessary measures for the b~nefit of the 
public service. But until the people are in the full enjoyment of their 
Constitutional rights, the Assembly have resolYed to vote no 1i1pplies, end 
they "·ill not hesitate to throw out tlie Revenile Bill next year, if the ques
tion of self-government should not be satisfactor"ly ·settled in the mean. 
time. Hence the necessity for an . early call of the Legislature. The 
liberal Representatives of tl1e people are pledged to the Constituencies to 
follo\v this line of action. T11eir past cond1.1ct shows that they have suffi'"' 

, cient spirit to maintain the people's rights. The time for hall measure$ 
with the colonies, we hoped, had passed away; and '\Ve trust that the pe-o· 
ple of N e\vfoundland will fincl a justification before the British Pt1blic for~ 

refusing to support (if matters should unfortunately be driven to such an 
~xtreme) as pure an engine of oppression and misrepresentation, as can 
be devised under the form of an irresponsible Colonial Government. ~: · ·. 

. . . 

Thanking yotl. for your great kindness a~d valued service~ -- to o_bt_aip 
eqt1al jnstice-long withheld and still denied to Newfoundland::-~~an~ 
requesting your opinion on the propriety of presenting the Petit~_~n. of 

the Ass~mbly to the House of Commons, l. , , rr: ;· 

• 

• j 

We have the honor to be, 
1" , ~ • r 

• 

Dear Sir, 
-.. 

\ !... i ' I 

I • , t 

. ' ) ' -' ... ' (, . 

Your very obedie,nt ~nd faithful ;ser\'~ants.,. i >i: . 
. . 

~ ' ' t -j 
. i. , • I , t .._. "' 

, P. _F. LITTLE, . : ., 
' • t ' I . .. ·:·· ' . 

' ' . GEO. H .. ~MERSO~: ·--· 
' --~ I ! , ' 

Joseph Hume,._Esq., ,__&c., &e.~ . !:I ~-. ::- l,: i- .. ·~, ~, 

• 
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:LETTER FROM JOSEP'H I-IUlIE, .EsQ., TO SIR GEORGE GREY • 
• 

J . . 
f 

' ' BRYANSTONE SQUARE.· 

1 10tA·t.Auguit, 1854. 

{ ' .'. MY DEA>t Srn:.-On, my return here, · I found a letter ' from M:essrlf. 
Little and Emerson, dictated evide11t1y from the conversatio·n t.hat· pa~sed· 
with you yesterday aftern.0011. 

I 

I have read their letter 'vith care, and I am obliged to a·gree witb 
them. 

' The party in the Council who . bas acted so inconsi\":tently seems ut-~ 

terly: regardless of-the demands of the population o-f 120,000 souls. 

Both Protestants and Catholics desire R esponsfble· Government, and 
the Despatch of the Duke of Newcastle concedes it.: 

. 
- .. To give an idea of the recl<.less manner i.n \vhich the p·&rty i's acti'ng, I 
- mention that Mr. Hoyles, thP Solicitor General, one of the public o:fficers,-

bas come to thi; country as the preten(\ed representative of the Protest-· 
ant interest; whereas, he is the i>aid agent of a few of the merchants 
who; in a hole and corner meeting, in private, subscribed to pay him a-nd· 
his ex pens es. 

Surely such ~proceeding sho\vs the animus-of the Governor, who per· .. 
nlits µis Solicitor General so to act, and I have QO h,opes of any change 
~uch ~s has taken place in Canada, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Is
land, to meet the Assembly and bring matters to a settlement. 

I Jiop~ t'bese facts may have the same effec~ on your mind, as they ~ave. 
made <>n. ·mine, and then )~ou ca-nnot hes·itate as to the course to be • • 

t.aken. • 

-
In the letter, however, now sent to you, there are tl1e means pointed· 

out, of your bringing the d·ispute to an early settlement, viz., your di
recting the Assembly to be called together in the end of the next month~· 

for the renewal of the negotiations _between the Cot1ncil and the Assembly. 

I partake stro~gly in the belief that the members of the Council care' 
little about the desire of the population, and that they will, if counte·.,, 
nanced by $e Gover.nor, hold on to the last extremity. 

J aIµ_ auxi~us ~? ~voip that, and venture to suggest the early meeting of 
the Assembly to bring matters to the test, and to put an end ae speedily a1· 

possible to the present unseemly state of affairs there. 
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The letter of Mr. Archibald, of the 28th !uly to you, stating that he 
ana Mr. Row have been sent by the Governor as delegates, marks, in my 
opinion, the intention of the Governor and his Cot1ncil; if you shall send 
tl1ese DelEgates back without decidedly making up your mind and telling 
them what it is. But I must conclude, and remain, / · 

Your's sincerely, 

JOSEPJ1 HUl\iEt. 

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart; M. P. 

&c., &c., &c. 

fNo. 17.) 

THE DELEGATES' LETTER TO iOSEPH HUME, Esc;., 

TAVISTOCI{ HOTEL, COVENT GARDEN • 

.August 11th, 1854. 

DEAR SIR,-Having been 11itherto gt1ided by your advice in our pro• 
ceedings, the time has now con1e to request your decision on the propri· 
rety of presenting the petition of the House of Assembly entrusted to you; 
to the House of Commons, and your advice as. to our future measures, 
and 'vhilst \Ve shall be entirely directed by you in carrying out the l'eso .. 
1utions of the Assembly, 've must assure you that the people of New
foundland '\vill 'be dissatisfied and disappointed if we return \Vithout ob .. 
tai11ing the favourable deter r.oination of Her Majesty's Go\'ernn1ent. 

Witl1 se11timents of gratitude, \Ve have the honor to remain, 

Your's most respectfully, 

P. F. LITTLE, 

GEO. H. EMERSON. 

Josepl1 Hume, Esq.1 lVI. P. &c., &c.,, 

(No. 18.) 

LETTER FROM JOSEPH HUME, EsQ, TO THE DELEGATES. 
BRYANSTONE SQUARE. 

1 lth Augus!r 1854. 

GENTLE·MEN,-I have received your letter of this date, and am well 
a'vare of the anxie.ty you must have as to the course to be adopted, when 
only a f e\v hours remain of the present session . 

• 
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I have seen the despatch prepared by Sir George Grey to the Gover
nor of Newfoundland, and I have conversed fully 'vith him 011 the St1bject. 
I have the co11viction that Sir George will give the requisite orde rs for 
establishing Responsible Government as speedily as the forms wl1ich he 
considers requisite will admit. 

To present the petition entrusted to me by the House of Assembly 
to the House of Commons, would be to throw dot1bts on the intentions Of 
the British Government, as to their sincerity in placing N cwfoundland 
on the same footing as Nova Scotia, Pri11ce Edward Island, and other 
British Colonies. 

I assure you that I have no such doubts as to the future, and I there
{ fore advise that the petition should not be presented, and that you should 

return to the Colony in the perfect confidence that Sir George Grey will . 
carry out the despatch of tl1e Duke of Newcastle, and tl1at he will n.ot 
allow the Governor and Cou11cil any longer to oppose and protract the 
establishment of Responsible Government, but that he will, by the n1odi-
fying of the Council, do as has been done i.n all the other British North 
American Provinces. 

This is my deliberate advice, and it rests with )10ti to act, in your very 
responsible situation, with the knowledge yo11 have of \vl1at passed at the 
Colonial Office. 

. 
' .. 

'. 

f .. 

( . 
"•·-.;.·· ~- ~ - .-

• • • 
~·~ • .. . .; , .>: 

I remain, your's sincerely, 

r J. HUME~ 
• 

(~o. 19.) 

THE DELEGATES' LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, ESQ. 

TAVISTOCK HOTEL, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 

12th August, 1854~ 

DEAR SrR,-We have the honor to ackno\v ledge the receipt of your 
favo1· of the I Ith instant, and in reply we beg to inform you that we sl1&.ll 
follow your advice, and upon the assurance of the Duke of Newcastle and 
Sir George Grey, to place N ewfour1dland t1pon a footing of equality with 
the neighbouring colonies, bj the immediate introduction of Responsible 
Government. 

We regret that there should have been any hesitation, on the part of 
Sir George Grey, to adopt tl1e only practical course open to him, by dis
solving the Council according to the 4?ractice pursued in all the other Colo-
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nies \vith tl1eir Executive Councils, upon the concession of Responsible 
Government to them, 

If, 11owever, Sir George thinks fit to refer the Representation Bill again 
to the Council, in the hope that they will pass it,-of course we mean the 
Bill of the Assembly-we feel confident that lie will be disappointed. 
Being convi11ced that the Council, in pursuing their obstructive policy, 
" ·ill hold on to the last; if nny go.>d can come fro l: this experime11t, it 
can only be by the Government giving positive orders to the Governor to 
the following effect, viz. : 

I. That the Reprflsentation Bill passed by the Assembly, is a fair mea
sure, and has met the approval of th.e Secretary of State. If this opinion 
should not be clea1 ly expressed, the whole of the details 'vould be re
op ned ar1d all the old ground \vill have to be gone over again '\Vithout 
any rational prospect of effecting a settlement. 

The justice of the Bill in every respect, and the Resolution of the As
sembly, not to depart from it, not 011ly justify but require the expression 
of that opinion by the Government . 

2. If the Council should n~t sanction the Bill, the Secretary of State 
should instruct the Governor forthwith to organize the Cot1nci) ·'accord
ing to the well understood 'vishes of~ the people, as expressed by their Re
presentativ,es. '' 

3. That two separate Co11ncils should then be formed, and Responsible 
Government put into in1mediate operation as in Prince Ed\vard Island and 
Nova Scotia, which is all that the Asseinbly ask, a11d '\Vl1ich th-3 Du l\ e of 
Newcastle promised. 

Such are the st1ggestions w 1ic:h we deem it i11cl1mbent on us t offer 
up Jn the determi.1ation of Sir Gel'rge Grey, and we need only add tl1 ta 
comr>lin.nce \Yith them 011 his part will go far to satisfy the people of l. Tew
foundland of his desire to meet their views at1d place the Government of 
the Colony upon a safe, just, and per1na11ent footing. 

A waiting the final, and we trust satisfactory, determination of Her Ma .. 
jesty' s Go\'·ernment, 

We have the honor to remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very grateful and obedient servants, 

Joseph Hume, Esq., &c., M. P., &c., &c., 

P. F. LITTLE, 
G. H. EMERSON. 

( 
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(No. 20.) 

THE DELEGATES' LET'fER TO SIR GEORGE GREY. 

TAVISTOC!(. HOTEL, COVENT GARDEN, 

17th .August, 1854. 

S1R,-W e have the honor to enclose for your information, copies of cer.; 
tain communications which have passed between Mr. Hume and t1s on 
the subject of our Delegation, 

Being anxions that 110 fur.ther appeal should be rendered necessary from 
the Assern 1Jly of Newfoundland to the Imperial Govel'nment, on the pend• 
ing difficulLie>: \vith the Council; and believing in the sincerity of the 
assurances whicl1 we have received from you and the Dulie of Ne'\vcastle, 

as well as from i\!lr. Hume and !\'.Ir. Peel, that it is the sole desire of I-let 
l\'1ajesty's Government 10 render equal constitutional justice to this colo
ny ; before quitting England, we would respectfully refer you to the sug
gestion contaic1ed in. your letters to Mr. Hume, of the 5th, 9th, and 12th 
August, and t11ose which \Ve have since made to !vli. Peel, as to tr1e mo-st 
practical 111eaus of effecting that desirable object. 

Having read Messrs. Ro"v and Archibald's letter of the 9th of Aug'nst, to 
you~ ~he Ct)lo11ial Office yesterday, 've deen1 it ot1r dt1ty to request a copy 
of it; a11d al:So of i\tJr. Hoyles's letter to you, of tl1e 12th Jnly last, whic!1 l\1lr. 
Blackvvood did not consider himself authorised to permit tis to peruse, but 
with tl1e general cc>ntents of \Vhich \Ve l1ave been other'\vise n1ade ac· .. 
quainted. 

, -V"l1iie Mr. 1-Io}·les, though the acting Solicitor General, and one of the 
Executive paTty, cannot be regarded as the authorised Delegate of the 
people, or at1y party in the colony, except his few mercantile friencls, 'vho 
subscribed to pay his expenses, and tl1ose \vho privately norninated hin1, 
and 'vhile both of tl1ese con1mt1nications bear tl1eir o-vvn condemnation 011 

their face, yet \Ve should desire an opportunity of placing before yot1 o. 

clear and minute reft1tation of their \Vilful misreprese11tations and our· 
drawn conclt1sions, 'vhich '"e cannot satisfactorily do withol1t copies of 
them. If you should not deem it expedient to co1n1Jly with this reqt1est, 
we beg.to solicit the favor of your transrnitting such copies to the Gover-· 
nor, with instructioas to lay them before the Assembly, to'gether with the 
communications we have had the honor of addressing to you. 

This would be a simple yet important act of justic·e to the people of 

Newfoundland. While they have been confident that the ln1perial Go• 
vernment has been unfortunately too often tnisled by su,ch misrepresenta. 
tions, they have been denied the opportunity of exposing then1, frorn the 
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secret and confident· a1 mn nner in wllich i t is understood they 11ave been 
rr1a(lc. Nor .sho11ld t'Jey be st1r1)rised at tr1e policy heretofore adqp~~d 
by the Imperial Government, on the iufor1natio11 su1)p1ied by such ex:-
t1:aordin ary pro<l L1ct ions. , 

Ir1 charity. however, ,,.e conclude, that as we conceive these are the 
last, thPy are herefore, the inost t1nscrupu1ous eff.Jrts to retain 1Jower 
in t 11e hands oftl1at party \Vhose leoders have by st1ch means go·ne far to 
alienate the affections of the colonists from tl1e Cro\vn. 

''
7 e should not wish the frankness of ot1r language to be misconstrt1ed 

into mere _perso11al recrimination. Standing upon the broad and solid 
}Jrinciples of trutl1 and jl1stice, \Ve fe"l that we can afford to pass t1nno
tice::.l tl1e insl1lting rernarl{s contained in t~iese c1ocumer1ts, i11 relation to 
the tneu1 hers of the A ssemhly and th .. , libPral party in N e'1vfounJland. 
BLlt no consicler·atinn of t1nmerite(l f 1rbearance \Yould have j t1stified t1s, in 
t11e e)·es of otlr con "tituents, in pac: sing e11tirely \Vithc>ut observation the 
misstaten1ents of J.Vlr. llo)·les a11d the D0lega.tes of tl1e Council. 

Thanking you for the consideration yot1 have given to the important 
subject of our mission, 

We l1ave the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most humble and obedient servants, 

P. F. LITTLE-, 

GEO. H. EMERSON. 

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, M. P. 

&c., &c., &c. 

(No. 21.) 

LETTER FROM JOSEPH HUME, EsQ., TO MR. LITTLE. 

BRYANSTONE SQUARE. 

18th August, 1854. 

MY DEAR SIR,-! have left a letter for the Speaker of your Assen1biyt 
'''hich I re'.~uest )'Ou will tal\.e charge cf, and if you shouJd not ha e left 
LoHdan cl11 'l'l1t1rsday next1 I shall be here at 10 a. m., to take leave before 
going to Scotland. · · " 

• 

• 

• 
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In the meantime, you will be pleased to learn that the Duke . told me 
last niO'ht that he had read the letters I sent him, '\Vith attention, and 

b ' I 

that he was pleased wl.th the conduct of the Assembly. 

He greatly regretted the conduct of the Governor and Council, in not 
meeting the Assembly ; but he hop~d that all would be settled on the re-

ceipt of Sir George Grey's Despatch. · 

Wishing yot1 a speedy and pleasant passage, I remain, 

Your's sincerely, 

JOSEPH H 'UME.; 

P. F. Little, Esq. 
~ 

rNo. 22.J 

LETTER FROM JOSEPH HUME, EsQ-, TO '"fHE HoN. THE SPEAK-
. . 

ER OF THE ASSE~IBLY OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 

BRYANSTON SQUARE. 

19th August, 1854.· 

S1R,-This will be delivered by Mr. Little, who witl1 Mr. Emerson, 
have been active to carry out the 'vishes of the Assembly ancl of the peo .. 
ple of N e\\1foundland ; and they . will show by the cop-ies of the corres .. 

pondence, "vl1at l1as been done, and why they return without having the 

petition of the Assembly presented to the House of Commons. 

I found in His Grace the Dulre of Ne\vc&stle and in Sir George Grey, 
great regret that the Governor and Cottncil had not met the House of 
Assembly to settle, as in the other Provinces, Responsible Governtr1ent. 
'l.,hey regretted, as I do, tr1e necessity of having recourse to the strong 
measure of stopping the Supplies, and assured me that the Despatch by 

-the first packet should e11join the carrying out of the Duke's intention. 

With the knowledge and the assurances, that meas11res would be taken 

to place Newfoundland in the same situation as the other Provinces of 

British America, I determined not to prese11t the petition to the House of. 
Commons . 

I know that that course has given satisfaction, and I trust that I shall 
soon learn that you approve of what I have done, and that the changes 
requisite to be made, have all beea m-ade to the satisfaction of the people 
of Newfoundland. 
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I cannot allo\V l\fr. Little and Mr. Emerson to return, \Vithout assuring 
yot1 oft h(.) ir devotion to fulfil your wishes, and of the zeal and ability they 

]Jave manifested ii1 the delicate proceedings they have had to condt1ct 
here. 

I trust that the same moderation in your proceedings with the Govern

or and Council, "·ill secure thut mutt1al good feeling \Vhich must exist 

in every Responsible Government. 

As long as my services can be useful to the Province, I sha11 with plea
st1re afford every assistance in my power to promote peace ai1d good 
feeling, the harbing~rs of prosperity in every country. 

I remain, Sir, 

. 
~ Your obedient servant, 

. ' , 

i,o the Hon. John Kent, 

Speaker of the Assembly of N e\vfoundlandJ 

----
(No. 2S.) 

J. HUME. 

• 

LETTER FRO~! ARTHUR BLACKWOOD, EsQ. TO MR. LITTI~E. 

COLONIAL OFFICE. 
• ,, 

I . 
DEAR SrR,-Sir George has intimated his that with you and Mr. 

Ecnerson shoul1l peruse tl1e despatch \vhich he addressed by the last mail 
to the Governor of Ne'.-vfot1ndland, on tl1e subject of Responsible Govern
ment. l\'lr. lVlerivale will therefore be happy to show you the Despatch, 
if you \Yill take t11e trouble to call on l1im l1ere on any day except Satur
day, from 2 to 5 p. m., giving him notice before band which day you se
lect. 

I am, Dear Sir~ 

Your's very truly, 

P. F. Little, Esq. 
~ ,; • • t ... 

• 

• 
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• 

No. 24. 
L~TTER FROM HERJ\IAN MERIVALE, ESQ.', UNDER SEC~RE-

TARY OF STATE, TO THE DELEGATES . 

DOWNING STREET, 

31st A 11gitsl, 1854. 

GENTLEMEN,-! am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acl{now
ledge your letter of the 17th of tl1is n1onth, enclosing copies of certain 

communications \vhich have passed between ~lr. Hume and yourselves, 
on the Eubject of your delegation. . 

2. With refr-'re11ce to yol1r request for a copy of ~f essrs. Archibald and 
.Ro\v's letter of the 9th .L"\ ugnst, I am to state, tl1at as Sir George Grey 
afforded to the representatives of each party tl1e opportu11ity of rearling 
''hat has been addressed to him by· the other, and l1as di0patch E d instruc

tions to the Governor as to the course wr1ilh l1e is to tal{e on the points dis

puted in t11e Ja~t session. bet"'ren tht.· Lcgislat ive Councii and the A ssetn bly 
he does i1ot think that any· advantage could arise f1om ': is complying \\'ith 

an applicatio11 \v l1ich n1ight only lead to furtl1er discussions te11ding to no 
practical benefit. · 

3. Vvith respect to irr: Hoyles's letter (of \vl1ich yot1 also apply to 
be furnished \Yith a copy) I am to state, that Sir George Grey has never 

received this letter in mant1script; a p1inted copy only l1as been placed in 
his hands, and he prest1mes that you will i1ot have any clifficulty in obtain
ng one ; but I am to add, that ~Ir. Hoy!es did not address Sir George 

Grey in any public capacity, nor '"as l1e under8tood by Sir George Cirey 
to be the authorized representati ... ;e of any party in the colony .. 

P. F. Little, Esq., 
and 

G. H. Emerson, Esq.,. 

I have the honor to be, 
• 

Gentlemen, 

Yot1r most -obedient ser'\t·ant, 

HERMAN MERIV ALE. 

No. 25. 

MR. LITrrLE'S LETTER TO ARTHUR BLACKWOOD, EsQ. 

TAVISTOCK HoTEL, CovENT GARDEN. 

26th -'..ugust, 1854. 

DEAR S1R,-I ha\'e the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yot1r I>olite 
note of the 24th instant, which l found at my Hotel, on my return tl1is 

• evemng. 
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1\itr. Emerson unites with me in requesting you to have the kindness to 
tender our· ackno\vledg·ment to Sir George Grey, for his consideration in 
iutirnating a wish that \Ve should peruse the Despatch \vhich he had ad
dressed bJ· the last mail to the Governor of N ewfoundl&nd 011 the subject 
of Responsible Governn1ent, and that \Ve shall be happy to comply with 

his desire on ~Ionday next. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

, Your's very truly, 

P. F. LITTLE. 
Arthur Blackwood Esq4. &c. 

Ordered,-That the Report do lie upon the Table. On Table, 

1\1:r. HoYLES gave notice that on to-morro\v he \Vould move for leave to Notice for Bank Incorpora· 
tio:..1 BHl. 

bring in a Bill to Incorporate a Joint Stoc;k Banking Company. 

Mr. WARREN gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the ~t1s

pension of the Rules of the I-louse in reference to the Address of Thanks, 
in reply to His Excellency the Governor's Speech, at the opening of the 
Session. 

Notice for suspension of 
Rules of the House. . . 

Mr, HoGSETT gave notice that on to-morrow he \vould move that a Noticeforvoteof'l'hanksto 

t f 'f h k b . h D 1 L d .!' th . able advo- Delegates. vo e o an s e given to t e e egates to on on ior e1r 
cacy of the claims of this colony to l{esponsible Government. 

'fhen the House adjourned till to-morrow at T\VO of the clock. 

1.,HURS'DAY, 12TH OCTOBER, 1854. 

Pursuant to order of the day, the Address of '1Jhanks, in reply to His· Address of Thanks read 
· h h · f h ~ · d d • 2nd time. Excellency's Speec at t e opening o t e ~ess1on, \Vas rea a secon .. time. 

Ordered,-That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to. Rules suspended. 

t lie said Address. • 

On motion of l\ir~ 'VARREN; seconded liy Mr. HoYL'ES, \ 

~esolved,-·rhat.the H\r·s~ do t1owr1esolve:- itself into~a* Gommittee. of~ 
the W!!ole upon the , said Aid.dress. · 
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Committed, And the Hot1se resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly. 

!Reported with an amend~ 
ment. 

Address to Governor. 

1'!fr. SPEAI{ER left the Chair. 

Mr. HANRAllAN took the Chair of the Comn1ittee. 

Mr. SPEA!{ER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairtnan 1·eported from the Con1mittee, that they l1ad considered 
the Address to them referred, and had passed tl1e same \vitl1 an amend
ment, \vhich tl1ey had directed him to report to the House; and he l1and
ed the Address, as amended, in at the Clerl\:'s Table, \Vhen the sanie 'vas 
read as follo\,'S :-

To Hi~ Excellency KER BAILLIE HAIVIJLTON, .Esquire, 
Governor and Co1nmander-i1·i-Chief i ii and over the 
Islarid of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.,. 
&c., <Ye. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY ,__.. 

We, rier Majesty's dutiful and lo)1al subjects, t11e Commons of New-. 
foundJand, in General 1\ssembly convened, tl1anlc Your Exceilency for 
the gracious Speech with which you have been pleased to 01)e11 the present 
Session of the Legislature. 

The In1perial Go\'ernment having determined to introdt1co R esponsible· 
Governn1ent into this colony, in accordance 'vith the r r1iterated den1ands 
of tl1e people and the necessities of the country, it is satisfactory to fin<l 
that the conduct of the Assembly, i r1 reference to t l1e prelilninary cond{
tions, 11as met the approval of t4e Imperial Auth orities in sucl1 a 1nanner 
as to lead us to anticipate that no further difficulty \vill be experien~ed in 
effecting that desir~ble ol1&.nge. The only point in the measures of the· 
Assembly, to \vhich any except1on has bee·n tal{en, being the retiring c.11-
lowance of t11e Attorney General, is susceptible of easy adj11st1ncnt; and· 
'\vhile we shall willingly re-consider that matter, 'vith t he vier7 of n1ePt i g· 
their suggestions, we should hope that the l"l,epresen.tatio11 13i II, the 011ly 
remai11ing preliminary, as adopted by the Assembly in its last ses~ion, 
ma}', without'any further opposition or procrastination, become the lu\v of 
the land. It contains several substantial concessions to the opinio .. 1s of 
Her l\!lajesty's Council, and looking to the fairnflss of its details, and tl1e 
result of the late appeal. of both branches to tl1e Secretary of State for the 
colonies, "re deem it almost needless to add, t hat a regard for the i~terests 
of the people and the beneficial working of the ne"v sy~tem entirely pre
vent our making any further concessions in relation to that n1easure. 

We, therefore, hope that Her 1\t1aj~sty's Council may at lengtl1 see t11e 
propriety of meeting the Assembly in a conciliatory spirit, and by ter
_minating the differences on this meas·ure, enable Your Excellenc)r to give 
effect to the liberal intentions of tler Majesty's Government. 
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These being the r1ly meast1res. fi)r the settlement of which th;s SP~'. .. ;ion, 
has bt?er1 wisely called at this unust1al period of the year, u11der the i .. 1 .. 

structions of the S,·'cretary of State, that an end may he put as spef' ily 
as possible to the present ttnfortunate state of affairs, \Ve beg to a.;;snre 
Your Excellency that as soon as thPy shall be adjt1sted, we sl1all no t. l1e
iitate t(> pass tl1e usual Bill of Supply, and such ot\ier Bills as the welfare 

of the country and the brief period which \Ve expect to be in session, 1nay 
warrant. 

We are grdtified to learn t '1at a TrP,n~y for the establishment of Re<: ~ 1 .. 

roe al 11~ 1 ce rl'tade in certain StP pie proJtlCtS, bet\veen tl1e {J nited s ~~ . OS 

a11d the Brit i:;h r:r 01 th .. i\. n·1erica n <:olon ies, has been passed ai1d ratifie,.l 
by tr1e (iover11mP11t of Great Britain and the United States, ancl tl!at 
N ewfou11dla11tl 1 ~ ~, s ·ueen included in its arra11g·emepts. 

'Ve are fully alive to the great aclvantages 'vhic11 this colo11y must cle
rive-from a participation in t11at n1easure ; and we anticipate no difficulty 
in adjt1ffli11g 011r Tariff of Duties so as t.o avail of its ter tns, as soon as ci ... 
cumstances shall permit. n 

''re cordially acl{llO\vledge the correctoes of Y 011r Excellency's sug 
gestl.ons in reference to the draining an cl sewerage of St. John's ; and 
we s1:i.all give due consideration· to any Report 'vhich Yot1r Excellenc:y 
may- be f)leased to furnish tl1ereon, with the view of adopting any mea

sures for the i1nprovement of the sanitary condition of this town. 

vVe reciprocate Your Excellency's congratulations on the subject of 
ol1r Fisl1ery during tl1e past season which though only partially successful 
in .J1)n1e localities will, on the \vhole, "'e have reason to believe, amount 
to an average ; and it is no less a subject of thankfulness to Divine Pro--' 
vide11ce, tl1at the Potato disease has been far less extensive than in past 
yen rs. 

!11 certain localities, however, relief will have to be provided {01: 

the support of the really destitt1te; and we beg to assure Your Excellen
cy, that we sl1all 11ot only indemnify you for any past expenditt11'e, bt1t 
also for ~ny future outlay that may be necessary for this branch of the 

public service. 

Ordered,-'"fl1at the Address as amended, be read a third time, 

And the i\.ddress was read a thirc.1 time accordingly. 

On motion of ~11 .. LITTLE, seconded by Mr. PARsoNs, 

Read 3rd time. 

Resolved,-That the Address do pass, and be presented to His Excel.. Pa sed. 

!ency by Mr. Speaker and the whole House-. 

·-' 
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Notice of Address to Gov- Mr. LITTLE gave notice that Oll to-p'lorrow he \Vill mo~1e an Address 
ernor for Desplltches. to the GOvemor respectfully requesting that h~ will be pleased to cause 

Time of receiving Address 
of Thanks, 

Renresen tation Bill read 
2nd time. 

Time of" committal. 

Address to Governor. 

to be laid before this I-louse copies of the Despatches received by him 
on the subject of Responsible Governn1ent from the Secretary of State 
for the colonies, referred to in His Excellency's opening Speech. 

. ' 

Then the .House adjourned till to-morro\v at Two of the clock . .. 

FRIDAY, 13th OcTon·ER, 1854. 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the Hottse that he had received a communica~ 
tion from Mr. Secretary Crowdy, stating that His Excellency the Govet
nor would receive Mr. Speaker, and the House \vith the Address of 

Thanks, in reply to His Excellency's Speech at the opening of the session 
to-morrow at t\vo o'clock. 

Purs11ant to order of the day, the Bill t" Increase the present nun1 ber 
of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, was read a. 
second time. 

. 
On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by l\fr. PARSONS; 

Resolved,-That on to-morrow he will moye the House into a committeci 
of the whole 11pon the said Bil!. 

On motion of Mr. LITTLE, (p'ursuant to notic·e) seco·nded by l\tir. HoG· 
SETT, 

Resolved,-That the follo~ing Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor:--

To His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esq. 1 

Governor and Comman<ier-in- Cltief in and over 
the Island of New;'oiendland and its Dependen· 
_cies, ~c. 

MAY IT PLEASE Youa. FxcELLENC~,-

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that Your 
Excellency will be pleased to cause copies of the Despatoht:~s receiveJ by 
Your Excellency on the subject 0.1. Responsible Gove1·nmeut from the Se-

. * • 
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cretary of State for the colonies, and referred to in Your Exce]leney's 
opening Speech, to be laid before this House. 

Ordererl,-Tl1at the ... t\.ddress be engrossed, and presented to His Excel- committee to present. 

lency the Governor, by ~Ir. I.;ITTLE and Mr. HoGSETT. 

On motion of Mr. HOGSETT, seconded by l\Ir. WINSER, 

Resolved,-11hat a Select Co1n1nittee be appointed to report upon the 
present inefficient rnode of publishing aud reporting the debates of this 
House, with po,ver to make such arrangem ' nts as may appear to them 
necessary for the reporting at1d publishing tr1e debates for the present 
Session. 

Select Committee on pub• 
lishing and ' reporting de
bates. 

Ordered,-That 1\Ir. HoGSETT, Mr. V\7 \RREN, l\fr. LITTLE, ~Ir. HAN· Committee appointed; 

RAH.AN and ~lr. MARCH, do form such committee. 

Then the H.ouse adjourned till to-morrow at half-past One of the clock. 

l 

.. 
' . 
< SATURD~t\. Y, 14th OCTOBER, 1854. 

it being the hour appointed by His Excellency the Governor to receive 
the House, 'vith the Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency the 
Governor's Speech, at the opening of the session, Mr. Speaker and the 
House went up to Government House ; and being returned, 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House, that when in attendance on His Ex..: 
cellency the Governor, he had presented the Address of Thanl{s to His 
Excellency the Governor, and that His Excellency had been pleased to 
make a reply as follows :- .. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :-

Mr. Speak~r and the House 
wait on the Governor with 
Address of Thanks. 

In replying to this Address, I will confine myself to thanking you for Reply.ofHis Excellency the 

the assurance it contains, that you \Vill pass such Bills as the welfare of ¥-h::~!~r to Address ef 

the country may warrant, and that you will indemnify me for any past ex-
penditure for the supprt of the Poor ; and also for any ft1ture outlay that 
may be necessary for this branch of the public service. 

Mr. LITTLE, from the deputation to present the Address, requesting 
that His Excellency would be pleased to cause to be laid before the House 
copies of Despatches from the Secretary of State for the colonies, on the 

• 
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Time of 3rd _reading .. 

Petitions from J, Osborne 
a.nd H. 1oyee. 
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subject of Responsible ~ Government, reported that His Excellency had 
handed him the Despatches asked for. 

The said Despatches were read by the Clerk, and are as follows :

(For which see Appendix.) 

Ordered,-That the said Despatches do lie upon the Table. 

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at T\VO of the clock~ 
/ 

. . . ' MONDAY, 16TH OCTOBER, 1854. 

Pursuant to order of the day, the House' resolved itself into a Commfta:. 
tee of the Whole upon the Bill to increaEe the present nt11nber of Repre• 
sentatives in the General Asst-i, i-bly of this Island. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

Mr. HANRAHAN took the Chair of the Comm-itteea 

Mr. SPEA.l{ER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman re ported from the Committee that they had passed the 
Bill to them referred without amendment, and he hr.ndedtl1e Bill in a.t the 
Clerk's Table~ 

Ordered,-That the Bill be engrossed, and read· a third time to-morrow 

Then the House adjourned till ·to-morrow at Two of the clock. 

TUESDAY, 17TH OCTOBER, 1854. 

Mr. LITTLE presented Petitioas from John Osborne,. and Matthew 
Joyce, of Saint John's; which were severally received and ~read,-Praying 
for the appointment of Outer Door-keepers to the House of Assembly . 

• 
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Orclered,~ That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table. On Tabl'e. 

Mr. SHEA presented a Petition from Joseph Walsh, of St. John's, Petition from Joseph Walsh 

which \Vas received and read, of the same tenor as the foregoing. 

Ordered.-That the said Petition do lie upon the Table. 

Mr .. LITTLE pr~sented a Petition from the Secretary of the ·Board of 
Health, \vhich 'vas received and read,-Praying that the Hot1se would in
stitt1te an examination into fhe state of the dwellings of tI1e Poor of Saint 
John's, 'vith regard to thei~ sanitary condition, 'vith a view to the adop
tion of n1easl:lres for improving the same. 

He also presented a Petition fro1n Henry H. Stabb, MltD., Physician, 
S11perintendent of .the Hospital for mental diseases, '';'hich was received 
and read setting forth-the \Yant of acco1nmodatioi1 i11 the Lunatic Asylum. 
for patients, and praying that a s·um of money n1ay be granted to e11able 
the second \ving, contemplatecl in tl1e origin~! plans, to.~be added to the 
building. 

Orde1~ed,-1'hat the said Petitions do lie upon the Table. 

Mr. LITTLE, as Delegate fro1n the Assembly to proceed to Washington. 
' to advocate the claims of this colony to Reciprocal Free Trade \Vi th the 

United States, presented the Report, whic? he handed in at the Clerk's 
Table where tl1e same was read. 

(For wltick see .!Jppendix. )· 

Ordered,~That that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

On Table .. 

Petition from the Secretar3 
of Board of Health. 

Petition from H. H •. Stab· 

On Table.-

Report of delegate to Wash
ington. 

On Table..: 

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to increase the present number Increase Bill read ard time. 

of Representatives in the General Assembly,as engrossed, was read a third 
• ime. 

> 

Qn motioa of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by }fr. HoGSETT, 

Re!olved,-·rhat the Bill pass, and b·e entitled" An Act to increase the 
present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island· 
and to regulate the Representation thereof." 

Orde1·ed,-That Mr. Little, Mr. Hogsett, Mr. Winser, Mr. Hanrahan 
and Mr. Emerson do take the Bill to Her Majesty's Council, and desire 
their concurrence. 

Mr. LITTLE, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented 
to the House a Message from His Excellency the Governor, signed by His 
Excellency 4' 

The said Message was read by the Speaker, all the members being un
covered, and is as follows :-

Passed and titled, 

Committee to present. 
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Message from His Excellen• KER B. HAMlILTON. 
cy the Governor. 

On Table. 

Notice of Address to Gover
nor. 

Documents fxom His Ex· 
cellency the Governor. 

Oa Table. 

Vote of Thanks to Dele" 
cates. 

'I·he Governor, adverting to that part of his Speech on opening theses.
sion, which refers to the sanitary condition of St.John's, recommends in the 
present emergenc~,whicli calls for immediate action, that the Legislature 
should authorise him to incur St1ch expenditure as may be essential for 
guarding the prtblic health both in St. John's and the outports. 

Gov·ernn1ent House, ~ 
17th October, 1854. S 

Ot·dered,-That the said Message do lie t1pon the Table. 

K.B.H. 

Mr. LITTLE gave notice that on. to-morro\v he would move an Address 
to His Excellency the Governor, in reply to f)is Excellency's Message of' 
to-day, authorising such expenditure as may be essential for guarding the 
public health, both in St. Joh11's and th·e outpo1ts: , 

He also, by command of Bis Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
House the following documents :-. 

Copy of Despatch to His Excellency the Governor, from the Secretary 
of State for the colonies, accompanJ·ing copy of a Despatch fron1 the Se· 
cretary of State to the Governor-General of Canada, on the subject of the 
Treaty for Trade between the U niterl State~ and the British North Ame
rican colonies. 

Report from J. P. Neville, to His Excellency the Gove1·nor, on the sub.r 
ject of improving the sanitary state of St. John's, by sewerage and drain"" 
age. 

(For VJhich see Appendix.) 

Ordered,-Tl1at the said Despatches do lie upon the Table. 

On motion of Mr. HoGSETT, seconded by Mr. HANRAHAN, 

Resolved,-That the thanks of this House are hereby given to PHILIP F. 
LITTLE, and GEORGE HENRY El\IERSON, Esqrs., Delegates appointed by 
this House in the last session of the Legislature, to proceed to England 
for the purpose of laying before tl1e Imperial Government .the claims of 
this colony to Self-government, for the integrity, ability, and discretion, 
displayed by them i11 discharging the arduous and important trust con
nected with their mission and the welfare of N owfoundland. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock. 
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WEDNESDAY, 18th OcToB~R, 1854. 

At a qt1arter before Four o'clock the' names of members p·resent being 
taken down as follo\vs :-Mr .. Winser an<l ~fl!. 11itble, 

Mr. SPBAK:ER adjourned the House for want of a quoru·m! 

On Iriotida of Mr.~ LITTLE, seconded l)y i\{r. PAnsoNs,-purstiant '"to· nof1ce~· 
.. 

Resolved,-'TI1at the following Addr'ess b'e presented to His Excellenc·y 
the Governor:·........; 

House adjo'urned for 'wanf 
ofa quorum.- -

To His Excellency K _ER BAILLIE HA:MI~TON, Esq., AddresRto· Governor. 
Governor and C~tnmanaer-in-Chief in and over 
the Island of Newfoimdltind and . its Dependen
cies, ~c. 

MAY IT P'LEASE Yoti& ExcELLENCY,._. 

' ~ - "' 

The Hot1se of Assetnbly respectfully arithorise\Your Excelle11cy, i11 con1· 
pliance \vith Your Excellenc·y''s Message of the· 17th instant, to incur 
such expenditure as may be essential for· guarding the public health; 
both in St. John's and the Outports, and this House will indemnify Yout 
Excellency therefor. 

~ 

Ordered,-That the Addres·s be en'grossed, and presented to His Exc·eI- Committee to pr11ent. 

lency the Governor, by Mr. LITTLE and Mr. PARSONS. 

'I'hen the House adjot1rned till Monday next at Two· or· the clock. 

MONE>AY, 24TH 0CTOJJER, 185~. 

At half-past Three 0 1clock, Mr. Winser and Mr. Little being th~ ~pnlj 
members presen~, 

Mr: SPEAKER adjourned the Ho11se for .want of a qt1orum. 

.,-,~ .. . . . -

House adjourned for want 
of a qu.erum, 
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TWESDAY, 25TH OCTOBER, 1854. 

At half-past Two o'clock, Mr. Winser being the only member present, 

Mr. SPEAKaR adjourned the House for wa11t of a quorum. 

SATURDAY, 28Tfl OCTOBER, 1854. 

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House the following Documents, trans..: 
mitted through ?Yir. Secretary Cro,vdy, by command of His Excellency 
the Gove1·nor :-

Estimate of the Civil Expenditure of the-island for 1854. 
. . 

Comparative Statement of D·.ities collected for the qu-arters ended I 0th. 
October, 1852, 1853, and 1854 .. 

. 
(For which see Appe1iclix.)· 

Ordered,-That the said Documents do lie upon the Table. 

'rhen the House adjourned till ?v!ondaynext at Two of the clock·.· 
.. 

~:IONDAY, 30TH OCTOBER, 1854~ 

The Clerk to Her Majesty's· Council, in th·e absence of the Master-in~ 
Chancery, brought down the follo"Ying l\1essage :---

Messagef'romlI.M.Council'; Mr. SPEAKER,-

Her Majesty's Cou·ncil request a conference 'vith the' House of Assem-
bly on the subject of certain Amendments made by the Council in the 
Bill entitled'"' An Act to increase the present nt1mber of Representatives 
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in the General Assembly of this island and to regt1late the Representa
tion thereof,'' and have appointed conferees to meet the n1a11~gers on the' 
part of the Assembly in the Committee Room of tl1e Council presen-tly. 

Council Cham her, ~ 
30th October, 1854. 5 

. 

E. if. Al{CIIIB4~LD, 

Presiding JJ,fember. 

And tl1en the l\1essenger \Yithdre\V'. 

Ordered,-That tl1e said Message do lie t1pon the Table. 

On motion of l\Ir. LITTLE, seconded by ~Ir. EMERSON, 

.Resolved,-That the follo,ving ~Iessage be sent to IIer Majesty's Coun
cil·-

' 
l\f r. PRESIDENT·,-

The House of Assembly respectfully decline complying' with the request 
of Her ~Iajesty's Council for a conference on the subject of the amend
ments made by the Cou:ncil in and upon the Bill sent up from this Hot1se, 
for the concurrence of Her Majesty's Cot1ncil, entitled '' An Aot to in
crease tl1e number of men1bers in the House of Assembly,and provide for 
the representation thereof," for the following reasons: first, because even 
waiving the irregularity of the demand at this stage of the procedings, 
the Bill, as passed by the Assembly ,bas al\vays formed the subject of pro-

, :.. . 
longed agitation,and several fruitless conferences bet\\·ee11 both branches; 
secondly, because the Bill so passed is a just and fair n1easure to all class
es, denominations and inte_rests,in this Island,,and particularly in reference 
to the 11rinciple of populatior1 iz1 its general bearing ; thirdly, because it 
contains several substantial concessions to the ·vie\vs of the Council, in 

trebling the present representation of the Districts of Trinity a11d Bona vista·, 
in subdividing St. John's, and imposjng election expenses on Candidates; 
\vhile an increase of only fifty per cent on its presen-t Representation \vas 
given to the District of St. ~fary's and Placentia, and that of every other 
District was d_ot1bled, \vhere population \vould permit, except in Concep
tion Bay. where the liberal interest surrendered one men1ber, while no 
concession 'vhatever hn.., been n1ade to the vie\VS of the ... ~ssembly,or the 
interests of the liberal 1)arty ; fourthly, becat1se tl1at Bill has been submit .. 
ed by both branches to the Imperial Govern1ent for their decision ; and 
'vhile the fairness of the measure,and the co11duct of tl1e Assembly there
on have received the approval of the Imperial ... .t\.uthorities, tl1e amend
ment of the Council in reference to the district of Burin, made lcist ses
sion, has been expressl)· condernned; fi '.thJy because tl1e recent Despatch 
of the Secretary of State, on tl1e subject of the existing differences, 

On Table.-

Message to H.M.Council,-. 
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reqµire~ mt1tual concessions in reference to the only . two un
settled preliminaries to the introguction o( Responsiql~ .. GovcerQ,ment, 
one being the passing ot this Bill, and th~ other the adjust
ment of the Attorney-General's Retiring Allowance ; and this House, con
trary to what it conceived to be strictly just, but for the purpose ofter
minating this unfortunate contest, having expressed its willingness to 
abandon its previous resolution on the allowance to be granted to the 
Attorney General, and meet the views of the Secretary of State thereon, 
therefore conceives that it has a right to expect, ttnder all the circum
stances, in a spirit of mutual concession, the assent of the Council to the 
Representation Bill, so sanctioned and passed; and lastly, besides the 
foregoing reasons, it is evident that no practical result can come from a 
renewal of exciting conflicts 011 this vexed question, as nothing new can be 
advanced on either side, and any proposal to take a\vay the only member 
allowed to the District of St. Mary's and Placentia, over its present repre
sentation, and thus comparatively disfranchise t11e liberal electors of that 
district could not be entertained under any circumstances by this House ; 
and this House, having agreed to the proposal of the Council, made last ses
sion, to add a third member to the representatio·n of Bona vista, in the hope 
of conciliating the Council and settling the measure, has now no desire to 
retract that concession, and is resol\"ed to adhere to· its resolution not to 
recede in any respect from the said Bill. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Little and ?vir. Emerson do take the· Message t~ 

Her Majesty's Council. 

Then the House adjourned till to-m-orro\v at T\VO of the clock~ 

THURSDAY, 2ND NovEl\IBER, 1854. 

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty's Council brought down the~ 
following Message :..:..._ 

Mr. SPEAKER,--

Message from B,M.Council- Her Majesty's· Council acquaint the House of Assembl'y th·at they have· 
passed the Bill entitled '' An· Act to increase the present number of Re~ 
presentatives in the General Assembly of this Island and to regulate th~ 



OF NEWFOUNDLANI). 71 

Representation thereof" with son1e Amendments, to which they request 
the concurrence of tl1e House of Assen1bly. 

The Council desire at the same tin1e to state to the I-fouse of Assembly 
the reasons which have gt1ided them in adopting the Amendments \vhich 
the Council have introduced i11to the Bill. 

Desirous as they are to act in accordance vvith the spirit of the Despatch 
from Her Majesty's Sicretary of State, the Council are willing to make 
such concession, ai1d to exercise st1ch forbearance as may be reasonably 
expected from tl1em, and which the l)espatch recomtnends for the guid
ance of both branches of the Legislature ; and they have consequently 
adopted the Bill of the House of Assembly \vitl1 only such amenllme11 ts 
as, in the judgment of the Council, recognise the i1rinciple of pop11lation 
more fully and more lJerfectly than does the Bill of the Assembly. 

Tl1ese An1endments are simply the \vithdrawal of one me1nber frorn 
each of the Districts of Bonavista, a11d Placentia and St. Mary :-the 
effect of tl1is 'vould be (as sho\vn ii1 the Table appended hereto) to equal
ize, as far as may be, the i1uinber of Representatives in regard to 1>opula .. 
tion, 'vhile the discrepancy 'vhich exists in the Bill, in giving a larger rela· 
tive number of Members to a District with a sn1aller pop11lation than one 
not so fully represented, 'vould be avoided. 

_ The Council offer this free expla11ation of the motives which r1a,·e guid
ed them in their consideration of the measure which is now before them, 
a11d they cannot b11t entertain the hope tl1at the concessions they have 
made to effect a settlea1ent of a qt1estio11, the prolonged agitatio11 of which 
ca11not be beneficial to the public, and whicl1 it is desirable to terminate, 
will be acceded to by the Hot1se of Assembly. 

Amendments of the Council arranged according to Populati'on returns. 

No. District. Inhabita11ts. Members. 

I Conception Bay 
. 2 St.John's 
3 Trinity 
4 Bonavista 
5 T'villingate and Fogo 
6 PJacentia and St. l\1ary's 
7 Ferry land 
8 Burin 
9 Fortune Bay 

10 I-'a Poile 

Council Chamber, l 
2d N ovetnber, 1854. 5 

28,026 7 . 
25,199 6. 
8, 01 3. 
7,227 2. 
6,744 2. 
u,473 2. 
4,581 2. 
4,358 2. 
2,920 1. 
2,180 1. 

-
28. 

E. ~f. ARCfIIBALD, 
Presiding Member. 

• 
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And then the Messenger withdre,v. 
. 

Ordered,-That the said Message do lie upon the Table. 

The Amendments made by Her Majesty's Council i11 and upon the 
Bill entitled '' An Act to increase the present number of Representatives 
in the GeneralAssembly of this Island and to regulate the Rep1ese11tatio11 
thereof'' werP read a first time, and are as follow:-

In the first Section of the Bill, expt1nge the ~ord " thirty" and insert 
''twenty-eight" in lieu thereof. 

' 

----..-------1 Ith and 5Ist lines-expunge the \\rord '' three'' 
in each of these lines respectively, and insert the \Vord " t\ro.'' instead 
thereof. 

. 
On motioa of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by ~Ir. EMERSON, r .• 

Resolved,-That the following Message be sent to Iler l\ilajesty's Coun
cil·~ 

' 
Message to H.M,Council. l:Ir. PRES.ID ENT,-

Committee to' present. 

Petition complaining of the 
present mail $ervice be· 
tween thii and Halifax. : 

On. Table. 

. . 
The House of Assembly respectfully iriform: I-Ier :J,fajesty's.- Council that' 

having considered the reasons of the Council for the An1endn1en ts macle 
made by them in the Bill entitled '' A11 .t\..ct to increase tl1e number of 
Representatives in fhe General Assernbly of this island a·nd to regulate 
the representation thereof,'' they l1ave clisagreed to the said Amendn1ents 
for the reasons heretofore commnnicated by the rn to tl1e Co11ncil. 

Ordered,-That ~11·. Little and Mr. Emerson do tal{e the Niessage _to: 
Her Majesty's Cou11cil. 

Then the House adJourned till to-morro\v at T\VO of the clocko J 

FRID.Lt\ Y, 3nn NovE~IBER, 1854: 

. 

' 
J 

Mr. SHEA presented a Petition from James S. Clift and others, mer-
chants of St. John's, which was received and read, setting forth,--Th e 
serious injur}r they sustain from the inefficient n1ode in \Vhicl1 the maiis 
are conveyecl between this and Halifax, and praying that the I-louse \vill 
adopt measures to remedy tl1e evil. 

Orde1·ed,-That the said. Petitio11 do lie upon the 1"able.~ 



NEWFOUNDLAND. 73 

Mr• SHEA gave notice that -On to-morrow he would move for the ap
pointment of a Select Con1mittee to inquire into the statements set forth 
in the foregoing Petition, and to make a report thereon. 

'.fhen the House adjourned till Monday next at rf\VO of the clocl{ . 

..., 

~~;.__----------~----~----

. l\10ND.t\. Y, 6,.ri-1 NovEl\:IBER, 1854" 

. . . /; ..,,. 

IVIr. I"ITTLE, by command of His Excellency· the Governor, presented 
to the House a '\vritten ~lessage fro1n His Excellency the Governor, sign.: 
ed by His Excellency. 

1.'he said Message was read by the Speaker, all the mem hers being mi· 
covered, and is as follows :-

~ ! 

I requested Instructions from Her Majesty's Government with reference 
to the necessity of a suspending clause being aa·ded to the Rep1·esentation 
Bill, and expected instructions on the s·ubject by the last n1ail. 

My Despatch has been acknowledged by the Secretary of State, but the 
matter is still under the conside.ration of Her Majesty's Government. 

Under t!:iese circumstances therefore I am precluded from assenting to 
a Representation Bill which doeS not contain a suspending clause-at 
least to any Bill \ivhich may be passed before-the arrival of the next mail. 

K.B.H. 

Ordered,-That that the said Message do lie upon the Table~ 

Mr. LITTLE gave notice that on to-morro\v he would tnove an .t\ddress to 
His Excellency the Governor, in reply to His Excellency's Message of this 
day. 

On motion of Mr. SiiEA, seconded by l\fr. HoGSETT, 

Resolved,-That a Select Committee be appointed to take into consi
deration the present mode of carrying out the mail service, and to make 
a report thereon to the House. 

Notice for committee res
pecting the foregoing Peti~ 
ti on. 

-- ·. .... . ... ·- .. ·.· ..... "' ... ,, ... .. . - ~ . .. .. 

' 

Message from His Exe· · 
len cy the Governor" 

On Table. 

Notice of Address to a over
nor. 
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Ordered,-That Mr. Shea, Mr. Hogse t, Mr. Little,. Mr. Hoyles, and 
~ Mr. Warren, do form such Committee. 

.. 

'Ihen the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock. 

WEDNESDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER, 1854. 

On motion of l\fr. LITTLE, (pursuant to notice) seconded by l\tir. SHEA,· 

Resolved,-'fhat the follo\ving Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor in repty to His Excellency's Message on_the subject of the 

Representation Bill. 
To His Excellency l{ER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esq., 

Governor and Cornmanaer-in- Chief in ancl ove1" 
the Island of New(o1tnclland and its Dependen., 
cies, ~c. -

_. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,-

The House of Assen1bly respectfully inform Your Excellency, in rep!y· 
to Your Excellency's message of yesterday, stating your objection to assent 

to the Representation Bill without a suspending clause, that in their opin
ion, such a clause is unn·ecessary, in this instance, under the lloyal Instruc
tions for the follo\ving reasons, 'vl1ich are subn1itted for Your Excellency's 
consideration ; first, because a draft of the Bill has been already trans
mitted to the Secretary of State for the colonies, for the inforn1ation and 
decision of the Imperial Government, \vhose pleasure has been expressed 
thereon ; secondly, because this Bill has been referred back to the local 
Legislature for settle1nent, and the present extraordinary sessio11 has been 
called at this inconvenient and t1nusual period of the year, under the In
structions of the Imperial Governn1ent, in thei 1~ anxiety to expedite the 
final adjust1nent of t11is and the other, preliminary to the introduction of 
Responsible Government,-thirdly, b2cause although Her ~Jajesty's li.t
torney General, 'vas fully a\vare of tl1e objection, yet neither he nor any 
of Your Excellency's other confidential advisers took exception to the 

t ,I' 

Bill for tl1e adsence of such a clause, but clearly shewed, by their treat-
ment of the measure in the Council, that it was not necessary ; for \vhile 
they amended the Bill in other respects, they did not atten1pt to attacl1 

any suspending clause to it ; on the contrary, the Assembly \Vere clearly 
given to understand if tl1is House assented to the amendments of the 
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Council, the Bill as amended, would have been passed without any diffi· 
culty being even mentioned on this head. 

Under these circumstances this House trt1st t11at Your Excellency will, 
upon furth.er consideration see the propriety of assenting to the Bill, with· 

,_ 

ot1t a suspending clause, should it be passed by the Council. 

. Orde1''ed,-That t.he Address be engro.ssed, and presented to His Excel- Committee t.o present. 

lency the Governor, by Mr. LITTLE and 1vlr. SHEA. 

T~en the House adjourned till to-morro'v at Two of the clock. 

FRIDAY, 10TH, NovEnIDER, 1854 . 

.. 

:rvir. HANRAHAN gave notice that 011 to-tnorrO\V he \Vould move for leave Notice for Education Bill. 

to bring in a Bill for tl1e encouragement of Edt1cation : 

.i\.lso, that he \vould move the st1spe11sion of the Rules of the House in Suspension of Rules. 

reference tl1ereto. 

l\J.r. SHEA gave notice that on to·morro\v he would move that a Supply 
be granted to Her ~injesty: 

Notice-for Supply to Het 
l\iajesty. 

" 

Also, t11at he 'vill move tl1e suspension of the rules of the House to ena- Suspellaion of Rules .. 

ble the House to go into Committee of tl1e Whole on Supply: 

Also, that on to-morro\v he will move for leave to introduce a Bill to 
provide for the retiring allowances of Officei·s of this Gove1·n1nent. 

Th1r. floGSET'r gave i1otice that on to-morrow he 'vould move for the 
appointn1ent o~ a Select Comtnittee on Contingencies. 

l\:lr. SHEA, (in the absence of ~Ir. HoYI.Es,) gave notice that on to-mor

ro\v 11e 'vould n1ove for leave to bring in a Bill to incorporate the Union 
Bank4 

l\ r .. HoasETT gave notice that on to-morrow· he will move an Address 
to His ~~xcellency the (jovernor, \Vi th reference to the action of the -Gov

ernment on the address, passed last session, upo11 the ·st1bject of the con
duct of His I-Ionor Judge DesBarres, on the Southern Circuit, iii the fall 
of 1852 and 1853. 

Notice for Retiring Allo'v .. 
ances Bill. 

Notice for Committee on 
C9ntingencies. · 

. 
Notice for~Union .Bank In
corporation Bill. 

Notice for Address in ref er• 
ence to conduct of Judgo 
DesBa~res, 

f . 

' 
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Notice of Address to Gover• 
nor. for Returns~ 
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Mr. '~INSER gave notice that on to-morrow, or as early a day as possi
ble, be 'vill move an Address to the Governor most respectfully requesting 
him to cause the following returns to be laid before the Hot1se :-

. 

A Statement of the 'vhole expenditure on account of the poor in the 
year 1853, for, and in caeh Electoral District separately, distinguishing 
the amount paid in cash fron1 the amount paid in provisions, and the 
names of all persons to whom each particular \Vas entrusted, with the de
tails of the distribution thereof, for, and in every district ; also, the same 
particu1ar statement for the first six months in the year 1854. 

. . 
A ·pa1·ticular statement of the expenditure in relief of the labouring 

Poor in the year 1853, (exclusive of the Road Acts, 14 Vic., and 16, 'ric.,) 
in each Electoral District separately, distinguishing the amount paid in 
cash from the amount paid in provisions, and the names of the persons 
entrusted with the payment thereof, and a detailed account of the names 
of the persons employed, and tbe prices .cl1arged them for each article 
paid in provisions; and the amount given per day· for their labor, if em~ 
ployed by the day; if by contract, a copy of the contract ; also, the same 
particular statement for the first six months of the year 1854. 

I • 

A detailed statement of the sum of £600 charged in the Treasurer's 
account, for ernploying the labouring poor of St. John'.s from tl1e Re-b11ild
ing Act fund, stating tl1e name of, and the sum paid to each person in 
cash, and at \vhat rate per day, arid the tiine and place anti date of sucl1 
'vork; if clone by contract, the copy of the contracts, and if paid in provi..: 
sions, the price charged for each article, and the name or names of the 
persons by 'vhom it 'vas deli 't~ered or paid in cash. 

A detailed statement of tl1e sum of £ 150 charged in the Treasurer's 
account for the break,vater at Bonavista. 

A detailed statement of the sum of £291 Os. 4d., charged in the 'I'rea.; 
srirer's account, as paid in carrying out the provisions of the Land Act. 

A st~tement in detail of the sum of £600 charged in the Treasurer's 
account as paid for Potatoe seed and Grain, stating the amount in each 
Electoral District, the persons names entrusted with the deli very, and the 
names of the recipients thereof. 

A Statement of all sums of money received at the Market House, and 
Governcnent "\Vharf, since their completion, with a particular statement 
of its application. 

A Stateme1~t of all sums ex1)ended to repair and improve Government 

House during tl1e years 1851, '52, '53, and '54, to the month of October,, 
1864:. 
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A Statement in detail of £490 Ss., sent to Outports, o-n the responsibil
ity of I-lis Excellency the Governor, in the year 1852,and not yet account
ed for. See the report of the Commissioners of Audit of the 14th J11ne2 

1853 . 

.... '-\. Statement in detail of the expenditt1re of the amonnt of £23 85 2s. 
6d., found in different Warrants, from No. 150 to No. 275 inclusive, paid 
in 1853, on the Governor's responsibility, or \'Vithout the sa11ction of law, 
stating the amot111t for ea9h Electoral District separately·. 

Then the I-louse adjourned till to .. morro'v at T\VO of the cloolt. 

SATURDAY, llTH NovE~iBER, 1854~ 

~Ir. HoYLES presented a Petition from Wm. Gallop and others,. inhabi
tants of :Fortrine Bay, Placientia Bay, and s~ttlements in the Southern Dis· 
trict of the island, \vl1ich 'vas received and read,-Praying that the line 
of road constructed by the London, New York, and Newfoundland Eleo· 
tric Telegraph Company may for the f11tnre be used as the mail route in .. 
stead of having the service conducted as at present, they being of opinion 
that it \vill not only be more satisfactory to the public, but likewise a 
saving of expense to the colony. 

l\1r. BEMISTER presented a Petition from James Seaton, one of the 
Official Reporters of the House of Assembly, which was ·received and read, 
praying that compensation may be made him for his services in report-
11g the debates of last session, during the illness of the second Reporter; 
and also that he may be remunerated for reporting and publishing the 
debates during the first week of the present session. 

Mr. BENNING presented a Petition· from Wn1. Butler of Bt1rin, which 
\Vas received and read,-Praying that compensation may be made him 
for the loss sustained by him in building a substantial suspension Bridge 
over Tides brook. . 

Ordered.-That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table. 

Mr. HANRAHAN, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a 
Bill for the encouragement of Education, and the same was read a first 
time. 

Petition. from Fortune ~~,.~ 
Placentia Bays for altE 
tion in the mail ro11tc. 

Petition ftom J'ames Seaton 
for compensation. 

Petitionfrom Wm. Butler 
for ~ompensation, 

On Table. 

Education Bill read 1st 
time. 



~ . 
Rules suspended. 

Read 2nd time •. 

Reported with amendment •. 

Time of &rd reading' 

Retiring allowance Bill 
read· 1st time. 

Time of second reading. 

Supply granted to Her 
!l'!ajesty. 

Rules suspended .. 

Committee of Sup).)ly; 
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On motion of Mr. HANRAHAN, seconded by Mr. SHEA, 

Resolved,-'l..,hat the Rules of the House be .suspended in reference to 
the said Bill. 

Oriclered,-That the Bill be no'v read a second time. 
, 

And the Bill '\Vas read a second time accordingly. 

Ordered,-That the House do no\v resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Wl101e upon the said Bill. 

And the House l'esolved itself into the said Committee accordingly. 

l\fr. SPEAI\.ER left the Chair. 

Mr. BEMISTER took: the Chair of the Committee. 

l\{r. SPEA1{ER rest1med the Chair. 

The Chairman reported from the Co·mmittee that they had considered 
Bill to then1 referred, and had passed the same with an amendment, '\Yhich 
they ]Jad directed hin1 to report to the Ho11se, and he hr\nded tl1e Bill and 
amendment in at tl1e Clerk's Table 

And the said: amendn1ent hav~ng been read throughout a first a11tl sec• 
ond tin1e, 'vas, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-That tl1e Bill as n~nended, be engrossed, and read a thircl 
time on \V ednesday next. 

Mr . . SBEA, pursuant to notice ancl leave granted, presented a Bill to 
p11ovide for the Retiring Allo,vances of certain Officers of Government, 
and the san1e '\vas read a first ti1ne. 

Oi·dered,-That the said Bill be read a second time on 1"Ionday next. 

On motion of l\1r. SHEA, (pursuant to notice) seconded by lVIr. LITTLE, 

Resolved,---'fhat a Supply be granted to IIer Majesty. 

On motion of Mr. SHEA, (pursuant to notice) seconded by ~Ir. LITTLE, 

That the Rules of the I-louse be suspended in referen.ceiito the Supply 
granted to Her Majesty. 

Ordered,-That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of 
the V\7hole upo11 Supply. 

And the House i·esolved itself into the said Con1mittee accordingly .. 

?Jr. SPEAI{ER lef~ tl1e Chair. 

Mr. HANRAHAN took tho Chair of the Co1nn1ittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 
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The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some Progess reported. 

progress in the business to t11em referr~d, and had instructed him to ask 
leave to sit agai11 011 the further co11sideration thereof. 

Ordered,-1I1at the Committee l1ave leave to sit again on Monday 
11ext. 

ifr. Si-rEA, (in the nl;s Jee nf 1\f r. Hoyles) on leave granted, prese11ted a 
. . 

BiJl &,. Iucor Jorate the Union Banlr of N eYvf<)undlancl, and the same was 
read a tirst time. 

Ordered,-Tl1at the Bill be read a second time 011 Monday next. 

On n1otion of l\Ir. I-IoGSETT ,(pursuant to notice) S' conded by ~lr. LITTLE, 

Resolved,-. That the follo,ving Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governo1~--. 

To His Excellency l(ER BAILLIE HA1VIILTON, ,Esqui,re, 
Governor and Comniander-irt-Chi.ef iii and over the 
Islarid of Newfoundland and its Depende,ncies, &c. 
&c., 9'-c. 

~!A Y IT PLEASE YOUR Exe ELLEN CY,---

The Hot1se of Assembly respectfully beg leave to reqt1est tl1at Your 
Excellency \Vill be pleased to inform the Hol1se what action has been tak
en by the Government of this colo11y on the Address passed by this I-louse 
in its last session, to Your Excellency, in reference to the contluct of the 
I-Ion. Judge DesBarres, 011 the Southern Circuit of this colony, in tl1e 
falls of the years 1852 and 1853. 

Order-ed,-That tl1e Address be engrossed, and presented to His Exccl-
1ency the Governor by l\1r. Hogsett and ~ir. Little. 

On motion of ~Ir. HoGSE'rT, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. 

HANRAHAN, 

Resolrved,-That a Select Committee be appointed to inqt1ire into the 
Contingencies of the last and present sessions of the I ... egislature • 

. 

Union Bank Incornoration 
Bill read !st ti.11e. J; 

Time of second reading. 

Address in ref er en cc to con 
duct of Judge D esB a:res. 

Ordered,-'fhat Mr~ Hogsett, Mr. Hanrahan, ~1r. Shea, Mr. Little and Committee appointed. 

Mr. Talbot, do fol'm such Committee. 

On motion of Mr. 'VINSER, seconded by Mr. LITTLE, 

Resolved,-1,hat the following Address be presented be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor:-



Address to <Joyernor. for 
Retwns. 

' I 
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To His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esq., 
Gov~rno1· and Commanaer-in- Chief in and over 

~ the Island of Newfoitndland and its Dependen· 
cies, ~c. 

.. 

MAY IT PI.,EASE You& E:x:cELLENcY,-

The House of Assembly respectfully .beg leave to request that Your 
Excellency will be pleased to cause the following lleturns to be laid be· 
fore the House :-

A Statement of the whole expenditure on account of the poor in the 
year 1853, for, and in caeh Electoral District separately, distinguishing 
the amount paid in cash from the amount paid in provisions, and the 
names of all persons to whom each particular \Vas en trusted, witl1 the de
tails of the distribution thereof, for, and in every district ; also, the same 
particular statement for the first six months in the year I 854. 

A particular staten1ent of the expenditure in relief of the labouring 
Poor in the year 185a, (exclt1sive of the Road Acts, 14 Vic., and 16, ' ric.,) 
in each Electoral District separately, distinguishing the amount paid in 
cash from the amount paid in prov·isions, and the nan1es of tl1e persons 
entrusted with the payment thereof, and a detailed account of the names 
of the persons employed, and tl1e prices chargec.l them. for each article 
paid in provisions, and the amount given per' day· for their labor, if em· 
ployed by the day; if by contract, a copy of the contract; also, the same 
particular statement ior the first six months of the year 1854. 

A detailed staterr1ent of the sum of £600 charged in the Treasurer's 
account, for e1nploying the labouring poor of St. John's from the Re-build
ing Act fund, stating the name of, and the sum paid to each person in 
,cash, and at \vhat rate per day, and the time and place and date of such 
'vork; if done by contract, the copy of the contracts, and if paid in provi· 
sions, the price charged for each article, and the ·name or names of the 
persons by \Vhom it was delivered or paid in cash. 

A detailed statement of tl1e sum of £150 charged in the Treasurer's 
account for the breakwater at Bonavista. 

A detailed statement of the sum of £291 Os. 4d., charged in the Trea
su1·er's account, as paid in carrying out the provisions of the Land Act. 

A statement in detail of tl1e sum of £600 charged ju the Treasurer's 
account as paid for Potatoe seed and Grain, stating the amount in each 
Electoral District, the persons names entrusted with the delivery, and the 
names of the recipients thereof. 

• 
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A Statement of all sums of money received at the Market House, and 
Government Wharf, since their completion, with a i1articular statement 
of its application. 

A Statement of all sums expended to repair and improve Gover11ment 
!louse during tr1e years 1851, '52, '53, and '54, to the month of October, 
1854. 

A Statement in detail of £490 Ss., sent to Outports, on the responsibil
ity of His Excellency the Governor, in the year 1852,and not yet account
ed for. See the report of the Commissioners of Audit of the 14th Ju11e, 
1853. 

A Statement in detail of the expenditure of the amonnt of £2385 2s. 
6d., found in different 'Varrants, from No. 150 to No. 275 inclusive, paid 
in 1853, on the Governor's responsibility; or without the sa11ction of law, 
stating the amo11nt for each Electoral District separately. 

Ordered;-That the Address be engrossed; and presented to His Ex- Committee to pi'erent.' 

cellency the Governor, by Mr. Hogsett and Mr Little. 

Mr. SitEA presented a petition from George James Hogsett of Saint :Petition from G.J.Hoisett.

J ohn;s, which was received and read, setting forth;-That since 1853 he 
has reported the proceedings of the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts, 
and praying that an an1ount may be awarded him in consideration of his 

• services. 

Mr. SHEA also presented a petition from Joseph 'Voods of St. John's, 
whicl1 '\Vas received and read, praying that the annual grant for publish
ing the Newfoundland Almanac may be made him. 

Ordered.-That the said Petitions do lie l1pon the 'fable. 

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock. 

. - MONDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER, 1854' • 

On motion of Mr. HoYLEs, seconded by Mr. SHEA, 

Resolved,-That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to 
all measures before the House. 

Petitien from J. Woods:· 

On. Table, 

• 



Union Bank Bill read 2nd 
~· .-1me. 

Committee on Union Bank 
l3ill, 

Bill paased. 

Read third time. 

Passed and titled .. 

Supply. 

Progress reported~ 

Notice of Address to GeT~ 
ernor. 

Notice for suspension of 
Rules. 
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Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to incorporate the Union Bank 
of Newfoundland 'vas read a second ti1ne. 

On n1otion of ~Ir. HoYLEs, seconded by Mr. SHEA, 

Resoli,ed,~'fhat the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole upon the said Bill. 

And the House resolved itself into the said Com1nittee accordingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

Mr. BEMISTER took the Chair of the Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

'I'he Chairman reported from the Committee that they hnd passed the 
Bill to them referred without amendment, and he hrtnded the Bill in at 
the Clerk's Table. 

Ordered-That the Bill be engrossed and read a tl1ird time this day, 

And the Bill '\vas read a third time accordingly. 

On motion of J\ilr. HOYLES, seconded by lVIr. SIIEA, 

Resolved,-That tl1e Bill pass, and be entitled " An .~ct to Incorporatl. 
the Union Bank of N e,,·foundlan d" '' 

Orde1·ed,-That 1\rlr. Hoyles, and i\1r. Shea, do talre the Bill to Her 
Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Purst1ant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit 
tee of tl1e 'Vhole upon the further consideration of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

Mr. HANRAHAN toolr the Chair of the Comn1ittee. 

Mr. SPEA.l{ER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported from tl1e Committee that they had n1ade son 
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to a~ 

eave to sit again on the furtl1er conside1 ation thereof to-morrow. 

Ordered,-'fhat the Committee have leave to sit again to-n1orrow. 

• 

Mr. LITTLE ga·ve notice that on to-morrow, he will move an Address to 
the Governor 011 the subject of the salary and absence of Aaron Hog.-
sett, Esqr : 

Also, that on to-morrow, he \vill move the st1spension of the Rules in 
reference to all business that JDay be brought before the House. 
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Mr. BEMISTER gave notice that on to-n1orrO\V he will move an i\ddress 
to His Excellency the Governor, praying His Excellency to take into con
sideration the petitions of James Col man, proprietor of the Trinity Pack
et, and James Collins, proprietor of the Placer.tia Bay Packet. 

Then tr1e House adjourned till to·morrow at 1',vo of the clock. 

. TUESD,.\Y, l4TH NovEl\IBER, 1854. 

On motion of Mr. I~tTTLE~ seconded by Mr. SlIEA, 

Resolved,-That the ll.ules of the House be suspended i11 reference to 
all business that may be brought before the Hot1se during the remainder 
of this session. 

Pursu1nt to order oftl1e day, tl1e House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole upon the further consideration of Supply. 

~lr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

Mr. HANRAHAN toolr t11e Chair of the Committee, 

~1r. SPEAKER resumed the Chait. 

1,he Chairn1an reported from the Com1nittee, that they l1ad considered 
the bt1siness to them referred, and had come to certai11 Resolutions there
on wl1ich tl1ey had directed hin1 to report to the House; and he handed 
the Resolutions in at the Clerk's 1'able,where the san~e \Vere read as fol
lo\vs :-

Reso :ved,-That it is the opinion of this Comn1ittee that there be 
granted to. Her Majesty, Her Heirs and successors, tlie sum of Ten 'fl1ou
sand and Six: Pounds, to defray the salaries of the undermentioned 
officers :-

'l~he Clerk of the Executive Council, Two IIundred Pounds. 

1''rvo C Ierks in the Secretary's Office, Four Hundred Pounds. 
I. 

An Office ·keeper to the Secretary's Office, Sixty Pounds. 

A :\fessenger at the Secretary's Office, 8ixt)· Pounds. 

Notice of Address to Go-. . 
ernor. 

Resolutions repo1'ted. 



84 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL ASSE:.\IBLY 

The Colonial Treasurer, Five Ht111dred Pounds. 

The Cletk in the Treast1rer's Office, 011e I-Iundre<l. and Fifty Pounds, 
Provided tt1at the Treasurer shall pay into the Treasury any an1011nt or 
salary he may receive as Cashier of the Sa ri ngs' Bank. 

The Chief Clerk and Rt gistrar of the St p ·eme and Ce11tral Circuit 
Courts, Tl1ree l-!t1nclred a11d li'ifty· Pounc.1s, toget11er with Fifty Po11nds to 
defray the salary of a Clerl( As8ista.nt ; al;:;o 'I,,venty Pounds for the ptlr
chase of printeJ forms ; P rvvi:1e<i, that all fees and perqt1isites received, 
or that shall be received it1 or by virttle of tl1e said office, or in a11y \vay 
connected there,vith, shall be accot1ntecl for, and paid over half-yearly t o 

the Colonial 'l'rettsurer. 

The Clerk of the Northern Circt1it Court, Tv;o Hundred Pot1nds. 

The Clerk of the Southern Circuit Court, Two Hundred Pot1nds.· 

The Crier and Tipstaff of the Snprcn1e Court, Sixty Pottnds~ 

The Crier and Tipstaff of tho Northern Circuit Court at Harbor Grace1
,. 

· Twenty Pounds. 

. . 
Three Police Magistrates for St. John's, Nine Hundred Pot1nds .. 

The Police Inspector at St. John's, SiJrty Po11nds. 

The Higl1 Constable at St. John's, Eigl1ty Pounds. 

. . -

T en Police Constables for St. John's, Fot1r Hundred and Fifty 
Pot1nds. 

The Gaoler for St. John's, One H t1nd.red a11d ·Fifty Pounds, {n liet1 of 
fees, which are to be accot1nted for and paid over to the Colonial Treasu . .
rer. 

rfhe Gaol Surgeon of St. John's, Forty Pot1nd-s. 

The Hospital Surgeon for St. Jol111's,.One Hundred sJ11d Fift.}~ Pounds. 

The District Surgeon for St. John's, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds, 
tt·nd Fifty Pounds for procuring and supplying medicines. 

The Physician of the Lunatic Asylum· at St. John's, Two Hundred 
Pounds. 

The Gaol Surgeon at Harbor Grace, 'l,hirty Pounds. 

The Gate-keeper at Government IIouse, Tlventy-six: Pounds. 
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The .Attorney-General, in lieu of all fees of office, Two Hundred and 
1Tifty Pountis. 

The Solicitor-General, in liet1 of all fees of office, inclt1ding all charges· 
and fees for any lJerson proseclitii:g for tl1e Crow11 011 the Northern Cir
ct1it, 'f,ro IJ undred Pot1nds. 

Resolvecl,-That it is the cpinio11 of tl11s Con1 n1ittee that the sum of 
Ot1e 'I'l1c1usand t1ine hundred a ~1cl Sixt31 ~ five Pounds be granted to l-ler Ma
jesty, Her fieirs or Succes.;;ol's, to\vards d.efraying tl1e salaries of the un. 
dermentio11ecl {)utport .:\lagititra.tes, tts foll .. ..1 \iVs ;-

A Magistrate for Brig us ai1d f>ort-cle- G1«-1,·e, One Hu ntlreu a .. d Fifty 
, 

Pounds. 

A ~fagistrate at IIarbor Grace, 'l.\vo Ht1ndred Pot1nc1s . 

... ~ 11agistrate at Carbonear, One II u nclred and Fifty Poundtr. 

A ~fagistrate at Trinity, One H t1ndred a11d Fifty Pout ds. 

A ~Iagistrata at Eor1avista, One Hl111dred a11d Fifty Pot1nds. 

. A iVlagistrate for 1,\\1illi11gate and Fogo, One Hundre 1 and Thirtf 
- Pounds. 

' 

A ~Iagistrate at Bay Bulls·, One Hundred Po1111ds. 

A Magistrate at Ferry lar1d, One Ht1ndred Pounds. 

A ~Iagistrate at St. ~1ary~-s, 0 ·110 Hundred .and. 1"hirty Pounds. 
' . . 

A Magistrate at Placentia, One H undre<l and Tl1ir-ty Pou11ds . 

• *\Magistrate at Burin, 011e Hundred and :B.,ifty Pounds: 

A lVIagistrate at f.Iarbor Briton, One Hundred Pounds. 

A Magistrate at Grand Bank, One Ht111dred and Tl1irty Pounds. · 
. .: . 

A rv1agistrate at Old Perlica11, One Ht1ndred and Thirty Pounds. 

Resolved,-That it is tl1e opinion of this Committee tha't the sun1 of 
Nine Hundrecl and Sixty-six Pounds b·e granted to Her J\tlajesty, Her 
11eirs or Successors, towards defraying the salaries ·of the undermentione,-
Outport Constables, as follo\'\'S- .. 

. , . 

One Constable at Petty Harbor, 'fwenty Pounds. 

One Constable at Torbay, 'I,\venty Pounds. 

One Constable at Portt1gal Cove, Twenty Pot1nds . 
.. 



86 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF .ASSEMBLY 

' One Constable at South Shore, T\velve Pounds. 

One Constable at Harbor Main, Twelve Pounds. 

One Constable at Cat's Cove, Twelve Pounds. 

Tl-VO Constables at Brigus and Port·de·Grave, Fifty Pounds'. 

One Constable at Bay Roberts, Twelve Pounds . 
. 

Three Gonstables at Harbor Grace, One Ilundred Pounds.' 

Three Constables at Carbo11ear, Seventy-five Pounds. 

One Constable at Bay-de-Verd, T\velve Pounds~ 

One Constable at Western Bay, Tvvel ve Pounds. 

One Constable at Hant's Harbor, Twelve Pot1nds. 
. . 

One Constable at Perlican, Twelve Pou11ds. 

One Constable at I-Ieart's Content, Twelve Pounds'. 

One Constable at New IIarbor, Twelve Pounds. 

Two Constables at 'Trini ty, Thirty-seven Pound:s. 

One Constable at Catalina, Twenty-five Pol1nds. 

One Constable at Bona vista, "l1 \venty-fi ve Pounds. 

One Constable at Tickle Cove, T\vel ve Pot1nds. 

. . . } 

One Constable at King's Cove, 1,,velve Pounds. 

One Constable at Salvage, T'vel ve Pot1nd s. 

One Constable at Greenspond, Twelve Pounds« 

Three Constables at ·rwillingate and Fogo, Forty-nine P·ounds " 

One Constable at Exploits Bay, Twelve Pounds. 

One Tonstable at Bay Bulls, T\venty-five Pou11ds. 

One Constable at Witless Bay1 rrwelve Pounds. 

One Constable at Toad's Cove, Twelve 'Pounds. 

One Constable at Brigus, South, T\velve Pounds. 

One ·constable at Cape Broyle, Twelve Pounds. 

One.Constable at Caplin Bay, Twelve Pounds. 
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One Con.stable at Ferry land, Twenty-fl ve Pol1nds. 

One Constable at Aqt1aforte, T\vel ve Pot1nds~ 

One Constable at Fermeuse, 'l'\vel ve Pounds. 

One Constable at l{e11e\VS, T ''rel ve Pounds 

One Constable at Trepassey, Twelve Pounds. 

011e Constable at Placentia, Twenty-five Pounds. 

One Constable at Little Fla centia, 'f\:velve Pot1nds. 

One Co11stable at Saint Mary·'s, T\vent)r.five Pounds, 

One Constable at O<lerin, T\velve Pot1nds. 

One Constable at 1Ierasheen, T'\velve Pot111ds. 

One Constable at Bt1ri11, "l"\venty-fi ve Po·unds. 

One Constable at St. La\'\'re11ce, T,velve Pounds. 

One Co11stable at Lamaline, Twelve Pounds. 

One Constable at Grand Bank, 'f,velve Pounds. 

One Constable at Jersey I-Iarbor, T'velve Pounds. 

One Co11stable at Harbor Brito11, T1vvelve Pou11ds. 

011e Constable at IIermitage Bay, 'r,vel ve Pounds, 

One Co11stable at Burgeo Islands, 1'\velve Pounds. 

One Co11stable at Spaniard's Bay, T'velve Pounds. 

87 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that there be 
granted to Her l\1ajesty,. Her IIeirs and successors, the sum of Five Ht1n
dred and Eighty-five Pot111ds to,,rards defraying the Salaries of the under
n1er1tionecl Outport Clerks of the Peace, as follo,vs :-

.i\. Cler I( of the f>eace for Brigus and Port-de-Grave, Sixty Pounds. 

A Clerl{ of the Peace at Harbot1r Grace, One Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds. 

A Clerk of the Peace at Carbonear, Sixty Pounds. 

A Clerk of the Peace at 'l'rinity, Sixt}· Pounds. 
. 

A Cle1 k ef the Peace at Bona vista, Fort)·-fi ve Pottnds. 
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------ ------------ ------- --------- ---
A Clerk of the Peace for TwiJlingate and Fogo, Forty-five Pounds. 

A Clerk of the Peace at Ferryland, Sixty Pounds. 

A Clerk of the Peace at Placentia, Thirty-five Pou11<l s. 

A Clerk of the Peace at Harbor Driton, Thirty-fl ve Pounds. 

A Clerk of the Peace at Burin, 1.,liirty-five· Pot1nds. 

Provi"ded that all Fees of Office received by the said res1Jecti ve Clerks 
of the Peace shall be accounted for by them a11d paid over half-yearly to 
the Colonial Treasurer. 

Resolved,-1.,hat it is the opini'on of th1s Committee that there be grar1t 
ed to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, the sum of T'Yo Hui1dred 
aud Ten Pounds towards defraying the salaries of the undermentioned 
Outport Gaolers1 as fallows:---

A Gaoler at Ha1·bor Grace, Ninety Pou11ds; P1·ovided that all Fees of 
Office received by him sl1all be accounted-for and i>aid over to the Colo
nial Treast1rer. 

A Gaoler at Trinity, TV\1enty .. fi ve Pounds. 

A Gaoler at Bonavista, Ten Pounds. 

A Gaoler and Constable at Twillingate and F'ogo, Ten Pounds. 

r A Gaoler at Ferryland, 'l.,\iventy-five Pot1nds .. 

A Gaoler at Placentia, Twent)r-five Pot1nds. 

A Gaoler at Bt1rin, Twe11ty-five Pounds.-

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Commi'ttee that the sun1 of. 
Two Hundred Pounds be gra.nted to Iler ~lajesty, Her Heirs or S'uccess -ors, towards defraying the ordinary expenses of Court Houses and· Gaols. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Conltnittee that fhe sum of 
lix Hundred Pounds be granted to Iler l\tlajesty, Her Heirs or Success
ors, towards defraying the expenses of Gaols. 

Re1olved,-1'hat it is the opinion of this Committee that the su .. n1 of 
Five Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majestjr, H er IIeirs or Success 
ors~ to\vards-d-efraying the e·xpenses of Printing and Stationery. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of 
Three Hundred Pounds be granted to Her l\iiajesty, Her H eirs or Suc
cessors, towards defraying the expenses of Crow11 Prosecutions. 
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Resolved;-'fhat it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of 
Two Ht1ndred Pou11ds be granted to Her Majesty, I-Ier Heirs or St1ccess· 

ors, to·Nards defraying the expenses of Coroners. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of tl1is- Cotnmittee tl1at the sun1 of 
Fo11r H undrec.1 and fifty Po11nris be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs 

or Successors, to\Vards defraying the expenses of Fuel and Light for 

Public Buildings. 
. . 

Resolved,-That it is the opinio·n of this Comn1ittee that th·e s11n1 of 
One Hundred and 'rlventy Pot1nds be granted to Her ~1ajesty, Her IIeirs 

or St1ccessors, to\vards clefraying the expenses of Postages and other in
cide11tal expenses. 

Resolved,-1"'bat it is t11e opinio11 of this Con11nittee that the st1m of Six 
1'housand Pot1nds be granted to Her l\1ajesty, Her Heirs or Successors~ 

to\vards the Relief of the Poor. 

Resolved,-~ That it is the op1riion of this Cotnm1ttee that tl1e sum of One 
Thousa11d ,.f,vo IIundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Jieirs 
or Successors, to~rards defraying the expenses of Lunatic Pat1perS'. 

Rlsolved,-That it is tl1e opinion of this Com·mittee that the st1m of 
011e Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, 
towards the relief of Sl11p\vrecl{ed Sealing Crews . 

.Resolved,-That it is tl10 opinion of tl1is Committee that the sum of 
011e H ui1dred and 11,orty-three Pounds, Six: Shill.ings, and Eight Pence, 

be granted to II er Majesty, Iler Heirs or Succc:s,sors, tovvards defraying 
the expenses of lighting Saint J oh11 's with Gas. 

Reso:ved,-That it is tl1e opinion of this Comn1ittee that the sum of 
T .hirty-six Pounc1s a11d Ten Shiliings be granted to Her Majesty, Her 
Heirs or Successors, towards defraying the exp·enses of the Men stationed 
at Fort Amherst. 

Re•olved,-'fhat it is the opinion of this Co1n1111ttee tl1at the st1m 0£ 
~"'ifty I>ot1nds be grrtn te<l to II er ~I ajesty, f-Ier He·irs or Successors; to
\\:ards p ~)yn1ent of Duties on \!Vines irn1Jorted .or purchased for the use of 
the l\1ilitary. 

Resolved,-Tl1at it is the opinion of this Committee that tl1e sum of 
Sixty Pot1nds be granted to Iler Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to

w&rds defra)'iug the Salary of tl1e Keeper of the Colonial Building. 

Resolvecl,--1'hat it is the opinion of tl1is Committee that the sum of 
Fifty Pounds be granted to Her l\lajesty, Her Jieirs or Successors, to .. 
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wards defraying tl1e Annt1al Allowance to the Widow of the late James 
Blaikie, Esquire. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of thi~ Committee that the sum of 
Forty Pounds, be granted to Her l\1ajesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to 

1\1 atthe'v Stevenson, as Pension. 

Resolved,-1'hat it is the orJinion of this Committee that the sum of 
Ten Pouncls be grantecl to Her Majesty, l-Ier Heirs or Successors, to Ro
bert Cor1nell, as gratuity for past services. 

Resolved,-That it is tl1e opinion of this Cotnmittee that the sun1 of 
Ten Pounds be gra11ted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to Ro
bert Smith, Constable, Greenspond. 

Resolved,-1,hat it is the opinion of tl1is (jommit tee that the stlm of 
Three Hundred and Two Pot1nds be granted to Iler ~lajesty, Her Heirs 
or Successors_ to\vards defraying the allo,vances of the follo\ving Ferry ... 

men:-

To a Ferry man at ~fanuals, 1"en Pounds .. 

rfo a Ferryman at Great Placentia, 'f\ve·nty•five Poundso· 

To a Ferrvma11 at Little St. La\vrence, 'I~en Pounds . 
• 

To a Ferryman at Salmonier, T\venty-five Pounds. 

To a Ferryma11 bet\veen Burin and Sp·oon Cove, '"l,,venty Pound's_ 

To a Ferryman at Bis-cry Bay, Fifteen Pounds. 

1,o a Ferrytnan at Portugal Cove, Twenty·flve Pounds'. 

To a },erryman at Holyrood, 'I,r1irty Poul1ds ;-that is to say, for a B··oat 
to be stationed near Cra"rley's on t 11e Sot1 th side and a Boat near Haley's 
on the north side of the Harbour, 1?ifteen Pounds each., 

To a Ferryman at ... i\quaf ort, F'iftee11 Pounds. 

To a Ferryman at T·rinity, 'f\venty .five Pot1nds.

To a Ferryman nt Malbay, T\velve Pounds. 

'l,o a Ferryma11 at John's Pond, North Harbour and Salmonier, rrhirty 
Pounds. 

'l'o a Ferry111an bet,ve,en Belle Isle and ··i,opsail, T\venty Pounds. 

To a Ferryman bet\veen Harbour Grace and 'fhomas Fitz.gerald's on 
the South side of the Harbot1r ':l'v\renty-five Pounds: 
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To a Ferryman at Mortier Bay, Fifteen Pounds. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that there be 
granted to Her ~1ajesty, Her Heirs and successors, the sum of Five Hun
dred Pounds to defray Unforeseen Contingencies. 

Resolved,-That it is t11e opinion of this Committee that the sum of 
Twenty-five Pounds, be' granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Succes
sors, to\vards the support of the Dorcas Society at Carbonear. 

Resolved,-1-:hat it is the opinion of tl1is Committee that the sum of 
1 .. ,venty.fi\1 e Pounds be grant~d to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, 
to\vards the support of the Dorcas Society at Harbor Grace. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of tl1is Committee that the sum ~ of 
One Hundred and fifty Pot1n<ls be granted to Her Majesty, Her I-Ieirs 
or Successors, towards the support of the Agricultt1ral Society : Provided 
that the sum of Orie Hundred Pounds, part of the said sum, sl1all be ex
pended for that purpose in the Outports of this Island. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion o'f this Committee that the sum df: 
Sixty Pounds be. granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to 
George J. Hogsett, Esq., for reporting and publishing the La'\v Reports· 

Resolved,-1'hat it is tlie opinion of this Committee that the s11m of 
Sixty Po11nds be granted to Her Nlajesty, Her Heirs or Successors, tc'"! 
\vards defraying the expenses of the Phcenix Volt1nteer Fire Company 
of St. Joh11's. 

Resolved,-That it is the· opinidn of this Committee that the sum of 
Twenty-five Pounds be granted to Her l\tlajest y, Her Heirs or Su'ccessors, 
to Joseph Woods, towards defraying the . expenses of Publishing an Al .. 

manac. ... 
-~ 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum Of 
Twenty-five Pot1nds, be granted to Iler Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, 
to the Harbor Grace Gas Light Company, to\vards defraying the expenses 
of Lighting 'fwel ve Gas Lamps in that rl'own. 

Resolved,-'fhat it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of 
One Hund·red Pot1nds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, 
to,vards defraying the expenses of the Night Watch in St. John's. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of t11is Committee that the sum of 
One Hundred and Twenty-one Pounds, Five Shillings, be granted to Her 
Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to James Tobi11 to reimburse him for 
salaries paid to Police Constables and Clerk of the Peace at St. George·, 

Bay. u 

, 
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Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sun1 of 'Fifty 
Po11nds be granted to Her l\iJ ajesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to\vards the 
support of the Dorcas Society, St. John's. 

Resolved,--That it is the opinion of this Co1nmittee that the sum of One 
Hundred Pounds be gra11teci to Her Majest)·, Her Heirs or Successors, 
to,va1 ds the st1pport of the Factory, St. John's. 

Resolved,-.. fhat it is the opinion of this Comtnittee that the sum of 
}"ifty Pounds be granted to Her ~1ajesty, Her Heirs or Successor'3, to
wards the support of the Indt1strial Departme11t of the Orpha11 Asylum 
School at St. Joh11's. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of tl1is Committee that the sum of 
Thirty-five Pounds be gra11ted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, 
towards keeping and st1pporti11g the H alf·"1 ay House 011 the Salmonier· 
Road. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of 
Fot1r l-I undred Po,1nds be granted to Her !\Iajesty, Her Heirs or Sue.: 
cessors, towards the Relief of Outport Permane11t Poor. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that t11e sum of 
T\venty-five Pot1nds be granted to Iler Majesty, Her fleirs or Succes

sors, to Donald Bethune, Sub-Collector at Carbonear, i11 adclitia11 to 11is· 
annual Salary. 

ResoZ.ved,-That it is the opinion of this Comn1ittee that the sum of 
Twenty-five Pounds be granted to Her ~1ajesty, Her IIeirs or Succes·· 
sors, to James Winter; Sub-Collector at Fogo, in addition to his a nnuaI 
Salary. 

Resolved,-'I,hat it is the opinion of this Committee that the sun1 of 
Twenty-five Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Ileirs or Succes
sors, to Lorenzo Moore, Sub-Collector at Greenspond, i11 addition to his 
a·onual Salary . 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of tl1is Con1mittee that the sum of 
One Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Success
ors, to defray th·e salary of a District Surgeon for Conception Bay. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of th1s Committee that the sum of. 
Eight Hundred Pounlis be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Succes
sors, towards the completion of the Lunatic Asy lt1m. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of 
Forty Pounds be granted to Iler ~Jajesty,Her Heirs or Successors,to\vards 
the completion of the Commercial School at Bt1rin. 

• 
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Resolved,-Tha t it c:is th1e opinio11 of this Committee that the sum of 
One If undred Pounds be granted to Her ~1ajesty, Her I-leirs or Success• 
ors, for tl1e 'Vesleyau Training School in St. J ol1n's. 

Resolved,-'"fhat it is the 01)iuion of this Con1mittee that the sum of 
Thirty Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs . or Successors, as 
compensation to Jolin Churchill, schoolmaster at Burin, for arr~ars of 
salary clue to him. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that tl1e sum of 
Fifty Pounds be granted t0 fle~ l\1 ajesty, Herl· Heirs or Successo1~s~ to
wards the drainage and se\verage of the grounds abouv the Colonial Blilild-
• 1ng. 

Ordered,-That the said Resolt1tions be adopted. 

' 

Mr. SHEA ga,re notice that on to-morrow he \vould move for. lea're to 
bring in a Bill of Appropriation in accorclance \vith the foregoing Reso· 
lutions. 

.ll Message from Her.. ltfajesty's Council • 
. ' 

The iVIaster-in-Chancery to Her ~f ajesty's Council brougl1t down tne 
follo\;ving Message:---= 

Mr. SPEAkER,-

Adopted. 

Her ~Iajesty's Council acq\1a!rit the House of Assembly that they re- !f!essage fromR.M.Council 

cede from the Amendments made by t11em on the Bill entitled '' ·An Act 
to increase the present nt1mber of Representatives in the General .i\.ssen1-
bly of this island, and to regulate the Representation thereof.'' 

Council Cl1an1ber, ~ 
14th Nov., 1854. 5 

~ And then the Messenger withdre\v. 

ROBERT LAW, 

President. 

Grdered,-rhat the said Message do lie upen the Table. 

'l"ben the House adjourned till to-mo1·ro~v at l'lro of the clock. 

... 

.. 

Ou. Tabl•. 
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WEDNESD.t\.Y, l5TH NOVEMBER, 1854 .. 

. . 

Pursuant to otder of the day. the Bill for the Encouragement of Edu-
~ ' 

cation \Vas read a third time, as engrossed. 

On motion ofMr. HANRAHAN, seconded by Mr. MARCH, 

Resolved,-That the Bill pass, a•d be entitled" i\.n Act for the En
couragement of Education.'' 

Ordered,-That Mr. Hanrahan and Mr. March do take the Bill to Her 
Majesty's Council. 

On motion of Mr. HoGSETT; seconded by Mt. HANRAHAN. 

uenage toJI.M.council. Resolved,-Tbat a :Message be sent to Her Majesty's Council request-

:Retiring Allowance Bill 
read 2nd time, 

A.cldreaa to GoTemor, 

ing that they will furnish this House with the amount of their Contingen-
cies for the present Session~ · 

Ordered,-That Mr. Hogsett anti ~1r. iianraliari do take the Message 
to Her Majesty's Council. 

Pursuant to order of tl1e da)", the Bill to· provide for the ll.etirin·g Allow
ances of certain Officials of Government, was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. HoYLES, 

Resolved,-That the House do r1es0Jve itself into· a: Committee o't. the' 
Whole upon the said Bill presently. 

On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by l\Ir. W1NsER, 

.Resolved,-Tbat the .following Address be presented to His· Excellency 
the Governor-

To His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, ,Esqu·ire, 
Governor and Commande1·-in-Chief in and over the 
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.,. 
&c, ~c 

MA y lT PLEASE . y OUR EXCELLENCY,-. 
, I 

The House of Assembly respectfully inform Your Excellency that 
they cordially sanction the arrangement heretofore existing between the 
Executive and Aaron Hogsett, Esq.,· Clerk of the Peace for the Central 
District of this Island, pertnitting that gentleman to reside out of this 
coloJl-y. during the coptinuance of bis impaired condition of health, and 
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to dra\v from the public Treasury the sutn of £200 stg., out of the salary 
attached to that Office ; Mr. Lilly, the efficient acting Clerk of the Peace · 
for tl1e tin1e being, receiving the remainder of the said salary. This House 
wot1ld deeply regre.t the dist11rbance of tl1at arrangen1ent, and most ear
nestly hope that Your Excellency 'vill ofler no objection to it after this 
unequivocal expression of the \Vishes of the House on behalf of an old 
and faithful public servant, 'vhose long services to this colony peculiarly 
entitle hiin to the especial consideration of the government. 

Ordered,-Tbat the Address be eng·rossed, and presented to Elis Ex- Committee to present. 

cellency the Governor by ~Ir. Little and i\'lr. 'i\Tinser. 
' ·, 

On motion of Mr. SIIEA, seconded by l\f r. HoYLES, 

. 
Resolved,-TI1at the I-louse do resolve itself into a Con1mittee of the 

\Vhole upon the further consideratior1 ofSt1pply. 

And the House resolved itself into the said c·on1niittee accordingly. Supply6 

111 r. SPEAKE R 1 e ft the b hair·. 

Mr. HANRAHAN tool{ the Chair of tl1e Comn1ittee. 

}lr. SPEAKER res~1n1ed the Chait'. 

The Chairn1an reported fro1n tl1e Co~n1rnittee that tl1e~r l1ad considered Progress reported. 

the business to them referred,and had co1ne to certain Resolutions thereon 

which they 11ad directed him to report to the Hot1se; and he handeci the 
Resolutions in at the Clerl{'s ,.fable, 'vhere tl1e sarne \Vere read as· follo,vs: 

Resolved,-That it is tl1A opinion of this Cornmittee that the sum Of 
Twenty.five I ·-oilnds be granted to Iler Majesty, I-Ier Heirs or Successors, 
to defray the ex1Jenses of a Registry of the Electors in tl1~ Electoral Dis-

' trict of Burgeo and LaPoile-P1oviclPd al\vays that it shall riot .. be- neces

sary for the pnrpose of any l1~lections that- may be he~~ in the said J?istrict, 
or any other Electoral I>istricts in this colon)r, \vit11in one year from ihe 
passing of this Act to take or revise the Registry of tl1e Electors of any 
of the said Districts, and tl1e llegistry of the Votes thereof last tal{en shall 
be userl at any· election that may occur \Vithin the said peric1d,so far as the 

san1e can be made available, but nothing herein contained shall be con• · 
strued to disqualify any Electors otherwise qualified, 'vhose names shall 
not appear on the Registry of Voters,from exercising their Elective ~.,ran
chise. 

Resolved,-~,hat the balance remaining 011 hand _ of the sutn of Four 

Hundred Poun<ls granted to the l)irectors of the St. J ol1n's Hospital in 
the year : 853, be made applicable and expended for the general purposes 
of that institution. 
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!Resolved,-Whereas the st1m of Ten Thousand Pountls may be req uireu 
to be appropriated to the services aforesaid at a time when,in consequence 
of the application of previous appropriations, the whole of st1ch sum may 
not be in the hands of the Colonial 'freasurer, and unappropriated, and it 
is therefore expedient to provide against any inconvenience that might be 
occasioned to the public service by the happening of such contingency : 
That it shall be la,vful for tl1e "freasurer of this colony to raise by loan 
the whole or any part of the said Ten Thousand Pot1nds in the manner 
and by the means and po,vers mentioned and prescribed in and by an 
Act passed by tl1e General .Assembly of this island, in the seventeenth 
year of the reign of Her l\1ajesty the Quee·n. entitled'' An Act to t·aise by 
loan n sum of money for the general purposes of the colony 1'' and that 
such some of money so to be raised on loan as aforesaid, with interest 
thereon, shall be chargeable upon and repaid out of the p·ublic funds of 
this colony at a period of not less than fifteen, or more th·an twenty yearsi 
from the time of the borrowing thereof., 

Ordered,-That the said Resolutions be adopted. 

Mr. WINSER, from the Select Committee appo1ntecl to .. ~udit the~ Pub .. 
lie Accounts, presented the Re·port, 'vhich he hande·d in at the Clerk~'s, 

Table, where the same was read as follo\l·s :-

The Committee of Audit,in making a partial report to your I-Ionorable 
House, have again to complain of the Executive, as the returns~ ask:ed for 

in the year 1852, of monies expended on the res1Jo11sibility of tl1e Gott·er· 
nor and Council in the Outports1 have 11ot, even to this time,- Noven1bcr,, 

'1864, been accounted for, 

From Concepti-:?n ·Bay to the an1ount of £132 2 z 
,, Trinity Ba)' ,. 

• 20 9 7 

'' Foo-o ,, 144 12 lO 
0 ,, Bona vista " 102 3 3 

" Burin ,., 8 7 3 

"' }.,ortune Bay '' 62 13 I 

The Treasurer's accounts for the ,:ear ending the lOtl1 of Jat,luary 1854,. 
are perfectly satisfactor)r, the receipts for the year being £63,739 8 8 
And .the expenditure '' 68,.739 8 4 
Leav.ing a balance against the Colony of 4,999 19 8 
--r11e expenditure on account of the Poor is £8,500 0 .0 
Permanent Poor in the Outports 405 13· 4 

'1,his statement unde.r Roads and Bridges :. 
For St. John's ·District 

. -,, Conception Bay, ditto 
£1716 12 9 

1918 0 11 
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For Trinity Bay District 
'' Bonavista Bay '' 
'' Fogo '' 
'' Fortune Bav '' 
'' Burin District '' 
'' Ferryland '' 
'' Holyrood to Salmonier 
'' Placentia to Roclr.y River· 
'' Salmonier to Placentia 
'' '' '' Rocky River 
'' '' "' St. Mary's 
'' Placentia '' Distress 

Ship Harbour Road 
St. John's Streets 

For employn1e11t of ·Poor 011 Roads 
From Rebuilding Act fund for ditto 

'f he 'I,reasurer's statement on the Postal A ct Receipts 
Expenditure 

His state·ment on the Cro\vn I~and Act,, Receipts 
Expenditure 

Receipts of Light dt1es 
, Expenditure 

£637 9 2 
482 5 2 

61 12 0 
179 17 8 
153 3 4 
335 1 7 
189 6 8 
613 2 10 

30 17 5 
79 6 3 

159 6 6 
76 13 10 

381 7 0 
1 79 13 9 
1221 17 0 

600 0 0 
309 8 2 

1964 8 8 
721 I 7 

1256 4 10 
. 2437 l () 3 

2615 12 0 

From the want of returns on accot1nt of the Poot expenl1iture in tl1e 
different parts, \vhich \Vas abo11t to be n1oved for, the Committee beg to 
say that they are not prepared to make a full report at present. 

The acc·ounts received from the lientral Road Board are very unsatis
factory, as the sum of £ 1459 12 9 paid to ~f atthe\v W albauk at st1ndry 
f i111es for the i)urpose of employing ancl paying tl1e labouring Poor, has 
been accounted for only to amount of £774 16, and even tl1at in1perfectly. 

The sum paid as Contingencies to the Road staff for St. John's, for 
the year of 1853 is £536 5 .5 
And in the year of 1852 693 10 0 

Considerably above what the Acts of I 4th and 16th "'\7ictoria would 
warra11t. ~ 

There is a considerable differe11te in the ~tateinents of the expenditure 
on Roads and J~ridges as shew11 in the following Comparative Stater11ent : 

Expenditure Expenditure Ex pencliture 
Names of Districts by the by tl1e 

' 
by the 

rI'reas11 rer. 5upervisor. A11dit, P. W. 
' . ' -

- - - - ·-
St. Johns £~l8tl3 4 2 3114 16 8 4ljf);_~ 4 9 
Co11ception Bay 1918 0 11 1792 I 9. 3 1893 4 11 
Trinity Bay 637 9 2 612 7 8 686 17 2 
Bona vista 482 5 2 395 19 8 506 6 6 
Ferry land 335 I 7 177 18 10 339 12 11 
Placentia & St. Mary's. 689 16 8 616 17 0 921 12 11 
Fortt1ne Bay 179 17 8 140 11 8 

' 
383 12 10 

Burin 153 3 4 87 9 2 - 78 2 I 
' 

Fogo 6 L 12 0 96 5 4 49 3 10 
• 

£9340 10 8 7035 5 3 951 IJ --t1 9 
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Mr. Douglas's statement for St. John's is, ct1rrency £3145 0 0 
The whole amount of the Road warrants 1853, 9520 9 8 

The follo,ving are Grants and Expenditures-

Under the head of Coroners, Grant £20r. Expenditure £27() 12 10 

'' Circuit Cot1rt ,, 400. '' 412 16 7 
'' Fuel and Light 450. ,, 553 16 6 

'' Interest paid on Public debt 
'' Lunatic Paupers Grant 1200. 

'' New York Exhibition '' 300. 
'' Printing & Stationery '' 500. 
'' Potatoes seed & Grain '' 600. 
'' Unforeseen Continge11cies 500. 

6094 5 0 
Expended 1417 11 4 

,, 300 0 0 
,, 
,, 

'' 

552 7 0 
600 0 0 
i67 i5 2 

Annexed hereto is a summary statement of the Poor accounts for the 
year 1853. 

All of which is respectfully submitted for the consider·ation of your 
Honourable House. 

PE'l'ER 'VINSER, Clictir?nan. 

RO BER'l, J. P .t\ RSONS. 

A. SHEA.· 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF POOR ACCOUNTS FOR 1853,: 

Returns. 

No. 1-0utports 
'' 2-Permanent Poor St. John's 
'' 3-Hospital account signed by 'l,homas Glen 
'' 4-Shed expenses, details not signed 

Issues of Meal as per \Veekly accounts 
'' Oatmeal '' 

• 

£5114 2 
1769 15 
602 0 
408 15 
724 4 
252 7 

1 
' 2 

0 
3 
8 
0 

'' Molasses 
,., 

175 1 10' 

'' Sugar 

" 1.,ea 

'' Bread 

'' Ilice ,, 
Beef 

'' Wine 
,, 5-Casual Poor 
'' 6-Poor at Lodgings 
,. 7--Funeral Expenses 

'' 
--,, 

'' 
',. 
',, 
,,. 

54 16 1 !. 
2 

178 11 2 
S7 5 4 

2 16 6 
170 19 6 

38 2 7 
427 12 0 
145 11 2 
63 15 4 
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Returns. 
No. 8-Carting, Freights, &c. £18 13 11 
'' 9-Amount paid for Passages 114 13 7 
'' 10- '' ., Clothing 182 8 8 

... ,, 
'' Fuel 16 3 2 

700 barrels Meal for Po-or-Conception Bay 874 11 10 
'' 11-Miscellaneous Expenses 308 5 IO! 

Doctor Shea's salary, sterling, £200 0 o- 230 15 8 
R. R. vV. Lilly '' 

,, 70 0 0 80 15 4 
T. Mitcliell '' " 75 0 0 86 10 9 
Serge·ant Crawl~~y '' ,, 33 0 0 38 1 6 
John Freeman " 

,., 34 13 4 49 0 0 
George Garrett '' 

,, 26 0 6 30 0 0 

·------
Currency· £ 12,236 16 0 

Signed R. R. W. Lilly, Secretary to Co-n1n1issioners for relief of the Poor. 

Ordered,-That the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

Mr. WARREN presented tl1e following Petitions, 'vhich: _\vere se~erally 

received and read :-

From Wm. Bro\vn and otl1ers, of l{ing's Cove, p:·aying that Light 
Houses rnay be placed 011 the Offer Wadham Island,and on Green Island, 
at the entra11ce of Catalina Harbor: 

From Michael Farrel and others, of Bonavista, praying that a Ligl1t 
House may be placed on Green Island, at the entrance of Catalina : 

From John ~Iisson and others, of Greenspond, of a similar tenor as tl1e 
foregoiug: 

(Jrdered,-That the said Petitions do lie t1pon the Table. 

f1'hen the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock. 
. . 

·rHY nsn "'"\ Y, I 6TH N ovEMBER, 1854. 
,; 

•.t..' 

Mr. SHEA, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to de· 
fray the,Civil Expenditt1re for the year ending 31st Deoe1nber, 1854, 
'tOd the same was read a first ti tr 0 

. 
r o:.. ..... , ' ~\}. -- ,. 

• • .. ._. ; .. ..(I W - ..:::)~,~ ...... • ,.,. .., , ..i.I '-

On Table. 

Petitions for Light Houses 
on Wadhams and Green Is• 
land. 

On Table, 

,, : 

' Sup ply Bill -read 1s.~ tiru-.- -



Read 2nd time; 

Committed. 

Reported with Amend
ment~. 

Engrossed and read 3rd 
time. 

Committee on Retiring 
Allowances Bill. 

Reported with Amend· . 
ments. 

Amendments agreed to .. 

I ead 3rd time. 

Passed and titled. .. 
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Ordered,-1.,hat the Bill be 11ow read a second time. 

And the Bill \Vas read a second tirne accordingly. 

Ordered,-That the Bill be now committed to tl1e Whole House. 

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly. 

~Ir. · SPEAKER le1t tl1e Chair. 

l\1r. HANRAHAN took tl1e Chair of the Comtnittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resnn1ed the Chair~ 

The Chair111a11 reported from the Con1mittee that they had consic{ere·d 
the Bill to them referred ; and had passed the same 'vith some Amend
ments which they had directed him to report to th e House, and he 

. . 
handed the Bill and Amendments in at the Clerk's Table . 

. 

And the said Amenc1111ehts having been read throughot1t a first and 
second time, were, upon the qt1estion put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-That the Bill be engrossed, and read~ thircl ti1ne to-rnorro\:V 

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved into a Con1n1i ttee of 
the vVhole; t1pon the Bill to provicle for the Il etiring ~'"1 Ilo,vances of cer
tain Officials of Her l\lajesty's Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

~Ir. HANRAHAN took the Chair of the Cotnmittee. 

~Ir. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

·"i'he Chairn1an reported that they 11ad consiJered tl1e Bill to tl1em re -
ferred apd had passed the same with some Atnenciments which they had 

clirected him to report to the IIouse, and he l1anded the Bill and Amend
ments in at the Clerk's '!'able. 

And the said An1endn1ents having been read throughout a first and 
second time, \Vere, t1pon the question put thereon, agreed to by the 
House. 

Ordered,-That the Bill be engrossed and read a thil'd time this day. 

And the Bill was read a third time accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by Mr. SHEA, 

Resolved,-That the Bill pass, and be entitlecl " An "'"t\.ct to provide for 
the Retiring Allowances of certain Public Officers of the Government of 
this colony." 

• 
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~ - Ordered,-That l\tlr. LITTLE a11d Mr. SHEA do take the Bill to Her 1\tla· Sent to H.M.Council. 
. 

jesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Mr~ LITTLE by command of His Exceilency the Governor presented to Despatch from the Secr~ta-
' ' ry ofState for the colonies. 

the Hot1se a copy of a Despatch from the Right Hon. the Secretary of _ 

State for the colonies, in reply to His Excellency's Despatch on the sub-
ject of a suspending clause being required to be added to tl1e Representa-
tion Bill:-

(COPY.) 
(No. 13.) 

DO\VNING STREET, 

24th October, 1854. 

S1R,-l l1ave received your Despatch ofthe 19th Sept, No, 120, enquir
ing whether, if the Council and Assembly of Ne·~yfou11dland agree upon the 
<letails, you may assent to a Bill for increasing the nl1mber of Representa· 
tives of the General Assen1bly \tvithout a clause suspending it for tl1e Royal 
assent. 

I regret that the interval bet\veen the arrival of your Despatch and the 
fi rst out\vard .Nlail did not allow of answering your Despatch as promptly 
as you 'vished that I should do. 

I have now to state, that provided the Bill, whicl1 you expect will be 
passed, a1Jpears to you in other re ~pects unobjectionab1e, you are at liber
tJ', unc.ler tl1e pecaliar circumstances of the case, to assent at onoe to it, al· 
t l1ough containing such a provisio11 that as to which your enquiry refers. 

GOVERNOR HA1\1ILTON, 

&c., &c,, &c. 

(Signed) 

I have, &c. 

Ordered,-That the said Despatch do lie upon _the Table. 

G. GREY. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock. 

t 
•• i ··~ 

FRID.AY, NoVEl\1BER 17TI-I, 1854. 

On Table. 

Pursuant to order of tl1e da)r, the Bill to provide for the Civil Expendi· Bill to provide for Civil . 

tt1re of the Island was read a second time, as engrosse~. Expenditure read 2nd time· 
. . _, 



Puaed and titled. 

Committee_ to preae-nt. 

Message from H.M.Council 

On Table, 

Message from H.M.Council 

... 
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On motion ofl\fr SHEA, seconded by lVIr. HANRAHAN, 

Risolved,~That the Bill pass, and be entitled" An Act for granting 
to Her Majesty a sum of n1oney to defray the Civil Expenditure of the 
Island for tl1e year ending 31st December, 1854.'' 

Ordered,-That Mr. Shea and 1\1r. Hanrahan do take the Bill to Her 
l\lajesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Jl Message froni Her Majesty's Council. 

T.he Master-in-Chancery to Her ~1ajesty's Council brought down tn:e 
follo\ving Message :---:. 

Mr. SPEAKER,__. 

Her Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have 
passed the Bill &ent t1p for the concurrence· of this House, entitled '' An 
Act to Incorporate the Union Bank of Newfo·undland" without amend
ment. 

Councii Chan1 bar, 
17th Nov., 1854. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Ordered,-That~the said Message do lie upon the 'fable. 

-'4. Message from .Her Majesty's Council . 
.. 

P1·esident~ 

Hhe Master-in-Chancery to Her l\1ajesty's Council brought down the
following Message : 

Mr. SPEA-KER,- . 

Mer·l\Iajesty's Council acquaint the I-:lot1se of Assembly that they have 
· pa-ssed a Bill entitled "An Act to Incorporate sundry persons· by the
name of the Newfoundland Provident Society," to which they request the 

concu-rrence of the House of Assembly. 

Cot1noil Chamber, ~ 
Nov. 17th, 1854. 5 

.And then the Messenger withdrew. 

ROBERT LAW, 

President .. 

'Ordered,-T~at the sai<l fyiessage doJlie upon the Table~ 
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The Bill entitled " ... ~11 Act to Incorporate st111dry persons by the 
nan1e of the Ne"vfounclland Proyident Society," 'vas read a first time. 

On n1otion of w1r. LITTLE, second eel by l\f r . . HOGSETT, 

Resol'vecl,---Tha.t the said Bill be read tl1is day six months. 

l\llr. I-IoosETT cav·e n0tice thnt on to·1norro\v he \Voultl move an Address 
v 

to the Ciovernor ·espectfully requesting that His Excellency 'vill be pleas-
, 

ed to lay before tl1e E1ouse the information asked for, in reference to the . 
conduct of the Hon. Judge DesBarres,in the ~t\.cldress to His Excellency, 
ef the 11th instant. 

. " I' • • ... 

1 .... .-·.J, .J _____________ .. 

..... . .... 

Si\:ftJRD.:1Y, 181,11 No~rE~IBER, 1854, 
•i-• ... -

On motion of ~:Ir. HoGSETT, seconded by !VIr. ';K/INSER, . -

l?esolved,--1~hat the follo,ving A.ddrcss be presented to I-Iis Excellency 
t·lie Governor-

To Iiis E~rce!lency l(ER BAILLIE HA1vrrLTON, ,Esqieire, 
Gove 1'1zor and Comniancler-i1i-Chief in and over the 
Isla1irl of J\leJJ ,+ounclland and its Depende1icies, &c. 

&c, <Ye 

NIAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,-

1'he llouse of .Li\.ssembly respectfully · request tl1at Your Excellency 
'vill be 1)lcase<l to lay before this IIonse the information askecl for by the 
1\..sse1111)ly in their r\dH.ress of the l l th instant to Your Excellency, ir1 re .. 
fercnce to the conduct of tl1e II on. i\!Ir. Justice DesBarres,on the So11thern· 
Circa its in t l1e ,·ears 1852 an cl 1853. 

ti 

Proviclent Society Incorpo
ration Bill read 1st time. 

Resoiution to be read 2nd 
titne in 6 months. 

~ ~ 

Notice of .A .. ddress to Gov.; 
ernor. 

Adclres s to Governor. 

Or~lererl,--That the Allclress be engrossed and presented to His Excel- Committee to pre1ent. 

lency the Governor by l\Ir. IIogsett and 1\1r.,Vinser. 

On n1otion of ~Ir. StIEA, seconded by l\1r. LITTLE, 

Resolvrd,-That the IIouse do no\v resolve itself into a Com111ittee of Committee on Free Trade. 

/ the Whole, llpo11 the consideration of the qnestio11 of Free '"frade bc
t\\·een this country and tl1e United States. 



:Resolutions reported~ 
""' 

Adopted, 
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Mr. SPEAKER lelt the Chair. 

l\1r~ WARREN took the Chair of the Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER 1·esumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considere·d 
the business to them refe.rred ; and had come to certain Resolutions· 
thereon which they had directed him to report to the Honse, and he 
handed tl1e Resolutions in at the Clerk's Table \Vhere the same was read 

as follows :-

Resolved,-That a Treaty has be·en conclude·d between Her Majesty's 
Government and that of the United States, for the establishment of Re
ciprocal Free '1.'rade between those States and the British North Ameri
can Provinces,and which,thougb not en1bracing the abolition of the Fish
ing Bounties,is yet ealculated to promote the· interests of the people of the 
colony, and ought to be accepted. 

Resoli,ed,-That the adoption of the Treaty on the· pa·1~t of this colony 
wiil make necess&ry a thorough revision of our fiscal arrangements ; and. 
the House being now in session for the special object of arranging th·e 
preliminaries to the introduction of Responsible Government, the limited, 

timP at our disposal renders us unable to perfect the details required for 
the adjustment of a ne\v Tariff. 

Resolved,-1,hat this being the only reason V\'hy the Treaty is not 
prompt1y adopted by the colony, we deem it right to make the explana
tion, lest the opinion and intentions of the country should be open to mis
conception &broad, 'vhere Ollr actual position and views are not under-
stood. 

Resolved,-1,hat we can entertain no doubt that the measures necessary 
to the acceptance of the 1'reaty will be amongst the first acts of the House 
it1 its usuul session in January next. 

Resolved,-That a copy of the said Resolutions be transmitted to His 
Excellency the Governor, \vith a request that he will be pleased to for
ward the same to the British Minister at Washington for his informa• 
ti on. 

Ordered,-That the said Resolutions be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. SaEA, seconded by Mr. L1TTI~E, 

Resolved,-That the following Address be presented to His Excellen
cy the Governor. 
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To His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esq., 
Governor and Commanaer-in- Chief in, and over 
the Island of Newfoitndland and its Dependen-

• 
cies, ~c. 

MAY IT PLEASE Youa ExcELLENCY, 

1,he House of Assembly beg leave to inform Your Excellency that they Addresa to Governor. 

have passed the accompanying Resolutions on the subject of Reciprocal 
Free Trade between this colony and the United States of America, \vhich 
they respectfully request Your Excellency will be pleased to transmit to 
the Secretary of State for the colonies, and to the British Minister at 
'V &shington for their information. 

Ordered,-That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel- Deputation to presentt 

lec.cy by Mr. SHEA and Mr. LITTLE. 

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at t\VO of the clock. 

MOND ... i\. Y, NOVEMBER 20:rB, 1854. 

A Messagefrom Her Ma;·esty's Council. 

The Master-in-Chancery to Her ~1ajesty's Council brot1ght down the 
following Message : 

Mr. SPEAI{ER,-

H er l\if ajesty's Council acquai11t the Ho11se of Assembly that they have Message fromH.M.Counci.\ 

passed the Bill sent up to them from the House of Assembly ei1ti tied 
'' An_Act for the encot1ragement of Education," without amendment. 

ROBERT LAW, 

Council Chamber, 
20th Nov., 1854. 

And then tl1e Messenger \Vithdrew. 

Ordered,-That the said Message do lie upon the Table. 

On motion of Mr. EMERSON, seconded by Mr. 1-IANltAHA.N, 

President. 

On Table. 
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Resolved,-That the following Address be presented to His Excellency 

the Governor :-

To Ilis Excellen~y KER BAILLIE HA~!ILTON, Esq., 
Governor a lid Conuna·vder·in-Chief in and over 
tile isl an cl oj Neivf oundland anll its D ipenclen. 
. ~ cies, JSC. 

1\I.AY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,- . 

The House of Assembly respcct.fn1ly request Your Excellency \vill be 
pleased to cause to be for\varded to I-Iugh .1A. Ernerson, Solicitor-General, 
the half of the annual salary granted to that officer. 

' 

Ordered,-That the Address be engrossed,and presented to His Excel.; 
lency the Governor by 1\Ir. Little and u1r. En1erson. 

On motion of Mr. L1TTI"'E, secondecl by l\.fr. El\rERSoN, 

ResoZ.ved,-That the follo,Ying Address be presented to IIis· Excelle·n-i 
cy the Governor:-

To His Excellency KEil !lAILLIE HAiIILTON, Esq.,~ 

Governor ancl Conzni [~n cltJr-in- Clziej. in a:id over 
the Island of Newfoun(llancl and £ts D epenclen.: 

cies, 8Jc. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLEN'CY7 

The I-louse of Assembly respectfully request thnt Your Excellency 
'\vill be pleased to furnish this I-louse \vitl1 a copy of Your Excellency's 
Despatch of the J9th. September last, l~o- 120, to the Right I:1 on. the 

Secretary of State for the colonies, req 11esting per1nission to consent to" 
the !{eprcsentation J3ill \Vitbout a suspending clause. 

Ordered,-'fhat the Adc:ress be engrofsed,. and presef.1'jted to l-Iis Excel
lercy Ly l\1r. SHE.A. ancl ~'.Ir. LITTLE. 

' . -

~Ir. LlTTLE gave notice that an an early day he \Vill rnove the Hous=e 
into a Comn1ittee of the \l\7hole upon the state of tho colony, to tal{e in to 

consideration certain n1atters relative to the forthcoming G(~neral I~l ec .. 
tion for this Island, -and to the Government of this colony; the Il ouse 

having disposecl of the business for '\Vhich this session has been COUVen eJ
accor<ling to His Excellency's opening speech, for the p urpo.3e of settli-ng
the prelin1inary condit\ons to the introductio11 of the systen1 of llesponsi 
ble C-iovernment and of ren1eclying the inconvenience arising fron1 the 

circnn1stunce of tl1e last sessio11 having closed 'vithout the t1saal Bill- of 

Supply· ., I 
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J1 Message fro11i Ht.1' Mtijesty's Council. 

The Master-in-Chancery to Her l\1 ajesty's Council brougl1t down the 
follo,,1ing ~Iessage :-

Her 1\Iajesty's Cot1ncil acquaint tl1e House of Assembly that the 
amount of Contingencies of the Coltncil, during the past and present ses
sions of the Legislature, is as follo\vs :___.. 

Contingencies of tl1e Clerl{'s Office, including an1ount for 

pri11ling and binding J our11als • • • • • • 

Ditto Usher of Blacl<: Rod • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Clerk of the J_.egislative Council for last session 

Clerlt of the I.,egislative Council for present ses5ion 

Usher of Blaclt Rod, for last s~ssion 

1Jsl1er of Blaclf Rod, for present session 

11aster-in-Cha11cery, for last session 

1\faster.;.in-Cl1ancery, for present session 

Doorkeeper, for last session •••••• 

Doorkeeper, for present session 

Assistant-Doorlr~eper, for last session 

Assistant-Door1,eeper; for present session 

Re1)orter, for last session •••••• 

Reporter, for present session e t II e I f 

f ••••• 

• • • • • • 

•••••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

•••••• 

Publisher of Reports and P rocee:lings·, for last ses-
• 

SIOll •••••• • ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Additional Allo\vance • • ti • • • . ... '. 
Publisher for present session • • • • • • . ' . . . . 
Expenses of Delegatio11s from H. lVI. Council 

...... £511 4 11 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

•••••• 

• ••••• 

• • • • • • 

• ••••• 

• ••••• 

• • • • • • 

. ' •••••• 

• ••••• 

. ' . ' . . . 

• • • • • • 

• ••••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 

78 2 2 

150 0 0 

150 0 0 

100 0 

100 0 

0 

0 

125 0 0 

125 0 0 

45 0 0 

45 0 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

50 0 0 

50 0 0 

50 0 0 

30 0 0 

50 0 0 

350 0 0 

£2049 . 7 I 

Council Chan1ber, 
20th Nov., 1854. ROBERT LAW, President. 
At1d then the Messenger \Vithdre\v. 

~Iessage from H.M:Councit 
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Ordered,-That the said Message do lie upo·n the Table. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morro,v·at T\VO of the clock. 

' 

TUESD.AY, NovEl\IBER 2 lsT, 1854. 

~Ir. HoGSETT, from the Select Committee arJpointe<l to inqnire into the\ 
Co11tingencies of the past and present sessions of the Legislature, rjresen t
ecl the Report, \vhicl1 he handed in at the Clerl('s Table, \Vhere the s&me' 
\Vas read as follows :-

' 

lieportofSelectCommittee The Select Committee appointed by Your llonornble I-louse to inquire 
on Contingencies. into the Contingencies of the past and pres:~rrt sess!o'ns of the Legislature, 

beg leave to report that they have atte11ded to tl1e dia~y to tl1em refe ~ red, 

and recommend that there be paid :-

Past Session: 

1,o the Speaker of the .t\ssembly for his services, £20 
To· the Clerk, for his services, and for indexing ancl super:: 

intending the printing of the Journals 200 
Ditto for transmitting copies of the Journals to the Co-

lonial office 25 
To the Clerl{ Assistant 100 
Solicitor 15') 
Sergeant-at-Ar1ns 100 
Doorkeeper 45 
Messenger 40 
Under Doorlr.eeper 35 
The widO\V of the late Peter Sexton, la:te Outer n ·oor· 

keeper, for his services 15 
The Assistant Doorl{eeper, l\1essengor and Attendant 15 
The Assistant Messenger and Fireman 15 
The Under Messenger lo 
The Librarian of tl1e I .. egislatnre 50 
Reporting and Publishing the Debates a1-;.d Proceedings:-
To James- Seaton, Reporting £ l 00 
Publishing 75 

--175 
To Thomas 'l~albot, Repotting. 125 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
o o· 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
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To 14 Members of tl1e _A.ssembly, (the Speaker not in
clt1ded,) the st1m of £798, being £42 each, for 4 me1n
bers resident in St. Joh11's, and £63 each, for the 
ot1tport members not resident in St. John's, for their 

109 

attendance during the session. £793 0 0 
To the Proprietor of the Patriot press, for Printing Bills 

and Miscellaneous papers dt1ring the session 268 14 7 
To the Proprietor of the Newfoundlarlde 1r N e\vspaper, 

balance for prir1ting Journals and Appendix of the 
liouse of A.sserr1bl)p, for the session of 1853 336 1 8 

For printing Journals of this session 372 2 6 
vro the Clerlt of the Hot1se of Assembly~, to defray the 

Continge11t expe11ses of his office, pursuant to the 
Report of the Select Co1nmittee of the Assembly on 
Contingencies. 288 15 6 

1.,o tl1e Sergeant-at-Arms, to defray tl1e contingent 

expenses of l1is office 68 18 6 
' 

"f o the Cl1airrrian of the Conimittee of Audit, for his ser-
vices during the sesSiO'Il 

To the Chairman of the Committee of St1pply 
To John Bemister, Esq., for auditi11g the Collector's 

accounts in 1853 . . 
1,o tl1e Clerk of the Ho11se of Assembl)r, to defray~ the 

expenses of Delegates to the Imperial Go"·er11ment in 
i853 

To T. IvfcConnan, Stationery 
J. J. Graham, Stationery 
St. J ol1n's a11d Carbo,near Telegraph Cotnpany 
He11ry 'Vi11tor1, binding Jot1rnals 1853 
N. Gill, Coals 
W. "f. J->arsons 

' 

W. Freeman 
Prese1it Sessio11: 

,.l~o thP Speaker of the Assembly, for his services 
The Clerk, for hls services, and for indexing anc.i su-

perinte11ding the printing of the Journals 
Ditto for transmitting copies of the Jpt1rnals to the Colo-

nial Office 
The Clerl{ Assistant 
'l,he Solicitor 

.. fhe Sergeant-at~Arms 
The Doorkeeper 
'l'he Messenger 
1'he Under Doorkeeper 
1"he ... l\.ssistant Doorkeeper, Messenger a11d Attendant 

50 0 0 
50 o· o 

20 0 0 

300 0 0 
69 14 io 
37 6 11 
31 16 0 
36 10 6 
80 2 11 
30 6 8 
39 2 7 

£200 0 0 

200 0 0 

25 0 0 
100 0 0 
150 0 0 
100 0 0 
45 0 0 
40 0 0 
35 0 0 
15 0 0 
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The Under Messenger 

The Assistant Messenger a11d Fireman 

Reporting and publishing debates and procecdings

To James Seaton, reporting a11d pt1blisl1ing cle .. 

bates for the first \Yeel' 

Thon1as Talbot, reporting for the session 

E. D. Shea, publishing debates 

J. vV oods, publishing ditto 

To 14 meJ!lbers of the House of Aseembly [the Speal{er 
not included J tl1e st1m of £798, being £ Ll2 each, 
for 4 members resident i11 St. Joh n's, a11cl £63 eac11 
for the outport me1nbers not resident in St. Jol1n's 
for their attendance during tl1e session 

To the i1roprietor of the l)atriot press, for printing 

Bills ai1d Miscellaneot1s papers cluring~ tl1e sessio11 

'l,o the proprietor of the l'Ve,wfoztndlandei· ne\vspaper, for 
printing the J our11als of this session 

To tl1e Clerlr of tl1e I1ouse of Assembly, to defray the 

contingent expense~ of his office, pursua11t to the 

Report of the Select Committee of tl1e 1~sse1nbly on. 

Contingencies 

To the Sergeant-at-.,.~rms, to defray tl1e contingent ex
penses of his office 

To the Chairman of Audit, for l1is services during the 
• session 

To the Chairn1an of the Committee of S11pply 

To R. Holden, jr., for copying docun1ents conn:ecte<l 'vitl1 

Delegations to the In1perial Government and U11ited 

States 

To J. R. l\1ullings, for Custom Hot1se Return• 

To J. Hay,vard, ditto 

To N. Gill, coals 

To the Clerk of the House of Assembly to defray the 

expenses of Delegations to the Imperial Govern-

£10 0 0 

15 0 0 

25 0 0 

100 0 0 

25 0 0 

25 . 0 0 

798 0 0 

235 15 1 

157 5 g 

41 7 10· 

50 0 0 

50 0 0 

50 0 0 

15 0 0 

15 0 0 

62 17 10 

ment and Canada 375 o o 
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This amount to defray the Contingencies of Her Majesty's Council; 
per l\!Iessage 20th November, £2049 -7s. ld : 

Contingencies of the Clerk's Office, including amount for 

printing and binding Journals •••••• 

Ditto Usher of Black Rod •••••• ' • ••••• 

Clerk of the Legislative Council for last session 

Clerk of the I,egislative Council for present session 

Usher of Black Rod, for last session 

Usher of Black Rod, for present session 

Master-in-Chancery, for last session 

Master-in-Chancer}y, for present session 

Doorlreeper, for last session ••••Id 

Doorkeeper, for present session 

Assistant-Doorl{eeper, for last session 

Assistant-Doorkeeper, for present session 

Reporter, for last session •••••• 

Reporter, for present session • • • • • • 

, ...... 
•••••• 

••et'•' 

•••••• 

. . . •••••• 

• • • • • • 

' e • e • t • 

• • • • • • 

1 •••••• 

Publisher of Reports and Proceedings, for last ses -

• 
SlOll •••••• • • • • • • •••••• 

Additional Allowance • • • • • • 

Publisher for present session • • • • • • 

Expenses of Delegations from H. M. Council 

Ordered,-That the sajd Report be adopted. 

• • • • • • 

....... 
• • • • • • 

Ordered,-1."'hat a Select Committee be appointed 
cordance \Vitl1 the foregoing Report. 

...... £511 4 11 

• ••••• 78 2 2 

•••••• 150 0 0 

•••••• 150 0 0 

• ••••• 100 0 0 

• ••••• 100 0 0 

•••••• 125 0 0 

• ••••• 125 0 0 

• ••••• 45 0 0 

•••••• 45 0 0 

•••••• 20 0 0 

•••••• 20 0 a 
' 50 0 0 .. ' .... 

It.' ••• 50 0 0 

•••••• 50 0 0 

• ••••• ao 0 0 

•••••• 50 0 0 

•••••• 350 0 0 

to draft Bills in ac-

Ordered,-That Mr. Hogsett and Mr. Hanrahan do form such Com-
• 

mittee.., 

J\Ir. HoGSETT, from the Select Cotnmittee appointed to bring in Bills 
in accordance with the Report of the Select Co1nn1ittf?e on Contingencies, 
presented a Bill to defray the Contingent Expenses of_ the Legislature for 

.. 
• .. .!J 

.A.dopted .. , 

Contingency Bills read lat 
and 2nd time. 

.. 1 
\ 

' 



Comlllitted: 

lteported without amend-. 
-out. 

lent to H.M.Council\ 

:Reply of His ·Excellency t• 
Ad d1 ess in reference to Free 
Trade resolation~. 
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the"' past s~ssion; and a Bill to defray: the Contingent Expenses of the 
present session, which were severally :riead a first and second time. 

Ordered,-That the Bill be now committed to the whole House. 

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly. 

Mr.. S:BEAKER left the Chair. 

M~: HANRAHAN took the Chair of tl1e Oo1nmittee. 

Mr: SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

·The Chaitn1an reported fron1 the Committee tliat they baa passed the 
Bills to them referred "'ithout Amendment, a11d he handetl tl1e Bills in 
at>tbe Clerlt:'s '!'able. 

Ordered,.:.:.:.That the Bills be engrossed, and severaliy read a third time 
this day. 

And the said Bills were severally i·ead a third tim·e accordingly. 

01·dered,-That the said several Bills do pass, and that the first be en&{ 
titled" An Act to provid e for tl1e ("'ontingent Expenses of the pa~ t ses· 
sion o the Legislature ;" and the second be enti t le'd ';An Act to p,·oviae· 
for the Contingent Expenses of the present session of t11e I .. egislature." 

Ordered,-That Mr. IIogsett and l\1r. I-Iay,varcl do ta1(e the· Bills t03 
Her Majesty\s Council and desire tl1eir concurrence. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morro\V at t\YO of the clock~ 

' 
.... - ..... .) 

WEDNESDAY, NovEl\IEER 22Nn, 1854. 

Mr. SHEA,from the Se1ect Committee appointed to· l)resent the i\ddress· 
to His Excellency the Go' ernor reqnPsting that His Excelle ncy \vould

be pleased to forward the Resolutions adopted by the I-louse on the sub-
ject of l1"'ree Trade with the United States to t he S:~crtj t ,iry of S .a e for 
tho colonies, and the Ba iti~ h Mini~~Pr ut \' ' ash jngton, r .. ported that llis 
Excellency had bee11 pleased to say lie \vould co1nply 'vith .. the request of 
the House.-
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I . . 

Mr. HoGSETT, from the Select Committee appoin'ted to present th~ Ad. 
dress praying that His Excellency woulc.l be pleased to inform the House 
what action has oeen taken on th'.e Address of last session in reference to 
the conduct of Judge DesBarres on tlie circuits of 1852 and ~'53; i·eport· 
ed that His' Exc·ellency had handed him the follo,ving reply:-

.. 
I have considered the Report of the Coulmittee of the House pf As-

sembly t1pon the cha1·ges preferred against Mr. J11stice DesBarres, 
' a11d the evidence take1i before tl1at Committee in su·pp1ort of such 

charges. 

It does not appear· fron1 the Report that Judge DesBarres was present 
at, or· was summoned, or invited to attend the inv: stigation before the 
Assembly. The IJroceedings, thel'efore, were carried on in his absence, 
and must be deemecl ex parte as regards him; bt1t preliminary Wi~h· r efer
ence to their sufficiency as to the indt1cement to a more formal investiga.; 
tion. 

The pitblic administrat1011 of justice appears to l1ave bee11 frustrated in 
the Southern District, althougl1 provision 'vas made by the Legislature to 
enable the Court to discharge its functions, a pri n1 a facie case has been 
made out againt the Judge; b11t, on the other hand, having regard ·to the· 
known hazards and difficulties of a voyage ·along tl1is coast at that season 
of the year, and to the grot1nd upon \Vhich the question is placed by the 
evidence of the pilot to whom the care of the vessel '\Vas confided, it is im• 
possible to avoid tr1e conclusion that the effect c»f the evidence is, to a great 
extent, neutralized. 'faking into consideration these circumstances, a 11d 

the age, and i1ot ill-fot111ded apprehen'sions of danger e·ntertained by Judge 
DesBarres, I did not think it expedient to institute proceedings against the 
Judge. 

Mr, L1TTI,E, from the deputation to present the Address requesting tha:t 
His Excellency \\'·ill be pleased to consent to the co11tinuance of the nr
rangen1ent under which Aaron Hog·sett, Esq.,CJerk of the Peace, receives 
his ·salary, reported that His Excellency had handed him tl1e follo\ving 
Reply:-

The instructions I have received on this subjed are con:t~illed ill the· 
accompanying Despatch from the Secretary of State; al~o in the copy of 
a letter frotn the Under Secretary of State to Nlessrs, Little and Emerson, 
wl1ich has been tra·nsmitted for my guidance, and in which I-Ier Majesty;s 
Government have signified their consent to a retiring pension being pro· 
vided for ~Ir. Hogsett. 

I ,,·illingly concur i11 this proposition, and recommend that a i·etiring 
pension, oommerisura.te· with the length of the period of Mr. Hogsett's 
service·s, but 11ot exceeding one half of 11is present salary, sl1011ld be grant· 
ed· to him by an act for that pt1rpose. 

(For Documents referred tO, see .Appendix.) 

Reply of His Excell~cy to 
Address in reference to Mr. 
J usti\!e Des Barres. 

Reply of H is Exc~lleney to· 
the Aclc.lre~s in rr ferenct: to; 
Aaron Hogs~tt,Esq. 



On Table. 

Reply of the Go,ernor to 
the Address requesting 
copy of Despatch to the 
Secretary of State on the 
; ubject of the Represent
f~tion :BUL 
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Ordered,-That the said Documents do lie upon the Table. 

Mr. LITTLE, from the deputation to present the Address requesting 
His Excellency to cause to be laid before the House a copy of His 
Despatch to the Secretary of State for the colonies, in reference to a sus
pending clause being requi1·ed to be added to the Representation Bill, 
reported that His Excellency had handed him the Despatch asked for. 

The said Despatch was read by the Clerk as follows:-

Government House, 
St. John's, Newfoundland, 

19th September, 1854. 

SrR,-intendl.ng to st1mn1on an early s~ssion of the Legislature for the 
purpose,and pursuant to the instructions contained in your Despatch, No. 

8 of the 14th August, I have to request the furtl1er· directions of Her 
Majesty's Governn1ent as to my assenting to a Bill for increasing the num
ber of Representatl.ves, "\vitl1out a clause suspending it for the Royal As
sent. 

2. Should the Council anci Assembly, as i trust they may, agree l1pon 
the details of such a measure within the first fortnight of the session, and 

it be necessary to transmit the Bill to Englancl f0r Iler ~1ajesty's approval,. 
and then returned to me, it will then, I fear, be too late to hold the Elec
tions this year, or indeed before the month of ~lay; and, in such case, t11e 
principal object for \vhich the session \vill have bce11 held,, at considerbble 
public expense and inconvenience, will be defeated. 

3. Although it is not probable t11at any Bill that n1ay now be passed 
"'ill substantially vary from the Bill of last session,\vhich haq already been: 
under the consirleration of Iler \1ajesty's Governn1ent,yet I should hardly 
{eel myself justified in assenting to it \Vi thout a suspending clause; and 
under these circumstances, I think it advisable that I shoald he in~tructed 
to assent to the Bill, when passed, should there be nothing of an extraordi-
11ary nature in it, in order t o obviate the i nconvenience that 'vill result 
from the delay in obtaining the Royal Assent, should circums~ances permit 

the holding of the Elections this autt(mn-of \vhicl-.L I cannot, as yet, for'm 
a definite judgment. 

4. A reply to tl1is comml1nication, if dispatched by the first mail after 
its receipt, 'vill reach me by the 31st of October~ 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
. 

Your most obedient hun1ble servant, 

(Signed) KE.R B. I-IAl\IILTON., 
' 

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart., &c.,&c. 
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Ordered,-That the said Despatch d-o lie upon the 'fable. 

Mr. \VrNSER, fron1 the deputation to pre~ent tl1e Addresss requesting 
that His Excellency \ivould be pleased to cause certain Returns connected 
lvith the expenditt1re for the Poor, and for the road service, to be laid be· 
fore the House, reported that His Excellency had been pleased to say he 
\rould comply with the request of the House . 

.A Message from Her Majesty's Council . 

. 
The Master-in-Chancery to fler ~lnjesty's Council brougl1t clown the 

follo\ving ~fessage :__:_ 

Mr. SP:EAi{ER,-
- .. · .. 

Her Majesty's Council request pern1ission from the Hot1se of Assem-
bly to insert in the Retirement Biil a pension of £100 a year each for the 
Treasurer, and 8ollector of the Revenue~ or such other provision as the 
House of Assembly n1ay deeni more fitting. " 

. . 

Her l\fajesty's Council, in making this request, are influenced by the 

consideration that, pl1tting aside any question of right, a provision to this 
extent for these officers, in the event of their vacating their offices, will 

be generally regarded as a just and grateful appreciation of their ser-. 
• vices. 

' 

ROBER'f LAW, Pr•sidenl: 
I . 

Council Chan1ber, 
22nd Nov., 1854. 

And then the Messenger ,,~ithdre'\v. 

Orclered,-That the said ~Iessage do lie upon the Tabie. 

Mr. L1TTI~E n1oved, seconded bv ~fr. EMERSON, ., -

; . 

That the follo\ving ~lessage be sent to Her Majesty~s Council~·-

irr. PREsrnENT,-

On Table. 

Reply of His ExcelJency to 
the Address in refetence to 
returns i·eq uired. 

Message from H. M. Corin:·· 
cil. 

• 
On Tab1eJ 

The House of Assembly inform Her Majesty*s Council that having al- Message to H.M.Council. 

teady considered the matters referred to in the J\llessage of Her Majesty's 
Council, on the subject of providing retiring allov\rrinces for the Collector 
and Treasurer, they cannot tl1?refore· entertain any further proposition 
on that subject. 

And tl1e questio11 being put thereon, the If ouse divided, when there 
appeared, 

• 



Ke11age af!rmed. 

Message from H. M. Ceun· 
~il-

Supply Bill amended b7 
lI.1\1. Council. 

.Amendment i·ej\?cted~ 
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For tne :Jfotion, 7. 

Mr. Little 
" , Emerson . 
" Winser 

" Hanrahan ,, Bet1ning 

" ~ralbot 

" Hogsett, 

So it passed in-the negative, and 

Ordered accordingly. 

:.Against the Motion, 4. 

~fr. Hovles 
"' 

" March 
" Warren 
" 'Hay\vard. 

Orde1·ed,-That Mr. Little and l\fr. Emerson do taite the· Message t~ 
Her Majesty's~ Counc·il. 

A Message from Her Majesty's Council~ 

The Master-in-Chancer1· to Her }lajesty's Council broug11t down the 
follo,ving Message ~ 

I\f r., SPEAKER,-

IIer Majesty~s Co1111cil 11ave passed the Bill sent t1p to· them froiu the 
House of A.ssembly entitled ''An i\ct for granting to J-1 er iVinjesty a 
s11m of money for defraying tl1e expenses of the Civil Governn1ent of this 
colony for the year ~en<ling the 3 lst day of December, 1854,. and ft)r otl1cr· 
pt1rposes" with an amendm.ent, to \Vhich the request they conct1!·r'ence of. 

the Assemb1)"· 

Cot1ncil Chamber, ~ 
Nov. 22nd, 1854. 5 

And~then the ~1essenger withdre\V. 

!\OBERT LA ,V, 

Pre1ident .. 

The A.mendn1ent made by Her filajesty's Council upon the Bill sent 
up from the Asse1nbly entitled " A11 Act for granting to Iler ~:Iajesty a· 
st1tn of money for defraying t11e C~ivil Expenditure of this colony for th~e 

year ending the 3 lst day of December, 1851,'' was read a first t·ime and is· 

as follows :--

Expunge the proviso at the end' of the first sect ion of the Bill. 

' 

Mr. SPEAKER infortned the ljouse that the i\mendn1ent made l>y the· 
Council upon the above B-ill interfered with the privileges of this House,: 
an cl could uot be furtl1er en tertainecl. 

On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by l\fr. \¥1NsER~ 
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Resolved,-That the Hottse do no\V resoi ve itself into a Committee of 

tl1e ''Thole upon the £tate of the colony. 

And lhe Hot1se resolved itself into tl1e said Committee accordingly. 

,, Mr. SPE.\KER ieft the Chair. 
.. 

Mr. BENNING tool{ the (;hair of the Co1nmittee. 

~fr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported from the Con1mittee that they had considered 
tl1e business to then1 referred,and had passed an Address to His Excellen
cy the Governor,which,together \vith the division in committee on motion 
for its adoption,they had directed him to report to the House,and he hand .. 
ed the Address in at the Clerk's Table, \vhere the same 'vas read as fol.o 
lo\VS :-

To His Ex~cellency KER BA1Lt1E HAMILTON, .Esquire1 
Gover1ior and Conimander-iri-Chief in and over the 
Islarid of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c. 

&c, \Ye 

1'IaY IT PLEASE You& ExcELLENCY,-=-

t 

Committee on the state of 
the colony, -

! 

The House of Assembly respectfully intimate to Your "Excellency ~hat the Address on the subject (If• 

present special session of the I"egislatnre having been convened for tl1e pur· General Election. 

pose,stated in Yot1r Excellency's 011ening Speech "of settling the prelimi• 
nary conditions to the introduction of the systen1 of Responsible Gover11-
ment,and of re1nedying the inconveniences arising from the circumstance 
of the last session having closed \vitl1ot1t the usual Bill of $upply ;'' and the 
said :natters having been cli8posed of, so far as this House was concerned, 
it is the desire of this Hot1se, and of the people generally, that Your Exe: 
cellency \vill be pleasei1 to close the session at an early day, that the Ge· 
neral Elections -.for the Island may lJe !lcld "·ith as little delay as possible, 
\vi~h a vie\v of introducing the ne\V system of governn1ent, and thereby 
enable tl1e Legislature to adopt such measures as rn n.y be necessary to 
avail of the Reciprocity Treaty for the establishment of Free Trade 'vith 
the United States, and as tl1e int2rests of the country n1ay require. The· 

practicability of l1olding the General Elections before the close of the 
present session is quite evident, "'' hile the great injustice to tl1e electors 
and tl1e clear loss to the co11ntry \Vl1icl1 \VOtlld resuit from JYnstpon1ng then1 
t1ntil the sprin~g'I are n1a.tters to \\ hicli \Ve Vv,.on~d solicit Y ur Excellency's 
grave cc nsidera t ion. 'I'he Ilot1se \vould fnrt her ren1ark, tl1at the)' passed 
the Supply Bill only upon t11e 11nderstanding that effL)ct shnuld be given, 
'"'it ho u t u n y further de 1 a JP to tl1 e in ten tie:> us of the I n1 per ia I Govern m :_111 t i tl 
reference to the imn1edia.tc introduction of llespoasible (i0Viernn1ent, an 

• 

oLject \vl1 :ch Your Excellenoy eridently had in vie\v in requesting a11 .. 
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Engrossed and Committee 
to present~ 

thority from the Imperial Government to assent to the Representation 
Bill without a suspending clause. 

Division in Committee:-

For the Address, 8. 

lVIr. Speal{er 

" Little 
,. 1.,albot 

'' Hanrahan 
" Hogsett 
" Shea 
" Winser 
'' Ilay\vard. 

• 

Against tile Address, 3. 

1\1 r. I-I oy les 
" 1'1:arch 
" 'Varren, 

Ordered,-That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel
lency the Gove1nor by Mr. Little and Mr. Hogsett. 

ltegistration Suspension Mr. LITTLE, on leave granted, presented a Bili to suspend for one y~ar 
:Bill read lit and 2nd time~ 

certain parts of the Registration Act, which 'vas read a first a!1c1 second 

time. 

Orde1·ed,-That the House do now resolve itself into' a Con1mittee of the 
Whole upon the said Bill, and the House resolved itself into the said Coa1.: 

mittee accordingiy. 

Mr. SPEAKER lelt the Chair. 

Mr. HoGSETT took the Chair of the Comn:iitte~e·. 

~fr. SPEAI{ER resumed the Chair. 

lteported without amend·• ·The Chairn1ati rep·orted from the Conimittee that they had passed' (l1e1 

ment. 

Read 3rd time .. 

Passed and titled~ 

Bill to them referred \Vithout Amendment ; and he handed the Bill in: 
at the Clerl{'s 1'able. 

Ordered,-That the Bill be engrossed, and read a third ti1ne this day. 

And the Bill was read a third time accordingly. 

Ordered,-That the Bill pass and be entitled " An Act to suspencl fof 
one year certain parts of an ..t\.ct to a1nend an '"~ct passed in the I :3th year 
of the Reign of Her Majesty, entitled " i\ n .1\ct to amend nn Act passed' 
" 
in the 4th year of the l~eign of I-Iis late Majesty entitled ' l\.n Act to 
'provide for registe,:ing the nan1es of i)ersons entitled to vote at Elec
tions.',, 

Orde1·ed~-That !\fr. Little a1id Th1r. 1-fogsett do take the Bill to Her 
Majesty's Council nnd desire their concurrence .. 
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1\1r. HAY\VARD gave notice that on to-morrow he will move an address 
to the G vernor, requesting that he will cause to be expended a sum of 
money to encourage the Newfoundland Stean1 Packet Company in con~ 
tinuing the travel by steamboat bet,veen the differe11t ports in Conception 
Bay. 

Then the House adjourned tiil to-morrow at t\vo of the clock. 

THTJRSDJ..\. Y, 23RD NovEl\iBER, i854. 

' 
lVfr. HlY,VARD presented a petition from John 1\funn nrid others; Di-

rectors of the Ne,vfoundland Steam Pa.c]{et Company, setting forth the 
ad vantages that result frotn tli~ establishment of Steam communication in 
Conception Bay, and praying that the House \Yould grant a sum of money 
to encourage the undertaliing. 

Ordered,-That the said Petition do lie upon the Table. 

Mr. LITTLE, from the deputation appointed to present the address to 
His Excellency in reference to holding the Elections, reported that His 
Excellency bad handed l1im the followiug reply :.:.._ 

The proposition contained in this address· is one on whicl1 the n oyai 
Instructions require that I $1iould act 'vith the advice and the coilsent of 
Her l\lajesty's Council, and I feel assured that the C 011ncil will advise the 
Elections being held at the earliest practicable period. 

It is necessary I should observe that I was not a party to the under
standing upon \vhicl1 it is said the Supply Bill was passed, and I do not 
recog1,ise any legitimate connexion bet\veen the passing of that Bill and 
the question of the period of holding the Elections. 

Then the House adjourned till to-n1orro'v at two of the o'clc cl\: . 

• I , 
k 

FRID.~Y, 24TH NovEMBER; 1854. 

A Messagefrom Her Majesty's Councit. 

1'he Master-in-Chancery to Her l\1ajesty's Council brought down the 
follo\ving Message : .. 

Notice for Address to the 
lioveraor for grant to Con., 
ception B:iy, Steam Eacket 
Company. 

' 

I 1 • t t 

Petition from Directors of 
Steam Packet Company. 

, 
Reply of the Governor t~ 
.A.duress in reference 1 o Ge• 
nt-ral Elections~ 

, 



Retiring Allowances Bill 
passed H. ~I. Council. 

lteply of the Governor to 
Address in reference to· 
holding Elections, 

Notice for Committee on the 
state cf the colony. 
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Mr. SPEAI(ER,-

Her.l\!.~Jesty's Council acq1~aint the House of Assembly that they have 
passed the Bill sent tip from the Assembly entitled '' 1\n Act to provide 
for the Retiring Allo,vances to certain Public Officers of the Government 
of this colony''-without An1endn1ent. 

Council Chamber, l 
Nov. 23rd, 1854. 5 

ROBERT LAW, 

Pre 1iden t" 

And _then the ~f essenger withd1·e,v. 

Ordered,-That the said ~lessage do lie upon the Table. 

Mr. LITTLE presented to the House a letter from ~Jr. Secretary Cro\vdy 
addressed to Mr. Shea and himself, '\vhich he handed in at the Clerk's 
Table, \Vhere the san1e was read asfollows :--

SEcR ETAR y's OF:rl:cE, ~ 
24th November, 1854. ); 

GENTLEMEN, 

Refe1ring to tl1e Governor's reply to the Address of the House of As
sembly (No. 12) whicl1 you presented to him yesterday, I an1 no\v direct· 
ed by His Excellency; to transmit to you the enclosed n1emorandun1 for: 
the informatio11 of the House. 

I have the honor to b·e, 

Gentlemen, 

Yot1r m-ost obedient servant, 

J A~1ES CRO\VDY •. 

P. F. Little, and A. Shea·, Esq ires, ~f. If .• 4. 

I have brought under the consideration of Her Majesty's Council the· 
question of the period at which the Elections should be held, and have 

been advised by the Ct,! uncil that the hindrances to the EJections being 

held before the month of ·~lay are insuperable, and that the Elections 
should accordingly tal{e place in the ,first week of that month. 

l{. B. H· 

~fr. LITTLE gave notice that on to·morro\v ~ e will move this Hot1se 
into a Coinmittee of the \Vhole on t he state of the Colonv, to consi"ler .,, 

the conduct of the Ge' e.:nn1ent 'igaiust the libe1 ties of the people of this 
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colony in their determination to postpone the General EJeotiort~ until the 
n1onth of i\1Iay next, and address the Imperial Government for i : imme
diate removal of Ker Baillie Hamilton Esq. from the government of this 
Island, for his misgovernn1cnt of this colony and for his partisanship with 
his Council in their ltnited opposition to this Assembly and the best inte. 
rests of this Country. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock. 

s.~TURDAY, 25TH NoVEl\!:8ER, 1854. 't -. .. : 

.. 

On motion of Mr. LITTLE. 8econd~d by Mr. SHEA.· 

• 

Resolved,-'l'hat the House do now i·esolve itself into a Committee of Comm\tte on •tate of th• 
ccalony•. 

the 'Vho1e upon the ~tate of the colony. 

And the House resolved itself into tl1e said Committee accordingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 

Mr. BENNING took the Chair of the Co1nmittee·. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered 
the business to them referred, and had made some progress therein, and 
had instructed bim to ask leave to sit again on the further consideration 
thereof. 

Ordered,-That the Committee have leave to sit again on Monday 
next. -· 

I 
-' 

On moEoh of l\:fr. Shea, $econded by Mr. Hanrahan. 

Prvgress reported; 

Resolved,-Tbat a Select Committee be appointed to take evidence as Select Committee onElec.-

to the most fayorable period of the year for holding a General Election. tion. 



' 

Committee on state of the 
colony. .. 

Resolution• reporteclo.· 
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Ordeie~~ That Messrs, Shea, Hanrahan, Talbot and W ar1·e11, do form 
such ~C : mittee. ( 

t\r 
.Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock'4 

MONDAY, 27TH N OVEl\'.IBER, 1854. 

Pursuant to order of the day, tl1e House resoived· itself into a Commit.: 
tee of the Whole upon the further consideration of the state of th~ 
Colony. 

J.Ir. SPEAKER left the Chait~ 

Mr. BENNING took the Chair of the Con1rr1itt~e. 

l\Ir. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported from t11e Committee tl1nt the)' had conside·red 
the business to them referred, and 11ad co\ne to certai11 Resolutions thereon 
'vhich they had directed him to repol't to the House, and ·he handed the· 

Resolutions in at tl1e Clerk's tabie,~\vhere the same \Vere read as follo\vs :-

.Resolved,-That the present session of the Legislature w·as expressly 
summoned by instructions from Her Majesty's Government for the pur
pose of arranging the preliminaries to the introduction of Responsible 
Government, and passing a Bill of Supply. 

Resolved,-That the House opened on tl1e 10th of October, and the 
most important precedent to the change of governn1ent, viz., the Repre·.; 
sentation Bill was passed by the House and sent to Her Majesty's Council 

on the l 7tl1 day of the same month . 

.Resolved,-Tbat the same Bill was returned from the Cot1ncil on the 
2nd November so amended as to induce all parties in the House to ,con-· 

• • • • cur in its reJect1on. 

Resolved,-That Her Majesty;s Council did, on the 14th November, as
sent to the Bill in the shape in \vl1ich it was originally passed by the As· 

sem bly, this being in principle and in all its details, the same Bill to 'v hich 
that Body refused their ass·ent in June last ; thereby producing a collision 
with the popular .Branch which led to an appeal to I-Ier l\1ajesty's Govern· 
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ment, and to the Joss of tl1e S11pr)lies for the public service. 

Resolved,-11 h<lt His Excellency K. B. Hamil ton in a communicatio11 
• 

to the ll.t. ff 011. Sir G. Grey, under date 19th Septe1nber last, urged the 
necessity of prompt permission being give11 by H. '1. Gover11ment, to dis
pense \vith a reserving clause in tl1e Representation Bill, alleging that the 
want of such a11thority would rendt=lr it impossible to give in1mediate 
effect to tl1e meast1re, and that th11s the object of the extraordinary session 
\vould be defeated and the Elections be delayed until next spring. 

1 

Resolved,-rrhat no imitation of any other diffi.ct1lty \\1as made by His 
Excellency to the immediate holdi11g of the Elections t1nder the t1ew Bill; 

a11d the House accordi11gly proceeded to transact the other bt1siness em
bracec.J. in the objects for wl1ich they 'vere called together. 

Resolved,-Tbat after the passing of the Representation Bill by tl1e 
..jou11cil,and the receipt of the authority fro~ lier Majesty's Government, 
a!:>l{ed for in His Excellency's letter of 19th September, the House 11eces
sarily co11clude ], by reference to the terms of flis Excellency's letter, that 
he was i11 a position to give in1madiate effect to the A.ct in question. 

Resolved,-That on the 2211d day of N 0\1em ber, Members of the House 

became acciden tall)~ a\vare that the Government did not co11template the 

holding of the Electio11s this fall-a11 intention since formally communi.; 
cated it1 reply to an Address fro1n the House. 

Re6f)lved,-1'hat this decision of IIis Excellency vvilfully defeats the 
principal object for \vhich tl1e Session was held at considerable inconveni .. 
ence and expense, and is at variauce \\'ith 11is vieYvs contained in his let..; 
ter to Sir George Grey, and with all his comn1unications to the House 
up to the tin1e of this disclosure. 

Resolved,-1'hat the alleged reasons for postponing the Elections are 
the lateness of the season and the \va11 t uf a revision of the Registration of 
voters. 

Resolved,-That in 1842 a General Election \Vas held on the 20th 
December, and that no inconvenience \Vas experienced in effecting it, and 
that it could therefore be held again at the san1e period. 

Resolved,-That even thot1gh the i)lea of the late season were valid, it 
is attributable to His Excellency's advisers who spent 28 days, in deter
mir1ing on the Representation Bill, on "'·hicl1 there was 011ly one poi11t of 
cor1troversy, and thereby created a11 asst1med difficl1]ty of wl1icl1 they 
no"" avail fordefeatiog the views of the country 1vith regard to the ap
proaching change. 

Resolved,--That the revision of tl~e Registration of voters was the dt1ty 
of the Executive and should have been perfurmed in due course, a11d that 
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the Act gives the following discretionary power which might have been 

used in tl1e pt'esent case ''. Pro\·idetl that sho11ld it be found necessary or 

expedient_ to hold an Election or Elections at any period of the }~ear, 

'\vhen, by· reason of the times limited in the saicl recited Act for servir1g 
notices and holding C<>t1rts of Revision, the provisions of the saicl Act can

not be carried in to effect, the Registry of tl1e said Voters shall be taken 
at1d revised as nearly as may be according to the provisions of the said 

recited Act, but with such alteratio:is in the mariner of taking and revising 
the same as may be found necessary.'' 

Resolved,_:_ Tl1at the new District of Bt1rgeo and La Poile not being 

provided for in tl1e Registration .. r\.ct, a special provision \Vas ma.de in the 

Supply Bill to meet this case; and seeing the i1eglect of the Government, 

'vitl1 regard to the general revision of the registration, and then believing 

it to have been the result, not of design, but of accident, the House insertecl 

a clause in the Supply Bill, "vhereby the revision was to be dispensed \\'"ith 
for the next Election, a11d leaving the fair alternative to all parties of 

:rnaking the last revised list of voters applicable for the pt1rposes of this 

Election. 

Resolved,-Tl1at the Cottncil objecteil to this provision in the Supply 
Bill, on a point of for1n, and the House then passed a Bill to carry ot1t 
the same object. 

Resolved, -That this Bill was rejectecl by His Excellency's Ad viscrs ; 

and the House having exhausted every Pxpe<lien t to carry out the in ten
tions of I-:Ier Majesty's Governtnent, and the avo\ved object of His Excel
lency the Governor, looking to the ma11ner in \vhich the busi11ess \Vas 

protracted by the Council, and to the late period at whicl?- the new diffi
culties are suggested, feel constr~iined to the belief that they have been 

deceived and misled by His Excellency, 'vho has therefore forfeited the 

confidence of the Hol.1se. 

Resolved,-rThat His Excellency having caused or pern1itted the clef eat of 

that which in his Jetter of l 9tl1 Sept.,. b·e decl~ired to be the principal 
object of the present Session, has DO\V announced his intentio11 of causing 

the Elections to be held in May next. 

Resolved,-rfhat this course is adopted in d2ferance to the ·vie\YS of tl1e 
present Council, \vho, defeated in their obstrt1ction to the concessio11 of 

Responsible Governme11t, would now endeavour to th"Vvart its legitimate 

operation. 

Res lved,-That in the month of May the great bulk of our fishing po
pulation are peculiarly st1bject t.o ~1erca11tile inflt1euce, that being tl1e pe~ 

riod when the issues of supplies on credit are made. 
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Resolved,-That from the 1st March to the 1st November, our fishing 
population are actively engagec1 either i11 tl1e Seal and Herring fishery, or 
in preparing for and carrying on the (;oc.l Fjshery, and that an Election 
held bet,veen tl1ese periods \\'ould be partial and u11jt1st, arid \Vould prac
tically disfranchise a great proport,on of tl1e industry of the colony. 

Resolved,-1"'bat \ve most distinctly a11d emphatically protest against the 
proposal of His Excelle11cy to hold the Elections in the month of May; 
and i11 deciding on tl1is cot1rse, His Excellency has lent himself to the de .. 
signs of a clefeated party, i11 violation of the \'ie,vs of the great majority of 
the House and tl1e '\vishes and desires of the general public. 

Resolved,-That regarding the conduct of the Governor and Cou11cil as 
disclosed i11 the foregoing Resolt1tions, this House cannot consent to send 
up another Bill of Suppl)· to Her ~lajesty's Council. 

Resolved,-Tbat on the Gov·ernor's asse11t being given to the Represent
ation Bill, the existence of the present Assen1b1y 'vill terminate, and the 
country \vill be witl1ot1t a Legislature t1ritil after the Ge11eral Elections 

' 

s11ali have been held. 

Resolved,-rfhat the pop:1latio11 of the co11ntry are in· a state of severe 
suffering and privatio11, urgently demanding the most vigorot1s efforts of 
the Legislature for the cmelioration of their condition. 

Rsolved,-That in the establishment of Free Trade with the United 
' 

States, under the Treaty lately c'o11clt1cled, tl1e hopeft1l expectations of the 
people '''ere centred, and that the measures necessary to give effect to that 
Treaty are now indefinitely postponed by the proceeding·s of the Executive 
i11 reference to the Elections. 

Resolved,-1"'hat as the Revent1e Bill expires on the 27th of May, this 
rr~ost important measure is imperilled by the conduct of the Governor and 
Cortncil. 

Resolved,-That notwithstanding the avo\\1ed ho!tility of His Excellency 
to the policy of the majority of the Assembly ever since his assumption 
of the (iovernment, we were 'villing to enter \Vith him on the change of 
system, and give him a fair trial in the spirit of Sir George Grey's Des
patch. Bt1t His Excellency, having made it apparent by h.is condt1ct in 
the present session, that his sympathy with the obstructive party is para
n1ot1nt, and that so repugnant are his feelings to constitutional popular 
demands, that to defeat these he has shown himself ready to violate the 
con1pact with H. M. Government as contained in his letter aforesaid. 

Resolr ed,-Therefore that it is necessary for the peace, \velfare, and 
good governme11t of the colo11y, that 'His Excellency and his advisers 
sboulcl forthwith be removed from the administration of its affairs, and that 

• 

• 
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an Address, embod)1ing tl1ese Resol11tions, be prepared and transmitted to 

Her Majesty's Secretary of State and both Houses of Parliament . 

On n1otion that the lleport be adopted, 

Mr. HoYLEs moved i11 amendment, seconded by 1'1r. vVARREN, 

That the lleport l)e not received, bt1t tl1at the Report of the Committee 
be to the follo,ving effect :-

Resolved,-That the holding of a Genei·al Election during the present 
\Yinter would be a gross act of injustice t ~ the J>rotestant tnctjority of the 
popt1latirln, inasmuch as at thi tin1e of the year great 11 u1n hers of tl1e 

electors of the extern districts hc1ve long siuce retired to their winter l1abi
tations \vhence they eould not r)e l)rought to vote;and as from tl1e extreme 

difficulty and danger,if not impossibility,not merely of canvassing but even 
of con1municating with the districts of 'f,villingate and Burgeo, at this 
season of the year these Protestant districts returning three rnen1bers out 
of the thirty of ''' hich the new Assembly is to be con1 posed, 'voulc1, in all 
probability, be ' vl1olly unrepresented in the ensuing ~e~~sion; and that the 
intention of His Excellency, as signified by him not to hold the Elections 
until lVlay next, meets \Vith our llnqnalifi ,:.rl upp:·oval. 

And tl1e question being put thereon, tl1e !louse divided, \vl1en there 

a1)peared, 

For tlie Aniend1ne12t, 3. 

Mr. Hoyles 
'' "Varren 
'' ?vlarch. 

So it passed in the negative. 

.Against tilt Amencl1nent, IQ. 

~Ir. Little· 
.,, Hogsett ,, Shea 

'' Benning 

'' Emerson (..,. 

" Parsbns ,, Wi11ser ,, 1,albot 
I ' 

" Hay\vara c./ 

'" Hanrahan. 

And the qt1estion on the· original motion being then put,it passed in the 

affirmative, and 

Ordered ace "rdir~g1y. 

~·!r. ].,JTTI~E, in nccol'dance 'vith the foregoing Resolutions,- presented 
tlit! draft of Hn A cldress to the S?ct f>t·-lrV of State for the colonies, \vhich . . 

lie read iu l1i~ p 1•,«t\ <ind t.h~'ti l.anded in··a·. tile (.;lctk'~ Table,. \Vhere it was 
n~ai11 read as follows :~ 
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'l'O THE RIGHT HONORABLE SIR GEORGE GREY, BARO
NET, HER M,LL\.JES1'Y'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF S'fATE 

FOR THE COLONIAL DEP .. .\R'rlVIENT, &c., &c., &c. 

- --

The Petition of Her l\'Iajesty's faithful (Jommo11s of Newfoundland, in 
Legislative Sessio11 convened, respectfully sh eweth,-that the Duke of 
Newcastle, Her Majesty's late Colonial Secretary of State for the colonies, 
having determined to est~blish Responsible Goverr1ment in this old and 
loyal colony, in accordance \Vi th the repeated demands of the people a11d 
the gro\vi1~g interests of the country, His Grace annexed certain condi
tion~ to the conces1ion thereof-the principal ~of whicl1 'Vere the passing 
of a Bill to increase the 11umber of Members in the Assembly, and the 
making of provision for the retiring Officials, t1pon the introductio11 of the 

new system. In tl1e adjustment of tl1ese conditions a conflict arose last 
session between the Governor and his Council 011 the one hand, and this 
House 011 the other, 'vhich resulted in an appeal to tl1e Imperial Govern
ment, a st1spension of legislation, and a refusal to grant~Supplies. The 
Imperial Government having approved of the conduct of this I-louse as to 
the Representation Bill, yot1 were pleased to instruct Ilis Excellency 
Ker Baillie Hamilton, Esq., the Governor of this Island, to summon the 
present sessio11 of the Legi~latt1re for the express purpose of arranging 
the differences existing on the preliminaries to the granting of Responsi

ble Governn1ent, with a view to its immediate introduction, and remedying 
the inconvenie11ces arising from withholcling the usual Bill of S11pply. 
1 1his session commenced on the I 0th October last, and the most import
ant r>recedent to the change of government, viz :-the Representation Bill, 
was passe1l by this House and sent to Her Majesty's Council on the 17th 
day of the same n1onth for their conct1rrence. That this Bill was return
ed from the Council on the 2nd day of November, so amended as to 

. induce botl1 parties in this House to concur in rejecting the Amend· 
ments. '!,he Council at length receded from their Amendments, 
and 011 the 14th day of November assented to the Bill in the shape in 
which it \Vas originally passed by the Assembly, this being in principle 
and in a}l its details identical \Vith t}1e B:ll to 'rVhich that body refused 

their assent in June last, and thereby produced the collision ,vith the 
popular branch which led to the appeal to Her .NI ajesty's Government 
and to the Joss of the Supplies for the pt1blic service. 

1,hat Ilis Excellency the Governor, in a communication to yot1 under 
date 19th Septen1ber last, urged the necessity uf pror.npt permission be
ing given by Her l\i1ajesty's Government to dispense \vith a reserving 
clause in tl1e Representation Bill, alleging that the \Yant of st1cl1 authori

ty would render it impossible to give irr1mediate effect to the measure 
' and that tht1s the object of the extraordinary session \Vould be defeated 
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by delaying the holding of the Elections until next ~fay. No intimation 
of any other difficulty \vas made by His Excellency to the immediate 
holding of the Elections under the ne'v Bill as soon as it should become 

la'v, and the House accordingly proceeded to transact the other business 
embraced in the objects for 'vhich this session was co11vened. After the 
passing of the Representatio·n Bill by the ~ Council, and the receipt of the 
authority from you asked for in His Excellency's letter of 19th Septem

ber, this House n ecessarily cone! uae·d, by reference to the terms of His 
Excellency's letter, that he was in a position to give immediate effect to 
the Act in question. On the 22nd day of No\'en1ber, n1emb·ers of this 
House, ho\\•ever, became accidentally aware tl1at the Governor did 11ot 
contemplate the holding of the Elections this fall-a determination since 
formally communicated by His Excellency in reply to an Address from 
this House, declaring their opinion not only on the absolute necessity,but 
also on the evident practicability of holdi11g the Elections this fall and 
pointing out the loss to the country and the injustice to the Electors
mhich wot1ld result fron1 a postponeme11t until the spring.· 

r· That the decision of His Excellency wilfully defeats the avo\\1eJ object 
for which this session has been held at co11siderable inconvenience and: 
expense, and is at variance \vith his vie\i\?s contained in his said letter to· 
you, and 'vitl1 all his commt1nications to this House up to the tin1e· of tl1is 
disclosure·. 'l~he alleged reaso11s for postponing the Elections ate ~1'~the 
lateness of tl1c seaso~1, and a vrant of a revision of the Registration of 
Voters,. In the year 1842 General Elections \Vere helJ 011 the 20tl1 De-

, 

cember, and no inconvenience was experienced in holding them. Si11ce' 
that time the facilities of communication through tl1e country have been 
much increased, and there is now no physical obstacle or any other fair 
reason why they should not be heid at a corresponding· period this year. 
What~ver pretext the lateness of the season ma.1· afford, is attributable to 
His Excellency's advisers, who spent 28 days in· determi11ing on the Re-
presentation Bill, on which there was only one point of controversy, and 
thereby created a11 assumed difficulty of 'vhieh His Excellency, \Vi th their 
advice, no\V avails to defeat the vie\vs of the country \Vith rega-rd to the' 

approaching change. 

That the vevision of the Registration of Voters was the duty of the· Ex·· 

ecutive and should have been performed in dt1e cot1rse, and the Amended 
Registration Act (13 \ 7ic., cap. 14) gives tl10 following (liscretionar)" 1)0"' ... 
er, \vhicl1 might have been used in the present case, viz., ., Provicled that 
should it be fo t1nd i1ecessary or expedient to hold an Election or Elections 
at any period of tl1e year when by reason of the times li n1ited in the said 
recited Act for serving notices and holding (~ourts of Revision, the provi
sions of the said Act cannot be carried into effeet, the Registry of the 
said Voters shall be tal{en and revised as nearly as may be according to 
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the provisions of the said recited Act, but with such alterations in the 
manner of taking a11d revising tl1e same as may be found necessary.'• 
'fhe ne\v district of Burgeo and LaPoile not being provided for in the R~

gistratior1 Act, a special provision was made in the Supply Bill to meet 
this case; and seeing the neglect of the government 'vitl1 regard to the 
general revision of the registration, ancl believing it tht1s to have been the 
rest1lt, not of design, but of accident, tl1e House inserted a clause in the 
Supply Bill whereby the revision 'vas to be dispe11sed with for one year 
for the purposes of the next Elections, and leavi11g the fair alternative to · 
all parties of making the last revised list of ·raters applicable for the pur
poses of the Elections held within that period. The Cot1ncil objected to 
t!1is provision in the Supply Bill, on tech11ical grounds, and the House 
then passed a separate Bill wi~h as little delay as possible, to carry o·t1t 
the sa1ne object. This Bill 'vas rejected by I-Iis Excellency's advisers ; 
and the House havi11g exhal1sted ever)r cxpec.lien t to carry out the inten
tions of 1-Ier Majesty's Governtnent, and the avo'\ved object of His Excel .. 
lency, looking to the ma11ner in \V hich t11e busi11ess \Vas desig11edly 
protracted. by the Cou11cil, and to tne late perio'd at \vhich the new diffi
culties are suggested, feel constrained to the belief that they have been 

deceived and misled by His Excellency, \vho has therefore forfeited the 

confidence of the Ho1Jse. 
' . 

llis Excellency having caused or permitted the defeat of that which · in 
11is Jetter of Sept., he declared to be the pri11cipal object of the present 
Session, has DO\V announced his inte11tioi1 of cal1sing the Elections to be· 
held in May next. This course_ is adopted in cleference to the' ·vie,vs of the 
present Cot1ncil, '1vl10, defeated in their ob'strt1ction to the co11ce'ss"ion of 
Responsible Governrue11t, \Vould no\v endeavour to th\vart its legitimate 

operation. 'The great bulk of our fi.~hing population are peculiarly st1b-· 
ject to Mercantile influencein the mo11th of May, wl1en supplies are issued 
to them on creclit. From the lst of ~larch to the 1st· of November, our 
fishery population are acti,·ely engaged either in the seal and herring 

fisl1eries,or are prepari11g for and carrying out the cod fishery, and that an 
Election held betvveen these periods would be .partial and unjt1st, and 
\voulcl practically disfranchise a great proportion of the industry of 
tl1e colony. This House therefore most distinctly a11d etnphatically pro

test against the proposal of His Excellency to hold the Ele.ctions in the 
month of l\Iay; and in deciding on tl1is course, His Excellency has lent 

·himself to the designs of a defeated party, in violatio11 of the views of the 
great majority of the House and the wishes and designs of the general 
public. 

Having regard to the conduct of tl1e Go··.,.ernor and Cot1ncil, as dis .. 

closed by the foregoi11g facts, and to the duty whicl1 this Ho11se owe to 
the pt1blic, tl1is House l1as been constrnined to the resolution not to send 
up another Bill of Supply to Her Majestyas Council. 
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That on the Governor's assent being given to the Representation Bill, 
the existence of the present ... >\ssembly \Yill terminate ; and the country 
will be without a Legislature u11til after General Electio11s shall have be en 
l1eld. 'i'l1e operative population of t~e country are in a state of severe 
suffering and privation, owi11g to a partial failt1re of their ordinary pur· 
suit iast season and other c~uses urgen~ly demanding the most vigorous 

· efforts of the Legislatu1~e for t11e amelioration of their condition. That 
in the establishment of Free Trade with the United States under the 

Treaty lately concl'uded, the hopeful expectations of the people were cen
tred, and that the measures necessary to give effe.ct to tl1at Treaty are 
now indefi11itely postpo1ied by the proceedings of the Executive in refer
ence to the Elections; and as a further conseque11ce, the Revenue Bill, 
whicl1 expires on the 27th May next, is imperilled by the co11duct of the 
Governor and Council, a subject of vast importance i11 the financial em
barrassment of the government. 

t • f .. • • 

That notwithstanding the avo\ved hostility of His Excellency to the 

policy of the majorit)" of the Assembly. we were \villing to enter \vith him 

on the change of system and give him a f aie trial in the spirit of your 

Despatch. The utmost forbearance and the inost conciliatory conduct 

have bee11 manifested to hin1 by the Assembly since the receipt of that 

Despatch. But His Excellency having n1ade it apparent by his condt1ct that 

his syn1pathy with tl1e obstructive party is parat11ount to tl1e cout1try ancl 

the crown; and that so repug11a11t are his feelings to constitutio11al nr1d 

popular demands, that to defeat these, he has sliow11 himself ready to 
• 

violate the compact 'vith Her ~fajesty's Government as cor1tained in his 

said letter-to discard the rights of the Electors and come into direct 

collision 'vith this !louse, after having received the clearest ex11ression of 

their opinions on the in1propriety and injustice of the cot1rse \Yhich he 

he was about to adopt. 

Therefore convinced that it is necessary to the peace, '"elfare, and 

good governn1ent of the color1y, tl1at His Excellency and his ad yisers 

should forthwith be removed from the administration of its affairs, this 

House appeals with confidence to you for that purpose ,and that the ne\v 
' 

system of government ma)' be inaugt1rated \:Vithout auy further delay (the 

conditions stipulated by the Duke of Newcastle, having been fulfilled by 

this House) under the auspices of a practical and partial ()overnor, 

who shall reflect the honor of the Cro\vn and conciliate the affections of 

"l1e people hy the adoption of a constitutional and straightforward 

policy, divested of all sectarian a11tipathies antl partizan predilectio11s. 
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Ordered,-That the Address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-That Addresses similar to the. foregoing, mut~t1s mutandis, be 
forwarded to both ~ouses of the Imperial Parliament. 

On motion of Mt. LITTLE, seconded by Mr. SHEA, 

Resolved,-That the following Address be presented to 'Bis Excellency 
the Governor :-

To .His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAMILTON, Esq., Add.ress to Governor, 

Governo1· and . Commander-_in- Chief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland and its 'Dependencies 

' ~c,. ~c. 
' 

~fAY IT PLEASE You1t ExcELLENCY r 

The House of Assembly beg to inform Your Excellency that tl1ey have 
passed the accompanying . Resolutions and Address, which they respect
fully request Your Excellency will be pleased to forward to the Right 
Hon. the Secretary of State for the colonies. 

Orde1·ed,-That the Address be engrcissed and presented to His Excel.; 
lency the Governor by Mr. Little · and l\1r. Shea. 

Mr. SHEA, from the Select Committee appointed to inquire into the 
mode of carrying out the Mail S~rfice between St. Joh11's and Halifax, 
presented the Report \vhich he handed in at the Clerk's Table, . where · 
the same was read as follows :-

The Select Committee appoint0d to inquire into the manner in which 
the Packet Service is carried out b~twee11 St. John's and Halifax, beg to 
l'eport, that they have taken the evidence of several gentlemen on the 
subject whose testimony they beg to annex;-

The Committee think the facts set forth in the evidence demand that 
the attention of the Home Government be directed to the subject with a 
view to the correction of the evils complained of. · 

A, SHEA, ChairmfAn 
P. F. LITTLE, 
G. J. HOGSETT. 

OrdlJred,-That the said Report do lie ·upon the Table.· 

~For evidence accc>mpanying, see .11.ppendix.] 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of th~ clock. 

' 

q 
~ 

TUESDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER, 1854. 
r: 

The House met pursuant. to adjournment, and adjourned till . to-mor:.: 
row at Eleven of the clock. 

.• 

Engrossed and Committee to 
present. 

Report of Committee on the 
mode of Mail conveyance 
between this port and Ba· 
lifax, ... 

.,. 
lioMe adjouriredp~ 

, 
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... WEDNESDAY, 29TH NovEl\iBER, 1854 . 

On motion of Mr. SHEA:, seconded by Mr. IIoGSETT. 

llesolution appointing P. F, R~solved,--That Philip F. Eittle, Esq., member -for the district of ·St .. 
Little Delegate. · 

.1..ddrt!SS to Secretary of 
State. -

Adopted and Engrossed. 

Address to Governor. 

Engro!sed and Committee 
to present. 

. Resolution of Thanks to 
Joseph Hume, E~q., M. P. 

John's,~ haling the.full confidence of this IIouse, be appoipted a Delegate 
to proceedto England to justify to the Imperial Government the vie\Vis and . . 

desires of the House; as embodied iu the Resolution on the State of the· 
- colonies adoRtea by the House on the 27th instant. 

\ '-

Qn" mot.io ~ of~r. SHEA, seconded by Mr. HoaSETT, 
.Resolved,-That the following Address be transmitted. to Her 1\J.ajesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for tne colonies :.......; 

~~ro THE RIGHT HON: SIR GEORGE GREY, &c., &c. 
Tl1e Mouse of Assembly of Ne,vfoundland, ha-Ying on the 27th instant; 

adopted an Address to you_ in reference to tne afl'airs of the colony, no\Y 

have to acquaint you that the¥ ha~e appointed Philip E. Little, Esq., a 
membeit of their Body, to p1·oceed to England to Justify to Her Majesty's 
Government the statements an(l· vie:ws?t embodied in· the Address in q.ues·· 
tion. 

9 
' • • • I 

Qrdered that the Address be adopted anCI. engros·sed·. 

On motion of ~Ir. SHEA; secol1d~d ~J Mr. HoGeETT. 

Resolved,-That the following Add·ress oe presen~ed· to His Excellency 
the Governor ;-· 

) 

MAY IT PLE.l.SE YouR 

r qqs os 
'l'"'o 11-is- iE.~~~ellency ~ER BAILE-IE HAMILTON,, Esq 

Gove11nrm q,nll Com.mander·in. Chiefi in and ovr1 
tlie Isiand op Neuifouudla·nd and its Dependen. 
c£es, ~c.~ aj!'.>£ 9 

Exe ELLE MOY-
\' 

The IIouse of Assembly beg to request Your Excellency will transmij 
the accompan;ying Address by the present Mail to Her Majesty's Prine:· 
pal Se·cretary of State for the colonies. 

. 
Ordered,---That the Address~be engrossed, and presented to His Excel-

lency by Mr. Shea and Mr. Hogsett.· 
. . -

On motion of Mr. s·aEA, seconded oy Mr. WtNSER, 

. . I . • 
Resolved,-That the tl1anks of this House are due and are hbre5y given 

< 

to Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., for the valuable services he has already ren 
dered to the colony in furthering the efforts of-the people's Representative~· 
to obtain a constitutional socstem of government, and that he be requester 
to continue his efficient aid in promoting the desires of this House, a~ 

embodied in an Address to Her Majesty's Gover11ment and both Houses 
of Parliament adopted on the 27th instant. 

• 
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Mr. HoGSETT, from the deputation to present the Address to His E~

cellency tl1e Governor, requesting His Excellency to for\vard the 4d
dresses to the Secretary of State, of 27tl1 and 29th ins: . .,reported that His 
Excellency had handed l1im the following reply. 

. .. 

I \-vill,of course,for\vard this Address and the Resolutions to the Secre
tary of State. 

. 

I-IaYing observed in thetn the st~tement t~at the ~evenue Act, \vhic~ 
'vill expire on tl1e 28th of May next, is imperilled, I inust remi11d you 
that its safety is within t11e po,ver of the Assen1bly. On my part, I \vill 

concur i:n any sucl1 measure fqr prolonging tl1e existence of that Act, as 
'vill .place its safety beyond :.\ doubt. · 

On inotio11 of Mr. HoGSETT, seconded uy ~Ir. WINSER, 

·Resolvell,-'that the folloV\'ing Address be presented to His Excellency 
~ , 

t he Governor :-
• f 

R eply of the Governor to 
Address requesting him to 
forward Address to thd S~tr 
cretary of State. 

.. 
To His Excellen~y l{ER BAILLIE HAJ\IILTON, Esq., Address to Governor. 

. . 

Governor a11d Cor1imat:Jder-in-Chief'in and ove1· 
_,the island of Newfoitndland and its Depende1i-

• ("t 

cies, ~c • 

I\:f AY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENc.Y.,~ 

· 1.,he House of Assen1bly beg respect.fully to inform .Your Excellency 
that tl1ey have passed the accon1panying ltesolutions, which they request 

( . 
Your Excellency will be pleased to for\vard to the Right IIon. the Secre. 
tary of State for the colonies, by the present mail. 

Resolved,-Whereas during the time th~s I-louse 'vas in Comn1ittee of 
t11e Whole on the state of the colo11y, on the Resolutions in reference to 
the conduct of His Excellency the Governor refusing to hold the Elec~ 
tions this fall,a com 11unication \Vas made to His Ex:cellen~y by Mr. Shea 
and ~Ir. Hayward, t\vo men1bers of this House, that the ste.a~1er Ellen 
(,i'isborn~e was available for the purpose of facilitating the carrying out of 
the Elections this fall in the Districts of Fogo, and of Burg,eo and 
I~aI->oiJe, and His Excellency declined to avail thereof, althougl1 offered 
an inden1nity,on bel1alf of the I-louse, for the employment of that vessel, 

Resolved,-That the House is thereby further con:fi.rn1ed in the convic
tion tl1at the conduct of His Excel]ency ,in postponing the Elections, 'vas 
premeditnted,especially lool{ing to. the peculiar mildness of the season,up 
to the presen t tin1e (29th . N ove1nber), and the total absence of frost or 
sno\v or any other obstacle to impede the communication with all the 
out ports . 

Resolutions in refererence 
to His E xcellency the Gov• 
ernor not holding Elections 
this fall. 

. ·Ordered,-'that the Address be engro ~sed, and presented to His Excel- Engrosaed and Committee 
to prese.at. 

leccy oy J\!Ir. HOGSETT and Mr. ~INSER. 



Message from. Mr. SecretarJ 
Crowdy~ 

Reply thereto; 
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_.. ' . " 
' .. TH;RSDAY, 30TH NOVEMBER, 1854. 

Mr. SPEA.KER!informed thelHouse that he had received the followin·g 
communication from Mr: Secret~irx Crow:dy :-

SECRETARY'S O:rFICE, l. 
30th November, 1854. s· 

SiR,-:-1 am dire~ted by the GoV~rnor to req~est that the Bills which 
\ ' 

have passed the two other branches of the Legislatu're, may be immediate .. 
I.r sent to me,. with a view_ to their examination before receiving His Ex·~ 
lency's assent. 

. . . 
I have the ho11or to be, Sir, 

X'our most ebedient servant, 

J .AMES CROWDY, 

TI1e Hon. the Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that :having r~ceived the foregoing
communication during the adjournment of the Honse, ~e had instructed 
the Clerk to transmit th~ follo,ving repiy thereto :--

HousE o:F AssEMBLY, ~ 
30th November, 1854. 5 

. . . 
S1R,~I am instru·cted by the Speaker to say, in reply to your commu..; . . 

nication of to-day, stating that yot1 are directed by the Governor to re-
quest that the Bills which. have passed the t\VO other branches of the 
Legislature may be immediately sent to you with a view to their exami
nation before receiving His Excellency's assent, that as he, the Speaker, 

I 

is the servant of the House, he 'vill immediately submit the communica-
tion to that Hon. Body for their consideration. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, · 

)7" our most obedient servant, 

<I JOHN STUART, _ 
Clerk of the House of Assembly. 
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On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by ~fr. SHEA, 

Resolved,--That the follo\ving Address be transmitted to His Excel
lency the Governor:--

To His Excelle1zcy KER BAILLIE HAMILTON Esq Address to GoTernor~ ' ., 
Governo1· and C ommanaer-in~- Chief . in and over 

the Island of Newfo1t1zdland and its Vependena 

cies, ~c. 

:" 

lVIAY IT PI.EASE You& ExcELLENCY, 
• 

The Rouse of Assembly respectfully beg leave to inform Your Excel
lency, in reply to the con11nt1nication of ~fr. Secr.etary Crowdy, of this 
da)r, requesting that the Bills \Vhicl1 have passed the tv;o other branches 
of the Legislature n1ay be imn1ediately sent to .. him, \Vith a vie~v to their. 
examination before receiving His Excellency's assent, that the engrossed 

Bilis no'v in their p1ssession 'vill at once be sent to ¥our Excellency • 

.. 

The Bill to provide for the Retiring Allowances being in possession of 
~er Majesty's Council, the Assembly are 11ot prepared ~ to send up that 
Bill until it has bee11 returned by the Council. 

Ordered,-That t~e Addres~ be engrossed, and presented to His Excel
lency the Governor by ~1r. Little and Mr. Sl1ea. 

On motion 'of Mr. LITTLE, seconded_ by 1\tfr. SHEA, 

Engro2secl aud Committee 
tg prese.at. 

.. 

~ Reoolred,-That a Message be sent to Her Majesty's~Council request- Message to :e:.M.Council. 

ing the Council to send clown the Bi~l to provide for the Retiring Official 
AlloWances, in order that the S:iid Bill may be tran~mitted to His Excel-
lency ,in accordanca \Vith the request contained in Mr.Secretary Crowdy's 
communication of this day. 

- Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he ha(l received a commn nica
tion from Mr. Secretary Crowdy stating that it was the intent.ion of His 
Excellency the Governor to prorogue the present session of the Legisla
ture this day at 4 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. SaEA, seconded by Mr. HoGSETT, 

Resolved,-That the·following Address be presented to His ExceHency 
the Gove1·nor :-

... 

. \ ;.. 

Message from Hr.eecretary 
Crowdy. 



Address to Governor. 

Engrossed and Committee 
to p1·esent.. 
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. ' . ,.. 

JOUllNAL OF ~"'HE GENERAL ASSE:\IBL Y 

To His Excellency KER BAILLIE HAl\1ILTON, .Esquire, 
Governor and Comniander-in-Chief in and over thi 
Island of Newfoundland ancl its Dependencies, &c. 
&c, ~c 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENcY,-

'l'he House of Assembly beg respectfully to inform Your Excellency 
that t~ey have passed the accon1pan)·ing I~.esolutions, which they beg 
leave to transmit for the information of Your Excellency. 

Resolved, -That the I-louse \Vas fully justified in declaring that His 
Excellency, in refusing to hold the Elections this fall, impGrilled the Re-

, . 
venue Bill, \vhich expires on the 27th ~1 ay· next. 

Resolved,-That the next R:evenue Bill to be passed by the House 
n1ust be adapted to the requirements of the Treaty for the establishment 
of Free Trade \vith the United States;· and His Excellency, in his opeuing 
speech having informed the Housa that he l1ad not the necessary instruc-, 
tions to enable them to legislate on t:1e suL)ject, the question has not oc-
cupied'°t1r attention on this account, independent of our un,villing;1ess to 
trust Legislation on the question of Free rrrade to a hostile Council. 

Resolved,-That in view of the present coll is.ion bet\\peen the flouse and 
the Executive Government, the Assembly are of opinion that all Legisla
tive proceedings be suspended until the issue of the appeal which bas · 
now been made to the Government, and tl1at the House accordingly do 

adjourn to the lOtl1 Jant1ary next. 

Orde1·ed,-That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex~ 
cellency by ~fr. Shea and Iv.Ir. Hogsett. 

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. HoGsETT, 

Resolved,~That the House do now adjourn till the 10th day of Janu~ 
ary next. 

Then the House adjourned till the 10th day of January next . 

• 
l 

~, 

.._ , _, 

• 

" 
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PROCLAl\IATION • 

.By 11.·s Exce!lenc,y I-CER BAILLIE HAMIL·roN, Esq·.,: 
Governor al1fl Co11i11ia11der-£1i-Cl1ie/'in and over 
the island oj Newt oundla1Jd arid its Depende1i-. . ,.. cies, -,gc. 

To all to u•ho1n tllese P rese1its sliall come, Greeting :-

~1\THEREAS at a11d curing t~1 e Session of the General Assembly of 
'fl this Island, no\'\' being 11olLier1 at St. Joh n's, t~1e several Bills re

spectively entitled as fu lo\Ys, (that is to say) '" A11 Act to increaRe the 
prese11t i1umber of l{epresentatives in the General .i\.ssemb!)~ of thi~ Is
land, and to regulate the rerJresentation tl1ereof; "--Also '' 1\ 11 .t\ct to 
provide for the l\etiriDg Allo\vances of certain Public Officers of ihe Gov .. 
ernrne11t of this colony ;-Also '' .. J\n r\.ct for t11e er1co,1rage111e11t ot Edu
catior1 ;"-Also '' An Act to Incorporate the U nir>11 Banl\. of N e"\'fo11nd· 
land ; " \Vere passed b}· the Cot111cil and Hot1s f _,_t\ssen1bly of the s1~ic.l f 5.i 

land : A11d \vhereas I, tl1e said Governor, havi;ig aftel"\Vards see11 a11d con .. 
side red the saicl several Bills, so pa$Sed and e11 titled as aforesaid, did t)n the 
thi1tieth <lay of Novet11ber last past, subscribe my 11ame arid. give my ci~se11t 
to tl1e same Bills respectively : No\v therefore, I clo by thi..; n1y .llroLI~ .. -
mation pl1blish and n1ake kr1owr1 to all Iler ~flajesty's loving sl1bject·~ it 
this Islu11d, and all others \vl1om it L.1ay concern, tr1at I tbt: said Gnver.:...or 
did, on the said thirtietl1 day of l O\'ember last past sub:cril.te my n~ 11e, 

and did assent to the said several Acts aforesaid. 

GIVEN under my hand and the Great Seal of N e\v
foundland, at the Gover11ment House, at St. Joh11's 
in the said Island, this fourth day of Decen1ber,
Anno· Domic.i, One Thousand, Eight Hundred and 
Fift.r-four, and i11 the Eighteenth Year of Her Ma
jesty's Reign. 

By His Excellency's Comn1a11d, 

JAMES CB.OvVDY, 

Secretary . 

• 
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K. B. HAMILTON. 
(L. S.) 

PROCLAMATION • 

VICTORIA by the Grace of GOD of the United 
Kingdom of Grettt Britain and Ireland, Q·ueen, 
Defender of the Faith, ~c., ~c., ~c. 

• r 

WIIEREAS we have thought" fit to DrssoLVE the GENERAL AssEl\£
ELY of Our Island of Newfoundland: Kno\V Ye that vVe do, for 

tbis purpose, pulJlish this Ot1r l{oyal Proclamation; and do by these Pre
sents D1ssoLVE the said GENERAL AssEl\IBLY. And we do hereby dis
cl1arge tl1e ~lembers of Our Council and of the I-louse of A$sembly of 
the said Island from furtl1er attendance in tl1e said GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

In Testimony wherrof 'Ve ba\~e cau_sed these Our Letters to be made 
Patent u11dei: the Great Seal of Our said Island. 

. 

WITNESS Our Tr11sty and \vell beloved KER BAILLIE 

HAMILTON, Esquire, ()ur ... Governor a11d Con1n1and
er-in-Chief in and over Our said Island and its De
pencies, at St. Joh n's, in Our said Is land, this Fifth· 
Day of Decen1ber, .Anno Domini, 1854, and in the 
Eighteenth Year of Our Reign . 

By His Excellency's Command, 

JAMES CROWDY, 

Secretary. 

JOHN STUART, Clerk. 

END UF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE FIFTH GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 



APPENDIX; 

Estimates and Public Accounts; . 

ESTIMATE 

ilF TIIE CI-IARGE OF DEFRA YING THE PUBLIC EXPENDITU >.E OF THE ISLAND OF NEWFOUNDLAU 
. FOlt THE YEAR ENDING 31sT DltuEMBER, 1854 . 

• 

£20, 707 3s. 4d. 

PR~OPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF rrHE ABOV.E SNM :-

Salary of the Private Secretary • . . . . • • . . . .• • ....• 
Cler]\ of the Council . . . . . • •. •. . • • ....• 
T\vo Clerks in the Secretary's Office • . . . . . • ....• 
Ofilce Keepe1~ ditto • . . . . • • . . . . . • ....• 

· J\ri essenger ditto • . . . . • • . . • . • • ....• 
Colonial Treasurer r..... . . , . .. . .... . 
Cler I{ in Treasurer's Office •. . . . • o..... . .... . 
Clerlr of the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts-including allo\v-

ance for ~1-\.ssistant Clerk, and for purchase of printed forms •....• 
Clerk: of N orther11 Circr1it Court . . . . . . • ....• 
l)itto Southern ditto ~·.... •· '• ·• •....• 
Crier and 'l'ipstaff Supreme Cot1rt •. .. .• • ....• 
Ditto Harbor Grace . . . . . • • . . . .• • ....• 
'l'h1ee Police Magistrates, St. John's •..... . ....• 
*Police Inspector •... .• • . . . . . • ....• 
High Constable ... 4••··· •••!t•• ···~·· 
Ten Police Constables • . . . . • • . . . . • • ....• 
Gaoler . . . . . . • • . . . • • . . . . • • •...• 
Gaol Surgeon, St. John's "..... •.. . .• • •...• 
Hos1>ital Surgeon~ ditto •..... • .... , •....• 
District Surgeon (including Medicine, &c.) • . . . . . • ..... 
Ditto, Conception Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....• 
Gaol Surgeon, II arbor Grace . . .. .. . . . . . . • .... . 
Ph~rsician Lunatic i\.sylum . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Gate Keeper, Government I-louse Lodge .... .. • ....• 
I-louse J(eeper, Colonial Building . . . . . . . . • • .... . 

Attorney-Ci-eneral's Fees... ...... I;..... . .... . 
Solicitor (}eneral's Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .... . 
Stipet dia11y Magistrates, &c., in the Outports, as per Detailed Statement an-

11execl .....• et•••• •••••• • ••••• 

£200 0 0 
200 0 0 
400 0 0 

60 0 0 
60 0 0 

500 0 0 
150 0 0 

420 0 0 
200 0 0 
200 0 0 
60 0 0 
20 0 0 

900 0 0 
60 0 0 
80 0 0 

450 0 0 
150 0 0 
40 0 0 

150 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 
30 0 0 

200 0 0 
26 0 0 
60 0 0 

250 0 0 
200 0 0 

3791 0 Q 

.;~With an addition of £40 a year from the Grant for .the relief of the Poor, for services to 
t e Oon1n.!issioners. 

• 
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- T ... M 0 I I SPk ;1 • .. 

!\:lISC ELLA~EOUS. 

Ordinary Repairs of Cot1rt Houses and Gaols 
Gaol expenses . . . . . . • ....• 
Printing and Stationery . . . . ....• 
Crown Prosecutions • . . . . . • ....• 
Coroners •... .• • ..... 
Fuel and Light . . . . . . • ....• 
Postages and Incidentals... • ....• 
Circuits of the Judges...... . ..... . 
Re.~· e£ of the Poor •..... 
Outport permanent Poor .. . 
Lunatic Paupers ..... . 
Shipwrecked Sealing Cre\vS 
Men stationed at Fort Amherst 
Duties on Wines for Military Mess 
*Gas I .. ight Compan3r-St. John's 

•••••• 

• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • 

. . .. ., 
•••••• 

• • • • • • 
' ' '' -Harbor Grace .....• 

U nforseen Contingencies . 

M1·s. Blaikie 
Matthew Stevenson 
Robert Connell 
Robert Smith 

( 

•••••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 

• • • • • • 

. . ., . . . 

. . . " .. 
• • • • • • 
•••••• 
• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 

•••••• 

•••••• 

• • • • • • 
• • e e e I 

•••••• 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 
• ••••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 
•••••• 

• •••••• 

• ••••• 

•••••• 

• ••••• 

e TI et e 

• •••••• 

• ••••• 

• ••••• 

At 1'f ant1els 
ALLOvVANCES TO FERRYl\fENt. 

•••••• • ••••• • • • • • • 

" Great Placentia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • c ••• 

'' Little St Lawrence • • • • ••••• • ••••• 

'' Salmonier •••••• • • • • • • • ••••• 

'' Burin and Spoon Cove . . . "' .. •••••• 
" Biscay Bay • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• ,, Portugal Cove • • • • • • - • • • • • • • • • 

'' North and Soutl1 side Holyrood, £ 15 ea.ch • • • •• 

'' Aquafort • • • • • • • • ••••• ,, Trinity • • • • • • • • • • • • ,, Malbay .. ~ .... • • • • • • • • • • • • 

'' J oh11 's Pond, North Harbor, and Salmonier •••••• 

" Belle Isle and Topsail • • • • • • ••••••• ,, Harbor Grace and South Side ..... •' • • • • 

•••••• £200 0 0 
. . .. . . . 600 0 0 
• ••••• 500 0 0 
• • • • • • 300 0 0 
•••••• 200 0 0 
•••••• 450 0 0 
• • • • • • 120 0 0 
•••••• 400 0 0 
•••••• 6000 0 0 
• • • • • 400 0 0 
• ••••• 1200 0 0 
I TT t I. 100 0 0 
e e I e I. 36 0 0 
• • • • • • 50 0 0 
•••••• 71 13 4 
• ••••• 25 0 0 
• ••••• 500 0 0 

••••••• £50 0 (J 

• ••••• 40 0 0: 
• ••••• 10 0 0 
. •'• ... IO 0 o· 

. ]-}(} 0 0 

• ••••• £10 0 0 
.~ ..... 25 0 0 
•••••• 10 0 0 
• ••••• 25 0 0 
e J • • I 9 20 0 0 

•••••• 15 0 0 
........ 25 0 0 
•••••• 30 0 0 

I • ••• ]5 0 0 
• • • • 25 0 0 
• •••• 12 0 0 
• • • • 30 0 0 
• • • • 20 0 0 
•••••• 25 0 0 

£287 0 0 

Total .....• • • • • • • . ... •'• . ...... £20,707 3 4 

•As a considerable portion of the year for \Vhich these Grants are required has expired, 
the Service is estimated for the 30th June, but it \vill be omitted in futt1re Estimates. 

t It is suggested that such ~~erries as are absolutely required, should in future be pro
vided for in the Road Bill. 

'I'he Estimate for clearing snow from the streets of St. John's is omitted-as is also that 
for" Carrying out the Crown Lands' Act'' a considerable portion of tl1e surn already grant
ed on this latter account being unexpended. 
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APP}jNDIX; 

Estimates and Public Acco l\\#ti: _, -

DETAIL 
of Salaries and Allowances to Stipeudiary Magistrates, Constables, Clerks of the Peace, and 

Gaolers in the undermentioned Outports for -the Year 1854. 

OuTPoRTs. 

~ 

Petty Harbor •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

'Iorbay •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Portugal Cove ...... .,, ...... • ••••• 

South Shore •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 
IIarbor .. Main •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 
Cat's Cove •••••• • ••••• . .... ' 
JJ1igus and Port de Grave ···••11 •••••• 

Bay Roberts •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Harbor Grace .....• ..... " •••••• 

Ditto •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Carbonear •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 
Bay de Verds .....• •••••• • ••••• 

'1V estern Bay ...... ••••• 0 • Cl.' •• 

If ants flat bo~ ._ ..... •••••• • ••••• 

Perlican •••••• ....... ~ ..... 
Hearts Content • • • I •. • ... • ••••• 

·New Harbor •••••• / ...... • ••••• 
Trinity • 

••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Catalina •••••• • ••• 6. • ••••• 

Bona vista • • • • • • •••••• • ••••• 

1,ickle Cove ••• c •• • ••••• • ••••• 

~{ing' s Cove ..... ' 4 ••••• • ••••• 

Salvage •••••• • ••••• • • • • • • 
Greens pond •••••• • • • • • • • ••••• 

T\villingate and Fogo •••••• . .... " 
Exploits Bay ...... •••••• • ••••• 

Bay Bulls •••••• • ••••• • • • • • • 
• 

'Vitless Bav 
el •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

'l'oads Cove •••••• • • • • • • . .... ' 
Brigus, so11th • • • • •• • ••••• • ••••• 

Cape Broyle •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Caplin Bay •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Ferry land •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

.Aquaforte •••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Fermeuse ....... • ••••• • ••••• 

Rene,vse •••••• •••••• •••••• 

Trepassey •••••• •••••• . .... ,. 
St. J\1ary's .. ' ... • • • • • • • ••••• 

£150 

165 
165 
150 

. 
130 

150 

.150 

130 

100 

100 

130 

1~ CON 
0 . Q.) ..., __ 

STABLES rJ.i • .. 
,..,..~ ... ····- J...c F*~ 

CL> .... ....... r.n CJ 
~ ca 

S-. Cl.) • s 
CJ) P-c 0 alar)1

• 

0 0 
C'tS E-t 

0 z 0 
-,-

AJCl!ill All ' . ~. ~ 

1 
I 
I 
1 

20 20 
20 20 
20 20 
12 12 

1 
1 

60 2 
1 

12 12 
12 12 
50 I 260 
12 12 

150 ] 

60 2 
s 

50 ~ 90 670 
50 
75 285 

) 12 12 
1 12 12 
I 12 12 
1 12 142 
) 12 12 

1 
60 2 

12 12 
37 25 272 

1 
45 I 

25 l 25 
25 Ir 10 230 

l 12 12 
1 12 12 
1 12 12 
1 

45 3 
12 12 
49 IO 234 

l 12 
1 25 125 
1 12 12 
I 12 12 
1 12 12 
I 12 12 
1 

60 I 
12 12 
25 25 2j0 

1 12 12 
J 12 12 
1 12 12 
I 12 12 
l 25 155 

------------
Carriedforward .. ,£1,520 48045 784 160 29&~ 
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' 

· ,,'fublic Acco11nts. 

DETAIL-CONTINUED 

c..c CoNsT ABLE!· 

0UTPORTS. 

0 • • 
rn 8 ~ 
~ca .. ~ 
~ ,...cv_ ~ Salarv. o 

.............. ~ Ill d 
0 -, ~ 

Brought fo1·\varcl ..•... £1520 480 45 784 160 2944 
Placentia • • • • • • 
Little Placentia • • • 
Odcri11 •••••• 

1\ierasheen •••••• 
Burin • • • • • • 
St. Lawrence •••••• 
Lamaline .. ' ... 
Grand Banlt •••••• 
Jersey Harbor ...... 
I-Iarbor Briton ...... 
l3urgeo Islands • • • 

Hern1itage Bay • • • 

Spaniards B«y .....• 

..........._ ..... 

15 ~fa.:;istrates 
10 (~le~·~(S of' the Peace 

7 Gaolers 
58 Constabl~s 

. . . ., .. .. ' ... 130 
• • • • • • •••••• 

•••••• • ••••• 

•••••• • ••••• 

••••• •• c.r ••• 150 
• ••••• • ••••• 

• ••••• • ••••• 

. ...... • ••••• 130 
•••••• • ••••• 

. . . . . - •••••• 100 
• • • • • • ....... 
•••••• • •••• • 

•••••• ~ - ••• t 

£2,030 
-

RECAPITULf:l 1~ION. 

• • • • • • •••••• 

• • • • • • 
••••• • • • • • • 

... ' .. a o • • •-. 

c ~-::------~----.--~-. ~ 

t 
\ 

• 
/. 

35 1 
1 
1 
1 

35 l 
1 
1 
1 
] 

35 1 
l 
J · 
1 

585 58 

25 25 215 
12 12 
12 12 
12 12 
25 25 235 
12 12 
12 12 
12 142 
12 12 

. 12 147 
., 0 
l~ !2 
12t 12 
12 J 9. '~ 

966 2103791 
--~- ----. ,, .... 

f ... ~ 

£2.030• 
" 
58t; 
210· 
966 

£3791 
.. 
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APPENDIX. 

Customs Returns. 

'COMPARATIVE STA1'EMENT OF DU'l"'IES COLLECTED IN THE ISLAND OF 

NEWFOUNDLAND FOR THE THREE QUARTERS ENDED 10Ta OcToBER, 

1852, 1853 AND 1854. 

Saint J ohns's .....• • ••••• £42180 10 II £52676 7 5 £45469 15 11 
Out ports .... ., . 6742 0 7 7326 2 3 7888 19 8 • • • • • • - ~~··tll-.. 

45922 11 0 60002 9 8 53358 15 7 
Deduct Drawbacks, Over-

En tries, &c. • •••• 3678 0 6 1112 8 2 1396 18 1 
- - --

~ 

£45244 11 0 £58890 1 6 £51961 17 6 
-

JOHN KENT, 

Collector, 

~USTOM HousE,ST. JoHN;s, ~ 
23rd October, 1854. 5 

~~ J . ' 
f T I 0 tr' 

~ l .. ! I 

"- .:-

. 
Despatches f1~om t.he Sec1·eta111y ot State for th~ C~lonies, 

DOWNING STREET, ~ ' 
July 6th, 1854. S 

S1&,-I have to acknowledge your Despatches of the i1umbers and dates specified in the 
margin, reporting the prorogation of the Legislature to the 14th August,_ and transmitting 

. an Address from the House of Assembly. 

I cannot but feel great regret and disappointment, at the termination of the session with· 
out any progress having been made in the settlen1ent of the question of Responsible Govern
ment, on the terms indicated by the Duke of Newcastle in bis Despatch of 24th February 
last ; but it is a source of still greater l'egret, that the chief obstacle to this settlement ap
pears to arise from the mutual jealousy of the members of the Religious denominatioas into 
which the community is d·ivided. It is deeply to be lamented that religious differences 
should stand in the way of general co-operation for the promotion of measures conducive to 
the common interest of all : and it should. be the constant endeavour of the local Govern
ment to mitigate these hostile feelings, and, as far as possible, to prevent merely political 
questions from being mixed up with religious disputes. 

These misfortunes are rendered more seriot1s by the refusal of the ... t\ssembly to grant the 
supplies requisite for the public service!. But I cannot hold 011t to you any expectation of 
Parliamentary interference on this, or any grou11d, in the present political affairs of the 
colony. -· 



8 
r, 

Despatches from the Sec1•etary of State for the Colonies .. 

As memlJers have been deputed both by the Council and Assembly to represent to Her , 
Majesty's Govern1nent tlie respective views of the two brancl1es of the Legislature, it is un~· 
necessary for me, while expecting their ~rrivai, to enter more into details. 

GovERNOR HAl\rILToN, 

&c., &c., &c. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble sarvant, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

DOWNING STREET, } 

14th August, 1854. 

, 
j 

.J 

] 
) 

Sir,-Adverting to my Despatch of the 6th ultimo, in answer to yours of the 14th June~ .. 
forwarding addres~es from the Council and Assembly of Newfoundland .. on the subject of 
Responsible Government, I have DO\.V to inform you that 1 have attentively considered the 
substance of those addresses, and have also had the advantage of personal co1nmunicatio!.l 
with the g~ntlemen who have been deputed t.o visit me on. th·e part of both those Legislative.· 
Bodies. 

2. Her Majesty's Governn1ent cannot bnt greatly regret the state of political feeling whicit 
these addresses represent. 'fhe language in 'vhich each of the. contending parties has 
thought proper to characterize the acts of the other, is much to be lamented ; and still n1ore; 
the step which the Asse1nbly has taken-assutning the hopelessnes;s of any satisfactory ad·" 
justment; namely, that of su'Ljecting the Island to the seriot1s i1:lconvenience 'vhich n1ust re- · 
1ult from thei~ witliolding the usual Bill of Supply. 

3. It is especially to bP regretted that these feelings shot1ld ha\'·e been exhibited when 
there i~ so very little of substantial difference bet\veen the two parties. The conditional 
concession of ll.esponsible Government inade by Her r1ajesty's Government 1neets with op· 

.position from no party. 'J'he terms of that concession 'vere framed by the Duke of Newcastle, 
after full consiueration of \vhat 11~d, b~en urged on both sides; nor is any objection taken to 
the more irnp6rtant of.these terms; \\"hich, for my O\Vn part, I regard as reasonable, and cal
culated to meet tl1e exigencies of the case in a satisfactory manner. The subsisting quarrel 
turns almost \vholly on rnatters of detail-q 11estions as to the mode of carrying out the gene
ral views entertained by Her Majesty's ()overn1nent; and I cannot but· believe that mutual 
concession and forbearance, even after all that btts passed, may find a \vay to dispose of them. 

4. I shall, therefore, continue to ho~e for a peaceful solution of these disputes, and that 
the Council aud Assembly n1ay be brought to act together in the promotion of their com
mon interests, irrespectively. of those religious difr~r13nces on the political ~earing of \vhich 
a stress has been l~id, \vhich I trust, is very exaggerated ; and I entertain no doubt that you 
will f(~el it to be your peculiar duty to exercise all the influence you may possess, as an im
partial arbitrator, in sootl1iug irritated feelings and reconciling discordant vie\\·s. 

5. > But wliatever may be your success, I cari only refer to my former Despatch as ex
pressing my conviction that Parli.tmentary interference is not to be expected. It is not from 
any feeling of indifference, or any \vant of sympathy \Vith th~ trouble which these political 
differences have brought on the community of Ne\l'foundland, that Her :1'1ajesty's Govern-
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Despatcl1e3 f1·om 1.he Secreta1~y of State Co1~ . the Colo11ies. 

ment must continue distinctly to decline making any application to 'Parliament for such inter
ference; it is from consistent adherence to established policy, and from a convictio11 that if 
Parliament 'vere to interfere, it \vould only be to the t1ltimate aggravation of existing differ
ences. ..fhe only measure which lfer Majesty's Governtnent have in their own power is, 
that of ad\"ising lfer Majesty to remodel the Counc~l in such a mnnner as to. make it act ~ar
mo?iously wlth the Assembly ; ~ measure t~ which they would resort with i·eg11et, amtl ef 
which they at present cannot admit the necessity. 

·6. 'fo appl¥ the foregoing observations more in detail to the points at isst1e,-the princi
pal dispute brought before n1e relates to the projected Electoral di,~isio11s-both parties be
ing agreed on· their expediency, and ·differing only on a narro'v question of detail, supposed to 
affect the balance of parties in the Island. On this question I feel myself incompetent, in 
the absence of minute local li:nowledge, to express any opinion., further than by saying that 
undue importance seems to me to have been attached to it. I nlust admit, 11owever, that the 
exceptional provision introduced by the Council into the Bill, as to tl1e mode of voting in the 
district of Burin, ap1)ears to me open to considerable objection.. \'7ithout entering into any 
question as to the general expediency of such a n1ode of voting, there \Vould be a great ano· 
maly in enforcing or allo\ving it in one· district exclusively. 

• 

7. '''ith regard to allo\vances to retiring officers, the scale suggested by yourself &ppears· 
to meet \V~tl1 general acquie'scence ; the only debated que:tion regards the atnount to be al
lotted to 1\lr. Archibald--a question which forms the particular subject of your despatch, ·No. 
108 of the 26th June last, hereb}· acl{nowledged. I cannot concur in the view tl1at this gen· 
tleman is entitled to a pension calculated only on the period of his service as Attorney Ge
neral, exclusive of 11is previous service in the colony. But I think that a satisfactory ar-
1·angen1ent may be arrived at by calculating it on the \vhole length of hi~ services to the co· 
lony, in whatever capacity, but not according to the amount of his annual income during the' 
eight years of his tenure of the office of Attorney General, but the annual average of his in ... 
come from public funds during the 'vhole of his service in th·e Colony. 

• ~ t ,. 

8. \Vitl1 regard to the condition embodied in· p'a·ragraph S of the· Duke· of Ne\vcastle's des~ 
patch of 2 lst February last, requiring that pay'ment of memb'ers of Assembly for their expens
es and attendance should be .rnade, not by the Colonial Treasury; but by local assessment, I 
have to state that although I concur in the expediency of the measure itsel1, it is not one "Nhich 
I consider indispensable; and as it has not been insisted on in other North American colo-

\ 
nies, I am not prepared, if the other conditions are complied 1vith, to press for a fulfilment of 
th'is one, against the deliberate opinions of the Assembly . 

• 

9. ~ It will be desirable, with a view to t!le ·settlemenf of this qt1estion, that the Legislature 
should be called together at an early perjod. The circumstances indeed under \vhich the last 
Session terminated, \Vould, in any: case, render it incon~enient that ,t long interval should 
be allowed to elapse before another session is held. 

10. In order that you may be fully a\\1are of all that has passed in this country, I transmit 
to you COJlies of the representations in writing which have been ?nnde to me by the deleaates 
of both parties; and of the answers which I have caused to be returned to them. 

0 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obeaient humble servant, . 

GoVERNOR HAMILTON, &c., &o., &c. 
(Signed) G. GREY. 
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Despatches from the Secretary of t!tate :ro1· the Colonies. 

DoWNING STREET, ~ 
30th August, 1854. S 

S1R,-I transmit to you · a copy of a Despatch which I addressed by the mail of the 25th 
instant to the Governor General, on the subject of the recently ratified Commercial Treaty 
with the United States. 

Her Majesty'~ Government sincerely trust tQat the common advantages which this Treaty 
will ecure to Her Majesty's subjects in North America \Vill be fully appreciated by the in
habitants of N e\vfoundland, and that its I-'egislature \vill readily acquiesce in passing any 

ill which may be requisite for giving effect to its provisions \vithin the Colony. , In propos
ing any measure for this pt1rpose, you will be guided by the suggestions wl1ich you may 
receive from the Governor General, in accordance with the last paragraph of tny despatch. 
to· Lord Elgin. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

<Signed) G. GREY~ 

GovERNOR HA~IILTON, &c., &c~ 

_ ............ -----i •. •~· 

(COPY) 
l>owN1NG STREET, i!. 

24th Aug-ust, 1854. S 

MY LoRn,-The de'spatch which you will have receive·d from Lord Clarendon by the la·sr: 
mail will have apprised you of the fact, that intelligence of th·e· ratification by the American· 
Government" of the Treat}', in the negotiation of \vhich \vith the U11ited States you have 
been recently concerned, has been i·eceived here, and I lose no· time in congratulating your 
Lordship on this auspicious result of the endeavour which you, and the advisers of your Cana
dian government, have so long ltsed for achieving this great object, and of the negotiation· 
with which your Lordship was rece11tly char_ged. . 

As yet, ho\vever, in consequence of the short time whic1' h·as elapsed since the 1·atification 
of the ,.freaty, I have not received from yourself a11y official account .of these transactions, 
nor have H.er 1\fajesty's Govern1nent been made a\Ya1·e of the contents of the Act passed by 
Congress for the purpose of ratifying the 'l,reat}r• 

I feel, therefore, that any instructions which I may address to you, must be imperfect, and 
their executio11 contingent on circumstances of which I am not yet fully informed. But as· 
th? Canadian Legislature is to meet early next month, I do not think it right to postpone on· 
this r'ccount any co1nmunication to you 011 this important subject. Assun1ing, therefore, that 

· tl1e Act of Congress is in conformity \vitl1 the tern1s of tl1e Treaty, aP<l that it embraces all the 
Provinces, I proceed to convey to you tl1e vie\vs entertained by Her l\1ajesty's Government 
as to the Legislative measures reouired to carry into full execution the purposes of the 
Treaty:- · ~ 
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Despatches Crom ·the Secretary oC State :for the Colc11ies. 

Article V. runs as follows:-" 'l,he present 1"reaty shall take effect as soon as the la,vs 
required to carr)' it into operatio11 shall have been passed by the Imperial Parlia~ent of 
Great Britain, and b}' the Provincial Parliainents of those of the British North American Colo
nies which are affected by th\s Tr~aty, on the one hand, and the Congress of the Uni~eci 
States on the other." 

This Article is, of course, not to be t1nderstood as if the assent of the Provincial Legisla
tures, or even of the Imperial Legislature, were necessary in order to enable the Cro,vn to 
execute a valid and binding Treaty with a Foreign Country. This is, in all countries, a pre
rogative of the Sovereign Power ; and in England the S~vereign Power quoad hoc is' vested 
in the Cro\vn. 

But the concurrence of the Legislatures may, nevertheless be required to abrogate existing 
Laws, which may be, in any respect inconsiste~t 'vith the intended Treaty; and it is in this 
sense that I conceive the provision of Article V is properly to be understood. The Par .. 
liament of the United Kingdom will .be applied to, for irstance, to repeal various provisions 
of the statt1te 59, Geo. III. c. 33, passed it1 conseqnence of the Convention 9f 1818 bet\veen 
Great Britain and the United States ; and possibly other existing Acts of Parlia1nent may 
present impediments \Vhich it will require such authorfty to re1nove. ' 

The Imperial Parliament has, fnrther, legal power ·to overrule any provisions of Colonial 
Law which may be in opposition to the Treaty: but it is scarcely necessary to say that to en
force that po\ver would be contrary to the principles on which the Government and Legislature 
of this country have long acted tovvards the inhabitants of I-Ier l\fajesty's Colonial Dominions. 
It will, therefore, be advisable to apply, in addition, to the several Colonial Legislatures, as 
has been assumed by your Lordsl1ip, in framing the Treaty. 

J 

. . 
The purposes. for which such application must be made, and the extent of thefr repealing 

or enabling provisions required, must be better l\:now_n to the Colonifil autho1·ities than to Her 
Majes.ty's Government. They would appear, however, chiefly to relate to tQe following sub
jects. The admission of American fishermen to the Colonial Fisheries within Article I, for 
which purpose certain· Acts of the Legislatures of Nov.a Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Edward Island "'ould require repeal: and tile adtnission of American prodt1ce duty free, un
der Article III. 

·For these purposes (to which your o'vn bette:r judgment and that of the Aut~orities 0£ 
the se,·eral colonies may perhaps add others) it is not proposed that Imperial Legislation 
should ue resorted t0, but that they should be provided for.by .the several Provincial Legis
latures, as SHecified in the 1'reaty.\ I entertain no <lo.ubt that they will readil¥. concun in 
passing the Acts necessary for this_ i1urpose. .. ' 

I shall se.nd a COi)Y of these Ins'tructions to the Lieutenant Govern.ors of the othe~ No~t4J 
American P1 ovinces- by the next mail; but tHey ~ \\1ilJ be directed only to act in conforrpity , 
'vith any~suggestions 'vhich they may recci ve from Your Lordship, and I have to request that 
you 'vill communicate \Yith then1 on the subject. , · 

~ . .. 
I have, &c., .. . 1 

( 

Governor, the Right Honble, 
') 

G. _GREY. 
(~ ... 

• l-
~ 

• / ; ' 

(Signed) 

6 A 

The Earl of ELGIN & KINCARDINE, K. G. &c., &c., &c. 
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ltf isee llaneo11s. 

COPY OF REPORT. FUOlVI J. P. NEVII"'L~ l~SQ., TO 1-TTS EXCEI_JIJENCY 1,HE 
GOVEllNOH, ON 'l'flt~ ~UBJ·EC'f OF IMPilOVING 1'HE SANITARY ST A~f E 
OF S'f. JOHN'S, BY SE·'1YERAGE .L4.ND DR.~INAGE. 

To Hts ExccLLENCY THE GovERNOR, &c., &c., &c. 

ST,. JoHN's, NEWFOUNDLAND, t 
l lth October, 1854. S 

1 

SIR,-I ha1re the honor to infor·m Your Excellency, that in accordance with your directions 
I ha,re inspected the 'f o\v11 '\vith a vie\v to a thorough systen1 of Drainage. 

,• 

rr.he caution to avoid any sc11etne involving great expense has a paralysing influence wher 
the total absence of any sanitary provisions is borne in mind-no drains-no pavements
nu1nerous small houses \Vithout back ledges-no places for the deposit of filth and ordt1re ex 
cepting the surface of unpaved alleys, and a total want of privies; the absence of all thest 
things renders a considerable ot1tlay necessary, par-ticu1arly when i~ is ren1embered that thc-
'vhole area of the Town is in the same lamentable condition. · 

Fortunately, the site of the 'l,own is divided into numerous-natural area of drainage by tl ~ 
short spurs [running North and Sot1th] of the n1ain ridge [East and '''est] on \vhich the 
place is situated, and this formation permits, or rather requires a sectional system of drainage .. 
By this I mean that any one portion can be. drained independently of another, for each has a 
separate outfall to the harbour. 

After these preliminary remarks, I will suggest the ot1tlines of a complete systen1. 1 'he 
head of the whole is the Military Road. In this, with nucnerous ramifications of small draing, 
the highest \Vaters should be collected. Increasing in bulk: as they fall, they should be collect
ed into a main drain in each of the principal streets having a Southerly direction. One it1 

Cochrane Street would be used for an area averaging 800 feet in \vidth (400 on each side). 
The King's Road, Prescot Street, [drainage Tarahan's 'I,o,vn,] the Cathedral Hill, Adelaide 
Street, [by the drain now making,] Queen Street, Flo,ver ff ill Firebreak, and other Streets , 
towards River Head [at present requiring small atte11tion,] have ·their natural drainage areas · 
independent of each other and to be._ dealt \vith as I have described., · 

The mouths of these drains in the harbour, at the coves, and under 'vharves, \vill t!lem
selve1 ultimately be a nuisance of no small magnitude. These places are the centres of in
dustry, and as such any efH.uvia there arising will be doubly pernicious. As long as drains 
empty themselves at those places the evil must exist, for no engineering skill can prevent the 
pollution of the neighbouring wateL These things all point out that the drainage of St. John's 
will not be complete without a main drain the entire length of Water Street, to receive the 
contents of all the othet drains and discharge the whole into the harbour at the point least 
likely to be injurious. 'fhis drain, from its size and consequent expense, cannot of course be 
contemplated for immediate construction, and it is the least_ essential part of the system. 

The most immediately indispensable drains, are:-

1. Prescott Street main, discharging in 'Hunter's Cove, to drain Tarahan's To\vn. 

2. Flower Hill Fire-break main, to drain the locality in the neighbourhood of Apple-tree
well, Hutching's Lane, &c., to take the place of a ditch now existing under numerous houses. 
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:-3. Coc11rane Street main, from Go,ver Street to the l1arbot1r, to take the \Yater now running 
in an open ditch [bet,veen housc>s] ft;om toe marsh on the South-side of the ~filitary Road . 

. 

4. Magotty Cove-a short covered drain, and the water-course deepened and straightened . 

.. Although iny directions referred only to drainage, I trust Your Excellency will permit me · 
the liberty of making a fe\v suggestions \\1hich do not strictly belong to that department, al
though i~tirnately connectec.I '"ith it, and essential to the health of the Town. 

It wot1ld be of tne greatest service to have pavements laid simultaneous with the construc
tion of drains, to prevent the degrading action of the surface \Vater about tq.e drain gratings, 
'vhich on gravel only, soon causes the anomaly of these openjng·s being higher than the sur
rounding surface. Pavements are essential to prevent that absorption of liquid refuse wl1ich 
wou1d tak:e place on a softer surface, to furn~sh material for pernicious vapot1rs. . . ~ 

l 

But the most important of all is a system of scav.engering, and I cannot but think tr1at 
this may be made self .. supporting, as the matter collected from houses, built, as the majority 
in St. Joh n's are, without . privies, would be of the most valuable descriptio~ for manure. 

These 'vorks cannot be made of the greatest possible good without legislative enactmentE 
requiring proprietors to construct branch drains fro1n t~eir properties. 

I have not alluded in any way to the 'vater supply, deficient as it is for domestic purposP-s~ 
because I think a sufficient power exists for flushing the drains in the contents of the nume· 
rous natural water courses whicl1 are no\V the chief and very poisonous drains . 

. 
I trust Your Excellency \vill accept this simply as an introductory Report. Shortly I shall 

be in a position to furnish the full details of the whole scheme accompanied with an estimate 
of its· probable cost. · 

In conclusion ma~ I be pernlitted to st1ggest that the healthiness of some crowded locali
ties might be much improved by opening streets through them. For instance, a street 
through Tarahan's Town, running North and South ot1t of the Queen's Road into Gower 
Street ; and the maintenance of the space recently cleared }?y fire in the neighbourhood of 
Queen Street, would be a great good. 

.. 

• 

Most obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. P. NEVILL. 
[ • f' 

f 

• 

• 
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DOCUMENTS. IK REFERENCE .TO AARON HOGSETT, ESQ, 

DOWNING STREET, 1· 
29th August, 1854 . 

. 
S1R,-I transmit to vou, copy of a fu1·ther correspondence which has taken place, respecting 

the case of Mr. Hogsett, between this Department and Messrs. Little and Emerson, and wish 
you to communicate the contents to your Executive Council for their consideration, and in 
order that a decisit>n may be ta1'en on it with as little delay as possible. 

GOVERNOR HAMILTON, 
&c., &c., &c., Newfoundland~ 

i have the honor to be, Sir, 
• 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

. [Signed} 

E .. -

G. GREY. 

TAv1sToc:: HoTEL, .~ 
I ... ondon, 17th August, 1854. S 

I 

S1R,-We have the honor to inform you tba~ \ve· have received a note from Mr. Hogsett, 
Clerk of the Peace for the District of St. J6hn·'s, Newfoundland, intimp.ting your desire that 
h~ should return to the Colony, otherwise he should not receive an·y part of his salary from 
the Government during his absence. ' 

It was \vell understoo.d in the Colony that I1e came to·this sid.e of the Atlantic to spend the 
remainder of his declining days on l1alf-pay, liaving been upwards of forty years in the public 
:)ervice, and his constitution was so sl1~ttered as to rencier him unable to discharge the duties 
of his office any longer. With the concurrence of the local Executive and the Assembly, an 
acting officer has discharged the duties of the office, and no inconvenience \Yhatever has been 
experienced by the public or any individual from tl1is arrangement, and no complaint has 
been made of it. 

.. . .. l 

No\\", we wol1ld ~enture to appeal to your feellngs of commiseration on behalf of l\1r. 
Hogsett, who 11as an aged wife and two daughters to support-one of then1 being a destitute 
\vido\v of a minister of the Church of England, having to maintain one or t\vo children by a 
econd husband, who is also dead. Mr. Hogsett h :"' S no rneans to rely upon but his half pay 
allo\ved . to him by the colony ; and his heal th is in such a precarious state that he cannot 
attempt to cross the Atlantic \Vithout endangering his life. 

Under these circumstEnces, 'Ye cannot see '''hat object can be secured by ordering him out 
to a colony, \Vh ~re hv diJ· no oilicial busiuess for so1ue years before he left it. ' Ve cennot for 
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a mo1nent imagine that yot1 '\vould do an act of such apparent harshness of yo
1

ur O\Vn accord, 
or at the instance of an)" one in or ~ut of the colony, if you were fully aware of the circt1m
stances. 

If he should be unfortunately sent out to Ne\vfoundland, and die on the passage, we d~ 
not hesitate to say that -very unpleasant inferences will be drawn against the Local Executive, 
and the acting officer, 'vho is a brother-in-law of Mr. Noad, the Surveyor General of the 
Island, 'vhile l\!lr. Hogsett's son is a Liberal meinber in the Assembly. 

Confiding in your kindly feelings, a11d apologising for interfering in a matter of so delicate~ 
1 character, 

We 11ave the h·onor to be, Sir, 

Your most hl1mble 
I • 

.L\nd very obedient se-rvants, 

# , • { J " ... ... . ,'- P. F. LITTLE. 

G. H. E~1ERSON. 
' . 

,, , 
.. ---~ 

. 
DowNrNG STREET, l 

29th .~ugust, 1854. 5 
t ' I 

, GENTLE~IEN,~In ans,ver to your.letter of the 17th of this mo11th respecting Mr. Hogsett; 
I a1n directed to express Secretary Sir Geurge Grey's full appreciation of the unfortunate 
case of that gentleman, whose interests yolt have so \Varmly a(lvocated. But he does net con
sider that he wot1ld be justified in dealing \vith the public ft1r1ds of the people of i~e,vfound
lancl, by allo,ving a public officer, by his· own authority, to conti1111e to dra"\V half salary in 
tpis country without the prospect of returning to his duties. Any indulgence of this nature 
{and Sir George Grey is far from denying that such. indulgence 'vot1ld i11 this case be gene• 
rously a11<.l rightly afforded] must proceecl from the Assen1 bly which has the control over 
those funds, and nqt from himself. It \Vill give Sir George Grey, therefore, much satisfac
tion to hear, that the Governor has thought himself warranted i11 proposing to the Assembly the 
grant of a Retiring Pension to Mr. Ilogsett. But t111less the initiative is tht1s taken in the 
colony, he cannot feel jt1stified in allo\ving what m~1st probably be (according to your own 
statement) an indefinite leave of absence on half salary. 

2. Sir George Grey will, ho'\vever, perniit Mr~ I-Iogs~tt to remain in this cot1ntry although 
without half-salary, llntil a fair time has been allowecl to enaole tl1e proper authorities in 
Newfoundland to adopt this course if they think proper.. He has se11t a copy of this corres
pondence to the Goyernor and Mr~ Hogsett. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

HERMAN MERIV ALEo · 
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REPOR'r OF P. F. BITTLE, ESQ., M. H. A., DELEGATE ON FREE TRADE 
WITH THE UNlrfED ~['A·T~S. 

On my arrival in Halifax, I found a Telegraph message from Lord Elgin, the Governor
General 0£ Canada, requiring tile Delegates from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia to proceed 
to Quebec to meet Flis Lordship on the projected Treaty between Great Britain and the 
United States foi· the establishment ot Reciprocal Free Trade between the latter country and 
the British North Ame~riban ·colonies, ancl I proceeded acco1·dingly. 

. 
On Monday, tlYe 26th June 1854, af, the appointed Delegate of the Hot1se of Assembly 

of Newfoundland, I \vaitecl 11pon the Governor-General, in company with the Hon. Willia1n 
Young, D E legate from the government of Nova Scotia, the Hon. Messrs. Chandlier, and Par
telow, Delegates from the governm'e .. nt of New Brune'1vick, and the Hon. E. M. Archibald, 
Delegate from the Executive of Ne,vfoundlanct, His Lordship stated that he was particu
larly pleased to see the Delegates from Newfoundland, as he was left in much doubt and 
had mt1ch difficulty in dealing \Vith the interests of the colony in negociating the Treaty 
which he l1ad arranged 'vi th the U cited States Government on the subjects of Reciprocal 
Free Trade, and a mutual participation in the Fisheries of the British North American co
lonies and certain ports of the United States. 'fhat he \Vas very anxious to have consulted 
'vith Delegates from all these colonies, on bis return from England, before he proceeded to 
'Vashington to negociate ; but through some mistake, his letters to the Governor of Nova 
Scotia, 'vere not so construed. He had, ho\\,.ever, made himself 'vell acquainted \vith the 
details of the matters confided to him, and time being of inuch importance in bringing the 
negociation to a cluse, he \Vent to Washington with that view, taking 'vith him ~fr. Hincl\:s, 
Inspector General of Canada, ai1d Mr. Chandlier, the Delegate from N e\v Bruns,vick. He 
therefore trusted tliat the Delegates from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia wo11ld be satisfied 
that he intendecl no 'vant of deference to the wishes or opinions of the p·eople or of the Gov
ernment9 of these colonies in taking the course which, in his judgment, he deemed most con
dueive to theii· interests. His ~ordship then read the project of the rrreaty to l1S, which, 
after a fortnight's negociation, he had concluded 011 behalf of Great Britain and the British 
North America11 colonies, 'vith !t1r. Secretary l\larcy, on behalf of tli'e TJnited States ; and 
commented on each article as h'e proceeded·. His Lordship did not deem it usual to publish 
sueh a 'Treaty until the ratification had been exchanged ; he could not then furnisn the dele ... 
gates with a copy of it, but I nave sinfce obtained one, and it is as follows:-

THE FISHERY AND RECVIPROCI'FY TRE~TY . 

..& ':I:reaty ext'ending the right of fisl1ing, and regulating the commerce and navigation be
t\veen Her Britannic Majesty's possessions in North America and the United States, conclud
ed in the city of Washington on t11e 5th day of June, ,~nno Domini 1854, between the 
United· States · of America, and I1'er ~1ajesty the Quee11 of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

The government of tl1e United States, being equally desirous with Her Majesty the Queen 
of Great Britain, to avoid further mis11nderstanding between their respective citizens and sub
jects in regard to the extent of the right of fishing on the coasts of Britis1' North America 
secured to each by Article A. of a conv.ention between the United States and Great Britain, 
signed at London, on the 20tli day of October, 1818, and being also desirous to regulate the 
commerccrand navigation betwee;u. their respective territories and pe.Jple, a11d more especially 
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.. 
bet\veen :ijer Majesty's possessions ir1 North America, and the B nited States, in such a man-
ner as ta render the same reciprocally beneficial anCl satisfactory, have respectively11amed ple
nipotentiaries to confer a11d agree tliereon-tnat is to say, tl1e Pres\dent of the United States 
of Ameica, William L. Marcey, Secretary of State of the States, and Her Majesty, the Queen 
of Great Brit~in and Ireland,:[ ames, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine Lord Bruce and Elgin, a 
Peer of the United Kingdom, Knight of .tlie most ancient and most noble Oraer of the rfhistle, 
and Governor General in and over all Her Britahnic Majesty's Provinces on the Continent 
of North America, and .in and 0\1er the Island of Prince Edward, who, after having communi
cated ta each pther their respective full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed 
upon tne following articles :-

ARTICLE I .-It is agreed by the nigh contracting parties, t!lat in addition to the liberty 
secured to the United States fishermen by the above mentioned convention of .1818, of taking, 
curing ~n .. d drying fi.sh on certain coasts of the British North American colonies therein de
n iecl, lJ~e i.nbabita11ts of the United States, shall have in common with tne subjects of her Bri
tannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish of every kind except shell fish, on the sea coasts and 
shores, and in the bays, harbors and c1·eeks of Canada, New Bruns\\"ick, Nova Scotia, Prince 
Edward Island, and of the several Islands thereunto adjacent, without being restricted to any 
distance from the shore, with pe1·1nission to land t1pon' the coasts and shores of these colonies 
and the Islands thereto, and upon the ~fagdalen .Islands, for tl1e pur1Jose of drying their nets 
and curing their fish-provided that i11 so doing they do not interfere with the rights of private 
property, or witl1 British fishermen, in the peaceable use of any part of the said coast in their 
occupancy for the same purpose. . It is understood that the above mentioned liberty applies 
solely to the sea-fishery, and that salmon and shad-fisheries, and all fisheries in rivers and 
mouths of rivers are hereby reserved exclusiYely for British Fishermen. And it is further 
agreed, that in order to prevent or settle any disputes as to the places to which the reservation 
of exclusive right to British }-.,ishermen, contained in this article, and that of fishermen of the 
United States, contained in the next succeeding article, apply, that to each of the high con 41 

tracting parties, on the application of eithe-r to the other shall, within six months thereafter, 
appoint a Commissioner. 

The said Commissioners, before proceeding to any business, shall make and subscribe a 
solemn declaration, that they \vill impartially and carefully decide, to the b~est of their judg
ment, and according to justice and equity, without fear, favor or affection to tl1eir own coun· 
try, upon all such places as are intended to be reserved and excluded from the common 
liberty of fishing under this and the next succeeding article, and such declaration shall be 
entered on the record of their proceedings. 

. . . . 
The Commissioners shall name som~ third person to act as arbitrator or umpire in any 

cause or causes on which t11ey 1nay tl1emselves differ in opinion. If tliey should not be able 
to agree upon tne name of such person, they shall each name a person, ana it shall be de
termined by· lot \Vhich of the two persons so named shall be arbitrator or umpire in cases of· 
difference or disagreement between the Commissioners. 

'l,he person so to be chosen to be arbitrator or umpire shall, before proceeding to act as· 
such in any case, make and s11oscribe a solernn declaration, in a form similar to that which 
shall already have oee-n made and subscribed by the Commissio·ners, which shall be entered 
on the record of their proceedings. 

In the event of the deatli, absence, or incapacity of either ofithe Commissioners or the at. 
bitr'ator, or umpire, or of their or liis omitting, declining or ceasing to act as auch Commis-
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sioner, arbitrator, or umpire, another and different person shall be appointed or named, as 
aforesaid, to act as S"..1ch Commis~toner, arbitrator, or urnpire, in the place and stead of the person 
so originally appointed or nam·ed as aforesaid, and shall make and subscribe st1ch declaration 
as aforesaid. 

• I , 

Such Con11nissioners shall proceed to ex.amine the coasts of the North American Provinces · 
and of the U nitecl States emb.racecl within the provisions of the first and second artjcle of this 
T !·eaty, and shall designate the places reserved by the said articles fro~ the common right of 
fishing therein. vl,he aecision of the Commissioners,. and of the arbitrator or umpire, shall 
be given in \\·riting i11 each case, anrl shall be signed by them respectively. Tl1e l1igl1 
contracting parties hereby solemnly engage to consider the decision of the Commissioners 
jointly._ or of the arbitrator or t1mpire, as the case may be, as absolutely final and conclusive 
in each case decided upon by them or him respectively. 

ART 2.-It is agreed by the high contractin·g parties that British st1bjP-cts shall have, in 
··common with the citizens of tl1e United States~ the liberty to take fish of every kind except 
shell-fish, on the eastern sea-coasts and shores of the United States. north of the thirty-sixth 
parallel of north latitude, and on the shores of the several islands thereto adjacent, and in the 
bays, harbors and creel{s of tl1e said sea, the coasts and shores of the lTnited States and of the 
said island, \Vit.hout being i·estricted to any distance from the shores, witl1 permission to lancl 
upon the said coasts and shores of the United States and of the islandR aforesaid, for the 
purpose of drying their nets, and curing their fish, provided that in so doing they do not interfere . 
'vi th the rights of ~roperty, or 'vitl1 the fisheri:ieR of the lJ ni~ed States, in· the peaceable use of 
any part of the said coast in their occupancy for the same purpose. 

It i$ untlerstoocl that tl1e above mentioned liberty applies solely to the· sea fishery, and that 
salmon and shatl fisheries and all fisheries in the rivers and 1not1ths of rivers are hereby reserre(l 
exclusively for fishermen of the United States. 

ART. 3.-It is agreed that the articles enumerated in the schedule ~eret1nto annexed .. being 
the gro\vth and produce of the aforesaid British Colonies or of the United States, shall be ad-
mitted into such country -respectively free of duty. · · 

scuE: DULE 
. . . 

Grain, flour, and breadstli:ffs of all kind·s ; animals of all kjnds ; fresh, smoked a11d salted 
meats, cotton, wool, seeds and vegetables ; undried fruits ; fish of all kinds ; products of fish 
and all creatures living in the water; poultry, eggs; hides, furs, skins, or tails undressed; 
sto11e or marble it1 its crude or undressed state; slate; butter, cheese, tallovv ; lard, horns, ma
nt1res, ores of rnetals of all kinds; coal ; tar, pitch, turpentine, ashes; timber and lumber of 
all kinds, round, he\ved, and sa\ved, manufactured in whole or in part; firewood; plants, shrubs, 
and trees; pelts, \Vool; fish oil ; rice, broom-corn and bark; gypsum .. gro11nd or unground; 
hewn or wrought or l1111vrought burr or grindstones; dye-stuffs; flax, hemp, and tow, unn1a
nufactured ; unmanufactnred tobacco; rags. 

· ART. 4-It is agreed that the citizens and inhabitants of tl1e United States, shall 11ave the· 
:right to navigate tl1e river St. La\vrence and the Canals in Canada, used as the means of comrnt1-
nicating bet'\veen the great Lak:es and the Atlantic Ocean, with their vessels, boats, and crafts, 
as full)· as the subjects of her Britannic i\1ajesty, subject only to the same tolls and other assess
ments as now o.r may hereafter be exacted of Her l\tlajesty's said subjects, it being understood,. 
however, that the British Government retains the right of suspentling this privilege on giving· 
due notice thereof to the Government of the United States; 
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It is further agreed, that if at any time the Britisli Government should exercise the said 
reserved right, the government of the United States shall have the right of suspending, if it 
thinks fit, the operation of Article 3 of the present 'freaty, in so far as the Province of Ca
nada is affected thereby, for so long as the suspension of tile free navigation of the river St. 
Lawrence or the Canals may continue. 

It is further agreed that British subjects shall'' have the right freely to navigate Lake 
i1ichigan with their vessel~, boats, and crafts, so long as the privilege of navigating the river 
St. La\vrence, sect1red tu Amei·icans by tl1e above clause of the present article, shall continue; 
and tl1e Government of the United States ft1rther engage to urge upon the State Govern
ments to secure to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty the use of the several Canals on 
terms of equality \Vith the inhabitants of the United States. 

It is further agreed, that no export duty, or other duty, shall be levied on lumber,' or tim
ber of any kind cut on that portion of the American territory in the state of Main, waterecl 
by the river St. John and its tributaries, and floated down that river to the sea, wlien the 
same is shipped to the United States from the Province of New Brttnswick. 

ART. 5. The present Treaty shall take effect as soon as the laws required to carry it into 
operation shall have been passed by the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and the Pro
vincial Parliaments of those of the Brit~~h North American Colonies which are affected by 
this Treaty, on the one hand, and by the Congress of the' 1United States on the other; such 
assent having been given, the ,.rrreaty sha11 remain in force for ten ~years from the date at \Vhich 
it may come into operation :-and furthe.r until the expiration of t\velve months after either 
of the high contracting parties shall give notice to the other of its \vish to terminate the 
same, each of the high contracting parties bbing at liberty to give such notice to the other, 
at tr1e end of the said term of ten years, or at wariy time afterwards. 

It is clearly t1nderstood, however, that this stipulation is not intended to affect the reserv· 
ation made by Article 4. of the p resent 'freaty, with regard to the right of temporarily sus-
pending the operation of Articles 3. and 4. theregf. . . 

AB.T. 6.-And it is hereby further agreed, that the provisions and stipulations of the fore
going .t\.rticles_ shall extend to the Island of Newfoundland, so far as they are applicable to 
that colony. But if the Imperial Parliament, the Provincial Parliament of Newfoundland, 
or the Congress of the United States, shall not embrace in their la,vs, enacted~ for carrying 
th is Treaty into effect, the colony of N e,v{oundland, then this A riicle shall be of ~no effect ; 
but the omission to n1ake provision by la"v to give it effect, by either of the Legisiative}Bodies 
aforesaid, shall not in any way impair the remaining Articles of this Treaty .. 

• "\RT. 7,-rfhe present Treaty shall be duiy ratified, and the mutual' 'exchange of ratifica
tions sl1all take place in Washington, within six months from the date thereof, or earlier if 
possible. 

' 
Ia faith whereof, we, .. the respective Plepipotehtiaries, have signed this Treaty, and have 

hereunto affixed our Seals. 

Done in triplicate, at Washington, tl1e 5th daJ1 of June, Anno Domini, One Thousand 
Eight Hu11dred and Fifty ~ Four. , , l 

W. L. MARCY, 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE [L. s.J 
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I-Iis Lordship stated that he bag cqn~ended for the Registry of British Colonial Vess~ls id 
the United States, but he found tha~ if he insisted on such a stipulation, he should only have 
endangered the whole measure, as Congress would not, he was assured, sanction it at present. 
He had no doubt, however, from the increased carrying trade which the free admission of coals 
into the United States, and the general operation of the 'freaty would b~ found to secure to 
British Colonial Vessels, that no inconvenience or loss \vould be felt on this head by the Colo-· 
nists, and when the Americans should find, as they 'vould very soon, that the Colonial Vessels 
could be built, and consequently sailed, cheaper than American Vessels, which would give 
the Colonial shipping the com1nand of the inter-Colonial carrying trade and the carrying trade' 
wjth th~ United States, tl1ey would gladly relinquish that restrictiqn and permit the colonists 
to participate fully in the American coasting trade which would of course secure the registry 
of British Vessels in the United States. 

'Vith reference to the abolition of the .American bou~ties,. he found it un\ivise and useless to· 
urge their abandonment. 'l,hey were a mere matter of internal state policy, and would fall as 
a matter of course when the produce of the British Fisheries should be adrnitted into Ameri
can markets duty free, for it would then be impossible for the American Government to pre- . 
vent fraud ia the introduction of British fish· for American caught fish for the purpose of 
obtaining the bounties. 

This being evident, he did not press this qt1estion up·on: the consideration of the American 
Government. 

A.s to the retention of an ad· valorem a~uty in N e~~foundland he f6u!Jd great difficulty ip Jeal
ing with that subject, as he had with the question of admitting, N e\Yfot1ndland into t11e r1~reaty. 
When he left England he anticipated no diffi.c.ulty in relation to that colo_ny in· the general 
arrangements applicable to ihe oth'er colonie's, but t\vo days before.he left Washington, he 
received despatches from London in reference to Nelvfoundland, \vhich considerably embar
rassed him. He liad, however, made the best terms he could effect for the colony, and it \vas~ 
possible that Congress might r.nake an exception_ in favor of its retention of an ad valorem 
duty for mere pt1rposes of revenl1e, but the insertion of such a clause '"°ouid have been at vati
ance with the general bearin·g of the 1,reaty, and he had therefore to tak~ the matter as \t no\v· 
stood. 

As to the passing o( laws by the respective colonies in accordance with the terms of the 
Treaty, there was no time defined for that, but .it lvas worthy of consideration whether such a 
course would be desirable upon the Treaty bPing sanctioned by tPe American Senate; or .if 
Congress rose without embodying it into a law, whether it would be expedient to pass condi
tional acts in the colo.nies to come into force upon the Proclamation of the Governor to follow 
the passing of a similar law of Congress.' These were points on \vhich he would wish to have~ 
the views of the Delegates. 

The Delegates entered fully into a frank disct1ssion of all the stipulations of th~ Treaty. 
and having expressed their satisfaction with their general bearing without their undertakivg 
to bind the Governments they respectively represented, promised to consider the matters s11b
mitted to them. His Lordship stated that it gave him much pleasure to find that his efforts· 
to benefit the colonies had proved successful, and that he would be happy to have a further 
interview with the Delegates on the following day at two o'clock, to receive any furt~er s~g-· 
gestions which they might be· pleased· to mal{e. _ · 
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Miscella11eo11s, 

' • • ~ f' 

I \Vaited ripori His Lordship ori the following day with t11e other Delegates, arid having 
stated that the retention of the bounties by the Americans 'vould be unfavourably received 
by the people of Newfoundland, and that I should \Vish to ·understand clearly if it was proba
ble tl1at Congress would make an exception in favor of this colony, to pern1:t it to impose for 
the mere purposes of revenue an ad valorem dt1ty of five per ce11t. on imports, His Lord
ship stated that he had no reason to fear the effects of the bounty on our fishermen, as the}· 
would alway~ comm:a11d counterbalanci11g advantages over the Americans ; but as to the 
retention of the duty, he did not feel himself justified in holding out any hopes to that effect . 

. 

. Such is the 'Treaty, and it 'vill be for the Legislature to detertnine on availing of its terms if 
they wish to participate in its advantages. It has since been i 4 atified by tne Imperial and 
American Governments, and.has been or "vill be accepted by Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns
wicl{, and Prince Ed\vard Island ~vithout opposition. Although it does not contain a provision 
which the Assembly desired for the abolition of the American b'ou11ties, and the retention of a 
certain amount of duty; it secures for the colony in every other respect all the ad vantages for 
which the Assembly successfully contended, and I have no hesitation in saying, that it is ow
ing solely to the exertions of the.Assembly and its .Delegates to America and England last year 
~hat Newfoundland has been included in the Tteaty. It will, therefore, remain for the Assein· 
ply to adapt its Revenue Bill to meet its terms, if the produce of our fisheries is to be admitted 
into the marl{ets of the Union t1pon equal terms with similar produce of the neigl1bouring 
colonies. 

. 
All \vhich is respectfully submitted. 

r • 

P. F. LlTl,LE: 

EVIDENCE TAI\EN BEFORE T.HE SELEc'T COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE INTd 
THE MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE MAIL SERVICE, BETW~EEN S'D~ 
JOHN'S AND HALIFAX. 

The Select Committee appointed to inquire i11to the man11er in which the Packet Service is 
carried out bet,veen St. John's and Halifax, beg to report, that they have taken the evidence 
of several gentlemen on the subject whose testimony they beg to annex :'-. 

.. 'l,he Committee think the facts set forth in the evidence demand that the attention of the 
Ho!11e Government be directed to the subject with a view to· the co'rrect.ion of the evils com_.. 
plained of. 

A. SHEA, Cliairman.· 
. 

P. F. LITTLE, 

G. 1. HOGSETT~ 

c ·oMMITTEE RooM, ~ 
Nov. 24th, 1854. 5 
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N1caoLAs ?ti UDGE, EsQ., Merchant . 

. I was ·a pa~s~nger in the Merlin from St. John's to Halifax, in September last. It was 
then generally stat~d on board that the ship's boilers were in a very defectiv·e state and she 
could not be pressed in eonsequence. After being in the States for some time, I re
turned to Halifax with a vie\v of taking passage for St. John's on the 12th October, and my 
business arrangements were made accordingly. Ori my arrival in Halifax, I called at Messrs. 
Cunard's office and inquired respecting the steamer for St. John's. I \Vas told there was no 
steam conveyance, the Merlin being unfit in consequence of her boilers being worn out, and 
the Ospray having a short time previously been chartered to bring \vreclred goods fron1 St. 
John's to Philadelphia. On the following morning, Friday 13th, I called again and inquired 
as to their intentions respecting a conveyance. The reply was, there was none, that a sailing 
l'essel had been offered and that if I called again I should get an ans\ver. I called next day 
(Saturday) and was then told the Brigantine Orion was engaged to tal{e the mails, but this 
vessel did not leave Halifax until Monday the 16th, four days after the r~gular period for the 
transmission of the mails. Three gentlemen from the States who accompanied me to Halifax 
on their way to St. John's on business, returned home on finding that the ust1al conveyance 
by steam was not available, and I was compelled to remain seventeen days in Halifax, as the 
Orion \Vas unfit for passengers; I \vaited for the next Boat. The mails fron1 Boston arrived 
on }'riday morning 27th October. The Ospray did not arrive from Philadelphia until Mon
day morning 30th and left for St. John's with the Mails at 3 o'clock that evening, nearly fo11 r 
days behind tl1e time when the)T should have been sent. 

NICHOT~~1.S lVlUDGE. 

JAl\IES B. Woon, EsQ, Merchant. 

I arrived in Halifax from Canada on Wednesday the 11th October. I 'vent to talre pas-
sage for St. John's at Cunard's office that evening. I was told nothing could be done and 
was asked to call in the morning. The Merlin was then lying at the wharf, declared to be 
unfit for service. I called as desired on Thursday morning, and was then told that no arrange
ment would be made until after the sailing of the Alps then at .the wharf, embarking troops 
for England. On the following morning (Friday) I called again-saw Mr. Cunard who told 
me to call at one or two o'clock-that he had been offered a vessel, but had not seen her-I 
called accordingly, but found that nothing had been done, and in the course of the evening I 
learned that the Orion had been chartereil. It was not until Saturday night (14th) that this 
vessel was ballasted and she remained in port until Monday morning; she then went to sea 
and retur11ed in the course of the day and fin.ally sailed on 'l,uesday. It was a matter of 
common notoriety both in St_._John's and in' Halifax during the whole of the past summer, 
that tlie Merlin's boilers were unsafe and shoula have been _renewed some time ago. The 
breaking down of this vessel was therefore a matter which had long been foreseen. 

JA~IES B. WOOD. 

----
EUGENIUS HARVEY, EsQ., Merchant. 

I am doing a large business with Canada and the States and my business arrangements are 
based on the transmission of the mails by steamers at reg\1lar periods. r«rhe recent derange-



l\Iiscelianco us. 

I 

ment of the mail se~vi9e from tl1e cause· referred to by: ~fessrs. Mudge and 'l,_~ood, w.hose state-
ments .I have 11eard-l1as been atten ... ded with serious inco11venience to me, and I ·belie\"e to 
all concerned in the tvade more or less. rl~he trade has st:1ffered on many oceasion..s £rom simi.,. 
]ar causes, and ~must continue to su .. ffer from time to time while the service is carr.ief.l out as 
now with so little regard to the interests of this place. If the grant now paid for the service 
~v.ere given to the colony·, I have no doubt an efficient a~rangement might be made for 
the conveyance of the mails by steam, antl the evils be obviated of \vnich the p1.1b'lic have· 
several time had cause to complain during the IJast few }'ears.-

E. HARVEY • 

. "----
h • 

PETER G. TESSIER, Es·Q,., Merchant, 
. 

I am conne.cted in business 'vith the United S.tates an,d Canada, and I consider the present 
arrangements for the conveyance of the mails· bet\veen this place and Halifax, a very inefflci-· 
ent one"I often causing great inconvenience and serious loss to the trade. When I speak df 
the inefficient character of the prEsent system, I refer specially to the fact \veil kno:wn during 
ihe 'past sun1n1er, that for many months past the boilers ofthe Merlin 11ave beenunfitfor the 
work she had to perforrn·, and that she was. permitted to co.ntint1e in tlie service notwith .. 
standing her very defective state. I refer also to th·e .permission given to the Contractor to em
ploy sailing vessels in case of accident happening to the steamer-a pern1ission 'vhich proba
bly influenced the continuance of the Merlin long after she \vas unfit for the service. Dn a 
late occasion the mails \Vere received by a sailing vessel, the Merlin having at last broken 
do"vn, which mails left Boston 011 Wednesday, 11th of October, arri,·ed at I-Ialifax on the 12th 
and should have been here by s tea1ner on t he 16th. I have heard that this sailing Tessel 
was not despatched from Halifax until the 16th , whereas she should have been ready on the 
13th. This n1ail did not arrive here un:il tl1e •t4Jh. Return ffiail~ we ·e made up on the 26th, 
this being the day on wl1ich in the usual course they )Vere due and "~ouid 11aYe been re~eived. 
in Bosto11. 'l"he only 'vay in whicl1 the present arrangement can be made efficie11t, i~ to re
store t11e clau~e in the original cor1tract by ''vhich a reserve boat \Vas provided, but which · 
clause has since been witl1dra\vn. , 

"" # 

, I concur in the opini9n express.ed by Mr. Uarvey, i.hat if the Home Government could be 
induced to grant to the col.ony the amount already p.aid: for that service it would be 'veil . and 
efficiently perforn1ed. · 

P. G. TESSIER. 

J oHN M'GREGOR, EsQ., Mercl1ant, 

I consider the mail service as at present carl'ied out, (the cotitractors having poWer to lay on 
a sailing vessel, apparently when tl1ey please) a serious inj~q.ry to the trade of the colony · 
T~e only way to remedy the evil is to have a ' rese ·ve steamer in case of accident. It :.a~ a 
subject of common remark during tne whole se~son, tpat the boilers of the Jlerlin were nea~l]: 
worn out and incapable of bftaring the ordinary pressure. 
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u·nder thesA circumstances the vessel shot1ld have been laid up for repair some months ago:. 
'fhe breakdow11 'vhich has since taken place was Jong expected if they persisted her in keep·: 
ing her employed. The employrnent of a sailing vessel to take the Merlin's place has 
cat1sed considerable derangement in the trade, particularly at the present time when the ex
cited state of the flour and grain markets renders systematic communication on which the 
trade had been relying, a matter of much consequence. If efficient steamboats be employed;~ 
I think the ar1·angements are good in other respects. 

J. MAC GREGOR.-

W. L. ANTHONY, EsQ., Merchant,-

! consider the mail service between this and Halifax to be inefficiently performed on ac~ 
count of the several occasions on which sailing vessels have 'been emplo)'ed to carry the' 
mail~. 'fhe steamer J.l:lerlin has, been reported during the last six months, to be unfit for 
service owing to the defective conditio~! of her boilers ; and had there been an efficiev. t carry A 

ing out of the service, this vessel would have been laid up for repairs son1e months ago. The 
boilers of this vessel, having at length beco1n~ { wholly ~nfit, and her e1nployment no longer 
possible, she was laid up at Halifax, to go to England, it is said, under canvass. 

The substitution of sailing Yessels for stea1n comm u·ni.cation causes an evil of a very aggra
vated form, in t_he disappointment occasioned to commercial operations. 'Vere people not led 
to believe in regularity of communication, under ordinary circumstances, expecting the mails 
to be conveyed by steam, they would have oppo~tunities of making different arrangements. 
I consider it would, of the t\YO evils, be better to have no steam communication \\'hatever, than. 
to have it so irregularly. as has been the case \vith this colony. I have little do11bt, that if 

~he subsidy paid by the British governrrierit for tl1is service, no'v so indiffere11tly carried ol1t, 
were ·paid to the colony instead, the direct con1munication between St. John's and flalifax. 
might be l{ept up witl1 great satisfaction to all. 

. 
Public rumour asserts, and I believe it, that the present contractor is ufterly indifferent to· ... 

tl1e annoyances the trade may suffer, or how much inconvenience may .aris~ from the want of 
suitable conveyances for our mails and passengers to and from Halifa~,. because this colony 
did not, as was expected. a few years since, vote an additional sum of money from its owa 
resources, for the service, besides the one paid by the Home Go·vernment. ~ 

W .- L. ANTHONY.: 

Wiu.rA.M BoYn, EsQ., Merchant,-

I participate in the general dissatisfaction which exists in the community reg'arding the 
mail packet service. The Merlin was spoken of during the \Vhole of the past season as unfit 
for e1nployment. Very serious mercantile inconvenience has resulted from the late breakdown .. 
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of that vessel and the employn1ent of a sailing vessel, and these evils we shall continue to be 
exposed to, unless a reserve steamer be kept in Halifax to serve in case of need. 

WILLIAl\f BOYD. 

~ 

THOMAS R. SMITH, EsQ., Merchant,__: 

The irregularity wtth which letters are transmitted by the present mail conveyance causes 
great inconvenience and loss to the Trade. Competent judges thot1ght the Merl1in should 
have been taken off the line some months ago, owing to the very defective condition of her 
boilers. 'I'he breakdown appears the n_ecessary and dreaded consequence of her continued 
employment. If the amount now paid for the conveyance of the mails were offered to com
petition, it would procure the efficient carrying out of this .servjce. The vessels required for 
this service should not be permitted to engag~ in any casual employment. 

TI-IOS. R. S~1ITH., 

, . 

. 
P .A.'rRICK TASKER, EsQ., ~1erchant,-

~ • I ... 

. The feeling of dissatisfaction is general with regard to the carrying out of the mail service 
bet-~veen Halifax and this port-partict1larly in consequence of t he occasional employment of 
sailing vessels \Vhich causes great uncertainty in the operations of l 'rade. In 1·rade arrange
ments, such as orders for Ins-urance and Bill transactions, serious consequences must almost 
nticeRsarily result from a deviation in the regular transmission of the mails. I see no remedy 
for these evils but in the restoration of the clause in the original contract by which the con
tractor was obliged to k~ep a reser.ve steamer in case of accident. I know as a matter of fact 
that the l'rferlin was q.nfit for service for months before her recent breakdDwn, arising from·the1 

defective condition of her boilers, .&c.,. and as this fact \Vas \vell known to the contractor, he 
was not '\\.,arranted in employing the Ospray for mercantile purposes; and \\'·ould not ·have· 
don·e so had he cared to carry out the spirit and intention of his contract .. 

PATRICK TASI\ER . 

...,..__ ---~...,.~------. 

. 
EwEN STABB EsQ., Merchant,~ 

I have heard Mr. Tasker's evidence, and concur generally therein. The community were· 
naturally much annoyed \Vhen on a recent occasion, . they saw the Ospra.y steamer, which was 
11sually employed in the mail service, arrive here fo take away wrecked goods, while the 
mails were being conveyed in a sailing vessel which took eight days to get here. The com
mu11ication with Sydney \\yhich is a part of the mail contract was entirely suspended by this 
circumstance. The employmen~ of sailing vessels bas often taken place during the last few 
years. 

E ~VEN ST ABB. 
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ROBERT PRows"~' ~SQ, ~ferchant,-

I conct1r in the evidence of Mr. Tasker and Mr. Stabb, and have further to state that in t11e 
continued en1ployment of the Merlin during the past season, there \Vas manifested a gz eat 
disregard of life-the vessel having been notoriously inefficient in the condition of her boilers• 
and machinery, and' w·ould be unable to get off a lee-shore in an ordinary gale. Fron1 the· 
well-kno\vn defective condition of this vessel it is a matter of great surprise that t!ie autl10-
rities whose province it is to see to the efficiency of the vessel on the line, should l1ave al· 
lowed her to be continued in the service. 

ROBERT PRO,VSE. 

WM. BARNES, EsQ., ~Iercl1ant,-· 

I concur in the testimony of Messrs. Tasl{er, Stabb at1d Pro\\rse. If the m'ail service be not 
carried out better than of late it has been, I think it would be better to abolish it, as then 
the mercantile community would not be led astray by relying on a systematic communicatio11 
which has so often failed. If the grant of £4150 sterling, no\V given by the British Govern
ment for this service '\Vere handed over· to the colony, I ha\"e no dot1bt that an arrangement 
could be made for the satisfactory transmission of the mails by steam·. From the experience· 
of the past, I thinlr the control of the service, as far as regards tPis colony sltot1ld be ~?itl1 
the local government, and not \vith the admira~, \vbo appears to have no interest beyond the 
regular transmission of the Bermuda mails.· The Merlin \Vas employed long· after she \vas 
unfit, o'ving to her defective machinery, and such "cases have before occurred, thougl1 these 
vessels are subject to the admiral's approval. The mail before the last \vas twelve days i11 

reaching this place from the tin1e of its arrival at Halifax, and this n1ait contained 1nany 
orders for insurance on cargoes · from the' States, which cargoes might have bee11 lost before 
the arrival of the said orders,--the run from the United States ha~ing been repeatedly made 
here in six days by sailing vessels. The trade with the States is very large, _and the regular 
transmission of correspondence is therefore matter of much importance. 

'VILLl.~ii. BAitNESo.~ 
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ACTS OF THE GENER~t\.L ASSEMBLY-

Passed during the present session and assented to by Proclamation, 1374!3 

ADDRESSES TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIE'S_: .. 

On the subject of the conduct of His Excellency the GoYernor in not holding the 
General Elections, and praying for his removal, 127, adopted, and Address to the 
Governor reql1esting him to forward the same, 131. 

Informing him of P. F. Little, Esq .. , being appointed a Deleg~te to the Imperial 
Government, 132. 

ADDRESSES TO THE HOUSE Of L_ORDS AND COMMONS~ 

On the st1bject of the conduct of His Excellency the Governor, in not holding the
General Elections and praying for his removal, 132. 

ADDRESSES TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-

No. I ... Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency's Spee·ch at the opening of 
the Session, Reported from Select Con1niittee and read 1st time, 6, 2nd time, 
59, rules suspended 59, committed and reported "\Vitl1 Amer1dments, 60, read 3rd 
time and passed, 61, 1>resented to His Excellency and reply, 63 . 

.No. 2 ... Requesting His Excellency to cause copi~s of Despatches from the Secre
tary of State on the st1bject of tlesponsible Government to be laid before th·e· 
House, 62, reply-, 63 .. 
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No. 3 ... In reply to His Excellency's message requesting authority to expend a st1m 
of money for protecting the public health, 67. 

No. 4 ... In reply to His Excellency's message on the subject of a 8uspending clause 
being added to the Representation Bill, 74. 

No. 5 ... Reql1esting His E~celleney to infol'm that House \vhat action has been 
take11 on the Address of last sessio'"n in reference to the conduct of Judge Des. 
Barres on the Southern Circ11it ... ia· 1852 and 1853, 79, reply, 113. 

No. 6 .. • Requesting Returns of Expenditt1re for the Poor and other services for 
1854, to be laid before the House, 79, reply, 115. 

- . 
No_. 7 .. -. In i·eference to the· salary of ~aron Hogsett, Esq., 94, reply, 113, corr~ .. a·~ 

pondence relating to, Appendix,_ 14. 

, . . 

No. 8 ... Requesting that His Excellency will pleased to be cause to be laid be~ 
fore the House the information asked for i11 tl1e Address of the 11th in st. i n~ 
reference to the conduct of the Hon . .1 Judge Des Barres, on the Southern Circuits 
in the year 1852and1853, 103, reply, 113. 

No. 9 •.. Requesting His Excellency to forward the Resolutions reported from Com
mittee of the Whole on Free Trade with the United States to· the British Minister 
at V\' ashington, and the Secretary of State for the colonies~ I 05. 

No. 10 ... Requesting His Excellency to cal1se to be forwarded to H. A. Emerson 
Esq., Solicitor General the ha!f of the an:Ctual sa:lary granted to him, 106. 

No. 11 ... Reqnesting His E'xcel°leney to cause t'o be laid before the House a copy 
of his Despatch to the Secretary of State on tl1e subject of a suspending cl a·use 
being added to the Representation Bill, I 06, reply, 114. 

No. 12 ... ln reference to holdi'ng the Elections, reported from Com-mi'ttee of the· 
whole on the state of the Colony, 117, division in Committee, 118, reply, 119, , 
120. 

No. 13 ... Requesting His E'xcellency to forward· the Address to the Secretary of 
State, praying for His Excelie·ncy's removal from t1'e government of this colony,· 
131, reply; 138. 

No. 14 ... Requesting His Excellency to forward the Address to the Secretary ot
State, informing him of P. F. Little Esqr., being appointed a Delegate to· the· 
Imperial Gover11ment, 132, reply, 133. 

No. 15 .... Accompanying resolt1tions in reference to His Excellency's refusal to~ 
hold the Elections,< 133· .. 
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No. 16 ... In reply to Mr, Secretary Crowdy's letter, requesting that the Bills 
passed during the Session, n1ay be sent up for His Excellency's examination, 135 .. 

.No. 17 ... Accompanying Resolutions o~ the su·bject of the Revenue Bill, 135 . 

.ADJOURNMENT OF 'l'HE HOUSE-

Resolt1tion for, tili 10th January, 136. 

AS"EMBLY GENERAL-

Proclamations su·mmoning, see Preface. 
L 

Members of meet, 3. 

Speech of the Governor at opening of, 3· .. 

1tfr. Speaker informs the House of His Excellency's intention to prorogue, 135· .. 

Resolution to adjourn till 10th January, 136. 

Dissolved by 'Proclamation, 138. 

Act::t of ass·ented to by' Proclamation, 137. 

ASYLU~I LUNATJC--
.. 

Petition from Physician for grant to co111plete B'l1ilding, 65 ,: 

Grant to complete building, 92,· 

AUDIT SELEC'f CO~f~1ITTEE Olf-

Report of Select Committee of, 96. 

B.· 

BANK UNION OF NE,VFOUNDLAND-

Bill to inco·rporate, see Bills, No·; 4, 

:BIJ"I"S-

' .. 
' ·-

! ! ... , 

I _.,. 

No. 1 ... To increase the present number of Represen'tat'fves in the G·eneaal Assemblyi 
· read I st and 2nd time, 62, committed and reported \Vithout Amendment, 64:, 

read 3rd tin1e, passed titled and sent to fl. ~f. Council, 65, l\fessage . from H. ~f. 
Council requesting a conference upon A lnendments tnade by the Council t1pon, 
68, ~f essage to H. ~{. Council 11ot conse11ting t n conference requested, 69, Mes· 
sage from H. M. Council 'vith reasons for making ... '-\menElments on, 70, A111end· 
men ts read ~st titne, 72, l\lessage to H. M. Council not acceding to Amendments 
made by them, 72, Message from the Governor in reference to a suspe11ding clat1se 
being ad-ded to, 73, Despatch in reply to, 101, Address in replJ to, 7 4, Message 
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from H. ~f. Council receding from Amendments, 93, A:ddress to tl1e Governor on 
tlie subject of his i5espatoh to the Secretary of State in reference to a suspending 
clause being aCltled to, 106, reply, 114, G. A., 137. 

No. 2 ... For the encouragement of Education, read 1st time, 77, rules suspended,. 
read 2nd time, committed and reported with Amendments, 78, report adopted, 
78, read 3rd time, passed, titled, and message to H. M. Council, 94, passed H. M. 
Cottncil, 105, G. A., 137. .. 

No. 3 ... 'l"o provide for the Retiring Allowances of certain officers of Government,. 
read 1st time, 78, 2nd ti1ne, 94, con1mitted and reported with Amendme11ts, read 
3rd time, pa~sed, titled, and sent to H. ~f. Council, 100, l\fessage from H. M. 
Council in reference to Retiring Allo\vances to the Treasurer and Collector, I l 5, 
Message in reply to, 115, passed H. M. Council, 120, l\'lessage to H. M. Council, 
135, G. A~ 137. 

No. 4 ... To incorporate the Union Bank of Newfoundland, read I st time, 79, 2nd 
time, comrnitted and reported without Au1en<lment, read 3rd time, passed entitled 
and sent to H. M. Council, 82, passed H. M. Council, 102, G. A., 137. 

No. 5 ... To defray the civil expenditure for the year ending 31st December, 1854. 
Read 1st time, 99, 2nd time, committed and reported 'vith amendments., 100,. 
read 3rd time, I 01, passed, titled, and sent to I-I. ~tI. Council, 102, amer~ded by 
H. M. Council, read l&t time, and rejected, interfering witli privilege, 116, 

v 
No. 6 & 7 ... To defray the Contingencies of the past and pres~nt sessions of the· 

Legislature, brought in from Select Committee, read 1st and 2nd time, 111, 
con1mitted and reported witr1out amendment, read 3rd time, passed, titled, and 
sent to If. M. Council, 112. 

No. 7 .. To suspend for one }"ear, certain pai·ts of the Registratio.n Act, read 1st 
and 2nd iime, committecl and reported \Vithout a1nendment, read 3rd time, pass
ed, titled, and sent to H. ~i. Council, 118. 

BILLS FRO]_\JI H. ~I. C-

No. 1 ... To incorporate sundry persons by the· name of the Newfoundland Pro vi-~ 
dent Society, bro11ght down from H. M. Cot1ncil, 102, read 1st time, 103,. reso•· 
lution that the Bill be read this day six months, 103. 

BURG·EO AND La POILE. DISTRICT OF-

Resolution reported from Committee of Supply iu reference to registration of, 95 .. 

c. 

C:tE~K! OF TI-IE H0USE OF ASSE~1.BL Y -

His reply to ~fr. Secretarr· Cro\vdy's letter requesting that the Bills passeu this 
session may be sent up for I-Iis Excellency's exan1ination, 13-i .. 



I 

INDEX. 

c. t 

CLERKS OF THE PEACE OUTPORT-

Salaries voted, 87. 

COLLECTOR OF REVENUE--

Message from H. M. Council on the st1bJect of a Retiring Allowance to, 115, Mes• 
sage in reply to, 115. 

COLONY OF NEWFOUNDLAND~ 

Committee of the Whole OD State of, see committees of the Whole~ 

COMMITTEES OF THE WHOLE HOVSE-

On Supply, see Supply .. 

~~~ On Free Trade with the United States, see Trade· Free. 

On the state of the colony, 117, Address to the Governor reported from in refer• 
ence to _holding Elections, 117, Division in committee, 118, Replies of trJe Gov
ernor to, 119, 120, progress reported, 121, Resolt1tions, 122, amendment 
thereon negatived on division, 126, Resolutions adopted, 126. 

C01v1MITTEES SELEC1"-

To prepare Address of Thanl{s, 5, Report, 6. 

To re11ort upon the present mode ot repo1·ting and publishing the debates of the 
House. 63. 

To 1~eport upon the present mode of carrying out the Mail service. 73, report) 132,. 
i • Evidence, ... ..\ppendix, 21. 

On Contingencies. See Contingencies. 

Of Audit, report, 96. 

To draft Contingency Bills, 11 i, report, 111. 

To tal{e evidence as to the most favot1rable period for holding the General Elec-· 
tions, 121. 

CONFERENCE-

Message from H. M. Council', requesting with the Honse· in reference to amendment~ 
011 the Representation Bill, 68, Message in reply to foregoing,. 72. 

CONSTABLES OUTPOR1,-- , ,. ' 
"- " f • .._, A 

Salaries voted, 85. 



INDE~. 

CONTINGENCIES--

Select Committee to inquire into of the last and present sessions, 79, Report, 108. 

Message to H. M. Council requesting to be forwarded with amount o.f, 94. 

Message from H. M. Council with amount of, 107. 

Bills to defray of past and present session of the Legislature, reported from Select 
Committee, 111, See Bills No. 6 and 7. 

CROWDY HON. MR. SECRETARY-

Letter from, to the Speaker requesting that the Bills passed this session may be 
sent up for His Excellency's examination, 13~, reply to,. 134, 

CUSTOMS DUTIES OF-

Comparative statement for the three quarte_rs ~nded, 10th October, 1852, · o~ t.nd 
'54, Appendix, 7 .. 

D . ... ~ 

l>EBATES-

Select Committee to report upon the present mode of publishing and reporting, 63~. 

DELEGATES-

Report of to London to advo~ate Responsible Government, 7. 

Report of to Washington on the subject of F1·ee '1.,rade with the United States, 65 
Appendix, 16. 

Resolution of Thanks to, for their advocacy of-Othe c]aims of this Colony to Respon
sible Government, 66" 

Resolution appointing P. F. Little, Esqr., to the Imperial Government, 132. 

DES BARRES HON. JUDGE-

Addresses to the Governor requesting that he will be pleased to inform the House 
what action has been taken on the Address of last session in reference to his 
conduct on the Soll.thern Circuits of 1852 and 1853, 79, 103, reply, 113. 

DESPATCHEfS FRO~! THE SECRETARY OF STA'fE FOR THE COLONIES TO 
HIS EXCELL·ENCY THE GOVERNOR-

In r.eply to Address from the House of Assemblri praying for Responsible Govern
ment, 64, appendix, 7, 8. 

Accompanying "copy of a Despatch from the Secretary of State to the Governor 
General of Canada on the subject of the Treaty of Trade between the United 
States and the British N, A. Provinces, 66, Appendix, IO. 



INDEX. 7 

D. 

DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARi? OF ST.ATE FCJR THE COLOl/IES 'f;Q 
HIS EXCELLENCY 'fHE GOVER ... ;OR, [ "'ONT1NUED] , . .. 

In reply to His Excellency's Despatch on the subjeet of a su\·pending clause being· 
i·equired to be added to the l{epresentation Bill, 101. 

. ' 
DESPATCH ] .. R.OM HIS EXCELLENf~Y THE GOVERNOR TO THE SEURE~f.t\RY 

OF STATE FOR 'l'HE COLONIES-

In reference to a suspending clause being reqt1ired to be added to the Representa
tion Bill, 114. 

DRAINAGE-

Report of J. P. Neville on the subject of improving sanitary state of St. J·ohn's by, 
66, Appendix, 12~ 

.... 

DUTIES OF CUSTOMS-

Comparative statement of amount collected for the quarters ended, 10th October, 
1852~ 1853, and 1854, 68, appendix, 7. .. 

E. 

EDUCATION--

Bill for encouragement of, see Bills, No 2. 

ELECTIONS GENERAL-

Address to the Governor in reference to time of holding, 117, reply, 119, 120. 

Select Committee to report upon the most favourable time for holding, 121. 

Amendment on motion for adoption of Resolutions reported from Committee of 
the \"\Thole on the state of tl1e colony in reference to the time of holding, nega
tived on division, 126. 

Address to tl1e Secretary of State in reference to conduct of His Excellency the 
Governor in not holding, 127. 

Address to the Imperial Parliament, 132. 

Address to the Governor with resolutions in reference to his refusal to hold this 
fall, 133. 

EMERSON HUGH ALEXANDER-

. 
Address reqt1esting His Excellency to for\vard to him the proportion of annual sa· 

lary granted to him, 105. 
. 

ESTIMATE-
• 

Of the civil expenditl1re of the Island, for 1854, 68, app~ndix, 3~ 
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FERRYMEN--
Salaries voted, 90 .... 

FREE TRADE-

See Trade. J ,J I • :_. \ 

GAOLERS OUTPORT-. 

Salaries voted, 88. . . , .. 

GOVERNMENT OFFICERS OF-

Bill to provide Retiring Allowances for12 see Bills No. 3'~. 

GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBLE-

. Report of Delegates to London, 7. 

Address to the Governor for c·opi"es of Despatches relating to, 62~ 

Despatches from the Secretary of State in i:eference to, 64, appendix, 78, 

:Resolution of Thanks to Delegates for their ad ~Tocar)· of the claims· of this Colony' 
to, 6&. · 

GOVElNOl\ HIS EXCELLENCY...-

Speech at the opening of the Session,· 3-· 

Messages from, See messages .. 

Replies to Addresses, See Acfdresses. 

Addross to Secretary of State in reference to conduct of' in not _holding· tlie~ General 
Elections and praying for his removal, ,, 127. 

Address to accompanying Resolutions in reference to not hofdi.ng· the ElE!ctions thia· 
fall, 133. · 

DOCUMENTS L.L~ID BEFORE THE HOUSE BY COMMAND OF:_ 

Despatches from the Secretary of State on the su.bject of Responsible Govern·ment,f 
Appendix. 

Copy of Despatch from the Secretary of State accompanying copy of a Despatch·. 
from~ the Secretary of State to the Governor General of Canada on the subject of 
ilie treaty of trade bet\veen the United States and the British North American 
colonies, Appendix. e A. 

Report of J. P. Neville on the subject pof improving. t4e sanitary state of St. John's· 
by sewerage and drainage, Appendix. 

Estimate of the Civil Expenditure of the Island for 1854, .. J\.ppendix. 

Comparative statement of Duties collected for the quarters ended 10th October~ 
1852;-· 53, and 54, A ppendixe1 
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H. 

HEALTH PUBLIO-.. : 
' 

Message from His Excellen?y in r~fcrence to ~XF'nditure ~equired for preservation 
of in St. Joh n's and Outports, 66, Address in reply to 67. 

HEALTH BO.A.ItD OF-

Petition from Secretary of on the subject of Sanitary improvements, 65 .. 
HOGSETT AAROrT-

Address to the Governor in reference to, t4, reply, 113, correspottdene'e,' Ap; 
pendix, 14. 

HOSPITAL ST. JOHN'S-

. Resolutions reported from Committee of Supply in reference to e.xpenditttre of grant· 
in support of, 95. 

I-IUME JOSEPH EsQR., M.· P -.,.j 

Letter from to the Speaker i11 reply to the Address of last session soliciting his co~ 
operation with the Delegate~ to procure Responsible Government, 5, 

Resolt1tion in reference to likeness of being placed in the Legislative Hall, 7 ~ 

Resolution of Thanks to 132~ 

L~ 

LIGHTHOUSES·---. 

' 

Petitio11s from :Bo11av!sta Bay for on the Offer W adham and Green Island~ 99~ 
J 

LITTLE P. F.---

Resolution appointing him Delegate to the· tmperial Government3 l&2~ _ 

LOAN-
. 

Res~lution reported from Committee of Supply in reference to of Ten '1.,housand 
Pounds, 96, 

MAGIST~RATES ST. JOHN'S~ 

Salaries voted, 84. 

MAGISTRATES OUTPORT-

Salaries voted, 85. 

I\t.& IL SERVICE--

Petition from J" S. Clift and others of St. John's for improvement in betweell thi$ 
Port and Halifax, 72. "' · -



10 .. INDEX. 

M. 

MAIL SERVICE [coNTINUEnJ 

!>#...,....,, 

Select committee to . .report upon the present mode of carrying out, 73, evidence 
taken before Appendix, 21. 

MEMBERS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY-

Attend His Excellency at the opening of the Session, 3" 

· MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCEl!.LENC~ ---

In :reference to the sanitary condition of the town of St. John's and the Outports,, 
66, Address in reply to, 67, on the subject of a suspending clause being added to 

;I the Representation Bill, 73, Address in reply to, 7 4. 

l\IESSAGE FROM H. M. COUNCIL-

Requesting a conference on with the Assembly upon the subject of c·ertain Amend ... 
ments ~ade ,by the Council upon the Rep1'esentation Bill, 68. 

. . .. 
Accompanying the Amendments on the Rei>~esentation Bill and reasons therefor, 72; 

With statement of Contingencies, 107. 

On tl1e subject of Retiring Allowances being gtanted to the Colonial Treasure1r 
ai1d Collector of Revenue, 115, Message in reply to, 115 '1 

MESSAGES ·:ro H. M. C-
.., .. 

In replj ·to the message requesting a conference 011 the Representation Bill, 69 .. 
, 

Iµ reply to the message of H. M. Co11ncil with reasons for n~alring amendments· on· 
the liepresentation Bill and declining to accede thereto, 72. 

Requesting to be furnished with the amount of their Contingencies, 94, reply,. 107 • 
• 

In reply to Message on the subject of a Retiring Allowance to the Colonial Trea~ 
surer and Collector of llevenue, 115, division, 146. 

Requesting that the Bill to provide Retiring Allo\vances for certain officials may be 
:sent down to the House of Assembly, 135. 

N. 

NEVILLE J. P-

Report of on the subject of improving the sanitary state of St. Johr1's by se,verage 
and drainage, 66, Appendix:, 12. 

Committee of the 'Vhole OD the state of, See Co wmi~t.~e of the WJiale .. 
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P. 

PETITIONS MISCELLANEOUS-

' ,. 

No. I. From Jahn Osborne of St. John's for the appointment of Outer Doorkeep
er, 64. 

2. 

3. 

,, 

" 

Mathew Joyce of St, John's of the same tenor as the foregoing, 64. 

Joseph "\Valsh of St. John'~ of the same teilor as the foregeing, 65. 

' ' -
4. '' The Secretary of the Board of Health praying for certain sanitary 

improvements, 65. 

5. '' Henry H. Stabb, Physician of the I~unatic Asylum for an additional 
grant to con1plete the building, 65. 

• 

6. '' James S. Clift and others praying for an improvement in the Mail 
Seryice between St. John's and Halifax, 72. 

7. '' William Gallop and others of Fortune Bay praying for an _alteration 
in the Mail ro11te, 77. 

8. '' James Seaton Official Reporter for compensation for reporting De ... 
bates during the illness of the Assista11t Reporter last session, 77. 

9. ' William Butler of Burin tor compensation for building a suspension 
'Bridge at Tides Brool{, 77. 

10. George J. Hogsett of 3t. John's for remuner~tion as Law Reporter, 81. 

11. Joseph Woods of St. John's for remuneration for publishing· Almanac, 81, 

12. William Brown and others of Kings Cove for a Lighthouse OJl' the offer 
W adham and on Green Island, 99. 

13. '' Michael Farrell and others of Bonavista for a lighthouse on Green 
Island, 99. 

14. '' , John l\f usson and others of Greens pond for a Iighthouse on Green 
Island, 99. '" ~ 

. 
15.. '' The Directors of the Newfoundland Steam Packet Company for a 

grant in aid of 119. · 

PROCLAMATION-

~.-\ssenting to ~ills passed during the Session, 137w 

Dissolving tlie General Assembly, 13:8 . .. 

PRORQG~TION-

lfr. Spiaker informs the House of the time appo.inted by His Excellency for of the 
Generial ilssembly, 135. · r 



IND:FJX. 
,~· ,, 

P. 

PROVIDENT SOCIETY OF NEWFOUNDLAND-

Bill to incorporate, See Bills of H. M. Council, No. I" 

Q. 

QUORUlr!-. 

Houst:adjourned for want of, 67, 67, 68t!; 

• 

REGISTRATION-

Bill to suspend for one year certaia parts of the Act for, See Bills No. 7. 

Res~lution in reference to of the district of Burgeo and LaPoile reported from .. Co~ 
m1ttee of Supply, 95. 

REPOR 'l.,S- • 

Of Select Committees. See Committees Sei'ecf.°" 

Of Committees of the Whole. See Committees of the '-''l1ole. 

Of Delegates to London and the United States~ See Respol)$ible G'overnm·ent anct 
Free Trade. 

Of J. P. Neville on the subject of improving the1 sanitary state· of St. John's by 
s:e\vernge and drainage, :Appendix, 12. 

REPORTING AND PUBLISHI~rG DEBAl,ES-

Selp,ct Cammittee to inquire into the present mode of,. 63~ . 
REP:RESENTATIVES-

~ 

Bill to increase th·e present number of in the General A:ssembly, See Bills No. I~ 

REVENUE BILL-
r 

Address to the Governor accompan)"ing resolutions in reference to, 136. 

:RESOLUTIONS~ 
.. 

For Select Committee to prepare Address of 1'hanks, 5. 

In reference to lithgraphic likeness 0£ Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., 7 .. 
, 

Of Thanks to Delegates to the Imperial Go,'ernment to advocate the claims of this 
colony to Responsible Government, 66. 

That the Bill to Incorporate sundry persons by the name of tlie Newfoundland 
Provident Society be read this day six months. 

" 
Reported from Committee of the· Whole on Free Trade with the United States, 104. 



INDEX. 

R. 
RESOI,UTIONS-(coNTINUEi>.) 

Appointing P. F. Little, Esq., Delegate to the Imperial Government, 1si. 
Of ,.fl1anks to Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., 132. 

iJ 

Accompanying Address to the Governor on the subject of his not holding the Elec .. 
tiona this fall, 133. 

In reference to the Revenue Bill being imperilled by His Excellency not holding 
the ·Elections this fall, 136. . · -

That tl1e House adjourn till the 10th January, 136. 

RULES OF 'l'HE HOUSE-
. 

Suspended in reference to Supply, 78. 

Suspended in refere11ce to all measures· before the House, 81. 

s. 
SAINT .JOHN'S TO\VN oF--

~eport of J. P. Neville on the subject of improving sanitary s·tate of by sewerage 
and drainage, Appendix, 12 . . 

SEA.TON J~~~fES~ 

Petition from for compensation for reporting Debates du·ring the illness of th~ As-· 
sistant Reporter, 77: 

See Dra:inaae.~ t) 

SPEAKER MR_; 
-. ' ~ '\ '\. 

Informs the House of His Excellency's Speech at the openi~g of the' Session, 3:., 

Presents to the House letter froni Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P.,. in reply to the Address 
of last session, soliciting his services in the cause of Responsible Government, 5" 

Informs tl1e House of the time appointed by His Excellency to-receive the Address 
of Thanl{s in reply to the opening Speech, .62 . 

.informs the .Eiorise of His Excellency's reply to the Acldrets of Thanks, 63 . 
• 

Informs the House of having receiYed a communication from Mr. Secretary Crowdy 
requesting that tl1e Bills passed during the Session-may be sent up for the Go-
vernor's examination, I 34, reply, 134. · 

informs the House of His Excellency's intention to prorogue ~he Assembly, 135~ 

STATES UNITED- I 

:Report of Delegates to Washington in reference to Free Trade with 6S, AppendiX ,; 16. 
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ST ATES UNITED [CONTINUED.} 
' . .. . 

Resolutions reported from Committee of the ~hole on rree !11rade with, 104, see 
Trade Free. .. 

StEAM PACKET CO~fPANY, NEWFOlJNDLAND-

Petition from Directors off or grant· i11 aid of, 119. 
-

~UPPLY-
~ 

Resolution granting to Her Majesty:, 78. 

Rules of t~e House suspended in reference io, 78. 
... 

• - • l' ' -

Committee of the Whole on, progress reported, 78, 82. Resolutions reported, 8$, 
95. Bill to provide for the Civil ·Expenditure for the year ending 31st Decem0 

ber, 1854; See Bills; No. 5. · 
T. 

TRADE FREE-
~ ~- ~ 

.1 .. "' ~.. • 

Report of Delegates to "'1"ashingtonin reference to with the United States, 15, A.p· 
pendix, 16. 

COpy of Dispatch to ·His Excellency ihe Goverilor frotri the Seci-etary of State on 
the subject of, 66, Appendix, 10. 

Committee of the Whole on with .the United States, 103, Resolutions reported, 104. 

Address requesting His Excellency to forward Resolutions on to the. British Minis .. 
ter at Washington and the Secretary of St~te for the colonies in ref ereiice to, 105, 
reply, 112. . · 

TIEAIURBR ~COLONIAL~ 
....... - - -

. . -

.. 
_Message 'from H. M. Co\in~il oD the subject Qf a retirini allowance to, 115, Mes~· 

sage in reply to, ~15~_ ~ --

.. 

• 
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LIST bF DOCU~IENTS CONTAIN ED IN 1\PPENDIX. 

Estimate of the charge of defraying the Civil ·Expenditure of the Island for the ye'"1 r ending 
31st De~ember, 1854, 3~ 

Cromparative Sfar;m~\f Duties ~cotlected in the Island of N'ewfoiindland, for the three 
Quarters ended, ~h Octobe1·, 1852) '53, and '54. 

Despatches frolli the Secretary of State f0r the Colonies ! 
. . . ~ 

On the subject of Responsible Government, 7. 
' ~ ' .. 

In reply ~o the Address of the Council arid Assembly praying for Responsible Govern~ 
ment, 8. 

,If .~ 

On the stjbject of a Commercial Treaty between the United St~tes and British Nor th 
American Colonies, 10. 

' 

Report of J. P : Ne.Y.ille on the subject of improving the sanitary cOnditioii of St., John's bJ 
__ se,verage and Drainage, 12. 

, 
" ~ ' z. .. .r' 

Corresponde11ce in reference to Aaron Hogsett, Esq., 14. 

Report of,P. F. Little, Esq.; Delegate _t0_Wa1hingto11 on Free ,.frade with the United States~ 
16. - . 

, 
.... - .. ~ • .. !'" • "' ~ 

Evidence taken before the Select Committee to inquire into the mode of carryjng out the 
Mail Service between St.John's and Halifax; 21. 

• 

' 




