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PROCLAMATION . 

WM. MAcGR:nGoR,, 

GOVERNOR. 

[ L. S.] 

.By His Excellency Sir WILLIAM MACGREGOR, 

K1iight Grand Cross of the Most .Distin
guished Order of St. 1lfichael and St. George, 
~1ompanion of the Most Hono11,rable Order of 
the Bath, .Doctor of Medicine, Governor and 
Commander-in- l-rhief, in and o·ver the Island 
of Newf oundlctnd and its .Dependericies. 

{(IHEREAS the General Assembly stands prorogued un~ 
til Tuesday, the Sixth day of April instant; and 

whereas I think :fit to further prorog11e the said General As
sembly until SATURDAY, the TENTH day of APRIL instant: 

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further pro· 
rogue the said General Assembly until SATURDAY, the 
TENTH day of APRIL instant, as aforesaid, of which all per
sons concerned are hereby. required to take due notice and 
govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the Government 
House, St. John's, this 5th day of April, 
A.D. 1909. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

R. WATSON, 

Actzng Colonzal Secretary. 



PROCLAMATION. 
.. 

W·M. MAC.GREGOR, 

GOVERNOR. 

EDWARD by the Grace oj GOD, oj 
the U;zzted Kz.ngdom oj Great Brzt
ai·1i aJzd f;~eflltzd, and oj the British 
Do11tz}Lzo1zs beyond the Seas, Kz1zg, 
D e_je1zder oj the Faith, Emperor oj 
India. 

'• , 

f L. S.] 

To ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, 

GREETING: 

HEREAS We have thought fit to dissolve the ·General 
Assembly of Our Colony of Newfoundland: 

Know Ye, that We do for this purpose publish this Our 
Royal Proclamation, and We do, by these Presents, dissolve 
the ·said Gene·ral Assembly, and We do hereby discharge the 
members of Our Legislative Council, and of the House of As
sembly of the said Colony from further attendance in the 
said General Assembly. 

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Let
ters ,to be made Patent under the Great Seal of the said 
Colony. 

Witness Our trusty and well-beloved Sir WILLIAM 
MACGREGOR. Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, Companion of the Most Honourable 
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Order of the Bath, Doctor of Medicine, GoveT
nor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our 
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, 
at Saint John's, in. Our said Island of New
foundland, this roth day of April, A. D. 1909. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

R~ WATSON, 

• 
Acfzng Colonial Secretary . 

, 

• 
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WM. MACGREGOR, 

GOVERNOR. 

[L. S.] 

PROCLAMATION • 

By His Excellency Sir WILLIAM MACGREGOR, 

Il:night Grartd Cross of the Most IJistin
g1tisliecl 01,.der of St. Mt~chael ctrid St. George, 
Con1par1,ion of the Most Honourable Orde'J~ of 
the Batli, Doctor of lJfedicine, Gove1~1ior ancl 
Gonimarider·-in- Chief, i?i artcl ove1~ tlie lsland 
of Newfoitndllt?i.cl and its JJependericies. 

To ALL TO \VHO~I THESE PRESENTS SHALL COlVIE, 

GREETING: 

HEREAS Royal Letters Patent of the 28th March, 
A.D. 1876, constituting the Office of Governor and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, hath given and granted unto the said Governor 
full power and authority to summon and call together the 
General Assembly of the said Colony; and whereas Writs in 
due form, have been issued for a General Election of Mem
bers of the General Assembly, 11nder which Members have 
been elected and returned to serv"'"e in the said General 
Assembly: 

I, the Governor of the said Colony, do therefore, by these 
Presents, summon and call the Members of the said General 
Assembly to assemble and meet at the Town of St .. John's, 
in the said Colony, for the despatch of business, on MONDAY, 

the THIRTY-FIRST day of MAY, instant, of which all persons 
• 



concerned therein are hereby required to take due notice and 
govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the Government 
House, St. John's, this 18th day of May, 
A. D. 1909. 

By His Excellency's Com1nand, 

R. \VATSON, 

Co!onza/ Secretary. 
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Legislative Council of Newfoundland. 

first Session of the Twenty-Second General .Assembly. 

MONDAY, MAY 31st, 1909. 

This being the day appointed by Proclama
tion for the meeting of the Legislature-

met. 
At Five minutes to Three o'cl.ock the House 

PRESENT: 

The Honot1rable SIR EDWARD D. SHEA, 
Preszaent. 

The Honourables JAMES McLAUGHLAN, 
JORN HARRIS, 
GEORGE SKELTON, 
ROBERT K. BISHOP, 
JOHN ANDERSON, 
JOHN HARVEY, 
SAMUEL MILLEY. 

At Three o'clock P.M., the Honourable Sir 
Edward D. Shea, President of the Legislative 
Council, the Honourable George Skelton and the 
Honourable Robert K. Bishop, members of the 
Legislative Council nominated and appointed by 
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His Excellency the Governor as Commissioners 
having taken their seats, the Honourable the Pre
sident commanded the Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod, attendant on the Council, to proceed 
to the Honourable House of Assembly, and inform 
the Members thereof that His Excellency the Gov
ernor's Commissioners desire their immediate at
tendance in the Council Chamber to hear the Com
mission read, and they being come thereto, the 
following Commission was read by the Clerk of 
the Legislative Council :-

[L. S.] 

WM. MACGREGOR. 

By His Excellency Sir WILLIAM MAC

GREGOR, Kt1,iglit Gr6tnd l 1ross of the 
Most IJistinguish,ed Order of St. Mich
ael cin,d St. George, Oompariion of the 
Most I-Ionourable Order of the Bath, 
Doctor of Medicine.. Goverrior arid 
(_/omma1ider-in- Ohi~f, in a1td over the 
Islarld of Newfoundland and its De
pendencies . 

To the Honourable Sir EDWARD D. SHEA, Knight, 
President of the Legislative Council ; the 
Honourable GEORGE SKELTON, and the Hon
ourable RoBERT K. BISHOP, Members of the 
Legislative Council, Greeting : 

Whereas I have deemed it expedient that the 
First Session of the Twenty-Second General As
sembly should be opened for the despatch of busi
ness on Monday, the Thirty-First day of this in
stant month, whereof I have given notice in my 
Proclamation dated the 18th day of this instant 
month; and 

• 
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Whereas, it is not convenient that the pur-v '){orison, Atty. 

· General. poses for which I have called the said General As-
sembly together should be declared on the said 
day, nor until the Members of the House of As
sembly have proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, 
you, the said Honourable Sir Edward D. Shea, 
Hono11rable George Skelton, and Honourable Rob
ert K. Bishop, are hereby authorized and directed 
to signify to the Members of the said House of 
Assembly, on the Thirty-First day of May, in
stant, that it is my pleasure that they should pro
ceed to the choice of some proper person to be 
their Speaker, and present such person on the fol
lowing day for my approbation. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the 
Government House, St. John's, this 
29th day of May, A. D. 1909. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

R. WATSON, 

Colonial Secretary. 

The Honourable Sir Edward D. Shea, Presi
dent of the Legislative Council, addressing both 
Houses of the Legislature, then said :-

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 

Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly: 

It is not convenient for His Excellency the 
Governor to declare the reasons of his calling this 
General Assembly on this day, and it being neces-

I 
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sary that a Speaker of the House of Assembly 
should be first chosen ; · 

You Gentlemen of the House of Assembly re
pair to the place where you are to sit, and there 
proceed to the appointment of some proper person 
to be your Speaker, and present such person whom 
you shall so choose, here, to-morrow at Three 
o'clock for His Excellency's approbation. 

The House of Assembly then withdrew. 

On motion made the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, Tuesday, June 1st, at half-past Two 
o'clock P.M. 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 1st, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EDWARD D. SHEA, 
Preszaent. 

The Honot1rables JAMES McLAUGHLAN, 

JAMES ANGEL, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKELTON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

D. JOSEPH GREENE, K.C., 
JAMES BAIRD, 

JOHN B . . i\ YRE, 

ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

JAMES D. RYAN, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

JOHN HARVEY, 

SAMUEL MILLEY. 

At Three o'clock P.M., His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir William MacGregor, G.C.M.G., 
C.B.,M.D., . having arrived at the Council· Cham
ber and being seated on the Throne, com
manded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, 
through the Honourable the· President of the 
Legislative Council, to let the Commons House of 
Assembly know-

''It is His Excellency the Governor's pleasure 
they attend him immediately in this House.'' 
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Who being come thereto. 

William R. Warren, Esquire, Barrister-at
Law, Member for the District of Port-de-Grave, 
having been presented by the Honourable Sir Ed
ward P. Morris, Premier, as Speaker Elect, and 
the choice approved and the usual privileges claim
ed and granted, His Excellency the Governor was 
pleased to speak as follows:-

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen o; the Legis~ 
/ative Counczl: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House 
of Assembly: 

For nearly five years it has been my high 
privilege to represent in this Colon·y the great 
and wise King that the people of this country re
vere and love with such touching loyalty and devo
tion, and to whom they are so grateful for the sub
stantial benefits he has conferred on them and 
their descendants. 

I have felt that to be Governor of Newfound
land is an honour of which any man, whoever he 
may be, may be justly proud. To me personally 
Newfoundland has been in a peculiar sense a con
genial home, because both the nature of the coun
try and the character of the people so closely re
semble my own native land and my own country
men. I cannot, therefore, without sadness quit 
Newfoundland, even though it is to proceed to a 
great and delightful country, where I have already 
during many years experienced much kindness. 
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I shall leave this Colony full of hope for its 
future. In view of its splendid resources, and of 
its favoured geographical position ; and in the 
light of the character of its people for energy, per
severance, industry, and not least, their adaptibil
ity, one can clearly see before it the era of great 
progress which with wise and prudent administra
tion cannot but be in store for this land so bounte-
011sl y endowed by nature. 

The development and prosperity of N ewfo11nd
land will always be watched by me with deep in
terest and with real affection. 

Within the past seven months two general 
elections have taken place within this Colony, with 
the circumstances occasioning which, you are all 
conversant in your individual capacities. The 
:first was indecisive, in that it resulted in the elec
tion of eighteen members to s11pport the adminis
tration under whose auspices it was held, and of a 
similar number to support the Opposition; the 
seco11d res11lted in an emphatic declaration by the 
country endo1·sing the policy of my present ad-

• v1sers. 

The questions arising out of the interpreta
tion of Article One of the Treaty of 1818 between 
His Majesty's Government and the Government of 
the United States have been submitted to the Per
manent Court of Arbitration at the Hague, and 
the matters at issue will come up for adjudication 
about a year hence before the Special Court of 
Arbitration chosen to pass upon the points in dis-
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pute. Copy of the Special Agreement for submis
sion, with other papers relating thereto, will be 
laid before you. 

My late Ministers agreed to. submit to the ad
judication of His Majesty's Privy Council the dis
pute between the Province of Quebec and this Col
ony with regard to the boundary of their respec_ 
tive possessions in the Labrador peninsula. Steps 
will be taken to provide that during the coming 
season and hereafter reports upon the minerals, 
forests and water powers of Labrador may be ob
tained, so that the Government may be better in
formed as to the value of areas there for which 
applications are made; so that measures may be 
initiated to secure for the Colony an adequate 
share of the potential wealth of this region. 

In the month of February last an invitation 
was extended to this Colony by the President of 
the United States to appoint a Representative to 
the North American Conservation Conference, , 
which met at Washington on the eighteenth of 
that month. Advantage was taken of the Presi• 
dent's courtesy, and a Representative attended this 
Conference on behalf of the Colony. His Report, 
as well as the Declaration of Principles signed by. 
the Representatives of the different countries pre
sent, with other documents relating to the pro. 
ceedings of the Conference, will be laid before ~ 

you. 

The result of last season's fishing operations 
was, on the whole, as regards the catch, more than 
an average. Unfortunately, however, the realiza- . 
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tion of the ·product of the cod:fishery was attended 
by a marked decline in price. Various causes are 
assigned for this unfortunate condition of affairs, 
but there is a general agreement amongst all in
terested in securing the best returns from the an
nual prosecution by our people of this industry 
that the time has arrived when co-operation be
tween the Government of the Colony and those 
who handle and market the produce of our people 
should be brought about with a view to improving 
the cure, establishing a standard and equitable 
cull, introducing modern and improved methods of 
preparing and exporting the fish, opening up new 
markets, encouraging the establishment of direct 
communication with those countries to which our 
fish might profitably be exported, applying the 
principles of cold storage now so generally adopted 
in other countries, and otherwise devising means 
by which the best results may be obtained by our 
people for the fruits of their toil. 

The agricultural operations of the Colony for 
the past year were fairly remunerative, but some 
effective encouragement is required to induce a 
greater number of our people to turn their atten
tion to the cultivation of the soil. My Ministers 
have in contemplation a policy by which it is 
hoped to . attain this end, through the provision of 
a bounty for clearing land, the introduction of a 
good breed of cattle and sheep, the procuring of 
new seeds and the establishment of low rates by 
steamer and train, in · order that those producing 
the crops may be able to market the same with 
profit. 
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To further encourage the prosecrition of our 
mining industry, and as an incentive to the pros
pector and to the introduction of capital from 
abroad, my Ministers propose the enactment of a 
measure which will give the original discoverer of · 
a mineral deposit a greater assurance of material 
return for his discovery : while provision will also 
be made for the better housing of miners and of 
workmen at industrial centres, with a preferential 
claim for their wages, and other protection which 
the experience of recent years has shown to be 
necessary. 

The steadily increasing price of coal to our 
people all over the Colony calls for the adoption of 
a measure that will decide once and for all wheth
er our coal deposits are at present commercially 
available, and whether the extensive peat areas in 
different parts of the Colony can be utilized to pro
vide the people with a cheap and satisfactory sup
ply of fuel. 

My Ministers have established a bait and fish
ery telegraph service which, it is hoped, will prove 
of great advantage in connection with our fisheries. 
It is intended to extend this service to Labrador at 
as early a date as circumstances will permit. The 
utilization of the telegraph system of the Colony 
in this connection, without in any way lessening 
the receipts of that Department, will, in a mea
sure, enable our fishermen to participate more 
directly in the facilities which that service affords . 

. 

My Ministers have also arranged for the sup
plying of a daily synopsis of local and foreign 
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news to the people of the outports. There being 
now one hundred and thirty-four Postal Telegraph 
Stations throughout the Colony, and the number 
gradually increasing, this service should be of 
great advantage in apprising our people daily of 
what is happening in their own co11ntry, as well 
as in the 011 tside world. 

The Anglo-American Telegraph Company and 
the Reid-Newfo11ndland Company having gener
ously undertaken to transmit daily free of cha1·ge 
the fishery intelligence and news despatches to 
the localities touched by their \vires, a much l~rger 
number of our people will be ei1abled, through this 
public-spirited action, to avail of the advantages of 
the two services. 

The wireless telegraph serv·ice to Labrador 
has so far· not realized expectations as a conveni
ent adjunct to. the :fishermen resorting there. Its 
improvement is absolutely necessary, seeing that 
some twenty thousand people annually visit that 
seaboard, and before the next session my Ministers 
hope to have perfected arrangements whereby the 
desired improvements may be brought about. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House 
of Assembly .· 

The total revenue of the Colony for the year, 
ending June 30th, 1908, was the largest in the his
tory of the Island, reaching the sum of two million 
eight hundred and twenty-nine thousand and eigh
teen dollars. When we consid~r that ten years 
ago the revenue from all sources was only one mil-

• 
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lion five hundred and fifty-one thousand four hun
dred and twenty dollars, and this in ten years has 
increased one million two hundred and :fifty-seven 
thousand five hundred and ninety-eight dollars, it 
speaks volumes for what, with wise and judicious 
legislation· in connection with our fisheries, min
erals, forests and agriculture, might be accom
plished for our people. 

The estimate by my late advisers of the rev
enue for the current fiscal year, ending on the 
thirtieth of this month, was two million seven 
hundred and ninety-four thousand dollars, and the 
estimated expenditure for the same period was two 
million seven hundred and eighty-three thousand 
dollars, showing an estin1ated surplus of revenue 
over expenditure of eleven tho11sand dollars. The 
result, however, of the year's financial operations, 
exhibits the fact that while the revenue to date is 
two million two hundred and nine thousand eight 
hundred dollars, and a careful estimate shows that 
it is not likely to exceed two million seven hun
dred and thirty-two thousand dollars, a decrease 
of :fifty-one thousand dollars from the estimate of 
my late Ministers, yet the expenditure to date is 
two million four hunded and seventy-eight tho11-
sand seven hundred and sixty-six dollars, and the 
obligations to meet the carrying on of the ordinary 
p11blic services of the Colony to the end of the fis
cal year on the thirtieth instant will increase the 
expenditure to two million nine hundred and :fifty
five thousand dollars, or an excess of one hundred 
and six thousand dollars over the estimate, involv
ing a deficit on the 30th of June, 1909, of one hun-



NINTH EDWARD. 2I 

dred and fifty-seven thousand dollars. This 
amount, together with the indebtedness on ac
count of Hospital and Museum construction, pub
lic works undertaken without legislative authori
ty, and temporary loans amounting to one hundred 
and seventy-five thousand dollars, will represent a 
floating (debt on the 30th of June, 1909, of three 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars. You will 
be invited to pass a measure to provide for the rais
ing of a loan to ·liquidate these obligations~ 

Mt. Preszdent and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legzs
latzve Councz!: 

Mr. _Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House 
of Assembly : 

My Ministers have in contemplation the re
vising of the tariff, as they recognize that ·the 
burden of - taxation borne by the fishermen and 
working classes of the Colony is too great, and 
calls for such an adjustment as will lean more 
equitably on those who at present feel most seri
ously the increased cost of living in this country. 
During the next few months preliminary investi
gations with a view to this end will be under
taken. 

The desirability of a further increase in the 
Grant for Education has impressed itself upon my 
Ministers, and a measure with that object in view 
will be introduced at an early date, in which spe
cial provision will be made for augmenting teach
ers' salaries, an ~ddition to the vote for destitute 
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places, and an appropriation for the improvement 
of school buildings. 

The ravages wrought amongst our people by 
the spread of tuberculosis, commonly known as 
cons11mption, throughout the Colony, make it ne
cessary that the State sho11ld assume the respon
sibility of endeavo11ring to arrest its future spread. 
Hitherto private philanthropy, through the agency 
of the Society for t11e Prevention of Consumption, 
has undertaken this task, and their labours have 
been such as to merit the commendation of all 
who would see suffering humanity rid of this 
dread white plague. My Ministers propose to ap
point a Commission to deal with this subject in its 
larger phases, and to supplement and extend the 
laudable work already accompiished. You will be 
invited to provide a sum for this purpose. 

The time would appear to have arrived when 
the demands of certain sections of the island for 
railway connection can no longer be ignored, and 
preliminary s11rveys will be undertaken so that a 
measure dealing with this important subject may 
be submitted to you at the next session, which will 
provide for such extensions and yet be within the 
means of the Colony. 

The questio11 of Old Age Pensions has been 
before the Legislature for some time past. My 
late advisers, in December, 1907, appointed a Com
mission to enquire into the question of improving 
by means of pensions the condition of the aged 
poor, and of those who are helpless and infirm. 
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Up to the present time that Commission has not 
presented any report, nor am I aware of what pro
gress it has made in the consideration of the ques
tion. My Ministers propose to take the subject in 
hand without delay, so as to expedite the adoption 
of a measure economi'call y possible, and yet suffi
ciently comprehensive. 

You will also be asked to make provision for 
maintaining a Winter Coastal Service to Northern 
ports, as well as improved service for the Districts 
of Fogo and Fortune Bay, Bay St. George and 
Bay of Islands·, and an additional steamer to La
brador. 

In leaving you now to your deliberations, and 
this being perhaps the last opportunity I shall en
joy of meeting you as a Legislature, I earnestly 
hope -that the spirit of harmony, born of love of 
country, may inspire you to such prudent and 
patriotic action as, under the guidance of Divine 
Providence, shall lead to measures fraught with 
good for the future of this Colony. 

The House of Assembly having withdrawn, 
His Excellency was pleased to retire. 

The minutes of yesterday, the 31st day of 
May, were read. 

A copy of His Excellency's Speech having 
been left with the Honourable the President, it 
was read by the Clerk. 

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Harris, 
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Ordered, That a Select Committee be ap,o 
, pointed to draft an Address to His Excellency the 

Governor in reply to his Gracious Speech. 

Ordered, That the Honourable Messrs. Har
ris, Ayre, Baird, Green, Milley, be a Committee 
for that purpose. 

On motion made the House adjourned until 
Thursday next, the 3rd. day of June, at half-past 
four o'clock P .M. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 3rd, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EDWARD D. SHEA, 

President. 
The Honourables ]AMES McLAUGHLAN, 

]AMES ANGEL, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKELTON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

D. JOSEPH GREENE, K.C., 
JAMES BAIRD, 

JOHN B. AYRE, 

ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

]AMES D. RYAN, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

SAMUEL MILLEY' 

The Minutes of Tuesday, June rst, were read. 

The Hon. the President informed the Council 
that he had received the following communication 
from Government House :-

GovERNMENT HousE, 
St. John's, Newfoundland, 

2nd June, 1909. 

SrR, I have the honour to enclose herewith for 
the information of the Members of the Honourable 
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Legislative Council, a certified copy of Minutes of 
tl1e Honourable Executive Council, approved by 
me on the 28th May, 1909. 

I have the honot1r to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

w. MACGREGOR. 

Tl1e Honourable Sir E. D. Shea, Kt., President 
Legislative Council. 

Certified Copy of Minutes of the Honourable 
Executive Council approved by His Excellency 
the Governor on the ~8th of May, 1909. 

Under the provisions of Section 4, Chapter I., 
61 Victoria, the following gentlemen to constitute 
a Commission of Internal Economy of the Legis
lature Hon. Sir E. D. Shea, Kt., President of th.e 
Legislative Council ; Hon. John Harris, Hon. 
George Skelton, His Honour the Speaker, Hon. 
Sir E. P. Morris, Kt., K.C., LL.D., Hon. D. Mori
son, K.C., Hon. R. Watson. 

Certified true copy, 

R. WATSON, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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The Hon. Mr. Bishop . moved the following 
Resolutions, which were unanimo11sly adopted-

Resolved, That this House desires to record 
the sense of the loss it has sustained by the de
cease of the late Honourable Samuel Blandford, 
who for many years filled a seat in the Council 
with credit to himself and advantage to this Body, 
of which he was ever a zealous and efficient 
Member. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing Re
solution be _sent to Mrs. Blandford, at the same 
time, expressing the sympathy of the Council 
with her and the family of their late Brother 
Member in the berea\1ement they have sustained. 

The Hon. Mr. Harris from the Select Com· 
mittee appointed to prepare an Address in Reply 
to the Speech of His Excellency the Governor re
ported a Draft of the same, which was received 
and read a first time (short), and 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Harris the said 
Address was read a second time (at length), and 

0'f dered, That the said Address be agreed 
to· and 

' 
The Hon. the President signed the same. 

. ./ 

Ordered, That the said Address be engross-
ed and presented to His Excellency the Governor 

. 
by a Deputation of the whole House. 
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The Address is as follows :-

To His Excellen.cy Sir WILLIAM MAC

GREGOR, Ilr1,ight Grand lrross of the 
.JI ost IJisti1iguished Order of St. JJfich-

. ael an,d A.'Jt. George, Oompctnion of the 
JJtiost Honourable Order oj the Batli, 
JJoctor of Medicine, Gover1ior and 
lrommander-in- Chi~(~ i?i a?td over the 
Isla11,d of Newfoundland and its De-
pendencies. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,-

We, the Legislative Council of Newfoundland, 
in Session convened, beg leave to thank Your Ex
cellency for the G'.t"acious Speech which Your Ex
cellency has addressed to both I-louses of the Le
gislature. 

The important matters contain-ed in Y o-ur 
Excellency's Speech shall have our careful con
sideration. 

We sincerely reciprocate the regret expressed 
by Your Excellency, in reference to your depar
ture from this country. The earnest and practical 
interest you have ever evinced in its well being and 
progress have earned for you the lasting gratitude 
of our people, and their cordial hope that success 
and happiness are to be the portion of Your Ex
cellency's future career. 

E. D. SHEA, 
President. 

Council Chamber, 3rd June, 1909. 

. , 



.. 
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The Hon. the President informed the Council 
that the Governor would reeeive the Address in 
Reply to I-Iis Excellency's Speech on to-morrow, 
Friday, at eleven o'clock A.M. 

The Hon. Mr. Anderson gives notice that he 
will on to-morrow introduce a Bill for the Saving 
of Daylight : 

On. motion made the House adjourned unti~ 
to-morrow, Friday, June 4th, at half-past ten 
o'clock A.M. 

'• 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 4th, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EDw ARD D. SHEA, 
Preszllent. 

The Honourables JAMES McLAUGHLAN, 

JAMES ANGEL, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKELTON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

JAMES BAIRD, 

JOHN B. AYRE, 

ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

JOHN HARVEY, 

SAMUEL MILLEY. 

The Minutes of Thursday, June 3rd, were 
read. 

At eleven o'clock the Council proceeded to 
Government House with the Address in Reply to 
the Speech of His Excellency the Governor . 

. At half-past eleven o'clock the House having 
returned, the Honourable the President reported 
that His Excellency had been pleased to receive 
the said Address and return an answer thereto in 
the following words :-
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Ml'. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legzs
/ative Councz/: 

I thank you for y~ur Address in Reply to 
the Speech with which your present Session was 
opened. 

I am deeply touched by your personal refer
ence to myself, which will always be remembered 
by me with much pleasure and satisfaction. 

GovERNMENT HousE, 

w. MACGREGOR, 
Governor. 

St. John's, Newfoundland, 
4th June, 1909. 

Pursuant to notice the Hon. Mr. Anderson 
brought in a Bill for the Saving of Daylight, 
which-

On motion was read a first time, and 

Ordered, To be read a second time to-morrow. 

On motion made the House adjourned until 
Monday, J µne 7th, at half-past four o'clock P.M. 



• 
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MONDAY, JUNE 7th, 1909. 

The House met p~rsuant to adjournment . 
... 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable SrR EnwARD D. SHEA, 
President. 

The Honourables J Al\1ES McLAUGHLAN, 

JAMES ANGEL, 

• 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKELTON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

D. JOSEPH GREENE, K.C., 
JAMES BAIRD, 

JoHN B. AYRE, 

JAMES s. PITTS,. G.M.G., 
ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

JAMES D. RYAN, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

JOHN HARVEY, 

SAMUEL MILLEY. 

MICHAEL P. GIBBS. 

The Minutes of Friday, June 4th, were read. 

The Hon. the President ·informed the Council 
that the Hon. Michael P. Gibbs had been appoint
ed a member of the Legislative Council,. provision
ally. 

The Commission appointing the Hon. Mich
ael P. Gibbs, a member of the Legislative Council, . 
provisionally, was read by the Clerk. 
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On motion of the Hon. Mr. Anderson, the 
second reading 0£ the Bill Respecting Certain 
Changes in the Hours of the Day and Night was 
d€ferred until to-morrew. ._ ~ 

The Hon. Mr. Bishop, a member of the Ex
ecutive Council, by c'omm~nd of His Excellency 
the Governor, laid upon the Table the following 
Documents:----

Annual Statement of the Mlit11aI Life Insur
ance Company of New York, for the year ending 
December 31st, 1908. 

The Hon. Mr. Harris presented to the House 
the Report of the Commission of Internal Econ
omy of the Legislature1 which was read by the 
Cl.erk. 

Ordered, To lie on the Table. 

The Report is as follows-----

l 

Report of Commission of the Internal Econ-
omy of the Legislature:-

To the Honourable Legislative Council: 

7o the Honourable· House of Assembly: 

The Commission of Internal Economy of the 
Legislature beg leave to Feport that the following 
arrangements have been made for the Printing 
and Reporting of both Branches of the Legisla
ture during the current Session. 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The printing of the Council's debates has 
been assigned to the Dazly News and the Evening 
Chronicle, and the copying of the same to the 
Western Star and Trade Review. 

The printing of t1ie Journals and miscellane
ous papers has · been assigned to the Daily News 
and the Evenz"ng Chronicle. 

The Reporting Staff appointed are ·1-Ir. R. S. 
LeDrew, Supervisor, at $300 

Messrs. T. J. Foran, R. W. Jeans, Lloyd 
Woods, at $150 each. 

HousE oF AssEMBL v.,, 

The publishing of the debates has been as
signe4 to the Dazly News and the Evening Chronzc/e, 
and the copying of the. same to the Ulestern Stai 
and the 7 rade Revzew. 

The printing of the Journals and the Sessional 
papers has been assigned to the Dazly News and 
the Evenzng Ghronzcle. 

The Reporting Stai{ are Mr. John S. Currie, 
Supervisor, at $450; Messrs. John McGrath, Ed
ward Emerson, Franl~ Sumn1ers, Charl~s Hunt, 
James Winter and E. C. Russell, as Reporters, at 
$150 each. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. D. SHEA, 

St. )ohn's, June 5th, 1909. 
Chairman. 

, 
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The Hon. Mr. Knowling la.id upon the Table 
a Petition from Robert Pit.tman, late Reporter of 
the Legislative Council , praying for remunera
tion. 

The Honourable the President informed the 
House that he ha.d received the follo-\ving rµessage 
from the House of Assembly:-

~IR. PRESIDENT,-

Tge House of .l\ssembly acquaints the Legis
lative Council that it has passed the accompany
ing Bill; entitled, " An Act Respecting Certain 
Retiring Alluwances," and requests the concur
rence of the I~egislative Council therevvith. 

VVILLIAM R. WARREN, 

House of Assembly, 
June 7th, 1909. 

~ 

Speaker. 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop, the Bill 
sent up entitled " An Act Respecting Certain Re
tiring Allowanees," was read a first time, and 

Ordered, To be read a second time to-morrow. 

On motion made the House adjourn.ed until 
to-morrow, Tuesday, June 8th, at half-past Four 
o'clock P.M. 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 8th, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EnwARD D. SHEA, 

President. 
The Honourables JAMES McLAUGHLAN, 

JAMES ANGEL, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKELTON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

D. JOSEPH GREENE, K.C., 
'J 

JAMES BAIRD, 
]oH_N B. AvRg• 

... 

JAMES s. PITTS, G.M.G., 
ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

JOHN HARVEY, 

SAMUEL MILLEY, 

MICHAEL P. GIBBS. 

The Minutes of Monday, June 7th, were read. 

Pursuant to the Qrder of the Day and on 
motion of the Honourable Mr. Anderson, the Bill 
'' Respecting Certain Changes in the Hours of the 
Day and Night '' was read a second time. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Anderson-

Ordered, That a Select Committee of this 
House consisting of the Honourables Messrs. 
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Anderson, Harris, Green, Harvey and Bishop be 
appointed to take evidence and consider the sub
ject of the Bill " Respecting certain changes in the 
Hours of the Day and night," with po\ver to sit · 
out of Session and report . upon .the same at the 
next session of the Legislature ; and that a mes .. 
sage be sent to the House of Assembly requesting 
them to -appoint a Select Committee of their Body 
to co-operate with the Select Committee of the 
Council upon the said subject. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, and on 
Motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop, the Bill sent up 
entitled "An Act Respecting Retiring Allowances" 
was read a second tin1e and ordered to be com
mitted to-µiorrow. 

The· Hon . . tl1e President informed the Council 
that he had received the f.ollowing" -messages from 
the House of Assembly :-

MR. PRESIDENT : 

The House of Assembly acquaints the Legis
lative Council that it has passed the accompanying 
Bills e~titled, respectively, " An Act for raising by 
loan a .sum of money for the Public Services of the 
Colony," and "An Act to Incorporate the New'."' 
foundland Board of Trade and for other purpo?es " 
and requests the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council therewith. 

.. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, 

House of Assembly, 
June 8th, 1909. 

Speaker. 
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MR. PRRSIDltNT: 

The House o Assembly acquaints the Legis;. 
lative Council that it has passed the accompanying 
Bill entitled "An Act to amend the Revenue Act 
1905," and requests the concurrence of the Legis-
lative Council therewith. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, 
Speaker. 

House of Assembly, 
June 8th, 1909. 

MR. PRitSIDENT : 

The House of Assembly acquaints the Legis
lative Council that it has passed the accompany
ing Bill entitled " An Act furth~r to amend the 
Education · A~t 1903 " and requests the concur
rence of the Legislative Council therewith. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, 
Speaker. 

House of Assembly, 
June 8th, 1909. 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop the Bills 
sent up entitled respectively "An Act for raising 
by Loan a Sum of Money for the Public Services 
of the Colony." 

'' An Act further to amend the Education 
Act, 1903. 

"An Act to Ineorporate the Newfoundland 
, 

Board of Trade and for other purposes " were 
severally read a first time and 
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Ordered To be read a second time to-morrow . 
• 

On Motion made the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, Wednesday June 9th, at half-past four 
o'clock, p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9th, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
. . 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EDWARD D. SHEA, 
President. 

The Honourables J AJ.VIES McLAUGRLAN, 
JAMES ANGEL, 
JOHN HARRIS, 
GEORGE SKELTON, 
GEORGE KNOWLING, 

. JAMES BAIRD, 
JOHN B. AYRE, 
ROBERT K. BISHOP, 
JOHN ANDERSON, 
JOHN HARVEY, 
SAMUEL MILLEY' 
MICHAEL P. GIBBS. 

The Minutes of Tuesday, June 8th, were 
read. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, and on 
.. 

motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop, the House went 
into Committee on the Bill sent up, entitled, "An 
Act Respecting · Certain Retiring Allowances." 

The Hon. Dr. Skelton in the Chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without 
amendment. 
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Oraered, That the Report be rece~ved, and 

Ordered, That the said Bill be read a third 
time to-morrow .. 

. Pursuant to the Order of the Day and on mo
tion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop the Bill sent up en~ 
titled '' An Act for Raising by Loan a Sum of 
Money for the Public Service of the Colony,'' was 
read a second time, and 

Ordt·red, To be committed to-morrow . 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, . the Hon. 
Mr. B,ishop moved that the Bill sent up, entitled 
'' An Act to Amend the Revenue Act, 1905,'' be 
now read a second time, and the House having 
divided thereon, there appeared:-

Contents ( 10) : Non-Contents (2): 
Hons. Messrs. Bishop, Hons. Messrs. Knowling, 

Angel, McLaughlan. 
Harris, 
Skelton, 
Baird, 
Ayre, 
Anderson, 
Harvey, 
lVIilley, 
Gibbs. 

• 
So it passed in the affirmative, and 

Ordered, Accordingly. 

The said . Bill was then read a second time, 
and 
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Ordered, To be committed to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, and on 
motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop, the Bill was sent 
11p, entitled ''An Act further to amend the Educa-. 
tion Act, 1903,'' was read a second time, and 

Ordered, To be committed to-morrow. 

Purs11ant to the Order of the Day, and on 
motion of the Hon.· Mr. Bishop, the Bill sent up, 
entitled'' An Act to Incorporate the Newfoundland 
Board of Trade and for other purposes,'' was read 
a second time, and 

Ordered, To be committed to-morrow. 

The Honourable the President informed the 
Co11ncil that he had received the following mes
sages from the House of Assembly:-

i MR. PRESIDENT : 

The House of Assembly beg to acquaint the 
Legislative Co11ncil that they have appointed a 
Select Committee, consisting of the Honourable 
Colonial Secretary, the Hono11rable Minister of 
Justice, Mr. F. J. Morris, Mr. J. M. Kent and Mr. 
J. A. Clift, to co-operate with the Committee of the 
Legislative Council upon the s11bject of the Bill 
introduced into the Legislative Council ''Respect
ing certain changes in the hours of the day and 
night.'' 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, 

Assembly Chamber, 
June 9th, 1909. 
'· 

Speaker. 
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MR. PRESIDENT : 

The House of Assembly acquaints the Legis
lative Council that they have passed the accom
panying Bill, entitled " An Act for granting to His . 
"Majesty certain sums of money for defraying 
'.' certain expenses of the public service for the 
"fil;l.ancial years ending, respectively the thirtieth 
"day of June, one thousand nine hundred and 
" nine, and the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
"nine hundred and ten, and for other purposes 
"relating to the Public Service,'' in which they 
request the concurrence of the Legislative Council. 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, 

Speaker. 

Assembly Chamber, 
June 9th, I 909. · 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop, the Bill 
sent up, entitled " An Act for gran~ing to His 
~ajesty certain sums of money for defraying 
certain expenses of the Public Service for financial 
years ending respectively the thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and nine, and the 
thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
and ten, and for other purposes relating to the 
Public Service," was read a first time, and 

Ordered, To be read a second time to
morrow. 

, 

.. 
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The Hon. Mr. Bishop gives notice that he will 
on to-morrow move the Suspension of the 33rd 
Rule of the House as regards all Bills, Addresses, 
&c., now before or to come before the House during 
the remainder of the Session. 

On motion made the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, Thursday, June 10th, at half-past Four 
o'clock P.M. 
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1~HURSDAY, JUNE 10th, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable SIR EDWARD D. SHEA, 
Pl;*esz.dent. 

The Honourables JAMES McLAUGHLAN, 
J AlVIES ANGEL, 
JOHN HARRIS, 
GEORGE SKELTON, 
GEORGE KNOWLING, 
JAMES BAIRD, 
JoHN B. AYRE, 
ROBERT K. BISHOP, 
JOHN ANDERSON, 
JOHN HARVEY, 
SAMUEL MILLEY. 
MICHAEL p. GIBBS. 

The Minutes of yesterday, June 9th; were 
read. 

The Hon. the President informed the Council 
that he had received the following communication 
from Government Ho11se :-

GovERNMENT HousE, 

St. John's, Newfoundland, 

9th June, 1909. 

Dear Sir Edward Shea: 

I am desired by the Governor to inform you 
that His Excellency has granted permission to the 
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Honourable J. D. Ryan to be absent as Member of 
the Legislative Council for the remainder of the 
Session. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
, 

WILLIAM H. CAMP-ION. 

The Honourable Sir Enw ARD SHEA, 
President of the Legislative Council. 

Pursuant to Notice and on Motion of the Hon. 
Mr. Bishop, 

Ordered, That the 33rd Rule of the House 
be suspended with reference to all Bills, Addresses, 
&c., now before the House during 'the present 
Session-

Pursuant to the ·Order of the Day and on 
Motion of the Honourable J\tir. Bishop the Bill sent 
up entitled ''An Act respecting certain Retiring 
Allowanc~s '' was read a third time and passed
and-

The Honourable the President signed the 
same. 

Ordered, To be sent to the House of As
sembly with a message that this House had passed 
the said Bill without amendment. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day and on 
Motion of the Honourable Mr. Bishop the House 
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went into Committee on the Bill sent up entitled 
" An Act for raising by Loan a sum of Money for 
the Public Service of the Colony." 

The Honourable Mr. Ayre in the Chair. 

After some time the Ho11se resumed. 

The Chairman reported the · Bill without 
amendment, 

Ordered, That the Report be received. 

The said Bill was then read a third time and 
passed and the Hon. the President signed the 
same. 

OJ:dered, To be sent to the House of Assem
bly with Message that this House had passed the 
same without amendment. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, and on mo
tion of the Honourable Mr. Bishop, the House 
went into Com·mittee on the Bill sent up entitled 
''An Act ft1rther to amend ''The Education Act 
1903." 

The Hon. Mr.· Angel in the Ch~ir. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill with some 
amendments . . 

Ordered, That the Report be received. 
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The said Bill as amended was then read a 
third time and passed and the Hon. the President 
signed the same. 

Ordered, To be sent to the House of Assem7 

bly with Message that this House had passed the 
said Bill with some amendments and requesting 
concurrence therein . . 

The Amendments are as follo ... ws :· 

Section 2, 5th line after the word" Augmen .. 
tation.'' 

Strike out all the words to the end of the 
Section and insert in lieu thereof the words ''to 
teacher's salaries, which said last mentioned sum 
shall be paid in such proportion as may be fixed 
by the Governor in Council on . the recommen
dation of the Superintendent of Education." 

Section 3, 6th line "After the word "Erec
tion" insert the words "or remodelling." 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day and on mo
tion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop the House went into 
Committee on the Bill sent up entitled "An Act 
to Incorporate the Newfoundland Board of Trade 
and for other purposes." 

The Hon. Mr. Milley in the chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill with an 
amendment. 
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Ordered, That the Report be received. 

The said Bill as amended was then read a 
third time and passed and the Hon. the President 
signed the same. 

The amendment is as follows : 
' . 

Section 6, 10th and rrth "lines after the word 
'' l\1embers '' strike out the words ''And Officers.'' 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day and on mo
tion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop the House went into 
Committee on the Bill sent up. entitled " An Act 
to amend 'The Revenue Act, 1905.'" 

The Hon. Mr. Harris in the chair. 

After some time the House resumed. 

The Chairman reported the Bill 'vithout . 
amendment. 

. 

Ordered," · That the Report be received. 

The said Bill was then read a third. time and 
passed and the Hon. the President signed the 
same. 

Ordered, To be sent to the House of. As
sembly with message that this I:Jouse had passed 
the said Bill without amendment . . 
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Pursuant to the Order of the Day and on mo
tion of the Hon. Mr. BiShop the Bill sent up en
titled "An Act for granting to His Majesty certain 
sums of money for defraying certain Expenses of 
the Public Service for the financial years ending 
respectively the thirtieth day of June, One Thou
sand Nine Hundred and Nine, and the thirtieth 
day of June, One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Ten, and for other purposes relating to the Public 
Service '' was read a second time and-

Ordered, To be committed to-morrow. 

The · Hon. the President informed the House 
that he had received the following messages from 
the House of Assembly: 

MR. PRESIDENT : 

The House of Assembly acquaints the Legis
lative Council that it has passed 'vithout amend
ment the amendments made by the Legislative 
Council in and upon a Bill sent up entitled "An 
Act further to amend' The Education Act 1903.' " 

WILLIAM R. WARREN, 

Speaker. 

House of Assembly, 
June 10th, 1909. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

. The House of Assembly acquaints the Le_gis
lative Council that it has passed without amend
ment the amendment made by the Legislative 
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Council in and upon a Bill sent up entitled " An 
Act to Incorporate the N ewfoulidland Board of 
Trade and for other purposes." 

House of Assembly, 
June 10th, 1909. 

MR. PRESIDENT : 

W. R. WARREN, 

Speaker. 

The House of Assembly having passed the 
accompanying Address to His Excellency the 
Governor on the occasion of his departure from 
the Colony requests that the Legislative Council 
will concur therein and pass the same as a Joint 
Address of both branches of the Legislature. 

WILLIAM. R. WARREN. 

House of Assembly, 
June 10th, 1909. 

Speaker. 

To His Excellency A-'lir WILLIAM MAC

GREGOR, Kt1,ight Grand lrross of the 
Most IJistingitished Orde1~ of St. Mich
ct el a11,d St. Geo1"ge, Companion of the 
Most Honourable Order oj the Bath, 
IJoctor of Medicine, Goverttior and 
(.}ornrnander-in- Ohi~f~ in a'Jtd over the 
Islartd of New f vundland and its De
pertclencies. 

We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, 
the members of both branches of the General As
sembly, in Legislative Session convened, respect
fully approach Your Exaellency wit~ an expres-
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sion of our profound regret at your approaching 
departure from this Colony, whereby Newfoi.tnd
land will lose the valuable and highly appreciated 
services of one who, as His Majesty's Representa
tive, has filled that position in a manner to earn 
the esteem and regard of the whole people. 

During Your Excellency's stay in this Col
ony you have endeared yourself to all classes and 
sections of our people. To the performance of 
your official duties you have always brought an 
unswerving devotion and an unselfish fidelity. 
You have striven zealously to promote the int~r
ests of the Colony in other respects; your Reports 
on our trade and commerce will always stand as a 
monument to your industry and researches; your 
historical and scientific investigations _on Labrador 
have added greatly to our knowledge of that im
portant portion of our Colony; your visits to dif
ferellt parts of the Island whereby you have come 
in touch with our people in their ordinary pur
suits; your work .in the causes of education and 
charity, the active identification of yciurself with 
all philanthropic and moral organizations, have 
made your name a household word, and greatly 
contributed to stimulate popular interest in the 
activities of these very deserving institutions. 

We feet that we can with certainty voice the 
feelings of the people of Newfoundland in thank
ing Your Excellency for the evident desire you 
have thus shown. to promote the welfare of this 
Colony, and we hope that the blessings of Divine 
Providence may attend you in the great Province 
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of the Commonwealth of Australia, to which His 
Majesty has been pleased to appoint you. 

The said Address, o·n motion of the Hon. Mr. 
Bishop, was read and adopted. 

Ordered, That the said Address do now 
pass, and the Hon. the President signed the same. 

Ordered, To be sent to the House of As
sembly with message that the Legislative Council 
concurs in the said Add1·ess. 

The Hon. Mr. Anderson gives notice that he 
, \vill on to-morrow ask the Hon. the Leader of the 

Government if the position as Superintendent of 
Fisheries, to which Mr. Alan Goodridge has been 
Gazetted, is a new position, or . is it in lieu of the 
office of Deputy Minister of Fisheries ? 

The Hon. Mr. Harris gives notice that he will 
on to-morrow call the attention of the Hon. the 
Representative of the Government to the fact that 
application is soon to be made by the liquidators 
of the defunct Union Bank to the Supreme Court 
for the winding up of said Bank, and ask him if 
he can inform the House when the Commercial 
Bank is to be ·wound up. 

On motion made the House. adjourned until 
• 

to-morrow, Friday, June rrth, at half-past four 
o'clock P.M. 
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• 
FRIDAY, JUNE 1 lth, 1909 • 

'The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EDWARD D. SHEA, 
Prest.dent. 

The Honourables JAMES McLAUGHLAN, 

JAMES .ANGEL, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKELTON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

JAMES BAIRD, 

ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

JOHN HARVEY, 

SAMUEL MILLEY' 
MICHAEL P. GIBBS. 

The minutes of 1~hursday, June roth, were 
read. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day and on 
motion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop, the House went 
into committee on the Bill sent up, entitled ''An 
Act for granting to His Majesty certain sums of 

· money for defraying certain expenses of the Public 
Service for the :financial years ending respectively 
the 30th day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
and nine, and the 30th day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred and ten, and for other purposes 
relating to the Public Service.'' 



NINTH EDWARD. 55 

The Hon. Dr. Skelton in the chair . . 

After some time the House res11med. 

The Chairman reported the Bill without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That the report be received. 

The said Bill was then read a third time and 
passed, and the Hon. the President signed the 
same. 

Ordered, To be sent to the House of As
sembly with message that this House had passed 
the said Bill without amendment. 

Pursuant to notice the Hon. Mr. Anderson 
asked the Honourable the Leader of the Govern
ment if the position, as Superintendent of Fish
eries, to which office Mr. Alan Goodridge has 
been gazetted, is a new position, or is it in lieu of 
the office of Deputy Minister_-_of Fisheries. 

The Hon. Mr. Bishop replied. 

Pursuant to notice the Hon. Mr. Harris called 
the attention of the Honourable Representative of 
the Government to the fact that application is soon 
to be made by the liquidators of the defunct Union 
Bank to the Supreme Court for the winding up of 
said bank, and asked him if he could inform the 
House when the Commercial Bank i~ to be wound 
up. 

The Hon. Mr. __ Bishop replied. 
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The Hon. the President informed the House 
that it is the intention of His Excellency the Gov
ernor to prorogue the present Session of the Legis
lature on to-morrow, Saturday, the 12th day of 
June, at Three o'clock P.M. 

On motion made the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, Saturday, June 12th, at half-past Two 
o'clock P.M. 

I 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 12th, 1909. 

The House met pursuant to adjo11rnment. 
• 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Sir EDWARD D. SHEA 
' 

President. 
The Honourables ]AMES McLAUGHLAN, 

. 

J Al\1ES ANGEL, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

GEORGE SKEI_.,TON, 

GEORGE KNOWLING, 

JAMES BAIRD, 

JOHN B . ..i.i\. YRE, .. 

• 

JAMES s. PITTS,. C.M.G., 
ROBERT K. BISHOP, 

JORN ANDERSON, 

]ORN HARVEY, 

SAMUEL MILLEY' 

MICHAEL P. GIBBS . 

The Minutes of Friday June r rth were read. 

At 3 o'"~lock, p.m., His Excellency the Gover.\ 
nor, Sir William MacGregor, G.C.M.G., C.B., M.D. 
having arrived at the Council Chamber and being 
seated on the Throne, the Hon. the President dir
ected the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to 
proceed to the House of Assembly and inform the 
Speaker and Members thereof that it is His Excel
lency's pleasure that they forthwith attend at the. 
Bar of this House ; and they being come thereto . 
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His Honour the Speaker read the following Ad
dress to His Excellency : 

7 1
0 I-Iis E x celle1icy Si·1" WILLIAM MAC

GREGOR, Kl1,ight Grarid lrross of the 
§Iost I) 1istinr;itish,ed Orcler qf St. Mich
ctel ctn,d St. George, Oompa;lion of t~e 

' 

lJ!Iost Hono1t1"able 01·der of the Bath, 
.Doctor of 1Jfedici11,e, Gover1ior and 
(_}0111/J1ia11der-in- Ohie:f~ in a1td over the 
Isla,rtd of Newfoundland a,nd its .De

pende1·icies. 

We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the Members of both branches of the General As
sembly, in Legislative Session convened, respect
fully approach Your Excellency with an expres
sion of our profound regret at your approaching 
departure from this Colony, whereby Newfound
land will lose the valuable and highly appreciated 
services of one who, as I-Iis Majesty's Represen-
tative, has filled that position in a manner to 
earn the esteem and regard of the whole people. 

During Your Excellency's stay in this Colony 
you have endeared yourself to all classes and sec
tions of our people. To the performance of your 
official duties you have always brought an unswer
ving devotion and an unselfish fidelity. You have 
striven zealously to promote the interests of the 
Colony in other. respects: your rePorts on our 
Trade and Commerce will always stand as a monu
ment to your industry and researches; your his
torical and scientific investigations . on Labrador 
have added greatly to our knowledge of that im
portant portion of our Colony ; your visits to dif .. 
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ferent parts of the Island, whereby you have come 
in touch with our people in thei! ordinary pursuits, 
your work in the causes of education and charity, 
the active identification of yourself 'vith all phil
anthropic and moral organizations, have made 
your name a household 'vord, and greatly con
tributed to stimulate popular interest in the aetivi-
. ties of these very deserving institutions. 

We · feel that we can With certainty voice the 
feelings of the whole people of Newfoundland in 
thanking Your Excellency for the evident desire 
you have shown to promote the welfare of this 
Colony, and we hope that the blessings of Divine 
Providence may attend you in the great Province 
of the Commonvvealt]1 of Aust1·alia ·to which His 
Majesty has been pleased to appoint you. 

The Honourable the President then presented 
the said Address to His Excellency. 

His Excellency the Governor then made the 
following reply: 

Ml'. Preszdent and Honourable Gentle.men of the Legzs
lative Counczl: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House 
, of Assembly : 

The address that has been read to me as Gov
ernor of this Colony I accept as another proof of 
your whole-hearted and dutiful devotion to the 
throne and person of His Majesty the King. You 
are the representatives of a people that are con-
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scions of the dignity that belongs to them as citi
zens of the British Empire; the humblest man of 
which recognises that he has a duty towards this 
great bulwark of liberty, of freedom, of · justice, 
loyalty to the throne, and love of country, have 
hitherto been among the chief characteristics of 
Newfoundland, yet these sentiments have never 
been more clearly reflected than in the address 
now presented to the King's representative by this 
Legislature. 

I shall leave this Colony in the :firm convic
tion, which I am proud to hold, that no daughter 
of the United Kingdom looks towards the Mother;. 
land with greater confidence and ·affection than 
the eldest of her family. 

I cannot but deeply feel and highly appreci
ate the kind and indulgent expressions you have 
used· with regard to myself personally as the ser
vant of the 'King, and for these I beg to thank you 
heartily and sincerely. For nearly :five years I 
have lived and thought as a Newfoundlander, and 
it will take me some time to learn to think differ
ently, for I have had no care, no interests, outside 
of this Colony while I have been its Governor. 

This was my duty as a public servant, for the 
performance of which, to the best of my ability, I 
deserve no praise, but should, had it been other
wise, have merited just censure. I am not uncon
scious of the fact that I should have often done 

, 

things better; that I may at times have done what 
I should have left alone; and that perhaps I have 
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. occasionally not tried to do what I should at least 
have attempted. We a]l knew from experience 
how much easier it is to see this after, rather than 
before, the event. I can, however, say in truth 
and sincerity that I have not knowingly been un
just to, or injured, any man; and that I have at 
all times hOnestly endeavoured to do the best I 
could in the ii1terests of Newfoundland as a Do
minion of the Empire of which we form a part. 

Your kind and comforting words form a very 
pleasant conclusion to an interesting and eventful 
chapter in the history of this colony, and in my 
own life. I leave this with feelings of affection for 
the warmhearted and generous people of the coun
try, in the prosperous future of which I have the 
greatest confidence. Of the welfare of Newfound
land, and of the many true and faithful friends I 
leave behind, I shall always hear with real and 
sincere pleasure. 

His Excellency the Governor was pleased to 
give his assent to the following Bills :-

An Act for granting to His Majesty certain 
sums of money towards defraying certain expenses 
of the Public Service for the £.n3.ncial years ending 
respectively the 30th day of June One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Nine, and the 30th day of June, 
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten, and for 
other purposes connected with the Public Service. 

An Act to amend the Revenue Act, 1905. 

An Act further to amend the Education Act, 
1903. 
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An Act for raising by Loan a sum of money 
for the Public Service of the Colony. 

An Act respecting certain retiring allowances. 

An Act to Incorporate The Newfoundland 
Board of Trade and for other purposes. 

After which His Excellency was pleased to 
speak as fallows : 

Mr. Preszaent and Honourable Gentlemen of the 
Legislative Councz·l: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable 
House of Assembly : 

In proroguing this General Assembly and re
lieving you from further attendance, it gives me 
great .pleasure to observe the assiduity and earnest
ness with which you applied yourselves to the 
despatch of business, and the spirit of concord and 
harmony which marked your deliberations. 

I am sure it must be a great relief to you and 
to the country at large that the unexampled poli
tical conditions which have prevailed here for so 
many months are now at an end, and that with the 
closing of this session all ciasses of the community 
may confidently look forward to a restoration of 
conditions of political tranquility. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House 
of Assembly :. 
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I thank y0u for the supplies that you have 
voted for the public service. The addition to the 
grant for Education will be greatly appreciated, 
and the providing of a sum in aid of the prevention 
of the spread of tuberculosis will, I trust, prove of 
great benefit. 

Mr. Presz"dent and Honourable Gentlemen oj the 
. Legislative Council: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen oj the Honourable 
House oj Assembly: 

I heartily join in the feeling of hope which 
prevails in the community at the prospect of a 
substantial increase in the price of our staple 
product, and the assurance which this represents 
of a return to the conditions of widespread pros
perity which this Colony has so long enjoyed. 

In these my last words to the Legislature of 
the Colony I desire to testify to the great pleasure 
that it has been to me during the past five years to 
assist in promoting the best interests of the' people 

· of Newfoundland. I shall ever retain the most 
/ 

agreeable recollections of this Colony and its 
people, and follow with interest its onward march 
towards an ever brightening future. 

In bidding you farewell I trust that Providence 
may ever guide you to .wise decisions and endow 
your country with all lasting good. 
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The Hon. the President then said : 

It is His Excellency the Governor's will and 
pleasure that this General Assembly be prorogued 
until Thursday, the nineteenth day of August 
next then and here to be holden and the General 
Assembly stands prorogued accordingly. 

HUGH H. CARTER, 

Clerk Legislative Council. 

\ 
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