
 

 
 

House of Assembly 
Newfoundland and Labrador 

 
 
 
 
Minutes of the House of Assembly 
Management Commission 
 
 
 
Date: March 13, 2014 
Location:  House of Assembly Chamber 
Time: 8:45 a.m. 
  
 
Members Present:  
Hon. Ross Wiseman, Speaker 
Ms. Sandra Barnes, Clerk of the House of Assembly 
Ms. Lorraine Michael, MHA (NDP) Signal Hill - Quidi Vidi 
Hon. Joan Shea, MHA (PC) St. Georges – Stephenville 
Hon. Darin King, Government House Leader 
Mr. Andrew Parsons, MHA (L) Burgeo-LaPoile 
Mr. Dwight Ball, MHA (L) Humber Valley  
Mr. Kevin Pollard, MHA (PC) Baie Verte - Springdale 
 
 
Other 
Ms. Marie Keefe, Policy & Communications Officer 
Mr. Wade Verge, MHA, Lewisporte, Deputy Speaker 
 
 

CM 2014-003 The Minutes of the House of Assembly Management Commission meeting 

held on December 11, 2013 were approved as read.  

CM 2013-004 

 

The Minutes of the House of Assembly Management Commission meeting 

held on March 5, 2014 were approved as read. 

 

 



CM 2014-005 For the purpose of the planning and reporting requirements under the 

Transparency and Accountability Act, the Commission approved the Activity 

categorization for the House of Assembly Service; the Office of the Citizens’ 

Representative; the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner; and, 

the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer and Commissioner for Legislative 

Standards. The Commission approved the Business categorization for the 

Office of the Child and Youth Advocate. These categorizations were based on 

the 2014 assessments using the approved criteria. 

 

CM 2014-006 The Commission approved the following Transfer of Funds: 

From: 

Subdivision 1.1.01.06  Administrative Support – Purchased Services $700 

          

To: 

Subdivision 1.1.07.10 Official Opposition Caucus – Grants and Subsidies 

$700 

 

CM 2014-007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pursuant to Subsection 20(7) and Section 64 of the House of Assembly 

Accountability, Integrity and Administration Act, the Commission approved 

the following amendments to Schedule A of the Members’ Resources and 

Allowances Rules, subject to approval of the House of Assembly and final 

wording by the Office of the Legislative Counsel. 

 

Mr. Kevin Pollard recused himself from the vote as his District of Baie Verte - 

Springdale was one of the Districts affected by the proposed amendments.  

 

 

The Schedule A of the House of Assembly Accountability, Integrity and 

Administration Act is repealed and the following is substituted:  

 

Schedule A 

Intra-Constituency Allowances 

       District No.  Electoral District Total 

1 Baie Verte - Springdale  $11,900 

2 Bay of Islands  $12,500 

3 Bellevue  $13,100 

4 Bonavista North  $10,100 

5 Bonavista South  $10,100 



6 Burgeo - LaPoile  $11,300 

7 Burin - Placentia West  $8,200 

8 Cape St. Francis  $7,200 

9 Carbonear - Harbour Grace  $7,700 

10 Cartwright - L'Anse au Clair  $25,600 

11 Conception Bay East - Bell Island  $7,700 

12 Conception Bay South  $6,100 

13 Exploits  $10,100 

14 Ferryland  $10,100 

15 Fortune Bay - Cape La Hune  $16,300 

16 Gander  $7,700 

17 Grand Bank  $12,000 

18 Grand Falls-Windsor - Buchans  $9,100 

19 Grand Falls-Windsor – Green Bay South $9,700 

20 Harbour Main  $6,900 

21 Humber East  $6,300 

22 Humber Valley  $12,000 

23 Humber West  $7,100 

24 Kilbride  $6,100 

25 Labrador West  $7,700 

26 Lake Melville  $6,900 

27 Lewisporte  $9,200 

28 Mount Pearl North  $6,000 

29 Mount Pearl South  $6,000 

30 Placentia - St. Mary's  $11,500 

31 Port au Port  $6,800 

32 Port de Grave  $7,700 

33 Signal Hill - Quidi Vidi  $6,000 

34 St. Barbe  $11,900 

35 St. George's - Stephenville East  $7,700 

36 St. John's Centre  $6,000 

37 St. John's East  $6,000 

38 St. John's North  $6,000 

39 St. John's South  $6,000 

40 St. John's West  $6,000 

41 Terra Nova  $12,700 

42 The Isle of Notre Dame  $9,800 

43 The Straits - White Bay North  $10,800 

44 Topsail  $6,000 

45 Torngat Mountains  $20,700 

46 Trinity - Bay de Verde  $8,600 

47 Trinity North  $8,200 

48 Virginia Waters  $6,000 

 

 

Total  $445,100 



 

 

CM 2014-008 The Commission, pursuant to subsection 23(3) of the House of Assembly 

Accountability, Integrity and Administration Act, appointed Mr. Kevin 

Pollard, Member for Baie Verte-Springdale, as Member and Chair of the 

Audit Committee, effective immediately. 

 

CM 2014-009 The Commission, pursuant to subsection 24(9) of the House of Assembly 

Accountability, Integrity and Administration Act, approved payment of an 

invoice totaling $791.15 for the Member for Mount Pearl South. 

CM 2014-010 

 

The Commission, pursuant to subsection 24(9) of the House of Assembly 

Accountability, Integrity and Administration Act, approved the payment of 

expenses totaling $100.00 for the Member for St. Barbe. 

CM 2014-011 The Commission deferred a Decision on the request from the Member for 

Placentia-St. Mary’s pending further analysis to be brought forward for 

consideration at a future meeting of the Commission. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Adjournment: 9:35 a.m. 
Hon. Ross Wiseman, MHA 
Speaker and Chair 
 
 
Sandra Barnes 
Clerk and Secretary to the Commission 
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BN 2014-009 
 
 

House of Assembly Management Commission 
 

Briefing Note 
 
 
Title:  Letter of Appeal - 60 Days Submission Deadline   
 
Issue: Appeal of Claim Ruling - Member for Bay of Islands 
 
Background: 
 

 The Member for Bay of Islands is appealing the denial of payment by Corporate 
and Members’ Services Division of certain allowable expenses incurred by the 
Member as the expenditures were incurred more than 60 days prior to the claim 
being made. 

 
 Subsection 7(6) of the Members Resources and Allowances Rules states that 

 
(6) A claim against an allowance for payment or reimbursement shall 

not be made more than 60 days after the date on which the 
expenditure was made. 

  
 Subsections 24(1), 24(8) and 24(9) of the House of Assembly Accountability, 

Integrity and Administration Act (the Act) state: 
 
24(1) Where a member incurs an expense and a claim for 

reimbursement, or payment has been rejected by an officer or staff 
member of the House of Assembly service, or the member is unsure 
as to whether an expense, if incurred, will qualify for 
reimbursement or payment, he or she may request a ruling from 
the speaker. 

 
(8) Where the ruling of the speaker is that the expenditure does not 

comply with the rules and directives of the commission, the 
member may appeal that ruling to the commission and, after giving 
the member an opportunity to make a submission in writing in 
support of the appeal, the commission may decide to reverse, 
uphold or modify the ruling of the speaker, and the decision of the 
commission is final.  

 
(9) Notwithstanding that an expense claim has been denied by an 

officer, staff member or the speaker, in accordance with the rules, 
where there is an appeal to the commission under this section and 
the commission determines that that claimed expense amount 
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             (a) has been incurred by the member; and 
 
             (b) is a permitted expense under the Act and rules; and 
 

 (c) does not exceed an expense amount or allowance 
allocation permitted under the rules, 

 
and a denial of payment of the expense amount would, in 
the opinion of the commission, be unjust, the commission 
may approve the expenditure for the claimed expense to the 
extent that the commission considers to be just and the 
decision of the commission is final. 

  
 The expenses submitted, totaling $54.97, have been reviewed by the Corporate 

and Members’ Services Division and are permitted expenses under the Members’ 
Resources and Allowances Rules.  

 
 The attached letter from Member for Bay of Islands provides further details. 
 

Analysis: 
 
 Legal Consultation: 
 Not applicable. 
  

Internal Consultation(s): 
Not applicable. 

  
External Consultation(s): 

 Not applicable. 
  

Comparison to Government Policy: 
 Not applicable.  
 
 Financial Impact: 

Not applicable.  
 
 Legislative Impact: 
 Not applicable. 
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Options: 
 

1. Approve the payment of expenses totaling $54.97 for the Member for Bay of Islands. 
 

2. Deny the payment of expenses totaling $54.97 for the Member for Bay of Islands.  
 
 
Status: 
 

 Not applicable.  
 
 
Action Required: 
 

 The decision of the Commission is requested. 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: Bobbi Russell    Approved by: Sandra Barnes 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Date: April 7, 2014  
  
 
Attachments: 
1. Letter dated March 7, 2014 from the Member for Bay of Islands to the Speaker. 
2. Letter dated March 24, 2014 from the Speaker to the Member for Bay of Islands.  
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BN 2014-010 
 
 

House of Assembly Management Commission 
 

Briefing Note 
 
 
Title:  Letter of Appeal - 60 Days Submission Deadline   
 
Issue: Appeal of Claim Ruling - Member for Mount Pearl South 
 
Background: 
 

 The Member for Mount Pearl South is appealing the denial of payment by 
Corporate and Members’ Services Division of certain allowable expenses 
incurred by the Member as the expenditures were incurred more than 60 days 
prior to the claim being made. 

 
 Subsection 7(6) of the Members Resources and Allowances Rules states that 

 
(6) A claim against an allowance for payment or reimbursement shall 

not be made more than 60 days after the date on which the 
expenditure was made. 

  
 Subsections 24(1), 24(8) and 24(9) of the House of Assembly Accountability, 

Integrity and Administration Act (the Act) state: 
 
24(1) Where a member incurs an expense and a claim for 

reimbursement, or payment has been rejected by an officer or staff 
member of the House of Assembly service, or the member is unsure 
as to whether an expense, if incurred, will qualify for 
reimbursement or payment, he or she may request a ruling from 
the speaker. 

 
(8) Where the ruling of the speaker is that the expenditure does not 

comply with the rules and directives of the commission, the 
member may appeal that ruling to the commission and, after giving 
the member an opportunity to make a submission in writing in 
support of the appeal, the commission may decide to reverse, 
uphold or modify the ruling of the speaker, and the decision of the 
commission is final.  

 
(9) Notwithstanding that an expense claim has been denied by an 

officer, staff member or the speaker, in accordance with the rules, 
where there is an appeal to the commission under this section and 
the commission determines that that claimed expense amount 
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             (a) has been incurred by the member; and 
 
             (b) is a permitted expense under the Act and rules; and 
 

 (c) does not exceed an expense amount or allowance 
allocation permitted under the rules, 

 
and a denial of payment of the expense amount would, in 
the opinion of the commission, be unjust, the commission 
may approve the expenditure for the claimed expense to the 
extent that the commission considers to be just and the 
decision of the commission is final. 

  
 The expenses submitted, totaling $181.48, have been reviewed by the Corporate 

and Members’ Services Division and are permitted expenses under the Members’ 
Resources and Allowances Rules.  

 
 The attached letter from Member for Mount Pearl South provides further details. 
 

Analysis: 
 
 Legal Consultation: 
 Not applicable. 
  

Internal Consultation(s): 
Not applicable. 

  
External Consultation(s): 

 Not applicable. 
  

Comparison to Government Policy: 
 Not applicable.  
 
 Financial Impact: 

Not applicable.  
 
 Legislative Impact: 
 Not applicable. 
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Options: 
 

1. Approve the payment of expenses totaling $181.48 for the Member for Mount Pearl 
South. 

 
2. Deny the payment of expenses totaling $181.48 for the Member for Mount Pearl South.  

 
 
Status: 
 

 Not applicable.  
 
 
Action Required: 
 

 The decision of the Commission is requested. 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: Bobbi Russell    Approved by: Sandra Barnes 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Date: April 7, 2014  
  
 
Attachments: 
1. Letter dated March 21, 2014 from the Member for Mount Pearl South to the Speaker. 
2. Letter dated March 21, 2014 from the Speaker to the Member for Mount Pearl South.  
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BN 2014-011  
 

House of Assembly Management Commission 
Briefing Note 

 
 
Title:  Budget Transfers Report 
  
Issue:  Budget transfers processed during fiscal 2013-14. 
 
 
Background:   
 
 The Transfer of Funds Policy, April 2008 requires only certain budget transfers to be 

approved by the Commission.  However, to ensure transparency, it was proposed that all 
transfers of funds should be reported to the Commission.   

 
 In accordance with Section 4.1.1 of the Transfer of Funds Policy, the following thirty-five 

(35) transfers were approved by the Clerk of the House of Assembly and the applicable 
Statutory Officer or Chief Financial Officer (or designate) since the last report: 

 
 HOABT2014-0001 to HOABT2014-0006  
 HOABT2014-0008 to HOABT2014-0034 
 AGBA00001-1314 to AGBA00002-1314 (transfers for the Office of the 

Auditor General) 
 
 In accordance with Section 4.2.1 of the Transfer of Funds Policy, the following 

transfer of funds was approved by the Management Commission: 
HOABT2013-0007– approved per Commission Minute No. CM 2014-006. 
 

Analysis: 
 
 Legal Consultation: 

Not applicable 
 

 Internal Consultation(s): 
Not applicable 

 
 External Consultation(s): 

Not applicable 
 

 Comparison to Government Policy: 
The Executive Branch has a comparable Transfer of Funds Policy. 

  
Financial Impact: 
Not applicable 

 
 Legislative Impact: 

Not applicable 
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Options: 
Not applicable  
 
 
Status: 
Not applicable 
 
 
Action Required: 
 
For information purposes only. 
 
 
 
Drafted by: Wanda Lee Mercer    Approved by: Sandra Barnes 
 
 
Approved by:  
 
 
Date:  April 7, 2014 
 
 
Attachments:  
1. Budget Transfers HOABT2014-0001 to HOABT2014-0034 
2. Budget Transfers AGBA00001-1314 to ABGA00002-1314 
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BN 2014-012 
 
 

House of Assembly Management Commission 
Briefing Note 

 
 
Title: Amendment required to Schedule A of the Members Resources and Allowances 

Rules 
  
Issue: Correction is required to provide two districts with the appropriate funding for 

their Intra and Extra Constituency Allowance following an error in Schedule A. 
 
Background:   
 
 On March 13, 2014 the Management Commission approved a redistribution of funding among several 

districts in the Intra and Extra Constituency Allowance Category (I&E) to enable more equitable 
funding levels.  
 

 These amendments were tabled in the House on March 31, 2014 and passed by the House on April 1, 
2014. 
 

 The I&E funding allocation for the District of Labrador West was supposed to be decreased by 
$1,100.  An error was made in preparing Schedule A and the decrease was inadvertently applied to 
the District of Lake Melville.  The funding level for the District of Labrador West remained at the 
same funding level as 2013-2014. The error was not detected until after the amendments had already 
been passed by the House of Assembly. 

 

 In order to correct the error, the same process must be followed as that recently followed to change 
Schedule A after the March 13, 2014 decisions, i.e. tabling and a debatable motion in the House. 

 

Analysis: 
 
 Legal Consultation: 
  
 Law Clerk 
  

Internal Consultation(s): 
 N/A 
  

External Consultation(s): 
 N/A 
  

Comparison to Government Policy: 
 N/A 
 
 Financial Impact: 
 N/A 
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 Legislative Impact: 
 The amendment must be tabled 
 
Options: 
 
1.  The Commission approves the attached amendments to the Members’ Resources and 

Allowances Rules to adjust the Intra-Constituency allocations for the specified districts. 
 

2.  The Commission does not approve the attached amendments to the Members’ Resources 
and Allowances Rules to adjust the Intra-Constituency allocations for the specified 
districts. 

 
 

Status: 
 

 The current Schedule A to the Rules remains in effect. 
 
Action Required: 
 
Pursuant to Subsection 20(7) and Section 64 of the House of Assembly Accountability, Integrity 
and Administration Act, the Commission hereby gives approval to the attached proposed 
amendments to the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules, subject to approval of the House 
of Assembly and final wording by the Office of the Legislative Counsel. 
 
 
Prepared by: S. Barnes, Clerk       
 
 
Approved by:  
 
Date: 2014-04-14  
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Proposed Schedule Amendment 
 
  



The Management Commission approves the following amendment to the 
Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules, subject to drafting by the 
Office of the Legislative Counsel. 

 

Proposed Schedule amendment: 

 

1. Schedule A of the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules is 
amended by deleting lines 25 and 26 and substituting the 
following: 

 

25 Labrador West  $6,600 
26 Lake Melville  $8,000 
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