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BACKGROUND

Section 24 of the Members’ Resources and Allowance Rules (the Rules) establishes the office
operations, supplies and communications allocation ($12,000 per year, HST md.), which includes
various expenses related to the operations of the constituency office, as well as communication
expenses such as advertising, Member-created publications (e.g. newsletters, postcards, etc.) and
special occasion cards.

Further to recommendations of the 2016 Members’ Compensation Review Committee and an ad
hoc committee appointed by the Management Commission, the Commission approved an
amendment to section 24 of the Rules allowing special occasion cards for the occasions of
birthday, anniversary and sympathy only, but prohibiting the reimbursement of Christmas and other
seasonal cards (CM 201 7-067 refers).

The provisions respecting Christmas greetings has caused confusion in that it allows
reimbursement of Christmas and seasonal greetings in Member-created publications such as
householders, but prohibits reimbursement of expenses from the same funding allocation for
Christmas greetings in special occasion cards and advertising.

The Commission considered this issue at its June 14, 2023 meeting, and approved the following
amendment to the Rules:
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That subsection 24(2) of the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules be amended as
follows:

“For the purpose of subsection (1), “special occasion cards” means anniversary,
birthday, sympathy, Christmas or seasonal cards”

The amendment was Gazetted on July 14, 2023, and is effective (in force) as of that date.

aBarnes
Clerk of the House of Assembly


