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BACKGROUND

In 2018 the Department of Justice and Public Safety advised the Clerk of amendments required to legislation
administered by the House of Assembly as a result of the legalization of cannabis for non-medical purposes.

In response to the change by the Government of Canada, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
proposed a policy approach that treats cannabis similarly to smoking andlor alcohol. As such, a search of all
provincial legislation for the words smoke, drug, alcohol, liquor, and tobacco was undertaken by lawyers in the
Department of Justice and Public Safety. In legislation administered by the House of Assembly, the search
revealed two instances of the word “alcohol”. The references appear in the Members’ Resources and Allowances
Rides in Section 46 respecting expenses related to constituency work that are not eligible for reimbursement.

The Commission considered the issue at its May 16, 2018 meeting, approving an amendment to Section 30 of the
Rules. The timing of publication was directed to align with the coming into force of anticipated statutory changes
required to effect to legalization. A delay occurred and the outstanding requirement for publication was recently
identified. The approved amendment is as follows:

Subsection 46(4) of the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules is amended by adding immediately
after paragraph (c) the following:

(c.J) cannabis in anyform;

This rule amendment was gazetted on November 13, 2020 and is effective (or in force) as of that date.
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