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BACKGROUND

At its meeting on November 30, 2016, the Management Commission accepted recommendation #10 of the 2016
Members’ Compensation Review Committee (MCRC) that the recovery of expenses related to seasonal and
special occasion cards be prohibited (CM 2016-050 refers). To give effect to this recommendation, the
Commission approved an amendment to section 24 of the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules (the Rules)
to remove seasonal and special occasion cards as an allowable expense under the office operations, supplies and
communications allocation (CM 2017-021 refers).

At its March 15, 2017 meeting, the Management Commission directed that an Ad Hoc Committee be appointed
with representation from each of the three caucuses to review and make recommendations respecting advertising
member-created publications. During its deliberations, the Ad Hoc Committee also discussed the restriction on
seasonal and special occasion cards, and recommended that the Management Commission consider allowing
Members the recoven’ of expenses related to greeting cards for occasions of anniversary, birthday and sympathy
only.

At its meeting of November 8, 2017 the Management Commission accepted the Ad-Hoc Committees
recommendation and approved the following rule amendment (CM 2017-067 refers):

Section 24 of the Members’ Resources and Allowances Rules is repealed and the following substituted:

Office operations, supplies and communications allowance

24. (1) A member may claim against the office operations and supplies allowance for
reimbursement to cover operational costs of operating a constituency office including,

(a) office supplies;
(b) printing;
(c) photocopies;
(d) newspapers;



(e) answering services;
(f) staff professional development;
(g) courier services and postage;
(h) database maintenance;
(i) advertising in the form and with the content outlined in the policies of the
commission;
(j) special occasion cards;
(k) those other items identified and directed by the commission.

(2) For the purpose of subsection (I), “special occasion cards” means anniversary, birthday or
sympathy cards, but does not include Christmas cards or other seasonal cards.

This rule amendment was Gazetted on November 24, 2017 and is now in effect.
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