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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
As Chair of the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council (NLAC), I am pleased to 
present its annual report for the fiscal year 2018-19. The annual report is 
submitted in accordance with the obligation as a category three entity under the 
Transparency and Accountability Act. As the Chair of the NLAC, I accept 
accountability on behalf of Council, for the preparation of the report and the 
achievement of its objective.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stan Hill  
Chair 
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OVERVIEW 
 
Background 
The NLAC is a non-profit Crown Agency created in 1980 by the Arts Council Act. 
Its mission is to foster and promote the creation and enjoyment of the arts for 
the benefit of all Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. A volunteer council of 13 
people appointed by government, reflecting regional representation of the 
province, governs the Council. Council members serve on a volunteer basis for a 
three-year term. There are five full-time staff (three male/ two female) 
employed by the Arts Council. As a Crown Agency, the NLAC operates at arm's-
length from the Provincial Government. 
 
The primary function of the NLAC is to develop and administer grant programs 
for professional artists and arts organizations, community groups and schools. 
Currently the NLAC achieves this through seven funding programs: 

1. Sustaining Program for Professional Arts Organizations  
2. Annual Operating Program for Professional Arts Organizations 
3. Professional Project Grants Program  
4. Community Arts Program  
5. Professional Artists’ Travel Fund  
6. School Touring Program 
7. ArtsSmarts  

 
The NLAC also initiates partnerships with the business community and other 
funding agencies; produces an annual arts awards show designed to honour the 
accomplishments of Newfoundland and Labrador artists; and manages the BMO 
Winterset Award, the Lawrence Jackson Writing Award and the Rhonda Payne 
Theatre Award. 
 
Highlights and Partnerships 
 
During the 2018-19 fiscal year, the NLAC partnered with: 
 

 Richard Gywn Foundation and BMO Financial Group for the sponsorship 
of 2018 BMO Winterset Awards in March 2019.  

 Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, BMO Bank of Montreal and 
Memorial University of Newfoundland for the sponsorship of the 2018 
NLAC Arts Awards held in Labrador City in April 2018. 

 Federal, provincial and municipal funders to provide outreach throughout 
Newfoundland and Labrador about grant funding programs. 

 Canada Council for the Arts, Canadian Heritage, First Light Friendship 
Centre, Atlantic Presenters Association, Arts Nova Scotia, Arts New 
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Brunswick, Prince Edward Island Department of Innovation and elders 
from Indigenous communities throughout Atlantic Canada to plan the 
third Petapan Indigenous arts Symposium to be held in St. John’s in June 
2019. 
 

  
The NLAC further provides information and resources to the arts community in 
the areas of technology and social media, government arts policy and funding 
programs. The NLAC also acts as an advisory organization for the Provincial 
Government, and in the promotion of cultural industries within the province, as 
a liaison with other provincial arts councils, the Canada Council and other arts 
funding bodies. 
 
Financial Information 
In 2018-19, the NLAC’s total budget was approximately $2.3 million. A detailed 
breakdown of audited financial information is found in the Financial Statements 
appended to this report. 
 
Legislation and Mandate 
 
Section 5 of the Arts Council Act states: The objects of the council are to foster 
and promote the creation and production of works in the arts, the study and 
enjoyment of those works, and, in particular, the council shall: 

a) foster and promote through grants and otherwise the arts of the 
province and the arts of groups indigenous to the province; 

b) help through grants and otherwise in the development of provincial 
amateur and professional artists and art organizations; and 

c) advise the minister with respect to the development of arts and arts 
policy in the province. 

 
Vision 
The vision of the NLAC is of a province where Newfoundlanders and 
Labradorians are a creative, innovative and diverse people who fully participate 
in a healthy, vibrant, and cultural community, which is globally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 
 
Council Members  
At the end of this reporting period, March 31, 2019 the Council consisted of the 
following members: 
 
Chairperson  Stan Hill, Conne River (Visual Arts) 
Co-Vice Chairs  Pierre LeBlanc, Corner Brook (Visual Arts) 

Kristin Harris Walsh, St. John’s (Dance) 
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Members  Debbie Brake-Patten, Kippens (Community) 
                                        Barbara Doran, St. John’s (Film) 

Don Dunphy, Stephenville (Theatre) 
   Robert Hallett, St. John’s (Music) 

Todd Hennessey, Corner Brook (Theatre) 
   Richard Neville, Happy Valley-Goose Bay (Music) 

Christina Parker, St. John’s (Business) 
Marie Wadden, St. John’s (Writing) 
Gerry Osmond, Director of Arts and Heritage, Department 
of Tourism, Culture, Industry and Innovation 

 
 
Office Location 
Newman Building 
1 Springdale Street 
P.O. Box 98 
St. John's, NL A1C 5H5 
 
 

Telephone: (709) 726-2212 
Toll Free: 1-866-726-2212 
Fax: (709) 726-0619 
E-Mail: nlacmail@nfld.net 
Website: www.nlac.nf.ca 

REPORT ON PERFORMANCE 
 
2018-19 Objectives/Indicators 
 
Issue:  Investment in Newfoundland and Labrador’s professional artists and 
arts organizations 
 
Objective 2018-19: By March 31, 2019 the NLAC will have invested in 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s professional artists and arts organizations 
 

Indicator 1: Held stakeholder sessions on NLAC operations and programs 
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador as part of the Cultural Plan renewal.  

In 2018-19 the NLAC conducted consultations with 160 artists, representatives 
of artist organizations, community representatives and others. The NLAC held 
community forums across Newfoundland and Labrador that included sessions 
in Corner Brook, Clarenville, Grand Falls-Windsor, Happy Valley-Goose Bay, 
Labrador City, Mount Pearl, Rocky Harbour, St. Albans, St. John’s and 
Stephenville. The consultation process provided a rich body of information and 
feedback for Council in the development of our operational plan for the next 
three years. 
 

Indicator 2: Introduced an on-line application process for all grant and arts 
awards programs.  
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In 2018-19 the NLAC introduced a new online application process for all grant 
and arts awards programs.  All applicants now apply through our Smart Simple 
grant management system. This increased efficiency and reduced paper use 
and administrative time. It also saved applicants the cost of printing and 
mailing or couriering multiple paper copies. Feedback from applicants indicate 
that a majority have found the application process to be easily understood and 
intuitive. 
 

Indicator 3: Supported opportunities for the public to experience the arts 
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador. 

In 2018-19, the NLAC supported opportunities for the public to experience the 
arts throughout Newfoundland and Labrador by investing 1.534 million in 
grants to professional artists and arts organizations, community arts 
organizations and schools throughout Newfoundland. These grants enabled 
our artists and arts organizations to create and produce works for the 
enjoyment of the arts for the benefit of all Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.  
 
During 2018-19 the NLAC supported works of art in dance, film, music, 
multidiscipline, theatre, visual arts and writing throughout every region of 
Newfoundland and Labrador that provided the public with high quality and 
diverse art experiences. 

 
 
 
2019-20 Objective/Indicators 
 
Objective 2019-20: By March 31, 2020 the NLAC will have invested in 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s professional artists and arts organizations 
 

Indicator 1: Increased funding opportunities for Newfoundland and Labrador’s 
professional artists and arts organizations. 
 

Indicator 2:  Hosted an Atlantic Indigenous arts symposium in Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 

Indicator 3: Collaborated with the Department of Tourism, Culture, Industry 
and Innovation to oversee the implementation of the Cultural Action Plan. 

 







































 
 
 
 
 
 
To Obtain a Copy of This Document: 
 
Electronic  
Website: http://www.tcii.gov.nl.ca/publications/index.html  
 
Paper 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Industry and Innovation  
2nd Floor, West Block  
Confederation Building  
P.O. Box 8700 
St. John's, NL A1B 4J6 
 
Telephone: (709) 729-7000 
Toll Free: 1-800-563-2299 
Facsimile: (709) 729-0654 
E-mail: tcii@gov.nl.ca 
 
Available in alternate format upon request.  
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