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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
As Chair of the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council, I am pleased to 
present its annual report for the fiscal year 2017-18. The annual report is 
submitted in accordance with the obligation as a category three entity 
under the Transparency and Accountability Act. It was prepared under 
the direction of Council Members and my signature indicates the Board’s 
accountability for the activities and actual results as reported throughout 
this document. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stan Hill  
Chair 
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OVERVIEW 
 
Background 
The Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council (NLAC) is a non-profit Crown 
corporation created in 1980 by the Arts Council Act. Its mission is to foster and 
promote the creation and enjoyment of the arts for the benefit of all 
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.  
 
A volunteer board of 13 people appointed by Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 
reflecting regional representation of the province, governs the Council. Council 
members serve on a volunteer basis for a three-year term. There are five full-
time staff (three male/ two female) employed by NLAC.  
 
The primary function of the NLAC is to develop and administer grant programs 
for professional artists and arts organizations, community groups and schools. 
The NLAC achieves this through seven funding programs: 

1. Sustaining Program for Professional Arts Organizations  
2. Annual Operating Program for Professional Arts Organizations 
3. Professional Project Grants Program  
4. Community Arts Program  
5. Professional Artists’ Travel Fund  
6. School Touring Program 
7. ArtsSmarts  

 
The NLAC also initiates partnerships with the business community and other 
funding agencies; produces an annual arts awards show designed to honour the 
accomplishments of Newfoundland and Labrador artists; and manages the BMO 
Winterset Award, the Lawrence Jackson Writing Award and the Rhonda Payne 
Theatre Award. 
  
The NLAC provides information and resources to the arts community in the areas 
of technology and social media, government arts policy and funding programs. 
The NLAC also acts as an advisory organization for the Provincial Government, 
and in the promotion of cultural industries within the province, as a liaison with 
other provincial arts councils, the Canada Council and other arts funding bodies. 
 
Financial Information 
In 2017-18, the NLAC’s total budget was approximately $2.445 million. A detailed 
breakdown of audited financial information is found in the Financial Statements 
appended to this report. 
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Legislation and Mandate 
The Arts Council Act states that the purpose of the NLAC is to foster and 
promote the creation and production of works in the arts in the province, the 
study and enjoyment of these works and to encourage public awareness of the 
arts. 
 
Section 5 of the Arts Council Act states: The objects of the council are to foster 
and promote the creation and production of works in the arts, the study and 
enjoyment of those works, and, in particular, the council shall: 

a) foster and promote through grants and otherwise the arts of the 
province and the arts of groups indigenous to the province; 

b) help through grants and otherwise in the development of provincial 
amateur and professional artists and art organizations; and 

c) advise the minister with respect to the development of arts and arts 
policy in the province. 

 
Vision 
The vision of the NLAC is of a province where Newfoundlanders and 
Labradorians are a creative, innovative and diverse people who fully participate 
in a healthy, vibrant, and cultural community, which is globally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 
 
Council Members  
At the end of this reporting period, March 31, 2018 the Council consisted of the 
following members: 
 
Chairperson  Stan Hill, Conne River (Visual Arts) 
Co-Vice Chairs  Pierre LeBlanc, Corner Brook (Visual Arts) 

Christina Parker, St. John’s (Business) 
Members  Barbara Doran, St. John’s (Film) 
   Robert Hallett, St. John’s (Music) 

Kristin Harris Walsh, St. John’s (Dance) 
Todd Hennessey, Corner Brook (Theatre) 
Lisa McDonald, St. John’s (Community) 

   Richard Neville, Happy Valley-Goose Bay (Music) 
Marie Wadden, St. John’s (Writing) 
Vacancy (Writing) 
Vacancy (Theatre) 
Gerry Osmond, Director of Arts, Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Industry and Innovation 
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Office Location 
Newman Building 
1 Springdale Street 
P.O. Box 98 
St. John's, NL A1C 5H5 
 
 

Telephone: (709) 726-2212 
Toll Free: 1-866-726-2212 
Fax: (709) 726-0619 
E-Mail: nlacmail@nfld.net 
Website: www.nlac.nf.ca 

Lines of Business 
The primary function of the NLAC is to develop and manage grant programs for 
professional artists and arts organizations, community groups and schools.  
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REPORT ON PERFORMANCE 
 
2017-18 Objective/Indicators 
 
Objective: By March 31, 2018 the NLAC will have invested in Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s professional artists and arts organizations 
 

Indicator 1: Supported opportunities for professional artists and arts 
organizations to present their work locally, nationally and internationally. 

In 2017-18 the NLAC provided opportunities for professional artist and arts 
organizations to present their work locally, nationally and internationally by 
providing $1.61 million in funding through its seven grant programs.   
 
Applicants availed of NLAC funding to create visual artwork for an exhibition in 
British Columbia; to participate in a two-week residency in Chile with the work 
created to be exhibited in St. John’s; to exhibit artwork at the Northern Lights 
Conference; and to travel to Kansas City to perform at the Folk Alliance 
International Conference Showcase. 

Indicator 2: Reviewed and revised current funding programs and processes to 
ensure fair and equitable access to NLAC funding programs and processes 

In 2017-18 the NLAC reviewed and revised its current funding and processes as 
part of its move to an online application process for all of its funding programs. 
Once registered, an applicant will submit an application online and upload any 
supporting documentation. 
  
Over the past year, the NLAC introduced a change in structure of peer 
assessment committees. In addition to using peer assessors within the province, 
the NLAC now uses peer assessors from across Canada to assess grant 
applications. The NLAC also made a commitment to involve more Indigenous and 
Francophone assessors in the application assessment process. 

Indicator 3: Ensured the distribution of NLAC’s funding reflects the current and 
evolving state of Newfoundland and Labrador’s professional arts sector. 

In 2017-18, the NLAC awarded $725,000 in operational funding to professional 
arts organizations, $591,000 in creation and travel funding to professional artists, 
$75,000 to community arts organizations and $142,500 to schools throughout 
Newfoundland and Labrador ensuring a funding balance that will contribute to a 
vital, flourishing and sustainable professional arts ecosystem. 
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2018-19 Objective/Indicators 
 
Objective: By March 31, 2019 the NLAC will have invested in Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s professional artists and arts organizations 
 

Indicator 1: Held stakeholder sessions on NLAC operations and programs 
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador as part of the Cultural Plan renewal. 

Indicator 2:  Introduced an on-line application process for all grant and arts 
award programs. 

Indicator 3: Supported opportunities for the public to experience the arts 
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador.  
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To Obtain a Copy of This Document: 
 
Electronic  
Website: http://www.tcii.gov.nl.ca/publications/index.html  
 
Paper 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Industry and Innovation  
2nd Floor, West Block  
Confederation Building  
P.O. Box 8700 
St. John's, NL A1B 4J6 
 
Telephone: (709) 729-7000 
Toll Free: 1-800-563-2299 
Facsimile: (709) 729-0654 
E-mail: tcii@gov.nl.ca 
 
Available in alternate format upon request.  
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