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Former premier says he was rol part of discussions lo put equipmant on hold or delay purchase A A CORNER BROOK N.L. -

[Before he was even premier, Dwight Ball made a commitment as leader of the Opposilion that a Liberal govemment wouid

expand cancer cara services in the province and put a radiation untt and a PET scanner in the acute care haspital to be built
in Comer Brook.

“That commilment was mada in 2014, long bafore construction started. The hospital is scheduled lo be compleled in 2023.
It's a commitment Ball is confident will be met.

On Thursday, Ball told SaltWire Network there was research and analysis conducted before he made the commitment and it
was about more than just Wastem Memorial Regional Hoapital.

"This was an extansion of the pravincial cancer care program.* he said.

He said it was about having backup and no interTuption in services should samething happen to equipmeat in St. John's, and
it was abou! minimizing the need for people on the west coast o travel lo oblain cancer cara. Ball said it could even provide
anolher option for the rest of Atlantic Canada

*I was never part of any discussions that would have put this PET scanner on hold or delay.” — Dwight Ball

*He said it was always intended that once the radiation therapy unit was in pface, a PET scanner or a newer, betier piece of
diagnostic equipment would be included.

"Whatever this radiation clinic requires in diagnostic imaging at the time, well then that is what will go in 1o support the
radiation program in Comar Brook,” he said.

Ball has bean follawing the issue since Health Minister Dr. John Haggie said in eady January there would be no PET scanner

“"in the new hospital, and the nead for il would be assessed laler. Comer Brook MHA Gerry Byme has said there will be a PET
scanner al the hospital when doclors say it's needed.

| was concerned about #, because | knew that tfus commitment was made with a lol of work and lot of people involved in it,"
Ball-sad

"l was never part of any discussions thal woukl have put ilus PET scaaner on hold or delay.”

ICYMI: Whal is a PET scanner and what will it do at the new Gomer Brook Haspital | The Telegram hitps./it.co/AHNeOth11J
pic.twitter comixhjyCHZDT

— The Telegram (@StlohnsTelagram) January 20, 2021

Right bafore the provincial election was cailed the govemment announced it was putting $2 million in trust with the Westem
Regional Hospital Foundation loward a PET scanner for the new hospital,
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