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The House met at 10:30 AM.

MR. SPEAKER: Order!

HON. W. J. KEOUGH (Minister of Labour): ' Mr. Speake?, I wish to announce
that the Government have decided to establish new minimum wage levels

as follows: Male Employees: 16 to under 19 years of apo who must

up to now be pald not less than 70¢ per hour will be paid at least 85¢
per hour under 18 years of age.

19 years of age and over who must up to now be paid not less than
51.10 per hour will be paid at least $1.25 per hour over 18 years of
age.

Female Employees: 16 to under 19 years of age who must up to now he paid
not less than 50¢ per hour will be paid at least &5¢ per hour under 18
vears of age.

19 years of age and over who must up to now be paid not less than
85¢ per hour will be paid at least 51,00 per hour over 18 years of age.

These new minimum rates apply to all employees except domestics
in a private home.

Minimum overtime rates of time and a half which up to now must be
paid for hours worked in excess of 48 a week to all emplnyee; ex¢ept
domestics, farm employees and those employed in fish procesding, will
in future be paid to fish plang workers as well,

For the time beinp farming will be exempted from overtime rates
because 1t is thought that to remove the total exemption farming now
enjoys might be goling too far too fast.

"Farming" is to be defined as the planting, cultivation and harvesting
of farm produce and the railsing of livestock and poultry but not to
include the production of fruit and vegetables in greenhouse and nursery
operations,

The age reduction, from 19 vears to 18 years indlcated, results from
(1} A request of the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labeur,

{2) The Director of Minimum Wages reports that fleld studies lead him

to believe there is a tendency to hire younger employvees and lay them
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