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Association, acting for the doetors of the Province and the CGovernment, have
agreed to nagotiate a new fee achadule. The fea schedule, of courme, specifies
the smount to be paid for each type of service rendered by a doctor, under the
medical care program, Medicare.

Even more importantly Sir, the Newfoundland Medical Association have
agreed to accept restraints upon doctors earnings until such time as a new
fea schedule can be worked out and brought into effect. The cost of medical
services is becoming a major concern to a2ll Govermments throughout Canada.
The Government of Hewfoundiand and lLabrador and the doctors practicing im this
Province share this concern. For this reason, early last fall the Government
approached the doctors to see what could be done. The doctors ,acting through
the Medical Association respondeé and, at our reque?t, thef entered Inte
negotiations with us. These negotiations,Sir, have led to the present agreement,
which is the first step that any Covernment or professional group in Canada

have taken,since medicare started,to come to grips with the cost of the medical

services,
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MR. ROBERTS: HNewfowmdlend im the only Province in Canada where the Govermment
and the doctors have negotiated an agreement. which effects the total potential
earnings of doctors practising under wedicare. We are proud of this, We‘
are equally proud that the doctors of Newfoundland have shown their concern for’
the best interest of the people of Newfoundland.

In negotiating this agreement the quality of medical care and the ability
to attract doctors to practice In Newfoundland have been the chief objects
of both the Government and the doctors. Despite the faet, Mr. Speaker, that
we now have more docters serving our people than ever before in our history,
we stil]l need far more medical men in this Province. We believe that this
agreement will allew.us to continue td attract more doctors to Newfoundland.

On the average, Sir, the incomes of doctors in Newfoundland are atill
comparable to the inecomes of doctors in other parts of Canada, even with
these new agreements. We believe that this is essential, if we are to
continue to attract doctors to this Province, Doctors, Sir, will not come
to Newfoundland, if by so doing they have to settle for lower incomes than
Ehey can get in other provinces of Canads. This is a basic cénéern of the
Government and In accepting these agreements we have had this prinicple
uppermost in our minds., As I have already sald, the agreements are temporary.
It will come into effect on April lat, and they will remain in effect until
the Government and the Newfoundland Medical Association have agreed upon a
pnew fee schedule. These negbtiations are to begin immediately.

Mr. Speaker, I will have copies prepared for distribution to the members
6f the House and to the press and attached to the copy of the statement I
have just made in behalf of the Government, Sir, will be a paper setting
forth the principal pointa of the agreement.

HON. S. A, NEARY: (MINISTER OF LABOUR): Mr. Speaker, there is one major

recommendation of the Poyal Commission.in investigating health and radiation
conditions and matters invelving Workmen's Compensation iIn 5t. Lawrence,

which has yet to be made effective.
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