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read to this Committee the newspaper report of that meeting., I think
that that newspaper report indicates very clearly, points out very
definitively, what happened at that meeting. The heading is ~ this is
from the'Fogo Island Profile} March, 1971, Editien. Editor and publishern
Rev, I. Jesperson, B.A. B.D., of Fopo, Heading is; " Feasibility Study
From Mini Conference." "The Government (J.R.Smallvwood) came to Fopo Island
Mini-Conference with a pre-packaged plan,on Marech 1G. But if he also
listened to a brief presented by Mr. Dan Roberts and promised a careful
feasibility study related to those proposals made in the brief. In Mr.
Smallwood's pre-packaged plan was a survey for an airstrip on Fogo Islané
and a $640,000 signed contract which would place 200,000 tons of crushed
rock on our gravel and dirt roads. The crushed rock and alrstrips are
filled, the bread and butter issues on Fopo Island relate to the repairing
and equipping of fish plants to provide jobs. The Fopo Island shipbuilders
and Producers Cooperative want the Provineial Covernment to repair the
fish plant.: and wharves in Seldom and Joe Batts Arm, Tthen turn them over
to the Cooperative. The Co-Op then would be in a pesition to apply for
DREE Grants in eaquipping the planté The Premier felt that,before such
action could take place,a feasibility study wouéld have to be done.
"1 think 1t 1s an excellent idea; said the Premler at the Fogo Island mini~
conference. le con:inued:Fogo Island should be declared as a very
exceptional case.” I think all departments of Government both Federal
and Provinctal could very well get together,if they could be persuaded to
do so0.”"Then the Premier turned to the Hon. John Nolan, Minister of Ecconomic
Development and said, 'there is the thing for you, you could make your name
on it if you could pet Fogo Island treated as an experimental area.
Surely something could be done,if the two povernments could get topether
and really prove that you do not all have to leave and go to Toronto! he
added. That is the chanpe of Government poliky. It is a good cme.”

Then he addressed the people, “If vou really want to make Fogo

1sland a place where your prandchildren can live, boy, do not stop until
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you force the Covernment to kack you up.” Now this is what I think
development conference d4s all about. But they have to be listened to,
¥r. Chatrman, He thought such a study would take,this feasibility
study from two to five weeks, and said. that if the study proved favourable,
there will be 1little prohlem in handing the plant over to the cooperative
for $1.” The brief, presented by Mr. Roberts,indicated that ninety
constyuction jobs and 332 operational jobs would be derived from the
overall plan. Two hundred and fifteen thousand six hundred dollars would
be earned during the coﬁstruction,by local labour. An annuval payroll of
5$830,000 would be paid to the seasonal workers,in the finished plant.
The brief also estimated that the Government would have to spend only a
little more than $1 million to put all thié into effect.

The question was asked of the Premi:r;'&f the money he was
spending on the crushed rock and an airstrip might well have been used
for the more basic needs of the fish plants labour and fishermen?" The
Premier ended his conferénce, This is a development conference, the Premier
and his Minister go to Foge Island, at Government expense, Government
conveyance. The Premier ended his formal address to the mini-conference
vwith a plea for continued support in the fortheoming elections. (guote)
®I came here! he said,'pleading, do not forget Confederation, You heeded
uy cry and every time after you helped me in six general elections. You
helped me and 1 feel gratitude.” The Conference ended by the closing
remarks of Chalrman Stan. Kitchen.

How, Mr. Chalrman, here you have a development conference, headed
by able men who are more knowledpeahle of Togo Island than any one in
Government, They,in cooperation with Memorial University,spent weeks and
months preparing a plan that would prévide permanent jobs for Fopo Island
and their people. Then they invite the Government te come down and hear
their plan, but the Government arrives with another plan, a prenackaged
plan, that they knew nothinp about., They were told;§uu are going to have

crushed rock and an airserip.” All very fine, but the people of Fopo Island
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