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The House met at 3:00 of the clock. 

Hr. Speaker in the Chair. 
PETITIONS: 

MR.NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to table a petition from the 

residents of the Southside Road. Some 275 have signed this petition. Of 

course had time permitted other signatures could have been affixed to 

this petition, but I felt that it was of sufficient urgency,as did the 

residents of the Southside Road,that they were good enough to bring it 

to my attention and it is my honour to bring it before the House at this 

time. 

Now, Your Honour,the Southside Road, I think,as Your Honour will 

appreciate, is one of the olde~t roads in this Province. I say that without 

any fear of contradiction. The residents there have a long tradition and 

heritage. They have always been loyal and law-abiding, never giving a 

complaint or public outcry without good cause, always with sound reason. 

I have had some familiarity with the area,not only because I am the member 

for the district but,RS I will menti~n,because I have been fairly close 

to the situation there aed the people,for most of my life. 

~any of them, as I know, have demonstrated their loyalty to 

the King and Queen, their love for this country,as it was at that time, 

in the Great ~ars, ~hey gave their sons to do so~ some of them paid the 

Supreme Sacrifice. Many notable people have come out of the homes of 

the area and have lived there. Your petitioners,~r. Speaker, proudly 

point out that the Rouse where, as a matter of fact,the hon. the Premier 

once lived,still stands, is one of the places that could be ~.ffected hy 

the road project that is now frequently in the news. I refer to the 

arterial road. There are many other names,of course, notable names, on 

the Southside Road. I could list them at some length. I will just 

mention some that come to mind at this moment, such as the Bakers, Horans, 

as they were when I was on the Southside, now they are called the"tto-rans 

I understand. I know that many citizens of St. John's and throuchout the 

l'rovince will know Mr. Tom Ho-ran, who 1 I believe,may be in the visitors' 
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gollcry. Ile is in the visitors'~allery this afternoon. The Walshs are 

over there, Holdens, ~oseworthys, Shorts, O'Neils, there were the nilloRs, 

many many more that I can think of, too numerous to list. 

People of the Southside Road have always realized the inevitability 

of progress. They are not people who are simply opposed to something for 

the sake of Opposition. That is not the way they are made. They have 

encouraged progress. In some instances that I can think of indeed they 

have initiated it. 1t took courape and initiative,in the very first place, 

if you will look at the history of the thing, to dig home sites out of the 

forbidding slopes of the rock-bound Southside Hills. But their affection 

for the area is all the more firmly and irrevocably intrenched because of 

it. While they have encouraged and nurtured progressive policies,they have 

been fully avare as well that all progress must be for people and with 

people and people only in mind. Unless people are helped by progress, 

Mr. Speaker, unless their lot is male better for them, unless the way is 

open to higher standards and for that matter improved conditions, then the 

progress .in fact has no,meaning whatsoever. The price for it is too 

high. This is the situation that is now faced by the petitioners that 

I refer to today. They have no dispute, none at all about the need and 

desirability of the arterial road. They agP.ee that it should be buil~ 

because the arterial road is not for the residents of the Southside Road 

only. As a matter of fact they themselves may benefit least. The arterial 

road is for a growing busy, thriving, col!lfflercial metropolis 1which St, 

John's is fast becoming. That is the idea of the road. That is the idea 

behind the planning that will make it necessary for other roads to be built 

in this city. This is just the first of any number to keep the coffll!lercial 

traffic and the thousands of tons of freight that is constantly coming in 

to the city,moving freely. But they earnestly and sincerely, with respect 

and,I submit,humility,Mr. Speaker, ask for reconsideration of the proposed 

road or route from about Waterford Bridge to ihe harbour area. There are 

real danr,ers to life and limb and property,if the highway is to be built to 

the rear of the Southside road homes. It would go, as I recall, from 
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approximately 600 feet,from the side of the road up the hill~at the 

maximum. Now it does not take too much study nor observation to realize 

the risks that are involved. Even a brief look in the area~ if taken 

from the point of view of the residents,will suffice. Your petitioners, 

Mr. Speaker, would like to stress the more obvious. If heavy construction 

equipment is allowed to roam the Southside hills,behind the houses, digging 

into the earth, uprooting trees and other growth , that now fasten and hold 

the slopes together• uptuminR rocks and boulderR, the" "nt nnp ,c,in<>le 

resident will slPep secure. I said this at a recent public meeting, I have 

no reason to withdraw it today. 

There will be constant danger of huge boulders rc--lling on top 

of the homes and earth slides and flooding. Residents will hesitate even 

to sleep,for fear of being crushed in their beds. In winter there will be 

continuous risk of avalanches, such as happened back in 1948, in~identa]ly, 

for the record, when a life was lost on the Southside road. Even after 

the road is completed,there -will be the daily, hourly, minute to minute 

risk of an accident that would propel a vehicle or vehicles into the homes 

below. Remember 1Mr. Speaker, this is meant to be a fast-moving traffic 

arterial. It is feared too that the vibratton from the heavy traffic 

would be an annoyance of major proportions. No people could live, I feel, 

under this constant strain and stress. If the road goes the way now 

proposed, it would be just as well to make up our minds to it now,to ask 

the people on the Southside road to pull up roots and move elsewhere. They 

will have no choice othe-.:vise. It must be widespread knowledge that the 

slopes behind the houses are touchv and they are very very risky. 

MR.SPEAKER: Order please. I have to point out to the hon. member that 

the rules pennit five minutes only for the presentation of a petition: 

MR.NOLAN: I appreciate your advice/Mr. Speaker, I will quickly come to 

an end on this matter. The fact is that this is the problem that is very 

very,very important to the people of the Southside road. I know of no time 

when they have ever brought a petition to th,s House before. I do ask the 
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department concerned to give the utmost consideration to this, what I am 

saying.in effect,is there is sad neglect there. I am saying that I have 

just gone through, as the member for the area, some severe problems with 

construction on the Blackhead Road. I am not an engineer. I know the 

problems I have had and the people there have had in the last few years. 

I do not want to see the people of the Southside road exposed to this ltind 

of danger. So, I humbly su~gest that this petition be accepted and referred 

to the department to which it relat~s. 

MR.SMALLWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise with great personal pleasure to support 

the prayer of the .petitioners toda~.- All the people who live in there, 

in the Waterford Valley,on the Southside Road are known to me. I lived 

for many years of my life,in the early part of my lif~on the Southside. 

I have relatives living there today. I know the place intimately and I 

have a deep sentimental interest in it. I heard today mentioned,by the 

hon. minister, the name of John Baker. I knew John Baker very well, he 

lived next door. His son Bill, his son Sam, his son John, his daughter Bride 

were children when I was a child. We grew up ~ogether. The Sceviours just 

in the road from us. The great St. John family, Mr. St. John one ·of the 

greatest seal skinners in Newfoundland history. The Horans now known more 

generally as the Ho-rans. Mr. Ho-ran who is in the gallery today,around 

eighty. The father of twenty-three children one of whom is the great 

Magistrate Ho-ran in the District of St. Georges today. The Kings and the 

Heseworthys, great people never were there better people in Newfoundland. 

Now what is it their petition says? The Government have decided that there 

ought to be a new arterial road built into the City of St. John's from 

the Trans-Canada Highway and from the City of St. John's out to the Trans­

Canada Highway, so as to take some of the heavy traffic, the burden of 

traffic, the danger, tazard of traffic off the present road that comes 

into the City. I am not sure in my own mind that this is the time to do 

it. It is going to cost anything from $8 to $10 million to do it. I believe, 

I can think, probably more than that;. I can think of many thin~s I would 
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rather see that money spent on but,if this is the plan,then the road will 

be built. What the people up there are afraid of is this; The Trans­

Canada Highway,in by the Fort Motel, just beyond the Fort Motel, just 

west of it, this road would leave the Trans-Canada and come on into St. 

John's. It will come down through the Waterford Valley. It would come 

down across the hills near the Waterford Bridge then, where would it go 

thenl There are two ways for it to go. One is down the side of the 

Southside hill,just up behind the houses. The other way is the right 

way,it seems to me. That is this~ To come right down on the bed of the 

river, the Waterford River,which is one of the most polluted bits of water 

in this Province today. Put pipes down through there to carry the water, 

built the road over the watershed, over the- bed of the river, in doing it 

at the same time put in a water and sewer system. I say that the Govern­

ment of Newfoundland and the Government of Canada ought to be taken out and 

punished,if this road is built and they do not put water and sewer facilities 

in at the same time. The people, all the way from Waterford Bridge down 

to Sime's Bridge, down to Riverhead, down to the old tressel,all along, 

those people, hundreds· of them, fine families have just as mU£h right to 

get water and sewerage as any other people in St. John's or anywhere else 

in Newfoundland. By building the road down through this way,both purposes 

can be accomplished at the same time, 

The day before yesterday, Monday morning, a helicopter left St 

John's to pick me up,at eight o'clock,at ~y home on ' the Roach's Line. We 

were going to go out to Come by Chance and Sunnyside, On the way back I was 

going to come along the Trans-Canada turn-off Off" the new arterial road,because 

they are cutting the right-of-way,right now, come down that right-of-way, 

flying a couple of hundred feet, having a good view and come to Waterford 

Bridge,see where that road should go, ~omorrow morning the Minister and I 

are going to do that very thing. He is going to pick up the helicopter 

here, pick me up at eir,ht o'clock tomorrow morning, going to fly over Sunny­

side, We have a reason for roinp, to Sunnyside, ~n the way back we aTe gojing 
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to fly down. Mr. Speaker, the people of that great valley can count 

on their minister and member and count on me. We are both, we lived 

there most of our lives, we are with the people. In that valley we are 

going to do everything in our power to get the road built the right way, 

not only that,we are not going to be satisfied until there is water and 

sewerage at the same time, so I give the petition my hearty support. 

MR.~PEAKER: Order please. Visitors to the gallery will make no demonstration 

of any kind whatsoever, please. ~hat ts the rule of the House. 

MR.MURPHY: Mr. Speaker,· after these two dramatic speeches, I would like 

very sincerely to lend my support to the prayer of the petition. I would 

first of all, I do not want to make a political issue out of this, but I 

would like to ask who's idea was it in the first place to buili this 

arterial road down the route it is going to take? I objected to it very 

strenuously, in the House ~ive or six weeks ago. But that is not solving 

the problem of these people who all their lives have lived in the area.I 

do not know them all by name but I know quite a number of them. I could 

see the problem that woyld be faced there,to run a road directly behind themJ 

bearing in mind,Mr. Speaker, that at tremendous sacrifice that the people 

on Blackhead Road had to go through much the same type of excavation so on 

and so forth. These people have right,.Sir, It is all right to talk of 

progress. We muRt progress, but not when the rights of people are 

sacrificed. As one who, five years ago, went through much the same ordeal, 

if you like, with my constituents in St. John's Centre, I can really 

appreciate,Sir, the mental anguish of a lot of those people, I can only 

ask~Sir, that,as to these two great speeches today and the helicopter 

flights and everythin~ else,! do not think it is absolutely necessary. 

But I believe and I sincerely hope that all this House, all the House, 

on both sides of this House,want to see justice done.Sir, to these people 

and,for one of the few times in this House,that the voices of the people 

be heard, the necessary action be taken. 

MR.CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise in support of the petition 

also. We know that the petition has the unanimous suprort of the House. 
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I think,Mr. Speaker, that there is no question there is going to be an 

arterial road from the Trans-Canada Hirhway into the south part of the 

city of St. John's. We know that because the first contract for construction 

of part of that road has been let, that is $7.297,000.(seven million two 

hundred and ninety-seven thousand dollar contract) awarded to McNamara 

Construction. I am glad to see that the Government has apparently had a 

change of heart as to where the road is going to go when the first contract 

is completed, because we have to remember,rfr, Speaker, that the planning 

for this road has been done by the Provincial Department of Highways, 

although the money to finance it is coming under the DREE programme, 

primarily the Government of Canada, I notice that the Premier said,when 

he was speaking a few moments ago,that if this is the plan, that is,if it 

is the plan that the road go behind the houses on the Southside Road,_ 

he would do his best to see it is changed, Well, it is the Premier and 

the Government who can change it.Mr, Speaker, it is entirely within their 

hands, It is entirely a matter of their responsibility. The plan is their 

plan. The contract was•let by. them and the ~inister of Regional and 

Economic Expansion. It was announced by the Community and Social 

Development Minister and by Mr. Marchand,together, 

So, the Government can have the plan changed. we take it,from 

what the Premier said,that the plan will be changed. There is one thing 

about it that this points up and that is the lack of communication between 

the Government or agencies of the Government and the people that they are 

going to affect when work is undertaken. Why it was that the residents 

of the Southside Road only learned a few weeks ago that this road was 

going to go behind their houses on the Southside Road,baffled me. One 

would think that they would have been consulted somewhere in the p!anning 

stage,before this had gotten that far. So, the plan can be changed by the 

Government, The Premier has indicated that the plan is going to be changed• 

This is a matter solely within provincial jurisd~ction. ~!though the money 

will come from the Government of Ottawa. The Government can change the 

plan, the Government said they will chan~e the plan. That is the sensible 
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thing. Anybody who looks at the Southside Hills cari see you cannot risk 

putting a road up behind those houses.with the tremendous fall down the 

Southside Hills 1 the trouble that would create. The petition is a good one 

and we are glad to make this support of the House unanimous. 

Notice of Motion: 

HR.SMALLWOOD: Mr. Speaker. I give notice that I will on tomorrow beg 

leave to introduce a Bill. "An Act !urther To Amend The Election Act. 1954." 

"A Bill. "An Act Further To Amend The Local Government Act, 1966," A Bill. 

"An Act Further To Amend The Local Government Elections Act. 1965." A Bill, 

"An Act Farther To Amend The City of St. John's Act." 

MR.MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker. I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask leave 

to introduce the following motioa~; WHEREAS the Fishery is the basic most 

important natural resource of the Province of Newfoundland; AND WHEREAS 

the Fishing Industry has experienced grave ~nd serious problems which have 

become critically aggravated over the past decade by reason of depletiou 

of stocks caused primarily bJ the massive catches taken from time to tJme 

in the North Atlantic b~ ocean going vessels of foreign nations; AND WHEREAS 

the inshore fishermen of this Province have particularly suffered by reason 

of apparent over-fishing in the North Atlantic; AND WHEREAS the Prime 

Minister of our Nation. the Right Honourable Pierre Elliot Trudeau, is 

presently making a state visit to Russia fo~ the expressed purpose, amongst 

other things, of discussing with Russian Leaders problems of mutual concern 

to Canada and Russia; AND WHEREAS it is vital to the interest of Newfound­

land and particularly to the welfare of its inshore fishermen that immediate 

steps be taken to conserve the fishery in the North Atlantic; AND WHF.~ERS 

it would appear that effective steps towards improvement of the fishery 

could be realized by the Prime Minister discussing directly with Soviet 

Premier, Alexei Kosygin. or Communist Party Leader, Leonid Brezhnev. or both 

of them the problems experienced by the fishermen on the east coast ~f Canada 

and in particular depletion of fish stocks in the North Atlantic; AND WHEP.EAS 

the Members of Parli~ment for Newfoundland have initiated representations to 
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the Prime Minister concerning the matters herein resolved; AND WHEREAS 

it is desirous that all the elected ~embers of the people of Newfoundland 

join with Newfoundland's representatives in the House of Commons in urging 

the Prime Minister of our Nation to take up with the Leaders of the Russian 

peoples matters herein resolved; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House 

of Assembly for the Province of Newfoundland hereby expresses its strong 

desire that Prime Minister, Pierre Elliot Trudeau, discuss with Russian 

Leaders the grave problems experienced by fishermen on the east coast of 

Canada and particularly the depletion of fish stocks in the North Atlantic 

and that the said Prime Minister initiate meaningful discussions with a view 

to conserving all species of fish in the North Atlantic in order to better 

assure the future of the fishing industry in this Province and particularly 

the inshore fishing industry; AND BE IT FURTHER RESOL~ED that this House 

of Assembly urges the Prime Minister of Canada to invite Russia to join 

with Canada in convening an International Conference for Conservation of 

Fisheries in the North Atlantic comprising all Nations utilizing the 

fisheries of the North Atlantic Ocean and that such Conference be held as 

soon as possible and, if expedient to the Nations concerned, be held in 

the ancient seaport of St. John's; AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this 

House of Assembly directs that the contents of this resolution be communicated 

forthwith by telegram or other wise to the Honourable Prime Minister while 

he is still visiting the U.S.S.R. and opportunity exists to take up the 

matters se~ forth herein with the said Leaders of the Russian peoples. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR.MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, before the Orders of the Day I would like to direct 

a question to the hon. minister of Mines, Agriculture & Resources, re, as I 

understand,grants of some form on Bell Island for cattle raising and this 

type of thin~. I understand Sir, that these cheques are being passed out 

by the Mayor of Bell Island,in the Town Office over there. I wonder has 

the minister any comment to make, or any information on this matter. 

MR.CALLAHAN: I do not know precisely what the hon. ~entleman refers to 
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Mr. Speaker, but we may recall,some fo,ir weel:cs ·ago I believe, I announced 

in this House the Board of Trustees have been established on Bell Island 

to administer a community fund derived from the further disposal of assets 

of the former Dosco operation at Bell Island. This is the only possible, 

(I do not know how to relate to the question1 Mr. Speaker, because it is 

a curious kind of question) this :i.s the only possible operation that 

could have any reference to what the hon. gentleman has · raise.cl. •• 

J,fR.MtJRPlIY: Mr. Speaker, just a supplf!l!lentary ques.tion? How are these 

grants or loans or whatever it is dispersed and how are applications 

received, received from the minister or -

MR.CALLAHAN: I do not know how much clearer I can make it,Mr. Speaker, 

there is a . Boar-d of Trustees appointed by the conm1,111ity -

ORnERS .OF THE DAY: 

COMMITTEE OF S'ITPPLY:. 
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MR. CIIAlRMAN: Order! ll~.1:\ding Xl - Social Services and Rehabilitation; 

MR. NF.ARV: Mr. Chain:tan, to get into the nuts and bolts of the Department 

of Social Services and Rehabilitation perhaps I could inform the Committee 

that the number of citizens receivin~ social assistance,in the fiscal year 

1970-71,varied only slightly from the preceedin~ years, for both those who 

are medically certified,incapable of work,and those who are physically 

able to work but have been unable to find employment throu~h either their 

own efforts or those of the existinr. private or public agencies. I might 

point out also, Mr. Chairman, that within our present restricted resources 

we have been able to increase social assistance benefits in some respects. 

For example, food for those on short-term assistance and a more generous 

policy concerning earnings for this same group, increased fuel allowances 

for invalid unemployables and implementation of the measures affecting the 

elderly citizen announced at the Provincial Development Conference in 

February. 

Any dramatic improvements in benefits, Mr. Chairman, without heavy 

increases in provincial t,.altation will have to await the outcome of discussions 

in revamping the terms of the Federal-Provincial Cost Sharing Formulas of 

the Canada Assistance Plan,which I hope to be able to report to the people 

of Newfoundland and Labrador followinr, the conference of Provincial Ministers 

of Welfare pre~ently rescheduled for June 7 and 8,just three weeks away. Now, 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to see a lively discussion on my estimates and 

lots of questions and I will try to provide the Colfflltittee with all the 

information that I can, But let us have all kinds of questions and I will 

see if I can provide the answers, 

MR. HICKMAN: Will the hon. Minister make a firm committment now before we 

start? 

~-~~~Y: Mr, Ch~iTT!lan, I will make a firm committment that I will provide 

all the information I can and if we can finish the estimates of my department 

before six o'clock, before we arise for dinner,! will sav that we have done 
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a fine afternoon's work. 

MR. HICKEY: I amp.lad to see that the minister invites some questions. 

I hope that we can keep him haopy and ~o along with what he suggests, 

There are a number of thin~s I would like to discuss before getting into 

the estimates, and I assume that this would be the proper place to do it. This 

is the proper headinr.. 

First of all, it is interesting to hear the minister inform the 

House that the difference in the figures,the past year versus the one 

previous,were more or less insi~nificant. It is hard to understand,Mr. 

Chairman,how this can be, when the unemployment rate during the past year has 

been worse than it has ever been before. There are a couple of answers-,! 

sugp.est, that possibly would indicate why there is not the kind of increase in 

welfare that one would expect. 

For example: retraining progr81!1J11e is one. A number of people Mr. 

ChAinnan, who are taking the retraining ~rogramme in various trades. People 

attendin~ trades collepes and various vocational schools, all of those people, 

Sir, while they are not em~loyed in industry as such, are not and do not come 

under the headin~ of welfare assistance. I su~gest that a good many of them, 

if they were not in traininr.,would have no alternative but to apply for and 

receive assistance from the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation. 

So, Mr. Chairman, the fact that there has not been a ~reat increase in the 

nUl!l~er of recipients durinr, the past year, certainly does not indicate that we 

are in ~ood shape employmentwise. It certainly does not indicate, Mr. Chairman, 

that the whole ~roblem of welfare,in tenns of the employables,has been solved. 

It would be false security,Mr. Chairman, for the people of this 

Province ancl the members of this House, to assume that because there has Heen 

such a little difference in those fi~res, that this is an accurate account or 

an accurate indication of the ~eneral economy of the Province. One wonders, 

Mr. Chairman. where it is all J?OinJ!' to end. We hear that the answer to the 

hip.h risinJ!' cost of welfare is jobs. I do not think anyone can deny that. t·!e 

hear r.overn~ent ~uotinr. and oraisinr,,to no end, our trades coller.e and trade 

schools. One cannot arr.ue too much with that. The alarminp part of the whole 
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thin~ is, Mr. Chairman, where those people are p.oing to P-O when they are 

finished their training. When they come out of the Colle~e of Trades and 

Technolor.y, and the various trades and vocational schools, where do they go? 

Under a cost sh~rinr, arrangement, the Government of Canada and the 

Government of this Province are payinp. for their training. Under the Manpower 

Plan, most of those people or a ~ood many of them are receivinp. salaries 

the equivalent to and in some instances higher than they were retting in a 

rep.ular 1ob. Now, Mr. Chairman, one does not quarrel with the fact that those 

salaries are reasonably hir.h. Certainly, one does not quarrel with a person 

obtainin~ a weekly allowance, be it from a position or be it from training in 

one of those schools or collep.es. The more they can get the better, but ·, the 

question is Sir, what is p.oinr to happen to them when they finish their course? 

In too many cases Mr. Chairman, at least I have found, some of those 

people p.raduate or are given a certificate, and they find themselves forced to 

take positions which do not pay them as much as they received while they were 

attendinp. colle~e or vocational school. This, Mr. Chairman, must obviously 

be very frustrating to so~eone who, for example, received ninety dollars ~r 

ninety-five dollars a week while attending a vocational school. They come out 

of that school,with a certificate, and if they are lucky enough to obtain a 

job, end ~p workinr, for seventy or seventy-five dollars a week. They must 

obviously ask themselves what they accol!IJ)lished for that eight or nine months 

that they attended that school, or .six months, whatever the term that ;h~y were 

there. 

I feel that this is a problem for the Department of Social Services 

and Rehabilitation. While there may be other ap.encies, other departments 

involved, it is certainly a problem that the department and the Government in 

p,eneral must come to prins with. F.or, ~s I pointed out, but for those 

prop.rar.unes A p.reat number of those people would have the unfortunate experience 

of bein~ on welfare. Cartainly,Mr. Chairman, no Newfoundland, no matter 

where he is, no matter what his academic standin~ is, no Newfoundlander looks 

forwarrl to beinr, in ~ecei~t of ~ssistance from the Government,under the welfare 
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Mr. ChairMan, I hope to make some comments on different aspects 

of the departMent. I hope that l can do so under this vote, because I 

feel that they cover a wide ranJ!:e of topics. I think that this is the 

proper vote to make them under. I for one, rep:ret that I am not able to 

stand here today and afford the hon. minister the remarks, the same 

remarks that I made in this House approxil'lately a year ap,o, or somethinP. 

more than that. 

The minister Mr. Chairman, started out well I thoup.:ht. I was 

looking for great things from him. I regret very much that I have been 

disnppointed . . Many of our citizens, who have the unfortunate experience 

of cominp. in contact with his department, feel· the Sllme way. He started 

out well as I have said. I was one of the first, ~r. Chairman, to offer 

my congratulations to him when he became minister, and also one of the 

first~- Chairman, to compliment him when he offered suggestions for 

changes in policy and gave a general indication that there would be new 

things in that department. 

There is no Department of Government, Mr. Chairman, l!IOre important • . 
in my view, than the department for which the minister is responsible. We 

mi~ht say that the Department of Economic Development is an important 

aspect of Government. Certainly it is, as well as all the other departments. 

ThiEdepartment, Mr. Chairman, deals with the greatest resource of any country 

or any Province, the people themselves. It is this department,Mr. Chairman, 

that the people of our Province have to look to and depend upon when they 

are in need. What can be more iMportant to a pe~son ~than need? What can 

be more important to a person than actual bread and butter? We ta.lk about 

•bread and butter~issues. ~r. Chairman, we are certainly talkin~ about them 

today. One cannot p,et closer to the most imnortant thinrs that effect all 

our people, than the caring for of those people who are,through no fault 

of their own, out of eMplo)'l'lent, cannot be gainfully employed and, 

conseouently cannot support their families. 

Too ~any cases tir. Chairman, of people who come to this department.where 

they have not heen treated fair and just. I am not su~resting that they be 
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welcoMed with open arms. I am not suggesting that we advertise for people 

to come to us for assistance, but 1 am suggesting,Mr. Chairman, that they 

be treated in a manner which guarantees some level of dignity to those who 

come to that department for assistance. 

I am not so sure,Sir, that this attitude always prevails. In fact, 

Mr. Chairman, according to various cases that I have come in contact with, 

listening to various reports from people, one is led t• believe that in too 

many instances the attitude of this department is one of arrogance. I do 

not know who is responsib~e for it. I should say~ I know who is responsible 

for it but I do not know who is to blame. I am not blaming the hon. 

minister. It would be most unfair for me to blame him.who sits in the House., 

and who sits in his office in this building, . He is responsible for i~Mr. 

Chairman, because, for no other reason than the fact that he is minister of 

that department. 

Whether he has failed to instill in his workers the idea that when 

assistance is r,ranted from this departrnent#it does not come out of that 

persons ~ocket, lt does not come out of the minister's pocket, it comes out 

of the taxpayers pocket, and except in very, very few cases Mr. Chairman, I 

doubt if there are any, unless those who have been born sick or who have never 

struck a "tap" in their life, who have never worked atany time, it comes out 

of their very own pockets. When they were employed they contributed by way 

of tax in its many forms. It is rather unfortunate Mr. Chairman, and it is 

a bit alarming to me that those very citizens who worked so hard to earn a 

livl:lhood . and who,through no fault of their own,find themselves unemployed, 

should be treated with some kind of arrogance or indifference.but in too many 

cases they are. 

I am not sure,Sir, that the minister has adopted a r~P,ht course in 

his attempt to encoura~e initiative among those unfortunate recipients of .able­

bodied assistance. 

There is the case which we read about recently,of the fisherman who 

wanted to tnkc his Rons and teach them how to fish, only to he told by the 

w~lfare officer that if he di~, his allowance would he cut. He anparently .• 
·' . , ... 

3956 



M~y 18, 1971, Tape 679, Pape 6 -- apb Afternoon. 

MR. NF.ARV: Why was he ~ettin~ an allowance in the first place? 

!:fB_-_)!_!CKEV: Why was he ~ettinp. it? 

MR._ NF.~V: Why? 

MR. HICKEY: ~r. Chainnan, I do not know why he was gettin~ it. I do not 

care why he was r,ettin~ it. 

~. NEARY: That is exactly the point. He was getting it because he was 

medically unfit to do work of any kind. 

~~:!.. HICJCEY: Mr. ChaiTI!lan, I know a lot of people who are medically unfit 

in the strict sense of th~ word. 

'HR. NEARY: I know a lot of people who are mentally unfit also. 

MR. HICtt..EY: Who are what? 

MR. NEARY: Mentally unfit. 

MR. HICKEY: WE will get to that subject. I know just what the minister is 

referring to, and we will get to that subject a little later on - do not ever 

worry about that. 

I know a lot of people,Mr. Chairman, who are medically unfit, who 

are quite capable of sitting and starting u~ and steering a boat while t~eir 

two sons fish. 

MR. NEARY: Come on now! 

MR. HICKEY: Never mind, "come on noy." 

fofR. NEARY: Do not be so hypocritical. 

MR. HICKEY: I am not being hypocritical at all. I am being quite factual. 

I am being quite realistic. Has the minister the gall to sit here or stand 

here and tell us that,because someone is incapacitated, because someone cannot 

~o out and di~ down with a pick and shovel.that he cannot sit in a boat and 

steer a boat while his n.•o sons fish? Is he so raaive as to believe that? 

MR. NEARY: School boys. 

~- HICKEY: School boys? It does not make any difference. 

MR. NEARY: There is nothin~ in this world to stop him from going out, 

f1rovirl1nr, he does not sell the fish and compete with the taxpayers .• 

MR. Hin:f:Y: noes it make ~ny difference Mr. Chairman? Is that not what the 

hon. minister should l-c encouraring, that that man tal-:e his sons out and show,; 
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them how to work. 

~- NEARY: No, of course not. 

MR. HICKEY: No, of course not. No, keep our people on handouts. Keep 

the!!!. in a state where they owe us something, so that when the time comes 

to vote they will know how to vote. Keep them in this state. 

!'fR. NE~RY: The hon. member better stick to real estate or whatever it is 

he is selling, because he does not know what he is talking about. 

MR. HICKEY: 

p.o into. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKEY:· 

I can manage,Mr. Chairman, in whatever field of endeavour I 

Anythin~ at all. 

I have done quite well in the Department of Welfare and the 

hon. minister knows that but he is not man enough to say so outside this 

House. 

MR. NEARY: Want me to produce your file? 

MR. HICKEY: Produce it. I challenge him to produce it now, and bring those 

three people into the Chal'lber. 

Ml{. NEARY: It would not be 'fair to the hon. member. 

MR. HICKEY: It would not be fair to the hon. minister. It would not be fair 

to him. Bring it. I call your bluff. 

MR. NEARY: Do not dare me. 

MR. HICKEY: I call your bluff. I am daring you, and I will insist on it_, 

until those estimates are through, that you produce that file. I do not 

kno~ what you think you have in that file,Mr. M~nister, but you have nothing 

only your dirty mind. 

~- NEARY: Let us get on with the business now. 

MR. HICKEY: I will get on with it, and I will produce some letters this 

afternoon to prove to this House just what the hon. minister is. 

HR. NEARY: The hon. me~her. 

MR. HICKEY: Just what he is capahle of. 

~- CRO~lHE: l.a'l' it on. 

MR. JlICK'f:Y: When he is backed into a corner,~r. Chairman, when he is backed 

into a corner - they say, when you back a rat in a corner he ~oes for your 
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jugular vein. Well I do not know ••• 

MR. NEARY: The hon. member should know all about rats. 

MR. HICKF.Y: I am not going to stand here and refer to the hon. minister 

as that, because, I have more manners than that. I was raised a little 

differently than that, but I will draw a comparison. 

The hon. minister was on very dangerous ground when he was backed 

in the corner on the issue of the girls' home, and he came out with his 

insinuations, his vile renarks about ••• 

~. NEARY: Watch your b],ood pressure. 

MR. HICKEY: Psychiatric assessment. Let me tell the hon. minister something. 

He does not have to worry about me, because I went before a psychiatrist when 

I was hired by the Department of Welfare. That is mre than the hon. minister 

has done yet. If he says 1 in this House, that he knows some people who mi~ht 

be suffering from some kind of mental retardation, he must be talking about 

himself, because he has not gone through the assessment that I went through. 

MR. NEARY: 

1'1" .. HICKEY: 

This is awful stuff 1Mr. Chairman. 

I came through,Mr. Chairman, with flying colours~thank God! The 

hon. minister has not gone through that yet and I doubt very much if he would 

pass it if he did, because, there are certain qualities that are required by 

a persons who works in a Department of Welfare. A number of qualities • One 

of them,Mr. Chairman, one very important quality is:_ how one reacts under 

pressure, that he does not ~o off half-cockecl and make all kinds of 

irresponsible statements, that he does not go off and attack someones 

character or employment record, :t'hat he does not get so excited that he cannot 

read black and white. 

MR. NE~RY: The hon. member is becoming paranoiacal. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairl'lan, the hon. minister may not know it, but he provided 

the openinr, for SOfflethinp. which he might yet regret. 

MR. NF.ARY: Rir.ht! 

MR. RICKEY: I am not petty. If I could not stand the heat. I would get out 

of the fire. I could not care less what the hon. minister savs ahottt me 
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poU tically. 

~-·-.!'1-~~Y-=- The heat is on now. 

1-fR. flI<_:!(r.Y_:. When the hon . minister is ~oin~ to attack T!lY employment records, 

that is another matter. - Mow, let him l)roduce that i;?reat file that he has 

somethin~ in. Let him produce it. His bluff is called again . 
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referred to him outside this House as being a liar. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR. HICKEY: Hoping that he would take me to court. 

MR. NEARY: Sit down when the Chairman calls you to order. 

.Jl:R, CHAIRMAN: Order please! We are talW.ng money here. I think we are 

a little far away from the topic of the administration of the Department 

of Social Services and Rehabilitation. 

HR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, now I am going to try real hard to keep right on the 

subject I am talking about the hon. the minister and the vote which 

pays the hon. minister's salary. When 1 am finished, Mr. Chairman, 1 

propose to move a motion,seconded by the member for St. John's West,that 

the minister's salary be reduced to $.98. That is $.02 below the amount that 

is normally used. So as far as 1 am concerned. Sir, 1 said that 1 would deal 

with a number of topics this afternoon surrounding the hon. minister's office, 

and that is just what I am doing. 1 only repeat what I repeated outside. 

As 1 said 1 Mr. Chairman, I did_ not say the hon. minister then laid any 

charges against me. 1 was hoping he would. He knew better because he knew that 
I 

he did not have a leg to stand on. He knew why he made the statements he 

made, if he ever knows. He -.new because he was back in the corner and the 

only thing he could cpme up with was to attack me personally. I welcome 

criticism, Mr. Chairman, politically, seven days and seven nights of the 

week. I will not stoop so low as to attack any member of this House.personally. 

I would like to see the hon. gentleman who has all the virtue I do 

not know where he is. I would like to see the hon. gentleman who is perfect. 

I would like to know where he is. We all had better do a little bit of 

thinking before we attack any one personally. There is no one, but no one, 

who cannot have something thrown back by way of mud. I do not intend, 

Mr. Chairman 1 to stoop so low. I will let the people of this Province,who 

listened to the hon. minister from the West Coast, when he made his vile· 

statements about me, I will let them decide. 

Yes, he can sit over there and grin. Of what mentality one must be to be 
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MR.. CHAIRMA..~: Order please! Now I think I should point out that a debate 

is not supposed to get down to a personal level. The topic before the 

committee this afternoon is the administration of the mi~ister's department. 

HR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, do I have a right to defend myself? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order! 

MR. WICKEY: The hon. minister did. He talks about~ file that he has. 

I asked him to bring it here. Is he going to bring it or is ·he going to 

get up now and retract that statement? 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKEY: 

nonsense? 

The hon. gentleman has paranoia. 

Do you hear the dirt qain? Do you hear this stupid,silly 

Do I have to take this kind of thing? Is he going to retract 

those statements or am I going to be given the opportunity to defend myself? 

He does not have to take them back,if he does not want to. I can defend myself. 

I have lots of information on which to defend myself. 

Hr. Chairman, one of the· reasons why I intend to move my motion 

to reduce the minister's salary is based on his performance insofar as 

the Girls' Home is concerned,in handling that situation. Did he come out 

and give the public the information he had ought to? N~, of course not. 

Did he admit that there were cells in that building? No, he did not. He 

did not know anything about it. But yet he could stand in this House and brag 

about how many times he has visited that institution. Well,Mr. Chairman, 

he must never have gone in the basement. When one inspects the building 

the ~al thing is to go in the basement or wherever the furnance is that 

heats that building, because I would suggest that that ~s a rather important 

part of that building. The hon. minister did not go there. He did not know 

there were cells in that home. He made a _ feeble attempt to justify. I do not 

know who or what he was trying to justify· because he had only taken over the 

department a little while before. He personally could not have been held responsible 
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for too much. But no that was the wrong information to give the 

public. Those were the facts, The hon, minister, Mr. Chairman, 

was asked to table the report that was made by Mr. McGrath. What 

did he table? He tabled a report that contained some suggestions. 

Did he table the report that was compiled by Mr. Roberts of his 

department, the col!lllittee that was set up? I suggest he did not. 

In that report, Mr, Chairman, that is where one finds it all out. 

That is where the chicken come home to roost 1 in that report. We 

do not see that#do we? Any time I open my mouth about it,as being 

the one responsible for welfare on this side of the House,what do 

1 get? I am reminded of a file, What low-down dirty politics! 

I have never heard tell of the like, 

It would be better,Mr, Chair:man,for the hon, minister to get 

on with his work, Be has a big job to do that he cannot do. Be has 

not got the slightest inkling of doing or performing some of those 

duties of a welfare minister yet h.? has the gall and the nerve ,when 

someone criticizes constructively, he has the gall to attack tbem 

personally, 1 heard the statement made one time that "one laboured 

for a mountain and brought forth a 1110use. That is a pretty good 

description,. of what the minister brought forth when he started digging 

on me, Another thing,Mr, Chairman - I suggest,Mr. Chairman,that this 

House, over and above any fe\11 that might exist between the hon. minister 

and 1 ~ could not aare less about that because that does not mean two 

pennies,but what is bigger than both him and me and what is more im­

portant is that he and 1, and a thousand more like us, are the staff work­

ing ir. that depaTtment. . 1 can tell the hon, minister right now 

that the morale of his department is at an all-time low, 

MK, NEARY: Where would that be~at the Children's Home or •• ? 

3963 



May 18, 1971 Tape no. 680 Page 4 

MR. HICKEY: No not the Children's Heme. It is not at the Children's Home. 

It is the people who are out in the field doing the work, because they 

do not know what day the hon. minister is going to attack them personally 

and tell a bunch of untruth and make a bunch of false statements. Too 

many of those people
1
Mr. Chainnan,are well aware of my term of duty 

with that department. They are well aware of how I left that department 

and they are well aware of the fact that I was not asked to resign,w~ich 

the minister - they are also well aware Mr. Chairman that when proof was 

offered by way of letters, two letters signed by two different people, 

one of whom was still an employee of the minister, a senior official 

of his department, another is the deputy minister who instructed another 

official to write that letter to me. What did the hon. minister say 

about that, when he was cornered again,when those letters were produced? 

He made a brilliant statement,Mr. Chairman,that letters of this type were 

customary. In other words those officials of his department were just 

hypocrites, dishonest hypocrites. That is what the minister said, 

in so many words. Is th~t not a lovely department to work for,where 

the min~er says that? I do not know what the hon. minister thinks he 

has. But I know a number of things he does not have. I will make a 

bargain with him. If he will stop spreading his stories that are unfounded, 

such as my having to resign from the Department of Welfare . and those vicious 

statements about me. I will stop telling the truth about him. He has that 

bargain. The minute he stops that,I will stop telling the truth about him. 

If I were he , Hr. Chairman, I would buy that bargain.because he cannot go 

wrong. 

MR. NEARY The hon. member ••• 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman,the hon. minister may take this very lightly. I can 

assure him that I have not lost any loyalty to the Department of Welfare. 

He need never doubt about that. When aomebody spends five years in the 

Department of Welfare,Mr. Chairman, there are a number of things that rub off. 
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One of them is concern for people who work in that department as well as 

the people who are assisted by that department. It is with no 

pride that l stand here today and tell the hon. the minister that no 

matter what hP has done to improve the welfare programme in this Province. 

that he has instilled there into ,the minds of some of his staff 

the like of which is unbelievable. 

AN HON. MEMBER: A dictator. 

MR. HICKEY: No not a dictator. A dictator is much more honourable 

than that which the minister has stooped to. When someone starts 

in and digs back on somebody 1because they criticized him ,hoping to 

come up with something and comes up with nothing but still makes vicious 

statements, just how low can one go? How low can they get? What security 

is there in a department1 Mr. Chairman,where there is a gentleman operating under 

those conditions? What security is there? Is this the kind of relationship 

that should exist between minister and his staff? Is this the kind of 

relationship that brings out the best of people in the performance cf their . 
duties? There is no better case in point,is there,than t~e adoption case 

that l brought up in this House while the minister was away. It was unfortunate 

that he was out of the house at that time or he might have saved his department 

another little bit of embarrassment. When one of the .Assistant- deputy 

ministers informed the Minister of Health, who was filling in for him,that 

that lady had been discouraged from applying for that child, a complete 

untruth. It was a complete untruth and I say it as long as I have a breath 

to draw,because,Mr. Chairman,! know from where l speak. The hon. minister 

is probably gone to get some information. This is one way to get it. You 

turn on the heat. There is not any doubt,Mr. Chairman, no doubt at all because 

I would not need any information passed on to me from this lady or some clergymen · 
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0 r other interested parties. I happen to know enough about the adoption • 

programmes to know that when someone advances,from the time they make 

application up unto a time where reports are made on borne conditions, 

where medical certificates are obtained, I know enough,Mr. Chairman, 

to know that those people could not have done that on their own without 

being requested to do so by the officials of the minister's department. 

They were requested to do so. Does the minister want me to tell him 

who they are? The Welfare Officer in Lewisporte is one. No, I 

am not going to use any names, Mr. Chairman. There are two, a male and 

female. 

MR.· NEARY: Do you knew their names? 

MR. HICKEY: Yes, I know their names. So does he know their names. 

Is the minis~er going to tell me ••• ? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! It is not customary to make allegations 

in couanittee or in the House against persons who are not here to defend 

themselves. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate Your Honour's ruling and, if I may,· . 
I might just explain. I am not making any allegations against those 

people at all. Those two people were doing their job. The allegations 

and charges that I am making are against the minister,who is responsible 

for the department,and some of his officials. If he wishes to bring the 

officials, the gentlemen who gave the hon. Minister of:.Health that information, 

here, I will tell him. 

One particular instance, Mr. Chairman, was that that family were requested 

to obtain a medical certificate.~ inquiry was made as to whether or not 

they had had their medical. Those people were contacted by this lady and 

her husband and they were appalled at the statement,that emanated from this 

House,to the effect that they had been discouraged right from the start 

from making application for that child. Mr. Chairman, this is what I mean when 
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I say that the heat was turned on. It is very strange that three weeks ago, 

two weeks ago, the people concerned were quite prepared to substantiate 

that woman's claim;that had been suggested to her. It had been suggested 

to her that she make application for that childi Within the last week, 

Mr. Chairman,this one particular person is not prepared to do anything 

like that at all, How do I know this? Mr. Chairman, I did not come 

down stairs yesterday, Surely the hon minister does not expect me to 

tell him. 

MR, NEARY: He has been going around trying to pump confidential 

information out of social workers? Is this his technique? 

MR. HICKEY: Does the hon. minister wish to make a charge? 

Is that all the faith the hon. minister has in his employees? 

MR. NEARY: The hon. member is the one who made the statement. 

MR, HICKEY: Ah, Mr. Chairman, here we are getting it again. Now we 

are having a sample, Now we are getting the proof of what the minister 

thinks about his employees. 

MR. NEARY: Oh! come on • 

• MR. HICKEY: Pumping information from them. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. member knows ... 

_!IR. HICKEY: Does the hon. minister wish to say that that is the type 

of employee he has got doing social workl 

HR. NEARY: I will answer the hon. member in a minute. 

MR. HICKEY: I have more regard for those people who work in that departmeet, 

Mr. Chairman. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKEY: 

HR. NEARY: 

tell you that. 

_MR. HICKEY: 

to hear that. 

MR. NEARY: 

Have what? 

I have a more high regard than he has. 

They do not have a very high regard for the hon. member,! can 

Oh, is that right now! Well that is shocking. I am sorry 

He has lost his spies. all except one. 
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Page 8 

MR. HICKEY: The minister can even say that I have "a spy." In all 

the people who work in the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation, 

he can say that I have one spy left, 

MR. NEARY: Yes, one. 

MR. HICKEY: Is that not something? 

MR. NEARY: One. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman might we get a few more fellows in and 

sit down here so we can conduct the business of the House? 

What was that Mr. Chairman? I do not care who wishes to listen 

to me. I could not care less. The rule of the House is that there be 

a quorum or we do not dis0ass business,and that is it. I am the last 

in the world to break rules. 

Now1Mr. Chairman1 let me makP. this abundantly clear: I do not go 

to any 'Id.fare official trying to pump any news,because I have muue of 

a regard for all of them, That is more than I can say for the hon. minister. 

MR. NEARY: 

_MR. HICKEY: 

They would not give it to the hon. member anyway. 

They work for him. The hon. minister - it is just too bad, 

Mr. Chairman. It is pitiful that there is not some way for the hon. minister 

to determine the degree of popularity that he has among his staff. It 

is just too bad because,if he did or if he could determine that, what a 

rude awakening he would get. No, Mr. Chaifllan, my information does not 

come from social workers. But it comes from a reliable source. 

MR. REARY: Right! 

MR. HICKEY: I still have enough of faith in human nature, humanity,not 

to think that everybody just makes statements which are unfounded, untrue • People 

in question,Mr. Chairman, would the hon. minister just admit this much,that 

any parent or parents, as it applies in this case, two people, certainly who cannd: 

be millionaires, would incur•a bill of some $700 for phone services. Will 
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he tell me that those people do not believe they were wronged? Will he 

tell me that those people feel they got justice from his department? Would 

they embark upon that kind of a campaign? They came in or at least one 

of them came in and saw the zn. minister,. last week. He knows that. I know 

it. Did I have to get that from a social worker too? Hogwash, Mr. Chairman! 

HK. NEARY: This is powerful stuff.Mr. Chairman. 

MR. HICKEY: I will never stand here,Mr. Chairman,and have their names 

or the reputation of those people who work in that department tarnished 

by ·:a. suggestion from the hon. minister, I will not stand for it. 

If he wants to tarnish those people, their reputations, that is 

up to him. He has already done it with some of his employees,so what 

is the difference? He has all but referred to two - two employees, one 

of whom,by the way,is his deputy minister. He has almost referred to 

him as a hypocrite. I would like to see the day,Mr. Chairman, when I 

would continue to work for a minister who took a slap at me like that. 

But I am sure the bau. gentleman in question has his own reasons. He 

is dedicated to the cause. He is probably like a good many more who figure; 

well it will not be long now. 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. minister should use more of his energies 

in thinking up some kind of ways and means to encourage initiative among 

his recipients, his department,to find ways and means to help those 

people by some additional means than they are being assisted right now. 

He should make a much stronger case than he is making to the people at 

the Federal level, with regards to freeing the money that comes to 

this Province under the Canada Assistance Plan,so that it can be 

used by his department in a manner which they·see fit and not in keeping 

with the rules that are laid down by the Federal Government. He should, 

Mr. Chairman,be co~ing up with some new ideas at the community level to 

help the people of this Province. He should be encouraging his staff 
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and I make this as a •uggestion. Of course, at least for the 

present time,he will throw this down .the drain and say it is 

hogwash and maybe next month.s~time before the election, we are 

likely tQ hear an announceinent that it is already in effect. This 

is usWllly what happens. You make a suggestion, it is worthless. 

It is useless. It is foolishness. About six months later you find 

th1Jt lt becomes law or whatever necess.aey changes are involved have 

already been made. What the minister should be doing at the CQ'llmlunity 

leyel is instilling in his workers, his 

10 
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MR. HICKEY: employees, his social workers to get out in the various communities 

and encourage some kind of connnunity organization. Community organizations, 

Mr. Chairman, play a very important role in the Dep,rtment;of Welfare of all 

the other provinces. If there can be something accomplished by those people 

in other provinces, one· obviously have to raise the question as to why it 

will not work here. 

I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that if we had some kind of conununity 

organization at the community level, a lot of the problems, a number of the 

emergencies that come to the attention of the minister and his department, 

he would never heard tell of, they would be dealt with by the people at the 

community level. ~ut here again, he is not too interested in that. }faybe 

there is not too much mileage in that, politically~ but he is not going to 

get involved in that. 

Mr, Chairman, we have not heard anything about the recotTDnendation made 

by Mr. McGrath and the committee which was set up last fall to investigate 

the situation at the Boys Home and Training School at Whitbourne, Pleasantville 

and the Girls Home, The minister S4id he wanted the press to layoff. Mr. 

Chairman, that is not where the problem lies. There is no reason in the 

world for the minister to blame anything that happened at those institutions 

on the press. If the minister would give,through the press, to the 

people of this Province,the straight facts of any situation, there would not 

be any problem. In fact he might find people from all walks of life much 

more ready to come to his assistance with ideas, suggestions and maybe other 

types of help as well. But, no one is interested, Mr. Chairman, in getting 

tcxinvolved in a situation where the facts are just being covered up and 

closed, where the issue is just being smoothened out so that the real situation 

is not known. 

For example, one of the recommendations, Mr. Chairman, of Mr. McGrath is 

that the number of probation officers be doubled. Another one is to change 

the names of the institutions. I have not heard anything about this being 

done. Surely, Mr. Chairman, this does not take si:i: montt.s I am sure . nobody 
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MR. HICKF.Y: in his department·could come up with some kind of reasonable name 

for those institutions. 

MR. NEARY: Could the hon. member reco111111end some? 

MR. HICKEY: Oh, I could recommend a few, Mr. Chairman, but my recommendations 

and suggestions to the hon. minister were never adopted, you know, until 

six months later,and then we are told it is the new breed that are bringing 

in all those changes, all those benefits. It is never the Opposition, My 

goodness! Who would ever accept the suggestion from the Opposition? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are also told in this report, Mr. Chairman, that 

the Home at Pleasantville is to be used for boys under fifteen. Would the 

minister tell.us, if that reconnnendation has been implemented yet? Or·that 

the girls from the Girls Home are attending co-educational classes? How 

about those things? The detention facilities,for use by police in juvenile 

cases be removed from Pleasantville. Mr. Chairman, I do not think the minister 

realizes how serious this whole problem is. His silence at least does not 

indicate it; that he realizes. The question was asked during the present 

session, I believe, as to how many of those children had broken but or had 

escaped? 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, the figure was 485,over a period of ti~e, Of 

course. ~hat was over a period of five years. Four hundred and eighty-five, 

Mr. Chairman. Surely the minister cannot deny that a situation which results 

in 48O-odd boys and girls escaping from say, let us say three homes-

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKEY: They just walk away. They leave without permission. Mr. Chairman, 

what were the two doing in the cells the night of the fire? The hon. minister 

tells me he do not run jails. That sounds as much like a jail as I know of, 

the girls are barred behind bars. 

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

MR. HICKEY: Ah, Mr. Chairman, according to reports that emanate from that 

home, if the right kind of atmosphere, if the right kind of direction ,-•ere 

given to those girls and those boys, there would not be as many of them leave, 

there would not be as many of them escape. They would not want to escape, 

because it would be drilled in their heads already,in the proper way, as to 

3972 



May 18, 1971 Tape 681 PK - 3 

MR: HICKEY: why they are in there. 

MR. NEARY: Why are children running away from the home, of the fabulous 

businessmen, the millionaries, politicans, why are they running away from 

home, and taking to the open road? Could the hon. member explain that? 

MR. HICKEY: I could appreciate them running away from certain people, 

Mr. Chairman. 

MR. NEARY: Did you ever hear of transient youth? What is causing all of 

this? 

MR. HICKEY: We do not have 485. 

MR. SHALLWOOD: It is the Government of Newfoundland, that is who. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. the minister causing all of this, all those kids· taking 

to the open roads? 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I never hinted that the hon. minister cannot even 

understand plain English now. 

MR. NEARY: I understand it. 

MR. HICKEY: I have not known, No, Mr. Chairman, he cannot. He just cannot 

grasp even the slightest phrase C0111.Lng frOl!I this side of the House. I have 
I 

not said that the hon. minister is responsible for those 480-odd children. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, please? Is there anything 

in the rose that will make him talk a little faster? I mean this is getting 

to be really quite unendurable. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, if the Premier does not like the speed at which 

I am going, he can leave. He can go down and speed his car. Go down and 

take your car and go out ninety miles an hour. Then come back,and you might 

be in a better mood. I am not going to hurry up, I am going to take my own 

darn time and I am going to speak the way I want to speak. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The hon. gentleman is taking the House's time. 

MR. HICKEY: Well that is too bad, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. SHALLWOOD: Yes, that is right, too bad. 

MR. HICKEY: Because last night I witnessed something that I never thought I 
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MR. HICKEY: would witness in this House. I am aware of the fact, Mr. 

Chairman, I appreciate your reminding me, I am not going to get on to a 

debate which took place last night. I would not want to, I have no 

desire. But I am just going to speak now at a certain speed. 

MR. STRICKLAND: Slow down. 

MR. HICKEY: The day will never come, Mr. Chairman, the day will never come, 

Whoever likes to believe it or whoever does not, this is a free country. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. member should speak as fast as he drives. 

MR. HICKEY: Ah, well, well, a new switch. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I do not think Your Honour has drawn attention to the rule. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Strangers will take no part in the proceedings of this· 

House either by laughter or any motion. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, it is difficult for people in the galleries not 

to make noise when they hear such trash. -

MR. S?-'.ALLWOOD: Invite it. Invite it. 

MR. HICKEY: No I am not going to invite it. I _ am going to ask them to 

try real hard to hold it back. If they feel they cannot hold it back, would 

they kindly just walk a~ound for a little while. Oh, such hogwashl It 

would almost make one slow up even more,seeing it becomes more boring for 

some hon. gentlemen on the other side. 

Anyway, Mr. Chairman, now that we know the hon. minister is conscious 

of my driving,that is interesting. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, may I ask Your Honour if 

it would be in order for us to get a tape recording of this and play it on 

the air so that people can really hear it, because they would not believe 

it otherwise~ 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, it would be quite acceptable, if we could have 

high moments on the other side also recorded, like last night's exhibition. 

We would love to have it on the air. 

MR. HICKEY: Hr. Chairman, if the Premier can arrange for that tape,! would 

go right along with it. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, plese! 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, order? I am replying to a point of order that 

the Premier stood on. I stood on a point of order. Mr. Chairman, may I 

reply, speak to a point of order? 

MR. CURTIS: It is not a point of order, it is a suggestion. 

MR. HICKEY: Well, the next time the Premier rises on a point of order, then 

I will trust that the Chair will disregard his presence. It will not apply 

to me, but it will apply over there. I am not one bit ashamed, Mr. Chainnan, 

to have any of my constituents hea~ what I have to say in the House, not . 

a bit. If I do not go fast enough for some hon. gentlemen, that is too bad. 

I really feel bad about that. My heart is aching. 

Mr. Chairman, we were told that the Exon House was going to open last 

year. I think it was last August it was suppose to open; the minister told 

us. Just another indication, Mr. Chairman, of the kind of answers we get in 

this House. When did it open? It opened in }larch of this year. 

I could go on through. Mr. Chairman, there are quite a number of questions 

that were asked, the answers that were given were most unsatisfactory. We 

will get on to those as•we cover various sections of the estimates. But, 

I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, to the hon. the minister that, if he is going 

to run his department and if he is going to do the job that he is responsible 

for and that he is expected to do, then I would suggest that he re~rain from 

getting too involved -

MR. BARBOUR: But, you will agree~ he is doing a good job? 

MR. HICKEY: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I did agree approximately a year 

ago, when the minister first went into that department he brought in some 

measures here that I had to support and I certainly agreed that he was on the 

right track, but he has gone on an entirely different course since then. 

I am afraid I cannot agree right now, because you expect certain things from 

the Minister of Welfare or the Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation. 

We expect understanding. We expect an appreciation for people's rights. 

We expect a number of things. But when that is not forthcoming, Mr. Chairman, 

one can only lose confidence, and it is because of that, that I intend to 

move the motion that I shall move before I take my seat. 
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MR. HICKEY: Now, Mr. Chairman, this matter, the matter the minister raised, 

I did not raise it, he did, he referred to a file which was in his department. 

I am not going to stop, Hr. Chairman, as long as I am able to stand on my 

feet, I am not going to stop until the minister does one thing or another 

relative to that file. He either produces that file or he gives an 

explanation as to just what he meant or takes it back, one or the other. 

He has attempted to do enough damage to me already. I do not intent to 

tolerate or take any more, because, Mr. Chairman, there is nothing wrong 

with my hearing. There.is nothing wrong with my eyes. I know the conditions 

under which I left the Department of Welfare. I read my mail. I also read 

reports that are made by various people in that department while I was ably 

employed. None of this at all resembled anything the minister came up with. 

When he was asked to retract it, of course, he would not. When proof was 

provided the news media, he then saw fit to attack his own officials. 

Mr. Chairman, if the hon. minister can term that fair, I do not. I do 

not know where his sense of faimess is, but certainly1 as far as I am 

-:oncerned, if I had made a charge against someone , as be made against me, 

I would be rather quick, Mr. Chairman, and only too happy, if I had made a 

mistake,to retract it, to take it back. But, of course, we have not heard 

that from the hon. minister. 

Mr. Chairman, I have a couple of documents here that I should produce to 

the House,in view of the fact that the minister will not have anything to say 

on the matter. He will not produce the file. Maybe this will change his 

mind. Maybe he will produce. It is necessary, Mr. Chairman, it is unfortunate, 

I do this with no sense of satisfaction.I can assure the..hon. minister and 

the House• I will ask the House to bear with me·. 

I never thought, Mr. Chairman, when I entered politics -

MR. NEARY: Is that your resignation there on the desk? 

MR. HICKEY: That would be wishful thinking on the part of the hon. minist€r. 

MR. NEARY: And the hon. member~ colleagues. 

MR. HICKEY: Wishful thinking. Is that right? The hon. minister and quite 
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~- -HICKEY: a number of other people on that side should be worried so much 

about me and my colleagues on this side, because they got trouble enough 

right in the1r own camp, believe me_,and they know only too well what I refer 

to. So if you want to get like that, let me know,whenever you want to debate 

on that,and we will have a full-scale debate. Maybe you will be sorry for 

opening your mouths. 

As I would say, Mr. Chairman, when I decided to enter politics I never 

thought I would see the day when I would have to stand in the House and read 

a letter or letters written by other people to defend my own employment record. 

I never thought, Hr. Chairman, that I would run against or run into anyone 

so low-down as to make such accusations as the minister made against me. 

MR. NEARY: Is that in order, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. HICKEY: Yes, this is in order, Mr. Chairman, because charges have been 

made against me this afternoon.By insinuation,they have meen made outside of 

this House, I did not raise the issue, he raised it. The hon. minister raised 

it, now I am answering it. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. the minister hrs not spoken yet. 

MR. HICKEY: The hon. minister referred to a file that he was going to ~ring 

into this House and I have asked him three times to bring it in here. He doeos 

not have the guts to bring it in, that is why. 

MR. NEARY: Oh, my! 

MR. HICKEY: So for the record of this House, Mr. Chairman, 

MR. NF.ARY: Good parliamentary language. 

MR. HICKEY: if I were to walk out of this House,never to come back,tomorrow, 

I would want those reports in Hansard for all to read. 

Let me tell the hon. the minister something else too. Make him bring those 

two people that signed those. He might have some "yes men" in his department, 

but those are not two of them. 

MR. NEARY: Do not be so low now, let us get down to business of the House. 

MR. HICKF.Y: Let him bring them here. Let him bring them here and be questioned. 

We will find out the truth. 

MR~ NEARY: Do not be down grading them. 

MR. IIICKEY: We will find out the truth of my record in the Department of 
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MR. NF.ARY: Do not be down-grading the House now. 

MR. l!ICKEY: Ah;to be down -grading the House; The hon. the minister down­

grades the House by his very presense, every time he opens his mouth. 

MR. NEARY: Keep the House above personalities now. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, in 1964 -

MR. NEARY: I do not think the hon. member likes me very well. 

MR. HICKEY: In 1964, Hr. Chairman, 'I had reason to tender my resignation 

to the Department of Welfare. I had obtained a position- with British 

American Oil,which gave me something like a $2800 annual increase in salary. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no doubt in my mind, there is no doubt in the minds 

of those who worked with me in that department, that there had not always been 

agreement. There were things that I disagreed with my superiors on,in terms 

of policy,, in terms of regulation. I will make no apology, Mr. Chairman, for 

that. I do not make any apology to anyone for that, because it is through 

~onstructive criticism that you will get some kind of decent policy. 

But the fact of the matter is, Mr. Chairman, at no time did I resign from 

the Department of Welfare ·as a result of a suggestion made by anybody, 

the slightest hint or dnything els~. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to 

read the letter which came to me,as a result of my tendering my resignation. 

It is dated September 8 . , 1964 and it reads as follows: 

"near Mr. Hickey: 

Your letter of September 1, 1964,in which you tender your resighation 1has 

been received. I am instructed by my Deputy Minister,tthe same gentleman is 

in that Department today, Mr. Chairman)uto tell you that your resignation is 

accepted .with regret." I suppose this is the part the minister refers to 

as being customary. If it had stopped thete, Mr. Chairman, I might be in 

mind to agree with him. But it did not. 

"I am also to inform you that should you wish to return at any time, you 

will be welcome." Now, Hr. Chairman, is the minister going to say that the 

man who wrote that letter and the gentleman who asked him to write it, who 

informed him of the type of letter to write,were hypocrites? This is 

what he tries to make them out as. -should you wish to return at anytime, 
. <; 

you will be welcome. Furthermore, if you wish to give the Deputy Minister· 

· 3978 



May 18, 1971 Tape 681 PK - 9 

MR. HICKEY: name as a reference, he will be glad to write your employer, 

if requested to do so." Does that indicate incompetence, Mr. Chairman? Which 

was another wild charge by the hon. the minister. 

The hon. the minister now, Mr. Chairman, might open his ears good and 

wide and listen to this. Because apparently he has not seen it or hear/of 

it. This comes from the department that were so glad to get rid of me, if 

one were to believe what the hon. the minister said outside of this House. 

"We are indeed very sorry that you have decided to leave this department. 

You have made a valuable contribution to our work and I wish to thank you 

sincerely for your co-operation and services rendered. I know I speak 

for the department as a whole when I wish you an unlimited success ano 

happiness in your future." , 

It is sip:ned, 'Yours, sincerely, C.S. Knight,Director of Field Services." 

That is on the Department of Public Welfare stationery, ~r. Chariman. 

Now, ~r. Chairman, here is another; that when I was leaving the 

department the minister refers to the fact that I was incompetent. 

He also said that I did not take any traininp, did not try to upgrade 

myself, did not take advantaie of the opportunities at university to do so. 

I repudiated the state~ents then, Mr. Chairman, and I repudiate them now; 

that they are untrue 
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MR. HICKEY: if he would open his eyes and do a little bit more digging, 

he would find out how many times I attended Memorial while I was in the 

employ of that Department,but he just sits there with a grin on his face. 

Like I told the hon. gentleman that time,he would not meet me in a challenge. 

All right but he does not hide from this House, he has got to take it 

now. 

That last letter, Mr. Chairman, was in 1964,when I was leaving. 

It wanted us to believe what the hon. Minister says and says that it was 

customary ••••• 

MR. NEARY: I have not said anything yet. 

MR. HICKEY: The hon. Minister had a lot to say last fall. 

MR. NEARY: Is this in order, Mr. Chairman? 

MR.HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, the hon. Minister raised it in this House today, 

He opened his mouth and put his foot in it again and now he has got to 

sit in the fire and put up with the heat. 

MR. SMALLWOOD (J.R.): Since all this is a personal grievance,which he is 

dealing with in response to nothing, no one has made any attack on him, 

-!~is is completely out of order and someone of very higher authority is 

listening and said this is completely out of order, Pure personal grievance. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, to that point of order, it is too bad the 

Premier was not here earlier this afternoon. He was listening1was he? 

Did he hear what the hon. Minister said? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I heard evecy word he said. 

MR. HICKEY: Did you hear what he said about his file? Would he bring his 

file? I asked him to bring it but he would not bring it. Did he hear that? 

A personal attack right in this House,and I am answering it. There was a 

personal attack outside the House,last fall,and I have a right to answer it 

and that is just what I am doing, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. NEARY: Do not be so paranoidal. 

MR. HICKEY: It does not matter a thing to me, Mr. Chairman. There are a 

hell of a lot of people in the Department of Welfare listening today. 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: If I cannot get a ruling from your Honour, I will 

move that the House rise and we will report to Mr. Speaker. 

MR. CROSBIE: On that Point of Order• (1) the hon. member for 

St. John's East Extern has a perfect right to speak on this matter,now 

the Estimates for the Department of Welfare are up. 

The Minister of Welfare attacked him last fall and alleged that 

he was dismissed from the Department of Welfare.that he had not resigned. 

These Estimates are now up and this is the chance for the hon. member co 

bring this matter up and,as far as the hon. Premier's threatening t~ 

bring us out of Committee is concerned. go ahead. It is the wrong 

procedure. The Chairman can ma~e a ruling and then the hon. Premier can 

appeal the ruling,if he does not like it. But the hon. gentleman is 

perfectly at liberty. His conduct was questioned when he made some 

criticism of the Department of Welfare last fall . with an insidious 

insinuation.and he is pointing out that it is completely false, and the 

Minister has not retracted it : 

If the Minister'gets up now and retracts the insinuation then 

that is the end of it. 

MR. HICKEY: Before your Honour makes a ruling, might I just say one thing. 

I did not raise this matter, Mr. Chairman, without knowing from where I was 

speaking. I had already inquired as to what rulings would be made. I had 

already inquired as to whether or not this was in order. This is in order, 

very much in order. 

I suggest, Mr. Chairman, if we want to question the issue let us 

call the Speaker back to the Chair and have a real ruling there. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Before your Honour gives a ruling, might I say that the 

hon. member rea~ those same letters ••••••• 

MR. CROSBIE: I happened to be on my feet first, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAI fil!AN: One at a time. 

MR. Sl·!ALLWOOD: I was on the floor first. 

HR. LIICKEY: The Premier stands up. He does not bother looking,he says; 

I am on my feet first: The hon. member for St. John's West was on his feet 
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MR. CROSllIE: Who has the floor, Mr. Chairman? 

HR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Premier has the floor. 

NC - 3 

MR. SMALLWOOD: The hon. member for St. John's East Extern has read 

those same letters in this House before. There is no need of his doing 

it now. 

MR. HICKEY: To that Point of Order, Mr. Chairman, that is a lie. I have 

never read those letters in this House before. A deliberate, down-right 

lie. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, can I have a ruling on this stater,ent now 

made? 

MR. HICKEY: Have a ruling on it. Have two or three rulings on it. You 

have be~n calling people liars here for the last twelve months. How about 

a ruling on that too? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Will your Honour order a complete refraction of that? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! I ask the hon. member to withdraw that 

statement. 

MR. HICKEY: Never: NeveP! No I will not withdraw that! You will wait 

until hell freezes over before I withdraw that! I said those same words 

two years ago and I spent three days out of here, fhree days from this 

House. You can call anyone you like a liar, can you not? Who are you? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, I move that he be removed from the House. 

I move, Mr. Chairman, that he be removed from the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! Shall the Cotmnittee rise, report progress 

and ask leave to sit again. 

MR. CHAIR."1AN: Mr. Speaker, during your absence certain hon. members 

refused to obey the ruling of the Chairman and we have appealed the 

ruling to you. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Also, a declaration by the hon. member for St. John's 

East Extern that I was a "liar" that l had told a "deliberate lie~ Mr. 

Chairman ordered him to retract and he said "I will not, not if hell 

freezes over" and he has refused to retract it. 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, the Pre!.llier accuses me of reading those letters 
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MR. HICKEY: in this House before, he knows that I did not read those letters. 

Those letters are of the nature, Mr. Chairman, that one would not forget them, 

if I read them. He knows full well I did not read them. He has been on 

his feet, sitting down, bobbing up and down for the past half hour 1attempting 

to rule me out ,of Order. 

MR. SPEAKER: The report before the Chair at the present time is this, as 

I understand it; that one hon. member, the hon. member for St. John's East 

Extern,accused another hon. member, in this instance the Premier,of 

being,(I have not the exact words in front of me) of being a liar, "it is 

a deliberate lie". These words 1of course,are unparliamentary. they 

cannot be used in this House. 

The Chairman of Committees asked the hon. member to retract the 

statement, saying it was not parliamentary, it was against the rules of the 

House,and as I have been-given to understand it, the hon. member was asked 

to retract, he refused to do so, the Committee was raised so that we coulo 

come back into the House and deal with the matter. 

I now have to ask,the hon. member has made his explanation and 

said what he has done, I heard the matter outside, of course. Now 

I have to ask the hon. member to make a retraction,to make an explanation 

or he will be "named'' and I will have to ask the House to deal with the 

matter further,as to what will be done in this particular situation. 

Do I hear the hon. member retract the statement that he made a few minutes 

ago? 

MR. HICKEY: Hr. Chairman, on that point, I have sat in this House, Your 

Honour, and I have heard that word being volleyed back and forth this House 

to no end.I have stood on my feet on three' occasions and I have asked the 

Premier to retract a similar statement, He has never,to my knowledge, except 

on one occasion'this Session,has he withdrawn that type of remark. I have 

made that remark, Mr. Chairman,and under no circumstances will I retract it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member stated that he will not retract the statement. 

He acknowledges making this statement.I inferred from his remarks that he 

does acknowledge the fact that he did make the statement of calling another 

person a "liar',' "a deliberate liar'\ and these remarks have to be retracted 

the House will decide. That is the end of the matter, I have given my ruling, 
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MR. SPEAKER: the hon, member will have to retract or I will have to 

ask him to retire while the House makes the decision as to what it 

will be. 

I repeat it, if the member will explain and retract the 

statement, then,of course,the matter is closed and we will go back into 

Committee. I will suggest to the hon. member that he make his 

explanation. I have heard his remarks as to why he refuses to retract, 

This matter is now formally before the Chair on a report from the Committee 

and there is no other alternative then to ask him to retract or to let 

the House deal with the matter as to what will be. 

This is the report as I hear it, this -

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, may I explain? 

MR •. SPEAKER: Yes I will accept an explanation. 

MR. HICKEY: I said that the statement made by the Premier was a lie, 

a deliberate lie because the Premier knew that I had not read those 

personal letters. It took an awful lot, Mr. Speaker, to bring me 

t~ even read those letters here today. They were never read before. 

The Premier knows that. Insofar as taking anything back, I can only 

ask this House to award me the same justice that they have awarded the 

Premier on a number of occasions. I cannot in conscience take anything 

back. If the Premier can get away with this.then I can too. It is as 

simple as that. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member refuses to take back the words. He did, 

I understand it, use the words " that is a lie, a deliberate lie~• That 

is not parliamentary. It should be retracted and regardless of 

the -circumstances under which the hon. member was provoked to say it, he 

m~st retract his statment or I will have to ask him to retire while the 

House deals with the matter, either now or a little bit later. 

I will have to ask"Mr. Hickey"to retire. 

Does the House wish to deal with _ the matter immediatelyZ I have 

to have a motion from the House. 

HR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I move that the explanation of the hon. member for 

St. John's East Extern be accepted, seconded by the hon. the Leader of the 
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MR. CROSBIE: Opposition. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Speaker, your Honour has ordered that the hon. 

member withdraw, retract and withdraw, he has refused to do so and when 

this other motion is disposed of, if your Honour can accept this motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: I cannot accept it. 

MR, SMALLWOOD: Well then I move,Y__?ur Honour,that the hon. member for 

St. John's East Extern-

MR. CROSBIE: On a Point of Order, the hon.Speaker has not said why he 

cannot accept it. It is in line with Beauchesne, page 118, where 

it says, "in case the offending member does not,,. If the explanation 

is deemed sufficient, some member will move that it be accepte4. '' That is 

what I am doing now. I deem that the explanation is sufficient. 

Page 117· of Beauchesne says, " in case a member persists in 

usine unparliamentary language, the Speaker will be compelled to'name 

him," which is what the Speaker has just done, which is equivalent to submitting 

his conduct to the judgement of the Bouse, The member should then explain 

and withdraw." The member pas explained and withdrawn. 

It goes on;" it will be for the House to consider what course 

to follow in reference to him, If the explanation is deemed sufficient,some 

member will move that it be accepted." 

That is what I am doing, Mr, Speaker. I move that the 

explanation given by the member for St. John's East Extern be accepted 

as sufficient and it is in line with the parliamentary explanation. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chair cannot accept the explanation. I have to have an 

explanation which is satisfactory to the Chair or I have to;name'him •• If 

other members of the House think my not accepting it is incorrect, he can 

obviously move that it be accepted. 

I put the motion,that the explanation be accepted. 

MR. MURPHY: Can I speak on that motion, Mr. Speaker? 

MR, SMALLWOOD: Inaudible. 

:-m. SPEAKER: You can make a brief statement, seconding the moti~_n_., _Y_er-, 

please do that. 
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MR. MURPHY: I just want to speak for a moment or so on the same reason that, 

no matter what happens in this House,the Premier has got to deliver a 

judgement on it; in fairness to the Speaker. 

Now the hon. member has been endeavouring to speak on this 

thing for the past hour or ~o. He has been goaded, insulted and everything 

else, perhaps not insulted and that is the only reason.Ke was goaded into 

it and I think he has a perfect right to say that any statement made was 

not true,if it is not true. 

}ffi.. SPEAKER: I will say,just so this thing can be handled in the proper 

manner, if the tempers would be allowed to subside slightly. If the 

hon. member had said; ~this is incorrect. I did not mean to say that 

this was a lie and a deliberate lie: well then in this matter I ~'<>ulc1 have 

accepted the explanation if the House would have. 

So I will put the motion now that has been made by the hon. member 

for St. John's West ana seconded by the hon. teader of the Opposition. that 

the explanation be accepted. ;_hat I think was the wording of the motion. 

Those in favour ,"\ye," contrary "Nay", in my opinion the "Nays," 

have it. 

ON DIVISION: 

MR. SPEAKER: Will all those in favour of the motion please rise. 

The hon. the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Collins, Mr. Earle, 

Mr. Hickman, Mr. Crosbie, Mr. Myrden. 

MR. SPEAKER: Will those against the motion please rise. 

The hon. the Premier, the hon. the President of the Council, the hon. 

Minister of Highways, Mr. Noel, Mr. Smallwood, the hon. Minister of 

Labrador Affairs, Hr. Hodder, Mr. Strickland, the hon. Minister of 

Education and Youth, the hon. Minister of Public Works, the hon. Minister 

of Finance, the hon. Minister of Mines, Agriculture and Resources, the hon. 

Minister of Community and Social Development, the hon. Minister of Provincial 

Affairs, the hon. Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation, Mr. Barbour, 

the hon. Minister of Health. the hon. Mr. Hill, Mr. Saunders, ~h:. }!ahoney, 

Mr. 't-lornell. 
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MP. srr At:rr · I declare thc- motion lost. 

~"' Ct'RTTS · I l'love, 1-'r. Speaker, under the circumstances, that the hon. 

member for St John's F.ast Extern be suspended for two days. 

Tt has been moved and seconded; the memher for St John's East 

r.xtern be suspended from the services of the House for two days. 

~'R CROSCIE· I think it has been pointed out in this House that the 

hon. member for St John's East Extern is quite correct when he says the 

expressic,ns' lie' and ' 'liar' ' have been used in this House repeatedly during 

this session. The hon. the Premier called me, in this House a liar, a dozen 

times, and was not order.ed to withdraw it. 

1m SPF.J.KF~· Order Please! I ask the hon. member to he seated, since this 

is not relevant to the motion that is before the House. The motion is that 

' the hon. r,el"ber for St John's East Extern be suspended for two days' ' -

Those in favour '"J.ye'', contrary ''Nay" - I declare the motion carried: 

t-'ll. CROSBif.: On Division: 

DIVISION: 

MR. SPEAKER: Will all those in favour of the motion please rise. 

The hon. the Premier, the hon. the President of the Council, the hon. Minister 

of'Highways, Mr. Noel, Mr. Smallwood, the hon. Minister of Labrador Affairs, 

Mr. Hodder, Mr. Strickland,the hon. Minister of Education and Youth, the 

hon. Minister of Public Works, the hon. Minister of Finance, the hon. 

Minister of Mines, Agriculture and Resources, the hon. Minister of Community 

and Social Development, the hon. Minister of Provincial Affairs, the hon. 

Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation, Mr. Barbour, the hon. 

Minister of Health, the hon. Mr. Hill, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Mahoney, Mr. Wornell. 

MR. SPCAKER: Will all those against the motion please rise. 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Marshal~, Mr. Collins, Mr. Earle, 

Mr. Hickman, Mr. Crosbie, Mr. Hyrden. 

}IR. SPEAKER: I declare the motion carried. 

On motion that the House go into Committee of the Whole on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker, left the Chair. 

C_O'.!!·!ITTEE OF Tl!£ \{UOL,C ON SUPPLY. 

MR. CROSBIE: On 1101-01, Mr.Chairman, before that is carried, I would like 
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MR. CROSBIE: to complete what the member for St. John's East Extern started 

when he was speaking to the Committee. 

The member said that he would end by moving a motion that the 

hon. Minister's salary be reduced from the amowit of $11,000 or whatever 

it is to ninety-eight cents. The Leader of the Opposition suggests that 

it should go down another ten cents, but down to ninety-eight cents. 

I now make that motion, seconded by the hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 

This is necessary, Mr. Chairman, if for no other reason than 

that the Minister of Welfare, the hon. Minister of Social Services and 

Rehabilitation,made a false charge against the member for St. John's 

East Extern,last fall, wh~n there was a.matter of controversy on concerning .. 
the girls' home fire, when the Minister alleged that the member for St. 

John's East Extern had been expelled from the Department of Welfare or 

fired from his job. That was a false statement, a false charge. 

The member for St. John's East Extern today has amply shown the falseness 

of it by producing letters to him wher he left the Departmen~ showing 

that he had resigned and congratulating him for his service and saying 

he was welcome back. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. Minister did not make any such charge. 

MR. CROSBIE: The Minister has not had the good grace to withdraw 

any insinuation or charge he made. If for no other reason, when somebody 

takes the Minister to task about some policy matter in his Department, if 

that is the tactic he is going to use, he does not deserve his salary as 

a member of the Executive Government. 

Now the member for St. John's East had other points in 

connection with the administration of a Department that he thought 

the Minister should be criticized on, I am not going to bother going 

into it, I will just say this, Mr. Chairman, that the motion,in my view, 

is amply justified by what happened here this afternoon when the hon. member 

was deliberately goaded and then expelled from the House. All right,! will 

not mention that again. 

MR. SMALLl-:0OD: Why not? 3988 
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MR. CROSBIE: I will let the hon. Leader of the Opposition mention it. 

HR. NEARY: Because it is not in order,that is why. 

MR. CROSBIE: The Chairman says it is not in order. 

So on that count alone,Mr. Chairman, forgetting anything that 

has happened, the girls' home fire, the report that the Minister 

once tabled in the House and the rest of it, that motion is amply 

justified, and since the member is not here, I move it, seconded by the 

hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, there are one or two words I want to speak 

on this motion. I did not hear the charge made by the hon. Minister 

last fall but I certainly heard him insinuate today,agaiast the hon. 

member for St. John's East Extern,that he would produce a · file. Now 

what is in that file I do not know but the insinuation I gathered,as I 

suppose everybody here and also the press and radio, that there is something 

in the file that was to the detriment of my hon. friend's career in the 

Department of Welfare. 

Now what is in,it I do not know. But I was amazed, Sir, I wa~ 

amazed when a Minister could make that insinuation on the floor of this 

House and get away with it~impugning, if you like,the reputation of an 

hon. member of this House who had previously been an employee of the 

Department of Welfare. 

The hon. gentleman, Sir, spoke to the best of his ability, 
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MR. MURPHY: We are not all great orators like the hon. the Premier and 

some others on the other side. We just do our best with what we have. 

We come here to represent people, not to win a public speaking contest. 

The gentleman was insulted, scolded and everything under the sun that a 

gentleman should not do,was done by the members opposite -they did - to the 

hon. the member. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if that is or this is,what happened today 1democratic 

Government and uphold the dignity of this House, I say God help us'. That is 

all I say. 

HR. NEARY: Is this in order, Mr. Chairman? 

HR. }[URPHY: God help us! I am speaking of this House of Assembly, and I 

have as much right as anybody else,of an incident that happened in this House 

today that I deeply resent. 

HR~ CHAIRMAN: Order, please! It is completely out of order to refer to that. 

MR MURPHY: 
All right, Mr. Chairman, as I said1 we have the estimates to go through. 

There are many matters in ~he estimates that we will discuss, but I ju;t 

say it is terribly regretful, Sir, that we are to be judged on our elocution 

or any other means,that a man elected by the people.he represent~ to core here 

in this House and be insulted,absolutely insulted - I think the apology 

should come from that side, not from this side. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to have anything to say on 

these welfare estimates until this latest row developed. But this despictable 

conduct,which we have seen here this afternoon,on the part of the hon. minister 

I think is just ocassion enough for me to support the motion which was made 

by the hon. the member for St. John's West. 

Any minister who would use the tactics of referring to a file of one of 

the former civil servants or public service,to bring this into the House or 

threaten to bring it into the House to condemn a person who is now an elected 

member is too low to bear any reference whatsoever,and I am quite in sympathy. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order. Is this matter disposed 

of now or not? 

MR. CROSBIE: No, it is not. 3990 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: Under the rules of the House 1is this matter, the House has 

voted on it and taken action, now do we go on debating it? 

MR. EARLE: On that point of order, Mr. Chairman, the point of order the 

explusion of the hon. member has been dealt with, but he has not been cleared 

in any way for his action there. We should be permitted to give an explanation 

of what led up to this. This is what I am in the course of doing. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, on the point of order, we are now debating my 

motion that the minister's salary be reduced to ninety-eight cents and we 

are entitled to discuss his conduct. 

MR. ClIAIRMAU: We are now dealing with Item 1101-01,which is the salary of 

the Minister's Office. The matters relating to the manner in which the 

minister carries out his duty as a minister are subject for debate. Personal 

matters relating to the minister are not. 

MR. EARLE: Well the manner in which• Mr. Chairman, the minister carries out 

his duties have been very, very amply disclosed here this afternoon. I cannot 

think of any more dramatic illustration of how the minister conducts his 

duties, because as minister be is duty bound. I would say, to defend al 1. members 

of his staff, all former~members of his staff and all those ~ho have gone 

throu~h.lt is the most despicable, as I said, sort of tactic 1to refer to 

an employee or a former employee in this . snarky manner. Therefore, I think, 

that the hon. gentleman had ample reason to become properly incensed an~ 

annoyed. 

But, furthermore than that, Mr. Chairman, during this session of the 

House the hon. the minister on the other side, in charge of this department, 

has given repeated evidence of his incompetence. He above all others has been 

responsible for disruption of the procedures of this House. He has continually 

heckled in the most childish infantiie sort of a manner. He has made absurd 

remarks across the House. He does not show the dignitynor the proper sense 

of proportion that a minister of the Crown should have. 

Now I contend, Mr. Chairman, that this motion,to reduce the minister's 

salary,is only a gesture,of course. But. it is a gesture with seriousness 

behind it, because at no other time do the members of this House ~et an 

opportunity to gauge how the minister conducts his affairs or his depart~ent 
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Ml!.. EARLE: except on debate on his department and on debate of other 

departments in the House. 

It is during these debates that we have seen the most ridiculous, childish 

and silly accusations coming from the hon. the minister. Therefore, he has 

himself given the strongest type of evidence that he is not the type of 

person that should be in charge of a department of this nature, of this 

importance. I contend that the salary vote here is not justified. It is 

not justified for a person of that type. This is the argument that we are 

making. This whole thing, Mr. Chairman, the conduct of the affair of the 

childrens homes, I referred to it in previous debates, it was pitiful. 

I was accused, this is one of the snide remarks the minister made,that when 

I was Minister of Welfare I did nothing. At least I kept my big mouth closed 

and did not cause a furor. I kept my mouth closed and did not cause a whole 

system of caring for the children to be upset by a few foolish remarks, which 

were publized and made so that the whole foundation of caring for these 

children was in jeapordy. 

Now this again illustrates the 1~comptence of the minister. A man that 

will come out in public and start this sort of controversy that developed 

over these childrens homes does depict the highest degree of incompetence 

on the part of the minister and that is why I am speaking on this reduction 

of salary. 

'HR. NEARY: Do not be so narrow..fflinded and bigoted. 

MR. MARSHALL: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. The hon. the member for 

Forttme Bay has been speaking for a few moments, the hon. the minister has 

been interrupting on · two or three ocassions with the type of base comments 

that he has been making all through the session of this House. Now can we have 

an order from you, a ruling from you, Mr. Chairman, asking the hon. the 

minister,if he has anything to say .to rise on a point of order or else sit 

down and keep his face quiet. 

AN HON. MD!BF.R: Inaudible. 

MR. EARLE: The hon. gentleman is entitled to his opinion just as I am to mine, 

He has his opportunity,after I have spoken, if he wants to get up and contradict 

everything I say, if he so wishes to do. I am making my point and I emphasize 

it and re-emphasize it that . in this House the conduct of the hon. the minister 
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MR. EAFLE: does not lend faith in his ability to act as minister of that 

department. It does not give public faith. I reiterated that the conduct 

of the minister,over the Girls' and Boys'Home affair, only further illustrated 

that point. 

The sort of remarks that we have had thrown across this side of the 

House,about how other members,when they are on the other side of the House, 

conducted themselves,are nothing of the nature that a man who is suppose to 

bear the dignity of the Minister of the Crown should repeat. This type of 

thing is dragging the conduct of this House down to a lower level than it 

has ever been in the history of Newfoundland. The hon. the man who occupies 

this post 1 as a minister,is the one most responsible for it. 

I would say, Mr. Chairman, that we cannot have any useful discussion on 

his estimates, because he will rise to point of trying to throw red herring 

across every estimate that may-be discussed. We have seen this chap accused, 

on so many ocassions,of matters which are suppose to be discussed intelligent~y 

and then some suide remark creeps in from the hon. the minister and throws 

everybody off, So in this particular minister's case, I think, I would propose . 
that this side of the House,in complete destain of the hon. the minister 

and his conduct of this affair,that we will let his estimates go through 

without question. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, the motion is that the hon. minister's salary 

be reduced. I oppose it, and I oppose it because the hon. minister is one 

of the ablest ministers of Welfare or Social Services and Rehabilitation 

in the whole of Canada today. There are eleven of them, ten Provincial 

and one Federal. He is one of the ablest of the lot in the whole of Canada. 

An extremely competent and an ext~emely able minister of what we use to 

call "Welfare." We now call him, Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation. 

An extremely abled minister. Not only abled, but compassionate, as a Minister 

of Welfare should be, compassionate. He is a man with a sense of human 

compassion. Anybody in the Province can see him. He works an averaRe of 

fourteen, fifteen hours a day, h~rd-working, compassionate,an able minister, 

and the idea of cutting his salary is just ridiculous. It is just too silly, 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: too silly for words and,of course , we will vote against it. 

MR. J-lARSHALL: Hr. Chairman, on this motion,the facts that have occurred, 

the actions taken by the minister himself today are grounds enough to sustain 

this·motion of reduction in his salary. To impugn a reputation of an 

individual,of hiding behind the immunity of this House, is disgraceful 

in itself, but to impugn the reputation of a fomer civil servant is 

unforgiveable. A civil servant, when he joins the employee in the public 

service,takes an oath of secrecy, consequently, that civil servant is not 

able, if he is going to comply .with the oath which he has taken. to defend himsP.lf 

properly. I say, it is disgraceful, it is vile and it is the lowest type 

of exhibition that I am sure a minister of the Crown,and that is saying something 

when you look at the record of this Government, but it is the lowest action 

taken by any minister of the Crown in recent history,anywhere in the world. 
' 

I would certainly support,it in view of the actions that have been taken today 

against an hon. member of this House, not necessarily although including, 

because he is an hon. member of this House, also the fact that he is 

a former civil servant. A ·disgraceful attack on his reputation and he being 

unable to defend himsel~ properly 1 !n any event, because of the oath of secrecy 

which civil servants take. It is absolutely ridiculous and the hon. the 

minister should hang his head in shame with the other members opposite, who, 

some of them 1are already showing their distain by their expressions on 

their faces. 

MR. HICY.MAN: Mr. Chairman, on the point of the hon. minister's compassion, 

if we accept the well known principle that has been ennunicated here 

time and time and time again,by the hon. the Leader of the Government and 

by other hon. members,that a minister,whether he likes it or not,is 

responsible for everything, but everything,that goes on in his department. 

Now let us look at the compassion, is a minister,who collects from a 

man,permanently and totally disabled,a debt that is twelve years old, when 

he still has five dependents, is that a compassionate minister? If it is 

a compassionate minister then my interpretation of compassion and the hon. 
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HR. HICKMAN: the Premier's interpretation of compassian are very much at 

odds. 

Is it a compassionate minister who?when he knows and discovers that there 

has been a mistake maie in his department,seeks to recover from a widow and 

a dependent child the amount of the overpayment and reduces her total income 

to $50 or $60 a month! Is that compassion? I do not think it is compassion. 

I say it is hard.heartedness that has been unprecedented in the portfolio 

of Welfare or Social Services and Rehabilitation. 
\ 

My interpretation of the administration or' the Department of Welfare 

is that it is suppose to be the very heart of the Government. Governments 

can make all sorts of plans and announcements and great efforts to tey and 

promote almost any field of endeavour that you can think of that comes under 

the jursidiction of a Province.: The:, can try and develop the Province 

economically,th~y can try and find badly needed employment for the people 

of our Province .,thE:V can try and improve the lot of education or health 

or justice or highways or anything that you want to name, but the real heart 

of the Government, where Government exposes itself to the public ~s b£ing 

either sympathetic to t'he underprivileged, sympathetic to th~ unfortunates, 

is through the Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation. We have it 

already in this session of the House.absolute refusal on the part of the 

hon. the Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation to take into account 

the hardships that are being suffered by people of this Province,through 

no fault of their own. Compassionate minister? Not on your life. Not on 

your life, Mr. Chairman. We have never seen such a sharp knife exercised 

by any Minister of Weifare since Confederation. We have never seen such 

anxiety to collect back from people who cannot afford it and to cause 

hardship, as we have seen during the past year,always under the ~~is~ tbat 

we have to do it because of the regulations. This is nonesense. It is 

not the regulations 1the costing-sharing regulations,that had anything to do 

with it. If you are going, you can forgive,as one hon. minister said here 

recently 1when a Bill was being passed relating to this department;in the 

absence of the hon. the minister, the Treasury Board can write off these 

thin~s, if the Minister of Welfare and Social Services so recommends. 
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MR. HICKMAN: Is this not whatWelfare is all about? Sure,any minister 

has to see that there is no abuse of welfare. I cannot think of very 

many cases in this Province today where we find open abuse of welfare by 

those who are in receipt of social assistance. The regrettable fact is 

that on very rare ocassions this is discovered and any time it is discovered 

that case does duty for all. There are very, very few people in 

Newfoundland today,on short-term assistance,who want to be there. There 

are no people on long or short term assistance today, who are living above 

the proverty line. The monies that are being voted, the moni~s that are 

being provided by the compassionate minister do not enable our people to 

live with the dignity _that they are entitled to receive. When a man ~sill 

and when a man is unable to work or a widow is unable to find any sustenance 

or support, she,in my opinion, is entitled to live,hopefully at a level 

that was somewhat similar to tha~which she enjoyed before she found herself 

in these unsatisfactory circumstances. 

But this is not happening, ~ot on your life. Ask any widow·in this 

Province,who is in receipt of long-term assistance, and there are depeJdent 

children, if she can make both ends meet? Ask her. Visit her home, and 

tell her you come as an embassary of the minister of compassion. You will 

not find any evidence of compassion,on the part of the Mllnister of Welfare, 

for these people. Great statements! Profound announcements! Great 

academic and theoretical speeches, but none of this help the widow in 

Point May or Port au Choix. What she is trying to do is to keep body and 

soul together and she has not been able to do it. I always felt that the 

Department of Welfare, Social Services and Rehabilitation,that apart from 

showing compassion to the unfortunates, which it is not doing,had another 

responsibility in the Field of Welfare and that was to aid and assit 

organizations and communitJes and areas that ;want to provide accommodation 

for our senior citizens. 

I had an experience and this will indicate to the Committee the type of 

apprp~ch and the type of vindictiveness that emanates from the hon. the 

minister. I have been fairly heavily involved~durinr, the past year,with a 
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MR. HICKMAN: group on the Peninsula of Burin,who want to build a home for 

senior citizens. They want to be absolutely certain that the home they 

build will be eminently suited for the,purpose intended. They want to 

take and avail of all the professional advice and co-operation that they 

can get from the alleged experts. They want to build something and follow 

the pattern that was followed by the group in Corner Brook. So the charitable 

organization has been incorporated. It has not the distinction, it is the 

second organization of its kind to be compietely and absolutely inter-faith. 

Ivery church is involved, Pentecostal, Salvation Army, United Church, 

Anglican and Roman Catholic. They are spear-heading the drive. 

So,after it was organized-there was a representation made to that grouP, 

by a clergyman or clergy, (I have forgotten which) in Fortune,that they 

have a look at a motel that was on the market. They asked me about it. 

My advice to them was;under no circumstances enter 0.into any sort of 

contract or binding agreement or even give the slightest indication that 

they were interested more than give a cursory examination,wit~out getting 

advice from the officials of this department,whose estimates we are now 

discussing. I found the officials most co-operative. 

So we had a meeting one might in Fortune.and there was a motion made by 

me,that we ask the Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation to arrange 

for aninspectionby the appropriate officials of Government of various 

departments. That area was visited by representatives from this department, 

from Health and from the Fire Commissioner's Office and the Department of 

Public Works. 

Now you have to bear in mind that there are certain people in the 

Town of Fortune who genuinely believe they are on the right tract. You know 

they had no experience before,in operating this kind of home,and . they were 

led by the Reverend Saunders. So,after the inspection, the inspection is 

made, I am not saying there is any obligation on these officials to consult 

with them when they go down, but they knew little, if anything, about the 

insrection, unti.l they get a very cursory report from the hon. the minister, 
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l-!R. HICKMAN: saying that the inspection had been carried out and that he 

strongly recommended ar,ainst it. 

Now most people in that committee would be prepared, I know I was,to 

accept the recommendations of the expert, hut the gentlernen,particularly 

in Fortune,felt that they were entitled to something more than that, that 

they were entitle to know the professional grounds upon which these opinions 

were based. Nothing to do with the suitability of the motel per sa, nothing 

at all to do with that, lt was not going to be made public knowledge. They 

wrote and asked him. Now I read to this House a part of that letter, (I do 

not know where it is now) from the hon. the minister to the xeverend gentleman 

in Fortune,who was acting in his capacity as Secretary of this Commission. 

Look it is incredible,the reply he got. The insinuation was that the department 

was not going to have any part of trying to unload what was an unprofitable 

institute unto this group. The Minister concluded his letter by saying; "! 

would strongly recommend that you read my speech•~o such and such an organization) 

~and there you will find the answers.• 

Well, riow1 is this the way to treat a volunteer organization that wan :s to 

d~ ~ood work in its area?' Is this the -minister of compassion and the minister 

with a heart? Here is an organization that wants to relieve Government of 

its administrative burdens in that particular field. The thing has been set 

back for several weeks as a result of it, It will get on the rails again. 

Fortunately, Central ~[ortgage and Housing Corporation are quite co-operative. 

I can foresee that before this year is over, if for no other reason,out of 

share determination and need,they are going to succeed, you know. But the 

impression that has been left with these gentlemen,who are all community leaders, 

is that . they are being treated with distain by the compassionate minister. 

Look,the Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation should be on his 

knees.going all over this Province trying to presuade volunteer groups, 

interfaith groups, service clubs and any other kind of groups to assist in 

building and administering these homes for the aged and infirm. We have heard 

it here in this House a dozen . times;that there is a desperate need throughout 

the Province for these homes. So there is a desperate need. 
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MR. HICKMAN: but we are not getting much more than lip 

service. You are not going to encourage the . cooperation 

of the peo!)le who are interested and prepared to do this 

work, if you are going to treat them in the manner that they 

have been treated. 

The attitude; let me sum u~ the attitude that was 

put in writing by· the secretary of this commission or what 

ever you would call it - corporation. He concluded, after 

a very bitter commentary on the way he had been treated, 

referring to the hon. minister he said; "sorry for the mood, 

but I guess I have taken just ·abcut all the fuddle-duddle 

and fal-dee-dee that I can." 

Now this is the minister of compassion. This is the 

minister with a heart. Our people,through no fault of their 

own,are not getting the assistance that allows them to keep 

body and soul together. The voluntary organizations that 

want to build homes for the aged and infirm are being insulted. 
I 

Then we reach the final situation,where no employee in that 

department can rest easy insofar as his department files are 

concerned. 

This Legislature passed an amendment,! understand, to 

the Elections Act or the Legislative Oisabilities Act, so 

many years ago. There was a great deal of controversy over 

it, but the principle was probably sound. It was designed to 

encourage and permit public servants to enter public life. I 

can see one or two in this Chamber now and there are other 

in this House who are not sitting in the Chamber at this time, 

who,because of that, I am sure, did not hesitate to serve 

their Province. 

Hopefully, in the .t?owels of ti:i,i~ ~-~ilding we have 

other public servants who too can make a ·contribution to 

this Province. But, is any public servant, particularly i 
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in the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation, 

is he going to give serious consideration to offering himself 

as a candidate in a Provincial election, if he knows that 

the first time he gets involved in an argument with his 

former minister, he is going to have the threat held over him 

of exposure of his personal file? No Mr. Chairman, this is 

not a compassionate minister, and this is what the Department 

of Social Services and Rehabilitation is all about, compassion. 

Not a sharp knife, not somebody who watches the 

balance sheet, yet I have always regarded this vote as an open 

vote. When you run into the unemployment rate that we have 

today, you cannot come back and say to these people who have 

been victimized by the planned fight against inflation, 

cannot come back and say to them; "sorry,! cannot help you 

because the Legislature did not vote me enough money to do it." 

The money has to be spent anyway, and it,has to be 

spent with compassion, not out of benevolence. There is 
• 

nothing benevolent about long-term or short-term assistance, 

lt is payments out of compassion. It is payments out of, the 

recognition that these people.through no fault of their own, 

find themselves unemployed, f!rid themselves unable to work. 

That is what we are looking for. That is the kind of leadership 

that this Province is looking for in this department. If there 

is one thing that is missing, it is compassion. 

To try an defend the - or vote against this motion on 

the grounds that we have a compassionate minister, there should 

be some better grounds than that.Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CROSBIE: Does the minister want to speak? 

MR. NEARY: I am easy to get along with. 

MR. CROSBIE: The Minister apparently does not wan·t to speak. 
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Now, Mr. Chainnan, to get my motion worded quite 

correctly, it is that the minister's salary be reduced 

from $11 thousand by $10,999.02 to the amount of ninety­

eight cents. That is the motion. 

Mr. Chairman, the minister has amply demonstrated 

today that he is not the !·-!inister of Welfare, he is mo;re 

the "Minister of Fear." This underhanded attempt to 

intimidate a member of this House,by stating that the 

minister has information in a file that is damaging to the 

member, is unheard of. I do not doubt that,if I had time 

to search Beauchesne there now, I would find that it is a 

libel on a member of this House and that the minister 

could be expelled for that charge without backing it up. 

The minister should resign his seat,if he does not 

back that charge up. He has given no evidence yet to back 

it up. The minister's behaviour has a pattern. 

MR. BARBOUR: Bring in the file. Bring the file in. 

MR. CROSBIE: Just a minute now. All right now. Do not 

worry about it. 

AN HON. MJ::MBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. CROSBIE: Have us all arrested,why do you not. 

Now Mr. Chainnan, the minister's behaviour has a 

pattern. The hon. member for St. John's East Extern, last 

fall (let us just trace this back) after the fire at the girls' 

home, was reported in the "Evening Telegram" of November 27, 

1970, to say this. "Mr. Thomas Hickey, P .C., St. John's East 

Extern, the Opposition critic on the operations of the 

Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation,has called 

for an independent commission ~f' enquiry, "some~ne without an 

axe to grind" to investigate. not only the girls' hone but all 

institutions." Mr. Hickey said, "If the Government had agreed 

to his request,some years ago, for a commission to investigate 
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the whole welfare situation, this incident would never have 

happened, because the inadequacies of the correction 

facilities would have been spotted." That is what the member 

called for last fall. 

What was the minister's reaction? The minister's 

reaction was that of a dodger, of an underhanded twister, 

who,instead of answering and giving the reasons for not having 

a public commission of enquiry, tried to insinuate, and 

attacked the hon. -member for St. John's East Extern, by implying 

that he had been fired by the Department of Welfare, a 

statement that is not true. The member read today, the very 

letters that disprove it. 
I 

What else did he do? When the "Evening Telegram" was 

critical of the minister - when the "Evening Telegram" carried 

stories, and here is a transcript. Here is a transcript of 

the hon. Steve Heary's remarks about the member for St. John's 

East Extern. This is what he said on C.J.O.N., after the 

meml,er called for an investigation. Here is what the minister 

said; ''Uhen the member for St. John's East Extern, as -you 

:rightly pQ~nted·out, was a welfare officer in my department, 

he apparently 'ah' would not I ah•· agree to this type of training, 

'ah' because, he made no effort at all to qualify himself for 

the job which he held as a welfare officer." That is a charge 

that the member was not qualified to be a welfare officer. 

"H~ybe, I do not know whether he had the opportunity to do so 

or not but he clid not do it. Eventually, because he could not 

cope with the job of welfare officer, he was asked to resign." 

This is a transcript of the remarks on C.J.O.N., T.V., of th£ 

minister. .: .,; . 

Because the metru)er for St. John's East r:xtern had asked 

for an enquiry, the minister tried this "cheap-Jack" tactic. 

What did the minister do when the "Evening •releg-ram" criticized 
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him for conditions? The "Evening Telegram" revealed in the 

press that,at the time of the fire in the girls' home, two 

of the girls were locked in cells in the·basernent. That 

drove the minister right off his head altogether. Instead 

of dealing with that charge clamly, what did the minister 

do? Ah! the minister did exactly what he attempted to do · 

to the member for St. John's East Extern. he attacked the 

"'l'elegram." 

Here is a-"Telegram" report, December 4, 1970. The 

minister had a press conference. He appealed to the 

Newfoundland press to clear up the "Telegram's" slanteq_ 

and ill-informed reporting. He said, "highly inflamatory 

misinformation had been fed to the public by the paper in 

the name of news." He accused the "Telegram's" Associate 

Editor, ~ick Collins, of organizing what? Listen to this. 

What? Listen to it: '' A Tory plot at the 'Telegram' in an 

attempt to get anyone associated with the Government or the 
I 

Liberal Party." This is all a piece. The minister, instead 

of answering the criticism of his policy in administration, 

attacks,in a McCarthyite, underhanded, slieveen manner, the 

person who revealed facts he did not want revealed. 

MR. CHAIRMAN (Noel): The hon. member should know that the 

use of Parliamentary language goes both ways in this Committee. 

MR. CROSLIU:: I will give due no~to the hon. Chairman's 

comments. 

What does the minister do? Jl.sked• how he knew t-lr. 

Collins was a Tory, the hon minister replied; uwe have ways 

of finding out who is associated with the P.C.Party. " "We 

have ways.·• We have our agents everywhere, the telephones 

are tapped, that was the implication. Ilow, to get the public's 

mind off what the real subject was to be discussed, the fire 

at the girls' home and the two girls locked in cells in the 
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ccllar,which the minister had denied, and whom Mr.McGrath 

had never heard of, the man who investigated, the minister 

attacked the "Evening Telegram;" "It is all a tory plot." 

!-1r. Wick Collin~, he says he knows is a tory. "We 

have ways of finding out." Then he attacked the paper 

.Their articles were filled with inaccuracies and the rest 

of it. He could not release the entire report of Mr. William 

T.ncGrath, because statements contained in it referred to 

the names of juveniles at the home. That is all of a piece. 

False, distortiont The names of the juveniles,Mr. Chairman, 

you just take a typewrite and go XXXXX. The name of the 

juvenile is gone. ivhere the report says, "so and so, the 

juvenile was present, you just "X" it out and his name is 

gone. That is no excuse for not making public the report. 

So, we see that the minister's behaviour is all of a 

pattern. It is all of a pattern. When the Opposition critic, 

the member for St. John's East Extern,called - the rnemb~r did 

not say anything about the minister. He did not slander the 

minister, he called for a public enquiry, that is all. The 

minister responded by this foul kind of insiduous McCarthyism. 

First; that he was not competent when he was a welfare 

officer, and goes on to say, "because he could not cope with the 

job of welfare officer,he was asked to resign." Today, when 

the member for St. John's East Extern reads to this Committee 

letters from departmental officials, regretting that he was 

resigning, telling him he is welcome to come back whenever 

he wanted to come back, a letter directed to be written by the 

Deputy Minister, does the minister of Social Services and 

Rehabilitation get up and withdraw that false remark that he 

has made - the insinuation that he has made against the member? 

No, he did not have the decency to do that. He has 

not done it yet. uecause this is the minister's response. 

,'lr. Chairman, to any criticism of his department of Govcr:1::112nt, 
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or of the Government as a whole. Do not answer the 

criticism, go on the attack with a red herring. Try to 

slate sombody's character. Try to slander someone. Divert 

the public's attention. Say that the member for St. John's 

East Extern was not comoetent as a welfare officer. Suggest 

that ne has a file in his department which has damaging 

information against him. Refuse to bring the file up into 

the House. It is all one piece. The minister is just emulating 
I 

the Leader of the-Government - the Head of the Government, who 

has done the same thing. 

Whenever there is criticism of the Government, the 

Leader of the Government aoes the same thing. He attacks some 

and he says they are full of hate. He gets off on a diversion. 

It is the same kind of pattern. 

The "Evening Telegram" had an editorial called II A 

Shocking Situation". What could be more shocking than the 

minister's conduct this afternoon than . the interruptions from the 

other side to goad the hon. member for St. John's East Extern, 

who was trying to defend his character and reputation? Then, 

when they had his temper boiled up enough so that he would not 

retract a statement, have him expelled from the House. What 

could be more comtemptible than that? 

The minister has 1,010 employees iv his department, the 

second biggest department of Government. Those 1,010 have a 

minister who is so lacking in scruples that they know.if they 

ever cross him, he will try to use something in the files of 

that department against them, because that is what he has done 

with the member for St. John's East Extern. Should this House 

vote a rninister,capable 'of that conduct, a salary of $11,000.00 

a year? Absolutely not. 

The mcm~er for Burin has dealt with the compassion and 

dealt with it well. There are 1,010 civil servants in the 
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Dcpart:ment of Social !-crvices and r.ehal:ilitation at the mercy of a 

minist er who has shown that he Yill not scruple to use any 1'.ind of 

insinuation against any of then, should they ever enter puhlic life or 

say anyth:i nr. about hirn or the C:overmnen t. 

The second largest departinent "t>f Government. 1,010 out 

of 7,100 employees, 
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the minister treated the "Evening Telegram" the same. He used the 

same tactics against them. He used the "Red Herring" and said that they 

were a Tory newspaper,which they are not. They are an independent 

newspaper. He tried to brand Mr. Collins a Tory because of his articles. 

He did not like it,when the "Evening Telegram" reporters found that 

there were two girls in cells when that fire broke out, so he had to 

establish a diversion. This is a pattern of deviousness, underhandedness, 

slyness, insidiousness, reckless, of wrong-doing.and how the minister 

treats reputations, desperate, hard-hearted, fork-tongued, sneaky 

and obnoxious in his conduct in this House,to top it all. It is not bad 

enough, lt is not bad enough that the minister. takes this attitude 

MR. NEARY: Does the hon. member •• ? 

MR. CROSBIE: In this very House here, Mr. Chairman, his conduct is 

obnoxious. 

MR. NEARY: I would take it that the hon. member does not like me. 

MR. CROSBIE: As far as ~he minister goes personally, I have always had 

a pleasant relationship with the minister. We are now discussing his 

conduct as minister of his department. That leaves a lot to be desi11ed. 

So, Kr.· CHairman, there is ample justification for this motion. 

Before sitting down I want to read this letter. It is a letter addressed 

to Kr. T, V. Hickey, Welfare Officer, Placentia, Placentia Bay. It i9 

written on February 15, 1961 and it is from the Department of Public Welfare, 

" F. A. Davis, District Supervisor. Dear Mr. Hickey: ·I cannot let the 

opportunity pass without making some reference to your quarterly report 

for the period ending December 31, 1960, a copy of which I received in this 

morning's !_Dail. 

This report, in my estimation, is the most comprehensive and lucid 

s~atement of conditions in a district that I have ever seen. You are to 

be complimented for the time, effort and research which you obviously put into 

it, II 

Now, Mr. Chairman, how does that compare with the minister's statement 
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Hr. Crosbie. 

on television that the member for St. John's East (Extern) made no 

effort to qualify himself for his job and could not cope with the job 

and was asked to resiRnl The next paragraph: 

"You are doing a great service to the people in your disttict 

by submitting to the department such a detailed picture of factual impressions 

on the social and economic conditions in your area. Your-.report indicates 

that you are very sincere and have the welfare of the people uppermost in 

your mind and are doing evervthing in your power to awaken their initiative 

and responsibility,which for many of your clients has evidentally been dormant 

for some considerable time. No doubt the deputy minister will pass this 

report along to the minister and it could end up before Cabinet. I hope 

it does as the problems,which emanate from_, should be known to the powers 

that be. In conclusion,! would like to say that if more Welfare dfficers 

were to submit objective reports such as yours, I feel that many of the 

problems confronting us would be eliminated entirely or reduced to such an 

extent that they would no longer beef major concern. 

Keep up the good work, Yours faithfully, 

Supervisor." 

F. A, Davis, District 

Is that a letter that a welfare 6fficer gets when he has not the type of 

training and has not made any effort to qualify himself for the job he held 

as a welfare office~? Is that the kind of letter that a welfare officer gets 

when he cannot cope with the job of welfare officer and is asked to resigni 

, Obviously the minister's statement to the public and on CJON last fall is 

completely incorrect - it is completely incorrect', to put· it mildly. It is 

~ complete frabrication to put it accurately. It is a complete tissue. I 

cannot use that word. It is a complete tissue of untruth, of nontruth, of 

absence of truth, of no comprehension of the truth, of no familiarity with the 

truth, of inability to distinguish the truth, of inability to repeat facts, of 

fiction - "f-i-c-t-i-o-n" - fiction, in his allegations against the member 

for St. John's East (Extern). 

The letter!!' read in this House a day earlier,by the member for St. John's 
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East (Ex,terrt) and this one, plus everything else that we have heard today, 

show aetually lir. Chairman why this 1119tion should be carried and the 

111inlster's salary reduced to $.98. 

On 1110tion tha·t the committee rise, report progress, Mr. Speaker 

.returned to the Chair, 

MR. NOE],. Mr. Speaker the Commit.tee of the Whole on Supply have considered 

the matter to them referred and have directed me to report progrees and 

ask leave to sit again, presently. 

On motion report rec~i,ved and adopted. 

It now beinrz 6:00 P.M •• I do leave the Chair until 8:00 'P.M. 
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The House resumed at 8:00 P.M. 
CO'M¥ITTEE OF SUPPLY 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order! Heading lX - Social Services and Rehabilitation. Shall 

Item 1101-01 carry? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to take up any more time in this hon. 

House with refuting some of the nonsense that was spielled off here this 

afternoon. We have seen enough time wasted by speakers on the other side of 

the House who are more interested.in headline hunting than in communicating. 

But, I do feel, Mr. Chairman-

AN HON. MfilIBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I suppose it is all right fn a member to speak is 

it? Are we having closure in the House? 

MR. MURPh'Y: The hon. member is not suppose to debate. 

MR. NEARY: There is no debate. 

MR. CHAIRJ-iA..~: There is a motion before the Chair. 

MR. NEARY: If I may continue, Mr. Chairman, I do feel that in all justice to 

all those fine loyal public servants who staff the Department of Social Services 

and Rehabilitation, I should clePr up a few points that might reflect on . 
individuals who are both personally and professionally as competent as any to 

be found anywhere in either the private or public sector in this Province. 

The first point I want to deal with, Mr. Chairman, is the matter raised 

by the member for St. John's East Extern, when he referred again in this 

hon. House to the case of a foster mother who was turned down on her application 

to adopt a child which had been temporarily placed with her. M,lly I point 

out to the Committee that in such matters the Director of Child Welfare must 

be guided by the highly trained members of his staff as well as the faculty 

of the Department of Social Work at Memorial University. 

The particular case that was publized here again this afternoon, Mr. 

Chairman, has been settled satisfactorily in the best interest of the child, 

which has been placed with a splendid adopted mother and father, who in the 

opinion of the Director of Child Welfare and the officials will be able to 

lavish true parental love on this youngster and provide bet with all the 
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MR. NEARY: advantages of a fine home and the attention of parents who have 

n normal a~e differential with the child, I hope, Hr. Chairman, that this 

little innocence child will not be made a topic of.~ political footbal~, 

and that we can consider the matter closed. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to deal with a matter that was raised by 

the hon, member for Burin,when he referred to the Burin Peninsula's Senior 

Citizens Home. Let me point out to the co11U11ittee, ?fr. Chainnan, that the 

Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation has not turned down the 

idea of a local or a locally run Senior Citizens Home on the Burin Peninsula. 

We did, Mr. Chairman, on the advice of the Provincial Fire Harshal • officials 

of the Department of Public Works and the Department of Health and the. 

appropriate officials of my own department,refused to recommend to the 

interfaith group interested in establishing a home on the Burin Peninsula, 

the purchase of a most unsuitable building,which is presently operated as 

a motel. I may point out, Mr. Chairman, that ,although it would not make 

sense for us to recommend the purchase of this building, since such purchase 

w~uld directly involve large amounts of public funds, this does not preclude 

the interfaith group on the Burin Peninsula from arranging construction of 

a building,custom built, specifically built for a Senior Citizens Home. 

•tay I also point out, Sir, that when the people of Corner Brook first 

thought aboul a Senior Citizens Home(and my hon, friend mentioned this 

aftemoon that the interfaith group on the Burin Peninsula was the second to 

be organized in the Province, the first being on the West Coast in Corner 

Brookl when they thought about organizing a Senior Citizens Home at least 

two existing premises were suggested by the interfaith group in Corner Brook, 

which were being operated as motels and were rejected. So today, Hr. Chairman, 

the interfaith social welfare council of Corner Brook is proceeding very 

happily with the construction of a fine new 102 bed modern building,which is 

custom tailored to the needs of its praspecti;:ye elderly reside~ts 

The same hon. gentleman this afternoon, Mr. Chairman, raised the matter 

ar,ain of the recovery of overpayment. Now, Sir, I would suggest to this 

committee that the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation is duty 

hound to recover public monies, especially ,![r. Chairman, where there is 
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HR. ~,F.ARY: evidence of fraud. Now whether recovery after twelve years is 

permissible is a matter that could only be settled by the courts. Perhaps 

the hon. member may have some grounds on which to base a case on British 

Common Law, when debts are collected that have been outstanding for longer 

than a seven year period. Hy own feeling, Sir, that if the hon. member feels 

that he has a case that I think that he should take the necessary action under 

the law to prove his case, to his own satisfaction, and, perhaps, the results 

of that could be•used as guidelines for my department in the future. Other 

wise, Mr. Chairman, we will just have to continue on the way we are going. 

Finally, Sir, all the members that spoke in the debate this afternoon 

referred to the file of the history of the employment of the hon. the member 

for St. John's East Extern. May I assure this House, Sir, that I have no 

intention now nor did I ever have any intention of making public the employment 

record in the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation of any present 

member of this House. My off hand remark this afternoon, Sir, was taken in 

the ~,rong light, as it was intended only as a gentle reminder to the hon. 

member that he was in my opinion rambling on in a speech that had already 

lasted too long. 

So with these few explanations, Mr. Chairman, I hope that the hon. 

members will reconsider reducing the minister's vote to ninety-eight cents 

because, as Acting Minister of Labour, this is below the minimum wage. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, it is interesting to see that the hon. minister 

regards this motion with some lightness of spirit. We do not on this side of 

the House regard the motion that the minister's salary be reduced to ninety­

eight cents with any spirit of levity whatsoever. 

The minister said that . what was said this afternoon was time wasted, 

and was headline bunting. When the ocassion comes to this House, Mr. Chairman, 

that the reputation and character of a member of the House and its defence 

is headline hunting or time wasted,that is the time for this House to be 

abolished and done away with. There is nothing that more concerns this House 

than the character and reputation of members of the House. 

The hon. me~ber has made a false charge against the member for St. John's 

East Extern. I read the charge this afternoon and I will read it again. 
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MR. CROSBIE: On radio station CJON last fall and on the news media. 

MR. CIIAIRH~N: Order, please. I do not think it is really in order for 

the hon. the member for St. John's West to repeat the arguments :that he 

put forward this afternoon, 

MR. CROSBlE: I am not going to repeat the arguments I made this afternoon, 

Mr. Chairman, I am going to restate them,that the minister has made a charge 

against the member for St. John's East Extern that that member,who was a 

former civil servant. coald not cope with a job of welfare officer and was 

asked to resign. The minister has not brought before this House any proof 

or evidence at all, not one iota of evidence to back that charge. 

On the other hand,the member for St. John's East Extern has produced 

documentary proof that this is not true. The charge is totally false. He 

has produced letters from the Department of Welfare that congratulated him 

when he left1 saying that he would be welcome back any time he choose to 

come. He has produced other letters,one of which I read this afternoon, 

that his quarterly report for 1960 was a model, was going to be given to 

other welfare officers to go by, would be referred to his Hinister and :~ight 

.:c considered by the Cabinet. 

charge. 

All of that ab~olutely refuted the minister's . . 

Now, Hr.Chairman, it is a well known parliamentary custom that if one 

member of the House makes a charge against another and is unable to back that 

charge up or to produce evidence,that if he will not withdraw the charge he 

should resign from the House. 

HR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. CROSBIE: The hon. the minister, I am paying no attention whatsoever to 

the hon. the minister. He may call me what he likes, I would not digni{y 

him by replying. The point is that the minister has neither withdrawn this 

false statement about the member for St. John's East Extern, he has not 

apologized for the statement,he had not backed the statement up, It is 

a false statement. There is only one decent thine the minister can do,that 

is either withdraw what he said about the member for St. John's tast Extern or 
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HR, CROSBIE: back up the charge - three choices, back up the charge or 

(3) resign from the House. 

HR. NF.ARY: You cannot beat a down-throdden Tory. 

HR. CROSBU:: Now which is the minister going to do? He has not withdrawn 

the charge. He just had his chance. What did he do when he stood up to 

speak:• He said the time was wasted this afternoon, it was headline hunting. 

He has not done that. He has not put up or shut up. Ile tells the House 

tonight, Mr. Chairman, that he is not going to make public the file of the 

member for St. John's East Extern, he does not need to. He has tried to 

imply to the people of Newfoundland that the member for St. John's East 

Extern was put out of the Government's service because he was incompetent. 

No wonder he does not want to produce the file, because the file contains 

nothing damaging to the member for St. John's East Extern. Be tries to 

act tonight as though this wes a very honourable thing to do, that he did 

not say he was going to make public this file, Still pretending that the 

member for St. John's East Extern is incompetent or did something wrong when 

he was in Government service. This is McCarthyism of the utterist, r~nkist 

type. The Minister has h!s chance tonight and he has his chance now,before 

this motion is voted on,to get up like a man and say_that his statement about 

the member for St. John's East Extern was wrong; he withdraws it and apologies 

{and,if he does that, we will consider whether or not we will continue with 

our motion that his salary be reduced1or bring forward evidence for his charges 

and;if he does neither,well then resign from the House, because that is the 

only honourable course for the minister to take. The minister will do neither 

of these, then we will know how to act with respect to the minister. 

There is no time wasted in this. 

The minister has 1010 employees and they are all goinr, to be subject to 

this kind of treatment,until the minister resigns, if they buck the minister 

at all. The minister knows that this is unparliamentary, that it is not 

honourable, that it is disgraceful conduct of the minister to try to take 

the heat off of himself. When his department was being criticized, he ~ade 

these baseless charges against the member for St. John's East EKt.ern and 
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MR. tROSBIF.: against other press media, as I repeated this afternoon. 

So our position is clear, Mr. Chairman, we are not wishing to drag this 

debate on. I am just reiterating tonight,so the minister will be clear 

on our position, that our position is very clear. Very clear. What we 

are talking about is reputations, character. It does not matter whether 

Tory characters or Liberal characters or N.D.P. characters, we are talking 

about character and reputation,that one member of this House had his character 

and reputation taken last fall and the minister has not yet withdrawn a 

false accusation. 

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

Mlt. CROSBIE: The hon. member speaks with a for~ed tongue. We all know ttat 

we can sue for slander. I have been slande~ed personally myself by the 

head of the Government,dozens of times,on radio and newspaper and the rest · 

of it. The hon. the Premier knows full well that political liable suits 

and slander suits are always a risk,that you have to have a jury. 'that on 

the jury there can be one person who is biased politically, so you never get 

a verdict. Well that is no defense 1the fact that the minister can be st~ed 

for slander. That has n~thing to do with it. Why should the member for 

St. John's East Extern have to sue the minister for slander and take a 

chance on a jury, when the accusation is completely false and the minister 

cannot back it up. He does not need to do that. It is the court of public 

opinion, Mr. Chairman, that the member for St. John's East Extern and myself 

and other members in this llouse,who have been slandered, will refer to, 

not the courts of the land. We cannot be sure of getting justice there. 

But I think the decent instincts of the Newfoundland people will see that 

justice is done to the member of St. John's East Extern and myself and others 

who have been slandered and vilified on the public airways of this Province, 

for month after month, after month, Lecause we have the temerity, the audacity 

to critize the Government or what the Government does. 

Now that is what the member for St. John's East Extern did last fall 

and the minister,in an atte~pt to divert the public's attention.claimed that 

he was an incompetent. t.>ho had been fiied from his department, -Phen as we 

heard the member say t~day ,he left tor.et a hi~her pnyinr. job with 

Imperial Oil,and produce 1 these letters. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Now, Hr. Chairman, the minister will either show that he has 

got some little bit of decency in him or he will not. If he will not produce 

his evidence to back his charges. if he will not resign, then we will treat 

him, Mr. Chairman, with the contempt that he deserves to be treated. 

MR. CHAIIU!AN: The Amendment before the C011DDittee is that the vote be reduced 

to ninetv-ei2ht cents. 

MR. CROSBIE: The vote 1 Mr. Chairman, be reduced by $10,999.02, so that 

the minister's salary is left at ninety-eight cents. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: By $10,999."2 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, we will vote on that. I have a note from the 

member for St. John's East Extem,who asks a question. "Why does not the 

minister take him to court for calling him a lier outside of the House, as 

he did this evening?" The minister can take the member for St. John's East 

Extern to court, he has called him a lier outside the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think that all members are aware that a great deal of what 

has been said here today is really out of order, because the only matters 

that can be raised with questions of privilege or that nature.in this House, 

are things that are said •about a membP-r in his conduct as a member of t~:E" 

House. What members say about each other outside of the House is really 

not the business of the House, not,according to the hook. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, the inference today,by the hon. minister,that he 

had a file on the hon. the member for St. John's East F.xtern, I think,who 

was employed-

~ 

HR. CHAIR.'iAN: Now then the motion is that the vote be reduced by the amount 

of $10,999.02. 

Motion is lost. 

On Motion Item Xl - Social Services and Rehabilitation all items of 

expenditure carried without amendments. 

MR. NF.ARY: Hr. Chairman, before you carry the total,I want to point out to 

the Committee that there are three votes in here for the Education of Blind 

Children. There is a grant to the Halifax School for the Blind~ Transportation 
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MR. tTF.ARY: of Blind Children and Educ.ation of Blind Children. 

1-fR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chaiman, we are passed that estimate. On a point of order! 

!m. Cl!t'RUfAN: Order, please! What is the point of order? 

MR. CROSIIE: The point of order is that we are down on Salary Adjustments, 

it has nothing to do with the blind at all. That item is passed in the 

estimates. 

MR. !ff.ARY: I just want to iJtdicate ·to the Committee, Mr. Chairman, 

MR. CROSBIE: . It is passed. 

MR. NEARY: that we intended to transfer these votes to the Department of 

E.ducation. 
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they were inadvertently included in my estimates, so, later we ~ay have 

to transfer this over to the Department of Education. We may do it when 

Page 1. 

the House closes, I also want to thank the members of the Committee 

for their excellent co-operation in expediting the estimates of the 

l'epartment of Social Services & Rehabilitation 1Mr. Chairman. This 

certainly is an indication that they have great faith in the Department, 

l'hey did not ask any questions, I was tempted to ask my collea~ue~the 

Minister of Community and Soci~l Development,to ask a question. So, I 

am very pleased with the·way the committee handled the estimates,Mr. 

· Chairtnan, I want to thank them on both sides of the House for thei~ 

co-operation. 

MR.Ml'RPHY: Mr. Chairman, I would move that · the total be reduced by 

$10,999,02. The Hon. minister took it upon himself to than~ us for 

letting his estimates sLip through, but I think the hon. member for St. 

John's West hasglaced most emphatically before this House, before this 

Conunittee,our feelings on the attitude of the hon. minister in this House. 

Sc he chose,Sir, becausl! of his conduct, which to us was c0111pletely 

unparliamentary. He still has, in my opinion, (in my opinion this committee 

should have taken notice of it) implied in his remarks today that there was 

something against the hon. member for St, ~ohn~s East Extern,that he did 

not see fit to take back thjs remark, Treated that way, Sir, we looked 

at the fact that,as far as we are concernedJin our opinion, the hon. 

gentleman is not fit to be a minister of the Crown. We chose to ignore 

him completely -

"'R.NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I ask the hon. Leader of the Opposition to 

retract that statement. Retract it Mr. Chairman. 

m.cRAIRMAN: Order please! What is the point of order? 

MR.NEARY: The point of order is; the Leader of the Opposition said " that 
I 

the hon. minister is not fit to be a ' minister of the Crown, I demand Mr. 

Chairman thnt he retr;tct it. 

MR,CROSBIF.: Hear! Hear! Never! Not fit to be a mem~er. 

~fR " NEARY: Keef' quiet, mutton jaws. 
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HR. "'4URPHY: There is the culture coming out. 

'4R,Nf.ARY: "'4r. Chairman, is that statement in order,that the hon. Leader 

of the Oprosition made? 

MR.CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, the hon, minister is not fit to be in the 

Chamber, not fit to be in this Chamber, now is that in order, not fit to 

be in the Chamber with decent men7 

MR.NEARY: No because I am not a millionaire, I do not :,:ur with the cocktai.l 

set -

HR.CROSBIE: You are a political assassin, you are a character assassin -

Ml!.,CHJ\IRMJ\N: Order please! One sometimes wonder,; who is raising the points 

of order and who wants orders maintained. 

'4R,BARBOUR: Mr. Chairman, I have a district to lQok after. I am getting 

sick and tired of sitting i.n this hon, Rouse hearing so much belly;,ash. 

MR.CROSBIE: Go down in your district • 
.. .. . 

!-'R.,BARBOUR: I p,o in my district very, very often. Perhaps more than some 

hon. members do. 

HR,CUAIRMAN: Order ple11se! The hon. Leader of the Opposition di.d not say 

or did not qualify why he thourht the hon. minister was not fitt It could be 

for any one of a variety of reasons, his physical health or something 

of that nature, I cannot order him, if it is not withdrawn. 

MR.~RPllY: Mr. Chairman, I will carry on,Sir, with my few rer.tarks.~hey 

are going to be very short because, as I say,we are just treatin~ this 

minister's departmen~not the department itself but the minister,with the 

contempt that he deserves. Because,as I said earlie~ in our op1nion the 

Minister,in view of his _conduct towards another member of this House and 

making charges that he has not substantiated,in our opinion should resign 

from the position he c,ccupies, Should resign because after all - ·'fuddle­

duddle,' there is the kind of stuff you get from the hon. minister. That is 

brilliant. Because.Hr. Chairman, we maintain at this moment,as we have 

maintained ri~ht throur-h this session. that the conduct of certain rnemhers 

of this llc,use is flmdng over the whole ~rou:r. The a:rpearance that this 

House pro.1ects to the puhlic at larJ?e is that it is just one _1o1.nt service. 
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So, I will say, Sir, that in our opinion and as far as we are concerned: we 

will no longer represent the member for Bell Island as being a minister 

of the Crown. We will not recognize him. 

Amendment is that the total be · reduced by the amount of $10,999.02. those 

in favour say "aye" contrary "nay". Amendment lost. 

Heading 20: Co_!IUDunity and Social Development: 

Shall 20-01-01 carry? 

MR.W.ROWE: I hope,Your Honour,that the hon.members opposite 

have not built up too big a head of steam as a result of their last half 

hour or so of silence, that they do not take it out on innocent parties 

to the particular dispute. I might say, Sir, that last year,in introducing 

the first itemJintroducing my estimates into the House1 I gave a ten or 

fifteen minute report on the general activities of the Department of 

Cmmiunity and Social Development in which I tried to anticipate every 

question that mi~ht be asked, Having done so, sat down,only to be confronted, 

as the estimates were gone through with, to be confronted with the same 

questions over again. So, for that reason I do not intend to give any 

general statement whatsoever. I will be more than happy,however,to 

answer any questions raised,by any hon. member of the House,affecting the 

estimates of the Department of Community and Social Development. 

MR.HICKMAN: G£!!.~L.A.dministr11tioq: This vote~Mr. Chairman, this 

department embraces a fair amount of activity.as I understand it. Under 

Community and Social Development we find resettlement. Under Community 

and Social Development we find tbtmnunity, Amenities, Infrastructure and 

Incentive, I believe under that same department, under the heading of 

Rural Devclopment,will come the Development Councils. Now, Mr. Chairman 

the Developmer.t Councils in this Province are something that ~rew throu~h their 

own initiative. Indeed, from the beginning there was not that much assist­

ance from Government,when they first started. But they are now a fact 

of life in this Province, they have become a very strong fact of life, 

Government nm-· at lonr, last.have to sit up and take notice. 
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Mr. Chairman, if this department is going to succeed in its 

anxiety or othen•ise to promote regional development authority, then~in 

my opinion.there has to he not only some consultation, some public 

ex"ressions of good-w:f.11 towards the associations and development councils. 

hut they must be brought in on the original planning, T.hey are entitled 

to know what is going on before any firm policy decision is".1118.de with 

respect to their area. Otherwise,there is no point in having it. 

Mr. Chairman, while we have had heard many great annonncements 

about comnunity development, regional development councils, so far the 

record has not been an encouraging one,from the point of view of these 

councils. We have several in the Province, one of which we have is on 

Fogo Island. I believe that the Fogo Island nevelopment Council has 

probably been the most successful of any council in this Province. 

MR.ROWE: Eastport Peninsula has one too. 

MR.HICKMAN: The Eastport Peninsula one has been good too. Fogo Island 

revelopment Council was founded and started I think by the Extension 

!tepartment of the Memorial University. They worked in very close cooperation 

since then. I am convinced that six years ago . or even five years ago, 

Fogo Island was on its way out. They were on their last legs. They 

decided to pull themselves up by their own bootstraps. They came up with 

workable plans to make their area a viable one. They forced those in 

authority to listen to them. Well, Mr. Chairman, that listening has only 

gone half-way. Recently, there was a meeting on Fogo Island. It was a 

mini.conference which I understand was promoted by the Fogo Island Develop­

ment C011111ittee. That Committee invited the Head of the Governemnt, the 

Minister of Economic Development,may be others,to come to Fogo Island to 

hear them as they unfolded a mini-package for the development of their 

area. They were not particularly pleased with the outcome of that meeting, 

because the meeting was not condu~ted the way the Development Councils had 

in fact thon~ht the meeting would be conducted. It was not the Government 

coming to the area to hear what the Development Councils had on their mind. 

It wns r.overnment cominp; to unfold to them what they wanted to do. Let me 
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hav~ their priorities in the right place. They want jobs first_ oerrnanent 

johs first. All they got was a promise to study the feasibility of it. 

How do we expect nevelopment Councils in this Province to serve 

the pnrpose and to serve the purpose that was outlined at the Conference 

down in the Arts and Culture Centre, if we are going to treat them with 

disdain and not listen to what they have to say and not act upon it~ 

To give you an idea, ~r. Chaiman, on the question of priorities 

and for the community develop~ent of Fogo Island, which is typical-of 

many areas in this Province, let ~e read another accout of this aeeting 

which relates directly to the development, the cor.,munity and social 

development of the Town of Fogo: 

It was March 10, 1971,in Fogo. When you hear this,Mr. 

Chairman, you will probably think it was 1771 I was reading, March 10, 1971, 

in Fogo. "Children packed snowballs in their little hands and threw them 

into the blazing inferno of Garland tole's store. Young men shovelled 

snow through broken windows, buckets of water were carried from the 

com111uni ty pump and thrown vainly ove1: the crumbling building. Bulldoztrs 

pushed snow around, but the fire was in command of the situation and most 

people just stood solemnly and watched ~ There was no water system to fight 

fires. Hovering,above,in a streamlined helicopter and watching the fire, 

was Premier Joseph R. Smallwood, Leader of the Liberal Party in Newfound­

land and head of the present Provincial Government. IN a few minutes 

he was going to land on Fogo Island to announce that he intend to build an 

airstrip and deposit 200,000 tons of rock on our road. He made no plans 

to mention that Por,o had been dropped from the list of those communities 

which were to receive water and sewer systems. There on the top was the 

announcement of July,1970,for water and sewer systems~eventeen million in 

fifty-two __ Newfoundland communities, Municipality Fogo Project,Water and 

Sewer System, dropped, gone now. The insert above is taken from the 

Newfoundland Government Bulletin of July 1 1970. The Government saw fit 

then to bless one of its olde,-t communities with the means of sanitation 

and safety. llut the blessings went dry at the Newfoundland and Labrador 
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nevclopment Conference. Fogo must fight fires with snowballs until another 
,. 

election. Wake up 1you people of Foro,and throw out a Government which 

:Insults you so: u 

That is what the Regional Development Conference, that is the 

' 'Fogo Island Profile' · , written by the Rev. I. Jesperson, a United, Church 

Clerp.yman on Fogo Island, who has become a real community leader.who is 

very actively involved in the Fogo Island Development Association. 

AN.HON.MEMBER: Two djfferent accounts by the same person? 

MR.HICKJ.iAN: Two different accounts by the same person. One man wrote 

both. That is Fogo Island. They set the priority. They know "1-•ha t they 

want, permanent jobs. But they are told you are going to have crushed stone 

first. You are going to have an airstrip before you have jobs. Is that 

the kind of leadership that we expect from the Department of Community and 

Social Development. 

Now Mr. Chairman, there is another development association,formed 

eut of desperation. That is the development association of the greater 

l.Rmaline Area. Quite wecently the Chairman of that Development Association 

made public and released to the press copies of minutes of the meetin~s of 

the Association and the difficulties they have been having in trying to 

catch the cooperation and the ear of the Depart~ent of Social and Com~unity 

Development. They first started off with the then Deputy-~inister, did 

not get very far. They spent a great deal of work trying to work out a 

plan to enable them to continue living in the Lamaline Area. They do not 

want to resettle. But,slowly but surely, they are being faced withi or 

they were up until a few months ago, no other alternative but to mnve out. 

It is quite true and I have no doubt that before the estimates are over 

the hon. minister 1o.•ill stand up and say; •~obody in Newfoundland has to 

resettle if he does not want to. No need for anyone to resettle. We do 

not r,o in with a gun and say you must move:• That is true. But there i.s 

another way More effective, far rnore insidious, that is the r:radual 

withdrawal of ~overnment services, of public ser.vices,until the people in 

4025 



May 18, 1971. Tape 687. Nip.ht Session. ?age 9. 

a particular community have no choice but to resettle. One of the best 

examples that I know of is the Lamaline Area. It does· not make sense 

economically. It does not make sense socialogically. It has nothin~ to 

do with the school facilities because if they could get a half-decent road 

between Fortune and La~aline, where many of them work, they would be 

perfectly happy to remain as a dormitory town for the industry in that 

area. 

So, why go to all the expense of suddenly removing three or 

four hundred families or allowing them or aiding and-abetting them in 

removing by one means or another? Then throwing it unto the shoulders 

of another municipality,the responsibility of providing municipal services, 

when ~hat they want in that patticular area is simply assistance from 

Community and Social Development and the right of easy communication. 

They called a p,reat conference. They have decided to follow the experiment 

of Fogo Island. They enlisted the support of the Department of Extension 

at ~emorial University, there was a good conference held, participated :n 

orimarily by the people of the area and representatives from various 

departments of Govemment. One of the leading representatives of the 
and 

Department of Social/Cormnunity Development was a gentleman na~ed Landry. 

who has recently been appointed to that department. I can say,without 

any hesitancy,that Mr. Landry impressed -
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1-IR. HICKMAN: the people at that Conference. He impressed the people 

with his obvious experience in Community and Social Development work. 

He impressed them with his ability to speak frankly and to give them 

facts and nothing else. 

He· left there with the best intention in the world, and he 

said;you do certain planning and1when you get that planning completed, 

I will come back and it will be initiated. 

One of the plans, because of the tradition and historic industry 

in that area,of sheep farming and farming generally, this is what the 

Development Conference,in consultation with Mr. Laundry hit upon. But 

months have gone by, this was last September. Mr. Laundry came back and 

he put his finger, and there is a transcript, a complete transcript of 

his address at the second meeting. I think he put his finger right on the 

problem and the concern.that is not just Lamaline, that you find in so many 

places in Newfoundland. 

He said: "I have been so imp~assed by the anguish of you people, 

over the question of resebtlement, th4t I decided to cQllle back to this 

area when I had something to present to you. This was my first contact 

with rural Newfoundland. I saw many similarities in the way of life and 

the way of thinking with that found in rural Quebec. Therefore.something 

which was good for rural Quebec, adapted to certain circumstances.might 

be good for rural Lamaline and rural Newfoundland in general." 

Then he went on, he said "tonight I will ellaborate on the needs 

of people of Lamaline and lay before them certain key developments]' 

he told them the planning and what they had to do. 

"There are many ways to plan," he went on to say, "it may be done 

in an authorative or a democratic way when," and this Mc.. Chairman is the 

key to development conferences and associations. This is where we are 

in trouble because it is not being done. Now this is what is being done. 

When the Government does the planning from the top without 

takin~ due advice from people, the result is failure due to lack of 

participation. The re:sult of this is either active or passive resistance 
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~m. HI~~; and to avoid this sociologists are changing to participation. 

Any such planners must start at the needs of the people then submit to 

Government what should be done. Globally this is the process and the planning 

was done. the programmes were indicated, Mr. Laundry showed them and the 

Extension Department of Memorial indicated to the people that there was 

a great future in the area for sheep farming. There was talk of sending 

a couple of people from the area to Iceland 1 to bring someone in from 

Iceland to assis~and a great deal of participation. 

The people of the greater Lamaline area were asked if they 

would work on the priorities and decide what they wanted. They came up 

with a set of priorities .- number one, they do not want to resettle. 

Number two, they want to remain a dormitory town for the industrial areas 

of Fortune and Grand Bank and St. Lawrence. Number three, they want 

the road paved to that area, so that they can get back and forth ana to 

save all the costs of re-establishing the community or communities of that 

size. Number four - they said they wanted to make certain.they had done 

the preliminary work and made the preJ.iminary studies and had come to the 

conclusion that sheep farming and sheep raising in the area, with all that 

it implies,was feasible. They heard nothing else from Government, nothing 

until March 1, 1971. ~hey had a short letter from the Minister of Mines, 

Agriculture and Resources saying;"during the coming season we will be 

developing a community pasture in the Lamaline area. We also plan to 

initiate some work on establishing a winter forage programme in the same 

general area. Work will commence on this as soon as weather permits this 

spring." Then this prompted an official statement by the Association. They 

were not very happy with this. They made it to the Premier, their position 

known, they said; "the enclosed repor~, (this is March 10th.) deals with 

the activities of the greater Lamaline Area Development Association since 

its inception last March. We are submitting this to you for your information 

and consideration, It is readily appa_rent from the report that we have 
' ' ' experienced great difficulties in obtaining any reaction from Government much 
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~m. HICKMAN: less a committment regarding development, Today, just as 

we were about to mail the report to you, we received a letter from the 

hon, William Callahan, Minister of Mines, Agriculture and Resources, of 

which a copy is enclosed. 

b We are aware that a community pasture is a necessary first step 

in our sheep raising development, however,as no previous contact was made 

with this Association, we feel that in actual fact it .may be only 

incidental rather than part of our development plan. We feel justified 

in stating that,having put •so much time and effort into our plan and 

having so many interested people involved, we deserve to be included in 

the plans, if any, for this area. 

'' A copy of this report is sent to the media. Yours sincerely, 

Patrick J. Hann~" 

Now Mr. Chairman, I use the,se two Development Associations 

simply as an example ~f what not to do if you are trying to get Community 

and Social Development working in this Province , There is no point · in 

going into an area at the ~equest of an Association, Remember in this 

case there was more prodding and prodding and prodding an~ finally,in 

desperation
1
Memorial was asked to organize it, which it did , 

Then asking the people to make plans for the development of 

their area, fhen break contact with them and then unilaterally ,·sent them 

a letter saying;"we are now going to put a co111D1unity pasture there." 

That is not how you are going to get co-operation. That is not 

what development associations are all about. It is no more effective, it 

is no more realistic, it .- is no more in keeping with the design and concept 

of community and social development than it is to be invited down to Fogo 

Island to listen to their development plans but,instead,tell them what is 

going to be done and ignore their priority, 

If we could only impress upon this Committee and upon the Minister 

of Community and Social Development that the initiative not only must come 

from the bottom but that once the people are prepared to do this work that 

they are entitled to be involved in all the planning and the decision and 

they should not be placed in the position where they receive unilateral 

decisions. 4029 
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MR. HICKMAN: Now Mr. Chairman, resettlement also comes under the Minister 

of Community and Social Development, I made brief mention,the other day in 

another debate,of a situation which arose and told,on the south coast of 

this Province,in the District of Hermitage. 

The gentleman who wrote me the letter told me I could use his 

name if I wanted to. I will1 if the Committee insists, In any event, 

he set forth a set of facts which,in my opinion, point out very clearly 

the lack of planning and the lack of consideration insofar as resettlement 

is concerned. This gentleman now lives in Fortune. He starts off by 

saying;"For some time I intended writing you on the subject concerning 

resettlement -where I, among others,paid a certain sacrifice to move to 

better facilities for our children as well as ourselves;for a brighter 

future." 

MR. CURTIS: ls the hon. member going to table it? 

MR. HICKMAN: I am quite prepared to table it. I have the authorization 

and the approval of the author to tablr. it. 

MR. CURTIS:Inaudible. 

MR. HICKMAN: How can I read it if I table it first? 

"I am glad to say we have all been successful so far, who moved 

here to FortuneJbut there are things happening which~r~beginning to seem 

Many of our people in the past year, but I will try to explain as best I 

can and I am sure you will see our point. 

" We left Parsons Harbour, Recontre West, Pushthrough, three 

settlements. leaving only sixteen houses open at Parsons Harbour,for the 

three places. We could not get a coastal boat, no electricity, no bait 

unit, no doctor, worst of all no teacher. Parsons Harbour had been the 

worst isolated community. There are sixteen homes open now,at present, 

some containing one person, the overall people number sixty." 

Now listen to this,"this is after Recentre is gone and Pushthrough 

is gone and Parsons Harbour is reduced to sixty people, Now they gave them 

the coastal service, going to give them electricity, also a bait unit, why now?" 
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MR. HICKMAN: I say that is a pretty reasonable question for any person to 

ask. ''The fishermen there at present are nine where before there were around 

thirty or thirty-five. The children going to school in 1967 numbered 

thirty-eight and now at present thirteen and are being taught- by a man 

who failed grade eight. One fellow married and living in one of the homes 

that _ was left by people who moved out. 

''Why did we not get some of these privileges, such as the coastal 

boat? They would not even come after our sick people. Was it because we 

who moved were the only taxpayers? Was it because we were the self­

supporting people? Do the Government know that one-half of these sixty . 

people of this settlement are living on Government support,one way or another, 

leaving nine fishermen to fish and they are handing down to them the things 

we fought and asked for all through Confederation. 

"Tell whoever is in au~hority over this, that we were all ready and 

eager to go back,if they want us to,.because we feel sure that they think 

thtsy have made a grave mistake,· somewhere along the line. in order to act 

now to what people wanted 'all along,all had to leave. Who was responsible 

for this? This is true,because we get mail which we do not wish to get 

from the people reminding us of our mistake in moving. 

''1 sincerely wish you would reword any of this in order to make 

it speakable and bring it to the minds of those who call themselves leaders. 

I would not want my name used unless necessary but~if you have to, do not 

hesitate." 

Now here is a situation that brings to light the;statement that 

I referred to last year from a school teacher in Lamaline,that she made over 

a CBC programme, and she was again referring to the attitude that is being 

adopted by Government in the question of resettlement. 

You have Parsons Harbour, Recontre West, and Pushthrough seeking 

these public services, a bait holding unit, electricity, better medical 

service, the coastal boat to call'there,and they did not get it. So 
I 

eventually 1they resettled, all except sixteen families. Now that they have 

4031 



May 18, 1971 (laght) Tape No. 688 NC - 6 

MR. HICKMAN: resettled, these very services that compelled them to 

move out are being provided, 

cannot make any sense. 

that just does not make any sense. It 

There is a reason why the coastal boat is going into Parsons 

Harbour now and it did not before. The port of call for Parsons Harbour 

was Rccontre West. Now that Recontre West has been evacuated the coastal 

boat gets into Parsons Harbour. But remember the people of Parsons 

Harbour wanted that boat to call there when Recontre West was inhabited. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Did you ask the Federal Government? 

MR. HICKMAN: I only heard of it last week. It is not in my district 

and I did not hear bf it before. I have met some of the people who have 

come out of Parsons Harbour to Fortune and Grand Bank and Recontre and 

Pushthrough. They are first class citizens. They are first class 

fishermen. 

You may very well argue that now living in Fortune they have 

fuller employment. It is probably true,although it is a good all year 

r~1md fishing area. Ther~ is not much doubt that the public services 

in Fortune are better than they had before and the schools are bett~r. But 

the simple fact is that these people did not want to leave and they genuinely 

believe that if they had been given the public services to which they feel 

they are entitled,they would not have moved. I do not think you can 

rationalize that under the old argument that even though the older people 

do not want to move,it is good in the long run for the children, and if they 

wanted the public services and they felt that they could have been provided. 

But apart from all that, how could you justify this colossal 

failure . after the fact,of putting it in after? Because obviously,if it is 

justifiable now, it was even more justifiable three or four years ago. 

Now maybe the hon. Minister when he comments on his Estimates 

will n~. take the position that people do not have to move unless they 

wish, that technical position that,in my opinion, is not defensible. 

Of course, people do not have to resettle if they do not want 

to. If they are prepared to live in an area without any public services, 
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MR. HICIOIAN: they can stay there forever, as long as they want. But 

if these public services are withdrawn then it is inevitable that the 

people are going to move and are going to follow the services and 

go where they can find them. 

What, Mr. Chairman, happens to these communities in the 

process of dyinf, these larger communities? Again I go back to 

Lamaline, a community of say 1,000 people. There has been some 

resettlement, again because of lack of services. As Mrs. Angela Cowan 

says "we must remember that a town cannot die overnight and that in 

many of these towns already designated as phase out areas there will 

continue to be families and children for many years." 

This is true. These towns now of 1,000 people down to say 

600 will last for at least one more generation. There will be one more 

generation of children to be educated ~n the schools which are dwindling in 

size. 

I remember five years ago ~he Anglican school in Lamaline had 

five teachers,there are now two or one, I believe they are going to close 

it this year. But think what has happened during the five years and what 

will happen during the next five.unless this trend is arrested. 

There is not much point looking a boy straight in the eye 

in 1985 and saying"unfortunately for you, you were born and raised in a 

town that was dying. Because it was dying you did not get twentieth 

century quality of education. But you paid a great sacrifice. You 

certainly did,because now your town is resettled and your.children will 

not have to undergo the same hardship, the same lack of quality in education." 

That is not the answer, Mr. Chairman, The answer surely is to 

go firstly to these people. To go to their development associations and say; 

"lbok, you want to stay. If you want to stay we are prepared to provide 

certain Government services. But you also think that your area can be 

developed. Tell us how it can be developed. You tell us what your. skills are. 

You tell us whether your skills are in farming, or fishing, or mixed farming and 
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?IR. HICK?-L\N: mixed fishing. If it is. you put a proposition to us and 

then we will provide the expertees and the planning,know-how that will 

ensure that you can avail of whatever DREE or ADA grants or ARDA grants 

or whatever other grants are available." This,l-lr. Chairman, I am not 

satisfied has been done in this Province to date. I say this in the 

full knowledge that Community and Social Development is a new Department. 

I do not say it is a reflection upon the Minister personally at all. I 

realize that it is only this past year that he has attained the services 

of highly qualified planners and people with the skills that are necessary 

to develop the community and the sooial life of the community in this 
t' 

Province. 

What I am very concerned about 0 and I trust that he is too,is 

that these deveiopment associations that are born out of necessity or 

conceived out of necessity, that work and are prepared to·-work as a 

cohesive unit,will be discouraged before they get off the ground by the 

attitude that has been displayed toward at least these two that I have 

citied and I have no doubt hon. members can refer to many more, The 

planning must come from the ground up and not from the top down, Mr. 

Chairman. 

MR. EARLE: Mr. Chairman, I promised the hon. l-linister that I would not 

delay the consideration of his Estimates very much. Actually the Minister 

of Community and Social Development is one of the more gentlemanly 

ministers in this House and certainly an example to some of his colleagues. 

He has been most co-operative. He has stuck to the point and answered 

questions·ano i should like to pass him the b~uquet of saying that he is 

behaving himself in the House as a Minister should. Therefore, we will 

treat him in the like way and will respect the way he respects us in 

return. But I have just one little bone of contention to pass on to the 

Minister. 

On Sunday I believe he appeared on the programme "Analysis" 

and in a statement he made there was something to the effect that the 
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MR. EARLE: members on this side were a bunch of dumb bunnies who 

had not spoken much during the House,if at all. Be did not recall 

his own colleaRues who have been silent all during this Session. The 

fact is that if you look at Hansard,we have all spoken,over-all many, 

many times, at great lengths,and I would be strongly tempted to carry 

on for two or three hours tonight just to pay him back for that 

statement. But I shall not do that, I will get on with the business 

and try to confine my remarks to his Department. 

I should like first of all to mention a few of the things -

My colleague on my right,who just went outside for a moment, made rather_ 

an amusing comment,! thought. lie mentioned that during the Development 

Conference on Fogo Island this winter that they were promised an air strip 

and 200,000 tons of crushed rock. Well I happen to have been born on 

Fogo, I wore out many pairs of shores travelling over the rock on that 

island,and this is one thing they do not need on Fogo Island is rock. 

Anybody that knows · the place would think that it is just one 

big solid rock. If the D~velopment c~nference in going there,instead of 

saying that they would import 200,000 tons of rock, if they had said to 

the people, "this is an ideal place for rock crushers to develop all the 

rock in the world for the rest of the island~ they would have created a 

little industry. It would have been a productive industry which could 

export the product rather than one that could import one at great 

Government expense. I thought it was very amusing indeed. Talk about 

taking coals to Newcastle, rocks to Fogo Island is just about the height 

of any ridiculous statement I ever•·heard in this House. Anyhow be that 

as it maY, people on Fogo Island have shown an admirable example in their 

efforts to develop their commur.ities and that particular part of 

Newfoundland and they have been one of the foremost and progressive 

development associations in the Province ~nd I hope many others will 

follow their example. 
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MR...!._E!TILC: It brings me back to refer to particualarly the part of 

the Country which I represent, the South Coast. Not.· the Minister, 

about a year ago, was going to bring into the House - I think it was 

stated at that time, that the overall master agreement, five year 

agreement, would be presented last July. We are now into )fay of this 

year and we still have not got that master five year agreement and all 

the questions that we have asked in the House so far have not been very 

definitive. There certainly has been no statement on which we can 

latch ourselves onto and say that this particular programme, a five 

year development programme,will be signed within a matter of days, weeks, 

months, or anything else. It may well go on another year. 

Well I know that planning takes a ·lot of time. I know the 

Minister has undoubtedly had his problems.But the things which distresses 

me about all of this is that so much of this Province, which has not been 

designated as one of the DREE areas,are waiting for assistance of various 

kinds . and encouragement of various kinds, and I imagine that that can only 

be carried out if the master agreement of the five year programme is 

implemented. That will then free the Government to spend other monies, which 

we hope they have, on other parts of the Province which are not included 

in these particular agreements. This is what we have been told in the 

Boase. Of course, it is likely to be a case that by the time all of these 

agreements are ready to be signed, somebody else will be signing them 

not the present Government. So perhaps we will be able to speed it up 

a little bit. 

On the South Coast of Newfoundland, the area which I represent, 

it has always been a bit of a mystery to me, when you think of 

Community and Social Development, in part~cular, why that part of the 

Province is not paid more attention tn 
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I~ EIIJ!LE: and has not been developed more rapidly. It is rather perculiar 

that in one part of the Island,where we have all-winter ports,where the 

Province cloes not suffer from ice barriers for parts of the year, where the 

snowfall is probably the lightest in all of the Island, is the . one part of 

the Province that has not been properly developecl. 

Now take in roads alone 1which is part of the minister's responsibility 

in these prograrm~es where he is r,etting encourar-ement to build roads. It 

always struck me as extremely stupid that the Government,instead of going 

across the south coast of Newfoundland,connect up all the many settlements 

that were there, decided to build around the other fringe of the country first 

and then come right straight do,.,m through the country about eighty-five_ or 

ninety miles of road • on a direct line from Bishop's Falls to the Head of 

Bay D'F.spoir. This in effect means that in order to get to the Harbour 

Breton area, which will soon -be connected up, you have to drive from St. John's 

approximately 420 miles or 430 miles ,.in a huge circle. The actual mileage, 

if this had been done in a sensible way,coming from Terrenceville over to 

the llead of Bay D'Espoir,would be somP.thing like fifty or sixty miles of 

road. Fifty or sixty miles of road that could have been constructed across 

that part of the country, w_ith millions and millions upon millions , upon 

millions of dollars less money, and would have connected up all that section 

of the south coast years and years ago. But, for some unknown reason,this 

was not done. The excuse was used that the territory down there was too 

difficult. That the settlements could not be connected up, But this is 

balder dash because,since then,roads have been put into far less accessible 

areas where the terrain was every bit as difficult and where it was just as 

costly to build roads. Yet for some reason this whole section was neglected. 

Now what has happened because of that, the minister must be very interested 

in this because apart of his programme is to look after the Resettlement 

Programme, fhe people in so much of Fortune Bay and that area got so tired 

of waiting to be connected up with civilization that settlement after 
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HR. EARLE: settlement just disappeared and there are now only comparably 

few settlements remaining in that area. Many of these people either went 

to the Canadian l:S.inland or they moved into Grand Bank or Fortune or somewhere 

like that and left what vere very substantial homes and very fine villages. 

I-do not think it was necessary and I do not think it was to any great 

advantage for the people actually. Because to take,for a prime example, 

one little settlement in that area,which has remained and is still there 

and is pror,ressing in spite of the fact that,up to about a year ago, they 

got virtually no help at all from the Government, The settlement of Pool~s 

Cove,on the west side of Fortune Bay, consists of probably fifty or sixty 

families,the very finest type of people you can get in Newfoundland, who,of 

their own initiative,have supplied their houses with water and sewerage. 

They have beautiful homes. They have now gotten underway and provided a 

very fine ~edical Clinic in the place. Now they have at last being getting 

some help. But they have developed this settlement to the extent of getting 

a bait depot and a fish holding unit there. All of this over the years. When 

I first went there, there was complete apathy,almost there was complete . 
hopelessness about the place because this was thought to be just another area 

that was going to disappear. But by talking to the people and encoura~ing 

them and giving them hope for the future, they got up themselves and went 

after these items and started to install them and develop them, and now they 

have a very fine settlement which is self-sufficient. So many people there 

make excellent incomes. There is a good herring fishery in the area. It is 

a good lobster fishery. They are now getting very much involve~ in the cod 

fishery. As I said, they have beautiful homes. They are well established. 

They have always had good teachers there. There is no earthly reason why the 
not 

people should~live there. They are as happy as clams. They love that settlement, 

they are turning it into a very fine one. I contend, Mr. Chairman, that there 

have been dozens of other settlements alone the !outh ~oast that, with the 

orooer encoura~ement and help,could have heen the same type of settlements 

as is Pool's Cove today, .. here the people in many cases would be far better 
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MR. EARLE: off and far happier than they are now,where they have moved. The 

opportunities are there, they would make just as good a living, probably a 

lot better living than some of the people who have moved away and gone to 

these other places at considerable expense to the Government. 

While speaking on the Resettlement Programme. in certain areas,which 

has been a Godsend, I will not dispute this with the minister. There are 

certain places where there is absolutely no future, it is a dead-end, an 

island or something of that sort, where it is only sensible for the people to 

move. In these cases the only pity is, of course, it did not start earlier, 

that the people did not move,because I have several prime examples in my 

district, where just about the time that the people were getting ready· to 

move they put in a bait depot or a community stage or a public wharf or 

something of this nature,at great cost,and the people just moved out and left 

it. Well that was just absolutely stupid. There was no planning whatsoever 

in these particular cases. I do not think the Government will ever li~e that 

down, because they wasted tens upon tens of thousands of dollars in so doing. 

But, when I first entered the Gov~mment, I was on the other side of the . 
House at that time, I proposed for my area on the ~outh ~oast the development 

of key areas which could be self-sustaining and self-sufficient. But their 

main need was to be connected up with the rest of the island,with roads, so 

that they can get~into communication. The story-is a sad one because it took 

me eight years to get eight miles of road built in that district. 

While the Premier was boosting about his 6,000 miles of new highways 

and so on and re-conditioned highroads, Fortune Bay got eight miles of road 

in eight years, ~ne mile a year for ages upon ages upon ages. It was 

pitiful and disgraceful. Instead of completely the job and p,oin~ on and doing 

it properly, this was the sort of tactic the Government used. I remember 

one time chatting to the Premier about this particular area and its needs. 

And I said; 
1

look,for heaven sake,let us get going and connect up these few 

remaining settlements. It is only a matter of thirty or forty miles of road 

and we will brinr, them in to the Twentieth Century:' And he said, •·oh, first 

of all we have ~ot to build another road into Gander.'' Well, Gander was very 
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MR, EARLE: well served at that time. Fortunately, the then minister, 

Mr. Pickersgill,who was the representative in Ottawa,did not see it that 

way and he did not agree with the Premier and that road was never built. 

But the idea of even considering, talking about another entry into Gander, 

when a whole section of Newfoundland did not have as much as a cow path, 

was beyond thinking about. But this seems to be the Government's queer 

idea of priorities. I think really what doomed the South Coast of Newfoundland 

was the fact that some years ago there was a South Coast 8ornrnission that 

went up and down the Sout~ Coast and reported on the economic prospects 

and the viability of that whole area. Well that report should be condemned 

to the fires of hell, Lecause it has ruined the lives of hundreds of 

thousands of our people. This predicted the south Coast as a completely 

undeveloped area that had no future, apart from Port aux Basques,the tip of 

the Burin Peninsula and I think a little area around the Head of Bay D'Espoir, 

is all it said that could be done. 

Well since that report was written,the people on that coast had been 

sume of the most hard~working people in all of Newfoundland and in most areas 

dm,m there the percentage of welfare or social assistance has been far less 

than it has in many other areas of the country. All the time that they were 

suppose to be going out of eKistence, that their future was hopeless, they 

were deep-sea fishermen, they were earning good livings and they were getting 

good incomes. All they needed was this meager amount of help to connect them 

up with the rest of their own Province. But, they asked as they might, ~hat 

whole coast was completely and absolutely neglected,except for the development 

of the whole of the Burin Peninsula and the development around Port aux Basques. 

The rest of it wasidue to,what was done on the coast,was done by private 

industry. The Harbour Breton area was built up because of the fish conpany 

and Gaultois and Ramea and these areas were all private _peo;le who got in 

there and tried to do something for the area. But they themselves really had 

to do it the hard way, because they were tryinr. to conduct businesses, 

trying to build up viable industries,without any of the normal facilities 

which the rest of the country was tnjoyinr,. 
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MR. F.ARLE: I used to think when I first,went down into that part of the 

country,it was like going to the far north or something. When I left home 

and went down in my district,a few years ap,o, the communications,to i;i;et a 

message home or something like that,were out of this world. Well we have 

fought and we have struggled and we have got telephone connnunications. We 

are getting a few roads, it takes an awfully long time to get them. We have 

got telephones now and we have roads and we got some communications, but 

this is all ten to twenty years behind the rest of Newfoundland,in most places. 

As I said,the reason for it is quite beyond me because that has always been 

the most prosperous and one of the most viable areas of all of Newfoundland. 

But just to finish on the resettlement programme, one of my chief gripes 

with the hon. the minister and his department is that the wheels of 

Government move exceedingly slow in these things. I do not think sometimes 

that they realize quite the disruption that people get involved in when they 

leave their homes, particularly old people, and move to a: new-,·area. The pity 

of it is that very often,for the matter of a few hundred dollars extra ,the 

j,1b could be finished and these people could be maae completely comfortable. 

But I have seen people, families for instance, who move from Point Rosie 

and to Garnish~ Ihey were three years getting this thing straightened out. 

They move their houses in, some of them boug~t house there and some moved 

their houses in. The plan was good, the whole thing was ideal, for them to 

settle down and be with their fellowman in a place of the type they were used 

to. But heavens how we had to work, ·•how many complaints and how many appeals 

I had to make to get the meagerist little thing done their,to finally get 

them straightened away. To begin with,some contractor went in there and stuck 

everybody with the few dollars they had left 1on their plumbing facilities, 

when they were trying to get their houses fixed up. This fellow took them to 

the cleaners,in thts particular place,and these people were- you imagine a 

family coming from a place like Point Rosie,not experienced in plumbing or 

heatinr, or electricity or anythin~ of that sortbein~ _ left completely at the 

mercy of some operator. They go into a place, they pay too much, they get a 
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MR. EARLE: poor job done and then the fellow walks out with the job half 

finished. 

This makes the people so exceedingly disguised with the whole thing that 

they wonder if the Government really knows what it is doing. Now this, I 

think, the present minister is trying to remedy, but again the problem is one 

of slow progress. The whole operation of this department,it seems to me,is 

being governed largely by experts and people who are:theorists and people 

who want to see all their "i's"dotted and "t's"crossed before they do anythinp:. 

I have a feeling,! maybe wrong, I have a feeling that Ottawa takes a 

look at this expenditures of this department and says; "look, how in the 

ftame of Heavens can we trust the Newfoundland Government to spend the money 

properly,which we give them! They have made _so many mistakes in the past. 

They have recommended so many foolish things that we have got to be absolutely 

sure, sure,doubly sure . and tenibly sure that the money that we give the 

Department of Community and Social Development is well spent." That is why 

there is all this endless planning, endless looking into things and endless 

preparations before anything is actually done. 
I 

But in the meantime, people are people. Newfoundlanders have to live. 

Newfoundlanders cannot wait , for some Government just to take its time in 

developing a master scheme of which they are neither aware of the implications, 

{hey are not aware of the way in which it is being developed. They feel 

they are just being led up one rosy garden path and that the end will never 

come. 

I think, it would be far more sensible had the Government followed the 

plan of taking regional areas in the Province,say around Belleoram, which 

Belleoram was Qne of the most active and creative fishing ports in Newfoundland 

at one time. It is surrounded by six or eight settlements, all of ~ood hard 

working people. If this had been centered into a community effort of that 

whole area, not just one settlement but the whole thing and developed for 

the fishery and what natural things were available there, instead of leaving 

the people to r9t without help or guidance of any sort, I think, this plan 

would have p,ot off to a good start. But now you have a whole feeling of 
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HR. EARLF: rlejection and wonderment and doubt and despair and everything 

else. 

I do not blame the people, I think that they have been . very, very 

badly let down over the years. 

One other point\hefore I sit down, Mr. Chairman, onto the minister ' s 

department comes the small business incentives. The idea is an excellent 

one. We heard at the development conference that there was suppose to be 

some liaison set up so that businesses could get encouragement to start up 

a small project or a medium :size project or so on'. 

AN HON. ME~!BER: The Department of Economic Dcvelopmen t. 

MR. EARLE: The Department of Economic Development, I am sorry. I thought it 

came under the hon. minister's department, Well my apol~gizes. But in any 

case it is related to the minister in this way and he should take a very 

active interest in it, because his department,as-the name implies,is interested 

in community and social development. Community and Social Development of 

course is very, very closely indeed related to the kind of activity that goes 

on in these places. I am quite sure that if his departn1ent can encoura~e 

a speed up in this sort ~f help that , he should take a very, very active 

interest in it and try to help it along. 

But, I feel that in many of these places there are very small undertakings 

that people can themselves undertake, if they are given the necessary 

instruction, the necessary information and the necessary financial help.which 

is not very great in many cases. But it is fustrating and completely self­

defeating when a chap tries to get into this sort of thing, because he seems 

to be up against a stone wall. 

Mr. Chairman, at this stage of the dicussion on the estimates, I do·not 

wish to have anyting else to say on this particular item. But, I would like 

the minister to bear in mind the gist of my remarks, which is to the effect 

that as his department develops, and if and,when the whole regional plans 

arc ar,reed or the uhole agreement is made with Ottawa,that they take into 

very serious consideration indeed and develop the pockets of people in certain 
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MR. EARLE: areas that can be self-sustaining, 'fhat can look after themselves 

and thnt can develop their communities, as the Community of Pool's Cove 

has done. I think that the money that his departMent may spend would be 

very well spent in such areas without perhaps the elaborate hundreds upon 

hundreds of thousands of dollars which are being slanted in certain 

directions, which may or may not bring developll)ent. unfortunate~y an awful 

lot of this money which is being spent is being spent,particularly this 

year,for temporary jobs on construction and highroads and things which are 

not going to bring any lasting employment, whereas money that would be 

spent or should be spent in the way I am suggesting, might help these people 

to earn their living and~a decent living.forever afterwards and not something 

that will just cease when this particular election year is over. 

?-'R. CROSBIE: Ur. Chainnan, 

AN HON. HlmBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CROSBIE: Do you want to go first? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Go ahead Lieutenant. 

MR. CROSBIE: Thank you Leader. I au ready to become a private or corroral. 

Ur. Chainnan, I just want to review some of the ministerial statements that 

we have had from the hon. minister, because this is the department from 

which ministerial statements flow like a cornucopia. If we just look at 

last year -

HR. llICKNAN: Try that again. 

MR. CROSBIE: Cornucopia. You never heard of that one before? 

The trouble with DREE, Mr. Chairman, is that it is in danger,if the 

Government does not show a little restrain and a little cotr.mon sense in 

describing what it is going to do. It is going to be in danger of becoming 

swallowed up by the bull that is handed out about it. The minister is one 

of those who have handed out too much bull about DREE. 

Here we are.after two years of talk about DRF.E,the minister bas still 

not got his four year ar,reement signed or his five year a~reement si~ned. 

Just looking briefly at some of his statements, Mr. Chairman, we see that 

last year the minister made the followin~ statements about DREE in this 

l!ouse: April 15, 1970,a statement by the minister to explain why he had 
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MR. CROSBIE: nothing to tell the House at that time. It took ,&im four pages 

to tell us why he had nothing to tell us. At t~at,statement he was telling 

us that the actual one year agreement was not yet · signed and he was giving 

some reasons why it had not been signed,·and,of course, the reasons had 

nothing to do with the Government of Newfoundland. No, it was Hr. Tom Kent 

and the officials up in his office that were_. dragging their he~l~~ The minister 

was in touch with Mr. Kent and he was extret!lely disappointe4 that there was 

going to be a delay. So that was a four page statement on that delay. 

Then the minister came before the House, Mr. Chairman, last year with 

a statement,a week later,on April 22. That statement was to the effect that 

an $82 million agreement had been announced by the Federal and Provincial 

Governments and signed on April 21. There was going to be spent in 
.= ... • • 

Newfoundland that year, last year,in the eight special areas, then the 

minister listed the special areas about $82 million last year ina_. this 

year, most of it to be spent last year according to the minister's statement. 

There are going to be industrial incentives the minister said, and help 

on roads, schools and the rest of it, There is a joint planning commit~ee 

and the minister said in°this statement of a year ago, April 22, 1970,that 

there is a joint planning committee which expect to develop a four year 

plan for the special areas covering projects to be started from next April 

onward. Now that April, Mr. Chairman, was April 1971, which is now come 

and gone. There is still no four year plan, at least that the House has 

heard about,covering projects to be started that the minister said last 

year would be started from April onwards. 

The minister made certain additional remarks showing how much money was 

going to be spent, the total altogether of $41 million,directly in the 

Newfoundland agreement. 

Now this year when the Budr,et was brought down, Hr: Chairman, we discovered 

that $16 million was spent last year, not $41 million, not $82 million. 

Sixteen million. That was his statement of April 22. Then the minister 

last year . on April 30.made another statement. April 30, 1970. This is 

a dandy one. This was outlininr. all the projects that were r.oinr. to he 

carried out last year with detailed breakdot-.'lls - municip,11, industrial, 

infrnstructure, roads, forests, accessroads ,1nd all the rest of it and all 
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t-'R. CROSBIE: the various projects are shown. Just to give one example of 

what the minister listed, one of the projects in here said to be water 

supply, Port au Choix. 1970-71 expenditure, water supply $243,000. That 

is a r.rant of $243,000. Loaned $243,000, total $486,000. Pell this year, 

~tr. Chairman, looking through the newspaper about a month ago, what is in 

the newspaper~ ''Council Chairman claims Port au Choix gets run-around in 

request to DREE." 

Now here is the programme of a year ago, shows $486,000 we spent at 

Port au Choix for water supply. What are the facts? Here is the story 

according to Chainnan, Ralph O'Keefe of the Local Improvement Council. 

Mr. O'Keefe says that the Regional Economic Expansion Department announced 

last April that Port au Choix was a special _DREE area and would therefore 

receive $486,000 for water and sewerage system. Now we know that ~tr. 

O'Keefe is one hundred percent correct. Here is the minister's statement, 

a copy of it,in my hand. Plans for the system have been drawn up and 

were presented to the Government in August,at which time the community 

l~arned that half - they only learned this now in August, although the 

minister told us in Aprii. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. August 1970. 

MR. CROSBIE: August 1970 at which time the community learned that half of 

the $486,000 was a grant and the other half a loan-to finish the progra1!11!1e• 

!he Municipal Affairs Department was willing to provide an amount equally 

that supplied by DREE ;" ?~r. 0 'Keefe said, 

The he goes on to say, ''DREE representatives told the community, in 

October,"now this is six months after April,"that the cost of the project 

was too high and they wanted it ttecreased, if this were possible." Then 

!1r. O'Keefe says, ''We agreel to a partial sewer system and complete water 

system which cut the cost by $90,000, This was very depressinp., but we 

wanted to get the project underway. A.meeting with representatives of 

DREF. and the }'.unicipal Affairs Department in February," that is February 

this year -

!Ill. m rRrl!Y: Inaudible. 
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MR. CROSBIE: This is the Department that showed us that they had a 

$31 million water and sewerage programme fo•r last year, the minister said. 

The pr~ramme got scuffled when the election did not take place. So we 

will hear all about it .Again this year. So Mr. O'Keefe goes on, "A 

meeting with representatives of DREE and the Municipal Affai.rs Department 

in February revealed that the second plan was rejected by the Federal 

Government, .because it required an amount of money too large to be spent 

in such a small community ... And we were asked to agree on a plan that 

involved the water system only. ·We were told that, if we accepted this 

plan.tenders would be called not later tha:n March 1971~ Mr. O'Keefe said. 

"We accepted this offer•because there is every indication that, if we did 

not, we would get nothing. Our loan grant has dropped B?;ain from $486,000 

to $320,000. The situation becomes more frustrating everyday. But we 

are still living in hopes 
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living in hope of something to be announced for us by the end of the present 

month,''Mr. O'Keefe said. That was in March. 

HR. ROWE (W.N.): He referred to the Federal Government rather than the 

Provincia. Government. 

MR. CROSBIE: This Government here is the Government that yaks about 

DREE, that boasts about DREE, that talks about DREE, that announces DREE, 

that preaches DREE, that DREE's at the mouth. This is the Government 

who responsibility it is. 

Another council spokesman said that Port au Choix seems indeed to be 

a special area under the DREE programme because it is the only one that has 

not received any benefits from the prograune. That is what he says about 

the DREE programme. Now here is a progratlDlle presented to this House 

Mr. Chairman, April 30, 1970, listing the projects, (let me see what 

table it is. No it is not Table II), Table I-A shows related Federal 

Gov,~rnment commitments. Table I gives a general su:mmary of the projects 

in this year's agreement. 
1

There is a total commitment for muncipal and 

industrial infrastructure, $26,520,000, of which $17 million was spent 

this year. Then all the projects are shown, DREE Initial Project Summary, 

Associated and Supplemental Federal Commitments, Initial DREE Financing 

Projects in Newfoundland and Labrador, and all these other projects, 

Water Supply, Port au Choix - that is not qualified, grant $243,000, 

loan $243,QOO - $486,000. What happened in Port au Choix? What happened in 

Port au Choix is the run around that the council chairman at Port au Choix 

described. Now that is unnecessary,.Mr. Chairman. The delays may be excusable. 

but what is not excusable is a government that announces these projects 

as facts before they are facts,for the cheap political impact that has: It 

does not care how disappointed the people are, does not care how confused 

they are, just try to fool them, just try to bluff them, do not wait until 

everything is settled, the "t's" are crossed and the '"i's" are dottP.d. Bring 
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forth the big progralDl!le and announce all these projects and then as month 

by month goes by Port au Choix finds out what the real facts are. What is 

the rush to announce all this until it is all settled and agreed? The 

only reason of the rush is the political reason. It is clear, Mr. Chairman, 

that if the Federal Government had not instituted this DREE•programme 

the Government would not have a chance in this world of being re-elected, 

not a chance. It has a chance now, a simple one, and it is because of 

DREE. Goldfarb shows no chance,but I am giving the benefit of the doubt. 

I say, a slight chance - a slight chance. Did I hear the hon. member 

for Bonavista South gaggle? I said yesterday that he was one of the seven 

who is going to get re-elected. 

If the Newfoundland Government did not have DREE to hang on to, to 

cling on to, to hug, to squeeze, to blow about, it would have nothing. 

The trouble is that it blows, squeezes and hugs and shouts about DREE too 

much before everything is all settled. People all over the Province get 

disappointed, get a run around. Here is another article here about 

Corner Brook. Here is another one. Corner Brook is here in this 

progranme,the minister announced last year: Residential Sites Prograh!me, 

Trunk Sewer Improvements, Corner Brook, Water and Sewer Trwik Main 

Extensions, Extension to Water and Sewerage System, Corner Brook. I 

do not know ~wall these fit in but here is an article from the 

Evening Telegram, May 6, 1971: "DllE will not finance a water supply system 

for Corner Brook. It seems that the City cannot get DREE financing for 

the $350,000 improvement to the current water supply to which,as 

Mayor Noel Murphy said earlier, the City had to devert all its own funds 

because we had to have water," A letter from an official of the 

Provincial Co11D11unity and Social Development Department who acts as - what 

does he act as? Just listen to this: this is a hard one to beat, Director 

of Infrastructure Development for the Regional and Economic Expansion 

Department. He is the I.S.D. man for the R.E.E.D, Department. So council 
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and DREE had ruled that the pump house required in the supply system was an 

integral part of a project already underway, This disqualified it. 

MR. MURPHY: What district was that in? 

MR. CROSBIE: That is in Humber East or West or both. The member never 

goes to his district. I have forgotten who the member is. ThP. director 

said he could not convince any one in the department. All I can say on that 

is: (I am quoting Deputy Mayor Bill Hann) "It is a damn poor show." You 

are eight Deputy Mayor Hann. Councillor Farrell says: "It seems the City 

cannot get anydin15 from DREE. · There was so much red tape that there seems no 

way to cut through it." 
11

Keep trying anyway,"was the slogan out in Corner Brook. 

•Keep trying!" Another article from Corner Brook, Mr. Chairman: "West arterial 

road plans must be ready this month, May 6, 1971. The City found that at a recent 

meeting in St, John•s that the proposed arterial route may not be started this 

year, if the plans for it are not prepared by the end of this month:~ays 

Deputy Mayor Hann." They were lucky to discover that in time. 

MR. MURPHY: I think they are going to run that down the centre of Corner Brook. 

MR. CROSBIE: I do not know where they are going to run it. It may be 

som~thing like the southsid~ access road that we heard today was going 

to be changed - the hon. the Premier said that if they could get the plan 

changed. Whose plan is it,if it is not the plan of the Government of 

Newfoundland? I do not doubt that the Premier can change his own plans once 

there is a political fuss kicked up about it. Mr. Hann said that the Committee 

commissionedProject Planners, and they were done away with. They were told to 

hire somebody else. There was a new consulting firm hired by DREE and so on 

and so forth. Now the price tag is too high and so on and so forth. That is 

the arterial road in Comer Brook. Now every community in Newfoundland, 

Hr. Chainnan,that needs something and there are hundreds of them that 

need it; water and sewerage, paved roads, etc., there are dozens of things, 

schools and the rest of it, they are told about this wonderful DREE, t'his 
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OREE program111e, this pie up in the sky that is going to rain down 

blessings on the people of Newfoundland, pie in the sky. There is no 

overall development plan. It certainly has not been announced yet. It is 

just a series of projects. The ones that are announced will get started, 

grand. It is grand to have the money. It is grand to have the roads built. 

But look how many dozens of co11D11unities are fooled and put off by the 

Government's constant reference to DREE. I will bet you anything, Mr. Chairman, 

that the delegation just up from Bay d'Espoir,that were going to picket the 

power station down there,were told that DRBE is going to provide everything 

for them down Chere - DP.EE called on aoain. 
/ • e 

MR. WOR..~ELL: Wrong. 

MR. CROSBIE: It is wrong. I am glad to admit I am wrong, if the hon. 

memeer says I am wrong. DREE was not mentioned. 

MR. WORNELL: Well it might have been mentioned. 

MR. CROSBIE: I withdraw my withdraw! 

Ml. WORNELL: I do not think flfe hon. gentleman has any right to refer 

to something on which he is not privy • . 

MR. CROSBIE: On which I am not what? I accept the hon. member's 

admonition. I will speak on nothing to which I am not privy, I certainly was 

not privy to that meeting. It is the privies we are trying to replace. These 

are just several examples. Now there is no need for that kind of exaggeration, 

if it were not for political purposes. Then we come to a statement that the 

minister made on May 19, 1970. We were pleased with statements. 11 In view of the 

fact that there seems to be a lack of understandin~ and some misunderstanding about 

the water and sewer projects,the minister decided to outline the programme.JJ 

Now we had the Minister of Municipal Affairs, he was firing out - you know, 

you felt that there was not going to be a grave left that would not have 

a water and sewer pipe ~oing throu~h it last year. The Minister of Municipal 
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Affairs, he had $30 million to $40 million to whack away on water 

and sewerage. Now the Minister of Comnunity and Social Development is 

ready to explain his rart. 

MR. COLLINS: I am wondering where they are going to get all the men 

to do the work. 

MR. CROSBIE: "They are moving father's grave to build a sewer." That 

was the song here last year. They are moving it regardless of expense. 

They are removing his remains to put in proper drains. Here is the 

minister,May 19, 1970: "In the first place I cannot emph11size enough 

the simple fact that the DREE programae itself is not vet ready, is 

not yet signed, not yet ready to go into operation. ''(Imagine that, after 

the three previous statements telling us all the projects that were going 

ahead!),.All of this will happen later in the present year and all that 

we have up to this moment is a temporary DREE programme for merely part 

of the Province." It was certainly temporary for Port au Choix, very 

temporary, and it got more temporary and more temporary as the year went . 
,. 

on. In the second place the water and sewer programmes, even for the 

part of the Province , covered by the temporary DREE programme,was anything 

but complete. rhe actual number of projects that are firm and final 

for the present season are eight in number. They are as follows; 

(1) (Can the hon. member guess what No. I is? Firm 

and final for the present season are eight in number) "Port au Choix, 

• • on the ;iorth Wes·t Coast, a water system." It was firm and final ,the 

minister said 1in May .19, 1970. ''At Bawke's Bay also on the North West 

Coast, there is a water and sewer system. At Holyrood there is 

a water and sewer syscem. At Bishop's .Falls, there is a water system. 

On the south shore of Conception Bay, there is a first st,p in a water 

and sewer system.• That is the first baby step1 it turned out to be, because 

this was hi~ing consultants to look at the whole area. •'on the south 

shore of Conception Bay I there is to be a water sys tern, also: St. Lawrence, 

a water system, Arnold's Cove, a water system, Corner Brook, there is to 
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be an extension to the water and sewer system. All of these projects will 

go ahead this year. We have every hope that we can get all of them 

completed and put into use well before the end of next year." This was 

May, 1970, last year. "I must say a special word about the south shore 

of Conception Bay'.' We can skip that. "I wish to lay great stress 

that these projects, eight projects are anything but co~pl•tP and final, 

It must be obvious to every one that there are within the present 

temporary DREE areas a number of other water and sewer projects that 
.,, 

are as badly needed. The trick is, do not miss anything. When there 

are eight special areas, imply there are going to be another three 

areas or there are going to be another eight areas,another sixteen 

areas. Do not leave any one out, When you list eight water and 

sewer projects, you know that there are another 200 communities 

in Newfoundland who do not have water and·sewerage,so you give them 

hope. You say th~t it must be obvious to every one that there,are 

within the present temporary DREE areas. a number of other projects 

badly needed. Do not miss anything. Use the old semantics so when 

they come in from these communities you can say,, to them th-"t our 

statement did not leave you out. You were included in the number of 

others thtcare badly needed. 
8

1 have been making representations to 

DREE on behalf of the Government of this Province for inclusion of 

such needed projects in the main BREE agreement to be announced 

later this year, 1970.11 It is not announced yet and this is 1971. 

Some of these systems are as follows: 

Water and sewer system in Bay Roberts, not a peep nor a squeak 

about their water and sewer system in Bay Roberts. It was mentioned when 

the hon, minister resigned in the letters that had passed between the 

Premier and him, I believe, There is also Brigus, Kilbride, Spaniard's Bay, 

Upper Island Cove, Now I may have missed it, but I have not heard any of 
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them announced yet. They will be announced in this House again 

Page 7 

before this session ends. I have no doubt about that. The minister 

will not slip up, now that I am reviewing these documents for him and 

I am recallin~ them to hfs memory. Now you do not want to miss 

anythipg now. You mentioned some places in the upper part of 

Conception Bay. Also there is need of extensions to water and 

sewer systems in Carbonear, Harbour Grace and the St. John's Metropolitan area. 

All of these needed projects are in the St. John's special area. 

Do not miss any area~ We did them pretty well all. There is the 

Metropolitan area, Carbonear., Harbour Grace, Upper Island Cove, 

Spaniards Cove, Bay Robert's, Brigus, Kilbride. Then the minister dealt 

with other special areas. There is an extension in the Corner Brook 

special area. There is a mention of that needed extension to the 

water and sewer system at Corner Brook to supply existing and new 

properties. That is the one that ·nREE ,1) finance4 I assume, May 6, 1971. 

Happy Valley, special area, there is a water and sewer system needed . 

in Northwest River., 

Now the minister did not think that was complete - that was not 

complete. He went on to say: "This list of present needs in the 

ei2ht special areas designated so far is by no means an exhausted 

one. I have given it in order to indicate the volume of some of 

their requests and needs for municipal water and sewer systems merely 

within the present special areas designated by DREE~ So he has covered 

everything - everything. He has listed all kinds that should have it. 

Now he has covered everyone else. The minister is not to be outdone. 

He moves on to a more significant point. Tune in in thirty seconds 

for the next dramatic development. "In addition to the eight special 

areas which have already been esta~lished by DREE, this Government 

has negotiated with the Federal Department to have other portions 

of the Province to become special areas in the future. As a result of 

these negotiations, DREE has already indicated willingness to add at least 
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three more special areas to the list~( Now the minister can tell us 

whether they have agreed or not, I do not know.)'' Port aux Basques to 

Rose Blanch~ 1 portions of the Baie Verte Peninsula and portions of the 

Bonavista Peninsula.~ The person•liatening would think that that is 

marvellous. There are to be three more: But that is not enough. 

The minister has more surprises for us. ''Moreover,during the 

course of this su111111er, we shall be presenting strong cases for t'lle 

inclusion of further areas in the Province~ The minister is not 

satisfied with just those three. He will present a stronger case 

for the inclusion of further areas. Not only that,as communities are 

brought into special areas, Bat Man and Robin will bring further water 

and sewerage services. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR. CROSBIE: The minister ends up,Mr. Chairman,saying, "I have 

given this statement in the hope of clarifying_further the nature 

of OREE assistance contained in the first year's agreement insofar 

as water and sewerage projects are concerned and to indicate what we 

are attempting to get the Federal·Government to include in the main 

agreement presently being negotiated~ This thrilling drama is not 

yet over. That was May 19, 1970. The minister is fighting the 

terrible Federal bureaucracy to get all these areas. 

j 

e 

Now we come to something significant, June 8, 1970. The minister 

tables in the House a paper which he has written entitled, "A Social 

and Economic Development Programme for Newfoundland and Labrador in 

the 1970 1 s." I hope the minister did not write this,Mr. Chairman. I 

hope he is covering up for his Civil Servants and that he is taking 

ministerial responsibility. I am sure that they would not want to be 

found responsible for this doucment. I could not summarize it. It is 

ninety-four pages of socio-economic phraseology. There are lists 

of projects: Hain Gut Brid~e, Barachoix Brook Bridge this bridge and that bridge, 
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this water and sewer system and that water and sewer system, table 

after table, after table, integrated developing programming, 

substructure, infrastructure, superstructure, etc. There is no 

water and sewerage for Hogan's Pond. 

After all those statements, the minister wanted to clarify 

the pottion. One June 15, he made another statement in the House to explain 

his estimates. Some of his officials left and formed the Non-Profit 

Consulting Company. · Anyway thi~ statement went on to explain that 

detailed planning was not done for a five-year agreement but for a one­

year agreement only. Now, Mr. Chairman, if there were 1,000 construction 

companies in Newfotmdland,employing each 1,000 people, they could not 

have carried out the minister's programme that he described in his 

staternent,so far.They would not have a chance of carrying it out 

even in five years. But he has left nothing to chance. So the planning 

is not for five years, it is one year planning. If the minister 

ever starts planning Jor five, we are going to be inundated. He wiJ.l not 

be able to move on this Island for bulldozers. The minister is getting 

on his department staff, his own team of planning expert$, What for? 

Everything you could think of sounded like it was planned. He goes 

on to explain his field .services division, field workers, community 

water services. The next subhead iR that relating to rural development. 

There was a five year ARDA agreement in 1965. There were diffierent 

associations formed. Then the minister makes a significant admission. 

"Last year's estimate of over $1 million for ~rants-in-aid to 

rural developments was based on actual proposals which were to be made 

to the Federal Government. Not all of these proposals were accepted 

by the Federal Dovernment." That is a strange admission for the minister 

to make. In other words in the last year's estimates, they were based on 

proposals that had been made and the Federal Government later turned them 

down, Then he went on to say that these were tentative estimates and we are 
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not likP. royal Ontario. He mentions thP. resettlenent agreement with 

great pride, He mentions that so many families moved, hardly any of 

them on able-bodied relief. They are all doing well. - community 

ammenities. One of his colleagues will move that the total vote 

be increased by $600,000. That is from $13,801,000 tP .$14,274,000, 

That was a comparativly mild statement for the hon, minister. 

So he knew tha~when the House met this year, there would have 

to be a further statement. This statement was made in April 19, 1971. 

The minister says about the one-year agreement wh~h amounted to 

$82 million, (He forgets to mention that old $16 million was spent 

last year) "it was an en ti rely new kind of an agreement. There. was 

a liaiRon committee, We were able, with the greatest effort, to get 

$16 million worth of construction · actually completed during the 

1970 construction season~• Would the minister anticipate this year , 

that there will be a lot more of ft? I hope he is right. There is 

$40 million of work left outstanding from last year, 

KR. MURPHY: Was there not $7 million for the arterial road? 

KR. CROSBIE: The arterial road, I am not sure. I do not know 

where that is included, Now to get to the meat of the statement, "During 

all last year, we were actively negotiating a new DREE agreement with 

the Federal Government. This agreement is expected by both myself 

and Mr, Marchand to be signed during the next few weeks." This is May 18. 

It has not been signed early in the month of May, This is the agreement 

that the minister has had us waiting for with bated breath ever smce 

his first statment of April 1S, 1970. We are still waiting. "The short 

delay on what I earlier announced to be the signing date is accounted for 

by the fact that a large part of our energy and time was consumed in 

getting the present rgreement ~ctually underway." I would say that a large 

part of the·er.ergy and time was consumed in making ministerial statements. 

That would be more like it • ''The new agreement to be signed next month will 
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be extremely flexible and will indicate the general direction to 

1975.· The :accent is on flexibility.u It certainly is. In the 

Government the accent is on flexibility. If you are flexible enough, 

nobody can pin you down. "The infrastructure is going to be balanced 

with public service projects." The minister says in this statement 

that he expects other rural development agreements to be signed 

later and then he lists a lot of other projects: Roads, St. John's 

Harbour arterial, etc.. Ile lists here, costing altogether - I think 

the first part of it is already out, McNarmara Construction over 

$7 millim.for the first part of it. Carbonear to Harbour Grace road 

and so on - the roads are all mentioned. The schools are mentioned. 

The Stephenville water supply is mentioned. That is important because 

it is for the Javelin Mill. Arnold's Cove water supply, St. Lawrence 

water supply, Bishop's Falls, Corner Brook water and sewerage extension, 

Hawke's Bay water system,are mentioned but there is no mention on the 

minister's list of the Port au Choix water system,for some reason. That 

was finished in 1970, yes. Mr. 0 1Keefe does not realize it yet, the 

Chairman up there. In March, 1971, he was waiting to hear from the minister 

by the end of the month,with respect to the water and sewer system he was 

promised last year. It is now not on this list here at all. This is the 

minister's lastest list. I do not know what the minister can tell us 

when he speaks, what status that is? 

So what does it all mean, Mr. Chairman? Wait now, I missed 

out one. Golly! I missed out a statement the minister made last year. 

It was June 8, but I will not go into June 8. What does it all mean 

I-Ir, Chairman? It means this: Instead of the Newfoundland Government 

developing an overall pla·n for the development of Newfoundland., with the 

Government of Canada,and deciding where the best economic advantages 

are and what areas offer the best opportunities for economic development 

an<l where the two Governments' money can be spent and an on overall 

development plan for the Island, all is happening is that in 
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the election feaver, as the Government expected last year that there would 

be an election and the Government know that this year there will be an 

election, that all kinds of promises are being made to everyone under the 

sun, Whenever any community tells the Newfoundland Government it 

needs financial assistance for any projects the Government mention DREE. It 

claims that DREE can do it, There are only eight special areas but it is going 

to be increased by three and there area may be included. Instead of these 

funds being really used to develop our Province in an overall manner, there 

has been all kinds of promises made, There is money being spent on highways, 

We all know that and that is good, There is money being spent to build schools 

and in some places for water and sewerage, The minis~er still does hot 

have any overall progrannne for the development . of Newfoundland, DREE means: 

Department of Regional and Economic Expansion. That is what it means. Where 

are tne economic expansion· projects, under this programme? I cannot recall one 

being announced yet, unless it is the electronics factory in Stephenville, if you 

could class that, because it is going to ~et a DREE grant. Infrastructure is 

what is being done - roads, water and sewerage, But the economic expansion, 

projects that actually create permanent jobs, they have not been announc~d yet, 

except fer the electronics factory, There is a linerboard. mill underway over 

in Stephenville, There is no grant from the Federal Government for it. I notice 

that in the "Globe and Maii' today that in Saskatchewan they are expecting 

a grant of $10 million,! think it is,from the Federal Government. It is for 

a pulp mill being built in Saskatchewan. Why is there not a grant of $10 million 

for the one that is being built over in Stephenville? Why was there not a grant 

for the chip mill and other facilities up in Labrador? There are none of those 

kinds of grants mentioned 
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~,R. CROSflIE: by the minister in any of this programme. Where is the 

industry incentive that we are suppose to get from DREE? We have not heard 

much ahout that. Im earlier speaker mentioned resettlement prorramme. 

I rememhcr a time, Mr. Chairmnn, when the Premier was goinr, to resettle 

Burp.eo, namea and Gaultois. Three years ago, he was goin~ to move them 

all out of Burgeo, Ramea and Gaultois into Bay D'Espoir, put the fish plants 

in there. That is the kind of planning that this Province has got and 

the minister is in charr,e of this Department of Community and Social 

Development, I do not kno~, two years anyway,there is still no overall 

agreement entered into by the Government of Newfoundland with the Government 

of Canada for four years or five years. It is a department with the highest 

paid Deputy ~inisters in the Govemment. It _has got two of them, one 

Deputy ?!inister ~etting $34,000 a year and another special advisor getting 

$28,540, who used to be the Deputy Minister. 

The votes in all categories this year are up for planning and the 

rest of it. ~!here is the planning? Where is the overall plan? Prince 

Fdward Island has got an overall development plan. New Brunswick entere<! 
I 

into several plans for parts of New Brunswick. Where is the plan for 

Newfoundland? It is good to have this money spent that is being spent, 

hut what is the end of it all? Where is the main objective? The minister 

said in one of these statements that Newfoundland needs created 6,000 

permanent jobs each year. Hhere are they being created? Where is the sign 

or evidence of 6,000 permanent jobs being created each year under this 

prop.ramme or any programme of the Govemment? 

The people in the Placentia area get in trouble. Placentia is in trouble. 

They asked to be included in DFEE. They are not included in DREE. they 

are an area where people were resettled into the area, The programme they 

called the disaster, t 'he most irresponsible social action of our times. 

Placentia is not among the eight special areas announced recently in the 

pror,rammc for DRf.E assistance, And it is still not. It does not seems to 

be in any pror,ramme for a r-reat deal of assistance that we can hear and 

what we see, the. Placentia area, in the facility areas down in Placentia. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Where is the overall pl~n for the development of this Province? 

It is not just paving a road here and paving a road there and doing water 

and sewerar,e there and here, all of which is grand. llut the whole 

co-ordinated approacn is not just there. The minister makes these all 

statements, listing all kinds of projects and he gets the hopes of people 

up all around the Province and then they fall into this snare which they 

think is red tape1 hut which really just means that the Federal Government 

have not agreed to all these projects before they were announced. If the 

Federal Government had agreed to the Port au Choix project before the 

minister listed it last year, then all these troubles could not have arisen. 

MR. ROWE, lloN: There is a booklet put out by the Government of Canada· 

telling us what happened. 

MR. CROSBIF.: Well the minister can tell us then what happened. Is the 

Federal Government crossinp. the minister up or approving projects and then 

disapproving them? 

The people of Newfoundland, Mr. Chairman, are in many cases having their 

expectations aroused in an unjustified manner, and that should not be tne 

case. In rny view, he sh~uld only announce a project when hl:_knows that thl 

project is approved by everyone and it is ready to go. Then there cannot 

be any disappointments. They cannot be disappointed and feel fooled, like 

they do on Fogo Island, like they do in all kinds of areas in this Province. 

Now this year we are going to hear a hurricane of announcements, :_ 

vertible hurricane. It is going to be typhoon-Joey in Newfoundland this 

year, in the announcements that we are going to hear,of every conceiveable 

project, aided and abetted by the minister. How nany of them, "~hen we are 

back in this House next year,on the other side of the l!ouse, will we be 

able to actually say have been carried out? That is what I would like to 

know, }lr. Chairman. I am sure this is what the l!ouse would like to know. 

I would like to know from the minister ,,,.hen he and Mr. Marchand are going 

to sign the four year arree~ent and when he is going to give us details 
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!.!_R. CR00EIF.: Any-1rny the riinister did not have a word in his cheek, but 

perhaps he will now. Perhaps, he will answer some of these points for us, 

Mr. Chair1T1an. 

~!P.. ~~AR1'l1i\LL: Hr. Chairman, there are a few points arising out of this 

vote for General Administration, The hon. the member for St. John's Hest 

asks what it is all about, and where is the planninr-'1 It is rather alarming: 

to note ;md to see an admissim, by the Leader of the Government, and presumably 

the Min:f.ster of Community and Social Development is in the same boat
1 

to the 

effect that DREE was in effect for two years before the Government or the 

Leader of the Govern111ent, the hon. the Premier, admitted that it was the 

first time that he had found out how DREE was suppose to operate. He 

recounted the fact that he had thought,that he had been-under the 

II 

misconception. (And I quote his words} the misconception that DREE operated 
,, 

in only special areas. The Development Conference that was called for 

the purpose of dealin~ with those areas in Newfoundland which were not 

encompassed under his understand or the Government's understanding of the 

DRE:F.: ap.reement. 

We remember a stateMent in the press>on February 2 last,to the effect 

that the Premier admitted he was embarrassed to have to admit that he did 

not know how the Federal Department of Ref?ional Economic Expansion ~mrked 

until last week. That was a week before the Development Conference took 

place. l!e said and I qu0te, ,. I did not really know or thoroughly understand 

what OREE is." He rel!!embered that he had addressed St. John's Rotary Cluh 

earlier :In the month on the subject of Economic Development,in which he 

cxrrcsscd his bitter resentiment thc\t Newfoundland should be divided into 

haves and have-nots, and those of us who heard him on the radio at the time 

rememhered the vivid descriptions of the function of the Department of 

Rcr,ional and Econo!"'ic r.xpansion, to aim at areas like ai~inr a run and 

to take spe>cific rel"'edics with resrect to these areas. And hence we are 

told this Fconomic Conf<"rence ,jas convened · for the p\1rpose of dealing with 
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tlR. ~!AP.SHALL: those areas which the Federal Government had left out. Then 

followinp, on, we see at the nevelopment Conference Mr. Marchand appeared 

and he told us that DRF.B does not only operate in just special areas but 

:It operates all over 1:ewfoundland and gives eJ11phasis to cettain growth 

are1ts but it is available throup,hout all of t:ewfoundland. It is rather 

distrubinr, really to see that this is the position,that the Government were 

operating under this misconception. Make no wonder that the department 

concerned has not been adequately able to provide adequate planning in 

this Province with respect to the rural redevelop~ent that is necessary. 

This is a matter that really, this is rather a serious matter. ffere we 

have a major development that was announced by Mr, l'archand some two years 

ago, almost two years ago, and the Government apparently did not know how 

this very vital and important progra11111e was suppose to operate in this Province, 

in this Province which needs it probably more· but not only probably 'mt 

deHnitely more than any other province in Canada - did not know how DREE 

was suppose to operate. Called a Conference for the purpose of determining 

bo•1 we were going to make up for the defiencies in the DREE programme and durinF 

the Conference, or a little hit before,finds out that DREE can apply to all 

of NeHfoundland. This makes us wonder, this makes one ask the question whether 

or not the department is fully taking advantage of DREE? Also one has to 

ask the questions ,what co-ordination1(;md .. this is suppose to be a co-ordinatinV­

departmentl what actual co-ordination there is between the Provincial 

Government and the Federal Government? 

We have heard announcel'.lents from the hon. the minister 1 that have come 

from time to time,and they have been recounted by the member for St. John's 

West an<l there are inconsistencie!l there. ::ake no wonder there are inconsistencies 

the minister, the Government itself, do not know the reason for its existence. 

That is a question that has to be answered. 

There is another situation that has to be noted with some interest, because 

this ia an election year, to the effect that the Government now intends to 

develop the entire portion of nll of l,e~,•founcHand, the whole of the l'rovince. 

Before this election year we were obessed with resettlement, we- were obessed 

with the fact that there could only be a few r,rowth centres in the Province 
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MR. ~t-\RSHALL: and the rest of the Province wpuld have to paddle on its 

own. Now we find, now we find in this election year that all of Newfoundland 

is going to be taken care of. We are delighted to hear that fact. We hope 

that the Government are sincere in its expressions of it!; desire and at the 

same time will admit that it made a mistake in previous years in abandoning 

so many of the outports of this Province. 

I note that by the employment, I think, employment of Hr. van Es I think . 

arthe special adviser to the minister. Mr. van Es, he is the Deputy 

l-finister. Well he is certainly a very close adyiser to the minister, he was 

involved, I believe, in this MiH-Canada Corridor Development. Here we have, 

I presume that this would be his very, very special interest or one of hi~ 

special interests in the Hid-Canada Corridor concept,encompasses all of 

Labrador and the northern portions of Newfoundland, It is a very interesting 

concept. It should have been gone into by this Government many months ago. 

Many of its programmes ought to -have been implemented, But we see here a 

Deputy 7!inister who was wedded to this idea of Hid-Canada Development that 

we all applaude and agree with, and yet we have the Government of this 
I 

Province telling the people of Labrador that,with the exception of certain 

smaller centers, DREE doe_s not emcompasse Labrador. I would imagine that 

a special a~v_!ser of the Deputy Minister of the Minister would have found 

this rather hard to take. But he really does not have to find this hard 

to take, because the fact of the matter is that, the u~partment of Rep,ional 

Economic Expansion can apply to all of Labrador and not just a certain segment, 

as it was represented to us before or to the people of Newfoundland. 

It seems to me to be utterly incredible that a department of Government 

can be set up for the purpose of implementing a policy which has been laid 

down, as set down by the Federal _Government,and yet two years after this 

policy was set down by the Federal Government and two years after ·.this department 

was established for the purpose of integrating and co-ordinating this pro~ramrne 

of the Federal Governr.ient, the Goveml!lent turns aro,md and says; ''we did not 

really know what DREF: was all about." 
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Ml!. rfARSIIALL: Now if this is the type of planning that we have eir:perienced 

in this Province over the past twenty years, the people of Newfoundland 

will well welcome the change which is about to come in the countcy. 

~~- ROWE, W. H. Nr. Chairman, I will try to deal with a number of the 

points which were raised here tonight, although they probably more properly 

should be dealt with ,.,hen we come to the various sub-heads which are listed 

in the estimates. 

The rne~ber for St. ~ohn's West, Mr. Chairman, you hardly know how to 

tate him at all. He screams, he yells for information frol'l the Government, 

more information on this, that and the other thing. He makes statements on 

various programmes in which the Department of Community and Socia:\._ l)evelopment 

is involved. Ile stands up and decrys the fact that too much information is 

given, that the Government are trying to engulf him, and probably by 

extension the people of Newfoundland in too many facts, too much information. 

A man who always takes the fairest the hon. member always takes the 

fairest possible ground whenever he is criticizing Government poli_cy. His 

motto would be; "you would be damned if you do, and you are doubly damn'ld, 

if you~ not." 
I 

~oU: ·c;annot satisfy him, nr. tlhairman,!lo maccer what you 

try to do. His attitude, I suppose, Sir, is easy to understand, because 

he realizes, I would submit, that the Government through the Department of 

Community and Social Development,having received a commitment in the very 

first year of operation of the Department of R!gional and Economic 

Expansion 1of $82 million.far more than any other Province in Canada, large 

or small including the Province of Quebec, which is surely dear to the 

heart of the !Unister of Ref?ional and Economic Expansion, this Province 

was successful in getting, I believe, $20 million more of a commitment 

from the Federal Government under DREE than that Province, which was the 

second highest, and many more millions of dollars more than any other 

province in Canada, t•7hich indicates to the hon. members opposite, St. John's 

Hestand other hon. members that this Governl'lent does no planning, -t;;hat 

the Department of Community and Social Development does no planning. 
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!1R. P.OI-W., W.N. I suppose it is easy to understand his attitude. As I 

mentioned on the T.V. pror,ramr.,e that brought some ire from the hon. members 

opposite, he is undoubledly involved in his swan song in this House, and 

he realizes that these announcements 1which are made by myself on apart 

of the Government, on behalf of the Government, each one of these announcements 

is another donr in the bell which is ringing out his death knoll politically 

in the Province. 

He likes a statement,a~ain on firm ground, taking the fairest possible 

position, an objective position and mentions one particular project Port 

au Choix 0 Here he is again, Mr. Chariman, we will hear another swan 

sonr,. He was a dead duck last year, he is a swan this year. At least 

his looks are improving somewhat. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: He was an ugly duckingly. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. He was an ugly:,duckingly, he is a swan this year. And we 

are hearing his swan song. 

nr. Chaim.an, he sinp.les out one particular project or ~•o projects 

really, one the l'ort au Cho ix water !>upply, out of all the projects with 

which we have had some trouble. There is no denying that. We have haG 

trouble trying to r,et the detailed planning done within the estimate. The 

best estimate available at the time the agreement was signed, then approved 

by Ottawa as an estimate, ~1e had some difficulty bringing the detailed 

planning within that estimate and further costs developed and further 

planning had to be done to try to reduce the cost of the water and sewer 

system and to try and bring the DREE grant or the DREE commitment up to 

an acceptable level. He singles out one project and condemns the whole 

propramme as a result. Then he singles out another one,the Curling water 

supply system, which had no more relation to the DREE programme as 

announced than a water and set-•er system in some other part of Newfoundland 

or some other part of Canada. It simply was not included in the DREE 

ar,rr.ement, and thP. Council of Corner Brook were desirous of having it 

included. We made,on their behalf,representations to Ottawa to have that 

wat<'r system included but it t•!R!> not part of the orir,inal DP.FE prorra!'ll"le. 

And hc,1, that can re sin!".l<'rl out :irain hy the hon. ne~ber for St. John's l·'.est 

as a rlanket condemnation of the DFJ:E prof>rnm1ce, is heyoncl rne. 
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MR. no11r., W.N. The arterial road, I believe, he mentioned as well,in 

Corner Brook, which hns caused some difficulty. The main difficulty being 

t~at nRF.F. is not involved and will not hecome involved in internal traffic 

prohlems in an urhan area such as St. John's or Corner Brook. What they 

are concerned with is the economic development of a particular area and 

a free flow of traffic directly into and out of that urban area, and they 

are not concerned with internal traffic problems. This was one of the 

major ~ones of contention,as far as the council in Corner Tirook was concerned, 

they wanted to have some other additional linkage made to that arterial road 

to look after their own internal traffic problem. 

We have had delays in getting the DREE programme implemented. No pne 

can deny that. I mentioned it in one of the statements which I made in the 

House t~o or three weeks a~o. I would also like to add to the hon. gentleman's 

statement that. Nova Scotia as well has been involved in some incredible 

delays in trying to get their DREE programme implemented. We have isolated 

some of the problems,One of the major problems would be the fact that it 

is an entirely new programme, entirely new procedures, entirely new 

committees of officials.• Federal and Provincial officials were set up in 

order to try to implement the programme and as they went guidelines and 

procedures had to be developed. Nova Scotia is behind us 1 I am told. by 

Mr. Miller, the representative from DREE in this Province, is behind us 

in getting their programme implemented. I believe one other province, 

without nruning it, because I do not remember the name, but I know one other 

province is also behind us and one province is ahead of us in getting their 

DREE prop,ratnl!le implemented. So to single out this Province as being 

responsihle or as being suffering from lack of planning or any of these 

usual opposition accusations, ?fr. Chairman, just goes beyond the realm of 

fact altogether. 

He mentions the, the hon. the member for St. John's West mentions ~he 

DRF.E incentive, which arplied to this Province and other desi~nated areas 

in Canada. DREE incentives, Hr. Chairman, is a purely Federal proP-ram~e. 

It is ad~inistere<l solely by the Department of Rer.ional and F.eono~ic 

Expansion frn,.. Ottnwa, just like any other purely Federal pror,ramr,e, lil:e thP. 
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!m, P.01-!F., W.N. buildinr, of wharves, OT the putting in of coastal boats or 

some transportation systems or communication systems, We have no legal 

oblir,ation~r no legal Tir,ht to become involved in that purely Federal 

pror,ramme. We have, of course, through the Department of Community and 

Social Development and through the Department of Economic Development, 

headed by my hon. colleague, we had tried to facilitate wherever possible 

the availability of DREE incentive_ funds into this Province. We had 

done so with some success in some cases and a lack of success in other 

cases, We have even taken on members end added members to our staff~ 

of my department, the hon. member's department,in an effort to try to 

facilitate,to get this thing going quicker and to try to avail of the 

DREE incentive which are administered by Ottawa and by Ottawa alone, 

To condemn us as a Provincial Government for the lack of implementation 

of DREE incentives is like condem~ing us for the Department of - the 

poet office or cotr.munications,not getting a satellite up into space. 

We have no more to do with it.legally, than we have with that other 

department which I have mentioned, 

• 
One other point that I would like to brinr. out concerning DREE, Mr. 

Chairman, and I do hope it is taken in the right light, taken in the right 

spirit. The Department of Community and Social Development has on staff 

five or six hir,hly qualified specialist in their field, planners who have 

been devoting full ti~e and I do not mean merely working hours, I mean 

full time to getting plans together for this Province in co-operation with 

every other "line" department, J!ighwJys, 'Municipal Affairs, Public Works, 

Education full co-operation to try to get plans together for presentation 

to Ottawa and to work alonr. with the officials in Ottawa and bring these 

plans to a final fruition or realization, 

As against the five or six officials which I have on staff in the 

Department of Community and Social Development, DREE had,at the latest 

count that I was able to get, 1500 employees, I heard from another source, 

a day or two a~o that, that fir,ure had gone up to 1800 e~ployees bv one 

department in the Government of Canada. r.ir,hteen hundred, thnt fir.ure is 
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MR. P.OPE, W.N: being confirmed I understand. 

Now, !Ir. Chairman, look at that situation 1 l800 hir-hly qualified, highly 

paid olanners, assorted lon~ hairs of various types 1 I would imagine, some 

r,ood, some undoubtedly bad. F.ach one of them anxious and eager to prove 

to their minister and their superiors that they are worth their money, 

That they are providing their monies worth to the Government of Canada. 

And pit a~ainst that , a Sr.tall, a pitifully small in many ways, a Government 

of Newfoundland or P.E.I. or Nova Scotia or New Brunswick ~he have-not 

provinces , r!~. their resources against that kind of human resource that 

they have in the Department of Regional and Economic Expansion, and ask 

yourself, Hr. Chairman, whether you would think that any delays would be 

involved, any unnecessary red tape or fettering bureauccacy is going to 

be involved in the attempt to develop plans and not only develop plans 

but to have implemented plans which have already been developed. 

MR. COLLINS: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. What is that, Mr. Chaiman? 

MR. COLLINS: Inaudible. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Hr. Horrison, we are certainly not ashamed of what we did there. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Morrison M.P., John Morrison,a very much respected H.P. 

in the House of Commons.was the head of the Commons Committee on Ri!gional 

Development. His was the committee which was responsible for watchdogging 
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MR. ROWE (IHY,!flM N.): the DREE and for making suggestions to DREE. 

We were successful in having him come with our Department while the 

House of Commons was closed and act as a consultant, as a liaison with 

Ottawa and to help us in this Province get the plans going, get the 

plans implemented. 

One of the hon. gentleman's colleagues in the House of Commons 

had the temerity, indeed the unbelievable stupidity,in my opinion, to 

come out and condenm this man and by inference condemn the Government of 

Newfoundland for hiring this man, for availing of his services 1 and he 

used some specious argument, conflict of interest or some such thing, 

1~hen the man was doing what he was supposed to be doing, that is trying 

to get regional development going in Canada. Albeit for one specific 

part,for two or three months,and with a tremendous help to this Government 

in our dealings with Ottawa. 

One MP, one Tory MP 1 1n Ottawa, made another one, had the face to 

condemn this man and the Newfoundland Government for entering into that kind 

of a relationship., That will give you an indication, Mr. Chairman, as to 

how naive, I think, the hon. gentlemen opposite are in many respects. It 

could do us no harm, it could only do us good and we did derive some 

benefit from, it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the hon. member for Burin brought up one 

or two points. He mentioned development councils, he mentioned that 

finally the Government is starting to become involved in helpin~ these 

development councils and these rural development associations. 

For a nul!'ber of years past, Sir, the Government of Ncufoundland, 

through this Department again, ha~~been lending advice and assistance and 

financial assistance,by ways of grants to hire rural development workers 

for these councils. It is not something , as he implied, that was forced 

upon the Government or the Department. This Department and the Government 

actually went out and encourar,ed,for years past, this type of a development, 

in order to make sure that there was good representation at the local 

level for the development of rural plans, plans for rural areas, and to help 
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MR. ROWE: implement the rural areas. I announced,on behalf of the Government, 

during the Development Conference which was held recently, that the 

Government wen- going to go further and to make $10,000 grants available 

to each of the rural development associations,which would qualify 

them to meet certain conditions as to how they were going to spend the 

money and that the Newfoundland and Labrador Rual Development Council 

would be recognized as a body which would have overallsurveilance of 

this situation, and that they would get a $25,000 grant. There would 

probably be a total of close to $500,000 spent by the Government for 

this purpose alone,when the whole prograt11111e got under way. 

I was interested in his comments concerning the Fogo Island 

Rural Development Association and again he states or quotes the 

opinion of one man, a partisan writer for a newspaper. 

MR. CROSBIE: How is he partisan? 

MR. ROWE: How is he partisan? Did you not hear the hon. membeq 

MR. CROSBIE: But what way is he parti3an? 

HR. ROWE: He is partisad,politically partisan. 

MR. CROSBIE: The man who wrote ••• 

MR. ROWE: I do not know the man from Adam but I can only assume from 

his writings as to what political position he is taking. He is talking 

about turning out the Government and this sort of thing, That is a nice 

objective. 

Another member of the press was at that meeting, the hon. 

the Premier attended, the hon. Minister of Economic Development attended and 

Mr. Van Es, my Deputy Minister,attended and the hon. member for Burin 

would be well advised to go and talk to that gentleman who is on the staff 

of"The Evening Telegram~• in order to get a more objective idea as to 

exactly what went on at that mini-Conference and not rely, Mr. Chairman, on 

one man I s writings ,even if the man werE' not politically partisan. To come 

into the House of Assembly and to rely on one man's opinion, written in 

an editorial fashion,as to what went on at the Development Conference>and 

pass it off as a fact, in my opinion, Sir, is somewhat beneath contempt. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Like the' file down in the Department of Welfare. That is all 

right. 

MR. ROWE: This is the Department of Community and Social Development now. 

We do not keep files down there. 

MR. EARLE: Do you file files that will be found? 

MR. ROWE: The hon. member for Burin also mentioned certain aspects of 

the resettlement programme and again in his usual and typical clear 

minded fashion, he does not look at the general picture affectini 

resettlement, the successes or the failures generally affecting 

resettlement or the resettlement programme. He seizes upon one instance, 

one marginal instance,as related to him by a gentleman who undoubtedly 

underwent the suffering or facts,as he put it in bis letter;and uses this 

again as a blanket condeDD1ation of the resettlement programme. 

There are ., Mr. Chairman, in every programme certain areas of 

difficulty, problematical areas which we hope to solve, we fight to solve, 

we battle to solve and hope will not recur in the future. But unfortunately 

there are areas, marginal and grey areas in the programme,which always 

cause difficulties and this would apply to any active ongoing programme 

of any Government. 

In the case of the resettlement programme,.Sir 1 it is the policy 

of this Government, as annunciated by the Premier and myself on many 

occasions, not to deprive people of this Province or settlements in this 

Province of services in an effort to get them to resettle to other areas of 

the Province where perhaps services could be provided more cheaply. This is 

the stated policy. 

What happens in some of the aarginal areas, and I have had it 

happen in my own district of ~:rhite Bay South, what happens, Sir, is this -

the Government has a list of priorities of how it can spend monies for 

public services, say,for example,electricity, or water services, wells, 

this sort of thing. The larger problems have to be met first and you 

gradually work your way down to smaller problems, 
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MR. ROWE: At the same time, the Resettlement Programme is going on in 

parallel and at some point in time these two programmes will meet• There 

you see a number of people having moved from an area, probably because 

they could not get service, they voluntarily moved, because the Government 

did not have the money during that particular year to provide the services, 

they moved leaving behind a certain number of people, for whom the governmer.t, 

a couple of years later, is able to provide some basic services -

electricity, wells and this sort of thing, Undoubtedly this is extremely 

annoying to those people wno have left. But it is not the type of thing 

that happens generally, but the type of thing that happens very exceptionally, 

and it is the type of thing that we try and try to avoid in the Department 

of Community and Social Development. 

Mr. Chairman, there are one or two other points which I could 

answei; if they are raised again,but if I remember to answer them as 

we go down through our Estimates I will deal with them at that time, in 

the hope of saving some time and possibly getting through the Estimates 

tonight,if that is possib¾e• I will now sit down and if other questions 

are raised I will be glad to deal with them. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, I have just a few short remarks to make on 

this particular heading and,while DREE was brought up, I would just like 

to mention some of the points made by previous speakers as to announcements 

made over the two year period. 

It reminds me of a story of a politician who said a bridge is 

good for three elections, you promise it in the first one, the second 

one you start to draw the plans, and in the third election you call 

tenders. ilow this is what our DREE programme is something similar to, 

although not over a period of elections because this election has been 

a kind of drawn out-

But I was rather interested at the great Disarmourment Conference, 

as the hon. member calls it, to hear the hon. G. Marchand, he only gets 

about six lines in this, the great Minister and Mr. Ja.mieson gets about 

two paragraphs each, ,~1th reference to this great DREE that we have been 
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MR. MURPHY: listening about, the millions and millions of dollars 

that were projected to be spent and I was listening pretty attentively 

and I see that this here picked up perhaps the significance of some of 

his remarks. 

He said, "I listened carefully to the Premier, of course 

I heard much good news for my Department and I have heard some good 

news for some of my friends,as his colleagues in Government, I will 

telephone them when I get home~• I think that the goals which were 

defined are the goals which are legitimate, there is no doubt about that. 

This is the millions and millions and millions. How they are going to 

fit into our budget I do not know? We will have to discuss that •. " 

How these were, as I gather fr9m his remarks, the great 

promises of millions that were made for all these programmes, but 

apparently thev have not vet set monev . out in the budget for these 

great projects and the budget,as I W1derstand it, will not be brought 

down until some time the middle of next month, So when we get these 

programmes all under way, ,I doubt if it is going to be in time for the 

election, unless there is some great haste made. 

I was rather interested too in a remark with reference to the 

Editor o_f'.'The Fogo Profile~ The hon, Minister said that was only one man's 

opinion. \ell I think that every man has an opinion, Sir. But it reminds 

me of a story in the early years when -we brought baseball back here. We 

were professional on the rules,and we had one dispute which we could not 

settle ourselves, our umpires,by the rule':,book. So I wired the President 

of the :rational Baseball League at the time, we set everything out,, the 

complete story,in this telegraph, asking him to reply as soon as possible, 

So I received his reply and I called together the Executive and I put forward 

his reply to settle it and one guy said, "that is only one man's opinion," 

So ,you know, he was President of the National League,so what could I do 
I 

about it. 

But, :Mr. Chairman, there ik one significant thing i . that I see, 

and we are I 
under general administration and I feel very much like the 
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MR. ?nJRPHY: Premier does insofar as our Newfoundland people are 

concerned. We were quite concerned yesterday, quite upset, when 

there were two hundred and ninety-nine jobs at Churchill Falls that 

were available for our Newfoundland people, or to some Newfoundlanders, 

but apparently they did not have the qualifications to fill these jobs 

which I though1;was rather a terrible state of affairs in view of the 

great advances we have made in education and technology and everything 

for the past twenty-two years. 

But as a friend of nrlne often used to say, in Newfoundland 

you have to have one degree, one degree is enough to get ahead, "C. F. A. , •~ 

that meant you came from away, to get ahead in Newfoundland. 

Now I look at the salaries here and I think it has been mentioned 

briefly by some of the previous speakers, we have Deputy Minister getting 

$34,000 a year, and then the previous deputy minister.whatever happened to 

him, has been relegated now to just a Special Adviser, demoted. 

HON. MEMBER: Promoted. 

Mr., MURPHY: Promoted at $6,000 a year less. That is some promotio~. 

lie lost the title. 

If I could just carry on, just for a moment, Mr. Chairman, 

on the trend of thought I am trying to establish. ThP. Deputy Minister's 

salary is $34,000. There is one Special Adviser $28,540. Now both 

these gentlemen are not Newfoundlanders,all right,but when I look 

through the rest of the salary scales and I -look at the Department of 

Health, where we have a medical doctor, Deputy Minister, getting $25,000 

a year, I believe. Deputy Minister - $30,540, and Assistant Deputy 

Minister - $28,000 and then I looked at the Department of Education and 

Youth - $17,790, Department of Justice, Deputy Minister, I presume he 

is a lawyer with his degree - $25,540 and the average other Deputy 

Minister - $16,000, and the big Department, I suppose you can call it 

the bip, Department - Finance, I think Mr. Peper, I believe he gets 

$25,000. 
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MR. MURPHY: I am just making comparisons here, the Deputy•.Minister 

of Highways - $17,790, there is an engineer. 

I am just wondering where the emphasis is .placed on these 

deputy ministers, these senior Civil Servants. When we look al: men 

like Mr. Channing, and Mr. Coombs and the rest of these men who have 

served this Civil Service for thirty, thirty-five and forty years and 

see people brought in here ,and we take the Minister's word for it that 
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HR. 1-IDRPITY: they have very special qualifications for this job. 

A~i HON. !lf.'tr.ER: Inaudible. 

~U".. MURPHY: Well they will still get the money whether it is contract or 

not. But the great difference -

MR. ROHf., H,tl. There is a lot of difference. 

I!R. ?-nJRPUY: There is a difference. 

UR. ROHE, H.r:. There is no pension, no security measure, no tenure. 

HR. HURPHY: What tenure has a Deputy Minister got? If someone decides to 

fire him tomorrow? 

MR. ROHE, W.N. They are going out in droves,are they not? 

MR. !-IURPllY: Not at all. Not going out in droves, but there is nothing to 

guarantee that half a dozen will not be fired in the next year. 

But, Hr. Chairman, the point which I am making is the great salaries that 

are paid to this Coli'lr.lunity and Social Development. We have others, when we 

come to thel'I, Sir, I will also bring them forward. But, I am just wondering · 

why this great emphasis is put on two gentlemen, $34,000 a year and a special 

a.ivisor $28,540 a year, Hr. van Es, I think, is the Deputy Minister. 

AN EON. l tEHBER: Inaudible. 

r-m • ?ll'RPUY : I do not know. Well, there are different categories, I am 

only dealing with General Administration. 

There are twenty employees in that particular section, General Administration, 

with a total salary of $183,100. That is an average of $9,000 right there. 

It must be one of the best paid departments. Hhen I look at, as I say the 

Department of l!ealth,with the great responsibilities the Deputy Ministers 

have. Hines , Agriculture and Resourc·es , nen who have given many years of 

their life to this service, knm~ledgeable men they must be,to deal with 

mining, ar,riculture and resources. I wonder sometimes, Hr. Chairman, if 

in fairness to these long term-civil servants, when we talk about contracts 

or pensionable rir,hts or anything else, just what the feeling must be among 

these senior civil servants. There are other areas of this department, Sir, 

I think, we can discuss as we cone down to them. But, I feel at the present 

time that that was one item I would like to draw to the attention of the 
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nt. }11.JRPIIY: l!ouse ,the very hi!!;h salaries paid to the Deputy }!inister and 

the special advis~r. 

}TTt. CHAIT:.!WJ: Shall 01 carry? Carried. 02 carried. Shall 2003-01? 

HR. CROSBIE: :-1r. Chairman, this is Plannin~ and Progr=me Development. 

The salaries this year are doubled the salaries last year. Last year 

$63,800, this year $127,700. Could the minister explain why this has 

come about and who is getting the money and what they are doing? 

HR. ROHE, W. ti. ~!r. Chai man, the difference between this year's estimates 

and last year's revised is accounted for by the fact that these officials 

were on contract, as I have mentioned, were not recruited until late last 

year. I think, Mr. van Es, for example, came in July or August, half . the 

year was gone before these men got on. 

ITR. CROSBIE: Mr. van Es is the last section. 

!:R. !!URPHY: Who is the Director General of planning? 

?YR. ROWE, W.11. Hr. van Es, Hr. Chairman, salary carried last year into 

this,under the Planning Prograr,me Development, has now been rooved to 

General Administration. 

MR. !nJR.PllY: General Administration, yes. 

HR. ROWE, W.N. There is now an assistant remaining there and an assitant 

Director of Planning, a dir.ector who looks after the infrastructure, so 

called, public services aspect of DREE, another man who looks after the 

so-called Human Resource Development,Education, Vocational Training Schools, 

Education of the various types. Another man, Dr. MacDonald,who is responsible 

for the Resource Development aspect of DR.EB Planning and Programming. One 

or two others ,,,ho are assistance to these. 

HR. }ITJIU'HY: Who is the Director General,at $25,000? 

l!R. ROWE, P.n. There is nobody there T.hat post is not filled at the 

present time, !Ir. Chairman, since Mr. van Es has moved to the Deputy 

Minister's job. 

?!ll· CROSBIE: Why are the salaries doubled then? The salaries are still 

douhled. 
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!IR. ROWE: H.?~. Salaries are doubled from last year. They are not doubled, 

the revised estimate last year was $95,000. 

~_!!?. MU_RPHY: Last year it was $65,000, this year it is $127 ,OOrJ. 

HR. ROWE , W.N. The revised estimate was $68,000, the original estimate was 

$95,000. We expected there would be some savings because of late recruitment. 

The recruitment was later than we thought , so the revised ,,,as even less than 

the original estimate. This year, Mr. Chairman, they will be on all year 

and that nccounts for the fact that the amount estimates for their salaries 

is doubled the revised estimate. Am I making myself clear? 

Jffi • MURPIIY : No • 

MR. ROWE , W.N. Well what do you want me to do, draw pictures, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. MURPHY: In the first instance the Deputy Minister, }fr. van Es has been 

taken out of here and put there. 

MR. ROWF. , W.N. So what? Mr. van Es,the present Deputy MinistEr, the then 

Director General of Planning,as he was called, is one man out of a-half a 

dozen, nine or something out of the whole Planning -

MR. MURPHY:· He represents just about one-third of the vote $34,000. 

!'R. ABBOTT: Phat is goirtg on here? 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Re represents, 'Hr. Chaiman, of the total yearly vote, his 

$34,000 does not represent one-third. 

Let me go through it again, Mr. Chairman, if I had some charts here I 

could draw a few pictures. 

'MR. HICKMAN: Well to simplify it, if you would indicate to the Committee 

when these gentlemen were hired last year? 

'1-fP.. ROWE , W.N. Well, let me see here, here is a news release Aur,ust 2R, 1970, 

which says that these five appointments have been made, so they were made 

shortly before that, ,,,hich left ~lay, June, July. 

'1-'R. ROBERTS: Which was only seven months out of the year. 

~!R. ROWE, W.N. Half the year. 

MR. HICKMAN: No, more than that. 

tlR. ROWE. W.N~ If vou look in the salary details, Hr. Chairman, it is all 

set out there. The Director General of Planning,$25,000,that is not filled 
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~!R. ROWE , W.N. presently. 

~IR: MURPllY: Not filled 1that is ri~ht. 

!fR. RO__l·~~LN. Assistant nirector $24,000. 

PR. MUP.l'HY: lt usually has a dash there when it is not filled, but there 

is one in front of it. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. I wonder just why? We expect to fill it within, we have 

authority to fill the post, why put a dash there? If we were going to drop 

it out, we would probably put a dash there or next year we would. But rip.ht 

now lo."e have authority to fill it, and we intend to recurit for it. 

The salaries set out there, Mr. Chairman, I do not know what the problem is. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, before this carries, I would like a full complete 

and detailed explanation of what this extra assistance $59.00 is? Surely 

the House is entitled to an explanation of that. 

MR. ROWE, W.N. That is for another poll Mr. Chairman, we did not like the 

last one, Mr. Chairman, according to the hon. gentleman. 

~IR.. CHAIPJlAN: Shall 01 carry? 

MR. C~OSBIE: Just before we· leave 01, Mr. Chairman, could the minister tell 

us what 1'1r. Sametz is doing now• he is a special adviser, but special ad•Tisor 

to whom? And what does he advise about? I mean you have got a Deputy Minister, 

what is a special adviser advised by? 

HR. ROHE, W.N. Well, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Sametz,who was the Deputy Minister 

and carried the load for the DR.EE Programme, Planning and Programming for 

the first agreement, largely himself, I do not mind saying, with some assistance 

by way of consultant fees anci what not. He decidedJafter the two years he 

put in at that, that perhaps his ~orte and his desires and his forte as far 

as we were concerned were other activities of the Government,such as assisting 

the hon. my colleague here ,the Acting Minister of Labour,on the Manpower thing. 

Ke is working on that, and generally co-ordinating various plans coming in 

from the other"line" departments,i~to the Depart~ent of Com~unity and Social 

Develormen~ and advising me on them, as the Minister. He also assists in, 

takes a leadin~ part in the whole planninv. and prop.ramminr, of the DRF.F. a~reements 

and ancillary things. Jle is not necessarily restricted to the DP.EE thinP,, 
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MR. R0HF. , W.N. as the other staff members are in that particular subhead. 

MR. Cf,.\Ir.MAU: Shall 01 carry? 

On Hotion 2003-01 throu~h 2003- 02-0R carried. 

rrn • CROSJHE : 03 - Consultants. Who are the consultants, Mr. Chairman, 

this is an amount of $224,000 for consultants, who would they be? 

MR. ROWE, W.N. Well no consultants as such named right now, Mr. Chairman, 

$200,000 of that subhead, $224,000, I believe, is the subhead, $200,000 

of this subhead covers Federal/Provincial studies to be undertaken this 

year in an effort to qualify various other projects, Here I am on very 

danyerous ground because I am pulling the wool ove~ the peoples eyes, according 

to the member for St. John's West. In an effort to try and qualify various 

projects in the Province for inclusion in the DFEE a~reements, ~!r. Chairman. 

This will be $100,000 recoverable from the Federal Government, 50-50 as 

can be seen from 2003-10-01. 

On motion item carried. 

On motion, that the Committee rise and report havinr, passed 

estimates of expenditure; Headin~s: Xl, Social Services and Pehahilitation, 

all items, report progress and ask leave to sit a~ain, ~r. Soeaker returned 

to the Chair: 

On motion report received and adopted. 

MR SPEAKER· It now bein,z 11:00 P.~'., I do leave the Chair until tomorrow, 

Wednesday, ?-fay 19, 1971, at 3:00 P.H. 
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