















































































































































































































































































































































May 20, 1971 (Night) Tape Ho., 713 BC -5

MR, ROBERTS: d4ts facts, snd that is so, Mr. Chairman. Rav effluence
floating into Renniles River is certain a pollution problem. It is
obviously a health problem but ,at the same time,if it Js not an immediate
health problem, we do not act through health we act through CAWSA and
we work very closely.
br. Severs, the Chief Medical Health Officer, and Mr. Strong,
the Chief Health Inspector, and all their staff, work in close llaison,
and 1t is getting closer.
AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible:
MR. ROBERTS: Well we looked at that, Mr., Chairman, and we came to the
conclusion that it was two different types:of concern, Dr. Severs,
Mr. Strong and those people do a preat deal else besides this type of
thing. You know, it is one of these questions, six of one and a half
dozen of the other. Really 1 suspect there is no satisfactory answer. 1he
pattern across Canada seems to be the same one as we had. It seems to be
the pattern.

Ottawa is golng to follow 1t with thelr new whatever Department
Mr. bavis is the Head, The Department of Environment,and then the Department
of Health will retain responsibilities.

I do not want to add very much. I have not got a report yet.
When I get a report 1 know what we can do and whatever we can do will be

done. There is a problem there, there 1s no doubt at all about that.

The bad drugs thing, I quite agree with what the hon. gentleman
said, We would be derelict if we had any information about bad drugs that
we did not send to hospitals and medical people. The primary responsibiliity
is Ottawa,which does send directly te hosiptals but, of course,any information
we have 1s passed on. An example would be, {this later came out in the
newspapers) three or four wecks ago there was a preparation, used I believe
“in intravenous feeding,that in the United States they found a dozen or so
cases of infection that they thought related to it, Otta;a sent us a telepram
about {t, Vithin hours the contents of that telegram ;ere in the hands of each

of the forty odd hespitals in Newfoundland. Thev were ordered to withdraw
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