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The House meb at 3:00 P.M,

Mr. Speaker in the Chailr.
PRESENTING PETTTEONS:

MR. AYLWARD: Mr. Speaker, T beg leave to present a petition
signed by the residents of Leng Harbour im support of a petition

by the people and the residents of Mount Arlington Reights, with
respect to the request of the residents of the area to have the

road paved from Long Harbour to Mount Arlington Heights.

My, Speaker, T note from the llst of projects tabled,
indicating the improvements and recomstruction which the “Minister of
Highways tabled, that the road from the Trans.Canada to Long Harbour,
for a distance of 7.5 miles, is being paved this vear, The residents
of Mount Arlinpgton Heights and Long Harbour note the presence of this
equipment and construction work in the area and are also aware that
the paving is about to end at Long Harbecur.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the distance of the road,from where the
pavement apparently is to end to Mount Arlington Helghts, 1s a distance
of approximately one mile and a-half to two miles. This entire stretch
of road passes through the commun ty of Mount Arlington Heights and
there are dwellings situated on each side of the road and it is Ip
fact, Mr. Speaker, the only road through the community.

This is a very, very important plece of road hecause the

children, from the area of Mount Arlington Heights, travel to Long Harbour

to school, Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of the members and the

minister of the department where this relates, the St, Jerome's Elementary

School in Long Rarbour as well as the pupils in St. Rartholomew's Elementary

School as well as the residents have signed the peitition in support

of the prayer that this road be paved.

it is pointed out in the prayer, Mr. Speaker, that throughout

the ve: the children from Mount Arlingron Heights are obliged to travel
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MR. AYLWARD: = ower this road and it is in a terrible condition,

Anyone who 13 famlliar with the ayvea at all must realize
that there is a very, very'steep incline going down into Mount
Arlington Helghts and that in the winter, and T pointed this out
to the House before, during the spring of this year it was Just
impossible to get a truck or car from Mount Arlingten Heights to
Long Harbour.

Considering the fact that the children are obliged to
travel this portion of the road all year round, particularly at winter,
considering the dangercus condition in winter and also the terrible
inconvenlence and nuisance that the residents of the area are obliged
to tolerate as a vesult of the dust, T strongly support the prayer
of this petition and ask that it be referred to the department to which
it relates and that that matter be given prompt attention because
the construction company and the equipment is presently in the area
and I respectfully submit that it would cost much less to pave it now
than later on,

MR, THOMS: Mr, Chairman, on behalf of the members on this side of the
House, I rise and sincerely and whele-heartedly support the prayer of
this petition for the upgrading smd paving of the road from Long
flarbour to Mount Arlimgton Heights.

I trust, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister of Highways, in
consultatlion with the Minister of Finance, will see fit to provide
the necessary funds for this worthy cause, While they are considering’
it, Mr. Speaker, I hope they would consilder also to provide money for
the other districts of our province which I note have been deleted from
the highway programme of recomstruetion, new comstruction and bridges
for the coming vear.

There are many areas of this province which need good..
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. I think the hon. member should stick to

supporting the petitlon rather than wandering on to another.
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MR. THOMS: Thank you, Mr., Chairman. May I close by saying that we

all here support this petition and I certainly hope and trust that

the praver of this petition will be carried out in 1972,
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MR, ROWE (¥.B.): I would like to address a questlon to the hen,

Minister of Fducatlon., Has he me: with a Miss Judy Yorman, concerning
her certification in the teaching profession vet?
MR, CARTER: VYes, Mr. Spesker, I hawve,

MR, ROWE {F.B,): Mr. Speaker, can the minister tell this honouvable House

what is the goverament's stand or policy concevning the certification
of individuals who feel thelr religious belief is s private and personal
affalr?
MR, CARTER: Mr. Speaker, our relstions with teachers and teachers who
are to be certified Is governed by law., The law very carefully spells
out what the relationships should be. Contrary to popular opilunlen,
a person may be certified as a teacher who holds an{ religions views
that are possible to be held. They can be christian ox non-christian
and they can be of any sex and any christian or non-christian belief,
They can also be - a person can be certified who does not hold any
belief, Now I will read the relevant passage if I may. It is section 5
{c) of "An Act To Amend And Consolidate The Law Relating To The Training
And Classification Of Teachers, May 23, 1968." It statea: "Every board
shall be responsible for examining all applications feor initial teaching
certificates or licences,not including examining into academic or
professional qualiffcations of appllicants,from persons who are adherents
of the recognized denomination or of any of the group of recognized
denominations It represents and £rom persons who are not such adherents
but who wish to teach in the schools of that recognized denowmination or
group of recognlzed denominations,and recommending to the registrar
for certification or licenclng those persons it considers to be suitable
therefore:"

Now the operative words in wmy opinion are'with those persons
it considers to be suitable." The Denominational Educational Committee has

considered the case of Migs Judy Norman and has found her not to be suitable
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Mr. Carter

for licencing. I might add that this is their power,enshrined in law.
Whether or not one agrees or disagrees with it, is another matter.

It is the law of the land and as elected representatives of the
province, we are pledged to uphold the law, I might add for those
who say that this power should not be held by committee, this power
is also held (the honourable gentleman knows this very well) by
school boards, The school board may or may not employ a teacher and
does not necessarily have to -

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR, CARTER; ©No, it has do with employment, One has to do with
certification and the other has te do with employment.

MR, ROWE (F.B.): A supplementary question: Can the minister explain

why the D.E.C found Miss Norman not to be suitable?

MR, CARTER: I think the anaswer there, Mr., Speaker, would be that
while the Denominational Educational Committees are not looking

for hot gospelers, nevertheless they would like to have a falrly
straight and non-hostile answer to a question that is on the form

or on the application form. It is my understanding that the person

in question was not particularly co-operative in answer that particular
question. Her answers and type of reply and her attitude generally

left the clear impression that.she would not be suitable.
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MR, ROWE(F.B.}: Mr. Speaker, am T to understand then that Miss Norman's

certification has been refused becaunse ghe herself refused to reveal
her relipious affiliation.
MR. CARTER: 'The refusal of certification for Miss Norman rests with
the Denominational Fducation Committes and the right to that refusal
rests In the legisiation which T have just read out. But it is my
understanding that she has been found by that committec to be
unsuitable.
MR. RORERTS: Mr. Speaker, 1{f the minister would permlt a further
supplementary, arising out of one of the answers he has given. e
said and I think I am quoting him accurately but maybe not precisely
word for word, that the DEC involvement, who has the statutory right
to recommend, that they are not lvoking for, ¥ think the minister's
phrase was "hot gospelers” hut they do expect less than non-hostile
answers., I thick that was the way the minister put it. Now that
leads inevitably to ask what answer Miss Norman gave to the question,
because the information which I have,which is only the public
information,ls that she mave no answer to the duestion. The minlster
1s Inferring and I ask him if he counld go further, that she may have
gone further than sald no answer and made an answer which was offensive
or hostlle, to use hls reason.

Could the minister tell us then what answer Miss Norman did
make to the relevant question?
MR, CARTER: As the honourable Leader of the Opposition quite well
knows, T certainly was not in on any interview with Miss Norman and
the Denominational Fducation Commlttee but it is my understanding
that her answers were of such a nature as to led to the conclusion
that she would not be a suitable teacher and this is all I know.
MR. ROBERTS: s the honourable minister’s conclusion in the opinion

of the D.E.C.?

2548



June 22, 1672 Tape 924 JM ~ 2

MR. GARTER:  Yes.

MR. ROBERTS: Then a further question, has Miss Norman any recourse
at all now or is she condemned either to come up with answers suitable
to the D.E.C. or to abandon her quest for a teaching certificate?

MR. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I think that her logical recourse would

he to the Denominaticnal, This 1s a personal opinion, Her recourse
would be to the Denominational Education Committee to polnt out to
them that while she does not belonp to a recognized or does not feel
that she belongs to a recopnized relipious affiliation nevertheless
she is not openly hostile towards religilon,and the D.E.C.'s might

be prepared to take another look at it. But unless she gives some
concrete evidence of no hostility towards religion In general, then

T do not see how her application can he reconsidered by that body,

and the honourable lLeader of the Oppesition knows full well that

that body has the right to certify or not to certlfy teachers in this
nrovince.

MR. ROBERTS: WMr. Speaker, I am in a broad way familiar with the
lepislation and so forth,but is the minister then saving the real
reason, as he understands it and I realize his knowledge is second
hand, the real reason why Miss Norman's application was not recommended
by the D.F.C. concerned is that she was hostile to religion? Now

that is obviously a different thing, Mr. Speaker, than having neo
religion. Tt is ene thing to say siwoly T am an athelst. I de not knew
if that is having - it is having a religious view but it is hardly

a relipion but it 1s a religious belief. But what T am getting at,
Mr. Sneaker, and T appreciate Your Honour's - because I think this

is of interest to zll members, it is one thing to say 1 do not hold
any of the recognized relipious beliefs and it is another thing to

say that T am a deist or I am an atheist or I am a pantheist or

an agnostic or a buddhist or what have you, all of them accepted views
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towards religion, maybe not our views. but it 1s another thing .But
if the young lady was hostile to religion or hostile towards religious
views. Could the minister make it clear because,listening to his

answer,T am getting the Impression that her
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MR. ROBERTS: problem 1s not that she held a view other than
thase recognized denowminations or even held no view hut apparently
that she was hostile, which can only mean that in an interview,

I gather it was an interview and not a writteu questionnaire, she
went beyond saying,hI have no religion?and used other words.

MR, CARTER: Tt is my understanding, Mr. Speaker, that there had
been many Interviews and the conclusion reached by the certifying
authorities are that she is not suitable to be certified as a teacher,
More than that I really canmot say. But it is refreshing to note and
contrary to popular belief that there is no legislative bar towards and
a teacher may hold any view that he wishes, he or she wishes,but
gtill also the power to certify teachers rest with the denominational
educatlion committes, 1 would submit to honourable members that the
power to certify a teacher has to rest with somebody whether it be
the Lieutenant Governor—-in-Council, but it must ultimately rest with
somebody.

MR. ROWE. W.N. Mr. Chairman, again I appreciate Your Honour's
latitude on this question, but T think it is a matter of extreme
importance. Are we in the House or Miss Norman, Mrs. or Miss Norman,
I guess, Miss Norman,or any other teacher ?Do we have to accept a
statement which the minister has obviously gotten from somebody or
other repgarding Miss Norman's suitability for certification or

her uynsuitability for certification Do we have to accept that or

ig there some other process by which the thing can be investigated
or ig there some process by which it can be appealed? Because it

is of utmost importance to her, she is not permitted to practice her
profession. Could the minister answer that.

MR. CARTER: T am sorry, would the honourable gentleman repeat the
latter,

MR. ROWE, W.N. Mr, Chairman, if there is some further process

available, not only to Miss Norman, T mean she is one of several
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ME,

ROWE: W.N. thousand teschers or several hundred personswho may be

affacted by thls type of vthiag. I am wondering Lf there is some further
process opan to her ox anvhody else or us for that matter vhereby we

do not have to merely accept the statement made by the winilater,which

iz second hand to him, do not have to merely accept that statement as to
her sultability or wnsoitablility o teach but vheveby she can gither
apopeal or anybody can appaal or whareby the matter can be inveatigated

to make sure that she is not helnp denied certdifeation as a teacher
which 1s her chosen profession,on sowe other untenabls or wnjust

srounds. T mean is there some process wow to look behind these
statemants?

MR, CARTER

1 would have o say, Mr. Speaker, T have tremendous

confldence in the ablility and the qualification of the Denominational

Educational Committee, as regarding thelr ability te cereifly or not

to ecertlfy a teacher or an appllicant for a teachers certificate. As

for asking for aanother hearving, T am sure that they would be more than

hanpy to hear it. There is no doubt in my mind that they are prepared

to justify their action.

MR, ROBERTH: Mr. Speaker, there Is no questlon about the abillty that he
precelved, but to rephrage the question agaln; Has Miss MNorman, has

she any other coursss of action open to her? The minister eavlier sald,

in reply to a supplementary question,that she could go back to the DECs,

but at some polnt he alse sald that there had been a number of luterviews.

But presumably the DFECs have declded, they have gone as far as they are

golng to go  They have heard vhat they wish to hear and they have given

Migs Norman an opportuniiy to say what she wished to say. TIs the matter

cloged? Does the young lady now have the optlon of glviang up and going

elsawhere or taking up seanatress work,anything other than teaching,ox

has she some other course of actlon open to hex?

MR, CARTER: The reason why theve were a number of laterviews, My, Speaker,

was that first of all she racelved her orilpinal teachersg training grantwhich
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MR, CARTER: was given to her under the auspices of the R.C. Board.

But then apparently the answer she gave to the question was that she was
not a Roman Catholic. So she applied, I think it was teo the Denominational
Integrated Board,for certification and then,of course, when she refused
to answer the question as to her veligion affiliation, she was then
referred back to the R.C. Certification Board. So she has been doing
the rounds of the various denominational certification committees.

In one case she would go to see Mr. Cliff Hatcher and in another case
she would po to see Dr, Kevin Tracey. Because first of all this is

a question that must be anewered or is required to be answered and

no satlsfactory answer was given. She was given T feel, Mr. Speaker,
every possihle chance to make her views known to the certification
committee, I think they had ample opportunity to examine her
qualifications and I would say that she has been dealt with extremely
fairly and extremely generously and T do not think there is any more

she can do at the moment. But at the same time,l1f she feels, 1f she
does have some points that were not raised, that were not made known,
then she could very well go bhack to them. But I cannot see any other
recourse for it at the moment.

MR. ROBERTS: In other words, Mr. Speaker,

2533



June 22, 1972 Tape No. 926 NC - 1

MR, ROBERYS: and this will be my final, Your Honour ...
MR, SPEARER: I would irst Yike to polnt out to hon. member,
that 4n Beauschne, page 147, section 171 "n'", in connectilon
with a questlion or order written 1¢ says: "..: pust not ask a
solution of a legal proposition, such as interpretation of the
Statutes or a ministers own powers..." and I think that it might
be getting involved in this.
MR. ROBERTS: I thank Your Honpur for the reference to ¢he citatiom. It is
similar to the other enes, We cannot ask what legal advice has been
tendered the Crown, but it was the wlalster himself who purported
to interpret the Statute and we of course did wvot ask him for amy
Interpretation. Are we then to conclude that the minister feels that
the matter has been dealt with satisfactorily? I guess that is the
nub of 1t at this stage, Mr, Speaker,
MR, CARTER: No, I am not entirely satisfied but as the law exists now,
we must uphold the law that we inherltdd when we came into office and
as the law exists now we must uphold {t.

We presume it could be changed, but T think this is
beyond the scope of thils particular question and I think, Mr. Speaker,
I would submit that I have aunswered the guestion as fully as possible
under the present circumsiances.
MR, ROBERTS: May I then ask the Premler what action this administration
Intend to take with reference to this matter? Since obviously it is
not to dile here,
MR. MOORES: WMr. Speaker, this whole question of what has arisen in
this young lady's case 1s one that brings up a much broader problenm
than just a specific applicaticen that she made. At the prement time,
as we have seen it, the application she has made through the avenues
that ghe could make them; has reached a dead end In that she has

been rejected for that position by the structure,as it presently stands
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and according to the law which we as a govermment must uphold, as
it is written, The fact that such a law 13 as restrictive as it 1s,
may or may not mean that It I1s a good law, As a matter of fact, from
a personal observation, it may not be a good law. We are talking about
human rights and all that goes with soclety today.

There ig a possibility that the law may have &o bhe
rewritten but 1t presently exists and I think, when we are
talking about human rights in society, it is one that deserves the
consideration of this government as quickly as we can get it.
MR. ROBERTS: Mr, Speaker, I thank the Premier and it may well
be that Miss Norman has found a flaw in the system that has never
cropped up before, Than may T ask the Premier 1f the administratiom
are considering taking further steps in this matter? I mean, to come
back again,and I appreciate the Education Minister could not go further,
des the young lady have to let it die? Has she gone as far as she
can go or are there further steps that may be taken?
particular complaint in this case, I would certainly hope that she would
not let it die, I think we have an obligation as a government to make
sure that it 1s studied and studied with all aspects of soclety taken into
consideration as oppesed te auy one initial statement.
MR. ROBERTS: I thank the Premier again., 1 agree that hard cases make
bad law, T mean,a principle can be raised by one pexson but it is
not- We have no particular concern for Miss Norman, it is the
principle 1n which she is involved. T ecan assure the Premjer that
we will on our side not let it die, I believe that he will not
let it die elther.

On motion that the louse go into Committee of Supply,
Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
MR, NEARY: With regard to 1101-0%, Mr. Chairman, I hope that T can

wind up my few introductary remarks, at least to the Department of
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3ocial Services and Rehabilitation. [ am hoplng, Mr. Chairman, the
fionourable Premier will stay in his seat this afternoon, he may learn
something. TIf tbe honourable Minister of Finance wants to run out
of the House, he ig quite welcome to do so.

Mr, Chairman, when the committee rose yesterday at
#ix o'clock, T was talking about unemployment in the province and
I was about to deal with the statistles, the unemployment figures that
were released as of the end of May, I do not think, Mr. Chairman,
that anyone in Newfoundland was surprised at the increase in the

unemployment rate in our province as of the end of May
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compared to May a year ago. ¥ submit, Sir, that 1f it had
not been for the federal govermment's local incentives proiects I
bet that the increase in unemployment would have been three times
as great as 1t was at the end of May, compared te May a year ago.

Ottawa's Liberal Govermment Silr, has bailed out our own
inexperienced P.C. Government who have not, since January 18th, come
up with a single new industry to provide work for our people who
are on welfare or on unemployment insurance. But instead Mr, Chairman,
with their half-witted partisan apprcach to the linerboard mill and
Come By Chance projects they have done everything in thelr power, Sir,
to discourage outside businessmen from coming into Newfoundland and
Labrador. The get-tough approach of the minister of Finance, Sir,
to world industrialists can only do harm for Newfoundland.

8ir, his policy of getting our own Newfoundland millionaires, our
native millionaires, te start up labour-intensive projects and risk
their capital, I am afrald it is going to be a falilure. Unless the
minister has a guarantee that our own native millionalres are going
to do this. There 1s no sign of this so far, Mr. Chairman. I do
not know if the minister is golng to be able to con his fellow
millionaires into such economic patriotism. 1 hope he can,Sir.

If not 1 am afrald that unemployment iz going to skyrocket in this
province over the fall and winter months.

Planning, Sir, planning, this is what they talk about, long-range
planning,Mr. Chairman. Welfare recipients canmot put that in thelr
oven for Sunday dinner. Long-range planning, my foot!  Yesterday
the fish were down in the back of a truck, no market, The minister
of Fisheries said we have it included in our long-range planning.
The fall of the year will roll around, Mr. Chairman, fall session of

the House, A fall session of the House, let us discuss long-range
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plannding. Unemployment rampant in the province. People going

ou welfare. What is the answer? The minister of tinance says

"ok, do not worry about it long~range planning will take care of this.”
What utter nonsense, Mr. Chairman. Nonsense! Hogwash! No wonder
the minister of Finance is on the pill. No wonder, Sir!

Now, Mr. Chairman, when the minister of Social Services stands
in his place to answer some of the points that 1 have raised,as I am
sure he will, I would itke for the winister to inform the House, if
he has an executive assistant, what the name of that person is and
what the salary of his executive assistant 187 I would like to have
that 1little piece of information.

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 think basically, after listening to the

honourable minister’s general remarks yesterday, thinking about it

last night that really there was nothing new in
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what the honourable minister said, He ig tust merely following out
nolicies that were lald down by the nrevicus administration. As I
indicated vesterday, 8ir, as pood as these pelicies were, as pood as
they were,they are nov outdated. I think the welfare system, Sir, as
we know it today, is obsolete. It should be replaced with a more
realistic system. That is why I suggested to the minister yesterday
that he proceed with the plans that we had,to experiment with the
guaranteed annual inceme in the province and te take advantage of
Ottawa's generosity in carrying out make.work projects in the province.

I think the department has to take a completely new direction,
$ir, take a new course, chart a new course. The honourable minister
should not be scared of making mistakes. When I was in that departmnet,
Mr. Chairman. I made a few mistakes, hut I think I did more pood than
I did harm. Sir, one thing T can say 1s that I had the interest of the
poor people in this province at heart. T do not think anvbedy on the
opposite side cap deny me that,

The honourable member for Marbour Grace shakes his head, says
"Ho'". That is right. We even increased the funeral allowance for
indigent people,when I was winister of that department. I think the
honourable member applauded me for that. He is a member of the Tuneral
Directors' Association. T do not know if I will get a cut-rate, Sir.

T do not know if I will get a cut-rate. Maybe T will. Ivery time the
hon, gentleman looks at me,l think he is taking my measure, Mr. Chalrman.
However, Sir, we did make tremendous progress in that
department, But, Sir, the system is obsolete. I am afraid that I have to
keep repeating that, Mr. Chairman. I think the minister would do well to
try and build on the foundation that we left behind. Chart a new course
for the Daepartment of Social Services and Rehabilitation. Chart a new

course, Sir, I think this is very necessary.

Let me give the House a few examples of some of the improvements
that were made in about the last year and a-~-half, Sir, that 1 was

minister of that department. We increased soccial assistance rates for
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people on short—-ferm assistance to parity with those of the unemployed
invalids. That is those who are certlfied to be medically unfit for
work. As I sald yesterday, Sir, we provided as a matzer of entitlement
instead of on the existing hit-amd-miss basis, social assistance
allowances to single able-bodied males, We permitted the vetentlon of
earnings on a scale that I presuwe is being set up now by

departmental regulations. The regulatilons had not gone out (or they
might have gone out) up to the time, Mr. Chairman, that T left the
depar tment:,

We incressed the fuel allowance, Siv. We gave grants to the
spouse of old ape pensioners who were not themselves of the ape to be
eligible for old age pensions. We provided visiting services to the
elderly, vho preferred to remaln In their own homes, Sir, to instltutlonal
residences. Following tesearch inte the extent, nreed for establishment
of local residences for the aged throughout the province, Sir, we began
this programme that I eutlined yesterday of residential type homes. We
made commitments to Lewisporte, to 5t, Anthony and we were taking a look
at the South Coast.

While T am on that subject, Mr. Chairman, T wonder if the
minister,vhen he stands to answer some of these questions, would tell
us what is happening in Stephenville Crossing? I understand the committee
out there has a substantial amount of monay. They have been trying to
get a senlor citlzens' home started in Stephenville Crossing for the
last few vears. T do not know if there are any new developments on that.
I am sure that the honourable member for St. George's would be interested
in finding out if they are golng to get thelr home.

Talking about senilor citizens' homes, Mr. Chalrman, let me
make it abundantly clear. 1 do not know what is causing i, but today
it seems that every community in Mewfoundland wants a senilor citizens'
home. The reaseon they want a senlor citlzens' home, $ir, is that they
think it creates employment. They think %t ig a big industry. "Senlor

citizens' homes, let us have one, put people to work,” Sir, that is not
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the purpose for having senior citizens' homes. They forget about the
care of the people who are poing to live in these homes. BSo, 1 would
say. Mr. Chairman, that we had adopted the right policy. We were going
to strateglcally locate residential type homes n various parts of the
province, and then in the mator centres,as I indicated yesterday, ve
would have nursing-care homes. The Minister of Community and Social
Development went oul to Central Newfoundland over the weekend, ranting

and raving, "No bedridden
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My, Nearty,
patients he sald Iln the new senior cltizens home in

Y The honourable minister must have been guoted incorrectly.

Grand Falls,
He nust have been quoted incoryectly. There s provision., 1 Inform

the minlstexr right now that there is provision for bed-ridden patients

in that home. T am quoting the honourable minister from the radie station

in Grand Falls, CJCN said dt., TIf the minister was quoted incovrectly,

why does he not rectify 17 L will give the minister an opportunity

to rectify that right now,

MR, SENTOR: I think that can be answered very simply,Mr. Chairman,

I was not in Grand Falls on the weekeud.

MR, NEARY: — Mr, Chalyman, there 1s such » thing as 2 telephone,

It could have been a telephone interview. The honourable minister

said that he was golng te correct it. Well let us hear him correct

it,

HR, SENIOR: T have not had any conversations with CJCN in Grand

Falls concerning —

MR, NEARY: Well there was a veport,Mr. Chairman,that the honourable

minister let 1t be know du the Central Newfoundiand area that there would

be no bed-ridden paiients 4n that nev senlor cltizens home in Grand Falls.

MR, SENIOR: Mr. Chalrman, on a pednt ef oxder: I have already said

that T did not make any such statements, The honourable member parsists

in saying that 1 wade a statement. did.uot make a statement I would appreciate
it 1€ vou would accept that as the truth and not keep harping on something
which Is not true. T have sat ascross on this slde of the House (I am

not geing to make a speech now because my turn is coming in a day or so

and I have some time at my dispesal then to deal with the things which 1

want ©o deal with) and I am sick and tired of sitting on this side of

the House and hear the honourable wmembers on the other side making accusations
about things which happened in the Grand Falls District which are just not true,

MR, NEARY: 1Is that a point or order, Mr, Chalrman? What is the peint

of order, Mr, Chairman?
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MR, CHAIRMAN: The usage and custom which has developed state

that the statement of a member of this honourable House cannot be
contradicted by an individval or statements of individuals outside
of this honourable House, I think that that is what the honourable
minister may have been afraid of happening. However, I am sure that
the hon. member for Bell Island did not intend it this way, did not
intend for it to be taken this way.

AMR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the statement was attributed to the honourable
minister

MR, SENTOR: It was not made,

MR. NEARY: ~ Mr. Chalrman, the honourable minister has denied it
and I am glad he denied 1t. It was attributed to the honourable
minister, There was a strong rumour in Grand Falls last week, Sir,
or within the last ten days =

MR, SENIOR: You made the statement. You did not say it was a rumour.
MR, NEARY:  Hold on now! Hold on, Mr, Chairman! Hold it. There
was a strong rumour in Grand Falls within the last ten days that the
senior citizens home had been scrapped, that it was not going to go
ahead, Sir.

MR, SENIOR: Why are you changing the subject?
MR, NEARY:  Walt, I am coming to it. The minister, the member for
Grand Falls,was asked to comment and during his comment one of the
things that he said apparently,as it has been reported to me, attributed
to the honourable member, was that there would no bed-ridden patients
in the senior citizens'home, Now the honourable member denled it.
MR. SENIOR: Mr, Chairman, I object,

MR. NEARY: I accept that,

MR. CHAIRMAN: The statement of an honourable member has to be
accepted in this House.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I accept the honourable member's denial,

MR, SENIOR: I am sick and tived of accusations which are not true.and
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Mr. SBanior.

being reported in the press by people from the outsiie.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chalzman, I accept the honourable member’s deunlal

that he made such a statement,

MR, SENIOR:  Well shut wp, L1f vou zccept it.

MR. NEARY: Mr, Chairman, why are they getting so cranky? Why

are they so jumpy. I realfze it ds a fine day, Sir. I would like to
be cut myself. We have to carry os the business. But, Sir, we have to
carry on the business of this provinca, I want to ask the Minister of
Social Services and Rehabilllatlon and T aw sure the hon., mewmbey for
Grand Falls will want to know this to: Is that howe golmg ahead this
yeaxr?  The honourable member says that iv is definitely poing ahead,
Well we will find out when the hon. Minister of Social Serviees and
Rehabillation geta to his faet,

MR, CROSBIE: {(Tnaudibie},

MR, NEARY: = Ah, there {s the boss back again. He did not stay long.

He did not take to the open read at all,

AN HOM. MFEMBER: They are very touchy now.

MR, NEARY: They are petting juwpy , Mr. Chairman, They are getting cranky.
they are really cranky now, They canunot take it. They can dish 1t out

by they camnot take it, Sir, I sat over there for eleven vears and 1 saw
that Minister of Tinunce wear a groove in the House.He wore a groove in

the House going back and forth. I learned a lot from him. I guarantee
you that the Minister of Finance -

MR, CHAIRMAN: = Order. Ovrder! I believe that the honourable member is
being diverted from the discussion which is on the management of

the heading Soeclal Services and Rehsbiliation.

(MR, NEARY: Me. Chalrman, you are absolutely right, Sir, I do not know

whiy I opened up the Newfoundland Liguor Commission.

Bowever, Silr, before I take ny seat, I want to have a word
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about housing, Sir, housing for needy people. Mz, Chalrman, | suppose
one of the most time-consuming things that welfare officers have to

do is finding adequate accommodations for needy families, [t is virtually
impossible, Sir, to find apartments or flats or houses Ffor people in

the low income bracket and in the no-income bracket, I was glad
yvesterday, Sir, when the Minister of Finance, in a major policy statement
in this House, announced that the Minister of Social Services and Rehabiliation
had been appointed to the St. John's Housing Corporatlon, Now,

Mr. Chairman, he has it all in his own hands, The honourable minister
knows the desperate needs for housing for the low income families and

for the no.income families. The honourable minister kanows the need.

It is desperate, Sir. It 1s absolutely desperate. It iz desperate
beyond words. Why, 8ir, the officials of my department, when I was
minister, became so frustrated with this problem that honourable

members will remember the criticism, the controversy over the fact

that recipients of welfare had to be put in luxurious, expensive homes

down on Canada Drive, in expensive hotels. Sir, it started -~ this

is not only happening in Newfoundland, Sir, but -

AN HON, MEMBER: Who started it in Newfoundland?

MR. NEARY:  This minister did not start it,I can tell the honourable
member that. When the honourable member was out managing a finance
company in Grand Falls,- doeg the honourable mewber remember about finance
companies, how he fleeced the welfare reciplents f this province?

Let us have it? We will have a debate on that, We will have it, I

will guarantee the honourable mermber will blush, crawl out of this

House on his hands and knees.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member is entitled to be heard

in silence and the honourable member should remain relevant to the

subject matter which is heading XI, Socilal Services and Rehabiliation.

JMR. NEARY: Mr, Chairman, down Iin New York, down in that great metropolis
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of Mew York, welfare reciplents had to be put uwp in the Waldrof Astoria.
That {9 a fact, Mr. Chairman. I can tell this honourable House new
that since I left that department the honourable minister who fe
now heading .up that depaviment has had to put fowilies in hotels
in St. John's. It will not stop, Mr. Chairman. ¥t will not stop
because the honoursble mindisier is there. When the honourable wminisger
leaves his successor will have the same problem. His successor will have
the sawme problem unless, Mr, Chalvman, the honourable minister, since
he has now boen put on the §t, John's Housing Corporation, can start
to bullid some houses in, this City. You better chack that with the
how, Minister of Filnance, So, Siy, this is a degperate problem.

Mr. Chairman, the hon, Mr. Balfeur, looseped up the
National Housing Act so that old houses could be vehabilivated, Sir.
MR, MURPHY: (Inaudible).
MR, NEARY: Ok, here s the minister of swinming pools, He 1s back
with us agadin.

S0, Mr, Chalrman, we ars expecting blg things from the
honourable minister. He has a dual portfolio now, He is Minister of

Social Services. He knows the desperate peed for housing. He is also
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a member of the St. John's Housing Authorlty, sco we are hoping,
Sir, for big things. We are hoping that all the housing vrohlems
for low income and no~income families will be solved in the months
ahead. Sir, T will tell vou this, T will tell the lHouse this,that
1f T had my way. Sir, I would have filled Elizabeth Towers up with
welfare recipients instead of filling it up with politicans, Sir,

T would £11l it up with welfare reciplents. Mr. Chairman, I do

not care what anyhody thinks of what 1 am saying ,whether we are out of
the House or in the House now, 1t does not make any difference to

me, Sir. I am a forthright fellow, frank and honest and sincere and
T try to tell the truth and face reality, Sir, and T do not care
whose corns T walk on,

Put, Sir, here we had a situation in this city that T did
not apsree with when we had no nlace to put families that were being
evicted, put out in the street, on the sidewalks, with their children
and theilr furniture and Elizabeth Towers over there, Sir, thirty
per—-cent occunied. I would have done what Fildel Castre did, Sir,
if T had my way, T would fi1ll it up with welfare reciplents. Why
not? The Universal Declaration of Iuman Riphts states that every
family 1s entitled to a decent living, decent accommodation,decent
shelter and why not, Sir? Why should the well-to-do politlcans have
the rrivilege of going down, living in a luxurious apartment bullding,
Flizabeth Towers? Why not the welfare recipients? Whv not the
peonle of the low income groun?

My, Chairman, while I am on that subject,and here is a little
tip for the honourable minister, why not, Mr. Chairman, why not flick
out of Churchill Park and Pleasantville all the occupants that are in
these apartments earning over 510,000 a vear? Why not flick them out,
Sir?

MR. HICKEY: Why difd the honourable gentleman not do it?
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Chafrwman, this is not the first time the honourable
gentleman valsed this auestlon, not the first time. I was not all
powerful, Mr. Chairman. I was not all vowerful but, Sir., vou have
living in these apartments well-to-do people, Sir, that can well
afford to own their own homes and they should not be living there.
The honourable minister should see to it that thev are kicked out
and people in the middle income and the low income bracket put in
these anartments.

MR. MURPHY: Fven at $160.00 a month?

MR. WEARY: Fven 1f thev have to subsidize them, Sir. $160.00

a month at Blizabeth Towers?

MR. MURPHY: In Chuyehill Sauare.

MR, NEARY:  Tn Churchill Square. There are people, Sir, in the
$8.,000 and $10,000 bracket that can afford to pay $150.00 to $160.00
a month rent.

MR, MURPHY:  That is what they are charping.

That 1s what they are charging.

MR. MURPHY:  They are not subsidized, no.

MR. NEARY:  They are subsidized, Mr, Chairman. When we sat on the
anposite side of the Uouse my honourable friends over on this side
told us thar Elizabeth Towers was subsldized and now 1t is changed,
now it is not subsidized. Mr. Chalrman, welfare recipients do not
want luxury., All they want is a modest llztle home to live in. They
do not want white wall to wall broadloom, Sir. They want a modest
1ittle home and T think they are entitled to it. &iv, T tell youl
would make no apologilzes to anybody in this House for putting welfare
recipients or people in low income bracket in luxurious houses. If

I had my way, Sir, they would be down in Flizabeth Towers, neighbours
for the honourable minister, the honourahle Premier and the honourable

Minlster of Highways. They would be next door neighhours, Sir, the
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people who put them in power, that elected them, Why not, Mr. Chairman?
Why not? They are entitled to it and they should have it.

It 1s scandalous,Sir, the housing conditions in this province,
scandalous. 1 could not begin to describe them and yet the honourable
minister is going to reduce the cost of building material for repairing
houses.

MR, HICKEY: No, T am not going to reduce the cost.

MR, NEARY: The honourable minister said yesterday that he was going to
cut down on spending in that catepory.

MR. HICKEY: T said 1 was goiny to reduce what went on in terms of waterials.
MR, NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, let me say to the honourable minister

if that is what he wants to do is get personal. Sir, there was nothing
the honourable -

MR, HICKEY: On a polnt of order, Mr. Chairman,did I get persomal

or déld the honourable gentleman -~

MR, NEARY:  The honourable minister 1s getting paranoidal.

MR, HICKEY: 1s he admitting something? I did not say anything., I

sald T was poluog to eliminate what went on in terms of building materials.
Is he accepting -

MR. NEARY: TIs that a point of order, Mr. Chalrman?

MR, CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member for Bell Island has the
floor.

MR, NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, I was starting to say there that T

make no apology for money that was spent on materials to repair houses

in this province whether it was on the Blackhead Road, whether it was
over on Bell Island, whether 1t was down in Torbay or Pouch Cove or

in the head of the Bay or out in Stephenville or out in Grand Falls or
Winsor. It did not make any difference to me, Sir. T make no apologlzes

for it. As a matter of faet, Mr. Chairman, I would have loved to be

able to spend one thousand times as much as I spent on repairing houses

2949



June 22, 1972 Tape 930

in this province because it is needed, Sir, absolutely necessary,

There are houses in this province, Mr. Chairman, and I have
been in them,whers you can look up through the ceiling and see the
stars at night in the sky and In the winter time the snow is drifeing
along under the children’s noses. Your Honour kmows that. Members
of thils House know it, Sir, and then thevy are crit.cizing. Bell
Island was no exception, Sir. Bell Island was no exception. Since
1939 when the peovle over theve were economically marooned, no
repalys on their houses. At least they own their houses, Siy, thev
were net subsidized by the goverament. They might not have been
luxurious homes but thev own them and they are beginning to fall
down around their ears plus the fact that we had ninety houses passed
over to mostly welfare recipients that were purchased under the
special housing programme.

Mr. Chalrman, what a joke, S0, Slr, we have to do this. Tt
has to be done. I hope the honourable minlster is sincere when he
says that he is not going to cut that vote. Increase it, Sir. The
honourable minlster should never make apologies for woney that he
spends on poor people,

MR, HICKEY: 1 do not.
Never make apologles for it.
I do not.

The honourable Minlster of Filnance,vhen he wants to

balance the budpet,he may go to the minister and say, "Look take the
food off th- table of the welfare reciplents.”

MR, CARTER: A podnt of order, Mr. Chairman.

MR, NEARY: What is the point of order?

MR, CARTER: A point of order, My, Chairman, the honourable member

is shouting unnecessarily loud. The recording eguipment 1n this House
and the amplification system is -

MR, NEARY: Is that a point of order, Mr. Chairman?
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MR, CARTER: Yes. it certainly is T think, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chailrman,

I think it is a point of order,esvecially when not only do we pet

uncomplimentary epithets from the honourable member but also they

are shouted. I do not think 1t is necessary for the honourable

member to shout like that, like a bull, and I would suggest, Mr. Chairman,that
he be asked to keep his veice reasonably mederate.

MR, MEARY: Mr. Chaiyman, 1 will speak at my own leisure and T will

speak as loud or as soft as T wish and if the honourable member does

not like it he can go up and sit In his savoury patch for the

afternoon. No wonder, Sir, no wonder the honourable members are

emharrassed hecause they have such a - never mind. It would be

unparliamentary if 1 sald it, Mr, Chairman, so T will not say it.

I will not even say it to withdraw it.

MR. HICKEY: We will let the honourable pentleman say it and then

take it back. Go ahead. Tt would be typlcal of the honourable

gentleman.

MR. NEARY: What is wronm, Mr. Chairman, what is wrong with the

honourahle members they are so jumpy and cranky? What is wrong with

ther?

MR, HICKEY: That is a sick way of chonping someone to say something

that is unpariiamentary and then withdraw it. It has the same effect.

The honourable gentleman made the same remark yesterday, "Oh I should

not say fit. Tt is unparliamentary and now I withdraw tt.”

MR, NEARY: Sir, I realize the weather is good so evexrybody is anxious

to get out of here. I realize that. They do not have to pet

irritable and jumpy and cranky. Take a tranquilizer and sit back,

relax and enioy it,as that is what we were sent here for to debate,

the issues. I am trying to debate the Issues and T am taking the kigh

ground, Mr. Chairman. T am keeping it above personalities and debating

the issues, Sir. I hope the honourable member paid the extra ten cents
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a pack. RBut anyway, Sir, these are some of the questions that T would

iike to have answered now that T have this off my chest, Sir, and
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MR. NEARY: I could talk, this ls a subject that is very dear to ay
heart, I could talk about docial assistance, the Department of Social
Services and Rehabilitatlon, the adoptions programme, the boys and
girls training homes, the care of senlor cltizens and what have vou. Why,
Mr, Chalrman, I could talk about it for days, but I do not intend to,
Your Homour can relax. Now that I have got 1t out of my system, let
ug go on and do the estimates item by item and maybe we will be out
of here by Labour Day,who knows.

MR, WOODWARD: Mr. Chalrman, seeing that the Department of Soclal
Services and Rehabilitation is administering the division of Northern
Labrador Affalirs and Services, I feel that it is fitting at this

time to make a few brief comments concerning that department,

(ver the years, and going back to about sixteen years ago, when
we first started the Northern Labrador Services Division, we have
seen some great improvements In the Indian and Eskimo communities of
Northern Lahrador. This has been chiefly brought about by the
Division of Labrador Affairs and the officials of that deparstment
and 1 speak very highly of the officlais of that department, Mr,
Chairman. T will reserve my comments on the minister's actions
and participations, even only new to the Department of Soctal Services
and Rehabilitation, But I stress the fmportance of carrving out this
programme which we consider to be a very vital programme, vital in
many ways and vital to the survival and the existence of our Indian
and Eskimo population.

I would like to think in terms of having very broad views and
possibly extending that particular service into other areas of
Labrador, mainly the Black Tickle Area. Possibly when he makes
his remarks here,he can expound on this partlcular aspeect of it.

I know and I can understand the ramifications of skipping over
communities and going into other communities, that there may be some
controversy develop, While T am speaking,I am glad to see that the

Minister of Labrador Affairs 1s in his seat after being absent for
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MR, WOODWARD: a few days, We did wiss him. Posaibly he can pay
attentlon to what 1s going on, as far as Northern Labrador Services,
wvhich I feel i3 one of the vital things to the Department of Labrador
Affalrs, No doubt the respongibility of both mindsters and Social
Services and Réhabilitation will be overlapping in this particular
area and 1if we do not have co-ordinatlon and good communications
between the two departments maybe some of the residents will suffer
because of this.

But we have had a tyremendous programme and T would like at this
time to mention the Director of Labrador Sexvices, Mr. Ross King,
who have not only given hls sxpertees and ability to Labrador but
possibly put a lot of feeling and his personal concern into the
development of that area. He has done an excellent job, 8ir, He
spent a mumber of years living in the novthewrn communities knowing,
possibly by flrst name, wost of the residents In the five communities
north of Goose Bay., Mr. King has given a real good service, I understand
the problem fully and I hope that when he makes his recommendations
te the department that the minlster 1n his wiladom willl see fit that
those recommendations are Implemented. He does have a vast knowledge
of what is golng on, Slr, possibiy more than any other individual
in the Department of Socilal Services and Rehabllitation,

There are a number of items that I would like teo elaborate on
and one of them possibly is the participation of local people in the
NSLD programme. Over the vears we have been bringing down people from
the island, setting them dnto key positions in the communities, guch
ag storve managers., clerks, power plant operators, we have been bringing
in fishermen, carpenter foremen for the housing projects and the
gchool. T would like to think in terms of maybe upgrading some of the
residents of the community ,through some programme,vhereby they can
fit in to do the jobs that are now taken by the outsiders or by
people from the fsland. This may not come ahout over a short period

of time, Mr., Chalrman. T am sure that the minister will agree that
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’EB;_Hggpﬂéggi maybe In the next few years, if we take a very serious
look at this problem, then,in conjunction with the community councils
that we have now in the communities, the citlzens of those communities
will look after thelr own affairs and possibly develop on the same
level as normal ,common,ordinary communities on the ifaland portion of
the province.

T am sure that the Minister of Labrador Affaire will agree with me
in this respect that there have been some dissension about people coming
in from the outside and taking over the jobs that the natives feel
that they should rightfully be entitled to. In this respect I hope
that we will take a very serious look at this, The communities now
are becoming viable communities because of NSLD participation and
while I am on that subject, Sir, there is a great assistance from the
federal government. T understand that ninety percent of what 1s spent
ont the Indian communities, like Northwest River and Davis Inlet,
ninety percent of the participation is through the federal plan. 1
stand to be corrected on that, if the minister wants to correct me,

And sixty-six percent of the expenditure for housing, fish plants
and things of that nature do come from the Federal Department of
Northern Indian Affairs, for the Eskimo population.

There are changing tines in Labrador, both in the north and in
the south, We have comlng up velatively voung, brilliant pecple,coming
through our upgrading systems, particular in the school at Northwest
River. A number of our Indian population are attending the upgrading
school and a number of our people, we have one particular person in
the House today that came up to be a teacher and teaching in that
particular school, possibly one of the first of the Indian population
in Northwest River.

S0 I would like, S8ir, for the honourable minister in his wisdom to
take inte consifderation having a plan or some sort of an upgrading

programme so that those people can be upgraded to govern their own
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MR, WOODWARD: affalrs, to take over the development of thelr own
comnunity and te carry on the work of those communities without
intexference from people coming in from the outslde, ¥ot necessarily,
8ir, I do not mean that von will take the administration of
government away from them, They would squally Iike to be under
Municipal Affairs or under the Department of Social Services and
Rehahilitation. But with the community councils now we feel
and T am sure the population of those communities feel that we should
have some system whereby they can gradually move in to take over the
running of the affairs of the commmity, ag well as help in the
development of the industry that is taken place around them, for
instance, the sawmill at Northwest River. We hire a number of loggers
and sawers, 1f you want o call them that, from the Island portlon of
the province. We llke to feel that those jobs will eventually geo to
the native population and in turn they will rhemselwves run this
particular operation.

We have met with nothing but great success at the fish plant in

Naln last year.
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which was so ably conducted by one of the people who was
gent in from the Department of Norther Labrador Affalrs. The thing
got off to a very gooed start. We did hire for the very first time
an almost complete Eskimo population to run the affairs of that fish
plant. Last winter the community for the first time had some economic
stability along with the LIP propgramre that we had going, We saw a
coenslderable amount of money into the community.

I like to think in terms now, and I feel that 1t is in the
estimates, {(and maybe the hon. minister while he 1s having his smoke on
the outslde will hear what T am saying) we had planned to put a similar
fish plant in the Communlty of Makkevik. 1 see in the estimates that
there are some seventy thousand dollars there for fish plants and
equiprent. T hope this is for the Community of Makkovik, This, Sir,
will tie in a complete link, (as my colleapue mentioned yesterday, the
honourable member for Bell Tsland) this will give the whole coast. from
the northern portion of it to the southern portion, from MNain to Cape
Harrison. the opportunity to take advantage of the two fish plants.

Similar type processing goes on with the artic char and the
salmon. If this thing 1s taking place this year, I am sure that it will
be welcome news for the people of Makkovik zs well as the people of
Postville.

Coingt on to think in terms of the extension and having the
services of NLSD extended to Black Tickle, it has been a priority, Sir,
T am sure that the hon. minister does have correspondence from the
medical director., Doctor Paddon, as well as other people on the federal
level. There is no doubt the homourable members of this House saw,last
year,some clippings from a national magazine stating that the poverty
that exists in the Community of Black Tickle in Labrador was unlike
anything else that exists in Canada today.

Hopefully, the minister in his wisdom will see fit to talk
te our counterparts in Ottawa and pget sufficient funds to develop that

community, with his expertees, his officlals, along the same lines as
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we have developed the Communities of Hopedale, Naln, Davis Inlet and
Postville.

T would 1ike to go a little further, Sir. When I think
in terms of a senior cltizens' home, there have been recommendatlons
made that a senior citizens home would go In Worthwest River. This
Community of Northwest River is gradually becoming an fnstitution
town becsuse of the fact that most of the services spreading out to
the coast of Labrador, both north and scuth,1s spearheaded from the
Community of Northwest River. We feel that for the elderly citizens
iiving on the Labrador Coast as well as a number of elderly citizens
in the Communities of Goose Bay and Happy Valley, wmoving down
to the island to go Into a home, isolates them from all the contacts
they have had in thedr Lifetime, the culture pap ls too great. The
morale of the people suffers greatly because of the great change caused
by taking them from 2 small community like Postville and putting
them in the Hoyles Home here in St. John's or in some other institution,
Ve feel that for that particular reason, there should be a home
established In Northwest River.

No doubt the honourable minister does have correspondence
from concerned citizens of Labrador concerping the home at Northwest.
River. We would like to see this thing accomplished. I know it
caunot he done in a short perfod of time, but no deubt there can be
some planning for it.

There have been a pumber of things, and maybe one of the
most eritical subiects that is brought up on the Labrador Coast is
the base supply purchasing by the Department of Supply and Services.

{Seeing that the honourable Minister of Supply and Services is in his
seat today) This has developed Into 2 very eritical area. Supply and
services are done through the govermment procedures, and it has been
carried out for a long time. ¥ feel that it 1s a very rigid system
and 1f does not fit the type of purchasing that is needed in the retail

stores that are run by the govermment in the Northern Communities,
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We do not have the variety of things that the public demand. Seeing
that the economic means of the communities do not lend themselves to
commercial enterprise, then the Department of Supply and Services
should see fit to stock the items, not only the necessary items like
food ditems that are needed in those partieular retaill storeg but
they themselves should stock what 1s needed or demanded ty the public.

The system that we have,whereby yvou go out to ocur tendeving
system at numercus times, people have been left for as high as three
to four weeks with items not being on the shelf, These are subsistance
1tems that are necessary to their diet. This practice has been taking
place., ¥ tried. I met with the Minister of Supply and Services. T
am glad that the honourable Minister of Labrador Affalrs 1s here, I
think it is a serfous dltem, T do not know If he agrees with me that
it is a serious ftem. Tt is very unfortuante that nelther one of the
three ministers concerned with this narticular function have had the
opportunities or have vislted those particular communities.

¥ trust that during the summer they will see fit to pet out
to the lLabrader Coast and see for themselves what rea.ly is taking
place., and see, before navigation closes next year, 1f there is some way
or means wherehy we can chanpe that system of purchasing. T understand
through the officlals of the Department of Social Services and
Rehabilitation, that they have an expediter in the department now who
is leoking after this particular item.

The stock is not sufficient. There must be some expertise
whereby people who are familiar with the retail trade . there has to be
some latitude of purchasinpg. It does not have to be on that rigid,
strajght-line path that we have been followinp - because of the fact that
people are depending on this. T would also urpe the honourable minister
to see fit to offer incentives so that some enterprising young people
living in those communities would go into the commercial business,
to establish that and bring it up to a certain level. It is unlike,

Mr. Chairman, any other community and I am sure that very few people
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on the Tsland of Newfoundland are familiar with or have to depend on
government retail stores for their supplies. This hecomes a very
rigid thing, Mot that the managers of these particular depots are not
competent, taey are, they are great peonle, but our system has to
have some flexibility in it whereby 1t lends 1tself to the people and
not necessarily to the laws that ave poverning or dictating te our
honourable Minlgter of Supnly and Services.

There have been some hardships suffered because of this
and we de have some, T suppose, some disgyuntled citizens Idving in
thoge communities., T feel that the only way we can pive them or
meet thew half way 1s by changlog this partleuviar system.

A blg concern of mine has been whether we can develop the
communities so that they can have a viable economic ﬁase to support
private enterprise, or else we have to extend or expand the particular
system that we already have.

AN HOM, MPMBER:  Are there anv private Individuais doing business iIn
NMain and other places?

MR, WOODWARD: We have ome particular persen in Nain who is dealing
primarily fn a swall way...

A confectionary gtore?

AN_EON. MEMBER:
MR, WOODWARD: A confectionary store, but it does not lend itself to
the type of dndustry that exists there.

AN HOM, MEMBIR:  Why does 1t not?

MR. WOODWARD:  Because of the fact that this person is an elderly
pergon now, he is about ready to retire. No doubt some of his

relatives will feel free to develop the business to the extent
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whereby they can. get taat. Agaln, Sir, as you may recall,

we have not vet had a ship into Hain, The demands on a commercial
businessman whereby he hag to bring In, In the northeyn communities,
an inventory of stock that would last him for eight months of a year,
this 1s a tremendous straln on any businessman, today with

the terms of credlt normally thirty davs, So there has to be a great
diaplay of money or an output of money in order to conduct business
in those communities and consequently people ave net that far
advanced economlcally and they do not have the means. Maybe the
hon, minister can take thils into his stride and whereas ﬁhey do have
to supply 1t to a certain degree, maybe this will lend itself to
helping some of the people whe have the communilty at heart and have
some husiness ability to help to develop this type of commercial
industry.

Thare is no doubt,in the Community of Nain, last year there
was a lot of money spent. Tf a person wanted to go ahead in private
buginess for himaself, he could have done very well, But this area is an
area where we would like to see it develop to the extent whereby
the people in the communities can govern thelr own affalrs. We would
like to see the fish plant at Makkovik go ahead, e would also like to
see some redivectlon of the saw mill at Northwest River and possibly
a look at some sort of a holding depot in the Community of Hopedale.
Thoge funds are largely federal funds, they come from the federal
governnent.

T understand, and maybe the houn. minister can expownd on
this, the provincial gnvernmen;ldo the interim financing for short
periods of time,until they are reimbursed by the Government of Canada.
So those are the questloms that I would like to ask. Tn my remarks
I would like to see both minlsters, the Minister of Supply,who 1s going
to get heavily idnvolved in this particular operation, I see that we are

roing to spend this year, in the estimates,$800,000, on
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services and goods for the retall stores, the honourable Minister of
Labrador Affairs and no doubt the Minister of Seclal Services,sand
Rehiabilitatlon, who 1s dilrectly invelved wilzh the thing, the
thing comes directly under his guldance,and I would like to see both
ministers, the three ministers, take a very active part in that.
We have a lot of disgruntled people. We have people that it has
been difficult for us to commmicate with over the years. They deserve
the same services that we are getting here on this Island of Newfoundland
and udtll they get those particular services they are not going to be
any happler than they are now and 1n some instances they are not very
happy.
MR. HICKEY: My, Chairman, I will first of all deal with a couple of
things valsed by my hon. friend from Labrador North and when we come
to the vote, Northern Labrador Services, I am sure we can provide
much more information,

May T say to him £irst of all that ny departuwent has
some plans for that area in which we service to the Nerthern Labrador
Services. The policles that we are trying to devise are in their
infancy. 1 am afrald that I cannot really give too much informatiom
on them at this stage. I will say, however, that 1t is our belief
that we have been in the buainess inNorthern Labrador long enough,
along the lines that we ave in it right now. I do not think it is
any place for govermment to be. T think it ghould go back and be placed
in the handg of the private sector, under the Free Interprise Systenm.
¥ would hepe that we could work towards that divection, always
providing of course that we can be assured that not even the same level
of service but in fact dimproved service will be provided. We are
very consclous of the area, very comsclous indeed of the problems that
have become so pronounced especially during the time of the year when

navigation 1s closed,



June 22, 1972 Tapa No., 933 M3

MR, HICKEY: T can say to him too,very qulckly, that the
concern of the people of Makkovik fu relation to a fish plant, I
think we can have gome good news for them on that. T think the
area of Labrador,whlch he is concerned about particularly, needs a
thoreugh going-over, T hope,in conjunctdon with my colleapue, the
Minister of Labrador Affairs, Indeed my colleague,the Minister of
Supply and Servises, we will be petting together in an =2ffort to improve
whare we carn,for the Immediate future, and to alleviate hopefully
some of the problems that we have encountered during the past few months,

As T sald, when we come to the heading, we can get into
some detailed informatlon on it,

My, Chalrman, I should like to deal with some of the
matters, [ am not sure I even got all of them as raised by my
friend the hon. member for Bell lsland, the former minilster of the
department for which I am now responsibla.

T should say firast of all that it 1s a pleasure to
get a bit of fresh air from my bhon. friend, the member for Northern
Labrador. The hon. mewber for Bell Island yesterday afterncen,in
starting off his remarks,  talked about z works programme. He says that
before he left his department, he was working on this particular itenm
and would have gotten iInvolved iIn ft. What I am surprised at is that
In fact his department did not get invelved in it while he was in office.
He was thare for three vears. What T was even more amazed at,.a matter
which I investigated, was the fact that the hon. Johm Monroe, Mintster
of National Mealth and Welfare, made a release some couple of months
ago; that Prince Fdward Island and Newfoundland were the only two
provinces, in the Atlantic reglen at least, whe did not take advantage
of works programmes.

New, Mr. Chalrman, dowm through the vears, certainly it is
not fair for me to label the hon. member for Bell Island as being

responsible totally,for he was only there three years. The fornmer
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MR, NLICKEY: administration had been ln offilce twenty-three years and
In the twenty-three years, Mr, Chalrmau, of various administvatlens,
but that same purty that was in power did absolutely nothing to
rehabilitate the people of this provinee who,throupgh no fauwlt of their
own, find themselves as reciplents of my department. Thelr every
move was to glve but not to help, dish out the wmeney but no allicd
services to bolster the effort or iwdeed to Improve or halp, Naothing,
not a ginsle penny was ever contaloed fu an estimate under the
heading of vehahtlitation,

Some years back, T am not sure just hwow many  but
durlng the Yormer minister's tenuwre of office, lhe broupght a bill
tnte this House, Mr., Chalrman, changling the name of the Department
of Public Welfare ro the Depavtment of Scclal Services and Rehab{litation.
1T had the honour at that time fo sit on the other side of the lUouse,
as a member of the opposition, I recall, Mr. Chairman, very wividly
being one of the first to pet to wy feet and hall thig as a worthwhile
move lndeed, with one reservation, Mr. Chaivman, with one reservation;
that belng that that would not be in name only, that in effact at last
something would be done along the lines of rehabilitatiou, along the
Hnes of providing some services to those unfortunate people who, as
T sald, through no fault of thelr own, have s0 many problems apart

from the lack of [imances to provide for thelr families.
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Mr, tlickey,

I will not go so far as to say that the honourable minister agsured me,

I do not think in fact he did. I do noet think he was probably in

a position to do so. But certainly people on this side of the House,

at that time certainly did give every assurance that this in effect

was the whole basis for the change. In three years, Mr. Chairman, not a
move was made. WMr. Chairman, the federal government made funds

available for work projects for depressed areas. ALl the other provinces
in the Atlantic repion except the two that I mentioned; namely, Newfoundland
and Prince Edward Island, took advantage. Now it is true, Sir, that

the federal people did not and could not at that time provide funds for
capital. They were prepared to share in the cost of labour., Mr. Chairman,
in relation to my department and all of those thousands of abled-bodied
men who have to come to us for ald, those are the people whom we want

to help. The real emphasis, Mr. Chairman, is on jobs., Labour costs

is really the word that we have to underline here and that 1s the cost

of labour. What did rhe former adminlstration do about it? They did
nothing, I suggest, Mr. Chairman, the few dollars it would have taken

for capital to involve this province and so many of our people who were

in receipt of assistance in those work projects would have been but a

drop in the bucket as compared with the amount that was wasted in so many
ways.

Here again, Mr, Chalrman, I make this statement and L make it
without any reservation, having being a former field worker inthis
department, One thing that has become increasingly clear déwn through
the years, both when I was in the field and when I sat on that side of
the House, whether it was Intentional or otherwise 1s not for me to say,

I am not one to prejudge or condemn but it certainly appeared very much

so that the former administration were not the least bit concerned about
reducing the number of people who had to depend on welfare for a livelihcod.
In faect, Mr. Chairman, the more that were on could have well been

considered to be a casted vote, people who were controlled, people who could
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Mr. Hickey,
be depended upon not to let the government down when election time came.

Mr. Chairman, those poople who think that today could not
be more naive, If in fact, Mr. Chalrman, this was the intent, all I
can say,L do not have the words to describe 1t. I will just say that it
is beneath contempt.For any goverpment o any minister or any man vho
will chart the course of an Individual or individuals to keep them in
a state of dependency on the state, on a govermnment, do not deserve,

Mr, Chairman, to hold office and do not deserve to sit in this House.
That is why, Mr. Chairman, that {t is like a dream come true to me

for how ever lomg I shall be winister, that at least I will make one
little mark in the bistory of thils depariment, that that policy wiil
cease and 1n fact, 1t has ceased.

We will embavk on a programme of rehabilitation this year,
small and maybe insignificant thoogh 1t be, but we will change that course,
My, Chairman,that has robbed from many of our people their inltlative,
that has robbed and has take the very marrow from thelr bones., Some
politicians do not have the courage to admlt it por to make that
statement., I make no apology for making it because Mr. Chalrman over
the yeaws T have had the wmfortunate experieunce of rubbing shouldeys,

"It 1g a pretty sad commentary after twenty three vears to find in a

province where the federal govermment have become so heavily involved

in the way of financial aid,to find that the cost of welfare and the

numbers, Mr, Chairman, of recipleants In this department continue to soar.

Yet we hear people laugh when this government talks of plawning and prierities.

Mr. Chairman, let me say to this honourable House that I have
been In consulatlon with some federal offictals in Ottawa and I bave met
with them here in the province and in the not too distant future hopefully, 1
will get to Ottawa to discuss in detall some plans for work projects
In this province. I think I can say, Sir, that the door is opening,
more quickly than possibly we reallzed, to where the federal people
will get Involved in capital costs. I believe we have been able to

convince them. If there is any curefor the state of depemdency that
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My, Hickey.
exlsts in this province and other provinces, it has to be through
federal/provinclal participation in work projects. Be they created
by government or industry, Who ever they are created by, there is
one basic solution to the almost $60 million that we expend each
year or certalnly this year and that is basic Jjobs. One cannot just
walt for this government or this province to develop along economic
lines through industry to provide jobs. If we do not have a programme
of rehabiliation and if we do not have a works programme, Mr, Chairman,
when the jobs come, when the jobs become available, we will have nurtured
and fostered a genevation which will not want to work, That may sound,
Mr, Chairman, a kind of condemnation of my fellow Newfoundlander. Let
me make sure that that statement Is not mlsinterpreted. The number of
people today who will not take a }ob ,as compared with the number who are in
receipt of assistance,are indeed a minority. Thank God for that! But,
My, Chalrman, we must start now and in fact in starting now we are late,
1f we do not start, the number will steadily increase. Our people are
human beings. When we provide assistance which is so closely related
to what one can earn in the labour markets, what do we expect our people to
do? For them to give us welfare and go to work for less money? Give it
up and go to work for the same money? Mr. Chairman, I am proud to say
that I am a believer in the people of this province. I believe that we have
a lot of pood, strong, consclentious men left, Whatever it takes,
Mr, Chairman, whether my remarks are misinterpreted or not, I would be
less than honest 1f I did not express my concern about the increasing
number of people who (1) will not take jobs; and (2) who do not make that
extra effort to go look for them. I think it is falr, Mr. Chairman, for
me to say,in reply to the hon. gentleman from Bell Island, whe talks about
his concern for the poor, he has to be borm over again, Mr. Chalrman, to
be more concerned than I.

I worked in the field. Whatever he learned when he was minister for

three vears I submit, Sir, he did not learn as wmuch as I did because he has
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My, Hickey.
ot been In the number of homes whare poverty 15 so evident and that

is the only way to lesarn. We all can stand
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here and get up tight about poverty. T have heard it, Mr. Chairman,
.in the five vears I sat on the other side and { suppose nobody
expounded any more than I did mvself, But, Mr. Chairman, I am the
first to sav that this vroblem needs more than wventllation. It

needs more than talk. It needs more than words. Tt needs action

and thank God,after twenty-three yvears this province has a government
that is going to give some action to that problem,

So, Mr. Chairman, with regards to work programmes, in the verv
near future ¥ hope to be ahle to annommce some headway in this
connaction. We will determine the areas where we will get involved
and where we will hire our people and get them to worlk and determine
tust what course we should follow or how far we should get involved
in this kind of programme.

Mr. Chairman, another ltem my honourable friend mentioned was
the guaranteed annual Iincome and he said again,shortly before he left
office that he was working on a plan. Mr. Chairman, as T sald before,
I do not prejudge and I do not condemn in a lot of Instances even
when I can. 7T do not come here to war with anvbodv but I have to say
in fajrness, Sir, that if he had a plan regarding the guaranteed
annual dncome he must have taken it with him with everything else
out of his office, 1n fact out of the department. Because, Mr. Chairman,
I have found nothing and I can assure him again there was nobody
more interested in the puaranteed annual income or an Incentives
programme than I.

T talk to my deputy minister, Mr. Chairman. We have such a
relationship in fact that we are constantly In discussion on the
guaranteed ammual income, the incentives programme, the works propramme
and everything else. I heard something about it but where was 1t? The
least the honourable minister could do,if he wanted me to carry on

with something he started was to leave it. T would be the first to
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stand here and give him credit for whatever contribution he would make.
Tf he sits long enough and walts Llong encupgh while my estimates are
golng through,l might have some words of credit and some words of
praise for him in velation to certaln headinps,when we come to them.

Mr. Chairman. it does not take vears or in fact months to
determine what is needed insofar as the puaranteed anunal income 1s
concerned in this province. The puaranteed annual income in its
present form that is cutlined by the Federal peonle is not wotrth its
aaly without some bullit-in incentive, flexe was the area,if the
honourable pentleman was working on the puarantesd annual income,
that he should have appiied his efforts. The basls for it is already
established hy Ogtowa. What we have to de as a province, 1f we are
godng to dnvelve ourselves,is to determine some Incentives so that we
do not destroy even further the initiative of our veople than we
ave dolng at the moment.

So, Mr. Chairman. along those lines the honeourable Minister of
Education and some peonle from the university and myself had already
done some homework on this particular mattern Within a matter of
three weeks after taking office we had a nlan devised which was
pragsented to my officials, who took 1t and applied 1t te every
conceivahle case that one would run into in this provinece {from the
adult to the family of elphteen or seventeen, all worked out,

Mr, Chalrman. Raislng the standards of our people, letting them
work and rewarding them for working and letting them reach the stage,
giving them some help as they went along until finally thelr standard
of living reached a point where they just fell off the payreoll as it
ware and were self-sufficlent.

Here was a programme, Mr, Chairman, that could change the face
of this province in terms of this department and the huge expenditure

that we are belng asked to vote here today. The Federal people turned
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it down aud as nsual, for the reason that under the Canada Assistance
Plan we would be treating people differently. But, Mr. Chalrman, the
arpument that has to be put forward to the Federal people and it is
being put forward and will continue to be put forward,is that we are
different peonle. We are a different province and we have different
problems than any province in this Dominion,such as the highest rate
of welfare. the hiphest rate of unemployment, the lowest income, lowest
ner capita income, the lowest death rate, the hiphest birth rate and
T suppose I could go om to some others. At least we developed our
case and, Mr. Chairman, it is foolproof the case that can be made

for this province in relation to some kind of a different programme.

T am pleased to announce to the House that this programme
is going to be continued and whatever lobbying 1s necessary or what-
ever neadling is necessarvy and however long it takes myself and my
officials to po to Ottawa and meet with those peonle we will continue
to pursue this programme hopefully and eventually to get it approved.
So, Mr. Chairman, the guaranteed annual income need not, I repeat,need
not bear the label of the former administration,because there was none.
There might have been some ideas. We all have scme 1deag. Some of us
might have some ideas of going to the moon but we might never get there.
There is nothing on paper and there is no official record.

Mr. Chairman, another item the honocurable pentleman mentioned
was what he did for the single men of this province who could not
recelve assistance. He made such a case of it that 1t would almost
make vour heart bleed to listen while he expounded on what a job he
had to convince his collieagues, Mr. Chalrman, as long as 1 have sat
in this honourable llouse T have been led to believe that the former
administration was the most liberal, most generous, most consclentious
government of the poor that one has ever heard tell of and yet he tells

ug that he almost had to do a song and dance to get approval for that.
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Mr. Chairman, nobody in thls government says to me, a5 minister
you will not assist single men. TIn fact, Mr. Chairman, in line with
the incentive programmes that T just touched on,one of the improvements
that we made, this government, very shortly after taking offlce and
when we received,to our disappointrent,the answer from the Federal
Government that our incentives programme could not bhe put inte effect,
one of the first things we did, Mr. Chairman, was to make at least

a token effort to rebuild initiative where it was on the wane and

to protect it where it was still dntact.
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MR, BICKEY: So we immediately implemented a programme which peraitted
one adult to earn thrity dollars a month and still draw hils assistance,
two adults or more to earn sixty dollars a month and still draw their
agsistance. With the hope, Mr. Chairman. that this would instill in
some of our people the ddea and the feeling that here was a department
who wanted to help, that here was a department who did not want to

save wmoney at thelr expense but who really wanted to help to encourage
those people to get out and go to work or look for work or try and find
work that we started or Iimplemented this programme.

I am sure, Mv. Chairwan, as I stand here today, that given time,
glven a vear, we wlll see some tangible results from this programne.

A mew directilon the honourable gentleman talked about was required,
a new direction which this govermment is‘bringing to this department
and which wy honourable friend tells me now is needed and T say to
him, 4n all sincerity; what was he doing for three years that he did
not give us some new dirvectlon and use some new approaches?

A lot of questions, Mr. Chairman, as to why the honourable
gentleman did not do some of the things that he now talks about.

As I sat and listened to him yesterday evening and in his own subtle
way touching on personalities as he went along and annunicating some
of the thinms that should be done in his department, T thought to
myself I was almost convinced that abortion had been legalized,

made retroactive and the honourable pentleman had been bora all

over again. I could hardly helleve it.

Then he touched on senlor citizens’ homes, he gets awfully upset
about what 1s to happen In S5t. George's and he says that my colleague
the member for 8t. George's would like to know, TLet me agsure the
honourable gentleman that my colleague from St. George's and I are
very close together all of the time whenever it is necessary with
regards to what goes on in his distriet,as that would apply to every

other minister of this government. He need not worry abeout providing
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MR, HICKEY: Infowmation to the back benchers on this side, because they
ate given the Information and nothing is done without consultation
with them. Ihis, Mr, Chalvman, 13 the team approach that we talk
about. Thils is not a one-man goverument, neither is 1t a one-man
department.

As regards to the senfor ciltizens home,again there will be a new
pollcy amnounced wery shortly, a new policy which will have some
planning in it, Mr. Chalrman, We are no longer poing to fly by
the seat of our panis and bulld institutions wherever someone
wishes to have one, only to find that someone from Labrador ends up
in $t, John'a, 1f he veeds a bed. This government believes in
the senlor citizens of this province having the opportunity to end
thelr twilight years in an area as close to the environment in which
they grew up as possible., And along those Iines, Mr, Chairman, we
are pursulng a new policy.

This province will be charted in terms of fnstitutions where
they are needed and also, My. Chalrman, it should be good news to the
House when I luform them that there is also a new policy with regards
to the so-called guarantee that the former administration used to
give, The guarantee under the disguise, I might say, of a puarantee,
Thls wag a grant. Somebody talked about a guarantee, so and so
in such a place was glven a gurantee. What do we call a .guarantee,
Mr. Chairman? A guarantee to make so much money avallable and then
a guarantee to pay the annual amount that was required on that loan.
That is not a guarantee that is an outright grant, Under the disgulse
of a guarantee that was. That policy will cease to exist,

Mr, Chairman, the situation with regards to the senior cltizens
in this province - there is one which has a place high on the list of
prlorvitles with this government, and certainly of wmy department

and a sane and sensible policy will be announced very shortly. As

2574



June 22, 1972 Tape 936 {(afrernoon) PK ~ 3

MR, HICKEY: regards to the Lewisporte situatlon,may I inform him
there is no commitment that I can find, wless it went with the rest
of the files that nobody can find, to the people of Lewlsporte.
But let me assure the people of Lewisporte, as I have already officially,
in writing, that their application has not been rejected, far from it.
The people of Lewisporte, there are the people of Botwood, there are
the people im other areas have baen all informed that until such time
as this government knows exactly where they are going and until we
devise this plan, which has some sense to it, we will not make any
further commltments, 1 assure the people of Lewlsporte that they will
not have to wait long before they get this Iinformation. A committee
will be established to chart the course we follow in this conmection,
The same applies to the guarantee of ninety-eight percent occupancy.

One of the pltfalls, Mr. Chairman, in this policy is that if we
do not chart a course and plot on the map where our institutions are
going to go, we will end up very shortly with a situation where we have
institutions which are not filled, for which this government or any other
government will have to pay the bd1ll. A ninety-eight percent occupancy
guarantee, puarantees to pay for each bed whether that bed is occupied
or not. That is another Liberal policy. So Liberal, Mr. Chairman, that
it 1is liberal with the taxpayers money that 1s very scarce those
days, and we are going to do something abeut that.

Ag repards to the people of Grand Falle who must be upsget and if
they are I do not blame them,listening to what has come from this
House from the honourable member for Bell Island,in his attempt to
prod from me what was going on. Let me gay publicly,and they have
been notifiled, the senior citizens home in Grand Talls 1s going ahead.
Again, Mr. Chairmam,, the honourable member indlcated the former
administration made a commitment. The former administration made no
such thing. The former administration in a very vague way outlined

policies and needs with repards to that area. But the former
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MR, WICKEY: adwmlnlstration told the committee to proceed with
architectural plans, with the usual spade work that goes on, so that
approximately eight thousand to ten thousand dollars was expended.

If in fact this dnstitution or project did not go ahead, somebody would
be stuck with that bill. That 1s the kind of planning, Mr. Chairman,
that the former administration was involved in and yet they laugh and
Jeer when we talk about planning on thia side.

Another item he ralged, My, Chaliman, was the Citizens Rights

Assoclation., He says, 4f he were minister now
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he would have to accede to theiy request for a grant. I at no

time refused the cltizens rights association. HNeither at any time
did 1 say I would give them something, because money is not that
plentiful My, Chairman. I do not make promises that L cannot
keep, That is why I sit on this side of the House.

Agatn, 1t 1s strange to see the change or to ohserve the change
that has taken place in the honourable gentleman. It was only a
few months before he left office,in a news release,that he labelled

the Citizens' Rights Associatian as the bleeding heart, but now he
says)if he were in office he would support them and give them a grant.

Mr, Chalrman, 1 acknowledge fully, as do my officials and as do
this government, the role of tbocitizens; Rights Association. But
the item that appearéd in the paper wherein it was stated‘ that my
officials pass on cases to the Cltizens' Rights Association for
investigation is totally incorrect. The opposite Mr. Chairman,
is true. The whole purpose of the Citizens' Rights Association
is to protect and to investigate or have investigated by the welfare
officials any possible injustice or unfalr treatment that is handed
dowmnt.

Mr. Chairman, the removal of politics from my department, with
the removal of interfwrence of my officlals, the Ciltizens’ Rights
Association of this province have a much easier tagk to perform
today, because people in this province today,Mr. Chairman,they
get what the law will prescribe, what the policy will prescribe
no more no less. That is not to me that they do not hawve a place
in society, that they do not have a place in this province.
Anything that I can do,Mr. Chairman, to help them, my door is
always open,and I certainly have helped them. In fact we have

already assisted this group in a small way with some equipment.
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My, Chalrman, finally,there are a number of other items but
{ am not going to cover them until we come to the headlug. The
honeurable gentleman mentloned staff, He says that in that
department there fs the most competent staff of any department
of govermnment. It may not be very often,Mr. Chairman, that ve
agree, Bub we sure agree on that. We have a most competent
staff. My only complaint, Mr. Chairman, may I say before I go
further, whatever I have sald, whatever I say now or whatever
I will say in the future,in relation to thése estimates ds
related totally to the honourable geuntleman while he was minister
of this department and not %o him personsally. I am not about to
involve myself in personality assassinatlons nor persenallity
discussions.

My critfeism Is directed at his office as winister. I do
not think,Mr. Chalrman, when the honourable gentleman was minister
he realized what a competent staff he had. I do not think he
realized how professional they were, because T think,if he did
he would not have interfered with them as much as he dld. He
would not have run roughshod over some of them as was the case.

I am sure 1if the houourable gentleman probably had his time to
go over he would have left his department with much more
admiration from his staff than he had when he left.

There 1g one thing,Mr. Chairman, it is a cardinal rule In this
department right now. That 1s the minister does not interfere with
the staff in the performance of thelr dutiles,unless 1t is clearly
indicated that some staff mewmbers are incapable or inqompeteﬁt’of
performing their duty or unless there is an injustice or a
case which needs to be reviewed. DBut the day is gone,Mr. Chalrman,
wvhen a welfare offidcer will pick up his phene and hear the minister

on the line telling him what to do.
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There 1s a chain of command in my departwent and that chain
of command is well picked, well suited and well qualified to do
a most difficult and professlonal job and they are doing 1t and
doing it well. As long as that situation prevails, Mr, Chalrman,
my policy is hands off, let them do 41t. 1 go to the chain of
command when I want anything and that will be my policy as lovg
as I remaln minister. 7T think the honcurable gentleman alse
raised a question about the assistant deputy minister.

One of my assistant deputy ministers, Mr. Roy Roberts,who
retired, There was no better place, Mr. Chairman,to make the
announcement than in this honourable House. I am pleased
and proud to announce that that position has been filled and
filled by a very competent and capable man in the persom of
Mr. Ross King, formerly of Northern Labrador Services. Mr,

King brings te his post a wealth of knowledge and expertence

i1 one of the areas that he as assistant deputy minister will
be very closely conmnected with and directly responsible for,

at least over the person who will replace him as director of

Northern Labrader Services.

Mr. Chalrman, this applies to my colleagues and gentlemen on
the other side as well. My colleagues are well versed in what the
policy of this department is. My officlals are well versed in the
policies and regulations of this department. When they are let
alone they will do a commendable job. I implore all of you to
leave them alone, do not interfere, make representation by all
means. We have a lady who is most professlonal, in the person of
the director of enquiries. If you direct your enquiries to Mrs.
Crawford, I assure you that vou will get the necessary action.
Whatever can be done will be dome, but once we start dealing with

welfare offlcers personally the system breaks down.
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Wr. Chairman, the other items as raised by the honourable
gentleman,T think I have covered wost of them, The few that he
ralsed today are under other headings 1 think we will be at
least able to provide additional information and rather than
just comment generally on them I would prefay to leave them and
as we come o the heading will provide the informatiom, so
that we can proceed.

MRLNEARY: My, Chalrman, { was pleased o hear the winlster say
that Mr. Ress Kilag was appointed recently assistant deputy
minlster of the department of Secial Services & Rehabilitation
becaunge, Sir, that was the very same gentleman that I_had
recomnended for the job before T left the department. It is

part of the unfinished business that T was woable to deal with
when the honourable Premier  formed the new administration.

Me. King, Siv, is an able man, he is a competent man, capable in
every way., He was the most likely choice for assistant deputy
minister and ¥ want to congratulate him. He will be, he was my
choice. I had to walt hecause Mr. Reoberts was not retiring
until the end of April or May so therefore I could not announce
the appoiatwent. I discussed it with Mr. King before I left

the department. I am glad Sir, the minister had sense enough

to follow through on the selection that the former administr;tion
had made. T want to congratulate Mr, King and wish him well in

his new job.
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MR_NEARY:

A peculiar thing happened this afterncon when the minister was
expounding abhout the prosrammes that were golng to be undertaken
by the department, Sir. Let me first of all say that I would not
dignify the minister's remarks about interfering with the staff

of the department, Sir. I wonld not dignify to comment on them.
The staff of that department at the present know the honcurable
minister as a Llightwelght. The staff krow that the honourable
minister Is just a weight around the honourable Premier's neck,

a walking saradex, Mr. Chalrman. He is a lightwelpht and he is a
heavywelight. Pe g a liphweipght in the Cabinet and a heavy weight
around the honourable Premier’s neck.

Now, Mr. Chairman., the minister savs, Yes, we are poing to
undertake gnecial works programmes,” Yes, the minister tells us this
and, Mr. Chalirman, every member of this House and everv citizen of
this nrovince knows that back in May when a resolution was put on
the floor of this House and debated on private member's day, a motion
calling for investigation of specisl works prosrammes, it was defeated
by the governmment, defeated.

MR, MURPHY: Tt 1s in Hansard, I imagine.

MR, NEARY: It is vot Iin Hansard. Tt is a well-known fact, Sir. It
is a matter of public record, Mr. Chairman, a matter of public record
that the motion was defeated. that the government did not helieve

in this principle of creating work. They were acainst {t. The
Minister of Flsheries says. ‘Leave it to private enterprise. You

are interfering with private enterprise.’ The member for St. John's
South said, 'You are pushing socialism.” WNow the Minister of Social
Services .. is there disension in the ranks, Mr. Chairman. The Minister
of Social Services stands In his place and says, We are golng to go
ahead. We are going to implement special works programmes.” T wonder

if the honourable -
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MR, HICKEY: Who is inltlating them? This Province?

MR, NEARY: My, Chairman, I will deal with that because T did attend
a number of -

MR, MICKEY: Tultiated by the Federal Government.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I did attend a number of federal-pruvincial
conferences for Ministers of Welfare,when 1 was minister of that
department, Sir, I can inform the hounourable minister and members of

this honourable House that I pushed hard -

AN HON, MEMBER: 1 suppose you know your way arcurndd Ottawa.

:  Yes, that is what T do know my way around, Ottawa. I know
my way around Ottawa almost as well as the honourable Premier does.
You see, Mr. Chairman, T pushed hard to have funds of the Canada
Assistance Plan made available for special works nrogrammes because,
Siv, the reason that we could nor po ahead in this province was
because,although the Covermment of Canada would pay fifty per—-cent
of the labour cost,they would not contriburte one penny towards the
capital cost and little old, poor Newfoundland could not go ahead,
Sir. Ontario could. B.C. could, the wealthy provinces could go ahead
and carry out special works programmes under the Canada Assistance
Plan funds thatwere available but Newfoundland could not.

Sir, I ralked Ottawa into changing that, The honourable
member for St., John's Fast looks at me. I dfd, the little fellow
from Quigley’s Line,not from Gambo, the little fellow from Quiglev's
Line,over on Bell Island, talked Ottawa into changing that policy,
‘8ir, and now the funds are avaliable both for canital and labour.
Not only that, Sir, but the Govermment of Canada,through the
opportunity for vouth programme and through the local Incentives
programme, have created a great liberal primciple 8ir, a great liberal
principle. The Tories do not believe in that, Sir. That 1is not thelr

philosophy, not thelr philosphy, Mr. Chalrman. They do not belleve in 1t.
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AN HON. MEMBER: You do not understand philosophy that is why you -
MR, NEARY:  0h, listen to prate~box down there in the cerner,

Mr. Chairman. Now, Mr, Chairman, we heard the minister spend shout
a half an hour or so mouthing nothingness, Sir, nothing. What
programmes? What programmes is the honourable minister talking
about? " No rehabilation’he says “inthe department, No rehabilation?
He said we are going to have rehabilation, What ig 1t they are
roing to do? The minister did not sav what they were goling to do.
MR, HICKEY: You would love to know, would you not?

MR, NEARY: T wonld like to know and so would the neople of
Newfoundland like to know. The greatest joke of all. Mr, Chalrman,
the preatest joke of all he says'my door is always open.' The door
may be open, Sir, but there is never anybody there not according

to the number of phone calls that come to the Opposition offices,
S8ir. the number of letters that T recelve daily from welfare
recipients acrogs this province and the number of telephone calls

T pet, Sir. The winister did not tell us who his executive assistant
was yet or what the salary is. He did not tell us his name.

MR, HICKEY: Do you want to know? To you want me to tell vou now?
MR. NBARY: Yes. I would like to lmow. Let us have it. then the
honourable minister stands up.

MR. TICKEY: T said, Mr. Chairman, at the outset,] did not wish to
gzet into personalities. 1 taok a note of the auestion asked -

MR. NFARV: 1T yielded the floor to pet the name of the minister’s
executive assistant and I am not filnished vyet.

MR. NICKEY:  Mr. Chairman, I had a reason for not giving it and I
am about to explain it,if the honourable gentleman will sit down T
will pive 1it.

MR, NEARY: All I want is the name, Mr. Chalrman.

MR. NICKEY: %ell, you are going to get more than the name.
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ﬁﬁinﬂﬁéﬁiz No, Mr. Chairman, I am not ylelding the Ffloor.

MR, HICKEY: You are not yielding the fleoor, are you? All right then
when I take my stand, when I get up again I will give it to you. T

will glve you more than that too.

MR. NRARY: Mr. Chairman, I am not going to stand here and be threatened
by a minister.

MR. HICKEY: I am not threatening. T was only going to glve him some
inforaation,

MR. CIATRMAN: Order!

Sir. I want to know the name of the executive assistant

because, as L started to say,”my door is always open,” he said, “always
oper, ' Well, Sir, 1f it Is there is never anybody there because the
welfare recipients cannot get to talk to the minister, Siv. Despite
the minister's plea, 'Write Mrs, Crawford," he savs, "she is a very
capahle woman,” and so she is, Mr. Chairman, a very competent woman,
very capable,put there by my colleapue, the lLeader of the Opposition,as
director of inquiries, a good choice, a wonderful woman. T like her
very much. But, Sir, he says, "Do not interfere.” He pleads with
members of the lHouse not to interfere.

Mr, Chairman, would the honourable minister tell us why we are
elacted. Why are nmembers elected to this House? S0 somebody will
call up my colleapue here from Bonavista North or my colleague from
Labrador North or Twillingate or the member fer St. John's South,
if he can be reached, 1if they can get through to him, if they can
-reach him or the member for St. John's East if he can be reached or
the member for St. Jehn's Center if he is not stubbing his toe in
the swirming pool, if they can reach them, Sir, if thev can reach
them, Mr. Chairman, -

MR, CHATRMAN : Order! The heading we are under is Heading X1 - Social
Services and Rehabilatien, the management of that department is under
discussioun.

MR, NEARY: Yés, Mr. Chalrman, I realize that. BSo, Mr. Chalrman.
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when a welfare reciplent approaches a member of the House of Assembly
they have done so as a wight, that is their vight, Tt 1s the duny
and responsibility of that member te take up the complalnt with
whatever person he sees [it,in the interest of hisz constituent, I
say, Sir, that statement the minister made is hogwash. The minlster
18 an elected reprasentative of the pecple and his door should be
open, Sir, and he should be sitting in his offilce mecting the

clients of that department.

MR, HICKEY: I do not have that many constituents on waelfare.

MR. NEARY: The honovrable minister says he does not have that nmany
people on welfare. The honourable minister represents all the peorle
of this nrovince, 8ir, all the peonle of this province and they
cannot get to see him, Not the kind of 3 policy that we ran, Sir,

we ran an open-door policy.

MR, WICKEY: 1 did not refuse the Citizens’ Ripghts Group aid.

MR, NEARY:  Mr. Chalrman, the minister says he did not refuse the
Cltizens'Rights Group aid. Well, Sir, in the telepram of Mav 4 and

T quote and T can table this, Mr. Chairman, the Citizens'Rights ¢ roup
says it has been given a flat refusal.

MR, HICKEY:  (Inaudible).

MR, NEARY: My, Chairman, the honourable minister has been away

for two weeks and now he comes bhack, Sir, out of touch with reality
and keeps interrupting. Hr. Chalirman, can I proceed with my

remarks without interruption from the chief's sean? Sir, it sayvs

here; glven a flat refusal,
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MR, NEARY: Mr. Chalrman, they are starting to break. The bloom is

sone off the rose, they are starting te break, Siv. But we will be

here until Labour Day, you need not worry about that, if necessary

we will he here for the rest of the winter, It does not bother me,

T am quite satlsfied to stay here, Slr. Maybe the Minister of Financs
will pass arvound some pllls so we can all rvelax, petting jumpy, irritable
and cvanky, Sir. The weather is fine and they want to get outdoors in
the gunzhine. Well Sir, ¥ will stay here wntil doomsday myself,

To quote from this artiecle, Mr., Chairmam,''the Ciltizens’ Rights
Crouwp says it has been given a flat refusal hy the Provincial Government
to a request for operating funds ewen though the organlzation 1s
recelving raferral of cases frvom offileials of the Department of Social
Services and Rehabilitation."

The minister says, " I was asked, In passing, during a
conversation wlth two representatives of the CGitlzens' Rights Groups and
I did not say anything one way or the other.'" Mr. Hickey said.

MR. HICKEY: That is the truth and the Cltizens’ Rights Group will tell
you aboui: it, that the Information they gave the press was Incorrect.
They mlsinterpreted what I said. Is that all the hon, gentleman wants?
Because if he wants some X have some more information here.

MR. NEARY: Mr, Chalrman, I refuse to stand hege in this House and be
threatened by an hon, minlster. If the hon. minister has anything to
put on the table of this House, Sir, let him put it on the table, Never
mind his snide remarks, his idnnuendoes, puk it on the table, Sir.

MR. HICKEY: %Let us get on to the next vote.

MR, WEARY: If the hon. minilster provokes me, I will put something

MRLNEARY: T will put gomething on the table, Mr. Chairman. If I were
the hon. member T would not provoke me too far.

MR, HICKEY: No, T will.,.
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MR, NEARY: Here ls what Mr. Hickey sald, according to this,..

Point of Order, what Is Lt the hon. gentleman has?

I challenge him, whatever he has, layit on the table now.
In due course, before those estimates are through, I
will lay on the table of the House what T have.
MR, NEARY: 1Is that a Point of Order, Mr, Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon.member for Bell Island may continue with
his debate.
MR. WEARY: Anyway, Mr. Chairman, here is what another quote from this
article says. "Mr. Hickey suppliied the group with a letter of recommendation
te the Federal Canada Assistance,"” that is not the part I wanted to
read, Sir. " Mr. Hickey sald he would like to help but there were no
funds available, Mr. Evans or Mrs, Evans or wheever was dealing with
it, said he approved of our organization and would like to help but there
are no funds available."
S0 I merely mentioned in passing last evening, Sir, that
I have a very high regard for this group, this Citizens’ Rights Group and
I alse have a high regard for the Tenants' Riphts Association, Sir, and
I forgot to mention in my remarks yesterday evening and this afternoon,
when I was on the subject of housing, that I would like to see
legislation brought into this Mouse protecting tenants' rights., 1 think
we should do it in thhs session.
There are some interesting items in today's "Evening
Telegram' I do not have 1t here with me but I would recommend that
hon. members read it and just see how the poor people In this province
are being treated by some of the landlords, especially here in St. John's.
How, Mr. Chairman, I do unot think that there are any
other points that T want to comment on at this time, I will wait until
I get down to the subheads. 1 do want to know the name of the executive
assistant and what his salary 1s, I will sit down in my own time,
Mr. Chalrman, The hon, member for St, John's Fast is anxlous to get on

with the estimates and
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MR, HEARV: Ho am I so let us go.
MR. HICKEY: #r. Chalwman,
MR, CHAIRMAN:  The Mianlster of Soclal and Community Development.

HOW,. A. SENIOR: (MINISTER OF SOCLAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT):

Mr. Chairman, just for a brief minute,if 1 way,there are a couple of
pointe that § would like to speak on. (1) The matter thal was raised
by the honourable member for Bell Island earlier this afternoon
concerning the new citizens home In Grand Falls and saying that I
had made a certaln statement which was carried by radio station

CJON in Crand Falls. I checked with the radio statlion, They have
carried no such gtatement and this 1s a complete misrepresentation
of the fact. The honourable member for Bell Island 1s daliberately
trying to mislead this House and also trylng to mislead the public
by saying that I have made statements in the press whieh I have

not made and have no Intention of maling.

The other poliat that I would like to speak on briefly is a matter
which 1s related to our department and which has been referred to
briefly this afternoon and that is & speclal make-work programmes
to benefit people who are out of work. This has been expounded as
a2 great Liberal philosophy. I would like to tell the honourable
gentieman for Bell Island a little story in couneciion with the
latest gpecial works programme that was carried out in Newfoundland,
which is the Federai-Provinclal Employment Loaas Programme.

On November 30, 1971, the Federal Minlster of Finance, Mr. Benson,
wrote to the former Premier of this provinece advising him that
$7.5 miilion would be available to this provinee under the Federal-
Provincial Loans Programme. He asked the former Premier d1f in fact
the Province of Newfoundland would wvant to participate in this
programme. 1t is very significant, Mr. Chalrman, that it was not

untll January 12, 1972, that the Premier replied to Mr. Benson,informing
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MR, SENIOR: him that the province would ilke to participate in his
programme, almost a month and a-half later. The deadline for submitting
applications was January 31, 1972. The Progressive Conservative
Party took over the government of thils province around January 18 or
Januazry 20, which left us approximately ten days te take advantage of
this programme.

The polnt T am trying to make, 81z, is that 4f in fact the former
Liberal Government were so anxlious to put Newfoundlanders teo work,
they certainly have not demonstrated 1t by their handling of the
Federal=Provincial Fmployment Loans Programme, because here we had
$7.5 million available to this province, to put our people to work,
and they just sat ou it for a month and a-half leaving us with ten
days in order to submit application.

Mr, Chairman, to review the list of silly projects to include
into this programme is absolutely ludicrous. They had the gall
and the nerve during the election campaign to come out and make
provincial issues out of some of the projects that were approved,
when we had such a short time. Mr. Chalrman, we were in office
at least two or three days, at least that long, Sir, before we
even found out ahout the programme. No, it took us that long just
to find our offices and get our coats off and unpack our briefcases.
These people are trylnp to tell us that they had the interest of
the unemployed people of Newfoundland at heart, that they want to
get our people off of welfare. §ir, I canpot believe that and it
was not certainly demonstrated by their handling of this programme.
Thev have dome nothing but criticize our handling of this programme,
when all they did, $ir, was sit on it and did absolutely nothing
about it.

MR, HICKEY: Would the honourable member like to say something on
thisg?
MR. NEARY: X could not let that statement go unchallenged, Sir,

because it is not true. Tt is not true. The honourable -
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MR, SENTOR: Mr. Chairman, on a peint of order, I ecan table in
faet' what I just gave in this honourable House,

MR. NEARY: My, Chairman, the minister can table all the facts he
wants to  but I can tell the honourable minister right now that
the honourable Premiler grabbed that $7.5 million so fast that the
honourable Mr. Bengonr did not know what struck him. Sir, when we
left office we had been arranging programmes and projects to take

advantage of this $7.5 million. We had already taken advantage of

one $7.5 million the vear hafore. The minister should know that,
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o we were dealing with the matter, we had the situation well in hand,
Sir, You know . Mr. Chairman, the first project that was announced:
As soom as the minlster got in office, he could not wai; but rushed into
the television statiouns, into the mlerophones and into the news

offices and announced $150,000 for a golf course in CGrand Falls.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:  Ah!

MR. NEARY: I would not mind too badly, Sir, I would not mind too
badly, but it was privately ovmed, HNot a putt, no welfare reciplents

In there, Sir, plaving golf, I guarantee Your Honour that, ¥No low
income or middle fncome or welfare recipients in there plaving golf.

MR. SENIOR: __  Ne, they are working on the golf course.

MR. WEARY:  Tor that the honourable minister should get a membership
card for kife,

MR. SENIOR: T have one.

MR, NEARY: There you go, Mr. Chalrman, there it 1s.

MR, SENIOR: Want me to see what I can do?

MR. NEARY: I just wanted to correct that statement for the record,
Mr. Chairman, because 1t Is not true.

MR, A, SENIOR:  Better correct the first cne you made too.

MR, NEARY: The first ome I made? T said that the minister was alleged
to have made certaln statements

MR, SENTOR: That was not said.

MR. WNEARY: In Central Newfoundland, at least they were attributed to
him,

MR, SENIOR: That is not what was said.

MR, NEARY:  That is what I said, I did not accuse the henourahle
minister and T am gald that the honourable minister straightened it out.
I was glad to hear the Minister of Social Services amnnounce to the people
of Grand Falls that they are going to get their senior citizens' home.
MR. WICKEY- {(Inaudible)

MR, NEARY: Well, Mr. Chalrman, there was a rumour out there last week
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that, they wexe not golng to get it.

A rumour?

MR, NEARY: There was a rumour that they were not going to get it.
I reminded the hon. member in my remarks last evening that there was
a commitment by the former administration and, Sir, the honourable
minister sald there was no commitment made to the inter-falth group
in Grand Falle. No commitment? My, Chairman, maybe the honourable
winlster is not communicating with his deputy these days, because the
deputy has a complete file on that senior citizens' home in Crand
Falls. There was a cabinet directive, 81y, there was a commitment.
Premier Smallwood when he was in office made a public statement in
Grand Falls.

MR. HICKEY: T have it all.

MR. NEARY: He says; "No commltment.”

MR, HICKEY- It Is vague,

MR, NEARY:  '"Vague” he says, How vague can you pet when the Premier of
the province...

MR. SENTOR: =~ He made a statement and 1t went to the cabinet a

weel later,

MR, NEARY: Mr, Chalrman, how vague can you get when the Premier of

the province goes out to frand Falls... (When was the opening ocut there?)

MR, SENIOR- We will give you all the facts if you want them.

MR, NEARY: He made a public statement, Sir.

MR, SENIOR: He made a statement and went to the cabinet a week later.
MR. NEARY: It is vapue all right, It ia kind of vague. B8ir, I went

to Lewisporte, the honourable member for Lewisporte will be interested

in hearing this, T went to Lewisporte and I sat down with the inter-faith
group in that area, and I made a commitment, Sir. I made a commitment

to that group,..

MR, SENTOR:  Why do you mot finish on Crand Falls first?

MR. NEARY.  Grand Falls 1s finished. As far as T am concerned, we made
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& commitment to the people of Central Newfoundiand that we wounld build
a senlor citizens' home in Grand TFalls, and now the minister has
confirmed that.

Sir, there was a commitment made to Lewisporte. 1 do not
know whether the new administration is going to homour that commitment
or not, but it was made, 8ir. The minister made no comment on that.
MR. HICKEY:  {(Inaudible)

MR, NEARY: If he made a commnet on it, he did not say whether they
were going to honour that commitment or not. We also made a commitment,
Sir, to 5t. Anthony. I went to St. Anthony with the membher for White
Bay Worth and made a commitment and that commitment was made in writing
toe, Sir. There are copies in the Department of Social Services and
Rehabilitation. If the minister would only spend a little more time in
his office, he might be able to f£ind these things.

MR, HICKEY:  Mr, Chalrman, let me deal with a couple of points. Tirst
of all, the situation on Lewlgsporte. There is nothing in my office to
indicate any commitment by the former administration by way of minute
in council or documentation of any description, If the hon. gentleman
rade a commitment he made it by word of mouth. We de not go on the
word of mouth of some former minlster. Futhermore, Mr. Chairman, the
commitment to St. Anthony was by commitment again, of a guaranteed

occupancy of ninety-eight percent. That is only part of the story.

Usually, the people who are interested in imstitutions,
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Mr. Chairman, once they have that guarantee then they comes along and
they probably wants $50,000 of their grant or $100,000 of their grant
or what hawve ybu. That is only just sucking in.

MR, NEARY: Well, so what?

MR. MICKEY: So what? So what? So nothing,

AN HON, MEMBER:  So they are not golng to get them.

MR

T never saild that,Mr. Chalrman. T said the people of
Lewisporte have been notified of the situation and now that the
rentieman Is in his seat because when I made the statement he was
outside probably having a smoke and he did not hear me so T will
repeat it. T dnformed the people of Lewlsporte that a complete,
provinclal-wide policy will be announced regarding senior citizens
homes and until such time as that pelicy is announced no further
commltments of aoy description by way of occupancy, puarantee or
otherwise will be made. Wow that is not telling the people of
Lewisporte they are not going to get thelr home.

Now, Mr. Chairman, let me deal with the executive asslstant
which T disregarded on purpose because as I gald I have ne desire
te drag names or peonle into this debate, none. Believe me T have none
and T have done my best since vesterday to let those estimates run
through fairly smooth but I am having a fob. I do not mind telling
the House that T have an executive assistant. The name of that man
1s Mr. Dennis Boland,at the salary rate of $10,000 a vear. Prior to
that there were two other gentlemen who assisted me on a temporary
basis. That is all he wanted to know but he has made quite an dssue
on 1t,forgetting of course - Ohl) ¥ have heard all about those
executive assistants,what you people have called them since this House
opened. But you know, Mr. Chatrman, 1f 1t is the honourable gmentleman'’s
privilepe to drag thils through the House about my executive assistant,

maybe the House may be pleased to know that when the honourablie gentleman -

FaN
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MR. NEARY: My, Chairman, a point of order. What am I dragging through
the House? 1 merely ask the minister a auestion. What am ¥ dragping
through the House?
AN HOM. MEMBER: Mr, Chalrman, that is not a point of order.
MR. MEARY: But it is a charge. Mr. Chairman, and I refuse to accept it.
MR. BICKEY: Mr. Chairman, may T explain. What T wmeant by dragging it
through the House, I have heard varfous references mud certainly some
of them not too kind. I know of a gentleman who sat in the gallery
one day and T heard the honourable gsentleman or someone on that side
of the House make reference to him, What are we coming to? All right,
I never saild 1t was you.
MR. NEARY: It was not I .who referred to the honcurable gentleman.
MR. HICKEY: T never sald 1t was the honourable gentleman. T said
either the honourable gentleman or someone else. Mr. Chairman, those
people are free to sit in the gallery if they have a minute, are they
not? TIs it not a good idea that they be versed in what poes on?
Maybe they might have better sense than to pget into politics, Now,
Mr. Chalrman, at least T provided a job for someone. The honourable
gentleman had an executive assistant and he talks as though he did
not have one. WHe had one in the person of Mr. Green, Al.Green, paid
at the rate of $10,000,though for what, Mr. Chairman? What was the
man's purpose? What was his job? Speech writing, coming up with new
ldeas, Interfering with the fileld staff, phoning welfare officers
and telling them what to do. That was his job.

Mr. Chalrman, let me assure this henourahle House -~
AN HON, MIMBER:  (Tnaudible).
MR, HICKEY: There is a threat, Mr. Chalrman, for you. There is a
threat, Mr. Chalrman., T should now run out of the House I suppose and

run home
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MR. CROSBIE: How many jobs does he have?

MR, WICKEY: Do not pay any mind, T bave had five years of it.

AN HOM, MEMBER:  The honourabie Minister of Finance asked vou a
quesiion.

MR. CROSBIE: How many jobs doda vour assistant have?

MR. HICKEY:  Hew many jobs?

MR _GROSBIE:  Yes.

MR. HICKEY: My executive assistant, Mr. Chalrman, has one job. The
executive assistant of the former minister was I suppose a civil
servant or next te it. He was an lustructor at the Trades Collepe and
his post of executlve assistant was It addition, Now granted he may not
have been paid at the repular rate while he was an igstructor. but that
1s beside the point.

AN EON, MFMBER: That is the point.

MR. HICKEY:  That is the point? Not really, not really, Mr. Chairman,
At least ¥ provided a lob, a full-time tob for somebody for a number of
years. At least my executive asslstant does not write my speeches for
me, That is not part of his job.

AN HON. MEMBER:  Mr, McLean does that.

MR. HICKEY: Well I hope, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mclean can do a better job
than scratch on paper like this, and this is my speech. The proof of
the pudding 1s in the eating. One other thing I should deal with,

Mr. Chairman, is about being In my offlce. T am In my office. The hon.
pentleman may not think so, but I am there gquite a number of hours of
the day and into the night as well,as he used to be. He did not hear
me criticize him though or tell him that he was not in his office, because
I had better sense. I had better sense than to sugpest that a Minister
of Welfare, above any other portfolio,would not be in his office. He
could not possibly even live 1n the department without being in his
office, because it is such an arducus job, with half the province after

him looking for this or looking for that. What nonsense!
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Mr. Chairman, let me say why some people do mot pet in my

office.

AN HOM, MEMBER:  Tce busy cleaning up the mess,

MR. HICKEY: No, we have covered that. The honourable gentleman
interfered in an internal matter in my district,which was none of his
business and he pot the answer that he deserved, My, Chatrman, T
will leave it at that. T will leave it at that. I have no desire to
go any further on it. What I am goiny to say is a matter of polley.
We have over three hundred people in the field, professlionals most

of them. Those who are not are experienced in terms of fifteen years,
twenty years some of them. They are competent, some of the best people
who are 1n the public service,

Mr. Chalrman, the qulckest way-for a citizen of this province
to pet assistance is to go to the welfare officer. When anyone comes to
my department to see me about a welfave matter, the first cuestion T
ask them is: "Did you see the welfare officer?" If they say:; "Wo.," I
say; ‘Well 1T am sorry lady or I am sorry sir, go back and see the
welfare officer, hecause he and only he or her” (whatever the case may
be) “has the authority to assist you.” 1 am not interfering in the
affairs of my officials at the field level. TIf I did, Mr, Chairman,
what do T need over three hundred people for, 1f I am golng to have a
continuous parade in my lobby down there, which the honourable pentleman
had and which he asked for, which he condened and which he perpetrated?

Mr. Chairman, let me say something else. One of the reasous
for the cost petting out of hand during the past year or maybe for the
past three vears is because the honourable gentleman involved himself
at the field level to such a degree that there was something to be said,
some merit, some basls to go and see the honourable minister. There 1s
no polnt in a citizen of this province coming to see me for welfare 1f
in fact my official has glven that person whatever the law or policy
prescribes. ¥ say now, and I am not ashamed to say so, there 1s no

point Iin them coming to see me.
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But, My, Chairman, there has not heen a constituent of
mlne, nor there has not been a cltizen of this province...
AN HON, MENBFR:  (Imaudible)
MR, BICKEY:  Xs that right? The honourable gentleman did not follow
up oun that did he? T will inform him in a minute about his cod's
heads. T will tell him in a minute about his cod's heads.
AN HOM. MEMBER:  He has really done it.
MR, HICKEY:  Sensationalism.
AN HON. MENBFR:  (Inaudible)
MR, WICKEY:  'Neary cods House with petitlon.” He cedded more than
the House, Mr. Chairmau, or he s trying, BHe is trying to cod my
congtituency, 1 hope he comes down there the next time.

Anyuay, ¥r, Chalrman,

AN TION. MEMBFER:  (TInaudible)

MR, HICKEY: T heope so. The barber will be only In the shave with the
results that he got. Mr. Chalrmen, the reason that I do not see and

de not spend too wmuch time wlth, but no one comes to my office that I

do not sav a few words to or meet and say: "Look, this 1s a matter that
one of my officlals can deal wilth. They can give vou whatever is
necessary 1f vou are envitled to it. You will even save time 1if vou see
my officiais, In the meantime, if vou want to see me about something

else. by all means. come in." I have never refused, Mr. Chairman
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MR, HICKEY: to see any cltizen of this province, be he from my
district or otherwise, who wanted to see wme on any matter, [f it
was not about welfare, they were welcome and they came fn  and they
were given all the time they wanted, If it was about welfave, T
elther discussed it with them dn the corridor, to save time for them
and myself ,and divected them to Mrs. Crawford or the appropriate
officials

Mr, Chairman, T am sorry that the hon. gentleman does not
agree with the difference between my adminilstration and hisg, but he
should not be oo quick to judge as to what the results will be. He
does not find the press in my offilce too often, very, very seldom.
No more than he finds my name in print very often, making relcases,
because T am not press congclious, 1 have got a job to do, Mr, Chairman,
I have acknowledged it and I face it and I accept it and I am
interested in getting it done. I have got too much to do in trying to
change the policy that the hon. gentleman lived with for three years an
did next to nothing with, to waste my time doing the job that we pay
public officials to do throughout this province,from one end to the other.
MR, MEARY: I want to make a comment hut I do not want to be provoked
and I think 1 will just let the matter slide and just say that now it
must be obrvious to everybody now what a lightweight the minlster
really is.

On wotleon, total subhead 1101, carried.

On metion, total subhead 1102, carried,

On motion, total subhead 1132, carried.

On metion, total subhead 1114, carried,

MR, ROWE (¥M.): (1131-N1) Mr. Chairman, is this the subhead where

welfare officers are pald, or 1s it the other one over here,
Regional Welfare Services Salaries?
Salaries for welfare officers, I want to make a

few remarks on welfare officers but T want to make them under the
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MR, ROWE:  ripht subhead. Salarles for welfare officers, does
it come wder L131-01, or does it come wunder 1152-01 Replonal
WQlfare‘Services?

MR, HICKEY: I thiuk, Mr. Chairman, that would be under I'icld Services
~ 1152 that is,

MR, ROWE: Okay T will walit until then, Mr. Chairman,

MR, GILLETT: (1131-03-02) Trid ¥ understand correctly the minister
to say that since the present administration came into power

they have made it posaible for people on lonp-term assistance

te supplement thelr iIncome,shall I say, by earning $30 a month?
MR, MICKEY: T koow Mr. Chalrman, that the hon. gentleman heard
correctly as te the amount but that was in connection with short-
term reciplents, In other words, that is the emplovable, that does
uot apply to long-term. I think he will agree that the amount is
I belleve $90 they are allowed to earn & month, long-term pecple.
But this Incentives programme only applies te the short-term
reciplent, that is the person who gets welfare because of lack of
employnment.

MR, GILLETT: M™wx. Chadrman, then I do understand that a person on
long~term assistance can eaxn up to $90 per month. Is this recently?
MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chalrman, that has been in effect - just a moment

I will get the notes here on it.
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Mr. Chalrman, that Is correct. It is ninety dollars per momth as

long as they earn that woney for employment which 15 noncompetitive,

The long-term reciplent is mot permitted to earn ninety dollars a montis,
i.e., in an occupation whersin he or she would be taking employment

from someone who is not in receipt of assistance., In otheyr words it is
noncompetitive employment. There are a number of thinpgs which come to
mind, like pilcking berries, handlerafis, washing windows, palnting
houses, a number of things, There is one thing which they canunot do

in terms of industry, they cammot fish. If they filsh, this is considered
competitive and, of course, if a pevson can go out and fish and earnm
ninety dollars, we feel surely they can go out and earn wmore than aninety
dollars, This would disqualify them from long~term assistance and they
would go back on shert term. Am I making it cleax?

MR. GILLETELM_I Mr, Chalrman, I thank the honourable minigter for it
but I wondered whether or not this was a just regulation really. After
all, if somebody earns eigaty cents picking a gallon of blueberries,

he 1s competing because somebody else can take that. If a fishermen
goes out and jlgs a cod fish, there 1s no guarantee that some other
fishermen is going to jlg that fish, that same fish. T would say

that the medical doctor when he places a person,and I presume he is

the one who does place a person on long-term assistance, he does so
because he says to this many "well look,l sm soxry you cannot go into
the lumber woods any more. You have broken yourself up. This is it,

You cannot earn a livelihood for your family from now on."” The complete
incentive, inltiative and everythipng that the man had is taken away from
him when he is unable to go and pull up a lobster pot or take his row
boat or small speed boat and go out and catch a few fish when he feels
himself that he can do it. I have one person in particular whom I know
quite well. He brought this to my attention and this is why i have been
waiting to bring it to the attention of the House. He told me that he had

to walk in over the hills on fine days,while he was watching other men

Jui1



June 22, 1972 Tape no. 945 Page 2 - MRW
My, Gillett

such as school teachers and postmastevs and what vnot go out fishing. He
could not go out and catch a few Fish, He said, "all i wanted to do

was just catch what I thought I was able to catch, split and salt and
Just take off.I cammot do a thing. I am not allowed, If T do,my
long~term assistance will be cut." 1 would like to see, My. Chairman

1£ these cases could be cervtified by the medical officer. T know thatl
everything is taken advantage of. ¥ can assure vou in this particular
cage and othex cases of which T koow, the incentive ia taken right out of
these people, I do not think they would mention it to me Lf they did not
feel that thely lives are pow null and vold. They might just as well be
dead. 1 would urge upon the minizter, in his wisdom,to see if he

could come up with some sori of a plan, whether it be through the co-operation

and the assilstance of the medical officer whe
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certifies this person or a feam of doctors or whatever it should he,
and see Lf he should not be allowed to earn a little bit,depending
on the agize of hig family, of course,

MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chalrman, I just have a couple of minutes to go,
May I gsay that this s a matier whleh 1l certalnly noi new to ma
and my officlals, We have been szovt of wrestling with this one and
we realize that there are some problems and there ars some areas
where it cevtalnly can be sald to be unfair. Theve is also the
aspect of it where it could well be indicated that we are discouraging
people from fishing or from geing to work/which is the wvery thing
we are Lrying to cope with and trying to eliminate. Bub involved
in it 1s the problem that, first of all, we have two types of
assistance, that of shori term and long term.

I might say, 5ir, rhat in my view, we should not have two iLypes,
it should be one. We are working towards sometime,whenever it might
be, there are a aumber of problems involved,in bringiecg both allowances
together. But there are guite a nurber of problems imvolved there.

Now with regards to the long term recipient, we are working on
a policy to set up a medlical veview board, which certainly can do a
better job than is being done at the moment, Because we do believe
that 1in fact we know that there are some cases where certainly it
would indicate that there is a need for a more thorough medical
examination. Possibly when this Is set up it may be possible that
something can be done to improve on this. I cannot see it belng
changed or wiped out completely.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is now six o'clock., Shall 1131-03 carry?
MR, W.N., ROWE: #r. Chaimman, before you raise the committee, I

would like for this one to gtand, I have just a short word to say

on it.
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Cun motion that the comaittee rise report having passed estimates
of expenditure under the followlng heading; Heading XT ~ Social
Services and Rehabilitation - Items 110} to 1131-03-01 and ask
leave to sit again, My, Speaker returned to the Chalr.

On motion report received and adopted.

On motion committee ordered to sit again presently.

MR, SPEAKER: I now being 6:00 P.M. I do leave the Chair wntil §:00 P.M.
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The House resumed af 8:00 P .M,
Mr., Speaker In the Chair.

On motion that the Fouse go into Committee of the Whole on
Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

COMMITTEL OF SUPPLY:

MR, CHATRMAN:  Order! Heading XI - 1131(03}(02):

MR, ROWE(Y.N.): Mr, Chairman, this is the long term social assistance

sub~head and just before we recessed the lHouse I menticned that T

would like to sav something very brieflv on this. I would lile te

hear the members corments on the whole concept of short-term assistance

and long-term social asslstance for welfare reclpients. I was very

interested to hear that his department is thinking. T do not know 1f

it has gone beyond the thinking stage vet but his department is

thinking in terms of bringing these twe thines closer together with

ne doubt the view in mind or the ratlonale in mind that if a person

is forced to go on soclal assistance, ro on relilef for whatever cause,

whether it 1s because he 1is unable to find a fob or whether it is

because he 1s disabled physically or mentally,that they still have

Families to feed and that it is probably wnjust and inecuitable for

two types of families, one on short-term social assistance and one

on long-term social assistance te have such a disparity in family income,

This is ag undoubtedly the rationale underlying the minister's thinkine

about trying to bring these closer topether If not make them fdentical.
"hile be is thinking about that,I would lile to throw out one

or two examples of additional injustice which I see in this system,

which have come to my attentlon throughout my constituency and elsewhere,

T refet to the person who has been turned down, as they say, by a

doctor, for everything, turned down for all work except light work., Sir,

if a man 18 a2 lawyer or a doctor or an engineer er a draftsman oy some

kind of an office worker,it makes no difference as far as his income 18

concerned that he has been turned down for heavy work and that he Is only
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allowed by his physican te do light work, it makes ne difference to him
as he can ardll eavn a Mwvinp. But what T found in too many cases.
Slr, in my own constituency,is that vou will get a man vho is a labourar,
he has no trainiong of anv kind, no skill of any kind and he is put into
thlg very unjust and inequitable catepory of being turned down excent
for light work, 0f course. Lf a man has no trade, litele education,
no skill of any kind,that really means that he is finished as far as
the labour market is concerned. The only thing that is open to him
would be some kind of janiterial work,which of course that tvpe of
a job is not exactly, there is not an over supnly of that type of
job.

There 1s oue man springs to mind, a man with a ‘very large
Family and a wife to look afrer, He was working in Rambler Mine and
he has been turved down for everything except liecht work and he has
been offered a janitorial job but his condition iz such that he cannot
work in the mine there because of his byonchial condition and the dust
and that around. So although the man 1s supposed to be fit for light
work and would be Fit for light work say fIn this bhuilding in his own
environment, his own hometown,this man is effectively barred from the
labour market. T am woundering, while the minister is tryinp to
think out some total and comprehensive raticunale for hringing together
the long-term and short-term social assistance programme,ff in the
meantime some interim step can be made with respect to men or women,
for that matter,who are barred from dolng heavy work, cannot find the
light work, if those people could he put on the long-term social
agsiatance programme and would thereby be petting a very enhanced

income compared to the short-term goclal assistance propramme,
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I am wondering if the minister would give me the benefit
of his comments on that, so that we can see where we are heading
in that direction.

Also, while 1 am on my feet, 8ir, another point which
has been broupght to my attentlon on several occaslons, is
the case where a man 1s working and loses his job or is disabled
from working and poes on social assistance of one kind or another.
But in the meantime,while he was working he has incurred some debts
with lending agencies of various kinds, I have had a dozen
instances in my district where these agencles, these lenders, they
are not banks,of course, they are lending agencles outside the
Bank Act, these lending agenciles, these lenders continue to pester
and drive almost to the point of insanity,usually the wife of such
a family, trying to get their money back, Especially somebody who can
do light work,who has not been put on long-term soclal assistance,
ke has been put on short-term soclal assistance, Pestering them to
death for momey, Often calling up collect or call up by long distance
telephone call and then adding on the cost of that call to the debt
that they have In their office and keep building up the debt, when they
know full well, Sir, that anybody on social assistance, unfortunately
on soclal assistance, without any fault of thelr own vwhatsoever, in
the vast majority of the cases, in spite of some of the remarks which have
been passed back and forth in this House this afternoon, the vast majority
would like to work, want to get a job of work but they are disabled.
either because of lack of work or physical or mental infirmity,
They are being pastered to death by these lending agenciles, Moét
of them also have some moral compunction about it, they hat; the fact
that they are owing this money and they cammot pay 1t back.

I wonder what the position of the department.is in that

type of case. Is there a system whereby some insurance 1s available or is it
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compulsory on the part of Lenders, whereby if a person loses a job
and is forced to go on social assistance or he is disabled and is
not able to work, whether the debt can he then ecancelled by the
insurance scheme or something of that nature? Because I have seen
5o much human misery among large families in certain parts of my
district and throughout this province,where they are torn between
thae desire to pay back monles lawfully incurred, for a car or
something, or sometimes not for a car but for furniture in most
cases, and furniture being a necessity, . Then they are torn between
the real desire to pay back that money, but by doing so they would
have to take the bread out of thelr children's wouths, That is what
it amounts to  because soclal assistance is not all that high.

T would like to hear the minister's remavks on those
two points. The one about being turned down except for light work
and the whole ldea of collection agencles and lending agencies getting
after people on welfare,

MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, first of all with regards to a point raised

by my hon. friend, in connection with people who are condemned,l suppose,
probably a good werd, to the occupatlon of light work. It reminds me
of a co-worker of mine,when I was In the fleld,who said. he wanted
light work defined and he sald,in making that observation,I prefexr
to have gomeone find it and then we will define 1t.
MR, ROWE: It just does not exlat,
MR. HICKEY: Exactly, it is a problem, it slways has been a problem
and certalnly it is probably more acute today than ever before as
more people become unemployed or as automatioan aggravates the situatlom.
I am not sure what the answer is, It is certainly a matter which we have
under consideration and review. We are attempting to find some remedy,
not a cure but to do something to sase the situation,

I mentioned just before we adjourned that it 1s our proposai that

we set up a medical review hoard to examine wore thoroughly the medical patients
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by various doctors throughout the province. This review board could
have a twofold purpose,as T see it. There fs a danger on the one hand.
Mr. Chalirman, that with the present policy some of our people might
well look upon long-term assistance as something +o which to
graduate fyom short. term. The rates are different, they are better.
There are various types of assistance that a person on lonp-term

can qualify for that a short~term person cannct. There appears in
fact to be an incentive for someone who is in receipt of short.term
agsistance for any length of time te in fact possibly want to get

on long~term asslstance. I think this 1s really the justification.
I do not think we need a better justification than this to bring
both together and have one programme.

In addition to that,I think we have to acknowledge, Mr.Chairman,
that peopnle In need,whatever the reason might be, be it throuph sickness,
disabllity or unemployment,have a right to a certain standard of living.
T do not think that one person has more of a right to a higher standard
than the other. 7 think there has to be equality in both groups. Now
there is an expenditure of funds Involved,if in fact we were to, it Is a
simple matter to bring hoth together. We could do it tomorrow but
certainly there is a matter of funds involved and at this point in
time it 1s just impossible to make that move or to make that improvement.
T am afraid what we have to do is possibly look to the Federal people
apain and polnt ocut some of the weaknesses of the system and the
advantages of bringing it together and endeavour to get maybe a little
preater slice of the cake,as it were under the Canada Assistance Plan.

With regards to the person; whom a doctor will not certify
as being incapacitated,l believe that thereare a number of factors
that are probably not being taken ianto account today. T am inclined
to apree that we should take intc account social factors as well as

medical factors. T am inclined to apree that we should take into
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account the scarcity of the tvpe of job that this person conld in fact
take. When a doctor certifies someone as being fit only for light
work, he 1s as much as condemming that person to a Form of assistance
which in a good many cases is inadequate. Certainly because of that,
T think there 15 some Injustice to that person.

The other situation is where T would think a goodly nunber of
vur people might well be on lougeterm assistance who could well
quallfy for work. In the present poliecy thers are many loopholes.
fertainly it 1s a dangerous situation to my mind because,as the
numbers increase and as a person remains on longwterm assistance
for any given length of tima'the chances of rehabilitating him,

of petting him off becomes less and less.
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MR. HICKEY:; I believe we are moving in the right direction to set
up a medical review board with some specialists, at varfous centres,
who will take upon themselves this chore of meeting every so often
to conslder medicals and to give them a thorough going.over. I
think we can do that, Mr, Chalrman, and possibly . whatever savings
we might realize,direct them to these or the group{and I would
suggest that this 1s a much smaller group} that my honourable friend
rvefers to.

His other point with regards to loan companles and what happens to
a person when they,through no fault of their ovn end up on assistance.
I certainly have an appreciation for this particular problem because
in too many instances and almost weekly it comes to our aitention,
The only ray of hope at the moment that I ecan offer him, I am not
gure 1f this {s the answer but at least we are prepared to explore
or try ov experiment with it and that Is ln the area of allied
services,in addition to what we are providing at the moment, where
our more professional people will work with our clients, our recipients.
I think this certainly, in fact I can say that this would be high
on the list of priorities in terms of areas where they will work; to
attempt to work out an arrangement with those loan companies to get
them off their backa, as it where, and to appreciate and realize
that (1) the amount of assistance given by thls department to people
is only enough and in some instances not enough, not sufficient to
care for their family, Surely a person who Is in receipt of
agssistance and who genuldely deserves and who is on 1t through no
fault of his own has sufficien% ©emotional problems than to
be further aggravated by loaw companies who are trying to squeeze
money out of them when in fact they do not have it to give.

This is certainly ome area in which my staff will be directing

some effort. There are many other areas as well,in terms of long
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MR, HICKEY: term veciplents, where I belisve some improvement can
be made and zome headway mwade in terms of helping people take part~
time joba te further improve thelr standards or uplift their
standards. VWhereas now I think, Mr. Chalrman, a lot of our
pecple are under the misconception, I do not think they are ceally
familiar with all the policles and all the provisions of our
programme. TFor example, I am sure that quite a number of our widows,
young women who are In receipt of agsistance, who have families,

who certainly have the skills to get out and go to work, who hesitate
to do so and.unfortunately, T think T have to say i1t, for fear that
the allowance will be just like that, discontinued.

There is a job of work to be done there lu the way of counselling
and a full and detailed explanation of our programme, WWr. Chafrman,
we will *take fnto account such expenses as money which is paid
for babysitters, housekeeping and what not. For after all, why
should a young woman who wishes to work on the one hand and who

certainly has the skills, the experilence to get out and work,
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why should she be kept at home simply because she 1s afraid she is
poing to lose her allowance? This is an area to which we are poing
to direct some effort.

Mr. Chairman, the area of housing for long-term vecipients,
this 1s a very important one. . It is certainly probably one of the
greatest problems that we have in my department. 1 gfald vesterday,
Sir, that my department should either be in the houslng business or
we should be out of it altogether. The amount of rents that we pay
and the kind of rents that we pay is alarming. The rents that we pay
for some of the accomnodations that are provided leaves much to be
degsired. We have a plan presently being put into effect to look into
this matter, certainly to assess the type of accommodations that are
belng provided and the type of accommodationgthat we are paying for.
Ve are golng to need the suppert of the municipal councils or the
town councils across the province. We are certainly going to need
the sunvort of the Department of Health, The fire Commigsioner and
some other different agencles.

Mr, Chalrman. 1 believe that 1f we are polnp to expend
public funds to pay rent,them we as the government who foot the bill
certalnly have a right to demand a reasonable level of accommodation
for the meney spent. We are presently making some effort in this
direction. I have allocated two people in St, John's at the moment
who will confine themselves to housing. One to find suitable housing
and apartments to ease the situation and hopefully in the future, to
make way for a complete crack-down on the slums or the housing ,which
1s inadequate and which Is in very poor condition,that we are paying
rent for.

So far as huilding materials are concerned, Mr. Chailrman, my
friend from Bell Island vesterday said that he was amazed to see that
I was suggesting a reduction. Mr. Chairman, far be it from me to say
that we should not spend money on housing., Certainly on the other

hand, Sir, we had best get the best results for the dollars we spend,
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In fact, we have to get the best results, and it Is our duty to do so.
The former administratlon proposed,T belleve,four inspectors,
four carpenter ingspectors to go avout the province to inspect homes
and to determine what repalrs wece to be made, My, Chairman, (I am
not sure, is 1t four or six? Six it 1s.) we discontinued thar
poiicy. We did not follow through on it. One of the reasons we did
not follow through was because we believe that we have people in the
field, in fact we know we have people ir the field who are cuslified
in the carpentry trade, who are serving as welfare officers, but as
sidelines. or prior to coming into the service were involved in the
carpentry trade, who know when a house is in need of repairs, who are

famillar with the structure
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of building homes and who are well qualified to determine whether
asslstance is needsd or repairs are needed or whether they are not. In
an effort, Mr. Chairman, to bring the ever rising costs of building
materials co some reasonable level by way of getting better value
for the dollar apent, I have allocated from twelve to fifteen people
who are in this category, varlous supervisory areas of the province,
to take upon themselwves the sole responalbility of housing, providing
building materfials and so on. ¥ think it is reasonable to say,
Mr, Chaixman,from now on,when asslistance is granted or when repairs are made
to a home,it will be only after that home i{s lmspected along the lines
of the carpentry trade and not iaspected by a welfare officer,
be it a male or female,who in fact knows very little about housing
in terms of structure, building materlalas or what have you., The
majority of our people, as competent as they are, could only say that
bullding materials are required,if in fact they see a hole in the
roof or a rotted window . s1ll or something of that nature. ¥r, Chairman,
experience has taught us that by going the voute we have been going in
the past, we sometimes get into repalrs to homes only to find that
twelve months after, six months after we are into the same home
again for possibly an even greater amount of money. The whole thing
has to be brought into line and done in a more efficient maomer. I
can certainly say,without any reservationm, that some action has heen taken
in this regard and we are now on our way to providing a better service
to thoge people in need of building materials.

This, Mr. Chairman, is what we mean when we talk of a reduction
in building materials, not necessarily to say that those people who are
in desperate need of emergency repairs will not get it. Certainly
this government are not Interssted in keeping anything from any one who

genuinely deserve it. But, Mr. Chalrman, in the past I am afraid that
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huilding materials got rather eut of hand, possibly in various sections
of the province,in some particular secticns more so ..an others.

Mg, Chairman, with regard to housing generally, my friend the member
for Bell Island sugpested that I should use my offices as a member

of the St. John's Housing Corporation,to get some of the people out of
Churchill Square and those other apartments. May I say, SBir,
categorically, right now,as long as I am minister of this department,
there will be no welfare ghetto. When we take welfare families

and hurtle them together in an apartment complex, that is just

what we are looking for,that is just what we are going to bave and

it is unavoidable. The former administration, Mr. Chairman,

made some headway in removing some of the stigma that 1s attached

to those unfortunate people who are 1ln receipt of assistance from

this department. Are we now to go back a few steps and place that

stigma back again, for that is exactly what we will be doing. I fatl
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MR. HICKEY: to see a slightest bit of sense in suggesting or
making a suggestion that we put welfare families in an apartment
complex or bullding or even for that matter any one given area.

All welfare famflies, Mr. Chairman, under this administration,will
be dispersed, They will be mixed among other citizens because there
is basilcally no diffevrence in a citizen or a family who ig in receipt
of assistance and those who are employed. As the saving goes, 'but
for the grace of God, go 1", It 1s ons person's turn today and
someope elsefs tomorrow, Illness can strike just as well as
vnemployment. And far be 1t for anyone to say, Mr. €hairman, or

far be 1t for anyone to look down on those who are on the payroll

of thls department. Sure we have some chiselers and we have some
people who beat the system, Let me just say at this point, we

are very consclous of the fact that we do and we aim to do something
about it, hécause wherever there is somebody who is beating the
system, that somebody 1s keeping something fromsomeone else who
needs 1t and needs 1t genuinely.

But certainly, Mr. Chairman, the answer to the housing problem
is not to house welfare people in apartment buildings. It is to
disperse them and scatter them around im warious places, the same as
any other group of ciltizens,

Mr. Chafrman,that is about all I have to say om this particular
heading.

MR. H.W.C. GILLETT: Mr. Chalrman, I must say that I have been wvery

impressed with the deliberations of the honourable the Minister of
Social Services and Rehabilitation, hoth this afterncon and this
evening., I agree one hundred percent with what he says, We do have
people who will beat that system, There are few mind you,and far
between. On the other hand we do have the people who genuninely are
honest and 1t was these,perhaps in minority, to whom I referred

this afternoon.
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MR, GILLETT: But I think that you would find, if you went avound the
country. andg of course, the honourable minlster knows this much better
than I do, I awm speaking of my own area in particuluar, that you would
find a great number of recipients,nevertheless, who because of no
fault of their own, unless working teo havrd 1s a fauit of their
own, that have been forced to go on welfare for the first time
in thelr lives. but to the long-term assistance and 1f they are not
allowed to earn any money at all .other than by cleaning windows or
plcking berries and a few speclal chores of that type, then in
effgpg they are on a guaranteed income, a low one perhaps, but
nevertheless they are guaranteed income no greater or no smaller,

Sa, as I sald this afternoon, I would like to hear an announcement
made by the honourable minister, even tonight, allowing recipients
of long~term assistance to earn,even 1f 4t is only the $90 per
month that they are allowed to earn picking berries and washing
windowa, 1f vou where to go out and jig a few filsh. I am sure that
it would be welcome news all around the province, It 1is not going to
cost the government a cent, It will not take a cent out of the
govaernment's Treasury. But 1f the minister would make that
announcement tonight I am sure that I would be very happy, because
I know many of the people, I grew up with them. I know them. I
worked with them really and,honest to God,I plty them. The ego
that they had 1s goume, the ego that put them where they are, the
incentive that put them whevre they are is gone.

I take my own case, Mr., Chairman, I have the maln arteriles of
ny legs blocked, I could not run the length of this building,
but if I were not allowed, 1f I were forced to go on long-term
asglstance and I were not allowed to earn any money, I think ¥
would just lay me down and die.

S0 1is the minlster prepared and will he make the statement

even bonight?
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MR. HICKEY: Mr. Chalrman, I assure my honourable friend that there is
nothing I would rather do than accede to his request and make that
statement. Unfortunately, I cannot. The gentleman who sits beside
me, my Assistant Deputy Minister, well knows that we have spent
many hours discussing this very same matter, 1 have had many people
come to me who want to do the very thing my honourable friend
refers to,namaly, go out and fish.

Let me say this to him,and certainly it is not much comfort
to the problem that he poses but let me say to him that it is
against my bellef the policy that we have, T agree with him
wholeheartedly that in fact, as it appears on the surface,we
are preventing people from working,although that is probably not

the right phrase. Certainly we are suggesting
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MR, HICKEY: that vou had better not go fishing or else vyour
allowanece will be cuz., This is what has been of great concern o me.
The thing ts though, Mr. Chairman, we cannot serap a policy uneil

we have one to replace it with and we must find a replacement for

that one before we scrap it, Because you see, maybe it is the

guaranteed annual {ncome,but you see, Mr. Chairman,when s person Is
certified as being incapacitated and cennot work, for medical reasons,
if he goes fishing, which is not considered Iight work, even though

I suggest that jlgging a few cod is probably as easy as picking

berries, nevertheless under our policy that is not considered light work
and therefore he in fact Iinvalidates his claim to the allowances that

he gets because of his certificate of incapacity.

So where is the answer? 1 am not sure where it is,

We are certainly puzsuing the matter, We are not happy with it. T have
to say to them, I have to be a little partisan and say to them that

the former administration brought this in, That is not to say that it
was easy for them to find a solution, I am sure it was not, but I think
all wlll agree that or certalnly,if not,T can Inform you that. one

of the reasons the restraints were placed on this form of employment,

in terms of competitive employment, is because of the talk we hear of
moonlighting, people who are emploved, let us say in the police force

or in the fire department or in any other occupation and who then go out
and earn additiomal Income in competitive employment.

The suggestion is that that job has been taken from someone
who is unemployed. Now, as I understand it and as my officlals inform
me, there was a fair degree of representation and criticism when in fact
our reciplents were permltted to do this, when they were permitted to

fish and yet draw assistance from this department,
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MR, HICKEY: So I am not sure where the answer is,All 1 can say to my
honourable friend is that we arve continuing to pursue the matter.

As soon as we can find a solution,T assure him that T will be only

too delighted to put it into effeet and T am sure that he will be
happy as well as I am.

MR, EARLE: T would like to say a few words on this. Based on the
limited experilence which I had in welfare, I was minister for only

ten and one-half months, this ia the one area of the administration
which I would say is hardest to administer and most difficult to
really come to leglcal couclusions. Most certainly, the lonpg-term
assistance field is not something for amateurs., As well=intentioned
as anybody may be, and particularly any member of this House when

ha visits his constituents or gets letters from them or calls on

them or sees them, and 1f he 1s a natural or normal human being, his
heart 1s generally all in sympathy with the person who 1s appealing to
him, But,believe, me I have learned the hard way, over many years, of just
how you can be fooled in this.

You can get two extremes in this sort of field. You get
the people who really need help,who generally say the least. Generally
you find,after dillgent digging in your district, that the people whe
do not pester you or the department but are really in genuine need are
the quiet souls who need attention, but very often the ones who keep
writing yvou and pestering you are the ones who do not.

I have many examples, I always make it a polnt in going
to the district, the people that write me on welfare, of poing into their
homes and seeing for myself what their conditions really are,as wmuch
as we can determine it. 7T remembér on one occasion going to one
certain village and the lady next door to this particular person who
was always writing me said, "Mr. Earle, would you mind going next door
and seeing these people, but do not tell them that I told you to come in."

i

So T went 1n and saw them, There were about eight or ten children around
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MR, EARLE: but that person’s house had more equipment and move
appliances than ¥ have do my own house here in St. John's, and new
ones.

The kitchen had been newly panelled, there were newly
built-in cupboards, there was good linoleum all over the place and I
loocked at it in amazement because the whole condition of the house
was somethiang that you would never expect to see in a welfare case,
T had another outstanding elght page letter,which I kept, from a
lady who sald to me, "Mr. Earle I am only getting 5286 a month, How
can you e@xpect me to pay for a new fridge, a new washer, a new electric
range, new linoleum an the £loor, newly bitilt in cupboards, plve something

" and this went on for

to the church, something to the Red Cross...
eipht pages. This is an appeal from somebody who was getting $286 a
month,

Well you run Iinto that sort of thinpg but right in the contrary
to that you will run into some poor,o0ld soul who iz possihly living
by herself, under deplorable counditions, has never said anything te
a welfare officer, has never writien you a letteruwor never appealed
te you, and she is livipng under conditions which are not fit for
an anfmal. I have run into some of these and these are the people who
really need help,

S0 all I am saying, Mr. Chairman, that in thié long~term
agslgtance vote or short-term,for that matter, it is a very dangerous
fleld indeed for an amateur te get into,because he does not really know
the circumstances. The people in the department do and they study these
things very well and I found that by relying on them,in ninety-nine cases
out of one hundred, you will get good advice., They know what they are
talking about,

I know I had one case where a fellow was writing me Ffor
repairs to his house so I went to visit him. The house looked perfectly

good, it looked find, so I sald; 'what is wrong with your house 7"
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MR, EARLE: He sald; "it 4s all gone underneath.'" So I sald, "open the

house and let us have a lood underneath,” He took out this trap doox
and he had to 1ift out ten Full cases of beer hefore we could get
under the house, Well naturally, I did not go to bat very much for
that fellow, This 13 the sort of thing you are up agalnst, if

you just take It at face value,

Now T am very pleased to hear the honourable minister say
that he is getting twenty-five additional welfare officers or
Inspectors or whatever you would like to call them,because T
think, and this is what I recommended when I was in the department
but 1t was never carrifed through, these people are neaded not only
to pet after the people who are receiving welfare under false
pretences, fortunately these are quite a minor percentage but they
also need to go throughout the villages and settlments and see many
cases that are In genuine need,that escape the attentlon of the
welfare officersbecause the people concerned are teo proud to bring
it to their attention.

Now it is on both sides, But I say, Mr. Chailrman, that it
is not an area where the average member of this House can make good
judgement or can veally judge a case, Thisis a job for a trained
welfare offilcer and I think the wore that members keep their noses
out of 1t, the better things will work.
1ike to ask the honmourable minister, and that is concerning the scnool tax.
I think that has been mentioned here before but I do have a letter from
one constitutent in particular and as I have already mentioned here
before also, the school tax authority in Lewisporte Is taking legal
action against these people. Now whether or not they can collect it
is more than I can say, Are these long~-term assistance reciplents

exempt f£rom the school tax?
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MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, my honourable friend, I do appreciate his
problem and I know exactly what he is invelved in and possibly
many of his constituents have this problem,

The wnly thing that I can say with repard £o school
taxes is that (1) - there is no provislon under The Social Assistance
Act whereby school tax may be paid from an allowance, In fact there
is no provision to pay any tax except that tax which is clearly
defined in our policy and that is,under household maintenance, a
recliplent ls permitted to pay a service fee to a town coqncil ar

c¢ity council whatever the case may be. But there is no provision in

our legislation nor
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policy to pay any kind of tax and also it has to be borne in mind that
the cheque of a recipient cannot be attached for pavment. 1 know that
this does not solve the problem and in fact it presents a problem for
the schoel board who has to have revenue I am not sure just what
the answer is here, but certainly the amount of money that those
people pet,it is clearlv defined what it is for and it is not to he
used for anything else. My assistant deputy minister tells me
nossibly the solution may be to amend the School Tax Act.
MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Chalrman, just hefore it carries there 1s iust one
matter, if I could ask the minister to comment upon. We all listened
with T think a very great deal of interest to the minister's remarks.
My jocularity at the end was not for anything the minister sald or
dld not say, I was quite impressed but rather gcowed by the steel
1ike actions of hiz colleagues surrounding him and In front of him
and in back of him and on either side of him,who flapped on the desk
on cue. I wanted to say that, becauvse T would not want the minister
to think that I am making light of his remarks,which ¥ thought were
well taken.

I do have to go on to say that what we heard was a statement
of Intentions and that is probably all we could expect to hear at
this stage. I mean,the minister has only been the minister for a
number of months, He will be there T would imagine for a number of
months or years yet to come. in the normal run of events he could
look forward to two or three or four vears. It will be next vear or
mavbe even the year after hefore we have .any opportunity in this
committee to assess whether the Intentions stated by the minister
whether they have dn fact been transformed into poliecy and into
programmes. I think that Is what a law school professor of mine would
call a penetrating insight into the obvious, T think it should be s

that the wminister is starting out with the very best of intentions
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and T think the bhonourable gentlewan from Fortune Bay would agree that
all Ministers of Welfare or whatever they are now called, Sccial Services
and Rehabilation.start out wlth pood intentions and many of the good
intentions, T submit, come to grief along the rvoad, come to grief

elther at the hands of the Treasury Board, in the Department of
Flnance,or come to grief in the more practical reslm of the day to

day administration,

The housing auestion in pavticular, as far as I know every
Minister of Welfare this province has had has tanpled with this
question and none of them or if vou wish, 81r, none of us have
solved this. Tt may well be that the present minister will sclve
it. I hope so. I devotely hone so, T will not be surprised if
he does not but my heart would not hold that apalinst him. AL least
he is starting with good intentlons. So as 1 saild,next year the
same time, the same nlace, the same actors,it will not be aulte the
same script. Next yvear 1t will not be a statement of intentlons, it
will be a statement of accomplishment or lack of accomplishment and
next year we will probably have a little move to talk about. Really
the only minister we have been able to get our teeth into is the
education minister, because he is the only one who has tried to do
anything and, of course, as is well known in the province by now,
he has shown himself to be a first-class incompetent.

However, there is one matter 1 would Like to ask the minister
to expand upon a little. He touched upon the matter of medical
reviews and although I was deeply engrossed in the "Monltox" a most
estimable journal,which T am sure the minister reads every night, and
so he should, I was particularly taken by the picture of the honourable
Minister of Provincial Affairs, a very handsome picture indeed. Tt
ts in the "Monltor't Would the honourable pentleman l1ike a few extra

conles? It is a very handsome picture.
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MR, MURPHY:  They sent me 400 ~

MR. ROBERTS: Then the honourable minister will have 396 left over,
will he not? TF there are 400 for his friends he is bound to have
396 to go to strays.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS:  That is what I said tos However I listenad to the
Minlster of Soclal Services with 2 preat deal of interest wvhen he
spoke about the raview boards. As T understand him,and perhaps
he could exnand wvon thils, his idea is to have s eroun of specialists,
[ think he used the term “'medical, speclalists”in the sense of
medical speclalists review the lonpg—term assistance apnlications.
Mowr T d4id not hear him say and T may have missed this in my
enthusinsm for the pictures of the honourable Minister of Provinclal
Affalrs, T may have been carried awav and my secing gsense mav have
overcome my hearing sense -

MR. MURPIY: Do you think, being jealous -

MR. ROBERTS: Mr., Chairman, T am not jealous of the Minister of
Provincelal Affalrs. 1Tt is rather refreshing to know that every
bonfire in the province,the minilster is there representing us. I

go to sleep easy at night, knowing that. But what I am saying is that
the minister — 0Oh hold, the burp from Burgeo burped again.

MR. EVANS:  (Inaudihle}.

MR, ROBERTS: The only trouble, Mr. Chalvman, with the burp from
Burgeo is that he comes out in Hansard only as inaudible instead of
unbearable.

Mr. Chairman, the Minister of Soeial Services T think mentioned
medlcal specialists. I wonder if he could tell the committee how
he invisages it would work. As T recall it,there are about eighteen
thousand long term cases in the province, it is of that order, It

may be seventeen or nineteen but it is of the order of eighteen

Jud?
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thousand and it increases,agaln as T recall it by the order of one
to two thousand cases per year, That has been the recent hilstoricel
pattern,a substantial case load. XNow again, as I reeall {t, Sirt,
each year the flle is reviewed because, as I understand 1t,unless
one is a wldow or thus permanently qualified the matter of medical
qualification is reviewad every, Y believe it 1s every yvear,and
again I stand to be corrected. It has been three or four vears
since I was immersed in the minutiae of the administration of that
department.

fow 45 1t the minister's plan to have the specialists review
the file? As I recall the certificate,it was really quite a simple
one. Tt is about one page and there are spaces provided for the
name of the client and his ape and other data, his family circumstances
and what have you and then at the hottom there is a space that may be
two or three inches deer in which the medical officer writes his
diagnosis and writes his prognosis, Then he takes what amounts to
a statutory declaration that in fact the man has bheen looked at and
that this 1s the condition the doctor has found, Now there is not
a great deal of Information there to po on,. I wondering 1f the
minister can tell whether the plan is just to review that or what.
Is it the plan to revlew each case by seelnp the individual concerned?
ls it the plan to spot sample? T mean statistically it would be walid,
as medlcare do this all the time. They take one out of every so many
hundred or so many dozens case and sample them or indeed they take
them completely at random. I8 it invisaged that the doctor who gives
the medical certificatesbecause as I understood the minister and I may
have misunderstood but 1t is an interesting move and it is one that
every minister has had put up to him from time to time and as far as
I know no. minister has succeeded in pulling it off. Tndeed when I was

in welfare,at one stage we wade a little informal studv and you could
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trace how loug a doctor had been in a cottage hospital post. Most
of them are there for two-year posting. In the last six months you
could see the doctors resistence beinp worn down hecause there is
a group of people in this province, they are a vervy small group
but the doctors would tell me that they would po out in the waiting
roon every Friday, for clinic, and the same people were there.
Finally,2fter a year and a-half with the man saving, "I have a bad
back, Sir.” The minister is smiling so he obviously has run into
this. TFinally the doctor says, "Well, if you sav you have a bad back
at least I will certify it and it 1s somebody else’s problem and
that is the end of it.

But what the minlster is supgesting,as I understand it,is a
group of doctors sitting In professional judgement on another, not

whether the fellow 1s competent or not but reviewing another's
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professional diagnosis. 1 would Iike him,if he wishes, it may not
be opportune now, to expand a little on how he envisages this will
work, A specialist: Also,what will it cost? ronsultations?
are of course under wmedicare. They can be falrly dear, or is there
some speclal arrangement? Maybe I have said enough to give the
minister an ldea of the sort of thing ¥ am Interested in, Mr.
Chairman. He locks as though he 1g ready to spring inte action,so
I will sit down/and we will hear what he has to sav on it.

MR, WICKEY: ﬁr. Chairman, T have indicated that this 1s not already
set up but it is in the process, . 7£ can certainly add some
information to what I have already piven.

It is our proposal to have a wedical specilalist in cach of
our regions. The province is now divided into five reglons,the fifth
baing Labrader. At the moment, the local doctor, the doctor at the
cottage hosplial or what have vou, completes the medical form on
behalf of the recipient. I agree with my honourable friend, the Leader
of the Opposition, who says that each year there is a medical review
dome. My, Chairman, we believe that and very much in line with what
the Leader of the Opposition says; we believe that there are too many
cagses where there is doubt, where probably the doctor has heen worn
down to the degree where a medical certificate Is gilven. Those
medical certificates at the moment arve assessed by regional
administrators who in fact are lay peeple and certainly, who are
non-professional in the medical fileld. We believe that by instituting
this kind of gituation vwe can reduce the number of people or certainly
make the administration of long-term assistance morve efflefent and
hopefully save some money in this area and possibly channel 1t to
maybe the area that the member for White Bay South speaks of, or some
other areas where indeed. we need money to enlarge upon or increase the
services we are providing.

The rates are — the whole jfdea has not been finalized, it has
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not been developed to the point where we have a cost figpurae. My
Deputy Minister tells me that twenty-five dollars per case...
AN HOM, MEMBFR:  Tventy-five?
MR. HICREY:  Twenty-five, sowething like this, hut...
MR, ROBFERIS:  (Tnaudible)
MR. HICKEY:  Yes it is. The sltuation would in fact he, and I think
the Leader of the Opposition 1s correct when he says that this
speclalist in each reglont would in fact sit in judgement on the
other doctor or doctors who completed the medical certificates. What
Y find a little bit alarming, Mr. Chaivman, and one of the reasons why
I am very much in favour of this, at least to experiment with it and
to determine or to gee what merit 1t has and what it will produce, is
the fact that we are depending on lay people to assess medical reports.
Goodness knows, In a lot of instances it is difficult, very diffiecult
to determine clearly just what {s on those medical reports. DBacause
doctors are busy and they are in the habit of writing guickly and they are
not always very easy to vead for one thing, apart from getting on to
the complex terminology or phraseology which they use.

I feel that there is merit ip 4t. I think 1t is worth while
pursuing, and I feel that there can be a saving and an improvement
1f we implement it.
MR. ROBERTS-  Let me say another word ot two on it, because it is an
interesting departure. Do T now understand the scheme to he that in
each of the five replons into which the province has been divided, for
department purposes - that of course is not new, that goeé back five or
six years I guess, that policy. It is only within the past vear I guess
that it has been brought in., Is there a regional administrator in
Labrador now?
AN HON, MEMBER:  (Inaudible)
MR, ROBYRTS: Yes. There is,Mr. Wiseman in Marbour Crace; Mr. Pike in

Corner Brook; Mr. Budgell in Grand Falls and then Mr. Davis here in
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town. Anyway, it Is a good system, but. that Iin each of the five
repilons there will be a dector, when the honourable gentleman says

a specialist, T do not know In what the man would be a specialist,
but presumably in - well he would not be in pediatries...

AN HON, MEMBER:  Internal medicine.

MR. ROBERTS:  Internal medicine. Well, that is fine 1f you have an
ulecer or something that the internists deal with, but...

AN HON. MEMBER:  Water trouble.

MR, ROBERTS:  Well urology,as Doctor Al Merxcer would say, is its

own speclality, T am not sure if it would do much for a man who has -
I have never seen a breakdown of the causesfor medical certificates,
but I suspect the bad back ...

AN HON. MEMBER:  The welfare back, now.

MR. ROBERTS:  The welfare back, well somebody once told me that this
is the only place 1n the world where 2 man rushes up to you with oy
and says:; "I have been turned down, I'm not f£it to live., Where's me
cheque?" You know. But the bad back is obviously one of the chief
factors and T am not sure what an Internist would have to do with that.
That is something that the minister's officials could talk to the
officials in the Department of Health about,and the two of them could
get topether.

This specialilst, this regional officer would,vhen the
certificate came in, and on the bottom of the certificate there used
to be, (I have not seen one recently) a statement signed by the doctor
in which he says; "I hereby certify that the man or womadtwhatever the

' and the

case may be)"is unfit for work for a perlod not less than,'
magical number is six,which must be filled in. Tf it 1s three months,
it is not good enough. To hit the binge vou have to have six filled

in or eight, temn, twelve or indefinitely, depending on the disability.

This regional officfal or regional doctor will then take that

certificate and will look at it, read it and then say to the appropriate
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offlefal of the winister’'s department: 'Very well, I cemcur.” Ts that
the way the scheme will work? If the repional fellow says; T coneur.,"
then the repional administrator says; "Well it weets all the other
requirements of the regulations,' and the matter 1s approved?

¥R, HICKEY:  (First part Inaudible) may well examine the person
hirself...

MR, ROBFRYS:  That is what 1 am petting at.

Tf 4t 1s necessary, to call in or have consultatlons with

mavhe another doctor.
MP, ROBERTS:  The minister on his own and with the advice of his
officials is anticipating me, but this is preclsely what T was going to
bring up. Pecause, unless the medical gentlemsn concerned has access,
well even toe the other doctur it would be a bit of a second-class thing,
because all the other dector, the initial doctor can do 1s to elaborate
on what he has already said. Ue has already come te his conelusien.
He has given his advice, his decision, his opinion. Tt means that the
regional medical officer must then examine the patient. That leads me
on inevitably to ask, presumably the patients will come to the doctor?
T mean, you will not have medical specialists ~ the Corner Brook Area
includes all the Northerr Peninsula and all cof the west Coast I guess
up maybe as far as Burgeo? That is the normal type of diectrict.
T mean, you would not have a doctor bustling down to Burpeo to look at
a man with a bad hack nor would you even walt until you had enough bad
backs to justify a man poing down, because that might mean weeks or
months hefore a person would be pilven a ves or no on the matter. Will
the person then be brought into Corner Brook, to continue my example?
If S0, what sort of costs and what sort of business are we getting into?
Who determines whether the man goes in? I am not trying to create
difficulties, but T am raising the sort of auestions I would raise if I
were minister and the officials and I were discussing it. There was a

time when we did, but that was a long time apo. WNow it is the minister's
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turn. Maybe he can elaborate a little on that aspect of it.

MR, HICKEY- Mr. Chairman, the Leader of the Opposition is verfectly
right in his suggestions as to how we are supposed to go about this.
People are brought 1n,if in fact the speclalist deems it necessary,
In terms of cost, as T said, this has not been determined yet, and

of course this is certainly a pertinent factor. We were in
consultation with the Department of Health officials who certalnly
recommend this system and who are keenly interested in 1it. I think
maybe the wnderlying point would be that we believe that there would
be sufficlent cases which would be turned down, sufficient cases which
are doubtful and would pessibly result in a medical certificate of

incapacity not being issued, to justify
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vhatever expenditure there might be Incurred in putting this system
lnto effect, But certainly,if there 1s some doubt in so far as the
case 1s concerped,then the ouly thing the speclalistc could do would
be to have the patlent brought to him. I think it would be fair for
me to say that fn all probabllity my department will have to bear
the cost for the tramsportation. There are a nmumber of questions
involved and I am the first to admit that it is not a policy which is
in effect yet, It iz one that we arve actively pursuing and one we
are very loterested {n and I think one that lends itself to the
system that we have at the moment. Certainly, the one we have is
certainly not adequate., I think every one agrees with thai,
every one in my department,that is.
MR, NEARY: Mr, Chairman, I never heard of such a halr-brained cockeyed
scheme in my life, I am sure the officials of that department did
not recommend 1t because the offlclals know that 1t is impossible for
it to work. However, we will wait a vear and see what happens a
year from now when the ministerx comes into this House., I have been
sltting here all the evening, Sir, trying to restrain myself, X wanted
to get the estimates through. The members on the other side ave getting
jumpy and irritable and they want to get out in the fresh alr, But, Sir,
if the minister wants to solve the problem of taking the pressure off
the doctors, then T will tell him what he should do. I will give him
a little piece of advice free of charge, Your Honour,

The big problem ls, Mr. Chairman, this: The pressure 1Is on the

doctors, There is no question about that. The doctors in tooc many
cases yield to the pressure. They do not have any cholce. Life is
miserable for them. I used to see a little "e" on a form and for a
long time I did not know what it was. When the docter filled out a

form, I would see a little "c¢" on it, TFinally I ssked one of the doctors

3

e
474



June 22, 1972 Tapa no, 957 Page 2
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what 1t wag, He sald, "Confederation back, the kind of a back that
came with Confederation,with soclal assistance.” The answer

to the problem, Mr. Chalrman, is this: In this system now vou are
either fit for work or vou are unfit for work. Theyre is no in
between.It 1s not like Workmen's Compensation where you can get

a partial disability allowance, There is no grey area. In order

te qualify for long-term assistance, you have to be Incapacitated

or unfit for work for six months or lomger, The ultimate in

life is ro get on long-term assistance, get the doctor to certify

you as unfit for work., Now 4f vou are unfli for work, Sir, my

hon., colleague there from Twillingate raised this poilnt that

you have to be unfit for work of any kind, you canunct even do light
work. Under the existing regulations, you are supposed to be

half dead, Sir. You are supposed to have one foot in the grave,

That is about the size of 1t. There is no way you can work., You

are not allowed to work under the regulations. The doctor said

you cannot work, It is elthex black or white, You are abled~hodied,
you can work or you are unfit for work, There is no in between,

This 15 where I see the answer to the problem , Sir, the In-between's,
There should be a partial disabilivy for people and that would

take the pressure eoff the doctors, If for instance you are more than
thirty—~three and one-third per cent disabled, then you get a disability
allowance, You get a cheque for the extend of your disability. You
can go ouvt and work if you want to, If you have one amm, if you loose
an arm in an industrial accident, Workmen's Compensation will, I think
(there is a gentleman sitting the gallery, if he were here on the floor,
wottld probably correct me 1f I am wrong) vou get "x" amount of dollars
fer the rest of your life or you can make a lump-sum settlement if you

want to or you could loose an eye. You would get a partial disability
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allowance. On long-term assistance, you do not. "his is where the
problew is,Mr. Chairman, There is no in between. I would suggest to the
minister that the best way to clear up this situatlion, take the pressure
off the doctors and off the officials of the department and off the
welfare officers,is to have total disability, partial disebility and
short—term assistance., That is the only way 1 can see to solve the
problem under the present system. The ultimate, of course, the ideal
way to do 1t is to bring lu the guaranteed annual income.
MR, HICKEY: My, Chairman -
MR. NEARY: He is hot wunder the colar tonight.

He comes into the House. He breaks the rules of the House, Sir. You

are not allowed ro have vour necktle open in the House, Your Honour.

You are not allowad to take vour coat off.
MR, HICKEY: It 1s amazing, Mr. Chalrman, what progress could be made

in this House if my honourable friend would sit in the Opposition Office
somewhere., I have not heard any one else call this a halr-brain scheme
but my friend - no one! Now let me give him a few facts! This is not

any hair-brain scheme by me, I am not interested in taking credit for
what improvements were made in my department. Some of the things which
have been done in my department are my idea -~ some.
MR, NEARY: T have not seen any yel.
MR, HICKEY: Have you not?

MR. CROSBIE: You should be on Treasury Board.

honourable friend talks about ig recommended by five regional administrators

who forgot more about this department and the people that we work with
than the honourable gentleman knows now or that he will ever know., It is
also recommended by the Deputy Minister of Health and some professicnal

people in Bealth, Low and beholdtwe have the hon, member for Bell Island

who has the solution to all the problems of this province 4 hair-braln scheme

Is that not something? Yet he was there three years, 1 talk about

3037



June 22, 1972 Tape no. 957 Page 4

Mr, Hickey.

nayrowing the gap and finally bridging the gap between the gshort-term
and the long-term assistance which was accepted and which was recomwmended
by a total number of people in my department,who agree with this system
or this suggestion., What did my honouwrable friend come up with? HNot
bridge that gap. No! Hawe three allowances, not two, Bloody nonsense!
henourable gentleman was wipariiamentary. I suggest alse, Mr. Chalrman,
that the Minister of Flonance tighten his tie .

MR, CROSBIE: 1 will tighten your -

MR, NEARYs;  Tighten it arcound bis neck, Sir, because the noose is tightening
around his neck, Seesing that we arve going to have a knock-him-down,
drag~him-~out debate on long~term assistance, well let us have 1t., Let

us have it, Sir. I would suggest another suggestion to the hon. Mindstex
of Soclal Servieces and Rehabilistion that if he wants te spend money,

that he not increase the incomes of doctors in thia province. God only
knows they are earning enough now. It created a great scandal : across
Canada, the doctors' salaries in this province, when they were revealed
recently, 5iv, under long-term assistance a person is not entitled to
eyeglasses. Unless it 1s a child going to school, no eyeglasses, no deniures,
MR, HICKEY: It was already covered yesterday in my remarks.

MR. NEARY: People come into the welfare offices across thls province
and they say,”I am starving teo death.” That is right.”I am a diabetic,
I have to chew my food. I have no teeth. T am starving too death. The
government will not give me a set of dentures,” Why not, My, Chairwman?
Why not? It is criminmal, Sir. Lash the money out &o Spencer Lake down
at Burgeo. Lagh it out! Lash it out to the funeral directoxs!

Lash it out to the landlords! There are some well-to-do lawyers on

the opposite side of the House,collecting the rent down in their offices

downtown, and the landlords, lash it out to them but no dentures, Mr., Chairman,

no eyeglasses.

3638



June 22, 1972 Tape no, 958 Yage 1 o~ MRW
MR, WICKEY: My. Chairman, Frwas in my mind to let the vote y us.

The honourable gentleman has provoked ne.

MR, NEARY:  0Oh, he is provoked now.

MR. HICKEY: I think it is about time we took the wraps off. T have

sat here all afternvon. I have attempted to tell the House some things

we were going to try and do. I at no time said I had any magic wand.

I at no time said that T had all the solutions to the problems of this
department. I outlined some of the things that we had already done,

I have had to sit here and continue to lilsten to the honourable gentleman
who sets himself up as the great benefactor of the poor aand needy

of this province. He talke about saving money.

My. Chatirman, 1f I had the money the honvurable gentleman
wasted in ome year, the last fiecal year, in his own District of Bell Igland,
I would be able to provide some eyeglassés and dentures. 1 will provide
them this year, Mr. Chairman, I will tell vou why I will provide them.
There will be no more skulduggery in bullding materials,such as went on
in the last twelve months ~ no more! There will be no more interference
with the fleld staff, When one of my field staff makes a decision on
building wmaterials, foed or anything else, if it is made in accordance
with regulations and policy, if the need is not in that home, theve will
be no interference and there will be no funds dispersed, The honourable
gentleman cannot get up and say that though.

Mr. Chalrman, the Minister of Finance very casually, in éxplaining
the financial situation in this province, made reference te bullding materials
during the last flscal year. The figure for the previous year, Mr. Chatrman,
was something like $480,000, The figure for the last fiscal year,
just ended, March 31, was $1,190,000. New, Mr. Chairman, there is one
significant point out of that $1,190,00. In a district where the population
is guickly and very guickly declining, $264,000 worth of building materials

was spent in one district.
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MR MEARY: A trifling amount! A trifling smount!

JMR, HICKEY:  Trifling aye? Lt would provide a lot of eyeglasses
though, would it not., It would provide a lot of demtures.

MR, MEARY: {Inaudible).

MR. MURPHY: No wonder they had to get thelr gums filed to eat the meat,
MR, HICKEY:  Now, Mr, Chairman, I find no fault with an expendlture

of $260,000 for the people of Bell Ygland, if that $260,000 was spent

for the bepefit of the people of Bell Island, 1f that $260,000 xepaired
the homesg oun Bell Island, DBut, My, Chaleman, that $260,000 did not
repaly the homes on Bell Island. Tt went into pockets, through corxruption

and undeyx~the-table deals somewhere along the line.

AN HON, MEMRER: Send the undertsker!

MR, HICKEY: It s a most interesting set of flgures that sny ome could
ever lay thelr eyes on, I have right herxe. The month of April, the
expendlture on Bell Island for bullding materials, $495; the month of

May, $4,564; the month of June (when according to my information a certain
party on Bell Island opened a lumber business) $17,081. Mr. Chalrman, that
is when the campaign for ve-election began,in the month of June. In the

month of July, $14,958; August $33,667 -

AN HON, MEMBER; {Inaudible).

MR. HICKEY: Settle down, there 13 better to com2. September, 343,000,

{the election iz coming close at hand now) October, (that wonderful month

when the people of this province came to their senses and when the

pecple of Bell island almost came to theirxs too} $67,832 for bullding
materials,in one single gpot in this province, Mr, Chairman., This honourable
géntleman stands up and sets himself up as the great benefactor of the poor.

I say to him tonight, without any reservation, that if he were interested

in the poor of this prowvince, he would not have allowed that to happen. He
would not have had his fingers in it to the extent wheve it would have happened,
because, Mr. Chairman, while that was happening there were widows in this

province refused bullding materlals, as there are belng refused today.
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MR _HICKEY:What was gotten on Bell Island, cannot be gotten in any
other spot in this province. We call that equality? Is that
improving the quality of 1ife for the prople of this province? I
guess not., That, Mr. Chaiiman, was election month and now the
chickens have come home to roost, with an almost sawed-off situation
in the political scene in this provirnce.

Nid 1t stop there? Wo. We were poing to milk her for what
she was worth,vhile the going was good,and so it carried on, November,
521,000, I will not bother with the few extra dollars, they are not
worth talking about. December, somebody must have heart fallure,
$6,900. But she came back apain, My. Chairman, in fine style, in the
new year when things pot truly warm and time was rumming out, 535,888
AN HNON, MEMBER:  What month was that?

MR, HICKEY:  Janwary. By the time T got my hands on that situation,
Mr., Chairman, there had been $35,000.00, spent. I had not even known
the situation existed until the end of the month. Tebruary, and I

say, Mr. Chalrman, without fear of contradiction and 7 challense the

honourable gentleman or any other honourable gentleman in this House to

show me a case on Bell Island, on Bell Island, where my officials, through my

instructions, refused assistance and I will show them that there wetre
good sound and solid reasons for it.  Tebruarxy, $10,000; Mareh §3,900
for a total of $260,000, the highest figure, Mr. Chairman, excluding
Bell Island, for amy month of the year was Jn St. John's $23,000.
$23,000 in 5t. John's, now mind you, Mr. Chafirman. l

SOME HOM, MEMBERS: Shame! Shame! Resign! Shame! Get out of the Housel

MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chairman, when I say $t, John's, I do not mean a
welfare district, T do not mean an electoral district, T mean the greater
St, Johns, made up of six districts. $23,000. Can any one here deny

the housing problem that exists in St. John's 1is much worse than that
existing on Bell Tsland?

But, Mr. Chairman, that is not all.

Were they cavrd-carrying-Liberals?
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MR, HICKEY:  Mr, Chalrman, as I sald, the total for the Financilal
vear was $1,191,479.00, There was a difference in one year of
$708,99%.00 just ons yearn Have we cured the housing problem
on Bell Islandy Wo, Mr, Chatyman, in' fact I have taken note, T

have had to withdvaw the authority from my officials on Bell Ysland
to approve bullding materials, for their own protection and thely own
good., T withdrew that authority and placed it In my own care so

that every request came to me, because [ felt duty bound to determine
just what had gone on.

Mr. Chailrman, 1t 1g a sad commentary. Let nobody think ox
say that I take pleasure in presenting thls plcture. For 1f that were
all T was interested in, Mr. Chairmen, [ would have called a press
conference loug ago., Tf in fact‘ I had not heard some of the things
that ¥ have heard in the House yeéterday evenlap and tondght, 1 do
not know but T would hsve recommended to my colleagues that we just
investigate this matter in a quiet way and leave it at that. Determine
if someone had broken the law and have them pay whatever penalty therve
was and move on to correct that situation. That Mr, Chairman would
suffice.

But, when I have te sit here and listen to someone pretend
to the people of this Province how interested they are in the poor,
while In fact they were interested in one thing only, getting re-elected
to this House. That is a llttle too much, Mr. Chairman, I am unable
to take that and T make no apology for it.

~ Mr. Chairman, I would like to say and I would like to
. emphasize .because,as T have said earliexr, no man is guilty until he
is proven, be it a member of this House or be it anyone outside the
Houge, and I sit in judgement of no man., But T am duty bound to report
to this House what has been passed on to me by my officials. Two of
them slt with me tonight and they can verify what T say 1s the gospel,
as 1t is passed on to me from my officials at the local level. T am

advised that liauor, cash, ranges, chesterfield suites- and other
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items were gsubstituted by a particular dealer om Bell Island for
bullding materials. I can also testify,with facts on this particular
aspect, that bullding materials which were originally approved for

the repairs to the ext;rior of homes on Bell Island were used to repair
the interlor of these homes with the highest grade and the most
expensive wall paneiling.

The hon. gentleman sits over there and he tells me and he
chides me because I say T am golng to see to it that building material costs
are going to be reduced. Would T have any interest in the taxpayers
of this province If I did not do it? Would I have any interest, Mr.
Chairman, in the reciplents of my department who come to me every
other day, in the widows of this province whom I cammot assist, would
T have any interest in those people if I did not take some corrective
steps?

1 have already outlined some steps, Mr. Chairman, that have
already heen taken across thils province from ome end to the other., I
assure this House, as sure as they sit here tonlght, there will not be
another Bell Island situation as long as this government is in office.

We hear hon. gentliemen very lightly condemn the Budget,
codemn the Minister of Fducation because he cannot do thls or that,
condemn some other minister and,of course, I will be condemned because
of things that I cannot dopwhile this kind of thing carrled on under
the eyes of a govermment and partilcularly under the evesg of a minilster
and nothing was dome about it. A clear-cut case, Mr. Chairman, of

one buying their way back to the Assembly.

But if the honourable gentleman wants to carry on and call my
gchemes halr-brained schemes. Well then the enly thing that I can say
to him; he well deserves the name of "The Wooden Member for Bell Island"
after having that kind of an expenditure in one twelve months.

Mow, Mr. Chairman, as an explanatlon to the high cost of

building materials on Bell Island, the Leader of the Opposition indlicated

to-the House and on TV and may I say, before T get into remarks in this
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connection. ..

AN HON. MEMBER:  You know what Lo gay aow -

MR, HICKRY:; 1 have the greatest vespact for the Leader of the
gppositicn. I do mot think, Mr. Chairian, that he would mislead

this House for a woment
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Mr., Hickey:

T do not think, Mr. Chairman,that he would give this information if he
had any doubt that 1t was not factual. The Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Chairman, in explaining or in commenting on this kind of expenditure
indicated that the reason for the high cost was because of the homes
that were passed over from DOSCO to the people on Bell Island.

Mr. Chairman, I will go on record and say that that henourable
gentleman was given that informatlen when he was asked for an
explanation and from whom I do not know, That is not for me to say,
But I would go so far as to say that he inquired and this 1s the
information he got and 1t was on that basis that he probably said ie.
But let me Iinform my honourable friend, the Leader of the Oppesition,
Mr. Chalrman, and again with regret,this is not the case, far from it.

Mr. Chairman, there were sixty-five houses passed over from
NDOSCO to the people of Bell Island and out of that sixty-five,

Mr. Chairman, fifty-four were given to welfare reciplents; people on
long-term assistance, twenty-onej people on short-term assistance,
twenty-five and one persom on a DVA allowance. Mr. Chalrman, before

I go auy further, let me just make a few comments on that. The twenty-
five people on short-term assistance should net have got,wlthout
exception unless there are some people among them who will not work
again, should not have gotten those homes. If we subscribe, Mr. Chairman,
to the people who are sick and the widows who make up the bulk of our
tong-term recipients,these people whom we are going to have on our
payroll as such until thelr children grow up and be able to support
their families,should not have these houses gone to the reciplents

of long-term rather than the short~term?

Short-term assistants, Mr. Chairman, remember are people who
are emplovable, are people who may have been employed last month or

are people who will be employed next month. 1 am afraid, Mr. Chalrman,
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the criterion was that they were voting.

Now, Mr. Chalrman, let us take a look at what the expenditures
on those homes meant to the overall Ffigure of $260,000. 7The total
cost of repairs to those fifty-four tomes for building materials was
$31,927.31 and the total cost of labour was $5,298.46, for a total,
¥e. Chairman, of $37,225.00. Not $40,000.00, not sven near $40,000.00,
whlle the total expenditure was $260,000. MHow can anyone then say
that the reason for the high cost of bullding materials Iin the
District of Bell Island was due to the homes that were passed over
from Dosco? 1In fact, Mr. Chaiyman, that is not so. That was only a
drop in the bucket dn comparison to the votal figure. Repailrs to
homes on Bell Island, Mr. Chairman, were done in a slipshod way,where
we are now being asked by the same people for more money to repalr
those homes.,

The requests, Mr. Chalrman, are continuing to pour in as 1if no
money at all had been spent in the last filscal year. 1 suppose when
I toughen up the policv with regards to Bell Island,I will be accused
of this, that and the other thing. But, Mr., Chairman, let me lay the
honourable gentleman at rest -
AN HON, MEMBER: T will do that.
MR, HICKEY: TLet me set his mind at vest. Tf he thinks for a moment
that the people of Bell Island will be discriminated apainst because
of what happered last year, let me go on record, Mr. Chalrman, in this
House and say that I have today and yesterday and the day before
approved requests for bullding materials for the people of Bell Igland;
for those people, Mr. Chairman, are not to blame. They are mot to blame,
and two wroags, Mr. Chalrman, do not make a yight. TIf a widow on
Bell Island has a need for building materials and it was pushed Iin front
of her where she could get a range or a chesterfleld or money she is
only a human being, 1s she net? Should she be penalized and condemned

to 1live with the snow and the rain beating 1iun because of that, because
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of an incompetent administration that allowed it togo onMr. Chairman,
I say no, So I say that the real genulne cases on Bell Island will
be dealt with and dealt with in a humane fashion.

Mr. Chairman, what a sad commentary after twenty-three vears.

T will tell you what even makes It worse is when T try to improve, as
minister of this department,and I do not have to confine it to myself,
when any other of my honcurable colleagues try to improve in their
various or respective departments,what do I get? What do we get from
some honourable gentlemen on the other side? Cynicism and sarcasm.
When we say there is no wmoney, what do we get? The same thing.
Fverytime there is a petition presented in the House, Mr. Chailrman,
what do we hear? The blame falls on the Minlster of Finance. Well,is
the Minister of Finance responsible for this? Was the Minister of
Finance last year responsible for 1t? Mr. Chairman, the answer is
obviously no. There 1s only one man responsible for this, the
honourable gentleman opposite who headed that department. If the
likes of this were to go on in the next year,I would be responsible
for it and I would be man enough to come here and take my medicine

or 1f itwere this bad,T would not sit here, Mr. Chalrman, because I
would resign.

It is a long road, Mr. Chairman, that does not have a turn.It is
not so long ago that I heard words of incompetency uttered in relation
to my employment with this department. No more than it is so lomg ago
that I heard such vile statements;that I had been asked to resign from
this department. Let me say, for the record, Mr. Chalrman, let the
record show it for those who come after, the Premler of this province
owed me nothing. The Premier of this province is too wise a man to
appoint someone to a department where there was some record to indicate
that he had to resign or some record of incompetency. Let the record
stand now that T have been vindicated,without producing my personal

file in this House,which I might say the honcurable gentleman refused
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to de, The very fact that I head up this department at the wmoment is
vindication enough for me,

But, Mr. Chairman, T had to sit and take it and there ave people
in thig province today,because of those vile words,probably still believe

that my file in that department contains something, Let the record also

show,
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Mr. Chalrman, that on my first day walking into this department to
take over, the least thing I was interested in was my personal file,
because I knew there was nothing in it, because T knew the job I
had tried to do and the job I had done. I also knew why I left,
through frustration.

Mr. Chaivman, my own deputy minister {a man with whom I did not
always see eye to eye, no' more than we do today. It does not stop us
from having a harmonious relationship though., We are men enough to
disagree and work together. I would not trade him for what deputy
ministers there are in this government) suggested to me that I have
been done a great injustice. "I am going to get your fileg so that you
can read it for yourself.,' Reluctantly, Mr. Chairman, I did, I just
about got sick. How any man could attempt to destroy so much, All
he had to do was to just look,it was as plain as the nose on his face.
My record in the department, Mr. Chalrman, was far from incompetent.

The only thing that could be said for me in this department, when
I worked there, was that I believed in certain things and I had the
courage of my conviction, If I am to be condemned for that,then let
the records show it.

I have one other thing to say,Mr, Chairman, in relation to the
Bell Island gituation. I hope and pray with all the sincerity at my
command that I can treldleve some of the blame from the honourable
gentleman. We have not been the closest friends,as a result of our
debates across this fleor. I hope in saying this, maybe I can take
some of it from him, although he should have known or he should
have watched it more closely. Almost ninety percent of this money
spent on Bell Island, according to what I can determine,went to one
supplier, one supplier who has liquor on his premises, furnlture,
appliances, hardware, among other things.

Mr., Chalrman, I am also told the prices that were charged to people
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of Bell Island were exorbitant. Mr, Chalrman, I do not know of
anything to say to someone who will take the poor of this province
for a ride and fleece them. I do not know, there are no words at
ny command to descyribe a person who does that. I say we should
bring back the cat-—o'-nine taile aud whip him, While he carries on
in luxury,the pooxr of Bell Tsland continwe to be poor. The request
for bullding materials continue to come in. A sad state of affairs,

This is why, Mr. Chairman, as I have said, let no honourable
gentleman on the other side say there haz been no changes in my
departwent. There have been many. Changes, Mr. Chairman, overnight,
changes overnipght that brought the statf of this department back to
some kind cof a level of harmony where they could work together once
mora.

There were many, many people,Mr. Chairman,in this department -
MR.CHAIRMAN: T could drav attentlon again to the rule of relevancy
where we are dealing with long.term assistance, if the honourable
ninister could restrict comments to 1131-03~02.

MR, UTCKEY: T will just close by saying,in relation to that, what went
on in the supply of bullding materials, the staff of my departwent lost
what morale they had,through the Interference of the minister on too
many occasions and too many cases,

Mr. Chairman, there i1s one thing that has to be done with regards
to housing and has to be done quickly. This is what faces this government
rizht at this moment. The line has to be drawm somewhere. As a result
‘of the cost which escalated last year, that line Mr. Chairman,ls golng
to have be drawn acrogs the people who need it the least, the able-bodied
families. Because the widows and the sick of this province have more
of a right to building materials and house repairg than an able-beodled
man whe is probably going to go to work next month or two months from
nov .-

I regret, $ir, to say that my department csnnot possibly contlnue
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to go anywhere near the million dellar mark this vear. I hope

our dollars will be spent wisely., T hope,Mr. Chairman, I do mnot

hear the people respousible getting up and doing all this shouting

if materlals are not supplied to the able-bodied families who

daily are making requests for such a service.

MR.W.ROWE: Mr. Chairman, T rise not to defend or otherwise comment

on the honourablie member for Bell Isiand. ¥ rise, Sfr, as a member

of the House,because I think that certain things which have transpired

here tonight affect the privileges or the position of a member of

this House. 1 am relating it to, Sir, the Long Term Assistance Head.
The honourable minister of Soclal Service & Rehabillitation has

risen in his place and has made certaln statements about noney

going to Bell Island for bhuilding materlals or cthervise. In the

course of his remarks,which were,Sir, the opposite of clear, with

regard to his accusations, the direction in which his accusation

was going hoth were rather cloudy and nebulous. The minister has made

certain accusations and certain allegations. e has used the word

corruption; witheut specifying
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MR, ROWE: who he 1s referring to when he used that word of coryuption.
He has lald some grave charges on the floor of thils House, He sald
that a lumber operstion was set up at a certain tlme., He said that
a certain merchant lis apparently handing out furniture and utilities
and Jiquor, this sort of thing, instead of supplying lumber, appavently
to be used on the exterior of a house to make it wind proef or weather
proof,

He has made some grave charges, Sir, without specifying
who he 1s levelling hils charges at. If he is referring to the
henourable Member for Bell Island, ard we could have risen on a Polnt
of drder or a Point of Privilege on this polnt, Sir, but we chose not
to because we wanted to hear the hon. mitilster out, 1f he ig referring
to the honourable Member for Bell Island and he has a charge to level
of a personal chavacter, themn,according to the rules of the House, he can
only do so by a substantive motlon to that effect. The government ox
gome npember of the House has bto bring in a motion to that effeet, This is
why I ask: is he levelling a charge at the honourable Member for Bell
Teland or is he not?

I have a couple of more guestions I have to ask, Sir, and...

AN HON., MEMBIR: Inaudible.

MR, ROWE: No, this is referring to the money havimg been apparently
lashed out to Bell Island for bullding waterials, He has ma&e certain
grave allegationz, He uses the word "corruption) he used certain other
statements. I would like to ask the hon, minister if he 1s levelling

a charge at the Member for Bell Island 4n respect of this money or if
he is saying he 1s in any way otherwise involved 1n the thing personally.
I would also like to asik him whether the welfare officer, for example,on

Bell TIsland 13 the same welfare offilce now as then or whether he has been
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fired or whether he 1s still there or whether eriminal charges have been
brought agalnst him or whether fn fact any investigation by some
judicial authority 1s being undertaken in respect of this, or whether
the man Is completely exculpated or can be completely exonerated in the
whole thing.

It springs to my mind,a ease which we had two or three
years ago in Hampton, White Bay, where a welfare officer had entered
into a similiar sort of deal with merchants and what not in the
general area, and I am relatliog 1t to thils, Sir, because it came under
Soclal Assistance and house building and house repalrs and this sort of
thing, 7That welfare officer was lnvestigated and subsequently charged
and I think fined. Ue did not get a prison sentence, Is it the
welfare officer who 1s involved? 1s this who the hon, minlster is
levelling the charge at? The welfare officer iz not invelved. Well
he can answer that question, Who iz he talking about, Mr. Chairman,
when he talks about corxuption or involvement or saw wmill operations
being set up or the merchan#s giviang one thing instead of another? Who
ig he talking about? Is he making jJust a blanket accusation or is he
going to specify his charges? Has there been a judlcial enquiry? Has
there been some sort of a secret enquiry instltuted by ithe Department
of Socilal Services and Rehabilltatlon? What in fact is he talking about?
I would like to hear him specify and clarify his remarks for my own
benefit, not for the benefit of the Member for Bell Island. T am
a member of this House and as a member of this House I have a certain

privileged position, as do all cther members,ard that privileged position

is th;t nobody can inPune wy character outside the House or inside the
flouse without incurring some very severe penalties, So that is why I
am talking about this.

What 1s the hon. wminister veferrving to? Can he substantiate

itls charges of corruption? If so, do they effect any member of this House?
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o they affect the welfare officer conceraed? Do they affect the
merchant who he referred to? Were there other people in on this deal?
Gr was it simply maybe an over~exercise of discretion on the part

of the minlster in respect of Bell Island, for either right or wrong
reasons? I mean,what is he talking about?

I ﬁay or may not have anyihing else further to say on
thig, Sir, but I would like to near the minlster's remarks on this.
Could he clarify and specify?
ygiﬁggggggg: Mr. Chalrman, T think that I, as all other members of the
House, heard what the hon. minister had to say,and 1 dild not hear the
hon. minlster say that the corruption he veferrved to was personal
corruptlon of the minister in charpe, yhat I understood him to be
describing was a situatlon he found to exist on Bell Island last yeax,

wlith respect to assistance for hoising, the vast expendiiure there,

the extrasovrdinary fact that
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Mr. Crosbie:

this was over a fifth of all the expenditures on housing in Newfoundland
last year, that there appeared to be irrvegularities that the hounourable
member has wentioned, such as that ninety per-cent of the bullding
materials were all bought from one particular merchant or company.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Tnaudible).

MR. CROSBIE: 1 do not know. We will come to that but this is a situation
that went on on Bell Tsland. How 1t arose or who gave the Instructions
for that,it has not been said and perhaps it is not known, That instead
of building materlals heleg given,as building materials only were
supposed to be given,other ltems were given which are not permitted by
the regulations. As I understoed, the remarks of the honourable the
minlster arerhat he is pointing out that these are things that happened
while the honourable member for Bell Island was minister of the
department and,of course,also member for the District of Bell Islaad.
These are facts that he recited in the House. These are not comments

on the honourable member's conduct as an honourable member of this

Hougse but on the honourable member's conduct as a minlster of the
department, when he was minister, and on certain things that happened
while he ﬁas the minister responsible. These are, as I take 1t, the
gubstance of what the House has heard tonight on this matter

now 1f the honourable minister said that the honourable member was
involved in the liquor or corruption zone,he would have said. He did
not say that. He has described the sdtuation that oeccurred on Bell Tsland
last year and these are the facts as he has described them, Now if
honourable gentlemen_feel that this warrants further investigation or
this warrants further study or there should be a judicial Inquliry, there
has not been but that there should be one,well certainly the povernment
is quite prepared to comsider it,and a public one,not a private one,or

whatever the honourable gentleman wanis to suggest. But there have been

IM - L



June 22, 1972 Tape 963(Night) M

no allegations by the minister as to any pevrsonal piccadilly of the
nature the honourable pentleman was describing on the part of the
wamber;but he was minister when these things went on and that is what

the minister fs describiog. Tor my own part I certainly think these

ate facts,that that 1s a sltuntion where the facts sheuld be ascertained
and they should certainly be looked into, The govermment have made no
decision to do that as yet. o fact I only heard a lot of this myself
foxr the first time but 1f the honourable gentlemen opposlte want an
enguliry or the gentleman opposite wants an enquiry,we wiil be quite
willing to consider it.

ME, ROBERTS:  Mr. Chalmman, my colleague will doubtless say & word ox

two in a moment. There ave,l would submii, two separate matters being
looked at here. The first is the question of whether there should be
an enqulry inte certain events which either did or did not take place
with respect to Bell TIsland last vear, My colleague,vho was the
ninister of the department concerned at that time,will deal with that
and then we will see. The second matter, Sir, is a matter which may
or may not invelve the very roet of the privilepges of this House.
The rules of this House rveguire that all wmatters of privilege be
raised at the earliest possible moment. This 1s the first chance I
have had to catch Your Honour's eye. ¥ have not been able to find
the veferences as yet, Sir, I may add T have spolten quickly with
the clerk and the c¢lerk has not been able to find references either,
although, aven before I had spoken to him he had grasped the point
and, T think it is fair to say,had begun vesearching to see what could
te done.

Now, Sir, we mavy or may not bring in a motion. We will wait.
We will wait until we get the Hansards. I would ask Your Honour
to divect that all work stop on the other Hansards and that as gulekly

as possible we get the Hansard of what the honourable Minister of
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Social Services and Rehabilation satd. It may take a day or so. Until
we see exactly what he did say, we will not be in a position to know.
The Minister of Finance says he is of the opinion that what the
Minister of Soclal Services and Rehabilation sald 1s not an attack upon
the individual member as a person, as an individual and as a minlster.
In other words, it did not go beyond the politilcal attack,

T did not hear all of the debate,as I was not in the Chamber
and even with the other means which we have of reproducing i, T did
not hear all of ft. So T am in no position to say one way or the other.
I think even my colleagues who sat through the speech of the Minister
of Socisl Servilices, 1s that a fair -
MR. ROWE(W.N.): The word"corruption” was used and then sort of meneral
talk.
MR. ROBERTS:  The word “corruption’ was used,apparently. So vhat I am
saving, Your Honour, I am now gerving notlce on the committee. T must
ratise privilege at the earliest possible moment. I do so now, Whether or
not a motion will follow will depend upon the Hansards. 1 think that is
falr because until we know exactly what the honourable mewmber did say,
Meanwhile I will draw the attentlon of the committeeto the old parliawmentary
tradition, It is very old and respected, When one member makes a charge,
and T am not saying that the Minister of Soclal Services made a charge
until T see the Hansard,which will he avaflable to everybody, until T
see that I will say ~ let me finish this and then of course the honourable
pentleman may have the floor. But if the henourable gentleman did make
a charpe against the member personally, there 1z an old tradition; the
mini;ter must put that charge to the proof. If he does not sustain
that charge,he must resign from thils Wouse. If the charge is sustained -
the Minister of Tinanece and T are ad idem on this, we apree —
AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR. ROBERTS: MNow let us not have anything from the pups down at that
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end. This is a perfectly serious matter, Mr. Chairman. 7The Minister
of Pinance and I for once gee eye to eye. If the charges are put to
the proof and sustalned,then the honourable gentleman from Bell Tsland
must reslgn his seat., Tf the minlster made a8 charge, T am not saving
he did, Until I see the Hamsard Your Homour, I will not know.
AN HON. MEMIER: (Tnaudible).
MR, ROBERTS: I agree, Mr. Chalyman, and 1f the hownourable gentleman
wighes, 1f he did not make a charge and Indeed even 1f he made one and
he lknows what he sald and what he did not say, T wlll not know untdil
T see the Hansards bul I would ask Your Honour to dirvect the staff of
the House to prepare the Hansavds immediately. But 1f the words used
by the honourable mivister constituted a charge,then there will be a
motion in this House the affect of which will require, as the Minister
of Tinance and I agree, an old tradition, that either the Minlster of
Soclal Services proves his charges or he resigna from this House. TIf
he prove hig charpes,then my friend,the member from Bell Island,must
resign.

8¢ all I can say is to ralse the notice of privilesze now, Sir,
and give the bhasis on which we will proceed. I will add that d4if the
Minlster of Social Services,in the heat of debate.and, furthermore, T
think it 1s fair te refer to the well-known animosity whiech unfortunately.
exigts between him and the honourable gentleman, 1f,coloured by those
feelings, he made some statements which were in the heat of debate, which
he regrets,i1f he wishes to apclogize and to make 1t clear he was not
making any personal charges or indeed suything beyond the normal political
charges such as the incompetence of which we have accused the honourable
Minlster of Bducation, that type of thing, the more or less normal
political debate,then that will end the matter as far as I am concerned.

Now my friend from Bell Island may have a few words to say, but as the

Loader of the Opposition and as a member of the House I had to bring a breach of
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privilege or what I consider may be a breach of the privileges of the
House to the attention of the Chair at the earliest possible moment. T
would ask Your Honmour to direct the Hansards be prepared immediately.
The last one we have is Tuesday, June 13,in the evening. The Hansard
staff,whe are working very well, but are still eight or ten sessions
behind, I submit, Sir, this cannot wait eipht or ten days. TFf VYour
Honour would raise the matter with Mr. Speaker then Mr. Speaker could
ask the Bditor of Debates please to prepare the transcripts of the
honourable gentleman's remarks as quickly as possible,so that sometime
tomotrow or fafiling that on Tuesday,because T assume Monday is a holiday,
we can ralse the matter heve.

That 1s really all T have to say dow. But, let us repeat; If in

fact charges were made there will be a motion, Sir, and it will be
put to the test and just go we are clear,the test , the procf of it
1s quite clear,if the minister does not prove his charges he resigns,
If the minister does prove his charges,then my friend from Bell TIsland
mist vacate hils seat. That is an old tradition and parliamentary
practice which goes back as long as there have been parliaments.
AN JON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR, ROBERTS: No, Mr. Chairman, it dees not say libel. There is
nothing saying libel. It is a matter of a personal charge. A matter
of calling a man - That 1s why,Your Honour, we canmot call a man a liar.

AN HON. MEMEER: You called me a nup.

MR. ROBERTS:  Look, to call the honourable gentleman a pup is a statement
of truth. So I mean,let us not let him get inte this. Let us not get
intoﬁhim. I do not understand, Mr. Chairman, it has to be a libel. T
have not been able to research the peint as yet and doubtless all of us
who are interested in these matters will be at it the next few days.

AN HON. MEMBER: You have to prove that he is iibeled,

AN HON., MEMBER: (Inaudible).
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MR. ROBERIS: Mr, Chairman, I would not dream of calling the honourable
gentleman a pup, would not dream of it. If he thinks he Is a pup then

T will call him ome but, Mv. Chaltman, really I could do without Lhat
ripght now.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS: Of course, I said 1 can do without pups and if any honourabla
gentleman feels that I was referring to him,then 1t means he considers
himself a pup. T pointed down in that direction,but I could have
pointed in that direction or that direction or in that or in that.

AN HOM. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS:  Mr. Chairman, look -

MR. CHATRMAN:  Order!

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chalvman, 1f I wmay conclude without the interruptions

of the gentlemen who slt for Bonavista South, Green Bay, Harbour Grace,

The gentleman from Trinity South,
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MR. ROBERTS: I do net think he has been part of this nor has the
gentlemen from Harbour Main, the Minlster of Supply and Services.

AN HEM, MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTS: Do any of the hon., gentlemen wish to say anything?
Thank you,

Mr. Chairman, as I say, whern we can research the point
and when we know exactly what:the Minister of Soclal Services and
Rehabilitation did say,we will research the point further, My
learned friend, the House Leader,and I were discussing whether
or not it would have te be 2 Tibel in law. I do not think the
conduct would have to amount to a libel in law or slander,.l suppose
we should say, because it is oral and not broadcast. That 1s a
sepavate matter altogetiner but the polnt is that, would Your Honour
please tell the Hansard people, 7§ not I would agk that the committee
rise so that Mr. Speaker. can direct that the steps be taken and
we gilve notlice that we %ay raise a matter of privilege Af in fact
the words were what we fear they may have been.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Would the honourable the Leader of the Opposition
address himself to one poilnt which iz bothering the Chalr and which

the Chalr would 1like to hear some argument on., That is, the Chair
feels at this point that this step that the honourable Leader of the
Opposition is asking may be warrsmted whege an honourable member rises
and points out that there has been a matter of privilege uttered.

Now, the honourable the Leader of the Opposition has

stated that he was absent from the House at the time certain words
were uttered., However, the honourable the Member for Bell Iszland,
against who I assume the words are assumed to have been uttered, was

present, other members on the henourable the Leader of the Opposition's
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whether thizs should not be a case of honourable members rising,pointing
out the gpecific words -~ I am looking for the reference now. I
understanq:‘and I have seen that it Beauchesne there is a procedure

set out whereby it is asked that the words be taken dowm, that the words
that were sald by the hon, member be repeated so that they might

ba taken dowm.

MR, CHAIRMAN: 3By the Clerk of the House, This is what 1is concerning
me at this point, mainly whether 1t is normal or advisable for the

House to go on what % would term, for want of a better texm, a fishing
expeddiion, back into lanpuage that has been spoken by members of this hononrable
House when the objectionable langusge,if any, oceurred snd had not

been objected to at the time and when even now there is not specific

language being objected to. That is one point,

MR, ROWE (WM.): I was present and,as I stated In my few remarks a little

garlier on, the honourable minilster's apeech was a diffused type

of speech, I mean,he went on waking cextailn gtatements, building up
his case as he saw lt. I heard the word "corruption" used and 1 did
not know then, because the word was used invacuo, I did not know then
whether he was referring to the honourable Member for Bell Island ornot,
that maybe he was going to accuse somebody else of it,

In the course of his speech he mixed up the conduct of the
nonourable member for Bell Island and other people's conduct to such
an extent that I cannot remember, and I doubt 1f any other member
can vemember here, whether in fact the word "corruption” or other
words of that nature, interpretive, emotive words were used in respect
of the member.
MR, CHARIMMN: If the hon. member would permit me to intewject at this

point: This was leading on to the second point that occurred, If
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FR. CHAIRMAN: it is a matter whare there has been misunderstanding,
as I anderstand it, and perhaps the Chalr was vemles in not

stepping in at the appropriate time, but the Chalr confesses that

the Chaly mlgsed any such breach of privilege,if such occurrad.
However, I would like to hear argument on whether the propar
procedure would not be at thils point to ask the honourable mewber te
suggest that 1f the words, as I think the honourahle fLeador of the
Opposttion referrad to, that 4f there were words used in the heat

of debate,which could posaibly be wilsunderstood as imputing something

against an hoonourable membey of  the House, then the procaduxe,

as ¥ understand 4t, wonuld be to ask the honoufable member to understand,
At this vpoian, the House 1s one step closer to determining whether

or not these were words spoken in the heat of debate,inadvertently,
or whether they were a charge baiug made agalnst a mewber of the
House.

MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, 1f I may, in my remarks I think I said
esgentially what Your Honour has sald, that 1f the words were sald in
the heat of debate, and words are, T mean I have been gullty of that.

AN HON. MEMBER: ¥irast of all, if there were words,

MR, ROBERTS: Right. As my colleage, our own House fLiader,has said;
we do not know if the words, even those who were In the €hamber at
the timey do not know if the words were, I use the term "defamatory"
not as 1t would be in law but in this context and until we can look
at the Hansard, I do not think we will know, That ls why we want to
look at the Hansard,

But 1f the hon, minlster spoke in the heat of debate and
8s.1 sald it fa well knowmathat we all say things in the heat of debate.
I think 1t 1s equally well known and regrettable that there 1s animosity
between the two gentlemen, Thatis a fact of life, Like it or not, it is

there, If the hon. gentleman merely would stand and apologlze fully for
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MR, ROZBERTS: any offense he may have created, T for one,,.
AN HOM, MEMBER: Inaudible,
MR, ROBERTS: 1 am sorxy, elther T have the floor or I do not. If some
other hon, gentleman wants to say something,fine. I heard soms voices
from down beyond, Sir. If not, then I meraly wish to note the matter
of privilege, I wust ralse 1t at the earliest opportunity, I am so
advised by the Clerk. I do so and I cannot wmove the motion until 1t is
time for notices of motilom,which is tomorrvow.

All T have sald s that if the words were not in the
heat of debate and 1f there were words,zad 1 cannot determing the
second part,nome of us can,l submit, until we get the Homsards, and I
have asked for sction on that. Then there will be a mo{iﬂn, Sdir, the
effect of which will be to require the minister,1f in fact he made those
charges, to put them to the proof ox wvhatever muat follow.
MR, HICKEY: Mr. Chalrman, way I make one sugpestion? This ¢hing can
drag on. I think the honourable Member for Baell Island has been artempting
to say something. I have something further to say so I suggest that
we hear from the hon, member,then I will speak ny peace,
MR, ROBERTSL_ On the privlieges of the Housge, a2ll hon. members may be heard
but itlgoes far bevond any honourable membex, This i3 a matter affecting
the privileges of the House, 8ir, not of members.
MR. CROSBIE: On this proecedural polnt3 I was a member of the House and
heard everything that was sald., There was no statement made that the
Member for Bell Island was corrupt or gullty of corruption. The
word "corruption' was used in connectlon with a situation on Bell
Ialand gpecifically,where liquor, furniture and other things were glven
out rather than building suppliea. That is what the word was used
in ralation to. But the whole tenexr of the minister's remarks was
degcribing a situation on Bell Island and a situation 1in which the
Member for Bell Island was then Minister and for which he is respomsible,

particularly in view of the fact that he was minister of a department
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MR, CROSBIE: and it wes his district, Wow the fact described

and the sicuation described indicates
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Wr. Creshie,

would Indlcate misfeasance or negligemce or you can call if whatever
you like, That Is what the situation indicates, Sir. There has been
ne charge made that the minister was persenally corrupt or imvolved
in thiz impeysonal coxvruption. But certainly it is a description of
misfeasance or nonfeasance or misconduct,in the broad general sense
if you like. We are guite satisfied on this side to walt uneil
Honsard, If you want Hansard produced before the rest of the Hansard,
that 1s very fine with us.

MR, ROBERTS: I would be quite willing.

MR, CROSBIE:  Leave 1 at that and rzad what was sald and then vou could
make whatever motion vou like.

MR. HMURPHY: § An honourable member came in the other day and said,

"I believe I heard this" snd he could not get Hansard.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Ordex! Order!]

MR. CROSBIE: In any event,if the henourable gentleman wants an anquiry
and in fact this sounds like a sltuation where there should be am enquiry,
it dis very easy to arrange.

MR, CHAIRMAN:  Order! The Chair wishes to direct the attention of the
honourable members to onme relevant sectlon in Beauchesne which is,
paragxaph 139, page 121, also paragraph 138 is relevant but in particular,
in paragrvaph 139, 1t sets out the reference to which I was alluding earlier
and cauld not find, dealing with the Speaker directing the Clerk (in
committee I would assume that tha.same procedure.should follow) to take
down unparliamentary words to which objection has been taken, "If a member
degires that the words be taken down, he must repeat them and state them
to the House exactly as hs concelves them %o have been spoken. If the
Speaker sees the objection to be a trivial one, he will prudentiy delay
giving such direction. I1f, however, the call to recoerd the words should

be pretty general, the Clerk will certainly be ordered by the Speaker to

take them down In the form and manner of expression as they are stated
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MR. CHATRMAN.

by the wewber whe makaa the oblection to thew," I stress the

next sentence. "It will be too lste to Intervup® .he member and

ask that hils words be taken down 1f he is sliowed to continuve his

aspeach for some time aftex he has given ubterance 1o the objectionahle
ianguage. The objection must be raised immedistely thet the words

are spoken. The member may then deny that those were the words that

he spoke and if he does so, the House way proceed to conslder his
explagation and decide by a guestlon whethsyr he had or had not

usad the words. If he does not deny that he spoke those worde or

when the House has itgelf determined what the words were, then the
member may elther justdfy them or explaln the sense In which he had

ugsed thew with the view of removing the ébjection taken to them"

Now, this is why the Chair questions whether it is advisable

or permissible o go on what the Chair and what I think would normally
be termed a fishing expedition, The Chair believes and the Chalr would
take this procedure snd the Chair's conduct then, of course, can ba
questioned by the honourable House. However, the Chaiyx believes thas

it is proper for the Chair to ask the minister, if the minister would
take his place in the House, - It haa been brought to the attention
of the Chair that thexe 1s a poséibility of words being used by

the honoursble minister, these words being interprated so as to refllect
vpon the character of a member of this honoursble House. The Chair -

MR. CROSBIE: Point of order, may I interrupt for a minute. There

have been no words pointed out by any one in the House that the honourable
winlstar used reflecting on the conduct of any one. What we heard
objected to was in a very, very general nature. The Chairman does not
have the specific words that the honourable minister was supposed to have
used, How can you follow this procedure?
AR. CHATRMAN:  If the honourable minister would permit, the Chalr stated

that it has been brought to the attention that words "may" have been used
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My, Chairman,
Ly the honoursble minister. The Chalr feels thaet an explanatlon f{rom
the honoursble minister at this stage,ss to whether it was intended
to refleci upon the character of a wember of this House,would be
sufficient to clear the wmatter up ak this stage.
MR, CROSBIE: m'lreflect on the character of the membar:“ I mean what
13 being described in this House and the facts that have been given
may or may not have to de with the character of the member, certainly
his conduckt as a minister and s0 on. They are not unparllismentary
words or effensive words. I mean if the hon, member for St, John's
East (Extern) had said that the honourable gentleman opposite wag
personally corrupt or some — these would be offensive words.
MR. CHATRMAN: This is what the Chalr -
MR, CROSBIE:  He never said it and nobody can say that he did say it.
You canmot agk him to say he did say anything that reflected on the
character of the hon.membey for Bell Island, because some of the things -
MR, CHAIRMAN: If the honourable minister would permit the Chalr to
finish- , the Chalr submits and agaln this is subiect to appeal, the
Chair submitg that if the honourable member were to explain that such
were not the intent of any words used,that this would then conclude the
matter at this atage,
MR, MARSHALL: If I may speak to that, Your Honouwr.

« CHATRMAN:  Again the Chalr -

MR, MARSHALL: I have listened with some interest to these ayguments
that have been going on., Beauchesne, payagraph 139 gays: (I do not
want to insist on technicalities but I just want to point out) It also

goes on to say Your Honour that the objection to the cbjectional language -~

{the 1tem which the Lzader of the Opposition brought up 1ls a vexy serious
matter and is to be teken seriocusly by this House, affecting the privileges).
It says: "The matter must be vaised immediately that the words are spoken.

-

The member may then deny that these were the words he apoke and 4f he does
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My . Marshall

the House may proceed to consider his explanation ..." There are

two things with respect to the procurement of the Fansard, I am

thinking of this from the point of view of establishing a precedent,

Your Honour, that procuring the Hansard may well pogsibly leave the

way open for (as I think one honourable wewmber sald here) a fishing
expedition asg such., In other words (thls is the reason behind this

rule I feel) Lf members are allowed at the end of every sitting to

review Hansard and then get up, this Ia the reason why the objection

nust be taken immediately. XNow with respect to Your Honour's position,
which is taken right now, I would suggest that perhaps that also may

not possibly be the procedure which may be wise to implement here.

Your Honour i1s asking the honoursble member to get up and state whether

he said something that 13 now alleged; whereas the person who was
aggrieved or any member of the House(because this is a matter of privilege
of the House and it hag been ralsed as a matter of privilege of the House)
should have gotten up then . I think this is the reason for this rule.
What are the words? If the words were that offensive, they should have
been taken up right then? Now we are putting - I would submit that the
honourable minister ~ I am not speaking to this specific situation. I mean
this can arise again and agaln. We are now putting the honourable minister
in the untenable position of having to, in effect, defend himself and
explain whether he made a statement;which is now alleged to have been
made,on the ¢ther side, Whereas, 1if 1t had been taken up in the first
instance, then it would have been dealt with on the spet, That I would
say 1s the reasen and it is a wise rule in Beauchesne because 41t can have -
Your Honour I would feel - I think the hon. Leader of the Opposition may
agree in this situation that it can have rather disastrous effects in the
future. This is not by reason of wanting to sweep anything under the table
or anything, As the hon. Minister of Finance has said and all honourable

members here, if an inveastigation is wanted, we would only be too happy to
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MR, MARSHALL,

have an investigation, We are dealing now not with investightilons

but wich the privileges of the Houwse 1tself, If we raised this metfer
now, 1 would think and I think the hon. Leader ¢f the Opposition would

concur that 1t 1s now too late, which is not to be presumed to
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say that the honourable minister said what was alleged but I think
it is now too late to raise it in accordance with the proceduress

With the greatest respect,Your Honour, I do not think that the
henourable minister now should be required or asked to relterate
what has now been in effect alleged, but I knew alleged in good
falth, that he said.
MR.ROBERTS : Mr. Chafirman, if I may, may I comment on that. We will
come to the procedural point before we come to the substantive points.
I agree with the honourable gentleman, the House lLeader. I would not
ask the Minister of Social Services & Rehasbilitation to make an apology
or withdrawal or a statement at this stage at all. ¥ rose immediately
Sir, and T said, as I recall it, I rose immedlately the first opportunity
I caught Your Homour's eye.

Mr. Chairman, I sald there were two things, one was —  the honourable
Leader has just made this point, one was the question of investigation
or not into certain events which may or may not have happened. That is
one matter and my colleague will deal with that. That is s separate
problem altogether. The second is a matter affecting the privileges
of the House. All that T sald was that certain words may have been
sald whichk may be a breach of privilege. That is all that I have said.
I sald T am required to give notice as a member, as early as possible.

I gave notice then I said "Would Your Wonour have the Hansards brought
out because until we see them I cannot tell precisely,”" T agree with
the honourable member for St. John's Centre about fishing expeditions.
I am not on a fishing expedition, Sir, I am not on a fishing, I am
sorry, the House Leader nor I are, I am not on a fishing expedition
in this case.

MR.MURPHY: You want to find out what the member said.

MR, ROBERTS : May I carry on,Your Honour,without this interruption

from the honourable gentleman who should know better. Mr. Chairman,

du?i



June 22, 1972, Tape 966. Page 2.

the Hansards will be produced eventually, The Hansards are coming out,

I will make the wotion thea. ALl . aw asking, I want to have tho
matter eleared up. If the Vouse Leader or whoever is the appropriate
authority on the government would order them,vwe would know tomorrow.

if not, I will really have to walt, The motlonr will be ln order then,

At that stage,1f the Speaker will accept it, 1t will be made, ALlL T

am askling -

MRL.MARSHALL: I have no objection fo the Hansard belng, or we have

ao objection to the Hansard being ovdeved immediately so that the
honourable member can see it. But thils is with reservations; with
ragervations right now as to the fact that I believe Your Honour

that it 1s too late now and this 1is not by any means to be imputed

that ¥ am saying this because T belleve that the honourable minlster

has infringed the privilege of the House. 1 do not mind the Hansards,
of course we will accommodate the Opposition in that and 1t 15 a

valid request at any time. But I do not belleve that,you know when

we make thiz undertaling with the Cpposition, it also has to be vnderstood
that the pogsition,as I see It on first glimpse at Beauchesne,admittedly
there may be other arguments that may be put against it; but as I see 1t,
from Beauchesne, th. t this should not be imputed as being on our part

any agreement to the effect that we object to the point of privilege
being raised in the first place.

MR .ROBERTS : Very well, Your Honour. I thank the honourable gentleman,
ﬁe:agreed then that if upon seelng the Hansard text,we feel there is a
motion at that point the substantive point would be argued whether or
not we have slept on our rights. That 1s what the honourable gentleman-—
MR.MARSHALL:  The honourable Leader of the Opposition can bring in a
motion, but he can with respect to = but we will debate the motion.

We will not necessarily -

MR.ROBERTS: We can only concur, that i{s eminently fair,Your Homour, That
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MR. ROBHRTS: if we feel a motion Is in order to come in and then

a member may object and say that the motion is not timely, that the
rights have been slapped upon it, at which stage the matter will be
debated. That will also give the members of the House and T would
hope and I am sure that the Speaker's gadvisers, the'Clerk and the
Lav Clerk and the Assistant Clerk would have an oppertunlty to research the
precedents, I am afraid we may need them on this one.

MR. CHATRMAN:  With respect to both the honourable Leader of the
Opposition and the honourable the House Leader, the Chair feels and
again it 1s subject to the wishes of the committee, but the Chair
feels that this could be an example of a mountain being wade out

of a molehill, 1f an inltial step were not taken. Wamely; to ask

the honourable member whether there is anything arising out of the
affairs that have been raised by the honourable the Leader of the
Opposition and other members om this side of the House, as to whether
there 1s anything that the honourable member wishes to say to clear
the matter up or not, or whether the honourable member does not wish
to say anything at this point.

The Chair feels that one of the purposes of the Standing Rules or
one of the purposes of raising points of order is to prevent matters
which are raised in the heat of debate being aggravated by being
raised again and again.

MR, CROSBIE: There was no heat of debate, Mr, Chalrman, The honourable
member's words were in fact, as he said them. There 1s no allegatiom
at all, there are no words that the honourable gentlemen opposite are
quoting to the House as objectlionable or offensive or unparliamentary.
My colleague, the Minister of Soctal Services and Rehabilitation has
made his speech and he has no intention,as I understand by discussing
with him, of changing his speech, He has made his speech, If anyone

can clite unparlismentary words,offensive words, he @n certainly
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MR, CROSBIE: conslder it then as to whether he meant that or not,
but 1t has not been cited to him and he has nothing to change in
hils speech. It was wnot In any heat of Jebate, it was a speech ilan
we all heard,measured and delibevateand giving certaln facts and
ac on, as he heard then.
MR, CHAIRMAW:  The honourable member for Placentia Fast,
MR, AYLWARD: Yes, Mr. Chalrman, 1 was going mnyself to object to Your Honour's
submisslon to the honourable ministevr. I agree that, I mean, I
think it is a very, very important polnt that the Leader of the
Ovposition byrought up, But T do feel myself on thiz matter that
.a8 all of us present here in the House, 1t 4s a breach of privilege of the
House, not of the mewber of the House. I mean included amongst this, of course
were several membars on the other side, and no one and iIn particularz,
af couuse, the honouvable member from Bell Isiand,at whom, I suppose,
one could comclude that the vemarks,if they were directed at anyone,
were directed, and no one took objectlon at thatr particular time.
Now the Leader of the Opposiifion was ahsent from ihe Chamber .
Then he came in, Mr. Chaimman, aud sald that Vif the minister
said what he thought he sald or what he had been told he said, it
could poasibly be a breach of privilege. So I respectfully submie,
My, Chairman, that T thiak more is requiredé ‘to ralse this point than
for somsone who has been absent from the Chamber to just come Iin
and say - 1 have - .
MR, ROBERTS: 1 have not ralsed any point of privilege,

MR, AYLWARD: Wo, no, but you are asking -
"MR. ROBERTS: Inaudible,

MR, AYLWARD: No! No! No! But you are suggesting that one may have
been. Well now anyone could come in. I mean I could come in here
next week or next month and say I would like a copy of thia because

possibly there has been a breach of privilege. Now my point i1s,

Mr. Chalxman, what the House Leader sald, and that ts the wisdom
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MR. AYLWARD: of the rule, of course, that the words. must
be objected to at that particular time., Then after repeat them
and when the Clerk takes them down and you have the words before
you, to see 1f the words themselves conatitute this breach.

‘Now, Mr. Chairman, since these words have not been quoted,no
one has quoted any words, The honourable member for White Bay South
had reason to believe that he did not know what the honoursble
ninister was saying because he kept talking about corruption and
it could possibly apply to anyona.

Now he,in his own
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remavks and probably for good reason,could not specify any words
other than the fact that the word corvuption was used. Wow all of
us kmow that that word has been used on oumercus occcasions
have,and since this session of the House, and probably will be again.
80, the use of the werd corruption in lteself, T would vespecifully
submit, as you know, does no necessarily imply that there has been
a breach of privilege.

Wow, 1if no wember of this House can point to or quote
the exact wovds of the minister, then I respectfully submit,as the
House Leadar has sald, that probsbly we have been all sleeping on
our vights, vou hnow, that the time has passed. T know It is an
Important matter and my point In railsing 1t is not &0 objert to patting
at the real reasom behind it, but I do not think we should just set a
precedent of this natuve, where anyone could,you know, come into the
Houge and just say that he has veason to believe that someone said
something and thevefore cease everything and have Hansard printed uatil
we all have a look at in.

AN HON., MEMBER: (First part inaudible) this thing for a week.

MR. AYLWARD: ¥o, I do not mean, just a moment now. Mr. Chalrman, on
the second polnt, the suggestlon by the Chailrman that the hon,
miniater saidreally, In other words,gaid what he intended to say or

did. he really say what the Leader of the Opposition has reason
to believe that he said or thinks he said. I do not think, Mr. Chailyman,
that the minlister can be agked to do that and T persomally feel that
A the suggestion of the House Leader is mere than reasonable here. That
is of course, to have Hansard printed immediately...

AN HON, MEMBER: Well agree to it that is all we ask.

MR. AYLWARD:  Yes, but you have agked for s 1little more T think. You
have asked that...

AN HON, MEMBER: Do not use “you."

MR, AYLWARD:  You have asked...

AN HON, MEMBER: Do not use "you'

U
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MR. AYLWARD:  All right, the honourable Leader of the Opposition

has asked that when the Hansard has been printed, if he is then
satisfled that:there was a breach of privilege, that he can raise

the point.

MR. ROBERTS: I do not need to ask for that, I can move =2 motion

at any time, 1f it f{s in order.

MR, AYINARD: Well yes of course, it can be debated and everything
else like this...

AN HON, MEMBER:  (Inaudible)

MR. CARTER:  Mr. Chairman, point of order, there is no need for him
to object like that. Tf he has a point of order, let him stand up,
but this is intolerable. I think the hon. member needs a (inaudible)
to revive his slagging subservience.

MR. AYLWARD: WNo, Mr. Chairman, my point just simply Is this, you
know, I personally feel that it should be brought up at the particular
time for the reasons given., 1 think it iz a matter of importance toall of us
and secondly; I do feel that the suggestion, with respect, made by the
Chalrman, that the minister should tell us really what he sald, is really not
in order and he should not be 3o directed.

MR. CHATRMAN:  The honourable member.

MR, HICKEY: I am sure, Mr, Chairman, we are mot in a Kangaroo Court.
I have to take something back, but nobody knows what I said. My
answer to that is simply this, I have made my speech, T am standing
by it. When you get Hansard and show me what I said, if someone does
not like something in that, that I have saild, then T will deal with it.
I have nothing further to say.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, 1f I may, I gather Your Honour's ruling
has in effect been appealed. I presume that Your Honour will not put
it to a vote,When two ministers speak against it Your Honour
apparently will not push it.

MR. CHAYRMAN:  Which ruling? Would the honourable...

MR, ROBERTS: The honourable gentleman's ruling that the minister might
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ba given an opportunity, but, vou know, T sw uot concerned with that.
MR, CHATRMAN:  The ruling was that the hounourable minister be given
an spportunlity to add anythiag that i wizshed to add, which i whe-. . .
MR. ROBERTS: He has added what he wished o add. 1 ceviainly did
not ask hiwm o Qith&raw anything. I said; 41f he wished to 1 would be
delighted and ¥ would iet the wmatter drop. But dun respent oo the
newber for Placentda Tast whe made a very ﬁobls‘speech' but it was
founded on a completely Ffalse nramise, T 41d not ask for the iuntervupiion
noy anytking. Your Howmour, [ merely sald  that ¥ was ralsing the point.
Now the House Leader has said thet he will arpue 1t,4F 4t comes up,
We will argue 1t then and we will have & ruling thew,of course, and
that will be that.

I merely sald would the - we willl get the Hansard 1o due
courge, maybe a weak, Iimay be ten days, it way be overnight., T
meraly asked if we could be accommodated and the hon. gentlemen opposite
sald that they will accommodate us. 1 appreciate that and the House

Teader and I have settled the matter guite swicably
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MR. ROBERTS: and the matter Is,as T understand,we will get the
Hansard as quickly as that can be arranged by the staff, Tﬁan
on this side we will arrange the motion, 1f we feel that it is
necessary. Then the argument as to whether or not the time -
MR, AYLWARD: Inaudible.
MR. ROBERTS: No but the honourable gentleman from Placentia East
dipped, and sometimes it is8 necessary to take two bites of the
apple, you sea.

To continue, S5ir, the honourable Minister of Finance understood
it ., He and I Perfectly ad idem twenty minutes ago on this point.

But then the argument as to timing will be ralsed ~it

may never cowe up, the motlon may pever come up= then we will deal
with i#. The minister says he will stand by 1t, Sir, that is fine.
That 1s fine., That is okay. The Minilster of Finance says the words
were not in the heat of debate, they were dellberately and with
precision, Again that 1s fine. The words may or may not,we will see.

Now maybe my friend from Bell Island wants to say a word, he
has been a silent observer, om yhat amounts to his own conduct being
questioned. He may or may not wish to say a word, but I am perfectly
satisfied with the undertaking of the House Leader to have the
Hansards perpared and then we will see what follows from there and
Your Honour and Mr, Speaker will rule, as Your Honour, and Mr.
Speakerx seef fit,from thereon.
MR, CHAIRMAN: It has been brought to the attention of the staff
to have the Hansard prepared. The honourable the member for Bell Island:
MR, NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, T deliberately sat back to listen
to the legal wrangle that was taking place because I realize, Siv,
that there 1s a precedent being set bhere, I did not want to get into

the debate wntil all of the angles had been explored and the matter

had been straightened out to the satisfaction of the House.
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MR. NEARY: I also sat back, Sir, ila my seat and in silenc:e,thinking
that the honourable minister who was responsible for the statement
would stard and take his place In this douse and clarify the

matter. T think that Your Honour took, in my oplnion and in ordinary
laymans opinion, took the right course of action, by giving the
minister responsible an opportunity to elther lay a charge, withdraw,
apologlze or what have you. But the honourable minister elected to
stlek by his orvilginal statements.

MR, RICKEY: Sir, tell me what T sald wroung.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the honourable minister knows what he

sald wrong. And the honourable the Minister of Tinance, who is over:
there like a Cheshire Cat knows what the minister said wrong.

AN HOY, MIMBER: Inaudible.

MR. CHAYRMAN: Order, order! Until the words. since this is the
course that has been decided upon. until the words spoken have

been obtained from Hansard, the Chair feels that 1t 4s out of order
to revert back to discussion on the matters of privilege which have
been raised.

MR. NEARY : Mr. Chairman, what I was going to say, if Your Honour
would just give me a chance to finigh the paragraph_that I started
to say there, Mr, Chalrman, 1s this-the Minister of Finance knows -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible,

MR, NEARY : Mr. Chairman, I would like to speak without interruption
from the chlef's seat, Sir, if you do not mind. This is too serious
a matter, Sir, too serious a matter and it 1is going to be stralghtened
but{BeforeI take my seat in this Housze, it will be straightened
out,

Mr, Chairman, the minister made certaln statements that have gone
out on press and radio, Gone out on press and radio, Sir. And the
Minister of Finance knows the congequences of that, he is the expert

on character agssasination in this House, Sir.
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MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible,

MR, CHAIRMAN: Order!

MR. HICKEY: On a peint of orxder, Mr. Chalrman, it has not been
established that there has been any character assassination tonight
number one, and number two, 1f we want any expert advice on character
assassination,look on the other side. I had to live with it for

five years. Well I do not impugn people'’s characters. My record is
good in this louse,

MR, NFARY: Mr, Chalrmar, I was referring to the Minister of Finance
when I made that statement, not the honourable Minister of Social
Services.

MR. CROSBIE: On a peint of order.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order! The words here afe out of order when referred
to an honourable member of the House; the words "character assagsination",
MR CROSBIE: On a point of order. We all know what the honourable
gentleman has been trying now, a diversionary tactic.

Answer, if you are a man
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if you can nct anewer what was sald by the Minister of Soelal Services and

Rehabilitatlon, do not start one of vour scandalous attacks on someone
else,
MR NEARY: Point of Order, Mr. Chairman.,
MR CROSBIE: Never mind the diversionary tactics, answer the facts that were
presented. Your conduct was a disgrace as a minlster of the Crown. That
is what is belng described here tonight, disgraceful conduct.
MR _NEARY: 1 abide by Your Chairman's ruling Mr. Chairman, I will withdraw
the statement. Your Honour made a ruling.
MR CROSBIE: Your comduct was a disgrace. I do not withdraw that.
MR NEARY: Mr. Chalirman, do I have the vight to be heard in this House in
sllence, without Interfevence from the Boss of the House?
MR CHAIRMAN: Order.
MR NWEARY: Anyhow Mr. Chairman, the minister that made these statewments
he said he is going to stick by them. So I am going to suggest to this
House, Sir, when I am finished my few remarks, a course of action, because
as I stated a few moments ago, Sir, this will be reported in newspapers
tomoxrrow, reported on radlo and televigion tonight, It will make me look
1ike a crook, a criminal Sdir. But before I am finished with the honourable
nminister that made these statements Sir, we will find out who will look like
& crook or a criminal.
Mr. Chairman, the reason I mentioned a couple of times in my
remarks,1f Your.Honour will recall,both yesterday afternoon and today I
nentioned the fact that I was being threatened or there was an appearance
of a threat from the minister, !Ne was golng to produce certain evidence.
Now, Sir, for several months past, I would say since January 18,
there have been investigations poing on on Bell Island. There have heen
telephone ealls, through the minister's office to the welfare office on
Bell Island, hot 1line between Confederation Bullding and Bell Island. I

have heard certain rumours -~

MR HICKEY: Point of Order, Mr. Chalrman, that is incorrect and I will
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ask the member to withdraw it now. I have not had any hot line to
Bell Island, I have competent, capable officials, through the chain of
command, here i{s my assistant deputy wminister and those are the people
with whom I deal. I made one vigit to Bell Island, the honourable
gentleman knows when 1t was too, during the election campaispn.
MR _CHATIRMAN: The honourable minister will have an opportunity to
contradict matters raised by the honourable member from Bell Island.
MR NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, it was drawn to my attention that
investigations were taking place. Rumours are flying around, Sir.
Rumours: This one got a payoff, that one got a payoff, corruption here,
booze here. So, Sir, I deliberately came into this House,waited for the
estimates of that department to come up. I baited the minister,
deliberately baited him (yesterday afternoon and today,) The member for
St John's East Extern knows full well that I baited him because I wanted
to get this out in the open, Sir. Get it out in the open. I have it out
in the open. Now that I have it out in the open, éir, I will stick with
it until it is straightened out,

When I am finished either the Minister of Social Services and
Rehabilltation will resign from this House or I will resign from this

House, Sir,

MR_NEARY: It 1s a deal Mr. Chairman. That is a deal.

MR HICKEY: Have it recorded Mr. Chairman. Have it recorded.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order.

MR NEARY: Tt will be recorded in the Hansard. The honourable minister

does not have to remind the recorder.
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Mr. Neary:

So, Mr. Chairman, let me trace the events that led up te this
apparently large sum of money being spent on repairs o houses on

Bell Tsland, and 1t was spent over a two year period, Sir, or I

think 1t was probably longer than a two year peried, $260,000 or
§270,000 over a two year period.

MR, HICKEY: = One year.

MR, NEARY: No, Mr. Chalrman, two years.

MR. HICKEY: Ove year.

MR.MURFEY: There must have been another §260,000.

MR. NEARY: Now, Mr, Chalrman, -

MR. HICKEY: TFor the fiscal year 1971-1972, that 1s one year. That is
my mathematics.

MR. NEARY:  Well, my understanding was, Mr. Chalrman, it was over a
two year peviod,because I think there was some iInformation tabled iIn
the House earlier.

AN HON. MEMBER: He can take backwater if he wants ~

MR. NEARY: T am not taking back any water. I have not seen them
come blg enough on the other side yet. They have tried it. They have
threatened to wipe out the Ddstrict of Bell Island, revenge for voting
Liberal, Mr. Chairman, revenge.

MR, MURPHY: Who szid this? Absolutely false.

MR, NEARY: That is not. The Minister of Finance took to the television,
took to the alr waves after the March election, ' We will wipe out

Bell Isléhd;‘ﬁe announced it to the whole province, redistribution,
Bell Island will be wiped off the map. They have tried to get me,

Mr. Chairman, in all sorts of ways. The Minister of Finance would love
to be able to get me,but he is not golng te get me this time, Here he

is, the boss is coming back in the House.

MR, CROSBIZ: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, on a point of order:
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The honourable gentleman's statement that I was on the air waves aund
said Bell ¥sland would be wiped out is a falsehood, if he makes it
knowingly. I never said any such thing on the alr waves or anywhere
else. Who would want te wipe out Bell Island? We would not be
interested in wiping out Bell Island. We would like to help Bell Island
and as far as the honourable gentleman is concerned,I would not want

to wipe him out, I would mot dirt my shoes on him.

MR. NEARY: Is that a point of oxder. Mr. Chairman?

MR, CHAIRMAY: The honourable minister has stated that a matter raised
by the honourable member for Bell Island was incorrect. This, T believe,
the honourabie member is entitled to do.

MR. NEARY: Mo, My, Chairman, [ was referrving to the electoral District
of Bell Tsland.

AN HON. MEMBER:  (Inaudible).

AN HON, MEMBER: At least we have one, not two or three.

MR, NEARY: But anyway, Sir,

AN HON. MIBMBER:  (Inaudible).

MR, NEARY: If you take a line on the map, Mr. Chairman, 1f vou take

a point say my honourahle colleague's distriet in St. Barbe North and
you swing a line down to Benavista Scuth, Bonavista Bay, I have the

only Liberal distriect East of that line.

AN HOM. MEMBER: Yes, and how did you get 1t?

MR. NEARY: I have the only liberal district, Sir.

MR. CROSBIE:  (Inaudible).

MR. ROBERTS: That 1s close to an -

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, T would challenge the honourable Minister of
Tinance to stand in his place and lay that charge now. Make the charge.
He does not have the puts, Mr. Chairman. Make the charge!

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order!

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, what I said was and I will repeat, that we

Juah
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heard tonight how the honourable pentleman got the District of Bell Island.
MR. NEARY: So anyway, Mr. Chalrman, it is getting kind of late and
this will probably go on for two or three days because T intend to
get this straightened out before the estimates of thils department
are approved.
AN HON, MEMBER:  (Inaudible).
MR. WEARY: That is rdight. T am coming to that. Do not worry I am
coming to 1t and either the minister resigns or I resign, one or the
other and T will shut the Minister of Finance un forever. He will
erawl ouft of this House, hide away, bury himself or the member for
Harbour Grace will bury him six feet under. Sir, they have my Irish
up, they have my Irish up now, Sir, and T will tell you this that here
is a man that is going to fight back, I am not going to have these
millionaires, these well-to-do city lawyers, Sir, sunow me under. Neo way,
Mr. Chalrman. there is no way.

So here it is, Mr. Chairman, Bell Island started mining in 1895
and after the mine started over there, Sir, people just flocked to
Bell TIsland, just flocked in there. They came in in droves because you
could make good money on Bell Islahd. They built tar paper shacks, they
bullt sod houses, they did 1t all., There was never any planning put
inte Bell Tsland. DOSCG, Mr. Chairman, did not do any planning. They
were not interested in the community. Whatever was done there the
people had to do it themselves So Bell Island had a history of
ups and downs, fou would work about two or three years steady and then
the bottom would fall out of the iron ore market.
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. NEARY: Mr, Chalrman, do T have the right to be heard in silenae
without interruption.
MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible),

MR, ROBERTS: Well, that is typlcal, that is fust typical.
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MR, ROBERTS: That is typical of you,Ank.

MR, CHATRMAN:  Order!
MR. NEARY: 8o, Mr, Chairmam, Bell Island did not really become
prosperous untll the war years. So during the year wars, Sir, when
the mources of iron ore in other parts of the world was cut ofg Bell
Island became a little prosperous. But the people, Mr. Chairman,
did not have a chance to get on their feet, no paved roads,

nn water and sewerage., houses falling down around their ears.

HON. MEMBERS: Inaudible,

MR, NEARY: Themn, Mr. Chalrman, 1959 arrived, a mine closed, 650 men

AN HOW. MEMRER:  Inaudible.

MR, NEARY: Alright T well remember .,

HON, MEMBERS:  Traudible.

MR, NEARY: T remember at that time,. Mr. Chairwman, there were 2250
men on the payroll.

MR. CHATRMAN: Would the honourable member continue on tomorrow,

it now being 11:00 p.m.

On motion that the Committee of Supply rise report having
passed certain estimates of expenditure and ask leave to sit again,
Mr. Speaker veturned to the Chadlr.

MR. CHATRMAN: Mr. Speaker the Commitee of Supply have considered
the matters to them referred and have made some progress and ask
leave to sit again.

On motion report received and adopted.

Cn motioq.committee ordered to sit again tomorrow.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I move that the House at its rising to

adjourn until tomorrow, Friday at 3:00 P.M. and the House do now adjourn

On motion the House adiourned until tomorrew,

Friday at 3:00 P.M,
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