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~rch 16, 1973 

The House met at 3:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! 

Tape 661 & 662 

MR. E.M. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question, Sir, of both 

JM - 1 

personal privilege and privilege of the House, this being the earliest 

opportunity at which I could do so, My case, Sir, is based on a 

number of citat-!.ons in Beauchesne. The most' relevant one, Sir, is 

108(1) which will be found on page ninety-eight. The substance of 

the point, Sir, is that the hon. gentleman from St. John's East, 

the House Leader for the government, outside the House last night 

made statements both on radio station CJON and to the "Daily News." 

I quote the CJON story, Sir, supplied me by the news director of 

that station: "An angry Mr. Marshall said outside the chamber that 

Mr. Roberts abused the privileges of the House in an outrageous 

manner. Mr. Marshall said the remarks that Mr. Roberts made in 

leading up to the eleven o'clock closing hour were out of order 

and indicative of the attempts by the opposition to obstruct the 

business of the House." 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Similar statements were made in 

the "Daily News." "In an interview outside the House Mr, Marshall 

charged the Liberal Opposition with delaying passage of Interim Supply, 

saying that we were ahusinr, the privilege of the House," 

Mr. Speaker, I submit that it is a breach of the privileges 

of this House to accuse an hon, r,entleman or any hon. gentleman of 

having abused the privil cr,es of the llouse, A member is entitled to 

use his rights under the Standinr, Orders· and Your llonour is zealous 

in enforcing those rights and enforcing the Standing Orders. I submit, 

Sir, that the hon. r,cntleman, the House Leader,should be asked to 
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withdraw liis remarks and to apoloRhc. llr. ie rnt1tled to think what 

he wishes, Mr, Speaker, about the merits of the opposition debating 

a request for supply, thnt is debate, It 1s far beyond debate to 

stand outside the House or inside the House and accuse a member of 

abusing the privileges of the House. I submit, Sir, that there is 

a prima facie matter of privilege. I raise it now and I am prepared 

to take the appropriate steps. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. member for St. John's East wishes to reply 

to that I think I will take it under advisement and get the extact 

wording of the hon. Leader of the Opposition's statement from Hansard 

and rule on it later. 

MR, ROBERTS: Fine, Mr, Spe;i.ker, I will table a copy of today's issue 

of the "I,a1ly Hews" and a copy of the news story of March 16, l.973 

supplied to me by C.JON. 

PETITIONS: 

HON. W.W. MARSJIALL(MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO): Mr. Speaker, I have 

great pleasure to present a petition on behalf of some 139 residents 

of the Community of Lawrenceton in the great electoral District of 

Lewisporte. The prayer of the petition is that the road be upgraded 

from Lawrenceton to Brown's Arm. 

Now an actual fact, Mr. Speaker, in conformity with the 

policies of this present government last year a large amount of money, 

some $350,000 was spent on the reconstruction and upgrading of the 

road between Lcwisporte and Brown's Arm last year. It js the hope 

of the prayer of thJs petition that the road will be paved during 

the comin~ i;urnmer. It is hoped that while the nnphalt plant is in 

the area that this will be clone. I would ask thnt this petition 

which is sir,necl by 139 persons from the Lawrcnceton Area be laid on 

the tab!~ of the House and referred to the department to which it 

relates where I know it will receive very r,ood attention, 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I arc happy to support 
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this petition. I rcnlize that the member for that district wishes 

he ~ould speak in support of it nnd indeed I know he does support it 

but because he occuplcs a position of honour in this House, a position 

of honour which requires him not to take part in the debates of the 

House,he is not able to speak. This is one of these occasions on which 

the hon. gentleman from St, John's East and myself can agree most 

wholeheartedly in supporting the request. 

I am very glad to hear the hon. member, the gentleman from 

St. John's East,say that money was spent last year to upgrade the road 

from Lewisporte out towards Brown's Arm. The people of Brown's Arm 

have been most articulate and I submit most effective in their means 

of protest and in the fact of their protest. I am glad they succeeded 

in ~ettinp, the road done last year especially because last year the 

roads programme was so largely laid out by the Smallwood administration. 

I have no less an authority than the Premier of this province for that 

statement, Sir. I do hope this year that the present administration 

find it in their wisdom to carry forth. This is the first year that 

they will have had their own roads programme. I do hope,Sir, that 

included in the roads programme is the amount of money necessary to 

enable this road to be paved so that these people can have the 

blessings of pavement. They have agitated long enough, they have 

waited long enough and the time has come. 

HON, II.A. COT,LINS(MINISTER OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS AND HOUSING): Mr. Speaker, 

I would like to say a few words in support of that petition as well. I 

remember years ago attending meetings in Brown's Arm and Lawrenceton 

when the people were clemonstratinr, down there. I thought they were 

most reasonable in their approach to the matter. I hope that 

the government can see fit this year to meet the needs or the request 

in the petition to extend their road and pave it into Lawrenceton. 

NOTICF.S OF MOTION: 

HON. J.C. CROSBIF. (HJNISTER OF PINANCE): Mr. Speaker, I give notice 
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that I will on tomorrow move the House into a committee of the whole 

to consider certain resolutions relating to the guarantee of the 

repayment of bonds or debentures issued by and the guarantee of 

the repayment of loans made to certain local authorities. 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask 

leave to introduce a bill, "An Act Further To Amend The City of Corner 

Brook Act." 

HON. A.J. MURPHY{MINISTER OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE): Mr. Speaker, I give 

notice that on tomorrow I will ask leave to introduce a bill, "An Act 

Further To Amend The Social Assistance Act, 1971." 

QUESTIONS: 

HON. G.R. OTTENHEIMER(MINISTER OF EDUCATION): Mr, Speaker, I would 

like to table the reply to question number thirty-seven on the order 

paper of February 23, asked by the hon. member for St, Barbe North. 

HON. C.W. DOODY(MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT): Mr. Speaker, I 

want to table the reply to question number eighty-one asked by the 

hon. the Leader of the Opposition on the order paper of March 1. He 

is requestin~ a copy of the agreement with the Steel Company of 

Canada and the various reports. I have also been successful in 

locating another report for him,in relation to the same steel mill, 

which he might be interested in. This one was done in 1968 . The 

Kostaszek Report is also here. That is the Leonard Partners Limited, 

the economic evaluation of the AMCO proposal which is ·commonly known 

as the Kostaszek Report. I have another one which we located, the 

report by the Kates, Peat, ?-larwick & Ccmpany Limited.dated April 1968, 

entitled "The Economic Review of the Newfoundland Steel Prospects." 

The first recommendation I notice is,abandon the existing operations 

and it says that if you do this at this particular time you leave an 

estimated loss of $6.3 million after mectinr, the accounts payable. 

several yell.rs l;iter(April 1968) here we arc in 1973,$7 million poorer 

and Rtill tnhlin~ reports . 
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AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

HR.. DOODY: I am not interested in history, I keep saying that. 

HON. R.L.CHEESEMAN(M'!_.'HSTER OF FISHERIES): Mr, Speaker, there was 

an oral question and a supplementary to an oral question asked 

yesterday by the hon. member for Twillingate and the hon. member for 

Fogo,both relating to the fishing of the "BoEton York." The question 

was in relation to the crew and whether or not the t·e was any problem 

in that regard and the supplementary question had to do with the loss 

of fish through malfunction or some other reason. The information 

available to me now is there were no problems with the crew of any 

unusual nature and nothing but the normal turnover on her second 

voyage, The answer to the supplementary question was, the information 

that I have available to me, that no fish was lost from the first 

voyage, the boat is fishing at the present time, but from the first 

voyage neither on landinp, nor time at sea was any fish lost or any 

malfunction. This is the information which is available to me, 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR. ROWE(F.B.): Mr. Speaker, I would like to address a question to the 

hon. Minister of Education. In view of the fact that there are 

persistent rumors that teachers are being laid off by certain school 

boards in this province and indeed I have heard, Sir, that some 

teachers have actually been told that they will not be rehired next 

year and in view of the fact that there is one school board in 

St. John's that will be laying off fifty-seven teachers, could the 

minister indicate to the House, Sir, whether this is in fact true. 

MR. OT'fENIIEIMER: No, Mr. Spenker, I cannot, I am not informed by 

school boards of actual layinr, offs, As the hon, r,cntleman knows, 

each year when the contracts come up some school boards need more 

and some school boards need less teachers but 
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Jam not aware of mo,;s lay offA. 

MR. f. ROWE: A supplementary question, Sir. In view of these rumors, 

I was wondering if the minister could undertake to find out what exactly 

the situation is with respect to the re-hiring of teachers next year 

and whether or not there will be a lay off? 

~fR. O'ITENHF.IMER: Mr. Speaker, I will certainly check the factual situation 

but probably not the rumor situation. The factual situation I will 

certainly check. 

MR. NEARY: ~r. Spenker, I note the Premier is absent again today. This 

time off to the delights of Montreal, 

S:fr, I would like to a,;k the acting Prem:ler if the r,overnment h11ve 

made any formal objection to CN movinJ,>; the reservation off:f.ce from Port 

aux Bas~ues over to North Syd~ey? 

Xr. Speaker, I wonder if the ~inister of Industrial Development 

would inform the House if there are any takers yet on the steel plant? 

_:"R. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, we reached an all time high yesterday. We had 

forty-two offers. I do not mean that facetiously, I mean it as absolutely 

true. Every junk dealer an<'! potential industr:1.alist from here to the 

Gulf Coast are on the telephone wanting to buy our magnificent financial 

fiasco, the Ne,;.•foundland Steel Mi.11. Unfortunately we have not had 

• eny off en, for the l.fahilities yet, they are _1ust look-lnr for the assets. 

So, WP are s1ft1nP. them 1111 out and as soc:,n as we p;et something tangible 

we wi 11 be happy to renort. 

MR. NE/\"lY: ~:ell, I am not surprised, ~r. Speakrr, hecam:;e the honourable 

minister put an advertisement in the mainland newspaper, Could the hon. 

minister tell thP Pouse ,;•hen the p.;overnment wiJl be :In A -,,os1t:lon to 

make> an announcement on the steel plant one w«y or another? The 

honourahle ministP.r h11s not made it but he h«s forty-two offers and 

thC're nre others, there are local r,roposi ti ons. When wtl l the 

minintrr he mnkinR n decision on these offers? 

Wt. JJOOllY: T renllv tlo not know, Hr. SnPaker. We nrc doing the best 

wr c:in under thr circum.'lt:mcc1,. AR soon Ml we h,,ve somcth:lnR defi.ntte 

we will rcrt:ilnly nrovide the 1nfonnntfnn. 
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f-fR. f:ILLF.TT: Mr. Spc~ker, as a matter of curiosity,! wonder if the 

honourable Minister of FiAheries can exnlnin what is a normal turnover 

in ll twenty-sevr.n day voyar,e? That is the normal turnover of a crew. 

If it is normal, can we expect this turnover every trip the ship makes? 

HON. R. CHEESEMAl'': (~INI!':TER OF FISHERIF.S): No, I am afraid not, Mr. 

Speaker. The information came from the operator but I will be glad . 

to obtain these figures also. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, a question to the honourable Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing. In view of the fact, Sir, that Newfoundland as a whole 

had a reduction in construction of new homes this year, I believe eighty­

four this year compared to 120 last year. This is attributed to shortage of 

lots. I was wondering if the minister could indicate what his department 

is doing in trying to get more lots made available to construction firms? 

HON, HAROLD A COLLINS: (MINISTER OF Ml.!NICJPAL AFFAIRS AND HOUSING): Mr. 

j'peaker, that is true to some extent I suspect because it was very difficult 

to obtain land last year and the first part of this year. By the beginning 

of the construction sea.son in St. John's we would hope to have - I do not 

want to be tied to a figure - but certainly an excess of 1,000 lots coming 

on position for sale in June. In Corner Brook we are in a pretty good 

position. In Gander we are in a desperate position. In urban areas it 

is desperate but we are hoping by the time the construction season starts 

that the position would have improved. 

MR. MARTIN: A question that I would like to direct to the honourable 

Minister of Fisheries with regard to certain legislation passed in 1971 

known as the"Fishing Industries Collective Bargaining Act, 1971.
0 That 

Jer,islation provided for the establishment of a Fishing Industry Advisory 

Board. I would like the honourable the minister to inform the House 

what stepA hAve been taken,if Any.to set up such a board, to appoint the 

hoar<!? 

MR. CIH-:J·:SE!-'AN: No, Mr. Speaker, in nnsw~r to the honourable member for 

Lahrador !::onth. Such a bonrd has not been established. Consultation 

haA hc,en held with th(' M1n1.stcr of Labour and :It will be in consultation 

with the ~f:lnister of Labour that such a board wi Jl be established. 
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minister ind1cntc wlam 1t hi prnpn11c-d to c11t11hl1rih tht1 Advt11nrv nonrrl? 

MR. CIIEESl'MAN: As early .:19 possible, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. ROBF.P.TS: You have been in office a year and arhalf. 

ORDEP.S or THE DAY 

On motion of the hon. the Minister of Economic Development a 

bill, "An Act To Ratify, Confirm And Adopt A Supplemental Agreement 

Hade Between The Government, Newfoundland Refinin~ Company Limited And 

Other Companies," read a first time, ordered read a second t:lme -on 

tommorrow, 

On motion of the hon. the Minister of Education a bill, "An 

Act Further To Amend The Memorial l!niversity(Pensions) Act~" read a 

first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

On motion of the hon. the Min:f_ster of Economic Development a 

bill, "An Act To Ratify, Confirm And Adopt On The Part Of The Province 

An Agreement Made Between The Government Of Canada And The Government 

Of The Province Of Newfoundland And To Provide For Certain Matters Relating 

Thereto," read a first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

On motion of the hon. the Minister of Supnly and Services a 

bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Provincial Parks Act," read a first 

time, ordered read n second time on tomorrow. 

On motion that the House resolve itscl f into Committee of the 

Whole on Supnly to consider certain estimntcs relatinp, to the r,ranting 

of Jntc-r:!m Supply to lier Majesty. ?-Ir. Spe-'lker left the Ch11ir. 

On motion llelld (11), ~•ines and Enenw cllrric,I. 

MR. WOO!lW/IP.D: ------- Mr, Speaker, before we adjourned the clahate last evening, 

J asked of the honourable minister a number of riucst:lons. I am wonderinr, 

if thP. honourable minister is prepared to r,Jve the answers at this time? 

1;0:1 •. r..n. l',/IRPY: ('HNJSTEP OF m:lP.S Mm F.NfRCY): Mr. Chnirm.in, if I have 

thf! honour;ih]e mcmhc-r's <J1tf!stinns correctly, I think the first one w;is 

w:ltlt T<•sprct to poss.lhl" oper.,1t:Jon,; off thC"! 1..ihrnrlor Const. There are at 
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the present time no provincial permits issued fc,r the .exploitation 

of mineral r~sources off the Continental Shelf, off Labrador,but 

we 'have had discusdon11 wf th cnillpanies holdfog federal permits and 

~ understandinv. i .s that it has not been conf:l.l'llled but there will 

probably be 
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at least one company operating off Labrador this summer. Until 

official confinnation is received by our department, I would not 

be able to reveal the name of the company or any other details 

than that, but I think we can expect to see some activity off 

Labrador this summer. 

Now the second question related to attempts to take advantage 

of industrial 0pportunities created by offshore development. Was 

this correct? 

MR. WOODWARD: I could r,o over it again and brief him on the 

questions if he does not have the questions with him now? 

MR. BARRY: There were too many put at the same time, Mr. Chairman, 

if the honourable member wish to - I believe there were two 

other points that he made. I have brief reference made of them 

but if you wish to give the questions again, I shall attempt to 

answer them. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, putting it quite briefly, the questions 

that were asked in the House, and I mention the high expectations 

that have been set by the publicity that has been given to the offshore 

drilling and the possible service industry that could derive from 

those particular developments or exploitation of oil in the event 

it is discovered on the continental shelf, on the. Grand Bank or off 

the Labrador Coast. The question I asked the minister - was his 

department or his government giving any incentive to industry to get 

involved in this particular type of service industry and how does onP 

r,o about getting this :l.nformation? Does he go throur,h the Minister 

of Encrr,y or does he r:o to the Minister of Industrial Development 

in thin respect? There is some confun:lon :f.n the province in this 

rasprct. whom do you r.o to? Who :I a devclopinp, the province ns fnr 

as offshore drillinR is concerned? Is it industrial development 

or is it the new Department of Energy and Mines~ 
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I think thh h a q11e11tion th•t I would like to have clarified, 

Hr. Chainnnn, and alao the fact that there are a number of people 

in Labrador who have been involved over the last couple of years, 

very briefly, in supplying support to an offshore rig off the 

CartwriF,ht Area. We have had a number of people passing through 

from western Canada through Goose Bay and then subsequently going 

out to the coast. 

Our people are concerned and I thought with all this 

development that has been taking place now and all the expertise 

that has gone into the government on it, that we probably could 

be brought to light on what is taking place,and I feel it is 

only fair of the co11D11ittee or of the minister, if we can get 

those answerec!. 

MR.. BARRY: Inaudible. 

MR. WOODWARD: Well if we can get some reply to the questions, 

Mr. Chairman. 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Chairman, I think the questions have been answered 

many times over. I do not see why there is any confusion about 

who is responsible for industrial development in the province. It :Is 

the Department of Industrial Development, but there is liaison 

between departments. Now anybody who has a proposal or anybody 

who wishes information with respect to possible opportunities, the 

Department of Industrial Development, as I understand, is completely 

prepared to supply any such informat:lon,to assist in whatever way 

possible. 

But government cannot do everything in this area, as the 

honourable member himself should be aware. I think with respect 

to incentives, the honourable member is an example of how 

incentives are not always necessary in order to become very 

successful in the business community. Does that answer the 

honourable member? 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the present Minister of Finance (for the 

time being) when he was on this side of the House, was highly 

critical of the construction of the thermo generating plant at 

Holyrood. We discovered this winter, Sir, but for the thermo 

generating plant, that a large portion of the Avalon Peninsula 

would have been without electricity. There would have been no 

heat in the homes. Business and industry would have ground to 

a halt. No heat in the homes, Sir, at a time when we were having 

the coldest weather I suppose that we have had in years. So the 

thermo generating plant provided the necessary electricity when 

the power supplies in Bay d'Espoir was put out of commission because 

of the freezing rain. 

I would like to ask the minister if he would_ say now, 

in Committee, what the policy of his department and the government 

is going to be in the future concerning thermo generating plants. 

Are there any plans for expansion? I think the minister indicated 

outside the House sometime ago that a second thermo p,enerating 

plant was being proposed, I am not sure of the location, I am 

not sure whether the minister said Come By Chance or out in 

western Newfoundland, would the minist~r state now what the policy 

of the government is on thermo r,eneratiny, plants, whether there will 

be any expansion this year or not? 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Chairman, this is not a matter that you decide by 

flippinr, a coin, althou~h m~ybe at times th:fs has happened in the 

past, the question,with reflpect to the firnt question, you decide 
I 

whnt additional p.cnerntinr, capacity is goinr. to be needed and what 

times is it goinr, to be needed. This involves a certain forecasting 

of industrial requirements, a forecasting of, consumption generally. 

Now you mnke this forecast. You decide nt what time your 

demand curve is going to meet your production curve and you then 
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count on two to three year lead time necessary in the event of 

a i;najor development and you make your decision. Now your 

decision is going to be next - what is the best form this 

generating capacity should takei This depends on a numher 

of factors. The trade off between hydro electric development 

and thermo plant depends,number one,on the cost of capital. 

The hydro electric developments are generally more capital 

intensive than thermal plants _and accordingly, if your cost of 

capital is high, it may be that it will be better on that factor 

alone to go to a thermal plant. 

On the other hand,a thermal plant involves higher operating 

costs than hydro electric development. For example, if you can 

anticipate a greatly increased price of fuel which is to be used 

in these thermal plants, then this is a factor weighing against 

getting generat:f.ng capacity through additional thermal plants. 

So there are very complicated computations that have to 

be made in order to decide what form your generating capacity 

should take. At the present time I can say that the Power 

Commission has figures with respect to proposed increase in demand. 

I think we are talking in terms of 1978, I am not completely clear 

on this,as a period by which time we need additional generating 

capacity. That does not mean that we can wait until 1978 to start 

building it of course. 

The decision as to what form this generating capacity will 

take, I cannot give you an answer at this time. Apart from the 

thP.rmal plant,for example, another form gene.rating capacity has 

taken is gas turbine. 

I could say to the honourable member that this matter is 

presently under review by the Power Commission and by the Committee 

on Energy, They are attemptin~ to P,in down as accurately as possible 

the time when the additional generating capacity will be required, 

because this changes. As new industry comes in,for example, the 
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time frame has to be reviewed,but this question is wider conti~uous 

review at all t1111es. The decision,as to the form. the generating 

capacity will take, is one that will have to be mad·e I would 

think over the next five to six 'DIOnths but at 
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this time I cannot say any more than that to the honourable member. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the minister did aome pretty fancy foot 

work in that answer. However, we will aee what develops, I would 

assume from what the minister said that the government and the minister 

are admitting that the construction of the generating plant at Holyrood 

was justified and that the honourable the Minister of Finance has been 

proven wrong again. 

Sir, would the honourable minister,.in replying to my question he did 

not mention nuclear power. I think the honourable minister when he was 

first appointed to that portfolio,there several weeks ago, overnight became 

an expert on nuclear power because I heard him comment at some length 

outside of the House on this particular subject. 

MR. BARRY! 

MR. NEARY: 

Is the honourable member being sarcastic? 

No, I am not being sarcastic, the honourable minister did 

comment on this nuclear power,outside the House. 

MR. BARRY: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: But, Mr, Chairman, I realize the development of power is 

something that has to be well planned because you have to take into 

consideration the long-range forecast based on need and so forth in 

industrial development. But my understanding is that all the hydro that 

can be developed on the island at the present time is being utilized. 

MR. BARRY: Not all. 

MR. NEARY,'. 
I 

Not all, there may perhaps be a couple of small developments 

that could take place,unless we find some way to transmit tl-e power from 

Churchill, from the Lower Churchill to the island,then it seems to me, 

Mr. Chairman, that if we are going to carry out a substantial industrial 

development programme on this island that we are going to have to get into 

either thermo generating plants,and the minister has not given me any 

specific information on whether the government are planning to built 

any of these plants in the next year or so. I do not think we can wait. 

I think if you are going to talk about industry that is going to start up 

production say two or three years from now• you have to start build.ing the 
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generating plants now, or you have to get into nuclear energy. 

I would like for the minister to be a little more specific if he 

can at this particular time. I would also like to hear his comments on 

nuclear power? 

MR. BARRY: The honourable Minister of Finance has a few words to say. 

HON. J.C. CROS BIF. : (11IN'ISTF.R OF FINANCE): Mr. Chairman, I have to 

leave the House,regretfully,in a few minutes time,so just before I go 

I want to put the poor honourable gentleman in perspective on what he is 

trying to talk about there. There is nothing wrong with the steam plant 

at Holyrood except it was built several years before it was needed to be 

built. Therefore, it cost the province considerably additional monies, 

uncessary interest charges and the like that were not necessary. It was 

built ahead of its time because the honourable gentleman's leader, the man 

who had the brains and not the heart or whatever way i~ was,said a few 

years ago and instructed the. Power Commissionthat there would be an 

aluminum complex developed in Newfoundland and on stream by 1971; there 

would be the third mill at Come by Chance,on stream, an oil refinery on 

stream in 1971 and the linerboard mill on stream in 1971 1 all of which 

meant that thei.r would be a considerably greater demand for electric power 

in 1971. None of those things materialized therefore the plant was built 

ahead of its time, not as any fault of the Power CommisRion but as the fault 

of a false forecast they were given. As a matter of fact, in the estimates last 

year and for the last several years an amount appears for subsidization 

of the Power Commission which is to cover the fact they have excess power 

that they cannot sell but they have the cost of intere6t and so on and 

so forth that remain there anyway to cover this excess r,enerating capacity. 

The provinces therefore has to subsidize this and pay for this for the last 

several years. 

Now the demand for pow<:r : 1·he minister sai.cl,.:f.n the next four or 

five yPnrB thil'l power will be used up, the p,reitt new oil refinery at 

Come hy Chance will use some up nnd in four or five years time there will be 
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additional power needed. But there is no .doubt about it at all because of 

a false and too optimistic forecastin~ the steam plant at Holyrood was 

built several years before its time. There is excess generating capacity 

now and this is not due to any fault of the Power Co111111ission but the 

fault of the last government which instructed the Power Commission to do 

this. 

Now on nuclear power I have to confess I am an expert. I attened a 

meeting about two weeks ago where energy and resources and the environment 

and so on were discussed. It was addresse~ by,among other people, Professor 

Herman Teller, the father of the H-Bomb. Too bad the honourable gentleman 

was not connected with his experiments, ~t would have been very useful. 

But in any event there was a tremendous discussion on nuclear power and 

different forms of nuclear power and in the future there is no question 

that the United States is going to have to depend on nuclear power, the, 

laser beam. In fact we are going to bring a laser beam in here one day 

and the honourable gentleman will go out in a blaze of glory. That is 

certainly coming in the United States,it is about twenty years behind 

because of the outcry from the environmentalist. I am sure the honourable 

gentleman is an environmentalist. They have, as a result of their court actions 

and so on,the latest development. It is coming but not in this province 

for some time as yet. 

Now I know the honourable gentleman wanted to hear from me and with 

those few words I have to go, Mr. Chairman, to another place for a few 

minutes. 

MR ~ NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the honourable minister is up to his old tricks 

trying to slide out from underneath some of the charges that he made against, 

that he made about this administration over the last couple of years. 

AN HON . MEMBF.R : What administration? ---- ---
MR. NEARY: Sir, the honourable minieter is too proud to admit that the 

construction of this plant at l~lyrood was justified, It was justified for 

some of the reasons that the honourable minister ~ave and because of the 

great development that is taking place at Come by Chancc,which was another 

vote of confidence in the prev:f.ous Smallwood Administration. The honourable 
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gentlt!ll'..an gets up as usual and makes a few funny remarks and then takes 

his papers and leaves the House, an example that has been set by the 

honourable the Premier. 

I do not have anything else to sny about thiR, Mr. Chairman, except 

that I was rather pleased myself thiR winter to note that the thermo 

generating plant down at Holyrood kept the people on the Avalon Peninsula 

warm in the coldest winter that we have had in a good many years. Otherwise, 

Sir, there would be no electricity for heat or to cook, Business and 

industry,as I said before,would grind to a halt. The only thing that I 

can say to the minister responsible for this department at the present time, 

Sir, is to give him a piece of advice,that we may have a surplus of energy 

at the present time,and the surplus is not all that great either, Sir, but 

that would not be long disappearing if we had some medium and heavy indust~y 

located in this province. 

So my warning to the minister is that he had better get crackinp, on 

this matter right away because two, three or four years from now it will 

be too late. 

MR. F. B. ROWF.: I just have one brief question, Your Honour. I was 

wonderinp, if the minister could indicate to the conunittee, Sir, what the 

situation is regarding the provision of electricity to the two small 

communities of Big Brook and Bard Harbour in St. Barbe North? They are 

two communities that have less than fifteen homes in them. I think Bard 

Harbour has four houses and Big Hrook has something like five or six 

homes. There was a diesel plant put in each one of these communities. 

Does the honourable minister have the backr,round i.nformation on that? 

AN l!ON. HF.MRER: ___ ,_ .. __ - -----
MR. nmm,_F .B. 

I w1.ll give the honournhle mernher a copy of my letter, 

Yes. Well what I am trying to find out, t-lr, Chairman, 

is whether or not these diesel plants have yet been moved from these 

two communities and whether the government are planning Anything to 
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to assist these people with respect to the provision of electricity 

because last year about this time the Minister of Finance indicated 

to me in writing that the government were trying to develop some sort 

of a policy with respect to providing electricity to extremely 

small communities such as Big Brook and Bard Harbour, 

MR, BARRY: If the honourable member will realize, I do not have 

the exact details at my finger tips. As I undtrstand the situation 

at the time the communities were electrified, this was a deviation 

from the established policy. ~s that not correct? There were never 

fifteen customers there so the coDDDunity should never have been 

electrified,according to the then existing and the now existing 

policy with respect to rural electrification, 

Now with respect to one of the communities (Maybe the 

honourable member can tell me which is which because l set it out 

in a letter to him) an arrangement was made whereby the community 

undertook to take over the operating costs of the plant, With 

respect to the other community, the same opportunity was given, 

the same offer was made but the proposal was not acceptable to 

the members of the community and unfortunately the decision had 

to be made that the diesel plant could not be kept in operation. 

l do not believe it has been removed. I believe the 

indication was that it would be removed in early spring, I do 

not think it has been removed to date, This is not a pleasant 

decision to have to make but if you have a policy, you have to 

apply it fairly across the province, Otherwise it is a matter 

of favouritism or arbitrariness. This situation developed, as you 

could appreciate. before I had the privilege of getting into the 

department. ActinP, on the advice of my officials, l took what 

I felt had to be th•! ,,roper dl!cision which was, 1~f.ve the opportuoity 

to the communities on II reiu1onahloe ha11is to take over the operating 

2196 



March 16, 1973 Tape no. 666 l'age 2 

costs. They were notified what the alternative was, failing to 

remove the diesel plants. One coramunity accepted and one community 

did not. 

MR. F, B. ROWE: Obviously the minister acted upon the advice 

of the hon. Minister of Finance in this regard or some correspondence 

that had been passed along beforehand. I had ~ade representation 

to the parliamentary assiRtant to the Premier of the day.around 

last May,and to the hon. Minister of Finance and Economic Development 

at that time, The closing paragraph said: "There should never have 

been any electrification at Big Brook nor Bard Harbour but because 

of the political situation last year, the previous administration 

ordered this to be proceeded with," Obviously what the hon. Minister 

of Finance (I am sorry he had to leave his seat. I wanted to ask 

him about this) was suggesting there was that the electricity was 

put in Big Brook and Bard Harbour wholly and solely for political 

purposes. Better than that, Mr, Chairman, Big Brook is a community 

of something like five homes with something like say ~enty or thirty 

people there, These people belong to a religious faith where they do 

not vote, They set up a polling station there last year and the only one 

who voted was the Liberal agent there in the polling station, brought in 

from outside. How can the hon. Minister of Finance say that this 

was being done for political purposes? Needless to say I kind of 

take a little bit of exception to the kind of recommendations the 

Minister of Finance makes. I sympathize with the hon. Minister of 

Mines and Enerp,y for having to take such advice, 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Chairman, I perused the correspondence on file. 

I consulted with the members of the Power Commission, I consulted with 

the Minister of Finance and then I made n decision based upon the facts 
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as I could obtain them from these sources, It was a difficult 

decision but a decision I felt I had to make. 

On motion Head XI, Mines and Energy, carried. 

HEAD XII - FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURE - $1,300,000. 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, perhaps _you could call Tourism, Head XIII, 

because the Minister of Foresty and Agriculture at presently is on 

his way to his district, I expect we will be able to supply the details 

later on during committee. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Who is the Minister of Tourism? 

MR, MARSHALL: All right then,we will call Industrial Development, 

Head XV, 

HEAD XV - INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - $555,000. 

HON. W. DOODY (Minister of Industrial Development): This is a relatively 

small amount of money. It is a very modest request of this honourable 

House for the two months' interim supply. The breakdown is: $6,000 

for salaries, $8,000 for expenses, travelling etc., in the minister's 

office; general administration salaries $18,000; $8,000 for expenses 

in the general office; assessment and research, $32,000; promotion, 

$41,000, I will set the hon, member for Bell Island's heart to rest 

now, There is not a jot or a tittle in there for Tlf'J' good friend and 

colleague George McLean. Much to my dismay,! was not in office at 

the time. I could not avail of the opportunity of getting his services. 

The $41,000 for promotion is the periodicals , advertisements and various 

newspapers, trying to advertise the wares of the province and invite ind­

ustrialists to come here and partake of the opportunity to grow wealthy 

with us. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. NEAAt: 

IJoea thio include the one in "The New York Times." 

Yes, That 1.s the sort of thing. 

Well is not McLean producing that for "The New York Times? 
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Not to the best of my knowledge. HR. DOODY: 

_HR. NEARY: 

know? 

Would the honourable minister make sure and let me 

.MR. DOODY: I could certainly find out for you and if it is so 1 

I will be the first one to tell you about it, I can find out in 

just a moment. 

MR. NEARY: Would the honourable minister also find out if the 

government have taken any advertising in this industrial supplement 

that McLean is putting out now, s1milar to the tourist booklet 

put out last year? 

MR. DOODY: Industrial supplement. 

MR. NEARY: Industrial booklet - I do not know. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Booklet, 

HR, NEARY: Booklet, yes. 

MR. ROBERTS: Is that the one he dumped? 

MR. NEARY: Not the one he dumped in Robin Hood Bay. 

MR, DOODY: No 1 that would not be available. 

HR. NEARY: That is where all the smoke is coming from down in 

Robin Hood Bay, causing the air pollution down there. 

MR; DOODY: Industrial booklet, and what was the other thing? 

"The New Yori< Times Supplement" was it? 

MR. NEARY: Yes, right. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Does the honourable member read all these periodicals? 

MR. NEARY: Of course, I do. We have to keep the honourable ministers 

on their toes, you know • 

...!'1~!<?._0l>Y: The assessment and resenrc-h, I mentioned that while He 

was not here. 111at was $J2,000. This is to finance the Lake Melville 

study that is going on up there now, under the ice,with Profcs11or Bruneau -

MR. NEARY: What about the Straits of Belle Isle? 
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_MR, DOODY: 

MR. NEARY: 

_!IR. DOODY: 

We are not going to cross the Straits, 

That is being done by Memorial University, 

Yes, It also finances these cost-shared - case workers, 

these federal government economic advisory wizards, who will help 

us manage plants thatare in distres~ive trouble and so on, 

MR. NEARY: Like the Steel Plant down there at Octagon,· 

MR, DOODY: Like the Steel Plant was and some of our less fortunate 

brethren out in Stephenville Area who are in financial difficulty 

for one reason or another. 

MR, NEARY: Who are they? 

ones are in distress there, 

Could the honourable minister tell us what 

got the s.o.s. out to the minister? 

MR, DOODY: I do not think it would be proper for me to mention the 

names of these two companies right now because ~~ey are negotiating 

for additional finances and it might be embarrassing to them. 

MR. NEARY: But is there anything in here for these· companies? 

MR, DOODY: No, no, not for the companies per se but for some advice 

for the management of the companies, a relatively modest amount in 

comparison to the employment it might then create. 

MR, NEARY: Would one of these be the furniture factory? 

~~. DOODY: The furniture factory· could very well be one of them, 

without beinr, all that specific. 

There is a $4,000 vote herP. as part of the province's 

contribution to the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council. This is 

less than half of the amount they were committed for. I think it 

was about $9,000. There is $6,600 bere to start the Ultra Petroleum 

Industry Advisory Council. This will help answer some of the questions 

that the honourable member from Labrador North asked,I think of the 

Minister of Mines and Energy. This is a council which we will set up with 

a paid director, paid researcher, a clerical assistant and we will gather 

together people from the university, from industry and from related 

interested groups 
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to take advantage of what knowledge there is in the offshore industrial 

spinoff. 

AN HON. MEMBF.R: Inaudible. -------- ---
MR. DOODY: He knew but he wanted me to have a chance to say one or 

two items. He has been at this for a day and a-half now. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Getting tired. 

MR. DOODY: Yes and that is the beginning of tha~ small project. 

We have $360,000 in here.which is the largest part of the vote, 

As the Newfoundland Government's participation in the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Development Corporation, that wns our proportion of 

the $2 million that we have in there as the equity fund. 

We have about 1,000 applications in so far, We are just going 

over the 1,000 mark. 

MR. WM.ROWE : Any of them processed yet? 

!-fR. DOOD~ That is in anticipation of question one. 

We are ber,inning to process some now. There is a gentleman 

named Ira Bridger who has been on staff and he is beginning to get 

some of the things sorted out. Mr. Frank Spencer will be taking 

up residence here the first of this week, the 19th., Monday. 

MR. NEARY: Another great Liberal concept now swinging into operation. 

M'R. DOOT>Y: Small "l" liberal, I am all for it and always have been. 

MR. NEARY: Big "1" liberal. 

MR. DO_~DY: The "hell" with big "l~' 

Operatin3 expenses for that, ~ewfoundland's contribution 

toward the operatinp, expenses, we have an amount in here of 

$60,000. That is about it. That adds up to something like $553,000 

or $554,000 - Canada Pension Plan, Unemployment Insurance, that is 

a relatively simple thing. But I can answer the questions about 

the industrial booklet that did not r,o to Robin Hood Ray and 

th<> "New York Times'~ I wJ.11 r,el that for you now or I can stay 

here and answer any qucRtions that these ~entlcmen mip,ht have, lt 

docs not make any difference. 
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MR, WM. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, when we formed the administration 

~ had a fellow by the name of Kamm Ure. He used to assist 

the government and people who were applying for DREE grants. l 

think he was somethin~ like an expediter or he knew the ropes 

NM - 2 

up in the department, DREE, knew a lot of people up there. He 

had an offfce in Ottawa and I think he was successful or as 

successful as he could be in helping people get OREE grants from 

the deparment. Because,unfortunately, in my estimation that 

part of the OREE programme is administered by Ottawa,although 

they have an office here in the Sir Humphrey Gilbert building,and 

therefore there is a certain remoteness, especially in respect 

of people from outlying areas who are looking for OREE grants. 

What is now the procedure? If someone writes the honourable 

minister's department looking for information on DREE because the 

provincial government is usually the one they first come to, 

this suttle distinction between federal and provincial jurisdiction 

and authority is not always kept·in mind by everybody,for good 

reason, What is the procedure now? Does it go through the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Development Corporation or does the 

department look after it or is there some kind of a consultant 

in Ottawa? Do we have any staff in Ottawa,for example, who. might 

help out people or act as a liaison with DREE? 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Chairman, the procedure right now is that we are 

in the process of pulling together a team of our own - project 

assessment and research division and a prospect development and 

promotion division and a badly needed industrial supervision 

division. 

However, in the meantime, we are still follQwing the previous 

system of using consultants for projects that appear to be large 

enough or worthy enough to require the kind of expertise whe~e 

Kamm Ure and his people use to beat through the tremendous amount of 
.. 

red tape that js involved with DREE applications. The assessment and 
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research vote of $32,000 is used partially to finance some of these 

DRF.E applications. We have not had occasion to do that at the present 

time, but up to now, during the past couple of months of this year 

we have not had occasion to use Kam Ure Associates or McLoughlan 

or any of these other people. We have certainly not disassociated 

ourselves from them. 

Newfoundland and Labrador Development Cor,oration hopefully 

will be doing a lot of that work when it gets moving but in the 

meantime the same system is available and the same amount of help 

and expertise as there was before. As I say, we hope ourselves 

to build up an apartment in which we will have industrial analysts 

in business administration and law and some accountants and what 

have you, whi~h are really necessary. One would think that it would 

be almost taken for granted that these people would be part of 

an economic development department. Unfortunately this was not so. 

We are going to do the best we can and as quickly as w~ can to 

provide that sort of help, In the meantime, we have no qualms about 

hiring•outside help to do the necessary work such as you suggest, 

I agree completely that there are tremendous numbers of people 

in the Province of Newfoundland who cannot beat their way through 

the red tape to get to DREE and to get to the other federal 

programmes. That is one of the weaknesses of it I think. That 

is one of the reasons why there are so few application,relatively, 

that find their way back to the pocketbooks of the Newfoundlanders. 

However, these steps we are taking in that direction. 

MR. WM. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, on the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Development Corporation, some mention has been made of .the 

directors and the president now coming down, has any money 

whatsoever been iiven out by grant or loan by the development 

corporation yet? None. How many 4pplications are on hand nowf 

MR. DOODY: About 1,000 applications. 

MR. WM, _!lOWr.: Ahout 1,000, and have any reached the point where 
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once the things becomes functional, money will be given out 

bY, grant or loan? 

MR. DOODY: We will,hopefully on Monday, be in a position to 

know exactly how far they have developed along that line. As 

NM - 4 

I say, F.rank Spencer is due back in Newfoundland on Monday. They 

have their offices established now down in the old Parkins Academy,· 

Bond Street, and the office is functioning but h~w far along 

the stream they will come with the actual processing of any 

individual application, I cannot say right now. That information 

can be made available next week when we get Spencer in harness but 

until such time as he gets here I really cannot say. 

MR. WINSOR: Could the minister enlighten us a little about the 

experiment that is being carried on by Dr. Brweau in Lake 

Melville. I was surprised to hear from my colleague here that 

it was a cost-sharing programme between BRINCO and the government. 

ls it to ascertain the effect that the development of the_Churchill 

Falls is having on the Hamilton River or is it to ascertain whether. 

navigation can be extended into Lake Melville later in the season, 

If it is the latter, I would say that they certainly picked a good 

year for that kind of an experiment within the Hamilton Inlet itself 

but I do not know what effect it would have.nor what information they 

could get on the artic ice, which of course came up this year 

much earlier than any year for the past thirty years and when one 

of the most powerful ice breakers that we have in Canada today, 

"The Sir John A. MacDonald," could not get north of Cape Harrison, 

in December, So what is it that the doctor is doing there? 

MR. DOODY: Dr. Bruneau and many of the other people in that field 

are probably better equipped to answer that sort of question than 

I am, When I asked him the same sort of thing that the hon. member just asked, 

he said that the first thing we have to do is find out exactly what 

the problems are before we answer the questions. That is the sort 

of thing a mere layman finds difficult when he is talking to an 
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academic. 

He talks about many problems up there that they see. 

One of them,of course.is the soil erosion or bank erosion problem 

which you mentioned,but he is much more interested in the structure 

and type of ice with a long range view of not only the navigational 

end of it but from the actual whole marine environment. whether it· 

is going to better to live under the sea or on top of the sea, 

or around the sea. Toward this end he and a group are trying 

to encourage the federal government and the Science Council 

of Canada and others to establish or to encourage the establishment 

of a northern marine laboratory research center in Newfoundland, 

and he hopes to en masse enough data to support that project. He 

feels,and the knowledgeable people in the field support him, that 

this is one of the most exciting and interesting breakthroughs or 

new areas of research in marine science today,and Dr. Bumeau 

is the acknowledged expert on it. 

The work that he has done so far,apparently, has been extremely 

well received in Ottawa and by the university people around the 

country. He has been in constant contact with the Science Council 

of Canada and he is very optimistic about turning this into a rather 

large scale project. The cost-sharing thing is done on a co-operative 

basis as well as on a money basis. I understand the CFL Co. people 

have been very generous in the use of their helicopters and aircraft 

and have supplied accommodations and camps at various places along 

the river. The federal government have provided ice breaker facilities, 

when the ice cnuld be broken,and have helped them move supplies from 

one place to another as well as financial assistance. The Province 

of Newfoundland have also given them what assistance we could in 

terms of air craft transportation and in money and so on. 

It is a new concept and it is a good concept and I wish him 

well with it. I hope he gets all the support that hP. can. 
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MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, I think the hon. minister is well informed 

on the ice programme and I would like to ask if this will be an ongoing 

thing. Will it be continued and go further offshore to do research 

into the Artie ice? ls this the idea of it? 

MR.DOODY: This is the idea of it, yes. Hopefully it will be 

expanded into a full scale barter. We are now negotiating with the 

MOT people at Goose to try to obtain some freezer facility space,of 

all things,for them so they can keep their ice specimens during the 

summer. It seemed to me to be a question of where they needed some 

freezer facility space for their ice project but it is not all that 

r.ritir.Rl, 1 would imagine, after all. They intend having an all-year 

around project up there, with laboratory people working on the strata 

and areas of ice. I wish Dr. Breaneau were here as he could talk about 

it himself. It is a most interesting and enlightening. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, on the same subject I think that 

Dr. Breaneau and a number of the professors and engineers from the 

university had a seminar in Goose Bay and unfortunately I could not 

attend because I was here attending the House. I understand that 

they did give some very valuable information to the community. I think 

it is a worthwhile programme and I am very pleased to hear that the 

provincial government is involved financially and will continue their 

financial support to the programme. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, about a year ago in this hon, House I raised 

the matter of the hostile attitude that the present Minister of Finance, 

for the time being,was taking towards outside industrialists and business 

people coming into Newfoundland, I must say I can see a change now 

in the present hon. Minister of Economic Development because at that 

time the present Minister of Finance was also Minister of Economic 

Development. I have a feeling, Mr. Chairman, and I may be wrong but 

I think I am pretty right, that a nUI11ber of outsiders were scared off 
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our industrial scene by the remarks and the hostile attitude displayed 

by the Minister of Finance at that time, Sir. Now I am glad to see 

that the present minister is taking a more moderate attitude, realistic 

attitude towards outside industrialists coming into Newfoundiand,and 

that was demonstrated recently I think. The hon. minister was one of 

the team that wen·t over to England to help negotiate the second oil 

refinery. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No -, that was for the christening of the boat. 

MR. NEARY: Went over for the christening of the boat but finalized 

the deal, I think, with ECGD while they were. After they had cracked 

a bottle of champagne, Sir, they went down to ECGD and arranged to -

AN HON. MEMBER: And cracked the Bank of England. 

MR. NEARY: And cracked the Bank of England and went down and arranged 

for the financing of the second oil refinery. As the whole province 

knows, Sir, as the whole world knows at the present time that this was 

a complete reversal in policy and a vote of confidence in the former 

Smallwood administration. So I hope the hon, minister continues on 

this course, Mr. Chairman, because it is the proper course to take. 

Now I also have mentioned in this House from time to time, 

Mr. Chairman, that there is no such thing today as labour-intensive 

industries. You can establish all the industry you like today but 

in this technological age of ours you are really talking about machines 

and not hnnds. Hands are being replaced by machines. So if we are 

ever to create full employment in this province, Sir, or in this 

country, and I do not know if that is possible but I doubt it very 

much, government is going to have to create work itself, Government is 

going to have to make jobs the same as we are seeing done today by 
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the Opportunity for Youth Pror,ramme and the Local Initiatives Programme and 

I might say, Mr. Chairman, a pro~ramme announced recently by the hon. 

minister himRclf where DREE has loaned the province $10 million I think 
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it is -

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes, up to $12 million. 

MR. NEARY: Up to $12 million for make-work projects in Newfoundland. 

People do not understand what this is all about, Sir, but the $12 million 

that has been loaned by DREE to the province is to make work and at the 

same time do something useful for the community. But the main reason 

behind this $17. million and behind the LIP programme and the 

Opportunity for Youth Programme is to create jobs for our people. 

I put a resolution on the order paper last year, Sir, 

requesting this administration,in co-operation with the Government of 

Canada,to establish a Crown Corporation for the purpose of creating 

make-work projects in this province. This is a part of the Liberal 

philosophy, Sir, and the Tory administration rejected the resolution. 

They rejected the resolution, Sir, because they do not believe in 

this philosophy. The Minister of Fisheries, I think it was, and the 

Minister of Public Works and Services and the Minister of Finance 

got up and made great speeches about leaving this up to private 

enterprise. Well I say, Sir, that you cannot leave it up to private 

enterprise, that private enterprise are only interested in making a 

dollar wherever they can and they can no longer afford to employ 

people in large numbers. Only government can do this, Sir. As I say 

the Liberal Government in Canada have set the pattern -

AN HON. MEMBER: What government in Canada? 

MR. NEARX: The Liberal Government in Canada have set the pattern and 

they have test marketed this Opportunity for Youth Programme and the 

LIP Programme and they have loaned money to the province to create on 

a small scale make-work pro.1 ects that will give our people an a'lternative 

to welfare. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like for the hon. minister to tell 

this hon. House now what the policy of his administration is on this 

philosophy. Are they going to expand it? I really believe myself, Sir, 
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that the Government of Canada,in co-operation with the province,should 

set up a crown corporation to operate these projects, There is a lot 

to be said I suppose in one sense there is a lot of merit in letting 

the projects develop from the local level but, Sir, this past two 

winters we have seen a number of projects that were put up to the 

Government of Canada, Canada Manpower.that are absolutely useless, 

absolutely useless, Sir. Some of the projects are foolish. Some 

should have never been approved. We have seen examples of this on 

television recently and we have read about some of these cases in 

the newspaper. I think the Government of Canada and the government 

of the province should take the bull by the horns, face up to the 

situation, form a crown corporation and let that crown corporation 

come up with a list of make-work projects that will be of some 

benefit to our people apart from creating badly needed jobs which is 

the whole idea behind the philosophy. 

I would like to hear the minister's comment on this. I would 

also like to hear the minister tell us what incentives. if any, are 

provided by his department for business and industry to come into 

Newfoundland today, The present Minister of Finance confused the 

situation about a year ago and it has not been clarified yet but I 

am glad that that hostile attitude toward outside businessmen has not 

continued because it seems very difficult, Mr. Chairman, to get the 

millionaires, to get the minister's millionaire friends in Newfoundland 

to invest in this province. We have somehow or other to rely on outside 

entrepreneurs and industrialists and businessmen to come into this 

province, not the ministerh millionaire friends,thc Minister of 

Finance's millionaire friends, So perhaps the minister could make 

some comment on these points that I have raised, 

Now, Mr. Chairmnn, I nm ~oing to be a little political, 
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I am going to be a little political. DREE does come under the minister's 

department. 

' MR. DOOIW: Can you tell me the points in precis form when you are 

fin'lshed? 

MR. NEARY: Yes, sure. The honourable minister should be making notes. 

MR. DOODY: I am. I have two pages. 

MR. NEARY: Well, if you have two pages then I do not have to r~peat 

them. 

I am going to get a little political now, Mr. Chairman. Does 

DREE come under the honourable minister's department? 

MR. DOODY: No. We all come under DREE. 

l-fR. NEARY: We all come under DREE. Well, Sir, I would like to ask the 

honourable minister if there are any discussions taking place with the 

Department of Economic Expansion these days to expand the boundries and 

take other areas into the sped.al DREE areas? If so, Mr. Chairman, I would 

like to ask the honourable minister if he would consider taking Bell 

Island into the OREE area? 

Now, I might point out, Mr. Chairman, that recently I wrote 

a letter to Don Jamieson concerning this matter of inclusion of Bell 

Island in the DFEE area, On February 20, 1973, I wrote the honourable 

Don Jamieson the following letter. which said, "Dear Sir, whe!', the special 

DREE area boundaries in Newfoundland were defined Bell Island was left out 

even though a large portion of the South Shore of Conception Bay was included. 

As you know, th~ situation on Bell Island at th~t time - " 

AN IIONOURAllLE "ME!'fBER: Was that a Liberal Government in Ottawa at that time? 

MR. NEARY: No, this is February 20, 1973. A Libera~ Government there now 

but Tory r.overnment here. 

If the honourable minister would _just listen to the letter - 11as you 

know,thr situation on Rr.11 Island at that time was very uncertain and 

there mnv hnve heen some justification for wniting to see what perciscly 

was goin~ to hanprn to the island. This ~ns the reason that it was left 

out of the DREE area. Tt hmi now become ahundnntly clear - " 

110N, W.W. ~!AR~llAT.}-._:J.~TN TSTF.R ~!ITIIOl'T PO'RTF'OT.IO): A point of order, "Ir, 
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Chairman, a point of order. 

The honourable member for Bell Island is reciting a letter 

to the ~inister of Transoort and prefixed his remarks by asking the 

Minister of Industrial Development to take Bell Island into DREE. 

Mr. Chairman, we are speakin~ about head (15), Industrial Development, 

the expenditure of $555,000. As the honourahle member for Bell 

Island knows, the honourable the Minister of Industrial Develooment 

has no jurisdiction whatsoever with respect to the intaking of Bell 

Island into Dree. The fact that Bell Island and so many other areas 

of this province are excluded from DREE is a shame upon his colleagues 

in Ottawa, the Liberal Government which instituted the DREF. Agreement. 

So, it is out of order. 

MR. W. ROWE: On the sr,ecious ooint of order raised by the House Leader 

who is growing used to losing bitttles in this House and will soon lose 

a war, skirmishes in the var will soon he lost as well, Mr. Chairman, 

to soeak to that specious, falacious point of order. The minister 

I believe is responsible for negotiating with DREE as far as this 

province is concerned, thereforeall matters of negotiation come 

under his purview as minister. 

Also included in that would be the whole concept of special 

areas in the province because under th2 act setting up DREE the federal 

government is requ1red by law to consult with Provincial Governments 

on special areas. Therefor,Sir, -

~R. CHAlR"'AN: Is the honourable gentleman addressing himself to the 

r,oint of order? 

~ROWF. : I m1r.ht have to make a speech to mnkc my point of order, 

Mr. r.hairmnn. The noint of orcle.r is thnt the honourable member for 

Bell Je]~nd is heing relevant. That is the noint of orrler. 

"ffi. CIIAIRI-IAN: This matter has already come up for considerable discussion 

in the last Interim Supply RUl :incl at th11t time a ruling was made 

that dhcusl'!ion had to be relevant to the items of expend:1.turc within 

the certain heads. Now, as a matter of courtesy among members of the 

House, dehate is allowed to be w:lde-ranp.inp. and has been allowed to be 
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wide-rnn~1n~ nnd Jnrle~rl that 1q the cuAtom that appearA to have 

grown ur, nvar the yr111r11. llnw,.v,-r • the rule11 of the HouRe do not 

suhstnntinte thiR. Wh~n an honourable member is called to order, 

the Chair has no alternative but to sustain that noint of order. 

However, in view of the fact that the member for Bell Island has 

been allowed to commence his remarks, in this case we will allow him 

to continue bu~ to keep in mind relevancy must he maintained at all 

- times. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We will see later when I read 

the renly from Don Jamieson that the subject is relevant. The 

honourable !-finister without Portfolio is wrong again. 

"As you know the situation on Bell Island at that time was 

very uncertain and there may have been some justification for waiting 

to see what ?ercisely was goinp. to happen on the Island. It has now 

become abundantly clear that barring a complete transplant compatible 

with people~ desires and needs there would be a large population on 

Bell Island for a considerable number of year. Since 1969 the population 

has been slowly increasing and at the moment we have a housing shortage. 

May I suggest to you, Mr. Jamieson, that any future negotiations with 

the province to expand the DREE areas should include Bell Island so 

that industries may be set up so that as many as ~ossible of our people 

will be removed from welfare bv the Organization of Labour Intensive 

Industrial Projects and full use be made of the existing infrastructure." 

I iota renly from Mr. Jamieson on March 8, Sir. He says: 

"Dear Mr. Neary, thank you for your letter of February 20, bringing 

the improved conditions on Hell Island to my attention. Like you, I 

am pl.easecl with the improvement in the situation. As you may be aware, 

I am about to commence discussinns with all of the provinces on the 

broad ranr,e of my departments programmes including special areas. 

I will certainly bear you representations in mind in this consultations 

in the case of Newfoundland.'' 

1 rlo not think the next parn~raph is relevant, Sir. No, it is 

not. It concernR APnA. I will be lookin~ into that later, 
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He said, "I will certainly urge you to see that the fullest 

possible use is made of these existing programmes "1hich I believe 

can be very helpful in overcoming the island's problems." 

Now, the only reason that I bring this to the minister's attention 

at this time, Sir, is that when these discussions take place,that I hope 

that the minister will bear in mind that Bell Island is outside the DREE 

area even thou~h a lar~e portion of Conception Bay is included in the 

J>REE area. 

I would also like for the honourable minister to think about 

a suggestion that I made,I think a year ago in this honourable llouse, 

that a fact finding committee of,say,a number of successful business men 

in this province, maybe some people from the university and others be 

set up to look into the possibility of establishing industry on this island. 

Mr. Chairman, when we were on the other side of the House, when 

we were the government, C.od only knows the criticism that was leveled at 

the administration for its inability to establish industry on Bell Island, 

by the then P.C. Opposition, the member for St. John's Centre, the present 

Minister of Finance -

MR. CROSBIE: I never said a thing. 

t-'R. NEARY: I was checking Hansard the other day, Mr. Chairman, and the 

honourable minister was most vocal in his criticism of the government 

in its dealings with Bell Island. The only thing the honourable minister 

is interested in on Bell Island is building material. 

MR. CPOSRIE: Where are those contracts that were signed? 

'MR. NEARY: Oh, the contracts were there. The honourable minister was in 

the cabinet when these contracts were drawn up. 

'MR. CROSRIE: I never saw them. 

¥R. NEARY: I was not in the cabinet at the time, Mr. Chairman. The honourable 

minister was and he helped draw up that contract. 

I'm. c.~-~'i~I\JE:_ You were on the periphery. I saw you around the cabinet 

door every d11V. 

t-fR. NEARY: Will the honourable mini.Rter t11ke his papers and p,o hack down-

etajrR so we cnn r,et some work done fn this House,110 we can make some 
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progress in the House. 

Mr. Chairman, I am dead serious about this, Sir, because we 

have a pretty serious sttuation on Bell Island, a really serious 

situation, Sir. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. The member for Bell Island has the 

right to he heard in silence. 

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Something has to be done about 

it because soL:~how or another, somewhere along the line either civil 

servants here in Newfoundland or in Ottawa, Sir, came to the conclusion 

that Bell Island was going to be wiped off the face of the earth, was 

going to be wiped off the map. Now, Sir, the government may try to 

wipe Bell Island off the electoral map but I think Bell Island is 

going to be here for a long time, Sir, as far as population is concerned. 

There are about sixty-two to sixty-five hundred residents on Bell Island 

today and no industry, Mr. Chairman, no way for these people to earn a 

living. I suppose we have the highest unemployment rate per capita on 

the North American Continent,over on Bell Island. 

I realize, ~r. Chairman, how difficult it is to get industry 

to come to Bell Island. I am well aware of that. I know what the 

pitfalls are, Sir. It is an island perched out in the middle of 

Conception Bay. You have a transportation problem, high transportation 

costs. You have a power line, a submarine cable that goes across the 

Tickle,under the water, Sir. Somebody mentioned this afternoon the 

aluminum industry that was thinkin~ ahout coming into Newfoundland. 

Well, Sir, I can inform this honourahle House that ~ell Istand was one 

of the locations that was being looked at for this 
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aluminium plant and the reason it could not locate on Bell Island, Sir, 

vas because of the submarine cable. The aluminium plant has to produce 

coa&inuously. if it goes down it costs a fantastic amount of money to get 

it back into operation, there was no alternative power supply on Bell Island, 

if a ship dragged her anchor and broke the submarine cable going to Bell 

Island,the plant would have to be shutdown. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: The honourable Mr. Dir,-me can be as f'"'1ny as he likes,but this 

is a pretty serious matter, Sir, pretty serious matter. I appeal now to 

the Minister of Industrail Development to take me up on the proposal that I 

made last year about appointing a group of successful businessmen in this 

province, some people from the university. civil servants who have the 

expertise and so forth and take a good hard look at Bell Island, Sir. Can 

industry be set up there? If it is not possible,what are the alternatives? 

Are we just going to let the people stay there, Sir, and rot? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Keep quiet while I am making a serious point here. Mr. Chairman, 

this is a pretty serious matter. I said a few minutes ago we probably 

have about the highest unemployment rate per capita on the North American 

Continent and something has to be done about it, Sir. 

I can see a difference in Bell Island in the last year and a-half. 

the community is deteriorating. Sir, we tried to revive it a couple of 

years ago,to severe criticism. Ah~ Mr. Chairman, it is teally funny! 

The homes are deteriorating on Bell Island, Sir, anybody who is familiar 

with the Island,who has not been over there for a couple of years,should 

take a run over, 

AN HON. Hf.MilF.'P: Where did the $264,000 r,o? 

MR. NF.ARY: Am I allowed to answer that, Mr. Chairman, where the $264,000 

went? It went to welfare recipients on Bell Island. 

AN JJON. MEMBER: For what? 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr, Chairman, 
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.. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I could carry on a good debate on this because 

this whole matter has brought out into the open,has brought to the surface 

the underworld of the welfare recipients, Sir. There is a built-in 

dishonesty in that system, a built in dishonesty. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member for Bell Island must direct himself 

to Head~ - Industrial Development. 

MR. NEARY: That is right, Mr. Chairman. The people on Bell Island, Sir, 

are no different than they are in any other part of this province. No 

different! You can take any case in Newfoundland and investigate it, Sir, 

and you will get the same answer. Why zero in on Rell Island? A disaster 

took place on Bell Island, Mr. Chainnan, we -

MR. CHAIRMAN: May I direct the honourable member's attention to Head XV. 

MR. NF.ARY: Yes, Industrial Development. 

MR. CHA.IRMA.~: in which I had to interrupt him. 

MR. NEARY: Yes, Mr. Chairman, because I have been interrupted. I have 

been interrupted from the other side. 

MR. CHAIRMAN· The honourable member will cease to speak while the Chair 

is attempting to make a point. On at least three occasions I have 

interrupted the honourable member for Bell Island and he has been given 

grEat liberty to digress in matters that are totally irrelevant and this 

on occasionJhas provoked irrelevant responses on the opposite side of 

the House, of course, But nevertheless the honourable member must direct 

himself to Head XV - InduAtrial Development,or he will be interrupted 

on every occasion in which he does not. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, does the same rule apply to that side of 

the House? Because I was interrupted on a number of times by members on 

that side of the House. I was merely answering. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, of course, the honourable member has a right to be 

heard in silence. 

MR, NF.ARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIR~_ But nevertheless direct himself to matters which are relevant. 

I am sure if the honourable member is rrlevant he will not be interrupted. 
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HR. NY..ARY: Mr. Chairman. talking about industrial development,and I 

am trying to persuade the honourable minister to take some action on 

a suggestion that I made about one year ago and the honourable minister is 

nodding his head. I hope that he does, Sir, because this is most 

important. The situation on Bell Island cannot be neglected any longer 

both the Government of Canada and the government of this province have 

to face up to the situation, something has to be done, Sir. These people 

cannot be left there to continue on welfare for an indifini~e period. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I hope, I do not want the minister to give me an 

answer now, but I want him to think about thf.s. I hope that he will set 

up this fact-finding committee that I spoke about in this honourable House 

a year ago and that they will take a good hard look at Bell Island. If 

Mr. Chairman, and I will say this, that if a transplant has to take place• 

if it has to take place, Sir, well so be it. If the honourable minister 

says no, but I started out by saying, Sir, that there were civil servants 

in this province and in Ottawa who thought that Bell Island was going to 

be wfped of the face of the earth, it could be wiped of the map. but it 

has not so far and it will not for a long time to come. But if a transplant 

has to take place Sir, I hope that the transplant will be compatible 

with the peoples needs. 

I would perfer to see the people stay on Hell Island. I am against 

moving the population off Bell Island because where are they going to go, 

Mr. Chairman? There is no industry around St. John's where they can find 

employment, not enough classroom space. I know, Hr. Chairman, I am wanderiny. 

a little bit but this is a matter that is very dear to my heart and . should 

be someth1.ng for the honourable members on the opposite Aide to think about. 

So maybe I can deal with the Bell Island situation at another time, Mr. 

Chairman, but I would like to hear the minister's comments on some of these 

points that I rai~ed. 

MR. DOODY: 
,, 

You were goinr, to precis the points for me but I will try 

and pick them out as I remember them. The last one was the Bell Island 

study,you wanted a p,roup of people to look at the prospects for Bell 

Island, you want me to think About that. I will be only too happy to do 
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that, You WAnted ~nm• coann•nta on the Progreanive Conaervative Government 

policies with re~ard to employm@nt -

AN }JON. MF.MBER: No the Liberal Government. 

MR, DOODY: The Liberal Government's policies for employment. I would 

rather imagine that both governments are in favour of full employment 

and you know we are going to do everything that we can to try to attain 

that very worthwhile aim. 

MR. MURPHY: One way to cure unemployment is get jobs. 

MR. DOODY· Make work projects, yes, we have lots of these, not as many 

as we would like. The big problem with the winter works one that 

you mentioned earlier,which Ottawa is loaning us $12 million to operate, 

is the fact that Ottawa is loaning it to us and we have to pay it back 

and we have to find the money. 

AN HON. MEMBER~ Inaudible. 

MR. DOODY: No the labour content is forgivable and only one hundred 

per cent of that is forgivable if it is done during the hard months of 

the winter from December up to May how difficult ia it to work 

in the outdoors,in the open,in Newfoundland,during December, January 

and February,digging water and sewerage lines, building municipal 

structures of various sorts? The amount of labour that we get back and 

this is a relatively small amount compared to the fact that the Governmen~ 

of Newfoundland or the people of Newfoundland have to pay back the 

principal sum. 

These are the only difficulties with these Ottawa inspired programmes. 

We are certain very anxious to get as many of them going as we can but 

they all add to the total indebtedness, while they are worktype of things, 

they add to the total indebtedness of the province. I might mention 

winter works and LIP and ARDA and FRF.D and DRF.F. and Opportunities for 

Youth and New Horizons and taking the bull by the horns, I think they 

all fit into the same group. 

AN IIONOURARI.F. MF.Ml\F.R: LEAP? 

MR, ~ODY:_ That is the one I was just going to come to, I am surprised that 

the honourable member did not ment1on Ottawa's latest one that has come to 
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view, it 1• called "LEAP." 

AN HON. MEMBER: In the dark? 

MR. DOODY: In the dark completely because they said they do not want 

too many people to know about it. But they will leak out a little 

information, Local Employment Assistance ProgrBDl!lle for people who are 

chronically unemployed but they do not want too many people to hear about 

it yet because it is a kind of a test programme. So I told them that 

sounds like the answer to Newfoundland's problem. 

AN HON. 'MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. DOODY: Well I suggested to the honourable member in Ottawa that 

it must be all going on in Thunder Bay which he repreeents,because we 

have not seen any of it down here yet. Maybe he will be a little bit 

more eympathic as time goes on. 

AN HON. MEl'l\F.R: Inaudible. 

MR. MURPHY: 

information. 

Mr. Harvey in my department will give you all the 

MR. DO~ Oh, yes. I can give you a copy of the criterion, if you 

2 ') ~ q •,1 .1. ._, 
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You should come around and talk to the various ministers and ask for 

their assistance and help in their offices. We would only be too 

co-operative. Drop in any time. I am on the eighth floor now and I 

sit on the right hand -

_MR. NEARY: If you go down on the eighth floor, you will not be thrown 

off by the police will you? 

MR. DOODY: No, Sir, not you, It would be a p)easure to have you 

up there because that is as close as you will ever get to the seat of 

power. 

You spoke about the DREE arrangements. We are, as I 

mentioned in the House a few days ago, now negotiating an amendment 

to the present DREE Agreement, The special areas concept is abhorent 

to the Progessive Conservative Government, and I feel that there are 

many people who have been opposed to it all the time, 'both in the 

Progressive Conservative Party and in the Liberal Party. I would not 

want to see Bell Island included specifically in a special area. I would 

much rather see the province treated as a whole DREE effort, and 

I would like to see the same benefits extended to all the citizens 

of all the province rather than to take specific areas. Although for 

some reason or other, Uncle Ottawa,in his wisdom and justice, decided 

that those places which needed special attention and were worthy 

of special areas were places like: Corner Brook, S~. John's, Stephenville 

and those places which seem to me to need the least amount of attention 

but then again when they include Montreal in the Special Areas Agreement 

it seems to be even more weird itself. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: Mr. Marchand was the minister. 

MR. DOODY: That was just a coincidence, Mr. Marchand was the minister, 

yes. Now we have commented on winter works; we commented on bull by 

the horns, specific projects, special areas, policies for people, study 

of Bell Island, 

Industrial Incentives: The Newfoundland and Labrador 

Devtdopment Corporation once again, that blightly named operation, 

if it ever getA operational, will in conjunction with the Provincial 
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Department of Economic Development come up with a progrume of 

incentives. The kind of a programme of incentives that we would like 

to see is more in the line of the second Come-by-Chance Agreement in 

which the participating parties put money into the projects. The old 

programmes and systems of pumping the public funds into ventures 

have not pro·.red all that successful in the past. We would like to 

see the colour of the money of the people who are going to get 

involved before we start telling them what the Province of Newfoundland 

is going to do for them. We.would sort of like to look at it 

from the other side,and let us hear what they are going to do 

for the Province of Newfoundland. I do not think it is quite true, 

the statement of the honourable member,that the Minister of Finance 

was hostile to foreign investors or investors from outside the province. 

I think he has always been a very sympathetic, kind and patient man. I 

have watched him here in this honourable House, He has tAkP.n All 

sorts of nasty innuendos and saucy little comments from across the 

way and he has been a paragon of patience, He sat there very quietly 

and read his newspaper and has made no hostile co111111ents. I cannot understand 

why the member for Bell Island feels badly, unless he has felt the 

wrath of the minister's tongue on an occasion or two. 

MR. NEARY: What about the Shaheenry? 

MR. DOODY: Shaheen is one of nature's gentleman. I told you 

that earlier. It is too bad he did not see the light of the Tory 'cause 

years ago, lle would uot have been vilified to the extent that he was 

by some of the local press or were ill-informed, 

AN HON. MF.M!IRR: (Inaudible). 

MR. DOODY: ----- I told you yesterday that it is pretty close to March 17. 

I think I have all the points I can find. I took notes, when I could 

find points in between the rambles. However, I will leave it for now 
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and I would be very, very happy if you honourable gentlemen would · 

l~t subhead XV pass. 

MR. WOODWARD: Just a minute, Mr. Chairman, there are a couple of 

questions I have. The honourable minister earlier volunteered 

to give us information on the Offshore Petroleum Advisory Council. 

Maybe briefly, the structure, what is the purpose of the thing? 

I do not think there ii1 going to be a lot of mo·.,ey spent on it. This 

$40,000 is supposed to go in there for a year. Maybe the honourable 

minister can explain briefly if the Newfoundland Labrador Development 

Corporation will help field workers going about spreading the word 

throughout the province and bringing the good message the same as 

the hon. Minister of Rural Development has, just very briefly, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. DOODY: I thought I had elaborated to a small extent on the 

offshore promotion advisory group. It is very much in the formative 

stage,as I mentioned earlier. We will have a ~aid staff of a director, 

a researcher and just a very small clerical staff, probably one person 

to begin with. We intend, inviting participation from industry. This 

will not be confined to St. John's. We hope to get some people involved 

in this from other parts of the province, both the mainland part of 

the province and the island part of the province. 

MR. MURPHY: The honourable member would be a good one to do it. 

MR. DOODY: We hope to take advantage of the information that our 

missionary people took to Sweden and Scotland this year. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Norway. 

MR. DOODY: Norway was it? They brought back a· wealth of information 

on the tremendous developments that they have had in Scotland and in 

Norway. We will take advantage, as I say, of tlie advances that they 

have made and try to avoid some of the mistakes that they have made. 

We will be asking for help and assistance from knowledgeable people, 

from the university, from industry, from the fisheries industry as well, 
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who are very, very concerned with the offshore oil development, from 

labour, from all walks of life. There is plenty of space in there 

for all kinds of participation. These people will be required to 

report to government, to have a meeting at least every si.xty days 

and to report to government. I do not have the details here in 

front of me, but to me, to government, every so many days. The 

minister will be expected to table the report in the House annually 

and so on, 

We are taking some steps to rationalize the economy 

of the province if we are fortunate enough to get involved in an 

offshore strike, This is not to guarantee that there will be 

one but it would be a pity if we had not taken some steps to make 

sure that we were ready for it in the event that we are lucky enough 

to get to that goal. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. DOODY: Like Las Vegas. If the oil companies pump in enough quarters, 

we might hit the jackpot. The other thing was the people from the 

Newfoundland Labrador Development Corporation going out in the field 

to spread the good word. AB I said.they have about one thousand 

applications down there now. I would expect that it will take them 

some time to process these. After that,if it is necessary to go out 

and spread the word of what their prograllDRes are, they could very well 

be persuaded to do so. That is not the original intention right now. 

The big problem right now is to assess and research and to talk to 

those people who have applications in ahead of time. This thing has 

been on the go for far too long for what good it has done. It is a pity 

that it had been announced so early. It is a shame that the thing had 

not been in the works, almost literally working before the public were 

informed that such a programme was operational. However, it is too late 
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to do anything about it now. 

Mil. TIIOMS. le it.right now? 

MR. DOODY: Oh, yes it is,right now,but I mean they have been talking 

about it for the best part of a year or more. The offices are set up 

down at Parkins Academy on Bond Street. They expect to start down 

there on Monday. They do have a staff at the present time. It is 

like Christmas down there, with bags of mail. That is all,carried. 

On motion Head XV - Industrial Development, carried. 

HEAD XII - FORESTY AND AGRICULTURE.- $1,300,000. 

MR. CROSBIE: My honourable colleague has asked me to fill in for 

him, Mr. Chairman. The breakdown of this Sl,300,000, which is 

requested: salaries (If this is not passed by April 1, there will be no 

salaries) 

AN HON. MEMBER: Could we have a copy of the breakdown? 

MR. CROSBIE: Sorry, Sir, I cannot do that. There are just very 

rough notes here. Salaries, $523,000; forestry, $200,000; agriculture, 

$427,000; (that is the ordinary programmes and ARDA) crown lands 

and surveys, $150,000; (that is maping and surveys). Then the detail 

of the salaries is here. It is the minister's office, general 

administration, forest, crown lands, livestock, protection of animal 

health, ex~ension service, food and marketing, land development, 

farm development, $523,000 in salaries. Forest covers forest 

conservation 

2221 
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and development $75,000; forest inventory $35,000; grant to the Maritime 

Lumber Bureau $3,000; Gross Morne National Park $20,000; forest access 

roads $50,000; surveys and mappinp. agreement $140,000; other surveys 

$10,000; agriculture improvement to livestock $20,000; hog breeding, 

the hon, member might be interested in that, $35,000; maintenance of 

pastures $50,000; sheep breeding $17,000; subsidized veterinary 

service $10,000; blueberry development, this is not the square one 

it is still the traditional round one, $20,000; maintenance of equip­

ment $25,000; regional pastures $55,000; land cultivation $50,000 

and farm products corporation $125,000. 

MR. NEARY: There is no quor\DII on the other side. 

MR. CROSBIE: They are all in the hall there just having a cigarette. But 

that is the breakdown. If the hon, gentleman has any questions I will 

try and get the information for him. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, there are quite a number of questions I 

was planning to ask but I do not know if I can now because the minister 

apparently is out in the country somewhere. First of all,could the 

minister tell us when the Cook Report is going to be tabled in this 

hon. House? The minister have had the Cook Report in his possession 

for over a month now and really I am not quite sure what he is doing 

with it. Surely it should not take that long for his officials to 

come up with some kind of recommendations from that report so that 

it can be presented to this honourable House. 

ln the estimates it is $1.3 million~ are there any monies in these 

estimates which vould be embedded in the new Federal-Provincial 

AP,ricultural Plan? 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes. 

MR. THOMS: There are. Could the minister say how much? No, no, I 

will ask them all and you can give them all after. 

MR. CROSBIE: I just have a note here saying that $427,0CJO includes 

the ordinary programme plus ARDA. 
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MR. THOMS: That is plus the new agreement? 

MR. CROSBIF.: The new agreement and the ARDA programmes, yes. 

~_THOMS: So we do not know how much is going into this new 

agreement? 

MR. CROSBIE: No, but it will be in the main estimates. It is 

provided in the main estimates. 

JM - 2 

MR. THOMS: Are there any monies in these estimatc:S for the proposed 

equipment bank which was in the throne speech? If there is anywhere 

are these banks set up and what equipment is in these banks? 

MR. CROSBIE: There is money in the main estimates for the equipment 

bank. I would doubt that it is included in this two months but there 

is in the main estimates and he would tell you the kind of equipment 

when the estimates are discussed. 

MR. THOMS: But, Mr. Chairman, in order for these banks to be in 

operation,! presume, well we had the throne speech and I presume 

the throne speech meant that these equipment banks would be set up 

for this season and unless these are in operation by the first of 

May they will not be in operation this season. 

MR. CROSBIE: You order them and you do not have to pay for them 

until after you get them and then you have a month or two to pay for 

them. 

MR. THOMS: Okay, I agree with you that you can order now and you 

do not have to pay until next year but are there any plans to set up 

these equipment banks between now and the coming season and if there 

are any rlans, where are these banks to be set up? 

MR. CROSBIE: I can only say ther~ are plans to set them up and when 

the main estimates are delivered the minister will be able to say 

e,:actly where. 

MR. THOMS: In other worda you do not know where and if they are 

being set up. 
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MR. CROSBIE: I know that they are going to be set up but I cannot tell 

you where. 

MR. THOMS: Are they going to be set up for this season? 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes. 

MR. THOMS: They are. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, there is money in the estimates for them. 

MR. THOMS: Are there any programmes aa far as the blueberry burninp; 

programme is concerned this year and if there is, where? 

JM - 3 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, in the blueberry areas including the hon, gentleman's 

area. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, -

MR. ROWE(W.N.): I would like to inform Your Honour there is no 

quorum in the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: There seems to be a quorum in the House, 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, with regard to the blueberry areas, I cannot 

give you the exact areas but certainly the areas include the area of 

Bonavista North and there is money in for that purpose this year. 

MR. THOMS: But surely, Mr. Chairman, the minister must have some note~ 

as to a possible progranune of reburning, 

MR, CROSBIE: Yes, that is what I say, we a!e going to be reburning 

but I cannot tell you exactly where. We have $20,000 here for 

it,because you cannot reburn for blueberries until the snow is gone. 

I mean I am not going to instruct my officials to go out and start 

burning down the snow now as it would cost a lot of extra money but 

when the snow is gone and the land is dry, the land is strong, remember 

last fall the land was strong, when she is all ready to go we will put 

a match right to her, 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, apparently the minister does not know very 

much about reburnlng hlueberry lands because in late w:lnter and early 

sprinr, is the best time to burn blueberry land and if there is any 

2'):-,,7 , ' ... 
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programme under way some move should be afoot at the present time. 

MR. CROSilIE: 

MR. THOMS: 

You will get $20,000 for it. 

Just $20,000. We are really going to burn a lot of 
~ 

land this year with $20,000. 

JM - 4 

MR. CROSBIE: You can buy a lot of matches with $20,000, Your Honour. 

MR. THOMS: ----- Yes, I imagine you can. Mr. Chairman, apparently there 

is no programmP whatsoever because $20,000 for this progra11U11e is not 

a progranune. 

MR. CROSBIE: There is quite a bit more in the main estimates. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, could the minister tell us if there is any 

move afoot within the department or if there is any programme at the 

present time in regards to our forest. Is there a reforestation 

progranane? We have thousands and thousands of square miles of forests 

in our province and I can assure the hon. minister that even I have a 

problem walking through them and he would not have any chance whatsoever 

of gettin~ through them. Is there any programme of thinning out or 

reforestation or of replanting or anything along this line in the 

department at the present time? Also while we are on it, is there any 

clause or any agreement with the Hawkes Bay people as to reforestation? 

MR. CROSBIE: Well, there is a thinninr, programme and as a matter of 

fact quite a few of the winter employment projects that we submitted 

to Ottawa had to do with forest thinning and 

MR. THOMS: Reforestation -

MR. CROSBIE: In addition to that there is a reforestation programme 

which of course this government is very much interested in and which 

will be significantly advanced during the year. Now the main principles 

of course are goinP, to be developed in the task force report on 

forestry and we expect to have that by the end of April. Once that is 

received the overall forestry policy for the next fifty years (and we 

will be here fifty years to carry it out.so you can hold us to this} 

will be developed. 
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MR. THOMS: Do not hold your breath, do not hold your breath. 

MR. CROSBIE: But there is a forest conservation programme and not 

at the size that it should be. Hopefully when a policy is adopted 

as to how we are going to proceed with the whole forest land situation -

MR. THOMS: How much money are you going to spend on it in these 

estimates? 

MR, CROSBIE: In these estimates here, forest corservation development 

is $75,000 but there is a great deal more money -

MR. THOMS: That is forest cpnservation not for the reforestation programme• 

MR, CROSBIE: Well, you cannot plant seeds either while the snow is 

down but we will be planting, We have a lot of fertility schemes here 

in this vote on agriculture and forestry, Now to come to the 

Newfoundland Forest Products, it is in the agreement that they must 

take adequate measures to prevent fire and to prevent insect infestation 

and that kind of thing,but I do not think there is any clause in there 

requiring them to reforest. There will be a policy for the whole 

province,hopefully,when this task force reports. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, if we have no clause of reforestation in 

the agreement that is before the House as far as the Hawkes Bay mill 

is concerned,I am afraid we have missed the boat because we need it 

on the Great Northern Peninsula~ 



March 16, 1973 Tape No. 673 NM - 1 

on -the orthern eninsula more so than we do on the southern section 

of the province and of course the need is greater as you go farther 

north because the growth is much smaller, the growth harder and 

therefore on the Great Northern -Peninsula we definitelv need it and it 

should have been embedded in the agreement. 

MR. CROSBIE: It is a good point but it is Bowaters timber limits. · 

Bowaters own the timber limits, not Newfoundland Forest 

MR. THOMS: But it still should be a reforestation programme with 

Bowaters as well as anyone else. 

MR. CROSBIE: I agree with you one hundred per cent. 

MR. THOMS: So you have missed the boat there. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, well I think you are right. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, last year on the West Coast of our 

province and particularly in the Cormack Area, we had,in certain 

sections of our agriculture industry we had crop failures. Now 

both the Leader of the Opposition and myself have had some inquiries 

as to what the government plans to do or if they have any plans 

to assist these farmers who suffered from-crop failure last year. 

I wonder if the minister could tell us if there is any money 

in this vote to help out the farmers, particulary in the Cormack 

Area and if not,will this come up in the main estimates? Because 

in order for these people to replant in May and June, there must be 

some financial help presented to them within a very short period of 

time. Could the minister answer that? 

MR. CROSBI~: Mr. Chairman, this is a matter that is very much on 

the minister's mind and I must say, being on the Treasury Board, this 

baffles me a bit - the amount of money that is being spent here on 

agriculture. 

Now I bet the honourable gentleman could not tell me how many 

farmers there are in the province. So I am going to ask you a question 

now, when you get up to ask another question - how many farmers are 
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there in the province? If you took the number of farmers there are 

in the province and divided it into .the amount we are spending in 

agriculture every year, you know that it would be much higher per 

capita than what we spend on the fisheries. What about that? 

A.~ HON. MEMBER: Astoundin~. 

NR . CROSBIE: It is astounding and it should not be. However, I do 

not want to P~t any new government policy here this afternoon. 

Now on the crop failure. Yes, the minister is aware of 

crop failure in several areas. As far as the Cormack Area is 

concerned, steps have been taken to assist them and I do not know 

whether it is all completed yet so I cannot say exactly what. But 

there have been steps taken to help them. 

It is before the House, I believe it is introduced, "The 

Crop Insurance Act." 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CROSBIE: Well the notice has been given. So a crop insurance 

scheme is going to be offered to the farmers this year and there 

is money in the main estimates for that. I cannot tell from these 

notes whether there is any in this. So there will be legislation 

and there is money in the estimates for a crop insurance scheme. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Chairman, in answer to the honourable minister's 

question - no I do not know how manv farmers are in the province 

but if I were in the minister's position I would know because I would 

have all the statistics to know. 

Maybe, Sir, one of these days he can make them public to this 

honourable House, or table them, so we can all know, because there 

are farmers coming into the industry every day. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the Department of Crown Lands, I know 

for a fact that the Crown Lands Division is understaffed, most 

definitely. They are understaffed and they are overworked, At the 

present time, I would sur,gest that there are literally thousands 

of applic:ation11 1.n that rlepnrtment awa:1 t:lng approval, not only for 
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agricultural land but for industrial land and for residential land. 

At the present time, it is almost impossible to get any sort of 

an application approved within sixteen to eighteen months. 

Now the previous minister of that department can verify 

this or he can correct me if I am wrong. Is there any move afoot 

to try to improve this situation in the Crown Lands Division 6f 

that departm,•mt? 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, there is certainly a move afoot 

there. Now this is a serious problem and it has been of course, 

Mr. Chairman, as the honourable gentleman recognizes, for the last 

five or six years. But I am informed that the delay - there are 

still delays - but every effort is being made to overcome this. 

But Crown Lands are up-to-date in their work on these 

applications, but where the delay occurs is the number of other 

agencies that had to be referred to. I think I can say quite 

truthfully that the delay is not caused by Crown Lands, it is cause by 

the fact that it has to go to Urban-rural Planning and it is has 

to go to Clear Air, Water and Soil Authority and it has to go to 

five or six - Municipal Affairs. 

There was a civil servant whose job is to expedite just that, 

Mr. Dalton, but I think he has been promoted to the Rural Development 

Division. So now we are engaged in trying to find somebody to 

replace him in that job. 

But this is a problem and the minister is making every effort 

to expedite it. The problem is not so much in Crown Lands as in the 

other areas. 

MR. THOMS: No, not cleared yet, Mr. Speaker. Could the minister 

infQrm thi" Housa, in th1A onv point thr~~ million dollnr", is there nty 

P~ney and 1! at all pos~lbl~ how much iK Mr. McLean involved, 

his companies or anyone in connection with Hr. McLean? 

MR._f!_OSBI_E: Let us sec now, Mr. Mclean - is he the chap who has bee.n 

22~2 
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talked about here for the last few weeks? 

MR. THOMS: I suspect he is the very same gentleman. 

MR. NEARY: Rec~pient of all the patronage 

talked about lately. 

the minister has been 

MR. CROSBIE : The man who would be the recipient of all the honourable 

gentleman's patronage would .be a very wealthy man. 

The poaition on these votes and Mr. McLean is this, they , 

do write and produce a publication entitled "The Gros Morne News," 

so there may be a jot or a tittle in here in connection with this, "The 

Gros Morne News." 

AN HON.MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CROSBIE: I got all the details because it was anticipated. The 

cost of this newsletter of the Department of Forestry and Agriculture 

is $].500 a month, circulated to all homes within the boundaries of the 

Gros Morne National Park, as well as adjacent communities. The mailing 

is done on a personalized, individual basis as opposed to householder 

mail. It is now being issued monthly. 

The charges include printing and layout, distribution costs1 including 

postage, black and white and colour photographs of Gros Morne and 

surrounding communities, out-of-pocket expenses for writers and 

photographers office and overhead expenses. 

The newsletter is produced under the supervision of the local 

manager of McLean Advertising who is very familiar with the Gros 

Morne Area and has a great deal of interest in it. There have been 

two 1e~ues of the newsletter produced and mailed so fer, one in 

November and one in December. 

The purpose of the newsletter is to try to keep the people out 

there informed of what is happening. So if there ie a newsletter in 

April or May that would - well there is money in here for Gros Morne 

Park - $20,000, I presume it will come out of that. 

MR. THOMS: Could the minister inform us how many of these Gros 

Morne news were issued and if there are any other monies other than 
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MR. THOMS: say for "The Gros Home News," going to either 

Mr. McLean or his interests. 

MR. CROSBIE: No, not a jot nor a tittle. 

MR. THOMS: How many were issued? 

MR. CROSBIE: Two - November and December. 

MR. THOMS: Yes, but what is the number in each issue. 

MR, CROSBIE: Thirteen hundred, 

MR. THOMS: Three hundred. 

NM - S 

MR. CROSBIE: No - that is dollars, I cannot tell you how many. 

Anyway it would be several thousand. 

MR. THOMS: You mean no one on the other side of the House knows 

how many were issued? 

Mr, Chairman. they are all trying to answer,. neither one 

of them can give me a satisfactory answer. 

MR, CROSBIE: I assure the honourable gentleman that I will get 

the information but it might be a couple of thousand, two or 

three thousand. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, this is very important to get the 

number of these · Gros Morne newsletters that are sent out to 

householders in that area. Sir, the honourable minister has 

been spouting off for the last two or three days about political 

patronage, The honourable l!linister has been leaving the people 

of this province, Sir, with the impression that if Diogenes walked 

into this House with his lantern he would not find an honest man 

aboard of her 
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I want to tell the honourable minister that that ia not so. It is 

not RO. He should not judge everybody by himself. This is a ~reat 

scandal, ~ir, those of us who are familiar with sending out house­

hold mailing. The honourable minister is familiar with it himself. 

He sent out enough to his constituents. He sent enough out during 

the leadership campaign in which he was involved when he ran for 

the leadershio of the Liberal Party. $1,.500 a month, Sir, it is 

scandalous, ridiculous. The mothers of this province have not 

enough clothes to put on their children to Rend them to Rchool. They 

will lash $1,500 a month for this carpetbagr,er from Toronto. You 

know what that would cost, Mr. Chairman, 1ncluding the mailing - 2,000 

householders, that is about the extent of it in that area, 2,000 

householders .- Mr. Chairman, I will give it an outside figure. I will 

double what it cost me to sent out mailing to householders on Bell 

Island. It does not cost any more down there. The price is the same. 

The whole thing could be done, Sir, in the outside figure of $300. It 

can be done for $150 and it could be done by the staff of that 

department. 

What I want to know, Mr. Chairman, is why public tenders were 

not called for thts? Do we not have local people, Newfoundlanders who 

can do this work, Sir? 

:Ml'. CROSBTF.: Mr. Chairman, I am very pleased to hear all of thiR all 

over again but I think there is a rule of the House that if the matter is 

already under dehnte, there is a resolution on the Order Paper. This 

has been debated now for four Wednesdays and it therefor cannot be 

referred to in this oarticular debate, That is a ruling that was made 

,here time after time hv the honourable gentleman's predecessors. Now, 

this is already under dchate every Wednesday. 

r-<n. NEARY: That is not a poiflt of order. The honour~ble minister cannot 

t11ke tt. 

!"~~J~f.'..: Thnt 1R a point of order, Mr. Chairman. I would like a rulfn~ 

on 1 t. 

,.!_: _ __':!_._l~_o_wy_: _ Mr. r.h11irm11n, I ~•fsh to Rflf'nlc on the point of order. The 
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.. 
point of order r,ised hy the honourable Minister of Finance has no 

foundation at all. What he is talking about, Your Honour, is when 

a motion is already down and another motion is brought up, on the same 

matter. Then of course the thing is completely out of order but for 

anyone to try to restrict debate in Connnittee of Supply or on the 

Throne Speech for example merely because notice has been given of a 

bill or another matter is absolutely ridiculous. There is no foundaticn 

for it, Mr, Chairman. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, this is not a question of a motion given. 

This 1s a matter that is under debate now on a motion before the House. 

It has been every week for the last four. The precedents in this House 

are quite clear. The subject used to be introduced by Mr. S~allwood 

every session thAt you could not discuss in another debate a matter 

already under debate before the House and on the Order Paper of the 

House. So, I am just asking that the same precedent be applied in this 

case. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, on the point of order,if I may. The honourable 

gentleman is,deliberately or not,misquoting precedents. There is a motion 

before the ·committee now. The motion is that a sum of money be approved. 

Included in it is the sum of money for the ubiquitious Mr, r-.eorge McLean 

who seems to crop up in the most amazing places and the most amazing 

ntllllber of places. Surely it is in order in that the debate not the motion 

which is on the Order Pa~er - that is a request for a select committee. 

That will be debated at the appropriate time. Surely it is in order to 

debate the wisdom or otherwise of puttinp, this money in Mr. McLean's 

hands. The point which we are maintaining is that this is too much 

money for the service he is renrlering. ~urely that is not out of order 

to debate tha.t. The request before the committee is that money be 

authorized to he paid to Mr. McLean. In due course we may,but what 

do you say we have a little chat about it. That is all. Is Your HonQur 

goin~ to give a ruling on this? 

MR. CllAIRMi'N: fleauchesne, page (127), art1.cle (149) says, "flesirles the 

prohl.bJtiom:1 contained in ~tandiny, Orders it has been sanctioned by 

1111ap,e both f.n Enr.lanrl and :f.n c,mada thnt a member while speakinJ! must 

22:)€ 
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not refer to any debate of the same session or any question then 

under discussion." It is then a matter of debate in itself whether 

the resolution concerning the ~cLean request for select comndttee is 

broad enough to proh Jb:f t the member from Bel 1 Island fr011' any prolonged 

debate on the subject. I see no reason why he cannot deal with the 

fact that Yr. McLean may or may not be remunerations for services 

rendered in the matter. 

. !lowever, if he ts to digress into the same debate as 

he is carrying on in the resolution on private members day, he will 

be called to order. 

MR. NEARY: Yes, Mr. Chairman, thank you. That is another - lost again. 

~r. Chairman, the honourable -

MR. ROBERTS: Is the honourable rentleman political partisan? 

MR. CROSBIE: Impartial. 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh, an impartial. Thank you. 

MR. CROSBIE:The honourable gentleman did not have. His leader used 

to sit over there and wave his fist at him. 

MR. ROBERTS: The difference now, Mr. Chairman, is that the honourable 

gentleman's leader does not even come. He is scared to come. Off in 

Toronto on a lark. 

MR. CROSBIE: He does not need to for such a pitiful opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: He does not need to, no. They cannot even arrange to 

have the House sit. 

MR. NF.ARY: ~r. Chairman, if I may carry on. 

MR. ROBERTS: He iR p,oing to keep us here all weekend because we have been 

nasty to him. 

MR. CHATRMAN: The member for Bell Island h11R the floor and has the right 

to be heard 1n silence. 

MR. NEARY: Th~nk you, ~r. Chairman, The honourable minister said there 

had been two is!'!ues of the net-•sletter produced and mailed so far. One in 

November and one in December. Listen to this, Yr. Chairman, _1ust 11.sten 

to this. The honourable minister did not tell us about this. 

Hll. CROSBIE: I clfd not know about it. 

2237 
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MR. NEARY~ The honourable minister did know about it because he 

hH it rf~ht _in front of him the same as I do. Mr. Chairman. In 

relation to the necember iasue I might point out that there was an 

extra charge of $200 on the orders from the department to have 

a colored heading on the first page of the n~~sletter. $200 a 

month. 

MR, CRO~RIE: Not $200 a month, 

t-'R. NEARY: Well, what is it? It does not say whether it is $200 a 

month or $200 a day or $200 a hour or what it is. $200 a session 

would not be too much for such a valuable service. Yes, Mr. Chairman, 

did you ever hear the like. This is an outrage, Sir, it is too much 

money. It is costing the taxpayers of this province too much for this 

service. They intend - listen to this, Mr, Chairman:"The department 

intends to keep publishing such a newsletter as long as the de~elopment 

of the Cros Morne Park 1s on-9.oing.'1 How long is this newsletter going 

to carry on? As long as the Gros Marne Park is on-goinr,. How long 

is that goin~ to be, Mr. Chairman. If the Government of Canada and the 

province cannot get together on this Gros Morne National Park and it is 

scrapped or it is left up in the air indefinitely or left on the shelf, 

does Mr. McLean collect $1p00 a month from this government for this 

particular newsletter indifinely,from that department? 

It is merely done on a nersonnalized, individual basis as opposed 

to the householder mail. There are thoughts now being given to issuing 

the new~letter every three weeks. Every three weeks, up goes the price. 

There comes Mr. McLean with his hand out to the Minister of Financ~. Do 

you know, 'I.Ir. Chairman, that same 'l-'ini11ter was concerned last year about 

soendin~ $260,00 for buUding material on Bell Island. J)o you know what the 

total cost now to Mr. McLean i.s, Sir, $1120.000 and still climbing. That 

is only directly from the Public Treasury. That does not include crown 

coporat1ons. 

MR, C.ll/1. TP"!,N: The honourable member is now getting into the debatevery 

s1m111ar to the Wennesna~ afternoon debate. That is now entering into the 

22::!8 
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area in which the Chair will pro.hi.bit bini from debate. 

t'R· NEA~Y: Th11nk you, 1"r. Chaitiniln. I would Uk• fnr the honc,urahle 

1111.nister to tell us if tendil!r!t werr called in thf.• particulllr CHI!~ if 

other firms were askf!d to make a pre,entation and U not why not? Why 

wen they not asked? There are fims 
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in this province, Sir, that I know of. They have told me personally. 

Mr. Chairman, to publish and distribute this newsletter - 1 would not 

say one-tenth. Yes for almost one-tenth of what it is coating the 

government, one-tenth. Yea, $18,000 a year, Sir, to put out a 

newsletter - $18,000 and it is still going up, a couple of hundred 

dollars every time they change the colour of the paper. I am surprised 

at that honourable minister. When the honourable minister was over 

on this side of the House, he was the one who was opposed to this 

sort of thing and now he is riding along with it. Why? Not 

only that. Mr. Chairman, but this is going on_ right in the minister's 

own district, the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture - right in his 

own district, The only defence the minister has is that political 

patronage is a way of life, Mr. Chairman, 1 suggest to the honourable 

minister that he should try to be very careful in how he chooses his 

words. It is one thing for that administration to carry on political 

patronage, Sir, but it is another thing to admit it. Can you image 

the demoralizing affect that that has on the people of this province, 

the poor little welfare recipients who are struggling along. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Can 1 interrupt the honourable gentleman? 

MR. NEARY: No, you cannot interrupt the honourable gentleman. You will 

have your chance to speak when I am finished. As 1 say, Sir, this is 

an outrage. It is a disgrace, It is scandalous, It is too much 

money for the service we are getting, The honourable minister suggested 

earlier that maybe I should make a motion that we reduce the amount. 

Is that in order, Mr. Chairman, because if it is I am going to do it? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes, 

MR. NEARY: It is in order, Well I am going to move, Mr, Chairman, 

that this amount be reduced to one cent a month - $1,500 a month, 

$1,500 for the month of April, $1,500 for the month of May, that 

the government are asking for in this Interim Supply Bill, be reduced 

to one cent a month, ~ move that motion, seconded by my honourable 
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colleague here, the member for Fogo. 

MIL CHAIRMAN: The motion 18 that the $1,500 par month stipend 

paid to Mr. George McLean for the Gros Morne Bulletin be reduced from 

$1,500 per month to one cent per month. 

MR. NEARY: One cent in all. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: One cent in all. 

_MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you ready for the question? Those in favour 

say "aye." Those against "nay." In my opinion the "nay's" have 

it. 

MR. CROSBIE: If the honourable gentleman were on the Treasury Board, 

he would make a great saving for this province. The honourable 

gentleman misquoted me but I am not going to take offence because 

I know it was unintentional because he does not have a mean bone in 

his body and he just would not do that kind of a thing. I know really 

he is quite a good chap. It is only his weak moments we see in the 

House here. It is too bad he has so many of them. Can we vote on this 

item and carry it now because the Chairman has to make a plane and 

then I would like to adjourn because I have to discuss some legislation? 

Can we carry this item? 

MR. THOMS: The Minister of Industrial Development was going to give 

us a number of issues that were issued. Maybe the honourable minister -

MR. CROSBIE: We called down but we could not get them. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, "Beware of Greeks bearing gifts." Sir, 

I have only one more question to ask the honourable minister on this 

heading. I was out of the House, I think, when my colleague was talking 

about the supply of wood to the Hawke's Bay sawmill and so I do not 

know what explanation the minister gave on this particular matter. Would 

the honourable minister tell us if any wood will be cut on the Great 

Northern Peninsula for the linerboard mill and if so, will this not have 
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a serious effect on the supply of wood to the Hawke's Bay sawmill? 

If wood is being cut there for the linerboard mill, will the honourable 

minister inform the House who has the contract to cut the wood for the 

linerboard mill? 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Chairman, we certainly hope that there will be 

wood cut on the Great Northern Peninsula for the Labrador Linerboard 

Limited. N~~foundland Forest Products may or may not sell its wood. 

What it does not need for a sawmill, of course, they could either 

sell to Bowaters or sell to Labrador Linerboard which can use 

the chips and shavings and the odds and ends. Labrador Linerboard 

is discussing the purchase of wood from people up in St. Barbe North 

also, in that area. We are hoping that there will be wood purchased up 

there by Labrador Linerboard. But Newfoundland Forest Products. whether 

or not it sells wood to the Linerboard Mill would depend on whether 

it wants to and if it will make more money that way. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, one last question: The operators on the 

Great Northern Peninsula, will they be supplying the Linerboard Mill? 

If so, has any contracts been entered into? 

MR. CROSBIE: I will have to inquire about that. I do not think 

there are any entered into yet. They are being discussed with the 

people in Brig Bay and the area. 

MR. NEARY: Nobody on the Great Northern Peninsula has a contract 

from the Linerboard Mill to supply wood from the Great Northern Peninsula? 

MR. CROSBIE: Not that I know of. I will have to check and make sure. 

That is my information. 

MR. NEARY: When will the honourable minister give me the answer? 

Tomorrow? 

MR. CROSBIE: I will give you the answer on Tuesday or whenever I 

get a chance to check it, I cannot give it to you tomorrow. 

MR. NEARY: We are not meeting on Paddy's Day. 
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MR. CROSBIE: Right. 

MR.THOMS: Mr. Chairman,· could the miniater inform us as to 

what is happening to the forest that wa• reserved I believe 

for the third paper mill at Come-by-Chance? Is this still reserved 

for the third paper mill or ,,,? 

MR., CROSBIE: The position there is that the agreement, as far 

as the government are concerned, expired at the end of December 

in accordance with terms of legislation. However, this plan is just 

not going to be disposed of. There has been nothing happen to it 

since. We understand that Mr. Shaheen's group are still interested 

in making another proposal on a third mill. It will not be with the 

same terms and conditions as were in the original agreement because 

some of those conditions are far too onerous fo~ the province, But thry 

say that they will be making another proposal. The position is that 

the old agreement as far as we ate concerned is at an end but he has 

indicated an interest in making another proposal. Once he doea.the 

government will study it and if they think it is feasible -

MR. THOMS: Any negotiations going on? 

MR. CROSBIE: No except that we know that a brief is on the way in 

t.ere. It is coming. The presentation is going to be made, 

On motion Head XII, Forestry and Agriculture, carried, 

On motion that the committee rise, report progress and 

ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

On motion report received and ·adopted. 

MR. SPEAKER: Earlier in the afternoon the hon. Leader of the 

Opposition rose on what he called a point of personal privilege and 

privilege of the House. I took his point under advisement and promised 

to rule on it later, I now give that ruling. 

I obtained a copy of the transcript of the remarks made by 

the hon. Leader of the Opposition and his reference to Beauchesne, page 108 (1), 

and I can see nowhere in this where the criteria is met for a point of 
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personal privlege or privilege o.f the Rouse. It is •ore a matter of a 

difference of opinion between two members and I refer to Beauchesne, 

page 96, sectiou 105 (3) which is the last paragraph: "a dispute 

aristng between two honourable members as to allegations of facts 

hudly fulfills the conditions of a privilege question and if deemed 

to be a matter to be at once entertain~d, it is more convenient to 

postpone other busineas rather than extend the area of privilege." I 

.rule that it is a utter of opinion between two members rather than a 

point of personal privilege. 

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. All I can say is that you win 

a few and you lose a fefl in this business • 

... 
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Motion, second reading of a bill, "An Act To Make Certain Provisions 

Respecting The Reorganization Of The Government And The Public Service 

Of The Province And Respecting Matters Connected Therewith Or Arising 

Therefrom," 

MR. ~.ARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, this is a bill which mi~ht be styled the 

last of the restructuring bill. It is merely a bill to tidy up the 

various functions that have been distributed to certain ministries 

throughout the government. For example, there is one reference here 

that the Minister of Finance will take over the powers with respect to 

the Co-operative Development Loan Board and amend the act with reference 

to that minister and this is the general term of the act throughout. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: Mr, Speaker, 1 thought we had seen the last of the 

restruction, reconsitution or restructural bills coming before this Rouse. 

The government, Sir, have the unmitigated gall to go on the public airw~ys 

or in the press and say the opposition is obstructing progress in this 

honourable House or in Committee. All they come in with during this 

session of the House is this kind of absolute tripe and nonsense, complete 

and utter waste of time. This is a waste of time of members of this 

Rouse, Sir, this restructuring, this reconsitution of the government or 

the civil service, this shuffling about of responsibility between various 

public servants or various divisions of the government. Mr. Speaker, this 

is a waste of time, not the questions which the members of the opposition 

or any other private member might ask of the government to get information 

for the public, but this absolute nonsense and tripe which we have seen 

about fifteen or twenty bills of in the last couple of weeks. 

AN llON_~EMIIF.R: Well Raid, well said. 

On motion hill, read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee 

of the Whole House on comorrow, 

Motion, second reading of B bill, "An Act To Amend The Tobacco Tax 

Act." 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, this is a very, very heavy bill. It is to amend 

the act so that the minister can exchange certain confidentinl information 

with the Government of Canada or a province on a reciprocal basis, At the 
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present time apparently you cannot. Returns are available only to permit 

returns to be available only to persons authorized by the minister. 

This is simply so that we can give infonnation to other provinces 

about the Tobacco Tax, and they can with us. 

MR ROBERTS: Sir, far be it from us to object to such a reasonable 

provision. The only thing I would ask with reference to this, since 

we are on the Tobacco Tax, can the minister tell us anything, in closing 

the debate, on the, well they are not rumors because there is some sort 

of investigation underway or apparently there has been aome smuggling 

of cigarettes, on a large scale, into Newfoundland, without having 

bothered with the formality of paying the quite heavy provincal tax, 

which is about twenty cent• a package. Since I have given up smoking 

it is no longer of any direct concern to me but there are these reports 

and the minister has told the House in response to questions on Orders 

that an investigation of some sort is underway~ He also has told us that 

he will not table the reports. well we can understand that because 

as he says these reports may form the basis of prosecution if in fact 

it is found that there is evidence that the law has been broken. 

Nonetheless, I wonder if the minieter could tell us something, the 

rumours are around and it never does any good to have rumours around if 

they can be dispelled. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible, 

MR, ROBERTS: I do not knoW,is it smuggled into Canada through Nwwfoundland 

or is it smuggling from another province into Newfoundland without paying 

the tax on it? There are rumours around, they have been in the newspapers, 

there have been questions in the House. Perhaps the minister could say 

something that would, not set us at rest but at least give us some 

indication of what is happening. Maybe he could light up the subject a• 

it were. 

MR. SPF.Al<FR: 

MR. CROSHIF.: 

If the honourable minister speak now,he closes the debate. 

As the honourable centJeman would say "where there is smoke 

there is fire," 1-fr. Speak-er. There is some evidence that cigarettes are 
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being bro-.ight into the province from the adjo1n1ng provinces ,md improperly 

sold. The person who brings cigarettes in and sells th• to t'he retai1ers 

are suppose to collect the tobacco tax. 

being sold without the tax being imposed. 

compl.aints. Anyway the matter is 
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in the hands of the Department of Justice. the police investigation ·and 

as far as I know,l have not seen any report back from them, but if 

there is sufficient evidence that this has occurred there would be 

prosecution. The investigation is still active. 

As far as the tobacco tax itself is concerned,the increase 

in tax has decreased, I think,the use of cigarettes and so on and 

now more people are rolling their own. There is uot the same tax on 

loose tobacco. I said to a woman today who was rolling her own and 

telling me how well she could do it and so on and the cigarettes looked 

pretty good and I said, "Well we are going to have to increase the tax 

on loose tobacco this year, I guess." So I have been warned that if I 

do that I will not be very popular. So if there is enough evidence 

for a prosecution,we would certainly tell the House. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR, CROSBIE: No, she is not rolling cigarettes, 

On motion, a bill, "An Act To Amend The Tobacco Tax Act," 

read a second time, ordered referred to a committee of the whole House 

on tomorrow. 

Motion. second reading of a bill, "An Act To Amend The 

Agreement Ratified, Confirmed And Adopted By And Set Forth In The 

Schedule To The Commodore Mining Company Limited (Agreement) Act, 1968, 

And To Make Certain Statutory Provisions Relating To That Agreement," 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, this is a relatively routine act. In the 

zeal to accommodate the Commodore Mining Company Limited the previaus 

administration included in the area of concession an area defined as 

the portion comprising the Castle Hill Historic Site at Placentia and 

this act is for the purpose of rectifying and curbing that zeal and 

deleting from the area granted to the Commodore Mining Company the 

Castle Hill Historic Site. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): This seems to be sensible enough, Mr. Speaker. This is 

the one and only the great Lew Murphy,is it? A tremendous character} 
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MR. MARSHALL: Used to be. 

MR. RO~~(W.N.): Who owns it now? 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 
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MR. ROWE(W.N.): (Inaudible). Mr. Speaker, I mean a tremendous character, 

one of the great Newfoundland characters, Lew Murphy,and I was going to 

sugge~t that maybe we should extend the reserved areas to the Argentia 

Base down ther~ because I understand that he was doing some prospecting 

in there two or three years ago and nearly got blown up in an atomic 

war in the process. It was a wonder he was not ahot. He came ashore 

in a dingy or something and climbed over a fence and evaded the necular 

war heads and dug a few holes, found no gold in the hills and then 

made his escape. Maybe during committee stage we should put in 

something reserving the Argentia Base from this lease as well. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the Commodore Company had a five year 

period conferred in 1967 and it was extended, I do not have the act 

in front of me 9I confess, by another act in 1971. I wonder if the 

minister could tell us when the Commodore period or whatever it is 

expires. I assume it is probably 1976 but could the minister tell us. 

MR. MARSHALL: It is -

MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. minister speaks now he closes the debate. 

MR. MARSHALL: I believe it is 1976, Mr. Speaker. As I say I do not 

have the principle agreement before me now but I believe that this is 

the period when the agreement will expire. 

On motion a bill,"An Act To Amend The Agreement Ratified, 

Confirmed And Adopted By And Set Forth In The Schedule To The Conunodore 

Mining Company Limited (Agreement) Act, 1968, And To Make Certain 

Statutory Provisions Relating To That Agreement.'' read a second time, 

ordered referred to a cormnittee of the whole House on tomorrow. 

Motion, second reading of a bill, "An Act Further To Amend 

The Elevators Act." 

MR._l!_ICKMA~: Mr. Speaker, this bill docs precisely what it says. It 

gives the minister the right to make regulations fixing the standards 

and design and construction of elevators. 
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MR. RICKMAN: throughout the province, I now move second reading. 

~O_!E!!§l. Mr. Speaker, I rise to eay that we will support the 

bill. 

On motion a Bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Elevators 

Act.'' read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole 

House on tomorrow. 

Motion eecond reading of a Bill, "An Act To Amend The Health 

And Public Welfare Act." 

MR. MARSHALL: This 1a a very routine bill, changing the renumbering 

of certain sections in the act in order to comply with the Revised 

Statutes of Newfoundland that have been recently put up. 

On motion a Bill, "An Act To Amend The Health And Public 

Welfare Act," read a second time, ordered referred to s Committee of 

the Whole House on tomorrow. 

Motion second reading a Bill, "An Act To Amend The Adoption 

Of Children Act, 1972." 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, this is basically a bill that would ~~end 

the principle act, to provide for the adoptions appeal board, 

and this board of course would be composed of people outside 

the department,to hear appeals against deci• iona, I think in the 

first instance by the director of adoptions and also the minister 

and they would have the right to appeal and then,following that, 

an appeal could be made to a judge of the Supreme Court. So 

basically I think it is patterned much on the same pattern as 

appeals ar,ainst social services le~islation itself where you 

have three people that would be appointed without the service, not 

a part of any part of the service that could hear appeBl;s. would be 

entirely apart from any officer of the department to hear an appeals­

we have had them over the y•ara. 

I know I have had people phone me and say they wanted to 

a~opt a child and a director would make a decision, no. 

-
I do 



March 16, 1973 Tape No, 678 NM - 2 

think, I am not • ure on this pos• ibly th•r• nre other ger.tlemen 

here who might know, I do not think there had to be any reason 

given in any particular case on the thing, so basically this 

is an appeal board to hear these cases and to put forward their 

decision. 

The board is patterned - I think there wilI be a chairman, 

and two memb~cs. A majority decision would win the day and the 

remuneration would be so much per day a sitting, I think basically 

that is all. I do not know if anybody wants to question it. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I cannot see for the life of me how 

this bill is really going to work. For instance, let me give 

the House an example, let us assume that a couple made an 

application to adopt a specific child and under the present 

regulations, under the unwritten agreement would be denominations. 

The policy of the department is that they will not cut across 

denominational lines. 

Now what would happen in the case of a couple wanting to -

say a Protestant couple wanting to adopt a Roman Catholic child, 

would the Appeals Board then be brought into focus? Would they 

overrule? Would the Appeals Board have the authority to overrule 

the decision of the Director of Child Welfare in this particular 

case? If so, Mr. Chairman, then that would really constitute 

a major change of policy, something that many people in this 

province have been abdicating for a good many years. 

What would happen also, Mr. Speaker, in the case of a 

couple say wanting to adopt a small baby and because of the age 

of the couple it is felt by the Director of Child Welfare, who 

has pretty wide authority in these cases - what would happen if 

he said "no" in keeping with good principles and good practices, 

good policy, that we are sorry but it is not possible in your 

particular case, then they would have the recourse to the Appeal 

Board, would the Appeal Board then 
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ovenule the Director of Child Welfarer So these are t~ examples, · 

Mr. Speaker, that I see where it is going to be very difficult to 

enforce this bill. Now maybe the minister has the answers to these 

questions but these are a couple of things that have popped in my 

mind with my experience in that department. I do not think it is 

quite as simple as the minister said in his introductory remarks there 

that it would function the same as the Social Aesbtance Appeals Board. 

There is quite an emotional aspect to adopting a child, Sir, and it is 

not quite the same as making an appeal under the Social Assistance 

Appeals Board.Where emotional is involved I think it is a little bit 

different. I am not sure what prompted the minister to bring in this 

bill at this particular time. I do not know if they have an appeal 

board in other provinces or not. It is the first I have heard of it 

myself. 

Then the question arises also, Mr. Speaker, what happens in 

the case where a child has been placed with adoptive parents in an 

adoptive home and the six month probation period expires and the court 

then grants the legal adoption papers on the child and then,say the 

mother of the child appeals to the appeal board to have the ~hild 

returned to her, what happens in this particular case, Mr. Speaker? 

I would say that would create somewhat of an embarrassing situation. 

I do not know if the appeals board can overrule the Director of 

JM - 1 

Child Welfare in this particular case or not. I would like for the 

minister to let us have his comments on it because I do not understand 

it, Sir, and personally I do not think it can work. In Newfoundland 

there are no independent agencies running the adoption programme. It 

is run by the province and in other provinces the procedure is a little 

bit diff~r~nt, you have child welfare agencies which are independent 

of government. I muat say in my three years in that department I cannot 

think of one case where the Director of Child Welfare or the courts made 

a wrong decision. I cannot think of one, Sir, not one. I know of some 
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cases where applicants thought they had a grievance but in actual fact 

they did not and it was explained to them and they understood it, 

The big problem, it seems to me, Sir, ia the denominational 

one as far as adoptions are concerned. I would like to know how the 

appeals board are going to deal with this problem. If the hon, minister 

can clear it up to my satisfaction,well I will be very happy to support 

the bill but I think we should give this bill a little more thought 

and consideration before we put it through the House. 

MR. ROWE(W.N.): Mr. Speaker, one or two general observations which 

I would like to make on it and this denominational one is one that 

arises again. When the hon. Minister of Provincial Affairs was the 

Minister of Social Services and Rehabilitation, when there 

was a consolidation of the Welfare Act I believe coming through the 

House,undertook or said that there was a study being done of this 

question of whether there should be some input by denominational 

authorities in respect of a three month old child for example, giving 

it some religious denomination and therefore perhaps inhibiting its 

chances of ever being adopted because of that one particular constraint. 

I would like to hear how far they have progressed on that because I 

think it has a bearing, as my hon. colleague has said, it has a 

bearing on the operations of this appeal board. 

The second point I would like to make is a general observation 

and I do not propose to move an amendment or anything to this particular 

act, Mr. Chairman, but I do throw out for the minister's consideration 

and the consideration of the Minister of Justice this idea that is now 

r,oinr, throur,hout North America and throughout most of Europe and that 

is to r,et away from this idea of treating children as having no le~al 

rights whatsoever, children as personal property of somebody who happens 

to have custody of them, children as being chattels and have to be 

represented by some conflicting party or another, Now this problem 

arises to the greatest extent in custody cases when theoretically a child's 

rights are supposed to be held supreme and a judr,c is supposed to decide 

what is in the best interest of . 

2 ':H;') 
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the child. How in the name of heavens that ever arises when you have 

two parents of such a child who are vindictive perhaps and spiteful 

in trying to get at one another and trying to drag up every bit of 

scum and dirt they can in order to get custody away from one and into 

another, how the child's rights ever emerged is completely beyond me. 

I never practiced that kind of law, perhapa some lawyers who have been 

in court on that kind of a case can give us some elucidation. 

But the theory and the practice are in direct conflict. 

The same sort of principle arises here. There is no provision in this 

bill, and this is not the minister's fault, I would say it is the same thing 

all across Canada, there is no provision in this bill which really has 

any effect of protecting a child's interest. I believe at the age of 

twelve a child can give consent or his consent will be taken into consideration. 

But there should be, and I am not saying we should start here, but we should 

start thinking about this, Mr. Speaker, in the future,in this type of 

bill,there should be some government agency whose sole job is to see that 

the interests of the child are repreaented,any kind of a court action or 

appeal to a board or any kind of administrative tribunal. 

In other words, if somebody is trying to adopt a child or if somebody 

is trying to get custody of a child, it is all the same thing, whenever a 

child's rights and interests are at stake perhaps the government or the 

Supreme Court or somebody should appoint somebody,a lawyer or social 

worker or someone like that,whose sole function is to represent the interest 

of that child at any such hearing, for example, a hearing into the custody 

case or a hearin~ into an adoption or a hearing into anything to make sure 

that in the scuffle, in the conflicting evidence that may be given, in the 

vindictiveness and spite and conflicts that arise from not necessarily this 

type of a case adoption,particularly custody casea,that the child's interest 

1• repreRented by someone whn can apeak for the child. 

I throw that suggestion out hecause it happens to be an opportune time 

at this particular moment, Mr. Speaker, not that we hope to introduce it 
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It 

into thi• bill. But I do hope that the miniater'• department and the 

Minieter of Justice when they are bringing future social welfare programmes 

forward in the Rouse that this type of a consideration, which is 

becoming now part of the received wisdom of our time,that this type of 

idea that I have just thrown out will be thought about, will be considered 

and possibly incorporated into any new,relevant legislation that comes 

before the Fouse in the future. 

MR. RICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I would just like to briefly co111111ent on the 

matter raised by the member for White Bay South with regards to the 

religious aspect. As I understand the debate of that time that particular 

bill was going through the House, some members on the opposite side suggested 

that we include a section in that bill to provide for the placing of children 

in homes of other faiths. At the time I said that I did not think this was 

the right thing to do because negotiations were underway or discussions 

were underway that there was a very healthly relationship existing between 

the various churches and the government and the department in particular. 

The situation to my knowledge, Mr. Speaker, has not changed on that 

particular subject as far as I know up to the time that I left that department. 

There was still·a very good relationship existing. There was a very 

co-operative atmosphere wherein children were placed in homes of other 

faiths, and with the permission of the various clergy. I do not think we 

are in a position as yet to legislate that particular item. I think it would 

be a step backwards as opposed to progress. 

And insofar as this particular bill is concerned, Mr. Speaker, the 

prime principle of this bill is to provide for a right of people. as far as I 

could ascertain with my officials at that time when I approved this 

recotmnendation before I left that department. In no other province was 

there a situation that existed here, when two people were refused a child 

or their application rejected, in no other province was the situation 

such where those people could not be told with reasonable detail as to why 

that application was rejected. 

Up to the time of thiB administration takin~ office, that was the 

situntion. Tn the majority of cases thP. application was rejected in a very 

var,ue way and innsmuch as the director had not approved the application. 
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this upset many people who found themselves involved in having their 

request rejected. It was felt by the official• that this was most 

unjust and I have to agree because I have recalled on a number of 

occasions when in the field myself having to face a situation where 

while I had to explain to the applicants they could not get a child 

yet I could not tell them why. So this is one of the things that 

this bill will do. It is now the policy of that department to 

inform applicants in reasonable detail as to why their application 

vas not approved. It also provides for the appeal if the decision 

in the opinion of the applicant is an unjust one, A good case in 

point, Mr. Speaker, is the case where not too long ago a family in 

Central Newfoundland found themselves having an application rejected 

and for one solid twelve months incurred a cost of something like 

$600.00, made numerous trips to St. John's attempting to do nothing 

else but find out why they could not keep the child which in fact had 

been in their home.and under that policy of that day that family were 

never told until I believe something like a year after and $500.00 

after. We felt that was most unfair and most unjust and so this bill 

is before the House today. 

I do not share the fears as expressed by the member for 

Bell Island, I can concede that in certain areas there might be 

difficulty, there might be touchy areas so to speak in terms of 

religion and in terms of where the natural mother of the child may 

wish to make a claim but then again that mother, Mr. Speaker, has 

that right without this bill going through. The other thing is that 

surely we have faith in our courts and our judges and surely before 

any decision is made in the matter of an appeal,all matters and all 

pertinent information will be taken into account and hopefully a 

responsible and just decision rendered. 

I think. :l.t is a very necessary piece of legislation and I 

have much plenaure in aupporting it, 

JM - 1 
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MR. SPP.A~ P.R: It the hon. miniater •P••k• ncnt he close• the debate. 

Ml. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I have liatened with much attention and 

perhaps getting much knowledge from the experience of those who had 

been far more familiar with the case than I am, Hy own officials in 

my department are in favour of this. I think one particular point 

•· was the point raised by both the hon. member for Bell Island and 

White Bay South, I think, with reference to the r~iigious thing. I 

think a few years back that was a very, very conten~ious issue but 

as far as I can gather,and I have not had in my three months actually 

any experience with an adoption case -

JM - 2 

MR. MARSHALL: I wonder if I could just be excued by the honourable member. 

1 wonder if the hon. minister would like to adjourn the debate so 

that we can adjourn the House because it is nearly six o'clock. 

MR. MURPHY: So in my opinion and listening to the arguments put 

forward I can only,on the advise of my own officials down there and 

with my own judgement,feel that my only action is to move the second 

reading of this bill. 

On motion, a bill, "An Act To Amend The Adoption Of Children 

Act, 1972," read a second time, ordered referred to a committee of the 

whole House on tomorrow. 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I do move that the House at its rising do 

adjourn until tomorrow, Tuesday, at 3:00 P.M., and that this House 

do now adjourn. 

On motion, the House at its rising adjourn until tomorrow, 

Tuesday, March 20, 1973, at 3:00 P.M. 
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