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The House met atz 3:00 P.M,
Hr. Speaker in the Chair.
MR, SPEAXER: Ovder, please! Minister of Justice.

BOH. T. A. HICKMAN: {MINISTER OF JUSTICE): HMr. Speaker, sometime ago

the government initiated a study of the desirability and the feasibility
nf an emergency telephone call system whereby callers im the St. John's
Area could by dialing one easy to remember three diglit number contact the
fire, police, pmbulance, poilson control or any other regquired emergency
service., Telephone companies throughout North America have reserved the
number 311 for this use subisct to commmities being sble to satisfy
certain conditions such as guaranteed rwenty-four hour answering service
and that 1t provide access to fire, police a2nd ambulance service as 3
minimum. In Canada the Bell system with which Newfoundland Telephone 1s
associated has a policy that the company will bear the cost of the rather
extensive modifications to thelr system required to implement this service
provided those basic conditions are met.

Following inirial discusalons during which all the emergency services
agreed . “such a system was highly desirable from the point of view of
the gensral public,a committee was established under the Chairmanship
of the Director of Emergency Measures and comprised of senior representatives
of the NHewfoundland Constabulary, the Royal Canadian Mounted Poliee, the
St. John's Fire Department, the Ambulance Service of the Seneral Hospital
and the Polson Control Centre at the Janeway Hoapital,whose oblective
was to develop 2 system that would be operatiomally effective, satisfv the
conditions laid down by the Telephone Company and be capable of implementation

at reasonable cost.
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_Experience In other cities in Canads where such a system has been
studled indicated that the bulk of the cost would be made up of
salaries of special operators and supervisory personnel with in-
stallation and servige charges meking up only & small proportion
of the total,

The proposal put forward by the committee set up by government
invelved no increases whatever in personnel coste. It recommended
that the exiasting switchboards of the constabulary and the St. John's
fire department be amalgamated to deal wirh 911 calls in addition
to normal routine cslls to those agencies. This would insure that
at least two operators traiped in dealing with emergency calls would
be on duty twenty-four hours a day, three hundred and sixty five days
8 year. Any eadditional administrative and eo-ordination tasé& would
be made the responsibility of the EMO staff.

Consideration was also given to the needs of other areas of
the provines for aceess to assistance and smergencies that cannot be
adequately handled by the local emergency services. The Provincial
Government contact 1in those circumstances is the Emergency Measures
Organization which maintalng a duty officer on call at all times.
The committee nroposed that such calls be directed to the Emergency
Reporting Centre who would put the caller in eontact with the EMO
offices or the duty officers.

I have approved the commitiee’s report and recommendaticons
and the Newfoundland Telephone Companvyiave indicated that the concept
gatisfles their terms and conditions for use of 911. It is with pleasurs
therefore that I am able to anncunce there will be established effective
July 1, 1973,this vear, an Imergency Reporzing Centre in St. John's
through which:

4. callers from anywhare In the free dialing ares Iin and around
St. John's zan by dialing the one number 911 be put into immediaste comtact
with any required emergency aservice; and

B. callers from any other area of the province can by asking
the operstor for St. John's, 911 or direct dialing to EMO number 722-

2107 report a major emergency and requeat assistance from the provinelal

24196
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Government.

To ensure @ smooth transitfon te this system,the existing
numbers of the 5t. John's fire department 722-1234 and the Newfoundland
Constabulary 722-5111 will be retained in use but as the 911 code be~
comes known it is expected they will be used only for routine calls
and the reporting of incidents not requiring an emergency response.

1t s worth noting that only three or four other areas In
Canada have so far been provided with 911 services and In no other
cases that we are aware of have similiar arrangements been made to
utilize the system for province.wide reporting of emergencies and
requests for assistance.

The success of this new svatem will depend in large part on
the ce-operaticn of the public in reserving the use of 311 for ealls
of the most urgent nature,

My department and the Newfoundland Telephone Campa%y pTOROGE
between now and July 1, 1973 to carry out a public information
programme designed to ensure that the sysrem 1s understeod and
effectively utilized. As the first phase of that programme, a
comprehensive briefing of the news media ia planned following this
announcement.

HON. EDWARD ROBERTS: (LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION}: Hr. Speaker, let me

just say simply that this is a good thing. T anm deliphted to see that
the problem has been solved. It is an old problem, one which goes
back some time and indeed 1 think the minister will find and probably
will confirm that the present initiative comes from a letter which was
written te the then Minister of Provincial Affairs, Mr. J.R, Chalker,
in T think sbout the summer of 1971 ,suggesting that we have another
ecrack at the problem . I know about the letter becamuse I wrote 1t,but
it iz a good thing. We have had a multiplicity of emergency services
in St. John's and it makes aense to have one number which pilves access
to them all. Tt is just vreally an sdaptation of the Brivish 599 system.
it 18 & good thing that it is going ahead and let us hope that it doas

not have re be used often but lec us hope that when it is needed it will
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be used.

BOM., G. OTTENHEIYER: {MINISTER OF EDUCATION): Mr. Speaker, T have

2 brief amnnouncement and that 1s the appointment of the following
three persons to £ill vacancies on the Board of Governors of the
College of Trades and Technolpgy. They are Doctor Leslie Harris,

the Dean of Memorisl University of Hewfoundland ,and Mr. Newman
Eelland, an assistant supevintendesnt with the Avalen Intergraded
School Board,and Mr. John N. Creen, &8 practising lawyer. Thése
zppointments will bring the Board of Governors to its full compliment
of twelve. Acrtually there was one vacancy due to a resignation and
two vacancies because the board had never been at its full compliment.

PRESENTING PETITIONS

M., YOIMG: M™Mr. Speaker, I ask leave of this honourable House to present
a petition bearing some BOOQ signatures. TIr is the prayer of this
petition that the road known as the Thicket Road connecting the highway
znd Upper Island Cove to that of Harbour Grace be upgraded and paved.
Tt is a distance of 2.8 miles. This road, Sir, services the communities
of Uppar Island Cove, Hishop’s Cove and Bryant's Cove mnd 1t 18 used
for transportation by scheol busss fpr the children to the Roman Catholic
Sehools ar Harbour Grace and Carbonear. It is also used, 5ir, as a
shory disrtance to rransport the sick, suffering and dying to the Carbonear
Copmunity Hospltal.

tThis road, Sir, has had a 1ot of use in the past and probably
this is why it is in deplorable condition. It has been used by the
previcus adminiszration =as a political gismick,and a promise to be
paved, I trust in the absence of rhe Minister of Transportation and
Communications, that the honourable Minister of Finance will see fit
that thisz road will be upgraded and paved in the ensuing year.
MR, HEARY: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to support the petition presented on
behalf of the 800 residents of the Thicker Poad over in the district
of Harbour Grace.

There should be ac problem at all, Sir, for the goverament

to grant the tequest of the prayer of this petlitlen in view of the fact

2418



March 21, 1973 Tape 725 IB-4

that "Uncle Ottawa',the Minister of Finenes's friend,Mr. Turner,
has dumped twenty-four million dollars in the provinees lap this
year., There should be no problem ro ger a few roads upgraded
and paved. This {8 a reasopable request, Sir, and I hope that
the government will see fiz to grant the prayer of this patircion
in this flsecal year.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON. T, A. HICHKMAN: {MINISTER OF JUSTICE}: Mr. Speaker, on behalf

of the honcurablie the Minister of Municipal Affalrs,T give notice
that I will on tommorrow ask leave to introduce;

A biil, "An Act Further To Amend The St. John's {Metropolitan
Area) Act.”

BOM, J.C. CROSBIE: {MINISTER OF FINANCE): Mr. Speaker, I glve notice

that T will on tomorrow ask leave of the House to introduce
a bill, "An Act To Repeal The Telegraph Tax Act.”
|

HOTICE OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MR. CROSBIE: You will have to get vour pencils ready. These are questions
asked by the Leader of the Opposicion. The answers are not in writing.
So, is sverybody Teady? Thev ave all on the Orders Papers.

Starting with nuestion (62) on the Order Paper of February 27,
1973, numbers of anpeals of decision. The guestion is:

“Yhat 45 the number of appeals of decisions by the Personnel
Adminisgration Division conceming claassifications of public service
smployees that have heen submitted to the Classifications Appeal Board
but have been returned to individuals for fallure to confirm with anpeal
procedures?’”

Answer: a total of sizty-one appeals ~returned to individuals
because they failed vto conform to appeal procedures.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, CROSRIE: HNeo, T am going to get it verbally. These are all very
simple answers but if vou need te check it,T can give you these.
Next guestion (63),o0n the Order Paper February 27, asked by

the Leader of the Dpposition.
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“ihat is the number of appeals of decisions by the Personnel
Administration Division concerning classifications of public service
employees that have been submitted vo the Classifications Appeal
Bosrd and that were returned ro individuals or departments of government,

camaisgions,
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agencles or boards for the reason that the spreal dealt with matrers
meinly ocutside the jurisdiction of the board?” Amswer: Classification
Appeal Board informed 123 individuals, thatr their zppeals deals with
matters mainly outside the jurisdietion of the bosrd.

Question Ho. 64,0on the Order Paper of February 27,
agked by the Leader of the Opposition. "What is the number of =zppeals
of decisions by the Personnel Adminlstration Division concerning
classifications of public service empleoyees that have been submitted
to the Classifications Appeal Board and which have been returned to
the Departments of Government, Apencies, Hoards snd Commissions which
initiated and made such applications for review?  Answer: A total
of two appeals were returnad te the Classificarion Appeal Board , to
the Departments of Government, Agencies, Boards and Commissioms which
initiated a;; made such applications for review.

Question Ho, 65,0n the Order Paper of February 27,
asked by the hon. Leader of the Oppositicn. “What is the number of
appeals of decisipns by the Personnel Administration Division concerning
classifications of public service employees that have been svhmitted to
the Classifications Appesl Board and om which decisions have been rendered
and in rzspect of which the review decisions did not uphold the original
classifications?” Answer: Final decisions have been rendered by the
board on sixty appeals., Of these decisions & total of nine did not
uphold the original classificarion, So, fifty-one have upheld them
and nine did oot uphold the original classification,

Question NHo. &6,0n the Order Paper of February 27, asked
by the hon., &éédé: of the Opposition. "What is the number of appeals
of decisions uby the Personnel Administration Division concerning
clagsifications of public service emplovees that have been submittad
to the ﬁiaésificationﬁ Appeal Board and on which decisions have been
rendered and in regpect of ﬁhich the review decisions upheld the
original classifications?” Answer: Fifty-one, Final decisilons are

sixty and of these decislons a total of Eifty-one upheld the original
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classificacion.

Queation No. 47,on the Urder Paper of Februsry 27,
ssked by the same honourable gentleman. *What Is the number of
appeals of decisions by the Personnel Administration Division concerning
classifications of public service emplovees that have been submitted
to the Dlassification Appeal Board and on which decisions have bean
rendered?? Answer: The Classification Appesl Board has recelved
& toral of 321 apperls a5 of February 28, this year. They have
tendered the final decision on sizxty. {Oh! we got the answeys.

Wa have the answers.) Wo, we cannot table, it is too short. Ve want
to give quick service).

Question Ho. 685 on the Order Paper of Februsry 27, asked
by the hon. Leader of the COppesition. *What is the number of
applications’ for review of claessifications of public service employees
that have been filed with the Personnel Administration Division but
have baen returned to Iadividuals for failure to conform with appesl
procedures?” Answer: Iwency-seven.

Question No. 5%,on the Urder Paper of February 27, asked
by the hoo, Leader of the Upposition. "What is the number of applications
for review of clasgificarions of public service employees that have been
filéd with the Personnel Administration Division that were rsturned to
individuals or Departments of Government, Commissions, Agencles or
Boards for the reasson thar the appeal deslt with matters mainly outside
the jurisdiction of the Division?” Answer: Seventeen.

Question Ho. 70,on the Order Paper of February 28, asked
by the Leader of the Opposition. “Wha; is the number of applications
for review of aiaaaificstions of public service employees that have been
filed with the Permonnel Administration Division and which have been
teturned to Departments of Covernment, Agencles, Boards and Commissions
which initiéted and made such applica;igns for review?” Answer: One

thousand and fifty-thres.

Dy
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fuestion No. 71, on the Drder Paper of Febyuary 28, asked
by the hon. Leader of the Opposition. "What is the number of applicatious
for review of classifications of public service employees that have
been filed with the Personnel Administration Division which have been heard
and on which decisions have been rendered and in respect of which the
review decisions did not uphold the originel classificarions?” Answer:
Three hundred and meven.

Question Ho. 72,on the Order Paper of February 28, asked
by the hon., Leader of the Opposirion. "What 1s the number of applications
for review of classifications of publie service emplovees that have been
filed with the Personnel Administration Divisionz which have been heard
and oo which decisions have baen rendered and in respect of which the
review decisions upheld the orlginal classifications?” Answer: Three
hundred and eighty-nine.

Guestion No. 73, on the Order Paper of February 28, asked
by the hon. Leader of the Opposirion, “What is the number of applications
for review of classifications of public service employees that have been
filed with the Parsonnel Adminilstration Division which have been heard
and om which decisions have been rendered?” Angwer: S$ix hundred and
alnety-six,

That is the lot., 1 am not sure whether I answered Question
Ho, 70 or not.
AN HOH, MEMBER: Yes,

HON., J. G. ﬁOUSSEAﬁ {Minister of Rehabilitation and Recreation): The

hou. mewber from Labrador South raised a question yesterday about Paradise
River in Labrader. 1 have had the officials of my department check this
out and I have been Informed that Mr. Daniel Martin,the supplier there at
Paradise River, who operates a very small retall atore, has few supplies

on hand. The bulk of his fall order was net delivered. There is, as we
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wmderstand, sufficlent food in Cartwright to hold over until_tha
beginning of the navigation season but unfortunately this food is
deliveved through twenty or thirty miles by ski-doo. We have
contacted the wholesaler, Ackerman’s Limited,in Cuplds, suggesting
shat we would be preparsd te pay a subsidy of four cents a pound

for Mr, Ackerman ro get the supplies for Mz. Martim to Goose Bay

amd frem then on we will undertaks, through the Divislon of
Hprthern Labrador Services, fo get the supplies to Paradise River.
4s yet we have not heard back from Mr, Ackerman. We are waiting for
a ratuwrn phone ecall,

ORDERS OF THE DAY

H0N. E. ¥. ROBERTS {Leader of the Oppogition): Mr. Speaker, I have

& guestion for the hon, Hinister of Educatiom. I think he may be
swmre of the situation at Buchans with respect to the possible
vemoval of the source of heat for the two schools there, the Roman
Catholic School and the Integrated Scheol. Could he tell ug what
steps , if any, the goverament have taken? I realize they do not
operate schools but the boards doubtless will need addirional help
o enzble them to deal with the 9;ob1em. Could he tell us what
greps, sither the government have taken or ave belng taken to make
gure that the schools in Buchans do not close because of a withdrawl
of heat? T understand that that could happen. Would the minister
care ©o — does he want me fo repeat it? 1f the minister could
wmake an ansWwer -~ I understand that thers i1s an imminent dangey
that the hz=at will be withdrawn énd the schools will then have to
close.

HON. . R. OTTEMHEIMER {(Minister of Education}: Mr. Speaker, the

1stest word I have on 1t, by latest word, sboug forty-five minutes
age, syound fifteen minutes to three, when 1 made the latest check,
1 understand that officials have locaied twe bollers; one from the

wocational school and one owned by the Town of Grand Falls, It 1s hoped
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and contemplated that one beiler, the one in the vocational

school which ever that means, the larger capacity, will be used for
the hospital. It is hoped that the boller in the Grand Falls
Yocational School will be used for the Hospital at Buchans and that
the second boller which te the best of my knowledge belonga to the
Town of Grand Falls,and it is being checkad for adequacy,will be used
for one of the schools. How we are endeavouring{snd an official

of the Department of Public Works is working on this} to locate a
third boiler, The other possibilicy,if the gituation results that
there ig only one boller for two schools, I have instructed my

deputy minigter to speak with both superintendents and to see what
arrapngements, temporary arrangements could be worked gut that a boiler
could servige one of the schools, whichever iz the larger and the
more sultsble but that the two échccl boards would agree to sharing
the services of this facility, presumably on a shift syatem and for
however long is necessary. That really 1s the limit of knowledge now.
Work 1s still going ahead in this area. The situation is not clear.

This i3 how it looks now. It could be that before glx o'clock
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I would have further information In which case,with leave of the Houge,

I would certainly be glad to make 1t known.

MR, ROBERTS: Just one supplementary questlon, Mr. Speaker, 1f T may?
There is some cost obviocusly going to be involved in this, This would be
borne I assume by the government and not by the school boards or for that
matter the Hospital Board at Buchans. Could rhe minister speak to that
point pleasa?

ME., OTTENHEIHER: Mr, Spesker, in our desilre 1f ar all possible, to provide the

heating services for the schools, and the Miniaster of Haalth is not here,
80 1 can only presume it iz the same rhers for the hoapital, we have not
really gotten into negotiations on the cost factor because we wish not to
add what could be another complicavien. Primarly what we hope to accomplish
is the provision of healb, so we have not¢in education, T think T am right
probably in saying in health,gotten into any aegatiatiﬂns as to any ccsé
sharing or how the cost will be borne.

MR. ROBERTS: I can understand that, Mr. Speaker, but ecould the minister
tell us what the éovernmént’ﬁ policy will be? We were through this before
gnd the éggt af thiz type of moving bollers, setting them up, housing them,
the men ate,, could be aubstantial. I do not know the detailed siruation
of the finances of the Exploits Vallev Board or the Integrated HBoard in the
ares. 1 do not knov them but I suspect like evary other school board

they just could not find this sort of money In other words, 1t may be 2
Procrustean bed policy, to provide help without giwving the financial
sesistance. Could the minister, 1f he cannot indicate government policy,
eould he indicate whether this could he given consideration? I think they
are golng to need some additional help,

MR, UTTENHEIMER: ¥r, Spesker, I certainly will answer it perhaps negatively

by saying that certainly the schools will not be provided with heating
services becsuse of financial reguivements, 1 shall repeat that I ap not
yet gsure that there will in fact be a heating service for either of the
schools,is something that is being worked on butr certainly achools at
Buchans will not he deprived of heating faciliries hecause of any financial

burden on thease school bhoards. This we are presuming is not going to last

940G
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ad infinitum, I would not say for the next thres vears.

MR, NEARY: Hr. Speaker, asbout twelve days age ths honourable Premier
promised the Concexned {itizen’s Group that within a week of their
presentation,which was twelve days sgo,that he would state government

policy on the Downtown Complex, Is the honourable the Premier in a position
now, Sir, to make the statement?

FON., ¥, D, MODRES {PREMIER}: TFirst of all, Mr. Speakey, as the honourable

wmember for Bell Island normally does, he has misconstrued what was said
twelve days ago. There was no commitwment of a speciflic date as to when
govarnment poiiay will be clear but I can may, Mr. Speaker, that the
dociment praaeﬁted by the Coneerned Citizen's Group has been under study.
He amre ﬁét.in a position to say anything,other than what we have said
before,at this time and thet 48,1t i3 primarly a municipal responsibility
end at puch time as the government becomes involved else such time as

we are in a2 position to make a corment on the reéresentation they wade to
us, we have no further comment until ope or the other of these things
result.

MR, ﬁEAR?: 'Mr. Speaker, T wonder if the Minister of Justice has been
ahle to caﬁsﬁlt with his colleague, the Minister of Transportation and
Communications,on whether or not the Motor Registration Office hours are
going to ﬁe extended this year for the issuing of licence plares,in view of
the fégt thét 1 wnderstand there is some trouble with the computers and
they are not petting the plates out on time?

MR. BICKMAN: He I have not, Mr. Speaﬁer, the Minister of Communications
and Trahsportatien is presently in 3t. Barbe Sourh or 3t. Barbe Horth. He
was in St. Barbe South, T balieved he crossed the boxder inte St. Barbe
Horth without any interfereﬁce. I.héve not been able to communicate with him.

MR. M. MARTTIN: Mr, Speaker, T wish to direct 2 guestion to the honourable

Mintater of Recreation and Rehabilitstion. In much the same vein as the one

1 put fortﬁ yesterday, 1n view of the fact that the supply problem on the
coast 15 a perennial one which is aggraveted this'yeaf by the non - delivery

of 5uﬁﬁlies on thé last coast steamers, I would iiké fur the honouvable
minister to inform the House yhat provision has been made to deal with what is

240
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¥

gn impending smergency in many commmnizies around the coast?

Bod, J. ROUSSEAU (MINISTER OF BECHYATION AND REHABILITATION): Is it an dmpending

smargency now of in the apring or next winter?

ME, MARTIN: I would just 1ike to gualify this, 1f I may. I had some
communication from 2 couple of the merchants there who informed me that
heéansa of the incressed buving power created by the LIP projects there is
a rm on supplies and that they are going to be short within a matter of
weegs, i

MR, ROUSSEAY: Well, the only thing T can say right now is that we are not
going tﬁ.lﬁt any community in Labrador snd I am sure in the rest of

the province be without any essential supplies, yhen we determine which
supplies.are eéseatiei and 1€ 4t iz an emergency situation,I em sure we will
do everything we can to vectify the situacion.

MR, MARTIN: Aﬁcghat guestion, Mr, Spesker, I wish to direct to the
hcaourabie the Premier. Rega:ding tﬁa same matter,] would 1ike for the
hﬁunﬁrable Premier to inform the Houss as to why the functiom of providing
such emaréeﬂcy a;rvice which was so adeguately performed by the Department
of Recreation and Rehabilivation,why this function was removed to the
Emergency Heasures Grgaﬁization Gffice which do not seem to bhe able to

be shle té cope with the problem?

MR, MﬁﬁRES: 3r. Speaker, the situstion was that there was a committes

set up, involving the Emergency Measures Office rogether with government, bo
try and forecast what the problem weuld be with the severe ice condicions
and that primarly at that time regardsd the northern area of the provinee,
The icé condition in Labrador, as the honourable wember knows,is annual,

it happens svery year. I emn only say that together with the Minister of
Recreation ané R&hshiiitgtian,tagecher_wiah the Minister of Social Assistance,
thgt.aii the ngcegaagy_atapg will be taeken te ensure that the necessary
fsailitiéa ané the neaéssary pupplies and so on, the critical ﬁnes,Qiii ba

avaiiahble te the aves which the honourable membsr iz concerned abour.

HE, E, WINSOH: Mr. Spesker, in the light of what the honourable the

Hinister of Recreation and Rehsbilitation has stated,thar the government have
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offered 2 four cent per pound subsidy for freight to be airlifted into
Labrador, I wonder if, (I do not know whether I should address this question
to the heonourable minister or in the zbsence of the Minister of Transportation
and Communications maybe I should address 1t to the honourable the Premier )
The government have received requests from the people of Fogo and Chanmge
Islands for a freight subsidy. They were very appreciative of a subsidy
given for passengers bur during the ice blockade,which still exists and

may for a considerable time yvef, the people of Fogo Island and Change Island
have to pay the minimum of twelve cents per pound for freight which must be
airlifted in there. in the light of what the honeurasble Minister of
Recreation and Hehabilitation stated, 1f we are going to offer it to one

part of the province, then why not the other?

MR, MODORES: Hr. Speaker, 1 cannot answer the question for the honourable
mesber for Fogo in that all the ianlared parts of the provinee, zll those
that have suffersd because of weather conditions snd ice blockades and

#o on, will be the subject of the same atudy by this committee,fo make sure
that the services are adequate for the people Involved.

MR. WINSOR: My, Speaker, that may be all right for the furure but what
abour the present? The present now we are concerned with, not a year hence,
HMR. MOORES: Mr. Speaker, I wight remind the honoursble member that we always
deal with the present and not the past as is the case in the opposition.

MR. MARTIN: My, Speaker, we are dealing with the future and the present,
-Mey T ask what the honourable the Premler is prepared to do about freighr
which has been flown in without subsidy in the past? 1 refer to the past
couple of months — specifically referring to that ares Iin the Straits from
L'Anse~gu-Clair te Red Bay.

MR, MOORES: Mr, Speaker, 1t is very difficult to talk about what has
happened in the past faw months any wore than In the past twentv-thres years.
Whnat 1 am prepared to do is for the honourable membey for Labrador South

and the honourable member for Fogo to sit down with the honoursble Minister of
Behabilitation and Recreation and the honoursble Minister of Sociasl Assistance

and get an Immediate solutlon te any outstanding problems that there may be,
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starting as of now, 1f these four gentlemen ave prepared to ger at it
MR, WINSCR: 1 thank the honourable Premier for thar offer but the
request has been made to govermment gquite szome time ape for this freight
auhaidy and no action has been taken. Afr freight has been flown in

to Fogo Island and Change Island since the lst. of January., There was
no zction then and we had ro plead and plead o get the air passenger
subsidy. HNow the honourahle Premier and the honoursble members have the
habir of doing that for years,

MR, EPFAKER: Order, pleass.

MR, WINSOR: 1r is not this past twenty-threes vearsz, it is the present.
MR. SPRAKER: The honourable member for Fogo 1 am sure realizes that he
wag out of order and he was making = speech and not asking a question.
MR, WINSOR: I am gorry, Mr. Spezker, but it thkes some people longer to

get the point across to the government,

2420
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to bring it acrosgs to rhe government.
MR. MOORES: UWNot according to me. There are also some people longing
to say it.

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

MR. SPEAKER: It being Private Members' Day we shall procesd with
motion 5 on the Order Paper. 1 think the hon. Minlster of Education
adjourned the debate laar night.

HON., G.R, OTTENHEIMER{MINISTER OF EDUCATION): Mr. Speaker, I last

spoke briefly on this very interesting and exciting topic on last
private members’ day. I am certainly looking forward to hearing
more, not of myself, but of the debate. (No,no do not go too far,
1 am jusz going to he a minute). T am telling the hon. gentleman
uot to wander too far because while there may be other speakers
there may not be and 1f the House Leader put the question and the
hon. gentleman out of the House certainly he would cry "fowl,"”
MR, NEARY: {Inaudible} I would love to speak to it.

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Very good. So, Mr. Speaker, 1 shall have to

forege the opportanity of having anything more to say and probably
forege the pleasure of hearing the hon. member for Bell Island
speak on this resclution which has been such an exciting one, a
debate where there has been no repetitiorner anything, perhaps one
of the most enlightening ones.But I do want to get down and see
what developments there may come in the course of the afterncon on
the situvation with respect to Buchans.

S0 T think the hon. gentleman will understand that I am
not slighting by any means his resolution 1f I do in fact absent
myself and keep working in that area.

MR, NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, it looka llke the government benches
have run out of speakers. They have run cut of stean.

MR, MURPHY: We have run into an emergency.

Do
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ME. HEARY: I have an emergency in my offlce right now, Mr, Speaker,
& young lady who has been fired by McLlean this wmorning.and T was just
trying to find out why when I had o come back intoc the House.

MR, MUBPHY: That iz the member's fault.

MR, HEARY: It is not the member’s fault. Another example of the
turnover in the steff they are having down there at Melean's offices.

How, Mr.Speaker, to conclude the debate on my request that
this hon. House appoint a selepct commirtes to investigate the
relationship between Mr. George McLean and the government, the various
government departments, crown corporaticns and corporationz and
individuals doiog business with the government, to investigate such
relationships, Mr, Speasker, and to determine whether there iz indeed
a conflict of interest in the govermment's retention of the McLean
Organization, ;ay I agein, 5ir, repeat some of the grounds for my
request. Number one, Silr, in my introduction of this resolution I
asked the government to explain why $116,056.97,tc be exact,wss paid
gut of the public treasury for the period ending June 30, 1972, to
George Mclean Public Relations,

Well, Sir, the excuse that I received from the hon., the
Premier for lashing out $116,000 of the tax payers money was that
this was a progress paysment. Well I contend, Sir, it was an advance
to Mr. HMclean because up to that point, up to the end of -June, 1972,
no work had been preformed by Mclean, 5o how could it he'a progress
payment? It was an advanced, Sir, an advance to Mclean to set up
an audio-vigual office in this province.

Humber two, Sir, and this is only common sense and in
keeping with good business practices, why did not the govermment
invite presentations from other public relations {irms and ¢call
tenders for slide pregsentations and films? There were no invitations

to other public velatlons firms, Bir, to make presentations. There
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were no second cholces. There were no tenders called for siide
presentations and films and it appears, Sir, that more emphasis was
placed on the amount of work produced or the awmeount produced rather
than the quality of the work., HNow we have heard an explanation

from the hon. the Premier and some of the ministers on the opposite
gide that you do not call tenders for public relations. You nmight

net call tenders, Mr. Spesker, but you invite presentations and

you select the best presentation at the lowest cost, This is the

same ap calling tenders, Sir, and yet we were told by the hon. Premier
back in June of last year that Mclean would bid on govermment contracts
the same as anybody else. Well, Sir, we have now been told that no
tenders were called, no invitations to make presentations were asked
for from other fimms. it is possible, Mr. Speaker, because I have
checked this Q;t and the experts tell me that it 1is possible to call
tenders for glide presentations and for film work.

Humber three, Sir, and the Premier has not answered this to
our satisfaction, in the midst of the ERCO controversy last year,why
was Mclean allowed to issue press releases for both the govermment
and the campan;? Number four, and this is probably the wost serious
charge of all, Sir, involving the triangle arrangement between
Melean, the government and the province's new fiscal agents, Burns
Brothers and Denton. HMr. Speaker, how can the lawyers down in the
Justice Department, how can the architects of the conflict of interest
legislation drafr effective lepislation which iz going to be brought
into this House in a day or two, how can they draft this legislation,
Sirv, with this kind of & cozy arrangement going on between the
goverment , McLean and the povernment's flscal agents? How, Mr. Speaker,
in all conscience, con the Mclean outfit act for the government st ths
same time that it vepresents the Tory party of this province?

Numbher filve, Mr. Speaker, why did the hon, the Premier and

the government not see it to lovestigate serious charges made by the
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former Minister of Education involving ocutlandish fees and charges

for making a2 number of what would appear to be inexpensive alide
presentations for the Department of Education? What about the serlous
statements  made by the former Minister of Education,of political
patronage? The hon. Leader of the Opposition quoted from thia article
which appeared in the "Toronte Sun,” Mr. Spesker, of January 13,

Yjohn Carter a thirty—eight year cld 3t. John's farmer-businessman
charged he was flung out of the Mpores Cabinet because he was too
strait-laced in his opposition fo political favours.” A pretty

serious charge, Mr. Speaker. In an interview the former Education

and Youth Minister sald He had objected to such things as proposals

to have film strips made by a Tovonto Public Relations Firm at a

cost of 34,000"%hen the strips could have been done by my department,
with our own equipment, for about $500." What a revelation, Mr. Speaker.
Then the former minister who says he was flung out went on and talked
about the United States promotor John Shahesen. Then he sald, ™I was
not Hr. Popularity with Mr. Moores,’ sald Carter, 2 one time president
of the Hewfoundland Progressive Conservative Party. He also ran agalnst

Moores for the party leadership
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said he incurred the Premier's displeasure for stopping an attempt
to have the film strip work go to WACOM Limited, a Toronto
public relations firm, headed by Gesrge Mclean. ‘'McLean had
done publie relations work for the party during the election
campaign,’ sai” Cartar, 'so they are handing him a lot of
cotntracts now.” A litrle bit of payola, Mr. Speaker. ‘Moores
did not openly cverrule my decision to step the strips award,
but I knew he was displeased,’ «aid Carter., Hoores is vacationing
in the West Indies and has failed since last Friday to answer
repeated telephone calls about the charges. He is due back in
Hewfoundland on Januavyy 12.7

Here is what Mclean says agbout this, here iz what Mr. Mclean
says about all this, Mr. Speaker. Mclean said his company,
is vow deing‘film srrips for the ¥ewfoundland Government in several
departments. “But we feel very proud of our work since it is
being done by us in Canada rather than in Boston as was the casge
before.”" Regarding Carter’'s objections, McLean says, "the former
ninister had wanted to perscnally appear early and often in one
of the film strips to be used in the schocls.” HMclean said his
company . has producad film strips for the Departments of Tourism,
Fisheries and Hipghways. "HACOM has mlso established z filve man
office in St. John's,” he said.

Ygarter noted,” just listen to thism, Mr. Speaker, Carter
noted that both Moores and Justice HMinister Alex Hickman, had
been the guests Iin Florida recently of Shaheen and they were there
to watch the last Appole moon shot. 'Shaheen is getting along
Just as well, 1f not better, with them now as he ever did with
Joay,' claimed Carter,’ and this is headed "Newfoundland Government
Could Teach Joey Tricka."

. 1 would say they certainly can, Sir, if what the former
Minister of Education says 1as truez We have not seen anything

to dlaeprove what the former minilster sald. A cabinet minister did
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not bresk his oath of gecrecy,as far as 7 can see, guestions the
administration because of what appeared o him to bes political
patronage, pavola, graft 1f you wish, I do not know 1f that ig

2 propar tevm, Mr, Speaker. 1t is 2 strong word bub it certainly
looks that way. A little bie of graft from Mr., McLean, and a
former minister makes this statement.

It was not the member for Bell Island or the Lesder of
the Opposition or the member for Whits Bay South, S5ir, It was
not a Liberal who mald iz, it wes one of the bigpest, strongest
Tories in this province. It is brushed aside by the Premler,
brushad aside.

On numbsr six, Mr, Speaker, why did not the Minister of
Pinance or the honpoursble Premier when they were speaking in this
debate, why did they not explain subhead 1412-05-086 ~ Public
mformation Service - $43,0007 An irem strongly criticlzed
by the Auditor General in his annusl report to the House of
issembly for the year ended March 31, 1972, Why, Mr. Speaker,
were we told by the Minlarer of Fisheries, in the House of
Asgenbly, in June of last yeaf, that there wers no contracts in
his depariment and he gald he could not see any involvement. To
quote the honourable minister, Mr. Speaker, he said, "I cannot
sse any involvement., I cannot answer that one specifically.”

Yer, Sir, the Auditor General in his report fells us that 543,000
wag lashed ocut to McLean without suthority, ne authority for it.

If the minister wanted to, he could stand on the floor
af this chsé and he could tell us some hair-raising stories about
My, McLean, Mr. Speakar.‘&hawé amy other minister on that side
of the House, The Minister of Fisheries knows what it 1s like to
have hiz arm twisted, to be browbeaten into piving HMcLean
government contracts,on instructions and orders from the Office

of the Premier., They are fiot writfen zcontyacts sither, Mr. Speaker.
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I challenged the government when I introduced this resoclution,
"produce the contracts,” I said, "lay them om the table of the

Housge "

They have not produced them yet, Mr., Speaker, because
thare are no written contracts. Contracts are given out at
the whims of the Premier. Whenever Mr. Mclean comes begping
for another Job, a call from the Office of the Premier and
ingtructions are given te find some work for Melean, The
Minilater of Fisherles kuows thiz. Why 4id he not get up in
this honourable House during this debate and rell us the truth
of this matter?

June 23, 1972, gquoting from Hansard, the verbatim report
of this House, Sir, " Mz, Cheeseman -'There are no existing
centracts in the Department of Fisgheries and I cammot see any
involvement. 1 cannot answer that one specifically. I cannot
see any connection that it would have with Burgeo. To my

knowledge, not' The minister knows full well that his
officlals have been bludpeoned Into paying Mclean, giving MclLean
advance payments on account, no work performed. I would like to
tell the honourable minister this, seeing he did not have the
courags Lo geﬁ up in this debate, I would like to tell the
honourable minister what Mr. Mclean thinks of him,

“Last Christmas, Silr, wvhen they were doing a film on
the fishery, a phone call came through to Mr. MeLean's affice
down at Elizabeth Towers,from Toronto,ssking one of the employess
to work overtime, to get some work done on the fighery film. This
particular employee did not want to work during the Christmas
period, so Mclean says, "Do not worry sbout it, we will pay
you double. We will double your pay if you will work during
the Christmas holidays on this film." Finally the employee said,
"Ho, I am not golng to work. I do pot went ro work during the

Christmas holiday.” Hr. Helesn is alleged to have sald to this

employee, "Look, we have been paild for this film, We do anot have
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gny work done on it snd that srupld Hinister of Pisheriss, Chesseman,
ig likely to ask for the film,” That is what Hr. Melaan thinks

of the honourable Minister of Fisheries. I am zurprised that

such an honocurable gentleman would sir in his =est in this

House tengue~tied and a2llow this sert of skulduggery o go

on right underneath his nose, 3ir, it is a terrible situation.

HMr. Speaker, I reminded the honourable Premier,in the
dehate three wesks ago, that eleven days afrer the honourable
the Premler had installed himself on the eighth Ffloor, one of the
first pleces of correspondence that came inte his office was
from Mr. McLesn, bagging for wark. That is true, My, Speasker,
1f it is not true, then why 4id not the honourable Premier
see fir to check his files and find ocur 1f Mr. HcLean had written
him on Jenusry 29, 1972, eleven days after he had become Premier
of this province? Instead of brushing the matter aside by stating
he did not recall getting any such letter. He did not recalll
Did he ask his secretary or some of the flunkies down on the
aighth floor to check the files? HNo, he just said he did not
recall.

Humbar elght, Yr. Speaker, why did the honoursble the
Pramler appear to mislead the House on June 28, 1972,when he
atated, when we were doing the item by item debate on the estimates,
he sald, v"certainly thers is nothing in my department that he has
been involved in. Any particular proiect that comes up,” sald
the Premier, in any department that hie services spply, he is
eligible to bid on it as other will be.”

The Premier has not denied saying thias. Bis asnawer waas,

"Hell ask the Leader of the Opposition, he told us, you cannot
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call tenders on public relations work.” Well, Sir, I have had plenty

of rime over the last three weeks to check all over Horth America

gnd 1 have heen told by people whe know that what you do In cases of
this sort is invite presentation. Then you select the best presentation
at the best cost that you can get, Did the honourable the Premier do
this? Wo, Mr, Speaker, of courss not. It was not done, fir. The
Premier d4id not live up to his word.

MR. MDORES:  That is not gulte true, the firat presentation was to

be made on March...

MR. NEARY: There was one presentation.

MR, MDORES: {Inaudible)

MR, KEARY: Thers were np other presentations.

MR, MDORES: Excellent .

MR. WEARY: Humber (%), Mr. Speaker, what sbout the reports that the
Mclean organization and 1ts subsidiaries ars in constant difficuley
with the provinclal civil service? What about this? The rumours are
widespread, Sir, io this bullding and in this city éverybody knows
about it except the govermment, The govermment do not know aboutr it,

how the empleyees of Mr., McLean come in and stsﬁd'up, they‘ére the only
ones who can do it, wait for their cheque, pass in an invoice, rush
down to the Department of Finance,where the minister’'s cfficials make
out a cheque, it iz brought back and given to them within ten or fifteén
minutes.

MR. CROSBIE: It i8 the £irst I have heard of it.

MR. HEARY: The minister had better check on it, because it 15 not the
first I have heard of it, The officials azre browbeaten, Sir, browbeaten
into submission.

Humber {1} I asked this question when 1 Introduced this
resolution. Where did the money come from for Melean to set up an audio-
vigual company here in Hewfoundland and for the purchase of equipment?
Wumber {11} Why does the company here have such a large turnover In
staff? Only one employee has been with the company in the one year that

it has bezen in operation in this province 1n both offices, The
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honourable Premier 1s tryimg fo be smart now, he say$;he rhinka:
"We will vote for ic,” 1f che honoursble Premier had any sense he
would vote for it because it is s pratty servicus matter.

MR, HOORES:  The honourable member for Bell Island...

MR, HEARY: ¥y, Speaker, I do not know 1if that is an invitation or
aopt. If 4t is an ipvitation, the ansver is no, Sir.

ME. W.H.BOWE:  You will have the member voting againat the motion.
MR, HEARY: Not interested. Hor for sale, Sir, not intsrested.
The honourable Premier knows that I azm not for sale.

HR. MDORED: Ho, you are just buyable.

MR, HEARY: The honourable Premier knows that.

AW HOW. MEMBYR: For rent.

MR, MOORES: That is right.
WP, HEARY: T will deal with that, ¥r. Spesker, when the time comes.

¥R . HOORES: Do not pay now, pay later.

ME., BEARY: There are two forms of law in this province, Mr. Speaker,
ene for the rich and one for the ppor. Over on Bell Island, Sir, a
few welfere Teciplents are belpg investigared for alleged abuse of
welinve.

AN HOM. MEMBER:  There is one.

MR, KFARY: o, notf one. It is nor the member for Bell Island that is
being investigated, If anybody iz being dnvestigated 1t is the member
wie made the charges in thiz House, the unpubstentiated charges., Here
we have a public enguiry, Sir, a public enguiry dnvestigating four or
five hundred welfare recipients on Bell Island for trying to patch up
their pnor little homes,

Mit, MODRES:  You sre against public enquiries.

MH. HEARY: I #m not against public enquiries, I am all for them,
¥R, MOORES: Then what are you shooting off abour?

VR, HEARY: What T am saying is this, Mr. Gpeaker, there is a lavw

for the rich and 8 law for the poor io this province. Here we have

MelLesn sucking out of this province this year, ocut of the publie
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.
treasury alone,a half miilion dollsrms. A haif million dellars and
that is only directly from the public treasury., How much ia Mr.
McLean sucking sut of Shaheen Natural Resources which are depending
indirectly for their very existence upon the taxpayers of this
province? How much is he taking ont of ERCO, National Sea Products,
the Linerboard Mil117 Mr. Speaker,

AN HOH, MEMBER: Tt 48 terminated.

MR, NEARY: It ia terminsted. How much did he, T asked,in this
£iscal vear? How much?

AN HON. MEMBER:  {Inaudible)

MR. CROSBIE:  Ho, no it was more than that.

MR, HEARY: Ministers came ints this House and tabled thelr

presentations. We have not had one from the Minister of Filnance nor

the Minizrer of Fducation nor the Minigrey of Social Services nor all

the other ministers representing departments that McLean has his hooks

into.

MR. MOORES: The Minister of Education did.

MR. NEARY: The Minister of Education did nort.

WR. MOORES: He did too.

MR, NEARY: He did not verbally, He did pot give us the total amount.

Be 4did not, if he d4id,7 would have 1t.

MR. MDORES:  You would?

MR. HEARY: T would and I do not have it. Members of rhe House do

not have it. The Minister of Education did not make a presentation

and he did not tell ue what the total amount was that was spent with

MclLean in that department, The Minister withour Portfolic knows that.
Number {12} Mr.queakar, and I want to deal with this matter

of the letter. I would lilke to know who authorized the Minister of

Finance,who was also Minister of Economic Development at the time,to

hecome involved in these hipgh-pressure tactics used to sell advertising

for what I call this "scruffy tourist booklet” that was put out and

why 80,000 copies of 1t were dumped either in Robin Hood Bay or burnt
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in the inciperators in Torvonto?
MR. DOYLE: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. Those figures are one
hundred percent incorreci,as the honourable member knows.

AN BOH. WMEMBER: VWhat is the point of order?

ME, DUYLE: The point of ordey is that the honourable member is
gquoting totally Incorrect figures and he is quite aware of 1t,

MR, W.H.BOWE: Hr. Sneaker, to speak to the so-called point of
order: What the honourable minister has done is dispute & fact or
an opinion given by the honourable member for Bell Island, it has
nothing to do with the rules or the orders of this House.

MR, MDORES: To the point of order, Mr. Speaker. I think it
probably is out of order but what I think wy honourable colleapue
was trying te say i3 that the member for Bell Island is normelly
one hundred percent incorrser.

MR. NEARY: We have him back. We heve him back in rhe province and
1 have him back on his feet. That i3 a major accomplishment, Sir.

A HON. MEMBER: It 48 = meior statement too.

MR, NHEARY: A majlor statement of poliey. Hr. Speaker, lst us deal
with this letter first,and I will dispose of the letter rather guickly.
As the honourable Minister of Finance was sucked into this, and 1t is
not very often the honourable minister maskes a blunder,I can assure
the House of that, not very often but I caught him on this one.

Hers is what the honoursble minister says in this letrter that he
gave to Mclean aboulb a vear agot This will sdvise” he says: 'that the
Government of Hewfoundland and Labrador has corsented to the publication
of the magazine 'Newfoundland and Labrador'72" by Mclean Publie
Helations,for wvhich vour advertising support Is belng golicited,” Since
when, Mr. Spesker, did Mclean or anybody else have to get the consent
of the honourable Minister of Fipance to put out this hooklet? Since
when? Does everybody In the future who is going to ifgsue a publication
on Hewfoundland have to come to the honourable Minister of Finance to

get his consent? Is this a new law that we have not heard about? No
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wonder the honourable Minister of Finance would hang his head in
shame. Then he says; "For which your sdvertising support is belng
solicited.” Do you know what Mr. McLean did with that letter, Mr.
Speakkr?

There was another letter written then by Public Relations
Congultants Limired. This letter was sent around, there was a lot
of propaganda in it and do you know what they sald to ell thage
potential advertisers? "Please refer to enclosed letter from
honourable John C.Crosbie.” It was a form of blackmail, ¥r. Spesker,
that is what it wae. I do not think the honoursble minister will
make that mistake again, that was a boo boo! He got caught, he knows

he did.
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Hy. Heary.

Thé honourable minister knows T caught him with hig finger ~ no not

with hiz finger in the pie but slmost,.l suppose. We mey even get

the miniater to vote for this resolution bafore we are finishad

with him. You knowv something else about this tourist booklet,

¥y, Speaker, we were told by the Minisrer without Porifoells, the

honoursble Premier and & couple of other ministers, 1 believa the

Minister of Fipance told us too that Mr. Mclean was not pald for

these two advertisements that showed a plcture of the honoursble

Presier and a plcture of the Minister of Provincial Affairs and Services
They were not paid., That is true, 5ir. I made that

statenent when I introduced the resclution. 1 sald that they ware

not paid. 1t i3 not thar they d4id not try to get paid, Sir, because

I have herz in my hand {I am godng to table thig) an invelee, July 14,

1972, Public Relations Consultants Limited, which were Hcleen's agents,

{I do mot know, Mr. Speaker, if they are an affiliate of HMcLean's or

wot) which says: "Covermment of Hewfoundland, Confederation Building,

St. John's, Newfoundland.” Two pages advertising "ewfoundland and

Labrador, 1272, 51,000." Typed down at the bottom: 'Important,

please mall cheque to sbove address but make payable to Provincial

Tourist Gulde Limited.) Heceived Office of the Premler, racér&s pffice,

July 31, 1972." This invoice was received in the Premler's Office.

Then this was sent from the Premler's OfFfice down to whatever department

was rTesponsible for paying this Bi1l. It was not paid. Mo thanks to the

honourgble the Premier and the povernwent it was not pald, becauss

on August 15, = month later,a second invelce ceme to the government.

This time it originated from Suite 211, Elizsbeth Towers, 5t. John's,

Hewfoundland, dated August 15, ig?zgg%zsvinﬁial Touriast Goalde Limited

te the Department of Economlc Development, Government of Newfoundland

and Labrador, Confederation Bullding, two pages advertising Newfoundland

and ia&rader§“2§72, $1,000, important, please mall cheqgues to above

address and make payable to Provinclsl Tourist Cuide Limited,”
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Mr. Speaker, I would like to table these two documents.

These are authentic. They were not paid,no thanks to ths honourebie
Premiernor anybody {n the govermment. If we got a select committes, we
would find out why they were not paid. They were not paid.
_AN HON. MEM3ER: How clever he is.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Helean tried to browbeat the civil servants

into paying 1t. I have other correspondence that I could table,

Mr. Speaker, and I will table 1t 1if the povermment will agree to set up
this select committee because it invoives a number of people outside

of this House. I can produce the evidence and the witnesses, Sir.

All I need is the gelect commlttee, I will do dt,

MR. MOORES: If T lisgen to the hon. member for Bell Island - a thousand
doliaras worth of building materials. Is that what you are saying?

MR, HEARY: We will deal with the bullding materials. Do not worry
ghout that, The Premier is stooping pretty low now, Mr, Speaker. He
is stcoping pretry low. We will deal with that when the times comes.

The hon. Premler better be prepaved to edther fiing one of hie ministers
vut or the House will fiing him ouc.

MR, MOORES: Or vou will just do it gracefully on your own.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I asked in my original submission why the
ticlean's Companies ware continuously having financial problems as we were
told in ;he infn;matian that we recelved from Toronto? If the hon. the
Minfster without Portiolic wants the source of that information, T would
say, Sir, ;hat the way 1s open to him. He can get the asource of that
information. There is no problem. All the government have to do is

to set up this select committee. The honourable minlster will get the
source of that information quicker than he thinka, It is jpst a smoke
sereen the honourable Qinister put up. I would like ro know, Mr. Speaker,
why government cheques are assigned to the Royal Bank of Canada on

Younge Strest in Toronto?! All we have to do is go down here In the
Regisctry Office, Sir, or read the financial Teports on business in this
province. You can find out,public knowledge. You can find out what

happens to Mr., Mclean's cheques. They are not deposited here, 5ir, this
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great Hewfoundland Company that we hesrd so much about. They are sent
up to the Royal Bank of Canada on Younge Street. I think T asked this
question before. How come thar besides the Electric Reduction Company
of Canada, Mclean also handles public relations for Hational Sea
Products, Labrador Linerboard and the Shaheen Organization? ALl
depending. Sir, directly or indirectly upon the public treasury for
wither thelr existence in this province or for grents and subsidies
from the taxpayers of this provipmce. What sbout the film strips
we are now hearing so much sbout? What iz the dispeaition, Mr. Speaker,
of the 800 per cent profits on these surips? What is the markup on
production costs, agency comalssions, atc., over and above the charges
that are made on the public traassury?

1 made s statement sometime ago, Sir, that if you combine
the Mclesn incows in this province, this vear, including what Mclean
is getting from Shaheen, Hational Ses Products, what he got from the
Linerboard Mill, what he got from tha Eiectric-ﬁeduction Company of
Canada and what came divectly out of the public treasury, it would be
axywhere between three-quarters of a miliion and cne million dollars,
Bir, I am not afrald fo make that statement inside ar outside the
House. The total combined income will be ~ it is 2 half wmillion
divectly from the pabiic'tréasury. Why, Mr, Speaker, has it been
necessary to have special messengers from Toronto delivar st St. John's
Alrport certale films and other documents,cnly to have the messenger
returned oo the next flight to Toronto?

I ask this question, Sir, of the hon. Minister of Tourism.
Why is5 1t necessary to have representatives of Mclean's tag alome with
officials of the Department of Tourism, under jaunts all over North America,
at the expense of the taxpayers of this province? Number seventeen, Sir,
and the Premier made no reference to this: I wanted to know if Mr. McLean

or sny of his assoclates were involved in writing the Speech from the Throne
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or any othery matters relating to Opening Day?

HMr. Speaker, the hongurable the Premler has not
ansvered a sinpgle one of these charges, other than attempt to
distract the House by charging that I was using the immunity of the
House to make such chargea. Mr. Speaker, as a pariismentarvian of
telatively brief experience, the honourable the Premier should know
that the very reason for parliamentary immunity is so that the
elected representatives of the people wmay probe into all threats
to good government. This is s privilege, Mr. Speaker, that is as
old ga the right to vote and elect a candidate of your choice to

a legislative body., It is a practice, Sir,
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MR, NEARY: rhat iz observed throughout the free world. We

inhericed the aystem, Sir, 1 did not meke it wp. 4nyiime,

Hr. Speaker, that the honourable the Premler or anybody on the

other side of the House wish to do away with immunicy of this

House, Sir, then there is a process whereby this can be done. Right

at the tise, or just arcund the same time thsat the honourable

the Premier and his collesgues were making this statement, Mr. Stanfield,

the greast savicur of the Tory Party of Canads, on a vislt to

Hewfoundland,when he appeared on an open line programme on C.J.0.H.,

said this about diplomaric fmmmity or pariismentary immunity.
Obvicusly, Mr. Speaker, the honourable Premisr and his

minister disagree with Mr, Stanfield. He said, "I think the

immuniry should be praserved.”

MR, MARSHALL: T wonder would the honourable member yield the

floor for just & moment because I got a matter of great

revelation to him that he might 1ike o be enlightened.

MR. BEARY: MNo, Mr. Spesker,

MR, MARSHALL: It is a matter of the report of ewpendituras on

the Department of Education,

ME. HEARY: On Buchans?

MR, HARSHALL: Uo on Education, the Departwment of Education, George

Melean, the great -

MR, HEARY: Inaudible.

ME. MARSHALL: May T have ieave, My. Spesker, to table the fourth

or fifth Insrallment of the "Book of Revelations,” for the

honourable the mewber for Bell Island. Ve ware ao anxious to

get 1t for the honourable the member, Mr. Speaker, that we only

have one copy here but we will get extra coples taken now and

circulated,

MR, HEARY: What sbout the pressntation from the Minister of

Sociel Services?
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MR. MARSHALL: We will even translate it for the honourable
member, 1f he wishes we will read it to him,

MR. HEARY: We were told in this honourable House last week that
Mr. MclLean made 2 slide presentation on adoptions, children
availahle for adoption for the Department of Soclal Services.

We do not have it. Well we may as well have ir all.

AN HON, MFMBEN: Wo, we got nothing ro hide,

MR. HEARY: Would the honourable Premier send one of his flunkies
dowmn to get that for us?
MR, MODORES: No, but we will lcok zfter an adopticn if it is
immediate.
MR. NEARY: What can you do, Mr. Spesker. The honourable Premier
would have been favr better off if he had stayed uwp with the
delights of Montreal. Weil T wish I was with the honourable
Premier, I’wish I was with him,

Here is what Mr: Stanfleld says on immunity -
MR, MOORES: Twmmumizy.
Mi. NEARY: Mr, Stanfleld, great saviour of the Tory Party of
Cansada.
MR, HMODRES: Twenumity as opposed to immunization,
MR. NEARY: "I think irmunity should be preserved. Members of
Parlisment have had immunity for hundreds of vyears.

AN HOW. MEMBER: A political pill.

MR, NEARY: "I think it 1s an essentisl part of freedom of
debate and f{ree speech, freedom of frank speech in Parliament.”
How that is what the great idol of the -

HH, MURPHY: Finish the vest.

MR. NEARY: 1 de not have the whole.

ME. MURPHY: Read the rest of {it. Yes, read it all.

MR. WEARY: 1If the honourable minigter wants the script, he

can go and get it the same as I did,



March 21, 1973 Tape Ho. 732 HM - 3

MR, MURPHY: He did not mention it but he certainly referred
zon?empie 3ike you,

MR, HEARY: Mr. Speaker, as I szay, 1f the honoursble Premler

sr the ministers or the government wants to change this lmmunity
in this Houss, then there iz & process whereby this can be done.

Howaver, Mr. Spesker, ip this particular case that we
are debating before the House now, it is interesting to note that
gll the charzes that T made in this honourable House on
Hednesday, February 21, 1373 were already made putside the Houge
ané all the unanswered questions that I put to the government today
znd on February 21, have been repeated time and time sgain, Sir,
putside this honourable Housa, and will be repeated, Mr. Speaker,
ovar and over again in the months shead snd the honourable Premier
knows that E*mada thesa statements cutside of this honourable
House. The honourasble Fremler knows becausme of a li;tle discussion
he and I had down in the corner there last week. I do not repeat
private conversations, Sir.

There is not ona charge, one siatement in here that I would
not vepeat in this House snd have repeared and will continue to
repeat outside this House, So, My, Spesker, this foolish ved
herring the honourable Premler and the minister hawe introduced
in thisz debate will not dupe even the moTe weak  amonpgst rhose
who sre following the shady dealings with the MgLean companies.

S0, Mr. Speaker; may I further point out the weakoess of
the Premier and his choice of publie relations fellow travellers.
The Premier's defence ids less than a wenk defence. What the honourable
Premier said in the House is a nondefence, since he answered not
a aingle ome of the charges to which I drew attention of the
honourable members of this House,

We do, Mr. Speaker, need & sglect’éammit:ea to investigate
these charges, so that, Sir, if there is indeed no conflict of

interest, the povernment may continue its present suspect relationship
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with George Mchean and his associares,
1f, on the other hand, Mr. Speaker, the inveastigation indicates
that there is indeod conflict or even suspiclon of conflict, then
steps must be taken immediately to provide the obvious remedy, Sir.
Regarding my statements, HMr, Spesker, that a select
committee could guite easlly validare them by calling witnesses,
sending for decuments and so forth, the charges that I made,
3iv, would either be wvalidated or they would be thrown out,
¥or instance, Mr. Speaker, to my statement that s vast proportion
of the shoddy touriat booklet, put out at the end of the tourist
season last summer as a private blackmail project by the goverament's
present public relations council, ended up in Robin Hood Bay dump,
there has been no answer. The good of the people of this province
demands that there be an answer.
MR. DOYLE: I rise on a point of perscnal privilege. Oun March 7
in this House, I tabled a document of some six pages which detailed
the velationship between my departmeanr and the Melean (Organizatioen.
fm the sixth of those six pages I clearly stated what happened to
the 100,000 odd copies of that booklets that were printed,
Nuﬁ is the honourable member doubting my words? If so I would
1ike hiwm to say so.
MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, to that point of personal privilege,
I submit there is no polnt of privilege, the honourable gentleman
is merely tryilng to enter into a debate. My colleagus made no
accusation involving the member for Ferryland directly or indirectly.
He iz merely making a statement in debate.
He read the honourable gentleman's statement. T know
exactly whet 1t is worth.
MR. SPEAKER: I have to rule that it is not really a point of
privilege. It is a matter of the difference of opinion between
two honourable members.

MR, HEARY: Thank you, Mr. Speaksr, I gay, Sir, that a select
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committes should be aet up for the good of the people of this
province, They demand an answer to this. To my statement

that Hewfoundlanders hired by the Mclean Organization have left
becauge of the ingight they gained into the umethical practices of
those Ppeople’s publie relavions council, Sir, thers has been

us answetr and a select committse 1s needed to s=cure an answer.

To wmy statement that a substantial amoumt of public monay
was advanced to Mr. MeLean and his assccistes to astabligh an
apdio~vigual company in this province, no answer o my statement,
5ir. To wmy statement of an appeavance of conflict of interest
becsuse of McLean's dealings with firms directly and indirectly ‘
involved iz financing from the public tressury, ne answer. To
wuy statement of political favourivigm to Mr. Mclean for services
tendered on behalf of the Tory Parry im two provineial general
elections and one federal election and for anticipated favours
in the future, no answer, Mr. Speaker. To my statement that high
pressure tactics were being used to securs payments of biils from
varicus government departments and £o suck money ocut of the
government in private business, no ansver, 5ir. To my statament
ther apart from all the other charges that go into make up this
atageering figure of $410,000 of rhe taxpayers woney that Mr. Mcleen
and assoclates get, no answer, Sir. For the good of the people of
this province, they deserve angwers, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, these gnd numerous other questions must be answered
te the satisfaction of all concerned, otherwise Sir, a dark cloud
will hanpg over the hzad of this government and this province for a
long time o come. 1 would go aa far as to puggest, 3ir, that 1f
the people of this province do not pet the answers. then Mr. Mclean
way be responsible for bringing dowm this government.

April 27
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April 27, 1971, when the Miniater of Finance was standing on this
alde of the House, Sir, he amended the Throne Speech and 1 wiil
gquote from Hansard, "Upen the motilon that Mr. Speaker leave the
Chaizr,Mr. Crosbie moved, seconded by the hon. Leader of the Uppesition,
that all words including asd after the word "that" be struck out
and the following be substituted thereof, ’'that an inguiry be
instituted into the eperations of Martin Goldfarb of Toronto with
respect to work underway for the Covermnment of Newfoundland by his
firm and reported political opinion polls underway in the province
by Martin Goldfarb for the Liberal PFarty of Wewfoundland and any
possible conflict of interest or impropriety thereby resulting.,™
Well, Bir, Mr. Coldfarb only received one-fifth, Mr. Gpeaker, of
the rip-off that Mr. Mclean 1s getting out of this province and
the Minister of Pinance when he was here in opposition thought
that this was improper , there was conflicr of interest, Mr, Geldfarb
was working for the Department of Tourism and the Liberal Party at
the same time and that there should have been an investigation for
$75,000 or $80,000, one-fifth of what Mr. MclLean has been paid or
that we know about that has been paid out of the public treasury.

Hell, Sir, I say te the Minister of Finance,if there was
Justification for an investigation at that time and justification
for the wminister to bring a resolution into this House,well then,
Sir, there is certainly justification for my bringing a resclution
into this House when there was a half a million dollars invelved,
and 1 would hope that the Minister of Finance would have the courage
to stand up and vote for this resolution in view of his past
performance in this House.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, may I say it would be far better
if the government used the half million dollars subverted for the

support of the Melean Organization as & loan fund from which low income
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families could borrow to finance over the long-term and at a nominal
xazemcf interest purchases of homes. If such 2 fund were awvallable,
Hr, Speaker, at least cone hundred families would become homeowners
this year, families who at the present time can never hope to be
apything more than victims of the landiords that we have heard so
much about, If the government is going to lash out hundreds of
thousands, a half a million this vear, a mlllion next year and maybe
& million and & half the following vear, if they are going to lash
sut this kind of money for publie relations, Mr. Speaker, then let
them do something that will benafit our people instesd of these
#illy, foolish, one minute television shots of how we should sand
ouy highwayﬁ,aﬁé it is shown so often, Mr. Speaker, that they have
reached the stage of boredom.

RrQESpeakar, in placing this resolution before the House
of Assembly I would ask and hope that in the name of honour and
decency that members on both sides of the House would vote in favour
of this resolution.

ME SPEAKER: it has been moved and seconded that a select committee

of eipht members be appolnted to investigete into and report upon the
matrers set forth above snd any other matters incidental thereto, the said
comaitzee having the power to send for persons and documents and to
gxaming witnesses under osth.

Iz it the pleasure of the Houvae to adopr the motion?

In my opinion the "Nays” have it.

DIVISION:
HR, SPFAYER: Those in favour of the motion please vige: the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Woodward, Mr. W.H. Rowe, Captain Winsor,
My, ¥eary, Mr, F.B. Rowe.

Thoss against the motion please vise: the hon. the Premler,
the hon, the Minister of Labrador Affaira, the hon., the Minister of

Spcial Services and Rehabilitation, the hon, the Hinister of Supply
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and Services, the hon. Mr. Marshall, the hon. the Minister of Finance,
the hon. the Minister of Figheries, the hon, the Minister of Provinclal
&ffairg, Mr. Stagg, Mr. Brett, Mr. Peckford, Hr. Wilson, Mr. Young and
My, Evans.

I declare the motion lost.
MR, SPEAKEHR: Motion (8):
WHEREAS during the past ten years over 60,000 accidents have oceurred
on our highwayas, and
WHEREAS these accldents have resulted In personal injury to over 25,000
people, and
WHEREAS these accidents have resulted in 800 people being kiiled, and
WHEREAS records for the year 1972 indicate an increase in traffic
accidents and injuries of between twenty-five and thirty per cent over
the year 1971, the highest in our history, and
WHEREAS records show that 108 Newfoundlanders were killed in traffie
accidents during the year 1972, the highest number of fatalities in
our history, and
WHERFAS the Newfoundland Safety Council has submitted a brief to rhe
Government supported by a petition of nearly 10,000 licensad drivers
requestiﬁg, among other things, that & Royal Commizsion be zmet up to
examine iato all aspects of the situion.
NOW THEREFORE 37 IT RESOLVED that this House direct the Covernment
to establish immediately a Commission of Engquiry to examine, enquire
into and Investipate all aspects of hiphway safety and that such
Cormission of Enguiry be directed to report back to the Covertment

with their findings and recommendations without undue delay,

MR, ROWE(W.M.): This is from chalk to cheese, Mr, Speaker. We Just
had a highly controversial motion before this House to conclude today
and voted down to the shame of the members of this House. This motion
on the other haﬁd should net be controversial. I see no reason why

all members of this House should not vote Ffor ip.
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The motion is thai this House direct the govermment to
establish immediately a Commission of Enguivry o examine, enguirs
inte and investigate all aspects of highway safety and that such
Commission of Enguiry be directed fo veport back to the government
with their findings and recommendaticons without undue delay,

I had hoped, S8ir, that this motion would be & work of
gupererogation, that it would become redundang, that T would be able
to atand in the Hopuse today and to ask the consent of the House fo
wirhdraw the motion. I had hoped that the govermment by this time
would have sgeeded to the reguest of the Highway Safety Council te
set up a Boval Commission, z Commission of Enquiry te invesiipate
the matters alleged in thelr brief te the povernment some thres or
four weeks ago. I sBee that that has not been done so I have no cholce
today but te progeed with the motion and to make a few brief comments
on it.

Firat of all, Sir, let me go into the magnirude of the
problen facing Newfoundland and Labrader in respect of highway safety,
aceidents, injurles and the carnage on our highway syatem. T have
aome statiscics her&; Bir, which are very revealing, statistics which
many pecple in ﬁawfaunéland anﬁ Labrador and across Canada have hecome
deadenad to, they have very little impact on them. 1 hope that by
reiterating, repeating these statistics or some of them today, thatn
members of the House can look at the whole matter afresh and decide
that apmething should be done to try to curb this érablem of hiphway
aafaty and lack of highway safety in our province. ?hé atatlstics, asm
I have said, ﬁava bheen supplied to me by the ﬂighway.Safety Council
and other aources.in the #rovinse.

One reveéling figﬁreq Sir, ia thé fact that according to
the Highwéy Safety Council, 15,000 young people ev#ry year reach the

driving age, reach the age of seventeen, 15,000, a veritable arwy of
f .
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young men and women who reach the age where legally they can be put
in control of a lethal weapon, the motor vehicle. Another statistic,
Sir, is that about thirty-four per cent of all yoad accidents,more
than one-third per cent of all road accidents involve people under
the age of twenty-four years. Statistics show that one out of every
three teenagers 1s sooner or later invelved in a traffic accident, ona
out of avery three young person between the age of seventeen and
under twenty is involved at some point or another during that period
that they are under twenty in an automobile aceident. The statistics
also show that drivers under the age of twenty total under ten per
cent of all drivers but these same drivers are involved in nearly
sixteen per cent, getting up for double, of all highway fatalities

in our province and over sixteen per cemt of all

L
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motor vehicle accidents, ven per cent of our driving population are Involved
in over aixtsen per cent of our accidents scross this province. The
aceident involvement rate of teenagers, people under twenty, is twice the
average of drivers twenty vears of age and over, The guestion which hrings
to mind, Sir, immedlately is why this should be 80t Young people are ususlly
blessed with acute vision, better reflexes, greater strength, better
rasponse to stimulus,all this sort of thing, yet they are involved in
twice as many aceidents as dvivers over the age of twenty. That is a
revealing statiastie, Sir, and it should be locked at by somebody in an
gxpert capacity to try and determine why that should be so.

During the past ten vears in our province, Mr., Speaker, there have
been 50,000 highway asccidents in this provinee, 6,000 highway accidents
every year in the past ten yvear, and of course it is golng up steadily f
alithe time, Thare have heenlnjuries ag a result of these sccidents. There
have been injuries to 25,000 people over that ten year period, an average of
2500 per wear or over 200 injurles, serious and minor, but 200 injuries on
the average per month In this province. Over that same ten year period
over 800 people, voung and old alike, have been killed, blotted out,
anpihilated as a result of highway accldents. 800 people, eighty

per yaar on the average and going up steadily all the time.

Purdng the year 1972, just past, 2 couple of months ago, there was between
& twenty-five to thirty per cent,nearly & one-third increase in traffic
accidents and ipjuries in this province, an amazing screlevation of highway
accidents in Newfoundland and Labrador. There were 108 people killed in this
province as a result of highway accidents in that same year. The averape for
the ten vears is B0 per year, There were 108 kiiled last vear in this
province as a direct vesult of hipghway accidents. That is two peocple per
week blotted out, killed, Involved in fatalities a5 a result of driving on
our highwsys in Wewfoundland and Labrador.

We are a1l used to gory highway statistics, Mr. Speaker, this accident
which occurred in Ontarie a day or two ago is found to be interested and

horrible for z day or two then it fades,recedes into the backpround again-
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We are getting used to gory statistics, gory happenings and horrible
experiences like that one. But I would like to merely mention to members
ef the House and the public for a moment, mention what would happen if
suddenly in this provinee oy in Canada a disease, a new disease were to
gcour, were to happen,which had the effect of killing in the run of a
year 108 peopls or two people per week in this provines, Particulsarly

if such fatalities related to the greater part to young people, perhaps
people imder the age of twenty~five years, people in their prime. 1 am
sure that in that case, Mr. Speaker, thers would be quite an cutery, guite
a political agitation of every type to do something about that kind of

an occurance which was killing two people per week or an average of zay
one hundred per year in this province.

But unfortunately we have become blase and minterested about what 1is
happening really on the highways, the carnage on the highways in the province.
The statistics become even more intolerable when they are projected a little
bit Into the future.The statisticlans or the people who spend thelr time
doing this kind of unpleasant job say that one oput of two peoplie, one out
of every two people who drive today elther has been involved in & motor
vehicle gecident in which he suffered a disabling Injury or will be
involved in the future in an aceident which results in dissbility or death,
one out of rfwo people alive today either has already or will at some time
during  his 1ife in the years to come,statistically one out of every two
will be involved and disabled in pome way 88 a resultr of a motor vehicle
aceident.

How, Sir, these statistics are horrible in the extreme,in my estimation.
I think that the reason we bacome blasé about it and uninterested in these
types of statistics 43 thar first of all we are go accustomed to hearing
them over the radio and over television or reading it in the newspaper and
mecondly, there seems to be & feeling afcot that there is nothing that can
be done about it anyway., that it is a price which must be paid 1f we are

going to have the convenience of driving in cars over our highways.
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1 de not subscribes, My. Spesker, to that visw. T think that there can
be a remarkable redpction in the number of accidents and the number of
fatalities on our highwavs. I think there 1 nsed for a comuiasion of
enguiry to inquire inro the causes of aceldents in Hewioundland and to come
up with some recommendations. I am not saying that we in licile Wewfoundland
and Labrador should try and do some original research, whet 1 am saying is
that we should ecollate and tzke the information which we can obtain elsevhere
and see what use we can make of that, Alsp, Sir, we should lock at some of
the unique problems in Newfoundland and Labrador dirr roads and great
expanses of gravel voesds snd this sort of thing. Look at some of the unique
and at least different problems and see If that can be coped with in a hetter
way than we have heen doing in the past.

The brief of the Newfoundland Safety Council asked the govermment for
a number of things. The brief asked that # commission of engquiry be set
up to look into an improved licencing system where for example people
zpplying for licences should underge physical tests and tests for vision
to see how acute thelr eyesight is,for example, and as people get older
zmd older they should be subjected to teste to make sure that people are
really physically fit to drive,

They ask thet there should be s high school driver education course, On
on that point, Hr. Speaker, 1t should be noted that studies conducted by
sxperts in the fleld show that drivers are capablz of driving twice as
safely as they do. That 1z 2 statistie. The studies show that young people
for example who were trained to drive in high school drive twice as safely
as those vho are not trained fo drive., In other words, drivers who underwent
a driving course before getting their licences, vho did this in high scheol,
have only one-half of the accident rate which drivers have if they did not
have such a drivers ecourse ia high school.

In other words, it iz possible that by that reason alons,the studies and
the statistics and fipures show,to cut in half the number of accidents which
w2 are having in this province and indeed anyvhere slse in the world,in

Canada, for ezample. The Hewfoundland Safety Council offersd s high school
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driver education course in this province, I believe it started some tinme
eerly in February, forty-nine hours of intensive training, actual on-site
training as well driving cars and this sort of thing, forty-nine hours of
training at s no-profit cost of fifty-five dollars. Ho profit at all to
iz, this is the cost  par person of condocting this kind of a drivers .
course. ~ This I would submit, Sir, ie smzll in terms of the damage which
ir will avert in the future and the agony and injury and that sort of thing
which 1t will avert in the future but large when it comes to an individual
femily with onz or more students In school aetually coming up with fifty~five
dollare on the spur of the moment to sllow their school children to learn
how to drive properly.

A guestion which I would ask on this particular point, coneerning
driver education courses, is just how relevant our education system is
anyway? TPerhaps the honourable member for St. Barbe Worth might have a
word oy twe to say on this. THow relevant Is our education system, Mr.
Speaker, when there is not included in the curriculum something which is
so vitally important to everybody's life? The Jeast an education system
should do,in =y estimation, Mr. Speaker, is to traln people how to survive
in the 1ife ahead. As we have seen from the statistics which I have

quoted,the problem of
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gurviving an sceldent or getting out of an accident without some
disabling injury is becoming increamingly less ns time goss on,
¥More and more people in our soclety,as more traffic and more roads
come inteo being, are going to be involved in this sort of thing.
%o, the least we can do is Iinsist that our high schools have some
kind of 2 course which offers people at lesast a decent chance for
survival on our highways.

The cost of such a universal course in highways, Mr. Speaker,
I would submit would be a very small percentage of the damages and
agony and injuries which would othgr@ise orcur, In other words, the
cpst in personal property alone of not having this kind of & course
would be far, far greater, many times greater than the actual cost
to the state, to the government or to boards of education,of having
such & course, free of charge,to the voung people in cut province.

The fourth thing vhieh the Highway Safety Council Brief
asks the government was that there be more stringent regulations. I
gm not sure 1f there are even any regulations now but more atringent
regulations concerning Briver  Inatructors’ Schools which we all ses
in operation in Hewfoundland. I would say that these people are
providing a good service but the Highway Safety Council think that they
can provide z betger service and that there should be stricter regulations
governing the operations of these Driver Instructors Schools.

They also ask that thsere be 2 bicyele licensing svatem.

Thevy also say that there should be a point system for people who
are involved dn i{nfractions of the lazw, that there should he a
demerit svstem, that points should be deducred from peoples total number
of points,leading up to 2 polint where perhaps the license of that person

might be lost or suspended. To me, Mr. Speaker, there is nothing

more basically unfair in this world than the aystem of fines vhich
we now have for traffic violations.

For a man who is making two, three, four or five thousand dollars
& year, a twentv-five or fifty or a hundred dollar fine for speeding is
an asutronomical Fine and cuts into the welfare of his famlly. For a man
making ten, fifteen, twentv or as some neople in our soclety eiphiy and

a hundred thougand dollava a vear, what is n twenty-five dolliar or a
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hundred dollar fine for that matter? Mothing at all, a drop in the
bucker.

The unfairness of the system 1s such that there is a greater
sanction on one segment of our soclety, a greater pressure with regard
to traffic violations than on other parts and portions of our society.

1 think that the point system as recommended by the Highway
Safety Council is a good thing that should be brought in so that every-
body im put on the same footing when it comes to infraction of the law,
bresking of the highwny regulations and everyone,be he rich or poor,
reallzes that by lesing serrain points for - or however the thing works -
for rraffic violations, thevy all stand the same chance of losing their
licenses or having thelr licenses spuspended.

Thers are other matters which are not menticned by the Highway
Safety Councll which might ha looked inte by such a Commlssion of Inguiry,
Mra.Speaker‘ For exzample, the Trans Canéda Highway, generally, I think
should be locked at by mome expert body over the next two or three months
to see if it really is the death-trap that a lot of people think it is.
I do not have staristics on this polnt but I would think -~ I believe I
heard somaswere that there are more accldents per capita in this province
then there are on the average across Canada. 1 would say that the Trans
Canada Highway in no small memsure has contributed to that.

fhis Commission of Inquiry,for example, should look Into the
whole idea of three lanes on such 2 highway whare you have one car
coming towards you from one direction and twe lines of traffic going in
the other direction., If therewers ever a sulcide system, Mr. Speaker, in
opération in full davlight, there it is,in my estimation. A Commission
of Ingquiry should look into that asvéct of it and see whether this is
really too unsafe to he allowed in the province for our traffic.

- A Commission of Enqugr? could loock Into the aspect of the sipns
regarding passing on the Trans.Canada f#ighway, the confusion that is
caused by the si?ns which say keap right, slower traffic keep right rather
than say 'keep right exnep: to pass because nabady on the highway ever
thiaks that he is nlcwer ¢raffic. You have the situaticn where people
.are ﬁaqqiﬂy onn the right hand 1ﬁne or ﬁeon1e are getting impatient

hecause gomeone i85 ériving nlﬂw in the left hand lane. All this sort of
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thing ahould be locked inte by a Commission of Enquiry. It is not
beyond the wit of man to look Into these thinge, Me. Spesker. Wea
should also agudystatistics on the Trans Canada Highway to see where
aceidents are occuring, where sericus accidents are oceuring on that
highway and see if thers ave some death traps on that highway which
should be lovked at,and the problems velating thereto should be
remedied by extra construction or by warning or by somerhing. The
public should know what are the dangercus parts of the Trans Canada
Highway, certainly the parts fhat are morve dangervous than others.

The other roads in the province: Anvone who has driven in
the rural areas of Hewfoundland mugst be appalled at the fact that the
roads go along cliffs and wind around and there are very few guardralls
in evidence. If vyou hapren to gﬁ out of control on one of these roads,
you end up going down & sheer precipice. The question of guardrails
should be locked into and the best kind of guardrails for the roads
of.this pxnvinca,sarticuiarly off the Trans Canada Highway.

Perhaps the question of insurance should be looked into by
such 2 gommission as well because as much agony as 1s caused by
accidents on the highway, there is slso additional agony caused by
the people who have been dnvelved in an accident, make.a claim for
damages In court, succeed in thei% claim and find that their injuries
cannot he adequately compensated for either because the person who
was driving the other ear and who was at fault had no insurance and was
not r&quifed to have insurance ov hecsuse the limits {n the insurance
policy were not high enough or because the judgement recovery limits
wefe not high eﬁﬁugh. A Commission oé Enquiry should lock inte those
questions. Thev should answer the guestisn as to whether in this
prnviné&.we shauid have a no~§au1t Insurance asystem. That may be too
hroad a guestion to ask this Commission of énquiiy Sut perhaps we could
gef somé.preliéinary notion from theﬁ, Mr..Speaker, a8 to whether there
should be a ﬁnmfauit insurance scheme. | |

.. They should also pefhavs méke reﬁnmﬁendations fc the government
régﬂrﬁing.raisiﬁﬂ the ce#nulserv limit:on inéurance policies from whatever

it is now to a higher limit so thaot somebody who is injuried in a carv
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accident snd perhaps is entitled to 2 claim for damages or enticled

to damages in the amount of two or three hundred thousand dollars,

and these are vertainly not out of line if somebody is turmed into’

a vegetable as a result of an accldent and has o have intensive care

for the rest of his or her life. Twe or three hundred thousand dollarts
for such care is certainly not out of line and this 1s the tendancy

of recent judgements not only in this province but across Canada.

S0, the question of how high limits or how low limits on Insurance
policies should be would be , 1 think, a good question for this Commission
of Enquiry te go into.

Also, certainly this Commission of Enquiry would hardly need o
inguire intoc this situation and that is the judgement recovery situation
where T helleve the limits are now thirty-five thousand dollars. That is
if pomeone is injuried in an accident and the person who injuries them
and who 1s at fault cannot bé found and has no Insurance. Judgement
Recovery Limited pays damages up to the amount of thirty-five thousand
dollars. Well, that in this dav and age is too trifling an amount, Mr.
Speaker, and should be raised and perhaps the Commission of Enquiry could
indicate to the government how much 1t should be ralsed to., The Commission
of gnquiry could losk inte the whole question using data from sther
provinces and statistics in our own province, look Inzo the whole auestion
of accident-prone drivers, drivers in this proviace who have been involved
in many more than thelr share of the accldents.

For example, thers is some very high flgure which represents the
parcentage of accidents which are caused by the same persons time and
time again. Some very hiph propertion, relatively speaking very high

vroportion of the population
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are the same ones every time involved in accidents. This Commission

of Enquiry could report to the government on what other jurisdictions

have done about such accident-prome drivers, whether it means suspending
licences or prohiblting them from driving or something. ILook at other
Jurisdictions and see what they have done concerning this whole question.
Then thers 1s the questisn, of zourse, of drinking and driving which

has not been wiped out, which has not even been solved but has been
brought down somevhat by the breathalizer which has been brought inte
operation in the past several years. Ferhaps this Commission of Enquiry
can give us some information, some recommendations on what kind of
penzlties, other than the normal penalty under the Criminal Cede, should
apply te people who are invelved In accidents a3 a result of drinking

or being impalired - penalties with regard to suspension or cancellation
of thelr licences, This same commission could exanmine other jurisdicrions
again,such as Sweden,which for example has taken a very strong line
against people who ars driving when they are under the influsnce of

ldguor and get involved in accldents.

Mr. Speaker, it is a very unsavoury but true statistic that
across Canadaz some £1fvy per cent of the accidents which have ocourred
have involved the conzumption of liquor. In other words, perhaps 1f something
can be done sbout this drisking and driving problem, we may be able fo
reduce the accldent rate, perhaps not by Eifty per cent but by some
very large and substantial proportion and that togeather with driver
education would perhaps have a very salutary pffect on the whole problenm
of highway safety which 1s presently confronting us,

How, Mr. Speaker, finslly in my few remarks let we repeat
again what I said earlier. Such a roval compission does not have to be
expensive and it does not have to be time consuming. They should do, as
I have said,not any original reseavch into problems which have slrasady
bgen examined by jurisdictions throughout the world. They should bs able

to collate this information, gather in this informstion, look at recommendations
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of other jurisdictions, see what they have done in other jurisdictions
and see what the rssults have been. They do not have to do any
original research in respect of that kind of informarion. They can do
some research into our distinect, unique snd peculiar problems in Rewfoundland;
a romd system which is very extensive, the dirt roads, the gravel roads
we hava, the paved voads and the Trans Canada Highway. Perhaps thare
are some unique or at least different problems there which this Commiassion
of Enquiry could look inte and could make some recommendatioms on.

I would say, Sir, that such a Commission of pnquiry could
look into zhis whole situation and repcr£ back to the government within
& matter of months, three, four, five or six wonths and that then the
govermment would be im a position, hopefully, to bring in some better
lzws than we have now.

Let me say in conclusion that when I was a member of an
administration, I think thereWeTl€ on one or two occasions & request
made to us by the Safety Councll to have a royal commission enquiry into
trraffic safety and the cause of traffic accidents in our provinee. I am
gorry new { I was sorry then) but other wise people won the day at that
time. I am sorryy now and I was sorry then that we did not have a commlssion
of engulry in the past two or threse years, when the accident rate in
this province started to shoot up phenomenally . It is never toc late,
My, Spesker, to take this kind of a measure, especially in view of the
fact that in 1972 there was a far greater increase I believe in the
sccident, injury and fatality rate than there has been over a similar
period of time before in the history of our provinca. I think that the
year 1972 should setrve as an object lesson to all of us. The accident
rate and the rate of fatalities and the horrible injuries that resulted
from car accidents, all of that is shooting up at too grsat a rate. I
would say that when 1973 is finished, we will find that the rate of increase

has been even greater than im 1972, especlally in view of the harsh winter
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rhat we have had in many parts of the proviacs. It is never too late.

I hope 1 do not hear {rom any memhars of the other side, Mr. Speakey,any-
thing iikeswell you had your opportunity o do it when you were In. I am
‘getting kind of sick of belng blamed for things that were done or were

not done when I was seven, ailght ov ten vesrs of sge. I was the

mesber of an asdministration for some thrse yeavs. A fair proportion

of thag time, I was a wminister without porifolio, I was a minister of the

crown with departmental duries for two vesys, Mr. Bpeaker, and up to

wy neck in things like the DREE Programme and the other problems of the
province which were confronted by the Dopartment of Community and Soclal

Development, as much so that 1 aad my other colleagues, I would submic,

who mre presently hers today and who sat in the esrilex administration,

the prior administration, really 414 not have oo much opportunity to
think sbout other problems facing the provincs. But now that we

,éf& in opposition,you can take s long vlew of things, you can take &

perspective on things; you have an opportunity to sit back and to

conceptualize a bit and think about the problems In this province. 1

am sorry that I did not take out morvs time bo study this particular problem
“and to recommend to my colleagues, although I had no direct responsibilicy

for 4t, that s roval commission enquirg, a commisalon of enquiry be

et up, Now that I have locked 22 the atagistics, studied the problem,

I find it is something vhich merite some study and sowme quick study

and afficient study,

Hopefully, the mesbers of this House, the mewbers of the
government who concrol the House, the majerity in the House - will accede
to this simple, non-controversial vequest of wyself, which ;ﬁ done
heeause of the brief which has bzen pessed into the government and which
has ravealed the facts gnd statistics which I have tslked sbout here today,
‘I do net see any reason why the government should not do it. There 1s
ne clsim that 1t will be too expensive. 1t ghould not be expensive. There

48 no elaim certainly that 1T is not necessary, bscause iv 1s necessary.
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The figures rhemselwves state that quite clearly, Mr. Speaker.

I have great pleasure, Mr. Speaker, in moving the

resolution.
_MR. MARSHALL: Mr, Speaker, first of 211 let me say at the outset

that according to the last remarks made by the hon. member for

White Bay South,that there is obviously no intention on the government's
part, there could.ée no intention, 4t would be rather ridiculous

£0 attempt to blame, as the honourable membey Indicated, the opposipion
for the traffic acclidents that have occcurred im the past. We know

that they share with us the great concern for the problems which we

have in this particular area.

How the hon. member for White Bay South has introduced a
resolution to thia Rodaa, Mr, Speaker, whiéh,as he has indicated,
contains reaiiy the terms of a brief that was submitted to the
government {I use government in the bread sense. I believe it
was circulated to all members of the House of Asgembly} by the
Safety Councll of Newfoundland, accompanied by a letter from the
president where amongst other things there was requested thils roval
commission which is tha prayer of the resolutiom of the honourable
nmember for White Bay South. I would compliment him for bringing 1t
before the House and certainly for the wvery clear and falr way in which

e pregsented
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HR. HARSHALL: his particular arguments in support of the resolutiom.
Eowever, Mr. Spesker, it would appeay to us, it would certainly appear
¢ us that the major - and this is without derogatring in any way

the arguments that have been brought up in support of the

respiution or dercgaring for that matter which we geuld not want

to do, degrade concern which we should all feel with respect to
highway safety and In any way undarmining the Ffine work of the
Hewfoundland Safery Counclil, really what is vequired iz not

2 commisglon as such, a royal commlssion ar“a study into the
problems, It would probably be a liccle bir too facatiouﬁ to say

we imow a2ll of the problems but we know a great many of the

problems themselves and what is necessary really is the

taking of action, taking éiract getdion and Implementing measures
whichare going to materially fmprove the safety conditons on the
highways of this province.

This we are pledggd te do. This we have been doing and
will continue to do in consultation with such organizations as the
Safery Cuuncil of Newfoundland togather with the other experts.

How, accampanyiug the brief pf the Newfoundland Safety
Council, which I sa;d forms the body rzelly of the resclution, the
hogourables menber for White Bay South,in s statement to the sffact
that all members have recelved this, That there hsve been a
frightening Increass of fatalities, injuries and accidents on our
highway during the past year, this 15 recognized and very sericusly
viewed by the government. HNot only has thers heen an acceleration,
28 a matter of fact, in the past vear but there has been an
soealeration pretty well every vear as the velume of traffic
increases,and more asfringent safety measures need to be taken
as well.

The Safety Council also peinte out, as the honourable
member for White Bay South has, that there iz a need for immediate

action to improve existing conditions,
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How, Mr. Speaker, perhaps it would be beneficial,before
a%varting completely to the remarks of the honcurable member for
White Bay Socuth, to trace some of the items that were brought
up by the Mewfoundland Safety Council, referrved te by the
honoursble member for White Bay South,and address surselves
to the action which this government has tsken with respect
to them.

Firat of all the Safety Council savs and we agree that
thers must necessarily be an improved licencing system in the
province. This was one of the -

HMR. NEARY: There is no quorum.

MR. ZPEAKER: Orpder please. Would the Clerk please count the
Housge?

ME., SPEAKER: There is a gquorum. The honourable member for

S¢, John's East.

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you, Mr, Spesker. As I wes indicating,:

thig matter of highway safety is uppermost really in the minds
of ;hia government and during our term of office we have been
doing &s much as we possibly can and we will continue to improve
the situation,

How with respect to this brief that I was referring
to, of the Mewfoundland Safety Council, they gquite polntedly and
righrly inﬁicate that there i3 need in this province for an
improved licencing position with respert to the liceuncing of
drivers. _In particular they refer to stricter written examinations
whigh_ogght to be taken. They suggest that there be physical
examinations for drivers and stricter road test implemented. How
these are thres of the main headings that the Safety Council has
sddressad itsalf to and in response to this, the government has
consgidered it apd congldered statements of the Safety Council very
carefully and ﬁas agreed that_the;; should be a change in the

written examination.
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The 3Zafety Council put up s question paper with sbout
one humdred questions on it., In considering the representations
b7 the Safety Council in relstlion to the needs of the province
sud the capabilities in the province and the suitabiliry of
a particular paper, it was agreed that we would adopt and the
government is in the.ccursa of adopting & standavd national
written examination paper designed by the Canadian Conferenca
af Motor Trangport Authoritdies for use of this province and
rhis iz in the process of being implemented.

S0 this is ome way in which a royal commission sddresses
iteelf mo that in four months time rhe problem 1s already in the process
of being done and tackled. With respect to the physical examinations
that srve required;understandably the Safety Council have indicated
much more stringently perhaps than "John Q. Public” would really
desire, t@at B person who goes In for a licence should sutomatically
have a physical examination. You can make all the laws you like
Mr. Speaker, but it is Véry hard to impose a law which may not, 1 would
net say it is not completely workable, which wmay not be workable in
infinite detail.

However, in comnection with this, at the last conference that
wag held of Ministers of Highways throughout Canada which the
honourable the Minister of Highways {who,by the way, today unfortunately
is in Corner Brook,is unable to be Eara, he tried to get here but
various cﬂﬁneatiaﬁé did not allow him to bel}, when he was
ap 9ﬁ.the mﬁiﬁland, tﬁey decided that.they weregoing to implement
different tests for vériﬂuﬁ classifications of drivers. For instance
fnstead of ﬁaving.? there is prebaﬁiy.& 1ittle.bit roo much
standardization between the test for a truck driver and an agdinafy
driver fei the purpose of pleésura ériviﬁg in his autnmebile,ané
for motor cycléé,éﬁd ihe modes an& tha'b#us or the nature of
the test, the ha%ﬁnéas of the test sﬁaulé vary, dbvicﬁsly &

truck driver should have an even more stringent one.
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We are going to look at this and we are Iin the process of
looking at it and in dus cpurse we hope to be able to Iimplement
a practical programms with respect to the examination of
certain drivers.

Another item brought up by the Bafety Council was the
need of a relicencing system and rhe Department of Highways
has tahen certain measures with respect to this, Mr. Spesker.
I1f & driver's permit has elapsed for & period of three years or
more, . 1f a person has a physical disabllivy or 1f the police
report that a persen has bad driving habits, there is encugh scope
with the repulations now to require & new teat,and this will be
done. The warious authorities concerned have been told to keep a
very close eye on it.

With vespect to high school driver education thatr the
Safety Council has referred to, that the honourable member for
White Bay South also referred to, this is 3 matter which is
paramount in our mindg 1t i3 a peinr that is very well taken,
”1t is a fact that the accident rate 1s very high for drivers
under the age of twenty. I think the honourable member for
White Bay South indicated that there was an incldence of about
sixteen per cent higher.which i a very, very significant
variation in the numbers of azccidents fprpecple under the
age of twenty.

The deparrtment ls very, very cognizant, ¥r., Spaakey
of this problem. It 48 not really just a problem of course
In the Province of Newfoundland, This iz a problem that iz not ‘
loealized here but is applicablé to many other jurilsdictions
througheut Horth Amevieca. In connection with thig government
have implemented & driver education progrsmme. It has for instance,
and I know the honourable member for Bell Island whe is not here
would be interested in this, it has caused to be produced three driver

education films, and I hate to mention the word again, Mr. Speaker,
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te bring his name up again, by HACOM Limized, alias George Mclean
oz what have you.

But these films have bean, as T say there are three
driver education films, Each film will run between thirteen and
gixteen minutes and will deal with the general driver education
that is necessary to the facts related inm thim province because
in this province we do have probably a little bit more peculiar
sltuation, the dfiving $roblem 1s probably s bit more scute.

The driver education films are being made available to
safety organizations such az the Newfoundland Safery Council and
alase to the various school, the high school students across the
province, Wot only are they being made available butr the government
is encouraging the showing of these films throughout the proviancs,
to the younger drivers. Af the same time we commend very much
the programme that has been iyalemented by the private sector,
by the Nlecundland Safety Council itself,in its driver education

programme for these young people
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This council has done an excellent job and 1t is really an indication
of the type of work that ﬁhe private sector,as 1t were, a private
arg&ﬁizatica can do, and can do beneficially So together as T say we
are very, very aware of the heavy secessity of driver education with
respact Lo our younger people. Ve have raken steps with respect to this
zod we will be taking much firmer steps as the time goes on.
With reapect to grivar education school that was mentioned in the
brief of the Newfeugglgnd Safety Council,there is a body of thought I
know that perheps the examinations ought o be given by officials,I believe
of the Department of Highways rather than by the police themselves, Mr.
Speaker, here again we come to the practicality of the situation, perhaps
a menber of the RCMP or the Newfoundland Constabulary who is expert in
many flelds; perhaps you do need in this day and age and perhaps it may be
more beneficial to Have somebody whose life is sclely devoted to the
purpese of giving examinations to drivers,particularly to vounger drivers,
to test them wiéh reapect Lo thelr reflexes end their ability to drive
and what have you.
But 28 I think the honoursble membar for Lebrader North will agree with
me, we have to face this particular problem in light of cur reaources and in
lightof the practicality of the situation. The aimple fact of the matter
is this that this province cannot afford to place instructérs in every
region of this province. I know;at the same time we are not derogating
the necessity of 1r. Ue would very, very much Jike to be able to do it
1f it could he done. But it is 2 matter of priority of Ffunds and we have
the RCMP, we have the Hewfoundland Constabulary stationed in St. John's
.and the RCMP throughout the rest of Newfoundland,and we have found that this
is the hest system we can utilize, It i3 not a aygtem that - I do not believe
even the Safery Council or any members on the opposite side would peint to
as one of  cronlc reasons for the aceceleration of aceidents in this province.
They have acquitted their jobs well. The government would want to compliment

the forces for what they have done in this particular directien,
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At the same time,when we say that the ideal situation is that we
would iike to have the people themselvas solely devoted to this particular
exercise of training drivers snd testing drivers, unfortunately funds
do not allow at this time. But that iE not te say, Mr. Speaker, this
gavernment will not bear it in mind and as the exigencies of the public
requirements allow from time o time,we will lock to the day when we can
bring in this particular prograrme. However, that should not be taken
as & statement of govermment poliey for the immediate future, although
at the same time 1t should also be not regarded that we are derogating
the ngcesaity of it.
With respect to the point system,we have heard a lot about the point
gystem with respect to licencing and it has many good aspects of 1t It has beaﬁi
. adopted, 1 do not know in how many other provinces of Canada but quite
successfully in many of them. Ve are looking quite hard at the implemeﬁt&tion
of the point aystem with a_view to having it implemented as soon as possible.
We 1n this government want to gvei& the awiul problem that exists from
time to time of arbitrary decisions made by civil servants and administrative
bodies which take awvay & licence from an individual without the recourse of
sdequate appeal.
Now there could be appesl in this direction,perhaps one might say,to
the varinps courts,But when you have such a regulation which is going to
gffece everyhody 1a the pravince?fram all sides of the province. were the
Supzeme.Court is not r&adgly avallable every day, you have to ser up really
some appeal procedure agalnst decisions which wmay be made from time to
time, &gome zpﬂéém,fair;easenable,raticnal appeal board.
I can say, Mr. §peaker, tha:_the implementation of rhis method i3
ngw_b&ing looked at very, very closely. Tt will hopefully he implemented
a8 soon as 1mp1gmentation of the same is practical.
__Naw with respect to this whnig_area, and here again ’we wanft to
gmpbasigg the faet. and again to compliment the honourzble member for White
Bay South for his energy in bringing forth this and his intention in

bringing forth this resoclution which he indicated was noncontreversial, and
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noncontroversial 1t is. But the simple fact of the matter is that we do
ot think rhar a roval cosmission 1s really the mode and manmer by which
this very grave problem can be efficiently tackled in the fastest amd
most expedition manner possible. Rathar we would perfer £s be able to
point to the actions which this government are in the process of taking
which it intends to take with respect to licencing of wehicles, with
respect to driver sducation and with respect to such matters as the
implemenzation of the point system.

How as an Indlication of the concern of the Department of Highways,
concerning this particolar matter, it might be well te point out that from
Jenuary to date, that is from January to March 6 of this year, some 226
sets of licences plates from been removed from vehicles by aurhorized
dealers, and the vehicles aold without plates either for acraping or for
complete overall prior to repistration. So that over the past three months
we have heen putting, as much as ve possibly can, the onus on the inspectors
of motor vehicles to assure that the units concerned are as effective and
#afe as they can possibly be.

How there wérg one or two other points outside of the brief of the
Hewfoundland Safety Council to which the honourable member for White Bay
South referred, which were not included in the positions taken by the
Safety Councll. One of the points was with respect to the Trans Canada
Highway that thés comeission {f sppointed should be looked at to see if it
is 2 dead tvap, WNow I do neot know whether the commission would be the
proper Vehicle,to lock at this particular consideration and certainly to
put that, if there were a commission which in the circumstances I do not
feel there should be, if there were a commission it would net speedily
reporh if 4r had this particular term of reference,

But in any event, Mr., Spesker, cognizant of the fact that we have a
twe lane highway in this province., We are also very cognizant of the fact
that we do not have & railway, a passenger rall service. And cognigant
also o% the real oblipation of the federsl povernment In the matters of

transportation and communication in this province, T would agree with the
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henourable member for White Bay South that it would appear that there are
cerrain zections of the highway in Newfoundland that is a deesd trap, and
cereainly we should be able to look forward to & four lane highway as

spon a8 we possibly can or &t least s four lsme highway and particularly

the area that is much travelled betwesn St. John's and Come by Chance

and the other arsas Iin Placentia Bay where industrialization is growing

up. It would seem to me that the federal goverpment under 1its DREE programmes
should be vprepared to loock at this for the purpose of developing this

pra?ince in accordance with the wanner that is set down by the Department

of Begional and Economic Expansion.

However, T do not think that & royal commission, as I say, wa are
cognizant of the problems with the highway. We are cognizant of the fact
that wve nead a four, at least 2 four lane highway throughout Newfoundland
and we ghall work to our vptmost royal commission or no royal commission
to realiza this as moon as these funde are availsble and when funds are
available 1 say that we have fo really look to the federal government with
repect to the implementation of this because after all we are the only
province in Capada with inferdor transportation facllities providing by
that great organ of the federal govermment, the Canadian National Railways,
we have no passengar raill system. The buses that we have that they put

on our two lane highways themselves
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materially incresse the traffic on the road, materially increase the
risk and certainly there is a moral if not other ducy upon the
federal govermment to provide adequate transporation facilitles in
that ares.

However, I am trying to keep this debate,as the hon. member,
gs velatively mnonpolitical as we can. HNow another point that was
reised and a point I might say that I have thought,aboul from time to time
that the aigns on the highways in this province of "Keep right except
to pass” that they ought to be put up rather than the way they are
now znd the mame way as they did on the mainland. However there are
two bodies of thought with respect te that. The experts say that
the requirement .for all motorists to keep right except when passing
is a standard xulg and 1t i8 a standard rule with respect to thres
lane highways, fcr_a four lane undivided highway or for a four or more
lane divided highway. However it is not the standard rule for a two
lane highway which has merely short climbing lanes iike those of our
Trans Canada Highway, our present situation. TIn other wonds "Keep
right except to pass’” is not the rule with respect to highways of
our nature and I believe that the reasoning behind this 4s that this
iz a matter of safety In itself, They are afraid that people will
be speeding on the right hand side and when they are only climbing
lanes that it could result in dissester where they meet together.

As T have indicated it would seem to me from & layman's point
of viev to be a2 peint well taken bul the advice of the experts,
whom I hesirate to quarrel with to any great degree,.tos often i1s to
the contrarvy and the exglanat}oa ;hare with reapect to joy riders
travelling tac.faaily in the ciimbing lanes, is the tgrminulogy they
use,may be ;he ratiopalie behind it. 1 do not think,with the greatest
respect to the hon. member for White Bay South, I do not think that
it is a proper reference Lo any ;9mmisaian of this nature_thaﬁ the

limits of the insurance be enguired into, no-fault insurance be enguired
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into or judgement recovery. I think this would be anyway too broad,
thatrthe commlesion would be bogged down hopelessly from not being
able to attack the matter with che spesd which the subjsct desires.
For that matter, Mr. Speaker, ln closing,l would like to
indicate that this is a matter which requires the upmost speed. This
is a matter which has concerned this geovernment for some pericd of
time and which we feel can be best dealt with by actions rather than
ancther commission that is geoing te cost this province $30,000 or
$40,000 or $50,000. Now at the same time when we say that I want
to emphaszie again and again and zgain we are not derogating in any
way when we say this, the arguwents so ably presented by the hon.
emﬁmber for White Bay South as to the necessity of traffic safety,
nor are we deropating in any way or overlooking the arguments
prezented by t;e Hewfoundland Safety Council and by the exeeutive
secrevary of that council from time te time, Mr. O'Neill, Mr. O0'Neill
from time to time axpresses his view quite foreefully but that is the
job that he is involved in. The Safety Council, generally speaking,is
doing a great job. We have supported this council as much ag we
possibly can.
I believe last year, if memory serves me correct, there was
@ slight reduction, somewhat of a reduction in the grant te the
Hewfoundland Safety Council,which caused for a time chagrin, I under-
stand by some members of the Safery Council itself, with reapect to
our sgctions. It was all a part of the orderly business of povermment
itzelf and the budgetary requirements. We regreted bhaving to do it
and we look forward to increasing it at zome time in the future as
S00N 48 we puSsibiy can. As I say it did cause a certain amount of
annoyance but I would like to assure the Newfoundland Safety Council
that cur acticns in reducing slightly their grant from the government

were In no way reflective upon the fine and commendable job which

Do
i
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"
they are doing neither is our stand with respect fo this particular
resolution in any way a derogation or undermining in any way the fine
work the safety council is doing.
The point of the matter iz this, Mr. Spezker, that we do not
feel that & Royal Commission as such will do the trick. While we feel
that the problems themselves are exteemely urgent and commend themselves

te the uypmost attention of govermment
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¥r. Harshall
and the quick atteation of government, that governmesnt are very
cognizant of the situation and have beea doing everything we can
and will in the future to implement safety standards within the province

when we do this, we will consult,ss I say,with the experts and
including the Hewfoundland Safety Councill, The commission itself: The
problem is grave. We are dealing with it., We do not feel that the
commission is the way in which 1t can be dealt with most effectively.
MR, WOODWARD: Mr. Speasker, I would like to add a few words to
this particular resolution and T feel that it iz a worthwhile
resolution being brought before this House and debated at:this
particular time. I suppose accidents in this province get wmore
publicity than anything elge, maybe wmore than some poligicians, It
iz not uncem%on to turn on tha raéis and hear of a nusber of people
being killed on the Trans Canada Highway. 1 must say that possibly
elighty per cent of the fatalities, in traffic accidents, are on the
Trans Canada. I am sure 1t has caused the parents of a lot of
students who ave travelling to and fro from 5t. John's and different
parts of the provinge a great concern and perhaps more concernsd
than 1f they are travellling by any other mode of transportation. The
Trans Cenads Highway has been dubbed now to be the deathtrap of
Hewfoundland,

Locking at the safety regulsticns and the regilations

that now apply, T think the concern is a ngmb&r of people, especially
in the rural areas of Wewfoundland, are getting on the Trans Canada
Highway for the first time. 1 wonder, Hr. Speaker, if the number of
people who do get licences - take my own district of Labrador, where
we have relatively littie traffic - with the traffic regulations, people
are not that concerned. We do over n Year probably have a couple of
fatalities on our highways but very litrile as compared to what happens

on tha Trans Canada. [t is not uncommon for & peraon to go and have an
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inspection or to geat a licence without relatively ~ it is very

simple - not knowing possibly what vraffic regularions apply to the

Trans Canada. I know a number of younger people and maybe older

people that hit that Trans Canada for the first time with an

automobile and knew very 1ittle of the traffic regulations that

applisd to the Trans Canada Highway, where they lezrned to drive

in a relatively small community, where there was very little traffic.
Perhaps, HMr. Speaker, when the government do aod 4f

they do feel fit to set up & commission of enquiry, that they emboss

in their regulations the rules that apply to the Trans Canada Highway

and in order fcf a person to get a licence in this province, they

firat must know the traffic rules and regulationz that apply to

{maybe we can.call it the asuper highway} a highway where you have

the high spaééé that apply to the Trans Canada Highway.

’ It is not uncommon now to see three or four people
getting killed in a plle~up on the Trans Canada. When you think in
terms of ecen.city traffic, you will very seldom hear of more than
possibly one fatality in a traffle aceident — the speeds in the cicy
are not that great., When you get a person first taking 2o the
Trans Canads, éll of a sudden you get up to sixty miles an hour,
golng at that particular speed and not knowing the rules or not
knowing how to read,in a lot of cases the traffic signs, then that particular
driver automaticaily becomes & menace on that particular highway.

So then I think this {is the case where we find out that there
are a number of people coming in from the outports, getting on the
Trans Canaﬁa.énd ﬁaturally people from the city as well,

1 remém&er one family who iived in Goose Bay. They

moved into Gander and five
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members of that particular family were killed in one traffic acecident.
it was very tragle indeed, 3ir, slthough this parciculay person may
have known the rules and the regulations that applies to the highways,
the person who was involved in the ozther car did not know the rules
and regulations that applied to the Trans Canada Highway. We have so
many pecple who get on that highway who ware mever taught, because

our reguiations do not encompass or when you learn vour traffic signs,
stc., ete., they are not applicable to the Trans Canada. So T
think in thie respect = another thing that happens in this particular
case, Mr. Speaker, that people.in 5t. John's I know that parents are
now wore concerned then ever fur 2 driver educarion in high schools and
I support it wholeheartedly. Then again in a number of cases where if
you wani youy son u% daughter to train to drive properly, you can take
sdvantage,in S;, Joha's or maybe in Corner Brook,of some private
driving gchoocl. This does not necessarily apply all throughout the
provinca, Chiidren have Eearﬁad to drive or teemégers have learned

o drive zhroﬁgh onge means or another but not necessarily being

tmught properly to drive and to be made awvare of the traffic
regulationa.

So I would welcome, Mr. Sp&éker, gome syatém of training, I
do not think it is the vehicles in as much as this can be, I think,
controlled, 1 support what the government is doing this year by
anférning the ripgid inapéctisna o vehiclies and taking vehicles
off the highéays that are a menasce and not meshanicaily safe on
the highway. I.guppﬁsa this regulation, I feel that over the
vears the inspeciors ét the particﬁiar garages dﬁring licensing
time in lots of rcases ha&e been ve%y lsx and have takéﬁ the five
bucks or seven bucks and given ﬁou a sticker without examining the
particulay vehicle: |

T think that the problem with training, as to why we ars

having the accidents that we are having today, I think this can only
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be corrected by having the proper training. You cannot deny a person
getting a licence 1f you do not set the rules and regulations and
the training for that particular person, 1 feel today that there is
a number of people eapecially in our rural areas who are driving a
car and & number of women who are driving cars but has very little
knowladge about highway.craffic regulations.
HR. MURPHY: WMr. Speaker, I thought I would just have cne or two
words on this subject because no doubt about it it is a very, very
timely topic. As I look back over the vears in this House when we
discussed the estimates of the Department of Highways,I think oneknf
the big things cropping up even in these days, back six or seven
years, was the fact of safe driving on cur Trans Canada Highway. 1
think that everybody agrees that when vou are driving on the Trans
Canada there 1s guite a difference in driving on secondary roads. We
are inclined to ger out there and just aim the car and let her go. I
was quite interested in the remarks of the member for White Bay South
bacause I recall mentioning some of the same things about the safety
and 1 used to call the forty miles between the Salmonier Line and
St. John's the frightful forty and I remember his dad one year was
Minister of Highways and he became quite upset with me and he argued
that the engineering was as pood as you could get at the time. But
I always maintain,and I do not know but the statistics will still
bear it out,that the meoat dangerous part of our Trans Canada is that
area from St., John's out to azbout the Salmonier Line, going up that
way.

But nevertheless with driver education and so on and so
forth,I think it is an excellent thing and anybody who has teenage
boys become quite {mpressed. I know my two boys and I am not in the
favorite class like the member for Bell Island refers, I am not a
millionaire and I am not a lawyer so I only have one car and try

to vie for it at nighttime with my two sons but what ilampresses me
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is that as scon as they get in that car they fasten the safety belr,
which I very saldom do unless 1 am out on the Trans Canada and I think
it 41s a part perhaps of the training that is so essential that 1 think
211 the hon. members referred to,

Basically the need for a Royal Coemission,frankly I do not

see ot that I aa against it
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because of the fact that the other side bringe iv in. I am guite
impressed with the educational films that are being shown,
potwithstanding what the member for Bell Isgland says aboutr them.

The shots on T.V., 1 think they are guite educatiounal, I think they
sort of bring us face to face with the actual safe driving and mage
us aware of tust whar is happening. 1 remember Some years &go there
was a big digeussion on aﬁtemcbile safety and so on and so forth and
the question was asked:"what was the most important part chat went
into & car?” The answer was, "the nut that held the steering wheel.”
I still thigk_that it 1= the human factor that contributes so much
to accidents and guite frankly, I detest driving on the Trans Canada
mysalf. WMo matrer how fast vyou maem to go and you do not always
dyive within the limivs, theve is alwayzs someone who wants to get
tust 8 lictle bhit shead of you.

I think that brings wme back again,l think it iz to three years
age when the honourable member brought up in the House about policing
of the Trana Canade Bipghwav. 1 do not know if the member for White Bay
South remembers this but he said he had made several trips to his
district,l :ﬁiﬂk, and he had not seen & mountie. I think within the
next two or three months, the trips he made, he succeeded in getting a
ticket svery trip. Sameti@es it is the betrer part of discretion net
te mention or criticize any law enforcement yules as far as the Trans
Canada 1s concerned. |
i think quite fraﬂgly, Mr. Speaker, that it places a rterrific
onus on all of ua who drive cars. 1 am very happy, indesed, again with
the inspectilon ihat_is taking place and I was quite amaored at tha
stariatics ﬁngpiieé by the honnufable member for St. John's East. There
have been 2 number of cars removed from the highway, Hhat is
happening and they tell me ai#haugh 1 have never run inte it, that the
sttitude.ia that some of these older cars just do not pive & darn about
accidents or anything else becagﬁe there 1s not that nuch to loge, Ve

are arviving ot & satege of safe drivinp, perhaps 1t iz defensive driving

4G
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that we are emphasizing today. You have to look out for the other
guy too, so you have to be very careful,
" 1 em very happy that this resolution was brought before the

Bouee. Agein I will repeat, T do not see sny necessity for setting

up the trappings of another royal commission to investipate this but

I am sure that everybody and every member of this House has a
personal obligation to stress and assist the Department of Highways

in thelr educetional programmes as far as sefe driving is concerned.
Iz gort of makes you shudder when you read and I get a bit of a

bang ocut of the big controversy that arose over whether the license
plates were i{lluminated or mot. When you look at the accident that
securred two nights ago on highway 400, when vou could not even see the
car not to talk about the license plate 1tself, and the mayhem that
ocecurred there, I think the officlal count was eleven although they
did say that it was sixteen. Just what happens,and we strike 1t quite
often on our own Trans Canada, you are driving aleong and you run into
g flurry and you hesitate to cut dowm on your speed, I think where
we are now in a position - what has added,of course,to the great hazard,
iz the pumber of large busses that are using the Trans Canada. Ig
refer to the Canadian Hatlonal busses and also the transport trucks
that are using the Trans Canada today. Something will have to be
done pretiy soon. I cannot see us building another Trans Canada, but
there is definitely a four-lane highway needed because all we have,
basically, 1s a bit of updating on the old two-lane highway as we
knew 1t, the old Topsail Road,and that has been updated somewhat.
| It is a horrible theught and 2 horrible feeling when you do read
pratty well every weekend where there are so ﬁany accidents, When

the honourable meﬁber far.white Bay South started off with his
statistics, I saild we have two of three choices,i think, condemn the
automohbile, permit no one under twenty-fiwve to drive (these were the
o chaices T aaw?aéeording to statistics which are quite out of the
question) I rhink again, that we must and T say this in all fairness;

8ll of us must look up to the fact of the tremendous hazards that are
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taking place on our highwayz. The more money we gpend on highways,
the more they cost us, the more lives they cost us. When we get a
blacktop everybody wants to drive st least sixty if not geventy or
eighty. On the old dirt roads you drove slower just to favour the
0ld car itself so that it would not sheke aparz, With the paved
highways becoming & part of our every day living, driving at
excessive speeds {5 the practice now rather than the exception.

Mr. Speaker, I.aea no harm in this resclution being brought

in and quite frankly I could not vote for a roval
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commmission because 1 think everybody feels that it is going 2o be rather
mwieldy but I certainly hope that the Department of Highways keeps up
irs educational programme as 1t i3 doing at the present time and that
when we are driving curselves that we show others that by saving a 1life
we are doing the province & good turn.

MB, ¥. B. RBOWE: Mr. Speaker, 1t seems to me that the two honourable members

from St. John's Centre and 5t, John's Fast really agree with this particular
resolution brough In by the mewber for White Bay South. Tor the most

part in their speeches they apreed with practically everything that has been
said by the member for White Bay South except the actual setting up of

the commigsion irself.

Sir, 1t is not such a horrible thing or 2 bad thing for honoursble
merbers on the government side to admit that something brough in by the
oppesition ia a good thing., It is not such a horrible thing for them to
go one step further and support this particular resoiution, particulariy
in 3ight of the statisties thet were so ably presented by the member for
Yhite Eay South.

S8ir, I think there are really two reasons that have not been mentioned
to this point, twe reasons why we should ses such 2 commisgion of enguiry
or & royal commission, One is this, Sir, the member for White Bay South
suggested that people ave pretty complacent, pretty blasé ahout highway
sccidents, about car and truck accidents and this sort of thing, not only
in this province but in many other areas of Worth America. You hear about
somebody dying with a disesse or somebody dying In an air crash and it ge:s
all kindes of publicicy, a wmotor ecar aceident with deaths {5 mentioned in
ene pews bulletin and then that 1z the end of it.

Sir, the other aspect of this 43 that there are many, many injuries
suffered by people in motor car accidents. Injuries which those people
have to live with in all too many cases for the rest of their lives. This
is not dramatized,vhile these people are auffering. So, S5ir, I think what

wg really need here, 1f for no other resson, is a royal commisgion for the
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regeon simply to dramstize and make people more aware of the exiaring
dangers on our highway and the sufferings that are caused to many of our
clitizens,

Sir, another point wmentioned by the membar for St. Jehn's Easat was
that really he agrees with the concept except that the Highway's Department
is trying to do its best now with three films, driver education programmes
and what have you,and that more will be done wehn funds become available.
Well, 5ir, at the present time we have a situation whereby the Hewfoundland
Safety Council and people generally speaking'are concerned about driver safety
in this province whether they are in the university or whether they are in
achools or whether they are members of counceils or whather they are members
of the House of Assembly or whether they are people down in the Department
of Highways or any other branch of government, they come up with a brilliant
or & bright idea, more far-out idea, and it just filters up through scm&éhera.
it may or may not get to the Miniasrer of Highways, it is a flash in the pan
sort of a thing, some publicity may be given to 1t overnight but once
again it dies. 1In other words, there iz sort of a scatter gun or shot
gun approach with reapect to trying to draft uyp what should be done with
regpect to highway safety in thiz province.

5ir, 2 royal commission would go around this province presumably and
it would dramatlze and creat public awareness of the probleme on the hiphways
and it would also consolidate, bring together all the information relating
te the dangers on the highway as well as the many recommendations that can
be made by many of our citizens in this province. So, therefore. these two
reasons alone creating a public avareness. ensolidating, bringing this

atuff together iIn the form of a report 1 think:
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Mr, Speaker,these are two good reasons why we should support
this particular resolution. HNow, S5ir, a few weeks ago {I caanot
remesber whether the hon, Minlaster of Finsnce passed this information
put in this honourable House or whether he did iz through the news media)
the hon. Minister of Finance was talking sbout the prmgresé in this
province over the past year, the economic progress of this province.
Une of the ipdicators he gave for the grear economic progress in
this province was the number of nsw vehicles that were bought in
this province over the past vear. How, Sir, I cannct remember
the exact figurss that the minister gave but he did supggest that
there were more pew vehicles purchased in this province over the past
year than any other year in our history. In fact he gmve the impression
that there was an actual Increase in the rate ¢f new vehicles being
purchased in this province., How, 5ir, this obviously means one simple
thing . that there are simply more vehicles on the highways of this
provinee and om the branch roads of this province.

My colleague, the member for White Bay South,mentioned
the dramastic incresse in new drivers. I believe it was something
Iike 15,000 per year or this year over last year in this province.
We have had z dramatic increase in the nusber of new drivers and a
drsmatic increase in the number of new wehicles.on our highways.
How, 5ir, I do uot want this to be taken as & bit of political
partiganship but I do have the figures heve for various expenditures
in the Department of Highways as presented in the last estimates
brought before the House last year.

Sir, winter malntenance for the year 1971-1%72, 55 million.
This present year 54.3 nillion which means, S1ir, that there was a
decrease last year as compared to the year before on the amount of money
spent on Winter maintenance.

AN HOWN. MEMBER: {Inaudible}.
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MR. F. B. ROWE: They may be incrsased. Wa have zunother wonth,that 1s

eorvect. I mesn this in fact mey go up or it may not. The important
point iz that it represents the Intention of the present administration
with respect to winter malntenance work on our highways.

How, Sir, there 1s no doubt about the fact that & lotv of
the accldents caused in the winter ecan be artribuzed to the lack of
sand being put on some of cur highways, some of the community roads
and what bhave you. All I am simply pointing eut heyve 1s that with
incressed oumbers of drivers, increased numbers of cars on our
bighways and a decreasse inthe vote for winter maintenance has to

contribute towards leas safety on our highways for that reason,

_MR. MURPHY: {Inaudible},

MR, F. 8, ROWE: Well we cen talk about snow clearing. We can talk

about ~ there was = car In oy district there several wesks ago,
A chap left Flower's Cove to go to St, Anthony #nd he was unheard of
for seventy-two hours. He got sruck on the highlands, which 1s about
thirty or forty miles of nothingness. The highway ls almost
nothingness too,l might point out.

Mr. Speaker, it looks like the clock is appreaching six
o'clock so I will move the adjournment of the debate.

fn motion debate adiourned, carried.

MR. SPEAKER: It now being six o'c¢lock I do leave the Chaily unril

tomorrow Thursday at 3:00 P.M.
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