
































































































































































































































April 23, 1974, Tape 1380 {Afternoon) RH -~ 8§

a Rural Development Authority. I am not aware that competence as an
artist confers upon gne any competence for rural development. T
suggest the reason that My. Pratt was picked Ffor this was that he

is an ardent and an out-and-out Tory, campaign manager or a senior
campaign worker for the pentleman from St. Marv's. Seo that is twe
of the threae.

_AN HONOURABLE MEMRER: Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTS: Tt is perfectly true, net scandalous, perfectly true.
Mr. Pratt was interviewed recently by "Mcleans Magazine" and he boasts.
He is entitled te boast if he wish, He boasts about his Tory
affiliation. More powar to him,but let us not pretend that this

Kural Development Authority -

AN HONOURABLE MEMEER: Would the honourahle member permit a question?

MR. ROBERTS: T will not permit anything from the honourable gentle-
man. The government hoasts about the nonpartisan nature of the
Rural Revelopment Authority. 1 am merely pointing cut that it is
filled with political fipures. Now that is five out of six, three
ministers, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Pratt. WNow who is the sixth? Some
nonpartisan figure! Maybe we should get a2 school teacher who has
not been inveived in politics and that is what we have, At least

the first half, we have & schoal teacher, a gentleman who lives in
Milltown,in Ray D'Espoir and Hermitage district, Mr, Albert G, Meede.
Now that should be a familiar name, a very good loser, a gentléman
who honoured himself and his friends by his style,but that is beside
the point. He is the nonpartisan third member.

Now, true, he was on the authority before he sought elective
office with a certain lack of success, but who could pretend that this
is nonparrisan | Sir! We have a Tory candidate, unsuccessful, & Tory
campaign manager and one of the Premier’s closest friends and the
government pretend that this ig nonpartisan .

Then when we lock at the results of the administration of this
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sropramme by this nonpartisan body, what do we see? Lo and
behoeld! The Torv districts are getting about twice as much per
canita as the Liberal districts.

The gentieman from Hermitape when he spoke in the debate on
the amendment to the Address and Reply, made that npoint at some
Tength. It was a valid point. Tt has not been rehutted. 1t can
not be vebutted because the arpument was based on an analysis of
the Faers pried out of the minister, the facts which the minister
had to make public, So it is belnp used,

I went throuph the list today while waiting for Your Honour
o wnil the committee - no less than Four Tory candidates and wmy
iist is only January 13. That was three months age, no less than
four Tory candidates, past Tory candidates,have received grants from
this or loans from this heneficent organization, this nonpartisan
orgenization- no less than four. Henpartisan? ‘“opparcisan, my foot!

Tt i3 shot and rife —
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AN HONOURABLE MEMPER: Tnaudible,
MR, RORERTS: It may to the pentleman from Harbour Main, Sir.

A11 I am saying, Sir, is that this minister is adminisrering
this propgramme in a partisan fashion. That is nor a crime. That is
st an offense to mv knowledge of any of the criminal codes or lavs

of the country.

AN HONDURABRLE MEMREER: Inaudible.

MR, BOBFRTS: Mo, Sir, T am not. 7The honourable pentleman may be
taking’it ag such hut I remind him of the old motto; honi selt qui mal
v pense which has heen adopted by the Bfi:ish royal family among
others and which means, evil be to him who evil thinks. If the
honourable gen£1€man choose. te think cvil, 1 cannot stop what
he thinks. 1 am just prateful that he does think once in a while.
I wish he would do it wore often.

The point is, Mr, Chairman, that this is a partisan
programme. 1t is beinp run on a partisan hasis. It is heing run
by partisan fipures. That is the programme being administered by
the minister. %e should ifust leok a little at it. Some of the
points which were made in this debate eariier - the gentleman from
Bonavista South - I do not mean the member from Bonavista South, I
mean & gentleman, a citizen of Bonavists South who came and asked for
a loan. He asked originallv for 510,600 and he was told that he could
have §5 000, He said, “That is not enough.” He wanted %9 ge into the
gawvmilling business like most of these things are. He said, "That
is not enough.” "Well® they said, "Co ahead and stare.”

%S¢, when he comes hack the next vear and savs, "1 need
more money as I told you I would to get into cperation, to get a
planer to get my operatien going.” They say, "Fine but te give you
more meney, vou will have to repay some. ©Give us back a thousand
te make vour debt $4.,000 and not $5,000. We will give vou $6,000

then. You are only asking for $5,000. We will give vou $6,000 so
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vou will still have 510,000 ourstanding.”

Uhw? T will £ell vou why, Mr. Chairman? An attempr to
cook the hooks. An attempr to have it appear that monies are being
repald. Hell, Siv, in that set of facts the pentloman came to sce
me. 1 would not hesitate to reveal his name te z properly constituted
commitres of enguiry. He put his stzzerments to me in writing.

AN HONOURABLE MFMBEER: Inaudiblc.

MR, BOBEPTE: Ko. YWe will have our enquirles in due course, the
Hank of Montroal and all sorts of things. We will have them,
anliciters therefor.

My, Chairman, the programme is belng run fraudulently
in thar sensa becsuse if the povernment ceme in and sav, Look,
money is being repaid kv theose people,” how many of these are
there? Is this the only case of this? Bid we happen by chance
that among the hundreds of peonle who call us or write to us or
come to sce us in the ecourse of a given dav, did ve happen to net
rhe ope person in all Newfoundland te whom this has been said?

T douht 1f. There mav well be tens or dozens cor scores aor hundroeds
sf people who have been told that to get loans  thev appear to repav
it and arve promptly given it bach. Fven one casc is one case toe
WANY .

We have been told time and time apain by this nonpartissn
board, Mr, Chairman, by the winister and by people in public statements
that the maximum grant is 316,000 or the maximum iscan. [ say hoth
heesuse the statement supplicd to us is headed,”Loans and Orants
made to Januvary 15, 1974.° 1 suspect most of rhese are locans.

In case after case, Sir, seme are given 320,000 or $15,000. 1
tust marked off some of them.

One in Bay B'Espoir was given 520,000, 71 wvender if that
was hefore last November. 1t certainly was not after November.

A pontleman in Winser given 515,000, A gentleman ir Head of Bay
D'Espolr again given $20,000. A gentleman in Labrador piven $20,000.
A gentleman in Gander Bay given $16,000, A gentleman in Salmonier,

S3t. Mary's district, 312,600, A pentleman in Sprinpdale piven $20,000.
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A& pentleman in Notre DName Bay given 515,000. A gentleman in
Bonavista Bay,in Dover, Benavista Nerth district,given $17,000,
it is two gentlemen. There are two names here. That was neot
the one sawmilling? That was nnt the one who geot the 56,000 and
went te Toronto on 1t, was it?

Well, Mr. Chaiman. the gentleman from Harhour Main
not heing able to deal with the facts, is trying to confuse the issue.
T am not saving these people should not have gotrten {t. What T want
to know ig why some people arc told thevy can have only $10,000 and
these people get more than $10,0006. That is what I want to know.
Why make chalk of one and cheese of anotheré

AN HONOURABLFE MEMBER: Most people do not want any more.

MR, ROBERTS: Most people do not wang aﬁy more? That 15 nonsense.
That is completely incorrect. The limir is supposed to he $10,000.
The povernment's programme -

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR, STAGG): Order, please! 9Order, please!

The honourable the Leader of the Opposition has the floor,
honourahle members to my left, and has the right to he heard in silence.
MR. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr. Chalrman. Thev carnot take it. That
is the trouhle.

The question I will repeat. The programme as announced
and laid down was restricted to loans or grants of not more than
$10,000, Now, T want to know why some people are made exceptions
to that programme. That 1s what I wang to knew, Was there poliriesl
favoritism or was there not? The board is shot through with policical
poople. Every person on if is polirical. HNo person on it has any
cxpertise in Rural Tevelopment, not one of the six. They are all
about as relevant as the pentleman from 5t. John's Fast would be.

He thinks, Siv, that a trip overseas is poing to Bell Island.

Chalk of one and cheese of apother, why?  That is
part of the minister's administration of this department. 1 want
to know, Sir. why the cost per jeob has been rising steadily, very
ateadily. That shews, I think, that the programme - Oh! Great

hoasting by the povernment, how many jobs they had created and how
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thare iz a new Jerusalem heine created in this preen and pleasant land
af  ¥aufoundland hy this Pural Developmernt Authority, a great, new
worid, a hrave, new wvorld.

Yhat has happened, 81r, ia that this nropramme i comine ro the
snd of the road unless thev male some mainr chanpes in 46 and 1 will
surregt some mator chanpes because vhat they have done 15 siven nearlv
svervhody whs vants ro pet into the sawmiiling businress some helo, T
sunnose alphty ner ceng aof these loans are for sawmilline onerations.
tha Tasl Parce Peports sav most of them should he put out of business.

The savernment ave evoine tn have an interestine tash ttere. The Task

Poyr snort save that these onerations shouald not he epcournged.
AW OHPMOUPATLE MPMRED Tnaudihle.
MR, ROVTRTS- WMo, Sir. Tr wust he a treat te sit in a cabinet with

rhe peptleman from farhour “air becadse he has an uncannv abilicy.

rnovingly or deliborately or not. to miss the noint. The noint
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is that these neonle hawve heen piven help, That is well and peod.
They have heen piven help. They had ~

AN HON. MEMBER:  Inaudible.

MR, PORERTS: Hgo, Sir, what T am saving is that from now on there
will be very few new sawmills -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudibhle.

MPR. ROBERTS: Mr, Chairman, does the pentleman have -

AN RBOH. MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, CHATRMAN (STAGG): Nrder, please!

The Minister of Provineial Affairs and Environment has on numerous
oceasions this afterncon caused the Chalrman to have to rise and supgest
that the memher to wy right be allowed to be heard in silence. HNow
continual abuse of this vrivilepe is not one that is particularly -
it certainly does not add anvthing to the honourable member's contribution
to the proceedings in eopmittee. T supgest to the honourable member that
he has his chance to be heard in this debate and do se in the proper way.
MR. ROBERTS: Thank vou, Sir.

The noint that T was making is that the povernment claimed that
it ereated, according to the Throne Speech, 7,285 jobs under this
Rural Develonment Authority Programme. How maybe they have, even the
Throne Speech savs 1t, T believe the author of the Throne Speech. It
was not the Governer, he just reads what the government ask him to read -
but let us accept that fact.

Yow I sav that we are goinp to see the rate of increase disappear.
T ask the miniaster, I ask him, I must sav of all the conLemptucus thinpg
done by ministers to he absent from a committee when his owm estimatas
are un. How it is one thing to nip out for a call of nature, so-called,
or a clgarette or a -

AN FON. MEMBFR:  Tnaudihle.

MR. POBFRTS:  Vhen the Minister of Finance's estimates were on, Sir,
ke was never mere than cutside of the door . If he wanted a ciparette he
would stand outside of the door,but the minister is either scared or

cannot answer or 1s contemptuous. It i one or the other,
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But T am toing to suppest to him, in all candour and in all
sincerity that he have a lsok at this nrogramme, with a2 view te seeing
if fir can he vestructured, to use a favour word of the povernment, Tt
iz no longer - T am not sure if it ever worked,but it is no loncer
warking, The eost ner job, 8ir, started at 81,500 ngr job. That was
n Figure taken - ]e#s than $1,500 a iobk - that wag a firure taken from
ne legs than an authority than the Premier, speaking at the 5:. John's
Soatary Club on 18th. of Januarvy 1973,

Tre Fural Twevelonment Authority statement that thev made on
tha Ath. of MMav, 1773, revealed that the cost ser ok has gone up to
33,71 Onothe 11eh, of September, 1973, the Premier surfaced apaln
and snebe to the Hiwvanis Club here in St, John's and the cost then had
anne un to 81, B4R ﬁerriob created. Yov these were the povernment's
s claims. T think that is so much het air kut these are the govermment's
ntn Fiourns.

AN O, MEMRER:  Tnaudible.

MR, ROAFPTS: Eneaking of bot air, the gentleman for Burgeo Wants te
aav somerhing?

R, EVANS: Inaudihle.

MR, ROBERTS:  These are not what the wen get out of i, Bfr. The
pentleman for Hurpeo annarentlv thinks these are the wares nafd, These
are not. These are the povernment's cest wer joh, the government's

awnr fipursas.

e, EVANS:  The cost escalates.

MR, ROATRTS: 0f course. they escalate;, from §1,500 to 81,700 -

§2M8  4s shout a fourteen ner cent increare. The next one $1,84F, thar
im another 5150 _that {is a2 litele under ten ner cent. Tt is costing
more and more to create whatever {ohs there mav be. On the Z24th. of
feeoher, the minfster surfaced hv means of 4 press release. ftas the
minister made a poliev speech since he went out to Stephenville

and announced a great ARDA Propramme that was so much hot air because

ng agreement vas then or has heen since gipned with Ottawa on 4c.
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That wag eight or nine months ago. Tut on the Z4th. of Octcber 1973,
he surfaced and he made a statement. He made a press release. It
revealed that 2,423 jobs had been created at a cost of $2,009 each,
another ten per cent Increase in the cost per ioh.

The Throne Speech interestingly enough does not agree with the
minister's fipures. The Throne Speech only claimed 2,285 fobs, that
is thirtv-nine less and it claimed it bhad heen done for $1,973.00
each,vhich 1s 546.00 ner job less.

8ir, this nropramme,for the reasons I will po into, was never a
paod one. T do not think it ever met the need. I think it was concedived
in a political panic and imnlemented in political haste and has been
administered with political chicanery. The prograsmme is not one aimed
at meeting the needs of rural Hewfoundiand: Tt 15 not one aimed at
developing our rural communities. Tt is a nrogramme, it is designed
solely and onlv te trv and win a few votes for the eovernment.

That is why, T would he vwilling to het, if vou take the Bav
"'Fspoir Area, rhe srants that were made,were made dovm there during
the nerfod when there was no member, when a hv-election was coming up.
Any grants that have heen made in Burgeo, Sir, have been made ton when
there was no member, since 1972.

AN HON, WEMRER: Inaudihle.

MR, ROBERTS: The winister, T saw him walking up and down outside.

MR, NFAPY: T rhought he wag pone to the Governor to nass in his
regipnation.,

MR, PNRFRTS: He has to po to the Premier to nass in his resienation.
Rut, fir, the noint is that this nrogramme 1ig in real trouble., The
cost per job ia poing un. T will po further and say that jobs created
per month are going to drop. Ve have seen by the povernment's claim,
and T stress the word "claim”., Your Henour, the government's claim is
2,300 {obs,in round numbers, created. I do not think there are anvthing
Iike 2,300 jobs but let us say there are. Let us say in tvo vearr thev
have created 2,300 fobs, 100 jebs a wmenth. T am wiliing to het there

will not he half that number created in the next vear because how

many more savmills are we poing to have? That is all they have done ix
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helned a few fellows te get into sawmilis. That is zood, That is well
sut dees the honourahble gentleman for Harbour Maln know what the subsidy
is on 2 gawmill? Tt is ahout 595, N g thousand hoard feer, We

hind gome figures worked out . $95.00 a rthousand board feet 1z the rouph

subsidv that the necple of YWewfoundland are naving,

AN HOR, MEMRED . We will heln the importers -
P, RORERTS: The honourahle gentleman save, "Ve will help the
importers.” Let them helwn the importers if thev want. ¥ care, Sir,

about the lumber industyv, T alse care about the nrice a man mavs,
the price a man navs for the lumber that goes 1anto his home, The
gent? +.n for Harbour Main obviocusly does ner.

Hawr, S54ir, the programme is in trouble., The cost nper fob is
aping un. The numher of 4obs which will be ereated is gnine to drop
precipitously. iIndeed, Sir, it mav have fallen off to 2 standstilil,

The reason 1t is in trouble iz the wav in which it 15 heing administered
and the wav in which 1t was econceived.

My Friend for VYWhite Bav Southk vesterdav, ne, vesterdav in
marliamentary terms, Fridav, the last dav the fommittes sat, teok the
minister's 1ist and T gather that is the merriment 1o nointing out the
rural development's aspects of ir, a bakerv, a verv rural thing,
Excavating., Ah! There is a preat develonment - excavatine. A man in
Carbonear was gilven 57,000 loan for excavating., Yow a fellow down In

N
White Bav YWorth, to show that this s neot npolitieal, Sir, to show that
this is 21l above hoard, was rejected. A man in 5t. Anthonv Fast wanted
§7,008 £o nurchase a hack dinner: rejacted hecause the proteet wvas neither
ich craative nor resource oriented. That iz in Yhite Bav North but in
Carhonear Dirtriet, excavating is apnarently resource oriented and ioh
sreatdve because the man gor §7,000 loan. Interestinp, v, 2 nonpoelitical
thing and verv rurel.

An auts hody shop that is taking advantape of our rural reseources.
That is a cottape industry, Your Homour, Your Honour thas hanrd of cottare
industries? Well an aute bodv shon, a cottapge industry,rural development,

Pulp vood transport, a very valushle thing., A verv wvaluable thing indeed,

4601



Avril 29, 1974 Tape 1382 {Afternoon) PK -~ 5

but hardly rural development. Machine servieing, there is another
cottape industrv. That is home handicrafts, Sir. That {s g figsherman
coming home after a dav at the trans and carrving on, mavhe he should
put it in for the celebhration of work skills or whatever it is that
Mr, Mutheem and his merrv men are un to.

AN HON, MEMBTR: Inaudible,

MR. RMRFRTS: Celehration of work skills, you know, Newfoundland
creative work gkills, Sir: Machine zervicing: Why, Sir, down in
thooping Harhour and Little Tarheur Neer thevy would he doing that tonight
if thev had not left their seven or eight vears apo. They would bhe sitting
arcund in the store, somehodv having an accordion, somehody else would

nrohahly have a fiddle.

4602



May Z&, 1974 Tape He. 1383 - HM - %

There might be, Sir, some medicine being passed around. What
would they be doing? They would not be singing or dancing a jig
or playing forty-fives, they would be machine servicing. 1 can
gee it mow, Sir. It would make 2 great subject for a painting. Here
is another one now a sewing Gentre in Harbour Grace. That is a
very magnificent programme but very rural. I wish they would
sew the honourable gentleman's mouth from Burgeo and La Poile; that
Sir, I would support,

How, Sir, we have in Job's Cove,which is over on the

sin shore of Conception Bay as I recall it, wechanical servicing

but in Joh's Cove mechanical servicing is only $3,700 and in
Trinity, In Trinity Bay, in Trinity dorth Distrier, it is
51,473, So it costy twice as much te mechanical service on the
north shore of Conception Bay as on the nerrh shore of Trinicy
day,

In Gander, a well kaown rural community Gander, it is
something like Spotted Island in Labrador South or Black Tickle,
a rural community Gander. In Cander, Sir, where we the people are
asslsting the following rural enterprise, machine servicing. New
we come out to Plum Polnt in St. Barbe Ssuth Distviect, the northern
end of that district, car body repair, now that I approve of. The
state the government have let the roads get into, Sir, that should
be a thriving business. Indeed if one man could ever make 2 million
he could make it by having 3 car body repalr shop now on the Northern
Peninsula Hiphway, But rural development, Sir, it is pretty hard
to take.

We got a carpenter shop down in Burin gerting 510,000 of &
ilpan, rural development.

AN HON. MEMBER: Bay Roberts?

ME. ROBERTS: What about Bay Roberts? What is this abour Bay Roberts?
ML, WM. ROWE: Bad road.
MR, ROBERTS: The only thing 1 know about bad rosds fin Bay Roberts is

where the honoursble gentleman will not send his bus up to Juniper
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Stump except during the election. In Burgeo we got mechanical
servicing underway. In Victoria we have got, Victoria, Carbonear

1 assume, Carbonear District, a very great rural thing, constructicn.
How many ethers were turned down?

A man in Roddickton was turned down because he wanted to
bhuild a warehouse., Reason given by the government; business would
not supply any jehs, develop any resources, it would create unfair
competition. Well how many hundred construction companies have we
got in Kewfoundland and I do not mean Necco and Seabord and that
size, I mean little fellows who built a house or two or three, who
are not getting Intevest free loans? $10,000 a year interest free
is worth §31,000 or 51,100 or $1,200 gift right new. The bank
chareing eleven and twelve per cent interest, probably more to a
man without a great deal of security, but a gentleman in Victoria
in Carbonear gets constructisn, a grant or a lean.

In Port au Port East, Your Honour would doubtiess be familiar
with this, we have an applliance repair shop. Actually, Sir, it
is an old French speaking custom., That is one of the reasons why
that area sheuld be declared an enclave in the bilingual sense.
Appliance repair shop, I assume that is in French, because if it bhe
in English it certainly does not mean anything at all about rural
development.

Now in Gander Bay South we have pot a very great rural
development programme underway. Gander Bay South is a rural
area. We have television repair and servicing. Now how many
thousand people are there in Newfoundliand who want to pet into
television repair business? Let them come up, The fellow
in Main Brook could not get inte mechanical repair, that was deferred,
“rejected"it says,"subject to later consideration’.not deferved but

rejected. "We are not in that business,"

they said te the man
from White Bay North. The gentleman from Gander Bay South, which is
in Foge District, represented by a Liberal member, pets a loan of

%6,075 for television repair and servicing.

Now here is another interesting one, We have a fisheries
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loan board which puts out a lot of money on longliners and
boats o0 wyary generous fevims, [ think 4t is three per cent
interest. But fishermen no longer need pay any interest, Sir,
because there is a man up in 5v. Jacques in Fortune Bay who was
given a prant of $1600, I am sorry,a lean. HWellT do not know
what it is., A grant or a locan, because they do not break them
down here, te purchase a longliner.

How the Fisheries Loan Beard will net do that., 4 fisherman
from Hermitape District who wants to go into St. Barbe North
o .oy other district, who wants to get a loan,can get his
loan from the loan board, but he has to pay interest on it. [ut
not this gentleman in Sg. Jacgques, in Fortune Bay Bistriect., I wonder
if that was a political one or not. That Is the only lompliner
in the whole thing.

A gentleman in GQlevertown, a fairly rural area, has
been given money for a handicapped project, an electrical shop.
We will be knitting penerators down thers now, and we will he
singing alternators. A man in Jerseyside, down in Placentia Easr,
bas been given a grant or loan of $5,000 for electronic servicing.
Placentia used to be the home of saints and scholars and I hope
still is saints and scholars, but slso now they have got the
rura}l virtues, the old Newfoundland reliance, S5ir, self.reliance,
alectronic servicing. They use it. It may well be for fishing
boats. 1 do not know. 1 have no doubt the project is perfectly
sound but what is it deing in a rural development project?

AN BON, MEMBER: 1 was down last week, I did not see it.

MR. ROBERTS: How about in Bongvista, Bonavista Town -

AN HON. MEMBER: They should have a shrine,

MR. ROBERTS: They have a shrine in Bonavista Town?

AN HON. MEMBER: Ho, Placentias.

MR. ROBERTS: They have a shrine. Well, I do not kmow if the
gentlieman should have a shrine or not. They have got the honourable

member. I guess they may need 2 ghrine.

4603



.

May 29, 1974 Tape Ho. 1383 HM - 4

In Bonavista, 5ir, we have another old Rewfoundland art
form, handicraft, a native skill, one that our people got over
thie yvears, Sir, making thelr living 4in the fishinp grounds, metal
products manufacturing.

Now we come to Musgrave Town in Benavista South Districe
still . The gentleman there has got a rural development project. He
pot a $2500 grant or lean for it, mechanical installation.
oes that mean all the people now who are in the business poing
around Newfoundland and installiing insulation in mechanicals can

get a grant or a loan?

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, perhaps we will call it six o'clock.

MR. ROBERTS: Sure, I mean we will come back after supper.
MR, CHAIRMAN: It now beimg six o'clock 1 do now leave the Chair

untll eight o'clock this evening.
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