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The House met at 3:00 P.H,
Mr. Spesker in the Chair,

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS:

HOM, F. D, MOOBRES (Premfer}: Mr. Speaker, because of events of

tecent days, I rise te give the following statement; 1 want

o agssure this House that the povernment have nothing to hide with
respect to its leasing policies and in particulasr the nepotiations
with Mr. Cralg Dobbin and others, and the government welcomes the
opportunity to make its negotiations public.

First of all the Minister of Public Works and Services
will table,as asgreed last December,all preoposals with reference
to leasing of space by the government vequested last fall, ail
relevant correspondence and the sgreement to lease recommended
to be entered into with the Dobbin interests who had at that time
nade the best proposal.

Secondly, the government have decided to issue =z
public call for tender proposals with reference to gpace needs so
that every possible interested party should have the right to submit
proposals,and in the bope that better terms and conditions may be
received.

Thirdly, povernment will decide,when tender proposals
are recelved in' rezgponse to tender call, whether to proceed to rent
ar build to meet its additional space regquirsments.

Fourthly, the government felt, and still feels. that
the Dobbin proposals were reasonsble and competivive but because of
strong views of some concerned parties will im &ll instances proceed
by public tendsr on propossl calls for any lounp-term leases sven
though this procedure is not common practice elsewhere in Canada, either
in the provinces or with the federal governmeut.

Fifchly, the Public Tender fet which is based primarily
on the Federal Acr,was fully complied with in the instances under
discussion and insofar as the Trizec propesal is concerned, the goverament

have npot succeeded in obtadning from Trizec terme and conditions that
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are satisfactory to government with the result that so far no
agreement has been reached with that corporation.

HOM, E. M. ROBERTS (Leader of the Oppesition): Mr. Speaker,

my colleagues and I, as ail the pecple of the province, welcome

the Premier's statement, T will have an opportunity to debatze it

at a later time. I do not propose to do so now. Of course, Sir,

I think generaliy it is the right and proper thing to be done. We
congratuiate him on it. The one regret is that it cost the ninisterial
carser of one minister to brimpg it to this, hecause the fact remalns
that a deal had been made for that space in Wedgewood Park. T am

glad the government have cancelled thar,and T am glad that they are
now proceeding teo public tenders. We will look forward with interest
o the results of those public tenders being tabled,

I want to add one other thing, Sir. 1 am disappointed
that the Premler made no reference to amending the Public Tenders Act.
The time that act came in the House, thoge of us on this side said
that it had a loophole in it big enough to drive a parbage €ruck through.
It was not s parbage truck, Sir, it was $900,000 a year that got driven
through it. That loophole should be plugged and it should be plugged
in this session, Sir.

PETITIONS:

CAPT. E. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a petiticn from

the people of Musgrave Harbour, Aspen Cove and Ladie Cove, and
the prayer of this petition from the three communities is that
our local development committee support this petition and rates it
2s a number one priority for this area for the following reasons:
Better qualified preduct , gill nets ave tended daily and the
product can be processed fresh and in good conditica. Thie area
has never falled, During the past two years two million pounds were
landed each year.

Employment, and I thisk this is the crux of the
whole petition, Mr. Speaker, empleyment! this is the only iandustry

{n the area, and fishermen feel that a fish plant would employ our
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