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The House met at 3:00 P.M.
Mr, Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: Order!

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS:

The hon. Minister of Justice.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, there have been three industrial

accidents at Labrador (City causing deaths during the past two

weeks. This is indeed regrettable and of great concern to government,
and,in my opinion, warrants a full enquiry. The Industrial Accidents
Enquiries Act, Chapter 165 of the Revised Statutes of Newfoundland
provide that where it appears to the Attorney General that an accident
involving loss of life or bodily injury is of sufficient importance
to require a formal investigation of the accident and of its causes
and circumstances, the Attorney General may by order direct such
investigation to be held. The act also provides that'the Attorney
General may appoint a competent person to hold such investigaticn

and may appoint any person possessing legal, medical and speéial
knowledge to act as assessor in holding the investigation.

I wish to inform this hon. House that pursuant to the
provisions of the Industrial Accidents Enquiries Act, I will, at the
earliest possible date, appoint a competent perscn tc hold an
enguiry into these three fatalities. It seems clear to me that the
Industrial Accidents Enquiries Act envisages a full enquiry in this
type of case which will be a public enguiry with the commissioner
having very broad powers of investigation. I have reached this conclusion
after consultation with my colleagues, the Minister of Mines and
Energy, the Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations, as well as'}he
Director of Publice Prasécutions. I hope to be in a position to announce

the name of the commissioner so appointed to conduct such enquiry within

one week,

a0
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, we on this side welcome the announcement

of the government's decision. We have all read with regret of the
three separate accidents which have claimed lives. It is a matter of
great regret that all three have occurred within the one industrial
operation, the Iron Ore Company of Canada's operation at Labrador
City. There has obviously been considerable public pressure, and
pressure from the union,to have an enquiry into the circumstances

of these three accidents. And I would hope as well - or let me

deal with that. The government have made the right response by
undertaking to have this enquiry carried out. I can only say that

I hope the commissioner is appointed gquickly. I hope he holds

his hearings quickly after his appointment, and that his repert

is presented quickly., These, I realize, are not matters within

the control of government, All the government can do 'is appoint

a commissioner. But I would hope that in appointing a man or

a woman to carry out this task that they weouid ask - I think it is

a proper thing to ask of a commissioner,- ask indeed before his
appointment to get an assurance that he or she, as the case may be,
will neet quickly with those concerned, will undertake the enquiry
quickly to expedite it, and then get us a report. Because it is obvious
that there is a great deal of public concern. In fact this morning's

issue of The Daily News has in ‘it a story quoting - I am not sure

if it quotes a gentleman by name - but quoting union scurces within

the Steelworkers Local that represents the men at this operation

saying, "They want the whole operation closed down because of this.”
Well that obvicusly is not, to my knewledge, justified. I do not see
any case for it at thisgstage, but it is obvious that we must have a -
quick investigation. That operation over the years, I think, has been

.

has h

[
[N

relatively safe. I am nct aware of very many fataliries., It
a very good record. 4nd all of a sudden thev have three within a period

of ~ what? - ten days, a fortnig

MR, NEARY: Ten days.
»R. RCBLRIS: Ten davs. “I mean it

g9
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may or may not indicate something seriously wrong. It certainly is
extremely unfortunate. If there is some serious problem with the
administration or the operation of the Labrador iron ore, the

I0CC operation at Labrador City, then it should be made public
speedily. -

So really éll we say is that the investigation should begin
quickly. I hope it will not be restricted to simply the circumstances
surrounding the deaths of these three gentlemen, that it will be a
broader one in looking into at least the whole IOCC operation and
possibly even the Wabush Mines §peration just across the lake which
is so similar to the IOCC operation that really if there is a problem
with one, the odds are the same problem occurs at the other. But we

walcome it, I hope the comiissioner will be appointed quickly and

I hope the report will be brought down speedily.

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further ministerial statcments?

The hon. Minister of Social Servicges.

MR. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, I would like to explain how my

department is planning to carry out its share of the special job
creation programme that was announced in the Throne Speech., The

House is aware that $2 million has been provided for this purpose

and of that amount $702,000 has been allocated to the Department

of Social Services, This money will be spent by my department

on jobs for able-bodied social assistance recipients. This means

that there will be an immediate saving in social assistance expenditures
for every person we put tec work.

Specifigally our plans call for undertaking twenty~seven labour-
intensive community deVQIOpment projects in various parts of the
Province. These projects will be relatively small and thus easily
manageable. Each project will employ an average of fifteen persoms.
In total we plan to create approximately 400 jcbs. As indicated this
will result in a corresponding reduction in our able-bodied social

assistance case load. These projects are already planned and woerk om
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them will commence almost immediately.

Many of the projects will have lasting value to individuals
in communities. For example, repairs to houses,and somebody has
written here, improved fishing facilities, That is a vety poor
example. Actually we only have I think it is twb very small projects
in this respect and it is only where our own Department of Fisheries
or the federal government could not or would neot get imnvolved,

Sir, I will be the first to concede that this effort in job
creation is not a cure-all for the whole unemployment problem in
the Province. But at least it is a positive step in the right
direction. By employing social assistance recipients we are striking

at the most stubborn aspect of the problem,.

MR, NEARY: Where is the money coming from to provide the
employment?
MR. BRETT: Sir, there are several distinct advantages to be

gained by allocating job creation money to a Social Service
Department., I have already mentioned the mest important advantage.
It is namely the provision of gainful employment to able~bodied
social assistance recipients., While this fact alome almost justifies
the expenditure, there are a number of beneficial side effects which
should not be overlocked, For example, many of those who will be
employed will be given hope and incentive from the work experience
and will go on from there to other jobs. We know from experience
that this is what happens when these people are given a chance.

As a matter of interest we have observed as a result of our
employment opportunities programme that approximately cne-half of
those who participate in these projects wove on from there to
independence and do not come back on the welfare rolls,

From the beginning of our employment opportunities preogramme
there has been a steady decrease in the number of cases of able-
bodied social assistance. For example, in December, 1271 - that
is before this government came to power - there were 9,200 azble-

bodisd social assistance cases on cur payroll and in the Intervenling

w:
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five years we have cut this in half.
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For example,in December of

1976 we had a total of 5,196 cases.

SOME HOXN., MEMBERS:

_MR. BREIT:

MR. SPEAKER:

_MR. BRETT:
explain it here but I am sure
it at a later date. I am not

here that we have taken 5,000

we have never seen them since,

Order, please!

This is not supposed to be a debate.

Oh, oh!

If I may, Mr. Speaker,

1 do not want to

I will get the opportunity to explain
suggesting and neither is anyone over

people off the welfare roll and that

This is not what we are saying. But

[e]
2
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Mr. Brett:
what we are saying in effect is that we have been responsible for
putting at least 5,000,maybe more.,people into jobs such as LIP

and so on that would never have been there but for our effort.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear. ’
MR. BRETT: For this very reasongthat nobody ever went out to

try to get these people to work. I am not suggesting that we created
the jobs, but I am suggesting that we got them to go to work. That

is what I am saying, and this is what we are saying.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. BRLTT: Sir, let me digress for a minute to tell you a little -
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order! The procedure under Ministerial

Statements is being somewhat strained, and the hon. minister
should obviously stick to his statement of govermment policy, ang
there should really be no interruptions, and any hon. member entitled
to speak thereafter of course have to abide by the same rules.
The hon. Minister of Social Services.
MR. BRETT: Okay, Sir, let me digress. for a minute to tell vou
a little about our Fmplovment Opportunities Division which was set up
in the Department of Sceial Services when this government took cffica.The
*division is small bYcomparisoﬁ with some of the big money spending
divisions in the department; in fact, it is a money saver. And its
mission is the vocational rehabilitation of abled-bodied social
assistance recipients. And the House will be interested to know
that, as I said before,something like 5,000 recipients have been
placed in gainful employment and/or in training and upgrading
through the efforts of this particular givision. And of course the
division works hand-in-glove with the field social workers who refer
the people and provide support and eancouragement t¢ the man and to the
family in keeping them on the job. And in short, Sir, it is a team
effort, and a truly worth-while social service.
Let me now mention ancther advantage in allocating
jodb creation money to social services. Very little of it is spend on

administration and heavy equipment. Actually the planning and the
o

oversight ¢f the preojects will be carried out by the permanent



February 8, 1977 Tape 78 PK - 2

Mr. Brett:

staff of my department, mainly by our special project's officers,
and we have five of them attached to regional offices across the
Province. These special project officers are fully cccupied with
creating employment opportunities for social assistance récipients.
And we also have our own accdunting and our own payroll staff to
handle this type of werk.

S5ir, later on in the session I hope to tell the House more
about the plans of the 'department for this kindxof endeavour,this
special kind of endeavour,during the coming fiscal year. As for
the projects, Sir, they will be tabled in the House hopefully tomorrow,
I found out today that maybe one or two of them could overlaﬁ with
LIP, and we were not aware of this when we started. We checked
very thoroughly with LIP, because we did not want this to happen.
But we found out today that one or two of them may have overlapped
and we have to correct that.

Also we have some funds for Labrador. And for obvious
reasons the ﬁrojects have not been named as vet. There are also one
or two projects in the East Ccast that-have not been named. So the
list is not actually complete right now, but it should be by tomorrow
or at least before Friday, and I will table it in the Eouse.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear. hear!

MR. SPEARER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. ROBERTS: I am not allowed to debate the minister's statement

so I shall not, although T must say it is unfair, and I venture to
suggest improper,in the best sense of that wofd,of the minister to
try and spneak in a statement that is a form of debate in 3 procedure
where we are not allow to debate it,

However,I have a few minutes left in the Throne Speech,
my talls on the Throne Speech debate, and so I shall have an
opportunity te¢ expose some of the fallacies in the minister'’s
statement. I shall deal with it there at some length, because 1 think

nis statement.wnila I accent the words he uses as being correct and

REL
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Mr. Roberts:

accurate,of course, his statement is misleading, inaccurate, I cannot
say maliciocus, mischievous I think I am allowed to say within the
rules. And I suggest an example of the fact that this 500 job
programme we have talked about is no programme at all. 4ll he is
doing here ig taking 400 people off the social assistance roles and
putting them to work, 1f they get $100 a week, they only get eighteen
weeks work each.

MR. BRETT: Are vou against that?

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I am against any policy that does not

represent a proper job creation programme. I will deal with the
minister a little later at some length, and then we will have an
opportunity to debate it. All I want to say now is that I think his
statement,while it is welcome, and any job is a welcome one, that
his announcement of programme is incomplete, mischievous, misleading
and, I think, it is somewhat cowvardly in the parliamentary seunse of
him to make it as a ministerial statement when he cannot debate it,
Sir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

£

29
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PRESENTING PETITIONS

MR. SPFAKER: The hon. the member for Port au Port.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Spezker, I beg leave to present a

petition on behalf of the residents of the community of Kippens
in the district of Port au Port, .

The prayer of the petition is as
follows: '"We the undersigned residents of the community of
Kippens in the district of Port au Port, beg that thel
Govermment of Newfoundland and Labrador take immediate steps to
provide a water and sewer system for the community of Xippens,
and furthermore we request ¢hat immediate and:sheort térm action be taken
to alleviate the distress of those families in Kippens who
are completely without water at present.,'

Mr. Speaker, the petition is signed
by 486 residents of the area, all, I believe , who are of
voting age. The historic community of Xippens is one of the
largest communities in the Province at the present time
without water or without a sewer system. The community has
experienced a rapid growth in the pasf éhree vears as it
borders on the town of Stephenville and has grown in a
similar fashion as has Stephenville. It is also a natural
growth area and it has suitable land. Many people who have
arrived In Bay St. George, newcomers to Bay St. George, and
people who lived in Bay St. George before,have moved to this
area and have built their homes there. I belisve it is certain
that the community will continue to grow in the future because
it is an area which is admirably suitable to develop in the
Stephenville area.

" The conditions that people must
endure because of the lack of water and sewer in the area
is both cruel and tragic. During the past two Sumiers scme

residents of the community have had to bring water to thei

H

homes by truck from nearby Romaines River, The comuuniry fis

quite 2 lcng one and that entails,sometimes, bringing water

~
g
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MR, HODDER: as much as three miles. Others have
spent hundreds and in some cases thousands of dollars drilling
artesian wells and have not been able to get any water because
of the type of soil and the type of rock in the area. There
are other residents of which I have perscnal experience who
are getting their water from a local brook which is
situated near an asphalt plant and I have been in homes in
the district where pecple have their wells in the basement and
with people living behind them I do fear, Mr. Speaker, that
there will be a health problem in the area.

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that
those conditions can continue to exist in a modern community in
this day and age. An engineering study was carried out prior

to the last election. I believe it was deone by Alexander

Engineering. _ .
MR. ROBERTS: Right.
_MR. HODDER: But nothing has been done about it

since even though there has been pressure from the community

in question. I am told by people who know more than I do that
the water level in the area has decreased because of new
construction and many surface wells, There have been two public
meetings recently; one was called bv a concerned citizen and
that led to this petition. And as well, the public meeting
which was held to elect a new council, there were some 200
people there who made their feelings quite clear that they feel as I
feel that this is a major step for a communilty but that they are
prepared to do everything that they possibliy can to get water
and sewer and to co-operate in any way that they can.

The people are upset. Thev are very
upset, Mr., Speaker, and T believe that they are upset zand
rightly so. I do hope that the Minister of Municipal Affairs
wiil hear their plea and I ask that the petition be laid on the
tabla of the House and referred to the devartment to which it

relatres.



Februarvy 8,1977. Tape 8n AH-1

MR, SPEAKIER: Hcn. mermber for Lewizperte,
MR, WITITE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to support the petition as

presented by the member for Port au Port,and I am fully aware that

there is a water and sewer problem in Kippens as well as there are

in a lot of other comﬁunities throughout Newfoundland. Mr. Speaker,vhile
we hear a lot about government cutbacks and so on , and we are

4

generally sympathetic with that, but we must remember that there is

a serious water situation in many communities in Newfoundland.,Ahd
Kippens 'is one of those communities. I have several in my own district
and I suspect that there are eight or ten members on the other side

who probably have problems in their districts.

MR. SPEARER: A point of order.

MR. HICKMAN: Yesterday,Your Honour ruled and very properly so that

under the rules governing the presentation of petitionssthat any hon.
gentleman must confine his remarks in supporting such petitions to the

v
material allegation contained therein and cannot under any circumstances

enter upon any debate. And I do suggest that the hon. gentleman from

Lewisporte is doing just that at this time.

MR. SPEAKFR: " A point of order. .
MR. ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman who leads the House on the government
side is falling into the error of all House Leaders in trying to

restrict debate. My friend from Lewisporte was not entering into debate.
Be was speaking in support of the petition presented by the gentlemen
from Port au Port,and in spezking to the material allegations contained
in that petitiocn, which I submit have to do with the desirability and
the necessity of providing water and sewer systems to the residents. of
Kippens , was drawing an analogy. I do not know what point he was

attempting to make. He had not the opportunity to tell us before the

.
-

House Leader arbitrarilv and almost arrogantly intervened in an attempt
to cut him off and restrict his remarks. My colleague was simply,

the gentleman frem Lewisporte was simply making an analogy to support

234



February 85,1977 Tape 80 AH-2

MR. ROBERTS: his support of the material allegations in the petition.
And I would say further, !r. Speaker, that if we are, every time we
are to have a petition presented, if we are to have this kind of
exhibition by the Covernment House Leader then, Sir, the entire process
of presenting petitions will De immeasurably slowed up. Your Honour
made quite a clear ruling yesterday which said that we are not to debats
petitions. If there is any debate on a petition, I am sure Your Honour

!

will not hesitate, under Your Honour's general authority and plenary jurisdiction

to enforce the rules,and not hesitate to interrupt a member and say,

b

"I will remind the hon. gentleman that debate is not permitted!’

If we are to have these points of order, which are really only brought
up by the government House Leader in an attempt to harass people, Sir,
All itdoes is delay the matters of the House,‘and I would suggest my
colleague from Lewisporte was completely in order. He had said nothing
that was in the least bit offensive or out of order and he should be

allowed to proceed.

SOME HON. MEVBERS: Hear,hear !

MR. HICKMAYN: If I may respond te the imputation of false and

unavowed motives by the hon, the Leader of the Cpposition, toward

the hon. House Leader -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. BICKMAN: -may I say without anj that this is not a attempt

to stifle debate. Rule 97 says clearlv " There shall be mno debate on
a petition! That debate was not made by the government louse Leader.
And I submit to Your Honour that apy hon. gentleman in this House
has a2 duty to call to the attention of the Chair anv straving or
breach from or breach of the rules. What I, as the government House
Leader would like to see is the presentation of the petitions to this
House expeditiously, clearly and with very firm and clear reference

to the material allegations contained in such petition. That is all

that T ask.

{: -

e
-
—-
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SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER: I will hear one further submission

and then I should be in a position to make a ruling.

MR. ROBERTS: I made no allegations of any faults or unavowed

motives in respect to the government House Leader. I made a statement

as to what his clear motivation was. T did not sav attempting to sfifls
debate,because if the House Leader would think for a moment ,Sir, the
whole point of this, if there is a point, is that you may not debate

a petition. And for once he should have attempted to srifle debate.

I said that he is attempting to harass the hon. gentleman oppdsite who are
doing their duty, and presenting a petition according to the rules.

Your Homour vyesterday,the first occasion, I guess.that pe;i;ibns have
een presented in this session, made quite a clear and straightforward
ruling that said we are not allowed to debate petitions.¥ell that is

fine, we accept that, But ,Sir, we are certainly allowed to support

a petition according to the riles of this chamber, this House, and in
supporting the petition, surelyvit is not the leas:t bii impreoper to make an
anaéogy’ to refer to the fact that this may not be the only such need

in this province. This, Sir, is a practice that is hallowec by tradition, it
has been hallowed by the precedents in the House. And all I can say

that is if the hon. gentleman opposite does not martienlarle 14ite +Ha

way in which we carry out our duties, as long as they are subject to

the rules of the Kouse , Sir, I say to him, 'Tough} And he can go look
elsewhere., Let him discipline his own members, let him discipline the
HMinister of Social Service for abusing, the Ministerial Statement before
he attempts to lecture us.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: lear, hear!

-

.‘('4.
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MR. SPEAKFR: There are two matters referred to in argument

on this point of order which are quite clear. One is what the
rules are with respect to petitions. That is very clear,
Standing Order 97, there shall be no debate, Standing
Order 92, a member speaking in support must confine himself
to a statement of the parties, that is the petitioners,.the
number of signatures or the material allegations. All of that
is clear. It is also clear that any hon. member does have
the right and under certain circumstances perhaps a duty to
draw to the attention of the Chair his opinion that there has
been a breach of order.

With respect to the actual comments of the hon. member
for Lewisporte (Mr. White) as I recall them, a few minutes
have tfanspired, he was speaking on the request of the people
of Kipvens for water and the need for a water supply ‘In Kippens
and was referring to the fact that there were other areas in
‘the Province as well in various disiricts which aiso had such a
need. That type of reference I would not rule to be out of
order. |

MR, ROBERTS: Hear!. Hear!

MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. gentleman's words would develop

a speech criticizing the govermment's financial policy for net
making enough monev availshle for water services or related
issuesyalthough related they would not be part of a material
llegation of a petition., But to the extent that he did sneak,
I am not aware of any matters which would be ruled out of order.

SOME RON. MEMDERS: Hear. Hear.

MR. WHITE: Thank you, Mr., Spezker, 7T did rise to support

the petition of the mermber for Port au Port (Mr. J. Hedder)

with regard to the request of the neople in Kippens and [ did
refer to gimilar prohlems around MNewfoundland. And what I was
going to do, Mr. Sreaker, was make a suggestion to the government
ministers, those wno are CORCEarned apoul water ana sawer,ana tnat

is that I think that durinme this session we have to talk about water

D
.’
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MR, WHITE: and sewer quite a bit and I think that we should
lock in terms of getting away from the old system of multi-
million dollar water and sewer systems. And it is about time
that we looked at some kind of cheaper method and maybe an
extension of the Water Services Division which I think is one
of the best divisions that has been set up in the Department
of Municipal Affairs,and that is basically what I wanted to say.
In supporting the petition on behalf ~f the people from
Kippens,I would like to say that we as a group should put our
heads together and see if there is not some other way we can
develop water, at least proper water facilities, for people
because there is an urgent need for that throughout Newfoundland
without getting into the expense of systems that we have

seen throughout the years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! .

MR. ROEERTS: Well supported. Well supported.

fo)
3
|92
o
i
et
Al
7]
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resimme both hon. gentlemen are rising on the
petition presently under consideration?If so I will hear the
hon. member for Bay of Islands followed “y the hon. menmber

for Conception Bay South.

MR. WOODROW: Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that I want to

give my full hearted support to the petition presented by the
member for Port au Port (Mr. J. Hodder), primarilyv for the
reason that I come from a district primarily rural and one of
my top priorities has been and will be as long as I am in this
hon. House, to have water brought to every home in the distriet.
There a2re many places In fact in Newfoundland, and even in the
Bay of Islands districtywhere pecple cannot find a clean sampnle
of water in the Summertime. And for that matter throushout the
wnole vear.

So I not only supporf the netition from the member for
Port au Port (My., J. Hodder) hut I 21sn sunport what che hon.

B P Ty T S I N L1 o+ . .
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MR. WNODROW: us to get away from the multi-million dollar

programmesgand get down to something that is,say,modest‘and something
that is going to bring a good water supply tc all the people of

the Province and I think all of us in this hon. House should

be concerned about this, especially those of us who come from the

rural areas of the Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, very briefly I rise to support the
petition from the member for Port au Port (Mr. J. Hodder) and

to certainly agree with the hon. member for Lewisporte(¥r. White),
Iand also our hon. friend opposite.

There seems to be something in this Province that hanpens
from the time vou get a piece of raw land and until the time you
get water and sewer services into a homeyand the former Minister
of Municipal Affairs and I have certainly discussed this
privately in the past. ¥For example,when the land was bought, raw

- W
land at very, very low price for the Newtown in

2
)
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Mr. Nolan.

in St, John's West, it was bought at a very, very low price,

But look what happened in the interim because of the imstallation
of services., Now there are gentlemen of good will and some
knowledge on the opposite side of this House who know what

i1 am saying is true, and not only that, but some who have had

some personal experience, who have actually worked in certain

areas. And I think that it is neglect on our part if we do not
apply ourselves to this problem. We are very suspect, very suspect,
all of us in this House, because of what happens from the time

a developer buys a piece of land, until the time some poor, unfortunate
devil moves in and is mortgaged for the rest of his life.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

I do believe the hon.-gentleman inseaking on the
costs of serviecing land, the matter has strayed from the allegation
of the petition,which is with reference to the provision of water
for kippens,and by analogy certainly a reference to other places, but

really not on the acquisition or servicing of land or the cost of

land.
The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: As one of the spokesmen in this hon. House for

Western Newfoundland, it gives me great pleasure, Sir, to support

the prayer of the petition presented by the member for Port au Port
(Mr. Hodder). The member, Sir, made an exéellent presentation. He
made a very strong plea on behalf of his constituents who applied
their signatures to the petition. And I believe, Sir, that all hon.
members of the House, according to the discussion that folleowed, were
impressed with the preséntation and the need for this project. We
have heard a number of suggestions, Mr. Speaker, and concern probably
ou the part of members as to how this project and other projects can be
financed in these inflaticnarvy times, Well, Sir, I have z suggestion

to throw cut to the members cf the hom. House, and that is, Sir, that we

have now in this Province for the first time a job creation preogramme, and

<
LN
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Mr. Neary.

we have the federal job creation programmes, the federal works
programme, and the young Canada Works programme, and the federal

works programme is now going to be on a year round basis to take

the place of LIP. And I do net see, Mr. Speaker, why this Province
could not join with the Government of Canada in joint ventures of

this kind for installing water and sewerage.- 1 am not talking about the
fisheries ~ joint ventures in installing water and sewerage, especiall
drinking water, Sir, in the rural parts of this Province.

And the other point 1 want to make before I sit down, Mr. Speaker, is
that it seems to me that a lot of these requests are coming from
Western Newfoundland, which must be obvious to the House that a lot
of the communities in Western Newfoundland, im the rural arszas and
Bay of Islands - my hon, friend just menticned them - and down in
Port au Port, Stephenville, down in my own district,where you have the
smaller communities, thev have been overshadowed in the last fifteen
or twenty years by the larger communities, and I think it is about
time now that, if we have any money to spgnd, if we can do some of these
projects, that they should be done in Western Newfoundland and in
Labrador,

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. George's.

MRS. MACISAAC: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition preseated

by the member for Port au Port (Mr. Hodder).for a water and sewerage
system for the community of Kippems. Xippens is a steadily expanding
area, and for health reascns, as well as conveniecncercasons, T feel
that this community should have a proper water and sewer system.
Water and sewer in this day and age is certainly not a luxury.

_SOME HON. MLEMBERS:  Hear, hear! -

MRS, MACISAAC: The people of Kippens and the people of ny

district,where I have at least twenty-three communities who are

hauling water from brocks and streams zand wherever possible,

I think it is time that this hon. House tock a look at the water

situation rieht aernaes rhe Province. There are varv. very fow communigies
that have cemplete systems. aAnd there are an encimous number ol communlties
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Mrs, Maclssac,

who have no water whatsoever, other than what is hauled, as I said,
from brooks, streams and other communities, from council offices
who have put a hose outside for the convenience of surrcuanding
éommunities. And T do not thiank that in this day and age that
this should be considered a luxury. And I fully support the
petition presented by the member for Port au Port {(Mr. Hodder).

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

L5
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MR, SPFAKTR: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. ROBERTS: Your Honour, I have another petition, I think

this one has been well supported. If there is nobody else who

wishes to speak in respect of the one which my colleague from

Port sy Port (Mr. Hodder) presented, I think enough of u; have spoken
to indicate the feeling of all of us, Sir. Did the minister wish

to speak on that? He has been comspicuous by his absence.

Mr. Speaker, the petition I wish to present is ome which is
from the citizens of Goose Cove which municipally is known as
Goose Cove Zast. But since there are only one or two families
living in Goose Cove West the whole area is now called Goose Cove,
It relates to transportation. I am sorry the minister has not
returned from Prince Edward Island where he lHas been apparently
achieving great things,we are told. 1 guess he will be back because
I sent him a copy of the petition when I got it eight or ten days
ago, and I had hoped he would be zble to respond.

But in any event, Sir, let me bresent the petition. I think it
is summed up by the typed portion of it. "We the undersigned
residents of Goose Cove are dissatisfied with the snow clearing
service on the road between St, Anthony and Goose Covesespecially
the road through the community. The road has been impassable for
almost two weeks and seven to eight foot snow cuts are making
crassings in the community almbst impossible. This is especially
dangercus for children walking to school, Road cénditions of
this nature are zlsc interferring with o0il delivery services,
mail service, telephone and hvdro power services and causing many
other inconveniences. We would like to see this service improved
‘to the point where these other sssentiai services are not disrupted.”

y

It is signed, Sir, by aporoximately 150 residents of the community

and that would be just about every citizen in Coose Cove of i{he
age of eighteen years or older.
I support the petition, Sir, The particular problem on the day
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MR. ROBERTS:

the general problem is still there, Sir. We have had a lot of snow
in ¥orthern Newfoundland this Winter, much more so than the last

few Winters. In fact the last few Winters have really been quite
mild,particularly in the sense of snowfall. The snow cléaring
facilities have been improved. For example, there is now a second
snowblower in the area where formally there was only one. Snowblowers
are really the essential piece of equipment, Sir, because a bulldozer
and the other type of machinery used to clear snow can only push snow
a certain height. When you get the tvpes of snowfalls that we have
been experiencing in the North these last few weeksj,and you get banks
of snow seven or eight feet high, then the only alternative is to
supply a snowblower which can blow the snow up and over and keep the
roads open.

But, Sir, even with the difficulties that are encountered because
of the fact we have had additional snowfallythe fact remains, Sir, that
the opening of roads and the maintaining of roads in drivable
condition is absolutely essential. I do not need to gzo thrﬁugh all
of the reasons. They have been well rehearsed in the House in the
past. But let me say that in the type of civilization, the type of
l1ife we have today if the road is closed for a day or two or three
in a community in Northern Newfoundland or in Southérn Labrador
it has exactly the same effect as if the roads here in St. John's
are closed for a day or two or three. The whole of life is seriously
inconvenienced. If it is closed much longer, people experience
very great difficulty as well as inconvenience,.

One fact which may show the type of snowfall that has been
experienced this year, lir. Speaker, is that the schools in my district -
up until the first of January, the Christmas break,had already been
closed for more days because of weather than they had iz the whole
of last Winter or the whole of the Winter before. In fzecr the
schools in St. Anthony are clesed again today, Sir, because of

the weather conditions.

.o
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MR, ROBERTS:

8o in presenting the petition I regret the minister is not here
to respond to it. The government have made some response but I say,
Sir, that the response is not adequate. It is an improvement but
it is still not an adequate response and I would hope, Sir, that
the government in considering this petition will agree to put still
further equipment in the area. It is needed and I think, Sir, it is
Justified,

_SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile,

MR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, I support the petition presented by the

Leader of the Opposition on behalf of his constiiuents in Goose Cove
on the Grezt Northern Peninsula. I suppose, Mr., Speaker, that over
the past several weeks members, especially members who represent
districts in the Western part of the Province and on tbe Great
Northern Peninsula have received - and my hon. friend, the member
for St. Georges (Mrs. Maclsaac) can vouch for this - have raceived
numerous cemplaints in connection with snow'clearing in Western
Newfoundland and on the Great Northern Peninsula.

The main reason, Mr. Speaker, for the complaints are the obsolete
eguipment, the equipment,say,west of Grand Falls that is obsclete and
should be taken out to the scrap pile. I have seen some of this
equipment, Mr. Speaker. I have seen trucks that are practically
rusted out and £falling on the ground. They cannot even get them
started to go out to put salt on the icy roads. I am seen graders
twenty vears old., It is a miracle that the operators can keep them

moving at =11.
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MR. NERRY:
I brought this matter up with the Minister of Transportation and
Communications on two or three occasions, Sir, and was told by the
minister that he was in the process of moving new equipment down
the Great Northern Peninsula, in the area that my friend spoke
about in the petition, and in Western Newfoundland generally.

But, Sir, the irony of all it all is this,that out in the
Western part of the Province where you had the most snow, you have
the worst equipment. You have obsolete equipment. And on the East
Coastywhere you had very little or no snow this Winter, you had all

new equipment.

MR. HICKMAN: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order has come up.
MR. HICKMAN: On a point of order. The hon. gentleman from LaPoile

(Mr. Neary) mecst assuredly is offending against Your Honour's ruling
about twenty minutes ago with respect to debate on petitions. This
is not at all associated with the petition that is presently before

this hon. House.

AN HON. MEMBER: Goose Cove East.
MR. HICKMAN: Which is Goose Cove.
MR. SPEAKER: On this particular point of order, certainly the

allegation in the petition related to Or cpncerned the desire. the
necessity of keeping the road open in Winter between point A and
point B, And any comments in support of the petition must be om

the need to keep this road open, and by some comparison, roads by
compariscn. Certainly a reference to the condition of the machinery
which is suppose to accomplish that objective could well be very
closely related to the mgterial allegation. But obviously it is
not the subject or should not be the subject of the hom. gentleman's

full support. Presumably it is supplementary materiel, something

he is making in reference, in passing reference,
MR. MNEARY: Thank you, Your Honour. I might gay, 3ir, that I had
a conversation with a gentleman from my hon. Iriend's district, Irom

o
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Mr. Neary:

Goose Cove who told me that, in his opinion, all they did was paint
up the equipment and sent it out there to make it look like new
equipment, when in actual fact it was obsolete., It should have
been scrapped. And, Sir, this situation is typical of what is
happening in practically every district West of Grand Falls this
past Winter.

SOME HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: West of Terra Nova,my hon. friend says. But I know

once you get outside of Donovans COverpass the equipment, Sir, is
hardly fit to put out on the road; And as I said a few moments ago,
Mr. Speaker, here you have the heavy snowfalls in Western Newfoundland
and on the Great Northern Peninsula, cbsolete equipment, and on the
East Coast in the Avalon Peninsula area where you have no snow or

very little snow this Winter,all new gquipment. And the minister

told me only about temn days ago that he was then in the process of
transferring some of the equiﬁment out on the West Loast. Just another

example, Sir, of locking the barn door after the horse is stolen.

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further petitions?

PRESENTING REPCORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Finance.

MR. DOODY: Mr, Speaker, we have 3 few little goodies to present
to the House today. We table the Orvders and Regulations of January
31, 1976 to February £, 1577 from the Department of Finance. We have
The Province of Newfoundland Public Accounts for the year ended

March 31, 1976, which I am sure will arouse some -

MR. ROBERIS: aAnd the Auditor General's Reports
MR. DOODY: And we have the nuch awaited Auditor ‘General's Report for
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. DOODY: « the financial year ended 31 March 1976. I am sure that
the goverament will be applauded and lauded for the promptness in

bringing forth, as well as these presented and prepared jointly by

(2
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Mr. Doody:

the comptroller and tl:e Auditor General and then presented for tne -

persual of the House.

MR. ROBERTS: I hope the Auditor General getsthe message.
SOME HOM. MIMBER: Are we going to have him in the House again.?
MR, DOODY: No, no, we believe in having the House open.

MR, SPEAKRER: Order, please. Are there any further Notices of
Motion?

The hon. member for the Bay of Islands.

MR. L. WOODROW: I have a resgluticn, Mr. Speaker.It reads as

follows: Whereas the number of trailer courts are continually
increasing throughout the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador;

And whereas many tenants occupying these trailer courts are greatly
dissatisfied; Therefore Be 1t Resclved that a debate be held involving
every phase of mobile homes, espeeizlly in the field of insurang¢e and
the collection of commissions by trailer park owners whether the

person decides to move from the trailer court and thus places nis
trailer on the market,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

e
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MR, SPEAKER: The hon. member Zor Exploits.
DR. TWOMEY: I give notice that T will on tomorrow ask

leave to move the following resolutions:

WHEREAS the Government of Canada has recently concluded
an agreement with the Government of Nova Scotia, New Brﬁnswick
and Prince Edward Island, providing for a twenty-five - seventv-
five per cent division of revenues from oil and gas disc&veries
off the Coast of these respective Provinces;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada has used
tactics of pressure and intimidation in an attempt to fo:ce the
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador to accede to this
same formula for the division of offshore 01l and gz2s revenue;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House reaffirm this
commitment to the principle that one hundred per cent of the revenues
from offshore oil and gas should be paid to theSpvernment and
the people cf Mewfoundland and Labrador in order to attain that
which 'is oursj

AND 3BE IT FURTHER RESOLV%D that this House view the attempts
of the Govermment of Canada to obtain a percentage of the reverues
from oil and zas discoveries off the Coast of this Province 23 nothing
short of an attempt to rob the people of Newfoundland and Labrador
of their rightful heritage;

AND BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that this House reaffirm its
support of the efforts by the Covernment of Newfoundland and
Labrador to retain full administrative control over the development
of the offshere o0il and gas in the waters off our Coast.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear. Hear!

MR. RIDEQUT: This land is our land. -
MR. SPRAX¥ER: Any further notices of motion.

The hon. Minister of Finance.
MR. DOODY: Mr, Speaker, could T ask leave of the Bouse to takle

one further report. It is not a serious onz. It is the annual
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ANSWERS TO OUESTIONS FOR WHICH NDTICFE HAS BIFEYW GIVEN:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations.

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr, Speaker, vesterday the hon, member for

Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) raised a point that I was not
aware of when I gave my undertaking to look into it. Tﬁét was

a question of some lavoffs down at Dominion Stores. T think the
hon. member named the Company. We were not aware of them-
yesterday. We had the matter checked out. We met this morning
with the gzentleman involved. We of course communicated our concern
that in the event that Dominion Stores, or indeed any company

in this Province has any indication of impending layoffs that
Manpower officials should be notified in the event that retraining
is or would be helpful or necessary. We were quite disturbed by the
fact that that had not been communicated, not only by Dominien
Stores but whoever might do that sort of thing. .

The hon. member yesterday gave a figure of twelve to
fourteen people. As we understand it, the way this information
came I would assume is because Dominion Stores talked to their
employees and unofficially of course somebody probably anvroached
the hon. member.

The decision has not been made whether these lavoffs
would indeed take place. If there are laveffs, if there are-and
the decision has not been taken-it would be more like half of the
number that the hon. member was told. However, Dominion Stores
has indicated that it is prepared to give us a report on it. 4&nd
again in the meantime it is our intention now, we are In the midst
of drafting a letter to Dominion Stores tc give our views cn it
because we feel that any national chain that sets up business in this =

Province owes a certain resmonsibility as a corporate citizen to the

(=

Province and this gevernment is not 2t all havov with the movement and

the concentration of manv of the administrative things belonging o

these companies in Halifax. That is a matter of zrear concern.
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MR, ROUSSEAU: Doninion Stores has given an undertaking to

the department that should they decide on the course of action
suggested by the hon. member yesterday that he would certainly
inform us previous.

MR. SPEAYFR: We are on Answere to Questions for which Notice

has been Given.

ORAL QUESTIONS:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. ROBERTS: © Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier.

He has doubtless heard the announcement, Sir, today by
Staristics Canada that the actual number of people unemployved
in the Province has risem by 5,000 between the month of
December and the month of January, from 24,000 to 29,000,
which means by Statistics Canadz we now have 29,000 out

of work in this Province. The actual number is probébly

far greater,but in the light of that would the Premier tell

us whether the government zre going to increase ﬁhe $2 million

they have allocared to provide jobs?
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premiar.

PREMIER MOORES: The answer is, Mr. Speaker, that we obviously do

not intend to increase the $2 million which will just provide a very
few of the jobs that we are talking about, 300 and possibly more than
that, probably as high as 700. But that, was donelforeseeing wiat

was going to happen. And I think 1t might be of note to say, Sir,

that the unemployment in Canada has approached virtually nine per cent,
which I think is a very serious national thing, and not just a provinecial
thing. Our unemployment is very serious,as is the unemployment

in New Brunswick which has approached virtually fifteen per cent. It
is something that nationally we are going to have to have programmes

to cope with. We, provincially,are going to have to do everything
possible to cope with it. But in the interim, Sir, until such times

4s the programmes take effect, it is indeed a serious situation and

one that we have had before, but I do not think ever more dramatically
than at the present time.

MR, ROBERTS: A supplementary.

MR. SPEAXER: A supplementary.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr, Speaker, you know, reallv the experience in
New Brunswick and the experience across Canada are of limited
concern to the House of Assembly for Newfoundland and Labrador.
But may I say to the Premier in growing out of his comment that
this 5,000 jump in unemployment in this Province, and of those
unemployed, the number unemployed, was - and I think he used

this exact word - foreseen, and this led to the 500 job programme -

PREMIER MOORES:

=

did not say foreseen.

MR. ROBERTS: I am sorxzy?

PREMILR MOORES: I did not say fcreseen.

MR. ROBERTS: The Premier, I am sorvy, Mr. Speaker, did say

foreseen. I distinctiy heard him, and it struck me as being a very
important word and that is what led to the supplementary. In view of the
fact that it is foreseen and government's response was a 500 3ob programme,
could the Premier tell us what he foresees for the next few months with

respect to the unemployment situation ipn Newifoundliand and Labrador?
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MR, SPEAKER: The hon, Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: I have no more idez of what the situation will

evolve in any more than the Leader of the Oppesition would the
policy conference for Gander, Mr. Speaker. But the fact is

he talks about these things here iﬁ this context, and he is making -
when I say, foresaw a problem, I certainly did not foresee the figures.
I do not think anyone could. But if he looks at the adjusted figures
he will find that it is 1,000 less than there was last year. So let
us not play games with figures, Mr. Speaker. Let us identify that
there is a serious problem, and serious steps have to be taken. But
as the Leader of the Opposition has said often before, it depends on
which figures you use. If you look at the adjusted figures, it is
1,000 less than this time last year, 1f vou loock at the unadjusted,
it is 5,000 more. 3But, you know, you can play games forever with
statistics. But the fact is, Sir, that it is a serious problem,

and we are cognizant of it, and we will do out utmost to do something
about it.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. member for LaPoile followed by the hon.
member for Terra Nova.

MR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, I would like to ask the hon. Premier if
he could tell the House how many joint venture projects have been
approved in Newfoundland in this calendar year?

PREIIER MOORES: My, Speaker, with joint venture prolects as such,

there has been one pilot project which was talked about with the
Government of Canada, which the Government of Newfoundland was partially
responsible for initiating,or respomsible,which was in fact with the
West Germans and Ocean Harvesters and Fishery Products as the two
recipients to this end. ~But rather than get iato it in a very short
period like this, I would, Sir, at any time be prepared, if this House
is ready, to discuss this in full detail, because I think it is terribly

important that the informaticn regar

ﬁ
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Premier Moores.

inte the offshore fishery. I think the knowledge that these
decisions must be based on,I think it is terribly important that it get
before, not just this House, Sir, but, as I said the other day, I
would suggest that the federal government officials, provincial government
officials, industry representation, union representation, press
representation, this sort of group, sit down informally so that all the
figures can he gotten out, and all the facts can be identified. And
after that is known, then I think opinions and so on that can help
formulate the pclicy for the future, can be made, and I think that
should be done. That meeting by the way is hopefully for the week
after next. And any time the House wishes for us to have a debate

" in the House on the whole subject, I think it is very important that
we do so, because I think there is alot of misinterpgetation of what
is happening right now,

MR, SPEAKER: A supplementary.

- MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question, and I thank the
hon. Premier for the information that he has given the House. But would
the hon, Premier indicate whether or not the original 6,000, the pilot
project, 6,000 metric tons I think ic is, if that has now been increasad
to 20,000 metric teons to come from the Bamilton RBanks?

PREMIER MCORES: To my knowledge,

2
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PREMIIR MCOCORLS: Mr. Speaker, the companicss were advised

that the 6,000 tons had been approved,but that was some time ago.
There is nothing officially being confirmed, to my knowledge,
yet, and certainly there is absolutely no indication that it

be projected into 20,000 tons. As I understand it now, there is
some complication about whether so much tonnage should go to

Nova Scotia and so much tonnage to Quebec and so much tonnage to

here,
MR. NEARY: Of the Canadian quota.
PREMIER MCORES: Of the Canadian quota. But I think,

S8ir, it is very important, and that is surplus Canadian quota,

I should say, I think it is very important to mention that --
MR, NEARY: That is what we will not catch, not
surplus, what we will not catch.

,PRﬁMiER MOORES : That is surplus to what we will catch,

that is right., That is what it is really, and that is where the

20,000 ton figure came from that the Leader of the Opposition
raferred to vesterday. 'Well I think, Sir, it is Important to
say at éhis time that our position a3 a goverrment has been
that whatever project goes ahead this year should be done with
the intentlion of establishing new technclogy, and the information
for that; training potential for our own people; the expansion of
markets fer Canadian/Newfoundland fish. It is basic to it to
get that knowledge and to start opening up these new avenues

is the only reason for any pilot or experimental project. I
think it would be wrong at this time to have a commercial
venture because I do not think we.nor the Govermment of Canada,
nor the Government of Nova Scotia know enough about it. T think

we should handle it very carefully,and this is hopefully the way

it will go.

MR, NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAXER: A supolementary.
MR, NEARY: Would the hon. the Premier indicate to

the House 1f the Province of Newfoundland, the Covernment of

s
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MR. NEARY: - Newfoundland was invited to supply any
input into the joint venture projects that have been approved
for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec? If not, would the
Premier indicate to the House why Newfoundland was not asked
for its opinion,and would the Premier indicate to the House
also if the hon. the Premier has had a telephone conversation
with Mr. Romeo LeBlanc the hon. Romeo LeBlanc recently in §
which Mr. LeBlanc took a very arrogant attitude towards this
whole matter of joint ventures, took the position that Canada
would approve these without consultation, if necessary, with
the various province$ that are involved in these joint

venture projects?

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: That is a very difficult but four-

part question, Mr. Speaker. We were not asked to go in,
consulted on the Quebec or Nova Scotia potential joint ventures,
and ¥ do not think we should have been anymore than we ask
Quebec or Nova Scotia to be involved in the Newfoundland ones.
These are provincial matters. But regarding the federal
government, Sir, we have stated our positien as to what we

think iIs the right approach. I have had several conversations
with Mr. LeBlane. They have varied from being very friendly to
being, I suppose omne could call it, quite difficult. 3But
certainly it is not the time for me to say in definitive tefms

what the various aspects of those conversations were.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, is the Premier then

satisfied with the co-operation and with the liaison and with
the relationship with Mr, LeBlanc and the Govermment of Canada?
Is the Premier satisfied with that relationship at the moment
or 1s there room for improvement and more co-operation on the

part of the Government of Canada?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, there is always room for

imporvement. But I think it is fair to say at this time until

256
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PREMIER MOORES: we have heard the official faderal

government's position our attitude as to what degree of
co-operation and respect we should have would depend a great
deal on what their final decision is.

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Twillingate.

MR. SMALLWOOD: Would the Premier say in view of the

fact that this is experimental, and for omne year only, is it
realistic to suppose that we would learn a lot from this one
year experiment that would be useful to us,and that after that
one year we could dispense with the Germans or any others in a
joint venture project? Is it enough to have one year, learn

what we can and then dispose of it and go on our own from

there on?
MR. SPEAXER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, that is - I am tripping

over the Minister of Justice here, Sir, but -

MR, HICKMAN: Everybody else does,why cannot you?

_PREMIER MOORES: No, evervone else steps on the Minister

of Justice as a rule. If you will excuse me.

No, this is one of the difficult
problems with this particular discussion, because there is so
much information that one has to make available that it is
very difficult to have defined positions. But we are talking
about a one year joint venture or experimental project or
whatever the case may be. And the reason for that is because -

MR, SMALLWOOD: It is all eod.

PREMIER MOORES: Yes, but in a distinct area of fishing

and for cod only. The problem is, Sir, that Newfoundland or

Canadian boats have never fished those waters extensively,if at

all.
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PREMIER MOORES:

I think the hon. member for Fortune (Mr. J. Winsor) will vouch
for the fact that there are very few Newfoundland trawlers that have
ever fished North of Cape Bonavista in the Winter.

That technology has to be acquired. Observers will be on these
boats this year. Now whether the ability of our people, the
fishermen's union, the Province on a propaganda campaign or an
educational campaign or what have you, whether we will be able to
get our people to take on that same function is a very debatable
point. Whether we should even try is debatable, The options

are =

MR. SMALLWCOD: Ever?

PREMIER MOORES: Oh, ever yes. But you talked about one year, Sir,

at the time. But the options are an increased inshore fishery,
which is by far the most economic method of fishing for capital
invested and should be encouraged most. You are talking about wuiddle
water fishing as they have in Europe or in the UK, which gives
more flexibility, less cost than distant water fish. And then you
are'talking about the bigger ships that go out for forty-five to
sixty days.

Now what is the combination of all that that can be maximized
best and to the most advantage by Newfoundlanders? It is.something
that has to be identified. It is not something that certainly has
been decided. It is something that, I think, all those who are
concerned should be involved in, given all the facts, sit down,
work out a plan for the future. A lot of training will be required.
A great deal of encouragement and understanding is going to be
required, But, as I say, I would much rather have a full debate -
on it in the House because there is so much to bring out to be
discussed.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.

_MR. SMALLWOOD: May 1 ask the Premier where exactly the permission

is to be given,if it is given,for the Germans to take this quantity of
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MR, SMALLWOOD:

fish whether it be 6,000 or 8,000 or 10,000 tons? I am not -

MR, NEARY: It is 6,000 metric.

MR, SMALLWOOD: Six thousand metric tons,the hon. gentleman

says it is. The area from which they are to be permitted to take
that , is it the actual Hamilton Banks only,or is it a much larger
geographical area that starts on the Southern end somewhere off
St. Anthony or even South of that and then gces North to include
the Hamilton Banks?

_PREMIER MOORES: The area is ICNAF areas primarily, 2GH and 3K%L

which in fact are from Cape Chidley to Cape St. Mary's., That is
Cape St, Mary's off into the Grand Banks just east of the Gullies,
east of St., Pierre Bank, off towards the Flemish Cap including the
Virgin Rocks, north on the Trench, up and including Hamilton Banks,
North as far as Cape Chidley.

MR, NEARY: Mr, Spezker -

MR, SPEAKER: 1Is this a supplementary. I rust ask the hon., gentleman

whether he is asking a supplementary question?
_MR. NEARY: When the hon. the Premier returned from Eurore when

this deal was made with the West Germans,.the hon, Premier indicated
publicly to the people of this Province that Newfoundlanders would

be on some of these, or Newfoundlanders would have the opportunity

te man these boats, to jeoin wit£ the West Germans as crew members

on these boats. Was the Premier serious about this eor did the Premier
make that statement with tongue in cheek?

PREMIER MOORES: No, there was no tongue in cheek at zall. . The offer

was made that any or all c¢f the crew members could be Newfoundlanders.
With the short notice of time the union, I think quite rightly,
could not mobilize the forces to do it, I think they are getting
observers on for this year and working on plans for the future,
whether these boats are chartered, whether we build, whether we buy
the ships, whatever the mechanism is.

One of the points I think that should be recognized is thar in

order to catch the European quantity even at the reduced conserved
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_PREMIER MOORES:

level of fishing, if you know what I mean, at the very lowest level like
it is now, even at that level in order to fish that amount if we

were catching it all ourselves,it Is going to take something between
$700 million and $1 billion investments in ships alone. . So obviously
there has to be a mechanism of chartering, prying, renting, stealing

or whatever the case 1s to get these boats because obviously we

cannot do it out of Marystown Shipyard even though we can do some

of it. But certainly the big emphasis is going to have to be to

get access to the present fishing capacity to be brought here to be
operated by our people,

_MR, SPEAKER: I will permit an additional supplementary,and then

there are some hon. members who are endeavouring to get questions,

I presume on different topiles. So I think after this supplementary
I should recognize them:. Then of course the House may wish to
revert to the subject. It is difficult to know to what extent to
zllow supplementaries,because it is difficult to know the matters on
which other members wish to ask questions. .One can only assume that
these are quite important matters and if at all possible’they should
be given the opportunity to ask them.

The hon. member for LaPoile.
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MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I think Your Honour is quite right.
This is prcbably the most important matter to come before the
people of this Province in a long time and we are getting some
information today and I thanl the hon., Premier.

PRFEMIER MNONES: Pait until the dehate.

MR. NEARY: Yes T know. I realize that but we are tryving to
get information before we get into the debate,

The Premier just raised a very interesting noint zbout
the ships, the capability to catch the fish and so forth. Now
could the Premier confirm or deny that his government are negotiating
with foreign nations to acquire, to charter, buy, or lease - well
charter or buy I guess -

AY HON. MFMBER: Beg, borrow or steal.

MR. NEARY:  ~ beg, borrow or steal ships that will give Newfoundlanders
the cavability to catch the fish.,and if so would the Premier indicate
which countries the govermment is dealing with and would the Premier

also indicaterwhile he is on his feet what plans the povernment have

or the private sector has5to build draggers or trawlers to give
Newfoundlanders the - the Mewfoundland fishermen, Mewfoundland

trawlermen the capability to catch the fish, our quota in the

e

200 mile management zone!

MR. SPEAKFER: The hon. Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Cnece again, Mr. Snezker, it is verv difficult.

There is quite a few questions in that one,

ME., NTARY:

=4

had that one for a while; it was supposed

to he a surplementary.

PREMIFR MOORES:  But the fact is.neo,we are not negotiating with

anvone at the nresent time. What we are deing at the present time
is establishinz an inventorv of what shins are available in all the
countries that fish in the Nerthwest Stlantic, an inventorv of what
ships are avnilable so thar we w1l Gaee 7 o decinion has heen made
after all rhr facts are on the table, ve will! know which is the areas

to arproach to find ship availability,
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PREMIFR YONRES:  And for the information 0% the House I think
it is probablv sienificant that in Great Britian last year
one~third of their fleet was retired for scrap because of

lack of fishing prounds. This year the second third is being
retired for scran, which means there is onlv one-third ;f what
was a very large fleet just two years ago,in existence today.
I suggest that this will be hanpening, or the equivalent,in
other Furopean countries. 1T think not that we are buying

old boats or this sort of thing but T think it is very
important that we have an Inventorv of exactly what is

available if in fact we are going to require it and that will

be the decision of a lot of peonle.

MR, SMALLWNOD: That one-third is one~third of the entire

fleet.

PREMIFER MONRFES: Two~thirds of the entire fleet. Incredible.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. member for Terra Nova indicated

that he has a gquestion next, followed by the hon, rember for
Bellevue.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct this question
to the hon. Minister of Manpower and Industrizl Relations, I
wonder if the minister can inform the House if the government
of this Province, the Governmer: ~f Newfoundland and Labrador,
has anv mechanism of its own to monitor the unemplovment in
this Prevince,~nd I am snecifically concerned as to whether

or not the mir -rer can identifv areas in the Province which
are e¥neriencing the highest level of unemployment?

MPR. SPEAKFR: The hon. Minister of Mannowér and Industrial Relaticﬁs.

MR, ROUSSEAL: No, Mr. Sneaker, T thin% it would be fair to

sav we do aet have that kind of staff to be able to do that,but

we do have a verv close relationshin with *he Tederal Denartment

ol Veoosever and of course thelr adeinisrrarive nrocedures and statistics
anag Tionrcs oare oleavs availahle to us.
We have a small seaff down there which 1s T think built - T
ra Yo
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MR. RNOUSSFAlU':  lef: the denartment in 1874, in October, and
T returrcd arain this nast Neteber and in that two vears that
derartment, which had just been involved in restructuring,
has grown tremendouslv, T think in the future it will he
and T think the Pepartment of Manpower has certainly gréwn
but it has not grown - it has srown thrcﬁgh Manpower consulting;

that is a sort of definite thing, Right now. From a statistical
point of view, we have not reached that perfection yet. We
certainly do horme to but as I say we can rely on the Federal
Tevartment of “annower and our limited resources to gzive us

some indicatiomn.

MR. SPEAKER: A sunplementarv,

ar

MR. LUSH: Again a question to the Minister of “Manpower
and Industrial Relations. I wonder if the minister has

anv information related to the character of the unemplovment
in Yewfoundland, that is related to the kinds of occupations
_that peonle are unemnloved in or educaticonal level, age and
that sert of thing.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mannower and Industrial

Relation.

YR, RNOUSSFAL: Mr. Speaker, sometime in 1974.T believe it was,

I asked a very simrle guestion to the Federal Minister of Manpower
as to what the profile was of who was unemploved, where were they
unemnloved and so on and so forth. It was a subﬁect of more
discussion and articles but nobody gave me any figures then and

I do not think anvbody will give me flgures now. For example,

the I'IC list is different than the ones who are listed with

Canadn Manrower, The reople vho are listed at Canada “anpower

may be listed todayv, may move out of tovm and thev --r listed in

two or three different offices.

IAIR!
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Mr. Rousseau:

It is an extremely difficult thing to get. I asked for it,as I say,

a couple of years ago. You can get some generalities.I found out

I think at that time, as I recall, there were about a couple of
hundred canners in Gander, you know, people who just put their

name down, and very seriously who may have moved out of there into
some other area. But we have a lot of difficulety trying to examine

a profile. 1T think they have perfected it to some extent now. Of
course, it is all done on the basis of statistics, and random sampling,
and addition and multiplication factors involved so it is not really

a count of the actual number of pecple, and 1 guess you could just
interpolat it beyond that. But we would have a very difficult problem
trying to identify the total number in respect in which area each one
was, and in which job occupation they were able to comply with if there
was a job open. But we could get some generalty, some interpolations

of the figures undoubtedly from Canada Manpower or from UIC.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. member from Bellevue.
MR, W: CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier.

Would the Premier inform the House whether or not the Come By Chance
Refinery is likely to be re-activated in the very near future? 4nd/or
what efforts are govermment making to re-activate and possibly expand

the refinery when it is reopened?

MR. SPEAKXR: The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Yes, I have had ~ and I would thank the hon. member

for giving me notice that he was going to ask this question, Mr. Speaker.
The fact is that even though there is no clear response, as we
understand it, and it is the receiver who is. making the basic judgment,r
there are three groups active at this present timej one being Mr.
Shaheen’s group who 3till remain active, another froup that is in touch
#ith the receiver,and another group vho are represented through
Morgan Stanley as another ¢lient. Now the British and ourselves are in
constant communication as to what is the best thing to do. aAnd I can

assure the House, and unfortunately I cannot give any of the details
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Premier !icores:

of how these things have progressed, because-I genuinely do not know,
nor I might suggest do the principals involved. I mean they are

all going in their own way to try to bring it to a head as quickly

as possible. The receiver is working very hard om it.

And the one thing, I think, that can be pointed-out is
that :another Winter in mothballing will be severe and could cause
severe problems. And I think that has to be recegnized by the
receiver, ourselves, the first mortgagee or whoever. That is all
taken into consideration, and hopefully, Mr. Speaker, by early
Spring we will be in a position to have a much more definitive
answer. And I am oniy gorry now I cannot give a more definitive

answer, but unfortunately I cannct at this time.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. lLeader of the Opposition.

MR. ROBERTS: A question for the Minister of Public Works. In view

of the very serious potential abuses of the Public Tenders Act
revealed by the Auditor General, and specific paragraphs which I
am sure the minister is familiar with, specific paragraph (96) pages =-

AN HON. MEMBER: You got it?

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, just got it. The government have apparently

had it for a week - page 107 on. <Can the minister tell us -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, ch!

MR. RCBERTS: Well it is dated the 31lst. of January, that is why

I say the govermment have had it for a week.

MR. PECKFORD: Does it say dated, the day the government got it?
MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the report is dated -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR. ROBERTS: - the 31st. of January, addressed to the Hom. C. W,

Doody, Minister of Finance. Mr. Speaker, my question is for the
Minister of Public Works. 1In view of the serious and apparently
deliberate abuses of the Public Tenders Act,could the minister tell
us what steps he has taken, and if he only got the report today the

lawyers should be at it today.
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Public Works.

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, 1f the report was out today I had a -

and the Auditor General of course writes the departments for their
views on this sort of thing. A letter was written back, and I had

a statement I wanted to give, I did not know the report was going

to be given out today. And T will make that statement within the

next day or so, it is down in my office. In the meantime, I can
assure the hon. Leader of the Oppcsition that all steps are being
taken,the department in consultation with Treasury Board and the
Qrganization and Management Division te attempt to make sure that this
sort of thing does net happen agzain.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member from Port au Port, fellowd by the

hon. member for LaPoile.

MR. J. HODDER: 4 question for the Minister of Social Services.

I wonder if he can tell me what c¢riteria was used to decide the
areas where the seventy-seven lgbour intensive projects are to be
carried out, concerning the $2 milliions for the employement?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Social Services.

MR. C., BRETT: Yes, Mr. Speaker, A1l of the projects, every single

one of them,were thought out, drafted and so on by the special
projects officers, the five special projects officers across the
Province. As far as T know it was based strictly on the number of
people that were receiving assistance in any given area.

MR, BOODER: A supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.

MR. HOODER: Does that mean that where there are large concentrations of
social services recepients,they will receive priority?
MR, BRETT: Yes that is exactly true, Sir.

MR. FLIGHT: A supplementary there, Mr. Speazker.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans.
MR, FLIGHT: Would the Minister of Social Assistance -
AN HON, MEMBER: Secial Services,

2HR
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MR. “LIGHT; Could the Minister of Socizl Services tell the

House or spell out where the jobs he referred to are? Where are

they located in this Province?

MR. BRETT: 1, indicated in my st;tement, Mr. Speaker, that I

would table the list of projects later this week, certainly before
Friday.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile,

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would 1ike to direct my question

to the Minister of Finance, Sir..I would like te ask the minister

what is going to happen following the termination of the three week
shut-down at the Li;erboard mill at Stephenville? What will happen
following this three week period?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister cf Finance,

MR, DOODY: You know, I honestly cannot answer the question, Sir.

I do not know what will happen after the three week shut-dowm. It

has been our hope that the Linerbeoard mill will not have any shut-dowus.
But the position out there now is diéctated by the marketplace. My
understanding from the chairman ;ﬁd the chief executive officer and the
president of the company, Mr. Sweeney, that as soon as they get
sufficient orders to get the operatiom going, then the operation will
go again. Whether these orders are in place at the present time or
not, I have not been informed. I would think that if the§ were, then

I would have been. So, you know, I honestly cannot say. I would hope
that the mill will reovpen again after three weeks, If they do not have
the orders, quite honestly it will not open again., The marketplace is
in a desperate state. It has never been worse, It has not improved.

And the mill's close dowun is as a result of the marketplace,

MR. SPEAKER: One supplementary. -
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, do I understand the minister correctly

then that there are no orders at the moment so there is no

indication that the Linerboard mill will reopen after this three week
close down? And would the minister also indicate, when he is answering
me, if the government have received any proposals to dispose of the

Linerboard will for $1 to any company across Canada?
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MR, SPEAKE&: The hon. minister,

MR. DOODY: The first question, I will keep a straight face

on me, because I know it is a serious questiont: To the best of
my knowledge there are not sufficient orders im place right now

to reopen the mill, and to have it activated again. As tc whether
we have had any offers for $1 to buy the mill, the answer is, yes.
I, myself, my daughter and my son have all thrown in offers, and
they have all been turned down. We have not had any seriocus

offers to buy the mill.

MR. NEARY: I am thinking of the Power Corporation of Canada mainly.
MR, DOODY: No, they have not offered us $1 for the mill,tc my

knowledge. They had more sense than either I, my daughter or my son.
MR, SPEAKER: The hon. member for Ferryland.

MR. O'BRIEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Premier

a question,if I may, concerning the joint ventures. I am curious

as to when they speak about 6,000 tons, are we talking about 6,000
tons of fish or fillet? Because my understanding is that this

West German ship will be bringing in bone~in, skin-off f£illet, and
that makes quite a difference to the amount of raw fish that may

be taken.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Six thousand tons from the quota., Twenty-four

hundred tons of landed product,

QRDERS OF THE DAY:

MR. SPEAXER: Order (1) The adjourned debate on the amendment
to the Address in Reply.
The hon. Leader of the Oppositiom.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. ROBERTS: Maybe I should quit now.

MR, PECKEOQRD: That is a good question.

MPELNEARY: Sock it to them.
MR, PECKFORD: That is very valid.
MR, ROBERTS; It is certainly more valid than anything the hon.

gentleman from Green Bay (Mr. Peckford) would say, Mr. Speaker.
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_Mr. Roberts.

Let me resume where I was cut off in the debate yesterday
when the clock had run out, as it were. Let me begin by extending
to the gentleman from Green Bay (Mr. Peckford) an invitation to
participate in this debate early on. I understand he has been
assigned the enviable task of responding for the government

in respect of my remarks
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MR, ROBERTS:  Mr. Speaker, yesterday I had occasion on a number of

occasions to ask hon. gentlemen opposite if thev wish to carry on
their little chats, to have them outside. The Premier may not often
see his colleagues in the Cabinet,but if the Premier wishes to have
chats with them I wonder if he could either have the chats. in a very
low tone of veice. And iﬁdeed anything discussed with the Minister of
Tourism should be done in a low tone of voice,or could he leave the
chamber , as he had now done.ind I would say to the page,I have already
three copies ef that bill, and the fourth-I thank you vefy much

While we are at it,MMr. Speaker, as well I wonder if perhaps the
pages could be asked not to put ipapers in front of the member who is
speaking. Most of us , Sir, have some notes,and the notes may be
improved by reading some cf the documents tabled in the House.but, Sir,
it does not make things go any easier, Mr, Speaker, as I was saying
I hope the gentleman from Green Bay will enter in thg debate early on.
fle obviously has drawn the enviable assignment of replying to my few
humhle and brief remarks. And I would listen with rezl interest
to what he has to say. And I would say to him, he would be on shortly.
I am getting well through the introduction to my speech and shortly will
be getting into the major points I wish to make by way éf comment upon
the Throne Speech. And I would say as well, Sir, that the gentleman
from~Green Bay, I can write large parts of what he will say now, because
I invite him to get up and say I have bzen negative, and that I am
being destructive,and that I am not putting forth positive proposals.
And I hope he will say all those things, because of course , Sir,not only
is that not correct,even though it mav well be his opinjon. I would say
to him  Ehat it is incumbent upon him to govern and upon us to
oppose. And if he wishes he may cross the House, I hope he is now
about , Sir, to cross the Tlouse, 0 sit as yet another independent.

SOME 1IQN. MPMRTRS: Hear, hear!
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MR. ROBERTS:. As one of a number of independents. I am glad there

are some members who can resist teﬁptation. From what 1 hear there are
others who cannot. And I may add the Auditor General's Report on a
gquick look through appears to confirm that,Sir. There will be fertile
ground In there for questioning and debate. There are many. items in
there which appear to Be on the verge of illegal as opposed to
simply improper . It is surprising how often, just looking it thruoughs
consultants were given money under contracts that did not exist
er in excess of amounts authorized by contract., The Auditor General
being a gentlemen does not name those consultants in most cases,but

I would assume there would be questions placed on the Order Paper

and that in due course we will get the information so that the Touse
and the people of the province can judge for themselwves the merits

of the governments actions.

There seem to be an unseemly anxiety on the government% part to
aid consultants to balance their balance sheets even if the result
was to unbalance the talance sheets of the province of Wewfoundland
and Labrador. Mr. Speaker, when I spoke yesterday I had touched upon
some of the major peoints I would wish to deal with. I had talked at
so~e length about the economy of tke nrovince because I believe that
is the major matter which must concern us in this session. 1 had
snoken of some of the deficiencies,as T see them,in the ecoromy of
the province. And T had said again,as I had said before,that it
is the governments dutv to produce for the Houss some proposals and
some sugpestions as to ways in which our economic situation can be
imnroved.

Mow , Sir, I do not nropose to stand here and to make a “»oech
from the Throne or a mini Speech from the Throne, and I do not
nropose to offer a seriesg of plans right here and now that could be
considered the solution te all the problems facing this province
rodav, The povernment have had twelve months | Sir, since the Fouse

iast assembled. Thev have had six or seven months since the House

[
el
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MR, ROBFRTS:  last met. There are sixteen or seventeen ministers in

the povernment. They have access to all of the public service,

very intelligent who work in the public service, very hright and
knowledgeable men and women who are available to assist the ministers.
They have the advantages of information from the (overnment of Canada.
They have all of the ewpertise and knowledge that could possibly

be made available to any government., It is their job to produce for the
House some plans.

And vhile I expect we will hear from the .gentleman from Green Bays
and T have no doubt the gentleman Grand Falls, probably some others,
ut they will be the two because thev are trying to make their name.
We expect they will he getting up and whining and trving to defend
themselves by atgacking the opposition. And if they want to do that,

that is a perfectly proper tateic .
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MR. ROBERTS: But I shall say, Sir, and I say now

on behalf of us all, that it is a waste of their time, a waste
of our time,and a waste of the Province's time because they will
not convince us, they cannot convince themselves,and the people
of the Province have already judged for themselves the .
spectacle of a govermment that after five vears in office has
produced ne plans and is still acting like they are an
opposition.

I would like however, Sir, to talk
briefly about the fishery. I was just getting into this
yesterday and the Minister of Fisheries and I were developing a
lirele bit of a colloquy back and forth. I think that the
fishery is something which is very important to the economy of
this Provinece., It is not all that significant perhaps in terms
of overall dollars, dollars spent or dollars earned, if you wish,
but it is supremely important in terms of the numbers emploved
in the fishery and in the terms. of the impact that thoss jobs
have. Beéause, of course, they are spread throughout the
Province, particularly in the rural areas,and in many of the
rural areas the fishery or fishery generated and related jobs
are the only really possible source of employment, certainly
employment to any significant extent.

Now, Sir, if I were to fault the
government for any one area more than any other it would have to
be in the fishery,because this government came into office back
in the early Winter of 1972, it was in January,1972 as I recall
it, professing great plans for the fisherv,  In the previcus
canpalgn which had been held in October of that year, the
Premier went about the Province and made a number of speeches
which sounded very good indeed.,and I have no doubt were meant to
sound very good indeed, speeches in which he said what would bhe
done to develop the fisherv. The people, I think, believed that.
They wanted to hear this, the people of the Province did, and

because the Premier had worked for a number of vears in the fish
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MR. ROBERTS: business, the family enterprises, the

Northeastern Fish enterprise at Harbour Grace, they felt
further that he obviously had some expertise. Well I will
not say anything about that except that what seems to te
so often is not so. But I do want to look at the sorts of
promises thev made because they have not been kept,nror have
we had anv explanation as to why they have not been kept or
possibly why they cannot be kept. So I ask the Minister of
Fisheries when he speaks in this debate, as I hope he will
and I am sure he will, to talk for a few minutes - he will
have forty-five minu%es according to the rules, more if he
chooses to put down a motion of mnonconfidence, then he gets
unlimited time and he will need it,I would think,to exnlain
a motion of nonconfidence coming from a minister,although
there is a precedent.

I was reminded the other day by
the gentleman from Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) that at one
stage the Premier of the Province did second a motion of
nonconfidence in his administration, Sir William Lloyd back
in 1919 I believe it was. A motioun of nonconfidence was made
by the opposition side, there seemed to be no seconder so
the Premier stood up and seconded it and in due course the
motion carried.

But I would invite the Minister of
Fisheries to tell us about the government's fishery plan with
some specificity - I think I got that correct - with some
specific detail. We heard from the Premier back in 1971
about the Dutch auction system,and we heard nothing since. I
would like to know whether it is proposed still to implement
that and if not, why net? And if the reasons whv it is not
soine to heo immlemented are as T suspect thev are, how does the
minister square that with the Premier’s public commitment? He
was not Premier at that point,he was leader of a party, a man

seeling tn he Premier, how he squares both positions?
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MR. ROBERTS: Because I suspect the reasons why that

system to date has not been Implemented, and I assume the fact
that it has not been implemented is evidence of the fact that
it is not going to be implemented, that the evidence of that,
or the reasons why were as well known in October of 1971 as
they are in February of 1977.

I would alsc ask the minister pleszse
to tell us a little about further processing of fish. Now
this is something which has cropped up ~ perhaps the government
Whip could whip away for a moment or two. T will not be long
with the Minister of.Fisheries and then the gentleman from
Bonavista North (Mr, Cross} could have whataver converse he
needs to have with the minister - but I would ask the minister
to talk to us about the further processing of fish because this
is a bit of a hoary perennial. It has been around, I guess,
as long as there has been fish. The onlv one that is more
ancient or more widespread is the smoking of salmon,and my
friend and colleague from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) last yvear,
I think, laid this ome out in some detail and showed what could
be done and what had to be done. OFf course it is a matter of
regret that nothing has been done by the govermment with respect
to the smoking of salmon.

But the further

t)l’ﬁ:

L
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Mr, Roberts:

processing of fish: Now yesterday, it was yesterday, Sir, I read

the words from the Throne Speech,rhe same words were used in 1972

as in 1977, or almost the same words, certainly the same ideas. Why
has nothing been done} I am assuming nothing has been done, and
that is a valid assumption. There may be a little that ﬁas been done,
I think, Fishery Products,in particular,are doing some - 'Pat' are

they doing some breading up at the plant in Burin now and in

Marystown?
MR. CANNIKNG: They have been doing it a long time,
MR. ROBERTS; Yes. That is just itjthey have been doing it for

a long time, and théy are not doing it as a result of any government
programme Or any goverument encouragement, They are doing it because
in their view, as a commerical operation, and very shrewd operators
indeed the men who run Pishery Products Limited, you know, that there
is a dollar to be made in it.

Well,I would like to know what the government intend to do?
And the words are here in the Throne Speech. They were heré five years
past, almost the same words. Nothing has been done by the government.
Now, you know, why net is aan important question. Bur that is
essentially dealing with the past, and I am not terribly interested
in that. What I am interested in is what is going to be done? Are
these just more empty words? What specifically can be done? What are
the government provosing to do? We export from this Province each
vear millions and millions and more millions of pounds of fish fillets,
many of them go out in the form of five pound blocks or fourteen pound-
is it fourteen or sixteen?

AN HON. MEMBER: Sixteen and a half pound blocks.

MR. ROBLRTS: Sixteen and a half pound blocks. I thank my - -
there is an awful lot of expertise in the fishery business over licre,
in all aspects of the fishery business; men who have run large plants,
as my friend from Fortune-tlermitage (Mir, J. Winsor). ‘v friend from
Ferryland (Mr. O'Drien) whe has Luilt and runs a very successiul

eperation, an example of what can be done by penuine enterprencurship

in the business, My friend {rom Durin-Placentia West (Mr, Canning)
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Mr. Roberts:

who has a leng expericnce with the fishery, and with the operation
of the fisherv busivess, and others.

But ve export millions of pounds of fish, much of it in
the form of sixteen and a half pound blocks, scme of it in the form
of five pound hlocks, some of it in the form of IQF, individually
quick frozen fillets. What are we going to do for further
processing? Uhat do the government propose? Is it just another
pipe dream? Or do they have something specific in mind? You can
only do so many things with a pound of fish, Mr. Speaker. You
get it from the water, and you cut the head off, and you take the
gut out, and then yeu filler it, and you are left with about a
third of the landed weight of the round fish. It varies, the
recovery varies significantly from time to time, and from plant to
plant, and even,l guess, from worker to worker within a plant.

But as & good working average you are left with about a third, and

that is the part that we eat. Most of it is edible if it were made into
fish protein concentrate. That was the great answer,l suppose,ten or
twelve years ago; fish protein concentrate was going to be the answer
but it did not work cut feor one reason or another.

But now what do the government propose to do with that pound
of £ish? Just what can be done to add labour to it? Can it be
breaded , and made into breaded portions? Are they going tfo make it
into fish and chips? You know, just what do they propose to do?

And how much additional labour will it produce? Obviocusly the

government has some detailed plans. They must. There are specific

[ N

words here in tie Throne Speech, but they are no: specific programmes.
Let me sav if I can find the words, Mr. Speaker. There are so many

words here, and so litrle information, it is sometimes hard. Well, they

do not spring readily to mind, Sir-My indexing system concentrates

on the realistie ideas. Dut anwwenv, the reprocessing is back in here
Capgain, and I would like the minister to tell us specifically what :hey
Bave in oind, cot dust the airv-fairy generalities, not the empty
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Mr. Roberts:

words or the statements of intention; empty or not, we have had all
those. FExactly what do they see?

And I would like him as well te talk to us about the 5,000
jobs in the joint venture§which the Premier promised us following
the German trip some months ago. I believe the minister accompanied
the Premier on that particular excursion. And while I do not have
the press cuttings in front of me, the Premier announced in behalf
of the govermment on the way back that joint ventures could provide
5,000 iobs., I would like for him to talk to us about that,

My understayding cf the 6,000 zons which we spoke of, and
my friend from Ferryland {Mr. O'Brien) has asked a question which made

it clear that, that is

W
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R, ROMERTS: 2,400 tons of filleted bene-in product that

will go ashore in Marvstown or larbour Gracec,if the nronosal
is accepted,and will then be further filleted, and that may
nrovide between 300 and 470 jobs at each plant for three to
four months. Now if that is so we are talking of nossiEly
300 to 400 iobs for six to eight months. If vou work that
out that is about 400 to 52 jobs for a vear, which is one-
tenth of the number of jobs which the Premier spoke of in his
public statements.And given the fact that that 6,000 tons is
one-third of the allowable harvest in the scientific sense

of that - the miniéter shakes his head. 6&.000 is near enough
to one—-third of 20,000 which is the allowable harvest ¢f the
Canadian portion reserved fer deen sea of that particular
Bamilteon Banks stock., There may well be other stocks. There
are other stocks,put T am speaking of the only stock in respect
of ﬁhich joint venture provpsals to my knowledge.

MR, W. CARTER: You are speaking of 1977.

MR, PorTRTl: T am talking of 1977, yes. Yes. Today. Yes.
As Lord Keynes wmused to say, in the long run we will all be dead.
So we prefer te sneak of the short term. e have to live through
1977 before we apnroach 19783. We must think of 1978 but we must

also be somewhat comscious of 1977.

MR. PECKFORD: Fantastic.

M. ROBFRTS: Yes., It is fantastic. And if a minister would
onlv grasn that fact we mignt he a long wavs abead. Tf the
Minister of Energv could onlv eraso the fact that before his

dreams comes to fruition we are all goine to be paving so frightfully
muich for our enerov in this Province that we are coine to frv

the Minister of Pnerov, wheoever he isyand hano the cost,then

he would he further ahood.

hocause T oas denling wic come sedinta shar b othiin® e wreame ver hany
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M. RORBEPTS: and very relavant, very much to the point. And

I think the minister would agree that, whether he agrees with
what 1 say or not.that these points are matters which must be
discussed, So I would like to know what hapnened to the 5,000
jobssor more nrecisely,if the minister still bhelieves we will get
them, when we will get them, where we will get them, and how
we will get them.

I would 1like him also to tell us of the government's
nlans to expand the catching capacity of our fishermen because
it is obvious, Sir, that the catching canacity is the kev. The
real reason we are-in this bind over the joint ventures, or I think
there is a new term on them now,co-partnerships, the real reason
is that we do not have the catching capacitv. And yet at the
same time paradoxically almost all of our trawlers and draggers
are going out and catching far less than they are designed or
actual catching capacity. What are thev averaging, I ask my

end from Fortune - Hermitage (Mr., J. Winsor), a third or

[N

ir
a quarter of what they could be taking?

MR, J, WINSOR: Now?

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, Forzet the quotas, because the gquotas do

not restrict the amount of fish as much as they say so many trins
a month. A quarter, a half on the Banks?

MR. J. WINSOR: Less than a half.

MR. ROBERTS: Less than half. Mv friend from Fortune-Hermitage

{Mr. J. Winsor) says some have besen catching nex:t to nothing.

So T mean we have a trawler fleet that could be catching two or
three times as much as it is catching now, Am I right? Mavbhe
if the fish was there. We will come back to that point. 3ut we
have a capacity and vet in the light of that canacity we are
talking of foint ventures.

MR, Y. CARTER Yr. Speoaker, cen T -

MP. RORRERTS Yoll of course.
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MR, W. CARTER: I thank the hon. member, I do not think he deliberatelw

means to mistead the "'ouse but obviously what he is sayins is.

The present catching efforts is catching about half,I think. I think
the average stern dragper is capable of landing 7.5 miliion

pounds of fish a vear.Thev are landing about half that tuch.

We are not talking about the co-operative fishing ventures,

Mr. Sneaker, We are not talking about ships that would fish

in areas that are traditionally fished by our existing fleets.

We are talking about co-operative fishing ventures in the ice
infested, inaccessible areas, the Northern areas, where these
ships would not be’ capable of fishing at this time of yeaf hecause
they do not have the ice re-enforcing capability.

MR, SMALLWOOD: They certainly would,

MR. ROBERTS: = Mr. Speaker, before my friend from Twillingate

(Mr. Smallwood) and my non-parliamentary friend from St. Mary's -
The Capes (Mr. W. Carter), we mayv be friends in the personal
sense, indeed I hovpe we are, but in the parliamentary sense

we are not now friends, before they get into too much of a
debate let me carry on and say that both these gentlemen in

thelr anxiety and desire to dispose of the thing have

anticipated points that I was going to make.

=
AL
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MR. ROBERTS:

I must be allowed,subject to the rulessto make them in my own

way, to develop the line of argument. Because the gentleman for
Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) of course brought out the fact,as he

did today at Question Period,which completely explodes the government's
whole case with respect to joint ventures. I mean it is the pin

that pricked the balloon of hot air,and the fact that these joint
ventures are now,according to the Premier, restricted to the areza
between Cape St. Mary's in the South and Cape Chidley in the North,
which is the whole area that we have ever fished other than along the
Southwest Coast and-up into the Gulf and thea down the Northwest Coast,
the whole area we have fished,particularly the deep sea area.

But let me go on, Sir, because as I said we have - and I had
drawn no conclusions, I had merely made the statement that we have
the paradoxical situation where on the one hand there are stocks
that we canmnot catch. Now whether we shouid catch them or not is
a matter that must be discussed. But we can agree that we cannot
catch those-stocks with our present ships. We do not have the ships
that are necessary to fish at this time of the year,or in the next
month or the month after, in the waters off the Hamilton Banks which
is, by the way, the nursery of our fishery.

At the same time we have ships that are not paying their way
in the sense they are not catching anything like the fish they are
designed to catch or capable of catching and could catch at really
no additional cost. I am referring to the trawler fleet, the ninety-
five or ome hundred ships which supply our fish plants around this
Province.

Now, Sir, I think that this question of catching capacity must

be at the heart of the whole fishing policy, the whole policy on

fisheries. We have talked for vears about stocks as if it were the
only rroblem, Tt is a preblem but tirat is now coming under concrel,
We have a 200-mite limit., It is in force. It is im effect. This

vear we are using the auotas that have been set by ICNAF. Next year

Yy
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MR. ROBERTS:

we will be setting ocur own quotas. They may or may not be different,
I mean,I have no way to know that. But next year the quotas will

be developed by Canadian officials, Canadian ministers as well, and
presumably on the basis of Canadian scientific data. The quotas may
or may not be significantly different and of course we do not know
whether any or all of any particular quota will be allocated for the
foreign fishermen, the foreign fisheries fleets. Indeed I think it
can be said that if we do not‘have the capacity to catch a stock which
ocught to be caunght, then,you know,our case Iin world public opinion,
in the world of intermational law,is very weak. 1If we cannot catch
it, I suppose we are obligated in the moral sense, in the very real
sense as well,to allow some other nations to catch it,

MR, SPEAKFR: Did somebody say no? I am sorry. 1kt was sowevody out in the gellery .

MR, SMALLWOOD: We could decide to just hold it as a nursery.

MR. ROBERIS: The hon. gentleman for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood)

is again anticipating a point I wanted to make becauge, of course,

we could - the guestion is whether wé should or should not catch any

particular quota. Tt is worth looking at the quotas, The information

is quite public, bhut I suspect many hon. gentlemen have not had

the opportunity to look at it. £ we look at the area to which

the Premier adverted todav which is ICNAF 2J3KL - that essentially,

Mr. Speaker, for those who like myself are not intimately familiar

with the. ICNAF area, that is the Cape Shore to the Cape St, Mary's.

It is our Northeast Coast and our East Ceoast, And the Southern Shore.
The total quota for this year, the total allowable catch, is

160,000 tons of fish, Now if you want to compare that to other

areas, ICNAF area | was 31,000, area 2 was 20,000, area 3} - we

are coming around the South Coast now, arcund Cape Race and going

West - was 25,000, 380 was 30,000, 3PS was 32,000. We are getting

up.I think.on the St, Pierre Banks are we not now. The 3PS was

coming West along the Southwest Coast into the Culf. &TVN is 15,000,

AVN is 3,500, 4VSW is 7,000 and then there are three other areas,

T2
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MR. POBERTS:

4,000 5,000 and 20,000. Sc in other words that 160,000 tons is
possibly - I have net added them up here, Sir - half the total allowable
catch within the 200-mile limit this year. And Canada's 70,000

ton allocation is by far and away the largest allocation_within that.

The other allocations in

Y-
v
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MR. ROBERTS: that bilg area, the 23 3KL area, Canada - 70,000,
Cuba - 1,810, NDenmark - 1,69, France - 5,630, the Federal
Republic of Cermanvy - 300, the German Democratic Renublic - none,
Iceland ~ nore, Italy - none, Japan - none, MNorway - 800, Poland -
850, Portugal - 5,950, Spain - No, Portugal, I am sorry -
Norway - 1,610, Poland - 7,430, Portugal - 21,100, Spain - 16,270,
the Soviet Union - 18,880, the United Kingdom - 1,330, the Americans -
none, others - 1,200.

So.you know,the 70,000 ton allocation that Canada retains
out of that 160,000 tons is larger than any other nation
and it is just about half the total. And it is interesting, Sir,
when we talk about stocks and we talk about quotas, very often
we do not realize just what is involved. Vhat T just read
are the allocations that have heen made this vear for all of the
ced stocksy and they are here for all the other species of course
in the entire 200 mile limit arez, beginning between the Coast
of Greenland and Northern-Labrador and coming right down around
to where our 200 mile iimit comes up against what will be shortly
the American 290 mile limit.

Now, Sir, as I was saying,the catching effort is at
the heart of fisheries policy. We have control of the stocks now
and what use we make of them remains to be seen. We hope it is
a wise use. We try to make it wise but we have control of the
stocks. The question now is what are we geing to do to make
sure we can catch the fish. There may be arguments over how
much fish should be caught, that hon. gentlemen)I know,will he
interested to know that that 1&0,000 tfons 'is about cne-cuarter
of what was recarded twe or threoe vears nast as the total

~ oy

allowable cateh in that WL area.

RN CARTFR: 600,000 rons.

MRLORNRTnTO Te was abont GO0 NAN 1o is about 167 090

n

now, it is about ope-quarter in round Lerms,  To has been reducen
sienif{icanti,

MpL, W, CARTER 199 next voar.

2NG
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MR, ROBERTS: Well the minister tells me it is 180

next vear. I have no way to know., I mean I dc not have

access to that sort of knowledge. What I want to know is

what plans the government have to fit our fishermen to take

that fish., Because, Sir, it seems to me that the answeé to that
question has in it the answer to the whole policy on the joint
venture ideaj,and has in it the whole answer to the future of

the fishery, partiecularly the Nertheast Coast fishery. And this
is the big fishery in employment terms, the inshore fishery,

the deep sea fishery, the fishery which begins essentially here
at St. John's. I sénpose we could go to’'Catalina really, a vear
round plant, thanks to the Smallwood Administration preoviding
the ships that went in there.

MR. BRETT: I beg your pardon.

MR. ROBERTS: The gentleman f£rom Trinity North may beg all

he wantssbut I can assure him,and the records will support me,
that the Smallwood Administration arranged with Fishery Products

the finance arrangements to allow the three extra trawlers to

go 1in.
MR, BRETT: Into Catalina.
MR, ROBERTS: Into Catalina, ves of course we did.

MR. BRETT: The £irst ship, what about the other four?

MR. ROBERTS: Those who go - the piloneers are the ones who
count. The plant had to be shown to be economical and to show
it could work vear round,

MR. BRETT: Poppycock.

MR. ROBERTS: But, Mr. Speaker, the fact remains that bepinning

at Catalina we get into the vear round plants, coming around going

up to Port aux Basques.

™y AT, : . . .
MR. LINIDRICAN: The plant down in Ontalina dees not ee I{lo thnr,

2N6
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MR. ROBERTS:  Well sure it does, ves. Sure it does, yes. Yes.

0f course they can. O0Of course they can. We will come to that
in due course. I am quite happy to debate anytime we wish

the government's record on Lab- Linerboard. We can talk

about that. We can talk about fishery gear scandals,toé.

You know and the minister's record in Rural Development. We
can talk about a lot of things 1f the minister wants.

Now let me come back to the fishery, Mr. Speaker., Let
me come bdack to the fishery. 3Because the vear round fishery is
very important,but so is the inshore fishery and this stock
is not only of valée to the offshore fishery but it is of -
not just of value to the inshore fishery, it is the survival
of the inshore fishery. And I want to know from the minister
what plans he has to fit our fishermen to get those stocks.

I do not want him to blame Ottawa. As i said vesterday, the
minister served in Ottawa for six or seven years as a Member

cf Parliament and he came back here allegedly because he could
do nothing in Ottawa and now that'he gets hers he has a tendency
to blame everything on Ottawa. Well that is the reason why,

you know, he gets nowvhere, or gets so little done, Let him be

a little more positive, a little more forthcoming and let him
tell us exactly what thev propose to do with respect to the

catching effort. How are

N7
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MR. ROBERTS:

we are going to get more longliners, more inshore hoats,
because the inshore boat still hasyand the minister I think, will admit
this, a very real future. The longliner is impeortant but it is not the
only answer. VWhat are we going to do as well to replace our trawler
fleet and to acquire the trawler capacitv that is necessary to catch
whatever we should catch? Turthermore I would like to hear the minister,
Sir, while we are on this subject of taking the fish stocks of the
North East Coast, I would like to have him say specifically what he
thinks wé can take from the alleocations. The seventy thousand tons
that wé have been alloted up in that area, the Hamilton Banks Fishery,

2
that great mother stqpk , the nursery of all our fishery, what does he
think we should take , we can take?
Scientists sav we can take seventy thousand. Tiftv thousand his been
allocatéd to the inshore fishery om a more or less arbirrary basis.
I believe it is related to the amount that has been caught the last
few vears. But it is purely arbitrary . I think we could increase the
inshore fishery very significantly., and I would like to hear-the
minister tell us what he thinks we can take and should take from that
stock. And the question is of great importance, Sir, and great

nrgency. wWhile we are on joint ventures, Sir,or growing out of what

3
I said ahout the need to increase the catching capacity, could the
minister tell us exactly where this government stands on joint ventures ?
Because every time a question is asked in khe ilouse or a statement
is made or the Premier makes a speech- I do not think the minister has
made a speech on it, I have not come acress it or have not hesrd of
it if he has -every rime this hanpens we get another different slant on
it. So will the minister quite categorical Fell us where we stand,
What he propeoses. T understaad that the minister and the Premier have
at one stage asked Ottawa to approve proposais for twentv thousand tons.‘

tell the minister savs no and I must accept his word. But my sources

are just as accurate because thev were at the meeting. 7T was not at



February 8,1977 Tape 98 Alf=2

MR. ROBERTS: the meeting. Well,the miniscer was but the people who

told me this‘were} and all I want is the minister to stand when his
turn comes and to do something he has not done: To state categorically
exactly what is proposed,

Mr. Speaker, I also would like the govermmant to tell us where
and how long they think any joint venture should last. Are we going
for a one yvear period? Are we going for a longer period? Vhat are
we going to do to make sure we get the maximum returns from it? Just
where do we stand? I could list quastion after question. The
significant point though is where- this government has given us next
to no information on what could be one of the either most promising,
rhere are those who helieve that, I anm not one of them; or one of
the most threatening,which I think is the camp I am cozming into,
developments ever td affect our fishery. After a long, long time the
idea that Canada should take control of her stocks out to the
200 mile limit has been accepted and made laﬁ} and poliev has now
founded on.

Here we are into it, intoc this new era and what are we talking of?
More than anvthing else we are talking of asking the people from outside
Canada to come in and catch our fish, Mr, Speaker, I very much hope
the government will deal with that and the minister will give us a
full explanation. There are two or maybe three, 8t least two motions
on the Order Paper, private members motions,one of which should be
called fairly early because it is ¥o.2, The gentleman from LaPnile.

He takis a position or suggests a position. Mine is further dowm. It

takes a different position. I would suggest we get all the facts hefore

we take & position for or against the joint ventures., But I must say

the more I hear zbout them, the less I like. And I think I reflect the
‘ews of mv colleagues,

VR. CARTTR: I do not want to interrupt the hon. member.

MR. ROBERTS: Well then do not. Mr. Speaker , if the hon gentleman

does not want to interrunt me , let him not inrerrupt me.

MR, CARTIR: Ohviously, Mr., Spegker -
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MR, NOBFERTS: Mr. Snealer, I have the right to speak,subject ' to

the rules of the louse.
MR, CARTER: You want to know the facts.

MR, RORERTS: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. gentleman wants to male a

speech then let him make a sneech. Fe stood up earlier to ask a
question , he said. And all he did was to get off a three or four
ninuse speech, which made more senge than many of the min;stefs
speeches.I am desperately anzious to know the facts. The minister,
Mr. Speaker, the minister has had months , he has had months and
trips to Germany and everywhere else to work out some facts and to
make them public. He has not maHe them public. Indeed one would
almost think that hé pas been ordered into silence by tha Premier.

’

And now he wants to interrupt the one chance I get.

j
4
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Mr. Roberts.

So I say that the minister should make a statement. If he wants
to make it as a ministerial statement, let him., If he wants to

speak in the debate, let him} but let him not attempt in-guise
of asking a question to interrupt the few minutes at my disposal.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to turn briefly, because
that is all it really requires, to deal with the hon. gentleman
from Trinity North (Mr. Brett), who earlier today made a ministerial
statement, and in my view abused the privilege, because he knew
that he could not be challenged on debate, He knows you cannot
debate a ministerial statement. It is improper, and it is against
the rules. But he made a statement, significantly not tabling
a copy of it.

_MR. BRETT: I did table a copy of it.

_MR. ROBERTS: Well, the minister indicates that he did table a copy.
I apologize to him. All I will say is that it has gotten no further
than the table.of the House, because the pages for ome reason or
another have aot brought it any further than the table of the House.
Indeed, perhaps, the gentleman who is at the table, 1f there is
a coov of the statement, could let me have a copy of it, or if
the minister had one, because I wish te refer to some points the
minister made, and I would just as soon quote him accurately if I
am to quote him at all.

Mr. Speaker, the thrust of the minister's statement
dealt, of course, with the government's programme ,or part of the
government's $2 million programme, the Band Aid. And I want to
refer specifically to one or two statements the minister made,
and then we can go on from there.

Now [ am perplexed by the minister’'s statistics.

Tie minister said on page ) of nis stafement thatvin December 1¥/1 -

before the present adminisiratlon came to power - there were 9,200
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Mr, Roberts.

able-bodied social assistance cases on our payroll. However, in the
intervening five years we have practically cut this caseload in
half. For example, in December,1976 there were only 5,1%6
able-bodied social assistance cases on the payroll." And (hen
he goes on, "These are facts which cannot be refuted.” '

Now I do not pretend to refute the minister on facts
which he says cannot be refuted, but he says, "In December,l9706 there

' His office

were only 5,196 able-bodied social assistance cases,'
refused to reveal the figures to our staff when we called, and
yet the - I am going to make sure that I have apples and apples here -
government's own statistics, as put out - the date is actually
January 21, 1977 -the flash sheet by the Central Statistical Services
Planning and Priorities Secretariat,Executive Council show that

the number of people ~and it is for November, it is the last

month made public.- heads of families and/or single persons in
receipt of short-term basic social assistance were 10,441, which

is an increase of ;4.7 per cent from the number, the same category
receiving assistance in the same month the year before. And over the
year we have had an increase of 10 per cent from January to November
inclusive. Now I do not have the December figures, because the minister's
officials declined to release them to the press, The word I got was
to the press or to the House of Assembly.

But I am unable to understand why in November,1976

we had 10,441 people, heads of familes and/or single persons -~

this might be 30,000 or 40,000 or 50,000 people but we are talking
units, and a unit is a head of a family or a single person in
receipt of short~term basic social assistaﬁce - how it can be 16,441
in November,1976 and only 5,196 in December,1976, And I am assuming
that able-bodied socizl assistance cases are essentially the same

as heads of families and/or single persons in receipt of short-term basic

28
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social assistance. Now if the minister would like to speak to that,
I would gladly yield only for a second on the understanding

that I can resume my remarks. But I am genuinely perplexed at

that, Sir, -

MR. SPZAKER (Dr. Collins): The hon. Minister of Social Services.

MR. BRETT: If the hon, mwember would yield, Mr. Speaker, yes,
I can explain that very elearly. First of all there was a decrease

in the month of December,
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MR. BRETT:

I do not know the exact number, probably attributable to the fact

that fishermen qualified for unemployment insurance in Degember of
this year for the first time. But the difference in the figures,

Mr. Speaker, are - the number that I have given here-are the families
of one or more who are actually in receipt of, say, food, clothing,
shelter, the whole thing. Whereas there are guite a number ~ for
example, we have people who are getting, say, drugs alone. We have
peopie who are getting just transportation, just one aspect of welfare
like that. And these are not included in this figure here. But

the number of families who are actually in receipt cof able-bodied
assistance in whole -

MR. PECKFORD:Who are totally dependant on the government.

_MR. BRETT: Totally - that is the word I was looking for, Thank
you,hon . member - totally dependant on the government at the end
of December was actually the number that I gave, 5,196,

But if you take the whole thing into consideration, as the hon.
member was saying, people who are getting drugs alone, people who are
getting rent alone and so on and so on, we will come up with 2 larger
figure. But the total number is the rumber that I have given here.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr., Speaker, I thank the hon. gentleman., Of course

under the rules of the House I accept his explanation. 3But I find
it passing strange because in my experience - I was minister of the
old Welfare Department for the better part of twelve months - it

is just not so that half the people receiving short-term basic
social assistance are receiving only the supplementary forms of

assistance. I just find that passing strange.

P, MUPPHY: What about the unwed mothers.
VP, ROBEPTS: Yes.Il realize there are unmarried mothers. Of
course there are unmarried mothers. Many of those are long-

term hecause of course the -

MRLOYOINIC o Thev are not ahle-bhodied, thaugh,

MR, ROBRTRTS: I do not thirk the hen. gentleman is saying that -
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MR. ROBERTS:

well many unmarried mothers are able~bodied. Mr. Speaker, I do
not think anvbody would maintain that there are 5,000 unmarried
mothers in this Province receiving short-term assistance in the
month of December.

But, you know, it is something that the minister perhaps should
give us a little more on because I can bite the apple another way,
My, Speaker, I do not believe the minister's figures. I think
he is being honest but I do not think he is being completely frank.
I have here government tables actually from the statistics books
that are put out sh9wing short-term sccial assistance for the month
of March, But I am comparing apples and apples. The minister choose
December, IUnfortunately I do not have the figures for December here.
But I have the cnes for March.

The number of able-bcdied cases assisted in March, 1971 by
electoral distriets and occupation of family head. I dragged
these out because quite frankly I was rather deeply struck by
the minister when he claimed and he boasted to have cut able-bodied
social relief by fifty per cent over five years because it squares
with nothing that I know or nothing that I have heard. Those of
us who dezl with constituents, you know, it just does not wash,

In Marcﬁ, 1971 there were 6,592 people receiving able-bodied
assistance, Okay. And I could give the minister a breakdown by
district or by occupation. In Marcy, 1972 it had dropped somewhat
to 6,349, a miniscule drop but z drop nenetheless. In 1973 it
had dropped te 4,882, In 1974 to 3,788 and in 1975 ro 4682. And
T do not have those particular statistics for March, 1976 but
all I will say is they show no such decrease as the minister has
talked cf. They show at most 6,500 to 4,600 from 1971 to 1975,
the same month. So the minister's statement is just - I am not
allowed to call it incorrect and I do not believe the minister meant
to mislead - but it is extremely misleading.

I called it mischievous. I am told it should be mischieveus and

I am glad that I am brought up on this. T do not think it is anything
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MR. ROBERTS:

like the kind of candid and frank statement we have a right to expect
from a minister giving details of an important programme, I think

the minister has got to explain it, Sir. I appreciate his interventiom.
But, you know, I could be convinced but it is going to take some
convincing to convince me that more than or approximately one-half

of the people getting assistance on a short-term basis, basically

an order issued from an individual office as opposed to a check

coming from St. John's - I think that is the basic distinction these
days - that more than half or approximately half of those are not
receiving - you know, are not the unemployed employables as opposed

to unemployed unemplovables. I just quite frankly
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Mr. Roberts:

think that the minister’'s statements are incorrect, and the
statistical evidence which we can gather at this point certainly
indicates it. We have not cut in half, I wish the Heavens we
had the number of people getting sogial assistance in this
Province.

You know, indeed 1if Your Honour wants to know what has
happened, look at just four years,or three years.the average number
getting short trerm social assistance, the average number of heads
of families or single ahle-bodied was 6,500, 6,600 in 1974, 7,100
in 1975, 9,000 in 1976, these are on averages. We do not have an
average for 1977, of course, but it is 10,500 in the first month of
1877. |

So in that light, Sir, the government's programme becomes
even less, It is not even a decent Band-Aid. What the minister tecld
us in his statement today was the government -

AN HON. MEMBER: What about the social aspects?

MR. ROBERTIS: I will come to the social aspects. The minister told

us today that the government proposed to take, I think,he talked of
about 400 people on the social assistance projects, I am sorry, on
social assistance, and in effect put them to work. Now remember

an important distinction between this monstrosity of a programme

and something like LIP or Canada Works. The basic philosophy behind

LIP or Canada Works and -~ and by the way if the minister wants

an illustration of the need, let me give him this one. The minister

up in Ottawa today,Mr. Cullen,announced that they have received a

lot of applications for Canada Works in this Province. The applicatioﬁs
they have received total, the requests that have come in toral 331 million.
These are projects that groups and individuals throughout the Province
conceived,put on paper.sent in. That is six times the money they

have allocated. They have allocated $§3 million which is two and &

half times, 250 per cent as much as the government here.
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MR, PECKFORD: Forty times thHe budpet.

MR. ROBERTS: Maybe forty times as much, I do not know what

it is. This $2 million is two~tenths of one per cent of the government's
budget.

MR, RIDEOUT: A billion dollar budget.

MR. ROBERTS: It is not what the government have wasted on Gull

Island. The minister has wasted more than $2 million on Gull Island
this year. My God,every time I go_down to get my mail I see twenty
or thirty cars with Hydro! Hydro have an employee, Mr. Speaker, who
goes out every morning, he tells me, and starts the cars down there,
a man who gets out and warms up their cars. I go and get my mail at
Philip Place,is it? 'that is where my post box is located, and you
see fifteen or twenty or thirty or forty Bydro cars. They have
wasted $2 million in Hydro alone, the minister's own department.

The CFLCo jet must cost half of that a year,sdinging people around

on shopping trips to Montreal, and all the other marvelous things

it does.
¥R, FLIGHT: All-terrain vehicles 21l sver the place.
MR. ROBERTS: Yes, all-terrain ~ you cannot get into the hunting

areas in Central Newfoundland,I am told,for all-~terrain vehicles
with Hydro stamped on them.

Mr. Speaker, to come back, because I am talking something
serious and the Minister of Mines and Energy should stay out of that
kind of discussion, he is not equipped to get into it, the point I
am mzking is that this government have brought together a programme
that does not say to people avound the Island and throughout Labrador
send us your ideas and we will evaluate them, and we will gc for the
ones we can up to the limit of the money we 5ave available. Instead
what they have done is some geniuses the minister and his colleagues,
had decided they are going te pick projects and pick people, not locally
initiated, no local initiative,it is a St. John's initiative, and 400
men and women throughout this Province -re geing to get their orders,

obviously, and the order is off you go ro work on the project. And
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Mr. Roberts:

the minister told us— now what are they going to do when they work?
The minister told us, the figure is in here somewhere, Sir, or is it?
Yes, $?02,000 allocated to the Department of Social Services. Now,
Sir, he also told us there would be - I have to look to find the
figures - 400 jobs at $702,0090, and that is about $1,600 or $1,700

a job. My arithmetic I think is pretty accurate, $1,700, $1,750,

400 for $702,000. Now the minimum wage in this Province is $100

a week, that is the minimum wage.

AN EON .MEMBER: The LIP wage is $130.

MR. ROBERTS: The LIP wage that has been so justly decried,or

3

Canada Works,is $115, is it not?

AN HON. MEMBER: LIP is $130.

MR. ROBERTS: LIP is $130.

249
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MR. ROBEATS: So lset us assume those peonle are sent to work
for the minim: wage. They will get seventzen weeks work. Now
we are getting to the real heart of this project. This is
what this government have done. One-third of the total expenditure,
now heavens knows tomorrow we will have another ministe; noD
up and maybe two or three,because it is Private Members' Nay,
and they would like to try to restrict debate there, but we
will have a minister pop up and read the statement that somehodv
has written out for him as the minister did teday.

We are talking 400 jobs at seventeen weeks each at $100
each. That is thi; government 's response to the 10,441 people

who are on short term basic social assistance and even the

minister claims that 5,200 of those -

MR. FLIGHT: Shameful.
MR, ROBERTS: - 5,200 of those are able~bodied. And, Mr. Sneaker,

we are not going to have a local initiative, We are going to go
back to the o0ld days where vou were told to work for vour relief.
That is what this govermment are talking of, not loczl initiatives,
net Canada Works -

PREMIER MOORES: 1If possible, ves.

MR. ROBERTS: Yes,if pessible.the Premier savs, Well his colleague
has found the way to do it, work for relief. Ve wiil ha%e another
Road DNeluxe or ancther Indian Meal Line. The Indian Meal Line,I am
told,got its name hecause the men who were forced to work on it

were naid in Indién meal. The Road Deluxe.

MR, NFARY: We have one over on Bell Island the Wac Road.

MR, ROBERTS: What do they call it?

MR, NEARY: The Wac Road. -
M. ROBIRTS:  The Wac Road.

MR, NFARY: Tt was named after Wac -

MR, oRanTnTa. e was the word for dole. Vell now that is the
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MR. ROBFRTS: achievement of this government, to put us back

fortvy years.

MR, FLIGHT: That is tvypical.

YR. ROBF"TS:  Now the minister talks about social value and he
pretends-or mavbe he believes, I do not think he Dretend;,-he
believes that somehow it is socially valuable to take a man who
is on short term assistance because he has no other means of
support, that is basically the condition for getting it, and
put him to work, forcing him to work no doubt, not on projects
that have any local value, but projects which the minister has
dreamed up, or his Bfficials have dreamed up. Now I sav to
the minister that he can talk as he wants, he can boast as he
wants, he can accuse me of making partisan polities if he wants
tos but if he has any concern at all for these people, and nobody
thinks he has unlimited funds at his disnosal as the minister, that
he will say to these pecple, the people in the Province, "All right,
let us work out scme projects along tﬁe LIP line.” If vou want
to talk of social values, $700,000, four hundred people getting by his definition
getting $1,700 each. hat is about half what thev get on the LIP
projects on the average’and I suprose though what is really in the
minister's mind if the truth be known, was that these people at
lzast would get their unemployment insurance contributions because
the real reason that ahlewhodied assistance is down by whgtever
numher it is down is of course the unemnlovment iasurance roles
have swollen dramatically. That is the real reascn whv. And
when this povernment talk and boast 1t is not any oelicy thev have
dorz. It is net any policv they have dene.

I gm not happy that unemployment insurance is the “argest 7
industry we have or that there ave 40,000 or 50,000 Newfound'landers
and Labradorians today drawing UIC, I am not “-n»ov about that at all.

nd T oam not hinony that 10 441 heads of famiTie s apn] gineie o nle-bodind

nen were in receint of hort-term social assistance Jdurine rhe month of
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MR, ROBERTS: December last. The minister will probahly say
T am happy and if he does I will think less of him., Tt will
reveal the depths to which a man will descend. But I say
the only reason why there has been any drop is that the
unemployment insurance roles have swollen dramatically,-
that there are far more people getting unemployment
insurance and they are getting it for far longer. So
one change alone that they made last Spring, the extension
of the fishermen from.,was it fifteen weeks to twenty-four
weeks? the fishermen's benefits gone, that extra nine weeks
will take hundreds'and hundreds of men off the minister's
welfare roles.

¥ow, Mr. Speaker, the minister brings Iin his statesmanly
boast. Well I say, Sir, he should be ashamed of it. I sav that
if that is the best the minister.can do he should get out and let
somebody else take it over. I mean,I thought some of his
predecessors were pretty bad.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!

MR. FLIGHT: You cannct ignore it.

MR. ROBERTS: But if that is the best this minister can do, Sir,

let him go back to the drawing board.
MR. FLIGHT: You cannot ignore it.

MR. ROBERTS: That is not a programme, This government can do better

than that. Any government can do better than that. Lay off

the executive assistants and vou would get a courle of million
dollars. It would be no trouble at all. If vou want a counle

of million dollars,lav off the assistants to the Premicr - - have
been hired for one reason or another.

MR. FLIGHT: Ecrretaries to the assistants.

MR, ROPFRTS: You knowyand all of that, then if the government want

to do something they ask for restraint. Let us see a little restraint

onr the government. The questions are con the Order Paper todav about the

povernment travel, the ministers' travel.,
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Mr. Roberts,

We will see now. We will see if those questions are answered,
how many ministers have lashed out how much on travel. We will
see about restraint. The Minister of Justice's executive assistant,
$2,400 according to the Auditor General for political business
in Grand Bank, back and forth to Grand Bank - $2,400.

MR. CANNING: That is restraint.

MR. ROBERTS: And that 1s restraint. That would have put,

on the minister's standard, one and one-half men to work instead
of going down. And as it was the minister only bearly scraped
inz. He got about thirty-nine per cent of the vote. Twenty-four
hundred dollars spent.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Clean.

MR. ROBERTS: The minister.

Well the Auditor General was quite pertiment
in that remark. He says, "It is certainly improperly appropriated.
It may have been improperly spent." Twanty-four hundred dollars for
an executive assistant to go to the minister's - he boasted of it.
You know, the minister does not visit his district himself so he
sends his assistant down ~ pretty poor. And they talk of restraint.
They talk of restraint. And we see the meaning of restraint when we
come to the minister's statements. If they want to put the people
of this Province to work, Sir, they can do better than that. If
they want positive programmes and a positive response frcﬁ this
House, let them bring in some positlve initiatives. If that is
what the minister has come up with in a year, if that is what the
minister has come up with in a year since last he dealt with this
matter in the Housé, it is pretty poor; misleading figures, figures B
which by no definition can be considered corxryect. It 1s shameful, Sir,
It is disgraceful. People of this Province deserve better than that.
The Auditor Gemeral's Rcport I would commend.

MR. HICKMAN: Mine work full-time.

MR. ROBERTS: That is more than the minister does, more than the average minister.

J03
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MR. ROBERTS: No, Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General's Report

I would commend to all hon, gentlemen; because 1t has in it

some of the most appalling examples of mis-application of government
funds that I have ever seen. Our old friend Mr. George McLean

crops up, and several new versions of consultants crop up. And

in due course the registry tomorrow morning will be occupied
exclusively by M.H.A.'s and research people looking into the

names of some of these companies.that have managed to find a way

to get public money without going through the formalities., We

will be having a look at the Public Tender Act. It is obvious now

that the Public Works Department has deliberately been trying to get
around the Public Tender Act. I will be very interested to hear
whatever comments the gentleman from St. John's East chooses to make

on it, because he sponsored that legislation in the House. Indeed

left the Cabinet over what he believed, and I believe believed
correctly.to be an attempt to subvert that act., And T am sure hie

is reading with great interest now the relevént portion. It is

a very simple device they found, Sir, very simple. The act requires
public tenders on everything over $15,00C. So all they do - they do not
award a contract of more than $15,000., They award twelve contracts

of $12,000 each for a $144.000 Droject.And the Auditor General has blown
it. He has exposed it now. He has done his duty as a servant of this
House. He has made his report. It is public now. We will have the opportunity
to debate it. We will see what answer, if any, the government can make.
And we will see what the Minister of Public Works is doing about it.

He was not minister at the time. He was not responsible ministerial;y;
but he has inherited the mess, and we will see what he is doing. And
they are going to get the lawyers in now to see if the act has been i
broken,

MR. R. MOORES: The minister deces not believe in public tenders.

MR, ROBERTS: Tiie minister has just about teld us that he does not

believe in public tenders. But that is okay, because nobody belicves in the

]
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Mr. Roberts.
minister, So it is Even Steven.

But, Mr, Speaker, I say to the Minister of Public Works,
he has got the onus on him now. He did not create it, He did
not preside over it. But he is there now, and he is responsible
now, and he has got to tell the House exactly what he is going
to do, and there should be an early and a complete ministerial
statement from the Minister of Public Works, a very early and
a very complete statement as to exactly what he is going te do.
Who has been punished? Who was guilty? Obviously somebody was.
An act passed by this House - and it happened time and time again.
It cannot be considered an accident. It is obviously a deliberate
and concerted effort to get around the provisions of the Public Tender
Act,
MR. ROWE: Page 111.

MR. ROBERTS: Page 111 - was 1it? Oh, yes, 107, ves, yes, such as

things ara. 1 am on page llOﬁ

District Vocational Schools, St. Anthony, six
separate work orders for $16,000. The Heavy Equipment School at
Stephenville, four work orders, $19,000. LeMarchant Road building,
three work orders, $34,000. Building 1170, Pleasancviile, $23,000,
six work orders. Prison camp, $16,000, three work orders.
MR. NEARY: I zuess they are ready for when they gc out to the
prison camp. |

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. ROBERTS:

The Auditor General also says, "During the year 1975-1976,5643

wvork orders were issued to companyB. " He has not given us the name
of companyB but in due course we shall fiad out.'' Of these, 496

were issued after the job was completely and subsequent to the
invoice date)! That is a fine way to do business now. After the

job is completely, after you send your invoices we will issue a work
-order. Flfty were issued undated.

Company € which the Auditor General notes is related to company
B - and these two companies have benefited fromthe public trust to
the extent of $1.5 million in the fiscal year, 1975-1976. 1In the
case of company C work performed at one building with a value of
$30,503 was considered one job in the billings of the company but
was covered by sixteen work orders issued by the department.

And the Auditor General goes on in a masterpiece of understatement
and says, "In my opinion tenders should have been called for this
jeb as required by the Public Tender Act."” And he is being very
charitable. During the vyear 1975-1976 485 work orders were issued
to company C. Of these 212 were issued after the job was completed
and subsequent to the date of the invoice. Now what a way to run
a department!

AN HON. MEMBER: He has not been here gince the House opened.

MR. ROBERTS: The minister was not the department minister.

MR. NEARY: No wonder they bounced the other fellow,

MR. ROBERTS: Well now we know the real reason, I guess, why the

gentleman for St. Barbe (Mr. Maynard) was given a quick, horizontal
promotion and the member for Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) was brought back
into the department where he had served with some distincticn for

a number of years,

AN HON, MEMBER: | He has not been in the House so far., I expect

he is out of Cabinet.

¥p, RODLNTS: he pentleman for St. Barbe (Mr. Mavnard), 1 do not

know why he is not in the llouse. I suspect he is still in the Cabinet

J05
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MR, ROBERTS:

We have not heard that he is not. But in any event there are lots
of these lovely things which should be discussed and will be.

My. Speaker, there are one or two cther things I would like to
deal with and so I will mention growing out of the Throme Speech.

I would like to say a word or two about the election expenses
legislation, and I say these with apolegies to Mr. Jamieson of

Open Line who does not thirk it is important., I think it is important.
I think it is very important that the government bring in whatever
legislation they want to bring in, intend to bring in and make it
public early on. I'say that with some pardonable cynicism because

to begin with we were promised the wheole thing last vear and of

course it never surfaced. Then at the same time we all remember

the redistribution proceeding, one of the most shameful acts every
undertaken by a government. The Minister of Justice made a solemn
assurance that never againm would a redistribution be done on 2z partisan
thing, and then spoke and voted for the most shamefully partisan
redistribution ever carried out in this Province,

So I would hope that we would see the election expense legislation
early and that it will be examined thoroughly.and impartially, I
believe there is nothing that is wmore important than ensuring
that the members who get to the House of Assembly get here in the
best possible route. I think that members on both sides will agree
with me that the present system.which has gone on fcr several hundred
years and which is not unique to this Province.,while it may have served
well in the past is not adequate in this day and age. It is time we
had legislation governing strictly the expenditure that is incurred
for election purposes, requiring the source of contributions to be
disclosed publicly so the people can judge for themselves, limiting
rigorously the types of expenditures which can be incurred and
generally cleaning up the whole sordid mress which political [inancing
in this Province today represents.

§§_HOK. PEMBEIP: Petroactive,
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MR. ROBERTS: Yes,retroactive 1f we wish, .I would think too,

Sir, that the government might look at what the government, the
Tory government by the way, of Ontario does and that is allow an
income tax rebate just as the Government of Canada do in respect of
contributions to political parties. Then that might encourage
individuals throughout the Province to contribute to the party of
their choice.

Yeu know,I brought in a motion a couple of vears ago about
public fipancing -

MR. PECKFORD: Did you say corpeorations contribute?

MR, ROBERTS: No,I*said individuals but corporations can too up

to the limit of $100, is it not,or whatever it is. The Income

Tax Act provisions apply equally to a corporation.

MR. DOODY: One hundred dollars is already down.
_MR. ROBERTS: Well the minister and I may well want to discuss the

amounts but $100 I think because you get the maximum percentage
return. What is the maximum? $1,100 under the federal ac;? i
think it is $1;100 in respect of which you can get any tax relief
at all, But it does apply to corporationms.

MR, WHITE: The sgame in Ontario.

MR. ROBERTS: My friend from Lewisporte (Mr. White) tells me

the Ontario rule, Ontario law is exactly the same and so you get
the contribution on - I do not think it is on both sides - but
it is certainly on either side or for & contribution to a provincial

party.

JOR
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MR. ROBERTS: And hopefully we will never again see

the sort of shameful, sordid way in which the present government's
party raised money during the 1975 election. If they want to
have a royal commission we could have a leovely one on that, a
lovely one on that, on how they raised money. .

And the phone calls were made about
targets,and the people who got phone calls, the business people
who got phone calls saying, "This is blank-blank, calling,
and I am calling in respect of a contribution for our party' -
naming the party, not the Liberal Party I hasten to say -~ and
saying here is the target, and the target was an astronomical
sum. And I say to the gentleman from St, John's North (Mr. J.
Carter), that he may well have heard of these things. I know
he took no part of it but he may well have heard of it. Many of
his friends around St. John's,I suspect. have mentioned it to

him. I am sure the gentleman from LaPoile (Mr. Neary), has

MR. NEARY: I have,
MR. ROBERTS: Sordid! Sordid transactions went on.

Close, close to blackmaii,and I do not know if they were carried
out ~

MR. NEARY: You would not think two of these hon.
gentlemen would have the narve to sit over there. They come out
trylng to be Simon White, or Lilly White and Simon Pure and they
continue to sit over thera. They participate in the blood money,
the under-the-table deals, and there they are sitting over there

the two c¢f them. They will get up now and condemn their own

administration.
MR. HICKEY: What about the hon. gentleman?
MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, let not the Minister of

Tourism, who has a whole section of the Auditor Gemeral's Report
just for himseif, a whole section on the maladministration down

in that department under the minister's ministerial supervision,
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MR. ROBERTS: not to mention his conduct of the game

laws and other wildlife, letthe Minister of Tourism not be
heard from on this point.
MR. HICKEY: I gave advance notice last year -

MR. ROBERTS: The minister gave advance notice that

he would be wildlife - that he would live wild?

MR. FLIGHT: He would be wild.
MR. ROBERTS: The minister gave advance notice that

he would be subject to the sort of things in here? In that
case the minister should get the blank out as quickly as
possible and hang his head in shame. The most he can do is
plead not gulilty by reason of ignorance. That is the best he
can hope for from the court of public opinion, the very best.
A minister, Mr. Speaker, who has to send out a memorandum to
his officials -

MR. HICKEY: If I did that I would have a lot of.
friends on the other side.

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, the minister would have more friends

than he has on his oﬁn side, T can tell him. Mr. Speaker, a
minister who has to send z memorandum out to his officials
complaining. 'The proper line of access to me is through the
director to the assistant deputy to the deputy and ther vou may
on bended knee approach the minister." Then when it gets in the
newspaper, has to launch an internal enquiry of some dimensions
to find out how it got there. It got there from the ministar te
the deputy minister to the assistant deputy minister to the
director to the assistant director to the man on the street who

got hold of it,

MR. HICKEY: That is pretty heavy.
MR. ROBERTS: Yes,it 18 heavy stuff but it is fitting

for the minister. And the trouble, Mr. Speaker, vou see it is
ten to six. 1 wonder if the government House Leader and the Whip -
are we sitting? Are we going to sit this evening?

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes.

i
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MR. ROBERTS: The government are doing their very

best to get the session speeded up and over with. That is
fine. I am in good voice and I have a great deal left to say.
Now to come back to election expenses.

I would hope that whichever minister is given the chore qf,

the delightful chore of speaking in reply to me will give us
some catagorical assumption - assertion, I am sorry - that we
will get this legislation in this session, that it will be
meaningful legislation. We are going to be very much on our
guard. We have had experience with hon. gentlemen opposite

and we just do not believe them, we just find them not to be

men of their words in matters of this sort,

MR, FLIGHT: How can we?
MR, ROBERTS: “"How can we', say my colleagues, and

we cannot.

MR. STRACHAN: The hom. the Minister of Tourism is
mad .

MR. RIDEQUT: Not after the Aqdiﬁor General's
Report.

MR. ROBERTS: My colleague from Eagle River {Mr.

Strachan) says the Minsiter of Tourism is mad. He is zalso
ANZYV.

Mr, Speaker, the fact T am speaking on
is the election expenses legislation which is of great impoftance.
We want to see it early in this session and I think it is of
significant public value that the process by which members are
elected to this House should bhe exposed ruthlessly and
rigorously so that the people of this Province will know exactlv

how parties are financed, where the money comes from and how it

is spent.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. ROBFRTE: I think that is of very great importance.

I stiil feel that the government, the public chest should finance

large portions of election expenses as they do in Canada, as thev

311



February 8, 1977, Tape 105, Page 4 -- apb

MR. ROBERTS: do in Quebec., The Presidential election

in the United States last Fall, in which Yr, Carter was elected
over Mr. Ford, was conducted entirely on public funds.

Did the gentleman from St. John's
North (Mr., J.Carter) say something?

MR, J. CARTER: That is good for the Carters.

MR. ROBERTS: For the carters? Well I mav say,

Mr. Speaker, with all deference to my dear friend from St.

John's North, it is nice to see cne Carter who has made it

somewhere,
MR, DOCDY: . From peanuts to savoury.
MR. ROBERTS: From peanuts to savoury. They have it

locked in. Mr. Speaker,
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MR. ROBERTS: Let us hear it for the Carters! I could say

to the hon. gentleman we would hear it over here, but it is no
accident that he is keeping his back teo the wall on his side of the
House,l can tell you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear

MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I would alsoc ask the government to

bring in at an early date the legislation of which they speak to
reform the Election Act. Ir is obvious, and I am not cemmenting on
any particular case now before the courts, but it is obvious that
the Election Act is seriously deficientin its provisiens. It is
very obviocus that many people who are not lawfully entitled to vote
under the Act are voting. I said lawfully entitled to vote under
the Act.' I think they are in most cases entitled to vote, but the
fact remains the rules are so technical, they are so imprecise, they
are so inaccurate, they are so incapable of being diligently and correctly
2pplied that it is time we had a look at whether we can devise a
better set of rules. And I would hope that the government will bring
in some legislation in this session.to that effect.

Now, Sir, let me say a word or two agout - I just had this
Quebec question and I have mashed, I put by it, Joe Clarke and Morgan!'
Because we are zall fascinated I know to see that the Minister of
Transportation for this Province, and I guess he is still minister,
although I imagine the Premier will have a word or two with him when
he gets back. The Minister of Transportation has seen £it to express
publicly a view that the hational Leader of his party, Mr. Clarke,should
perhaps rethink a statement which Mr. Clarke made, and I guess this
grew out of the same set of facts whiéh were. re.le¢cred in yvesterday's

edition of The Evening Telegram where it anmnounced that Mr. Biron Redrigue

-

the Union Nationale Leader in Quebec Province, it still is a province,
the Union Nationale Leader had got a better reception at a P.C., banquet

than had the Maticnal Leader of that party. But, Sir, this matter 1s

of some Importance, because the crisis which confroncts Canada today,

if crisis is net too strong a word, the crisis is a very real one.
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Mr. Roberts:

And obviously 1if it 1s not resoclved to the satisfaction of all the
parties concerned, and I do not mean political parties, I mean
individual groups, parties, the people of Quebec, the pecple of
the other provinces of Canada then we have a very, very potentially
serious problem, because none of us, Sir, wants to see Canada
become less than she is today, and if the Province cf Quebec, the
people of Quebec are to—leavé Confederation and go their separate
way then it is pathetically and perfectly obvious that the Canada
we know, and the Canada we lcve will not be the Canada in which we
live. It will be a much lesser country. It will have,I believe,
particularly sericus effects for our Province, Newfoundland and
Labrador. We have a border, the only border we have, the only land
border we have we share with Quebec, and we have very, very serious
problems as neighbours in getting along with the Province of Quebec.
We are now suing that govermment or their Hydro Corporation in the
Courts with respect to the Churchill Falls deal.

- My friend from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) raised a matter
yesterday in the House and got a very spurious, and almost insulting
reply from the minister, a reply which was not warranted.

Mr. Speaker, T move the adjcurnment of the House,

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member is calling it 6:00 o'clock.
MR. ROBERTS: I move the adiournment of the House.
MR, SPEAKER: It has been moved and seconded, or it has been moved

that this Bouse now adjourn. Is the House ready for the question?
Those in favour '"Aye".

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Nay.

MR, SPEAKER: Contrary "Nay".

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Nay.
MR. SPEAKER: In my opinion the "...yes" have it.
MR. ROBERTS: Let us have a division on it, Mr. Speaker. There are

three of us who stood, and that 1s sufficient to call in the members, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: Let the House divide.

314



December 8, 1977 Tape No. 107 M- 1
DIVISION:

EE;_Efgﬁﬁﬁﬁi Order, nlease! The motion is that this House

do now adjourn. Those in favour of the moticn please rise.

The hon. Leader of the Opvosition, Mr. Hodder, Mrs. MaclIsaac,

Mr, Canning, Mr. Strachany Mr. Nolan, Mr. Simmons, My, White and the hon.

Mr. Smallwood, Mr., Lush, Mr. 0'Brien, Mr. Flight, Mr. Rideout,

Captain Winsor, Mr. Rowe, Mr. MeNeil, Mr. Winscr, Mr. Neary.

MR. SPEAKER: Those against the motion please rise.

The hon. the Prémier, the hon., Minister of Tourism, the hon.
Minister of Health, the hon. the Minister of Social Services,
the hon. the Minister of Rural and Industrial Development,

the hon. the Minister of Mines and fnergy, the hon. the
Minister of Justice, the hon. the Minister of Finance, the
hon. the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the hon.
Dr. Farrell, the hon. the Minister of Fisheriass, the hon.

the Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations, the hon.
the Minister of Education, Dr. Collins, Mr. Young, Dr. Twomey,
Mr. Goudie, Mr. Windsor, Mr. Cross, Mr. Patterson, Mr. Carter,
Mr, Woodrow, Mr. Winsor. and Mr. Marshall,

MR, SPEAKER: I declare the motion lost.

It being six o'clock I leave the Chair until eight

this evening.
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