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The House met at 3:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I rise not to make a ministerial 

statement, but I do not think it should pass unnoticed that 

today is the 28th. Anniversay of our union as as Province of 

Canada. I do not have a resolution prepared. I am not sure 

that one needs to be prepared at any length. But perhaps 

the Premier might like to move an appropriate resolution which 

I could second simply to note the fact that this is the 28th 

Anniversay, as I say, of the consummation of the union, and 

that the union I think has been a happy and successful one, 

although we should not think for a moment there have not been 

or there are not difficulties between the two partners to the 

union. But I do not think the matter should go, Sir, without 

some recognition and some notice by the House of Assembly. And 

if the Premier would like to move the appropriate motion, take 

-
the appropriate action,_! would be quite happy to second the motion 

so that the House could record the anniversary and we could then 

go on with the other business of the day. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PREMIER 'MOORES: Mr~ Speaker, I do not know what motion exactly 

would be in order other than that it is the anniversary and to take 

note of it itself. We all know the benefits that have come from 

Confederation and we all know some of the frustrations. We know 

the difficult time our country is going through now in ~ny ways, 

economically and because of the recent Quebec election and so on. 

But as far as our Province is concerned we have been the beneficiaries 

of the union with Confederation. I think all members of this House 

are cognizant of that fact, and certainly to pay recognition to it at this 

time. I do not know about a formal motion, because I do not know exactly 
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Premier Moores. 

who it would be directed at or what purpose it would serve, 

but certainly to pay recognition to it as the hon. Leader 

of the Opposition suggested, but certainly to pay tribute 

to the events, Sir, I would only be too glad to. 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS: 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Tourism. 
, 

MR. HICXEY: Mr. Speaker, I wish to announce the extension 

of the caribou hunting season for residents of the Labrador 

Northern zone from April 16 to April 30. This changes has been 

made in response to a telegram of March 30 from the community 

council of Nain in which they request an extension of.the hunting 

season to April 30 in view of the unusually mild weather 

conditions which have made travel by snowmobile extremely 

difficult with the result that many residents have been unable 

. to reach the main caribou herd. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hona member for Eagle River. 

' 
MR. STRACHAN: Mr·. Speaker , I welcome the news. I asked 

a question in response to a request from the council in Nain 

and the people of Nain. It is not only for the people of Nain 7 

but all along the Coast people travel long distances. 

Caribou is a fundamental part of their diet. It is in fact 

an essential part. The coastal people often do not have meat 

for much of the year from now until June,and caribou supplies are 

a staple diet. I welcome the announcement. The people have 

to travel long distances,up to 600 miles by snowmobile,to get 

the caribour and so far -they have got only 150 out of the usual 

2~000 they get out· of the very large herd, the 150,000--175,000 

caribou herd which migrates between Quebec and Northern Labrador. 
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MR. STRACHAN: I welcome the minister's statement and 

can thank h~ on behalf of the people on the coast. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hea:-! 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Stephenville. 

_MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present a 

petition on behalf of the Harmon Tenants' Executive Committee. 

The prayer of the petition reads; "We the undersigned, as 

members of the Harmon Tenants' Association in the town of 

Stephenville, in the Provincial District of Stephenville, do 

hereby say; "WEREAS the Premier of this Province stated on 

November 5, 1975, that the Province would compliment Ottawa's 

attack on inflation by co-operating with Ottawa in their programme 

of controls: 

:. AND. WHE'BEAS .· relit controls-;- is--one ·a.rea pinpointed by· the Premier ..... 

in his statement; 

AND WHEREAS the Harmon Tenants' Association feel that with the 

depressed. economy of the Stephenville area at the present time 

the tenants could not withstand the burden of a 35 per cent and 

upwards increase in rent; 

AND WER!.AS very few tenants will be able to adjust their earnings 

to accommodate a 44 per cent increase in rent at this time of 

controls on wages; 

AND "WHEBEAS the Colllllittee cannot agree with the operating expenses 

for this area of concern under the juris.diction of the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Housing Corporation as presented by the minister to 

justify these increases; 

AND WHEREAS the Committee cannot accept the fact of this large an 

increase at this point in time; we hereby petition the Rouse of 

Assembly to order said rental rates charged by Newfoundland and 

Labradro Housing Corporation to be frozen or these rates to not 

exceed the allowable 10 per cent federal guideline. The Committee 

request that the proposed increases be neld ba-ck until such time as 

t~e economy of the area could bear them, or in lieu of this, to have 

: ' 



March 31, 1977, Tape 1432, Page 2 -- apb 

MR. MCNEIL: the increase spread ~ut_ over a longer 

period of time so to make them somewhat more bearable." 

Mr. Speaker, in questioning the 

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing on the procedure for 

granting approval,the minister stated that the rent increases 

did not have to go before the Cabinet for approval. He also 

stated t~at the only recourse the tenants had was to meet with 

the minister,which he has already done. But, Mr. Speaker, the 

minister did not meet with the Harmon Tenants' Association to 

hear their case.: He met with them to tell them they had two 

choices, pay the increase or move. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the minister 

reconsider the proposed rent increase and to show a little 

understanding for· ~he people of Stephenv111e who live in their 
, . - . . . .. ~ . . . 

w,.-. -::-. · .. : .• · bo~sfng· -~it:s-·' .. ~nle: minis~r-"~ departm~~: shoU'ld-·se-t the· ·exauipl:e 
. .· . .. 

:·.· :• . .; .. ·. -, . : .. · .... . 

and stay within the suggested f~e~~l _ guidelines. 

SOME BON. MEMBERS: - Hear, hear! 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer of the 

petition so ably presented by my hen. friend fr~ Stephenville, 

Sir. 

Mr. Speaker, just to summarize the prayer 

of the petition I think what the petitioners are asking for is to 

have the increase rolled back and brought within the federal 

~age iud ·price guidelines. That is one alternaitve. The other 

alternative is drop it altogether, forget about it, have no 

increase while they are having their economic problems in the Bay 

St. George area. The other one is to spread the 35 per cent or 

40 per cent over a longer period of time. Now there are three 

choices and they all strike me, Sir, as being reasonable proposals, 

very reasonable indeed. 

I am surprised to hear the member who just 

presented the petition say that the minister went to a meeting 

in Stephenville with the Tenants' Association and told them they 
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MR. NEARY: either had to accept the upwards of 35 

per cent increase or get out. That is pretty harsh, Mr. Speaker. 

Pretty cruel, I think. 

MR. DINN: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, first of all I did go out 

and meet with the Tenants' Association of Stephenville. I did 

speak to them about -

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, is that a point of order? 

MR. SIMMONS: Make your point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hen. gentleman will have to either 

state a specific point of order. If it is a matter of explaining, 

then obviously he will have au opportunity in spealq.~ on ·the 

petition. At . this particular juncture the hon. minister is . ' . .· : . 

' ~ · • o II • •·' ..,.: . • ' • o . : • • -.' , , : .,: o l o '" . ·~~ o' .~ .. :;,·~ ,; , ..: o ' t .. '.•·~· .. . - ... ... • • • I •,- ,: .. :.. • ••; .. :, ,'• ::~:,\.:~·: .... . ,1:: ._· .. . : "._', , , .. ;_.: o -: ;:,:'•; ! ,_::,~1':::'•; : . .-·· :~ .. ~ . .--~ ·..:-rec·c;gm,::ea ··speci'fi.c-'al.ry- :, . on::··a·:poi:nr =o·t ··order·;··:·· -... · .. · ·· _, ... ·· >.--·, • =-· 

MR. DINN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The ho~. member for LaPoile. 

MR.. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I understood the hon. gentleman, 

Sir, who presented. the petrii'?.l!_: to say that the minister took this 

arbitrary decision and~in a very cruel way told the people if they did not like it 

to get out, clear out. Well now, Mr. Speaker, I do not know if 

that is an indication of the arrogance of this administration. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I muse point ou~ to the hen. the member for 

LaPoile that he is required to keep his remarks to speaking to the 

material allegation of the petition which is, as I understand it, 

relief from rent increases, but not enter into debate. 

MR. NEARY: So, Mr. Speaker, it would strike me, Sir, 

that the people who signed the petition, the Tenants' Association, 

the people who live in the apartments on the Harmon Corporation 

have no recourse to appeal. 
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~-~. ~PY: 

The minister apparently has the final word. The minister does 

not even ask his colleagues if he can impose rent increases on the 

tenants in the Harmon Corporation. They cannot appeal to the 

Newfoundland Tenancies Board because the Newfoundland !enancies Board 

does not include the ~ewfoundland and Labrador Eousing Corporation and 

the St. John's Housing Corporation. So they have to appeal to this 

House, ~r. Speaker, .and that is •Hhat the petitioners are doing in this 

petition. 

I saw the Premier paying attention to what my hon. friend was 

saying there in reading the prayer of this petition. Sir, it seems to 

me to be a very reasonable request indeed and I certainly hope that the 

minister and the government will reconsider ~his m~tter ~nd either wipe 

it out altogether ~Thile they are havin~ their economic problems out 

.~; :· ;<: ·.:'. ~; .;~ thetre·~i:· roJ:i~ =.l.f: : :r;~~: : _t:~::,:the-;,_\.7a.g~~ ana:~t)~ic·~::· guld.eTiheS:,or ~ s~~eaa·' ::it·· ·a~e;: ~ ~,.. .·.· .·.<~. ·:· ·:: · ~-. ·:_'f~-:~: : ·:. 

a longer p~riod of time. I support the petition, Mr. Speaker. 

~-. SPEAKER : The hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAI.'l: Mr. Speaker, ! rise to support the prayer of the 

pe~ition that is presented by my hen. friend, and particularly in 

view of the fact that we are looking at thirty-three, I believe, or 

thirty-five to forty and better per cent increases in that area. 

I think it is a well known fact, Mr. Speaker, that all of this Province 

and some of Canada, at least at the bond market, is looking at the Stephenville 

area at this moment. This is indicative of the fact of the kind of 

pressure that these people and others are under as they live in this 

CO'Im!l.un it y . The uncertainty must be tremendous. There is some 

question,rightly or ~ongly,among responsible people in the community 

that the operating expenses of, I believe, $200,000 a year that the 

minister is alleged to have mentioned of a deficit, the position is 

being questioned. The people are questioning the figures. It is 

as simple as that. I am sure the minister can appreciate that. 

~Vhether the minister said what he is alleged to have 

said, ''Like it or lump it; or words to that etf-ect;- ram- tfot" -·prepared 

to say because I rlo not know. 3ut we have a very special case here 
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~. NOLA!.~: 

and this is the prayer of this petition, Mr. Speaker, a very special 

case. The special case is we have people who are working ~..ro weeks 

and off for t't<1o. TJe have people •..rho do not knol·7 if they are going 

to be there six months from now,or not there. They have families 1 they 

ha~e children,and they are living in rental units that are to all 

intents and purposes operated by, financed by, government. ·Now 

there is sometimes a tendancy to look at those things operated by 
, 

government as being so~thing apart and separate,and in some ways it 

is. And often tines the reason that· it is is ' because of the politicians 

on all sides. 

Now then I believe there is a special case here that ~¥e 

have to look at,and this is why I rise to support this petition. !bese 

people are in a very difficult position. I believe many thousands of 

peo'ple·". :in::~Ne~~~d·~.~~,·.'ct~~¥. ·f~, a.~· ih~f'=r6~i'~·:; .pa·s':f~i.a:n: ;±gn~. nc~7"~~fth~ ::: .· .,· ~· : .=~~: ~:: ~.: ..... ~ .=~ •.. _,· : .. :~; : 

inflation and so on the way it is, constant rising of prices in almost 

everything imaginable, particularly necessities, housing, clothing, 

schooling, light, heat and so on. So surely there must be a way- it 

is not beyond the wit of man or the minister and his officials - to find 

a way to at least attempt to graduate - i£ these people were saying a 

flat no, Mr. Speaker, perhaps the minister might have a case. But they 

are not saying that. t<l'hat they are sayinJ?: is, Is there not a way other 

than this hatchet approach, the guillotine approach, thirty-five, 

forty per cent. Here is your notice, you like. it, get out. You know, 

thirty-one April, out o~ is it thirty days in Ap~il? Thirty days 

hath Septembe~, April, June and ~ovember. Yes. 

So therefore there must be a ~vay surely to graduate this. 

I mean,is. ten per cent permissible? Hould ten per cent be acceptable 

to graduate it, to grade it in rather than one savage slice that I feel 

is going to hurt these people in many, many ways socially in that area, 

And I do not believe frankly, ~~. Speaker, that the minister is 
-

insensitive to the problems that are out there,and that is why I rise 

now and say the things that ! do in support of this petition to get him 

to respond as I know he r,rill . 

MP.. SPE..oiKF.l': The hen. me!l!ber for Port au Port. 
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~ .• ?ODDER: · ··r . Speaker, I a.a in a sort of a difficult position 

here in speakin~ t o t his pet :i.t ion }-.ecause. I happen to live on the 

~armon Complex and I guess I am t he olcest resident on t he ?armon 

Complex having lived there ten yea rs . ~Tow I am no t s t anding up to 

complain about my rent. But I am standing up to support the petition 

for t he people who do live on t he base . First of all , in the tan years 

that I have lived there I have looked at 

· .. ~: . ~. ·.•· ... ··.'· .. ·· : .. _:· .. •. ~ .. · ·.~ · ·.- .;: .. _:·,·.: · . .. : ... . ._"""'.' ~ .. :_.:-: ... ' ....... :· ~ :._.:->_· .. · ... ~_,·· ........ :.~. ·:._.·_··,··.~ •. · .• ! ··: ·.,·· :~.-~.':. ·.10··":"· ..... .._ ... "' . -.· .• ~_-,·.~ •• : .... .. . • •. · , .J ' • • .-•• • , .... .-:' :·. ~· T. -' ~ - ·~--... : , , - • ......... : • 0 ; • • .J • . - .- ... " ---... . :':: · ~ 1'·'':"" . • .•. ~ •• - - -- .• : : • · . _ . ... . . ··:- :' . ··: ... • . . ·:. ·-: ::..- : .. ·~·:·: ·. · - .. · : · ·· 
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Mr. J. Hodder: 

the financial statement and it works out to somewhere around 

$77 a month which is budgeted for the maintenance of homes. Now 

I lived there for ten years and I would say that that should arrive 

somewhere around $10,000 that should have been spent on the particular 

building that I am in. And that particular time in ten years the 

house has net been painted insid~ •. There is a provision that says 

in our lease that we are not suppose to paint it unless we paint 

it the proper colours; I have broken that one. The maintenance 

has been, I suppose, around $300. Maybe the rents are reasonable 

at this time,but the rents went up in 1974, I think that if the 

government had seen fit to raise them a little bit by a little bit 

since that time there would be no problem at this ~~e. I think if 

the government would implement some sort of a programme so they 
• • 0 • • • · : • • ~- • : • 

, ' ,. ... , ,..; . ; · •• · : ... -, : . .. _, ~, •• , .• , ., . : •' • , ; ., . _: ,_.._ ... _ . :• ; .. :.,. ... :,• _..,.~ • ..... :~.:.,... .: • • ~ .. , .··•:- ,. _, . · : • • • ••. -~ •. .:..,. , r . ·.~-. ,. · •·'•- ,;.~· ·. ;~--~-- . !,· . . · •.. •.·:.- · .. · ·~-·." '• •' · "" -.,'• •-

,' i · ,:;: ··. · -. -:wciul·d ~ g;,·-:'u!f'·- hri~=~: :-gr·acfual··st:a1~ ~:··I · 'think' ·t:n:r~· wcful"d~ sati~ify the ···: ·- -: . .:. :-· . · •··:;·-· ._,__ ,- . -:-~ : .. . ~ · 

tenants of the Harmon Complex. But.at the same time to get a 

30 per cent to 40 per cent increase all at one sum,with the economic 

condition of Stephenville right now and the uncertainty in 

Stephenville,is terrible. 

Now I would like to mention something else~there 

was also a threat issued in my·mind, and I am not r~ading from a 

letter but I am reading an accurate quote,and this is a letter 

sent by the Harmon Corporation to tenants who did not return their 

leases. It says~ "We would . like to remind you that we . should have 

your signed supplements in our office by March 31_- that is toda~· -1977 

or we will assume that you will hav~ vacated your apartment by 

April 30, 1977.11 In other words, there has been a letter sent to 

all the tenants, 11Eith.er- get-. th~ - leases back wh.icll thi.!'t T1P.~otiation is 

going on,or else get out,or else we assume you are going to get out. 

Well,I have not sent my lease back so I expect that next month that 

myself, my wife, an~ my kids .will be on the street, If, the tenants 

decide to burn their leases tonight I intend to see that. mine is 

---- ----- ·--
burnt too. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS ; Rear, hear; 

39S3 



March 31, 1977 Tape 1434 PK - 2 

~1R. HODDER: 

But there are some other things; there are figures 

which are put out, building maintenance $419,603,that is the $77 

a month for each apartment that we are talking about. You know, 

that means that every house is getting that amount of money-that is 

not so; painting,$140,688 in the financial statement; it works out 

to something like - they applied paint, they did paint the outside 

of the houses once in the ten years I have been there, that works out 

to $130 a gallon applied, you know, that was the figure works out 

when you work out the number of units and the amount of paint and 

everything else. 

And all I can say is that when the minister goes out 

and speaks to a group of the Harmon Tenant5 Association and tells them 

out of the kitchen, well then that is just not acceptable, that is 

not negotiation. I think · that is despicable. 

SOME BON. MEMJ!ERS : Rear, hear! 

AN RON. MEMBER: Well said, 'Jim' . 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister for Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. J. DINN: Mr. Speaker, in speaking to this petition some of 

the conversation I had with the Tenants' Association was relayed 

by the hon. member who presented and who did,in my estimation, a very 

good job. I did give them some options however, Mr. Speaker, that 

I would like to put on the record of the House. Number one is, I 

said to them if there were people in the Harmom Complex that were 

having difficulty and that were not making the wages so that they could 

afford the rental increase, that if they made application we would 

attempt to get them on some sort of a subsidy programme. So that 

the people on the lower income scale would be looked after in that 

sense, if we can get that programme for them. 

The other thing was as quoted here on some of"the 

costs; the costs that were mentioned in the information that I gave to 

39!34 
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Mr. Dinn: 

the Tenantsl Association was an average cost per unit, I think for 

example; is $77. Mr. Speaker, there are some people in the Harmon 

Complex who can afford this rent increase to my way of thinking, 

and to me it is criminal to ask the people of Newfoundlap,d to 

subsidize those people. So I put the thing to the tenants that 

if there are people who are in a financial bind that we will attempt 

to do something for t .bem. And that is the position that we laid 

out at the Tenants Association meeting. 

MR. SPEAKER: the h01;1. member from Burin-Placentia West. 

• 40 - • • • • • & ••• • .. . ' .. . • • ' • • • 

.._J,',• o •~ ,··,,· ··,. ~:, • '.:;•,'•,' ,·, , .·,·~ .· ~ • • I I ' • • o ' o ; o' ' o I ':, o /"• :" ; • • . . 6 o • • • o • • 

~ ~ .. . . .. ..... . · ~: . ;-:: '!:-:.· ·· !"' :- ... :- · ·. -~' = ·"; -,··-:--···,-! .. .:. · ~ .:· : ~:r ·: ; ......... :.· 
.. . 

:-- :·:· ~ ::.: . ...: .. \ ·· ... . .. ~ .:.:· .. 
. . . 

- ... . .. ~ .·!·.~·· . ~ .. ~~ ·/ :-·< : .. ... :.·! :_~J': ~ ,:. ;; : ..... : .. 
.' .. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this petition 

because I have a certain number of families in the same 

situation where their rent is going up from t~irty per cent 

to forty per cent,I understand. Mr. Speaker, the houSes I 

refer 'to were built for the new industry and there are a 

lot of people who ~re working on the shipyard living in 

those units and those houses,and the thirty per cent to 

forty per cent seems an awful jump at once especially for 

those of them who are unemployed. Carpenters and that who 

have been laid off at the shipyard - that uncertain industry 

that we have there:... and I have had legimate comnlaints • 

Bu~ I would like for the Premier of this Province, the leader 

of the government, if he would pass his remarks on this because 

when inflactionary measures were introduced at Ottawa he 

·. ~ . _ .. . . :.: : .1Pst no.: ti~~: ~ . gt!tt.ing tC? .'_ tlle: ~·elevis.io~ . tp . ag~ee. w~th. . · · .. ~· · . . : · .. .. .. ·:.~ . · . . . <: ... : :.: . 
""' • . t ~ . .... . -# ~~ · ::. : .· · ~ ... ,.. -· • • ... . • . .... - •. •• ! .. ..... _. :~- .... · ~ : ':'·.··.· ~:r'- - :~. "": · ·--. ·"" ... ~-:.-:_- ~~ ~·~ - ·~--·r-. ·· :--·:· · ·· ...... . ·· ....... ... :.·.··· . ... _. ·-.~ -.. :- ... ·. ~ - - . ~ ":' . . ·'' . 

everything ,wholly and solely and I would like for him to 

give his opinion of this thirty per cent to forty per cent 

jump on those unemployed at Marystown or Stephenville or 

elsewhere. 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, ! rise to support the petition 

and in so supporting the petition I might say th~t I am 

very surprised that the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing 

Corporation, who has got such an impact on so many people 

in this Province have not to this point - their operations, 

their dealings with the people in this Province have not 

come before this House either for congratulations for the 

way they operate or for criticism. Mr. Speaker, it would 

be ridiculous,it would be blue-murder shouted here today 

if a private corporation in this Province decided to jump 

rent rates up by forty per cent. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. FLIGHT: It would be ridiculous. Well,it is downright 

disgraceful for ~~e people of government to propose to do it. 
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MR . FLIGHT: This government, }1r. Speaker, jumped on 

the Price and Wage Control bandwagon -

MR.. SPEAKER : Order, please! I must ask the hon. 

gentleman to confine his remarks ·and to organize them in terms of 

the allj!gat:ioti_-_:_of -~e. petit~o;t. 

MR. MURPHY: Finish a good thing. 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. member. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I think we are intitled to 

look at the increase between thiry~hree and forty-four per 

cent relative to the price and wage controls that we are 

living under. It is a fact that this Province was one of 

the first to go with price and wage controls. We did it 

so that our employees would come under wage control. We 

did it so that we would probably have a good excuse for 

MR. SPEAKER: Order-, please! While certainly a reference 

for comparative purposes with whatever percentage of an 

alleged rental increase,and whatever percentages might be 

permissable under wage and price controls would be understandable, 

the general area of policy of wage and price controls or 

any- provincial federal agreement in that line is not part 

of the material allegation of the petition and I think it 

is stretching the comparative-the validity of a certain 

-c~mpariso~ beyond the point of allowable elasticity. 

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Then I will simply 

say, Sir, that in looking at t~e increase that Newfoundland 

Housing is proposing relative to price and wage controls that 

all we are doing, all we are doing is saying that we are 

prepared to subject our people to the benefits of - or to 

the crimes of price control and - wage control and prepared 

to deny them the benefits of price control. ~Vhy should 
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MR. FLIGHT: not the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Corporation be subject to price controls? 

MR. WHITE: Or come under the Landlord and Tenant Act. 

MR. FLIGHT: Or come under the Landlord Tenant Act. 

Hr. Speaker, the minister indicated that he offered the 

people in Stephenville, anybody in financial difficulties, 

that he would consider their case. Well then, Mr. Speaker, 

I am aware of a lot of senior citizens, the senior citizens 

in these complexes, and I am aware of a lot of senior citizens 

in Newfoundland who are renting from the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Corporation. Theyp are on a fixed income, Mr. 

Speaker, they get an eight or nine dollar increase in their Old 

.. :. ,.<. .;, :·· .. ··.:· ··. ~e: P~~sicm~·· ~ci .. ' .t:he:.:m:in~1:e~: .n~t.ifi~~t:iou ... come~ ·o:e:·th~i:·i~-cr~a~~.: ·. 
- . .. . • ~ • • • •• • • · : ·. _ .... 16...- ••• • -: •· .. _: . .10· .. ~_ - : .... _:.--.~ · · •• -.-~.:..:.-~-:.· _ ...... • _''f: ·~ · . ·-. .:.·.-~. :...._: · - .•.• : .• ; ·; · · ~ . -"~·· .·· · •. :·' _:...~ -~ .· "·· ":· · : ... ~ 

---· 

They are notified by Newfoundland and Labrador Housing 

Corporation that their rent has just gone up.if they receive 

nine dollars it is gone up three· or four. Now, Mr. Speaker, 

the excuse, that is being used is tnat.the rent is based on 

income,and their income has gone up by nine dollars. But 

the .fact is ~ewfoundland Housing Corporation knows it -

the fact is the cost of living have outstripped their increase 

ten times., 

3998 
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~-!R. niGHT: and how the corporation can argue that their 

income has gone up by $9 and therefore increase the senior 

citizens rent by $3 or $4 when indeed what has happened is 

that their income has gone down relative to their buying 

power? If there is any organization in this Province, 

Mr. Speaker, that can take a look at the situation that our 

senior citizens, our lower incomes groups are in and 

consider that in applying rent increases or helping them 

keep the cost of living down,it is the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Housing Corporation. 

Mr. Speaker, I honestly believe that it is 

ridiculous and disgraceful for the Newfoundland and Labrador 

NM - 1 

P.ousing Corporation to attempt to get an increase ·of forty-four 

=.:. --"ner. ·cent ~fr( . rent·:from·. ·the. ·tenants of those· houses· ·in: SteU.henville · · ·: · ·· · ·.; ·: 
···.· :-·: .:.. -:' :·~.._.:~:-':". ~-><-~~:·~·.:~.-:~ .... ··!··- · .~· :"\ .. ::•'·:-:- ... ~:~:- :~ · -=~-~~:_.~ ..... ~~~ ... :·:. .. ;. ·--· ~.··.;.··_.·::·: .. · ...... .;.~~ .. -.:_ : ~- . ·~~:-:-/ : :..:_-; . ."':~: .· .-.. .. ... :· .. -:·- .::<. ~· ···:· 

and I heartily support the petition. 

SOME' HON. ~ERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Lewisporte. 

!iR.. WRITE: Mr·. Speaker, I rise to support the prayer of 

the petition as presented by the member for Stephenville 

(Mr. McNe~ ). involving 268 families on the Harmon Complex 

in Stephenville. 

Mr. Speaker, l~st night I saw a number of people 

from the Stephenville area being interviewed on the programme 

Here and Now with respect to the increase,and I did not get 

the im~ression, Mr. Speaker, that those people were unhappy 

about paying an increase. One gentleman said he was quite 

prepared to pay an increase of ten per cent now,and maybe 

ten ~er cent later and so on, but I think the point that has to be 

made and stressed o·qer and over again, Mr. Speaker, is that 

Stephenville is just not any ordinary part of this Province 

today. We have a situation where you have 7,000 or 8,000 people 

who are going through probably one of the most traumatic experiences 

they have ever had to face in their life. They are sitting there, 

they do not know what is going to happen to the Linerboard Mill 



March 30, 1977 Tape No. 1436 NM - 2 

MR. ~miTE: They are not sure if they are going to have an 

income next month. The mill is closed down from time to time, 

and then coupled with all that dealing with their families 

and all this trauma that they must be experiencing, along ccmes 

a forty per cent increase in their rent. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that the government must 

realize that during the past few years they have been spend~ng 

S35 million, $40 million a year to subsidize the Linerboard 

mill in Stephenville. If I hea~d the minister correctly last 

night he said they were losing $200,000 _a year on the Harmon 

Complext. Mr. Speaker, that is a small figure compared ~.;ith 

the $35 million to $40 million a year or even more 

that _we are pumping into the Linerboard mill. And-! think 

if_ we as the elected represent~tives of the Province, and more . . ' : . . . . . •' .. . . . . 
•:.'·': ':"::,>::~ ·~· .:.-:·. ·, \, :~··, .. ;. ~~ '., , .... ·. a: :: ~. ··;-:.'~~;' , • ~1 ·>· .. -~ .··: ' .:.f. .~ ·· : :··:~\•' :·.~·:·~:.: '~·· .: .... 5 ~ .::·, :·,.: : .. , ··.:~~ ' :. ! ' _ . ;,•, . : ., •, . .... ~ . •.". ,. · ' •'o -. .ill•, •~ ··.: - ~ :..:-: 
· · · · particularly ·' the government, were -really fair to those p·eopl'e ·· 

that we would at least put a freeze on all .rental increases 

until some study was done to determine who could afford the 

rent at the moment and not leave the option of whether or not they 

could afford up to the people themselves to decide. And I think 

it would be a relief to the people in the area, Mr. Speaker, 

if there was a freeze put on this particular rental increase 

until at least the advisory report on the Stephenville Linerboard 

mill was in and we would see what was going to happen to that 

town. I support the peti ti.on. 

:MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for B~ie Verte. - White Bay. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I rise to say a few words in support 

of this petition and I do so, Sir, out of the firm conviction 

that I believe there is something special,and all of us know 

there is something special about the problems fac~ng the 

Stephenville area today. Certainly it is one of the most 

economically depressed areas of the Province~aod to institute 

a thirty-five, forty and ! believe in some cases I believe 

up to a forty-four per cent rent increase overnight, without 

• • 4 .... ·.- .. ... 
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MR. RIDEOUT: pro-rating it over a certain period of time I 

believe is criminal. 

Another factor to bear in mind, Sir, is that 

the buildings that are being run by the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Housing Corporation out in Stephenville were 

acquired without any mortgage whatsoever. I would assume 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation owns 

out right every building that they have out there. They 

did not have to borrow money to build them. They got them~ 

I would understand,from the American people who were there, 

so I would assume there is very little capital investment, so 

all they have is the maintenance of those buildings. So to 

institute a thirty-five, forty, fo~ty-fcur per cen~ rate 

·. , increase ·over. such. a- shot:t. period _qf,. _t~e: l b_elieve is unrea.sonable 
.-. , .·-~ _:- ;: :<·- ·~·;" .... :·.:- .. ~~: ..... -~.,·.<.·~·.- :·~:_··_:t::.:·:.~·:.~>--~;'.i': ~ .. -... <_. .:-.::.' ', ·:-::~:·,.·.: -:: ·~ ' ,: .. ;~ ... :·· ·.· ::- ·. _:, ._ ---~-,. _ .. ,. ··· ... ; ·- .:: -'·"· · :. . ! ~ ,· 

·· -:: ·--- " - and· practically unbelievable-: ·- Sir, I support the prayer · 

of the petition. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR.. SPEAKER: The han. member for St. George's. 

MRS. MACISAAC: Mr. Speaker, I rise too to suppo-rt- ~is 

petition presented by the member for Stephenville -(Mr ~ McNeil) 

I do not believe that the people of Stephenville are 

completely against a rental increase,but I certainly believe 

that they are against a forty per cent increase. And a forty 

per cent increase in anything, whether it is rent, heat, lights, 

gas or whatever, is a little bit much certainly in this day 

and age -

CAPTAIN WINSOR: Hear! Hear! 

MRS. MACISAAC: - and certainly in the position that the 

StePhenville - Bay St. George area is in right now. And I 

believe that it is against all the guidelines, 

.4 .. - ·~ ..-­L\.1 ; .i ~- .t -::.;vv_ 
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Mrs. Nac!saac. 

certainly against the anti-inflation guidelines,and I think 

that it definitely should be given some more consideration 

and probably with the idea of spreading it out over a year or 

a coupl e of years , -

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MRS. MACISAAC: - ten per cent, twenty per cent or whatever. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAK!R: The hon. member for 3urgeo - Bay d'Espoir. 

ME,. Sn!MONS : Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say 

a word in support of the petition presented by my colleague 

and friend from Stephenville. The petition actually draws 

attention to the wider problem which a lot of people are facing 
a " • ..,.._!,' :· .-~·,•, ; ~ .• · •.:.; • '•", '-;t • " . :···~ , ·~ .·~. "":~, • ,;:.., ~·- :~ -. ':.:"'~"-. '· · · :•:..:• •, • . •.,._: ' '::.' :',,• :: :- ' -: ·,· .. _. • ._ . ' '.1 •·' .• • ' ' ·: · • ,•': 

··· ·· ··: ·:·.--··in. this · Prcivirice ··rfght ·· now .~ - ·the : diffi'Clilty ·of.=· coping· With-." the·,·-· · 
.· .. 

. · . .':-:··" . _ .. ·-::·:: :: ... -.:· ~.:~~ 

cost of living. And it was, of course, for that reason that 

we as a Province got involved with the anti-inflation guidelines, 

a wise move and a move that has had a lot of positive effects. 

Its affect is undermined brazenly when we have this kind of 

a rental increase. I realize that Newfoundland and Labrador 

Rousing are not technically governed by the guidelines. Certainly, 

Mr. Speaker, they are governed by the spirit of those guidelines. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. PECKFORD: They are not though, but they should be. 

MR.. SIMMONS : They ought to be. Who but a public corporation 

should be setting the example in terms of restraint, in terms 

of not socking it to people! Mr. Speaker, we are almost inclined 

to ask, What masochist, what sick joker dreamed up this malicious 

scheme - 44 per cent, outrageous! 

Mr. Speaker, Tlf'J colleagues have said most 

that needs to be said about the rental increase. It is a shameful 

thing, and my biggest disappointment this afternoon was that the 

minister associated himself with the increase. ! would have hoped that 
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MR. SIMMONS. 

he would have said that he would do something, that he was 

surprised to hear about it, and that he would do his best 

to undo it. I heard with interest his comment that if 

anyone is having financial difficulty he would do something. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that could be interpreted as an 

undertaking that there will be no increase. Because everv 

person in those leases, Mr. Speaker, every person is having 

financial difficulty, and the sooner the corporation realizes 

that the better, and the sooner the minister gets the message 

the better, 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear , hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

;; ·. ·, "; :,···:·,;. <~!1R:· ··-~OBms; ;·.: .·· .. ··: ··, ,~·~L · Sp:~ker;·.: a: nulJl~er- .. ~~f ·tny ~~olliagues.· _: ... -· ... : ."·~·. ·_ ':. ·. :· :_..... ·. :.: .:-.. ·· .'·, .. 

have S?oken in support of the petition which was presented by 

my friend from Stephenville, and I do not wish to go over 

the points that thev have made, but I do want to say I think 

they have made some excellent points and made them in excellent 

fashion. My friend from Stephenville may not speak in the Rouse 

as often as some others of us do, but when he speaks, Sir, he 

speaks with effect and with reason and with eloquence. I find 

it conspicuous that only the Minister of Municipal Affairs, the 

gentleman from Pleasantville, has s?oken from the aher . side, 

Sir. I am not sure what that means, but I do find it a matter of 

comment, and I must say I interpret it to mean that nobody feels 

that they can counter any of the points or have anything to 

add to the debate. To me, Sir, the discussion has brought out 

two points. It seems to me that the point raised by this 

petition of the tenants on the Harmon compl~~ really can be 

summed up in two words, sensitivity and integrity. The sensitivity, 

Sir, is the sensitivity of,a CroWn corporation- well,why call it 

a Crown corporation? It is the minister, Sir, who has approved 

these increases. He may or may not have initiated them, but, Sir, 

they are effective only because the minister has done it. 

. . .. ~ ~ '"'3 t....uv 
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MR. ROBERTS"': The minister shakes his head, Sir. 

I say, Sir, the minister is wrong. They 

are effective only because the minister has approved them. If 

the minister had not approved them, then they would not be 

in effect. That is straightforward and simple. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the NLRC is a Crown 

corporation.It answers through the minister to this House, 

and it answers to the minister. And the minister - I doubt 

if he is a director of it - but certainly the minister controls 

that corporation particularly in a matter such as this that is 

entirely within the provincial purview. It does not ev~n have 

the CMHC involvement. But, Sir, it is a matter of sensitivity, 

the sensitivity of a minister, a corporation, a government, that 

does not take into account the very traumatic times in which the 

people of Stephenville are living. And we cannot debate it now. 

~e cannot go into now. But let it simply be recorded. Every 

hon. member in this House knows full well that the people in 

Stephenville are living under the threat of economic extinction 

They are living under· a sword of Damocles. This advisory committee 

may or may not produce a report shortly. And the Minister of 

Finance has said 

4u04 
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n . P.OBERTS : 

in semi-mysterious fashion that the budget of the Province in effect 

depends on the fate of the Stephenville linerboard mill. And the 

government are so insensieive, Sir, the minister is so insensitive, 

that he is not even taking t~at into account. He has put in a 

swingeing forty-four per cent increase. The other word I would 

use, Sir, is 'integrity', not the minister's integrity but the 

integrity, Sir, of ~ corporation. They have produced some statements. 

I have copies of them here. Some of my colleagues have commented on 

them. The financial statements, Sir, apparently do not stand up to 

scrutiny. There are very legitimate and real and proper questions. 

The minister has advanced these statements in support, these financial 

statements, in support of his decision to implement t~ese rent increases. 

¥r. Speaker, I think that is a very real question of the corporation's 

... . i"Q.-tegrit-,: . .... .:rhe tena,nts the-re .l:tav~ _yery .real. questi~ns and t~ey are . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' • : :' I : 

obviously entitled to more consideration than they have had from the 

minister in a very brief meeting, whatever the actual length of time. 

So I suggest, Sir, to the minister that he should go 

from this Chamber and immediately instruct the Rousing Corporation to 

postpone these rent increases,or to reduce them to a reasonable level, 

in the spirit if not the letter of the anti administration regulations, 

of say ten or twelve per cent. And the petitioners have said they . . · 
will gladly-maybe not gladly, but they will willingly pay those increases, 

and the the minister then send out to Stephenvi~le and hopefully ~o 

himself to sit down with the tenants and say, "Here are the statements. 

Now if you have questions, let us get to the bottom of them~' !Jhy 

does it cost so much to paint? Is the money really being spent on 

paint? All of these very relevant questions, very relevant to the 

very large operating deficit which according to the statements the 

corporation now runs up in their operations at Stephenville and which 

the ~inister uses as his crutch to defend his decision to raise the rents. 

I think, Sir, that the minister's position is one of 

insensitivity to the legitimate and proper needs of the people of 

Stephenville and the people ~Nho live in these apart~ents. 

4C05 
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~-· SPEAKEP : Creer, please! 

I must point out that the hon. Leader of the Opposition 

is now in my opinion getting into the area of debate. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, thank you, Sir. I am grateful to Your Honour 

for bringing me back on the straight and narrow path. Let me simply 

say, Sir, that I think the matter is one of sensitivity and of 

integrity for the reasons which I have given. I support the petition. 

I urge the minister to take the action I have outlined. 

SOME HON. ~ERS : Rear, hear! 

MF. SPEAKER: Presenting Reports by Standing and Special Committees. 

The hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir. 

?-lY .• S~ONS: ~r. Speaker, if there are no other speakers on that 

petition I have another petition on a separate subject. 

~. SPEAKER: Do t.re have leave to revert to petitions? Agreed • 

. - .;_.:·. \ · · ·:·:·:. · ·. · · .. ... : ... .. ·· ·.-·'!he -hotr .. ·. niemo.er· fo.r ·B:u·rgeo-B~y .. d 'Espoi;': ··. ··:: . . · ·'·· · ·· ·.":·· ·. · ··• · ·. - ·· .. , · 1 · . 

.fl. Sno/ONS: Y.r. Speake!', I have a petition v:hich I am pleased to 

present on behalf of over 500 residents of the Bay d'Espoir area. Every 

community is involved in this petition, Conne River, ~~rrisv.ille, Milltown, 

the Read of Bay d'Espoir, St. Veronica's, St. Joseph's, Swanger Cove and 

St. Alban's. This petitionr~I. Speaker, is perhaps one of the most 

significant petitions that has ever been presented in this Rouse. 

It is significant for two reasons. First of all . for the subject,which 

I will come to in a moment. And secondly,it is significant because 

of the method in which this petition was put together and the signatures 

were affixed. 

This is not one of those petitions which is circulated 

door to door and people sign them in that fashion. This is a petition 

which was signed after a large number of people came together to talk 

about an issue that was on their minds. And the petition was the 

spontaneous outgrowth of that particular meeting. I make that point, Yr. 

Speaker, because it is not a case such as many of us find ourselves in 

where we are asked to sign petitions and we do not have any particular 

reason not to so we sign them. This is a case where every individual 

'Nho signad that petition had travelled from their homes and their various 

4G06 
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communities to attend a meeting to talk about the very subject of 

that petition. I would therefore submit, Mr. Speaker, that every 

signature affixed rep'resents the very deepest feelings on this subject 

of the people Who signed the petition. 

The subject, Mr. Speaker, isE~~ s~~jec;_~f un~tp~oyment 

and the desperate economic conditions "which prevail in the Bay d'Espoir 

area. I talked a couple of days ago with a senior official of Canada 

Manpower, and I was told that of a work force of just over 900 people, 

about 925 or 930 people; 604 people from the Bay d'Espoir area are 

registered with_MB~~~!~r as being unemplpyed. 

. ... . . •·. ·. : .... ;· - :· .. .. ··: .. _ . ....... .. .. . : ~ , -~- : -. · ,:. .:."" . . . : • -:; , .· .::: . .: .. . · . . .. -. ·: · : .- . .. . · -~ .· ; · ..... .. . . . .... . ' - ••• • - ~ . J . ... -~ -- - ~ • .:.. ·· 
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Mr. Simmons: 

Two out of three have registered as being unemployed, Mr. Speaker, 

and that is not at all the full picture1 because I would submit 

that there are some people who would be available for work if there 

were work opportunities, who would then come forward and register 

themselves but have seen the futility of doing so, and therefore 

have not even bothered to go through ~~e motions, 66 per cent 

registered. I would submit that the realistic, the real unemployment 

figure,would approach 75 per cent of the working force of Bay d'Espoir. 

There are other areas of 'this Province, Mr. Spe~ke~, where the_story 

is as grim or nearly as grim. 

The meeting I referred to, Mr. Speaker, was held 

in St. Alban's two nights ago, Tuesday night. One ~-ay last week 

I got a call from three men - three individual telephone calls -

..... · ~ . ': .: .:·.··ou·t ;o•£ wdrk')~~o:.· ifaid'· 11Wirul.a--:yo-et - ~o~e ·· d~: and"h3:iie" -·a· mE!eting'·-we· want .·~ .- ... = . .. _.. • • .· ..... 

to talk about unemployment?" I said, "Of course I will1but I want 

to make sure that in addition to the unemployed people,who are the 

direct· victims,together with their families, the direct victims of 

the unemployment situation, I want also the employees; the housewife, 

the high school student, the elJll)loyer, I would like them all to come." 

And so I wired telegrams to the leaders of various community 

organizations and asked them would they come, bring their executives 

and pass the word that others would come. 

The result, Mr. Speaker, was that the night before 

last in the Parish Centre at St. Alban's we had 550 people, There are 

only 6,000 people altogether in Bay d'Espoir counting men,women, and 

children. We did not have any bands to attract them,such as we do 

during election campaigns. There were no -

~~. ROBERTS: - Harry Hibbs was not there? 

MR. SniMONS: Pardon? 

MR. ROBERTS: Harry Hibbs was not there? 

MR. SIMMONS: No,we did not have Harry Hibbs or any of the bands, 

we di d not have -
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MR. NEARY: What about Jack White? 

MR. Sll!MONS: We did not 'have any special speaker, no Jack 

White, Mr. Speaker, AllWe had, and this was enough, what we had, 

Mr. Speaker, were 550 people who had a very real concern. And 

I will say for the government, Mr. Speaker, that there was no 

particular flak about what the government had done or had not done, 

I did not particularly_ mention it, I do not think any speaker did, 

and we had,Mr. Speaker, eigh~~en speakers at that meeting, eighteen 

speakers~because the speakers were all from the floor, people were 

invited from the floor to get up and state their ideas, and that was 

the whole purpose of the meeting. We ha~ a shorthand girl there take 

down the ideas, and in time a group that has been ·formed will be making 

proposals to government. 

Mr. Speaker, the real point that I want to stress 
..., ·. ': .... , ?·· · · . • ·:. .. . · ." · . ....... ~ . . -~ · ,.. : ···' " ..... ·. - • . , · ~ •. • .. : · •. • •· . . . .· .. • . - ... · · l • • • ~ • 

. ·.·. ~-~~t· diis:.: tfmEf .IS .. ·thit"" pe'ople~ lri:'·ihE!".l"oca.t·· S:reas: ·a!' 'thi{ P-rovince:-. ar.e : . .. :·,, ,.; ·, <~·.: .. ~' .•" 

willing to do what has to be done, and they are waiting, Mr. Speaker, 

for some leadership. They are waiting desperately for some directicn, 

for some leadership in terms of comimg to grips with this very, 

very desperate, disasterous, economic situation we are facing, and 

nowhere is it more desperate and disasterous than in the Bay d'Espoir 

area. 

The. prayer of the petition then, Mr. Speaker, is 

that all agencies concerned and,insofar as we here are concerned,the 

House of Assembly and the government would take all possible steps 

to combat unemployment. ~i~ is a prayer from 550 people. It is 

a prayer which reflects the deepest wish of every person in 

Newfoundland and Labrador. Three years ago at the government's 

authorization there was a study done by the Research and Productivity 

Council of New Brunswick - in terms of development opportunities in 

Bay d'Espoir, It contains a wealth of ideas that the Minister of 

Industrial and Rural Development ought to be looking at, It has been 

in the department now for· three years, and as the Premier said in 

announcing that study in November 1973, he saw the study as an important 
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Mr. Simmons: 

first step to the full development of Bay Q.'Espoir. 

I say to him now" Mr. Speaker, in concluding my 

few comments on this petition,that now,three years and three months 

later,the 'time has come for the second ste·p, to implement $Qme of 

the ideas in that report which would create a number of job 

opportunities. 

............ .. .. . .. ..... . ' ;- .•. · ·· · . ~ · . : .:..; . . ·, ..... ·•· :~ ,J" · .... ··: ·: , .· 
•• • ., • • . .. • • · ... -~ • •• j · .... . • ~- . . .... . . ~ •• • • • : . ··: • • .I" .·::· . ,. _ .: ·' 

~ ~·. . .. . .-
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MR.. SD!MONS: 

I am hoping, Mr. Speaker, that this subject today, so important 

as it is, will receive the endorsement and the active support, 

the vocal support,of every man and woman in this House. And 

I hope, in particular, that the Pr~ier, who has been closely 

associated with the instigation of the report that I mentioned 

on possible development opportunities in Bay d'Espoir, will 

rise in his place and tell us in particular when he intends 

to take the second step. Because the report contains a number of -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I must point out to the hon. gentleman 

that the five minutes have expired, and it would-have to be 

by. leave that the han. gentleman. can co.ntinue-. 
, ... ·.- · .... .. · ...... ~ .•• - . .. -:.: .. · •. · . ..... - ... = • ....... ·. • •. --.• i ·_.·;'-· , .. •'.. • .~.. :"'!·;,• -:•: ·:=~ ··: -·: ...... ... ~ .. ;;.. ' ·: :-~:~ ...... :~-" 

' ... · · · SOME'· RON. ·MEMBERS·: · · · By ieave. · ·· 
·~ ·~ .. :._ 

.,._ ... ... . . ,,_ .. . 

MR. SIMMONS: Just one sentence, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: If there is no leave then the hon. gentleman 

is permitted to bring his sentence to a conclusion. 

MR.. SIMMONS : Yes, well that is about all I want to do, 

Mr. Speaker. 

Mr~ Speaker, the report co~tains a number of 

recommendations, very specific ones. It looked at area$ and said, 

Look, this area is not a viable area; it is a pipe dream forget 

it. Then it took another area and said, Here is a possible area 

to ~reate some·jobs. And it totted up altogether about eight to 

-

, . . ~ 

.. . ·., .. ·:. ~- - '":... :. ' ·. . ... · 

nine hundred jobs-that could be- created with various sensjJ;,,;.e proposals, 

and then made about twenty-five or twenty-seven recommendations to 

government as to how these could be : ~lemented. None of these 

have been implemented to date, but I hope the Premier today will 

indicate when that important second step can be taken so I can 

inform the people of Bay d'Espoir,who will be most happy and most 

willing to co-operate with the Premier and his administration in 

getting the economy in Bav d'Espo±r turned around again. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

4C.11. 
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SOME HON. MEHBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Port au Port. 

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I stand to support the 

petition that was so ably presented by my colleague. I must 

say that while the member was speaking that ministers were 

yawning or out of the chamber,or one of them was asleep. .~d 

I feel that this perhaps is the most crucial problem that 

faces Newfoundlanders today. And when my hon. friend cannot 

get leave to finish his petition on such an important thing 

as unemployment in this Province, then there is something wrong 

with the government over ther.e. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. HODDER: Now I happen to live- this ~sets-me-

maybe you may think that what I say does not come from the heart, 
-. . 

·. ~ . ..... · ·.~~·.: ·- /.·· . --,.:' ......... ~ .• : •• ;:·:.:~ : ....... : .... ·~- ... . .. · . . .. -.......... ........ "t ······ · ._· .. ~ · : ." : .. · , ·. 
. . . bUt· I repi-esent·· a district wh'ere 'we . have the-'·same . situa·t:i:on ,.: and··· . ·· ···· . :> .. · ~: · .. · .. · .;-::.; 

I know the type of suffering that is happening in that distr.ict 

now, the district of Port au Port, particularly the Peninsula 

part of that district. As far as that part of the district is 

concerned, Labrador Linerboard closed a year ago when the wood~ 

operation ceased, and these people are living from hand to mouth. 

There were 150 people more on welfare at Christmastime this year 

than there were last year. That is 150 families, large families, 

families who were coming to me to go to St. Vincent de Paul to 

get clothing for them,and yet the members on the other side 

sit there and yawn and read their newspapers. Well that .is just fine -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. HODDER: - because if that is the way you think about 

unemployment then it is time that we had an election and had it soon. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I would ask the hon. gentleman to develop 

__ ________ hi_s_ r~rk_s into terms of the allegations of the petition. 

MR. HODDER: Thank you, Your Honour. 
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Mr. Hodder. 

Mr. Speaker, there was a make-work project 

in my district to help the unemployment in the district. 

It was done by the Department of Fisheries. One of my 

constituents who was unemployed got work on that make-work 

project. Re was on welfare. He got work for four weeks. 

At the end of four weeks the job was over. That was the make-work, the 

answer of the hon. crowd on the other side to the -

MR. PECKFORD: To a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR.. SPEAKER: A point of order • 

MR. PECKFORD: We have tried to be flexible over here 

as some of these petitions have come forward,and to give 

hon. members on the other side an opportunity to fully support 

. .... ·· .•.. ~d :--~ami uponv~he.ir-·ideas - ~s -±_t rela.ted· to· th~ mate-rial · -" . . : ... _ .· . . . . . . .. . . . . 

allegations of the petition. But, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member 

now speaking is talking particularly about the unemployment 

situation in the Port au Port Peninsula,which I am sure is very 

serious and which all hon. members can voice for their own 

constituencies. !he material allegations contained in the 

petition are relevant to the unemployment situation in the 

Bay d'Espotr area and so, therefore, I would say that the 

hon. member should keep his remarks to the unemployment situation 

as it relates particularly to the Bay d'Espoir area to which 

the petition addresses itself. 

4Di3 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: To that so-called point of order, 

Mr. Speaker, which I submit was no point of order but instead 

an intervention in the debate, a proceeding which is not 

allowed in a discussion on petitions, Sir. ';be hcii1.~ ge~f.b~~ 

from Port au Port is speaking in support of the material 

allegations of the petition. In so doing he is referring to a 

situation with which he is familiar by way of analogy, by way 

of reference and that surely is in order. 

If hon. gentlemen on the other side, 

Sir, are so ashamed of the make-work programme which has been 

their only response -

_MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! . 

I would think the hon. the Leader of the 

MR. ROBERTS: I ·am grateful to Your Honour, Si~, it 

is difficult to resist temptation such as given by the hon. gentleman 

from Green Bay (Mr. Peckford). Sir·, the bon. gentleman from Port 

au Port is speaking in support of a petition. In so doing he is 

making reference, a technique which is allowed in debate and in 

speaking in support of petitions. He is not straying from the 

material allegations but, Sir, if one is not allowed to refer to 

similar or like situations then presumably all that would be in 

order on a petition would be to stand here and say,·Mr. Speaker, I 

support ~he material allegations of the petition which are A,B,C, 

D,E. And if that is all that is permitted then, Sir, the 

procedure on petitions in this House for the last T40 ·--

years, thirteen of which I can attest to with personal knowledge, 

that whole procedure bas been wrong and against the rules. 

I submit it has not been wrong and not 

against the rules. You are not allowed to speak about anything 

other than the petition, of course, the material allegations in 

it, but, Sir, you are allowed, surely, to refer,to incorporate by 

reference other facts which relate to the material allegations of 

the petition as long as you are not straying into the area of 
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MR. ROB ER'!S : debate. I submit the point made by my 

bon. friend from Port au Port is in order and that he should be 

allowed to continue, Sir, to continue the petition. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: '!here is no doubt that an bon. member 

must not enter into debate and that he must confine his remarks 

to the material allegations of the petition. It has been and 

is as I understand it, the general practice and understanding of 

that term 'material allegation' that one may not develop ones 

remarks, the subject matter of ones remarks, on to something which 

is not the inater~~ _allegation. 

To take a matter such as unemployment, 

the material allegation of this petition - as I ~nderstand it it 

is asking for measures to relieve the unemployment incidents in 

. .: · :' · .-~: · · :::.· the~Bay- ·¢-~~·spof.r· .·a.rea_ =.;.;. T"o·-ma.i:":e-i·>for--.comP&rative··pux-poses-·;:.- .. • ···-'····. ·>.···.-. :.· .. -~.~ ,. _. .... ~.-;-. :·: ~- -.. ~··>"": ·. . . . . . 

reference to unemployment in another nearby area in the same 

Province and to do this is the spirit of comparison would not, 

in my opinion, go outside of the area of material allegation as 

we have practiced it under the heading of Petitions. I would 

ask all hon. members to endeavour in their own remarks to bear 

in mind that when these matters are made for comparative purposes 

then it is for that purpose and in order to strengthen or substantiate 

their arguments on the actual-allega~i~n _of a petition. 

The bon. the member for Port au Port. 

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I was trying to point. out 

that the unemployment situation in the particular area is so bad • 

. I think that I wo~~-__!lever encourag~- anybody ·t·o take--welfare, 

but here was a person who worked for1 four weeks and now~ beca~se he 

worked for that four weeks he must wait two weeks in order to go 

back -to welfare because be cannot get UIC. The job did not give 

him UIC. That is the type of situation that is happening. 

Not only that, Mr. Speaker, but I would 
-- ------------- -·--

invite any hon. gentleman on the --other- side to- take a tour of the 

district and go in and see some of the suffering that is there 

at this moment that was not there a year a3~ and was not there ~o 
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MR. HODDER: years ago. 

Now I do not care what the statistics say 

and I do not care what the flash sheets say, I am just saying 

that this is a serious problem in this Province and I think it is 

one that every member of this House should be concerned about 

and every member of this House should be doing s0111ething, or 

trying to do something. We are the Opposition, we are pointing 

it out to you. I would like to see the government take some 

concrete steps to help areas such as Port au Port and Bay d' 

Espoir. Thank you. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. the member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I certainly support the 

petition presented by my colleague the member for Burgeo -Bay d' 

:-· .:·._~ ,~::.:.:.: .. ' .. EspQ~ Uir: ..... s:~Zoa$~·,~ ·--:: . ±n. -~:: Q~~·~-·:~:.:·- s~~·,:· du~-~-i&_- 0~: .. - -~·: ~-,.~_-: .. , __ . .- .:.:..: ... -: "·-: ··:.·; 
. . ... . . . . . .... . . 

of the most tmportant.matters which has come before the House in 

this session. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

4C16 
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CAPTAIN WINSOR: There are areas of this Province ~o1here we 

have a very sick economy and so sick, Mr. Speaker, that peoule 

are very much concerned. When the hon. member tells me 

that within a very short notice that the 500 or more people 

would gather in any community and show their concern for the 

unemployment, Sir, I think that is one matter for which the 

government must prick up its ears and take note. 

MR. FLIGHT : It will in a couple of years time. 

CAPTAIN W!NSOR: Because, Sir, what applies to Burgee -Bay d'Espoir 

is applicable to a great number of districts in this Province. 

And now as Spring is coming on, or Spring is here -

A..~ HON. ~mMBER: Spring has sprung. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: ~ people are very much concerned - ~ecause 

_there is very little construct~on work going ahe~d ,_and of 
:., .. ;.·, .. ·'-.. ~. ~, .. :;:).;... ..... ;, •. · ·f :'" .. :. _;.~: ; ~~ .. : ;· .. ~ ..... ~ .. :·· ..... :·: .. : _·:·. : f·. ~:: .•. ; .... ,_-=--:, . . ~-· . _,';-~:· .... .. ·:- :.:,. ;-.:-·!'".•::·.- - :•· .·:· . .. ... .... : ;; ..... ...; -~ -~. :·· . • '·'· ·. ·-:··0"··.:-- ; · ::~ .:-.:: ~:·.: .. 

c-ourse -. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No prospects. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: There is no ~rospe~ts, there is nothing on 

the drawing board that we hear of and people are very much 

concerned. So I would say, Mr. Speaker, that any member in 

this House today who fails to get up and support this 

petition will show a lack of concern in my opinion for the 

grave problem we have, unemplo~ent. 

SOME HON. ~ERS : Hear! Hear! 
. . 
CAPTAIN WINSOR: Well, Sir, I pray almost every night that 

this- year there be a good fishery in Fogc district because, 

Sir, if there is not then I feel very sorry. ! am quite 

concerned for the people who have to trust to that 

industry because there is certainly no other source of 

employment whereby the people in that district can make 

a living and support their families. 

Mr. Speaker, as I reiterated first, I think 

this is a very imoortant and serious matter and I would 

like to see every member in this House stand in his 

place and support this petition. 

SO~ HON. ~BERS: Hear! Hear! 
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~- SPEAKER: The han. member for Lewisporte. 

MR. WHITE': Mr. Speaker, !, like my colleagues, ~auld like to 

stand and support the prayer of the petition, signed by 

over 500 people from the Bay d'Espoir area with respect 

to the lack of work in that particular area of the Province. 

Mr. Speaker, as we.all know the unemployment 

situation in this Province is not confined to the Bay d'Espoir 

area of Newfoundland but to every single area of the Province. 

My own area, Mr. Speaker, which ! consider to be one of the 

most economically sound areas of Newfoundland,is feeling the 

pinch at this time of year as well,and the number of calls and 

letters from people looking for jobs has increased substantially 

over last year. 

Mr. Speaker, ! am not ~o sure ~hat we even 
. . . ! • . • . . 

. : :" <b~~· h~~ :~~ri;·--~~~pl~'·.-~i·~·: :~t: :6f>·~~'"~t\;\h~~' -~-;~~i~~~ . . . Th~·::· , .::··. ·:_::. ~ .: . . .. ' :.·:·· .. ~ . :.: · .. 

un~loyment ·statistics that we have shows that there is about 

seventeen per cent of the people out of work, about seventeen 

per cent. But r read, Mr. Speaker, a Hansard from the Rouse 

of Commons in Ottawa yesterday quoting the Leader of the PC 

Party of Canada -

MR. NEARY: Joe who? 

MR. WHITE: Joe Clarke - Joe who?- saying that there was thirty-one 

per cent of the population of Newfoundland out of work, or 

of the work force in Newfoundland, thirty-one per cent of 

the people were out of work. 

The Leader of the NDP Party in Canada, 

Mr. Ed Broadbent,who also spoke on that debate in the House of 

Commons,said there were thirty-five per cent of the work 

force in Newfoundland out of work. So r am not so sure that 

we even know, Mr. Speaker, how many people are out of 

work in this Province. What we do know, according to the member 

for Burgee - Bay d'Espoir; who ~1~ted figures from the Canada 

----------
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MR. WRITE: Manpower Office, that rwo-third of the ~eople in 

the Bay d'Espoir area are out of work. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, about the only thing 

that is keeping the people of this Province, I submit, from 

rioting in this day and age is the fact of unemployment 

insurance and welfare benefits. If we look back, Mr. Speaker, 

to the depression years ? in the early thirties .,and we remember 

the storming of the old Colonial Building in St. John's, we know 

how bad it was back in those days and ! submit it is just as 

bad today except there are more benefits to sustain the people 

and in some ways to keep them quiet. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to see 

some action with respect to jobs in this Province;-at least 

. see it talked:.about;··and thzt··is s·oni.ethin~ we .·have not · s :P.P.n ·· ~n 
~ · "' ·.: ·" < -· "<·-~ ::. · ...f.: .·. · ...... ~: . -: · ..... -~ - ·-- ... ~ ! · · .::· -~~ . 4 • • ~--~. ·- • .. . .. • .. - :·· "':. :~ • • • • • :· · • • :·--- •• • ·,_._ -~- · ... '·:. •• • -~ ·; : ... · ' • • · ·, -:· : .' ' ; . : · - ~ •• 

·far in· this House of As"sembly since· the House opened,and if 

we cannot find jobs at least talk about it and see ~f we cannot 

come up with some alternatives to the serious economic problems 

that confront this Province. 

SOME'" RON. MIDmERS : Rear! Hear! 

~. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACP~: Mr. Speaker, I would like to support the prayer 

of this petition. I think it is shocking that two-third of 

the people in the Bay d'Espoir area are out of work. But the 

situation is similar to many other areas of this Province. 

We have situations all around the Island and in Labrador, 

even in Labrador West~where traditionally the employment has 

been 100 per cent1 this year there are almost over I;ooo _people 

in Labrador City and Wabush who are out of work. 

. . . .. . 
~ . :· . .. .. .. : : .:. : ~- ... ... . . 
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~IR. STRACHh"i: iri the Happy Valley-Goose Bay-central 

area the situation is des~erate. The business men are 

facing terrible odds, there is a malaise, an illness,a sickness 

right across the Province where people are feeling there 

is little leadership, little action in the attempt to try 

to get the Province going, _;!lat people who are supported 

purely by unemployment or ~-1elfare, and many people now find 

that it is even extremely difficult to get unemployment~ 

to qualify for unemployment, and have to go on the Felfare 

people who have never been on welfare in their lives. And 

I think the whole thing leads to lack. of leadership and 

lack of response of this government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please! 

~1 RON. _M::E}mER; Hear, hear! 
,• 

.... . ·.-·. ·., · .. · . .-,.MR.. · SEEAKER.! . ·, ... ·_,.I bell~v~ ... the h9n., - ..gentl~m.an· , .is- st~ay.~ng: .:· ;·: , . . . . . ,' .. · . . . . . ·. . ··: ·_ ~ ,_. .;. . · .... ~ . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ' ... . . . .. . .. . . . .. '·. _. ,.; . .. 
.. . 

·.·-: .· .. ~ ··,_ .. .. . ::' 
beyond the interpr7tation of the material allegation. 

MR. STRACHAN: I thank the Speaker for his ·ruling. 

SOBE RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. STRACHAN: The allegation anyway of the petition is 

correct. The fact is that there is a tremendous malaise 

in this Province concerning the unemployment and I call 

~pon the government to take action and __ try and get 

something done about it and try to get moving, espec~~lly 

since we should be starting to gear up this year, gear up 

in the next month or so to get the economy of the Province 

going. I whole-heartedly support it. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I certainly rise to support the 

prayer of the petition.particularly -

MR. ROBERTS: You know nobody on the other side has spoken. 

Not a minister concerned -

MR. NOLAN: -particularly when in view of the fact that 

you have such a high percentage of the people in that district 
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MR. NOLA.N: who are and are willing to admit and state 

publicly t!tat they are unetn?loyed. No~.r what does this 

mean, Mr. Speaker? It means that we have a large segment 

of the population in that area,and others as well, as has 

been indicated, who find themselves in a position that·is 

foreign to them. Unemployed, dependent therefore on welfare , 

on unemployment insurance or some type of social benefits 

which,as even members on the opposite side of the House 

have on more than one occasion admitted,saps initiative, 

takes away the pride of the people and so on. Now here we 

have a situation where it is no longer acceptable in this 

Province or anywhere else for that matter, for me to stand 

up and blame the Minister of Consumer Affairs or t!te 

Minister of Consumer Affairs to hurl insults at me. The 

·. -· ·.-.~.~:/ ::·. ~- .. ~ ... _.p~?:P·i~::_'fit:' (hi:S.:· ii:9~~·c:7'~-~i~ :.£¢. "uk/:~-ith;.-.t#~e_; .. :··: :::_· : .. ~.: .. ·~-~- . ::..· ~: =. _·· ·· = · ... :: . ~ ·:. -
• • • • • • • • • ~ -~ .,. • • • • • 0 0. • 0 . • • ... 0 0 

,, .: ... ~ . · : ~~ ·:. -·.,...~ . . 
II' :-.• '.I :•::·, · :·~~--

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Rear, hear! 

MR. NOLAN: The problem is too important. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NOLAN: Ah, they can j oke if they want to , Mr. Speaker, 

but this is no joking matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order. 0Tder:please! I must ask hon. members 

not to interject and for the hon. member to continue with 

his remarks, 

MR. NOLAN: In Bay D~Espoir, ~~. Speaker, as well as other 

areas,you have people nowlas has been referred to in this 

petition , they are leaving their families and leaving their 

homes as they did historically in this Province, to populate 

Boston, Toronto and so~ on. They are leaving. What hope are 

we holding out.for the young people coming out of school 

this June , from technical colleges , from the university 

or irade schools? The problem, and it is voiced in this 



March 31,1977 Tape 1443 AH-3 

MR. NOLAN: 

petition, ~~. Speaker, is what has happened or a number of 

things. One, there seems to be a situation ~henever you 

raise a problem in this Province now for some people to say 

blame it on the past administration, if that one does not 

fly you blame it on Ottawa,. but you never accept the 

responsibilities of leadership which you have accepted -

MR. SPEAKER : Order. Or~ex:_,please! 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR . SPEAKER: I believe the hon. gentlemans remarks 

are straying somewhat. 

~. NOLAJ.'i : Yes, I certainly appreciate that and I thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to conclu~e by sayin~, 

Mr. Speaker, that -
• * • • • ,•. •• · _ ·~ • • .• • • • ... - · ' •• :- • • • : .~: • ; • .. • .. ... .... :! • : . 

. :. •· ·.· · · - · · · ~ SOME:· Rf:JN~: · "MEMBERS::: .·: : :: :~<" ·O~t,> otr ! ': :~·."· :· ~ • .·· · --~= -:· ·· ·;. . .-> > -~:: . ·. :: : .. ·. ·•· . . . .. . · ·: _·, .. · .. 
• • • •• ·: •• '"':: .. -"0 / . :. , . :· 

• • • .. ..... . . • ... .. t . 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, would it be unusual for to 

ask for a little silence? 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. members are asked to allow the hon 

member to Ct?Utinue. without ~terruption. 

MR. NOLAN: Especially some of my own crowd. 

MR. LUNDR!GAN : The hen. gentl~man does not -

MR. NOLJ.u'i: Yes, I agree. no mis-mash about me, Mr. Speaker. 

. -
, MR. RIDEOUT: We do not talk half as loud as vou do. 'Lt!ndri.e:an' 

---- ·-·- .. . 

MR. ROBERTS: ~Y do you not say more? 

MR. NOLAN~ . In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, may I say that 

the guts of this petition is hopelessness. No dream, no future, 

people do not know what to look to. They are not worried 

just about themselves· but their families and everything 

that they have worked all their lives to try to sustain. And 

we must address ourselves to this , Hr. Speaker. It is 

difficult to realize now what one thing has come before this 

House of Assembly since we have met that is going to face 

up to answer the problems, the major one that we have in this 

Province today. It is largely ignored. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
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HR. SPEAKER: The hon. member from St. George's. 

MRS·. H. HAC ISAAC: Mr. Speaker, I stand to add my support to 

this petition. When 550 people gather Jn short notice to express 

their concern about the unemployment situation and who offer 

suggestions to help relieve it,I think it should certainly not 

go unheard or unnoticed. People all over the Province are crying 

for jobs, and they do not want to be on unemployment insurance, 

they do not want to be on social assistance, -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MRS • H. MACISAAC: - they want to work for a living. And 

it is up to each and every- one. of us as members of the House of 

Assembly to do our part to see that some form of employment is 

created for those people, -

SOME HON •. MEMBERS : . . Hear, .hear! . . 
. ~ ... . ~~ ,._r : · .. ~ _ .. : > .. ~:. : .. =·.: .. ~::·~~ .\ . ~- : .~ ~ .. _· ~~-~ .. :.· .. ··; .": :~. ;. ~:.: :·)- _.; __ :_ ~ . ;_: . ~ ·.,.\ ~ - :: : .. :· ·;: <~ .· ~~ . ~:- : ·.: .. \:. : ·.: .- ~ ·-~ . ~ ~ ··=·. :>: . ~ . __ .. :~:. · · ....... --:·--~ ·=·: ... ~-... ~-· ·., .;:.. ·"':· . :·= :. · ... i . ~ .. 

MRS. H. MACISAAC: -to make it possible for our young . people 

to stay in the Province and work as their parents did. Thank you. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. member- from Carbonear. 

MR. R. MOORES: Mr. Speaker, without any reservation whatsoever 

I stand to support this petition and to support it whole-heartedly. 

I agree with my colleague that you just cannot define the topic 

or the ramifications of unemployment to one specific area of the 

Province. For instance·,in my district of Carbonear,in the Harbour 

Grace Manpower n~cleus, and I understand .Manpower divided the Province 

' up into 'sections according to office, I have two areas of my district 

which are what they call 'chronic unemployment areas'. And if this 

government, and I do not want to advance into the realm of debate, 

but if this government ~as going to do anything about unemployment 

it would have done it in the last few years. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The bon. gentlem~ clearly 

stated his wish tQ stay within the provision of a Standing Order,but 

did not in fact stay within his awn desire. 

4-L23 
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AN HON. MEMBER: Re~d his ~words. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member from Carbonear. 

MR. R. MOORES: My apolog~e·s to you, sir, and to this 

hon. House for straying. 

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, unemployment is a problem, 

and this government, the administration, has to deal with it adequately. 

And certainly,in my opinion, they cannot look to the Federal 

Government and blame them for not aidi~g unemployment. For instance, 

I have some figures here, Mr. Speaker, if you will permit, that this 

year in the Local Initiatives Programme, LIP, and the Canada Works 

Programme, in my district alone those ~NO prog~ammes allocated just 

under $600,000 or almost 35 per cent of the total amount of the 

job creation programme that this government put into activity for 

the whole Province. 

· . .. ":' . 

MR. R. MOORES: So if this administration cannot blame Ottawa, 

·-- ·~-~based upon those figures they obviously cannot, then who can 

they blame? Certainly I do not feel reluctant at all, Mr. Speaker, 

to say that this administration is responsible for not doing anything 

about unemployment. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please~ I must insist that the 

hon. gentleman obey the rule which specifies that there must be no 

debate. 

. SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. R. MOORES: And in conclusion, Mr. Speaker -Thank you -

in conclusion I would like to support this petition. 

MR.. S ll1MONS : On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR. SIMMONS: My colleague from Carbonear (Mr. R. Moores) is doing, 

I believe,a tremendous job of lending support. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

4(24 
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MR. SD1MONS: Lending support, Mr. Speaker, to one of the 

most important and serious issues we have discussed in this House. 

AN HON. MEMBER: What is your point of order about? 

MR. SIMMONS: And, Mr. Speaker, my point of order is that 

the Minister of Industrial Development, the member from Grand Falls 

(Mr. Lundrigan),for some reason has undertake~ to interpret his 

tra~ of_ t~ought, to harass and interject, and there is no need of 

it, Mr. Speaker. This is a subject we are all interested in. 

And certainly goodness he can either get up and participate and 

support the petition or keep quiet,and let members who have 

the concern for their members -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Rear, hear! 

MR. SIMMONS: to do so. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN : I am not belitting or chiding or anything the 

hon. member from Cai--bonear (Mr. R. Moores) - the two gentlemen here 

the Leader of the Oppositon and his colleague to his left -
- --.. -~ ____ .. __ . 

MR. SIMMONS:: S"ti"c:E""to- the poi.Iit a£ ·Order:--sd.c~- -to_ t~e- poin~ _ o:f order. now! 

4(25 
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~- . L r~nRI GPJ1: ~r. Speaker, is there any Hay to deal with that 

ignoramus from that?articular community? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

}(1)_. SPE.AKEP.: Order, please! Order 7 please! 

MP.. :P.OBERTS : ~7ithdraw. 

~. SPEAKER: I would require the hon. member to withdraw the 

term 'ignoramus'. 

?-'R. LuriDRIG~T: Xr. Speaker, I have to call myself a liar and withdraw 

the particular term. ~ut, Your Honour, I am suggesting that the hon. 

gentleman for Carbonear (Mr. R. ¥oores) is making a point. As a matter 

of fact I sort of felt that he was maybe in order to attack the 

government,if he feels like it, attack the federal _goverriment, attack 

any government. But his two colleagues are not being serious in listening 

they are interferring with the rights of the hon. member. 

SO~ RON . MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR.. SPEAKEP.: Order, please! Order, please! 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR . ROBERTS: ~r. Speaker, the hon. gentleman for Grand Falls (~!r. 

Lundrigan) has once again indul~ed in one of his favourite tricks 

of trying to disturb and provoke the even tenor of the House by 

unparliamentary and improper remarks. There has been nothing said, 

Sir, by anyone on this side that was in any way out of order,I submit. 

The hon. gentleman for Grand Falls (Mr. t~drigan), Sir, insists upon 

displaying his ignorance of the proper parliamentary procedures by 

shouting across the House rude and insulting remarks which he may or 

may not believe. But all I can say, Sir, is that he is out · of order 

to do so,and he is even more out of order to Jo so in allegedly speaking 

in reply to a point of order. And we expect better than that , Sir, 

from a man ~mo has the dignity of a minister of the Crown and who has 

served, as he has reminded us on innumerable occasions,in another 

place until the voters, Sir, relieved him of that responsibility. 
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f!P.. POBE:O..TS : 

But, Sir, there is no point of order mace by the hon. 

gentleman for Grand Falls 0~r. Lt.mdrigan). ~y friend from Bur~eo­

Bay d 'Espoir ('1'Ar. Simmons) has t!'ade a perfectly valid one in my viet-1 

and I suggest-or submit, Sir, that the gentle~an for Carbonear (~r. 

R. Moores) should be allo~d to finish his remarks without the 

rudeness of the gentleman for Grand Falls (~r. Lundrigan). 

SO~ RON. MEMBERS: Fear, hear! 

:t-'R • SPEAKE P.: Order, please! 

The point of order is whether the hon. member has the right 

to be heard without interruption tmich he obviously does. '!'he hon. 

member for Carbonear (~r. R. ~oores)if he has not concluded his remarks 

is now called upon to do so. 

SOME HON. ~EPS: Hear, hear! 

~::.. ··::~···"·:·-.,;-~M!t..·-R. .. MOORES:..., ";'Y~.,}!J:~~p~alf~:'!:"'~-~J;-9..~:-=·t~-7~·.~·.,·~~~-~g.:~IU':.-~t;:r;.l:}_~~i·. · ;:'·.-·.-.. ..-•.~·:.:~"'-;~··;....,._ 
. . . . . . . 

indignation to the House I t•rould like to close by saying that 

unemployment in my district is a very serious problem, one that requires 

immediate attention,and I do not believe that this government has done 

all it can do to alleviate it. I support this petition whole-heartedly. 

Thank you very much. 

SO!-'E 'F!ON. YE~ERS : Hear, hear! 

~-. SP1'".&.KE'R : The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MF.. ROBEP1'S : ~r. Speaker, I would like to say a few words in support 

of the petition. I think it is significant, Sir, that there have 

been seven or ei~ht or ten speakers. I have not been keeping track 

of them, but all ha~e come from this side of the Rouse, Sir. Nobody 

on the other side is concerned enough obviously to speak on such an 

important matter as a portion of the P~ovince where 600 out of 900 

able-bodied men and women, two out of every three,are registered as 

looking for work, Sir. It that is not a serious situation, then, Sir, 

I do not know, I cannot conceive of anything that would possibly 

reauire the intervention of the government if that does no~. And 

it is significant, Sir, that not a minister - there have been two, four 

six, eight, nine of the hon. ministers in the House for part of this 
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~fR • POBERTS : 

discussion, Sir - not one of them has seen fit even to stand to 

comment: upon it. 

!-fr. Speaker, you could only vie~v the situation in Bay 

d'Espoir,I submit,in the total provincial context. The people in 

Bay d'Espoir have asked for government action. ~r. Speaker, it is 

not irrelevant,! would hope 9 to note that in the Province right now, 

according to the government's own figures, He have 30,000 people out 

of work. And that is not counting the 30,000 others ~mo have dropped 

out of the work fo.rce since l .ast July. So out of a work force of 

200,000 last year Y7e have 145,000 employed now. Sir, that is close 

to the thirty to thirty-five per cent figure that Yr. Clark and 

Mr. Broadbent at Ottawa have talked about. The welfare~ able-

bodied relief, the final resort, the place 1;-1here you ~o when you 

so many of the constitu~nts in the area represented by my friend 

from Port au Port (Mr. Hodder), it is up by thirteen per cent, Sir, 

in January 1977 over January 1976, up thirteen per cent, Sir, from 

. ·9,400_ f~llies_-~ at~;b~tt-: fi;~ - to -~ -fa~ily., that is- 50,000 people. 

And it is up now to 10,600 families, 54,000 or 55,000 people living 

on welfare alone. And not a minister, Sjr, not a minister - the 

Premier cannot even stay in his seat to hear the discussion - and 

not a minister rises. 

SO~ RON. ~EFS : Rear, hear! 
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MR. ROBERTS: The people of Bay d'Espoir, Sir, and the people 

of this Province are entitled to better than that. They have 

signed this petition, five hundred and some come out on short 

notice to a meeting, not a great public meeting for political 

purposes or for entertainment, but a meeting, Sir, to talk 

about a problem which they obviously take with the greatest 

of seriousness. And, Sir, not only do the people of the 

Province deserve ministers to speak in this House to outline 

the government's concern and the government's action, but, Sir, 

they deserve some concern and they ceserve some action, and 
. 

I submit they are getting neither. 

SOME HON ~ MEMBERS : Hear! Hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR • . PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker , I submit that the hon. Leader of the 
·: ·~·- .. ·., .. '37 ..... ~ ·:. "' 4·~- i- .-...t•\:':\~· .. ;=;-: =':: .. : ....,; ~·=-• ..,.;~·~~ fjr :-.~"-~: !'"~· .;',' ':?f-·-. :oJ." :~ .. · ,;-:~ . ..., • .,..~fll! ·~-.· :.:· ;.,._ ·4.-.. ~ .. ,· .. ~,.:~ .. · :...-~.~·\• '•,..i-:.•4>· ,..;.. __ -;:--:~.~ ... ;...- "!;. (.· .. ·.;:.~·-~ ·.~ r' ;,.\.i · .. :-c•;·.~~ .. -~.,r- ~~"',r.-

Opposi tion is getting i n to t he realm of debate which is prohibit~n 

under the support of petitious,outlined ln Standing Order 90, 

on page 47. So I submit that the hon. Leader of the Opposition 

is definitely getting into the area of debate and therefore should be . ..... .. 

restrained. 

~. SIMMONS: To that point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order. 

MR. SIMMONS: The point of order raised by the member for 

Green Bay (Mr. Peckford), the Minister of Mines and Energy, 

you know,can only be viewed as another att~pt to interru~t 

what is, I believe, Mr. Speaker, a very excellent point being 

made by my colleague. The temp tat ion is there, ~1r. Speaker, 

though my colleague has not yielded to it, the temptation 

is there to get into debate on this matter because it is the 

only opportunity we have. The government will not let us 

have a debate on une~loyment. 

~C29 
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: Order, please! The actual point 

of order was an allegation that the Leader of the Opposition 

was entering into the realm of debate. I am not at this 

time prepared to rule the hon. Leader of the Opposition's 

remarks out of order. It was a borde~line situation, I would 

ask him in continuing his remarks to bear in mind the 

.actual stipulation of the Standing Order prohibiting debate. 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

HR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I shall of course endeavour to do 

so in the spirit that to err is human, to forgive is devine. 

Mr. Speaker, I obviously was a little strong, or a little heated, 

but it is a subject on which I feel very strongly, Sir. The 

people in Bay d 'Espoir are concerned, and anybody ~;ho is the 

.. least bit knowledgeable about the affairs of this Province, Sir, · . .. · 
:~·~:. ;··.·-~_.,-~"i·-· .. ~: ......... 4 :.-..~ • .:.:~::.._ -~'! -~~,:· ..... ;_ ~;: ·:·';·~-1 ~~~:· .. ~· ... ·~ .,.-~ ........ -~ -~.-·;~·:·,~~!:··~·;-.. _• '"·?··~---: · ~-.....r~;.--J.:~·-··.•.7J, .. ~:..:;-:· ,..·~;--- ~~ .. .:. •. · :~ _:.. .... '".;;.-:.'!'· .:~:_.~~;,~-~- ..,_.. ::: ~·;'"':._ :;.~·~~- :-:·: 

who travels about at all must realize ~t is the most compelling 

fact that we face today, Sir, in this Province~ I think the word 

used, I think it was my friend from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) 

m&laise, the growing maiaise"''that-· is 'spr-eading throughout this 
·- - - ; · ·- ---- -- -- - ------ -- ---------- ---- . . --- . - ------- -- . 

Province and to be g;-e~_~ed by an attitude of tr.e ministry which 

can only be compared to the late Queen of France, Marie Antoinette, 

who is alleged to have said, "Let them eat cake," shortly, 

Sir, before her head was sacrificed up to a greater cause 

than that of cake eaters. 

Mr. Speaker, the ministry have made no response. 

I ask them now,in speaking in support of this petition, the 

gentleman from Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan), Sir, to tell us 

what jobs his departmental efforts have created, and the 

gentleman from Green Bay (Mr. Peckford),and the gentleman 

from St. John's Centre, and above all the gentleman from 

Trinity North (Mr. Brett), the Minister of Social Services. 

We cannot debate that make-work programme, Sir. We will if ever 
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MR. ROBERTS: they have the courage to call the estimates 

of that minister's department and I, Sir, would like to do 

it for the sorts of reasons my friend from Port au 

Port (Mr. Hodder) has raised, Sir, and I could raise others 

of the most ill-conceived and badly administered ~rogramme 

we have ever seen, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. PECKFQRD: A point of order. 

~. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR. PECKFORD: Whether or not the make-work programme that has 

been announced and that is now into operation by this government 

is good, bad or indifferent, and to continue to debate the merits 

of that particular programme,in my~opinion,I suggest, Your P.onour, 

does enter the realm of debate in criticizing the-government 

on these make-work programme,and I think that the hon. Leader 
~ :~~._;.. \.· ., .... !_... ~ •• -~"""' ··'~.- ................... ~.-.. ~....t:~;,..:.-.: ·~~~ -........ ~ ...:.~-:-.~- --~ ... ·.~ :i·. :·--· .. :. ."'! ..... ;. ~~: ~ ... !i ~=~· ·:. .. _ ..... _ .... . _ .. if,·.-~ ,· .~ ... ~-·-: ·:- ... !>..:.....,, .~· ........ ~~ ..::..· .. ?.·~~-"!·-~ _:.,_-:-;..__, .. ~..,.,;.;•~·<-·· · '· · .· .. ·:.· ·· ~f ·th~ bp~~~·it:{o; h~~ had s·~fffc.ient·. ii~:ib_i.iity i~- his-·su~por~. . . . · . . .... . 

of the petition to get his point across without having to 

get into the areas that he has now gotten into. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: To that point of order, Sir; I first of all 

submit that while the hen. gentleman did not mean to be offeusive 

to Your Honour he was very offensive to Your Honour by saying that 

I had, I think these are his exact words, "Sufficient flexibility." 

Sir, that is a matter for Your Honour to determine. 

Se~ondly, Mr. Speaker, I would like to debate 

the make-work project, the lack of make-work projects, whatever 

the phrase is) but I am not allow~d to,but surely it is relevant 

to the material allegation of a petition of 600 people wno are 

out of work and looking for work to say that the government 

have not made an adequate ~esponse, Sir. I could draw it 

particularly to the Bay d'Espoir area. I know they have not 

made an adequate response to the Bay d'Espoir area. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think I was tresDassing 

into the field of debate. If I was of course I aDologize and 

4.{': •")1. 
~u 
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~m.. ROBERTS: I shall endeavour to refrain from it. It is 

difficult, Sir, on a subject such as this but I can only 

say, Sir, to the gentleman from Green Bay (Mr. Pe.ckford) 

a rhetorieal question, Sir, Where is Mr. Leo Barry now that 

we really need him? 

MR. SP~R: On the poin~ of order; as in many cases like 

this, there is a borderline. The Chair has certainly 

a res~onsibility to -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

~ .. ~&GEERTS: Order please! The Chair has a responsibility 

. \ 
./.,:( -~ tl ~~~~ 1,:3.-~ :. 

t /& , -. 
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Mr. Speaker. 

to enforce the rules, the Chair has a responsibility to 

do so in a manner which is cognizant of han. members1 

freedom of speech within the rules and also I would think 

of the expression of citizens as related in petitions, 

and to endeavour to meld these together. I think in the 

specific instances or sentences of specific criticism of 

a government programme in that in those remarks and in those 

sentences they were debate, and they were out of order. 

The han. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

And if I mav draw my remarks to a close, 

Sir. I support the petition. I think it goes to the heart 

important matter in this 'Province todav. I regret that we 

in the House have been given no government programme to deal 

with it. I regret that the people of the Province have been 

given no government programme, and I regret even more, Sir, the 

lack of concern. I said in speaking in support of an earlier 

petition, there was a question of sensitivity, and I believe it 

was. I submit, Sir, that-the government's attitude in this 

matter is one of insensitivity, and I think that, too, Sir, 

speaks for itself. I support the petition. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear , hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Industrial and 

Rural Develoument. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, I just got a word or ~o to say. 

I sort of welcame the opportunity to say something. The thing 

that bothers me, Mr. Speaker, is that this thing is being 

entered into in an almost informal debate, a matter which is 

of urgent importance. I feel just as strongly as the members 

-- in --the House who have spoken to date about the unemployment 

situation in this Province. I have been a spokesman about unemployment 
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Mr. Lundrigan. 

and the unemployment problems since I have been in politics, 

and years before. I believe, Mr. Speaker, this is getting 

at the heart of some of our problems, and it is the role of 

an Opposition to come forward and suggest to government that 

we have a problem, and to present their recommendations. This 

is the first time that the Leader of the Opposition has got 

beyond the coloured. television sets, and his scandals -

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I must ask the han. gentleman to respect the 

rule of material allegation as so ably expounded by the 

han. gentleman to his left a few minutes ago. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, I commend Your Honour on being 

so perceptive about my remarks. I am just trying -to su·ggest, 

Your Honourtthat the Leader of the Opposition, if he were taking 
•• , • • • .~~~ . · . ~ · ·"'.·-• .'";,.. ... :z .:.:-• .-•.• ,..._: ~ .. ·.:.. ~··:;"" .,·~~ - ··..: : ..... •. ~ •. \· •. _.. .. ·. '-. ··ir: ---.:-. ··· :·- :• ,• . ... _ .. , : ":' ·-~ .. . ; ·.· .. · ..... ~ . · .. -..... · .• -~ - · · ~ ·"" .· ':.~,· J ;.; , ;. .,.·, , ~ "" -: • • 

the proper inftiatives as the Leader· of the Opposition,should · · 

be using all means of debate at his disposal, including Interim 

Supply and the Throne Speech, to present to the House some of 

his recommendations about the problems confronting this particular 

Province. 

MR. ROBERTS : To a point of order. 

MR.· SPEAKER: Order, please! A point of order. 

MR.. ROBERTS : Mr. Speaker, I would love nothing better than 

to enter into debate with the gentleman from Grand Falls if 

only we could entice him into a debate on the merits of some 

point, Sir. I would submit that it is not in order iu speaking 

on the material allegations of a petition to read what the 

han. gentleman doubtless believes to be a lecture on the duties 

of the Opposition, Sir. He was in Opposition himself for awhile, 

and his conduct there speaks for itself. It led to his defeat 

at the polls in short order. But, Sir, it is surely not in order 

in a discussion on a petition. If it is in order» if Your Honour 

so finds, then I would like nothing better, Sir» than to enter 

into the debate, because I think, Sir, that we on this side have 
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Mr. Roberts. 

verv strong views about the role of Opposition just as we 

do about the role of government and the hon. gentleman's 

failure there, too, Sir. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, on ;Eat· point of order. 

Your Honour~the Leader of the Opposition has just spent 

ten minutes wrangling on about the particular petition, and 

he has been challenged on several occasions about the relevancy 

to the particular petition. And he defended on a number of 

points of order and threw his little slurs across the way, 

and I suggest, Your Honour, that the interjection by the 

Leader of the Opposition that I was petulant and childish 

has no relevancy to the point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

0 ,.;.,.':,.-. !,.• ~ ... , 0 •,~ •_>. ·-, .,.~A.~•:,•, ;-; .,·.~,'to ' "; •.:,....,:., .'·Ihe..:,spect:e'ic;po-ittt• <r£' o~er·• a~':!- ·teeall~ i:C":• '•, • ',•j"-'.~ ... . ... •• ' :-:·'· ':'" .·~ ; •..:- ,•:••"'·~'·'_. ." 

was to the effect that the hon. gentleman was speaking on the 

role of Opposition rather than on the material allegation of the 

petition, and he must confine his remarks to the material 

allegation of the petition as that has been interpreted in our· 

practice and in the precedent which allows certain points for 

comparison and illustration. So I would just point that to 

his attention and ask him to govern his remarks accordingly. 

The hon. minister. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, the point· I am making is that 

I welcome the opportunity as being presented by the petition from 

the member for Burgee -Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) to pass 

a few remarks about the state of the economy and particularly 

the unemployment in his region. I would have expected the bon. 

member, if he were diligent and concerned and really genuine 

about the conditions of unemployment in his region, to have taken 

the opportunity to present to me or to any member of the government, 

to any minister where there might be a relevancy, the suggestion 

that weee forthcoming from the particular -

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. SPEAKER.: 

A point of order, ~~. Speaker. 

A point of order. 

4i..35 
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MR.. SIMMONS : Mr. Speaker, I wanted in this House 

earlier this afternoon as the record will show to take 

another three or five ~inutes. The minister is one of 

the people who woulq not let me 

.... :}'; .... . f"'> 
~'-c.J'O 
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MR.. SIMMONS : pass on those suggestions would not allow 

me leave. Mr. Speaker, if the minister wants to debate that idea 
-- -

I wlll do it at any time.. _I will say to him, he has all the 

suggestions that came up the other night in the report of the 

Research and Productivity Council which bas been sitting in his 

department since January 1974. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

_§OME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! Hear, bear ! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

I cannot see that there. is a valid point 

of order there. I will now draw to hen. member's attention that 

the rules on the petitions are quite precise. In this Legislature 

I have always personally regarded it as one of the important 

fundamental rights of citizens and the duty of members when 

-··-~~ -~-!-'~· ..... : '·:~speakin&-~ ~re.trrte...,\,eari-,~lia-1;:: ~:f.:::::m.tnd:~:-:!.-·If· ~Jid..,.when.:-.the_· ·'procedure! : ·?>;,_~· ":' ,, "'- ·.-.:.r~-·-.-.:., ,:-:~.,~· 
. . . . . . . . 

becomes so entangled, and with numerous interferences and 

objections and points, -~d.- the House is then led into debate, is , 

in fat:t, in a situation of debate where that is not permitted, 

aud if .bon. members. when this is drawn to their attention will not 

at the Chair's order so regulate their remarks as to bring them-

selves within the rules, then I think I have no choice than to 

call the next routine order of bu:siness. / '/.,.(/ C 
I 

It is not something which I would~sh to 

do, but it something which I think that I would have little choice 

but to do, if the rules which are relevant, and the courtesies 

which have traditionally been extended are no longer observed. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPUKER: The hen. the Minister of Rural and 

Industrial Development. 

MR. LUNDRIGAI.~ : Mr. Speaker, I was referring to the hen. 

gentleman's lack of eagerness to present to us before he got up on 

his petition, his suggestions that be had. I was not aware until 

I came into the House today that he was presenting his petition 

so I could very properly analyze the recommenda~ions and suggestions 
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2-!R. LUNDRIGA.J.~: 

to give a ligitimate response. But I want to take issue with a couple 

of points that were made, Your Honour. Number one is the -

MR. SllOONS: To a point of order, Mr. Speaker. I do not want to 

interject. I want to listen to the minister, what he has to say on 

the petition. And I believe it i,s an important issue. I think it 

is unfair and also quite irrelevant that the minister should be 

pursuing the subject of my diligence.- or lack of it. I have no 

objection, Mr. Speaker, in giving him a copy of the report i£ he 

cannot find it. It has been in his department for three years. But 

I do have a copy I can give to him. And it contains the suggestions 

he wants. Thera is no precede~t in this House, Mr. Speaker, for a 

member having to discuss the subject of a petition with members of 

the House before he brings it into the House. And I have done today 
. . . . 

• . • . •, •• •. . • • ... • •. .. •• ••• ' . . •• ·• • . .... • ~ • ~ ...... • •• • . -; ~. .. · ~· ... . , :- . • : . ,. _""'4. ;- ........ - •••• • · ~i- _");' .:"""'.;.',;. . ....,;..;~ ... ~ .. ,. ~ 
:·~<·· · ~· -: -. -: ·=·wfiiif ~ot:fii'"r'o·m-eit~'r~F&ave-·~b"n~"'"civer~~th~·i·~a:rs~ ·i'n' ·eh'is -'aciu~-~~~- · I · ~v.; ....... · ····· · ..... "= .. - · · 

c~e in and presented my petition in the proper order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! Order, please! 

Order, please! There is no point of order. The hon. gentleman was 

entering into a debate • . It is a difference of opinion on this matter. 

But I am not aware that there is a specific point of order which the 

Chair can rule on. 

The hon. minister. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, two or three 

comments. First of all, I would like to disassociate myself from the 

gloom and doom and the hopelessness kind of syndrome which se~~ ~o 

manifest itself in the comments which were made about the petition. And 

I believe myself that comments which are made such as the member for 

Conception Bay South(Mr. Nolan) made about the hopelessness and the 

gloom and doom is one of the causes of some of the economic problems 

we have in this Province. Number two, I take issue with the comment 
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MR. LUNDRIGAI.'l: 

that is being made that there is no relevancy between the economic 

position of our Province today and the national scene. The member 

for Carbonear(Mr. R. Moores), a young member who is aspiring to be 

a great parliamentarian - I encourage him along these lines -

certainly has to be aware of the fact that a significant proportion 

of the ~couomic problems we suffer in our Province toda~ and in any 

other area of the Province that has regional disparities is a result 

of the fact that we have a relatively unhealthy economy across this 

whole country. If members take the time to read, and I ~ sure 

the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir(Mr. Simmons) -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order,please~ I do believe now 

the hon. gentleman is entering quite specifically into au-area of 

debate. And I ask him to keep his remarks within that definition 

· :··'-~1,,,:.·.-. · :~ot:tiiateri'a! .. ·~Iris~ti~~: :wi\:tc:fi~··tiai"'se'eii'''uricf ·fif ··tne· .. Holis-e.r- ~·. ,_-.. ;,r.;:~ ... ~.,_.-: ····"' --:~· •-\ ·.:,s • ··.~-~· ~'".-:·: · · 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, in view of Your Honour's insistence 

about the relevancy of debate,and looking at what happened a minute ago 

I see no purpose in trying to pursue any further remarks on the 

petition. I regret that because I feel -that I am-

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! Order, please! On 

behalf of the House I shall have to use any arguments put forward 

by hon. members and my own knowledge of the rules and my own judgment 

in my application and enforcement of the rules and on behalf of the 

Rouse I will have to and do ask the hon. gentleman to withdraw his 

latter remarks in that in my opinion they were a reflection upon 

the authority of the Chair which is the authority of the House. 

And it is in that it is the authority of the House that I ask him 

to withdraw those remarks. 
- - - ·- · · - · ·-
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MR.. LUNDRIG~~: Mr. Speaker, I guess the proper procedure -

and this is the first time I have done this since standing in 

the House-is to withdraw, I suppose, the ~levant comments - that is 

without qualification-and I have to do that. But, Your Honour, 

again I am not al~owed to pursue it, but I find some restrictions 

on me as a member of the House, Your Honour has referred -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh ~ 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: ····-His-Honour is not interferring - Your 

Honour has referred to the freedom of speech. I am trying to place 

in a broad context tha remarks of bon. members across the House, 

and I find that the rules do not permit me to do so. That was 

the reason for my remarks. It is not a reflection on Your Honour. 

I listened to remarks about my_ l'oli;ical future, ___ my~~olfdcal __ _ 
!_ • riJ- - ----- -- • 

past, and all kinds of petty remarks. I am trying to be responsible 

-- -~~~1·~ - ~ :'""·:an.a·~ .. ·?rac:·~~·t:f1~!- ~·{!fitibti :~~~t:i\~·=-i~:r~~-.;rn·;--a-- bl:ri·~t :c6irt·i~t:'<_._io~;·li~~a~'r~·-• ;-· ...... ,~ _:;: ;~,. - "~~ ~ ; .. · 

3ays that-- is no-t-pernl:i.ssibi.e; and if -that is not permiss-ible then I discontinue· 
-- . . .. -- - -- ---- - ·-· -- - . -·- . . - . -- -- ... - . ·- . . . 

~_remarks, an-d_ .that -w~~-~-~lle reasan for my reflection if Your Honour 

so interprets it,on the Chair. 

MR. NEARY: On a point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of privilege. 

MR.NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would submit to Your Honour that 

the hon.member from Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) has not withdrawn, 

and Hansard can show this, Sir, h as _n.ot with~rawn his remarks. 

He merely got u-p and gave an excuse for disobeying the Chair. And 

I would sub~t to Your Honour that --now that Your Honour has made a 

ruling that Your Honour insist that the member from Grand Falls withdraw 

his remarks with no strings attached. 

MR. SPEAKER: The point of privilege brought up by the hon. 

member from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) is, in my o-pinion, a valid one. I 

do not have the exact transcript, nor did I write down what the hon. 

member said, nor do we have the parliamentary secretaries here, and 
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Mr. Speaker: 

it is not my •Nish to,uniess necessary,to adjourn the House. I did, 

however, understand his remarks and I can well understand .... I can 

understand, I cannot condone-but I can understand when an hon. 

member is cut off that he can react in that matter and may think 

he has been treated unfairly, and obviously that is every hon. member's 

right to think what he wishes. But the only things obviously that I 

can take note of, and I am entitled to~is what is specifically said. 

And,in my opinion, the hon. gentleman's remarks were of such a nature 

which would undermine the authority of the House, and I would ask 

him therefore to unequivocally withdraw them and the matter can then 

be terminated and we can continue to whatever comes next. 

The han. Minister of Industrial and Rural Developme~t. 

MR. LUNDRIGAl.'l: That was my interpretation of what I had done. 

whatever that means. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, · hear ! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! It certainly -

SOME HON • MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The Chair is no~ - it is 

not my wish,and it is not my intention,and indeed it is not my right 

to enter into debate with the hon. gentleman. I do not do so,yet 

I do not either leave when i~ is?~ my opinion, the authority of 

the House has been challenged, then I cannot allow that to go. And 

it is not my desire to protract this matter whatsoever, but I do 

require now from the han. gentleman,and this is the last time I will 

require it and if he does not do it now I will have no choice but to 

do what the Standing Orders request me to do,and that is to withdraw 

-unequivocally without further comment. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, that was precisely, and I apologize 

to Your Honour for maybe -

AN HON. MEMBER.: Without comment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order! 
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MR. LUNDlliGAl.~: Mr. Speaker., the least I can do is have the 

courtesy of speaking in silence on a matter which is relatively 

important. Your Honour has suggested that I challenge the 

authority of the Chair, Perhaps my tone has not communicated my 
------- - - - -

apo1ogizies to Your Honour. I suggested in my previous remarks, 

Your Honour, that I withdraw precisely along the lines that ¥our 

Honour has suggested. And that is exactly what I d~~ Your Hon~ur. 

MR.. SPEAKER: The matter is disposed of. I note and the House notes 

the hon. gentleman's withdrawal and that in fact does terminate the 

matter. 

The hon. member from LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I stand and support the petition 

presented by the member from Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir, Sir. My understanding 

of the petition, Sir, and the way that the member presented the 

,.,.,: -:- ~·,--·--:-~·: ··:::a;eeiF!6~~-'ili:i"t .. i:li·e:.·i'c:;~~~n:t:~;_.iii ;t~~: 'B'a~ -.. ·ci';'E#b'?~ .. :~f.e~· .. :;;is~· i;ur~l-y-.:~~~·,-~ ·. ~ .. ~ . :::, .-. ~. ,~! · ":; -.-~ ""': ....... : !_::..;.:. 

spontaneous·moyement. -And it should be a warning, Mr. Speaker, it 

should be a warning to the administration that not only are the 

unemployed in the Bay d 'Espoir area ge·tt~ng _:restless, ~~t the_ 

un~ployed throughout the whole· Provin.ce are getting restless, and they 
- --- ---- - - -- · -· - --

---- _ ____ , ____ _ - .. 

want action, they want action 

--- -- -----
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MR. ~ARY: from their government, Sir. ~fr. Speaker, 

five hundred and fifty men, lvomen and children attended a 

meeting in Bay D'Espoir in the parish hall- In St. Albans 

lvas it? 

MR. SL'1MONS: !n the parish center. 

MR. NEARY: In the parish center. And they came there 

for one reason, Sir, and one reason onlyJ and that is to 

communicate to this Rouse and to the administration that 

these people did not ~i'ant to accept unemployment insurance 

benefits. theydo not want to be forced to go on welfare, 

they want to work. these people are eager and willing and 

able to 'NOrk, and they want jobs • 

. Now, Mr. Speaker, we have been here in this hon. House, 

what since February is it? February 2nd I believe 

·;•u-:-~;;.,.:. ·· --:,:!;.:.· . '::it.:.-='·:-~ .... ,; ,Wf!_. ¥VE!.:.Qe.~4l~a:.-.J:l.l?.~: '.c¥nw;s,~·:7~,, .. ~e..J+.;,o.ve:r .. J:.w~ .. ·.JI~On.~~ -~.; \ .';!,-- :··~ .:~:.. -•• ,·-~-~.:.<~.:;~:·;.4;:~:-:: 

and we have not yet, Mr. Speaker, seen one sign of a plan 

produced by this administration to provide long-term employment 

for our people. We have massive unemployment in Newfoundland 

at the present time. I would think in the Bay D'Espoir 

area, from the figures that have been given by the member, 

that unemployment in that area is somewhere up around seventy 

per cent, a mimimum of seventy per cent. In some communities 

in Newfoundland it is ninety per cent unemployment. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the figures that are given out by 

Canada Manpower - not by Canada Manpower but by Statistics 

Canada, I do not know how they are arriving at their figures, 

how they are manufacturing the figures, but I would think 

in this Province at the present time, Sir, that we have 

about 64,000 Newfoundlanders registered with Canada Manpower 

who are unemployed ; massive unemplovment. 

Mr. Speaker, is it any wonder that the people in 

the Bay D'Espoir area are becoming cynical, disillusione~ 

disgrUntled, discouraged and disappointed ~vith the administration? 

M~. Speaker, I think it is shameful the way - the reception 
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~. ~TEARY: that this petition has gotten from the ministry. 

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please! I must ask the han. gentleman 

to avoid debate and to confine his remarks to the petition 

allegations. Hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: So,Mr. Speaker, i have no hesitation at all 

in supporting the prayer of this petition, Sir. It is a 

good petition. It is a sign, and should be a warning to the 

administration, Sir, that the unemployed in this Province 

are getting restless and we are going to see more of this 

in the future. And our people want to work, they want jobs, 

not unemployment insurance or ~.:elfare. I believe that 

the administration would be well advised, Sir, to take 

note that this may he only one of many petitions that we 

will see presented in this hon. Rouse on this very serious 

And before .I take my se~t, Sir, I want to congratulate 

all those on this side of the House who have p.articipated 

in supporting the prayer of this petition. It has been an 

excellent exercise~ Sir, one of the best things that I 

have seen happen in this session of the House to date, to 
' -

drive home, to rivet home,the problem of high record of 

unemnloyment in this Province. And I also want to 

congratulate , Your Honour, for the way that,Your Honour, 

handled a very delicate situation because when you are talking 

about unemployment . ~ ~ir, it . is bound to get a little bit 

heated once in awhile and I must say that ~our Honour has 

done a fine job throughout this whole discussion. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER-: Ron. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. FLIGR'l': Mr. Speaker, I want to add my voice to 

the support that has already been given to this petition. 

4f44 
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MR. FLIGRT: 

I cannot think, Mr. Speaker, of a more important petition 

that has been presented to this House, I cannot think of 

anything that would warrant debate anymore than the 

unemployment situation in this Province does today. Unemployment 

Mr. Speaker, the level of unemployment in the distriets 

referred to in this Province is, ~r. Speaker, destroying 

the self-respect of Newfoundlanders. That petition was 

presented out of resignation and ~esperation and that 
, 

desperation is going to manifest itself all over this 

Province. 

~fr. Speaker, I do not see how I could stand here and 

be relevant to supporting a petition if I we~e permitted 

to look at why the high level of unemployment is in this 

I witness in this Province over and above civil service, 

over and above the paper companies and the fishery is 

the make-work programmes by LIP ·and now Young ~-anada Works ; 

and Canada Works 
·- .·- . 
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MR. FLIGHT: very disappointed and !. expected, Mr. Speaker, 

when the Minister of Rural Development stood that in supporting 

the petition he would point out the jobs created by his 

department over this past three or four years. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: There is a job wait~ng for you. 

MR. FLIGHT: I think he should have. The fact is, Mr. Speaker, 

the reason the people in Bay d'Espoir - five hundred people 

attended a meeting,_ and says we do not have work - is because 

the job creation programmes of this Province have not worked: .. 

Rural Development is not creating the jobs that they were 

intended to create. If they had we would not have had those 

kind of meetings because Bay d'Espoir is an area that would 

have been dependent on the natural resource development of 

Mr. Speaker, in the fifties and sixties when 

there wa~ a very low unemployment situation in this Province, 

a great deal of our people were working for companies and they 

did net realize they were paid out of the public purse. They 

did net realize that they were working for the Government of 

Newfoundland but they were. The 3,000 or 4,000 employees that 

the Lundrigans had and the Goodyears had and all the construction 

people building roads and bridges and schools and electrification 

programmes were, in fact, being paid for by the Newfoundland 

Government. And this administration must have realized, any 

government must have realized that when they cut back on the 

essential services of this Province, when they cut back on 

public works they would create massive unemployment and that 

is basically our problem, Mr. Speaker. The fiscal policy of 

this Province is not in keeping with creating jobs for our 

people in this Province. 

~!R. ROBERTS: Hear, hear! Well said. 

MR. FLIGR'I: When this House of Assembly and this administration -

4C4S 
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}!R. FLIGHT : decided to go with the price and wage controls 

situation then they accepted the price and the price would have 

been to cut back on public works and on cutting back on public 

works they knew full-well they would be cutting back on the 

employment level of this Province. 

When we committed $250 million to get into 

BRINCO, to buy out BRINCO, Mr. Speaker, -

'MR.. SPEAKER: A point of order pleaseJ A point of order please! 

I do believe the hon. gentleman now is stretching beyond reason 

the concept of material allegation. 

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I will abide by any 

suggestions or rules that you would lay down, Sir. I am just 

simply suggesting that i~ terms of employment, Sir, if the funds 

that have .been.. alioca~ed thls. pas~ few . year.s through· _various . . . . 
: • • ·~·· . :"· , ·~ : • ..... : :" 1 ~ ··.: ·~ .:..~ ... ·~ ·• ..... .;...:~;: ...... ..., -1 .. ~ ~-=- .· .. 5. ? .... :·· ~::- •· --~ - ~- ~.. ·:· ~- : ..... : . . :...~. •:1

_ ~ ' •• -.. -: ·• • ... ·::·- · ·-~·-~-~...;... ~.~:-. ~··,; .. ~~::=. ' ~ .. ~ . ·~~ -.... ... ~~~-·: r.. ~-:·~ -;: ... ··:: .... . ~.~--~~ f !::: :. 

projects had instead been allocated to creating employment in 

this P~ovince then the result of that employment might have 

put us in a position to spend the money when we were ready,to 

spend it in the way it woulcL h.a.ve best suited Newfoundland. We 

could have put the -_g7-ganti<_~ainounts of money that this . administration 

have put into - when we were ready, when we had indeed created 

the kind of jobs and developed our basic and natu~al and local 

resources. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the petition and I submit 

to government that if they are to deal with the massive unemployment 

we have then they are going to have to change their tactics and 

their emphasis is goin~ to have to be on putting their money into 

resource development and they are not doing it, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. ROBERTS: Not just talk but the money. 

MR. FLIGR'!: Not just talk, the money, Mr. Speaker. 

MR.. ROBERTS : Bear, hear! Bear, hear! 

MR. FLIGHT: I support the petition, Mr. Speaker. 

4C47 
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MR.. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Stephenville. 

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition of 

my hen. colleague, the member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir. 

Mr. Speaker, the moral fiber of our Newfoundland people is 

being strained so much that they are now starting to tear away 

at the seams. The people in Newfoundland do not want to be 

reduced to social welfare or UIC. They want work. Sometime 

ago the Premier mentioned that the blueberry industry would be 

stimulated to provide employment to many people who are out of 

work. Mr. Speaker, if the unemployment rates keep increasing 

as they are there will be a one to one ratio, one blueberry for 

every one person unemployed. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I .do not believe t.hat the government 
~\<'",!.~ • .!.:..· ::~ .. ·= · - '-\ :"a.. . : .. • .... ~ • .:..,.~ .. '";..:.- ... ·_ ·=:- ;J .... ~:·-~ .... ~-- - ~_ ..... _~ .. ·._· --:: ._..;~ •. : ,_~ -:.-~) .... .. :--.. .. ~"-•.- .. ~':" \;~ .. !· ·~ .. --. ·r. ".~- ~ .. -.:~ .... - ,..: ·:/ .• ~ .... ~ .· -~ ~··..: :· - ~_-..,_ ·-··, .. : .. ,.;· .~:.! - "·'"--7' . ::. -~ -:.~ ....... --=·-~ -•.. ~ 

has done enough to curb this high rate of inflation and I would 
• I 

suggest that the government take a much more serious approach to this 

whole unemployment situation. 

I support the petition presented by my hon. 

colieague, the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Baie Verte- White Bay. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I too rise to add a few words of 

support to the petition presented by my colleague from Burgee­

Bay d'Espoir~believing as I do, Sir, that that is probably 

the most important petition presented to this House of Assembly 

this session. All the speeches, all the remarks that have been 

made by people on this side of the House and indeed, Sir, the 

Prayer of the Petition itself,! believe,should 
-- ----- -----

-- · --
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YR.P.IDEOt"'': S"-1f;eest to each of us here that there certainly is 

a cancer eating away at the fibre of life as we know it in this 

province. 

!-1R. Lt"m)RIGA."t: Yes, you see it right now. 

~-. P.IDEODT: It is exemplified by the Minister of Industrial And 

P.ural Development. It is exemplified by the mir!ister, Sir, because 

it is the minister's department that should take the lead in this. 

~. SPl<' P..KEJ'.: Ord~r please! The hon. gentleman is quite definitely 
. -

in the area of debate,_ The material alle~ation of the ~etitiop 

in case hon. members have forgotten is ·- I will have to cot'!plete -

is the relief' of a high instance of unemployrrent in the Bay D"Espoir 

area and certainly references to unemployment in other areas, 

logically related to things~ . or ."in ~omparis~n are-oerm~: tted. But I 
• J 

think the hon. gentleman was in debate with the hon. minister. 
~--.:.~··"--· . .:· ... :~·· ~ - - ..... -~ . : :u,.· .. --::·.•;; :4.~ _. .. ·~'$:::~.) · ~~·=:· ............ .;: ·:·-.<=· ~!~ ::) .... "'! ·: :;.-..-.<"~::·r .• ~··-;'. : .. ~ . "".· · ·~: ..... - _ .• :·~;:: · · · :.o:·; · ~··: -'9~ ··-a·.,.;,..:: •. ··;<·--.._;·:•:.; .. ;.:-:-·:,"':·::r~ ........ : .. · .. ~.:~>~, 

~.P.I'DEOTi'I'. : I thank you, 'very much,~r. Speaker," but it is so easy 

to ~all by the way When :J!'.e looks at the minister f!:"m Grand Falls. 

Of course it is better to look than be looking .a~ che Premier's 

seat,which is vacant. 
( 

I just want to say,Sir, !-supported the 

prayer of the petition and we have been called in this province 

to be more productive but,Sir, we cannot be productive unless we 

have jobs. People all over this province .look at the District 

of Baie 'tTerte - 1-Thite Bay as being economically well off. But, Sir, 

we have our pockets of unemployment too just as they have them up 

in the district represented by· • .,- f~i~nd_ -,in Burgee ~ ·"'Bay n'Espcir. 

Only for LIP, Sir, I do believe that this province, 

thfs year N'ould have been worse off economically than any other ·year 
. --- - __ ........ 

in decades. v1e still have serious unemployment problems clespite 

· the weak efforts of the $2 million the efforts of LIP, despite 

government joh--creation ·progra~e which did not show its face at 

- - -- --
all in places like ~nglee:and Bide Arm where you have 75 ~d . SO_ ner cent 

unemployment rates. So, Sir, the people, when the people come together 

sot't of on the spur of the mcment as they ~id out :ir.. Zargeo-Bay D'Espoir 

a few days ago: •Jhen thev come to2ether on the ~nuT' of the mn'lft@ne .:ut t-hav. 

did in my friend's district. I believe it tells a story, a story 
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VP..FIDEOtTT: that we are goinf! to he"Rr more of in this Eottse, 

story of frustration, Sir, a story of concern. Those people are 

looking to the governrnen t to pro~ride some sort of leadership and 

to get this province back on the road to economic recovery. I 

say to the ministry, Sir, I say to the ministry, 'For God's. sake
1 

, . .. - . 
heed the voice of the oeonle!11 

• - - -,. - , .. p 

EON .~!EMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

¥R.SPE.~~R : Hen. member for Burin Peninsula. 
, 

'HR.CANNING: Mr. Speaker, I rise to give my support to this very 

-
important petitioni bein~. presented in the ·House today. Like other 

members on this side have said,it is probably the most important 

petition that has come into the House. The people of Bay d'Espoir, 

the prayer of that petition, Vr. Sneaker,is the prav~r r.f most of 

Newfoundland today. It -:is their greatest interest ... ff the prayer p·f 

further a~oid bankruptcy 7 and the province may come back into its own. 

~fr. Speaker, I hope I will be relevant, and I think I am, 

~ut if I am not I will surely bow to Your Honour's ruling 7 )ut __ I ·say · 

this afternoon in this House it is a sad for Newfoundland. I cannot 

refer to something previously brought up ·here, cut tvhen I look 

across the House and see a government that the people of this province 

have put their trust in,and the Opposition carrying out their duty,' 

the voice of the people which has just been stated • I see it at times 

that the government side has ~one down to nine members. The Premier 

has not been in here t~ minutes or three minutes -

YR.SPEAKER: A point of order. 

~ .• Lt:NDPIGA..~: I have the greatest respect for the hen. gentleman .. 

I. know he is meaninf! to get involved in meaning~ul debate but right 

now be is certainly ir~elevant I would like to later on recognize that. 

~.SPEAKE?: The hen. minister!s point is a valid one and the hon. 

gentleman have strayed somewhat from the subject at hand. ~e hon. memb~r 

~~. C'.MTNING: ~4'r. Speaker, I should not be brealring the rules of the 

House. I hsve been here a long ti~e. A couple of months time I will 

be here for twenty-five year.s,so I really should be ashamed. 
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SO~ HON. ~ERS: Rear! Rear! 

MR. Ck.~ING: Mr. Speaker, I should be ashamed of myself. 

I am serious and I am sincere when I say I am very sorry to 

cause Your Honour to have to call me to order. And I will 

try to abide by it. and stay iri order. 
- ----------~ - -- -- - - -- ----- . 

The people have asked that this House 

would give consideration to the serious unemployment in the 

Bay d'Espoir area. Mr. Speaker, I am meditating because I 

am trying to stay in order, my good intentions. 

I wonder if I am in order, ~r. Speaker, if I 

just support this petition and say the other side of the House 

has not shown any interest in this petition since I came in. 

I heartily and sincerely support the petition, Mr;-Speaker. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Rear! Rear! 
' 
-.• • ... ~ -· •• ·•• • ....... ..~, • • ··- ~.· -. ~ ..•. • ·, ·• ~- ••·•• ~- •. • ·#··'. • .• ·.···- :. · ' •• .:. •••• , • . • • • :.. .. ' • •• · •. •• :. •· ...... ·, . • • :. ; .•• • -. 

-. -- ... ' ; :- -· .. .. --· .. . . .... - .• ·. · .. -·· ... -:·· . - ·• • :•, ' ~-, . : ,:~ .' ·. • •'•'• •' ' • ~L ' o _.;: o .:_.:, -• _.!"•' o 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Bellevue. 

MR. CALLAN: ~. Speaker, I too want to support the prayer 

of this petition. Aitd I might s~z_, Mr. Sp~aker, that a few 
. <'"'"'\ . 

days ago I was reading in Ransard-I asked a question last year of 

the --~ni~!~~ and it ended up on the Late Show, a five minute 

debate with the Minister of Rural Development. One of the 

questions that I put then wasjaS a stop gap measure would it 

be possible for the administration, the government, to 

carry out some programmes such as LIPr In his response 

the Minister of Rural Development called LIP a joke and referred 

to Dave Rooney as the - you know, who is he and all that so-.:·t 

of thing. But I was very -

MR. LUNDRIGAN: ~r. Speaker, on a point of.order. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: The hon. member, I know he is having - he is 

a new member like all of ' us and he wants to participate in matters 

like that but he has got to be fair in his comments about what 

hon. members say. I have never referred to LIP as a joke. I have 

1 .-,._A 
S.:l.'. U-1. 
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~1R. LmlDRIGAl.~: snggested,and I ~.ranted to say it this afternoon· 

in part of my remarks, that it is not a solution to the 

economic problems in this Province. 

MR. CALLAN: A sto~gap. Did you hear of the word stopgap? 

~. LUNDRIGAJ.'f: And I_ certa~nly never referred to the hon. 

member for Bonavista - Trinity Conce~tion in any derrogatory 

manner. 

MR. CAL~~: I will get Hansard for you. 

HR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, to that so-called point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hen. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: There is no point of order, Sir. That is surely 

at best an intervention in the form of debate. It is a difference 

of opinion between what was actu~lly said. My friend from 

Bellevue (Mr. Callan) has referred to a Hansard, a statement. 

· · -.---/ -- -. ~·-:· · ·· r:t ··t;h~<h6·~~--g\!ni1~~:··-£~~ri;'··a:;~·ria·::t~lr~{.Nr·~:,- ·t~n:ari:g~n)·-- .. ~ ···· - .. ·' .. :-: · ---~, - -,·:· · ··.,.·· --- '" ----· .. .-:.:·.;; · ... 

does not particularly agree with that then surely in due 

course in debate he may raise the matter but not as a 

point of order, Sir. 

MR. LlJNDRIGAN: There is no need to debate a petition. 

MR. ROBERTS: We are not debating a petition. 

~. SPEAKER: I am not aware that there was a breach of 

-
order. The hen. member is however requested to bear in mind the requirement 

to speak on the material allegation as our practice has identified 

that. 

The hon. m~mbcr for Bellevue. 

MR. CALLAN: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well actually what 

I was about to say before I was interrupted is that I was very 

happy. The Cabinet came together several months ago and 
-- ·~ •• •r - - · •·- -- · 

_for .two or. .. three. davs marathon Cabinet meeting;s were held 

a~d out _E.f -that, _as I _saw it, _came the idea to S'Dend 

S2 million in this Province through programmes similar to LIP. 

So I am glad that I raised the thing last year and that the 
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MR. CALLAN: government at least felt that well at least 

it is a stopgap measure. 

Mr. Speaker, Burgee -Bay d'Espoir is 

not the only area of this Province where the people are 

concerned about unemployment. Last Wednesday night I was 

in Arnold's Cove to a council meeting where they were talking 

about the area and the economy of that area. Saturday 

afternoon a~ ~ome By Chance there was a meeting of 

municipalities, including the Mayor of Clarenville, and 

other municipalities in that general area. People are 

very concerned and very- yeti know~they are wondering what 

is happening and where to go. 

I agree with fonner speakers, - that if 

it were not for these sto-pgap, make-work programmes such as LIP~ 

and even tho'ilgfi""7~h~ ~~ mflllbn. spe~t by this- administration, that 

there would be a bad scene indeed in this Province. 

Mr. Speaker, there is much that I could 

say about the refinery and you know why it has not restarted 

and what have you. But., Mr. Speaker, all I need to say 

is that I thoroughly support the prayer of that petition 

and I hope that the administration, that Rural Development 

will develop the rural areas of this Province. To me 

Rural Developmen~ means developing the rural areas. I have 

not seen it except through LIP programmes. 
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MR. CALLAN: 

I hope that the minister will came up with something that will develop 

the rural areas of this Province and in so doing provide the employ-

ment that people so badly need. I thoroughly support the prayer 

of the petition. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Port de Grave. 

MR. E. DAWE: Mr. Speaker, I want to rise and support in principle 

the petition as presented here this afternoon. To be quite frank, 

in my term of office, since the ten years I have been a member I 

never found the time so difficult to find employment for many of 

the constituents of my district. I happen to know practically, I 

would say all of the large construction people, mys~~f personally 

and I have had the opportunity from time to time to call them up 

·. ·.·.:behalf of" ;the ~onstiiu~~~s:·lo~king ··far· work--. ·And ·what. I· hav~· .·fo~nd . 

to their grief and to mine that not only have they been unable to 

take on any new employees but they are finding it difficult now to 

maintain what · you might call their regular staff, their full-time 
- - .. - ·-- -· - -·----

employees and that they are facing- this Summer· with many doubts. Many of 

them, unless something can be done, many-of them are not going to be 

able to keep on their regular and full-c~e employees. I am sure I 

do not have the answer to this problem. And we do trust that the 

Minister of Finance when he presents his budget will be able to 

provide some relief 

MR. NEARY: If he ever presents it. 

MR.. DAWE: - in the Summer and in the months ahead. I know we happened 

-
to be at Confederation, we entered into a period actually when there 

were so many needs in this Province and most of these needs in the 

manner of capital works have been completed. All we have to do is 

look out through this building here and just look around at what we can 

see in this particular mile or so in the radius of this building, what 

4D54 

.;· · . 
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MR. DAWE: 

employment was generated by the public work we see around this 

building. But as I say I do not know the answer, Mr. Speaker. 

Housing is one particular area where immediate employment. is 

generated and practically every sector of the economy benefits. 

There are roads to be built. And there is money that could be 

put into the fisheries. But with regard to rural development I 

would say, Mr. Speaker, that r happen to come from a family who , 
have been associated with more products, what we call rural develop-

ment, than any other member of this House. 

MR. ROBERTS : Right. 

MR. S U!MONS : Including the minister, including the minister. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. DAWE: - of this House. And all we have to do is look around 
... •. . ·,:· .. ·· ·. ·. :-·· . ...... · .. ~· ~-- :.-·:' . ., · . .. :: ·- · ~· :· .' ·.·-.- · .. ·. ~ · . : : , ..... .. .'·· .. ·. ·. · .. i ~- . ~-

tOday, anyone 'who ha~ been familiar With .. this, just mention the · 
.. . -~'. . . .... "'.-.. . . . . . :; . 

cooperage industry of this Province. Years ago many, many men found 

employment in the woods cutting logs, making boxes and barrels and 

what have you, all associated with the fishing industry. Today this 

is all going out by paper carton·. We. hap-pen . to be over there in the 

salt business. All that is being used now· as container~ are 

plastic bags from Montreal. Then you have, anyone who has been 

associated- look around the stores years ago there was a large 

industry in time, tin ware industry of this Province, 

buckets, galvanized buckets and this sort of thing. If you go into 

a store today all you see is plastic, plastic products are replaci~g 

a lot of the products that years ago were made in 

Newfoundland. 

MR. NEARY: Cluttering up the countryside. 

MR. DAWE: But, Mr. Speaker, I have no constructive solution to make. 

But I would like to share with all the members of this Rausa the concern 

of the members,and the constituents of my district that emp~oyment 

.- . .· ·· .­.•. 
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MR.. DAWE: 

is a very serious matter. And I do trust, as I say, the Minister 

of Finance and the goverDment who are the ~eaders of this Province 

today will be able to bring forth some measures in the next month 

or two so that,at least,some confidence can be re-established 

with these people. They are getting desperate. A lot of them 

now realize that their- unemployment benefits are just about run 

out or are running out and they have nothing to. look forward to 

this Summer • 

So I do trust, Sir, that this petition will be- received by 

this government in the spirit in which it is brought forward and we 

look forward to some constructive measures in the months ahead. 

Thank -you. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear ,· hear! 
~ , • .. ::.. , / . ... . .· · . ·. . . .. . . . . .. . - : .: . : :.· .-.· ... . . . . ~- .... .· .. ~. 

. .. ....... 
: -.. : 

. 
. ' - . ~ .. .. . · .. 
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0 0 0 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. E. ROBERTS: :-:--Before ·'·we go to Question Period maybe 

we should do the Late Show? 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we do that I should announce the three 

measures, the subject matters which will be debated at 5:30, and 

they are in the order in which I read them, (1) Noti~e given by 

the hon. member from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) arising from a question 

asked the hon. Minister of Finance,the subject matter-the provision 

of a detailed budget of Memorial University to the House of Assembly. 

(2) Notice given by the hon. member from Carbonear (Mr. R. Moores) 

arising from a question asked the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs~ 

dealing with the Carbonear water construction,compietion thereof. 

The third. item, no~ice _given by the.hon. member from- Baie Verte-White . .· . · .. -- -- --- ·;: . . . . . . . . 
• 0 • ';'•.:- 0 0 .. 0 ~ 0 0 o o ,"o : ·' 0 0 o o ·\ M ':. ' . 0 o •! '. : •,o) 0 ~. ' 00 • • • • ;-' 0 

Bay artsing .from a question ask~d the hon. Minister of Health,the 
· . .. 

subject matter-appointment of issuers of marriage licences in the 

Province. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: · --The hon. Leader of ·the Opposition:-· 
- ·· - ---- -- . 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I had hoped to ask the question about 

the seal hunt, but in the absence of the Premier, the Deputy Premier, 

the Minister of Fisheries, I will have to forebear, so let me ask 

one of the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Sir. Would he be good 

enough please to tell the House why he approved the rent increases 

at Stephenville,which were~. subject to comment on a petition, at 

Labrador City and at Marystown? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. J. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I am delighted the hon. Leader of the 

Opposition asked me that question. Number one, to make the point 

relatively clear, the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation 

has the authority to increase rents to recover operating co~ts. In 

1975 they requested of the government,or they were about to increase 

rents, A"t;' that point· in time the government disallowed the rent 
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HR. DINN: 

increase, or requested that they not increase the rents. 

Subsequently in 1976 they made another application. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: An elect~on year. 

MR. DINN: Subsequently in 1976 they made another request. At that 

point in time the government turned them down, and made a request of 

them to provide -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh~ 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. DINN: - the operating costs,as they had an obligation to 

charge rents to recover operating costs. Subsequently they did that 

and government then gave them the authority,or gave them the approval 

to increase the rents which under the Newfoundland and Lab-rador 

Housing Act they do not really require, but they came to government . 

· . . · 

MR.. ROBERTS ~ Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. 

MR.. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the original questioner. 

MR.. ROBERTS : The minister did not answer my question. But I 

wonder if he would answer this one, Sir. Was the minister informed 

in advance of the rent increases in Stephenville, Marystown and Labrador 

City, and when I say 'in advance' -Labrador City , maybe Labrador 

West, I am not just sure where the units - there are units in Labrador 

City.! was just looking the other day -when I say 'in advance' I 

mean in advance of the announcement or the communication of the tenants 

of the decision to increase the rents? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. ROBERTS: A supplementary to that, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. ROBERTS: What action did the minister take then with respect to 

the advanced information which he was given? 

·: . ... . ,; .. .. . . 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, as I had previously said I requested 

the Newfoundland and Labrador HousL~g Corporation to provide me 

with the detailed statistics with regards to the past and 1976 

as to their ' operating revenues and operating costs. 

MR. ROBERTS: A supplemen~ary, Sir. 

MR.. SP!:AKER: A supplementary. 

MR.. ROBERTS : When was the minister informed, and I will ask, 

if I might,a second supplementary at the same time, Sir. Will the 

minister agree to allow these figures to be examined by a select 

committee of the .House? 

MR.. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: No, Mr. Speaker. 

MR.. fl. IGHT : Why not? 

MR. NOLAN:. . A supplementary , Mr. Speaker. 
. . .. . : .... : . .. . . .. ": ·. 
0 0 

MR. SPEAKER: I recognize the hon. member from LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Waul& the hon. minister tell the House if it is 

correct that the hon. minister told the tenants in the Harmon 

Corporation in Stephenville either to accept the 35 per cent to 

40 per cent increase or get out? Is that a correct statement? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, as I previously said, I said many 

things at that meeting. One of the things I said at the oeeting 

was that if there were people out there suffering financial hardship 

if they would make a request to me or to the NewfoumUand and 

Labrador Housing Corporation I would endeavour to get some assistance 

for them by way of rent subsidy. 
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MR. DINN: I did actually say at the meeting that they had other 

options and one of the other options was if they were unhappy in 

the accomodations~which some of them said they were,then they 

had the option to leave. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary to the origi~al question~ __ The 

hon. member for LaPoiie. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question. Would the minister tell 

the House if he has an~ figures to show just how many people who 

live in the apartments are employees of the lin~rboard mill in 

Stephenville,and how many people are undergoin2 hardship 

because of this thirty-five to forty per cent or will undergo 

hardship because of this thirty-five to forty per cent increase 

in rent? Does the minister have any figures in front of nim? 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. . . . . . . .. 

MR.. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I do not have the exact figures as to 

how many peopla are out there working in the Labrador Linerboard 

mill. I think it is of the order,an~ I am subject to looking 

into the detail., of 200!. of the 487 I believe. 

MR. NOLAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR.. SPEAKER: I will recognize the hon. member for Conc~ption 

Bay South for one final supplementary and then I will recognize 

all members with other subjects. 

MR. NOLAN: All right. It is just one final supplementary. 

What~if anything, does the minister plan to do now regarding 

this situation,and if they have to apply for a subsidy will it 

apply only to those who are working at the line~board mill? 

All will ·be -~I would think the same opening was granted to all 

tenants of the corporation, is that correct? 

JM - 1 

MR. • SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, that is correct. The exact thing that 

I said to them out there was that anyone in the Harmon Complex, 

in the rental accomodations,who are having financial difficulty 

and who would make an application to me,I w~uld endeavour to look 
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~. DINN: for assistance from the Federal-Provincial Rent 

Subsidy Scale Programme to get them under that and if not we 

would attempt to do something ourselves. 

AL'i HON. MEMBER: · A supplementary question, !1r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: ! had indicated that I would not hear any other 

supplementaries now,but that does not mean that later on there 

may not be an opportunity because I presume other members have 

other subjects •. 

The hon. member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a question for the ~Unister of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing. Would the minister indicate what 

the department's -

MR.. ROBERTS : It is 'Jerry's' day in the barrel. 

MR. SIMMONS: He has a lot of days. in the_ ~~r~el. .Mr. Spe~ker, 
·-.. ..-

would the minister indica~e what his department's policy is now, 

the government's policy,with respect to the incorporation of 

small communities. There has been a freeze on it for some time. 

Communities like Grey River, St. Joseph's, St. Veronica's are 

desperately wanting a mechanism and is the minister going to 

allow that mechanism to be set up now? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hen. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we are looking at all requests for 

incorporation at· this point . ui.· time. We have,indeed 

certified one community to this point ln- ·time. 

MR. SIMMONS: Buchans you mean? 

MR. DL'iN: No, no, not Buchans. 

MR.. SDruONS: Can the min.ister indicate the commun.ity? 

! have 

MR. DINN: No, the Community Council of, I believe, Mr. Speaker, 

and I am subject to correction again, Brig Bay. I am look.ing at 

others and if they meet the criteria as set up with respect to 

the Community Councils Act then we will have a serious look at 

that and-hopefully get on with the incorporation. 

MR.. S n1MONS : A supplementary. 
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MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary - the original questioner. 

MR.. SIMMONS : Mr. Speaker, the Royal Commission, the Whelan 

Commission,was it? Yes. The Whelan Commission recommended 

against the incorporation of small communities. Is the minister 

saying in effect that the department is not accepting that 

recommendation ' - and I do not advocate it does, eitner - ana tnat 

it is allowing the incorporation of small communities , all 

things being equal? But what I really want to get at~I guess~ 

my question, Mr. Speaker, and I will _put it before the minister 

answers,i£ I may. Are there any very strigent terms of reference 

other than the normal requirements for the incorporation of 

small communities?: And to say it yet one other way, could a 

community like Grey River,for example,.if they meet the basic 

requirements U?der ~~e a~t could they exP.ece_ to get_ permission 

to incorporate? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DL~: Well, Mr. Speaker, I am not particularily aware of 

the Grey River application. 

MR.. SIMMONS : No, there is no application. 

MR. DINN: So they do not have an application in. It is a 

hypothetical question~and so until they meet the requirements 

of the Community Councils Act to get set up 

;. ·. . . ·~ .-. 
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MR. DINN: then,you know,! could not comment on it. 

MR. SIHMONS: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

~. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the original questioner. 

~. SI:m10NS: I am not interested in playing games with t!'lis. 

My Grey River example was an example. It was not a hypothetical 

question at all. I put it as an example. What I am really 

asking,and I would like a clear answer if we - could have it, 

is whether there is in any way a partial freeze or any kind 

of a freeze on incorporation of small communities now~or 

if we are back to square one,if you like, where we were 

about three years ago, where communities can apply and given 

that they meet their various requirements they are going to 

get ap~roval. The application is not going to be-frowned 

on or discouraged by virtue of the fact that it is a small 
. .. · .. ... .. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Rousing. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, if small communities make applications 

and meet all of the requirements of the Commuity Councils Act 

with respect to getting the numbers of people out to meetings, 

meeting the fifty plus one requirement, voting in favour of, etc., 

then they will make their voice known to me through the aopropriate 

channels and then,under section five I believe, the minister may 

issue a certificate of incorporation. 

MR. SPEAKER: A su~plementary, the original questioner. 

MR.. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, the minister was doing great until 

he got to the last sentence where he saidlthe minister may~ 

I wonder would the minister indicate to the House, without qualification 

if he could, whether the freeze has been lifted that was clamped~-- ­

on incorporation of small communities some years ago, for the 

freeze has indeed been lifted. I have communities in my district 

which very much want to make application. They do not wan~ to go 

through a futile exercise. They want to get incorporated and can I 
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MR. SIMMONS: indicate to them that it is now the department's 

policy that there is no freeze on the incorporation of small 

communities? 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of ~unicipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: ~x. Speaker, there is no freeze with respect to 

incorporation of community councils other than the freeze that 

the minister may sign a certificate which also indicates tnat . ...,..- - -- - - - ,. 

he may not ·· if,for example.,they do not meet his requirements. 

MR. SIMMONS: A supplementar. A supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: I presume everybody is standing on supplernentaries. 

I will hear one additional one from the original questioner, 

then some additional ones~ !_he hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary), 

the hon. member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan). 

I will hear the hon. member for Burgee 
. ' ' 

' . ·. 
Eay_ d'Espoir. 

MR. SIMMONS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could the minister indicate 

what requirements under his freeze, the minister's freeze which 

he just made reference to, what requirements might preclude 

a community from being incorporated. I believe:~~. Speake~, 

_a~ a preamble~ This is an important question because communities 

do not want to go through ·a-: futile exercise,and could the 

minister indicate what conditions unde the terms of his, 

the minister's ·freeze, what conditions communit:j.es · might 

have to satisfy to get incorporated other than those laid • 

down in legislation? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Rousing. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, that is almost an impossible question 

to answer but just to give an example; for example,the area 

known as Airport Heights,for~example,I would ~not approve as a community 

council because under the Henley Commission Report- we are going 

through that -it has made recommendations. It does not recommend 

that Airport Heisthts be a community council. We also have the 

Whelan Royal Commission Report that we are going through right 

now,where there are circumstances that indica4e to me that they 
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-
MR. DINN: do not conform to the ~enl~y or Whelan, which we 

have not accepted or rejected yet, then that as an example 

wo~ld be a place where we would not incorporate as 

a community council. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is the han. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

rising on a supplementary? One supplementary from the 

han. member for LaPoile, one from the han. member for 

Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) and then other hon. members , 
on other subjects. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the minister knows that Burnt Islands, 

in the electoral district of LaPoile.have met all ther 

requirements of the law. They have had their meetings. They 

presented a petition to the minister. They have fifty ~lus one, 

I think they ~robably have sixty-five per cent of the eligible 

vote~s ··:~oting in favou~ of the to~ · co~cii; . could 'the ·~i~~t~·r -
. 

tell the House what is holding up their certificate of 

incorporation? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would indicate to the hon. 

member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) today, hopefully it will be one of 

our success stories with regards to incorporation as a town 

council. 

MR. NEARY: lfuen?. 

MR. DINN: As .soon as is humanly possible under the 

conditions we are working now. 

MR. NEARY: Tomorrow? 

MR. DINN: Not tomorrow. As the hon. member well knows, 

Mr. Speaker, it has to be a"Pproved by an Order-in-Council and I 

just have not had the opportunity to get around to getting the -

SOME' HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 
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MR. DINN: 

etc. and I have not -

MR. NEARY: It is on the list. 

MR. DINN: It is on the list. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have indicated I will recognize the hon. member 

for Eagle River on a supplementary and then other hon. members 

on other subjects. 

MR. STRAaiAN: The minister indicated that he had incorporated the 

community of Brigg Bay and that other communities would be incorporated. 

!he community of Rigolet and Charlottetown on the Labrador Coast have 

had their incorporation papers in for two years and everything has 

been met. But in Rigolet they have ninety-three per cent of the 

people, ninety-three per cent of the people wish a -eommunity council 

and ~t has been rejected totally for the last two years. If he is 
,·. .. . . . . . . . . 

prepared to incorporate one community, can he now say that he is 

prepared to incorporate these ewo communities now who so desire it: 

MR. SPEAKER: !he hon. minister. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I am not fully conversane with the actual 

number of people that voted for incorporation up in Rigolet with 

respect to community ~ouncil. But there are several communities 

that are on the drawing board now, shall we say, and we are hoping 

to get some of these communities incorporated. But I cannot make a 

definite statement about Rigolet or any other specific one right uow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Ihe hon. member for Conception Bay South followed by 

the hon. member for Port au Port. 

MR. J. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing. And I do not expect an accurate answer necessarily 

on this now because I did not give the minister notice of it and I 

should, in my opinion. But the question is really one of information 

and that is, with the number of notices and papers in St. John's and 
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MR. NOLAN: 

other places about default on mortgages and houses up for sale, I 

am wondering if the minister could endeavour to find out for us, is 

the mortgage default ratio higher in Newfoundland then, say, any 

other province in Canada or in the Atlantic area? And how serious 

is the situation right now that the minister may be aware of whereby 

he could enlighten the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. minister. 

MR. Du~: Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not have that information, 

obviously,available to me right now. But I will endeavour to get 

it for the bon. member. 

MR. NOLAN: Thank you. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker-.-

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 
~ .. • I • 

,: ~ .... · ~ · · - .: 

MR. NEARY: Would the hon. minister then tell the House if Metro 

Engineering that is putting in water and sewerage in Pouch Cove and 

Torbay, if the bond holders have been called in to rescue the operation 

that there.:has been a number of eomplaints 

MR. PECKFORD:__ _ A point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order has come up. 

_MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, as I unc;ierstand it, the hon. member 

for LaPoile(Mr. Neary) is getting up on a supplementary whieh had 

to do with the rate of default on mortgages in the Province. And his 

supplementary as I understand it to date has to do with a water and 

sewer project in Pouch Cove by a certain contractor. And I fail to 

see the relevanee between default on mortgage payments and a job in 

Pouch Cove on water and sewer .J hence I would suggest that the 

supplementary is aut of order • 

MR. SPEAKER: To the extent that I heard the question I am not 

aware of the relationship. I have not heard the whole question and 

it may well be that the next part would have shown a relationship. 
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MR.. SPEAKER: 

That I do not know. But I would suggest the hon. member continue 

with his question and then we will proceed. 

MR. NEARY: Well I am asking the minister, Sir, if there are any 

complaints or investigations going on in connection with the 

instalation of water and sewerage in Pouch Cove and Torbay by 

Metro Engineering? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, that is a very difficult question to 

answer - are there any complaints? When a water and sewer system 

is being installed there are complaints from all over when -

MR. NEARY: Is it being investigated by the officials of your 

department1 

MR.. DINN: If that is the specific question, Mr. Speaker,. then 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. member for Port au Port. 

MR.. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of 

Municipal Affairs and Rousing. In the financial statement which he 

gave the Harmon tenants, he mentioned $116,992 for administration costs. 

Are these administration costs for the Harmon complex or are they 

administration costs for the whole West Coast? 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I will have to look that up. $'116 thousand -

MR. HODDER: $992. 

MR. DINN: For a year? 

MR. HODDE'R: : That was in the statement. 

MR. DINN: I would assume that it is for the people working out 

at Harmon. in Stephenville. 

MR. HODDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR.. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. HODDER: If it is for the people working out of Har.mon, Mr. Speaker, 

4C68 
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MR. HODDER: . 

how are their salaries divided since they also administer Harmon 

and administer, say, the district of Port au Port right up,and 

St. Georges,and all the other districts? How was the salary 

split to make this administration cost $116,992? 

MR. ROBERTS: Why should the Harmon tenants pay it all? 

MR. HODDER: !hat is another one. 

MR.. SPEA.KER: The bon. minister. 

MR. DINN: As I said, 

. ' . ·' • . .. · .. •.. ... . • . . • • .. t· . •. .• "' "'·• • ' • .-. • • • , '• .,: .· ....... , '".. , ,. •" • ·,; ' , : .:, t I • . • ' ,, .. · . 
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MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I assume that it ~as for the 

people, for the group of people working out there. If the 

hon. member would like for me to look into it for him. 

HR. HODDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. · 

MR.. . SPEAKER: A supplementary, the origional questioner. 

MR. HODDER: Would the minister explain why the financial 

statement which was given to the Harmo.n Tenants' Association 

showed a deficit in operating costs on that particular 

, financial sheet,which was the reason for raising the rents~ 

but yet the minister cannot tell me whether the administration 

costs which are $116,992 are for the whole of the West Coast 

~r for P..a:rmon. 

SONE RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

}tR. HODDER: wnat sort of a financial statement? Could 

~- . ·,· ... >:-. _, .. _ .t.~e; ,m.ftti.~_t;: .~r. ~~~~;.~~ . ~e. , ~.t1 ,. _ ~~~~- ~ :P.~~~~~ ? ... .. . . ·: · ........ . . . . ·--~~· ; . · - · ~ : . .- .-, .· .. 

~- SPEAKER : The hon minister. 

MR. -DINN!- I already said, Mr. Speaker, that I would look 

into it for the hon. member and get more detail for him if 

he wishes and provide it to him. 

MR. SPEAKER: I recognize the Leader of the Opposition for 

a supplementary. 

MR. ROBERTS: My supplementary grows out of the minister's 

answer. Could he tell us what other units throughout the 

Province are going to have these rent increases applied 

to them? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, as I said to the hon. Leader of 

the Opposition earlier today Newfoundland and Labrador Housing 

Corporation has the authority to increase rents to recover 

operating costs and if they wish to do so -

UR. ROBERTS: It does not answer the question. 



March 31,1977 Tape 1459 AH-2 

MR. D~: they do not have to inform me. 

MR. ROBERTS: Answer the question. 

MR. Dll1N: And if they are courteous enough to do so 

then I will inform the hon. member. 

MR. ROBERTS: A further supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, can the minister - you know 

he :ts dodging his responsibility- but can he tell us whether 

he has been informed by the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing 

Corporation of their intention- forget whether they are 

seeking permission or not - of their intention to apply 

rent increases to any areas aside or in addition to Marystown, 

Labrador City, in the district of Menihek and the Harmon 

Corporation~ 

•• .. . ·· .-· : ,: •· · •• :·---MR;." ~DIN!h· _ .No1:·.' t«> 'UJY!'-' knowled-ge-~ . Mr~ -::Sp~aket:: .:. :. · . ::-. , :-·.· .. ~--.. . ·• · .. .. ·'· ·: -· ·:- -: ... ,_.·: :·--·~ f· ,-t -·' .: 

MR. ROBERTS: Not to his knowledge, you know what you have 

been told. 

MR. SPEAKER: Ron. member-for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, this question for the Minister 

Housing. In his answering one of the origional questions 

he indicated. that if tn,.re was financial suffering, if he was aware 

of financial hardship being suffered by the tenants of 

Newfoundland Labrador Housing in Stephenville that he would 

recommend consideration. Now does that apply to tenants 

of Newfoundland ~t! Labrador Housing anywhere in Newfoundland 

that are suffering financial hardships? 

MR. RIDEOUT: A good auestion. 

MR.DINN: Mr. Speaker, in a lot of areas in Newfoundland 

where Newfoundland and Labrador Housing have subsidized rental 

accomodations they' are under that programme now. But what 

I did say to the people out in the Harmon Corporation was 
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MR. DINN: that I would attempt to get those people who are 

having financial hardship under that programme. 

~·1R. SPEAKER : Hon. member for Stephenville. 

MR. McNEIL: Could the hon. minister indicate the financial 

salary that you would be setting assistance on? Like what 

salary would the person get financial assistance from your 

department? Would it be $5,000, $10,000? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. DINN: It is a rent subsidy scale that the federal-provincial 

government has and it would be under that scale. And it goes 

up t~ somethin~ like, I believe, $8~500 _ or S9,000. 

MR. ROBERTS: The whole rental scale. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Bellevue followed by 

the hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. CALLAN: · This is also for the Minister of Municipal 
·- -..- '-:-"' ·:.: - ;•' - ..... •. · ..!:-~ · · · . ... ~ .. - ·· ~ •·.· . ·.· . .... • ;--:···· :.-· .:: :: , : .. .~r.: ... -~· ... ~ .... ..:..:..' .. ·:: :~ ·.-: .... : ~ .. .. . ··-· · .~ .... :· .. . ·. .. · .. . .. ... . ··. · . . ~ . ' .~ ... . : .. 

Affairs. Could the minister inform the House how many 

incinerators were manufactured iu this Province last 

year? These are the burning garbage incinerators. 

MR·.- I.UNDRIGAN: On a point of ·order. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR . LUNDRIGAN: I have listened very quitely to the 

questions today and I have for the last number of weeks and 

I thin.1c. that the hon. memb'er~now, like several of the 

hon members, is straying to the very spec::ific, tec:huic:al kinds 

of questions which are.. certainly not within the Standing Orders 

of our House to be relevant. !hey should be put on the Order Paper. 

MR. ROBERTS: Is that a point of order,Mr. Speaker? 

MR . SPEAKER : Ron. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: It-is entirely a function of the -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please, order! 

MR. ROBERTS: It is entirely a function of the Chair as 

I understand, Sir, to rule whether a particular question is 
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}ffi. ROBERTS: 

in order under the Standing Orders. And more importantly, because 

Standing Orders, of course, are but broad statements of 

principle,whether the parttcular auestion falls under the 

rubric of ' the various precedents that have been developed. 

An bon. member may, as the bon. gentleman from Grand Falls 

bas,raise a point of order as to whether a specific 

question is in order. But , Sir, I would submit that somewhat 

irregular because the Standing Orders say quite specifically 

that the minister is not required to answer a question. So 

if a minister feels,as perhaps the hon. gentleman from 

Pleasan~ville does,that he does not have the information to 

answer a question then he should surely just stand and 

say "Mr. Speaker, I do not have- that answer, but I will get 

-
answer is But this 
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~·-!R . ROBEF.TS: Is one of the few cases, Sir, to my understanding of 

the situation)where the interposition of the . Chair does not await a 

point of or~er. Some others are a flagrant breach of privilege or 

a flagrant breach of the rules of debate ,--~ut -generally the Chair's 

initiative al-7aits the entrance into the debate of an hon, gentleman 

to raise a point of order. On the question of Questions, if the 

Speaker allows a ouestion to be put then surely it is proper for 

it to be put and the minister may or Il'ay not answer_, a right 

specifically· reserved to him under the Standing Orders of this 

Rouse. 

~~ .SPEAKER : Ron. minister. 

- ~ . . LUNDPIGA.~: On that point of order. Perhaps we ha~1e t.,..o10 points of 

order, or one if ruled on might eliminate the secon~one. ~Y point of 

Order was the fact. that according- to my tnderstanding of th.e rules 
• • • • • • : • • ' · • • • • • •• • ·.; . ; ·1 •• • •• • • .. • ' • • • ' • • • •• • • • 

.. ... . .. - .. - - ~~-- · ·:·• : · . ; · ~ ...... ..... ; .. · .- :-··- - ::· ~ - -··1 · · · . ..... · :"· .. ·,_ . .;·:, ~:,:.~.::.,._~· - . -= -·· . . '.:~ ; :- . ·~ :·: · . . -~;- . . · ·:t" · ·· · ·:.,· ·· ~--~ 

the hon. gentlet!lan is asking a question which is a very __ specific statistical 

kind of question which is the reason for the Order Paper. That was 

the reason for my point of Order. The Leader of the Opposition is 

suggesting that a member does not have the ri~ht to make a point 

of order that ·it._shoUld- be conditional upon the interjection of 

Your Honour. I am of the opinion fro~ watching Your Honour's 

excellent perfo~~nce over a period of mont~s and so on,Your F.onour, 

that Your Eonour expects hon. members to raise a point of order 

should there be·-a consideration along these lines. 

~~ .• SPEAKER: The point of order I think has been well canvassed 

and very helpful views presented for tne Chair's consideration. 

The basic point of order was whether the question was,in fact,in 

order because of this nature.As I recall the question it was the 

number of incinerators dispensed by the department. That became 

related to another point and a secondary point t~at there was 

some difference of opinion whether the hon. member - I do not 

think the question was whether he had a right to but to whether 

it was usual. Certainly any hon. member does have a right to 

draw ~at he considers to be a breach of order to the ChaiT's attention. 

4074 
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I 
/ ¥R. SPEAKER : The specific Stan<iing Order 3l(a) says: :•-The Speaker 

shall d1sallow any auestion which he does not consider urgent or of 
~ I 

public importance, Obviously if the qualification public importance 

were not there the matter ~'Ould be quite different.. In other words, 

questioners, hon. members asking questions,are not restricted to 
.... 0 ,.. )·;.,..-:-- -- ~ 

questions of urgency b'lt :-.of public importance. That., of course, is a 

quite broad term. It ~ay well be that if rules are ever redrafted
1 

I 

.;Lt.- may 'Be and-may-n-o-~- Ron. Tl"embers might r,.rant to give so~e 
. f ,L_ · - ~:~"- ~,../..lit,. 
I L.• · 

consideration to -tha.c.- But it would be very difficult for me to 

state that it is not~·that is no~ a question of public importance. 

So, I do not rule it out of order.' I do not think I am in a 

/ position to say tba~ it is not a matter of public impor~ance. 
L 

SOME RON": MEMBERS : Rear , hear~ 

~ .• SPEAKER: I believe the hon. minister,if he v~s going to answer, 

than I should recognize him before the next questioner. 

If the auestion is how many incinerators ¥7ere manufactured, 

as I understand the question, I have no idea Mr. Speaker. 

VF .. SPEAKER: A Supplementary. 

MR.CALLAN: Could the minister indicate how many incinerators were imported 

in this _!rev~ce from outside, last year~ 

~.niNN: ~r. Speaker, I have no idea how many incinerators were impDrted 

in the Province last year. 

Ron. member for LaPoile. This will be the last question. 

}(P . • NEAP.Y: ~r. Speaker, would the minister tell the Rouse the nature of 

the complaints in connection with the installation of water and sewerage 

in Pouch Cove and Torbay, where the complaints originated, the nature 

of the complaints and so on? 

~!!t.DINN: 1-'r. Speaker, all I-·indicated is the hon. member for LaPoile 

was~ whenever there is a water and sewer system put into an area there 

are complaints. 

}'R.NEAP.Y: From •Hhere? 

~.niNN: I am not aware of any complaints in Pouch Cove. · 

~.SPE~~~: Order please! It being 5.30 pm motion to adjourn is deemed to be 

4C75 
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before the Chair . !he first matter for debate is the 

subject matter of ~emorial r:niversity ' s provision to th~ House of 

Assembly of a detailed budget; . . __ The_ hon. member for LaPoile . 

~r. Speaker, after several years of carrying on diplo~atic 

relations with ~femorial t'niversity 

t . • • · . . ;·· 

. / 

·---
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MR. NEARY: to try and persuade, Sir, those in charge of the 

university to give this House an accounting of their spendings. 

I think the time has come, Sir, for a showdown. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR.. NEARY: We have been very fair with the university people, 

Sir. We have been very reasonable and we have been very fl=xible 

so far in this matter,but we have met with complete failure in 

getting the _co-ope~ation of the university on their spending 

instead of giving them a blank cheque every year. Mr. Speaker, 

the fact that this House 1which provides legislative authority 

for the university budget,have not been able to get an accounting 

from the university on how they spend their money just goes 

to show, Sir, how weak and ineffective the House of Assembly 

really. ;i.s,an~ tne -lack of courage Qn the part. of the members 

must be a great disappointment to the ordinary people of this 

province. · Those of us, Sir, who occupy seats in this hon. House 

are supposed to represent the highest authority in this land 

but, Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that the majority of us want 

a detailed accounting of MUN's budget,these educational bureaucrats, 

Sir, have refused to budge and we keep on year after year assigning 

millions of dollars to the university on a blank cheque basis. 

Mr. Speaker, it is high time that we found out 

what is being done with the funds we provide to Memorial University 

around this time every year. It is high time for us, Sir, in this 

House to show the people of this province that we are not a 

helpless: group of individuals caving in every year before the 

demands of the university for a blank cheque. Before we give 

them any more money, Sir, they must give us a detailed budget, 

the same as every other government institution and government 

agency and Crown corporation does before their budget is approved 

each year. Mr. Speaker, the argument of invasion of academic 
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MR.. NEARY: freedom is a phony argument, it is a red herring and 

it no-longer has any credibility. We have gone through great 

pains in this Rouse, Sir, to protect academic freedom of the 

university,and we are all getting fed up with having this 

issue trotted out every tim~ we ask for details of procedures, 

for instance,of purchasing and awarding of contracts for goods 

and services at the university, salaries paid to administrative 

staff, travelling expenses and dozens of other items, Mr. Speaker, 

that have absolutely nothing to do with what is taught at the 

university. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said in the beginning we have 

been very kind and gentle to the university on this aatter. We 

have been most co-operative and agreeable even though the 

. pr.~sident. o~ . ~~e . univer~ity, public.. showed his contempt for this 

legisiature by going out and telling the public that they would 

give the details of the budget to the press but they would not 

give it to the members of the House of Assembly. If they 

continue to refuse to co-operate with this House, Mr. Speaker, 

then I would suggest that we ask the Auditor General to assign 

one of his senior staff to the university to supervise the 

spending of money that is giv~~ to them by this hon. House. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this may seem like a drastic measure but in 

my opinion, Sir, it is the only way to bring the university 

bureaucrats to their knees and to their senses,and to the 

realization that all we are doing in this hon. House is our 

duty to the taxpayers of this province by asking them to give 

us the information so that we may be able to pass it on to the 

people of this province, to give us some detail, Sir, of how 

they spend the taxpayers money over at Memorial University. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER(DR. COLLINS): The hon. Minister of Finance. 

.. . · ..... 
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MR. fOODY: Mr. Speaker, I am in a rather difficult position on 

this particular item because I find myself debating the measure 

with the hon. member from LaPoile while I sometimes feel that 

I should be seeonding his motion. I a.uite honestly share his 

SOME HOM. ~ERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. DOODY: I quite honestly - it does feel that - I share his 

frustration and as a matter of fact I have been a lot closer to 

it during the past few years than he has. 

4(79 
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Mr. Doody: 

There is no question at all about the fact that the administration 

of the University are reluctant to the point of complete refusal 

in providing us with the breakdown of items as the hon. member 

has indicated. We have had~uring the past several years a 

budget from the University which has been available to the House 

in which the administration refers to as a budget, but which in 

effect is really the estimates of expenditure for the various 

faculties or divisions or departments of the University, it is not 

the sort of beeakdown that the hon. member from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

is asking for. He, I think, is referring to a specific breakdown, 

the amount of money that is spend in salaries, the size of the 

salaries, the numbers of hours that are worked, the -numbers of 

people that are· on staff, the numbers of people who are in the 

various faculties or disciplines,and this information has not been 

forthcoming and the academic freedom question is the one that is 

always used as the reason for not bringing it forward. We are told 

constantly that once we start dictating to the University, how many 

people that they are to have in the Faculty of Education or the Faculty 

of Business School vr what have you then we are,in effect, telling them 

what emphasis they should put in what areas and so on, and tijat is 

where the breakdown occurs. 

!he Board of Regents of the University which are partly 

elected and which are partly appointed by government are supposed to 
. 

and I would hope do get into the sort of detail in examining the 

financial affairs of the University that the hon~ member alludes to. 

I sometimes have some reservations about that as well, I am not all 

that satisfied that they have access to all of the information that 

I would like to have. But the fact remains that it part of their 

job. 

The allegations of the purchasing and awarding_of goods 

and services, I have recently had occasion to write the University 

on that particular subject, and I got a very comprehensive reply 
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Mr. Doody: 

from the President who pointed out to me that goods and services 

are awarded by tender at the University whenever it is possible, 

and he cited several examples when it had not been done, but in 

these particular cases the President showed reasons why a particular 

company was the only company that could perform the particular 

service that was required. And that the explanatiou was -

AN HON • MEMBER: Oh, oh! 

MR.. DOODY: I will certainly have it here in the House 

when we get into the major estimates on the University, and I can 

refer to it. I am not sure whether I will table it or. not, but I 

will refer to it. 

Another question that I raised with -the President 

recently has been the all~gation that the first ~lassed compartments 

of the airlines are usually fill of university professors and the 

government people and others are all sitting down in the economy 

section .. The President of the Cniversity alleges and I believe 

him that none of these people who travel first class do so at the 

expensive of the University, if they are in first class they are 

going there because they are being on some committee or working 

for some foundation, their fare has been paid by an outside agency, 

and it is not a charge on the University. That is a small detail 

but it is one which I think should be brought forward because it is 

a point that has been raised many times. 

As to our success in getting a more comprehensive· 

breakdown of the budget this year,.~e are certainly working on that, 

we are requesting it, and we are trying to get it. I certainly hope 

that we do get it, and I am sure the Minister of Education would 

be a much happier man if he it available during his estimate debate. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The hon. member from Carbonear (Mr. R. 

Moores) wishes to debate with the Minister of Municipal Affairs the 

matter relating to Carbonear water construction. 

The hon. member from Carbonear . 

. 1 . . ,-1 
~l.G 
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MR. R. MOORES: Thank you, Mr. Speaker • 

I have been informed by the Speaker that there are 

certain limi-ts · to my debate today because of the sub judice rule 

and I would want the minister to bear that in mind as well that 

it confines the area on which I would like to debate cannot. 

My question to the hon. minister on Tuesday of this 

week was one that I did not ask for tb.e good of my health, and I would 

hope that he realizes that, I asked it because of the importance 

of the matter in r~lation to the effect that it will have upon 

- the workers·, some thirty-five of them, and their families, and 

the desperate need for water in Carbonear. The question related 

to the need for the restart of c~nst~ction on the water 

main in that community. 

. · . ~ .. • . 
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XR. R. MOORES: Notwithstanding the reasons why the construction 

has stopp~d, the minister,! thought,was quite evasive in 

answering my question as to when it would restart. 

· The town of Carbonear, because of the great 

demands on its water supply by the fish plant, the meal 

plant,and the new hospital, requested funding from the · 

administration to put in a new water main, increasing the 

size .cf the water main from its old eight or nine inches , 
to the present eighteen,which of course in turn increases 

the volume of water that can be displaced to the town. 

-
Last Year. due .. to no fauJ,.t o; the town's, and to no fault 

of the workers involved. that project had to be stopped. 

Now what I would like from the-minister 

today is that he be specific and say that the water main, 
. 

the restart of the construction,is going to be this month, 
. . 

next month, or not at all, p~imarily because of the need 

involved and secondarily because many workers, who had worked 

on the project last year want re-emnloyment. So I would 

hope, Mr. Speaker, that you would be kind enough in view of these 

limited remarks, I would like to be more extensive but cannot 

be, would you please tell me if you are going to recall tenders? 

If you can recall tenders? If you can and if you are,when, 

and when the people of Carbonear and me and the House, can 

expect a restart of this programme? 

MR. SPEAKER (DR:-· COLLINS).: · The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker~ with respect to the point that 

the hon. member for Carbonear made when he thought that I was 

being a .bit evasive to his question earlier this week, I would 

assure him that if I could have been more explicit I certainly would 

have,but as he has been made aware by the Speaker, this is 

a case that is sub judice:·right now. 

There is approximately fifty-two per cent 

of the system in Carbonear completed. We have,the Department 

feels, enough money to complete the project,and we hope to get 

4t83 
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MR. DINN: that project completed. He are working towards 

that end, Mr. Speaker, an_d -~earing in mind also the employment 

situation that we would like to see something done there. 

We would c.ertainly like to see the system completed and we 

are working towards that. 

The _remaince~ of the money for the project, 

Mr. Speaker, is tied up at this poin:t in time. 

AN HClN. MEMBER: !here is no quorum in the House, Mr. Soeaker. 

~. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): A quorum call has been- requested • 

. . .. . ' • ' I • o a'" o 
.. . . . . .. . . 
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MR. SPEAKER(DR. COLLINS): I am iE~ormed a quo~ is present. 

The hon. }tlnister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Just to conclude,we feel that the 

department has enough money dollar-wise to complete the project 

in Carbonear. We are working towards getting that project 

restarted again and we would' like to think that it would be 

completed this year,but as I said before we at this point and 

time are not in control of the funds. As I said,writs have 

been issued and we are attempting to clear up the situation 

and hopefully,as I said,the departmenn and government and I 

am sure everybody is hoping that the Carbonear water project 

will be completed in 1977. 

MR. SPEAKER(DR •. COLLINS): The hon. member for Baie Verte-

White Bay w:tshes .to de~ate .. with t~.e. Minister of Health the 
. . ' 

appointment of the issuance of marriage licenses in the province. 

The han. member for Baie Verte-White Bay. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday I asked the Minister of 

Health what procedures were used by. him and his officials to 

appoint issuers of marriage licenses in the province. Now the 

minister's answer to my questions at that time, Sir, to say the 

least were unsatisfactory because they left more questions 

dangling around in the air than he actually answered. Issuers 

of marriage licenses were originally appointed,or some issuers 

of marriage licenses were originally appointed all across this 

province in 1975. The act then of course was under the administration 

of what is now the Department of Consumer Affairs and Environment. 

The act was 1ater,as I understand,transferred from that department 

to the Minister of Health and of course, Sir, it was then that 

the problems began for those who had originally been appointed. 

There was a letter sent out from the Registrar 

of Vital Statistics saying that in early 1975 - this was- sent to 
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MR.. RIDEOUT: people who had been appointed. v In early 1975 

you are advised that you had been appointed as a marriage 

licenser." Now, Sir, that says you are advised that you had 

been appointed.And the minister tried to squirm around that 

in the q~estions the other day saying that they technically 

were not appointed,but the letter says that they had been 

appointed. It goes on to say that the act had been transferred 

and that there had been a delay in setting up the act, in setting 

up the administration and so on,and that the act had undergone 

review and some legislative changes,as indeed it did,I believe~ 

during the last session of the House. So that those people who 

had been appointed were asked to send back their material and the 

forms that had been sent out to them. 

Now, · Sir, the question is,why were not all those 
.... 

who had been ~riginally appointed in 1975 asked to send back their 

material? Some of them were asked, I know that,but I also know 

that some of them were not asked. Some of them told me themselves, 

who were appointed originally and who were reappointed las~ fall, 

that they had not been asked to send back any of their material. 

! had correspondence with the minister on this late last fall,and 

the minister told me that some people were given the understanding 

that they had been appointed but it was incorrect. Well, Sir, the 

letter from Mr. Dewey that went out last fall does not say any~hing 

about a misunderstanding. It says that indeed -they had been 

appointed. 

Mr. who? 

MR. RIDEOUT: Not Doody, no. The man dow~ in the Registrar of 

Vital Statistics. 

MR. DOODY: I just wanted to make sure the member was not blaming 

it on me. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Common law now so you do not need th~ any more. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Yes, common law. So those people, Sir, were sent 

. .·. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: their licenses, they were sent all, the licenses 

that they were about to issue, they were sent all the credentials. 

The minister knows that. So it is no good of the minister saying 

other than that. Now the minister said that magistrates and 

clergymen had been consulted in the appointment of those people, 

the issuers of marriage licenses, they had been asked for 

recommendations and then in his answer he said others had been 

consulted. And in fact reading through the Hansard I notice he 

mentioned some members had been consulted. Well,I for one had 

not been consulted. I do not know of .any other people on this 

side of the House had been consulted. I assume that only 

government members were consulted. And when the minister said 

others,what others did he mean? Did the minister mean members 

o~ the gover~ent_ side. as well as· defeated Tory candidates? 
.. ... .. .. ·. . . . .. 

Were those people consulted~ I would assume so. They are 

indeed others,whether they are vital and alive or not is something 

else~ 

My understanding. Sir, is that all those who were 

appointed,originally appointed in 1975 were appointed on the 

recommendation of magistrates and clergymen~ My question to the 

minister is what was wTong with those people? Were they not good 

enough for the Minister of Health? They were good enough to be 

recommended and appointed and sent out marriage licenses. and so 

on by the Department of Consumer Affairs and Environment. What 

was wrong with those original people? Why were some of them 

reappointed in 1976 when the minister took over? Why were not 

all of them reappointed? That is the question, Sir. That is the 

obvious question. The obvious answer may be that those reappointments 
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MR. RIDEOUT: came after the election of 1975, and that some 

of those original appointees had in that time,.fortunately 

or unfortunately, depending on the system ~e live in, sho~ed 

their political colours. No~ that is the principle that 

is involved, Sir. I have nothing against the people who have 

recently been appointed. As far as I ~ concerned they will 

probably do a good job. But the principle is that people 

.. - ~a-~ originally been appointed, _they had been sent the 
, 

licences 1 they .had been sent all the credentials and then 

the rug was hauled right out from under their feet and the 

minister went to work and appointed more people on the 

recommendation of people other than magistrates and other 

than clerg~n. 

That is the question that I want to ask 
. . . 

and that is the question that a lot. of people; not ·only. in my ·. · · 

-district but in a number of districts from talking to my colleagues, 

have been asking their· members. 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The bon. Minister of Health. 

MR.. H. COLLnrs : Mr. Speaker, as a result of the Gushue 

family law study, ~hich was commissioned by the past administration, 

and the report was received by the past administration_ I do 

not ·know how many years they had it in their possession~ · one of 

the recommendations which was made in that study, based on 

suggestions from the various denominations in Newfoundland, was 

that it was time for us to introduce a marriage licence system 

in the Province whereby people purporting to be married would go 

to an independent marriage licence issuer, obtain a licence 

before approaching a clergy man to be married~ 

In 1974 this government, a great government 

of reform,brought a bill before this House and the bill was passed, 

· the Solemnization of ~arriage Act, which eventually became law. 

The Department of Provincial Affairs,as ~o~e knew it then,was 

4(88 
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MR. R. COLLINS: responsible for the implementation of the 

act and supervision of the act. 

That department contacted various magistrates 

possibly all of the magistrates, I really do not know_ across 

the Province, asking for recommendations of peo?le who might be 

considered suitable for appointment as marriage licence issuers 

in the various communities across the Province. Other people 

were contacted. There was discussion with clergymen. There 

was discussion with people I suppose of all walks of life. I 

do not recall saying a cou?le of days ago that members were 

consulted. But I can say that on tha~ side of _this hon. House, 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of suggestions were made. 

Anyway, to carry on with ~mat happened, 

shortly after the bill was passed we were about to proclaim the 
.:::-. : ... . . .. ... . ::..._· . ' . ~ ._ . ~ .. · ~ ·• ... . . 

act when the licencers were put _!~- _p_~ace. I received, as Minister 

of Health-and I do not know why that was at that particular · 

time, possibry because of the Vital Statistics Division--there 

was some indication that this should be in the Department of Health, 

and the government then through Order-in-Council transferred the 

responsibility for administration of the act to the Departme~t 

of Health. Subsequent to that I received a request from all of 

the - yes,! am pretty sure __ all of the denominations in Newfoundland 

that they had some reservations about some sections of the act. And 

one of the first things I did when I moved to that department was to 

convene several meetings with the various denominlltious,individually 

and later collectively,until we ironed out what they thought and 

what we thought should appear in ~he act and of course and amendment 

had to be brought in. That amendment was brought in in the last 

session, last year. 

After that was done, to the satisfaction 

of all of the people involved, we went about selecting marriage 

licence issuers. In the meantime, in the Department of Provincial 

. : ,: .. . ..... ·. :- ... . :. .. ~· 

Affairs some people apparently had been sent kits and had been aopointed 

by whoever, I do not know who it was, had been appointed as marriage 
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MR.. H. COLLINS: licence issuers. But not properly 

appointed, Mr. Speaker, because the appointment requires 

the ap~roval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, and 

maybe this is where the confusion arose. Anyway, when we 

went about the business of getting the issuers in place, 

and we were looking at the need for about 300, 350 people, 

we approached the magistrates again and we obtained some 

lists, 
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Mr. H. Collins: 

and there was never any indication to the magistrate that his 

recommendation was going to be accepted. I am sure the magistrates 

were too sensible to suggest to a person who they might have 

approached that they were going to be appointed. When all of those 

names were put together, Mr. Speaker, and we lacked at the 

representation, and we had to look at the representation in terms 

of the, to some extent, religions in the community~ the geographic 

representation and so on and so forth, we came up with all of this 

and took it to the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council, had it all done 

properly and so on, and then the people were notified. 

Mr. Speaker, I have never had one complaint, not a 

single,solitary complaint from a single clergyman in thi~ Province. 

I have never had a complaint from anybody who have gone to a marriage 

·::- · ~-~~: 'licence.-: tS"strer. -~0'.- 'obt~:ili·- _a·. Ii'ceri·ce· ··befoi-e- ·they ·were .. married .. :. -·Now,:· .· .. ··: ~ ·- · .:., .. .. - - ·~,.· .·~ , , 

Mr. Speaker, that tells me that the whole system is working 

pretty well, and I think that the people who have put in place 

these marriage licence issuers,certainly the selection was wise, and 

we have nothing to be ashamed of -. - · · - --·--· · 

SOME BON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): A motion to adjourn is now _deemed to be 

before the Bouse. Those in fa"'our of the motion say "Aye". 

SOME HON • MEMBER: "Aye" • 

MR. SPEAKER: Those contrary "Nay". 

SOME BON. MEMBERS: "Nay". 

MR.. SPEAKER: In my opinion the ''Nayes" have it. 

I do now leave the Chair until 8:00 of the clock. 
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The House resumed at 8:00. 

Mr. Speaker. in the ~h<lir. 

NR. SPEAKER: 

MR. HI CIOtf.AN : 

Order please! Revert to petitions. 
000 

Order 2. 

On motion that the House resolve itself into Co~mittee of the 

Whole on the Resolution, Mr. Speaker left the Chair 

NR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

The Committee is considering the Resolution 

brought in by the Minister of Finance. 

The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: The first thing I want to do, Sir, is 

dispose of this letter that I received the other day,special 

delivery,from Mr. Andy Davidson. I would like to table this 

letter, Sir, and so doing again reiterate the necessity for 

a public inquiry into this whole Scrivener affair. This 

is just ·further evidence, Sir, of the need for an inquiry 

d M Chai as the Premier rose to the occasion an , .r. rman , 

the other day on this silly matter of coloured televisions 

rather quickly, I would hope that the hon. the Premier,for 

the sake of the hon. Premier'sown re?utation and the reputation 

of the administration and the Progressive Conservative Party 

of Newfoundland 1that the hon., the Premier, would move swift1~ 

as he did in the case of the silly television affair,to get 

this whole matter of the Scrivener situation straightened out. 

The Minister of Public Works, Mr. Chairman, has told us, 
. .. 

Public Works and Services, told us a couple of weeks ago that 

he will table all the documents in connection with the 

construction of the Health Sciences Complex and Carbonear 

hospital. Well, Sir, to help the minister make his 

presentation complete I have already tabled the receipt on 

Progressive Conservative stationery,rlated July 14,1973, 

signed by Hr. Richard Greene,acknowledging on behalf of 

Scrivener Projects (Newfoundland)Limited the sum of 
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HR. NEARY: $52,600 representing contributions to the 

PC Party for the year 1972. nothing ille~al about that, 

Sir, it is perfectly straightforward and above board. Mr.Chairman 
.. 

I have good reason to believe that up to the end of 

the year 1972,Scrivener Products had contributed much 

more than $52,600 to the Conservative Party, . Therefore 

Sir, rather than the minister merely outlin:f.ng the history 

of these two projects and tabling contracts and documents 

that were eventually signed by the Scrivener people - that 

are already public information anyway_ perhaps the minister 

would enlighten the House on the period between 1971 and 

1972 general elections in Newfoundland, when Scrivener 

Project manager was requested by the PC Party moneybag 

to approach sub-contractors and professionals involved in 

the Health Sciences Project to solicit campaign contributions 

to the Conservative Party,and e~en after the 1~72 election, 
. . 

Mr. Chairman, Scrivener Projects Limited made further political 

contributions to the Conservative Party by transmitting 

company monies and cheques to the party bagman at the 

request of Mr. Greene. 

And during the entire period, Mr. Chairman, indeed we are 

told until 1973,Scrivener Projects continued its work on the 

Health ~~i~nces eomplex without any final fee arrangement. 

In fact,the profits to be made by Scrivener on this project 

depended upon the will of the government. It is interesting 

to note also, Mr. Speaker, that on April 18,1972 Scrivener 

submitted the Carbonear Hospital proposal and a proposal for 

building the hospital at Twillingate. At the same time these 

negotiations were going on , Sir, another cheque, if I can 

find it, another cheque was drawn upon the- Yes, here it 

is , ·Sir, exhibit three- another cheque was drawn, or pre?ared, 
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~1R. NEAR:L: 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know if the money was ever dra~m down, 

April 25,1972, payable to the United Trust - that is the 

Conservative Party trust ftm.d-in the amount of $50,000. I 

~vould like to lay this on the table of the House, Sir. 

Mr. Chairman, this Rouse has suent a great deal of time over 

a relatively small matter, the purchase of the colour 

television sets and ended up by authorizing a judical enquiry 

into 

4094 
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MR.. NEARY: the spending of a few hundred dollars. ~1ay I 

suggest, Mr. Chairman, to this House that it would be much 

more in the interest, in the cause of good government 

and the oeo?le of this Province if we were to take immediate 

action and at least appoint a judicial enquiry into all 

matters concerned with the mysterious financial transactions 

connected with the prolonged construction of the medical 

Health Sciences Complex and the doubling of the cost of 

the Carbonear Hospital. 

The people of this Province, Mr. Chairman, will never 

be content while there is a single question in their minds 

concerning this matter and it is up to us, Sir, to put their 

minds at ease as quickly as possible. Now, Mr. Speaker, that 

is enough about that particular situation at the moment. 

Sir, the Minister of Finance now came in the other 

day and asked this House to approve Interim Supply in the amount 

OF $160 million and the minister, Sir, just merely gave us a 

brief, simple explanation of why the minister was asking for 

such a large amount of money to tie the government over for 

the next couole of months until they bring the budget down. 

Mr. Chairman, in my opinion the Minister of Finance 

is obligated, it is incumbent upon the minister to give us 

at least some indication during this debate on Interim Supply 

on what immediate action, Sir, the government is contemplating 

to deal with matters that fall within provincial jurisdiction, 

to come to grips with the problems of inflation, massive 

unemployment and low productivity in this Province. 

Mr. Chairman, back in the depression years a very 

synical politician, who at that time belonged to the CCF~stated 

that the people in the midst of the depression were so desperate 

that they did not expect their politicians to do anything for them. 

They merely expected them to promise to do things without any real 

409:1 
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~. ::-iEARY: hope that anything '"ould be done. H'ell, Sir, to allay 

such fears now in the minds of our people, the unemployed, 

the construction workers, the construction industry that is 

in such a state of uncertainty and so that we will not drive 

the gloom any deeper into the hearts of our people who are 

struggling to try and cope with the cost of living, and who 

are looking for jobs, especially our young people, in these 

dark and troublesome times, Mr.Ch~irman, let the government 

show the people of this Province that they do have plans, 

that they can cope and that they have every intention of 

producing a plan to fulfill all the promises and the implications 

of things that they told us that were going to be done by 

the administration. 

Mr. Chairman~"e hear the Premier, and bon. members 

of the administration echoing the Premier's sentiments, preaching 

about rising expectations, and why our people should not.look 

forward to too much. They have to make sacrifices. The people, 

and Mr. Speaker, these very people who are preaching about 

rising expectations are those who do not need any more anyway. 

PREMIER MOORES: Their expectations and Trudeau's differ. 

MR. ~mARY: Not, Trudeau, no Sir, that -

PREMIER MOORES: Trudeau said it first. 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Chairman,Mr. Trudeau did not say it first. 

I can tell the bon. gentleman who said it. 

Mr. Chairman,at the present time,as it was indicated 

in the House this afternoon, we have 65,000 Newfoundlanders who 

are registered with Ca~ada Manpower looking for employment. And 

we are told by the administration, by the ~inister of Social Services, 

that he has removed 5,000 welfare recipients from his .rolls by 

securing employment for them, by arranging jobs for them. 

Mr. Speaker, I just wonder whether this is not some 

sort of a day dream cooked up by well intentioned individua1s 
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}qt. NEARY: in the Deoartment of Social Services who wish to 

cheer their minister anrl the members of the Cabinet. And why 

do I suspect that, Sir? Well, ~fr. Chairman, a check with 

Statistics Canada shmvs that in 1972 the total dollar value 

of unemployment insurance claims in this Province carne to 

$70.5 million. In 1975,only three years later, the dollar 

benefits amounted to $159 million, over $159 million, more 

than double the amount, Sir, in less than three years. And 

what happened to the numbers, Mr. Speaker~ In 1972, Sir, 

74,000 claims for unemployment insurance benefits were made. 

And in 1975 this had gone up to 90,175 claims, more than 

15,000 additional claims,and yet over the same period the 

Department of Social Services pretends to have found 5,000 

jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, it is obvious where the 5,000 people 

went who were taken off welfare. They were simply transferred 

to the unemployment insurance rolls. 

MR. ROBERTS: That was the whole make-work programme. 

4097 
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~"'P.. NEA?.Y: That is right, Sir, that is the make-work programme 

they have down in the nepartrnent of Social Services. So, Mr. Chairman, 

as I said in the beginning the other day when I commenced my few 

remarks that I agree ~dth the T.eader of the Opposition 7 that we should 

not ~oTaste too TTmch more time on Interim Supply. Let the bill go 

through. t.!e have asked the minister, ~re have invited the minister 

to give us a statement of policy, a statement of the government's 

intentions to try and assure our people that the worst is over and 

that the worst is not yet to come. But I am afraid, Sir, that the 

worst is yet to come as far as the cost of living, inflation and 

unemployment is concerned. Let the minister make a statement tonight 

in this hon. Rouse before ~o1e pass this Interim Supply Bill and then 

we can go on and wait for a detailed examination of the estimates 

when the budget is brought down. 

Even if we do pass Interim Supply, Sir, after we get a 

satisfactory statement of policy from either the Premier, the head 

of the administration,or the Hinister of Finance, as soon as we get that 

then let the minister bring do~Nn the budget posthaste, not delay it 

any longer, Sir. The excuse that we have, the minister has to wait 

for the report of the Advisory Board on the Linerboard ~ill,is not 

satisfactory1 Mr. Chairman. The minister has high-priced people 

in his department, brought in there by John Crosbie from the 

unive-rsity, and if they cannot, Sir, tell the minister how to bring 

down a budget and adjust the figures later on or drop them altogether, 

if the administration is going to close the Linerboard ?~ill or if they 

are going to reduce the subsidies, adju~t the figures,or if they are 

going to sell the Linerboard ~'ill they can adjust the figures, if these 

academics that were brought into the department cannot advise the 

minister and tell the minister how to bring do~~ a budget, then I would 

suggest they be sent back ~11here they came from, back to a 11 ttle further 

down the Parkwav here. 

1-"R. F.OBEPTS: l>Tell they would still live on the public chest. 

¥F .• NEARY: Well they would still be, as my hon. friend says, Sir, they 
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YR. NEAPY: 

would still be feeding at the public trough. But, Sir, let the 

minister no~·7, Sir, ~et up and give us some indication of lmat plans 

the government have at this mo~ent to cope ~ith the three major problems 

that we have in this Province at the present time: Number one, inflation; 

Number two, recor~_unemployment; and number three, low productivity. 

MR.J. CARTER: . Number four, you. 

~~. NEAPY: Mr. Chairman·, · t'!-te unsavoury gentleman is back in his seat 

again toni~ht. So, Mr. Chairman, ! agree with the strategy of going over 

the estimates with a fine-toothed comb when the main budget is brought 

down. But I am not satisfied, Sir, and I do not believe any member 

on this side or on that side of the Rouse are satisfie~ yrith the 

minister's explanation for this $160 million. So let us hear it. Let 

us hear ~·:hat plans the ~overnment have to deal 'tvith the problems that 

we have in this Province at the present time. That is about all I 

have to say at this point, Sir, and I wtll just ,-.yait and see ~·7hat' 

the spokesman for the administration has to say. 

MR. ROBERTS: The hon. member would be happy to say more. 

1-'1). NEAP.Y: J could, yes. 

Hear, hear! 

MR. CRAIP~AN: The hon. ~inister of Finance. 

}'R. DOODY: Mr. Chairman, I a.rn still sorrelvhat aghast,as I always ai"t' 

at the tremendous oratorical an~ histrionic displays of my very 

close friend from LaPoile (~r. Neary). His invitation for me to explain 

to the Eouse how to cure the unemployment and inflationary proble~s 

of the country l: have to ad~it is beyond me. I do not have it 

within my power. The inflation and unemployment problems of the country 

are governed and controlled by the fiscal weapons that are in the hands 

of the Government of Canada. And hopefully tonight, Sir -

}'R. NEAPY: We are talking a~out matters that -

~'R. OOODY: !-fr. Chairman, with great restraint I contained myself while 

the animated larynx continued into his great oratorical flip.hts and I would 

ask him to please -

MR. N'F.A'RY: Do your work now. 

409~ 
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~~R. . OOODY: I will try that but you are provo kin~ t!'e, you see. 

"!?. ll.O'BE'?TS: Hhat did the minister bring the ~overntr1ent of r.anada 

into this for? 

.~ . • OOODY: So I would hope, !'fr. Chairman, tonight ~:rhen ur. ¥acJ'lonald 

brings down his budget and takes this $1 billio,n that he has collected 

from the Provinces through his new fiscal arrangements policy,he wH1 

use that $1 billion,or at least a substantial part of it 7 to stimulate 

the economy and the disadvantaged parts of the country. And there is 
/ 

no more disadvantaged part of Canada than 
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Mr. Doodv: 

the Province of Newfoundland. And I would sincerely hope that 

tonight we hear that several hundreds of millions of dollars have 

been made available to provide permanent jobs here in this Province 

because this policy of the Canadian Government,whatever its political 

stripe, of having one broad brush policy fiscally and economically 

from British Columbia to Newfoundland is obviously unworkable, 

unmanageable, ineffectual, and it j?st_i~ complete nonsense. 
. . 

MR. ROBERTS: Would the minister permit a question? 

MR. DOODY: Certainly~ anytime. 

MR.. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, my question grows out of the 

minister's statement, and by the way I do not disagree with this 

broad brush policy. I mean,Procrustes1 bed was a very uncomfortable 

one in which to sleep, and the problems of Ontario are not the 

problems of this Province. I only wish that we had the problems 

of Ontario to try to cope with. 

But what I am wondering:the minister alluded to the 

$1 billion that has been, I think, he used the word "saved" or perhaps 

he used another word. That is presumably the difference between 

what Ottawa would have to pay under the old shared-cost programmes 

in respect of Medicare, hospital insurance and post-secondary education. 

I think these were the three that were involved. 

My question, Sir, is this; How much are we going to be 

getting this coming year•I do not think I am probing for any budget 

secrets, it will be in tonight's budget doubtless in Ottawa-but 

how much are we getting or will we be getting and what is the estimate 

this coming year under the new formula which as I understand gives us 

a number of equalized tax points? How much will o:.re be getting under 

that formula compared to what would we have got under the old- well, 

they varied-but the three formulas , the one in respect of Medicare, 

there was a different one in respect to hospital insurance,and there 

was still a third one in respect to the cost of post-secondary education. 

The minister is looking through his file, I hope he has it. It is a 

question that I have been trying to get ansv1ared, I may add, for some 

~101 
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Mr. Roberts: 

time, and it is a very valuable one. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, we got the same problem in .the department. 

MR. ROBERTS: Are we - I mean,when the minister was in Ottawa, this 

was mid-December, I think, when the First Ministers' Conference 

met and settled the matter, the minister made some press statements, 

as I recall it to the effect that we might be $10 million or $12 

million or $14 million short in this Province in the fiscal year 

which begins tomorrow because of Ottawa's insistence, and it was 

Ottawa's insistence to replace the shared-cost with equalized 

tax points. Ceuld he give us any new information on it. because 

I think it is an important matter, one which obviously grows out 

of the preser.t bill? 

MR.. CHAL'!UfAN: The hon. Minister of Finance. 

MR. DOODY: I agree with the member from the Straits (Mr. 

Roberts), it is probably one of the most important-

MR· NEARY: Re is not the member_fro~ the Straits, but the member for the Straits. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, at long last we have something in common. 

The $14 million or $10 million, $12 million or $14 million 

figure that I had mentioned and kept talking about at that ~ime was 

the amount of money that we would have lost under the tax revenue 

guarantee, which was eventaully split down the middle, we got a 

couple of tax points and a cash equivalent -

AN HON. MEMBER: How does the tax point work? 

;MR. DOODY: An equalized tax point in Newfoundland will 

work out to about $3. some, almost $4 million, and so we have got 

a tax point and a cash guarantee of a tax point - the ta~~ point 

·will vary of course up and down as the economy does, the cash 

equivalent will remain constant. The Province of Newfoundland~of 

course,has always been more interested in cash transfers than in 

ta:( points. 

~. ROBERTS: Yes, yes (Inaudible) 

MR. DOODY: That is right. The more wealthy provinces of 

Canada are very concerned about having all tax points and no cash 
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Mr. Doody: 

because they have their plant in place,as.it were, they have 

got their hospitals built, their universities buil~We have been 

trying to do in twenty-five or twenty-seven years what the other 

provinces of Canada, most of them.have had 100 years to do, and 
• 

the hospital plant and the teaching plant, the educational 

facilities, the infrastructure, if I may use that word, has all 

been put in place at a great deal less cost to them in terms of 

real dollars as opposed to inflated dollars, then it will cost us 

to try to keep up with them; so this is the dilemma with which we 

are faced. 

And so on that end of it we eventually reached a saw-off 

and we will probably lose,under the old system-and we are not quite 

sure;it was an ultimatum_ eventually which was resolved by a saw off-

and we will probably stand to lose several millions of dollars on 

that end of it. It is quite possible that we may pick up a few 

million dollars more or less on the new equalization formula that is 

being evolved, and 
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HR. DOODY: · that .j.s changed no~T ,and I quite 

honestly am not in a position to explain to the House 

the new formula because I did not really quite 

understand the old formula. It is about the most 

complex piece of mechanism that the bureaucrats have 

ever managed to put together. 

l.fR. NEARY: \<Terse than the Income Tax Act. 

MR. DOODY: That is right, it is even more 

complex than the Income Tax or the Anti-inflation Board 

Regulations. 

Anyway, they have put several 

new components into the equalization formula and our 

people and people from other provinces have been in 

constant communication with their counterparts in 

Ottawa trying to find out exactly what it is going to 

amount to in dollars. But there seems to be no question 

among the consensus of the total amount. Ottawa feels 

that they will be net beneficiaries of something in the 

nature of $800 million. I said $1 billion a little 

while ago, it sounds much more impressive. I get 

carried away. 

MR. ROBERTS: Probably his estimates show them 

ahead by $400 million. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, that is their figures. Those 

are the bureaucrats figures. 

MR. ROBERTS: And they show us getting an extra 

$42 million under the general rubric of equalization. 

~m. DOODY: That is right. And if we had the 

honour and privilege of getting the financial people 

from Ontario and from our own in here and listen to that 

debate, and listen to them explain to each other why these 

numbers are nonsense - and we will not really know until 

the end of this year exactly whether they are right. We 

feel that these numbers are wrong and that our numbers 

are right and this was demonstrated pretty conclusively 
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HR. DOODY: by the fact that when the tax 

revenue guarantee was put into place, Mr. Chairman, 

four years ago or five years ago, it was put in when 

they changed the tax laws in Ottawa. The provinces 

at that time, both Ontario and I think it was Manitoba, 

ran .the· numbers through their computers - and they have 

a much more sophisticated system than we have - and 

they deomonstrated the fact that the provinces were 

going to lose money, a great deal of money. Ottawa 

said, Of course you will pot lose money, our numbers 

are correct, but if you have any problems with it 

we will guarantee you that we will make up any revenue 

that you will lose. 

t"lell, Your Honour,· as it happened 

these provinces were right. Their numbers were right 

and Ottawa's were wrong and so they have been paying us 

money under this tax revenue guarantee thing ever since. 

But now they hav,e suddenly cut that off. They said 

the five year period is finished and '\ole are out of it. 

MR. ROBERTS: They are still budgeting $275 

million this year. 

MR. DOODY: They are budgeting it in there 

and we are in a constant dilemma. We are not quite 

sure exactly what our numbers are going to be. We are 

not even quite sure about the new equalization formula 

and our fiscal policy people are quite concerned about 

it and are working on it. Even up to last year when 

it was pretty well established what the formula was 

it would vary from month to month and year to year, 

and that is one of the disadvantages. There are many, 

many advantages of the Canadian joint federal -

provincial fiscal arrangements and I am certainly not 

condemning them by any neans - but the one of the 

disadvantages is that there are so nany variables in 

there that if one prcvince chanq2s its taxaticn systc::., 

I ' "" • • 
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HR. DOODY: if one province falls down on 

the job, if the economy slumps in a particular area, 

if the tax base in a particular province, in one of 

the twenty-seven components of the formula which 

makes up the -

MR. ROBERTS: Thirty-seven. Were there not 

thirty-seven in equalization? 

MR. DOODY: No, there were twenty-five and 

twenty~seven and they have upped it to thirty-two, I 

think. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

in equalization. 

MR. DOODY: 

I thought there were thirty-seven 

I do not think there were that 

many. I have a paper on it, a document which I had 

intended delivering to the House. 

MR. ROBERTS: Would the minister like a definition 

of tax transfer recoveries? I have one here and I will 

read it if it would interest you. 

MR. DOODY: I have read it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Could you explain it? 

MR. DOODY: No, I cannot explain it. I have 

read it and I have deliberately left it in the office 

because I would much rather say that I do not have it 

with me than try to explain it. 

MR. ROBERTS: It is going to cost us $6 million 

in tax transfer recovery because of 1/8 of of 13.5 

equalized PIT and one equalized CIT points etc. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, well the PIT's are personal 

income tax points,Your Honour,and the CIT's are corporate 

income tax points. At one point up there in the 

discussions I was so frustrated that I asked them if they 

could put them both together and call them Newfoundland 

income tax points and then we would have a bunch of nits 

being transferred to the Province. Then, of course, the 
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MR. DOODY: thing deteriorated from there and 

the chariman asked me to please try to keep it under 

some sort of reasonable control. 

But in any event, although the 

jargon and the bureaucrats - the honest answer is that 

we are not quite sure what the total number is that we 

are going to get from Ottawa. The figures that we 

have to work with are the figures that -

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

The published figures. 

Right, the published figures that -

The published figures in the 

estimates are $269 millions. 

MR. DOODY: - the hon. the Leader has there. 

But we ·and the other provinces feel that these are very 

suspect numbers and they do not stand up under the 

scrutiny. There are certain assumptions in economic 

growth in various provinces and so on in these numbers 

--- -···- - --
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~. DOODY: which are also quite frightening .But in any event 

the Fiscal Arrangements Act is one that is unique in the world 

and it is one that Canada has worked out very well and the 

Province of Newfoundland is fortunate to be part of it. 

The unfortunate part about it is that during the past several 

years the discussions that used to take place are no longer 

discussions, they are really summonses to Ottawa to hear 

the new edicts and the new laws that havP been proclaimed. 

MR.. ROBERTS : That is the way it used to be when I started 

fifteen years ago. Ottawa would sort of announce what they 

were going to do and you could quarrel about it for a day and 

then they would announce -

MR. DOODY~ I see. I thought this ~as a new departure. 

MR. ROBERTS: Only in the Pearson days it really changed. 

MR. DOODY: But by and large the Province of Newfoundland would be 

in a sad state indeed if it were not for the fiscal transfers-or 

the transfer payments. 

Unfortunately the printing press is in Ottawa. The 

inflationary process and the unemployment problem in the 

disadvantaged areas in Canada can only be'managed in a 

meaningful long-term way by the infusion of funds or the transfer 

of funds, or the manipulation of the interest rates by the 

Bank of Canada in consultation presumably with the federal government. 

Our options down in this Province,as indeed in all other 

~rnvinces~are very limited. You can talk as much as you like 

and with a great deal of justice as hon. members did today about 

the Province's limited job creating efforts on a short•term 

basis. 

With our limited resources, $2 million does not sound 

like a great deal of money for a make-work programme and it has 

been said that people have been moved from welfare rolls 

t'n nnl0rnlft1n~ent insurance rolls. That is the system that has 

heen working in r.ane Breton for years ~nd they have not really 

col"le to ~riPs <·rith. their problem to date as yet either. ~·!e ha.ve 

... i n :~ 
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MR. DOODY: to borrow in this Province, we have to borrow far 

more money than we should borrow in order to get the capital 

works going that we had going in this Province some years 

ago, we would have to borrow more money. The interest 

rates are such today, the servicing of the debt is such today, 

that a decision, a choice, a cut-off has got to be made 

between the amount of money that you borrow and the burden 

that you are placing on the future Newfoundlanders who have to 

pay that debt. And that is a problem that we have to deal 

with and that is a problem that we will deal with and explain 

when the main estimates come down and the budget is presented. 

So, Sir, as much as I would like to answer all the 

questions and meet all the challenges that were put to me by the 

hon. member for LaPoile (}~. Neary) and by the hon. Leader of 

the Opposition, I am afraid that that is not within my capabilities 

this evening. ~would ho~e _ __ _ , as I said, for some relief 

from Mr. MacDonald's budget tonight. If not then we shall have 

to grapple with it in our own limited way down here in the Province of 

Newfoundland. But in any event, Sir, the fact remains that we do 

need this pretty close to Sl60 million in Interim Supply to carry 

us through the next two months. The excuse that the Labrador 

Linerboard mill is being the -reason for the delay of the budget 

is not an excuse, Your Honour, it is a reason. 

The decision on the Labrador Linerboard limited's future 

is a hugh one in terms of the budgetary problems of the Province, 

and its impact on current and capital account and the distribution 

of the two and on the amount of money that has to be allocated 

and what can be done with it,and I think that for the sake of the next 

couple of weeks, or the next three weeks,it is far better for us 

to wait until we get some really sound and logical, reasonable 

advice before we come in ·to the House with the main estimates, 

because as I said earlier the Labrador Linerboard Limited mill is 
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MR. DOODY: a matter of major importance to the Province, 

not only to the people of the Eay St. George area but to 

P.1 - 3 

the whole Province and indeed to the reputation of the Province, 

and I W9uld hate to be precipitous in making any decisions 

without the proper advice and so,Mr. Chairman, I would 

ask the Committee to grant us the Interim Supply that we 

ask in the amount of $159,650,000. If the Committee wants 

to go through the various subheads and so on of course I am 

~u~_te willing·,~ut I do not think that that would be be all 

that constructive. I would ,like the._hon! . members _oppo~-~~P' 

prefer to wait for the main estimates and get into·each of 

the departments subhead by subhead. 

MR. ROBERTS: Is this a new programme? 
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MR. DOODY: No, that is one of the questions that 

the hon.- I am sorry, right, right .To the best of my 

knowledge there are no major new programmes in here. This 

is strictly housekeeping money, I checked with the various 

resource departments and so on and I have been told that 

there are no major new programmes in here which the House 

is bamboozled into. 

MR. ROBERTS : Are there any capital expenditures put in here? 

MR. DOODY: No, there are no capital expenditures in 

here. There are some housekeeping capital works, improvments 

in public works and so on. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, no I do not mind that, Sir. 

MR. DOODY: No, there are no, no -

MR. ROBERTS: Nothing on highroads. 

MR. DOODY: Nothing on highroads. Highroads - if the bon 

member would just give me a minute to find Transportation 

and Communication in here, which is -

MR. ROBERTS : It will always be called highways. 

MR. DOODY: $13 million. Sub 17. 

MR. ROBERTS: Personal tax rate, forty-four points down. 

Forty-four per cent here. Our taxes, forty-three 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. DOODY: 

Fortv-three. 

Forty.:..three 

Forty-three. Rather this new system when 

they move it back will - although the amount that the public 

will pay will not be any more it will be fifty-six per cent 

of the -

MR. ROBERTS: I thought it was forty-four. It went from 

forty to forty-four did it not? 

MR. DOODY: No. I think Ne~·7 Brun!n-Ticks is forty-four • I 
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~. DOODY: think ours is forty-three. It is not very 

far away , it is in this. I can use the other hand to 

check with this. 

MR. CARTER: It was forty-one for last year. 

MR. DOODY: It was forty-one was it1 

MR. ROBERTS: It was not forty-one. 

MR. CARTER: lvell that is what they are asking on the 

tax form. 

MR. ROBERTS: I know it if forty-four. It went from forty 

to forty-four. 

MR. CARTER: That is this years. 

MR. DOODY: Highways, general administration, motor vehicle 

registration. 

MR. ROBERTS : I know, but as a matter of fact, where 

is it in here? 

MR. DOODY: The hon. minister is at a communications 

conference somewhere in Edmonton, I think. Somewhere in 

Western Canada. 

MR. ROBERTS : .Forty-two per cent effective July 1,1976. 

MR. DOODY: No, there is just ordinary maintenance and 

• I 

ongoing maintenance in the highways bit. There is no new 

capital projects. So, Sir, with that-and as I say,! am at the 

~isposal of the House to go through them if it is so desired. 

But I agree that it would be far better if we got into the 

seventy-five hours later on. 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, Mr. Chairman, I certainly do not quarrel 

with what the Minister of Finance. I think the right and 

proper place is to - you know,we only have seventy-five hours 

left. Whatever time we have used in the last day or so on 

this Iterim Supply procedure, and I am not going to debate 

it because I think whatever time we have ought to be put 
I 
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MR. DOODY: 

to the detailed estimates and every dollar, every penny 

being voted by the committee now will be recovered,if 

you wish,or covered again by the main estimates. The 

other supply bills. 

But I just have one question, The minister tells us 

that there is no money in the bill now before the committee 
I 

for Transportation and Communications other than their 

normal ongoing maintenance, snow clearing, road repairs, 

what have you. And that is fine, I am glad to know that. 

The paper the last three or four days -

MR. DOODY: They have been calling tenders but they 

will not be making any payments. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, well that is what I want to know. They 

have been calling tenders. In other words they will be 

awarding the tenders, is that it? 

MR. DOODY: They will be awarding tenders but they will 

not be making payments. 

MR. ROBERTS: \nd hope that the Rouse will eventually 

ratify the -

MR. DOODY: That is right. 

MR. ROBERTS: Does that extend as well to the DREE agreements? 

MR. DOODY: The DREE agreements are the ones that are being 

called first. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, I -

MR. DOODY: Is that not so? That was my impression. 

MR. ROBERTS: I mean, I have a particular interest in the 

DREE agreements because it is,by one of those unusual coincidents, 

it is about the only money being spent on the Northern Peninsula 

is DREE money. But I notice there have been DFEE contracts 

called', yes,of course, but I notice also within the past 
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MR. ROBERTS: 

week or so the Minister of Transportation has put in the 

paper requests for bids on some projects are not DREE 

projects. I did not note them all down, Sir, I think 

one was down in Lewisporte district, the road from 

Boyd's Cove going out towards the Road to the Isles.And 
j 

there was some ia Green Bay district if. I am not 

mistaken. W~s there some road work in Green Bay district? 

There have been four or five tender calls in the paper 

the last 

MR. DOODY: I got it here in front of me now. 

MR. ROBERTS: Alright. And I am just wondering where 

they are going to get the money to pay for these. Or are 

they going to -

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Thev do not_oav for t~e tenders called. 

MR. ROBERTS: , The hon. gentleman from Grand Falls, Mr. 

Chairman , should have got his comeuppance this afternoon. 

I am trying to engage, and the Minister of Finance is in 

fact engaging in a very serious point with me. And when. 

we · are on serious business I would suggest to the ·gentleman 

from Grand Falls he stay out of it. 
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Mr. Roberts: 

the gentleman from Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) that he stay out 

of it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the point that I am making, the 

minister will respond to it,is that_ tenders have been called -

MR. DOODY: There is a total of $13 million -

MR. ROBERTS : 
~ 

. Go ahead, sure • : 

MR. DOODY: Excuse me, there is a total of $13 million in the 

Transportation and Communications Interim Supply vote, and under 

Highway Construction 1705-07-01, Transportation Development DREE 

capital there is $1 million, so presumably that is that share of -

MR. ROBERTS : DREE money. 

MR. DOODY: Yes, and 1705-07-Q2 Improvement and Reconstruction 

Capital $400,000; 07-02-03 New Construction Capital zero, and then 

there is a $15,000 amount in there for surveys, and 05 is new machinery 

$150,000; 06 Guardrail . Capital $20,000, and 07 Replacement of Old 

Bridges Capital $200,000. 

MR. ROBERTS: So there is really nothing in there to pay -

MR.. LUNDRIGAN : Tende-r caiis~ 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, I have already dealt with the 

gentleman from Grand Falls. 

MR. DOODY: There is 900 -

MR. ROBERTS: There is really nothing -

MR. SrnMONS: He does not know the difference 'Ed'. 

MR. DOODY: You will have to excuse me, Mr. Chairman. I have got 

the copies and the administrators have got the originals, so some of 

the copies are not -most of the - there is $5,~00,000 in there 

for highways, in salaries, so that accounts for the major, not the 

major part of it, but a substantial part of the vote, then there are 

the expenses,office and so on. The n~~t big one I see here is 

Summer Maintenance 03-Dl,$900,000; Local Roads and Grants to Municipalities 

$1.2 million; Winter Maintenance' $850,000; somethi~g or other of 

equipment, I guess it is repairs of equipment or replacement, $474,700, 

4115 



March 31, 1977 Tape 1474 (Night) 

Mr. Doody: 

and there is a Winter ~intenace of equipment, oh yes the 

other one is a Summer maintenance of equipment, Winter maintenance 

of equipment $800,000; and then all of the other stbheads are 

all blank until we get to those. 

MR. ROBERTS: But there is nothing of any significance on the 

capital account. 

MR. DOODY: That is right. That is right all the other 

amounts that are in here are $8,000 - yes there $70,000 -

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. DOODY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Although the tenders may be awarded -

That is right. 

- there will be no money for -

MR. DOODY: If the House votes against supply some of these 

cont~actors are going to be ir. very difficult -

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. DOODY: 

Even in worse shape than they··are in now. 

In worse shape than they are in now. 

PK - 2 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I was hoping, sir, in my few remarks 

that I made when the House met at 8:00 o'clock that I could pry some 

information out of the minister, shame the administration into 

making a statement of policy, but obviously, Sir, they are going to all 

this feeling of uncertainty and insecurity in the Province to exist. 

We are not going to get a statement of policy from the minister at 

this stage, I can see that, and so therefore, Sir, I do not want to 

waste any more time, except to ask the minister if it is possible 

during the remaining time that we have out of the seventy-five hours 

to have every department called when the Budget is brought down? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: Can the minister give us some assurance we will 

be able to get together and at least,even if it is only calling a 

department for an hour, let us decide the departments that we ~vant 

to spend a lot of time on, but can we have some assurance that every 

department will be called when the main estimates are brought down? 

MR. DOODY: You know, it would certainly be my desire• I would 

certainly like to see that. I would like to see all of the departments 

debated. How the time is allocated to each department I would hope 
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Mr. Doody: 

that it would be something that most peop~e can work out between 

themselves. There is obviously, and I would suspect and I have 

not been involved in the discussions, Mr. Chairman, but , you Y~ow, 

there is obv.iously some logistical or techcical problems .J~ ····­

somebody decides to spent ten hours on Education, and uses it on 

that particular subhead,or twenty hours on Finance you get into a 

difficult area. But hopefully some arrangement can be worked. 

out whereby if too many hours are bsed up on a particular department 

then perhaps the House Leader on this side can call a new head or 

something :or something of that arrangement, I do not know, but 

my understanding is that these people, the Rouse Leaders or 

4117 



Marc~ .31, 1977 Tape No. 1475 NM- 1 

~. DOODY: the leaders on both sides of the House, the 

two House Leaders, they are working toward that objective 

of getting all the departments called and have some debate 

on all of them. I would certainly welcome it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Port de Grave. 

MR. DAWE: I am not going to delay the House; just to make 

one pcint, I have been a member of this House as I said this 

afternoon for ten years, and I remember one night distinctly 

when I was sitting on the other side of the House we were 

here until five o'clock in the morning, passing bills such 

as this. And looking back over it, what was accomplished 

at that time? And sure I am not going to delay the House 

tonight. It is the government's responsibility to bring this 

bill before the House and th~y need this money to carry 

on the affairs of the Province. And any member,when the time 

~rises when the detailed estimates are presented they wi~l 

have due time in the proper manner to ask any pertinent 

question they wish to raise. 

But I did note under their schedule there, 

Mr. Cha,irman, items el~v~n to nineteen in particular, just 

about one-third of the amount required. And I do trust -

I will read them out, Mines and Energy, Forestry and 

Agriculture, Tourim, Fisheries, Industrial Development, 

Rural Development, Transportation and Communications, Public 

Works and Services and Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

That is just about one third of the amount asked. And I do 

trust probably some new employment or at least some new 

jobs that would be created in this expenditure. Or at least 

some of the men--will be taken on the job·~ particularly :fn 

Transportation and Communications. I understand some of this 

includes for the Spring maintenance. And I am sure a lot of 

the local people in all our districts, particularly the Highways 

Deoartment,are most anxious to get:back to work and I do trust 
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MR. DA~VE: that within that $13 million 

there is an item to get these men back to 't'lork as soon 

as possible. I do not kno't'l of any money in Municipal 

Affairs and Housing for housing construction which 

could be started at this time that would naturally 

create employment. And I do trust, Sir, that,as I 

say,some of these items would help create some back 

to work programmes, if nothing else, some back to 

work jobs and I trust that this will be helpful in 

this nature and I will be supporting this bill as 

presented. 

RESOLUTION 

That it is expedient to introduce a 

measure to prov~de f~r the granting to Her Majesty 

for defraying certain expenses of the Public Service 

for the financial year ending the 31st day of r.tarch, 

1978, the initial sum of one hundred and fifty-nine 

million six hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

($159,650,000). 

On motion, resolution carrieo. 

A bill, "An Act For Granting To Her t1ajesty 

Certain Sums Of Money For Defraying Certain Expenses 

Of The Public Service For The Financial Year Ending 

The Thirty-First Day Of March One Thousand Nine Hundred 

And Seventy-Eight And For Other Purposes Relating To 

The Public Service. 

On motion Clauses 1 thro~gh 3, carried. 

On motion, title carried. 

On motion, that the Committee rise, 

report progress and ask leave to sit again, Hr. Speaker 

returned to the Chair. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman. 

~·rr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply have consid.ered 

the matters to them referred, have directed me to report that they have 

adopted a certain resolution and recommend that a bill be introduced 

to give effect to same and ask leave to sit again. 

~- · SPEAKER: The Chairman of the Committee reports that they have 

considered the resolution to them referred and have reco~.ended that 

a bill be introduced to give effect to same. 

On motion resolution read a first and second time. 

¥F .• ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, before you enter this, are these debatable? 

AN RON. !-lE}fBEl?.: (In~udible) 

}ffi. SPE~..F.E~ : The han. Leader of the Opposition. 

~- . ROBE'I)'!S : Well,we are doing the resolution three time. I thought 

the bill was read three times. And my question is, is anything debatable 

at this stage? I have the impression it is not, that ~Te debate the 

matter only in Committee. If that is so, why are we reading 

resolutions three times? I mean, the bill ~rill be read three times. 
I 

~. DOODY: It says bills read a first, second and third time. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, I mean, I know what is written do~m on this piece 

of paper but that, with all respect, does not make it correct. ~fuat 

I am wondering is that we have debated the resolution in Committee. 

The resolution is reported to the Rouse, the House accepts the report. 

The bill is then brought in. I would have thought it is the bill that 

is read three times, and I am not objecting but I am just querying. 

I do not know t~y we are reading the resolution all these times. But 

I will quite happily accept any guidance on it, Sir. 

~-· SPEAKER: It is my understanding that the practice has been - and 

I ~~uld not be in a position to give the rationale for it - but that 

the practice has been ~hat the resolution is read twice and then the 

bill three times. But that the bill does not go back into Committee. 
. 

But that the resolution historically or by precedent is read twice. 

l"P" ROBEPT~ : What is the reason for it? 

7-'R. SPF.AKEF: The reason, I could not at the present moment give. 
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AN HON. MEMBER: Would it be to give the minister a chance to 

withdraw it~ 

IB-2 

YR. ROBERTS : We can argue over it but it makes no sense at all. 

I mean the resolution is debated thoroughly in Committee and as the 

gentleman for St. J9hn Is Center n·~r. Murphy) says' I think it is 

now well-established you could not debate the bill in the full House 

because the bill is thoroughly debaterl at Committee stage and then 

you know the Committee reports. And that being so, you know, as a matter 

of interest why are we reading a resolution twice and something else 

three times and then we will give something else four times. I mean 

. it just makes no sense as I understand the procedure. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. John's Center. 

}~. ~~PRY: Is it not a fact that one money bills a resolution must 

come that we debate at that stage and then the formality of then a 

bill because a bill must form a part of your -

}'R. ROBE:r>TS: It is not common ground,is it? 

~1R. "MUF.PRY: Yes. 

n. FOBEPTS: Then why read the resolution twice. 

~4_R. MUFPHY: Because you have debated it. Anyway it is a matter 

of form you 

MR. ROBERTS: 

~-· SPEAKER: 

pass. 

But why is it? 

It certainly seems to be a very valid point. He could 

alter our procedures to read the resolution once only and then the bill 

a first, second and third time and to dispense with the formality of 

reading the resolution twice in future. If any hon. member is aware 

of reasons that this would not be a satisfactory change - and I notice 

the member for St. John's East (~r. ~arshall) was making-

MR. ~~ APSHALL : vTe should read it twenty times or 100 times because 

there is very little that happens in this Rouse that makes sense anyway, 

you know. 

SOY.E RON • 1-1EMBERS : Rear, hear! 

t~. SPEAKER: I thank the hon. member for his considered opinion. 

SOHE HON. ml1BERS : Oh, oh! 
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.t-1R. SPEAKER: Well, it has now been read 

twice and perhaps between now and the next Supply Bill 

we shall have an opportunity to review the procedures, 

see any reasons that might be behind them and see "i'lha t 

develops therefrom. 

The Resolution has now been 

read a second time • When shall the bill be read a 

first time? 

MR. ?ECKFORD: (Acting House Leader): Now. 

On motion, a bill "An Act 

For Granting To Her .r.1ajesty Certain Sums Of Money 

For Defraying Certain Expenses Of The Public Service 

For The Financial Year Ending ,The Thirty-First Day Of 

March One Thousand Nine Hundred And Seventy-Eight And 

For Other Purposes Relating To The Public Service, .. 

read a first, second and third time, ordered passed 

and its title to be as on the Order Paper. (Bill No.38). 

MR. PECKFORD: Order 4, Bill No. 19. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order 4, Bill No. 19. The 

han. the Member for Port au Port adjourned the debate, 

I believe. 

MR. HODDER: Just as a matter of question 

Mr. Speaker, if neither one of us were to speak now, 

the minister is not here to close the debate. 

MR. PECKFORD: lie have made arrangements, t-1r. 

Speaker. The hon. the Minister of Industrial and Rural 

Development will handle the secane reading of the bill. 

MR. FLIGHT: Oh, they have made arrangements. 

MR. ROBERTS: You are going to get him lashed 

with a whip. 

MR. FLIGHT: That is it, give it to him. 

MR. HODDER: ~1r. Speaker, I just have a few 

words to say on the Bay St. George Community College. 

First I would like to talk about the political aspects 
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MR. HODDER: and how the thing came to be. 

I believe my colleague from LaPoile (Hr. Neary) said 

earlier that there would be no dancing in the streets 

of anyw~ere in Bay St. George concerning the 

instituting of the Bay St. George Community College 

and that is quite so, Hr. Speaker. Because for quite 

some time the people of Bay St. George have looked 

for something just a little bit more than a gathering 

together of the institutions that were there. 

However, that may be as it is, 

There were thre~ existing facilities in Stephenville 

which have been there for quite some time. I should 

not say Stephenville, I should say Bay St. George 

because the adult centre is in Stephenville, the trade 

school was in the District of St. George's and the 

heavy equipment school was also in Stephenville. 

What this legislation is doing is combining the three 

of these institutions and calling it the Bay St. George 

Community College. 

Now Stephenville - Bay St. 

George went through chaotic times over the past fifteen 

years • . They went through the closedown of the base, 

and after the closedown of the Ernest Harmon Air Force 

Base the Stephenville Adult Centre was the only real 

employer in that area. 

MR. SIMl>!ONS: How many people did they 

employ? 

MR. HODDER: At that particular time I do 

not know. The payroll was over the $1 million mark, 

there were perhaps - I taught there in 1967 or 1968, 

somehwere around there,and I suppose at that time we 

might have had 400 or 500 students all being paid 

Manpower grants depending on the size of their families 

etc. , , and this \'las the mainstay of the Stephenville 

economy throughout the period between the closedown of 
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HR. HODDER: the Ernest Har.rnon .Air Force 

Base and the opening of ~abrader Linerboard Limited. 
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MR. HODDER: And since that time we have had a few other 

small industries, Altantic Disign Homes are there which 

works on a seasonal basis. And we have a brewery which 

was touch and go until recently when Labatts took it over. 

And we have had industries come, we have had hockey stick 

factories and we almost had a orange juice factory at 

one time. And we have had something called RKO industries 

which did very little else but turn out some of those 

little lamps where the light goes through a little bearns 

or something else, Sir. But I do not think they 

ever came to anything. 

However in 1970 or 1969 someone announced that there 

would be a West Coast Regional Colleg~,and Stephenville 

put up a hard fight for that particular college and they 

felt that they had the right .- and I am just giving history 

now-they felt that the regional college, the West Coast 

Regional College, they felt that it should come there 

because at that particular time,and still to a great extent 

there were large dormitories there, large what they call 

bachelor officer quarters • There are dinning halls, all 

sort of classroom facilities. 

Of course this government at that particular time with 

their ?illion .dollar budgets and money flowing out of its 

ears decided they would put a college in Corner Brook and 

they built a brand new building and I still believe, Mr. 

Speaker, that it does not matter what type of building you 

have, that education can go on and you do not have to have 

a building in order to put out a good educational programme. 

But I am very biassed on that particular point. 

But anyhow , forget the promise of a technical institute, 

but we expected that something would be put in Bay St.George, 
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MR. HODDER: an educational facility which would mean 

something to the economy of Bay St.George1 and I do not 

think that the people of Bay St. George were out of line in thinki!lg -- ·· 

that because you know, it has been an insecure community 

for so long now that the people are almost giving up hope. 

I have talked to people now who have said," I was here 

when the base was here, I came back because Labrador Linerboard 

opened up. I am leaving now and I am not coming back anymore, 

I do not care what happens!' The whole fabric has been torn 

apart. Now that may not have anything to do with my 

remarks on the Bay St. George Community College but we did 

look for something more. 

I want to say now that as the minister outlined the 

programmes for the Bay St. George eommunity College he 

said that this would be a pooling together of programmes. 

And he said it would be programmes rather than buildings. 

In other words,the cle~~ implication ~as that we would nn~ PP~ 

new buildirtgs and therefore basically at the present time 

we have a director who is in charge of existing facilities. 

There has been no money paid for these buildings, 

though they are very expensive to keep up,but at the same 

time there has been no capital outlay. And during this 

whole time there has also been, as I mentioned before, 

the adult center which was the mainstay of the economy 

for Stephenville and the·Bay St. George area as well for 

-
such a long time, that has over the years been cut down, 

and cut down,until it is ~bout half the size it was when 

I taught there,! do not know how many years ago. 

Now to speak about the BTS programme, which is a 

programme which takes a student in and brings him up as fast 

as possible, he works at his own rate to a certain grade 
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MR. HODDER: 

level; they take a student and they test him and they put 

him in a certain level and they try to bring him - some 

student may reach from grade seven to grade eleven in ten 

months. Others may take longer. 

But this programme has been of great bene~it to my 

district, where I suppose most of the calls that I get from 

my district at the present time are to try to get into the 

adult center because the standard of education is low .in 

parts of my district and there is a tremendous demand 

for this. And I must say that when the ltinister of 

Education indicated the other day that the BT~ programme 

BtSD programme might be cut down at the adult center 

even by five per cent, this is disasterous because it should 

be expanded by twenty-five per cent or thirty per cent to 

meet the needs of the people who are there now. 

Now I can not blame that on the government, 

but I do urge the government to do everything in their 

power to try to get educational upgrading in this Province. 

And the people come from all over the Province to what 

we now call, I suppose, after this bill is passed the Bay 

St. George Community College. People come from all over 

Newfoundland for upgrading and I think that all members would 

recognize that to increase the standard of education in . . . 

this Province is a tremendous thing and it is something that 

we should all strive for. 
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Mr. J. Hodder: 

The minister mentioned when he introduced that certain 

things had gone on in the College. he mentioned a home appliance 

course which was a success, and it was an unqualified success. The 

business community found out that there was a lack of people who could 

sort of look after different things in the home, machinery, 

refrigerators, just general handymen who could be hired by a firm 

who sold anything ~rom television sets to electric ranges, I suppose, 

and they put ·off a very successful course. All of these people at 

the present time are working. 

Another sort of thing that has happened with the Bay 

St. George Community College is that at the aduit centre when the 

government was hoping to go ahead with the Lower Churchill, and the 

transmission line, a linesman's course· was initiated in what we can, 

I suppose, now call the Bay St. George Community College, but as it 

happened the thing was cancelled but the brakes did not go on at the 

Community College and so they are turning out linesmen now, and 

perhaps they will be ready by the time, if we ever do get the Lower 

Churchill underway. 

There are such plans as librarian's courses and all that 

sort of thing that can be put into, you know, programmes that the Bay 

St. George Community College can use. Now really the Bay St. George 

Community College is an exciting concept. I honestly believe that· it 

is an exciting concept. I will give a little example of what happened in 

my district with a LIP project. A group applied for a LIP project 

looking for a sheep hide tanning industry, Thereis a lot of sheep 

raising, it is probably the most argricultural thing that is done "in 

the district of Port au Port 1 Andso this project, they cured the 

hides, and I bought one of them, it cost me $20, I think, I was perhaps 

gyped, but anyhow I bought it, I got the first one that ever .came from 

there, but the only thing was that after the LIP project was over 

nothing happened. Now these are places that the College can go in, 

this is where we need the college to go in and take up where that project 
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Mr. Hodder: 

left off because that could become a viable industry in the area, and 

the Bay St. George Community Colle~e this is the c~ncept that they 

are hoping to work under, so that they can go into small communities 

and help out. 

In some communities right now the College is setting 

up contact committees, these committees are operating throughout m~ 

district, throughout the district of St. George's and in Stephenville. 

These contact committees are formed in the community and they feed back 

to the Bay St. George Community College the needs of their ccmmunity, 

and then the Bay St. George Community College must try to bring in 

programmes which will help that particular area. Now these programmes, 

if the Minister of Rural Development, you know, perhaps would not 

appreciate this, that those contact commi~tees of the Bay St. George 

Community College would come forward with ideas of things that they 

want in the College or want the College to help them with, perhaps 

Rural Development as well could help in the Bay St. George Community 

College,because it means that they have certain expertise with which they 

can walk into the communities, form those committees, have those 

committees thinking in terms of development and then they have the trained -

we hope,now this is where we get to the crunch in a little while- we 

hope they have the trained personnel to be able to go out and help them 

and to be able to get help from other areas of government. 

Now at the present time the College- I suppose .r can 

call it the college befo~c the billc~mes in ·- but it has 600 people 

in part-time programmes, and these range from welding, typing, woodworking, 

to fly-tying to law to a fishery course going on in one particular 

community where there is Bet mending being taught, and there is engine 

repair, out-board. engine repair and that sort of thing. There is 

also a sewing course, they go at that sort of thing, it-may be laughed 

at, but there is a sewing course going on out West in my friend from 

St. George's district (Mrs. Macisaac), and there is also academic 

upgrading going on at night through the Bay St. George Community College. 

4129 



March 31, 1977 Tape 1479 (Night) PK- 3 

Mr. Hodder: . 

Now this is new. 

Now most of the things that most people would say about 

the College are not new, but these particular things, the College 

is making an effort to get out into the communities to find out what 

their needs are, and to repsond to any needs that the communities 

might have. There are an awful lot of small communities in Bay St. 

George who need leadership. 

Another thing that the College may get into in time to 

come when cable T.V. comes,! understand that one of the concepts of 

cable T.V. is that within the community itself there can be sort of 

a closed curcuit community cable T.V. whereby local programming 

can be done, And- this has tremendous implications for an institution 

such as this because this means that the Colle2e can tt!';e t:hi !'; 

particular facility to educate people through the media, and it could 

become an educational channel in such an area. 
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¥R. HODDEF: 

The problem - and this is the problem with the Bay St. George Community 

College and this is why I tenc to agree with my collea?:ue from l.aPoile 

district (~r. Neary) in some of his coMments that he made - the problem 

is at the moment that ~~at has been done by the Department of Education 

or the Departl'lent of Technical and l 1ocational Education is that all that 

has happened at the present time is the melt::l.ng together. And those 

pro~rammes ~~ich I just mentioned are programmes which are being done 

by the principal, are being cone by teachers outside of classes, 

are being done as fast as you can. l~en the linesman's course Ca!'le 

up the director of the college was running crazy trying to get the 

linesman's course. I am sorry, not the linesman, the appliance repair 

course. ~~en that particular course was going on he was running to do 

this and that. When other members of the - and there are other members 

of the teaching staff who have in addition to their own teaching load, 

must run out and try to at n~ght and with all kinds of"dedication, and 

they have that, and all kinds of idealism, are running out a~d they 

are trying to do it haphazardly. 

Now the college has tremendous implications. But yet 

we do not have the people to do it. }low I ~-Till say this to you: 

You got it for nothing. It was there to start with. You have decided 

that you are going to cal~ it the Bay St. George Community Colle~e 

for political reasons. The political reasons are that the last election 

you did not want to go into an election without giving Stephenville 

something because we had fought for the regional college. Now what 

I am saying is please give us the manpower with the ability to 

develop what you promised you ~-Tould give us, because you promised 

us a technical college. We thought for a while we were going to get 

a regional college and now we have a community college. You promised 

us that. Just before the election it was announced. Just after the 

election a very good ~an, I might say, was appointed to head it up with 

a lot of idealism and a lot of go and a lot of gumption. But he is 

being stymied. 
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~. HOnDER: 

Now what I am asking the government to do is not to -

you know,we are in a position now that that is all we have. There is 

no sense knocking the Bay St. Georp.e Community -College because it is all 

we have. The only thin~ we can ask ~TC'ttt since you promised it to us, 

yo_u promised it to Bay St. GeorP-e, you promised us something, you have 

built up the expectations of the people,now give us enough peo~le, give 

us enough programmes, give ~s the facilities to be able to do ~o1hat you 

promised us. No~r that is basically what I have to say. 

~Tow I w:l.ll say something else about the Bay St. George 
. --

Community College. The Bay St. George Community Colle~eean become 

in Newfoundland to the forest industry what the Fisheries College 

is to the fishing industry. At the present time - and this ~o1as not 

all started since the new director came in - but at the present time 

the college is in the woods operation. They are training student 

loggers. They send people out to instruct in trailers, in trailer 

classrooms. They can teach _sa"t.nnilling. They have the capability 

to teach sawmilling up to a certain number of board feet - I do not 

know, _maybe the ¥inister of Rural Development knm.rs-~wt they have 

that capability at the present time. And the logging school is still 

going on in Bay St. George. 

As a matter of fact the other thing is that they are teaching 

the only wood scaling course that I believe is taught in perhaps 

the ~aritime Provinces,because we are having students come in now 

from Price, from Bowaters and from Labrador Linerboard Limited to learn 

scaling. Now I do not know what scaling is,but I do know that the 

paper companies recruit the students and the Bay St. George community 

college teaches them. 

Now what I would li~e to see is that I would like to see 

this aspect of the collep.e developed. v7hy cannot ~re becot'le - I know 

other t~tembers will say, t•Tell ~y not join us or ~ive a community 

college to (,rand Falls. And I agree ~-Tith that feeli.ng, or l-.•here it 

might be. But you kno~r different central areas of the 'Province. But 

~mat I am saying is that we have the structure there now. We have people 

w:llling to give 'What they have and l.re are movinP. into the ~-10ods industry 

in a ,:ery ~arge way. And let us be to the ~o1oods industry ,.,.,hat the Fisheries 
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''F. • . HOfiDE'?: 

College is to the fishing industry. 

50!-4E HON. ~EP..S: Rear, hear! 

?-'R. ROT'IDF.R: Now some of the dreams of the people who are in charge 

of the Bay St. Geor~e Community College at the moment are that they 

are trying to develop the expertise to cater to educational conferences. 

You know, we still have those dining halls and those residents. They 

are still there and many of them are empty. The college is very aware, 

of course,of the hotel situation and all that sort of thing but they 

are trying to get themselves geared up in such a way 

'--~- •• I 
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Mr. Hodder. 

that they can bring in the type of conference,and house the 

people cheaply,with conferences that would not normally come to 

the area; educational conferences, librarians' conferences. They 

even gave a room to the Liberal party when we had our caucus out 

there. I am quite sure that they would do the same thing for 

the gentlemen on the other side. But, you know, they are trying 

to develop this capability. 

MR. NEARY: Do not forget the Independent Liberals. 

MR. HODDER: Oh, the Independent Liberals, yes, certainly. 

There is also at the present time a need in the 

tourist industry for a hostess course. Has anybody ever realized 

that in a lot of restaurants - and I do not knock every hostess 

in Newfoundland - but in a lot 9f restaurants across the Island that 

there is a need for training of .people who cater to the public. And 

the Bay St. George Community College at the moment is planning a 

hostess course, you know, a course to train people to serve proper 

food, proper wine, and that sort of thing. Now· what they are doing 

at the present time is, again as I said - the principal of each one 

of the schools, the different people who have been picked for 

' administration are forgetting this and they are forgetting that, 

and they are running around, and they are trying to develop this 

particular programme. You know, there is also a ne,d,we are told, 

and I understand that the penitentiary, the correctional centre, 

as it is called, is coming to Stephenville. Now this is another 

place where the Bay St. George Community College can work very, very 

closely with the people who happen to be there for whatever a period 

of time they are there, and can have a real input into the correctional 

centre, because you just do not put people away for a year to punish 

them, you put them away to try to rehabilitate them, and this is one 

of the places where the Bay St. George Community College could be a 

gr-eat---asset-r L--might say also that the college is geared at the present 
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moment for the handicapped. There are provisions in the buildings 

as there are now to use wheelchairs and all that sort of thing. 

And if we do ever get a school for the handicapped in Stephenville, 

which was promised one time, and now, I think, it has probably gone 

to Corner Brook. I do not know what has happened politically 

on that. But if that sort of thing comes to Stephenville we 

can also help out in that particular way. But basically - I could 

talk here for perhaps hours and hours about beauty culture and 

all the things that are there--but basically all we have right now 

are the three schools pool~d together,with dedicated personnel 

who want to do things in the communities, to be able to develop 

the communities, to be able to help with local governments, to be 

able to have personnel to run courses, and they need the help. 

You got the buildings free; you have put it together; you have 

called it a name. And I call on the government, with your promises in the 

past, Please make this college something that we can proud of and 

something that can also add an economic base to Bay St. George. There 

are~ny, many things on the West Coast where this college can bring 

students in. We have the residence space. We do not have to worry 

about building new residences. We can bring people in from across the 

Province for whatever need, but what I would like to see are ~nstructor~, 

skilled instructors and personnel in that particular college that when 

a programme is needed in this Province, if the Province launches into 
I 

a new scheme, if the Lower Churchill opens or whatever happens, that 

these people can be quickly - that we can put on courses quickly to be 

able to look after the needs of the Province. And I for one feel 

that this sort of skill and this sort of expertise has been confined 

to the Avalon Peninsula. And we have the capability on the West Coast, 

we have the capability in Stephenville to do and to train just as well 

as you have it here. And if the government leaves it as it is, 

if we are.left with just the combining of the three, and if you think 

the people of Stephenville are happy with it the. wLy-it is, they .are not 
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Bu.t I for one support the Bay St. George CoDUilunity College. But 

in a year's time after watching what happens, if the government 

does not come through with the appropriate money, with the 

appropriate staff, I will be taking quite a different stance 

here in the House of Assembly if I am still around. Thank you • 

.. -- .-
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SO'~ HO~. ~EPS: Hear, hear! 

~. SPE.AKER: I understand that the hon. member is speaking on 

behalf of the hon. ~inister of Education. That being the case,when 

the hon. minister speaks he will close the debate. 

The hon. member for Stephenville. 

~~. MCNEIL: 1~r. Speaker, I just have a few brief remarks. }'y 

hon. colleague for Port au Port (}fr. Hodder) has outlined the 

community college very well. But the idea of the community college 

as was stated by the administrator is si~ply just an idea. And it 

said it is not an institution nor a building. Last year around election 

time we saw the name Bay. St. George Community College going up on 

several buildings in the Bay St. George area. To me that proves 

that the college has to have some kind of a buildin~ to operate 

from. And the whole concept of the Bay St. George Community College 

is to serve the basic needs of the community. If this is the case in 

the Stephenville area, the Bay St. George Community College has to serve 

the community of Stephenville in the Bay St. George area industrially 

as well as in a recreational sense. 

Industrially, for example, the logging operations, we are 

seeing a little bit of advancement in that area. And the community 

college can become a very viable institution to the Linerboard oper~tion 

as well as to other mills in our Province. But will the community 

college have a budget adequate enough to extend their programmes, to 

have advanced training in the technical field? As it now stands I 

do not think so. They are setting up little courses, quick courses, 

in the evening. They are trying to squeeze in a full pror-ramme just 

to sell the idea, to get people geared up for the community college. 

Now in Ste?henv:i.lle,the people have gone through a lot 

and they have been very flexible over the past years. They will accept 

the idea. They will themselves more than the government develop that 

colle~e into a worth-while college where they themselves can be proud. 

But they cannot do it if the finances are not behind the college. The idea 

i s -only as good as the money that isbeh::l.nd it:- And, Mr. Speaker, when we 
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have to rely on a provincial budget I see very little chance of success 

for the college. ~1e have already witnessed,as my hon. colleague stated, 

a reduction in the BTSD adult training programme. Row many more reductions 

are we going to see after the institution becomes one year old? I 

think we will see further reductions. 

lve have seen the college give back a few of their 

residential buildings that they used to use for their dormitory space 

for their male and female students. This has gone back now to the 

Harmon Corporation. Again a further reduction in their buildings. 

Will the community college help communities, little farming communities 

out in my hon. colleague's district in St. George's? Will it go into 

farming? Can it go into farming? Again it depends on the budget. 

r'.r. Speaker, I do not .,rctnt to deal 't.,.::f th too much time on 

it,but the whole concept of the Bay St. George Community Colle~e is 

a good concept and it has to be made a colle~e whereby in Bay St. 

George it is serving the community needs. And the co~unity needs, 

especially in my own distric~ are mostly in industrial development 

and recreation. Recreationally the . college does not serve a function 

at all at the present time. For example,we have a facility, a swimming 

pool that was operated by the local parish church group. They had to 

close up operation because they did not have the finances to support 

it. The colle~e could take in this facility, could operate it, could 

train young people in the recreational field, not only in swimming but 

they could use it to other activities as well. 
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Mr. McNeil: 

But they decided not to have the college concept move around buildings, 

they say it is just an idea, it is the needs of the community. One 

of the needs of the community of Stephenville is in recreation, and 

the swimming pool need has to be served. And I think the college 

has a duty to pick up the vacuum that is now in, for example, 

the aquatic area. 

Mr. Speaker, I will support the bill but I do it very 

reluctantly. I think that the college has very little chance of 

success mainly because it will be restricted financially because 

our Province does not have the money to put into the college. We 

have seen the Regional College develop and I think that the Regional 

College concept could have been put aside for the time being and we 

could have maybe developed the Community College concept first, · and 

utilized the existing facilities as we have in most of the communities 

already. 

I believe it is nothing more than a name change, the 

Moores P.C. Government must m~ke a mark some place, and the existing 

facilities like the vocational schools across the Province will 

eventually be changed1 I would imagine,to represent community colleges, 

and you will see very little change in programmes. It will just be 

a name change and the Moores P.C. Government will take the credit 

of establishing the community colleges. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill and I do hope that 

the government will give enough leeway to the community college so it 

has an adequate budget to meet the basic needs of the communities so 

that the communities will grow along with the community college. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member from Naskaupi. 

MR. J. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, in addressing a few remarks to this 

legislation it obviously is a s?ecific to the Bay St. George area, 

but if I could for just a couple of minutes in supporting this bill 

speak to the idea or the concept of a community college in general,not 

specifically the Bay St. George, but any community college, I just 
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Xr. J. Goudie: 

have a couple of comments to make. 

First of all,I am not familiar at all with the Bay 

St. George area of this Province. I have driven in the proximity 

of that area, but I certainly have not travelled the area at all 

by vehicle, but I am assuming that most of the communities in that 

area are connected by roads, perhaps one of the -

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes,they are. 

MR. GOUDIE: Yes .,they are'? Okay. 

But just thinking in terms of Labrador for a few minutes, 

particularly the coastal area of Labrador, and the facility that we 

have right now in the Happy Valley area, the District Vocational 

School there which I am told by educators is comparable to any 

similar facility in the Province as a whole. I think the concept 

of a community college could be adapted to that particular facility 

and apparently the process would not all be that difficult or 

complicated to adapt to that situation. Of course, the people who 

operate the vocational school, the principals and the staff 

wo~ld obviously have to be, not necessarily select, but at least 

highly qualified people. 

Co-ordination,! think,probably would be the main 

concern of adapting a district vocational school to a community college 

concept, at least in my opinion. And I have difficulty in trying 

to understand the concepts - to understand,at least in my head, the 

concepts of a regional college, a community college, a district 

vocational school, the other facilities, particularly the c~ncept 

of a polytechnical institute as well. They are all a little confusing 

to me. 

But I think in this Bay St. George Community College 

with the legislation in front of us now,and any others for that matter, 

one thing I think perhaps should be borne in mind which would apply, 

I would assume,to other parts of the Province other than Labrador,and 

that is the idea of perhaps trying to bring some of the facilities of 
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such a college to outlying communities, and I have to use Labrador 

as an example here because the coastal 
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MR. GllUD IE : communities of Labrador are not connected 

by any means other than boat in the Summer, air travel in 

the Wintertime, or snowmobile, if you are so inclined to 

do so. But there must be courses that can be offered, 

that are being offered in vocational schools~community . 

colleges and so on,which could perhaps relieve an 

instructor from ..;dthin the facility the facility itself for 

two , three weeks or perhaps a month, 'to get out into 

the communities,to offer some of the restricted programmes, 
./ 

perhaps even BTSD system where upgrading can take place 

at lease to a high school level,and the instruction be 

of a quality which would make the high school certificates -

once one qualified for them~to be competitive with any 

other high school certificate from a regular facility. 

Because I do not think in our educational facilities we 

should be concerned with just the single people who may be 

attending such facilities,or people who perhaps can afford 

to be there,but we should also be concerned with the married 

people, male or female, who because of home responsibilities 

and home conmdtments may not be able to travel from a 

community,like Nain for instance, to the Happy Valley-

Goose Bay area to take advantage of such a facility. I think 

that is one concept that the Department of Education should 

consider and that is the possibility and the practicality 

of taking some of the courses, the academic courses and 

perhaps some of the other more technical courses to the 

community as opposed to setting ~p a system whereby always 

people in a community have to travel to a central locality. 

I just wanted to make that point in supporting the bill for 

the community college at Bay St. George. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear~ 
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MR. SPEAKER: Ron. member for Baie Verte-White Bay. 

HR. RIDEOUT: I just have one short point to make and 

that is ralative to clause 19 and that is the submission 

of the budget·. I do not recall in the debate that went on 

a few days ago if anybody made this point so far,but I 

do recall that when we passed the bill relative to the 

Polytechnical Institution a few days ago there was an 

amendment saying that the budget of that institution 

would be submitted by the minister to the House. I 

believe that was a good precedent and I would hope that 

the same thing could happen with this particular bill. 

Clause 19 as it stands right now does not have that 

particular thing into it; it just says that the institution 

itself will submit an annual budget to the minister, 

the board of trustees of the college. I believe the precedent 

established a few days ago i~ the Polytechnical Institute 

was a good one and I would hope that the minister in 

speaking to close debate would give some indication -

well I would actually hope that he would propcse that 

an amendment be made to clause 19 so that the same rule, 

the same precedent that was established here a few days 

ago,could apply to the community college at Bay St.George 

area. 

MR.. SPEAKER: 

the debate. 

If the hen. minister speaks now he closes 

The hon. minister. 

MR. LUNDRIG&~: Mr. Speaker~ a few remarks. Just first of all T 

want to say to the House that the Minister of Education 

regrets that he is not able to be here • He is in Lewisporte 

attending an educational function and he wants me to pass 

on to all hon. members his sincere thanks for the 

contribution that has been made to date in the debate,and I 

think had he been here for the last hour or half an hour 
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since we have been on the debate he would have been even 

more appreciative because there have been some very constructive 

comments made. On clause 19,just to be specific for a 

moment,I believe that the minister will deal with this 

particular reference when we get into a committee stage. 

It is not a bad suggestion but I would suggest to .. the 

hon. member that really if a budget is submitted to the 

minister it is indirectly' submitted to the House. Now 

he will have to tell the minister when we get into 

committee '¥hether this was the same type of thing with 

respect to the Polytechnical Institute and whether 

that amendment was carried with a clause of this nature. 

The minister would have to deal with that and of course 

he will have a response I am sure. The member for 

Stephenville, I appreciate the fact that he made some 

excellent comments • I got a little bit concerned, I 

am not chiding him at all, I am certainly not try to 

belittle his imput,but I always get a little bit concerned 

when people dig a six foot hole and go and look for a 

body and ask for pallbearers •. And that suggests to me that 

there is a negativism about the comments and I am a little 

worried about this kind of attitude because I 

believe that the first step towards achieving the goals 

that were suggested should be achieved by the member,and 

the member for Port au Port who was very definitive in 

his remarks,is the act that we have before us, the 

formalization of the establishment of a community college 

and of course the necessary funds will have to be made 

available as we grow into new programmes that will be 

required in the particular area. 
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: I believe that the member for Kilbride (Mr.Wells) 

if he'were here tonight would have spoken,if he has not already 

spoken,and would have said what I am going to say,and that 

is the quality of education in a region is not necessarily 

-tied directly to the number of dollars that accrue to 

a region, it is not necessarily tied to the size of the building, 

the quality of the furnishings, the provincial expenditure, 

the dollars that are put forward,and I had a few years in the 

field of education, like my colleague from Port au Port 

(~r. Hodder) which was quite obvious· listening to his remarks 

tonight. And I can say that I have seen situations in communities 

where tremendous contributions were made by not necessarily teachers 

as we understand teachers, trained ~nd pr~fessional people,but 

by citizens and teachers with very limited types· of technical 

support and back up but with a dedication and ideas and innovativeness 

and so on that could help them in trying to g~t development 

and get peorle participating. 

This kind of a concept, the community college concept, 
. 

is one of the finest concepts that has been introduced to this 

particular Legislature. I believe that it . is the first time 

in the Province that a formal move has been made to put into 

legislation something which is a concept that is more applicable 

to our Province and the North, the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) 

has made reference to it, than any other part of the country~ 

The member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudi) really reminded me of th~ 

first year I was out of school and working, about fifteen or sixteen 

years of age, down in Knob Lake building a bit of railway track and 

I had finished high school and had gone down working with an 

extra gang on the railway and one of the chaps out of the few 

members of the crew that we had was a professor from Frontier 

College.And I said, "What is this professor business?" I 

automatically assumed he had seven doctor degrees and maybe 

even could convene some kind of a policy conference at some 

given stage and so oL and so forth. And I came to find out 
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: that he was an average, ordinary worker, a 

railway worker who was affiliated with Frontier College, 

~-1hich has as its constituency the whole of our country. 

And that college has found its way into remote parts 

of the country t-There people who were attached to the 

college really offer programmes. · No facilities worthwhile, 

Books, ideas and this kind of thing, and this is not to say 

that that is what we will have in the Bay St. George area but 

the idea that the member for Naskaupi (Mr.G~udi~) picked up 

is perhaps this concept with variations and modifications 

can very well be a very, very useful instrument for development 

in ~articularly Coastal Labrador. I am certainly for it and I 

know a number of my colleagues are very, very strongly behind 

using this kind of mechanism, this kind of instrument,!£ you 

want, for development. 

As a matter of fact I do not mind saying that recently 

we have had a conversation among our colleagues in Cabinet 

about this kind of instrument again which is being formalized 

here in the form of a college for a particular region of the 

Province. I was most impressed with most of the remarks of 

the member for Port au Port. He is obviously very familiar 

with his topic. He worked in the area. He is an educator 

and he excited me, Mr. Speaker, by not only saying that 

we have a number of bodies there in the present area but 

he defined for the House,as far as I am concerned, what 

a community college is all about. And maybe the member 

for Naskaupi (Mr.Goudie) raised a question about the 

complication. We talk about the university, heavily academic 

oriented, almost a classical education; a regional college, the 

same ty~e of orientation,is it not? Heavily academically oriented 

and essential, certainly essential not for every community but 

for various regions throughout the Province which I hope will take 

place in the future. 
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: Then you get into your trade school. Again 

it is a very sophisticated technical eduation. The polytechnical 

institute is again an advancement of you technical education. 

In the community college with your adult education, a side of 

technical education to it, and maybe even - not maybe even, 

certainly an academic edge to it, is it not, with __ vour upgrading 

school and the like, also has a capability of looking around 

your community,which might mean the whole of the West Coast 

of the Province,and saying that we have got a need in Doyles to have 

people skilled and qualified in doing something with the wool 

that we have there right now,with the new industry that 

we have built up to do something with the wool in this Province. 

We need some skills that we_ now do not have. 

Let us adapt a quick programme, it does not cost necessarily 

a lot of money to address ourselves to that problem, .get- the 

people involved and get the college, your useful tool of development. 

Not 'to say that the higher sophisticated academic thing is 

not necessary- and very vital but it is--a ... 
'------· 

4147 



~!arch 31, 1977 Tape 1486 

MP. LUNDPIGAN: 

different type of endeavour and this is -

JL~ RON. ~~EF: Into the community? 

IB-1 

YR.. L l:JNDRIGAN: Into the co~nity. It is an educational institution 

but it is also very heavily edging on development, local needs, things 

that people can do to help their economy, to help in their homes, to 

help ~dth a more meaningful living in their community, to help o;.:rith 

maybe a richer existence in their homes which might not necessarily 

have an economic angle to it at all. 

~. BODDEP.: If the minister would allow me for a second. I mentioned 

the LIP project for the tanning industry. Now, you kn,w, I honestly 

believe that if the Bay St. George Community College had had the 

technical expertise or the money to be able to bring somebody in to 

heln those people who were stumbling around drying she~p skins over 

sawn off barrels, that this could be an industry on the peninsula today 

perhaps employing two men, perhaps three. And that to me is 

development and that could mean ~~y the college could work, if the proper 

money and experience and expertise is put into it. 

~. Lt~FJGAN: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for that kind of 

comment. I think he has got a very reasonable attitude. I believe 

he has got a very k~en understanding. Now he has gotten on to another 

angle which I want to make a couple of remar~s about. He is saying 

that if we do not get this great institution that the people have 

been let dotm because of the fact that there is e:l.ther existing or 

anticipated economic hardship, economic disadvantage, unemployment 

and the like. Now I can sympathize with that. And every me~er of the 

government, I am sure every member of the legislature, feels the same 

concern, that in his re~ion and in many regions of the Province there 

is not adequate opportunity for our people. We know that and we have 

had it for years. We will have it for decades into the future in parts 

of our Province~and perha?S in almost the entire Province. 

But the hon. member certainly cannot make the comment 

realistically that because there is a big measure of d:f.sadvantage or 
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YR. Ll'ND'PIG~~: 

disparity that you must sort of just take dollars to bu:!.ld sol'!eth:lng 

bigger without recognizing the fact that you are not asking to meet 

an educational need, the member is asking that there be an economic 

need met. This is the kind of lack of realism that we are all guilty 

of. I am guilty of it as the member for Grand Falls. The member 

for Green Bay 0."r. Peckford) is guilty of it. The hon. Premier is 

guilty of it and all of us are. When we have a problem we tend 

to say, Now what are we going to do about it? Like I was trying to get 

an opportunity this afternoon in_response to the .member for Burgee-

Bay d 'Espoir ().'r. Simmons): l-That are we goinp.: to do about it? 

Well let us take a nice bundle of dollars, government 
l 

dollars and go on and we will build a bigger road, a broader road, a 

wider road, a bigger institution or whatever the case might be. Now 

that is not going to solve the problem. That is going to be an 

artificial economy in place. But I believe the hon. member has to be -

I think both members really are the most directly affected - have to 

be really satisfied that the government have made a determined bi~. ~·Tith 

respect to this particular angle that the minister is on with this bill 

that is before the Rouse. 

AN RON. ~'BEP.: We have to wait and see. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: We have to wait and see. The institution will be 

established. The concept will be brought to birth and brought to 

life in the Province. Hopefully it can be a foot in the door for 

some· of the thinking that hon. members across the way are presenting 

to government. And certainly if the move is made, the programmes get 

off the ground, they are successful, they get some good publicity, 

people -start to perceive the arlvantage of them around the Province, 

then there is a sort of a decentralizing of the government to that 

particular region. And this government has been very decentralist 

in its attitude on matters of this nature, Mr. Speaker. 

I believe the members have made an excellent input from 

the point of view of the government and the minister in particular. 
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'MF.. LUNDRIGA.Ti: 

He will be very pleased with reading in Hansard the remarks of the 

hon. gentlemen aeross the House this evening and a~ain on his behalf 

I want to express his appreciation for the contribution that has 

been made. 

SOME HON • ]"EMBERS : Hear, hear! 

On motion a bill, "An Ac:t To Establish The Bay St. George 

Community College,n read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee 

of the Whole Rouse presently by leave. (Bill No. 19) 

Motion second reading of a bill, "An Ac:t Respecting 

Timber Scalers." (Bill No. 37) 
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~~.-~PEAKER: The hon. Minister of Forestry and Agriculture. 

HR. HA~ARD: Just a few explanatory words on this bill, 

}rr. Speaker. It is really a consolidation bill. Under the present 

system of registering or licencing or giving permits to peoole 

to scale timber can be done under three acts, three existing 

acts; the Crown Lands Act, the Logging Camps Act, the Weight and 

}!east;res Act. And what we are doing in this bill now is to bring it 

all into one piece of legislation. There are very few new provisions, 
;J 

very minor ones,I should sav. There is authority given for a Board of 

Examiners to issue certificates and renewal certificates now.under 

the new legislation as opposed to no board, but being issued by the 

minister entirely previously. And it provides for the issuing of 

scaling manuals and instruction scaling techniques. The provisions 

for licencing of scalers will be tightened up somewhat so that we ensure 

that people who are licenced for scaling under the act will be more 

capable of dofng the job well and more familiar with the job before 

they are issued a licence. And the act also provides for conversion 

to the metric units of measurement. I do not think it is necessary 

to say too much more on the timber scalers. I would assume that all 

bon. members are aware of what the act is, and why we have timber 

scalers' licences. I would be happy to answer any questions 

that hon. members may have. I move second reading. 

MR. NEARY: How much are the licences? 

MR.. MAYNARD : The licences at the present time are $5.00, 

the initial licence. 

MR. NEARY: Will that be changed now,the $5.00? 

MR. MAYNARD: It is proposed to make some changes but these 

will come within regulations to be made under the act at a later 

date. It is also proposed in the new regula~ions · that we would have 

a renewal fee as opposed to the system at present where there is no 

charge for the renewal of ' tfie certificate. 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr. Collins): The hon. member for Windsor- Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, there is not very much that can 

be said about this particular bill at this time. I do reserve 
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Mr. Flight. 

the right, and I am sure my colleagues will reserve the right, 

to look at each clause, clause by clause during Committee. There 

have been a few concerns raised since the bill arrived on our desk, 

that we want to be sure that the rights of the existing scalers, 

the scalers who are presently licenced in this Province that their 

rights are not jeopardized. I know of scalers in this Province 

who have got Grade VI, Grade VII education and who have made 

their living scaling all their lives up to this point. And I 

would certainly surely oppose any set of standards that may indeed 

make it difficult for them to carry on their trade. I wonder also -

it appears that this bill will cover all scalers in Newfoundland. 

Up to now I think it has been the practice to licence scalers, but 

it has alo been the practice that the logging companies trained, 

hired and paid their own scalers. And I am not aware - the minister 

can certainly inform my colleagues whether or not a scaler for a 

private company, Price (Nfld.) or Bowaters, scaling Price wood, if 

there is a requirement that they be licenced? 

MR. MAYNARD: I will answer that in Committee. 

MR. FLIGHT: The minister is going to answer in Committee. 

If there is not a requirement now that 

all people scaling wood in this Province be licenced, there is 

no way that I would personally support the bill if there is 

a possibility that people to this point in time who have been 

scaling, regardless of what their qualifications are, if there is 

any possibility that their jobs will be jeopardized in favour of 

someone who is coming in more qualified, more highly educated, or 

more technically trained. We have to protect the rights of the 

people who are in the business. 

And, Mr. Speaker, since we are going to licence 

scalers and make scalers accountable to the Province, maybe we could 

broaden the scope a little bit. We have scalers on every project in this 
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M_~. Flight. 

Province tight tlow, particularly I atn. thinking of the paper cotn.panies, 

and there is practically no - I aJn not aware - of course this wi 11 

be ~r_g.um~t~!:f v~ t - I am not aware that this government has got 

any .protect.ion in the woods at all. We talked about -
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Mr. Flight: 

I raised an issure in this House last year, Mr. Speaker,about 

brows of the wood were left to rot in the woods, truck loads uDon 

truck loads, thousands of cords of wood being left strewn around 

the countryside. Hr. Speaker, that is still happening. T!lere 

is still on the roads being logged by paper companies in this 

Province today hundreds, thousands of cords of wood left to rot. 

There is a ~eason for it; it is not economic,as far as the comapny 

is concerned. They go in and take what pays the most and they leave 

what they want to leave. 

Now the Premier in August of 1976, I think, made a 

statement that the logging industry in Newfoundland, the forestry 

products of our economy, a part of our economy, provide 2,500 jobs 

in this Province, and it is hoped in five years to double that to 

5,000. He also indicated that we have to utilize our bark, the 

tops of trees, sawdust, everything. And how anyone can reconcile 

that statement with what is actually happening in our woods today 

it is beyond me. Anyone who would make that statement,or any minister 

of the Crown who makes that statement is obviously not in touch with 

what is happening in the woods operation in Newfoundland today, and 

that includes Price (Nfld.) and Bowaters, it may indeed include 

the local sawmill operators,! do not know, but I do know what Price 

(Nfld.) is doing and Bowaters. 

SOME RON. MEMBER: Lay it on him. 

MR. FLIGHT: 

Premier the reference. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR.. RIDEOUT : 

is irrelevant too. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

The Premier - I will reiterate, recap for the 

Oh, oh: 

I may be irrelevant, Mr. Speaker -

The Minister from Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) 

Lots of times. 

The Premier will remember in August of 1976 

making a statement that the logging industry of this Province employs 



March 31, 1977 Tape 1488 (Night) PK - 2 

Mr. Flight: 

2,500 people, and that it is his hope and his intention and his 

administration's intention to double that work force in five years. 

PREMIER MOORES: When did I say that? 

MR. FLIGHT: You said it in - well I will produce the quote 

for you, It was made to the press. I have the clipping. 

PREMIER MOORES: Twenty-five hundred jobs. 

MR. FLIGHT: It is presently - there are roughly 2,500 jobs, 

and it is your hope to increase it by 2,500, and double the work force 

or the gobs that can be had as a result of our forestry resources. 

Now what I am saying, Mr. Speaker, and assuming that I 

am quoting the Premier literally, what I am saying is this that it is 

very difficult for anybody who knows, who have seen the operations of 

Bowaters and Price (Nfld.) to reconcile that statement,because you 

went further and the hon. Premier said, Mr. Speaker, that we have 

to utilize the sawdust, the bark, the stumps, the tops, we have to 

utilize all of the forest resource. 

AN BON. MEMBER: He says, he did not say that. 

MR. FLIGHT: Yes,he said it. The Premier said it in a statement. 

Mr. Speaker, when I travel Price (Nfld.) roads and 

see hundreds of cords of wood left to rot on the ground that will never 

be picked up, when I watch thousands of cords of wood free floating in 

Red Indian Lake, and there is twice as much ther~ this Spring than there 

was last Spring,then one can say, What is the Premier talking aboutr 

So maybe, Mr. Speaker- I will not dwell on that 

any more- maybe what we shCiuld do is · enlarge the resp(.1~sibility of 

scalers who will be licenced by this Province that will in effect 

be representatives of this Province to report on those kind. c•f > 

activities. They will see it firsthand, Nobody else,in my opinion, 

Sir, and nobody else representing the Department of Forestry or the 

minister is either telling it as it is,or if they are telling it as 

it is nobody is listening is to them. Thousands of our cords of 

wood are rotting. The Linerboard over there, the biggest problem 
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they have is that they cannot get wood that is cheap enough to 

operate a mill on, while at the same time Price (Nfld.) and Bowaters 

are allowed to waste. hundreds, and hundreds and thousands of cords 

of wood, and maybe, Sir, this bill could be enlarged to give the 

scalers the right to report on that type of thing. The loggers 

themselves are doing itj but nobody is listening to them. The 

loggers knov what is going on in the woods. They know the tremenc!ous 

waste that is happening in Price (Nfld.) and Bowaters operations. 

So, Mr. Speaker, maybe it is time that we had someone 

in there eight hours a day and who has got the authority and knows 

the operation, and knows when 
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MR. FLIGHT: ~vood is being wasted. The Minister of Manpower, 

the former Minister of Forestry and Agriculture,to1d me at 

one time last Summer that he believed what I said about the 

wood floating around Red Indian Lake and that he lvas going 

to verify and that he would do something about it. Well I 

will tell this House now that he may have verified it but 

he did nothing about it. There is more wood in Red Indian 

Lake right now than there was last Summer this time. 

Price (Nf~d.) put-. on a great . show for the gener~l 

public of this Province. They hired sixteen or seventeen 

people, cleaned up Buchans Landing, cleaned up the park, 

cleaned up all the areas that is obvious to the general 

public and that is it. Finished. 

MR. NEARY: You should get that guy on television. What is 

his name? 

PREMIER MOORES : Bruno Gerussi. 

MR. ~ARY: Yes, what is the name of the programme? 

PREMIER MOORES : The Beachcombers. 

MR. NEARY: The Beachcombers, get-The Beachcombers. 

~. FLIGHT: I have talked, Mr. Speaker, with officials of the 

Department of Forestry and Agriculture and I have found in the 

officials of the Department of Forestry a reluctance to agree with 

what I am saying. They defend the companies. The say that there 

is nothing we can do about it, officials of the Department of 

Forestry. 

Then the Premier says that we have to utilize our bark. 

Well, Mr·. Speaker, maybe we should enlar-ge this bill, give the 

scalers the right to tell us what is happening in the woods. Maybe 

we will believe then. We believe everything that Price (Nfld.) 

tells us. 

·~ 

Mr. Speaker, I have_ a letter signed' by one of the former 

ministers of forestry, the present bon. Minister of Health, 

that an individual a~plied for a licence to cut white pine on 
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MR. FLIGHT: Price limits, and Price (Nfld.) had decided 

that they did not want him cutting white pine on their limits. 

Now they were not cutting it. They do not utilize white pine. 

It rots on the stum?, falls down. The Buchans Task Force indicated 

that there is something like 10 million board feet of white 

pine in the Lloyds River- Red Indian Lake area and that they 

recommended that that resource be utilized. 

As I understand it, Price (Nfld.) immediately said, 

"Oh well,if it is there we will utilize it. We are prepared 

to look at a joint venture." Suddenly when it became obvious 

to them that somebody else might go in on their limits they 

wanted to utilize the white pine that they ignored for 

fifty years. And in requestirg from the Minister of Forestry that 

this gentleman get a permit to cut white pine, the Minister of Forestry 

wrote a letter back and he indicated to the gentleman who was prepared 

to go in and utilize and cut the white pine that the was sorry he could 

not help him get a licence because Price (Nfld.) had informed him 

that they needed all the white pine that grew on their limits to 

build bridges for their operations. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when a minister of forestry in this Province 

is prepared to accept carte blanche that type of a thing from Price 

(Nfld.) or from any other logging company,then the forestry industry 

in this Province is in trouble. I do not know how much digging 
. .. . 

into the matter he did. I do not know how much looking into 

and seeing exactly what Price was saying he actually did,but 

I saw his letter that indicated to this gentleman that he was 

not prepared to have hfm ~ut white cine. Maybe if the scalers 

were licenced, maybe if they had some responsibility for this 

type of thing they would have advised the minister that p,..i,.,. 

(Nfld.) would not use one hundredth of the white pine that 

is rotting on their limits in building bridges and that we should 

utilize it. And so, Mr. Speaker, we can go on and on. 

---Wea re going to l icence scalers. I suggest, Mr. Speaker, 

in licencing scalers we would broaden their responsibilities 
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MR. FLIGHT: and put them in a position to tell the 

minister and tell his officials and tell the public 

of this Province what is actually going on on the 

timber l~its of the two paper companies in this Province. 

Mr. Speaker, the pa~er companies are getting 

away with murder in this Province. And nobody will believe 

it,but they are getting away with murder and they should 

be sto~ped. We have a linerboard mill over there that 

if all the timber that Price (Nfld.) have allowed to rot 

and float free,and Bowaters were allowed to rot and float 

free over this last ten years, if they had that supply we 

would not have to worry about bringing any timber in from 

Labrador or closing down the mill. 

I am wondering if the present minister is going 

to take any more of a stand on this than the past minister 

did. The issue was brought up in this House a year and a 

half ago and I have noticed no indication, no action at 

all on some of the requests that were made. 

The minister said, Price (Nfld.) said wrote an 

official letter to the Minister of Consumer Affairs and 

Environment 
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~"1'. • FLIGHT : 

and suggested that the logging- that the sacking of Red Indian Lake, 

the cleaning up of ~ed Indian Lake was going on as normal, they were 

carrying out their normal sacking operations. Thousands of cords of 

wood floating free and they had never sacked ~ed Indian Lake. And the 

indications are now they never intend to sack Red Indian Lake. And 

if the ministry is not prepared to put the pressure on and say, You 

will clean up Red Indian Lake and you will stop wasting our resources, 

they will"never sack it and the wood will keep sinking to the bottom. 

And they will keep goinr; back in and cutting free standing timber. 

And that, Sir, any way you look at it is a loss to the economy of th:ls 

Province. 

Mr. Speaker, I will support and I suspect that this side 

will support the legislation that would set up a board and require 

that scalers be licensed. But I would strongly recommend to the minister 
. . 

that in so doing he would look into the possibility of broadenin~ 

that bill to give the scalers the right to tell what is going on, and 

not only t~ tell, to report what is happening in on these timber limits. 

Price (Nfld.) , !A'r. Speaker, and Bowaters are a power onto themselves 

in this Province. They recognize no authority only their own 9and 

I doubt very seriously if they have ever had any authority to 

contend with by way of inspection in the ~~ods where the action is, 

~1here the things I am. talking about are happening. 

The minister or his assistant minister or his assistant 

deputy minister should go in and see first hand what is happening. 

And I would ·suspect, Sir, that he would be concerned. ~-'r. Speaker, 

even if this does not happen Price and Bowaters will go their merry way 

and this Province will be the loser. 

SOME RON. MEYBERS: Hear, hear! 

~. SPEAKEP.: The hon. member for LaPoile. 

1-fR. NEAPY: }fr. Speaker, I have just got a couple of quickies for 

the minister, Sir. The Board of Examiners, I wonder if ~rhen the minister 

is closing the debate if he could elaborate a little more on the makeup 
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?-"F. NEAJ'Y: 

of the Board of Examiners. The minister-or in the legislation it 

"Th says._ e Lieutenant-Covernor in Council may appoint a board to 

examine ~calers of timber to be known as the Timber Scalers Board 

consisting of three qualified persons all or any of whom may be 

appointed from among persons employed in the public service of the 

Province!' No~:or I l<Tould like to know if that is possible to get the 

qualified people within the public service. 

It goes on a little further. It says/'The Lieutenant-

Governor in Council shall designate the chairman of the board and the 

secretary of the board from the members thereof and m~y prescribe 

the duties of each. A member of the board l·>ho is not employed in the 

-
public service of the Province may be paid such amount for attencance 

at meetings .• " I presume the thought behind this is to keep the expenses 

dm·m because these are not full-time jobs. They are just a board that 

will meet ~occasionally, meet from time to time whenever the necessity 

arises. And I presume that is why the legislation gives the minister 

the authority to try to find the people within the public service. t•lhat 

I want to find out really is if that is possible. 

In the next section, section five that deals ~:orith 

examinations, Sir, I am wondering if the - I presume that the examinations 

will be oral • Probably some of it will be written, and another part of 

it will be actual performance. I am mainly concerned about the written 

part. I know in the nepartment of Manpower,as the minister is aware,if 

a mechanic or a plumber or an electrician want to bring somebody with 

them to do the written part of the examination they are allo~~d to do it. 

Say a man may not be able to express himself in ~~iting,and he is allowed 

to bring a son or a daughter or a relative or a friend who vill write 

down the answers that the applicant gives him. I wonder if the minister 

could tell us if thi.s l·~ould be permissable under this act in writing,if 

there is any written - I presu~e there is some written part to the 

examinations. 

if the amount of the increase in the license - the minister alluded there a 
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~. Nl"-ARY: 

few moments ago that under the regulations there would be an adjustment 

in the fee. l~ell, Sir, I believe we should be told now what the minister 

ha$ in the back of his mind in connection loTtth increasing the license 

fee. 
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!-fr. Neary. 

I believe that that is quite important, and we should not have to 

wait for the regulations. And one other matter, Sir, that 

I would like to ask the minister to clarify is that in the 

event of grievances, is there any recourse under this act 

for appeal? I know under Section 17 when disputes arise 

between loggers and timber scalers, there is a procedure 

whereby they can settle their differences. But is there 

any recourse for appeal, you know, in connection for instance 

with the examinations of somebody who is not satisfied with the 

way the examinations were held? And I would also like for the 

minister to tell the House -because I am a little bit ignorant 

of the situation and probably there are other members like myself -

where we have schools now for loggers and scalers, where they are 

located and if they are operating on a year round basis, and how 

many instructors we have? Give us a brief outline of the training 

programme. These are just a few questions, Mr. Speaker, that I 

would like for the _minister to clarify in closing the debate. 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr. Collins): If the minister speaks now he closes 

the debate. 

The hon. minister. 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, in answer to the questions that have 

been posed, first of all I might point out that the hon. member 

for Windsor- Buchans (Mr. Flight), although he had some interesting 

comments, they were totally irrelevant to the Timber Scalers Act. 

And the comments that he had,- ·and I would assume that he will 

probably have quite a few more which would be more appropriate 

at a time when the Forest Land Management Taxation Act is being 

discussed, and I would assume -that there will be some 

amendments to that act this year • So there will be ample 

opportunity to discuss the whole forestry programme, how it is 

being managed, whether or not wood is being left in to rot · or 

whatever, and what type of controls have been put on it. And I 

would be only to happy at that time to discuss the problems and 

the possible solutions with any member• 
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Mr • l-f.a ynard • 

The question was raised as to whether or not 

scalers, who presently hold certificates, will have their certificates 

renewed? The answer is, Yes. Section 10 of the bill states 

quite clearly that anybody who holds a certificate now under 

any of the three acts will automatically get a new certificate 

under this present act. I am not aware of any scalers operating 

for private companies that are not licenced. If there are 

scalers operating for private companies that are not licenced, 

t~eir scaling and their returns are certainly not recognize~ 

by the Department of Forestry or by government and, therefore, not 

recognized by any of our scaling methods. 

The hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) asked 

if there were qualified persons in the public service to serve on 

a board? The answer is, Yes. All of our foresters have to have 

a valid scaling course and be qualified, fully qualified in scaling • 
• 

We do have, of course, the chief scaler for the Province in the 

department, and it is possible ta get qualif~ed persons in the public 

service to serve on such a board. That is not to say that we 

will have all public servants. It will depend on how we can do it with the 

least possible cost, because this board obviously will not meet very 

often. It would not be appropriate to have any full-time people, 

obviously. 

The exams would obviously - the person who is 

taking an exam for a timber scaler would have to be able to do 

a written exam, because the ability to make written reports is 

a requirement after the licence is issued. The scaler is required 

to make periodic reports under the new act,if I might refer to it. 

It sets out the requirements for making reports - which I do not see 

here now, but it is in one of the sections.- "A timber scaler shall 

make a monthly return on forms supplied by the department showing 
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the volume and class of timber scaled during the preceding month, 

the name of the employer of his services, and t he permit 

number under which t he timber was cut." Obviously any person 

who is in the scaling business does need some formal education . 
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MR. MAYNARD: That is not to say that some parts of the 

examination may not be oral,but certainly there would be 

written sections to the examination which the person 

would be required to complete successully. The examination 

fe.e is presently $5. CO, our pz:oposal is to have it at SlO. oo 

ancf a renewal fee of $5.00 p~r vear. There is no recourse 

for an appeal from an examination,and that is a pretty 

standard procedure that you do not have an appeal from 

any examination whether it is in high school, elementary 

school, a Manpower training course or whatever. We 

can and we do give training courses in various parts 

of the Province helped out by the Federal Manpower 

programmes. ~~e have our own people from the department 

give these courses at various times depending on the 

number of people applying for a scalers license from 

any area,and of course once a number have applied from 

the Western region or Central or whatever, if it · is 

enough to put on a course then we do it. But there is no 

set schedule for the courses or neither is there any set 

number that we have to have before we give a course. 

I think that answers most of the questions. Again 

I would like to point 

MR. NEARY: May I just ask onP. f.nr.tlu:'!r ,,,.q~~ ~" 
. \ \ 

MR. MAYNARD: Sure. 

MR. ~EARY: In connection with - let me see where I am 

here. Everything now is going metric, are they measuring 

now in metric or are they converting now to the metric system? 

Is this something ne~-1 or are they doing. it now anyway? 

MR. ~YNARD: Well both methods are really bein~ used in 

some cases, Sir. But the metric conversion has started and 

at least as far as the government is concerned we are committed 
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MR. MAY}lARD: to being totally into the metric system by 

the end of 1978. 

MR. NEARY: So they all have to be re-educate~ now to the 

metric system? 

MR. MAYNARD: Yes 7 they will all have to know how ta do 

the conversion and the easiest way to do that of course is 

to simply sit at a table that converts cubic feet to cubic 

metres or whatever. And that sort of thing will be supplied 

so it will not be a long training course to convert to the 

metric system. Merely doing it in the normal way for the 

most part and then using a conversion table until such time 

as logs and timber are cut metrically. It is going to be 

some time,I would suspect,before Bowaters ~~o are usin~ four-foot 

wood can convert to three and one half foot wood , which would 

be meter wood. Becausf" of their wood-room an'd this sort 

of thing. It is going to take some time to convert but 

it is not going to be a difficult thing for the present 

scalers. It will possibly take some instructions but that 

is being co-ordinated through the Department of Consumer 

Affairs and Environment, all the metric conversion effort, 

so it should not cause too much problems. 

Again, on the question of timber harvesting, how timber 

is harvested by the companies, their controls, their regulations 

and that sort of thing, I want to point out that we have 

d d " propose some amen ments to The Forest Land ~~na~ement And 

Taxation Act ,1974" which should be coming up in this session 

of the legislature and it will certainly give all members 

of the legislature ample opportunity to discuss anything 

regarding the forest industry that may come to their mind. 

And hopefully I can answer or discuss it with them on a 

rational basis. 

I have some very strong views about the way the forests 
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MR.- MAYNARD: 

are managed as I am sure that other members have. And I 

will do eve.rything to give them the opportU1lity to Q.iscuss 

it. 

I move second reading. 

HR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House that the said 

bill be now read a second time? Those in favour "Aye", Contrary 

''Nay", Carrie4. 

A bUl, "An Act Respecting 'timber Scalers" read 

a second time, ordered referred t .o a Conunittee of the Whole 

House, presently by leave. (Bill No .. 37). Agreed. 

MR. PECKFORD: · Order 6, Bill No. 25. 

- - Motion, second reading af a bill, "An Act To 

.Ratify, Confirm And Adopt A Certain Agr.eeillent Entered Into 

Between The Government And Burgeo Fish Industries Limited And 

Others.'" 
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~~. SPEAKER: The hon. ~~inister of Industr:i.al anc "Pural I'evelopment. 

~·R. LUN'DF.ICAN: ~.fr. Speaker, I ail' delighted to see the hon. member 

for Burgee-Bay d 'Espoir (~r. Simmons) in his place because ~.;e sort of 

half hung off this evening waiting for him to be here because it is 

of very important and vital interest to his area. Mr. Speaker, this 

bill gives me the opportunity to not only make a few remarks ahout 

Bill 25 but perhaps to make a couple of observations which I have been 

wanting to make for auite some time, and that is about the govern~nt's 

intentions or commitment to a particular area. 

I hold in my hand, r-!r. Speaker,approximately $6.5 million 

of ~overnment commitment to a community on the Southwest Coast of the 

Province, namely Burgeo, a history of coMmitment that has never been 

made by any government to any community of this magnitude. P~d the 

hon. the Minister of Fi.nance,~>ho is not with us this evening, not with 

us at the moment,! should say, who left a minute ago for an important 

commitment that he has, really perhaps is the individual who should 

be here and presenting the bill and taking the kudos and the credit 

that he deserves because this piece of paper called Bill 25 to me, 

¥r. Speaker, is an indication-of a level of ~overnment commitment on 

the one hand and,seconcly, a level of government impartiality on 

another hand that is something which really has harcJ.~7 'been recognized 

in this House. 

It is sad to know, ~r. Speaker, the member for Burp,eo­

Bay d'Espoir (~r. Simmons) stood in his place and presented a petition 

from his riding in which he indicated the serious concern of people 

in the particular region regarding unemployment - and of course he 

very properly did that and very properly said to government that he was 

concerned. And the debate ensued ~-1hich lasted for quite some time 

this afternoon, a little bit of fuss back and forth,which is always 

part. of parliamentary procedure and parliamentary debate. I would hope 

this afternoon when he ~ets an opportunity to spea}•or this evening~e 

will have I am sure the proper parliamentary courtesy to make reference 

in some detail to what has rappened in his riding with respect to this 

particular fish plant. 
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This bill, ?-'r. Speaker, is being brought into the House as 

a result of a commitment ~ade by the government to have ratified an 

agreement ~7t'dch is already fait accompli with National Sea in respect 

to the whole Bur~eo situation. Some years ago, I believe I am ri~ht 

in saying in 1972, approxiroately 1972,there was a very major fuss in 

the Burgeo area,perhaps one of the two most serious labour dis~utes 

that ever existed in this Province. The long and the short of it was 

that the f!OVernment were faced .... rith a situation where they :... 

A..~ HnN. ¥.E~EP. : 1971. 

YR. LUNDl).IG.AN: 1971. • where they ..,.rere expected and assumed the 

responsibility of purchasing the assets of a particular co~pany called 

Burgee Fish Industr:f.es. The assets of that company were left there 

and would have perhaps deteriorated and the community would have in 

itself deteriorated. A community of,I would assume, I believe, about 

3,000 people would have died on the vine in the event that the government 

did not make the commitment to move into Burgee and purchase the assets 

of that particular company. 

Also, ~r. Speaker, I would like to indicate that when the 

assets were purchases in 

YP .• NEARY: You paid double what you shoulcl 'have paid. 

MP.. Ll~~IGAN: The hon. member is saying we paid double what should 

have been paid. I am not familiar with the full details although I 

have got a considerable knowledge of the background to it, that undoubtedly 

the government were faced with a situation where they were,because of 

a social responsibility,in a situation where they might very well have 

paid more. I do not think there is anyone would deny that the government 

did not get any bargain in picking up the assets of Burgeo Fish Industries. 

The assets was a decrep_it and a neglected fish plant which I visited in 

1975 to discover personally - and it is something that I already pretty 

well knew from knowledge and from input from the members of Cabinet and 

so on - a fish plant which ~vas in a very, very terrible conditior. and ,;rhich 

by the way is a credit to the work force of Burgeo in the sense that 

they have continued to operate that plant and be one of the most productive 

4170 



1'arch 31, 1977 Tape 1493 IB-3 

}'P. LT'!ND~.IGA."ii': 

work forces in the Province. 

A supermarket, an administration buildin~,and a number of 

houses and a few odds and ends constituted the assets of Burgeo Fish 

Industries. ~r. Speaker, subseouently the government made a commitment 

to the people of Burgeo to try and get some competent people to operate 

and run the fish plant in Burgeo. Obviously neither department of 

government, neither minister of the government or department t~uld 

be capable of running a fish plant in the sense of the operatj'.ons 

and the marketing of that particular plant. 
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Mr. Lundrigan: 

The government wet:~ ~b!~_to secure the involvement of National Sea 

which is one of the most respectable fish companies in the country, 

to operate the plant for a particular fee,$75,000 a year,is the 

management fee with 5 per cent -

AN RON. MEMBER: What is the plus? 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: The plus is 5 per cent of the results of the 

sales of the produce from Burgee Fish Industry as determined by 

the sales of the product on the Boston market from the blue sheets, 

which I believe is the official day to day fish prices paid by the 

people who purchase our produce, And that was the arrangement which 

was made with the National Sea Comapny to manage, to operate and to 

sell our fish. And they have since that particular time and until 

today and until the completion of the new plant they will have the 

responsibility for that particular thing ' which I have just described. 

I indicated as well, Mr. Speaker, that the government 

were faced then with the responsibility,What are we going to do 

with a fish plant that really does not have the kinds of capability 

to carry on a prolonged and long term fishery in that community? 

And in 1975,after tough,hard negotiations to the point where we 

have to almost say to companies involved and National Sea tha~ we 

are not certain about which way we should go, the government sat 

down and had to make a decision to participate in the construction 

of a new plant which we expect will cost the government of this 

Province,with the contribution from DREE, from Ottawa, anywhere between 

$9 millions and $10 millions, and that was one of the most fundamental 

decisions that was ever made by the government of this Province. It 

meant, Mr. Speaker, that the government recognized that without the 

new fish plant in Burgee that the community was written off. It was 

just as well to re-enforce the resettlement programme. 

Mr. Speaker, the decision was made,even though 

with some regret that the negotiations had dragged on for about two 
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years before we could finally consummate and put together the 

entire deal which meant an escalation in the cost of the plant. 

The last estimates, and the estimates on which the plant deter­

mination was made,was $9.1 millions in order to build the new 

plant with a contribution of $3.5 million from DREE and the rest 

of the contribution directly from the Province of Newfoundland and 

Labrador with some assets being put in by National Sea. 

Now I will try ~o j~st very briefly, Mr. Speaker, 

indicate to members the scenario on how the thing happened. In essence, 

Mr. Speaker, when we purchased as a government Burgeo Fish Industries 

National·Sea were left in Buxgeo with the assets of the old Burgeo 

Leasing. Now Burgeo Leasing ~as a company that was owned and is owned 

exclusively by National Sea. It was an operating company to operate 

the Nat Lake plant, and the Nat Lake Plant was built by the Spencer 

Lake team and the National Sea with an 80 per cent - 20 per cent 

ownership from National to the Lake team of companies. National 

bought out the Lake group, of course, and they exclusively owned 

Nat Lake and exclusively owned Burgeo Leasing up until approximately 

one year ago. 

The agreement which is before us today, and I am 

giving a little bit of detail on this deliberately, Mr. Speaker, so 

that members can participate meaningfully, it is a little bit 

complicated but I will try to outline it the best I can. The government 

decided that the best route,and the legal advisors have decided that 

the best route to pursue would be to use Burgeo Leasing Limited as the 

mechanism, the mechanism in order to construct a new plant. In order 

to do that it was necessary for the government to buy into equal 

ownership with Burgeo Leasing. Burgeo Leasing had assets of $2.4 

million and the $2.4 miilion was basically the depreciated Nat Lake 

plant, if you want~ Also, Mr. Speaker, the company,National Sea,that 

owned it really made a contribution of approximately $1 million, 

$950,000 in the way of a loan to Burgeo Leasing, the operating company, 

$950,000, and this is spelled out in detail in the particular document. 
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Mr. Lundrigan: 

The government purchas~d through common shares, 5,000 common shares, 

and through 420,000 preference shares an equivalent ownership 

position, and if one wants to be technical about it, we purchsed 

175 of the 350 shares worth ten cents each which was a little 

package of voting preference shares that Spencer Lake and them 

owned, I do not know the reason, we do not know -
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MR. LUNDRIGA.~: preference shares that Spencer Lake and them 

owned. I do not know tre reason, we do not know the 

reason,but we did purchase right down the line, even to the 

noint of $17.50 worth of ten cent preference shares 1if I 

am not mistaken. So we purchased equal ownership of the 

particular Burgeo Leasing and what we have done since then, 

Mr. Speaker, with the contribution of $2.4 million from 

~ational through the depreciated value of their plant and 

$950,000 of loan, what we have now done since then is own 

equal positions with respect to Burgeo Leasing,and as a result 

of that we were able to start building the plant with Burgeo 

Leasing being the parent company,if one wants to put it that 

way. So really in essence we have today,,and will have when · 

,the plant is completed, a company called Burgeo Leasing owning 

a new plant in Burgeo and that new plant will be fifty per cent 

owned by Burgeo Leasing and National in the sense that we are . 

e~ual owners in the company. 

MR.NEARY: Even though National did not put one red cent into 

it. 

MR. LUNDRIG~l: National have put in $2.4 million worth of 

depreciated assets and $950,000 as a loan to the particular 

company called Burgeo Leasing. As a-result of that they 

receive a partial involvement in the first mortgage that 

we will have on the plant. The Government of the Province 

are then called upon by agreement to place in position, 

either through a guarantee or monies that can be raised by 

Burgeo Leasing, $3.5 million as the first phase of the 

construction of that plant. And the $3.5 million is secured 

by a first mortgage, the $950,000 from National is part of that 

samefirst mortgage,and the first mort"gage is to be paid off 

over the period of eighteen years, Mr. Speaker, with the monies 

being paid equally ·in prop~rtion~I ~hould say,to the National 

Sea for their $950,000 involve in our $3.5 million invo~vement. 
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: There is then the requirement by government, 

~r. Speaker, to put forward whatever remaining monies there are 

required in order for the government to finish constructing 

the plant,and that means in essence that we will be putting 

up anywhere from it could be as high as $3.5 million or 

$4 million more. Hopefully with the kinds of good bidding we 

have had in the last year~and with the effi~ient management 

of the construction at Burgee ,we will get 'away cheaper than 

it could have been in a different kind of a construction period. 

And that is a very positive thing from the point of view 

of the government. 

The DREE monies of course of $3.5 million will be 

forthcoming on the completion of the plant. We are to finance 

that amount of the monies during the interim period. DP~E have 

agreed to allow us to capitalize the interest on the monies 

we borrow for that period and 'include it as a part of the 

capital costs of the plant, and all of these things itemized 

and indicated right here in the document, .Bill No. 25. 

We would then, Mr. Speaker, at the end of the construction 
. . 

period, which we anticipate to be September of 1978, the Government 

of Newfoundland and Labrador and National Sea, through their 

company,have the immediate requirement to purchase the old 

trawlers from Burgeo Fish. Burgeo Fish will continue to operate 

up until and could operate up until five years following the 

completion of the plant. 

So essentially what we will have next September, 

September of 1978, we will have two companies, we will have the 

new plant owned by Burgee Leasing and we will have Burgee Fish. 

Burgee Fish will basically be a real estate company. It will 

not have any involvement directly in ~he fish business, It will 

own a supermarket and it will own an office building and it will 

own a number of residences. 

Burgeo Leasing will have purchased from the Burgee Fish 
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!1R. LIDIDRIGAN: their inventory, and their receivables, and 

their trawlers at fixed agreed rates which are outlined 

right here. As a matter of fact I believe exactaly $500,QOO 

is the agreed price for the trawlers to be sold to Burgeo 

Leasing from Burgeo Fish. 

As well, Mr. Speaker, there is an agreement where 

the existing odds and ends,I will call them,from National 

Sea in Burgeo, which is less than SlOO,OOO in value,will 

be purchased by Burgeo Leasing so National will have no 

presence other than their ownership in the company. 

There are two managment agreements. 

MR. NEARY: Plus the fact that they will own the trawlers. 

NM- 3 

MR.. LUNDRIGAN: There are two managerent agreements. Burgeo 

Leasing, Mr. Speaker, will own the trawlers. Burgeo-Leasing 

which is fifty per cent· owned by the government and fifty 

per cent owned by National. 

Mr. Speaker, there are two other things I should 

in a preliminary way mention to the House and that is there 

are two managemen~ and operating agreements,outlined in this 

particular document in appendices 
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Hr. Lund~igan. 

(b) and (c). No. (c) to simplify, it is an agreemen't wnere we 

enter into an agreement with the Burgee Fish Industries to operate 

what effectively will be that real estate company after 1978 of 

September. We as well enter into an agreement with the new fish 

plant. National will, through Burgeo Leasing, enter into an 

agreement with the new fish plant for a period to operate and 

sell the fish and manage that particular plant for an agreed 

period. Mr. Speaker, at the end of an eight year period,during 

which there is a binding agreement between National and Burgeo 

Leasing, at the end of an eight year period National will have 

the right-.the option,I should say, to purchase the assets of 

Burgee Leasing,which means they will have a one year option to 

purchase by redeeming the preference shares and to buy the common 

shares, which is the ownership of the company, for the book value 

of the company to be determined at that period. Obviously the only 

way they would want to buy the company ,if it is a profitable company­

if it is a profitable company - the formula which has been established 

in the document and is before the House means that they would pay 

excessively for the assets of Burgeo Leasing. At the end of that 

one year period the government in the ninth year - or I might say the 

tenth year,will have the option to .do exactly the same thing. 

The government,of course, would not purchase 

the shares, the assets of Burgeo Leasing unless again it were 

a profitable arrangement. The company will be tied into the 

agreement for an eighteen year period during which period, of course, 

the first mortgage will be repaid. So that is the general situation 

on it. There is a lot of technical ~~owledge in here. It is a formality 

in some ways that we are bringing this before the House for debate 

so that the House will be properly informed, so that it is a public 

document and so that everybody will be quite familiar with it. 
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Now the member for LaPoile (Mr •. Neary) 

is making some comments across the way about National and their 

involvement. I would like to make a point here about the management 

agreement. The real management agreement where we agree for 

an eight year period when the new plant comes on stream to pay a 

management fee of $75,000 a year minimum fee to Burgeo Leasing. 

Under the old agreement, Mr. Speaker, we were entitled to pay them 

$75,000 a year. There was no ceiling on what we could pay them. 

But the way we would pay them is based on the profitability 

of the company. And to date - I can give the figures in a minute -

to date the company has not been paid in excess of the $75,000 

management fee except in one year and I will give the reason for 

that in a moment. We have now in the new agreement put a ceiling 

on the plant, the management fee,in the event that things turn around 

in a magnificent, in the event that we find new species, in the 

event we find new product lines. We .got better markets. We got a 

more efficient plant. We got a good trawler fleet and the like. 

It could very well be that we will have a positive cash flow, a very 

positive situation with respect to Burgee Leasing. And consequently 

we have a ceiling of $225,000 put on a management fee which 

is the maximum that the company can draw down durin~.any period 

While this agreement is in effect. 

MR. NEARY: Is the plant paying its way now or not? 

MR.. LUNDRIGAN : I will give you the figures on that in a minute. 

The other comment is that we do pay,and we will 

pay in the agreement the same as we have since 1972,a five per cent 

sales fee. And that five per cent fee I would indicate we feel 

if we were doing it as a government, Mr. Speaker, would be approximately 

what it would cost the government to sell our fish assuming we had -

and with no marketing and no nothing. It would take us we feel 

administratively about five per cent to sell the fish. National are certainly 
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not getting any big deal as far as the five per cent for the 

marketing effort is concerned. And we know that it would 

cost us just about the same amount as they are receiving. 

They have a more efficient operation naturally in marketing than 

we could have. ~~e use their labels. We use their outlets. 

We use their people who are offshore in the u. __ s .. _mar~ and 

so on, and they certainly are not making any big deAl off us 

in this Province at this moment. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the big deal business. I 

am 1like the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary), ~ have got no 

great big heavy gut feeling for big heavy companies. I do not 

get the feeling that anybody is doi.ng us a favour, but I will 

suggest that this is one of the finest pieces of work that 

has been done by a government department 
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MR. LL"NDRIGAN: in trying to put together a deal, the best 

in a bad situation that could be gotten for government. It is 

possibly more comolicated. It is ·possibly more - There has 

been more quid pro quo and give and take and cut_ and thrust 

and hard-nosed bargaining in this document than on the Come by 

Chance Oil Refinery. I am very proud of it and the departmental 

people and the ~~nister of Finance and others should certainly 

be very pleased with the work that has gone into putting together 

a really copper-fastened deal, the best ~.,e can get for this 

province under the circumstances. 

Now the member for LaPoile raised a question 

about the profitability of the company since we have taken it 

over. The company has been losing money. The company has not 

been losing money as a result of the lack of productivity of 

the work force. I say that with obviously no oolitical motivation. 

It is no political benefit to me to be complimentary to the 

work force in Burgee. So my comments can be discounted on that 

' 
basis. I have visited th~ plant. I am aware of the statistics 

in a plant which is unbelievable. If members could see for 

themselves the kinds of odds and ends and ins and outs and 

corridors and ways and means of getting around and the conditions 

of the plant the work force in that plant are to be commended. 

They are "without a doubt one of the finest work forces in any 

plant in North America and that is the reason we have not lost 

more money in the community of Burgee and Burgee Fish Industrtes. 

The operating losses, Mr. Speaker, in 1972 

were $469,000. That is a fair little commitment to one community 

in terms of an industry which the brunt of the burden being borne 

by the Province. In 1973 we picked up $94,000 in losses again. 

In 1974 and I believe that was the banner year for the fisheries 

in the province in terms of market conditions and the like,we 

made $209,000. That is a good credit to management as well. 
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'!1R. LUNDRIGAN: Young Gerry Malone who is do"t-m. there and ~vho has 

done a tremendous job, a fine outstanding young fellow)and he has 

a tremendous rapport with the work force. The kinds of problems, 

traditional problems that existed with the work forces is almost 

nonexistent today in that particular area. In 1975 we lost ourselves 

$1 million in operating losses in the community of Burgeo. 

In 1976 we lost S373,000 and these figures of course are figures 

that are not surprising to government. ~{e knew that ~~e were 

going to have that kind of loss '1-then ~ve got involved back in 

1971-1972. 

Mr. Speaker, we have accumulated, I cannot add that 

up quickly but I am looking at approximately $1.5 million in 

round figures that have been operating losses in that period of 

time. We have had the employment in the plant though, I mean, 

it is s6mething that we have to icok at: we have had a range 

of from just over 200 to 250 people in that Plant during that 

period of time and that is something that ought to be noted. 

We have had from fifty-two to seventy-eight the range of people 

working in trawlers. So we are talking over 300 people directly 

affected as a result of the plant. Now the wages are interesting 

as well to observe. In 1972,we had $447,000 and Sl32,000 

respectively paid the plant wages and the trawler share -

$447,000 and $132,000 respectively. In 1973-

MR. NEARY: I thought the losses were $400,000 that year. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Yes, actually our losses were almost as great as 

our wages. In 1973 -

PR.FYIER MOORES: The wages were about $600~000 there totally. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Was it? About $600,000 in wages and about $469,000 

in losses. In 1973 we had plant and trawlers again respectively 

$642,000 and $257,000. So we are looking at $900,000 and we had 

losses of $94,000. In 1974 we had $900,000 and SSOO,OOO, that 
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~. LUNDRIGAN: was $1.4 million in wages to the plant and the 

trawlers. He had profits that year of $200,000. So that certainly 

is a coillL'lendable change around. t.re had unfortunately last year -

PRm.IER 'MOORES : 

~. LUNDRIGA!'i: 

We should have quit while we were ahead. 

The Premier suggests we should have quit while we 

were ahead. If we were playing a poker g~~e,which I am not 

unfamiliar with,that is maybe what one would do but even in that 

kind of a game one tends to continue. In the area of 1975 -

A.~ RON. MmffiER: 

}ffi. LUNDRIGAN: 

To one's sorrow. 

To one's sorrow. In 1975 we had,looking at the 

wages again,were $742,000 and $481,0~0. The wages were down, 

the put-through was down as well and we had Sl million in 

operating losses that year so that -

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! There has been a quorum call as 

a matter of fact. 

There is a quorum. 

The hon. Minister of Rural and Industrial Development. 
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MR.LUNDRIGA:.~: In 1976,I am quoting from statistics that 

were prepared by my department right here,and this one I 

have to admit I have not looked at this one,and I hope it 

is correct~ I am sure it is correct, but I am told and it 

certainly does not seem to add up to the feeling that I 

would have had myself. But last year my facts or information 

tells me we had $1.3 million and $1.3 million respectively 

from both operations ~vhich is over $2 million $2.5 million 

wage pay out in that community. The operating loss last 

year was 6373,000. The put-through in fish Mr. Speaker, 

we had going from 1972 to 1976 going from 2.6 million 

pounds produced,that is finished product, 4;3 million pounds, 

5.5 million pounds, 4.1 million pounds in 1975 and 7 million 

pounds in 1976. That is bas~d on a range of from 8 million 

to 22 in raw product. That is just a fantastic success story. 

It is the kind of a success story that perhaps we do not 

hardly hear enough about and certainly if we got to wait for 

the member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir to bring it to our attention 
. 

I think we would be waiting. until Doomsday. 

In any event, Mr. Speaker, this particular commitment 

is something which ought to be put in perspective. In 1975 

the han. members will remember the government launched into 

a very very heavy austerity programme. On this side of the 

House there are 30 members approximately, the other side of 

the House there are 21 members approximately. This government 

took a situation and looked at a community of 3,000 people. 

The government could have said, we have no interest in Burgee. 

The government could have said,we cannot afford Burgee. We 

cannot afford a hospital in Grand Falls, we cannot afford 

a hospital in Burin, ~-Te cannot afford a hospital in the 

community of Clare~ville, we cannot afford to do anything 

in Argentia,unemployment rate of 28 per cP-nt. We cannot 

afford to do anything in another dozen ridings in the Province 
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¥R.LU1~RIGAN: of Newfoundland and Labrador that are communities 

which are occupied by members of the government side of t~e House. 

We have situations in every riding~, in the government members 

ridings which are of a critical urgent nature. Now, I listen, 

I make this point, I make this point and the hon. member for 

down in the ~arystown area, I am going to get around to him 

later on because I have a few little things to get off my 

chest when I get around to him, but I am going to be a 

little bit polite until he gets back in good top form. He 

gets back in good top form because even out in Grand Falls 

he was saying, "You must be going to run in Harystown, that 

is all we hear from you, Marystown and Burgee! You must 

be going to run in Marysto'tm. because every time we turn on 

the radio you are pushing, negotiating, flogging away for 

Marystown~' I will get around to the member because it is 

not relevant on the particular debate here before us right 

at the moment. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the government sat down and 

said,' Where does our responsibility lie?' Now I raise 

the question because members across the House and I saw 

the member, unfortunately.he is not here, from Lewisporte 

one day get up and talk about the partisanism, the parochialism, 

the smallmindness, the political inclination of the government. 

This government made a decision that has cost the Province of 

Newfoundland and Labrador, not including the operating losses 

that have added up since 1972, not including the millions of 

dollars that were spent,perhaps we never got a good deal 

because we were caught with the social responsibility in 1971. 

It was then,on top of all of that,res~onsible for making a 

decision which will cost the Province of Newfoundland and 

Labrador $6 to $7 million directly. We are not only not backing 

away from it,we are bragging about it because we recognize, we 

recognize Mr. Speaker, that this 'tv as the best way to go • The option 

was resettlement. ~Je- said, "We are going to scrap resettlement. 
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HR. LUNDRIGAN: Ne do not want to see our 

corr.muni ties disappear~· It is going to cost us $6 

million to $7 million. Now, are our responsibilities 

finished when we spend these $6 millions to $7 

millions of dollars? Mr. Speaker, we do not even 

know even with the big plant, with our plans for 

research into some of the potential for shrimp that 

is South of Burgee, with the regeneration of species, 

pelagic and other species as a result of the 

conservation measures, with the new product lines that 

we are hoping to be able to introduce, we do not still 

know if we are going to break even. He certainly do 

not expect to make money. t'le are also faced with the 

problem of having to make a decision as a company -

Government-National in Burgeo Leasing - to make a 

decision about what to do with landing. What are we 

going to do with trying to improve the landings into 

Burg eo? 

Right no\'T we have five old side trawlers. 

It is a compliment to the fishing crews out of Eurgeo 

that they get involved in the particular side travvlers. 

And we know that. ~V'e are faced \V'ith the responsibility 

of having to make a decision in conjunction with 

industry at some point for catch capability in this 

particular area and in other areas as well in this 

Province. 

Hopefully industry, National, with their 

great fleet which they should be expanding can provide 

the total catch capability that can empty into Burgee 

and have the maximum put-through which could be 30 

million pounds a year. Ten or twelve million pounds of 

finished product a year, a bigger work force, that is 

what the people of Burgee want, a bigger work force. 

These are the kinds of commitments \"e have made when we 
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MR. LUNDRIG&~: talk about a particular area. 

What kind of a decision? The hon. member 

says one. I would like for the hon. member to have 

been present - and I have been present even though 

I do not represent Burgee - and make that kind of a 

comment to some of the people from that community 

that are as tough as nails. That is the reason they 

have survived. "One" he says, as if it is insignificant 

and incidental. "One", the hen. member for Marysto't'm 

says, as if it is incidental and insignificant. 

$6 million, "One" looking down the road at trawler 

fleets and the like. 

These kinds of decision - \'le are not here 

detating 850 communities. If we were, Mr. Speaker, I 

could take about 700 hours. Because in every community 

there have been commitments and efforts made by 

government. Not easy decision. This Province is not 

blessed with the financial capability of being able 

to take $25 million or $35 million and throw it at the 

economy and hope that it takes root like the Peds have 

been able to do with LIP this year. If we had the 

financial resources in this Province, if we were as 

wealthy today as the Province of Alberta it would not be 

any more money that we would need to be able to provide 

the stimulus required to bring our economy quickly into 

a position where it is healthy. 

And hon. members across the way ought to 

be aware of this. We cannot have our cake and eat it 

too. The member for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) stands 

up in his place and says, You cannot afford that kind 

of stuff. He did not say that specifically about Burgee, 

but he says you cannot afford the level of expenditure 

that you are involving yourselves with. Reasonable 

people say, "How can you go any further with expenditures? 

In order to do it you have to grab more taxes." Our 
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HR. LUNDRIGAN: people are overtaxed. Is 

there anybody in this House who would deny, Mr. Speaker, 

that the people of this Province are overtaxed? The 

government are aware of it. The responsibility of 

what type of decision do you make? ~vhere do you draw 

the line? Where do you make the choices? I have 

learned the hard r,-vay, maybe, that is why I get a little 

bit aggravated when I see young crackerjack upstarts 

like the member over across the way from \'lindsor, my 

contiguous political neighbour out in the community of 

t'lindsor and my crackerjack Irishman from up in White 

Bay - Baie Verte. A good parliamentarian, an 

Englishman with an Irish attitude. 

Mr. Speaker, I sort of enjoy their cut 

and thrust but when you get to the point - Leaders 

of the Opposition, financial spokesmen for the Opposition, 

get down to the crunch they "have to bear in mind that 

this government have been making wise choices, choices 

that are not the best political decisions. If we were 

making the best political decisions. If we were making 

the best political decisions for us, Mr. Speaker, we 

would have closed down Burgee. I have in my hand 

right now an amount of money which is greater than any 

budget I have had in Rural Development since I have been 

here in one community. 

!-tR. NEARY: 

fish plant? 

MR. LUND RIGA.~: 

talk about Spencer Lake. 

Is that committment, Mr. Speake~. 

What did you pay Lake for the 

nr. Speaker, I can go on and 

I can go on and talk about 

T,'lhat we paid Spencer Lake. 

l-iR. SD1MONS: Ten times as much as the· plant 

is worth. 

r-1R. LUNDRIGAL"i: 

had, the choice -

HR. NEARY: 

Mr. Speaker, the choice that we 

Was to win an election. 
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: vias to win an election? The 

hon. member has a preoccupation 
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winning elections. John Diefenbaker was not as expertise 

in winning elections as the han. member, and he ran eight times 

and got defeated and got elected a dozen times. Winning elections! 

Winning elections! We made the decision, ~I. Speaker, in Burgee -

MR. SIMMONS: Spent millions of dollars for a plant that was 

worth nothing. 

/ 

MR. LUNDRIGA.L~: Mr. Speaker, we made the decision in Burgeo -

that member for an enlightened educator I am a little bit surprised -

we made the decision on Burgee to spend $9.1 million in the Fall 

of 1975. I did not • detect that there was any great -

MR.. SIMMONS : We are talking about 1972 now. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Oh, you are talking about 1972. 

MR.. PECKFORD: Well, let us go back and talk about it. 

'f.1R. LUNDRIGA.L~: 1975 is not importan~---
-- --. . -

That is when we made our big decision on 

Burgee was in 1975. 

AN RON. MEMBER: people of Burgee, you know, just before -

MR. LUNDRIGAN : Mr. Speaker, the han. gentlemen across the 

way, you know, they disappoint me a little bit because they feel, 

they have this feeling that there is no such a thing as political 

integrity; there is no such a thing as statesmanship; there is 

no such a thing as -

MR.. SIMMONS : We do not feel that at all. It is just that r ou do 

not see much. 

MR. LUNDRIGA.L~: Mr. Speaker, I do not mind the hackling across the 

way • The member for Burgee is there now, and he is going to get up 

and have his few remarks. "We do not see it~" What kind of a small 

minded little man would you have to be not to see the leadership 

the government has shown with respect to a bill spending $9 million 

in one community of 3,000. He is not of the principle and the stature 

to stand up in his place and give a bit of credit to a government that 

has gone out on a $9 million limb. 
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MR. SIMMONS: To a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr. Collins): Order, please! 

A point of order. 

HR. S D.fMONS : A point of order, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, 

the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) is having difficulty 

containing himself. I can understand that. He will not, Mr. Speaker, 

stand there and through you, ~~. Speaker, lecture me about how 

little integrity T have. I will not stand for it. My rights in this 

House preclude that kind of an attack. I am not going to stand for it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, either than man retracts what he has j~st_said 

about my lack of integritv or we will pursue this one further. 

I am here trving as best I can to listen to what I was told by 

the minister at the beginning of his remarks would be an enli~htening 

address of information on the Burgee bill. And I _. am.listenin~ 

with interest, but all we are getting over here, all of us, is a lot 

of abuse for some reason that I cannot ·understand. I do not ~ow 

what we have done, Mr. Speaker, tonight. We do not have to agree with 

him,do we? Do we have to clap every sentence he says ? All we have 

done, Mr. Speaker, is taken exception. We do so for a verv good 

reason. But these tirades about pa~tisanship and about how small 

minded we are? Mr. Speaker, the answer to the minister's question, 

in completing my point of order, about how small minded you have to 
,, 

be to make a charge, in the words he said, Not to appreciate this ,11 

I appreciate it 1 But the answer to his question how small do you have 

to be, Mr. Speaker, about one-tenth as small as the minister is 

appearing to be right now. 

MR. PECKFORD: To that point of order, Mr. Speaker. There is 

no point of order. The hon. member for Burgee -Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) 

has not established a point of order. He has not referred to the 

Standin~ Orders or to any reference to indicate it. He has not quoted 

any statements made by the hon. Minister of Industrial and Rural Development 

to indicate that. It is_spe~ious; it is foo~is~, - ~nd he has not 

established a point of- order. 
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:HR. SIMHONS: A point of privilege, Mr. Speaker, which 

overrides a point of order. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Is not the first one ruled on first? 

MR. S!}MONS: Point of privilege. No, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER (Dr. Collins): A point of privilege. 

MR. SIMMONS: On a point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

I distinctly heard, Mr. Speaker, the Hinister 

of Industrial and Rural Development make reference to some lack of 

integrity on my part. Mr. Speaker, I do not have access to the 

tapes at this moment, because the words were said in the last five 

minutes. I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that this is an important 

enough issue, that we recess the House and we get the tapes to 

indicate, Mr. Speaker, that what I am saying is correct, that the 

Minister of Industrial and Rural Development has very directly stated 

that I have a lack of integrity, and he~~ not within his rights 

at all as a member of this House to say that kind of thing, and it is 

not required of me that I sit here and take it. I would strongly 

appeal to 
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Mr. Speaker to recess the House, to get the tapes and at which time 

I will make the appropriate motion as required to under a matter 

of privilege. 

HR. LUNDRIGAN: On that particular question of privilege, vour Honour, 

in view of the fact that I obviously in my response in trying to get 

through the weavings and the wranglings of the legislative procedure 

I have offended the sensitivities of the hon. member, and _he is obviously 

very deeply hurt and concerned. If I have done anything of that 

nature in reflecting on his integrity I certainly ~.;ould like to 

withdraw it and continue with my remarks. 

SOME HON. ~!EMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! I think words on both sides have 

been said with some heat this evening, possibly related to the lateness 

of the hour. I think that the hon. minister has made a retraction 

which seems to the Chair to cover the situation. So I would therefore 

rule that the hon. minister should continue his remarks. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: I am certainly not being my normal self at this 

moment today,because I am basically a very nice fellow, very easy 

to get along with and certainly a statesman in every sense of the 

word as hon. members will recognize and agree. 

MR. HODDER: Will the hon. minister permit a question. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Certainly. 

MR. HODDER: I was just wondering, you know, back in 1972, what 

was the price that was paid to Spence Lake for the fish plant when 

it was bought at that particular time? 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, I cannot quite remember what the 

particular price was. I believe it was- was it $2.7 million? I 

cannot remember, whatever it was. Hon. members when they get into 

debate -

AN HON • MEMBER: $2.6 million. 
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MR. LUNDRIGA.J.~: $2.6 million. \mat ever it was it will be brought 

in. I cannot quite remember. It is not really, I suppose, relevant 

to the bill in one sense. But it is an important question,because I 

think the member is correct when he suggests that we did not get any 

bargain in Burgeo. There is no doubt about that in the world. 

I do not know. I would like to sort of almost suggest some of my 

feelings on that myself. But I do not think it would be constructive 

in view of the fact that the company that we are talking about is 

no longer there. And we have got to do the best with what we have 

and what we have is very significant. I am not going to pursue the 

comments to any great extent more. I would like to comment on the 

fact that yesterday afternoon the Minister of Fisheries and 

myself, the member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir(Mr. Simmons) and a 

delegation from Burgee were in town and we were treated to the 

pleasure of having their input on their perception of down the road 

in Burgee. And they are concerned that they have got those stern 

trawlers there and we are concerned as well. Hopefully within the 

next little while we will be doing some negotiating in trying to 

find ways and means to encourage industry - National being the 

industry - to ship more fish into Burgee. The name of the game is 

to get the maximum put-through so we will have the plant operating 

at capacity. Of course, the long term prospects in that regard are 

excellent. My own personal feeling, the Minister of Fisheries' 

feeling which I am sharing sort of from him,because he is expert in 

this area, is that Burgee does face a very, very prosperous and 

bright future, as indeed I feel the whole fishing industry does. 

These people came in yesterday. They made a very good case. 

I believe the member took them and talked to National Sea and had 

some discussion with National Sea regarding the need to ship fish 

into Burgee this year. They made a presentation to me to see if 

there was a way to get the landing equipment which is the big 
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MR. LLTNDRIGA..~: 

problem for landing the stern trawlers in there, temporarily 

established in the old plant so that they can maybe receive some 

fish from National's existing fleet this present year, We are 

looking at that. I have got a couple of my fellows who are 

particularly expert in this area - not in town now - and they 

will be looking at it when they get back. But we have taken a 

real personal interest in the Burgee situation. We have taken 

an interest which I believe - and the Department of Fisheries 

and the Department of Industrial Development and Finance in this 

area have taken it almost as a pet project. And perhaps that is 

the reason why I find it a bit aggravating. And I will sort of, 

Mr. Speaker, continue along this line tomorrow morning to ~~plain 

this thing further. I find it a bit aggravating when members sort 

of do not - maybe I am a little bit hard on the member for Burgee 

Bay d'Espoir(Mr. Simmons) because I believe he deserves it, when 

he does not express kind of positiveness about this kind of set 

of circumstances that deserve to be presented. 

In any event I have some more information and I will put 

this on the record tomorrow morning. I would like now, Mr. Speaker, 

to adjourn the debate. 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy. 

HON. B. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I move that this House on its rising 

do adjourn until tomorrow morning, April 1 at ten o'clock and that 

this House do now adjourn. 

MR. SPEAKER: . I~ is moved that the House adjourn until tomorrow 

Friday at 10:00 a.m. Those in favour "aye", contrary "nay", carried. 

This House stands adjourned until tomorrow Friday at 10:00 a.m. 
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