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The House met at 2:00 P.M.
Mr. Speaker in che Chair,
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! L

PRESENTING PETITIONS:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Conception Bay South.
MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a petition

on behalf of 172 students of Memorial University, which Brings to
approximately 4,000 the numbers attached to similar petitions within
recent days and weeks here in this House, and again emphasizes the
desperate need for all those in positions of authority to get up‘now.

and state their position now before it is too late regarding the loans

that are available to the students at Memorial University, bearing - -

in mind that if the present policies that are now in existence

continues it is a sure and certain fact that there are students who

are qualifie&. who are intelligent, who have all of the merits necessary
to enter .the university, who will be barred from doing so on purely and
simply economic grounds, It is..as simple as that. So we can logk'

to the day this Fall when there will be many, many students throughout
this Province who under normal circumstances could enter the Memorial
University but will be denied from doing so strictly because of the
economic policies as outlined by the Minister of Finance in his

Budget Speech.

It goes on in this petition to say that

the changes introduced in the 1978 Provincial Budget, as so eloquently
and.dramatically presently to this House and on téleéision, as though
. he were bAGtand Banks' answer to Richard Burton, by the Minister

of Finance. Anyway, it says cutting back in post secondary education
spending will have a serious effect 6n the aEility of rural students

to attend Memorial University. Is this an exaggeration? bf course hot.
There are going to be literally hundreds and hqndreds-of students who,K
as this petition poipts out, will be denied the épportunity of attending
the university this year and thus fgr no good,sound, and sensible reason
has been advocated for.such a situation. Some of the figures that have

" been quoted on the basis of the increase and so on to the university

= et
Mo ”
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MR. VOLAN; state that this {s similar to other
universities in Canada and other Provinces in the Atlantic
area. But the true facts~ and I may say that those at the
university, including the students, have done their homework
and they have come up with fairly solid infommation, if'one
takes the trouble to read, as I hope they will opposite;and
members on all sides the facts as outlined in this petition
which is attached, will prove beyond the shadow Jf a doubt that
heze we have a situation where those in public life have for
years been attempting to encourage students, boys and girls,
men, and women from ali over Newfoundland, to take the maximum
advantage of the university opportunities, educational
opportunities are available because of the économic policies of
t:he'adminiscration° There is no question about it that you are
going to havéAsome téal trouble and very real angﬁish on your hands
come this Fall. .

Now then, because of the university
administration, and becaugse of the lead ﬁime that students and the
university must have for students to take advantage and to enroll and
so on, there must be action now within the next few weeks in order for
the necessary economic and administrative machinery ;6 go into place

and also so that the students and their parents can make preparation,

s absolutely barred

Becauge what they are faced with now is this, one

them ‘ from the university. There.is no. way in God's world that

they can go in there under the present‘scheﬁe of tﬁings. Secondly,

they are faced with an even gfeatet problem in some respects and that
is there is little or no employment for them. Now there it is. That is
what you havg on thé plate of many young men and women in this Province
today. . ‘

So, Mr. Speaker, I certainly hope that everyone

in this House yill pay close attention not §ﬁly to the names that are

signed, 172, but remember that this indicates over 4,000 names that we

have tabled in this House within recent days, over 4,000. And if anyone

~
[
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¥R. NOLAN:  thinks that with the long hot

Summer this is going to die,well I have news, Mr. Speaker, fér
all those in this House of Assembly. Because we on this side
will continue to keep these petitions alive as much as we can
and focuglon them in every way possible throughout the Summer

and Fall months., It is not something that may
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MR. NOLAN: die here with the closing of this House of Assembly
and if anyone thinis this is so ghey are making the mistake of their
life. So, Mr. Speaker, I plead with the Minister of Education I have
given up on the Minister of Finance I plead that someone pay some real
attention to the situation that these students are faced with. There are
a number of them who have been carrying on the point,if you like,and
coming fo the House eacn day and so on but they are not alone, they are
merely the repfesentatives, not only of the students at university but
all those that will be coming in the next couﬁle of years and their parents,
their parents who have to try to find out a way, one.for them to enter the
university, to cover their tuition costs, to cover their residence while
they are in there and a little bit of pocket money that they can get. In
addition to that this Summer with construction at the- lowest -ebb possible . ~—
there are fewer and fewer jobs for the many students who need money, who .
must have some money to go to the.university and so it is they have a
terrible economic cross to bear and it is our business as 1egisla:ofs to see that
we are aware of their problems and to make evéry effort chaﬁ we can, which
has not been in evidence thus far, to see to it that they get a chance to
eutét the university this year.

Mr, Speaker, I have much pleasure- although I am
sorry to do so; I wish I did not have .to do so; I wish I did not have this
problem and they did not have this problem-but I certainly support the prayer

of this petition.

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Leader of the Opposition. .

HR.W.ROWE : Thank you, Sir. I rise again, Sir, I suppose

for the seveunth or eightg tiﬁé during this session of the House, to support
this petition so ;dm1¥;£1y presented by my hon, friend and colleague

the member for Conception Bay South (Mr.Nolan). On this subject, Mr. Speaker,
there have of course been a doéen other petitions on the general subject of
cutbacks in education. I have had_the honour and the pleasure of presenting
two Qr three 6f these petitions as exemplified by my ﬁon. friend's presentation
" today; this type.of petition I have presented two or. three myself and was

delighted and honoured to do do.
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HRJHLROWE: tr. Speaker, not only is the need which has been
outlined in the petition an important one, Sir, but I telieve that some

of the best debate of this session of the House, some of the best,not certainly
the best necessary, but some of the best debate, some of the best pointsv
made during this seesion of the House have been made on the presentation

of these petitions on the subject of this govermment's cutback in the education

system of our Province.

AN HON. MEMBER : Hear, hear!
MR.W.ROWE: Sir, if these petitions serve no other useful purpose

but his one, Sir, it has certainly been worthwhile haveing the petitions
brought before this House and argued about and,- although we are not suppose

to debate when petitions are presented, Sir, have what amounts to a debate

e hemw = et e -

on some of these very important issues.

Mr. Speaker, I understand that within the next
few days, if he has.not received it already, the Minister 6f Education will
be receiving the fask Force Report on education. Could the minister indicate
whether he nas received it or not yet , the Minister of Education.

MR. F. ROWE: : Today is the deadline.

MR. W.N. ROWE: He has received it today.

All TON. MEMBER: He has not had a chance to read it yet.

MR. W.N. ROWE: I do not know if he has had an opportunity to look at it, Sir.
MR.NEARY : That will only take fifty seconds.
MiR.W.ROWE : The Task Force that was set up by the minister

was,certainly I do not think,was adequate and covered enough ground or

covered enough of the interest groups which are vitally concerned with

education in the Province, but, Sir, I suppose it isbbétter than notiing

at all, a}though when we see what the substance of the Task Force Report as we
will be able to make a better judgement on that. I call upon the minister

cadaf, Sir, to give us some indication if he has read the report as to what
haé-been recommended by this Task Force,or at least indicate to us when we

can have our own coples so that we can study it and see what.these two gentlemen,
at least, thesé two gentlemen concerned with very narrow disciplines within

the field of education have nad to say about education generally in the
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HR.W.ROWE: Province and particularly since we are on this
particular subject of cutbacks in university education standards, cutbacks
in the expenditure on university,perhaps we can hear what these two
gentlemen,although they have very narrow disciplines and would not cover
the whole gamut,at least we can hear what these two gentlemen have had

to say.

Mr. Speaker, let me make two points which have
already been made but which bear repeating. One, Sir, is that no government
which claims to represent the people, the rank and file of the people of
this Province can tolerate a situation where even ome individual who has
;he talent, the qualifications and the ability to do so is deprived of a -

university or a trade school

~a
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MR, WM. ROWE: ' or any education, Sir, any further é
training In university or some other ‘institute of higher learning, Sir,
i1f any individual is deprived because of financial reasons then any
government which tolerates that stands condemed and should stand
condemed in the eyes of the ordinary people of this Province.
And secondly, Sir, this point has

already been made by my hon. friend,most forcefully by my hon. friend
for LaPoile (Hr..Neary),bug again it bears repeating. The situation
that the students are complaining about and have done so articulately
in a couple of briefs and in their petitions to this House and in their
demonstration out .here and on the public airways,wSir,-the,situatign . .. e
they are complainghg about is made even worse by the fact that as a
result of the poor,adverse, inadequate financial and economic policies
of this govérnment, Sir, there are very few if any Summer jobs available
to students in this Province this year. And so, Sir, ordinarily it
would be bad_enough for students to have to dip'into their own meager
resources or non-existant resources or their parents' meager resources
or to go hopelessly head-over-heels in debt, that would be bad enough,
Mr. Speaker, but usually at least in past years inysay,before the last
six or seven years,ﬁany students could count on getting Summer employment
toihelp bear part of this financial burden: ﬁow, Sir, thev cannot even
depend on thatyand this poor economic ‘management and fdnancial planning
is going to also contribute to the fact that hundreds of qualified,
worthy indiviéduals,young men and women in this Province,this Summer and
this Fall are not going to be able to pursue a higher education , the
higher education which they should be able to pursue, Mr. Speaker, And
who is going to be the loser thére,.Mr. Speaker? Not only the individuals
conéerned, Sir, but future generations of Newfoun&landets generally
will be the losers as a result of this poor,retrograﬁe, retrogressive
unprogressive poiicy of the present administration regarding higher

" education. .

 SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

IR. SPEAKER: . ‘ The hon. member for Eagle River.
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Hﬁ. I. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker in rising to support

the prayer of this petition I;note that the 172 names of the 4,000

names that we presented so far, these 172 are names of students

from rural and,I would imagine,fairly isolated areas of this

Province and last time when I was on my feet on the same topic it -
was to that point that I addressed myself and I again have pleasure

in doing so and will continue to do so,because I think that the students

wno are going to be hit the most by this are going to be the students

from these rural and isolated areas and especially,as I put forward

my point before,especially those students from Labrador and igolated .-

parts of Labrador who are faced with tremendous burdens already

P

without having placed on them an additional economic burden; It
is difficult enough for students living in St. John's,whose families
live in St. John's,to attend university and to financially scrape
through the situation through university,but for students who
come from isolated and rural areas the borrowing is :wicei-foid or
three times that much and I think the emphasis should be on student
assistance and I suggest last time the policy of bursarie; or bursary
system for students from theée areas so that students with a high'
academié record from small communities and small schools, small areas
would have an opportunity of winning such bursaries to assist them in S
meeting the already high cost they are faced with.

I also asked the linister of Education
to indicate to us exactly how much would be saved in the Fublic Treasury
_ by the system of inflicting higher costs on the students. To me it seems
to be socking it to the students whereas when we look around we see some
extravagances, a- considerable amount,and in Labrador we have seen a consideranle
amount there of money that has been wastedymoney spent for very little
returns and yet here we are socking it to the students,asking the students .
to pay.more and more when in essence they should be assisted more and more-
the reverse, the very reverse of the position.

I think this subject needs .to g; ;ired
many, many times and hopefully the minister will take a position ,; uhich

he will outline to us exactly how much money will be saved by the treasury
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MR. I. STRACHAN: in his system of cutbacks in schools,
and the teachers in schools as well as the situation with . the increase
to students at university. I think there must be many other ways in

which the administration,if they wanted to,could cut back.

oa”
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Mr. Strachan: -1 am sure the cost of two Canso water bombers
with $400,000 out on a sale,surely if that was examined carefully
one could find that many students could be financed with a university
education through a correction of errors and extravagances, mistakes,
rather than to sock it to the student,sock it to especially the rural
student who has got to come in herespay for his residence which is a
very high cost, high cost of loans, and also the possibitity that when
he is finished he may have to leave the Province in order to find a job
in order to repay these high loans.
I think there is no question about it.
There is no more ignorant way, I think, of attacking a problem of solving
the economic situation of the Province than to sock_it to the students.
And this is exactly what this administration haSCAOne. Thefe must bé
many other ways it could have been done, man§ other ways it could have
been saved, many other ways the fat could be trimmed off, that
extravagant - mistakes would not be made, that pure follies would not
be made so that the student”‘would be given every opportunity and every
encouragement to carry on his education and.become a better person for it.
I support the prayer of the petition and hopefully
the Minister of Education can tell us exactly how much money will be
saved to the Public Treasury by this system of cutbacks both in
schoolroom education and to the students. How much will be.saved by that?
I hope that this time he will spell it out in hard dollars and cents so
that we can then see whether what he fs saying is appropriate. I do not
believe it is, but I would Tike to see him hopefully on his feet this time
-to spell it out to usexactly how much was saved. I support the
prayef of the petition.
MR. SPEAKER: .The hon. the member for LaPoile followed by the hon.
gentleman for St. John's West.
"MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I was hoping that the hon. the Minister
of Education, Sir, would table a copy of the Task Force report that the
Premier has in front of him there reading it, not that it will dd any good
éir, because-the terms of reference were so narrow that I doubt very much

if it will do anything to help the University students, the students who
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Mr. Neary: want to go into University in September. But I call
upon the government, Sir, to table -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: - this report at an early date as possible, table it
today. After all,the taxpayers paid for it, why should it not be tabled?
Lay it on the Table of the House this very day so that we can all have

a peep at it instead of the Premier over there just scimming through it.
Why do we not all have an opportunity to read it, Sir? -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!

MRi NEARY : * Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer of the petition, Sir,
presented by my hon. colleaque, and in so doing, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to point out that one of the members on the govezﬁmgq}\bgnchegithg.othgr_
day mentioned to me that you fellows are over there, he said, presenting
petitions,asking the government to spend all kinds of money, 2nd where

do you think .the money is coming from? You are making foolish of
yourselves,one of the members said, asking the government - here we are
talking about austerity and cutbacks and you are asking the government

to spend more money. Hell,we are not asking the government to spend
more money, Sir, we are asking the government to rearrange its priorities

and not put the boots -~

. SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
OR. KITCHEN: Right.
‘MR; NEARY: - to students every tihe that they want to cutback.
‘DR._KITCHEN : That is right.

" MR.NEARY: Mr. Speaker, my hon.. colleague mentioned the

;wo water bombers could probably go a long way in paying-the ripoff that
was made by Fig1d Aviation, I think he referred to,in paying some of this
student aid. Well,whateabout Mr. Bob Cole's contract?

© SOME HON; MEMBERS: = .  Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: - Order, please! I must point out to the hon.
'genpleman that a1though'td'a certain extént Standing Orders on petitions
do not have the-precision that one might hope for, they do preclude
debate and that at times can be difficult to define. But I do believe

the hon. gentlieman will probably agree with me that he is now ;traying into

~ —
—_—
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Mr. Speaker: an area which is somewhat off the subject and is
certainly appreaching debate.
MR. NEARY: Thank you, Sir.

Well, Sir, the point that I am making is that if you‘went
over the Budget, the estimates, Mr. Speaker, item by item, I am sure that
you could find all kinds of examples of extravangance and waste, where.
if you eliminated this there would be countervailing savings and there
would be no problem at all,without the government spending one additional
cent, without the taxpayers of this Province being asked to cough up one
additional cent, you could find all kinds of examples of extravangances
and waste where you could get, if eliminated,you would get countervailing’
savings thaﬁ could more than offset the cost of the-student aid. - |

Now, Sir, the Minister of Education and the Minister
of Justice, the Minister of Finance and the Premier have a tendency to
compare the student aid programme in this Province with the student aid
programme in the other Atlantic Provinces, in.the Maritime Provinces..

 And-it is 1ike comparing apples and oranges, .Sir.  And. the hon. .gentleman
does not meﬁtion that over in Nova Scotia, for instance, Nova Scotia |
they havé thirteen dedaree granting institutions and here in Newfoundlanﬁ

we only have one, and everyone has to gravitate towards St. John's.

s
—~
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MR. NEARY: In Nova Scotia you can pick

the university of your choice and you can commute back

and forth daily, and there is a big difference. And this
petition that is being presented n;w is on behalf of
students who live in the rural part of this Province.

In the Maritimes they live closer to the university so
they do not need to pay board and lodgings. All they need
.is to be able to -

DR. KITCHEN: They can live home and walk to

work. -
MR. NEARY: They can live home, that is

right. They can walk to the university practically.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) Cape Breton (inaudible)
Dalhousie. 7
MR. NEARY: And not only that, Sir, but here

in this Province the maximum that a student can borrow is

$750. 1In the other Maritime Provinces they can get their

$1,000.
AN HON. MEMBER: No, they cannot.
MR. NEARY: Oh, yes they can, Sir. Only in

Newfoundland, the maximum they can get is $750. So, Sir,

as one of the briefs that I have in front of me indicated,
the provincial government caught the university community

by surprise when it announced sweeping changes in the funding
for its 1978 - 1979 Budget. The government has raised the
minimum loan requirement for student aid to $700 from $450
despice recommendations to the contraiw And I do hope, Sir,
the Minister of Education will now particip;te in the supportv
of this petition as he has already done with previous
petitions and give us an inkling what is in that report or
table it. The taxpayers paid for 1t ;6 why should it not be
tabled? 1Is it a secret document? Let us have a look at

it and see what is in it, see if it will do any good for

our faltering educational system in this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for
St. John's West. ¢
DR. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support

this petition which has been so ably presenﬁed by my colleague.
And I wonder why the petitions are still coming in. It seems
to me that the matter has been brought before the House now

on I think four separate occasioﬂs and sti1ll the students

say, 'We have a problem.' Normally you would expect a

problem to be cured affet so much support from both sides

of the House, particularly when there is not really a problem,
it 1is only a matter of a couple of million dollar§ that

could be scraped up here or there. What.amazes me.is that ~ it
we are now getting petitions from those who are presently o
at Memorial Universityqor last year at Memorial University,
and the real problem is worse than that, because the real
problem occurs amongst those who have not §EC gone or cannot
afford to go at all who would not be available to sign such
a petition. Sé the problem, Mr.vSpeaker,'is much, much
worse than would be indicated from reading the fetition
and studying the names because of the people who aré not on
there who probably would very much like to be on there
except tbat they might have dropped out some years ago from
school because they knew they could not afford teo go to
university.

1 was 'expecting, Mr. Speaker,
some announcement over the weekend about this matter,-that
the Minister of Education would have solved the problem and
met the needs of these students. I was hoping, for example,
that he would have taken our suggestion ;aét week, made ‘
twice; that the minister would set up a committee perhaps of
former Ministers of Education including the presént Minister
of Education and we would look at the money required and‘see

where we might Pare the Education budget, or where a few

more bucks might be found. And I thought that was an
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DR. KITCHEN: eminently practical suggestion

and one thag he might announce over the weekend. I would

like very much for the Minister of Education to speak now

today to tell us if he has had an opportunity to consider

this serious suggestion that was made to alleviate this

problem. We cannot always be debating against the

government. Sometimes we have to give them a few ideas

as to what to do and we have given them a number of ideas

in the past four or five days of supporting these petitions,
tall kinds of positive, strong suggestions to help the

government out, because I know that the minister is under

great pressure and the Premier must be gndgg_g;ea;.pggssuyg.

I thought we would have an announcement from the Premier

over the weekend, not in support of this petition, Mr. Speaker,

but of his own resignation. But he did not for some reason

or other resign. But I would hope that he would get up now

.and support this petition and set up a committee and get on

with the job.

MR. W.N, ROWE:

And then resign.

DR. KITCHEN: And then resign, right.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for

Port au Port.

HR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to support this petition on behalf of 172 students
representing the rﬁtal students ag Memofial University.

The university
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MR. HODDER: is not for everyone, it is a
place of higher learning and only those students who
are equipped to attend university can do so.

Now, I was a high schoolb
principal for five years and I saw students who left high
school and made up their minds what sort of a career
they wanted. Then some decided to go to university,
the others decided that they wanted to go into different
trades courses and some decided that they would go to work
immediately. Very often those decision are made, Mr.
Speaker, with finances in mind, both from the point of
view of the parent and from the point of view of the
student. .Very often in areas such as the Government ~
House Leader comes from, perhaps where. there is high
unemploymept and where students can get employment
immediately, and areas such as wherg there are CNR dockyards
and things like that, where s;udents can come out of school
and go'to work, whether it be on a longliner, whether it be
on a large schooner, or whether it be working at any type
of job, the feeling is there, or the urge is there to go
out and get that quick money first. v

So many, many students when
they leave school ‘they make their decision as to what they
are going to do for very many reasons and one of them is
financial.

Now; when.you look ét the
various options that students'have open to them it is the
type of student who is equipped to go to university who
has to taﬁe the hardest blow, who has to make the worst
decision, who has to make the hardest decisi§n, whose
ﬁarents must realize that they have some money put away'—

I know there.aré members of this House, perhaps right now,

who may have young children,who are starting right away -

and a lot of people do this - to save money.

._,?_"
~r
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MR. HODDER: It is a sort of college
student plan where you start to save money when your child
is born, so much a month, to put your child through
universiﬁy.
But only so many people can

afford to do that. The people in the rural areas of this -
Province, the people who are on social sérvices, the
people whose parents are out of work, the people who are
in the more depressed areas of the Province, these people
cannot afford to take that money and put it aside for ten
years for the students who want to go to university. -

So that is happeniné is )

v e T e - ~

that the group of people who will be really leading this
Province tomorrow are looking to other things. I have
seen students who applied to the university and were
accepted, applied to vocation schools and were not. The
'reason‘why they were not accepted at the vocational schools
was because they were overcrowded,'because an awful lot
of students realized that there are a lot of Canada Mén—
power seats in the vocational institutions and if they
stay out for a year they can get on a Manpower programme
and go into the trade schools.

There is a provincial
programme where the Province pays éo much for students who
go in on the provincial plan. There are students who drop
out of school and who can go back and be upgraded at a
certain salary, so that when a student and a parent makes
the decision.whether or not to go to university, there is
a-lot going against them. I think that this means that an
awfui lét of students in this Prdvince are not getting to
.university who can. Those who are able and have the ability
to attend university are not doing so and I predict, as I
" pointed ouﬁ ﬁere when I supported another petftion the
o;her day, that it has already been shown in this Summer

semester and in the semester before this, that the enrollments
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MR. HODDER: are dropping off - when the
government tried this before in 1973 the enrollemnts
dropped off to such an extent that they had to change
their minds on it -and T predict that enrollments will
drop off again. I also predict that not only will
enrollments drop off, but I think when you have this sort
of thing happening that you find a lot of people losing.
the desire to go to university, it does not become the in
thing.

Basically what is happening is
that the Province is losing the people whom we need.

We are siphoning off into other jobs and other professions

c:

people we would prefer to be in univeristy taking

advantage of a university training.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: " Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: ' The hon. member for Trinity -

Bay de Verde.
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MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise
in support of the petition presented by the member for Conception
Bay South on behalf‘of 172 students from Memorial University.

Sir, I would like to approach it
in a different way to try and emphasize in supporting this petition
the fact that the students of Memorial University ére not always
there with their hands out looking for something in the way
of bursaries or scholarships or increased student aid. . They are
doing this in this particular case out of complete necessity. But
I would like in supporting this petition, Sir, to point out the
contribution that students and other youth of this Province are making
through our society in this Province today. T

Sir, over the weekend I had the honour and
the pleasure to attend a meeting of the Newfoundland and Labrador Coalition
of Community Youth Councils. There are about fourteen of these councils
throughout the Province, Sir, and there is a centre at Memorial University
here in St. John's and one at the Basilica in St. John's,and I believe
there is a centre in Gander, one in Hampton, one at Main Point, I think
one in one or two other places.. But, Sir, I was tremendously impressed,
Sir, with the enthusiasm of these students outsiﬁe and within the
aniversity, who4Sir, are committed to improving the quality of life
in their own community by ﬁrying to get involved with adults in the
decision making process in their owvn commun{cies, Sir, terribly,
terriblv impressed. ’They were full of enthusiasm and they were
working, Sir, very hard not just to get money to carry'out their plans
and build their centres but to improve the quality of life in their
particular centres,

Sir, oﬁe of the things that most impressed
me, there were a couple of thines, one was the fact that they have a
tremendous concern over the unemployment problem in this Province and I
related, Sir, there that we. have eighty per cent of our fopulation apptbximacely

‘under thirty-four vears of age, and approximately fifty-seven per cent
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MR. F. ROWE: are under twenty-four years of age, and
Sir, of the working force of that group, over fifty per cent are B ‘

unemployed. So, Sir, the people of the university and these vouth
are tuﬁed in to the problems of this Province and are trying to
do something about it, tryine to do something about it. And, Sir,.
when you look at the fact that there are thirty-one per'cent
of our population, thirty-one per cent of our population is less
than fourteen years of age, these students nave foreseen the tremendous
unemployment problem that wé ar; likely to have within the
very near future. If we have over fifty per cent unemployment of
the youth work force group, what is going to happen when these
 thirty-four per cent below the age of fourteen start hirting the
marketplace or the work force? It is going to be an unemployment o
monster, Sir. And this Newfoundland and Labrador Coalition of
Youth Councils, Comﬁunity Youéh Councils, working side by side with
the university students, are tackling these kinds of problems, Sir.
Tﬂey have a sincere and basic understanding of many of the problems
fécing not only this Province but of the Nation as a whole. And, Sir,
one of their major concerns is the wery future of Canada as a nation
vand the unity of Canada. And a representative of the Secretary of
State's Office announced at that particular meeting on Saturday night
th;t this coalition has received $5,000 for the purpose of holding
a conference on Canadian unity, which I understand is going to be
hosted by the Conception Bay South Community Youth Council, but of
course there will be representatives from all over Newfoundland and
hopefully from Labrador.

So, Sir, this is the kind of thing
théc students at the university are involved with, not just the sort ) -
of thing we hear here tod;y vwhere they are coming in passing petitions ‘
to members of the House of Agsembly, probably giving the appéarance
that che§ are just Iooking for handouts. That is not the case, Sir,
These studengs are desperately in need of additional finances and
help to get through universiCy, because they are going broke énd

heavily in debt.
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MR. F. ROWE: But 1 thought, Sir, I would avail of

this opportunity to point out that the students at the universi:y

are not just concerned for their own individual or collective

wellbeing in a financial way. They are willing and able and

capable of making a very significant and positive contribution

to the varlous communities ,throughout Newfoundland, Sir, and these
students at the university represent practically every community;
certainly every geographical location in this Province, and I think

these deserve, Sir, not a break, just fair treatment in this whole
businéss of what has been brnught in with respect to the petitions

over tﬁe last few days and I hope the minister, since he received

the Task Force Report today will see fit to table it 3o that -~ '~ e
we, on both gides of the House, and as citizens, will have an opportunity

since
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Mr. F. Rowe:
it is the taxpayers' money to pay for it. And I hope, Sir, that by H
Friday the Premier will make his promised announcements. Sir, I

give this petition my whole-hearted support.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

'SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Well done: Well put! -
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I would too want to add my

support to that given by the members who have spoken so far, all from this
side of the House,I believe,so far, and I would hope now that the Premier
having read the Task Force report should rise in his place or wilil rise

and give his support. It is a sad day, Mr. Speaker, - _ ——

" MR. NEARY: Any pictures in the Task Force report?
""MR. SIMMONS: - a series of sad days,indeed, with these petitioné
coming in so deserving of the support of every member of the House that the
only people who are supporting are those on this side and the Minister
oﬁ,occasion has supported rather se]ecfively certain aspects of the petition,
or at least he says he has. ‘
Now the Premier has had an opportunity to read

the Task Force report, I suppose, he has been vetting it the last few
minutes to make sure there is nothing in it Tike a call for the minister's
" resignation. We are soon going to need a form 1ettef for resignations, °
Mr. Speaker, there are so many ministers over there about to resign, the
Premier will soon need a form for that alone. I wonder does the Task
Force call for the minister's resignation? If so that would be a sad call
because he cannot take.all of the blame for this mess; he can take a fair
amount of it, but not certainly all of it.

Mr. Speaker, the real reason the Tgsk Force report -
has become a fairly closely guarded secret todéy is the information that .
I have aboyt‘the'report, namely, that it recommends that there be

a freeze.
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MR. SIMMONS: It recommends that the government go back to where it

was before the last Budget, restore the tuition provisions, the student
loan provisions, restore them as they were, restore the teacher allocations:
as they were; this you will find, Mr. Speaker, is what the interim report
will say and why the minister is sitting on it, why he is so glib about

the whole issue. They cannot afford, Mr. Speaker, to release this

report now because it will cut the legs under the government. It will

show that the government was wrong in its budgetary moves effecting education
in the first place. '

MR. NEARY: The Minister of Finance (inaudible).

" 'MR. SIMMONS: It will show that what we havevrecommended, Mr.

Speaker, to the minister and to the government is exactly what the Task
Force is sayingsas limited = -

* SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

MR. SIMMONS: . - in its scope and its background as it is,
nevertheless it has come to the only conc]usfon.that anybody can come to

who looks sensibly at this problem; the sensible thing to do is what

we have been advocatiﬁg,and what I understand now the Task Force is
advocating the government in its interim report,that they put a freeze,

a pre-Budget freeze mind you, a pre-Budget freeze on this whole business

of tuition provision, student loan provision, teacher allocation provision:
and the other items that were %ffected by the vicious budgetary cutbacks,

by the Minister of Finance who has proven so often, Mr, Speaker, that he is
much better as a Government House Leader than he is as a Minister of Finance.

And how we needed him the4other night:

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: ) " Oh, oh!

MR; SIMMONS: How we needed him on Thursday night!

MR;. W. ROWE: Only there is not much to compare him with.
MR. 'STMMONS : That is why, Mr. Speaker, - =

MR. Nt ROHE:. Peckford.

MR. SIMMONS: ' That is why, Mr, Speake#, the Task Force report

is being sat on today by the Premier,being vetted so closely by the Premier:

=
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MR. SIMMONS: It recommends, Mr. Speaker, it recommends that we
not go toying around with the education of secondary students or
elementary students or post-secondary students until we know what we
are doing. I support the petition from the 170 or so students, Mr.
Speaker, as we have supported the petition from the 4,000 and more
students, and as I believe the Task Force,in the spirit of its

interim report,has supportedithem today.'

Now let the minister get up and tell us what is in
that Task Force, or Tet them give us the Task Force report, The taxpayers
paid for it,the least we can do is have a look at it now, Mr. Speaker,
The Minister of Health is in a nice mood today.

MR. W. ROWE: Watch it now,he may come over.

g = = .

MR. NEARY: They got the chicken pox out in his’dist}ict, oué

in Gander, from the spruce budworm spray.

MR. SIMMONS: Well I will sit down , Mr. Soeaker. because I think
the Minister of Health wants to get up and  make a few

sober comments on the subject of the petition, as I am sure we would Tike
to hear from him. I support the petition, Mr. Speaker, and 1 hope the
Minister of Health will do likewise in his usual dignified manner, and the
member for anavista South (Mr. Morgan), Mr. Speakér, I would not mind

if he supported the petition.

AN HON. MEMBER: Is this in order?

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, this is very much in order, Mr. Speaker, very

much in order that we drum up all the support we can from the more sober
members of the House, all the support we can, Mr. Speaker, for this importént
petition. I Support it,_and 1 hope members from the government side

will do likewise.

'SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

[



July 4, 19178 Tape 5044 EC - 1

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Burin - Placentia West.
MR. CANNING: Mr. Speaker, if there 1s any.

member oan the opposite side of the House who wants to

support this petition I will gladly yield to him.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. CANNING: I was hoping that the Minister of

Finance would get up and make a plea on behalf of the youth
of the Burin Peninsula.
MR. NEARY: Hear, hear!
MR. CANNING: One time he was prepared to -
iszas after the plans were made for the paving of the
Burin Peninsula; of course, he knew it was coming. He told
the people of the Burin Peninsula that he was prepared to
crawl up the road if they would give him any pavement,
so I would 1like to see him standing now and supporting the
youth of that area and the youth of Newfoundland.

Mr. Speaker, we can: put up
with the lack of paving, we can put up for another while
with the lack of water and sewer, we can put up with
hundreds and thousands of promises made year after year to
people, but when it comes to education of the youth, anybody,
any Newfoundlander who would not stand up and defend it,
well, I do not understand him, because this is something that
you cannot w;it for. 1If we have 4,000 or 5,000 or 6,000 of
our young people today who want to go to the University in
September, next September may be too late.

AN HON. MEMBER: Right.

MR. CANNING: It is a year gone. The professioﬁ
that they aimed at, their choice in their path of 1life can

be stopped this year in September, because what is going to
happen to them is that they are going to be out among the
unemployed of the Province.

AN HON. MEMBER: They are that now.

MR. CANNING: And they are going to want to eat

and they are ‘going to want to have clothing, so chances are
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¥R. CANNING: they will have to go off in

other fields and,discouraged as they will be, they probably
will not return after another year or so when this

government is finished and a Liberal Government takes over

to pursue our policy the way we pursued it for the last
twenty~three years.

Today with I think 4,000 names

now on this particular issue - there must have been 12,000

or 15,000 people who cried out over the téacher—pupil ratio

- very few, if any, got up on the government side to support
ic.‘ I do not believe anybody got up to support those students
so far. So now 1t may be the last petition for this session,
but we will see again if the minister is going to get up,

or the Finance Minister or some of the ministers. And;like

I said the other day, I would like to see some of the

members over there who took advantage of the day when they

did not need so much to have a loan approved, those who
“took it. Now, Mr. Speaker, knowing what difficulty I had

to get through school,and knowing how wrong we were without the
opportunity we only had after Confederation after the Liberal
Government took over, I for one support this petition and

beg the government to consider {t.

MR. NEARY: Hear, hear! Well spoken.

AN HON, MEMBER: Well "done.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Fogo.
CAPT. WINSOR: Mr., Speaker, I rise to support

this petition, one of many, I may say, involvingvat least
4,000 students. I think it'is a very sad day in the life

of this Province when we see day after day university students
pleading with this government to change their policy on
Education in order that they may have the opportunify to go

to uniQersity and get an education whereby they can go out

in the world and take their place as fhey should and as they

ought. What surprised me, Mr., Speaker, is that only members

~
L
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CAPT. WINSOR: o on this side-of the House have

spoken on this petition. ©Now as I look arouﬁd I cannot s
see any member. on this side of the House with sons or

daughters attending the University. They must be all very

young or all very old, because I do not know 1f there is

a member on this side of the House at present -

AN HON. MEMBER: 'Graham Flight'.

CAPT. WINSOR: Yes, but unfortunately he is not

here to speak. If he were here I am sure he would.

Ten”
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CAPTAIN E. WINSOR: However, Mr. Speaker, I am sure

there are members on that side of the House who have sons or daughters
attending the university. Xow, Mr., Speaker, I am.very pleased to have

been associated with a government who saw the need of an increased

and a developed brain and increasing the educational opportunities in

this Province. We all,those of us who had the opportunity to have served

in the former administration, saw what that administration did to attract
the students to the university so much so that at one point the government
§aid their tuition fee. And what have we seen since this administration has
taken over? Ve have seen those opportunities diminishing every day. It is a
sad, sad day, llr. Speaker, when we seecuniversity students -

MR. S. NEARY: Hard, hard titMes. ™~ - S A
CAPTAIN WINSOR: That is right! It is like the old saying,
"Tory times are hard times" but there are a great many in this Province
today who puéyed and prayed without ceasing that those times would not
return. But, Mr. Speaker, they are returning.

Al HQN. MEMBER: . Temporarily.-

CAPTAIN WINSOR: And, well we hope it is only temporarily.
But, Mr. Speaker, I can recall the days when,of course, you had to_be the
son of a very well-to-do person in your community, or the son of a doctor
" or a merchant to be able to afford to atténd univérsi:y. That changed

with the coming of Confederation and after Confederation, of course. And we :
in the administration at that time struggled very hard to make sure that
every individual who wanted to promote their education would Have the
opportunity to do so, and they did.But, Mr: Speakér, in speaking 6n the
Throne Speech I said then one of two things had to happen in that university
with the government's present policy, and that ome was that the tuition fee
would be increased where students woﬁld not be able to afford to attend

and the other would be the enrcllment would be decreased; whichever.way it
occurred it would affect the students.I think, ﬂr. Spéaker, it is not a disgrace,
but-it will be a disgracé held up byvthe students today ;ho have attended

this House of Assembly and visited the gallery with the backing of
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CAPTAIN WIHNSOR: thousands and thousands of them
behind them,it will be a disgrace and someone will have to answer

to those young students because they are the men and women of tomorrow,
they are the men and women that we are going to have to put our trust
ingand they are' the wen and women who will be standing where ve are
standing today and I hope, Mr. Speaker,that they will have a different
attitude towards of the promotion of education moreso than the present
administration. I take much pleasure in supporting that petition,

Hr. Sgeaker, and as one said more .in sorrow than in shame.

MR. S. WEARY: That is right. Yoy will never forget it.
YR. SPEAKER Oral questions ~~° ~ 70T

The hon. the Leader of the Opposition

HMR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER I am sorry.
¥R. SIMMYONS: . If you have a question, go ahead. The

minister has a question, I believe.

MR. NEARY: Stop the clock, Sir. Stop the clock.
R, BICIKCAN: , Mr. Speaker, I have been on my feet ever

since, Your Honour, said '"Notice of Motiomn".

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:. ' Do we have leave to revert?

MR. NOLAH: o, we went through that the other day.
¥R, HICKMAN: o What for? 4
SOME HON, MEMBERS: : No.

MR. HICKMAN: Do I have leave or not?

MR. NEARY: _ Yes. Yes.

MR. SPEAKER: Leave to revert to Notices of Motion?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: ' What is 1t?

¥R. PECKFORD: He cannot tell you what it is until y0u'

give him leave.

YR, HICIMAN: ‘ Do I have leave?
MR. NEARY: o Yes, boy! Yes!

SOME HONM. MEMBERS: ' ’ Yes.
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MR, HICKMAN: o Now that I have the unanimous
consent ;he enthusiastic consent of hon. gentlemen opposite,
Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask leave to
introduce the following resolution, "Whereas it appears desireable
that an indepandent inquiry be made into the salaries and expense
allowances of members of the House of Assembly in their capacity
as members and miniters,pe it therefore resoived that this hon.
House of Assembly request the Lieutenant-Governor in Council to
appoint a commission under the Public Enquiries Act consisting of
three persons resident in the Provincé of Newfoundland to inquire

into the following matters (a) the

g hmw .

s
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R, HICKAN: cf the present levels of salary and expense allowances
for members of the House of Assembly in their capacities as members and
ministers;(b) the development of levels of salary and expense allowances
consistent with the changing role of members of the House of Assembly .,

and (¢) whether an automatic formula-ought to be instituted for the salary
and,if so, the nature of such formula and that the Lieutenant Governor-in=-
-Council be requested to include in the terms of reference of the commission
a requirement that the commission make an interim report together with

recommendations on the matters referred to it on or before the 31lst day of

" October, A.D. 197€."

MR, HURPHY : Ninteen-seventy -~ what?
MRLIIICKMAN: - October.

ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKRER: Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. W.ROWE: Sir, I have a question for the han. the Premier

and it has to do with the legislation regarding Regional Government in the
Province, Mr. .Speaker. As usual with this administration,the people of
the Province are confused as to the government's stand.on what they propose
to do with Regional Govermment legislation. We have heard the minister
himself say that is it, over his dead body no further legislation, he is
going to resign, he 'is not going to seek any further legislation on Regional
Government come in; yet we see the Premier giving the distinct impression
if not saying directly that come the end of.November the present bill is
going.-to be debated again or new‘legislature is going to be introduced or
some kind of legislation regarding Regional'Governﬁent is going to be
brought into the House. Would the Premier, Sir, kindly inform thevﬁouse as
to what is the government's policy and position on legislation regarding

Regional Governnent?

#R. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.
PRENIER MOORES: . Mr. Speaker, from the very beginning it was this

government's intention to bring in Regional Govermmént for the iWortheast
Avalon area and, Sor that matter,hopefully in other areas of the Province as

well where the people want it and where it can be of Lenefit to them.
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PREMIER MOORES: It is something that I discussed very recently

with the mayor of CornersBrock,for instance,who has some thoughts in this
direction as have other areas of the Province. Regarding the Northeast
Avalon and 3ill 50,that is as it was stated by the Minister of Municipal‘
Affairs and Housing .It was tne intention of the government even after a
second reading of that bill to consult with districts in this area during
the Summer months and towards the Fall towards improving legislation because
no legislation is perfect even wben this House approves it wunanimously as
we have found out on many occasions many years past and recently. The fact
is, Sir, .that we do believe in Regional Government as long as it benefits
the region and as that is the case we would intend to bring that legislation

about as areas are ready for it.

MR.W.ROWE: A supplementary =
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR.W.ROWE: . - Mr, Speaker, that answer. Let me ask the Premier

this then. The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs'indicated in this House
during a couple of speeches he made, and outside the House as well, that

. nis political career would stand or fall on Bill 50. Since that time he has

said he is not going to have anything else to do with Bill 50. It would be

reintroduced or would be discussed in this House over his dead body,which

may be welcome news to some people, yet the Premier éays it is going to

go ahead, we are going to continue with discussion on Bill 50. Will the

Premier indicate whether he has received a resignation fromAthe hon.

Minister:-of {{unicipal Affairs ?

MR. NEARY: Or a threat from him.
‘MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: No, Mr. Speaker, The situation is,as the ‘hon.

Leader of the Opposition knew from past experienceythat ministers and the
first minister get together on various appointments from time to time-as
if the Leader of the Oppositon was the minister of the day and I am sure

the member for Conception Bay South (Mr.Nolan) would be his Minister of

Hunicipal Affairs and Housing. pu¢ that of course would upset the member
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PREMIER [OORES: from St. John' West (Dr.Kitchen). Byt, Sir, those

are the problems that people have when they are not in govermment.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile
R, NEARY: Mr, Speaker, my question is for the hon. the Premier

in the absence of the Minister of Industrial Development whose jurisdiction
this matter comes under,I believe. My question has to do with Newfoundland
Hardwoods, Would the Premier indicate if there have been negotiations or
are there negotiations going on for the sale of Newfoundland Ha?dwoods

to private enterprise?

R. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. -
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, yes.l understand there have been

- - i

A~

.

with several outfits actually,not just any one. 1 think the situation
is where two or three people are making bids for it. The governmant has

not made a final decision as yet on whether to accept them or not.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. NEARY: Would the Premier indicate,Sirywhether the negotiaticns

that are going on include the asphalt setup that they have down at Clarenville?
Does it include the Newfoundland Hardwoods here at Donovan's overpass and
also the operation in Clarenville?

YR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. N
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PREMIER MOORES: © Mr. Speaker, I am not surz of the exact
detail but I do know that two of the applications for the operat'ion
do include the asphalt plant in Clarenville. I thiank there is one PO

.

or possibly two others that are just the hardwood plants alone.

MR. NEARY: " A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, would the hon, the Premier

indicate if these proposals were invited or did they come voluntary

from the two or three sources that the hon, gentleman is referring to?

MR, SPEAKER: ' The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: I think, Mr. Speaker, that there may have

been offers, I am not sure on that particular question: -1 really- .
am not. Sir, I would give the hon. gentleman the information. 1
am not sure whether they wére invited or whether they came from varying

groups, But I will find out.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker.
HMR. SPEAKER: A dupplementary.
MR. NEARY: Would the hon. gentlmean indicate to the

House whether or not the government would welcome proposals from other
parties other than the one or two that have already bid on the asphalt
operation at Clarenville and the Newfoundland Hardwoods down here

at Donovan's Overpass.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: ) The answer is yes, Mr. Speaker. Anyone who wants

to become involved in developing business in' the Province, particularly
in Crown corporationé such as Hardwoods, which has not had a happy past,
I aﬁ afraid to say, anyone who is interedted in that sart of development.
and expanding or keeping going that business on a profit basis Qould -
certainly be very welcome by the government.

MR. NEARY: . A final supplementary, Mr. épeaker.

MR. SPEAKER: . A final supplementary.
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Mﬁ. NEARY: would the Premier indicate, Mf. Speaker,
what will happen if the asphalt operation down ét Clarenville is
sold to ome particular company? My understanding of fhe operation is
now that the government provides more or less a serviée for all

the contractors in the Province. What will happen to the operation
that especially the small contractors will not have access to this
plant,.to this opération in Clarenville and they have been placed
at the mercy of somebody who is their competitor? How is this
going to work out? Will {t not cause chaos in the asphalt market

in this Province? Will not it create a monopoly situation where
one company will have a strangle hold, a monopoly on the asphalt

wg e~ =

distribution in this Province?

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, that Vill obviously be taken

into consideration before any arrangement is made with anybody. The
thing is that there is a monopoly situation on it right now, the

monopoly being held by the government,

MR. NEARY: ) The government has it.
PREMIER MOORES: That is very convenient for government as

far as protectionyIl suppose,of many small industries .is' concerned,

but where it is very, very bad is that there is, not unlike

I supposeythe Liquor Corporation, there is an inbuilt orofit there.

It is not necessarily efficiency that is beiné striven for. It'is

not necessarily being used for the best advantage- to protecg the

small contractors and proole who avail of that facility, yés,Sir,

I think that is something that should bé protected, but equally I think
that it should be put on a =~

R. NEARY: - How will it be prdtected?

. PRENIER MOORES: - foétinz vwhereby it is made as efficient

as vossible and 1 am hot sure by government operation that is the case.

MR. NEARY: The government made $1.25 million (inaudible).
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MR. SPEAKER: ) The hon. member for Conception Bay South
and Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir and St. John's West.

MR. NOLAN: Mr., Speaker, a question for the hon. the
Premier. 1T understand that the Premier is planning an anouncement
concerning sort of a reshuffle of senior civil servants in the
next couple of days, Perhaps he could énlighten the House. I
understand that there has already been appointed an Acting Deputy
Minister of Municipal Affairs, What other changes if any does the

Premier have in mind?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: It is all news to me, Mr, Speaker, If the

member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) would care“to ’€laborate -

maybe I could find out more information as to what he is talking about.

I have no idea what he is talking about.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. NOLAN: All right. Would the Premier then be good

enough to inform us; one, has he announced officially -1 believe
the minister has on the new chairman for the Housing Corporation.
Will he deny then that there is a new acting deputy who has been
appointed and that Ehere has been a circular circulated to that
éffect to every department? Is the Premier denying that,

Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Ur. Speaker, I thought the hon. member

said a major shuffle of senior civil-servants.

MR. NOLAN: That is correct.
PREMIER MOORES: ) There is one person who is obviously

acting deputy minister after the deputy minister is gone to another
job. Hopefully that will be confirmed in a permanent capacityv

,shorgly but that is the only example that I know of that ;he

hon. member refers to as a major sﬂake up of senior civil servants,

_MR. NOLAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.

~ sa—
R
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>ﬁ. NOLAN: I am wondering if the Premier then in
answer to a question we asked on two occaslons and which the

‘ Premier has glven his assurance that it would be done on at leas;
'tvo occasions in this House publicly, if he 1is now prépared

to table the contraect of Mr. Bob Cole in this House, which he

has promised the hon. member on two separate occasions?

PREMIER MOORES: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I did and I do apologize
for not having it here. I have it down on my desk, £he pertinent
points about ityand I will bring it up and make it available to

the hon. gentleman as soon as I go down and get it.

MR, NOLAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER: A gsupplementary. ot - -
MR. NOLAN: Would the Premier also be good enmough

to table the contract of Mr. Bob Lewis in this House?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: I have no idea what the contract is

with Mr. Lewis, Mr. Speaker, whatever department he works with.



July 4, 1978, Tape 5048, Page 1 -- apb

PREMIER MOORES: I am sure it is, but equally,

Sir, I think it is all very well for the hon. Opposition

to say that they want contracts with every individual

who has ever been associated with a political party. If

that had been the case in the past, Sir, I would suggest that

the paper work alone in the last twenty-three years, or the -
twenty-three years before we were elected would do nothing

else but £ill up the time of this House.

MR. SIMMONS: ' Give us the contract, boy.

PREMIER MOORES: Yes, Sir, if there is a major

job involved, and if there is a major function by the _—
individual, of course, it is in the public interest to make

sure that the people know exactly what the remuneration ié

.- - ~ st
—~——

for exceptional people and for exceptional jobs.

I so not say that every person
who is appointed or under contractural arrangement with the
government, this sort of information should come up at
‘this sort of time. I think it is the sort of thing that
should come up in the estimates; if the estimates had

been debated properly this year it, undoubtedly would have.

MR. NOLAN: A final supplementary, Mr.
Speaker. .
MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary, the

original questioner.

MR. NOLAN:v A final.sugplgmentary, just to
make it clear. 1Is the Premier refusing to table Mr. Lewis'
contract with the government or any agency of this government
since he is paid, I assume,out of public funds is the

Premier refusing to do this?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER MOORES : . No, Mr. Speaker, hesitant.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Trinity -

Bay de Verde, a supplementary.

MR. F.B.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, the Premier has been

s

apologizing now for some three or four weeks on not being
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MR. F.B.ROWE: ) able to table the Chairman
of the Special Action Committee's contract. Could the
Premier, in case it slips his mind again, Sir, get his
parliamentary assistant or somebody else to run down and
get the contract and have the contract tabled sbmetime

- this afternoon or tonight, Sir?

MR. W.N.ROWE: Oh, there he goes!

MR. F.B.ROWE: Do I have an answer, Mr.
Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon.member for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir.

MR. F.B.ROWE: He Could be going off getting an

e - -

ice cream for the Premier, Sir.
MR. SIMMONS: - - It is not ice cream the Premier
needs, Mr.. Speaker. .

AN HON. MEMBER: No, no.

MR. W.N.ROWE: It has been a long time since the

Premier ate an ice cream.

PREMIER MOORES: That makes two of us, I would say.
MR. SIMMONS: Yes, when the licking comes he

will not be doing it, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, a question for the

Premier.
AN HON. MEMBER: He is not a sucky baby.
MR. SIMMONS: I had some questions for the

Minister of Manpower and the Minister of Industrial
Development, both of whom are absent today. I think this is
the third day the Minister of Manpower has been absept
,althouéh he is tﬁe immediate environs of the House, or at

least he was.

MR. NEARY: He was here a half hour ago.
"MR. SIMMONS: A He was just before the House

opened, Mr. Speaker.
The first question for the

Premier;:Mr. Speaker, in the absence of these two, have these

~
et
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MR. SIMMONS: two ministers been instructed

by their Premier not to attend the House during Question

Period?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, to the Perry Mason

of the House of Assembly I would like to reply that the
answer is no. But also for the hon. member's benefit, Sir,
I would like to advise him that Judge Mahoney was appointed

to conduct the enquiry and not himself.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR.. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. SIMMONS: . The Premier thinks out loud, Mr.

Speaker, finally. He would hope that he“éﬁﬁié ﬁavééisﬁghéd )
it off on Mr. Justice Mahoney. The fact is there are answers
~which the House desérves to know and the House is not getting
those answers. But we shall keep probing, not only me but
other members of this Opposition will keeping asking the
questions until the answers come out. The Premier might not
want to realize it, Mr. Speaker, but he is answerable to this
House of Assembly when he is here.

Now, Mr. Speaker,>interestingly
enough there was another Minister of Public Works,I believe,
who happens to be here at the moment and perhaps that
minister, Mr. Speaker, could tell us. The Minister of
Forestry and Agriculture, would he indicate to the House, Mr.
Speaker, if when he was in the Pﬁblic Works portfolio he
used a preferred list of contractors in giving out untendered
‘work to various contractors?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture.

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, I was minister of
the department, I think, for a total period of two months
altogether and no, I did not use any preferred lists of
people for giving out contracts for Public Works.

MR. SIMMONS: - A supplementary.
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MR. SPEAKER: ~ A supplementary.
MR. SIMMONS: . An interesting answer, a very

interesting answer to have into the record, Mr. Speaker.

MR. W.N.ROWE: He was there two months.
MR. SIMMONS: ) They were two very eventful

months ,you will find out, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, to the same minister

a supplementary. Would he indicate for the record whether
during his two months in Public Works or at any other time
as a minister he was ever offered any payment for delivery

on promises to get untendered government work for contractors?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister.

MR. MAYNARD: No, Mr. Speﬁzéic—& Qas';og“

MR. STMMONS: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.

MR. STMMONS: The minister indicates -~ for the

record, Mr. Speaker, would the minister indicate whether at
any time he received - I say to the Premier the answers may
be revealing, even to him. I have a couple for him as well,
after. But to the minister concerned, Mr. Speaker, did he

at any time receive any gifts? Did he accept,
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MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, any gifts from
any of the contractors who got untendered work from the
government - and I can give him some names if he would
like to react to these - the Walsh firm, the Noel firm,
these two in particular, did he receive any gifts at‘any
time from these contractors who were representatives of

these firms or principals of these firms?

MR. LUNDRIGAN: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order.
MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, I think this line

of questioning is totally out of order, Your Honour.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, pleasel--.Order, please! .
MR. LUNDRIGAN: The memberlis asking has the
minister received an§ gifts, has a &embet of this Legisiature
received any gifts. Mr. Speaker, a member can get up here
and carry on that line of questioning and impugn motiQes,
affect tﬁe character of an individual, reflecf on the
character of a member of this Legislature on a daily basis
just by questions: the question leaves an impression that
there has been some form of activity on -the part of an
individual member of the House which is not ethical or not
even legal, and I feel, Mr. Speaker, if a member has any
evidence at all that there has been any kind of activity
on the part of a member which is unbecoming or which 1s of
a criminal na£ure that he should 'lay his évidence on the
table. And he might very well have evidence on the part of
any one of the fifty-one members in the House, and if he
does, of course, he has an inmediate responsibility, not-
a.responsibility two months from now or three months or
five months, ‘an immediate responsibilicyAto'give up this
fo£m of intimidation and lay his charge and lay his cards

. Y. :
on the table. And on that basis, Mr. Speaker, I strongly
object to the line of questioning. For Your Honour's

informatioﬁ, I have checked with quite a number of péople
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HfR. LUNDRIGAN: _ the last few days in the
parliamentary setting who have been involved in this kind
of setting for quite some years and they feel it is
unbecoming of a member of the Legislature to get up and
impugn motives to suggest behaviour of a questionable :
nature without laying a charge or without being willing

to .move a question of privilege.

MR. SIMMONS: To that silly point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:. I will hear the hon. gentleman
toward whom the point was made.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speakeil fifsg °f_§;l' og.
course, the record will show that I have questioned no
motives. I have asked some questions and I have asked them
for a couple of good reasons; one, because the matter of

the acceptance of gifts byvchac minister, at least testimony
to that effect, is a matter of public record, and I am giving
the minister an opportunity, a clear opportunity to tell

his side of the story, to say whether it is indeed true or
not, and I beliéve'he ought to welcome that opportunity.

I say also to the member for Grand Falls that his advice,
like most of the advice he gives, has been taken beforehand
and that I have already told the police exactly what I know
about this matter and other matters about which I will ask
questions. And he,s Mr. Speaker, will not intimidate me by

alluding to unnamed sources.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. SIMMONS: Tell us your sources.
MR. SPEAKER: : Order, please! I think the hon.

gentleman has made made his submission on ‘the particular
point of order. Hon. members might recall that on a point
"of order brought up a few days ago I referred to Beauchesne,
page 147, and among other citations there the statement
that 'a question oral or written must not:' and then

'1) céntain.imputations.' Now at that time there 1is a

o
L
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YR. SPEAKER: : distinction, as my memory tells
me, between when that point was brought up at that time
and - now. When I gave that ruling with respect to imputations
on Friday, I believe it was, 1t was my statement at the time
that in my opinion this stricture applied to an imputation
against a member, an imputation of some wrongdoing against

a member, and that it would be wrong for a question to have
an imputation of wrongdoing against a member. With that
particular question at that time, I stated my opinion that
that question contained an imputation of wrongdoing or
whatever with respect'to somebody who was not a member of

the House of Assembly. The question was something to the

—e . -

effect of whether somebody had offered something to a person -

who was a member of the House and I said, ' If there is an
imputation there, the imputation is with respect to the
offeror, a’person'noc in the House. However, a question
‘where there is an imputation toward, let us say, an offeree
who is a member of the House, I think would come under that
stricture. So having said that, I do not think it is
necessary‘to say any more. The hon. gentleman may wish on
a supplementary to rephrase the question, because I think
there is a distinction in those two questions where the
imputation in this case is toward the offeree who is a member
‘of the House whereas in the other one toward an offeror who
was not a member of the House. And the point is not the
offeror or offeree, it is whether the person is a member

of the House or not a member of the House.

e
~
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MR. SIMMONS: - Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
A supplementary. .
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.
SIMMONS: A supplementary and perhaps to rephrase the question
to the minister concerned: Has the minister ever been offered any gifts
by representatives of contracting firms doing untendered work for the
Department of Public Works or by the principals of any of these firms?
And ‘the brunt of the question clearly is, has he ever been offered such
gifts by these persons or companies?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture.

wge hemew = s

MR. MAYNARD: No, Mr. Speaker, I have not been offered any gifts.“
I have no idea what the hon. member is leading up to and what he
mentions regarding‘being the matter of public record in a previous
statement he made. But I would cértainly Tike to see the public record
that he is talking about. But‘there haQe been no gifts offered to me

to award work at any time to any particular contractor.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. SIMMONS: During the period the minister was Minister of

Public Works did he at any time receive any instructions from the Premier

that untendered work be given to any particular contracting firms?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture.
"MR. MAYNARD: Absolutely not, Mr. Speaker.
" MR. SIMMONS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is good to have in the

record as well.

MR. SPEAKER:  The hon. the member for St. John's West.I had
indicated I will recognize next. |

DR. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, my question is directed to the Premier
and it concerns a question which we asked in the House some time ago

and that the Premier was going to follow up on, and let us know. He-
indicated todéy that the House wouid in all probébi]ity meet this

Fall to disutss;émongst other things, regional government. And I am
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Dr.  Kitchen: wondering if he has had an opportunity to look into

the matter of having the Fall session of the House held in Labrador, anﬁ

if so, what progress has been made in these deliberations with respect to
having the House meet in Labrador?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Not a great deal, Mr. Speaker, lWhen I was

in Corner Brook last week the people there havinc heard this were interested
in also having a session there. The foéiétic; and the set up for such

a meeting is something that we will take a look at. I would suggest it is
going to be very difficult for any pro]onged'period of time. It is certainly
not somethina we are opposed to, but it is something that is not going

to be easy, Sir. - -

P

DR.KITCHEN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
"MR. SPEAKER: A supplementarys,the original questioner.
DR. KITCHEN: . I wonder if the Premier would make a distinction

between having it in Corner Brook and having it in Labrador, where -

the political climate is so much more different, where

the separatist tendancies within Labrador are much greater thaﬁ they are
within Corner Brook,even though I know that Corner Brook does not
particularly care for the city either, But I am just wondering if he would
put Labrador in a different category from h;ving‘it in aﬁother pface on
the Island? ,

MR. ‘SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: I certainly think Labrador would be the first priority,
Sir. I would like to hear from the hon. member which‘part of Labrador

" he particularly would Tike to see it in:’

"MR._STRACHAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supp]ementary, the hon. the member for Eagle River.
"MR. "STRACHAN: Mr. Speéker, dealing with the same question of

arranging visits to parts of the Province, could the Premier tell me
7

~ vhether there was any arrangement at any time,or if not, why not, for the
Queen during her visit here to‘on1y visit St. John's and Corner Brook, why .
the Queen was not asked at that time to also visit Labrador or to pay a

visit and drop Corner Brook, for instance, possibly?

f



July 4, 1978 Tape 5050 PK - 3

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, this has actually very little
to do with the Provincial Government, but the question is a good one
because.we asked the same question. It was certainly my wish that
the Queen visit Labrador in this particular trip. The fact was shé

had two days in the Province in total of which one she wanted to come

to where her representative was, and to the Capital City,St. John's, and -

one being left for wherever. Now in Labrador to have one day with the
time to travel and with the ohvious number of stors. - it just could not

be one stop - I only wish there was a longer period of time, and I only

wish that it would have been possible for her to visit there. I would

have thought, Sir, that that was absolutely something that we wanted but

'because of time restraints we could not arrange.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Port au Port followed by the

hon. the member for LaPoile.

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Premier. In light

of the fact that the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture when he was in

Stephenville two or three weeks ago said that there would be 'an announcement

on Labrador Lfnerboard Limited by fhe end of June or early Ju1y, and also
the fact that several Cabinet ministers have been making optimistic
statements, would the Premier now tell us how the negotiations are
going; with- whom they are negotiating and generally whether we are

making any progress or not?

s

LS.
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MR. SPEAKER: The nhon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Hr. Speaker,I think it is fair to say

negotiations are going well.I certainly am not prepared to say who they

are ongoing with.l think that would be very wrong at this point in

time. I think it is too early to say when there will be a

definitive announcément one way or the other,but negotlations have

been going onsthey have been proceeding well with several

companies.

MR, ﬁGDBER: A supplementary, lr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER: A suppleﬁentaty.

MR. HODDER: Would the Premier be able to assure

the people of Bay St. George that there is a future -there,l .say-this_. ..

bec#use already some councillors have.made statements, you know,

have asked the government publicly to either announce that the mill

is going to're-open or notybecause in my checking around the district

of Port-au Port and Stephenville some thirty to forty people aré moving
~out at the present time and the place is full of rumours as to what is

happening. Would the Premier give us some assurance that the mill be

opening and that people should stay on there?

MR. SPEAKER: . The hon, Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: I wish I could, Mr. Speaker; I cannot

and.I do not believe in making annauncements unless they can be confirmed.

I think it would be.very wrong at this point in time.

AN HON. MEMBER: The Straits of Belle Isle are dynamite!
4 .
- PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, is there any way to

control that man at all? I do not chink.go. But the fact is, Sir, I do not
think that announcements of that staéure where people's lives.are

at s;aké should be made until they can be confirmed. As I say,we are
optimistic that they will be satisfactory to the area and to the
prosperity of the area,but cé make a definitive statémnnt and encourage
people one way or the other I think having said what we have said they
have to make up their own minds and hopefully within a few months the

air will be cleared.
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MR, J. HODDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR, J. HODDER: . . Just one comment to the Premier-if

as he says he does not want to encourage people why are the members
of his Cabinet making optimistic statements everytime they go in

Bay St. George?

MR, S. NEARY: That is right.
MR. SPEAKER: The bon. Premier.
PREMIER HOOQRES: - : Mr. Speaker,on that comment there

is a lot to be optimistic about.

MR, S. HEARY:

-~ i—

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for. LaPoile. i
MR. S. NEARY: I want to get back to this Newfoundland

Hardweods and the asphalt plant down at Clarenville again for a moment.

Would the hon. the Premier tell the House if a deal has yet been struck

for the sale of the asphalt plant and Newfoundland Hardwoods?

MR, SPEAKER: = - L ‘The hon. Premier.

PREMIER HOORES: : Definitively, Mr. Speaker, not to my
knowledge.. .
MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. '

MR. S. NEARY: Would the hon. gentleman indicate

what companies the government are negotiating with for the dale of
this asphalt plant which will give somebody a monopoly on asphalt

and certain kinds of board and wood in this Province? What companies
are the government dealing with?

MR. SPEAKER: ) The hon. Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: . Well first of all, MMr. Speaker, I
do not know the name of all. the companiesiI know there are several.

I do know that if I did know the names I would not,;dhen negotiations
are going on,have.them up'fdr pol;tical debate in this House because
that would crucify anyone with any good intent. But as I said to the

hon. member before what we will only be too glad to do, Sir, is to
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PREMIER }NOORES: - welcome anybody with an interest

in developing any enterprise that the government is p;esently
operating.ue would also welcome people to assistance for governmént”-
to operate any other enterprise of a similar nature that cculd be

to the benefit of the Province.*1d that I have made very clear,

that we would welcome any or all participants in that sort field.

MR. S. NEARY: . A supplementary, Mr. Speakee.
MR. SPEAKER: & supplementary.

MR, S. NEARY: . Would the hon. gentleman indicate

that the government is just dealing with one company or more than

one company? The Premier indicated that there was several companies

involved. I would like for the Premier to confirm ¥hetlier the -~ '~ - - ~—
negotiations are going on with one‘specific company or if they are going
on with several companies and how these companies managed to get involved

in ‘the first place? Were they asked to give submissions .or how did

the word get out that the asphalt operation now at Clarenville.was up

for grabs?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier,.
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speéket,first of all I do know

there are several companies involved and a couple made proposals

to the government, Primarily it was the Hardwoods plantyand it does
not take much Eoresight or investigative knowledfe to realize that

the Hardwoods plant has not done well for qﬁite some years.They had one
or two yearsl where they came close to breaking even or made a small
profitybut in fact they have not had a good track récord. VWe were
very anxioussand I think anyone.who was that close to'the scene or knew
tihie scene was aware that we were anxious,to get someone to take that
particular operation over. Other people on separate occasions have

shown an interest in the asphalt plant for the asphalt plant itself

concept.
¥MR. S. NEARY: . Why was it a secret up until now?
PREMIER MOORES: . Now we have had a couple of instances

where people are also interested in the Hardwoods plant and the Asphalt
blan: but, Sir, it is a combination of two there is no great mystery

tovany of this.
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MR. NEARY: Way was it kept so secret?
R. SPEAKER: The hoa. Leader of the Opposition. '
iR, W.lI, ROWE: ‘ Mr. Speaker a question for the Premier

we heard today on the nev'Js that the Publlic Utili-t:ies Board has apparently
apprdved a nearly 9 per cent avérage inérease in the rates of electricity
for the consumers of the Province as a result of an application by
Newfoundland Light and Power Compan); Limited. ‘ould the Premier

indicate what his administration intends to do-if anything,if nothing
tell us,if anything tell us that as well-what they intend to do i .
anything about this yet another increase in the electrical rates to the
hard pressed consumers of Newfoundland and Labrador?

agr vt e,
Mo a”
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YR. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier,
PREMIER MOORES: Mr, Speaker, the reason that the Public

Utilities Board have ghe mandate,if you like.to hear the
power increase proposals from Hydro or Newfoundland Light and Power
or whoever the case may be, is a vefy aimple reason that they
do not have any axe to grind, that they do look at it objectively,
that they do.have a balance of what are proéer charges and what
are not. Now as far as the government itself is concerned, to have
an independent body like that, whilst power increaseé are urifortunate
and whilst they are pretty tough on people who are involved in them,
have to pay them, obviously it is also in the world we live in a
fact of life that there will be power increases.” Now as far
as the government is concerned, Sir, there are very few things we.
" can do, The only thing we can do are of the sort like removing
the sales tax from electric heat, like recalling Hinds Lake to save
this Province $4.5 million. This 13 the sort of thing we can do, Sir,

and are doing.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. W. ROWE: Nothing in other words.

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

MR. HICKMAN: Committee of Ways and Means.
On motion that the House resolve itself

" into Committee of the Whole,. Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!
HR. HICKMAN: Motion 1, Bill No. 38.
MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, if nobody else wants' to speak

on-it, I think we pretty well, unless my hon. friends want to speak

on it, we pretty well clued up the debate on this bill the last session,
Ihere is only one thing that I want to say about it, that the Provincial
Government put up the sales tax, the Federal Government reduced it by
three cents and so the people of this Province now are paying an.

eight per cent sales tax thanks to the generosity of the Government of

Canada, -of the Liberal Government up in Ottawa, But for the generosity
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MR. NEARY: of the Government of Canada, Mr. Chairman,
but for the generosity of Mr. Trudeau and his colleagues up in
Ottawa, ‘the peoéle of this Province would now be paying eleven
per cent sales tax, in actual fact. They are now paying eight
per cent until October and then the agreement runs out ard
this is a companion bill for the one that we already put through,
Mr., Chairman, on the income tax, where we amended thé Incgme Tax
Act so that the Provincial Government could get back the losses
on the reduction in the sales tax.

And so, Sir, im view of the fact that

the Govermment of Canada, Mr. Trudeau was not able to call a

general election in the Spring - A
MR. MURPHY: He 1s taking the money out of his

owﬁ pocket,1is he?
MR. NEARY: I believe, Sir, the member for St. John's

Centre (Mr. A. Murphy) should say a novena or two fof Mr. Trudeau -

M4R. MURPHY:- Right.
MR. NEARY: ~ to hope that he will be successful

whenever he goes to the polls, whenevét he goes to the polls againm,
Sir. Perhaps the hon. gentleman could say a novena that the Prime
Minister of Canada -~

YR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, for all us ordinary
Protestanis, what is a novena?

MR, NEARY: I will ask the monk over there to tell. It
would take me too long to explain it to the hon. éentleman but the
gentleman, the member for St. Johm's Centre (Mr. Murphy)

is very familiar with that. I do not know if he has got the robes ygt
or not. He-+certainly has the collec£ion plate.

AN HON. MEMBER: | (Inaudible).

MR. NEARY: ' $1 a card.

i



July 4, 1978 Tape No. 5052 N{ -3

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, perhaps the hon. gentleman

will have a bingo game, if Mr. Trudeau -

MR. MURPHY: . ’ I am goine into building supplies (inaudible).
MR. NFARY: Yes, that would be a good idea you know.

It would be an excellent idea. It would be an excellent idea. Then
you would get in all kinds of trouhle and then the Miniater of Justice
would naul you into court and then you would be fined, the same as all
the other peoplé who break the law, except of course the privileged
few, except the likes of Affiliated Marine Metals. They do not

commit fraud, Sir- no fraud, no cheating on their part. - It is a
mistake. We were withholding money becausé they might have made

e h=e - P - .- - ——

mistakes in submitting their invoices. ’ - —



July 4,197 Tape io. 5053 - AH-1

HR. NZARY:
In certain other quarters it is called fraud but when it is Affiliated
Marine Metals, the administration's buddy, it is not fraud, it is just
mistakes.’
MR.SIIRIONS : ‘ They do not have :o:cheat,the minister does
it for them.
HR; NEARY : ’ Who is the hon. gentleman trying to con?
Anyway, ilr.Chairman, gettiuyg back to the Retail Sales Bill Mr.Trudesau did not
pull off the electioniwhen e planned it, in the Spring, and so the three
cents reduction in the.Sales Tax,I presume was meant to solicit - let us
call a spade a spade, Sir - to solicit a few votes I suppose with the
people across Canada.and I would think that with a Eall election coming
up,or maybe next Spring,that there is a stvong possibility that this three
cent agreement, three cent reduction on the part of the government of
Canada, this generous gesture on the part of the government of Canada
maybe extendéd for another six months. I am hoping that it.will and perhaps
the hon. gentleman can indicate whether negotiations have yet begun .Pretty
soon you will see. the.Minister of Finance in.Ottawa, ne will get aboard
the DOT jet and he will-starc his cross €anada four, this is only July,
he still has July, August, September, he still has three months, practically
all July, August and September, they have three months now to make up their
wminds whether they are going to extand this privilege to all Canadians,of
the government of Canada having tO step into provincial jurisdictions -~ the
first time ever it happened,l suppose,in the bistory of Canadg- where the
government of Canada stepped in the provincial‘jurisdiction because the
wrovinces were sacking it to the ordinary people, ‘to the consumers, were
socking it to the taxpayers,especially in this Province wheré we have the
highest Sales Tax in the whole of Canada. Uacle Ottawa, which the hom.
Minister of Fishetieg so strongly condemns those inside and outside of this
House , every time the hon. gentleman opens his mouth.he has nothing but
strong condemnation for the government of Canada. It is a wonder, Sir,
that they would put up with us at all, and yet here they turn around after
" this government increasing the Sales Tax by one percentage point, thé

government of Canada takes off three cents here in Newfoundland. Sir,it
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SR, NEARY: was a wonderful thing, it was a godsend, a godsend
to thé hard pressed consumer and the hard pre;sed taxpayer in this
Province. I would like to see the Sales Tax wiped out altogether myself
but obviously, Sir, that is not going to happen for séme time; But at
least Mr, Trudeau and the government of Canada had the courage to reduce
the Sales Tax in this Province by three cents and that is part of what
we are doing in this bill now, Bill No. 38; the provincial government

is uping the Sales Tax, the federal government is reducing the Sales.

Tax .
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. NEARY: The tning does not balance itself out because

it would be much more revenue, it would be much more coming back to the

people. ' And so, Sir, I hope, Mr.Chairman, that this little benefit,
unexpected windfall for the consumer, I hope, Sir, that it will continue
after the first of October. I have every hope that because we have not
had an election, we haQe not had a federal general election that you will
see an extension of this three cent reduction in the Sales Tax go on

foz about another six months and God only kmows, Sir, the consumers in
this Province could use that.money.

“R. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Terra Nova.

MR.LUSH: Mr.Chairman,, I just want to say a few words on

this bill if I could get a copy.of it. 1ifr.Chairman, there are two parts
to this bill, one affecting the Retail Sales Tax. aiid the other of tangible
per sonal property. I do not know how many bills would have to go through

the House of Assembly now affecting
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MR. LUSH: the cutback that we got from
Ottawa. I think this 1s the second one, a bill that i
without the generosity of Ottawa we would not have, either
that or a bill in another form, a bill imposing 11 per cent
sales tax, but because of the generoéity of the federal
government, because of the kindness of Ottawa, because of
the sensitivity of that government to the needs of the
people of Canada, we here in Newfoundland see a reduction
from what would have been 1l per cent now to 8 per cent.
And, Mr.Chairman,,that 1is certainly a great blessing to our
people, because I do not know how our people can continue

to make it as taxes are continually imposed. Right now we -

are the highest taxed people in Canada, but this little
break from Ottawa is certainly a ray of light to our
ﬁewfoundland people. And along with the hon. the member
fér LaPoile, I certainly hope that this thing can stay with
us much longer than the six months, because our people
certainly need -

- AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) have an

election every year.
MR. LUSH: That is right. And this kind
of tax, the sales tax, is a tax that hits the ordinary people - .
of this Province. It is the kind of tax that hurts everybody,
but it hurts the ordinary ﬁeople of this Province more so
than other groﬁps of people. And f certainly hope that this
tax can stay at its present level for a long, long time.
But, Mr. Speaker, within this
bill there is an item that particularly affects my own -
district and it has to do with boats. I think there is a _ e
regulation which says that a boat has to be over a 300 ton
capacity to- be exéﬁpted from taxes, and in my district there -
are a lot of boats, ferries - the ferry from Burnside to
St. Brendan's 1s not a 300 ton boat and thus is not exempt

" from the sales tax. And, Mr.chairman, that boat certainly
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MR. LUSH: needs to be replaced now, but

for the private operators to buy a 300 ton boat is a

costly venture and since they do not fall because they

are under 300 tons, the kind of boat necessary for that

run, it is a tremendous burden on the owners to buy a

new ferry. And I would hope that the provincial

government would see it necessary to cut back the tonnage

whereby people are exempt from the sales tax., As I have

said before, the ferry in St. Brendan's, and I expect the

one in Bonavista North, certainly, which is smaller than

thé one on the St. Brendan's run, to replace these ferries

it 1s a heavy investment on the part of .the owners.- .- - ﬁ?;
And I would hope that the

government would ‘see fit to cut back on that tonnage so

that boats of this kind, the interprovincial ferries

throughout the Province would be exempt from this sales

tax. And I would expect that almost all of the ferries

throughout the Province fall under 300 tons, and therefore,

vthey are not exempt from the sales taxs I would venture

to say that all the ferries in the Province excepting the

Bell Island one, that is probably the only one that can

be exempted under'this regulation. So I would hope, .

Mr.Chairman, that the government would change this so that

other ferry operators throughout the Province and other

boat operators would be able to be exempt from this tax,

because as I have said before, most of the boats throughout

the Province, the smaller type boags, the Smaller type

freighters, fall under 300 tons and thus are discriminated

against in a way. They fall from.under the exemption that .

is offered in this bill, because the boat ﬁas to be over

300 tons. And as I have said, this strikes my district

particularly hard'because there are tour boats in the

Tefrg Nova National Park and now with the Kipawo not

operating there there are other private investors
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MR. LUSH: . ' who would like to put on

a tour boat there. As a matter of fact, I talked to two
or-three over the weekend and they talked about the
tremendous ‘tax  that they have to pay when they buy a

small boat for that purposé, to offer people tours around -
the Terra Nova National Park. ’

Mr.Chairman, I would hope that
éhe minister listening to this today would make this change
that would make the tonnage less becéuse there are not too
many operators around Newfoundland who operate boats over
300 tons, that is a big boat. Most of the freighters and
most of the tour boats and ‘the ferries that operate in the
Province are under that limit of. 300 ton§ aﬂa'ﬁhus‘HaVe to
pay this tax, they are hit by that tax and again that is an
example of the kind of business that this government »
prémotes, ﬁhe kind of business that they encourage.
Mr.Chairman, a boat over 300 tons is a large boat. It is a
large boat-and I would hope that the government would see
fit to change this particular clause and make it a little
less tonnage, more in line with the majority of boats,
freighters and tqurist boats and ferries that operate
throughout the Province so that the small business people,
the small investors, the small operators of boats would
certainly get the benefit of this particular clause which
as it exists now will not givé them the benefit.

So I think if'the government were
concerned about the small operators, the operators of small
boats, boats ‘under 300 tons, that they would want to give
them a break and thus provide ﬁs with greater.services.
Because I am sure that if a private operator were-faced with
the venture today of replacing a ferry on a certain run, be
it the St. Brendan's one or the Bonavista North one, that the
tax that‘the person would have to pay on getting such a boat
would be a detriment to that person going to buy a boat.

When he realizes the large amount of tax that he is going to
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MR. LUSH: have to pay certainly he would
think twice before he purchased a boat to put on a
particular run.

. So this particular bill as it
exists is certainly discouraging private operators of
ferries and tourist boats and this sort of thing, in the
ferry business, discouraging them from getting new ferries
boats that would be mbre adequate to do the job, boats
more up to déte. This excesgive tax that they are now
faced with is discouraging them. With tour boats
throughout the Province, certainly goodness these people
have so hany regulations imposed upon them now, péople who
would want to go into that venture of pdgtfﬂg on tour boats v a
that there are all sorts of restrictions as it is and when
they realize that they have to pay this excessive sales tax
Mr. Chairman, it is certainly discouraging people. I
would hope that the government in the interest of doing
something for these ferry operators and for tour boats and
other small freighters throughout the Province, that they
would certainly reduce this tonnage so that most of the
operators, so that most of the people attempting to get
into that kind of trade, get into the ferry service, get
into the tburing'boat business or whatever, and the small
freighters around the Province; that we would remove this
clause and reduce the tonnage so that these people could
certainly get a break from the sales tax.

7 So, Mr. Chairman, that is about
ail I want to say on the billﬂ Because as I say, it does
affect my own district with a ferry service there and also
with tourist boats in the area. This is a éroblem that
many private investors, people who would pﬁt on tour boats
have brought to my attention; the excessive tax that
they have to pay, the excessive SSA in purchasing a boat.

As I have said before; the only way they can qualify to be

exempted under the act is to buy a boat that is over 300
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MR. LUSH: ) tons and that is a large boat,

. Mr. Chairman, I certainly hope that the government in the
interest of promoting the economy of this Province, that
particular aspect of it, ferry services and tour boats

and small freighters and the like, that the government
certainly would look at this and realize that there is
something wrong with the act and in the interest of

similar areas that are served by ferries, that the government

would look into this clause ané hopefully change it.

v
L
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MR. CHAIRMAN: ‘ © The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. HICKMAN: If 1 may have but a quick word to respond to the

hon. gentleman, and it will only take a minute, the hon. gentleman

for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush) this‘question has been raised with me by
anpther hon. gentleman opposite who represents an area served by a
ferry.  Number one, the guestion of whether or not all boats should

be exempt is not a matter for the Act, it can be done by regulation.

I have asked officials and others to assess for me so that I in turn
can advise government with respect to the question of whether thé
regulation should be amended, what the cost will be to the ProJince,
because ye are more generous.in this Province now than any of the other
nine Canadian provinces as it relates to boats of various sizes or as
generous, For instanceseven in the Maritime Pr;;iﬁéé; Qheréhfhe; shéﬁlé
have a history similar to ours of activities on fhe sea, they will only
grant an exemption if the boat is operatino extra-territorial

not as between New Brunswick,say, and Grande Manan Island, but it

would have to be between New Brunswick and " the port of PortlandsMaine,
you know, beyond thé twelve mile 1imit. The same apb]ies to Nova
Scotia.

In Newfoundland,as the hon. gentleman said,vessels

of more than 300 tons gross are exempt as well as any other vessels

that are in any way involved as commerical fishing vessels. I am sure
the hon. gentleman would not want ﬁ]easure craft exempt from retail
sales tax. But it is a fact that we are m§re, and I use the wordS,
‘more liberal' with our exemptions than the other Canadian provinces with
respect to the.retail sales tax on boats. Some'provinces give no
exemption at all. And others,for 1'ns'cance_1"n British Columbia, vessels
are more than 500 tons, and in the Maritimes they have to be operating
extra-territorial. But it is a matter that is now, I want to assure
this Committee, béing studied. It does not reauire any amendment

to the Act that is before the House, the bill that is before the House,
it can be done'by regu]ation. But it is a very valid point, and one
that whilst I cannot commit government I would think there is some
sympathy for because - as it relates to ferries, but agaiﬁ is how do

you find a non-discriminatory formula that would bring in ferries - or
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Mr. Hickman: exempt ferries rather and make sure that pleasure
craft and other boats they are not in that category of either fishing
commerically or transportation of pérsons for fares would be still
paying a retail sales tax. But it is well under control.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. the member for fogo.
CAPTAIN WINSOR: I would first like to elaborate a 1itt1e.on whay
the hon. minister has said. He said Newfoundland is probably a little
more generous than the Province of Nova Scotia, but Nova Scotia nor
New Brunswick have as many inland water ferries as do Newfoundland.

Now what my hon. colleague ié saying there is that

for an'example there is going to be a replacement of a ferry between

Valleyfield and Greenspond, and that ferry is not going to be 300 ton, '

and because it is under 300 ton it is going to be subjecf to the sales
tax. It is also going to be subject to all of the repairs made to that
vessel during the refitting of the vessel. And let us take an
illustration, Mr. Chairmén; for instance, that ferry is performing
the same type of service as the ferry, for example, running between
' Portugal Cove and Bell Island.
| Now let me take one vessel in particular and that is

The Katherine, The Katherine which operates on the ferry service between

Bell Island and Portugal Cove. That vessel is exempt from all taxes -
because she is over 300 tons. But the unfortunate man or company who
has got to replace the Valleyfield-Greenspond ferry, and that vessel

could be 290 tons, is suhject to all of the taxes.

~ ——
A
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CAPT. E. WINSOR: There is an injustice there,

i{r. Chairman, and it is not only the Valleyfield :5
Greenspond ferry which I have had a lot of inqu;ries about,
but St. Brendan's, as ay cblleague mentioned. Then you
have the Change Island ferry and the Little Bay Islands
ferry. They are all subject to this excess tax. And

I think there is an inequality there and an injustice and
a very grave disadvantage to the people who have ﬁo
operate those. ferries. And, Sir, sureiy when a vessel of
that type is operating and carrying out the same services
as the one which, for instance, operates between

Fogo and Clarenville, but because ohe_{:}s_zagobab],y‘f.;ve_p_r.~
ten gross tons over and above the one that 1s operating
between Change Islands and the mainland, one 1is subject

to the sales tax and the other is not. There is nothing

fair about that, Mr. Chairman. Therefore, I would urge the

government to take a good hard look at that clause and do

it by an amendment, amend the clause and reduce the tonnage.

It is easy to come up with a formula, because no one expects

all speed boats and yachts, efc., pleasure boats to be
exempt, but certainly, the ferryboats and boa;s'that are
enéaged in the coastal trade, there is another area.

For instance, a firm or an individual would buy a trader,

a freighter ~and I am sure the hon. the Minister of Finance
is familiar enough with small coastal vessels - one is

295 tons and is subject to the sales tax, the other one

is 350 tons, you know, more carrying capacity, more revenue
earning, but yet because there is a few tons in the
difference one is eligible for the tax and the other is

not. It is very unfair and it leaves a very great

disadvantage to promotion of the local trade, and God knows

we need it, it is coming back.slowly now.
And then there is the other

matter which the hon. the member for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush)

=
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CAPT. E. WINSOR: mentioned, the tourist boat.

Today we hear that the Kipawo 1is no longer'operating

out of Terra Nova Park. It is too expensive, and to

replace the Kipawo, I do not think you are goiné to find
anyone with the interest to do it. But smaller tour boats,
yes, you will find many people who are interested in
operating the tour boat. So, Mr. Speaker, I would sincerely
hope that the minister wouid take a hard look at that,

and he can take the tonnage down, but you cannot use the
other provinces as an example because there is no comparison.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Dr. Collins) The hon.“the member for
Conception Bay South.
MR. J. NOLAN: Mr. Chairman, I rise very briefly,

and I mean very briefly, to speak to this bill.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NOLAN: : Mr. Speaker, may"I have the
protection of the Chair? . l

MR. CHAIRMAN; The hon. the member is being

harassed by his own colleagues, I undérscand.
MR. NOLAN: No, no! I did not say that,
Mr. Chairman, do not jump the gun.

The difficﬁlcy I have with this
particular bill, of course, on the retail sales tax, as
my hon. friend from LaPoile.(Mr..Neary)'mentioned, is the
fact that we have had sort of a financial reprieve, thanks
to the Ottawa federal governmeﬂt. Now we are looking for
some kind of equal compassion, economic responsibility,
from the Minister of Finance. I mean, there is no &ay
I could stand up and suﬁport, because by merely supporting
this in total I would perhaps be interpreted as Supporting
the Budget Speech of the Minister of Finance, and I mean,
that is political and economic s;icide, because there is

no way in God's world that anybody could support that sort
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MR. J. NOLAN: : of backward oration. But,

Mr. Speaker, th, I mean, are we to,by approving this,
attempt to approve the mismanagement of our friends.
opposite? Because the monies rdised from sales ta#

go into the éenetal revenue of the Province. The money
from the general revenue of the Province goes into that
expensive abortion known as Newfoundland Hydro and a
number of other things. I mean, is this what the Minister
of Finance expects us to approve, co'indicate? And the
danger is by your silence you may possibly be guilty of,
of be interpreted as being guilty of approving this sort
of thing. Surely no one in his rightqp;gg*W9uld.§q:thigtw
If the Minister of Finance is as successful in that

portfolio as he has been as Minister of Justice then there

‘are not -too.-many failures in history that can equal that.

~ —t
-~
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MR. FOLAN: ' Hr: Speaker, we are in a situation
now wnere we have listened to the administration opposite since 1971, and
évery time that a pipe breaks or anything in this Province it ig always
the Federal Government. Andnow we have a situation where we have a
little tax relief in sales tax from the Federal Government and now
we are calling upon this administration to cut out some of the
squandering, extravagances.to take a good hard look at Memorial
University and those who are li§ing high on the hog, flying hither
and yon. We are asking them to look at Newfoundland Hydro and a&y
number of other things and pass on the zesultang savings to a very
repressed, depressed,economically depressed people who are looking for
help, assistance and even understanding which they feel that .they.are . .. .
not getting in this House of Assembly,patticularly from the present
administrarion who are in a position to do something about it.We have
seen since 1971, we have hear, and even some Newfoundlanders, 1 am.afraid
were sucked in,if I may use the expression,of géagiggthemselves on the
- chest by the purchasessaysof Churchill Falls. The result is that we aré
now kicking out $25 million a year or more in interest. What is the good
if the minister - what is the good of the member for St. John's West
(Dr. Kitchen) and I having the Concorde supersonic planes if we cannot
afford to operate itTBut: you have a situation here where even the Premier
himself knows that the purchase of Clurchill Falls was one of the greatest
‘blunders ever committed by his administration.
But the Minister of Finance cannot
simply paw this through as chough he is down having drinks with the
legal society. It is not good enough.ik want to know now what he is
prepared to do to reduce the sales Ca¥ on a very, very economically
oppressed people in this Province. We would alsovlike to hear from
the member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall),who sougds off about
~ the fiﬁancial position of the Province from time to time apd echoes

nis soulful concern about it, as well he should. What he does not

address himself to is the massive squandering and waste that he supports

by his silence,

A HCHM. MEMBER: o Well said.

st
-t
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MR, CHAIRUAL: (COLLINS) The hon. member for St. John's
wWest,
DR, KITCHEM: ) : Mr. Chairman,a few general remarks

about this.We are asked to approve here an increase in the sales tax
from 10 per cent to 11 per cent.basically-this is basically what the
bill is-and then we are going to reduce it by 3 pef cent because the
Federzl - Government were kincd enough to allow us to do that.to give
some of their income tax in order for us add more to our income tax
so that we could take it off fhe sales tax. This is basically the
thing., We are asked to increase the sales tax by 1l per cent and

thereby increase the yield by something like $25 million or $30 million

e =

a year;ithis is according to the figures that are there, kndléhe ;uesfiAn
as has been asked is what are we going.to use this extra $25 million

forywhat do we plan to use it for? We are not going to use it to buy

shoes for welfare people.l have a case now we are going to éo after

where a person cannot even get a pair of shoes from the Department

of Welfare to 30 and look for a job.le has to go bare-~footed looking

for work in this Province because the government are too hard hearted,

' They a;e not going to use their $25 million or even $20 or even $10

to buy a pair of shoes for someb;dy. This is a hard hearted crowd

They are not going to use some of chi; $25 million ©or $30 million

extra tax that the people of Newfoundland are going to have to pay

and Labrador are going to have to pay in order to increase student

grants and to decrease their loan. Noythey are too hard hearted

abouf that,they do not care of things of that nature; Mr. Chairman,

they are not going to reduce the cutbacks in educacion.'-rhey are going

to put up the hydro thoughj they are going to put that up and put it up

again. And when the question was asked in the House here today of the

Premier was he prepared to do something about that he .sort of washed his

hands y Pontius Pilate like and sayggellﬁwhat has this to do with me’

We have the board of Public Commissicners to do our dirty

work and they will do it and we can sit back and pretend that everything

is fine.
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MR, JEARY: That is exactly what I forecasted
was going to happen last vear. (Inéudible) . ¢
DR. KITCHEM: s Yes. This is all it is, a whipping boy,

another level, another buffer between the government and the people.,

The government 1s not prepared to answer directly to the people amd

n
say.fes, my son,le are going to put the taxes up because we want to

pay the students a bit more money. If they did that we might

accept that we have to
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DR. #H. KITCHEN: balance it out where they are going to take it
from this person and give it to the other person and agree. Zut no.
What are they going to use scme of that $25-million for? Well,a dit

of it they are going to use for the silly telephone number that has

been established, a few friendly contracts about helicopters and things

of that nature. But are the people really gcing to benefit from this
extra $25 million? It is very questionable and we are éoing to have
another bill here now before the House. Bill 74 was introduced here
the other day and somebody 1s going to want another whack of money
subsidize a facility that should never have beeﬁ built. This is the

sort of stuff that is going on around here. We are being asked to

cough up money, the poor people in this Provincé; the ten per ceit to

eleven per centyand this affects the ordinary worker in this Province
and the ordinary person in this Province on a fixed income. This is
‘the tax thatAthe spenders pay. The misers do not have to pay that.
A person who has a pocket full of money and makes more than he spends
can stick the balance 'in the bank and he is not taxed.- There is no
tax on that. It is the spender who is paying, the poor son of .a gun
wno has to spend everything he makes, eerything is taxed. A person
who saves a bit of money sticks it off in-stocks and bonds and things
like that, fair enough, no tax, he has it khocked.

~This is a ver§ bad form of taxation, this retail

sales tax. It is one of the more regressive Cyﬁes of taxation and it

is one that any sensible government would not increase at this time. There

is a very serious time facing this Province whére very few people
are working, where many people are on fixed incomes either from
Departments of Social Security or unemployment insurance, pensions of
one kind or another, things that are véty difficuit to increase, fixed
incomes, ifore and more people of this Province are on fixed incomes

and this is the tax that the government puts on. Had they

to

levied an income tax, stuck on a few more points-on the income tax,then

e person who earns pay more and the person who earns a wiole lot can
P pay p

be taxed a lot more, a super tax. There are all sorts of things tne
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ﬁﬁ. i, KITCHEN: sovernment could do to raise $25 million and instead
they decide they are going to add another percentage point to the sales
tax. It is easy from the point of view of collection because the
calculations are from ten to eleven. It is not much more difficult
although the retail sales clerksfind a great difficulty in making the
calculation. I am sure it causes them great grief. Ten per cent was
rather a round figure but now it went to eleven and of course it is-
going to be reduced to eight and the calculations are more difficult.

But basically what we are béing asked to approve is
another one per cent increase in the sales tax and it should not be
overlooked that that is what it is. It is not a decrease in the sales
tax to eight per cent although that is what happenéd bBecause ‘the Federal: -
Government threw in three per cent and the Provincial Government took
away one per cent for themselves to spend on their lﬁttle matacil and
the other things‘that they like spending their money on, these anti-people
programmes that they have been developing in recent years. I suppose
though one advantage of increasing the tax is .it will encourage people
to save,but then who can save these days?

I would like to raise a particular point with respect
to this bill and that is number 26, Section 26 to me should be looked at

because I notice that the Federal Government very recently has amended

some of its rules, has looked at the way it treats small businesses and has

looked at the reporting practices that small business make to the

government and have said to the small businesses, "Now look here, folks;

what we are going to do for you is to reduce the Eookkeeping. We are

going to make it easier for a person to be in business by reducing the
bookkeeping. Instéad of making those returns on a monthly basis that

you have been making to us we are going to allow you to make them on

a quarterly or a semi-annual basis." I think that is a good idea to

reduce the bookkeeping. - One of the biggest problems that small shopkeepers,
corner stores, lictig people with one employee or just the person themself
operating a smali business, one of the bigéest problems is trying to keep

.track of all the government work that has to be done with respect to selling
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DK. H. KITCHEN: a few candies or whatever it is. It might be a very

sood idea for tine government to look at what. it can do to help small .
businesses by means of reducing the amount of paper work.

When I look at Section 26(1l) here of this bill-it
says this, "Every seller shall keep and peréérve books of account,
records and documents showing his purchases and sales of. tangible
personal property, all tangible personal property purchased or taken
from stock for consumption or use by tie seller or supplied to employees
of the seller where the tangible personal property is not sold at a .
retail salg." How anyone can figure out what that means I do not

_know but I suppose eventually
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DR. KITCHEN:

after you go to court a few times you will figure it out.

_ Non-assessable sales of tangible personal property
including sales for resale, retail sales that are exempted and sales in
respect of which refund of the tax is payable. Assessable retail sales
of tahgib]e personal property.. Amount of tax collected. Disposal of
tax and remuneration retained.by the seller and such other accounts,
records and documents as may be designated by the Minister. And shall
make returns to the minister in the prescribed manner and at the
prescribed times. Now this involves a lot of work, unncesssary work

perhaps in some cases. I have heard numerous complaints from businesses,

g e -

especially small businesses who cannot keep an army of bookkééperé andv
lawyers and so on to keep them out of trouble, as to the amount of work
they do for the government particularly for the provincial government.
And- it might be a very gqod idea if this House were to follow the lead
of the federal government and made it easier for small businesses to
deal with the government by reducing the amount of paper work and
reduc{ng the number of retufns made annually to the governmént wifh
respect to sales tax.

Motion, that the Committee report having passed
the resolution, carried.

On motion, clauses 1 through 32, carried.
MR. HICKMAN: In clause 33, Mr. Chairman, there is a slight
amendment. I do not know if it would fall into the category of a
typographical error - no, the hon. gentleman shakes his head. If my
colleague the hon. Minister of Mines and Energy would move that 33(2) (b}
be amended by striking out the words .'In the hands of any trustee' and
then again, (3)}(b) 'In the hands if any trustee'.
MR. PECKFORD: So moved, Mr. Chairman.

On motion, amendment, carried.

On motion, clause 33(2)(b) and 33(3)(b) as amended,
carried. |

On motion, clauses 34 through 62, carried.
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MR. HICKMAN:  On 63, again I hope that my colleague, the hon. Minister
of Mines and Energy will be prepared to move an amendment to 63 (1) to
insert after the word 'taken' which is the fifth word in that senterce,
the words 'to the Court of Appeal'.
MR. PECKFORD: I do move, Mr. Chairman.

On motion amendment carried.

On mbtion clause as amended carried.

On motion Clauses 63 through 76 carried.

PO T
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On motion clauses 77 through 83, carried.
Motion, that thé Committee report
having passed the bill with amendment, .carried.
MR. HICKMAN: ‘ ﬁr. Chairman, I move that the Committee
rise, report progress and ask ‘leave to sit again.
- On motion,that the Committee rise, report

progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the

Chair.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman of Committees.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole

have considered the matters to them referred and have directed me

to report it has adopted avcertain resolution and~a*biil-with-amendmguzsu
consequent thereto and recommend that said bill with amendments

be introduced to give effe;t to same.

. Motion, that the Committee report having
passed the resolution and a bill consequent thereto, with amendment,
carried.

On motion amendments read a first and
second time.

On motion a bill, "An Act Respecting .
The Tax Imposed Upon The Retail Sale Of Tangible Personal Property,"
(8111 No. 38), read a first, second and third time, ordered passed
and title be as on the Order Paper.
MR. HICKMAN: Order 39, Bill No. 77.

Motion, second téading of a bill,

"An Act To Remove Anomalies And Errors In The Statute Law,"

No. 77).
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR, HICKMAN: I will not bore the House by going into

what is fondly known as the Attorney Genmeral's amendﬁenc Bili. It

is one to cure errors that arevdiscovered each year when we review
>Che stagutes but there is.some urgency of it going through first,

second and third reading this afternoon, which -hon. colleagues

have agreed to because I have to have an amendment moved to take
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MR. HICKMAN: care of the holiday situation for
Her ifajesty's visit. I move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "An Act To.
Remove Anomalies And Errors In The Statute Law," (¥o. 77),
read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee of the
Whole House now by leave,

On motion that the House resolve

itself into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Speagker left the

Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!

MR. HICKMAN: Bill No. 77.

UR. CHATRMAN: Bi11 No. 77. T

A bill, "An Act To Remove.Anomalies
And Errors In The Statute Law," (No.v77).
' On motion clauses (1) through (12)
by leave, carried.

MR. HICKMAN: (13), Mr. Chairnman, there is an' ame

~ ot

ndment

to (13) (4), as I am sure the hon. Minister of Mines and Energy

will move by putting in clause (4), subsection (2) is deemed
to have come into force othune.28th., 1977.
MR, PECKFORD: ~ So moved, Mr, Chairman,

On motion amendment carried.

On motion clause (13) as amended, ¢

arried.
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On motion, clauses 14 through 27 carried.
*R. A. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, I am sure again that my colleague,
the hon. Minister of !Mines and Energy will move that the bill be
amended by adding the following paragraph. Out in the side note will
be PSN 1970 chapter 158 and will be clause 28 as follows: Paragraph (d)
of sub-section 4 of the Hours of Work Act is repeéled and the following
substituted:- (d) Any day that may be proclaimed by»the Lieutentant
Governor-in-Council as a special holiday in honour of any special public
‘event or occasion in all afeas of the Province or in such particular

areas of the Province as may be proclaimed.

MR. B. PECKFORD: So moved. e imm = e o
MR. A. HICKMAN: So moved?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Does the amendment -

MR. A. HICKMAN: Well, all right, Mr. Chairman. It has been moved

by the honr Minister of Mines and Energy and the purpose behind that is
that Her Majesty The Queen is arriving in Newfoundland bn Thursday, .
July 26th, and that day is Regatta Day -

AN HON. MEMBER: The 27th.

MR. A, HICKMAN: Thursday, July 27th, and Regatta Day as everyone
knows 1is a whole holiday in the Province but -

DR. H. KITCHEN: Is Harbour Grace geéting a holiday?

MR. A. HICKMAN: That is Regatta - For the benefit of the. hon.
member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) there is a sporting activity
held in the City that he represents in this House. It is the oldest
contested organized sport in North America -

DR. H. KITCHEM: According to the St. John's East -

MR. A. HICKMAN: and this would be according to in particular the

residents of the district of St. John's Vest. I have to remind the
hon. gentleman from St. John's Wes; that many years.ago, it was in
1950, fhere was a resident of St. John's who then was an eleéted

lbfficial, not of ﬁhis House, who at the Regatta allegedly had a bit

too much to drink because I believe they have something more than

~ s—t
o~z
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MR, A, HICKMAN: orange juice at the Pegatta but not having
represented the district of St. John's West I am not as familiar

with what goes on at the Regatta as: the hon. member for St. John's
West (Dr. Kitchen) is. But in any event whén the gentleman was
before a magistrate, who has since retired, and a young member of

the P.C.M.P. who had not been exposed to this activity before and

who had arrested the gentleman because the first two yearsyyou will
recall,Quidi Vidi was outside the Cit§ of St; John's 1limits and Was
not policed by the Newfoundland Constabulary - Bdt in any event

the R.C.M.P. had done their duty but this constable made a

comment quite similar about the Regatta to that .just made by the _. ..
hon. member for St. John's West,which was not very flattering

towards the Regatta. This aroused the ire of the magistrate and

the constable got a very strong and stiff lecture. I think the

hon. member for Conception Bay South(Mr. Nolan) was probably reporting
at the time. And far be it for anyone to make a derogatory remark
Aabout this sport known as the Regatta, But I digressed; I was
harassed, Mr., Chairman, by the hon. member for St. John's Vest who
apparently does not share the same view for the St. John's Regatta,
as enthusiastic a view as I do.

The St. John's PRegatta held in Quidi Vidi,
sometimes pronounced as Quidi Vidi by those who do not know any
different. But in any event, ﬁr. Chairman, the reason for this
little amendment is a little bit important and is that Regatta Day
will be held on the day of Her Majesty's visit, Thursday, July 27th,
1978. VWhether it rains or shines the visit goes ahead_that day and |
it will be a holiday in St. John's for the Roval visit. The concern
is that if it réins we maintain the tradition of having a holiday
on the next fine day to celebrate the Regatta. So this amendment
is.very necessary. Also, the people of the City of Corner Brook

have brought to the attention-of
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MR. HICKMAN: )
g;vernment that they are not the slightest bit interested
in having the holiday in St. John's on Thursday, July 27th,
The holiday on the West Coast, in their opinion, must be
on Friday, July 28th when Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II
by the grace of God, etc., will be visiting the West Coast
of our Province, will be visiting Stephenville and will be
visiting Corner Brook and Deer Lake and the people from

the West Coast of our Province will be congregating in one
of these three municipalities to greet affectionately

Her Majesty, the Queen, But in order to accommodate all of --

that it is necessary that this bill be passed now and that

- A ——

is why this amendment is necessary, and I hope it has the
enthusiastic support of all hon. gentleman and ladies in

this House.

MR, CHAIRMAXN: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, this small but
important amendment does have, I would say, the unanimous
support of all members of the House, although, Sir, if .
I were the Government House Leader, I would not count on
the House having a holiday on that particular déy because
it may be that the Queen will be required to prorogue this
hon. House of Assembly on the 27th day of July. As a matter
of fact, if for no other reason- we aré going to, keep the
House open in any event, Sir, because there are so many
important things that have to be discussed in the House -
but 1f for no other reason, we should keep it open until . -
the Queen comes so that we can have the pleasure and honour 7 *
and privilege of Her Majesty proroguing the hon. House of
. Assembly.
Mr. Speaker, one or two things
f-would like to say about this amendment,or rather things

which more or less emanate or result from this amendment
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MR. UW. ROWE: and it concerns the Queen's
visit itself. We are all delighted to see lier Majesty

come and visit our Province, St. John's and Corner Brook,
but I would like to have a word of criticism for the
government who apparently arranged the itinerary for

the Queen:s visit. The Queen obviously héd nothing at

all to do with it; it is the Queen's ministers here who
should be criticized for some of the things associated
with the Queen's visit. First of all, I am talking i#
terms of a matter which was raised earlier by my hon.
colleague, the member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan).

It would have been a magnificent occasion, Mr. Chairman,
for this government'to insist on the Queen visiting
Labrador gs'part of her visit to Newfoundland and Labrador.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that would have been a magnificent

gesture.
HR. HICKMAN: : ~ That is what we asked for.
MR. W. ROWE: Oh, yes, sure you did. Sure

Ehey did, M. Chairman. That is what they asked for.

MR. HICKMAN: We did.
MR, NOLAN: : For a while they were blaming

the federal government, now they are blaming Her Majesty.

MR. W. ROWE: Kick out at the federal government
again, Sir! They cannot even arrange an itinerary for the

Queen's visit, lovely, gracious lédy, wichout kicking out
at the federal government, this hon. crowd whom we have the
misfortgne of haviﬁg for the governmeﬁt of our Province,
Sir. It would have been a magnificent gesture if the

government here had seen to it either by negotiation -

MR. NEARY: - They cannot do anything right.
MR. W. ROWE: ) - they cannot do anything right.

Sir, the hon. House Leader cannot even proclaim the holiday
for the Queen right without getting into a bilg fuss across

‘the House. There a little while ago he proclaimed, made
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MR. W. ROWE: public an amendment to the

Act here on errors and anomal;es, and why a holiday for
the Queen is in errors and andmalies I do not know. We
shqul@ have that 1nvestigated‘too,_another investigation
- use uﬁ the one remaining magis?rate if there be one.
left in the Province who is not conducc;ng an 1nqﬁiry.
MR. NEARY: The Newfoundland
Hardwoods now, that will be the next one.
MR. W. ROWE: . Yes, that is the next one.
But, Mr. Speaker, there are
one or two things about the Queen's visit which I feel
incumSent upon me to comment on and one of th?g‘} have
already mentioned. It would have been such a magnificeﬁé
. gesture, Sir,'fot'this governmeﬁt to use ~ even if they
had to use all the Queen's visit to have the Queen, well,
touch in at St. John's, perhaps, as the capital city and
her vice-regal represehtativg is here, after all, in the’
capital city, but from ;here go on té Labradér as part of
the visit to Newfoundland and Labrador and wmake no mistake
in anyone's mind then, Mr. Speaker, as to the way this
Province is perceived: by the Queen herself.and by the
ministers advising the Queen both federally and provincially
that this is the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador.
So that would have been a tremendous gesture and this
government let the opportunity slip through its fingers

and they should be condemned for so doing, Sir.
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MR, w.lROWE:‘ They should not have allowed

that to happen, ailowing this opportunity to slip through
their fingers, Sir. But, of course, when you are desperately
clinging on for dear life snd survival these little things
do not occur to you so often, Sir. When you are clinging

on to your desk trying to stay on for the next couple of
years, trying to keep the government from going down the
drain these matters do not occur to you. The only thing

you are preoccupied with 1is your own political survival

and the Minisfer of Municipal Affairs cannot even manage
that, could not even get the one plece of legislation, the
one major plece of legislation brought ?p by thisAggvernment
this session, Sir, originaqing with this government in ;his
session, théy could not even get it through the House. So
it is no ﬁonder, Sir, that they forget to do things which

could be of tremendous symbolic value.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. W. ROWE: That is right, they have.
Tremendous symbolic value, Sir, to have the Queen visit
Labrador during this visit - tremendous symbolic value -
and it is too bad the government slipped up terribly on
‘what should have been a simple matter. And, Sir,
I for one, rise in the House to condemn the government for
this. They could have used the Queen in a way in which
.she would undoubtedly want to be used in her role as the
Head of tlie Commonwealth and the Queen of Canada, cementing
this Province together, showing to all of Canada that this
Province is the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador.
MR. NEARY: , Hear, hear!
MR. W. ROWE: And, Sir, the government did not
even have the imagination or the ability or whatever it
takes, Sir, to do these things which mean a lot in the ;ourse

of a Province's history.
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MR. W. ROWE: Now, Sir, the other point

I would like to make is one which was alreaéy made by

my hon. friend, the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary)
recently and that is that during the Queen's visit, the
children of this Province are virtually ignored. He made
that point, I believe, a little earlier.

M. NEARY:- Yes, I did.

MR. W. ROWE: ' And it bears repetition. And
he is going to make it again, Sir, he informs me. The
children of this Province are virtually ignored. You
would not know they existed, Sir, as far as the planning

for the Queen's visit 1s concerned.

P e .

AN HON. MEMBER: They are not permitted at the

Garden Party, are they?

MR. W. ROWE: No children at the Garden Party.
There may be -~

MR. NEARY: That 1s oniy for the muckyrmuéks.
MR. W. ROWE: There may be one or two girl

guides there and they will enjoy themselves without a doubt.

AN HON. MEMBER: Passing cookiesf

MR. W. ROWE: : - That is right, the& may be there
and more power to them agd I hope they are, but, Sir, the
children generally, especially those outside the city -~
outside the two cities, I should éay, are totglly ignored
by this government in planning the Queen's visié.

I remember I was in grade -

1956 was 1t, the Queen visited here last?

AN HON. MEMBER: . 19397

MR. W. ROWE: - No, I cannot even remember back
" then. But, Sir, I remember being in grade school at the
‘éime and being iﬁvolved in the Queen“é visit - flags passed
out, little -things of chocolates passed out, little coins,
commemorating coins and so on, Sir. I do not mind saying.

that for myself in those days, young and so on, and for nmy:

st
-l
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HR. W. ROWE: colleagues and compatriots in
grade school, it was the highlight, Sir, seeing the Queen
going by and so on, the highlight of my young and tender
life up to that point. The highlight of my life up to
the present time is‘having the privilege of sitting next
to the hon. the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary). That {is
the highlight now, Sir.

But, Mr. Speaker, in all
seriousness again, I would like to say to the government,
if they have the ability or the right now to make some
changes in the itinerary of the Queen's visit to this

Province then change it in order to involve representatives

ager - e

- at least representatives of children from all over this
Province, Labrador included, Western Labrador, Central
Labrador, the Coast of Labrador, the rural areas of this
Province, get them involved in their hundreds, Mr. Speaker.
They are going to spend $1 million or whatever it is on
the Queen's visit - spend it usefully in a &ay which is
going to benefit the children of the Province and make
them feel involved in this very, very useful and historic
tradition which we have regarding the Monarch, the Queen
of En;land, the Queen of Canada and the Head of the
'Commonwealth. And, Sir, the government should be condemned
again for not involving more children into the festivities
and in the Queen's visit generally.

I would like to- hear why the
. government has seen fit to keep the Queen out of Labrador.
Is this government afraid to' do things which may be

perceived as being tainted with politics?
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Wil ROWE: Is that the protlem? Well if so, Sir, the government

should resign immediately because opportunities like this should be

seized upon by any government which is looking after the best inteiesc

of Newfoundland and Labrador to show the solidarity between the two

regions of the Province and to use this visit as a symbolic gesture

in that regard. Secondly, Sir, it is not too iate. I ask the

Government House Leader,who is the only one who seems to have a bit of

a grip on what is going on in the government today, the only minister

in that government, Sir, who seems to have tne least bit of a grip omn

the

government of this Province and the functioning of chis'ﬂouse, Sir,

I appeal to him, make the changes necessary in the Queen's itinerary

and

the Queen's schedule to allow the children of this Province to at

least have representatives chosen from among them in the rural areas

particularily, not just the two cities but from the rural areas, the

remoter the better and certainly from Labrador, the Coast of Labradoer

and

the Goose Bay-Happy Valley area in Western Labrador and the Straits

bring them in, Sir. If the Queen will not go to them or She would love

to go to them I am sure but if She is not advised by her ministers to

go to them then bring them to the Queen and have them involved in these

festivities. It maybe, Sir, the Queen has so many regions that She has

to visitiin the Commonwealth it maybe, Sir, it may in fact be the last

time that the present ifonarch will have an opportunity to visit

Mewfoundland and Labrador.

MR. NEARY: Why do you say that?

tR. W.N. ROWE: It may be.

MR, NEARY: She is only a young woman.yet.

MR. W.N. ROWE:  Well sﬁe nas thousands of provinces similar to Newfoundland
and Lgbrador which she -

HMR. NEARY: She will be back again.

MR. W.N. ROVE: Well I hope so.

MR. NEARY: If not we will get what's her name over - get Margaret.

I would like to see Margaret.

R,

W.Jd. ROWE: Get Lord Snowden over.
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LiR. NEARY: Wha£ do you say we get Margaret over for a bit of a do?

We could have a great time, 2 bit of a scuff.

iR, W.N. ROWE: But anyway, Mr. Speaker, I do ask the government to
try to make some changes that might accommodate these two matters that

I have mentioned. The Labrador situation as I say if you cannot bring
"the Queen to Labrador them at least bring some children from Labrador to
the Queen so that they can be involved in some of the - Now this has
nothing to do with the Government of Canada. I do not want to hear the
Minister of Finance and Justice stand up now and say, Well it is those
fellows up in Ottawa again who botched this visit of the Queen. I am
sure that we could see involved in the Queen's visit.

#R. NEARY: Can you imagine him saying this afternoon théﬁ.éhe wanted
to come to where the Lieutenant-Governor was, the Queen's representative?
th could he n;t go where she is?

MR. W.N. ROWE: Yes, but in any event, Sir, let me say that I hope
that the Provincial Goverﬁﬁent does not use the Federal Government as a

- whipping post in this because I am sure the Government §f the Province
can make arrangments to have chiidren brought in their hundreds, Sir,

from all over this Province to involve themselves, have the pleasure

and the privilege and the honour of involving themselves in the festivities
and celebrations surrounding the Queen's visit to the two cities in this
Province, Sir. I do hope the minister will have something to say on that.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Conception Bay South followed by
the hon, member for Eagle River.

MR. NOLAN: r. Speaker, I rise to speék to tsis amendment- It is

an amendment, is it?

All HON. MENMBER: . Yes.
MR. NOLAN: Concerning the Queen's visit. Now perhaps before 1

. start I can ask the Minister of Justice, the Minister of Finance

particularily a question - and I would like for him to get the answer

for me now while I am speaking and while other people may speak on
this -~ how much money is going to be spent on promoting the Queen's

visit? What firms are doing it and the names of the individuals concerned?

e
-~
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MR. HICKMAN:

et No, there (inaudible).
3R, NOLAN: Oh,yes there are. We knew months ago, oh yes. 5o now :

1 am asking the minister .to send one of his many, many, many officials

in the various departments that he heads up now to give us the names

of the firms; the PR firm or firms that ére doing work. I want to kno@
Awho is being paid to promote the Queen's visit out of the public purse.

That is what we would like to know in this House and surely I do not

think that is beyond the wits of the minister opposite to get that

for us. That is item one. Item two on the holiday -

MR. HICKMAN: The total cost of tﬂe Royal visit was $25,000,

MR. NOLAN: I see.

{R. PECKFORD: It is in your estimates. o S o : Bt
MR, NQLAN: Is that - Oh, I would like to know what you are going -
to spend. »

MR. HICKMAN:' I do not know. I tell you I do not know.

YR. NOLAN: I would 1like to know what you have spent already. ,

MR. HICKMAN: To my knowledge we have not spent anything yet.

MR. NOLAN: To your knowledge, fine. So I hope the minister now

will check with the Department of Tourism and anyoné who has hiredv

PR firms for this particular occasion both for here in St. John's
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MR. NOLAN:

and also on the West Coast and give us some honest to God answers on

it. The Minister of Tourism knows what I am.talking about.l am sure. IS

Mr. Nutbeem engaged in this.for example? Would the Minister of
Finance care to tell me if Mr. Nutbeem is engaged or his firm? Would
the minister find out?

MR. HICKMAN: The minister responsible for the royal visit is
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.

MR. NOLAN: The Miﬁister of Finance.

MR. NEARY: A11 these coins that were left over from the Silver

Anniversary here on the Norma and Gladys s did you give all them

out?
MR. HICKMAN: They were pretty popular.
MR. NEARY: They were pretty pooular but they are pretty expensive, -
too. You never sold very many.
MR. SIMMONS: You have all kinds of them left over.
MR. NEARY: Yes,what_are you going to do with all the ones left over? -
MR. HICKMAN: I do not know. (Inaudible) |
MR. NOLAN: You are the Minister of Finance. Sold through your
own department and you do nof know.
AN right, item two. Apparently according to
the minister we are giong to declare a holiday in St. John's or in
the St. John's area. What is the St. John's area?
MR. HICKMAN: There will be a whole holiday throughout Newfoundland.
MR. NOLAN: Throughout the whole Province.
MR. HICKMAN: Yes. But the areas that are likely, and }his is going
" to have to-be done with some negotiations with Mayor Murphy, the Mayor
of Corner Brook,and the Mayor of Stephenville, the areas that will be
more accessible , etc.,from the West Coaét will have their holiday out:
there. That is what they are asking for.
MR. NOLAN:. But I wonder iva could throw this at the minister.
~Here we héye the situation where certain people who are privileged
eﬁough to have the Monarch, Her Majesty, visit with them in. their

areas, St. John's being one, Corner Brook or the Vest Coast being
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© MR, NOLAN: -
another, [ will assumé that the holiday therefore proclaimed will.
be a paid holiday.
MR. HICKMAN: Yes.
MR. NOLAN: Okay. - So the rest of Newfoundland who do not even get
an opportunity to look at the Monarch work and they do not get a paid
holiday.
MR. HICKMAN: Oh, no. This is going to be a provincial holiday,
Province wide except that part of the Province will have it on.Thuréday
and the remainder on Friday. That is all.
MR. NOLAN: A1l right. So everybody gets it. A1l right. We will settle
on that.

Okay. Now the other thing i:«h;;;.i; anlbﬁo;funiiy.;
I remember a 1ittle further back than the Leader of the Opposition when
there was a visit and my remembrance as a boy,and I am sure the hon.
member will recall, it was an opportunity for Newfoundland craftsmen
or craftswomen to exhibit artistic exhibitions. I can remember for
example the magnificant green archs that were built and so on, just
magnificant, in many areas of the Province. It gave more of the
ordinary people an opportunity to participate. The minister must know -
MR. NEARY: Even wheﬁ the Archbishop was coming over to Bell
Island we used to put them up.
MR. NOLAN: Sure. That is right. But the minister must know that.
from those days they are as treasured objects in homes in Newfoundland
‘today. Even the tins, special tins which contained biscuits or candy-
which had a special emblem and so on which you will find in homes
in Néwfound]and today. What of this nature do we have from the
planners of this particular one? There should-have been an opportunity
for the men and women of Newfoundland who are involved in handicrafts
and so on to have a display where Her Majesty could go and have an .
opportunity to see these things.  There should have been beyond a
shadow of a doubt before any of the high mucky-mucks and 211 the rest
get an opportunity to get their spoke in for all the children or as

many children as possible to have the closest possible view of Her Majesty

~ t—
—~
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MR. NOLAN:

Above everyone else it should have been the children.

MR. HICKMAN: It will be.

" MR. NOLAN: It will be? - And there should have been,as my hon.

friend has indicated -

MR. .HICKMAN: . At the present time (inaudible). ot
MR. NOLAN: If the hon: minister will -

MR. HICKMAN: - chocolate bars total contribution of the Government

of Great Britian through its Satellite, the Commission of Government

to,the children in Newfoundland. That was the total -

MR. NEARY: They should get a lol1ipop now. : -
* MR. HICKMAN: Do'you remember that? My scout mas;er, Teddy )
Thorburn,made a great presentétion of that. s

MR. NOLAN: I remember the old West End of ét. John's, all of
Waterford Bridge Road, Topsail Road, people throughout Conception Bay
and so on, particularly when they came into Holyrood that time - do
you recall? . There was a time, I believe, when King George YI -1
am not sure but I believe it was -

© MR._HICKMAN:  1939.

MR. NOLAN: 1939. And the Queen Mother arrived in Holyrood and
came in. People along the highway, 1 remember people up sitting in
branches of trees , on fences and everything, all children. But

it was always the children out front.
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MR. S. NEARY: You might say that was on your knees first.
MR. J. NOLAN: ThaF {s right. And they had a magnificent
~opportunity to méec and see and talk toyin some instances, Her
Majesty the Oueen. What have we heard? W¥hat input have you had
from anybody? Have you asked anybody as t; how this visit should
have been handled? I mean, are we ashamed to talk to the ordinary
people, the parents and so on? Are we afraid to let the young
children get up close to meet ller Majesty? Can you imagine what a
thrill it is for them? WNo, no! No consultation. We are not even
. told the names of the people doing the publicicyz_how PUCh ;hgy
are being paid, the PR firm or firms. The Minister of Finance

does not know.

AN HON. MEMBER: Your time has elapsed.
YR, J. CARTER: The hon. gentleman has elapsed.
MR, J. NOLAN: No wonder they would not buy your savoury in

Russia, for God's sake.

MR. J. CARTER: That is because it is green. They only buy red.

MR, J. NOLAN: - That is right. Yes.

So here we have the situation now where there
_should be more preparation than we are aware of at the moment because
while he may mention some reference to the holiday we are not told
anything about the visig, how it will be handled, what preparation
that will‘be particularly indicative of Newfoundland, the
Newfoundland character, the Newfoundland craftsmanship and so on.
Nothing! We are.told ﬁothing by the most non-informative Gerrnment
since Nero. It is scandalous.

Give the children above all eise an opportunity
to be up front on this particular occasion. And it' is the Minister
of Finance who should be mentloning this now in reference to the

holiday.

- —
-~



July &4, 13978 Tape Yo. 5067 RT-2
VR, A, HICKMAN: . Inter-governmental Affairs.

HR. J. NOLAN: Never nmind passing the buck. He either passes
the buck tc the Federal government, to Her ajesty The Queen, or an
absent coileague. Cannot the Minister take responsibility fér
anything?

MR. A. HICKMAN: I take it all. Too much of it. I do not have

any responsibility for the royal visit.

MR. J. NOLAN: It is just shocking.
MR. A, HICKMAN: Leave me alone. Stop picking on me. I am being

harassed. I am trigger happy.

¥R. J. NOLAN: Tell us what you are going to do for thé children. ——
et . - —— - R e - . ‘“-;:.

Let us know. Find out. Send a carrier pigeon but get the informationm.
Give us th; information on what is being spent, what firm is involved
in the public relations for this. I have a sneaking suspicion ,

tidy dollar is going to be turned over in this one)'a tidy dollar

And it is not going to be spent by Her Majesty, I will guarantee you

the people to know what the children in the Northeast Avalon or wherever

is included will have an oppoftunity to meet Fer Majesty The Queen.

There should have been a special emblem struck of some kind, a med;llion

that would be a lifelong souvenir and a treasured possession for every -
voung child in Newfoundland. But not from this non-imaginative

Government. You know, it is a sad, sad thing. Above-all else you -

would think that afte; a history in this. session of the House of ’

Assembly of bungling, botching, messing up, ruining and so on, here

was their opportunity to shine and do something, just one thing, right,

3ustuone good step forward, you know, it might have left a good Lo
impression, And they could not carry that off! Somehow it is ‘ ¢
sad to see. If the Minister of Justice brought down the Ten Commandments

erm the mountain on tab;ets of stone, you would have to send it back

for revision. You simply would because you know from his past, his

history, his record, he is just not - maybe not he personally but the
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 MB. J. NOLAN: crew with which he is involved have a habit *
and he can try to aveid it - He is pointing to the Miﬁiéter of

Transportation who I understand is the official chairman for the

ceremonies, but why did he Qot take the trouble to ask him if he

¥new the man was not going to be in the House so he could give us

the information today. HYe was not too hesitant about asking us to

go ahead and to put Fhis through today which we are happy ana glad

to do. So we want all to know we are not happy with the arrangements

because we do not know what they are,but I suspect from everything

that I know that there is very little opportunity to the people

who should have the first opportunity as the hon..-Leader of~£he I .. -:rf
Opposition indic;ted and quite rightly so. For him, himself, as he
“has admitted, at least he has fond memories not only of the visit

of Her Majesty but also those things that were associated with it

at the time, the little souvenirs if you like. And you will find

things in homes in many parts of -the cify today, in my hon. friend's
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MR. NOLAN:
district of St. John's West and many others even the
biscuit cans or chocolate cans, whatever they were, are
still in the homes and people still talk about it. But
all my hon. friend can come up with is an iﬁcrease in
sales tax and that is the tragedy and that will be his : -
marker. .

So there you go, Mr. Chairman.
We are all for the holiday,obviously, all for it and we -
are very glad and happy to extend, as I am sure we will,
a wonderful welcome to Her Majesty the Queen. It is a -
very sad thing, particularly with the situation at the

. .. - —

talkea.aSout.' e

moment, and in view of some of the thiné;';é:
here in the House respecting Newfoundland Labrador and
Quebec, you had an opportunity beyond belief, beyond belief -
and if anyone had even a casual nodding acquaintance with

PR and so on they would know, bring Her Majesty, fly Her
into, say, Goose Bay,as an example, and have perhaps His
Honour the Lieutenant Governor meet with Her Majesty

there and His Highness Prince Philip.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: No aufographs;
MR. NOLAN: ' No autographs. Well, I would

hope that the Minister of Justice will be more appropriately
clad than the former Premier of this Province who greeted
Her Majesty in Gander, I believe, with a qertain part of
his anatomy exposed. But I think the Minister of Finance

is better dressed and prepared for the occasion. He knows
what I am talking about. Remember the former Queen, Queen

Mary? 1In Gander: He had the seat out of his pants!

MR. HICKMAN: . (inaudible) sewed the rip.

MR. NOLAN: _ - You were there?

MR. HICKMAN: Not that time.

MR. NOLAN: o No. So what you are telling us

is that you cannot even sew either.

MR. HICKMAN: ' ' Right.
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‘MR. NOLAN: : There you go, Mr. Chairman.
MR. PECKFORD: A stitch in time saves nine.
MR. NOLAN: Saves nine, right!

So there it is, Labrador
botched. What an opportunity. What a glorious opportunity
for Her Majesty to go in to Labrador. The children,
apparently, are going to be totally ignored, or almost.
What I am afraid they will do now as a result of what my
hon. friend the Leader of the Oppositon has said, and my
friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) and others, is they will
make a last-ditch effort to cover up their blunder by
trying to get a few children involved. We want more than
that because we believe that this is whefz'i;-;hsulavbéi
I do not know exactly what the plans are but there should
have been sqmething very special for the children as a
grand rememberance of the visit of Her Majesty the Queen
and also there should have been beautiful arches,
beautiful displays of handiwgrk.

What kind of a gift or gifts
will be presented to the Queen? Will they be representative
of this Province and its people? We have a right to know.

AN HON. MEMBER: How are the children going to

be chosen? From every community?

MR. NOLAN: ) A very good point. An excellent‘

point. If there are children, how wil; they be chosen? So
these are the things that ourvhon. friend the House Leader
Opposite = should now address himself to. Never mind trying
to pawn through the holiday we are aware of that and we are
more than wiliing to co-operate but there is more‘to it
than ‘that.

The Minister of Tourism's
Department may very well be involved in this. I would
certainly hope so. Is the Minister of Tourism spending any
money on promotion? Is he spending any money? What firm -

or firms does he have hired to promote the Queen's visit? -

——

o
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MR. NOLAN: He too should stand and give
" an accounting is this is so. But these are questions
that have to be answered and we.do not want to have to
wait for the Auditor General's Report next year.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN: - " The hon. member for Eagle River.
MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman, being a fair

student of Labrador history I think it is correct to say
that never in the history of Labrador has a ruling Monarch
made an official to Labrador and notice I said, 'Official
visit to Labrador'and I think the government here has

botched up this opportunity. I think it is an absolute

e

disgrace, an arrogant St. John's attitude. £f kheAQuéen
has to come to St. John's for protocol then let it be so,
for protocol alone. But surely in this day and age of the
political climate we live in the government could have

made numercus arrangements, a well organized campaign in
Labrador to make sure that most of the children in Labrador
could have met the Queen, a very simple procedure.

The argument that it would have
taken many days to.travel throughouﬁ the Labrador coast and
Labrador and therefore it could not be arranged equally
holds for the Queen's visiting St. John's or Corner Brook.
She is not going to visit Harbour Grace or Bay de Verde or

Qld Perlican
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‘MR. STRACHAN: or Port au Port, or St. Anthony or
Port au Choix, exactly the same as if she visited Goose Bay she
is not going to visit Nain or Cartwright or Mary's Harbour,

But arrangements could be made for the children, especially

the children since the children remember these kind of

things, and it means more to them in the future, surely
arrangements could very simply be made with CN,for instance,

to have the boats organized, the one that runs once a week
North and once a week South, to take the children from

these communities into Goose Bay and the Queen,by visiting

Goose Bay could have the opportunity of meeting all these people

in the centre of Labrador and also meeting the &hildrén who =~ * = 7

are brought in by boat and it will be a holiday to remember

at costs which are not very high, Certainly we spend a lot

more money oﬁ a lot less useful projects. Surely then the
government, if they had beén interested at all and had thought
ahead ycould have made the..first official visit of a ruling monarch
to  that part of this Province and Labrador a memorable occasion
for the children there and something to remember ;n the future
because that is surely what is meant by royalty and the whole

ideg of a monarchy system, that you have something to which you
hold, it is an anchor to which you hold which gives stability

to political climate, politcal setups, political systems.

MR. W. ROWE: Continuity and stability, that is right.
— . . .2
MR. STRACHAN: v Continuity,as the hon. Leader states.

Surely then the children of Labrador who have
never nad an opportunity, never mind to go to the Aqu;rena, or the
regatta, have never had an opportunity to méet the ruling monarch
.as such, the Queen, surely they could have been given‘an opportunity
andvit would have been a sengsible, heart-felt opportunity, one which
could have been done very simply, very easily.

I wonder 1f the people in Labrador are going
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MR. STRACHAN: v to celebrate the St.lJohn's Regatta
day or the holiday for Corner Brook, I woﬂder if they care. 1
doubt it very much. Because in essence Qhat is on is an
example of neglect, total, abstlute neglect in a situation in
which there should be no neglect, in a situation involving

the Queen, monarchy, and there should be - that is the whole

" purpose of monarchy, to try to overcome these things in the
Commonwealth, to try to tie people together.

1 thinkvthat it is a disgraceful state
of affairs. I think you shou;d hang your heads in shame, those
involved and 1f certainly someone else is to be involved if you o
want to pass the buck somewhere else then surely you ¢ould have -~ '~ - - o —
been taking it up to cudgels weeks ago and I am sure you would
havevfound everyone on your side. Now that everything has been
decided and yo; now have to decide whether we are going to enjoy
in Labrador the St. John's holiday or the Corner Brook holiday
then I wonder if now you will bring it out .and bring up .the o
question that it is the federal government or it is the Queen
or whatever, whoever you want to blame5

) Surely it is the Government of this
Province, surely they have some input into such visits, surely
it is the p&rpose of the Government of this Province, and the
Queen's representative who travelled Labrador two years ago
and who saw for the first time and who made statements, in fact
quite historic statements because very seldom does a Lieutenant-
Governor, the Queen's representative, make political statements,
but he felt so strongly after his visit to Labradﬁr that he made
some very strong political statements which is highly. unusual, maybe
he is not the traditional Prince Philip or the Duke of Edinburgh,
‘whichever you want to call him;iwho has become involv;d in recent
"years in more political statements bﬁt generally the idea of a monarchy

is to remain above it. But he obviously experienced in his travels
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MR. STRACHAN: to Labrador strong feelings and surely
there could have been no simpler way or easier way of trying to
show concern for that part of the Province which will be sometime
in the future the economic centre of this Province in which
St. John'; will be looking towards - surely it would have been
correct, right and the prover thineg to do to make sure that if
there is a visit to any part of this Province that the first
official visit should have been to Labrador and other areas
second or after that. The whole thing is back to front, upside
down and you:wonder why people in Labrador get annoyed because
tﬁe St., John's member thinks it is all different and it is all
boiogna. You wonder why they think it but the atgitude is
typical. No wonder peéple think that way. The Lieutenant-Governor
had to come to find out., He did not believe it either when he came.
In fact his first trip there he indicated that to me and his
attitude by the time he had finished héd totally changed and
swung around. Surely the government.could then have done
something on this. It is something which upsets me, especially
for children.

I remember the Coronation year in 1953.
I remember and still have the things, the medals and so on that
were given to us at that time and I know full well that for
young people, as I met the Queen when I got my medal in 1956, that

surely at that time you remember these

"N
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HMR. STRACHAN:

things and cherish them. They are very important to you
when you carry on in future 1ife. And surely we .could .
have done something to give the children on the Labrador
coasty very simply, very easily by C.N. vessel brought

in to Goose Bay, and 1f you wanted to you could have split
the visit by going to Lab City, but I am sure to at least
one part of Labrador. To me it is not very diffieult to
spend a morning in Goose Bay and an afternocon in Labrador
City and on to Montreal from there or wherever it is, very
easily. And if the Queen had to come to visit the
Lieutenant-Governor's establishment here.because.of.protocol ..
or whatever reasons there are,then that would be in order
although it would have been preferable that the Queen go
elsevhere in the Province rather than St. John's. Why is
it that St. John's always has - maybe it is because it is

the capital city, but why do we always have to consider that?

that? We should sometimes consider other areas as well. And I

wonder what the hue and cry would be from St.John's,for instance,

if the Queeq did not come to visit St. John's? I wonder
what the hue and ery would be.

Mr. Chairman, I feel strongly on
this issue inasmuch as the children are concerned, especially
the children in Labrador who feel part of nothing, feel in
many ways neglected, that they belong nowhere, that nobody
really cares very much for them, and I am sure that a very
simple arrangement like this could have been a holiday-to
remember in their lives. Many of them on the coast and in
ny district do not have the money, do not have the finances
to send their children ever on holidays. "Their only holidays
are on the fishing boat and out on the fishing stages and
their outside‘places before they return in the Fall again
to schoo; and back into their Winter inside pla?es for the

Winter again. Surely the children could have been given

i
-
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¥R. STRACHAN: an excellent holiday. The

expense would have been a legitimate expense. It would 4
not have been to any Department of Tourism or some
publicity department or some company elsewhere to make
publicity out of it, it would have been a very simple

and heartfelt gesture which would have made the children
in Labrador who are going to be your future and whom

you are going to have to reckon with ten or fifteen or
twenty years down the road and reckon with in a very
severe way, you could have made them feel that they were
being considered, that there was going to be something
done by the government of the Province to_try to make
them feel part not only of this Province, but part of the
Commonwealth and part of the Monarchy.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!

HMR. STRACHAN: . I think that the whole thing

is a fool up. I get'annoyed about it because I think that

you missed an excellent opportunity and I imagine the

defence will be that it has all been arranged elsewhere.

At this late date 1f that is a defence, I think it is far

too late. It could have been stated earlier. There could

have been pressufe, there could have been discussions much .
earlier, consultation much earlier. Weeks ago there could

have been consultation so that there could hgve been something

put together which would‘have recognized a large geographical

part of this Province, but also recognized people who have

‘never had such visits. I know Prince Philip, the Duke of -
Zdinburgh, passes through Goose Bay quite often. _In fact, -
on one occasion we had to re;cue-gim from a Bill Caison, " B
I believe a slightly inebriated Bill Carson, an old Hudson

Bay man who drank considerable Hudson Bay rum and had great

stories, in faét, a fascinating man who finally pinned the

Duke of Edinburgh up against the wall with hié big thumb

and started telling him that he knew nothing about Canada's

Morth and virtually poked him throuzh the wall.
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MR. STRACHAN: ‘ The Prince Philip often comes
into situations like that and the people in Goose Bay

have enjoyed the visits tremendously, but I think on this
occasion here it should have been for the children
especially and those are the ones who really matter.

For the children especially it could have been an
excellent visit, a wonderful visit for them. It would
have given them something to remember, to talk about
coming and going on the boat which is regarded as a
cruise, It is the only holiday they gef, cruilsing, everybody
talks abo;t hoping to try and get a cruise. It could have
been organized by parents locally in Eyqngpa}l gggmgnit}gg
and they would have felt part of it as well by chaperoning
or taking the children there, and I think the whole thing
could hdve been an excellent gesture.

Mr. Chairman, I think that the
situation is obvious neglect and I am ashamed to be part
of a process in this House here where we have not taken an
opportunity and grasp this as an opportunity of trying to
make the Queen}s visit far more meaningful both to her, to
the government, to the political climate of this Province
and to the children of ‘Labrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Dr. Collins) The hon. the member for
Ferryland. . '

MR. POWER: Mr. Chairman, not to speak at any
great length to the amendment, but to clarify and to give

a little bit.of information‘to the member for Eagle River
(Mr. Strachan) and also the Leader of - the Opposition who
spoke about some Labrador children not visiting the Queen

or not coming to see the Queen in St. Johé's. Just for

_ their information and for clarification, if-you want, there

are eight native girls

e
-
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MR. POWER:
from the North West River area of Labrador who are coming to spend
two weeks with the parents of some Guides in the Witless Bay-Bay
Bulls area of our shore. I think it is just a programme where they
have invited these native girls to come to their homes for two weeks.
They have done that at the same time or in conjunction with the Queen(s
visit and they are hoping,the parents of the Guides that I am talking
with every day who are trying to arrange this thing and 1 have got to
talk to the minister concerned and also the Minister of Rura] Development
hopefully to give these giris-a few dollars for transportation. But
these eight native girls from North West River who will be spending
two weeks on the Soutern Shore‘enjoying our hospitality I hope, they
are coming in to live in our area for two weeks and they are also hoping
to meet the Queen or at least be at some of the functions that the
Queen will be also at and hoping to at least say hallo to the Queen
.or to at least be seen by Her or spoken to them by Her while the
Queen is on a visit here in St. John's. And we are hoping -
AN HON. MEMBER:  Mere tokenism.
MR. POWER: It may be mere tokenism but it is certainly at least
something that is notbeiné'doné by government and it is not being
done for political reésons. It is being done by some very good ladies
in the Witless Bay area who have an interest in.those girls, an interest
in the young people of our Province and there are no politics invoived
whatever. 1 just commend them and I just pass the information on to
you because those ladies are doing something which- I never thought
about and which I think is certainly commendable on their part and
I iust aive you that bit of information.
MR, CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for Baie Verte-White Bay.
"MR. RIDEOUT: Mr, Chairtr;an,the sad part as I see it about the whole
visit of Her Majesty, tﬁe Queen, to this Province, the visit has been
arranged diametrically o9posed to the expréss wishes of Her Majesty
herself. This past Fall, Sir, we had the honour and privilege of having

the Lieutenant-Governor visit the Baie Verte Pehinsu1a. He visited

e d
L =g
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MR. RIDEQUT:
practically every community on the Baie Verte Peninsula and
everywhere he went he made it a point of §e111ng the people that
éhe had come around to éee him, that he had been to London just
before coming down to Baie Verte to discuss with Her Majesty Her
upcoming visit to Newfoundland. And Her Majesty had -
AN HON. MEMBER:  HWho?
- MR. RIDEOUT: His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor. He had had
discussions with Her Majesty regarding her visit to this Province.
He told it publicly in dozens of communities on the Baie Verte

Peninsula and that Her Majesty had expressiy said to Her representative

in this Province that she wanted to see the parts of Newfoundland she

had never had an opportunity to see before. She wanted to see rural
Newfoundland.
' Now, Mr. Speaker, that was said by Her representative

in this Province as I said at dozens of public functions, on dozens

of public platforms on the Baie Verte Peninsula last October or )
November. I am not sure which month but it was last Fall. The Queen
Herself had told Her representative in this Province that during

. Her visit to Newfoundland this year she expressly wanted to see the
rural areas of Mewfoundland. She wanted to see the Newfoundland that
she had nevér had an opportunity to see on any other previbus visit.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I pose ‘the question to the

government becadse I understand it is the Minister of Intergovernmental
.Affairs who has arranged the itinerary:for the Queen's visit.

‘AN HON. MEMBER: Transportation minister.

MR. RIDEQUT: - Well he is also the Minisfer of Intergovernmental
Affairs. 1 understand that that.is the gentleman responsible. And

-1 pose thé question to the government, what has happened to change the
expressed wishes of Her Majésty .herself? What has happened? Why
has not the visit been arranged in the way that Her Majesty herself
wanted ‘it arranggd and as fo1d to thousands of people in this Province
by Her Majesty's representative, the Lieutenant Governor? What
happened to change thaf? I have nothing against the Queen coming to

St. John's, Mr. Chairman. I am all for it. But if that is the case,

e
A
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MR. RIDEOQUT:
if that had to be done because of protocol then maybe an extra day
or so could have been tacted onto Her Majesty's visit. She could
have come maybe a day or so eariy so that she could Have gotten outv
to see the parts of the Province that she express]y.tdld her representative
in this Province that she wanted to see. That is the question that I
want to pose to the government and I think we desefve an answer because
the Queen's representative had told us himself that that is excatly
‘what Her Majesty wanted. '

Now I am not saying that the Queen may have
gotten into Baie Verte or Seal Cove or Shoe Cove or any of those
small communities on the Baie Verte Peninsula but I do_say that
she should have had an opportunity to get in some communities along
the Northeast Coast, certéin]y into Labrador because that is what
she wanted.” That is what she told Her representative in this Province
she wanted to do. And some - I do not want to be too harsh - but
some mad bureaucrats somewhere in thé confines of this building, I
suppose, have gone against, goﬁe contrary to the express wishes of
Her Majesty. And ministers do not haye the courage to overrule

it when they came to organizing the trip.

et

iy
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(MR. RIDEQUT: Mr, Chairman, 1 would say to the minister

that that is a very pertinent question, one that I think ought to be
answered here in this House because whoever has organized this trip

haye gone against the expressed wishes of Her Majesty to her representative
in this province. She i{s not going to see rural Wewfoundland during this
visit. There is no place she is going that is going to be,with all due
respect to all the communities she is going to - Corner Brook, Stephenville,

Deer Lake is it not?

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes.,
R, RIDEOUT: Are not representative of rural Newfoundland and there

is no way they can be construed to be representative of rural Newfoundland.

MR. MCNEIL: She is only fifteen minutes ii Stephenville. ~
MR. RIDEOUT: She is only fifteen minutes in Stephenville,long enough

to get inside the aircraft and gone again.
MR. &CNEIL= Well, she does not go through the terminal.They go right
to the aircraft and out. ‘

MR. RIDEOUT: There you are. So she is not going to see what she
wanted to see and what she told her representative in this Province she
wanted to see, expressly told hig and what that gentieman, honourable as
he is and I know it would be certainly telling the truth in its finest
form, told thoﬁsands of people in his last tour and I assume he told

it other places in the province but he certainly told it on the Baie Verté
Peninsula. I think we deserve an answer as to hov come that is not
expressly built into the itinerary that has been drawn up by her ministers

in this province.

iR, W.J. ROWE: Why they went against tne Queen's wishes.
R, RIDEOUT: Why they went against the Queen's wishes, the expressed

wishes of the Queen to her representative in this province. liis Honour
was so excited, really excited and he wanted her to see rural Newfoundland,

places like communities on the Bale Verte Peninsula or the Labrador Coast.

MR. HICKMAN: Bring her back on next year's tour.
MR. RIDEOUT: ~ Bring who back on next year's tour?

MR. HICIIAN: The Queen.

e
T
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K. RIDEOUT: You inow taere is a standing order which says you
cannot say anything derogatory about the Royal Family.

A, HON. MEMBER: The House is on a high plane.

2. RIDEOUL: The House was on a high plane till the minister spoke.
Now, Mr, Speaker, that 1s one point I wanted to make. The other point

I want to make to the minister is tais. I do not know what is happening

in St. John's with regards to preparations for the Royal visit but I do

know that Boy Scouts and Girl Guide:troops and Sea Cadet troops and so

on in the Baie Verte area have been requested to come to Western Newfoundland
either Corner Brook or Deer Lake I am not sure, Corner Brook or Deer Lake

during the Queen's visit and I think that is an excellent idea. It is

apparently not happening here but these are someé~of The young people who

have been requested by organizations in Corner Brook and Deer Lake to
be present., I think :hé government has a responsibility to make some
arfangements';o ensure théc those young people can get an opportunity
to travel to Western Newfoundland from the Baie Verte Peninsula and
any other parg, whatever you include in the Western Newfoundland tour
so that they can be present to at least view and hopefully get a chance
to exchange a word of greeting with Her Majesty. They have been invited
to come - Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, Sea Cadets and so on-they have been
invited to come to Corner Brook but there has been no arrangment made
to this point because I have already had phone calls to me saying how
it was going to be}paid for or who was going to look after the cost as to
get a bus from Baie Verte to Cornmer Brook costs a couple of hundred
dollars per bus ;nd you can raise so much honey lbcally but you canﬁot
raise enough for eight or ten buses which is what would be necessary
if all those people who have been inviced.are going to get out there.

So I would hope that the minisﬁet and 1 have no
objections to him spending some-m&ney on ChelROYal tour, Maybe it is
better to put iﬁ into that type of thing than into elaborate PR firms

and so on. So these are a couple of questioms, ir. Chairman, that I

think the minister ought to give'us some enlightenment on. I would
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SR. RIDEOUT: certainly have no objection to the amendment, 1 am all
for it and I think all of u; on this side of the liouse are for it but I
think we have an obligation also to point out where the government has
gone expressly against the wishes of Her Majesty and also how they

intend to help those people in other parts of the Province'&ho oughﬁ

to be helped to get to the area where Her Majesty is so that they too
will have  a memory, hopefully and I know it will be a nappy memory of

such of memorable event.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for St. John's West.
DR. li. KITCHEN: Mr, Speaker, I rise to support the amendment and in

doing so I would like tb have a little word to educate the House Leader
on the Government side. When I asked the question-as-to which regetta - .
he was referring to I was serious because in this Province there is

more than one regetta. Placentia has a regetta, Lower Island Cove’
has a regettA,but the regetta that I really wanted to talk more than

any other one about was to impress upon him that Harbour Grace has had

a regetta - I do-nét know how long it has.had the regetta but I can
remember back'almost fifty years when that regetta has been going on

year after year after year and I am sure other people can remember back

a lot further than that. This is a long

st
iz
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pe. M, XITCHEX: historic Regatta and when I aske& the question v é
as to which regatta, this was not a silly remark, it was an honest
attempt to figuré out which of the several important regattas he was
referring to. But that is not what I got on my feet to speak about.

What I wanted to speak about is that it is not

often that I agree with the associate editor of The Evening Telegram

but for once in my 1life I read his column, and I do not usually read
it but‘I read it this weekend, and when he ~ I was wondering what
he was going to say_abou: the events in the House; you see, but he
wvrote on the Queen's visit and he called it insipid. I believe that

was his word, 'insipid'. And I am sure that that is about the way ——

-l

we can have it, unimaginative. For once I am véry glad to see that
occasionally you can agree even with the associate editor of The

Evening Telegram. He is right. This is not the way to celebrate

this gala, enthusiastic occasion by that part of the British
Commonwealth which above all parts of the British Commonwealth is
léyal to the monarchy. Holy mackerel, we are the Province that flies
the Union Jack as our provincial flag unless you fellow have changed
it lately. You are going to change it but you have not yet.

AN HON. MEMBER: Do you want it changed?

DR. H. KITCHEN: We are not going to change it. We want this
thing, this Union Jack: This is a loyalist province. We are for

the mongrchy. We have a Monarchist League which collected thousands
and thousands and thousands, I do not know how -many.signatures -
50,000 or 100,600 or 200,000 - I do not remember the number a
magnificeng number of signatures in a bound book and here we are
going to invite this monarch to come to thils Province in an insipid, -
dreary, meet-the-brass sort of routine and get on out of here as ¢
cuick as you can, and do not make too much of a splésh'here, we have

more impoftant things to do. ' This i; the impression that is being

left with the peoplg of Hlewfoundland when it is not fair, it is nét

frue, it is not représenting the true feelings'of the people of

this Province.
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DR. H. KITCHEN: Yow that point has to be made. Ve have to
change these arrangements. It is not too late. It is three or
four veeks yet. It is not too late to change insipid arrangemeats
and beef them up, inject some enthusiasm and excitement into this -
God knows we need enthusiam in this Province now after the
performance that the crowd opposite has given us. I mean,

the unemployment is bad, wélfare is low in money, everybody is
going through a bad time, and it is good that the Queen is coming-
so that we can feel good about ourselvés again and something that
ve stahd for. We must take advantage of this visit to perk up the o

people,to perk us up and make us feel good about being glad to be .
PO S Lty - - e
~z

Newfoundlanders, that.there is something about ourselves that we

are proud of. Let us be proud of that. Let all Newfoundland and

Labrador rejoice that the Queen is coming and let us have a good
« time while she 1s here. Not just wandering around doﬁn iﬁ the

grounds of Government House and visiting Memorial University, and

of all things - what {s 1t?- dedicate a cornerstone, something llike

that, What a silly thing for Memorial University to propose if they

did proposé it. There must be more important things that Her

Majesty caﬁ do besides do a cornerstone. Gee whiz, anyone can lay

a cornerstone. Let us have her for something important as is -
suggested. I believe that this year is a very important

year in this Province. It is probably the most important year that

this Province has ever seen, for this reason: . We in this House

of Agsembly did something this year which is more important than

Bi11 50, which is more important than teduciﬁg the Minister's

salary to a dol}ar; what has.been done in this House of Assembly . -
is that both sides unanimously supported a resoluéion committing ¢
this House and the people of this Province to develop iabfa&ﬁr. Vie

had a plan that we all suppofted.' Every person- supported the plan

that we are goilng to develop Labrador power and we are going to

develop it for the reople of this Province. We are going to develop
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DR. H. XITCHEN: Labrador iron ore and we are going to develop

it for the benefit of the people of this Province and process it

within Labrador. Ve are going to build a railway and we are going

to.put a road. Ve are going to develop the offshore. We are going

to develop the fishery. This commitment to Labrador which is made -
by every single hon. me;ber in this House, fifty-one hon.anembers made

a commitment to the people of Labrador that we would develop ;t. We

passed the resolution, the most important plece of business that has

been transacted in the House this year and perhaps in any year in our

history. This 1s where

P - . ~ —
-~
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DR._KITCHEN:

we are going. This Province is geared to go to Labrador and now we
should tie the two together. The National Convention of the Liberal
Party, the Prime Minister of this Province, has made a commitment to
that résolution. He would not be against the Queen going to Labrador
after giving his solemn word to the Leader of‘this party on this side
and he would give the same thing to the Leader on that side. Then
he would go for this resolution. He is going to develop Labrador
with our help, with our initiative. He is going to go along with it.
We are going to go together and develop this part of the Province.

So it is not the federal government that would
interfer with any plans that this House might hévemfonnthe Queen.'s. ..
visit. They would have to go along with it. They are honour bound.
They have made a commitment. The Liberal Party of Canada has made
‘a commitment in this respect. It was argued and debated. I do not
want to go over the whole thing again but it has. It should be pointed
. out that the Liberal Party of Canada is committed to the development
and the processing of Labrador, industry within Labrador and the
processing of the Labrador resources within Labrador. The development
of Labrador is something that fhe Governmént of Canada is commit;ed
towards and the Government of Newfoundland is committed towards in
Labrador. We are committed to it here because the government, every
member, every man _iack, over there,‘votéd for it and every hon.
member on this side voted for it. We all voted for it. So that is
that. We aré all for that resolution.

It is no good to talk about it. The government
of this Province are committed to-go and do something about Churchill
Falls this year. 1 heard the hon. minister of Mines and Energy making

- sohe remarks about it publicly the other day and I am sure as soon

as the House closes they will be at that thing, to geﬁ on with this
great resolution, to develop Labrador. They are going to work at it.
" And what better thing than to have Her Majesty come to Labrador now,

right now, this year, when this great plan that we havé passed and this
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DR. KITCHEN:

will cement it, the Monarch coming to Labrador at the same time. This ¢
will convince the people of Labrador that we mean business, that we
are not just playing games. This {is important, the Monarch was going
to go. The Monarch can look at Churchill Falls development and this
must mean an awful lot to someone who was raised in Britiaﬁ to see

the great Churchill Falls called after the great Sir Winston Churchill,
this great war time leader of Britian, the thing that binds us with
Britian, the Churchill Falls, the development of the Lower Churchill.

AN HON. MEMBER: The Queen herself wanted to make it acute,

personal.
DR. KITCHEN: That is right. It is a great personal-thing with- T ':Zf
respect to her, to see this great Churchill Falls development,
the greatest development in all the lands that she is Monarch of,
for her to go and see that. It must be a great family tradition.
There is a relationship to go and see this. Now this is something
that shows.some.imagination. And it can still be done. I do not
believe that it is too 1a£e to cancel those silly little ridiculous
porcedures that have been put forward. Cancel the garden party.
Cancel it , the Queen's representative. Cancel it, and have it up
in Goose Bay. UWhy not have it in Goose Bay? Have {t in Happy Valley.
Have it in North West River. I do not care where. No need to have it
jn Corner Brook. Not now. We are not talking about Corner Brook this
session very much. We are talking about Labrador this session. And
that is where the Queen should go. She does not have to come to St.
John's.  She has been here two or three times already. We had great
fanfaré. Let us go to Labrador. Let us all go.

.Now then while we are at it i believe that
Legislature has to meét in Labrador too. The Premier évaded my ¢
questfbns today when I was wondering - he was all exci{ed there a month
or so ago When we raised the question first, and when we got at it_and
raised questions here and there about the'Légis1ature meeting in Labrador.
But since - it is too much trouble,you see. It is too much trouble to

arrange it. Someone says we would like to go in Corner Brook. But the |
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DR. KITCHEN: thing is that Labrador is the other part of this Province.

That great landmass of Labrador that is wheré the future of this Province

lies; the fishery as far as the Island is concernedﬁaﬁd then the landmass

of Labradof. l That is the future for everybody in this Province, that

is where our generations yet unborn are going to be livina. We are
~going to be up there developing the resources,and then I hbpe we got the

imagination to ao so, either that or somebody else will. It is all right

for us to rant and rave here about one Province, and one name called

Newfoundland, and the Cabot Island and all this nonsense. That is all

it is.  There are two distinct parts of this Province and the people

of Labrador find it ve?y difficult to associate themselves with the Island

part of the Prévince. And rightly
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DR, KITCHEN: so, and something has to be

done, something real not just some words in The Dailly News

or The Evening Telegram, not just letters to the Editor,

something real has to be done to bind the parts of the
Province together and the only way I can see to do it is
for the Legislature to go up there at least once a year,
probably it should ‘meet there, only there but certainly
there and here, and now this year of the resolution, this
year that the federal government have been so, and every
person in the provincial Legislature has been so, chié'is
the time for the Legislature fo meet in Labrador. And it
is not too late yet. We could adjourn, for example.

Mr. House Leader on the government side could decide that
we are going to adjourn for a little while and we wiil open
the House again in Goose Bay in three weeks time and the
Queen can be there. What better thing for the Queen to

be there in this House when it meets in Goose Bay? There

are buildings up there and everything. We will meet and

she will be there and that will prove to the people of
Labrador thaf we mean business. We have brought the

Monarch there, the Legislature has met there and we will

then know, 'everybody will know that we will be pointing

the whole Province in the direction of Labrador- The
publicity surrounding the Queen's visit in Labrador and

this resolution development,.that'will do more for the
development of this Prov;nce thén can be done in any other
way in the next ten years if we handle this correctly.

It has to be done right. 'Whac we need, what this government
needs and what this ﬁouse needs 1is imagination-and the

" ability to carry out and méke things capture the imagination
of the people once we have the right idea. The right ideas
have been through here. That re;olution'is the stromngest
resolution that this House has adopted and it has to be

clothed, and I believe it has to take on this year the

3 ‘
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DR. KITCHEN: trappings of the Monarchy,

the trappings of the Legislature and we have to go to
Labrador this year. This Hous; has to go. .And 1if the.“
Queen cannot go to Labrador, if 1t is too late - I do

not believe it is too late to change those arrangements;

it does not take that long; tomorrow morning the arrangements
could be made; tomorrow morning whatever committee it is
that is looking after it here can méet, somebody can get
on the 'phone and 'phone London - it only takea a few
minutes to 'phone London and get the thing changed. I am

sure the Queen does not mind. As my hon. friend from

Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) says, the Queen has

expressed the wish and that wish can be interpreted as
Labrador. Let us interpret that wish as Labrador. She will
go along‘witﬁ it, I am sure she will. I am sure she would
like that. And I am sure we would go along with it,
everybody would go along with it, 'the“Lieptenant—Governor
would go along with it, the Priﬁe-ﬂinister of Canada would
go along with it. Who else is there to go along with it?
Who else? The Regatta Committee? Well, I do not really
care if the Regatta Committee - they will go too. We can
invite them up and have a regatta up in Goose Bay if they
‘want to. It does not matter. That is not very important.
We will have ~ let us have -~ and let the Premier before he
resigns do something worthwhile for this.Province, do
something really worthwhile. Perhaps if he handle; ;;w
rightlhe will get in again, who knows? Mayﬂe he can use -

heaven forbid -

MR. RIDEOUT: God forbid!
DR. XITCHEN: No, no! I would rather have

this development of Labrador under a Conservative Government
- S
than not have it at all. It is important. It is very

important to have this development of Labrador. And if

—~ s—
“la
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DR, KITCHEN: the Premier is wise and smart
poliéically he might just be able to gain one or two
votes by it - not very many, mind you, not very many, but
he could gain a few votes. And it dogs not macte; about
the votes, but it is the right thing to do, and this is
wﬁy I am raising it. 1t is the correct thing to do. We
have done so much this year in discussing this Labrador
development, we have done so much. Every Wednesday up
until a couple of Wednesdays ago devoted to this resolutfon;
everybody was for it, and now it is time to do something
about 1it.

1 do not know, ..I.am not. in a’
position where I can make promises, but just say I can -
I'am sure the Leader of the Opposition who will be the
Premier néw after the next election will go along with this;
if he does not, well, we will talk about it. Suppose this,
that i{f the government will not br;ng the Queén to Labrador,
then perhaps the new Premier the.firsi visit. that the
Queen makes, perhaps we can assure the people that she
will go to Labrador. Now I do not know if that is a big
undertaking or not, but it is something to think about.

MR, W, ROWE: Do not worry, we will be in
~when she comes back too.

‘DR. KITCHEN: Right.

So my plea is chis, that whoever
is responsible for making these arrangements on that side
change the arrangements to make it possible for Her Majesty
to visit Labrador and for the House of Assembly to meet in

Labrador and for both things to take place simultaneously.

Thank you.
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¥R. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: . Mr. cChairman, 1 was hoping my hoan. friend ‘

would have ended earlier, before he got around to giving them

credit for getting a few votes over there. I would not want

to see that happen, Sir. But my hon. friend is right, Mr. Chairman,

that this government has it in its own hands to change the itinerary

for the Queen's visit. I would suspect what happened, Mr. Chairman,

is this, that when the Queen decided to come to Canada that a group

of people were dispatched from the nation's capital to meet with the

ten provincial governments across Canada to discuss the Queen's visit,

for instance,to the various provinces but espécially here in

Newfoundland, the one that I am talking about now. But I would - : m—
not be at all surprised, Sir, b;c a group of bureaucrats, of ﬁanderins .
up in Ottawa were disphcched down here to Newfoundland and told to go

down and sort out the ininerary for the Queen's visit.

AN HON. MEMBER: Standard procedure.
" MR. NEARY: - I would not be a bit surprised, Sir, but in

that group would be two or three maybe French Canadians.

MR. HICKMAN: ‘ No.

MR. NEARY: Ohyyes. I would not be at all surprised. )

MR. W. ROWE: Oh,at least. At least.

"MR. NEARY: Maybe they were all French Canadians, ]

I do not know. But they came down and they dictated to this
government and they told this government where the Queen would go
in Newfoundland and this crowd, Sir, did not raise any objection.

That is true. That is true,

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, that is true.
AN HON. MEMBER: Do you still want an autograph?
MR. NEARY: No. I am going to talk about that now in

a few minutes, about the autograph part of it. I hope the protocol
officer this time will be a little more efficient tham he was at that
particular occasion. And, Mr. Chairman, there is precisely what happened.

Down came these bureaucrats from Ottawa and dictated to the govermment,
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MR, NEARY: to the ministers, to the Premier and the
ministers in this Province, told them where the Queen was going to

go during her visit to-Newfoundland.

MR. NOLAN: You do not say.

MR, NEARY: . No, that is true.

MR. NOLAN: They had input into it?

MR. NEARY: They had no input into it at all.

AN HON, MEMBER: vYou do not think?

MR. NEARY: - No, They just sat back and allowed this

crowd, mainly French Canadians,to tell Ché government here where
the Queen was going to go in Newfoundland. They should havé
dug in their heels. They should have sent that cfowd back packing
back across the Gulf, go back up to Ottawa, we will arrange the
Queen's visiﬁ in this Province and we will tell you, Mr. Ottéwa,
vhere the Oueén is going to go in Newfoundland and Labrador. They did
not do that, Sir. The minister half an hour or so said, "Well, do you
‘want me to get a ;e:ter'where we asked for the Queen to visit Labrador?
Do you want me to get a letter?" Well the hon. gentleman may be able
to produce a letter where they made a little mild suggestion that the
Queen visit Labra&or. A

If this c¢rowd, Mr. Chairman, if this
government wanted the Queen to visit.Labrador the Queen would visit
Labrador and that is it. Do not try to be wishy washy about it,
make no excuses at all, the Qgeen would go in this Province where
the Premier and the m#nisters wanted He; cb:go.

MR. W. ROWE: Hear, hear! That is right.

MR. NEARY: And it is just as well to face it. And that

is the long and the short of it, Sir.

MR. R. MOORES: The French Canadians.
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MR. NEARY: The French Canadians mostly decided

where the Queen was going to go in this Province. And they just
sat back and took it like everything éise.'< And my. hon. friend,
the Leader of the Opposition,saild earlier today they were probably
so busy, Sir, trying to prop themselves up, trying to cling on

by their fingernails, cling onto power, that they just figure, well
this is nothing, you know just the Queen is coming and this is '

just another bother, you know why worry about it.

MR. NOLAN: _ 'Alex" was going to go to the -
MR. NEARY: Little did the government know, Sir, that

we were going to have one of the liveliest debates that we have

‘had so far this session iﬁ the House this afternvon’and £t isnot = -- - : ‘::j
finished yet, I am sure that my hon. colleague, the member

for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons), Terra Nova (Mr. Lush),

all my colleagues, Sir, are savage, rearing to go to get into

this debate for the negligence and for the embarrassing situation that

Her Majeéty -
MR. SIMMONS: Hickman for Queen.
MR. NEARY: - - has been placed in by this government

not digging in its heels and deciding where Her Majesty was going
to go in this Province and allowing this committee to come

down from Ottawa and tell the government -

AN HON. MEMBER: - A committee?
MR. NEARY: B A committee, four or five bureaucrats

came down from Ottawa and while this is - this was a couple of months
ago, a few months ago, as a matter of fact the security by the
way, the éecuriﬁy for the Queen's visit has now been underway I would

say -
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MR. S. MNEARY: let me see, for about almost a year the security

have been out getting organized for the Queen's visit.

‘MR, HICHMAN: It did not start with until the Fall.
MP, S, NEARY: Wellysince last Fall. That is almost a year.

Give or take a couple of months, it is going on almost a year now that
the R.C.4.P. have been organizing the security in this Province for
the OQueen's visit., My hon. friend, the member for Conception Bay
South (¥r. Nolan) mentioned this afternoon about the biscuit cans and
all that sort of';hing, Vell there is a little thing that is out

already, Sir. Mr. Chairman, there is a little thing that is out, a

little badge. It is out already. It says 'Newfgundland 1978' and

o ——
-a picture of Her Vajgéty on tﬁe button, and these aré béing - o
R, STDMONS: What is behind Her Majesty?
MR, W. ROWE: The Newfoundland flag.
MR, S. NEAPY: | What is behind it? Well,here is what it says -
AN HON. MEMBER: The British flag. ' '
jﬁR..S. NEARY : Oh, the British flag. Yes. I thougﬁt-you meant
the little label on the back of it.
These, 5ir, are being distributed throughout the
Province to raise funds for the Vera Perlin school, the retarded
children's schools throughout the Province, which is a good move. ;
Lady Barlow had these in the -
AN HON, MFMBER: . She is in the gallery.
MR. S. NEARY: Lady Barlow? No. She has left the gallery
unfortunately, but Lady Barlow had these in the - Give one to my lady
friend over there -sho is always smiling and so nice, sitting at the
. table. ' - , -
' So you can see that things are - - : e
MR. W, POVE: Do not let it worry you. He thought you meant
'Alex.!
MR. S. NEARY: Things are starting to get organized a little

bit, Sir, in the Province and I would say that the Monarchist League

" are starting to get a little active and are starting to edge their
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¥P. S. NEARY: way in to getting the thing properly organized.
If it was left up to the Governmgnt the whole thing would be a
shambles., I believe now that the Government are getting a little bit
interestea, more than they were a few weeks ago,in trying to get as

many children as possible out to see Her Majesty.

MR, _W. ROWE: Only as a result of pressure.
HR, S. NEARY: Only as a result of pressure from people like

Lady Barlow.

AN HON. MEMBER: " They are trying to cover their tracks now.

MR. S. NEARY: That is right.

AN HON, MEMBER: Tell us about the autographi—- - . .- - e
¥R. S. NEARY: Yes, Sir. I am coming to that too, the autograph.

I found out the hard way éhat Royalty do not give autographs. No, they
ﬁay give photographs but not autographs, and I found that out from the
old bloke himself.

Mr. Chairman, I am inclined to agree with some of
the previous speakers, Well, I might say this also before I mention
the garden party,that from what I can understaﬁd Her Majesty will hardly .
have time to powder her nose when she is in Newfoundland but it will
noﬁ be out meeting the ordinary people. That 1s the tragic part of it.
She is on a very tight schedule and she will hardly have time to go
to the ladies roon and she is on such 'a rigid, tight schedule. One of
thesevfunctions, of course, is the garden party, the famous garden party.
Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not believe I have fo tell members of this
House how I feel about the garden party. I feel just as sfrongly about
the gardén party as my hon. colleague, the member for St. John's'
West (Dr. Kitchen) because it will be just an opportunity, it is an
opportunity, that is all it 1s. It {s connived by the elite, the big
shots, to make sure that the mucky mucks, the high ﬁucky-mﬁcks in this
Ciéy get out to sﬁake Her Majesty's hand and show off their new hats

and their new gowns. That is all it is, Sir. That 1is all it {is.

~
e
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AN_HON, MEMBER: It is all free. : ' s
MR, S. NEARY: All free. And, Mr. Chairman, I think it should

be cancelled, the garden party. Call it off. I am sure, Sir, that
the Queen would feel much more comfortable going around to a senior
citizens' home or going to a hospital. Take her down to The Janeway
Hospital and let her go in and see the little children in the

hospital. She would be much

Ly
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aR. NLARY: more at home there than she would down shaking hands
with a bunch of tottering old tadgers who are just about worn out now,
coming on quivering and snaking, millionaires coming off with their

grandchildren in tow.

+R. W.N. ROWE: And members of this House.

MR, NEARY: Yes, members of the House.

MR, W.N. ROWE: Ske could do without that.

1R. WEARY: I tell you one thing I‘cannot stand in case anybody does

not know how I feel about these sort of things, I cannot stand them,
Mr. Chairman, although I have gone to the odd one, I havelgone,but
generally speaking you never see me hobnobbing around to these parties,

P

these banquets and -~ S -

AN HON. MEMBER: Wildcat parties.
R, NEARY: Well.I tell you,l was faced with a situation today, Sir,

where my second oldest daughter wanted to know if I would take her -

AN HON. MEMBER: Stephanie.
MR. NEARY: Yes, Stephanie, that is right = if I would take her

in the place of my wife to meet the Queen and I said I would have to
think about it. I had no intention of going but that sort of put a

new angle on it,

AN HOM MEMBER: How old is she?

MR. NEARY: She is twelve., Twelve years of age.

R.W.ROWE: : It'should have been all cnildren involved.

MR. NEARY: That is right. All my kids would iike to meet

dex Majesty but they will not have the opportunity to do it.

AN HON.MEMBER: Maybe she wants to meet you ins;ead.
HR. NEARY: Well,I do not know. Maybe she would,Sir.

They were in London recently, two of my kids,and saw the changiﬁg of

the guards at Buckingham Palace and all this sort of thing. I am sure,
Sir, that there are tens and tens piled upon tens of thousands of

little children in tnis Province who will be disappointed because they
will not get the opportunity to go out and see hHer Majesty as she drives

by in an open car or whatever she is driving in.
. : . \

st
=
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MR. NOLAN: CraZg's helicopter.
MR. NEARY: . Well I was coming to that.by the way. Talking
about travelling Newfoundland today,there is no trouble to get iler
Majesty back and forth across thi;'Provincg today. Weil,first of all
I think Her Majesty should have 6vernighted in Churchill Falls, that
would nave been the ideal place. Bring ner into Labrador West, have
her overnighc.in Churchill Falls and then come on down to the coast,
get aboard of a helicopter and come down the Great Northern Peninsula,
swing into Western Newfoundland, pop into Central Newfoundland in a
helicopter or a plané, no éroblem. and the. Southern Shore. I would
like to see the Queen go down to my own district of LaPoile.

Mr. Chairman, here we have the fishéry in
this Province. Well I am sure that Her Majesty ;;uié.;og mih&:g;ing i
down on a wharf or down on a fish plant, visiting a fish plant in this
Province.insgead of going out and laying a cornerstone for some foolish
nonsense that somebo&y thougnt up. I mean that is the sort of thing
that Her Majesty would like to do,is it not? I am sure the Duke would
like 'to do it. I rem;mber the last visit that they made here, Sir, when
they departéd from‘Portugal Cove I was tied up on the - personally I was

not tied up -

AN HON. MEMBER: That came later.
MR, NEARY: The Kipawo,that came up this afternoon, the

Kipawo was tied up on the opposite side of the wharf to the Maneco and
there was no breakwater in Portugal Cove at that time and a Northeast

wind came up, the worst storm we had for the year.

SOME HON.MEMBERS : Oh, on.
MR. NEARf: . Well I was there that day and was an eye

witness to wnat happened.and I must say I had to admire the courage of
Her Majesty. But I also bad to admire the seamanship of the late Mark '

Saunders,who was captain of the Maneco. I remember the Empress of Scotland

was hove to out in Conception Bay, she was anchored out there,and they were
all going around debating - my hon. friend who is sitting in the Speaker's

Callery will remember what I am talking about, the departure from Portugal

~—
-
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SRLHEARY: Cove, it was very, very dramatic indeed.

AN HOS.AEHBER: ‘ " She was Princess Elizabeth then.

MR. NEARY: That is right, Sir. All the Royal lNaval personnel
were crawlihg ‘around all over the place. Now Q‘ne late Capt. ifark Saunders,as
my hon, friend knows,wzs a man who never wore a uniform, never wore a
captain's cap or anything like that,And he was a very mild man, very mild
mannered, very quite man. Tou would hardly know he was around but I will

. tell you that he crossed that Tickle and went across to Conception Bay

when nobody else would dare put the Maneco out. But anyway they were

there and there were lights flashing on- and off, flicking back and forth

to the Empress of Scotland and they were debating whether or not they

were going to allow the Queen to leave from ?ortugal Covey this: was the
big dabate,because the Maneco was going up on oné wave and the Kipawo-was = - ‘:
going up on the other onme when the Maneco was on the way down and everybody

thought for sure they was going to be an.accidenc. They were there, they

were just about ready to call it off when somebody said
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MR. NEARY: "Well, has anybody asked the
bloke.who is in charge of this boat whether or not he
will go?" And he was standing in the -background;.that is
one day thé& had stuck his captaiﬂ's cap on him, put his
little bit of gold braid on and he was standing back,

and one‘of these Royal naval officers said, "Well, what
do you think? Are you the captain of .this ship?' He
said, "Yes." "What do you think?" he said, "Do you think
you can make it?"ﬂevsaid, "Tell her to get aboard." So
they put her onboard. T camn see the Duke now and the
Princess standing on the skid where_they used to put the
cars aboard the boat. Just as they got aboard a wave came
in and the Maneco went up in the air and when she came down
he said, "Let her go.'" And away she went. But his only
problem-that day was getting away from the Empress of
Scotland. HeAwas not worried ;bout getting away from the
wharf in Portugal Cove, he knew he could do that. And
following along right behind themyif hon. members will
remember,were the fishermen from Port de Grave.with the
bunting onlfheir motorboats, riding off the whitecaps,
the tops of the waves. Do hon. gentlemen remember that?
And then Don Jamieson came back with this very colourful
description of the Princess and the Duke leaving

Portugal Cove - absolutely fanfastic, Sir! And I saw

the letter - |

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) to say after it was all over.

MR. NEARY: ‘ . No, 1 saw the letter that she
Qroté to the late Captain M;rk Saunders. It is too bad,
Mr. Chairman - and Your Honour is familiar with 1it, by the
way, being married to a girl from Bell island. But I saw
the letter that the Duke wrote to Captain XMark Saunders.
He told him that it was- the most outstanding piece of
seamanship that he ever saw in his life. And so it was.

It was absolutely amazing! It was fantastic!
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MR. NEARY: And it was a credit to

Hewfoundland. And this 1is the sort of thing now that -

I do not mean that we should put her through another storm -

but I am sure that Her Majesty would feel more at hone,
more comfortable in the rural parts of this Province
visiting fish plants, going around visiting the native
population in Labrador, visiting my hon. friend's

constituency so the little children can come out with

their flags on the side of the road and wave at Her Majesty

as she goes by. That is the sort of tﬁing, Sif, that we
should be doing. It is only a two day visit. You can
cram an awful lot of stuff into fortx:g{gﬁt Poutﬁﬁw I am
talking about things that are very worthwhile and not just
garden parties and cocktail parties. I can see it now,
everybody standing around when Her Majesty is here - she
will waste more time and probably be bored to death and
say, 'What do we have here in this Province; a crowd of
alcoholics?' Everybody will be standing around with his
little cocktail glass in his hand and she will be bored
stiff. And I am sure the Duke will be completely bored
because he likes the outdoors, he likes to move around,
he likes a little bit of action. .And so, Sir, T am
inclined to agree with the previous speakers that the
itinerary, the programme, has been very sloppily and very
poorly arranged bylthe government. And, Mr. Chairman,
make no mistake, this government have to answer for it,
because this government could have had whatever they

wanted as far as the Queen's visit is concerned.

AR HON. HMEMBER: The Premier had better buck up.

MR. NEARY: He had better buck up, that is
right.. They could not eVen do this right, as my hon.
friend said.

MR. W. ROWE: They were counting on this to
shore up their bad, bad image around the Province.

5

liR. NEARY: ' Is that right?

‘slﬁd-
-
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HdR. W. ROWE: And they even bungled this.

MR..-NEARY: Well, there it 1is, Sir. I do

not think it is too late. Sir, there is still.time even
though Her Majesty is due here on - what is {it, the 27th?

- the 27th of this month. There is still time to tell that
crowd up in Ottawa what they can-do, that we are going to
look after Her Majesty when she comes to Newféundland and
we are going to bring lier to places that we want go bring
her, not where they want to take her. And I think it has
been a very worthwhile discussion this afternoon, Sir, a
very worthwhile debate. I do not bave anything else to

say about it except that I agree with the previous.speakers

and I - am sure there are going to be some other members who
will want to get in on this discussion. They have very

strong feelings about it. It is not too often we get a

chance to play host to Her Majesty and her good husband, .
and so,_Sir, when we do it we should do it right. But

the government have bungled it again and I hope, Mr. Chairman,
.that they will get out the programme, get out the itinerary
and take a look at it and see wbere we can make changes

so that Her Majesty will be exposed to as many Newfoundlanders
as possible, especially sick people, especially veterans who
are in héspiﬁal, especially people who aré in senior citizens'

homes who cannot get out
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DR. KITCHEN: and see Her Majesty and
especially to the youth and to the young people and to
the children of this Province. And if they do not do

that, Sir, they cannot do anything.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Young) : Shall the amendment carry?

., The hon. member for Bufgeo -
Bay d'Espoir.
MR. SIMMONS: ' A few words, Mr. Chairman.
I was hoping the member for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan)
would have had a few things to say but the last time he
spoke his mind he nearly got kicked out of the Caginet so
he probably will not say much on this.

Mr. Speéﬁé;:“mf friend from

LaPoile has a theory that the Commitﬁee came down from Ottawa.
MR. NEARY: That is right.
MR. SIMMONS : : My theory is a little
different. I believe they went back and found the schedule
of the 1959 visit of Her Majesty and just decided to rerun
itf Because this schedule, if you will notice, this schedule
this year is the same schedule she followed in 1959. She
came into St. John's, she then flew to Deer Lake and she

travelled from Deer .Lake to Stephenville and got aboard a

plane and left the Island. That is the same -

DR. KITCHEN: ) Is that right?

MR. SIMMONS : ' . That is right.

AN HON. MEMBER: - She was in Stephenville?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMONS: There may well be. There may
well be.

The same schedule as 1959.
She had not been here for eighteen years or nineteen years
and they are going to run. here throﬁgh the same schedule
as shé went on eighteen.or nineteen years ago. I remember
that one well becaﬁse it was the 20th or 21st. of June 1959.

She came into Deer Lake. I got aboard a chartered boat

~ a—cad
S~z
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MR. SIMMONS: with three other teachers
and we came from St. Anthény where we were teaching to
get into Hampton and into Deer Lake in time to see Her
Majesty, on the 20th or the 21st of June 1959. That is
the last time she was here and, as I say, she went to
St, John's, Deer Lake, Corner Brook, Stephenville the
same as she is doing this time.

Therelis one change this
time..
MR. W.N.ROWE: Carry on with your speech.
MR. SIMMONS: Pardon?

MR. W.N.ROWE: Carry on with your speech.

PO -

MR. SIMMONS: The one change, Mr. Speaker,
is that this time they have to open an airport for her. They
havé to spécially open the Deer Lake Airporf for one day to
accommodate her travel. The airport is closed right now

aé most people realize because they are resurfacing the
runway. How they are going to manage to interrupt that I

do not know, but it is going to be at some considerable
cost, I would suggest. They are going to open the airport

at Deer Lake for one day to accomﬁodate Her Majesty's
schedule at considerable cost no doubt.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think
most of the things have been said about this. It is not
often Her Majesty comes to these shbres and one would think
that the government would give some attention to the question.
This nonsense about her having to come to St. John's for
protocol is nonsense, of courge, because that would mean
she would also have to go to Ottawa for protocol and she
is ﬁot going to Ottawa at all, she is visiting just three
provinces, Newfoundland and Labrador, Saskatchewan ;and
Alberta. There is no.reason why she had to come into St.
John's at allf

' 'L do not know what is

involved in terms of schedule changes. I know these -things

et
-
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MR. SIMMONS: ‘ they tend to want to

check out many months beforehand but she is‘cdming among

a friendly crowd, Mr. Chairman. Perhaps in the time

allowed, or the time left, some changes could be made.

She does not need to come to St. John's at all. She

does not need another foolish garden party. God knows

she has enough of these, I would think. She does not

need another dinner. I am sure she goes through lots of

these. I think we have made out point on that, Mr. Chairman.

what she needs is what she requested to have, according to

my colleague for Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) and

that is some exposure to the ordinary people of this

Province. T o
I would like her to be in

my district but.there are so many districts she cannot

get to every -

MR. J. CARTER: Have her meet the Liberal caucus.
MR. SIMMONS: She would be exposed to

very ordinary but able people,I say to the member for St.
John's North (Mr. J. Carter), the sometimes member for

St. John's North. Very ordinary, very down to earth but
amazingly able people if she were exposed to these.

MR. RIDEOUT: She did not ask to go to

the savoury farmer's district, did she?

MR. SIMMOﬁS: Now, Mr. Chairman, will the
Government Hodse Leader take it upon himself to talk to this
colleague the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and see
if a few changes can be fenagled here to get Her Majesty off
some of the very time consuming, boring items that she has
been assigned to like fooligh o0ld garden parties and thét
kind cf thing? 1If they cannot, Mr. Chairman, can we have
the understanding that we can give our garden party
invitations - I am prepared to give mine ~ to two people who
otherwise would not get to the garden party? Are.they

transferrable these invitations we got from Government House?

~ i
-~
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MR. SIMMONS: : We could do it that way,

could we not? Give it to two youngsters or two other

people who normally would not get to Government House

for one of these‘gardgn parties. I'got my invitation

today but I am preparéd to give the invitation to me and

my wife to two other people who otherwise would not get -

in the grounds of Government House.

g i~ - Lt = . ~ —

e
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MR. SIMMONS: So if we cannot get rid of the garden party perhaps

we can have that understaﬁding that we will give our invitations out

to people who otherwise would not get on the grounds for that particular

day. But look,the real suggestion we are making over here is scrap

the agenda and get her into some other parts of the Province. It is not

a difficult thing to do. You have got time. You have got three weeks. -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Put your minds to it.

MR. SIMMONS: Put your minds to it.
See what is happenina here,'Mr. Chairman,is
typical. Who else, Mr. Chairman,who else but this government could
manage to bungle the Queen's visit? Who else could manage? You know, -

it takes some doing, Mr. Chairman. You have got to work at it to bungle

B d

-~z

PO .-

the Queen's visit because you have got $o much going for you, sb ﬁuch-éééd
will and unders;anding. But if you rga11y work at it, Mr. Chairman,

you can manége to bungle it. And what is this I hear about somebody making a
racket . out of the Queen's visit? This nonsense about all of the PR firms
involved, is this what is going on again? I hear one of my colleagues talk
about a PR firm or two involved in the Quéen's visit.  Only this government,
Mr. Chairman, could bungle the Queen's visit and make a racket out of

the Queen's visit. Make a racket out of it, and bungle it at the same

time.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will tell you what the real .
problem was fhey used the wrong map, you see, they have used the wrong
map. The map they used. has only got St. John's and Deer Lake and a few
other places on it. They either used,according to the theory of my
colleague for LSPoi]e (Mr. Neary),they used the Quebec map which clearly
shows Labrador to be in the Province of Quebec orf-I wish my buddy were
here now from Tourjsm ~or théy used his map. I was at a Parliamentary
Conference with my colleague, the Leader of the Opposition the other
nighf, at a dinner, and they get up and they nresent .a map, a map of
Newféundland to our visitors, Sir Robin Vanderfeld from England, and
some other people. And do you know what map they presented? p map of

the Island of Newfoundland.

"~ SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. SIMMONS: That is right. And we raised the problem with the
deputy minister, and the deputy minister in the presence of his minister
and a hundred other people or fifty other people gets up and says, well
actually it is rather awkward, you know, getting Newfoundland and

Labrador on the same piece of paper. That was there excuse.

DR. KITCHEN: He should be fired. -
MR. SIMMONS: The Minister of Tourism -

DR. KITCHEN: . He should be fired.

MR. SIMMONS: - presented a map, a tourist map of the Province

but it only has got the Island on it, Mr. Speaker, just the Island,that
' is all, and the excuse was it was kind of awkward to put Labrador on
thefe. Well Quebec is not finding it awkward at all.

AN HON: MEMBER: . No they can get it i "7 T oo T
' MRf'SIMMONé: Not finding it a bit awkward. I do not know

if my colleague from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) just heard what I said, that

we were at a diTner Tast week and the Minister of Tourism and his

deputy presented a map of the so-called Province, and all is on it is the

Island. So Qé point ‘this out to-him. And there is some lame apology

made in the presence of all these guests from outside of the Province or

from outside of Canada that it is awkward to get all of this on the same bit

of paper.
MR. LUSH: It is incredible.
MR. SIMMONS: Is that not shocking? And that is the

official Tourist map.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS: 0Oh, oh!

© MR, SIMMONS: That is the official Tourism map, Mr. Speaker -
MR. LUSH: - That is incredible. ‘

©R. SIMMONS : - the official Tourism map that they are sendiﬁg out

to people all over the world. Can you believe that?

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: ' _ Oh, oh!

’ MRZ:SIMMONS: - So perhaps that is what happened, Mr. Speaker.

:Perhaps when ‘they planned the itinerary of the Queen they used either the
Quebec map.which of course.showed Labrador as part of the Province of Quebec,
or they used the map of the Minister of Tourism,which he presents to all

of our visiting dignitaries,which has only the Island on it. . Why does it
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Mr. Simmons: have only the Island? Because it is too Hard to

" put Labrador on the map.  You know, it does not look pretty, it does
not look good, it looks out of balance, you see, because of fhe
vertical length of the thing. It just does not jibe somehow.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR; SIMMONS: Can you imagine that, Mr. Speaker.
The opportunities thi§ government misses, Mr. Speaker,
to do something for Labrador has now even extended to the visit of the
Queen,as sfrange as that sounds. I am appalled. I am absolutely
appalled.
Well, Mr. Speaker, I think so many other things

could be said because I can get up pretty tight aboqt the way thj§

~government handles Labrador, reflected again in the itineqafy of Her
Majesty. But that aside, let us just put a simple p]ea to this hon.

crowd, Mr. Speaker, to have the schedule revised, the itinerary of

Her Majesty revised so sﬁe sees some ordinary Newfound]andehs'in their
ofdinary seftings, not in their céckta11 dresses or in their landscaped
lawns, néf in plastic Britain, Mr. Speaker, she can see that back home,
plastic Britain she can see back home. A carbon or a poor second copy

of things British -and things urban, and things contrived and sophisticated

she can see back home, but

hado
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MR, SIMMONS: let her see real Newfoundland and
Labt;dor. That is not.cao irrational a plea,is it? Let her-

see. We are glad to have her, !r. Speaker. As a matter of
factyshe will get much more enthusiastic support and response

from the feal loyalists, the real monarchists in this Province,

the rural people,the few who will get to see her,the handful

who are dragged in from the Baie Verte Peninsula, or who will

get in frém other parts, she will get more énthusiastic response
from these than she will from the dozen fellows she is going

to run into on thevGovernment House lawn-and then at the

university dining hall the same night and then earlier that

day at the cormerstone. She will keep shaking, Mr. Chairman,'

the same thirty sweaty hands for two days or the day. she is

here, the same thirty people. She will be saying at the end

of the night, "Did I not run into §5u some&here before?” “"Yes

" you did, three times earlier today,Your Majesty.' Let us, get

her out, Mr. Chairman, where she can meet some ordinary: peopile.
That is all we are ask;ng. We have learned long since, Mr. Chairman,
that in this House it takes a while to make the point and so we
have a strategy éver here. It i¢ oniy incidental that the strategy
nappens to drive the Government House Leader up the wall.

Mﬁ. HICKMAN: No. ©WNo.

MR. SIMMONS: . But apart from that, Mr. Chairman, the
strategy is say it enough times -

MR. HICKMAN: ' And after the first few (iﬁaudibie).

MR. SIMMONS: ‘ - say it enough times, Mr. Chairman, we have
got the message. fou inow, blood pressure is a serioﬁs

problem,I say to the minister. We have the.message and he need not
w&rry about. We have éhe message, do'.ﬁelnot?

MR. W. ROWE: : We got the message. Yes.
_ : .
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MR. SIMUONS: But I wonder if the government has

the message and 1 say for the peovle in the gallery in particular
that the method we are using today is called the bludgeon approacn.
It {is the only approach we know that gets through to the govermment.
You have to say it again and again and again and‘again and again.

It is the method we have used on Education pétitions, on electricity
increases. We have just got to say it over and over and over

and over again and eventually we finally get through to them. But
what we said, Mr. Chairman, in the last two hours 1is very simple.

It could have been said in about fifteen seconds were you dealing

with anything else except this hon. crowd. And the message is

simple. My colleague from St. John's West (Dr. Kitcten) has -said-" °~ -

it, from Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout), my other coileagues

have all said it, scrap the present itinerary of Her Majesty, if

that is at all pdssible, at least look into it, explore the possibilities,
scrap the itinerary and let her get out and visit some ordinary

people in this Province., We will be all happier for it and I am

sure she will too,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, if 1 may have but one brief

Qord because I would not want people fo be under the impression of
what is being -
MR. NEARY:
MR. HICKMAN: Thank you.
 SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. HICKMAN: ' Thank you very much. What I woﬁld not
want is for the regord to, you know,to shéw that what- has Seen ;aid
here this afternocon is correct because.it simply is not. This is
not the way royal visits are arranged. A formal request w;s made
by the Government of Newfqundlaﬁd for a royal visit about thrée

years ago.” for the first time, because we had not had a royal visit



July 4, 1878 ’ Tape No. 5082 W -3

MR, HICKMAN: for something like fifteen years.
AN HON. MEMBER: Eighteen.
MR. HICKMAN: Eighteen years. And we wére subsequently

advised, because none of this was made to Her Majesty the Queen, it

goes through the Secretary of State, not the Secretary of State

for External Affairs, but the Sgcretary of State with a man

named Butler, whose surn;me was Butler, I have forgotten his

first name now in Ottawa, and Her Majesty's Ministers decided éftetwards
that -~ we though the centennial year would be an excellent year -
that it would be held in Ottawa only, so last year was out. At

the same time we renewed the application,and I would not want to
be held to this but I do know that in the beginuing. when

I was involved in it, the hope was, and I am sure it was expressed,
that the visit be through Labrador.

AN HON, MEMBER: It was.

MR. HICKMAN: The hon. gentleman behind me iqdicates that
it was. What happened then was this,that it is Her Majesty who

sets the number of days that she has available for'any particular
province and Her minister advised us that Her Majesty had but

two days to spend in Ottawa -

PREMIER MOORES: In Newfoundland.

MR. HICKMAN: - in Newfoundland rather and the indication
that we received, despite wﬁat the hon. gentleman from Baie Verte -
‘White Bay (Mr. Rideout) said was that certainly Her Majesty was visitihg
where her minister the Secretaty of State indicated - ‘

MR. RIDEQUT: That was true from me.

MR. HICR}mﬁ: I realize it was true from the hon. gentleman,
This i35 not pointing the finger at Ottawa, it is simply a fact of life,
There 1is a ﬁatter ch;t I would like very much to have attended to whilst
Her Majesty was visiting this Province, the use of tﬁe prefix‘royall

I will not say where. I know that Her Majesty is in -

tR. NEARY: - Labrador. .

MR; HICIQMAN: - that Her Majesty had indicated off the record

that she would very much like \

~
-
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MR. HICKMAN: * to do it, but it has been
made abundantly clear that constitutionally Her Majesty
can deal only with her ministers and her ministers are not
' ministefs in the Provinée. I hope the amendment commends
itself to hon. gentlemen.
On motidn, amendment carried.
Motion, that the Committee
report having passed bill No. 77 with amendment, carried.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, I move that
the Committee rise, report progress and ask leaQe to sit
again.
On motion, that the Committee
rise, report progress and ask leave to §§t*;§aih, Mf.uépeékéi

returned to the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN(Young) : Mr.Speaker, the Committee of

the Whole Have considered the matters to them referred and
have directed me. to report HaVing passed bill 77 with
‘amendment and ask leave to sit agaip.

On motion, report received
and adopted.

On hotion, amendment read
a first time, bill No, 77 ordered read a third time now,
by leave. .

On motion, bill No. 77
read a third time_ordered passed and its title be as on the
Order Paper.
MR. SPEAKER: It being six o'clock I

leave the Chair until eight o'clock this evening.

et



VoL. 3

PREEIMIMNARY
UNEDITED

TRANSCRIPT

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
FOR THE PERIOD:
3:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

TUESDAY,  JULY 4, 1978

1n8



July 4, 1978 Tape 5084 (Night) - PK - 1

The House resumed.at 8:00 P.M.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair. l
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
' On motion that the House resolve itself into -
a Committee of the Whole, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. ’
COMMITTEE OF THE _WHOLE

MR. CHAIRMAN: ~~ Order, please!
MR. PECKFORD: -  Motion 8, 8111 No. 56.
_ A bi1l, "An Act To Authorize The Raising Of Money
By Way Of A Loan By The Province." (Bill No. 56).
Shall the Resolution carry?
The hon. Minister. : .

MR. A. 8: PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, this is the Act to authorize

the capital borrowings of the Province for this fiscal year. 1

have not got before me, because the hon. Minister of Finance is not

present in his seat tonight because of other obiigations-he had -

MR. NEARY: How much money are we talking about?

MR. PECKFORD: We are talking about $150 million this year,

which is down somewhat from our normal capfta] borrowings. OQur total

capital borrowings for this year amount to around-$190 million, a;d

we are talking about borrowing requirements already in the.works of about

$50 million, so that we looking at a balance that is required of $140

million. And given the business of the flexibility of the market.and when

to go we are asking ‘the House for an additional $10 million to give us

some flexibility there which gives us the $150 million asked for in the’

BiT1. | ’
Of course, .l suppose, Mr. Chairman, we-could all go

into.a>great, Tong dissertation for the need for additional capital

expenditures in the Province. I mean, one does not have to reflect very

long to think about requirements, as I look to my left, Mr. Chairman,

for the Grand Falls Hospital, from the Health Department‘point of

view the dire need for an expansion to that facility. Or if I look to

my right T can see the hon. Minister of Social Services, the member

for Trinity'North kMr.'Brett) in the Clarenville area, and the need for

additional - or not additional, for some hospital construction in that

12222
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Mr. Peckford: area. And in the Port aux Basques area which
my friend across the way, the hon. the member for-LaPoile (Mr. Neary)
knows abouf, there is a great need for improvemenfS'to health
facilities there. And we can go on and on, I suppose, on tﬁe
health side or:-the educational side. There has been this past
number of days a‘numbgr_of petitions brought into the House as it
re]afes to - I know it is on current account, .but asrit relates to
education which involves capital account, and additional schools
that are needéd around the Province, the additional facilities needed
at the University, the.on-going highway's programme, transportation
and communications, and so on it goes. The water and sewer on the
Municipal Financing Cérporation which each yéar borrows anywhere
from $15.million to $25 miliion for cépital improvement, and not
only capital improveménts, but capital money for starts to water
and sewer -systems where fhey do not now exist. |

When one think that in the Budget this year,
Mr. Chairman, we Have somewhere around $11 million or $12 million for
subsidies to municipalities for existing water and sewer systems,:
one realizes the great burden that this business of on-going water
and sewer installations much have on the current account as it relates
to sqbsidies and on the capital account it continued to borrow at a-

high rate
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MR. PECKFORD: ) rate to ensure new facilities.

Tie hon. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White) no doubtsfor example ,
in his district can mention quite a few-areas that need, from

a health point of view,wafg; and -sewer facilities. Embree
-comes to mind immediately from my previous days in Municipal . -

Affairs and Housing.

MR. WHITE: - Campbellton and Birchy Bay. ' -
MR. PECKFORD: . And Campbellton and Birchy Bay and so on

it goes. Agd I can in my own constituency mention several communities
-that have no water and sewer facilities,and so on we can go with

it. So whdt we are trying to do this year, Mr. Chairman, is to

cut to a minimum,not only as related to operational or maintenance
or‘cur?ent account in the Province but also to keep at a reasonable
level the capital account because whoever is here five or six

or ten or fifteen years from now are going to have to live with
the capital.borrowings of other governments, whé:her it is the same
parties or not, other governments.previously, and their maiﬂ;enance

or their current éccount_estimates,or the current account part

of their budget is going to be going up at a tremendous rate. I guess
that the ta?e of borrowing over the last six years, since 1972
for this administration has amounted to on the average for

the Municipal Financing Corporation alone some $20 million

per year. It averaged out around $20 million per
yeér over the last six-years, since 1972 to 1978,

on capital boféawings for water and sewer systeﬁé.

And that does not go verv far when you are taking a look at
Conception Bay South,for exampie; vou cannot even make a dent in
putting water ana sewer facilities into Concevtion Bay'South unless =
vou spend $2 million or $3 million a vear. You are taking a good
chunk of vour budget just in one.particular area of the Province.
So when vou look at those kind of expenditures over the long term

now, the current account is really going to suffer. So when vou look .

12224
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MR. PECKFORD: ’ ) at those kinds of exéenditures on
education,which are high from a current point of view and must
continue to be high from a capital point of view if you are going
to continue to build thevlibrary~at the university,for example,
which we talked about this afternoon to some degree as it related
to the Queen's visit and laving the cormerstone for it, if you
talk about ~which is going to continue to be én the education
side - new schools: I suppose we all had
a sort of an erroneous 1ﬁpression five years ago that one day we
could saere have all the schools in céﬁtral locations, we have
all thgt done and we can go a few years before we can need to'have
the kind of capital expenditure on education:, |
but I do mot know if that is true any more. I think with education
changing as it isqwe never will. There is going to be'a fairly
high level of capital expenditure on education that is géing to alwaye
§e needed.

Hospitals; Eyen though we have been in
Confederation since 1949, even though we have the Health Sciences
Complex, even though we have fairly central hospitala around the
Province and referral centres there is a need now, as petitions
indicate, as the Opposition has indicated, as many members on this
;ide have indicated, ds the people of the Province indicate, we need
major capital expendiéures over the next five to ten years on
hospital constrﬁction, hospigal expansion that are going to demqﬁd

higher levels of capital borrowings.

MR. NEARY: The Premier is going to shut .everything down -

The Health Sciences Complex, there is the medical school, everything.
'MR. PECKFORD: So, Mr. Chairman, y0uvknow when one looks
- at $150 million and when you seevic broken down in the way -

MR. NEARY: ' I heard the hon. gentleman fhis

morning saying -

MR. PECKFORD: - Mr. Chairman, I am trying to speak

and the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) is impeding that process.
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MR.. CﬁAIRMAN: , . Order, please! The hon, minister wishes
to be heard in silence; .

MR. PECKFORD: So, Mr, Chairman, what I am saying

is we ﬂave capital borrowings or capital requirements in thisv
fiscal year of $190 million. We have already borrowed for

'78—'7§ a Euro-US issue of $50 million; so that the balance .
requiredvis around $140 million. ‘And thenyif you allow flexibility
vfor taking advantage of favourable market ppportunities,we are
putting in a $10 million proviso.there, giving us a loan act

limit of $150 million. We think this is needed in this fiscal

year and we would like to see the hen. Housé pass this kind of

bill now.
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. QR. B. PECKFORD: And as I say in way'of justification — not
only in justificatioﬁ;-bﬁt one could vefy easily get into a fairly wide-
ranging debate about reasons why the $15075houid be $180,0r reasons
why the $iSO should be $200,0r reasons why the $200 should be $250

" and there 1s no ceiling, Mr. Chaifman, on that. None. Every
hon. member can put fairly high demands,in a reasonable; sensible
wayy upon the capital borrowihgs of the Province as it relates to
Qater and sewer, as it relates to education, as it relates to health
requirements, as it relates to transportation and communication and
other areas where capital borrowing are going to be needed’but these
are surely the more high profile, high visibie ones which relata to
hon. members present and which relate to demands that rural parts
of the Province as well as urban parts of the Province ;ould want to put
on our capital borrowings. N°tw1thstanding, given all those importang
areas, albeit we get from Ottawa a fair amounf of moﬁey as it relates
to ninety - ten programmes, seventy-fiwve - twenty~five programmes, fifty -
fifey programmes,1fans—Canada,we still have to come up with our 10
per cent or we still have to come up with our 25 per cent or we still
have to come up with our 50 per cent. So when:you add that in there
as well that does take some @f the sting out of $150 million pretty easily
-and leaves.very little for the other programmes that I just mentiomned.

So when one looks at all of that.you cannot have it both ways, Mr.

Chairman, I guess is what i am sayingiis that on the one hand you cannot
totally.demand everything and at the same time ask the government to be
fiscally responsible in its operations in the bodd market, in its operatioms

in the marketplace. So given those comments, Mr. Chairman, and indicating
that this $150 million is not in any way a large figure.as it relates to

1978 dollars, as it relates to the ongoing demands that various constituenctes,

various areas of the Province put upon the Public Treasury, as it relates

to capital borrowings,
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MR. B. PECKFORD: we yould like to see this $150 million bill
go through. We recognizeyas will the Opposition rightly point out,that
there m-‘e.cleuumds here, there are demands there, there a® Jemands somewhere
else, There 3na'even,1 supposesareas where the Opposition would like to
think there is somé waiteron thé ¢apital side.but in the overall,on

chg $150 million,most of the money~is' going reasonably into highway

construction, municipal affairs construction, #nto education construction,

cand into major hosgital °°“Stmc’:i°p‘_£ven. though this year we have reduced it o
lot from what it has been in other years we have finished the Twillingate

Hospital, we have finished the Carbonear Hospital, we have finished extensio.n to

the Waterford Hospital-— we. are in the process of completing major extensions
to the Corner Brook area and their hospital,and now in the ecoming years

we wil‘l have to look at finishing other expansions i.n Grand Falis, new
construction in Clarenville, on the Burin Peninsula, in

Bonavista Channel-Port aux Basques; in Placentia,there is major need

of health improvements there. So one can easily look and say that we could
have $250 million, one can easily look and argué about how we are

spending the $150 million,but I think we can stand fairly proud

on how we are spending the $150 million this year. On all fronts we

are trying to be reasonable asvit relates to the Trans~Canada Highway
agreement, 'as it relates to Provincial roads agreements, as ic relates

to Municipal Affairs capital projects where they are needed, where a
capital works programme is really needed from a health point of view,

an environment point of view; we are trying to be reasonable and to

ensure that that is being done.

So,ltr. éhaiman,l would sit down and on behalf
of the Minister of Finance introduce Bill 56,"An Act To Authorize The
Raising Of Money By Way Of Loan Ry The Province:'

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR._W.N. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, for the second time

in about two or three days we miss: the Minister of Finance and_ the
Government House Leader. We missed him, S‘ir, last week because in, his

absénce the Acting House Leader put the House in a shamble aﬂd allowed

a bill to be defeated'by the
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MR. W. ROWE: : ' Opposition. And ﬁow, Sir,

I just heard what has to be characterized as one of the
weakest introductions of a money bill - and an important -
‘money bill, $150 million worth of borrowing by this

Province in this year - one of the weakest introductions,

Sir, of a loan bill that I have ever heard in my life.

We do not know what the money is going to be spent on;

we do not know the government's philosophy or rationale -
or fiscal or financial management policy; we do‘not know
how Fhe government is going to_g§ about raising the money,
whether there have been any changes in -policy about raising
the money. We heard the’hon. the member for St. John's

East wax eloquent some weeks ago when he talked about the
Euro—dbilat loans ~ well,the German mark loans I guess they
were he was worried about.at that time™ and the upward
revaluation of the mark which has caused us to lose untold
millions of dollars, as he said, based on so-called expert
advice. We have heard nothing about theée magﬁers of great
moment and great importance to the people of this Province
and to this House of Assembly. Very weak, Sir. It 1is too
bad the Minister of Finance w;s not here to introduce this
bill. We know why he is not here: 'He is célebrating his
twenty-fifth weddiné anniversary, and I wanted to mention

on behalf of the members on this side of the Houée,_we would
like to offer to him our .great, sincere congratulations on
this occasion. It is a happy occasion for him -~ I hope and
I trust it is. It usually is, twenty-five years. And so

we offer him our congratulations. But, Sir, we miss him
sorely. We miss him as much as his wife would have missed
him had he had to spend the twenty~-fifth anniversary here

in this House. But we do miss him, Sir, because T am sure -
we would have got more of an explanation, more fact, more

data, more philosophy of this government- if indeed a

philosophy exists - more idea as to the fiscal and financial
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MR, W. ROWE: ' management policies of the
government and where they are going to raise the money;

what the money is going to be spent on. But, Sir, we have not
had any answers on that whatsoevér.

This amount of $150 million
represents basically - n;t entirely - but basically represents
this government's capital construction programme for this
year; that isythe money that this government will spend on
cabital construction. There will be'ocher mone} spent,
of'course. DREE, other departments of the Government of
Canada béch directly énd indirectly will be spending money
on capital works and construction of various sorts in the
Provinée, but this is the provincial government's
contribution basicall; to thg construction programme for this
year. And, Sir, we have reached the point in the sad financilal
history Qf this Province ~ sad recent financial history of
the past six or seven years - where you canlook at a'figure
like $150 million and say in the one breath, Sir, that the
figure is both pathetically small and insignificant and at
the'same time, much too large; pathetically small, Sir,
because the needs and demands of the people of this Province
are so great, and this is not going to be a drop in thé bucket
when 1t comes to meeting those needs~ water and sewer systems,
roads,y upgrading of roads, paved highways, recreation
facilities of all kinds, hospiial construction, bublic
se;vices of every description, Sir, And this is not going 'O be
a drop in the bucket. It is a pathetically small amount of
money for the provincial government t§ be spending.on a
construction programme, a capital works programme. Yet,

Sir, any responsible individual in the Province also has to
characterize the amount of $150 million'as too large an
amount of money for this government'to be borrowing and
spending. And to see that this is ﬂb paradox or mo

contradiction, Sir, all you have to do is to look at the
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MR, W. ROWE: debt. that we are saddled with

in the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador. Look at the

Budget, Sir,'and you see a debtydirect and indirectyof ' -
§2% billion - $2,500 million that this government, this
Province and every individual in the Province now owes on

the financial markets of the world -
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Mr. W. N. ROME: : §2,500 million.  And when you realize, Sir, that

it is.going to be an-addifional $150 million or more added

to it this yeargyou realize that this administration has got this Province
squarely on the path to what has been describgd for the last six or seven

years, the path to bankruptcy.Twenty-five hundred million dollars owed by
this Province and. another $150 mj11ion added to it this year.

MR. J. NOLAN: It went bankrupt in 1969-1970.

MR. W. N. ROWE: In 1977, Sir,‘when this adminisfration came into

office,we were described as being bankrupt or on the brink qf_bankruptcy

when $§00 million was owed by the Government of Newfoundland and4Labrador'-v

MR. J. NOLAN: , After twenty-three years.

“MR. W. N. ROWE: - after twenty-three years in office, from 1949 to
the gnd of 1977, This administration came in on January 18 of 1972, and

Vthere was $900 million owed directly and indirectly after twenty-three years
in office, and after this Province had made the greatest leap forward in
public services in that twenty-three years., a greater leap forward,I should
say, than it had made in public services thén it had made in the 450 years
of preceeding history. Twenty-three years of government under the former
administration of Mr. Smallwood, $900 million of public debt; Too much
perhaps, but there was something to show for it. And six years later,

Mr. Chairman -

""MR. NEARY: That is the truth.

"MR. ‘W. N. ROWE: -.six years later we find that the public debt of this
'Provfnce has qone up one and.a half times in six short years, and you look
around, and what is there to‘show for it; Mr. Chairman? What is there to
show for $1,500,000,000, $1,500 million increése in the public debt over

six short years?

"MR. NEARY: " They have a couple of holes on either side of the
Straits.
MR. W. N. ROMWE: That is right.

We can Took at three projects,'three'bri]]iant projects
which account for a half a million dollars-or half a billion,rather, $500,000,000 -

we can look at three projects, brilliant projects, Mr. Chairman, brilliant in
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Mr. W. N. Rowe: concept, brilliant in execution, What are they? First
of all we have the BRINCO, the famous BRINCO ;akeover; which even the member
for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) district.in an unguarded moment described as

being stupid,. He used a different language; I will not use the
Tanguage because it might be unparl%amentary, but at least it was a stupid
move to spend a couple of hundred mi]lioh‘dol1ars or thereabouts, -

MR. PECKFORD: - $160 million. ;

MR. W. N. ROWE: . $160 million. How much is that now?

- _ How much is that noQ with the interest capitalized
at this moment in time?

MR. PECKFORD: $160 million. )

"MR. W. N. ROWE: It is about $200 million at this moment, Sir,

and we are talking about this moment I trust, that every person in this
Province owes collectively for this particular species of lunacy perpetrated

by this ‘government -

"MR. NEARY: A shame. .
"'MR. W. N. ROWE: - $200 mf]lion, knock dff $40 million, call it

© $160 million or $170 million. And what have we got to show for it?
No more to show for that, Mr. Chairman, than if that same amount of money
had been taken by the Premier of this Province, and if he had gone out

on the Normda and Gladys to the:middle of the Atlantic Ocean and tbfn it

up into shreds and thrown it overboards. As far as gnyhne alive today-is
concernedor for the succeeding two or three generations,I would submit,
nothing, Sir, except some bullheaded notion thatrwas considered -to be
perhaps politically beneficé] to the-government at the tiﬁe, some bullheaded
stubborn-notion, I.am even prepared to lay the great portion of the blame

on the former Minister of Mines.and Energy, the present member for

St. John's West,I would consider him to have been the main thrust in this

but- the government here went along with it.
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MR. W. N. ROME: The federal member for St. John's West, correct,

Although he is going to have his hands full this time.
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MR. W. ROVWE: . He méy in fact be back here puliing

‘off some more cute little stunts; $200 million because he

thinks it is the bright and clever thing to do. "We will

show Mulholland,' he says, "coming down here with leases

that we do not want to sign or dq not want tolive with. We will
show him. We will show him. We will lash out $200‘million of public
money." Which has peant that people, particularly in the more

rural areas of this Provinceshave had to go without untold numbers

of - public sérvices as a result of that ex;;avagan?a, expenditure

of money for no good purpose whatsoever. ~ Now if the goverﬁment

nad used the money in some way or other to take over or regain

the value to this ProQince of evenh haif the value of the

Upper ghurchill power, 1f they had used the money in some way

or other to perhaps help to pay off the debt still due as a result

of the Upper Churchill development and got more money elsewhere

and had looked after the bond holders and then had remegotiated under
threat of pulling the switch, had renegotiated a return éf a large
portion of thelvalue of the Upper -Churchill power to this Provincey

that might have made some sense, Mr. Chairman. That might have made
sense if we had gotten $400 million or $500 millién a year of additional
value to this Province from the Upper Chﬁtchill development. That
would have made a lot of sense. But what in fact the government proceeded
to do was to take over Brinco's assets in Labrador, then to
institute a court caseywhich my grandchildren may see the end of

and they.may not. That, Mr. Speaker, is not the way to handle

the problem. Certainly we know that $200 million or thereabouts

has been rendered useless, of borrowing power, of increase to the
capital dept of this Provincey$200 million and we are suffering

today - the people of Grand Falls are suffering, the people of

LaPoile district are suffering, the people of Trinity North ére
suffering, the people of the Burin Peninsula are suffering = because
thgy cannot have theéir much needed medical services, And they cpuld have
had it, Mr. Chairman, if it had not been for this brand of idiotic

act on the part of this administration with regard to the Upper Churchill
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MR, W. ROWE:
éower-or rather,with regard to

the Brinco assets;

What .else did they do, Sir? Well, Sir,
a week or so before a general election in 1975 we saw the Premier
and some of his minions on the other side set off a few fire
crackers ' on the Newfoundland side of the Straits of Belle Isle
and on the Labrador side of the Strait$ of Belle Isle. .What
was that all in aid of? Well, Sir, we were going to have
a tunnel across the.StraiCS,you will recall, and the Lower
Churchill development was going ahead and tens of thousands
of Newfoﬁndlanders and Labradorians, Sir, were deceived,’
misled. i wouid not go so far as to say all Newfoundland,
because some Newfoundlanders and Labradorians had already
cottoned on to the wilely, cute and cunning practices of this
administration. But tems of thousands of Newfoundlanders were
misled and deceived on the eve of a general.election into
thinking that the Lower Churchill development waé going to go
ahead. And right after the election, Sir, all semblance of work
ceaseﬁ.But the only problem, Sir, you would not mind a little bit
of political trickery every now and then, you know, I suppose somé
people might even get a kick out of political gamesﬂanship, they might
even get a good laugh out of 1it, oneupmanship, gamesmanship, political
trickery, chicanery of a low order, some people might get a kick '
out of that kind of thing, That would have been all right,
Mr. Chairman, if it had not been for the fact that in the process
of wilfully giving the wrong impression to the people of Newfoundland
and Labrador, the government had not spent and wasted $110 million
of public ﬁoney, $110 million, not counting the capitalization of

that interest over the next number of years .
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MR. W. N. ROWE: And we know where : -

Newfoundland and Labrador stands'on the issue. We know that. We -

know that if the Lower Churchill does not go ahead by some’

date in 1979, I do not have the exact daté in front of me here now; we

know if that project, the Lower Churchill does not go ahead within a

nuﬁber of months from now, Mr. Chairman, then Newfoundland and Labrador

Hy&ro will have the debt of $70 million or $78 million-whatever it is, ' N

around that figurq-~forgiven..1t will no longer be a liability of Newfoundland

and Labrador Hydro, it will bé a continuing Tiability of this government,

and it will mean that the people of Newfoundland and Labrador will once .

more have had $100 mi1lioq;'with the interest added and so on, $110 million

as of now I would submit, Siﬁ~{aimi11stone of a further $110 million ) -

slung about their necks, and that will prevent them , Sir, from ever .

havingyin some cases,communities in this Province, from ever having

decent public services as a result of that low form of deception-of

the Newfoundland people for purely political purposes, Sir, and no other.

purpose. And if Your Honour, or any ' gther member opposite in this government,

can persuade'me‘or-give me data or facts to convince me that there was

another purpose, a purpose that was in the inferest of the people or for

the general good, Sir, I will be willing to listen. But I have been listening

now during this whole session, this session of the House, and prior to

this session outside, Tistening to reports by and comments by the ministry

and; Sir, nobody in the administration has ever given the least inkling .

or clue to the public of this Province that $710 million on the Lower

Churchill political deception was ever for ahything else than to win the

1975 election. Now, Sir, that is an expensive election.. Talk about

an Elections Act or an-Election Expenseé Act, Mr. Chairman. That must

be the most expensive election ever won in the history of the world anywhere,

The President of the United States would not spend that kind of money trying :

to get elected. or re-elected.
‘ So that accounts for some $300 million of the =

$1,500,000, 000 which has been spent or squandered by this administration

in six short years. We also have, of course, the sad tale, the oft told
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Mr. W, N: Rowe: . tale but nevertheless the sad and tragic tale
of Labrador Linerboard overin Stephenvi]]é;, now closed down. We all
remember what was said about that before the 1975 election. The
government would never close it down, the government would makg sure
.they would keep it opened. How maﬁy times did my hon. friends hear that
during fhe 1975 election campaign? Commitments made left,right, and
centre-that the:Linerboard mill would never close down, it would be kept
" open. |

And then, Sir, after ;omefiZOO million has been
spent on trying to keep the Linerboard mill openyeither by outright
purchase or subsidy to the Lihérboard mill, the mill's operation,which
has subsequently been capitalized again, the government closes if down.
Now,. Sir, I would disputé the'peed for this government ever to have laid.
out a cent with regard to the Labrador Linerboard mill. But, of course,
again we had the big thing that was going to be done right after the 1972
election, Inthey came full of{the arrogance which,as Tow as they have
sunk in public esteem over the past si* years, Sir, they still have; they still have"
arrogance, that is ail theyha@é- They had big ideas too “back in 1972.

MR._NOLAN: They were going to redistribute the timber Timits all over the Pfovince7
MR. W. N. ROWE: That is right. = Oh, yes they were going to redistribute

the timber lands, they were going to make this a viable operation.‘ They
whipped it back from a.mén whose name has been bandied about a lot in this
House, whipped it back from him, and decided to run it as.a Crown corporation,

" another example
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MR. W. ROWE: of‘a low order of moronic
behavioﬁr by any administration, a Crown co?poration.
And they pumped $200 million,or $250 million probably
by this time - it is hard to get figures from the
ministers involved - into CEat operation when I would
say, Sir, that if the government at that time, in 1972,

if the mill was in financial difficulties, had allowed 1t to

go into receivership and bankruptcy - as; by the way, the
predecessors of the Bowater mill 4in Corner. Brook did on two
occasions if my knowledge of the history of that mill serves me
correctly, on two occasions beéore Bowaters took it over
and turned it into a viable operation- if the government

of the day, Sir, 1nsfeaa'of having the arrogance and

these big highfalutin notions about what they were going

to do, instead of whipping it back and pumping $200

million or $250'million of public money into it had let

it go and let somebody else come in of the calibre of
Bowaters - I am'not saying necessarily Bowaters;' "the

calibre of Bowaters - come into it, take it over from

~ the Receiver in Bankruptcy and operate the mill, either

operate 1t as a Linerboard mill or convert

it into another typé of paper operation

altogether, that would have been a sensible thing to

do, Sir, But nol This government would not 'do -that;

they were goiné to do the big thing. They were going

to show how brilliant they are and how bold and courageous
they are wigh another 3200 million of the money of the
hard p;essed taxpayers and Consumers of this_Province.
Ckay, Sir, assuming that what they did at. the béginning
was wrong, let us loo% at the subsequent history of the
Linerboard mill. After running 1t for a few years, the
government in its usual typical timid fashion as 1t has become
lately, timid and lacking in ideas,‘lacking in courage

and tired and worn out and intellectually bankrupt and
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MR. wf ROWE: ' shell shocked and spending

all of its time frying to cling on to the shreds of power
remaining to it’ Mr. Chairman, what do they do? They
cave in under the gressurg of the gnomes and moﬁeychangers
of Wall Street who tell them, 'Close down the Linerboard
mill. If you do not close down the Linerboard mill you
risk losing a notch on your credit rating.' So in they
run, all the ministers) IR they run, the faithful miniods
of these gnomes and moneychangérs of Wall Streety in they
rua, Sir, and put the golden padlock on it, ;s my hon.
friend has so aptly coined the actions of this government.
MR. NEARY: The silver spade has been replaced

with the golden padlock.

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right.

MR. W. ROWE: Slap cﬁe golden padlock on the
Linerboard mill, They cave in under that kind of pressure.
And what is happening now? Well, first of all, Sir,from the
information that we have _and. my hon. friends the memﬁers
for Stephenville district (Mr. McNeil) and Port au Port
district.(Mr. Hodder) and St. George's district (Mrs.McIsaac)
might have a word to say onl:his as well - I understand that
the closedown costs to date are at least as much and probébly
more of a cost to this government than if the mill had been
kept operating. I am prepared to believe that and accept 1it.
I do not know because I have‘not seen an audited balance
sheet or finéncial statement by this government.

MR. HODDER: ' The member for Stephenville has
had a question on the Order Paper about some costs which

has not been answered.

MR. W. ROWE: Has been?
MR. HODDER: Has not.
MR. W. ROWE: ' Has not been. No, that 1is right

because I -

MR. HODDER: ' No answer.
MR. W. ROWE: . He briefs me two or three times
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MR. W. ROWE: a week on what is going on.
with the Linerboard mill, and so far we have no hard
factual data concerning the actual closedown costs of
the mill,Bﬁt my understanding from knowledgeable and
informed sources is thatlthe shutdown costs are more
than if they had let the mill remain open. And I
"understand as‘well-that the market for linerboard has
ircreased og been a little better than it was at the
time of the shutdown. As a matter of fact, the informed
opinion tha; I have is Ehat'the shutdown toék place at
what was an all-time lowvbelow which you cou;d never
expect to go. Below this particular iow; no informed
opinion would say that the market for linerboard would
ever go below that. So what they have done, Mr.Chairman,.
is caved in to the pressure, closed it out at the worst
possible time, and the closedown costs have been at least
as much and probably more than if tﬁe mill had been kept
in 6peration. .

.Now, Sir, what happens? Even-

with the mill in mothballs
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MR. W. ROWE: and closed down, there appears to
be a considerable amount of interest by reputable and viablé . -
paper companies in either purchasing or making an arrangement
with the govérnmenc for the operation of that mill, Even in
its moth balled state, And I understand, Sir, that contrary to
what the Minister of Transportation,who is the Chairman of the
Crown Corporation, coqtrary to thé impression he gives,which is i ) -
a veiy gloqmy and pessimistic picture, I would much rather go along
with, and I believe correctly so, the impression giver by the Premier
today,for example, where he talks in terms of something,good happening
very siortly and I am sure that that is true. Word is all over the
Province, again from informed peooie and people who  may have some
fairly reputable or fairly good knowledge about vhat is. going
on, _that the mill is likely to be sold or an-arrangement
made with a reputable company, whose name I will not use: in case
I am wrong on that point, but it i{s a well known company, that there
is going to be a sale or an arrangement entered into &  vyear or so
after the closedown takes place.

Now, Mr. Chairman, what kind of a government
would take that kind of a precipitate, rash,headlong action! What
kind of a government would take this kind of a rash action, Mr. Chairman,
when anyone with any reasonable foresight whatsoever would have
thought that,within a year or sn or within a couple of years with
a going concern we would prébably have a good opportunity to sell the
mill? But instead the gerrnment closes down the mill, puts it at
its worst —that i{s from an attractiveness point of view to a prospeétivq
buyer-—disfupts hu#dréds of families, hundreds of families, thousands
of families disrupted, property values plummeting, businesses- going ' .
down the drain left, right and centrej psychological torture of the
wo;st order perpetrated by this govetnmént on helpless individuals
in the Stephenvillé and general Bay St. George area as a result of this
madness, and h\Labrgdov_che Goose Bay ~ Happy Valley area as

a result of this

12242



July 4, 1978 . Tape No. 5092 N - 2

MR. W, ROWE: madness on the part of this present .
administration.
And by the way, Mr. Chairman, somebody

should institute some sorf of an investigation as to how the

principal pf a holding company  very closely related to the party -
which forms- this administration, why, Sir, that particular holding - .
‘company is over .in the Stephenville area busily buying uf property ’ -
" at bargain basement rates? Now what does that mean? -

Now, Sir, you kiow,one becomes tired

and it becomes tiresome and tedious, constantly questioning

what is going on by this government and people closely associated with

this govermment and the party represented by it, becomes'ﬁedious

and tiresome. Sure you could flipg $1 million or a multi million

scandal on the table tomorrow and the people of Newfoundland are so

shellshocked by the brazen effrontery of this government regarding

similar activities that they would not even notice it. So it is

becoming tiresome and'tedious, but ¢he question has to be asked

nevertheless and that is why anybody closely related to the party

forming: this administration, is over buying up property in the Stephenville

"area., It has all the appearances of jackalism. It has all the appearances.

'There was a company mentioned by -

MR. NEARY: Régency Holdings.
MR. W. ROWE: - Regency Holdings.

ANTHON. MEMBER:

Who is Regency Moldings?

MR. NEARY: . Your former bag man.
MR. W, ROWE: Go down and look at the share list,
MR. F. ROWE: : Go down to the Registry of Deeds and

MR. NEARY: Your former bag man. B
MR. W. ROWE: Go down and look at the share list. _
MR. PECKFORD: : You do not mind making a hint

but you would not tell me who 1t is.
MYR. W. ROWE: It has already been stated publicly
a hundred times.

MR. NEARY: I will tell you. Want another hint?
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MR. PECKFORD: No, I do not want a hint,

. MR, NEARY: He used to be very close to: the

Premier, Mr. Davidson's buddy.

MR. PECKFORD: ‘ Your buddy,too, 1in-that case.

MR. NEARY: .' No, the Premier's-buddy.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! ‘

MR. NEARY: He arrived.todgy. ThevPreQiervcould not

find him. He arrived today.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! The hon. Leader of the

Opposition has the floor.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! "I think members on

both gides are interrupting the hon. member.

MR. W. ROWE: ‘ Thank you, Sir, for your kind protection.

I am glad to see the Acting House Leader, the Minister of Mines and
Energy defending so well.

MR. PECKFORD: Offending.
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Mr. W. N. Rowe: - pefending so well and so ably and so wil]ihg]y activities -
MR. NEARY: Anofher clue: He used fo represent Bell Island

one time. | »

MR. W. N. ROWE: ° « activities, Mr. Chairman.

AN _HON. MEMBER: The hon. member is like a spruce budworm. .

‘MR._W. N. ROWE: Just 1{sten, Mr. Chairman.  What is WFongg? Is the

hon. gentleman getting sensitive?

SOME _HON. MEMBERS: ‘Oh, oh! ‘

MR. W. N. ROVE: Is he about to bungle tonight's activities as badly
as he did last Thursday's? ]

MR. PECKFORD: - Do not judge everyone -

‘MR W. N. ROWE: The first time, Mr. Chairman, in the history of

this House or any other House where a government.cou1d not get through

the House -
" SOME 'HON- ' MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
'MR;'W:lN; ROWE: - the major piece of legislation which it had staked

its existence on.Qne minister staked his whole political future on, and he
has since backtracked.

MR. NEARY: Now he does not know where to go. -

MR. w.'N. ROWE: A typical Tory commitmentsI might add,Now: he is
trying to get another portfolio so he can;scutt]é;that as well.

MR; NEARY: No future for him.

MR; w;‘N;'ROWE} He wants.to go down-in history like Sir Winston
Churchill who had the onerous responsibility of scuttling the French:fleet
so it would not fall into enemy hands; he wants to go down with the ,
great Sir Winston Churchill -as having scuttled lél dozen departments.

He has already scuttled .one. The Minister of Mines and Energy has

" . succeeded in scuttling the government.

" SOME_HON. MEMBERS: '~ Oh, oh:
MR#;W:.NL ROME: - _“'_Néﬁ, Mr{AChairman, $250 million of public
money down the drain wifh regard to the Labrador Linerboard; $200 million
of publii money down the drain or put away under a rock somewhere for

several generationsAbefore any good it will do in the Brinco takeover;
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Mr. W. N. Rowe: and $110 million at Teast of public money wilfully,
Sir, destroyed,taken out of pubtic use by this'administration with regard
to the Lower Churchill,the abortive, permature Lower Churchill set up-

or start up,rather back in 1975.a week or two -before a Prévincia] election,
and it is only now, Sir, that the governmeht has succeeded through the

good graces of Ottawa in entering into - what? a feasibility study to see
whether . the Lower Churchill developement is in fact feasible: $110

million, Sir, of public money down the drain at a time when there wére no

' markets,in-hand for the Lower Churchill development or any power that
might be produced; at a time, Sir, when no financing had been arranged

from any source whatﬁoever or committed or eQen agreed to of even
negotiated on, and; Sir, when no arvangement had been made with the
Province of Quebec with regard to the transmission of powér either to
Quebec itself or outside of Quebec to ﬁarkets eélsewhere. ~ No arrangements
on these three vita]_issues;anyfone of which.mr. Speaker, could have
destroyed and scuttled the going ahead of the Lower Churchill development.
Yet this government, with these ministers, Sir, ‘and with that minister over
there, the Minfster of Mines and Energx:“I do not know if he wa; then;

he probably was not, John Crosbie, I believe, was at<the time, or maybe -
Leo Barry, I am not sure. '

MR. F. ROWE: Crosbie.

*MR. W.N.ROWE: But the point is, Sir, that the money was wilfully
spent by this government. And now, Sir, there are hundreds of communities
that cannot have a water system or water and sewer system, roads cannot

be paved, hospitals cannot be built, and this government wonders - wonders,‘
'Sir:—why it has sunk to the lowest level of esteem that any governmgnt'
since 1906 has.sunk- in the History‘of this Province. - ‘Ybu do. not -have

to look very far.
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MR. H. N. ﬁONE: . Now, Sir, 1 unfortunately have to conclude my
few remarks at the. moment, I hope to be able to rejoin tAe debate

in a little while, and I hope that my colleagues here can ménfu]]y
carry on.  Perhaps we might- hear from someone on fhe‘other side.who -
may wish to speak. .

" SOME_HON. MEMBERS ;- By leave! By leave!

MR. w N ROWE:: ' " No, I have to Teave the House for a few m1nutes,

but I will come back again.

MRS. H. MCISAAC: Your time is not up yet, is it?

" MR, W. N. ROMWE: No. - But you can speak for an unlimited number
of times in Committee, so I am not Tosing anything by giving up now.

But, Mr. Chairman, I would like some minister on that
side of the House to get up and tell us what the money is going to be spent
on. ' Has a roads programme being tabled in- this
House yet? Has the Minister of Transportation. given anyone the courtesy.
or done anyone the courtesy of tabling 2 roads programme as to where the
money is going to be spent? '
Aﬂ.ﬂgﬂ__mgﬂﬁﬁﬂ No statement§ have been tabled yet. .
CMR. WL N. ROWE: No, Sir. I believe the Minister of Municipal

Affairs passed something around the House there one time to various members.

Has there been a full list, tabled?
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MR, J. NOLAN: The Minister of Municipal Affairs did

that Friday.

MR. W.N. ROWE: ’ He did. He passed one around.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
MR. W.N. ROWE: . But can some responsible minister om that side

of the House, Sir,‘some responsible minister: please stand up in-his place
‘and give the House the courtesy of Qhat.the $150 million of public

money is going to spent on.

MR. S. NEARY: They are going to billboards around the
countryside, the Department of Tourism, stick'up billboards everywhere.
MR. W.V.RbWE: The unmitigated gall, Sir, of a government

to come here and ask for a b3ank cheque, $150 millionyand not even do

the members of fhe'House the courtesy of what the money is going to ﬁe

spent on. And also, Sir, I hope the Preméerfie within hearing disgance -

MR. NOLAN: He is‘do;n in his offiee, plotting.

MR. WLN. ROWE: Plotting whgﬁzﬂ

MR.-S. NEAﬁY: ' Self preservation.

MR. WiN. ROWE: - Like Mission Im;ossible.ﬁe will destruct. But

Mr, Chairman, would the Premier kindly stard in his place at some time

tonight and indicate to the Houseyand through the House to the ‘public 4 -

whether =~

MR. B. COLLIVS: (Inaudible) under Smallwood.

MR. W.N. ROWE: Mr. Chairman,do you mind?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!

MR. W.N. ROWE: Especially that hon. minister, Sir, especially

that. Now, Sir, would the Premier kindly stand in his place in this hon.
House.;ﬁé tell us whether his government is going to close down the
Medical School or whether they are going to keep open the Medical School?

MR. S. NEARY: He-is taking his advice from Grand Falls.

MR, W;N. ROWE: ' Mr. Chairman, I hawe never in my life, Sir,

heard the like of it from a leader of a government where he can go §n

the public airways in a wishy-washy,indecisive way and raise doubts about.

the very existance of one of the most important institutions - whether it
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¥R. W.N. ROVE: v was a mistake is another question -
"but one of the most important institutions in this eity today, the
Medical School and the hospital associated therewith. Yow, Sir,
does not the Premier realize how. totally irresponsible it is for
him to go on the airwaves and to raise doubts about whether the
nedical ceﬂtte - the hospital, the Medicai School - whether it

is going to continue or not? Does. he not realize how totally
irresponsible it is? If he is goéing to-close it down then

let him close it down; if he is going torcontinue the thing

in opgration then let him continue it in operation, Sir, but do

not raise doubts about it. How many professors and teachers and

so on and so forth up at that Medicecal School now are at this véry
moment saying to themselves, '"Well, God! This is not going to last

very long. Better get out of here. Better move out of here.

MR. S. NEARY: End of contract!
MR. W.N. ROWE: : End of contract if something

comes along. If a teacher up there at the Medical School, Sir,
has a cheice now - he wants to stay here in St. John's, say, some
local person, some young, local,native person who is teaching

at the university, the hospital, the Medical School ig conftontgd
with an offer which, say, 1s equally attractive to the position
he now has at the Medical Schqol here, he would rather stay here,
but becaase of the gréve doubts that the Premier flips out -
over the airwaves he probably now says to .himself, "I am going
to get out of here. I am going while the going is good. I am

going to seize this opportuhiity while it is offering and -

MR. S. NEARY: Take my pension out of this crowd.
MR. W.N. ROWE: ) ~ get out of here. "That 1is the kind =

of doubts that the Premier is raising, speculéting in public about
whether the Medicdl School is going to be closed or-no;. Pure .
speculation! Not to mention the unseemliness of a leader of a
government continuing to give the impression of not being able to -
make up his mind from one day to the other.

defunct

MP. P. ROVE: i He is taking advice from a

Cabinet minister. '

12249



July 4, 1978 Tape 5094 (Night Session) M - 3

MR. W,.N. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, let the Premier stand up now
during this deBate,because we are tatking about the expenditure of
public muney—fér all I know maybe some of this money has to be spent
-on cleaning up some of the outstanding bills and:so on for the Health

Sciences Centren I do not know pecause the go§ernmenc .

MR..S. NEARY: : | Yes, very much so.

MR. W.N. ROWE: - Well,the government will not do us the
courtesy - .

MR. S. NEARY: Twency-fi&e fo thirty million dollars.

MR. W.N. ROWE: - of(giving us. a detailéd breakdown, But 14

would assume that the Health Scilences €entre will come in for a fair
. chumk of this and of course the Medical School is qloéely:ailied and
. ‘ I

associated with that.

'EB;ﬁ;?HEAEXL ‘Not withstanding that no tenders

were called, that there were extensions to contracts and all that sort of

thing.

MR. W.N. ROWE: : Yes, that is right,We will get into all of
that and I hope my hon. friend gets inte it during this debate.

MR. S. NEARY: - - Well, the Premier's buddy arrived today.

MR. W.N. ﬁOEE: : If he goes on the stand tomorrow we should
have a good clear idea as to what tranépited during thesdark ages

of -this government.

MR. S, NEARY: The man they could not find, you knéw.

MR. W.N., ROWE: But in -any event, Sir, I will now fesume

my seat and hopefully take up where I 1eft:‘.off at a later time during this
debate because, Sir, we intend to try to find out what the money is

being spent on, we intend to make some suggestions as. to where the

money should be spent, we intend
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MR. W. ROWE: to make sure that the people of
this Province are adequately informed as to where wastage has
tgken place,' where outright skulduggery may have gone on,.

as 1s now coming out in the Mahoney enquiry and elsewhere -

MR. NEARY: That is part of the conventional wisdom of this bunch
MR. W. ROWE: . - and that the people of this Province

have a clear idea as to the financial state of this Province -
$2,500,000,000 of public funds‘. And I would say that 1f you asked
any ten people on the street today, if you went outside, Sir, and
asked them where'$2,500,009,000 of public money has been spent,
Sir, not one of the ten, or not one-of the hundred or not one
of the thousand {f }6u asked them, would bé able to point to one
tenth of that v#lue and indicate whére it may be. Whereas, Sir,
the $900,000,000 which was spent by the previous administration,
much maligned,mind you,the $900,000,000, Sir, if anyone asked
where that $900,000,000 had been spent or committed during that
twenty-three years it would be, Sir, a matter of if you seek my
monument look around you. Because there it is. It is everywhere
in this Province. But, Sir, fot the last six years the appearance
has been one of wastage, spendthriftness, extravagance, outright
skulduggery and every form, Sir, of wastage of the public money.
Thank you, Mr; Chairman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. W. ROWE: What? Is he up again? You just spoke.

Give someone else a chance.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, that is the most stupid,

incompetent hon. member for @ Leader of the Opposition ever I teard
spgak‘ on a bill dealing with financial administration in the Province,
ever I .!xeard. Here is a member now who tells us, Mr. Chaiﬁnan, that
after he speaks, even though he does noﬁ take up his forty-five minutes,
‘ne_has_to go to something ‘more importapt:. Albeit now, Mr. Chairman,

he believes that this is the most important thing to come before the
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MR. PECKFORD: House for a long time, yeg‘he

can now stand, as he is right now, in the second door,

oﬁtlfrom_the House, and say that he has something more ' -~
important to do. Yet while he speaks here, Mr. Chairman, -
while he speaks here, Mr. Chairman -

MR. W. ROWE: What about the Premier?

MR. PECKFORD: I got him back in the House,

- Mr. Chairman! What do you know about that, Mr. Chairman.
He is sengitive.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) Order, please! A point‘of
oréér has been raised.

MR. W. ROWE: A point of order, Sir. I

thouéht I had informed the hon. minister in case he is

wondering -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) Order, please! .Order, please!

MR. W. ROWE: The point of order, Sir, is
that it so happens, Sir - you know, I would not have

mentioned this earlier -~ but it so happens I have my son
in the gallery who I now would like to get homevaﬁ a
reasonable hour. I brought him up here tonight to see

the debate.’

MR. PECKFORD: Fine. That is not a point

of order.

MR. W. ROWE: To see the hon. ﬁinister in
action, Sir.

MR. PECKFORD: . That is not a point of order.
MR. W. ROWE: : To see myself in action and,
Sir, he is'getting a good 1mpres§ion of members on the:
opposite side. But I promise, on my point .of order, Sir, -
I promise the hon. minister that I_shgll return and engage

him in further. debate on fhis.matter.
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MR. NEARY: . And I will tell you what he
said while you vere gone.
MR. PECKFORD: To that point of prder,

Mr. Chairman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ) Hear, hear!
MR. PECKFORD: . That 1is not a point of order.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition has on maﬁy occasions,
Mr. Chairman, used the same kind of tactics as it related
to the hén. the Premier when somebody inAthe‘gallery,
either his family or somebody else was ﬁhere, to try to
use those heart string, oratorical comments, to try to
persuade hon. gentlemen. It 4is not a point of order and
it is a very stupid thing for the hon. member to bring up.
MR, CHAIRMAN: ‘ Order, please! I feel it is
not a point of order but just a point of explanation.

I will ask the gentleman to please continue.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, one time before
I had wont to get Qp to debate in this hon. House as it
related to the hon. Leader of the Opposition and it had

to do -~ I think it was in the Address in Reﬁly or in the
Budget Spee;h, I am not sure which, Mr. Chairman - but,
Mr. Chairman, I got up at that time primarily to indicate
to this hon. House that the Leader of the Opposition, in
all he ha@ to say, did not mention at that time the
fishery. And while I listened tonight for the last thirty
.or forty minutes to the hon. Leader of the Opposition, he
again did not mention the fishery, neither did he mention
rural development, neither did he mention specifically
transportation and communications. His only wont,

Mr. Chairman, for the whole time he spoke was to try to
lay bare, as hon. gentlemen have done for the last couple
of years, the whole question of the Brinco takeover or of
the close&own of the Linerboard mill. These were the only

two issues.

122353



July 4, 1978 Tape No. 5095 NM - 4

MR. PECKFORD: " Now, Mr. Chai{rman, here is
the hon..gentieman. who went to Paris for ' a year to try .
to beef up on his political science»and still cannot find
a certain page in .the Budget Speech which details the
capital expenditures of fhe Province. Now, Mr. Chairman,
VI had no great desire when I introduced this bill, I had
né desire when 1 intrpduced this bill to lamely try to
point out to the Leader of the Opposition - I thought I ' -

would be laughed out of the House, Mr. Chairman -
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MR. PECKFORD:

to point out where in the Budget Speech was detailed the

capital borrowing and the capital expenditures of this - -
government, And I .find when I look at it, statement number

five, Summary of CapiCallAccount By Department, which the

hon. the Leader of the Opposition says the government will

not provide the people. of the Province with the details of

how they are going to spend this $150 million, Mr. Chairmaﬁ, . -
this is ridiculous,' says the Leader of the Opposition, ‘
‘they will not provide the details. They want the hon.
House to giﬁe the government a blank chéque as to how they
are going to spend this $150 million.' And I find,

Mr. Chairman, as of course I knew.and ali hon. gentlemen on
this side knew do, contrary to the views on the opposite side,
Consolidated Fund Services - what is that? - Gross Expenditure -
$1,300,700 ; Related Revenue,none, $1,300,700 the provincial
government; Finance $41,135,000,

giving the net expenditure for the Province of $37 million;
Education $24 million gross, $1 million Related, $22 million
provincial; Justice $3 million, no Related, all provincial;
Rehabilitation and Recreation $3.5 million, all of it just
about, exéept for $17,000 provincial; Health $13.385 million;
$4 million Related Revenue from Ottawa, $8 million left for
the Province; Mines and Energy $2.7 million, "$225,000

Related Revenue, $2.5 million provincial; Forestry and
Agriculture $6.7 million, $4,2 million Related, $2.5 million
provinciali Tourism $9.6 million, $6.7 miilion Related,

$2.8 Qilliog provincial; Fisheries $16.2 million total,

$4.5 million Related, which means federal,overall $12 million of

the $16 million, provincial; Industrial Development $2.5 .
million,$1.1 million federal,$l.4 million provincial;Rural
Development‘érosg, $3 million Related, $1.4 million ook
proQincial; Transportation ;nd Comnunications $68 million,

$38 mjllion federal, $29 million provincial; Public Works

and Serviées $1.6 million, $25,000 federal, $1.6 million
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MR. PECKFORD: provincial; Municipal Affairs

and Housing $38.4 million,_$14 million federal, $24 million
proVinciai;lconsumer Affairs and Environment $950,000,
$950,000 provincial. There are the details for the
departments. Now, Mr. Chairman, you céuld say, 'Yes, but
that 1s not good enough. - That is only detail as it

relates co>departmenc. That only tells me .where ché

$150 m{llion is going to be épenc as it relates to each
department.' Now I have the break-down from Finance, Justice,
Municipal Affairs, Rehabilitation and Recreation, Tourism,
Mines and Energf, Rural Development, Industrial pevelopmenc.
Now, Mr. Chairman, how do I get at the capital account of

the government as it relates to how those individual departments
are going to spend the money? And, Mr. Chairman, th;t is
part of the estimates. And what did we see in the estimates?
We saw an Opposition who wanted to just make tiny Brownie
political points as related to the estimates. They were
not willing to get down to the sub-heads of the department

to find out how the capital account or the current account
was going to be-spent in this fiscal year. Now if the hon.
gentlemen opposite are really serious on this loan bill of

$150 million -

MR. NEARY: We are.
MR. PECKFORD: - then the hon. gentlemen are being

totally inconsistent in their view as to how they should
oppose the governhent on this side, Because if they are
really serious now,they should have been serious when the
estimates were going through and to question the ministers
responsible for the various departments as to how the capital
funds were being spent. But théy did not see fit to do that.
Now, Mr. Chairmén, 1f the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition is serious in his charge that

the reason why water and sewer,0r water or Sewer or both, or

paved highways are not being done at the rate that we would
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MR, PECKFORD: like to see them done because of
the Brinco takeover, I stake my poiitical career, and
I am sure hon. geﬁtlemen here on this side will do
likewise, that we: did the right and proper thing in

taking over that”
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Mr. Peckford: A

corporation when we didx  Remember, Mr. Chairman, we not only took in

our own hands how we wi]f develop our resource. Remember, Mr. Chairman,

up until then somebody else -outside of this Province could decide

how they want it developed, our resaurces; And I will say as one

Newfoundlander that the government and this Legislature must always have

in its power the rﬁght’to-decide-how'it waqts to develop its-rqsources.

It must have the jurisdiction. Now I agree whole-heairtedly that \

private enterprise is the best vehicle to develop.' 1 d6 not question

that. But I do question that some corporation has the jurisdiction

and the power over a resource. That is totally and absolutely alien

to my way of thinking about developiné a region in this Province or a

region of a countr} or a country. And that is what we were up to

when we initiated the Brinco takeover:that we now have in our hands.
Re@_embgl'; Mr. Chairman,

we took back water rights that were in the hands of some private

corporation.

DR. KITCHEN: The Reids.

© MR._PECKFORD: To who?
DR. KITCHEN: Reid Newfoundland Limited.
MR;'PECKFOkDE Reid Newfoundland Limited. The hon. member for

St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) should read his history book again, and
determine who gave the Reids all 6f the power that they have in this
Province. It was a Liberal, capital "L", government that did that,
and it was a P.C. Government that is now trying to tax , for example,_'
that same group of people to ensure that any mineral potential that
exists on their. landg éet developed.

So when the Opposition ‘tries to use.-as.their tack for
not apprbving or opposing in some terms the whole auestion of the $150
million for fhis year, they better be very careful how they approagh it.
They are télking about $150 million essentially for things outside of
the Brinco takeover. .- They are opbosing additional paving on the
Baie Verte Peninsula, théy are opposing water and sewer systems all around

the Province, théy are opposing improved health facilities around the
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"Mr. Peckford: . Province. I mean,let us face it, they are opposing
DREE agreements that have been signed on whichlthe Province has to come
up with their shafe of the capital funds on additional mineral -development
in the Province, additional rural deVe1opmentAin the Province, additional
- tourist development:withfn the Province, which the Oppoéition has failed to
question the government aboﬁf as it related to the whole budgetary procedure‘
in the estimates.

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

‘ ng'ﬁtckFORD: 1 They were intent

on doing then what they should be doing now which wa; the general debate, -
the general Opposition - as it related to overall general policies that

the government has enqnciated. Now fs their time to do what they did

in the .estimates. In the estimate procedﬁre they should have gone subhead
by subhead and it is all detailed in every department, in every department
the capital account budget for residential construction in the Province.
Qp you mean to tell me, Mr. Chairman, fhat the Opposition are against
pay%ng Qidows their subsidy for rents in subsidized rental units throughout”
the Province, and poor people who want to Tive in decency in subsidized
rental units which we-continue as a government to support and to push

CMHC to give us additional agreements on? There are more subsidized
rentals again this year. . |

DR. KiTCHEN; . Buying homes from your buddies.

’ MR;'?ECKFORD: Mr. Cha%rman, the amount of roads that this
administration has paved in six years.wi1] far outclass the number .of

roads that the former Liberal administration paved in twelve.That the
number of schools. that we haQe built and the capital expenditures that

we have spent in six years far out-lasts or outclasses anything the

Liberal Administration did in twelve. A1mqst any capital expenditure,

Mr. Chairman, that the Opposition wants to méntion,we have" doubled it.

Yet at the same time as they say we are being fiscally irresponsible,

at the same time, Mr. Chairman, as they say that that we are being fiscally
irresponsible -

DR. KITCHEN: So you are.
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MR PECKFORD: : - then they say $150 million is not enough, and then
they try to point to a number of areas which amount to $100,000 or $200,000
or $300,000.

Now, Mr. Chairman,.I do not intend as
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MR. PECKFORD: one Aon. mémberlto let the Oppoésition

go unscothed as it relates to that. vThey can attack the administration
all they like but when it comes to the subétantial,ninety-five

- to ninety-eight per cent of the funds that are used on capital
expenditure, this_government has. been responsible and has paved

more’ roads, built more hospitals, built more Schoolsv—_

¥R. NEARY: - Go away.

MR, PECKFORD: - built more water and~sewer systems -~
"DR. KITCHEN: ‘ That is what the enquiries are .about,
MR. PECKFORD: - in six years than the great, so-called

great Liberal Administration did in twelve; that*gs_have been progressive,
that we have tried to put in the hands of invidualg, we haveAincreased ‘
the housing budgetsvéser fhe last six years,.ten times as much as

the former administration did. We have gone into subsidized rental

in a substantial way. Not in St, John's, not in Corner Brook, .

but in all the major regional centres in the Province. I think last yeér -

MR. NEARY: Thanks to CMHC.

MR. PECKFORD: ‘ And thanks to the proposals we put to CMHC,.
MR. NEARY: CMHC.

MR. PECKFORD: o I think even iﬁ Botwood and Bishop's

Falls area,for.example,we-hgve{gone into subsidized rental. We have
gone into it down in fishing communities, down on the Southern Shore
and Fermeuse area, in Marysﬁown we have gone into subsidized
rental areas.  And this is capital expenditure. that we have

been using to do that so that we have been heavily involved.

MR. NEARY: Thanks to the Government of Canada. -
MR. PECKFORD: ‘ And thanks because we happen to be a part

of Canada for sﬁme strange reason that the hon. member for LaPoile
(Mr. Neary) does.not understand.

MP. NEARY: "1 understand. I know where the money
comes from. |

MR. PECKFORD: We fully acknowledge what we get from
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MR. PECKFORD: Ottawa. 3But for the Leader of fhe
Oﬁposition to try to pretend that he can suddenly excuse away

or §uc away all the $150 million which he would like to do on the
Brinco takeover, or on thé Linerboard shutdown, Mr. Chairman,

the Linerboard shutdown,albeit_thevhon. Leader of the Opposition
can-get up and make statements on which he does not use facts
to:subStantiate that now we understand now - 'hindsiéhtl What a
beautiful thing; it is twent§-twenty évery time. You can say

now that Linerboard prices are / « everybody should have known
back a year and a half or two years ago and they are not that

high now, Mr. Chairman., They are not that high now. They’might

. be somewhat higher than the? were when we closed the Linerboard
mill down. They would have gé increase a lot, Mr. Chgifqgn, in order
to justify. And tﬁe Leader -of the‘Opposition is a strange bird,
Mr. Chairman, a real strange bird. He is the man- this is what

1 do not understand bgsically and fund#mentally about the Le;der of
the Opposition~- this is the man who advocated regionalization and
centralization because primarily from an economic point of view

the people‘that the Leader of'the Opposition had working kor him
when he was a minister in the former administration were pushing
very hard this whole ﬁuestion of centralization, not from a social
or psychological point  of view, sociological point of view, but
primarily from an economic point of view; How can - I saw the former
Premier when the Leader of the Opposition was minister - how can
this tiny little Province out in the Atlantic ever be able to
afford to put water and sewer and pavement and all the sérvices
that everybody not only wants ~ but should have this year, how can
they have it all in those areas? Now here is the same
hon.‘gentleman, Mr. Chairman, here is the same hon. gentleman

who advocatéd that policy which was based partly, I would say seventy-
five per cent on economics, now trying to knock, here is my point,

Mr. Chairman, now trying to knock an industry which was heavily‘subsidized
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MR. PECKFORD: by governmeﬁt, heavily subsidized

by government, vhen that government says, 'We want to see that
industry, we want to see ;hat thing work on its own, stand on its
own two feet. We-have put hundreds of millions of dollars into
it. We tried to bail out a bad situation that was created not

by us but by somebody else when they decided to put the '
Linerboard mill in Stephenville in the beginning. v And we tried,
number one, Mr, Chairman, we tried and number two we said

we falled. We tried,but government is no vehicle or agency to
develop; maintain an Industry like Labrador Linerboafdor a

paper mill or a mine or anything else. We are not capable of
dofng it. We just cannot do it and we have to use public funds
to do it and we subsidized it $30 ﬁillion and $40 million and
$50 million.a year until Qe were told, Mr. Chairman it was not

a silly, foolish
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Mr. Peckford:

decision as is impiied by the Leader of the Opposition. It was not

a foolish decisjon based on some whim, some political whim of mine or
somebody else on this side wﬁo was in the Cabinet to decide at the time,
It was based on experts in the field of marketing Tinerboard

in operating pulp and paper mills from around -the world.

MR. W. N. ROWE: Do not be foolish.
-DR. KITCHEN: Competitors are the ones who told'xgq_to_glqse_her down.
"MR. PECKFORD: ' That is who advised the government at the time

and it was on the basis of their advice that we did a very, very hard

thing to do.
" SOME-HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
"MR;;PECKFORD:Z ' And, Mr. Chairman, who over on this side? Nobody

nobody in Newfoundland in their right mind, from:a pélitical point.of

.view, will want to close down a major industry like Labrador Linerboard

mill. R
DR. KITCHEN: That is the whole point.
MR. W. N. ROWE: That is the point we: ‘

are trying to make -

" MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, -
" MR. w."ﬁf'EEGE}' - psychologically. you are all offAyour heads.
MR. PECKFORD: And there it is, Mr. Chairman, there it is.

There it is. . That tells us the whole story; The Leader of the Opposifjon
Jjust told the whole story. That is the whole point, Mr, Chairman,"they
are all off their heads,' and that is where the great disease, malignancy
has its core, Mr. Chairman, over there ‘where these hon. gentlemen will
when on their debate l1ike I am now making will try to make cheap,
sloppy, silly little political points across the House to try to undermine
a fairly valid point that an hon. gentleman is trying to make.. That is the
“ whole problem. -

So, Mr. Chairman, if the Leader of the Opposition wants

to read the BUdget‘Speech that was presented,a copy of which was delivered

to him just after the Speech was given, if he wants to read it and then make
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Mr. Peckford: his criticisms, and if the Leader of the Opposition
directs his- forces,which he does not have that much control over, I agree

because there are three or four leaders over there; -

MR. NEARY: What about last Thursday hight?
MR. PECKFORD: But if he did have some control over them why does

not the hon. Leader of the Opposition, why does he not instruct. some of
his lieutenants to go through the estimates that are hére in the Department
of Health, and tell them to question in estimates,where you have plenty 6f
time,what the government is doing with its capitalAexpenditures and what it
is not doing with its capital expenditures.

There is a section here, Mr. Chairman,
a page in the Budget Speech besides the one I have read out, which deals
with fisheries in particular because it is such an importahf part of
the economic 1ife of this Province, which delineates in clear terms

the amount of money tﬁat is being spent on fisheries and where it is being

spent.
""MR. F. 'ROME: $800 million from Ottawa.
MR. PECKFORD: A fantastic amount of money that is being spent

on fisheries on capital account this year to do the kinds of things that
hopefully the Opposition are fully in favour of.

AN HON. MEMBER: ' How mu;h provincial money {n the ficheries?

"Mﬁ; PECKFORD: - There i; a lot of provincial money in fisheries.

The hon. - look transportation development expenditures. In 1977-1978
Trans-Canada Highway $100,000; 1978—197§ $14 mi1lion; the Northern Peninsula
Highway $11 million last year; this year $13.2 million; last.year St.
John's Harbour arterial road $8 million, this year $12.5 million; Bonavista
Loop Road $5 million last yeér, $6.4 mi1lion this year, and on it goes,
Mr. Chairman; on it goes the kind of expenditures that we -are spending; -
risheries development that the Leade; of the Opposition failed to mention
‘in his great criticism of capital expenditures of $150 million; he would
not even get down, he could not lower himself, Mr. Chairman, 'to.get down

to talk about fisheries matters becéuse he "is a prince1ing, a corner-boy,
the hon. the Leader of the Opposition. He is a corner boy born and bred,

he does not understand rural Newfoundland. He tried to resettle it all.
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SOME HON. "MEMBERS: ' Oh, oh!

"MR. PECKFORD: ngera] development, multipurpose vessel construction,
fisheries loan fund, fishing gear supplements, marine facilities, fish
handling facilities, cold storage facilities, central port development,
research and development, inshore fishery enhancement, prdduct and market
development; fish processing .incentives, $25.1 million- capital
expenditures in this year.’ Between transportation and communications\

I have just hand]e¢.$30 million to $90 million of the $150 million

that the hon. House hopefully wi11 approve for this government to spend

on projects this year in two major areas. of development, . transportation, -
which is a great enhancement to economic development,and fishery development,
‘ which in-.itself diréctly helps economic development.. - Not to mention

- .

the Rural Development

12266



July 4, 1978 Tape 5100 (Night) EC - 1

MR. PECKFORD:

agreements to bevsigned, the Tourism agreements to be signed,

the additionalvFisheries Developments to be signed, and on -
it éan go, the various DREE agreements tﬁat we had, the

Forestry and Agricul:ure‘ones, the access roads we are

building, the additional forest management programmes that

we afe trying to bring onstream, And yet the Leader of the

Opposition can get up and try to deceive everybody to ° -
believe that all that $150 miilion of capital expenditures

is going for the Brinco takeover and all that $150 million

is going for the Linerboard mill. Trash, Mr. Chairman!

Garbage! And the Leader of the Opposition as a former member

of this House, as a'former minister, and now as the alternative i
Premier,so~calledyin this Province can get up and try to‘
deceive this hon. House into believing that we are not

spending apyghing on Fisheries; Mr. Chairman.

MR. W. ROWE: Point of order, Mr. Chairman. I do not

mind the minister-mqre or less losing his temper.

MR. PECKFORD: v Well, do not get up.

MR. W. ROWE:i But for the sake of decorum and for the precedents
of the Houée it is unparliamentary for any member t§ say that
agy other member is deceiving or trying to deceive this hon.

House, Mr. Chairman.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, to that point of
order. I rephrase that, Mr. Chairman. The hon. the Leader

of the Opposition is not trying to deceive. The hon. the

Leader of the Opposition has through his comments indicated

to this House that he believes that a large portion of the -
expenditures on capital accounts this year are going for .
the Brinco takeover and the Labrador Linerboard closedown.
This is what the hon. the Leader of the Oppbsition based -
most of his.remarks on and by those comments I stand.

If that satisfies everybody, Mr. Chairman, I can continue.

MP. NEARY: Take it back, boy. Apologize.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) I feel it is not .a point of
order. ' The hon. minister has explained it and I will ask

him to continue. -

MR. PECKFORD: : Thank you very much. - :
MR. W. ROWE: On that point of order, Mr.Chairman, let me

understand the ru}ing. You are ruling, Sir, that an hon.
member of this House can say that another hon. member is
deceiving or trying to deceive the Housé, is that correct?
Because if it is correct we should know what the ruling 1s
so that we can alliﬁsé the same kind of langdﬁge, you see.
MR. CHAIRMAN: o I was under the.impfession that
the hon. minister rephrased his comments.and more or less
withdrew them.

MR. W. ROWE: Well, I mean, I asked him to

withdraw the unparliamentary words.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. PECKFORD: _ Mr. Chairman, as I understand it

you have made your ruling on the point aﬁd I can continue.
Now, Mr. Chairman, the hon. the Leader of the Opposfition -
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 1If the hon. member
is not satisfied with my ruling, there is always a
way to challenge {it. A
MR. W. ROWE: I am quite satisfied with it;
we will all use unparliamentary language.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!
. The hon. Minister of Mines and
Energy.
MR. PECKFORD: . Mr. Chairman, if the Leader of the ’ =
Opposition would not be so sensitive and would just behave
himself over there I can continue.
The Leader of the Opposition also s
got 1ht6 a great tirade as it related to the Brinco takeover

and the Lower Churchill Development Corporation and the fact
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all the government have managed
another feasibility study. You
is not a fact.

That 1is not the

That is not what happened. The
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now after all these years
to do 1s to ask for

know, Mr. Chairman, that
position of the government.

Government . of Newfoundland

have a very comprehehsive»feasibilitx,study as 1t relates

to the Lower Churchill development, as it relates to the

Gull Island development. All the Lower Churchill developmend -

DR. KITCHEN:

MR. PECKFORD: No,

it has not.

It has not been made public.

It has been public.

The hon. the member for St. John's West closets himself in

a little corner -

DR. KITCHEN:

(Inaudible) hiding 1t away

under the carpet. I do not even get a copy of it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young)

DR. KITCHEN:

and you would not give me one.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr.

Order, please!

Table it. I wrote you and asked for a copy

Chairman, there has been a

very detailed feasibility study done on the whole Lower

Churchill development which by statements in this House over

the last two or three or four years all the information has

been given notwithstanding what

West (Dr. Kitchen) says.

the member for St. John's

And here is the Leader of the

Oppositiongin his total and absolute ignorance. to what is

going on in Labrador or what the Labrador Power Development

is all about, trying to say now

that the Lower Churchill

Development Corporation, d'federallprovincial corporation

which is about to be formed, is

first instance with doing a feasibility study.

not true.

going to be charged in the

Now that 1s

The Lower Churchill Development Corporation will

be updating the figures that were put into the feasibility

study, that were a part of the feasibility studyy and will

be trying to get the Gull Island or Lower Churchill

development going. It will be charged with the sole
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MR. PECKFORD:" responsibility of déing that.
Now that is a different,si;uation‘ﬁhan saying that we have
to start from  square one, from- day one and start developing
a feasibility study. Allvthe basic data és it relates to

_the Lower Churchill development, as it relates to
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MR. B, PECKFORD: getting that project underway is availahle,
has been done and many, many precious dollars have been spent to do. it,
And all this new corporation will have to do,which the federal government
is all in favour of establishing,is to refine the figures to see whether
it is $1.9 billion or $2 billion or $2 billion or $2.1'billion;thgt is
what the whole Lower Churchill Development Corporation is all about.
Besides whichyof course.its main mandate:is to get the Lower Chhrchill
&eQeiopment underway to be able to negﬁciate with Quebec and with
Otfawa’énd - the federal puﬁch in there gives usva better.opportﬁnity
to do it. Mr. Chairman,I mean you know when it comes to the Lower
Churghill thing,the greatest thing that could be done on the Lower
Churchill Development is for the Federal Government,if they so desire-
to say we are going to put a corridor through Quebec.Let us not kid
oursélves, Mr. Chairman: there 1s an easy way to get Lower Churchill
going,

bR. Y'(ITCHEN: - Never mind resolut:ionsApassed in this

House.

MR. B. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairmang,there is an easy way to get
Lower Churchill going:Let us not have the Federal Liberal Party

in convention decide..on a resolution,which means nothing,to say

that they are in favour Labrador developrent. Let us have the Federal
Government that is now in office say that it will and it Qants and it
demarids a corridor through Quebec £OTr Labrador: Power.In one fell swoop
they could have Labrador development going and Gull Island going,

Lower Churchill going, The power i1s not here i:n this
Legislature, Mr. Chairman, it is in Ottawa and if Ottawa wants to move
and put on its holsters against Quebec, if ft wants to

draw its guns against Quebec it can do it and it can do it in a very
dramatic fashion to indicate not only,that it is willing to take

Quebec on but more importantly it is willing to recognize the asperations
and h;pes of a Province or of a region which has lots of resources but -
lacks the means to develop them. They only people,the only jurisdiction
that has the power to bring Lower Churchill onstream 1is not here.l

wish it was_here, Mr. Chairmanf'for I could make a decision an it pretty
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MR. B. PECKFORD: - fast,I could give my vote in Cabinet
pretty fast.The decision lies in Ottawa,not because I want to
blame Ottawa but becauseyby the same token that we receive many
monies from Ottawa because.we are part of Canada,we can also say
in true justification that Ottawa being the National Government,
the senior government in the Northern part of the North American
continent must and has the ogportunity now to exercisevhow'sympathetic
.it looks upon Atlantic Canada and Newfoundland and Labrador.lt can do
it in one fell swopp,no problem! Let us not kid ourselves on that,
Mr. Chairman, Let us not hear this talk about BRINCO is takeover as
being a sell»o;t to the people of Newfoundland when we were getting
back -control over our own resources in the same way as everybody
agrees on the offshore oil and gas that we must have control and we
must dictate to the oil companies because it is our resources 1if
tﬁere is any there.%hat is going to happen? We must set the guidelines.
They will develop on our terms.We do not develop it.We set the guidelines
and the climate and the environment for them to develop it.but on our
terms. We are the masters of oﬁr own house;not BRINCO; no corporation
is to be master of that. That is the difference, That is why we spent
the money, Mr. Chairman, and now we have a sixty-six and twp-éhirds
share of CFLCo. - Now yhere is the headquarters of CFLCo? Wbere
is the headquarters now of Upper Churchill? Is it in Montreal, Quebec?

No, Mr. Chairman} It is in St. John's,Terr® Neuve, That is where it is.

MR. S. NEARY: here is Lower Churchill though?
MR. PECKFORD: And Lower Churchill Power Corporation will

be in St. John's,Newfoundland or in the capital of this Province

when it is set up and we will have control over the development

of that resource as well with federal participation because they
recognizeyas we do and we have for some time,that energy projects,like
Lloydminster in Alberta, Saskatchewan and like Gull Tsland are high
profile, high employment; high construction opportunities in a sector
which demands additional development not only becausé we need the energy

but because we do not want to be dependent upon foreigners for it.

12272



July 4, 1978 ) Tape 5101 (Night Session) n -3

MR. PECKFORD: But, Mr. Chairman, we will continue
and the Opposition can continue as long as they liké for the

rest of this
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MR. PECKFORD: Summer and finto the Fall. They can continue
to try to attack this administration for pavine roads down in the hon. -

member's district -

"MR. NEARY:- You have not started yet.
MR. PECKFORD: No, but they are in the process. Do not- ’

worry, we have got a commitment there. The hon. member does not

have to worry about that. :

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! -
MR. PECKFORD: He does not have to worry about that.

We have made a cormitment to improve systems, social services
~on the Baie Verte Peninsula, And we ‘are goiﬁg to continue to expand

health facilities, we are goine to continue to build water and -
sever systems, And if the Opposition are against $150 million to do

those basic things, which any government worth its salt will do,

let them attack us, Mr. Chairman. Let them attack us on those

grounds. Let thém not attack us on the grounds of Brinco over

which we now have control and administer from St. John's: Let them

not attack us on that. Let them not attack us on éhq Labtador
_Linerboard where we are trying to'give to this Province an industry

which will stand on its own two feet. The only reason why we have,

Mr. Chairman, seventeen or sixtéen per cent unemployment instead of

fifty per cent unemployment isAbecause Price and Bowaters are making a profit.

Ohyit is a dirty word, ﬁr. Chairman, a profit. Subsidize

it! Get in there with both feet, governments! The long-term interests

economically of this Province lie in having whatever additional

forest resources,if the budworm does-not kill -them, in tais Province

that are not needéd byiPrice, which are not needed by Bowaters' and

which 1s sufficient to sustain an additional third mill, put on an =
economic basis, Then let the companies so dicker with the unions

and let the companies open it on that basis and that basis only. Because once
you get a subsidy built in, Mr. Chairman - man is a very fickle character

in this whole univerise, he'is a very fickle character - and if the

companies for one minute think that we are in there subsidizing, like

we were in Labrador Linerboafd. then automatically there is a subsidy
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MR. PECKFORD: | of $5 millioﬁ or $10 million that is
needed to keep it going, whether it is or whether it is not.

That is natural. And I suﬁpose if I were part of some great corporate
entity that would be my‘fir;t inclination too. The greater the ”
profits the more sympathetic the directorﬁ. And therefore if I

‘could ekcfacp out of any government anywhere in the world

a fair amount of subsidy, a fair high level of subsidy for an _ ) -
industry of wﬁich I was a participant,so muéh»the better; so much

the better. That 1is not where the action is, Mr. Chairman. It is
not in the Brinco takeover of a number of years ago or the

Linerboard close doim of a couple of years ago. The action is

Mr. Chairman, where $150 miliion is going to be spent, in fishery
development,which is jobs; in‘transportation and communications,which
is also jobs, directly-and indirectly,becéuseAan'improved transportation
system,'secondary and primary,will help develop economic opportunities
in this Province. And then with our rural deveiopment agreements,

and our tourist agreeménts! a#d our ongoing housing agreements and our
education things that we have to do, and our Magpower things that we
have to do and all the othér things which are built into it,because
we.are hammering at Ottawa every day to sign another agreement, ox
extend the highways agreement, or give us more money for Nordco

or more money for planning agreements. We h;ve at this moment,

this very moment,geologists looking over rocks in Labrador to

try to find soﬁe future, some potential for a mine. So the two.

per cent argument is not going to go down with ninety-eight per cent
of the people. The two per cent argument that two per cent of the
honey is being wasted or so on, or not being spent right - which
happens in all governments. There 1s no government that has all of
its capital expenditures totally in line with what the majority

or everybody thinks they want. But,.Mr. Chairman, I will teil you

' right now, ninety to ninety-eight per cent of what this govermment

is spending on capital expenditures this year is done with a great
deal of planning and a great deal of reason, with politics thrown

asunder.
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Mr. Peckford' . If somebody wants to argue with the other 2 per cent
let them argue with the other 2 per centyand I will continue to contend
that-when it comes down to $150 million, $145 million to $149 million

of that is béing spent to bring better services to this Province.

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: _Oh, oh!

"MR. PECKFORD: - And nobody can deny it almost on any field as I have
already mentioned, nobody.can deny it. It is a fact. It is a fact that
we are‘spending more in the last six years on-all the kinds of social
sefvicés than was even dreamed of in 1965.br 1968 or even 1970. But it is
still not enough.' Nowhere near enough. '

I hear from just as many widows or people on Tong-term
ass1stance as the hon.. members opposité. ‘
MR. W. N. ROWE. Yes. and you write the nasty letters
MR. PECKFOﬁD: And I would 1ike to respond to them and say that
there is another $100 a‘month coming to them.
MR. w. N. ﬁdﬁé. But you sent poison pen letters.
MR.'PECkaRO: But when one has to balance it all db. one. has
to paint W;fh the broad brush and it is a tiny bit different. And you can
isolate .any particular segment of'society from a human point of view,
from a population point df view or from an economic point of view
and come up with the same answer, because life is never that easy.
But, Mr. Chairman, for the Leader of the Opposition -to get up and to
try to cloak it-all over with the Brinco takedver and the Linerboard
closedown, shows his shallowness, shows why he is on the other side of

the House, Mr. Chairman, because he thinks -

‘MR. W. N. ROME: Not for longythough.

K MR; bECKFORD: OH yes, oh'yes; Not for lcng, Mr. Chairman:
DR.“kIfCHEﬁ: It will not be Tong now.
‘MR. "PECKFORD: The greatest dream the Leader of the Opposition

has is not to improve the Tot of the fishermen, it is not to improve the

10t of the widows -

DR. KITCHEN Money for the pcor people.
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MR. PECKFORD: The greatest ambition and dream the hon. Leader

of the Opposition has is -to be over in the séat now occupied by the

hon. the Premier. His concern is not primarily for whether Newfoundland
~ rises or falls, it is for whether he rises over here, and the hon.

the member for Humber West (Premier Moores) falls over there. That is

a sad commentary, Mr. Chairman, on'the politics of our day, and why so

often I find @ I g0 throﬂghout this Provfnce that there is a lot of

disenchantment with all politicians, federaily and provincially, and the

one comment I hear heard over and over again is the one I just made,
“here is the alternative?" There is no alternative.

The hon. leaders so-called opposite have shown their

shallowness. - _
MR. W. N. POWE: A;k your buddy to put it to the test.
" "MR. PECKFORD: - Have shown their shallowness . Mr. Chairman, we

have put it to the test twice and when we are ready we will put it to the
test again and we will see whether the member for Twillingate (Mr. W. N.
Rowe) is stijl the Leader of the Opposftion or whether he is no longer

here.. Whether he sees it -

‘MR. W. N. ROWE: No, I will not be Leader of the Opposition, I will cuarantee you tha‘

MR;‘PECKFORD: - or whether the hon. Leader of the Opposition,
who has quite a few people around him ready to:stab him as soon as he
falters, whether the Leader of the Opposition goes not to France this:
time, but even goes farther East - \

| AN HON. MEMBER:  What are you talking about?

" MR. PECKFORD: The hon. the Leader of the Oppbsition,knows what
I am talking about, he knows it only too well. ‘The hon. Leader -

knows it only too well what I am talking about.

Mk. F. ROWE: . What about your own leader?
"~ MR, PECKFORD: A I have heard from members opposite, we all have.
Oh, oh we know. We know. We know all about now the members opposite

and where there poesitions are.

* SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. PECKFOkD: I know I have hit a sensitive chord,Mr. Chairman. I

would Tike to get on to ., matters more substantive, but if the Leader of
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: Mr,'Péckford: the Opposition wants me to continue to be shallow I

am part of that argument too. [ can come down a few wruigs to where he
wants me to be, if that is his wont. But, Mr. Chairman, let the

Leader of the Opposition fﬁ11y recognize that whilst he thinks he is
riding on a crest that has some future in it, let him also look

to his right and to his left and.to his back, because the Leader of the
Oppositionyonce he faltersywill find himself in a mire not of his making,
not of his making. » )

You know,the hon. member- for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir

(Mr. Simmons) can grin so nicely now when he hid away for a few days after
the Leader of the Opposition annouhced his - after he became leader,

after he announced his shadow Cabinet and the people who were going to

be his whip, and who was go{ng to be on the frontbenches, and the

member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir did not.get a look in, and -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!
"'MR._PECKFORD: - all of a sudden -
AN HON. ' MEMBER: Right on his right hand.
'MR‘:PECKFORD: Ah,. yes, yes.I give the Leader of the Opposition

credit, he did whip the hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir into shape.
How 1ong?‘ The question is rot whether he whipped him into shape,

Mr. Chairman, the question is , how long he can keep him there? That is
“the question. V

"SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

‘MR. PECKFORD: Or then, of course, also what shape he whipped him .

~in’, which perhaps is
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MR. PECKFORD: ' a more interesting question. But in ”

any case, Mr, Chairman, for me to sum up -

MR. W. ROWE: You keep your-eye on Grand Falls.
MR. PECKFORD: - ' ’ For me to sum up, Mr. Chairman,

if the Leader of the Opposition thinks that he is going to . -
try to defeat this loan bill of $150 milliom, which ié to bring

lower rents to widows and poor people in this Province - ' -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . : Hear, hear!
MR. PECKFORD: If he thinks that he {s going to

tfy. to defeat or oppose ‘this bill because he is not going to allow

pavement to go ahead in this Province, or new roads, if he is going

th> try to oppose, to stop water and sewer projects from going ahead

in this Province, the Leader of the Opposition has got amother thing

coming to hiﬁ, because this government is committed to ensuring that

these capital funds are approved so that we can get on with the job

of bringing those social services to the people. He can oppose it aEI.l

he likes, but we are going to give to the poor people of this province '
more money, if the Leader of the Opposition would only stop opposing.

and Vbe positive for a change.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member - for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, one of the very basic rules

of public speaking, particularly preaching,is that if you have a very
.weak argument, shout all the more louder. I leave all of us to judge

3just how strong the member's argdments were by the way he shouted his

way through that forty-five minute piece.

He is rigﬁt,you'khow, Mr. Chairman - oOn

a personal note, before I get into the essence of what I want to say - . -
he 1s right. The Leader of the Opposition certainly did whip me into
shape. Boy,I must say I will give him credit for that., He really whipped

me into shape. Would that I had that kind 9f skill and abilitf when T
hired the member not once but twice.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: " Hear, hear!
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MR. SIMMONS: I hired him first as a teacher and -
then as a painter. '

MR. W, ROWE: And both times -

MR. SIMMONS: ‘ _ » And I do not mean as a Michaelangelo
painter, Mr. Chairman, i mean as the painter of an exterior

of a build;ng. I had a look at the building the other day and I have

to get part of it repainted, the part he painted. So would I had -

the skill, would I had the knowledge -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear!

‘MR. SIMMONS:. - would I had the knowledge -

fo W. ROWE: A He does not only bungle in the House.
MR. SIMMONS: = would I had the knowledge in dealing

with peoonle that the Leader of the Opposition has.

a

Mr. Chairman, I listened -

MR. PECKFORD: .~ I have lots of fine stories.

I anm going to have to start telling them,

I suppdse.
MR. MORGAN: I could tell a few stories as well,
MR. SIMMONS: . Well,go ahead. I will let the member

for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) tell his story.

MR. PECKFORD: If the hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir
was going to be correct when he starts to extract episo;les out of a
whole series of things, one can extract an gwful lot of episodes which

are not at all complimentary to the hon. member.

MR. SIMMONS : And one can do it in fun, or one can get
vindictive like as one writes letters.
MR. PECKFORD: Exactly. Which I do not want to.

I do . not want.to. But which I can do. And the hon. member knows =
from whence I speak.'

HR. STMMONS: If the member has some story to tell about
me I wo‘ulldiinvite nim now to tell it before I continue.

MR. PECKFORD: No. I am just telling the hon. member that
if he wants to just -

" MR. W, POVE: More threats.
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MR. PECKFORD: ' - poke you know ‘at a certain area,

it is a very sensitive area which I could get involved in if 1
- wanted, |

MR. SIMMONS: . o ' Mr. Chairman, ‘I obviously hit a

very sensitive nerve and =

MR.. PEC!CE‘ORD: . Noyyou did not.at all. Because I am
.very proud that I could ‘paint buildings and cut treesyyou know. I

find nothing wrong with that.

MR. SIMMONS: "1t is all right.
* MR.. PECKFORD: - If the hon. member finds something wrong

with that kind of a thing -

MR. W. ROWE: On 2 point of order, Mr. Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN: - A polnt of order has comé Qp.
MR. W. ROWE: . I want to hear my hon. colleague here.

I do not want to listen for forty-five minutes to the mad ravings

of that hon. minister. over there.,

MR. PECKFORD: - . Oh ay!
MR, W. ROWE: - Let us hear. some .sanity now for the

next forty-five minutes or so, Sir. Would you kindly ask the hon.

minister to keep quiet for a few minutes.

MR. MORGAN: We can all tell a few stories.
MR. PECKFORD: We can all tell a few stories about the

hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoily (Mr. Simmons).

MR. CHAIRMAN: . Order, please!
MR. SIMMONS: ) ~ We can all tell a few stories and I hope

there are all as harmless -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!.

MR. STMMONS: ' Is the member ready to sit?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Order, please! Hon. members

of the Committee will realize that interjections -reaily are out of order
and whereas 6n occasion they are made, if 't'ney do interfer with an
" hon. member's ability to speakyclearly the Chair has to intervene.

The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
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MR. SL‘Dl{ONS: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I invite all

the story tellers among us to tell stories. I hope they.are

just as harmless and full of fun as the two I have just told.

. If you want some othez_' more serious stories I have some of these
too. But now that we are ovef our story telling time perhaps

ve can get on to the s;.\bject at hand. . I believe the théme

of what the Minister of Mines and Energy had to say for the last V
forty-five minutes - and it is signi:fic'ant that in two anci.a qua-rter
hours in this House, two z;nd é quarter hours om this particular
bill, or less than that really, about two hours,'he found it
necessary to make two of the three speeches . tc; defend this
indefensible bill. This, understand it, thi; is a bill to bowz-row
another $150 million. That is what we,are caiking about, a bill

to borrow another $150 million. And at one point
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. Simmons: I heard him go into his 98 per cent, 2 per cent

argument about if 98 per cent was spent well, well then what about

the other 2 per cent? And I believe if you might'sum that up in a

- few words you really Hear the minister say, what is in a million?

What is a million? What is the difference if we waste a. million

here and there?

MR
MR

. W. N. ROME: . That is right.

. _SIMMONS: But I submit, Mr. Speaker, in a land of

scarce financial resources such as ours a million is an awful lot of

DR

money.
. KITCHEN: You can get a lot of shoes for a.million.

MR. SIMMONS: A hi1lion is a.lot of shoes for people, a lot
school fees, a Tot of school taxes; a million is a lof of money,

. of

however you put a yardstick on it. And it is callous of the minister

to

get here tonight and suggest that any government in this Province

can afford to waste $1 million or $2 million and what difference does

it

He

my

make.
I only wish the minister were in his seat.
was most anxious to have my colleague stay and hear him out, and

colleague did with one brief interlude when.he had to take his -~

son home. Unfortunately he did not have the same good‘grace to stay

in

his seat which he required-of'my colleague, the Leader of the

Opposition. But Tet the record judge on- that one. 1 say nevertheless,

Mr

. Chairman, that the Minister of Mines and Energy at the very least

has misled the House tonight on a couple of matters.

MR
MR

. J. CARTER: Deliberately?

MR. SIMMONS : Well, that is for the member for St. John's North

(Mr. J. Carter) to say; if he feels that it was deliberate let him say so.

MR
MR
MR
MR
Mr

. W. N. ROWE: Yes.
. SIMMONS: - Let him say.so.
. W. N. ROME: The answer to that question is yes.
- MR._-SIMMONS: ' He did mislead the House at the very least,
. Chairman, on a couple of matters. First of all, he did not bother to tell

the House or those who may be in the gailery and otherwise Tistening to the
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Mr. Simmons:- transactions here tonight, he did not bother to
tell the House it was not the Opposition thaf-has broke with long
vstan&ing tradition-in the British Parliament, in the Canadian Parliament,
in‘the Parliament of every Province of Canada, the Parliament of
Australia, and New Zealand, and other countries in'the British Commonwealth -
it'was not the Opposition that has broke with long-standing tradition
of having your Budget Debate first and then your estimates, so
that you could have your broad general debate under the Budget Debate
first, and then h;ve estimates whereby you could ask questions about
particular subheads and get the kinds of anﬁwers he talked about tonight,
about how the government is spending this $1,000 here and $1 million here.
It was not the Opposition who broke the tradition there. It was the
government that did the unprecedented thing, I suppose never done e]sewheré
in the British Commonwealth,never elsewhere in the British Commonwealth
was it done, where they came in and brought in the estihates first and
forced us in the Opposition to have our general debate on estimates
when we shoqld have been debating under the Budget Debate. That was
the government that did that.: And if we did not ask as many questions
on estimafes as we should have, Mr. Chairman, only the government can
take the blame for that. 0f course, that is the kind of detail that
he -very conveniently just slips over from time to time.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the time for asking
questions is by no means ﬁpast, It is only the 4th. of. Jqu yet,
Mr. Chairman,r and what better pldce to be.on the 4th. of July,being
'celebrated tohight in another country just to the South of us, what

better place to be than in a House of Parliament -

SOME'HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
“MR: SIMMONS: . - trying to get the people's business done and

done properly over almost insurmountable obstacles, almost insurmountable
obstac]es,tryiﬁg to get the .business of the country, the business of the
people attended to.

He misleads ‘the House 6h another account, Mr. Chairman.
He actua]ly suggested at one point that this Loan Bill here of $150 million,

he said at one point that $80 million to $90 million of it will go for
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Mr. Simmons: transportation and fisheries. Now, Mr. Chairman,

that just is not true. That is not true. It is an untruth to say that .
$80 million to $90 million of it would go for transportation and

fisheries. I understand.what he said in anéther mouthful that $80
million to $90 million will be spent on those two disciplines, on those
two departments of government, but to suggest that is the amount that
will be taken right out of the loan amount;is'nonsense, absolute nonsense,

and another way in which the member so often misleads this House.

" SOME HON. MEMBERS: - Oh, oh!

*MR. SIMMONS : Now, Mr. Chairman,. he can stand there all he likes
and he can rave on and make great comparisons about Liberal years'and
Tory years. The fact of the matter is,'Mr. Chairman, that we have had
a Tory Government now for six years plus. The fact of the matter is,
Mr., Chairman, that no amount of academic comparsion by the minister

of the Liberal and Tory years will put bread on the table of the
welfare recipiénts.

*'SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

"MR. SiMMONS: . No amount of such comparison of the Liberal and
' Tory years will pay the shockingly high electricity bills that the
people around this Province have to face,-thahks to that minister
and the government. '

SOME "HON. ‘MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

"MR;'SiMMONSz No amount of comparison of the Liberal years
and the Tory years, Mr. Chairman, will provide jobs for the tens of

" thousands of Newfoundlanders'who are out of work tonight thanks to the
present Premier, thanks to his failure to keep his promise about full

employment six or seven years ago.

' SOMEHON: ' MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

‘MR:‘éIMMbNSE ' Now, Mr. Chairman, at any time I will engage in a
1ittle academic exercise comparing the Liberal and Tpry years, if he
wants to-go back in the history, Mr. Chairman, and tell us what some
Liberal Government did in 1900 or in 1905 -or 1910 in giving Sir Robert

Bond a Tot of land. It is a long way to go back to finally get something

on the Liberals. I have only got to
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MR. SIMMONS : go back two or three years.

I have only  to go back to the 1974 - 1975 fiscal
year, I say to the Minister of Manpower, or the 1975 -
1976 fiscal year; I'saf to the Minister of Forestry,

or the 1976 - 1977 fiscal year, 1'say to the Minister

of Industrial Development 1f he were here, to. find things
on this crowd. I do not have to go back toAl910 or 1905
to find a government that gave a bit of land away.

MR. WHITE: : ' They all put names on the list.

MR. SIMMONS: I1f you want to talk Liberal

governments, Mr.Chairman, and go back in history seventy
years to do it, well, let us remind the Minister of Mines
and Energy that we do not have to go back thét far to find
a Tory government that actually wanted'to sell Labrador

for $50 million.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh', oh!l
MR. SIMMONS: They wanted to sell it altogether,
one Tory government, for $50 million. 1f you want an

academic exercise, Mr. Chairman, if you want to gtart comparing
Libefal governments to Tory governments,I-wili comﬁare them
any day of the week with you and Fhe'Liberal governments

will come out on top. But what do you prove Mr. Chairman?
What did I have to do with a Liberal government in 19107

How could I take the credit or blame for that? How could
anybody on the other side take the credit or blame for a-
Tory government that wanted to sell Labrador in 1932?

What utter nonsense, Mr. Chairman! How bereft of argument
are they{ How bereft of common sense are they when they have
to dig back sixty or seventy years td find something sensible
and convincéablé to say to an audience? How stunned,

Mr. Chairman, can you be and still stand in a vertical
position?

MR. WHITE: fack in those days they did not know about

anything else.
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MR. SIMMONS: May I have some water, please?
Make sure it is water now. You are bringing it to this side i
of the House this time so make sure it is water.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:: Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMONS: . . That is right, make sure you

are dipping into the right barrel.

MR. NEARY: We are going to get a breathalizer

' installed. . =
MR. SIMMONS: I think, Mr. Chairman, you should
have a breathalizer now. Before you come into the House,
reflecting on the rowdy goings on of the last few days, you
should have a breathalizer. All members of the House should
be subjected to a breathalizer befpre you come into thé
House. Would that not be a brilliant idea? Because I am
not sure, Mr. Chairman, that a lot of our problems in this
House have anything to do with hostilities or tempers or

the hot hazy weather.

MR. NEARY: The Minister of Health would have

flunked it here the other night.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SIMMONS: ‘ The member for Bonavista North?
SOME HON. MEMBERS : " Oh, oh!
MR. SIMMONS: Alright, 1 will have to say it

again to make it sensible for the membgr for Bonavista North

(Mr. Cross) and for the member for Mount Pearl (Mr.N. Windsor).

I am saying, Mr. Chairman, and I‘am saying very candidly

that I am not sure a lot of our problems in this House have -
to do with the fact that we are a partisan crowd or tﬁat the
hostilities are pretty sharp or ﬁhat it is late in the year. ' . -
I think if we all managed to come in here sober, Mr. Chairman,
we would get.a lot more work done. We would not have so

much punching around and physical assault as we have 1if
everybody just came in here sober, Ehat 1s all I am saying.

If you want me to say it - the member for Bonavista North,
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MR. SIMMONS: he wants to know the source

of his problems the other night. Nothing to do with
numbers. The sooner we start calling a spade é spade around
here the better it will be for all concerned. That is what
I mean by a b;eathalizet;. Perhap; wve all should take éhe
breathalizer before ;é come in hergu Perhaps we would
sfraighten out a.lot of the problems - fewer fights and

get more work done. How is that? Is that sensible enough -
for the member for Bonavista North? Or woulﬁ he rather

I aQoid'ihac subject as the Premier did the other Aay in

the paﬁer when he said nobody was at fault for the fourteen

who sﬂowed up the other night. They showed up, I must say

that for them - brought, dragged, sent into the Chamber,

but ghey were here. i

MR. NEARY: He is gone. You frightened him out of the House.

MR. SIMMONS: I mentioned the breathalizer
and they all left. I mentioned the breathalizer and they
all scattered-to the four winds.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I say to the
more sober among us, let us look at this particular bill,
Mr. Cha;;man.

AN _HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) Smallwood.
MR. SIMMONS:

Want me to talk about Smallwood?
At the right time, Mr. Chairman, we.will.talkAabou:
Smallwood.

Now let us talk about this bill,

this $150 million dollar bill.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ' Oh, oh! N
MR. SIMMONS: I know theyall are distracted on

their breathalizer. We will come back to that.

MR. C. POWER: What do you mean; 'they all'? :
MR. SIMMONS: The member for Ferryland?

12288



July 4, 1978 " Tape 5106 (Night) EC - 4

MR. SIMMONS: - We all? I know we
all are concerned about this possibility.

MR. POWER: There are certain non-drinkers on P2Oth

sides of the House.

MR. SIMMONS: ) _ Mr. Chgirman, that argument

is about as sensible as saying that all people who drive
within.the speed limit at all times'shéuld somehow_be

exempt to a speed limit because they drive within it .
anyway. Mr. Chairman, as the police will tell you, the only
way that you catch the culprits 1is to apply the same law to
everybody, ‘and I say to the member for Ferryland, if he is

a teetotaller he should be the first to take the breathalizer.
- MR. CHAiRMAN: (Dr. Collins) Order, please! I feel we
may be wandering a little afar from the matter under
consideration and in committeeg as hon. members realiie,

we have to keep to the poiﬁt.

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I quite agree.
The word the Chairman is looking for is 'staggeringf -
staggering a little from the point, but we will stagger

back to the point now, Mr. Chairman, bécause I want
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MR. SIMIONS: very much to talk about the bill,

the $150 million. Now the Minister of Mines and Energy talks

about -
SOME HON, MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. STMMONS: I am being harrassed by my own -

crowd now, Mr. Chairman. I got the member for Terra Nova
(Mr. Lush) all exercised ever since I mentioned the breathalizer. -
He has been hanging on for dear life to that glass_of water he

has there, trying to dilute it as best he can.

MR. HOUSE: (Inaudible).
MR. -STMMONS: Mr. Chairman, all I have said -

if the member for Humber Valley'(Mr. H&use) does not like it

he does not.have to like it. All right? It reflects on me

and it reflects on evéry member of this House when it goes across
the country that we are in here behaving like a bunch of drunken
sailors, that we are in here going after each other physically,
that we are in here name calling each otheryjand I say it is time
£hat we called spades spades and stop saying it had to do with
tempers or it had to do with fellowg not liking each other, or it

had to do with little partisan fights because I am a Liberal and

you are a Tory, . 1 say it has nothing to do with that at all.
MR. HOUSE:™ =~ What has it got to do with? .
MR. SIMMONS: : It has to do with us all coming here

in a mood and in an attitude and in a frame of mind to do the country's -
.business and if we cannot do it, if we cannot do itybuddysI am
not taking the blame for somebody else's mistakes. That is all

I am saying_to the member for Humter Valley (Mr. House).

MR. WHITE: ' ~ Hear, hear! ' -
‘MR. SIMMONS: That is all I am saying. And I will .

submit that is the message and I will submit to the breathalizer

at any minute.

¥R. HOUSE: ' So will I.
MR. STEIONS: Okay.
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MR. MORGAN: . And so will I.
MR. SIMMONS: : Okay. And I dareséy so will most

of the members in this House.-

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN: ) Order, please!

MR. NEARY: . You could alsovput in a.lie detector.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Order, please!

I think that the discussions may lead

to some disruption -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ~ Oh, oh!
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Ordér, please! The- discussion

that is going on may lead to disruption of the Committee andvI feel
that thié should not proceed furtﬁer.

The hon; member for B;rgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
MR. SIMMONS: : Mr, Chairman, I was'just persuing a very
sensible suggestion to expedite :h; work of the committee. We will
get back to it at some point, Mr. Chairman. The $150 million
the government wants to borrow: qu we are told by the only
government gpeaker we have had so far and he has spoken twice, and
perhaps he will speak again because if he speaks often enough he
might tell us what this bill is all about. Now he made much
ado, Mr. Chairman of the fact that the Leader of the Opposition
did not talk about fisheries, and did not talk about rural development,
well, Mr. Chairman, I never hedrd this member mention a thing aboﬁt
health in two speeches. I never heard him mention a thing about
education in two speeches. You knowymust you talk about everythiag
everytime you speak for forty-five ﬁinutes?' Is that the new gospel,
Mr. Chairman, that you must talk about evervthing everytime you speak?

Tais bill, Mr. Chairman, this $150 millions
I.cannot tell vou what every cent of it will be paid out for, but I will
tell you this, that fullv a third of it, $50 ‘million,will be spent
to pay the interest on two monumental government blunders. So do not

" tell me that is for roads or water works or sewer or education or paving
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Hk. SI:MCNS: the widows’ allowence. Let us not have
that tear jerking argument introduced by the ¥inister of Yines and
Energy. Be;ausetac least $50 million of this, Mr. Chairman, and vou
can do thé arithmetic on it if vou want ts; at least $50 million
will be spent to continue to pay for two ‘monmental government blunders,
the Uoser Churchill, the Churchill Falls blunder, the CLFCo. blunder
Vand the Labrador Linerboard blunder. And these -two together this
year are costing us between $50 million and $60 million in interest
alone. Wow do not tell me, Mr. Chairman, that that interest
somehow gets into the pockets of the widows and the welfare people
and the poor generally and the unempioyed because 1 do not believe
it and it is not true; and it is less than candid, less than honest
for the Minister of Mines to stand here tonight and.suggest it is
true. ‘

$50 million, Mr. Chairman, is going to
pay off a couple of governmment blunders, the government blunder
of CFLCo. has now cost us over $300 million. The government biunder
of Labrador Linerbo;rd has cost us another $200 million and just

to pay the interest
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MR. SIMMONS: on these two blunders alone, Mr. Chairman
this year will take one third of that amount right there. Now?,

Mr, Chairman, nobody,I suppose,in Parliament would ever suggest,

Mr. Chairman, that borrowing 1s vrong. We all do it in our
- own private family budgets. We do it in our business budgets,

those in this House who may be involved in business. It is
- part of a fairly semnsible or certainly accepted way of doing buginess,
of bot:owiné against tomorrow, of spréading your caﬁital ﬁost over

a longer period than just today or this year.. It is an accepted
way of finan;ing, and if we do it in terms of home financing

and car financing and apﬁliance financing, if we do it in terms
of business financing, why should we not do it in terms of government
financing? Of course, Mr. Chairman, nobody wiil argue with that.
But, Mr. Chairman, the same restraint that applies to personal
financing or family financing, or business financing must apply

to épvernment financing. And that is two'restraints; one, what

is it for, what do you need it Ebr, can you justify the borrowing

in terms of the needjand twogcan you pay it back? Two, can you

pay it back? Do you have the ability to repay? And , ¥r. Chairman,
in this year when I realize that $163 millfon of our budget, $163,7
million, almost $164 million will be spent this yearf-more than we
are borrowing in this. bill, Mr. Chairman - will be spent just to pay interest
on our debt, just to look after debt charges in this fiscal year
'76-'79, $163.7 million this year, in this fiscal year will be

spent to look after debt charges, just to pay there interest

on what we borrow.

We are now going to borrow $150 million
which in effect is now even as much as we are going to pay out in
debt charges this year. So we are now borrowing to pay back the.
borrowiné. Is that the sign of a government that is able to meet

its commitments when it has to borrow just to pay back the borrowing?
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MR. SIMMONS: . What kind of a mess would we be in
tonight as individuals, Mr. Chairhan, 1f on our car, and I daresay
éverybody around. this room has a loan on his or her car, what
kind of a mess would you.be in, Mr. Chairman, if you had to go
out tbnight and borrow again, get some more money to pay off
the loan on the existing car- to pay off the interest,I should-
sayqto megt the payments on the éxisting car, not even to pay: ) -
off the loan, just to pay the interest on the existing car
loan. -Where would it end?

That is what is happening hefe,
Mr. Chairman, and this year we are spending $164 million just on
debt charges alone. That cémpares, Mr. Chairman, when this
government took office six or seven years ago, it inherited
debt charges of $44.5 million. In six years the annual debt
charge commitment has gone from $44.5 million to $163.7 million-irn
six years! This is the zame crowd, Mr. Chairman, in 1971 who were
ranting and roaring because the former Liberal government had us so
far in debt, where we were about $1 billion in debt at the time.
As of the end of March this year we are $2.4 million in'debt.
MR. NEARY: Billfon.
MR. SIMMONS: $2.4 billion in debt comparéd to
$1 billion six years ago.
MR. NEARY: Two and a half times.
MR. SIMMONS: Two and a half times the debt now,
Mr. Cﬁairman, what it was just six years ago and our debt charge
requiremeni up almost fourfold from $44 million to $164 million.
It has now become, Mr. Speaker, the third largest expenditure of
government after education and health; debt retirement has becqme : =
the third largest expenditure of government, Of a $1 billion business
we pay out almost twenty per cent of it or.about sixteen per cent of
it, $163 million, we péy out sixteen per cent of it just to pay the

interest on our debt. It is not wrong to borrow, Mr. Chairman, but
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Mr. Simmons: it is wrong to. borrow for the wrong thing, wrong
to borrow for the wrong thing, wrong to borrow just to cover up
your past mistakes, yodr Churchill Falls mistakes, your Lab Linerboard
'mistakes. That isvwhat is wrong about it.

Now the member for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford) tells

us, and 1 have his words, he says, "This government has been responsible.
Has been responsible! I win tell you what they are- responsibie for:

They are responsible for the  $15 million to $20 million that was spent
in the Department of Public Works with no tenders. They are responsible

for that, $15 million to $20 million,with no tenders,lashed out to: their

buddies.
MR. 'S. NEARY: Sixty-five million over in the Health Sciences.
‘MR. SIMMONS: They are responsible for the new deal that was cooked

on the Health Sciences Complex.
MR. NEARY: The Carbonear Hospital.
MR. SIMMONS: - They are responsible for the new deal on the Carbonear

Hospital that has cost the taxpayers some extra millions of dollars.

MR. NEARY: Now they are going -
‘MR. SIMMONS: They are responsible for this -
" 'MR. NEARY: Now, they are going to give away now the-only place

that is paying, the asphalt plant.
MR. SIMMONS: That is another one. They are responsiblie for
this Special Action Group and all the money slashing out. into Montreal.
They are responsible for the $170 million that went down the drain on
the Lower Churchill. Ohgthey are responsible alright! The problem
is when will they own up to their responsibilities.when will they
own ﬁp to this bag of tricks, Mr. Chairman? Is it any wonder, Mr. Chairman -
‘MR. NEARY: They made $1.25 million last year on that asphalt thing
. down in_C]arenvi]]e;-now they are gofng to give it away to one of their buddies.
MR. SIMMONS: Who? Can you tell me? '
- MR. NEARY: - Yes.
m.STMMONS: So all this that the Premier told us today about negotiating
with several companies on.the asphalt plant is just utter nonsense, the

same old smoke screen?
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MR. NEARY: - Balderdash:
MR. SIMMONS: You are suppose to believe that, Mr. Chairman,

_Just like you believed he did not have a deal with brother Dobbin,although
he had it signed, sealed and almost delivered.

MR. NEARY: : Welly he almost got this one delivered now.
‘MR, SIMMONS : ) Yes. Now the asphalt plant is going the same

way as Linerboard, the same way as the Dobbin deal, the same way as
Scrivener, the same way as Carbonear Hospital.

The Labrador Linerboérd, Mr. Chairman, notwithstanding
what the member for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford) says, about how they were
constrained to take it over because somebody had to make it work, the
Labrador Linerboérd was vindictive, deliberately vindictive from beginning
to end. It had nothing ‘to do with business. It had to do with the
plans of a former Cabinet miniéter, Mr. Crosbie, that was sold hook, line
and sinker to an unthinking government, a government that is now left holding
the bag after Mr. Crosbie has gone. The Premier is quoted fa1r1y.
widely as saying that that former minister cost the Province $200 million.
That is what he tells .now in h%s cocktail circuits. I was not there, but
somebody tofd me the other night that the Premier very recently said to
. a group of people thét in his estimatidn the former fiinister, Mr. Crosbie, .

cost the Provincial Treasury by his policies $200 million.

MR. NEARY: You know what Crosbie -
"MR;'SIMMONS: 1 say to the Premier he.is low, he is being

too kind. He cost us $200 million on Linerboard alone.

MR. NEARY: "You know what Crosbie is saying about him now,do you
not? If they had an ounce of decency they would all resign.

" "MR. SIMMONS: Yes, Crosbie has got a few words at his cocktail
parties about the Premier.too.

MR. NEARY: Right. About them all there.

MR;‘SIMMONS: And pefhaps they should take some of Crosbie';
advice on the subject. Among the most sensible is that the government
should resign altogether. The Labrador Linerboard was a vindictive
move dreamed up Ey a minister who had a very serious conflict of interest

and then sold to an unthinking government.’ That is how Labrador Linerboard
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Mr. Simmons: . aot off the tracks.
MR.J.CARTER: Whose fault was it in the first ‘place? Joe Smallwoods!
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, the question and answer

‘routine we are hearing now is from the same hon. member, the only one

in the history of this Province, the only individual in the history

of this. Province who denied Mr. Smallwood the opportunity, Mr. Chairman,
‘the day that the House received a resignation of Mr..Sma11wood he denied

* _him the opportunity of having.it on film, so I would not take it as

exactly an unbiasedcomment from the member for St. John's North (Mr. J.
Carter). He has got this obsession about Mr. Smallwood.. And because-

he says it is not necessarily true.

* "MR.J.CARTER: Wrong! Wrong! Wrong!
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, Labrador Linerboard was the victim

and the peop]e of Bay St. George were the victims of a very vindictive
‘skulduggerist move by a.person in Cabinet who had a conflict of interest,
a very serious one,-a shameful conflict of interest between his

Cabinet portfolio and his business interests,and then everybody in
Cabinet became party to the crime by swalowiﬁé the think unthinkingly
and now it is on the\badks of every taxpayer to the.tune of a couple of

hundred mi]]jon do{1ars.
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MR. R. SIMMONS: Do not tell me, Mr. Chairman, that this
$150 million is going to look after the widows, This $150 million
is going to cover the past mistakes Qf this administration-the
money they blew in public works; the money they blew on Labrador
Linerboard, theH$110 million they blew on the Lower Churchill, the
$300 million they blew on Ehe Upper Churchill. That is where this
is going. Is it any wonder, Mr. Chairman, all this seséién we- have

had to come back to one single word,scandal? Everywhere you look,

¥r. Chairman, in our money bill; iﬂ our Question Period, in any debate

in this House at all ié all comes back to a very recognizable patfefn, the
pattern‘of a group of men who got-too greedy -

MR. S. NEARY: Joey's crowd looked like Archangels.
MR. R. SIMMONS: The | pattern of a group of men who got far

too greedy. 'Qﬁac complicggesﬂit, Mr. Chairman, is that only a few

of them over th;re, ﬁt. Chairman, are in on the secret and the rest

are being the unwitting pawns. g, you get the membervfor Green

Bay (Mr. Peckford) who.scands up,;nd he believes thisyMr. Chairman,

when he goes on about widows and how this bili will do great things

for the downtrodden, he believes that.l know his philosphy.he believes
tﬁat.But Qhat 1s so sad about it, Mr. Chairman, is_that he is being

sold a bag of goods by his own crowd over there,by the clique-and he

is not a member.of the clique, Mr. Chairman, he is being sold a bag

of goods by the clique. ,. One of those days when it all comes out in
the wash what a bunch of red-faced egg-all-over-your-face crowd they

are going to be over there., They get up, Mr. Chairman, and they wax on,
They can do it because in some respects,l suppose in all respectsythey
do not really what is going on. Philosophically they are on the right
track,some of them over there.They-are philosophiqally on the right
track but what they will not admit to is that their-own crowd right
around them is pulling the rug from under them every.second tfying to
protect their own hides. We cannot even get them in the House now during
Question Period,cannot even get them in the ﬁouse.They go back and

pace the floor in the Government Common Room during Ouestion Period .

-
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MR, R. STMMONS: They will not even come in now. One

time they had the attitude, "We will brazen it through. We will give
answers, we will giv'e words with a serious look on our faces.' Now
they have got beyond thaﬁ._ TheyA go back in the back room nov and pace
it up and down and their buddies come over tellvm‘e where they are. -
"Yo;“know where So - and - 56 is? He is ovér there pacing up and dan

now." That is what tell us.
¥R. 5. NEARY NEARY : Are they (inaudible).
IR, R. STMMONS:

That is the word from the Government
members Common Room Room. Any wonder I asked the Premier the question .

avout whether he had told them not to come here?l just want to make it clear

who we could blame for this, whether the Premier or the individuals

themselves. Vel1 Ve have the Premier's word,whatever that is wofth,t:hat
it was not t;e who told them to stay out of Question Period. But they
staygd-out, Mr. Chairman, they have even stopped answering the
questions now because they realize s Mr. Ch.airmani, that even an answer
‘on the record nowsthe wrong answer,can be extremely damalging.

Now, Mr. Chéirman, we are told to believe
that this $150 million has to do wj.th §rovidi’ng good government., Tﬁis‘
‘$ 150 miliion, Mr. Chairman, has to do with coveringz oﬁe’s tracks, making
up for past mistakes, having the t;axpgyer cover your tracks for
yOu;thac is what that 8150 milliom is all abou'-‘t,I would not mind
voting $150 million or $200 million to a government that had exercised

some prudent management over the past few years, but a government

that.has behaved with the public chest like they were a bunch of
drunken sailors, Mr. Chairman, I cannot get all enthusiastic about
handing ovef another $150 million of a slush fund to them,I cannot get
excited about that,I really cannot . If we had some evidence of prudent - .
management , the.r:é; w0u;d_' he a few honest errorsqas the member for 4
Green Bay says. O_f course there would. Perhaps there will be a 2 per
.bcent error range, perhaps they would have 2 per cent of error: p,.
when you get into a contrived error of about 95 per cent, a planned
error of 95 per cent in the way you spend the money, I cannot be

as sympathetic, Mr. Chairman, b am afraid.I cannot excited about saying

",
to the boysydere is another $150 million.Go squander that,too." Vhen
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MR, R, SIMMONS: . - I look at this bill and look at the
reéord:of this govemment,and then look at the plight of my own
people in Bay d' Espoirywhere 80 per cent of them are unemployed,
or in Grey River,where they h‘ave_ been let _down again and again

by the government,or in’ MacCullum,where the Premier promised

them a waﬁer'supply,or, in Fréncois,where the Premier and his

crowd botched.up. what would héve been. a good water suppl}"vby

going in and buying them off during an election - _

. MR. R. MOORES: . . Victoria, where he promised t.hem

a fire truck.
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MR,  SIMMONS: l There are so many other places’in

my colleague's district from Ca;bohear ard all over this Province,
wheﬁ I see the plight of.those people, people, Mr. Chaimxman,

whose hopes had been raised by this administration that'prqmised
fuli employment in 1971, that promised they were going to _ -
improve the services around this Province. When I see that on ' '
the one hand, Mr. Chairman, and I see the abysmal, disastrous . . -
waste of public funds on the other hand, when I see it being

lashed out to McConnell in Montreal, when 1 see the private

deals for the aéphalt plant down in Clarenville we hear about

today .. every day there is something else, something new! You

are almost afraid to wake up in the morning because yo; know

that ydu are going to hear some more skulduggery today. It has

almost gbt to that boint, Mr. Chairman. vIt has became a game,

Mr. Chairman, a game of salting away your buddies -

MR. J. CARTER: . That is just the hate speaking -
MR. SIMMONS: " No hate, Mr. Chairman, only pity. Only

pity for the taxpayer, tha taxpayer who finances this drunken
spree, ,

Mr. Chairman, I say to the memSer for
St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter) if I could muster some hate I could

find a rationale.

MR. J. CARTER: The baloon just went across the -

MR. SIMMONS: We should both go. We should both go-.
MR. CALLAN: - ' The hot air -

MR. STMMONS: I could just hold on to the member's

legs and there would be enough hot air in them to Keep us both up
‘until we got across the Atlantic. We would not need a baloon at all. ‘ =
The court jester from St. John's North! Did somebody pay him

extra tonight just to be an intrusionist here? "He is moving all over.
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MR, SIMMONS: . It is like a Midsummer-Nishe's Nream,

I forget the name of the jester now but he keeps popping up under
one tree and then another tree. He has been in about six séats
so far tonight, just liké the court jes_tg;._He moves and he says
a few lines and then he‘will come back here and say a few more
and he will ‘be down in thé corher to say a_few more, just like

that jester, I forget the name, 1in a Midsummer-Night's.

Dream.

)R, PECKFORD: Bottom.

MR, WEITE:  Vhat is that vord again?

¥R. PECKTORD: . _ Bottom.

MR. SIMMONS: - Pardon? Bottom! How apt the

name, Parliamentary too.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

~

MR. W. ROWE: Who are you referring tosby the way?
HR. SDMONS: I am talking about the court jester,

the member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter). He keeps popping

around and sayine little sweet nothines here and there.

MR. W. ROWE: A cute little fellow.
MR. STMMONS: Putting in his little bit of poison.

He does verbally what the memher for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford)

does so well in writing. They are a team.

MR. NEARY: They should get together.
YR. W. ROWE: Poison.
MR. SIMMONS: Now, Mr, Chairman, the central issue

in this particular bill here, thie $150 million,is how is this

money going to be spent? Wellyyou have the word of thé member for
Green Bay (Mr. Réckford) who says it is going to be spent on the
widows,.on the welfare peoole, on the unemplOyéd. You know,

Mr. Chairman, we couia put that one to the test. If the Premier
would stand in his‘place tonight,andee'will give him until tomorrow
or Thursday for that matﬁer, and conld come in with a programme
showing how this $150.million is going to be spent creating jobs,

or on extra allowances for welfare recipients, then we will-vote for
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MR, SIMDMONS: the bill. -
MR. J. WINSOR: Not a copper.
MR. SIMMONS: We will vote for the bill if the Premier

"can give us a schedule demonstrating how this $150 million is
going to be spent as the member for Green' Bay (Mr. Peckford)
says it 1is going to be spent.

¢{R. HODDER:~ . He is not even going to speak in the

debate, the Premier is not.

MR. SIMMONS: . In the meantime, Mr. Chairman, you can take my word
if you want to,and I take it from the Budget, that at least $50 million
of this $150 million, at least $50 million of it is going to be

spent bailing out the government again on an interim basis for

two monumental blunders: Churchili Falls, and Labrador Linerboafd

aré costing the-taxﬁayers this year in interest alone between

$50 million and $60 million. That is ome third of it, Mr. Chairm;n.
if you want to know what we are borrowing our money for, thatis

what we are borrowing it for. That is what we are bérrowing it for,
that and the millions wasted in Public Works, the millions wasted

on Scrivener, the many other millions that are all coming to light.

MR. NEARY: His buddy arrived today.
MR. SIMIONS: It must be a frantic night. The Premier's

buddy arrived today. He is going to talk tomorrow.

AN HON., MEMBER: His former buddy.

MR. W, ROWE: ' . He 1s going to sing like a canary.
MR. SIMMONS: He is probably going to sing. Yes.
MR. NEARY: I thought you could not find him

to get a summons cle].iverfedz>

"MP. W. ROWE: Try to intimidate him.
YR. SIMMONS: I hope the Premier thinks tomorrow night

the song is és funny as he does tonight, that is all. He will sing.

MR. NEARY: Twenty-one years, boys, is a mighty long time.
PREMIER MOORES: " I hope he does sing. A few other peof)le

are going to sing, too.
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MR. CHATRMAN: _ Order, please! I believe the hon.
member 1is drifting away from Bill 56, I would ask him to continue.
MR. NEARY: Take her back to the point.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, I was just providing

- a little interlude for
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MR. STIMMONS:

I was just preparing a little interlude for
ny colleégue to sing a little éong'to the Premier who is in need of
allwof the humour he can get tonight. It is like being on the eve
of your demise with your best. buddy of yesteryear about to do some
. talking tomorrow in a -very public way, it ﬁusc be very much full of
pressure.
. Now, Mr. Chairman, I suppose I was drifting from

the bill. Mr. Chairman, if you buy the member for Green Bay's (Mr.Peékford)

version, this is all going to be spent on widows and the unemployed.

AN HON. MEMBER: New houses and everything.

MR. SIMMONS: v On the other hand, Mr. Chairm;n -
MR.J.CARTER: (Inaudible)

MR. SIMMONS: ) Oh, that is what bothers the member for St.

‘John's North (Mr.J.Carter). I thought it was something far more

serious that bothered the member for St. John's North.

AN HON.MEMBER: Short and two-faced.
MR, SIMMONS: 1 gave an either/or proposition a few minutes

ago. I said if the Premfer can demonstrate how this $150 million will
be spent on the widows and the un;mployed, the welfare people, I will -
vote for it. 1If 1t is going to be spent paying for the government's
mistakes on Scrivener? on Labrador Linerboard,. on Churchill, on the
Carbonear Hospital, I am going to vote against it. At éhe moment I am
leaning to the latter because the.evidence is monumental, and the
evidence is mounting, that this is going-to be spent to get the
government out of another financial jam on an interir basis. That

is my feeling, and it is shared very widely around the country. If
you can prove me wrong on that I will vote for the bill and very gladly.
I will vote for the bill if you can prove that this is going

to be spent where it needs go be spent, for the unemployed, to create

some jobs, to create
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MR. SIMMONS: . " to create some of the thousands of
jobs that the Premier promised hé would create
before he came into the Premiership six or seven years ago.
Mr. Chairman, there will be other opportunities to speak
on this bill. We see it , Mr. Chairman, this.borrowing bf]], we see it
as being - .

That is a new one, eh? There are all kinds of them

over there today?

MR. W. N. ROWE: What does that one say?

‘MR. SIMMONS: ' This says, "You are doing extremely well. A brilliant

speech.'' ' .

MR. W.ROWE: Keep 1t up.

MR SIMMONS: ‘A brilliant speech.-You have unlimited time.

‘AN HON: MEMBER: ~  Who signed 1t?
""MR. SIMMONS: I signed it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh: _
“'MR. SIMMONS: But I only have five minutes remainfhg,the Table

reminds me,so I shall just clue up for the time being. .

We have other opportunities. We see this bill,
Mr. Chairman, the Oppositionylet it be clear, the Opposition sees this
bi11 of all the money bi]lé, it views this one with a very particular
significance, and for that reéson we intend to debate this bill very
thoroughly until we understand what the monev is being spent for , We
will be lectured-and harangued and told ,  "you should know it is the
annual Loan BflT”and that kind of stuff. That is true to an extent.
But what is it this year that requires the extra $150 miilion? And
we want to know in some detail. And we are prepared to debate it at
length. And who knows, Mr. Chairman? Her Majesty may not have'the honour
of proroguing the House,although we would be willing to do that and
start a new session the next morning, but if she does not have the honour

of proroguing the House she can at least come and sit in and spend a few
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Mr. Simmons: brief minutes with us -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SIMMONS:. - because we might not be able to get down to the

‘cocktail party, we might be so busy here debating Bill 56 at that
particular time, July 27 after all is only three weeks away, and we
have been here, I think, ninety days today since we came back after
. Easte?—-wel],ninety elapsed days but not those many days in the House -
but three-months today since we came back after Easter, Soany three |
weeks spent in a good cause, Mr. Chairman, debating-a bill as important
as this one,I believe  is well worth it, and we may well have to do
iteSo,as I sayswe might not be able to profogue for Her Majesty, but
we would be-certainly glad to have her here to talk about an issue_
this important. Thank you. .
* SOME "HON. 'MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

" 'MR. CHAIRMAN: (MR. YOUNG): The hon. the Premier.
"~ PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Chairman, there is a great deal I
could say on this bill, but for the present 1 move that the Committee
rise, report progress, and ask leave to-sit again.
On-motion tﬁat the Committee rise, report progress,

and ask ledve to sit agaiﬁ, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair.:
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the‘Committee of the Who1e has
considered the matters to them referred and made some progress and ask
leave to sit again.
MR. SPEAKER: Thé Chairman of the Committee of the Whole reports
that they have considered the matters to them referred, and made some
progress and ask leave to sit again.

On motion report received presently.

On motion the Committee to sit again presently.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy.
. MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I move that the House not adjourn
at 11:00 6'clock.

MR. SPEAKER: . The motion is that the House not adjourn at
11:00 P.M.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. SPEAKER: ’ Order, please!

Those in favour of the motion please say "Aye".

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Aye. \

MR. SPEAKER: E " Contary-minded "Nay".
"~ SOME_HON. ' MEMBERS: "Nay".

MR. SPEAKER: : In my obinion the "Ayes" have it.
" SOME HON. MEMBERS: "~ 0Oh, oh!
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On motion that the House resolve

itself into Committee of the Whole. Mr. Speaker left the

Chair.
COMMITTEE .OF THE WHOLE
MR. CHAIRMAN: (Dr. Collins) Order, please!
MR. PECKFORD: v Bill No. 56.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. the member for

ét. John's West.

DR. KITCHEN: . Mr. Chairman, we have experienced
a number of tricks in this House so far, but for the Premier
to cut me off on the preéext of makingv; speech on this
surely must be the mést contemptible thing that has happened
in this House to date this'year.AhTo abuse his authority and
his ability to get recognition from the Chair, to make a
move like this has got to be regardéd as a. very low blow,
particularly since he does not.haye the slightest intention
nor does he have the guts to speak on this bill before the
House right now. .

I marvelled, Mr. Chairman, when
the member for Green Bay, the Leonidas of éhe North, who
stood at Thermdpylae with the fourteen great'peOple and got
slaughtered last Thursday, had the gall to come back and
ghallenge'us again. He will find out. And then the Premier,
the silent menace of the Tory Party, the silent menace who
does not have the guts to speak in the Throne Speech. He
cannot even defend his own proéramme before the House and
he is the Premier. What a man! What a bundle of nerve:

What a great philosophy, psychology-you can call it what you Hke!
I think the Preﬁier should go and do what he nérmaily does

and leave the House to the people who are grown up and can
speak for the people. He did not speak in the Budget Debate.

He cannot defend his Budget. Who is the Premier over there?

It is not the man who occupies the Premier's chair and does
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" DR. KITCHEN: not get up except to make

motions to stay all nighﬁ. What an interesting persoﬂ!

A man who cannot get up and speak and defend his programme!
He has to get numbér two and number three and number
seventeen up - numbef fourteen! I cannot go over fourteen
because they only have fourteen that they can &epend on,

Mr. Chairman. Ve}y interesting! Someday-wé will have to
make a little scroll putting the names of the';aliant
fﬁutteen up there and we will circula:; it around: 'Thei
stood by the ship.' The Premier was gone, they were all
gone pretty well. Even the Minister of Tourism was not
there that day. They were all gone. If he had been there

I would have felt that there was something there, bué he was
gone. A few poor souls there - they are going to have their
names in scroll. The Premier did not even speak on Nordsee.:
I can well imagine why'he did'not speak on Nordsee, the

m;n who had a fish plant over there and ran off. to Ottawa
and sold out and left ity went off to Ottawa to do a job
for thg people. He was going to do a great job for the
people of Bonavista - Triniéy~Conceptioﬁ and he conned us.
all into supporting him. How many of‘u; here supportgd him,
when he ran for Bomavista - Trinity-Conception gand worked
hard because we Ehought'he was -going to do a job? He has
not yet. ﬁe appeared in the House of Commons how many
times? How many times was he in the House of Commons?

How many days did he sit? - Fourteen? Fifteen? Sixteen?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: _ Oh, oh!
MR. CHAIRMAN: (Collins) Order, please!'

DR. KITCHEN: He did not sit at all because he
ran away.

MR. CHAXRMAN: © " Order, please! Order, please!

I do have to te@ind the hon. member that in-Committee debate
has to be pointedly relevant and we are on the resolution.

The hon. member.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
AN HON. MEMBER: You do not have the latitude -
DR. KITCHEN: Never mind the latitude! I am

interested in the longitude of this guy, thée dimensions.

I am talking about Nordsee, Sir,

because this is related to what we are talking about. We
are talking about loans and we. are talking about the ability
of.this govérnmgnt to spend ﬁoney, and I am sayiﬂg that the

record of the head of this government is such that the

people cannot believe him. Do a job in Ottawa! Is he going

to do a job with $150 million now that he is going to borrow?

Do a job?
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DR. KITCHEN: Some job! We know all about the

Premier's record in politics, one sad betrayal after the other,

and now he has not got the nerve, has not got the nerve to say

a few words on what his programmé 1s going to be or why He

wants the money. I think he should resign. Every Newfoundlander,
except the fourteen, the valiant fourteenywould like to see him
resign., I wguld Set 1f there was aisecret vote held over there,*

if they ever do hold a secret vote, he would not get one. *He

would not even get his own. $2.5 billion, Mr. Chairman, $2.5 billion -
just think, $5,000 for every man, woman and child in this Province -
that is what we owe, that is what we owe, $5,000. T hope we

strike oil. We will need to strike oil to get ou:.of the hole,

Some hole!$2.5 billion worth. - Looking back over the years we

can point to a few schools from thg previous administtation, We

have heard the litiny time after time after time the number of thihgs
that were spent, but what has been spent on this one, by this

group. It has been mentioned about the hon. group- sometimes I

wonder about some of the words we use and the meanings we attach

to them, Mr. Chairman, the Premier had an explosion up in the

Straits of Bella Isle, a $75 million bang.

MR. MORGAN: ) Even your colleagues are not listening to you.

.DR. KITCHEN: ; Boy,when the Premier has a bang

in Labrador he really dees it in style. $75 million doﬁg the drain.

MR. MORGAN: Listen to the real leader over there.

DR. KITCHEN: ’ And now he is»askiﬁg us for another

$150 million. Give that crowd, Mf. Chairman, give that crowd

$150 million, authority to borrow S150 million? Not fifty cents, Sir! ) -
Not fifty cents will I go for. I would not let them borrow fifty
cents because they have not shown that they can handle fifty cents,
or ten cents or one cent, not a copper, not a copper should they be -
entrusted with because they cannot bte trusted with money. They cannot

be trusted with money. It is an administration riqdled with scandal -

12312



July 4, 1978 Tape No. 5114 Ny -2

DR: KITCHEN: 7 enquiry after enquiry after enquiry before
the courts - and then they want another $150 million from the

people of Newfoundland through the House of Assembly to go and

spend some more to build other buildings and things, Not a cent,
.Mr. Chairman, not a cent will we ever give thenm, not‘a cent!
- We dare not give them a cent because we do not know what is

going to happen to it, not a copper, not a red cent, not to this

crowd. Now if the Premier wants to call an election and get the
confidence of the people, and if he gets in again and has the eenfidence of
. the pzople, and then 1f s;me qf us get eleéteﬁ ;e will probably hgbe the
duty. But he has to go to the people this time before'he‘gets

a cent from this side of the House- not a red cent,.ﬁot any colour

cent, not a cent. Their.record speaks for itsélf. Théir dedic#tion

to the job speaks for itself. I mentioned the fourteen. There

are people on the other side of the House who do a bit of work

from time to time. I know they do. But.I am speaking about the

Leader of the Government and his chief lieutenants. They do not

work. "They toil ﬁot neither do they spin.)! They do not do a darn

thing except play around; ome day a week into the House of Assembly,
into this Conféderationvbuilding. I clocked the Premier. I clocked
hiﬁ, From the time I was elected in Jume right on up until late

this Fall, one day a week. “And he was hgre two days this week, he was
not tl;tere at all the next week. How can you do a job, how can

you run a government when you are not there in the seat of power?
Occasionally you can do a few things away from the Confederation
Building, I realize that. But you cannot do the job upless you

aré prepared to do it and if.ydu are not prepared to do the job

you should not be over there. It -is time‘to give it up and get

some people there who do care for this Province, who do care for

the people, who do know what to do,

12313



July 4, 1978 Tape 5115 (Night) PK - 1

Dr. Kitchen: you have §ot to he in the House. You have got to
speak , Mr. Chairman, you have got to speak and defend your programme
and tell us what. It is no good sending up the Leonidas of

Green Bay(Mr. Peckford) or some number third string, You have to have
the fifst string up, the first pefson,_ and he has to tell us the
programme:  Why do you want the—money? What are you going to use it

| for? Why should we trust you with $150.million? The people of
Harbour Gracg could not trust you. The people of Bonavista-Trinity-
Conception could not trust you. The Conservative Party could not
trust you as President, the Nationai President;you ran away. John
Diefenbaker would. give you a chapter and verse on the Premier. Talk to
John Diefenbaker about him. I have talked to John~0jefenbaker; he gives
him a great_reference;' Some refere#ce.A -

EEEFIER MORRES: ' ' . “h?E,Pb°PF your references?

'DR:_KITCHEN: - 1 Tisten to
ﬁeop1e when théy are sitting in their House. I would listen to the
Premier if he would get up on his feet and make a speech like a man,
instead of running off, . CGetting up and moving that
the Committee rise.. . ..  Well, welll And getting the attention of
the Chair in order to do that cowardly thina when we all thouaht he was
going to get up and spgak."Yes,? he saiﬁ,“I am going to speak next.' Do
y;u want to speak,Mr.Premier?" ; sg@& to h}m.th,yes, I am going to speak next.'
He spoke next all right,Some speech. I hope chat(speeg&.1s“rgp95Fe4‘a§‘hi§ defence
of vhy he wants $150 million. I hope the press réports every éing]e word '
he saidl Every word that he said, every word that he uttered in defénse
of why he wanted to borrow $150 million this year. And 1f that
defense,.these words 5 can' convince the people of Newfoundland, then

let him have the $150 million. But there were no words, just a‘little
trick. A typical trick that we all know about, and it has got to stop.
'The people of Newfoundland will not be tricked-into lending this crowd any
more money. We are not going to lend them any more money. UWe cannot 1enq
them any- more money. We dare not lend them any more money.’

Look at the record of construction. Some of thisl
money is ‘going to be spent for construction, all sorts of'construction,'l

looked throughthe estimates while the member for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford)

.
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Dr. Kitéhen: was speakina and before,looking down through the
various extensions to the Buchans Hospital, for the Grenfell Association,
Western Memorial Hospital, community clinics, Generél Hospital, the
Janeway Health Centre, ofhers, over $6 million for hospital construction:
this year: 1 suppose soﬁe of this i§ going out on tender. But can

you trﬁst them to put out tenders any more? Can we do it? I ask you,
can we do it in the light of the scandal? And I say we cannot do it.

We dare not give them_the1money. We dare not.

Now we have to be realistic, and we have to be fair,
and we have to guard the interest of the people. And I submit, Mr.
Chairman, that we dare not, we dare not,with all the will in the world,
with all the will in the world we dare not give them a red cent, not one
cent can they get.

We speak about the psychology, The~prevf005 speaker,
the memher for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford) spoké about the psycﬁo]ogy of
the Budget. The psychology. It was resettlement psychology, whatever
that is: He speaks about the psychology. He speaks about philosophy.
This Budget, this bill, thfs borrowing policy that we are asked to approve,
there is no phi1ésophy to that. v There is no psychology to it. There
might be a bit of mytholog} to it. I can see what they do. I believe
what they do in the finance groupywhoever they might be. - it s not
the Premier, because obviously he knows nothing aboat it » they ﬁust get
a sheep or something or other and chop up the sheep and study the -
entrails, because that is about the extent of the philosophy that underlies
tﬁis»government. They do not know what they are doing. ~ Maybe they
consi1t Dr. Chase's Almanac or their horoscope to see how they spend money
or who they should give a contract to. I do not know how they do ft.
Nobody knows how they do it. But it i§ certainly not done well.

And Tet us Took at those financial - advisors, the
wonderful financial advisors. The government pays;peop1e to édvise them.
They hire certain firms to float their bonds and so on. And these great
financial advisors last year told them to close down Linerboard, ‘close
down Labrador Linerboard mill - at least they say that is who told them,

And T cornered one at a public . enquiry down in the Public Utilities
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Dr. Kitchen: Board the other day, and I asked him,"Did you.advise

thé government_to”close-down Labrador Linerboard mi112" "No," he safd, 1
was not party to that. Bat if I had been va5u1d have told them to close-

it down. " - And this is{a-ﬁerson who draws money from the'Puﬁlic Chest,

And NOW a year 1atef'they are trying.to sell itioff. I would like to
really know what happened in Labrador Linerboard mf]]. 1.would like to

know who is going to buy that mill. " 1 would 1ike to: know that -someone

who- is re]éted to someone who is. on the Advisory - Committee, who advised
them to shut it down,‘ ,_1; . Tooking for a cheap mi11. I wonder if that"
is what is going to -halspen? Is one of those companies yho were on the -
: Adviéory Committee to buy up that Labrador _L:Lnerboard.mill?

And are they going to get it cheap? Are they going to get a chgap mill?

Because if that happens, Sir, there will
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Dﬁ. KITCHEN:
be a revolufion'in this country. Tbere will be something very strange
happening in this country if anything like that happens because we
have had enough skulduggery in governﬁent and we have had enough
betrayed peoplé and wé are not having anymore of fhat. We cannot, -
we dare not have anymore of that. We have to have straightforward
- government, we have to have a Premier who 1is prepared- to put it on the .
line in the Hou;e of Assembly, the people’'s House,and speak to the
peOple,~speak to the members,ax_\d not just get in front of the television
set with a paid hack interviewing him as he smiles to the camera and
everything goes well. What a dishonest waylI do not use the word dishonest
in a - what a.deceitful way of getting to the people. You have to‘put
" your programme in.the House of Assembly you have to get up man-fashion

and defend it and not hide away, not hide away in the Common Room

when your turn is to speak, not go away on a little trip, not run off.
One_day a-week in the Houseyin the Confederation Building and let the
government go on,not when your elected to run the affairs of the Province;
Shame! Mr. Chaiman, the Premier,if he has any decency,would resigm.

Resign! Call a general election and let the people Hecide who they

want for Premier, let the people decidekf? us have a new House of

Assembly, let us all have a new House of Assembly and come back because
wvhat has happened in the past few ﬁonths here 1is that'the government does
not have the ttoopstfﬂutteenié what you havejthe rest you cannot depend

on. You cannot run a government, ?Ee ministers are run ragged, the ministers
that T know , the few over there who are conscientious are run ragged

trying to do théir job in the House of Assembly and to try to d§ theif

work as ministers. They cannot do it properly. Itis'very hard because

there is twenty here and there is twenty-nine over there and it is . =
very hard for twenty-nine to handle twenty. Very difficult. You need
more people, you need more muscle on the other side in order to
" handle what you-aré doing and in order to convihce me

vote for a $150 million loan, you are going to have to have a stronger

crowd over there, someone who can administer $150 million,
I have just, by way of diversion, picked up

a magizine called Wine Rack, and to carry on from the remarks that my
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DR. KITCHEN: | . from the remarks that my hon.
" colleague from Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir (Mr. Simmons) was making -

not really though - this is a magazine that is put out by the

Yewfoundland Liquor Corporation.and it has everybody's pilcture

in it. This {s a ProvinceAchat is in financiai shape

that is bad,and they publish pictures of all the-scaff. - I do not
knqw,where tﬁey distribute it ~advertise various amounts of liquor,.
this one rétiring and that one retiring. This is the sort of stuff
that you get from a large corporation making a boodle of money.

How does it help this Province to publish that magazine? It does

not help us one.dota, it does not help us a bit but it does cost us
money and this is what I mean by trusting fhat crowd with money. How.
can you trust them when they wasée money publishing everybody's
ﬁicture up in the Board of Liquor Control when they should not be
doing it, ?ﬁere is need of that; e¢ivil servants are paid, they do

not have to get ;héir picture in the paper every second day or every
second month. Thgre' is no need of tﬁis magaiine, :hetg is no ne;d
of it} Et does not.talk about government policy, it does not télk
about anything, it is just pictures. It is all unnecessary. And
whep‘I laok through this and I see the seventeen varieties of Screech,
or whatever it isyand how it is changing its form = big deal! Is this
wvhat this government is famous for,for changing Screech, for new

varieties of liquor? Is this the alcoholic government = the government
that is going to make even better alcoliol, going to seduce ever
more Newfoundlanders into being alcoholics? Is that what-it is for?

Is this what this magazine is for ., sell more booze to more

Newfoundlanders? If that is.what it is for then we should stop and think

about what we are doing; think about what we areddoing;becausg all we
are doing is making it possible, making it necessary for the Department
of Health, the Department of Rehabilétation and Recreation to come

out and pick-up the tab. On the one hand we are encouraging people,
we are encouraging people to drink,and we should not be doing that.

It is all right perhaps to tax people who do but we should certainly
not be enco;raging people to drink and certainly we shoula not bhe
wasting money putting people's pictures in the paper and at public

expense
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DR; KITCHEN: the profit from the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation

. should be going directly into revenue.and no part of that should be taken
over for fancﬁ in-ihouse publications with people's pictures in the interior
of the sco?es and bottle shapes and which wines are good, which wines are
bad and all'this old stuff. Thig is a pure waste of government funds and
whoever is in charge of the liquor store - I suppose he is out celebr;ting
nis anaiversary tonighg.yaybe the Wine Rack might be a good thing,but
tuis should certainly not bé something that we publish., I would like for
tbeAgovernment to look at all their publications and see how many of these
can be cut out. It is a small matter but I thought that at the first
opportunity I should get up and bring it to the attention of thé Housg.
There are many others too,I might add, not containing facts but containing
exhortations to drini and things of that nature, It is not the way the
thing should be; it is far from being what shouid be. 7

Now coming to these financial advisors, coming back to

them ag;in because it is very serious this question of who should gdvise
the government: Who should advise the govermnment on its financial,
proceedures? There is no doubt that we need some financial advisors who
are skilled in the money marketybut if a financial advisor has been
proven to be wrong-as was the case in thg Labrador Linerboard mill;, wrong,
dead wrong- then he should be fired, Get rid of him and get somebody else.
You cannot slip in a field like that. They made an error,-a gross error,
a sgrious error, so serious - well,}ou could only know how serious it was
if you had been over on the West Coast to see what was a great town suddenly
collapse. I have seen a great many towns collapse in my time. I have
seen Harbour Grace collapse~ that was the Premier's first mistake., I cannot
blame it all on him, that is true.I cannot blame it all on him but part
of it we can. Wﬁen he left and they sold out to the Lever Brothers firm,
they came in and they chickened out and they left and this great expansion
from fifteen - what was it? Harbour Grace had ;bout three or four or five
thousandVpeople,depending'on how much the harbour you take inj the plan
was to make it fifteen thousand people, these great elaborate plansyand then

she folded in, she folded inwards then and it collapsed when they took off
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DR. KITCHEN: because the price of fish went down in the
United States as a result of something or othef. And now he is expecting
us to get on with something else,but I believe that when a major plant
folds as a. result ;f bad financial advice that was given to this government
then the govermment should. look ét its financial advisors and hold them '
accountable. = How come you gave us this pad advice? wherever the advice
came from. How come? Give them a chance and theﬁ if they ;annot livé up
to it -pitch them out. We do not need advice like that and certainly we
should not be péying'for it and paying through the nose for it,too.
Financial advisors do not céme very cheaply ei;hef. It is a hard, hard
thing when you cannot get financial advisors to do their job as they shauld-
do it.

I want to say a word now about Newfoundland
and Labrador Hydro, the fat calf, the fatted calf, the prodigal son. We got
rid of one, One-ié going, the chief man; he could not stand the heat either,
He could not bear for his name to be mentioned in public so he took off.- Good
riddanceyI say, good riddance. Any person who i1s head of a government
or who is head of a corporation and cannot defend the pol}icies of that

government or corporation should not be head of that corporation or that

government.
AN HON. MEMBER: Who are you speaking about?
ORXITCHEN: I am speaking about the person who was head of

.Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro, who was the president, chief executive
officer, chairman of tﬁe board - you ﬁame it! - the person who was getting
all sorts of emoluments, the most highly paid person on the public pay-~
roll in the Province, Il think. I am not sure about that because thgre méy be
people tucked away that I do not know about,but the people that were open,
that was the most nighly paid person. I would like to find out,for example,
what the contract of thernew person might be,too. Is it more or is it less
or is it.the same? These things should bé tabulated; they should be part
of public policy. It is the right of members in the House of Assembly to
get the full story on the financial posiiion of the Province. What is the
point of hiding it away? What are we protecting by hiding these things away

so that they cannot come out? The

12320



July 4, 1978 Tape 5118 (Night) PK -1

Or, Kitchen: Minister of Mines and Energy talked about a contréct
or a proposal that he made to Ottawa. I asked him in the House for a
copy. ‘‘Urite mel . I'wrope him. He told me one had been tabled
two years before and that the other one was confidential. And he
keeps talking about this Proposal that he has made to Ottawa. Why
does he not table it? What is so funny about it? What is so
secretive about it? Why do these things have to be kept secrét?
Why do they not'ye shown and let the peoé]e know what the proposal
is-:s0 w; can all-go ito hat for it. Gee Whiz: It is-ro aood
telling me that it is the federal government who s the obstacie. How ¢n I
know unless I see what he is fighting for. If that is a good proposal
that you sent to Ottawa, and we see copies of it, aﬁd we agree with it,
then we will help you fight it. Ottawa is not for us. Our 1oya1fy and
your Toyalty iS to this Province. And if Ottawa is in your way,
preventing you from getting a good contract or a good deal on the
development of the Lower Churchill then tell us what you propose, and
if -we agree with your proposal then we hight very well fight for your
proposal, bublicly and privately.
MR. PECKFORD: Mo is this 'we'?
' DR.‘KIfCHEN: Thiswe* is this ;ide of the House of Assembly.
We will do that. Why would we not? We will do ' these thing;. But
if you hideé it away, squirrel it away, we do-not even know if you are
telling the truth. . We do not know if you are telling the truth that
you have got a proposal. I do not know if you got a proposai; Every time
we ask for it we cannot see it or get a éopy of it, so I presume'you
have not got one. Prove:it! Show us!

It is 1ike the Minister of Fisheries and his telegrams.
to Mr. LeBlanc. Thev have to be tabled. ‘We have to know them.
Normally you would trust a person when they say they did it. You would
say, yes. But Gee Whiz!The record of this government is such that you

have to have documentation, and even then the documentation is not very
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Dr. Kitchen: good.  We heard about a contract that we haq with

Mr. Dobbin. -We even had a copy of it. The Leader of the Opposition
’tab1ed a copy. The Premier's :signatures was on it; Frank b. Moores

was written on it. I saw it and it looks very much 1ike his signature;
And I saw Mr. Dobb{n's signature on it. I saw it. I cannot be sure '

it was his signature becadse I have never seen his signature, but‘no

one denied that it was his signature.

PREMIER MOORES: Can you control all that support you have around you?
DR. KITCHEN: But what happened was that the signature meant
nothing. We have Qot a crowd, Mr. Chairman, a crowd whose signatures

on a piece of paper have no meaning, and this is ;he crowd that expect

us to give them $150 mi]fion to go and borrow and pay 10 per cent and

11 per cent in the markets of the world, 10 per cent and 11 per cent

so that our children and our grandchildren and our great grandchildren
forever are-going to be paying off this debt so that we can trust you

to spend some more money. Not one red cent will we get some proof that
you need jt, and that we can trust you. We dare not, we dare not advance
any money, we dare not vote for any money. This House, every member here
who cares for this Province I believe that the Minister of Health has a
deep feeling for this Province - how can you trust that Premier with $150
million? That is something you ére going to have to square with your
conscience if you vote for this bill. Never mind what side of the

House you are on. That has nothing to do with this question. It

should not. This is your grandchildren and your great grandchildren,
this $150 million loan that Qe are going to be asked to vote for here

and you are going to have to answer to your.grandchildren on it. And

so are we all. Every single person is going to have to answer for this.
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DR. KITCHEN: We afe not going through a little ritual here,

where this one says, yes, and this one says, no. ~Every man has fo

answer to the people around him, to his electorate, to himself, to"his

fam}1y. This is what hoﬁour means,when you can look them in the

eye and say,"I did it, and this i; why I did it Not like the Premier,

the Premier cannot Took at us, he cannot get up and defend why he

wants $150 million. He does not know why he wants $1§0 million.
t'MR__LUNthﬁAN;_A~ . The reasons were in the estimates. You aré joking."

‘DR. KITCHEN: "He cannot tell us why he wants $150 mf]]ion;

We'can read the estimates, ‘but that does not tell us half enough.

It tells us very little. I have got it all written down here. What

does if te1l us? Health Sciences Complex $4, 789,000, What do they.

Qant to do with that? Who is going to get that? Another few bucks

for Scrivener to come back to the government.

_MR. LUNDRIGAN:™  You are only riow asking that?
"ﬁR.'KITCHEN: Is that what you want?  Never mind,I am asking
now.

I am telling you, Sir, we cannot trust you with

a cent, and we will not trust you with a cent.

MK PECKFORUT ™ yoi, had 75 hours in e estirates. You are abusing the House.

"SOME 'HON . MEMBERS: Hear, hear! "
DR. KITCHEN: This is what the House is for to make the points
to the |
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DR. KITCHEN: people. The Premier, if he had a nerve,
if he had a gut, if he had a word, a tongue in his cheek, if he

had anything he would not ask the Chairman to get up on his

feet and bump me off because he has got seniority. I was up

on my feet first. He got &p,lhe bumped me off. He said,

"I am going to speak." So I sort of laughed at him, he told

me he wanted to speak,vhe told me previously he wanted to spegk.
" So he wanted to speak, What did he want? He wanted to adjourn

the debate. He wanted to get back into the House so that then

he could have a little thing that would go on all night and all night
~and all night. This is the problem that we haye,you see, . this is
the whole question: When you have a éoyernment thét cannot be trusted ’
with a centy how can you trust him with five bucks or $10, or

$100, or $1,000. My gosh,I suppose we would not mind aAfew
dollarsswould we? But thev are not asking for $1,000 or $100,000

or $1 million or $100 million but $150 million, $150 million is
what they want to borrow. That is only small stuff because they:

are also going to tax us for~agother $850 million that we are

going ta have to pay in taxes.and then there is another few hundred
million dollars that thev are going to get from Ottawa. This crowd
spend monev? You cannot trust this crowd to spend money. You cannot

trust them to do anvthing; .
MR, W.N. ROWE: Are you going to hold on or keep

her going?
DR. KITCHEN: Keep her going. There is no rush.

We are heré all tomorrow and the next day and the day after and
the day after that, It is a wonderful bfll we are on. I
understand, ¥r. Chairman, that we can do now what the
government would not allow us to do in the estimates: We can

go over each item, item by item, and I am not going to speak for
the Leader or the House Leader, but my recommendation to them
might very well be this, that we do what we could not do, we
were not permitted to do -‘because there was no debate

on the estimates; we had to use tﬁe estimates to debate

the budget which had not been cailed. We did that, now

we can do the estimates in number 56, and that is what I believe
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DR. KITCHEN: we should.do, and then we will go

down through.

Now just to start her off maybe we

~will get a few questions going. ' I would like to know who is

going to get the contracts on those hospitals that are put

forward here. We have got $6,150,100; Buchans - $125,000 on

the Buchans Hospita]; who 1is géine to éet the contracts for that?

Are they going to be tendered?

MR. HOUSE: ;““ The tender is not overlooked.
MR. W. ROWE: Oh yes they do the tendering, o -~

_the pret§¥t~§f tendering.
DR. KITCHEN: ‘A Who are going to get thé tenders? -
Who are going to get the tenders? 'What about the We;tern
3emorial Hosfiﬁal, $1,800,000? Are you going to put the
Minister of Public Works, the present minister in on that,
a man who isgunfortuantelysunder a cloud? Is that what we are
going to d;? I think we should tidy up the act a bit Sefore‘ﬁe
can allow you fellowg to borrow money and to be trusted with
public money. Ycu camnot do that. hw;ﬁhe people
who administer the money have got fo be above reproach while
they are doing {t. We are not judging gﬁilt.; We are just §aying
‘that there are certain proper procedures that anyone in a civilized
society would go through and a person who 1s under a cloud stays
clear "un€il it ié}cleared up and then we go on through with the .
pr;cedure.
Community clinics - $400,000. Are
they going to be tendered or is it going to be in $10,000 lots .
or $5,000 lots like other buildings? 1Is that what we are going
to do, Give them out in $10,000 lots until it makes up $400.0007 ;
Is that what we are géing to do? Rental purchases - $1,299,100; 4
General Hospital Rehab ~ $500,000; Janeway Chil& Heélth Centre -

$1 million; Other, that is a good one, Other - $500,000. I presume
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DR. KITCHEN: the other is little bits, little
fuses, little pieces of electrical equipment and panels and

things; Maybe. I do not know what it is.

MR. C. POWER You sound like Roger Simmons.
DR. KITCHEN: It does not matter who we sound like,

the truth is there. The truth is there that the credibility of
this government is gone. There is no credibility. You have
proven that you cannot manage money, you cannot manage money.

You cannot handle it. You cannot handle it. The people do not
trust you with money and certainly;we will not trust you with
money., If we could trust you with money, Sir,vyOu would have

it, provided we agreed with your programme. But the main point
that we are trying to make here is that we cannot trust

you fellows-_uot all §f you, The Premier I am talking about and

his close associates. He is the person who puts the Cabinet

in.place. I am not talking about all the mewvers on the other side but

I am saying this, that you are there. it is vour resnonsibilitv

and you are going to have to answer to whatever you answer to.

Some people answér now, some people
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DR. KITCHEN: answer years later; they believe
in a different answering service. You answer to whoever -you answer
to, to your children, to your God, to whoever you answer to. But,
by God, in . this House you answef to us and you have not given

any iﬁdicatiéns; and particularly am I upset with the Premier

vwho will not get on his feet and tell! us why he wants $150 million
and to justify this and to flick out those members .of his Cabinet
who are inefficient and who are under a cloud. For the time being
flick'tﬁem out. - You have got-to do that. That is the way it is
done, that is the way it should be done. The people arermore
important than the party. It is more important to have $150
million properly administered. We have no money iﬁ this Province
té waste. I have a constituent, I k;ep mentioning this constituent,
who has not got a pair of shoes to go and look for work. The
fellow is going around looking for work with his shoes out, an

old pair of shoes with the taps out walking all over the ground
with his hare feet. And he goes down to the Minister of Social
Services and he says, 'Well, the regulations are such and such
you cannot do it." You go to the top civil servants - the same
thing. Another lady I know the plaster is falling down‘in

her ‘house. She cannot afford to put the plaster up and she is
frightened to death, éfraid it will fall down in her bed and kill
her , this plaster fourteen foot ceilings in the old part of

St. John's. The plaster 1s falling down. She cannot fix the old
ceiling; :she has not got any money, she is on welfare. Go to the
welfare, "Well, the way it 1s," says the bureaucracy and the
minister ', "We cannot pay for internal repairs. That is our
policy. We do not pay for internal repadrs." You do not pay

for internal repairs?" - '"No, we pay for external." '"Well, this'
is external. How can it be-external if it is internal?” "It is
external because the rain which came from the roof that you did

not fix two years ago has loused up the plaster and the plaster is

now in a very dangerous position in several bedrooms. Now will you

" fix it because it is caused by neglect on the outside?” Now that is
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DR. KfTCHEN:. ' the kind of rigmarole you to

do with the Department of Welfare. Now this is very important. Now the

reason I mentioned these. and we can give dozens and dozens and

dozens of cases of people-we talked.about students here for four _

or five days,an hour or so each. day’~ the. human plight of people

who cannot afford to do what they want to do and the misery! — Now -
for everybody._There are.three types of people in this Province right

now:there are the people who have never had it so good like some of -
the people opposite,never had it so good, never had so much money

in their lives, do not know how to spend it, take off, long trips,

go, great. When the Summer comes they jump and go back and forth.
Great. 1 am just as bad perhaps.But then you have another crowd

who cannot go anywhere.They‘can hardly get enough to eat .l know
families,not 50 per ﬁent_of the people but a substantial number,

‘not just one or two cases,who have no furniture in their houses-a
chair or two. It is unbelievable that in this day in age there can

be people living- decent péople,nothing wrong with them; decent
honourable people, straightforward people with children.and they have
no place for the youngsters to sit down,If one sits down the other

six have to stand up or sit on the flqor.

This is what is happening. And you want
$150 millionsuncontrolledywhere buddies get 1t, kickbacks ,this sort of
stuff,and you wonder why we have some difficulty in allowing you to
clue it all up in a few minutes and’ take off, have a bit of sport
for the Summer. I would not be doing my duty by the people who
elected me,and I would not never geﬁ elected again if I did not
mention theser points 1in this House.

I know people whom this rate increase -
you talk about MNewfoundland and Labrador Hydro-that is your organization! =
and Jewfoundland Light and Power too because that is the same as
a public company because we are payingjevery cent that they make comes
from the people of MNewfoundland. I would like to know about their
car policy,both of them.They told down in the inquiry-they did not tell

me the truth down in the inquiry down there in the Public Utilities
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DR. KITCHEN: ' Board. I asked them this
question. are those cars: there is a certainvnumber of cars
down. there that the vice-presidents have -~ each one of them
has ‘a personal car which they drive, they can take their

" children out, it is -part of the deal they can drive out
around, they can come tb work in it or they can leave

it. hame and come in a company car, it does not matter.

But they drive this car that is
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DR. KITCHEN: . their own personal car, That is in
lieu of wages. They do not get paid enough so they give them
this car. But I am not talking about that crowd. That is‘bad,
thaf is really, really béd but the point has been made time.
and time again, I do not want to prolong ;hgt one, but I ask the
.duestion; what about the oﬁher guys who drive around in company
' cars?'You'know,the fellow who takes i; home because he {s on call,
if he.is called in in the night obviocusly he has got to have a
car that works, and a company car; it makes sense when they explain.
My question té them was this, "But listen, can he go and drive around
his family during the day on his holidays in that car?" '"No."
"Is it ever done?" "No." Ohyno! Ask some of my colleagues that
question-ab;ut Newfoundlgnd Light and Power. It is the same thing.
1f they do it, because every dollar that they spend in company gas
is probably a cent or a fractién of a cent that is added on the bills
of the people in St. John's West or whatever district you are from,
and that is what is happening. I believe that the Minister of
Hines and Energy has got to look at these power companies. Never
mind'éloughipg it off on the Public Utilities Board. They are just
a bunch of overworked accountants,largely. They do not examine
what is going on. They only administer the policies that the
éovernment sets. I am not knocking them. They are doing the

best they can but we cannot in this House of Assembly, the Premier

nor his ministers cannot slough it off on a third party, an intermediary,

and say we have no responsibility. We cannot play this Pontius Pilate
game, For years, and it is still éoing on, it has been going on

in -education,'Blame-it on the DECs,' and I do not want to get into

the education bit now, but it is the same kind of a buffer that they
have been using in education. And I know you fellows did not create
thaé, it was created by somebody else, but it is there. It was there
and I am not saying we should do it, but we canﬂdo away with it

in this Light and Power thing. There is no need of it. There is no

constitutional provision here. I believe the rinister should look
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DR. KITCHEN: at this, the way cars are used

and the vay these things operate, every bit about it,, There

should be no wasted money ' by these public corporations because

every cent, every dollar; every hundred dollars wasted,up

goes the light bill in the district, a little bit, just a little

bit, and . every time the light bill goes up some widow, here is

the one that the minister was. talking about, some widow is finding
that there is that much less she.can buy to eat this week. And

with the price of meat - talking about the price of meat, let us

talk about the Department of Consumer Affairs. I have not made

a study of what the Department of Consumer Affairs doesyso some

of the things I will say may not be too appropriate}but what I want

to say is this, that if the Department of Consumer Affairs is not
doing what I think they should be doing then they shculd get power
from this legislature to do these things. And on the question of
prices, " how much price gouging is going on in this toﬁn?

I believe there is a lot of nrice gougine going on in the supermarkets
in this tom. I believe there is. And I do not know if it is the
provincial responsibility or the federal responsibilitv, I do not care
whose 1t is, I know the job is not done to the point where s&meoﬁe who
gouges should darn well pay for it. And when I look at some of the
profits - I looked at it in the Financial Post. I do not know if I should
sav this, Mr. Leader of the Oppositipn, but the Opposition Office

gets the Financial Post, right?

MR. W. ROWE: Rieht.
DR. KITCHEN: It comes to us and we can read it. Otherwise

I would not be able to afford to read it, but we read it. And we look
at the 300 companies listed this week, 300 companiessand I looked at
the profit margin for Dominion Stores, one of the most profitable
companies on a share earnings basis in Canada., Can vou imagine that?

It is a good company, I am not knocking Dominion Storees because prices
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DR. KITCHEN: there are lower than they are somewhere
else, but the fact i; thét the& are making unusgual profits and
I do not believe that tﬁev should be making»unusual profits in
this Province. When I pay $3.09 for'a pound of cod tongues

I know darn Well there is something wrong in the supermarket.

AN HON, MEMBER: . You should be out jigging,boy.
DR. KITCHEN: $3.09. I have mot got time. Our

job is here. Our job is not out jigging or playing golf or that
sort of thing, out fooling around. That is not our job. Our »
job is in this House watching the peonle's money and we have

$15d millién to protect and we are going to protect $150 million.

We have to protect it until you can prove to us that you can be
trusted with money. And I submit, Mr. Chairman, that the record

of this government on public trust and administeriﬁg.money

is pretty bad, is pretty bad. It can be a lot better. And I for
one am certainly not going to vote for this billﬂ There is no

way that I can vote fo? this bill. I would like to have a goverrment
which has a phildsop?y,that knows where it is going, that knows what

it wants to do and why it wants to do it. The ¥inister of Fisheries
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Or. Kitéhen: talks aboUtAaII of the capital investment he is going
in the fishery, but when I look at it I see'$12 miillion. What in
‘the world can you do with $12 million in the fishery? Nothing! If he
were to get up heré I would like ;o hear the Minister of Fisheries.
give - this is an area perhaps where we could.,'rbe,Minister of Fisheries,
as far as I know there is nothing surroﬁnding him, maybe he can make
"a very good case for an expanded proéramme. Iiwbuld be prepared to.
lenq:perhaps the Minister of Fisheries a few dollars’. ,I'think I would, - ,
-pr;vidind that the hnats were not nuf on'fender adﬁinjsﬁéred- v
by Public .Works; ghéf is one thing I would not want. But that may be
something, Lf’you can get up and defend your:programme and- tell us why
you want to borrow the—money, your capital” expenditures, put it on the-
line, tell us why, and we look at yoh, the minister who is proposing it,
we size you up to see if we can trust you -we cannot trust the Premier
becau;é he is in charge of the who shebang; he cannot even get up and
defend his policies.
MR;:CHAIRMAN: Order, pfeaseﬁ You have about half a minute.
“'DR. KITCHEN: Thank you, Mr..-Chainnén. I vi1l conclude my
remarks because I understand that it is possible for one to have another

few words at a later time.

" SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh,. oh!
DR. KITCHEN: Thank you very much.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. the Premier.
SOME HON. MEMBERS:  Hear, hear!
PREMIER MOORES: - After listening to the member for St. John's

West (Dr. Kitchen), Mr. Chairman, it is no question whatsoever as to

the reason why so much time is being wasted in this House. If there

was ever an illustration Af why more hospitals, and better medical care

is needed, I do not think I need go any further than to have some one
listen to what we just heard. The quality of -education certainly needs

to be studied. The fact is that tﬁeAhoﬁ. ﬁember for St. John's West

made a great many comments, Qbviously he cannot read the Budget, he cannot
use the estimates. The fact is that this sort of resolution has never
been debated to any degree in any House before. The Bucget and the

estimates are used for that purpose, but the Opposition in their use
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Premier Moores: of the time in the House,for whatever purpose
they see it for,obviously saw fit not to use the proper time to find
out the fiscal information regarding the Province.
Well, Sir, regarding the member for St. John's

West (Dr. Kitchen),I get the feeling that he does not really like me
very much. But then again, Sir, if we review the.history;and the
past.l suppose that is understandable. I remember, Sir, very well

the first nominating convention of Bonavista-Trinity-Conception when
he ran against me as the P.C. candidate for the federal riding. 1
remember in the Leadership Convention for the P.C.. Party when he ran
against me for that. It was at that stage, Sir, he began to be known
as"10 per cent Herb!  The fact is, Sir, in elected office the man
never got 50 per cent in his life. He had to have a three way vote
in order to get in.  And when he talked about my term as National
President of the party of Canada, which I resianed from tn come hame
fo Newfoundland because that is what I wanted to do,that is a distinct
difference than his careeripn a political party as president when he

was kicked out of that party both as president and as a member of the

¢

party.
SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
"~ PREMIER MOORES: . The fact is, Sir, the money is needed this

year, the reason is spelled out in the Budget, and it is there for all
to see. The Opposition it is all very well for them to say that

we want more roads paved in our district, V@ want more water and
sewerage in our district- and 90 per cent of the members opposite

have to come to me at one time or énother and said- I would particularly
Tike this road done in the district or this othertthing done in the
district- but then they say,'nn not -borrow money to do it; wave a wand,'
and they have got to make up their mind<. They talk about the debt that
this government has run up, and the fact is it was $900 million

when we took office, and if we never borrowed a nickel it would be
$1,800,000 today just in accumulated interest.

MR. PECKFORD: .One billion, eight hundred thousand.

PREMIER MOORES: One billion, eigkt-hundred thousand. |
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MR. PECKFORD: . $800 million.
"PREMIER MOORES: $800 million rather.

The fact is that that debt would have.doub1ed on its own,
but for pd]itical.reasons {t is so-easy to say,' You should nof have
bought back Brinco!'  Should we have bought-back Brinco?  The Opposition
say it was fhe greatest fai1ﬁre that this government ever had. I will
tell you, Mr. Chairman, why it was not. IWe.bought back the rights
on the water resources of Labrador so that in the future they could be
devé]bped for the people of this Province. and not he daveloped by any
private enterprise for monetary gain in any deals -with other provinces.

" SOME HON.'MEMBERS: _ Hear, hear.

PREMIER MOORES: ~ The fact is, Sir, that ~
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PREMIER MOORES: this was one of the probably greatest moves
by this government or any other government.thac will ever be in office
because, Sir, we were buying back.our heritage, buying back the water
rights. of our Province so'that they could never, .ever again be given N
away agai;st the wishes of the péople whicﬂ any . government will represent.
The fact is, Sir, that never in the future will there be any giveaways
unless the government directly does it. They will not be victims of
- Brinco.or anybody else ~ And Brinco is a good company,but when they have
dividends to péy, when they have profits to earngythe taxpayer of Newfoundland
is not their. first responsibility. The fact is, Sir, today whether it be
the Lower Churchill, whether it be Lobstick, whether it be any other
hydro development in Labradorynot ome of them will go ahead unless it is
for the benefit of this people.
" And ;ge member for St.John’s West (Dr.Kitchen)
is gétting worked up again, And here he was - not $100, not S}OOO, $1

million, $100 million! You were in the Cabinet too long;it got to you.

_DR.KITCHEN: Not a copper! Not a copper!
PREMIER MOORES: . It is nice to see Mr. Smallwood's prodigy, Mr.

Speaker, but with a great deal of less success, there is no question about’

it.
DR, KITCHEN: " ' I got you up on your feet.
PREMIER MOORES: No,Mr.Chairman, the hon. member did not get

me up on my feet, The hon. member for so many times was on the floor -
he does not know the difference when one stands naturaily and when one
finally makes it. The fact is, Sir, regarding Brinco and regarding the
Lower Churchili, the fact is, Sir, that these rivers, this hydro development »
and this resource in the future 1s mow controlled by the pgople of this

- Province and that is the way it should be. The fact is in Labrador Linerboard
millythe history of its conception and how it was developed is the sadest
story of financial spending in the history of this Province. I suppose
even: in the two months that the hon. member lasted in the Cabinet— the

unelected member of the Cabinety about the only way he would ever get in

12336



. July 4,1975 Tape No. 5123 (Night) . AH=2

PREMIER MUORES: ’ the Cabinet, Mr. Chairman, but the fact .is
that -

SOME HON, MEMBERS: ) - Hear, near!

PREMIER MOORES: He smiles!' He smiles!‘ Even 1if the

Opposition forred the governmenc; Mr. Ch;irman, I doubt even then if the
hon. member would be im the €abinet. However, having said that, Sir, the
fa;t'is that Labrador Linerboard mill, the wood costs and .the .method for
it were ill-conceived, the product hit a market at a time when it was-
very depressed, the fact is that the product was too expensive at the
time when the markets were very low. The future for the mill has got a
good chance. I do not think that there is any question that put in the
proper manigement.hands, put in ché proper perspec;ive_by people who do
want to make a profit,‘ and I do not think that isia bad Qord, given
the access to the wood to make sure that the supply is there, I do not
think there is any question but the mill ai Stephenville will get back
on its feet. W

Now,vSir, when we talk about why is thev
$150 million nécessary, as I said a few. moments ago members of the
Opposition, the me;bets on this side all want things dore in this
Province. The government's role really'is not to operate industry,
it is not to operate business, it is to provide service where private
capital can flourish within an enviromnment. Roads have to be paid for,
schools have to be paid for, water and'sewerage, health faciiities,
fisheries facilities, forestry facilities and all the other capital
projects that have to be done, That takes money, and to say that the
Opposition is not going to v&te for meney and at the same time'say that they
want certain things done, dMr. Chairman, they just cannot do both nor will
ﬁhey. The hon. member for St. John's West (Dr.Kitchen) said,"We will not’give
you authority to do." I know, Mr. Chairman, that he believes in angrchy
The only problem is that he believes in anarchy only if he is leading it.
I have said that before and it happens to be true. I think there are

., members on the other side who will agree with me.  The fact is, Sir, that

in the past there was mass misdirection in this Province,both industrially
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PPEVIEP. MOORES: where we saw more harebrained schemes, and I
think everyone admits them today, but Qe tried to build up an economy
based on things that we did not have in this Province. And in those days
‘the member for St.Johnfs West (Dr.Kitchen) was raving from the roof tops -
DR.KITCHEN: What happened in Labrador? What about the
$2 million (inaudible).

. PREMIER MOORES: - ravipg from the roof tops ghat he had to go,
" . Smallwood had to gé, and then bowed as bést he could and wﬁipped into the
Cabinet, the opéortunist to the last. But the fact is, Mr. Chairman, the
membe; for St. John's West (Dr.Kitchen) does have his problems in

his particular position.

DR.KITCHEN: There he is with all his faults.
PREMIER MOORES:: . However, Mr. Chairman, is it possible to ask

the gentleman to be quite even for bubbling moment?
MR.CHAIRMAN: (Mr.Young) The Premier requests to be heard in silence.

Let us observe that rule.

PREMIER MOORES: The fact is, Sir, that -
MP. NEARY: Are’ you like this in caucus meetings?
PPEMIEP MOORES: Some days. The fact 1s, Mr.Chairman,. that

we have seen in this House of Assembly - and I could go about
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PRUMIER MOORES: v the need for the money: it is in the
Fudget,it is in the Estimates and it has been talked about many times.
Wiat we have seen in . this llouse of Assembly for a couple of months
novw is thé abuse of the House, in my opinion for nolitical reasons,
the abuse of the system for pdlitical reasons and I suggest, Sir,

that whilst it can go on for z while it ﬁas to come to an end and
come to-an end quickly. Everyone should have a falr chance and,

Sir, there is a lot to be done, but the Opposition's behavior has
been obvious and someday I am sure when memoirs are written it

will be admitted even by them.

) Sir, as far és this government is
concerned the péople have to come first, not people who are power
hungry for the sake of power. That is not enougs, that is not enough,
Sir. The fact is power at any cost will not do. The hon. member
for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) and members of the Opposition talk
about -when the next election comes, and I can assure the hon. member
there was never an election won on a poll yet and when the tire
comes we will see who will lose. Because when the time comes, Mr.
Chairman, when the crunch comes do not think that the election is
going to be won by comments in this Nouse, by statements against
other individuals or vhatever the case may be. When the.time comes
we will be there, we will be there in spades. And the day we were
undervritten in the beginning by Yr. Smallwood was the day that
he found out that was a mistake. I suggest that, unlike some of ‘the
Opposition think, you are not annointed, you are elected and there are
two years or a year and a half before even that -~happens. DRut, r.
Chairman, we have seen an abuse of the House for the last couple
of monghs. Ue have seen everv trick in the book played and for
that reason right now, Sir, the hon. Leader from St. John's Vest
(Dr. Kitchen) - 'Leader'. Good God! - the president from St. John's
lest when the time comes to make his statement it will bhe nice to see
them have to make them without immunity as establishment. TFor that
reason, Sir, I move that the Committee rise, report nrogress and aslh

leave to sit again.
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On motion that the Committee
rise, report progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker

returned to the Chair.

MR. NEARY: What a coward! What a coward!
SOME HON . MEMBERS: Shame! Shame!
MR. SPEAKER: : ) ) The hon. Chairman of Committees.
MR. YOUNG: : v Mr. Speaker, the Committee have

considered the matters to them referred, have made some progress and
ask leave to sit again.
On motion report received and adopted.

Committee ordered to sit again on tomorrow,

MR. WELLS: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. member for Kilbride.
MR, WELLS: Mr, Speaker, I move that thi{s House

do now adjourn until Thursday, the sixteenth of November, 1978

at 2:00 P.M,

MR. SPEAKER: . The question is that the House adjourn
until 2:00 P.M., November sixﬁeenth, 1978, .

Those in favour 'Aye', contrary 'Nay';

in my opinion the 'Ayes' have it.

MR. NFARY: What a crowd of cowards!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please!
The House stands adjournéd until Thursday,

NHovember 16, 1978 at 2:00 P.M.

12340





