VOL.3

M0, 88

PRELIMINARY
UNENITED

TRANSCRIPT

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
FOR THE PERIOD:
2:90 p.m. ~ 6:90 p.m.

TUESPAY, JUNE 13, 1978



June 13, 1978, Tape 4305, Page 1 == apb

The House met at 2:00 p.m.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please!

000
MR. SPEAKER: ) The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to

direct the House's.attention to the fact thadt yesterday-
a very distinguished Newfoundland public servant in the’
person of Mr. Malcolm Mercer died.

He ,served for many, many
years with the Commission of Government in the Department
of Customs, subsequently joiﬁed Canada Customs in
Newfoundland and then was promoted in. his latter years to
a very senior position outside -the Province.

The late Mr. Mercer was a
native of Upper Island Cove. Hon. gentlemen will recall
that his son, Mr. Keith Mercer, served for several years
as Law Clerk of this House and presently is Assistant
Deputy Minister of Justice.

. I am sure hon. gentleﬁen
would wish to join with me in extending our condolences to
the widow and family of the late Malcolm Mercér; v

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, we on this side of

" the House join with the Government  House Leader and- the

members on the government side in extending our aeep
sympathy and sincere condolences to the family of the late
Malcolm Mercer, especially the .gentleman who sat in' this

House with us for a short while. I believe he is now

Assistant Deputy Minister in the minister's ‘department,

the Minister of Justice.
We would also, Sir, like to
extend our deepest sympathy to.the family of the late

Mr ., Mercer.
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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture.

MR. MAYNA#D: . _ Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to be able to announce today in conjunction with
the Honourable Marcel Lessard, Federal Minister of
Regional;Economic Expansidn, a»one‘year,extensioh to the.
Canada/Newfoundland Subsidiary Agreement of Forestry; an
extension until March: 31, 1979. This extension to the
original five-year agreement will permit the expenditure
of approximately $8.4 million in this fiscal year under
the joint agreement. This amount represents the balance
of $54.9 million that was agreed to be-spént by both -
governments on the development of the Province's forest
resources.

All programmes under'the
agreement,with the exception of the land acquisition
project, are cost-shared 90 per cent by the federal
governmeht and 10 per cent by the provincial government.
The land acquisition programme involved. the purchase of
some 500,000 acres of underutilized freehold land
and was cost-shared 50/50 by the federal government and
the Province..

The remaining. funds which
have been allocated by the Federal/Provincial Management-
Committee of the Porest Subsidiary Agreement will cover
expenditures in the following programmes:

Forest Management $90,000; Harvesting
and ‘utilization teqhniques $449,doo; Access roads $3,052,000;
Forest inventory $831/000;«Forest'protection‘$556;000;
Forest improvement 51;505,000; Administration $1.9 million
for a total of $8,431,000.

In forest management the bulk of expenditure
will be on the area of Managemént Plans and Surveys where
temporary personnelrwill be hired to carry out timber

cruises in order to better define the timber volume to be’
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MR. MAYNARD:- cut in order to maximize
utilization. 1In addition regeheration surve§s will be
carried out.

In the érea of Wood -
Harvestingnénd Utilization, the programme of trials for
removal'of timber from stiep.sloées using cable logging
technolégy will continue.: The objective of the programme
is to adapt this logging technology in Newfoundland

conditions.
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MR, MAYNARD: There will be two machines used

which are described in the statement.

. Crews to use the machines will be
trained in Mav-or have been trained in ng. Onerations are
erpected to start this month_and a.forestry engineér has been
assigned to each machine. -

The nrograrme of integrated

logging will be continued this vear. The objective of this
vrogramme is to more fully utilize the forest resource by
ensuring that the lzrger trees are used for sawlogs and smaller
for pulpwood rroduction. This programme will increase the
level of forest utilization and the avallability of sawlogs to the

sawmilling industry but at the same time ensuring the continued

economic sunply of pulpwood to the pulp and paper industrv.

Studies are also plamnad to determ
the ortimum size for sawmills in the Province, as well as to examine
marketing problems and potentials for the sawmillers. Studies on
improving tha savmill designs toc suit the local conditilons will
also be continuad.

Trials oz ?hole Tree Chip?ing,
which i3 concerned with the utilization of the entire treez
above txe stump, will be carried out to establisa the coéts:and

productivity levels and to determize the use of chips preduced

5y this mathod.

The trials curing 1%78-7% will te

conductad on converting the hardwood inte chips which will Lz
usa2d to produce ensrgy to replace imported oil for staam

seneration into pulp and paper industry. Tihe same ccrncept

can be extended for using the nardwood and softwood vhole tre
£

[

ufacture of pulp and paper.

chips as raw material for the




June 13, 1978 Tape No. 4305 W= 2
TR, JAYNARD: as well as providing access into some

of the curreatly remote timber stanas in lecalities removed from
areas in need of salvage but whici: require access to timber.

This year's work will comsist
of the completion of 32 projects étarted preQiously, the
commencenent and comp;atipn of 13 new road projects as well
as a major effort to upgrade or replace approximately twenty
oridges to bring them up to neavy industrial'or cormmercial
traffic standards. Most of the new road projects will ba .
in the Clarenville, Lewisporte, Zale Verte, Nerthern Peninsula’ arsas
oflthe Province. These new projects will total some 28 miles
of road comstruction. .

Under forest inventory, the funding
will permit the continuation of tae Management Inventory programzé.
¥ine thousand line kilometers of colour aerial photography
of Western and Central Hewf0undland will be acquired during 1978
for the appraisal of timber stands. In addition, 3,000 line

kilometers of special infrared paotography will be flown for assessing

v budworm killed timber. During the comming Summer field survevs

will be carried out in Central ¥ewfoundland to collect field data
and to assist in the preparing of forest type maps. In collaboration

th the opulp and péperlindust:y, a start will Le made on the
establishment of a network of permanent sample plots to monitor
trae growﬁh on a Province-wice basis.

In Forest Protection, funds have been
arovided to compleie the purchase of the Province's seventh water-

homber. Proviszion is also made to completa the installaticn of the

island-wide VHF radio teleplicne systenm for forest fire protecticn

E:

and sﬁppression. This will give adequate communication to all
productive forest areas.

In Labrador, the programme will provide
an aircraft for aerial surveillaﬁce for forest fire detection vhich

will give adequate protectien o that nart of the Province.
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R, MAYNARD: In addition to offorts in
Forest Protection, there will be significant effort made
towards *he nroblem created by major iﬁsect and discase
rests of the forest. 1In particular, funds will bte available
to enable the Province to keep constant liaison with the
Canadian Forestry Service and the forest industry to monitor
_outbréaks, assess tree ;onditions and damage. This information -
=111 then be used to develop latrpe scale éalvage programmes
ané plans for major ;ontrolvstrategies.

In the area of forest improvement,
several activities will te undertaken and these include: Reforestation,
Pre~commercial Thinning, Site Reclamation, Christmas Tree Nemonstration
Trials end Centrol Burning.

- $575,000 has been allocated to the
4Reforestation_2rograame in "73-'7%, Duringy this period, development
of the Wooddale Nursery will be largely completed and aéditional

- land areas will be clearad for growing scedlings. At present,
therc are approximacely 10 million tree seealings zt Wocddale
with 3 million scheduled for outpiaﬂting during the 1931 field
season. The fount Pearl Creeanlouse Nursery ié scheduled to -
produca approximately 250,000 container tr2e seedlings this

yeawx,
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MR. MAYNARD: ) while a smaller size
greenhouse nursery will be completed at Goose Bay. In-

addition, two pieces of scarification equipment will be

-tested at various. locations throughout the Province.

The precommercial thinning
programme that began in 1971 .will be continued and
expanded in 1978. This prbgramme is aimed at reducing
the number of trees per hectare so as to increase the
growth rate-on the,remaininé'better quality trees.
Approximately 3,200 hectares will be treated in this
manner and the totai cost of the programme is $600,000.

The Site Reclamation

programme was designed to bring back into -production those

areas currently occupied by undesirable or nén-merchantable

trees will be continued. Approximately 243 hectares will

be made ready for planting -in 1978-79 for a total cost

of $300,000.

A project to demonstrate the
feasibility of producing good quality Christmas trees ffom
young balsam fir stands will be concluded this year. In
addition, trials will be conducted to assess the
practicality of using Controlled Burning to reduce the
slasﬁ content on cutovers to facilitate planting. The total
cost of these projects is $8,500.

" Both oﬁ us, the hon. Mr.
Lessard and myself,were very pleased to be-able to
announce the extension to this agreement and‘i would say,
Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, that we are already into very
active negotiations for a second five-year forestry
agreemenf which hopefully will be able to conclude. by the

time that this extension runs out in 1979. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. the member for Windsor -
‘Buchans;
MR. FLIGHT: ‘ Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaking on behalf of-Her-Majesty's Opposition, we.on -this

side. certainly welcome the statement made by the minister.
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MR. FLIGHT: It points out again, Of
course, the dependency we have on Ottawa, $8 million,
ninety to ten.

MR. NEARY: If is a joint statement made
by -the minister. o

MR. FLIGHT: . .It is a joint statement and,
of course, the minister is defending and bragging about
the 10 per cent that the Province put into this $8 million.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I suspect
that Ottawa puts in the money but the provincial Department
of Forestry.decides how they are going to spend it. I am
going to take a second, if I may,ito.whip through this,

Mr. Speaker. I have noticed that in forest management -

I do not know if the minister can answer .or not but I am
wondering if any of the funds designated for forest
management under thié programme, this $8 millioﬁ programme,
is going to be spend on Price limits or Bowater limits?

I am wondering if in the theory of putting all saw-log
materials to sawmills as.opposed to going to the mills, if
ﬁhis province has started discussions with Price (Nfld.)
and Bowaters for that kind of a programme, a programme
that would see all our saw-log materials go to the mills,
lumber mills and the surplus, which would be more than the
paper companies would require anyway, the surplus going to
the pulp mills?

It has been talked about long'
enough, Mr. Speaker. Most of the sawmills in Newfoundland
;oday are down,; shut down; and the reason. they are shut down,
there is no other'réason in the world except the timber is
not available to sustain their operations and Price (Nfld.)
and Bowaters refuse to allow them access to ‘their timber

limits. And until the minister takes a position on that

. with Price (Nf1ld.) and Bowaters, that they will indeed

relinguish limits to support our sawmills, then he can

spend all the money he wants coming from Ottawa and he will

. , - 9993
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~ MR. FLIGHT: 4 not solve the problems of
the sawmill industry in this Province.

There is some reference to
the fact, Mr; Speaker, that the papermill companies are
now talking about, and this may be a new‘theory, talking
about using hardwoods for steam generation. In other
wordshvoil is getting so expensive they are looking at
generating steam and providing all. their heating
requirements with hardwood. - Well, let me ask, why do
they not do it with softwood? .Why do they not go into
the stands that are dead.now, moribund or dead,.the five’
or six million cords welafe talking about, and salvage
.that and usé it - we may find a market two years down the
road for our hardwoods - it is dead anyway, it is on
éheir limits, why do they not burn that instead of cutting
our harawoods and'using’it for steamlgeneration? It is
a possibility if they are so interested in salvaging the
budworm killed timber.

The access roads, Mr. Speaker.
I would.like, and there is another situation with access
roaé§, most access -roads built on company limits.the.
contract goes ﬂbrmally to the paper companies, why.is that?
Any access.roads built.by a contracﬁor in this Province
creates jobs, access roads built by the paper companies on
their limits do not. create a new joB. I am not convinced.

that they are subject to any type
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MR. FLIGHT: I am not convinced that they are subject to a type

of inspection. The only people who abuse the roads anyway are the paper
companies that are building them, and I am not too sure, Sir, Price

(Nf1d.) or Bowa;ers do not bid on the Trans-Canada Highway. He will not get
any bids from Price or Bowaters on the Bonavista Loop Road or the Great
Northern Peninsula Road or the Trans-Canada,so why should we accept bids

from them on forest access roads? And; Mr. Speaker, we are building

‘access roads. We built access roads last year and there is no indication

that the access roads we built last year are going to be used for the

purpose of salvaging timber or harvesting timber this year. So

’

' Mr. Speaker, on this forest access road situation, I think the

whole -area needs to be taken a look at. Price (Nfld.) loves to brag
about the fact that the Province has never funded access roads. Well, we

started funding them on Price limits last year, and there 13 no evidgnée

at this stage that that road we funded to the tune of three or four m;(_lli.on

dollars is going to be used for the purpose of cutting this year. It may

‘indeed, but there is no evidence right now it will be, and that presumably

was a road built to salvage budworm infested. Now, Mr.

Speaker, $54 miilion have been spent under this agreement, so that means
that Ottawa funded about 346 million ovér the past four ye}rs. We knew
about the budworm problem in this Province. 1In 1971 the infestation

becaﬁe.very apparent. The signs were there that we would be in for an

"épidemic. One could wonder what would have happened if the hon. Minister

of Forestry had decided that I am going to use the bulk of'that $54 million -
never mind the administration,“'never the mind the Christmas tree special,
never mind experimenting with cutting timber off of slopes. Price and
Bowaters in this Province have been cutting for fifty years and they have

not worried about salvaging the timber on the various slopes. If it is

not economical to cut, tﬁey-ate not going to cut it. And the minister can
bring in what forestry equipment he wants and run tests on cutting timber

on slopes of rivers or on steep“land! if it is not economic for Price or
Bowaters,:they are ﬁot going to take advantage of it anyway. So, I do

not know what purpose it really serves unless-the minister canvstand up and -

that he has got a commitment from Price or Bowaters that they will use
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MR. FLIGHT: ) that equipment if the government proves it is a good
. T investment. Right now the Newfoundland government 1s too free with the easily

accessible timber with Bowaters and Price for Bowaters and Price to even be
concerned about gettix_zg into the Atimber cha_r. 18 far removed f_rom the mills
ot that is in any way inaccessible. They will never go in Lloyd's River,
o Lloyd's River valleyy those kind of areas. Price (Nfld-) is not going -
. to go in and cut that wood while we are prepared to
_let: t':hem keep the choice limits in thisg Province;‘ so ‘that ‘could well be a
waste of. money' unless the minister is prepared to tell us that Price
. - .(Nf]:d..) énd Bowaters have ’agreed to use that kind of logging equipment
‘ ) if it pans out. So, Mr. Speaker, given the state that our forests are in
'right now, given the totaleabsolute lack A‘of forest management being practised
. on Bowater and Price limits, some’ o'f the programs listed it'l this that .haVe
., : been approved by Provincial Govemlment- is a waste of money and is not
recognized in the priori'ties. Better to have taken the whole $54 million
on recognizing that we were about to be faced with the kind
of a problem we got right and now and to have spent it in preparing our

@ forests and protecting our forests against the kind of budworm infestation,

the kind of an epidemic we are facing right now. So, Mr. Speaker, one

can go on and on. I notice that some of the $8 million will be

spent on funding of a water bomber. I wonder was Ottawa aware of '

.. the kind of shenanigans that went on with the purchase of that water bomber?
There is an old saying in Newfoundland:'Whoever pays the fiddler, calls the
tune.. .
AN HON. ﬁEMBER:- Agreed that they pay gp per cent.

9 . MR. FLIGHT: ) Yes, but I wonder have they been aware

up to now about the shenanigans that went on in buying it. Maybe someone
needs. Mr. Speaker, maybe someone needs to make Ottawa aware of the way
their money is being handled in the purchasing of water bombers and that
. kin;i of thing. They may have been able to save themselves half a million
dollars, and‘ that with another half a million dollars we wou'ld have had‘

to build access roads or kill some budworms. Now, Mr. Speaker, in forest
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MR. FLIGHT: . improvement - here is a direct question for the

* .
minister. It says "In the area of forest improvements, several activities

will be undertaken and these include: reforestation, pre-commercial

. thinning, site reclamation- and never mind‘the Christmas tree demonstration,

] that is justAjuﬁks and controlled burning. Will any of that activity take

place on Price and Bowaters limits?

- 9897
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MR. FLIGHT:

That is the only question, Mr. Speaker, that is important
to the forestry in this Province, because if this is
going to take place omn Crown limits, forget it. Most

of the sawmills_that aré shut do&n, certainly in ny area
of Newfoundland, are shut-down because there is not
enough timber to sustain their operation. 1In other words;v
we have cut outselves out. Ihe Crown land limits around
.the Central YNewfoundland area been cut over, the cut

‘1s in, there are no logs left. So what is the point of
talking abgut‘forest management, thinning, reforestation,
site reclamation, on Crown lands in thi; Province when
the bulk of thé timber producing area of Hewfoundland is-
either in one way or the other owned by Price (Nfld.)

and contfolled'either by freehold‘grant, by licence

or by timber limits?

MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please! I must point out
to the hon. gentleman that 1if our procedures under
Ministerial Statements are to remain clear and not becone
ambiguous or clouded, one of the requirements is brevity,
and that an hon. member replying may make brief comments.
I am certainly not going to define 'brief'. The sensible
approach there is that 1t has to be in comparison Qith
the length of the statement. I usually understood that
to be that the reﬁly should certainly not exceed half the
iength of the statement -~ certainly should hot exceed the
length of the statement. We are now at the point where
it equals the length of the statement. So I think certainly
it ;hould be less long than the statement to which 1t is
a reply.

HR. FLIGHT: Thank you, ir. Speaker, I will
wind up very quickly now. What I have said has been said
manys a time. iy problem is that we are having a hard

time getting through to the minister.

5 . 9998
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MR. FLIGHT: And maybe Ottawa in funding

these projects 90/10 should have a little more to say
since it is obvious, Mr. SPeaker, in view of the mess

the forescs_are in in this Province, that up to this
point we have done nothidg oﬁly dance to the jig of the
paper companies. There is absolutely a total lack of
forest management. totally dand absolutely on the paper
companies! limits. All the timber in Newfoundland that

we are talking about is om their limits, so spending

$54 million in the last five years should have been
directed to corfﬁcting that situation. And‘in responding
to the minister I would suggest to him that the next
agreement he signs with Ottawa for monies to be spent on
the forestry, that the problem that we are talkiné ;b;ut,
the problem on the paper companies' limits, the problem that
we have to spend our moneyvin the way that wiil improve
and protect the forestry of this Province, because up to
now it has not been done. We are grateful for the $8
million, Mr. Speaker, and we Qould hope that the ainister
would use a little more discretion in the way he spends

the next $8 million.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Presenting petitions. Presenting

Reports by Standing and Select Committees.

AN HOW. MEMBER: Yo.

“MR. SPEAKER: Does the hon. gentleman have leave to revert
to petitions? Agreed!

PRESENTING PETITIONS

MR. FLIGHT: Mt.'Speaker, I rise, Sir, to present
a petition, probably one of the biggest petitions pres=znted

in this session in the House of Assembly; and it is in
connection with the épray programme. It is a petition that
comes from the Gander area, and altlough it was on very
short ﬁotice, I. wvant to tell the House that I diq notify

the member for Gander, the hon. ninister, that I was
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YR. FLIGRT: going to present a petition.
And, Mr. Speaker, I will read the prayer of the
petition. 1t says - and this petition, by the way, is
signed by 3,400 plus people -

AN HON. HEMBER: How many?

MR. FLIGHT: ~ 3,400 plus - "Because the spray
programme will not wipe odt the spruce budworm and there

is evidence that the budworm will be controlled by natural
means, and there is a lack of research on the environment
and health effects of the chemical,_maéacil, that 1{s being
used, we, the very concerned citizens of !ewfoundland,

ﬁrge the government to reconsider 1ts decision to spray

the spruce budworm with matgcil‘until more research has been
done concerning the effects on human health.'

Now, Mr. Speaker, in rising to .table
this petition and to support 1it, it has become very clear
now, the issue of the budworm in the Province is broken into
two areas; one is the concern whether or not spraying will
indeed have an adverse effect on the budworm, whether indeed
it will do aﬁything to counter thé infestation and protect
our forests, And we only have again, as has been said so
often, to look at other provinces that have had a spray
prozramme for twenty-five years and they are worse off now
than when they started. So that is one'area. But then there
is another area, and probabl} a more important one. Feople
are becoming afraid of the long-term or short-term effect
tﬁat the chemical, matacil, will nave on their well-being
and on their health. And every day, Mr. Speaker,lthere afe
things being publicized, new facts are comihg out that add
to that concern. And I would think the basis of this
particular petition, Mr. Speaker, is thatvparticular fear.

.

I cannot understand the government being so adamant.

v

,
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Q. FLIGHT

They have decided to spray water supplies. There is no way, 'ir. Speaker,
and the ninister knows it; that you can spray within two miles of Cander
Lake and not have some of the spr;y under &rift sitﬁations land in Cander
Lake or on town of Gander itself. I do not understand, if a spray programme
is absélutely and totally necessary, why it is they are so headstrong and
adamant and will not ccuncede to responsible requests that, "You do not

spray our towms and you do not spray our water s?scems.” Mnd, Mr. Spezker,
this is the basis of this particular petiticn.

Another fear is coming in here, Mr. Speaker,
and that great statement that the minister just gavé is a fear that we are

. going to spray this year; there 1s no evidence that the Government is
looking at anything else other than a s)rzy programe. *e may become
Qgggndanﬁfpp‘é spray programﬁe. There is no evidence that tﬂey are going
to institute forest management programmes or things that will allow
.\Eewfound'land to withdraw from the spray programme. There is a very great
danger that the paper companies and the Govermment will see spraying as
a panacea and will go>on. If the Government is in a position next vear to
"say that the egg count is dovm, whether it goes dowm na;urally or as a
.result of the spray programme they will claim success and we could go on
into another spray programme,and another spray programme, and locked in,
and become dependent upon a spray nrogramme,

Mr. Speaker, it is a fact and it carnot te
denied; the directions on the can - Listen to this and would it not
frighten you to death, !r. Speaker?=- 'Do nqé hreathe'  ow these are
the directions on the can at Cander Airport, Do not breathe vapours or
spray mist. Feep all unprotected persons out of the operating area or
where there is any danger of.drift.f Yow, Mr. Sneaker, you cannot spray
in this Province withir two or three miles of a town and be sure there
are not people unprotected in that area. We ére spraying with a chemical

(23

we know nothing of. Ye will all know two or three years from now. We
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“R. TLIGHT: are being guinea pigs. The peonle of
ilewfoundland cannot understand that and they are going to petition the
Covernment by the thousands to sgop that spray programme Or,

select 2@ chemical that at least we know of the dangers that lie

in using it.

¥r. Sneaker, time is funning out and I

implore Government to comsider ‘some of the préyérs of the petition,

" some of the wishes of the people of Néwfoundland,- By way of

th‘e-people who signed this petition -this is very intgrestiné o note
Glenwood is totally, as the minister knows, depéndent on the forestry

of this Province, and the only people in Glenwood who refused to sign
that petition were company management people, the only people,ﬁhb refused
to sign the petition.

"So, Mr. Speaker, my time has fun out.

I support the prayer of the petition and lay it on the table to the

minister to whom it relates.

MP. SPEAIRR: Hon. member for Laloile.

IR, MNEARY: Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure

to support the.petition so ably presented by my colleague, our spokesman

on Forestry and Agriculture, Sir, on behalf of 3,400 constituents in.the
Community of Gander and surrounding area. I congratulate the‘hon.vgentlenan,
Sir, for oringing the netition before the House.

This is the crucial weel, *r. Spealier, as
far as the sprav programme is concerned. As soon as the mihistér gets
favourable weather conditions, we understand that the poisonous chemical,
watacil, wi}l be squirted around Qarious part so of the Province, and the
minister savs that his political life is 05 the line. ell, Sir., I would
ratiter go to bat for the lives of.SZS,QOO Mewfoundlanders than I would
for the hon. gentleman's political life. I would sav to that, "Mogwash™

and "So what?" ‘ir. Spealer, the hon. gentleman has been rmaking a

10002
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IR, UTARY: econtradictory statement wherever he goes

in thZs Province saving that'chey will not sprav wher the wind is 0vér
five miles an hour, and the peoole who are doing the spraying sav

anhere from four to:twelve miles an hour.- And .I want to draw to the
attention of the ifinister of Justice that his colleague, the inister of
Forestry and Agriculture,is breaking the Proviﬁcial Pesticide fountrol Agf,
and the minister should do something about it, that states that every
nerson who lreeps,stores or transports a pesticidé, orlherbicide, shall ‘o
so in a manner that ensures that tWe special precautions, or warnings,

on the label of a pesticide, or a herbicide, ﬁackage, which 1is marted
'noison', or witli the symbol of the sliull and crossbones, comply with their
o' laws and publiﬁh the warnings in full. And here, r. Spealer, on that
barrel is & slull and crossbones, and this is a “erox copy of the label
that I have in my hand, g_skull and“§;9ssbones, ﬁarked, 'Danger - Poison'

and that is contrary

10003 .



June 13, 1978 Tape 4311 GH-1

MR. NEARY: to the new provincial Pesticide Control Act,
unless the Minister advises every citizen of this Province to dangers of
that chemical and the dangers of some of them were just ouf]ined by my
hon. colleague there. The dangers are Harmful if swallowed, inhaled or
absorbed through the skin,.do not get in eyes, on skin or in clothing,
do not breath vapous or spray mist. Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
tells us that there is no danger' involved in matacil, and this is taken
right off the barrel and a ;eroxed'copy of the label on the barrel --the
warning being put out by the chemical company. - do not get in eyes; if

spilled on skin, wash immediate]y with soap-and warm water. Well, if you

" are out in the country, if ybur kids are out camping and¢ they are going on

a little hike, Cubs, Guides, 4-Hers,-all over this Province now, ready to
go this week, next week, to go out in the country. How are they going to
get the warning -that the spray plane is overhead or three or four or five
miles away and the spray is'going to drift in over their 1ittle bodies?
Mr. Speaker, I think it is a crime against the people of this Province.
And I think the minister should stop it immediately,-Sir, stop it now,
before it is too late. I want to congratulate, Sir, [ want.to congratulate
the anti-spray groups of Gander, Glenwood, Springdale, St. John's,
Stephenville, Grand Falls, Corner Brook, Conne River and other communities
affected by the spray program that have put out a little information
piece todays nut out this warning to the people, and if the people of
the Province want fo get a copy of this they éan write their M.H.A.,

they can write me or teiephone me or write any M.H.A. on this side of
the House. . I suppose if they got“fn touch with the minister's office
they might even get.a copy of this. But I want to congratulate.these
groups here for putting out the only piece of information,; the only
informational piece that is avai]ab]é ‘to the people of this Province.

The rest of it is_al] propoganda and jargon that is put out by the
minister's department. At the bottom it says,"Please write or phone

your M.H.A. or the Miﬁister of Forestry today and demand this information.
The life you save may be your own". I ask hon. gentlemen to think about

that before they go ahead with their spray prograﬁ tomorrow or next day.
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MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Conception South (Mr. J. Nolan)
followed by hon. member for Terra Nova (Mr. T. Lush). ‘

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition

so ably presented by my hon. ffiend from Wipdsor-Buchans {Mr. G. Flight).

We are now in a situation whereby we are about to start - when does it start,
incidentally, exact]}?‘ .

AN HON. MEMBER: _ It was supposed to start Sunday but it did not

get favourable weather conditions.

MR. NOLAN: . Alright, so it might be spraying today then?
AN HON. MEMBER: ~ It could be spraying anytime. '
MR. NOLAN:, It could be spraying now.

MR. NEARY: : " They have got these big bombers -

MR. NOLAN: . Now, we are supposed to be on this side

politically ambitious but we are not so politically ambitious that we want
the minister removed because he louses this program up - that he endangers
the 1ives of young people and so on - not likely. That is the kind of

altar of sacrifice he intends to go on.. You know,he is not forestry's

_answer to Joan of Arc, I will guarantee you. This situation now, as I

_undérstand it, is one that could have horrendous results, and I suggest

to you that the minister with the officialdom at his dispo;al.has no guarantee
that he provide to anyone in this Province as of this moment that the young
lives of the young children who will now be going on holidays and out into

the various camps and so on around this Province will not be endéngered.

The unfortunate part about it is this that the damage could be such

physically that down the road it may take two or three more years before

the real problem is discovered. But let it be a matter of record,

Mr. Speaker, and this is important to remember and people will, that

. to the best of my knowledge only one member opposite has even risen once

to indicate his concern and-his caution and the-call upon h}s colleagues

to take another ]oék, and forvthat he almost got the order of the royal

boot. But he tock a chance and he got nothing but a slap in the face for 4
it from what I can hear, if that is parliamentary, Mr. Speaker, figuratively

speaking. .This situation now is one that many earnest people without

10605



«

June 13, 1978 ~ Tape 4311 GH-3

.

~ MR. NOLAN: any - they are not in the pay of anvone

in government or any political party, ~they are not involved or in the pockets
of the paper companies,.'they are genuinely concerned pedple - parents,

people ‘in universities,"1oggers,’;hospita]lworkers,Aﬂ1abourers. In almost
every field they are.crying out,"Do you know what you are doing?", and the-
fact that the minister is prepared-to.sacrifice himself on‘the.political

altar is not- good enough. It is.too late
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MR. NOLAN: and 1t is not the remedy, it is
not the antidote.

Now the Minister of Justice is
also going to be very, very, very much on the carpet if
this thing goes thtough; because.he has, in my opinion,
dr. Speaker, in speaking t6 this petition, abused the
House in the past with refusing to prpvide proper
information. Well, he cannot wipe his hands clean like
a political Pomtius Pilate on this one, because the law
is clear.

MR. SPEASER: Order, please! Order, please!

I must point out to the hon. gentleman that he is now,

in my opinion, entering quite directly into an area of
debate; '

MR. NOLAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I beiieve Pilate
said the same ghing. B8ut anyway, this is a situation now
where if it 1s the law of the land, the Queen's First
Hinister looking after the justice affaifs of this
Province cannot SCand:idly by and pretend he does not
know, it is not within his area of jurisdiction and so onf
So what do we have? We have the Hiuisfer of Forestry
directly responsible. because he is the man who 1is
obviously the one who convinced his colleagues in Cabinet
that this should be done. lie nad to sell the programme
to Cabinet and had to sell it to the Treasury 3Board,
secondly, the iHinister of Heal:h; most directly involved,
but let us look at thé‘other side of it and that is that
without the approval of the Minister of Justice or action
on his behalf 1t could not have happenea in the first
place. And this is what Sgwfoundlanders'will remember.
Not only that, but from the information we have, the

food thét is necessary for thousands and thousands of
birds in this Province will be removed. will be ruined

and they, too, will be gone. The terrible part about it
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MR. UOLAN: is we understand - and I am
sutject to correctiénm on this - that as a result of

former spraying that certain soil was taken, I believe,
from different parts of this Provinmce, sent to Oatario,
and has.not been returnéd, or at least we do not have
the information oM the ministér. This is a very, very
serious matter. It.is not a partisan political issue

as the Minister of Tourism, I am sure, will testify,

but it is one that we are all responsible to some degree
for, and every man who remains silent on this issue will

be judged accordingly. I certainly support the petition.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the menmber for

Terra Nova.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support
this petition. This aerial spray has become one of the
biggest issues, the biggest public issue in thié Province
today. People are concerned, disturbed and frustrated.
Mr. Speaker, I presented one of the first pétitions from
the residents of -Port Blandford wh§ were concerned because
this spray was going‘to be poured over an area very close
to their conmunity, within a half mile and within the
vwatershed ;rea. iI presented that petition. So far we
have not been hearing too much from the people of

Port Blandford since that petition because they have not
been organized like the people in Gander, but I can assure
this Hon. Hoﬁse that they are concerned about it and worried
and frustrated. It is strangze that the government can be
so insensitive to the wishes and the desires of its
people, knowing that the vast majority of the peoplé of
this Province do not want the forests sprayed particularly
when it 1s close to residential areas and close covwater
supply arecas and watershed areas. And it is strange,

Hr. Speaker, that the government will oo ahead with this
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HR. LUSH: spr;ying programme xnowing that
it is ineffective, that the results show that spraying
is ineffective in controlling the spruce budworm.

v Speaker, we have the spruce_budwofm because of
neglect of. our forests and because of exploitation -
that is why we have the spruce budworm. And the only
way that we can control the spruce budworm is through

a good forest management programme, and that is what we
are lacking. The companies, the big pulp and paper
companies, nave not been forced by this government to
carry on a forest management programme, allowed them to
cut out the economical wood ana left the kind of wood,
the kind of forest, the kind of timber on which the

spruce budworm thrives.

SOME HONK. MEMBERS: Bear, hear!
HR. LUSH: . And that is where we have made
the mistake, Mr. Speaker. The only solution to the spruce

budworm is forest management, and what we should be
concerned about right now for the preservation of our
forests and for the preservation of jobs for our people

in the future is prevention. The minis:er, himself,.has
indicated this is only a short-term solution. Mr.Speaker,

I say it is not a short-term solution, it is just a stopgap

measure.
AN HOX. MEMBER: It will make it worse.
MR. LUSH: And what we have to 'get going on,

Mr. Speaker, is a good, scientific forest managenent
programme. And the Budget of this year will indicate, the
priorities of the government will -indicate how seriously

they are viewing this matter. For example,
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ifr. Speaker, the 1979-197¢ bydget is up just about $3,900,000 over

last year's budget. Inseét control has increased by $1,720,950, just
about $2,000,000, while Sorest managemeént is reduced by almost the

same amouﬁt, $1,691,600. Yow, get/ this again, that for insect control,
for the aerial spray this year, the budget has increased by $1,720,000,
just about $2,000,001, whilst for forest management i+ has almost
decreased by the same amount. 5o, we can see what is happening is that
the forest management has become subservient to spraying. The Government
is putting more emphasis on spraying. The noney that the Covernment is
using for spraying this year has been reduced from what they shouid te
spending for forest manzgement. The only cure, the only sélutiou, the
only long~term solution to cure the sprucé budworm, to get rid of the
spfuce budworm, and this is what we have, a Government that is taking

the money from forest management and putting It into insecticide spraying
when we know that it is not effective when, indeed, it can make the.
situation worse.

Hr. Spegket, that is a terrible si;uation
when we know that the evidence is there, when we lknow the cure for the
spruce budworm, and we are going in the reserve situation, taking money
to spray that could be used for forest management, reducing the money
spent on forest management by $2,000,070 and putting that into a spray
programme against the wishes of the people, and I thinlk that is a terrible

move and I would hope that the minister would reverse his decision

immediately.
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Stephenville.
TR, MCURIL Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition

so ably presented by my colleague from Windsor-Buchans (¥r. TFlight). I
think with regard to the spraying programme the Covernment is playirg a

cat-and-mouse game vith the zeneral public as regardiﬁg the information

that they are entitled to have. Tor example, when tile fCoverarment's

own regulatidns state that they should strictly adhere to the instructions
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(R, CCNEIL: on the container, and the instructions
on the contéiner state that the contents, the chemical, is dangerous
and pcisonous, and it.shoﬁld follow special procedures. Just to give
you an example, Sir, of what is required of an individual if he is
caught in a spray a?ea, the instructidns on the container would say,
”§0‘not breathe the vapour or the spray mist." So, if you are a
fisherman on some lake,'or nearby, or just traveliing iﬁ the woods,
and the aircraft comes over and sprays, they are asking you to stop
_breathing. How, that is ridiculous. Also, on the container there
is a notice to the seller. It says, "Seller's guarantee shall be
limited to the term set out on the label and subject thereto the buyver
assumes the risk to persons or properties arising from the use or
handling of.this product and accepts the product on that condition.¥
Mow, Mr. Speaker, if the cards were
changed, if it was an individual spraring his .owvm lots end infected
some other area rearby, the outcry from this Covernment would be so loud

that I am sure it would take the top off this building.

AN B T BER: ) " It would never spray in St. Joha's.
*~ A

never.,

iR, HCTEIL: And this is another peirt. %hen you

loolk at the whole Island they are spraying over on the wvestern part
of the Island where from all indications, the egg count masses afe
dovm and it is below .the critical level; in Central Yewfoundlané it is
on the bordgrline; but over here on the Zast fCoast, on the Avalon
Peninsula, where it is still at the dangerous level, they are spraying.
why? 1If they are not spraving in this part of the ISlandyhere the
budvormvis very serious, why spray in Central ewfoundland? Why spray
. in Western erfoundland? Is it bgcause the major part of tke population
is in this area and they control the votes, they are the 'in' crowd?
But for the'iiptle people, tﬁe people farther away, the smaller numbers of
'pegple, it ‘does not make any difference.

AN

TIBIR: - Shame!
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YR MCHEIL: That is terrible, r. Speaker. then our
Covernment is doing things on strictly a nurbers basis, it is ridiculous.

They have no faith in the individual, in the human aspect of man.

AN FOM. MEMBER: - The ¥inister of Justice will have to answer.
!R. MCWEIL: Mr. Speaker, I would ask the fovernment to

" raconsider this whole spraying programme and to stop immediately and
not take the'position that this chemical matacil is innocent until proven

guilty. It is poisonous, it is guilty until proven inndcent.

YR, NEARY: That is right. _

AN, r{O' HERER: No response.

IR. NEARY: - Yot a sound from over there?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Fort au Port.

AN HON. ‘I‘.".YBI:‘l tlobody "at all.

AN BON. MEMBER: Is that the member for Cander?

MR. SPEAKEﬁ: i Hon. member for Port au Port.

MR. HODDER: . Mr. Speaker, I have some brief comments
to vmake
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MR. HODDER: on this petition which was
so abiy presented by my colleague form Windsor - Buchans
(Mr. Flight). The one thing that has struck me since
this whole issue has come to the foréfront in the past,

' perhaps, six ménths,>is that there:is all sorts of
information coming across,I suppose,all members' desks
oﬁ the problems with the spray but yet  the Department
of Foreétry.and'Agriculture has not seen fit-to give
information as why they should spray. It seems to be a
one-sided affair.

In my estimation the
government have not made a case for spraying in this
Province in any way, shape of form .and more impqrtantly,
they have not made a case for the chemical aminocarb or
matacil. Now -the history of spraying,as it has been done
in New Brunswick and in other areas of the country, is to
spray first and ask qﬁestions afterwards. The history
has been that first they just spray on the chemical and
when people notice disastrous’conseqﬁences and disastrous
effects, then they start asking questions and then the
governments concerned decide to change the spray with a
new one and then the whole process starts over again. I
believe in the Pfovihcevof New Brunswick this has happened
on four separate occasions. No, I believe five different
types of chemical havé been used.

Now we . have one which is
totally unknown, no one knows anything about it, it is

the latest unknown of the chemical sprays, matacil,

aminocarb.
MR. NEARY: That is right.
MR. HODDER: ‘ o Now, last year New Burnswick

sprayed 1.5 million acres, that was in 1977, with matacil.
At this time, at this particular time there are no studies
that have been done to show the effects that it has had -

on the Province's forests,; there have been no studies, no
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MR. HODDER: reports on the damage it

has done on the chain of life in New Brunswick's forest.

Now, I refer hon. members

to an article which was in the Canadian Journal of

Science. and Technology, pﬁblished June 1976, volume 9, .

number 3, and the final conclusion was this, and they

were talking about the  New B;unswick‘spray programme -
which is the only -one we can look at; it said, "Sprayiqq
is an energy intensive aﬁtempt to bend nature to conform
to- the forest industry's narrow concept of how a forest
should behave. The operation i§ unstable in the long-term
since it only-increases the chances of occurrence of what
it was originally intended to prevent."

MR. NEARY: That is' right.

MR. HODpER: Now, Mr. Speaker, the spraying
that we are doing in this Province, even while the budworm
count is lower and lower and lower, and I was told this

morning by one of the chief foresters, that the larvae

count on the West coast was even lower than was expected -

MR. NEARY: : ) That is right.
MR. HODDER: ) The Premier or the minister, I

am not sure which, but one of those gentlemen said in this.
House that they would - I believe it was the Premier who

was reported as-saying that they would reconsider if the
count was down.

MR. NEARY: The minister is so stubborn now
he does not want to admit defeat.

MR. HODDER: . Here we have a situation where
once we spray these forests we can never know what will.
happen afterwards.

MR. NEARY: - That is right.

MR. HODDER: Because we will have killed off
possibly birds, we do not know. I was told this morning
that the stone fly on which the trout feed, this particular
spray will kill that. ©Now, what will be the long-range

effects? What will be the long-range effects on the chain
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MR. HODDER: : of life in the Newfoundland
forests? We are told there will be ho,effects but we
have been given no ';eésons why .

' I have also been told that .

matacil, which is registered in Canada only, the back-:

~ground effects are not feleased, that people cannot get

these particular studies, those that'have-been:done. All
we have is what is.on the back of the matacil can which
séys that in spray areas people are not suppposed to
breathe the mist. Well, if you cannot breathe the mist! -
Another question that I asked
here in this House not so very long ago was, "Will the -
minister be informing the public of precise times when

areas will be sprayed?”
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MR. HODDER: The minister did not answer
this question and I understand that the people will not
know. A friend of mine, I will tell the minister, told.
me that ‘he will pay an all*expense‘tripvinto the spray
;re fof the-miﬁister'with all the amenities, if the
minister will come in,when it is being sprayed, himself.
If the minister wants to take me up on that I will
certainly look after it.

The thing'about this particular
spray, mataéil, is that only after a comprehensive
environment impact study, a most comprehensive study can
the effects 'of this particular chemical be ascertained. No
such extensive study has been undertaken ever. This is a
new chemical and until such a,studylwe should not touch it
until the chemical is proven safe by the government. It
should not be sprayed, we should hot follow the experience
of the New Brunswick government whére you spray first and

ask questions afterwards and that is what is happening in

this Province.

"SOME HON. MEMBERS: _ . Hear, hear!

MRS . MCISSAC: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. George's.
MRS. MCISSAC: . I just want to have a few wo;ds

on the topic. I certainly do not want to see matacil
sprayed in Newfoundland this year. I do not think that we
have enough information on it. We can go ahead and spray
this year but we do not know Qhat the results are going to
be next year or the year after. f do not think that it is
worth the chance. Maybe it is a last attempt, I do not
kﬁow,vmaybe it is-a last attempt and it may be a good thing
if we éprayed this year, the government sprayed this year
and it turned out to be a wonderful thing and there was no

eggmass next year. It may be a good election issue but I

‘would hate to look at it that way.
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MRS. MCISSAC: . I cannot see why we should
take chances on poisoning the people of the Province ox
injuring their health in any way by spraying something
that we know nothing oxr very, very little about. Now,
if we know so much about it, I would like for the
minister to put out - I mean, he is always sending out
statements by the minister. gpv.dOes the minister not
give us all the information,all the detailed information'
he has and all the confirmation he has that matacil is

a safe spray, a safe chemical to spray?

From the evidence that we
have on this side of the House it is not safe, it has not
been proven. It is not registered in the U.S., it is not
registered in Great Britain, we are taking a chance on
using it. Wé:have to look at the wildlife as well as
human life. We have fishermen in the woods this time of
year. The wgods are full of fishermen, campers and
everything else. Here they are in there, they do not know
when the spray is coming on anymore than I do. They could
be out spraying today, those people do not have any idea
they are there and they are sprayed. Now, is the minister
satisfied to go into the middle of the environment, into
the centre and be sprayed? I certainly would not want to
be.

To get back to the water
supply, I think that the minister should take a second look
at this. I think that this is something that is going to
destroy the government, and do not ever forget it. The
government is not doing themselves any gdod by going ahead
and forcing this down  the throats Qf the people.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MRS. MCISSAC: . This is something that people are
against. While I do not stand Here with petitions with
thousands of names on "them, I still get the flack when I go

in my area. I know what the feelings of thevpeople in my
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MRS. MCISSAC: ' district are; they do not
want the spray, they want to know_and want to be sure
that it is safe. If they do not get it diréc£ly-they

can get it indirectly, they can get it through the
wildlife, they can get it ﬁhrough fish, they can get it
through water supplies. . There is just no way that people
are satisfied, they are very, very concerned and very
unhappy about it. \

I think the minister would do
well to just take a little bit of time out and think about
what he is doing. Go to the people, let the people decide
whether or not they want a spray programme. .Give them a
;hance. Those people do not want their cﬁildren poisoned.
MR. FLIGHT: ' . Windsor Lake. Try Windsor:
Lake, two miles of Windsor Lake.

MRS . MCISSAC: One. of the ministers, or one
of the merbers mentioned that it is no worse than alcohol.
Well, we have a choice if we want alcohol. If I want to

go out and £ill up with alcohol I have a choice. But if

I am standing here and there is a.plane going over spraying
me, I do not have much say in that, not a .bit. . Then, what’
about the leakage? There was leakage in Stephenville,
there was leakage in Gander, do you mean to tell me that
that is a well controlled programme? I think_the minister

should be ashamed of himself to call that matacil spray

‘ programme a well controlled programme.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NOLAN: .Resign! Resign!
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MRS. McISAAC: I think if he goes ahead with

the like of this the way that he is going about it,

‘without the knowledge that is necessary and without

knowing that this. is a safe chemical, I think that he
should resign. DBut it is too late for the minister to
resign when half the people in the Province are poisoned

and the natural predators are destroyed. And from what

I understand, on the West Coast, in my area - I have

talked to the forestry people out there - they do not say

anything. I believe that they are not allowed to say

-anything. 3But I know that the egg mass 1s down about

50 per cent in my area. I was home from Wednesday until
Sunday. I took the time‘out to go through the different
areas of my Province and go in the forests and jgst'take

a look at what is going on. The students who are out

there now who are doing this survey are having a difficult
time to find spruce budworm, and I think that the egg count
is down. ow if the minister is so concerned about the
forests, why is he allowing ;he woodﬂthat was cut by
Newfoundland andALabrador Linerboard that was turned over

to Bowaters left on the Southwest Brock road -~ why is the

‘minister allowing that wood now to be buried by a contractor

if there is a shortage of wood in this Province? I think-
there are a lot of things the minister should take a look
at before he starts trying to poison the people of this
Province, not directly but indirectly. And the natural
predators are something that in 1968 ~ and the minister
was not responsible for that and neither was this
administration. 3ut in 1968 or 1969 there was a spray
programme done that destroyed the birds and all you

could see was a crow or a gull, and all the natural
predators were destroyed. And it is only in the last
year or so that you will see ‘those little birds coming

back again. And as far as I am concerned, the birds
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MRS. HMcISAAC: are what could destroy the spruce
budworm-and save the forests. And I think that what you

are going to have to do is probably concentrate on

forest access roads and get out the wood and chip it if

necessary, at Linerboafd, and éfore it. Thank you very
much. .

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: 4 ~ The hon. the Minister of Health.
MR. H. COLLINS: Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, it is not very often
that I.stand in this House to eitger present a.petition
or to support a petition. In fact, in the eleven years
in which I have represented the district oﬁ Gander;
I have never been asked to present a petition. There
has never been any reason for me to present a petition.
In this present session, Mr. Spéaker, ‘there have been two.
The first one was presented about a month aéo by my friend,
the hon. the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) with regard to
the Crown lands’p&licy in regard to cébins. He presented

a petition cortaining, I think, around sixty-eight or

' seventy names - I have not seen a copy of it - supposed

to be from the people of Gander. After the petition was
tabled I did getAup and have a look at it and there was
no Gander resident's name on the petition; there were
several from Glovertown, there were sever#l from
Frederickton, there were sevefalvfrom Carmanville and so
on aand so forgh. tiow, dr. Speaker, there is one thing

I would like to make clear today. This particular petition
which has been tabled here today, at least the member who
tabled ‘it did say that the petition was from the Gander
area and I believe tgat a lot of the names were collected
in the shopping mall in Gander at a desk which was
established by a couple of doctor friends cut there, and

I think it 1s fair to say that a great number of people
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MR, H. COLLINS: who frequent that mall are uot

exactly the people from Metcalfe Street and MacDonald
Drive and Cotten Avenue and Cowan's Avenue and other
places, they are, a lot of them, from the outlying

areas. However, after having made that point, ir.Speaker,

"what we are -considering here today has become a very

emotional issue in Hewfoundland. And it is very difficult
to deal with issues based on the emotions of the people.
Add a'little in;rediept called politics to that and then,
of course, it becomes almost impossible to deal with.

Now we have seen the political element at work here.

It is not without coincidence that the ggntlemén who
presented the beéition today happened to be the campaigh
manager for XMr. Doug Sheppard, who is the Ha&or of Gander,

who is the second mayor to have run against me out there.

So you can always put two and two together, Mr. Speaker.

HR. NEARY: My . Speaker, a voint of order.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order has come up.
¥MR. NEARY: . I would submit, Sir, that the hon.

gentleman is entering into the realm of debate, but apart’
from that, Mr. Speaker, I believe it is according to our
Standing Rules that a member can only sfand in his place_
and indicate that he is supporting a petition, and an hon.

gentleman
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Mr. Neary.

cannot get up aﬁd speak agginst the petition. If you rise in
your placé you have to support 1e. 1 would‘like for Your Honour
to enforce the Standing Orders of this House, the rules of this
House.

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, this is not a poin; of
order., I bave heard hon. members opposite, in a preamble to
a question of‘a preamble to what they are going to say about .
4 petition, go on and on for days and get away with it,
because we are the kind over here that we‘never draw attention
to it. Mr. Speaker, as far as I am concerned, I would like to
continue. .

_ﬁﬁ. SPEA#ER: On the point of order, the Chair will
Arule. Obviously an hon. memb;r when speaking is assumed to
support-a petition aﬁd in' speaking may only support a petition.
I am not aware that thelhon. gentleman is speaking against the
petition. I would point out that hon. members may néc enter
into the area of debate.

The hon. minister.
MP. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, after having said that,
1 should say this, that as the !‘inister of Health for this

Province, I have receivedvthe best advice that I can get
from the federal authorities, including the Health Protection
Branch of the Federal Department of Health and'Wélfare, from
the Food and Drug Directorate of the Department of Health and
Welfare, from Agticulture Canada and other places and other
agencies. And to the best of my knowledge the best advice

"I can get there is no inherent health danger in the use of

matacil as a spraying material. Now the Minister of Forestry -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: - - Oh, oh!
MR. COLLINS: - will no d oubt be having some words to

say as well. But I can ‘understand the concerns expressed by the people,
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Mr. Collins.

not only of Gander but of other areas of the Province. I do
not believe that the right message has.been getting through
to them. And when the‘Medical Assoclation of this Province
comes out in support of a programme outlining- to the people
that there is no danger to the health of the people, then I

think, Mr. Speaker, thﬁse people should 1isten.

MR. NEARY: They did not say that., I have members

of the Newfoundland Medical Association on record as saying

that they are ﬁgainst this.

xR. SPEAKER: | The hon. member for Burgeo — Bay d4'Espoir
followed by the hon. gentleman for Bay-of Islands.

MR. RIDEOUT: The Minisfer of Health spoke for

five minutes and said nothing.

JMR;_§Iy§g§§: Mr. Speaker, first of all I‘want to go

on.record as being in favour of the petition. I think it is

important that I say that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS: It is important that I say that because

we just saw the Minister of Health stand up and make history in
thisAHouse by being against the petition and use the guise of

support to be able to stand and say a few words, to take political
cracks at people who were the campa}gn managers for various people

'ana that kind of thing. What a disgraceful show, Mr. Speaker. Thirty-
féur hundred people .- we got a lot of Liberal support in this

Province, Mr. Speaker. T will tell-you that. It is growing every day. -
But I would venture to say that many of those 3,400 are not necessarily
Liberals. They hapben to be people who signed a petition out of

a general concern, divorcea from polici;s, Mr. Speaker, a genuine
concern. And to bgve the member for Gander, in whose district

many of these people live, slander those people today and insult them,’

¥r. Speaker, by suggesting that they were politically motivated in
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Mr., Simmons.
signing a petition, well he should also éive us credit ther for

a very well oiledvmachine if he thinks that generally -

MR. LUSH: Oufrageous.
MR, SIMMONS: - that we could get 3,400 people, all

with political motivations, to sign this kind of petition.
What a warped mind, Mr. Speaker, what a warped mind.
Now, Mr. Speaker, let us talk about
another minister who I had great admiration for last week
wvhen he talked about the spruce budworm problem, the Minister of
Tourism. Now he undertook tovdo something, Mr. Speaker. He
undertook to ask his Cabinet colleagues to review this issue.
He undertook to ask his Cabinet colleagues to review this issue.
MR, NEARY: They ignored it.
MR. SIMMONS: * No, no! Let us hear him first of all.
This 1s a beautiful oppbrtunity,for the minister, Mr. Speaker,
uniess he has changed his mind about this matter since last
time he spoke, this is a beautiful opportunity for the Minister
of Tourism now to report back to the House .on what Cabinet did
once he went to them and agked Cabinet to rgviéw the matter. Let
him now give a progress report. The last time we had a pétition
like this he undertook to do something éor the House, for the
beople of Newfoundland. What is the result of that, Mr. Speaker,
will he now tell the Housef Will he now tell the House what
Cabinet did? We know the Premier's version of what he did. He
slapped the minister on the knuckles. But what did Cabinet do?
What &id the full-time part of this administration do? What did
Cabinet do, ¥r. Speaker, after the minister took his request -
and we cannot doubt that he took it, because we have his word on that,
that he would take it to Cabinet for a review. Now what kind of
a hearingldid he get in Cabinet without divulging Cabinet secrets?
Did he get a hearing? What‘it raised at all? Did he get an undertaking
'from'Cabinet? Or did they slap him on the knuckles like his Premier did?
Let the Minister of Tourism reportvco us.now, Mr. Speaker. A word for

the Minister of Forestry if he is listening.

.
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I understand now that this spray programme,

k)
(]
['8

t safe or unsafe, is almost useless at ‘this particular time, that the
noment in time has been lost, that it is past the critical stage now.
There are many of us getting the impression - Quite apart from the safety
aspect which has been covered here very well by my colleagues today and
with which I want to identify, I raise the other equally practical question
of whether any point is served. I know there is a contract ongoing and
they are going to have a lot of matacil on their hanés if they do not
spray it all over the people and that kind of stuff, but otherwise, is
there any point served now in controlling the spruce budworm, I ask the
Minister of Forestry. It is ny ﬁnderstanding at this point in time,
in calendar tiﬁe, we are either at the point where thé whole thing is
useless or will be within a few déys. He are aimost past the critical
stage nov in terms of it having any effect on the control of the budworﬁ.'
Now, that is a fair question, Mr. Speaker. Will the ninister of
Forestry indicate to us whéther any purpose is to be served now, or have
we lost the op}orthnity, if that is the word that can be applied to a
homicide mission - Have we lost the moment in time wien this should have
ibeen done? I understand it is a bit"iate and perhaps the minister can
respond to that. I also uhderstand, Mr. Spéaker, from Forestry officials -
The tember for St. George's (irs. McIsaac) says they are not talking,
well they are talking to some peoble ~ O0Officials of the'minister;s ovn
department tell me that the egg mass count is down substantially, and
they havé figures and dccumentation to show that it is down ‘substantially
Indeed, 'the crisis is past, I am told and the spruce budworm is ahout to
take cara of itself.

One other point, !'r. Speaker, the area
to be sprayed, I think it is very significant if wou lool: at the maleup
of the Cahinet. €St. John's Centre is hardly a great forestry district:
the member for Crand Banl: (Mr. llichiman) i: -0t involved: the membar for
jest is not involved: the Premier is not involved. Tt is a
political décision, “r. Speater, a politital decision. The naio%ity -

AT 0N, CUTILR: (inandible)
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M. sTmmis: Mo, no, no. toid on now! Do not be
so durt., Dd not le such dtnceé. Te not be so stunned, Jim, as the
wember for St. John's Centre (Mr. Murphy).

- Ig is a political decision, r. Speaker.
The 'inister of Forestry himself said on‘T.V. th2 other lay, “Iven if
we had a real éroblem in the Avalon, we would not spray here bécause

we are too close to people.”

MBER.: Hear, hear!

M. SDMCNS: that is so different about the neople

out around Corner Z2rcol:, !'r. Speaker, or the people around Gander, or
Springdale, or those places? - Are they lesser beings for some reason?

It vas 2 political decision. _Théy knew they could not get away with

it here, Mr. Speaker, hecause of the shzer numbers involved against them.
They hoped to brazen it through. The opposition is there. It is kind
of'dissipated in that some is in Conne Piver, and some is in Springdale,
and some Is in CofnervBrooP. It is somewhat dissipated, not as
concentrated as it would be hefe on the Avalon. They now they would
have iost none of their political scalps, but perhaps their scalps
- otherwise, had they tried it in here. And the ‘minister is at least

a2 bit honest when he goes on television, C.2.C., and tells them, "We
could not have it here because we are too close to people.” I will have
him know he is pretty close to neople out there including 3,ﬁﬂ5 who
signed this petition, some others who have signed the petition we will
have ready for tomorrow, and other petitions we will have a few days
from now. The point will be made, ¥r. Cpealier, It might take a little
leager because the people happen to live out in the sticlis instead of
in the Avalon, but we will get the message through eventunally. If

they thought this was ; sound political decision they are going to he
doing some s;cOnd thinking on this within a few days if théy are not

too stunned to think about it altoge;her.

MP, SPEAER: The hon. member for Bay of Islands.
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‘IR. WOODROY: ilr, Speaker -

AN FON. YEITER: - the great forestry of -

1R, NURPEY: . - ’ (;naudible)

1R, WOODROW: In rising to support on ;his -
SOME %nOoN. MIMBERS: Oh, oh! V )

“\R. SPEAKER: . Order, please! Order, please!

*P.. YDODRCK: ' In rising to make scwme remarks on this
petifion, Mr. Cpeaker, first of all I think we all have to realize t'.at
‘this is, at the present pine, an extremely contrqversial topic and in
listening to- the speakers from the opposite side of the House I heard
the words used, "I think", not the .words, “I know". . Yow, Mr. Speaker;

I am certainly concerned about the spraying because after all the
livelihood of Central and Vestern Fewfoundland depends upon our forests.

I went last year twice, onez with several members from the Cpposition -

Ve went, weAépuid say, from Corner Brook
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MR. WOODROY: out.:o Stephenville and

I flew over the Serpentine back to Stephenville over
thevPort au Port area again, and I certainly was deeply
depressed to see how the forests had been destroyed by
the spruce budworm. But I_understand, Mr. Speaker, that
there were no ill effects from the spray that took place
last.yeér. In fact, if I read the thing correctly,

I understand that it helped our forests.

Now; Mr. Speaker, this is very'
serious. The unfortunate thing about this topic is that
we are tossing this around in the political arena and.
it is going to have a terrible effe.ét. .This could have
a devastating effect upon the liv;s_of half of our
Newfoundlanders. So I am trying to look at it this way,
Mr. Speaker: We have had scientists - let us place it in
the political arena for a while - we have had scientists
from the Opposition side and from the government sidé of
the House: we have. got ‘the advice from boch'of them.
Surely, in.féct, the hon. the Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture 1is not doing this, for egample, just to suit
himself - he has already placed his seat on the line.

I heard him say that out in Scephenville on Sunday. So
surely to goodness, in fact, he is taking this with the
administration and with those who are directing him. In
other words, is he a fool, Mr. Sﬂeaker?. Are all the
members on this side of the liouse fools or crazy? I hope
to goodness they are nét.

. ¥r. Speaker, I had one letter fron
Corner Erook oa this. - And I asked the gentleman - he was
a teacher at the trade school. I received this letter
abgut six wéeks agc. And I said to him, ‘ilow listen, the
best thing for you to do is to get a petition taken up and
I will present that petition in the House of Assenbly.

AN HOU. MEMBER: But will you support it?
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HR. WOODROQW: . 0f course, I will support it.

I.will support anything that is good for the Province.

AN BON. MEMBER: Are you supporting this one?

MR. WOODROW: ; an not_finished'yet, ﬁr.Speaker.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: : Order, please!

MR. WOODROW: : I would say, if the Opposition,
dr. Speaker, were sérious about it they would kee; it ouﬁ
of the political.arena and put it to a non-political
committee., How I would also, Mr. Speéker, haye-to support

the minister for the stand he has taken.

dR. SIMMONS: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order has come up.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I believe the membef

for Gander, now the member for Bay of Islands (Hr. HWoodrow)
is really chopping away, eating away at a very important
tradition in this House, namely, that when there is a
petition there is opportunity for the person presenting

'
the petition on behalf of certain people and then for others
who speak to rise and express their support of the petition.
I have listened to the member for some time and I was
getting the drift of wha; he was saying, basically .that
he was in favour of the government's stand, which,
¥Mr. Speaker, if you read the prayer of the petition -
I tried to read it, but it is not on the table at the
moment, it is now being scrutinized by the member for
Gander (Mr. H. Collias) to gee if the people on it are

first class citizens or second class citizens -

AN DBON. MEMBER: ) Yes, right.
UR. SIMMONS: - so I am not sure of the exact
prayer. But as I understand the prayer, it asks the

government not to spray, very specifically not to spray

for health reasons - that is the prayer of theée petition.
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MR. SIMHONSE How the member for Bay of Islanﬁs
(Mr. Woodrow) is‘saying he supports the aminister, and

of course, we-know what the minister's bosition is, that

he is in gavour of the spray programme. . So the menmber

cannot have it both ways, either he is for the petition

or he is against the petition. ©Now I am not trying to

deny him the right to speak, but if he is against thg
petition I will just say to him in all kindness, this is

not the place to let his views be known. He can do it

in the Throne Speech Debate or in some other place, but

he canﬁot stand and use .the guise.of supporting a’

petition to mount arguments whiéh_are in. direct contradiction
) of the prayer of the petition, itself or the objective which
the petitioners would achieve. He is speaking now in direct
violation of that stated objective in the prayer of the
petitibn. And I submit, Mr. Speaker, not wanting to cut

him off because there are other opportunities in the

Throne Speech Debate .for him to speak, but it is.ﬁot the
place for him to record his contrary views to this particular

petition.
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MR. NEARY: A point of order. .
_MR. SPEAKER: I will hear the hon. gentleman to

my left first.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: ' Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman admits
that he has not seen the prayer pf the petition for a good
reason. I took it off the table a minute ago.

MR. NEARY: Put it back on the table. Put it

back where it should be, on the table of this House.

MR. SPEAKER: - - Order, please!
MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, would you ask - Mr. Speaker,

is there any way that a member can stand on his feet without
being abused by those two characters across the way, Sir? If
there is, Sir, I would ask that you ask these gentlemeﬁ to

keep théir remarks to themselves until I finish my point of order.

MR. NEARY: ~ Mr. Speaker; on a point of privilege of
the House. .

MR. SPEAKER: A point of privilege.

_MR._NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to draw to Your

Honour's attention that there has been a.Breach, Sir, of the
privileges of this House inasmuch as a member has taken a petition
that was présented to therﬂouse about a half an hour ago, Sir,

by the member for Buchams. The membef, Sir, asked Your Henour
leave of the House to put the petition on the table of the House
and Se referred to the department to which it relates. It {s

my opinion, Sir, the member for Grand Falls'(Mr. Lundrigan) is

not the department to which it relates.. The petition has been

stolen off the table of the House, Sir. It is now being circulated

- . amongst the members on the government benches, Sir, and I ask

Your Homour to instruct the Sergeant-at-Arms to go and seize the
petition and put it back on the table of the House where it belongs
until it is dealt with by members on both sides of this House.

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: . On that question of privilege, Your Honour.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Government House Leader.
MR. HICKMAN: I do submit that the hon. gentleman

from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) is shockingly abusing the point of
privilege and the question of privilege of this House. Beauchesne
says very clearly that points of privilege are ma;ters that sh;uld
be.vefy seldom raised. Anyone knows, a child of ten wouldvknow s
that anything that is tabled in this House so long as it is within
the environs and confines of this House is accessible to any

hori. member thereof.

MR. NEARY: " After tabling it.

MR, HICKMAN: And to ;ake 3 suggestion, to'make an

accusation in a most unparliamentary manner, I submit,

Mr, Speaker, i1s an abuse of the privileges of this House.

AN_HON. MEMBER: Mr. Speaker, on that question of privilege.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

On the point of privilege which I think
can now be disposed of. I do not régard that there is a point of
privilege as such. It is, I think, better procedure when a
document 1s tabled, and there is only one of them for that document
to be left on the iable.' And for any hon. mémber who then wishes
to see it.may go and see it or fead it or refer to it. 1If an
hon. member feels that he wants a copy of it,'then certainly
arrangements will be made for a photostatic copy of it.
MR. NEARY: . Hear, hear! .
MR. SPEAKER: But as long as there is only one copy then
it certainly is pfeferable that that copy remain at the table.
For exampie, a couple of weeks ago, there was some material tabled
thch was quite voluminous and there the procedure was that it
would not be distributed until at .least some copies were made.
So it certainly is preferable, unless and until there are copies
available, that one copy rest at the table which will then give
an opportunity to any member to read it at the table or to examine
it or to sérutinize it. So I think that will look after that matter.

The petition actually should be returmed to the table.
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MR. SPEAKER:

Now the point of order which preceded that -
MR. NEARY: ) How do we know it is. all there?
MR. SPEAKER: ) dtder, please! Otder, please!

- was with respect to the mgchodology
of gpeaking to petitions. Theré was no doubt that‘an hon.
member 18 not allowed to speak against Q petition. The Chair.
assumes, when it recognizes an hon. member, that he is
speéking to ig, that he is supporting it: If an hon. member
is to state that he i; opposed to the petition or speaking
against it, then he would be out of order. I suppose there is’
a spectrum of intemsity of support. A person could support
it very strongly and then perhaps a person could support it

quite nominally perhaps -

MR. WOODROW : "Lukely."
MR. SPEAKER: - yes, 'Lukely" a person could support it,

if there is 'such an adverb.

¥R. WOODROW. : Mr. Speaker, to a point of -
MR. SPEAKER: . But unless and until a person has cleatly

shown that he is speaking against it, then I think the Chair
must assume that he is speaking for it anywhere within that

spectrum of voiciferously to '"Lukely."
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MR. KOODRCW: . To a point of order, Yr. Speaker.

ﬁhen I wvas interrupted by the -

SOME NON., TREFRS: | Oh, oh!
1R. SPFATER: Order, please!

I regret to inform the hon., gentleman

the five minutes has expired. :

“®., HOODROW: ' A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
YP.. SPEAKER: A point of order. .
2., UTOODROW: i When I.was interrupted by the hon. member

from - Not the hon. crowd, I would not use that word as it is often
usad ~ When I was interrupted, !fr. Speaker, I was saying that the minister
has taken a stand and I congratulate him for taking a stand. It shows’

that he has guts. ¥r. Speclker, to show how controversial this .topic

is -
SOME HOM. MEMBERS: " 0h, ok!
‘.. SPEAFFER: : ‘ Order, please!  Order, please! Order on

both sides!

I realize that the hon. gentleman does
wish to add éome remarks to his previous submissicn and that his time has
expired and that he, himself, has not -

SOME HOU, MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

¥ SPEAITR: Crder, please! Order, nlease!

Ye, himself, has not used personally his entire five minutes >ut tha ruless

are such that if the five minutes is expired, it is expired, and it would
be improper for me to allow him now to continue under the guise of a
point of order. The only way the hon. gentleman can continue as can any

hon. memter is, of course, by unanimous consent.

SCME HOW. VILRIPS: : Oh, oh!
'R. WOODIGU: tir. Speaker -
ST LICN. MEMRERS: drder, please! Toes the hon. gentleman

havz consent? o, he dces not.
3

TR, ODNROW: In the political field
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MR, SPRANER: - - Order, please!

Hﬁ. 1I0ODROY . - which showz as nonsense what you are
saying.

¥R, SPEAKER: The hon. member fér St. John's South.
R. J. COLLIHS: » Fising in support of this petition I

would like to make a few points inAregard to that support. The first
point in regard to the support, I think that any petition that comes
in.hefe ciearly means that there is a concern on the part of a number of
citizens, and this is clearly set out in this petition. In that -regard

I certainly support the petition. Secondly, I would support it if the
spray programme is to be a single operation against. the spruce tudiorm.

If this is not to be just an opening gambit, in other words, scme means
of just getting initial control and thereafter go on to a fuller control
frogramme, I would he against the spray programme. If, on the other hand,
this is to be a means of getting on top of an acute emergency situation
almost, and then %;@nging up the other forées, I feel that I can supvnort
the concerns of the citizens expressed in this petition, tut I would he
reassurad by such a method; The third point I hava there is this that

I understand the concerns really related to bhealth, and I think it should
be clearly, as clearly aé we can, set out what the health hazafds are here.
If there are no heélth hazards, then clearly the pefitioners can se
reassured. They still have the right to petition but they would then

he petitioning without full knowledge. T would lile, therefore, to just
give the information available to me, personally, in regard to

tHe health hazards in ferms of this spray programme snd the chemical
being used. As I mentioned in the Vouse a little while ago, the inforration

that I have is that if you put all this spray material that is “einz used

K

n the Cander area directly into “ander Lake it still would ant get ahove

ot

ke safety level set out by the Federal -fovernment.
In addition to that, 1 tocolk the opportunity

of looling through the Index Medicus for 1¢77 in regard to the latest

research work in Teye's syndrome. Teye's syndrome is the particular
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DR, J. COLLINS: ' disease process that comes to the fore when

ones talks of a forest spraying. Just before going into that, r. Speaker,
I migﬂt mention that recently I got a piece_bf literature from %ayne
Universigy which is the centre for Reye’g'syﬁdrome résearch, and this
bﬁtlined the programmes that they follow in conducting their researches.

In none of the items set out there was fhg forest spraying one of the aréas
being looked intc. And this is confirmed by - In the Zniex Medicus’

even though this is quite a rare disease, Peye's syndrome, in children,
there were something.like thirty*five to fortf articles in the world

iterature, and not one of these arficles - They covered many areas but

not one of these articles dealt with chemical spraying.

AN TION, MFMEBER: Hear, hear!
TR. J. COLLINS: ) S0, the information I have is that the

nealth hazards, even though the spraying of anything, I would suggest,

is undesirable
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DR. COLLINS: _ unless there is come counter-
vailing benefit the health hazards from the spraying are
of such an order that I would not have thought that they
would be a big consideration considering‘the risks to

the economy of this Province if the forest managemenﬁ

situation got.out of hand.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. MURPHY: : Very nicely said. It is good

to hear from someone who knows what they are talking about.
MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. the Minister of Labour:
and Manpower.

MR. ROUSSEAU: ’ I have another petition that I

"would like to present to the House of Assembly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!

MR. ROUSSEAU: | Does anybody want to speak?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. MORGAN: I will decide when I want to

speak in the House. I do not have to be told by the

Opposition when to speak in the House.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible)
MR. MORGAN: I will decide when to speak,

I do not need 'Steve Neary' to tell me to speak.
MR. SPEAKER: : Order, please! Order!
_ The ﬁon. the minister.
MR. ROUSSEAU: This is the second petition I
have received from my district within a couple of weeks.
I received it today so I am not going to sit on it and I

am not going to leave it until -tomorrow which is Wednesday.

SOME HON.. MEMBERS:. Sit down! Sit down!

MR. ROUSSEAU: .Oh, you got yours, did you?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: We got ours the day before
- yesterday. l

MR. ROUSSEAU: ' Well, it might have come in

yesterday. Anyway, Mr. Speaker, I must say that the hon.

member from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan).did mention that he
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MR. ROUSSEAU: had some calls on it, and

I had a number of calls on it besides the names on the
petition. It is a very serious petition to the people

of Labrador West in that it is a petition signed by

some 500 or 600 people who-are. protesting the possibility
of the establishment of premixer, a batch plant at the
intersection which leaves the Labrador City - Wabush

foad to Fermont down to Dooley Lake. I would like to
read the prayer of the petition, Mr. Speaker, if I ma§.

"That we the residents of
Dooiey Lake, Summer cottage area, vigourously protest
' the pl;oposed operation of a batch plant on the Inlet
River at the North end of Dooley Lake.

The prevailing winds Northerly
winds in Western Labrador would ultimately cause the entire
provincial park and cottage to be blanketed with the same
sort of dust pollution that envelops Labrador City -
Wabush, the discomfdrts from which we sought to escape
within this non-industrial environment.

Additionally,.the river along-
side the proposed plant location, the-banks of which offer
choice camping sites, empties into Dobley Lake and drainage
.‘ from a cement operation would pollute both the river and
the lake in the immediate vicinity of the provincial park,
golf club and our cottage area, all of which is situated
at the North end of the lake or aléng the Northwestern
shore near such inlet.

For someone to suggest that
there would be no pollution from.such an industrial
installation is grossly irresbonsible and comparable to
utterances that the tailings disco%oured Wabush and
Shabogamo watershed is not polluted. We question that
these‘same envifonmental'experts would be prepared to fish
or swim.in the muddy,‘req hued filth which is all that

remains of the once crystal clear forty miles stretch of
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MR. ROUSSEAU: wilderness water let alone
drink from it.

To permit a similar fate in

. respect of Dooley Lake and its rivers would be inexcusable

and intolerable and we‘must insist that action be taken
immediately to protect this recreational area by
prohibiting the operation of a batch plant or any other
industrial undertaking within pollution spewingrangeof.
our air or watég."

My name appears on it
enthusiastically as a supporter of the petition, Mr.
Speaker. "As I say, in this area the people in Labrador
West, landlocked as they are, for the most.part have a
problem in respect to recreation. This is probably, per
capita, one of the highest used_récreational areas in the
Province during the Summertime for those young people who
ao nof have the seniority,.or other people who cannot get
out because of the great cost. fhey use this to quite an
extenﬁ. I have taken the matter up alfeady with the
officials of the department, yesterday, because; as I have

said, I have received other phone calls and .letters on it,

and today with the minister, '‘and they are holding it up to

take another look at it.

I think it is a question where
somebody says it is a mile from the park. It is a mile
from the park but it is almost at the intersection of going

down to the park. This is one Of the areas in our wilderness

in Lanrador and I think the same thing applies to the Island

of Newfoundland, we do not want to see this sort of thing. -
I sweat over four years to have included in the Labrador -
DREE agreement an industrial park. I took a lot of flack
for it until we finally got it, and we got it. Mr. Lessard
called it Rousseau's dream, and it was, it was the only part
of the DREE agreement we got. That is the place where a

batch plant should go, in that industrial area, and not in a
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MR. ROUSSEAU: ~ recreational area that means

so much to the people of Western Labrador.

MR. SIMMONS: . _ V (Inaudible) why do they
want. it?
MR. ROUSSEAU: - I have no idea why. I cannot

fathom a reason why because there is now an industrial

park there and they can do it there, why put it out there?

But apparéntly there was a pit that was used there prior to

the park being put there.

MR. SIMMONS: _ (Inaudible)
MR. ROUSSEAU: No, it is - well, referrals have

gone out to the various departments. It is a permit under_
Crown lahds that they have applied £9r. I have asked them
to hold it up and it is up to the minister. I would

hope that every. sympafheﬁic consideration would be given to
it. I do not want t9 inconvenience the coméany that is

providing jobs up'there but. there are other opportunities

.in other areas to do that. It is a very, very important

item for the people of Western Labrador
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MR. ROUSSEAU: ‘ and like I said,per
capita, I would think that more people use that park
than any other park ih the Province.

I would heartily endorse
this petition. T woﬁl& ask the very sympathetic
consideration and understanding'of the department of .
Forestry and Agricultu?e, the Crown Lands Division, and
the minister to make certain- that such a thing will not
happen to one of the very few wilderness areas that we have
in Labrador, in Western Labrador especially.

‘ As many people know, the
companies own most of the area up there and there is very
little-opportﬁnity,for the people to have:their own
recreational area. I fully and enthusiastically support
the petitiod, I ask that it be tabled and referred to the
department to which it relates, the Crown Lands Division

of the Department of Forestry and Agriculture.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Eagle
River.
MR. STRACHAN: - B Mr. Speaker, as I have said

we have copies, I think. The member for LaPoile  (Mr.

'Neary) has a copy of the petition. ' I am glad the minister

presented. the petition.. It was very timely. I heartily
endorse the prayer of the petition. We have received a
number of calls over the last week concerning this problem.

The people of Labrador City and Wabush have very little

' opportunity to get out during the working year, out from

Labrador West and so the Dooley Lake area and the whole
wildérness area around there is very important to these
people. The question of building a batching plant very
close to their site of recreation and enjoyment, pollution
free enjoyment, is:very importanf.

I support the petition. I
believe that in Labrador West where 15,000 or 17,000 people

are living with a great deal of pollution around them,
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MR. STRACHAN: pollution from the iron

ore mines, the dust. Also the Southern Lake area,

the Wabush Shabogamo Lake area, which is red, absolutely
red with tailings, an .area which should be investigated
as well because it ié,extremely polluted.

';I think there are two
problems - in the West as far as pollution'is-concerned,
one is the dust from the problem and the other is the
tailings emptying into this forty mile watershed which ‘
is absolutely red. I think the only area left to the
people there is the Dooley Lake area and now. a batching.
plant is going to be situated there for convenience sake.
I do not think- there was any other reason, just pure
convenience sake. I think it is very timely that this
should be stopped before they proceed too far. I agree
with the minister here, that the'industrial park there
was created for that purpose and why they did not locate

there, or why they did not look at a site there I do not

.

- know. I do not understand the reason for it, but I think

the people are very right in getting up veri quickly and '
verf»angry about it since it is the only recreationai
area they have. left.

I support the prayer of the
petition and hope that others will feel that this guestion
is a very serious one and will also look into other areas
of pollution in. Labrador West which I think should be looked
into because itbis a serious situation, as I have said,
especially the watershed area which was once a crystal
clear lake and river system but is ﬁow filthy. Althbugh
experts, again some say government experts, habe_indicated
there is nothing wrong with it, I am sure that no member in
this House of Assembly would either fish or swim in it let
alone drink the water from it and I think that area needs
to be looked into. I support the prayer of the petition.

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER(Collins): The hon. the Minister of Tourism.

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, I fully support
the petition from the residents of Labrador City and
Wabush in relation to  the possible pollution of both
the water and the duét and . the camping rounds in Dooley
Lake. The park there is a provincial park operated by
the Parks Division of my department. In fact, I will go
so far as to say, Mr. Speaker, I would like in the future
for the minister responsible for Crown lands and Crown

land permits, that whenever an application is made by .

_ companies concerned in setting as in this case, a batch

plant, or any kind of a plant that is going to affect the
recreation areas, that the Crown Lands Committee muét and
should refer the application to the Pgrks Division,
Department of Tourism so we can have our say. In most
cases, I would imagine, our say would be negative, we would
not approve any kind of a facility to be established in an
area that is going to affect a recreatioh area, and in .
particular, a provincial park. ]

So I would like to make the
recommendation, in supporting the petition, that in future
applications made of that nature, before they are approved
by the Department of Health and the Crown Lands Committee
in. the Department of Forestry and Agriculture and other
departments, that also the Parks Division of the Toiurism

Department be involved as well so we can put a stop to

this kind of thing in the future. I support the petition

fully.
MR. SPEAKER(Collins): The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the sponsors of

this petition’, Sir, were good endugh to send me along a

copy and my colleague and I discussed it a couple of days
ago. We received our copies the day before yvesterday. So
we discussed it and we decided to hold off until today.
Today was the deadline and either my colleague or myself was

going to table the petition because we felt that the. hon.
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Mr. Neary.

gentleman had it going on three days the same as we did. Vell

maybe there was a delay in the mail.

AN HON. MEMBER: Outside the building.
¥R. NEARY: Outside the building. That is why .

wve gave the ministet a jump on it. We did not want to come

in and try tc upstage the minister. So I support the petition;
Sir, although the hon. gentleman mentioned in his support of the
minister, the hon. minister, thqt he thought it should be put

in the Industrial Park. Well now, Sir, I do not know if that

is the kind of an industry that should go in the industrial park.
Would that be the place to put 1t? You are still going to get
these smokestacks spewing out dust and smoke and fuﬁes out

in the Industrial Park. I think it is the kind of an industry
that should be put off somewhere by itself,. because in the
Industrial Park you are going to have -_it is going to be

fairly clean, I presume, a clean area, the Industrial Parks

that I have seen around, like Donovans Industrial Park and the
onevwe have outside Port aux'Basques there. Certainly, I would
not want to see that kind of an induscfy go in there. All 1t

will do is mess up the place.

MR. STRACHAN: N
MR. NEARY: Well, I do not know. It does not make ’

any. difference . Tf you put it in the middle of an Industrial

Park, you are still going to have one heck of a mess on your

hands. And the 500 or 600 people, Sir, who signed the petition -

I presume this is motivated by the people who have the summer cottages

‘down there -

MR. ROUSSEAU: Everybody in the area signed it.
MR. NEARY: . - everybody in the area. Well, I know, but

it was motivated by them, and I agree with that, Sir. I think that this

area should be reserved for the people who live in Wabush and Labrador City
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Mr. Neary.

that they should not allow themselvés to become blanketed with
du;c and pollution in the river and this plant spewing out
dust "and muck and dirt. Most of.the peoplé in Labrador

West, Sir, like the outdeoors. It is probably ome of the

better forms of recreation that they have, the wildlife, the
outdoors, qamping and that sort of thing, skiing . And I think
it would be a shame, Sir, to destory the place where they
camp and where they have their summer cottages. So I support
thé prayer of the petition, Sir, and I hope that before the
hon. minist;r who 1s responsiblé for the environmeqt passes

in his resignation,‘Sir, that one of his last acts will be to

put a stop to that plant from going in that area.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Nagkaupi.
MP. GOUDIE: , Mr. Speaker, I take pleasure in standing

to support the petition which was presented by my colleague

from Menihek, the Minister of Labour and Manpower, signed by

500 or 600 people, I believe, and it relates to a batching piant -

I think was the name of the unit that is being installed there -
which I understagd, at least, is used for the manufacture, if you will,
of asphalt. We have one in the ptter'Creek areavof Goose Bay,

Mr. Speaker, and I can tell you that the environment is suffering

as a result of it with the tar and the pitch and everything else’

that is lying around the area. But this petition, I believe,

dfaws attention to a couple of items as they relaté to Labrador,
number one, the environment which ~ we have a vast part of the ¢
country up fhere and the possibility of polluting that environment
through this sort of an effort and you compound the situation in
Yenihek digtrict~when you think of the fron ore dust and the tailings
which the hon. member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) referred to.

And then jou consider that there is so much space in the area whére
this sort of a plant could be erected, it seems a little ludicrous

to me that anyone would wanf to install such a batching plant in

what has been classified as a recreation area.
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Mr. Goudie.
I support -the prayer of the petitionm,
Mr. Speaker, and would hope that the appropriate minister

will take action.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
MR. SIMMONS: Just a brief word in.-support of the

petition. The Doo}ey Léke area is one that I know somewhat
having done some cross-country skiing there andvski-dooing

and also some summertime activities as wéli. It is a delightful
area, and I know that the people in Labrador City - Wabush
enjoy it particularly, because it is one of the few areas

that they can go really.

MR. ROUSSEAU: - It 1is the ornly one.
MR. SIMMONS: It is the only recreational area. That

is right, exactly. And T only spent, myself, two or three
monghs in the Wabush area gome years ago. But every time I go
there I get the distinct impression that people would like to'
ha&e some ‘place to go outside the immedigte environs of the

two towns concernéd, and‘this is an absolutely delightful spot.
With the landmass we have, certainly around Labrador City,

there is no need, Mr. Speaker, even if there only a two and
one~half per cent chance of any pollution or dust problem, there
i; no neea, with the land availébility we have, to put that
plant anywhere near a recrzation area. There is no.need at all.
It is just that simple. Now I understood from an exchange in the
House a moment ago that the environmental people have approved

that and that kind of

10046



June 13, 1978 Tape no. 4325 Page 1 - ms

Mr. Simmons. - needs
MR . MURPHY : On reference from Crown Lands.
MR. SIMMONS:  From Crown Lands, yes.
MR. MURPHY: Environmentally, it does not affect anything -

and whatever Crown. Lands decide to do,. you-know.
MR. SIMMONS: Yes, yes, okay. Well perhaps that clarifies it
somewhat. I cannot understand how it could be approved but then
again I do not-understandlwhat a batch plant is. It is some
kind of a cement-bulk blant or something of that natd}e as I understand
it. And from the ones I have seen4thefe is a fair amount of dust
emanating from it. I do not care what fhe environmental controls are.
- Dust is dust. And I say, Mr. Speaker - perhaps the best way of
characterizing this - T say that any man who spends- eight hours
a day in the peliet plant in Labrador City, eating the dust, should
not have to go out and eat the dust.with his supper out in Dooley
Lake in the evening or on a Sunday. It is just too much -
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. SIMMONS: That is right, exactly, exactly, and that is the
issue, Mr. Speaker, that if there is any kind of a risk here at all -
and it seems to me that there is - that the last place it should go
is in a campsite or summer cottage. It is a beautiful Spot out there,
and those who have not been to Labrador City should make it a point
when you go of seeing this particular area. It is a choice location.
It is a delightful spot for a provincial park which is operating
there gnd for the cottage area and an alt year recreation spot is
what it is - a year round recreation spot, I think it is fair to put
it that way. And this must be presérved, and I certainly support the

prayer of the petition presented by my friend from Menihek.
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NOTICES OF MOTION:

MR. SPEAKER: * The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: . Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill, "An Act To Provide

For Change Of Name." (Bi11 No. 64).

'MR. SPEAKER: , The hon. Minister of Labour.
MR. ROUSSEAU: ' Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will

on tomorrow ask leave to introduce.a bill, "An Act To Amend The
Newfoundland Teacher (Collective Bargaining) Act, 1973." (Bi1l No. 66).
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN. GIVEN:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour. .
‘MR._ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the hon. member

for Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) is in-the environs of the
House . 1 suppose that I might give the answer on record and

maybe his colleagues - he brdught up the question yesterday about the
ILO and the banning of asbestos mining, and I undertook to check it
out for him, and I have a note here, because I wanted to check and
make .sure whag_the-situation was before [ said anything. Some - three
weeks ago I was advised by the Inter-provincial Relations Division

of the Canada Departmehﬁ of Labour of the possibility of such a
resoltuion being put on the floor of the current ILO conference in

Geneva by the chairman of the workers' group, the ex-president of

CLC, Mr. Joe Morris. I was told that it was not definite that- the

resolution would be put there, but in the event that it was, I was

asked what our reactibn would be. I informed my counterpart that .

we would have strong objection to such a resolution since it would

mean the possible loss of a large number of jobs in this Province. We

would join in efforts to make asbestos production safer for workmen

rather than further.erode the possibility of employment. After hearing

the matter raised fn'the House yesterday, [ again contacted the Inter-provincial

Affairs Secretariat for explicit information on the resolution. They are
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Mr.. Rousseau.

still uncertain whether the resolution has been or will in fact

be introduced during this year's conference. They do know that

the workers' delegate, Mr. Joe Morris, intended to desposit the

resolution with the Resolution's Committee at the beginning of the
conference. If the resolution is favourably considered by the .
Resolution's Committee of the ILO, it would have to be debated

on the floor of the confereﬁce and would in all probability be

opbosed'by employer groups and by government groups. In'any event

it could not be considered as a subject of a convention of the ILO

which Canada as a member nation would be asked to ratify until at

least a year from now. There is no doubt that we will have adequate

‘opportunity to express our views if the resolution does receive

favbur during the current session of the ILO in Geneva.

In the meantime and to make sure that
there is no mistake in the position of this government, the Inter-provincial
Relations Division are in the process of sending a telex to the Canadian
delegation in Geneva to determine what the current status of the
resolution may be. And just to be sure that we do not get our
wires mixed, I sent a telex to the Minister of Labdur in Ottawa
expressing our concern over the matter with a suggestion that the
rights of the workers could be better served by ensuring safety in
the work place rather than eliminating their means of earning a livelihood.
So in all likelihood if this is a resolution, it wi11_bé debated, and
if it meets favour, it will not get.on until next year in which we.
will have an opportunﬁty to go on record as a ﬁovernment. But in the
meantime I have to inform my counterpart in Ottawa, the hon. John Monroe
that we would be opposing this situation. Ouf feeling is tha?'we
would 1ike to have this asbestos operation in this Province continue , and
that we would continue to support the asbestos industry in this Province
and hope that we could by making it the safest operation in Canada and
continue. its existence. We will express that in any meetings we have with
the federal government in respect to any positions they take at the ILO

meetings next year.
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ORAL QUESTIONS:

MR. SPEAKER: Opposition House Leader.
MR. NEARY: . Mr. Speaker, my question is for the

Government House Leader, Sir. In View of thé mounting protest, the
savage protest over Bill 50 and the passing. of 8i11 50 in this
session of the House, is the quernment'House Leader now willing to
admit that because of the representations that are being made

and the mounting opposition of this bill that it will be left '
over until the Fall sessién or the next §itting of the House of
Assembly and the -government not rush into passing this bill and
implementing its clauses dnti[ the people have a-chapce'to study

“the bill and make their feelings known to the government?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. HICKMAN: ) Mr. Speaker, obv%ously I cannot indicate

to the House what gqvernment’s intention is with respect to the
"bi11 other than the intention that was indicated as a result of.
introducing the bill, thét'government feels that it is good
legislation and hopes that it will commend it and that the
legislation will seek the approval of this House. i do draw.

to the hon. gent]emah's attention and the House that it is not
correct to say that residents in the area involved -have not had

an opportunity torreact to the-bill and the proposal. Firstly,

a bil quite similar to this bill was introduced during the last
session of the House last Juné and was scheduled to come on for
debate on or about June 12 of last year and it was suggested

that it be left over, and the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing indeed more than suggested; asked that it be held over
for a year for peoplg to be given an opporfunity to react to it.
Over and above that, it is my-understgnding that that bill to a

very large extent is .based upon the repbrt and ‘recommendations contained
{n the Henley Commission and numerous citizens of this-area appeared

before and made representation to the Henley Comnission.
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Mr. Hickman.

I have not 'seen the savage opposition

as described by the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary). I have

seen requests and heard requests through the media of people
wanting some further explanation on particular. clauses contained
therein, and I believe that my collegue , .the hon. Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing has been ready, willing and able
to furnish such explanations and has furnished them in the main
to the satisfaction of those who enquired.

MR. NEARY: No!

MR. HICKMAN: Those who were fortunate enough to
see the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing on a
recent programme on CBC Qould certainly, I think, be struck by
the tremendous benefits that would accure to.peopie ‘in this

area when once that bill becomes Taw. Other than that my

" colleague, the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

will, I believe, be in his place on tomorrow, if not on tomorrow,
certainly on Thursday, and it is not the intention to call that

bi11 on Thursday -so hon. gentlemen will once agafn have an opportunity
to.ask or to enquire of the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs

and Housing as to any other matters that may be concerning them

with respect to this. .Tegislation.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary gquestion.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.

MR. NEARY: - No, Mr. Speaker,' we are not going to

wait for the hon. gentleman. We have no faith at all in the

hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; Sir. We feel,

'Mr. rSpeaker;Athat in view of the mounting protests that the

bill should be deferred and I am going to ask the minister to’
reconsider Bill 50, regional government, and lay the bill on the
table of the House until the people have an opportunity to have
some input in it which they have not had. so far. And the minister
can -tell the House all he-wants that this is sop It is not so.

It is only now that'the people are getting interested in it. And,
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Mr. Neary.

Mr. Speaker, what they are mainly concerned about

in the early stages of this regional government, Sir, is the

appointment -
MR. HICKMAN: ' What is the -question?
MR. NEARY: . " I am coming to it, Sir.

- is the appointment.of members
of the board. Now is the government going to reconsider this
matter? This seems to Se onevof'tﬁe parts ﬁhat the people
are violently protesting. Will the minister coﬁsider this aspect
of it and allow the councils around the greater St. John's area
and the City of St. John's itself to elect their meﬁbers‘to this
board rather than have them appointed that is if the government insist
on going ahead with this bil1?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, firstly for the record,-
Bi1l No. 50, being.a bill, "An Act To Establish The Northeast Avalon

Urban Region- has been.on the table of
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- this hen. Touse for auite some time
and has heen made puhlic fer auitfe some time, and there have heen
Yery rmeanirgful discussions tetween the hon. the “inister of ‘“‘unicipal

Affairs and Hcusing and interested groups going on for a long, long
time.

With respect to the other coumment of
the hon, member for LaPoile (lir. MNsary) with respect to particular
provisions of the vill, th;t surely is the subject matter for debate
on second readirng. We hear that this is a debating forum and surely

that is the time to debate that, and whilst, I am sure, if mv colleague

was here he would not object to a debate durins Question Period it

seers to me that it is somevhat in violation of the rules.

A supplermentary, Sir.

T2, SPEAKER: Supnlermentary. Fon. merber for LaFoile.
.. UEARY: Tould the minister inciczte to the Fouse

thaE before this D11l is rarmed through and shoved dorm the throats of
Ehe_people whe live in -the greater Gt. John's area,the neople themselves
whe live in the outsiiirts of St. John’s,Ain the corrunities that are
invoived, if they will be given a chance by secret ballot in 2 referendum
or a plebiscite to vote whether or unot they want the twvpe of regional

'government that is spalled out in this bill? Uill they be given an

opportunity to express their views by secret ballot btefors we dedat

+ta P

the matter here in this House?

Fon. !inister.

vecause I am going to have to evolve a stirong nrincinle of the Liheral

Tarty as laid down by their leader, the Right Ton. Pierre Tlliott

Trudeau when “e was asked last vear, or the vear before last, tc hold a

)

allot, across Canada 5Sefore implementing controls. e szid that a

1

government that governs by secret hallot is not governing at all and that
it would he an insult to Parliamant to aven suggest, as ne puts it, that

there should he plebiscites on ratters that fa211 within the legislative

I am on verv ticklish ground now, “r. fpealer,
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responsibility of Parliament. So, what
I have said has to be somewhat without prejudice but, again, I am prepared

to rely on that well-established Liberal dogma and doctrine.

AN PO, MEDER: : ilear, hear!
MR, HICKRMAN: ’ I rost definitely would not see any reason .

way, that course of action should be followed. There will be good debate,

I hope, in this House, responsitle debate in this TFouse -

-1, NEAPY: Do not worry. You will get it.

MR . EICIZIAN

= on this b»ill. I know we will gzet debate
but I was emphasizing the word, 'responsible’. ‘Responsible debate. aAnd I
have no doubt -~

MR, NCARY: You will get more responsikle dehbate than

we get responses to fire investigations.

MR. RICIMAN: - ind I have no doubt that the hon. gentleman

opposite will pay particular heed to the hon. merbers respresenting this

area,as I know I will, who have had very close liaison with their people -~

VR, WEARY: ; They are out of touch.
1P, HICKMAN: . - on this very vital matter and I would he

orepared to talke a calculated risk and suggeét tha*, indeed, thevy are not ~
out of - The hon. gentlemen who represent the areas of St. John's and
Ferryland and Conceptioh Bay South and iarbour Main-Bell island are, indeed,
very nauch iﬁ touch.

YRLEAPY: You are looking at it from a vantage point on
Dennies Mill Road. )

P, SPCAKLR: The hon. member for "indsor-2uchans to be
followed by the hon. gentleman from Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.

R. FLIGET: ’ ¥r. Speaker, in the ahsence of the Premier
and the “inister of Tnergy, I want tﬁ direct this question to the ‘linister
of Tinance and, obhviously, he may héve been the ninister who should have

been asted the question in the first place, T am not sure.

I would want the minister to indicates whethe

3]

or not follavino Prothers' tender is still beirg considered hw Hydro,
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WR. FLIGHT: whether or not Collavino are going to

te given the right to withdraw their tender and increase the amount
tendered by around $4,500,0097 on the Hinds Lake project, whether or not
Collavino is going to get the right to withdraw their tender and increase

the amount asked in that tender by $4,579,000?

IR, SPEAITR: ’ fon, HMinister. .

:R.-HICE&QR . “r, Spealker, I am not awﬁre that Collavino
were given the right to withéraw their tender. ' .
IR. FLIGH?: ' That is what I am asking.. Are thev? That

is the question. Are they going to be given that right?

1R, HICIMAN: : To my knowledge they. are not going to be

" given the right to withdraw their tcnder.

R, FLIGHT: Supplementary, r. Speaker.
vR. SPEAKXER: Supplementary.
IR. FLIGHT: - ‘ Could the Minister of Finance tell the

ilouse whether or not Collavino is considered a local company for the
purpose of a ten percent leeway in the tendered price? e know that with the
local contracting firms it is Government policy to allow them a ten percent

differential in tendered price.
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MR. FLIGHT: It does not apply to
Collavino Brothers when they are tendering in opposition

to local contractors.

MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. Minister.
MR. HICKMAN: o Mr. Speaker, to my knowledge

Collavino Borthers are not a Newfoundland company. But
I say that, to my knowledge, because the practice has
grown across Canada for large national compénies to
incorporate local. companies.

SOME HON. ‘MEMBERS:- oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
Order!

MR. HICKMAN: ’ For instance, Mr. Speaker, if
I may -

MR. NEARY: They are involved in a
scandal (Inaudible).

MR. HICKMAN: I take it the hon. gentleman

from Buchans would like some factual answers.

MR. FLIGHT: I have a few supplementaries
too.
MR. HICKMAN: Right.

If Collavino have incorporated

a local company -~

MR. NEARY: Collavino.
MR. HICKMAN: . ~ Collavino - under the provisicns

of the Newfoundland Companies Act, then I would assume they
are a local company. Becéuse one of the main reasons for

the policy which is not peculiar to Newfbundland of giving
local preference is that if it is a company incorporated. in,
say, this Province, then the corporation tax that is collected
by the federal government a certain amount is rebated to

the Province. Insofar as employment is concerned, well, it
makes very iittle'difference because they presumably employ

Newfoundlanders, and that is written into the contract anyway.

It is a question of the profits and a question of the taxes,
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MR. HICKMAN: . but I do not know. If

Collavino is not incorporated in the Province of

- Newfoundland, if it is not a Newfoundland company, if

as islbéihq inferred that it is from outside the Province

then obviously, the ﬁreference that is provided Newfoundland

companies is not available here. ‘ ' -
If on the other hand it is a

Newfoundland company then there is no question about it

it would have to apply.

MR. FLIGHT: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, this topic is

a very serious situation, there is a lot 6f money involved
according to what we read-and what we hear. I have had
some‘fairly decent sources tell me that there is a very
ticklish situation ekisting. ‘Does Hydro, a Crown corporation,
I ask the miﬁister, does Hydro, A crown corporation have
the same regulatibns apply to them? The Province when
accepting tenders allows a.l0 per cent overrun, or 10 per
cent higher to local contractors as opposed to mainland
contractors or companies -not involved in Newfoundland or
not incorporated. Now, as a Crown corporation does that
rule alsp apply to Hydro? Do they permit a contractor -to

be 10. per cent over a local firm?

MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. minister.
MR. HICKMAN: ’ Mr. Speaker, I really cannot

answer that question. I do not know the answer to it.. The
qguestion, if it could be asked on tomorrow to my colleague
the hon. the Minister of Public Works and Services, because

I do not know. -

MR. FLIGHT: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: , A final ;upplementary. -
MR. FLIGHT: : Did he say final or second
final? -
AN HON. MEMBER: . Second final.
MR. SPEBKER: Final final.
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MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, would the

minister indicate to the House - now he has indicated in -

.

his first answer that Collavino.would not be permitted
to withdraw the tender. Collavino have admitted publicly

and in writing that they made a manual error of $4.5

million. and have asked to withdraw their tender and

increase it by that amount. The minister has indicated
that they are not going to be permitted. Woula-the
miqister indicafe to . the House whether or not Collavino-
is going to have to lose, give up. their bid -bond which

in this case would be $1.6 million?

MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. minister.
MR. HICKMAN: That question, Mr. Speaker,

I cannot answer. But I suggest that the way the hon.
gentleman is putting it the questioﬁ'is.an oversim@lification;
1f, for instance, Collavino's bid was substantially bélow,

and the indication I saw in the press suggests that it was,
then, obviously, it-would not be in the. best interest of

the taxpayers of this Province to rely ;n a technicality

and say we will go to number 2, say, $12 million higher.

That would be silly and I am sure that the hon. gentleman
from Windsor - Buchans (Mr. Flight) would not suggest we

do thaﬁ. .

L If Ehe company withdrew and
the bail bond was availed of that still would put the
taxpayers of Newfoundland many millions of dollars behind
the .eighth ball. .I would think,'and from what I‘understand,
is Ehat there is not a question of a withdrawal of the bid

by Collavino, but the matter is -

MR. NEARY: ] Was it done. deliberately?
MR. HICKMAN: I have no idea. I am never

prepared to say anyone does anything deliberately if I have
no proof thereof.

SOME HCN. MEMBERS: ., Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated I would recognize
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MR. SPEAKER: the hon. gentleman from

Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir next.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a question for

the Minister of Tourism.

AN HON. MEMBER: .+ Are you picking on the
minister?
MR. SIMMONS: No, I am not picking on him.

We know we can get information from this minister, Mr.

Speaker.

10059



¢

June 13, 1978 Tape 4329 18-1

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, the question of the Heritage Village. Perhaps the
minister has been in the portfolio long eﬁough now to be familiar with
it. The Her%tage Village has been kicking~§r00nd for a number of
years, the concept. I understand that the Government of Canada offered
to this Province, I think, $1 million, I think was the figure and it
has never been taken up. I wonder if ii is a dead issue now. Is it

a dead issue or are there ongoing considerations as to-a location for

the Heritage Village? . Perhaps I will hold it there and I will have

‘another for the minister.
MR. SPEAKER: ~ The hon. Minister of Tourism.

MR. MORGAN:  Mr. Speaker, the Heritage Village concept came forward

from the federal government in the course of discussions with the
government here three years ago. This government took a Took at the
proposal from Ottawa but based on the fact that there was only $1 million
available for that‘k{nd of concept to establish a Heritage Village and
that it wou]d.cost'in most cases a substantial amount more than $1
miliion - for example it would cost more 1ike $10 million to establish
the kind of concept the federal government wanted to establish in the
Heritage Village concept in regards to services, etc. and restoration.
The government's policy-last year and in fact now is that lgoking at
our priorities we cannot allocate that kind of funds, looking at

$6 million or §7 million to go on top of the $1 million from Ottawa

to establish a Heritage Village.

However the concept is not dropped entirely
because I intend to pursue the matter further with Ottawa to look at the
possibility - there are a number of proposals in, one I can think of
is Sandy Point here .in the St. George's area and.others as well putting
forward a suggestion that maybe if they got the $1 million they would
not want any input from the provincié] level and they could get the
funds from Ottawa to look at the possibi1it& of developing the ngitage
Village in their own energy; sort of thing, their own initiative. Now

whether or not the federal government will agree to that I do not know

~-but it is worth pursuing. But at this time we have decided as a
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MR. MORGAN:

there is vefyvminimal, approximately fifteen jobs.And even after

the work is completed there will be sfiT] very few jobs available
in the community. It is going to be a major tourist attraction

and will hopefully draw some revenue into the area but.not in the
means of jobs.

So looking at these two points I am
not sure what the federal government will do but I do intend to
pursue the matter and for tﬁg interest of the members from the
Bay St. George akea, I also intend to pursue-the idea of looking

at the possibility of what we can do for them hopefully from the

. same federal fﬁnds. .
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush) followed
- by the hon. member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan).

" MR. LUSH:  Mr. Speaker, I would like to be able to ask this question

of the Premier but in his absence I will ask it to the Minister of

Labour and Manpower. As the minister knows
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Statistics Canada issued its nionthly

statistics again with respect to the labour force for the month of

Yay and again it shows our rate to be excessively high, disgracefully

so, aétually. and before I get involved in asking a question related

to that ~ Some weeks ago the minister indicated that he would undertake

to lool: into whether or not there was a flow chart related to the

Government's 40,900 jobs.
AN JON. MEMBEP:

Fear, hear!

The question I asked was whether there

was some time frame on this as to how many jobs - The programme was over

five years and my question was: Fow many jobs would be created this year.

and the next year or whether, indeed, all the jobs were going to be

created in the Fifth year of
this to indicate -

1 _HCH. MEUBER:

‘{r. Speaker, but I indicated

the programrme; was there a flow chart on
No flow chart; it must be the River Shannon.
The hon. linister of Labour.
I did not undertake to get a flow chart,

I would check on the 40,70 over the time

span, and to be quite frank, I. had forgotten it which is not a very good

defence. I will undertake again to jot ny merory and try to get it as

soon as possible.
TR, LUSH:

', SPEAKFR:

close shortly, and as I have

Supplementary, *r. Scealier.
Supplementary.
In view of the fact the HMouse is going to

said before, the lahour force statistics

indicate that our unemployment rate is still outrageously high, would

the minister take it upon himself to suegest to "is Cabinet that maybe

we vould form a select committee of the Touse to work over the summer to-

look at unzmployment,particularly in view of the fazct now that the

fewfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour have oresented their

renort on unamployrent. So,

sc sugrest =o his colleagues

I am wondering if the rinister would undertate

that we sat up a select cormittee of the
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M. LUSH: Touse to look into the unemnloyment

.
situation, to review this report, mavhe to meet with Tederal
fovernnment officials.so that we can report back in the Fall session

7ith some suggestions to improve the unemployment in this Province.

iR. SPEAKTR: Fon. Minister. '’
M. ROUSSEAU: ) ir. Speaker, we had a very good meeting,

one of the better meetings that I have attended, this morning with the
liewfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour. The Premier and several
Cabinet ministers met with the Federation. They saw a half an houtlfilm
and met for two and a half hours and talked about this Specific problem
of umemnloyment. The Premier indicated to the President, *fr. ayo, this
morning that we woulé be getting together in two or three weeks to take
about specifics becauge this morning's conversation obtviously was of a
general nature in wﬁich we discussed mainly the problem of unemployment
as it flowed fzom the Task Force report. We will ke dealing with the
Federation of Labour, I assumé, when the Fouse closes within two or
three weeks and tall: of more specific degails. The brief this norning
actually did not have anv specific details but there were philosophies
and goals and objgctives that Government and labour and management

and the Province, indeed, should go and we intend to pursue these on

a more specific basis. In respect to the Federal effort, we will
‘continue again as soon as the House closes to tall apain with our
counterpart in Ottawa. . I would hope that the other three Atlantic
ministers again would join with me and talk.abouc job creation in the
resource based areas, not the Canada Yorks welfare type prograrmes,

in which there will te jobs to do now and jobs wﬂich would flow from

the projects that are undergaken. e will continue to pursue that.

“r. Cullen gave an indicaticn that in this vear's budget some of tha
money for Puhlic Worls would Le allotted to that sort of thing. Ue

hhave not heard any details yet but we certairly will hte looking

forwvard to it.
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Mo, LUSH: * Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

IT.. SPEARER: Final supplementary.

¥R, LUSH: 4 Yr. Speaker, the minister did not address

upon himself, or probably puf another way, what does he think of the idea
of setting up a select committee of the House,.at least to show tha
fovernment's concern for this matter set up a select committee of the
House involving both sides so that over the summer we can review this
report put in by the Mewfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labhour,

also to meet with Federal officials to see if we cannot nresent in this
Fall session with some immediate and effective steps to solve our

unemployment problem.

M. SFLAKER: Hon. minister.
¥R, RGUSSEAT: Mr, Spealer, as I said - I think I directed

myself very specifically to the question. I said that we would te meeting
vith the Tederation of Labour in two or three weeks. It is not a select
committee of the louse hut the information that wvas given this morning

as of a very, very general nature. The Federation indicated that they weté
not nresumptious enough éo tell Government what to do hecause if any side
soes into another side and says, '"VMere is what it 18" - but they have
specific proposals that they will make and éhis will prohably be done

over the summer. They went a spirit of dialogue and co-operation hetween
Government and lahour and we will pursue that. The question of a select

cotmittee, of course. is not one that I can give an undertaking to tut

right nou the ongoing meetings will continue with the Federation of Lakour.
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MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated I would recognize the hon. member

for Eagle River next.

MR. STRACHAN: A question for the acting Premier and the deputy
Premier, the Minister of Justice, the Minister of Finance, Government
House Leader, the member who knows more about the House than the
Premier does. Could he tell us whether there is any real consideration
to a Fall session of the House of Assembly?

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

MR. STRACHAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR..HICKMAN: 1 would want to use another phrase but every time I
use it the hon. gentleman makes: fun of me so I will not use that.
Most definitely. )
MR. STRACHAN: 1f tﬁere is a Fall session of the House of Assembly
could the actfng Premier or deputy Premier tell me whether there
will be consideration given to having the House of Assembly held in

Labrador somewhere this Fall rather. than be held here in St. John's?

' MR. SPEAKER: . The. hon. minister.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I certainly cannot give that assurance.
[ have not'any jdea as to cost. Someone told-me that this hbn. House
cost $100,000 a-day when it is open. I mean I just do not know and

T would suspect that there are all kinds of considerations -that would

be very relevant to that sort of decision.

MR. STRACHAN: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
" MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.

MR. STRACHAN:  Could the acting Premier tell me whether the cost.
of ‘not holding the House of Assembly in Labrador wog]d outweigh the
actual fiscal costs and financial éosts.of-going there. I think
that -as I understand it there is little legal reason for not going
there. It is very simple to go there and have a Houée of Assembly
for a short period of time and a Fall session would surely suit

the situation. And furthermore that the cost of not holding at

‘some time or other the House of Assembly.in two-thirds of - this

_Province then the future, the economic future of this Province is

surely going to outweigh the cost of continuing to hold the House of
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MR. STRACHAN:

Assembly in St. John's.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, you know, the question asked by the hon.
member for Eagle Rivef is like, héve you stopped beating your wife.
It is not a question of cost of having the House of Assembly meet
outside the capital city, vis-a-vis, the tremendous contribution that
Labrador makes as a part of this Province. The‘question is whether
or not it is feasible and to uphold -

MR. STRACHAN: Would it not be very unlikely for some members to

be in Labrador? )

MR. HICKMAN: It would not be very 1ike1y. Maybe, Mr. Speaker, it .
would -

MR. STRACHAN: Maybe the member for St. John's North -

MR. HICKMAN: - be-the greatest dfsfavour we could do to the people
of Labrador to have them see this House in action because I am sure
of one. thing that they would not have found many of the sessions since
March of fhis year very enlightening and would not be too proud at 'times
of the behavior of hon. members.

But, you know, the question of whether- or

not this House should sit in Labrador or as an Assembly or whether

it should sit. in Gr;nd Falls or Corner Brook or whether it should

sit 1ﬁ Grand Bank is a matter that certainly I am not prepared to
make any commitment as one minister today. But I want to assure the
hon. member for Eagle River that whilst-in our own modest way we .
have been attempting since the Moores Administration came into power
to bring government closer to Labrador as is evidenced by the fact
- that for the first time there has been a meeting, a-Cabinet meeting
in Labrador and committees of Cabinet ministers have viéitéd very .
frequently Labfador, an unprecedented act I might say, all of this

is designed to bring Labrador within and keep them within the main
stream of Newfoundland and Labrador 1ife. But I certainly cannot give

that commitment but I would not want the hon. member for Eagle River
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MR. HICKMAN:

to think in any way that this government is not very sensitive towards
the needs and ambitions of the people who reside in that part of our

Province.

DR. KITCHEN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supp1ementary. The hon. meﬁber for St. John's West. .
DR. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. House leader could uhdertake

to' check with the Premier on this matter and also if the other members
of his caucus on that side to ask them their feelings on the matter
and that we could check with our members here and then some arrangement

might be made in that direction:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. CALLAN: I have a supplementary, very important.

MR. HICKMAN: I was going to say yes or not but I am apprehensive now

as there is a threatened supplementary from the hon.- member for
Bellevue {Mr. Callan). So I have to say to the hon. gentleman for

St; thn's West that he made ghe point very loud and clear hére two
nights ago or one night last week, last night, when- he contributed

so well and so responsibly to the debate on the Speech From the

Throne. And I would think that hon. gent]emeﬁ on this side-of the
House-as well as hon. gentlemenlopposite will pay heed to his
suggestions. But it is not proper for a minister of the Crowh to

say what he will or will not do with respect -to the Lieutenant Governor

in Council.
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MR. SPEAXER: . Order 1, the adjourned debate, the Address in Reply,

The hon. member for Bonavista North,

SOME HOY. MEMEERS: Hear! Hear!
MR. G. CROSS: Mr. Speaker, right at the beginning of what I

have to saysl would like to address just a very few brief rema;ks toward
the spray programme. Certainly my remarks will be brief but I look at
it in this way - sometimes if you are sick youvtake a drug'to be cured
even though there might be adverse side effects. Certainly we were

told by our environmentalist and foresters that our foreét is sick and

we must administer the spray to help it recover. Certainly there has

- been conflict on both sides but if the facts are right,Matacil has been

used before and certainly it has been used to spray fruit in

vorchards in England, West Germany, Mew Zealand and Australiz and certainly
the proposed dosage that is permitted in the apple orchar@s,the -
concgntration is much greater than it is in the spray programme that will

be introduced in Newfoundland.

AN HON. MEMBER: A quorum call.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! To my count there is a quorum

present. The hon. member. v

MR. CROSS: . Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes,l said there has been

_conflict on both sides. I have said that Matacil has been used in

spraying and that the concentration used in other countries is far,
far greater than the concentratibn to.be used here in Newfoundland.
If T am right-the dosage is two ounces to the acre of Matacil in our
spray programmesadministered in two applications. - Certainly the dosage
permitted in apple orchards is forty-eight ounces per acre, twenty=-four
times as strong, Mr. Spe;ker. I am not an authority on Matacil or
insectcides so with these few remafks I will get on with other remarks
that I want to make in this Address in Reply.

Certain;y last ;ight I congratulated the
mover and the seconder of the Address in Reply, the hon. member for
?erfyland and the hon. member for Naskaupi. I want to re-echo those

congratulations now. Before getting into the few remarks I wish to
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MR. CROSS: make in this debate,I would also like to congratulate the

nember for Harbour Grace who I thought last night made a good speech.

Certainly what I liked about it was that he was brief and to the point,.

AN HON. MEMBER: - Positive.
MR, CROSS: Positive, yes,and the tempo of his remarks showed

him to be a concerned and dedicated member of this legislature and his

humourous stanzas at the end,I think topped it off. I think the hon. -

member from Harbour Grace rivals Nish Collins in Rhymes of the Times

in the Daily News.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for Fogo, a man
whom I have 'a great deal of respect for and a man vhom I have known for
a long time,spoke well in this debaté when he spoke yesterday. I cén
rememberyand I believe I said this before in the House,but I can certainly
re@ember taking the mail from the Winnifred Lee on the Lower Labrador,
a boat used in the i940$ . to maintain a contact with the many floaters
Who' sailed North to the Labrador fishery each year. Captain Winsor
used to be the mastar of that boat. The hon. member in his address
mentioned the resettlement programme of some years back. In his remarks

he said that the people were not forced to relocate.
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MR. CROSS:
I can oqu say that 1f they were not forced many of the
people were pressured into resettling,and what is the
difference? As I have stated beforeyI lived and taught
school at Greenspond during resettlement days and this
is what happened in that community: The fish plant
which gave employment was closed, éold for $100 and
demolished. The bait depot that had served a need,
the needs of the fishermen in that community,was closed.
The ice making machine was dismant;éd and moved out,
and the nurse im the cqmmupity left with no great efforts
made to replace her. Mr. Speaker, if the people were not
forced I am sure these were pressure tactiecs.

Mr. Speaker, in my opinion
thequd, :histéric comnunity of Greenspond with 1its
great culture and traditiomn was saved from éxtinction
b& the change in govermnment that came about in Newfoundland
in 1972, I will go a 1little further, Mr. Speaker, and
say the whole North shore of Bonavisfa North was saved
from resettlement by the change that came about by the
éhange in government of that time. I say that because-
I lived there in the Northern part of that district and
I know what was happening. As Greenspond was being‘
resettled the same option was open to people from the
mainland,and in the late 1960's there was no trouble to
see houses left vacant in ény of the communities from
Valleyfield to Cape Freels North. It is not. so today,
Mr. Speaker. That area; of the district 1is very progressive
and.is prOSp;rous. Ingtead of seeing homes barred up
and vacantymany new homes are under construction.

In the community in the district

that I live in, the community of Badger's Quay,or in the
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MR. CROSS:

rural district of Badger's Quay-Valleyfield-Pool's Island
certainly there are twelve new houses under construction
right‘at this point in time and & dozen or more requests
have been made to council for land on which to build.

In that area of my district, Mr. Speaker, land poses a
serious problem. The terrain in the main is bog and
rock and because there are‘no sewer facilities pgrmits
for building lot; are being rejected. I might add if
the past administration had seen fit to install seﬁer

at the time that they did water,then we would not have
that problem today. -

Mr. Speaker, every community
you visit in the district is showing signs of some
growth and progress. Eveﬁ in Greenspond itself five new
homes were built in 1977, It is true, Mr. Speaker, as
in many districts in Newfogndland that in some areas of
the district of Bonavista North there is faf too much
unemployment. But 1if we can develop the resources that
we ﬁave,which is main;y fish, blueberries and our tourist
resourcegythat situation will improve in time.

As I have already stated, did
state in the Budget debﬁte, in the last two years we have
had four make-work projects, two federal and two provimcial,
to develop our bluéberry resource. At present, Mr. Speaker,
a small fish plant {s under construction in the .community
of Dover and I might add that the project is being financed
through Canada Works,which are federal dollars, Small Craft
Harbours, but also the provincial Department of Fisheries
and also Rural Development. So if there are species, many
species processed there ce;tainly that little undertaking
will be coloured by the finances that it has received: It
will not be all federal, it  will not be all provincial.

But certainly
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MR. CROSS: we pay the federal taxes we jet. I liope

we eXxrect to set something in return.

m. wOODROQ: ‘ That is our rightﬁ still, our right to
zet something.

P, CROSS: ¥r. Speaker, there has been much talk : =
invtﬁis Liouse about the cutback in teachers thils year. Mr. Speaker,

sucéess in education is sometimes attributed to big schiools with

their highly qualified teachers and their specialists. Sometimes

‘T think that the small school is overlooked. 1 believe that certainly

there are two cﬁaracteristics that spell success in any work in life
and these two characteristics are fostered in the smaller school more
than in the larger one, namely,the characteristics of {ndustry and
independence. Mr. Spealker, I would bet right now that there has been
more graduates graduated from Memorial University and the trade scheol
from the community of Greenspond in the last five or six years than
have graduated from any other community its size on the Island of
Vewfoundland or in Labrador. I can name a few who have been graduates
of university and trade school. May I add that some of these young
men have made their mark and some of them are teachers Back in the
oldyhistoric community o? Greenspond doing a very good job. Let

me name seven or eight or aine or ten. I think of one Herbert Burry,

orman Burry, George Wrisht, William Granter, Glenn Granter, Michael Bragg,
Audrey Way, Helen Marshfield, Cordon Marshfield, Arthur Jerrett,
Bert Whelan, Tred Bragg and the list goes on. And they all, in their
initial graduation with grade eleven, did come from a small
school. V
Yr. Speaker, in this debate and others
fhere have been speakers who questioned as to whether or not we have
a surplus of fish stocks in our waters, in particular the cod. I feel
that there 1s not a surplus and T realize, ¥r. Speaker, that we have
to depend sn science in this matter but I 4o not btelieve we can give -
2 déaf ear to our fishermer. I have said before and I say again that

our fishermen have been exnerimenting for vears and certainly this
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MR. CROSS: 1s their findings, that is takes
twice the nets tobcatch as much fish now as it did some ten

or twelve years ago. I have said this before, that a longliner
with eighty nets twelve years ago.caught as‘much or more fish as
the same longliner today with doublé the nets.

The small inshore fishing boat
with twenty nets today is catching less fish than the same boat
a decade ago with less than half that number of nets.

In 1965 our Labrador codfishery was
very successful. Three vessels that I can think of that operated
out of the area that I now represent brought bumper trips from
the Labrador. And the vessels I think of are the Lidia'Marie .
the Zhan, and the boat called The Debbie Lee. These three vessels

alone brought in excess of -

MR. NEARY: WYhat about the Shirley Blanche?
MR. CROSS: ) - brought in excess of 7,500 quintals

in that one year. Bumper trips, Mr. Speaker. But then 'we look
to 1966, '67 and '68. Boats that proséﬁuted the Labrador fishery
‘for the cod that year returned almost with clean keelsons. What
caused the sudden failure? And I'might add the Labrador fishery,

the codfishery on the Labrador, has not survived or improved to

.
any great extent .
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Mr. Cross: over the past number of years. I think, Mr. Speaker,

that the answer is this; that you cannot catch the fish twice, and

- that has been said before, I say it now, if you catch it

on the Hamilton Banks you cannot catch it again inshore. If our
spawning dgrounds are raped dep1efion‘can only be the result. And,

Mr. Speaker, it is not the pounds taken and processed, but the millions
of pounds destroyed in the process of taking that fish which causes the
greatest damage.

Mr. Speaker, we do-today have more technolegy, more
ways to find fish, to locate fish today.than we evér had before. [ believe
we must leave the main spawning grounds alone, let the fish ﬁPaWﬁ €ﬁd
disperse, and then use our technology to hunt and harvest it. In
that.way we will ensure the replenishing of our stocks, and a supply f?r
Ehe future. d '

Mr. Speaker; just a word on the giveaway of- shrimp
licences to other provinces.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CkOSS: This action on the part of the federal government
should be of great concern to every hon. member of this hon. House:
Every member of the House of Assembly should express his displeasure
at what has happened. 1 think fifty-one telegrams from every individual
member in this House should be sent to the hon. the Minister of Fisheries;
the hon. Romeo LeBlanc,with follow up, may I say.v. Mr. Speaker, it is
not too late for a united stand. The issue is too great for us to
play politics with. ‘And this House should stand united to a man and -
tell the Federal Government that we disapprove of this decision on their
part. Our employment rate will never decrease appreciably if the
resources that we have are taken from us.

" Mr. Speaker, thé spotlight was turned on Bonavista .

North in" the election of 1975, and,I may add, it has not been turned off

vet.
D, NEARY: _ It has been on ever s{nce.
MR. CRQSS: Last December in the by-election that was held in

the district of Twillingate, the 8istrict of Bonavista North was taken

as an example by the Liberals in their political propagaﬁda during that
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MR. CROSS: campaign.
MR. NEARY: Do not get too nasty now or we will call a quorum.
MR. CROSS: I am not going to get nasty, I do not like being

nasty, and I do not intend to let the kon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary)
_— |

_ But I am just going to read three little paragraphs
from a letter that was put into the homes of the people in Twillingate

in Tast Necember.

MR. NEARY: Which party?
“'MR. CROSS: By the Liberal Party, and signed by the candidate

who ran, the now member for Twillingate, .tHe Leader of the Liheral

Pafty.

MR, NEARY: A good letter, boy, I saw it.
MR. CROSS: A great one.

‘MR. NEARY: A good letter.

‘MR. CROSS: But the three péragraphs that I want to read ,
Mr. Speaker, are these.. v '

MR. MEARY: Table it.

MR. CROSS: I'will have no use for it after today, so I will

possibly lay it on the Table of the House when I am finished.

MR. NEARY: Yes, boy, get on with it.
MR. CROSS: It says, "Anyone who is tempted to vote for the P.C.

candidate because the Provincial P.C. Government may be in power for
another six months or a year should take a Took at Bonavista North
district. . During the by-election there a.year and a half ago the P.C.
Government made definite written promises qnd commitments to the people
of Bonavista North, The voters there eiected a P.C. member. A year
and a half later hardly any of the promised projects have been started
let alone finished, and no one ever heirs'that P.C. member or any

P.C. backbencher speaking out publicly on the needs of his district.

MR. S. NFARY: Right.

MR. 'CROSS: So, Mr. Speaker, there we have it.

MR, NEARY: Truer wqrds were never spoken, Sir.

MR. CROSS: . Mr. Speaker, my s]ogan.in the election of 1975

that I won by a small margin as I went door to deor in the district of
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Bonavista North 'in the same way that the hon. member for Twillingate

(Mr. W.N. Rowe) did in December of 1974, my words and my slogan

to the people were action will speak louder than words.

AN HON. MEMBER: . ‘ Right you are.
SONE HON. MEMBERS: ' flear, hear!
MR. G. CROSS: 1 believe, Mr. Speaker, that

action-is speaking in the district that I row have the honor:
of representing.and has been speaking for the past three years.

- Let me in closing mentioq again
some of the projects that has been done and some of the projects
that are ongoingyand I will not exhaust the supply. Certainly
three new schools are under construction - -
MR, S. NEARY: Aha!
MR. G. CROSS: -an elementary school that will
serve the communities of Gambo, Middle Brook and Dark Cove, an
elementary school in Dover and an Qll grade school for Greenspond.
MR. S. NEARY: ' . I thought the school boards
looked after the schools,
MR. G. CROSS: Right, Sir, I agree with you
there. Thank; for reminding me, the hon. member for LaPoile (¥ir. Neary).
MR. S. NEARY: _ Right.
W’ G. CROSS: But I can say honestly that for
two out of threeyand the best two out of three is very goodsthat I
did work hand in hand with local committees who know that I worled
with them and that satisfies me,to get the schools that w;re needed.
Certainly the Provincial Government could not say;ﬁere is the new school,
The*Integrated Fducational Committee allocates the funds,but it is the

government who ‘gives them the funds to build the schools.

MR. NEARY: : It is the taxpayers.
MR. G. CROSS: Certainly water and sewer
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MR. G. CROSS: is being installed in the
community of Nover,nearing completion. Water and sewer is omgoing
in Trinity,and water and sewer has been begun and is ongoing

in the rural district of Gambog-biiddle'Brook— Dark Cove.

.
.

Certainly mux'xicipal paving
has been completed in Centreville, the branch roads to

Dover has been completed, the main road through the community of
Wareham‘ h#s been completed, the main road through Indian Bay

has been completed.

AN HON. MEMBER: You should be ashamed.
¥R. G. CROSS: ' I am not ashamed.

The Bonavista North Loop
Road jig nearing completion.

MR. S. NEARY: ‘ Thanks to 'Uncle' Ottawa.
MR. G. CPOSS: . The final twenty-four
miles are under contract.

MR. S. NEARY: I say thanks to the Liberal
government in Ottawa.

MR. G. CROSS: ‘ I say yes, Mr. Speaker, thanks
Mr, Ottava for your 90 per cent, thanks tp the Province of
Newfoundland for thelr 10 per centy pye aiso say thanks

to the government that did negotiate that deal that gave us the
Loop Road. '

MR. S. WEARY: Thank you Pierre Elliot

Trudeau.

MR. G. CROSS: . Presently the branch road

through Valle?field is under upgrading -

MR. S. MEARY: Thank you Mr. Trudeau.
MP. 6. CROSS: - and the branch road

to Yewtown also is under upgrading.

AN HON. MEVBER: Tell them that is not all.
_MR. _G. CROSS: Mr. Speaker, that is not -

all there are a.lot of little things as well that have helped me.
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MR._S. NEARY: Canada Works
MR. G. CROSS: I had not mentioned the

Canada Works, Mr. Spéaker.}I do not want any credit for them
but I will say this,and I think I could bear out what I
am saying,that Carada Works are good. Certainly everyone

would agree with me when I say the wages are too low,:

MR. WOODROW: . Right.
HR. G. CROSS: I think they would also

agree with me when I say that Canada Works,although good -

MR. Sf NEARY : (Inaudible) in Quebeec.
ﬂR; WOODROW : o Starvation wages.

lgg;_g;_£§9§§: - are Band-aid treatments
and also that Canada Worké can become extremely political.
I look uponsfrom seeing what hasvhappened in the district
in the last three years and what happened previously,

I look upon the Canada Works projects g $750,000 or $800,000

of a slush fund that is given to Federal M.P's in their

districts,
MR. J. CARTER: ~ It is the biggest pork barrell in Canada. -
MR. G. CROSS: and 1f I could bear out the

facts, Mr. Speaker, and I think I would have plenty of time to

do so.
MR. WOODROW: Go ahead and tell ‘them.
MR. G. CROSS: Up until - let me express this

one little fact - up until 1975 in the north end of the district.
you could count on one hand the Canada Works projects that were

approvedqand I speak the truth when I say that.I could name

them.

AN HON. MEMBER: They were LIP programs.

MR. G. CROSS: ) E LIP and Canada Works.I am
thinking of. LIP is the same thing;it is only Canada Works im

disguise. . But since 1975 it will take both hands and one of
your feet to go to work and count all of the projects.
iR. S. JEARY:

What time did you start?’
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MR. G. CROSS: T know it started more than
three years before 1975.
w But is not all the federal
money going into the hon. gentleman's district (inaudible) .
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MR. NEARY: He 1s just giving us his
Santa Claus list there of all the things that are
héppening that Santa Claus brought him from Ottawa.
Has he got it all in that district?
MR. CROSS: " No, thank God, I do not.
Bup,'Mr. Speaker, all I can say is that this is great
progresé in a district where nothing is being done and
where the member has no concérn*for the needs of his
district.

Mr. Speaker, in closing may
I say that all of us, the best are not perfect, that

we are frail creatures =~

MR. WOODROW: Right.
MR. CROSS: - that we all have our faults

and our shortcomings. What is one man's strength is
another man's weaknesses, but I believe, Mr. Speaker,
that we are all concerned for the needs of our districts

and for the good of Newfoundland and Labrador in general -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

YR. CROSS: - or I do not think we would be
here.

}MR. . NEARY: Praise the Lord!

MR. CRQOSS: ) I know if I did not have a

genuine concern for the good of this,our native Province
and all Newfoundlanders ,I would not be here, but I do

believe, Mr. Speaker, that degrading and destructive remarks

are best unsaid. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. the member for Fortune -

Hermitage.
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MR. J. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, in speaking in

reply to the Throne‘Speech I am permitted considerable

latitude but rather limited.time as we'all know.

- However, with so many subjécts that need to be explored,

one may indeed find himself wandering a bit from the real
subject matter. . However, I shall try to cover as many
problems that affect ﬁy‘discrict as possible without
forgetting the need Yorisome continuity or relativity.

h My district, as everybody
knows, is rural almost completely with fishing being the
backbone of the ecénomy of Fortune - Hermitage. All
communities in my district depend on the fisheries, and
to a certain degree the fishefies depend on them. However,
qhere are other things besides fishertes.

As an opening gambit, I would
like to refer rather briefly to my position as Opposition
critic for Public Works. Due to rather unusual happenings
or procedures in the department as outlined in the )
Auditor General's report for 1976 - 1977, attention was
focused on it by the Public Accounts Committee so ably
chaired by my friend and colleague, the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Eséoir. I fherefore took a background position so
as not to prejudice or clash in any way with the procedures
of that committee. I notice that moét of them ére not here
at the present time; héwevet, they will hear what I have to
say eventually.

Being fully aware that eventually
inadequacies of control, procedures in tendering and other

matters would be brought to the attention of the House, the

Auditor General had delineated the need for some fupther

attention to this deﬁartment. I did, however, ask the

original question regarding the possibility of police
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MR. J. WINSOR: investigation into possible
irregularities in Pﬁblic Works, and subsequently, of
course, due to the findings of the committee and the
Auditor General, the RCMP were asked to conduct a very
thorough ipvestigation.

Well, the results of this
investigation have culminated in certain charges geing
laid. .

I did attend a couple of
sittings of the Public Accounts Committee and I ﬁavé to
say it was apparent that there were undercurrents of
?onglict flowing between Opposition committee members,

‘government committee members -~

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. J. WINSOR: - not necessarily in that

- direction. This was not really conducive to open,
conscientious, investigative procedures so necessary for
such a commi:teé. I say this without rancour, I am
certainly not trying to stir up any further animosities
in that particular area. The message I would like to
leave with you is this: No committee of the House will
lever function properly or perform its duties as required
of it unless the members act with utmost good faith in
themselves and among themselves in the highest possible

definition of responsibility and integrity
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.
R, JACK WIMNCOR: to this Licuse and to the people who

clected them. There is 7o room or need for deviation froa these
principles, it is a responsibility not to be trifled witi. Let
us uope that the lessons learned through-this cqmmit:ee will
obviate discrepancies of proéeduré and the possibility of
fraudulent situations in the future tut we can be sure the ;eed
for eternal vigulance however, is not likely to diminish. T wae
aot able to be present here in the House when the Public Works
estimates vere pfesented, however my colleagues very ableyrreprc-
ﬁanted the Opposition in this. A short reference to the estim-
ates; I was here the evening ﬁhe Hon. Memier for St. Joha's
East {(lir. MYarshall) wuade reference to a lacﬁ of i;depth examin-

ation of the departmental assets, I believe this is the way he

~ut it, that the economic spokesman, my colleague the hon.
~ember for Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir (¥r. Simmons) made ao
r2ference to any particular item in the estimates. All that
was done weeks ago, piece by plece, item by item. His siz=

teen plué hour summation of the many aspects of this goveraments
failure to comp with the ecomomiec and social problems cf the
proviance was masterful ﬁnd pertinent énd I believe the hon.
merber for St. John's East (Mr. l{arshall) must have been

missing on some occasions when the hon. member for Rurgeo -

Bay d' Espolr (r. Simmons) was covering that narticular depart-

Ed 1

ment. I was impressed with the non. member for St. Jehn's Ees

(&3

(tir. “arshall) in ourlining our economic status and the warning

e issued on continues borrowiag to stav o econonic

disaster., W

]

are a disaster and we oniy survive on our ability

Rt

to produce and exnort fisheries, forest nroducts, minerals and

over., If there was eaough -exjortees on the zovermment zides
h -3

+ould not have allowved thenmselves in t

10C84



L J

June 13, 1978 Tane Ho. £328 Cw - 2
M. JACY TINSCR: in a deposit position on a continues

and esculating basis, however, ve cannot expect expertees from
amatures because that 1s what they prove to be in the fileld cof
tusineéss management; A goVernmént is no Eifferent from a business
if.it is not operated in the sqmeimanner it is bound to have
nroblams. How long can that situation ge on, when do you stop

adding a guesstamate increase to last years estimates and I

believe that this is what is being done in the estimates, not

anvy sensible worked out scheme of what are we going to do and
how much 1is it going to cost, add another million or two ontd
this or a million or twoe on to that, gussstimatas: A nre-
sumptuous estimate that we were x million short last vear, we
musg assume‘that we have to continue to borrow. This could not
hannen in nrivate industry, no way, wvhat is so different shout
government methods? I 'should term it frantic, fiscal fclley
ond totally irresponsible. Frantic, fisczl, folley, the thres
£'s, no doubt about it. I share an? I am sure my colleagues

share with me the hon. member of St. John's East's (Mr. “arshall)

concern over the financial position of this province and that is -

AN UON, ME'RER: Frantic, fiscal, folley -
M. JACK WINSCR: . Well vou can add 2 few £'s to it if

vou want to and it +ill still be the same thing, frantic and. folley.

The only thing that we have as a zoing concern really -

AN HON, MEMBEPR: That 15 hard to say; frantic, fiscel
follev.

MR, JACK WINSCR: Mot 1f you have a bmiTan's tengue, it
is nnt. |

AN UON. MEMBER: Let us hear another bhavmen.

‘. JACK WINSCT: We are 2ll set. TFicheries s the only
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X WINSOT: thing that is a going concern znd than

Tod it is. I an sort of surprised that it is only iu the last vear

or o, siunce I have been sitting iun the House of Assembl:; that

It was important enough to me twenty seven yaars ago to leave

(inaudible) corner Hoy
R: I was not a cormer toy, I reseat that

even from uy name sake and hon. colleague,as ue kmows if your

mother was chinese anc your father was chinese you would not be

F-JOuN

.a fr~uchman.  So oy mother was a bay woman aad ay father was

oy

of

o

a baymar, now I guess 1 am one and am pretty prou t.

221 HOUL You want baclh to the cood way of life.

IR, JACK UINSOR: I ~ent back to the zood way of life and

I.only wvish that some of the poor pesple that were talked about

[}
+h
(s )
a4
(72
“r
[
o
E.
[4]

unere vesterday in St. John's by the hon. membe

Yest (Mr. Kitchen) who Lif they are out of work, they are really
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MR. J. HWINSOR in trouble. In the outports you have always

got Uncle Joe or éomebody to fall back on for a little hobble. You certainly
will not go hungry . and you will not go naked and you will not be forgotten
about. They is dlways a helping hand. Thank God for the outports and they

are gradually becoming .the most - not gradually - they have become the most
important factor in our economy, because where there is a fish plant it is

an outport. St. John's is the largest outport in Newfoundland, but a lot

of people seem to forget that - with none of the benefits, Well, the fisheries
has come to the condition it is in now or the state that it is in our economy

thanks to the efforts of private industry éoupled with a great deal of

“assistance from the federal government and the provincial government. We

cannot overlook the fact that both governments assisted industry in many ways
when the struggle was great and it started a long time ago, and we can
certainly thank our lucky stars, althéugh I have heard it said several times
in the last few days fhat the federal government should have very little

to do with controlling our fisheries. I say thank God they are controlling
it because it would be in the same state as our own economy, and I have

to make a couple of remarks.here. They are not intended .to be derogatory
towards the Minister of Fisheries in any way. Mr. Carter pleaded through -

I am quoting, Mr. Speaker, I beg your pardon, from the June 9th Daily News

S0 it is public property - Mr. Carter pleaded through the House with Ottawa

to give serious consideration to the $900 million proposal placed before

it recently by the Atlantic Provinces for ship replacement in the Atlantic
region. This thought is good - it is fine, and then another thing we

have here by Mr. Blackwood in the Telegram when he was speaking to the
College of Fisheries the other evening, and he said "The industry must
discipline themselves to increase the earnings of those involved while
keeping costs down and thelnarketsgrowing.l e must not embark on unnecessary
expansion of vessels or processing capacity and'we must not use the

fishery as the employer of last resort." Now these two statements.would
seem to conflict very badly, but I think what they provincial Minister

of Fisheries was-referr{ng to is the replacement of the old .vessels we

have and I am quite sure he was also thinking about Nordsee; 1 am not unaware
of that fact. That is very possible, and he has made a Tot of étatements on

things that he has been going to.do and some of them have been done, but
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MR. J. WINSOR: ' I say to the Minister of Fisheries that he
needs to do a great deal more. There are scme refrigeration units that are
missing in their sheds, their hauling runs. There aEe not enough baited
gear holding units around‘the Island, especially this time of the year when
men bait up and when they go té Teave in the morning, it js too stormy, and
the gear has got to be shacked up. That is a poor way to have things, and
there is a lot of housework to be done:in the fisheriés portfolio., And the
minister, I'am sure, is well aware. He is probably not getting enough money
to do the things he wants. [ hope you are getting the support you need

from your colleagues. Some of them are not too terribly concerned with
fisheries. Most of them know very little about it. I am sure the expertise
on fisheries is Timited on your side as well as on ours. I do have to

also say to the Minister of Fisheries (provincial) that he has shot (is the
word) a 1ot'of criticism at the federal government and I‘be1jeve you catch
more flies with molasses than you can with vinegar, and I am quite sure

that if you used a 1ittle more ‘lassy with the federal government you would
find things coming your way. 1 would like to see your record of the phone
calls and the letters that you have written tabled in the House of Assembly
that were conciliatory to a point - you do not have to be subservient -

you can be concijiatory; you can bargain with the federal government.
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MR. J. WINSOR: I have bargained with them for a few things

in my district and been very successful. I have had to take some knocks

from them. Ilhave had to take some knocks here as Qe]] in the House. I have
asked for things for my dfstrict which I have not gotten like the road to
Terrenceville which should be paved. It is a provincial responsibility.

The miﬁister cannot - come up with that eight miles of pavement, but then I
have to 1isten to the hon. member for Bonavista North (Mr. G. Cross) telling
about the goodies he has got down in his area. You know I am a backbencher
on this side and he is a backbendher on that side and he is getting a 1ot

more than T am, and [ suppose that is the name of the game. Well, [ think

" it is time for that game to be tamed down a little bit and a little more

attention paid to - I keep telling them, you know, favour this district or
favour that district. 1 have got PC people inh my district - some of the
best people in the world, and I do not know who they are = I do not know
who is PC and who is Liberal in my distriét. although the minister may
taugh at that and a few more. I am their member; that is what counts.
While I amitalking about fisheries, the other evening my colleague the hon.
member fromi‘Fogo (Capt. E. Winsor) outlined an insurance investment - a

retirement investment scheme which he and I talked about at great length,

~and I do think it is workable. I do think it is time the fishermen

contributed towards a scheme for themselves. ‘1 do think it is the right
time to approach them on it. They are earning good money; real good
money in fisheries now. People talked about the other day $20-25,000.
That is not unusual for tonglinermen - two men on a boat - to earn each
per annum, and if.:that is not good money I do not know what good money is.
There are some earning much more than that. They have no protection
against storm losses, damagé to a boat, loss of gear, and I think - I

have not heard the minister say anything about this particular scheme,

but I do think that - well, we are not going to set up a scheme - we are

. only going to suggest that [ am backing what the member for Fogo said

the other evening - a half cent from the fishermen - a half cent from the
buyer - the buyers are not going to Tike that but they are gett%ng
subsidies - the fishermen are getting a- subsidy from you now.- a half cent.

If you give them the subsidy now, he just puts it in.the pot and spends it.
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MR. J. WINSOR: The scheme that we are thinking about would
be something like enforced savings, sort of a retirement investment and a
gear ‘loss protection scheme for them. That wqu]d grow - they are not going

to have storms like they had a few weeks ago in Fortune Bay and other

places upon the west coast and 1ose'a11 their lobster pots. . They did not

lose all their lobster pots. When it was assessed, there were so many.

They got back into business agéin and hopefully could continue their fishing
with good results. I suggest very, very strongly to the Minister of
Fisheries that he use his efforts towards impro?ing facilities for the

fishermen, and in joining with me and others on this side of the House,

‘to sweet-talk the federal govermment into certain things that are badly

needed. 1 know they are not going to pay all the attention in the world

to us. If we do not go to them, they might just ovef]ook certain things.
Eut if the minister felt he could do this, talk to us, we could get together -
why not a coﬁmittee of the House. There are no committees - a committee of
this House on fisheries that would really get something done. I know about
your other committees and your schemes outside this, but none of them

would have the weight that a committee from this House would have. It

could provide some badly needed improvements in communication by road to

the high productivity of fishing communities. . That is what is hblding them
back mostly now. Let us get the product out in good shape, fast and
efficiently, therefore, less costly - no more holdups because tractor-
trailer operators cannot gef over the access roads - cannot get up over

the hill in the winter and the community stage situation should be

taken in hand. The federal government,. as I ;nderstand it, builds community
stages and they say to the provincial government "You.take it over". Then
you have to provide some freezing units in it and maybe scales - anything.

1 do not see why the provincial government could not do that and not quibble

over the fact that there might be some clapboard off it or a window broken

" out and got lights in them. Some of them do not even have lights yet, and

the men are down there two o'clock in the morning with kerosene lanterns -
back to the good old days. These baited gear-holding units are most important,
both as the equipment and size. Some of them are not the size they should

be.
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{Inaudible)

Yea, well, maybe we are too late, hey?
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MR. J. WINSOP: It should have been done years ago and I think
we have to put some steam behind it. I know you have to walk before you run,
but T think we have been walking too long in fisheries and as is obvious,

if we do not look after our fisheries ve are going to be in a sorry state.

I do place emphasis on that scheme; we are certainly not going to put the
nuts and bolts in place for you - that is ybur job and I think you can match
up to it. I would certainly like to hear something from you on it later on.
Let us get the icemaking equipment in place to maintain quality in the
fishing -boats, for instance. That is>a 50-50 deal. Any icemaking equipment
is 50-50, and lot of boats are going out now with no ice in them and there
is no blessed way that on a day like today you are going to get quality fish
ashore out of a boat that has no ice in it, as he goes down there early

in the morning and he does not come back t%l maybe four o'clock in the
afternoon. By that time it is mush. You know what fish that has been in

a boat now for eight or ten'hours in the sun are no; going to be very good.
So, these are things that are most important to the fisheries - fishermen's
insurance plan in-co—operation with the federal governﬁent - they will also
kick in, I am sure if you set up that plan, another half cent you wouid get
from the federal government. They are talking about cutting out subsidjes
ﬁow, and I think if they saw that subsidy going a certain way helping the
fishermen a little more than it has been doing, you would get more

sympathy. [ certainly recommend to the minister that you change your

way a 1ittle bit. I know it is difficult for a man who is as determined

" as you are, and I have known you for many years and I have great respect

for your ability but I think you could swing a Tittle bit and get more
co-operation - I look forward to that. As I said before, my district

is totally dependent on fisheries and cannot remain silent while so much
remains to be done. [ am not qualified; nor do I need, to talk on forest
products. My colleagues have certainly done that and I leave it fo them
any }ime, I do not.think if you are fishing you should be talking about
trees and budworms, even though we sympathize very much with the situation

which everybody is in, and I for one certainly do not support the spray

'program. I saw the birds and the animals die before with DDT when the

parks were just being sprayed. I certainly enjoyed being -in the park without

flies. I do not like fijes either, but I certainly do not think it is a
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MR. J. WINSOR: safe course that the government is on with
spraying-because you are going to get it right up the back the first time
somebody gets sick or something like that habpéns - a viater-source is
polluted, you have had it, not that you have not a]réady got it. We of the
fishing industry have long realized .the importance of fish to balance of
payments - that is a néw dollar - I say right from the U.S.; and at this
particular time-with our Canadian dollar down, it is a big dollar. Every
time the fish comes over the side of that boat, you can say ybu are doing
something towards the balance of payments, and I am sure my financially
minded friend the hon. member for St. John's East (Mr. W. Marshall) would
go along ‘with that. Every dollar's worth of fish exported is a new dollar,
and the doliar comes from the'deep South, very deep -South, the mid-West,
the eastern seaboard, and to a lesser degree the western states. We do not
export very much to western §tates. We have long beén aware of the fact
that improved production in plants favours the Gross Provincial Product

as well as the Gross National Product; they are Soth tied in. Closing down
industries works quite the reverse of that, as I see it. Five or six
years ago the federal government had in place an insurance scheme for
lobster fishermen. .Less than 10%, I understand, took advantage of it.

This is why I think that we in the Province, if you are anxious.to have
certain'conérols over fishing or what the fishermen do, this is the chance for you

to show what you can do.
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*T7. JACK WINSOT: and you said on many occassicas :that

ot cannot get the cooperation of the Federal Government but I
think that if you dug down into those differeat things you would
zet alot more cooperation., You said a minute ago that vou tried
and tried, well T would ask you to table-this Eouse vnur commun-
ications,verbal or written, Letween your department and the
Tederal Govermment, give us a récord of it, even vour plione calls
that ycu had between the Federal Government, it may be a laugh e
do not know, I am talking about in the last five years only, and
lat us'see where they have not functioned because that is what

I think they have not done, they have not functioned. On the
insurance scheme I would say that if you could zet that workirg,
work out the nuts and bolts with the people that yecu have in

vour department -that are very‘kndwledgeable on financial matters
snc you could prove to the Federal Govermment that you can control
this,I am sure that they would give you more control over lcts of
things. If vou could you could control this or if you cannect how
in the name of ;éace do you expect to control your fiscal policy
for this government. I know the change from sait to frash frozen
fish has nade many communities change rapidiy to an eéonomical,
envirable status. Salt fish, of course, is orly for certain places
tiiat nobody collects <he figh and mobody buvs it there but they
are ‘zetting fewer and fewer and I am sure most of our neorle ir
most of the communities even those that are selling salt fish, are
zetting z darn good price for it as well. While they may not be
living in the lap of luxury, they certainly are paying their own

way and providing adequately for their femilies and payirz througzh the

=3
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1. JACK TTINSOR: nose for power, fuel and supplies, pay-

ing for a top heavy power ccrporation, ifewfoundland Hydro, for a
handful of technicians and maintenance personnel lizep pro-.

. . .
cuction going and the brass keep vlaying squash., If vou do not

‘believe it, check it, I happen to know that it is true, they have

squash or something to keep fit because they certainly do

2ot cdo very hard work otherwise. Our fishermen have to pay

heavily for supplies as most of it is delivered by truck cver
dirt roads, that are costing heavily in maintenance dollars.
These trucks and tractbr t?ailers also haul fish to the market-
place and I have seen them walt from Friday to Moqday before éhey
could get over hills on the Harbour Breton Road. Tt was services
in a fashion, salt was throvm Aoﬁn on six inches of snow which
turned it into slush and there was no way that these men could
run thece hills. As one man said to me: '"I have $30,000. in the
truck and I have 80,000 pounds of fish in the truck, which costs
alot of monev. I cennot jump out of the darn thing 1f it turns

over."

I bteliewve that I have heard it through the grapevine that
it 1is possible we may get Harbour Breton Noad paved this vear, up-
zraded and paved. If that 1s so I think .t will be a tremendous
imsrovement for my district because if anything is holding back tie

cotal development of the place, Harbour Bretomn, the whole Comagrz

dowm: in tue eastera

to mention Rencontre East.which has not got a road and I doubt if
it aver will have because of the tremendous cost ¢
that one leonely settlement; I would love te think’ that it could ue
cossible that money was available for it. The ouly wary we can

nely them of course, is to sten up or improve the ferry servica

a bit., The fact that we have vad rcads fish is

cne disadvantage and there ave cther difficultiss caused ty the
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MR. J. WINSOR: ‘ have a terrible time trying to get over these
roads, and very often they break down because of the condition of the road,
and the ambulances are all as far as I know just about brand new, but the
road in some areas is in such condition that they just give out - bang -

and{that is it, and you have got.a seriously i11 patient and how do they

- get them out of that. It is all jolly fine when you are Tiving on pavement

and you can whip along and everything goes along fine, and I heér two or
three ambulances going past my digs every hight; I am living on thé Kenmount
Road. There is no trouble to hear an ambulance going, but if they had to go
over the dirt roads they would not go as fast as they come down there.

Mail deliveries - drug supplies - they aiso have to come over the dirt

road. We have tried hard; we have_had é number of petitions on transportation
and we are going to get more. The people are gradually becoming'more -
militant over these things. One time you would never get a delegation

from the boftom of Fortune Bay to come in here and kick up a stink about
their roads, but today they are not going to put up with that kind of
nonsense any more. They see the way the ball bounces and they are going

to come in and see if they cannot get it to bounce their way. We have in
some instances inadequate situation and health sgrvices, especially the

Grand Falls hospital, and 1 do not suppose two people in St. John's are

in this area and in reach of my voice realize how important the Grand

Falls hospital is to the southwest coast - most important. At one time

I was told by people who knew that some 500 cases - unbelievable - 500 cases -
were awaiting admittance to Grand Falls hospital for surgery. How long

can you wait without deterioration of your condition. Just think of it.
AN_HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. J. waSOR: Oh yes, that has been ongoing for the past year
or more. But anyway they are admitted -to Grand Falls hospital they are in
pretty bad shape and they need a patch job of some kind, and they have waited
for weeks and weeks; and I sometimes wonder, you know, if some of us sitting
here had a strangulated hernia and we had to wait for six weeks,you would

not last six weeks, you would not have to worry abouf that because our

friend from Harbour Grace (Mr.-H. Young) would be carrying some of us off.
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MR. J. WINSOR: Emergency survey admittedly is taken care of

as soon as they can do it, but even then this helps block up the overload
and puts the system right out of hock, and they must be very frantic.

I do not know; I have talked to people in Grand Falls who are aware of it,
and it is not only us but then you have fhe northeast feeding into the
same hosﬁital. The people in my district were just as perturbed when they
heard that - théy were first perturbed by the fact that a number of beds
were taken out, and they said "Well, good God, we will never get in there
now", but then when thinQS'stérted to block up and block up and they were
taking'more peopie from- the outlying districts, then there is no expansion
to the hospital allowed or permitted or going to be. It is a. frantic
situation. To get back to roads again, another point with.the roads
especially down on the Connaigre peninsula and in Fortune Bay, I Have four
fish plants in my district, two major operatibns-and two sma11erbones,

and trawlermen are travelling ffom different parts of the coast back and
forth, not only to the plants in my district but to the plants on the Burin
peninsula, and I know it was told here to the Minister of Transportation

about one party who had two cars last year - two cars - he is a trawlerman

_and when he has to be aboard, he gets up early in the morning and he bats

over the English Harbour East road and that, in itself, is enough to finish
off a car in a few trips, and I have asked for attention to-paid to it,

and I am quite sure that the present Minister of Transportation will do
something about it or tell me that he cannot or has not, but I believe he
has some action going on there. Every place in my district, Harbour Breton,
Coomb's Cove, Wreck Cove, Boxey, English Harbour West, St. Jacques,
Belleoram, Pool's.. Cove, Rencontre, English Harbour East, Grande le Pierre,
Terrenceville, St. Bernard's, Little Harbour, Harbour Mill, Little Bay

East, Bay 1'Argent, Jacques Fontaine -
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HR. J. WINSOR: Little Harbour and Harbour M1ill,

Little Bay East, Bay 1l'Argent, Jacques Fontaine, 211 of thenm
fishing communities - every one of them and all the men earning
good money and paying big taxes - you better believe it. And
they cannot understand why thgy havé not got the best kind of

services. If our fishermen had as bad a record of production,

or our woodcutters, or our miners, or the production workers

associateg‘with the above had as dismal a record as our present
governmene in getting things done and handliﬁg the affairs of
this country, we would have gone done the drain long ago. And
I say, 1f the government does not pull up fits socks, or call an
2lection, we may indeed go down the drain. Everybody is down
their backs. Our teachers have an unimpeachable record of
performance - call it production if you like. Rapid strides
have been made in the field of education and now the government
has applied the brakes-at a most undesirable time. The situation
is grim. I have a petition down on my desk now - there are two
petitions - signed by hundreds of people objecting to this and
what is going to happen to their kids ~ how they cannot get to

the university this year and I do not think it is -

Al HON. MEMBER: Yo jobs.
dR. J. WINSOR: No jobs - I know some teachers vho

have lost their jobs and it was atsolutely unnecessary. I do
not think the cost would have been that great;and the cost of
trénsportation program, the integrated btoard in my area has ot
to pay the full butt now for the buses. Tuey are finding it '
rather difficult, but I do not'know howv they are going to-make

out aand I have not had a chance to check that out recently.

Then again, people here have talked about TV reception. 1le
have TV reception of a sort - now you see it; now you do not,
sort of. It could te the most important program in the world.

It could be the Premier announcing the action group and taking
off the interviewer, and you would lose it. Now, who would

want to lose a program like that?
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AN HQN. IEMDER: Who is the hon. member - what is the
fight?

dR. J. UINSOR: - The fight? I could tell you I watched
the Premier announce that program. .I was up in Ramea sitting down
wvhen he .announced that. i inmediately called the number ana got

now answver.

AN HOW. MEMBER: In that case there was so nuch

repetition you could miss half the program and still not miss -

b

MR. J. WIINSOR: If I had missed it all I would not

have nissed ; thing. But however, my people do want to see

things like Axrchie Bunker and a few more thins like that. One
thing they do want to see is Here and How - that is most important,
and frankly we can it very well if you turn antenna that way
tonight and that way tomorrow night. That is no problem if you

" could walk up a hill in a rainstorm; but another thing which

has bteen spoken about here before is a second station. Why

should you be tied down to -

Al HCH. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR, J. WIHSOR: Say asgain.
AN HOW. HEIUBER: (Inaudible)

MR, J. WINSOR: Yes -'The Two Ronnies'- I do not know.
I do not think they look at that, but they really are - there
are a number of educational programs that are on and I think if
TV was good enough the government could save an awful lot of

money, because they could put all the educational programs on

TV and tell the teachers to go home. How about that?
MR, MEARY: ‘ The Minister is making deals now
with McConnel - no, the minister is not - the Premier's office

is making deals now with i{cCounell to do ten video tapes
(inaudible) video. The winister knows nothing about it.
MR. J. WINSOR: ‘About what?

MR. NEARY: .About McConnell up in Montreal.
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MR. J. WINSOR: For what?
MR. NEARY: For the education (inaudible)

educational programs -

MR. J. WINSOR: . What are .you suggestihg? - scenes

from the Eouse of Assembly?

MR, NEARY: A rip-off for McConnell.

MR, J. WINSOR: i Has scenes from the Fouse of Assenmbly,
I hope? .

MR. NEARY: That is the kind of (inaudible).-
'MR. J. WIMSOR: But sefiously, vou know, TV recepotion

in this day and age should be better than it is, ad -

HR. NEARY: ~ doing over here at the Extension
Department for (iﬁaudible). They could be done. I checked it
out this morning and they told me it could be done.. Well,
(inaudible) ‘ same over here as Memorial

University, have not done it.-.

MR. J. WINSOR: . The hon. member is giving me a great
help.

&&;_uggggx ' - animated video tapes = they can do
them over here at the university - Extension Department - Yes,
Sir! ‘A rip-off for McConnell.

#R. SPLAKER: ~ Order, please!

MR. J. WINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I commit no
sin now. v
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IR, JACK WINSOR: He will eoive'it to me without being .
asuad, I assume. One word on education, quote from that hrief which

T am sure if every member from this side has seea 1t, I thizk,

concern over funds available to school boards. 'Since 1369 a

nmiracle has occured in education im rural Newfoundland. Children . =
from sparcaly populated and relatively isolated communities as

Dark liole, Snooks Arm, Puilip's Haad'and Deep Bite have uaad a

chance to obtain a fairly goéd education. Children from those

areas now have access to well qualified teachers, just like they

have at Grand Falls. They now attend schools with indoor plumbing,

just like they have at Lewlsporte, they now have pinysical education

.classas in real gymnasiums just like they have at Cander. Some

of these children have been exposed to suca programs as music,
home 2conorics, industrial arts and even had access to guidance
ser&ices and library services, just lilke they have at St. Joun's
A miracle, indeed. liodern day miracles can often be explaned aud
thare is an explanation for this éne. It cccured as a result

of comsolidation of school boards and schools and school services.

In that process of consolidation there is one key element without

which consolidatiosn would not aave been possible. That element

=

i comm-
unities to a central arsa. Transportation of nupils iz the one

factor above all others vhich has made it nossitle for the child-

ren from a small isolated community to have a reasonable oppor-

[+]

tunitr to be exposed to the quality and the quantity of nrograms
that are taken for granted for the childrem ia Urtan areas.

Tiat is only one small part of that brief and that soes on te 3ay:

sasiec principla that must be excented is that zll children

in the =rovince must 2ove 2 reasonabl;s ecual access to guality -

aducation, resardless of vhera they live. The first step to
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YR. JACK WINSOR: that nrinciple is acceptanca of

a policy whereby the government either pays 170% of the trans-

poration costs or Jevises the system whereby no Loard {5 penalized

simply bacause it has to transport movre children than another

' One of the most common critizisms of pupil transportation

beard.
ig that it costs x —umber of dollars just to set children to the
school Suilding. The term has become deropatory as if we were
tallidng zbout a waste of public funds. Is it a waste of funds to
transport 30 pupiss to a tex room school from a fishing community
that would otherwise be entitled to two teachers. Do we not want
the fishermen of that community to be satisfied that their child-
ren have access to adenuate schools., Do we not want those Fish-
armer. to stay in their cormunities and fish in order thgt they
can nroduce tha primary dollars from the priﬁary indusé:y that

ultimately sunports the urban areas. Who's nonev arzs we wasti

Thaich gets me dovm to nretty near the end of my time. £nd on

that note the fishermen's children are certainly, and I am sure

“that every member of.this House will aqree, entitled to the same

iy

anefits as those in St. John's but it is sometimes overlooled
and I would say never, never overlock the fishermen because they
are the savicur of your. country. Thank you very rwuch.

The Hon. fember from St. Johmn's

™ TAINT

2D. JCHI COLLINS: Hr. Sreaker, thank you for giving wme

the opportunity of addressing a few remarks to the liouse. Defere

getting into the main body of my remarhks I would just like tc

cormient on a3 matter that the hom. merber from St. John's U

tert Ritchen) brought up the cther day, last evening I
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speak on this because I suppose

as a part-time member and a faw affirism

regard and I think the first one, I do not

know vho it is describad to, goes something like this: "ar i

too important to improtant to leave to the generals.," Xaothe

one is and T thi

husy is not esnoéugh,

it was Thoreau szid this ore, hie said: " 3B
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DR. JOIN COLLINS: the questlon is what are you busy

about." It seems to me that what the hou. member from St. Joha's

- lest (Dr. Hubert Ritchen) is suggesting that we should have pro-

fessional politicians in this House. I would just like to comment
tha£ many cltizens regard this House already as veing rathar
ramovedifron the realities of every day lifs, rather removed from
the real problems of the province and I think that if we segregate
the representation of the House of Aséembly just to a certain
group of peonle and this 1is their function.and they have no other
contact shall we say, no other meaningful, day by day wvorking
contact with the rest of the population I would not thinlk t%at
wéuld ba a very good idea and I would think that Ehis would only
enhance :Ee'view that many people have that thls House does not
réfleqt this province in vefy real terms. It is alsec in my
observaticn that those who have been part-time are not necessarily
the least affecéed in this House, I think that they are certainly
not less affected than many who might be c#lled full term. They
are nossibly less word& but I do not thinl: they ere necessarily
less affected. As a matter of fact ih some regards I would go

to the exact opnrosite that some of the so called part-tine members

£

of this House have been extremely affactive and have contributed

o]

great :dsul. As I sald it is really not how busy you are the
question is what are you busy about. The other peint is tiat
thers notable rresedents against this, we all kaow then tae .
aother of parliaments, there is not enough seats there for every
mexmber who 1s a representative., Sc this implies that the menbers
of the ;other of parliament caanot be so called full-tine, in Qtﬁh:
words the mother of parliament is designed so that people will

rot be full-tinme and I think that this is somethine that we should

vear in mind. I was a little surprised that the hon. member fron
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DE. JOEM COLLINS: St. Joan'n West (Dr. Eubert XKitchen),

for whom I have alot of regard and whom I enjoy listening to, I
thought it was a little unworthy of him when he said that the
Premier was more less 2 part-tine member but at the same time

he d1d nto but the same label the leader of the Oprosition., who

is freguently absent frem this-House. I would think that at least
in this regard sauce to the goose should be sauce to the gander.

I meant to leave that point but before completely leaving it I
would like to make one other comment on what my hon., colleagues
from the oppogite of the House think about représentation in

thic House. I do not quite understand, and this is in regard

+

to Labrador and St. John's, the Opposition member§ -ave exnreszed
the opinion that the Labrador representation should pe greater.
Latrador should have greater representation, at the present time
renresentation is three and one half members approximately

for something like thirty four or thirty six thousand people
and_i£ has also been suggested that the House should spend
something like fifty ﬁercent of its time in Labrador. It has
also bcen suggested that tlie representation for St. John's is
too uigh, inother worﬁs ﬁen nmembers for something libe

140,290 people is too higin. I find this difficult to ration-
ize really, are we répresenting people or arz we representing

areas or are we rapresenting wmaterial cr vhat are e representing.

to ma that we are reprasentiag people and if people

theyil ve in St. Joum's or if they live

or if they live in Couception Bay Soutl,
n¢ rmatier whefe they live they are due the same representation
as anywaewre elsc, 55 1c necre no less azad I would thini: that if
we decide to increase representation for tue citizens of

Latrador, we sheould also increasa the representaticn for the
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citizens of this province who live

in St. Joim S, I think that the thought behind it and be sone
valitity to this, 'is that the wealth of Labrador is so great,
the mineral -reglth is so great ‘that this deserves greater
representation. There is some valitity to that but I hold the
viaw that our greatest pride andvour‘greatcst vealth are the
people of this province. The other wealths are trausatory and
car he vrery readily either dore witlout or other materials can

be used in their place aund 30 on bLut it is the
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DJR. JOHX COLLINS: pecple really vho araz in wazlth and a3

tha hon. member who just spockes pointed out, do not for
fishieries and the fishermen are the irmportant part of the fisheries.

sfoundland should get the repre-

el i ) :
I think that the is

w

entation it deserves in terms of the people here and the people
in Labrador sihould get the representation they deserve in terms

of tihe people that are there.

Tuming to the main body of ay re-

s the Throne Speech and the Throne Speech is really
a broad look at the govermment operations. It is not a precise
?lan, I suppose, but it is a general thrust of goverrment and

how they are poing to manage the affairs of the province, 1t is

a general overall look. This is rather distinct in my understand-
ing from the budget ~fere in the budget cebate we tallked about

cur districts by eanlarge but in the Throne Speech we shculd

range a little wider. I am a2 little tit disappointed hecause

&

1
h

ct

the Throme Sreach is this late in the session Lecause any

R34

> say nowv, I do not know if it ever would have any igfluence,

but it cannot have any influence now because the session is just

e Throne Speech has been at the early

about over whersas 1f t
nart of the session at least what was said would have som2

caneral influence on the debate in the House. In

12 essential character of tie Newfourdlznd ecomomy in mind.

7 Brunswicly, we are neot like British Ceolumbia an

20 on and zc forth, ve are talkine altout Yewfoundland and we

in this provinca.

export to the intaranatienal mor-
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DR, IO COLLIMS: . natural fact, but if you look at it, it is

not so sood, The areas who produce for the international markst

usually are the huers of wood and the drawers of water, in other

<rords they are in the comodity business, thev do not have hizhly
L

develoned economies of their owm and I am afraid that is the

situation in Yewfoundland. Ve export by larse bulk, unfinisked
? " .
nroducts, even in the fisheries and even in paper, I mean news-
raper I suppose is the lowest form of forest nroduct in terms
of naper, 1t is a manufactured »rocuct granted but it is the
lovest type and I think that it is imnrotant for us to remem—
ber that to snite having had the paper companies in this pro-
vince for many decades Ehey have shown very lictlé canacity
for advaneinpg into other forms of nroducts. Thev started out
as newsprint mills, they ara aneyspriat mil;s and I suggest they
will end up as newspriat mills. We have very little spin off
from them in tewms of other economic develotments. Another

aspect of our econcmy is if we oxport to the internztional

ni

narket, commodity wise, we actually itmwort from the central
nainland, Cur basic needs are satisfied by the centrzl Canadian

Jlainlenu Manufacturing Complex, now this works zrand when timas

arz good, e a2xport alot of raw materials and wa import aleot

of finished products from mazinland Canzda. ez
this is where we get into graat
difficuleies and I sugnest that as a provincial government and

asg a rtrovincicl peornle we should have some meang when times

turn downl for us to adjust our ecotomy so that we redirrect

our reeds as far as e can to local nroducers, that is things

that come diractly to mind lilie preduce, vegetabls produce and
so on, agricualtural produce, limber from the foreste znd per-
\ébs some othier matarials from tha forest aad zenerally spsalung
the taings
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DR. JOHN COLLINS: - that small businesses can produce.

When times are good®perhaps there is not much need to emphasize

that part of our economy but when things turn down and we

are on hard times because the-ihternatioﬁal market does not

want our commodities we then should have some means of turn-

ing in to some extent on ourselves so as to stimulate our

own home economy. I;'also giving a broad look at the way our
government and our province works I think we have an appreciation.
of the_pasﬁ_ I think another euphemism is that he who ignores
history is destined to repeat the same migtakes over and over
again. I do not want to go back into the dim and distant

past but I would like to make a comment or two on the '50s and

'60s. This was a time when the world economy was flowering

and expanding and almostfexploding practically chrougﬁout the
world, certainly in places like Japan, Weat Germany, United Statés,
even in Russia which was coming aloag in their own industrial
revolution and it certainly applied to Canada, the.sky was the

limit and there seemed no bounds to what we could achieve. This

- had its influence on how governments operated. Costs were not

really ‘a problém and it was felt that any short fall this year
would be made up by the increasing output of the national ’
economy in the following year so there was great government
presence in everyones eyés, increasing government presence. I
think if we think back to the early '50s and see how little
government impinged on everyday life in those days and compared
to how it 1s now I think we get an appreciation of this. There
were large government schemes, costly schemes, but no one payed
any attention to costs. The Newfoundland economy, Newfoundland
government was not immune from this and we had what I would like
to term goVernmeﬁc’by lurch or lunge, govefnments lundered around,

if that 1s the right term, or at least moved massively in one
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DR. JOHN COLLINS: direction and when this did not seem
to be paﬁning out it moved masively in some other direction and so
and so forth. For instance the first lunge or lurch, I would sug-
gest, was towards industrialization, those were the days when

fisheries were out, we were no longer to concentrate on, fisheries

‘this was not a worthy occupation, this was not a very product-

ive way to live, we must downgrade fisheries, if not actively

- at least tend to neglect it, not stimulate it and we must

get into the industrial eraa This was done of course yith heavy
subsidization, I do not need to innumerate these wére the early
industries, the shoe factories, candy factories, the battery
factortes and 30 on and so forth,and these had a temp;rary'affect
but they were not the saving influence that they were supposed

to be on the province. We_also ha& other industrial pursuits and
those were reletively small industrial endevours and we got into
large industrial gndevours now, none of which again panned out
very well. I put Churchill Falls in that catagory, now Churchill
Falls is supposed to be a success. story and .it is, I suppose in
some respects certainly for the people of duebec it is, but I

do not think it {s a great success story for the people of
Newfoundland. One thing aboug Churchill Falls wé must not for-
ge& is that Churchill Falls is essentially now gone. If Churchill
Falls {s never developed when it was and could now be developed
in é way that gave us benefit we would be much further ahead then
we are at the present time. Churchill Falls was developed, it.
was developed in such a .way that we got minimum benifit and it
can neQer be developed again for the good of this province. The
other large indugtrial endeavour were Come By Chance Linerboard
and so on. This was the lurch or lunge towards industrialization
that did not pay out at least 1t did not bring the benefits it
was suﬁposed to.

Another lurch or lunge was towards
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DR, 'JOHN COLLINS: educa:ion.. Now I have benifited my-
self and 'that.xkful that I have from a fairly long educational en-

deavor, I might say with no help from government to my kﬁowledge,
it is all fi:oni my own family ana from my own efforts, and 1 '

am certainly not against tbe.gover.nments of any area paying

alot of attention to education but ithat I do want to bring’

to the hon. members attention is tl;a-t at that time, or let us

put it this way, at a certain time education was out of the

.panaéea, you did not need to do anything almost, just educate,

educate in all directions -
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Dr. J. Collins: This is the case, in all directions and you are
bound to end up with tremendous benefits. So we had massive cost

increases in the education with large buiiding developments in education.

We had forced growth really, and this is no where more typified than at-

our own University here. At one time our University was relatively
modest, academically orientated institution which-1 attened myself in
poorer times, and you know it was not be any means a world shaker and
certainly it needed development. But in a few decades, something like
twentyryears it has grown from that sort of thing to a monstrously

all pervading;institution in this Province, practically beyond contraol
and almost beyond our ability to finance. This was. a change that in
other places and in other jurisdictions would have taken perhaps a
hundred years. Well now‘you might say, well this is a great thing
we can compress what went on a hundred years into twenty years. But

I would sdggest that you can only go so far with that, if you force
things too much you do not end up with a good healthy plants, I am not
a horticulturist, but if I may use that simile, you would end up with
a rather sickly overdeveloped plant in some respects, underdeveloped
in others. In other words it is not a good healthy organization.

And I suggest that this is what Memorial University is endanéer-of
becoming if it has not become now. '

Again I am more familiar with the health aspect
of things, so even in Memorial University, I am more familiar with the
medical school there. At one time our hospitals cost $10 million to
$15 million that type of thing. But now we cannot get away with less
than a $100 million hospital. For instance I had occasion rehently'
to look at the residenﬁy programme of our medical school, we have
103 residences, 57 of which are not only not Newfoundlanders, that are
only not Canadians, that are not only North Americans, they are not
English speaking, in Mother tongue, 57 of 103.. Now this seems to me
development of a residency programme for its own sake, and just the
salary costs of the residency programme alone is a quarter of a

million dollars coming out of this Province.
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Dr. J. Collins: " Now as I mentioned earlier even in the

great old days when costs were no object, when the sky was the limit,
and tomorrow was always going to be a better day, who cares about

a quarter of a million dollars for sométhing,,these are residents,,
these are trainee doctors - ' A

AN_HON. MEMBER: | Coming .from other jurisdictions.

OR.J. COLLINS: These-are not coming from other.jdrisdictions,
coming from other parts of the world - out of 103 residents in training,
medical residents in training out of 103, 57 are not only not
Newfoundlanders, they are not only not Canadians, they are.not only

not North Americans, their Mother tongue is not even English, these-
are residents, At the medical school we would have the undergraduates
who have not yet qualified, then after qualification you would have the
interns who are doing their early practical years béfore they go into

practice, and then the next rate would be the residents vho would

. be aiming for specialty practice.

AN HON. MEMBER: ~ Where would these residents who are undergraduates
come from?
DR. J. COLLINS: In Punjab, in Hungary, you name 1it, 57 of them

at lTeast, [ do not know where the others, but 57 at least, as I say,
were nof English speaking‘in the Mother tongue. ‘

Mow -1 have absolutely nothing against someone from
the Punjab who wants to go into residency and who wants to become
a specialist, and I would not have anything against him coming to
this Province, but I would suggest that 57 of his conferers out of
100 is a bit much for our Province to take on even allowing for the

fact that there is a large federal input into our University. In’

. other words these priorities, this is not good priority thinking I

do not think.

We also in our medical school have very high
cost, what [ would call services of a prestige nature in some
respects, very narrow and very doubtful benefit. For instance we

have a very highly, I do not know if it is highly developed, but it is
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Dr. J. Collins: certainly highly staffed genetic service.

PK - 3

Again

a genetic service of itself is quite a good thing. But when you have

a genetic service
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DR. J. COLLIXS: which has so many technicians there

At'very good salary that they do not have ehough work to do:
and I have been informed very reliably that they are looking
for wqu to do. They have so many cechniciaqs there looking
for work to give them to whereas in some hospitals they are
crying out for technicians for the ordinary type of work. 1In
other words again the thrust seems to be a little askew. Ue

do not have to even comment on the control mechanisms -~ the

cost economic control mechanisms at the university - because

as far as we are concermed there are not any. We have no way

in this Province of knowing whether there is extravagance going
on at the university or not, beéause we are not allowed to look
at the budget or review the budget. I might say in contra-
distinction, I went to the Uaiversity of Edinburgh and every
year I am just a sort of overseas alumni, every year 1 get a
detailed administrative budget from the University of Edinburgh.
It is broken down t; an extent that it ig absolutely of no

interest to me, but from my own university here - the university

'in our own province, and I am an elected representative of

the people, I have been told by the President of the university
that he will give some information to-.a néwspaper but he
certain;; will not give it to me or to my colleagues in the
flouse. I do not understand that attitude. I think it is just
a way of thinking that I cannot understand. It seems to be

so much out of character with a way of operating. How, if

I may then go on to another aspect of what I might call the
lurcher of lunge way of handling our eéonomy; and that was in
the somewhat later period when the Province was blanketed,

and I do not think fha; is too small a term, with social
programs, mainly I suspect to get the 50¢ federal dollar. It
did not particularly matter whether these programs were
particularly appropriate to our circumstance here as long as

the fcderal government put in 50¢ we ere going to match it
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2R. J. COLLINS: and bring the program into effect.

I could mention the unemployment program in this regard. iy
understanding - my reading of the unemployment insurance progran

that the federal government brought into effect - this was
designed really for an industrial tyve of people or society,
most qu1£e appropriate, say, to the Toronto area or to the
Yontreal area or to the Sarnia area, but quiﬁe inappropriate
to our area here. 1If we were going to bring in an.unemployment
insurance program here, it would not be designed in this way
at all. We had to deal with the seasonal work which was the
expected here, the graditional here, the understood here, and
to bring in unemployment insurance based or patterned on an
industrial type of society intoc that situation, it was only
asking for trouble and I suggest that we do not have to be
looked upon as rednecked.Tories to think that the unemployment
insurance program has not been an unalloyed benefit to this
Province. The same way the health programs here - the health
programs were forced upon this Province as they were.forced

on some other pnrovinces. They were designe§ with a concept

in mind without any actual input from the local area often, and
I have spoken on this already in former remarks, and I think
that the health programs that were forced upon us here really
by the federal scheme should nowv be totally revamped so that
they will handle the problems that we have here and not be
wasteful in terms of things that we do not need to spend money
on. liow, this was I think what history teaches us, that this
is the way that things have'gone in the past, and I think we
should learn a lesson from this. I am not saying that all
these things were done without good intentions:; I suggest
they were done with good intention. I do not think they were
ail faulty either; I think there was some goo& out of it. By
and large, it is not the answer for thi; Province - the sudden
industrialization of the Province that government demands.
This seems to me what our recent history has taught us, and

I think the

.

10117



June 13,1978 Tape No. 4351 AR-1
DR. J.COLLINS: people also felt that because when

the seventies came along they felt that we needed a new way of doing
things and I suggest that is why the PC administration took over.

In other words the PC was suppose to be a reform attempt at government.
We were to have a team leading us.in place of essentially a one-man

leadership. A very foreceful character and probably many - I was never

- a follower of the gentleman in question but I can see that he probably

had certain good points but I suggest in the overall he was not good
for ‘this Province, he was a one-man operation and no one-man has all
the answers. so we had a team come in in place of the one-man approach.
We also had an arranéement whereby there weuld be control and planning
and restraint rather than extravagance and lunging and lurching and
looking for the golden rainbow. However perhaps if I have offended
members opposite perhaps my next few remarks may make amends if such
be needed, however I do not .think it has been adequate. If the industrial
lurching and industrial approach was not the answer for this Province I
do not think we can say that in the last seven or eightbyears that we
ﬁave solved the problems in this Province. It seems to be that we
still have not found the way of doing it.
Now where should we go from here? And if
we cannot go by massive government imput and we just cannot go by restraints
aﬁd careful attention to the dollar and so on where do we go? I think
we still need the rad;cal approach because we have very deep-seated problems.
I do not think a gradual,:an actual gradualism is going to get us anywhere.
I thinl we will only fall further and further behind. We do have to take -
amﬁwl@wm&,mh@emanukmrmwhmwuhu@mam
imagination. But how db we do this without massive government intrusion
and therefere get into the troubles we got intoc got into in the 1950s
and 1960s. I think the US taxpayer protest in the United Stztes perhaps
gives us a bit of a lead in this and also I think that the letters’
that have been increasingly writtén in our daily newspapers, the crime,
the amount of government intrusion in lives, the amount of .regulation
that the average citizen has to follow and generally the weight of government

and the taxz load on the citizen , I think this all gives us a lead. I
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DR.J.COLLINS: ) might say also say that hon. members

in this House have also spoke in the same vein, the hon. member for
St. John's East (Mr.ﬁarshall), the hon. member for St.John's West(Dr.
Kitchen), ‘'l remember distinctly have fashioned their femarks in the
same vein.
" So it seems to me that we have to set
the people free, we have not to just throw government in a massive way
into the?ecohomy, we have not just to sit ba;k and take a very cautious
approach, we have to set the people free that is by turning the main
thrust of our economy over to the privacgicitizen, over to the individual
again. This is clearly I think the next way to go and I would hope it
will be successful but in doing that I think we have to give him the
means 5f being effective. It is no good szyirng ﬁhai alright government
has failed, if you want to put it’in those terms, government has failed
and you take over. I do not think that will do it. Ve must not only
say we will throw the ball to you, we will cast the torch to you but
we also must give you the means of doing something effective.

I do not think we on this side of the
House have déne this ir my view adequately. I think our hearts have
been in that. direction, I thinl -that we have advocated small business
stimulation but this is it, I-think we have tended to stimulate small
business by throwing money at it, collecting taxes and throwing money
at it and there is a phethora of programmes around. I remember the hon.
member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) saying there are so many
programmes of stimulation in this Province, government programmes that
is, there are so many programmes of stimulation in th;s Province that
he cannot keep up with them his self and he was the Minister of Industrial
Development. I think in the smme vein joint ventures - I am not too
keen on joint ventures. I aﬁ prepared to listen to debate in a specific
area and see if a joint venture is a good thing or if it is not but it
seems to me that here again this 1s not the way to do it. This is

replacir_lg what sLlould be local effort bv something arranged by government.

«
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DR. COLLINS: - Now, how do we tackle this
then? It seemed to me that the only way we can do it is
to reduce the load of taxation. I have difficulty in
seeing how we can go on collecting taxes at the
increasing rate we héve ever since, certainly the mid
1950's, and have our economy become a healthy. one. Not
only do I think we héve to put a stop on the tax load
we take from the economy, I think weAactively have to
reduce it, we have to turn it back.

| Mr. Speaker, it is essentially
six o'clock, I would‘like4to'adj§urn the debate.
MR. SPEAKER: ‘ The hon. member has moved the
.adjouinment of the .debate.

It being six o'clock I leave

the Chair until right o'clock.
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The House resumed at 8:00 P.M.

"Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
The hon. the member for

St. John's South.

MR, J. COLLINS: Mr.'Speaker, before the House rose
at 6500 P.M., I made a few remarks which I might just
summarize very Quickiy now and that was to say that since
the Province became a Province of Canada we have looked for
our economic salvation in this Province. We tried it
initially through goVernmen: financing of large schemes and
this ﬁad limited success. We then tried it through massive
input into the educational process whicﬂ.was.good in itself
really, but in actual fact it has been very expensive and
has given less returns than we had hoped. And then government
tried through attracting many federal dollars, fifty cent
dollars by getting involved in social service programmes
and therefore attracts all this extra fiﬁancial assistance
from the federal government into the Provinge, and this has
caused at least as many headaches as it caused benefits.
Since ;he P.C.s took over they have
taken the approach of ‘trying to assist the smaller businessman
and trying an approach of planning and restraint, and this
also has had relatively limited success in my view. And
I was putting forth the proposal that we should now take
what'seems to be an approach that is becoming much in favour
throughout the world, and that is to try to diminish the
impact of government on the people and give the people,
themselves an opportunity to increase their economic output
and their economic well-being mainly through diminishing
the gole of government and diﬁiniéhing the taxation load.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have already
in the debate on the ﬁudget spoken of health, so I will not

go into that in a big way, but I would just like to mention
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DR. J. COLLIWS: that here we can find savings in

the health field. I pointed out at that time that the

total health costs in this ProQihce amounted to about

19 per cent of the provincial ﬁudget, about 7.5 per cent

of the gross prévincial,pfoduct, énd this actually increased

about 400 per cent since_tﬂe early 1970s. None of these

figures are out ofAkeeping with other provinces; however,

this massive amount of money expended by the public
authority in the health field have really benefitted

a relatively narrow segment of the population,. and the
federal block funding now gives us the opportunity to
evolve our own health system, one designed to remove the
undesirable features from the other ones which have led
to unnecessary expenditures in some areas and under -
expenditures in others and will now allow us to direct
our expenditures in the health field only where they are
needed and not where they are not needed, and probably
this will actually end up as a total saving in the health
field, a saving that‘;an be directed elsewhere.

We aléo need to change our
methoaology in supplying health services so as to increase
the efficiency and the economy of tﬁe system.

The next area that I think we should
look at in terms of increasing our economic well-being is
in the fisheries. And I am certainly not personally
knowlédgeable in the fisheries; I certainly do not come
from a fishery area, but I suégest that the majority of
hon. members are in the same boat. There are only a
relatively small number of hon. members in this House who
are knowledgeable in the fisheries although a greater
proportion do come from areas that are engaged'in the
fisheries. This does not inhibit me in any way from saying
a few words about the fisheries.

I certainly support the hon. the

member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) in his remarks
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DR. J. COLLINS: the other evening with regard to

the provincial role in the fisheries vis-a-vis the federal

role. Aﬁd in my view,.I think‘the jurisdiction for the
fisheries within the 200 mile limit.should be given to the
provincial jurisdiction jﬁst as wé are hoping to get control
over the hydro carbon into Ehe provincial jurisdiction.

It has geen stated that 1if this happened we would lose

a lot of federal financing - I do not think this necessarily'

follows ~ and that also we would be in great conflict with

other provinces, and again, I do not think this necessarily

follows. I think that because the pfovinces control certain
areas does not mean that the federa; government doesbnot
contribute to these areas. If this were so there would be
no federél contribution into heélth, education, social
services and so on. Similarly, jurisdictional disputes and
similar disputes.éould be settled by the appropriate
interprovincial advisory committees an& so on.

| I am at a loss really to understand
the attitude of hon. members opposite who - and I may bé
misreading them - but they seem to be in favour of the
federal authority really contrdlling the fisheries in our
area. In other words, they.seem to feel that the destiny
of our Province sﬁbuld be in federal hands. Because if
we do have a destiny, surely it is tied up with the fisheries.

And I do not think the
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DR. COLLINS: ' Terms of Union ever envisaged that

when we joined Cana&a we would pass out of our hands, into someone
else's hands, the actual raison d'etre of this Province from the
time it was discovered. ' This I think is quite inexplicable.

. Mr. Speaker, I do not have'much
time left really. I would like to just say a few words about
Gull Island. In my view the main interest of our Province in

terms of Gull Island {s to maintain control of the equity part

- of the financing. 1 think that our ownership shculd not be

surrendered in any way by loss of significant amounts of

equity. I think that we may sell any amount of non-~equity holding
in the enterprise but we certainly ghould not surrender the common
shares, the common stock, the equity aspect. We have every right

to look for appropriate grants from the federal authorities for

this venture and it seems to me. that these fall into two main
categories, there is the category of grants that is due to any

area which is developing a resource of national implications. And

I would point to éhe hydro carbon and oil developments in Alberta

in the early days. This gttracted considerable federal support.

The Syncrude development attracting massive federal support. Atomic
power has been underpinned by enofmous amounts of federal funding and
so on, So that we have every right, because we are developing a
national project, a project of national significance, we have every
right to look for grants in equivalent amounts.

Now the second type of grant I think
that we have every right to look for is a special one. That is that
we are cut off from selling our natural resource in this particular
field, that is hydro electrical generation, we are cut off by
the make-up of the Canadian Constitution from selling that to good
ad;antage. We are being forced to sel; it at shall we say bargain
prices to Quebec. And this could be taken issue with by the federal
government., If the federal gévernment took issue with this we would

get much more benefit from the sale of any power that we felt was
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DR. COLLINS: surplus to the Gull Island.

Now if the federal government does
not wish to take this stand I think that we have every right to
demand ﬁhat they pay fof it. And I mean khat literally, that if

.we are forced to sell power at the Quebec border at rates less
than.che ones that we would get if we could transmit the power,
constitutionally down to the New England'Scaces aﬁd into Ontario,
.in that case the federal gqvernﬁeht should make up‘the difference
in the benefits to this Province.

( I understand my time has run out., I
have other remarks fo make but perhaps vaill have an opportunity

. at another time.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Bellevue.

'SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear,hear!
MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I want to have a few

words to say on the Throne Speech debate. When I ended up the
other dﬁy I was on the Budget Speech debate. I was talking about
my district, I did not get very far. I started in Markland and4
mentioned I was forty-three years old, and then I came out to
Whitbourne, passed the Boys' Home there and the Markland Hospitai
and I crossed along by the stadium there at Whitbourne, which I
could spend an hour on but that is unnecessary. It is one of the
most finalncially stable concerms in this P%ovince as far as stadia
is concerned.

The member for Harbour Grace (Mr. Youpg)
last night talked about people jumping on the band wagon over in
Conception Bay regarding stadia, or stadiums, and when the member
forangle River (Mr. Strachén)'mentioﬁed that if they do not want
them in Conception Bay then bring ome up our way, up my way, the
member for Harbour Grace (Mr. Young) I think made a r;cher bad remark

when he said, '"Where i{s that in Scotland?" I do not know if this is

.
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MR. CALLAN: how the member for Habour Grace

(Mr. Young) talks to the hon. gentleman from Exploits (Dr. Twomey)
because -~ | _

MR. NEARY: That is the crowd that does not

gét personal you know, no personalities.

MR. CALLAN: - because that‘ gentl'eman has an accent
and I enjoy his accent as I enjoy the accent that this gentleman has.
here, I think -

MR. NEARY: How about my hon. ffiend the Irish man?
I enjoy his accent. I think it is great. I love it.

MR. CALLAN: That is right. That is right.
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MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I went down as far as

Dildo and I talked about the four or five fish plants there, a
thriving community, South Dildo, Dildo and 0ld Shop. Even some
fishermen there from Bléketown{, 0f course as everybody knows there
were one or two people in Blaketown who are actively involved
in a much more money making concern but that is all in the past
now, '

Mr. Speaker, perhaps I can go dowm
to the area of the district where I live, as you go ot the TCH

there and come down to Chapel Arm, Norman's Cove and Long Cove

‘are there together. Mr. Speaker, I find it a little bit difficult

.to get up and be excited about what this government is doing in my

district because as I said on other occasions, the oniy thing that

is happening there, it is nice to hear the member for Bonavista North
get up and talk about some of the things that are happeniné in his
district and I would love to be able to‘get up and say the same

thing about mine but the unfortunate thing is, Mr. Speaker, I cannot.

MR. MORGAN: ' For not doing his job.

MR. NEARY: - . The member for -

MR, CALLAN: That is right. That is probably it.

MR. MORGAN:‘ He is not doing uis job as a member,

MR. CALLAN: : That is right.

MR. NEARY: He will do it the next time round.

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, there 1s a lovely new wharf

being built there at Chapel Arm. I think this 1is the second phase now
of a Canada Works project that is providing a combination breakwater
wharf, the first time that they have ever had anything there. Not
only does it provide a rather safe harbour fqr some of the boats
there but at the same time it keeps the highway for washing away
where the highway crosses the beach there at Chapel Arm.
Mr. Speaker, in Norman's Cove - Long Cove,
the Rural District Council, the municipality of Norman's Cove - Long Cove,

where I live, we have been looking for water and sewer there since
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MR, CALLAN: : 1971 1 think it was incorporated,
and back in 1975, in the Spring's budget or when the estimates
went through in '75 in the Spring, money was allocated for
water and sewer for that municipality. And then in October

I think of tfxat same year, a couple of weeks following the
election it was withdrawn again. Where it went I do not

know, Mr. Speaker, but I have heard some -~ .

MR, NEARY: ' Bonavista North probably.
MR. CALLAN: - rather strange stories and I found

out this morning that nothing in the way of water and sewer again

this year.

MR. NEARY: What?

MR. CALLAN: Nothing again this year.

MR. NEARY: They do not know the feeling of a toilet

.

flushing in that area.

MR. CALLAN: It is terrible, Mr. Speaker, the way that
people have to fight and end up getting nothing. I do not know what
they are being punished for. They are hard working people. They

are decent people, primary producers. Some of them work at Long
Harbour. Many of them are fishemen, ybu know carpenters who work

here in St. John's.

MR. LUSH: Really industrious people.
MR. CALLAN: . ' Some work with the CNT. You know they

are all, for the most part, hard working people and why they az;e
being punished is something that I do not know.

MR. WOODROW: ) Thera is a lot to be done under

Term 29 though - . v

MR, NEARY: They will not be p)unished much longer,
I will tell you. After the people get to the ';/:olls they will not
be punished much longer after that. ‘
MR. RIDEOUT: Let the .hon. member for Bay of ‘Islands

(Mr. Woodrow) tell you.

MR. WOODROW: Sure I am telling you.
AN HON. MEMBER: Sure he did it, you were not hére.
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® MR. NEARY: Did what?
MR. WOODROW: I was trying to tell him why we should

convince Ottawa to get more money.

MR CALLAN: . Well, l;Ir. Speaker, perhaps I can mové
® . on through my district.
' CAPTAIN WINSOR: It was Mr. Diefendbaker who put the
limit on =~
MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, 1f I move on over to
® ' ‘ Thornlea, again the people are hard working theée. They have not '
asked for much actually. They have pavement through the community.
‘ There are a couple of gaps. There is a gap there between- Lon\gv
’ _ Cove and, Ilwould say there is about a three mile gap thex;e, a
. V dirt road ia between the two communities, Long Cove and Thornlea,

and then there is another gap between Bellevue and up towards the -
Trans Canada. Why the gaps were left there I do not know butl-
Well I do know I gsuppose. Actually the former member for that
® ’ particular part of the district which was then called Trinity South,
the member came over in a public meeting in Bellevue and said,
"I have $400,000 for you for road work, where do you want the money
spenﬁ?" Now wevdiscove-r:ed ‘of course that he did not have $400,000 at
. all. That was actually the taxpayers' money that he was talking about.
. ' If .he had $l;00,000 and then the government had $400,000 then that
~ would have dome the job compl_etely. But as it happened that member
~was talking about what the government had allocated for it.

I say that, Mr. Speaker, because that

L
1s not the first time that that former member got up in a meeting
and talked about what he had. I remember him coming to a meeting
at Whitbourne when we were trying to build the stadfum that I
mentioned just now and

o
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MR. CALLAN: He told us he had $500 cheque in his pocket,

a donation towards a proposed stadium, and he went back with that

cheque in his pocket aﬁd we never heard tell of it since, of course.
' But anyway,.Mr. Speakef, if I can move on

AN HON. MEMBER: ... owner over there, a fellow

MR. CALLAN: Bellevue, yes. . Bellevue they are.fortune

this year, as Chépe] Arm is fortunate this Spring to have a Young

Canada Works where they are providing sports facilities for the

young people who live in.these communities, ball fields and so on.

| ‘ Chance Cove, Mr. Speaker, is a big fishing .
community, a fish plant of private concern, a fellow from Normans

Cove is building a fish plant there now at considerabﬁe exbense, and

I believe with someahelp from Rural Deve]opment, I am not sure about
thaty but I would imagine so. Again, of course, 75-25 , I think, it is

the way it is broken dan in fédéfal money out of Rural Development.

'So, Mr. Speaker, Chance Cove is a thriving community. They have an

excellent water system. No thanks to this government, although they

applied through Canada Works and they hooked up several artesian well

“and practically every home in that community has an adequate water

supply.
AN HON. MEMBER: Go way!
MR. CALLAN: The same thing happened down in Goobies as .

I mentioned last Fall, they did it through a $71,000 Canada Works grant.
And North Harbour the same thing happened, Garden Cove, and many
communities in the district of Bellevue who gave up expéctfng help

from_ the Prévincial Government, and perhaps for a good reason, and I

am not, you know, perhaps the government cannot afford to do all of

the things, and I go along with some of the people on the goVernment side
of the House Who say, that people expect perhaps too many hahdouts from
the government, and I agree with that. You know, I have seen people

one or two faﬁi]ies who nearly nag you to death trying to get an

artesian at the same time they can go and buy a $5,000 or a $6,000

car, but they cannot afford to go and hire, you know, some people do,
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Mr. Callan: the government side of the House who is just as
frusfrated, Jjust as broke, and everything else as I am, and I said

that I would mention it, and he thought it was a good .idea, and
perhaps ifvmore of us talked about it, and if more of us were suffering
perhaps, you know, it is pretty easy for the member for St. John's
South (Dr; J. Collins) to get Qp and say, you know, we need ten members.
in St. John's and, you. know,. we 'do not need full-time members and all
that sort of thing. It is pretty easy for the doctors and the lawyers
and the big business people to get up and say that, you know, they

are earning their $50,000 or $60,000 in salary outside of this House
of Assembly -
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HR. NEARY: He has to do that to keep in touch with reality.
MR. CALLAN: ‘And I was a little bit disappointed.
As a matter of faet, Mr. Speaker, I am a little bit
disappointed in a number of people on the government side

of the House. I am a littie disapéoinced in the member for
St. John's South (Dr. J. Coliids); I am a little bit
disappointed in the member fo? Rilbride (Mr. Wells), you
know, how that man can sit over there knowing that he does
not serve nearly the time that he should in this House; ahd
how the member for St. John's East .(Mr. Marshall) can come
here periodically and stand up and make speeches and then
get the press that he is lookiﬂg for and so on and then
disappear after perhaps earning $1,000 or'so that day, 1t

is a little bit disillusioning, Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR. CALLAN: No, men who resign from the Cabinet
or who perhaps refuse to accept a Cabinet position because
it would iﬁterfere with the money that they would hope and
knew they would earn in their practices, whatever that might
have been. -

Mr. Speaker, the member for
Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) last night talked in glowing
terms, in philosophical terms and so on. But does the
member not realize that Newfoundland is not that large a
Province and people are no longer stupid.

The member for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush)
the other night talked about 737-3800 and pi r2. Well, I am

2 you know,

sure we have éll heard the.story about pi r
the student who came home from university and his poor father
had worked hard to raise the money to send him to university
and he was glad to do so. And the young fellow came home

in the Spring, and the next morning he was eating breakfast‘

with his father at the breakfast table and his books were

there on the table,.and his father said to him, 'Young man,
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MR. CALLAN: I have spent a couple of thousaﬁd
I )

dollars on you; you have gone to university for a year and

I am proud to do it, I have sacrificed to do it' - that was
at the time, of course, when probably most of the people in
a househola were pretty illiterate, they had to get somebody
else to £111 out an income tax return for them and even an
unemplo&ment insurance. form and what have you - and he said,
'Okay, my son, what have you been learning?' And he picked
up one of the books that happened to be a math book, and he
looked in the book and he saw this symbol, and he said to
his son; 'What is that there? What are you learﬁihg-in
there? I have spent a c&uple of thousand dollars on you.

Is it doing you any good? I hope it 1is. .whac is this here?’
And the son said to him, 'That is pi r2.' And his father
got a little bit ‘angry and said, 'I have spent $2,000,

I have sent you to St. John's for a year, and now you come
hsme and Sell me pie are squared. Pie are not squared,

cake are squared. Pie are round.' Well, Mr. Speaker, that
day is goné,,I believe. You know, the people in this Province
are not illiterates ady longer. The people of this Province
know why the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) took the
stand that he took. '

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, everybody knows why the
member for Grand Falls really resigned. The man resigned for
three reasons.— and I do not want to dwell on this, but

I mean, to hear the man get up last night and rattle off

the philosophical nonéense that he rattled off énd chastising
us over here for wasting the time of the House and all that,

you know, 1t was a little bit sickening, when here was a man

i who was in a Cabinet and got out.

AN HON. MEMBER: Why? Why?
MR. CALLAN: He got out for three reasons.
Well, number one, of course - and perhaps they all revolve
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MR. CALLAN: around the same reason = he got out
because he sees himself as Premier of this Province, a

P.C. Premier some day, and so he resigned for one reason,

he knew, of course, that as long as he was associated with
ﬁhe Premier and the moose and ‘the partridge and so on that:
the people will remember this, so he had to diséssocigte
himself from the Premier or any connections with him so that

they would see him as the shining light, the man who went of £
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MR.CALLAN: on his own because he did not want to

be - he was not a part even though some people may have thought he
was a part of the moose hunting and partridge hunting expedition.
MR. NEARY: He has no pilot to take him there now °

since Pearcey resigned.

MR. CALLAN: And, Mr. Speaker, it was pretty easy

for the member for Gran& Falls (Mr.Lundrigan) to resign from the
Cabinet and blame everything on the Premier and say tte Premier ha§
broken his promise to the people in Centra; Newfoundland. It was very
easy for him to do that and I am surprised, Mr. Speaker, you know I
think we all recognize the Premier as béing not a petty man. He is
not a petty man, he has never been a petty man and he is not usually

a nagty man and we all admire him for that.

AN HON.MEMBER: He is changing lately though.
MR. CALLAN: " Well that is true. He is changing lately

and perhaps the man has good reason. When his own flock starts to

turn on him you know this gives him a good reason for being nasty.

MR. PECKFORD: Make a new administration. It 1is a
wonder there are busaries in 1979 dealing with the Bank of

Canada.

MR, CALLAN: Well actually he did not waent any part
of the blame for that moose bunting, partridge hunting trip. He wanfed
to disassociate himself from that.

MR. SIMMONS: What (inaudible)

MR. CALLAN: And of course the other thing was that
he did not waﬁt to take the blame even thought he knew he was there.
When the frem;et rade the promise_that something would be done in
year's budget.

MR. NEARY: ' ' took the blame
for Pearcey.

MR. CALLAN: ; ‘He was there. The member for Grand
Falls (Mr.Lundrigan) was there and he should have accepted the blame

or showed the responsibility. And. of course the other reason, Mf.

o

Speaker, is because he had served for more than two years, nearly two

104136



June 13,1978 Tape No. 4358 (Night) AH-2
MR.CALLAN: : and one half years as Minister of

Industrial Development and Minister of Rural Development, a dual
portfolio and he saw nothing habpening in Rural Development and of
course'what did he see tn the portfolio of I¥dustrial Development?All
he saw was industries - ré:hef than starting up he saw industries closing
down, and so he said now if the people judge me on my performance as a B
Cabinet Minister -they know what kind of a man i am in Oppositon. When
I was in Ottawa I shone in Opposition criticizing and fu&dle-duddling
and so on but as a Cabinet Minister I am a disappointment but I will
fesign now, a year or-six months or two years before the ieadership so
that the people will have foregoffen all that and then that will give
me another little edge when I start philosophizing and travelling
around this Province after the PC leadership whenever that may come.

Mr. Speaker, the member for Grand
Falls (Mr.Lundrigan) must realize that we are living in a global
villagé and he cannot have a helicopter come downltb Upper Island Cove.
It was only lést week, Mr. Speaker, that I heard a gentleman who works
out off long Harbour at ERCO tell me a story that was told to him by
somebody who lived i{n Upper Island Cove about how the member for Grand
Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) - I think this took piace about a year or so
ago, was.sitting down with his big knapsack and so on . — where are you
going and gow are you going there? What.are you_waiting-for? And by
and by down comes a helicopter. Aund the fellow had a field of grass out
there or hay or something and that was scattered all over God's creation
when the helicopter landed in the garden. You kncw people who work at
Long Harbour and cannot get an increase in salary and so on know those
things and they rembmber them for a long, long time, They know what 1is
happening.

If I may take another example, Mr.
Speaker. Two weeks ago I think it was a young woman, a lady called me .
from Hodge's Cove telling me absﬁt a problem that her father tad down
in Southport and he wanted to see the member. Well I said"Phe House

is open and I am in St. John's practically every night and I do not know
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MP. CALLAN:’ : when I can go down there." I did not

tell the woman it was going to cost me ten dollars in gas. It was a
bit incon?enient te take a fégr hour drive_to see one gentleman. Anyway
I aaid, "Okay, fine I will go down cn Sunday afternoon'I will go out
for a Sunday afternoon drive with the family and I will go down and

see the man.

AN HON.MFMBER: ‘ The proper thing.
MR. CALLAN: The following night, Mr. :Speaker -

now what I could have done and perhaps what we are . tempted to do
sometiﬁes is brush it off and hope that the problem will go away and
that thatrgentleman will contact gomebody else, perhaps the welfare
officer or a lawyer or somebody and clue up his problem. Well anyway
I did not I said I would be down on Sunday afternoon. The very next
night, Mr. Speaker, I had another call from the gentleman's son who

happened to
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MR. CALLAN: live in Blaketown, and when I went down

to Southport on Sunday afternoon to see the old gentleman I

discovered in the House at the time that I went in there was his
daughter and son—in—law.from Arnold's Cove. So here was a family

that had the tenacle so to speak reach to practically every part

§f my district and so you might think that you are doing something

in one community and nobody knoﬁs anything about it in another,

but here was a case where, as I said, you know something that I thought
that an old gentleman in Southport would know about but nobody else,
here I discovered that he had a daugﬁter married in one community,

a son married somewhere else, a daughter-in~law somewhere elsz, and

Mr. Speaker, word gets around. Word gets around of what kind of act

that people are trying to play or trying to put on. And the member

for Grand Falls (Mr: Lundrigan) is putting on a fine act -

MR. NEARY: He should get the Oscar for best

actor of the.year.

MR. CALLAN: = coming out and saying publicly -
he comes out and says publicly that presenting petitions in the
House of Assembly is a waste of time. It is a waste of time,
noﬁhing is accomplished. .

Mr. Speaker, I do not know if the
man realizes what he is saying. I mean did the man just come out
for the sake of making a press release to gain popularity? If
he did then what he actually said was not only did the Premier and

the members of this government, not only did thev deceive you when

“they promised to do something with the hospital in 3ranc Falls,

but they are deceiving you every day of the week when they pretend.
for one moment.that when you go around a community and gather up
100, or 200 or 300 names on a petition for an improved road that
there 1is nothing.going to be done with it anyway. So why waste
your time? 'This is.what the member for Grand Falls (Mr..Lundrigan)

actually said, "Do not bother to waste your time. In a democratic
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MR. CALLAN: : system sure you present a petition

and you bring something to the attention of government, like
the petition that was presented here this afternoon with

3,400 names on it.

MR. NEARY: Another one tomorrow with 2,000,
MR. CALLAN: : And usually you get results,. you know.

Most governments listen. The government of Nova Scotia listened
and one week before they were supposed to start their spray
programme you know they got all the facts and in response to

all the facts and a second study and a closer look at it and so
on, and public opposition to. it obviously, they decided that
ﬁhey were doing the wrong thing and so they listered, But

not this government, Mr. Speaker. Or this is what the member

for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) tells us. It is useless.

MR. NEARY: One of the most unpopular moves they
ever made.
MR. CALLAN: - "It is useless to present a petition,”

he says, 'because ali it will do is gather dust. You will not get
any - results anyway beéause the government'has made up its minq th#t
it is going to put pavement down in Bonavista South, or\Trinity

North or somewhere else, So why bother it?" Especially if you are

living in a Liberal district why bother it? You will not get it

anyway.

And, Mr. Speaker; I must say this, that
I mentioned a couple of gentlemen that I am disappointed in. I must
say I am also disappointed in the new Minister of T and C. He is
known for his wit and his humour but Mr. Speaker, I thiﬁk he got
in over his head in this department. - You would expect him to
loose his wit and humour when he was Minister of Finance, you know
with all the headaches that that should have brought, nearly
$3 billion in debt; But appaiently not so., IE was in this
portfolio that the minister lost his humour and his wit. He
never even had the common decency to send me a copy of a letter that

he sent to various parts of my district telling them what his department
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planned or did not plan to do -this

Tried not to -

Well they try it everywhere, you know,

I do not know what they are trying to prove by doing these things. .

I do not know what they are trying to prove. I went down to the

Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing this morning to see .

you know, "Any water and

announcements made yet?"

sewer on the go?" 'Naw, nothing." "Any

'"Well, the only announcements that have

been made have been made by the PC members, they made them Friday.

They were informed Friday what they were getting for their

districts.

MR. HODDER:

ten different projects.
MR. CALLAN: -

YR, NEARY:

connected with Education
MR. HODDER:

MR. NEARY:

MR. STMMONS:

MR. NEARY:

up.

MR. CALLAN:

The Minister of Education announced about

Right.
Yes, but he did not announce anything
though.
Water and sewer -
Playing a bit of politics.
‘ ﬁe will need more than that.

He will need more than that to prop him

Mr. Speaker, I do not know. I mean

these people over there who get up and speak from. time to time offer

us over here an awful lot of good advice.

AN HON. MEMBER:
MR. CALLAN:
MR. NEARY:

his gcalp.

YR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): -

hon, membar,

MR, CALLAN:

Everything for Deer ﬁake, Humber_Valley.

Trey tell us what we are doing wrong - ‘

He will need more than that to save

Order, please!

The Chair has difficulty in hearing the

Thank you, Mr. Spealker.
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Mr. Callan: Various gentlemen stand up from the government side
of the House and they give us all kinds of advice on what we are doing

wrbng, and if we are not careful we will not win- the next election.

" What a crowd to give advice to us, Mr. Speaker. You know they

realize that the people in this Province can see right th}ough

what they are doing themselves, the petty politics that they are

playing.
AN HON. MEMBER: That is right.
MR. CALLAN: " I do not know what this government, Mr. Speaker,

I hate to mention this again, but I do not know what this government or
somebody in the Department of T and C or Clarenviile or wherever it
might be, I do not know what they got against Adeytqwn. I do not know
what they got against that poor little community. There is no
unemployment there at all, Mr. Speaker, most of the people are retired
citizens, most of them they live i% fine homes. '
MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) waiting to put the padlock on her.
MR. CALLAN: They live in fine homes, every second car down there
is a big Chrysler and they do not have a decent road‘to drive on. When
the calcium chloride, when the decision was made to spread that on the
road I discovered in conversations with Clarenville, and Mr. George
down here that Adeytown was not included. Obviously they are not
going to get any pavement this year, they did not get it last year,
no, no, no pavement, definitely not. What ab&ut a bit of calcium
‘chlioride? No it was not included. I do not know what somebody
has against that community. I'do not know. I do not know.

- You see,.this petty stuff, it just does not
end with Adeytown. You know, it does not'end'there. It does not
end at Clarenville .or Hickman's Harbour. These things do not end
there. The word gets around and people get pretty disgruntle. I
talked to a gentleman this afternoon from down in Southwest Arm
and I asked him , "Did you get the calcium chloride down that way vet?"
"Well they are gone down passed little Heart's Ease, but we do not.
have it yet." Well I said, "I suppose you will get it. That is the

least you can expect a bit of calcium chloride". He told me, "That
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Mr. Callan: a lot of people in this Province do not want
they sent in petitions of phone in-and told their member, we do not
want it, it is rusting our cars. " “At least, I said, you will
get that." "Well, he said". "You did not get any pavement

again this year." He saiH, “No." l"We11 I suppose we will get it
some time," he said, "Because there is hothing else left to.paye is
there? Everything else in this Province is paved."
MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) corrup% government.
© MR. CALLAN: It is terrible, Mr. Speaker.

And, Mr. Speaker,. -
MR. NEARY: The only party of the British Empire where
you have the same man the Minister of Justice and the Minister of

Finance. Theifirst time it ever happened in the British Empire.

- MR. FLIGHT: And House Leader.
MR. NEARY: Atid House Leader. He cannot even do one job.
MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, as [ said, it is pretty disheartening

and pretty disgruntling.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) their own districts.

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh, oh!

‘MR. NEARY: ~ There is only one part of Newfoundland, Sir.
AN HON. MEMBER: Ch, oh!

MR. CALLAN: - Ves, T would Tove to be able to get up here

and talk the way the member for Bonavista North (Mr. Cross) talked today.

I would Tove to be able to do it.

AN_HON. MEMBER: But that was all -
MR. CALLAN: But in all .sincerity, if somebody would tell
" me -
MR. NEARY: (Inaudible)  all the OREE money he has talked
about.
MR.CALLAN: - I have a mile and a half of reconstruction now, not

I have, the people down in Southwest Arm were told a while ago and
I discovered in a telephone conversation,again the minister did not
have the decency to send me a copy of‘the letter -

MR. NEARY: What minister?

-
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MR. CALLAN: T and C. The Minister of T and C who did not

bother to send me a copy of a letter.

MR. MORGAN: -
MR. CALLAN:

Yes, yes I did.

So 1 found out through a phone call that tenders

will be called for a mile and a half which will complete the reconstruction

down to-Southport. That is the road work in the district of Bellevue

for this fiscal year.

and a half of reconstruction.

'SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

‘MR. CALLAN:

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

MR. CALLAN:
SOME 'HON. MEMBERS:

MR. CALLAN:

that last year -

MR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG):

MR. CALLAN:

- SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG):

MR. CALLAN:

MR. FLIGHT: Not an inch in Buchans.

MR. CALLAN: Not.an inch of pavement, notvqnevinth.

MR. FLIGHT: Not an inch in Windsor-Buchans.

‘MR._CALLAN: ‘Not an inch of pavement. Not one inch. A mile

Not one water and sewer project.
Oh, oh!
Recpnstruction.
Oh, oh!
Pavement. Reconstruction.
Oh, oh!

The former Minister of T and C bromised us

Order, please! Order, please!
The Minister of T and C now.
Oh, oh!

Order, please!

Reconstruction that is the only bit of-

road work that is being done this year is the reconstruction of the last

mile and a half down to Southport. That is all that is happening in the

district of Bellevue I am telling you. That is all that is happening.

That is what I am talking about. That is what his happening.

MR. NEARY: . Uncle Ottawa is looking -

MR. CALLAN: Now the paving equipment is obviously going to be

in the area. ' It has to be to pave out on Random Island.

AN HON. MEMBER: - There' you -are.

MR. NEARY:

Why should it not be done?
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MR. CALLAN: ~ Even the highways crew, Mr. Speaker, all I can

do is speak after the people who lives down in Hillview and those
places. They tell me that the regular highways .crew was not even

on their road last year, where was it? It was down on Random Island
where it had no business to be.

MR. NEARY: Oh yes they take this -

_MR;YCALLAN: ‘ Well what are they doinQ on Random Island, down

in the district of Trinity North?  They were -down there getting ready
for paving, you know, even the highways crew who were suppose to be
stationed, and maintaining and keeping. up.that road was not there.

AN HON. MEMBER: I think it -

MR. CALLAN: You know people who 1ive down there told me
fhat,and I checked on it and found ouf, yes that is what is happening.
MR. NEARY: Yes, it is very funny.

MR. CALLAN: | . And the civil servant says, Well boy we cannot

help it. We have to go where we are sent.
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AN‘HON. MEMBER: Right.
MR. CALLAN: We know that the road down there

needs to be graded up. Ne know that it need; to be ballasted
up and graded up, but we héve to gé where we are sent, and
that is why my crew is down éd Random Island. And I have
heard some other suggestioﬂs, Mr. Speaker, that I would not
bother to mention here or anywhere else. 1 have already
mentioned how water and sewer was approved for Sunnyside
a few years ago, and then the next morningvbefofe a telegram
could be sent out that water and sewer was removed,or the
money that was allocated for it, and was put somewhere eise.
I already told thét story.

Mr. Speaker, 1 want to talk about
the salaries that we are getting for all of this rigmarole

that we have.to go through in here.

" SOME HON.. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MRC CALLAN: : Well, perhaps the member for St.John's
Centre (Mr. Murphy) is not interested or perhaps he is
interested. Pgrhaps he is anxious to know. I have said this,
too, to members before. I mean, is i; fair?

MR. FLIGHT: O0f course it is not fair.

MR. CALLAN: Is it fair when I - well, the minister

is .getting a minister'q salary, he is getting $14,275, is it,

extra?
MR. FLIGHT: Plus.
MR. CALLAN: Well, I can tell you very quickly,

because they are all alike, right?
I was looking through this book . the

other day. What tremendous salaries!

. AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. CALLAN: Now $14,245 - )
AN EON. MEMBER: " For Cabinet. . =
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MR. CALLAN: - $14,245 1s the Cabinet minister’'s -
MR. MURPEY: That is the Cabinet minister's salary.
i y
MR. CALLAN: Yes, that is right.
MR. FLIGHT: - That is what the member for Grand Falls

(Mr. Lundrigan) lost, was it not? ~

AN HON. MEMBER: : What was the member ~ $17,-.
(inaudible).
MR. CALLAN: Well, I do not know what it is.

Well, I mean, we. are getting a little bit -

MR. FLIGHT: Three thousand dollars for his car.
MR. CALLAN: I was out in my district the other

night attending an adult education graduation and the fellow

who was there presenting diplomas to- the adults was very proud

‘of the fact that he was earning more than the Minister of

Education.  Imagine, feeling prownd of the fact that he was
earning more! Well, if the Minister of Education is éoor,
imagine how poor we a?e and some of the people over thgre!
“Mr. Speaker, I want to make a
suggestion. Why cannot we in this House get together long
enough - not for this purbose onl?, I mean, I think we should
get together a lot more often for a lot more other things,
you know; I agree with that, the committee system. . I think
we should have a lot mote‘committees on the go, and this
is another reason why I am a little bit digappointed in the
member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) - you know, chairman of the
committee for two and one-half years and has not called it
together yet. Perhaps it would not have changed the Standing
Orders of the Hbuse, perhaps it would not have imp;oved the
rules. If nothing else, it would have given us an opportunity
to get together, Liberals and P.C.s get to know each other
better.and perhaps get a few dollars out of it, you know -

AN HON. MEMBER: A bottle of wine.

MR. CALLAN: - whatever you get for being on a
committee.

AN HON. MEMBER: ° (Inaudible).
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MR, CALLAN: Well, okay, there should be
something.

MR. MURPHY: Public Accounts only (inaudible)
MR. CALLAN: ' The Premier knows there should Se

something and the. Premier is in favour of committees. Why s
has he not set them up? I do not know.

MR. FLIGHT: You forgot the minister's car and

the helicop;ers. ' .

MR. NEARY: They should get 10 per cent oug of

every dollar they could save.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
AN HON. MEMBER: We would make something!
MR. CALLAN: . Why can we not get together,

Mr. Speaker? I know the member for St. John's North
(Mr. J. Carter) will not get together. If there is an
increase grantea in salary he yill donate his to the
Canadian Cancer Society or the Red Cross or something.

Well, that 1is fine, let him go ahead and do 1it!

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. CALLAN: I mean, if anybody on either side
of this House is afraid to increase our salaries to a
decent, acceptable wage, if they are a;raid because of

what the ﬁedia is goiﬁg to say, what tﬁe peopie out there
think ~ I mean, they cannot think any worse of us anyway:
they cannot h;ve a lower opinion of this House of Assembly.
And the media, if.they do carry it for two or three days,
so what? They did the same thing last Fall, accuéed the
Premier and accused all of us of coming in here for

‘and

fifteen minutes in November to close up the House,
the only reason that they came in there' - it was in the
media and I heard it through four or five - it was in the

papers, it was on the Open Lines and everywhere - 'The -

reason that they are going in there is to get some money.'
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MR. CALLAN: And we did not get a copper, not

one copper.

PREMIER MOORES: ° By leave. We can keep going on‘

this thing for a_long'time,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. CALLAN: Well, I do not particularly want

to earn extra money by standing up here and talking about
it. I think I deserve it anyway, as dozens of members
deserve 1t.

AN HON. MEMBER: : He gave up a job paying

more.
MR. MURPHY: ' No one'disagrees with it.

MR. CALLAN: Well, what is the trouble? Why

can we not get together 1if no one disagrees?

MR. FLIGHT: There is the man!
MR. J. CARTER: | (Inaudible).
MR. CALLAN: Well, let me ask the member for

St. John's North (Mr. W. Carter), would he go along with
an increase in salary, or if not go along would he keep hisl
mouth shut while the rest of us get a decent wage? You

know,. would he (inaudible)? Would he turn his back?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear!
AN HON. MEMBER: It is debatable if he would go
along with it. (Inaudible) go along with it to

keep his mouth‘shut.

AN HOW. MEMBER: . (Inaudible) full time

members (inaudible).

MR. CALLAN: Well, that is something else. 1 mean,
there is no trouble to kill this argument. If we
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MR, CALLAN: want to go to the press and say,

"Well obviously the reason this man turned his back or donated -

MR. MURPHY: ‘ I believe this is one time if you

asked to adjourn the House for the birds in this debate you are
liable to get it.

MR. CALLAN: ' Well you know perhaps that is not what we
neéd.

MR. NEARY: ) Myself and the House Leader had a

consultation.

MR. CALLAN: Perhaps that is not what we need.

If we could prorogue this House now, next week sometime, and then.
open her up again in the Fall with a neﬁ session énd we would get
some money that way. But you know there must bé a couple of ways
tq do it. And I am not asking, Mr., Speaker, that I be given

the poor taxpayers' money that I do not - All I am asking for at
least a salary on a par with what I was getting, so that I do not
have to say to somebody, "No, Sir, Iicannot come down and see you

today down in Swift Current or North Harbour because it is going.

_to cost me $10 in gas and I have not got $10 to buy fish and brewis,"

you know.
MR. MORGAN: You should see Charlie Brett.
MR, CALLAN: , All we are asking for I believe is

a little bit -~

MR. NEARY: Let him go on, Mr. Speaker. Let him

go on. By leave.

MR, CALLAN: Is my time up, Mr. Speaker?
MR. NEARY: No, keep on going.
MR. CALLAN: ’ I wish it was. It is awfully warm here.

Mr. Speaker, I do nct think there is
any need to dwell on this toplc. I mean everybody in this House,
except the member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter) knows what
I aﬁ talking about. So let us get together on it.

MR. HICKMAN: ) Would the hon. gentleman permit a question?

: | 10150,



June 13, 1978 Tape No. 4362 ™ -2
MR. CALLAN: Yes, sure, any interjection would be
welcome.

MR. HICKMAN: ' .There was .a suggestion made I think,

I know it was made in another provincial legislature, and my

recollection is it was made by lMr. - I do not want the hon. member

to read anything into this, but the iast: speech that Mr. Clyde Wells
made in this House, it was along exactly the same lines of that '
now being enunclated by the hon. the member for Bellevue

(Mr. Callan).

MR. CALLAN: Great minds think alike.

MR. HICKMAN: ‘But there was a suggestion that to
avoid the embarrassment of legislators having to i)eriodically vote
themselves an increase in salary that the salary should be tied
into some other salary that is set by some other body and the
suggestion was that -

MR, CALLAN: . "1Is that a dead body?

MR. ,HICKMAN:\ And the suggestioh was that the MHAs
salary should be tied into a district court judge's, and that

a Cabinet Ministe;r shoul(i be tied into a supreme court judge.

Now the only risk you are running is that 1if Parlianeﬂt never
increases the salari2s you are helplgss to do anything about

it. But for instance the Nolan B{ill én -

iR. FLIGHT:

MR. P}ICKMAN: I use t;hat as an example. That was

a suggestion. .

AN HON. MEMBER: Is this a question or an excuse.

MR. HICKMAN: I am just asking the question. I

wouid like to hear the “1on. gentleman articulate his views because

" we have an example in this House. The bill that came in here in

1970 1 think when the hon. member for Conception Bay South

(fr. Nolan) was on the government benches, -the Ombudsman Bill tied
the salary into that of the Chief Prowvincial Magistrate, the
Ombudsman, so that again you do not have Ehac embarrassing

situation of getting into -
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MR. FLIGHT: Are we going to get our six per cent
this year?

MR. HICEMAN: In any event I would certainly -

MR. CALLAN: - Actually what we are getting, we are

getting paid six months of the year. We will get paid now next
week, or whenever it is; we will get the last bit of money..'We
will not get anything else until the 2nd. of January. Some peopnle
say the lst, but it is not the lst, because there are too many
hangovers after the New Year's Eve ball. It is the 2nd. of
January.

MR, HICKXMAN: That is right and you endorse it right
straight over to the bank manager.

MR. CALLAN: ) So it 1s over six months, more chaﬁ

six months between payments.

* MR. SIMMONS: ‘ It is so small that is the only
way to -
MR. MURPHY: Well we were talking about doing it

by the month but it did not work out,

MR, CALLAN: Well even then you know -

MR, MURPHY: You would not get any more but at least
you would be -

MR. CALLAN: No. That 1is right. Well anyway 1 mean
I think in those few remarks that I made on that, I mean I am sure
that we can get together. When are we going té do it?

MR. DOODY: There are fifty-one bank managers
praying for this House to close.

MR. CALLAN: Are we going to talk about it. I mean
I do not want to talk about it. '

MR. MURPHY: - Would you call that a substantive motion?

PREMIER MOORES: There is no one going to call a quorum,

I will tell you that.
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MR. CALLAN: ' You see, Mr. Speaker, you know I

could dwell on this for two or three hours if I wanted to., I

~mean the member for Bonavista North (Mr. Cross) is not that

bad off, he is getting at least $3,000 more than I am, being
Party>Whip. The member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) is getting =

I do not know what he is getting, I do not know and I do not

care but you kno& most of the people og the government side, most
of them I would say are relatively happy. You know most of them
are relatively happy. -Ihey are Cabinet MMnisters or they are

parliamentary assistants or something, or whip, or they are

doctors or they are lawyers. You know fhe member for St. John's

South (Dr. Collins) I am sure is not worried about money, and he
probably does not want to talk about it here. And the member for

Mount Scio (Dr. Winsoxr) obviously I do not imagine he is too

concerned. We know the member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter)

is not. But I can imagine, Mr. Speaker, that the member for
Ferryland (Mr. C. Power) and one or two others.. Now the member
for Grand Falls (Mr, Lundrigan I do not know and I do not really

care. I mean the man had a good job and gave it up. But that was
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MR. CALLAN: i his own choice. If he wants to
sacrifice for three or four years waiting for the leadetshipbto come
and look around for the Premier's job well that is his choice. Perhaps
he is getting good donations to keep him alive while he is waiting for
that. I do not know and do not really care.  That is his own choice.
But , Mr Speaker, I was speaking to a graduation the other night-oﬁt
in my district and I wag telling some *of these grade eleven students -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: : Oh, oh!

MR. CALLAN: . Mr. Speaker, I had a letter the .other
day - there were.a bunch of students in the Gallery at that time, it

was on May 18th, they were in the Gallery that night. Well what happene&
that night I do not kn;w and I cannot find out because we do not have fhe
Hansards for the night sittings. But anyway a few déys after tﬁac I
received a letter from one of the young men who were in the Gallery that
night and the letter could ﬁave been addressed to any but since he
was - in my district he wrote it to me. He told me about the disgust
that he had towards the House of Asgsembly as a result of what he watched
for about one hour that night. But of course I have not answered the
letter because I do not know what was happening that night ﬁut when I do
answer it I will tell him that for him to judge the House of Asmembly,
comeing in here for one hour out of thousands 1s like me who had never
seen a hockey game before, turniné on the television and seeing Jonathon
and Bouchard and then swigching off the television again and form an
opinion about hockey in-one minute of watching that particular aspect

of it. We have our bad times and we have our good.

MR. NEARY: . I am pretty sure -

One of his rare appearances in this House.

YR. CALLAN: T " But, Mr. Speaker, the po#nt I am trying

to make is‘this that people out there and students are among them, Mr.
Speaker, have a rather low and a rather poor opinion of this House of
Assembly and what happens here and I believe that is one of the reasons
for it. let us face it we cannot help but take out our animosities and

get on each other's nerves and so on and I cannct help growling at
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MR. CALLAN: somebody over there when I know he is

probably around and eating steaks and so on, sporting around in a
big car and here I am broke a;l the time, I am a 1ockworse off than
I was before I got into this racket. -

MR. CALLAN: That is a fact.

Well anyway, Mr. Speaker, when I was
addressing this bunch of students the.o;her night I was telling them
about the make-up of- this Hoﬁse of Assembly and how the House of the
Assembly, the complexion is changing. I told them that we do not have
the people that we used to have. The day 1s gone whgn you Had doctors
and' lawyers and businessmen marching in for their own benefit and using
it as a part time job. Out of the fifty—one‘of us here now eighteen
are former school teachers or into education in some form or another,
eighteen of us. And I would say with very few exceptions most of that
eighteen had.to take a cut in salary. I lost a couple of thousand
dollars a year and I know other members here who lost seven or eight.
The Minister of Education is one of the fortunate ones, fortunate
that he is probably getting just a§ good a salary. I do not know if
he is or not. But he is not very fortunate in that he had to be a
part of th#t budget whith cut out 120 jobs and so on. He must have a
thick skin for sure.

Mr. Speaker, my time will soon be up
1 be}%eYe. We talk about nothing beén accomplished in this House of
Asseﬁbly ;nd the message that I am trying to‘get across and I put it
across sherever I go, to whatever group I speak , and I want to say
it onee one - I said it tﬁe other aay and I want to say it once more,
I want to say it and perhaps if I say it often enough somebody will believe
it, that a number of peopie that I rumn into, not very many but some

people that I run into, I have to explain to them - they say things like,

What are you doing in the House of Assembly? What is it all about? You .

got kicked out the other day or somebody challenged vou to a fight and

so on. What is it all about? And T tell them number one: &ou cannot
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MR. CALLAN: : judge the House of Assembly by what you

hear through the media with éll due respect to the media. They are
sensationalists, they have to be because this is what the peoplevoﬁt
there want.:o hear. And I tell them that ninety-eight per cent of what
goes on 1in the House of Assembly is never reported and all you hear is

the sensational stuff. So I set their minds at ease in that respect.

MR. MURPHY: Ank Murphy falls asleep.
MR. CALLAN: Right. Exactly.
MR, NEARY: . It is not the fact that he falls asleep

- but he falls asleep with his mouth open.

MP. CALLAN: - Morgan challenged Callan to a fight.
This is the kind of stuff. This is the kind of nonsense. Thirteen
¥MAs to be kicked out. This is the kind of stuff that people hear..
I tell you what I feel 1ike'dqing when - but anyway, Mr. Speaker, I
try to explain to people that you are getting a.warped picture and -

the people
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Mr. Callan: who for various reasons, political and otherwise,
say, why you should be creating jobs in there. I tell them that the
House of Assembly is two things. There are a number of things it is

not, and one of the things it is not, is the place where jobs are

" created. That is the government's job twelve months of the year.

They have the mandate, if they fail on that mandate then they should
throw in the towel, face cloth, soap and the works, and go to the
people, and say, you know.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: =~ ' Hear, hear!

MR. CALLAN: But anyway that is one thing that it is
not a'place where jobs are created. [t is two things, it is a debating

forum, and, of course, it is a place where bills are passed, budgets are
passed -and so on, so that civil servants can get their salaries and

we can get the little bit that we are getting and so on. And the other
thing, of course, the other thing that it fs is this, it is the highest

court in the land, and we as an Opposition, we on this side of this

courtroom are duty bound to dig out scandal, if it exist, if we do not.

'dfg it out or if we know that it is there and do not talk about it, and

do not bring it out in the public eye we are - what are we doing? We

are going along, we are saying that what is happening, what the government
is doing is okay. And so we on this dide of the House, Mr. Speaker,

it is our job in this codrt, in this highest court in this tand to try

and to put on fria], the government on that side, we do it through

Oral Questions, we do {t through points of privilege, we do it in many

other ways tabling thingé.

MR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): Order, please!

The hon. gentleman's time has expired.

MR. CALLAN: My time has expired. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
iMR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): The hon. member for Mount Scio.
DR. R. wiNSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SOME _HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! '
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DR. R. WINSOR: First of all I would like to compliment the

member for Bellevue (Mr. Callan) for an excellent speech, and certainly
many of the pqints are supported by both sides of this House, and
certainly we should have more debate on some of the things that he brought
up. -

After my speech the other day in the Budget debate
I was left with a bunch of copiéus notes so I thought that tonight would
be a chance fo speak @ Tittle bit about my district and a short discourse
on the Budget.

So,.Mr. Speaker, there is hope for our Province,
but we have to turn around its direction. We have to stimulate our
people to be more self-sufficient, to be prouder, and also not to
depend on handouts from Ottawa. This cannot be achieved withour
sacrifice on the part of our people. If the Opposition wants to
spend more on social services, health care, abolish the school tax
and so on they h;ve to attack this Budget because once 'they realize
the people of Newfoundland understand what is in_this Budget and it is
thoroughly explained to them, they will behind this governﬁent. The
Opposition should put their greed for political powers aside and put
the interest of this Province first in these difficult times.

The Editor of The Dajly News has scorned our
Budget by c¢riticizing the fact that we have only interested our spending
on resource development by 3 per cent a year is forcast over the next
five years. But even, Mr. Speaker, with that amount that we have'to
stablize our social services, and even by sfab1iziqg them the cost will
continue to rise as normal expenses will continue to rise. .

We believe in a free society, Mr. Speaker, where

individual initiative can be fulfilled and where free enterprise can

'prosper. We have the resources and with proper incentive by government

to create the right environment for investment and development. Our
people will reqund and this will be one of the better places fn North
America in which to live.

The Opposition has scoffed at our target of

reducing the unemployment level from 18 per cent Canadian Statistics

.
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°® ‘  DR._R. WINSOR: to 10 per cent while also absorbi'ng 31,000 -
new people into our labour forcé. I heard an excellent editorial
today on Q RaQio which explained from the point of view of the type
.of education that the yodng people received in the 1960s in the

°® ‘ direction of education. And we are getting the fruits of this today
where the fact that people are not prepared to earn a living in

specific fields, in other words’
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DR. R. WINSOR: they have an education, but not

sort of focused in an area where they can earn a livelihood

and contribute to society. And there is a strong feeling
now that education has to get back to the basics so that
the individual can be fulfilled in the stimulation given
by education to support himself and his family.

The'creation of 40,000 new jobs by
1982 will not Be easy, but it has to be done and will be
done by this gover;ment. ItIFan only be done each year by
continuing to place empha;is on the development of our
God-given resource;-

We have finally arrived at a timé
in our long history where the rest of the world needs and
wants our protein which is in abundance off our shores, our
forest products and our oil and gas potential. We can only,
Mr. Speager, have seéure social benefits when we have the
revenue from developing our natural resources.

Mr. Speaker, a few words about my
district. I am fortunate to have, I think, rrobably one of
the most attractingsites fér a park anywhere in Canada.

I am referring, §f coufse, to the Pippy Park; The development
in that ﬁark is certainly - the original standard was

taken from, I think, the Regina Park, from the Regina

House of Assembly and that complex around it - Do you

renember the name?

MR. MORGAN: - _ Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) A point of order has aris;n.

MR. MORGAN: " The hon. gentleman is tryi;g to make

a speech here and ghe hon. the member for LaPoile (Mr. MNeary)

is bending over the rail and disturbing the hon. member

in a way that is annoying to me.

DR. R. WINSOR: That is alright, Mr. Speaker. I can

iznore the member for LaPoile.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh:
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MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) Order, please! In terms of
that point of order, I do not think there is anything the
Chair needs to say at this p;int in time.

. The hon. member.
DR. R. WINSOR: We must maintain a high aesthetic
standaralin the devélopmenc of the Pippy Park. And most of
ghe projécts planned and which are now started for there
certainly are of an extremeiy high standard. The one that
certainly is véry dear to my heart is the park which was’
available for the use of disabled citizens.

I think this year too, Mr. Speaker,
that possibly with proper advertisements in the city that
we can get many more of our people to make use of the
fa;ilities of Pippy Park. And certainly I think once people
are exposed to the beautiful surroundings there and all the
facilities.for the children and for themselves to enjoy
that we will find it to-be much more utilized by the citizens
of St. John's. -

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
say a few words about two communities in my district. On
April 22nd we had elections for local government in
St. Philips anleortugal Cove. We have gl;cted two
outstanding councils and I would certainly like to go on
record of expressing my congratulations to the Mayor of
St. Philips, Mr. William Tucker, and of Portugal Cove,
Mrs. Carl Hibbs. Both these communities have a long
historical tradition and they have a very proud, independent
populace, and I am very proud to be associated with these
people in developing their cémmunity and in trying to
impfove the lifesgyle of their citizens.

Now one of the most important
pileces of legislation to come before this House certainly
in many years is Bill No. 50, Regional Government. The

purpose of the bill is to establish a framework of regional
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DR. R, WINSOR: " government in the Northeast

- Avalon region in order to provide such municipal services

that are regional in nature and which can be most effectively
provided by a central administration.

I must stress, Mr. Speaker, for the
residents of Airport Héights and. of Hogan'é Pond and for

other unincorporated parts of my district, that there would

be no taxation of private residences until these residences -

and this may be many years dqwn the road for many of these
areas -~ until they are provided with water and sewerage and
other attending services such as street lighting and garbage
collection.

There has been raised the matter of
double taxation. There will be no double taxation in any
of these communiCi;s'surrounding St. John's. If‘the
community decides that it needs service that this regional

government can provide, they can
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DR.WINSOR: : avail of that and possibly,for

example firefighting, rather than each community setting up its own
firefighting ‘facility and the day of the volunteer fire brigade is
fast com;ng to an end that these .communities will find 1t difficuilt
to provide some of these ;ervices; waste disposal, firefighting,
transpor;ation and so on. These can certainly be provided much more
efficiently and cheaply on a regional basis and in some cases there
is a possibility that taxes in some ﬁf these communities might te
proven less rather than more with the provision of this regional
government. As a MHA for the city of St. John's I can categorically

state that there is nothing in this bili that is detrimental to the

_city . In fact we can expect sixty-five thousand more people in

the urban region by 1991 and the provision AE regional services
certainly has to be very properly implemented. As the level of services
increases and taxationm levels increase and are certainly more evenly
balanced than they are now then in the long run we must consider the
enlarged city concept because St. John's must eventually expand and

certainly have a much broader tax base than it has now.

MR.W.CARTER: © But all these people have moved out since

.

1976. The populatién has decreaded in St. John's.
In St. John's but in thé rural areas they

have moved outside and we can expect 65,000 more outside in about 1991.
Now i wish  the Chairman of the Public Accounts

Committee, the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir (Mr.Simmons) was bere .

I noticed that he has called a meecihg of the Public Accounts Committee

for Thursday morning and we have written a leéfer which T would like

to read and put on the public record to the Chairman of<the Public

Accounts Committee.

Al HON. MEMBER: . Mr. Spesker, would we have a quorum call?
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! A quorum call. Call in the
members.
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.

MR. SPEAKER (DR. J. COLLINS): " Order, please!
I will ask the Clerk to count the House, piease!
-1 am informed a quorum- is present.

The hon. member for Mount Scio.

DR. R. WINSOR:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. -

A few remarks concerning the Public Accounts
Committee. First of all, Mr. Speaker,‘this Committee certainly has
a tradition in the British system of being an non-partisan Committee.
We have finished our second year of operation‘with that Committee and,
I think, it has been a very productive two years. And I certainly, I think,

our report of this past year is an envy of many legislatures in

- Canada, and probably in the British system from wha; I have'certainly

’

seen.

I indicafed the other evening the fact that the
government backbenchers were not prepared to meet with the Public
Accounts Committee while the House was in session, and I gave three
reasons why we felt this way.. And certainly to repeat them is the
fact that the work of the government backbenchers, the fact that we
ére responsible for keeping a quorum in the House. The responsibilities
of the Opposition backbenchers certainly from their attendance does
not appear to be as onerous. We have many items of legislation which
we as a caucus have been involved in, and the long hours of- sittings
as we have had since the estimates began, which have continued. We

also have our district responsibilities. And of course, the other

. item I mentioned was the possibility or the great difficulty of the

Hansard people to cope with the extended sittings-of the House and
to put the extra burﬂen of meetings with the Public Accounts Committee.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to.put on
public recordAa letter I have written to Mr. Simmons and it was
delivered to him yesterday afterhoon.
» Dear Mr. Simmons: .
In reply to your'lettef of June 8, 1978
which was delivered to me at the opening of the House of Assemb]y.

Monday June 12 regarding a meeting of the Public Accounts Committee.

It was agreed in Committee that meetings would be arranged by the
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Or. R. Winsor: subcommittee of the Vice-Chairman and Chairman.
And as I have indicated to‘you that government membérs of the Committee
would not be available for meetings until after the closing of the
House of Assembly. This is as a.result of.the extended hours of the

House of Assembly and the severe demands on members of the government

 caucus. I would also draw your attention to the difficulty of the

Hansard Office in keeping up with their responsibility during those
extended sessions.
' 1 realize your'concern as Chairman in starting
our work for this year and thereby suggest June 28, Wédnesday at 2:00
P.M. as I assume that the House of Assembly will have adjourned by th;t
time. ) '
Sincerely yours."

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to indicate further

co-operation and certainly in our past experience over the last two

.years, 1 do not think anyone can indicate that the government members

of the Public Accounts Committee have impeded the operation of the
Committee "itself. I think we have had two excellent years, and I
fully hope that we would have this to 'be an exéel]ent year.

I would also indicate to the Chairman that the
government members certainly would not only be prepared to meet on
the 28th. of June, but to have regular meetings every two weeks
through the Summer and Fall as long. as necessary until we have fully

coped with the public accounts.

MR. SIMMONS: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (DR. J. COLLINS): A point'of order.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I gather from my colleagues that the

member has read into the record a letter whfch he wrote me some days
ago. If it is the same letter that I received from him, I did not

hear him read the letter except the closing paragraph. If it is the
same letter I should correct the matter for the record, an inaccuracy in
the letter which needs to be corrected so as not to mislead anybody.

The letter makes reference to a subcommittee, the Vice-Chairman, the

member for Mount Scio (Dr. R. Winsor) and I are a subcommittee on agenda,

wve meet regularly with the Auditor General on that subject. The Committee
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MR. SIMMONS: has no mandate as an ongoing thing on
the matter of setting meetings. Ve have from time to time
been asked to set meetings but normally the full Coqmittee
sets the meeting, Mr. Speaker, the full Committee ﬁormally
sets the meeting thevday of the next meeting and where that
has not been dome it has been left to the call of the Chair,
and that is the situation in this particular case. I should also
say that I have tried the last four months in talking with
the member to get a meeting, he undertook to have one as soon
as the estimates were over and then for some reason changed his
mind and broke his commitment to me on that véry point.

So the point I want-go make,
Mr._Spééker, for the recgrd, is that the point in the letter
about how the meetings are determined s not accurate, it is

not the case at all and since I got his letter I checked the

transcripts of the Committee to make sure of where I stood. The

meétings are normally set by the full Committee as the Vice-Chairman
knows, and in some cases on an ad hoc basis ha§e'been set by '
the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, but .in the lést case was left to
the call of the Chair and 1 beliéve that meéns what it says. But
just for the record, we have tried, I have dealt with the member
since January trying to get a meeting: He made an undertaking

to me to have one as soon as the estimates were over. And now

the story is as soon as the House is over. Well I have called

- a meeting for Thursday, Mr. Speaker, I have heard from one member

of the Committee, so there are six others counting myself so we

" still have lots for a quorum.

MR, N. WINDSOR: Yes, on that poiat of order, Mr. Speaker.

Most of what the hon. ﬁembér opposite says on that point of order

is correct. Generally meetings are agreed to by the Committee,

we adjourn each meeting we agree when the next meeting will be. But

I think it is general policy, or it has been the general policy at
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MR. N. WINDSOR: " least in the past two years of that

Committee, that when we did not set a meeting we said we will
leave it to the call of the Chair and in most cases it was
explicitly said, "The Chairman and the Deﬁuty Cﬁairman would
meet and would agree." And'I_would submit, Sir, that if perhaps
and I accept the hon. gentleman's word when he says he checked
the records of the minutes of the Public Accounts Committee. and
at the last meeting it was left to the call of the Chair. But I
would suggest that our trﬁdition has been in that Committee that
the Chairman and Vice~Chairman would agree in that particular
case én the date of a meeting and even 1f it wss not explicitly
stated then it waé certainly the intent of a Committee that it
would be on agreement between the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman.

¥

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): I think that clearly 1is an interpretation

or memory or recalling of events of matters within the Ccmmittee,

.actually matters that happened outside the House so I do not

think that the Chair can rule in this matter other than to say
that {t is not a point of order that needs to interfere further
with the hon. member's remarks. “

The hon. member for Mount Scio. '
DR. WINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Without
getting into debate on that point, it may be an honest difference
of opinion between the Chairman and myself but I certainly again
believe it to be as the member for Mount Pearl (Mr. Windsor) indicated,
;hat the meetings were to be called with consultation between the
other tvo. ' . '
¥R. SIMMONS: The time 1 mean is when the Vice-
Chairman refuses to meet: you see the problem I am in.
DR. WINSOR: Well we, I felt, had a legitimate
reason and we are certainly willing to meet on the 28th. and
we will meet every two weeks with that Committee until necessary -
that we have completed our work. WNow if we get into a Fall‘

session, which will be on legislation, I do not think that the ) LT
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DR. WINSOR: imembers wil; be so busy as they ﬁave'been over the
last two or three months and certainly during that period too, we
should be able to clue up the work onm the Auditor General's
Report.

But also I would thinl thatr this year, 1t certainly
seems to be a much'iegs formidable Auditor General's Report’ than
what we had to cope with last year. And I'yould think, with
meetings through this Summers, two meetings a month and with the
meetiggs in the Fall we should certainly be able to cope with
any work that we undertake.

I would certainly hope that we will Le able to have
a productive year, I have to reiterate again thaé we wili not,
and the government members will not be attending the meetihg on
Thursday. But we wﬁuld - ’

MR. SIMMONS: You are speaking for all four members. .

DR. WINSOR: I have talked to -

MR. SIMMONS:  You did not make that clear in your letter. Because
what you are saying is all four are going to boycott Thurséay's
meeting despite yoﬁr undertaking to meet ‘as soon as the

estimates were over.

' DR, WINSOR: I do nmot think I gave you a definite estimate., We

certainly talked about having'a meeting. But when we discussed it
with tiie other members we ag;eed.that we were.just too busy. here
was no ulterior motive and I stress ;ha:vagain. There was no
ulterior motive and we are quite prepared to meet. And I would

hope that you and I can get together -

MR. SIMMONS: Four months we have tried, for four months we have

tried.

DR. WINSOR: ~ And we have had very good reason in these four months

‘not to -
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MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) Order, please! I have to

point out to hon. members that remarks in the House should
be directed to the Chair rather than back and forth between
hon. members.

The hon. member.

"DR. R. WINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SIMMONS: (Inaudible) you are

boycotting the meetings.

DR. R. WINSOR: We are boycotting - I suppose you
could use that word, Mr. Speaker - on Thursday, but we are
offering the Chairman to meet on Wednesday the 28th of the
month at 2:00 P.M. and a meeting every two Qeeks afterwards
if this is agreeable to the Chairman, or we are quite
flexible, you know, Qithin reason.

l Now, Mr. Speaker, one final point
before I sit down. I would like to have a few-remarks about
acupuncéure. ’

There has been a very active committee
of qiiizens espousing the value.éf acupuncture. I, myself,
was on an evaluation committee a few years ago and know
a little about iﬁ, although I have never used it in my
practice. But I fully believe that there 1s a great deal
to acupuncture. I realize that last year a piece of
legislation through this House legalized it as a medical act,
but it is still not covered under Medicar;, and I think this
is what the committee on acupuncture are concerned about,
getting this treatment covered, although their ietter sort
of indicated that there was a question whether it was a
medical act. It is a medical act, but it is not coyered
under Hediﬁare. My'suggestion would be that this government
follow‘the example of Nova Scotia and Ontario and set up
an acupuncturegclinic at tﬁe-university. And I would hope
that the Minister of Health would have a discussion with -

the people at the medical school. Because at this point
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DR. R. WINSOR: “ we only have, I think, two medical
practitioners practicing acupuncture.

Having a clinic at the medical school
would give an opportunity for students at our medical school
and also practicing doctoré here iﬁ St.'John's and throughout
the Island to come in and paQtaké of visiting clinicians.

And also, I would like to see that the treatment given in
this environment would be covered under Medicare at this
point. - There is quite a difference of opinion in medical
circles across Canada as to the total benefits. I, myself,
feel it is very bemeficial in non-infected arthritis, in
migraine headaches and some other disorders whefe I know from
personal experiénce that I have seen miraculous cures. There
are other instances where in treatment of disease and so on,
in any bacterial infection, of course, it could be dangerous

unless it is used in very, very skilled hands, and this {is

‘why, I think, we should follow the example of Dalhousie

University and Toronto University who have federally funded
acupuncture clinics_in their medical.and dental schools.

And I think this sﬁould be investigated as an outlet here,
first of all to provide acupuncture to the people who have
benefitted from it or who may in the future need the services
of an acupuncturist. After two or three or four years th?n
if conditions being‘equal, we find ﬁhat there are many people
using it in their practice under proper eonditipns, then
possibly we could make it broad coverage throughout the
Province as these people go back to theif private practice.

I have seen some good results with
it. I know in my own case, I had a tennis elbow that bothered
me for years and with one treatment in Toronto I have not had
the slightest bit of trouble in the last three years. Now
there are other people who have not had the same results:

And there are certain types of a?thritis for which it is not

helpful. But I think it certainly warrants thorough
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DR. R. WTNSOR: investigation.  And since we have
a medical school here and I think there are federal funds
available for this type of investigation, we shquld make
use of it. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) The hon. the member for

‘Stephenville.
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MR.McNEIL: ‘Mr, Speaker,. I cannot help but be reminded when I

take up this Throne Speech, this document, I cannot help but be reminded
of a catalogue which is no more._than a wish book and I think this document
is no more than a iittle wish book. The catalogue has one up on this one,
At 4least a catalogue can be put to some .other use. This one cannot because
it is not enough paper in it.

Mr, Speaker, the Throne Speech itself is trying to give

a very optimistic oﬁtlook on our forecast for the future. They are Erying
to encourage the people in some ways iovinvest in this Province, trying to
put the besc;£o°; fofward,and when the government themselves who write this
document cannot do it.themselves, they have not got the belief in their
own document to move forward and give the example. When I say this I am
speaking in terms éf an industry like Labrador Linerboard which was closed
by this government because they stated last year that it was a non-profitable
operation, it was not viable, that it could not uake Qoney'and that it had
to close-down. .And, Mr. Speaker, the sum that was mentioned to close it
downryas stated by the Minister of Finance last year, that the total cost

to the Province would be roughly $27 million . Now today we know that that
is not the true figure. From this year's budget, 1978, the figure is more
in the area of $40 million but,from what I understand,the truer figure would
be closer to $60 million. Now-if I may quote the minister last year when

he was speaking on the Linerboard operation, he stated,and I Luote," So to
close the mill down would cost nearly $27 miliion, to open it would cost

$55 million." Now I‘say, Sir, that it had already cost this government

$55 million and proof of the pudding, Sir, is Qhen you look at this year's
budget and you look down the Departmént qf Finance and on the Labrador secticn
they have already spent. this year, 1978, $34,500,006. Now that is not
including other expenditures in different departments related to Labrador
Linerboard. = So, Mr. Speaker, to close the mill has cost this Province
quch ﬁore financially to this government, it has cost the Province and the

people of this Province much more than was anticipated through human suffering,

through people having to leave the area in which they thought they would be
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MR.MeNEIL: able to settle down once and for all. The people in

that area, in the whole Bay St. George area when the American base was
there never really considered settling down because they knew it was only
a temporary place in which they lived in order to seek work. But when the
mill came theyvhad new hope.

Mr. Speaker, I do not believevthat the mill needed to
have closed down. Maybe it needed to change hands and I think it could have
been done without closing down the total operationm, without throwing the
whole community out of whack. And I think the Moore's PC govermment did
a great_injuscicg to the people of,Ne;foundland by closing the operation
down when their own figures as stated last year, they stated themselvés
it would cost $27'million to close and now we see in.the budget that
they have already spen§.$34,500.000, that is already spent. From all

indications that I have received to date the figure is over $55.million.

And I quote again to bring it to mind,"So to close the mill down would cost

nearly $27 miliion:'to close it, to mothball it, To keep it open would cost

$55 million , to keep it
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Mr. McNeil: . open. We have already spent $55 million, and it is
closed.

AN _HON. MEMBER: Shame.

MR. MCNEIL: It is closed. And many peopie had to leave

the area because they could not find_any work. They had to sell

their homes, their properties,which theyi ﬂéd.put their likgtime investment
info, f.or a reduced price,. take what th\e—;'—:ould get and go. .
AN HON. MEMBER: Shame.

MR. MCNEIL: Qut of this we saw one great programme come

forward. We have seen the Moores P.C. Resettlement Programme, and there

‘was resettlement, not within Newfoundland but outside ‘of Newfoundland,

outside of Canada altogether.
) Mr. Speakér, the Moores Goverﬁment should
not be very nroud oflwhat they have done to Western Newfoundland in
particular -and to the whole of Newfoundland. They have made the
people of this Province believe that that.mill was il1l-conceived - 1t
was i11-conceived, 1t was put there by a"é;éég; it could never
operate, it ‘could never make money. That is not true, Mr. Speakef.
Over the past years I have had the opportunity to browse through

many documents. And during the 1950s, the governmenf of that day were
looking for a place, a proper location to put that mi1l. And the
empha;is in that day was -in the Labrador area bhecause of it§ wood.

But at the end of the 1950s it was decided that it was not feasible
because you had a problem with a short shipping season, you had a
problem with the long growth cycle of its wood as compared to the

Island. And it was stated then if you put your whole operations in

Labrador, and if you want to look -just at the shipping area alone

you would have to build a warehouse- he it in Newfoundland, or be it
some place close fo your market- about one and a half miles long to
store six months of the product before it could he economically
feasible to market the product, ;and they said over a fifteen year
period you would have to rely on the llestern part of your Province
for its wood.

So at the end of the 1950s they decided it was ﬁot

feasible to put the who1g,tota1 mill operation in Labrador. But I do
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Mr. McNeil: believe, Mr, Speaker, that they could probably
® have put in the chip mill in Labrador, and they could supply maybe

the chip to all three mills, because you must remember that the
Labrador wood is :che best 'fibre of any type of wood to produce any
tybe of product. And what type df product‘were we producing in
® : the Stephenville mil1? We were producing vline_ﬂrboatd, a ‘t:}‘lmﬁ
product when you- look in terms of maybe newsprint ";c‘ecause'you can.
make .linerboard out-of pretty near anything. And when you talk to
other industries across fhe nation you will understand that they do nbt
' use their best fibre, their best wood, they use the.older stuff, théy
. v | even go as far as using a huge amount of Bark and rotten wood. And
. ’ this is why‘I mention to the hon. M'im'ster. of Forestry that possibly
a lot of this infested wood, to saw up the wood.that maybe the newsprint
L - o mills in this Pr0v1'm;.e could not use that the Linerboard mill c6u1d '
‘ . haQe biéked it up and maybe got one or two years more 1ife out of
it.
So, Mr. Speaker, I think that this government
[ ) , . made a g'rave mistake when they decided to close the mill down when
we already see the amount of money that they projected last yeaf to
keep 'it operating has been spent in a shutdown 'condi‘tion. Tell me,
where is the gain when you have the massive unemployment that we have‘
® in this Province? . There is no gain, Sir, there is no gain whatsoever,
‘ except more and more human misery. '
"And one fault that I see that sticks out foremost

in my mind with this government that it cares less about the ordinary

o individual.

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. MCNEIL: There is no human face to this government whatsoever.
@ .
[
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MR, MCYEIL: No, Sir, no human faece whatsoever.
They are not willing to take the chance themselves as a government.
They are not willing to push forwvard whern thev put 1t in nice
phfasesbin the Throne Spcech that' the peonle are our greatest
resource. Thev are not willing to put f;rward through example

the bellef that they have in this Province. And they expect

the ordinary individual, the man with a family, the man who is

just struggling, the backbone of our couﬁcry, to come forward

and govern this Provin;e. Mr. Speaker, this Precvince today has
come as far as it has not because of this government but in épite

of the Moores PC Government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: » Hear, hear!

.iR. MCNEIL: . Mr. Speaker, last year when the decision

was made, or when the budget was brought down and the decision was made
to close the Labrador linerboérd, our Premier at that time had

to deliver a very grave message to a certain area of our Province.
But what aid he do to deliver that message? How did he deliver

it? Mr. Speaker,'he got on the television, province-wide, and he
told the people of Mewfoundland that the Stephenville mill is too
costly to operate and that the other parts of the Province will
suffer some other soéial benefits because they are pumping money
into a losing prﬁposition. They did not tell the peozle the truth.
They told the péople that the mill was in cke wrong location, 1t
should have never went in Stephenville. Again misleading the

people of this Province.

MR. STMMONS: Shame!
.23: MCMEIL: ' And when you speak to people in

very high positions in this city and today they still say that
the m{ll was 1llsconceived and it should have never went into
Stephenville= it should have never went into Stephenvillé,
I shake oy head in amazement, I either say the man 1s quite

ignorant or he is a bigot.

Mr. Speaker, when you look back at the
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!R. MCNEIL: proposal to put the‘mill in Stephenville,
it was in the best location that could be found in Newfoundlénd;and
I am talking about the Island of Newfoundland and the'Labrador
section. It was the only location. But if you talk in terms ,
of the mill not being put in Newfoundland but being put down in
the Southern US States, close to the market area, well then it is
a different question because you are near the market, you‘are
near the cheaper wood.

But when you look at our market iq
Canada, the Caﬁadian market, its design, and in Newfoundland a mill
when it was designed, the market was Europe and Stepehvnille's

location is excellent.

AN HON. MEMBER: That 1s right..
MR. MCNEIL: Do you know that we are a thcusand miles

closer to Europe, to the European market than the city of New York?

- From a market location we are in a good location, if we are marketing

in Europe.

Just this week I had the opportunity
to talk to some newsprint.executives across Canada on the phone,
and 1 asked them the question, Where is the Canadian newsprint
market? Where 1s it in terms of the world? And they say,

Mostly in Europe.. The US are now taking care of themselves

and they will eventually absorb a greater-per cent of the

Canadian market. So if we are locking at the mill in terms of
the market, the location of the mill in Stephenville is a good
location. . It is an excellent location. And another advantage
that that mill has is that it is near, or it is on a port.

The port is ice free.

VP, LUSH: Ice free port.

MR. MCNEIL: "Ice free port and on the edge of the

port vou have a runway which is second to none in Canada,
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MR. MCNEIL: a large airport.

MR. H. COLLINS: Gander.

MR. MCNEIL: I am not saying anything about

Gander. Gander has a fantastic airport and it gives a
lovely service and if oﬁr community, our airport can
hélp the .area of Gander, Qe will. For example, we

are one of the designated alternates to Gander.

MR. HODDER: But no seaport..

MR. MCNEIL: ) But Gander does not have a
seaport, right! And when you are looking in terms éf
the paper market with a mill in that location,where you
have all in one little area within a half mile, less
than half a mile, within a quarter of a mile you have the
airport which is second.to none in Canada, you have a
seaport, you have a mill that is in the centre of a
forest - nobody can tell me that the mill is in the
wrong location because it is not near a wood supply.

A few roads can make quite a difference.

When the Minister of
Transportation and Commuhications puﬁs through the
industrial access road that should come right down from
the Trans-Canada Highway by-passing the Stephenville
Linerbaord mill - only nine miles distance as compared
to twenty-three, twenty-four going the St. George's
direction and the White's Road area - that will cut down
the distance greatly in road transportation. It would
open up the whole Southern part of our Province, the
Burgeo area, and the Central area where the wood must
come from.

So when you look at the area
from a transportation point of view, the Stephenville
location is. an ideal location but there is a little
bit of work that has to be done in the road area. -The
Minister of Forestry has commissioned a study into

transportation and I hope' that when that study is
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MR. MCNEIL: completed that they will,
again,agree with this road. It has been put forward
or proposed to this government for about ten years
but it has been pushed aside by this government
because they éay éhat if is not a priority with DREE.

.By the same token with that
same road, they have a'heavy equipment school
operating under thé Bay St. George chmunity'CQllege
that has started the road. It is no expense to ﬁhe
government because they have to provide money for
training. From Stephenville to Stephenville Crossing
they have completed and doné a good job - not
completed it in a first-class condition - they have
started the work but they cannot go any furtﬁer withouf
some blasting. - .

With that three mile section
of road the provincial.govefnmentvcould say to the
~ federal government, "Look, werbelieve in this road, .
we have completed this section and we are asking you
to complete the extra six miles that is needed.”
It would -be showing leadership through action not
through words.

But let me get back to the
site, the location of Stephenville itself. When the
American base closed. down the government of the day
decided that they had to do something for Stephenville
énd after ten or fifteen years, when they were looking
for a place to éut a ﬁili, they looked in Labrador
but ruled it out at the end of the 1950s. 1In the.

‘19605 they looked in Newfoundland for different sites

and they could never settle or agree on a site. ‘But
when the Americans closed out, ‘the Americaﬁ base
closed,the obvious site was opened up to them, and

in one of the feasibility reports - I do not remember the

name of the.report right now -~ it reads:"Our break-
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MR. MCNEIL: through came in our survey
for a logical site with the phase out of the Harmon Air
Force Base. It is the most logical choice." The site,
in looking in terms of using the Labrador wood, and I
think the concept of the third mill started with the
Labrador_wood,,it is the bestlwood that you can find and
we must find a way to’ use that wood and to add great
quality to our paper products that leéve this Island.

It is a shame to see this government not approaching the
two paper companies in this Island and asking them to top
off their inventories with a propér peréentage of this
wood in order to give their final productn; good - quality

so that it sells well on the market.
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MR.McNEIL: And, Mr. Speaker, tbe Linerboard mill when it was

producing produced a good product. It was excellent. They had a few snags
here and there but with an operation starting from zero and moving the
way it did you have to give it credit. And the local people, some of the
people had just come out of high school and got into the operation and at
the end of three and one half years when it closed down they were equal to
any other paper workers in Canada. Talking with the former exeéu:ive manager
of the Linerboard opétation, Mr. Jack Sweeney, he stated that he Qould place
any of his workers, the young workers that he had working at Linerboard, he
would place them against,any ofvhis former employees that he had working
with him,at another plant that had twelve and thirteen years experience.
Mr. Speaker, that must-say an awful lot for our Newfoundland young people.
The ability is there, the drive is there, the willinéness is tbere,vthe
technical knowledge is there if it is shown to them éhey can do it, if
the direction is there.

Mr. Speaker, if the Province or any company looking
to start up another mill or build another mill in Newfonndland during.that
period if you look back in history a little bit, they would have to virtually

build a new town.' In Stephenville at that time you had actually in a

sense people moving out, you had the Americans move out lock, stock an

barrel, closing the door. The floors were completely waxed , everything

" was left in a first class condition, everything was there waiting for them.

It was a gift to this-Province and the goverrment of the day had the
foresight to see that they had somethiﬂg to work with and if they would

nave moved fast enough and moved without getting involved in the political
arena as much as it didytoday we would see maybe the whole Bay St. Georée
area flourish to a great extent and probably be one of the driving areas

in thi; Province where there is some hope. The potential was there then
and it is still there today. The homes were there, the whole town was there,
the people were there,')fou had fige schools), ali the reasons to attract
good quality people and that is probably the reason why we did attract

good quality people. But this government fell down on its commitment,

they got weak-kneed. I do not blame the total government, I think the
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MR. McNEIL: decision was only in the hands of a few. And during

the Linerboard debate last year I was amazed at the lack of knowledge
of that operation by hon. ministers and by hon. members on the other

side. I could noﬁ believe it. All they could talk about was that the

‘mill was in the wrong location, that it was ill-conceived and that it was

the fault of the former adminis;ration. They did not have any vision for
the fgﬁure, they could not see that the mill was sick and it needed help.
If an hon. minister is sick, he goes to a @octor, he takes medicine and
hopefully he recovers. But with this operation:they had this {11ysion.
They decided that they would send the patient, Labrador Linerboard, they
would send that patient to the undertaker,and so they did. It went to

the undertaker. And as a resuli we afe seeing today and witnessing today

thousands and thousands of people in that community having their lives

thrown out of whack and having a disbelief in this Province. We are

still believing that they themselves were the causg,of the operation

failing. Mr. Speaker, that I think is the sin of this government. They

~themselves are demoralizing , this Moore's PC govermment is demoralizing

every Newfoundlander with its approach.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: _ Hear, hear!
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MR. MeNEIL: . Now I understand that they had
problems on the market place to raise the money. They
were talking I think it wés in the vicinity of - I am
just téking the figure off the top of my head -~ about

$38 million or more. They had to raise this money.

They said that their decision hinged around that amount

of mouey; But rather than say to the people who are
operating that plant, say to the people of Newfoundland,
'We have a problem herey we are not going to put any

more of the taxpayers' money into this operation; we
believé it can work; we might have to change the product
line; we might have to add on to the mill into a different
product and the mill was designed er additions - the mill
was originally designed to be larger than it is- it was
designed to take on newsprint.'=~ rather than go in that
direction and say, 'We have belief in this plént that it
can work and we need to raise this amount of money. We
are willing to open up shares in chié operation. We want
to keep this operation going regardless because we think
and we believe more so than anything else that it should
not close and that it can contribute a great deal to our
economy.' But no, Mr. Speaker, they did not move in that
direction. 7

. Mr. Speaker, maybe the decision -
to close was made by only'a few, but if 1t was made on}y
by a few, well then it must show what this government is
made of. It shows that they arevnot fit to govern. this
Province because it lies in the hands of a few hard time
members, hard time ministers, etc., etc., etc. - no
commitment not only to the Province but to themselves and

to their children. They have lost their viéion, and when you

lose vision you should get out. And I think the government
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MR. McNEIL: ’ last year when they had to

make 2 decision,'Athey did not have to maké the decision
to close it down. I think 1f it came to that point they
should have resigned. ‘ .

‘ Mr. Speéker, I think that our
own polls énd the C.B.C. polls that were done just recently
liave told us a story or two. I hope that the hon. gentlemen
on the other side have got the story very clearly. The
people on the West Coast are just waiting for the opportunity
to gi;,; this government a p-olitical holi'd'.ay). ;};ey want to get
them o;t of office. We have had enough of this Moores P.C.
Government, do-nothing government. They believe in
closure of the worst kind. Close her downi Shut her up!
Move them out! Throw .them out! h

Now, Mr. Spe;ker, in less than

a ye;r we have the Throne Speech and just in a short period -
the importance of time - this is whét I mean.by the importance
of having ﬁopé and driving forwafd, a belief in where you
are going. Just less than a year wé h;ve the Throne Speech
and I will quote: "My Government will continue its efforts
in 1978 to find a new buyer for Labradof Linerboard mill at
Stephenville. My Government is optimistic that a firm
arrangement can be made in 1978 and présent information
suggesting that the mill can be modified to produce bleach-

' Now, Mr. Speaker, remember it

craft, pulp or newsprint.'
is less than a year, and when the government set up its

Advisory Board to study all the
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aspects Of the mill, what alternatives did it

have at its disposal? This Advisory Board was set up by the government
for a political way out or an arnswer to their pfob]em? I am not

sure yet. I would believe that all they done was to set them up as

a political tool.

.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR; MCNEIL: They were a buffer zone. to keép the
people off their backs. . _

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!

MR. MCNEIL: They knew that that mill was going to close,
they were closing it. The decision was made, and they worked 1like
trojans, Mr. Speaker, they worked 1ike trojans to close it down. If

they had tried this effort in trying to make it work,today 1 would have:
no doubt it would still be running. And maybe t°42Y  because of some
factors which we could not control,with the decline of the Canadian dollar
we would have probably seen that the mi]]vwou1d have at Teast broke even,

and it was not expected to break even three years down the line.

Mr. Speaker, it was said the Advisory Board of that

date stated that the government had no alternative nur to close it down

the Advisory Board recommended closure-tthich is not true.

AN _HON. MEMBER: Not true.
MR. MCNEIL: The Advisory Board stated that it was not

feasible ‘to run the mill under its present form, under its present

conditions.
© AN_HON. MEMBER: Right.
MR. MCNEIL: ' The Advisory Board put forward suggestions how they.

could bring their fixed cost down, and with an expenditure into the
operation to improve the total operation, to put in , for example, some
machinery whereby they could take the secondary prnduct, like the
newsprint, the clippings that they had coming in= ! think it was John
Crosbie had entered into a contract to bringing these clinpings~ and
when he knew himself, he.knew or at least he should have known that the

mi1ll at that time sould only take a certain amount of these - ysed clippings
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Mr. McNeil: but he entered into a long term contract to take a
larger number than the mi1l could consume. Why? ~ Was he and

other members of this government determined to keep that operation

down?

AN HON. MEMBER: 7 Sure!

MR. MCNEIL: I cannot believe that, but the thought does cross
my mind. |

Mr. Speaker, just installing a piece of machinery
so that it could use tile bark of c-he wood could reduce its |
fde1 consumﬁtion by a great degree. But no,the government decided not
to do it. And it was recommended in study after study at the mill to

do these renovations within the mill, to bring its hjgh fixed cost down
the line. And then when we had our market in a very soft condition,
we bulltyn our wood inventory to a great degree whereby it strangled
the operation itself because you had no money to operate it. Why was
all of this done? Was it done so that it could get in the position
whereby it would be forced to close down, dand then the government would
Jjust give it away to some concern? Agafn, Mr. Speaker, I cannot
believe it because no government could be that callous to move in that
direction. Mo- government could be that stunned, naivevto mové in that

direction and not to be chastised by the people for it. No government

could do it} BUt still the Moores P.C. Government did it. . Why?
Hhv?

MR, S; NEARY They did not know x;rhere Stephenville was.

MR. MCNEIL: Maybe the hon. member is right, maybe they did

not know where Stephenville was, maybe they thought it was in a foreign.
country, over in Iran or some other nlace.
MR. NEARY: ﬁ-esli, their buddies know where it is now

and they are out buying up the real estate out there.

MR. MCNEIL: There is a 1ittle story like: that going around:
as .well.

AN HOM. MEMBER: . Right. ;I;heyA have the inside ;c;pe.

SOME_HON, MEMBER: -Oh, oh!

MR. MCNEIL: The hon. member just reminded me of something;
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¥R, W. McNEIL: His government was responsible

for closing down the mill and in return we got a gift. You
know what they gave us?AjaillEgck'them all up;he said.

'('Those we cannot drive out we will lock them up."

AN HON. MEMBER: Sometimes you are lucky. )
MR. W. McNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I hope the

hon. minister - and I will accompany the hon. minister if we

will try out one of the cells or rooﬁs,

MR. NEARY: ' They will be trying them out ‘soon enough.
MR. W. McNEIL: Mr. Speaker, when we tallk about

right now,the present time,it looks like the selling agent, which
is Woodstordon,whichzbaéfbeen employed an awfui long time with
this government to consult on the miIl, and siirely they must be
making an awful lot of-money off this government, I tried on °
different occasions to get the figure that this government has

spent on this firmyWoods Gordon,and it is not available. And

what I am told is that the figure is so large that it takes a while

to get it. And last year during that period when the mill

was going down,the Premier made a statement to the effect that
we are stepping up our sales effort to sell the mill. We are
stepping up our efforts,but we could not get a buyer in place
at that time. ‘

But now today because
the newsprint market is moving up, moving very ‘strongly
and I think it will remain, from the.information that I am
getting from the people in the paper industry,it will remain
'strong for maybe three or more years, that - the mill now
is viable to be converted to a newsprint mill, But only
less than a year ago it was not, and remember, your Advisory
Board suggested that it was not feasible because of the high

costs of renovating the operation and that the markets were

‘uncertain. But still in the U.S. today we know that there is -

new capacity coming on stream within the next three years of

well over a million tons in the 1.S. of newsprint, Now the
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MR. W. McNEIL: . question is will the. G.S. growth

eat up that increase in production. And if we convert TO news-—

print and destroy the‘linearboard line that e have dow,in

three years down the line when it is.converted,will we findv

ourselves in a similiar situation}to which we are now with ‘ =
the linearboard.l say, Sir, that this government should tread

very carefully and fhat when they get a buyer to take up that

operation it should be a reputable companf,if 1t is going to be

a private concernyit should be reputable and it should maintain

a couple of product lines. If .1t 18:going to go to newsprint

it can add on,it is better to add than to Aescroy everything

that is inside that ﬁlant now and tear out.the iinearboard

operation. It is better to keep your linearboard operation

and add on the newsprint line or bleached craft or whatever

the case may be. Because we do not kNow. Maybe in five vears

dovm the line linearboard will be very strong and we will get

a good return from it.

MR. NEARY: And then they will wish their day back.
MR. W. McNEIL: As a matter of fact,in the g g, thisg

past week liﬁéaésoard has hit a reeord high. It has/hit‘

a record high in thaf it is the strongest demand evef seen for-
linearboard this past week or two in ther U.S. Wow that has not

been translated yet in terms of a good price return on the

product but it is only a matter of Fime and it will. So we

are seeing an industry that is very .Eyclical Newsprint goes

up one day, next day it is down; linear?oard goes up one day,

the next day it is down. So if we are gegting that operation

goiqg again anﬁ we are putting it in the hands of private enterprise,
we should demand that they have a couple of d;fferent product

lines that when one is up usually the other one is down.

We should go back through the history of the products and try to T
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MR. McNEIL: i juggle it so that when paper

is ap, usually you got‘ your linearboard down or vice versa,
whatever line it -may be. So, Mr. Speaker, I t‘.ﬁnk that this
government has a commitment to that area and to the whole of
Western Newfoundland and to the Province to make sure when
that operation opens up again, and I firmly be:_lie;ve that it

will, that it will work. Pardon?

MR. DOODY: We are doing everything possible.-
MR. McNEIL: . I am not hearing you.
MR. DOODY: We are doing everything we can.

10189



June 13, 1978 Tape Yo. 4378 -

[

MR. MCNEIL: . I am pleased to hear the minister say
that they are doing everything possible. It is zbout time they
did everything possible, after all the hurt they have caused this
Province. It is about time they are waking up.

MR. S. NEARY: It i{s time they resigned. ' 2

MR, MCMEIL: The-best gift that the Moores PC

Government can do for the Province of Newfoundland is to resign,

call an election tomorrow.

‘SOME HON. MEMBERS: - Hear, hear!

DR. R. WINSOR: . Mr. Speaker, just to elucidafe a
point of order that was raised by the member for Burgeo -~

Bay d'Espoir and responded to by the member for Mount Pearl

(Mr. N. Windsor), I would like to put it on the public record,
these are minutes of the first Fublic Accounts meeting,
Novemﬁer 22, 1976, and item 9, "It was agreed that the Committee
could meet at the call of the Chairman in consultation with a
majority of the Commiﬁtee and forty-eight hours notice." Anq

I think, Mr. Speaker, that would clarify the point of order

that was made some time ago during my address.

MR. SPEAKER: . As hon. members are aware, it is not

a matter in which the Chair h#s any decision making requirement.
Is the House ready for the question on the sub-amendment. Those
in favour of che’sub—amendment, "Aye": contrary minded "Nay";
in my opinion the Nays have it.

The hon. member for Eagle River.
MR. NEARY: Eagle River, LOOK ye have a Speaker
to enforce the rules of the House, not the member for St. Johp's
Centre (Mr. Murphy).

SOME HON. MEMBER: Oh, oh! -

MR. NEARY: Why do you not go up and give him a

belt in the gob?
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MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, every time I get on

mv feet there seems to be dissemnsion in the ranks opposite.

MR. S. NEARY: No,boy. Carry on.

MR. STRACHAN: N T will.
— R
MR. MURPHY: Carry on all night. ' i

YR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, before I get into the

topic that I want to discuss here, I could not but help respond

to some comments made by .the member for St. John's South

(Dr. John Collins) this afternoon.

MR. MURPHY: s I.do not want any interruptions,

T will not get a chance'wtd spea;k.‘

MR. STRACHAN: If the member wants to sleep all

the time that is his business.
. I would like to respond to somg

questions or points raised by the member concerning the role

in the House and of members and our question of part-time

members, full-time members and the whole attitude because I

have been faced in the last year in Labrador with a great deal

of dissén;ion,and confrontation pesonally, as has the member

opposite, the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie). We face it

tremendously. The: Labrador has a great deal of intensity which

is not prevaleﬁt in ‘any other part of the Province, certainly not

on the Island part of the Province. There is not néarly the

same intensity of feeling, especially at the moment as there

is in Labrador. Not ihtensity I mean in a method only against

political people, but the whole intensity of questioning where

they are going, where thay are at, what is happening, what is going

to be done with the rasources, how the resources can be develofed,

representation, questioning the whole parliamentary process, questioning -

the attitudes of one vié the other, one part of Labrador via the

other gart of Labrador, &uescioning the Labrador ; Newfoundland

relationships, questioning the federal/provincial relationships

and I would like to respond clearly here that if we are going to -
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‘R. STRACHAN: keep the parliamentary process

functioning then wﬁat I think needs to happen is some very
basic and some very radical changes in the set ups within

this House and also within Labrador and Newfoundland, vis-a-vis
the relationships. .

I think if first of all I have

entered a system which is antiquated, ancient, Victorian,

it is not a modefn government by any means. The method of
assembly the whole process is built.on, it is an

honour to be here, honour relationship and I think that

this must change and I think it needs some radical changes,
blended at the same time with tradition. We canno£ obviously
wipe out much of our traditions. It is very important not:
to change for change séke'only, but also to change and still
carry with us the very being of what we are in the Province.
And I think that we must change if we are'going to become

a streamlined modern sophisticated government handling a

$1.2 billion budget for a year within a country called

Canada. I think that we have got to change this whole structure

here so that a lot of the serious questions are removed from a
partisan platform, and removed into very much the Committee

stage where we discuss these with all the experts
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MR. STRACHAN:

called in and discuss them in detail. The topic which I am géiqg to
discuss in a few minutes, which is close to my heart and I have done some
work on is the topic which should be discussed I feel not here although

I present it here but it should be discussed in a forum in whi;hVexpertise
can be called in and iﬁ which we sit down aﬁd try to blend something

together. ' T think that the forum that we have here does not help at

"all towards good government and we are the only ones, ourselves here who

arelgoing to take the Brunc of 1t. Many of us cannot afford to be
full-time member§ because the salaries are‘so low they are a pittance.

I do ﬂot care whether I am repo;ted by press or what it i{s but ghe salaries
are idiotic, absolutely idiotic in a modern country for people who are
suppose in running government. I know from my own sake that this is the
first year in nine years that I have been virtually broke. I know many
members on my side and colleagues on my side whose buginess have gone
bankrupt and who have had to leave their businesses in érder to try and
function in here. T do not like any attitudes from the St. John's
members who can afford to maintain their practices, who can turn around
and tell us that our travel allowances are far too great, who tell

us that our phone bills are far too great, who try to tell us that we
are better off than we were ten years ago. I am not interested in ten
years ago, I am interested in 1978 and I am far more interested in 1979
than I am in 1968 or 1958. I think that what we need to do is to change
this whole system to make us so that we are people on our own being paid
our full value, being allowed our full travel allowances to do the job

we are suppose to do and be given money so that we can have constituency

‘offices so that we can relate to our constituents not only just because

you are on the government side but also opposition of constituents. And
it must be evenly shared out and we must have this kind of relationship

if we are going to meet some meaningful people in this Province because

" what is occuring within Labrador is that our powers little as they are

in Oppositon but certainiy I can say the member for Naskaupies (lr. Goudie)
as well and possibly the minister from Menihek (Mr. Rousseau), our powers

are being wittled away and brought down . Ir some cases this is good
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MR. STRACHAN: and to the extent that it brings us into

a far more realistic position with people but they are being wittled

down to the stage that we become totally irrelevant, I feel in many

cases that étanding here, talking for the three or four months in

the House and discussing some problems that I am totally irrelevant

to many of my const;tuents, it does not make one row of beans whéther
I was here or whether I was bush hunting. or whether I was in caribou
hunting. I think this whole thing has got to change if we are going

to become meaningful people., Pay us double the salary if you have to

I do not care what it is but make it so that people can live a normal

life without having to maintain additional businesses so that we have
one foot - aéd I think this makes a very unhappy political mix, one
foot in politics and one foot in business. I also feel that if we did
that then we should ask peop;e to diverée themselves of active business
relationships. I do not mean diverse their businesses totally but to
diverse themsglves of active business relationships so that they can
spend full-time doing ‘their job becauée I think this is.a full-time

time if we are going to become a modern country.

AN HON,MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. STRACHAN: I am talking about putting the

salaries up because the only way to maintain myself as a member here
is to have a little business which my wife runs in order to try and keep
me and my family living while I am in here being a member. I have in

recent weeks as many members know received a considerable amount

. of flack for instance on the Labrador Coast from groups who feel

that T should be present there in the communities more often. I would
liké to state to the St. John's members who seem to have lost all
perspective of the Province that my district has two different timg
zones. One part of my district is on Newfoundland time and the other
par; of my district is on Laﬁrador time. My district is 800 mile; )
long, that is from Port aux Basques to St. John's and out to the edge

of the 200 mile limit and not two og the communities in my district have
a road link. The only way to travel the district is by bush plane and

to travel only the major communities - I missed four the last time I
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MR, STRACHAN: travelled, the major communities cost

me last time $4,600 . On an extra allowance of $4,000 a year to travel

the district, as a district allowance there is no way in the world
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Mr. Strachan: that I can travel. Yet the same time the
groups who have attacked us or questioned us for not visiting there
oftener, and I would love to visit oftener, if.I had the money,

the groups who attack us ‘are many-times groups who are getting
considerable aﬁbunt of funds, considerable amount of funds from
government.  Groups who have had $1.5 million in three years from
government, who are travel to Alaska, California, Paris, groups who.
were given just recently by the government opposite $30,000 to travel

the same Labrador Coast that I must travel for $4,000,on a DREE

proposal.

AN 'HON. MEMBER: That is right.

AN "HON. MEMBER: On a DREE proposal?

MR. STRACHAN: On a DREE proposal.they are given $30,000

to travel the coast and Goose Bay in order to discuss this with people,-
and they can quite rightTy talk to me that [ cannot consult my

constituents, I cannot. It is not because I do not have the willingness

not to consult my constituents, it is because I do not have the funds

in my frist year I put $7,000 of my own money in, I am not bleating
about it, I am not looking for pity, I put it in my.ownself, and I

cannot do it any more. But I believe in what we are doing sufficiently

that I am going to carry on fighting and carrying on pushing, but

[ think our antiquaked system in this House of dealing with members,

members' salaries, where we have to hide our head, be afraid of the

press up above who will report us because we got a 4 per cent increase

or a2 per cent increase is foolishness. We should realize that we
are a modern Province within Canada, and we should pay our members
appropriately, pay them well, if their fingers are in the cookie jar
thrown them out and fling them out immediately. Get them out of
business so they have no business interest whatsoever, that everything
is in trust or in some wéy so that they are not in active business
and that is the only way that this House will function as a House.
This is the only way that this Legislature will function and it is

the only way that I and others can do our job and try to maintain two
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Mr. Strachan: parts of this Province as a Province. Otherwise

what [ suggest will happen is that the frustration elsewhere and in

the North will becomé more and more intense. We cannot do our job.

Our jobs are undermined, We are seeing - I should say we are seen
ofttimes as hitch-hikers. It is amazing to me why civil servant§
unemployment insurance people cah charter helicopters up and down

the Labrador Coast, the Department of Fisheries have helicopters
chartered. up and down our Labrador Coasf, Hydro people because of

a crash three yéars ago will not fly Labrador Airways any more, will
not fly bush planes any more, they will only fly the best helicopters
there are up and down the Labrador Coast, and the member has got to

sit in a community for six days, stuck in one commun%ty hitching a

. hike or trying to get a 1ift onto the next community on a Hydro chopper

where they may take to drop a suitcase off.

What you are talking about is a total huge-
suffering of the powers or the ability of a:member to do his job
in a part of the Province which is questioning the very function of
government, and to me that is total and absolute nonsense, total
nonsense and it must change. [ think that the whole relationship
allows a travel allowance the samevas the civil servant, allowing me -
to submit'my claims, my receipts, and to examine them as much as you
wish, question me as much as you wish on the necessity of them, then
pay them. If there are extras in there which people feel -exactly
the same as a civil servant then we have to pay. But I feel that we

must be free from this tremendous economic-situation in which we

_cannot represent our districts in a way which we should. And I think

for member for St. John's to turn around and tell me that my phone

bill is too high or my travel allowance is very adequate has no preception
whatsoever of the size of this Province, the size of our districts, or
they have never travelled in a district and been stuck for eight or

nine days of have to hitch a 1ift on a mail plane or a chartered plane

or to sit in a harbour for four or five days in a bush plane each day

10197



June 13, 1978 : Tape 4380 (Night) PK - 3

Mr. Strachan: you are paying $400 that the plane is in the harbour. -
They have no conception whatsoever, and that is why I suggest that the
quicker the House of Assembly is sitting in Labrador so that the .
fellows when they start calling home and calling onto the Island will
start undersfanding that the greater part of this Province,vand, the
economic future of this Province is Labrador, and in the futﬁre the
economfc centre of gravity will change from here to there, and we

must look after Labrador now in times when times are poor, when they
economically depressed, and not only look after them when Labrador in
the future becomes. a very rich part, in which at that time they may

turn around and say, You are not my brother, you would not look after

me -
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MR. STRACHAN: at various times or various

periods when we asked for that help and now when we are on
the move I would hate for myself to turn around and say to

many members there that 'We just do not care any more about

you. ' ‘ .

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) Nain in
.Novemper.

MR. STRACHAN: Yes, I think Naiﬂ in November would

be lovely. I think Nain right now would be lovely. But
I think that if you are in Nain just now you might face
three weeks or four weeks of breakup in which you couid_not
get out, and I can assure you that I have_seen'people driven
up the wall,'teally‘driven up the wall because they have
never been in a situation where eVery day they get up at
7:00 A.M. and look cut the window and no 'plane arrives,
go back to bed and sleep all day, play cards all night and
wait until next morning. And this goes on day after day
after day, and their business slows down and their wives
worry about them, the family start going crazy, problems
start at home, you know, and then the next ching‘is they are
up the wéll. I think it would be good. I think the
Minister of Justice would appreciate it very much.

Let me get on to the other topic
that I wanted to discuss in the litt}e time left to me.

This is on a totally different thing on Labrador. I could

go on to. a district speech, but I want to talk about a

project which has been close to my heart for quite some
time and I did some work\on.

If economically we look at Labrador,
not from a social ppint_of view or a people point of view -
and I think in recent years there has been tremendous
emphasis on the social side of things, on the relationships,
and I think almost the pendulum has swung too much, that

it has swung away from development over to the people’s side
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MR. STRACHAN: a little too much and there must
be a balance - but looking at it purely from an economic

point of view - and I will tell you why people in Lébrador
are frustrated and do not feel that they are getting
anything out of this relationéﬂip Setween the Island and
Labrédor. If you look at Laérador West, the provincial

government does not have to put a penny into Labrador West

~to maintain it. There is no cost, as such, to the provincial

government in Labrador ﬁeSt, very little cost. If you look
at Churchill Falls on their old arrangement; there is v;ry
little cost to go in and maintain any structure in

Churchill Falls. Economically it is selffsuffiéient. If you
look at Happy Valley, Goose Bay, apart from Linerboara
operation, for years and years there was no money went into
it from the Province, it was maintained essentially by
Americans as American base with all the rich money put in
there by Americans at that time. If you look at the Northern
Labrador Coast, over the years from 1964 when the Pearson/

Smallwood agreement was signed, most of the money'came from

the federal government on a 90/10 relationship - 90 per cent

federal government money. That is why the llorthern Labrador
Coast compared to the Southern Labrador Coast is extremely
rich in the amount of money that has been put into it as
services -~ not rich in development; because I think the money
was put in and spent on the wrong projects, but it is rich,
and it cost the Province very, very li;tlé money.

The Southern Labrador Coast which is

the other half of my district has never had a penny for years

and I will give the due to some members opposite, there has

been money gone in in the last two years and there have been
changes made, and good chanées made. It is a very small
start, but it is there. . I think much more has to be done.
But over the years the Southern Labrador Coast teceiQed not -

a penny. So what you are talking about essentially, apart
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MR. STRACHAN: from the Straits area, is that the

whole of Labrador has little relationship from a provincial
point of view in drawing any monies out of the provincial .
Treasury, and in fact, Ottawa is of far more importance to
Labrador than St. John's is. And most Labrador people havé
dealt far mofe with civil servants and politicians from the
federal.govérnment than :ﬁey have with politicians and

civil servants from St. John's. I guarantee you, in the

last two years there have been twice as many federal ministers
in Labrador West and in Happy Valley - Goose Bay than there
have been provincial ministers - considerable amouﬁt. They.

are in there now today; they were in yesterday, another cne

was in last week - it is considered a flow-through. Whether

it is productive or not, I am not saying - whether it is

productive to that level. But certainly I know on the coast

that we see far more federal civil servanté who have
development money or who have projects than we ever see
provincial civil servants. So our relationship very much
is towards Ottawa and not towards the Province. The nétive
people, for instance, deal exclusively with Ottawa. It may
be a policy on their part to bypass St. John's and bypass

provincial government, but they deal exclusively through

Ottawa. z
MR. HICKMAN: Do they bypass. us?
MR. STRACHAN: Yes, I know, and I have told them

before. Two years ago I laid it out to them and I thought
their mechanism - their strategy - was total and absolute
nonsense and I will say it again that it is total and absolute
nonsense to try that mechanism because it cannot work. But,
however, it is a fact of life that most of the Labrador area
there deals with Ottawa, gets his money from Ottawa and really
very little money has been spent by the Province to maintain

the level of services in Labrador. So, as
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. . . MR. STPACHAN: a result we come to this kind

of frustration in Labrador that they do not feel that they get
anything back from the money they are putting ‘:Lnto the Treasury.
They are not getting anything back for the resources that they
o ' are producing and providing. And that is the current cry, the
very .popular motherhood cty of the rape of Labrador and many
many people and groups are on the bandwagon calling for it. And
it is understandable éc the moment that the bandwag}on is moving -
o _ and people are féel'ing this. I feel in some ways it is rather
a self‘pitying role because it is a hard knocking role of the
‘ provincial gevernment, rather than getting in there and saying,
"We are going to make something of it." But I think that will
o . come over- the next few years. .
However, I think that we must
understand them, that what we have to do in Labrador is to
look at the resources of Labrador and start developing the
@ ’ resources of Labrador within Labrador, that we have to stop
getting off on Labrador with the self-pitying cry that we are
being raped all the time, that St. John's is taking everything .
from us, because that is not correct, that everything is being
) milked out of us or drained ouﬁ of us. But:. I think we have to
’_ . ’ ‘sensibly cha.nge the whole platform of things and what I am
suggesting here is that I think obviously one bcannot do it here,
but 1€ could be and it could be a subject fér a Committee of
® this Houge to sttlxdy the utilization of the resources in Labrador,
to stop looking for instance at the exportation of power, of mineral
resources, but to start looking at the whole development policy as
put forward earlier on and the specific example that I have,.it is
® the utilization of the iron ore.
We are constantiy looking and examining

Gull Island with the idea of exporting Gull Island power, either exporting
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MR. STRACHAN: it on a short-term recallable basis

from Quebec, exporting it to Quebec and being able to recall it,
which is an additianal cost of transmission lines, which may in
the future become redundant or not necessary én recall, or we
are looking at a Gull Island in which our whole philosophy is ’ £
to bring the power across the Straits and onto the Island part A
of the Province.
To me when I read on June 1977 that
Japan had closed its last open hearth smelter and had gone totally
to electric smelting procéss, then I started to do some work and
looking in the whole application of converting iron ore in Labrador
West into steel and there are three or four basic ingredients
required. Basically what we need is iron ore obviously, which
we have, power, which we have, if we‘go the electric smelting route.
Power is fuel, hydro electric power is fueld. We need cnke
as a reduction process and we need slag or we need limestone, a flux,
what they call a flux -in the trade. But I look at it and we
start looking at the dynamics of it, we look at Japan, we find that
Japan has no iron ore. It brings all its from ore. Japan brings
in much of its coal for the coke process and Japan is opérating
its electric smelters and diesel powered generators. So obviously
then if Japan can do it obviously there must be some mechanics
where we have - first of all where we have iron ore in Labrador
West and where we have the second ingredient fuel through Gull Island
and Labrador, but if we can put the two together and add all'
we need to bring in then is coke and only a very small quantity of
it because if we go to this electric smelting prﬁcess what we are
talking about in eleétric smelting is using large forty inch graphite
elgctrodes which produce the carbon monoxide needed to reduce the -
iron into basic pig iron and from there on to steel.
So it makes great sense to me obviously, -

from a superficial point of view, in looking at the process that ome
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. MR. STRACHAN: can stop exporting iron ore

to feed Pitsburgh, to feed central Canada and we can stop ex-
porting electricity because exporting e.‘-_ectriéity is like sending-
cod fish out and around, all we' are doiné- is exporting joixs and
. there‘is‘no cevelopmental purpose to exporting electricity. Surely =

if we have electricity and iron ore and
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Mr. Strachan: all we need to bring in is an infinitely

smaller amount of coke than we ever ship out is iron ore then the

process becomes feasible at least from a resource point of view.

It obviously then.the who]é economics of it requires to be studied,

and I think that if we can manage to get out of thgir hands and out of B
the grip of the large companies, out of the large consortiums who play

us off continually between Bethlehem, Pittsburgh, and Hamilton who

are continually playing us off one against the other, who are continually

stockpiling iron ore and then deciding to force the unions to have

- strike the unions do not want, and then turn her around so the unions

make sure that unions are blamed for having the strike, if we can get
out of the grips of this kind of monopolistic situation where we become
free and develop within Labrador the resources of Labrador to the fullest

extent then I think we are starting to develop with this kind of proposal

" the Labrador that we want to see.

We can therefore move, I thfnk, on from iron
ore into basic pig iron, which is a very easy process, and from:pig iron
or sponge iron into basic steel. And, of course, along with that goes all
the ancillary industries surrounded by it, and we must therefore staft
Tooking at a whole mérketing arrangement to try to tap the European
markets not to sell iron ore to Eufope but to sell basic steel to
Eukope. I‘think any attempt to try to look for markets in Europe to
find an alternative through Sept Isles route or to Bethleham, Pittsburgh,
Hamilton route by sending iron ore to Europe I think must be decried.
To me that is not an alternative we are doing exactly thé same thing
of shipping out raw materials. We must Took at the whole economics
very carefully, get the people who are able the engineers, the cost
engineers, people to look at the whole arrangement because I do not
believe that it it not feasible. I think it can be done. It acquires -
imagination, it requires drive, and what I would like to suggest
another thing on top of it, that I think we should start instead of
self-crying and self-doubting ourselves that Newfoundlanders and

Labradorians instead of playing themselves down in the eyes of people from -
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MR. STRACHAN:

‘elsewhere, we should sfart looking possibly at this kind of developmental

N

steel mill, we should start looking at it from a consortium point of view
within this Province, then-we should start developing thé expertise and
the business people within this Pfovince not to be 10 per cent agents

of anybody else from other provinces, not 10 per centers but to develop
themselves, their own resources and become equal partners in the marketplace
of the world. And I think that can be done with imagination and it

can be done with drive, I think, in many cases like that, in these

kind of situations. It is immaterial to me whether it is Crosbie money.
It is immaterial to me whoevers money it is. It is immaterial. I

would rather.see it being people from this Province forming that kind

of consortium, to form even a small steel mill initially and to look

dbwn the road to expansion rather than to have some company from
Bethiehem or Hamilton or Pittsburg or somebody else who is going to

play us off in a different international marketplace coming in and

taking over. And I think in that kind of issue we have got to look

at something in which we stop eating our young and we start developing

with enough confidence, ehough courage to drive the thing through
and stop being fhis, what I call, 10 per centers, about all we are
considered as being, as being ageﬁts and taking a little pft of
the cream, a 10 per cent which I am afraid is going to happen in

the 0i1 and gas industry where a lot of people in this Province

“are looking to become agents of engineering and oil companies from

other parts of the world and representing them here just as mere

" brokers so that they can cream off a few hundied thousand or a few

million off the work that other people do. But all they are needed
fpr here is the birthright. The fact that they are a Newfoundland
company. théy can use you as a front in order to be able to move in.

I think that that kind of philosophy must
stop. You must start looking at it in a far more aggressive way and
start building that kind of road with: imagination and drive. I think
that has to be done as quickly as possible. I am suggesting here that N

the steel mill would be an excellent example of resources there and only
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MR.. STRACHAN:

® ' _ in that way can we get free of international companies, international
unions which have got no concern whatscever for the economics and the
social Tife and the traditions of this Province, who are prepared to
useé us as a pawn, who are prepared to play us the way they want to,

® who are
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MR. STRACHAN: prepared for instance and I see to his
case to have their holdings in Seven Islands, and it is well
known their holdings are in Seven Islands and here they are -~
and now yéu will see in Labrador City - chiefs in Labrador City -
with all their properties and'evérything in Seven Islands and
they funnel everything towards SeveniIslands. So, it makes no
difference how many bodies of inquiry we wish to have, you
still cannot stop that kind of attitude because they are fgr
too powerful - in far too powerful a position. And I thi;k
what we got to look at 1is look at that kind of development -
involve the companies: if they want to play ball with us and
get involved in that kind of development, fine: if not, let us
start looking at possibly Julienne Lake deposit, but let us

try to tie the resources of Labrador together, so that what we
put out 1s the top grade product, the finest product, finished
as far as>we can at that particular time; - and if we want to
get into rolling mills, if we want to get into ancillary
industries later on down the road, let it be so. But at least
make a start initially to try to tie the power of Labrador
through electricity with the resources of Labrador and possibly
we can get into a whole other group of things down the road

of considering copper - we can consider other minerals and
other mineral developments, but do it in a planned way with

a good cost accounting so that we can develop Labrador which
will become a very, very rich part of this Province. I think
only in that kind of way can we develop this whole - this
?roVince. and I think then you will see the whole economic
centre of gravity moved from St. John's - moved from the Island
and moved to Labrador: and let me say that I_think that when
that occurs we, and all of us as Newfoundlanders and Latradorians,
should be prepared by doing it together that that is the way

we will unite this Province: because if we do ﬂoc, then what
will happen is that it makes no difference whether Quebec has

territorially been given Labrador or taken Labrador - it makes
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MR. STRACHAN: no difference whether the line for the
border is on the map - if economically they own Labrador, which

i{s what they are trying to do, then it will make no difference
whether it is the Province of .Newfoundland and Labrador. It is
immaterial. The benefits will not come this way; it will not
come to ché island part of the Province. It will all flow west,
and I have deep consideration that we must sﬂart that kind of
route ;ow because, 1if we do not, in the future the oil and gas
may follow the hydro and the irom ore which is all going that
way, and everything will flow to the province of Quebec, and
Quebec will gain everything and all we will be left with are the
meathead jobs - the jobs of hauling the stuff out ana hauling it
to the border, and Quebec will get all the developmental jobs
and we will get nothing. I think if that occurs then Labrador,
whether it wants to or not, willvbecome part of Quebec, if not
in theory certainly in economic terms because the flow will

be from Labrador out as far as resources are concerned and
Quebec in as far as services are concerned. I think that
situation has got to be stopped and can only be stopped, not

by rattling sabers at the moment, not .by shouting words at
Quebec at the momenﬁ, it can only be stopped'by de&eloping
policies like this, having a look at thém, take ‘the boldness

ig our hands ahd drive. I think that should be done, and I
would suggest to the Housé that this on the sthnding orders,

I believe, we have a comnittee - I think 84G, is it? I think

we have a committee for instance hefe - resource committee -

84G - 84C, sorry, of the standing orders - 'a resource

committee to consist of not more than 17 members and not less

than 9 members'. I would suggest that what I am arguing here

tonight should be taken out of this political forum - taken

‘out of the partisan political situation - and should be put to

a committee of not more than 17 members, which gives a good
cross-section of the House of Assembly, and not less than 9
members who can then call in people, whether they be business
people. whether they be engineers, experts, people frém outside

the Province to sit down and come up with a plan which is a
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MR. STRACHAN; bold plan of developing - such as I am
talking about here - developing a steel mill in Labrador instead
of exporting everything out of it., .That can be done very
easily. It can be done inlthe next. five minutes if the Minister
of Justice wants to do it, and I do not think that we should

stand on our political cdignities here and say that if a suggestion

cones from one side or the other side I do not care who wants

to move it. I do not care if it is the member from St. Joﬁn's
Centre (Mr. A. Murphy) who does not know much about Labrador

at all who waﬁts to move it. If he wants to move it, lét him
move it. But I suggest that we move it and make the committee
work - put it together and I do not think ;hat the government
should be loéking as though this is something that has been
taken out of the hands of us in the House of Assembly and out
of the Liberals' hands and placed only in the P.C. party's
hands or the P.C. adminiétration's hands - I think it 1s
something that is greater than that - bigger than- -that. I know
for instance  1in Labrador that the member for Menihek

(Mr. J. Rosseau) and the membér for Naskaupi (Mr. J. Goudie)
and myself can get on very, very well. We probably are the
friendliest outside of this House, because we_rélate in- a
different way because we realize that the problens we'facc in
the North are far more intense and far greater than thg
partisan politics which we have to play and do play, and I

am not ashamed of that - we have to play them within this
House. So, Qhat I am suggesting is that this resource committee
be set up with a specific task in mind - given direction -

told that it is a very simple object to start off with
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MR. STRACHAN: never mind giving it all grandiose

things to look into - it is to look into the.application of a

steel mill for Labrador to utilize Labrador iron ore - Labrador

hydro resources;and Ehen we can start looking at the economics

of roads or railroads; then we can start looking at the =
economicé of Port Labrador; then we can start looking at the

economics of bringing in the M.V. Arctic which has just come

off the Welland décks - it is the first heavy ice-breaker and

I mean heavy ice-breaker - this is a totally different idea from

any other in Canada - it is bigger than the MacDonald and i;

utilizes an entirely different system of - not reinforced -

but a heavy ice-breaker with an air-bubble system which is to

be used to go to the Strathscona Sound in the Horthwest

Tgrricaries, ¥ight in the far Worth, and them to the north

of Baffin Island for at least nine months of the year; and if

they can go into nine months of the year into the north of

Baffin Island and in through the Strathscona Sound, then surely

they can come in through the Labrador for nine months of the

year. ‘And we can utilize that, therefore, we could tie this

whole thing together and then we are starting to talk some kind

of sense as far as a developmental policy is concerned. I

would like to recommend or suggest this to members - I do not

know what will come of it =~ but I woﬁld like to suggest it

because I be;ievé it is a good idea - it has a lot of feasibility -

a lot of application. I have studied a fair bit of it and

éollected a great deal of material on the application of the

electric smelting process to the iron ore specifically found

in Labrador. There are some small problems: they are very, very

small problems dealing with the cobalt and manganese levels of -
the iron ore. These are extremely small problems,l have baer
told,and they are present in almost all cases of impurities
which can be removed Qery easily in a form of slag. I think

the prdceés has merit and I think could be an extremely good -
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MR. STRACHAN: developmental project and would start
looking ahead there for -~ instead of using Gull Island power -
ins:ead of scouring the world for a market for Gull Island power
which we must distribute through Quebec or through the Anglo
Saxon route, then we can keep that power within Labrador, within
this Province, and develop the resources of this Province. I
think that tﬁe idea deserves merit and let us not all say that
the Opposition when they stand all the time are full of negativity
because I do not believe that.

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Minister of Justice.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, if I am able to have a

few words, my hon. colleague, the member for St. Johﬁ's Hest
(Dr. H. Kitchen) was going to speak but he is not here now.
Firstly, may I say to the hon. member for LEagle River that his
address has been one of the better speeches we have heard during
this session of the House of Assembly and I may say that the
matters he raised I am suré commend themselves to the-interest
and affection of all members on Both sides of the House. One
éhing - the hon. gentleman gives me far more power than I have,
but in any event it will not go unnoticed.  One thing I would
like to mention before we close this debate 1is that no matter
our differences may be, and no matter how justifiable our
concerns are, and they are justified in many areas, let us

never lose sight of ché fact that no matter what manoeuvring

or manipulations go on by the province of Quebec. that we do
;njoy something that no other two provinces enjoy, because we
are‘the only two provinces whose border has been fixed and
delineated beyond all reasonable doubt. Not only was it a
~decision of the judicial committee of the Privy Council but

also in the terms of union it was again spelled out véry
Qéfinitely indeed. Now, Mr. Speaker, in the very few minutes

at my disposal may I raise one other issue'thatvl believe should
be mentioned during this debate and I believe hon. members

will agree that the last three or four days in particular

we have seen strong debate in this House - sensible debate

in this House and debate that has been moving toward some of
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MR. HICKMAN: / the issues facing this Province. One
issue that we have not raised and an issue that I bglieve has
tremendous significance on this Province and I am sure is
troubling every hon. member of this House, and that is Canada's

* future as a nation. Yesterday in Parliament the Prime Minister

tabled, and I believe this is the tenth attempt since 1927 -

10213



June 13, 1978 Tape 4386 GH-1

MR. HICKMAN: ' by prime ninisters to try-and find a
solution for the patriation of the constitution and for the
amending of the British North America Act. To date, successive
Canadian governments and provincial governments have been
woefully unsuccessful. They are no closer td resolution of

this problem than they were when it was first raised in ‘the

mid twenties. The ;losesc time this nation ever came to finding
a solution to the problem was with the Fulton-Favreau formula
which should have been adopted but regrettably was not. HNow,
Mr. Speaker, it 1is a straﬁge thing that happens - I hate to
admit this, but I believe that I have attended more constitutional
conferences certainly than' any Attormey General in Canada and
probably any minister, and I have sat around the table -

I will give an example - last year, Mr. Speaker, in Edmonton

ten attorneys general had reached conclusions and satisfactory
conclusiqns because the issues were not that difficult to

overcome. One can understand why a Trench-speaking Canadian

in Quebec is very jealous of his or her language. One can

understand their being so jealous and concerned when we Trealize
that they are surrounded in North America by'andther language -
everv time they turn on their geleviéion, every time they read
the media; and this causes them concern and so it should. But’
they can be accommodated within the framework and spirit of
this comstitution. Now, Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister will
be meeting with the Provincesvagain soon, and the question we
have to ask ourselves is whether or not,in the light of the
referendum that will take place in Quebec within the next
eighteen months, this occasion will be the last clear chance

of Canada's eleven first ministers ﬁo resolve the various
issues that must be put to bed if we are going to have a‘

constitution that is acceptable to the two founding races.
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MR. HICKMAN:. And I suggest, Hr. Speaker, that it is
the last clear chance. I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that we should
not fool ourselves into believing that the hon. Rene Levesque
became prime ministef of Quebec simply because the people in
Quebéc felt it was time to get rid of the Bourassa government.
That'would be naive: it would be silly; and it would be totally
unrealistic; and even if there is some merit in that theory,
let us not overlook the position that the prime nminister of
Quebec is taking now with the mandate that he received in that
election. He is suggesting - I am not sure with justification,.
but that does not make much difference (he is the government
and he has got a very vast majority in that assembly) - that
the Quebec government, the Quebec people by electing his party
to power in Qerec have said you can use public funds, government
money, government propoganda for the purpbse of promoting
separatism ~ of promoting Québec as a éeparace state of winningp
the referendum. I do not think he will win 1it. I do not think
realistically that hé will win it 4in the sense of getting

51%Z of the voting population of Quebec to say definitfvely that
they wish to leave this nation. I do not believe for a minute
he will receive it, bLut if there is anyone in this House or

in this country who believeés that a éoz'voce in favour of
separatism in Quebec 1is not a victory for Rene Levesque, he

or she is crazy. If anyone believes that a vote of 20% of
vdedicated separatists in Quebec to leave will not cause trouble
in the future, we are just not looking at what is happening

ia other councriesvwhere even smaller, much smaller minorities
managz to disrupt the whole fabric, the pblitical fabric of

a nation. iow, ir. Speaker, there are two questions that we
" as 1egislators in this Province must ask ourselves. Numter one,
would it be prudent for the g&vernmenc and legislature of tﬁis
Province -at this time 'to start looking at alternate plans

in the event, in the unlikely event, that that should happen.
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MR. HICKMAN: I believe that by paying too much

attention to that alternative at this time we would be giving

.too much credence, too much credibility to that insidious,

very carefully planned campaign that is going in our sister

province of Quebec.
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MR. HICKMAN: The second thing we have to look at,

Mr. Speaker, is whether,when the first ministers meet this fall

and probably when the ten premiers meet in August somewhere in
the West, or not we éhould_be prepared to dolsome accommodating,
and I think we are going to have to do some accommodating.

I think we are going to have to firstly convince Ehe'government
in Ottawa, and I am not just talking about the government - "
the embers of Parliament in Ottawa - that while I hope no one
in Canada and certainly in the far eastern provinces would

want to see a weak centralist government, that one of the reasSons
why the band of unity is being strecched,.I'believe, a great -
deal in Canada right now is because many policy makers who

are not elected to office in this nation have éaken onto them-
selves certain powers and certain prétogatives that ate not
within the true spirit of confederati;A. And they are managing
to alienate, not just the people of Quebec - you would not

have to be too much of a demagogue in Atlantic Canada to get

a half-decent separatist movement going down here, and certainly
when you look at western Canada the big fear is that.that may

be héppeﬁing out there right now. I believe that it is
happening out there right now because the federal government,
and please do not interpret what I am.saying in a »solitically
partisan nature at all because preceding governments enunciated
the same views, in theilr anxiety to take all of the powers

arc not prepared to Qhare with the provinces even a consultative
process when it comes to the development of our resources. We
should not be working ﬁoday on the preparation of a case

stated to go to the Supreme Court of Canada on offshore mineral
rights. We should not have t& do that, but I am sure unless
there is a2 major change of attitude and a major change of

policy in the nation’'s capital that we will have no altermnative
but to go ahead with our very well-prepared case.

MR. NTARY: You mean you have not started it yet?

10217



June 13, 1978 . Tape 4387 cH-2
MR. HICXMAN: We have the preparation completed
but the case stated for the -~ the case stated, Mr. Speaker,

is something quite different. That {is when the two parties
start to work out whét goes in the reference to the Sﬁpreme
Court of Canada, and -that is what is being worked on right.no;.
That has nothing to éo with disclosing to the other side the
nature of our argument or our case, but we should not have to
do that. 11 ve are saying to the government of Canada “Wwill
you please understand.that'when you are developing offshore,

if we find minerals offshore, 1f we find oil offshore.that is
golng to be dgveloped and can be developed, we have some say in
it because we are closer to the environmental problems, to the
social ptoblems.than you are - this will not weaken your
government'. This will not weaken one iota the status and

the stature of the government of Canada. This will not
diminish your income from corporate taxes, but we ask you
consult with us - you do not have to change the constitution
for that-an exchange of letters between two governments is
sufficient. Do that and we will not have to face action in

the Supreme Court of Canada which I am sure .we are going to

face. And I say, Mr. Speaker, if I could -

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) - unemployment.

MR. HICKMAN: The unemployment? I would shudder to
think of what unemployment would be in this Province if we
suddenly found ourselves as a nation or a state called 'Atlantica’
cut ofZ frem Upper Canada and cut off froé the West. So,

Mr. Speaker, I can think of nothing more relevant in the long

haul to tﬁe future of this Province than ensuring and guaranteeing
that,when we as a Province negbtiaﬁe;we négotiate from a

position of strength. But, Mr. Speaker, I do not believe

that some of the proposals in this docuwment which was received

today entitled "A Time for Action' is
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VR, HICMAN: really, getting to the guts. of the problem

that is facing Zanada richt now as a nation.

‘TLOEATY . You are dragging a red hevring into it now.
It is not Ottawa's proﬁlem; it is‘é Provinciél probiem. No not attack
Ottawa.

MR, HICIMAN: . There is no attack on Ottawa. T would

hope, Nr.Speaker,.thét there is no Newfoundlander living today who would
believe that showing some concern for constitwtional changes in this Canada
or who is prepared to see to it .that the Government of this Province is
prepared to make a commitment towards heeping this nation together, I
would'hope that there is no one half-witted enéugh to hellava that this is
a.red herring. T would hopé not, tecause 1f there is then. this constitution

is in danger and this nation is in danger.

Thank vou very nuch, >r. Speaker.

MEIPERS:  Uear, hear!

1. SPEAKER: Is the House ready for the question on the
amendment? Thos in favour of the amenresnt, 'ave', contrary minded, 'nay’'.
In &y opinion the 'nays' have it. .

Is the House ready for the gquestion on the

nain motion? Thos is favour, 'aye', contrary minded, 'may'. In my
opinion the 'ayes' have it.
HICTAN: “r. Speaker, I move that the remalning Orders

of the Day do stand deferred and this ‘louse on its rising do adjourn until
tomorrow, “ednesday, at 3:07 o'clock and that this House Jdo now adjourn..
On motion, the louse at its rising adiourned

until tomorrow, Tednesday, June 14, 1572 at 3:27 T.M.
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