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The House met at 2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair • 

MR •. SPEAKER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. HICKMAN : 

000 

Order, please! 

The hon. the Minister of Justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

direct the House's attention to .the fact that yesterday· 

a very distinguished Newfoundland public servant in the · 

person of Mr. Malcolm Mercer died. 

He , served for many; .many 

years with the Conunission of Government in the Department 

of Customs, subsequently joined Canada Customs in 

Newfoundland and then was promoted in. his latter years to 

a very senior position outside.the Province • 

The late Mr. Mercer was a 

native of Upper Island Cove. Hon. gentlemen will recall 

that his son, Mr. Keith Mercer, served for several years 

as Law Clerk of this· House and presently is Assi·stant 

Deputy Minister of Justice. 

I am sure hon. gentlemen 

would wish to join with me in extending our· condolences· to 

the widow and family of the late Malcolm Mercer. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY.: Mr. Speaker, we on this side of 

the House join with the Government House Leader and· the 

members on the government side in extending-our deep 

sympathy and sincere condolences to the family of the late 

Malcolm Mercer, especially the_ gentleman who sa·t in this 

House with us for a short while. I believe he is now 

Assistant Deputy'Minister in the minister•s·department, 

the Minister of Justice. 

We would also, Sir, like to 

extend our deepest sympathy to the ·family of the late 

Mr. Mercer; 
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MR. SPEAKER: 

and Agriculture. 

MR. MAYNARD: 

STATEMENTS' BY MINISTERS 

The han. Minister of Forestry 

Mr. Speaker, I am very 

pleased to be able to announce today in conjunction with 

the Honourable Marcel Lessard, Federal Minister of 

Regional .Economic Expansion, a one ·year extension to the 

Canada/Newfoundland. Subsidiary Agreement of Forestry; an 

extension until March: 31, 1979. This extension to the 

original five-year agr.eement will permit the expenditure 

of approximately $8.4 million in this fiscal year under 

the joint agreement. This amount represents the balance 

of $54.9 million that was agreed to be spent by both 

governments on the development of the ·Province •·s forest 

resources. 

All programmes under the 

agreement,with the exception of the land acquisition 

project, are cost-shared 90 per cent by the federal 

government .and 10 per cent by the provincial government. 

The land acquisition programme involved the purchase of 

some 500,000 acres of underutilized freehold land 

and was cost-shared S0/50 by. the federal government and 

the Pr.ovince •. 

The remaining.funds which 

have been allocated by the Federal/Provincial Management 

Committee of the Forest Subsidiary Agreement will cover 

expenditures·in the following programmes: 

Forest Management $90,0001 Harvesting 

and utilization techniques $449,0001 Access roads $3,052,0001 

Forest inventory $831,0001- Forest protection $550;000; 

Forest improvement $1,505,.0001 Administration $1.9 million 

for a total of $8,431,000. 

In. forest management the· bulk of expt:mdi ture 

will be on the area of Management Plans and Survey's where 

temporary personnel will be hired to carry out timber 

cruises in order to' better define the timber volume to be 
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MR. MAYNARD:- cut in order to maximize 

utilization. In addition regeneration surveys will be 

carried out. 

In the area of Wood 

Harvesting and Utilization; the. programme of trials for 

removal of timber from sttep slopes using cable logging 

technology will continue. The objective of the programme 

is to adapt this logging technology in Newfoundland 

conditions • 
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There ~1ill be t~-10 machines used 

~;hiC:, are described in the s t;ttement. 

Cre1~s to u!?e the machines ~dll be 

trair.ed in ~!ay·-or have been trained in 'f~y. O!)eratior.~ are 

expected to start this month and a forestry engineer has been 

assigned to each machine. 

r.~e ~rogr~e of integrated 

lop,ging •·rill be continued this year. The objective of t!tis 

rrogra~e is to more fully utilize the forest resource by 

ensuring that the l::.rger trees are used for sat-1logs :md smaller 

for I'ulpwood production. ·This programme Pill increase the 

level of forpst utilization and the availab:tli ty of sa1-rlo~s to the 

sa1·11!1illin~ industry but at the same time ensurint' the continued 

econ~mic sunply of pulpwood to the pul? and paper indust~:. 

Studies are also ~lanued to dcte~ine 

t~1c o~ti:nur. size for Sa\-Jlllills in the Provi~ce, .ns ~-:ell as to exarilin3 

:aar!·:.e ting problens and potentials for the sal£illers. Studies on 

improving .th·~ sa¥;r..ill desi,;ns to suit t~·~ local conditions ·.~ill 

also be continued. 

wh.ic~1 -~s coucerr~.ed with t~e utilization of t~e er~.t:.:-e tree 

above t:~e stur.-.p, •;ill be ce.rried out to establis;-, ti:c costs anc 

productivity levels and to dete~i::e t~U! use of chips ~rcduc~d 

·~y t~~is method. 

Th.e trials cluring l9i2.-7? ~-,:..ll te 

co:tductzci cr .. co~verti:1g the llarciHooL ·i::\tn chips t:::1i.c!: \·.:-t:l ~c 

uszd to ~roduce enerr,y to replace inported oil for staa" 

,;e:1erntion i~to pulp and ;:>apcr indust=y. -::-.e sar,::'! cc:-.ce;:: t 

ca..~ be! e~::e:lC.ed for usi11r; the :1ard-:•iOod ar.d 3o.ft".vooU ::hole tree 

chips as ra~-7 material for t~1e r::a:1ufwcture of pulp and pe.per. 

~::ill co:1t:.!:ue i:1 orCcr ~o provide access i:1to ti~ber resourc~s 
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as Hell as providing access i::~to some 

• of ~:1e currently remote ti~.ber stands in localiti<!S renoved fro':!'. 

areas in need of salvage but 1.;hich require access to ti:l:bcr. 

T:1is year's ~10rk t·iill cons is:: 

of ::1e oocpletion of 32 projects started previously, tl;e 

• co=enoenent and completion cf 13 new ro:?.d proj ccts as ~{ell 

as a major effort to upgrade or replace appro:cir..ately t•,uonty 

bridges to bring them up to hea"'' industrial or commercial 

traffic standards. Most of t!1e ne~.; road projects Hill be 

• in the Clarenville, Lewisporte, Ba,ie Verte, !iort!'lern Peni;:;sula· areas 

of :::1e Province. These ne~" projects 1-1ill total sotte 28 niles 

of road construction. 

Under forest inventory, the funding 

• ,.:ill p.ermit the continuation of t:1e l:<.nagement Inventory progra=e. 

Nine thousand line· ldlometers of colour aerial photography 

of \-/estern ;md Central :lewfoundland '"ill be acquired during 1978 

for. tc1e appraisal of timber stands. In addition, 3, 000 line 

• 'kilometers of special ir.frared photo3rapl:y· '·!ill ::e flmm for assessing 

bucborm killed timber. During the commi::~g Su!llr.\cr field surveys 

'"ill be carried out in Central l'e;,;fcunciland to collect field date>. 

and to assist i:1 the preparing of forest type maps. In collaboration 

•e ;;i th the pulp and paper indus t:::y, a start ':·Till le. made on the 

establishment of a· net~·JOrk of per!:!anen~ sa;;1ple plot!" to ::1onitor 

:.r.:e gro":vth on a Provir:.ce-':·,.:.C::e basi:;. 

In Forest Protection, funds h:we been 

• rrovided to complei:e thP. purchase of t;le Province's seven::h toater-

i;onbcr. ProVi3ion ls also made to cocplete the installation of the 

islar:d-•Tide iTHF radio telephone systea for forest fire protec<::.n:-1 

ar-.d su!'pression. This t~ill give ad~quate comnur:.icc>.t:!.o:1 to ::11 

• productive forest areas. 

I:1 Lrtbrador, the pro~rar:rrne t.:ill r'rovitie 

a;:-, airc::-aft for :>.erial sun•eilla•1ce for f:lrest fire c:\etectio;::. ···hicil 

~-:ill t;i~;e adequate ~rotecti~r:. ':o that, ~art of t~1e Province . 

• 
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In addition to effo~ts i~ 

Forest Protection, bere t·rill be significant effort made 

toParcs :~e !'rot,le:n created by major insect anc! disease 

pes:s of the forest. I::1 particular, funds ;-rill be available 

to enable the Province to keep constant liaison ;;ith the 

Canadian Forestr; Service and the forest industry to monitor 

outbr'eak:;, ;\Ssess tree conditions and damage. This !~formation 

•.d_ll then be used to develop laree scale salvage programmes 

?nc! ?lans f~r major control strategies • 

In the area of forest improvement, 

se,reral activi:ies lnll be undertaken and th<>se incl:Ide.: Reforestation, 

Pre-commercial Thinning, Site 'Rt~clamation, Christmas T!"ee nemonstration 

Trials and Control Burnin~ • 

$575,000 has been allocated to the 

Reforestation ~rog!'a::une .1.r.. ·~ i ·3-! 79. !:>urin;:; this period~ =..evelopment 

of tc-:e ,.:ooddale cbrsery ''ill be largely completed and 3.dditional 

land areas "Will be cleara.i for grmdr,g se:ec!li:-.gs. · t.t p;:eser.t, 

~:1er~ are approximai.:ely 10 w.illi.on tr·ee s.:e~:l:L.i1~s ;;:.t ~·iocC.:iale: 

t>~i t~1 3 !rillio;J. scheduled for outplanting ~uring the 193: :ie:ld 

sea:::on. The :!aunt ?earl Green::ouse :-;ursery is scheduled to­

produce, approximately 250, :JOO c:mtai~e!" tr.:e s2edlings tl1is 

yea;:, 
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MR. MAYNARD: while a smaller size 

greenhouse nursery will be completed at Goose Bay. In 

addition, two pieces of scarification equipment will be 

tested at various. locations· throughout the Province. 

The precommercial thinning 

programme that began in 197l.will be continued and 

expanded in 1978. This programme is aimed at reducing 

the number of trees per hectare so as to increase the 

growth rate·on the remaining better quality trees. 

Approximately 3,200 hectares will be treated in this 

manner and the total cost of the programme is $600,000. 

The Site Reclamation 

programme was designed to bring back into ·production those 

areas currently occupied by undesirable or non-merchantable 

trees will be continued. Approximately 243 hectares will 

be made ready for planting ·in 1978-79 for a total cost 

of $300,000. 

A project to demonstrate the 

feasibility of producing good quality Christmas trees from 

young balsam fir stands will be concluded this year. In 

addition, trials will be conducted to assess the 

practicality of using Controlled Burning to reduce the 

slash content on cutovers to facilitate planting. The total 

cost of these projects is $8,500. 

Both of us, the hon. Mr. 

Lessard and myself,were very pleased. to be·able to 

announce the extension· to this ag.reement and· I would say; 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion,. that we are already into very 

active negotiations for a second five-year forestry 

agreement which hopefully will be able to conclude by the 

time that this extension runs out in 1979. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Buchans·. 

MR. FLIGHT: 

The hon. the member for Windsor -

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaking on behalf of Her Majesty.' s Opposition, we on this 

side. certainly welcome the statement made by the minister. 
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MR. FLIGHT: It points out again, Of 

course, the dependency we have on Ottawa, $8 million, 

ninety to ten. 

MR. NEARY: It is a joint statement made 

by·the·minister. 

MR. FLIGHT: .It is a joint statement and, 

of course, the minister is defending and bragging about 

the 10 per cent that the Province put into this $8 million. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I suspect 

that Ottawa puts in the money but the provincial Department 

of Forestry. decides how they are going to spend it. I am 

going to take a second, ·if I may, to whip through this, 

Mr. Speaker. I have noticed that in forest management -

I do not know if the minister can answer or not but I am 

wondering if any of the funds designated·for forest 

management under this programme, this $8 million programme, 

is going to be spend on Price limits.or Bowater limits? 

I am wondering if in the theory of putting all saw-log 

materials to sawmills as.opposed to going to the mills, if 

this province has started discussions with Price (Nfld.) 

·and Bowaters for that kind of a programme, a programme 

that would see all our saw-log materials go to the mills, 

lumber mills and the surplus, which would be more than the 

paper companies would require anyway., the surplus going to 

the pulp ·mills? 

It has been talked about long 

enough, Mr. Speaker. Most of the sawmills in Newfoundland 

today are .down, shut down, and the reason. they are shut down, 

there is no other-reason in the world except the timber is 

not available to sustain their operations and Price (Nfld.) 

and Bowaters refuse to allow them access to their timber 

limits. And until the minister takes a position on that 

with Price (Nfld.) and Bowaters, that they will indeed 

relinquish limits to support our sawmills, then he can 

spend all the money he wants coming from Ottawa and he will 
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MR. FLIGHT: not solve the problems of 

the sawmill industry in this Province • 

There is some reference to 

~he fact, Mr. Speaker, that the papermill companies are 

now talking about, and thi~ may be .a new theory, talking 

about using hardwoods for steam generation. In other 

words,. oil is getting so e·xpensive they are looking at 

generating steam and providing all. their heating 

requirements with hardwood. Well, let me .ask, why do 

they not do it with softwood? .Why do they not go into 

the stands that are dead.now, moribund or dead,.the five 

or six million cords we are talking about, and salvage 

that and use it - we may find a market two years down the 

road for our hardwoods - it is dead anyway, it is on 
/ 

their limits, why do· they not burn that instead of cutting 

our hardwoods and using it for steam generation? It is 

a possibility if they are so interested in salvaging the 

budworm killed timber • 

The access roads, Mr. speaker. 

I would like, and there is another situation with access 

roads, most access'-roads built on company limits the . 
contract goes normally to the paper companies, why.is that? 

Any access roa.ds built by a contractor in this Province 

creates jobs, access roads built by the paper companies on 

their limits do not create a new job. I am not convinced. 

that they are subject to any type 
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MR. FLIGHT: I am not convinced that they are subject to a type 

of inspection. The only people who abuse the roads anyway are the paper 

companies that are building them, and I am not too sure, Sir, Price 

(Nfld.) or Bowaters do not bid, on. the Trans-Canada Highway. He will not e:et 

any bids from Price or Bowaters on the Bonavista Loop Road or the Great 

Northern ·Peninsula Road or the T·rans-Canada,so why should we accept bids 

from them on forest access roads? And, Mr. Speaker, we are building 

·access roads. We built access roads last year and there is no indication 

that the access roads we built last year are going to be used for the 

purpose of salvaging timber or harvesting timber this year. So, 

Mr. Speaker, on this.' forest access road situation, .I .think the 

whole ·area needs to be taken a look at. Price (Nfld.) loves to brag 

about the fact that the Province has never funded access roads. Well, we 

started funding them on Price limits last year, and there is no evidence 

at this stage that that road we funded to the tune of three or four million 

dollars is going to be used for the purpose of cutting this year. It may 

indeed, but there is no evidence right now it will be, and that presumably 

was a ·road built to salvage budworm infested: Now, Mr. 

Speaker, $54 million have been spent under this agreement, so that means 

that Ottawa funded about $48 million over the past four ye~rs. We knew 

about the budworm problem in this Province. In 1971 the infestation 

became very apparent. The signs were there that we would be in for an 

·~pidemic. One could wonder what would have happened if the hon. Minister 

of Forestry had decided that I am going to use the bulk of that $54 million -

never mind the administration, never the mind the 'Christmas tree special~ 

never mind experimenting with cutting timber off of slopes. Price and 

Bowaters in this Province have been cutting for fifty years and they have 

not worried about salvaging the timber on the various slopes. If it is 

not economical to cut, they are not going to cut it. And the minister can 

bring in what forestry equipment he wants and run tests· on cutting timber 

on slopes of rivers or on steep··land~ if it is not economic for Price or 

Bowaters, they are not going to take advantage of it anyway. So, I do 

not know ~~hat purpose it really serves unless. the minister can stand up and 

that he has got a commitment from Price or Bowaters that they will use 
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MR. FLICHT: ------ that equipment if the government proves it is a good 

investment. Right now the Newfoundland government is too free with the easily 

accessible timber with Bowaters and Price for Bowaters and Price to even be 

concerned about getting into the timber that is far removed from the mills 

or that is in any way inaccessible. They will never go in Lloyd's River, 

Lloyd's River valley; those kind of areas. Price· (Nfld.) is not going 

to go in and cut that wood while we are prepared to 

let them keep the choice limits in this Province; so -that ·could well ·be a 

waste of money unless the minister is prepared to tell us that Price 

(Nfld.) and Bowaters have agreed to use that kind of logging equipment 

if it pans out. So, Mr. Speaker, given the state that our forests are in 

right now, given the total,absolute lack ·of forest management being practised 

on Bowater and Price limits, some of the programs listed in this that have 

been approved by Provincial Government. is a waste of money and is not 

recognized in the priorities. Better to have taken the _whole $54 million 

on recognizing that we were about to be faced with the kind 

of a problem we got right and now and to have spent it in preparing our 

forests and protecting our· forests against the kind of budworm infestation, 

the kind of an ep_idemic we are facing right now. So, Mr. Speaker, one 

can go on and on. I notice that some of the $8 million will be 

spent on funding of a water bomber. I wonder was Ottawa aware of 

the kind of shenanigans that went on with the purchase of that water bomber? 

There is an old saying in Newfoundland:'Whoever pays the fiddler, calls the 

tune: 

AN RON • MEMBER: - Agreed that they pay 90 per cent . 

11R. FLIGHT: Yes·, but I wonder have they been aware 

up to now about the shenanigans that went on in buying it. Maybe someone 

needs. Mr. Speaker, maybe someone needs to make Ottawa aware of the way 

their money is being·handled in the purchasing of water bombers and that 

kind of thing. They may have been able to save themselves half a million 

dollars, and that with another half a million dollars we would have had 

to build access roads or kill some budworms. Now, Mr. Speaker, in forest 
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MR. FLIGHT: improvement - here is a direct question for the 

• ' minister. It says "In the area of forest improvements, several activities 

will be undertaken and these include: reforestation, pre-:-commercial 

. thinning, site reclamati'ori- and never mind the Christmas tree demonstration, 

that is just .Junks and controll~d burning. Will any of that activity take 

• place on Price and Bowaters limits? 

• 

• 

• 

•e 

• 

• 

• 
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;.tR. FLIGHT: 

That is the only question, !lr. Speaker, that· is irnportant 

to the forestry in this Province, because if this is 

going to take place on Crown limits, forget.it. Most 

of the sawmills that are shut down, certainly in cy area 

of Newfoundland, are shut down b~cau~e there is not 

enough timber to sustain their operation: In other 1-1ords~ 

we have cut outselves out. The Crown land limits around 

the Central ~ewfoundland area been cut over, the cut 

is in, there are no logs left. So what is the point of 

talking about forest ~anagement, thinning, reforestation, 

site reclamation, on Crown lands in this Province when 

the bulk of the timber producing area of Newfoundland is 

either in one way or the other owned by Price (Nfld.) 

and cont~olled either by freehold grant, by licence 

or by timber limits? 

MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please! I must point out 

to the bon. 3entleman that if our procedures under 

Ministerial Statements are to remain clear and nbt become 

a~biguous or clouded, one of the requirements is brevity, 

and that an bon. member replying may make brief comments. 

I am certainly not going to define 'brief'. The sensible 

approach there is that it has to be in comparison with 

the length of the statement. I usually understood that 

to be that the reply should certainly not exceed half the 

length of the statement - certainly should not exceed the 

length of the statement. We are now at the point where 

it equals the length of the statement. So I think certainly 

it should be less long than the statement to which it is 

a reply . 

i-!R. FLIGHT: Thank you, llr. Speaker, I will 

wind up very quickly now. What I have said has been said 

Manys a time. jy problem is that we are having a bard 

time getting through to the minister . 
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HR. FLIGHT: And maybe Ottawa in funding 

these projects 90/10 should have a little more to say 

since it is obvious, Mr. Speaker, in view of the mess 

the forests are in in this Pro~ince, that Ui to this 

point we have done nothin'g only dance to the jig of the 

paper companies. There is absolutely a total lack of 

forest management. totally and absolutely on the paper 

companies• limits. All the t'imber in Newfoundland that 

we are talking about is on their limits, so spending 

$54 million in the.last five years should have been 

directed to corr.ect·ing ti1at situation. Artd in responding 

to the minister I would suggest to him that the next 

~greement he signs with Ottawa for monies to be spent on 

the forestry, that the problem that we are talking about, 

the problem on the paper companies' limits, the problem that 

we have to spend our money in the way that will improve 

and protect the forestry of this Province, because up to 

now it has not been done. We are grateful for the $8 

million, Mr. Speaker, and we would hope that the ~ini~ter 

would use a little more discretion in the way he spends 

ihe next $8 million. 

SO~E HON. HEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

l·IR. SPEAKER: Presenting petitions. Presenting 

Reports by Standing and Select Committees.· 

AN HON. "HEl·IBER: ~To. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the hon. gentleman have leave to revert 

to petitions? Agreed! 

PRESENTTNr. PETITIONS 

~R. FLIGHT: Mr.· Speaker, I rise, Sir, to present 

a petition, probably one of the biggest petitions pressnted 

in this session in the House of Assembly, and it is in 

connection with the spray programme. It is a petition that 

comes from the Gander area, and although it was on very 

short notice, I want to tell the House that I did notify 

t~e member for Gander, the hon. ~inister, that I was 
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:!R. FLIGHT: going to present a petition. 

• And, !!r. Speaker, I t.•ill read the prayer of the 

petition. It says -and this petition, by the way, is 

signed by 3,400 plus peo~le -

AN HON. :·IE:·!BER: Hotv many? 

• MR. FLIGHT: - 3,400 plus - "Because the spray 

programme will not. wipe out the spruce budworm and there 

is evidence that the budworm will be contr~lled by natural 

Qeans, and there is a lack of research on the environment 

• and health effects of the chemical, matacil, that is being 

used, we, the very concerned citizens of ~ewfoundland, 

urge the government to reconsider its decision to spray 

the spruce budworm with matacil until more research has been 

• done concerning the effects on .human health." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in rising to ~able 

this petition and to support it, it has become very clear 

now, the issue of the budworrn in the Province is broken into 

• two areas; one is the concern whether or not spraying will 

indeed have an adverse effect oti the budworm, whether indeed 

it will do anything to countei the infe~tation and protect 

our forests. And we only have again, as has been said so 

•e often, to look at other provinces that have hac a s~ray 

programme for twenty-five years and they are worse off now 

than when they started. So that is one area. But then there 

is another ~r~a, and probably a more important one. People 

• are becoming afraid of the long-term o~ short-term effect 

that the chemical, matacil, will have on theit well-being 

and on their health. And every day, Mr. Speaker, there are 

things being publicized, new facts are comi~g out that add 

• to that concern . And I would think the basis of this 

particular petition, 3r. Speaker, is that particular fear. 
I . 

I cannot understand the 3overnment being so adamant . 

• 
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1~. F1..IGHT 

They have decided to spray t~ater supplies. There is no ~~ay, !!r. Speaker, 

and the Clinister knows it; that you can spray 'dthin two miles of Gander 

Lake and not have so~e of the spray under drift situations land in Gander 

Lake or on tolm \lf Gander itself. I do not understand, if a spray prop.ramme 

is absolutely and totally necessary, VThy it is they are so headstrong and 

ad2.mant and ~1iil not ccncede to res\)onsible requests t:..at, ''You do not 

spray our tm-ms and you do not spray our <Jater systems." Jl.nc!., 1!r. Speaker, 

this is the basis of this parti·cular petition. 

.1\nother fear is co:nir:g in here, 7•lr. :;'peaker, 

and t!1at great statement that t!le minister just gave is a fear t!lat ~~e are 

going to spray this year; the!'e is no evidence that the r.overnment is 

looking at 'm;•thing else other than a S)r.:::y prograrnr.te. '·1e may 'Gecone 

de_-e~ndane··on a spray programme. There is no evidence that they are going 

to insti:ute forest management programmes or things that tvill allow 

Xewfou."1dland to withdraw from t!-:e spray programme. There is a '!ery _great 

danger that the paper companies and the ·('.overnment Hill see spraying as 

a panacea and will go on. If the Gover.lment is in a position next year to 

say that the egg count is dm-m, whether it goes dot-m naturally or as a 

result of the spray programme they ~Till claim success and t<e coulc!.. go nn 

into another spray programme ,and another spray prograr.tl!le ,. and loc!:ed in, 

and become dependent upon a ~pray programme. 

c-:r. Speaker, it is a fact and it cannot l:e 

denied, the directions on the can - Listen to this and tvoultl it not 

frighten you to death, l'r. Speaker?- "Do not breathe •: 

the directions on the can at Gander Airport, "Do not oreat':le vapours or 

spray mist. Keep·all unprotected persons out of the operatinR area or 

:;here there is any danger of drift.'' :-:ot;, !.'r. Speaker, you cannot S?r-•.y­

in this P!'ovince '·1it~.ir- t:I·To or. three miles of a tot-Tn and ?e sure there 

are not people unprotecterl in that areo.. He are spraying Hith a c':enical 

He \nov;· nothing of. \·ie ti'ill all l:not-7 t:lvo or three years from no1-1. '-!e 

t.OOOt. 
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are being guinea pigs. The people of 

'!ewfoundland cannot understand that and they are going to petition t:!le 

Government by the thousands to stop that spray ~rogra~me or, 

select a chemica:!. that at least 11e knm<~ of the danz<"rs that lie 

in wdng it. 

~:r. S:>t'.ake::-, time is running out and I 

implore Governnent to consider ·some of the prayers of t!~e petition:, 

some oi the t-Tishes of the people of N~lvfoundland: By way of 

the people who signed this petition -1Ms is very int~resting to note 

Glenwood is totally, a!l the minister knows, dependent on the (o_restry 

of this Province, and the only people in GlenvTOod tvho refused to sign 

that petition Here company management people, the only people. •;~ho refused 

to sign the petition . 

$o, Hr. Speaker, my tim.e has run out. 

I support the prayer of the petition and lay it on the table to the 

minister to whom it relates. 

;.;p_. SPEAI:F.R: 

!!!t. ~lEARY: 

Ron. member for LaPoile. 

1·lr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure 

to support the.;_Jetition so ably presented by my colleague, our spokesl'lan 

on Forestry and Agriculture,_Sir, on behalf of 3,400 cons~ituents in the 

Community of Gander and sui:rounrling area. I congratulate the·hon. gentler.:an, 

Sir, for bringing the ~etition before the House. 

This is t!;.e crucial Heel:, ~ .. r. Speal~.er, as 

far as the spray programme is concerned. As soon as the minister gets 

favoural:lle Peather conditions, tve understand that· the poisonous chemical, 

1~.at:acil, "'ill be squirted around various part so ,,f t!le Province, and the 

minister sa:'s that his political life is on the line. ::ell, Sir •. I ••ould 

rat iter go to 1:-at for the lives of 525, ')I)() :.Jewfoundlanders than I ;;ould 

for the hon. gentleman's political life. I tvoul:-l say to that, "Hov,;ash'' 

and ''So 1vha t? '' :.;r. Speaker, the hon. gentleman has been !:'a.!·:ing a 
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r.ontracl.ictory statement l~herever he roes 

in t:;:.s Province saying t~at they 1Vill not spray •;;her. the lvind is over 

five miles an hour, and the peo::>le '·?ho are rloinp. the spraying sav 

an:.l'f-There from four to tllelve miles an hour. And . I want to dra<l to the 

attention of the l'inister of Justice that l:is colleague, the :-'inis ter of 

Forestry and Agriculture,is breaking the Provincial Pesticide r.ontrol Act, 

and the r..inister should rlo :>ot1ething about it, t~.at states thilt e•mry 

!1erson Hho keeps,stores or transports a pesticirl.e, or herbicide, shall .:'o 

so in a manner t!1at ensures that tl{e special precautions, or ••arnings; 

on t!-le label of il pestic_ide, or a !-lerbicict.e, :'ac!~age, 1->hich is marked 

'poison' , or 1-1ith the synbol of the sbtll and crossbones, con:ply uith t!-.eir 

o;-r.1 la.'.·-''!3 and rublish t:~e .t-1.:ir:1i:1~S in full. And here, ~~r .. £pcal:er, on tl~at 

barrel is a s!·.ull and crossbones, and this is a ::erox copy of the lat>el 

that I have in my hand, a skull and cr_?ssbones, ::iarked, 'Danger 

and that is co::trary 

1.0003 
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MR. NEARY: to the new provincial Pesticide Control Act, 

unless the Minister advises every citizen of this Province to dangers of 

that chemical and the dangers of some of them were just outlined by my 

hon. colleague there. The dangers are harmful if swallowed, inhaled or 

absorbed through the skin,. do not get in eyes, on skin or in clothing, 

do not breath vapous or spray mist. Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman 

tells us that there is no danger· .involved in matacn, and this is taken 

right off the barrel and a xeroxed 'copy of the label on the barrel - the 

warning being put out by the chemical company.- do not get in eyes; if 

spilled on skin, wash immediately with soap and warm water. Well, if you 

are out in the country, if your kids are out camping anc! they are going on 

a little hike, Cubs, Guides. 4-Hers,·all over this P.rovince now, ready to 

go this week, next week, to go out in the country. How are they going to 

get the warning ·that the spray plane is overhead or three or four or five 

miles away and the spray is going to drift in over their little bod.ies? 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is a crime against the people of this Province. 

And I think the minister should stop it immediately,· Sir, stop it now, 
' before it is too late. I want to congratulate, Sir, I want to congratula~e 

the anti-spray groups of Gander, Glenwood, Springdale, St. John's, 

Stephenvi n e, Grand Fa 11 s, Corner Brook, Conne River and other communities 

affected by the spray program that have put out a 1 ittle information 

piece today, ·put out this warning to the people, and if the people of 

the Province want to get a copy of this they can write their M.H.A., 

they can write me or telephone me or write any· M.H,A. on this side of 

the House. I suppose if they got·in touch with the.llfinister's office 

they might even get a copy of this. But I want to congratulate.these 

groups here for putting out the only piece of information,- the only 

informational piece that is available to the people of this Province. 

The rest of it is a 11 propaganda and jargon that is put out by the 

minister's department. At the bottom it says,"Please write or phone 

your M.H.A. or the Minister of Forestry today and demand this informatiOI'\. 

The 1 i fe ·you save may be your own". I ask hon. gentlemen to think about 

that before they go ahead with their spray program tomorrow or next day . 
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MR. SPEAKER: Han. member for Conception South (Mr. J. Nolan) 

followed by han. member for Terra Nova (Mr. T. Lush). 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition 

so ably presented by my han. friend from Windsor-Buchans (Mr. G. Flight). 

We are now in a situation whereby we are about to start - when does it start, 

incidentally,· exactly?. 

AN HON. MEMBER: It was supposed to start Sunday but it did not 

get favourable weather conditions. 

MR. NOLAN: 

AN HON; MEMBER: 

MR. NOlAN:. 

MR. NEARY: 

Alright, so it might be spraying today then? 

It could be spraying anytime. 

It could be spraying now. 

They have got these big pombers -

MR. NOlAN: Nc\'1, we are supposed to be on this side 

politically ambitious but we are not so politically ambitious that we want 

the minister removed because he louses this program up - that he endangers 

the lives of young people and so on - not likely. That is the kind of 

altar of sacrifice he intends to go on. You know,he is not forestry's 

answer to Joan of Arc, I will guarantee you. This situation now, as I 

understand it, is one that could have horrendous results, and· I suggest 

to you that the minister with the officialdom at his disposal has no guarantee 

that he provide to anyone in this Province as of this moment that the young 

lives of the young children who will now be going on holidays and out into 

the various camps and so on around this Province will not be endangered. 

The unfortunate part about it is this that the damage could be such 

physically that down the road it may take two or three more years before 

the real problem is discovered. But let it be a matter of record, 

Mr. Speaker, and this is important to remember and people will, that 

to the best of my knowledge only one member opposite has even risen once 

to indicate his concern and·his cautio·n and the· call upon his colleagues 

to take another look, and for that he almost got the order of the royal 

boot. But he took a chance and he got nothing but a slap in the face for 

it from what I can hear, if that is parliamentary, Mr. Speaker, figuratively 

speaking. This situation now is one that many earnest people without 

1.0005 
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MR. NOLAN: any - they are not i.n the pay of a.nvone 

in government or any political party, -they are not involved or in the pockets 

of the paper companies~. they are genuinely concerned people ~ parents, 

people in universities,· ·loggers, -.:hospital workers, -.labourers. In almost 

every field they are.crying out,"Do you know what you are doing?", and the 

fact. that the minister is prepared to sacrifice himself on the political 

altar is not good enough, It is.too· late 

10006 
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MR. SOLAN: and it is not the remedy, it is 

not the antidote • 

Now the Minister of Justice is 

also going to be very, very, very much on the carpet if 

this thing goes through, because he has, in my opinion, 

~r. Speaker, in speaking to this petition, abused the 

House in the past with refusing to provide proper 

information. Well, he cannot wipe his hands clean like 

a political Pontius Pilate on this one, because the law 

is clear . 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

I must point out to the hon. gentleman that he is now, 

in my opinion, entering quite directly into an area of 

debate . 

MR. NOLAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I believe Pilate 

said the same thing. But anyway, this is a situation now 

where if it is the law of the land, the Queen's First 

Minister looking after the justice afiairs of this 

Province cannot stand idly by and pretend he does not 

know, it is not within his area of jurisdiction and so on. 

So what do we have? We have the Minister of Forestry 

directly responsihle.because he is the man who is 

obviously the one who convinced hi• colleagues in Cabinet 

that this shoulc be done. lie had to sell the programme 

to Cabinet and had to sell it to the Treasury Tioard; 

secondly, the Minister lf Health, most directly involved, 

but let us look at the other side of it and that is that 

without the approval of the Minister of Justice or action 

on his behalf it could not have happened in the first 

place . And this is what ~ewfoundlanders will remember. 

~ot only that, but from the information we have, the 

food that is necessary for thousands and thousands of 

birds in this Province will be removed, will be ruined 

and they, too, will be gone. The terrible part about it 

10007 
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~lR. ::CLAN: is we understand - and I am 

sutject to correcti6n on this - that as a result of 

former spraying that certain soil ·\,as taken, I believe, 

from diff~rent par~s of ~his Province, sent to Ontario, 

and has not been returned, or at least we do not have 

the informati~n from the minister. This is a very, very 

serious matter. It·. is not a partisan political issue 

as the Xinister of Tourism, I am sure, will testify, 

but it is one that we are all responsible to some degree 

for, and ~very man who remains silent on this issue will 

be jud3ed accordingly. I certai~ly support the petition. 

HR. SPEAKER: 

Terra Nova . 

HR. LUSH: 

this petition. 

biggest issues, 

The hon. the me.rnber for 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support 

This aerial spray has become one of the 

the biggest public issue in this Province 

today . People are concerned, disturbed and frustrated. 

Mr. Speaker, I presented one of the first pcititions from 

the residents of Port Blandford who were concerned because 

this spray was going to be poured over an area very close 

to their cornrnunity, within a half mile and within the 

\•atershed area. I presented that petition. So far we 

have not been hearing too much from the people of 

Port Blandford since ~at petition because they have not 

been organized like the people in Gander, but I can assure 

this hon. House that they are concerned about it and worried 

and frustrated. It is stran~e that the government can be 

so insensitive to the wishes and the des{res of its 

people. k~owing that the vast. majority of the people of 

this Province do not want the forests sprayed particularly 

when it is cl~se to residential areas and close to water 

supply areas and watershed areas. And it is strange, 

~r. 5peaker, that the sovern~ent will go ahead with this 

10008 
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HR. LUSH: spraying programme ~nowing that 

it is ineffective, that the results show that spraying 

is ineffective in controlling the spruce budworm. 

~r. Speaker, we have the spruce .budworm because of 

neglect of our forests and because of exploitation -

that is why we have the spruce budworm. And the only 

way that we can control the spruce budworm is through 

a good forest management programme, and that is what we 

are lacking. The companies, the big pulp and paper 

companies, have not been forced by this government to 

carry on .a forest management programme, allowed them to 

cut out the economical wood and left t~e kind of wood, 

the kind of forest, the kind of timber on which the 

spruce budworm thrives. 

SOME BON. MEMBERS: P.ear, hear! 

HR. LUSH: And that is where we have made 

the mistake, Mr. Speaker. The ~nly solution to the spruce 

budworm is forest management, and what we should be 

concerned about right now for the preservation of our 

forests and for the preservation of jobs for our people 

in the future is prevention. The minister, bimself, has 

indicated this is ~nly a short-term solution. Mr.Speaker, 

I say it is not a short-term solution, it is just a stopgap 

measure. 

AN HOi::. HEi·!BER: 

:-1R. LUSH: 

It will make it worse. 

And what we have to 'get going on, 

Ur. Speaker, is a good, scientific forest r.1anagecent 

programce. And the Budget of this year will indicate, the 

priorities of the government will indicate how seriously 

they are viewing this matter. For example, 

1000S 
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::r. Speaker, the 197e-197~ budget is up just about $J,o)I)Q,()I)I) over 

last year's budget. Insect control has increased by $1,720 /l"~, just 

about $2,000,000, 1~hile :~crest ~nagement is reduced by almost the 

same amount, $1,6'll,f.l)0. c·!ow, get' this again, that for insect control, 

for the aerial spray this year, . the budget has increasecl. by $1,720, !1()0, 

just abo.ut $2 ,ono ,(l'J'l, ;~hils t for forest management i:: has almost 

decreased by the same amou.'lt. :>o, He -:an ''ee .:hat is happening is that 

the forest management has become subservient to spr~ying. ~e Government 

is putting more emphasis on spraying. TI1e ~oney that the Government is 

using for spraying this year has been reducecl. from what they should be 

spending for forest nanc.gement. ':'he only cure, the only solution, the 

only long-term solution to cure the spruce bud1rorm, to get rid of the 

spruce budworm, and this is what He have, a t'overnnent that _is taking 

the money from forest managet:1.ent and putting it into insecticide spraying 

wh.en 1~e kno1.; that it is not effective •.Jhen, incleed, it can rnal-:e the . 

situation ;~orse. 

·Er. Speaker, that is a terrible situation 

1-1hen 1.;e knoH that the evidence is there, ·Hhen 1ve knm·1 the cure for t:1e 

spruce budHorm, and 1<1e are going in the reserve situation, taking money 

to spray that could be used for forest management, reducing the ~oney 

spent on forest r.1anagement by $2,:J:'JI),r.'ln and p11tting that into a spray 

programll'.e ar.;ainst the 1vishes of the people. and I thin\--. thnt is a te.r.ri.,le 

move and I 1vould hope t!1at the minister woulcl reverse ~is decision 

immediately. 

!-;?,.. SPEAKER: Eon. nember for Stephenville. 

~~r. Speaker, I rise to su-pport the petition 

so ably presented by my colleague from Vindsor-lluchans C-~r. "light). t 

think 1-Tith regard to the spraying prop:ram"'e t!1e Governnent is playiq; a 

cat-and--mouse game "ith the general public as reearding the information 

that they are entitled to \ave. For e:(ample, -;.rhen t:te r.oven!"'.ent 's 

o'·m rei;uJ_a.tior:s state that t!1ey should strictly ar1:1ere to the instructions 

:1.0010 
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on the contc>.iner, and the instructions 

on the container state that ·the contents, the chemical, is dangerous 

and poisonous, and it. should follo~r special procedures. Just to give 

you an example, Sir, of ~rhat. is required of an indi-.-idual if h.; is 

caught in a spray area, the instructions on the container Natild say, 

"!.lo not b'reathe the vapour or the spray mist." So, ·if you are a 

fisherman on some lake, or nearby, or just travelling in the •mods, 

and t!1e aircraft comes over and sprays, they are asking you to stop 

breathing. i'!mv, that is ridiculous. Also, on the container thP.re 

is a notice to the seller. It ·says, "Seller's guarantee shall 1:-e 

limited to the term set out on the label and subject thereto the buyer 

assumes the risk to persons or properties ar:!.sing from the use or 

handling of this prorluct and accepts the product on that cor..dition. '' 

c!m·•, :~r. Speaker, if the earns Here 

c':.".n:;ed, if it .,as an intlividual spra:•ing his ·o~m lots a.nd infecter'. 

some other area :-earby, the outcry from this t'overnr.1ent would he so loud 

that I am sure it 1-10uld take the top off this building. 

It l·rould never spray in St. John's. 

~:ever! 

:!R. :!CEIL: .Anrl this is another poi··.t. Hhen you 

look at the whole Island they are spraying over on the Hestern _part 

of the Island where from all indications, the egg count masses are 

dm·m and it is bela'' .the critical level; in Central :\e1vfounc!land it is 

on thP. borderline; but over here on t'1c :Z:lst Coast, on the Avalon 

Peninsula, :.vhere it is still at the dangerous level, they are spraying. 

;.;ny? If they are not spraying in this part of the Island I·There the 

bur:Forr.J is very· serio:.ts, ,.rhy spray in Central !1ewfoundland? h'hy snray 

in \·.'estern ;;elvfotmdland? Is it because the major part of tl1e population 

is in this area and they control the votes, they are the 'in' c;:mn!?. 

But for the .·little people, the people far.ther away, the sr.1aller numbers of 

pepple, it does not ma~e any difference. 

Shame! 
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"r' . :·!GlE IL : That is terri'Jle, ::r. Speaker. \·!hen our 

C-overnlilent is doing things on strictly a nUI:lbers 'Jasis, it is ri(\iculous. 

TI1ey have no faith in the individual, in the human aspect of man. 

AN EOl! • ~!E'·!BER: 

? .'P.. !·!CilEIL : 

The Vinister of Justice. will have to ansver. 

Hr. Speaker, I ~<oultl ask t!1e Government to 

reconsicer this tvhole spraying programme and to stop imme<iiately and 

not take the position 6at this cher.U.cal matilcil is innocent until proven 

guilty. !t is poisonous, it is guilty until proven innocent. 

~-tR. HEArtY: 

A?1. HOlL 1·:E!·:BER: 

t'll.. HEARY: 

:-!R. SPEAKER: 

AN HON • l·!E·!BEP,: 

;~l; F.ON. :-!D'J3r:lf: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

NR. HODDER: 

to make 

That is. r~gh_t • 

No response. 

Not a sotmd from over there? 

The hon. member for Port au Port. 

t'obody ·at all. 

Is t~.1at the member for Gander? 

Hon. member for Port au Port. 

Mr. Speaker, I have some brief comments 
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MR. HODDER: on this petition which was 

so ably presented by my colleague form Windsor - Buchans 

(Mr. Flight) . The one thing that has struck me since 

this whole issue has come to the forefront in the past, 

perhaps, six months, is that there:is all sorts of 

information coming across,I suppose,all members' desks 

on the problems with the spray but yet· the Department 

of Forestry and Agriculture has not seen fit·to give 

information as why they should spray. It seems to be a 

one-sided affair • 

In my estimation the 

government have.not made a case for spraying in this 

Province in any way, shape of form and more importantly, 

they have not made a case for the chemical aminocarb or 

matacil. Now·the history of spraying,as it has been done 

in New Brunswick and in other areas of the country, is to 

spray first and ask questions afterwards. The· history 

has been that first they just spray on the chemical and 

when people notice disastrous· consequences and disastrous 

effects, then they start asking questions and then the 

governments concerned decide to change the spray with a 

new one and then the whole process starts over again. I 

believe in the Province of New Brunswick this has happened 

on ·four separate occasions. No, I believe five different 

types of chemical have been used. 

Now we.have one which is 

totally unknown, no one knows anything about it, it is 

the latest unknown of the chemical sprays, matacil, 

aminocarb. 

MR. NEARY: That is right. 

MR. HODDER: Now, last year New Burnswick 

sprayed 1. 5 million acres, that was in 1977, with matacil. 

At this time, at this particular time there are no studies 

that have been done to show the effects that it has had 

on the Province's forests, there have been no studies, no 

:1.0013 
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MR. HODDER: reports on the damage it 

has done on the chain of life in New Brunswick's forest. 

Now, I refer hen. members 

to an article which was in the Canadian Journal of 

Science. and Technology, published June 1976, volume 9, 

number 3, and the final conclusion was this, and they 

were talking about the New Brunswick spray programme 

which is the only one we can look at; it said, "Spravina 

is an energy intensive attempt to bend nature to conform 

to the forest industry's narrow concept of how a forest 

should behave. The operation is unstab.te .in the long-term 

since it only increases the chances of occurrence of what 

it was originally intended to p·revent." 

MR. NEARY: That is right . 

MR. HODDER: Now, Mr. Speaker, the spraying 

that we are doing in this Province, eveh while the budworm 

count is lower and lower and lower, and I was told this 

morning by one of the chief foresters, that the larvae 

count on the west coast was even lower than was expected -

MR. NEARY: That is right. 

MR.· ·HODDER: The Premier or the minister, I 

am not sure which, but one of those gentlemen said in this 

House that they· would- I believe it was the Premier who 

was reported assaying that they would reconsider if the 

count was down; 

MR. NEARY: The minister is so stubborn now 

he does not want to admit defeat . 

MR. HODDER: Here we have a situation where 

once we spray these forests we can never know what will 

happen afterwards. 

MR. NEARY: That is right . 

MR. HODDER: Because we will have killed off 

possibly birds, we do not know. I was told this morning 

that the stone fly on which the trout feed, this particular 

spray will kill that. Now, what will be the long-range 

effects? What will be the long-range effects on the chain 
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MR. HODDER: of life in the Newfoundland 

fOrests? We are told there will be no. effects but we 

have ~een given no reasons why. 

I have also been told that 

matacil, which is registered in canada only, the back-· 

. gro.und . E~ffects are not released, that people cannot get 

these particular studies, those that have been.done. All 

we have is what is. on the back of. the matacil ·can which 

says that in spray areas people are not suppposed to 

breathe the mist. Well, if you cannot breathe· the mist! 

Another question that I asked 

here in this House not so very long ago was, ·"Will th·e 

minister be informing the public of precise times when 

areas will be sprayed?" 
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MR. HODDER: The minister did not answer 

this question and I understand that the people will not 

know. A friend of mine, I will tell the minister, told 

me that·he will pay an all~expense ·trip into the spray 

are for the minister·with all the amenities, if the 

minister will come in,when it is being sprayed, himself. 

If the minister wants to take me up on that I will 

certainly look after it. 

The thing about this particular 

spray, matacil, is that only after a comprehensive 

environment impact study, a most comprehensive study can 

the effects ·of this particular chemical be ascertained. No 

such extensive study has been under.taken ever. This is a 

new chemical and until such a study we should not touch it 

until the chemical is proven safe by the government. It 

should not be sprayed, we should not follow the experience 

of the New Brunswick government where you spray first and 

ask questions afterwards and that is what is happening in 

this Province. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MRS. MCISSAC: Mr. Speaker. 

MR; SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. George's. 

MRS. MCISSAC: I just want to have a few words 

on the topic. I certainly do not want to see matacil 

sprayed in Newfoundland this year. I do not think that we 

have enough information on it. We can go ahead and spray 

this year but we do not know what the results are going to 
I 

be next year or the year after. I do not think that it is 

worth _the chance. Maybe it is a last attempt·,. I do not 

know, maybe it is a last attempt and it may be a go9d thing 

if we sprayed this year, the government sprayed this year 

and it turned out to be a wonderful thing and there was no 

eggmass next year. It may be a good election issue but I 

·would hate to look at it that way. 
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MRS • MCISSAC: I cannot see why we should 

take chances on poisoning the people of the Province or 

injuring their health in any way by spraying something 

that we know nothing or very, very little about. Now, 

if we know so much about it, I would like for the 

minister to put out - I mean, he is always sending out 

statements by the rninfster. ~v. does the minister not 

give us all the information,all the detailed information 

he has and all the confirmation he has that rnatacil is 

a safe spray., a safe chemical to spray? 

From the evidence that we 

have on this side of the House it is not safe, it has not 

been proven. It is not registered in the·u.s., it is not 

registered in Great Britain, we are taking a chance on 

using it. We have to look at the wildlife as well as 

human life. We have fishermen in the woods this time of 

year. The woods ·are full of fishermen, campers and 

everything else. Here they. are in there, they do not know 

when the spray is corning on anymore than I do. They could 

be out spraying today, those people do not have any idea 

they are there' and they are sprayed. Now, is the minister 

satisfied to go into the middle of the environment, into 

the centre and be sprayed? I certainly would not want to 

be. 

To get back to the water 

supply, I think that the minister should take a second· look 

at this. I think that this is something that is going to 

destroy the government, and do not ever forget it. The 

government is not doing themselves any good by going ahead 

and forcing this down the throats of the people • 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

MRS. MCISSAC: This is sorne.thing that people are 

against. While I do not stand here with petitions with 

thousanus of names on ·them, I still get the flack when I go 

in my area. I know what the feelings of the people in my 
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MRS. MCISSAC: district are; they do not 

want the spray, they want to know and want to be sure 

that it is safe. If they do not get it dir~ctly they 

can get it indirectly, they can get it through the 

wildlife, they can get it through fish, they can get it 

through water supplies •. There is·just no way that people 

are satisfied, they are very, very concerned and very 

unhappy about it. 

I think the minister would- do 

well to just take a little bit of time out and think about 

what he is doing. Go to the people, let the people decide 

whether or not they want a spray programme .. Give them a 

chance. Those peop·le do not want their children poisoned. 

MR. FLIGHT: Windsor Lake. Try Windsor 

Lake, two miles of Windsor Lake. 

MRS. MCISSAC: One of the ministers, or one 

of the merr.bers mentioned that it is no worse than alcohol. 

Well, we have a choice if we want alcohol. If I want to 

go out and fill up with alcohol I have a choice. But if 

I am standing here· and there is a.plane going over spraying 

me, I do not have much say in that, not a.bit. Then, what 

about the leakage? There was leakage in Stephenvilie, 

there was leakage in Gander, do you mean to tell me that 

that is a well controlled programme? I think the minister 

should be ashamed of himself to call that matacil spray 

programme a well controlled programme • 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 

MR. NOLAN: 

Hear, hear~ 

.Resign! Resign! 
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l!RS. HciSAAC: I think if he goes ahead with 

• the like of this the way that he is going about it~ 

without the knowledge that is necessary and ~ithout 

knowing that this is a safe chemical, I think that he 

should resign. But it is too late for the minister to 

• resign when half the people in the Province are poisoned 

' and the nat~ral predators are destroyed. And from what 

I understand, on the West Coast, in my area - I have 

talked to the forestry people out there - they do not say 

• anything. I believe that they are not allowed to say 

anything. But I kn~w that the egg· mass is down about 

SO per cent in my area. I was home from Wednesday until 

Sunday. I took the time'out to go through the different 

• areas of my Province and go in the forests and just take 

a look at what is going on. Tbe students who are out 

there now who are doing this survey are having a difficult 

time to find spruce budwor~, and I think that the egg count 

• is dot;n . ~ow if the minister is so concerned abo~t the 

forests, why is he allowing the wood.that was cut by 

Newfoundland and Labrador Linerboard that was turned over 

to 3owaters left on the South~est Bro~k road - why is the 

minister allowing that wood now to be buried by a contractor 

if there is a shortage of wood in this Province? I think· 

there are a lot of things the minister should take a look 

at before he starts trying to poison the reople of this 

• Province, not directly but indirectly. And the natural 

predators are something that in 1968 - and the minister 

was ~ot respon~ible for that and neither was this 

administration. llut in 1968 or 1969 ·there was 'a spray 

• programme done that destroyed. the birds and all you 

could see was a crow or a gull, and all the natural 

predators were destroyed. And· it is only in the last 

year or so that you will see those little birds coming 

• back again . And as fa% as I am concerned, the birds 
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MRS. MciSAAC: are what could d~stroy the •pruce 

budwor~ and save the forests. And I think that what you 

are going to have to do is probably concentrate on 

forest access roads ind get out the wood and chip it if 

necessary, at Linerboard, and store it. 

much . 

Thank you very 

SOME HON. ~EMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

:-!R. H. COL"LI~S: 

Hear, hear~ 

The hon .. the Minister of Health. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker, it is n6t very often 

that I stand in this House to either present a.petition 

or to support a petition. In fact, in th~ eleven years 

in which I have represented the district of Gander, 

I have never been asked to present a petition. There 

has never been any reason for me to p·resent a petition. 

In this present session, Mr. Speaker, ~here have been two. 

The first one was presented about a ~onth ago by my friend, 

the bon. the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) with regard to 

the Crown lands policy in regard to cabins. He presented 

a petition corttaining, I think, around sixty-eight or 

seventy names - I have not seen ~ copy of it - supposed 

to be from the people of Gander. After the petition was 

tabled I did get up and have a look at it and there was 

no Gander resident's name on the petition; there were 

several from Glovertown, there were several from 

Frederickton, there were several from Carmanville and so 

on and so forth. Now, ~r. Speake~, there is one thing 

I would like to make clear today. This particular petition 

which has been tabled here today, at least the member who 

tabled it did say that the petition was fro~ the Gander 

area and I believe that a lot of the names were collected 

in th~ shopping mall i~ Gander at a desk which was 

established by a couple of doctor friends cut there, and 

I think it is fair to say that a great number of people 
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:·!R. H. COLLINS: who freq~ent that mall are uot 

• exa~tly che people from Metcalfe Street and MacDonald 

Drive and Cotten Avenue an~ Cowan's Avenue and other 

places, they are, a lot of them, from the outlying 

areas. However, after having made that point, Mr.Speaker, 

• what we are-considering ~ere today has become a very .. 
emotional is'sue in ciewfoundland. And it is very difficult 

to deal with issues based on the emotions of the people . . 
Add a little ingredient called politics to that and then, 

• of course, it becomes almost impossible to deal with . 

Now we ha~e seen the political element at work here. 

It is not without coincidence that the e.entleman who 

presented the petition today happened to be the campaign 

• manager for Mr. Doug Sheppard, who is the Hayor of Gander, 

who is the second mayor to have tun against me out there. 

So you can always put two and two together, Mr. Speaker. 

HR. ~lEARY: Mr. Speaker, a point of order. 

• HR. SPEAKER: A point of order has come up. 

~-1R. NEARY: I would submit, Sir, that the hon. 

gentleman is entering i~to the realm of debate, but apart 

from that, Mr. Speaker, 1 believe it is according to our 

Standing Rules that a member can only stand in his place 

, and indicate that he is supporting a petition, and an hon. 

gentleman 

• 

• 

• 
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Mr. Neary. 

cannot get up and speak against the petition. If you rise in 

your place you have to support it. I would like for Your Honour 

to enforce the Standing Orders of this House, the rules of this 

House. 

~!R. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, this is not a point of 

order. I have heard hon. members opp.osite, in a preamble to 

a question or a preamble to what they are going to say about 

a petition, go on and on for days and get away with it, 

because we are the kind over here that we never draw attention 

to it. Mr. Speaker, as far as I am concerned, I would like to 

continue • 

_MR. SPEAKER: On the point of order, the Chair will 

rule. Obviously an hon. member when speaking is assumed to 

support·a petition and in· speaking may only support a petition. 

I au not aware that the hon. gentleman is speaking.against the 

petition. I would point out that hon. members may not enter 

into the area of debate. 

The hon. ~inister. 

~!R. COLLINS: ~1r. Speaker, after having said that, 

I should say this, that as the ;·inister of Health for this 

Province, I have received the best advice that I can get 

from the federal authorities, including the Health Protection 

Branch of the Federal Department of Health and Welfare, from 

the Food and Drug Directorate of the Department of Health and 

l?elfare, from Agriculture Canada and other places and other 

agencies. And to the best of my knowledge the best advice 

· I can get there is no inherent health danger in the use of 

matacil as a spraying material. Now the Minister of Forestry -

SOME RON. ~MBERS:. 

~ffi.. COLLINS: 

Oh, oh: 

- will nod oubt be haVing some words to 

say as well. But I can understand the concerns expressed by the people, 
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Xr. Collins. 

not only of Gander but of other areas of the Province. I do 

not believe that the right message has been getting through 

to them. And when the Hedical Association of this Province 

comes out in support of a programme outlining·to the people 

that there is no danger to the health of the people, then I 

think, Mr. Speaker, those people should listen. 

MR. NEARY: They did not say. that. I have members 

of the Newfoundland Medical Association on record as saying 

that they are against this. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Burgeo -Bay d'Espoir 

followed by the hon. gentleman for Bay of Islands. 

}!R. RIDEOUT: The Hinister of Health spoke for 

-five minutes and said nothing. 

Mr. Speaker, first of all I want to go 

on record as being in favour of the petition. I think it is 

important that I say that. 

SOME RON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

HR. SIMMONS: It is important that I say that because 

we just saw the Minister of Health stand up and make history in 

this House by being against the petition and use the guise of 

support to be able to stand and say a few words, to take political 

cracks at people who were the campaign managers for various people 

·and that kind of thing. What a disgraceful show, Nr. Speaker. Thirty­

four hundred people.- we got a lot of Liberal support in this 

Province, Mr. Speaker. I will tell you that. It is growing every day. 

But I Hould venture to say that many of those 3,400 are not necessarily 

Liberals. They happen to be people who signed a petition out of 

a general concern, divorced from politics, }fr. Speaker, a genuine 

concern. And to have the member for Gander, in whose district 

many of these people live, slander those people today and insult them, 

Mr. Speaker, by suggesting that theywere politically motivated in 
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Mr. Simmons • 

signing a petition, ~en he should also give us credit the .. for 

a very ~en oiled machine if :te thinks that generally -

MR. LUSH: Outrageous. 

}ffi. SIMMONS: - that ~e could get 3,400 people, all 

~ith political motivations, to sign this kind·of petit~on. 

What a warped mind, Mr. Speaker, What a warped mind. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us talk about 

another minister ~ho I had great admiration for last ~eek 

1men he talked about the spruce bum~orm problem, the Minister of 

Tourism. l~ow he undertook to do something, Mr. Speaker. He 

·undertook to ask his Cabinet colleagues to review this issue. 

He undertook to ask his Cabinet colleagues to revi~ this issue • 

1-'R. NEARY: They ignored it. 

MR. SIMMONS: No, no! Let us hear him first of all. 

This is a beautiful opportunity_. for the minister, }lr, Speaker, 

unless he has changed his mind about this matter since last 

time·he spoke, this is a beautiful opportunity for the 11inister 

of Tourism n~ to report back to the House on ~hat Cabinet did 

once he ~ent to them and asked Cabinet to revie~ the matter. Let 

him now give a progress report. The last time ~e had a petition 

like this he undertook to do something for the House, for the 

people of N~foundland. What is the result of that, Hr. Speaker, 

will he now tell the House? Will he now tell the House what 

Cabinet did? We know the Premier's version of ~hat he did. He 

slapped the minister on the knuckles. But what did Cabinet do? 

Hhat did the full-time part of this administration do? What did 

Cabinet do, ~r. Speaker, after the minister took his request -

and ~e cannot doubt that he took it, because ~e have his ~ord on that, 

that he 1vould take it to Cabinet for a review. Now ~hat kind of 

a hearing did he get in Cabinet without divulging Cabinet secrets? 

Did he get a hearing? What it raised at all? Did he get an undertaking 

from ·cabinet? Or did they slap him on the knuckles like his Premier did? 

Let the Minister of Touri1>m report to us no~, }!r. Speaker. A ~ord for 

the Pinister of Forestry if he is listening. 
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I understand noH that this spray prograir.l'"·e, 

be it safe or unsafe, is almost useless at ·this particular til'le, t3at the 

ooment in ti111e has been lost, that it is past the critical stage nm~. 

There are many of us setting the impression - Quite apart from the safety 

a,;;Ject t<~hich has ·been· covered here very t·re:l by my colleagues today and 

t<ith w!1ich I want to identify, I raise the other equ<>.lly practical question 

of vrhether any point is served. I knm~ there is a contract ongoing and 

they are going to have a lot of rnatacil on their hands if they rlo not 

spray it all over the people and that kind of stuff, but othen!ise, is 

there any point served now in controlling the spruce budvror;n, I asl<. the 

1·!inister of Forestry. It is my understanding at t!"lis point in time, 

in calendar time, we are either at the point Hhere the t·!hOl<;! thing is 

useless or Hill be ~>ithin a feH days. He are almost past the critical 

stage no~; in terms of it having any effect on the control of the t>udtvorn. 

?-low, that is a fair question, Hr. SpeakP.r. hlill the oinister of 

!"ores try indicate to us t·rhether any purpose is to be ser-1ed now, or ~~ave 

'"e lost the opportimity, if that is the t<~ord that can be a]'plied to a 

homicicle mission - Have t<~P. lost the moment in time Hhen this should have 

been done? I understand it is a hit ·Iate and perha;:>s the ninis ter· can 

respond to that. I also understand, l~r. Speaker, from Forestry officials 

T:1e r.;ember ·fer f.t. George 1 s (:·rrs. ~lc!saac) says they are not talking, 

t~ell they are talking to some pP.ople - Officia.!.s of .the· minister's mm 

department tell me that the egg mass count is dotJn substantially, and 

t!1ey '·,ave figures and dccumentation to r;ho~' that it is down ·substantially . 

Indeed, 'the crisis is past, I al'l told anrl the spruce budt.rom is al:>out to 

take cara .1f itself. 

One other point, l'r. Speaker, the arP.a 

to 1:-e sprayed, I think it is very signific:mt if ?OU lool: at the !;'al:eup 

of the Cabinet. St. John 1 s Centre is lo.arr:!J.:· a Rreat forestry <list rict' 

the rn~mhet for f. rand J3ank e•r. Iiic!·~Gan) "5.: iOt involver{! the ~,~~ber for. 

·LaCraC.or \!est is r,ot invclvr:rl: t~e· Prewicr is r-.ot invo!.ve0. It i$ a 

political .1ecision, ·:r. ~r-aa!·.~r, a political :lecision. :"1e. l"aicrity -

(ina1.t:-ti1?le) 
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~-To , no , J"I.O • !:.old on r.ov: l'o not be 

so dur.:!:. Do not l·e sue!-: ch:nce:s. Do not be so stunned, Jir.!, as 'the 

rcember for St. John's Centre (!-~r. ~~urp!'.y). 

It is a political decision, :~r. Speaker • 

The :!inister of Fores>,::-y hiT-self said on T.V. ::'::: other :~ay, "C.ven if 

t>e had a real problem in the Avalon, He ;.;ould not spray here because 

1.;e are too close to people." 

~"\.;.• HON. ?iEHBE~.: Hear, hear! 

!·!'nat is so different ?.bout the people 

out around Corner !lrcoJ.:, ~~r. Speaker, or the people around Gander, or 

Springdale, or those places? Are they lesser beings for sane reason? 

It 1-1as a political decision. . They kneH they could not get aHay ,.,ith 

it here, Hr. Speaker, because of the sheer numbers involved against them . 

The:l hoped to brazen it through. The opposition is there. It is kin<:'. 

of dissipated in that some is in Conne ?iw~;:, ant\ .>or·.'.e is in Sprin!!.dale, 

and some ::.s in Corner Brook. It is someHhat dissipated, not as 

concentrated as it ,.;auld be here on the Avalon. T'1ey :.-.n<Y,r they_ 1·7ould 

have lost none of their political scalps, hut perhaps their scalps 

ot~:endse, had they tried it in here. .\ncl t:..e ·r..inis ter is at least 

a ':lit honest 1-1hen he goes on television, C.?. C:., anrl tells them. ''\~e 

could not have it :1ere because He are too close to people." I t·•ill have 

llim kno~1 he is pretty close to ;:-eople out there including 3 ,4(1" t·ino 

signed t!1is petiti<;>n, sor.~e others w'~o have signed t!le petition t-re Hill 

:1ave ready for tomorrow, and other _petitions ,.,e tvill have a feu c!e.ys 

frow no1·1. 'r.1e point will be made, ~·rr .• 0-pea!·:er. It might tal~e a little 

lenge:;: ~ecause the people happen to live out in the sticl·.s instead of 

in the Avalon, but He tvill get the messap:e througJ:.. eventually. If 

they thought this I•' !IS a sound political decision they are 80ing to ':>e 

doins .~o~e secane\ thinking on this uitl!in a fel'' clays if they are not 

too stunned to t!link about it altogether. 

The hon. menber for !lay of Islanrls . 
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1 !R. l'OODROIY: 

SO:·!E 1:10!·T. l'E!·:TIETlS : 

· '!R. SPE.\.~ER: 

l.P .• HOODRC!i': 

Tape :·1o. 4328 

r!r. Speal,er -

- the great forestry of -

(inaudible) 

:tT-3 

In rising to support on this -

o~. oh! 

Order, please! Order, please! 

In. rising to make scr;;e remarks· on this 

petition, Hr. :::peaker, first of all I think we all have to reaEze t'..at 

·this is, at the present tine, an extremely controversial topic and in 

listening to· the speakers from the opposite side of the House I heard 

the I<Ord>used, "I think", not the.1;ords, "I knm/' .. 'To''• l:rr. Speaker, 

I am certainly conce:ned about the spraying because after all the 

livelihood of Central and ''t;>Etern Kewfoundland depenc!s upon our forests. 

I Hent last year twice, on-:~ ~dth severel members from the Opposition -

He lvent, lYe ·,:1ould. say, from Corner. Brook 
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~!R. ;.;QODROW: out to Stephenville and 

I flew over the Serpentine back to Stephenville over 

the Port au Port area again, and I certainly was deeply 

depressed to see hbw the forests had been destroyed by 

the spruce budworm. But I understand, ~r. Speaker, that 

there were no ill effects from the spray that took place 

last year. In fact, if I read the thing correctly, 

I understand that it helped our forests. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is very 

seri-ous. The unfortunate thing about this topic is that 

we are tossing this around in the political arena and_ 

it is going to have a terrible effect. This could hllve 
{ 

a devastating effect upon the lives of half of our 

Neto1foundlanders. So I am trying to look at it this way, 

Mr. Speaker: We have had scientists - !et us place it in 

the political arena for a while - we have had scientists 

from the Opposition side and from the government side of 

the House: we have. got the ad~ice from both of them . 

Surely, in fact, the bon. the Minister of Forestry and 

Agriculture is not doing this, for example, just to suit 

himself - he has already placed his seat on the line. 

I heard him say that out in Stephenville on Sunday. So 

surely to goodness, in fact, he is taking this with the 

administration and with those who are directing him. In 

other words, is he a fool, Mr. Sneaker! Are all the 

members on this side of the liouse fools or crazy? I hope 

to goodness they are not. 

~r. Speaker, I had one letter from 

Corner Brook o~ this. And I asked the gentleman - ~e was 

a teacher at the trade school. I received this letter 

about six weeks ag~. And I said to him, 'c-low listen, the 

best thing for you to do is to get a petition taken ~p and 

I will present that petition in the House of Assembly. 

A:; ;IQ;:. :IE:-!!!ER: ~ut will you support it? 

1.0028 . 
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HR. I.;QODROH: Of course, I will support it . 

I will support anythin~ that is go~d for the Province. 

A:{ EON. HE}!BER: 

:-JR. ~-iOODR0\1; 

SOME ~ON~ MEMBERS: 

:·IR. SPEAKER: 

l·IR. 'ilOO DROW: 

Arc you supporting this one? 

I am not finished yet, Hr.Speaker. 

Oh, oh! 

Order, please! 

I wou~d say, if the Opposition, 

Hr. Speaker, were serious about it they would keep it out 

of the political arena and put it to a non-political 

committee. Now I would also, Mr. Speaker, have to support 

the minister for the stand he has taken. 

l•!R. SH!MONS: 

HR. SPEAKER·: 

HR. S D!~!ONS: 

A point of orde~, Mr. Speaker. 

A point of order has come up . 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the member 

for Gander, now the member for Say of·Islands (Mr. Woodrow) 

is really chopping away, eating away at· a very important 

tradition in this Hous~, namely, that when there is a 

petition there is opportunity for the person presenting 

the petition on behalf of certain p~ople and then for others 

who speak to rise and express their support of the petition. 

I have listened to the member for some time and I was 

getting the drift of what he was saying, basically that 

he was in favour of the government's stand, which, 

Mr. Speaker, if yo~ read the prayer of the petition -

I tried to read it, but it is not on the table at the 

moment, it is now being scrutinized by the member for 

Gander (Mr. H. Collins) to see if the people on it are 

first class citizens or second class citizens -

A:·l !!ON. :!Ei-lilER: 

i!R. si:·:um;s: 

Yes, right. 

- so I am not sure of the exact 

prayer. But as I understand the prayer, it asks the 

government not to spray, very specifically not to spray 

for health reasons - that is the prayer of th• petition . 
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l1R. S INHONS: How the member for Bay of Islands 

(Hr. Woodrow) is saying he supports the minister, and 

of cour~e, we know what the minister's ~osition is, that 

he is in tavour of the s~ray programme. So the member 

cannot have it both ways, either he is for the petition 

or he is against the petition. Now I ao not trying to 

deny him the right to speak, but if he is against tha 

petition I will just say to him in all kindness, this is 

not the place to let his vie•s be kn~wn. 9e can do it 

in the Throne Speech Debace or in some other place, but 

he cannot stand and use the guise of supporting a 

petition to mount arguments which are i~ direct contradiction 

of the p·rayer of the petition, itself or the objective '~hic'h 

the petitioners would achieve. He is speaking now in direct 

violation of that stated objective in the prayer of the 

petition. And I submit, Mr. Speaker, not wanting to cut 

him off because there are other opportunities in the 

Throne Speech ~ebate .for him to speak, but it is not the 

place for him to record his contrary views to this particular 

petition . 
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A ~oint of order. 

I will hear the hon. gentleman to 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, the bon. gentleman admits 

that he baa .not seen the prayer of the petition for a good 

reason. I took it off the table a minute ago • 

MR. NEARY: Put it back on the table. Put it 

back where it should be, on the table of this House. 

XR. SPEAKER: Order, please!. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, would you ask -Mr. Soeaker, 

is .there any way that a member can stand on his feet without 

being abused by those two characte~s across the way, Sir? If 

there is, Sir, I would ask that you ask these gentlemen to 

keep their remarks to themselves until I finish my point of order . 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, on a point of privilege of 

the House. 

}fR. SPEAKER: A point of privilege. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I· would like ·to draw to Your 

Honour's attention that there bas been a.breach, Sir, of the 

privileges of this House inasmuch as a member has taken a .petition 

that was presented to the House about a half an hour ago, Sir, 

by the me~ber for Buchans. The ~ember, Sir, asked Your Henour 

leave of the House to put the petition on the table of the House 

and be referred to the department to which it relates. It is 

my opinion, Sir, the member for Grand Falls (}!r. Lundrigan) is 

not the department to which it relates. The petition has been 

stolen off the table ·of the House, Sir. It is now being circulated 

amongst the members on the government benches, Sir, and I ask 

Your Honour to instruct the Sergeant-at-Arms to go and seize the 

pe.tition and put it back on the table of the House where it belongs 

until it is dealt with by members on both sides of this House. 

SOt!E HON. ME!-ffiEF.S: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: 
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On that question of privilege, Your Honour. 

The han. Government House Leader. 

MR. HI~AN: I do submit that the bon. gentleman 

from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) is shockingly abusing the point of 

privilege and the question. of privilege of this House. Beauchesne 

says very clearly that points of privilege are matters that should 

be very seldom raised. Anyone knows, a child of ten would know , 

that anything that is tabled in this House so long as it is within 

the environs and confines of this House is accessible to any 

hart. member thereof. 

MR. NEARY: 

~~ .• HICKMAN: 

After tabling it. 

And to make a suggestion; to make an 

accusation in a most unparliamentary manner, I submit, 

Mr. Speaker, is an abuse of the privileges of this House. 

AN RON. ~ER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Mr. Speaker, on that question of privilege. 

Order, please! 

On the point of privilege which I thin~ 

can now be disposed of. I do not regard that there is a point of 

privilege as such. It is, I think, better procedure when a 

document is tabled, and there is only one of them for.that document 

to be left on the table. And for any bon. member who then 1<1ishes 

to see it may go and see it or read it or refer to it. If an 

han. member feels that he wants a copy of it, then certainly 

arrangements will be made for a photostatic copy of it. 

}'R. NEARY: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: But as long as there is only one copy then 

it certainly is preferable that that copy remain at the table. 

For example, a couple of weeks ago, there was some material tabled 

which was quite voluminous and there the procedure was that it 

would not be distributed until at .least some copies were made. 

So it certainly is preferable, unless and until there are copies 

available. that one copy rest at the table which will then give 

an opportunity to any member to read it at the table or to examine 

it or to scrutinize it. So I think that will look after that matter. 

The petition actually should be returned to the table. 
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H'R. SPEAKER: 

Now the point of order which preceded that -

?'R. NEAFY: How do we.know it is. all there?. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Otder., please! 

- was with respect to the methodology 

• of. speaking to petitions. There was no doubt that an han. 

member is not allowed to speak against a petition. The Chair 

assumes, -when it recognizes an han. member, that he is 

speaking to it, that he is supporting it• If an han. member 

is to state that he is opposed to the petition or speaking 

against it, then he would be out of order. I suppose there is 

a spectrum of. intensity of support. A person could support 

it very strongly and then perhaps a person could support it 

quite nominally perhaps -

~!R. ~IOODFOW : "Lukely." 

l·!R. SPEAKER: - yes, "Lukely" a person could support it, 

if there is ·such an adverb. 

m:.. 1\!00DROW. : Mr. Speaker, to a point of -

MR. SPEAK~R: But unless and until a person has clearly 

shown that he is speaking against it, then I think the Chair 

must assume that he is speaking for· it anywhere within that 

spectrum of voiciferously to "Lukely." 
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:'R • . r.:oor:r.c:;: 

l~en I ,,·as interrupted by the -

SO~T llON. :T.W!F.RS: 

the five minutes has expired. 

~'F .. ~?OODROH: 

~'R • SPEA~R: 

Tape llo. 4321 RT-1 

To a pob.t of nrder, l~r. Speaker. 

Oh, oh! 

Orde::.-, please! 

I regret to inform the han; gentleman 

A point of order, ~!r. Speaker. 

A point of order •. 

~ .. ~ .• HOODRO~..r: vlhen I '~as interrupted oy the !lon. member 

from - Not the hon.' cro,vd, I ~~ould not use that word as it is often 

us~d l•lhen I was interrupted, t!r. Speaker, I uas saying that the minister 

bas taken a stand and I congratulate ~im for taking a stand. It s':1o,vs · 

that he '1as guts. 

is -

l!r. Speal~er, to shaH :..oH controversial t!lis .topic 

SO!·:E !ION. :mmERS: l)h, oh! 

~·~. SPEAY..F.!t: Or~er, please!· Order, please! Order on 

both sirces! 

I realize that the 'Jon. gentlem<>.n ·l1oes 

•dsh to add some remar!cs to :.is previous subr.>issic·n anri that !-.is time has 

expired and ·that he, ~limself, has not -

SO~!E HOH. l!E?'~E!l.S: Oh, oh! 

~!'!'.. SPE!':.I:F.F.! Crder, please! Or<'er, _please! 

~~e, ~imself, has no!: •.t3eC personally ~1is entire .five mi:1utes ;ut th~ ru.!.zs 

are suc:1 that if the_five minutes is eXJ)ired, it is expirP.d, and it ·,:auld 

0e improper for ti-.e to allaH him now to continue unrler t!1e r,uise of a 

point of order. '!:1c only Hay the han. gentlenan ·can continue as can any 

r.on. me1:1ber is, of course, by ur..;:nimo,.ts conser.t. 

SOclE 1'.0" • YJ:::·l:DE?. S : 

:·.::R. ~;OOD3.0!·1: 

SOY"" ;;c;-.;. I·rt:!~ER~ : 

have consent? :;o, he clces not. 

IJh, oh! 

:·!r. Speal~er -

Order, please! ~ocs tl-..:•. hon. gentleP.an 

In t~e political fielt:l . 

1.0034 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•e 

• 

• 

• 

June 13, P7~ 

.,., 
:.:!.. .... 

:-::R • nconr..mr: 

saying. 

:·.::R. SPEAKER: 

DR. J . CCLLES : 

7tT-2 

Ordo~r, please: 

- ~•hie!"! sho"~ as nonsense t-r!l.at you are 

The hon. member for St. John's South. 

Fising in support of this petition I 

~-could like to make a few points in regard to that support. The first 

point in regard to the support, I think that any petition t~at comes 

in. here clearly means that there is a concern on the ;?art of a nuinber of 

citizens; and this is clearly set out in this petition. In that ·regard 

I certainly support the petition. Secondly, . I •..;ould support it if the 

spray programme is to be a single operation against. the spruce ~ud,.•orm. 

If tllis is not to be just an opening gambit, in other '"orrls, scJ!",e means 

of just getting initial contz:ol and t:1ereafter go on to a fuller control 

programme, I 'muld he against the spray progratnl!le. If, on the other hand, 

c:..is is to be a means of getting on top -of an acute enerp.ency situation 

almost, and t':len ~:ringing up the other forces, I feel that I can rmpport 

the concerns of the citizens expreBserl in this petition, but I Foulr1. ''e 

reassurP.-1. ::::: such a method. -r11e third point I hava t01ere is this th.at 

I understand. the concerns really -::elated to !>ealth, and I t:1ink it should 

be cle2.rly, as clee.rly as tole can, set· out ,.,h. at the health :1azards are here. 

If there are no he2.lth hazards, then clearly the petitioners can :;c 

reassnrecl: :':"hey still have t:le right to petition but t!l.e:,c <could then 

be petit:O-oning Pitl)out full knoHledp.c. T. •;ould li':P., therefore, to just 

give the information available to me, personally, in regard to 

the healt!-, ~-,e.zarcls in te=.s of tl:>.is sprey progra="" ;;:1.r1 t!'.e cr.enic.?.l 

being used. As I mentioned in the 1-'ouse a .1.1 ttle '·chile a eo, the ini'ono.~t:i.on 

that I i1ave is that if you put all t!"1iS spray ll'aterial th<>.t is ')<~in:; uswl 

in the Gander are'l cliro;,<:tly into r-ander Lal:e it st.C.1_ ·.-:ould :1,)t get above 

the safety level set out hy the Fe<]eral .r.overnment . 

In addition to the.t, 1 tool ... the opportunity 

of lool·.ing throug!1 the Index ':e(!icus for 1~77 in reg.ar-:! to the latest 

research ~·iork in "':.eye's syrvlrome. ~~ye' s syndros'= is t:-~e particular 
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• D!l. • J • COLL WS : disease process that comes to the fore 1vl:en 

ones talks of a forest spraying. Just he fore going int·o that, '-'r. Speaker, 

I might mention that recently I got a piece of literature from 1·;ayne 

t'niversity Hhich is the centre for Reye 's syndrome research, and this 

• ·outlined the .. progral!!D1es that they follo~l in conducting their researches. 

In none of the items set out there '"as the forest spraying one of the areas 

being lookec intc·. And this is confirmed by - In the :n·!ex :.•ed{cus 

even though this is quite a rare disease, Reye's syn~ro~e, in children, 

• there were something like tr.irty•five to forty articles in the HorJ.d 

literat~re, and not one of these articles -They covered many areas but 

not one of these articles dealt 1dth chemical spraying. 

!!ear, hear! 

• DF.. J. COLLINS: So, the information I have is th~t the 

;1ealth hazards, even though the spraying of anything, I ;vou!d suggest, 

is undesirable 

• 

• • • --
• 

• 

• 
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DR. COLLINS: unless there is come counter-

vailing benefit the health hazards from the spraying are 

of such an order that I would not have thought that they 

would be a big consideration considering the risks to 

the economy of this Province if the forest management 

situation ~ot.out of hand . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

MR. MURPHY: Very nicely said. It is good 

to hear from someone who knows what they are talking about. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

and Manpower. 

The hon.· the Minister of Labour· 

MR .. ROUSSEAU: I have another petition that I 

·would like to present to the House of Assembly. 

SOME Hot-'. MEMBERS: Oh, oh ~ 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Does anybody want to speak? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. MORGAN: I will decide when I want to 

speak in the House. I do not have to be told by the 

Opposition when to speak in the House. 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) 

MR. MORGAN: I will decide when to speak, 

I do not need 'Steve Neary' to tell me to speak. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Order, please! Order~ 

The hon. the minister. 

This is the second petition I 

have received from my district within a couple of weeks • 

I received it today so I am not going to sit on it and I 

am not going to leave i.t until ·tomorrow which is Wednesday. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS:. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

yesterday. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Sit down! Sit down! 

Oh, you got yours, did you? 

We got ours the day before 

Well, it might have come in 

yesterday. Anyway, Mr. Speaker, I must say that the hon . 

member from Eag1e River (Mr. Strachan) did mention that he 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: had some calls on it, and 

I had a number of calls on it besides the names on the 

petition. It is a very serious petition to the people 

of Labrador West in that .it is a petition signed by 

some 500 or 600 peopl~ who·are.protestin~ the possibility 

of the establishment of premixer, a batch plant at the 

intersection which leaves the Labrador City - Wabush 

road to Ferment down to Dooley Lake·. I would like to 

read the prayer of the petition, Mr. Speaker, if I may. 

"That we the residents of 

Dooley Lake, Summer cottage area, vigourously protest 

the proposed operation of a batch plant on the Inlet 

River at the North end of Dooley Lake. 

The prevailing winds Northerly 

winds in Western Labrador would ultimately cause the entire 

provincial park and cottage to be blanketed with the same 

sort of dust pollu~ion that envelops Labrador City -

Wabush, the discomforts from which we sought to escape 

within this non-industrial environment. 

Additionally, the river along­

side the ·proposed plant location, the· banks of which offer 

choice camping_ sites, empties into Dooley Lake and drainage 

from a cement operation would pollute both the river and 

the lake in the immediate vicinity of the provincial park, 

golf club and our cottage area, all of which is situated 

at the North e_nd of the lake or along the Northwestern 

shore near such inlet. 

For someone to suggest that 

there would be no pollution from such an industrial 

installation is grossly irresponsible and comparable to 

utterances that the tailings discoloured Wabush and 
II 

Shabogamo watershed is not polluted. We question that 

these same environmental·experts would be prepared to fish 

or swim in the muddy, re~ hued filth which is all that 

remains of the once crystal clear forty miles stretch of 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 

drink from it • 

wilderness water let alone 

To permit a similar fate in 

respect of Dooley Lake and its rivers would be inexcusable 

and intolerable and we must insist.that action be taken 

immediately to protect this recreational area by 

prohibiting the operation of a batch plant or any other 

industrial undertaking within pollution spewing range of 

our air or water." 

My name appears on it 

enthusiastically as a supporter of the petition, Mr. 

Speaker. ·As I say, in this area the people in Labrador 

West;· landlocked as they are,for the most part have a 

problem in respect to recreation. This is probably, per 

capita, one of the highest used recreational areas in the 

Province during the SUmmertime for those young people who 

do not have the seniority,.or other people who cannot get 

out because of the great.cost. They use this to quite an 

extent. I have taken the matter up already with the 

officials of the department, yesterday, because, as I have 

said·, I have rec'eived other phone calls and .letters on it, 

and today with the minister, ·and they are holding it up to 

take another look at it. 

I think it is a question where 

somebody. says it is a mile from the park·. It is a mile 

from the park but it is almost at the intersectionof going 

down to the park. This is one of the areas in our wilderness 

in Lanrador and I think the same thing applies to the Island 

of Newfoundland, we do not want to see this sort of thing. 

I sweat over four years to have included in the Labrador -

DREE agreement an industrial park. I took a lot of flack 

for it until we finally got it, and we got it. Mr. Lessard 

called it Rousseau's dream, and it was, it was the only part 

of the DREE agreement we got. That is the place where a 

batch plant should go, in that industrial area, and not in a 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: recreational area that means 

so much to the people of Western Labrador . 

MR. SIMMONS: (Inaudible) why do they 

want it? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I have no idea why. I cannot 

fathom a reason why because there is now an industrial 

·park there and they can do it there., why put it out there? 

But apparently there was a pit that was used there prior to 

the park being put there. 

MR. SIMMONS: (Inaudible)· 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, it is - well, referrals have 

gone out to the various departments. It is a permit under 

Crown lands that they have applied for. i have asked them 

to hold it up and it is up to the minister. I would 

hope that every. sympathetic consideration would be given to 

it. I do not want t9 inconvenience the company that is 

providing jobs up there but.there are other opportunities 

in other areas to do that. It is a very, very important 

item for-the people of Western Labrador 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: and like I said,per 

capita, I would think that more people use that park 

than any other park in the Province. 

I would heartily endorse 

this petition. I would ask the very sympathetic 

consideration and understanding of the department of . 

Forestry and Agriculture, the Crown Lands Division, and 

the minister to make certain·that such a thing will not 

happen to one pf the very few wilderness areas that we have 

in Labrador, in Western Labrador especially • 

As many people know, the 

companies own most of the area up there and there is very 

little· opportunity for the people to. have'their own 

recreational area. I fully and enthusiastically support 

the petitiorl, I ask that it be tabled and referred to the 

department to which it relates, the Crown Lands Division 

of the Department of Forestry and Agriculture. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the member for Eagle 

River. 

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, as I have said 

we have copies, I think. The member for LaPoile· (Mr. 

Neary) has a copy of the petition. I am glad the minister 

presented the petition. It was very timely. I heartily 

endorse the prayer of the petition. We have received a 

number of calls over the last week concerning this problem. 

The people of Labrador City and Wabush have very little 

opportunity to get out during the working year, out from 

Labrador West and so the Dooley Lake area and the whole 

wilderness area around there is very important to these 

people. The question of building a hatching plant very 

close to their site of recreation and enjoyment, pollution 

free enjoyment, is:very important. 

I support the petition. I 

believe that in .Labrador West where 15,000 or 17,000 people 

are living with a great deal of pollution around them, 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

ore mines, the dust • 

pollution from the iron 

Also the Southern Lake area, 

the Wabush Shabogamo Lake area, which is red, absolutely 

red with tailings, an .area which should be investigated 

as well because it is .extremely polluted • 

. I thin~: there are two 

problems in the West as far as pollution is concerned, 

one is the dust from the problem and the other is the 

tailings. emptying into this forty mile watershed which 

is absolutely .red. I think the only area left to the 

people there. is the Dooley Lake area and now a batching 

plant is going to be situated there for convenience sake. 

I do not think there was any other reason; just pure 

convenience sake. I think it is very timely that this 

should be stopped before they proceed too far. I agree 

with the minister here, that the industrial park there 

was created for that purpose and why they did not locate 

there, or why they did not look at a site there I do not 

know. I do not understand the reason for it, but I think 

the people are very right in getting up very quickly and 

very angry about it since it is the only recreational 

area they have left. 

! support the prayer of the 

petition and hope that others will feel that this question 

is a very serious one and will also look into other areas 

of pollution in Labrador West which I think should be looked 

into because itbis a serious situation, as I have said, 

especially the watershed area which was once a crystal 

clear lake and river system but is now filthy. Although 

experts·, again some say government· experts, have indicated 

there is nothing wrong with it., I am sure that no member in 

this House of Assembly would either fish or swim in it let 

alone drink the water from it and I think that area needs 

to be looked into. I support the prayer of the petition • 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER(Collins): 

MR. MORGAN: 

The hon. the Minister of Tourism. 

Mr. Speak.er, I fully support 

the petition from the residents of Labrador City and 

Wabush in relation to the possible pollution of both 

the water and the dust and.the camping rounds in Dooley 

Lake. The park there is a provincial park operated by 

the Parks Division of my department.. In fact, I will go 

so far as to say, Mr. Speaker, I would like in the future 

for the minister responsible for Crown lands and Crown 

land permits, that whenever an application is made by 

companies concerned in setting as in this case, a batch 

plant, or any kind of a plant that is going to affect the 

recreation areas, that the Crown Lands committee must and 

should refer the application to the Parks Division, 

Department of Tourism so. we can have our say. In most 

cases, I would imagine, our say would be negative, we would 

not approve any kind of a facility to be established in an 

area that is going to affect a recreation area, and in 

particular, a provincial park. 

So I would like to make the 

recommendation, in supporting the petition, that in future 

applications made of that nature, before they are approved 

by the Department of Health and the Crown Lands Committee 

in.the Department of Forestry and Agriculture and other 

departments, that also the Parks Division of the Tourism 

Department be involved as well so we can put a stop to 

this kind of thing in the future. I support the petition 

fully. 

MR. SPEAKER(Collins): 

MR. NEARY: 

The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

Mr. Speaker, the sponsors of 

this petition·, Sir, were good enough to send me along a 

copy and my colleague and I discussed it a couple of days 

ago. We received our copies the day before yesterday. So 

we discussed it and we decided·to hold off until today • 

Today was the deadline and either my colleague or myself was 

going to table the petition because we felt that thehon. 
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}<r. Nea:ry . 

gentleman had it going on three days the same as we did. Hell 

maybe there was a delay in the mail. 

Al.'l HON. ME}ffiER: 

~:F. NEARY: 

Outside the building. 

Outside the building. That is why 

1~e gave the minister a jump on it. We did not want to come 

in and try to upstage the minister. So I support the petition, 

Sir, although the hon. gentleman mentioned in his support of the 

minister, the hon. minister, that he thought it should be put 

in the Industrial !ark. Well now, Sir, I do not know if .that 

is the kind of an industry that should go in the industrial park. 

Hould that be the place to put it? You are still going to get 

these smokestack;; spewing out dust arid ·smoke and fumes out 

in the Industrial Park. I think it is the kind of an industry 

that should be put off somewhere by itself,. because in the 

Industrial Park you are going to have - it is going to be 

fairly clean, I presume, a clean area, the Industrial Parks 

that I have seen around, like Donovans Industrial Park and the 

one we have outside Port aux Basques there. Certainly, I would 

not want to see that kind of an industry go in there. All it 

~~ill do is mess up the place. 

1-lR. STPACHAN: 

1-'R. NEARY·: 

any difference 

Well, I do not know. It does not make 

Tf you pu~ it in the middle of an Industrial 

Park, you are still going to have one heck of a mess on your 

hands. And the 500 or 600 people, Sir, who signed the petition -

I presume this is motivated by the people who have the summer cottages 

dotrn there -

HR. ROUSSEAU: Everybody in the area signed it. 

MR. NEARY: - everybody in the area. Well, I know, but 

it was motivated by them, and I agree·with that, Sir. I think that this 

area should be reserved for the. people who li,ve in Wabush and Labrador City 
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Mr.~ 

that they should not allow themselves to become blanketed with 

dust and pollution fn the· river and this plant spewing out 

dust ·and muck and dirt. Most of the people in Labrador 

West, Sir, like the outdoors. It is probably one of the 

better forms of recreation that they have, the wildlife, the 

outdoors, camping and that sort of thing, skiing • And I think 

it would be a shame, Sir, to destory the place where they 

camp and where they have their summer cottages. So I support 

the prayer of the petition, Sir, and I hope that before the 

hen. minister who is responsible for the environment passes 

in his resignation, Sir, that one of his last acts will be to 

put a stop to that plant from going in that area • 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Naskaupi. 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, I take pleasure in standing 

to support the petition which was presented by my colleague 

from Menihek, the Minister of ~abour and Manpower, signed by 

500 or 600 people, I believe, and it relates to a hatching pi ant -

I think was the name of the unit that is being installed there -

which I understand, at least, is used for the manufacture, if you will, 

of asphalt. We have one in the Otter Creek area of Goose Bay, 

Hr. Speaker_, and I can tell you that the environment is suffering 

as a result of it with the tar and the pitch and everything else· 

that is lying around the area. But this petition, I believe, 

dralvS attention to a couple of items as they relate to Labrador, 

number one, the environment which - we have a vast part of the 

country up there and the possibility of polluting that· environment 

through this sort of an effort and you compound the situation in 

~'enihek district ·••hen you think of the f.ron ore dust and the tailings 

tvhich the hon. member for Eagle River (Hr. Strachan) ·referred to. 

And then you consider that there is so much space in the area tvhere 

this sort of a plant could be erected, it seems a little ludicrous 

to me that anyone ~10uld want to install such a hatching plant in 

what has been -classified as a recreation area. 

:10045 



• 

• 

• 

• 
e 

• 

• 

•e 

•· 

• 

• 

• 

June 13, 1978. Tape no. 4324 Page 3 - ms 

}'r. Goudie. 

I support ·the prayer of the petition, 

Mr. Speaker, and would hope that the appropriate minister 

will take action. 

M R. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Burgee - Bay d'Espoir: 

MR. SIMiONS: Just a brief word in-support of the 

petition. The Dooley Lake area is one that I know somewhat 

having done some cross-country skiing there and ski-dooing 

and also some su1!Dilertime· activities as well. It is a delightful 

area, and I know that the people in Labrador City ~ Wabush 

enjoy it particularly, because it is one of the few areas 

that they can go really. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: It is the orily one. 

MR. SI'I1MONS: It is the only recreational area. That 

is right, _exactly. And I only spent, myself, two or three 

months in the Wabush area some years ago. But every time I go 

there I get the distinct impression that people would like to 

have some place to go outside the i11D1lediate enVirons of the 

two towns concerned, and this is an absolutely delightful spot. 

With the landmass we have, certainly around Labrador City, 

there is no need, Mr. Speaker, even if there only a two and 

one-half per cent chance of any pollution or dust problem, there 

is no need, with the land availability we have, to put that 

plant anywhere near a recr2ation area. There is no need at all. 

It is just that simple. Now I understood from an exchange in the 

House a moment ago that the environmental people have approved 

that and that kind of 
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- needs 

On reference from Crown Lands. 

From Crown Lands, yes. 

Environmentally, it does not affect anything -

and whatever Crown Lands decide to do, you-know. 

Yes, yes,. okay. Well~ perhaps that clarifies it 

somewhat. I cannot understand how it cou.ld be approved but then 

again I do not understand what a batch plant is. It is some 

kind of a cement· bulk plant or something of that natu"re as I understand 

it. And from the ones I have seen there is a fair amount of dust 

emanating from it. do not care what the environmental controls are. 

Dust is dust. And say, Mr. Speaker.- perhaps the best way of 

characterizing this - I sa~ that any ~an who spends eight hours 

a day in the pellet plant in Labrador City, eating the dust, should 

not hav€ to go out and eat the dust.with his supper out in Dooley 

Lake in the evening· or on a Sunday. It is just too much -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SIMMONS: That is right, exactly, exactly, and that is the 

issue, Mr. Speaker, that if there is any kind of a risk here at all -

and it seems to me that there is - that the last place _it should go 

is in a campsite or summer cottage. It is a beautiful spot out there, 

and those who have not been to Labrador City should make it a point 

when you go of seeing this particular area~ It is a choice location. 

It is a delightful spot for a provincial park which is-operating 

there and for the cottage area and an all year recre~tion spot is.· 

what it is - a year round recreation spot, I think it is fair to put 

it that way. And· this must be preserved_, and I certainly support the 

prayer of the petition presented by my friend from Menihek . 
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NOTICES OF MOTION: 

The hon. Minister of Justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that 

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill, "An Act To Provide 

For Change Of Name." (Bi 11 No. 64). 

'MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour. 

.MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will 

on tomorrow ask ·1 eave to introduce a bi 11, "An Act To Amend The 

Newfoundland Teacher (Collective Bargaining) Act, 1973." (Bill No. 66). 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR·WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN: 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the hon. member 

for Baie Verte -White Bay (Mr. Rideout) is in·the environs of the 

House I suppose that I might give the answer on record and 

maybe his colleagues - he brought up the question yesterday about the 

ILO and the banning of asbestos ·mining, and I undertook to check it 

out for him, and I have a note here, because I wanted to check and 

make.sure what_ the situation was before I said anything. Some-three 

weeks ago I was· advised by the Inter-provincial Rel_ations Division 

of the Canada Department of Labour of the possibility of such a 

resoltuion being put on the floor of the current ILO conference in 

Geneva by the chairman of the workers' group, the ex-president of 

CLC, Mr. Joe Morris. I was told that it was not definite that the 

resol\otion would be ·put there, but in the event that it was, I was 

asked what our reaction would be. I informed my counterpart that 

we would have strong. objection to such a resolution since it would 

mean the possible loss of a large number of jobs in this Province. We 

would join in efforts to make asbestos·production safer for workmen 

rather than further erode the possibi 1 ity of employment. After hearing 

the matter ~aised in the House yesterday, I again contacted the Inter-provincial 

Affairs Secretariat for explicit information on the resolution. They are 
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Mr .. Rousseau. 

still uncertain whether the resolution has been or will in fact 

be introduced during this year's conference. They do know that 

the workers' delegate, Mr. Joe Morris, intended to desposit the 

resolution with the Resolution's Committee at the beginning of the 

conference. If the resolution is favourably considered by the 

Resolution's Committee of the ILO, it would have to be debated 

on the floor of the conference and would in all probability be 

opposed by employer groups and by government groups. In any event 

it could not be considered as a subject of a convention of the ILO 

which Canada as a member nation would be asked to ra-tify until at 

least a year from now. There is no doubt that we will have adequate 

·opportunity to express our views if the resolution does receive 

favour during the current session of the ILO in Geneva. 

In the meantime and to make sure that 

there is no mistake in the position of this government, the Inter-provincial 

Relations Division are in the process of sending a telex to the Canadian 

delegation in Geneva to determine what the current status of the 

resolution may be. And just to be sure that we do not get our 

wires mixed, I sent a telex to the Minister of Labour in Ottawa 

expressing our concern over the matter with a suggestion that the 

rights of the workers could be better served by ensuring safety in 

the wor~ place rather than eliminating their means of earning a livelihood. 

So in all likelihood if this is_a resolution, it will be debated, and 

if it meets favour, it will not get on until next year in which we 

will have an opportunity to go on record as a government. But in the 

meantime I have to inform my counterpart in Ottawa, the hon. John Monroe 

that we would be opposing this situation. Our feeling is tha~ we 

would like to have this asbestos operation in this Province continue , and 

that we would continue to support the asbestos industry in this Province 

and hope that we could by making it the safest operation in Canada and 

continue. its existence. We will express that in any meetings we have with 

the federal government in re?pect to any positions they take at the ILO . 

meetings next year. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS: 

MIL SPEAKER: Opposition House leader. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, my qu.estion is for the 

Government House leader, Sir. In view of the mounting protest, the 

savage protest over Bill 50 and the passing. of Bill 50 in this 

session of the House, is the Government House leader now ~1i ll i ng to 

admit that because of the representations that are being made 

and the ;nounting opposition of this bill that it will be left 

over until the Fall session or the next ~itting of the House of 

Assembly and the government not rush into passing this bill and 

implementing its clauses until. the people have a chance to study 

·the bi 11 and make their feelings known to the government? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister • 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, obviously I cannot indicate 

to the House what government's intention is with respect to the 

bill other than the intention that was indicated as a result of 

introducing the bill, that government feels that it is good 

legislation and hopes that it will commend it and that the 

legislation will seek the approval of this House. I do draw 

to the hon. gentleman's attention and the House that it is not 

correct to say that residents in the area involved ·have not had 

an opportunity to react to the· bill and the proposal. Firstly, 

a biN quite similar to this bill was introduced during the last 

session of the House last June and was scheduled to come on for 

debate on or about June 12 of last year and it was suggested 

that it be left over, and the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing indeed more than suggested; asked that it be held over 

for a year for p~ople to be given an o~portunity to react· to it. 

Over and above that, it is my understanding that that bill to a 

very large extent is .based upon the report and recommendations contained 

in the Henley Commission and numerous citizens of this·area appeared 

before and made representation to the Henley Commission . 
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Mr. Hickman • 

I have not ·seen the savage opposition 

as described by the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary). I have 

seen requests and heard requests through the media of people 

wanting some further explanation on particular clauses contained 

therein, and I b~lieve.that my collegue , . the hon. Minister of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing has been ready, willing and able 

to furnish such explanations and has furnished them in the main 

to the satisfaction of those who enquired. 

MR. NEARY: No! 

MR. HICKMAN: Those who were fortunate enough to 

see the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housi.ng on a 

recent programme on CBC would certainly, I think, be struck by 

the tremendous benefits that would accure to.people in this 

area when once that bill becomes law. Other than that my 

colleague, the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs <'.nd Housing 

will, I believe, be .in his place on tomorrow, if not on tomorrow, 

certainly on Thursday, and it is not the intention to call that 

bill on Thursday ·sO hon •. gentiemen will once again have an opportunity 

to ask or to enquire of the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing as to any other·matters that may be concerning them 

with respect to this legislation. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker; we are not going to 

wait for the hon. gentleman. ~Je have no faith at all in the 

hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Sir. We feel, 

. M~. :Speaker; that in view of the mounting protests that the 

bill should be deferred and I am going to ask the minister to 

reconsider Bill 50, regional government, and lay the bill on the 

table of the House until the people have an opportunity to have 

some input in it which they have ·not had. so far. And the minister 

can ·tell the House all he·wants that this is so. It is not so. 

It is only now that'the people are getti~g interested in it. And, 
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Mr. Neary . 

Mr. Speaker, what they are ma.inly concerned about 

in the. early stages of this regional government, Sir, is the 

appointment -

MR. HICKMAN: What is the questio'n? 

MR. NEARY: I am coming to it, Sir.· 

- is the appointment of members 

of the board. Now is the government going to reconsider. this 

matter? This seems to be oneof the parts that the people 

are violently protesting. Will the minister consider this aspect 

of it and allow the.councils around the greater St. John's area 

and the City of St. John's itself to elect their members to this 

board .rather than have them appointed that is if the government insist 

on goin9_ahead with this bill? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR: HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, firstly for the record,· 

Bil.l No. 50, being a bill, "An Act To Establish The Northeast Avalon 

Urban Region has been on the table of 
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:~IC:::'?·.:i.: - t~is hen. ~:ause for nuite so~e ti:ne 

and ho>.s 'oeen ;:-.c>.de ?U,.,lic fer quite sotne til!'e, and there !1<>-',''1 h<!e':'. 

Very ~eanir.gful .-:1.iscussio!'ls C(?.tl·:-een the hon. t~1P. '"'i:1ister t"f 'tnnici:pfll 

:\.ff~irs and Housinz and interestec! _grOtt?S goi:-13 On for a lon-;, !.o~.g 

ti:1a. 

!-!it~ respect ::o t:1e other COT':!ne~t: of 

t':e l1on. :ne!!lber for LaPoile (:1r. 'i;eary) t<ith respect to particular 

provisions of the i.:ill, tnat surely is the subject r-,attP.r for debate 

on second readir.£ • l-:e hear that this is a debe.ting forutl and surely 

t:-.at is the tiiUe to C:ebate that, and ••hilst, I a::1 sure, if i'!Y colleague 

,,,as here he HOulcl not object to a debate durin~ Question Period it 

seer..s to me t:,at it is some•·,hat in violntion of the rnles. 

A sup!'let::entary, Sir . 

Sup?le!:'.entary. Fon. ;,e,.,ber for !,afoile. 

Foulc! the ninister in<'icate to t::Ce ::ouse 

t~!at before tl-.is iJill is ra~ed t~r.ough anrJ s~-:_overl do~·:-n t::e t!-!roats of 

'tile people ,._.;·,o live in ·t'le greater St. John's area, t::>.e ;.>eor>le the::-.sel •.rP.s 

~-1ho live in the outs::irts of St. John's, in the comunities that are 

invoJ.•.ret!, if they 1-rill be given a chance by secret ballot ir. a referenc:l.un 

or a plebisc:!.te to vote Hhetl-.er or not they •.;ant t':e t:;pe of rer;ional 

sovernment that is sp-:\llec out in this bill? ~;ill t~ey ~e given a:1 

opportunity to express their vie•·.'S by secret b.~J.lot 1:-eforP. r-.•e nec';;te 

the matter he.re in t1":is House? 

l':on. ~oinister. 

I a711 on ve~r tic1:-.lish r.roo:::-1 r..o•·t, '~r. ~rea:·.er, 

~ecause ! ,qm. going to have to evolv~ a ztrcng ~ri!lCi~le of t:,.e :.ibe::-::zl 

~arty as laid c!mm t;y t!1eir lear..er, the ~ig:1t ;'on. Pierre I:lliott 

TrudeP..u ~,;~1en 1.1e Has asked last ?ear, or the ~rear before last, to ~~old a 

.secret hal lot, across _t::anac!a l:><:fore irr.plener>.ting controls. r•e sai(l t:,at a 

governnent tolat governs by secret 1;allot i.s ;c.ot governi:1g at all anrl that 

it ~-1ould he an insult to 1'arlii1v.ent to cv~n S11gg~st ~ as ~:e pnts it, that 

t:1ere shou~_,.f ~>e plebiscites on ratters t:,at fall ~ . .;ithir~ t~e legisJ.ative 
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responsibility of ?arliau.ent • 

n~ ~ 
... 1.-L 

I have said has t:o be sorne1,·hat tvithout prejudice but, again, I ar.1 preparec 

to rely on that ~-Tell-established Liberal dogma and doctrine. 

Eear, hear! 

I nost definitely Hould not see any nason 

<v!1y. t:<at course of action should be follolved. ':'C:l.ere will be good de;>ate, 

I l1ope, in this House, responsible debate in this Eouse -

. .., 
l.w. .... 'iEAP.Y: Do not tvorry. You will get it . 

-' on this bill. I !mow we "ill get deaate 

!Jut I 11as emphasi::ing the tvord, 1 responsible'. · Fesponsible debate. And I 

have no doubt -

You uill get more responsible debate than 

tve get responses to fire investigations . 

~T .. i1IC!~.An: - !~d I nave no noubt that the hon. gentlenan 

opposite Hill pay particular heed to the hon. members respresenting this 

area,as I knoH I Hill, t>rho have har. very close l.iaison <Tith their people -

Y2 .• :~EAiY: They are out of touch . 

- on this very vital matter and I ;rould he 

prepared to take a calculated risk and stigeest the.':, indeec., they are not 

out of - The hon. gentlemen >.;-ho represent the areas of St. John 1 s anr' 

Fer:-yland and i:onception Bay South and Harhour ~~ain-Rell Is lane'. are, indeed, 

ve~1 nucC:J. in touch. 

You are loo!:ine at it from a vantare point on 

I".ennies ~!ill ~oad. 

'-T .• srr:AJ.(J:r.: The l1on. nember for l·Iindsor-~uchans to t>e 

follm-:ed by tl:e ~;on. gentler.;an from Eurgeo-!lay c' 1 Espoir. 

:"F .. FLIGET.l ~-'.r. Speaker~ i!l ·t!-:.e ahsence of the T'rei"iier 

ar.d t!"!.e vinister of Energy, I ~:ant to r.!irP.ct t~is question to the .. ~inister 

of ?'inance anc:!, ohviously, ~1e l'lay have been the minister ,.,ho should :1ave 

been as::.ec t1-,e cruest:!.on in t:~e first place, I ;J.n not sure. 

I ;-;ould '''ant the minister to i!'.r!icate 1-1hether 

or not r.ollevino !:.rothers 1 tender is still hei!'!g co:-~sidere~ ':-'' l 1yc1ro, 
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i·!R. · FL I GilT : t-~hether or not Col~_a,Tino are going to 

be given t~.e right to d.t!-.d:i:a~~ their tender ann :f.ncrease the amount 

tendered by around $4 ,son ;oon on the Hinds Lake project, lvhether or not 

C('l]avino is going to get the right to uithr!ra1~ their tender and increase 

the amount asked in that ter..der by $4 ,5~!) ,ono? 

:-s.. SPE.:\l~R; !'.on. Hinis ter. 

Hr. Speaker, I am not aHare that Collavino 

t•ere given the right to withdraw their tender . 

?CR. IT.IGF.'!: That is ~•hat I am asking.. Are they? That 

is the question. Are they going to be given that right? 

l·:::t. HICI::!-'AN: ~o my knowledge they. are not going to be 

given the right to. •nthdraw their tender . 

: 1\. F.: IGIIT: 

:-:r... SPEAKER: 

ER. 'FLIGHT : 

Supplementary, Hr. Speal~er. 

Supplementary. 

Could the i!inister of Finance tell the 

;:ouse Hhether or not Collavino is cons:!.-J.ered a local coll'pany for the 

purpose of a ten percent leeway in the tendered price? ~-:e knm< that with the 

local contracting firms it is Government policy to allat·I the!'! a ten percent · 

differential in tendered price. 
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MR. FLIGHT: It does not apply to 

Collavino Brothers when they are tendering in opposition 

to local contractors. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Minister. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, to my knowledge 

Collavino Borthers are not a Newfoundland company. But 

I say that, to my knowledge, because the practice has 

grown across Canada for large national companies to 

incorporate local companies. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Order! 

MR •. HICKMAN: 

t may -

MR. NEARY: 

scandal (Inaudible). 

MR .. HICKMAN: 

Oh, oh! 

Order, please! Order, please! 

For instance; Mr. Speaker, if 

They are involved in a 

I take. it the han. gentleman 

from Buchans would like some factual answers • 

MR. FLIGHT: 

too. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

a local company -

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

I have a few sUpplementaries 

Right. 

If Collavino have incorporated 

Collavino. 

Collavino - under the provisions 

of the Newfoundland Companies Act, then I would assume they 

are a local company. Because one of the main reasons for 

the policy which is not peculiar to Newfoundland of giving 

local preference is that if it is a company incorporated in, 

say, this Province, then the corporation tax that is collected 

by the federal government a certain amount is rebated to 

the Province. Insofar as employment is concerned, well, it 

makes very little difference because they presumably employ 

Newfoundlanders, and that is written into the contract anyway. 

It is a question of the profits and a question of the taxes, 
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MR~ HICKMAN: but I do not know. If 

Collavino is not incorporated in the Province of 

· Newfoundland, if it is not a Newfoundland company, if 

as is.·_p~j.ng inferred that it is from outside the Province 

then obviously, the preference that is provided Newfoundland 

companies is not available here • 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

If on the other hand it is a 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker . 

A supplementary. 

Mr. Speaker, this topic is 

a very serious situation, there is a lot of money involved 

according to what we read and what we hear. I have had 

some fairly de~ent sources tell me that there is a very 

ticklish situation existing. Does Hydro, a Crown corporation, 

I ask the minister, does Hydro, A crown.corporation have 

the same regulations apply to them? The Province when 

accepting tenders· allows a 10 per cent overrun, or 10 per 

cent higher to local contractors as opposed to mainland 

contractors or companies not involved in Newfoundland or 

not incorporated. Now, as a Crown corporation does that 

rule alsp apply to Hydro? Do they permit a contractor to 

be 10. per cent over a local firm? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I really cannot 

answer that question. I do not know the answer to it •. The 

question, if it could be asked on tomorrow to my. colleague 

the hon. the Minister of Public t'lorks and Services, .because 

I do not know . 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

final? 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

A supplementary, ~~. Speaker. 

A final supplementary. 

Did he say final or second 

Second final . 

Final final. 
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MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, would the 

minister indicate to the House - now he has indicated in 

his first answer that Col lavina. wo.uld not be perrni tted 

to withdraw the tender. Collavino have adrni tted publicly 

and in writing that they made a manual error of $4.5 

million and have asked to withdraw their tender and 

increase it by that amount. The minister has indicated 

that they are not going ·to be permitted. Would the 

minister indicate to-the House whether or not Collavino 

is going to have to lose, give up. their bid bond which 

in this case would be $1.6 million? 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. minister. 

MR. HICKMAN: That question, Mr. Speaker, 

I cannot answer. But I suggest that the way the han • 

gentleman is putting it the question is. an oversimplification. 

If, for instance, Collavino's bid was substantially below, 

and the indication I saw in the press suggests that it was, 

then, obviously, it would.not be in the best interest of 

the taxpayers of this Province to rely on a technicality 

and say we will go to number 2, say, $12 million higher. 

That would be silly and I am sure that the hon. gentleman 

from _Windso~--- Buchans (Mr. Flight) would not suggest we 

do that. 

.If the company withdrew and 

the bail bond was availed of that still would put the 

taxpayers of Newfoundland many millions of doilars behind 

the -eighth ball. I would think,· and from what I understand, 

is that there is not a question of a withdrawal of the bid 

by Collavino, but the matter is-· 

MR. NEARY: Was it-done-deliberately? 

MR. HICKMAN: I have no idea. I am never 

prepared to say anyone does anything deliberately if I have 

no proof thereof. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated I would re9ognize 
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MR. SPEAKER: the hon. gentleman from 

Burgee - Bay d'Espoir next • 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a question for 

the Minister of Tourism. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

minister? 

MR. SIMMONS: 

Are you picking on the 

No, I am not picking ori him. 

We know we can get information from this minister, Mr. 

Speaker • 
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MR. SIMMONS: 

Mr. Speaker, the question of the Heritage Village. Perhaps the 

minister has been in the ·portfolio long enough now to be familiar with 

it. The Heritage Village has been kicking around for a number of 

years, the concept. I understand that the Government of Canada offered 

to this Province, I think, $1 million, I think was the figure and it 

has never been taken up. I wonder if it is a dead issue now. Is it 

a dead issue· or are there ongoing considerations as to a location for 

·the Heritage Village? Perhaps I will hold it there and I will have 

·another for the minister. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Tourism. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, the Heritage Village concept came forward 

from the federal government in the course of discussions with the 

government here three years ago. This government took a look at the 

proposal from Ottawa but based on the fact that there was only $1 million 

available for that kind of concept to establish a Heritage Village and 

that it would cost in most cases a substantial amount more than $1 

million- for example it would cost more like $10 million to establish 

the kind of concept the federal government wanted to establish in the 

Heritage Village concept in regards to services, etc. and restoration. 

The government's policy· last year and in fact now is that looking at 

our priorities we cannot allocate that kind of funds, looking at 

$6 million or $7 mi 11 ion to go on top of the $1 mi 11 ion from Ottawa 

to establish a Heritage Village. 

However the concept is not dropped entirely 

because I intend to pursue the matter further with Ottawa to look at the 

possibility - there are a number of proposals in, one I can think of 

is Sandy Point here in the St. George's area and others as well putting 

forward a suggestion that maybe if they got the $1 million they would 

not want any input from the pro~incial level and they could get the 

funds from Ottawa to look at the possibility of developing the Heritage 

Village in their own energy, sort of thing, their own initiative. Now 

whether or not the federal government will agree to that I do not know 

·but it is worth pursuing. But at this time we have decided as a 
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MR. MORGAN: 

there is very minimal, approximately fifteen jobs.And even after 

the work is completed there will be still very few jobs available 

in the community. It is _going to be a major tourist attraction 

and wi 11 hopefully draw some revenue into the area but. not in the 

means of jobs . 

So looking at these tWo points I am 

not sure what the federal gover.nment will do but I do intend to 

pursue the matter and for the interest of the members from the 

Bay St. George area, I also intend to pursue the. idea of looking 

at the_ possibility of what we can do for them hopefully. from the 

same federal funds. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Terra Nova (·Mr. Lush) followed 

by the hen. member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) . 

MR: LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I would like to be able to ask this question 

of the Premier but in his absence I will ask it to the Minister of 

Labour and Manpower~ As the minister knows 
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• i·T<.. u:str: Statistics Canada issued its monthly 

statistics again 1-Jith respect to the labour force for t:"le month of 

c-:ay and again it shm;s our rate tp be excessively high, ·-~~.sgrac~fully 

so, actually. and before I get involved in asking a question related 

• to that - Some Heeks ago the winister indicated that he Hould undertake 

to lool~ into tvhether or not there t;as a flow chart related to the 

r.overnment's 40,~00 jobs. 

:\2~ HON • HEHBEP.: Hear, hear~ 

• 'm., LUSH: The question I asked t;as whether t~ere 

Has some time frame on this as to how !:'.any jobs - The programme vras ov~r 

five years and my question Has: How many johs tJoulrl bP. created t!1is year. 

and the next year or whether, indeed, all the jobs w~re going to be 

• created in the fifth year of the prograliliTle; Has there a flow chart on 

t!1is to indicate -

::o flot• chart; it must be the River Shannon. 

:·a:t. S?EAKEit: The hon. l!inister of Lahour. 

• ~:R. :l.OUSSEAU: I did not undert11ke to get a flotv chart, 

:rr. Speaker, but I in.dicated I tvould chec!~ on the 4(} ,NlC over the time 

span, and to be quite frank, I had forgotten it which is not a very goon 

defence. I Hill undertake again to jot ray mell'ory and try to get it ns 

•e soon as possible. 

Supplementar;, '~r. S-,.eaker. 

~ "1" SPE:\Kf.'r. : Supplerr.entary. 

L~SH:· In viet·! of the fact t!1e r~ouse is going to 

• clo3e s!tortly, and <:!S I have sain before, the lahour force statistics 

ir.dicnte that our nnempJ.oyme!!t rate is still Otttrageously high, Hould 

t:!e :ninister take it upon hir..self to su~gest to ';is C'abinet that: m:1ybe 

•,1e ;:auld forr.1 a select cor..nittee of the House to ;.;orJ.: over the sur..r-;er to· 

• loo!~ nt unar.:!'loyr.ent ,particularly in vie':' of· t~,e f2.c.t nm·; t 11<•.t the 

re~ort or. unenployr;;e:1t. So, I un ~.roncl.erin3 if t~e ~.in:!.ster ~·:onl~ unC.ertal·e 

• 
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• u;sn: ::ouse :o look i:J.to the unemr>loy!'lent 

situation, to revie'' this report, 1~ayhe to weet Hi th !'ederal 

r.overm:\ent officials. so that we can reJ1ort. bac!: in t!1e Fall session 

uith so:r.e suggestions to ir::prove the uner.:ployment in this Province . 

• ~.3.. SPEf.J!' ... ~.: Pon. 1!inis ter. 

'·IT:. RO;.:SSEAU: lfr. Speaker, He had a very good meeting, 

one of the better r.!eetings that I have attencl.ed, this morning ~1ith the 

:iewfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour. The Premier and several 

• Cabinet ministers met Hith t.'le Federation. They sa'·' a half an hour. film 

and ::1et for t~-10 and a half hours and talked about this specific problem 

of uneM1Jlo}'J:'.en t. The Prel'lier indicated to the President, ~!r. c'ayo, this 

• 1:1orning that ~·Te Hould be getting together in tHo or t!'!ree '·reeks to take 

• about specifics because this morning's conversation obviously lJas of a 

general nature in Hhich He discussed mainly tl:e problem of unenpJ.oyment 

as it fl01ved f::~m the Task Force report. ~·!e ''ill ~e dealing 1Vi th the 

Federation of Labour, I assume, when the FoUse closes •dthin ~,;o· or 

• three ... ,eeks and tall~ of more specific details. T.:e brief this T'!Orning 

actually did not have any specific details ':lut there 1·7ere philosophies 

and goals and objectives that c;overnment and labour ancl management 

and the Province, indeed, should go and 1-1e in tend to pursue these on 

a more specific basis. In respect to the federal effort, ~Ve Hill. 

continue again as soon as the House closes to talk again Hith our 

counterpart in Ottawa. I Hould hope that t!1e other three Atlantic 

ministers again Houlci. join :-11th t:te and talk about job creation in the 

• resource based areas, not the r:ani'lda Horks t'7elfare type prozral!'J".es, 

in tvhich tt>.ere F:tll L'"! jobs to do now and jobs ,,,~ich t·7ould flot> from 

the projects that are t1ndertaken. Fe tvill contin'.le to pursue that. 

·:r. Cullen gave an indicaticn that in this year's budget some of the 

• money ·for Pul-,lic \·tor:-:s 1vould ~>e allotted to that sort of thinr,. ~·ie 

:1ave not l1eard any details yet 0ut He certair-.ly t-rill 1-:e loo!:ing 

fon·rar<i to it. 

• 
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~-;:,'_. Ll'!::l: Supplementary, 1~r. Spe.aker. 

Final supplementary. 

:rr. SpeAker, the r.~irtis ter rlid not adc.ress 

·himself to the main ?art of the question "hich was Houl0. he tal~e it 

upon himself, or prohably put another •>~ay, VJhat coes he thin!: of t"te idea 

of setting up a select collll!'ittee of t!le House,. at least to shaH thz 

r.overnment's concern 'for this matter set up a select committee of the 

House involving both sides so that over the sunnner we can revie~r this 

report put in by the ·rewfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour, 

also to t:leet tdth Federal officials to see if He cannot !'resent in this 

Fall session with some immediate and effective steps to solve our 

unemployment problem: 

'"·· SFJ:AK7.R: 

:-~ .. :::o~3SSAt': 

llon. minister.. 

lfr. Speal•.er, as I said - I think I rlirected 

myself very specifically to the 11uest:l.on. I sairl that He ~roulrl l:e r.~eeting 

uitl: the Federation of L.".bour. in't"';o or three t-Teeks. It is not a select 

co=ittee of the House :;ut the information that Has given this naming 

t."as of a very, very general nature. The Federation indicate<! t"lat they were 

not ;>resumptuous enough to tell Governn:ent tvhat to do 1-,ecause ;_f any side 

goes into another side and says, "t!ere is <.rhat it is" - :.ut they have 

Sr>ecific proposals that they t·Till ma~·.e and this ~;ill prol-,ably ~e rlone 

over t!le sur..mer. The~· t-'<::nt a spirit of rlialo~ue an~ co-operation ':Jet•.reen 

C:ovet:::ent and lahour anc! we >dll pursue t!':!at. The question_ of a select 

co=ittee, of course. is not 0:1e -that I can give an undertaking to but 

right nou the ongoinr :neetin3s uill continue ,,•ith t"te Yerl.eraticn of tal::our . 
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MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated I would recognize the hon. member 

for Eagle River next . 

MR. STRACHAN: A question for the acting Premier and the deputy 

Premier, the Minister of Justice •. the Minis~er of Finance, Government. 

House Leader, the member who knows more about the Ho~se than the 

Premier does. Could he tell us whether there is any real consideration 

to a Fall session of the House of Assembly? 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. STRACHAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. HICKMAN: I would want to use another phrase but every time I 

use it the han. gentleman makes fun of me so I will not use that. 

Most definitely. 

MR. STRACHAN: If there is a Fall session of the House of Assembly 

caul d the acting Premier or deputy Premier te 11 me whether there 

will be consideration given to having the House of Assembly held in 

Labrador somewhere this Fall rather. than be held here in St. John's? 

MR. SPEAKER: The. hon. minister. 

MR. HICKMAN: _Mr. Speaker, I certainly cannot give that assurance. 

I have not any idea as to cost. Someone toldme that this hon. House 

cost $100,000 a day when it is open. I mean I just do not know and 

I. would suspect that there are all kinds ot" considerations that would 

be very relevant to that sort of decision. 

MR. STRACHAN: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. STRACHAN: Could the acting Premier tell me whether the cost, 

of not holding the House of Assembly in Labrador would outweigh the 

actual fiscal costs and financial costs of going there. I think 

that as I understand it there is little legal reason for not going 

there;· It is very simple to go there and have a House of Assembly 

for a short period of time and a Fall session would surely suit 

the situation. And furthermore that the cost of not holding at 

some time or other the House of Assembly in two-thirds of·this 

Province then the future, the economic future of this Province is 

surely going to outweigh the cost of continuing to hold the House of· 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

Assembly in St. John's • 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, you know, the question asked by the hon. 

member for Eagle River is like, have you stopped beating your wife. 

It is not a question of cost of having the House of Assembly meet 

outside the capital city, vis-a-vis, the tremendous contribution that 

Labrador makes as a part of this Province. The question is whether 

or not it is feasible and to uphold -

MR. STRACHAN: Would it not be very unlikely for some members to 

be in Labrador? 

MR.· HICKMAN: It would not be very likely. Maybe, Mr. Speaker, it 

would -

MR. STRACHAN: Maybe the member for St. John's North -

MR. HICKMAN: - be·the greatest disfavour we could do· to the people 

of Labrador to have them see this House in action because I am sure 

of one. thing that they would not have found.many of the sessions since 

March of this year very enlightening and would not be too proud at 'times 

of the behavior of hon. members. 

But, you know, the question of whether· or 

not this House should sit in Labrador or as an Assembly or whether 

it should sit. in Grand Falls or Corner Brook or whether it should 

sit in Grand Bank is a matter that certainly I am not prepared to 

make any commitment as one minister today. But I want to assure the 

hon. member for Eagle River that whilst· in our.own modest way we 

have been attempting since the Moores Administration came into power 

to bring government closer to Labrador as is evidenced by the fact 

that for the first time there has been a meeting, a ·Cabinet meeting 

in Labrador and committees of Cabinet ministers have visited very . 

frequently Labrador, an unprecedented act I might say, all of this 

is designed to bring Labrador within .and keep them within the main 

.stream of Newfoundland and Labrador life. But I certainly cannot give 

that commitment but I would not·want the hon. member for Eagle River 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

to think in any way that this government is not very sensitive towards 

the needs and ambitions of the people who reside in that part of our 

Province. 

DR. KITCHEN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

DR. KITCHEN: 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary. The hon. member for St. John's West •. 

Mr. Speaker, if the hon. House· leader could undertake 

to check with the Premier on this matter and also if the other members 

of his caucus on that side to ask them their feelings on the matter 

and that we could check with our members here and then some arrangement 

mi.ght be made in that direCtion; 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. CALLAN: _I have a supplementary, very important. 

MR. HICKMAN: I was going _to say yes or not but I am apprehensive now 

as there is a threatened supplementary from the hon.-member for 

Bellevue (Mr. Callan). So I have to say to the hon. gentleman for 

St. John's West that he made ~he point very loud and clear here two 

nights ago or one night last week, last night, when he contributed 

so well and so responsibly to the debate on the Speech From the 

Throne. And I would think that hon. gentlemen on this side of the 

House as well as hon. gentlemen opposite will pay heed to his 

suggestions. But it is not proper for a minister of the Crown to 

say what he will or will not do with respect-to the Lieutenant Governor 

in Council . 
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HR. SPEAKER: Order 1, the adjourned debate, the Address in Reply. 

The hen. member for Bonavista North. 

Sm!E HO!l. ~ERS: 

:-rn.. G .. CROSS: 

Hear! Hear! 

}!r. Speaker, r.ight at the beginning of .,1hat I 

have to say,I trould like to aadress just a very few brief remarks toward 

the spray programme. Certainly my remarks ~~11 be brief but I look at 

it in this ,,,ay - sometimes if you are sick you take a drug· to be cured 

eyen though there might be adverse side effects. ~ertainly we were 

told by our environmentalist and foresters that our forest is sick and 

1~e must adc.inister the spray to help it recover. Certainly there has 

been conflict on both sides but if the facts are right,Matacil itas been 

used before and certainly it has been. used to spray fruit in 

orchards in England, l"est Ge=any, New Zealand and Australia and certainly 

the proposed dosage that is permitted in the apple orchards,the 

concentration is much greater than it is in the spray programme that Hill 

be introduced in Newfoundland. 

AN HON . !-'E:1BER : A quorum call. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! To ~y count there is a quorum 

present. ~e hen. member. 

MR. CROSS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I said there :1as been 

_conflict on both sides. I have said that Matacil has been used in 

spraying and that the concentration used in other countries is far, 

far greater than the concentration to. be used here in Net~foundland. 

If I am right· t!1e dosage is t.,:o ounces to the acre of ~!atacil in our 

spray prograrnme,administered in two applications.· Certainly the dosage 

pe~itted in apple orchards is forty-eight ounces per acre, twenty-four 

times as strong, Mr. Speaker. I am not an aut!1ority on !!atacil or 

insectcides ,so 1ri th these feH remarks I <rill get on with other remarks 

that I want to make in this Address in Reply . 

Certainly last night I congratulated the 

:never and the seconder of the Address in Reply, the hen. member for 

Ferryland and the hen. nember for Naskaupi. I t-tant to re-echo those 

congratulations nm•. Before getting into the fe~• remar!:s I uish to 
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.~·!R. CROSS: mal;e in this debate, I t<ould also like to congratulate the 

~e~ber for Harbour Grace who I thought last night made a g0od speech. 

Certainly t<hat I liked a\>out it 1''as that he was brief and to the point,. 

A.1.~ RON. !!El-!BER: Positive. 

!·!R. CROSS: Positive, yes,and the tempo of his remarks shovred 

hin to be a concerned and dedicated member of this legislature and his 

humourous stanzas at the end,I think topped it off. I think the hon. 

member from Harbour Grace rivals Nish Collins in Rhymes of the Times 

in the Daily News • 

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for Fogo, a man 

~~hom I have a great deal of respect for and a man t<hom I have knotm for 

a long time,spoke t<ell in this debate when he spoke yesterday. I can 

renember,and I believe I said this before in the House,liut I can certainly 

re~ember taking the mail from the IJinnifred Lee on the Lower Labrador, 

a boat used in the i940s to ~aintain a contact with the many floaters 

who·· sailed North to the Labrador fishery each year. Captain 1•7insor 

used to be the master of th<1t boat. The hon. member in his address 

mentioned the resettlement programme of some years back. In his remarks 

:1e said that t:1e people t<ere r.ot forced to relocate. 

. . 
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HR~ CROSS: 

I can only say that if they were not forced many of the 

people were pressured into resettling,and what is the 

difference? As I have stated ~efore,I lived and taught 

school at Greenspond during·res•ttlement days and this 

is what happened in that community: The· fish plant 

which gave employment was closed, sold for $100 and 

demolished. The bait depot that had served a need, 

the needs of the fishermen in that com·munity, was closed • 

The ice making machine was dismantl~d and moved Gut, 

and the nurse in the community left with no great efforts 

made to replace her. Mr. Speaker, if the people were not 

forced~! am sure these were pressure tactics . 

the 

Mr. Speaker,·in my opinion 

old, 'hist~ric community of Greenspond with its 

great culture and tradition was saved from extinction 

by the change in government that came about in Newfoundland 

in 1972. I will go a little further, Mr. Speaker, and 

say the whole North shore of Bonavista North was saved 

from resettlement by the change that came about by the 

change in government of that time. I say that because· 

I lived there in the Northern part of that district and 

I know what was happening. As Greenspond was being 

resettled the same option was open to people from the 

mainland,and in the late 1960's there was no trouble to 

see houses left vacant in any of the communiti~s from 

Valleyfield to Cape Freels North. It is not so today, 

l1r. ·speaker. That area/ of the district is very progressive 

and is prosperous. Instead of seeing homes barred up 

and vacant,many new homes are under construction . 

In the community in the district 

that I live in, the community of Badger's Q~ay,or in the 
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MR. CR.OSS: 

rural district of Badger's Quay-Valleyfield-Pool's Island 

certainly there are twelve new houses ~nder construction 

right at this point in time an~ ~.dozen or more requests 

have been made to council for land on which to build . 

In that area of my district, Mr. Speaker, land poses a 

serious problem. The terrain in the main is bog and 

rock and because there are no sewer facilities permits 

for building lots are being reject·ed. I might add if 

the past administration had seen fit to install sewer 

at the time that they did water,then we would not have 

that problem today. 

Mr. Speaker, every community 

you visit in the district is showing signs of some 

growth and progress. Even in Greenspond itself five new 

homes were built in 1977. It is true, Mr. Speaker, as 

in many districts in Newfoundland that in some areas of 

the district of Bonavista North there is far too much 

unemployment; But if we can develop the resources that 

we have,which is mainly fish, blueberries and our tourist 

resource,that situation will improve in time. 

As. I hav~ already stated, did 

state in the Budget debate, in the last two years we have 

had four make-work projects, two federal and two provincial, 

to develop our blueberry resource. At present, Mr. Speaker, 

a small fish plant is under construction in the.community 

af Dover and I might add that the project is being financed 

through Canada Works,which are federal dollars, ;;mall Craft-

Harbours, . but also the provincial Department of Fisheries 

and also Rural Development. Sa if there are species, many 

species processed there certainly that little undertaking 

will be coloured by the finances that it has received: It 

will not be all federal, it . will not be all provincial. 

But certainly · 
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~~. CROSS: w-e ?ay the federal tax~s t<e :;ct. I :10pe 

r-:e a":;ect to ;;et something in return. 

:~. ~K!ODROH: That is our right still, our right to 

g;et something. 

!·lr. Speaker, there has been ~.uch talk 

in this I;ouse ;:~bout the cutback in teachers t:1is year. ~-~r. Speaker, 

success in education is sometimes attributed to hi;; schools with 

their highly qualified teachers and their specialists. Sometimes 

I think that the smail school is overlooked. I believe that certainly 

there are t1;o characteristics that spell success in any work in life 

and_these two characteristics are fostered in the smaller school more 

than in the larger one, namely,the characteristics of industrj and 

i:1dependence. ?-!r. Speaker, I Hould bet right now that there has been 

r..ore graduates 2;raduated from ~!emorial University and the trade school 

from the community of Greenspond in the last five or six years than 

have graduated from any other cocmunity its size on the Island of 

~le1-rfoundland or in Labrador. I can name a fe1; 1;ho have been graduates 

of university and trade school. cfay I add that some of these young 

nen have :nade their mark and some of them are teachers back in the 

old,historic community of r.reenspond doing a very good job. Let 

me name se•ren or eight or nine or ten. I think of one Herbert Burry, 

:loman Burry, George Wri;:;ht, 1-rilliam Granter, Glenn Granter, :·ti.chael Bra3g, 

Audrey Hay, Helen ~arshfield, Gordon Harshfield, ·Arthur Jerrett, 

Bert Whelan, }'red .Bragg and the list s;oes on. And they all, in their 

initial graduation Hith grade eleven, did come from a Sr.'.all 

school. 

~-ir. Speaker, in this debate and others 

there have been speakers ~1ho que.stioned as to Hhether or not we have 

a surplus of fish stocks in our Haters, in particular the cod. I feel 

t:"lat there is not a surplus and I realize, l·1r. Spee.ker, that !Je have 

to depend on scie!lce in this r:latter but I do not believe HC can give 

~ deaf ear to our fisherme~. ! have said before ~nd I say again that 

our :ishe~.en have been ex,erimentin; :or years and certainly this 
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:!R. CROSS: is their findings, that is takes 

t~dce the nets to catch as much fish noH as it did some ten 

or t'~elve years ago. I have said this be·fore, that a longliner 

:.rl.th eighty nets t"elve years ago caught as much or more fish as 

the same longliner today with double the nets . 

The small inshore fishing boat 

'dth twenty nets today is catching less fish than the same boat 

a decade ago ~dth less than half that number of nets. 

In 1965 our Labrador codfishery ~vas 

very successful. Three vessels that I can think of that operated 

out of the area that I now represent brought b~per trips from 

the Labrador. And the vessels I think of are the Lydia Marie , 

the ~han, and the boat called The Debbie Lee. These th~ee vessels 

alone brought in excess of -

~. ~lEARY: 

?1R. CROSS: 

Hhat about the Shirley Blanche? 

-brought in excess of 7,500 quintals 

in that one year. Bumper trips, Mr. Speaker. But then ·~1e look 

to 1966, '67 and 168. Boats that pros€tuted the Labrador fishe~T 

for the cod that year returned almost ·.dth ciean keelsons. What 

caused the sudden failure? And I nir,ht add the Labrador fishery, 

t':l.e codfishery on the Labrador, has not sun•ived or imrroved to 

any great extent 
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Mr. Cross: over the past number of years. I think, Mr. Speaker, 

that the answer is this; that you cannot catch the fish twice, and 

that has been said before, I sa~ it now, if you catch it 

on the Hamilton Banks you cannot catch it again inshore. If our 

spawning grounds are raped depletion can only be the result. And, 

Mr. Speaker, it is not the pounds taken and processed, but the millions 

of pounds destroyed in the process of taking that fish which causes the 

greatest damage. 

Mr. Speaker, we do today have. more technology, more 

ways to find fish, to locate fish today.than we ever had before. I believe 

we must leave the main spawning grounds alone, let the fish _apawn and 

disperse, and then use our technology to hunt and harvest it. In 

that way we will ensure the replenishing of our stocks, and a supply for 

the future . 

Mr. Speaker; just a word on the give~way of shrimp 

licences to other provinces. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR: CROSS: This action on the part of the federal government 

should be of great concern to every han. member of this han. House, 

Every member of the House of Assembly should express his displeasure 

at what has happened. I think fifty-one telegrams from every individual 

member in this House should be sent to the han. the Minister of Fisheries, 

the han. Romeo LeBlanc,with follow up, may I say. Mr. Speaker, it is 

not too late for a united stand. Th.e issue is too great for us to 

play politics with. And this House should stand united·to a man and 

tell the Federal Government that we disapprove of this decision on their 

part. Our employment rate will never.decrease appr.eciably if the 

resources that we have are taken from us. 

· Mr. Speaker, the spotlight was turned on Bona vista . 

North in the election of 1975, and,I may add, it has not been turned off 

yet. 

:~ .• 'NEARY: It has been on eyer since. 

MR. CROSS: Last December in the by-election that ~~as held in 

the district of Twillingate, the I:Jistrict of Bonavista North was taken 
' as an example by the Liberals in their political propaganda during that 

1.0075' . 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

June 12, 1978 Tape 4335 (Night) PK - 2 

MR. CROSS: campaign • 

MR. NEARY: Do not get too nasty now or ~~e will call a quorum. 

MR. CROSS: I am not going to get nasty, I do not like being 

nasty, and I do not intend to let the ron. member for LaPoile (~1r. Neary) 

run me • 

But I am just going to read three little paragraphs 

from a letter that was put into the homes of the people in Twillingate 

in last necember. 

!IR. NEARY: ~lhich party? 

MR; CROSS: By the Liberal Party, and signed by the candidate 

who rari, the now member for Twillingate, -tHe Leader of the Liheral 

Party. 

MRl NEARY: A good letter, boy, I saw it. 

MR. .CROSS: A great one. 

MR. NEARY: A good letter. 

MR. CROSS: But the three paragraphs that I want to read , 

Mr. Speaker, are these. 

MR. ~lEARY: Table it . 

MR. CROSS: I will have no use for it after today, so I ~till 

possibly lay it on the Table of the House when I am· finished. 

HR •. NEARY: Yes, boy, get on with it. 

MR. CROSS: It says, "Anyone who is tempted to vote for the P.C. 

candidate because the Provincial P.C. Government may be in power for 

another six months or a year sh01.il'd take a look at Bonavista North 

district. During the by-election there a year and a half ago the P.C. 

Government made definite written promises and cormnitments to the people 

of Bonavista North, The voters there elected a P.C. member. A year 

and a half later hardly any of the promised projects have been started 

let alone finished, and no one ever hears that P.C. member or any 
(': 

P.C. t--ackbencher speaking out publicly on the needs of his district . 

'!R • S • liTA)?,Y: Right. 

MR. CROSS: So, Mr. Speaker, there we have it. 

MR. NEARY: Truer ~1ords were never spoken, Sir. 

MR. CROSS: Mr. Speaker, my slogan in the election of 1975 

that I ~Ion by a small margin as I went door to door in the district of 
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:!R. G. CROSS: 

Bonavista North in the same way that the hon. member for ~villingate 

(Mr. W.N. Rowe) did in December of 1~7~, my words and~ slogan 

to the people <.rere action lvill speak louder than words. 

AN HON. HEl'ffiER: Right you are. 

S01!E HON. ~!BERS: !!ear, hear! 

c-!R. G. CROSS: I believe, ~Ir. Speaker, that 

action is speaking in the district that I r.ow have the honoT~ 

of representing. and h·as been speaking for the past three years. 

Let me in closing mention again 

some of the projects that has been done and some of the projects 

that are ongoing,and I will not exhaust the supply. Certainly 

three new schools are under construction -

~'R. S. NEARY: Aha! 

!,!R. G. CROSS: -an elementary school that will 

serve the communities of· Gambo, ~iddle Brook and Dark Cove, an 

elementary school in Dover and an all grade school for Greenspond. 

l·!R. S • ~ARY: I thought the school boards 

looked after the schools. 

1-!R. G. CROSS: Right, Sir, I agree with you 

there. Thanks for reminding me, the hon. member for LaPoile (!1r. Neary). 

HR. S. NEARY: Right. 

HR. G. CROSS: But I can say honestly that for 

two out of three,and the best t<JO out of three is very good,that I 

did <Jork hand in hand with local committees who kno<J that I worked 

with them and that satisfies me,to get the schools that <·Tere needed . 

Certainly the Provincial Government could not say, 'Here is the ne1v school: 

The•Integrated f.ducational Committee allocates the funds~but it is t::e 

government tvho ·gives them the funds to build the schools. 

l·!R • NEARY : It is the taxpayers. 

!ffi.. G. CROSS: Certainly <.rater and se1-1er 
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}IJL G. Cll.OSS: is being installed in the 

community of Dover,nearing completion. 1vater and sewer is ongoing 

in Trinity,and water and sewer has been begun and is ongoing 

in the rural district of Gambo~Hiddle·Brook-Dark Cove. 

Certainly municipal paving 

has been completed in Centreville, the branch roads tto 

Dover has been completed, the main road through the co~unity of 

Wareham has been completed, the main road through Indian Bay 

has been completed • 

AN HON • MID-mER: You should be ashamed. 

J.!R. G. CROSS: 

Road is nearing completion • 

}!R • S • ~lEARY : 

~ffi.. G. CP.OSS: 

miles are under contract. 

HR. S • !mARY : 

government in Ottawa. 

MR. G. CROSS: 

I am not ashamed. 

The Bonavista North Loop 

Thanks to 'Uncle' Ottawa. 

The final twenty-four 

I say thanks to the Liheral 

I say yes, ·~~r. Speaker; thanks 

Mr. Ottal~a for your 90 per cent, thanks tp the Province of 

Nel~foundland for their 10 per cent, but also say thanks 

to the government th·at did negotiate that deal that gave us the 

Loop !toad. 

~'IR. S. NEARY: Thank you Pierre Elliot 

Trudeau • 

HR. G. CROSS: Presently the branch road 

through Valleyfield is under upgrading 

HR. S. !·lEARY: 

!·!P.. r,. r.ROSS : 

to Newtown also is under upgrading. 

A.~ HON. HEVBER: 

l'IR. G. CROSS: 

Thank you 1-!r. Trudeau • 

- and the branch road 

Tell them that is not all. 

Mr. Speaker, that is not 

all there are a.lot of little things as well that have helped 1:1e. 
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HR. S. NEARY: Canada lvorks 

NR. G. CROSS: I had not mentioned the 

Canada ~larks, ~!r. Speaker • I do not want any credit for them 

but I will say this.and I think I could bear out what I 

am saying, that Cariada l,Torks are good. Certainly everyone 

would agree with me when I say the wages are too low,· 

MR. lvOODROt.J: Right. 

Im. G. CROSS: I think they ~rould also 

agree with me Hhen I say that Canada lvorks.although good -

~m. S. NEARY: (Inaudible) in Quebec. 

tm; lvOODROlv: Starvation wages. 

HR. G. CROSS: - are Band-aid treatments 

and also that Canada Works can become extremely political. 

I look upon,from seeing what has happened in the district 

in the last three years and ~~hat happened previously, 

I look upon the Canada Works projects as $750,000 or $800,000 

of a slush fund that is given to Federal H.P's in their 

districts: 

;:u- 3 

:·!R. J. CARTER: 

~!R. G.. CROSS: 

It is the biggest pork barrell in Canada •. 

and if I could bear out the 

facts, ~!r. Speaker, and I think I would have plenty of time to 

do so. 

MR. tvOODROW: Go ahead and tell ~hem. 

MR. G. CROSS: Up until - let me express this 

one little fact - up until 19.75 in the nortl". end of the district, 

you couid count on one hand the Canada Works projects that tvere 

approved,and I speak the truth when I say that.I could name 

them. 

AN HON • HEl·1BER: 

HR. G. CROSS: 

thinking of. 

They were LIP programs. 

LIP and Canada lvorks. I am 

LIP is the same thing;it is only Canada Works in 

disguise. But since 1975 it will take both hands and one of 

your feet to go· to work and count all of the projects . 

:.s. S. :·lEARY: Hhat time dicl you start? · 

1.0079 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Jtme 13, 1978 

l'R. G. CROSS: 

three years before 1975. 

HR; S • NEARY : 

Tape 4336 DH - 4 

I know it started more than 

But is not all the feder~1 

money going into the hon. gentleman's district (inaudible) . 
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MR. NEARY: He is just giving us his 

Santa Claus list fh~~e of all the things that are 

happening that Santa Claus brought him from Ottawa. 

Has he got it all in that distr·ict? 

MR. CROSS: No, thank God, I do not . 

Bu_t, Mr. Speaker, all I can say is that this is great 

progress in a district where nothing is being done. and 

where the member ha~ no concern for the n~eds of his 

district . 

Mr. Speaker, in closing may 

I say that all of us, the best are not perfect, that 

we are frail creatures -

!·ffi. WOODROW: 

l!R. CROSS: 

Right. 

- that we all have our fauits 

and our shortcomings. What is one man's strength is 

another ~an's weaknesses, but I believe, Mr. Speaker, 

that we are all concerned for the needs of our districts 

and for the good of Newfoundland and Labrador in general -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

HR. CROSS: 

here . 

l!R •. NEARY: 

MR. CROSS: 

Hear, hear~ 

- or I do not think we would b• 

Praise the Lord~ 

I know if I did not have a 

genuine concern for the good of this,our native Province 

and all Newfoundlanders,! would not be here, but I do 

believe, Mr. Speaker, that degrading and destructive remarks 

are best unsaid. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

HR. SPEAKER: The bon. the member for Fortune -

Hermitage. 

.10081. 



• 

• 

• 

• 
e 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

June 13, 1978 Tape 4337 EC - 2 

HR. J. IHNSOR ~ Mr. Speaker, in ~peaking in 

reply to the Throne Speech I am petmitted considerabla 

latitude but rather limited.time as we all know . 

However, with so many subjects that need to be explored, 

one may indeed find himself wandering a bit from the real 

subject matter .. However, I shall try to cover as many 

problems that affect my district as possible without 

forgetting the need ~or some continuity or r~lativity. 

My district, as everybody 

knows; is rural almost completely with fishing being the 

backbone of the economy of Fortune - Hermitage. All 

communities in my district depend on the fisheries, and 

to. a certain degree the fisheries depend on them. However, 

there ar~ other things besides fisheries. 

As an opening gambit, I would 

like to refer rather briefly to my position as Opposition 

critic for Public Works. Due to rather unusual happenings 

or procedures in the department as outlined in the • 

Auditor General's report for 1976- 1977, attention was 

focused on it by the Public Accounts Committee so ably 

chaired by my friend"and colleag~e. the member for Burgeo­

Bay d'Espoir. I therefore took a background position so 

as not to prejudice or clash in any way with the procedures 

of that committee . I notice that most of them are not here 

at the present time; however, they will hear what I have to 

say eventually. 

Being fully aware that eventually 

inadequacies of control, ptocedures in tendering and other 

matters would be brought to the attention of the House, the 

Auditor General had delineated the need for some furth~r 

attention to this department. I did, however, ask the 

original question regarding the possibility of police 
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MR. J. WINSOR: investigation into possible 

irregularitie~ in Public Works, and subsequently, of 

course, due to the findings of the committee and the 

Auditor General, the RCMP were asked to conduct a very 

thorough investigation. 

Well, the results of this 

investigation have culmin~ted in certain charges being 

laid. 

I did attend a couple of 

sittings of the Public Accounts Committee and I Have to 

say it was apparent that there were undercurrents of 

conflict flowing between Opposition committee members, 

government committee members -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. J. WINSOR: - not necessarily in that 

direction. This was not really conducive to open, 

conscientious, investigative pr~~edures so necessary for 

such a committee. I say this without rancour, I am 

certainly not trying to stir up any further animosities 

in that particular area. The message I would like to 

leave with _you is this: No committee of the House will 

ever function properly or perform its dutie~ as required 

of it unless ihe members act with utmost g~od faith in 

themselves and among themselves in the highest possible 

definition of responsibility and integrity 
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:s. ncK :n:r:::oR: to t~is l~cuse a1:d to the people t.;i.:o 

~lected them. There is·~o room or need for deviation fro~ t~ese 

pri::".ciples, it is a responsibili~y not to be trifled 1dt:;1. Let 

us :1ope tl1at t:le lessons learned throu;;h this com:::it::ee •,;ill 

obviate discrepancies of procedure and the ;>ossibility of 

fraudulent situations in the future cut 1•e can be sure t::.e ;:eed 

for eternal vigulance however, is not likely to diminish. I •·'?.<: 

not able to be present i1ere in the House when the Public 'tlorl•s 

esti:uates vrere presented, however oy colleagues very abley repre:-

scnted the Opposition in this. A short reference to the esti:u-

ates; I was here the evening the Ron. ~le!ilter for St. John's 

East (:ir. :•ars:'lall) uade re:~erence to <l lac!~ of indepth cxru"'..in-

ation of the departoental assets, I believe this is the way he 

;-ut it, th:1t t!-:e economic spokesnan, my collea£UC the ho·:1. 

"·1€'-~ber for Burgee - :lay d' Espoir (~~r. Si=ons) !l!ade u.o 

rzfer~nc\! to &"'ly particular itec in t!:e esticates. ..~.11 tl1n.t 

~·:as done ·.·ieel:s ago, p:..ece by p:.ece, item ~y item. His siz~ 

teen plus hour su~ation of the ~any aspects of this governments 

failure to cor.lp with the ecomomic and social problcr:1s cf ::he 

province Fas masterful and pertinent and I believe the hon. 

!:lenber for St. Jol-..."l's Eest (Hr. :!arshall) must :'lave been 

missb."'1g on· some occasions r,.;hen the hon. r.'l.err.ber for I!urgco 

Bay d' Espoir C:r. Siw.m.ons) Has covering that :'articular C:cpa:-t-

::~e::t. I •,;as i:npressec! .,.itn the non. member for St. Jcha's Ee.st 

(lir. "·!:1:-shall) iri ourli:ti:!z our economic status and the t~arn'ing 

:1e issued· or.. conti~ues :.,or.roHi:lS to stav off i::!r>enG.i.r.!:; econor:.ic 

disaster. ~·l~ are a. disaster ar1cl ;:e or~ly suntive o~: our .:.bility 

to· ?roduce a:1d ex~ort fisherit;s, fot:~st ::roducts, :-.1:f..:-~e~::ls an:l 

10084 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

• 

in a deposit positj.o:1 on a continues 

ar.d esculating basis, ho,;ever, "e cannot expect expP.rtees f!:om 

ar:~aturcs because t!lat is ~:hat they prove to be ir. the fielt: of 

business ::~anagenent. A goverr.mer.t is no different from a husi!1ess 

if it is not operated in the same nanner it is bound to h::?.Ve 

!)robla"ls. Hm; long can that situation go on, '"hen do you sto!l 

adding a guesstarnate increase to last years esti::~ates and I 

believe that this is "hat is.being done in the estimates, not 

any sens:!.ble ~ororked out scheme of \Jhat are 1ve going to do and 

nm• much is it going to cost, add c>.nother million or t•10 onto 

this or. a million or tiJO on to that, ;;uesstimates; A pre-

sumptuous estimate that <·re. tvere x million short last ye.ar, Pe 

must asStli7.'E'. that -rve hnve to continue to borr0\-7. This could not 

ha:>r-e::1 in r>ri\•ate industry, no "'::lY, t••hat is so different about 

gover=ent :nethnds? I ·sl:ould term it frantic, fisca:!. foHc~· 

""'d totally irresponsible. Frantic, fiscal, folley, the tl:ree 

f's, no doubt 11bout it. I share a:--:'. I am su!'e ny colleagues 

share tdth ~e the hen. member of St. John's East's C·'t'. 'c<'.rsh:lll) 

~oncern over the financial position of this province end that is -

g1 IIO~T. :"!E'ffi'EP,: 

'!It. JACI~ ~n:;sor.: 

Frant:!.c, fiscnl, folley -

l-!ell you can add a fe:·r f' ~ to it H 

you •.-rant to and it ~rill still be the same tt'.in~, frc.r.tic anG. follcy. 

:\N '10~. :·T:!BE1'.: 

fnlle:• . 

:·T, .• J.1'.C!~ ;m:SOR: 

is not. 

'T .• J.A.CI{ m::~sr.r.: 

T!1at is hard. to say; frantic, f:'.scd 

~Tot if you h:~ve a b."".:i!"an • s tc-ngue, i.t 

: .. ~t us hear. another ba~.rm~.!l. 

He P.re ell ~t;!t. l"i=:~e:d.es ~.s th~ n."lly 
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thing that is a g.oing co:i.carn anC. thar:~~ 

So::: it is. I 3.!'1 sort of sur:,rised t~1.::.t "tt is only i~-.. the last ':ear 

vr :::o, si:.:ce: I h·ave ~~2n sitti:-..:; in t:1e HoUse of ;~sserabl:·; t:1c..t 

::ish.:rias h:1s ;;uddeilly becone a v~ry i:aportact t:ling :.:1 i·:ewfou~Gland. 

I~ ~~~as irr.po:-tant enough ~o me tHenty seven :rears ag . ., to leave 

St. Jo:::-. '.:; -

(inaudib!.e) 

"m. J1\C!~ HI~TS'JB.: I uas not a corner Coy, I rese:1.t that 

eve:: fro:-:1 uy :lQne sa2-:e and r.c~. collcar,ue,as :!e kr,o,.:s if your 

;::oth3r ~.:as cl:inese anG. your father -:·7.:15 chinese you ~:ould not be 

.a f::·,:-.chnan. So :ny ;nether ;.1as a !:-ay woman a::.c! ::~y fat:1er t·7<:S 

.. ~ ~aynar.., no"r ! g\less I e.m o~e and a~ i)retty t-'roud of ~t . 

:~ .• JACK li1!1S0R: I "·:-ent back to :~~- ;ood ua~r of li£~ <!nC. 

I. only uish that some of the poo!:' pe~pl~ tilz.t \-~ere talked about 

:-4ere yesterC.ay i:1 St. Jobn's by the han. mem:.,er fer St. Joh~:'s 

t-7e3t e!r. Kitchen) ~VllO if they ore out of :"or!-:, :~lE:Y are really 
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MR. J. VJINSOR in trouble. In the outports you have always 

got Uncle Joe or somebody to fall back on for a little hobble. You certainly 

will not go hungry and you will not go naked and you will not be forgotten 

about. They is always a helping hand. Thank God for the outports and they 

are gradually becoming the most - not gradually - they have become the most 

important factor in our economy, because where there is a fish plant it is 

an outport. St. John's is the largest outport in Newfoundland, but a lot 

of people seem to forg~t that- with none of the benefits. Well, the fisheries 

has come to the condition it is in now or the state that it is in our economy 

thanks to the efforts of private industry coupled with a great deal of 

assistance from the federal government and the provincial government. We 

cannot overlook the fact that both governments assisted industry in many ways 

when the struggle was great and it started a long time ago, and we can 

certainly thank our lucky stars, although I have heard it said several times 

in the last few days that the federal government should have very little . 

to do with controlling our fisheries. I say thank God they are controlling 

it because it would be in the same state as our own economy, and I have 

to make a couple of remarks.here. They are not intended.to be derogatory 

towards the Minister of Fisheries in any way. Mr. Carter pleaded through 

I am quoting, Mr. Speaker, I beg your pardon, from the June 9th Daily News 

so it is public property - Mr. Carter pleaded through the House with Ottawa 

to give serious consideration to the $900 million proposal placed before 

it recently by the Atlantic Provinces for ship replacement in the Atlantic 

region. This thought is good - it is fine, and then another thing we 

have here by Mr. Blackwood in the Telegram when he was speaking to the 

College of Fisheries the other evening, and he said "The industry must 

discipline themselves to increase the earnings of those involved while 

keeping costs down and the market; growing. We must not embark on unnecessary 

expansion of vessels or processing capacity and we must not use the 

fishery as the employer of last resort." Now these two statements would 

seem to conflict very badly, but I think what they provincial Minister 

of Fisheries was referring to is the replacement of the old vessels we _ 

have and I am quite sure he was also thinking about Nordsee; I am not unaware 

of that fact. That is very possible, and he has made a lot of statements on 

things that he has been going to do and some of them have been done, but 
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MR. J. WINSOR: I say to the Minister of Fisheries that he 

needs to do a great deal more. There are some refrigeration units that are 

missing in their sheds, their hauling runs. There are not enough baited 

gear holding units around the Island, especially this time of the year when 

men bait up and when they go to leave in the morning, it is too stormy, and 

the gear has got to be shacked up. That is a poor way to have things, and 

there is a lot of housework to be done in the fisheries portfolio. And the 

minister, I am sure, is well aware. He is probably not getting enough money 

to do the things he wants. I hope you are getting the support you need 

from your colleagues. Some of them are not too terribly concerned with 

fisheries. Most of them know very little about it. I am sure the expertise 

on fisheries is limited on your side as well as on ciurs. I do have to 

also say to the Minister of Fisheries (provincial) that he has shot (is the 

word) a lot of criticism at the federal government and I believe you catch 

more flies with molasses than you can with vinegar, and I am quite sure 

that if you used a little more 'lassy with the federal government you would 

find things coming your way. I would like to see your record of the phone 

calls and the letters that you have written tabled in the House of Assembly 

that were conciliatory to a point - you do not have to be subservient -

you can be conciliatory; you can bargain with the federal government. 
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MR. J. WINSOR: I have bargained with them for a few things 

in my district and been very successful. I have had to take some knocks 

from them. I have had to take some knocks here as well in the House. have 

asked for things for my district which I ha.ve not gotten like the road to 

Terrenceville which should be paved. It is .a provincial responsibility . 

The minister cannot come up with that eight miles of pavement, but then I 

have to listen to the hon. member for Bonav.ista North (Mr. G. Cross) telling 

about the goodies he has got down in his area. You know 'I am a backbencher 

on this s~de and he is a backbendher on that side and he is getti.ng a lot 

more than I am, and I suppose that is the name of the game. Well, I think 

it is time for that game to be tamed down a little bit and a little more 

attention paid to- I keep telling them, you know, favour this. district or 

favour that district. I have got PC people in my district - some of the 

best people in the world, and I do not know who they are .. I do not know 

who is PC and who is Liberal in my district, although the minister may 

laugh at that and a few mor~. I am their member; that is what counts. 

While I ami.talking about fisheries,. the other evening my colleague the hon . 

member from; Fogo (Capt. E. Winsor) outlined an insurance investment - a 

retirement investment scheme which he and I talked about at great .length, 

·and I do think it is workable. I do think it is time the fishermen 

contributed towards a scheme for themselves. I do think it is the right 

time to approach them on it. They are earning good money, real good 

money in fisheries now. People talked about the other day $20-25,000. 

That is not unusual for longlinermen - two men on a boat - to earn each 

per annum, and if.•that is not good money I do not know what good money is . 

There are some earning much more than that. They have no protection 

against storm losses, damage to a boat, loss of gear, and I think - I 

have not heard the minister say anything about this particular scheme, 

but I do think· that - we 11, we are not going to set up a scheme - we are 

only going to suggest that I am backing what the member for Fogo said 

the other evening - a half cent from the fishermen - a half cent from the 

buyer - the buyers are not going to like that but they are getting 

subsidies - the fishermen are getting a subsidy from you now - a half cent. 

If you give them the subsidy now, he just puts it in the pot and spends it . 
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~·1R. J. WINSOR: The scheme that we are thinking about would 

be something like enforced savings, sort of a retirement investment and a 

gear loss protection scheme for them. That would grow - they are not going 

to have storms like they had a few weeks ago in Fortune Bay'and other 

places upon the west coast and lose all their lobster pots. They did not 

lose all their lobster pots. When it was assessed, there v1ere so many. 

They got back into business again and hopefully could continue their fishing 

with good results. suggest very, very strongly to the Minister of 

Fisheries that he use his efforts towards improving facilities for the 

fishermen, and. in joining with me and others on this side of the House, 

·to sweet~talk the federal government into certain things that are badly 

needed. I know they are not going to pay all the attention in the world 

to us. If we do not go to them, they might just overlook certain things . 

But if the minister felt he could do this, talk to us, we could get together.­

why not a committee of the House. There are no committees - a committee of 

this House on fisheries that I'IOUld really get something done. know about 

your other committees and your schemes outside this, but none of them 

would have the weight that a committee from this House would have. It 

could provide some badly needed improvements in communication by road to 

the high productivity of fishing communities. That is what is holding them 

back mostly now. Let us get the product out in good shape, fast and 

efficiently, therefore, less costly - no more holdups because tractor­

trailer operators cannot get over the access roads - cannot get up over 

the hill in the winter and the community stage situation should be 

taken in hand. The federal government,.as I understand it, builds community 

stages and they say to the provincial government "You take it over". Then 

you have to provide some freezing units in it and maybe scales - anything. 

I do not see why the provincial government could not do that and not quibble 

over the fact that there might be some clapboard off it or a window broken 

· out and got 1 ights in them. Some of them do not even have 1 ights yet, and 

the men are down there two o'clock in the morning with kerosene lanterns -

back to the good old days. These baited gear-holding units are most important, 

both as the equipment and size. Some of them are not the size they should 

be. 
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AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudi b 1 e) 

• MR. J. WINSOR: Yea, well, maybe we are too late, hey~ 
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riR. J. wii~Sbr.: It should have been done years ago and I think 

we have to put some steam behind it. I know you have to walk before you run, 

but I think we have been walking too long in fisheries and as is obvious, 

if we do not look after our fishe.ries we are going to be in a sorry state. 

I do place emphasis on that scheme; we are certainly not going to put the 

nuts and bolts in place for you - that is your job and I think you can match 

up to it. I would certainly like to hear something from you on it later on. 

Let us get the icemaking equipment in place to maintain quality in the 

fishing.boats, for instance. That is a 50-50 deal. Any icemaking equipment 

is 50-50, and lot of boats are going out now with no ice in them and there 

is no blessed way that on a day like today you are going to get quality fish 

ashore out of a boat that has no ice in it, as he goes dm~n there early 

in the morning and he does not come back til maybe four o'clock in the 

afternoon. By that time it is mush. You know what fish· that has been in 

a boat now for eight or ten hours in the sun are not going to be very good. 

So, these are things that are most important to the fisheries - fishermen's 

insurance plan in co-operation with the federal government - they will also 

kick in, I am sure if you set up that plan, another half cent you would get 

from the federa 1 government. They are ta 1 king about cutting out subsidies 

now, and I think if they saw that subsidy going a certain way helping the 

fishermen a little more than it has been doing, you would get more 

sympathy. I certainly recommend to the minister that you change your . 
way a little bit. I know it is difficult for a man who is as determined 

as you are, and I have known you for many years and I have great respect 

for your ability but I think you could swing a little bit and get more 

co-operation - I look foi"Ward to that. As I said before, my district 

is totally dependent on fisheries and cannot remain silent while so much 

remains to be done. I am not qualified; nor do I need, to talk on forest 

products. My colleagues have certainly done that and I leave it to them 

any Jime. I do not think if you are fishing you should be talking about 

trees and budworms, even though we sympathize very much with the situation 

which everybody is in, and I for one certainly do not support the spray 

program. I saw the birds and the animals die before with DDT. when the 

parks ~1ere just being sprayed. I certainly enjoyed being in the park without 

flies. I do not like flies either, but I certainly do not think it is a 
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MR. J. WINSOR: safe course that the government is on with 

spraying-because you are going to get it right up the back the first time 

somebody gets sick or something 1 ike that ha-pp.ens - a water source is 

polluted, you have had it, not th~t you have not already got it. We of the 

fishing industry have long realized .the importance of fish to balance of 

payments- that is a new dollar- I say right from the U.S.; and at this 

particular time-with our Canadian dollar down, it is a big dollar. Every 

time the fish comes over the side of that boat, you can say you are doing 

something towards the balance of payments, and I am sur.e my financially 

minded friend the han. member for St. John's East (Mr. W. -Marshall) would 

go along ·with that. Every dollar's worth of fish exported is a new dollar, 

and the dollar comes from the deep South, very deep ·South, the mid-West, 

the eastern seaboard, and to a lesser degree the western states. We do not 

export very much to western states. We have long been aware of the fact 

that improved production in plants favours the Gross Provincial Product 

as well as the Gross National Product; they are both tied in. Closing down 

industries works quite the reverse of that, as I see it. Five or six 

years ago the federal government had in place an insurance scheme for 

lobster fishermen .. Less than 10%, I understand, took advantage of it. 

This is why I think that we in the Province, if you are anxious to have 

certain controls over fishing or what the fishermen do, this is the chance for you 

to show what you can do. 
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and you said on many. occo.ssic-..ls ::-~at 

;·ot: carL"ot get t:1e cooperation of the Feder<:!l Governoent but I 

thi:1k ti1at if you dug dot·m into ti1ose dif£ere:1t thin~s j'CU \vould 

get alot more cooperation. You said a nin~te ago that you tried 

and tried, ;,ell I '·'Ould ask you to table· this l~ouse ynur co=un­

ications ,verbal or ~1ritten, Let•reea your departr..2P.t and c:1e 

Federal Governn2nt, give us a record of it, even your pi:one calls 

that you had between the Federal Government, it nay be a laueh •,re 

do not kno•-1, I am talldr,g about in the last five years only, and 

let us see ·.-here they have not functioned because that is Hhat 

I thin!-: they have not done, they i1ave not functioned. On the 

~llSura\'lCe scheme I Hould say that if you could get tl1at vJorkir.g, 

wor:.- out the nuts and bolts •dth the people that ycu have ia 

your department· that are very knot·rled:;;eable on financial !<latters 

:;rlC. ;rou could prove to the 'Federal Gover~ent that ~.rou can cont:-ol 

this,I am sure that they Hould give you more control over lets of 

thin3s. If you could you could control this or i£ you cannot ;,o,., 

in the n~rte of ~eace do you expect to control your fiscal policy 

for this government. I know the change from salt to fresh frozen 

fish ho.s nade many cornmutlities change rapidly to an ecor~omice.l, 

anvirable statun. Salt fish, of course, is only for certain places 

that nooody col:ects ~;:!:: fi..sil and nobody ou;•G it the-::c OUt they 

are ·3etting fe1 .. ~er and fe':·Jer and I am sure r..ost of our r:-eorl.- ir~ 

most of t:1e cotn..!l'.unities e\re.n t!1ose t~"'..::t are selli:1~ s~.lt fi.~h, are 

gettiriz a. clam gooC price for it as ucll. ~·rhilc t:1.cy ;·~..:.y r~ot ~e 

living in the la.p of luxury, they certainly are paying their own 

t;n~· and providing adequately for tl:eir fanilie= end pzyir.g through the 
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• :rr .. JACK ~:I~SOR: nose for pouer, fuel and supplies, pay-

i:::g for a top heavy po1o~er corporation, ile,.rfour.dland Hydro, for a 

handful of tec!micians and ::\ai:::tcnance personnel l:aep pr9-. 
·, 

cuc.tion going anc! the brest; keep playing_ squash. If you do not 

• believ.e it, c:H~c:, it, I happen to ki'10I·7 t!lat it is true, they have 

to play squash or something to keen fit because they certainly do 

:!Ot co ''ery hard 1·10r!~ othenJise. Our fishermen have to pay 

heavily for supplies as most ryf it is c!elivered cy truck ever 

• dirt roads, that ~re costing heavily in maintenance ciollars . 

These trud:s and tractor trailers also "taul fish to the rnar:,et-

place and I have seen t!le~ Hait from F!":!.day to ~onday before they 

could get over !:ills on the !!arbour Breton '\oad. It !'as services 

• i:;. a fashion; salt t.ras thrmm dmm on six inches of snet·' Hhic!l 

tu'!'"ned it into slush and there l·~as no t·Jay that t!lese men could 

run these hills. /<.s one man said to l!!e: "I have $80,000. in tr.e 

truck and I have 80,000 pounds of fish in the truck, t·rhicl: costs 

• i\lot of mnney. I can:-.ot j t!t:l!' out -:-f the darn thing if H turns 

over." I celte•re t!l.o.t I have heard it throu?,h the grar>evine that 

it is ?OSsible '·re r.>.ay get Harbour Breto;'. I'.oad paved this ·1ear, up-

::;;:aC.<=d nnd paved. If that is so I thi;,k .~.t >·Jill '.Je a tremendous 

i;m~rovcmeat for ;ny dist~ict b~c.:.use if anyti·1ing is holCing Uaci~ t::~ •e toto.!. Cz"·el9pment of the place, f!ari>our Brctor:, t~'le t·:hole Cou.agr-:: 

~o :::2.-:.tion ':'..er:.contre East·-\vhic:1 has not :;:ot a road and I :lou))t if • i: e~;er. will b~va ~ecause of t::.e trenS:li..Cot.!s coct. 0:: b~-:tir;,g to 

-;-ossible t:-.at money ·,.;Cl.S .:i.Vail.ablc for it. T.~-~e \)~ly ~.;n.y ve c=.!l 

• 
cr~e disaciva~tag~ .::l:'!.C: ther.a a:.~·~ ct~.ar difficulti2s cc:usc:l ty the 

• 
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avail.=.Ule a~ suppliers refuse to use the rouc;i1 roaC.s. iu-::.t~l:l:1ccs 

-;.;it:1 seriously il! patients 
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MR. J. WINSOR: have a terrible time trying to get over these 

roads, and very often they break down because of the condition of the road, 

and the ambulances are all as far as I know just about brand new, but the 

road in some areas is in such condition that they just give out - bang -

and that is it, and you have got a seriously ill patient and how do they 

get them out of that. It is all jolly fine when you are living on pavement 

and you can whip along and everything goes along fine, and I hear two or 

three ambulances going past my digs every night; I am liv.ing on the Kenmount 

Road. There is no trouble to hear an ambulance going, but if they had to go 

over the dirt roads they would not go as fast as they come down there. 

Mail deliveries- drug supplies- they also have to come over the dirt 

road. We have tried hard; we have had a number of petitions on transportation 

and we are going to get more. The people are gradually becoming more 

militant over these things. One time you would never get a delegation 

from the bottom of Fortune Bay to come in here and kick up a stink about 

their roads, but today they are not going to put up with that kind of 

nonsense any more. They see the way the ball bounces and they are going 

to come in and see if they cannot get it to bounce their way. We have in 

some instances inadequate situation and realth services, especially the 

Grand Falls hospital, and I do not suppose two people in St. John's are 

in this area and in reach of my voice realize how important the Grand 

Falls hospital is to the southwest coast -most important. At one time 

I was told by people who knew that some 500 cases -unbelievable- 500 cases -

were awaiting admittance to Grand Falls hospital for surgery. HO\~ long 

can you wait without deterioration of your condition. Just think of it. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

NR. J. WINSOR: Oh yes, that has been ongoing for the past year 

or more. But anyway they are admitted ·to Grand Falls hospital they are in 

pretty bad shape and they need a patch job of some kind, and they have waited 

for weeks and weeks; and I sometimes wonder, you know, if some of us sitting 

here had a strangulated hernia and we had to wait for six weeks,you would 

not last six weeks, you would not have to worry about that because our 

friend from Harbour Grace (Mr. H. Young) would be carrying some of us off . 
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MR. J. HINSOR: Emergency survey admittedly is taken care of 

as soon as they can do it, but even then this helps block up the overload 

and puts the system right out of hock, and they must be very frantic. 

I do not know; I have talked to people in Grand Falls who are aware of it, 

and it is not only us but then you have the northeast feeding into the 

same hospital. The people in my district were just as perturbed when they 

heard that - they were first perturbed by the fact that a number of beds 

were taken out, and they said "Well, good God, we will never get in .there 

now", but then when things started to block up and block up and they were 

taking more people from the outlying districts, then there is no expansion 

to the hospital allowlid or permitted or going to be. It is a. frantic 

situation. To get back to roads again, another point with.the roads 

especially down on the Connaigre peninsula and in Fortune Bay, I have four 

fish plants in my district, two major operations-and two smaller ones, 

and trawlermen are travelling from different parts of the coast back and 

forth, not only to the plants in my district but to the plants on the Burin 

peninsula, and I know it was told here to the Minister of Transportation 

about one party who had two cars last year - two cars - he is a trawlerman 

and when he has to be aboard, he gets up early in the morning and he bats 

over the English Harbour East road and that, in itself, is enough to finish 

off a car in a few trips, and I have asked for attention to paid to it, 

and I am quite sure that the present Minister of Transportation will do 

something about it or tell me that he cannot or has not, but I believe he 

has some· action going on there. Every place in my district, Harbour Breton, 

Coomb's Cove, Wreck Cove, Boxey, English Harbour West, St. Jacques, 

Belleoram, Pool's .. Cove, Rencontre, English Harbour East, Grande le Pierre, 

Terrenceville, St. Bernard's, Little Harbour, Harbour Mill, Little Bay 

East, Bay l'Argent, Jacques Fontaine-
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:-m .• J. HI!!SOR: Little Harbour and Harbour ~ill, 

Little Bay East. Bay l'Argent, Jacques Fontaine, ~11 of them 

fishing conmunities - every one of them and all the men earning 

good money and paying big taxes - you better believe it. And 

they cannot understand why they have not got the best kind of 

services . If our fishermen had as bad a record of production. 

or our woodcutters. or our miner•, or the production workers 

associated with the above had as disnal a record as our present 
~. 

*1 
government in getting thin~s done and handling the affairs of 

this country, we would have gone done the drain long ago. And 

I say, if the government does not pull up its socks, or call an 

alection, we may indeed go uown the drain .. Everybody is down 

their backs. Our teachers have an unimpeachable record of 

performance - call it production if you like. Rapid strides 

have been made in the field of education and now the goverpment 

has applied the brakes at a most undesirable tine. The situation 

is grin. I have a petition down on my desk now - there are two 

?etitions - signed by hundreds of people objectinz to this and 

what is going to happen to their kids - how they cannot get to 

thi university this year and I do not think it is -

A:r uo11. riE:·!3ER: :·1o j cbs. 

i-1?... J. l·:IHSOR: No jobs - I know sane teachers who 

have lost their jobs and it was absolutely unnecessary. I uo 

not think the cost would have been that great;and the cost of 

transportation program, the integrated board in my area has ~at 

to pay the full butt now for the buses. T~ey are finding it 

rather difficult, but I do not know how they are going to·make 

out and I have no~ had a chance to check that out recently. 

Then asain, people here have talked about TV reception. lie 

have TV reception of a sort -now you see it; now you do not, 

sort of. It could be the cost inportant program in the world. 

It could be the Prenier announcing the action group and taking 

off the interviewer, and you would lose it. :·:ovJ .. tvho would 

want to lose a program like that? 
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~ho is the han. ~ember - what is the 

• fight? 

:m. J. :nr:soR: The fight? I could tell you I watched 

the Premier announce that program .. I was up in Ra~ea sitting down 

when he ~nnounced that . I immediately called the number and got 

• now answer. 

-".11 lW<·; • UE~!B ER : In that case there was so much 

repetition you could miss half the program and still not miss -

• HR. J. WI:iSOR: If I had missed it all I would not 

have missed a thing. But however, my people do want to see 

things like Archie Bunker and a few more thins like that. One 

thing they do want to see is Here and 9ow - that is most important; 

• and frankly we can it very well if you turn antenna that way 

ton~ght and that way tomorrow night. That is no problem if you 

could walk up a hill in a rainstorm; but another thing which 

has been spoken about here before is a second station. Why 

• should you be tied down to -

AcT RON. NENBER: (Inaudible) 

:·Et. J. tHNSOR: Say again. 

Ali' P.Ci:l. l·!E:!BER: (Inaudible) 

•e !·!R. J. ~JINSOR: Yes -':he Two Ronnies'- I do not know. 

I do not think they look at that, but they really are - there 

are a nu~ber of educational programs that are on and I think if 

TV was good enough the government could save an awful lot of 

• money, b~cause they could put all the educational programs on 

TV and tell the teachers to go home. How about that? 

· The !linister is making deals ~o~-~ 

with ~cConnel -no, the minister is not -the Premier's office 

• is making deals now with McConnell to do ten video tape~ 

(inaudible) video. The Qinister knows nothing about it. 

:·tR. J. HIHSOR: About h•hat1 

:1R. !{EARY: .About McConnell up in Montreal. 

• 
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:1R. J. lHNSOR: For what? 

• :tR. !lEARY: For the education (inaudible) 

educational programs -

:-!R. J. HI!~SOR: What are you suggesting? - scenes 

from the P.ouse of Assembly? 

• A rip-off for Mc·Connell. 

MR. J. lHNSOR: Has scenes from the P.ouse of Assembly, 

I hope? 

1-IR. NEARY: That is the kind of (irtaudible).-

• 
MR. J. lHNSOR: But seriously, you know, TV reception 

in this day and age should be better than ·it is, md -

:-!R. NEARY: - doing over here at the Extension 

• Department for (inaudible). They could be done. I checked it 

out this morning and they told me it could be done: Well, 

(inaudible) same over here as Memorial 

University, have not done it.- . 

• MR. J. WINSOR: The han. member is giving me a great 

help. 

- animated video tapes ~ they can do 

them over here at the university - Extension Department ··Yes, 

•e Sir! A rip-off for McConnell. 

SPEAKER: Order, please! 

:-!R. J. HINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I commit no 

sin now . 

• 

• 
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!le ·.-:ill give' it t:o me Hithout being 

as~~.=c., I assune. One tvord on educatiou, quote from that ~-,rief H~1ich 

I .:.u-:l sure if cvory nc!:lher fron t~is sicie :1as so2e~ it, I thi::l~, 

co:-.cer:1 over funcs available to· sct.ool ~cards. 'Since EE9 a 

niracle ~as occured in education iu rural Newfoundland. Cnildren 

fr:m: 5:'arc~ly po;::;lnted ar;d relstively isolated cv=unities as 

Dar:: i!olc, Snooks Am, P:1ilip's :!ead and 1Jeep Bite have :1ad a 

chance to obtain a fairly good education. Citildren from ti1ose 

areas nov haYe access to Hell qualified teachers, just like tney 

have at Grand Fal:n. ':.'bey noH attend schools uith indoor plumbi!:.g, 

just like they have at Le>visnorte, they r.ow iuwe pi•ysical education 

.classes in real gymnasiums just like they have at Gander. Some 

of t:tese children :1.:we been er.posed to sue:: pro;;rams as I;~usic, 

:1o::te econorlcs, !:1dustrial art5 anc eve!: had access ::.o guidance 

services and library serv~_ces, just lil:e they i1ave at St. jchn's 

A 4iracle, i:-,deed. ::odern day niracles can often be explaned ·'-''c. 

t~er~ is an explanation for this one. It cccured as a result 

of consoL.:.:ation of school boards and schools and school services. 

In th,o.t proc::ss of consoliclatior, tl:cre is one :r.ey elel:ler:t :dthout 

:-r:1ich con:F>lidati:m t·Jould not :-.ave bee:; possible. T!1at elem::nt 

uas the transportation of ~u!'ils, f!"om the y.:n:·iot!S s;r.all cor."uil.-

unities to .o. central area. Transportation of :->upils is the one 

factor 1 .bov2. all others ':t~ich h;ts made :Lt ?Ossi:-le for t~l~ child.­

rct1 frn::1 ~ s::1c.ll isolated cornnunit:: to h~.ve a reaso:--u?.~lc oppor-

tu~i t~; to ~e exposed to the qu:1li ty and the rruar~t~. ty of ~ro~ra.:-ns 

th~t ~re take~ for gra:-,:c.rl for t:;.e ci-.~.ildren in Urban c.reas.' 

T:~o.t is only nne Sl"!"lall pP..rt of thP.t brief and that ~oes on to 3:J.y: 

'Ti-~e 0asic ?rincipl~ t~at ::-tu.;t be e:-:ce.T!ted is th::lt all children 
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·~. JACK m:~SO'-: that ~rinciple is acceptance of 

n policy t-·i1ereb}' the gover=ent either pays 1•)0% of the t r.P.ns-

poret:!.on costs or devises the systen 1•hereby no boerd is pe::.alized 

simpl:: hacause it hns to transport :nore children th:m another 

beard. 1 0:1e of t:.e nost cor.nnon· critizisl!ls of pupil transportation 

is that it costs x ::umber of dollnrs just to set childre:1. to the 

s.chool ~uilding. '!he term l1ns become deroz;ator; c.s if t~e ~Jere 

tal!~ing about a :-raste of public funds. Is it a l·raste of funds to 

transport 30 pup iss to a ten roo1:1 sc:1ool from n fishing community 

that 1·70uld other.-nse be entitled to t'm teachers. Do ~.·e not uant 

the fishemen of that co!!U'!Iunity to be satisfied thp.t their chi:!.d-

ren have acceo;s to e.de':'.late schools. Do ,;e not t·rant: those fish-

emer. to stay in th.eir co=unities <>.nd fish in order t:1at they 

can produce the primary dollars from the ~rimary indust=Y that 

Ph:'.. cO'! :;ets me dm-n tc- prett~r near the <:md of r:ty tine. J!.~.d en 

that note the f:!.she!T.len 1 s children ;;:.rc certninly, nnd I .o.rn sure 

thnt every nember of~t!lis House 1·7:!.11 a~rP.e, entitled to the S<'~e 

':>enefi ts as those in St. John 1 s but it is sometL'lles ove;.lool~cc. 

The Hon. :~ember from St·. John 1 s 

South 

t l-.r., ... 
~L'-J 

Hr. Speake-::-, thar:k you for givir~z; me 

·set~i::g ir .. to t!!e :?.ain jody of my remc.rl:s t -...Joule! j~st lit:E. tc 

cor.trih?.':lt o:-:. ~ r.:atter that t~:e li.or,. r::ecber fro~. St. Jc:11.'.; ~-7-::st 

(Jr. Eul:-e!"t Kitc:-.eu) brought u~ tl':e ether Cay, lG:.s t cvc::i.:1~ ! 

belie;ve ·' a::d t1:..:.t ~-:ras i:l regc:rC to full-time n.n.:! pL'.rt-t5.rr.t: 

":1C7:".bers of ::!:e Hot!se. I thi:1l·. I .;_:u ;-rcbaLlly i~ a r.ocd 70si':icn to 
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speak o~ this because I suppos~ I 

• :·_:-oulC: be cataz,orized as a l'art-tine member and a fe~.,. affirisrr.s 

cone ::o :ni;::.d i:!. t~is regard and I thin~: C:::e fint one, I c',o !:lOt 

:~no~·r ~ 7h.O it is described to, goes somethin0 like this: "~·!a"r is 

too i!::.po!"ta:lt to inprot3.nt ·to leave ~o the generals." i-.:10~:!er 

• or!e is and I think it ~.:as Thore~u said this or.e, :-le said.: " Bei-~ig 

)u.sy :!..s :1ot enoug~, 

• e 
• 

• 

•e 

• 

• 

• 
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c~e question is •.:hat arc you busy 

about." It seer.~s to m12 t:,at ,.\:1at the ~011. member from St. John's 

;)est (Dr. Hubert ~::chen) !.s sugges ti:~~ t!1at tve shoulc! .::ave pro­

fessional politicians in this liouse. I ,:;oulc just like to co=.ent 

t!1at mar,)· citizens regnrd c:1is House already as i;ein3 :::ather 

ra~ovedffron t:1e realities of every day life, rather retJOved from 

the real problems of the province a."ld I tl'lid: ::hat if ''e ses;reciate 

t:1e representation of the House of Assenbly just to a certair. 

group of people e.-.d this is their function x-.d they have no other 

contact '3:'1all ,.,e say, no other meaningful, day by day uorking 

contact 1-!ith the rest of the population I vould not ti1inl: that 

uould be a very ;;ood idea and I would think that this t-rould only 

enhance ::he'vieH that many people have that this House does not 

reflect tl:is .r>rovince in very real termn. It is alsc it: r..y 

observ2..tion t~at t!1osa ~ ... ,.ho have bee:l ?S.rt-titt.e are not necessaril:r 

the least affected in ti1is Rouse, I think th.:lt they are cert.?.inly 

not less affected than many t·.'ho might he called fall term. ':hey 

are ::ossibly less ,,;ordy but I do not t:1inl•. they e.re necessarily 

less affected. As a matter of fact in some regards I \·:ould go 

to ::!'{e ex1!ct op~osite that soce of the so called part-ti::-,e me!'lt,ers 

of :::1is Eouse have been extremely affective and have contributed 

a great :h:ul. As I said it is· really aot c1m·l busy you <.re the 

qces tion is t·:ilat are you busy .?.bout. The other point is t~tat 

ther-e notable ~resedent:s ag.:ti:!Rt this, tve nll !~ot\~ then t~1e 

::.other of ?arliament~, there· is not enoug:1 seats there for e.very 

:c.e:::ber \·rho is ~ representative. ::.c this imr>lies ::he_t the o:\enbers 

c~ the :!'.other of parli:J.ment c:.:1:1.ot be so c:-.llcd full-tic~e, :in ot:·.£.::­

;;ord.o; t!le nother o.f r:-crliasent is designed so that !)eo;::le '"ill 

r:.ot :J-2 full-ti::J.e ·'l:ld I thtnk t~1P.t this i~ so7net!tin~ t~at ~-:~ S~tould 

Ocar in r.1ir:.d. I ~as a little s'J.ryri3ed thnt tl~e ho:1.. member f::cc . 
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;:JR. JOt:~! COLLI~<S: St. Jo:m 'n Hest (Dr. F.ubert Kitc!1en), 

for Hilom I .have alot of regan:! and :vhom I enjoy listening to, I 

t!1oug~t it uas a little unuorthy of him t!hen he said that t~e 

Prenier t·~as more less a part-ti6e member but at the sz,!'",e time 

he •.!id nto !Jut the sar.te label the leader of the Op!)osition, ~;•lc.o 

is frequently .abser:.t fr~;:~. this"' House. I -:~ould think th.1t at least 

i~ this regard SR~ce to the goose should be sauce to the ~ander. 

I meant to leave that point but before completely leavin6 it I 

~·muld like to make one other comment on tvhat my han. colleagues 

from the opposite of the House think about representation :!.:1 

this House. I do not quite understand, co.nd this is in r~g<trd 

to Labrador and St. Joh!'..' s, the 0pposition ".lenbers '·.ave eX!' res sed 

t!'!c opinion that the Labrador representation sl:oulc be greater . 

LA~rador should hco.ve greater· represent?.tion, at the present time 

rerresE'.ntation ~s three P..nd one half nen!:ers approximately 

for. SC)I".eth:!.r.z like t~".irty four or th:f.rty six thousand. ::'eorle 

and .it ha!' also bee!'. suz.ges.tcd that the House should spend 

sane tl1ing lii~e fifty percent of its time in L.;brador. It :ias 

.also bce:1 suggested that tl~e representation fer St. Johi"..'s is 

too ~1igh, inother t•rords ten Llernbers for sor..ctl-.~.ins !.il:e 

1~0,000 people is too higi1. I find this diffic~l~ tc ration-

i;:e really, are rvc represen.t:.i~g r>eoplc or ar~ t:e ;:oepr~:;er ... tin~ 

live in ~j.brz:.dor 'Jr if theyli -.re ir .. St. J o~l..i. 's or if ::l1ey live 

ir:. E:.:rg~o !l.:i.J d 'Zs?cir or if t~1~y li" . .-.e in Con.:eption E.:.y Sol!t:: 1 

:·~e decide :o i~c:-ca.se representation for t~u~ citi=cns of 
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citiz\:ns of ~!1is provir-.~.c::: ~·:~o live 

i~ St. John's. I think that the t:1o~ght be:ti:lc! it ancl be sane 

valitity to :::~is, ·is t=:.:'.t· the wealth of Labrador is so great, 

t~~e ':""iir-.~ral ·.:eal~!1 is so ~r~at ·that .th~s ·de.5€!rves b,reater 

representation. There is some vali tity to t!;.::.t but I hal~ the 

,ti~,~· t:~ac our ereatcst pride ru:-.~.d. our~ greatest ·.H~alt~ are tlie 

!)eople of this province. The other wealt:1s arc t:rm:satorJ m::.! 

coo:-. !:e ·rt:.ry readily eit:-.er dor.e •nt:<out or ot:,.er materials can 

be u:;ed in their pl.;:ce and so on but it is the 
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JF' .• JOH:: C0LLI:-:S: 

t::a hon. ici.em0cr Y. .. "h.o j",lSt spoke poi:1ted Dut, do not fcrz:=t the 

fislleries and t:l:e fis~1ernen ar~ t:1e ir.portant part of the fi.s!ier.:!..cs. 

I t~:ir .. l: that t~~e islaad of H~~l;rfoundl2.ncl a!~~culd. g:;t t~e r~pre­

sei":.ts.ticn it deserves in terns of the people :1;;re 2.nd t::.~ people 

, ~ Labrador si1ould get the representatio:: they deserve i:1 te.r:.'.s 

Tun<ir.g to the aair. ooGy of my re­

:nar:C.s, tl:is is the Throne Speech and t:1e T!1rone Spceci~ is really 

e broaC. leo~( at tl1e gove~~me~1t operation~. It is not a ?rec~_3c 

plan, I suppose, ~ut it is a ge;:~eral tl1rus t of eoverr.t'lent anG 

::;.o,,T t~1c;· are 00i:1g to nanage the affairs of ~i1e province, lt is 

a ge!lerc.l overall look. This is ratl"ler distiact i:t :r::.y unclerstar~d-

i::g from t:1e budget ~.:·~:e!."e i~ tht; budget C:ebate ~.re tall:ecl about 

rcrr~ge a little '>:ider. I ?~a a little blt dis!.lp?ointed because 

but i~ canr:.ot have n.n~r influence nol:r because the se~sio71 is just 

~bout nver -:,!hereas :!.f t~.1e Throne S:"eech has been at tl:e e~rly 

~a.rt of tt....e session at least ~v:1at ~,_ras said \·!ould ~1:1ve soT=l.e 

ze~ler~l i:tflue:.-.. ce or. t~1e. debate i:1. the t:ouse 4 In d.isgus.r;i::g t~1e 
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D!L JO!N CO!..LI~TS: nr.turt>.l fact~ but if you loo:~ ?.t it, it is 

not so c,ood, TI1e .:1reas H~o rroduce for the internati.onal ':"?.rbot 

usually ::tre the !mer:; of ~·.•ood e..nd the dra~cers of ,.,ater.. ir. ot~er. 

ccords they .".re ir: the cor.~odity business, the:r do not hr.ve ':lic;hly 

C:e•1eloryed econol'!ies of ti:eir. oc-:rn c:."ld I <1.':1 <>.fr.aid that is the 

situation in :TePfoundland. He exrort by large bul:~. unfini~hed 

f-'L"oducts, e\"2n in the fisheries and t~'Jen in pa~er., I ~e.a.."l. ne'::rs­

~e.per I su!'pose is the louest form of forest nroduct in terms 

of ~a-;_:u=r, tt is s. innnufactured :~roCuct granted but it is tt~e 

lor.Jest ty-pe and I think the.t it is i:nnrotant for us to re!'le~­

ber that to Sl)ite havi.ng had the ::':?.ner companies in t~1i.s pro­

vince for Many decades they have shoPn very l:l. ttle C<'-C'R.ci ty 

for advancin~ into other fo~s of ryroducts. Thev started out 

r1.s;-ect of our ec.:Jnouy is if He cxpo'!"t to t::~ intcrr.r:.~io~:!-1 

;:,_;:~tket, comnodity ~·1ise, l!e c:.~tually in?ort from t!:.c ceri.tral 

:!.r~ good, -:.'e e>..:_:"tort alot of raw r:atarials and ~Je iwport alot 

of fi:--.isll~::-:ct. j!roclucts fran rr..:lialaad Can~cL1. ar:d ·all ~ .. 7or~:s ·,:ell . 

:urn d.o~·:""ll for us to adjust our eco:.-_o;ny so t:-~at Fe redirrect 

O;Jr r.ec::'.s as far z.s ;:-e car:. to local producers, ':~at is ~l:.i:.--.;s 

t!1r!.t cose 2.ircc::ly to nind li::e Frcduce, V~betabl.e ~roduce. .:.u:.ci 

so on, ::~ric:.1ltur::.l produce, l11:ULer from ~:u~ forest£ -:?.rtC. '2t::r-

1.0109 
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DR. JOHN COLLINS: that small businesses can produce • 

When times are good'perhaps there is not much need to emphasize 

that part of our econOmy but when things turn down and we · 

are on hard times because the·international market does not 

want our commodities we then should have some means of turn­

ing in to some extent on ourselves so as to stimulate our 

own home economy. In also giving a broad look at the way our 

government and our province. works I think we have an appreciation 

of the past. I think another euphemism is that he who ignores 

history is destined to repeat the same mistakes over and over 

again. t do not want to go back into the dim and distant 

past but I would like to make a comment or two on the '50s and 

'60s. This was a time when the world economy was flowering 

and expanding and almost exploding practically throughout the 

world, certainly in places like Japan, West Germany, United States, 

even in Russia which was coming along in their own industrial 

revolution and it certainly applied to Canada, the sky was the 

limit and there seemed no bounds to what we could achieve. This 

had its influence on how governments operated. Costs were not 

really·a problem and it was felt that any short fall this year 

would be made up by the increasing output of the national 

economy in the following year so there was great government 

presence in everyones eyes, increasin~ government presence. I 

think if we think back to the early '50s and see how little 

government impinged on eVeryday life in those days and compared' 

to how it is now I think we get an appreciation of this. . There 

were large government schemes, costly schemes, but no one payed 

any attention to costs. The Newfoundland economy, Newfoundland 

government was not immune from this and we had what I would like 

to term government by lurch or lunge, governments lundered around, 

if that is the right term, or at least moved massively in one 
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DR. JOHN COLLIDS: dir.ection. and when this did not seem 

to be panning out it moved masively in some other di·rection and so 

and so forth. For instance the first lunge or lurch, I would sug-

gest, was towards industrialization, those were the days when 

fisheries were out, we were no longer to concentrate on.fisheries 

·this was not a worthy occupation, this was not a very product-

ive way to live, we must downgrade fisheries, if not actively 

at least tend to neglect it, not stimulate it and we must 

get into the industrial eraa This was done of cciurse with heavy 

subsidization, I do not need to innumerate these were the early 

industries, the shoe factories, candy factories, the battery 

factories and so on and so forth,and these had a temporary-affect 

but they were not the saving influence that they were supposed 

to be on the province. Ye also had other industrial pursuits and 

those were reletively small industrial endevours and we got into 

large industrial endevours now, none of which again panned out 

very well. I put Churchill Falls in that catagory, now Churchill 

Falls is supposed to be a success. story and .it is, I suppose in 

some respects certainly for the people of Quebec it is, but I 

do not think it is a great success story for the people of 

Newfoundland. One thing about Churchill Falls we must not for-

get is that Churchill Falls is essentially now gone. If Churchill 

Falls is never developed when it was and could now be developed 

in a way that gnve us benefit we would be much further ahead then 

we are at the present time. Churchill Falls was developed, it . 

was developed in such a.way that we got minimum benifit and it 

can never be developed again for the good of this province. The 

other large industrial endeavour were Come By Chance Linerboard 

and so on. This was the lurch or lunge towards industrialization 

that did not pay out at least it did not bring the benefits it . 
was supposed to. 

Another lurch or lunge was towards 
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DR •. JOHN COLLINS: education. Now I have benifited my-

self and thankful that I have from a fairly long educational en­

deavor, I might say .with no help from government to my knowledge,· 

it is all from my own family and from my ow efforts, and I 

am certainly not against the.governments of any area paying 

alot of attention to education but \mat I do want to bring· 

to the hon. members attention is that at that time, or let us 

put it this way, at a certain time education was out of the 

panacea, you did not need to do anything almost, just educate, 

educate in all d~rectio_ns -
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Dr. J. Collins: This is the case, in all directions and you are 

bound to end up with tremendous benefits. So we had massive cost 

increases in the education with large building developments in education. 

We had forced growth really, and this is no where more typified than at· 

our own University here. At one time our University was relatively 

modest, academically orientated institution which· I attened myself in 

poorer times, and you know it was not be any means a world shaker and 

certainly it needed development. But in a few decades, something like 

twenty years it has grown from that sort of thing to a monstrously 

all pervading institution in this Province, practically beyond control 

and almost beyond our ability to finance. This was. a change that in 

other places and in other jurisdictions would have taken perhaps a 

hundred years. Well now you might say, well this is a great thing 

we can compress what went on a hundred years into twenty years. But 

I would suggest that you can only go so far with that, if you force 

things too much you do not end up with a good healthy plants, I am not 

a horticulturist, but if I may use that simile, you would end up with 

a rather sickly overdeveloped plant in some respects, underdeveloped 

in others. In other words it is not a good healthy organization. 

And I suggest ttiat this is what Memorial University is endanger of 

becoming if it .has not become now. 

Again I am more familiar with the health aspect 

of things, so even in Memorial University, I am more familiar with the 

medical school there. At one time our hospitals cost $10 million to 

$15 million that type of thing. But now we cannot get away with less 

than a $100 million hospital. For instance I had occasion recently 

to look at the residency programme of our medical school., we have 

103 residenGes, 57 of which are not only not Newfoundlanders, that are 

only not Canadians, that are not only North Americans, they are not 

English speaking, in Mother tongue, 57 of 103. Now this seems to me 

development of a residency programme for its own sake, and just the 

salary costs of the residency programme alone is a quarter of a 

million dollars coming out of this Province . 
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Dr. J . Co 11 ins: Now as I mentioned earlier even in the 

great old days when costs were no object, when the sky was the limit, 

and tomorrow was always going to be a better day, ~1ho cares about 

a quarter of a million dollars for something, these are residents,, 

these are trainee doctors -

AN HON. MEMBER: Coming.from other jur.isdictions. 

DR. J. COLLINS: These.·are not coming from other jurisdictions, 

coming from other parts of the ·world - out of 103 residents in training, 

medical residents in training out of 103, 57 are not only not 

Newfoundlanders, they'are not only not Canadians, they are. not only 

not North Americans, their Mother tongue is not even English, these . 

are residents. At the medical school we would have the undergraduates 

who have not yet qualified, then after qualification you would have the 

interns who are doing their early practical years before they go into 
- ) 

practice, and then the next rate would be the residents v1ho would 

. be aiming for specialty practice. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Where would these residents who are undergraduates 

come from? 

DR. J. COLLINS: In Punjab, in Hungary, you name "it, 57 of them 

at least; I do not know where the others, but 57 at least, as I say, 

were not English speaking in the Mother tongue. 

Now ·I have absolutely nothing against someone from 

the Punjab who wants to go into residency and who v1ants to become 

a specialist, and I would not have anything against him coming to 

this Province, but I would suggest that 57 of his conferers out of 

100 is a bit much for our Province to take on even ·allowing for the 

fact that there is a large federal input into our University. In 

other words these priorities, this is not good priority thinking I 

do not think. 

We also in our·medical school have very high 

cost, what I would call services of a prestige nature in some 

respects, very narrow and very doubtful benefit. For instance we 

have a very highly, I do not know if ,it is highly developed, but it is 
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Dr. J. Collins: certainly highly staffed genetic service. Again 

a genetic service of itself is quite a good thing. But when you have 

a genetic service 
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• DR. J. COLLI!<S: which has so many technicians there 

at'very good salary that they do not have e~ough work to do; 

and I have been inforrn~d Very reliably that they are looking 

for work to do. They have so many technicians there looking 

• for work to give them to whereas in some hospitals they are 

crying out for technicians for the ordinary type of work. In 

other words again the th~ust seems to be a little askew. We 

do not have to even comment on the control mechanisms - the 

• cost economic control mechanism• at the university - because 

as far as we are concerned there are not any. lie have no IJay 

in this Province of knowing whether there is extravagance going 

on at the university or not, because we ire not allowed to look 

• at the budget or review the budget. I might say in contra-

distinction, I went to the University of Edinburgh and every . 
year I am just a sort of overseas alumni, every year I get a 

detailed administrative butiget from the University of Edinbur~h. 

It is broken down to an extent that it is absolutely of no • interest to 6e, but from my own university here - the ~niversity 

'in our own ?rovince, and I am an elected representative of 

the people, I have been told by the President of the university 

that he will give some information to a newspaper but he 

•e· certainly will not give it to oe or to my colleagues in the 

House. I do not understand that attitude. I think it is just 

i way of thinking that I cannot understand. It seems to be 

so much out of character with a way of· operating. How, if 

• I may then go on to another aspect of what I might call the 

lurcher or lunge way of handling our economy; and that was in 

the somewhat later period when the Province was blanketed, 

and I do not think that is too small a term, with social 

• programs, mainly I suspect to get the 50~ federal dollar. It 

did not ~articularly matter whether these procrams were 

particularly appropriate to our circumstance here as long as 

the federal government put in 50~. <ve ,·ere going to oatch it 

• 
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)R. J. COLLINS: nnd bring the program into effect. 

I could mention the unemployment progrnm in this regard. 

understanding - my reading of the unemployment iisurance program 

that the federal government brought into effect - this was 

designed r~ally for an industrial type of people or society, 

most quite appropriate, say, to the Toronto area or to the 

Montreal area or to the Sarnia area, but quite inappropriate 

to our area here. If we were going to bring in an unenployment 

~nsurance pr~gram here, it would not be designed in this way 

at all. Ye had to deal with the seasonal work which was the 

expec~ed here, the traditional here, the understobd here, and 

to bring in unemployment insurance based or patterned on an 

industrial type of society into that situation, it was only 

asking for trouble and I suggest that we do not have to be 

looked upon as rednecked Tories to think that the unemployment 

insurance program has not been an unalloyed benefit to this 

Province. The same way the health programs here - the health 

programs were forced upon this Province as they were forced 

on some other provinces. They were designed with a concept 

in mind without any actual input from the local area often, and 

I have spoken on this already in former remarks, and I think 

that the health programs that were forced upon us here really 

by the federal scheme should now be totally revamped so that 

they will handle the problems that we have here and not be 

wasteful in terms of things that we do not need to spend money 

on. Uow, this was I think what history teaches us, that this 

is the way that things havi gone in the past, and I think we 

should learn a lesson from this. I am not saying that all 

these things were done without good intentions> I suggest 

they were done with good intention. I do not think they were 

all faulty either; I think there was some good out of it. By 

and large, it is not the answer for this Province - the sudden 

industrialization~£ the Province that government demands. 

r:lis seems to me ·what our recent history has taught us, and 

I thiu.k the 
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:lR. J.COLLINS: people also felt that because when 

the seventies came along they felt that we needed a new way of doing 

things and I suggest that is ~~hy the PC administration took over. 

In other words the PC was suppose to be a reform attempt at government. 

t~e were to have a team leading us. in place of essentially a one-man 

leadership. A very forceful character and probably many - I was never 

a follower of the gentleman in question but I can-see that he probably 

had certain good points but ! suggest in the overall he was not good 

for this Province, he was a one-man operation and no one-man has all 

the answers. so we had a team come in in place of the one-man approach. 

lve also had an arrangement whereby there weuld be control and planning 

and restraint rather than extravagance and lunging and lurching and 

looking for the golden rainbow. However perhaps if ·I have offended 

members opposite perhaps my next few remarks may make amends if such 

be needed, however I do not think it has been adequate. If the industrial 

lurc~ing and industrial approach was not the answer for this Province I 

do not think we can say that in the last seven or eight years that we 

have solved the problems in this Province. It seems to be that we 

still have not found the way of doing it. 

Now where should 1.re go from here? And if 

we cannot go by massive government imput and we just cannot go by restraints 

and careful attention to the dollar and so on where do we go? I think 

we still need the radical approach because we have very deep-seated problems. 

I do not th~nk a gradual, an actual gradualism is going to get us anywhere. 

I thlnl we will only fall further and further behind •. t~e do have to take 

a radical approach, 1.re have to attack our problems with vigour and 

imagination. But how do ~re do this without massive government intrusion 

and therefere get_into the troubles we got into got into in the 1950,; 

and 1960s. I think the US taxpayer protest in the United States perhaps 

gives us a bit of a lead in this and also I think that the letters 

that have been increasingly written in our daily newspapers, the crime, 

the amount of government intrusion in lives, the amount of regulation 

that the average citizen has to follow and generally the weight of government 

and the taA load on the citizen , I think this all gives us a lead. I 
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DI!.J.COLLINS: might say also say that hon. members 

in this House have also spoke in the same vein, the hon. member for 

St. John's East (Nr.!-larshall), the hon. member for St.John's West(Dr. 

Kitchen),'! remember distinctly have fashioned their remarks in the 

same vein. 

So.it seems to me that we have to set 

the people free, we have not to ·just throw government in a massive way 

into thP ... ·economy, we have not just to sit back and take a very cautious 

approach, t•e have to set the people free that is by turning the main 

thrust of our economy over to the private citizen, over to the individual 

again. This is clearly I think the next way to go and I would hope it 

will be successful but in doing that I think we have to gi•re him the 

means of being effective. It is no gooci s~yi~g that alright government 

has failed, if you want to put i't' in those terms, government has failed 

and you take over. I do not think that will do it. We must not only 

say we will throw the ball to you, we will cast the torch to you but 

we also must eive you the means of doing something effective. 

I do not think we on this side of the 

House have done this ir. my view adequately. I thin~ our hearts have 

bean in that. direction, I thin>. that we have advocated small business 

stimulation but this is it, I· think we have tended to stimulate small 

business by throwing money at it, collecting taxes and thrm•ing money 

at it and there is a phethora of programmes aronnd. I remember the hon. 

member for Grand Falls (Hr. Lundrigan) saying there are so many 

programmes of stimulation in this Province, government programmes that 

is, there are so many programmes of stimulation in this Province that 

he cannot keep up with them his self and he was the Minister of Industrial 

Development. I think in the smme vein joint ventures - I am not too 

keen on joint ventures. I am prepared to listen to debate in a specific 

area and see if a joint venture is a good thing or if it is not but it 

seems to me that here again this i~ not the way to do it. This is 

replacing what stould be local effort bv somPthine arranged by government • 
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DR. COLLINS: Now, how do we tackle this 

then? It seemed to me that the only way we can do it is 

to reduce the load of taxation. I have difficulty in 

seeing how we can go on collecting taxes at the 

increasing rate we have ever since,. certainly the mid 

i950's, and have our economy ·become a healthy. one. Not 

only .do I think we have to put a stop on the tax load 

we take from the economy, I think we actively have to 

reduce .it, we have to turn it back. 

Mr. Speaker, it is essentially 

six o'clock, I would like.to adjourn the debate. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member has moved the 

adjournment of the deb~te. 

It being six o'clock I leave 

the Chair until right o'clock . 
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The House resumed at 8:00P.M . 

Hr. Speaker in the Chair. 

NR. SPEAKER: Or.der, please! 

EC - 1 

The hon. the member for 

St. John's South . 

MR. J. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, before the House rose 

at 6:00P.M., I made a few remarks which I might just 

summarize very quickly now and that was to say that since 

the Province became a Province of Canada we have looked for 

our economic salvation in this Province. We tried it 

initially through government financing of large schemes and 

this had limited success. We the~ tried it through massive 

input into the educational process which was good in itself 

really, but in actual fact it has been very expensive and 

has given less returns than we had hoped. And then government 

tried through attracting many federal dollars, fifty cent 

dollars by getting involved in social service programmes 

and therefore attracts all this extra financial assistance 

from the f~d~ral government into the Provin~e, and this has 

caused at least as many headaches as it caused benefits. 

Since the P.C.s took over they have 

taken the approach of ·trying to assist the smaller businessman 

and trying an approach of planning and restraint, and this 

also has had relatively limited success in my view. And 

I was putting forth the proposal that we should now take 

what seems to be an approach that is becoming much in favour 

throughout the world, and that is to try to diminish the 

impact of ~overnment on the people and give the people, 

themselves an opp·ortunity to increase their economic output 

and their economic well-being mainly through diminishing 

the role of government and diminishing the taxation load. 

Now, Hr. Speaker, I have already 

in the debate on the Budget spoken of health, so I will not 

go into that in a big way, but I would just like to mention 
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that ~ere we can find savings in 

I pointed out at that time that the 

total health costs in this Province .amounted to about 

19 per cent of the provincial Budget, about 7.5 per cent 

of the gross provincial product, and this actually increased 

about 400 per cent sin~e t~e early 1970s. None of these 

figures are out of keeping with other provinces; however, 

this massive amount of money expended by the public 

authority in the health field have really benefitted 

a relativeli narrow segment of the population,. and the 

federal block funding now gives us the opportunity to 

evolve our own health system, one designed to remove the 

undesirable features £rom the other ones which have led 

to unnecessary expenditures in some areas and under 

expenditures in others and will now allow us to direct 

our expenditures in the health field only where they are 

needed and not where they are not needed, and probably 

this will actually end up as a total saving in the health 

field, a saving that can be directed elsewhere. 

We also need to change our 

methodology in supplying health services so as to increase 

the efficiency and the economy of the system. 

The next area that I think we should 

look at in terms of increasing our economic well-being is 

in the fisheries. And I am certainly not personally 

knowledgeable in the fisheries; I certainly do not come 

from a fisherj area, but I suggest that the majority of 

hon. members are in the same boat. There are only a 

relatively small number of hon. members in this House who 

are knowledgeable in the fisheries although a greater 

proportion do come from areas that are engaged in the 

fisheries. This does not inhibit me in any way from saying 

a few words about the fisheries . 

I certainly support the han. the 

member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) in his remarks 
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DR. J. COLLINS: the other evening with regard to 

the provincial role in the fisheries vis-a-vis the federal 

role. And in my view, I think the jurisdiction for the 

fisheries within the 200 mile limit should be given to the 

provincial jurisdiction just as we are hoping to get control 

over the hydro carbon into the provincial jurisdiction. 

It has been stated that if this happen~d we would lose 

a lot of federal financing - I do not think this necessarily 

follows - and tha.t also we would be in great conflict with 

other provinces, and again, I do not think this necessarily 

follows. I thi~k that because the provinces control certain 

areas does not mean that the federal government does not 

contribu~e to these areas. If this were so there would be 

no federal coritribution .into health, education, social 

services and so on. Similarly, jurisdictional disputes and 

si•ilar disputes could be settled by the appropriate 

interprovincial advisory committees and so on . 

I am at a loss really to understand 

the attitude of bon. members opposite who - and I may be 

misreading them - but they seem to be in favour of the 

federal authority really controlling the fisheries in our 

area. In other words, they seem to feel that the destiny 

of our Province sh~uld be in federal hands. Because if 

we do have a destiny, surely it is tied up with the fisheries. 

And I do not think the 
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DR. COLLINS: ' Terms of Union ever envisaged that 

when we joined Canada we would pass out of our hands, into someone 

else's hands, the actual raison d'etre of this Province from the 

time it was discovered. This I. think is quite inexplicable. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not have much 

time left really. I would like to just say a few words about 

Gull Island. In my view the main interest of our Province in 

terms of Gull Island is to maintain control of the equity part 

of the financing. I think that our ownership should not be 

surrendered in any way by loss of significant amounts of 

equity. I think that we may sell any amount of non-equity holding 

in the enterprise but we certainly should not surrender the common 

shares, the common stock, the equity aspect. We have every right 

to look for appropriate grants from the federal authorities for 

this venture and it seems to me that these fall into two main 

categories, there is the category of grants that is due to any 

area which is developing a resource of national implications. And 

I would point to the hydro carbon and oil developments in Alberta 

in the early days. This attracted considerable federal support. 

The Syncrude development attracting massive federal support. Atomic 

power has been underpinned by enormous amounts of federal funding and 

so on. So that we have every right, because we are developing a 

national project, a project of national significance, we have every 

right to look for grants in equivalent amounts. 

Now the second type of grant I think 

that we pave every right to look for is a special one. That is that 

we are cut off from selling our natural resource in this particular 

field, that is hydro electrical generation, .we are cut off by 

the make-up of the Canadian Constitution from selling that to good 

advantage. We are being forced to sell it at shall we say bargain 

prices to Quebec. And this could be taken issue with by the federal 

government. If the federal government took issue with this we would 

get much ·more benefit from the sale of any power that we felt was 
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DR. COLLINS: surplus to the Gull Island. 

Now if the federal government does 

not wish to take this stand I think that we have every right to 

demand that they pay for it. And I mean that literally, that if 

. we are forced to sell power at the Quebec border at rates less 

than the ones that we would get if we could transmit the power, 

constitutionally down to the New England States and into Ontario, 

.in that case the federal government should make up the difference 

in the benefits to this Province . 

I understand my time has run out. I 

have other remarks to make but perhaps I will have an opportunity 

at another time. 

HR. SPEAKER: 

. SOME HON. l1EMllERS : 

'!1R. CALLAN: 

TI1e hon. member for Bellevue. 

Hear,hear: 

Mr. Speaker, I want to have a few 

words to say on the Throne Speech debate. When I ended up the 

other day I was on the Budget Speech debate. I was talking about 

my district. I did not get very far. I started in Harkland and 

mentioned I was forty-three years old, and then I came out to 

Whitbourne, passed the Boys' Home there and the !1arkland Hospital 

and I crossed along by the stadium there at Whitbourne, 1i'hi.ch I 

could spend an hour on but that is unnecessary. It is one of the 

most· finalncially stable concerns in this Province as far as stadia 

is concerned. 

The member for Harbour Grace (Mr. Young) 

last night talked about people jumping on the band wagon over in 

·Conception Bay regarding stadia, or stadiums, and when the member 

for Eagle River (}!r. Strachan) mentioned that if they do not want 

them in Conception Bay then bring one up our way, up my way, the 

member for Harbour Grace (Mr. Young) I think made a rather bad remark 

when he said, ''Where is that in Scotland?" I do not know if this is 
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HR. •. CALLAN : how the member for Habour Grace 

(Hr. Young) talks to the hon. gentleman from Exploits (Dr. Twomey) 

because -

MR. NEARY: That is the crowd that does not 

get personal you know, no personalities • 

MR. CALLAN: - because that gentleman has an accent 

and I enjoy his accent as I enjoy the accent that this gentleman has 

here. I think -

MR. NEARY: How about my hon. friend the Irish man? 

I enjoy his accent. I think it is great. I love it • 

MR. CALLAN: That is right. That is right • 
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MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I went down as far aa 

Dildo and I talked about the four or five fish plants there, a 

thriving co~unity, South Dildo, Dildo and Old Shop. Even some 

fishermen there from Blaketown •. Of course as everybody knows there 

~rere one or two people in Blaketown who are actively involved 

in a much more money making concern but that is all in the past 

now. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps I can go down 

to the area of the diatrict where I live, as you go ot the TCR 

there and come down to Chapel Arm, Norman's Cove and Long Cove 

'are there together. Mr. Speaker, I find it a little bit difficult 

. to get up and be excited about what this government is doing in my 

district because as I said on other occasions, the only thing that 

is happening there, it is nice to hear the member for Bonavista North 

get up and talk about some of the things that are happening in his 

district and I would love to be able to get up and say the same 

thing about mine but the unfortunate thing is, Mr. Speaker, I cannot • 

MR. MORGAN: For not doing his job. 

MR. NEARY: The member for -

MR. CALLAN: That is right. That is probably it·. 

MR. MORGAN: He is not doing his job as a member. 

MR. CALLAN: T:lat is right. 

HR. NEARY: He will do it the next time round. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, there is a lovely new wharf 

being built there at Chapel Arm. I think this is the second phase now 

of a Canada Works project that is providing a combination breakwater 

wharf, the first time that they have ever had anything there. Not 

only does it provide a rather sale harbour for some of. the boats 

there but at the same time it keeps the highway for washing al·Tay 

where the highway crosses the beach there at Chapel Arm. 

Mr. Speaker, in Norman's Cove- Long Cove, 

the Rural District Council, the municipality of Norman's Cove- Long Cove, 

where I live, we have been looking for water and sewer there since 
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MR. CALLAN: 1971 I think it was incorporated, 

and back in 1975, in the Spring's budget or when the estimates 

went through in '75 in the Spring, money was allocated for 

water and sewer for that municipality. And then in October 

I think of that same year, a couple of weeks following the 

election it was withdrawn again. Where it went I do not 

know, Mr. Speaker, but I have· heard some -

HR. NEARY: Bonavista North probably. 

MR.. CALLAN: - rather strange stories and I found 

out this morning that nothing in the way of water and sewer again 

this year. 

MR. NEARY: What? 

MR. CALLAN: Nothing again this year. 

HR. NEARY: They do not know the ··feeling of a toilet 

flushing in that area. 

MR. CALLAN: It is terrible, Mr. Speaker, the way that 

people have to fight and end up getting nothing. I do not know what 

they are being punished for. They are hard working people. They 

are decent people, primary producers; Some of them work at Long 

Harbour. Many of them are fishermen, you know carpenters who work 

here in St. John's. 

MR. LUSH: Really industrious people. 

MR. CALLAN: Some work with the CNT. You know they 

are all, for the most part, hard working people and why they are 

being punished is something that I do not know • 

NR. WOODROW: Thera is a lot to be done under 

Term 29 though -

.MR. NEARY: They will not be punished much longer, 
) 

I will tell you. After the people get to the polls they will not 

be punished much longer after that. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Let the hon. member for Bay of Islands 

(Mr·. Woodrow) tell you. 

}!R., l·TOODROW: Sure I am telling you. 

AN RON. ~-!E:1BER: Sure he did it, you were not here. 
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MR. NEARY: Did what? 

MR. WOODROW: I was trying to tell him why we should 

convince Ottawa to get more money. 

MR •. CALLAN: 

on through my district • 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: 

limit on -

MR. CALLAN: 

Well, Mr. Speaker, perhaps I can move 

It was Mr. Diefendbaker who put the 

Mr. Speaker, if I move on over to 

Thornlea, again the people are hard working there. They have not 

asked for much actually. They have pavement through the community. 

There are a couple of gaps. There is a gap there between Lon~ 

Cove and, I would say there is about a three mile·gap there, a 

dirt road in between the two communities, Long Cove and Thornlea, 

and then there is another gap between Bellevue and up towards the 

Trans Canada. Why the gaps were left there I do not know but -

Well I do know I suppose. Actually the former member for that 

particular part of the district which was then called Trinity South, 

the member came over in a public meeting in Bellevue and said, 

"I have $400,000 for you for road work, where do you want the money 

spent?" Now we discovered of course that he did not have $400,000·at 

all. That was actually the taxpayers' money that he was talking about. 

If he had $400,000 and then the government had $400,000 then that 

would have done the job completely. But as it happened that member 

was talking about what the government had allocated for it. 

I say that, Mr. Speaker, because that 

is not the .first time that that former member got up in a meeting 

and talked about what he had. I remember him coming to a meeting 

at Whitbourne when we were trying to bUild the stadium that I 

_mentioned just now and 
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MR. CALLAN: He told us he had $500 cheque in his pocket, 

a donation towards a proposed stadium, and he went back with that 

cheque in his pocket and we never heard tell of it since, of course. 

But anyway, Mr. Speaker, if I can move on 

AN HON. MEMBER: owner over there, a fellow 

MR. CALLAN: Bellevue, yes. Bellevue they are.fortune 

this year, as Chapel Arm is fortunate this Spring to have a Young 

Canada Works where they are providing sports facilities for the 

young people who live in these communities, ball fields and so on. 

Chance Cove, Mr. Speaker, is a big fishing 

community, a fish plant o~ private concern, a fellow from Normans 

Cove is building a fish plant there now at considerable expense, and 

PK - 1 

I believe with some~help from Rural Development, I am not sure about 

that·;· bu.t I would imagine so. Again, of course, 75-25 , I think, it is 

the way it is broken down in feder'a 1 money out of Rur:a 1 Deve 1 opment. 

So, Mr. Speaker, Chance Cove is a thriving community. They have an 

excellent water system. No thanks to this government, although they 

app 1 i ed through Canada Works and they hooked· up severa 1 artesian we 11 

·and practically every home in that community has an adequate water 

supply. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Go way! 

MR. CALLAN: The same thing happened down in Goobies as . 

I mentioned last Fall, they did it through a $71,000 Canada Works grant. 

And North Harbour the same thing happened, Garden Cove, and many 

communities in the district of Bellevue who gave up expecting help 

from. the Provincial Government, and perhaps for a good reason, and 

am not, you know, perhaps the government cannot afford to do all of 

the things, and I go along with some of the peopl~ on the government side 

of the House who say, that people expect perhaps too many handouts from 

the government, and I agree with that. You know, I have seen people 

one or two families who nearly nag you to death trying to get an 

artesian at the same time they can go and buy a $5,000 or a $6,000 

car, but they cannot afford to go and hire, you know, some people do, 
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Mr. Callan: the government side of the House who is just as 

frustrated, just as broke, and everything else as I am, and I said 

that I would mention it, and he thought it ·was a good .idea, and 

perhaps if more of us talked about it, and if more of us were suffering 

perhaps, you know, it is pretty easy for the member for St. John's 

South (Dr. J. Collins) to get up and say, you know, we need ten members 

in St. John's and, you· know,. we ·do not need full-time members and all 

that sort of thing. It is pretty easy for the doctors and the lawyers 

and the big business people to get up and say that, you know, they 

are earning thei:r $50,000 or $60,000 in salary outside of this House 

of Assembly -
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MR. NEARY: 

MR. CALLAN: 

He has to do that to keep in touch with reality . 

·And I was a little bit disappointed. 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I am a little bit 

disappointed in a number of people on the government side 

of the House . I am a little disappointed in the member for 

St •. John's South (Dr. J. Colliis); I am a little bit 

disappriinted in the ~ember for Kilbride (Mr. Wells), you 

know, how that man can sit over there knowing that he does 

not serve nearly the time that he should in this House; and 

how the member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) can come 

here periodically and stand up and make speeches and then 

get the press that he is looking for and so on and then 

disappear after perhaps earning $1,000 or so that day, it 

is a little bit disillusioning, Mr. Speaker. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

UR. CALLAN: No, men who resign from the Cabinet 

or who perhaps refuse to accept a Cabinet position because 

it would interfere with the money that they would hope and 

knew they would earn in their practices, whatever that might 

have been. 

Mr. Speaker, the member for 

Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) last night talked in glowing 

terms, in philosophical terms and so on. But does the 

member not realize that Newfoundland is not that large a 

Province and people are no longer stupid . 

The member for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush) 

the other night talked about 737-3800 and pi r2. Well, I am 

sure we have all heard the story about pi r 2 - you know, 

the ·student who came home from university and his poor father 

had worked hard to raise the money to send him to university 

and he was glad to do so. And the young fellow came home 

in th~ Spring, and the next morning he was eating breakfast 

with his father at the breakfast table and his books were 

there on the table, and his father said to him, 'Young man, 
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:·!R. CALLAN: I have spent a couple of thousand 

dollars on you; you have gone to university for a year and 

I am prbud to do it, I hav~ sacrificed to do it' - that vas 

at the time, of course, when probably most of the people in 

a household were p~etty illiterate; they had to get somebody 

else to fill out an income tax return for them and even an 

unemployment insurance form and what have you - and he said, 

'Okay, my son, what have you been learning?' And he picked 

up one of the books that happened to be a math book, and he 

looked in the book and he saw this symbol, and he said to 

his son, '·What is that there? What are you learni.ng ·in 

there? I have spent a couple of thousand dollars on you. 

Is it doing you any good? I hope it is. What is this here?' 

And the son said to him, 'That is pi r2.' And his father 

got a little bit 'angry and said, 'I have spent $2,000, 

I have sent you to St. John's for a year, and nov you come 

home and ~ell me pie are squared. Pie are not squnred, 

cake are squared. Pie are round. ' Hell, Mr. Speaker, that 

day is gone, I believe. You know, the people in this Province 

are not illiterates any longer. The people of this Province 

know why the member lor Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) took the 

stand that he took. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, everybody knows why the 

member for Grand Falls really resigned. The man resigned for 

three reasons - and I do not want to dwell on this, but 

I mean, to hear the man get up last night and rattle off 

the philosophical nonsense that he rattled off and chastising 

us over here for wasting the time of the House and all that, 

you know, it vas a little bit sickening, when here was a man 

who was in a Cabinet and got out. 

AN HON. HEMBER: 

~!R. CALLAN: 

Why? Why? 

He got out for three reasons. 

Well, number one, of course - and perhaps they all revolve 

10134 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

·-
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 13, 1978 Tape 4357 (Night) EC - 3 

MR. CALLAN: around the same reason - he got out 

because he sees himself a~ Premier of this Province, a 

P.t. Premier some day, and so he resigned for one reason, 

he knew, of course, that as long as he was associated with 

the Premier and the moose and ·the partridge and so on that 

the people will remember this, so he had to disassociate 

himself from the Premier or any connections with him so that 

they would see him as the shining light, the man who went off 
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MR.CALLAN: on his own becau~-e he did not want to 

be - he was not a part even though some people may have thought he 

was a part of the moose hunting and partridge hunting expedition. 

MF • NEARY: He has no pilot to take him there now 

since Pearcey resigned. 

l'R. CALLAN: And, Mr. Speaker, it was pretty easy 

for the member for Grand Falls (Mr.Lundrigan) to resign from the 

Cabinet and blame everything on the Premier and say tte Premier has 

broken his promise to the people in Central Newfoundland. It was very 

easy for him to do that and I am surprised, Mr. Speaker, you know I 

think ~Je all recognize the Premier as being not a petty man. He is 

not a petty man, he has never been a petty man and he is not usually 

a nasty man and we all admire him for that. 

AN .!!,ON. MEMBER: He is changing lately though. 

MR. CALLAN: Well that is true. He is changing lately 

and perhaps the man has good reason. When his own flock starts to 

turn on him you know this gives him a good reason for being nasty. 

1-'R. PECKFORD: Make a new administration. It is a 

wonder there are busaries in 1979 dealing with the Bank of 

Canada. 

}'R. CALLAN: Hell actually he did not want any part 

of the blame for that moose bunting, partridge hunting trip. He wanted 

to disassociate himself from that. 

MR. SIMMONS: 

~'R. CALLAN: 

H'hat (inaudible) 

And of course the other thing was that 

he did not want to take the blame even thought he knew he was there . 

Hhen the Premier made the promise that something would be done in 

year's budget. 

~'R. NEARY: took the blame 

for Pearcey . 

MF .. CALLAN: He was there. The member for Grand 

Falls (Mr.Lundrigan) was there and he should have accepted the blame 

or showed the responsibility. And- of course the other reason, Mr. 

Speaker, is because he had served for more than tl:o years, nearly two 
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~ .• CALLAN: .and one half years as Minister of 

Industrial Development and Minister of Rural Development, a dual 

portfolio and he saw nothing happening in Rural Development and of 

course what did he see tn the portfolio of I?dustrial Developmen.t?All 

he saw was industries - rather than starting up he saw industries closing 

d~~. and so he said now if the people judge me on my performance as a 

Cabinet Minister.· -they kn~ what kind of a man I am in Oppositon. When 

I ~as in Ottawa I shone in Opposition criticizing and fuddle-duddling 

and so on b.ut as a Cabinet Minister I am a disappointment· but I IJill 

resign now, a year or six months or two years before the leadership so 

that the people will have foregotten all that and then that will give 

me another l:i.ttle edge when I start philosophizing and travelling 

around this Province after· the PC leadership whenever that may come. 

Mr. Speaker, the member for Grand 

Falls (Mr.Lundrigan) must realize that we are living in a global 

village and he c.annot have a helicopter come d~ to Upper Island Cove. 

It ~~as only last week, Mr. Speaker, that I heard a gentleman who works 

out off Long Harbour at ERCO tell me a story that was told to him by 

somebody who livP.d in Upper Island Cove about how the member for Grand 

Falls (Hr. Lundrigan) - I think this .took place about a year or so 

ago, was sitting down with his big knapsack and so on.- where are you 

going and how are you going there? What are you. waiting for? And by 

and by down comes a helicopter. And the fellow had a field of grass out 

there or hay or something and that was scattered all over God's creation 

when the helicopter landed in the garden. You knew people who work at 

Long Harbour and cannot get an increase in salary and so on know those 

things and they remember them for a long, long time, ~ey know ~~hat is 

happening. 

If I may take another example, Mr. 

Speaker. Two l¥eeks ago I think it was a young woman, a lady called me 

from Hodge's Cove telling me about a problem that her father l-ad down 

in Southport and he "anted to see the member. Well I said"fhe House 

is open and I am in St. John's practically every night and I do not know 
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~·!R. CALLAN: when I can go do~m there. " I did not 

tell the woman it was going to cost me . ten dollars in gas. It was a 

bit inconvenient to take a four hour dr·ive to see one gentleman. Anyr,1ay 

I a aid, "Okay, fine I "'ill go down en Sunday afternoon'.'! will go out 

for a Sunday afternoon drive with the family and I will go down and 

see the man • 

~.N HON. MEMIER: 

~!R. CALLAN : 

The proper thing. 

The following night, Mr. oSpeaker 

now what I could have done and perhaps what we are · tempted to do 

sometimes is brush it off and hope that the problem will go away and 

that that gentleman will contact vomebody else, perhaps the welfare 

officer or a lawyer or somebody and clue up his problem. Well anyway 

I did not I said I would be down on Sunday afternoon, The very next 

night, Hr. Speaker, 1 had another call from the· gentleman's son who 

happened to 
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MR. CALLAN: live in Blaketown, and when I went down 

to Southport on ·sunday afternoon to see the old gentleman I 

discovered in the House at the time that I went in there was his 

daughter and son-in-law from Arnold's Cove; So here was a 'family 

that had the tenacle so to speak reach to practically every part 

of my district and so you might think that you are doing something 

in one community and nobody knows anything about it in another, 

but here lvas a case lvhere, as I said, you know something that I thought 

that an old gentleman in Southport would know about but nobody else, 

here I discovered that he had a dau~hter married in one. community, 

a son married somewhere else, a daughter-in-law somewhere else, and 

Mr. Speaker, word gets around. Word gets around of what kind of act 

that people are tryin~ to play or trying to put on. And the member 

for Grand Falls (Mr; Lundrigan) is putting on a fine act -

:1R. NEARY: 

actor of the year. 

}!R. CALLAN: 

He should get the Oscar for best 

- coming out and saying publicly -

he comes out and says publicly that presenting petitions in the 

House of Assembly is a waste of time. It is a 'N'aste of time, 

nothing is accomplished. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know if the 

man realizes what he is saying. I mean did the man just come out 

for the sake of making a press release to gain popularity1 If 

he did then what he actually said was not only did the Premier and 

the members of this government, not only did thev deceive you when 

·they promised to do something with the hospital in ~ran~ Falls, 

but they are deceiving you every day of the week when they pretend. 

for one moment that •men you go around a community and gather up 

100, or 200 or 300 names on a petition for an improved road that 

there is nothing going to be done with it anyway. So 111hy waste 

your time? This is what the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) 

actually said, "Do not bother to waste your time. In a democratic 
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MR. • CALLA!~ : system sure you present a petition 

and you bring something to the attention of government, like 

the petition that was presented here this afternoon with 

3,400 names on it. 

MR. NEARY: Another one tomorrow with 2,000. 

MR. CALLAN: And usually you get results, you know. 

Most governments listen. The government of Nova Scotia listened 

and one Week before they were supposed to start their spray 

programme you know they got all the facts and in response to 

all the facts and a second study and a closer look at it and so 

on, and public opposition to. it obviously, they decided that 

they were doing the wrong thing and so they listened. But 

not this government, }fr. Speaker. Or this is what the member 

for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) tells us. It is useless. 

MR. NEARY: One of the most unpopular moves they 

ever made. 

MR. CALLAN: "It is useless to present a petition," 

he says, ''because all it will do is gather dust. You will not get· 

any results anyway because the government has made up its mind that 

it is going to put pavement down in Bonavista South, or Trinity 

North or somewhere else. So why bother it?" Especially if you are 

living in a Liberal district ~~hy bother it?. You will not get it 

anyway. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I r.!ust say this, that 

I mentioned a couple of gentlemen that I am disappointed in. I must 

say I am also disappointed in the new Uinister of T and c. He is 

known for his wit and his humour but Mr. Speaker, I think he got 

in over his head in this department. You would expect him to 

loose his wit and humour when he was l1inister of Finance, you know 

with all the headaches that that should have brought, nearly 

$3 billion in debt. But apparently not so. It was in this 

portfolio that the minister lost his humour and his wit. He 

never even had the common decency to send me a copy of a letter that 

he sent to various parts of my district telling them what his department 

10140 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 13, 1978 

:-1R. CALLAN : 

Swmner. 

MR. DOODY: 

HR. CALLAN: 

Tape No. 4359 NM- 3 

planned'or did not plan to do this 

Tried not to -

Well they try it everywhere, you know. 

I do not know what they are trying· to prove by doing these things • 

I do not know what they are trying to prove. I went down to the 

Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing this morning·to see 

you know, "Any water and sewer on the go?" "Naw, nothing." "Any 

announcements made yet?" ''Well, the only announcements that have 

been made have been made by the PC members, they made them Friday. 

They were informed Friday what they were getting for their 

districts. 

MR. HODDER: 

ten different projects. 

!1R.. CALLAN: 

~lR. NEARY: 

The Minister of Education announced about 

Ristht. 

Yes, but he did not announce anything 

connected with Education though • 

liR. HODDER: Water and .sewer -

MR. NEARY: Playing a bit of politics. 

MR. SIMMONS: He will need more than that. 

MR • NEARY: He will need more than that to prot:~ him 

up. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I do not know. I mean 

these people over there who get up and speak from· time to time offer 

us over here an awful lot of good advice • 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

~!R.. CALLAN : 

MR. NEARY: 

his scalp • 

~!R.. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): · 

hnn. memb:!r. 

;.'R.. C/..LLP.Ji: 

) 

Everything for Deer Lake, Humber Valley. 

r~ey tell us. what we are doing wrong -

He will need more than that to save 

Order, please! 

The Chair has difficulty in hearing tl1e 

Thank you, !·tr. Speaker. 
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Mr. Callan: Various gentlemen stand up from the government side 

of the House and they give us all kinds of advice on what we are doing 

wrong, and if we are not careful we will not win the next election. 

What a crowd to give advice to us, 'Mr. Speaker. You know they 

realize that the people in this Province can see right through 

what they are doing themselves, the petty politics that they are 

playing. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right. 

MR. CALLAN: . I do not know what this government, Mr. Speaker, 

I hate to mention this again, but I do not know ~/hat this government or 

somebody in the Department ofT and C or Clarenville or ~1herever it 

might be, I do not know what they got against Adeytown. I do not know 

what they got against that poor little community. There is no 

unemployment there at all, Mr. Speaker, most of the people are retired 

citizens, most of them they live in fine homes. 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) waiting to put the padlock on her. 

MR. CALLAN: Th~y live in fine homes, every second car down there 

is a big Chrysler and they do not have a decent road to drive on. When 

the calcium chloride, when the decisio~ was made to spread that on the 

road I discovered in conversations with Clarenville, and Mr. George 

down here that Adeytown was not included. Obviously they are not 

going to get any pavement this year, they did not get it last year, 

no, no, no pavement, definitely not. What about a bit of calcium 

chloride? No it was not included. I do not know what somebody 

has against that community. I·do not know. do not know. 

You see, this petty stuff, it just does not 

end with Adeytown. You know, it does not end·there. It does not 

end at Clarenville .or Hickman's Harbour. These things do not end 

there. The word gets around and people get pretty .disgruntle. 

talked to a gentleman this afternoon from down in Southwest Arm 

and I asked him , "Did you get the calcium chloride down that 1·1ay ·.vet?" 

"Well they are gone down passed little Heart's Ease, but we do not 

have it yet." Well I said, "I suppose you will get it. That is the 

least you can expect a bit of calcium chloride". He told me, "That 
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Mr. Callan: a lot of people in this Province do not want 
they sent in petitions of phone in·and told their member, we do not 
want it, it is rusting our cars. " "At least, I said, you will. 
get that." "Well, he said". "You did not get any pavement 

again this year." He sai'd, "No.,. "Well I suppose we will get it 

some time," he said, "Because there.is nothing else left to.paye is 

there? Everything else in this Province is paved." 
• 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) corrupt government. 

MR. CALLAN: It is terrible, Mr. Speaker. 

And, Mr. Speaker,.-

MR. NEARY: The only party of the British Empire where 

you have the same man the _Minister of Justice and the Minister of 

Finance. The: .. first time it ever happened in the British Empire. 

MR. FLIGHT: And House Leader . 

MR. NEARY: AHd House Leader. He cannot even do one job. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, as I said, it is pretty disheartening 

and pretty disgruntling. 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) their own districts. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: There is only one p~rt of Newfoundland, Sir. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh, oh! 

MR: CALLAN! Yes, I would love to be able to get up here 

and talk the way the member for Bonavista North (Mr. Cross) talked today. 

I would love to be able to do it. 

AN HON. MEMBER: But that was all -

MR: CALLAN: But in all .sincerity, if somebody would tell 

me -

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) all the DREE money he has talked 

about. 

MR.CALLAN: - r. have a mile and a half of· reconstruction now, not 

have, the people down in Southwest Arm 1~ere told a while ago and 

discovered in a telephone conversation,again the minister did not 

have the decency to· send me a copy of the letter -

MR. NEARY: What minister? 
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MR. CALLAN: T and C. The Minister of T and C who did not 

bother to .send me a copy of a 1 etter. 

Yes, yes I did. MR. MORGAN: · 

MR. CALLAN: So I found out through a phone ca 11 that tenders 

will be called for a mile and a half which will complete the reconstruction 

down to Southport. That is the road work in the district of Bellevue 

for this fiscal year. 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. CALLAN: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. CALLAN: 

Not an inch in Buchans. 

Not an inch of pavement, not one inch. 

Not an inch in Windsor-Buchans. 

Not an inch of pavement. Not one inch. A mile 

and a half of reconstruction. Not one water and sewer project. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CALLAN: Reconstruction. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CALLAN: Pavement. Reconstruction. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CALLAN: The former Minister of T and C promised us 

that last year -

MR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. CALLAN: The Minister ofT and C now. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): Order, please! 

MR. CALLAN: Reconstruction that is the only bit of 

road work that is being done this year is the reconstruction of the last 

mile and a half down to Southport. That is all ttiat is happening in the 

district of Bellevue t am telling you. That is all that is happening. 

That is what am talking about. That is ~1hat his happening. 

MR. NEARY: Unc.le Ottawa is looking -

MR. CALLAN: Now the paving equipment is obviously going to be 

in the area. It has to be to pave out on Random Island. 

AN HON. MEMBER: There you are . 

MR. NEARY: Why should it not be done? 
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MR. CALLAN: Even the highways crew, Mr. Speaker, all I can 

do is speak after the people who lives down in Hillvie~1 and those 

places. They tell me that the regular highways crew ~tas not even 

on their road last year, where was it? It was down on Random Island 

where it had no business to be • 

MR. NEARY: Oh yes they take this -

MR. CALLAN: We 11 what are they doi rig on Random Is 1 and, down 

PK - 4 

in the district of Trinity North? They were down there getting ready 

for paving, you know, even the highways crew who were suppose to be 

stationed, and maintaining and keeping up that road was not there. 

AN HON. MEMBER: I think it 

MR. CALLAN: You know people who live down· there told me 

that.and I checked on it and found out, yes that is ~that is happening . 

MR. NEARY: Yes, it is very funny. 

MR. CALLAN: And the civil servant says, Well boy we cannot 

help it. We have to go where we are sent . 
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AN HON. HEMBER: Right. 

MR. CALLAN: We know that the road down there 

needs to be graded up. We know that it needs to be ballasted 

up and graded up, but we have to go where we ate sent, and 

that is why my crew is down on Random Island. And I have 

heard some other suggestions, Mr. Speaker, that I would not 

bother to mention here or anywhere else. I have already 

mentioned how water and sewer was approved for Sunnyside 

a few years ago, and then the next morning before a telegram 

could be sent out that water and sewer was removed,or the 

money that was allocated for it, and was put somewhere else. 

I already told that story . 

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about 

the salaries that we are getting for all of this rigmarole 

that we have.to go through in here. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CALLAN: Well, perhaps the member for St.John's 

Centre (Mr. Murphy) is not interested or perhaps he is 

interested. Perhaps he is anxious to know. I have said this, 

too, to members before. I mean, is it fair? 

MR. FLIGHT: Of course it is not fair. 

MR. CALLAN: Is it fair when I - well, the minister 

is getting a minister's salary, he is gettinl $14,275, is it, 

extra? 

MR. FLIGHT: Plus. 

MR. CALLAN: Well, I c~n tell you very quickly, 

because they are all alike, right? 

I was looking through this book the 

other day. What tremendous salaries! 

AN liON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

aR. CALLAN: 

AN RON. HEHBER: 

Now $14,245 -

For Cabinet. 
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- $14,245 is the Cabinet minister's -

That is the Cabinet minister's salary. 
j 

Yes, that is right. 

That is what the member for Grand Falls 

(Mr. Lundrigan) lost, was it not? 

AN RON. MEMBER: Whai was the member - $17,-

(inaudible). 

MR. CALLAN: Well, I do not know what it is. 

Well, I mean, we are getting a little bit -

HR. FLIGHT: Three thousand dollars for his car. 

HR. CALLAN: I was out in my district the other 

night attending an adult education graduation and the fellow 

who was there presenting diplomas to the adults was very proud 

of the fact that he was earning more than the Hinister of 

Education. Imagine, feeling pro~d of the fact that he was 

earning more! Well, if the Minister of Education is poor, 

imagine how poor we are and some of the people over there! 

• Hr. Speaker, I want to make a 

suggestion. Why cannot we in this House get together long 

enough - not for this purpose only, I mean, I think we should 

get together a lot more often for a lot more othe~ things, 

·- you know, I agree with that, the committee system. I think 

we should have a lot more committees on the go, and this 

is another reason why I am a little bit disappointed in the 

member for Kilbride (Mr .. , Wells) - you know, ch~irman of the 

• committee for two and one-half years and has not called it 

together yet! Perhaps it would not have changed the Standing 

Orders of the House, perhaps it would not have improved the 

rules. If nothing else, it would have given us an opportunity 

• to get together, Liberals and P.C.s get to know each other 

better and perhaps get a few dollars out of it, you know-

AN HON. MEMBER: A bottle of wine. 

MR. CALLAN: - whatever you get for being on a 

• committee . 

AN HO~I.. HEMBER: (Inaudible). 
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Well, okay, there should be 

Public Accounts only (inaudible) 

The Premier knows there should be 

something and the.Premier is in favour of committees. Why 

has he not set them up? I do not know. 

HR. FLIGHT: You forgot the minister's car and 

the helicopters • 

MR. NEARY: They should get 10 per cent out of 

every dollar they could save. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

AN RON. MEMBER: We would make something! 

MR. CALLAN: Why can we not get together, 

Mr. Speaker? I know the member for St. John's North 

(Hr. J. Carter) will not get together. If there is an 

increase granted in salary he will donate his to the 

Canadian Cancer Society or the Red Cross or something . 

W~ll, that is fine, let him go ahead and do it! 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CALLAN: I mean, if anybody on either side 

of this House is afraid to increase our sal~ries to a 

decent, acceptable wage, if they are afraid because of 

what the media is going to say, what the people out there 

think - I mean, they cannot think any worse of us anyway; 

they cannot have a lower opinion of this House of Assembly. 

And the media, if they do carry it for two or three days, 

so what? They did the same thing last Fall, .accused the 

Premier and accused all of us of coming in here for 

fifteen minutes in November to close up the Uous~, 'and 

the only reason that they came in there' - it was in the 

media and I heard it through four or five - it was in the 

papers, it was on the Open Lines and everywhere - 'The 

reason that they are going in there is to get some money.' 
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HR. CALLAN: And we did not get a copper, not • one copper! 

PRENIER MOORES: By leave. We can keep going on 

this thing for a_long time. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh; oh! 

• MR. CALLAN: Well, I do not particularly want 

to earn extra money by standing up here and talking about 

it. I think I deserve it anyway, as dozens of members 

deserve it • 

• AN RON. MEMBER: He gave up a job paying 

• more. 

MR. MURPHY: No one disagrees with it. 

MR. CALLAN: Well, wha~ is the trouble? Why 

•• can we not get together if no one disagrees? 

!-lR. FLIGHT: There is the man! 

MR. J. CARTER: (Inaudible). 

MR. CALLAN: Well, let me ask the member for 

• St. John's North (Mr. W. Carter), would he go along with 

an increase in salary, or if not go along would he keep his 

mouth shut while the rest of us get a decent wage? You 

know,.would he (inaudible)? Would he turn his back? •• e SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

AN RON. MEMBER: It is debatable if he would go 

along with it. (Inaudible) go along with it to 

• keep his mouth shut . 

AN HON. l1EHBER: (Inaudible) full time 

members (inaudible). 

HR. CALLAN: Well, that is something else. I mean, 

• there is no trouble to kill this argument. If we 

• 
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HR. CALLAN: want to go to the press and say, 

''Well obviously the reason this man turned his back or donated -

MR. MURPHY: I believe this is one time if yo~ 

asked to adjourn the House for the birds in this debate you are 

liable to get it • 

MR. CALLAN: 

need. 

l1R. NEARY: 

consultation • 

MR. CALLAN: 

Well you know perhaps that is not what we 

Myself and the House Leader had a 

Perhaps that iS not what we need. 

If we could prorogue this House now, next: Week sometime, and then 

open her up again in the Fall with a new session and we would get 

some money that way. But you know there must be a couple of ways 

to do it. And I am not asking, Mr. Speaker, that I be given 

the poor taxpayers' money that I do not -All I am asking for at 

least a salary on a par with what I was getting, so that I do not 

have to say to somebody, "No, Sir, I cannot come down and see you 

today down in Swift Current or North Harbour because it is going 

to cost me $10 in gas . and I have not got $10 to buy fish and brewis," 

you know. 

HR. MORGAN: 

HR. CALLAN: 

a little bit -

MR. NEARY: 

go on. By leave • 

HR. CALLAN: 

HR. NEARY: 

MR. CALLAN: 

You should see Charlie Brett. 

All we are asking for I believe is 

Let him go on, Nr. Speaker. Let him 

Is my time up, Mr. Speaker? 

No, keep on going. 

I wish it was. It is awfully warm here. 

Mr. Speaker, I ,do not think there is 

any need to dwell on this topic. I mean everybody in this House, 

except the member for St. John's North (Hr. J. Carter) knows what 

I am talking about. So let us get together on it. 

MR. HICKYA.~: l~ould the hon. gentleman permit a question? 
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~!R. CAIJ.AN: 

welcome. 

t·ffi.. HICKMA.~: 

Tape No. 4362 NM- 2 

Yes; sure, any interjection would be 

. There was . a suggestion made I think, 

I know it· was made in another p·rovincial legislature, and my 

recollection is it was made by Hr: - I do not want the hon. member 

to read anything into this, but the last speech that Mr. Clyde Wells 

made in this House, it was along exactly the same lines of that 

now being enunciated by the hon. the member for Bellevue 

(Hr. Callan) • 

l1R. CALLAN: Great minds think alike. 

MR. HICKMAN: ·But there was a suggestion that to 

avoid the embarrassment of legislators having to periodically vote 

themselves an increase in salary that the salary should be tied 

into some other salary that is set by some other body and the. 

suggestion was that 

l.ffi. CALLAN: · Is that a dead body? 

MR •. HICKHAN: And the suggestion was that the HHAs 

salary should be tied into a district court judge's, and that 

a Cabinet Hinister should be tied into a supreme court Judge. 

Now the only risk you are running is that if Parliament never 

increases the salari~s you are helpless to do anything about 

it. But for instance the Nolan Bill on 

;m. FLIGHT: 

HR.. HiCK!1AN: 

a suggestion . 

,AN HON. !·!EMBER: 

HR. HICKNAN: 

I use that as an example. That was 

Is thfs a question or on excuse. 

I am just asking the questio~. I 

would :!.ike to hear the :1on. gentleman articulate his views because 

we have an example in this House. The bill that came in here in 

1970 I think vrhen.the hon. member for Conception Bay South 

Cfr. Nolan) '~as on the government benches, ·the Ombudsman Bill tied 

tlle salary into that of the Chief Provi.ncial Hagistrate, the 

Ombudsman, so that again you do not have that embarrassing 

situation of getting into -
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MR. FLIGHT: 

this year? 

l1R. HICl~iAN: 

NR. CALI.Al.~ : 

To.pe No. 4362 m1- 3 

Are we going to get our six per·cent 

In any event I would certainly -

Actually what we are getting, we are 

getting paid six months of the year. We will get paid now next 

week, or whenever it is, we will get the last bit of money. ·we 

will not get anything else until the 2nd. of January. Some people 

say the 1st. but it is not the 1st. because there are too many 

hangovers after the New Year's Eve ball. It is the 2nd. of 

Januaey • 

MR. HICKMAN: That is right and you endorse it right 

straight over to the bank manager. 

MR. CALLAN: 

six months between payments. 

MR. SIMMONS: 

way to -

~lR. MURPHY: 

So it is over six months, more than 

It is so small that is the only 

Well we were talking about doing it 

by the month but it did not work out, 

~lR. CALLAN: 

11R. HURPHY : 

you would be -

MR. CALLAN: 

Well even then you know -

~ou would not get any more but at least 

No. That is right. Well anyway I mean 

I think in those few remarks that I made on that, I mean I am sure 

that we can get together. When are we going to do it? 

MR. DOODY: There are fifty-one bank managers 

praying for this House to close. 

:m.. CALLAN: Are we going to talk about it. I mean 

I do not want to talk about it. 

Ill~. :·!URPHY: 

PRE:1IER MOORES : 

I will tell you that . 

Would you call that a substantive motion? 

There is no one going to call a quorum, 
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HR.. CALLA.~: You see, Hr. Speaker, you know I 

could dwell on this for two or three hours if I wanted to. I 

. mean the member for Bonavis ta North (Ur. Cross) is not that 

bad off, he is getting at least $3,000 more than I am, being 

Party Whip. The member for Naskaupi (Hr. Goudie) is getting -

I do not know what he is getting,. I do not know and I do not 

care but you know most of the people on the government side,. most 

of them I would say are relatively happy. You know most of them 

are relatively happy. They ·S:re Cabinet m.nisters or they are 

parliamentary assistants or something, or whip, or they are 

doctors or they are lawyers. You know the member for St. John's 

South (Dr. Collins) I am sure is not worried about money, and he 

probably does not want to talk about it here. And the member for 

l!ount Scio (Dr. Winsor) obviously I do not imagihe he is too 

concerned. We know the member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter) 

is not. But I can imagine, Mr. Speaker, .that the member for 

' 
Ferryland (Mr. C. Power) and one or two others. Now the member 

for Grand Falls (Hr. Lundrigan I do not know and I do not really 

care. I mean the man had a good job and gave it up. But that was 
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} 11l. CALLAN: his'own choice. If he wants to 

sacrifice· for three or four years waiting for the leadership to come 

and look around for the Premier's job well that is his choice. Perhaps 

he is getting good donations to keep him alive while he is waiting for 

that. I do not know and do not really care.· That is his own choice. 

But , Mr~peaker, I was speaking to a graduation the other night out 

in my district and I tJas telling some •of these grade eleven students -

Oh, oh! Sm!E HON. MIDmERS: 

~-C~: Mr. Speaker, I had a letter the other 

day- there were. a bunch of students in the Gallery at that time, it 

was on May 18th, they were in the Gallery that ·night. Well what happened 

that night I do not know and I cannot find out because we do not have the 

Hansards for the night sittings. But anyway a few days after that I 

received a letter from one of the young men who were in the Gallery that 

night and the letter could have been addressed .to any but since he 

was in my district he wrote it to me. He told me about the disgust 

that he had towards the House of Assembly as a result of what he watched 

for about one hour that night. But of course I have not answered the 

letter because I do not know_what was happening that night but when I do 

anstJer it I will tell him that for him to judge the House of Assembly, 

comeing in here for one hour out of thousands is like me who had never 

seen a hockey game before, turning on the television and seeing Jonathon 

and Bouchard and then switching off the television again and form an 

opinion about hockey in-one minute of watching that particular aspect 

of it. l~e have our bad times and we have our good. 

1'R. NEARY: I am pretty sure -

One of his rare appearences in this House. 

1'R. CALLAN: But, Mr. Speaker, the po:!:nt I am trying 

to make is this that people out there and students are among them, Mr. 

Speaker, have a rather low and a rather poor opinion of this House of 

Assembly and what happens here and I believe that is one of the reasons 

for it. Let us face it we cannot help but take out our animosities and 

get on each other's nerves and so on and I cannct help growling at 
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XR. CALLA.'l: somebody over there when I know he is 

probably around and eating steaks and so on, sporting around in a 

• big car and here I am broke all the time. I am a lot worse off than 

I was before I got into this racket. 

}'R. m!RPHY : I think you are overdoing it. 

~'F .. C,ALLAN: That is a fact. 

• Well anyway, Hr. Speaker, when I was 

addressing this b!lnch of students the. other night I was telling them 

about the make-up of· this House of Assembly and how the House of the 

Assembly, the complexion is changing. I told them that we do not have 

• the people that we used to have. The day is gone when you had doctors 

and· lawyers and businessmen marching in for their own benefit and using 

it as a part time job. Out of the fifty-one of us here now eighteen 

are former school teachers or into education in some form or another, 

• eighteen of us. And I would say with very few exceptions most of that 

eighteen had to take a cut in salary. I lost a couple of thousand 

dollars a year and I know other members here who lost seven or eight. 

The Mini.ster of Education is one of the fortunate ones, fortunate· 

• that he is probably getting just as good a salary. I do not know if 

he is or not. But he is not very fortunate in that he had to be a 

part of that budget whith cut out 120 jobs and so on. He must have a 

thick skin for sure • 

• e Mr. Speaker, my time will soon be up 

1 believe. We talk about nothing been accomplished in this House of 

Assembly and the message that I am trying to get across and I put it 

across •herever I go, to whatever group I speak , and I want to say 

• it onee one - I said it the other day and I ~rant to say it once more, 

I want to say it and perhaps if I say it often enough somebody will believe 

it, that a n~ber of peop!e that I run into, not very many but some 

people that I run into, I have to explain to them - they say things like, 

• What are you doing in the House of Assembly? Hhat is it all about? You 

got kicked out the other day or somebody challenged you to a fight and 

so on. !-'hat is it all about? And I tell them number one: you cannot 

• 
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MR. CALLAN: judge the House of Assembly by what you 

hear through the media with all due respect to the media. They are 

sensationalists, they have to be because this is what the people out 

there want to hear. And I tell them that ninety-eight per cent of what 

goes on in the House of Assembly is never reported and all you hear is 

the sensational stuff. So I set their minds at ease in that respect. 

}'R. I!URPHY: 

l-'R. CALLAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

Ank Murphy falls asleep. 

Right. Exactly. 

It is not the fact that he falls asleep 

but he falls asleep with his mouth open. 

MP .. CALLAN: Morgan challenged Callan to a fight. 

This is the· kind of stuff. This is the kin~ of nonsense. Thirteen 

l·1IAs to be kicked out. ThU is the kind of stuff that people hear .. 

I tell you what I feel like doing when - but anyway, Mr. Speaker, I 

try to explain to people that you are getting a warped picture and 

the people 
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Mr. Callan: who for various reasons, political and otherwise, 

say, why you should be creating jobs in there. I tell them that the 

House of Assembly is b~o things. There are a number of things it is 

not, and one of the things it is not, is the place 'where jobs are 

created. That is the government's ·job twelve months of the year . 

They hav~ the mandate, if they fail on that mandate then they should 

throw in the towel, face cloth, soap and the works, and go to the 

people, and say, you know. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. CALLAN: But anyway that is one thing that it is 

not a place where jobs are created. It is two things, it is a debating 

forum, and, of course, it is a place where bills are passed, budgets are 

passed and so on, so that civil servants can get their saJaries and 

we can get the little'bit that we are getting and so on. And the other 

thing, of course, the other thing that it is is this, it is the highest 

court in the land, and we as an Opposition, we on this side of this 

courtroom are duty bound to dig out scandal, if it exist, if we do .not . 

dig it out or if we know that it is there and do not talk about it, and 

do not bring it out in the public.eye we are- what are we doing? We 

are going along, we are saying that what is happening,. what the government 

is doing is okay. And so we on this side of the House, Mr. Speaker, 

it is our job in this court, in this highest court in this land to try 

and to put on tria 1 , the government on that side, we do it through 

Oral Questions, we do it through points of privilege, we do it in many 

other ways tabling things . 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG}: Order, please! 

The hen. gentleman's time has expired. 

MR. CALLAN: My time has expired. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

·r.m. SPEAKER (MR. YOUNG): 

DR. R. WINSOR: 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

Hear, hear! 

The hen. member for Mount Scio. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hear, hear! 
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DR. R. WINSOR: First of all I would like to compliment the 

member for Bellevue (Mr. Callan) for an excellent speech, and certainly 

many of the p~ints are supported by both ~ides of this House. and 

certainly we should have more debate on some of the things that he brought 

up . 

After my speech the other day in the Budget debate 

I was left with a bunch of copious notes so I thought that tonight would 

be a chance to speak.a little bit about my district and a short discourse 

on the Budget . 

So, Mr. Speaker .. , there is hope for our Province, 

but we have to turn around its direction. We have to stimulate our 

people to be more self-sufficient, to be prouder, and also not to 

depend on handouts from Ottawa. This cannot be achieved withour 

sacrifice on the part of our people. If the Opposition wants to 

spend more on social services, health care, abolish the school tax 

and so on they have to attack this Budget because once 'they realize 

the people of Newfoundland understand w~at is in this Budget and it is 

thoroughly explained to them, they will behind this government. The 

Opposition should put their greed for political powers aside and put 

the interest of this Province first in these difficult times. 

The Editor of The Daily News has scorned our 

Budget by criticizing the fact that we have only interested our spending 

on resource development by 3 per cent a year is forcast over the next 

five years. But even, Mr. Speaker, with that amount that we have to 

stablize our social services, and even by stablizing them the cost will 

continue to rise as normal expenses will continue to rise. 

~Je believe in a free society, Mr. Speaker, where 

individual initiative can be fulfilled and where free enterprise can 

prosper. We have the resources and with proper incentive by government 

to create the right environment for investment·and development. Our 

people will respond and this will be one of the better places in North 

America in which to live. 

The Opposition has scoffed at our target of 

reducing the unemployment level from 18 per cent Canadian Statistics 

:101.58 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

·-
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 13, 1978 Tape 4364 (Night) PK - 3 

DR. R. WINSOR: to 10 per cent while also absorbing 31,000 

new people into·our labour force. I heard an excellent editorial 

today on Q Radio which explained from the point of view of the type 

of education that the young peop.le received in the 1960s in the 

direction of education. And we are getting the fruits of this today 

where the fact that people are not prepared· to earn a living in 

specific fields, in other words 
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QR,. R. WINSOR: they have an education, but not 

sort of focused in an area where they can earn a livelihood 

and contribute to society. And there is a strong feeling 

now that education has to get back.to the basics so that 

the individual can be fulfilled in the stimulation given 

by education to support himself and his family. 

The creation of 40,000 new jobs by 

1982 will not be easy, but it has to be done and will be 

done by this government • It can only be done each year by 

continuing to place emphasis on the development of our 

God-given resources. 

We have finally arrived at a time 

in oar long historj where th~ rest of the world needs and 

wants our protein which is in abundance off our shores, our 

forest products and our oil and gas potential. We can only, 

Mr. Speaker, have secure social benefits when we have the 

revenue from developing our natural resources • 

Mr. Speaker, a few words about my 

district. I am fortunate to have, I think, rrobably one of 

the m~st attractive sites for a park anywhere in Canada. 

I am referring, of course, to the Pippy Park. The development 

in that park is certainly - the original standard was 

taken from, I think, the Regina Park, from the Regina 

House of Assembly·and that complex around it - Do you 

remember the name? 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 

HR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) A point of order has arisen. 

MR. HORGAN: The hon. gentleman is trying to make 

a speech here and the hon. the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

is bending over the rail and disturbing the hon. member 

in a way that is annoying to me. 

DR. R. lHilSOR: That is alright, Mr. Speaker. I can 

ignore the member for LaPoile . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh: 
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~!R. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) Order, please! In terms of 

that point of order, I do not think there is anything the 

Chair needs to say at this point in time. 

The hon. member. 

DR. R. WINSOR: We must maintain a high aesthetic 

standard in the development of the Pippy Park. And most of 

t,he projects planned and which are now started for there 

certainly are of an extremely high standard. The one that 

certainly is very dear to my heart is the park which was 

available for the use of disabled citizens. 

I think this year too, Mr. Speaker, 

that possibly with proper advertisements in the city that 

we can get many more of our people to make use of the 

facilities of Pippy Park. And ce~tainly I think on~e people 

are exposed to the beautiful surroundings there and all the 

facilities for the children and for themselves· to enjoy 

that we will f~nd it to be much more utilized by the citizens 

of St. John's. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

say a few words about two communities in my district. On 

April 22nd we had,elections for local government in 

St. Philips and Portugal Cove. We have elected two 

outstanding councils and I would certainly like to go on 

record of expressing my congratulations to the Mayor of 

St. Philips, Mr. William Tucker, and of Portugal Cove, 

Mrs. Carl Hibbs. Both these communities have a long 

historical tradition and they have a very proud, independent 

populace, and I am very proud to be associated with these 

people in developing their c~mmunity and in trying to 

improve the lifestyle of their citizens. 

Now one of the most important 

pieces of legislation to come before this House cer~ainly 

in manv years is Bill No. 50, Regional Government. The 

purpose of the bill is to establish a framework of rep,ional 
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DR. R. WINSOR: government in the Northeast 

Avalon region in order to provide such municipal services 

that are regional in nature and which can be most effectively 

provided by a central administration. 

I must stre~s, Mr. S~eaker, for the 

residents of Airport Heights and of Hogan's Pond a~d for 

other unincorporated parts of my district, that there would 

be no taxation of private residences until these residences 

and this may be many years down the road for many of these 

areas - until they are provided with water and sewerage and 

other attending services such as street lighting and garbage 

collection. 

double taxation. 

There has been raised the matter of 

There will be no double taxation in any 

of these communities surrounding St. John's. If the 

community decides that it needs Bervice that this regional 

government can provide, they can 
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DR.IHNSOR: avail of that and possibly,for 

example firefighting, rather· than each community setting up its otm 

firefighting·facility and the day of the volunteer fire brigade is 

fast coming to an end that these , communities will find it difficult 

to provide some of these services·, waste disposal, firefighting, 

transportation and so on. These can certainly be provided much more 

efficiently and cheaply on a regional basis and in some cases there 

is a possibility that taxes in some of these communities might be 

proven less rather than more &ith the provision of this regional 

government. As a MHA for the city of St. John's I can categorically 

state that there is nothing in thts bill that is detrimental to the 

city . In fact we can expect sixty-five thousand more people in 

the urban region by 1991 and the provision of regional services 

AH-1 

certainly has to be very properly implemented. As the level of services 

increases and taxation levels increase and are certainly more evenly 

balanced than they are now then ~n the long run we must consider the 

enlarged city concept because St. John's must eventually expand and 

certainly have a much broader tax·base than it has now • 

HR.W.CARTER: But all these people have moved out since 

1976. The population has decreaded in St. John's. 

DR. lflNSOR: In St. John's hut in th~ rural areas they 

have moved outside and 10e can expect 65,000 more outside in about 1991. 

Now I wish the Chairman of the Public Accounts 

Committee, the member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir (Mr.Simmons) Has here . 

I noticed that he has called a meeting of the Public Accounts Committee 

for Thursday morning e.nd we have written a let'ter which I would like 

to read and put on the public record to the Chairman of the Public 

Accounts Committee. 

All HON . MEMBER: Hr. Speaker, oould we have a quorum call? 

Order, please! A quorum call. Call in the 

members • 
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MR. SPEAKER (DR. J. COLLINS): Order, please! 

I will ask the Clerk to count the House, please! 

I am informed a quorum is present. 

The hen. member for Mount Scio. 

DR. R. WINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

A few remarks concerning the Public Accounts 

Committee. First of all, Mr. Speaker, this Committee certainly has 

a tradition in the British system of being an non•partisan Committee. 

We have finished our second year of operation with that Committee and, 

I think, it has been a very productive two years. And I certainly, I think, 

our report of this past year is an envy of many legislatures in 

Canada, and probably in the British system from what I have certainly 

seen . 

indicated the other evening the fact that the 

government backbenchers were not prepared to meet with the Public 

Accounts Committee while the House was in session, and I gave three 

reasons why we felt this way.. And certainly to repeat them is the 

fact that the work of the government backbenchers, the fact that we 

are responsible for keeping a quorum.in the House. The respbnsibilities 

of the Opposition backbenchers certa.inly from their attendance does 

not appear to be as onerous. We have many items of legislation which 

we as a caucus have been involved in, and the long hours of· sittings 

as we have had since the estimates began, which have continued. We 

also have our district responsibilities. And of course, the other 

item I mentioned was the possibility or the great difficulty "of the 

Hansard people to cope with the extended sittings of the House and 

to put the extra burden of meetings ~lith the Public Accounts Committee. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to put on 

public record a letter I have written to Mr. Simmons and it was 

delivered to him yesterday afternoon. 

Dear Mr. Simmons: . 

In reply to your·letter of June J, 1978 

which was delivered to me at the opening of the House of AssembJy 

Monday June 12 regarding a meeting of the Public Accounts Committee. 

It was agreed in Committee that meetings would be arranged by the 
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Dr. R. Winsor: subcommittee of the Vice-Chairman and Chairman. 

And as I have indicated to you that government members of the Committee 

would not be availabl~ for meetings until after the closing of the 

House of Assembly. This is as a.result of. the extended· hours of the 

House of Assembly and the severe demands on members of the government 

caucus. I would also draw your attention to_ the difficulty of the 

Hansar.d Office in keeping up with the:ir responsibility during those 

extended sessions. 

·I real.ize yourconcern as Chairman in starting 

our work for this year and thereby suggest June 28, Wednesday at 2:00 

P.M. as I assume that the House of Assembly will have adjourned by that 

time. 

Sincerely yours." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to indicate further 

co-operation and certainly in our past experience over the last two 

_years, I do not think anyone can indicate that the. government members· 

of the Public Accounts Committee have impeded the operation of the 

Committee 'itself. I think we have had two excellent years, and 

fully hope that we·would have this to·be an excellent year. 

I would also indicate to the Chairman that the 

government members certainly would no't only be prepared to meet on 

the 28th. of June, but to have regular meetings every two weeks 

through the Summer and Fall as long. as necessary until we have fully 

coped with the public accounts. 

MR. SIMMONS: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. J. COLLINS): A point of order. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, gather from my colleagues that the 

member has read into the record a letter which he wrote me some days 

ago. If it is the same letter that I received from him, I did not 

hear him read the letter except the closing paragraph. If it is the 

same letter I should correct the matter for the record, an inaccuracy in 

the letter which·needs to be corrected so as not to mislead anybody. 

The letter makes reference to a subcommittee, the Vice-Chairman, the 

member _for Mount Scio (pr. R. Winsor) and I are a subcommittee on agenda, 
.,,e I:leet regularly ~dth the Auditor General on that subject. The Cornnittee 
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}!R. SIMMONS: has no mandate as an ongoing thing on 

the matter of setting meetings. 1>7e have from time to time 

been asked to set meetings but normally the full Committee 

sets the meeting, Mr. Speaker, the full Committee normally 

sets the meeting the day of the next meeting and where that 

has not been done it has been left to the call of the Chair, 

and that is the situation in this particular case. I should also 

say that I have tried the last four months in talking with 

the member to get a meeting, he undertook to have one as soon 

as the estimates were over and then for some renson changed his 

mind and broke his commitment to me on that very point. 

So the point I want· to malte, 

Mr. Sp~.lker, for the record, is that the point in the letter 

~bout how the meetings are determrned is not accurate, it is 

not the case at all and since I got his letter I checked the 

transcripts of the Committee to make sure of.where I stood. The 

meetings are normally set by the full Committee as the Vice-Chairman 

knows, and in some cases on an ad hoc basis have been set by 

the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, but,in the la~t case was left to 

the call of the Chair and I believe that means what it says. But 

just for the record, we have tried, I have dealt·with the mereber 

since January trying to get a meeting; He made an undertaking 

to me to have one as soon as the estimates were over. And now 

the story is as soon as the House is over. Well I have called 

·a meeting for Thursday, Mr. Speaker, I have heard from one member 

of the Committee, so there are six others countin~ myself so we 

still have lots for a quorum. 

MR. N. WINDSOR: Yes, on that poi:l.t of order, ~1r. Speaker. 

Host of what the hon. member opposite says on that point of order 

is correct. Generally meetings are agreed to by the Committee, 

we adjourn each meeting we agree when the next meeting will be. But 

I think it is general policy, or it has been the general policy at 
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MR. N. WINDSOR: least in the past two years of that 

Committee, that when we did not set a meeting we said we will 

leave it to the call of the Chair and in most cases it was 

explicitly said, "The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman would 

meet and would agree." And I •.tould submit, Sir, that if perhaps 

and I accept the hon. gentleman's word when he says he checked 

the records of the minutes of the Public Accounts Committee. and 

at the last meeting it IJas left to the call of the Chair. But I 

would suggest that our tradition has been in that Committee that 

the Chairman and Vice-chairman would agree in that particular 

case on the date of a meeting and eyen if it w~s not explicitly 

stated then it was certainly the intent of a Committee that it 

would be on agreement between the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman. 

l1R. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): I think that clearly is an interpretation 

or mel!:ory or recalling of events of matters within the Committee, 

. actually matters that happened outside the House so I do not 

think that the Chair can rule in this matter other than to say 

that it is not a point of order that needs to interfere further 

with the han. member's remarks. 

The han. :uember for ~unt Scio. 

DR. WINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Without 

getting into debate on that point, it may be an· honest difference 

of opinion between the Chairman and myself but I certainly again 

believe it to be as the member for Mount Pearl (Mr. Windsor) indicated, 

that the meetings were to be cal1ed with consultation between the 

other tva. 

HR. S I~lMONS : The time I mean is when the Vice-

Chairman refuses to meet, you see the problem I am in • 

DR. WINSOR: Well we, I felt, had a legitimate 

reason and we are certainly willing to meet on the 28th. and 

we will meet every two weeks with that Committee until necessary 

that i•e have completed our ~·,ark. Now if we get into a Fall 

session, <7hich ~Till be on legislation, I do not think that the 
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:JR. WINSOR: ·members ldll be so busy as they have· been over the 

last two or three months and certainly during that period too,we 

should be able to clue up the work on the Auditor General's 

Report. 

But also I would thir..~' that this year, it certainly . 

seems to be a much less formidable Auditor General's Report· than 

what we had to cope With last year. And I would think, with 

meetings through this Summers, two meetings a month and with the 

meetings in the Fall we should certainly be able to ·cope with 

any work that we undertake. 

I would certainly hope that we will lie able to have 

a productive year. I have to reiterate again that we will not, 

and the government members ~~11 not be attending th~ meeting on 

Thursday. But '~e \muld -

~tR. SIMHONS: You are speaking for all four members. 

DR. wmsoR: I have tall•ed to -

HR. SIMMONS: You did not make that clear in your letter. Because 

lmat you are saying is all four are going to boycott Thursday's 

meeting despite your undertaking to meet 'as soon as th~ 

estimates were over • 

.. DR. WINSOR: I do not think I gave you a definite estimate. We 

certainly talked about having a meeting. But when we discussed it 

t-tith t:1e other. members we agreeci that we were just too busy. Tllere 

was no ulterior motive and I stress that again. There was no 

ulterior motive and we are qui~e prepared to meet. And I would 

hope that you and I can get together -

MR. Sil1MONS: 

tried. 

DR. wn:NSOR: 

not to -

Four months we have tried, for four months we have 

And we have had very good reason in these four months 
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HR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) Order, please! I have to 

point out to hon. members that remarks in the House should 

be directed to the Chair rather than back and forth between 

hon. membe.rs. 

DR. R. tHNSOR: 

NR. SH!MONS: 

The hon. member . 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

(Inaudible) you are 

boycotting the meetings. 

DR. R. WINSOR: We are boycotting - I suppose you 

could use that word, Mr. Speaker - on Thursday, but we are 

offering the Chairman to meet on Wednesday the 28th of the 

month at 2:00P.M. and a meetine every two weeks afterwards 

if this is agreeable to the Chairman, or we are quite 

flexible, you know, within reason. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, one final point 

before I sit down. I would like to have a few·remarks about 

acupuncture . 

There has been a very active committee 

of ~itizens espousing the value of acupuncture. I, myself, 

was ori an evaluation.committee a few years ago and know 

a little about it, although I have never used it in my 

practice. But r· fully believw that there is a great deal 

to acupuncture. I realize that last year a piece of 

legislation through this House legalized it as a medical act, 

but it is still not covered under Medicare, and I think this 

is what the committee on acupuncture are concerned about, 

gettihg ~his treatment covered, although their letter sort 

of indicated that there was a question whether it was a 

medical act . It is a medical act, but· it is not covered 

under :·ledicare. My suggestion would be that this government 

follow the example of Nova Scotia and Ontario and set up 

an acupuncture clinic at the university. And I would hope 

that the Minister of Health would have a discussion with 

the people at the medical school. Because at this point 
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DR. R. Wli~SOR: we only have, I think, two medical 

practitioners practicing acupuncture. 

Having a clinic at the medical school 

would give an opportunity for students at our medical school 

and also practicing doctors here in St •. John's and throughout 

the Island to come. in and partaki of visiting clinicians. 

And also, I would like to see that the treatment given in 

this environment would be covered under Medicare at this 

point . There is quite a difference of opinion in medical 

circles across Canada as to the total benefits. I, myself, 

feel it is very beneficial in non-infected arthritis,' in 

migraine headaches and some other disorders where I know from 

personal experience that I have seen miraculous cures. There 

are other instances where in treatment of disease and so on, 

in any bacterial infection, of course, it could be dangerous 

unless it is used in very, very skilled hands, and this is 

·why, I think, we should follow the example of Dalhousie 

University and Toronto University who have federally funded 

acupuncture clinics in their medical and dental schools. 

And I think this should be investigated as an outlet here, 

first of all to provide acupuncture to the people who have 

benefitted from it or who may in the future need the services 

of an acupuncturist. After two or three or four years then 

if conditions being equal, we find that there are many people 

using it in their practice under proper conditions, then 

possibly we could make it bro~d coverage throughout the 

Province as these people go back to their private practice. 

I have seen some good results with 

it. I know in my own case, I had a ten~is elbow that bothered 

me for years and with one treat~ent in Toronto I have no~ had 

the slightest bit of trouble in the last three years. Now 

there are other people who have not had the same results; 

And there are certain types of arthritis for which it is not 

helpful . But I think it certainly warrants thorough 
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DR. R. lHNSOR: investigation. And since we have 

• a medical school here and I think thete ar~ federal funds 

available for this type of investigation, we should make 

use of it. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

• l1R. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) The hon. the membei for 

Stephenville . 

• 

• 

• 

•• . e 

• 

• 

• 
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NR.~cNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I cannot he'!p but be reminded when I 

take up this Throne Speech, this document, I cannot help but be reminded 

of a catalogue which is no more:.. than a wish book and I tilink this document 

is no more than a little wish book. The catalogue has one up on this one, 

~t :east a catalogue can be put to some other use. This one cannot because 

it is not enough paper in it. 

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech itself is trying to give 

a very optimistic outlook on our forecast for the future. They are trying 

to encourage the people in some ways to invest in this Province, trying to 

put the best~.:foot forward,and when the government themselves who write this 

document cannot do it themselves, they have not got the belief in their 

own document to move forward and give the example. _When I say this I am 

speaking in terms of an industry like Labrador Linerboard which was closed 

by this government because they stated last year that it was a non-profitable 

operation, it was not viable, that it could not wake money and that· it had 

to close-down. And, Mr. Speaker, the sum that was mentioned to close it 

down.,·was stated by the Minister of Finance last year, that the total cost 

to the Province would be roughly $27 million • Now today we know that that 

is not the true figure. From this year's budget, 1978, the figure is more 

in the area of $40 million but~from what I understand,the truer figure would 

be closer to $60 million. Now. if I may quote the minister last year when 
) 

he was speaking on the Linerboard operation, he stated,and I quote," So to 

close the mill down would cost nearly $27 million, to open it would cost 

$55 million." Now I say, Sir, that it had already cost this government 

$55 million and proof of the pudding, Sir, is when you look at this year's 

budget and you look down the Department of Finance and on the Labrador secticn 

they have already spent this year, 1978, $34,500,000. Now that is not 

including other expenditures in different departments related to Labrador 

Linerboard • So, Mr. Speaker, to close the mill has cost this Province 

.much more financially to this government, it has cost the Province and the 

people of this Province muci1 more than was anticipated through human sufferin:;, 

through people having to leave the area in which they thought they would be 
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NR.HcNEIL: able to settle down once and for all. TI1e people in 

that area, in the whole Bay St. George area when the American base was 

there never really considered settling down because they knew it was only 

a temporary place in which they lived in order to seek work. But when the 

mill came they had new hope • 

Hr. Speaker, I do not believe that the mill needed to 

have closed down. Maybe it needed to change hands and I think it could have 

been done without closing down the total operation, without throWing the 

whole community out of whack • And I think the Moore's PC government did 

a great injustice to the people of, Newfoundland by closing the operation 

down when their own figures as stated last year, they stated themselves 

it would cost $27 million to close and now we see in the budget that 

they have already spent. $34,500,000, that is already spent. From all 

indications that I have received to date the figure is over $55 .. million. 

And I quote again to bring it to mind;"So to close the mill down would cost 

nearly $27 million!' to close it, to mothball it• To keep it open would cost 

$55 million , to keep it 
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open. We have already spent $55 million, and it is 

Shame. 

MR. MCNEIL: It is closed. And many people had to leave 

the area because they cou 1 d not find an.v work. They had to se 11 

their homes, their properties,which they had put their lifetime investment 

into, for a reduced price, .. take what they could get and go. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Shame. 

MR. MCNEIL: Out of this we sa~' one great programme come 

forward. We have seen the Moores P.C. Resettlement Programme, and there 

·was resettlement, not within Newfoundland but outside 'of Newfoundland, 

outside of Canada altogether. 

Mr. Speaker, the Moores Government should 

not be very nroud of what they have done to Western Newfoundland in 

particular and to the whole of Newfoundland.. They have made the 

people of this Province believe that that.r.1il1 1·•as ill-conceived -it 

was ill-conceived, it . was put there by a quack, it could never 

operate, it could never make money. That is not true, Mr. Speaker. 

Over the past years I have had the opportunity to browse through 

many documents. And during the 1950s, the government of that day were 

looking for a place, a proper location to put that mill. And the 

emphasis in that day was ·in the Labrador area because of its wood. 

But at the end of the 1950s it was decided that it was not feasible 

because you had a problem with a short shipping season, you had a 

problem with the long growth cycle of its wood as compared· to the 

Island. And it was stated then if you put your whole operations in 

Labrador, and if you want to look just at the shipping area alone 

you would have to build a 1~arehouse- be it in Newfoundland, or be it 

some place close to your market- about one and a half miles long to 

store six months of the product before it could he economically 

feasible to market the product, . and they said over a fifteen year 

period you would have to rely on the ~festern part of your Province 

for its wood. 

So at the end of the 1950s they decided it was not 

feasible to put the whole,total mill operation in Labrador. But I do 
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Mr. McNeil: believe, Mr. Speaker, that they could probably 

have put in the chip mill in Labr~dor, and they could supply maybe 

the chip to all three mills, because y_ou must remember that the 

Labrador wood is the best fibre of any type of wood to produce any . ' 

type of product. And what type of product were we producing in 

PK - 2 

the Stephenville mi 11? We were producing ~inearboarn, a ·.;timk 

product_when you look in terms of_ maybe newsprint ~ecause you can 

make.linerboard out-of pretty near anything. And when you talk to 

other industries across the nation you will understand that they do not 

use their best fibre, their best wood, they use the-older stuff, they 

even go as far as using a huge amount of bark and rotten wood. And 

this is why I mention to the hon. Minister of Forest:y that possibly 

a lot of this infested wood, to saw up the wood that maybe the newsprint 

mills in this Province could not use that the Linerboard mill could 

have pi eked it up and maybe got one or t\'10 years more 1 i fe out of 

it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that this government 

made a grave mistake when they decided to close the mill down when 

we already see the amount of money that they projected last year to 

keep it operating has been spent in a shutdown _condition. Tell me, 

where is the gain when you have·the massive unemployment that we have 

in this Province? There is no gain, Sir, there is no gain whatsoever, 

except more and more human misery. 

And one fault that I see that sticks out foremost 

in my mind with this government that it cares less about the ordinary· 

individual . 

SOME'HON; MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MCNEIL: There is no human face to this _government whatsoever, 
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• ~~. ~C~1EIL: No, Sir, no human face Hhatsoe•ter. 

T:1ey are not c·1illi:l.g to take the chance themselves as a governnen t. 

~•ey are ~ot :dlling to push for.1ard I·Then they ;mt it ir. :tice 

:':1rases in the Throne Speech that· the people are our greatest 

• resource. They are u.ot \·Tilling to put for.rard through e:>ample 

ti1e belief that they have in this Province. And they expect 

the ordinary individual, the man tvith a family, the man who is 
•. 

just struggling, the backbone of our country, to come forward 

• and govern this Province. ~!r. ·Speaker, this Province today has 

coi:te as far as it has not because of this government but in spite 

e. of the ~!oores PC Government. 

SOl1E HON. :IE:!BEP.S: Hear, hear! 

• . :rn.. 1\CNEIL: :·!r. Speaker, last. ;tear when the decision 

-:.1as made, or wheg the budget was brought do'Wil and th~; decision t·Tas made 

to close the Labrador linerboard, our Pre~ier at that time had 

to deliver a ver; grave message to a certain area of our Province. 

• But 1o1hat did he do to deliver that message? Hou did he deliver 

it? :!r. Speaker, he got on the television, province-Hide, and he 

told the people of NeHfoundland that the Stephenville mill is too 

costly to operate and that the other parts of the Province 1·1ill 

suffer some other social benefits because they are pumping money 

into a losing proposition. They did not tell the people the truth. 

They told the people that the mill was in the wrong location, it 

should have never went in Stephenvil~e. f~ain misleading the 

• people of this Province • 

'~. S Dl!10NS : Shame! 

'!Ot. :1CNE IL : ----- And Hhen you speak t() people in 

ver;,• high positions in this city and today they still say that 

• the mill ¥laS ill•conceived and it should have never went into 

Stephenville: it should have never went into Stephenville, 

I shake n;• head in amazet:~ent • I either say the man is quite 

ignorant or he is a bigot. 

• l·~r. Speal(er, t<hen you look back at the 
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proposal to put the mill in Stephenville, 

it Has in the best location that could be found in Newfoundland;and 

I am talking about t!le Island of Newfoundland and the Labrador 

section. It was the only location. But if you talk in terms • 

of the mill not being put in Net~foundland but being put down in 

the Southern US States, close to the market area, t.rell then ~t is 

co. different question because you are near the market·, you are 

near the cheaper wood. 

But when you look at our market in 

Canada, the Canadian market, its design, and in Ne•Jfoundland a oill 

Hhen it was designed, the market was Europe and Stepehvnille's 

location is excellent. 

• 4..~ RON. !1EHBER: That is right •. 

NR. :·!CNEIL: Do you know that we are a thousand miles 

closer to Europe, to the European market than the city of New York? 

· From a market location >Te are in a good location, if we are marketing 

in Europe • 

Just this week I had the opportunity 

to talk to some net·Tsprint executives across Canada on the phone' 

and I asked them the question, Where is the Canadian newsprint 

~arket? Where is it in terms of the world? And they say, 

~1ostly in Europe.· The US are now taking care of themselves 

and thf!y will eventually absorb a greater ·per cent of t!te 

Canadian market. So if lve are looking at the r.~ill in terms of 

the market, the location of the mill in Stephenville is a good 

location. It is an excellent location. And another advantage 

that that mill has is that it is near, or it is on a port. 

T~e ?crt is ice free. 

'!R. LUSP.: 

~. ~~CNEIL: 

Ice free port. 

"Ice free port and on the edge of the 

port you h:we ,.. run•.-Jay •·•h:!.ch is second to none :!.n Canada, 
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MR. MCNEIL: 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

a large airport. 

Gander. 

Night 

MR. MCNEIL: I am not saying anything about 

Gander. Gander has a fantastic airport and it_ gives a 

lovely service and if our community, our airport can 

help the -area of Gander, we will. For example, we 

are one of the designated alternates to Gander. 

MR. HODDER: But no seaport. 

MR. MCNEIL: But Gander does not have a 

seaport, right! And when you are looking in terms of 

the paper market with a mill in _that location,where you 

have- all in one little area within a half mile, less 

than half a mile, within a quarter of a mile you have the 

airport which is second.to none in Canada, you have a 

seaport, you have a· mill that is in the centre of a 

forest - nobody can tell me that the mill is in the 

wrong location because it is not near a wood supply • 

A few roads can make quite a difference. 

When the Minister of 

Transportation _and Communications puts through the 

industrial access road that should come right down from 

the Trans-Canada Highway by-passing the Stephenville 

Linerbaord mill - only nine miles distance as compared 

to twenty-three, twenty-four going the St. George's 

direction and the White's Road area- that will cut down 

the distance greatly in road transportation. It would 

open up the whole Southern part of our Province, the 

Burgee area, and the Central area where the wood must 

come .from. 

So when you look at the area 

from a transportation point of view, the Stephenville 

location is an ideal location but ther~ is a little . 

bit of work that has to be done in the road area. ·The 

Minister of Forestry has commissioned a study into 

transportation and I hope· that when that study is 
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MR. MCNEIL: completed that they will, 

again., agree with this road. It has been put 1;orward 

or proposed to this government for about ten years 

but it has been pushed aside by this government 

because they say that it is not a priority with DREE. 

By the same token with that 

same road, they have a heavy equipment school 

operating under the Bay St. George Community College 

that has started the road. It is no expense to the 

government because they have to provide money for 

training. From Stephenville to Stephenville Crossing 

they have completed and done a good job - not 

completed it in a first-class condition - they have 

started the work but they cannot go any further without 

·some blasting. 

With that three mile section 

of road the provincial government could say to the 

federal government, "Look; we believe in this road, 

we have completed this section and we are asking you 

to complete the extra six miles that is needed." 

It would be showing leadership through action not 

through words. 

But let me get back to the 

site, the location of Stephenville itself. When the 

American base closed.down the government of the day 

decided that they had to do something for Stephenville 

and after ten or fifteen years, when they were looking 

for a place to put a mill, they looked in Labrador 

but ruled it out at the end of the 1950s. In the 

1960s they looked in Newfoundland for different sites 

and they could never settle or agree on a site. But 

when the Americans closed out, the American base 

closed,the obvious site was opened up to them. and 

in one of the feasibility reports - I do not remember the 

name of the.report right now- it reads~"Our break-
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MR. MCNEIL: through came in our survey 

for a logical site with the phase out of the Harmon Air 

Force Base. It is the most logical choice." The site, 

in looking in terms of using the Labrador wood, and I 

think the concept of the third mill started with the 

Labrador wood, it is the best wood that you can find and 

we must find a way to· use that wood and to add great 

quality to our paper products that leave this Island. 

It is a shame to see this government not approaching the 

two paper companies in this Island. and asking them to top 

off their inventories with a proper percentage of ~his 

wood in order. to give their final product a good qual4.ty 

so that it sells well on the market • 
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Anci, Mr. Speaker, the Linerboard mill when it was 

producing produced a good product. It was excellent. They had a few snags 

here and there but with an operation starting from zero and moving the 

way it did you have to give it credit. And the local people, some of the 

people had just come out of high school and ·got into the operation and at 

the end of three and one half year~ when it closed down they were equal to 

any other paper workers in Canada. Talking with the former executive manager 

of the Linerboard operation, Mr. Jack Sweeney, he stated that he would place 

any of his·workers, the young workers that he had working at Linerboard, he 

would place them against,any of his former employees that he had working 

with him,at another plant that had twelve and thirteen years experience. 

Mr. Speaker, that must-- say an awful lot for our Newfoundland young people. 

The ability is there, the drive is there, the willingness is there, the 

technical knowledge is there if it is shown to them they can do it, if 

the direction is there. 

Mr. Speaker, if the Province or any company looking 

to start up another mill or build another mill in Newfoundland during that 

period if you look back in history a little bit, they would have to virtually 

build a new town. In Stephenville at that time you had actually· in a 

sense people moving out, you had the Americans move out lock, stock ~d 

barrel, closing the door. The floors were completely waxed , .everything 

was left in a first class condition, everything was there waiting for them. 

It was a gift to this· Province and the goverr.ment of the day had the 

foresight to see that they had something to work with and if they would 

have moved fast enough and moved without getting involved in the political 

arena as much as it did,today we would see. maybe the whole Bay St. George 

area flourish to a great extent and probably be one of the driving areas 

in this Province where there is some hope. The potential was there then 

and it is still there today. T'ne homes wer.e there, the whole town was there, 

the people were there 1 _. you had fine schools~ all the reasons to attract 

good quality people and that is probably the reason why we did attract 

good quality people. But this government fell down on its commitment, 

they got weak-kneed. I do not blame the total government, I think the 

10181. 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

·-., 
• 

• 

• 

June 13,1978 

MR. }1cNE IL: 

Tape No. 4374 (Night) AH-2 

decision was only in the hands of a few. And during 

the Linerboard debate last year I was amazed at the lack of knowledge 

of that operation by hon. ministers and by hon. mem~ers on the other 

side. I could not believe it. All they could talk about was that the 

~ill was in the wrong location, that it was ill-conceived and that it was 

the fault of the former administration. They did not have any vision for 

the future, they could not see that the mill was sick and it needed help. 

If an hon. minister is sick, he goes to a doctor, he takes medicine and 

hopefully he recovers. But with this operationtthey had this'illusion. 

They decided that they would send the patient, Labrador Linerboard, they 

would send that patient to, the undertaker,and so they did. It went to 

the undertaker. And as a result we are seeing today and witnessing today 

thousands and thousands of people in that community having their lives 

thrown out of whack and having a disbelief in this Province. We are 

still believing that they themselves were the cause.of the operation 

failing. Mr. Speaker, that I think is the sin of this government. They 

themselves are demoralizing , this Moore'-s PC government is demoralizing 

every Newfoundlander.with its approach • 

SOH£ HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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MR •. McNEIL: Now I understand that they had 

problems on the market place to raise the money. They 

were talking I think it was in the vicinity of - I am 

just taking the f~gure off the top of my head - about 

$38 million or more. They had to raise this money. 

They said that their decision hinged around that amount 

of money. But rather than say to the people who are 

operating that plant, say to the people of Newfoundland, 

'We have a problem here§ we are not going to put any 

more of the taxpayers' money into this o~eration; ~e 

believe it can work; we might have to change the product 

line; we might have to add on to the mill into a diff•rent 

product and the mill was designed for additions - the mill 

was originally designed to be larger than it is- it was 

designed to take on newsprint.'- rather than go in that 

direction and say, 'We have belief in this plant that it 

can work and *e need to raise this amount of money. We 

are willing to open up shares in this operation. We want 

to keep this operation going regardless because we think 

and we believe more so than anything else that it should 

not close and that it can contribute a great deal to our 

economy.' But no, Mr. Speaker, they did not move in that 

di.rection. 

Mr. Speaker, maybe the decision 

to close was made by only a few, but if it was made only 

by a few, well then it must show what this government is 

made of. It shows that they are not fit to govern this 

Province because it lies in the hands of a few hard time 

members, hard time ministers, etc., etc., etc. - no 

commitment not only to the Province but to themselves and 

to their children. They have lost their vision, and when you 

lose vision you should get out. And I think the government 
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last year when they had to 

they did not have to make the decision 

I think if it came to that point they 

should have resigned. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that our 

own polls and the e.B.C. polls that were done just recently 

have told ~s a story or two. I hope that the bon. gentlemen 

on the other side have got the story very clearly. The 

people on the West Coast are just waitin• for the opportunity 

to give this government a political holiday~ they want to get 

them out of office. We have had enough of this Moores P.C . 

Government, do-nothing government. They believe in 

closure of the worst kind. Clos~ her down! Shut her up! 

Move them out! Throw them out! 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in less than 

a year we have the Throne Speech and just in a short period -

the importance of time - this is what I mean by the importance 

of having hope and driving forward, a belief in where you 

are going. Just less than a year we have the Throne Speech 

and I will quote: "My Government will continue its efforts 

in 1978 to find a new buyer for Labrador Linerboard mill at 

Stephenville. My Government is optimistic that a firm 

arrangement can be made in 1978 and present information 

suggesting that the mill can be modified to produce bleach­

craft, pulp or newsprint!' Now, Mr. Speaker, remember it 

is less than a year, and when the government set up its 

Advisory Board to study all the 
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Mr. McNeil: aspects of the .mill, what alternatives did it 

have at its disposal? This Advisory Board was set up by the government 

for a political way out or an answer to their problem? I am not 

sure yet. I waul d believe .that a 11 they done was to set them up as 

a political tool. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MCNEIL: They were a buffer zone, to keep the 

people off their backs. 

SOME HON·. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. MCNEIL: They knew that that mill was going to close, 

they were closing it. The decision was made, and they worked like 

trojans, Mr. Speaker, they worked like trojans to close it down. If 

they had tried this effort in trying to make it work,today I would have 

no doubt it would still be running. And maybe today ,because of some 

factors which we could not control,with the decline of the Canadian dollar 

we would have probably seen that the mill would have at least broke even, 

and it was not expected to break even three years d~wn the line. 

Hr. Spea\cer, it ~•as said the Advisory Board of that 

date stated that the government had no alternative. but to close it down 

the Advisory Board recommended closure·•·•'lich is not true. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Not true. 

MR. MCNEIL: The Advisory Board stated that it was not 

feasible to run the mill under its present form, under its present 

conditions. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Right. 

MR. MCNEIL: The Advisory Board put forward suggestions. how they 

could bring their fixed cost down, and ~lith an· expenditure into the 

operation to improve the total operation, to put in , for example, some 

machinery whereby they could take the secondary pr~duct, like the 

newsprint, the clippings that they had coming in- r think it ~·~.s John 

Crosbie had entered into a contract to bringing ti:ese cli'lpings- and 

when he knew himself, he kne~! or at least he should have known that the 

mill at that ti,me sould only take a certain amount of these· userJ clippings 
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Mr. McNeil: but he entered into a long term contract to take a 

larger number than the mill could consume. Why? Was he and 

other members of this government determined to keep that operation 

down? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Sure! 

MR. MCNEIL: cannot believe that, but the thought does cross 

my mind. 

Mr. Sr.ea~er, just installing a piece of machinery 

so that it could use the bark of the wood could reduce its 

fuel consumption by a great degree. But no,the government decided not 

to do it. And it was recommended in study after study at the mill to 

do these renovations within the mill, to bring its high fixed cost down 

the line. And then when we had our market in a very soft condition, 

we builVun our ~10od inventory to a great degree ~~hereby it strangled 

the operation itself because you had no money to operate it. Why was 

all of this done? Was it done so that it could get in the position 

whereby it ~IOU 1 d be forced to c 1 ose down, and then the government wou 1 d 

just give it away to some concern? Again, Mr. Speaker, I cannot 

believe it because no government could be that callous to move in that 

PK ., 2 

direction. ~Jo government could be that stunned, naive to move in that 

direction and not to be chastised by the people for it. No government 

could do it! But. still the Moores P.C. Government did it. Why? 

~'R. S. NEARY: They did not know where Stephenville HaS. 

MR. MCNEIL: 11aybe the hcin. member is right, maybe they did 

not know where Stephenville was; maybe they thought it was in a foreign 

country, over in Iran or sc~e ot~er nlace. 

MR. NEARY: Well, t.heir buddies know where it is no~v 

and they are out buying up the real estate out there. 

MR. MCNEIL: 

as well. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

SOME HON. MEMBER: 

MR. MCNEIL: 

There is a little story like that going around 

Right. They have the insi~e dope. 

Oh, oh! 

The hon. member just reminded me of something, 
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,.IR. W. HcNEIL : His government was responsible 

for closing down the mill and in· return we got a gift. You 

. 7 I 11 It 
know what they. gave us •. _A jail. L~ck ·them all up, he said. 

•1'1'hosewe cannot drive out we ~ill lock them up. 01 

.o\J.'< RON • HE}ffiER: Sometimes you are lucky . 

HR. iv. ~!cNEIL: :1r. Speaker, I hope the 

han. minister - and I t-rill accompany the han. minister if we 

will try out one of the cells or rooms. 

HR. NEARY: They will be trying them out soon enough. 

i·lR. W. l-!cNEIL : Hr. Speaker, when tve talk about 

right now, the present time ,it looks like the selling agent, r,-rhich 

is Hoods Gordon,which ·has , been employed an awful long time tvith 

this government to consult on the miil 1 and surely they must be 

making an awful lot of··money off this government, I tried on 

different occasions to get the figure that this government has 

spent on this firm,l-loods Gordon,and it is not available. And 

what I am told is that the figure is so large that it takes a while 

to get it .• And last year during that period when the mill 

was going down,the Premier made a statement to the effect that 

we are stepping up our sales effort to sell the mill. He are 

stepping up our efforts,but we could not get a buyer in place 

at that time. 

But now today because 

the netJSprint market is moving up, moving very 'strongly 

and I think it will remain, from the information that I am 

getting from the people in the paper industry,it Hill remain 

strong for maybe three or more years, that the mill nm• 

is viable to ~e converted to a newsprint mill, But only 

less than a year ago it was not, and remember, your Advisory 

Board suggested that it was not feasible because of the high 

costs of renovating the operation and that the markets tvere 

· uncertain. But still in the U.S. today He know that thP.re .is 

new capacity coming on stream within the next three years of 

well over a million tons in the Ti. S. of newsprint·. Now the 
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HR. W. HcNEIL: question is will the. U.S. growth 

eat up that increase in production. And if we convert to news-

print and destroy the linearboard line that .ue have riow,in 

three years down the line when it is converted,will we find 

ourselves in a similiar situation··to which we are no1v with 

the linearboard.I say, Sir, that this government should tread 

very carefully and that when they get a buyer to take up that 

operation it should be a reputable company,if it is going to be 

a private concern,it should be reputable and it should maintain 

a couple of product lines. If .it isc:going to go to ne1.rsprint 

it can add on,it is better to add than to destroy everything 

that is inside that plant now and tear out the linearboard 

operation. It is better to keep your linearboarrl operation 

and add on the newsprint line o.r bleached craft or whatever 

the case may be. Because we do not know. Havbe in five vears 

dm·m the line linearboard will be very strong and we will get 

a good return from it • 

MR. NEARY: And then they will wish their day back. 

!m. H. YcNEIL: As a matter of fact,in the u.s. this 
I 

past week linearboard has hit a reeord high. It has hit 

a record high in that it is the strongest demand ever seen for 

linearboard this past week or two in the U.S. Now that has not 

been translated yet in terms of a good price return on the 

product but it is only a matter of time and it ·,1ill. So He 

are seeing an industry that is very cyclical Newsprint goes 

up one day, next day it is down; linearboard goes up one day, 

the next day it is down. So if ·He are getting that operation 

going again and we are putting it in the hands of private enterprise, 

He should demand that they have a couple of differe!lt product 

lines that whAn one is up usually the other one is dm·m. 

\-Je should go back through the history of the products and try to 
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HR. }!c1miL: juggle it so that when paper 

is ap, usually you got your linearboard do'wn or vice versa, 

whatever line it-may be. So,_ Hr. Speaker, I think that this 

government has a commitment to that area and to the whole of 

Western Newfoundland and to the Province to make sure when 

that operation opens up again, artd I firmly believe that it 

will, that it will work. Pardon~ 

l-!R. DOODY: lve are doing everything possible • 

HR. ~!d!EIL: I am not hearing yOu. 

HR. DOODY: We are· doing everything we can. 
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''R. VCNEIL : I am pleased to hear the minister say 

t~at they are doing everything possible. It is about time they 

die! everything possible, after all the hurt they have caused this 

l'rovi:'l.ce. It is about time they are '~aking up. 

HR. S. NEARY: It is time they resigned • 

'~. ~CclEIL: The best gift that the ~foores PC 

Government can do for the Province of Newfoundl;:md is to resign, 

call an election tomorrow. 

SO!·!E HON • ME!1BEP.S: Hear, hear! 

DR. R. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, just to elucidate a 

point of order that was raised by the member for Burgee -

Bay d 'Espoir and responded to by the member for '1ount Pearl 

(l·fr. N. Windsor), I would like to put it on the p".lblic record, 

t~ese are minutes of the first P.rfblic Accounts meeting, 

\ 

November 22, 1976, and item 9, "It was agreed that the Committee 

could meet at the call of the Chairman in consultation with a 

majority of the Cor.unittee and forty-eight hours notice." And 

I think, Hr. Speaker, that would clarify the point of order 

that was made some time ago during my address. 

~fR. SPEAKER: As hon. members are a"are, it is not 

a matter in Hhich the Chair has any decision making requirement. 

Is the House ready for the <JUestion on the eub-amendment. Those 

in favour of the sub-amendment, "Aye": contrary minded "Nay"; 

in my opinion the Nays have it. 

The hon. member for Eagle River . 

MP.. NEMl.Y: Eagle River.. Look, '1e have a Speaker 

to enforce the rules of the House, not the memb,er for St, John's 

Centre (:1r. Mul'!'hy). 

SOHE RON. ~!El!BER: Oh, oh! 

~ffi.. NE!.RY: Hhy do you not go up and give hil'l a 

~elt in the gob? 
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• 'lR. STRACHAN : Hr. Speaker, every time I get on 

mv feet there seems to be dissension in the ranks opposite. 

~ffi.. S • ~!EAP.Y: No,boy. Carry on. 

~ffi. STRACHAN: 
,_ ,· .,, 

:-!R • MURPHY: Carry on all night . • ~-'R. STRACH.o\J.'l: ------ Mr. Speaker, before I get into the 

topic that I want to discuss here, I could not but help respond 

to some comments made by the member for St. John's South 

(!:lr. John Collins) this afternoon • • ~!R. HURPRY: I.do not want any interruptions, 

I will not get a chance td speak. 

MR. STRACHAN: If the member wants to sleep all 

the time that is his business • • I would like to respond to some 

questions or points raised by the member concerning the role 

in the House and of members and our question of part-time 

members, full-time members and the whole attitude because I 

• have been faced in the last year in Labrador Hith a great deal 

of dissension,and confrontation pesonally, as has the member 

opposite, the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie). l-ie face it 

tremendously. The'- Labrador has a great deal of intensity <-~hich ·- is not prevalent in any other part of the Province, certainly not 

on the Island part of the Province. There is not nearly the 

same intensity_ of feeling, especially at the moment as there 

is in Labrador. Not intensity I mean in a method only against 

• political people, but the ~•hole intensity of questioning ,.;here 

the~r are going, 1>1here they are at, ~•hat is happening, 1>1hat is zoin;; 

to be dona <Ji th the r~sources, hm• the resources can be developed,. 

representation, questioning the 1-1hole parliamentary process, questioning 

• the attitudes of one via the other, one part of Labrador via the 

other part of Labrador, questioning the Labrado~ - Newfoundland 

!'eh.tionshi?S, questioning the federal/provincial relationships 

a..'1d I >:o'"ld like to !"esponci clearly :1ere t!,.::t if :··e arc ;;oir.g to 

• 
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keep the parlia~cntary process 

functioning ther. t-1hat: I ·think needs to ;1appen is some very 

basic and sor.1e very radical changes in the set ups withir. 

this House and also within Labrador and Newfoundland, vis-a-vis 

the relationships. 

I think if first of all I have 

entered a system lvhich is antiquated, ancient, Victorian, 

it is not a modern government by any illCans. The method of 

assembly the whole process is built on, it is an 

honour to be here, honour relationship and I think that 

this must change and 1 think it needs some radical changes, 

blended at the same time with tradition. He cannot obviously 

1:ipe out much of our traditions. It is very important not 

to change for change sake.only, but also to change and still 

carry with us the very being of what He are in the Province. 

And I think that we must change if we are going to become 

a streamlined modern sophisticated government handling a 

$1.2 billion budget for a year within a country called 

Canada. I think· that we have got to change this whole structure 

here so that a lot of the serious questions are removed from a 

partisan platform, and removed into very much the Comnittee 

stage where ve discuss these with all the experts 
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them in detail. The topic which I am going to 

discuss in a few minutes, which is close to my heart and I have done some 

work on is the topic which-should be discussed I feel not here although 

I present it here but it should be discussed in a forum in which·expertisf' 

can be called in and in which we sit down and try to blend something 

together. I think that the forum that we have here does not help at 

·all towards good government and we are the only ones, ourselves here who 

are.going to take the brunt of it. Many of us cannot afford to be 

full-time members because the salaries are so low they are a pittance~ 

I do not care whether I am reported by press or what it is but the salaries 

are idiotic, absolutely' idiotic in a modern country for people who are 

suppose 'in running government. I know from my own sake that this is the 

first year in nine years that I have been virtually broke. I know many 

members on my side and colleagues on my side whose business have gone 

bankrtipt and who have had to leave their businesses in order to try and 

function in here. I do not like any attitudes from the St. John's 

members who can afford to maintain their practices, who can turn around 

and tell us that our travel allowances are far too great, who tell 

us that our phone bills are far too great, who try to tell us that we 

are better off than we ~•ere ten years ago. I am not interested in ten 

years ago, I am interested in 1978 and I am far more interested in 1979 

than I am in 1968 or 1958. I think that what we need to do is to change 

this whole system to make us so that ~•e are people on our own being paid 

our full value, being allowed our full travel allowances to do the job 

we are suppose to do and be given money so that we can have constituency 

·offices so that we can relate to our constituents not only just because 

you are on the government side but also opposition of constituents. P~d 

it must be evenly shared out and we must have this kind of relationship 

if we are going t-o meet some meaningful people in this Province because 

what is occuring within Labrador is that our pm•ers little as they are 

in Oppositon but certainly I can say the member for Naskaupies (Hr. Goudie) 

as well and possibly the minister from }lenihek (Mr. Rousseau), our powers 

are being wittled away and brought down . Ir some cases this is good 
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~'R. STRACHAN: and to the extent that it brings us into 

a far more realistic position with people but they are being wittled 

down to the stage that we become totally irrelevant. I feel in many 

cases that standing here, talking for the three or four months in 

the House and discussing some problems that I am totally irrelevant 

to many of my constituents, it does·not make one row of beans whether 

I was here or whether I was bush hunting or whether I was in caribou 

hunting. I think this whole thing has got to change if we are going 

to become meaningful people. Pay us double the salarY if you have to 

! do not care what it is but make it so that people can live a normal 

life without having to maintain additional businesses so that we have 

one foot - a~d I think this makes a very unhappy political mix, one 

foot in politics and one foot in business. I also -feel that if we did 

that then we should ask people to diverse themselves of active business 

relationships. I do not mean diverse their businesses totally but to 

diverse themselves of active business relationships so t~"t they can 

spend full-time doing ·their job because I think this is a full-time 

time if we are going to become a modern country • 

AN RON. MEMBER: 

~'R. STRACHAN : 

(Inaudible) 

I am talking about putting the 

salaries up because the only way to maintain myself as a member ".ere 

is to have a little business which my wife runs in order to try and keep 

me and my family living while I am in here being a member. I have in 

recent •1eeks as many members know received a consid~rable amount 

of flack for instance on the Labrador Coast from groups who feel 

that I should be present there in the communities more -often. I would 

like to state to the St. John's members who seem to have lost all 

perspective of the Province that my district has two d:f.fferent time 

zones. One part of my district is on Newfoundland time and the other 

part of my district is on Labrador time. My district is 800 miles 

long, that is from Port aux Basques to St. John's and out to the edge 

of the 200 mile limit and· not two of the communities in my district have 

a road link • The only way to travel the district is by bush plane and 

to travel only the major communities - I missed four the last time I 
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!-'R. STRACHAN : travelled, the major communities cost 

me last time $4,600 • On an extra allo•..rance of $4,000 a year to travel 

the district, as a district allowance there is no way in the world 
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Mr. Strachan: that I can travel. Yet the same time the 

groups who have attacked us or questioned us for not visiting there 

oftener, and I would love to visit oftener, if I had the money, 

the groups who attack us are many-times groups who are getting 

considerable amount of funds, considerable amount of funds from 

government. Groups who have had $1.5 million in three years from 

government, who are travel to Alaska, California, Paris, groups who. 

were given just recently by the government opposite $30,000 to travel 

the same labrador Coast that I must travel for $4,000,on a DREE 

proposal. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right. 

AN HON. MEMBER: On a DREE proposal? 

MR. STRACHAN: On a DREE proposal .they are given $30,000 

to travel the coast and Goose Bay in order to discuss this with people, 

and they can quite rightly talk to me that cannot consult my 

constituents, I cannot. It is not because do not have the willingness 

not to consult my constituents, it is because do not have the funds 

in my frist year I put $7,000 of my own money in, I am not bleating 

about it, I am not looking for pity, I put it in my ownself, and I 

cannot do it any more. But I believe in what we are doing sufficiently 

that I am going to carry on fighting and carrying on pushing, but 

I think our antiquaked system in this House of dealing with members, 

members' salaries, where we have to hide our head, be afraid of the 

press up above who will report us because we got a 4 per cent increase 

or a 2 per cent increase is foolishness. We should realize that we 

are a modern Province within Canada, and we should pay our members 

appropriately, pay them well, if their fingers are in the cookie jar 

thrown them out and fling them out immediately. Get them out of 

business so they have no business interest whatsoever, that everything 

is in trust or in some way so that they are not in active business 

and that is the only way that this House will function as a House. 

This is the only way that this Legislature will function and it is 

the only way that I and others can do our job and try to maintain two 
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Mr. Strachan: parts of this Province as a Province. Otherwise 

what I suggest will happen is that the frustration elsewhere and in 

the North will become more and more intense. We cannot do our job. 

Our jobs are undermined,· We are ·seeing - I should say we are seen 

ofttimes as hitch-hikers. It is amazing to me why civil servants 

unemployment insurance people can charter helicopters up and down 

the Labrador Coast, the Department of Fisheries have helicopters 

chartered. up and down our Labrador Coast, Hydro pE;!ople because of 

a crash three years ago will not fly Labrador Airways any more, will 

not fly bush planes any more, they will only fly the best helicopters 

there are up and down the Labrador Coast, and the member has got to 

sit in a community for six days, stuck in one community hitching a 

hike or trying to get a 1 i ft onto the next community on a Hydro chopper 

where they may take to drop a suitcase off. 

What you are talking about is a total huge 

suffering of the powers or the ability of a· member to do his job 

in a part of the Province which is questioning the very function of 

government, and to me that is total and absolute nonsense, total 

nonsense and it must change. I think that the whole relationship 

allows a travel allowance the same as the civil servant, allowing me 

to submit my claims, my receipts, and to examine them as m.uch as you 

wish, question me as much as you wish on the necesSity of them, then 

pay them. If there are extras in there which people feel exactly 

tAe same as a civil servant then we have to pay. But I feel that we 

must be free from this tremendous economic situation in which we 

cannot represent our districts in a way which we should. And I think 

for member for St. John's to turn around and tell me that my phone 

bill is too high or my travel allowance is very adequate has no preception 

whatsoever of the size of this Province, the size of our districts, or 

they have never travelled in a district and been stuck for eight or 

nine days or have to hitch a lift on a mail plane or a chartered plane 

or to sit in a harbour for four or five days in a bush plane each day 
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Mr. Strachan: you are paying $400 that the plane is in the harbour. 

They have no conception whatsoever, and that is why I suggest that the 

quicker the House of Assembly is sitting in Labrador so that the 

fellows when they start calling home and calling onto the Island will 

start understanding that the greater part of this P.rovince, and the 

economic future of this Province is Labrador, and 1n the future the 

economic centre of gravity will change:from here to there, and we 

must look after Labrador now in times when times are poor, when they 

economically depressed, and not only look after them when Labrador in 

the future becomes. a very rich part, in which at that time they may 

turn around and say., You are not my brother, you would not look after 

me 
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MR. STRACHAN: at various times or various 

periods when we asked for that help and now when we are on 

the move I would hate for myself to turn around and say to 

many members there that 'We just do not care any more about 

you.' 

A~ HON. HEMBER: (Inaudible) Nain in 

.November. 

HR. STRACHAN: Yes, I think Nain in November would 

be lovely . I think Nain right now would be lovely. But 

I think that if you are in Nain just now you might face 

three weeks or four weeks of breakup in which you could .. not 

get out, and I can assure you that I have seen people driven 

up the wall, really driven up the wall because they have 

never been in a situation where every day they get up at 

7:00A.M. and look dut the window and no 'plane arrives, 

go back to bed and sleep all day, play cards all night and 

wait until next morning. And this goes on day after day 

after day, and their business slows down and their wives 

worry about them, the family start going crazy, problems 

start at home, you know, and then the next thing is they are 

up the wall. I think it would be good. I think the 

Minister of Justice would appreciate it very much. 

Let me get on to the other topic 

that I wanted to discuss in the little time left to me. 

This is on a totally different thing on Labrador. I could 

go on to. a district speech, but I want to talk about a 

project w~ich has been close to my heart for quite some 

time and I did some work on. 

If economically we look at Labrador, 

not from a social point of vie~ or a people point of view -

and I think in recent year~ there has been tremendous 

emphasis on the social side of things, on the relationships, 

and I think almost the pendulum has swung too much, that 

it has swung away from development over to the people's side 
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MR. STRACHAN: a little too much and there must 

be a balance - but looking ai it purely from an economic 

point of view - and I will tell you why people in Labrador 

are frustrated and do not feel that they are getting 

anything out of this relationship between the Island and 

Labrador. If you look at Labrador West, the provincial 

government does not have to put a penny into Labrador West 

to maintain it. There is no cost, as such, to the provincial 

government in Labrador we•t, very little cost. If you look 

at Churchill Falls on their old arrangement, there is very 

little cost to go in and maintain any structure in 

Churchill Falls. Economically it is self-sufficient. If you 

lobk at Happy Valley, Goose Bay, apart from ~inerboard 

operation, fot years and years there was no money went into 

it from the Province, it was maintained essentially by 

Americans as American base with all the rich money put in 

there by Americans at that time. If you look at the Northern 

Labrador Coast, over the years from 1964 when the Pearson/ 

Smallwood agreement was signed, most of the money came from 

.the federal government on a 90/10 relationship - 90 pe~ cent 

federal government money. That is why the northern Labrador 

Coast compared to the Southern Labrador Coast is extremely 

rich in the amount of money that has been put into it as 

services -not rich in development, because I think the money 

was put in and spent on the wrong projects, but it is rich, 

and it cost the Province very, very littl~ money. 

The Southern Labrador Coast which is 

the other half of my district has never had a penny for years 

and I will give the due to some members oppos{te, there has 

been money gone in in the last two years and there have been 

changes made, and good changes made. It is a very small 

start, but it is there. I think much more. has to be done. 

But over the years the Southern Labrador Coast received not 

a penny. So what you are talking about essentially, apart 
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~IR. STRACHAN: from the Straits area, is that the 

• whole of Labrador has little relationship from a provincial 

point of view in drawing any monies out of the provincial 

Treasury, and in fact, Ottawa is of far more importance to 

Labrador than St. John's is. And most Labrador people have 

• dealt far more with civil servants and polit~cians from the 
,, 

federal government than they have with politicians and 

civil servants from St. John's. I guarantee you, in the 

last two years there have been twice as many federal ministers 

• in Labrador West and in Happy Valley - Goose Bay than there 

~ave been provincial mini~ters - considerable amount. They 

are in there now today, they were in yesterday, another one 

was in last week it is considered a flow-through. Whether 

• it is productive or not, I am not saying -whether it is 

productive to that lev~l. But certainly I know on the toast 

that we see far more federal civil servants who have 

development money or who have projects than we ever see 

• provincial civil servants. So our relationship very much 

is towards Ottawa and not towards the Province. The native 

people, for instance, deal exclusively with Ottawa. It may 

be a policy on their part to bypass St. John's and bypass 

·- provincial government, but they deal exclusively t~rough 

Ottawa. 

MR. HICKHAN: Do they bypass us? 

~1R. STRACHAN: Yes 1 I know, and I have told them 

• before. Two years ago I laid it out to them and I thought 

their mechanism - their strategy - was total and absolute 

nonsense and I will say it again that it is total and absolute 

nonsense to try that mechanism because it cannot work. But, 

• however, it is a fact of life that most of the Labrador area 

there deals with Ottawa, gets his money from Ottawa and really 

very little money has been spent by the Province to maintain 

the level of services in Labrador. So, as 

• 
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MR. STP.ACHAN: a result we come to this kind 

of frustration in Labrador that they do not feel that they get 

anything back from the money they are putting into the Treasury. 

They are not getting anything back for the resources that they 

are producing and providing. And that is the current cry, the 

very.popular motherhood cty of the rape of Labrador and many 

many people and groups are on the bandwagon calling for it. And 

it is understandable at the moment that the bandwagon is moving 

and people are feeling this. I feel in some ways it is rather 

a self pitying role because it is a hard knocking role of the 

·provincial government, rather than getting in there and saying, 

"We are going to make something of it." But I think that will 

come over the next fe'~ years. 

However, I think that v7e must 

understand them, that wltat we have to do in Labrador is to 

look at the resources of Labrador and start developing the 

resources of Labrador within Labrador, that we have to stop 

getting off on Labrador with the self-pitying cry that we are 

being raped all the time, that St. John's is taking everything 

from us, because that is not correct, that everything is being 

milked out of us or drained out of us. But I think we have to 

sensibly change the whole platform of things and what I am 

suggesting here is that I think obviously one cannot do it here, 

but it c::JUld be and it could be a subject for a Committee of 

this House to study the utilization of the resources in Labrador, 

to stop looking for instance at the exportation of power, of mineral 

resources, but to start looking at the whole development policy as 

put forward earlier on and the specific example that I have, it is 

the utilization of the iron ore • 

We are constantly looking and examining 

Gull Island with the idea of exporting Gull Island pover, either exporting 
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HR. STRACHAN: it on a short-term recallable basis 

from Quebec, exporting it to Quebec and being able to recall it, 

which is an additional cost of transmission lines, which may in 

the future become redundant or not necessary on recall, or we 

are looking at a Gull Island in whi~~ our whole philosophy is 

to bring the power across the Straits and o~to the Island part 

of the Province. 

To me when I read on June 1977 that 

Japan had closed its last open hearth smelter and had gone totally 

to electric smelting process, then I started to do some work and 

looking in the ~ghole application of converting iron ore in Labrador 

West into steel and there are three or four basic.ingredients 

required. Basically what we need is iron ore obviously, which 

we have, power, which we have, if we go the electric smelting route. 

Power is fuel, hydro electric power is fueld. We need cnke 

as a reduction pr?cess and we need slag or we need limestone, a flux, 

what they call a flux·irt the trade. But I look at it and we 

start looking at the dynamics of it, we look at Japan, we find that 

Japan has no iron ore. It brings all its iron ore. Japan brings 

in much of its coal for the coke process and Japan is operating 

its electric smelters and diesel powered generators. So obviously 

then if Jap&• can do it obviously there must be some mechanics 

where we have - first of all where we have iron ore in Labrador 

>lest and where v7e have the second ingredient fuel through Gull Island 

and Labrador, but if we can put the two together and add all 

we need to bring in then is coke and only a very 5mall quantity of 

it because if we go to this electric smelting process what we are 

talking about in electric smelting is using large forty inch graphite 

el~ctrodes which produce the carbon monoxide needed ~o reduce the 

iron into basic pig iron and from there on to steel. 

So it makes great sense to me obviously, 

from a superficial point of view, in looking at the process that one 
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HR. STRACHAN: can stop exporting iron ore 

to feed Pitsburgh, to feed central Canada and we can stop ex­

porting electricity because exporting e:ectricity is like sending 

cod fish out and around, all tve· are doing is exporting jobs and 

there is no ~evelopmental purpose to exporting electricity. Surely 

if we have electricity and iron ore and 
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Mr. Strachan: all we need to bring in is an infinitely 

sma 11 er amount of coke than we ever ship out is i roh ore then the 

process becomes feasible at least from a resource point of view. 

PK - 1 

It obviously then the whole economics of it requires to be studied, 

and I think that if we can manage to· get out of their hands and out of 

the grip of the large companies, out of the large consortiums who play 

us off continually between Bethlehem, Pittsburgh, and Hamilton who 

are continually playing us off one against the other, who are continually 

stockpiling iron ore and then deciding to force the unions to have 

strike the unions do not want, and then turn her around so the unions 

make sure that unions are blamed for having the strike, if we can get 

out of the grips of this kind of monopolistic situation where we become 

free and develop within Labrador the resources of Labrador to the fullest 

extent then I think we are starting to develop with this kind of proposal 

the Labrador that we want to see. 

We can therefore move, I think, on from iron 

ore into basic pig iron, which is a very easy process, and from pig iron 

or sponge iron into basic steel. And, of course, along with that goes all 

the ancillary industries surrounded by it, and we must therefore start 

looking at a whole marketing arrangement to try to tap the European 

markets not to sell iron ore to Europe but to sell basic steel to 

Europe. I think any attempt to try to look for markets in Europe to 

find an alternative through Sept Isles route or to Bethleham, Pittsburgh, 

Hamilton rtoute by sending iron ore to Europe I think must be decried. 

To me that ·is not an alternative we are doing exactly th~ same thing 

of shipping out raw materials. We must look at the whole economics 

very carefully, get the people who are able the engineers, the cost 

engineers, people to look at the whole arrangement because I do not 

believe that it it not feasible. think it cart be done. It acquires 

imagination, it requires drive, and what I would like to suggest 

another thing on top of it,·that I think we should start instead of 

self-crying and self-doubting ourselves that Newfoundlanders and 

Labradorians instead of playing themselves dm~n in the eyes of people from 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

elsewhere, we should start looking possibly at this kind of developmental 

steel mill, we should start looking at it from a consortium point of view 

within this Province, then we should start developing the expertise and 

the business people within this Province not to be 10 per cent agents· 

of anybody else from other provinces, not 10 per centers but to develop 

themselves, their own resources and become equal partners in the marketplace 

of the world. And I think that can be done with imagination and it 

can be done with drive, I think~ in many cases like that, in these 

kind of situations. It is immaterial to me whether it is Crosbie money. 

It is immaterial to me whoevers money it is. It is immaterial. 

would rather see it being people from this Province forming that kind 

of consortium, to form even a small steel mill initially and to look 

down the road to expansion rather than to have some company from 

Bethlehem or Hamilton or Pittsburg or somebody else who is going to 

play us off in a different international marketplace coming in and 

taking over. And I think in that kind of issue we have got to look 

at something in which .we stop eating our young and we start developing 

with enough confidence, enough courage to drive the thing through 

and stop being this, what I call, 10 per centers, about all we are 

con~idered as being, as being agents and taking a little bit of 

the cream, a 10 per cent which I am afraid is going to happen in 

the oil and gas industry where a lot of people in this Province 

are looking to become agents of engineering and oil companies from 

other .parts of the world and representing them here just as mere 

brokers so that they can cream off a few hundred thousand or a few 

million off the work that other people do. But all they are needed 

f?r here is the birthright, The fact that they are a 'Newfoundland 

company they can use you as a front in order to be able to move in. 

e think that that kind of philosophy must 

• 

•• 

stop. You must start looking at it in a far more aggressive way and 

start building that kind of road with, imagination and drive. I think 

that has to be done as quickly as possible. I am suggesting here that 

the steel mill would be an exceilent example of resources there and only 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

in that way can we get free of international companies, international 

unions which have got no concern whatsoever for the economics and the 

social life and the traditions of this Province, who are prepared to 

use us as a pa~m. who are prepared to play us the way they want to, 

who are 
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MR. STRACHAN: prepared for instance and I see to his 

case.to have their holdings in Seven Islands, and it is well 

known their holdings are in Seven Islands and here they are -

and now you will see in Lab.rador City - chiefs in Labrador City -

with all their properties and everything in Seven Islands and 

they funnel everything towards Seven Islands. So, it makes no 

difference how many bodies of inquiry we wish to have, you 

still cannot stop that kind of attitude because they are far 

too powerful - in far too powerful a position. And I think 

what we got to look at is look at that kind df development -

involve the companies: if they want to play ball with us and 

get involved in that kind of development, fine, if not, let us 

start looking at possibly Julienne Lak~ deposit, but let us 

try to tie the resources of Labrador together, so that what we 

put out is the top grade product, the finest product, finished 

as far as we can at that particular time; and if we want to 

get into rolling mills, if we want to get into ancillary 

industries later on down the road, let it be so. But at least 

make a siart initially to try to tie the power of Labrador 

through electricity with the resources of Labrador and possibly 

we can get into a whole other group of things down the road 

of considering copper - we can consider other minerals and 

other mineral developments, but do it in a planned way with 

a good cost accounting so that we can develop Labrador which 

will become a very, very rich part of this Province . I think 

only in that kind of way can we develop this whole - this 

Province, and I think then you will see the whole economic 

centre of gravity moved from St. John's -moved from the Island 

and moved to Labrador: and let me say that I think that when 

that occurs we, and all of us as Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, 

should be prepared by doing it together that that is the way 

we will unite this Province: because if we do ~at, then what 

will happen is that it makes no difference whether Quebec has 

territorially been given Labrador or taken Labrador - it makes 
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:m. STRACHAN: no difference whether the line for the 

border is on the map -if economically they own Labrador, which 

is what they are trying to do, then it will make no difference 

whether it is the· Province of .Newfobndland and Labrador. It is 

immaterial. The benefits will not come this way; it will not 

come to the island part of the Province. It will all flow west, 

and I have deep consideration that we must start that kind of 

route now because, if we do not, in the future the oil and gas 

may follow the hydro and the iron ore which is all going that 

way, and everything will flow to the province of Quebec, and 

Quebec will gain everything and all we will be left with are the 

meathead jobs - the jobs of hauling the stuff out and hauling it 

to the border, and Quebec will get all ~he developmental jobs 

and we will get nothing. I think if that occurs then Labrador, 

whether it wants to or not, will become part of Quebec, if not 

in theory certainly in economic terms because the flow will 

be from Labrador out as far as resources are concerned and 

Quebec in as far as services are concerned. I think that 

situation has got to be stopped. and can only be stopped, not 

by rattling sabers at the moment, not by shouting words at 

Quebec at the moment, it can only be stopped by developing 

policies like this, having a look at them, take 'the boldness 

in our hands and drive. I think that should be done, and I 

would suggest to the House that this on the standing orders, 

I believe, we have a cornnittee - I think 34G, is it? I think 

we have a committee for instance here - resource committee -

84G - 84C, so~ry, of the standing orders - 'a resource 

committee to consist of not more than 17 me'mbers and not les's 

than 9 members'. I would suggest that whnt I am arguing here 

tonight should be taken out of this political forum - taken 

out of the partisan political situation - and should be put to 

a committee of not more than 17 members, which gives a good 

cross-section of the Rouse of Assembly, and not less than 9 

members ~rho can then call in people, whether they be business 

people. whether they be engineers, experts, people from outside 

the Province to sit down and come up with a plan which is a 
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:1R. STRACHAN: bold plan of developing - such as I am 

talking about here - developing a steel mill in Labrador instead 

of exporting everything out of it. That can be done very 

easily. It can be done in ~he next five minutes if the Minister 

of Justice wants to do it, an·d I do not think that ~~e should 

stand on our political cignities here and say that if a suggestion 

comes from one side or the other side I do not care who wants 

to move it. I do not care if it is the membEr from St. John's 

Centre (Mr. A. Murphy) who does not know much about Labrador 

at all who wants to move it. If he wants to move it, let him 

move it. But I suggest that we move it and make the committee 

work - put it together and I do not think that the government 

should be looking as though this is something that has been 

taken out of the hands of us in the House of Assembly and out 

of the Liberals' hands and placed only in the P.C. party's 

hands or the P.C. administration's hands - I think it is 

something that is greater than that - bigger than that. 

for instance in Labrador that the member for Menihek 

I know 

(Mr. J. Rosseau) and the memb•r for Naskaupi (Mr. J. Goudie) 

and myself can get on very, very well. We probably are the 

friendliest outside of this House, because we relate in a 

different way because we realize that the problems we face in 

the North are far more intense and far greater than the 

partisan politics which we have to play and do play, and I 

am not ashamed of that - we have to play them within this 

House. So, what I am suggesting is that this resource committee 

be set up with a specific task in mind - given direction -

told that it is a very simple object to start off with -
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MR. STRACHAN: never mind giving it all grandiose 

things to look into - it is to look into the application of a 

steel mill for Labrador to utilize Labrador iron ore - Labrador 

hydro resources;and then we can start looking at the economics 

of roads or railroads; then we can start looking at ihe 

economics of Port Labrador; then we can start looking at the 

economics of bringing in the M.V. Arctic which has just come 

off the Welland docks - it is the first heavy ice-breaker and 

I mean heavy ice-breaker - this is a totally different idea from 

any other in Canada - it is bigger than the MacDonald and it 

utilizes an entirely different system of - not reinforced -

but a heavy ice-breaker with an air-bubbl~ system which is to 

be used to go to the Strathscona Sound in the Northwest 

Territories, right in the far ~orth, and then to the north 

of Baffin Island for at least nine months of the year; and if 

they can go into nine months of the year into the north of 

Baffin Island and in through the Strathscona Sound, then surely 

they can come in through the Labrador for nine months of the 

year. And we can utilize that, therefore, we could tie this 

whole thing together and then wa are start~ng to talk some kind 

of sense as far as a developmental policy is concerned. I 

would like to recommend or suggest this to members - I do not 

know what will come of it - but I would like to suggest it 

because I believe it is a good idea - it has a lot of feasibility -

a lot of application. I have studied a fair bit of it and 

collected a great deal of material on the application of the 

ele~tric smelting process to the iron ore specifically found 

in Labrador. There are some small problems: they are very, very 

small problems dealing with the cobalt and manganese levels of 

the iron ore. These are extremely small problens,I have beec 

told,and they are present in almost all cases of impurities 

which can be removed very easily in a form of slag. :;: think 

the process has merit and I think could be an extremely good 
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HR. STRACHAN: developmental project and would start 

looking ahead there for - instead of using Gull Island power -

instead of scouring the world for a market for Gull Island power 

which we must distribute through Quebec or through the Anglo 

Saxon route, then we can kee~ that power within Labrador, within 

this Province, and develop the resources of this Province. I 

think that the idea deserves merit and let us not all say that 

the Opposition when they stand all the time are full of negativity 

because I do not believe that . 

MR. SPEAKER: Ron. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKHAN: Mr. Speaker, if I am able to have a 

few words, my hon. colleague, the member fGr St. John's West 

(Dr. H. Kitchen) was goinp. to speak but he is not here now . 

Firstly, may I say to ~he hon. member for Eagle River that his 

address has been one of the better speeches we have heard during 

this session of the House of Assembly and I may say that the 

matters he raised I am sure cornm~nd themselves to the·interest 

and affection of all members on both sides of the House. One 

thing - the hon. gentleman gives me far more power than I have, 

but in any event it will not go unnoticed. One thing I would 

like to mention before we close this dehate is that no matter 

our differences may be, and no matter how justifiable our 

concerns are, and they are justified in many areas, let us 

never lose sight of the fact that no matter what manoeuvring 

or manipulations go on by the province of Quebec that we do 

enjoy something that no other two provinces enjoy, because we 

are the only two provinces whose border has been fixed and 

delineated beyond all reasonable doubt. Not only was it a 

decision of the judicial coumittee of the Privy Council but 

also in the terms of union it was again spelled out very 

definitely indeed. Now, Mr. Speaker, in the very few minutes 

at my disposal may I raise one other issue that I believe should 

be mentioned during this debate and I believe hon. members 

will agree that the last three or four days in particular 

we have seen st~ong debate in this House - sensible debate 

in this House and debate that has been moving toward some of 
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:·IR. HICKHAN: the issues facing this Province. One 

issue that we have not raised and an issue that I believe has 

tremendous significance on this Province and I am sure is 

troubling every hon. member of this House, and that is Canada's 

future as a natiort. Yesterday in Pa~liament the Prime Minister 

tabled, and I believe this is the tenth atte.mpt since 1927 -
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HR. l!ICKHAN: by prime ~inisters to try and find a 

solution for the patriation of the constitution and for the 

amending of the British North America Act. To date, successive 

Canadian governments and pravincial governments have been 

woefully unsuccessful • They ~re no closer to resolution of 

this problem than they were when it was first raised in the 

mid twenties. The closest Sime this nation ever came to finding 

a solution to the problem was wit~ the Fulton-Favreau formula 

which should have been adopted but regrettably was not. Now, 

Mr. Speaker, it is a strange thing that happens - I ha~e to 

admit this, but I believe that I have attended more constitutional 

confBrences certainly than' any Attorney General in Canada and 

probably any minister, and I have sat around the table -

I will give an example - last year, Mr. Speaker, in Edmonton 

ten attorneys general had reached conclusions and satisfactory 

conclusions because the issues were not that difficult to 

overcome . One can un~erstand why a ~rench-speaking Canadian 

in Quebec is very jealous of his or her language. One can 

understand their being so jealous and concerned when we realize 

that they are surrounded in North America by an~ther language -

every time they turn on their television, every time they read 

the media; and this causes them concern and so it should. But 

they can be accommodated within the framework and spirit of 

this constitution. Now, Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister will 

be meeting with the Provinces again soon, and the question we 

have to ask ourselves is whether or not,in the lip,ht of the 

referendum that will take place in Quebec within the next 

eighteen months, this occasion will be the last clear chance 

of Canada's eleven first ministers to resolve the various 

issues that must be put to bed if we are going to have a 

constitution that is acceptable to the two founding races . 
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MR. l!ICKZ-IAN: 

the last clear chance. 

And I suggest, ~r. Speaker, that it is 

I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that we should 

not fool ourselves into believing thar the hon. Rene Levesque 

became prime minister of ,Quebec simply because the people in 

Quebec felt it was time to get rid of the Bourassa gove~nment . 

That would be naive; it would be sil!y; and it would be-totally 

unrealistic; and even if there is some merit in that theory, 

let us not overlook the position that the prime ~inister of 

Quebec is taking now with the mandate that he received in that 

electio~. He is suggesting - I am not sure with justification, 

but that does not make much difference (he is the government 

and he has got a very vast majority in that assembly) - that 

the Quebec government, the Quebec people by electing- his party 

to power in Quebec have said you can use public funds, government 

money, government propaganda for the purpose of promoting 

separatism·- of promoting Quebec as a separate state of winning 

the referendum. I do not think he will win it . I do not think 

realistically that he will win it in the sense of get%ing 

51% of the voting population of_Quebec to say definitively that 

they wish to leave this nation. I do not believe for a minute 

he will receive it, but if there is anyone in this House or 

in this country who believes that a 20% vote in favour of 

separatism in Quebec is not a victory for Rene Levesque, he 

or she is crazy. If anyone believes that a vote of 20% of 

dedicated separatisis in Quebec to lesve will not cause trouble 

in the future, we are just not looking- at what is happening 

in other countries where even smaller, much smaller minorities 

manage :o disrupt the whole fabric, the political fabric of 

a nation . ~ow, Mr. Speaker, there are two questions that we 

as legislators in this Province must ask ourselve•. Number one, 

would it be prudent for the government and legislature of this 

Province at this time to start looking at alternate plans 

in the event, i~ the unlikely event, that that should happen . 
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.HR. HICKHAH: I believe that by paying too much 

attention to that alternative at this time we would be giving 

too much credence, too much credibility ~~ that insidious, 

very carefully planned campaign that is going in our sister 

province of Quebec . 
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HR. HICKHAN: The second thing we have to look at, 

~r. Speaker, is whether,when the first ministers meet this fall 

and probably when the ten premiers meet in August somewhere in 

the West, or not we should _be prepared to do some accommodating, 

and I think we are going to have to do some accommodating . 

I think we are going to have to firstly convince ~he"government 

in Ottawa, and I am not just talking about the government -

the ~embers of Parliament in Ottawa - that while I hope no one 

in Canada and certainly in the. far eastern provinces would 

want to see a weak centralist government, that one of the reasons 

why the band of unity is being stretched, I ·believe, a great 

deal in Canada right now is because many policy nakers who 

are not elected to office in this nation have taken onto them­

selves certain powers and.certain prerogatives that ate not 

within the true spirit of confederation. And they are managing 

to alienate, not just the people of Quebec - you would not 

have to be too much of a demng9gue in Atlantic Canada to get 

a half-decent separatist movement going down here, and certainly 

when you look at western Canada the big fear is that that may 

be happening out there right now. I b~lieve that it is 

happening out there right now because the federal government, 

and please do not interpret what I am.saying in a ~olitically 

partisan nature at all because preceding governments enunciated 

the same views, in their anxiety to take all of the powers 

arc not prepared to share with the provinces even a consultative 

process when it comes to the development of our resources. 

should not be working today on the preparation of a case 

stated to go to the Supreme Court of Canada on offshore mineral 

rights . We should not have to do that, but I am sure unless 

there is a ~ajar change of attitude and a major change of 

policy in the nation's capital that we will have no alternative 

but to go ahead with nur very well-prepared case. 

!-!R. N:'I\RY: You mean you have not started it yet? 
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~IR. l!ICKHAN: We have the preparation completed 

but the case stated for the - the case stated, Mr. Speaker, 

is something quite different. That is when the two parties 

start to work out what goes in the .reference to the Supreme 

Court of Canada, and that is what is being worked on right now . 

That has nothing to do with disclosing to the other side the 

nature of our argument or our case, but we should not have to 

do that. •1,1 we are saying to the government of Canada ''Hill 

you please understand that when you are developing offshore, 

if we find minerals offshore, if we find oil offshore that is 

going to be developed and can be developed, we have some say in 

it because we are closer to the environmental problems, to the 

social problems than you are - this will not weaken your 

government". This will not weaken one iota the status and 

the stature of the government of Canada. This l.rill not 

diminish your income from corporate taxes, b~t we as~ you 

consult with us - you do not have to change the constitution 

for that-an exchange of letters between two governments is 

sufficient. Do that and we will not have to face action in 

the Supreme Court of Canada which I am sure we are going to 

face. And I say, Hr. Speaker, if I could-

HR, NEARY: (Inaudible) - unemployment. 

HR. HICKMAll: T~e unemployment? I would shudder to 

think of what unemployment would be in this Province if we 

suddenly found ourselves as a nation or a state called 'Atlantica' 

cut off from Upper Canada and cut off from the Hest. So, 

Mr. Speaker, I can think of nothing more relevant in the lgng 

haul to the future of this Province than ensuring and guaranteeing 

that,when we as a Province negDtiate;we negotiate from a 

position of strength. But, Mr. Speaker, I do not believe 

that some of the proposals in this docu~ent which was received 

today entitled "A Time for Action" is 
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really, getting to the guts of t".e problem 

t!!at is fncinr, ~ana~ a right nm·r as a nation. 

'~. ITF:Af..Y: You are cirap~ing a red he~ring into it nm-1. 

It is not Ottawa's problell'.; it is a Provincial problem. Do not att"lcl' 

Otta1m. 

:here is no attac1c. on Ottalva. I uould 

hope, 1'r .Speaker, that there is no Newfoundlander living today who ~-rould 

'.:>elie'Te that sho~ring sone concern for cor.st::. t11tiona:!. changes in this Canada 

or 1-;ho is prepared to see to it ·that the Governnent of this Province is 

prepared to ma!:e a coinMitment touards l:eeping this nation together, I 

•.muld i1o!'e that t!l.ere is no one half-~dt ted enough to bel~.·~·T<-.: that this is 

a red herring. ! ·.·ould hope not, because if t!1ere is then this constitution 

is in danger and this nation is in danger. 

Than!< you very r:1uch, Yr. Speal:er. 

!lear, hear! 

111.. SPEl'JCEP.: Is the Eouse ready for t!1e question on tl-:e 

anenc'I'lent? ':hos in favour of the amenr'.r,c~-:.':, 'aye', contrary minded, 'nay'. 

In my opinion the 'nays' have it. 

Is t!1e House ready for the question on the 

nain motion? Thos is favour, 'aye', contrary ninderl, 'nay'. In r:q 

opinion the 'ayes' have it. 

''r.. Speaker, I move that the remaining Or:~ers 

of the :Jay clo stand deferred ancl. this !louse on its rising c'.o adjourn until 

tonorrm-7, '·lednesday, at 3:0'1 o'c:!.ock anrl that this :lol.'.Se ,·lo no•; aoijourn. 

On t~otion, the House at its rising at:'.journed 

until tomorrow, '~edneso:lay, Jane 14, 197:?. at 3~'J!'1 F..:· .. 
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