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The House met at 2:00 P.M.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins): Order, please!

PRESENTING PETITIONS:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans.
MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I rise to beg leave to present

a petition on behalf of 3,122 persons from the areas -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: How many?

MR. FLIGHT: 3,122, that makes 10,000 now roughly over
the past four or five days.

|
MR. STRACHAN: Liberals?

MR. FLIGHT: No Liberals, people against the spray.
MR. MURPHY: And that 1is 240,000 votes for the -
MR. FLIGHT: And, Mr, Speaker, the petition comes from the

areas of Cormer Brook, the Bay‘of Islands area, St. Anthony,
Baie Verte, Jackson's Arm and there is a letter so I will read

the letter and then I will read the prayer of the petition.

CAPTAIN WINSOR: Read the prayer of the petition first.
MR. FLIGHT: . Well,the member says read the prayer of

~ the petition first.

CAPTAIN WINSOR: You cannot be particular when you (inaudible).
MR. FLIGHT: So I will read the prayer of the petition

first. "The spraying of Canadian budworm infested forests

has not eliminated or even controlled the spruce budworm. Egg

mass counts, the traditional measure of budworm severity, have
increased in the annual sprayed forests of.New Brunswick and
Quebec. In Nova Scotia and British Columbia, where governments
rejected the pressures of the pulp-chemical industrial complex

and refused to spray,the egg mass counts have decreased &rastically.
We therefore submit the following petition to Premier Frank Moores."

""Whereas aerial insecticide spraying has proved

ineffective in conﬁrolling budworm epidemics, and whereas long

term forest management provides the only solutions to budworm

(087§
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MR. FLIGHT:. epidemics and a provision for sustained forest
yield, and whereas aerial spraying of insecticides diverts
millions of dollars annually from long term forest management,
and whereas aerial sprayinglof insecticides pose serious
hazards to human health and the environment,.;na whereas
federal laws prohibiting the spraying of homes, farms, livestock,
water supplies and areas of human habitation are routinely
violated in aerial spraying operations, we the undersigned,
urge thaF you immediately call a moratorium on all aerial
application of poisonito combat the spruce budworm."

Now, Sir, that is the verbatim prayer of
the petition. As I say the petition 1is signed by 3,122
people, bringiﬁg to a total over the past four or five days,
10,000 people who have indicated their concern with the spray
programme as it is being practiced by this ad;inistration. And,
Mr. Speaker, the reasons why the people in this Proﬁiuce are
concerned_has been talked about this past three months. One,
of courseqtheir concerns with the little research done on
matacil, the little knowledge, the fact.that we do not know.
Research has not been done into the long term and sh&rt tem
effects of the chemical matacil either on the total environment
or on human well-being. And a greater concern may be,at this
~ time, the unbelievable decision by government to spray water
supplies, headwaters of ;ivers, spray blocks that have
communities on the immediate perimeters of the spray blocks
and thereby creating a danger that spray would drift into
communities ;nd children and everything in that community would
be therefore exposed and, égain,.not being aware of whét
the characteristics or the effects of matacil might be. There is

a great feeling, a great fear amongst our people as to just what
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MR. FLIGHT: they are being subjected to.

. Now, Mr. Speaker, this debate reached
an all time low I thought yesterday in the Question Period
when the Minister of Health stood up and said that he
énswered some questions, what he.c@uld, there were some he
could not answer and he indicated that, "I do.mot know.

" It is not his programme. He

It is not my programme.
inferred of course that,he had to be inferring that it was
the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture's programme and that
he did not appear to be that happy with the programme. He
emphasized, "It is not my programme."
Now there has been some attempts,

Mr. Speaker, to drag politics into the spray programme but
I have seen, as far as 1 am concerned, a blatant display of

politics in the last few days, when the Minister of
Health used his political position to increase the buffer
zone between Cander Lake and the sprayed lot. Now why,
Mr. Speake#? How about the people in Port Blandford who sent
the first petition in? How about the other people in
Newfoundland living in %the environs of the sprayed blocks,
people whose water supplies will be sprayed? Were they
not éntitledvto the same consideration as the people of
Gander? And when the minister rises to speak I want him
to address himself to the - I cannot believe that - I want him
to address himself -to that position. When has a Minister of the Crown,
or as Cabinet they decided to increase the buffer zone around the
Gander Lake, why did that not apply to all the areas in Newfoundland
that have indicated concern because their water supplies and their
communities are in the vicinity where there is a danger of spray

drift? Why just Gander Lake? That is a blantant political
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MR. FLIGHT:
~ decision where,Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Heatth used his éélitical
position to bring about something that would keep his constituency
héppy and was not too concerned about the feelings of people in other
areas who have been represented in this House with other éegicions.
And why not a buffer zone around other areas and other waéer sheds
in tﬂis Province an§ communities to which there is a great danger
of being exéosed to drifté
Mr. Speaker, I cannot believe it!.The
five minute; ha§e gone and I have to sighdown, but I want to say i want tollay

the petition on the table of the House and refer it to the. department to

which it relates. Mr. Speaker, I whole~heartedly support the petitiom.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I support the petitiom,

Sir, presented by my colleague on behalfi of 3100 citizens 1in the
Western part of the Province especially in the greater Corner Brook
area.  Bay of Islands area.

I Mr. Speaker, the reports that we have
so far on the spray programme are not very good at all, Some of the
people whorI met in Central Newfoundland over the weekend and in
Western Newfoundland have a feeling somehow or other that the RCMP
have been instructed to lay off Conair,to take it easy on Conair.
Now personally I do not think that is true,l would like the Minister
of Justice comment on it. But I wéuld like to knmow, Mr. Speaker,

if the RCMP cannot enforce the regulations under The Newfoundland
Pesticide Act, thenwho does enforce the regulations? 1Is it the

representatives of the Department of Consumer Affairs and Environment?

dould the ﬁiﬁist;; teilﬁus if his officials enfor;ed the Pesticide Act?
LEf the RCMP does not do it, then who does it? Do the people themselves

—-have-to call in and report violations of the Pesticide Act? And if so,
how long would it take then for a complaint to be prosecuted? The

spraying programme will be over.
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MR. S. NEARY: I heard the minister this morning

on radio saying, ''Well,anybody that has a complaint should process

it through the proper procedure.” Well,what is the proper procedur§>and
how iong will it take? Is not the proper procedure the law enforcement
officers of thi; Province? Or does the minister have his -town
investigative staff that can go out and look ‘into any violatioms

ofthe Pesticide Act? It is a very serious matter, Sir.

When I came through Gander on Sunday
é@éﬁing the three Conair aircraft were over 1oading'up the matacil
and not a thing anybody could do about it. The people in Gander were
all set to go out with their placards and surround the little isolated
part of the airport where they were loading the matacil on board.

But 1is pathetic, Sir, ic is really pathetic. People are frightened,
scared stiff in this Province and yet there is not a thing they can
do. It is like Bill 50.The government says chey' are going to ram
it down the throats of the people whether they want it or not. And
we have the same thing with the spray programme. -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. S. NEARY: - two of .the most unpopular measures
brought before this session of the House, the spruce budworm spray
programme and Bill 50. And yet the government, Sir, is so arrogant
that they will not listen to anybody.The people say they do not want
it and yet the government decides that they rare going to go ahead
and squirt this dangerous poison around the Province anyway. It is

a frightening ;ituation, Sir. There are a Lot of groups now planning
to go out in the cduntryside, Beavers: and Cubs and Scouts and Guides
and Brownies and 4-Her's and they do not know what to do. They do not
-know what minute the spray plane 1s going to appear overhead a couple
hundred feet from the ground., I have a young fellow myself who is
scheduled to go out in the Terra Nova Park on the 23zd.I dﬁ not know

if I am going to let him go or not even though I paid his registration,
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MR.. S, NEARY: And that is not politics. Pgople
are very concerned about the health of the innocént children and
from what we can gather, Sir, so far the various reports that are
coming in,and some of them are confradictoty,that the waters that
run into water supply in the Glenwood area and in Gander have been

sprayed. They have taken

W -3
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MR; NEARY: samples in the bottles and

they were pure red,just like biood and yet, Sir, we

are told, Oh, there is nothing wrong with matacil,

matacil is alright. I heard one of the Open Line hosts
this morning arguing with a lady, saying there is no

proof that matacil will injure your health. Well, there
is no proof that it will not injure your health.either.
Just imagine, Mr. Speaker, the people having to prove

that it will not injure your health. It is up to the
minister and the goverqmegt,and the Minister of Justice
should take criminal action against his colleagues for
going out and squirting this poison around. It is up

ko the minister to prove that it is not dangerous, not

up to the people to prove that it is not going~to harm

the health of their children if they go out in the
countryside. And how will you know? You will not know
for a year or two maybe whether it has injured the healtﬁ
of little innocent children or not. A very, very serious
situagion, and Conair tcould not care less. They are
ripping off the Public Treasury and what do they care?
They have their ‘contract; they are going to mak; their
killing off this and they could not care less. They will
get the 'planes off the ground and the minister says, 'Well,
they Qill not spray if the wind velocity is ovér five to
six miles am hour. Conair says, 'Who céres about the
minister? We will go out and spray anyway.' And we heard
the other day where the air traffic controllers and the
people who know about the velocity of the wind in Géndet
said that they were gpraying over the limit that was laid
down by the minister. And yet there is nothing the minister
can do about it expect go over to the Holiday Inn where he

can hide away from the spray. And, Sir, I say it is a
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MR. NEAR?: scandalous crime and I think
it is time now to call it to a halt before any more damage

is_&one in this Province.

MR. STRACHAN:. . Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: (Collins) The hon. the member for Eagle
River.

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, I hope the Minister
of Forestry in reply to this petition will answer thfee
very basic questions. First of all, yesterday in the House
here the Minister of Health stated quite clearly that the
spray programme was not his programme and therefore he
should nof be questioned on it. I wonder if the minister'
considers that loyalty, loyalty from Cabinet. Cled the
minister tell us when he replies whether it is a Cabiﬂet
decision or anm administration decision or whether it is

his decision alone, because the Minister of Health has
stated it is not his programme and he should not be
questioned about it; it has nothing to do with him.

The Minister of Consumer Affairs and Environment also has
statea previously that it is not his programme either and

in fact has refused to answer questions.

MR. PECKFORD: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order.
MR. PECKFORD: If I am not mistaken, Sir, both

the present speaker and the previous speaker are violating_
one of the Standing Orders of the House and that is
Standing Order No. 97, “"There shall be no debate on a

"

petition, andyobviously, the previous speaker was, and
now the present speaker is getting into the business of
debate as to whether it is a government decision or whether

it is a ministerial decision. He is actually detating the

prayer of the petition and the whole spray programme rather
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MR. PECKFORD: than relegating his tema;ks
‘to Che-prayer of the ;etition.' So therefore I think
that should be considered.
MR. SPEAKER: (Collins) Order, please. In presenting
petitions, those commenting should confine their remarks
to the maﬁerial allegations, to tﬁe ﬁuﬁber of signatures
on the petition and also the statement Sf support given
by the person presenting the petition, but not engage in
other areas related to the petition that might get into
an area of debate.

The hon. the member for
Eagle River.
MR. STRACHAN: Thank you very much, Mr. Sééaker.
Three thousand two ﬁundred people have signed their names
to a petition and they are wondering whether the Minister

of Forestry, since it is his programme and only his

programme, whether he is prepared to reconsider it, whether
he is prepared to change it in view of cﬁe fact that 1t
seems that other people do not want to have anything to do
with 1it. So basically we are asking what the current
situation is with this spray programme, and these 3,200
peopleyobviously, are asking for the same reasons.
I wonder also if the minister could explain in his4answer
here the whole'question of the buffer zone and whether he
could letAus know whether there have been chtanges in the
programme'; whether ‘the one mile buffer zone for Gander,
for instance, will also be applied to o;her areas ;
whether other areas can submit requests to the minister
and have the zones changed, have the whole situation changed,
the watershed area, lakes, water supply areas ., whether

other groups
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Mr. Strachan: other than Gander itself can have this? Esoecially
people on the West Coast who are very concerned since last year. There
was  spraying on the West Coast which had some very bad results,at least
the people could see there were bad results. Whether they could feel the
effects then or whether they have got to wait a nuﬁber of years down the
Tine before they feel the effects at least they could physically see

some very bad results from the.spray programme on the West Coast, and I
am sure they are very concerned and want to know whether the buffer

zones could be changed for the West Coast.

And lastly, the minister probably in these questions,
and obviously the petitioners are worried.aboﬁt it, they are worried very
much about whether the 1imits to.spraying, obviously the limits to spraying
whether the people are, the Conair, or»the group spraying are spraying
in extreme weather conditons'from a point of view of spraying. Obviously
they are spraying in twelve and fifteen mile an hour winds, and the
minister has stated before in the House here' that this is not allowed.
His regulations state five miles an hour is the acceptable 1imit. And
I wonder whether the minister could stand and reassure us that they are
meeting these Timits, and whether the people in Gander or the West
Coast are correét in petitioning that their concern that -these limits
have been exceeded possibly in the buffer zones, and also in the wind

conditions under which they are spraying?

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The hon. the Leader of the Opposition.
MR. W. ROVE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I rise, Sir, to support this petition signed by,
what is it? 3,160, over 3,100‘names of people from a wide variety of
areas‘in Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker, from the Bay of Islands area, Jackson's
Arm, all up around that area. I do not know if Your Honour has ever
tried to gather for any purpose 3,000 names on a petition. I was involved
in some petitions years ago, Sir, and I can tell you it is a massive job’,

a massive job trying to gather these names together, and it indicates

the dedi;ation of the people who are trying to combat the spray programme
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Mﬁ; W. ROWE: as it presently existé, and the interest of the people
themselves to have penned their names to this petition.
' Now, Mr. Speaker, we know who is Tooking after the
interest of the paper cpmpanies. We know that the Minister of Forestry
is looking after the interest of the paper companies. We know who
"is looking after the interest of the government from a PR point of
view, because we only need to turn on the radio and look at the paid
political advertising campaign that is going on, paid for, by.the way,
out of your funds and mine, on ;he radio trying to support‘a programme
which cannot support itself on its own merits. ~Mr. Speaker, the
question I would ask, Who is representing the interests of.the people
of thfs Province?

Two or three weeks ago I directed a question to the
Minister of the Environment; he made it quite clear that he cou]d not
care less about the programme. .
"MR. "HICKMAN: On a point of order.
" MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINs): A poipt of order.
""MR. HICKMAN: Your Honour has already ruled that with respect to
pefitions any hon. gentleman has the right to support the petition
to confine himself or herself to the facts contained therein, but there
shall be no debate. And the hon. the Leader of the Oppos%tidn has had
two minutes of outright debate in absolute violation of that rule.
" "'MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): In petitions, in commenting on material

allegations, the remarks -

" SOME 'HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
""MR. SPEAKER: (DR. COLLINS): Order, please!
" SOME'HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

*'MR.'SPEAKER .(DR. COLLINS): Order, please! Order, please!
"~ SOME "HON. ' MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

""MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! Order, please!

In commenting on the material allegations, remarks of those
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‘Mr. Sééaker (Dr. Collins) supporting the petition should not
stray from the statements in the petition. I understand that the
petition‘being discussed now relates to concerns as to the effect of
the spray, and EOncerning health aspects, and if my memary serves ‘me
correctly,the beneficial effects of the spray. So remarks related
to concern in those areas I would say are quite in order, but they
should not be put forward in an argumentative fashion. I thing
that is what one would h;;éAtbusay.

Thé hon. the Leader of the Opposition.
"MR.H. ROWE: Thank you, Sir.

We know that the government's interest is well protected by

a $100,000 or $200,000 advertising campaign. We know the
paper companies interests are being protected well by our Minister of

Forestry.



June 20,1978 Tape No. 4626 : AH-1
MR,W.ROWE : We know tihiat the Minister of the Environment is
not the least bit concerned and’ is grossly ignorant and lacking in knowledge

of all the facts concerning the programme.

EELPECKFORD: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
SOME HON.MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: - : Order, please! Order, please when a point of order is
being neard. A

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I subnit that the Leader of the
- Opposition is putting forward his support for the pétition presented by
the member for Windsor-Buchans(Mr.Flight) in a very argumentative,
provocative way which violates completely. and categorically-the Standing
Order already referred to, "There shall be no debate on a petitionm,”
That is clear and concise.

" Now I recognize, Mr. Speaker, that the

various elements in the prayer of the petition allow for some flexibility
on this score and 'as’ Your Honour has already ruled therefore there are

a lot of areas here on health and the concern of the people on which an
hon. member can support it.  But he should do so, the hon. member should
do so in asuless a provocative and argumentative way as possible. And I
submit that-saying that the various ministers are lacking in knowledge or
ignorant of this or that in no way corresponds with the ruling that Your
Honour just made. I would submit that the hon. Leader of tl:e Opposition
if he wishes to support a petition must do so, especially a petition of
this sort, in the least provocative way or ocherwisg he is definitely
.breaking the spirit, intent and literal interpretation of that Standing
Order.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, nlease! It will be recognized of
course that it is difficult often to determine when the bounds are overstepped
from mere support to debate. 1 would saf if the actions of ochers:ate
questioned this could be in the area of debate. I would think that the
_hon. Leader of the Opposition should confine his remarks more clearly to

the allegations.
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MR.W.ROWE: Thank you, Sir. I heard yesterday the Minister
of Health wring his hands like Pontius Pilate and say it is not his
programme. The question I would ask is who is looking after the interests
of the people in this Provinqe? For example,does the Minister of the
Environment or has the Minister of the Enviromment even considered this
point? No, Sir, because ne 1is leaving now having spent his five minutes

quota in the House today.

MR. PECKFORD: A point of order.
MR.' SPEAKER: Order, nlease! Before hearing the point of

order I think I have my own remarks in there fiy a very short head. I

was just going to .say the Hon. Leader of the Opposition's time has expired.
. Is there a point of order?

' }R. PECKFORD: There was a point of order, Mr. Speaker, I vas

up on a point of order. My point of order was,simply,comments relating

to the absence or presence of an hon. minister on this side of the House

in no way reflects relevance upon the prayer of the petition presented by

the member for Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Fligat).

MR.W.ROWE: To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! If T may rule on a point

of order because I think the relevance of the point of order has now passed.

I am ruling in regards to the point of order.

R.W.ROWE: May I speak to the point of order, Mr. Speaker.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
*R. SPEAKER: Order, please! When the Chair is making a

ruling it is difficult to complete the ruling unless hon. members will
permit the Chair to state the full case. The point I am putting forward is
that a point of order was brought up in regard to the remark of the lon.
Leader of the Opposition.but the hon. leader's remarks had been terminated,
beqause his time had terminated before the point of order was in actual

fact recognized by the Chair.S50 that the point of order, having heard it
one did not know what the point of order was, it could have been on any

" matter at all, but having heard it my position is that the point of order
has no relevance now as the point in time when tne point of order might nave

had relevance has now passed. I had to hear the point of order because I did
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.

MR, SPEAKE?: not know what it related to,but having heard that it
related t:‘the Hon. Leader's remarks which he had terminated I would say
it.has no relevance.

Hon. member for Port au Port.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this petition aad in
doing so I want to pose a cquple of questions to the minister,who is no
longer in his seat,and to the Minister of Education as well as far as

this spray programme 1is concerned because the restaurant owners and the

hotel owners in Stephenville and
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MR. HODDER: . surrounding areas are very, very
upset at the present time because I do not know what we

are paying Conair to come down here and spray. They have
spotter planes, theyare flying DC - 7's but I would say
that if they éré going to take the chance of contaminating
the-stephenville‘water supply and everything else, that

they should not be living in the Bay St. George Community
College and paying $2.50 a night rent. I think that, at

. least, the hotel owners - and eating at the Bay St. Georxrge

Community College restaurant -

MR. PECKFORD: i A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER{(Collins) : Order, please! A point of order

has come up.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, the question of
whether people who are employed by a company who are to
spray in this Province, the question of whether they are
lodging or living or boarding in Port au Port or in.the
community council residences or on Béll Island -

MR. HODDER: The Community College, the
Department of Education.

MR. PECKFORD: , ~ or the Community College or
wherever, has no relevance whatsoever to the prayer of the

petition and hence is irrelevant.

MR. HODDER: To that point of order, Mr.
Speaker.

MR;-SPEAKER(Céllins): The hon. member for Port au Port.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I think it has a

lot 6f’relevance. These people were hired to come here

and spray.the forest. The chemical, matacil, is being

stored at Stephénville, there were broken containers and
that sort of thing; they are sﬁaying at a government
institution at, I am told, $2.50 per night - not over $5.00 -
but the figure that was told to me by the Restaurant

Association was $2.50 per night. They are eating at the

«
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MR. HODDER: Bay St. George Community
College, directly under the control of the Minister of
Education. The hotel and restaurant owners are upset
but nevertheless, this is part of the spray programme
and I happen to be talking abouﬁ the spray programme.

MR. SPEAKER(Collins): Order, please!

The material allegations in
the petition, I believe, in subétance relate to concern
for theAeffects of the material itself and the means by
which it is being dist:ibuted on the forests. I think,
therefore, that the matters relating to the housing of
crews and similar questions would not be related to the
material allegations. I would ask the hon. member to
direct his remarks to the material allegations themselves
and other matters that might legitimately arise.

The hon. member.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, as I have said
before in the House, we have not proved, there has been
no proof shown that we actually destroy the spruce budworm
or do anything for the forest. These people have been
brought in here at great cost to the‘Province. I would
ask the minister in responding to the petition, if he does,
to tell us how much this particular company is being paid.
Iwould also ask the minister to tell us what fringe benefits
they are getting. I would also ask the Minister of Education,
as I said before, to tell us when he stands up why the Bay

St. George Community College is putting them up at that

price.

CAPT. WINSOR: Mrx. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER(Collins) : The hon. member for Fogo.

CAPT. WINSOR; Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the

petition presented by my colleague, the member for Windsor -
Buchans. I do so, Mr. Speaker, because I have a suspicion

that there are signatures on that petition from parts of
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CAPT. WINSOR: Fogo district, and I am
thinking of the area around Rogers Cove, George's Point,
Gander Bay and in that area.

But, Mr. Speaker, it may be
coincidental but just before I came to the House of
Assembly I had a cali from a lady down at Rogers Cove
and she said, "What are the government trying to do? They
are trying to choke us with dust and now they are going to
pOiSOQNUS with spray." Now, Mr. Speaker, when you get a
call like that you must feel that people are concerned.
This is from an area where most of the people in that one
community derive their livelihood by working in the lumber
woods. So this will indicate, Mr. Speaker, the concern of
the people in that particular area.

They are concerned because they
are afraid of the unknown. They are afraid of what effect
. the spraying of matacil will have’upon their lives and the
lives of their children. This lady went to great length to
explain to me; "Now today! she said, "school is closed
and the children are out and they are up around the lake
fishing and they can see the aircraft coming over spraying
and they are scared." So, Mr. Speaker, I think the

government should take a good hard
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CAPTAIN WINSOR:
look the seriousness of this sp?ay. They may be gone too
far to stop it, but surely they must take into consideration
the concern of parents especially, .and as my hon. colleague
- there mentioned when he supported it, the member for LaPoile
(Mr. Neary), that he has a son going out to the national
park, and he is not the only one. There are many parents
today who are anxious to get their children out in some
park for relaxation and enjoy the outdoor life. But, Sir,
they are now so concerned with this spraying that they are
giving thoughﬁ. to whether they should send their children out
or not. So this is one major concern I should think of the
government.

I certainly support the petitian, Sir, and
I do not know what the governmment can de but certainly they

should take another hard look at the spraying.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Baie Verte - White Bay.
IMRQ RIDEQUT: Mr. Speaker, I rise to say a few words in support

of this petition presented by my colleague from Windsor-Buchans
(Mr, Flight), in behalf of more than 3,000 residents of the
Western and Central part of the Province. I notice that there
are a number of names on the petition from the Baie Verte area
and Jackson's Arm area in the White Bay part of the Province.

Mr. Speaker, those ﬁhree thousand-odd names
must now bring to close to 10,000 of so tte numbers of fellow
Newfoundlanders who are so concerned with the government's spray
programme that they have seen fit to sign their names to one
petition or another, half a dozen or so in the last week or ten
days, and sent to this House in an effort to have the government
reconsider this spraying programme.

Now, Mr, Speaker, that must indicate to thé
Minisger of Forestry and Agriculture. énd to all‘the ministefs, to the

Cabinet, that there is a grave concern, a very great concern among
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MR. RIDEQUT: the residents of this Province about the
spray programme that the government has embarked upon. There
are so many unanswered questions, Mr. Speaker; and there appears
to be no effort,ﬁor'very little effort by the government to provide
the answers that people are looking-for so as to allay the fears
that exist, justifiabl& or not. The fears are there. The peoplé
are concerned and I think the onus 1s.on the government to provide
the people with the information that they are looking for, and the
government to this date just have not donme it. ‘

. Now, Mr. Speaker, the philosophy that was
so adequately expressed here yesterday seems to be the philosophy
behind the spray programme, that:you are going to get it dome
to you or not, whether it is good for your or not we are the
ones who will decide that and you will put up and that geems to
be the attitude.

Now, Mr., Speaker, there is no evidence,

there is absolu:ei& no evidence that has been brought before
this House or brought before the public of this Province, that
this spray programme actually works. If we had some reason
to believe that it was the only alternative, the only way the
government could go was to spray the forfests and that it would
work, that something would come because of it, then maybe we
could take a different attitude and look at this programme
a little differently'thah we have. But we know, Mr. Speaker,
that there are other options. We know that fhere are hund;eds
of unanswered questions,;eiated to the chemiéal being used
in this spray programme, the chemical matacil. We know also
-from experiences in other parts of the Mainland of North
America that the spray programme juét does not work. So,
Mr. Speaker, I think the people of this Province are asking
of their government, and justifiably so, what are we doing it for?

If we do not hope to achieve anything, if the spray programme has
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MR. RIDEOUT: not worked in other parts of Canada and
in other parts of North American, what is so different.
about it down here? What makes us believe, what makes us
really believe that this programme is going to work and do any
good for the forest.

So, Mr. Speaker, there are so many
unanswered questions. I am very concerned as I move
among the people in my own district asking questions about
the spray programme that I just cannot answer. Those
questions have been asked in the House of Assembly and the
Minister of Health, who has sloughed off the programme as not
being his responsibility and other ministers have done the
same, there are just no answers to give those people. So
I think their concerns are justified. Their concerns are so
adequately expressed in the prayer of this petition,
Mr. Speaker, and I have ro hesitatancy in supporting it and
I would hope that the government would ;eriously consider the
alternatives, the options, They have not done that either,
even though there has been no evidence of this programme will
work, even though they have not adequately answered the questions
posed to them, they have not given any serious or given no
evidence that they have given any serious consideration to
.the options to a spray programme.

So, Mr. Speaker, I whole-heartedly support
the prayer of the petition and those petitioners in the Baie
Verte area and Jackson's Arm area of White Bay who signed

ic.
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MR. SPEAKER: (Collins) The hon. the member for
St. George's.

MRS. McISAAC: Mr. Speaker, I rise too in

support of the petitibn. When you see another approximately

3,200 names coming in today on the petition it certainly
makes you stop and think that the Oppositioq are not the
only people who are against the spray or concerned about
the spraf. There is nothing, we have seen no evidence,
as has been said here several times, and 1f there is any
evidence why has it not been produced? We have not seen
any evidence that matacil is harmless. If it is harmless
and the government knows it is harmless,why do they not
produce the pa%er work or the evidence to confirm 1it?

We have people in this Province who are scared to send -
of course, they are not sending their children anywhere;
"they are scared to let téem out through the door now.
They are keeping their doors and their windows closed
because they do not know what 1is going to happen. And
people are scared to death, and it is evidenced by the
number of people who are petitioning, but yet on goes
the spray, and of course, there is no way in the world
that anyone will convince me that tﬁe water supplies are
not going to be contaminated. It was on radio yesterday
- I cannot verify that it was contamination, but I can
certainly verify that I heard on radio yesterday morning
that there were traces of it found in the water in

Gander yesterday.

AN HON. MEMBER: Where did you hear that?

MRS. McISAAC: It was heard on radio. I say
I cannot confirm it, but if there are traces- -found in the
water and nobody knows whether or not it is harmful - and

if it is harmful,well then people are going to drink it.
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MRS. McISAAC: And who would have thought

ten years ago that we were going to have trouble in

Baie Verte and all those other places? That was laughed
at too first when it came out, but until we have proof
and proof positive that matacil.is harmless'we certainly
;hould not be tampering with the lives of human beings:

I will not even mention the wildlife anymore. But I. know
that right in St. George's where fhe spray 1s going to be
conducted there, it is going to cover the watershed area,
the three ponds that feed the Dribble, and that is our
main source of water supply. And there is no reason in
the world for me to think that that is not going to be

contaminated., If it 1is not contaminated =~ well, i1if
matacil ié harmless it is not goi;g to be contaminated,
but there 1is no way invthe world that you can prevent it
from getting into the drinking water at St. Géorge's and
the same right across the Island. And why should this
govérnmeﬁt make any commitment to do something against the
will of that many ﬁeople? And all the petitions are not
in. I am told that there is a petition being circﬁlated

in my area to come in, and I would venture to say that

before this week is out that we will have probably four

'or five more petitions with probably as many names on it

as was presented today. I cannot see for the life of me

why they are so determined to spray this chemical, this.

unknown chemical, this chemical that has not been ;onfirmed
as harmlesé. I cannot see why they are going to spray

it. And if it is harmless then tell us and produce the
evidence that it is harmless and we will sit down and say,
'Go ahead and spray it if it is harmless.' But from all
the evidence that I have it has not been proven harmless,

and it is too late when we have people here in this
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MRS. McISAAC: Province in the same condition
ithac they found people in New Brunswick, affected by the
matacil spray. Then the government is going to have to
answer and maybe it may be too late for the government

then énd much too late for the people. I am not concerned
about the government. If they are foolish enough to do it
without knowfng what they are doing, well then, that is
fine, stand the consequences. But the thing about it

is it is the people that I am concefned about. Wildlife -
what about wildlife? Wildlife is one thing but human life
is something else. And {f we do not get it directly from
the spray we are going to get'it indirectly from eating
wild meat or from drinking the water. And certainly there
are three departments of government that should be more
than interested in it a;d should cettaihly have all the
evidence that they can collect from wherever or whoever
possible before they do it. And if they have doﬁe that

then why not produce 1t? I have not seen it.

(09070
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MRS. MCISAAC: I have not seen the evidence that it is harmless.

I still have a minute. T do not need it, I think- I have said all

that I had to say, except that I am concerned about the St. George's
area. The member for Gander (Mr. H. Collins) went to the Minister

of Agriculture apparently or went to Cabinet or went somewhere and asked
to have his area changed, the boundaries on the area in his district
that was to be sprayed changed, SO why'can we hot all do that? _

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MRS. MCISAAC: Now I am asking right now to have the area

that is going to be sprayed in St. George's changed, because the

spray is going directly into the three Dribble pondé that feed the pritbie,
our water supply. And if the Minister of Health or the member for
wherever he is, Gander, can have his area changed then why can I not

have mine changed. I do not want to see the ponds that feed the St.

George's water supply get contaminated.

MR. F. ROWE: They are trying to poison the Liberals.
"MRS. MCISAAC: My people are not gecond class people any more than
his are -
MR. F. ROWE: They are trying to poison the Liberals.
MRS. MCISAAC: - and I want my area changed.
" "SOME_HON. 'MEMBERS: Hear, hear! .
MRS. MCISAAC: And this is the request right now, wherever the minister

is - he never stays in the House long enough to ask him a question. So
I cannot ask him if he will change the zoning, but I am certainly going

- to find him this afternoon and ask him. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME_ HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): 'Thevhon. the member for Conceptioﬁ Bay
South.

‘MR. J. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition as

submitted in such a forceful,sympathetic, and compassionate manner by
the member for St. George's (Mrs. McIsaac).’

* AN"HON. MEMBER: Windsor-Buchans.
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MR. NOLAN: . - or Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Flight) rather -

AN HON. MEMBER: And supported by St. George's.
) MR; NOLAN: . - and supported by St. George's , of course,

The situation now is one that has caused some wide concerns, Peonle
now are afraid to let their children go out into the woods camping with
the various Guides, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, and so on. It is a situation
now where we have, as anyone will know,throughout this Province many
bodies of water that are utilized, many of them by gravity-feed'

to cut down on the economic costs involved, water supplies for the
areas in this Province. I can whole-heartedly sympathize with ‘the
people in Gander, and I certainly support the fact that the spray has
been moved back from what was the original intention. But as the
member. for St. George's (Mrs. Mclsaac) mentioﬁed, how can you. make
chalk of one and cheese of the other? Surely no one,especially

the people in Gander,would suggest that their children or their family
are more important than,say,the children of the families in Port
Blandford, or in St. George's or anywhere else. So there has to be

a very clear and definite statement of policy on it'and the time is
now in regarding water supplies in the spraying of this Province.

It is nothing to tangle with,

Rightrnow there are hearings going on this very
day, I believe, either in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick regarding
Reye's Syndrome. There are meetings going on this day there. There
is great concern, but what do the people have to do? Apparently
the Leader of the Opposition poses some very pertinent and important
questions as requested by people in this Province, parents and so on;

he is -ignored, laughed at, jeered, -

AN HON._ MEMBER: Put down.

MR: NOLAN: - put down .

MR. 'PECKFORD: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS}: A point of order.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. PECKFORD: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Mk; SPEAKER (DR, COLLINS): " A point of order has come up.



June 20, 1978 ~ Tape 4630 PK - 3

MR. PECKFORD: The hon. the member for Conception Bay South
(Mr. Nolan) is debating; he is debating the issue as to whether the
Leader of the Opposition should be ignored or not when he poses certain
>>>> questions as it relates to the spray programme, and that surely is

totally irrelevant, number one. And numbef two, the hon. member is
debating the issue when he is suppose to be supporting the material
allegations contained in the prayer of the petition.
MR.. NEARY: To that point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS):  The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR;NEARY: This afternoon, Sir, the hon. the member for Green Bay
(Mr. Peckford) has become a constitutional expert.

*'MR. PECKFORD: Thank you very much.

) MR;VNEARY: Mr. Speaker, there is no point of order. My
hon. friend is completely relevant. He is not debating, Sir. It is
a very serious matter thaf involves the health of our peopie. My
hon. friend is merely raising points of order to try to drag out the
time, so time will. run out. He is not interested in the health and
welfare of the people of the Province.

© SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

- MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! In an emotional

issue,one would have to takéithat as being an emotional issue perhaps it is easy to
stray beyond the restrictions or strictions laid down. I would ask

the hon. member if he would confine his remarks to the material

a]}egatidns.

MR;'NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, thank you very much.

I have stood in this House and I have seen some 1éeway'a110wed on various

important issues in the past.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

“'MR._NOLAN: . I did not see people jumping up on points of order.

I am talking about human Tives.

‘'SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
* MR. NOLAN: Is that not important?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh.. oh!

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
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‘ Mké éPEAKEk (DR. COLLINS): Order, please. A point of order.

SOME 'HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
Mh.'FEédehbi A point of order.

The'hon._gentleman is not only questioning your ruling,

Your Honour, but he is also -

'Mh;“NOLAN; No he is nét.
'MﬁZ'PECKFORb:, - starting the debate all over again.
SOME HON: MEMBERS: Oh, oh! ' '
MR.‘NEARY: Cannot the Government House Leader get you under
control? ‘ ' A
"MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS):  Order, please!  The time is limited

in speaking to a petition. I would ask the hon. member if he wishes

to conclue his remarks?

SOME 'HON: MEMBERS: ~ Oh, oh!
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MR. NOLAN: } Mr. Speaker, agaih I attempt
to appeal to all sensible, rational people who are in A
this Legislative Assembly or without to do anything
possible to stop this spraying programme. It is not
enbugh to .experiment on the lives of peopie in this
Province, particularly young children or anybody else.
Thirty-one hundred people are not to be sneezed at, and
if it were only five it would be equally grave. This
situation is one that needs the immediate attention of
everyone who is even casually concerned about this
situation. '

I am sorry to say, and I
hope'I am wrong, that by the time we find out.just exactly
what the effect of this matacil spray will be, it may
very well be too late. But there is no forgiveness for
those who have remained silent on this particular issue
and the Hansards of this House will prove it. Why is it
that members opposite are not standing up to sﬁpport thi;

petition? How can they sit there like Legislative lumps?

MR. SPEAKER(Collins): Order:. Order, please!
MR. NOLAN: I support the petition.
MR. SPEAKER(Collins): The hon. member for Trinity -

Bay de Verde.
MR. F.B.ROWE: , Mr. Speaker, I should like to
speak in support of the petition presented by my friend
and colleague from Windsor - Buchans, Sir, on this' spray
programme. v

Sir, I would like to raise a
number of questions to the - to whom? Which minister?
The Minister of Environment is not here, Sir. The Minister
of Forestry is not here, and ‘the Minister of Health is not
here. Sir, there is nobody over there. The Premier is not
here so there is nobody here, Sir, to really aédress the
questions éo. So I wogld assume that the hon. House Leader

on the government side will take note of the gquestions.
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MR. NEARY: The Premier has given up.
MR. SIMMONS: If you shout loud enough he

will hear you, He is down on MacDonald Drive.

MR. F.B.ROWE: : Probably so, Mr. Speaker,
MR. NEARY: Hanging on to a light pole.
SOME HON. .MEMBERS: ' Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER(Collins): Order, please!

MR. F.B.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, there is a

curious thing which happened with respect to this spray
programme. One, we weré trying to find out what the policy
was, and that ﬁas pratically impossible éxcept we knew that
the government was going to spray with matacil. Then when
the policy started to be implemented, we found that there
were little changes occurring'here and there.

The government is obviously
yielding to political pressure from onhe specific area in
the case of Gander.
MR. STRACHAN: To save the Minister of Health.
MR, F.B.ROWE: . As a result, presumably, to
save the Minister of Health's political hide.

Now, Sir, the go&ernment either
has a policy or it does not have a policy. It sticks to a
policy or it does not stick to a policy. We had trouble
identifying the policy. And now, Sir, that we have identified
the policy of indiscriminate spraying - that is the only way
you can call it - we f£ind out that the government has decided
to change it here and there to accormodate certain districts.

Now, Sir, I suggest - this may
sound fooiish, but just to make the point - that if the
government are not prepared to poison a P.C. districts,they
might give some consideration to not poisoning some Liberal
districts in this particular spray programme.

Sir, I submit that the problem
with this whole spray policy was this, that this administration

decided before it got the information.and the research and the
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MR, F.B.ROWE: . ' . data to contract an aircraft
compaﬁy to do the spraying and they bought the.chemi;al
‘matacil. Now theywere locked into -those agreements and
"there was no way the government could gét out of them,

I have yet to hear, Sir, whether or not tender calls were
put for the various aircraft companies for the purposes of
spraying.

Sir, the ;urious thing 'is that
it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that all of-the_information,
it all related to the spray programme, the effect that this
chemical might or might not have on water, on insects, on
the forest itself, came after, but not during, the time
when we were presenting petitions and asking questions about
it .and debating it. Sir, it came from and through a
government sponsored advertising programme on T.V. and

radio .and presumably in the newspapers,
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MR.F.ROWE: paid for, Sir, out of the taxpayers pockets.

‘Now, Sir, I would submit ch;t if the government had in fact the information,
that the information pertaining to this spray programme could have been
brought to the attention of the people of this Province EhrOugh the press
via the House of Assembly, if the various ministers informed had saw fit

' to- answer tne questions that were put to them during Oral Question Period
and during the presentation of the petitions . But no, Sir, they would not

answer the questions and now they have the spray programme going in -

AN HON MCMBER: No notice.
MR, F.ROWE : - no notice,Sir. What happened to the twenty-

four hours notice that was suppose to be given? I have not neard anything
about that. But, Sir, tﬁe sadness of it is this, the government refused
to anstrer questions and have now embarked on an expensive advertising
campaign to sell the spray programme and, Sir, I will predict that the

egg mass count will go down from tiiis year to next year. And you know
someching, Sir, this hon. crowd over there will try to take credit for

it through the spray programme, I will téll you now, Sir, that the egg
mass count of the spruce vudworm is goingitéd go down naturally anyway
through normal predators. It has already started, Sir, and we will hear
the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture, the Minister of Health and the
minister of what have you getting up and talking about the great success
of the spray programme and that the egg mass count has eone down.

Sir, if it goes down it will be by nature's course and if it does ﬁot g0
dovm, Sir, I will submit it is because of the fact that the spray has
killed off the natural predators of the spruce budworm and that in fact
could increase the egg mass.count. So, Sir, I give my wholehearted support

to this particular petion.

. MR. SPEAKER: ' Hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.
tR. SIIGMONS: Mr. Speaker, I want to rise in support of

the petition from 3,100 people from various parts of the Province = Corner
Brook, Pasadena , Stephenville, Beroit's Cove, Lark Harbour, York Harbour,

Silverdaie, Langdon's Cove, Springdale, Little Bay, Kings Point, Baie Verte
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MR, STBIONS: LaScie, all over the Province, the Western and
Central part of the Province, dozens of communities, a good cross section.
And put together with the signatories on the other pétitions we had,it
represents a very sizable consensus on the part of the people who are
directly concerned aboot and affected by this budworm spray. And why

the government is not listening I do no know. How large a sledge hammer,
Hr, Speaker, do they need ? How large a sledge hammer do you have to
whack them with before tey get the message? Now I suppose half the problem
is that the minister concerned is not here.and he was not here yesterday.
.The Minister of Health says it is not his probiem, the Minister of the
Environment suggests that it is not his problem.

IR, SPEAKER: Order, please! Again so as not to encroach on
the order of the House,I should remind the hon. member that comments
should be confinded to the statements made by the petitioner or
petitioners, those involved in the petitions and the allegations arising
out of the petition rather tlan the conduct of hon. members or hon.
ministers or other aspects of the question.

The hon. member.

MR, SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, nobody is talking about the conduct
‘of any of the ministers; that is not parliaﬁencary to talk about their
conduct. Now the fact is, Mr. Speaker, if I am going to address myself
to the moratorium which this calls for, if I cannot refer to the.
minister, Mr. Speaker, I quit here. And 1f the member for Grand Falls
(Mr.Lundrigan) is going to yap today let him do it from his plaee, Mr.

Speaker$ enforce the rules on both sides of the House.

SO HOW MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR, SIMMONS: Now, Mr. Speaker, a few tords about the petition.
MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please! Interjections will not help

the presentation of the petition so I would encourage hon. members to
give the hon. member speaking his due silence.

MR, SIMMON: Mr. Speaker, I have a letter here from a person

who is concerned about the issue. I checked to make sure that his name was
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MR, SIMMONS: on the petition and sure enough it is there so
I guess this 1is in order. He says to me in part,'I am sorry to hear
It‘nat the debate on this controversial issue was stopped yesterday"-
he is referring to that infamous day when the sometimes member for St.
John's East (Mr.Marshall) moved his infamous motion, and he wrote me
on the subject. He sent me a number of questions, Mr. Speaaker, and

I would like to raise them for the House, He nas
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MR. SIMMONS? will the spray destroy the natural
predators? He says, 'May we ignore the warnings on the matacil
containers coﬁcerning by-stander danger from the spray mixture
since the need for buffer zones in only psychological.” Is it true
thet the company who tested matacil for registration on behalf of
manufactures is under investigation by the United States Government

‘with a view to prosecution?h

MR. S. NEARY: That is right.
]
MR. STMMONS: "Is it truejhe says)'that the companyi—
\

Sorry, the next one. "Do our geographical and topographical features differ
so much from those in New Brunswick that we cannot accept their

experience of addiction will not apply here?” ‘He asks|Is it reasonable

for us to disregard thé reasons why Nova Scotia and B.C. have

decided against spraying?"

MR. W.N. ROWE: Good question.
MR. SIMMONS3 Then he says, Mr. Speaker, he names one

of the members of the House who is his member. H"says, "Will Mr. Peckford

invite his colleagues' children for a camping holiday in his buffer zone?"

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SIMMONS: Now, Mr. Speaker, if the member for Green

Bay (Mr. Peckford) had been le”sushbusy with points of order today and

had raised his questions because they were really sent to him with a

copy to me,but he did not ask those questions, Mr. Speaker. He did

not ask them. Now, Mr. Speaker -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR. PECKFORD: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. .

MR. PECKFORD: Now, Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to

debate the spray programme or any other issue.that government is

involved in in this Proviuce.

MR. SIMMONS: No,you are not.

AN HON. MEMBER: Chicken'
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MR. PECKFORD: l 1 understood; and 1 héVe been up on my feet on several
_occasi;n; already-;his afternoon as it relates to relevancy and to

debate on the support of petitions as is the wont of all hon.

members when one sees thaf aAﬁumbet of rules of the House are being

broken. Now I cannot stand by and watch the hon., member for Burgeo -

Bay d' Espoir get into,obviously,debate on the whole question of the
spray programme and then to question why I did not raise these

questions that this hon. person who wrote the letter and sent a

copy to the hon. member,that I have not raised them.

MR. SIMMONS: Aha!

MR. PECKFORD: Now this 1s debate on the petition which

has nothing particularly to do with the petition,and to raise letters
that were written to me with coples sent to the hon. member for Burgeo -
Bay d' Espoir in a way to support & petition presented by the member

for Windsor ~ Buchans (Mr. Flight) in my view is not in order. Now

if the hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir wants to bring in a
resolution in this House, wants to debate with me outséde the House

at some public gathering,l will only be too happy: to do so.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. PECKFORD: But as far as doing it here under

the guise of a petition presented by another hon. member ,I think 1is
unfair and completely out of order.
MR. SPEAKER: (Collins) Order, please!

My understanding is that the hon. member
raised a number of questions that related to the effect of the spray
and'go on which clearly,I think,would be in order but it would be out

of order.then to expand that into enlarging,using that t0 enter onto an area

of debate in regard to another member's actions.

MR. SIMMONS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The member for Green Bay

served his purpose, served his purpose very well but I still have a few
seconds left, Mr. Speaker, The letter writer goes on to say to me
and to the member for @reen Bav. that this is not a political

matter but one of survival, Mr. Speaker., The issue we are talking
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MR. SI¥MONS: about is one of surviwal. Now I

am not'éoncerned about the letter to: the minisca;.ﬂewill respond
to this one like he does to other letters, Mr. Speaker, with his

usual poison pen fashion but that is not the issue right now,

Mr. Speaker, The issue instead, Mr. Speaker, -

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. PECKFORD: A point of order.

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order has come up.

MR. PECKFORD: The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d'

Espoir is again referring to me as one hon. member relating to the
kind of letters that I write to individuals around this Province.

And I say that the kind of letters that I write to individuals

number onejthere is no relevanceyand number twoyit is a debatable

" around this Province has no relevance at all to the material allegations

- contained in the petition presented by the member for Windsor - Buchans)

and argumentative issue and on both counts the hon. member for Burgeo -

Bay d' Espoir once again for about the one thousand and one hyndredth time

in this session has been out of order.
vﬁﬁ: LUNBRiGAN: Three today,five yesterday.
MR. SPEAKER: : Order, please!
As hon. members are aware,I was
coming into the Chair and the hon. member for St. John's South
(Dr. Collins) was going out at the time, so if hon. members
will excuse me it was very difficult for me to have followed the
point so ;f we can leave it there, if not I will review the Hansards

and make a decision later om.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I would like for you

to review the Hansards,The point at issue here is that the hon. member

for Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir was casting -

AN HON. MEMBER: .Aspersion.
MR. PECKFORD: - aspersion on me as it relates

to letters that I write to individuals around this Province and in

so doing was being irrelevant to the material allegations contained
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MR. PECKFORD: in the petition that is now under
discussion presented by the member for Windsor - Buchans,number one;
and number twoyin so doing he was in the area of debate which is

also
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MR. PECKFORD: disallowed under the
Standing Orders, and therefore I would ask Your Honour
to review the tapes in due course and to make a ruling

as it relates to this point of order.
HMR. SIMMONS: ' Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
MR. SINMMONS: To the point of order, the

member for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford) has finally succeeded
in stating it in terms that the Speaker of the House can
understand. What I did, Mr. Speaker - and I think this

is permissible - the letter I have in front of me is
addressed to me: '"Dear Roger," signed by a first name,

a good friend of mine, a constituent of the member but

a good friend of mine, a.lot in that category down there,

Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS; Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: . Qrder, please!

MR. PECKFORD: (Inaudible) the back door.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I would not dare

come to the front door because I would not find the member
at the front dq?r.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! I must ask the
hon. gentleman not to interrupt when someone else 1is
speaking.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I did make a brief
reference to-a letter I had from one of the signatories

of the petition presented here today and to which I am
speaking. I read a number of questions and in passing,
Mr. Speaker, I submit purely in passing, because anything
more thén a paséing reference to the member for Green Bay
would be completely unjustified and a waste of words,

in passing, Mr. Speaker, I made a reference to the fact

that the member also got a copy of this same letter and
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MR. SIMMONS: _ in passing only, Mr. Speaker,

in about ten words, I intimated that T fully expected he
would reply to this letter as he had other letters in the
past, and the House is well aware of his record on that
‘point, Mr. Speaker. I submit mf reference was purely in
passing. I submit also that the member has achieved his
purpose, I think he has risen on nine points of order today
so far since this petition came up, and let the records show
that he is deliberately delaying, using the tactic of points
of order, Mr. Speaker, to obfuscate and delay the Pusiness‘
of the House. And this is most unfortunate.

What we are talking about here,
as my letter writer says, Mr. Speaker, is a matter of human
survival, and it is that issue I want to address myself to
if I could be given a moment to do so, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! On the point of
,order, I have the arguments of both hon. gentlémen. I will
review Hansard when it is available and give a decision at
that time. I do understand that the hon. gentleman's time

is up.
MR. SIMMONS: If I could just have a few words,

Mr. Speaker, to clue up -

MR. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member have leave?
SOME- HOM. MEMBERS: No, no!
MR. SIMMONS: - a sentence or two to quote further from this

letter to the member for Green Bay which I fully expect he

will answer in his usual poisonous fashion.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!

I understand the hon. gentleman does not have leave.

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order.
SOME HON. HMEMBERS: Oh, oh!
HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! On that point of

order, I have lheard argument from both hon. members.
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MR. SPEAKER: I will see the Hansard when
it is available and give a decision at that time.

The hon. the member for Bellevue.
MR. CALLAN: Hr. Speaker, I rise to support
the petition, a petition of 3,100 petitioners in the
Baie Verte - Jackson's Arm area of this Province, who
are protesting the spruce budworm spraying programme
presently in progress, I suppose is as good a word as
any, by~this government and in particular, of course,
the Department of Forestry and Agriculture.

Mr. Speaker, I was not here
when the petition was. presented; however, I did go to
the table and read down through the prayer of the petition.
It was in the form of a resolution somewhat. It read;
'Whereas' and 'We the;efore protest'.

" Mr. Speaker, in supporting this
petigion, I want . to say first of all that what the peoplé
here are protesting more than anythiné else, I believe,
is the fact that the spray programme is being carried om
in close proximity to communities and towns where people
live and also in close proximity to water supplies,
watersheds and so on, Gander Lake. The Appleton - Glenwood
area was mentioned yesterday as examples of that.

Mr. Speaket, other speakers
and the statistics show that the egg mass count is down.
The little budworms have not been laying this year as they
should have been because of the cold weather, ghe weather
which is unsuitable for us but very suitable as far as
destroying the budworm infest;tion. I do not know why,
Mr. Speaker, in view of these things and other fact; that

we have heard from other provinces - the fact that the egg
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MR. CALLAN: mass count is down in other
provinces as well where they have not carried on any
spraying whatsoever - why the government are intent on

carrying out the spray programme in spite of
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MR. CALLAN: all th;'information that has Seen presented
and much of it scientific information that has been presented.
MR. W. ROWE: He has come up against Maynard.

MR. CALLAN: It is a good question. Why is the govermment
so intent on carrying out this spray programme, espeé¢ially with
a chemical,matacil,which we have heard from authoritigs has

not been tested adequately and leaves them a number of questions.
;n the minds of the people who are being affected in one way or
the other by this spra§ programe.

A former speaker this afternoon, Mr. Speaker,
asked a question, Why 1is it. that the employees of Conair, who
have a lucrative contract with this government to carry out the
spray programme, why is it that they are being housed in the
Bay 'St. George Community College when hotel operators and others
are protesting this fact? This is a question 1 think that needs
an answer. Why?

Mr., Speaker, we have heard of some of the
actions of this government being questioned and being televised
and so on. We have seen it on the national news, we have
seen it in local news, and I think, Mr. Speaker, we have now
hit a new low when the actions of a government is Aescribed
in the weather forecast, I think we are hitting a new low and
this 1is whefe we get the forecast for the spraying programme.

I was watching it last night on the news. It was part of the
weather forecast, the forecast of what spraying would be carried
on today, weather permitting and where.

Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that the
egg mass count is down and therefore there is not nearly the
danger as we thought there might be a month or more ago, in view
of the fact that the egg mass count is down, why does not the
government get cracking and put a stop to'this crazy scheme, which

of course has been demonstrated by hundreds, thousands of people in
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MR. CALLAN: this Province through petitions presented
in this House and many thousands that we have not heard from
and perhaps will never hear from, but who are anxious and

who are concerned that damage‘will.be done, if not this

year, perhaps two, three, four, five years down the road.

Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer of this

petition.
" MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra Nova. "
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I want to say a few words

ih support of the petition presented by my hon, friend and
colleague, the member for Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Flight).
Mr. Speaker, it is indeed peculiar and strange that a government
would embark upon such a mad and crazy programme when it is
a well known fact that spraying to control the spruce budworm
is an ineffective measure, being demonstrated in several provinces
in Canada and in the United States, that insecticide spraying
is ineffective in controlling the spruce budworm. And yet
in view of that the government is still pursuing this'mad
and crazy course,

Mr. Speaker, it becomes much more peculiar
when one realizes that in view of the large nuqber of acreage
of our forest that is infested by this spruce bﬁdworm, the large
acreage that is infested, comparing that with the little
bit of spraying that we are doing, this small acreage that
we are abou£ to s?ray and knowing that it is ineffective
makes this a compietely crazy and mad programme and why the
government 1s pursuing this course against the wishes of the

people, Mr. Speaker, is certainly strange to
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MR. LUSH:

‘ understand knowing, Mr. Speaker, that the only effective
control is forest management. .

Mr. Speaker, another offensive
thing about the spray programme is the fact that the money
used for the spray prograﬁme is taken from forest management;
actually, the amount of increase for spraying this year is
equal to the decrease in forest management from last year.
The two figures ére just about equal. The two figures,

- Mr. Speaker, are just about equal. That is the amount of
increase for spraying this year and the amount' by which the
budget decreased last year, these two figures are just
about equal.

MR. SIMMONS: He is not listening, he is
looking out for the buck. Looking out for the buck, eh?
MR. LUSH: That is right. The government
should take a lesson from the Government of Nova Scotia,
pursue the course of action taken by that government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

- MR. LUSH: That government realized thét
spraying was a futile programme, it was useless in
controlling the spruce budworm and ﬁhey have acted very
wisely, and I only wish that this government would act like-
wise. But not so, Mr. Speaker. .

In finishing up my few remarks, '
Mr. Speaker, I want to implore upon the minister, since
this petition ‘protests against spraying in residential
areas and around watershed areas,.since the petition directs
itself to that, since the petition addresses itself to these
two things, I would hope that the minister would also heed
the wishes of the people of Port Blandford. Actually, the
first petition that was presented in this House of Assembly
objecting tg the spray programme because it was coming too
close to the community, becausé it was too close to the water-

shed area.
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MR. LUSH: " Now, the minister has
accommodated one group, of people apparently. The minister
has accommodated the people from Gander and I certainly
hope that the minister will accommodate the people from
Port Blandford and all .other people in the Province who-
have protested on‘the grounds that the spray is coming too

close to their communities and too close to watershed

areas.
. 4
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. LUSH: I would hope that the minister

is not going to make chalk of one group of people and cheese
of another group of beople.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH: So I would implofe upon the

minister to treat all people in this Province equally.
And hopefully, when he rises in his place to speak this
afternoon, he will tell us that the government have

decided not to spray.

MR. SIMMONS: Who? Who is that? Who?
- MR. LUSH: . This is the Minister of Forestry

and Agriculture.

MR. SIMMONS: He is going to need a couple of
fellows to-hold him up.

MR. LUSH: So when the minister rises in
his place to talk to this petition this afternoon, to
respond to the 'wishes of the people - 3,000 was it? - 3,000
people from the West coast, when the minister rises to
respond to the wishes of these people - certainly he is .

‘ going to respond to that, 3,000 people - that the hon.
minister will tell the House of Assembly that he intends to
give the same treatment to the pebple of Port Blandford and
the people of other areas in this Province that he accorded
the people of Gander, that he is going to accommodate these
people and not spray within residential areas or too close

to watersheds. With that, Mr. Speaker, I will clue up my
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MR. LUSH: remarks.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. WHITE: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Before recognizing the hon.

member for Lewisporte, I would like to welcome to the

House of Assembly on behalf of all hon. members, a

number of visitors this afternocon. Hon. George Doucette,
Speaker of the Nova Scotia Legislature accompanied by his
wife; also in the Speaker's Gallery,Sir Robin Vanderfelt

who is the Secretary General of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association and Mr. Ozzie Fraser,a member of the Legislative
Assembly of Nova Scotia. I know all hon. members join me

in welcoming Mr. Speaker Doucette, Sir Robin Vanderfelt

and Mrs. Doucette and Mr. Fraser to the House of Assembly.’

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Lewisporte.
MR. WHITE: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support

the petition that was presented here in the House today and
signed by 3,100 people. I suppose the total - I do not know
if anyone has totalled up the number of names that have been
signed to petitions that have come before the House on this
matter this year. I suppose it is probably the greatest
number of names of people in Newfoundland protesting any

one singular act of government this year.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: With the exception of electricity.
MR. WHITE: : With the exception - of course,

my hon. colleagues remind me, with the exception of electricity.
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MR, WHITE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that
I drove in today from Lewisporte into St. John's and I am
happy to say th#t I got here but I did keep my windows

closed all the way in because I did not know, contrary to

the government's -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. WHITE: ) .That is the ttu;h.' I kept my windows
closed coming in because I did not know if the spray was
going to come over and come down into the car, Mr. Speaker.
That is how concerned I am about the matter and I was
worried about it to that extent. And hon. gentlemen opposite,
who sit in their fancy offices in St. John's, should also
be concerned about it.

Mr. Speaker, I have been listening
to the radio and television trying to hear the advance
notices of spray programmes to be given by the government
and I am not hearing them with any consistency at all. What
I am hearing, Mr. Speaker, are ads on the media that I have
never heard the like of in my life before. One ad even
"said that a survey was done showing that eighty per cent
of the stories in newspapers relating to the spray programmes
were false. Eighty per cent of the stories in newspapers
were false. Now this is government propoganda, Mr. Speaker,
that concerns me very, very much.

I would also like to say, Mr. Speaker, that
four communities in my district are having their water sources
directly affected by the spray programme and that concerns me
very greatly.  People in those areas that I visited this weekend

it was the major single topic of conversation, Mr. Speaker, the
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MR. WHITE: spray programme, even greater than the
dust and goodness knows if there was not enough comment
" about the dust.

Mr. Speaker, I noticed in McLean's
Magazine a couple of days ago that they were wondering about,
and qﬁestioning the validity of the Newfoundland Govermment
makiné a decisfon to spray the forests of Newfoundland when
the egg mass count in this Province was down forty-seven
per cent last year, minus forty-seven per cent in this Province
last year the egg mass count was,yet in New Brunswick where
they sprayed and have been spraying for many, many years, the
egg maés count was up by thirty per cent.

So, Mr. Speaker, there is a total lack of
sense in respect of this matter. I do not know what we have
to.do to get the government to back down. I suppose the last
?esorc is some kind of a civil disobedience or something like
that and T hate to see it come to that in this Province but
I suppose if we have to press an issue and press it strongly
we will have to do something like that.

Mr, Speaker, I support the petition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS: Somebody is getting a rip off.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Fortune - Hermitage.
MR. J, WINSOR: Mr, Speaker, I rise to support the petition

‘so ably presented by my colleague from Windsor-Buchans on gehalf
of 3,100 people. The signatures are 3;100 but it is on beﬁalf
of a lot more people than that. All of Newfoundland apparently
is up in arms over the spray programme but apparently government
does not want to listen to it with their usual semantics and
rhetoric fired at us because we are opposing‘it in support of our
people.

I think the story must be ;his;‘they bought a

lot of matacil and they did not know what to do with it after the
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MR. J. WINSOR: complaints started coming in. The only
thing to do was spray it over Newfouﬁdland. I hope the kick
back this time goes to the government and not the peoplle,
because certainly enough evidence has been produced to
indicate that there is a great deal of danger in the spraying.
. There is some spraying being done in the
area of the districts represented by ﬁy colleague from
. Burgeo -~ Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) and mine. There is
spraying going on in Conne River and the only part of the
district will be sprayed, there is no name on it, but people
know it is there so they are going to.spray it now and make
sure they do not get in there. 'Because they will not want to
be. And some of the best fishing grounds in the country is
in that area, as you know, and I certainly would be remiss
if 1 did not staﬂd-on my feet and support the stand that we
have taken against the spray.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

NOTICES OF MOTION:

MR. SPEAKER: The honi. Minister of Consumer Affairs and the
énvironmen:.
MR. MURPHY: Mr., Speaker, on behalf of my colleague, the

Minister of Social Services, I give notice that I will on tomorrow
ask leave to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Social
Assistance Act, 1977."

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
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MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The hon. the Minister of Transportation

and Communications.

MR; DOODY: . Mr. Speaker; this is the answer to Question No.

106 asked by the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) directed to the Minister
of Transportation and Communications on the Order Paper of June 7, 1978,
and if deals with the purchase of two Canso or PBY water bombers to

be added to the Province's existing air fleet. There are only a

few notes here, Sir, so if I may I would like to read part of it

here and Table the rest.

* SOME"HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. DOODY: The Air Services Division was asked subsequent

to the 1977-1978 Budget estimates,or during that periodyrather,since
they had had the necessary technical expertise to supply an estimate
on the cost of the puréhase of two additional water bombers for the
Newfoundland Forest Service Air Fleet. The estimate at that time
of the cost of purchasing of converting to water bomber configuration
and the renovations of each aircraft to precise specifications to
ensure compatibility with the existing water bomber fleet, the total

would be in the vicinity of $900,000.

‘MR._ NEARY: No, $780,000.

MR. DOODY: This then was the figure used by Forestry and Agriculture

in preparino its estimate at that time.

MR. NEARY: . No, it was not!
MR. “SPEAKER: Order, please!  Order!
“"MR. DOQODY: . Following approval of the Provincial

Government and the Management Committee of the Corestry Subsidary
Agreement to have the cost of the purchase of the aircraft, cost-shared
under the DREE Forestry Subsidary Agreement, Forestry and Agriculture
submitted the request to the Government Purchasing Agency to tender
the supply of the two water bombefs. Tenders were advertised in five
Tocal and two Mainland papers. .

MR;.NEARY: A11 pre-arranged.

MR DOODY: The closing date of the tender was July 28, 1977.

A public tender opening was held on July 29, 1977.
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MR. NEARY: Who was in attendance?
MR. DOODY: Only one tender was received, and that was

Field Aviation of Toronto.

SOME " HON. MEMBERS: Surprise!  Surprise!

MR..DOODY: And they placed a bid in the amount of $1,003,000,
~MR._SIMMONS: How about the secret share Tist now?

MR. DOODY: . The fact that Field Aviation was the only

bidder was not surprising, since this company was fully aware of the
standards required by the Province -

" SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

'MR. DOQDY: - and in fact it was the-only firm in Canada able to
undertake conversion to water bomber capability. I understand that
Field Aviation has indeed got the patent in Canada for the conversion

process. .

MR: NEARY: $190,000 (Inaudible) $190,000.
'MR. D00DY: Do you mind? I will just fill in between the hon.

member's comments, Sir -

'WR._SPEAKER: Order, please!
‘MR. NEARY: You paid (inaudible) have it there.
" MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. '
MR. DOODY: - at the pleasure of the House.
 MR; SPEAkER: I must require the hon. gentleman please to obey

the requirement of the Chair that the hon. gentleman speak without

interruption.
"Mﬁ!'bOObY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
'MR._NEARY: $110,000.
MR. DINN: I.am ashamed of him.
'jMRi DOODY: Since the amount of the tender had exceeded

budget estimates, and in view of the fact that it would take several months

to obtain both Provincial and Federal approval for additional funds,
it was decided then that the following action wou]dvbe taken; one,
the purchase,conversion, refurbishing of one Canso as specified in
the tender call; two, the purchase and conversion to water bombing
only of the additional Canso as per Items 13 and 14 of the tender

.specifications. I will not read them, so they are attached. Thank you.
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MR. NEARY: Do- you want to read my file there, too?

MR. DOQDY: This MUCN,. Sir, one and two above to be

funded from the 1977-1978 budget allocation which I mentioned a minute

ago; and three, Sir, to obtain an option from Field Aviation for

the refurbishing of the second Canso, and a contract for the remaining

amount of funds to be confirmed in the fiscal year 1978-1979. This
would permit the extra time to obtain Provincial and Federal approval

to have the extra funds cqvered under the DREE Subsidary Agreement.

Both the Provincial Government and Field Aviation were in agreement

on these items. ‘ .

One of the Canso bombers has been received by

‘ the Department of Forestry and Agriculture. As for the terms of the

agreement, and I have been informed that it is in serviceable condition,
‘indeed, Sir, it is in active condition. I visited the hangar on Saturday

and thetp1ane was there. It had been used, and it has been used for

water bomber service.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible).

MR. DOODY: It has been operational, and is operational, and it is
"a welcomed addition to the forest protection fleet.

The Bepartment of Forestry and Agriculture has been
authorized by a Minute-in-Counci1; datediMarch 16, 1978 to proceed with
the coﬁp]etion of the remaining contract to refurbish the second Canso.
MR. NERRY: How much?

MR. DOODY: It is expected - it is all here,Ui11 you just

get a grip on yourself for a minute?

MR. NEARY: No, but -
MR. DOODY: Would the hon. member just relax.
© MR._NEARY: - when will it be tabled?
MR. DOODY: In a few moments. Just peace and benedictibn,

brother. A1l things will come to those who show a little patience, even

you.
SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. DOODY: I think the hon. member is relaxed, Your Honour, With

your permission we will proceed with this answer to the question.
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is.

MR. J. CARTER:
MR. LUNDRIGAN:

MR. DOODY:
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He is all up tight today whatever the trouble
No tranquillizers. -

He is certainly up tight.

I attach, Sir, for the information of the House

and members the public notice,

4
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MR. DOODY: invitation to tender over
the signature of E. E. Rowe, the Director of Purchases,
Government Purchasing Agency. The report of the public
tender opening with the signature of those people who
were present, the Government Purchasing Authority
officials, the Department of Tramsportation and
. Communications representative, Mr. D. B. Simmons, and
Mr. E. P. Piercey of Air Services and a representative
of Field Aviation. I also attach copies of the tenders
received from Field Aviation and a copy of the specifications
from the Department of Forestry and Agriculture which were
sent to the Government Purchasing Agency signed-by the
Deputy Minister of Forestry and Agriculture and copy of
correspondence from the Deputy Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture to'the Secretary of Treasury Board covering
the funding of the aireraft and copy of the specifications
for the refurbishing and conversion of the aircraft.
I have no hesitation in tabling these documents, i{r.Speaker,
as I have checked thoroughly with the officials of Forestry
and Agriculture, with Inter-governmental Affairs, with
Transportation and Communications, with Treasury Board and
with the senior officials of all those government departments
who vere involved together with the Joint Management Committee
under the DREE subsidiary agreement, and they have all
assured me that the proceedings were entirely proéer and
cotr;ct in every detail.

I might say that the members of
the Management Committee of the subsidiary agreement,
joint federal/provincial also acted as the tender board
and these people were Mf. J. A.-Brennan, who I think is the
Assistant Deputy Minister of Forestry and Agriculture,

Mr. A. M. Davis of the federal Department of Regional



June 20, 1978 Tape 4639 EC - 2°

MR. DOODY: Economic Expansion,

Mr.. John Fitzgerald, the Assistant Director of
Inter-governmental Affairs, Dr. W. J. Carroll of the
federal Forestry Service, Mr. Roy Forward, Secretary

of the Committee and also an official of the Department
of Forestry and Agriculcure. The board also consulted
with other officials of technical knowledge of the
proposed contract, namely, Mr. Lloyd Leland, Chief
Inspector of the Air Services Division, Mr. E. P, Piercey,
Director of Air Services, Mr. J. A. Doyle, Director of
Forest Protection.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) ©of the aircraft (inaudible)-

MR. DOODY:. . Mr. Speaker, is it necessary

to have me harassed? I am trying to provide the House

with information that was asked. Now 1f the House does

not want thé information I will not bother. Again, there
are a couple of other questions on the Order Paper which

I would be only too happy to provide, but the hon.

members are so impatient, Your Honour, they -are so
bloodthirsty, they are vicious, cruel. I think it is

gone past theilr feeding time. It is time to slop the hogs,

Your Honour.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Did not have his Pablum this
morning.
MR. DOODY: . Now where was I? I was working

on the expertise and knowledge of the various officials

who advised us on this very correct and proper procedure.
The recommendations were made

to the Director of the Government Purchasing Agency through

the Deputy Minister of Forestry and Agriculture and the

decision was and the advice was to award the contract to
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MR. DOODY: Field Aviation in the manner

outlined. This has been done, and I have absolutely no

hes%tation in accepting the advice and the information of
the people involved and I tabled all of the relevant
documents for the informationm of the House. .

Now there were some other
points raised on that particular question of the water

bomber. One of them was that the 'plane was a bucket of

‘bolts and it was unfit for service and so on. I have

already mentioned the fact that that is not so. The

"plane is very serviceable. It is indeed on duty, in

use, and I think some hon. members opposite took advantage
of the opportunity to visit the hangar to look at the

aircraft and they -

4MR. NEARY: And saw the o0il leaks.
MR. DOODY: Yes. That 1is not at all

unusual.Il understand, for aircraft of the vintage

to have oil leaks. I would not want to have the hon.
member in that aircraft either, Sir. It is a far too
valuable piece of government equipment to trust it in

the hands of the hon. member.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible)
MR. DOODY: : Anyway, I have a few other things

here, but I will not bother, because obviously, Sir, they
are not interested in information, they are more interested
in harassment, and I am much to delicate, too nish, too
sensitive to take these slings and arrows. Thank you, Sir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: | A point of order.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I know it is

improper, Sir, to respond to an answer given by the minister,
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MR. NEARY: but I sent the minister over

a letter from Austin Aviation in Timmins, Ontario which
shows the price that Field Aviation paid for that aircraft
that the minister just referred to - $110,000 on the 7
Jback page there = and I believe the aircraft cost the
Newfoundland Governmeént $535,000.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR. NEARY: . I amAasking the ﬁinis;er if he‘
would table it. I want the minister to table my letter.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

' The same ruling was made last -
year that under this Heading No-C), Answers to Questions
for which Notice has peen Given, there are no supplementaries
or further questions. They would be in order under the
Vnext calliné of Oral Questions. I would suggest that that
would be the appropriate place. But I could not allow
questions under this heading. We would have two Question

Periods, one of thirty minutes and one of indeterminate

length.
ORAL QUESTIONS
_HMR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
MR. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, where is the Premier

of the Province? I want to ask an important question of
the Premier of the Province, Sir, and he is never 1in the

House.
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MR. NEARY: Bally Haly.

MR. W. ROWE: - Where is he? Would the House Leader mind

telling us when we will have the pleasure of his company so
I can save up my questions for him? Is he coming tomorrow?
The House Leader does not know, Mr. Speaker.
~ MR. NEARY: Move the Assembly down to Bally Haly
Golf Course.
MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please!
The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I presume that is a question
because it is a very good onekto answer but,firstly, may I

apologize to our guests from Nova Scotia for the behaviour they

have seen coming across the House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR; HICKMAN: It 1is the first time that the Opposition have
seen any living Liberals in a half a century and they are all
exéited this afternoon. This is why, Mr. Speaker, they are sort
of out of control.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMONS: There 1s a turn-coat Liberal over there.

MR, HICKMAN: - And do you know, Mr. Speaker, I must chastise

my campaign manager; he 1s - you know - and I do wish, Mr. Speaker -
. MR. NEARY: If he only had his time back.

MR, HICKMAN: That is right. For once in my life I am on

all fours with the hon. the member for LaPoile. If only I had

my time back.

MR. NEARY: No, the hon. member I mean -
MR. HICKMAN: He warned me I was wrong. He said I was wrong.

He said I made a mistake.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!

MR. BEICKMAN: And, Mr. Speaker, I admit it to him.
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MR. NEARY: Sit down and do not be making a fool of yourself.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, blease! Order, please! Order, please!
I must point out to hon. memb?rs that what they

may well regard as -and often start off as pleasantries, frequently

do lead to a deterioration of order. So I would ask hon. members

during the Question Period to keep their remarks to questions

with the preamble which is necessary and to answers tatﬁer

than other matters.

‘ A supplementary, the hon. Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. W. ROWE: In the absence of the Premier, Sir, I will

have to save my questions until probably next session; he is not

likely to be here.

MR. NEARY: Go down to Bally Haly and learn how to golf.
MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I -will directga question to the

hon. Minister of Forestry -

MR. NEARY: The Speaker from Nova Scotia, ask him a question.
MR. W. ROWE: 1 might as well, for all the sense I am going to

get from the Minister of Forestry.
Mr. Speaker, we saw the Minister of the Environment
wash his hands of the spray programme a month or so ago, saying
he knew nothing about it and was not going to answer any questidns
on it. Yesterday we had the spectacle of the Minister of Health

stand up and publicly disassociate himself by saying it is not

his programme.

MR. NEARY: I would not blame him.
MR. W. ROVWE: And he would not answer any questions on it.

I asked yesterday the Minister of Health why it was that in spite

of the day after day proclamation by the government that they‘were

not going to change the spray programme, the Minister of Health, whose
district happens to be Gander district, got Gander taken out of the
spray programme and a new buffer ione, Mr. Speaker, established with

respect to Gander Lake and the town of Gander.

(0626
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MR, W. ROWE: Nowllet me ask this of the Minister of
Forestry, 1s the minister prepared to hear and make changes

on other communities, towns in the Province who may wish to

have a larger buffer zone as far as the spray programme is
concerned, or to be taken out of the spray programme altogether?

I refer particularly,for example, to Port Blandford.

MR. SIMMONS: Hear, hear!
‘CAPTAIN WINSOR: Gander Bay.
MR. W. ROWE: And Gander Bay, and a couple of districts in

my learned friend's, my hon. friend's district, the member for
Lewisporte (Mr. F, White). Communities that want to be
further removed from the spray programme. Is the Minister of
Forestry prepared to provide larger buffer zones with respect
to some of these comrunities, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: " The hon. Minister of Forestry and .Agriculture.

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, Gander Lake was the only water

body that is directly a water supply where spraying was to be
carried out to the edge of the water supply. There is no other
actual water supplies in Newfoundland where spraying has been

allocated to the edge of the water suﬁply.

MR. F., WHITE: Rivers.
MR. MORGAN: Gander Lake.
MR. MAYNARD: Well if you keep away from rivers and watersheds

in Neﬁfoundland,lram afraid- that you would keep out of it completely.

MR. F. WHITE: That. {s what you should do.
MR. MAYNARD: We decided for the Gander water supply, because

the people felt -

SOME HON. }EMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. MAYNARD: ~ that it was necessary to héve a buffer zone around,
then we established the buffer zone. All the other communities and water
supplies in Newfoundland have a buffer zone already established and the
buffer zonme is two miles with the large aircraft and one half mile

with the smallycrop duster type aircraft.

MR. W. ROWE: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. .

MR. SPEAKER: A suppleméntary, the original questiomer.
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HR.W. ROWE: the answer to the minister's question is
that,no,this psychological buffer zome, which was not even necessary according
to nim in previous statements but which has -been extended.by political
pressure in the ;;se of Gander by the member, the Minister of Health.in
order to safeguard the health of the people of Gander, that will not be
changed with respect to any other communities in the Province. That is
an edifying answer, ir., Speaker, I nust say. Let the minister answer
this question; Are there any govermment inspectors on board these planes
wiich the spray company, the comﬁany which is spraying this poisonous
chemicalymatacil,into water supplies and near communities and in the

woods and so on, are there any government inspectors directly on the plane

monitoring the spray programme in each of these spray planes on a’'day to

day basis?
*R.SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
LR. MAYNARD: The government technicians, Mr. Speaker,

are on the spotter planes. The spotter plane accompanies each spray
aircraft at all times and the government technician is on the'spotter
plane-and directs whether the spraying should be done or whether the
nozzle should be turned off at any point in time or whether the wind
speed becomes too high or whatever. He is actually in charge of thé
operation from the spotter plane itself.

MR.W.ROWE: A final supplementary, Sir.

iR. SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition.
MR .W.ROVE : E I have a question which I was going to

make mention in my petit;on, the speech on the petition but I was cut off
by the arrogant Minister of Energy with his specious points of order.

HMr. Speaker, let me ask.the minister this; it is a personal question, &
question similar to the one that was asked by the member for LaPoile

Odrt Neary) district. I have a daughter who is going off to camp.or
supposedly going off to camp on the 22nd of this month which is two days
from now., EShe is gbing to Mint Brook, Mr. Speaker, which is right in the
middle of the spray area. Now, I ask:tkis question as I asked the minister

before with regard to 4H club campers and so on, is it in fact safe for
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L$4W.ROWE: children to be zoing out camping in the area where
this spray programme is taking place? Is it safe? What guarén:ees or
what assurances ean he give me and people in my position, hundreds of
thousands of themythat their children, innocent childrem, Mr. Speéker,who
I may be sending out like a lamb to the slaughter for all I kiow, what
assurances can he give parents, concerned parents that there children are
not going to be adversley affected, medically with régard to their health,

by this spray programme?

MR. SPEAKER: ' The hon. minister.
MR. MAYNARD: The answer, Mr., Speaker, is yes it is safe and

the assurance has come from the medical people who approved this programme,
the medical experts in the field. I am not a.medical expert but I have
to take the advice of the medical experts and I say,yes.it is safe to be
in the area.

MR.SPEAKER:  Hon. member for Sti George's followed by the
non. member for LaPoile.

MRS McISAAC: - My question is for the Minister of Forestry

and Agriculture, Mr. Speaker, I wrote two notes across”this llouse to
the minister this afternoon to ask him if he wéuld consider changing tke
spray boundar& in my district because of the fact that there are three
pénds that empty into this dribble, directly into the water supply of
ét. George's and he ignored both notes. So now I would like to ask
him a question; would he please tell me if there is a possibility of
having that buffer zome changed in order to keep thic spray out off the
water supply for St. George's? We have had problems enough with the
water supply in St. George's,God knows,and we do not need matacil in it.
Would you please answer that?

“R. SPEAKER: Hon. Minister of Forestry and Agriculture.
HR.MAYNARD : ‘Mr. Speaker, thére is no spray carried out
over any water supply in Newfoundland.The buffer zones have been
established, they were established a long time ago, over any water supply.
If the hon. member can show me that there is any spraying to be done
directly over the water supply then we will look at it but we are not

aware of any water supply in this Province being sprayed.
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HRS. McISAAC: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER: The hon., member.
MRS HMcISAAC: If the minister is so sure that there is no spray

going on in any of the watershed areas -

AN HONM. MEMBER: Water supplies.
MIS McISAAC: - why did he - water supplies, Okay, the same thing.

1If the water runs out of the glass on the floor the supply 1s still in

the glass.
MR, F.ROWE: Have some respect for a lady.
4R, McISAAC: _And if the water supply in Gander, if the buffer

zone in Gander could be changed then there must have been some danger
that the matacil would get into the water supply, if the buffer zone
was changed. If not why was Gander changed and why cannot St. George's

be changed?
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Forestry and Agriculture.
MR. MAYNARD: I said water subplies, Mr. Speaker, not

watersheds and there is a distinct difference in water sheds from

water supplies.

MRS. MCISAAC: Water sheds, water supplies, the same thing.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR. MAYNARD: Gander Lake was the only water supply in

the Province where spraying was to have been carried out to the edge of
the lake. For psychological reasons we moved it back one milet Tha: is
the total answer The¥e are no other water supplies in the Province that
are close to the spray areas.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile followed
by the hon. gentleman for Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir.
MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct
my question, Sir, to the minister responsible for scanda;, Sir.The hon. -
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please.

; .I do think that. as a matter of fact,
f am quite sure that thaé should be wichdravn.The‘hon. gentleman
will direct his question to the minister.
MR. S. NEARY: I withdraw. . He may nﬁt be directly responsible
but scandals come under the hon. gentleman's jurisdiction.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!' Order, please!

. I think the hon. gentleman is as
aware as I am that‘cﬁat is an inaépropfiaue way to preface a questioh
and I would ask him to preface it in the normal manner.

MR, S. NEARY: Sir, if the Minister of Justice
cannot answer the guestion thén maybe the minister respomnsible
for housing can ansver it; I§ it corre;t, Sir, this morning the
reports that we read in the morning news that ano;her scandal has
beeri uncovered in the housing agency, in the St. John's Housingv
Authority that there is a probe going on there by the police by
the CID. Could the minister confirm whether this is correct or

not?
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal

- Affairs and Housing.

MR. J. DINN: Mr. Speaker, obviously this is

an area where ‘we have to watch ourselves;we are talking about

a police investigation., But the fact of the matter is I camnot
confirm that there is. - We received infotﬁation in the department,
the Department of Justice was notified and ﬁhe Department of Justice
made the decision that they should have an investigation and the

investigation is ongoing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ~ Oh, oh!

MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr., Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile, a
_ supplementary.

MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker now that we have confirmed

that there is another sc¢andal on the go -

AN _HON. MEMBER:V How many now?

MR. S. NEARY: I do not know haw many this is, Sir.

MR. W.N. ROﬁE: Number eight.

Mk. S. NEARY: ) , Number eight.We have got them in alphabetical

" order now. Mr. Speaker, wauld the hon. gentleman tell us the nature
of this scandal? What prompted the police investigation? What kind
of reports do tbe'minister have? Does it involve federal/provincial
funding’ or just what is the nature of this latest écandal?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing.

‘ MR. J.‘DINN: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for LaPoile
(Mr. Neary) is obviously as his same old game trying to create Newfle
jokes,which I detest. There is no scandal. In Newfoundland as in every
other province of this Dominion,and in the country as a whole.in the
Northwest Territories-nobody is guilty until an investigation is completed
and they have some evidence -

MR. WHITE:
—_— Maybe not then.
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MR, DINN: ~ and then they go to a trial
* and then the judge makes the decision or a jury makes the decision.

In this country there is no scandal -~

MR. FLIGHT: Why do you have an investigation?
MR. DINN: . There is an investigation going on

because we have some information that there may be something untoward,
wrong. When that investigation is completed the justice department

will handle it in its normal,expeditious manner.

SOME HON. JEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. A

MR, S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman of cour-se

is wrong that you are guilty in this Province until you are proven
innocent. That is the philosphy the l\linistet of Justice operates under,
Sir. Can the_':Minister of Justice shed any light on this matter? Does

it involve provincial/federal funding? Does it involve servicing
contracts? What is the nature of the - What prompted the, police
“investigation? What kind of an investigation is it? We are not asking
the hon. gentleman to tell us whether people are innocent or guilty.

We just like to know whét is goiné.on,if the Public Treasury is being
adequately protected. That 1is all we want to know. What is the nature

of the investigation?

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. minister.

MR. WN. ROWE: ‘ One at a time now.

MR. HICKMAN: . Was the question directed at me .

MR. S. NEARY: Well I do not know who can answer
it.

MR. Sn—ﬁ-ﬁfoﬁf;-:w . The minister in charge of (inaudible)
MR. S. NEARY: A The minister has a tendency-to

cover up. Maybe we should go to the Minister of Municipal Affairs

and Housing.
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MR. HICKMAN: I am just wondering if that spray
matacil would cure scandalitis because if it is I would recommend

a huge dose for the member for LaPoile. Mr. épeaker, -

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: ‘Hear, hear!
'MR. S. NEARY: I . The hon. gentleman (inaudible)
MR. HICKMAN: - any requéscs that - come ko the Department

of Justice from any department of government or any citizen for an
‘investigation is carried out, carried ou¢ {mmediately. Fortunately

we do not have gossips in the Department of Justice,they rely only.

on fact.

MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr, Speaker.
MR. S?EAKER: ’ Final supplementary.

MR!,$.-NEARY: Obviously, Mr. Speaker , there must be
some gossips in the housing authority $ecause the hon. minister said

that somebody had reported that there was some evidgnce of wrong-doing
and that was not - I do not know 1f it was gossip or.not but the minister

thought he should report it to the Minister of Justice, his colleague.

MR. HICKMAN: That is right.
MR. S. NEARY: But, Sir, what is the nature of this

complaint?



June 20,1978 . Tape 4643 PK -1

MR. NEARY: Can the minister give us some idea what kind of

an investigation is being carried out?

AN_HON. MEMBER: No!- No! No!

MR. "NEARY: Does it involve servicing contracts, local
contractors who are doing work for the minister's department? Or does

it involve somebody siphoning‘ off funds that were channelled into this
Province by the Government of'Canada? Provincial -

MR. DOODY: Another one of his multiple choice auestions.

" MR. NEARY:. No. Well, I mean, you pay your money and you can pick

your choice, But, Mr. Speaker, we are just trying to get some information
from the minister. We are not sure at this stage, Sir, if the Public
Treasury is being properly protected or not, and we are trying to find out.
What is the nature of the investigation? That is all we are asking.

We are not asking the minister for names, or if people are innocent or
~guilty. But why carry out an investigation? What is the purpose of

it? And what is the nature of the investigation?

"Mﬁ;'éPEAKER: The.hon. the Minister of Municpal Affairs and Housing.
" MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I did not go through all of the information
that was presented to me, but I can confirm, I am quite sure that it had

nothing to do with buildina sunplies on Bell Island.

* MR._ NEARY: No- Did it have to do with A.B. Walsh?
"SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
"MR. " SPEAKER: Order, please! I stated that I would

recognize the hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir next followed by

the hon. the member for Baie Verte-White Bay.

‘MR.SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker -

‘ Mﬁ; NEARY: Bug-eye (Inaudible).

'SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, ot

"MR: SIMMONS: Well, Mr. Speaker, since we do have some

distinguished visitors I will ask my question to one of thg intelligent
ministers so the others will not make a fool out of themselves. I

was intending to ask it of the Premier but he is obviously on the

golf course or wherever he is today. Did we find out where He is?

SOME-HON. MEMBERS: No.
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MR. SIMMONS: The question is really for the Premier -
MR. NEARY: He is playing another tape for CJON.
MR. SIMMONS: - but, perhaps, in the absence of the Premier, the '

continued absence of the Premier,perhaps the Government House Leader

the Deputy Premier, the Minister of Justice, the Minister of Intergovernmental

Affairs, the man who will never make it to the Bench, perhaps he, Mr.

Speaker, can answer the question I had for the Premier. Does the
minister know or is he aware as to whether the Premier has asked for ‘

» ;he resignation of the Minister of Manpower, the former Minister of
Public Workssor asked perhaps more properly that he not pursue his

assignment in his Portfolio until such time as he has been cleared of
the charges of unethical conduct now laid publicly against him,

conduct during the périod when he was Minister of Public Works? Noes
the minister know if the resignation has been asked for. and/or received

by the Premier?

MR: SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.

* MR’ HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, that is the kind of a question

that no decent person would ever ask.

'SOME 'HON: MEMBERS: That is right.

. MR. WHITE: Somebody is going to have to answer-jt, though.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear! ‘ l

“ AN HON: "MEMBER: It has got to be answered.
MR. NEARY: The government will change one of those days.
MR;'SPEAKER: , Order! Order, please! Order, please!
MR. SIMMONS: The Minister for Cover-Up.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I have -

"~ AN HON;AMEMBER: Note what Premier Bennett did.

) MRE‘HICKMAN: I have no idea what the hon. the Premier does

in communications with his ministers, and I am quite certain that he has
not asked any of the ministers named, any such question or suggestion

as posed by the hon. the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons).
And I would hope that the hon. gentleman is not naive enough.because it
would have to be in that category that he would ask the gquestion,to

suspect that anyone would be foolish enough to act or unwise enough to
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Mr. Hickman: = act until a decision of the appropriate person is

received and not on oné bit of evidence.

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Ofi, oh!
MR._SIMMONS: " Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR “SPEAKER: ' A suﬁplementary.
' MR::SIMMONSQ Sure,Mr. Speaker.the minister mentions - misses,

rather the entire point of the question - '%e have a case now, Mr.
Speaker, where a Minister of the Crown has been cited in quite a

public fashion before a public enquiry by his Deputy Minister of some
yearS'fdr unethical behaviour, unethical conduct in the pursuit

of his duties as a Minister of the Crown. And it seems to me, Mr.
Speaker, that is a fairly serious charge. And my auestion.was worded
carefully the first time. I never said until he is convicted or obroven
guilty; I said, until guch time as he is-cleared of those charges- ‘

We now have a minister of Crown against whom these charges of unethical
conduct have been made. And it would only be fair to him, I submit,

Mr. Speaker, and to the public certainly when you have a man of the
reputation of the former Deputy Minister, Mr. Jack Ralph,making these
statements in public knowing full well the impact of the statemeﬁts, I am
. sure, and their ramifications, it seems to be it would only be proper
for the minister to discontinue in a Portfolio of Cahinet unti: such time
as the matter has been resolved publicly. And the minister in
responding somewhat misconstrued the question, but that is all very well,
that is his privilege.

But what I am asking one more time - is whether or

not a resignation has been received to his knowledge? Or whether to

his knowledge it is the intention of the Premier to ask for the

resignation?
MR- HICKMAN: Nt

© MR. SIMMONS: No, no?  Mr. Speaker -
MR._SPEAKER: The hon. for -

’ MR. SIMMONS: - a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary.
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MR; SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, the minister had indicated the answer
is, no, to the best of his knowledge. Can the minister indicate to
the House whether the Minister of Manpower is sfil] acting in that

capacity, as the Minister of Manpower? And ff so, [ notice he is not
in his seat today, can the minister indicate to' the House where he is

if he is away on government business?

‘MR, “WHITE: Or if he is coming back to the House?
MR. SPEAKER: - The hon . the Minister of Justice.

’MR; HICkMAN: Mr. Speaker , ..

,
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MR. HICKMAN: I am quite confident
that the hon. gentleman is still Minister of lanpower
and Labour Relationsyor whatever the title now is.

I know that he is presently today, this morning very
early, to meet in conmection with a labour dispute

that is on in this Province.

AN HON. MEMBER: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: I have indicated I would
recognize the hon. gentleman from Baie Verte - White Bay

followed by the hon. gentleman frqm Port au Port.

MR. RIDEQUT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of Fisheries. Mr. Speaker,
in view of the fact that we operate in and hopefully believe
in the free enterprise,competitive system, I wonder if the
minister could tell the House whether or not his départment
is prepared to take any action against the Lake group of
companies, the operators at the Englee fishvplant, who
have“obviously now beyond any. doubt told the fishermen of}
Englee that they are not prepared to buy any codfish from
those fishermen who have been so nauéhty as to sell salmon
to a competitor?.

AN HON. MEMBER: Aha! Boy! Free enterprise!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.
MR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, if the matter referred

to by the member is correct thenyof course, we will take
whatever action we can. My deputy minister .is presently
investigating that allegation and if there is any way that
the government can put a stoﬁ to 1£ we will, and if we do
not  have the authorigy under the Act to do itswell, then

I would be quite prepared to ask the House to amend the
Act, because the licence to process fish is a public trust
and must not be allowed to be used by the private sector

as a licence to make money for their own convenience.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER: ‘We would, Mr. Speaker, take
whatevef action we can to pﬁt a stop to that sort of
thing. If we have to amend the Act we will do it. It
cértainly will not be allowed to continue.

MR. RIDEQUT: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. RIDEQUT: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the

minister could tell the House whether or not his department
will be getting in touch rather promptly - I know the
deputy minister has already been in touch - with the

Lake group of companies and saying to them in no uncertain
fashionlthac 'Unle§s you are prepared to buy fish from any
fisherman who wants to sell you codfish in Englee,then we
would very seriously consider revoking that processing
licence' or some other kind of licence such as to force
them to carry out the public responsibility that the
minister has referred to?

MR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I can only repéat
what I said, that if, in fact, the allegation is correct
we will take that kind of action. If we have the right
under the existing Act to 1lift the licence we will do it
If I do not have the authorityswell then I will seek 1t

in the Legislature.

MR. SPEAKEﬁ: ) The hon. the member for Port au
Port, followed by the hon. gentleman from Trinity -

Bay de Verde.

MR. HODDER: ) Mr. Speaker, a question for thel
Minister of Transportation and Communications in his
capacity as Chairman of the Board of Directors of

Labrador Linerboard Limited. A few days ago when I was
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MR, HODDER: speaking here on a particulér
bill,or 'I believe on the Tﬁrone Speech debate, I mentioned
that Abitibi had made a proposal on Labrador Linerboard
Limited and the minister denied it. Could the minister
now tel; me whether a proposal has come from Abitibi to
the government?

MR. SPEAKER: \ The hon. the Minister of
Transportation and Communications.

MR.- DOODY: Mr. Speaker, the Divestiture
Committee responsible for the Labrador Linerboard Limited
facility, the people responsible for trying to interest

a prospective buyer and/or manager for the facility, are
still actively involved in discussing the possible sale

or other arrangement with various companies, one of whom
is Abitiﬁi. fhere are at least four that I can think of
offhand. To the best of my knowledge no concrete proposal
as such is in the hands of either the committee or in

the hands of government. Discussions are ongoing and
hopefully a conclusion will be reached with one of these
prospective buyers. It is far too early in the game to
maké any statement more positivé or concrete than that.

It would be unfair to the people in the area and it would
be misleading, and it also, of course, would weaken any
bargaining position that we might have with any particular
company. All I can say to the hon. member is that it is
an ongoing process; it is one that the committee is working
on very diligently and there is some real interest and
some réal enthusiasm shown for the facility out there.

I sincerely hope that we can bring it to a conciusion that
is beneficial to the Bay St. Georg; area. Certainly we

are working in that direction and it appears to be
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MR. DOODY: encouraging ‘at this point, but

beyond that, Sir, I would not make a comment.

MR. HODDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
M{R. HODDER: : Just one day ago or two days ago

‘I spoke to a member of the Di;estiture'Commitcee who told
me that they had not met since January and that particular
committee has been keeping the Bay St. George members in

touch with what has been going on and he told me that they

had not met,
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MR. HODDER: ) but the question I have for the
minister is, if what the minister says is so why did the
Minister of Forestry and Agriéulture in Stephenville on

last Sunday night make the statement that there would be

a statement made by this government, a favourable statement
made by this government as far as theAacquisition of the
mill was concerned, either at the end of June or very early
in July?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Transportation
and Communications.

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I know nothing of
any conyersation that the hon. member may have had with a
member of the Divestiture Committee. If that particular
member of the Committee is looking for information on
conversations and discussions he is well aware of the
channels through which he should go and he knows who the
people in charge of co-ordinating the activities are.

As for the comment allegedly
made by the hon. the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture,
Sir, I have‘no knowledge of that, Sir, and obviously the
question should be difected to the minister who is supposed

to have made such a statement.

MR. HODDER: ' A supplementary, Sir.
MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary.
MR. HODDER: In preamble to the final

supplementary I would like to read a little portion of
Hansafd which was said by the Premier last year. These

are the words of Hansard, May 13, 1977; "The fact is, Sir,
that I would suggest that when the time comes and the
Advisory Board - he talks about the Advisory Board bringing
in its report - then he goes ahead, "at that time, maybe

at that time we should have the member for Port au Port
(Mr. Hodder), the member for Stephenville together with
government members, sit down with the final reports and as

negotiations go on and various things happen let them be
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MR. HODDER: aware of whét it going on."
He goes on to say, "I think it is very. important that
when the final reports come in and possibilities develop
rather than make promises on radio stations, rather than
make false hopes available to the people, rather than
doing these tLings that we sit down wifh those members
who are most immediately concerned so that they can be

part of the decision making process and the analysis and

the judéements that have been made."

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. HODDER: The question -~
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!'

I think the hon. gentleman is
getting to what I was about to direct him to, and that is
to the question. »
MR. HODDER: The question to the minister -
I had meant to direct this question to the Premier for éhe
last week and-a~half, but the Premier has not been here for
a week and-a-half - but would the minister inform me now
whether -
MR. HICKMAN: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
- MR. SPEAKER: A point of order, I must
interrupt.
MR. HICKMAN. For the record,that is not quite
correct. I am sure the hon. gentleman's mind is not working

‘ clearly, The hon. the Premier was here last week.

MRS. MCISAAC: We saw him a couple of times.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. HODDER: I will withdraw that, Mr. Speaker,

I will withdraw. .

‘MR. SPEAKER: It is certainly not a point of
order. It is not a matter on which the Chair can express an
opinion. Will the hon. gentléman please continue?

MR. HODDER: The question I ask the ﬁinister in

Charge of the Board of Directors, the Chairman of the Board
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MR. HODDER: of Directors -
MR, DOODY: Excuse me, Mr. Speaker, I

cannot hear the question the member is asking.

MR. HODDER: The question I have for the
minister, does the minister have any intention, now that
. these negotiations. are going on, or does the Premier have
any intention of having a non-partisan committee look at

proposals made as the Premier promised last year?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, there are several

facets to that question. One of them is the preamble which
I am tempted to ask the hon. member to repeat in the  interest
of information and for the interest of the House. It was
rather lengthy but I think I distinctly heard the hon. member
say, "Maybe it would be in the best interest of something .
" or other if a group of the members from Port au Port and
the member for Stephenville or something or other should sit
down and so on to discuss various things." Obviously, the
Premier and others decided in their wisdom that it would not
be in the best interests of the divestiture of the mill if
the hon.member for Port au Port and the hon. member for
Stephenville were to sit down and discuss it, for the
very reason that the hon. member mentioned himself, as he
closed off his rahter lengthy question, that the intent would
be to have a non-partisan committee. It is very difficult
to imaginé a non-partisan committee composed of politicians
from opposing parties. It kind of boggles the imagination
and kind of hurts the senéibilities.

The object of the exercise,
Sir, is to reactivate the mill for the benefit of the people
in the Bay St. Goefge area. It is not the intention nor
indeed the concern of the Province of Newfoundland nor of
the Government of Newfoundland to make political life
more comfortable for any individual member iﬁ this particular

House, whether he be from the Bay St. Goerge area
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MR. W. DOODY:
or from any other area. And towards that end, Sir, we have directed
the activities of the Divestiture‘Committee and towards that end we will
continue to do so. And hopefully, Sir, we will conclude the operation
successfully and bring it to a conclusion that would be of benefit to
the people in the area.  That is our object, that is our aim and
that is what we fully intend to do.

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

MR. SPEAKER: Before the hon. gentleman calls an order or whatever
matter may be looming, I recently noticed in the gallery above us
Hon. William Woodroffe, Speaker of the legislature in New Brunswick.

And T know hon. member would join me in welcoming him afong with his

colleagues.
SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
‘ MR.lSPEAKER: The hon. member fpr LaPoile. '
" MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I believe it would be appropriate at tﬁis

time, Sir, and 1 am prepared to move a motion that Your Honour dispatch
a letter of congratulations to the gentleman that I am. about to refer
if I can get a seconder on the government side of the House, Sir. I
refer, Mr. Speaker, to the appointmeﬁt that was made recently of Mr.
Herb Wells to the International Research Organization Board. I must
confess, Sir, it is the first time that I have ever heard of the

IRNO but they tell me, Sir, it is a very prestigious organization
throughbut the world and that Mr. Herb Wells is, I believe, the first
Canédian-maybe not the first Canadian,but certainly the first
?Newfoundlander to be appointed to this board. Hon. members will
-know Mr. Herb Wells as the veteran's columnist in the Evghing Telegram.
‘He was born in St. John's, served with the Royal Navy in the Second
World War and was severely disabled in the Battle of the Atlantic.

He was educated in St. Thomas‘s School, ex-servicemen's school and
Memorial University College.

His column has kept before the.

people of this Province, Mr. Speaker,the sacrifice and the deeds of

Newfoundlanders who served in two World Wars and the Korean Conflict.
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MR. NEARY:

He has also, Sir, kept before the public the needs of veterans

and his humane work on behalf and behind the scenes hés now been
recognized throughout the length and breadth of this Province. The
veteran's column,I am told,is the longest continuous column in the one A

hundred year history of the Evening Telegram. And as a result of his

work, Sir, in researching naval history,and we have all read many
interesting items in connection with episodes that took place in the

Second World War, 3t is in his research of the naval history, Sir,

‘that he has been made a member of the.prestigious International Naval

Research Organization, IRNO,with.headquarters in the United States.
I am sure, Sir, that members on
both sides of the House would join with me in extending sincere

congratulations to Mr. Herb Wells on this notable appointment.

" "SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear,hear!

"MR. SPEAKER: The hon. House leader.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, with the leave of the House,because
I realize we have passed the point iﬁ the Orders oé the Day whén Orders
of the Day are called in the beginning, I would 1ike to on behalf of
government join in congratulating a distinguished public servant, still
a very distinguished public servant, Mr. Herbert Wells who was a few
years ago transferred to the Archives from another divisioﬁ of the
public service where he is performing excellent service.

-Apart altogether from his very distinguished
war record,Mr. Wells has done yeoman service to the veterans of ’
Newfoundland particularly in the field of research and I think it is
to his credit that he has done more, I think, in researching the
activities of the Merchant Marine than any other researcher in
Newfoundland . We have had a 1ot of research work done by many writers
into the Royal Navy and the Royal Newfoundland Regiment. Mr. Wells
has done that also but he has in addition to that he has done a great
deal of work in the local Merchant Marine and in those who sailed in

schooners out of Newfoundland during World War I
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| MR..HICKMAN:

I join with the hon. member for LaPoile {Mr. Neary)
in congratulating Mr. Hells on this well deserved recognition.
MR. SPEAKER: Is it the agreement of the House? Agreed.
’ MR:'HICKMAN: Order 7, Bi11 No. 50 adjourned debate. .
=aMR§'$PEAKER: Order no. 7. The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:
MR. W. ROWE: Thank you, Sir.
MR. STRACHAN: Three more weeks to go on that bill.

MR. W. ROWE: Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Municipal
Affairs talked about - where is the minister?

AN _HON. MEMBER: He is gone again.

- MR. 'W. ROWE: Gone again?
MR. STRACHAN: He has got a helicopter comihg.
MR. W. ROWE: Ah,the ministers, Sir, are getting
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MR. W.MN, ROWE: very, very testy. There goes the Minister of Justice.

MR. HICRAN: - I am going to make cne telephone call and I will

be right back.’

MR. ¥.N. ROVE: Come right back, though. I love to look over at the
hon. Minister of Justice and see the look of embarrassment on his face,
Sir, when his colleagues make fools of themselves in the House day after day.

So on this bill yesterday the Minister of

Municipal Affairs talked about everything, Sir, except Bill 50. He
dragged red herrings across. I do not blame him, Mr. Speéker,

for not talking about Bill 50 because it is very hard to defend that
bill, very difficult to defend that pilece of legislation both
- in what it contains and the savage way in which it 1{s being

rammed down the throats of 250,000 - 200,00 people anyway.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. W.N. ROWE: Now, Mr. Speaker, we had a display of the
manners and the lowness of the character of a certain minister

. yesterday, Mr. Speaker, in the House in your presence, if .my memory
serves me correct. Sir, I would like to be able to make this
speech without suffering the indignities of discourtesies from that

particular minister, Sir, if Your Honour would care to enforce

the rules.
MR. MORGAN: Next time 1t will be outside the House.
MR. F. WHITE: (Inaudible) Moores is going to throw him out.

He says he is. He has told everybody at Bally Haly he is going to throw
him out as soon as the House closes. '

MR. W.N. ROWE: There he goes, Mr. Speaker. WMr. Speaker, I do not
blame the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs. Now, Mr. Speaker,
are you going to enforce the rules, Sir, I ask you? I do*not
want to be interrupted by that hon. gentleman, Sir, of all

people in this House.

MR. MORGAN: You do not wish interruptioms!
MR. W.N. ROWE: You have to use honourable even if you mean the opposite.
MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please! If an hon. member requests

‘silence
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MR. SPEAKER: for his remarks,of course the Chair will enforce the
rules because all interruptions really are out of order. Only those
are permitted which the House seems to condone. If an hon. member
wisﬂes to speak in silenceythe Chair will enforce it.

MR. W.,N. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, there are some interruptions and some
interjections by hon. members opposite that I welcome becéuse I have
respect.for certain hon. miniéters and certain hon. members but, Sir,
there are some, Sir, for whem I have nothing but ;he utmost contempt.
MR. MORGAN: _ 1 suppose,

YR. W.N. ROWE: People who fling around accusations, Mr. Speaker,
serious accusations which fortunately are diminished by the lowness

of the character and source ftom which they come, low types of low-lived
individuals, Mr. Speaker. I do not want to be interrupted by that type
of individual. If the hon. Minister of Energy wish to make a commént

I would welcome it, Sir, or the hon. .the House Leader,or a lot of other
members opposite,but not that hon. member.

Mr. Speaker, the linister of Municipal>Affairs tried
to intimate yesterday that the problems_with St. John's and the region,
the area that has grown up over the years,is the lack of regional
government as mentioned in this Bill 50. Now I would agree, Sir, as
we have mentioned publicly on hundreds of occasions that there was A
need for a form of regional management in the St. John’é urban area,
the Hortheast Avalon urban area. There was a need for regional management,
a form of government butyas I said earlier, Sir, the problem with Bill 30
-is that it contains some very obnoxious provisions in the principle of
the bill and the manner in which it is being jammed and rammed through
this House, Sir, is a disgrace to this institution and to that government
and a disgrace to the will of hundreds and thousands and tens of thousands
of people in the urban area, in the urban region concerned, a disgrace.

Mr. Speaker, just to briefly summaxrize what I said

last night, we believe that a form of regional government in

areas of this Province like the Burin Peninsula.for example, a form of
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concept is a good and acceptable concept. But, Mr. Speaker, Bill 50

as I zentioned yesterday perverts the concept, twists

M- 3
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MR. W.N.ROWE:

the concept, turns the concept into a monstrosity. And
some of the powers contained in bill 50 are actually
dangerous, Sir, to the democratic processes in this
Province at whatever level you might want to have it,
municipal or provincial or federal. And so the method

which is being used is a contemptuous method, contemptuous

of the will, of the thoughts, the ideas of people

throughout this Province and throughout this area.

MR. MURPHY: You must have been a wonderful
baby.
MR. W.N.ROWE: } I thought the hon. member for

St. John's Centre (Mr. A. Murﬁhy) promised he was going to
resign, Mr. Speaker? Why could he not keep his promise?
At least he couid have kept that promise. .We know the
government do not keep any commitments, but that should
have been a promise he might have kept.

Mr. Speaker, the minister in

his attempt, his stiff-necked and arrogant attempt to get

"this bill through the House, tried to turn St. John's as a

city against the suburban and the rural areas of the region,
tried to pretend that it was only St. John's that was
against it, tried to pretend that St. John's was a city
which could not plan its own future at all, which is the
reverse and opposite of the truth. Because as I indicated
yesterday, St. John's has a good history of planning and
government, better, Sir, than this administration hefe, .
better, Mr. Speaker, one thousand times better in financial
management, in planning than this administration err the
past six years.

The minister will say that he has
not heard one objection to date that has been backed by
sound argument, that kind of an arrogant stand, Mr. Speaker.
And now we have the situation where instead of regional

government being implemented by way of a reasonable and
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MR. W.N.ROWE: thoughtful process which I
am sure the member for Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor) would
have welcomed, I am sure the member for St. John's
Centre would have welcomed, a reasonable thoughtful
~ process of give and take, consultation and so on, what
do we get, Mr. Speaker, instead of that kind of a process?
We haye an arrogant minister treating people with such
contempt that he has the whole area in a complete uproar,
with 200,000 peop;e or their repfesentatives coming out
against the minister, bill 50, and in some cases, Sir - I
‘am sure this would not have been the case two or three
months ago if the right procedures had been used - in some
cases you have people coming out against the concepf'of
a regional government because the atmosphere has been so
- poisoned by that hon. minister in the way he has been
trying to ram it through without consultation except,
perhaps, with a few of his own colleagues. But I would
remind him, Sir, they do not represent everybody in the
area and that there are other levels of gcvernment and
othexr levels of society which are not represented adequately
by seven or eight or nine or ten P.C.members in this House
of Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, last night I
mentioned something as well which has raised suspicions
of people in this urban region and that is, Sir, that this
government'é history has been one of passing the buck and -
laying the blame on the backs of councillors, whether they
are dealing with St. John's, or Corner Brookvin the case of
City councils, or town councils or community councils,
Sir, éass the buck and lay the blame or cause the blame to
be laid on councillors for the fact that services are not
being provided in various communities, lay the blame or.
cause the blame to be laid. I say here now, Sir, that the
‘suSpicion is abroad, based, I would say, on good sound

experience that this attempt, this particular attempt under
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MR. W.N.ROWE: bill 50 £o establish a
regional government was and is another effort by this
government to jam in the middle) between themselves and the
people, a buffer zone such as the Minister of Forestry
keeps talking about - buffer zones - a buffer zone thét

can take the blame when blame is going to be laid for the
lack of services or lack of provision of services and

that can be directed by the government when the government
needs an instrument or.a tool of its own policy. That is
the suggestion, Sir, and the suspicion and I would say it
is based on good sound experience. ‘

MR. J. CARTER: Would the hon. member permit

a question?
MR. NOLAN: No.
MR. W.N.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, he will have a

chance to speak.

MR. J. CARTER: Just a short, serious question.
MR. NOLAN: Yeah!
MR. W.N.ROWE: A short serious question, Mr.

Speaker,and the hon. member expects me to believe .that

in the light of experience.

MR. J. CARTER: Will you be laying out alternatives

(inaudible) .
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MR. W. ROWE: Yes,we will, Sir, after the next election
and léa&ing up to the next election when our policies are made
_out to the people of the Province,we will bave alternatives and
we will be laying out some today. But if the hon. member wants

us to take over the government all he has to do is persuade

ais Premijer, if he can ever see him, to call an election.

MR. WHITE: Any day. We will do a better job.

MR. W. ROWE: Any time. Any time.

MR. NOLAN: The jig is up,;Johng boy.

MR. J. CARTER: .1 am serious.

MR. W, ROVWE: . And I am serious.

MR. J. CARTER: Alternative proposals (inaudible).

Mﬁ. W. ROWE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, alternative proposals

will be presentéd at the right time and in the right place.

MR. RIDEOUT: Just like the Crosbie said when they asked him in Ottawa.
Sﬂk; W. ROWE: What did they say to him?

MR. RIDEOUT: They said exactly the same thing that you

just said. '

‘MR. W. POWE: Exactly. If the hon. member wants me to be

. the government or represent the government, we on this side to

represent the government, come on over with his proposals.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NOLAN: Crosbie is his buddy, sure.
AN HON. MEMBER: What is the right place? Did you find the

right place -

MR. NOLAN: No. God no.

MR. DINN: Ask Crosbie. Let Crosbie answer your question.
AN HON. MEMBER: . When are you going to do it?

MR. W. ROWE: It will be done, Mr. Speaker. It will be done.

Some of it will be done today and in succeeding days, some of
it will be done leading up to the next election and during the

next election and some of it will be done after the election is over.
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MR. f. WHITE: The member for Mount Pearl spoke. He
is not a spectator.
MR. W. ROWE: Oh, Mr. Speaker, there will be no lacking
of sound.and good policies. And it will not be done in this
.way, Mr. Speaker. Any policies that we have which vitally
affect the people of a certain area we will make sure the
people of that area are consulted fully, and the people of
.that area, Sir, will have a chance to have their ideas put
across to the government. They will Be invited to do so.
They will be encouraged to do so. We will not do as the
hon. minister has done, Sir, allow Bill 101 tq'die on the vine,
give ;he impression that the thing is dead and gone and then a year
later revive Bill 50 and ram it through the House and pretend
to the people of this Province and to this urban region they
have had a year to comsult with the government, when Sir,
most of them, most of the councillors have not seen this bill.
MR. NOLAN: I do not know if they offic&ally have it

'

yet . do they?

MR, W. ROWE: Théy probably do not officially have it
yet. ‘

MR. DINN: Did send them your copy? I sent them mine.
MR. NOLAN: I had it copied. But do not forget the

minister's public statement, He was going to send it to them.

Now I am asking you did he?

MR. W. ROWE: He did not at all. He did not.
MR. DINN: Why did you not send it to them?
MR. W. ROWE: He did send it to them. The only reason,

Sir, councils would have it in Conception Bay South, councils

would have it ié because_of the good graces of the hon. member

for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan). And a letter was written

to the paper the other day in which that point was made, A councillor,
a gentleman who signed his name, said, "I would nét.have known to

this moment, Sir, if I had to depend on the government and the

minister, I would not have known what the provisions of Bill 50
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MR. W. ROWE: were. And," he said, "a friendly member
which I" -
MR. N. WINDSOR:" It was not a councillor, by the way.

" MR. W.ROWE: It was not a councillor? Oh,I see. He

goes around now checking, Sir, who writes letters and whether

_he is a councillor or not.

MR. DINN: . (Inaudible) tablé in the House.
MR. W. ROWE: What is_going on now, Sir? What

is the hon. member, Sir, the PC Party black bookkeeper,is he?
Who writes letters to the paper now? Who is a councillor? Who .
1s this? Who is that? Is that what he is doing? He knows

an awful lot about it, Sir.

MR. N. WINDSOR: I just want to get things straight (inaudible).
MR. W. ROWE: Oh,no. He will have an opportunity to speak,

Sir, and we will see what a great piece of oratory we will get

from the hon. member for Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor) now in a moment.

(AN HON. MEMBER:' The Premier is gone. He is acting.

MR. W. ROWE: Oh,he is the hon. Premier today. Well, Sir, that
explains why the intelligence on that side of the House has gone
up from an IQ of fifty to fifty-seven, gone up.

Mr. Speaker, he should have senc.the bill

‘to all the councillors as I mentiomed yesterday and we should

" have had briefing sessions and other interested groups and

parties should have been able to get involved. And as I mentioned
yesterday, Sir, to conclude this pért, this general part of my

few remarks here today, as I méntioned yesterday, Sir, the minister's
attitude, vhether anybody wants it or not they are going to

get it, they are going to have it r;mmed down their throats, it is
going to be rammed through the House. I do not care what anybody

says,they are going to get it. "We know what is best for the people  —

UR. NEARY: . Right.
MR. W. ROWE: - that attitude, Mr. Speaker, has now put the

bill in this kind of a situation where even
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MP. i1, ROWE: if- you started out in favour of Bill 50

and the provisions of Bill 50 yod weuld have to, in 211 conscience
and all principley you would have to take a stand against it,
Mr. Speaker, on principle because of the arrogént way the Till is
being jammed through this House. You.would have to, Sir. The
v"inister has poisoned the atmosphere, has caused, I would say, the
concept of regional government to be set back ten or fifteen years
in this particular area. And the bill will go through, Sir. It
will go through but it will be a hollow victory for the Einiéter
and the Government becausé there will be so many people whc the
¥inister has turned off, Sir, has poisoned, has poizrized, has
forced into a corner to take a position which they might not havé
taken if the thing was done reasonably and in a thoughtful, seﬁsible
and rational manner by the inister of Hunicipal.Affairs.
Sif, he has made his heé row and he has

to lie in itf He seems to welcome scraps. Sir, I do not know if
he is trying to give out the impression that he is a fighter, or that
he is not going to back down, or that he is brave and courageous, or’
what he is trying to do. Let him do that, Sir, on the football field
~cr something.

* fle are tall:ing about pecple here now who
are zoing to be affected by Bill 50 and he should listen to the views
and ideas qf_people in the region, the 200,000 people who are going
to be affected by this bill.
: Now, sir, let us get to the bill itself.
I menticned last night very briefly that the whole attitude and
psychology of the bill is set out in cection 3 which 1is thke first
section in part 1, "Purposes and Application of the Act', where it
mentions that the purpose of this act is to provide a framework for
regional government in a Mcrtheast Avalon region in order to

provide certain municiral services of a regional rature throughout
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IT. VW, ROVE: the region as delegated, as delegated,
‘'r. Cpeaker, not by the House of Assembly, not by the House of
tsserbly, not powers delegated to a regional council by the people's
representatives, the House of Assembly, passed ty way of an act

which contains all the powers and provisions, lir. Speaker. Not that.
Yo, Nr.‘Speaker, the powers and the nature of this regional council
will be such as are delegated to the .regional ccuncil by the
Goverxzment, by the Lieutenant-Governor in COuﬁcil, by the Cabinet,

by the political Cabinet reprgsenting a small portion of the public
opinion of this Province at the moment. They, Sir, will have the
_pover and set the tone and call the tune under this act, and delegage
the powers to this regional council.

MR. J. CARTER: You are against the (inaudible).

M. Y. ROVE: ¥hat 1s the hon. member saying? Would
the Speaker care to give me an interpretation of what he is asking?

Mr. Speaker, the powers of a body,which

is a powerful body and a body which can affect the lives and property
rights and services and so on everywhere is such a huge area, two or
three hundred thousand people, two hundred and fifty thousand people,
shoitld be set out in the billyif that is what the hon. member is
asking me, gnd not tucked away and subject to regulations to be
promulgated bv the Government in secret conclave, no debate or
anthing like that, lir. Speaker, delegate all kinds of powers to

this region. which, in turn, a substantial portion of is actually
appointed by the same Government, I'r. Speaker. If that is what he ‘ 

means, that I am against -

MR. NOLAN: He knows that.
IR, W. RCWE: - that kiad of a procedure and that kind

of a concept when it comes to the setting up of this regional

council, vyes, I am against it.

MR. J. CARTER: The Government can (inaud;ble).
éz&_ji. TCVYE: Yow, i‘r. Speaker, moving on to other

principles of the act, we come to section 4 which says that this act
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MR. V. ROWE: applies throughout the geographic area

governed by the regional council. The act only applies to that
area which is governed by the regional council.

Then moving down to section 7, clause 7
of the bill, it says, 'The boundaries of the region are to be: as
prescribed by order of the Lieutenant Governor--in-Council." Now,
¥r, Speaker, if this is not -the paramount, the apex in contempt for
this House of Assembly, Sir, I would like to know what éossibly it
could be. .

Here I am up debating a bill. LCvery
member of this House will be up at least once, perhaps half a dozen
times befﬁre this debate is over, Sir. And what are we debating?

Ve are debating a regional government, Sir, and the Minister
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MR, W. ROWE: has not even had the courtesy
to let us know what the geographic area is that we are
debating or concerning the area about which we are debating
these incredible powers. Now the member for St. John's
North (Mr. J. Carter) may thiﬁk that is great, may think
that is beautiful, enabling legislation. I think it is

a contempt of this House of Assembly; I think it is a
contempt of the beople who may be concerned in the area,
who |do not know to this moment whether they are going to
be included in this bill or not. 1Is Foxtrap included?

Is Holyrood included? I understand that the hon. the
Minister of Highways is going to have it removed fof
political purposes.

MR. J. CARTER: (Inaudible) ought to be allowed (ipaudible).
MR. W. ROWE: What are you talking about?
Read the bill. Will he read the bill, Mr. Speaker?

HMR. NOLAN: Where is the water coming from?
Who are you going to sell.it to?

MR. W. ROWE: Really, do not show your lack
of knowledge like that. He sﬁould not show his lack of
knowledge, llr. Speaker, in that way, because the people of
St. John's Worth are going to bé very disappointed when
they learn, as they have to learn,  that they have a
member who does not know anything about the bill:

MR. RIDEOQUT: " The minister says they drew it
up, the Tory members.

MR. W. ROWE: ' Yes, that is right. All the
Tory members got together in a secret little meeting and
drew up the bill. They must have left the hon. member out.
Just as he was taken and flung out of the Cabinet, thev
must have thrown him out of that little inner caucus they

had because he is too disruptive, asking idiotic questions
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MR. W. ROVE: . and supplying equally idiotic
answers to his own rhetorical questions.  That is thé
problem with that hon. membe;. But, Sir, he should really
learn. He sthld learn that we are here debating a bill
containing great pqwers,-Mr. Speaker, aﬁd we do not even
know what area the bill is going to cover. Does it
‘extend to Avbndale? Does it extend to Sunnyside? Is the
cut-off point going to be Clarenville? What is 1it?
. MR. NOLAN: The only clue we have 1is
Northeast Avalon.
MR. W. ROWE: The Northeast Avalon. We do
not know, Mr. Speaker, we are here debating a bill and
we do not know the area to wﬁich the bill is going to be
applied. Now 1f that is not the apex in arrogance and
- contempt, Mr. épeaker, there is no such thing, there 1is
nolpossible way of being arrogant or contemptuous. No
wonder Ray Fahey is leading this drive, A man - by the
way, somebody mentioned that he was going CO.be a great
Liberal candidate or something.

MR. NEARY: He was criticized, abused -

#HR. W. ROWE: Sure -he was a P.C. the last

time I heard of him. Maybe he is now, I do not know.

Who cares what politics or political party the man adheres
to? Who cares? The fact is that he is leading a drive
which has right on its side; which is a credible drive,

which is a crusade which has merit and should be listened

to.
"MR. J. CARTER: Rubbish!
HMR. W. ROWE: Rubbish, that is right, because

you see, the utmost in Tory philosophy>is to be contemptuous
of the people. iy colleagues are beginning to understand

that. The people are the lowest form of life, ir. Speaker,
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MR. W. ROWE: . as far as true Tory philosophy
is concerned. The people are the lowest form of life.

If only the hon. member did not have to go :ﬁrough that
tiresome charade every four or five years of getting
himself elected, that is what he says in his own

mind. "if only I could just be member as a result

of birthright.'

MR. ROLAN: Only the ruling classes are
fit to govern.

MR. W. ROWE: That is right. If only, Sir.
Well, I have news for him. He won by 400 votes, I believe,
last time. He 1is going to lose by 2,400 votes this time,
Mr. Speaker, if he has the courage to run in St. John's
North. Why? Bec'ause,.Sir, he shows that he has no
concern along with his colleagues for the views and the
wishes-and the feelings of the people that he seeks to
represent, because if he did, Sir, he would not be making
these asinine comments.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Act applies
to an area designated by the government whenever they see
fit. They do not see fit to tell us what the area is,
mind you, at the présent time. It is going to be Northeast
Avalon. They will probably rename the area from here to
Cape Chidley Northeast Avalon for all I know, by Order in
Council as well, or, Sir, it may only go teﬁ miles outside
the city of S;. John's, I do not know.

HMR. NOLAN: The real danger is, where is the
next spot they are going to hit with so-called regional
government?

MR. . ROWE: Now, Sir, Section 5, which is
another one of the major principles, Mr. Speaker, says,

"except as is necessary for the regional council to exercise
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MR. W. ROWE: the powers granted to it
under or pursuant to this Act, noching'in this Act is to

abridge the powers
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MR. W.N.ROWE:

granted to any municipality or board under the Local Governgent Act
or any commuﬁiti under the Community Councils Act or the city of
St. John's under the City of St. John's Act." That sounds great,
Mr. Speaker, this lcoks as if this regional ;ouncil will go into
place and that the city of St. John's and the community councils
and the Local Improvement . Districts will not havecany of their
powers or rights removed from them, that is what 1t looks like

on the surface, uhtil, Sir, you read ;he first few words in that
section 5,that Clause 5 (i?uexcept as 1is necéssary for the regional
council to ex;rcise the powers granted to it under this act." In
other words, Sir, all of the considerable powera granted to this
local,this couneil, this urban council under this act plus such
powers as may be given to it secretly. -

EHR. J. CARTER: There is nothing to that.

MR. W.N.ROWE: - by the government,the Lieutenant-

Governor in Council,the Cabinet, Mr., Speaker, all those powers

that may be‘secretly given to 1t which wé will not kﬁow it has until it is
proclaimed as having,no debate or anything on it. Mr. Speaker, until
that time the fact of the ﬁacter is 1is that sbmebody has the right
in the regional council of the:government itself to decide what is
necessary for the council to exercise its powers and then of course
they can?do whataver they want to, ride roughshod over any council
in the Wortheast Avalon area.

MR. J. CARTéR: Read clause (25.

MR. W.N. ROWE: Sub-section 2 the hon. member wants
me to read.Oh; that is the great body blow. 'Nothing in this act

is to be interpreted as amending any of the provigions of the Local
Governgent Act, Community_council Act, or as amending any regudation
or by-law of a municipality as made by a municipality pursuing

to the powers granted to it under any of these acts.' So what, Mr.
Speaket? snre that "is overridden. That is overridden by the.one

that precedes it, If the hon. member knew anything about the way
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MR. W.N. ROWE: statutes are going to be incerpre£ed if
this urban regional council determines that something 1is necessary for
it to exercise the powers granted to it under,ggés;;né to~;his act

and puts something into effect, Mr. Speaker, and some council then
had:to go to court in order to claim that it had its act or its by-laws
QVerridden by the regional council, Mr. Speaker, I would be very
surprise& if the'community council would stand much af a chance

against the reglonal council itself. So the hon. member for St. John's
North (Mr. J. Carter) should not console himgelf that in some way

;the councils are protected Sy that particular s%ction. Otherwise what
is the use of section one? What is the use of section one? If the
section reads or is to be intetpreted.as he believes it should besnamely,
that cities and communities and towns are not to be affected by anything
in this act then would he kindly tell us what is the use of section ome?
And any judge,and I do not want to get in the legal argument on it, Mr.
Speaker,.but any judge has to‘in interpteting'QtatuteS'has to give meaning
to sections. He has'co assume that the House of Assembly meant to pass
them for some purpose and the purpose of passing that particular

section 5 (1) is to give the urbanythe council itself? the regional
council overall power, 6vera11 power, Sir, and there is no doubt in

my mind as to what would be declared to be supreme if,as and when

a conflict occurr between the drban region, the urban council itself

and ysay,Outer Cove.

AN_HON. MEMBER: Have a look at section 30.
MR. W.N. ROWE: Oh, yes I am getting to all that. Now,

Mr. Speaker, section six,which contains another one of the important
principles of the act,says, "There is hereby established a region

to be known as the Northeast Ava;on region for such purposes of local
government throughout the region as are delegated to the regional
council by the Lieut;nant—Governor in council or ‘;e;;ouc in his act."
Mr. Speaker, I would say that if everyone in this House put their heads
together for a week or two trying to come up with ways and means

to give this council,and for the government to have the power to give
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MR. W.ﬁ. ROWE: this counéil complete and utter
power over every individual and every council,you would not be

able to come up with a better method of doing it then is shown

in section 6 or clause 6 of this Bill. '"There is hereby established
a region to be known as the Northeast Avalon region for such

purposes of local government
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YR. ¥, POVE: throughout the region as are delegated
to the regional council bty the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council

or set out in this act.' If the powers are not contained in the
act for this regional council then the Lieutenant Governor-in-
Courcil, the Tory Cabinet consisting of such luminaries as the
member for Lonavista South ( ifr. iforgan), for example - What would

you trust him with, Mr. Speaker? What would you trust him with?

¥R. NEARY: " You would trust him with a beer tavern,
I suppose. l

MA. Y. POWE: I do not know.

MR.NEARY: A spruce budworm?

F. W, DOWE: What would you trust him with? You

would not trust him with power over your property and powver over
your civil rights and power ovér whether or not you get services.
Buz, Sir, this act has given the regional council either through
the act itself or through authority given to the Covermment, the
Tory Government, to give this regional council absolute power in
terms of municipal government in this area.
The member for St. Joha's East

¥r. Marshall) knows that is true. And if the City of St. John's
and the regional council were ever in conflict, then the regional
council would be considered to be supreme in power and rights,

Mr. Speaker.

| MR.NOLAN: A sort of a municipal -
¥P., V. POVE: Se that may be good or it may be tad,

hut let us at least call a spade a spade.

'R, S. KEARY: That is the defender of people's rights
vou are talking about overthére’ the hon. member for St. John's
East.

¥R, W. PCYE: Let us tell the truth to the peonle of
St. John's and the regions, the areas, the suburban area and the
rural area. Let us tell them the truth. Let us not try to pull

gigantic red herrings over the whole thing. Let us tell them the
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MT. W. FEQUE: truth.- Is the Tory Cabinet afraid of
the truth so they are going to ram this through hecping that nobady
sees the truth? Well they will kno§ theAtruth, Mr. Spéaker. The
people of the area will know the truth because, Sir, we are goiﬁg'
to “ell them the truth and their own councillors are going to

tell ther the truth and cther persons are going to tell them the
truth.

Now, Mr. Speaker, lest there be any
doubt about the plan by this Government to give power that this
Covernment ftself wants to exercise,let us turn to clause 9 of the
111l which says that the regional council, this greét,democratic,
regional council is to consist of a chairman and four councillors-
at-large to be appoiated by the Lieutenan£ Governor-in-Council -
which is a fifty-cent way of saying Tory Cabinet. The P.C. Catinet
will have the right to appoint a chairman and éour councillors-at~
large, Five of the fifteeﬁ councillors in this council,.Sir, will
be appointed by the Government, the Government which has the right
to delegate or withhold powers to the council also has the right
to nominate, to name, five of the fifteen, one-tirtird. So you say
one-third, ¥r. Speaker. That is not bad. Two-thirds are going to
te democratically elected, are they? So, therefore, the people’s
rights are going to be protected. Some of the councillors in
any event will be responsive to the people's needs rather than
heing merely the tool and mouthpiece of the Tery Covernment.

Unfortunately, Sir, there are two things
to he said about that. The first regional council which will go
on for a number of months after the bpill is proclaimed by the
Coverament, and they‘will choose the date of the proclamation
when it becomes law, the first regional council, Sir, is to
consist of the chairman and the four councillors appointed under
the sectior I have just read, who are to act as the full regional

~

council until the elected ccuncillors take office and the first
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regional council so appointed is deemed

to he properly constituted notwithstanding the absence of the

elected councillors.

MR.J.CARTER:

MPL Y. ROUE:
“R.NOLAN:
‘¥P. . POVE:

whichk is

Zou do not remember (Inaudible)

Yo, I do not remember, i'r. Speaker.
This is 1978 boy.

I zm prebably in the hon. member's mind,
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MR, W.N. ROVE: a tiny bit askew in my estimation, I am responsible

for Confederatjon toco. I was then in short pants and five years old.

MR. NEARY: What about the tidal wave? Were you responsible for that to
that too?
MR, W.N.ROWE: The tidal wave?l was in utero,as a medical doctor

would say,at that time, the time of the tidal wave so I dare sav I had same
responsibility. I may not even have been in utero. I may have been

something else,as the hon. member says.

MR. F.B. ROWE: .In contemplation.
MR. W.N. ROWE: I may not even have been contemplated but still

responsibility is there, Sir. The hon. member has a different theology.
It used to be unto the third generation, Sir, a man's sins would go on
to the third generation. The hon. member's political theology is it

goes back three generations. You go back. You are resbonsible, Sir,

yourself,
AN LION., MEMBER:  He thinks :you were here before.
MR.W.N, ROWE: That is right. But, Sir, that point has to be made

that there is going to be a period of time during which the five
appointed councillors,including the chairman,constitute the full
regional council and have all the powers under this act and is deemed

to be constituted as the full regional council. That body, Mr. Speaker,
will be the tool,and according to the public statements made by the
chairman to be the willing tool and mouthpiece of this government.

lNow, Mr. Speaker, that i; what is going on and the people should know
that. Point number one aBout this famous council, one-third

is to be appointed by the government. The next point that we have to
remenmber about it, Mr, Speaker, is that a quorum of this council consists
of a majority of the council..Now we assuming an election has taken place, we
are assuming the appointed councillors are there and the other ten
councillors are there as well who have been elected by various ways. So
what is a quorum? A quorum} Mr. Speaker, is a majority of those,which
is eight out of the fifteen. That quorum by a majority vote can decide
all the questions which need be decided under the very great powers

given to the council under this bill, Which means, Sir, that five out
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MR, Q.U. ROWE : of the eight can exercise all the powers if there is

a quérum there of eight, five out of the eight can exercise all the

powers of this act aﬁd it is therefore possible, Sir, in theory and I

would say in practise it will be realized it is possible for the five
appointed members,appointed by that hon. minister, and if one would

noﬁ trust the hon. Minister of Tourism with too many of one's responsibilities
I would say that the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs is not all that

responsible as well.

MR. MORGAN : . (Inaudible).
MR. W.N. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, would you mind telling that, I call him

hon. because that is the procedure and the tradition, Sir, even though
I may mean the opposite I call him hon. HMay I be protected from him
and his discourtesies?
tR. SPEAKER: As all hon. members are aware, CP@Y Nave the right
to speak without interruption.

R, N;N. ROWE : That is right, Sir., As I said earlier,I welcome
interruptions from some members. The hon. member for Exploitg,for
exanple,I would_&elcome that or the hon. member for HMount Pearl but
not that hon. minister, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, so it is quite possiblie in practise fof
tihe decisions to be taken—firsﬁ of all for the first six months they
can all be taken by these appointed councillors who are the tools and
mouthpiece pernaps of the government perhaps and certainly they are
not responsive nor responsible to the elected people and, Sir, for
‘the next time or time in memorial after that it is possible for five
of those councillors when a quorum situation of eight exists for five
the majority of that quorum to be these appointed people. So the whole

point,without bringing it to extremessis that
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MR. W. ROWE:

there should not be any appointéd councillors. 1Is the Speaker

~ making menacing gestures at me or is it my colleague?
YMR.'SPEAKER: No, I am indicating to the hon. gentleman that he is
coming close to drinking coffee in the Chamber.

" MR. W. ROWE: Oh, I see. Okay.

Mr. Speaker, so it is nof too far fetched and
the‘whole idea of having appointed councillors is repulsive and repugnant,
Mr. Speaker, in this day and .age and it only shows once more that there
has to be a feeling of comtempt in the hon. minister and his government
for the people who are to be served by this council, otherwise why would
they not allow elected people to have all the powers under this act?
Cannot trust them, that is the feeling. That is the attitude.

MR. F. ROWE: If they got an automatic majority for six montﬁs and then

it could go a year and a half.

AN HON. MEMBER: . Right,it could go a year and a half.
. MR. W. ROWE: That is right, it could go a yeér and a half. That
is absolutely correct. That is right. So, Mr. Speaker, there is a
contempt for the people that is expressed in this bill mostly, contempt
for the people. People do not know what they want, people do not know
what is good for them according to this minister, and once we ram
down their throats something which they do not know is good for them,
once they have takén their medicine then they will not be permitted
to administer their own affairs. We will do it for them by appointed
people who could be pafty hacks. They could be good. But, Sir, whoever
they are responsible to,as we will see when we come to the payment,
whoever they are responsible to, Mr. Speaker, we do know this that they
will not be responsible to the people in the area because they were not
elected by them and they are under no pressure from people. They are/
responsible to the government and to the government alone.

V Now, Mr. Speaker, why do I say that the appointed
codnci]]ors may be more responsible to the government than to the people

in the area? Well there is a little section here which is section 14 (1)
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MR W. ROWE:
which has a side note to it which says, "Remuneration." What it
- says is this, "The Lieutenant-Governor in Council, the Tory Cabinet
"may- authorize the regional council to pay its chairman, vice
. chairman and the other councillors such annual or other remuneration
as may be contained in the authorizétion."

AN _HON. MEMBER: It does not say how much though.

MR. W. ROWE: No, it'does not say how much, Mr. Speaker, because
the government will decide from time to time how much it is going to
pay the chairman and how much 5t is going to pay the other councillors,
for that matter,which is a bad situation. It is a wrong situation. I
' would say it removes a little bit of the responsibility and maybe'a
great bit of the responsibility of even the elected councillors to have
the government of . the Province as the authority which is going to say
how much they are coing to be paid or not paid. But aside from the
“elected councillors;T would assume that they would be more amenable
to representations and pressures from the péople they were elected to
A represent. But the appointed councillors, Mr. Speaker, the chairman
and the otﬁer appointed councillors, Sir, are going to have the power
of the purée held over their heads and the government will whip them
into line if necessary by taking away an authorization or pushing
ahead an authorization. Be good 1ittle boys now and we will up your
" remuneration or pay; take a line which is contrary to the government
“ line, thé P.C. Government line and we will down your remuneration.
Now, Mr. Speaker, it is as brutally blunt as that.
And people should remember that it is as brutally blunt as that. And
further, Mr. Speaker, section 15 (1). If because for some reason of
the poisoned atmosphere created by this minister and this government in
the way they are bringing this act through the House, pushing this bill
through the House, Sir, if section 15 should come into playsfor example,
"'where in an election or by-election for the regional council no candidates
or an insufficient number of candidates are nominated or fewer persons

are elected as councillors then the number provided for in the act, then
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MR. W. ROVE:
the minister may appoint such councillors as may be necessary to bring
the number up to the number provided for fn the act.’

I do not care, Mr. Speaker, if it is the same
as the man in the moon. I do not care, Mr. Speéker, if it is the
samé as regulations and promulgations put out by Adolph Hitler in
1939. We are debating this bill and whetﬁer this bill is satisfactory
for the purposes .or not. The hon. minister said yesterday that the
Local Government Act contains so much junk and stuff .that it was totally
unacceptable. But , Sir, I am talking about more than criticizing

this particular section in itself which if it stood by itself



June 20, 1978 Tape 4656 EC - 1

HR. W. ROWE: would not be amenable to
criticism or conducive to criticism. What I am saying,
Sir,lis that the cumulative effect of ;11 these powers
of the minister and the Lieutenant-Governor in Council
with regard to remuneration, with regard tb delegated
legislation and the making of regulations, with regard
to the appointment of the chairman, who,;by the way,
will be by far the most important official here, he
will be the man who will lead the council, a man from
whom the other councillors will undoubtedly take their
lead, these counc{llors, these five who are to be
appointed by the government, Sirf And the powers which
the government can give the council and the powers to
pay or not pay the council, all of these powers,
Mr. Speaker,- and the people of the district concerned
should know this - all of these powers give the regional
council and the government of the Province itself - not
" this House, Mr. Speaker, where it could be debated and
passed or not passed on its merits - but give the
government, the Cabinet, the secret Cabinet and‘this
‘council, Sir, complete and utter control overvthis area
which we do not even know, is undefined, we do not know
what the geographical area is, all we know at this
moment is that there is some vague and nebulous area in
people's minds. The hon. the member for Mant Pearl
(Mr. N. Windsor) who presumably has a town which will bg
"included in this area, cannot tell me what 1s going to be

included in 1t.

HR. N. WINDSOR: Yes I can.

MR. U. ROWE: Well, how come he knows and I do not?
MR. N. WINDSOR: The minister told us yesterday.

MR.. W. ROWE: He did not tell anybody yesterday! 'The minister

told us yesterday!' Will the minister table the defined
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MR. W. ROWE: boundaries? Will he? Yot

interestea enough, Mr. Speaker. 1oo arrogant, too
contemptuous of the people, he will not do 1it.

As if the minister expects us to take his word

on it. Sure the Minister of Forestry told us

he was going to give twenty-four hours notice of the
~time when he was going to start spraying the poison
chemical, matacil,all over the Province. And who has
heard of that, Mr. Speaker? Has the hon. the member

fﬁr Conception Bay South heard one of these announcements?
MR. NOLAN: ' ‘No.

MR. W. ROVE: No, I have seen advertising
caﬁpaigns, "the lowest form of advertising campaign
designed to prop up a programme which cannot stand on its
.own two feet and on its own merits, paid political
advertising. So what is the point? I mean, even if the
minister did say it yesterday in an offhand manner, who
can take that as Gospel truth? ‘Nobody! " Nobody, Sir!

Now, Mr. Speaker, as if that

is not enough, as if the powers which I have already
outlined as belonging to the minister - it might even be
better if the Lieutenant-Governor in Council had some of
these powers - but that minister has a great deal of
power under this Act too, Sir, and as we have seen
yesterday and the days that have gone by, he cannot be
trusted, Mr. Speaker, this Minister of Municipal Affairs,
to exercise these powers in a reasonable method or in a
reasonable manner, because he is likely to get his back up;
pride and honour and macho are likely to come into it.

He is éoing to do it though the heavens may fall,will be
his attitude. But this minister, Sir, has this further
power in Section 17. of the Regional Government Act:
"Notwithstanding any other provision of this or any other
Act," Mr. Speaker, '"where it appears to the minister that

it is expedient to hold an election or a by-election,
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MR. W. ROWE: he may prescribe a day for the
holding of the election or by-election and may appoint a

returning officer to conduct it."

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. W. ROWE: Sure, there should be an election

on a statedterm. So the scenmario that is painted, Mr.Speaker,

is even more repugnant to common sense and to good
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MR. W. ROWE: good principles of democratic municipal

government. The minister not satisfied with appointing five

hacks to do his bidding and the bidding of his own partisan
governnent, finds that he is saddled, Mr. Speaker, with,say,

four or five recalcitrant elected members that he does not like

and will not do his bidding, so all he has to do is exercise

this power. He does not have to go to the government to get

the power, he does not have to céme to this House to get

the power; all he has to do, Mr. Speaker, when he deems it

exﬁedient - and expedient is the right word, politically expedient -
all he has to do, Sir, is prescribe a day for the holding of

an election and try to get some‘mo;e putty-like or more aﬁenable
candidates elected in this urban region. And, Sir, that is perhaps
one of the most repugnant sections of the act, and one which

should be changed, There should be a seﬁ time for elections

or otherwise, Sir, we will have the grave ssuspicion that the govérmment,
which is going to use the powers 15 this act,and the minister.who
gives every indication that he 1s quite capable of it, Mr. Speaket,
quite capable of abusing the powers of that act, quite capable

of it, and who in their ;ight minds would give that hon. minister
that power, Sir? Nobody.

I mentioned earlier, Sir, section 21 and 23,
mentioned the quorum that is necessary. It is a majority of the
councillors and,as I saild earlier, a majority of the majority
which could be five councillors can decide all matters under this
act.

Now, Mr. Speaker, not satisfied with the
immense and enormous powers already given to the government and to
the council under this act, what does section 30 say? Part three

of the act is described, powers, entitled "

powers", prescribed
powers. Section 30 says that the government may by order, Mr. Speaker,

not after debate or after a bill has been passed by this hon. House
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‘R. W. ROWE: after full public debate with the people

having an opportunity to find out what is going on and to

‘make representations, no Sirl!-the government may by order,

which is a secret Cabinet order, and how secret these Cabinet

orders can be was seen in the infamous' Moores-Dobbin contract
where a secret contract and a secret Order ;n Council was passed,
Mr. Speaker, and never saw the light of day until we brogghc

it up here a couple of months ago and got thrown out of the
House for our pains, the only institution in the world where
you are thrown out for telling the truth, How secret these
orders can be, Sir, is seen from the infamous Moores-Dobbin
contract, that attempted rip off of $70 million of public money,
which fortunately was thwarted,I hope,forever, although, Sir,

I would not say we should let dowmn our guard.

MR. PECIFORD: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order.

MR. PECKFORD: On a point of order.

MR. W. ROWE: Oh,the constitutional experf.

MR. PECKFORD: . A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

Leader of the Opposition was just heard to exclaim that this

is the only institution in the world from which you get éxpelled

" for telling the truth. WNow, Mr. Speaker, I have not had time

to check any of the experts on the matter of the Standing Orders
but it would seem to me that that is an awful way to characterize
this institution and I suppose the Chair in some wa;, shape or
fo;m is also implicated in it. I should think thaclon reflection
the hon. the Leader of the Opposition would not want to have

that kind of statement which reflects so negatively, so badly
upon this institution called Parliament, to have it stand
permanently in the record. I would ask Your Homour to provide
some guidance as to whether that kind of statement, casting that
kind ofAreflection upon the House, should be ailowed to stand.
MR. SPEAKER: To that point of order, the hon. Leader of

the Oppositian,
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MR. W, ROWE: It seems to the hon. minister this
and it seems to the hon. minister that -does the hon,

member have a



June 20, 1978, Tape 4658, Page 1 -- apb

MR. W.N.ROWE:
point of order or does he not? You cannot ask the
Chair questions and so on, so I say there is no point of
order.
MR. PECKFORD: I was trying to be fair to
the hon. member.
MR. W.N.ROWE: , Oh, be fair! Let the hon.
member look after himself. And the hon. minister should
look to himself.

Mr. Speaker, I -
MR. SPEAKER: "~ on the matter, I assume that it
was made as a point of order so I shall have to dispose of it.
MR. W.N.ROWE: m He called it a point of order,
Sir, but it was clear after he had mumbled and stumbled
along for five minutes or so that there was no point of
order and that he was groping in the dark, and on a fishing
expedition. There is no point of order, Sir. I said that this is
the only institution where you are thrown out for telling the
truth, and I would repeat that. I feel that I told the
truth and I was thrown out, Sir, for, as Your Honour well
knows, not because what I said was proved to be false, but
because what I said was unparliamentary language and I

refused to withdraw my unparliamentary language.

MR. PECKFORD: That shows your tack.
MR. SPEAKER: ' order, please!
MR. W.N.ROWE: , That is what I did, I refused

to withdraw it and I have not withdrawn it to this day and
I will not withdraw it, Sir, because it was the truth.

And, Sir, I was thrown out of this House for telling the truth.

MR. J. CARTER: Would the member repeat what he
said?

MR. SPEAKER: ) Order, please!

MR. W.N.ROWE: Any time, any place.

MR. SPEAKER: I think, perhaps, I am in a

position to deal with this now. The statement which the
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MR. SPEAKER: hon. gentleman to my left

took exception to and rose on a point of order was,if

not verbatim very close to the allegétion by the hon.
gentleman to my right, the hon. Leader of the Opposition
and that was, "This is the only institution in the world
where a person is expelled for telling the truth."

As hon. members are aware,

and there are references certainly in May to this, that
_it’ is part of the duty of the Chair to see that the
parliamentary institution is not - not criticized, but undermined
or referred to in such a waf‘which would tend to bring it
into disrepute. My interpretation, which is what I have
to go on, is that the hon. gentleman's remarks were that

of criticism of the’government, or of government activity
which oné may or may not agree with. But it was in that
way that I interpreted the remarks rather than in any

other way.

MR. W.N.ROWE: And Your Honour was absolutely
right. Because Your Honour knows that I .anéd my colleagues
on this side of the House have the utmost in respect for
the Speaker of this House. Mr. Speaker, what we do not
have the utmost in respect for is this group which happens
to be opposite us here today.

‘MR. HOUSE: . That is what you were thrown out
for saying.

MR. W.N.ROWE: Because it was the government,
Sir, in an attempt to cover up the - what? - the peccadilloes
of their leader that used brute force to throw me and a
dozen more of us out of the House of Assembly for telling
the truth. They chose to do it, Mr. Speaker, and they will
pay for it at the appropriate time. It was not Youf Honour,
Your Honour merely followed the rules of the Hquse.‘

MR. PECKFORD: 7 (Inaudible) yourself to France
and deserted the whole system (inaudible) in Newfoundland.

What did-you do while you were away?
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. W.N.ROWE: Your Honour, I do not know -
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please.

There should not be interruptions.

MR. W.N.ﬁOWE: No, Sir, there should not be
Because Your Honour is being grossly insulted by the member
for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford). I assume he is referring to
;Yoﬁr Honour when he says somebody left their district and
" went over and spent a year studying. Is that what he is
saying? Because it is a gross insult to Your Honour if it

is and I would ask Your Honour to withdraw it if he meant

Xour Honour. Or maybe he meant me, in which case Your Honour
and I did exactly the same thing, in which case any insﬁlt

to me is an insult to Your Honéut.

MR. PECKFORD: There is strength in numbers.

MR. W.N.ROWE: Yes, thefe is strength in numbers.
The hon. member will find that when he gets about 400 votes

the next time around.

MR. PECKFORD: No, I will not see that.
. MR. W.N.ROWE: All right. Now, if the hon.
Minister. of Energy -

AN HON. MEMBER: The King of Holiday Inn (inaudible).

MR. W.N. ROWE: The King of Holiday Inn? He

should go over again, Sir, with his unholy triumvirate.

AN HON. MEMBER: . (Inaudible).

MR. W.N,.ROWE: Oh, you have not heard that
story? You will, because it is all over the Province.
MR. PECKFORD: We heard some stories, too.

We will tell the hon. member soon.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. PECKFORD: We have stories to tell.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. W.N.ROWE: Tell a few stories.
'MR.FSPEAKER: Order, please!

AN HON. MEMBER: Have we ever got stories.
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. MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
Hon. gentlemen -

MR. W.N.ROWE: ‘Pell a few.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

All hén. members, I wish -
MR. W.N.ROWE: The hon. gentleman cannot
even look me in the eye.

MR. SPEAKER: - Order, pleaseE‘

I would ask all hon. members
to follow the requirements of the Chair that there not be
interruptions. I think one has to use a certain amount

.of judgement and if I have reason to believe that these
interruptions will 1ead to a-deterioratioﬁ of order, then

I think it, is not their volume which is the deciding factor
but,if one wishes, the mood of the House,or however one
wishes to describe it,and it is.part of my duty to endeavour
to prevent disorder before it occurs, a kind of preventive
responsibility and I would ask hon. members now to céase
interrupting.

MR. W.N.ROWE: . Thank you, Sir.
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MR.W.N. ROWE: As 1 intinated earlier,I do not mind interruptions,
Mr., Speaker, but when you get interruptions from that political

basket case that passes as the Minister of Tourism I will not tolerate it,

Sir.

MR, PECKFORD: A point pf orderi Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order.

MR, PECKFORD: The hon. Leader of the Opposition is completely out

of order. I do not think there is anything in the bill under
discussion in principle or in detail which relates to the Minister of
Tourism and the comments by the Leader of the Opposition are
completely and absolutely irrelevant.

MR. SPEAKER: - I will point out obviously the Principle of the bill
before the House is one dealing with urban reorganization and
municipal urban reorganization an& all hon. members remarks should
obviously be directed to that.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. W.N. ROWE: Thank you, Sir. Getting back to the immense and
~Tepugnant powers of Ehis act, Mr. Speaker, any one éf which, I have
mentioned a dozen so far, any one of which should have the act thrown
out holus-bolus and redrafted-with‘new concepts and new ideas, Sir,
but getting back to it, section 30 of the act says that the government
may by order, by order, Mr. Speaker, that means a secret order like
the Dobbin-Moores secret order,secret contract for a rip off of the
public purse. Mr. Speaker, the regional council may have for the
entire region or any portion of the area governed by the regional
council powers in respedt of and it goes down through the powers here,
Mr. Speaker, operation and construction of regional , water supplies,
ogeration pf regional public transport systems, Sir, on and on and on,
any other facility or services of a regional nature. MNow, Sir, what

I find repugnant about that is that this government itself can dream
up the powers that this regional council may have and may give the

regional council these powers without any debate, without any questions

asked of the people of the province or tie area concerned, no thought
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ﬂR. W.N, ROWE: for that, ir. Speaker. The government may by secret
order like the infamous Moores-Dobbin secret order to construcf a
$70 million office building with $20 million built in profit for
the Premier's best friend, Craig Dobbin, like that secret order, Sir,
" they can pass secret orders in respect of this tegionél government
and that I find repugnant, Sir. There should be some examination.of
powers which are passed over to regional councils, powers which may
be exercised over councils or over individuals. Tﬁefe should be some
scrutiny and some examination. Now the scrutiny and examination that
would normally obtain would be that the people who are to exercise the
powers ;re to be elected by the people in the area concerned but we
do not have that protection in this case. We have a very substantial
portion of the regiomal council which maybe the hand-picked instruments
and tools and mouthpieces of this administration, Mr, Speaker, and
that I find repugnant and I am sure wy hon. colleagues find it
repugnant as well.

tow, 1l{r. Speaker, just listen to this beaut, just
listen to this, Mr. Speaker. Section 32 of this famous bill states
Athat in an order made under the section, a secret ordér that is made
under this section which I mentiored to you earlier, Sir, the government
may authorize the regional council to acquire by agreement any of the
property of a municipality within the region. What region? We do
not know what region, Mr. Speaker. The government will tell us when
it deigns to tell, condescends to tell us,they will tell us what
region.
MR. HOLAN: They will not tell you. It will be designated and it will
be described as it has in the past -

MR. HEARY: Published in the Newfoundland Gazette and nobody will -

MR, W.N. ROWE{ That is the first time we will have heard of it.

Yo discussion, no debate, no consultation of any kind:

MR. NEARY: How wany ordinary people subscribe to the Newfoundland Gazette,
I wonder?

MR, W.l. ROWE: But in any event, Sir, the council under an order, a
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}ﬁ. W.. ROWE: secret order made like the Moqres—Dobbin order, for
example,and we know ho& bad that one was, the government can by secret
order authorize this regional council which consists in large measure

of appointed people by this government, may authorize that council to
acquire by agreement any of the property of a municipality within the
non-existant region that nobody knows anything about. WNow, Sir,'by
agreement-that sounds good, does it not? Everyone i; going to be cozy,
everyone is going to agrée and so on, there are going to be no disputes
except for a section 33 where the regional council is unable to conclude
an agreement with the municiéality whether it is the City of St. John's

or the town of Holyrood
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MR. W. ROWE:

or the town of Mount Pearl or_Paradise or anception Bay Sduth, Portugal

Cove headed up by a superb mayor who the minister yesterday tried to
characterize in a partisan way. That is how - I was going to say

scummy, Sir, but that is probably unparliamentary. That is how contemptible,
contemptuous and arrogant this hon. minister is. This méyor, lady

mayor who was elected by the people of the area, he tried to characterize

here yesterday as being somehowpartisan, having motivations which

were politically partisan. That is what he is like, Sir.

AN HON. MEMBER: The same way with Fahey.

“Mﬁ..W;IRbWE:' Fahey the same vay.

"MR;TNEARY: What about the mayor of Mount Pear1? Mhere does

he fit in all this?

MR. W. ROWE: ~Oh,he was part of the slate that was wiped out. He
managed to get elected. . _

Now, Mr. Speaker, where the regional council is
unable to conclude an agreeﬁent with the municipality, whichever
munfcipa]ity it may be, following thelsecret order given by the
government,the government may authorize the regional council to
acquire the property by notice. A1l right. If you cannot reach
any agreement by the secret‘order,having béing authorized by secret
order, then the government may go further. It may give you another
secret order to acquire the property by notice, not by agreement
but by notice. Now following that order given to the regional

~council by the government to its hacks and so on,the regional council
shall give a wrigten notice to the municipality setting out the
property to be acquired by it and thirty days after the sending of
that notice the-property set out in the notice vests, becomes the
property, absolutely, Mr. Speaker, of the regional council. That
is what is in the act, Sir.

Now surely the municipality, surely the city of
St. John's or the town of Mount Pearl or some other town, Sir, is
going to be compensated for this outright takeover of municipal property

by notice - not by agreement, not by consultation or anything,but by
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MR. W. ROWE:

notice given to the council. We hear about thirty days hence we the
regional council constitued in large measure by P.C. Party government
appointments are going to take over this piece of property which belonged
to you and which the taxpayers in your town or community or city paid
for.  We are going to take it over. So naturally the municipality is
going to be compensated for that, right? »

ANHON. MEMBER:  You would think so.

'Mﬁi‘wl kdwtf Would they not? They are going to be compensated for
it; Sir. Wait a second though. Section 33 (3), "Where property is
acquired under this section or section 32 no compensation is to be paid
to the municipality and a]f the Tiabilities and obligations associated
with the property shall be assumed by the regional council."

Now, Mr. Speaker, Your Honour represents a district
in St. John's and the environs of St. John's and there are other hon.
mémbers and ministers who represent areas of St.-John's. How in the
name of justice can this éovernment arrive at a situation where by
unilateral action- it will secretly give an order to fhe regioﬁa]

" council consisting,as I say,largely of government appointees, give
them an order to acquire property. It could be the whole water
system of St. John's. It could be City Hall down there. The regional
council will acquire the property. It could be the municipal park in
Holyrood.

" MR. NQLAN: Not Holyrood,that is sacred territory.

“Mﬁ; W. ROWE: Oh,I see. By political interference that is removed
from it, is it?

MR. NEARY: Ho@ about Bell Island? Is.Bell Island in or out?

MR;'w; ROWE: Is Bell Island in or out of this regional council?

© AN HON. MEMBER:  (Inaudible)

" MR. NEARY: _ No boundaries.

MR W ROWE: _ There are no boundaries. = Where has the minister
beén? Nobody knows. We are up here talking about a regional council
area which does not even exfst and which nobody knows.

MR. NOLAN: But we know Holyrood will not be in.
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MRv. W. ROME: Holyrood is going to be excluded. In the same way
that the Minister of Health by a blatant misuse of political power

" in respect of his own district excepted
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M, T, PONT: tool his district out of this péison
spray programme and provided an additional buffer zone.” That kind
of hlatant misuse of political power, ir. Speaker, we will surely

sce it exercised with regard to this regional council act.

AN HOY. MEUBIR: Bear, hear!
¥p. B, ROVES Everybody knows we are going to see

that. e are only tc see discriminations of the worst order. Ve

are going to see a refusal to exempt the water supply for St. George's
frem the spray programme of this poisonous chemical, matacil. We

are going teo see a refusal to exempt that water supply and we are
going to see the water supply for the town of Gander exempted
unilaterally by the "inister of Health whose district it is. After

every ¥inister in the Covermment had gotten up and said arnd said,

trae

Yo change', the Premier said, Mo change whatsoever’ -

IF.. S. NEARY: Spray the}Liberais but do not spray

the Tories.

IR, W, POWE: Ho; can you trust the Government, ITr.
Speaker? How can vou trust them?

‘Discriminatory, politically partisan
in all its actions, scandal-ridden! How can you trust them? You

.

would not trust them, as I said yesterday, lr. Speakef, with a

two- seater.

The minister of cover-ups.

Yesterday I was more trusting with regard

to the Covernment; I would not have trusted them with a tliree-seater
vesterday, 3ir. Today, after reading the act again last night and

this morning and after seeing what happeneéd in Cander with the

matacil poison spray programme and after reflecting again on the

eight or ten vicious scandals which would have caused any self-respecting
Government to have resigned in disgrace -

YR, S, NEARY: . And the Minister is sitting there as

brazen as you ever sav.
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¥m, W, POWE: Ch, the Minister never reads a report
about suspected arson or anything like that. Oh, no, Mr. Speaker;
- I turn on the radio the other dav and I hear about a building
burning down in St. Lawrence and the first thing I hear is the
C.I.D.,or the R.C.M.P.,-or whoever was investigating it, suspect
arson. That is the first thing I hear, Sir.

¥P. SPEAKER (COLLINS): Order, please!

The hon. member will realize we are
discussing the principle of this particular bill and other matters
might be alluded to in a glancing fashion but not gone into in any
great degree.

Hon. member.
YR. W. ROVE: Yes, Sir, that is right. But what I am
trying to do,as Zour Fonour appreciates,is. show that this Government
should not be trusted with these wide-ranging, enormous powers
contained in this Bill 50 because, Sir, they are guilty of discrimination,
I would say, Sir, with regard to the exercise of powers as we have
seen in Gander. They are guilty of cover-up in some cases and
disclosure in other cases, depending on their whims or the whims of
the Minister of Justice whe conveniéntly does not read some reports
and reads others, or the R.C.M.P. on the direction from the Minister
of Justice . If they are not under direction from the Minister of
Justice let him tell us that they are running wild and running
rampant. I would assume that they are under the direction of the
Minister of Justice when it comes to fireé being investigated and
so on. The R.C.M.P., or the Police, or the Fire Department,
yesterday did not hesitate to say that arson was suspected down
in the Minister's own district of St. Lawrence. Well what about
the Elizabeth Towers fire, Mr. Speaker, where hundreds of people‘s
lives were at risk?

YR, £. NEARY: You can see how incompetent they are.
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YR, 4. HICKAN: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.
¥R, SPFAKZR (COLLINE): Point of order.
TR. A. BICKMAN: 1t was ruled that the hon. gentleman

from Twillingate (*'r. Y. Powe) -

¥R. S. WEARY: You cannot take it.
*

V. A, HICKMAN: Take 1t? 1I. can take it.

¥R, 8. NEARY:' Sit down, bhoy, and take it like a man.
MR. A, BICKMAN: The hon. gentleman has been awfully touchy
in the last few davs. 1If ever I want to see evidence of people not

being able to take it is the hon. gentleman. He is so jumpy.

MF. S. NEARY: Sit down and take it like a man.

MR. A. HICKMAN: This is totally and absolutely out of

order.

MR. SPEAKER (COLLINS): Order, please!

MR. A. HICIG'AM: I would love to defend - I have ro hesitancy

in defending my ministry as ¥inister of Justice. Yone at all. ‘I kave
not read the reports and I have checked and I do not think othe¥
ministers did either including the hon. Leader of the Opposition when
he was acting minister.

M¥P, W, POVE: That {s wrong. If we are going to get

into that, Sir, that is wrong. It is untrue. Now what I was sitting
dovm there for.and what was he up there for a moment ago, Sir?

Was {t on a» point of order, or wvhat? ™as it a speech, or what did

he do?

¥P. S. NEARY: Political -

M. W, ROVE: Is Your Honour going to rule on it, or
what?

YR, SPEAKFR (COLLINS): Order, please!

Again one comes up against thé rule of
relevance and in discussing this bill the rule of relevancy would
require that any arguments be related to the subiects. I would think
" that the Hon. Leader of the 6pposicion is geing te relate his rerarks
to the subject of this issue.

MR.W.ROWE : As I said earlier,
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MR, W. ROWE: ° I would not trust this government, Sir,
with one of the most minor sectiocns of that act, talk about
some of the more major and important and serious sections
giving wide ranging powers, and the reason I would not do it,
Sir, is because the government consists of the likes of the
member for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) for example. I would

not trust that, Sir, with anything.

MR. MORGAN: I do not ~
MR. W. ROWE: And, Mr. Speaker, the government has shown

itself to be capable of covering up certain unpleasant realities,
and the government has shown itself to have itself deeply imﬁersed
in various scandals going throughout the Province. Another
minister implicated yesterday, in sworn testimony. Sir, poor
old Davis over there in BC was ;akeﬁ and flung out, Sir, for
a minor indiscretion. R
MR. -FLIGHT: Talking about $200,

) MR. W. ROWE: . Not this government. The Premier is probably
not even aware of the fact today, God knows where he is!
MR. NEARY: He is non compos mentis wherever he is.
MR. W. ROWE: God know where he is but he is probably
unaware and certainly if he was aware he would be unconcerned
I am sure, about the fact that one of his ministers was implicéted
in sworn testimony before a royal commission of enquiry.

AN HON. MEMBER: Two now. That 1is the second.

MR, W. ROWE: _That. is the second minister ow. And there will

be more probably. But, Sir, the point I am making, and I believe
it is relevant, is that you would not trust this government,

Mr., Speaker, ThHere are individuals in the government whom I

have great respect for.

MR. CALLAN: That 1is true.

MR..W. ROWE: And there are members in the backbenches bn the
other side whom I have great respect for.

MR. CALLAN: Disappointed in but respect for.
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MR. W. ROWE: Oh.disappointed in the fact that they

do not appear to have the courage of their own convictions

and so on.
MR. NEARY: They have no ethics.
MR. W. ROWE: Well,ethics is a strong word. I am thinking

more in terms of they would rather hew to the party line than

stand up for the principles they believe in.

MR. CALLAN: Like the member for St. John's East,
MR, W. ROWE: Yes, right. He would be a prime
example,

MR. CALLAN: Kilbride.

MR, W. ROWE: . He would be an example. Kilbride is

another ekample.

MR. FLIGHT: Harbour Grace.

MR. W. ROWE: But Mr. Speaker, collectively as a government -
MR.. NEARY: Exploits.

MR. W. Rowi: - as a government, Mr. Speaker, you would not

trust them, Your Henour knows that. You would not trust them
with the powers in this act, because you know they are going to

be used in‘a way which will give rise to other scandals. You

know they are going to be used in a way which is discriminatory.
You know there is going to be political partisanship. You. know
that Tory hacks are going to be appointed left right and centre,
wherever they can be jammed in, especilally now that the government
knows it is on the rocks and it is going dowm hill and it is going
to bail out and need to poke in people wherever they can. You know
that, Sir. So apait altogether from the offensiveness and the
repugnant nature of some of these sections, Mr. Speaker, the question
which also has to be asked, gesides the manner and method of
introducing this legislation is would you trust this government
with these wide ranging powers over people's rgghts and properties,
and investment and so on, and municipalities rights and property
that they have accumulated over the years and the answer to that

question, Mr. Speaker, is a resounding no. You would not trust
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MR, W. ROWE: them. You would not trust them. You cannot
trust them. Experience shows that:this government is

incapable or undeserving of trust when it comes to these
matters., We know that.

Where the property of any municipality

is acquired by secret order, given by the government to this
council, Sir; where the property of any municipality, no matter
- how expensive or how valuable the property, no matter, Sir,
about all these things, no compensation will go from this
.regional council to that municipality. That is great, Sir.
That: {3 excellent. Tﬁe provisions relating to expropriation

do not apply to the acqui;ing of property from a municipality.
Under that particular section, Sir, theté is provision for
compensation and for a board of assessors and so on to be

set up. No, Sir, just reach out and grab it, unilaterally

take the property, vest it in the regional council‘and the
municipality so affected and the taxpayers of the municipaii:ies
so affected, Sir, can kick and scream all they like. It makes

no difference. Because legally if we paés this bill we are giving
this government and that minister over :here,vlook at nim, giving:

him a blunt weapon, Sir,
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MR. W. ROWE: a bludgeon, incredible power
over péople's property rights such as, Sir, you would not
give to the person that you respected most in the world,
aot to talk about this. particular government. You would
not give it to that.hon. minister over there who showed
himself yesterday to be on the verge Qf.hysteria if_not
actually past that point, a minister screaming.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, do the
government have enough povers yet or does the regional
council have enough powers yet? No, Mr. Speéker, not
yet. Section 34 pokes in another little thing called
'regulations', one of the several occasions where that
might occur where an ordervis made under Section 30,
that is the secret order made by the government giving
the regional council power to do certain things, take
over property and run water'and sewer systems and so on.

- just take them over andvrun them and so on. Where an
order is made by the government to do that, the regional
council may, subject to the approval of that same miﬁister
over there, Mr. Speaker, whoﬁ you would not trust‘with a
teddy bear, that minister has the power to make regulations
that are necessary to operate, protect and control the
regional facilities. And, Mr. Speaker, listen to this,
again, by secret Order in Council similar to the Moores/
Dobbin rip off order, the<governﬁent may - the minister may,
not even the government - the minister can get down there,
squirrel himself away in his offices “he may approve the
levying of user charges on abmunicipality for regional

" services provided to it by the regional council. See what

I mean, i#r. Speaker? The minister will actualiy go out
publicly and he will say, 'There will be no increases in

taxation to any individual or to any municipality as a
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MR, W. ROWE: result of this Act.' He will
say tha}, Mr. Speaker. I characterize that as untrue.
There is a better word for it, a shorter word for it.

I characterize it as untrue because it is unparliamentary
to say what it really is. ECverybody knows what it really
is. The fact of the matter 1s that this regional council
will charge, having got approval fromvthat hon. minister
who has shown himself capable of‘doing anything and
everything, the regional council will charge a user charge
to a ﬁunicipality and that municipality has to come up with
that money énd then they will be forced to raise taxes or
to deprive people in the mﬁnicipality of various facilities
that they might have been promised beforehand. ©No talk
about consultation or anytﬁing like that. ©No, the minister,
secretly, and the council consisting of a number of his ‘
buddies and friends whom he has seen appointed to the
council will charge this user charge. It does not say how
nuch the user charge will be or whether there is any way
that the thing can be'a;bitra:ed or anything like that.

No, Mr. Speaker, just lay on the user chargey, the user
charge which the Minister of Transportation and some other
hon. ministers concerning whom it is beneath my dignity to
even grace by mentioning, have come out publicly and stated
are not proper user charges. Ministers have come oQt and
stated that it is not right to have user charges for
services with regard to, for example, railways and boats
and this sort of thing. No user charges, Mr. 3peaker, yet
here 1s this government in a typical hypocritical move,

the thing that they have condemned in Ottawa, which Ottawa
has not implemented and will not, but which they have seen
fit for political purposes to condemn, this government is

busily implementing in its own legislation, Sir, a user
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MR. W. ROWE: charge on a municipality for
regional services provided to it. I am not saying that

a municipality or people-who have the use of public

services should not in some way contribute

3
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MR. W.N. ROWE: to the payment of those services
that would seem to be a reasonable think to require., What I am
saying, Sir, is that tﬁis once more is a Blunt weaponya bludgeon
in the hands of this minister which will allow councils,
democratically elected by theilr people-which will force,rather, .
) allow,which will force councils democratically elected by
the people to charge additional taxes and rates and everything
to meet the cost of paying user charges enforced on those
municipalities and forced on those mmicipalities wunilaterally,
Mr. Speaker, not by consultation,unilaterally forced on them
by this regional council and by the minister concerned.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the minister
should tell the people that.He should not keep that from the people.
He should not let the people wallow around in deception,self-
deception or otherwise. He should not come out and say that there
will be no further expenses or no expenses on the municipalities or people

as a result of this act. He should tell the people the truth —

MR. NOLAN: Or the member f@t St. John's North.
MR. W.N. ROWE: - not untruths. Tell them the truth and if

the truth ~ or as the Tory political philosophy when you are doing
which they determine to be in the best interest of the people Qithout
consulting the people,"the thing to do, Sir, is to tell _them lies -~

MR, S. WEARY: . They want the regional council to do
the dirty work.

MR. W.N. ROWE: } What you do is you tell the people lies,
thé same philosophy which used to prevail with regard to children

before some one got the idea that perhaps you should tell children

‘the truth too that you tell the lies,"take this medicine,it 1s going to
taste nice® or hide it.
MR. S. NEARY:

Or if you do not behave yourself, the member for St.

John's East (Mr. Marshall) will take you away.
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MR. W.N. ROWE: The 'Boogie Man' theory of discipline.
MR. SIﬁMONS: The Boogie man. They are coming to take
‘him avay. -

MR. W.N. ROWE:" Th~e member for St. John's East will

take you away.l have never seen a child who was not goodened up
immediately with that threat, Mr. Speaker. The hon. member for St.
John's ‘East is coming to take you away. Mr. Speaker, but the point

is this that the Tory philosophy appears ,to be treat the electorate

as people used to,in a misguided way, treat children.

" MR. SIMMONS: What a character.
MR. W.N. ROWE: Tell them lies to try to get the

children to do things. Tell them lies. Tell them,no,this castor
oil tastes.good." Tell them that.

" MR. S. NEARY: Hold your nose and open your mouth
and force it down. I

MR. W.N. ROWE: Force it down. Tell them lies.

The Tory philosophy seems to be tell the people lies tell them there

will be no taxesy Mr. Speaker, as a result of this bill.

MR. SIMMONS: C.0. Marshall, castor oil Marshall.
MR. W. N. ROWE: Boogie man.

MR. SIMMONS: Boogie man.Marshall.

MR. W.N. ROWE: B.M. Bill Marshall, Boogie Man.

MR. SIMMONS: The childish meeting a child.

r:m.. W.N. ROVWE: . Mr. Speaker, the.point =~ Oh,vlook at

the member for St. John's East back from a good day practicing law,

going to lounge around the House now for a half an hour.

MR. S. NERRY: Slumming for a half an hour or so.
MR. W.N. ROWE: .. Lounge around the House. The office

closed there about quarter after five,I suppose.
MR. SIMMONS: He has come down from the mountains,
come down from the mountains for a few minutes.

MR. W.N. ROWE: "Newfoundland Minister Quits over

Building Rental." "William Marshall said Monday he quit the Yewfoundland
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MR. W.N. ROWE: Cabinet in a dispute with Premier

Moores over an agreement by the government to pay $900,000 annually

for rental of business - "Wlell, what a turnaround!
MR. SIMMONS: that else did he support?
MR. W.N, ROWE: And he supported the disreputable,

notorious, infamous Moores/Dobbin rip-off Order in Council and
contract.

MR. STRACHAN: The building that was not there.
"MR. FLIGHT: The building was not there.

MR. STRACHAN: The building was not there.

MR. H.N. ROWE: : Could not see it. Everything is all
right, Sir; the fact that this Order in Council was passed and the
contract was signéd by the Premier in the Premier's own name; own
handwriting, that is all abrogated by the fact that they never got
around to executing their scheme to rip-off. Luckily they were
thwarted, Mr. Spemker. But, Mr. Speaker the Tory philosophy

should change.

MR. MORCAN: . (Inaudible)
MR, SIMMONS: The Beer Barn hurps again.
MR. W.N. ROWE: It should not be, Mr. Speaker, tell

the people the 200,000 pcople in the urban areas concerned lies,
. which is the present Tory philosophy apparently telling them that
there is going to be no taxes and no increases in monies to ke paid
by municipalities or individuals. We should not tell.them this Tory
philosophy should change, Sir, it should not be a philosophy of the

big lie.
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MR. W. ROWE:

It should be a philosophy of telling the people the truth. And if
people do 'not want to live with the brutal reality of this bill or

some other bill and therefore revolt the government and make the government
know what the situation is, then I would suspect, Sir, that the
‘government may be on a sticky wicket and perhaps should rethink the
bi11 and bring in something which may be more acceptable. But no,

Mr. Speaker, the Tory philosophy besides being one of tell the people
1ies, tell them that castor oil tastes good to get it down. Remember
Sir, you only tell the people that once before they realize that the
jig is up and they will not believe the government any more. The
credability of the government is lost. Tell them the truth, Sir.

Tell them that taxes will go up. Tell them that municipalities will be
forced to pay mdre money. Tell them that individuals will be forced

to pay more taxgs and municipalities will be forced to pay money to the
regional council and that the government will berhaps have to pay money
out as well to sustain another level of bureaucracy. And if another
level of bureaucracy is not to be paid for by the government,it will
have to be paid for by the people concerned there by way of increased
taxes and user charges. '

Why does not the member for St. John's North (Mr.

J. Carter) and the member for Mount Pearl's Arena (Mr. N. Windsor) and
_the member for St. John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey), why do they not
tell the people that and then see if the people want it? Tell the
people the truth about this bill.

AN HON. MEMBER: We are tel]iég the truth.

MR. W. ROWE: Ah, yes, Mr. Spéaker. They are telling them the

truth all riaht.
MR, HICkE&: I am surprised at (inaudible).

MR. ¥W. ROWE: I am suggesting that the hon. minister and his colleagues
should tell the people .the truth.

MR. ﬁiCKEY: I am telling my constituents the truth.

MR. W. ROWE: _  Are you?

MR. SIMMONS: The whole truth? The whole truth?
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‘MR. W. ROWE: If the truth ever comes odt‘about fhe hon. member

he will be -

" "MR. NEARY: Torbay, Flatrock, Pouch Cove, Portugal Cove, Torbay,

Flatrock, Pouch Cove, they all should be told the truth.

MR. W. ROWE: . They should be to1d the truth and the truth is

that there is going to be an increase in taxes or taxes are going to
be imposed where they are not now. Theré is going to be an increase
in taxes and that municipalities are going to be paying user charges
under section 34 as a result of approval by this government, by that
hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs. They are going to be paying
user -charges for regional services provided through it by the regional

council. That is the truth.

: MR;’HICKEY:-. _ (Inaudible) told them that in municipalities

(inaudible) taxes (inaudible).

MR; FLIGHT: Nothing in some cases.

‘MR. W. ROWE: Yes,that is right. But the hon. minister has said

that there will be no increase in taxes by the municipalities concerned
or by the regional council as a result of this bill. Well that is not
true. No, Sir, that is not true, MR. Speaker. That is a falsehood

and the minister should tell the people the truth.

‘MR. N. WINDSOR: Well,back it up with facts (inaudible).

MR. W. ROWE: Listen to that, The Mount Pearl Arena, Sir, Y€
will hear the facts on that now later on.

AN HON.. MEMBER:  (Inaudible)

MR. W. ROWE: Oh the hon. member for -

" MR. SIMMONS: More of a promise than a threat I assure you.

'MR._W. ROWE: Yes ythat is right, Sir. Rather a fact more than

a promise.

"AN. HON. MEMBER: There is a lot of hot air.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, pieasei Order, please:

MR. W. ROWE: The Tory philosophy of lie to the people for their

own good, Sir, should be abandoned in favour. of a more progressive
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MR. W. ROWE:
philosophy of government . It should be, Sir.
Now, Mr. Speaker, moving on to another subject,
and I am sure 'my hon. colleagues will raise these points again in
order to make sure there is proper - Mr. Speaker, may I have the
protection of the Chair. There<seem§ to be harrassment from what passes
as an hon. minister.
" MR. SPEAKER: Order, please:
MR. HICKMAN:

- Mr. Speg}gr, on a point of order. 1 thank the hon. the
Leaggr of the Opposition for drawing to the Chair's attention the behavinuf

of his colleague,the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.

AN HON. MEMBER: And the Minister of Tourism.
“'MR: " HICKMAN: (Inaudible) definition.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order. Certainly,

Mr. Speaker, I am always grateful when my colleague draws Mr. Speaker's
attention to my usual brilliant performance in this House. I was
actually distracted by the member for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan)

and I was drawing to his attention something that his colleague

- from Harbour Grace (Mr.Yang) said about him being publicity hungry

but I realize it is not the place to do it and I apologize to the

House and I will do it elsewhere. I am sorry.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

I do not think that I will be required to undertake
any research on this point or to reserve a decision. Hon. members
shou?d not interrupt and should not converse back and forth when
somebody else is speaking. I am not speaking now about interrupting
the person who is speaking but carrying on an independant conversqtién
while someone else is speaking.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

\MR.'W. ROWE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
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MR. w.N.ﬁOWE: section 41 Sf the act refers

to a right of entry that the regional council has. "Whenever
it appears necessary in the eyes of the regional council

the chairman or an employee of the regional council may

enter upon public or private land at reasonable times

and they may entér structures upon the land."

Enter structures upon public
or private land, Mr. Speaker! Mr. Speaker, do you under-
stand what I am saying? This council is given the power
through its chairman to allow the chairman,or any employee
of the regional council authorized by the chairman, to
enter upon public or priQate land and enter structures,
structures, Sir, being a private house -

AN HON. MEMBER: Is that something new?

MR, W.N.ROWE: No, it is not something new.
Hitler used to do it,VMuSSCIini used to do it, Stalin used
to do. it, Mr. Speaker. There is nothing new about it. As
a matter-bf fact, Mr. Speaker, it is one of the oldest -

AN HON. MEMBER: Attila the Hun.

MR. W.N.ROWE: _ That is right, Attila the Hun,
the man whom the hon. member for St. John's North (Mr. J.
Carter) admires the political philosophy of. As a matter of
fact, he makes Attila the Hun look left of centre in the

political spectrum.

AN HON. MEMBER: Is that_in the Local Government
Act?
MR. W.N.ROWE: I do not care if it is in the

Local Government Act, or Hitler's acts, or Mussolini's acts,

or Stalin's Proclamation, Sir, or Attila the Hun's, or

St, John's North's proclamations. I do not care what it is

in, What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is that this is an offensive,
repugnant power to lay in the hands of a council, particularly
a council] a great portion of which, a substanfial portion of
which is appointed by this government, by this particular

P.C. administration. ' That is what I am saying. It is a
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MR. W.N.ROWE: repugnant feature to have.

Right of entry to construct
in section 42. "“The employees of the regional cogncil,"
Mr. Speaker, ''The employees of the regional council may
enter upén private lands for the purpose of carrying
“our or effect work"and so on, break up, dig, excavate
pass and repass over, convey material over, lay down
pipes, remove, alter,ehange works, all upon private land.
The employees, Mr. Speaker, can just wander in and do
that.

I do not care whether Attila
the Hun made a reform in the law or not. Maybe Attila
the Hun said, "From now on when employees do that they
are not allowed to carry off wives and jewels and all
that kind of thing, all they are allowed to do is just

l

desecrate the place.'" There may have been a reform.

MR. NOLAN: Burn her down.
MR. W.N.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, what I am saying

is that it is a repugnant feature and I am sure Your Honour

as a man learned in the law and learned in jurisprudential

concepts -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. W.N.ROWE: ‘I am not calling Your Honour a

jurisprude, but merely learned in jurisprudential concepts.
I am saying that Your Honour knows, as does any reasonable
man know, or woman know, that there are certain things which
peopie should not have the unilateral right to do and one

of them is for a gang of employees of the regional council
to wander in on your land or my land at their own whim and
start breaking up, digging up, excavating, opening up the
private land té carry out a job that they may deem necessary.
They should not have the power.

MR. NEARY: He says because it is in tﬁe
Local Government Act it has to be in there. He was going

to change that.
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_MR. W.N.ROWE: The Local Government Act he has

already said is one of the worse pieces of legislation

in the Province.

MR. NOLAN: So he should have changed it
first.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. W.N.ROWE: Oh, Mr. Speaker. Now, Sir,

let us have another look at Tory philosophy. We are talking
about private lands there and the rights of the council and

their employees.

. MR. NEARY: Yes, and he will turn around now

and say that it is in the Local Government Act because we put

it there, just watch!

MR. W.N.ROWE: Do you think he will do that?
MR. DINN: No, I will not do that.
MR. W.N.ROWE: Anyway, Mr. Speaker, I am sure

they will do it. I am sure he will do it, Sir.

What T ém saying, Sir, is that
here we have the regional council with this power with
regard to private land and when we come to public land what
do we hear? "The regional council shall not enter upon,
take up or in any way interfere with any main or secondary
highway for the purpose of laying down or repairing work
bene;th the surface of the highway without the consent in

writing of the Minister of Transportation and Communications.”

MR. NOLAN: Right. o
MR. W.N.ROWE: Now, Sir, that is a reasonable

requirement. But, Sir, the essence of Tory philosophy is
that you cannot do anything with regard to public¢ land unless

land owned by themselves and so on unless you have consent in

writing but you can run roughshod over private land.

MR. NOLAN: Right.
MR. W.N.ROWE: Rampage, Mr. Speaker, tear it

up, dig it up, do whatever you want to,ﬁnilaterally, no

permission required.
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MR. NEARY: You can do that now over the

(Inaudible).

MR. W.N.ROWE: ' Well, that makes it good.
MR. DINN: ' (Inaudible) get the water

systems in.
MR. W.N.ROWE: But there are ways and means

of doing these things.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! _
MR. DINN: Did you look at the plant?
MR. F.B.ROWE: Did I look at the plant? I

have been looking at it for seven years.
MR. W.N.ROWE: Sure, there are ways and means

of doing it.

MR. ‘NEARY: You had no problem in Rose
Blanche.
MR. W.N.ROWE: LaScie had a lovely water system

put in down there, as the hon. member knows, about twenty-

five years ago.
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IR, M ROVE: ) -People co-operate. The regional council
can do all kinds of things, Sir. I do not know if there are any
ecoiogical freaks in the House today; there may be-some other Einds,
environmentalists or ecologists, I do not know. But this regional
council has the right to divert watercourses, Mr. Speaker, unilaterally,
may f1ill up watercecurses. What is a watercourse? Does that include

a brook or a river? ,

AN UON, MEMBED: It might be a golf course.
AN HON, MEMBEP: A swamp.
. ¥P. Y, POVE: A golf course. MNow the Premier is very

familiar. UWet golf course.

Mr. Speaker, the regional council has that
Iind of power. I am not so sure that they should have that kind of
-unilateral power anymore.

Yow, r. Speaker, section Sl_is the greatest
irony and the greatest piece of hyprocrisy- 58, rather - Section 58 is
the greatest piece of hyprocrisy in this whole bill. It refers to the
holding of'plebiscitesqshbject to the approval of the minister the'
‘regional council may by order authorize the holding 6f a plebiscite in
the region for the purpose of determining the views of the electors in
the region on any matter relating to local government in the region."

ar

¥ow. Mr. Speaker, if the Minister believes that this is a2 good piece
of legislaticn and that the concepts as envisaged in this legislation
are good and proper, and need to be breught in, why dces he not

avail himself of the opportunity to test public opinion by way of a

plebiscite?
e, J. NMOLAR: Yeep it under the local government act.
T, W, POFE: We have a provision here for a plebiscite

for the people te speak, for the people to indicate what they want

* by way of regicnal government, if any, and the !"in‘ster has put the

provision in the 1ill, hut he refuses, i'r. Speater, refuses to allow

the exercise cf that provision irn the setting up cf the regicnal -
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government in the first place. iow,

i'r. Speaker, how would you characterize that? %ould you
chiaracterize that, Sir, as hypocrisv? You would not. How would
vou characterize it? The hon. ¥inister - I would savy, would yeu

characterize it
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as a semblance of political cowardice, nog by the minister because he

is no coward but I me;n as a government, Sir, political cowardice. They
are afraid to put this to the tegt of popular opinion because they are
afraid the people will say no. Is that the problem? Frightened,
scared -

AN HON. MEMBER: A leadership convention through a plebisite.

Re W.N. ROWE: A leadership corivention thréugh a plebisite,

Mr. Speaker, or a general election through a plebisite. There may be
two members elected over there,I do not know. The Polls would

indicate we are being kind.

MR.DINK: I will run in St.John's, not

MR. W.N, ROWE: Well,a éorner-boy would run in ét. John's.

HMR. STRACHAN: A townie! KoOWS 3 1ot about Labrader toos

MR. W.N. ROWE: Like the hon. member for St. John's Centre; we will

take him out, blindfold him, twist him around the overpass a couple
of times and then take the blindfold off and he would be three weeks
getting back here, three weeks getting back to his district, trying
to find bhis way.

.h . STRACHAN: Knows a lot about Labrador, been there once, with

a plane coming behind to carry his suitcase.

MR. A.J. MURPHY: I know as much about it as you fellows.
" MR: W.N. ROWE: Pardon? The hon. member for St. Johm's Centre,

is he standing up or not? St. John's Centre, is he standing up? Is
‘he standing? But you are going to retire. The hon. member said ﬁe
was going to retire from the scene. He blew his own political platform.
last time it was give me one more chance because I need-to get another

term for a pension. I mean,now that platform is gone.

MR. A.J. MURPHY: I did not run away from St. John's West to -
MR. W.N. ROWE: Oh yes, and we saw what happened in Twillingate, did

, e not? We saw what-happened in Twillingate.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!- The hon. gentlemen on both sides

should not interrupt and should Lkeep the debate on the subject at hand.

1

The
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MR, W.N. ROWE: That 1is right, Xr. Speaker.
MR. SPLAKER: ] The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR, W.N., ROVE: We certainly shouldyand Twillingate was an example of

plebiscite, a plebiscite was held in Twillingate, Mr. Speaker, not

long ago, December,and as I said earlier the gerrnment was like a

wandering troop of confidence men exposing their tainted wares and

quack medicines to what they thought to be 2 gulliblg public in

Twillingate district - New World Island and Twillingate Island: And,

Sir, they got the back of the hand, the people of the distriét
.'were fed up with them. Now are they afraid that this is going to
ha;pen with a plebisite in the urban reéion under this bill? I would
say they are, Mr. Speaker. .They are frightened to death that the

people of that area will indicate to this govermment what it would

do in an election if it was called, give the government the back of

the nand.

AN HON. MEMBER: . (Inaudible).

MR. W.N. ROWE: Listen to him, silly -
MR.STRACHAN: Thinks he i; clever, éir.

MR. W.N., ROWE: That is really clever, Sir. That is really clever.

Mr. Speaker, there should be a plebiscite held in the urban region if
the minister ever and the government ever gets around to defining
what the region isvand let the people know that. It would be nice
if they told the people whether théy are in the region or not. That
would be good. That would be helpful.

Mr. Speaker, we need a plebscite now and we should
not have this irony, this hypocrisy of putting the plebscitu in the
act aﬁd prohibiting and keeping the people from deciding for themselves
whether they want the form of regional government which is in this
Bill 50. That is hypoecritical, Sir. It is hypocritical and shows again
the contempt which this minister and the government has for the will
of the people and for popular opinion generally. I can understand it,

Sir, but that does not make it right and proper.
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MR. W. ROWE: Yow, Sir, it being five to six I will

say cne or two other matters and then resume the debate
- again tonight. Section 82 I.think is wrong as well and

these are important principles, Sir. They are not matters
which should have been left to a committee or anything because
-they are important principles of the bill, especially as they
give the attitude of the government, the govermment which thinks
it can buy its way into the hearts and minds of the people of
the Province, as they tried down in Twillingate district. And
here we have a situation where the regional council shall

fix the fees to be pald to the members of the Board of Assessors
which is set up in order to try to make sure that people are
reasonably compensated when their land is taken from them by
way of expropriation.

Now, Sir, under the bill the person whose
land is exprqpriéted tas the right to nominate an assessor as
does the regional council and then they get together and
nominate a chaiman.. But the regional council fixes the fees
to be paid to the members of the Board of Assessors and may
.at any time enter into an agreemeﬁt with the members for

the payment to them of a fixed amount for their fees.

MR. HICKMAN: ~ other councils on the -
MR. W. ROWE: Yes,that 18 right and as we said earlier,

Attila the Hun did this and Hitler did that and we can do something
else. .
MR. HICKMAN: - No. Unaer the L§cal Government Act, and

the Whelan Commission Report -

MR. W. ROWE: What I am saying, Sir, 1is that there is a
problem with this kind of thing. Well the Local Govermment

Act was an act which the minister himself characterized as

the worst piece of legislation in the Province and had to

be changed.

MR. HICKMAN: I did not say that at all.
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MR. W. ROWE: Well what did he say?

MR. DINN: I said that there were revisements in it.
MR. W. ROWE: Sure they are working on it now to ftrv to
bring it in as a half decent piece of legislation, because it

is such a poor piece of legislation now.

MR. DINN: More autonomy of the local council.
MR. NOLAN: More autonomy?
MR. HICKMAN: The implementation of the Whelan Commission

Report. Is that not what it is?

MR. W. ROWE: Sir, the problem is that if you have‘the regional
couneil which is expropriating land from private individuals, the
land they take from municipalities they do not- even bother paying
for, there is no problem there. They have gotten rid of that
problem, Sir, with one flourish of the pen. You take property
from a municipal council and you do not even bother paying for

it so you do not need a board of assessors. But if you take
property or laﬁd away from an individiual, a private individual,
then you must set up a board of assessors who will detefmine
whether the price offered is rigﬁt or not and they will in fact

set the price for the land. They will appraise the land,

MR. HICKMAN: Will we call it six o'clock?
A MR. W. ROWE: We will call it Christmas, Sir, if the hon.

member wants to. But, Sir, just to finish this point, the point
is that again there is a grave danger that assessors whose
fees are fixed by a regional council may, Sir, in fact feel somewhat
beholden to the regional councils. So I throw this out as a genuine
suggestion to the governmment, whether it exists in the Expropriation
Aet, the Local Government Act, the Town Council Act, the City of St. John's
Act is irrelevant. All that points out is that the error has been
compounded and followed from act to act. What they should do is
change that and come up with another way to make sure that assessors
are in fact independent of the regicnal council which seeks to pay
the lowest possible price for land which is expropriated or property

expropriated.
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MR, W, ROWE: expropriated.
Mr. Speaker, if the hon. House Leader - there
being two minutes left, if he is willing to call it six o'clock

I move the adjournment of the debate.

MR. HICKMAN: Carry ongboy. I will call it six o'clock when
it -
MR. W. ROWE: Okay. That is all right, Mr. Speaker.-

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, 1 am only suggesting what

has been doné a thousand times before in the House.

MR. HICKMAN: Right. That is right.
MR. RIDEQUT: Call it six o'clock,boy.
R. HICKMAN: If the hon, gentleman will move the adjournment

of the debate and sit down I am sure, Mr. Speaker, will then say,

"I now call it six of the clock.”

MR. MORGAN: He does not know the difference.
AN HON. MEMER: Noyhe does not.
MR. W. ROWE:. Mr. Speaker, by leave of the House Your

Honour cannot call it six o'clock unless by leave of the House.
That is clear. Everyone in the House must agree. If there
is one person who is against it then - but why move the adjournment

of the debate unless I know that there is going to be leave

given.
AN HON. ME'BER: That is right.
MR. W. ROVE: The Speaker to call it six o'clock. The hon.

House Leader, Sir, should really try to get a grip on, control

of his side of the House and not allow by default -

AN HON. MEMBER: sit dowm.
MR. W. ROWE: - procedures to fall into the hands of the

minister, or the member for Green Bay (Mr. Peckford). He is having
a fool made of himself. Sir, if the hon. House Leader will indicate
whether leave will be given on his side. Okay?

AN HON. MEMBER: He could not decide upon the =~
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MR. W. ROWE: Well,leave will be given,will it?

MR. HICKMAN: Yes.

MR, W. ROWE: I move the adjournment,

MR. HICKﬁAN: The hon. Leader of the.Opposition moved

' " the adjournment of the debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: Actually I believe it is now six o'clock.

I leave the Chair until eight this evening.
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TN E AN

ANSWER TO QUERATION nNO. 106 ASKED BY wiii MEMMI FOR LaPOILE
DIRECTED TO TiY HONQURABLE T MINISTERER OF TRANSPORTATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS APPEARING ON ORDER PAPER OF Juir 71TH, 1978.

Mr. Speaker, in answer to Question No. 106 T would like to

supply the House with the following information:

In preparation of the 1977-78 buduct estimates,
officials of the Department of Forestry and Agriculture con-
tactea the Air Services Division of the Department of Trans-
portation and Communications in order to obtain an estimate .
of the cost of purchasing two additional Canso water bombers
to be added to the Province's existing fleet. The Air Services
Division was deemed to have the necessary technical expertise
and experience in this area and had been responsible for the
maintenance and operation of the existing waterxr Bombér fleet.
At that time Air Services Division of the Department of Trans-
portation and Communications advised the oflicials of the
Department of Forestry and Agriculture that their estimate of
the cost of purchasing, converting to watef honber configuration
and renovaﬁions of each aircraft to precise szpecifications to
ensure compatability with the existing water bomber fleet would
be in the vicinity of $900,000. This then was the figure used
by Forestry and Agriculture in preparing its éstimate at that

time.

Follewing approval of the Provincial Covernment énd
the Managemént Committee of the Forestry Subsidiary Agreement
to have the cost of the purchase of the aircraft cost-shared
under the DREE Forestry Subsidiary Agreement, lMorestry and
Agriculture submitted a request to the Government Purchasing
Agency to tender the supply of the two water bombers.  Tenders

were advertised in five local and two mainland papers. The

closing date of the tender was July 28, 1977.

A public tender opening was neld oa July 29, 1977.



Only one tender was received and that was Field Aviation of |,
Toronto and they placed a bid in the amount cf 31,093,006.

The fact that Field Aviation was the only bidder was not
surprising since this company was fully aware of the standards
required by the Province and, in fact, was the only firm in
Canada able to undertake conversion to water bcocmbers. I

uhderstand that Field Aviation has indeed got the patent for

Canada on the conversion process.

Since the amount of'the_tendef had exceeded budget
estimates and in view of the fact that it would take several
months to obtain both Provincial and Federal approval for
additional funds, if was decided then that the f&lloWing

action would be taken:

(i) The purchase, c¢onversion and refurbishing of

one Canso as specified in the tender call.

(ii) The purchase and conversion to water-bhombing
Only of the additional Canso as per items 13

and 14 of the tender specifications.

This much (i) and (ii) above to be funded

from the 1977-78 budget allocation.

(iii) To obtain an option from Field Aviaticn for
the refurbishment of the second Cansc in a
contract for the remaining amount of funds to
be confirmed in the fiscal year 1978-79. This
would permit the extra time to obtain Provincial
and Federal approval to have the extra-funds
covered under the DREE Forestry Subsidiary Agree-
ment. Both the Provincial Government and Field

Aviation were in agreement on these items.

One of the Cansc bombers has been received by the
Department of Forestry and Agriculture as per the terms of the
agreement, and I have been informed that it is in servicable

condition.



The Department of Forestry and 7aviculture has
been authorized by Minute of Council dated March 16, 1978 to
proceed with the completion of theremaining contract to
" refurbish the second Canso. It is expected that this second
aircraft will be ready for this current year's protection

activities.

I attach the Public Notice "Invitation to Tender"
over the signature of E.E. Rowe, Director of Purchases,
Government Purchasing Agency; the report of the Public Tender
opening with the signature of those people who were present:
Governﬁént Purchasing Authority officials, the Department of
Transéortation and Communications' representative, Mf. D.B.
Simmons, and Mr. E.P. Pearcey of Air Services, and a representative
of Field Aviation. I aléo attach copies of the tenders received
from Field Aviation and a copy of the specifications from the
Department of Forestry and Agriculture wﬁich was sent to the
Government Purchasing Agency,signed by the Deputy Minister of
Forestry and Agriculture, and copy of correspondence from the
Deputy Minister of Forestry and Agriculture to the Secretary
of Treasury Board covéring the funding of the aircraft and a
copy. of the specifications for the refurbishing and conversion

of the aircraft.

I have no hesitation in tabling these documents, Mr.

Speaker, as I have checked tho;oughly with the officials of
Forestry and Agriculture, with Intergovernmental Affairs,

with Transportation and Communications, with Treasury Board
and the senior officials of all these Government departments
who were involved, together with the Joint Management Committee
undér the DREE Subsidiary Agreement and they have all assured
me that the proceedings were entirely prower and correct in
every detail. I might say that the members of the Management

Committee of the Subsidiary Agreement Jjoint Federal/Provincial
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who also acted as the Tender Board were:
Mr. J.A. Brennan, Forestry and Agriculture
Mr. A.M. Davis, Dept. of Regional Economic FExpansion
Mr. John Fitzgerald, Intergovernmental Affairs
Dr. W.J. Carroll, Canadian Forestry Service
Mr. Roy Forward, Secretary of the Committee and also an
official of the Department of Forestry
and Agriculture
This board also consulted with other officials with technical
knowledge of the prroposeéd contract. They were:
f”Mr. Lloyd Leland, Chief Inspector, Mir Services Division
,qu. E.P. Pearcey, Director of Air Services
Mr. J.A. Doyle, Director of Forest Protection
The recommendation made to the Director of the Government
Purchasing Agency, through the Deputy Minister of Forestry and Agriculture

was to award the contract to Field Aviation in the manner outlined.



PUBLIC NOTICE [*

INVITATION TO TENDER

.Tenders are inyited for the suppliv of 2 Canso (PBY) aircraft
in Waterbomber coﬁfiguration. Prices duoted to be F.S.T. exempt,
and F.0.B. Aif Services Division, Department of Transportation
and Communications, Hangar #3, St. John's Airport, Newfoundland.
belivery required not latér than Maréh 31, 1978. Specifiéations
8an be obtained by contacting E. P. Pearcey at the above address,
telephone number (709) 754-0670.

Tenders in sealed envelopes and marked ﬁTender for Canso
Aircraft; Tender No. F. § A. 276, Closing Date July 28, 1877",
addressed to the Government Purchasing Agency, Ayre's HomevCentré,
Pippy Place, St. John's, will be received up to 4:00 p.m., Newfound-
land Daylight Savings Time, July 28, 1977, and will be publicly‘
opened 11:00 a.m., July 29, 1977, at the Government Purchasing
Agency, Ayre's Home Centre, Pippy Place, St. John's.

Tenders will be accepted for eitﬁer both or separately. The

lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

E. E. ROWE
DIRECTOR OF PURCHASES
GOVT. PURCHASING AGENCY
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FIELD AVIATION COMPANY LIMITED

Toronto ‘nternational Airport P.O. Box 6023 Toronto A M.F. Ont. L5P 1B9
Telephone: (416) 676-9030 Telex: 06-968530

Aircraflt Snles » Service » Engineering e },\wr‘)l\mq I arts

e r x\'
-,

Toronto - Calgary - Montreal - Ottawa - Vancouver Buttoqvmlle ,\
[ igﬁ‘.;\\gl1.ﬂg;ﬁ GDT/TOR
i ARV S 27 Jul.77
W e 1
TENDER F & A 276’;:x3JJ:¢aﬂC#QgQQL’

Ny S . o ‘.(\

Supply of Canso Aircraft fojl'] RN

Air Services Division
Department of Transportation & Communications
Government of Newfoundland and lLabrador

~Aircraft "A"
Make: : Consolidated Vultee PBY-5A
Total airfréme time: 5,112 hours
Engines (R1830-92): Not to exceed 820 hours per side

since last overhaul
Propeliors (HS23E50-473/ _
- 6U77A-0: ' Left 1,071 hours T.S.0.
Right 852 hours T.S.0.

(A1l times are quoted f.a.f. Calgary following aircraft overhaul
and conversuon )

1. The aircraft will be overhauled, converted and certified to
the standards and in accordance with the specification dated 30th
June 1977, a copy of which is attached, with the exception of Item
39 (seats) which cannot now be certified.. This aircraft has the

following seat configuration.which is offered in lieu of ltem 39:-

Sta 2 - & : 4 Double Payloader Seats

Sta 5 - 6 : 2 Double Payloader Seats
2 Single Seats

Sta 6 - 7 : 2 Bench Type Seats (3 man).



Aircraft "A" - cont'd | Page 2

2. The avionics installation specified will carry a full twelve-
month warranty f.o.b. Calgary or manufacturer's plant.

3. Please refer to attached letter GDT/jib/3336 dated 27th July
1977 for further details.

FOR THE SUM OF: $535,000 (Canadian funds)

f.a.f. Calgary, Alberta; excluding all Federal
and Provincial taxes. '

MPANY LIMITED

FIELD Awiéi\

(_;%
By - . e
D)\ Teete; President.

=

Enclosure



FIELD AVIATION COMPANY LIMITED

Toronto International Airport P.O. Box 6023 Toronto A.M.F. Ont. L5P 189
Telephone: (416) 676-9030 Telex: 06-968530 '

\ v A | s
Aircraft Sales » Service o Enqm?mi 14 e/\vumf( o Parts

Toronto - Calgary - Montreal - Ottawa - Va{\corilg Button\nlle
¢

P S [ GDT/TOR
. ,,,\T vm* , 27 Jul.77
g ! e \‘\)‘L/
TENDER F & A 276 O\

- Supply of Canso Aurcraft to:-

Air Services Division
Department of Transportation & Communications
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador

Aircraft "B"
Make: ' Consolidated Vultee PBY-5A
Total airframe time: : 11,350 hours
Engines (R1830-92): Not to exceed 420 hours per side

since last overhaul

Pfopellors: " Not to exceed 1,720 hours per 5|de
since last overhaul

(A1l times are quoted f.a.f. Calgary following aircraft overhaul
and conversion).

1. The aircraft will be overhauled, converted and certified to
" the standards and in accordance with the specification dated 30th

June 1977, a copy of which is attached, with the exception of [tem
" 39 (seats) which cannot now be certified. This aircraft has the

following seat configuration which is offered in lieu of Item 39:-

Sta 2 - 4 3 Bench seats for ten passengers
Sta 5 - 6 : Payloader seats for eight
passengers.

S

Q) 4 .
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2. The avionics installation specified will carry a full twelve-
month warranty f.o.b. Calgary or manufacturer's plant.

3. This aircraft is offered with an S100 Janitrol heater already
installed aft . of Station 7 to which ducting will be provided to the
cockpit to meet the requirements of Specification Item 8. Alternatively
a Janitrol S200 heater installation can be provided in the nose of the
hull for a net increase in.price of $10,000. '

b, Please refer to attached letter GDT/jib/3386 dated 27th July
1977 for further details.

FOR THE SUM OF: $558,000 (Canadian funds)

f.a.f. Calgary, Alberta, excluding all Federal
and Provincial taxes.

——

. D. Teel‘e”p'fegf"dé}{t -
./

Enclosure



DEPARTMENT(NTFORESTRYAAND/VHUCULTURE

CONI'EDERATION BLDG.
,OVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND _ v ST. JOUN'S

AND LABRADOR

August 9, 1977

Mr. V. Young,
Secretary,
Treasury Board.

Subject: Purchase of 2 Canso Water Bombers

The Forestry Subsidiary Agreement has provided for the
purchase of two additional Cansos through an amendment approved
this spring by the Federal Minister, DREE. Unfortunately,
the only bid received was from Field Aviation for $1,093,000
and is $193,000 in excess of the funds budget and requested
in the amended agreement ($900,000).

However, in the Department's approved estilrates, only
$700,000 is allocated for purchase of the additional Cansos
(although $760,000 appears in 1203-04-04, $60,000 was for
estimated carry-over cost of refurbishing an existing Canso.
This carry-over cost was actually $83,200 and the $23,200
shortfall was taken from purchase cost of $700,000). The
reason for the fact that the cost of $900,000 was not budgeted
in the provincial estimates is $200,000 was expected to be spent
in 1976~77 and -the remainder of $700,000 in 1977-78. ©No
progress was made in 1976-77 and by the time that this fact

became clear it was too late to request adjustment in the
1977-78 budget.

The attached letter to the Government Purchasing Agency
outlines our recommendation on the action to be taken.

Treasury Board Authority is requested to transfer the
necessary funds to take this action. This is estimated at
approximately $250,000 - $300,000 depending on the outcome of
the negotiations between General Purchasing Agency and Field
Aviation. Surplus funds are available in subhead 1203-03-04
(Capital Roads) and the transfer is requested to subhead
1203-04-04 (Capital Water DBomber Fleet). Both of these sub-
heads are cost shared 90% - 10% under the subsidiary agreement.

v '
H. M. CLARKE,
Deputy Minister.

JAB:jrb.



DpPARTMENT(NTFORESTRYAAND/KﬂUCULTURH

. CONI'EDERATION BLDG.
SOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND ST. JOIIN'S

AND LABRADOR

August 9, 1977

Mr. E.E. Rowe,
e Director of Purchases,
Government Purchasing Agency.

Re: Tender F & A 276
Acquisition of 2 Canso Water Bombers

The above tender has been discussed and evaluated by the
Management Committee of the Forestry Subsidiary Agreement.
There are a number of problems with awarding this contract which
should be noted:-

1. The estimated cost of this contract was $900,000 based on
discussions held last year with the Director of Air
Services, Mr. E. Pearcey. This was the amount requested
of the Federal Minister of Regional Economic Expansion

- when funds were reallocated within the Forestry Agreement
last year. Since the tender is for $1,093,000, it may
take sceveral months to obtain the Federal Ministers'
approval for the additional funds.

2. Last fall, when the Provincial estimates were being pre-
pared, it was anticipated that $200,000 of the estimated
contract would have been spent in the fiscal year 1976-77,
and the remaining amount of $700,000 would be required in
1977-78. Consequently, only $700,000 is now provided in
the Forestry subhead 1203-04-04.

In light of the two above problems, the following action is
recommended:

1. Government Purchasing Agency, in consultation with Air
Services Division of Transportation and Communications and
the Forestry Branch of Forestry and Agriculture commence
immediate negotiations with Field Aviation, the only hidder
for the supply of 2 Cansos. These negotiations should be
designed to obtain a new contract price for:-

(a) the purchase, conversion and refurbishing of one Canso
as specified in the tender call.

(b) the purchase and conversion to water bomber only of
additional Canso as recommended to the specifications
of Air Services. It may also be useful to try and obtai
an option from Field Aviation for the refurbishing of
the second Canso but a contract be confirmed in the
fiscal year 1978-79. This will permit time for the

.2



Management Committee to'recommend to the Federal Minister
additional funding in the Agreement to complete the re-

furbishing. The advantage of an option will be to prevent
serious escalation of the cost of refurbishing.

(c) An extension of the August 19 speC1f1ed by Field Aviation
should be requested.

2. This Department will request Treasury Board authority to
- proceed as outlined and to request the additional funds above
to $700,000 (estimated at additional $250,000).

NI

- H.. M. CLARKE,
Deputy Minister.

JAZ].jrb.



Two alrcraft arve requived to camply with the following:

.

1.

9

10.
11.
12,

13,
ldﬁ
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

CANSO UNT R BOMRERS Fop

PROVINCE O (HWNFOUNDLALD June 30, 1977

DOT Alrcraft Type Apbroval 24 issue B, (Pof US CAA Listings 2-948
and 1C 785.)

Mose turvet removed and nose modified to semi-clipper or full
clipper bow configuration.

Rear gun blisters revaed and area reskinned, a hinged carzgo

deor to be installed on the port side at the rear cargo
compartment, an escape hatch on the sthd side of the rear cargo
compartment and a hinged loading door on the port side of the
forvard cargo compartment. |

Endinc controls to be relocated from the tower to the cockpit.

Mixture control to be located at top forward face of bulkhead

no., 2.

Aileron trim control to be relocated below instrument panel.

Fuel hooster crossfeed system to he installed.

Individual undercarriaqge wheel selector system to be installed.
Combustion type heater to he ins a]icd for cockpit heat.
Electrically opcrated cowl flap controls to be installed.
Flectrically operated carburetor heat control to be installed.
Overhead escape hatches for both pilot and co-pilot to be installed.
Fuel strainers to be located in tower for easy access, with drain
pan and external drainage provision.

Perial tanker conversion to bhe done per FACL 45628,

Hull stiffeners to be installed per FACL J82147 or equivalent.
Empennaqge to be modificd per CVAC 207150000.

lower wing center section skins sga. S to sta. 11 to be replaced.
Fittings‘to be removed and flush patches installed in lower forward
and aft outer wing skins, sta. 11 te sta. 12.
Fuel Dump Valves to be removed and flush blanking plates installed.

Wing tanks to be cleaned and resealed with PRC 1422 and EC776.



20,

18}

.,
h
.

23.
24,
25.
26.

27.

23.
29.

30.

31.

32,

34.
35.

36.

ALl obsolete wiring, lugs, | lumbing, brackets and attaching hard-
ware including hot wing de-icing system to be removed.
Wing tratling edges to be metallized using .025 2024T3 Alclad

sheet and ANAT70AD rivets. Upper and lower inspection panels to

-

ba installcd.

Centre scetion trailing edge ribs, nos. 2 £ 6 inclusive, to be
reinforced to obviate cracks due to wvibration.

Control surfaces to be covered with Razorback fabric, doped to color.
ALl electrical wiring to be of good quality, free of dotérioration.
All flexible hoses to be new.

Stenl undercarriage attach points to be free of corrosion and newly

“cadmium plated.

Ving and stabilizer attach fittings to be inspected by x-ray or
eddy current and certified free of corrosion and damage.
Airframe to be free of corrosion and significant damage.
Alrcraft exterior to be cleaned and painted with ENDURA polyurcthane
in Government of Newfoundland colours.

Nircraft interior to be cleaned, degreasaed, loose paint removed
and repainted with gray lacquer.

Instrument pancls to be standardized in accordance with FAR Part
25 and Nfld. Government Air Scrvice layout., Center portion of
instrument panel to be modificd for easy-removal. Panels to be
installed with new shock mounts. Fost lights p/N AB970B-2-322,
blue/white, to be.installcd. The vacuum operated directional
gyras are to be replaced by installing 10250 BM Indicators.
Dircct rcadinﬁ cnaine tri-quaggs to be replaced with autosyn dual
pressuroe indication systenm for fuel and o0il pressure and a dual
indicator for oil temperature.

Standardized FACL Communications jack boxes to be installed and
shock mounted. Three Foxtronic isolation amplifiers to he used.
BElectrically operated windshield wipers to be installed.

One Xing KRB85S ADRF System to be installed with KI225-01 indicator
inthrconnoctcd to the Sperry RMI System. ‘

Sparry Cl4A-43 RMI System to be installed with ID250 Indicator's.



37.

g,
39.

40,
41.

T™vo King KX1708 Hav/Comm Suvatems to be installed complete with RC
M1592127 Nav/Comm Antenna and RCA 592131 Dual Coupler. Course -
Sclcctot Indicator KI201C to be installed on co-pilot's side and
KI214 ILS Indicator to be installed on pilot's side.

Mosn door indicating flags to be installed.

- Side facing bush- seats to be installed as follows: One threc place

scat on starboard side of front cargo compartment betwcen stations
3 and 4. 7Two four place sgats, one on cach side-of rear cargo
compartment between stations 5 and 6.

hircraft hull to be free of water leaks.

Mircraft to be ready for delivery to go into service on March 31,

1978.
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.

The House resumed at 8:00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER(Collins): Order, please!

' MR; W.N.ROWE :- . : The adjourned debate, Mr.
Speaker. . '
MR. SPEAKER(Collins) : - The adjourned debate. -The

hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. W.N.ROWE: - Mr.'Speaker, I have said most
of the'things>I want to say at this stage, on the bill.

We will have another opportunity perhaps in second reading -
who knows? - to speak again if any amendments might be
offered by way of amendment to the motion thatvthe bill be
now read a second time.l And certainly during Committee
stage on the bill we will all have an opportunity to go
6vér it clause by clause.

Mr. Speaker{-let me just
conclude, basically.by reiterating what haé been said already,
herg and in another forum as well, namely, that nobody can
reasonably be against a concept of regional management,
management of regional services and faciiities, nobody
can be against the concept of a proper management of
regional facilities but, Mr. Speaker, there are three
problems wrong with Bill 50. One, is the contents of the
bill itself whereby ' anti-democratic procedures are used
and powers are'akrogaﬁed unto himself by the minister and
by the government which can be passed on End will be
delegated to the regional council. Also, the anti-democratic
nature of some of the provisions, Sir, a substantial
portion being appointed rather than elected and the council
itself will continue on for six months, maybe a year and-a-
half, merely consisting of these five appointed councillors
inéluding the chairman. Those types of things, Sir, in the
content of the bill itsglf make it repugnant to memﬁers on
this side of the House and,I am sure,members on the other

side of the House too, if the truth were known.
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MR. W.N.ROWE: And, Sir, as I said earlier '
the concept, a reasonable conceét of regional
government is not translated into action or reasonable action,
or reasonable laws ;n this particular bill, it is a
bill which twists a goqd éonéept,'sir, perverts, as I
said earlier,va good concept into.something which is
highly dangerous, in my view, avmbnstrosity flung together,
apparently, '‘according to the miniéter, by a few Tory M.H.A's
getting together and concoéocting it.

4 He is talking about all the
_consultation he had wiﬁh his own members, he named them
all in the backroom. My hon. friend I am sure did not -
get an invitation. 4

MR. DINN: He never, never asked.

MR. W.N.ROWE: What is this asked, Mr. Speaker?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. W.N.ROWE: - Ah, do not be so foolish.

MR. bINN: The invitation was open to

everyone but he was not there.

MR. W.N.ROWE: " Invitation open to everyone.
What about the councillors, Mr. Speaker, in the outlying
~communities? What were -they supposed to do, dance
attendance on this arrogant,_contemptuéus minister, Mr.
Speakér? Hang. around his office waiting to tell him what
to put in his bill? Or”shéuld there have been some éffqrt
made by the minister and the government to gather
information, get people involved in it? That is what
shoﬁld-have been aone.

But the contents of this Bill,
sir, are repugnant to any standard of regional government
which is acceptable to the people of the Province, the
people of St. John's, the people in the communit;gs. Mr.
Speaker, that is problem number one.

Problem number two, Sir, is

the method, the way Ehat'this bill is being rammed through
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MR. W.N.ROWE: the House. And it is no good
for the minister to stand up and say, Oh well, we with-
drew one last year and put this one in its place and we
have had a year to study it. Ridiculous, Sir! - The
minister and the government should have gotten together,
as I said earlier, with people who are interested in this
and asked them for their own comments and consult with
them and get some ideas f;om them.: Otherﬁise, Mr. Speaker,
how could there be any reasonable input by other people?

No, Sir, it was drafted up in secrecy, in haste, by the
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MR. W. ROWE: look of it, with bad provisions taken over
from the Local Government Act and just jammed into this bill without
any thought being given to the fact that they might have been

bad clauses or bad provisions from the very beginning when they
were in the Local Government Act, so that is the other problem, :
Sit‘__Fi:stthe contents of the bills, render it a repeilentp
document, a repugnant document, the method in which this

govefnment is trying to ram it through, Sir, i{s also repugnant

to many people interested in municipai and regional government

in the area concerned and Sir, finally number three, Sir, the
powers which this bill puts iq the hands of this government and

that minigter, Sir, which might be acceptable in éome cases and
under some govermments but are totally unacceptable vhen &ou desl
with this government which we have before us here today. Tota;ly
unacceptable, Sir, totally Qnacceptable. Becguse, Sir, it is

a government which has shown itself not to be trustworthy when

it comes to the exercise of power, not to be trustworthy when

it comes to keeping its commitments. It is a government, Sir,
which is scandal ridden, scandal ridden, Mr. Speaker, a ) .
government concerning which there are now a hélf dozen

enquiries of ome kind and another, commissions of enquiry -

"MR. NEARY: Not enough judges-in Newfoundland to
handle them all. : *

MR. FLIGHT: A new one every day.

MR. W. ROWE: ' If the judges, Sir, were all to enduite

into what was going on under this government and what has gone
on and what is‘going on, justice would come to a standstill.
You would have to appoint aﬁoiher twenty-five j;dges.

And, Mr. Speaker, a minister, Sir, who
has shown himself, displayed himself to be nét amenable to
reason, not interested in consulting, not interested in the ' . -
‘give and take of'healthy debate either here or elsewhere, Sir,

none of those things, but -a minister, Sir, whose only interest,

11435
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MR. W. ROWE: as far as I can make‘out, is showing
- that he 1s right, proving he is right, raming it through, )

a matter of pride, not afraid of anything, going to ram

this through now, Sir. .It 1s the wrong attitude to take.

And {f the government had any shred of decency left in

this regard, in this major pilece of législation, Mr. Speaker,
this major concept, what it would do is first of all withdraw
this piece of legislation and call‘upon the councillors in the
area and other people who may be interested to give them the
benefit of their experience and their advice and so on, defer
it to the Fall of the'§earf a reasonable‘request by many people,
and in the meantime, Mr. Spéaker, in thé meantime ‘some of the
mémbers opposite should look at some of tﬁe repugnant sections
which I refer to. I Ao not expect that the government will
because it is a partisan govermment, Sir, it is a government
which dotes on being very pértisan; not intereste& iﬁ

the collective wisdom of this House of Assembly. They are a
-partisan government, Sir, purely partisan.~ I do not expect
them to ask for any input from this side in a sort of a private
way, vou know briefs and so on like that, our input will be-
by way of public debate, But Sir, certainly they should appeal
to and encourage other interested councillors and members of
the public to look at some of these sections, and principles
that have been enunciated and which I have shown I believe to
be totally wrong, a wrong way of doing things with regional
government and trv to get some sense ﬁnd rationality put back
into this concept of regional government,

Maybe he will like that. Maybe ghat is '

his philosophy of government. Bring the government down. Make
a name for himself, Sir, in political history. '

AN HON. MEMBER: That would :-be one good service.
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MR. W. ROWE: - His blundering and his getting his back
up and his lack of conciliation and his lack of consultation,
Sir, brings the government down. Maybe that is what he

wants his little nitch in history to be. . - ,

AN HON. MEMBER: To be a hero.
MR. W. ROWE: Mind you that is right. Anybody who

brings this government down, Mr. Speaker, anyone who breaks
the strangle hold the Premier has over the members by
threatening them with an election in which they know they
will be wiped out, anyone who can break that strangle hold
of power would be a hero to'the Newfoundland and.Labrador
people. There is no doubt about that., Maybe that {s the E

little nitch in history, the footnote in history that the

Minister of Municipal Affairs wants
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MR. W..N. ROWE: A little footnote, S%r.
MR:.NEARY; Escaping all of these .scandals, boy -
MR W N: ROWE: Who is that?
‘AN‘HON;ZﬁEMEER: Doody.
'MR; W.tN:'RbWE: ‘ Oh yesiWell,he is an honourable, honest fellow.
'Mﬁ.TﬁEAﬁY} ‘ . He gives straight honest answers.
. MRE‘WIiN:'ﬁbWE: Honourable and honest man.
SOME "HON; 'MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR.:Q;TN;'ROﬁE: Mr. Speaker, we intend, Sir, to debate this

matter strongly and as long as it takes in order to try to beat some
sense into the minister's head and some of his colleagues’ heads concerning .
this pﬁece of 1egis1at{oh. Everybody hefe expects to have at least
one, there may be two opportunities to speak on second reading. " We
intend to dig in on it when the Committee meets to gdo over it clause by
clause because we think that gt is a bad piece ofllegis1ation. It should
not go through. It is the second major piece of legislation which has
originated with this government this session. We have been here
four or five months; Sir, this is the second major piece of 1egislatioﬁ.
The rest of it either originated outsjde and was brought in by the
governmént more or less as a conduit pipe or a messenger or, Mr. Speaker,’
_pure window dressing and useless 1egﬁslation designed merely by the
government to drive up the number on the Order Paper.
AN HON: MEMBER: - (Inaudible).
. MR, W. N; ﬁONE: ' : Because.we were embarrassing them, Mr. Speaker,
by saying that there were only ten or fifteen pieces of legislation .
now.they have got all of the ministers making amendments to The Dog
Act{ and amendments to .The Garbage Co11eéfion Act, and amendments to
this and amendments to that, Mr. Speaker, to drive up the number of
bills on the Order Paper? And there have been only two, Mr. Speaker,
two major pieces of legislation which have originated with this
governmenti ' '
MR. NEARY: The Protection of Animals, the Conversion to Metric,

Change in Name.
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MR. W, N. ROWE: The first one was The Occupational Health and
Safety Act, which the Minister of Energy emasculated, Mr. Speaker,
and réndéred neqr1y useless because he did not have the concern or
the ehergy or the ability or somefhing to méke sure that mines were

included in it.

ANHON: MEMBER: ~  Next to useless.
: MR:‘W£ NE:RbWE: Rendered it useless.
SOMEHON. ‘MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!
“MR;:W;'N;TROﬁE: ' Bring it in -in the one hand and disembowel

it with the other, Fire in one hand, Mr. Speaker, water in the other,

that is this government - that is the 0ccupatfona1 Health and Safety.

Now the government had an opportunity to redéem itself, Sir, by

- bringing'in another piece of legislation embodying a grand concept

for this Province, an novel concept, and a grand concépt, Sir, and

that is the concept of regional government.

And what does it bring in, Sir? ‘A botched piecé of
1egis1atiqn. I went over, I suppose, thirty or forty sections today
AN HON. MEMBER: That is right.

"Mﬁi’ﬁf‘ﬁf'deE: - each one of which embodies<a.princib1e, and each
one of which, Sir, on its own mefits, each one, not.a11 of them together,
but each one of which is enough to make anybody take that legislation
and fling it to one side, and say that it is botched and useless and
wrong, as far aé the contents are concerned and wrong as far as the
method of implementation is concerned, and wrong, Sir, because this

_government is the government which has the powers under the bill and

this government cannot be trusted with these great powers.

Mr. Speaker -
"Aﬂ_ﬂgﬂ.'MEMBER: "Ank" is getting the poison ready to squirt at
you.
MRz‘N}'N}-RdNE:' He is getting ready to jump up is he?
AN_HON;, MEMBER: (Inaudible). )
MR. M. N.ROWE: Well I shall await this with bated breath.
SOME "HON: MEMBERS: Oh, oh" ‘ '
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MR. W. N. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, it can be truly said that this

bii] is not a bill to be lightly put aside, Sir, it is a bf]1 which
should be flung aside with great force because, Sir, it is a bill

which is not right, it is‘a bi1l which does: not embody the good concept
of regional government, it 1is a bill, Sir, which every member of this
House, in its present form, every member of this Hduse, Sir, should vote.

against and call upon the government -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. wﬁ N;:ROWE: It is not.that minister because I think he has

poisoned the atmosphere to too great an extent, but some other

minister of this House, Sir, should be commissioned by the government,

some other ‘minister of the government should be commissioned by the

~government, by the Premier to draft up a sensible piece of 1egis1at§on

. which does bring into effect a regional form of govéfnment, Sir, which

i@ not anti-democratic, which is in fact democratic, a form of government,

Sir, which does not hide away the powers which
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MR. W.N.ROWE: Can be delegated by-the
government to this regional council a propqrtion of
which, or a substantial portion of which will be
appoiﬁted by the government in any event,. Sir.

I ask the government if they
are truly concerned about regional government and‘regional
council, Sir, to withdraw this. legislation, defer it
until the Fall of the yeaxr, or the Spring of hext year
for that matter, and then bring in a aecent piece of

législation which embodies a good concept. Thank you,

Sir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER(Collins) : The hon. member for St. John's
East.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. MARSHALL: : Mr. Speaker, this.is a very

important piece of legislation,probably one of the most
important pieces of legislation to come before the House
this session and much needs to be said about it, much has
" needed to be said about it. I regret to say that after
listening to the hon. Leader of the Opposition for two
and-a-half hours, that‘the same amount needs to be said:

about it now as needed to be said about it when it first

began.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: ' Hear, hear!
MR. MARSHALL: . I feel, Mr. Speaker, that I

‘would have preferred, really, to have heard first the
commenté to be made.by the member for St. John's West

(Dr. Kitchen) in connection with this because I feel that
the hon. member for St. John's West, whom I know will have
done his homework and will have at least read the act,.
will certaihly make references tovthe report on the basis
of which the act is drawn and the other reports which were
so conspiquously absent in the Leader of the Opposition's

speech.
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MR._MARSHALL: As a matter of fact. I have
no doubt that perhaps unfortunately, because of other
circumstances; if the member for ét. John's West does
follow me I shall not be able to bé here because of
other commitments. I vefy much woﬁld like to hear what
the hon. member has said because I think he certainly
will come to grips with the matter. Certainly I would
feel that the hon. member,‘héving'had experience before
in another party, must be foundly embarrassed with the
‘performance of his leader. To quote sayings I have heard
him say before, I can sum it up in one of his most
immortal. phrases that I used to hear from time.to time
when he wanted to put disapproval on somefhing,FTog

foolish! Too foolish for words!:

MR. J. CARTER: " That is right!
MR. MARSHALL: And that really sums up the

speech of the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. J. CARTER: Too foolish to talk about.
MR. MARSHALL: On this bill, Mr. Speaker,

there is one thing that wé know, that there appears to be
general .unanimous consent in pretty well all quarters that
we need regional governmént in the Noftheast Avalon
area. The question is not whether or not we néed regional
government but there is a difference‘of opinion as to the
form which it takes ag represenfed by this bill. and the
need for more opportunity of varioué groups to assess the
provisions. of the bill. fhose, as far as I can under;tand,
are the two main objections emanating from outside this
House. And I address myself toAthe objéctions coming
from outside the House because as yet I have heard nothing
of substance comiﬁg from within against the bill itself.
Now, the first thing that we have
heard a lot of is that there has not been enough oéportunity
and that the government is attempting to ram this bill down

the throats of the people concerned. Has there been enough
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MR. MARSHALL: opportunity? And more
importantly, Mr. Speakér, has this bill on regional
government received the careful consideration that it
deserves? . 1 say yes, I say,resoundingly, yes it has.

This government is not trying to ram this down the

throats of anyone. The M.H.A's concerned in this
particular region I feel have been certainly - conscientious-
of their responsibilities. - Because we have had probably
twelve to fifteen meeting that I can recall offhandAwith-
all of the members from the St. John's area, the member
for Ferryland (Mr. Power) - well, I leave with the
exception, the member for St. Johri's West (Dr. Kitchen).
The member for St. John's West was not elected for a

"~ large part of the period of time and then afterwards - it
comes as no surprise that he was not included in it because
he represents .another party and this is a,govérnment
ﬁeasure_ but fine - we would have been quite happy to have
discussed the provisions of this with the member .for

St. John's West as we will be now. As I say,
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MR. MARSHALL: I look forward ;o, as I know his in-
telligence ;q;;}_gomempo gf%géivwith the provisions of this bill,
in # way that,I say,was lacking in the previous speaker.

Byt I want té emphasize éhac the MHAs in the aréa, with the
exception of St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen), and not being
eritical of him because of other circumstances, from Ferryland
(Mr. Power), from Harbour Main - Bell Island (Mr.'Doody),

have met ten or fifteen times and considered and weighed

very carefully the provigions that we now find before us.

Tﬂe bill itself is important, there is no doubt, and it is
evident, that services are needed in this area on a regional
basis. It wasievident years ago. It was pateﬁtly evident

lagt year and the year before and in 1972 and in 1971. It
became most evident with respect to the need for water
supplies some years ago. And we all remember, it ia very

easy for us after the crisis haé passed to minimize that
particular crisis, 'but in 1970 and '71 we had a water
shortage here during the'Summéf. Prior to that time reports
had beeh commissioned which showed that there could be an
urgent situation at any time approaching the St. John's area.
This shortage was- evident and there was a survey done and I
believe it was Proctor and Redfern was it not? The minister
indicates, Proctor and Redfern and i believe that was
commissioned by the previous a&ministracion in- their last
- days, Proctor and Redfern, and it came in and the Leader

of the Opposition referred to it last night, and he said

yes they had seen the need for:the water services but there was
“no money and perhabs there was no money., But let us nét fofget
the fact, and let the people from the St. John's area ndf forget
the fact that in those days there was plenty of money for the
areas.which thg hon. gentlemen who then formed the ‘government
wished to gfease for political purposes,where they saw that they

had a possible chance of retaining the govermment, but the area
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MR. MARSHALL: of St. John's; which has been pretty
well neglected since the days of 3ohn Cabot and badly neglected
in that particular period of time, did not get a look in
because they knew that they could pick up no political

returns as a result of ;;, and that is the reason why

the tﬁing~was not acted on.

And I remember full well when this
government came to power, amongst the many criées that were
descending around its head and there were many, and it crippled
this government for a long period of time, and it st1ll has -
é very adverse effect on its workings, but_amonggt one of the
major crises that we had was this business of the water
supply and the government had to move on ;E. And the
govermment did moye.on it.

' The first step i£‘tbok was t§ commiséion
this study, a'study by the way ' - now unfortunately I was not in
fﬁr all the learned speech by the Leader of the Opposition, but
when I was here, and I was here for a good part of it, I did not
'ﬁear too much reference to this particular report right here,
the Henley Report which,as I say,is the whole basis of‘this
b;ll - 56 we commissioned this report under the chairmanship
of Mr. Alec Henley = I do not think anyone would doubt he is one
of tﬁe foremost authorities on nuniecipal affairs in this
Province ~ and he went into it and he.did a study, he and
his commissioners, Mr. Justice Morgan and Professor Andrews,
for a long period of time. ¥e are talking qow,-l am
ad&ressing myself, Mr. Speaker, to the faé; there was not
enough information'given to the public. That particular
comnission béfore it ﬁa@e its finding héd_heafings all over
ché region everywhere. They were going on month after month
after month. kepresentations were invited. Represéntations'.

were made.
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MR. MARSHALL: Then after the report came in

their findings were thoroughly discussed by all areas.

Their findings were pafticularly discussed at a seminar

given by the Newfouhdlaﬁd Federation of Municipalities -
which everybody had the opportunity to attend’and'there

was not a thorouéh, an intelligent discussion_of that report.

Subsequently, as a result.of considering all of these matteré,

Bi1l 101, which is really this Bill 50, found itself on the

Table qf this House last year. Now we are talking,

Mr. Speaker,
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MR. W. MARSHALL: ’ I remind you about a lack of
consultation, about a government attemptiné to ram it down throats,

we are talking about a governﬁent that had to act in 1972 because

of the inaction of the previous government on a very critical matter,
we are talking about commission hearings being held, we are talking
about the representations after the findings were made and inquiries
had been made. Now we come to Bill 101 which found itself on the table
of this House and it promptly met the objections, certain objections,
not just but mainly vbcai objections from the city of St. John's but
equally vocal from the M.H.A.'s who represented the city area. There
were two or three major aspects of that bill with which everybody
disagreed, and the first one was that the bill imposed double taxationm,
it gave the regional council the right!to tax the persons in St. John's ~
and Mount Pearl and Wedgewood Pa;k, etc. and it also gave the regional ’
council - now when we are talking about rﬁgional government we are
talking abouﬁ a new concept and we are talking about the evolution of
it. In our opinion that regional government could not evolve vith a
double taxation system, so that had to be ;lgered.

Another problem in that Bill 101 was

the fact that there were coincidental powers. The Regional Council

had thekright to mgke :égulatio#s in the same area as a municipality
‘and we saw that thia could lead to a jungle.
Ce Now these were the views that were

strongly expressed by the city'of St. John's, they were strongly expressed
by the M.H:A.'s and that was the reason why this government did not

go ahead with the bill last year, it withdrew it for further consideraﬁion -
now we are talking about the govermment that is now supposed to be ramming
things down people's throats - it withdrew it for further consideration
and, as I say, over the past twelve months thevM.H.A.'s in the St.John's
region have had many meetings. As a matter of fact we meet quite regularly

and for a period of twelve to fifteen meetings I would say Bill 101

formed the sole topic of discussion on the agenda. That is of course -
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AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. W. MARSHALL: 7 Our meetings amongst ourselves -

AN HON. MENBER: ‘ (Inaudible)

MR. W. MARSHALL: : Amoﬁgst the elected members.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) ' N H
MR, W, MARSHALL: . We came to the conclusibn after weighing -

all this, Mr. Speaker, after weighing all the provisions of Bill 101

we came - there are no absolutes in this world,'there is no everything

is black and everything is white and this is'all right and that is all
wrong, what comes up you take alternatives that aze‘available to you

and you have to consider them and you have to weigh them and you have

to make your consensus as to what 1g the best mode of procedure amongst
~one, two, three or maﬁy alternatives ﬁnd that is exactly what the M.H.A.'s
did under the capable leadership of the Minister of Municipal Affairs

who was also, of course, the member for Pleasantville (Mr. Dinnj.

Now my point in doing this is to say that
our opinion was not ma&e carelessly. We were well cognizant of the fact
of our responsibilities and quite prepared to equate them with that
which we were ;ttempting to do and we have. The result is we find this
Bill 50 now before the Legislature not being rammed down anybody's
throat. I say that we do not presume today that thls bill is absolute
perfection but 1;'h§ppens to be one in this clime and this time, after
having Seen weighed, that we consider to be the best compromise.and the
most appropriate instrument to bring in as.a form of regional governmment
which everyone considers to be necessary at the ptésgnt time, It does not
mead that cﬂis is going to be the regional government from now to the year
2020. ‘It may not be.the regional government. in 1979 or 1980, I say tha;
the M.H.A.'s and the govermment are quite. prepared to listen to all reasonable

representations that are made from time to time. And after all there -

is such a thing as amendments and I have no doubt there will be many
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MR. W, MARSHALL: amendments to this bill from t#me to

time and I am quite sure that we will all be prepared to
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PR MARSHALL:

- listen to the representations that are made and amendments will find
themselves in in due course but, in the meantime, we have to have a Regional
Govefnmeﬂc. We have a water supply system out there in the Bay Bulls
area wnich has cost $35 million, which is not going to cost,ashthe
minister has indicated,the citizéns of the area themselves a cent in
the sense that it is tagged tO'cheﬁ.&irectly bu; it is going'to come
from the federal gove;nment and frpm the provincial government coffers.
Sé you are getting sort of like a Cadillaé car, if you wish, for nothing
and now we have to opera;e it but in order to operate that area we have
to have,obviously, some organized form and that is a Regional Government.

Now I am aware that this bill cannot be
presumed to suit,as I say, everyone. It will go far enough for
those people who have read the Henlevaéport and wﬂo feel that gﬁe
Henley Report being,as it is,a very careful weighng of the situation
after hearing all sides and coming up with what they feel is the most
ideal in the theoretical,if you like,way of implementing Regional Government.
There are iﬁems in this bill that will not satisfy them. For instance,
the Henléx Report trecommends that the Regional Governmeﬂt be given
complete powers with respect to tdxation.  Now Qaybe if you sat down
and you were begimaing something from the beginﬁing of time and you
were starting to create a new body of people that had not been used to
other areas and other ways of organizing their «+ffairs maybe you could
do’ this but at this time and this clime - and this is what politicans
are for - we judged that the people are not ready for that particular
type of taxation and we did not wish to bring it in and we do not think
for many,mpany years, if at all, it belongs iﬂ) so these people will
not think it goes far enough. 1 know the city council has objectioms
to it. I have to say that we did listen very carefully to what the
city council has said throughout this whole area and we have given,
I do not séy given, we have heard what the c0upcil has said with respect
to the double taxation and the coincidental powers and other matters
and we have made the alteratfbns in Bill 50 bout Ilsay to the council

too that the council camnot necessarily have all that it wants. For
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MR MARSHALL ¢ instance, it wants an expanded city but
we cénnot expand the city of St.John's. It is not proper to impose a
form of govefnment on people when they are not willing or ready or able
to acceft it, Those who talk about democracy and ramming things down
the throats of persons should well coﬁsider this particular aspect.
Now this, I say,is the best and most feasible form of Regional Government
that we can find at the present ﬁime but I emphasize it does not preclude
the possibility of amendment, it does not mean that this govermment is
God in the manger and is not going to listen to anybody any more , it
does not mean £hat this govermment will not make changes but it surely
means éhat this government is going to exercize the responsibilities for
wihich it is elected and bring in a legional Government that everyone
agrees is necessary which‘it assesses to be reasonéble, after
very carefully weighing and considering all of the factors and after
giving the populous of the area ample time and ample apportunity to
come in and make their representation. So this business of ramming
it down the thfoats does not really,as far as I am concerned,wash at
~all.

I have to expfess, Mr. Speaker, a
certain concern if I may, and this might be slightly diverging, but
a certain concern over the a;mosphere which has developed as a result
of this regional bill because 1 feel that this atmosphere can _affect
the operations of a very good instrument of government, i.e., the
Regional Government itself.

Surely we can have differences of
opinion amongst different people in this Province when they represenﬁ,
whether they are elected lllAs or couﬁcillors or organizations or what
have you, without the necessity of clamouring that M.H.A.'s should
resign or théy will not be elected again or without us making sorties
I have no desire to make any sorties against the Municipal Council, the
members of the St. John's Municipal Council with whom we have all attempted

and will in the future do our utmost to co-operate -
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MR. MARSHALL: ‘ with in the mutual efforts of
bringing good government to the St. John's area. I may have a different
viewpoint from certain people on the council with respect to this, but
surelly we can do this and at least maintain .a mutual réspecc. The same
thing has really concérned me about the militancy, I have to say, of the
Northeastern Communities group that is there. And particularly, you know,
you have a difference of‘opinion. And I am not saying ~ you knéw, I am
delighted that these people have a difference of opinion. This is what
makes a healthy situation, but you do not have a difference of opinion

and you do not have to get militant about ‘it in such a way as I regret to
say the people from St. Thomas' did the other day. Now there was a picture
in the paper the other day - you talk about in this Province vandalism

and you talk about law and order, and the other day f saw a picture in the
paper of elected members of the St. Thomas' council down cut£1ng down a sign
of Fhe St. John's Metropolitan Area._ Now make no wonder there is4vandalism
and I say-the hon. the Minister of Jpstice is not in his seat tonight.- well
quite frankly where that type of recourse is made to expressing a contrary
opinion, I think appropr;ate action should be taken because you cannot tolerate

this type of thing.

. SOME HON. MEMBERS: i Hear, hear!

- MR. MARSHALL: Now, you know, at the same time I am glad

to hear these contrary views. I will get to some of these in a moment, and
we will take these into consideration. But I do not know whether it is -

I think it_is thé zeal og the chairman - and the chairman, I know, is a very
wel}‘inCentioned person, Mr. Fahey; who is very concerned about the sitgation
and I do not derogate in any way his sincerity or his poncern;, but I do
suggest this, that, you know, we get letters - like I got a letter today
addressed to the hon. the Minister of Municipal Affairs along the lines.that
'Je demand that you as Minister of Municipal Aéfairs iﬁmediately defer any
further reading of Bill No. SO and we demand that'yoﬁ respond to our demand for
deferment. WNow you know, everybody has his rights as I say, but as an elected
member I am not going to myself, and I know the minister is not going to
respond to that type of letter. I am elected as the member for St.John's

East, as the member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) is and the other:

11632



June 20, 1978 Tape 4677 (Night) EC = 2

¥P. MARSHALL: members for St. John's, and having
spent many hours considering this bill you do what you think is the
best thing in the be;t interest of the citizens of the area and it is
our responsibility in thi; House of Assembly, not just on the .
government side, but in this House of Assembly, and I am sure that we
are all quite capable of acquitting that responsibility and no
government worth its salt is going to bend down to that type of demand,

what have you. As I say, I am not derogating; it is not my intention

te -
MR. NEARY: Where does that (inaudible)
letter?

MR. MARSHALL: - That letter was written - I got it

today -in my home. It came from the Chairman of the Association ;f~

Northeast Avalon Communities.

MR. NEARY: : (Inaudible)

MR. MARSHALL: Yes, with a c.c: from the MHAs concerned.
Now look, let us get something straight. '

How ever long this government exists -

AN HON. MEMBER: : Not even signed, look.

MR. MARSHALL:- Howevér long the government may exist -
+AN HON. MEMBER: : Forty-eight hours.

MR. MARSHALL:' Well, whether it be forty-eight hours or

forty-eight years or how ever long it is, it is the government, and this
government, I would suggest, 1is not going to go down to demands of that
nature. The members on this side of the House and that side of the House
and the persons who are elected are elected for a certain purpose and we
will determine ourselves how to acduit our responsibilities and we will
ultimately answer to our electorate with respect to it. I think there is
far too much in this Province of this type of thing and I also say it is
very unforéunate that the only way that anybody can seem to get the press
or public attention in this Province is if he is 'agin' something, if he

is criticising or if he 1is carping about something. And this 1is the reason

why in many respects we do not get the well-informed and unemotional

opinion- passed from time to time that is necessary. I am still smarting

myself when I see in our

241053



June 20, 1978 ’ Tape 4678 (Night Session) W -1

MR. W. MARSHALL: papers and I exempt the electronic
media for this they covered it,but when they cover,the press, yoﬁ
know, column affet ‘column after column of foolish points of
privileée and what hawe you -and ignofe to this day the fact that

we ove $100 million more as a resul? of the révaluation of the
Canadian currency and our borrowings ;né sortie into the West
German market. And that is the type of .thing we are getting.

We are éetting it because it is more popular to report the type of
thing that is carping criticism and this is the way that people get .
before the press.

Now, this bill ' has been called and I
do not know the hon. geﬁtleman in the gallery and ladies and maybe °
there are some people from the Northeast Avalon area I do not know,

'_Butvfrom.che human cry kha; I had heard I would have expected the
galleries would be filled the past two days with the deep concern

about the regional govefnment bill.

MR. S. NEARY: They are too busy trying to earn a living.
MR; W. MARSHAEL: And they have not been - we should note
that they have not been present herefTheonly ones that I have really
seen here present, funnily enough,are thecounci1jors, the mayor and

the councillors from the town of Mount Pearl,which has expressed itself
for the bill, and ¥ think myself that speaks allegiance.

But, as I say in closing on that aspeét
of it,it is not my intent to be overcritical about the persons who
are raising these concerns because Qe‘are glad to éee concerns raised
from time Eo time but just let us get our ground rules straight as
to whét the situation is and to whethér or not we ;re going to respond
to demands, to whether or not persoés can really express opinions aé
they ought to be able to express them withoug getting into a dog-
fighi over the situation.

Now, let us consider the form of the bill
in the few moments that T have left. There seems to me, as [
say, .there ;ere, " do not forget, there were major objections to this

bill because Bill 50 was Bill 101.If this Bill 50 had read Bill 101

when it had been brought into the House - it really is essentially

11654



June 20, 1978 Tape 4678 (Night Session) DW - 2

MR, W. MARSHALL: the same bill with different terms.
Removed from it,as I say,has been the double powers ana the -double
taxation. ,Noy, what we are left with are certain objections and
’one or tﬁo of the major ones I would 1ike to deal with. ?he first
one is the matter of the appointed members. This seems to be a
matter of concern to a. lot of'people and this concern is not
really the Province or isolated,shall we say,to those peopie
who are expressed oppoments of the ﬁill. I mean,I think everyone
is concerned with the aspect of ﬁhe fact that we have a Chairman
and fourcounci11or§ at large to be appointed by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council. The first thing I would like to point out
is that this con;titutes really - so we do not get into the area
the member for Twillingate (Mr. W.N. Ro%e) was on about the governmment
-contrélling the appointed members.and this is the purpose of the

situation, the fact of: ‘the matter is that recommendation 8 -

MR. S. NEARY: . It 1s not the Bible.
MR. W. MARSHALL: No, no it is not the Bible.I am not stating

it is the Bible but neither am I staéing that the words of the Leader
of the Opposition are.theHo]y_Writ ei:her. The fact of th; matter is
your Leader of the Opposition gog up and he did not even refer to the
Henley Report,'fhé basis, the study into Regional Government.
Now recommendation 8
said the St. Joﬁn's Regional Council,this was the recommendation,have
a total membership of fifteen members to be computed as follows and it says,
lo and behold,a Chaifman and four members at large appointed hy the .
provincial government. What we have here iﬁ the bill we find,lo and
behold,a Chairman and four councillors at large to be appéinted by
the Lieutenant~Governor in Council. Then the recommendations gé on .
to say, "Six members of the enlarged city council to be appointed by
that council and one member from each of four regioms.” .
! ’ Now, we did not accept.the other recommendations
in the interest of this democracy to which we héve referred from time to
time because we did not think it appropriaté for members to be appcinted

by the St. John's council.Instead,we reduced that number to four
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Mr._Maréhail: and we provided that they be appointed in acgordance.
with The St. John's Mdnicipa] Elections Act, so they are elected.

The point I want to make is that after due
consideration it was the Henley Report that recommended these five
people be appointed by the government. Now this is not an ideal situation.
-You do not just, as.the hon. member said, it is not the Bible. Why
"is it being done? This is a new concept involving regional government
and it s necessary,as in any new organization of this kind,it is going
to go through growing pains,as it weré. And the Provincial Gerrnment
has a respohsibi]ity of seeing that this particular Council, Regional
Government works to the best of its ability, so it has got to see that
certain expertise, if you like, is there,appointed, to gujde the
situation; ' A

Now this is in the early stages, and this is what
) wé think after having weighed the situation. But all of us aliso think,
and T should-not be saying all of us, but I think there is unanimous
agreement amongst-the M.H.A.s, and I would like this to be noted down
that we do not think that this should continue on forever, this situation
of the government appointing the Chairman and four councillors. . We
do not think it should go on forever. As a matter of fact, we think
it should end as soon as feasible and as soon as possible. And unless
my ears deceive me the hon. the Minister of Municipal Affairs when
he got up,in his very capable speech in -introducing this bill,
indicated that that exactly was going to be the situation, that as
soon as possible and as soon as feasible all of the councillors
and the Chairman would be elected. A
So let us not get on with this business,’oh
the government,the government is doing it for this purposé!’ As 1 say
it matches the recommendation in the Henley Commission. It is a matter
that has formed a lot of concern at these meetings that were attended.
by all of the St. John's members,and it is one after weighing all of
the factors; and heaven " knows- we may be wrong,'certainly we may be

wrong, but after weighing the situation we feel for the present it is
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Mr. Marshall: the best route to go, and that is the way she
is going to go until as soon as possible we see the way open and the
way c]ear to have them‘e1ected, and as soon as this can .feasib1y
be done I know it will be done.
The other oné that hasvcaused a great deal
of ;oncern we have heard is non-compensation for assets. Now the '
Leader of the Opposition did refer to this and this is Section 33 (3),
"Where property is required under this section or Section 32, that
no compensation is to be paid to the municipality and all liabilities
and ob]iéations associated with the property shall be assumed by the
régional council. " Mow this has caqséd a great hue and cry. And
. I' have heard the council say, Oh this is wrong. I have seen what I
thought to be an utterly 1udjcrous.- I will not refer to the
opinion itself, but I was privy to an opinion that went to council
that I thought was utterly ludicrous about expropriation without
compensation. Because again this represents, you know, it is all
very well to get up and say, this should not be, but let us address
ourselves to the reason why it is there and %hen attack the reasonina
instead of just blanket saying that it should not be.
On pages.123 and 124, and on to page 125
the Cbmmission deals with the matter of compensation for transfer of
assets and liabilities. And I want to quote from it. "The division
. ‘ df functions between regional and local government as outlined in
the previous subsection will of necessity result in the regional
government assuming control. = If it is to.be able to discharge its
.functipns properly of certain existing facilities that are at present
administrated by existing municipalities. For example, insofar as
the Windsor Lake, Petty Harbour, Long Pond watersheds may become part

of the regional water supply system,coptrol of and title to this

. facility may be removed from the city and invested in the regional
' council.” That.has not been done, Windsor Lake has not been done
at this time and not in the foreseeable future. 'But the Commission
gave considerable thought to the question of possible compensation to
a municipality for the transfer of a valuable asset. Because of the
)
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Mr.'Mérsﬁa11: ‘ importance of this matter, and because the issue

was raised at the public hearings the Commission felt that a:review of
the position takén by the consultants is ;e1evant‘here, and it concludes
"Af;er careful consideration of the issues involved including sfrqng
representations of the City of St. thn's.dn the point, the Commission

accepts- the position of the consultants as a prober

11058



June 20, 1978, Tape 4680, Page 1 -- apb

' MR. MARSHALL: . one to follow which is that
there should be no compensation/” Now, that is the
situation.. And why should there not be? We have heard
a ‘great hue and cry about compulsory expropriation.
The basic reason I see, Mr. Speaker, is that these
people who are talking about it look at these facilitieé
as being belonging to the St. John's council. Well it
does not belong to the St. John's council.or the Mount
Pearl council or the Wedgewood Park or what have you, it
beiongs to the citizens of St. John's. Or if it is
Mount Pearl,it belongs to the citizens of Mount Pearl.
So what in the name of heavens do you do? If you charge

for these assets what happens? Say for instance, a

- major asset - and I will not name one asset because then

'tﬁe next thing it will be in the press that the government
is going to take -that asset - but say a major asset is
taken from the City of St. John'é tﬁat is worth $5 million
or $§ million by the regional council, how is it fo be
paid for?

I have heard statements made
that'theAgovernment is trying to pass the buck. To whom
do they pass the buck? Who gets the buck ultimately? 'It
is the citizens who get the buck and pay the buck as well.
That is what happens. So what happens if the regional
council ‘has to pay $6 million to the City of St. John's?
What it would have to do first of all, it would have to -
it has no powers of takation( by the way, in the City of
St. John's area - it would have to, if it had a largé
asset like that and had to pay, it would have to havé the
right to tax and it would tax the citiéens of St. John's.
so the citizens of St. John's would pay twice. And what
would happen to the $6 million? The $6 million wouid go
into the coffers of the City of St. John's and be used for
debt redemption or be used for recreation facilities or

what have you, but it would not be the government that would
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MR. MARSHALL: . be paying, money does not,
grow on trees, it would be the citizens of St. John's
who would be paying and they would be paying twice.
And this is what the consultants said in their report.
They said, "The chief reasbns for not allowing compensation
are as follows: The new authorities - that is the regional
government - are trustees for the people of the area just
as the old authorities were." And that is what the city'
¢ouncil is, trustees for the citizens of St. John's. "Both
the assets and liabilities have always been public and
they will remain public." Then it says, "Where an asset
has been fuly paid for there is no more reason to charge
its new custodian for it than there would.be’to charge the
next generation of residents for it." That is another
point.  Then it goes on-to say, "Where an asset is not
fully paid for transferring the corresponding debt along
with it is the dnly appropriate charge for it." And that
is_what is happening, they assume the iiabilities of that
asset. "If on the other ﬁand the right to compensation
is allowed a great deal of time will likely be required to
- resolve all of the differences of opinion which are bound
to arise. The public¢ will be better served if this time
is spent getting on with the job under the new system."
So, Mr. Speaker, that is why
I do not favour compensation for these assets because,
because these assets are not owned by the councils
concerned they are owned by the ciéizens in the area and
these citizens would end up having to pay twice: Now
they talk about regional government causing taxation.
There would be some hue and cry if we ended up getting the
citizens of St. John's to have to pay for everything it
has paid.for in the past seventy years over again in the
.period of a few years. Tpat would be é nice mess and an
nice inequity and a nice injustice. But that is what the

people who are advocating it say. . And when they say that
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MR. MARSHALL: ' it is going to affect the
financing power of the City of St.‘John's, balderdash.
The City of St. John's does not finance itself as a
result of sewer mains and water mains underneath the
street. What the City.of‘st. John's does, it finanqes
itself on the basis of its taxation power. And this
bill has very carefully seen that its taxation powers are
not affected, therefore, neither are its financing
powers in anyway affected.

When we come to taxation we
have heard it stated, and I say this again, by a man
.whose opinion I respect but’I differ with him on it, .
that we aré passing the buck, that we wanf to pass. the
buck on to the regional council for what the Province has
to do with respect to the Ruby Line and with respect to
Robin Hood Bay and with respect to the water systems.
Well let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, that that is not a

startling revelation. It is stated in a rather crass
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MR. MARSEALL: manner, but every local government is
there for the purpose,if you want, of passing the buck,
because the theory of logal government is the nearer you get
the provision- of services to thé citizens concerned, 'to ‘the
local government that is, the better the service réndered, and
the more responsi@le the citizens bécome with respect to it.
So that is no real revelation of any need.

Now there are manf benefits also of
this regional governmment that Ehis bill . and this is'why I
feel this bill has to be brought in now, and if there are
changes that have to be made t@ey ghould be considered.

They may not go through here, As I say I regret I am not
going to be here to hear what the member for St. John;s West
"(Dr. Ritchen) says because I know he will have.very sensible
comments to make and really he should have been the lead off
speéker, although I do not think the leaders of the Opposition,
all three of them, would agree.

The point is I would like to hear
what the hon. member says because this is a beneficial bill and
changes can be made. We are not dogmatic and we will consider
them. But there must be regional gove?nmenc in this Province
because it is the only vehicle around, There 1s a very crying
need now, there are services of a regional nature that just
cannot remain in a state of limbo, that no responsible govermment
can allo& to remain in a state of limbo.

The Bay Bulls water system is éertainly
one of them, the most evi&ent, but. the other is the regiongl
dump. The hon. member talked about,you know,in sort of a half
jocular fashion, the member for Twillingate (Mr. W. Rowe)
talked about the parade of rats and what have you but it is
a‘fact that the Robin Hood Bay has a dump that is used not just
by the City of St. John's but by Mount Pearl and by Wedgewood

Park and by a lot of other people and consequently and under-
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MR. MARSHALL: standably the City of St. John's has

- not been inclined to téke the full responsibility that is
necessary with respect to it and you cannot blamé them, I

am not chastising them. 'why should they provide services for
citizens of the other area? And we need a regional government
for the purpose of looking after facilities of this nature.

We also need, as a crying concern in my district, attention
being paid to the polluticn problem that has occurred. It

is a provincial, municipal and national disgrace that that
harbour down there has refuse pumped out of it every second
of the day. And anyone who wants to get down in the Royal
Trust Building,where the hon. members who are so free to give
me free advertising from time to time say I spend most of

my time, then all you have to do is look at the refuse being
pumped out./nd represent an area like the Battery down there
and hear about fishermen who have been fishing out of the hatbéur
for centuriés now unable to wash out their boats, not even
able to wash out their boats because of the pollution in the
harbour. Go down to Quidi Vidi Village, down the Gut and you

will see pollution.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible)
MR. MARSHALL: You have Quidi Vidi itself and you

have Rennies River coming up. You had a report by the working
group of the environﬁent done years ago which pointed to the
reasons for pollution but nothing was done about‘it because it
transcended various jurisdictiohs or what have you and this
'is what I see this regional'government is all about.

. No, Mr. Speaker, this bill as far as
I am concerned,is the best job that we can do for the-
present. Not one that is going to remain forever and a day,

one that will be considered. The government will congider

reasonably any changes to be made in the future but in the °
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MR. MARSHALL: meantime I certainly hope the governmment
‘is going to govern and 1is. going tb bring in the regional
government whiéh is sorely needed.  And this is what,as I say,
.is the main thing;'\a]]':he concern abéut this bill is not

the bill itself but . the form and there has been very little
said about the form, that is the various sections of the bill
itself, the import o} the bill. The only thing that I have
heﬁrd of any wdrthf'noﬁ'there have been others which I have not
even dealt with, other members can deal with them, they

are, you know; the éxpropriation proceedings and what‘have you
and granted some of those expropriation proceedings may be too
harsh, _but.théy are the same expropriation proceedings that are
ih other acts which does not justify it Ivknow and which perhaps

we ought to, as a Legislature, consider not
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Mr. Marshall: "just a Regional Government Bi11 in this case
but the Local Governmeﬁt Act and the St. John's Act and The Expropriation
Act and all the other areat powers that had been conferred on civil
servants that we have spoke of from.time to time. But that is not
something that is particular to this and germane to this Bill. As
I say the only objections I have heard to the substance of it that
have any real weight are the five elected persons, the lack of compensation
and the taxation provisions. But I do believe that this is best for the
present. It is a bill that is being put forward after a great deal
of weighing and assessing by the members. We will 1isten to contrary
views, and we will.listen to them with respect for those voicing them,
but I hdpe,that the respect ¢an be mutual and reciprocal because then
we can come along and we can perhaps afford an even better bill than
we have. lBut in the -meantime, Mr. Speaker, we got to let her go
because we have considered it for five years and we are noQ today
acquitting a responsibility, yet another responsibility that )
was left by the previous administration.

So 4s I say 1 whole-heartedly support the bill

with the reservation that we will, I know,be making changes in the

future.

SOME 'HON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR;'SPEAKER: - The hon. member for Conceptioh Bay South.
MR. J; NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I have listened with great

interest to my hon. friend for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall), and his
dissertation on the state of municipal bliss. However, it is not to

be found in the bill unless we are taiking about a different one
altogether. I thought we would get some very fine criticisms of the

bi11, frankly, from-the member for St. John's East. It is too bad this
bill, the whole thing.started off wrong in the first.place. What happened
was this;there has been so many references_to the Henley Commission,

and the Henley Commission went around to various municinalities and

they discussed one form or another of regional government for the area
asking peoples opinion. They taped many, if not all of the sessions,

.

as I recall and I attended some of them.
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Mr..No1an: It has been suggested that there has been no
reference or little reference by the Leader of the Opposition into
the Henley Commission. But why should he? What are we here in
the House discussing?  This bill. And I submit that no member in
this House, not the minister, not the Leader of the Opposition, not
the.mémber for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall), - how can_ you

talk about a bill that is going to have either beﬁeficia] or, I submit,

very serious effects on 165,000 people withdut having the bill in

~ front of you? Would the hon. member or the hon. Leader of the

Opposition go into court Tike that?

SOME HON: MEMBERS: No, no.
MR. NOLAN: . In the name of all that is holy, how
can you?

This business, first of all the minister started off -
well first of all the first mistake, I suppose, was appointing him to

the position of minister in the first place. That is item one.

SOME ‘HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
'AN_HON. MEMBER: A good minister. -
) MR;'NOLAN: - A good minister! . I see. I would Tike to

know your definition of good.

AN HON. MEMBER: Judging by himself.
‘MR. NOLAN: But we have seen that in education..

But'he started off - what was his first? What was his
first utterances to introduce this bi11? Think for a moment. Just

think about it for a second. What was the first-tirade he went into?

AN HON. MEMBER: Who?
“'MR. NOLAN: ) The Minister of Muni;ipa] Affairs.
AN_HON. MEMBER: Green.
MR; NOLAN: Ashamed of Newfoundland. Ashamed of Newfoundland.
That is it. |
MR._DOODY: Ashamed of visiting the people because of
you - )
MR. NEARY: That is not what he-said at all.
MR; NOLAN; Check the Hansard and you will find it.
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SOMEHON. MEMBERS: ~ 0h, oh!

MR NOLAN: Provision in the bill.  The hon.
miniéter is the one that did it. TIam méré]y guoting what he said.
If the hon. gentleman is so upset by this why did he not rise and
object then? ;

AN HON; MEMBER: : Now! Mow!

‘CMR.‘:'NdLAN: No,not a peep out of him. No

éxpl;nation of the bi11 by the minister that I can recall. No
,explanatfon of the various sections in this bill at all.’

What was the minister's stance on this? It was
one of étubborness and arrogance the like of which I have rarely seen
or heard or read about in any Legislative Chamber in- the world possibly
wiih the exception ofvuéénda.

"~ SOME_HON: MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

MR; NdLAN:' . I mean, you know,.
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MR. NOLAN: It is a sort of a aunicipal Amin. It is

a scandal to watch it here. It started off wrong, pitifully, and it is

to bad, it is to bad. Tuere is a good case to be made for Regiomal
Goverament and thére are any number of variations that one can study
whether it be in Outario or lots of the other provinces,in the United
_States or in Europe. There are many fine examples which I believe we
could cull together and interpret and arrange to suit our own local

needs. But,no, Here we have a bill chét we are asked.to discuss - and

by the way this bill was brought-in as I recall on May 31st, up to that
point,to the best of my knowledge,no one knew the contents of the bill.
No. one, not a single soul. Then we have the supreme insult, men and
women who are elected in councils around the periphery of St. John's and.
in the city itself who, to the best of my knowledge,do not have the courtesy
of the bill being delivered to them with an accompanying letter from the
minister to this date.— one hundred and sixty five thousand peoplé ignored
in that fashion. Is there anyone on the other side of the House who
supports this?

AN HON. MEMBER: Shame.

MR, NOLAN: - So what did we do? We took the bill,
xeroxed it and in my own particular case I sent it out to the municipalities
congerned and I am sure hon. members did the same thing. What did the
ainister say? We did not have enough bills. We nope to have'them put
through the printers and when we get them they will be sent out to the

respective municipalities and those interested.

MR. WEARY: ~ . (Inaudible) sent around.
MR. NOLAN: Well this is what happened. I am not

lying or exaggerating. I am telling the truth as I know it. This

is a frightening indictment; this is not the way - look, in the St. John's
area and the periphery of 8t. John's , in the Northeast Avalon, so-called,
you have municipalities for the most part,with the exception of St.‘John's,
that are not entirely ancient, Conception Bay South only in the last few
years, relatively speaking,wvas incorporated, Paradise the same way, St.

Taomas just tie other day, Portugal Cove just the other day.
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All_HON.XEMBER: A great mayor.
MR. NOLAN: Yes a very fine mayor.And a fine mayor

down iﬁ St. Phillips I might add, their Mayor Tucker. And so we go-ali

of these communities were_oﬁly incorporated recently, very, very recently.
There is no history of local government there. In fact amybody who knows
anything at all, even a casual observer of the municipal scene around the
city of St. John's,can only come to one comclusion and that is that they were’
amongst the last people in this Province to accept any form of incorpofacion.
Look at the history, the further away from St. John's you go, excluding St.
John's, Windsor, in through St. Anthony, Labrador, Gtana Falls, Corner A
Brook, anywhere at all practically you will find that they have had
municipal government of one form or another for a great number of years

in most instances. But look, what is the longest éne - I canoot think

of it and I should have looked it up, I supppse -

AN HON.MEMBER: Windsor is the oldest.
MR. NOLAN: I know Windsor is but I am thinking ebout

in the region outside St. John's. I will .bet you there is.not ome twenty

years old. Is there?

AN_HOW. MEMBER: Meunt Pearl.

MR. NOLAN: Mount pearl .

AN HON. MEMBER: The rest of them are about two years
old.

MR, NOLAN: ) Well Conception Bay South maybe ten

or more, if that. Is it ten?

MR, DOODY: That one wouid be about nine years

old.

1R, NOLAN: ' . Nine ylears old. And then you have -
viR. DOODY: . Wabana is older than that.

MR. HOLAN: Wabana is older. But all I am saying
is, 1f there waé'adyvplace in this world knowing the fact that they have not
been directly iunvolved in govefning their own affairs municipally, if there
is any group in the world who should have been nurtured, encouraged, informed

and so on it was these people. They are just getting going administering their
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R, NOLAN: affairs in the various municipalities. And
what do we near from the minister? = ot only for these people around

the periphery of St. John's as I mentioned but also for all the citizens
of St. John's and the mayor and councillors of St. John's,- here it is,

it is going in, we are going té do this and we are going to do that
whether you like it or not. That is what we heard. That is in the Hansard.
There is the attitude of the minister. Is this conciliation? 1Is this
negotiation§ Is this sitting down with men and women, yéur peers, your
equals and attempting to outline to them the best way possible, the

best kind'of reéional type government that could be beneficialnot

only from an administrative point of view but
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MR. NOLAN: also for the residenté, the citizens,
the ones whﬁldo not have a copy of this bill tonight, many of whom,
petrhaps,if they did, with some of the legalistic jargon,would not know
exactly what it méans anyway? And I suggest that i; true of many of

us here in this House, those of uslwithout legal training and so on.
This is wrong. It is a-wrong approach to take and I will bet my life

on it the gentlemen opposite who support this will live to regret it.
Believe me, this is not the way to bring in any kind of a bill no matter
what it is, but particularly a major bill of such enormous propoftions
as.this contains for 165,000 people. They are not sheep. You juét.
cannot have it. It just cannot be done. Brought in here on May 3lst ~
all of us here.are supposed to analyse the bills and come up with
arguments, recommendations and so on and expected -kobviously we are
being made to appear, according to the minister,as though we ére a bunch
of municipal illiterates, stunned, stupid because we cannot go along
with certain things, many things in this bill. We cannot do it. If

I were the strongest proponent of regional government in this Province,
the strongest in our caucus and the strongest of any member opposite,

I would not vote for this bill. I would not because.I cannot in conscience
do 1it.

' Three weeks ago we had the bill. The old city
of St. John's did n&t have the courtesy ~ they had briefs, they had
recommendations. We hear the minister\saying how there was consultation.
‘Do not consult with me on anything unless you are going to consult with
this bill. That is all I am interested in because this is the proposed law
of the land. 1 do not want the good wordings and good wishes of the
minister or anybody opposite, I want to know what is in this bill. This
is all we are dealing with, 1Is there anything else thaé is relevant?
Nonsense. . Absolute and utter nonsense! In the name of God what has come
over this House? Look at some of ;he powers in here that the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition referred to. I mean, theré are powers in here,
for example,that you would not give to the police, would you? I mean,

I do not want any municipal authority, .I do not‘care what you call them,
out peeping in through keyholes in Conception Bay South, walking into

by
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- MR. NOLAN: ) houses whenever they bloody well feel
like it. I feel and I have always felt that we are over-governed in
this Province anyway in many respects, but that is the politician's fault.
We permit ourselves to fall into the ttraps of the planners ana all the
rest of them. But what hés happened? We have reneged on our responsibility.
We did not do what we said we would do or tried to do when we were elected.
We have abdicated our responsibility. And I do not have to tell ministers
opposite who had some considerable experience that there_is a degree of
afrogance in certain areas within thé bureaucracy that is absolutely
frightening, because remember on behalf of some of them the attitude is -
and I have heard it, make no migtake about it, and there are ministers
opposite who have heard it as well - the attitude of some of these
characters is, 'So what! He does not like it!'' mgahing the minister.
'We have seen him come and we have seen him go.' And they are right.
They are here until they are sixty-five. You are here until the next
election - game over or.you are back in again, one of the two. So that
is the way it is. The.bure;ucracy was not elected to govern this
Province. No way! And we have nobody te blame but ourselves. Name
calling, criticism,lsuseless criticism, will serve no purpose because
those oftentimes who have the power are sitting down in :ﬂeir offices
spread out all over the city or wherever they are, laughing a£ you. And
it is time you learned, I will tell you that.

The minister has stated that he has
discuésed this bill with any number of people. Would you be good enough

to name one up to the time thie bill was presented? - one mayor, one

councillor.
MR. DINN: What is-that?
MR. NOLAN: Just name one person that this was

discussed with before presentation in the House.

MR. DINN: :  One.

MR. NOLAN: Who?

MP. DINN: - One is the present mayor of the council.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: ) o Oh, oh!

MR. NOLAN: - Oh, well, we do not want to disturb you.
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SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

AN _HON, MEMBER:

some help?

MR. NOLAN:

AN HON. MEMBER:

MRS. McISAAC:

MR. NOLAN:

AN HON. MEMBER:

Tape 4684 (Night) EC - 3
Oh, oh!
(Inaudible) Will I bring in

No, just sit where you are.

There was nobody.
Not much . (inaudible)
Was there anybody that you are aware of?

The master plan.
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MR. NOLAN: ‘ Right. The master plan. - But the minister's
attitude is such that if he brought down the Ten Commandidents you
would have to send them back for amendments. You would have to.
I mean he would make you‘dislike anything., He behaved like

a complete madman  shouting and screaming at members. We

even had one minister opposite go into verbal abuseias asides;
which no doubt are recorded in Hansard, that Mr., Fahey, who had
the unmitaged gall to inflict himself into a situtation whereby
there were certain municipalities concerned whoAQere concerned
about their future and go on and whether you agree with the

gentleman or not the fact is he did have the right to

do ft. ’ .
AN HON. MEMBER: It is a citizens right.
MR. NOLAN: He is a citizen of the region. And

what were we told. i do not know if the hon. member was

here, what did we have bawled at yg acrogs the House, "Oh,

he is the next Liberal candidate." And to the best of my
knowledge, and it 1s really none of my business, I believe maybe
the man is a very«a;dent supporter of the PC Party. What an

insult then.

MR. NEARY: . He was..

MR. NOLAN: # " Worse again.

AN HON. MEMBER: He saw the light.

MR. FLIGHT: Another supporter gomne.

MR. NOLAN: Thefe'ate a number of communities,

Mr. Speaker, any number of communities who believe that there

is a need for municipal co-operation and to some degree
administration. There has to be some kind of formal type
administration but this is not the way to do it, this

biLl. And again the method of presentation is so far off the
mark that I am afraid the minister's approach to the whole thiné

will do untold harm to regional governmeht.
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MR. NOLAN: Néw before I go on let me make a
brief reference to something.that was mentioned here in the
House and that is in regard to Mr. 0'Dea who is the Chairman.

The chairman of the group I have known personally for many

years. -
MR. NEARY: A fine gentleman.
MR. NOLAN: - both in business, in his many, many

invoLvements in community efforts, 1 believe President of the
Federation of Manufacturers at ome time, and also in additiom

to that in many other ways., I have no objection to

Mr., O'Dea personally. 1In fact I havé had considerable dealings
with him on some of the outlandish bloody laws we have, like

a husband and wife not permictéd to build unless on five acres

of land. I meaﬁ they do not want the Ponderosa, they only

want a building lot. lIt is hard to believe. I mean people who
'listeq to these things must think that I am crazy, that these -
are not the laws:of this land, but they are. They are the
regulations. But, Mr., O'Dea I am sorry to say, for some reason
got sucked into getting involved in a public controversy. And
that 1is qnfortunate because he then enters the political arena,
and I am not sure that was his intention. If it was at the
bidding of the minisﬁer, the minister wronged him seriously in
ﬁy opinion, if it was not then I cannot imagine what encouraged
him to make the statement in the press that he did atteﬁpting

to defend this bill. I cannot imagine it for one minute.

And 1 believe that he was wrone in that respéct. And also I am
afraid that he may have made himself suspect to’those who alregdy
have had problems with che.Metro Board of which he is Chairman,
~many, many problems. Again,of course,you have an all appointed
body. This was set up originally on an interim basis and in fact
there were plans being discussed in 1971 to change it altogéthe:
but the gentlemen .qpposite decided to continue with the appointed

body and -that is their affair and at least the affairs of the
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MR. NOLAN: 'people who are being governed by
this all appointed body.

Now we are told the Federatiom of
Municipalitiee is in favour of regional government. That is
what we are told. Well.now,first of all,the F;deration of
Municipalities do not run the affairs of the people in the

area concerned,

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. NOLAN: ‘They do not. They do not. :
AN HON. MEMBER: ﬁhatever area that is.

MR. NOLAN: ' Not only that but I understand the

Federation of Municipalities is against the appointments . I
may be wrong - againat the appointments of the chairman and

four members.

MR. NEARY: They are.
MR. NOLAN: They are. But the Federation is a government

funded organization, let us not forget that. Substantial amounts,
I do not know the exact amount, my friend the former minister may
know how much money goes into the Federation each year.

MR, PECKFQRD: 1 do not know what their totai budget is,

they transfer around $30,000 to $35,000.

MR. NOLAN: Yes.
MR. PECKFORD: _ Their budget is around perhaps

$70,000 or $80,000.

MR. NOLAN: Right.
MR, PECKFORD: Plus they get get fees.
MR. NOLAN: " So you may have a third or half their money

.

tthwhmemacmwduuﬂr&mCMgwumwg
AN HON. MEMBER: They just got an incfease.

MR, NOLAN: . We are told that the bill was brought
in, the old bill that is, and because of the objections, in some
aspects,by the St. John's caucus,‘it was deferred. Well now we

are told on allegedly good authority that the City of St., John's
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MR. NOLAN: had again the unmitigated gall to
speak out publicly, the mayor and others, against this

bill. And I also understand that there was to be a

meeting of members of the House of Assembly, originally I
" believe just the members on the other side, because you canmnot

mix with the political heathens over here,
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MR. NOLAN: but that was cancelled) that was called
off because the council, imagine the elected people, had the
nerve to speak out against the wishes of the benevolent
municipal dictator. Imagine! »

) From what 1 can understand in checking
» arouné, no one had a copy-of this bill, and therefore there is
no way in Goq's world you can discuss the laws of. this land o
unless you have it before you. And I submit the ﬁeople .
elected, and otherwise appointed, did not have it and therefore
any sitting down - it is not worth anymore than myself and the
member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) sitting down and
philosophising about a.great expanded Metro Board. It is only
worth that, for the two of us to exchange ideas and nothing .
more.

"Regional govermment was not sprung on

.anyone ft said in the news in 1978. Not sprung on anyone?
It has been in tﬂe making fér:well over a year bﬁt again I
am interested only in Bill 50. Some of the Eommunities'
represented the federation meetings are noﬁ opposing the bill,
‘Kilbride, Mount Pearl and Torbay. To the best of my
knowledge Torbay has opposed it, or portioné of it - I mean
these are statements from the minister.

. There is no justification that I can
see fo; puttiﬁg in Bill 50 right now. You are suppoéed to be
concerned with a bigger, bigger government and I am teiling you
that people are afraid of their lives of government riéht now,

the way that it is being -

MR. NEARY: . $30,000.
MR. NOLAN: $30,000 for the Federation of Municipalities.

We have heard a great deal about the

so-called services to be provided under regional governmment. We
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MR. NOLAN: ‘ 'ate told that down the road it may
provide transportation, and I would like to see that one

véry carefully because even the City of St. John's, in
providing their servicevI believe out to Mount Pearl énd
within the city itself, has some very s;rious financial
" difficulties, very serious financial difficulties. .They

are going to provide garbage.collection. Now I do not

know what the minist;t has in mind, if we had a great
dissertation in a pied piper fashion on the state of the

rats down in his area, well that is fine, but let us

not forget that this government made an attempt and backed

off to put the dump out on Ruby Line or just in that area.
Remember that? Now which commugity are you going to favour
next i wonder or are you go#ng to put an inginerator or
" whatever it is down there in Robin Hood Bay as it 1is presently
situated?

Now the other service,of course,is water.

We have not been told to this moment in this bill what we are
talking about in terms of dollars. The hon. member for

St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) went off into a great
dissertation on the fact that there is not going to be any
additional taxation. I mean that is not true. If that hon,
‘member were oVe? here and we were over there and we said

that he would go right out of his skull, he would be trying
to get a parade going outside the building and wringing his
hands. I can see it now. I have seen it in fact. But the
fact is this, the regional government as I see it; as it is
presently envisaged in this bill, and matk.my words, will
develop into,as sure as you are born, a municipal hydro. And
liéten well because that is what is going to happen, a municipal
hydro, I can see it now. 4

MR. W. ROWE: A monster.
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MR. NOLAN: ) » The people in the communities - ah ha,
but 1t wili not be the govermment, oh no, not at all.

MR, WHITE: ) They will be bringing in a regulatory body
- regional councii.

MR. NOLAN: ' That is right. Regulatory body, correct,
and with what powers? Holy Hannah what poweré! What is going
to happen with water and with the other services that we have
been told about here? You are going to say to the councils,:
"Here, here is your bill, pay.” What are the councils going

to do? They are going to go to the peoéle in the community and
tax them. Where else are they going to go? Not to the minister,
that is for sure. That is youf worry my friends., ~You are
elected out there.

This 1s a momstrous bill.

AN HON. MEMBER: Everybody else has to pay for their water
services. '
MR. NOLAN: I see. Well what we would like to do,

T mean I hate to be presumptuous but we are bold enough over
here to believe that 1f you are going to have that situation
at least vou can elect all the people on the board., I am sorry

to be revolutionary but that is what I believe.

MR. PECKFORD: ) That 1s not an argument.
MR. NOLAN: ' .That is not an argument?- I would rather

have it in the hands of elected officials on that board

11080



June 20, 1978 Tape 4687 (Night) PK -1

Mr. Noldn: than in the hands of the minister and the Executive
Council because those appointed and-the Chairman are- being paid and

"depend  for their ‘livelihood,possibly,on the minister.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, -hear!
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
"MR. NOLAN: I guess perhaps for the same reason why

you did not abolish Hogan‘s Pond in the November é]ection.

AN HON . “MEMBER: That is right.
ANHON. MEMBER:  Hear, hear!
' MR;.NOLAN: Would you 1ike to continue?
"SOME HON. 'MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!
: Mk.‘NOLANz, The member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall)

and..others have stated this is not municipal Ethiopia. This bill can be
changed down the road. - We can bring in amendments. We can do this,
we can do that, we can do the other thing.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR. NOLAN: Why not demonstrate good faith now here in

this session of the House.

SOME 'HON: MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
‘MR NOLAN: ’ Make the changes now. Right now. Not a

year from now.Beqausé I will tell you something.right here and now -
"AN_HON: MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR. " NOLAN: No,the hon. minister I will tell, anyone
else 1 would suggest. The fact is that right now is the time when

you must have all elected members on this Board otherwise, it will never
fly. ' No wayt You have within .this bi1l provision for four members,
five in fact who will be appointed. You have six months and possibly
a year and-a-half and in that time the minister and the Executive
Council and those appointed can bring in what they darn well like, and
the Minister of Education knows it. It is just shameful to see this
kind of thing happening particularly in view of some of the nonsense about .
democracy that we have heard and freedom of speech aﬁd freedom of this

from some members on the opposite side for so many years.
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’ MF.jNofén: Nowbit said and stated that the hon. minister will -

he has the power in the bill but he will not necessarily usé it - he
will not move in and expropriate people's property without compensation,
take it away'from the huniéipa]ities. He will not do that. He will
not do this. He will not do that. But why 'does he want the power?
Why? Is he power mad? ®

Here is the situétion;this bill is much too, too strong
to convince anybody that you need this kind of power now. This is
an expanded Metro Board, and nothina more. An expanded Metro Board!

And the frustrations within the area with certain aspects of Metro Board
are horrendous, and it is time,as the minister indicated,that it was
looked at. The minister also states that it will not interfere where

you have councils presently.: But here isAwhat this bill does sunder

the Local Government Act: Those who are elected are iﬁ a position where

- they have certain authority within the community in which they are elected:
Well what does Bill 50 do? Bi1l 50 has that enormous power over all
communities incorporated or not, not just one community but every single
cdmmunity in the Northeast Avalon, every single one, all within the pages
of this bill. '

Now fhe word of the minister about his good intentions
are not 960d enough. I am not disputing, I am not questioning the .honour
of the hon. minister, but what I am saying is this, that if'you do
not need the power do not have it in here in this bill. Do not have
it there. How can people believe you and trust youz This is going to
effect so many lives, so many Tives that it is criminal to Tet ithis
bill go through the House as it is presently outlined. Absolutely
vicious. And no one in their right mind can vote for this bill.

" No one. It is just shocking.

The minister's word as I said is Just not good enough

on this.
'SOME_HON: MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR: NOLAN: His position '
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MR. NOLAN: is indgfinite. ‘You go to the
Henley Commission. What does the Henley Commission say? In the name

of God! We heard the member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) talking

about 1it,
. b
MP. WHITE: That is what this bill says.
MR, NOLAN: The Henley Commission said - let me

give you a few examples. Taking Mount Pearl into the city of St. John's
- I have not heard the member for Mount Pearl arena jumping up and dowm

about that one.

:

AN HON. MEMBER: . ' No.
MR. NOLAN: The Henley Commission says take

Paradise - I do not have to read {it, I'have read it .~ take Paradise,

cut it in half, put half into St. John's or Mount Pearl and the other

"half in Conception Bay South.

AN HON. MEMBER: Well that would be better.
MR. NOLAN: That is what it said.
- AN HON. MEMBER: They may as well put it in the (inaudible)
MR. NOLAN: ) - . That is right. That is what the Henley Commission

said. - But unfortunately, as in so many instances, they quote the Henley

Commission when it suits their purposes.

AN HON. MEMBER: Right.

MR. NOLAN: 'And when it does not they ignore it.
MR. DOODY: Have they (inaudible)

MR. NOLAN: ] . I do not know. Has he said anything?
MP. DOODY: ) It was not very favourable.

MR. NOLAN: Yes, well, even Mr. Henley, himself is

not jumping up and down with joy in the streets, I understand, as a result

~of this bill. So there you go. There is Mr. Henley for you.

AN HON. MEMBER: Fire him.

MR. NOLAN: . Are you going to fire him?

AN_HON. MEMBER: B No.

MR. NOLAN: . No.

AN HON. MEMBER: S You Qill have to appoint him to the board

if he is that good.
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MR. NOLAN: _ Now here 1s another little thing.
And the people have no control, you see. This is it. Basically this
is it. They have no control over this - none over the regional
government. .

MR.. DINN: (Inaudible)

MR. MURPHY: {Inaudible)

MR. NOLAN: ‘ ;I‘he first six months. Is the

minister disputing it?

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible)
MR. NOLAN: - ' Tell me, how much is the regional

government going to cost per year? - former Minister of Finance.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NOLAN: . How about the build~up in bureaucracy

that you are going to have? I understand the Metro board hired twenty
engineers recently, someone told me. Now they are going to be .into the
regional government, .and that is only the beginning. How about the.
‘paraphernalia that is going to be involved in’ chis massive buteaucratic.
build-up? This is going to be another Newfoundland Hydro but a municipal
hydro I am telling you. We want some answers. ‘ |
MR. DOODY: Maybe we should run a regional water
service without any (inraudible)’

a hundred million dollars
(inaudible)
MR. NOLAN: ﬁell, how is it running now?
MR. DOODY: . Some of these people you just mentioned
are being - ] .
MR. NOLAN: / Well, what is it, gravity feed?
MR. DCODY: That is eighteen times this we,ek he used

that phrase. Has he learned that recently?

MR. NOLAN: : I have never used it before.,
¥R. DOODY: Gravity feed?

MR. NOLAN: Never. ‘

¥R. DOODY: ' I will check that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: - Oh, oh!
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MR. NOLAN: - The minister, I mean, when I knew him
as a boy and we knocked around together his memory was a little more

retentive. He seems to be slipping.

AN HON. MEMBER: | ‘ Eight -

AN_HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. NOLAN: Right.

MR. DOODY: - Gravity -

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh:

MR. NOLAN: The three largest municipalities in

Newfoundland, to the best of my knowledge, are St. John's, Corner Brook
possibly, and I believe Conception Bay South 1is the third largest

municipality in this Province.

AN HON. MEMBER: It is.
MR. NOLAN: It is. Now then, Corner Brook is not

directly involved, but I caution members who do not have any kind_of a
gut. feeling perhaps. because they may not be directly involved in this
particular region to bewére, because this 1s the first gtep, this is the
municipal juggernaut that is going to be unleashed a;ound this Province

before it is all over, I guarantee you, by a bunch of municipal madmen,

" because they have to be.

MR. W. ROWE: Mad planners.

MR. NOLAN:  That is right.

MR. W. ROWE: Mad planners (inaudible)

.MR. NOLAN: This bill now is going to be rather than

something to encoﬁrage'and help people to understand any benefits that might

come abouf as a result of regional co-operation and so on, will do the exact

reverse. It is as simple as that. That is what is going to happen. In fact
this has béen a retrograde step in the worst possible order that you could
dream about. .It is like Mission Impossible to bring this bill in.. People
are scared ;bout itvtight now, very much upset, and for good reason. Now
tﬁen, let me get back to the municipalities. As I mentioned, the three
largest municipalities are St. John's, Corner Brook and Conception Bay South.
Corner Brock is not directly involved obviously in the Northeast Avalon, so

what does that leave? -~ St. John's and Conception Bay South.
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MR. NOLAN: Now then, St. John's has publicly
in the papers, through the press and so on expressed their opposition

to this bill.

AN HON., MEMBER: . That is right.
MR. NOLAN: Conception Bay South in a letter to

the minister have come out flat against this bill - flat against. it!
Aré you going to ignore the two largest muniéipaliﬁies in.the Province
who happen to be in this certain geographical area, whatever that
geographical area isi Zecause again we are not‘cold, not in this bill.
It is a scandal to behold what is happening here. Shocking. And it

could have been done so much easier,
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MR. ‘IOLAN: go much simpler by consultation, by
working on a bill bacg and forth ;ith the different municipalities
pointing out the advantages, Peopleare interested in what advantage
it is going to be to them. Do.you think they care a 'ginker's dam
about the fact that you are going to have five people aﬁpointed and
ten elected? They are not worried about that right now what they
want to know is what is this going to do for or against me? That:

is what they want to know. Is that unusual?

MR. S. NEARY: : How much is it going to cost?
MR. NOLAN: o How much is it géing to cost? How much

is the water going to cost? What 1s this abaut garbage collection?
, What is that going to-cgs:? Is it going to cost me aﬁymore thas I
am paying? Nothing wrong with the services I have now in somé areas. In.
manf areas they are happy with it,problems in other areas. It is B
true. But you havé to admit the day is gone when you can merely bring
this in and-decide that you are the pungence of the people, that you
know better than 165,000 people. All the knowledge on municipal
government on the needs, hopes and asperations of the people concerned
are strictly within the mind of the Minister of Mungcipal Affairs

as indoctrinated by Ma Bell. You know, it is crazy!

AN HON. MEMBER: ’ I told you that.
MR. NOLAN: Yes, I remember your message. So here

we are. We have in the Northeast Avalon region,as best we can ascertain,

as best we can determine.because we are not told - there are no boudaries

outliné&-té us. The boudaries are going to be determined by the

Executive Couneil -

AN HON. MEMBER: Could go to Terra Nova.
MR. NOLAN: Could go to Terra Nova:. That is right! I

mean,there could be moose affected by this there probatly are in fact

for all I know. Yoﬁ are talking about about three hundred miles of -
territdry; And right now you have objections from people ©f the area

and because of the remoteness, -t;—he pieople they feel more and more that

they are being pushed away from government. This is a sort of municipal

insulation.Once again another body, another corporation, another high
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MR. NOLAN: priced and extravagant group to keep

people from the minister's door.

MR. S. NEARY: That is right.
MR. NOLAN: ' This is what it i{s. Phone about a tax

problem''Do.not talk to me,I did not impose it. Here, talk to your
municipal council, talk to ﬁhe regional board,talk to the metro
board, talk to anybody but me." ‘So here we have a situation where
165,000 éeople and you have - I have some noteé here on ele;:ted

representatives in the area which are rather interesting, I

thought, if I can find. it.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. NOLAN: ) Yes, I believe it is.I believe it is.
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

-MR. NOLAN: ) Yes, I do not know where it is now. Oh,

yes,I think I have it. No, I do not. But youl have two federal M.P's,
you have about fourteen M.H.A's,then you have to consider all the
counéillérsthat are involved and then the people themselves who, it
'is rumoured,have some rights allegedly. And not one of them, not one
of them had a copy of the bill, Mr. Speaker.

MR, F. WHITE: ) ' The number represented is

the same as the number of thousands which is 147,

MR. NOLAN: Is that a fact?
MR. F. WHITE: ' Yes.
MR .NOLAN: 147,000. So there we go. How does a

bill relate to the total cost of the Bay Bulls water supply? I

wonder if the .fo'mer Minister of Finance Wwould make a note of that?Maybe
he might be good énough to enlighten us sometime or get his colleague

to do it. How does it relate to the cost of servicing the debt in

relation to the water syétem? What would the taxpayers have to pay

for water when the Regional Government is in place? Give us a cost

projection, please! What is the city presently paying for water,

by the way,about 55 cents for a thousand gallons-or is that erroneous?
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MR. NOLAN: . So what you are going to have, Mr. Speaker,
with this Regional Government you are going to have a highly centralized
type of government for both tier one and tier cwo;that is what you are
doing. So can you imagine the difficulties for someone as far away, for
example,dut in my district as Seal Céve,what they will have in receiving
any satisfaction at 311 from Regional Government. The_vasgness of the

area in my opinion will make it extremely difficult for people to get
anyﬁhing done. And unless you are out there in that municipaliwilderness
you do not know, you just do not know. I suggest to you it is goiﬁg to be
much worse than the present,w&rse that the present situation where
people can put pressure at-least on the local councillor who have a
stake in the area. It isbnothing,as I said,buf an expanded Metro.

Bill Sd could result in an increased impersonalization of human relation-

ship
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MR, NOLAN: throughout the Northeast Avalon? You can
write it down in your book, it is as simple-as that. A complex structure
like this-and it is complex - do not think everyone out there understands

it because they have not been given a chance to anyway.

AN HON.MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR, NOLAN: . That is right. Here we have now federal

government, provincial government, municipal govermments in the area,
Metro Board - remove that, regional governments, school tax authorities,
I wmean beople are being beaten to death by governments of one form or
another. What the people want you to do is winat you were elected to
do and get off their backs. That is all they ére asking. Leave them
alone, let them live peacefully and quite and modestly,if they wisho,with
their familie§ and friends. and get the bureaucrats off their backs,paying
them nigh salaries. Incidentally,could we have now from the former Minis;er
of Finance how much is béing paid to the chairman of the new Regional
Government or the Metro Board and how much money will be paid to the

members tnat are to be appointed? Could we have that information?

AN HON, HEMBER: : How much has already been promised?
MR. HOLAN: How much has been promised? Will the

members who are presently on the tetro Board be now the appointees to
the Regional Government? Are they going to be moved? Are they going
to move the bodies from one fancy office to another? There is real
apprenension over the enormous powers granted the ministef in this
bill. Other than the ordinary housekeeping responsibilities that are
now exercised in many instances by the Metro Board.the new Regional
Governﬁent has no authority, not a bit4to do anything without the prior
approval of the minister. It says here in this bill, They cannot order
a piece of stationery without the‘approval of tne minister and if he
decides to make life rougihh for them, if he decides to make life rough
ile can do it. They are completely under his thumb. They must have the
approval of the minister. " Now you have this power plus the power to
appoint, as I saysand you have one very, very serious situation. Wow
tiie minisper's present authority as I said - what shéuld have happened,

I suppeose.,if you wanted to do things cleanly and properly so that you

11690

oo



June 20,1978 " Tape Xo. 4690 (dight) AH-2

R. NOLAN: would give good localéovernment to people in the Province.
we sihould be here tonight considering the Local Government aAct and the
changes in amendments that you would bring in under the Local Government
act. That is where we shquld have started and then you go on to Regional
Government,but only with consultation by sitting down and realizing that
everyone who is elected in the various municipalities are not stupid,
they are not pawns for the minister, we are not a bunch of municipal

. gofers. They ran honestly, independently to .try to do something because
they lived within the community and they saw certain needs, they talked
to their néighbours, they felt - some of them school teachers, office
workers,.labourers, equipment operators and so cn, they ran because they
thought they could do a good job. Whét this does will make them
municipally impotent, They could be destroyed by the power that the
ninister has here because he can be calling the‘shots. Here is the
service, here is what you will pay. We cannot pay it. Well,you must
pay. So they have one choice, resign or tax the people directly. There
is no other way out for them and there is no councillor in the Northeast
Avalon who should not have spoken out about this bill if he read it at
all,if he had a chance to read it, every single one. I am only sorry
that more individuals who perhaps are already so harassed by the many
problems that they have with the cost of living, the cost of fuel, tie
cost of energy, the cost of clothing, the cost of everything just to

keep body and soui toge:her - not luxuries, I am talking about basic
necessities, education and so on — that they cannot get tangled up perhaps
in this. I remember pleading with peqple on the air doing programmes
when the School Tax Authority was coming in, I remember saying to them
that you had ninety days,I believe it was,to make representation to

the minister but unfortunately it is when the thing is in place, when
you start getting the bills in the mail, when you cannot get a permit

to build, when you have basie services that you are being charged
extravagant costs for because of the bureaucratic build-up,then they
_compléih énd complain bitterly and'with.good reason because they felt
‘that tneir affairs were in the hands of trusted, responsible people that

they elected and sent to the House of Assembly. . snd when they find
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R, NOLAN: out and some of them,later than sooner 1
am sorry to sdy, when they find out what the contents of this bill will

mean to them they will
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MR. NOLAN: detest the day that they voted for
some people in this House of Assembly. They will resent the
fact tha; they have been betrayed by a govefn;en:_into whom
they placed chei; hopes, trust and faith. That is what they

. did.

MR. R, MOORES: That is the gstory of tﬁis
government's -

"'MR. NOLAN: Ve are asked to trust the
minister. We are asked to trust the minister and the
Exeéutive Council here and the powers that are given under
this bill. .

I asked the Premier ;f this
Province three years ago in this House would he set up a
committee of the House to look into the additional office épace
for the_Civii Service in this Province. He said yes, it
seems like a good idea. And by so doing, he said, that will
perhaps alleviate and avoid a situation that we had earlier,
when you hadlthe kerfuffle about tﬁe Dobbin affair, and the
ﬁinister, now the member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall),
resigned. '

This is‘practically, not exactly,
what the Premier of the Province said to me. But you ask him
tgat question today and see the reply you get. Ask him." And
you want me to trust them. Not likely. I will be the last
one on the Northeast Avalon if necegsary but I will never go
along with this bill. I mean Delsey looks good compared to
this. It is shocking. The gall of peoble to brimng it in
and expect us to vote for it. And that is a fact, it is
not going to have any amendments, no changes. We are going
to‘gec into committee on this and we are going to stand
fast unless the governmenf opposite, particularly the

minister, presents a more reasonable, sympathetic, passionate
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MR. NOLAN: unde;standing of the needs and
the hopes of the people, 165,000 of them who arevnow being
municipally jackbooted and I do not like it and I am not
the only one. .

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Consumer Affairs

and the Environment.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, it is.just a pity

the galleries were not full tonight to see the exhibition just

put on by the man who just spoke.

AN HON. MEMBER: " The jelly fish. .
MR. MURPHY: The dramatics, the gestﬁres. I could

almost say now that for the sake of this bill, to see it not
stoéped, open the window and let ﬁe jump now. I think it would
be a terrible.thing to do.

I have listened to this debate.
I have listened to ali.the uproar, cramming sbmeching down
someone's throat.. God help us almighty! How stupid do they
think the people in the St. John's regional area are? I

have represented a St. John's district since 1962, 1962, I

'was alarmed when I heard the rumour going around that there

was great, great objection to this bill. I said to my wife,

"Stand by. I think I will put in four more telephone 1lines."

Did T receive 10,000 calls? Did I receive 5,000? 1,000? 1007

 MR. NEARY: " It is just as well to get a quorum

in, Mr. Speaker. A quorum call.

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! I think there has been

a quorum call.

Call in the members.
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MR. SPEAKER: (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! I would ask the

Law Clerk to count the House. |
I am informed a quorum is present.
The hon. the Minister of Provincial Affairs and the

Environment. .

“MR. A. MURPHY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

' As 1 was saying,I did not receive 4ﬁ0,000, 5,000,
500, 100. I did not receive one call in this great prétest against
this dicatorial attitude of our Minister of Municipal Affairs.’

Mr. Speaker, I am not going to say too much I think
there has been a lTot of gas that is befng re1easéd on this and many
other bills during this past three months. But I would like first of
all, Sir, to say how proud I am of the Minister of Municipal Affairs.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!:

MR. MURPHY: - In my opinion, Sir, he ranks among the leaders in

this House with two or:threevother of our younger members very sincere,

vefy conscientious in the efforts that he is putting forth into the

department and a very weighty department that he has been given the

responsibility for. You know, after being S0.many years in this House
~you are sort of inc1iﬁed to sit back, Sir, when a debate is taéing p1ace'

aﬁd you try to evaluate what {s sincerity and what is government, what

is being said to try to impress the people in the press gallery, and

what is being said by.other people because they feel within themselves

this is what 1 should be doing. I hate like heck to be persona1z.Sir,

in this hon. House beqause when [ did join this House first sixteen

years ago I felt so proud, Sir, to be a member of tﬁis House, the dignity

that went with it; this past few years,perhaps I shoﬁld not say [.am

ashamed to Be here, but the attitudé of members of this hon. House,

particularly, Sir, to the Chair has been most unfortunate as far as [ am

concerned.’ '

Perhaps one of the worst exhibitions I have
seen was today when wé.had distinguished-visitors in the gallery here, and
the act that was put on by the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) and

the Leader of the Opposition.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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all about?

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

MR.. MURPHY:
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What has this got to do with Bill 50?
Hear, hear!
I am just wondering, Sir, what this House is

Hear, hear!

The greatest letdown that 1 have had in

faking part in this debate was the Leader of the Opposition, Sir, the

dttitude he has taken, g young man,I think he has got everything that

any young man should want in this life, -

AN HON. ‘MEMBER:
" MR. MURPHY:
'AN- HON. MEMBER:
MR: MURPHY:

Go on now say the rest of it.

= and he has come here -

Say it all, boy!

- and reduced, in my opinion, Sir, the standard

of debate in this House to a very, very low grade.
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Mr. Murphy: To get back, Sir, to this bill, Bi1l 50, as I said
earlier how proud I .felt when the hon. Minister for Municipal Affairs.
introduced this bi1l, a bill thét I know he has burnt many midnight
, hours to'try fo put into shape. We hear the guff and the propaganda
outside, cramming this down our throats, whb do these people think
they are, these Hitlers. Anybody who hés been in this’House for
sixteen years, S$ir, has an idea.of'what Hitlers'were Tike. When
I sat on that side of the House, Sir, and saw a certain gentleman
cracked his finger here, and everybody genuflected and said, 'Yes,
master, 'what ‘is your wish?‘ And these same people today, Sir, do
not really appreciate what someone is trying to do for them in a very
democratic way. _

This Bi11 50, Sir, was introduced,as the hon. member
for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall), and I would like to bay tribute to
him,Sir, the dignity with which he approached the subject. No theatricals,
no great put on, he just addressed the subject that we are debating here
tonight. A bill, Sir, that in my opinion, will be one of the greatest
steps forward as far as municipal affairs are concerned in this Province,
bringing people together, Sir. There is an old saying, Sir, many hands'
make less work, two heads are better than one. And I believe this is
the idea of this Regional Government Bilil.

The minister pointed out very carefully, I think,
he spoke for somethin§ like two hours, to try to tell people what was
in the bil11. He had the usual hoots and boos and calls from the
other side of the House here but that has become an- everyday occurence
here now. He explained that there are, I think, three basic problems
facing-all areassnot only the regional area of St. John's which we
call the Northeast Avalon Urban Region, but all this Province, Unless
we can all get together oﬁ a regional basis we will not be able to
enjoy many df the things that are enjoyed by other parts of this great
Dominion of Canada. As far as I am concerned the Department of the
Environment is one matter that takes the great amount of time and effort.

At the present time now we have five regional areas that I have been
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Mr. Murphy: working on very closely with the same minister to.
try to cure some of the probiems that are existing. When the hoﬁ.
gentleman spoke about the rats parading from Robin Hood Bay down across
the White Hi11§ he was greeted wi;h howls and jeers. The Leader of
the Opposition, his ladies committee in Carter's Cove presented th
beautiful rats in a cage to my environment officer in Grand Falls only
last Thursday or Friday where they were picketing tﬁeir dump. So
if we laughed, the hon. minister-was being sort of meledramatic, I
do not think that is a -fact because the hon. gentleman's district
proves the same point. And unless somethin§ is done pretty soon
with the dump situation there is Qoing to be a Tot of diseasé spread
and a Tot of complaints emanate from the different areas.

We are working on an area in New World Islands,
I think, some fourteen districts. The hon. member for St. George's
(Mrs. McIéaac) the other day asked me about her area of‘woodvi11e
in the Codroy Valley. We are-trying to go reach them as soon as we
get out of this House,§ometime in October or November I hope to visit
some of these places and meeé With these Eommittees and see w;at we can
do.

As far as Bil1l 50 is conﬁerned, Sir, every
insinuation islbeing put forwarq jdouble taxation, triple taxation,
quadruple taxation. The minister gets up,he explains there will be
no double taxation, there_wi]i be a user pay chérge,possib1y,in the
case of water, waste disposal. Garbage is being collected now, people
are paying for it anyhow. ° But 160,000 or 165,000 people,I believe,
Sir, will be in this region. I think working tocether wwuld benefit.
I am a St. John's man, we are very proud of being St. John's
men. But if the St. John's City Councillors are up in arms in this

[ do not think they reflect.the attitude of
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MR, MURPHY: . the people because I am sure
that the MHAs would be getting the same feed-back that the;e
people are getting. We do not want to fall out with qut
contemporaries here in ghe éity-of St. John's but,you know,
territorial demands have caused many wars in the world and

I think possibly that is one of the little things that are
worrying the City of St. John's~ not the city,but the
council, They are elected to do a job the same as

I was elected to do a job. I do mine to the best of myi
ability. Mine-is one hundred per cént actually municipal.
Perhaps one of the most regressive steps that any: council has
taken,if we are talking about that, if I may get a little
close to home, 1is a notice put into my door today that
garbage will be collected onlybone day a week in the City of
St. John's, one day a week. Can you imagine people through
the Summer with five, six, seven, eight, nine bags of garbage

piled up in their back porch?

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. MURPHY: Well,you put out a bag of garbagé

every couple of days so you are going to have three or four
bags of ga?bage. Right? That is what I am saying., How
about people with big families? It is going to be the same.
There is going to be a lot of garbage to put out.

But that is one of the problems we
face. Robin Hood Bay perhaps is a.disgrace. Has the hon. .
gentleman got a question or are you just mutteriég as usual?
MR. CALLAN: 7 Is it not terrible that St. John's
only has one garbage collection a week?
MR. MURPHY: ' It is terrible. It is a tragedy.

Fifty years ago we had at least two a week, if not three.

AN.HON. MEMBER: : I have never lived in
a place 1like that. I lived in one place that did not have
any.,
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MR. MURPHY: Possgibly you did not,my son. I am
' not arguiﬁg that, fhe City of St. John's,where we pay our
'taxes, has doubled the past four or five years. If we do

not get that service it 1s going to be pretty darn bad.

But anyhow, Mr. Speaker, on this
Bill 50, in my opinion, as I said, I think it is going to:be
a great step forward. This will be the first of many.I hope.
There are many regi&ns being looked at in this Province as
far as this bill {s concerned. We have had this bill that

~ occupies the Opﬁésfion for the past few days, .spreaaing tne
rumours,'double taxation. I haye heard a gentleman on
Open-line with the minister the other morning and ‘I was
so proud of the commentator-ag the time, Mr. Jamieson,
whom I do.not think by any means can be called a biased
PC, who advised the gentleman calling in ‘and trying to
' criticize the miﬁister that he had not done his homework,
he warned him that it was purely a political,gimmick he wae
pulling and that he requested him not to use: his programme
for political purposes. -

This is one of the exa;ples of
what is happening in this Province today with the type of
Opposition we have today. Their greatest weapon today is the
petition, where over two houfs of this House's time is takeni
up preseﬁting petitions, eve?ybody speakg on them. Perhaps
the greatest joke of the season was the petition presented
hv the member for St. George's (Mrs. MacIssac) a few
weeks ago praying that the Minister of the Enviromment would
remove a dump at Woodville. She pleaded with me. Nine members
got up and supported it. It took fifty minutes for that

Vpetition, when I was informed after all this that the dump
had been removed three months before. Imagine if there had

been a dump there how long it would have taken. Just imagine.
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" MR. MURPHY: ) What is the subject for tomorrow?
What is the petition for tomorrow to keep her going for two
and a half hours? The spray programme, poisoning people,
spraying of poisén. '
MR. WHITE: © - Talk.about Bi11.50. -Come om,
talk ‘about Bill 50,
MR. MURPHY: I was just a'littlelbit upset
today when I heard the hon. member talk about his children
going off camping, would it be dangerous for them to be
sprayed? TFate is a pretty grim thing,you know,and I heard
on the radio at six o'clock that thifty children had to be
rushed to hospital out of a city swimming pool because, chlorine
gas egcaped, where we all fee_l it is safe to send our
children.

Here we have been assured by
the highest medical authorities in this Province that there
‘is no health hazard whatever in the spray that is takiz;g place,

but does that suit the Opposition? Not at all.
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MR. MURPHY: The hon. minister has
assurred this hon. House there will be no taxes, no
double taxation.

The hon. member for
Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan),‘i believe him but
wait, we will regret ever doing this.. We will regret
ever doing this, putting through this regional bill.
He is telling the truth but, you know, I have my. doubts.'

Mr. Speaker, bill 50; as I say,
I believe in my own opinion- and I represent'a’great
number of people - that it will benefit St. John's, all
the people of St. John's, and what is more, it will
benéfit the people outside the city of St. John's who,
I think, are going to be the gainers in thisfthing. . They
are the ones who are going to get the most benefit'from
it,not within the city of St. John's where we have pretty
well everything we need. We have.the water and sewerage,
we have the water pipes, we have everything that was paid
for a hundred years ago by our grandfathers, our fathers
and ourselves.

I remember here in this hon.
House six- or seven years ago, énd I think the hon. Speaker
at the present time was here, when the then hon. member
for Conception Bay South - we had two actually, /Mr. Justice

Mahoney and hon. P.J.Lewis - and the story of -

MR. NOLAN: . : Holyrood?
MR. MURPHY: - No, Long Pond, Manuels,I

believe. Right?

- the cesspool that existed
there when in the months of July and August everything was
coming up through the ground and in wells, and not a
thing could be done about it at that time. Now, the
hon. minister in all his'sincerity is trying to do -1
am.ndtvsaying he is responsible for laying the watef pipes

in Conception Bay South, but anyone who lives in that area
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MR. MURPHY: as I do Summertime are
amazed at the great advances that have been made in that
area, around Topsail and all up through. It is an
~education, if péople want to see what is happening in
the immediate area of St. John's and region, to go out
and drive up somé of these roads and see some of the
beautiful homes going up now that services are being
brought there.

The minister cannot take all
the credit for it, it is not his money. Someone paid
fof it and in this connection I think -that $35 million
came for the - Bay Bulll Big Pond, I think, was $35
million. He has assurea everybody in the area, whether
it is New Town, Mount Pearl, wherever it is, that none of
the‘capital cost will be collected back. Am I right on

that, Mr. Speaker?

MR. DINN: No payment.
MR. MURPHY: ) So, let us put that to rest.

.As far as using the water is concerned, I believe again
he quoted something like twenty-five cents for 1,000
gallons and the park is paying sixty cents - am I right? -
on that, Sir, over here to ‘the St. John's council.

So all I would like to put
out to all the members, there is one thing I regret and
I say this very fervently, when I loock at my hen. colleague
from‘Stf John's West, I am just sorry that at the time
th; hon. member was not sitting in at the seven or gighf
or nine meetings that we ‘did have on this thing.

True, as the member for
St. John's East has pointed out, it was, if you like, a
political thing with nine or ten - what was it? - eleven of
us P.C'c sat in there and the hon. memberpeﬂmbs,has
just as much a part of St. John's region although he sat
onrthat side of the House instead of this side. I am

- sure that with sitting down with us - and we had seven
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MR. MURPHY: meetings, we had seven
meetings.

MR. NEARY: Was he invited?

MR. MURPHY: ‘ I doubt if he was invited,
really. I doubt if he was. But I say this, when you
look sometimes - and it has been said, and it has been
said on the opposite_side too = political shades should
not make that much difference in issues that affect so
many of our éeople.

Now, I am not saying let us
do away-with the party system, which-wou1d be a stupid
thing to say in this age, because as you say, we have to
have it, but I do not believe it anyhow, fo be quite
frank. But anyone who looks at this bill has to say that
it is the first step towards regional government as such
in many areas of Newfoundland. My own feeling is this
that we have come a long, long way with many of the
benefits. Perhaps we came a little bit too far too fast
or too quickly. Perhaps we did. Perhaps we are all in

over our heads. The Province,
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Mr;’Mﬁfth: every council.I presume,is in just about as far as
they can go now for monies, Thaf is a sign of the way we are living
today . fou know,,we do not want something tomorrow, next week like
our-fathérs d%d;-we want if yesterday or the day before. The first
thing when we get a job, you know, we do ﬁot want a suit of clothes
1ike most of us want, we want to get a 1978 motor car. Right?
As I say,this is a sign of the times. I suggest, 'as someone said, we
are enjoying a champagne diet on a spruce bee income, and that is
what is happening in many cases in my opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I support this
bi11 because,as I said, I have been at it since - what? It is over a
year now, I think, since last June or last May when the bill was

first introduced, 101? We have been talking back and forth between

ourselves about the bill, and it can do nothing but good, Mr. Speaker,

for the area.concerne& in this. And instead of being a disaster,
I will say when all the political smokescreen is removed and the
people get into what is happening here I will say that within a year
or so that all fhe peop]é cohcerned, the whole 155'000,W1]1 enjoy
a far bettef_standard of services. Possibly some people will say
they are promising this and promising that, but I have great faith
in the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs. And again, I would like
to congratulate him for the job he is doing.

But quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, if we are to
look at what is in this bill and consider the benefits that will .
accrue to all of ‘the people in the area, Sir, I cannot see anybody
that can vote against it except fof purely po]iticalvpurposes.

So I have very much pleasure, Sir, in supporting second reading of

this bill.
SOME_HON: MEMBERS: Amen.
" SOMEHON.. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. F. ROWE: He is not had for a trio.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Trinity-Bay de Verde.

MR. F. ROWE} Mr. Speaker, we have heard from two ministers and
one member member thus far, " Sir, the member for St. John's Centre's

(Mr; Murphy) speech, if I spent, Sir, the next forty-five minutes talking
about the massage pariours on Yonge Street, Toronto,I would be as
relevant as the member for St. John's Centre was in talking to this

bill, Sir.

The member for St. John's Centre came on with an
emotional tirade-it Tacked only'vio]ihs. That was the sum and substance
of his speech, Sir. Hardly any reference whatsoever to the bill except

.that he supported jt.

Sir, the member for St. John's fast (Mr. Marshaf]),

a lawyer and a gentleman, I would have hoped tb stéﬁd in his pldce tonight
and given us a reasonably analytical Took at the pros and cons of the

bi1l for the estabi%shment of the Northeast Avalon Urban Region. But,

Sir, instead we only heard the same old thing references back to the
previous administration, thé usual attack on the Leader of the Opposition.
"And saying, Sir, he makes this bold statement that this government is

not trying to ram the bill down the throats of the people. He kept
repeating it.fIt is all we hear from the Opposition, Mr. Speaker, he said,
. “is.that the Opposition are claiming that we are trying to shove this

bi11 down the throéts of the people." '

Well, Sir, the only thing I can remind the hon. member
for St. J&hn's East (Mr. Marshall),who is not in his seat to hear any
rebuéta1, was not in his seat to hear arguments before he made his speech,
I will remind the‘member in his abseﬁcg, he might read Hansard, of a
phrase uttered by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, I will

go back , "The member for St. John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey) says, "All
we hear from the Opposition, we are trying to shove the bill down the
throats of the people. And the member'for St. John's East (Mr.

Marshall) says, "That is not so". Well, Sir, what does this mean?
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JR.F.ROWE: The Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing when he was speaking said we will do it one way or the other,
we will put this bill through one way or the other. WNow, Sir, what

is that if it is not shoving the Lill down the people's throats? And
'before , Sir, by the way;anybody had an opportunity to see this
bill. WNow they can make all kinds of references they want to to the
various studies that have been conducted, they can make all the
references they want to to the Henley report,but the fact of the.macter,
Sir, is that to my knowledge,with the possible exception of the St.
John's council -I think they might have received it at about the same

time that the House of Assembly did. Am I correct there?

AN _HOH. YEMBER: No -

MR.F.ROWE: They. did not even receive it.

An_HOWN ,MEMBER: - a draft.

MR.F.ROWE: The city council of St. John's received

a draft. But, Sir, to my knowledze no unincorporated community, no

local improvement district, no council or incorporated community =

s .
MR. DINN: ) How can you have an unincorporated community?
MR.F.ROWE: That is.the typical reaction from a

St.John's member, Sir, when he never heard of an unincorporated community.
For the member's benefit Green's Harbour and New Harbour , the second and
third largest communities in the district of Bay de Terde,are unincorporated.
Now, Sir, I do not want the hon. member CO.distract me from the point

that I was making. Sir, the point is that since this bill has been brought
the House - and I believe we only saw it for a few days before we weat

into second reading,=- various communities in the region, whatever the
region represents,were:ringing up looking for copies of the bill, they
were told by the minister that tne jrinters could not get it out in

time. Anybody with any elementary knowledge of the printing process

knows that the setting up-ﬁf the type is the difficult ;hing. Once you
‘start running through the press, whether you run off twenty copies or

twenty thousand copies it is only a ' matter of an nour or two so, Sir,
that is a very lame excusestelling those communities that they could not

get enough copies from the press. Once on the press, Sir, you can run’
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HMRLF.ROWE: off several thousand copies.l,The fact of the matter,
Sir, is that this administratioh deliberately kept this bill away from the
very various communities, unincorporated or incorporéted,for one very

good reason; they ancicipated the negative reaction thnat they were going

to receive publicly before this bill went into second reading. and, Sir,
we .in the Opposition office were inundated with reguests from the various
comunities and we did what we thought best. We took off copies of this
bill and.we sent them off to the various interested bodies and they had

a look at it, Sif, and to my knowledge one community in the undefined
region, just one community in the uncefined region,haspresumably supported
this bill,but, Sir, they say that tﬂere_are certain objectionable'clagses
in this bill - let us not forget that - that the ifount Pearl town .council
have stated very clearly that although they supporf this bill in principle,.
that there are certain clauses in this bill that theylfiAd very objectionable.
And, Sir, let me just make a point with respect to the Opposition's stand
on this! We got going up around the city of St.John's - if I can get the
word out correctly-a mini-megalopoiis, It is growing to one great huge
town, just like the whole Eastern seaboard of the United States now,if

you are flying over it, is essentially one great string of eities,

towns and communities. We have the same thing happening around St.
Join'syapproaching 200,000 people; CWO-fiféhS of the population of

this Province are in this region-that we are talking about and , Sir,
anybody would have to be insane not to suggest that some structure has

to exist, some form of what you would call Regional Govefnmeﬁt, would

have to exist -

MR. PECKFORD: (Inaudible)
MR.F.ROWE: The ignorance of the member for Green Bay

is.deadly, the poison-pen member, Sir, He waltzed into this House
with that walrus mustache of his, twitches it a few time - and what

is e saying? Either the member , Sir, -
g was not here to hear
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MR, F. ROWE:

or if he was listening he could not ﬁnderstand. Because the
‘one Ching thgt I have not done, Sir, I taught at the university
for sevén years, I have always managed to.keep my language
quite simple so that hon. members opposite could understand.

If they cannot understand, Sir, that is their probiem and I
suggest they go back and take a few courses.

MR. W.. ROWE: . = poison pen letters on

them now. It writes black.

MR. F. ROWE: Sir, you know -
SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! )
MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Sﬁeaker, I would remind the 'hon.

gentleman for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) that he is not in his
seat and therefore he cannét utter a word in this Chamber until
he gets back in his seat and then only by léave. .So I would
suggest that the membér get back in his seat and just clam up.
And this is”tﬁe Abn. member, Mr. Speaker, who told us about

the decorum of this House. Here we had the member for St.'John;s
Centre (Mr. Murphy) a few moments ago talking about how the
Opposition is lowering the decorum of this House and we have.
these two hon. gentlemen, and I use the word adviéedlj, backs

to me now who come in here and start jabbing away.

MR. WHITE: ’ Two fine candidates for the
leadership.
MR. F. ROWE: : : . The two candidates for the leadership,

Sir, now getting together,frightened,the Minister of Fisheries is
pulling ahead of them. _

MR. W. ROWE: ' You will see the two of them fighting
with each other anyway. ,

MR. FLIGHT: ' Tﬁe memb;r for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan)
is for regional government.

-MR. F. ROWE: Sir, let me make it -abundantly clear

that we on this side of the House, in case this is ever interpreted
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MR. F. ROWE: . otherwise, ére in. favour of and
support a reasonable form of regional government in any area
of this Province of Newfoundland and Labrador where we think
it could bring otganizafion to the various communities that

- are very close to each other,if not in fact overlapping each
other, and if brought together in some form of regional
government, joint government, would be of benefit to each
other. We stand one hundfed per cent behind that concept,
Sir. However, the way this bill, Sir, was introduced by the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the arrogant

attitude that he displayed -

MR. W. ROWE: . Arrogant 4childish attitude.

MR. F. ROWE: " and childish and silly.

AN HON. MEMBER: - Foolish, silly as a loon.

MR. STRACHAN:. ) Hysterical.

MR. F. ROWE: An overdose of spinach, Sir, he

had before he came into the House when he introduced the

bill. The method that the minister used, Sir, to in;roduce
this bill, as was suggested by some hon., member, I believe

~ the Leader of the Opposition, has probably set back the ;oncept
of the smooth introduction of regional government and regional

governments into various areas of this Province, set it back

ten years.
MR. W. ROWE: At least that.
MR. F. ROWE: Because, Sir, we could have had

the bringing in of regional govermment in this particular area
without any great cbnttoversy. But when the minister comes in
and says, the very first thing, Sir, he does he attacks the
Leader of the Opposition, a personal attack, and then he decidés
to go along the line, right down the line, each member here, and
take them on for somé unknown reason. He attacked me, Sir. You

would not believe why he attacked me, Sir, because I did not thank
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MR, F. ROWE: . him .publicly for $500,000 that the
taxpayers are broviding to Bay de Verde for the first phase

of the water system.

AN HON. MEMBER: ' Shamé! Shame!
MR. F. ROWE: Amazing, Sir. The hon. minister,

Sir, is his own worst enemy. That is point number ome. The
method of introduction of this bill has antagonized the
people in this area, the region, something.uAbelievablé, something
incredible. .

Sir, I listened to an hon.
gentleman ~ Mr. Fahey is it? - Mr. Fahey a few weeks ago, a
few days ago who presented some very logical reasoﬁs why.he
did not like this bill. And after the confrontation that
he had with the minister on an open-line programme, when he
could not even hear the minister because of the technical
set up on that particular occasion, and having heﬁrd tﬁe
minister yesterday introduce the bill, what I am dfraid of now,

Sir, is certain gentlemen like Mr. Fahey
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MR. F. ROWE: ' and other people who are concerned
about eertain details of this bill may be polarized to the point
where we have a situation in this Province where we are talking

about anti regional government and pro regional government and
1 ) . . .

that is the -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) ' abusive.

MR. F. ROWE: : Abusive? So that is the whole reason.

MR. W.N.. ROWE: -« A degpicable display.

MR. F. ROWE: ' An arrogant, déspicable, wmbecoming display

by a Minister of the Crown both on the open line programmes and in this
Chamber, Sir,.‘co the point where instead of being able to sit out 'here
or stand up here and debate and point out what we consider to be the
weaknésses of this bill. We have a situat_ion 'now whel-.'e the government is
trying to establisk{ a pro and anti regional government atmosphere, pot
oniy in this Chamber but outside the Chamber'. And that’is the last thing
we need, Sir, the last thing we need.

. The Leader of the Opposition got up, Sir,
and supported the concept of regional government and, Sir, he wer'xt through it
clause by clause meticulously. Clause by clause and pointed out what he
ar;d we consider to be the weakr;esses and the oppresive, repressive, regressive

undemocratic and negative aspects of this bill.

MR, W.N. ROWE: We got abused.
MR, F. ROWE: And,Sir what happened? As a result of that

we get a vicous attack from the member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall).
A vicious 'attafzk! And the 'memher for St. John "s Centre

getting up,the tears rolling down his facé, the member for St. -John's
Centre (Mr. Murphy), the tears rolling dM his face, Sir, saying this

young gentleman with such great promise, how he‘ has lowered thé decorum

of the House and all this kind of foolishness.

~The only thing missing, Sir, were the violins.
Sir, most unbecoming of the hon. minister. The minister, Sir, has passed his
political menopause. There was a time, Sir, when I had a great deal

of admiration for the hon. member who used to be the Leader of the Opposition.
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MR. F. ROWE: There were times, Sir, when I sat up
there in the galleries as a student and sat down, Sir, and felt sorry
for the hon. member wheﬁ he was leader of the Opposition becagse he
was up againét a glant in tﬁe realm of debate with the former Premier.
Then, Sir, when I saw him in his first years of government display
incompetence in cértain respects - I am not attacking the minister
personally,but some ministers are competent, some ministers are
incompetent « and in this particular case, Sir, we have an incompetent
minister who has to resort to tear-jerking personal attack agd'abuse
on members opposite when they dare question é clause or two of this
bill. And, Sir, the hon. member opposite talks about dictatorship in
the previous administration and then he gets up and complains about
‘the fact that we do not bow &own'and say 'yes','yes',{yes'. How many
:imes?: One hundred and forty-eight times, one hundred and forty-nine

times we are supposed to say 'yes','yes', 'yes' 149 times to every

clause in this bill and unless we say 'yes', 'yes', 'yes'; 149 times
we are lowering the decorum of this House.

Sir, regional government,which we support,

" and Bill SO are as different as night and day.

AN HON. MEMBER: Bill 50, that is not regional government.'
MR. F. ROWE: . Regional government, Sir, and Bill 50

area as different 'as night and day -

MR. W.N. ROWE: It is an extension of the Cabinet,that is
Call..
MR. F. ROWE: It is as simple as that. Sir, the Minister

of Municipal Affairs and ﬁousing gets up another example, Sir, of how
therminister started.this off on the wrong track - theminister gets up,
Sir, gnd introduces the bill. Now, Mr. Speaker, we all understand

the parliamentary systemithe minister introduces the bill, He understands
the principle of the bill. He has unlimited Eime to introduce the
principlevof the bill. He took about what? - an hour and a half to
introduce the bill. He has unlimited time to introduce the principlé

of the bill. Now, Sir, understanding the parliamentary system he then
closes the debate on the hill at which time he counterattacks the

argumentation that he might have gotten from this side of the Fouse.

_But what could the minister do, Sirp
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MR. F.B.ROWE: Without any reference to the
bill at all, without any reference to a single clause, the

minister, Sir, counterattacks before the alleged attack.

MR. W.N.ROWE: - . imaginary arguments. Straw-
men.
MR. F.B.ROWE: Sir, he had imaginary arguments

in front of him, imaginary attacks in front of him and

he counterattacks before the alleged attack. Sir, I just
could noi believe it. I céﬁld not beliéve-it, Sir, how

a minister who has an opportunity to preseht‘a bill,
explain the principle of the bill, point oﬁt, presuﬁably,
the reason and the rationale for the bill would get up and
counterattack when he knows full well that he has the
opportunity to do so in closing the debate on the bill.
éompletely unbelievable, Sir.
} Apparenﬁly, Sir, the only way
to deal with.thé army, the parade of rats, in the

midst of his hysteria, Sir, the minister said, ‘'The parade
of rats from the Robin Hood Bay dump to Pleasantville. We

have to stop the parade of rats."

MR. W.N.ROWE: They mistook it for a Tory
" convention.
MR. F.B.ROWE: And, Sir, that was the rationale

for the bill. We have to stop that army of rats.

MR. DINN: Regional waste disposal.
MR. F.B.ROWE: ' But he invited hon. members

opposite to go down and look at the parade of rats and that
was supposed to be reason enough to vote for this bill.
The regional water supply, Sir, we have that already.

’ | Sir, in the few moments

remaining let me just point out once again, because hon.

members opposite have not addressed themselves to these

points.
SOME. HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. F.B.ROWE: The two hon. gentlemen opposite,
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MR. F.B.ROWE: the ex-cabinet minister and
the present incompetent minister are interrupting the
member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) who is trying to listen,

I believe. He is trying to listen, I believe.

MR. PECKFORD: © He is trying to think,
obviously.
MR. F.B.ROWE: ) The hon. member for Kilbride,

I think, wants to speak. And I hope the hon. member for
Kilbride will address himself to the specifics. And ve

do not have to wait for the Committee stage for this one
because ‘some of the specifics of this bill really are

the principle of the bill. They‘represent the principle
of the bill, and before I get into that I might ask - and

I found this just unbelievably partisﬁn that the member
for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) could stana.in his
place tonight, Sir, énd say that the P.C., the Tory M.H.A's
representing St. John's goﬁ together, presumably in their
homes, on a number of occasions, I think he said seventeen
or eighteen occasions~ why was not the member for' Conception

Bay South (Mr. Nolan) invited?

MR. W.N.ROWE: Secret meetings.
MR. F.B.ROWE: I ask hon. members opposite that.

We did not even know the meetings were going on, Sir. The
.first revelation of these meetings were made here in this
Chamber since this bill was introduced. The member for
St. John's East, Sir, admitted in the House tonight that
the reason the member for St. John's West (Dxr. Kitchen) -
was not invited was because he had a different politicai

stripe. He said that.

MR. MORGAN: - Because he was not elected.
MR. F.B.ROWE: ' He said, when he was elected

he was not asked to attend these meetings because he was
of a different political stripe. He said that in this

Chamber, Sir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. PECKFORD: He said no such thing.
MR. F.B.ROWE: And here is the member for

Conception Bay South(Mr. Nolan) who represents, .l

believe, the third largest council in this Provincey,who
was not asked for input into this Tory secret meeting.

MR. MURPH&: . "I am not making excuses,

but we had a St. John's caucus - .

MR. F.B.ROWE: Well, that is a pretty poor
excuse. That is an excuse but that is an‘excusé that, Sir, -
I cannot even find to jump on, to step on. Because, Sir,
the region,as it hapéens, includes just\more than ﬁhe core
of this City of St. John's. St. John's South, where does

‘that go? And Kilbride goes into the Goulds.

MR. MURPHY: St. John's South.
MR. F.B.ROWE: ‘ St. John's South, right! It

extends out that way. St. John's East Extern is urban -
rural, I am sorry - part of it is rural, Conception Bay

South is a natural extension of St. John's;

MR. PECKFORD: .You are beginning to learn
distance.
MR. F.B.ROWE: Listen to. the Smart Aleck

‘cracks. Mr. Speaker, since you are in the Chair I ask for
complete and utter silence from members opbosite, Sir.
t

MR. SPEAKER(Collins) : Order, please!

The hon. member asks that he
be heard in silence,which is his right.

MR. F.B.ROWE: Now, Sir, when the member for
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MR. F. ROWE: * Kilbride (Mr. Wells) stands in his
place, Sir, I-hope he addresses himself to the points that have
been made by the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. W. Rnwé) and

the mémbér for Conﬁeption Bay South (Mr. Nolan), because I

think they are very serious matters of principle with

regpect to this biil. '

; would like him,for example, Sir,
to take note of,clause‘(3),?Theputpo§e of this act is to provide
a framework for regional government in the Nortﬁeast'Avalon
region in order to provide certain municipal services of a
region on a regional nﬁture throughout the region, as
delegated to the regional council by the Lieutenégt-éovernor

in Council and provide local government in the unincorporated

~areas of the region."

Sir, the power'here rests wholly
and solely with the Lieutenant~Governor in Cquncil, which is

in-effect the PC Cabinet. Now, Sir, I submit -

AN HON. MEMBER: A lot of people think there
s -
MR. F. ROWE: Sir, I am only listening to what

I hear and read in the papers and what I hear on the phone and
what 1 hear in letters that are written to me; certain people
find that clause (3) very objectionable., .They do not think thaf
the Lieutenant-Governor i; Council, the PC Cabinet, should have
that particular power. It is aé simple as that. So I would
like to hear the member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) or any
other member, address themselves specifically to_that and try
to rationglize why they are supporting ;hat particular clause.
Now, Sir, clause &5) says, 'Except
as is necessary for thé regional council to exercise powers
granted to,under or pursuant‘to this act, nothing in this
act is to abridge the poweis granted to any municipality or

board under the Local Government Act 1972, any community under
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MR. F. ROWE: ' _ The Community Councils Act 1972,
or the eity of St. John's, under the City of St. John's Act.!

Now, Sir, that sounds very, very
good except for.the first four words there, "Except as is

necessary." Except as is necessary.

MR. W. ROWE: To who? Necessary to whom?
MR. F. ROWE: Back to the Cabinet, the PC Cabinet

again, Sir, the PC Cabinet.

Clause (6), Sir, region established
and the boundaries. "There is hereby established a region to be
known as the Northeast Avalon region for such purposes of local
government throughout the region as are delegated £o regional
council by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council or set out in thie
act."

And clause (7), Sir, says, "That
boundaries of the region are to be prescribed by oxder of the
Lieutenant-Governor in Couﬁéil.". Sir, here we are talking about
a regional govefnment, the Northeast Avalon urban region and
this House does ngt know the boundaries of that region yet and
here we are debating the bill, and you are expecting the people
out in the Northeast Avalon region, whatevgr that fepresents

" to say, "Yes, we accept this bill. We take it down'ﬁook, line and

sinker." 1Is Foxtrap gdinz to be in it? 1Is Holyrood going to be
in it? 1Is for example anybody who is working in St. John's,
supposiné there are fifty or so peoole living in_some community
out on the Isthmus and they come in and‘they use the roads in the
city, they use the services of this c;ty, are they going to be
included in this Northeast Avalon urban region for that reason?
What is the rationaie for it, Sir? What is the rationale going
to be for the establishment of the boundaries of the Northeast

Avalon urban region?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. F. ROWE: I ask tne speaker, dir, socme uon.

members I will accept comment but not these two gentleman, Sir.
Here we are, Sir, debating a bill
and we do not even know the bouhdaries of the region.that we
are talking about. But we know ome thing, Sir, the Cabinet can
sit up there around that round table and they can do what they -
did yith the E;ections Act, or with the electoral boundaries,
they set up this great fancy commission, they received the
commission, they took it, Sir,and'they threw it in the harbour
and they got down there one night, the Cabinet, and they carved

out districts, Sir, like you would not believe. Oh no.
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Mr. F: Rowe: They tried it in Trinity-Bay de Verde, Sir.

Trinity South, Sir, what did they do? They took out Dildo and

~ Blaketown aﬁd all those great Liberal communities, Sir, whip them

out and move the boundary up to Néw Harbour'-

AN HON. MEMBER: They did not do.it,thoughs they tried.

MR. F. ROME: - and then they slipped in Bay de Verde that
:was two to one P.C. before. Now we will get the Libera1§ into

Trinity-Bay de Verde. .And what did Bay de Verde do, Sir? They

switched right around. Two to one P.C. in 1972, two to one Liberal

in 1975." It did not work, Sir. And they will do, Sir, the same

thing with carving out the bounda}y of this Northeés; Avalon Urban

Region. I can-hear them now, Sir, -

" "SOME 'HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! .
"'MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I request silence for the third time.
MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please!

The hon. member,if. he wishes,can request that the
Chair insist on silence on his behalf, which of course is in our
Standing Rules that si1énce ;hou1a be maintained when any member is
speaking. vSo that this restriction .;hpiies to all members of
the House.
MR F. ‘ROWE: Sir, I'do not just wish, I demand from these
two hon. gentlemen. -

Now, Sir, these hon. gentlemen can sit up there
in .the Cabinet Room and the member for Harbour Main (Mr. Doody) can
say:'goy, Mr. Premier, Holyrood.,they are vicious out there. - They
do noé want to be any part of this regional government.'

MR; DOODY: (Inaudible).

MR:'F; ROWE: Oh, the member's ears have not been 6pen outside of
the Overpass.

AN_HON. “MEMBER: B Just Holyrood -

MR; F; ROWE: - Well,if he went outsidé of the Overpass he would

not find his way back, Sir.
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MR. W. ROWE: - Everything looks like a giant -
MR. STRACHAN: ' Give him a compass.
MR. F. 'ROWE: _ What I am saying, Sir, is that with the power of

the Capinet with respect to the boundaries here they can carve this
Northeast Avalon Urban Region up to their hearts' delight. And, Sir,
that is what I am afraid is going to happen. Now, Sir, that is Clauses
number (6) and (7).

Sir, I would like the member for Kilbride
(Mr. we]1s)'to comment on this great democratic clause here, that the
regional council is to consis; of a Chairman, and four councillors
at large to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council, again
by the Cabinet, fiveAmembers, Sir, of this regional council are going
to be appointed by this hon. crowd over there, Sir. Four councillors
are going to be elected at large, Sir, in accordance with the provisions
of the St. John's Municipal E1eétions Act, and six councillors elected
iﬁ accordance With The Local Government Act etc. But, Sir, that
.sounds very good. We are going to have five appointed and we are
going to have tenre!ected. It sounds very, very good until we go over
to Clause (12), and what do we see, Siry And by the way,these five
people are appointed by the P.C. Cabinet with a'provision for ten to be
elected. It sounds good on the surface.

Clause (12) says, a little subtitle there, the
first election, the first election of the elected councillors is to
take place within six months of the coming into force of this Act

o on a date fixed by the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council. The second
election of the elected councillors is to be held on the first Tuesday
in December of 1981, and subéequent elections are to be held on the
first Tuesday in December in every fourth year thereafter.

Sir, this essentially means this, that the
appointees of this government ,the hand chosen Chairman and four
counci11ors,'the hand chosen persons of this Administration can, if
I am not incorrect, can hold power for one and a ha]f years. One and
one half years, Sir. Now what can they do in one and one half years,

Sir? And, Sir, by the way,to make matters worse, remuneration. Now
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Mr. F. Rowe: Tet us add these three things together, Sir, five
gentlemen who can hold power for one and a -half years are going to be
paid by,guess whom, Sir, the taxpayers? Yes. The taxpayers

who elected them? No. Byt, Sir, they are going to be paid. The
Lieutenant Governor-in-Council may authorize the regional council

to pay'théAChairman,
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MR. F. ROWE: : vice~chairman and the other councillors
such annual or other remuneration as may be contained in the authorizationm.
Sir, 165,000 people to 200,000 people are going fo be in the clutches, can
be in the clutches of five people who are appointed by this administration,
appointed by this hon. crowd, Sir. It wouldAmake youA- Sir, you would
need a vomitorium when you think of what is running this Province here,
Sir. This hon. member for St. Johm's North (Mr. J. Carter) flicked out of
the portfolio of .Educationy the hon. mémber who has the gall to go out,
Sir, to a Pentecostal school board that ;s in financial trouble and they
wére pleading with him for financial help. Do you know what advice the
hon. minister gave, Sir, when he was Minister of Education? Run a few
Bingos ~ to a Pentecostal school board! Sir, make no wonder he was

turfed out by the ear!.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. F. ROWE: ‘ ) Incredible, Sir! What insight, Sir!

And we have to sit in here and listen to the barks from that hon.

gentleman.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: ' Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER: Sounds very sensible to me!

MR. F. ROWE: . You should have been‘chere and seen

how sensible the school board found it.

SOME HON._MEMBERS: Qh, oh! .

MR. F; ROWE: . It {s so amusing, Sir, I almost forgot
the points I am making. And, Sir, we have to sit here and listen to jabs
.andngrs and vibes and jibes and gabs and everything else from the hon.

gentleman opposite.

- SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) ' Order, please!
MR. F. ROWE: Sir, this is a fundamental principle in

this bill that I wish hon. members opposite would relate themselves to, the
fact that you can have five people in this Province control the destiny of

165,000 to 200,000 people - five peoplé not elected by these.165,000 people,
but appointed by this government and who will do, Sir, what this government

tells them to do for the very simple reason that they are appointed and paid
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¥R. F. ROWE: . by the P.C. Cabinet. It is as simple
as that, Sir. They can establish whatever regulations they may; they

can set up whatever boundaries they may; they can expropriate what they

‘wish, as was pointed out by the member for.Twillingace, the Leader of

the Opposition. Prescribed power ., privileged meeting, Sir: chis crowd,
Sir, these five appointees for;one and one-half years, every méeting of
the regional council is open to the public unless it is held as a
pfivileged meeting or declared by vote of the counc;llors presenf at the
meeting to be a privileged meeting. So theoretically, Sir - oBviously

they will not do this - buf théoretically they could have privileged

meetings for one and one-half years. And I would.submit, Sir, that they

will have a great number of priviléged meetings when. they want to'deai

with some;hing'that‘they know that the 165,000 people they are representing
and they are not elected by will not like. And theéy will have these -
brivileged meetings. And, Sir, in Section 30, other prescribed powers -
Section 32: 'Acquiring the property -of municipalities; methods of acquiring
properfy' - Sir, the ‘point that 1 am making, and this is the most dangerous
chiﬁg I have seen in this bill,.aﬂd I will go back to it and I repeat it to
boredom until it sinks into hon. genclaman's heads.opposite, that
thése five appointees can have dictatorial power for up ‘to one and one-half
;ears.'vNcw, Sir, that is bad enough. Sir, there was mention made of an

hon.

11424



June 20,1973 Tape No. 4704 (Night) AH-1

HR.F.ROWE:

gentleman by a number of members on boﬁh sides of the House, iir, John
0'Dea. L spent nineteen.hours sitting in a car with him stuck on

the Trans-Canada Highway there last Winter when we want off the road
in a snow storm - the oaly thing we had to.eat, Sir, were these little
plastic containers of mustard and relish and catsup, that was our
midnight meal,and breakfast—and I had nineteen hours Qith Mr. John
0'Dea and, Sir, I fouud him to be a perfect gentleman, an'abSOIutely
perfect gentleman. But that does not mean that everything he has

done in ihe past or he will do in the future is right. We can all make

mistakes.
AN HON.MEMBER: In that nineteen hours.
MR.F.ROWE: In that nineteen hours we obviously made a

mistake.and find ourself in a ditch for nineteen hours.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR.F.ROWE: Do not ask such embarrassing questions. Well,

Mr. Speaker, the point is that he is absolutely marvelous gentleman, he
"has made a great contribution to this Province but he has injected’
himself into the debate by the news media and he has been named Chairman

of this regional council and he is going to be paid by this regional

council.
AN HON. MEMBER: : How much?
MR.F.ROWE: That is a good question. I guess the

Lieutentant-Governor in Council or the Minister of iunicipal Affairs
and Housing-will decide the salary of the hon. gentleman but that is a
- minor detail, Sir, If it is out of kilter, if it is anything like the
Hydro chairman we may ask some questions about it. But he is.an hon. -
gentleman, Sir, and the fact of the matter‘is that he and four other
people are going to have gnd can nave not only dictatorial powers, that
is bad enough, "I would rather, Sir, see them have complete autoncmy
from this hon. crowd over there, I would rather see them working unto
themselves than be tied'into this Cabinet cver there, Sir, because I
can bet you my sessional pay, Mr. Speaker ,-and God knows I néed it, 1

bet you my sessiocnal pay that when the Cabinet says ,"Jump!" the chairman

11125



'June 20,1978 Tape No. 4704 (Nigat) All-2

“R.F.ROWE: and the four other appointed councillors
will jump, it is as simple as that. Now, Sir, I am rapidly running out
time and I would ask hon. gentlemen opposite, I would respectfully ask,
Sir, that they address themselves to the points that we have brougat

up in this bill that we feel are‘very, vefy undemecratic and that we
fear and let them not attempt to use this old procedure, Sir,bof
polarizing the situation because the next thing you know we are going

to Hear this, Sir, Ehe Liberal; are against Regional Govermment, that
is what they will be saying next, the Liberals are against Regional

Government,and we are for it.

A HON.MEMBER: " I will not be ashamed of that
(inaudible)
R, F,ROWE: » Sir, we are against Regional Government

when it.comes to a bill like this.dut I will tell you one thing, Sir, we
are firm believers in organizing groups of communities but not under this.
kind of a formula. In no way, Sir. In no way. After years of building

up a democratic system and gradually moving away from local improvment
&istricts and having elected council - and I give the Minister of ifumicipal
Affairs and Housing credit for increasing the number of elected councils
in this Province and I give the previous administration credit for doing
the same tﬁing and undoubtedly there will be more elected councils when
we take over - but,, Sir, this is a gigantic step backward when you have

‘a Regional Government that starts off entirely wrongly, entirely on the

wrong foot.
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MR. F. ﬁOWE: The first fundamental step I would
suggest, Sir, if we are going to have regional government in
this area, is,number one,to define a boundary and,number two,
to have an election of the_peopie of these councillors. Why
did the hon, mémber for St. John North (Mr. J. Carter) say

we are against ﬁoc bridge financing but something he could <

MR. Jb. CARTER: ’ . Delegated authority.
MR. F. ROWE: No. No., He did not say that. He

made some reference to a carrying over bill, you know, an
interim bill type of a bank.
Sir, the danger about this is

this, is that this may be a bill -

MR. J. CARTER: Enabling legislation.
MR. F. ROWE: . - enabling legislation, that is right.

Enabling legislation, Sir, if this is enabling legislation it is
«
very dangerous enabling legislation because it gives the power to
too few people for too long a length of time and basically the
power goes right back to the round table on‘tﬁe eighth floor,
and Sir, that is not very funny when wé have seen what this
!

government has done over the past two or three years.

‘Now, Sir, I would ask and appeal
to hon. gentlemen opposite to address themselves to these clauses
and stop this_foolish bickering about whether we are lowering
'the decorum of‘the House, or whether they have greater
expectations for some hon. gentlemen over here and relating back
to the previous administration. Sir, that kind of thing is
totally irrelevant. I have yet, Sit,,éeally to hear an hon.

member opposite address himself to the principle detailed and

the specifics of the bill, including I might add the minister

who -
MR. FLIGHT: Particularly the minister.
MR. F. ROWE: ~ who was so nervous abcut this bill

he closed the bill before he even introduced it.
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MRS. MACISSAC: And then he ran away.

MR. F.;ROWE: Back forward, Sir.

MR. PECKFORD: Do you want to adjourn the debate.
" MR. F. ROWE: No; I will not need to adjourn the

debate because my time has run out so if some hon. gentleman
wants to adjourn the debate before eleven o'clock I will

be only too glad to let him do so, Sir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: ‘ The hon. member for Mount Scio.
DR. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, it being one minute

to eleven and this bill is certainly very important to my district
and therefore I look forward to getting into debate on Thursday

afternoon, I hereby adjourn the debate.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member has adjourned the
debate.
MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I move that this

House adjourn until tomorrow, three of the clock.
MR. SPEAKER: It is moved that this House adjourm.
Is 1t the pleasuteldf the House to adopt the motion; those in

favour "Aye,"
y

contrary 'Nay", carried.
This House is now adjourned until

tomorrow, Wednesday at three of the clock.
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