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The House met at 2:00 P.M.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

R SPEAKER: - Order, please!

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. STEAKER: The hon. Premier;

PREMIER MOORES: . Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
'ali'members of the House to join.with me on the governmeﬁt side

in an expression of deepest sympathy to the families qf.thg men

and women who died on Friday morning's tragic plane crash on the
Bauline Line. The death of four members of the Hiséoric Monument's
Board is undoubtedly the loss for Canada as a whole. All of these
individuals were prominent in the study of Canadian history and

will I am sure be dearly missed by the associates as well as the
public at 1arée.

I would gish to pay special tribute to

Mr, William Manning who,,: as many of you know,was a tireless worker
iﬁ ﬁany §ommunity activities,including the Knights of Columbus

-and the St. John's Regatta Committee. Mr. Manniqg Qas elected the first
Mayor of Torbay six years ago and worked hard to see improvements made
in his hometown. It was only on Thursday pastvthat Mr. Manning ;aw the
realization of one of his 1ifelong ambitions,the designation of Torbay.
as a national historic site. I know all members jain me in extending
deepest aympathy to the families and friends. of all the victims of
‘this plane crash during this time of bereavement.

MR. "SPEAKER: _ The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

Mﬁ. W.N. ROWE: ' Mr. Speaker;of course it goes without -
saying that we on this side of the Housé would want té associate v
oﬁrselves very much with the words of sympathy and coﬁdolences.
exptessedvby the Premier in connection with this very tragic:

plane crash on Friday. Thé House Qill‘fecall, Sir, that it was
"with a great deal of éhock that each @ember here on Ftriday heard

the news: At that time,of course ;it was mere rumour and we d&d not

1iybe
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MR. W.N. kOWE: kn&w who was involved or what

names  were involved in the crash.We did notvknow how many

people were killed., Sir, it was a shock and a tragedy not

only for the ten individuals involved-it is always a terrible
thing'when one individual-loses his or her: life. - but, Sir,

also in this case we had a group who were dedicated to ‘the
preservation of things historical in the Province and that,in
addition to the lives last,will be a sad loss for

everybody who treasures and_;;;;s fg treasure historical

monuments and historical sites in this Province. Sir, the ten

who died,as the Premier mentioned,were a combination of Newfoundlanders
and matnlanders and 1 too would like to particularly associate

myself with his remarks concerning William Manning,the Mayor of Torbay.
Sir,everybody who had anything to do with politics,I suppose,
municipal or provinciél,and certainly anything to do with Signal Hill
knew William Manning well and had nothing but respect for him

and what he stopd for, what he was trying to do for his community

and for Newfoundland and Labrador as a whole. Sir,it was a very

sad 'day,- one that nobody wants to ever see recur in this Province.
Sir,I would like to join with the Premier on behalf of my colleagues
here in making certain that a message of sympathy and condolences

is sent from this House to the families of eacﬁ of the individuals

who so tragically lost their lives in that crash. I am sorfy?

MR. S. MEARY: I would like to know why it crashed.
MR. W. N. ROWE: Yes, of course. Obviously there will

be an investigation by the Department of Transport oryif not, and .
pérhaps in addition to.a magisterial énquiry so thét,as I mentioned ~
earlier,we do not see thé recurrence of this sort of thing again

for whatever reason it might have been. So,as I say,we j&in;

in expressing our sympathy and our condolences to the widows, husbands,
widoweré and fémilies, children of the people who so tragically andl

sadly lost their lives in that crash, Sir.

(g 69
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MR. SPEAKER: ’ The hon. mémber for Eagle River.

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker by leave I would like

to express a tribute to the pilot, Mr. Gerald Eichel;lif that is
permitted. He was a very close friend of mine who flew the
Labrador Coast for many vears, five and a half years, and I

would like to pay tribute from everybody on the. Labrador Coast
"since many people have called me. He was the pilot, in fact, who
flew me in the last election campaign -~ flew with us and stayed

at our home I would 1like to pay tribute to him as an excellent
pilot. He showed the skillslthat all bush pilots show and I think
that.ché crash hopefully will not be a reflection .on his skills
because I know him as a tremendous pilot and I would like to express"
my dppreciation of him. v

MR. S, NEARY: Mr. Speaker,

7o
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member fof LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: ' Mr. Speaker, if I may I would Tike to turn to
another matter, Sir. It is always a very proud moment for Newfoundlanders
when anybody.in this Province wins arnétiona] award or an international
award. - Well, Sir, over the weekend hon. members have probably heard

- that two national awards came ;o Newfoundland, one to Marystown , and

one to Corner Brook. AVocM'g.'Eubsidary station CHCM in Marystown

won another award called the Community Leadership Award for Canadian Radio.
The award was presented at The Radio and Television News Directors
Association which was held this past weekend in-Vanc0uver,vand the award
is for efforts of CHCM }n Marystown to have the federal government .
conduct an inquiry into the sinking of the trawler Cape Rozaf&

' Mr. Speaker, the other award was also a national
award called the radio Dan McArthur Award this award went to CFCB Radio
Station on the West Coast in Corner Brook. And it was won for a
documentary in connection with the seal hunt,and I am surprised that
the hon.. the Premier,who has been so active ih the pro-Seal Campaign,

did not leap to his feet this afternoon to congratulate Radio Station
CFCB in Corner Brook for winning the Dan McArthur Award for a decumentary
on the Seal Hunt.

As I say, Sir, these are really proud moments
for Newfoundlanders.When we can win an award in the Atlantic region
‘we always feel very'happy and proud, but when we can take on the
rest of Canada, Sir, and beat out the radio stations in the whole
of Canada - and have two awards come into Newfoundland at that same time -
and I believe this is the second award, by the way, for CFCB who also

won an.award for their coverage of the sinking of The William Carson.

They won a coup]e of Atlantic prov1nces awards, -and this is the second
time within a year that they won the national award.

I am sure the House would not want these events, Sir, to go unnoticed
and T would hope that somebody on tﬁe other side would second my
motion to extend our sincerest congratulations to Radio'Station'VOCM,
especially its satellite station CHCM in.Marystown, and Radio Station

CFCB in Corner Brook, and especially to the particular newsmen who had

e
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Mr. Neary: to do with putting together these documentaries and
these community leadership items.
So, I hope, Sir, that both sides of>the House

wil1.congratu1ate today these two radio stations.

"SOME "HON. "MEMBERS: Hear, hear:
f MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR HICKMAN: S Mr. Speaker, if I may on behalf of hon. gentlemen

on this side of the House join with the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr.
Neary) in firstly congratulating Radio Station CHCM,the first-station
on the South Coast of Newfoundland, the first radio station to be
established on that Coast, And that in itself was a tremendous accomp]ishmeﬁt
because prior to that the majority of listeners along the South Coast
" were under a steady barrage from radio stations in Cape Breton and in fact
New Carlisle and other places. -When I was a boy in Grand Bank we got
our news from CFCY, I think it was, in Sydney, or CHNS .in Sydney. CHCM
has shown a gréat deal of'community leadership, not just in their efforts
to persuade the Minister of Transport in Ottawa to initiatg an inquiry
into The Cape Royal, but practically every worthwile cause on the
South Coast that requires some leadership and organization and one finds
CHCM very much in the fore.

CFCB again proves beyond reasonable doubt that the
private r;dio station54 ,and the private media can,when called upon so to do
with much 1ess cost or that much less cost than some other areas,present
and provide excellent dOCumentar1es on matters of 1mportance and pub11c
interest in this Province.

We extend to CHCM and the staff at Marystown our
congratu1ati§ns on & job well done in receiving an award that goes beyond
the Provincial scope in its nature, and also we congratulate the
management and staff of Radio Station CFCB in Corner Brook again for

doing such a good job

%%
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MR, HICKGAN: on behalf of tﬁis Province in bringing our message

to the attention of people beyond our shores.

PRESENTING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Leader of the Opposition. -
MR.¥.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I have the distinct honour and

privilege of presenting today a petition containing some nearly 1,5C0
names in this one petition. I understand there are several o;hers being
circulated or have already been circulated containing many more names
from the students at Memprial University. I belieQe, Sir, we have the
honour today of having several students from that university looking in
on our proceedings so it is an opportune time, Sir, to present it. I
received the petition only a short few minutes ago. The petition reads
as follows, MNr., Speaker:

“"To the hon. House of Assembly. Whereas measures
introduced in the 1978 budgetjconcerning changes in student ald will
tend to place a tremendous financial burden on graduates from Memorial
Uniyersity,and whereas these changes will cause a substantial decrease
in_enrolmeng at the University based on financiai rather than academic
dualifications,and whereas the increase in the operating budget for
Memorial University is insufficient to cover inflation in salaries and
costsyand whereas this minimal increase will decrease the quality of'
education at Memorial University,and whereas tuitlon and pagidence fees
will be forced to rise,therefore we the undersigned respectfully petition
the government of the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador to reconsider
the allocation of funds in these areas of the budget and respectfully
requést that the government increase it; support of university educationj'

And as 1 say, Sir, this one petition, and I think
there are several others, this one petition contains aﬁout nearl& 1,500
nemes and I have of course appended my own name to it és well.
Sir, we have outlined on this side of the

liouse our policy and our position regarding education in this Province on
many occasions .We have done so when we received petifions protesting the

cutbacks on teachers in this Province and any other cutbacks in the quality

(412
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HR.N.ROWE; of education or anytning that even tends towards
decreasing the quality of education in tais Province. Our position,Sir,
nas been stated, I have stated it publicly and I do so heré again, Sir,
that not one student who has the ability to do so, not one student should
be turned away from the doors of Memorial University or the Trades School
or any other institution of hiéher education for that matter, but we are
talicing about the university here,' nox;. one student shauld be turned away,
Sir, who has the ability because of fidanciql reasons., If, Sir, we once
&dmit that firancial conslderations can determine whether a man or a woman
or a boy or a girl of talent and skill.is goinhg to get the .best education
possible or not,then, Sir, I do not think we deserve to call ourselves a
civilization at all. We have to make sure, Sir, that the best that our
young people have to offer get the best in training that can be obtained
in Newfoundland or in Canada because, Sir, unless we do so Newfoundland and
Labrador will-be doomed to deteriorate and go down in quality, the quality
éf life and the quality of our economy increasingly as the years go by.

Mr. Speaker, it has now become a truism and ., 4¢q
to say so but it has to be saidiwe in this Province are graduating approximately
one half the rate of university students that they are graduating across
Canada generally and about one éuarterAthe rate, Mr. Speaker, of stﬁdents
graduating from university in provinces like Ontarion or Alberta. The same
figures appiy to Trade Schoél, Technical College and the same figures apply
to,I Beliéve,graduation from grade 5; itself. Sir, if there is a future for
Newfoundland and Labrador, and I firmly believe there is, an economic future,
-or I would not be in this House today or ever, if there is a future, Sir,
and I believe there is, it.has to depend on the solid training and education
and the -gaining of qualifications and skills by our young people. That.
is why, Sir, I support thi; petition so adamantly today and have no
hesitation to doing so. As I say there may be several more which will
come in and we will rise in our places, at least on this side of the House,

- Sir, and support them wholeheartedly as well. Our future, Sir, is with these

ey
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MR. W.N.ROWE: young people who have taken
the trouble to sign their namés here and have turned out
today in these numbers, who marched on. the Confederation
Building two or three months ago and who, I.;m sure,
will continue to make their feelingé known. It is an
important issue, an ‘issue.which should not be allowed. to

die because the future of this Province, Sir, depends on

the young people of talent and ability getting the training

and qualifications that are necessary to make sure our

economy carries on in a viable fashion. Thank you, Mr.

Speaker.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: | The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: I rise, Sir, to wholeheartedly

support the prayer of the petition so ably presented by
my hon. colleague the Leader of the Opposition, the

petition which was signed by 1,500 students at Memorial

University condemning measures recently implemented by the

government to increase the student aid and which the
students rightly point out could conceivably cause a
decrease in enrollment at the university.

Mr. Speaker, I do hope that
the goﬁernmentiwill recénsider this matter, Sir, because
it is a very, very serious matter. So often we hear
politicians geéet up and say that the_bestvinvestment that
we have in this Province, the best resource we have is
our young people., Yet it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that
every time governmént'sees fit to cut back, to tighten

their"belts, they always cut back on the young people, -

they cut back on the students at' the university. When the

government refuses to grant the university additional

increases that they request, it reflects on the tuition and

‘the enrollment fees of the students who attend that

university.

/»IL{%/
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the situation
has been bad enough. Before this year young Newfoundlanders,
young men and women in this Province have been discouraged
from attending the university already because of. the
huge debts that they incur thle at the university that they
have to start paying once they graduate ‘and get éut in
the world. And usually when they graduate, Mr. Speaker,
they go out and they get married and then they are'éaddled
Qith an $8,000 or $10,000,and sometimes much more than
that,$10,000‘or $12,000 debt that they have to start paying
back. And if they do not pay it back their ﬁames are put
on the Credit Bureaué, in the credit agencies downtown
and the life is harassed out of them until they make some
kind of an arrangement to pay it back, and this is not
right, Sir.

It we stay on the course that
the government is on now we are going to end up with an

elitist university -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: That is right.
MR. NEARY: - and. that is the last thing we

~want in this world, Sir. I agree with my colleague, that

in no way should young men and women in this Province be
turned away from our post~secondary educational institutions
because of money, because of their financial circumstances.
Mr. épeaker, it is hard for theseAyoung people to understand
government plowing money_into all kinds of business and
industry that failé, plowing money into things that can

be considered to be extravagance and waste like the

Norma and Gladys affair, the luxurious helicopter services

we have in this Province and paying out money for renting

office space in this Province.

MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please! Order, please!
I as sure the hon, gentleman is

vaware, as are all other hon. members, that, obviously, one

can speak in support of the petition but general areas of

11 €16 | ,
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MR. SPEAKER: debate and matters outside
of the particular subject matter would not be relevant at
this time. The hon. member for LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, and I thank Your
Honour. -

But it is hard for these
students to understand, Mr. Speaker, why the government
can plow millions piled up on millions of dollars into
industries that fail and when they have. to cut back
because of their mistakes and their extravagance and
waste the,very first ones: they hit aré the students in
this Province, and that, Sir, ié horally-wrong.

‘ I would hope that the
government - and if the hon. gentleman wishes to get up
and héve a few words in support of this petition and
then go down on the. eighth floor and try to persuade his
6olleagues to reconsider this matter, well we would be
very glad to hear from the hon. gentleman. But I hope

it does not turn out like the spruce budworm spray
programme when the hon. gentleman ¢ondemnéd it one day
and got rapped on the knuckles by the Premier the next.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have
no doubt at all, Sir. The students have already gone to
to the Premier, they came and they met with the Liberal
Caucus - they had alreadynmet with the Premier and the
Premier gave some kind of indication, I believe, that
there might be .a light at the end:of the tunnel.and in
the Fall of the year when we review the situation well,
it may not be quite as harsh as was originally outlined
in the Budget Speech. Weli, I will be curious now and
anxious, Sir, to hear what the hon. geﬂtleman has to
say.. Will he get up now and whip the carpet out from
"under the feef of the Minister of'Finance,-the hon. House

'Leadér?

(417
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MR. NEARY: . If the hon. the Premier does that I will say,
“qear, hear! Well and goodi" Because, Mr. Speaker, it would not be
the first time that ministers in the hon. gentleman's Cabinet have
-made fools of themselves and then the matter had to be rectified
later on by the hon.- the Premier by reversing the decision. This
is one time that we would hold with the hon. the Premier, if the:hon.
the Premier will reverse this decision, reconsider this matter, and not
wait until the Fall of the year because these students want to register
now. And if the hon. gentleman will.get up and say;We4are going to
reconsidér this matter,We are not going to inflict these huge debts
Qn the students who want to attend post-secondary educational'instutions
in this Province' he woﬁ]d get probably:the unanimous support of the
House, Sir. Certainly I can tell the'hon. gentleman without even
consulting with my colleague, the Leader of the Opposition that we would
support that kind of measure, would we not?

SOME_HON.. MEMBERS : Oh, yes.

""MR. NEARY: I believe the hon. gentieman would get 100
support from this side of the House, but do not try and bluff the students.
If the hon. gentleman does not mean if, do not get up and run a bluff,

and say we might consider it or we are going to do it -

SOME"HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
‘MR. NEARY: - in the Fall: We are fed up with this government

‘bluffing. = So let us hope the Premier will gef up and make a firm
commi tment today _

© SOMEHON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR;'NEARY: - that these students can go ahead and register at
tHe University that they will not have to pay higher tutition and

residence fees in the coming academic year.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR.'SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
'PREMIER ‘MOORES: - Mr. Speaker, in rising to support this

petition I never thought I would live long enough in this House to see

the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) lecture 2 1a the professor on the subject

ny77
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" Premier Mdores: of Memorial University. I think, Sir, it is
probably the first pbsitive sign we have seen in that régard, and 1
would suggest, Sir, his opening remarks, Sir, where he supported ‘the
petition of 1,500 people as opposed to the contenf which he never

: dwelu” upon haﬁ more of an impression on the hon. gentleman than did

. the content itself.

SOME“HON ' MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
PREMIER ‘MOORES: However, Sir, - '
SOME_ HON: MEMBERS: - Oh, oh!
" PREMIER”MOORES : - having said that -
" SOME_HON. MEMBERS: ~ 0Oh, oh!
“PREMIER MOORES: , Well, Sir, I do not see where the spruce

budworm came into that petition, and the hon. mémber as he waved that
flag-and the red flag of the débts o% the future, I will strongly
recommend once again as playing fair politics as opposed to being
reasonable and Tooking after the petifion itself.

- SOME " HON. "MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

© PREMIER MOORES: The fact is, Sir, that the Students
Union and their Executive have met with me on two occasions. ~ They have
made quite an impression because they are a very capable bunch.  They
put togeter a pink paper, and as i said at the ‘time I hope it is not
philosophically symbolic because the content of it basically was
extrehe]y good.
The thing is, Sir, that government on this
side or anywhére else,l woﬁ1d suggest,want to make sure that the young
" people of our coﬁntry and of our Province have the full advantage of
a university or‘a post-secondary educat%on whether it be in technical,
- vocational,or the university itself education. At the present time
the monetary circumstances we haJe in this Province for.young people
attending university is fhe best in Canada. Obviously we want not
to ;blaée hardships on people wheréby they run up debt§ that they cannot
pay back. We as a government will do our utmost to make sure that all

those who want to attend university can do so. Howeveryas in all

Y€
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Premier Moores: aspects of society there are obligations that one
must pay back for the benefits of society. .
The fact is, Sir, that the curriculum at
, the Trade School and at the Vocational School, I think particularly
has to be looked at as to what are the .opportunities in the future are
. going to be. Do we just carry on with more of the same? And ppssib1y
the same for the university and the'emphasi§ on what‘courses? !
. But irrespective of what has come up, Sir,
as far as the detail of curriculum is conceﬁned, what comes up regarding
monetaYy policy is concerned, and as I say it is the intent of this
government to ensure that.any.student with the ability who wants
a further education will have that opportunity, the fact is also,
Sir, that'tﬁe people who are attending these institutions today are going
to be the leaders in the very near future, not the distant future, They
are the people who should be given the opportunity-not just for education
_at the academic 1eve1;.but also the exposure of‘what the opportunities
are going .to be in this Province and in this country in the future.

And for that reason, Sir, I support the petition.

" SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
"MR;'SbEAkER: The hon. the member for Port au Port.
’ Mﬁ;'HODbERE Mr. Speaker, I beg Teave to support the petition

supported by 1,500 students at Memorial University. I would just like to
say, Mr. Speaker, that if we are in a situation where we are more generous
than the rest of Canada,then the rest of Canada is wrong, because for

some reason or other -

AN HON:'MEMBER: It is not true.

" 'MR. 'HODDER: - since the priorities

M
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{{R.HODDER: ‘ in education and priorities in the Province seem to

be mixed up.. Why is it, Mr. Speaker, that certain students in this Province
can leave high school, spend a year out and go tossay,an adult education
igstitution. be paid to go to school or paid to go to vocational school
while 'a student who decides to go to universit& to try to learn or to get

a higher education must pay the way nimself? Now I think that possibly we
have ‘gone too far thinking about jobs. The situation now is to try. and
force people into areas whersby they are being educated in order to find a
job when they get out and we have forgotten tliat we need the university,

we must encourage students to obtain @ university educatiodn and to forget
about the job aspect of the university education. Because vwe need to train
students who can‘come out - I might say this, Mr. Speaker, that we must
promote intellectual developmen; so tnat students can come out and take

part in any type of education. TFrom year to year different types of skills,
different types of jobs are needed, We must in tiis frovince as in other
provinces of Canada encourage more people to go to university so that they
can take advantage of ‘the changing society in which we live, We must train
students to reason, analyse and to be able to tackls a wide variety of skills.
The other thing :about this particular situation that has caused students

to pay more money at the present tiﬁe 1s when I went to university,in
1959 I think it wasythere were 700 students at the university; half of

those students came from Corner Brook and Grand Falls and another third

of them came from St. Join's and the rest were people who were lucky
enough to get in from the outports to university. Over the last few years
this nas changed and more and moré students form the ;ural areas are ébIE'
to et into university even though it coststhem more lu many cases than

it does those peﬁple from the Avalon Peninsula area.

Nuw, M¥r. Speaker, the more we tax the students, the
more we make him pay,the more clance there is that studenté will drop out
of university. I have already seen.ingtances in my district whereby students
are not going back'.to university this year because they cannot afford to

go back or they are afraid of the costs and everything else involved.
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*R.HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I think that we must set our priorities.
I know that the economic situation is bad in this Province and I know that
we hé?e great public debt and I know that we have to have money for water
and sewer and all that sort of thing but, Mr. Speaker, we should not cut
back .on education; this is not the place to cut back. I fear that if this
trend continues,where we pay people in the vocational schools and: force
people to pay to go to university,then I think that in the future you will
find less and less people going to university, I think that would be a
great detriment to this Province because I believe that the future of
‘t.:his Province 1is in the universivty students. As the Premier said, I
believe the university students will be the leaders of the very near
tomorrow but I will hark back to one thing, what has happened with this
" last cutback is. i and I think it was said in the prayer of the petitionm,
that financial rather than academic considerations will decide which
students will attend university and I think, Mr. Speaker, that would be a

great disgrace to this Province, that would be a great tragedy.

MR.E. ROWE: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Hon, member for Trinity-Bay de Verde.
MR. F.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I have great pleasure in supporting

the petition on behalf of 1,500 students from ilemorial University. It
is sad really, Sir, I will just take a quote from the budget here,A "In
1978-1979 changes will be introduced in the present policy so that students

will be required"-
1

MR. MORGAN: (Inaudible) -
MR.F. ROVE: Now, i'r. Speaker, I will spar with any member

opp osite but not with that hon. member from Bonavista South (Mr.lorgan)

so I will ask for the protection of the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member has the right to be heard without
interruption.

£37.HON . MEUBER : (Inaudible)

MR.F.ROWE: Sir; I .will repeat if I can get the silence.
IR.CALLAN: Name him, Mr. Speaker, name him.

MR.F.ROVE: I will repeat, Sir, "' In 1978-1979 changee will

g (
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VHR;F.ROWE:. be introduced to the present policy so that students
will be rquired to borrow $700 per semester under the Canada Studgnt Loan
Programme before becoming eligible for the provincial assistan;e. This
change will bring our policy in line with that followed in other Atlantic

. W .
provinces. ' How,; Sir, that
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MR. F. ROWE: . may sound good on the surface/this
policy will bring us in line with that falloved in the other Atlantic
Provinces. Sir, we cannot go along with that $100 increase per
semester that students have to borrow when we know full well

that we only have one half the national per capita average

of our students attending university and Qhen we know full well,
Sir, that we have only had full-fledged university for twenty~

‘ eight years ;ompared with the other Atlantic Provinces and other
mainland provinces.that have had universities for hundreds of
years and have the benefit of these universities for their students
going into society. Sir,we were at an extreme disadvantage by
very virtue of the fact that we did not get a university until
1949. And we have a lot of catching up to do, Sir, and anything
that we can do te assist students.in a financial way to get

. through this university, Sir, we should do because we are behind

to start off with in that respect.

Now, Sir, one thing that worries and

concerns me is this inequity as far as the students at Memorial

University are concermed. When I was a spokesman for e@ucation I used

to bring this topic up many a‘time.that we have too many of our students
coming out bf high school and attending a posf secondary'educational
institution on the basis .of the amount of money he or she can get

in'the way of a salary or an allowance. For exampile I know students

who are going to the College of Trades and Technology not because

they want to go to the College of Trades and Technology but because

they know they can get more money, ﬁore'allowance'to put them through
there. And we have inequity;51r, when we compare the Fisheries Col{ege,v
the Vocational School, the College of Trades and Technology and
Memofial'University_Ne do not have any standardization whatsoever of
financial assistance to these students. And we have gross inequit;éﬁ
existing from one institution to another and I am afraid, Sir, that

we have too many people coming out of our high schoo;s and going

to the educational institution not of their choice but going‘to a

particular institution because of financial necessity. I am afraid

[(y$3
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_MR. F. ROWE : . Sir, that is ndt the way to train

people an& educate people to enter into our séciety.
Sir, the fact of the matter is. that

we have too many of our students not going to universityswanting
to go to the university but not going because they know full well
that when they get out they will have a monumental debt on their

- hands, a ‘monumental debt. That is one problem.that the students

. have to contend with and they are scared of,but the other problem;
Sir, and I would like to ~ I have to close on this one. I would
like to speak to it a little whi;e longer,But I feel very strongly
the students who are going to our universi&y should get more guidance
in terﬁs of what particular faculty or department they wish to go -
into. Because I am afmaid, Sir, that we are piling stgdents into
certain divisionms, qertéin departments, certain faculties and they
do not have # job opportunity-when the§ came out. They came out with

Aa huge debt and no job. I do not mean force them into a.department -
or force them out of a depattment,bﬁt they should be made aware
of the joS potential once they get out of the university and 1
think -that is very, very important, Sir.

So, Sir, I whole~heartedly support

this very, very important petition,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. ..member for Terra Nova.
MR. LYSH: Mr. Spéaker, I rise to support this

petitjon presented on behalf of 1,500 studencs,‘students who

are concerned about the direction of education in this Province
and concerned about the quality of educatién and the disastrous
results which are apparent from the change i; the studentsaid

agd the sfudent loan structure. Mr, Speaker, there is absolutely
no way that this Province can afford to have #ts educational
development, intellectual development of its young people tied

to the weélth.of the'parents of the young people of this Province.

Certainly that should not be a considération-rhe consideration for

education in this Province should be intellectual ability and any

L g
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MR. iUSH: student Qh; has the ability to profit
and take advantage of 5 university education must be afforded that
opportuﬁitﬁ,.must’be afforded that right and there is no way, Mr.
Speaker; that this Province shquld agree to aA”uni;et;;l application
of the Canada Student Loan.;c cannot be applied universally because
of our special problems,oﬁe;'ghe high uneniployment rate among

young people, the difficulty for young people to get a jqb'in this

Province makes it mandatory that there will be

s
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MR. LUSH: 'special considerations with respect to the loan
plan for students of this Province. It is very difficult for young
people to get a job, and because of that that they ‘are not going to

be able to get back to the university unless there is some f]gXibi1ity
in the student aid programme for the students of this Province.

Secondly, we have less students attending university.
a less percentage of our total population than any other province of
Canada. Thatiis anofher reason why that we cannot have-the Canada
Student Aid applied to this Province as it is in other provinces of Canada.
We cannot do it, Mr. Speaker. There must be special consideration
for this Province in view of the high unemployment, and in view of the
fact that a large percentage or that we do not have the same percentage
rate of students attending " university as is the case in other provinces
of Canada.

Mr. Speaker, the new arrangement the government is
now proposing is going to\put our students head and ears in debt, and that
is why our enrollment is falling off at the University because students do
not.want to saddle themselves with this extra burden. I think -in the
brief that the students presented to theAPremier that they'show that under
the old system that they would receive - they would have received under
the old system a total loan of $4,5OQ>which meant that when they finished
university they would be paying back $58 a month, Under the new programme,
under the new system, under the structure whereby.the government is
ﬁemanding that students borrow $700 a semester, under this new system
it means that the students would accumulate a total Toan of $7,006, just
about. double ‘the amount under the old system,$4,500-a$‘dbP056d to $7,000, and
for a monthly payment of $91. Just about doubled, Mr. Speaker, and that
is a tremendous financial burden to put on the students of this Province
to go from $58 a month to $91 a month. And there. is no wonder, no wonder

‘that students are not going to university when they look at that kind of
debt, whén they Took at that kind of financial burden that is going
to be placed upon them. ' | ’
| Mr. Speaker, I would hope that the government
would reverse this decision immediately to make university accessible to

our students, not on the basis of wea1fh of their parents, not on the
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'M}.‘LuSh: . basis of money, but on the basis of intellectual ability.
‘MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for St. John's West.
‘DR, "KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this petition signed

by, I_be]igve, 1,500 people on behalf of,I am sure,a great many more
both presently at Memorial and who would like to_go there- ;but cannot

" presently afford to go.

ANHON: MEMBER:  There are other petitions, too.

DR. KITCHEN:- The fact is that this Province sends very few
people to post-secondary institutions. The latest research that I
have seen indicates that compared to Nova Scotia one-third of our young
people go to university and similar institutions as go from Nova Scotia,
" and the Nova Scotian average is the Canadian average pretty well. e
are well behind in the number of young people who go to university and
to vocational schools.

So there is a great need, in my opinion, to
encourége more people to go to post-secondary institutions.. 1 would
not want to discourage people from going.td the College of Trades or
the vocational schools or the College of Fisheries because that is very,
very ihportant, and for far'too long have_thesé institutions borne,
in my view,the dirty end of the stick in education, the non-prestigious
part,whereas we should be building up these institutions as well as
Memorial. But it has got to the point now where Memorial students find
it very difficult, and the people who go to Memorial are changing in
their nature. There are fewer people'from poorer families, fewer
rural people, and fewer people from very small communities, They tend now
to be, as mentionedvby my co]]eagde, very much people who afe from
larger and larger centres. And the reason is that because people from_
smaller communities cannot afford to go.

Now then what would this cost? What is being
asked really is that - what the government has done i; forced people
to borrow $250 more instead of giving a grant fqr $250. And this means
if a person is suppose to borrow $250 a semestér, say they go two semesters
a year for five years, that is ten semesters usually to get a five year

degree, that would be $2,500 that that person
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DR. KITCHEN:

has to borrow over and above what he would normally have
to borrow if he were given the grants. You are talking
_ about $2,500 per student. And per year, from the point
of view of the government paying it out - the average
student, say a couple of semesters $250, $500 for eacﬁ
student, $500 per student that the government would have
to give him in grants instead of the student borrowing
loans, $500, and if you have 10,000 students, Memorial
has only 8,000, that is about $2 million a yeér,,$8000
times SOQ that is $4 million a year, $4 million and not

all of these, of course, would be eligible for the total

amount SO you are probably talking about a sum considerably

less .than $4 million a year, perhaps about $2 million a

year.
" MR. SIMMONS: The same as the Action Group.
DR. KITCHEN: : The same as the Action Group,

very good.

, ' About $2 million a year maybe.
.am not sure what the figures are because I do not-have the .
numbers in front of me. But we are not talking about many
millions we are talking perhaps about .a couple of million
dollars per yeai,at most $2 million. Now, where could they
save this money? Wiﬁhout dgetting into the Action Group
and things like ﬁhat,I think money could be shaved off the
education budget to provide for that.

Let us look at Memorial's
budget itself. I believe Memorial University is over-
administered. I could save money tomorrow morning if I
fired out some of those vice-presidents.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

!
DR. KITCHEN: We could do the same thing

with the Board of Regents. That huge Board of Regents
could be lopped and could meet much more efficiently and
it would save -travelling expenses and so on. I believe

that a university like Memorial could very well be forced

1 dg¥
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DR. KITCHEN: ; by this government to
disclose its budget so we will know, all of us will know
in the House of Asembly, precisely what it is they ére
wasting or wisely spending their money on. And if the
money is hot available from Memorial's budget then it -
might very well be available from some other part of the
educational budget other than Memorial.

‘ And believe you me, I can
find ways to‘shave money off the education budget besides
doing what the government did by taking it away from the .
extra teachers. You do not need to do that. You could
look at some of £he money that is being spent on certain
specialist téachers in this Province, some of the
specialists - I will not name them as there are some good
specialists, but there are some other teachers that this
-Province cannot afford. I believe we should look at, .
and look at very carefully the education budget and trim
where necessary, and I am sure that we can trim the §$2
‘million necessary per annum to support this petition.

MR. SPERKER: The hon. Minister of Justice
followed by the hon. members for Lewisporte and Grand
Falls.

MR. HICKMAN: If I may have but a quick
word. I am somewhat at a loss in following the hon. the
member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) because my '
understanding is that this petition -

AN HON. MEMBER: . Are you supporting this?

MR. HICKMAN: - - I am supporting it but I
am not quite certain where the hon. the member for St.
John's West stands. Because the petition as read by the
hon. the.Léader of the Opposition asks for an increase
in the grants to Memorial Vhereas the hon. member for
St, John's West‘ig suggesting that if we want to shave
some money off we should cut back'further on the grants

to Memorial by shaving off the extravagance =--and he nods

1Ces!
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MR. HICKMAN: his head in agreement. Am

I correct in my interpretation of what the hon. gentleman

has said?
DR. KITCHEN: (Inaudible).
MR. HICKMAN: Yes. Right!

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is a
very vexihg problem and one that does not lend itself to
easy solution but there are certain facts that we must
bear in mind.  The hon. member for St. John's West drew
to the attention of the House that we have considerably
less number of students attending university than in
Nova Scotia. He did not say, and I wish he had, and I
think it is very apropos this petition, as to what the
‘cause for it is. It surely is not money because our
grants to students are considerably higher .than those in
Nova Scotia.

For instance, in the three
Maritime Province where they have a uniform student loan
plan, and a uniform student grant plan as initiated by
the Maritime Provincesof Higher Educatiom Committee, the
first $1,400 of need is under the Canada student loan,
the next $1,000 is a provincial grant and the next $400
is a Canada student loan for a total maximum of $2,800
to all single and married students. They make no
distinction in the Maritime Provinces, the so-called
affluenttprovinces of the Maritimes between married and
single. 1In Newfoundlénd, what we are proposing in this
year's budget commencing in September is the first $1,400
of need would be a Canada student loan and. then a provinciél
graﬁt of $2,000, precisely double that of any of the
Maritime Provinces,and the next $400 Canadalloan. In
addition, in this Province there is a grant of $500 more
for married studentsbwhich means that the maximum for
Newfoundland is $3,400 for single students and $3,900 for

married students, whereas in the Maritime it is a total of

U]
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MR. HICKMAN: | $2800. Yet, that substantial
increase that we have in this Province over the Maritimes
still leaves us with the problem that the hon. the member
for st. John's West has raisgd, that in the three
Provinces where their grants are rather miserly compared

to ours,
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R HICRMAN : they have more students going to university. So

I would suspect, Mr. Speaker, that it’is not just addressing ourselves

to what this Province has the fiscal capacity to pay but also there have
to be some other reasons besides Ehe cost of gzoing to university for

the less interest or number of applications we have from Yewfoundlanders
as.compared to our sister provinces, I think it is also worthy of note

that the tuition &t Memorial is below that of any Maritime -university.

AN HOw,MEMEZER: (Inaudible)
MR, -BICKMAN: ~Yet with all of those combined, Mr. Speaker,

and bearing in mind our fiscal capacity to pay,the Maritime provinces
seem to be attracting more students than we are. Maybe.there is a ‘more
diversified programme. I do tot know. But whatever it is, Mr. Speaker, .
the student loan one has not helped us even though we are far moze
generous than it has helped them.

}R.- SPEAKER: Hon.member for Lewisporte.

MR.WHITE: HMr. Speaker, I would like to support the petition
presented by the Leader of the.Opposigion today signed by 1,500 students.
It is a:vezy important matter, Mr. Speaker, and if I might refer to one
thiﬁg that the Minister of Finance just mentioned: He talked about the
nunber of students attendiﬁg university in Nova Scotia as compared to
Newfoundland and the amounts of money available to each. I suggest to
the Minister of Finance that if the unemployment rate in Newfoundland
were aown to nine per cent as it-#s in Nova Scotia you would get more

people going to university because they could afford to do so.

AN {ON.MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR,WHITE: Hr. Speaker, if there is ever a time in

Newfoundland when we meed to pay more atﬁention to the young people today
than we ever did before it is now. The population figures will show that
the people inlthe gallery and the people going to university represent
fifty per cent; over fifty per cent of the population of this Province
is under the age of twenty-two, twenty-three years . .How, is the time

Mr. Speaker, when we should be paying attention to those young people

\\‘_EOL(
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MR, WHITE: because if we do not we are going to be in serious
trouble a decade down the road.

Now essentially what has happend in Newfoundland over
the last eight or ten years, Mr. Speaker, is that St. Joan's, the urban
area of St. John's has been taken care of in terms of post-secondary

education, the urban area of Corner Brook has been taken care of with

the Regional College,and what you are left with, Ur. Speaker; is an

S " area in between, essentially the rural area of Newfoundland who has once
again been discriminated against, the rural areas wnce again discriminated
against at a time,Mr. Speaker, when the traditional incomes of Newfomndlanders
has been reversed,and that in rural areas of the Province is where the
economic base of this Province is being stabilized and is being neld up.

It is the rural areas that are keeping this Province going at the present’
time,yet at every turn this government gives the rural areas the knife.

It is the same with education, r, Speaker, and unless we realize that

we are going to be in serious trouble in this Province. We do not want

to turn it into a university of the rich and urbanites; we want the
university to be a. place wherevpeople can attend from all over this Province
and not be sacrificed because of that. So I say, Mr. Speaker, and 1 agree
with the member for St. Johkn's West. {Dr.Xitchen) ghat it is not money

to the administration that we are talking &bout,it.is noney to the

students because we must get the students back into the university and

stop this declining enrolment that we have going on now because we are

faced with a‘large population of this Province who do not have very much

to look forward to unless we deal with it and deal with it seriously in

this louse.

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Year, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Grand Falls.
MRJLUNDRIGAN: o r, Speaker, I could possibly sum up my comments

by just associating my remarks with the member for t.‘John's West (Dr.Kitcher)
waom I believe made a pretty non-political statement.. low some of us in

ta&iﬁg part in our debate today or in response to the petition presentation-
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,HR.LUNDRIGAN: I hope I am not accused of being ‘sort of associating
-with the professionals when I say this, but I think they have been umore sort of
voéal‘in a'negative _sense than they have been constructive and.I think the
menmber for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) summed it up when he said, I think
this is what he said at ledst to me, wasvthat we should be looking at the
priorities of spending of.the dollars that we are spending at the university.
How. the member for Lewisporte (Mr.White) referred to the unemployment
statistics and the unemployment problem. I believe it is a fact that if

we had a full compliment .of people at the secondéry institutions in our
Province today, comparable to the national.avétage,and a full compliment

of students retained in our pre-secondary system or our primary,elementary

and - secondary school system
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MR. LUNDRIGAN:. tﬁé naéionaiA;vefége ana on a full compliment
of student retained in our pre-secondary system or our primary

elementary and secondary school system,that we would see a very

substantial difference in the unemployment rate. Because many of the

people who are on the unemployment rolls and the unemployment statistics

are there by'virtue'of the fact that they are not properly in secondary
institutions or post secondary institutions and that 1is one of the reasons .
why the rate is so high in this Province. But ﬁore importantly I want

to say that we are this year spending $46,672,000 at

the univetsity; $47 million at Memorial University of Newfoundland

and
Labrador. Soifar this year it is practically goné unnoticed, practically

nobody has talked about it ,we have not had a debate on it,and maybe it is
about time that we had an open commentary on the priorities of the
university spending. Now one of the things I have just briefly
broached,and I just want to raise it again,ls this,that we are
. spending $8 million of that $47 million,$8 million of that total

budget goes to the eduaation of approximately fifty-five to'sigty
students at Memorial University,that is the'Medicél School, MNow A
I understand from conversations with professional people that we
are pretty well satisfied in this Province with respect to the medical
needs in terms of the abundance of doctors. About $8 million' Now
if you will subtract the capitalvdollars from the $46 million ?ou
are looking at a big large chunk of the education dollar spent
in post secondary education going for fifty-five or sixty students.
Now I question that.I do.not say it is wrong,I éo not sa& we should
dump it out,I do not say we should eliminate the pMedical School, but
I question the priority when the preponderance of the education dollars
at_Membrial are going to fifty-five or sixty students, Whether they
are in. the priesthood, the medical system, educators, or whatever the heck
they are in, théte i; something wrong with that kind of a system.

Now there i; where I would like to raise
wy concern and that is that so far the university.-énd I am a2 former

colleague-of two of my colleagues across the way who have spoken this

Huq Y
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: afternoon, Trinity-Bay de Verde and
St. John's West - I Auestion, despite the fact that I might incur
the wrath of some of my administrative colleagues at the university,
the people who are in charge of the system, the lieutenants,if you want,
I question that we are getting the full value for the education dollar
that goes into post secondéry education at Memorial. And that is

" about the type of thing that I think we should air, we should talk about.v
The students are quite proper in bringing forward their concerns. I hé?e
been part of the quiet revolution at the university when I was a student
for quite a number of years,and subsequently as a member of the faculty
I was not very shy in speaking out and 1 think this is quite proper for
the students to.demonstrate their concerns, bring it fqrward, articulate
it; if they do not do that I think there is something wrong with them
if they cannot come forward and pressure Government, pressure society
for their concerns and their ngeds. But the thing I would like to advise
them about through the medium of the House of Assembly is to start to
question the university as well in terms of what is happening to the
educatign dollar. Perhaps they will discover that it is all being spent
quite wisely, that everything is in the proper hierarchy of needs. I
doubt it very, very sincerely.

. This is why I think the member for

St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) raised the question about re-directing
the spending patterns at the university. I think maybe that my colleague,
the Minister of Finance, misunderstood him somewhat when he responded
there a minute ago. But that is the kind of question I would like to
raise. I will raise it more vociferously as times goes on and I would

to encourage my colleagues to raise the same questioen.

‘MR. SPEAKER: . Hon. member for Windsor-Buchans.
MR. G. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition

so ably presented by the Leader of the Opposition. Mr. Speaker, I recall
not that long ago when Memorial University, or a college it was at the time
with two to three hundred people enrolled, the feeling outside of St.Johmn's -

I found out since that it might have been wrong - but the feeling outside
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MR. G. FLIGHT: of St. John's was that it was then an “elitist
“niverSiti‘Practically every student graduating outside of St.John's
in rural Newfoﬁndland went to Mount Allison, Acadia, or Dalhousie, and
they believed that the reason they could not get into Memorial was that
they could not afford it. Well noﬁ.we‘have found out since that
apparently Hemorial‘could oniy accommodate two or.three hundred students
and therefore we were forced to go to the Mainland to university.

Wéll, M. Speaker, there was a feeling
then that Memorial may have been elitist, Maybe it was not but I agree
with the House Leader that there is a danger that it will become an elitist
ﬁniversity. Mr. Speaker, I understood that Memorial was conceived and
built during the fifties and sixties to take care of the needs of
Newféundland students, our young people graduatihg from Crade XI all
across the Province who had the academic wherewithal to go to university.
That supposedly was the purpose. It appears to a lot of people now,
Mr. Speaker, that we are starting to compete. We want an international

university. We are competing with Cambridge,
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MR. FLIGHT: Harvard, 6xford, and whether
or not that is necessary, whether we can afford it, and
whether or not that approach is what is causing the
administration of ‘Memorial té price the students out of
- the university. . Mr. Séeaker, it costs $3,000. Any
student from rural Newfoundland today who wants to attend
two semesters, do a year in university, it will cost him
$3,000. The maximum student aid they can get is $1,800 -
$900 ‘per semester. Now, regardless they nmust éome up with
$1,200 and, Mr. Speaker, theére are a lot of families
right at this time who cannot come up with that $1,000
or $1,200.

The Premier indicated in his
speech of support that no Newfoundlander would.be turned
away from the doors of the university. Well I do not know
where the Premier has been because I can. introduce him to

- dozens of young Newfoundlanders who not only have been
turned away because they cannot afford it - they were not
turned away, they were not silly enough to apply when they
knew what it cost, I can introduce him to young students
who have . credits towards their degree and have to quit because
they could not afford to continue. I can introduce him to
students who stayediout for one year to earn enough money
to go back. Added to their student aid it would allow
them to go ba&k if they worked a year but because they
worked a Yearlthe bank called the loan, put the student in
a position where he was no longer eligible for futﬁre
student aid and now he is looking at being eight or nine.
credits short of a degree. No way is he going to go back to
the university, he cannot afford it.

And, Mr. Speaker, thére is
something else that shouid be remember here, that when a

vstudent does go to Memorial and does get a degree, if he
is sitting around looking for a.job,which he will be doing

and he is doing in this Province right now, the interest
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MR. FLIGHT: starts to.pile up so he
comes out with a $4,500 or $5,000 debt and by the time

. he gets into a position to start paying it it is $6,000
-or $7,000 or $8,000. Mr. Speaker, we might as well
face the fact that there are hundreds and hundreds of
youné'Newaundlanders in this Province today who cannot,
even Qith’the programmeé that are available, cannot
attend university. 4

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR.- FLIGHT: And what about the family
that has two or three sons and daughters who want to go
to univérsity when it costs $1,000 to subsidize one? Where

is that $3,000 coming from?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: - That is right. That is right.
MR. FLIGHT: - So let us stop this nonsense

" of saying there are no young Newfoundlanders today who
cannot go to university. There are hundreds and if this

trend continues there will be thousands.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I was waiting

because I thought the minister was going to want to speak

‘on this one, the Minister of Education.

" PREMIER MOORES: ' (Inaudible)
MR. SIMMONS: I want to hear what he had to

say to see if there was anything new on the subject.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Burgeo -

Bay d'ﬁspoir.

MR. STMMONS : The Premier is in a nasty mood.

I am sure he'is missing Bally Haly but he can go down now that
he has punched in his five minutes in the House.

.MR. NEARY: We should get a little green
carpet on the - ' ‘

MR. SIMMONS: .4 o He can go down any time he wants
to now. It must be hard,'i£ huét'be tough being in the ﬁouse

more than five minutes a day.
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PREMIER MOORES: With you here, ves.
MR. SIMMONS: Yes,with me here especially ™

since I do not play golf with him.

PREMIER MOORES: (Inaudible)
MR. SIMMONS: - . Ah, go back toBally Haly, boy,

for goodness sake, at least you make some sense down there.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: v (Inaudible).
MR. STMMONS: ) Mr. Speaker - thank you, Mr.

Dignity from Grand Falls.

MR. WHITE: ’ That is right.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, we have heard from
three -

MR. NEARY: _ Advise on who is right and who
is wrong, and what petitions are right and. what petitions

are wrong.

MR. WHITE: The people will decide that.
MR. LUNDRIGAN: (Inaudible)
MR. NEARY: Criticizing everybody now

except the Social Credit.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: (Inaudible)
MR. STMMONS: You are quite finished,are you?

Mr. Speaker, we have heard from.
three members of the govérnment side so far. A nice little
patronizing speech by the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan).
He is in a nice soft, patronizing mood today; he gave the
children at the university a nice little lecture, a nice
little talk, a nice little talk. Of course, the member for
Grand Bank, Mr. Speaker, I wish he would read this pink paper.
I wish he would read it he has his facts all snarled up,

Mr. Speaker. Every university student would like to have a
minute or two with the financial wizard over there to find
out how he gets $3,400 as the maximum. They would iike to
know how he does it because they would like to do it too.

His figures are way off, Mr. Spéaker, way off, hundreds and

hundreds and hundreds of dollars off, way off, and it is
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MR. SIMMONS:

ﬁhat kind of misinformation, Mr. Speaker, coupled with a bit
of patronizing that makes this problem all the more
aggrevating. Now the most positive statement made, and

it was kind of missed tdday, Mr. Speaker, the most positive
statement ‘made in this entire exéhange was by the Premier.

I do not know‘if it escaped people or if it was written

-off as so many more weasel words or what but I found what
he‘said encouraging. He .supported the petition. The other
two, Mr. Speaker, actually did not support it and I wish
they would not stand up and break the rules of the House
because they were not in‘support of it and they should

"not have stood, the member from Grand Falls (Mr; Lundrigan)
and the member for Grand Bank (Mr. Hickman). It was

clear from what they said that they were against the
pefition.v But the Premier did say, Mr. Speaker, in no
uncertain terms that he supports the petition.

I went along to make sure of
the words that he was supporting. He supports an increase
in government suppott: He said thét. He said he supports
the petition. Either he is a man of his word or he is
not. He told us today in this House and it is on the
record now, he supports the petition. The petition asks
ﬁor two things, that the allocation be re;onsidered as
it affects University students and that there be an in-
cre;sed amount of govergment-support.' He said he
supports that.

So I éuppose we can fully
expect, Mr. Speaker, that within the next day or so the
Minister of Education, and-that is why 1 was waiting because
I had hoped he would put into words the concep; that the
Premier announced. So I suppose in the next day or so

"if we take the Premier at his word, we can hear an
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MR. SIMMONS:
announcement by the Minister of Education or the Premier
of the detail of this increased support that the Premier
has announced today or am I misreading his suppoft. Is
it weasel words he gave us today, Mr. Speaker? Was it
a convenient thing to get up and say in words he supported
it? Can we read into it what he has said, namely,‘I
support the petifion. I, he says or says the Premier
support increased government support. If that is what
he means then in the next few days, Mr. Speaker, we will
hear the details of that and how much this $700 has been
cut back and the entire details to allow students around
this Province and potential students, Mr. Speaker, to
make their plans for the Fall. So I ask the_Premief
now to follow through not as he has done in the case
of the Grand Falls Hospital with lots of words and no
action. But to follow up his words of suppdrt today
with some action in the next day or so, an announcement,
a mailing out to the students, some communications to
thg‘UAiversity, to the student council over there, to let
ail concerned. know what it is exactly he means by standing
in the House today and giving his support to this petition
as I certainly do.
MR. SPEAKER: Before recognizing the hon. member for
Bellevue (Mr. Callan),I would welcome to the House on
behalf of hon. members three gentlemen from the community
of Cormack; the Chairman of the Community Council, Mr.
Rick Woodford, the Vice Chairman, Mr. Howard Hewitt and
an additional member of the council, Mr. Melvin Rideout.
I ﬁope hon. members join ﬁe in welcoming these three
gentlemen to the House of Assembly...

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: ) The hon. member for Bellevue.

(15 o
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MR, CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, as a former student of

both campuses of Memorial'Univefsity, the old and the

newsand as a former schbol teacher but especially, Mr.

Speaker, as a former student of the University for

severél years I want to stand and speak in support of

this petigion presented by the Leader of the Opposition

on behalf of 1,500 concefned students at the University,

a University that was built as a memorial, Mr. Speaker.

Well it looks like it is being downgraded in recent times.
Mr. Speaker, these students

" are asking that government not make it any more difficult

for them to attend university by forcing them to borrow

more money.i Mr. Speaker, I know the plight of these

students,I think. As a student there myself I remember

going in one year and having to stay out for a couple

of years in order to.gather up enough money to go back

again. During the Summers,because we did not have the

semester system at that time, I would find myselk working

down in the lumber woods to try to get a few dollars

or workiné in provincial pa;ks or marking Grade Xz

and zzi exams in Wolfville, Nova Scotia and doing

everything in the world that you could do to scrape

a few dollars together so that you did not have to

go back to University in the Fall/depending on your

parents to finance you through another year. I think,

Mr. Speaker, I borrowed $1,000 in a student loan during

my time at'thé University and I did not think the world

was going to last long enough for me to pay it back, that
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MR.'CALLAX; ‘one thousand dollars that dragged on and on and on, I
have taught with teachers, a man and his wife just a few years ago who
" had to deiax starting théir little family because each of them had

goné through university four or five years straiéht«and were burdened with
‘student loans, the man and the Qife,which took them, Mr, Speaker, a
couple of years of their first coupie of years of teaching to live,

buy a few: groceries and to pay off the loans that they had accumulated.

Mr, ‘Speaker, I think that every Newfoundlander

in this Province has the right to a fair and decert chance to get a
university education if he or she so decides that is what they want

go do. I think, Mr. Speaker, that any attempt by government to make
it more difficult for students to attend universities and avail themselves
of the opportunity that is there, to perhaps improve their lot ia life,
. perhaps improve it to give them a better chance at 1life than their
parents before them had I think any attempt by government to stifle

that oprortunity is a backward step. It is not jrogressive, Mr. Speaker,
by ;ny stretch.of the immagination. It is not progressive. t should
not core from a Progressive Comservative Covernment becausa it is
retrogressive. When you look around, !fr. Speaker, and when you listen

to the radio and hear the annouacements of the few miles of paved

road that are going into a few PC districts you wonder why are not

these few million dollars beiﬁg pﬁt where they would be best spent,
giving ghe young people of our province the chance that they want and

that-they deserve, the leaders of tomorrow a chance to get a decent

education.
Mr. Speaker, I support the petitiom.
MR. SPEAKER: The. hon. member for Baie Vertg—White Bay.
UR. RIDEOUT: - Mr, Speaker, I cannot let this oppertunity pass

without saying a word or two in support of the prayer of the petition
presented'by my colleague, the Leader of the Opposition on behalf of
1,500 or so students at the university gspecially, Mr. Speaker, coming
as it»does on the heels of_pecitions numbering I suppose in 7,000 or

3,000 of.ouf fellow MNewfoundlanders who have seen fit over the past
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MR. RIDEOUT: number of months since that dreadfull day in March
when we had the Budget, thousands of people all. around the Province
who have sent in petitions protesting about cucback; in educational
expenditure in other areés. So this ﬁetition, Mr. Speaker, is just
another 1,5004and I understand more to come,added on to the 7,000 or
8,000 or 10,000 people who héve aiready shown their displeasurg with
government policy with regards to spending on‘education in the Province
and if the government does not have the message by now, ¥r. Speaker,
then I wonder what is wrong that the message has not gotten through
already.

Now I sympathize with a number of opinions
that have been expressed this afternoon and that is why I think the
hour or so that we have spent have been well spent in talking about
the cut backs in education and the extra money that students in this
Province have been forced to borrow. I sympathize with a number of
the points that have been raised by other speakers especially on this
side of the House as unfortunately not too many have spoken from thé
other side. But I would suspect, Mr. Speaker, that there are names on
that petition from every single political district in this Province
and therefore I would think that the onus would be on every member to
show at least their thoughts or give some form of support to the
prayer of the petition. The financial burden, Mt.'Speakgr, placed on
_students of this Province - we can compare apples and .apples or we can
compare apples or oranges which is what the Minster of Justice wants
to do when he talks about expenditure and student loan levels in other
parts of the Atlantic regiqn. We can talk asbout that all day but the
simple.fact remains, Mr. Speaker, that students in this Province have
to borrow for an ordinary five year programme upwards to $10,000 and
therefore be $10,000 in debt by the time they come out of the university.
I1f they get married a couple of years after they come out of.university
then the family unit-is in debt anywheres around $20,000 and if they

get another $30,000 or $40,000 mortgage then they are buried before
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*R. RIDEOUT: they are four or five years into their career.

So, Mr. Speaker, we are certainly placing an
onerous financial burden on the students of this Province. I know we

have to expect them to borrow some but I think
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MR RIDEOUT: that we have to have a careful look at it
especially in view of what is happening with regards to Canada Manpower
1raining Programmes in the vocational schools and the technical colleges
and so on. It seems to me that the university students are coming off

on the short end of the stick, and this particular policy, Mr. Speaker,
- that we have seen enunci;géd Lin the budget does even worse than that;it
puts a'student in the rural area of this Province coming off on the shorter
end of the stick,if that is possible. Students living in close proximity
to St. John'é and Corner Brook will not find it as finaneially severe to
20 to university as does a student living in Roddickton or anywhere -else
in White Bay and other rural areas of the Province, These are the
students that are going to suffer more financially.. Again as I have
:said on other petitions presented in this iouse on other educational
matters that thé inequity between the rural and the urban centers of

the Province becomes more severe under the policy aqnunciated and followed
by this present administration. A

Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer of éhe,petition

and I hope that the Minister‘of Finance wil;_give careful consideration to

the prayer of the petition.

dR. SPEAKER: Hon.member for Eagle River.
IR, STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer of this petition

especially so since I represent a part of this Province where it is
extremely difficult for many people to come to university, Many times
they are leaving home for the first time and they face fairly nigh eosts.
There is a strange mixture in Labrador and we have some people who can
be covered by certain grants whereas other péople cannot, uut what we
must guard against is creating an elitist university. I know from my -
own background having been educated in Britain ﬁhat there was nothing
worse than to have a university which catered only to the five per cent
of the country, the very richyand the ordinary people had to struggle all
the time to try and get into university. The demands on their family and
tne demands on themselves financially - are overburdening, The people, the
-young people, the students, the grade elgvens who go on into university

should not be purdemed by high costs or going into debt right at the
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MR. STRACHAN: beginﬂing ofvtheit lives, putting themselves seriously
in debt. I am sure that tie money which is going to be raised by raising
the fees cannot be a tremendous amount and I am sure that there are many,
many other ways in which the éutbacks or the cutback financially or the
raising of money financially can be done rathér than taxing the ordinary
student. Of course,this very system penalizes those students who can
. least affort it and therefore it is in essence an elitist tax, an
elitist penglfy :on students. It is a penalty which can only be felt
-generaliy by the ordinary people,lthe ordinary student from tke ordinary’
family. The additional money is no burden t; those who are rich
and welloff so what we are doing in essence, as the budget did in many
ways, whaﬁ we are doing is hurtigﬁ:the ordinary people, the ordinary
individual, the ordinary person who does not have a great deal of money,
who is trying to struggle to give Limself an education. A%d an.education
basically is a right to all, Lducation is not something which is a
privilege, it is not something which is only given to the privileged; ig
is a right to everyone, all should obtain it regardless of financial means
or regardless of whatever background they come from, especially those
people from Labtador;Many of them who come to university leave Labrador,
leave small ;ommunitiés for‘the first time, they have extreme difficulty
in trying to maintain themselves at university. 1 talk apart from the
native people who are covered by a certain other kind of grant and so on
although there are many mistakes in that system as we discussed before,
Qhere there are brothers and.sisters some will obtain a grant and the
others will not. But I feel strongly that the method of taxing, and that
is exactly what it is, taxing the ordimary student by raising tuition fees
and residential fees.is a retrograde sﬁep in education, it is a step which
is not necessary. If we are trying to raise funds from elsewhere then
surely there must be other methods of doing it and I also believe that -
some of the extravagances, the waste, some of the conditions under which
the university has been operating in-the past could be trimmed. There
are many other ways of getting at the source of this rather than hitting

the only people that this government wants to hit and that is the ordinary
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1R, STRACHAN : student. What we are seeing here is that whenever

extra money is to be raised then the ordinary people are going to have

to raise it, they are going to be taxed. I think this is totally
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MR. STRACHAN: they are going to be taxed and I think this is totally
wrong. i: may create and is leading down the road fowards an elitist
system of eduéation which I am totally opposed to,.totally against., I
think that this is a right that every citizen,ﬂevery_person in this

Province should have,to send their children to school or the students

themselves go to university and I think that the imposition of suth

a taxation form on students is totally and absolutely wrong and

retrograded.

Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer of this
petition. )
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Educationvfoliowed by the hon,

gentleman for Fortune-Hermitage.
MR, W. HOUSE: - Mr. Speaker, in rising to speak to the petition I wish

to associate myself with the remarks of the Premier at the beginning

and for that reason I had not intended to speak to the petition.

I think our total philosophy is to assure that no student is

prevented from getting an education and that is the total philosophy

behind the student aid programme as it is .envisagedgy the Canadian
nation, Canadian Government. We have I think in the past been the
Province which have had the best‘student aid programme because contrary
to what people think it is not just a loan programme. The loan

programme up to this year was®$900.00 per semister and then students

qualified for grants depending on their need and that could go as high

as $1,000 per SemesSter. Thig year of coursé that has changed a little
as it has gone to $700.90 o pyt us in line with the rest of the
Maritimes.. As far as we are concerned,this‘is still one of the better
studént aid programmes although I am assured no& that Ontario has a
different programme of which I do not have the full détails.. But

ap;rt from that we have one of the better student aid programmes but we
do have problems and the problems of course is the fact of employment
of our students in the summer where they camnot get adequate funds and
then of course they have the parental allowance and some of thg poorer

students as a matter of fact are better off than the students who are
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MR. HOUSE: on the borderline because a student who qﬁalifies for the
full grant and loan seems to be better off "than those who are borderline,
wvho can just get advantage of the loan which is $700.00 per gemester
beginning in the fall. -

’ One of ‘the things was mentioned also by
speakers on the other side was the fact'of the gtudent aid for people
going to various trades programmes and that is true. Thatlis one of
the anomalies in the old student aid programme; a student comes out for
a year and if he goes to a vocational school or a trade school and can
qualify for a Manpower allowance he gets his total way paid or just
about; he gets a very Substagtial grant. We have brought this mé:ter
up with the Federal Government on several occasions and of scourse, They
are firm in their status, the stagus of student aid for university
and that they will provide $90C.00, up to $900.00 per gemester in
loans. But what we have been trying to do and we stiil have an active
committee and the council of ministers is trying to get them to share
in the loan and the grant and of course wé are not having very much
success with it. We recognize the hardship, Mr. Speaker, that is forced
on students and I have been studying the paperbthat they have presented
and of course we will be looking at it in the coming year.

Certainly in principal I do support the

petition.
MR. SPEARER: The hon. member for Fortune-Hermitage.
MR. J.. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I would like toc support this petition

s0 abl& presented by our leader. The miﬁister says we have one of the
better programmes. I do not see anfvreason Why we should not have the
gest; We are throwing the onus back on" the great middle class population
who have to pay for everything and without the middle class péople

vhere would we be as that is where our gross provincial product comes
from really, the efforts of these pzscple.. Unfortunately if anything

1

happens the parents ara asked to diz down now.
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MR. J. WINSOR: I would say without fearvof coﬁtradiction
that the middle class parent today has his back against the wall as much

as anybody or more so hecause he has to pay the most of everything, the
most taxes, and you are asking for an extra $250 on a student's loan

for university. I know personally that certain young men and young

women who are going to university or who were intending to go to university
without asking their parents who really know the financiél picture and

most families unfortunately have to discuss it over the dinner table and
usually the father or the mother says, "I am sorry, you cannot have that
‘new bike and it looks like your sister cannot go to university because

we are going to have to'dig down a little deeper”. So the child, if

we can call him a child after they leave Grade XI, says, "Oh well,

I will apply to the Trades and Technology School, or Vocational School,

go in for beauty culture, or something else, seéretarial'science or any

of the courses that they do give'. This is a retrogressive movement as

far aé I am concerned. |

I do think that for the extra - I am guessing
at the figures -~ around $2,000,000 that it is going to coéc the Go;ernment
:to pony up and keep their level at what it was before - $450, I think -
this would be the right move. There are many dollars spent in many ways
by the Government that could better be directed in this direction because
our future lies with those students out of Memorial University, I am
quite sure, for the backbone of our Government and if we want better
Gﬁvernmen: thaﬁ we have today we have to look to the university. I therefore
have much pleasure in supporting the petition.
ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: ) Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I would direct a question to

the Pfemier. It is the same question really that I directed to the

hon. Minister of Labour on Friday, and before direcging the question, Sir,
I want to stress the point that we are not talking about a questiom of
guilt or innocence at this particular stage in proceedings, Sir. Vhat

we are talking about, Sir, is a matter of grave allegations of

MR
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MR. W. ROVWE: impropriety and irregulatity‘having

been made in sworn testimony by at least two and maybe several senior
civil servants, former and present, in respect of two ministers of

the Crown, one happens to be the Minister of Labour now and one happens

to be cﬂe Minister of Industrial Affairs now, but concerning these

ministers when they were ministers of Public Works.  Now, Mr. Speaker,

what I would like to ask the Premier is, does he not think that it

is a proper thing to require that these ministers be suspended at least

temporarily from their posicioné of important public trust until such

time as these very serious allegations of impropriety and irregularity

are cleared up?

MR, SPEAKFR: ) The hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: : First of all, and I hope the House bears

with me because the réply has to be lengthy because of the seriousness
of the question and the so~called allegations.

The fact is, Sir, that on Friday, as I
understand it, tﬁe question was asked of the Minister of Labour regarding
his possible resignation due to the testimony given at the enquiry into
the Department of Public Works. I would suggest, Sir, that his reply,
and I have talked to him about it and I have looked at Haqsard as to
what he had to 'say, I would suggest, Sir, that his reply suggested that
before any resignation was talked about in this House or elsewhere that
he would quite rightly confer with me regarding any such move or if
such a move was even neceﬁsaty, rather than to debate it in this House
Uponba question from the Opposition.

Sir, as far as I am concerned, I think it
is fair to say that the Minister of Labour is not only basically a
friendly and courteous person, and even though éome members may
not understand that, the fact is that last wmnak when this became an
issuevhe was in New York talking to ASARCO about the Buchans situation upon -
not instruction, but certainly with my knowledge and others, and since that
I ﬁave talked to. the Minister over the weekend regarding the testimony

given at the Public Works enquiry. Well, Sir, at that meeting I had with
. b
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PREMIER MOORES: the Minister he assured me in no uncertain
‘terms that there Qas no wrongdoing. Sir, I suggest at this time,

what is it that we want in this Province. We have established an
enquiry to look into any potential wrongdoing in tﬁe Department of
Public Works. Sir, possibly the mistake some people WOula say the
Government made was in the establishing of the enquiry itself. But,

Sir,

Usis
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PREMIER MOORES:

the attitude that has taken place for many, many decades

in this Province and is starting to get a bit uncomfortable
from the member for LaPoile (Mr. Nea;y).Obviously,'Si:,

he ié.startingvto interrupt again. The fact is, Sir,

that the attitude regarding -

MR. NEARY: No, I do not like (inaudible) cover up (inaudible).
. MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order!
PREMIER MOORES: - political enquiries and he says, the

attitude towards coverup, the reason, Sir, and the difference
between this government and the one he was associated
with 1s that we establish enquiries to find the truth and

do not hide them under the bushel as was done in the

past.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
PREMIER MOORES: - Now, Sir, I do not like the allegations

..in this House that people are -

MR. SIMMONS: A point of order.
MR. SPEAKER: - A point of order has come up.
MR. SIMMONS: I can appreciate the Premier wants. to

sﬁonewall this one but the issue he 1s talking about

now is one we would like to debate and if we will allow
the same time to this side of the House we would like to
debate it. But I think, Mr. Speaker, with all respect
_the Premier is now way off the quéstion. 'Ihe.question
was whether he thought - I believevthe word 'thought' or
‘think‘was used - whether he thoqght the two ministers
ought to be suspended or otherwise vac;te the position
uﬁcil the matter has been»cleated up. It is a fairly
specific question. The answer 1s either yes or no
with some qualification. But this harangue, this
lecture about what-has gone in the past and what a great

government this is and that kind of stuff, this obvious
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MR. SIMMONS:

attempt at stomewalling, Mr. Speaker,'is.beside the
point, very much beside the point. And I suggest,

Mr. Speaker, it is very irrelevant and he is abusing

the rules of the House in a2 most unprecedented manner.
And I think he ought to be called to task, Mr. Speaker,
and asked to anéwer the question or sit down. That 1is
tﬁe_rules of the House, Mr. Speaker. He 1s abusing

the rules. He {s very irrelevant at this point in time
and he is reading from a prepared textyl gather, from this

side of the House.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, to that point of ordér,
MR. SPEAKER: To the point of order. The hon..

Minister of Justice.

MR. HICKMAN: When the hon., Leader of the Opposiﬁioﬂ

asked the question he very responsibly,and I suspect the
hon. memﬁer for Burgeo;Bay-d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) did not
heaf him or if he did he obviously disagfees with him,
very respbnsibly said that this was a very serious question.
and the preamble as was again. on F;iday was reasonably
lengthly. When the hon. the Premier stood in’tesponse
he suggested to the House that again in response to the
question from the hon. Leader of the Opposition and the
a;leged seriousness of it as put by the hon. the Leader
of the Opposition thaf with the leave of the House he
would.have to be rather lengthly in his reply. And 1t
is précisely and abéolutely what the hon. the Premier
“is doing.

You kndw,the hon. .gentleman
for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir if he does no; 1ike the answer
that certainly does not,I suggest, give him the right to
rise on a point of order and say because I disagree with

the answer that I now want to cutoff the answer.
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MR, SPEAKER: On the point I will read and then make
.a brief comment upon section 181 in Beauchesne, subsection
(1). "“Questions must be answered briefly and distinctly,
and be limited to the necessary expiana;ionsy though a
certain latitude is permitted to Ministers of the Crown
whenever they find it necessary to extend'fheir reﬁarks
wigh the view of clearly explaining the matter in question
Obviously there is a quite subjective element there,
“though a certain latitude is permitted to Ministers of
Ehe Crown whenever they find it necessary to extend their
remarks with a view of clearly explaining the matter in
question." .
I will point out of course
that debate as such is not permitted in the answers- or
in the questions. -Having pointed that out,the question
of length is obviously relat;ve and the more impoftant
or delicate the matter the more it is capable of perhaps
misunderstanding then I suppose to a certain extent ﬁhe‘
more operative this part becomes and that is that a
minigter may find #t necessary to extend their remarks
with a view of clearly explaining same. So with reference
to that - bﬁt I do emphize that debate during the question
period is out of order.
The hon. Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, possibly, Sir, if I could

be heard in silence I might be briefer than I was obviously
being in the last part of the reply. The fact 1s, Sir,

‘that the enquiry was appointed because of
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DREUIER MO0RES:

allegations that were made, not just against any ministers of the

crown but rather agaiust conﬁractors, against people in the department,
of pqssible wrongdoings in the whole structure, For that reason, Sir,
we appointed a public enquify for the public to know what was happening
and to get all the evidence before an impartial body to make a decision.
Now, Sir, I do not think anyone in this House,even though it seems so
on occasion,want§ people to be guilty until proven innocent and that
seens- to be the.cése not only with individualé but also,I would suggest,
Sir, with people outside. I think it is wrong to associate guilt with
someone until that is proven. In other words,;omeone is gﬁilty until
preven innocent in the political arena today. .I suggest, Sir, that
members of the Opposition know what I am talking about as well as
people on this side of the House tﬁat by innueﬁdo, by bringing up
émbarrassing political so-called "questions" you are watching families

being affected.Whether you like it or not it happens to be true =

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) the former Premier  (Inaudible)..
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
PREMIER MOORES: . Mr. Speaker, the member for LaPoile seems to be

.very sensitive in this area but that is his problem and not ours. I
‘would suggest, Sir, that the fact is that families are affected by this
sort of innuendo, that it is a political smear because, Sir, the enquiry
has been set up to find out the truth. The fact is that when the enquiry
report is in anyone who 1s guilty will pay the full consequences whether
they be civil servants, contractors or membérs of thié government. That
has been stated very clearly; Now, Sir, it may not be understandable to-.

some of the members on .the other side but the fact is -

AN HON. MEMBER: Watch your blood pressure.
‘PREMIER MOORES: » I am watching my blood pressﬁre and I suggest, Sir,

the member will have - No, I will not say that, Sir., But the fact is
that it is only after a member or a person or anybody is proven guilty

will this. government actynot when their enquiry is going on to find out
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PREMIER MOORES: the facts, to find out what 1s happening. Maybe, Sir,
thé Opposition would like people to be guilty before the evidence is in
and ‘I suggest, Sir, that that is the wrong approach. Any scandal, Sir,
if any, that take place in this Province whether they be the member for
.LaPoile_, men;bers on the government side, the Leader of the Opposition,

whomever they maybe the fact 1s, Sir, that if there are any scandals -

MR. NEARY: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order.
MR. ‘NEARY: ) 'Sir, to the hon. gentleman there are no scandals

involving the member for LaPoile, no scandals at all and if the hon.
gentleman wishes to put up evidence to prove otherwise let him do it.
Never mind his smear tactics and his cha:;acter assassination that hé

has been carrying on in this House for the past several months, the

king of ‘the smear tactic in this House.

MR. SPEAKER: ‘Order, please! I must point out that this particular
matter is not one on which the Chair has any ruling. If ‘che hon. Premier
has not -completed,I would express the requirement that he brinmg his
.answer to ; conclusioﬁ. ;

PREMIER MOORES: Yes, Sir, I will and the example I just gave is a

hypothetical one of anybody in this House oi outside -

MP. NEARY: (Inaudible).
* PREMIER MOORES: - who are involved and if you read the Hansard you will

find exactly what I said. 1 said any members on the government side,even
the member for LaPoile if I may go to that degree, Sir. But the fact
is, Sir, thaf: -

MR. HEARY: The hon. gentleman is up to his eyeballs in scandal, up to

his eyeballs.

MR. SPEAKER: Crder, please!

PREMIER .MCORES: Who 1is?

¥R. NEARY: The nhon. Premier.

MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please!

PREMILER MOORES: . Sir, I.ask that the hon. member withdraw that remark.

1618
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The hon., gentleman to my left is within
his right to require the withdrawal of the allegati&n of the hon.
gentleman to my right and I ask him:to withdraw it,

MR. NEARY: Of course, Sir, and I hope the hon. the Premier, Sir,

will be asked to withdraw his statement he made -

MR. W.N. ROWE:' The same statement as he made.

MR. NEARY: His same statement and’ apologize.

MR. SPEAKER: . Order, please!

MR.YNEARY: You cannot séy fhréggh the.back‘door, Sif,'what you -
YR. SPEAKER: _ Order,_please! Order, please! Any time any hon.

mémber on either side has a point of order to make will they please

infornm me -
“MR. NEARY: I made -
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The Chair is speaking or at least the

person in it and the rules are applied to an equal degree and in an
equal manner goth to the right and to the left. If there was any
allegagion ﬁade by an hon. gentleman éo my left with respect to an ﬁon.
member to my‘right, a direct allegation or an innuendo,because one
cannot say indirectly what onelcangéf say directly then obviously the

" matter has to be drawn to my attention, Frequently when -

MR. NEARY: I did.
MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. member will please permit) Not permit -

you knowsI do have the right and the House does have the right to require
" no interruptilons.. on a point of order then certainly the rule is

the

'Hém_
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MR. SPEAKRER:

same irrespective of which side it is on. With respect to the previous
point of order some minutes ago,it was not my understanding at the time
that there was an allegation,even an indirect allegation on the part of
the hon. gentlehan.to my left, an allegation of scandal on the part of
anybody to my.right. That was not my understanding thereof and that
was the reason I ruled as I then did. There is no more on that

that I can saysbut I do wish to repeaﬁ that suggestions that the ruling is
in any way affected or influenced by which side it originates on

that that is inaccurate and hon. members often,perhaps in the heat of

) debate,may say things but I think that is something that they really

should avoid.
The hon. Premier has completed his answer?

PREMIER MOORES: Has there been a withdrawal?

MR.SPEAKER: I had thought the hon. gentleman had but I may have
been mistaken. Now . if the hon. gentleman has not withdrawn,
then I ask him to withdraw.

MR. S. NEARY: ) Oh, I withdraw, Mr. Speaker. I was provoked
into it, Sir, and if the hon. gentleman keeps it up he will‘get ten times
back for everf one thing that he fires across this House. He will get

ten back in spades including the ring.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER; Order, please! Order, please!.

I must point out to hon.. members that
differences of opinion can be very, very sharp ‘and very preciée but
during the Question Period I_really cannot allow,and I do not see -
how Ehe Hoﬁse can properly function,if members are to shout back and
forth at one another and suggest if you say this I will bring this u§
and that kind of suggestion. ‘
MR, S. NEARY: It started over there.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, Please!

I am not wtiting a history of it. Where it

starts or not is not my responsibility in that sense in

documenting where matters start but what I am endeavouring

to do -~
MR. NEARY: (Inaudibla) right directly to (inaudible).

13
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, pleasel
ﬁhaq I am.éndeavouring to do is to provide
a forum in which the House can progress and in which' the rules can have the,
at least, minimal aécepfance which is,in my opinion at least,absolutely
necessary for-the House of Assembly.
If the hon. Premier has not completed his
answer,I would again repe;t the stricture I made earlier and that is
to require him to bring it to an end very soon. -
PREMIER MOORES: Right, Sir, I will. The fact is, Sir, what .
the essence of the question and the reply is that when the enquiry has
made its findings that is what should be acted upon by the Government

" and not any allegations or testimony until such findings have been made.

MR. W. ROWE: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: . Supplementary, hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, by way of a ptélimina}& to the

supplementary question is to say that I find the Premier's answer totally
incredible, Sir. Why was it not delivered by way of a ministerial

statement,'Mr. Speaker? = He had a prepared text there -

MR. S. NEARY: A Gary Callahan special.
MR. W. ROWE: using the Question Period like this.

Mr. Speaker, let me emphasize by way of a preliminary; it 1is not a matter
of guilt, Sir, and if families happen to be dragged in because they
happen to be related to arﬁnh;er of the Crown then we are all very sorry
abbut that,but miniscers have a public trust to uphola and cannot be
thought to be influence-peddling or breach of that public trust.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Premier -
I would assume that the Premier has said, "No", but I want clarifica;ion
of it. Would he not agree, Sir, that if the lowliest clerk in the
Government was implicated by an enquiry and that clerk had some
responsibility over public funds in any way, shape or form, Sir, would
he not agree that that public servant would be suspanded, would be
suspended not because he is guilty or ‘innocent, or because he has been

proved to be guilty and has to go to jail, Sir, but because his integrity

s a4
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MR. W. ROWE: has been brought into question by sworn
testimonyein this particular case of high-ranking, responsible Eivil
servants, Mr. Speaker, and it is for that reason that that clerk in
the Civil Service would be required to be suspended until the ﬁatter
has been clgated up and settled one way or the other, And would he
not agree that if that rule applies to the lowliest cl;rk in the
Government, Sir, then it should apply one hundredfold to a Minister

. of the Crown who has thé greatest public trust of any possible public.
servant,in this case an elected official of the Crown, -would he not
agree, Sir, that the rule regarding suspensions which would apply to a
public servant should apply at ;east one hundred times as greatly in
respect §f a Minister of the Crown who has the greatest of public trust

to uphold in this House?

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Premier.
PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, in that regard I believe

and I believe very sincerely that taking a person at his word, and the
ministers and people involved in this parti;ular,si:uation are §rephred
and will give testimohys I think it 1is ctitically important that people
are not guilty by association before the actual facts and the judgement
has been m;de in this case by Jus;ice Mahoney. ‘I think, Sir, it is no
more wrong in this.case - as a matter of fact, probably less so,at least
in my opinion - than when the Bell Island enquiry was going on the

member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) did not resign in between nor was he

suspended_from anything.

MR. S. NEARY: I was not a minister.

MR. W. ROWE: ' And there were no allegations.

MR. S. NEARY: ’ Point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: o A point‘of qrder‘has come up.

MR. S. NEARY: ‘ . Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow that to stand

on the bublic records. I was not a minister,

1131’?
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MR. NEARyg v - There were no allegations
or charges made against me, Imdid not break the law in
any way} shape or form-and if I did the Minister of
Justice would have laid charges against me long ago.
That is a smear tactic, a typical example of the type

of character assassination that we are getting from the

Premier. It is a weak defence.

]
MR. W.N.ROWE: It is a different situation
involved.
MR. NEARY: It is a completely different

~ situation. The Premier can put up all the smoke screens
he wants, but all he is trying to do is smear, cover-up,
weasle his way out of a situation where the dragnet'is
closing around him and he knows thaﬁ he is in trouble.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, pléase!

The hoﬁ. the Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: N Mr. Speaker, this is not a
point of order. The hon. member does not wait until
-the hon. the Premier finishes his sentence.
MR. W.N.ROWE: He wrote it for him. He knows
what‘he is going to say.
MR. HICKMAN: What I do know is what the hon.

the Premier did not say. The hon. the Premier -

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) my credibility -
PREMIER MOORES: } Listen! Listen! Listen!

MR. NEARY: . ) I will tell yoﬁ that right now.
MR. SPEAKER: order, please! Order, plegse!v

Order, please! ' The hon. Minister of Justice continue.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) before the year is
over.
PREMIER MOORES: That is only to stop me from

'going for you.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible)
MR. SPEAKER: S order, please!

I leave the Chair for fifteen

minutes.

[1$ >2>
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MR, HICKMAN: That is the end of Question
Period for today.

J
MR. -SPEAKER: I adjourn for fifteen minutes.

I_cénhot really see how I can preside with the kind of

language that is_going back and forth.

1S~ Y
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, pleaée!

‘ There was a pbint of order
before the Chair which had not been disposed of before
I adjourned. The_point of order is not one which the
Chair can make any ruling on, not like a point or order
in the technical parliamentarv sense, difference of
. opinion or a matter of if different members have different views
that can be debated under relevant motions but not a
matter for the Chair's jurisdiction.
' Previous to‘that the hon.
the Premier was giving an answer to a question. Before
recognizing him, if he has not concluded his answer, I
would point out to hon, members on both.sidés what I
regard as the absolute need for hon. members to co-operate
with the Chair in the maintenance of the rules. I have |
said it before, I will say it again, I know of no other
way of putting it, and that is there are fifty-one of us
here and one, just by being in this particular seat cannot
unaided keep the 6fder and -decorum of thé House. It
requires participation and co-operation of hon. members
on both sides collectively.

Having said that, two

futher things: Number one, the answers by the hon. the
Premier certainly did get into the area of debate and
I think that is a factor to be borne in mind; and
the interjections of hon. gentlemen to my right were
quite out of order and quite improper and if hon. members
oﬁ both sides will endeavoﬁr to.restrain their emotions
and think what they wish but say only what is permitted to be
" said, then I would think the entire House would benefit
therefrom.

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: No, I have finished the reply,

Mr. Speaker.

AR AN
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MR. SIMMONS: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. The hon.

the membgr for Buréeo - Bay d4'Espoir.

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker; on the same
subject a question for the Minister of Labour and Manpower
whom I- think we can depend on not to be so tender as the
Premier on this subject. What‘surprises me most of all,

I say to the minister as a preamble,is that this line of
questioning of the past few minutes has even becdme
necessary. There are all kinds of precedents, Mr. Speaker.
The principal of the Vocational School in Burin,Mr. Theo
Etchegary, a man who was the subject of a number of
allegations, was suspended from his position until such
time as he was cleaied, and let the record show that he was
cleared, Mr. Speaker, and has since been appointed to a
federal appdintment,in the last two or three weeks. So
there is no shortage or precedepts for what our gquestions
are implying today, Mr. Speaker.

’ Now we fully expected the
lecture on guilt and innocence and the stonewall approach
but that is not what I am asking the Minister of Labour and

. Manpower, What I am asking him, Mr. Speaker, 1is whether or
not he does not feel the need to vacate the position? It
is a position of public trust and I would think he is
having very real difficulty performing that position now
given-thé public nafure of the allegations agéinst him.
Could I ask the minister, Mr. Speakér, whether he has given
thought to the matter of resigning or being asked to be
relieved of his responsibilities in Cabinet until such
time as this matter has been clearedvup?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon.the Minister of Labéur

and Manpower.

s 24
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UR.ROUSSEAU: First of all, Mr. Speaker, I guess there are fifty-
one of us in thg House and fifty heard a lot of thingsybut I heard a

lot of thingé all weekend.too and I am very happy with the things I

have heard from people. 1 tﬁink the Pgemier pﬁt the position quite
clearly and until I am proven guilty of something, proven guilty of
something then I will resign my position. Until I am proven guilty of

something it is not my intention to do susas the Premier suggested.

SOHE HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SIMMONS: A supplementary.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. member for

Burgeo-Bay d;Espoir.

MR. SIMMONS: Now they are all part of the stonewall
approach over there, Mr, Speaker, they ail applaud that kind of thing.
We are not talking, Mr. Speaker- let me say once again to a fairly
intelligent member on fhac side of the House, the Minister of Labour -
we are not talking about guilt or innocence, and I point .again to

the Etchegary example I ap talking»about his ability to perform in

nis position noﬁ. I am not talking aboﬁt whether he will be vindicated,
I hope as a friend ofvhis that he will be vindicéted; that is not the
issue, Mr. Speaker, far from the issue. The issue is whether he can now,
in a position of public trust, whether he can perform adequately his
assignmenﬁ as a Minister of tﬂe Crown in view of the public nature of
chg.;llegations; due to the fact that he bas to work withba number of
people on his staff and in view of the fact that he reguires public
trust to carry out these responsibilities. And I ask the minister,

not relating to guilt or innocence, that is not the issue, Mr.Speaker,

I ask him whether he feels that he can now just as adequately perform

in his role as he could have without the presence of these public

allegations?
MR. SPEAKER: . Thé hon. minister.
¥MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, that is a hypothetical

question and I do not know. I know that within the last hour or so
that I had a talk, an non-official one,obviouslyswith one of the heads

of one of the largest labour unions in the Province and the first question

I
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1R. ROUSSEAU: . he asked me was,"7ou are not resigning,are you?"

and I said,"No" and he said "Good" g, until somebody proves that I cannot
occupy my position as Minister of Labour without public trust then obviously
the Premier is going to have to take some steps. Right now we do not know

that. That is a hypothetical question.

MR. WHITE: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR, SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. member for Lewisporte.
MR.WHITE: Mr. Speaker, the tfinister of Manpower has not

been back in the House since - not for any length of time,only on Friday
when a couple of questions were_asked him with respect ko the enquiry
that is .now under way,and presedents; yjl] show that although enquiries
are under way questions can be asked in the House with respect to them.

I would like to ask the Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations,
Mr. Speaker, whether or not when he did give orders that contracts should
go to various people.or various contractors in St. John's, whether or
not he gave specific orders to his officials with the knowledge of other
ministers br with the Premier's knowledge ? Who'knew when the m;nister
was giving those oraers wic the contract should go to? Who knew about

this beside himself or did he Ho it on his own?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
" MR. ROUSSEAU: . Mr. Speaker, as I indicated in the House on

Friday, it was my intentiomn to appeaf before the enquiry and I will

give those answers at that time.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. member for LaPoile.
. MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman should be

aware that this is the highest court in the land, that any answers to
questions should be given to this parliament, to the iegislature. The

- members of the House come first, come_before.anything else. This public
enquiry is appointed by this House, by the Minister of Justice,and the
minister should answer to this House. What we are askihg is if the minister
was acting when he said "Leave it to me", if the minister was acting under

instructions from the Premier or if he had consultation with any other

1§ a¥



June 27,1978 Tape No., 4846 AH-3

dR. NEARY: ministers in’tiae government in-connection with these
~alleged crimes that have been committed? Was the minister acting under

instructions from the Premier of this Province or from any of his

colleagues?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, as 1 indicated on Friday,again'it is

not my intention‘to answer anything in piecemeal. I will stand before the
enquiry, sit before the enquiry as long as the enquiry wants me to, I will

give the answers as I recall them because some of the things that I have

been reading -in the newspapers are uot my way of recalling cerﬁaiu conversations
that are alleged. So I will do that when the time comes at the enquiry

but not in piecemeal fashion; I will do it the whole way.

MR, ¥ : Spe
Iy WHITE A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. member for Lewisporte .and
“then I will reéognize the hon. member for St., John's West.

‘MR, WHITE: Mr. Speaker, my supplementary is ﬁo the Minister of
Manpowe; and Iiidustrial Relations. It is giving him an opportunity to
clarify himself with respect to a previous statement that he made in the

House and that was on March 10, 1977,

s 29
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MR, WHITE:

Mr. Speaker, I think if the minister would check his
files and come ﬁpvwith the March 10, 1977 statement

when he said that everything was fine and dandy in the
Department‘of Public Works, that there were no problems 
at all, that no specific instructions had been issued
for contracts to go to anyone. He stood up in the House
and said that. Now we have hils deputy minister at the
time making a completely different statement. Mr.
Speaker, should we not hear about this? And I ask the
minister, a senior official, is he going to let all this
just go by with‘the House expected to close in a week

or so? Is he not going to tell the House?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, Obviously I am not going to let it

go by, Mr. Speaker, nof am I going to answer it in
piecemeal fashion. I will answer it before the commission
that was set up by thié government and I will answer as
long'as the commission wants to stand there and question‘
me, I aﬁ prepared to;m)do. And that is the‘position I
have taken. fhat is the position I am going to live or
die with.

MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary._ .
MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, the ﬁinister should realize,
Sir, that he is reponsible to this‘ﬁouse as a member
of the ministr%, as a member of the government. He
is responsible to this House. He should not treat the
House with contempt, Mr. Speaker.
Now, I -will ask the minister
this: 1Is the minister going to make a Ministerial Statement
in the next day or so or as quickly as possible once he

recollects his thoughts and looks back over the record and

BTEX:
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MR. W. ROWE:

so on in order to let this House know whether in fact
the allegations which were made against him and his
colleague or concerning him and his colleague at the
public enquiry, Sir, were they true or were they false
‘"as far as he is concerned, Sir? He is a minister of this
government responsible to this House, Sir, and it is
very important that we, as members of this House and
through ys, the pubiic, know whethgr the minister's
position is that these statements made by the officials
are wrong or‘whether they are. correctybecause 1if they
are correct, Sir, then I would submit tﬁat we are going
beyond mere ministerial responsibility. We are gone 1into
another sphere aitogecher.

I will ask the minister more
for his own good than anyone else's is he going to make
a Ministérial Stafement fully clarifying his position

to this hon. House, Mr. Speaker, on this very serious

matter.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR . ROUSSEAU: The minister has said, Mr. Speaker, for

the sixth or seventh time in two sitting sessions the
minister intends to appeaé before the.enquiry and the
minister intends to speak his piliece at the enquiry. The
enquiry is set up for that. I think it would be
pfesumptuous, inappropriate and discourteous to the
enquiry to speak in :he.House on an isolated question:
until the enquiry and the commission and the commissioner
have _:he opﬁortunity to put whatever questions he deems

necessary and appropriate.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY:

MR. SPEAKER: Oorder 7, the adjourned debate on Bill

- no. 50 adjourned by the hon. member for Windsor-Buchans
.(Hr. Flight).

“ﬂR..FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, when the debate ended in

the last sitting I had,I think,ten ér twvelve minutes

left to speak,

AN HON. MEMBER: Fifteen.
HR. FLIGﬁT: Fifteen. I intend to clue up very quickly,
Sir. I want to reiterate what I said before. The
regional government is not the most important issue in
this House as far as I am.concerned. It is incidental
in a way to my constituency. One day Central Newfouﬁdland
may indeed look at regional govermment but I would assure
the minister that he will have more opposition to regional
government in Central Newfoundland if regional government
is attempted to be brought around with this kind of a
bill. . »
Mr. Speaker, every speaker
that has spoken in this debate uﬁ to now has indeed
supported the éoncept of regional government. Every
member who spoke on the other side of the House supported
bill 50. Lét me say now, Sir, that regionaL governent
and bill 50 have got nothing ‘in commoﬁ. Regional
goverhment_and bill 50 are two entirely different things,
Sir. Bill 50 is not consistent with the way that regional
government should be implemented. There are clauses
in bill 50 that would frighten an ordinary citizen away from
regional goverﬁment. -
The meﬁber for St. John}s West
Mr. Speaker, said bill 50 was conceived in sin. Well maybe
_ it was conceived in sin, Sir, but it will be accepted
and reared and nurtured with d;strust and suspicion. It

.is a bili, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister of Municipal

|62
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MR. FLIGHT:
Affairs is bulldozing through this Houge, a bill which

will create a regional government, a bill that had no

input at éll from the people to whom that regiénal
go;;;;ﬁent will most apply. It was opposed by most of
the elected council;, the city of St. John's, all the
eiecced town councilé except now chi§ past couple of days
we hear of a council or two that are going along with

it. And 1 would suspect, that the minister has had

some -hurried meetings with some of these councils and

has prébably bulldozed them into accepting regional

government or talked them one way or another into relaxing

their stand a little.

s 3%
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MR. FLIGHT:
Only one has come out totally 1in supéort of regional
government and another has given qualified support.

Mr. Speaker, if the minister
w;s smart, Sir, he would realize that‘his bill is off
to a bad start. It has got a strike against it, Mr.
Speaker. Regional governmeng will only succeed 1if the
parties involved are prepared to co-operate, the councils
of the towns involved. And, M;. Speaker, w}th':he kind
of opposition that we have seen to this bill obviously
the minister. cannot expect very much co-operation from
the various tdwns, municipalities, that will be under
the umbtella'of'regionél government. As a matter of fact
the opposition may manifest itself .into non co-operation-
in total non co-operation with the regional government.

I woula not be surprised looking
at the kind of opposition we have seen in this House
and the kind of opposition we have seen coming from all
the towns and the ‘people that will be involved in regional
government, I wouid not be surprised if the minister might
ha;e a difficult time naming, appointing or getting
elected a regional counéil. They wiil know what to
expect. = They will know they are not wanted. They will
know that the private citiéens of the area that they
vare expected ;o govern used every means at their disposal
to oppose bill 50, asked to have the bill tabled, deferred
until they could have some input. ’ And no, Sir, the
minister will not relentf He is going to push this bill.
throuéh and in pushing it through if indeed he succeeds
he may be setting himself into a position where he may
not be able to find people,

I do not know.why anybody would

want o serve on a regional board knowing that the people

sz
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MR. FLIGHT:
they are gpout to serve did not want them. And that
has been made very clear in the Northeast Avalon this
past two weeks, that the people of the Northeast Avalon
<. and ;heir representatives are not happy and not content
with reg;ona{ government as is proposed to be implemented
in bil1l1l 50. And the minister may if he does succeed in
bulldozing it through, 1if he does succeed in ramrodding it
thfough and he intends to insist and ‘push it through without
' any con;ideration for the requests of the people most
affected he may find himself with a can of worms on his
hands in the sense that the people involved will not
accept regional governméni by the way it has been
legislated onto them. And, Mr. Speaker, I would think
that is a fairly healthy concern for the minister.

So, Mr. Spéaker, I will
windup my remarks by simply saying that bill 50 is
not consistent with ones idea of good democratic government.
Bill 50, the clauses in bill 50 are not consistent with
the way that regional government should be implemented.
There 1s no way that the people of an area should be
deprived, particularly in this case. If the minister was
noﬁ aware of the opposition, if the people concerned had
had no way of getting to the minister and letting him
know they were opposed to the bill, then I could undérstand
the minister going ahead and shoving a bill through.
But he has had two weeks of total oppositién to this bill
from every community in the Northeast Avalon and he
still insists come hell or high water itAis going through.
They are going to have it whether they like it or not. -
Well in most cases they will not like it. And, Mr. Speaker,
as I say that kind of legislation, that kind of

tactic 1is not consistent with what one would expect
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MR. FLIGHT:
of good, democratic government.
And, Mr.Speaker, I cannnot,
Sir, support and wili_not support bill 50 in the
state as itlis presented to the House under the

legislation as we have 1it.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. John's South.
DR. J. COLLINS: - Mr. Speaker, I rise to support

bill 50, the bill dealing with regional.government

in the Northeast Avalon area. ‘And I do not_think ;nyone.-
" has commented to date on the change in the name or perhaps

if thef have I missed it. I think the previous bill

was calledvthe-regional government for the St. John's

area wherea§~it was thought more appropriate in reviewing

the bill over the past year to call it ghe regional

govefnment for the Northeast Avalon. I think ;hat this

is ce?tainly acceptable to all peoples in this area.

At least I have never hgard any comment to the contiary.
Mr. Speaker, this seems to be

a very strange debate. At least one would have expected

it to have gone a different way.: I have never really seen

a bill get quite the buildup that this one did if one

would
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DR. COLLINS: . go by what was written in the papers, what people were
quoted as saying, what the hon. members opposite made remarks about before
the bill was actually put up for debate and this was éven.before it was
given first reading and certainly between the fiFst reading .and second
reading that we are into now. If any.bill had star billing this one
certainly did. It has not lived up to that expectation. "I am sure it
must be very disappointing to the people who anticipated a masachon
and very vigorous debate in this House. I think in the English slang
it turned out to be a damp squid or perhaps in ocur own vernacular
although 1t is perhaps not a very good term to use in the House but
it has turﬁed out to be a bit of a bummer.‘ 1 think one can certainly
see that by the public reaction or one would say the lack of public-
reaction., I am amazed that there are not more people in the gallery-
over this bill if not just out of curiosity. But one thing that has
been notéworthy are the very few people from the general public who
are in the galleries. This is not: confined to the public officials in
tﬁe area, thae is officials on cbuncils, officials who might havé sone
impact or this bill have some imﬁact on them, they have been noteworthy
by .their absence. ‘I think on one occasion the major for Portugal Cove
was here briefly. I know Mr. 0'Dea,who has been mentioned as the
possible chairman of the regional government if this bill goes through -
I 50 not think the bill has been passed yet thougﬁlthere is not or cannot
be any such thing as regional government for this area until the bill
goes through.but his name has been mentioned ana Mr. 0'Dea was here for
several days and even he felt he could not stay the nace. I-do not
think it was because of the vigour of debate. I believe he just felt
that 1t just ran out of steam and he may as well go bhome. The.press
too, I think we just had a look at the galleries today and-I am immodest
enough to think that it is not just because I am speaking that they are
not there because on manyvother days they have not been there.

in other‘words, Mr. Speaker, despite all the

fuss and furor about this bill really there has beern every little agitation

and controvegsy about it. It has béen looked upon clearly by the ﬁublic

.
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DR, COLLIMNS: by the press, by the officials concerned as just another
bill .that 1s the business of this House. How, Mr. Speaker, in regarding

the Opposition in the House, in my view I can only think of the

Opposition to this bill as being quite weak really. I do not wish

to point to any individual member over thisybut I am sure the hon.
nember for Windsor-Buchans will not mind my mentioning that his remarks
were certainly not very cqndemning of this bill., As a matter of fact

he had difficulty really finding very much to say about it and he really

talked about his own area,which I think is quite appropriate but really

it was not pointed to this bill at all. 1ost of the objections that

had been brought up to the bill had been quite paltry in my view. For
instanée,the manner of its presentation, that is the minister made

a rather vigorous speech in bringing it in. This was taken to be a
great objection to the bill. I think he is to be complimented if he
makes a. vigorous presentation of a bill or if he speaks in anﬁiciéation
of objections that might come up. I think he would be rgmiss 1f he

'

did not take that view. It has also been said that he should not have

brought in a bill in draft formywhich he elected to do,but he should

have brought it in as-;';hiie paper.v - This seemed to me just a minor
difference of opinion. I think whichever way 1t came in, whether it
was a draft bill or a white paper,it would ﬁave achieved the same
objective, that is,it put the po%nts and the position of government
before the people and the people most directly concerned and asked
tﬁe reaction. So that seemed to be'a very paltry objection and one,
1 pight sayythat I think was picked out of an editorial in the Evening
Eglgggag. It was .not eveﬁ original.

Secondly, -Mr. Speaker, an objecﬁion was
brought in that this government couid.not be trusted with such a b;ll.
Again I find this very strange indeed because what oppesition really
has given a lot of trust to govetnments? The very nature of our system

if that the opposition says that

15 %%
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DR. COLLINS: they do not think the government
will do a good job. So to say that they do not want this
bill to go in because they do not like thé government,
they do not trust the government, well, ﬁhere is nothing
new in that.

The other point that was
made much play of was that this region was not delineated
in the bill. Now on the surface of it this may seem to
be an imporfant point, but if you look at it really
is it very important? Supposing Holyrood was going to
be in the Northeast Avalon region, or,on the otﬁer hand,
suppose Holyrood was not to be in the Northeast Avalon
region, would tha£ have made crucial critical differences
in this bill? If so, it escapes me why it should. I
think i£ certainly would be important to say that if it
were just the suburbs of St. John's and nothing else as
opposed to ﬁaying the whole of the Avalon Peninsula was
ip. If there were those égeat differences I think that
this would be a big point to briné'up. But the actual
boundary of the region might vary, I do not know, by a
number of square miles I suppése, but I really cannot see
the difference that is going to make to tﬁe principle and
to the essential provisions of the bill. So again, I think
that opposing point is quite a paltry one.

Mr. Speaker, as well as being

rather paltry many of the points brought up, I thought,

were incredibly inconsistent. For instance, and this has
been mentioned before, of course, therehavebeen'objectiohs
brought to the governing authority,vthe municipal

governing authority in this area, it is going. to be only
two—-thirds elected. We are trying to replace it with a
totally appointed board. Now the Opposi;ion has said no,

we should not do. that,we should leave the totally appointed

‘board there for at least six mohths, we should give this

bill a hoist, leave it there for six months because they

1s-31
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DR. COLLINS: do not like a two-thirds
elected board. I do not understand why two-thirds
elected is bad, but the totally appointed board is good
enough to leave theré fér at least another six months.
This is most inconsistent.

It has been stated that
the minister and the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council have
very great powers under this bill and yet, Mr. Speaker,
these identical powers are in almost every other bill
dealing'&ith municipal government and the important
éoint is they have.not been abﬁsed. That is thg important
point. The powers in the bill are just a mechanism. If
the powers are there and they are narrow powers and they
are abused, that bill should be changed and all bills
related to it. If the powers are there and they are not
abused but just used as a mechanism, it does not matter
howdbroad they are; whether they are abused or not is the
main point, and there has been no evidence brought forward
that such powers are being abuséd even though they are in
the various bills dealing with local government. So
that seems to me a very inconsistent position to take.

One hon. member at least,
Mr. Speaker, said that the bill should have been the
distillate of studies of all such bills elsewhere and
yet another hon. member said that this should be a home-
grown bill, this should grow out of the natural environment
of our Newfoundland situation. Again there is this
inconsistency. It has ‘been stated in debate that tpis
bill is much too complex, that a bill like this is being
forced down on people, they cannot understand it, this is
full - I just forget offhand now how many provisions - but
it is a much too complex bill and yet on the other hand it
was stated‘that his bill should have many more details:

it should detail the service, it should detail the cost,

g €? |
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DR. COLLINS: it should detail the budget.
Again there is this terrible inconsistency of argument
in regard to the bill.
It has been stated that the
St. John's area with the population it has is already
overgoverned therefore we do not regional government in
this area. Yet, on the othervhand it is stated that
1 regional government should be brought in in Labrador, a
, very sparsely populated area. A very inéonsistent
approach to the situation.
I could mention other
inconsistencies but, Mr. Speaker, I think I have made
the point I have been trying to make here and that is
that there is supposed to have been a great deal of
interest and a great deal of contravefsy about this bill
_\_ﬁnd there hés not been, that there was supposed to have
been tremendous defects in this bill and these were supposed -
to be laid out and they would devastate the bill. In
actual fact the objections have been quite paltry and
quite inconsistent.
. ' Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask
myself, why is that? What has this debate really been so
frustrating for anyone trying to attack it or to better it
whichever way you want to look at it, whichever side of
the House you are on and, Mr. Speaker, I can only come up
with this answer; that this bill is a good bill, that the

bill has really been too

.
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" Dr. J. Collins: good for anyone to make other than paltry and
inconsistent remarks about.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not think one can
say that this is the 6n1y way of bringing regional government into this
area, And. I will agree with any people who object to this bill in that
regard. But as I say that this is the only way of doing it T would have
. to objeét and say thaf“this is not the only way. Clearly there are
a dozen and one ways. But I would not take exception and say that this
is not a good way, because I say that even though this is only one of
many ways nevertheléss it is one of the good ways of doing it. It is
not perfect, as has been mentioned, .but nevertheless in the_vast
balance of things é very good way of bringing it in. Not only good,
Mr. Speaker, I think, that this really is quite a unique bil1. And
I do not think hon. members have trigged to that point.

SOME "HON. “MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

" DR._J. COLLINS:  And, Mr. Speaker, I think it is uniaue in
this way thaf whereas we all know that most of the bills that come before
this House really come up through the civil service, they are vetted by
Cabinet, there is some input perhaps from Caucus even. But by and
large the authorship is that of the civil service. Mr. Speaker, this
bi11 is a reverse. I am not saying that the civil service did not have
input into this bill, they clearly did. But the authorship, if there
is an author to a bill, the authorship of this bill were the MHAs in
this House; in other words, this is a bill that really stemmed from this
House assisted by the civil service,not from the civil service with a
little bit 6f overlay of this House attached to it. And this, I think,
Mr. Speaker, is unique in my rather limited experience in this House of
Assembly, and [ think it is a blow for freedom or a blow forlthe
par1iamentary'sysfem,anywayk énd/ I think that this a point that has been
missed. I think >that it is a point that is worth taking note of, _
and I think it is a point that members on every side of the House should
have reason to take heart in, and if they can see their way clear to

giving worthy support to this bill.

j1g et
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DR. J.4C0LLINS: Now, Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that this

is a good bill, I think there is a message in this for government - and

I am a supporter of this government, I .am a supporter of this

administration ~ but 1 say there is a message in this bill for this

government. This bill it is so good it shou]d.have carried»easi1y.
There should have been very little debate on this bill.

" 'SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:

DR.- 'J.  COLLINS: There are many other bills that come

before this House which have been given much -less preparation which
certainly have been as weighty, and nevertheless they have gone.through
with flying colours. This good bill has not gone that way. Why is
that, Mr. Speéker? And T say that this is all the more remarkable

in view of all of the background work that has gone into this bill,
background Work thét everyone was aware of, background work that very
many people had input into. And it seems to me the answer why this

bi11 has not been given easier passage is that the credibility of this
govefnment has not been behind us. In other words, Mr. Speaker, I think
. that people, and I am not only thinking of the Opposition, I am thinking
of the public, and I am thinking of the organs of the public,the press-
and the media, they are inclined to give easy passage where they have

a fee]ing of trust in the government behind the bill or the measure in
question. And I think that there ‘has to be a message for government
here. There must be less than a good feeling about the government

on the basis of this bill. |

' In other words, the benefit of the doubt is not

been given to the government over this. If the government ignores this
message, I suggest it would ignore it to its peril, and not only should it not
fgnore it, but clearly something»has to be done about this. Whether it. |
means change in peréonné] in the government, whether it means change in
approach of the government, whether it means actually a difference in how
the government presents it programme to this Houée, whatever it be the
Tack of credibility that this bill seems to show up has to be grappled

with, and something has to be done about it.
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Dr. J. Collins: . Now, Mr. Speaker, I think there is also a
messagévfor other people in this bill too, and I think there is a message
" certainly for the Opposition in this bill. ' I have mentioned that there

has been very little opposition or debate that one could:

HsuY
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DR. J. COLLINS: get interested with regard to

this bill, but this is not to say that there has been no
concern aboué this whole matter. I suggest that the
Opposition have had difficulty in articulating the concern
as it should have been articulated. They have been on the
wrong track. Now I say there is this concern.- One caﬁ see
this in thé papers, in both papers, not only in the

journalistic reports but in the editorials. There has been

concern’, even though The Daily News for instance, one can
tend to ignore that because it 1is so blatantly partisan that

one does not put much credence in The Daily News when it is

dealing with a government measure, but The Evening Telegram

also has expressed concern about this whole issue of rggional
government in the Northeast. Avalon area. Similarly, councils
have shown concern about it. Even though when many councils
are apﬁroached and the matters are explained to them; their
concern is more mootive as a result. Nevertheless, we do
~not find councils coming out jubilant that this bill is going.
. through the House. There 1is concern even at council level
and citizen groups also- Despite the fact,I must say, like
;he hon. the member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells)’I believe,
I personally have not had a single 'phone call from any of
my coanstituents about this bill - not a single 'phone calll~
and I do not think that this is unique to me. My colleagues
in the city of St. John's tell me that is the case with
them also. But despite that, thevfgct that there 1is a
citizen group out there means that there is concern about
this matter.

Now how we explain this,
Mr. Speaker? There is a lot of concern, but when the bill
is being debated no one gets down to anything very
objectionable about it. And I think the reason for that,
Mr. Speaker, is this tﬁat the concern is not. about this

bill, the concern is about the concept of regional government

Hsus
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DR. J. COLLINS: and the hon. the member for
St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) touched on ;ne aspect of
this when he spoke. In other words, Mr. Speaker, despite
all the studies, despite the .regional plan, despite the
hearings - and one would have thought that all this would
have explained the whole thing so clearly to the people in
this area thét every question they had in their minds must
have been answered - but despite all that, that has not
been so. Thereis still a concern about regional government
there. '

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would have
hoped that the degate in this House, ratger than dealing .
with the rather paltry and inconsistent points they dealt
with, that the debate in this House would have coned in
on that, would have ignored the little bits and pieces that
were objected to, would have comed in on that, because debate
in this House, I think, wonderfully focuses the mind of the
public. You can have all the hearings in the world, you
can have all the edicérials in the world, but nothing quite
really grasps the attention of the people involved with an
issue as ghe House of Assembly debating does. And I would
have hoped that our debate here would really have dealt with
regional governmeﬁf in-depth. ‘And I think it is a'great '
disappointment that the debate today has not done so.
Now, I can see why it has not, because the Opposition is
on the horns of a dilemma in this. If they seem to bej
debating whether regional government is a good thing or
not, people say,'Oh,1we11, they must be against 1t,' and
that is almost like being against Motherhood. So the
Opposition have taken, I suppose, a logicai move. They said,
'We accept the concept of regional government,' and then
they have gone on to other things; and thereby théy have
really let down the people. They should have really

focussed the remarks on the need for educating the public.
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DR. J. COLLINS: And as parliamentarians and as

politiciéns wé are educators as much as anyone else. They
should have.t&ken this opportunity to really reinforce the
education given the public by the various hearings and
studies and so omn.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to
deal just briefly with the question of regional'government
as such, as it relates to this area. I think that in my
own view there is no question that regional government is’
an absolute necessity. This area is a very beautiful area.
I think that we are very fortunate to live in this area of
the world and even in this area of the Province, and that
is not to say that many other areas of the Province are not
beautiful and attractive. Anyone who goes North of here
up througﬂ the Torbay, Middle Cove, Flatrock areas up to
Cape St. Francis, this is magnificent scenery, this is
magnificent topography. If‘you go out the other way over

Conception Bay you can find areas there that

f/%,,,q/? |
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DR. J. COLLINS: would be the envy of almost any other

person in the world. We are incredibly fortunate to live in this
area. And down further in the Southern region also, n;; only

- is it a beautiful area; this is a very historic area. There skould

be areas of this part of the Province that arevrepleat'with

historical reminaers. '

' Now, Mr. Speaker, over the past thirty
years or so this area has changed though. I can remember when I
was gfowing up éhat except for really the St. John'g area as such

lie rest of the Northeast Avalon area had very small populated
groups. It was by and large an area in which there were smail-
farms, just what one might call kitchen farms or just farms
giving rise to produce for the family or on a small scale
cormercial basis. But it meant that the people were spread out.
They had a lot of land around them. The land was cultivated
and therefore kept in good condition and kept attractive.

Now, r. Speaker, of course this has

. all changed in the last thirty years. We have many éreas now
where peop}e just live in an area. They have their houseé there.
The houses have therefore have moved in on one another. They
no longer have need for land other than enough for their septic
tank. We have now a greater need for areas for that purpose, to get
clean water and to dispose of sewage. We aleco have in this area
now a tremendous amount of garbage to get rid of whereas in
previous years who had garbage? WhenAyou went to a store 1f you
bought apything at all it was in a paper bag-which you burned.

You did not have all the pacliages and plastics and so on and so
forth. In the last thirty years ve have beén inundated with
garbage in this populated area.of the Northeat Avalon. Also in

thg last thirty years communications have become very {important.

I can quite clearly remember the only need for communication when
I was growiﬁg up was a rather narrow potholy, I do net know but it

was unpaved road from here out as far as perhaps Holyrood and that is
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PR. J. COLLINS: about the only communication you needed.
2ut now we need a communication network all over the area, a
communication network that someone has to pian, someéne has

to take care of, somedne has to be responsible for.

Mr., Speaker, in addition to these
points we found this whole area is becoming'#ncreasingly
polluted and it is detetiorating inexerably. We only have to
drive around the countryside and despite the efforts of my
" good friend, the hon. Minister of the Environment, the
countrysidé is a disgrace really. There is garbage, not only'
rusted out cars but there.are tin cans, yoa name it,and it.is
~ just garbage all over the place. It is a very unclean countryside
and this is contrasted with many other areas one can visit. Perhaps
I should be forgiven if I compare it say with ﬁngland. Now that
is a gross comparison. But England is a picture, the countryside
is clean, I am not talking about the industrial areas, an& it is
tended and well cared for, in comparison to that ours is disshelved
aqd grubby and dirty and unkempt. Nof only that, Mr. Speaker, but
many of the natural features. in this area, because I suppose there
is so little planning going on, are being lost. Areas of forest
are being cut down. Small little hills are being excavated and
gotten rid of. There are places put up liké piggeries and so on
and so forth wheré.they should not by any stretch of the imagination
be put up. There has been inappropriate development of»many sorts
so that, Mr. Speaker, I do not think if one, no matter how much
one disiikes the thoﬁght of government yet agaiﬁ regulating our

lives or asking us to do this or that or not allowing us to do this

or that, i1f you look at the issue very dispassionately and if you look

at it with the way the trend of things are going, 1f we do not get
regional government in this area we are in a very great mess in the

-not too distant future and it has been mentioned it is a great pity

544
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DR. COLLINS: ) that regional gévernment was
not brought in when it was first considered in any
depth, something like fifteen or twenty years ago.

| Mr. Speaker, if we accept,
therefore,that regional governmént:- and I accept it;
I respect the people who have second .thoughts about it
but nevertheless I cannot agree with them - if you accept
fegional government we have to say what sort of regional
government? Well now, the obvious one and the one that
has been going on shall we say surreptitiously woﬁld be
for the City of st. Jth's to gradually expand, gradually -
take over. As I mentioned.this has been going on, there
have been extensionsland expansions to the city.

But, Mr. Speaker, that is
unacceptable. Once the issue was put, the voice was
very clearly heard that it is unacceptable, people will
not go along with'that. It is not just the Maverick
group in this place, or that group, the statement was too
clearly said that they will not go along‘with just
St. John's graduallyvtaking;over. And the city, if it
still is arguing along those lines should really forget
ig. The point is long past when that can be taken
seriously. '

Now, Mr. Speaker, not only
that, in my view; énd as a St. John's person, as a person
who Qas born in St. John's, a person who has lived in
St. dohn's, a person who has worked in St. John's, a
person who probably will die in St. John's, I think St.
John's is a péor model in any case. I say it is a poor
model, if I may refer to my own area, that is St. John's
South, the city has no reason to be proud of St. John's:
South. St. John's South comprises of a large part of
the old West end of thé-city, a part of the city that has

been neglected, that has been uncared for for as long as,

’ lf; éﬁ/ﬁ)
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DR. COLLINS: I suppose, there has been
the city. ©Not too long ago there were areas in my<part.
of tﬁe city where there was not even proper curb and
gutter and as a matter of fact, there are still areaéu
in a part of the city that is one of the oldest parts’
of the city and yet the Municipdl Council has not.yet
gotten around to giving them a proper curb and gutter
not to talk of proper sidewalks, not to talk of proper
streets, and hot td talk of othgr accoutrements that one
shbuld find in-a modern city.

I heed only point to Fort

Amherst also, a part of the city, and I have mentioned
this a number of times in this Hoﬁse, without running
water and without. sewerage. All right, we can still go
along without sewerage becausebthe.sea is just down there
but without running water in this day and age? Now I
know that the Municipal Council have got it in their
capital works programme this year an& at last! That is
~all I can say to that, at last! And they have only done
that through special assistancergivén to them by this
government, through the minister's department.

The city also, of course,
does not take care of fire, does not dive fire protection,
that is provincial. The city does not give police
proteétiqn, the city has no jurisdiction over the harbéur,
the éity has no jurisdiction over . the large CN area and
indeed, the city cannot;even take care of its own streets
iﬁ‘many respects. Just outside this building thé Province .
has to reconstruct some of thelstreets in the city.

In other words, the City of
St. John's really is a rather limited thing. Now, I
suppose his;orically one can justify all this, but by
faqing that fact you do not have anylgreat confidence that

-the way to go for the rest of this area is to say, Sity

carry carry on! The city just does not have the record to
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DR. COLLINS: back up and to give

confidence for the future.

MR. MURPHY: ’ " Especially our older .areas.
DR. COLLINS: i Especially the older areas.

So, Mr. Speaker, we look to the other example we have in
this area, the Metropolitan Boérd, this model. I

think that this bill, this bill 50 takes the Metropolitan
Board as its model and I think takes it quite rightly.

I am sure the Metropolitan Board is not a perfect '
instrumenf either, but it seems to have worked, it seems
to be more efficieﬁt, it seems to be more effective in

the areas that it was given to deal with than the city has
beén in ours. Now, those are harsh words but in my view

I think it is just a fact.

Now, the bill, of course, has-
to do more than just say we are going to extend the
Metropolitan Board's jurisdiction, the bill has to
imrpove the democratic and the electéd aspect of the
Metropolitan Board and it has done this to a very large
measure and it will do so in the future. And certainly, if
I have the honour to represent part bf this area this is

one of the things
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DR. J. COLLINS: » that I will do my best to ensure that
as time goes by, as this wholeklarge question is brought into active
6pgration that there will be an increasing amount of elected representation
and hopefully in the not too distant future €ull elected representation
on the ﬁew governing body.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have spoken of
messages, in my wiew, in this debate, and I think there is one more
message there and that is the message for the city of St. John's,

I think it is about time that the Municipal Counecil in St.. John's

give up resistance to the implimentation of regional government in

- this area. They have made their case. I.think they have to accept now

that their case is lost. They have to aécept what is going to happen
because this House in its right mindedness is going to accept it, I
feel sure, and not only should they accept it but the city now, the
city council - and I have said this to a number of counéillors that
I have been speaking to recently - the city council now should take

their rightful place in being a guide and take their rightful place

.in a leadership role in regional government in this area; that the

city of St. John's despite all its faults, despite its rather mediocee
#ast hisfory, nevertheless must have great influence, must give a lot
of guidance, must get behind regional government in this area and

I hope that this message will get through to the city counéil also.

. Mr. Speaker, I look forward to some
further words when clause by clause consideration of this bill is
given; and I think that there might well be adjustments made in the
bill at that: time, as it would not be unusual in this House, and will
possibly if they do it migﬁt even. strengthen thevbill'further. Rut
I reinterate again, Mr. Speaker, that this is an excellent hill, not-
perfect but excellent; this is an ﬁnique bill because it arose out
of this House, it was not just presented to*this House and this

asked to give a rubber stamp to it, and that this bill has taken
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DR. J. COLLINS: : the right route,it has listened

to the pgople wha have made studies and held hearings and it

has culled:OUt of those th; best things and put it into this

bill ;nd I would hope that the people who tend to resist some-

wﬁat change in this area will through the debate going on in this
House seee the benefitvthat regional gbvernment will bfing to them .

And finally,I hope the city of St. John's will now give the support
i;v sﬁould to regional government so it can make life better :

for all of us.

Thank you very much.

SOME 1ON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
-~ MR, SPEAKER: - : The hon. member for Lewisporte.
"MR. F. WHITE: Mr. Speaker, since I have been in the

House,about three years,I do not think I have heard such a vicious
attack on a municipal government in this Province as we have just
heard from the hon. gentleman for St. John's South (Dr. Collins).
Now, Mr. Speakér, it 1s a vicious attack on the city of St. John's
vgnd I hope that every.singleimemher of the St. John's city council, I
‘hope that Mayor Wyatt and I hope that all those:people involved with
- the ciéy of St. John's reads the remarks made by the hon. éeneleman
for St. John's South.Such a vicious attack on the city council!
He even .talked about past eity counéils in terms of their mediocre
pastshe saidsand he sort of indicated that tﬁey are going to be
raped, they are going to be raped by ﬁill 50 and they might as well
lie down and take it. Now that is the situatién we find ourselves
in, Mr. Speaker, in this Province. The hon. gentleman for St. John's
South talked about the Opposition taking a position on everything that
comes uplin this House and deciddng beforehand that they are going
to yete'against it. The hon. gentleman should either pay more attention
to what goes on in the House, Mr. Speaker, or gé through the bills -
that have been introduced and passed in this House so far this year.

I cannot recall at the moment another b4ll that we decided we were
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MR. F. WHITE: . not going to support and decided
to hold out on it,which ve are going to do in this particular
case. ThefOccupatiénal_Health and Safety Bill which came in
concerned us very much in a number of matters but because it
was not overly all-encomPassing,as this bill is,this bill is

the reverse of the Occupational Health and Safety Bill. The
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Mr. White: . Occupational Health and Safety Bi1l did not have

enough in it, did not have enough in it and that is why we made our
" point so strong]y with respect to that, Mr. Speaker, BUt Bj11 50

has too much in it, and we are opposed to that partiéular Bil1.

I will say first off, Mr. Speéker, that we on-this

. side of the HouseAare not opposed, not against regional government. As

a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, we are in favour of regional government
and very strongly.in favour of regional government. But we are not

in favour of this kind of legislation that puts a blanket over a
major pért of this Province, and gives a board, because it is going to be
practically a board, an non-elected group of people, carte blanche,

carte b1anche,~”r. Speaker, to do what they want with the areas of the
Northeast Avalon area, not only St. John's- but all the communities out
around to do what they want with respect to those communities. - They
will dd what they want with them, force taxes to go up, Mr. Speaker,
impose things that the communities do not want. And during the next few
minutes 1 wi]]ltry to illustrate some of the things that IAam talking about
with respect to thét. v

We are also very much surprised, Mr. Speaker, We

thought that when this bill came in that the government would make a
determined effort to put their best foot forward , to éea11y put their
best face out , and to try and make the points that need’fo be made with
respect to regional government. Not only have they failed to force

the points of the government across to us, Mr. Speaker, but they have
beeﬁ wishy-washy. A1l the St. John's members who have spoken have been
wishy-washy to a man, Mr. Speaker, to a man. 'They want to see amendments
brought in, they know now and they are admitting already, Mr. Speaker,
that this bill is hot what they want, Yet for the sake of unity on the
other side they are determined to push it through. Now that has been
the case, and I can document it right downythe member for St. John's

East (Mr. Marshall), the member for Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor), now the
member for St.. John's South (D}. J. Collins), they have all had reservations
to this bi11. The last speaker even ta]ﬁed of amendments before the bill

is passed in Committee stage. And, Mr. Speaker, I am going to amend the
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Mr. White: . bill before it even gets to Committee stage, and I will
be doing“fhat a little later on in my remarks.
Now the minister when he introduced the bill, and

I took his speechf;and I was not in the House that day and I said I
better read exacfiy what the minister said.with'respect-to the bill —
and I took his speech and I went through it_a coupie of times.f NOWlthé
tone of his speech -
'AN_HON._ MEMBER: : He went off his head.

‘MR;‘WHITE: ' Mr. Speaker, as I was saying,I went through
this particular speech of the hon. gent1eman, the hon. the Minister of
Municipal Affairs very , very carefully because I wanted to see all of
the points that he was making. I wanted to see his explanations of

all of the clauses in the bill. I sort of assumed that when a minister
introduces the bill he goes.down through it very carefully and deals with
each section of the bill, and explains what it is going to do, and what
it is going to cost the Treasury of the Province, and so on. But the
minister when he introduced this bill failed to do it, faf]ed to do that,
Mr. Speaker. _I could not believe what I was reading because after I
finished reading the minister's speech I was no -better infdrmed with
respect to Bill 50 than if I had not read it at all. He took an
antagonistic point of view when he rose to speak, and he continued to
dwell on it. He did not go into any details, Mr. Speaker, he did not

go into any details on the bill ftse]f or give us any explanation of what
the bi1l was going to cost, and what the taxpayers of this Province, the
Northeast Avalon region wog]d have to pay with respect to it.

A]]gdﬁring this debate, Mr. Speaker, all during
this debate the government has been hanging its.hat on the pegs of the
Henley Commission. They say that all of this is being done because it has
been recommended by the St. John‘s.Urban'Region study, recommended by the
Henley Commission and that is th they are pushing this Bill 50 through
and making points with respect to it.

' Now, Mr. Speaker, if you do as I did, and I am

sure Mr. Speaker will since he is concerned about this, and go down through

| V(,%O
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" Mr. White: the recommendations of the Henley Commission Report
you will fiﬁd that very few, very few of the recommendations of the
- Henley Commission Report are embodied in this bill.  As a matter of

factsalmost none of them are embodied in this bil1l. Yet when the

government feels it is convenient to talk about the Hen]ey Commission,

and use the Henley Commission as an excuse for some of the things in
this bi11,then-that is what they.do. But they have not followed the
Henfey Commission Report, Mr. Speaker, and they have drifted miles and
miles away from it. You take whatever recommendation you want, Mr.

Speaker, and I .can go .down

nss8
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MR. F. WHITE: through all the recomméndations
of thg'Henley Commission reportyand you will find that none"
of them are embodied inm this legisiation. Some-of them are,
maybe: The enlarged city concept, the first recommendation
in the final report of the Henley Commission, is being
thrown out the window, gone completely. St. John's is
forever more to remain as it is and is going to be stagnated
- from now on - éone completely, no enlarged c¢ity. Then,
Mr. Speaker, the Henley Commission went on to talk about
-increased members for the city of St. John's. They talked
about a large couhcil,'a much larger council than they had
previously, and what did Qe see? - Noching{ Nothing in
B1ll No. 50 to go aiong with that recommendation, Mr. Speaker.
That recomméndation was thrown out like recommeﬁdation
number one was thrown out; .and you can come on down,
number three, Conception. Bay South to be enlarged - no,
nothing in the bill for that; you can come én down,
unincorporaied commuﬁities to be organized - noj;
fecommendacion number four, there is nothing in that;
amalgamation of communities - nofhing in that;
recommendation number five, there is nothing dealing with
that; recommendation number six, a two-tier form of
government - no, that is being!thrown out the window, that
recommendation is gone; then y;u come down to takeover
boards within the regions.- mﬁybe; maybe they will take
over all the boards within the region. You can put a
'maybe' after tha£ recommendation; when they recommended
that the council would have fifteen members in St. John's -
no, that recommendation gone out the window. And we come
on down, Mr. Speaker, to the appointment of the régional
government, The concept as envisaged by Mr. Henley when
he was doing this report, and it is eas} tb follow the
report through in its.phildsophical way,vthe way it is

done, that the city of St. John's would be enlarged, the
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MR. F. WHITE: communities outside St. John's
would be'incorporatea, and from that would come éné umbrella
regional gbvernment. And on the basis of that, Mr. Henley
recommended that there be appointments to the board, but
he only reqommendedithac there be appointments to the
rEgional-gbvefnment as we see 1t coming through from Bill
No. 50.. He only recommended that there be appointments to
the board after the enlarged city took place in St. John's,
after the two-tier form of government came about. And then
I can see a case being made, Mr. Speaker, for appointments
to a regional government after all the other recommendations
of the Henley Commission are put in place, or at least somne
of them. Then there is some logic in the appointment of a
regional government, some logic, I say, Mr. Speaker. But
- the government are saying, 'Oh, Mr. Henley recommended that
we appoint people to it.'

So this is the point that I am
trying to make,.that only where the government sees fit to
hang its Hat on a peg do they take from the Henley study.
The only time that they relate to the Henley study is when
they want to take something from it to back up their own
argument. Mr. Henley did not recommend that this huge
council be elected with five members appointed including
the chairman, but they take that from the Henley study and
say, 'This is what Mr. Henley recommeﬁded so this 1is what
we will do.' And I can go on down through the recommendations,
Mr. Speakér, of the Henley study. I do not need to, but
I just did the exercise of checking out all the
recommendations, comparing them to the bill and I find that
they just do not jibe and they just do not coincide. You
can talk about recommendation eleven, of course, and they
are going to put that in effect so that all the appointments
to the board and those elected ?ill'be paid, authority to

take over whatever they want to take over, they are going to
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MR. F. WHITE: be given that authority, of
‘course, they are going to see that in the bill. And

right on down, Mr. Speaker, you can look at the various
points of the Henley fommissionvstudy and the various
recommendations and.chey_were all thrown out the window.

1 do not know why, and I am sure the minister will

address himself té this. And I am sure the people of

St. John's and the urban region that we are talking about
- are not aware of this. A lot of the people thimk that

it is being done because Mr. Henley, after a great deal

of study; brings in some recommendations and t@e government
says, 'Well, it has been studied for two or three years.

We should bring in a bill based on what Mr. Henley said,’
but instead they threw all the recommeﬁdatigns of the Henlef
study out the window, started off at square oﬁe again and
put their heads together and ;amé up with a bill. And

I do not know what time they had on the other side,

Mr. Speaker, to comevup with a bill. The hon. gentleman
from St. John's South (Dr. J. Collins) saild that the bill
was drafted outside of Cabinet. There are three members
from St. John's in Cabinet. I assume they had some influence,
but outside of Cabinet, Mr. Speaker, the members that you
have from the St; Johﬁ's area,juét look at them and tell

me what time they had to get together:and put this bill
together, or for that matter, what .time to seek out the
interest of the people being affected? You have two
lawyers over there who are working full—time; Mr. Speaker;
you have two doctors over there who are working full-cimé,
you-havé three ministers in the Cabinet who are working
full-time, you have one execﬁtive assistant to the Premier,
you have a gentleman farmer and youvhave Mr. Speaker. HNow

what time do those
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MR. F. WHITE: . gentlemen have, Mr. Speaker? What time
do those gentlemen have? The House of Assembly at the moment is
part-time for them, is part-time for them, so what time do they have
to give any logical study to the implementation of a bill for the
St. John's urban region? It was just a matter of getting together and
putting together something and trying to force it through as qﬁickly
as possible. And even, Mr. Speaker, after they self-admittedly say
that this bill was drafted outside of Cabinet, that it was drafted by
the Go&ernment members on the other side from the St. John's‘area,
to a man they have éll stood up and said, "ﬁe are going to support
Bill 50 but we disagree with a lot of parts of it and we want amendments
to-it". Now that is what they have said.’ So I cannot understand the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Fousing bringing in a bill that he
wants to force through the Legislature when the majority of the members
on his own side of the House who are concerned about the St. John's
region, or should be, have themselves said already that as the bill
deals with the areas affected they are not sure that what is in the
bill is right and proper and it might need amendments when it gets to
Committee stage. Now that is basically the situation we find ourselves
in where not only the Opposition are determined to hold out for the
. rest. of the summer if necessary. against Bill 50 but even the Government
members on the other.side who havé spoken in this debate so far have
" said they have resérvations about the bill, they want amendments to
the bill and they are not satisfied withi the bill themselves.

. ' So this is the sorry state of affairs we
find ourselves in, Mr. Speaker, as we deal with regional governmeﬁt,
one.oﬁ the most iﬁportanc pleces of legislation to come before this
House this fear. And when does it come in? It comes in at the tail
end of the session, at the tail end of the session. I do not know if
the Government were of the opinion that we were going to be beat out
‘to the pdint that we.were going to give in and put on a show for a
couple of dayé and try to get this billy 1let this Eill go‘through and

so on. Well; Mr. Speaker, they have a thing or two coming to them

(s 61—
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MR. F. WHITE: with respect to this bill because even
.thought it was brought in at the end of the session, even tﬁough the
Government never had the courtesy to bring in this bill garlier on, two
or three months ago in March or April. What have they been doing for
che‘paét year since Bill 101 was withdrawn? Vhy d1d it have to be

in June month before this bill was brought into this House,or the end
of May and we find ourselves now having to take this bill, having to
talk to'people, having to try to come up.wich some definite proposalé
and counterbalances concerning the various clauses in:this bill and it .
was brought in at this.late stageé Thaﬁ is reasonsenough, Mr. Speaker;
the fact that it was brought in at guch a late stage in the game is
reason in itself if nothing else in ghis b1ll, Mr, Speaker, if nothing
"else in this bill provided a reason to be opposed to the bill the

fact that it was brought in as tt was at the tail end of the sassion

in the midst of céntfoversy with the ﬁinister roaring and raving about
how the bill was goiné to be forced'thiough over his dead body then that
is reason enough to be opposed to it ;nd I can think of a good many other
reasons, Mr. Speaker, why we on this side and why members on the other
side as wellishould be opposed to this bill.

And we understand, Mr. Speaker, that earlier

a year or so ago there was a concern gbout the regional water supply

and the need to get a regional government in place to deal with the
regional water supply but that has all been taken care of from what

I understand there Has been seventeen or eighteen people transferred
from the minister's department to Metro Board already to look after

the regionél water supply. The regional water supply is in place.It is
going @o take its course. They cannot use the excuse that oh! we have
to get this regional government in or some communities might run out

of wateé. That is a lot 6f nonsense, Mr. Speaker, a lot of nonsense

and it is a very poor argumént. The regional water supply is onstream
thanks to the federal government. The people are working to keep the

regional water supply going and the government knows this and yet
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MR. F, WHITE: they use that lame excuse to say that
‘water is a major problem and so on to bring this bill in at this

particular stage.

MR. S. NEARY: Correct. That is absolutely right!
MR, F. WHITE: So, Mr. Speaker, here we are towards

the-end of June dealing with one of the most important and perhaps
the most important piece of legislation to come before this government
" or come before this House in the last.two oi three years and the
government eéxcepts us to put it through without any further debate,
without any further study, without giving time, Mr. Speﬁker,for
the ramifications of what the government is doing in Bill 50 to seep
out to the populace because the people are out there and if do not
realize what 1s happening to them with respect to this bill. They
just do not realize partly because of the time of the éear they
are going off on weekends the people are working to get home to do
their gardens and everything else and while that is going on while
all those people are out there in the Northeast Avalon doing that
here we are in this House with the government trying to force things
on them that they'are not aware of., But I will tell you, Mr. Speaker,
before this debate is over they will know their taxes are going to go

up- and then they will
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MR. F. WHiTE: ) start to scream when they find that

out because faxes have to go up and there is no way that they

can avoid taxes going up and in some places where there are

no taxes at the moment, taxes will have to be imposed and

the people in those areas are totally unaware of this. They

think they are living in their little communities there, that

‘what is going on in the House at the momenﬁ is not going to

affect them but it will affect them, Mr. Speaker, as I will
demonstrate in a little moment when I come to it. The

government: know, Mr; Speaker, the government know that evéntually
‘taxes have to go up in those areas around St. John's where they

are paying at the moment in sixteen or seventeen communities, they
aré paying not a cent, Mr. épeaker, not a cent in fifteen or

sixteen communities they are not paying a cent for taxes of any
kind, of any shape or form and how long is that going to last

after this biil goes through the House? About oné week maybe

and up the taxes go or new taxes being iﬁposed. You have othér
areas and I will go down through the whole.list before I finish

my few remarks, Mr. Speaker, on what taxes are being paid and

what taxes one can expect to be paid before this iegional'government
reallybtakes effect or when the regional govermment really takes |
affect. The kind of thing . the mini;ter should have done when he
stood in>this House and gone down through the various communities
and outlined what is going to happen in those communities. And
allvthey see is this one big blob on ﬁhe map with an arch going
across it showing the St. John's urban region, the Northeast Avalon
area and there you have 1t. All they see is that is going to become
one big area and by setting up the regional government they abrogate
all responsibility for tax iﬁcreases or any other thing that might
be forced on the peoplé of the Northeast Avalon area that they will
not have to take responsibility for, Mr. Speaker. They are throwing

it over on the regional govermnment, absolutely and completely.

sé?
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MR, F. WHITE: You heard the member for St. John's South
(Dr. J. Collins) today talking about the state around the
countrysideqand I agree with him. It is an absoluté mess and I
would be ashamed to sit with any government that permits it
to go on. It is absolutely terrible. I almost want to close
vmf eyes when I drive around and yet you have a government that
is . totally unconcerned with respeét to that and making no
attempt., You need a whole new change, Mr. Speaker, a change RN
in the attitude of people. They cannot see cans along the
highway. 1f they are flying over it all the time. So this is
what I am saying, Mr., Speaker, that I am sick and tired of it too,
the mess that is around but it is not going to be cured by
regional government, it is going to be cured by a concerm on the
part of the govermment in power and a government that is not
afraid to take responsibility for what they were elected tOYCake
responsibility for, and that is what you have now.
This government is throwing all
responsibility for. one éf the most tiresome in terms of dealing
with the problem, one of the most complicafed, one of the most
controversial areas of the Province, perhaps the most
confused and complitated municipal areas of Newfoundland. The
government has said, We.wanﬁ.no;hing else to do with it. We
will throw it over on this regiomal bo#rd, if taxes go up in
St. John's, as they will, they will blame the regional council.
Lf taxes go up in Shoe Cove or Bauline or some of.the other - -
unincorporated areas, blame the regional government, Mr. Speaker.
Well I can give this government notice, that from now on taxes
that go up aftef regional government comes in, if it does come
in, it 1is going to be blamed on this government because that is
where the blame should go and we will make that point, that every
.time there is a tax increase in St. John's you will hear the mayor
coming out saying, '"We have to put up the taxes because of regional

"

government," and lay it right back at the feet of the provincial

government, Mr. Speaker, .They are making a rod for their own backs, -
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MR. F. WHITE: a rod that they cannot envisage

at the moment will come down to haunt them in years and years

to come. In the strongest conservative area of the Province

thgy are really cutting their own throats and ‘you can see that’
happening, Mr. Speaker, and I can see it happening all the

time.

Mr. Speaker, we are sitting here

and we are standing here in this House and we are expected to
vote for a bill, B1ll 50, to give untold power t§ a new

gegional council to be set up with five appoihtmenﬁs on it.

The éovernment can pick and choose and the referenmce earlier

to the hon. gentleman from St. John's South when he said that

Mr. O'Dea may be the new Chairman. Mr. O'Dea has accepted

and agreed to be the new -Chairman of the Regidnal Council. The
Minister of Hunicipal Affalrs announced in the House, and I have
" his direct quote here with respect to ir. 0'Deals poéition,

Mr, Dinn in the House, "I am pleased to announce that M. John R. O'Dea,
the present Chairﬁan of Meﬁro Board, has agreed cob acéept the

position as Chairman of Regional Government,"

said the minister.
There you are, Mr. Speaker, it is already gome. The,bill is

not even paésed‘in the House and he has gone to Mr. 0'Dea and

said, "r. 0'Deaqdo you'wan: a new cushy job that wevAre going

to create as soon as we force it through cver the dead bodies

of the Opposition, force it through the Iliouse of Assembly?" You
knoweit is automatically going to go through the House of

‘A5semb1y. That must have been the assumption on the government's
part. There is no way in the-middle of June or towards the

end of June that th; Opposition cén stall off on this bill. No way;

So he goes to Mr. 0'Dea and he says, "Mr. 0'Dea,will you agree?" "Of

course -
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Mr. White:

va111bagree;to take it." Why not agree to take over?

‘ANTHON;'MEMBER: How hany more has he got?

’ MR: wHiTE§ : More power. The Empire builder. More power
for him.

AN HON. MEMBER: He is full-time Chaiman of Metro now.
MR, WHITE: I know he is full-time Chairman of Metro. I

know all about that. But the presumption on the part of the minister’
when he went and asked Mr, 0'Dea, Ldok,we'got all of the government
members now to agree to this Bill 50, we are going to fling it in,
the last minute fTing it in at the Tlast minute well just before the
» House closes, get all of the government members from St. John's to
support it, and then,you know, you will be the new Chairman of Metro,
and you have got a year and a half before any elections have got to
come up, and the whole thing. And we can go through this bill piece
by piece and almost every clause,which we will demonstrate in third
reading if it ever gets to ityneeds to be amended, every clause needs to
be amended, one hundred-and-forty-odd clauses that need to be amended
and they will be, Mr. Speaker. Because the government has deliberately
set out to confusé the people to not abrogate‘their own duties in terms
of turning over the responsibility for the Northeast Avalon Region over
to the Council, a buffer, Mr. Speaker, between the people and the
government.  That is exactly what they are creating.
Henley in his study, and I went{through that'
a few moments ago with respect to the recommendations that they did not
even touch, Henley in his study clearly pointed out, Mr. Speaker, that
before any regional government should be brought to the Northeast Avalon
Region that a plan be drawn up with respect to the Northeast Avalon »
Region, that a p}an be put into effect, that a plan be looked at.‘ The
plan} The plan,we do not even know what the borders are going to be}

How “can you have a plan?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ~ Oh, oh!
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MR. WHITE: “Mr. Speaker, they do not even have a plan. They
do not know what the borders are going to be of this regional government.
Government members on the other side are speaking against the bill,
they are not going to vote against the bill, but they'are speaking against
the bill. = And the minister wants to force this through the House.
‘AN HON. MEMBER: " He can think again.
MR. WHITE: I mean the minister wants to force this through
‘the House. There has got to be something wrong with him, Mr. Speaker, -
to want to do this after all the opposition to it, aftér all of the
opposition to it. And I have all the press clippings here I can go
through, Mf; Spéakef. 1 can go through all of the press clippings
here. It is probably one of the major subjects that has been covered by
the press in the St. John's area. And we cah go through the press
clippings. The minister says the only opposition is from St. John's,
and he is totally wrong, and he knows it is wrong, and there is no need
for me to stand here, Mr. Speaker, and demonstrate why the minister is
wrong. They are creating a momument -or not a momument, they are
creating a monster, Mr. Speaker, thﬁ% fhey do not know they are creating
a monster with untold powers and coupled with the powers that are been
vested in the minister through this bill, it is going to be a totally
uncontrollable situation with the poorer people, and the people who are
not aware of this bill, Mr. Speaker, and the people of the unincorporated
areas, the unorganized areas, not realizing what they are getting themselves
into, not for one single minute, Mr. Speaker, and we can demonstrate that.
Let us look at a few places, and what the taxes are
today and think about what the taxes are going to be. Let us look at
Wedgewood Park that obviously does not want to come into the City of
St. John's, apparently does not. It should have been in the City of
St..John's when it was first set up out there. Wedgewood Park should
have been in the City of St. John's then, in my opinion. It should
have been in the City of St. John's at that time. They got a property
tax of ‘7.5 mi]s,.which works out on an avearge house and a business

tax of .23 as well, but on the basis of the property tax that would work
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MF; White: out in Wedgewood Park on an average I would say of
about $200 a year, for the average house, a $30,000 house. And all
I am talking about now, Mr. Speaker, are average figures, and that is
the only way you can deal with it. Wedgewood Park a bropérty tax
of 7.25 mils, about $200 a year they are péying, WedgeWOod Park.
‘ANTHGN;:MEMBERE And it is going to go up. .

11MR;1WHfTEEV And it is going to go up. Of course, it is going
to go up. As soon as regional government comes in Wedgewood Park people -
and they might as well realize it now, and we might as well tell every
one of %hem, we might as well go on the radio and tell all fhe people
in Wedgewood Park that as soon as regional government comes in their

taxes are going to go up.

AN HON: MEMBER: That is right.

'MR-.'w'HITE: o '~ Their taxes are going to soar, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: That is right.

MR.'WHITE: NoQ we got to go around, and we got to tell all

of the-peqple in Wedgewood Park that their-takés are going up. So
Wedgewood Park people realize now that your taxes are going to go up

as soon as regional government comes in, and you might as well realize

it

" SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

"MR. WHiTE: Now, Mr. Speaker, let us go down to the next one,
Torbay.

AN HON. MEMBER: Right.

'MR; WHITE: Torbay,a council that came out against this regional

government, came out against it. Now they have a service fee, Mr. Speaker,
a service fee down in Torbay, not very far frdm St. John's, not very far

at all, a nice community, a fair number of people, and they are paying

total taxes, Mr. Speaker, total taxes of $40 a year.' Now that is what

they are paying, a service fee -

MR. NEARY: Up she goes.
"Mh;:WHiTE: - a service fee of $40 a year that will be tripled -
© MR NEARY: _ Up she goes.

MR; WHITE: - 1in oﬁe yeér, Mr. Spéakér, after regional
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MR. WHITE:

government comes in. Immediately a pféperty tax will
go on, the kind of property tax that Metro Board has
already put on. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look at the .
property tax Metro Board has put on. . For example, in
Kilbride and Newtown where they are paying 6 mils
already and in those areas where they are governed by

Metro ﬁoard they are already paying $200 and $300 a

year.
MR. NEARY: Right.
MR. WHITE: Now let us face 'it; under

Metro Board they'arevpaying a couple of hundred do;lars-

a yéar already, they are paying 6 mils., Mr.ISpeaker,
under Metro Board and under regiénal council all the other
communities that are not under Metro Board will have to
pay the same thing and that is‘the’way the regional =~

-it is only logic, Mr. Speaker. So instead of forty
dollars service fee, Mr. Speaker, in. Torbay a year from

now it is going to be $200.

MR. SIMMONS: Right.
MR. WHITE: So people should realize that.

Or more! Two hundred dollars or more in Torbay within a
year after the Northeast Avalon region goes into effect.

We might as well realize that because.it is a fact of

life and thevminister might as well realize it. Now

this is going to be drummed into all the headsvof the peopile

in Torbay and Wedgewood Park and everywhere else before we

stop.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Right.
MR. DOODY: ’ ) How many will (Inaudible)

next year when they find out it is not true?.

' MR. WHITE: Next one, Mr. Speaker,
Flatrock: Service fee of twenty or twenty-five dollars,.’
Mr. Speaker. Twenty-five dollafs a year in Flatrock at

the moment. What do you think that is going to be, Mr.

s N
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MR. WHITE: Speaker? Two times would
be fifty dollars, three times would be seventf-five

dollars, four times would be one hundred dollars so it
is going to be two hundred dollars minimum because we
have to go on the basis of what Metro Board has already
done. So in Flatrock, eight timés;_Mr. Speaker, eight
times, the taxes have to go up eight times béfore they

come in line with that the Metro Board is already

‘charging, before they only come up to the present standard

of.Metro Board. ‘

MR, DINN: - What is Metro Board

charging in Airport Heights right now?

MR. WHITE: I do not know what Metro
Board is charging in Airport Heights. When I get down to
my sheét I will know, I have it all here. At least the
minister did not do this exercise and he should have done
this exercise.

- MR. STIMMONS: That is right. He is only
telling half the story.

MR. WHITE: | . Now, Mr. Speaker, Flatrock,
twénty—five dollars a year. Not twenty-five dollars a
month, Mr. Speaker, not twenty-five dollars a month, not
twenty-five dollars every six months, but twenty-five
dollars a year in service fee in Flatrock at the moment.

So we can expect that to be eight times as much.

MR. SIMMONS: | Eight times?
MR. WHITE: o As soon as Mr. O'Dea and his

people get involved in it, eight times.

MR. SIMMONS : The Dinwit formula.
MR. WHITE. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look

at Pouch Cove. Pouch Cove is another area that we can

talk about. Pouch Cove, Mr. Speaker, thirty dollars a

year. A service fee of thirty dollars a year in Pouch Cove. -

Again we can expect, and this is giving all kinds of - I

am giving the government all kinds of reasons where they do
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MR. WHITE: not havé to let the tax go up
'any higher than two hundred, and I have just taken the
median tax, Mr. Speaker,vas imposed by the Metro Boarxd
in New Town and Kilbride and other places, that is all

I am taking, but Metro Board has already established

six mils about an average of two hundred dollars in
Kilbride and New Town and here we ha&e in Pouch Cove at
thekmoment thirty dollars a year. So Pouch Cove people,
bewaref Your taxes are going to go to two hundred dollars
a year before you get a chance to blink an eye. So

that is Pouch Cove, Mr. Speaker.

Now we come on down to the
next ghree communities on my list which are St. Phillips,
St. Thomas and Portugal Cove. Now these are the three
new communities that have recently been incorporated and
they have né taxes set at the moment, I guess they are
waiting for regional government,so St. Phillips, St.
Thomas and Portugal Cove might as well realize that right
off the bat they are going to have to pay two hundred

dollars a year. Not twenty dollars a year, not thirty
dollars a year but as Metro Board continues with what it
has already estéblished in trying to get uniform taxation
throughout the areéa Because you are not going to have a
council over an area, a big regional council when some
guys are paying twenty dollars a year and others are
paying t&o and three hundred dollars, they are just not
going to stand for that so St. Phillips, St. Thomas and
Portugal Cove might as well realize that up she goes, and-
they are going to be paying quite a bit of taxes, at
least two hundred dollars a year before this is all over.
Conception Bay South, Mr.
Speaker: Now, Conception Bay South said no to regional
government, they wanted nothing to do with it. Conception

Bay South said no and for a good reason conéept}on Bay South
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MR. WHITE: said no. Because do you
know what they are paying now, Mr. Speaker, in service
fees in Conception Bay South, the third largest
municipality in Newfoﬁndland? 'They are,pay;ng forty
dollars a year for a service fee. Forty\doliars a.

yeér in service fees in Conception Bay South, Mr. Speaker,
so you know what is going to happen there: Conception
Bay South are getting their water in now and the whole
thing is coming together so you can expec£ them to pay
mqre'than Flatrock and Torbay and those other areas up
'bto $250 and $300 a year where thy are paying forty
dollars right now, Mr. Speaker. And that is the message,

that is the message to Conception Bay South and the

gentleman who just walked in, the Minister of Transportation

and Comﬁunications képt Bell Island out, kept Holyrood

out contrary to
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MR. WHITE: ' the Henley recommendations, contrary

to the Henley recommendations, Mr. Speaker, he kept them out

becaqse he knew exactly what I am saying now was going to come to pass

in a year or so, that taxes are going to soar, Mr. Speaker. Taxes

are going to soar in this area, so for his own political good the

Minister of Transportation and Communications says, no way

do I want to do anything with that consideringrthe fact that he

at least looks to the future and hopefully has a good one in

politics, which I cannot understand some other members with respect

to that. So Conceﬁtion Bay South,.Mr. Speaker, we have dealt with

Conception.Bay South; $40 a year in servicg Ege at the moment and

up she goes, sling she goes gfter regional governmentlSo_ Conception

Bay South residenfs,you might as weli realize that when it comes to

regional government this is the law and up your taxes are going to

go'becaﬁse that is the way it isvgoing to be in Coneption Bay South.
. Now Mount Pearl, Mr. Speaker, Mount Pearl.

Now God only knows we cannot impose ény more taxes on the people of

Mount Pearl, Mr. Speaker. |

AN HON. . MEMBER: But they will.

MR. WHITE: 0f course they will, as soon as regional

government gets in effect and the people of Mount Pearl cannot afford
it. If I were the member for Mount Pearl, Mr. Speaker, I would be
opposed to regional govenment for that one reason and that one reason
only, because Mount Pearl has no tag base, Mr. Speaker, it cannot

afford to maintain the services it has now,and the member knows

that,and they are already paying over $300 a year in taxes; Mr. Speaker..

In Mount Pearl now, where they haQe no tax bgse, they are paying
$300 or $400 a year, No wonder New Town did not want anything to do
with thgm!» You know New Town did not want anything to do with

Mount Pearl because New Town got relatively cheap taxes compared

to Mount Pearl. .In Mount Pearl the taxes are $300 and $400._ In

New Town they are'; couple of hundred dol;ars, $240 or $250. Because

the mil ‘rate is -
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AN HON, MEMBEPR: _(Inaudible).
MR. WHITE: . - of course. The mil rate is seven

something in Mount Pearl. of coufse.
So there you are with regional government,
with regional government, Mr. Speaker, they have already got a limit

set with Mount Pearl $350 so I guess they will drive everybody else -

MR. NEARY: Everybody else. : oo
MR. WHITE: . - drive everybody else up to the level "

of Mount‘Pearl, which {s threze hundred-and-some-odd dollars a year
_and sooner or later something has got .to be done about the Mount
Pearl situation, sooner or later the member for ount Pearl has sot
t§ address himself to it because they are éoing head long into
something that they have no control over. The town of Lewisporte,
Mr. Speaker, with about ome quarter the people that Mount Pearl

has, has a tax rate that 1is twice as 1arge. Lewisporte with

one quarter the people has a tax rate twice as big as Mount Pearl

so I do not know what the solutién is to Moﬁnt,but I an sure

that Mount ?earivresidents do not want their taxes to go up

any further and God forbid that they should and I hope that

nobody has the nerve to put up taxes in Mount Pearl any further because
they are getting higher and higher all the time and that is the reason
that other areas around ~ Now if they are-sudcéssful in annexing
the Donovan's Industrial Park area and gettinglthat into Mount fearl
there will be séme taxes there for the tlount Pearl people. But Mr,

Speaker with the way things are g&ing in Mount Pearl at the
mqmeﬁt, 1f they have to pay thei:vsﬁare, if they have to pay their
share of regional government, look cut,Mr. Speaker, look out because
there will be hell to pay in Mount Pearl.

Now, Mr. Speaker, before I go on~ I am

SWiftlY'running out of timg}‘ as I indicated when I stood, !lr. Speaker, -
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MR. WHITE:. . that we are totally opposed to this
Bill 50, We 5re not going to let it go through the House. We

are going to use every parliamentary tactic open to . us, Mr. Speaker,
to stop this bill from going through ﬁhe House. We are determined
to do it, M;. Speaker, and we are going to demonstrate why the
people do not want regional government. For the first time
_today, ‘Mr. Speaké?, for the first time since this bill came

before the House we are dealing wiﬁh individual communities and ~

1

we are dealing with individual tax bases and we are dealing with

‘the taxes that the individual communities are going to paf. And we

want to know, Mr. Speaker, how high Flatrock and Torbay and those
. people are going to ~ how high their taxes are going to be: The
‘governmenf_juschsi;uégs it off. Let regional government take

responsibility. I can hear the minister. The first press release

he will make, "It is regional government's responsibility, not

mine. I have nothing to do with driving taxes from $25 a year

to $200 a year in Flatrock, eight-times as high. I have ﬁothing.

to do with that." .

So, Mr. Speaker,. I move, éeconded by
the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) that the word "now" be

" deleted and adding the words, "Upon this day six months hence,"

vr. Speaker, . It is a six month h°iét-

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
© MR. MARSHALL: ' A point of order.

MR. WHITE: No, Mr. Speaker.has to rule the motion

in order or out.

MR. SPEAKER? ° . Well T have to hear a point of order . -
before I do anything. ' -
MR. SIMMONS: We want to know where the part timé

member stands.

MR. MARSHALL: . Never mind the part time member.

MR. SIMMONS: - Sure’ you are a part time member.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! -

/1579
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MR. MARSHALL: We have seen exhibitions of what full

time'members do and I think we can do without a lot of thlem.

MR. STMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a point of order, Sir.
MR.‘MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker as I understand it

the motion is that all words after

ls §0 |
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MR. MARSHALL: : '‘now' be deleted and it says

then that thé bill be not read now but in six months

time. I refer to Beauéhesne, page 170, paragraph 202 (10)
which reads: "An amendment cannot be made, by the addition
of words, to the question for reading a bill a second time.
The same rule applies to the question for the Speaker's
leaving the Chair or going into Committee of Supply."”

I think the hon. gentleman needs to be doubly full-time.

He has talked about full-time and part-time memﬁers, but
the fact of the matter is this six monfhs'hoist, I believe,
‘is only available with respect to the third reading. But
this statement here in Beauchesne I think 1s éxplicit,
which says that an amendment cannot be made by .the addition

of words to the question for reading a bill a second time,

MR. F. WHITE: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Lewisporte.
MR. F. WHITE: If the gentleman who thinks he is

such a great expert on parliamentary procedure would only
turn to page 498 of May, it reads: "A traditional way of
proposing the second reading of a bill is to move an amendment

] LR

to the question by leaving out the word 'now - and it says

'now'

specifically second reading - "by leaving out the word
and. adding the words 'upon this day six months',"” Mr. Speaker. .
MR. SIMMONS: : Poor old 'Part-time Marshall'!

MR. F. WHITE: You could be six ﬁonths,

Mr. Speaker, but it is a normal way, a traditional way and

once before in this House, Mr. Speaker, this matter came up

and was dealt with quite'a&equately at that time; So,

Mr. Speaker, the motion is in order and I have checked all

kinds of authority with respect to it.

MR. SIMMONS: "Sometimes Marshall'.

_ MR. SPEAKER: . ' On the point of order, the citation

read by the hon. gentleman from Lewisporte is certainly a

relevant one. I would point out as well, Beauchesne, page 170,

s$4
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MR. SPEAKER: subsection 11 and the part in
parenthesis "(in other wérds, the sii months' hoist only
applies to 'readings' or other proceedings which take place
on an appointed date. It has no application to motions for
direct adoption.)" Obviously, the point being made here
is that with resbect to'motions, but implicitly it also
states that the amendment is applicable to readings of a
bill. Also, Beauchesne, page 169, paragraph 202, subsection 7:
"An established form of amendment, such as the 'six umonths’
fofmula used to obtain the rejection of a bill 1is not
capable of amendment."” Actually, the siximonchs;formula is
in order on second reading and that 1is all I am asked to rule
on. It is in order on second reading. There is no need for

me to say in what other instances. it is or i1s not in order,

It is in order on second reading.

MR. - F., WHITE: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Tﬁe hon. the member for Lewisporte.
SOME HON. MEMBFRS: ‘Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before the hon.

"gentleman speaks to it I should now actually read it.:-

"Moved by the hon. gentleman from Lewisporte (Mr. White),
seconded by the hon. gentleman from LaPoile (Mr.‘Néary),

that the word 'mow' be deleted and that the foliowing
substituted thereforer'upon fhis day six months hence’.

' The hon. the member for Lewisporte.

MR. F. WHITE: So we hav; noﬁ, Mr. Speaker, moved
an amendment to this motion, 'the main - well, not the main
motion, I suppose, but just for_seéond reading purposes,

and it gives tﬁe government a good opportunity to give six
months leeway with respect to this. All they have to do is
say, ;We support it,' and I will sit down and fofget about
it. So it is six months. That is all we are asking,

Mr. Speaker. We could have put three mqhths in but that

" does not give time for the House to be recalled. But we
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MR. F. WHITE: ' decided, Mr. Speaker, that

we would go for six months and that is what we have done.
I have asked for a six months hoist on this particular
matter and we will continue with our various parliamentary
ways and means of continuing to debéte this bill and to
keep the matter going.

Now, Mr. Speaker, a few moments
agd'i was- dealing with the various towns and communities
that will be‘affected by regional government, something
that has‘not been done in-this debate but something. that
will be done day after day after day, week after week as

"long as this debate continues.

MR. SIMMONS: Hear, hear! Right to Labour Day.
MR, F. WHITE: We will demonstrate, Mr. Speaker,

why we are opposed to this bill, because 1t 1s going to be

a burden.and a hardship on the peoplé who su;round the

St. John's area and people within St. John's as well. Their
taxes are'going to soar and they have to be made abundantly
aware of this before they get themselves into thg soup.

So I was coming down, Mr. Speaker, and I did refer to

Mount Peari and the kind of taxes Mount Pearl is paying

"now. And I hope that the people in St. Phillips and

St. Thomas and Portugal Cove, Iorbgy and Flatrock, Pouch Cove
and all those areas realize what kind of tax base they have
now, $30 or $40 a year, and all of a sudden, you know,

they see Mount Pearl out there with no more of an economic-

base than they have themselves and taxes in Mount Pearl are
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MR. WHITE: ' $300 and $400 a year so
I;ém sure the people in those small areas outside
St. John's whére they are already péying minimal
taxes do not want their taxes to soar and go sky-high,
Mr. Speaker, and I am sure they would not want that
to ‘happen and I am sure members on this side anyway
would not want that to happen.

So let us céme down now,
Mr. Speaker, to Paradise, a service fee of thirty-five - -

dollars. So Paradise residents -

MR. NEARY: No ionger a paradise.
"MR. WHITE: That is right, no longer a

paradise because Paradise residents can realize now that
where Metro Board is, and thét is .our example, Mr.
Speaker, we are not being unfair, we are only taking
the medium base as outlined already by six mils as put
in place already by Metro Board ip’places like Kilbride
and New Town and so on, they have already established
the precedent, Metro Board has said,"This is it."

Now, when Mr. O'Deg becomes
Chairman of the regional council he has all this big area
that hg can whack the six mils on the property tax, whack
it onjand_look at the money they have pouring in right
over night. And that is exactly what is going to happen,
Mr. Speaker, and that is the method behind the madness

and we might as well realize it.

MR. SIMMONS: . : And that is Paradise.
MR. WHITE: - : Paradise, service fee thirty- . .

five dollars a year, Mr. Speaker, SO we can expect
Paradise residents to be paying at least,minimum now,
minimum is $200 in about a year according to precedent

already set by Metro Board and outlined.

MR. SIMMONS: , And that is Paradise.
MR. WHITE: , ' ' and that is Paradise.

The Goulds: The Goulds is -

Y580



June 27,-1978, Tape 4864, Page 2 -- apb

MR.. WHITE: not as well off now as
Paradise is in terms of the service fee they are paying.
Paradise is thirty-five dollars a year and the Goulds
forty dollars a year. So the Goulds people are going to
have to cough up one hundred and sixty dollars more a

. year service fee. All kinds of it, all kinds of it,

water, sewer, you name it.

AN HON'. MEMBER: ) Water and sewer (inaudible).
MR. WHITE: Yes, of course! Forty

dollars a year, of course, you know they are. So, Mr.
Speaker, that is the Goulds. Now forty dollars a year
they are paying in the Goulds so they can expect to pay
twé or three hundred dollars as soon as regional
government gets their hands on them, gets their greedy
hands-on them look out, up éhe_goes!

. Now look at the people who
will really suffer, Mr. Speaker. I have not even
mentioned the people who will really suffer yet. I have
demonstrated the towns and communities that are going to
suffer a hardship.because of the increased taxation going
to be brought on by reéionél_governﬁent but let us look
at the towns that are real;y_going to suffer. Let us
look at Seai Cove,.Mr. Speaker, Bauline, the Topsail
Road area, Middle Cove, Outer Cove, Shoe Cove, Foxtrap,
Shea Heights ~ they pay a water rate up there now -
Witless Bay, Bay Bulls, Logy Bay, Airports, Penetanguishene,
and some other areas on the fringe of the city un-
organized areas, Mr. Speaker, unorganized areas. Most
of the people have some services in, most of the people
in those areas are better off by and large than the people
in rural communities along the Northeast coast of this
Province, most of those people are better off already than
most of the people along the Northeast Coast of Newfoundland
and they are paying nqthing. o .

Now, any other community out-
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MR. WHITE: side the Northeast Avalon
region, they would héve to call a public meeting, they
would have to get the town to go along with it and in
any.event,,ﬁhe minister is not likely to go along with
a ﬁunicipal council anyway. In those-afeas, Mrx. Speaker, .
fifteen or sixteen toyns and communities in the Avalon
area carte blanche, forced, bango, they have organized
council and not even a Qord to say about it, not a word.
They just have to sit down and take‘it because the bill
clearly points out, Mr. Speaker, and I can go through
the section, clearly points out the regional government
will have responsibility for all the unorganized areas. |
They are paying no taxes there now, how long are they
going to get away with paying not a.cent in taxes, Mr.
Speaker? After regional government comes in the minimum
they wiil have to pay is two hundred dollars a year, .
" the ﬁinimum. They are pa&ing not a cent now, notAa
dime, not a copper and as soon as regional government
comes in they will be forced, with a municipal tax
structure that they never even dreamed would come down
on them, that they would not even dream of it, Mr. Speaker,
they have no concept of this regional government thing
and what it is going to do to them in those various
areas; And this is the point that we are going to try
to make, that people should be made aware of this.

The member for St. John's
South (Dr. J. Collins) talked about the opposition to
this bill. There has already been mounting opposition
to this bill, Mr. Speaker, mounting opposition, and
those who are not totally opposed to the bili,like the
members on the other side from St. John's, already have
reservations with respect to the bill and want to see
améndments bréught in. And when the people in the areas
outside that are éffected'most hy this bill £find out

what is going to happen to them they are going to scream
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MR, WHITE: blue murder and I do not
blame them.

| So, Mr. Speaker, you can
tell the people in Seal Cove and tell the people in
Bauline and tell the people in the Topsail Road area
Aand tell the people in Middle Cove and Outer Cove and
Shoe ‘Cove and Foztrap and Shea Heights and Witless Bay

and Bay Bulls and Logy Bay and
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Mr. White: . Airport Heights, Penetanguishene, and all those
unorganized communities, Mr. Speaker, unorganized, some of them have
‘wanted to be organized, some of them wanted to call meetings and said
let us form councils. Eut now by passing a piece of legisiation hére

in this Housg, 3 piece of legislation that flies in the face of every-
thing. the democratic systeh ever stood for, all of a sudden those
unorganized areas have been planked in on a regional government and

they have total responsibility with respect to them. You can go through
the whole sections, thirty-five,Section 35, in that whole section, Mr,
Speaker, you can talk about the power that the regional government

will have with respect to the unorganized areas. They have got total
responsibility, Mr. Speaker, for those areas. And I amljust trying to
find the exact words now. The regional council has all the powers of

a council, of a municipality under The Local Government Act 1972 in those
areas of the region that are not under the jurisdiction of a municipality
and that Act applies to those areas. Now that is what it says. The

Act says if you want to put a property tax in, you can put a property tax
'in, whatever you want to do in those unorganized areas-form a council,

do whatever you Qant,ft is included in The Municipal Government Act 1972,

and the bill,very specific here, very specific,take over the unorganized

areas and sock it to them, Mr, Speaker, sock it to them!
" AN HON. MEMBER: It is spelled out in 36 and 37.
MR: WHITE: ~ That is right. And ‘spelled out in 36 and 37.

So theré you are, Mr. Speaker, there yoy are:the
unorganized areas, a0y other unorganized area in Newfoundland at the
moment, any other unorgénized area, if they came in to tﬁe minister and
said, "Please give us a council, Mr. Minister;-give us a council; We
wanq a council so bad]y:' 'Then,.1et us get a meeting going, get 50
per cent of the community to attend the meeting, get 50 per cent
of the people at the meeting to vote in favour of-a council, and then
maybe we will give you a council. For two years_they had a freeze on
councils. They were not gbing to Tet another council go in Newfoundland.
fhey have eased up on that a 1ittle bit now, but all of a sudden'wfth
one piece of legislation befo}e this Héuse they are incorporating about

_fifteen or sixteen communities, and we do not even know if they want to
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’ Mr.HWhite: be incorporated or not. They have no say.
AN HON. ' MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. WHITE: They cannot hold a meeting and say we want to be

‘exempted from regional government, no. ' They cannot do that. No such
thing. They cannot hold a meeting.  One hundred per cent of the
‘_ community comes to the meeting and say, we do not want any municipality

yet we are still going to be faced with a municipality, -

MR. NEARY: We fixed them over on Bell Island.
" MR.WHITE: - and a municipal government.
‘MR. RIDEOUT: Like the minister said now -
"MR;ﬁWHITE: Congratulations to the Minister of T and C, how

smart he was, Mr. Speaker, because he knew what was coming up.
" "AN HON. MEMBER: I did. -
'MR;‘ﬁHITE: - Get Bell Island out, and get Holyrood out, and
you guy take your Tumps in the rest of it, because that is what they are
~going to have.to take. ‘
‘ So there we are, Mr. Speaker; Newtown already
are‘baying 6 mils, they are under Metro Board directly. Metro Board
has forced 'a tax on them of 6 mils, so they are already paying about
$250 a year average, $250 a year to Metro Board from the Newtown area.
They said -~ no to Mount Pearl. We do not want to go in Mount Pearl;
And again, Mr. Speaker, why did they say no to Mount Pearl, I woﬁder,why?
I guess for the éamé reason that every single comunity that is suppose
to come under.Mefro Board or under the regional government plan would
say no to regional government, for the same reason that the peoplé of
Newtown said no to Mount Pearl,because we do not want our taxes to go
up $100 or $200 a year, Now. it comes right down to facts and figures
and money in the pocket, and taxes you are going to have to pay out
of that money that you have in the pocket. = That is why Newtown said
no to Mount Pearl ,and that is why the other communities,even the
communities that now ha?e municipal counci]g,wi11 say no to regional
government if they were given the chance in a plebscite, If they were:
.giVen‘a chancé, Mr. Speaker, in a referendum, they woufd say no to

regional government. "A11 those places now that cannot get councils,
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: Mr: White: could not get councils in the past and here they are

now not getting a cent.in taxes, not a dime, not a nickel in taxes,

and.all of a sudden regional government comes in and the minimum

they will have to pay is $200 a year, the minimum $200 a year, minimum.

And tﬁe minister knows that, I know it, and -

f'AN'ﬁONfiMEMBER:, V Would the hon. member permit a question?

MR, WHITE: No,I will not permit a question, of course. not.
So, Mr. Speaker, the people in this House know it,

some people related directly to the bill know it, but I will say the

people in ‘the areas do not know if. And when they find out, when they find

~out, Mr; Speakef, when. they find out this government is going to have

hell to pay; when they find out the kind of imposition that haé been

placed on them by a majority of the members in the .House of Assembly

who sit in the government, Mr. Speaker, and support the government of

this Province. They should -all be told, there should be a circular
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MR. WHITE: sent out to every single one of those
communities, no sweat to do it at all, send out a circular.informing
them of what regional govermment is going to bring. What 1is it
‘going to bring to Shea Heights, or Witless Baylor Bay Bulls or

Logy Bay? What is it going to bring? Number ome, it is going

" to tring thié, number two,chis, number three,this, number four,
this, and here {s what they are going to have to pay. Now that

is what the people want. It is as simple as that. Black and white.

AN HON. MIMBER: And they are not going to get it from this
government,
MR. WHITE: . So far,'although‘wé got the bill before

the House we do not even know what thé area 1s going to be. I assume
that sooner or later the minister is going to say, "Here are the
boundaries. Here are the communities going to be included." Presumably
before the billhgoes through. Because we have no intention at the
moment, Mr. Speaker, of voting for or permitting, Mr. Speaker, or
permitting a bill to go through this House that has such power
to enforce such restrictions and taxes on the people of this Province.

Mr. Spéaker, the people who were oppo%ed
to Confederation.in '48 and {49 almost won, almost won, because of the
word "taxes". Almost won because people- were scared of their lives
of ﬁhat the taxes were going to be, scared of their lives,
I would say there are twenty~-five or thirty people in the St. thn's
urban region at the mément that they should be scared of their lives
and we will see to it, Mr. Speaker, that the message is broadcast
loud a;d clear, loud and clear, and to make matters even worse, you &ould"
not mind now if ' they were going to have a regional council and everybody'
was going to be elected on the regional council and a.guy whose taxes 
go up gets on the phone and he calls the guyvon the reglonal council and
says, "What is happening with‘my taxes?" You would not mind ‘that so wmuch.
You know,if they were all elected and they had to all go back and face
the electorate fhe next time around. But no, Mr. Speaker, that is not the

case. You have five'appointeees to the mnew regional council, five appointees.
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MR. WHITE: They will be able to comtrol the quorum,

if necessary, five plus three is a quorum on the new regional council,

So they are not elected, they are appointed by the government, you know.
They are getting pald for what they are doing. So why could they care?
They do not have to face re—electioni Sock it to them, Drive up

the taxes. I would suggest before the election even comes in a year

and é-half that Hetré Board will have its greedy fingers on the

taxes in some of those unorganized areas.

CAPTAIN WINSOR: Regional government,you mean.
MR, WHITE: ° No, the Metro Board, Before the election

takes place to form the regional council -

AN HON. MEMBER: " Metro Board will not be there then.
MR, WHITE: . That 1s right., The existing Metro Board

will have its greedy fingers on the taxes of pecple in St. John's

and outside the St. John's area. And when I went down thréugh all
the communities Qhere the taxes ;re going to go up, Mr. Spe;ker, I
said on behalf of those peoﬁ}e, and from looking at this(situation,
from seeing what Metro Board has already done invthe areas that it
has control over now, w;.can see that, We know that. We know

what they have done. So obviously they are going to follow the
pattern. For St. John's what can we say for St. John's,

Mr. Speaker? What can we say about taxes in St. John's? The largest

single area affected.

AN HON, MEMBER: They do not want it.
MR. WHITE: The mayor and councillors have already

said cﬁat, that taxeé have to go up. They say that taxes have to

go up in St. John's, so I zssume that the City Council in St. Johm's
know whether or not taxes have to go up or not. So right now they

are saying that because of this government, it is going to be

this government's fault that taxes have to go up and taxes are going

tc go up. The mayor has said it. The deputy mayor has said {t. People
from the oéher areas have not said it about their own communities

but we can say it for them and we will continue, Mr. Speaker, to say it
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IR, WEITL: . for them, that taxes ave going to

go up ia those particular areas.

. Now lfr. 0'Dea, I aave to laugh,
'ﬁr. 0'Dea defending theo zovernment. ™fetro Chiairman Defends
Government." "hy does Le say? "The regional government will not

be able to impose taxes in other municipal areas." iow waat

a lot of nonsense. What a lot of nonsense, fr. Speaker.

AN ‘HON. MEMBER: He did not even read the bill.
MR. WEITE: What a lot of nonsense. The regional

govermment, Mr. Speaker, can force thiangs on those municipalities
that the municipalities will have no choice-but to raise tazes
within the;r own areas. Mr. O'Dea is technically right when he
says, "We cannot force taxes up in municipal areas, of course

we cannot." But he is totally wrong because he knows and I know,
and the government know, and people who have spoken in this
debate know, that when the regional‘government makes a decision
to charge a municipal area for certain services, that

ﬁunicipal area is going to have to put taxes up to its people to
pay for the costs., ~ It is as simple as that. “Mr. 0'Dea should
know that and yet in just about every clipping where.Mr. 0'Dea

" has appeared, in just about evéry clipping where the minister has
appgared, regional government hég'no-authority, no responsibility
. for forcing up taxes, And we all know that it will, Mr. Speaker,
and we know vhat it is going go do. The unorganized areas of

the

(&8
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MR, F, WHITE:

St. John's urban region are going to be the most seriously
affected. ﬁe should really feel sympathy for them,

Mr. Speaker, because in an§ other part of this Province
Qhere people have a dégree of freedom, where they have

low taxation‘or no taxation at all, and all of a sudden
while they sleep at night - that is how this bill might

. go through, while they sleep at night - Mr. Speaker, they
are going to be imposed with taxation that they are totally
unaware of and did not have a clue about. The minister has
to change hié viéw on this particular bill, he has to make
a lot of changes to it. We are going to make amendments to
it ;s we go through, Mr. Speaker, an& we are not going to
let this thing go through in any other way. And it is as
simple as that, Mr. Speaker. We are going to deal with the
bill because we have to deal with the bill and the powers
that the bill confers on peoplé.

DR. J. COLLINS: Would the hon. member permit a

question?
MR. F. WHITE: Yes, go ahead.
DR. J. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I enjoyed the hon.

member's remarkg and this is the point I was getting at .in
my remarks. At last, I think,.we are getting dowﬁ to
someghing substantial in this debate. Up to now it has been
really a lot of nonsense, picking at little bits and pieces

here, but at least now we are getting down to the questibn

of a concept of regional government. And a question - two
questions really. One, in view of the hon. member's remarks’
I understand - is this a correct'understahding? - you are

against the concept of regional government on the basis
that there might be a tax change involved?

MR. F. WHITE: No.

DR. J. COLLINS: - That is one question. The second

question is, In view of your remarks regarding the various
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DR. J. COLLINS: councils, how would you tie that

in with Section (5) of the bill?

MR. F. WHITE: ) Let me make it clear,'Mt. Speaker,
right from the start that our concept of regional government
is somewhat similar to that envisioned by Mr. Alec Henley

in his study - to a point, of course. To a point, Mr.Speaker,
'our concept of regional government is similar to that.

- If you look at the city of St.John's
and you increase the city of St. John's to a point, if you
find out whether or not all the unorganized areas around
St. John's can finally get organized and then you set up
some kind of liason between the city of St. John's and all
the councils around the area and they fofm some kind of :
regional group, Mf. Speaker, as Mr. Henley suggested, but
not quite to the same extent as he suggested, you can have
a very sensible working regional council that does not have
to be elected be;ause all the people on it will have been
elected'iﬁ their own communities. Now that is Mr. Henley's
concept. The concept of this govérnment is to take part of
that and part of something else and throw it all together
in a mish~mash. So what we are dealing with, Mr. Speaker,
is a change completely from that recommended by Mr. Henley
iu.his study.

I have a brecad concept of what
regional government could do and I am in favour of that broad
concept of regioﬁal government as I see it myself. I am ngt
only in favour of it from a St. John's point of view or an
Avalon Peninsula point of view, but I am also in favour of
it for my own area, the Lewisporte area. There are a lot
of communities around LewiéporCe and some form of regional
government in that area, Mr. Speaker, would do wonders I am
sure, but not the kind of ﬁowerful government - .the government.
here today are setting up another body tha; is second only

in power to themselves. That is exactly what we are setting
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MR, F. WHITE: - up. It is controlled by
themselves,‘second only in power to themselves, has more
power than the city of St. John's, more power than the
city of Corner Brook will have, Mr. Speaker, and they are
expectiﬁg thi# to go through the~House.in a breeze because
all those guys over there simply sat around the table and
said, 'Now we have to put this piece of legislation through
this year because we are getting sick and tired of having to
in;orporate some of those other areas and so on.

So, Mr. Speaker, we can talk
over here about our broad view of regional government. And
during the next three or four days as various memBers speak
to the amendment that I have moved and then we get back on
the main motion again and then ig clause by clause study‘
‘we will demonstrate‘the changes we want made and we will
see the overall picture evolving hopefully then, Mr.Speaker,

if all the amendments that we make are adopted by the crowd

opposite.
MR. SIMMONS: No, not necessarily.
MR. F. WHITE: So all I am suggesting to you,

Mr. Speaker, is that we do not want = this‘is far too important
- i‘would sooner have‘stéyed in Lewisporte yesterday where

the weafher was nice and'gofgeous and I could have gone out

in boat or done anything, but I had to drive back into

St. John's again and I am quite prepared to stay here just

as long as everybody else. And hen. members'might be
interested to note that this morning at the caucus there

was only one oflour members mi;sing and that was the membef

for St. George's (Mrs. MclIsaac), and she will be in later on

in the week.

So, Mr. Speaker, our determination
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MR. WHITE: | is to try and get this
six month hoist to the bill that is before the House.
The government would be well advised to say, Look,
there is so much contrdversy with respect td this bill
we do not know how many of those areas that I talked-
about where taxes are going to go up in, we do not know
what they are going to go up, we do not know if 4
Conception Bay South are going to have to pay t&o or
Ithree hundred dollars from now on, those things have to
be dealtjwith, they have to be figured out on paper, .
they have to be presented to people in the area who
have. to know. But when. you are faced with a situation'
where Metro has élready established a precedent of six
mils, a property tax, two or three hundred dollars a
year for the people in them, then you are facing other
communities that are not -even incorpﬁrated; Mr. Speaker,
paying no money at all. Those are the issues that we have
to deal with here because there are people-in those
communities. It is not just a philosophical view of
members opposite of what regional.government should be
and 1ookin§ on thé map and pinpointihg it.

Down in Bauline and Middle
Cove and Quter Cove, have they no say? Have they no
rights left in this Province or are they just going to
be taken and flung into a bag with St. John's and Mount
Pearl and everybody else and treated with the same kind
.of taxation as everybody else are treated with? So
this is the problém, Mr. Speaker, that is why we are
agains the bill, we do not know enough about it. I was
out of the Housé, as I say, when the minister made his
speech and I came in fully expecting, Mr. Speaker, to see
exactly what kind of a tax base would be set up. The
recommendations of the Henley Commission, for example,
recommendations number 23 to 53; which are all based on

taxation, we do not know how many of those, how many
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MR. WHITE: formulae are going to be
employed. So this is the point we are making. I am
sure hon. members opposite must see the signifigance
" of looking at a community that has no council nowvand
looking at another one élose by that - not a council but
a town that comes under Metro Board, seeing what Metro
Board has'already done in those areas, knowing that much
of the same kind of philosophy and thinking that has gone
into Metro Board is going to go into regional government,
knowing thaﬁ regional govermment are not going to have a
-coméletely elected group on them, that five of the people
are'goiné to be appointed, that the chairman, the most
important person,is going to be appointed and can take all
the flack he wants on the phone. He ‘can say what he like
to the people because he does not have to go out to
- re-election. . So. we know all those things and knowing all
. those things, Mr. Speaker, one would hope’ that the
goﬁernment would see fit to adjourn this bill or let this
bill be amended to the extent I moved and let it go on to.
.the Fall session if there is going to be a Fall session
as has been suggested by the government. And during the
interim, Mr. Speaker, the next six months all kinds of
points could be‘made to Middle Cove, Oute: Cdve, Shoe Cove,
and all those places.
| I am sure the minister can go
visit those places and call a public meeting andEtéll them,
s&y, Look, here we are you have‘ho community council at
the moment, you have no regional district council at the.
‘momenf, you have no town council at the momeﬁt,'and you'
are not paying a cent of taxes, not a cent. Now a year
froﬁ now, after regional’governmen£ comes in you are going
to have to pay $200 a year, each of you out here. Each
of you are going to have to pay $200 a year. I think that
point should be made, Mr. Speakér, to the people in those

areas. The point should be made that their taxes are going
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MR. WHITE: to soar. Because if you
only look at the administration alone 6f this fifteen
man béard, with all the things that this bill talks
about, the staff they are going tp hire - they aireaay
have séventeen or eighteen right off the bat dealing
with the St. John's urban region.

| ' The water system: They have
about seventeen or eighteen: that have been transferred
Qver to Metro Board already from the Department of
" Municipal Affairs and Hodsing. So somebody is going to
have to pay those salaries, somebody is going to havé to
pay Mr. O'Déa;s salary. Do you tell me that youlare going
to pay it by gettihg'forty dollars a year from the people .
in Concebtiop Bay South? Or twenty-five dollars a year
from thé peopie in Flatrock? Or fifteen or sixteen
communities where they are not paying a cent right now?
No, Mr. Speaker, taxes are going to go up, the government
should .explain this to the people concerned that their
taxes ére‘going to soar sky high ana»thEn we would find
out what kind of flack there would be against this bill.
vBecause you are not hearing a ranting roaring public
opposed to the bill at the moment because it is just a
piece of legislation.' It is the powefs that are going
to come with that and six or eight or nine months.frﬁm
now when they start shouting out about this bill it will
be a bit too late. So that is why now, during this
debate, thé next couple of weeks people in all those
areas that we have talked about have to be made
abundantly clear on what they are getting themselves into
and what the government are forcing the people in those
areas into, Mr. Speaker. '

That is why we are opposed

to it. We are going to stay opposed to it. We are
going to speak on this.amendmeﬂt, Mr. Speaker, and I

hope that they do see some common sense on the other side
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MR. WHITE: . and say, Look, we are going

to hoist this bill for six months, let it die, bring

it back ih the_Fall. In the meantime, everybody

éaﬁ put their heads together and try to'change'some of

the damaging clauses in this partiéula: thing and we

will see how things will work out with respecﬁ to them.
Now, Mr, Speaker, the cost,

the money; the money aspects of it, and the member for

St. John's West (Dr. Kitéhen) dealt with this-when he

spoke,
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MR, WHITE: - the cost, the money aspects
have not been debated, have not been discussed.
The beputy Mayor of St.

John's, the other day, when he was talking about this
talked about forty parts of the bill, forty parts. One=
bthird of this bill deals directly with money and we are
not told how much money is going to be involved and we
are not told where the money i; going to come from, we
‘are not told what the £axati9n base is going to be in
ailvthose areas. We want to know and we have to know.

A - Mr. Speaker, it is just
about six o'clock so I will ;djourn the debﬁte untii

eight o'clock.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER(Young) : Shall we cal, it six o'clock?
Do we have leave of the House? ‘

MR. WHITE: C ‘ I was going to adjourn the
debate until eight o'clock, Mr. Speaker, because there is

only one minute left on the clock.

MR. HICKMAN: You should sit down.

. MR. WHITE: I did sit down.

MR. F.B.ROWE: " But he adjourned the debate.
Mﬁ. RIDEOUT: He said he adjourned.

MR. WHITE: - . Well, I .said I was going to

adjoﬁrn the debate. Not the House, the debate.

MR. HICKMAN: I do not know about calling
it six o;clock, my understanding was that the hon.
~gentleman just sat down and that the Chair had recognized
the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER(Young) : The Chair understood the hon.

gentleman adjourned the debate and called it six o'clock.

MR. HICKMAN: " Oh, T see.
MR. SPEAKER(Young) : I now leave the Chair until

eight o'clock.
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The House resumed at 8:00np.m.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
The hon. the member for-

Lewisporte.

MR. WHITE: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMONS: - Here we go!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:. Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS: . How is that, eh?

MR. WHITE: - ‘ : ' Mr. Speaker, as I was saying

before I was so rudely interrupted, our position on
regional government is very clear. We are for and in
favour and totally - we totally go along, Mr. Speaker,

with the idea of regional government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear!

MR. WHITE: We totally go along with that

one.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. WHITE:. - i We are absolutely - we are totally -
MR. SIMMONS: Hold on now,'Luke’. v

MR. SPEAKER: ' If the hon. member would allow

me to interrupt him for a moment,I would like to welcome
on behalf of hon. members Mayor William Tucker of St.
Phillips who is in the gallery.

The hon. gentleman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. - WHITE: Mr. Speaker, I am glad to see

Mayor Tucker -in the galleryl_ I do not have his comments
in. front of me but I did see them, I think, in The Morhing -
News. I think he,along with .everybody else that have
spokén in this debate so far, and I refer to Government
members opposite and Oppositionvmembers on this side, would
1ike to see ‘some amendments to bill 50, some changes to

"bill 50. It is all agreed, Mr. Speaker. It is all agreed.

11602
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MR. WHITE: . It is agreed by us over here,
it is agreed by members of the Opposition frém st.

John's, they have stated quite clearly in this debate,
Mr. Speaker, quite clearly, that they want some changes,
they want some ammendments and. they do not want this bill
to éo through like it is.

‘ The member for St. John's

South (Dr. Collins), Mr. Speaker, showed that this
‘afternoon quite clearly and demonstrated quite well his
colleagues' opinions that there should be some changes
during the third reading of this bill and for that reason
we say, Mr. Speaker - and for othe; reasons as well - that
this bill should get a six—-month hoist, as we have moved,
that the bill should be deferred for six months until the
Fall when it can be dealt with properly and give every~
body a chance to have a look at it once again.

MR. NEARY: "' You do not think there is
going to be a Fall session, surely -
'MR. WHITE: oh, I think there is going to
be a Fall session and this bill will.come up in the Fall, really!
MR. NEARY: ' Unless we are going to keep the

House open until Fall.

MR. SIMMONS: That is how we are going to do it.
MR. WHITE: : Sure! Sure I take the Premier

at his word, sure! Of course.

MR. SIMMONS:. . Somebody should, nobody else”
has yet. Somebody might as well take him at his word.

MR. WHITE: So, Mr. Speaker,’clearly during
the rest of this debate, if the government are determined
to push this'through between;now and September,lif they are
determined. to push this through we want to khow how much
taxes are going. to go up in all the areas; we Qant to know,
Mr. Speaker, how the individuals afe-going.to be troubled
by this; how the families are going to be troubled by this,

Mr. Speaker; how the groups and the councils, how everybody
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MR. WHITE: . . is going to be affected by
bill 50. It is a very serious piece of legislation,
Mr. Speaker.

In one way this afternoon,
Mr. Speaker, I likened this to-back in 1948-49 when we
were deciding to join Canada or not and it all depended
on,at that stage, how much we were going to get out of
it and how much we were going to put into it in terms
of taxes. It is the same with regional government, it
is the second most powerful government in this Provincei
that we are establishing, Mr. Speaker, .the second most
powerful group.and we should give this very, very serious
consideration. It is not a matter, Mr. Speaker, that
can be pushed through in a week or so, a bill, a major
bill brought in, a bill with 149 clauses, Mr. Speaker,
brought in at the last minute before the House closed,
the very last minute. We were All ready, Mr. Speaker, to
run back to our districts for the Summer and at the last
minute,in she comes. '
MR. MURPHY: ‘ Four weeks ago.
MR. WHITE: In she comes, Mr. Speaker,
fifty-six pages. Up goes the taxes as soon as this goes
through, demonstrated this afternoon, Mr. Speaker, eight
times as much. Eight times as much and ‘in some communities
the taxes can bé expected to go up - and that is only in
line, Mr. Speaker, that is only in line, that is only -on
a par, that is only on an average of what the Metro
Bqard and its Chairman, Mr. O'bea, havé already
established. They have already estabiished the six mils
property tax, and they have esfablished that, Mr. Speaker,
ip-New Town, they have established that in Kilbride so
the people of St. Phillips, Mr. Speaker - and I do not
know, I will check and see. St. Phillipé'has no tax base
estﬁblished, they are a new céunci;'— they can_Be expected

to pay a minimum of $200 a year,as established by the Metro
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MR. WHITE: " Board, before this regional
government is one year old.- That would be my |
estimation, my prediction, Mr. Speaker. At least $200

a year for evéry"iaxable'inqgmé:inaiﬁidu§; in

St. Phillips during that period of time. I .do not know
what the tax - I suppose $600 a year, if they are
makingﬂthat much, thei will have to.pay. Or, if it is
based totally on property tax I am .sure there are some
beautiful homes, Mr. Speaker, in St. Phillips, Portugal -
Cove and'those other communitieé,,beautiful homes. that -
would at least be estimated to be $40,000 or>$50,000 a
year, ahd on an average of a $30,000 or $35,000 home,
based on the property tax across the bcard, .as we asSﬁme
Metro Board will do to maintain the consistency of all
communities within its region, then Ehey can be(expected
to be gaying~$200~an6—$300fa“year\in~a~very“short—period
of timeT »
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MR. F. WHITE: ' expected = to be paying $200 and $300
- a year in a very short period of time., So, Mr., Speaker, those are

the main points that we want to make on this regional government
legislation,. this bill,the Northeast Avalon urbaé region. We think

the government will have second thouéhcs. The‘Government of. Ontario,
Mr. Speaker, had second thoughts about regional government.In at least
two individuals places they withdrew the bills after considerable
’opposicion_from the NDP and the. Liberal Party in Ontario. They
wichdrew the bills. And, Mr. Speaker, this year Toronto regional

is celeﬁrating twenty-five years as a reglonal council, Andthe first
Chairman of that council, Mr. Speaker, Fred Gardner, anet‘twenty¥five
years and I will qﬁote what he sald after that period of time ,
"Ironically,having convinced almost all his opponents Gardner today

has switched sides. 'It was great a. thing for its timehe s;ys;but
now the whole clucter.}kbé»amalgamQCed into one.cicy under one council, -
the whole area is Toronto. Everyone looks at it that way and it is

just silly to leave 1t divided into six different municipalities.”

Now he is talking about,after twenty-five yearsyhaving second thoughts
about it and the whole thing going througﬁ there.

' St. John's should not,the largest city in

_this Province should not be allowed to stagnate and all of a sudden

come to a complete stopybecause that is what is happening. It should
not be allowed to happen and no government should iét it happen. The
major capital city,the oldest city in North America coming. to a

complete stop, bango: With-one.bill_before the legislature of this

House and that is exactly what is happening, Mr. Speaker. That is
exactly what is taking pl'acé. We will ‘t:ake on this bill. We will fight
the \bill and we will see that this bill is not passed during the present
session of the House and I would urge members to support the amendment
wﬁich I have made which gives‘a six month breathing spell to the government,
Mr. Speaker, and a chance to'bting in a décent bill to the House.

Thank you Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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HR..SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing. v

MR. DINN:V Mr. Speaker, what we havé on display
today is another sign of dictatorship, What 1s being put forth as

an argument,by the hon. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White) specifically,
is that all.the people surrounding St. John's even though: they haQe_
indicated by petition, theircouncils have indicated, they have
indicated by letter, cﬁey have indicated in every way, shape and

form that. they do not want to become part of St. John's, tﬁéf hon.
member for Lewisporte says{lﬁo:gécabout that. Throwthem in there

anyway because that is what they should have."

MR. MOﬁCAN;.jLI}A Thgc is exhctly what he said today.
MR. DINN: That 1is what we want.. We want to go back

to twenty-five more years.of dictatorship. Well, Mr. Speaker, we are
not going to wilt to that kind of thinking. That kind of thinking is

gone, the people voted it out and they will never accept it again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: - Hear, hear!
MR. DINN: They will never accept it again, Mr.

Speaker. Now let-us have a look at this tax scare, this:itax scare

that the hon. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White) and thé hon. member for
St. John's Wesf {Dr. Kitchen) and several other hon. vmembers opposite,
the tax scare that ﬁhey are trying, they are attempting to shove down
the' people's throat., I havé here, Mr. Speaker, - let'me explain me what
we are goimg to have when we have regional government. What we.are going
to havé is we are going to have Metro Board.expanded to a point where
two-thirds of that appointad council is going to be elected. Now are

. we against that?

SOIE HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. DINN: Yes, we are against that on the Opposition

side. They stand up and they say we are against that,ve do not want elected
people we want the Metro Board, we want to stay as we are, ¥e do not

want this shoved down people's throat.

MR. TLIGHT: A Who said that?
MR. MORGAN: . The Opposition said it.
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MR. DINN: ' ’ That is exactly what the Opposition has
said. They do not wantbregional government, they want Metro Board that
isvwh;; they want to stay with for another six months or another year
and a half or another two years. "We want :hat}appointed body." Well
we know where that thinking startea. The hon.‘member'for Conception

| Bay South (Mr; Nolan) is not here right now.but we got regional,

_government in 1971, Mr, Speaker, in this Province in Concevtion Bay

South,
MR. SIMMONS:: : Do you want your rattle now?
MR. DINN: The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir

(Mr; Simmons) should observe the ruleé of ;he Howge and listen for a
change instead of interrupting and breaking the rules of the House, the
rules that are §ontinually broken in this House of Assembly, Mr. Speaker,
I ask for the protectioﬂ of the Chair. The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay

d' Espoir should be quiet while I am speaking or he should be 3iven the place.

MR. SIMMONS: . Do you want your rattle?
MR. SPEAKER: v Order, please!

Every hon. member has the rightvto speak
wiéhout interruption. The hon. gentleman has required its observance
and hon. members should comply therewith.
MR, DINN: ) ' Now, -Mr. Speaker, in my opening remarks,hon.
members opposite whether they realize it or not I covered just about every
section of-the bill that is not contained #n a Local Covernment Act,2,4,5,
6,7,9,12,15,21. I will go through , Mr. Speaker, what is contained
iﬁ the Loecal Government»Act,-what every .council in Newfoundland is operating
under today and what Metro Board is opérating under, The Local Government
v Act. ‘local improvement district operates as a.town couﬁcil under the Local

Government Act. Section 16 exactly the
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MR. DINN: v same as Section 13 in the
Local Govermment Act. There is absolutely no difference.
Hon. members opposite may want to cross reference. They
may want to check my notes after and cross reference.
I will go through the different sections,becduse I have
- covered in my opening remarks on the bill, I will cover
on this amendment what sections of thevRegional Government"
Bill are contained within the Local Government Act.
Sections 16, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, Section 17,
38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, and
53.Itmay be getting a little bofing, Mr. Speaker, but the
fact of the matter is that 50 per cent of Bill No. 50 ;s
already contained within the Local Govermnment Act, is
already the Act under which the ﬁotally appointed board
calledvﬂetro Board is operating now. Sections 55 and 56,
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 77, 78,
79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 98 to 109
inclusive, 113, 114, 115, 120, 122, 123, 124, all the Act
under which Metro Board operates now. What is the difference
going to be? The difference is we are going to eiéct
two-thirds. This terrible government is going to elect
two-thirds of a regional council that will have the powers
of Hetro Board and that will have the power to operate a
regional system so that we do. not have the bickgring
between St. John's and Mount Pearl,.so that wé do not have
the bickering between. St. John's and Conception Bay South.
That is what we are trying to prevent. We are frying to
get these communities to come together and work together
so that we will have a regianﬁhere we can work togéther
and provide the services for our people that.we should be
providing.
I was a little bit disappointed in
the hom. the membér for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen)

because ‘he got up in the House of Assembly and misled the
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MR. DINN: people of this area. I do not
know if it was deliberate. I would say it was'not,

because I think the hon. man is a gentleman.

AN HON. MEMBER: - He did not say deliberate.
"MR. DINN: I did not say 'deliberately

misled', Mr. Speaker. I do not think it was deliberate.

I think because the people on the opposite si@e are -
opposing Bill No. 50, the hon. member got up, had to
oppose.and pick on»taxation; The fact of the matter 1is,
continuing on, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132,

133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 145, 146, 144, 141 and 142,
all of these, Mr. Speaker, are those items that are in

the Local Government Act. The differences between Bill

No. 50, the regional council and the Local Government,

and whaﬁ we have now, Metro Board under the Local Govermment
Act, there are.several: Number one, we could have as a
governmeng, and we have, signed an agreément to pass the
regional water system over to Metro Board. We do not need
Bill No. 50 to do that. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council
has the power to do that and did it. It is done. We do
not need Bill No. 50 for that. The Metro Board will have
the power to operate, manage and maintain that regional
water system. We do not need Bill No. 50 for that,

Mr. Speaker.
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MR. DINN: _fhe Metro Board right now is

appointed., We need Bill 50 to changé that. We need Bill 50

so that.we can have tﬁo-thirds elected, so that we can have

a representative grﬁup of people, six from the outside of

the city of St. John's, and four from within. It would have

been six gnd four the other way around but it is six outside

and four wiéhin because we have not expanded the city, because

we, Mr. Speaker, do nof'believe.in dictatorship. We believe

that the people should decide and the people have decided and

the people have spoken loudly and clearly that they do not want

to become part of the city of St. John's. I believe, Mr. Speaker,

that the people shouldvbecome - the expanded city éhould'come.

But I do not believe that you can force that upon the people of

this region. Thgt is not %bat government is all about. Gove;nment's

responsibility is to provide service and Mr. Speaker, this government

from 1972 and onwards, from the start of the regionmal plan, from the

start of the Proctor and Redfern study, from when Mr. Henley went

about finding out how we were ?o provide sefvice; this government

took its respomsibility And took it not by words but with action.
First of all they said, "We cannot

wait for Mr. Henley to finish. The city of St. John's will run

short of water unless we take action." And, Mr. Speaker, it is

a lucky thing that we did. Ve were short'in '76 and shgrt in '77,

vand in Séptember of '77 this government could say to the people

of St. John's, "You will not be short of water for another fifty

years."
MR, NEARY: . Thanks to Ottawa.
MR. DINN: I am not one not to give credit

where credit is due.

“P. MEARY: You did not mention it.
MR, DINN: I mentioned it when L opeﬁed my

remaris, ilr. Speaker, and I mentioned it many times when I was
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R. DINN: on TV or radio or when I spoke in
public. I spoke to the Rotary Club a week ago, at that meeting
I explained regional government to that group and explained
exactly what ha# happened.since 1972.

Now, Mr. Speaker, yes,we got

some assistance through‘DREE.

MR. NEARY: ' How much?
" PREMIER MOORES: We got .in on request, .
MR.‘DINN: On request.
‘ MR. NEARY: " How much?
MR. DINN: . And we would never have gotten it

if we.had not made the request, or if we had not made the

pitch for St. John's., We made the request, Mr. Speaker -

. SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR, DINN: . ~ and, Mr. Speaker, that request

was based on - it was not based on a whim. We did not go to
Ottawa and say, "We need some more money for water for St., John's

or for sewer."

We went up and we had it well documented. We had
a Proctor and Redfarn report which said, "In five years time you
will be out of water in the'City of St. John's, in our capital city."

"And that was documented, the evidence was presented and Ottawa,

yes, Ottawa came through with some $25 million.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: : As they should.
MR. DINN: As they should. As they darn well

- should, = asthe hon., member for Grand Falls (¥r. J. Lundrigan)
pointed out. 'If we got our just desserts under the terms of
union, Term 29,we would have $35 million this year and every
year, Mr. Speaker. So Ottawa recognized theif-responsibility,
as we recognized our: responsibility. And this government was
not hesitant when the time came for $8.3 million-fof the
regional water sistem and we came here to this House of Assembly,
and the House of Assembly approved it. And the hon. member was

in the House of Assembly when the House of Assembly approved. it.
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Mr. Speaker, they have not discussed, the hon. members opposite

have not discussed - I went through some |
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Mr. Dinn: $60 million this year in Municipal Affairs and
Housinggin municipal affairs alone: $51 million, and the hon.
members opposite never went through one item, and that is what the
problem is in this Province.

© SOMEHON: 'MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

‘MR. DINN: They did not get up and say, Let us go-

through=itembby,item: They got up and made' their big political

speeches and that is what they are doing now. They are, Mr, Speaker,

. attempting, whether knowingly or unknowingly- and if it is unknowingly"
they should be ashamed of themse]ves-.kndwlingiy or unknowingly are
attempting to frighten the people of this region because this government
took it upon themselves to.ido something for the people of the City of
St. John's. And that will be noted, Mr. Speaker. There. is a time

~and place when that will come back to haunt hon. members opposite.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what is this going to cost
the people in the region? Well,first of all.it is not going to cost
the people of Airport'Heights anything,I can guarantee that, that
the people of Airport Heights will not get water.and sewer until they
decide that they want it. The people éf Conception Bay South from .this
day forth will not have a backhoe go.into-Cohception Béy-South until
"I see an indication that 80:per cent of the people want it.  We have
the.money:betause we think they need it,- but. they will not get
$2 million this year for water and sewer until they -answer ﬁy request.
And I ‘had the Codncij'in my office some five or six months ‘ago, Mr.
Speaker, and I said to them, "You find out what the people want, and
if they want water and seﬁer I will do everything in my power to get
it for them." - And, Mr.. Speaker, I live up to that commitment. = I
will still. That is no thréatz- That is the way it should happen.
That is the way it happened in Bay'devVerde. Bay de Verde were
asked,"Circulate a petition to your people and find out do they
want water and sewer. ‘Send that petition in. . Let us know if you will

"hook up."

MR. CANNING: - How about Lewin's Cove?
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MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, Lewin's Cove, and Lewin's
Cove did not get -back, Mr. Speaker. Rushoon did get back,

Mr. Speaker. And the hon. member who is now -

MR. CANNING: Are you going off track?
MR. DINN: - the hon. member who is now interrupting

apparently does not know what is going on in his district.  Because

I knowsand I know.what I have received and have not réceived, énd if
the hon. member wants to interrupt,I do not mind if he interrupts, Mr.
Speaker, if that hon. member wants to int\err‘upt I am quite capable: of"
handling any hon. member on the opposite side if they want to interrupt.

But I would suggest -

~ SOME_HON. MEMBERS: O, oh!
'SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!’
MR. DINN: ‘ I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that they wait

a little while and they will hear a little bit about Bil11 50. That is

what we are attempting to discuss here in the House of Assembly.

AN _HON. MEMBER: We have heard nothing so far.
MR. DINN: Metro Board, Mr. Speaker. What will happen?

Metro Board.

MR. F. ROWE: It is gone out.

MR. DINN: | If the regional council never sees the Tight

of day, Metro Board will operate in this region. If the regional council
does not see the light of .day, if it does not,this side of the House will
get fifteen seats , if-it does see the 1ight of -day it will still get
fifteen seats becauée they were against regional government. - They .

were against Bi1l 50.  But, Mr. Speaker, the hon. members -opposite —

MR._NEARY: We will get the whole Province.
MR.'DINN:' . Mr. Speaker, let us go through the Metro Board

because I do not like to speak about what will -happen. I know what
’happened‘1ast year. - I got all of the figures here about what happened
last year. I got the audited»stétements_for Metro Board. They have

a proposed budget in, the budget was approved, it looks like a good
budget tg me, Mr. Speaker. Last year the budget was approved ahd

1 have the financial statements. ‘And I have here, Mr. Speaker, the scare
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MR. DINN: ' - tactics that were throwh across this House of

Assembly are something less- than - we haye here, Mr. Speaker, -

MR. F. ROWE: . Are you going to. table the report?:
MR. LUNDRIGAN: . That is not your style now.
MR. DINN: _ - liabilities and balance of fund with respect

‘to assets and liabilities, withirespect to Metro Board, the 31st. of
Decembef; 1977. The people in the region are-going to have tb pay all
of ‘the debts of Metro Board, all of the>debts, all of the accumulated
debts of Metro Board, and what happened last year? Accumulated surplus,
$248,000. They started out, Mr. Speaker, with a balanced budget. They
started out with a balanced budget.‘ The -people in Newtown, Mr. Speaker,

the hon. member who is-not in his place and who is interrupting from the:

wings -
MR. LUNDRIGAN: We have got the .dope on him.
MR. DINN: - and had his - and we have the dope on the hon.

member, do we? '
MR. LUNDRIGAN: Right. You need not have to worry about that.
MR. DINN: . Mr. Speaker, the hon. member who was interrupting

‘from the wings talks about Newtown, who. voted. to. stay with Metro Board.

MR. F. WHITE: How did Mount Peari?
MR. DINN: - " They voted to stay with Metro Board.

MR. WHITE: What was their option?
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“MR. DINN: Now, Mr. Speaker, the accumulated
surplus is $248,395 and I do not have the cents there but
we will not quibble about the few cents. It is not here

in cents.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. DINN: And, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member

for Lewisporte (Mr. F. White), if we gét regional government
he predicts right now, he said-this afternoén that we were
going tq have all these taxes, But next year we wére going-
to have double the -accumulated surplus. Well, I would

make a prediction like that, because we have, Mr. Speaker,
probably oneiof the greatest local improvement districts

in Newféundland, and as a town council it cannot be mastered.
They are one of the biggest and best town councils, local
improvement districts.on this Island today.

MR. F. WHITE: You should have spént the money
for services, not have a surplus,

MR. LUNDRIGAN:. You would have been better off

if you had kept quiet.

MR. DINN: Now the hon. member opposite who
has not read Bill No. 50 - if he has, he does not understand

it; and if he has and does understand it has misled the

people because, Mr. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: Unwittingly.

MR. DINN: Unwittingly.

"MR. LUNDRIGAN: Half unwittingly.

MR. DINN: : I did not say that, Mr. Speaker.

It was some other member.

AN HON. MEMBER: Half unwittingly.

“MR. DINN: If there was a wit over there

he would be half of it, I agree.

- MR. LUNDRIGAN: . That is right.
- MR. DINN: ilr. Speaker, I would like to go

through some of the comments made by hon. members opposite
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-MR. DINN: with respegt to Bill Wo. 50.

The hon. member for Trinity - Bay de Verde (Mr. F. Rowe)
stood up in this House of Assemb;y and spoke for forty-
five minutes’.parroted one or two itéms by the Leader

of the Opposition and then spent forty-five minutes being
totally irrelevant to the debate. pr, Mr. Speaker, these
are not my words, these are the words of .the press:

The Daily News had it reported on the House of Assembly

the next morning, and they said the hon. the member for
Bay de Verde spoke for forty-five minutes and he was
totally irrelevant to -the debate. ¥ow, Mr. Speaker,

I am not going to make excuses for the hon. member.

If he was irrelevant thaf 1s fine but I did sit in this

House of Assembly and I concur 100 per cent with that

article in The Daily News. I do not often agree - I do

have some disagreements with The Daily News - but I sat

here while the hon. member was speaking in the debate and

I concur 100 per cent with what The Daily News reported

the next morning.

MR. DINN: ' The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition took great pains in going through many items

in the bill,  many items. 'Theé powers in this bill would
scare you to death!' he said. Well, Mr. Speaker, he covered
several sections. I wrote down onevor two of them,
'Expropriation,' he said, 'they can walk into a person's
house unannounced. Whenever they want to they can take a

persoun's house.'

MR. FLIGHT: . 'Dinn' can not find his house (inaudible).
MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, that was taking

everything in that bill with respect to expropriation of
privafe individualsf'ptoperty, every item - and I challenge
hon. mémbers opposite to name one section of that bill

where it involves expropriation of private property that
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MR. DiNN: o is not contained today in the
Local Government Act. There are 310 nmunicipalities in.
Newfoundland today, Mr. Speaker, from Rose Blanche to
" St. Anthony to Wain to St. Jolin's to Corner Brook. '
_Every council in Newfoundland today has all the
expropriation. provisions in~thé_Loc§l Government Act

as they do have here in this Bill No. 50. So, ﬁr;SPeéker,
we are going to take theilr houses and we can sell them

to anybody else after.
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AR. DINN: Hr. Speakerythere may be some changes required
in 5ill 50 out that is not one of tne changes. If you want to run a water
and sewer system in your community and there is.one house preventing you
from serving your whole community,you have to have expropriatiom provision.
That is in the local goverﬁment act and siould be there and it is in the
City of St. Johmn's Act, the City of Cornmer Brook Act and all the rest of
thém, ilr. Speaker.. If your are going to change them and we are right now

looking at -

HR. CALLAN: ' Are you. going to proviﬁe watér and sewer?
iR. DINN: - : Mr. Speaker, there is the hon. member from

Come By Chance interrupting agaia.

MR. SPEAKER: Order,please!
R, DINN: " Does the hon. member want to ask a question?

If ne does not, Mr, Speaker, I'request that there He a little silence while
I finish my few remarks.
R, SPEAKER: Order,pleasel- On both sides of the House
" hon. members I am sure will give the hon. minister his-due and remain
silent while he speaks..
The hon. minister.
iR. DINN: Now, ir. Speaker, we will gc through a
couple of other questions by hon. gentlemen opposite. The member for Windsor-
Bu;hans.(Mr.Flight) stood in tie House and he said that he did not know

anytiing about this bill'but I have to speak anyway.'

3CME HON, MEMBERS: dear, near!
MR, DIWN: ’ That is what the hon. member said, ir.

Speaker.. After speaking for thirty minutes in this House he said that he
did not know anything about this bill'but I have to speak anyway. The hon.

mnember for Windsor Buchans (Mr.Flight).

MR.W,CARTER:_ ) Spreading Newfie jokes.
MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I was hoping that none of

the parliamentarians who were here last week overheard or heard that

kind of a thing.

(R, FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker.
HR. SPEARES: Order,please! A point of order has
come up.
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R, FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I do mind the hon. minister
quoting me but I am sure that I have a right in this House to be quoted.
properly, Sir. I did not say that I know nothing about the bill. I did
say tnat regional government is not very important to me, it 1s not very
important to my constituency and that is about it. I did not éay thag

I know nothing about the bill and the minister should withdraw that
because .he is misleading tﬁe House. And if he does not I will request that
we get Hansard. He is deliberately misquoting me and he is not allowed to &o
that ,Sir,under the rules as I understand them and if he insists I will insist
that we bring»Hansafd in the House and determine that he is indeed deliberately
misleading the House.
ﬁR. SPEAKER: Order,please! I do not think the Chair
can rule on this point. It is a question of what was said and what was not
said. When the documentary evidence comes to hand,if a point of order
needs to be raised it could be raised at that time.

The hon. miaister.

HR. DINN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Whgn the documentary
evidence does come into this ilouse the hon. member will probably have to
eat it.

MR, FLIGHT: Before this is gll over you will be eating worse!

MR, NFARY : You will all be eating the same thing.
MR. LUNDRIGAN: You did not say that,did you, 'Graham?'
MR. DINN: ' Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader of the

Opposition made a great point out of the fact that the Chairman would be
all pbwerful. Well, Mr, Speaker, we know where he gets his idea from there.
de was in a Cabinet where thé chairman was all powerful but that is not

the case with Regional Governﬁent, Mr. Speaker. With Regional Covernment
the chairman under normal circumstances brings in the topics we are going
to cover today and then we vote on them.and we nave tc have a majoritf vote
for anytning to carry. That was not the way the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition saw it.Dut, lir. Speaker, we can understand why ue did not see it

becauseyas I have already statedyhe was in a Cabinet - where tnat did not
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*R. DINN: quité work. lir. Speaker, how much is it
going to cost? We have rightvggwiﬂétrb‘Board and Metro Board taxes the

in serviced areas only. So, Mr.'Speaker, we will havé exactly the saume

as we have with ﬁetto Board on the regional council. dow we have something
elsa. Wg have a regional water system and whether Metro Board stays or

tue regional council comes in somebody will have to éay for the operation
and maiﬁtenance of the regional system,the regional water system. YI nave
looked at to this point'in time, from last‘Sep:ember to no&, nine months,
all of the readings for St. John's, Hount Pearl, etc. and the determination

rate at this very moment
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MR. DINN:

is.abouc twenty-five cents per thousand gallons of water that
this disgraceful regional‘council'will bring. - Well, Mr. Speaker,
whether regional council comes or Metro Board stays that will
still be the charge. Somebody will pay for the operation and
maintenance. We do not believe that the people of Conception
Bay South should have to pay for that system from Bay Bulls

.

Big Pond to Conception Bay South. We do not believe that

is fair.
DR. KITCHEN: ) St. John's will pay for it.
MR. DINN: We do not believe that St. John's

should pay for that water system from Bay Bulls to ﬁundy Pond
reservoir. We do not believe that is fair. We believe that
there is a fair way of doing it. How much water do you need out
of this system? You can take it or you can leave it. But if
you need water you have to pay for the operation and maintenance
of that regional system. And right now, after about nine months
of data, that 1is twenty-five cents per thousand gallons. It is

not the same as the city of St. John's is charging Wedgewood Park.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: : iow much is that?
. DINN: That is sixty cents per thousand gallons.

It i{s not the same as the city of St. John's is charging EZast ileadows
right now.

MR. LUNDRIéAN: . : How much is that?

MR. DIMN: . _ That is sixty cents per thousand gallons.
We think, Mr. Speaker, that if we worked together in tgis region, if
‘we worked together in this region we can do it cheaper than that.
That will be aocumented whether regional government comes or not.

We think that we can do it for twenty-five cents per thousand

gallons and we can do that because we have é $35 million system

that we have that this éovernment put there, that the previous
administration did not recognize, that they should have planned for

and did.not, we have a $35 million water system and whether regional
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MR. DINN: government comes or not the people
of St. John's will water their lawns, drink water and do their
wash and we will have either Yetro Board, which is not elected,
or we will have reéional government, where we will have two-

thirds clected, .and that is what the hon. members opposite are

against.
AN. HON. MEMBER: That is right.
MR, DINN: The first regional government,

Mr. Speaker, set up in this Province, the first regional one
was Conception Bay South because it gafhered together some

- eight communities and joined all these communities. together
and. they called it a local improvement district, and they
appointed a chairman and seven councillors, #nd they ruled
the roost and that was done by a former Minister of

Municipal Affairs and Housing,

MR. SDMONS: I know all about him.
MR. DINN: Now the hon. member for Burgeo -

Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) should not talk about the former
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Mr. Smallwood.

That is who brought in the Local Improvement‘District in

7

Conception Bay South. That was donme in 1971. Well in 1972 -

MR. WHITE: . Things were different in those davs.
MR. LUNDRIGAN: . We have the dope on you fellows.
MR. DINN: - and we talked} about changing -
MR. LUNDRIGAN: You had better cool her out.

MR. DINN: . Mr.. Speaker. -

MR. LUNDRIGAN: We have 'the dope on you guys.

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please!

MR. LUNDRIGAN: - You fellows had better cool her out
a little bit.

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! Order, please!
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MR. SPEAKFR: = Order,'ﬁlease!

MR. NEARY: There you go! Trying to dig up something!
MR, LUNDRIGAN: o You had betﬁer cool her out a little
bie. | |

MR. SPEAKER (DR. CQLLINS): Order, please! Order, please!
Interjections from both sides are ~
tending to- interfere with the procedure.
MR, DINN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker; for your
protection.A
Mr. Speaker, in 1971, as I say,
‘the first regional government was set up 1nrthe St. John's
urban region and that was Conception Béy South. It involved
eight or nine communities, It ﬁas set up by a former Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the former premier of this
Province, Mr. Smallwood. And the hon. member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) should not make disparaging remarks
with respect that we know all about that.
There is nothing wrong with that,
Mr. Speaker, That was what was required at the time,I.believe.
But in 1972 we thought there should te a change and in
Conception Bay South, Conception Bay South was set up on a ward
basis and we elected all of the councils of Conception Bay South.
Now that is what the hon. members‘
opposite are really against. I have gone throush Bill 50, I have
cévered all the points where the regional council-is different
from the Local Government Act._ Taere was not a member opposite
that got up and said anythine really against any of thecse
proQisions. Ever the hon. member for St. Joan's West (Dr. Kitchen),
the hon. member for St. John's West attempted to scare the éeople
on taxation.
The fact of the matter is,
Mr. Speaker, that I am going to try to in four or five minutes just

outline to the-
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MR. DINN: - ‘ hon. member for St. John's West,
because he is obviously not aware, he could have come down to
my office and asked for the information. He could héve spoke
to me since he got elected.. But he did not come down and he
did not discuss the regional government concept, even though
3111 101.was in this House last year. But.the fact of t:he.
matter is that what. we are going to have with respect fo
taxation, that will not be near '$200,'véi'11 not touch
$200. And I will cover the comuﬂities, Mr. Speaker, if I -
am permitted.

Pouch Cove will not pay a cent
towards the regional government because they will néve.r get

regional water, _Théy have their own water system.

MR. WHITE: Are you going to write that in
the bill?

© MR, DINN: There j.s no need to write it in
the bill, because Metro Board has control over only the un-
incorporated areas and we know, we know, we have facts to prove
that the water system in Pouch Cove is their own water system.
It is in their own ___watg_rshed.anld they get water from that, never
get it from the regidnal council and therefore will not have to
pay regional water.

MR. WHITE: - You are not guaranteeing to
.serve the people and not charge them taxes?

MR. DINiI: _ I am absolutely guaranteeing that
100 per cent.

MR, WHITE: ‘What about the service fee?

MR. DINN: : Now, Mr. Speaker, let us talk about
Flatrock. . |

'MR. WHITE: The seérvice fee n_rill stay the same.
MR. DINN: The service fee in Pouch Cove will

not be affected by the regional government. It will not be
affected by the regional government -at all.

MK. SIMMONS: Could we have that in writing?

s
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MR. DINN: I would not touch the hon. member
for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) with a ten.foot pole,

let alone give him something in writing..

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. WOODROW: ' T A barge pole.
MR. DINN: A barge pole. Yes.

Mr. Speaker, Flatrock. Flatrock
wili not gét the regional water system. They will never be
connected to the regional water system. If-the hon. members
knew anything about the plans that were made by Proctor and‘
Redfern, that were done by Canadian and ﬁ;itish consuitants,
that were done by Newfoundland Design Associates for this
region they would know, and those plans are available in my
office and any hon. member who is interested could have come
dovm to my office and asked for them, Flatrock will never be

connected to the regional system.

MR. NEARY: Who elected Proctor and Redfern?
MR. DINN: Proctor and Redfern were not

elected. They were appointed to have a look at, to study this
region. It was studied in 1957, These problems were idenﬁified in

1957 and nothing happened from '57 up until 1972,

° MR. MORGAN: That is right. Ignore it.
PREMIER !OORES: They were originally appointed when

the hon. member was President of the PC Party.
MR. DINN: ' Yesy that is right. They were originally
appointed when the hon. member was President of the PC Party. He
got the royal order of the boot. It is the only one in history,
I believe. He is the only person in history.
Anyway,.Mr. Speaker, I am attempting
to deal with Bill 50 here. The people of Flatrock will not be
connected to the regional system so therefore-thef will not pay

- regional water rates. They will not pay a regional user fee. They

- will not have to pay the twenty-five cents per thousand. And,by the
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MR, DiNN: * way, it 1s anticpated that as
the water usage-goes'up, and the staff is not increased, that the
user rate will go down. '

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have dealt with
the Leader of the Opposition. »
MR, LUNDRIGAN: ' 'He is in a bad mood tonight,
MR. DINN: The Leadef of the Opposition
was totally against number 38 in B;ll 50, they call it B{ill C50,
but it is B1ll 50. He was against 58ywhich dealt vith |
plebescites. He did not think tﬁat we should have plebescites
apparently. But we wili have plebesciées, Mr. Speaker. We are
going to have a plebescite in a lot of.areas becausé we want to

find out what the wishes of the people are and then we will -

MR. MORGAN: They are against that.
MR. DINN: : That is right. The Opposition is

against this. They agree that we should set up a local improvement
district, shove it down their throat agd then when they are

gagged and they have no choice then we will see 1if we will do
something about it. We are going to have some plebescites

in the region, Mr. Speaker, and we do not apologize for having
plebescites and we hope that the people will opt for getting the

service that we have available to them if they want it.

MP. STMMONS: All free, no problem.
MR, DINN: i . Now, Mr. Speaker, we had a great

disseftacion from the hon. member for EaglerRiver (Mr. Strachan)
on regional governmént.' He obviously is an expert on the
Northeast Avalon urban regioq. He threw across the liouse of
Assembly the fact that Metro Board owed all this money and the
people in the region would have to ralse taxes to pay it éff.

I even triéd to interject. I said, "Does the hon. member want
to'know the truth?" He sald, "No. The hon. member,'" he said,

111 have time to explain': - after thevy put out the poison, after the .

poison
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Mr.‘Dinn: was put out there and he got reported in the press,
I get an opportunity two or three days later to rebuff it; it may be
too late to get this acress. I do not know if the press will print
the fact that Metro Board has a sgrplus last year on account of

$248,000, I do not know if the nress will print that.

MR. SIMMONS: Is that so special?

‘MR. DINN; Yes, we are talking about a surplus of $248,000.
_ MR. SIMMONS:  But it has liabilities. | ‘

‘MR. DINN: _ Certainly it does. Oh, yes, it has.

liabilities. It will continue to have liabilities.

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, but the assets (inaudible).

'MR;ZDINN: Yes,if the hon. member - you know, maybe I

will give it in baby talk, I should not have to, I normally deal with

the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) in baby talk, but I will give

it to the hon. member for Buraeo-Bav d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons).

MR. SIMMONS: You are talking about a surplus on current account.

MR. DINN: Surplus.  Assets versus liabilities.

'MR;'DOObY: He has been reading the textbooks: he got a loan of some of the books:
MR;:DiNN: Assets versus liabilities, and we have a surplus.

of  $248,000.

AN HON. MEMBER: You should not have said that. You should not have
said that.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

| MR;.'DINN: Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for Lewisporte

(Mr. F. White), of éoursé, he addressed himself to the enlarged city,
We are not goingvtb force that upon the people, we are going to wait .
until the people decide. His remarks, Mr, Speaker, after forty-five
minutes and then an amendment,amounted to the fact that we_should'shove
down “the peoples throat an enlarged City.'we are not -going to.do that.
We are going to‘continue on. The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans

(Mr. Flight) in speaking into the debate also talked -about Price and

" ASARCO, and. we know he is against them,
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MR. bINN: that h;s got nofhing to do with Bill
50 either. The hon. the member for St. John‘s West (Dr. Kitchen)
*sloppily drafted*a direct quote from the Mayor from the City of
St. John's, 'sToppily drafted;. she had a'sloppily drafted'draft.
It was 'sloppily drafted! But we got some good,dedicated Tegislative
draftsmen, I suppose, we have got one of the best, if nét the best -
the hon. the Minister of Finance would know more about it than'I would -
but I suppose we got one of the:best, if not the best, legislative
draftsmen in Canada today. »
"~ MR. 'SIMMONS: Draftpersons.
'MR.‘DPNNE Draftpersons, ,that is Eight, draftpersons.
So the hon. member for St. John's West says, "It is §1oppi1y drafted."
SOME_HON. ‘MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR. DINN: - He again spewed the venom of increased property
tax,$200 in the first year. He took a quote from that.gentleman who is
not in the House, who has made a lot of comment on Bil11 50, and who is

a lawyer, and I do not want to bring his name into the debate, but who

is a lawyer.

AN_FON. MEMBER: Who is that?

MR. DINN: Fahey.

AN HON; MEMBER: You do not want to say his name.

MR;'DINN: But we would. not name the hon. gentleman, I do

not want to bring his name into the debate, but who is spewing the-
same kind of poison on the people of this region, and when we get

' regional government, and whether we get it;or not  we can have-Metro .
Board for another year, but whether we get regional govermment or not
the péop]e of St. John's and the people -of the region will know that
there is no increase of $200. or anything like it on. the people, -especially
in thevunserviced'areas.
AN HON. MEMBER: I am shocked.
MR: DINN: We have in the Bi]], Mr. Speaker, the provision
for designated service areas, and we also-havebin there»the'provision in
the Bi11 for varying the taxation structure.

AN HON. MEMBER: I do not believe it very well.
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‘MR. DINN: The hon. member does not believe it. The hon.

member did not read the Bi1l.  The hon. member did not read the Bill,

' ,‘but the fact is that iflthey get nothing,they pay for nothing. -
MR. S. NEARY: Nothing for-nothing.,

MR. DINN: The hon. member does not know that , for examp]é,
Airport Heights today does not pay property tax, does not pay a service
fee because they have not.got service. .And the hon. member keeps
interrupting, because helknows, he really knows, Mr. Speéker, whereof

I speak, he knows I am speaking the truth, and the truth will out,

and the truth is, Mr. Soeaker, that the hon. member for St. John's

West cannot win on this one one way or the other, because if we have
Metro Board,whicﬁ will be exactly the same, if we have Metro Board,
which will be exactly the same, if we had the seven appointed people,
which is exactly the same, has the same powersethe hon. member will
know that the people of St. John's will know. that they will get their
services, and their tax bill will not go up no $200.

'MR;-NOLAN: ) How much will it go up?

’ MR;'DINN: ’ It will go up. I understand the City of St.

John's is using, Mr. Speaker, approximately a million.gailons of water

a day over and above.what they are able to generate. So the hon.

member who knows a little bit about mathematics can divide twenty-five

cents per thousand, a little bit of mathematics for him, twenty-five

cents ber thousand and they are using about a million a day, that is

what they will have to pay. They will payithat whether we have

regional government or not, because that is what is reauired, Mr. Speaker,

to pay off tﬁe thirteen technicians and engineers who will service

this system.

* AN HON. MEMBER: Pay for what you get.

MR. DINN: . That is righf. Or we will take the technicians
away and let it fall to ruin. But, Mr. Speaker,.
AN HON. MEMBER: It is going to fall apart?
MR. DINN:- : No,wé are not coing to do that. ~We have a good‘

system now. - e have and we will,by the way, Mr. Speaker, before the end .
of 1979 we will have the best water system in North America, bar none.

And it will
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MR. DINN: be very cheap to operate. We have gone

through and checked, Mr. Speaker, -

MR. FLIGHT: What are we talking about?
MR.‘DINN: . ) Now', Mr. Speaker, whether regional govermment

comes Or notgthat is the wa? it is going to he. We have had the scare
tactics.  There are some people in this region that are scared because

of the poisqn<:hat has been spread by hon. members opposite. But I

am telling the;people of this region the people in Airport Heights

will not have to pay if they do not get serviceysand they will not

get service if they do not ask for service. And the people in

Conception Bay South will not get water and sewer if they say they do not
want it,and they will be asked. They were asked six months ago and I have
not got the aﬁswé;;o The m&ﬁey is theresbut if they do not want it they
will not get it and they will not have to pay. And, Mr. Speaker, that

is the way she is going to go. That is the way I operate with Bay de Verde.
That is the way I obe;ate with Old Perlican., That is the way I operate

with Bonavista. That is the way I operate with the Northeast Avalon region.

Mr. Speaker, -

MR, S.VNEARY: How about Burnt Island?

MR. DINN: How about Burnt Island?

MR, S. NEARY: That is right, how about it?

MR. DINN: How about Burnt Island?

MR. S. NEARY: Are they going to be asked if they want water & sewer?
MR. DINN: Now,_Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is

there is no increase in taxes. The .fact of the matter is Lf the city of
St. John's do not want their million gallons they do not have to buy
their million gallons,that there is a little tap that turns off and turns
on. And the fact of the matter is we knowywe realized in 1972 and 1973
that the pgople of St. John's wanted ;his and they still want it and they
are going to get it. Metro Board will operate it if the regional council
does not come. But the fact of.ﬁhe matter is the hon. member opposite

he will know that in this situation he has no winners. He is absolutely
out on this one,made a wrong calculation. We know that Metro Board can
operate it. We know that we would like to see a two-third elected council.

If we do not get it we khow who to blame it on. And, Mr. Speaker, the time
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MR. DINN: ) will come when that will come home to roost.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.. .

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear ,hear!
MR, SPEAKER: ' The hon. member for Burgeo ~ Bay d' Espoir.
MR. R. SIMMONS: ' Mr. Speaker, if there is any germ of

common sense in this entire debate, Mr. Speaker, is that we need some

regional government} The people in: Humber Valiey have. recognized that
for years and they have evolved a:regional governmient out there. They
‘ have evolved a regional government out there without. a great big act,.
I may say. -The people:on the Burin Penninsula have realized the need
for regional government and they ace slowly but surely moving towards
a proper regional government on the Burin Penninsula. -And that, Mr.
Speaker, is the way regional government must come in this Province.the
way that elected government,that parliamentary government came to this
Province in the first place. It was not just suddenly imposed and then
legislated, It came as a result of an evolving need and ﬁhat is the
way we have to have regional government on the Burin Penninsula, on the
" West Coast,; in Central Newfoundland and here on the Avalon and wherever
else itrmight apply.

Now my colleague for Windsor - Buchans

(Mr. Flight) was scorned because he did not know evérything about regional
government. I, Mr. Speaker, take off ﬁy hat to a man who does not come
from the Avalon who will stand here and say he knows less than everything
about the bill. I know less thanAeverything about this particular bill
but what is happening with this particular bill, Mr. Speaker, will have
far reaching ramifications for all of this Province whether we represent
thé Coast of Labrador or the Southwest extremity of the Isiand or parts
of the South Coast,as I dojor other parts of this Island in this Province.
The advent of regional government even in this rafher warped fashionvig
going to have implications for all parts of this Province and that is the
point that Seems to escaﬁe the minister - not the only.point,_mind you:

most points escape the minister - most of -them,

11633



June 27, 1978 Tape 4880 (Night) - W -3

MR. R. SIMMONS: .- Now, Mr, Speaker, first~of all let it
be understood that we here in the Oppositionyand I personallysbelieve
strongly that regional government is needed,’ fegional government
must come, . regional government has begun to come to the West
Céast withoug all the trappings of this omnibus bill that we have
here. It is needed. It must come. Indeed it.is coming but, Mr.

Speaker, this bill,this has nothing té do. with regional government.
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MRLSIIONS ¢ Its only relationship to Regional Government
is that it seeks - I do not know wiiether it seeks, that assigns

notives; I will stop saying that, Theonly association of this bill o
Regional Government is that it has the eifect of perverting, of prostituting
‘the céncept,like this government has also prostituted the Public Tender Act,
like it has also perverted and prostituted appointments to government
agencies and commissions and committees. They are the experts at perverting
and prostituting on matters like this, the absolute experts om itgand is
it any wonder that they are so good at it right here‘— Jow many sections?
One hundred plus - one hundred and forty;nine sections and the only one

that gets me excited is the one that provides for doing away with the act
itself. This,Mr. Speaker, is a perversion of Regional Government. Now

let us let everybody in the Avalon area and everybodf‘throughout this
Province know what it is.we are for and what we are against. We are for
Regional Govermment .No-matter wihat the minister says gnd the way he tries

to warp as only he can warp, Yr. Speaker, we are for Regional Government'.

We on this side were talking about Regional Government long before the
minister even understood ityif indeed he does understand it now. If you
judge by what he says in tihis ilouse he does not understand it, Hr. Speaker,
he was evex over there tonight when he was replying to the member for St.
John's West (Dr.Kitchen) reading off his spewed out venom as though
somebody had written it for him. ' Who taught him hcw to pronounce ‘spewed!

I do not now.

Now,.Mr. Speaker, this bill has nothing
whatsoever to do with Regional Government. I .now that is the way it is
brought in and that is the title on it and that kind of'thing,but it has
_nothing to do with Regional Government in terms of why it was brought in
here. This , Mr. Speaker, this entire document,has two purposes and two
purposes only so far as the government is concerned énd Regional Government
is neitner oue of these purposes. fhat'is the guise and that is the way
they sold it} that is the way they have sucked some people and hoodwinked
some people in the councils into supporting it. There are people in the
gallery tonight who say they’subport Regional Government and their words

are paraded in this House as meaning they support this bill and some of
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MR, SIIMHONS: thwaa even go so far as to say that they
support this bill with reservation. I will tell you what the reservations
are pecause I have spoke to one of these . mayors befcre coming uere tonight.
Their reservation relates to a number of the amendments which they know are
coming because the government nas assured them., Now I will tell the louse,
dr. Speaker, and the Province the last time a member of this Eouse,indee&,

and a member of the publice,got assurance about amendments from this government.

The Premier stood in his. place when he broughtvin the . redistribution bill

back in early-1975 and he promised the then member for Labrador South that

if he would support the bill ~ the deal was made right here on the floor

in an exchange, I was witness to it, I was sitting about where my colleague
from Terra Nova (¥Mr.Lush) is sitting right now- and there was some exchange
between the Premier and the then member,Mr. Mike Martingand the deal was

made and the Premier in his good,affable, smiling way said,"Mike,you have

my assurance that in>the Fall" it was the Fall then,too " we will bring in

the zmendments,i{ikeyto make four seats.in Labrador" Well,look around you,
folks., Do you see the four seats? The member for Labrador South was
double-crossed by the Premier the same way that the mayors of the communities
around are being double-crossed by‘the government right now, the same way,

¢lr. Speaker, it is no different. If this thing is so rife with inaccuracies
and wrougs that have to be corrected immediately by amendment4why do they not
do their homework over there, lir. Speaker? © .¥They know now what has to be
amenided so let them amend it. What is the bum's rush for? What is the big
rusﬁ for all of a sudden? Why, Mr. Speaker? Two reasons: One ,when you

have to look after your buddies you have to do it in a hurry while you.still
aave time. You have to do it in a hurry, look after your buddiesyand that

is wiat this b;ll is all about, look after your buddiesj secondly, Mr.Speaker;v
put a buffer between you and the people. Now in educatién they élready have

a pretty good buffer, They can blame it on the school board and on the WTA

and on tiae school board federation. Alright? While they blame it on- everybody

- else that does not prevent them at election time in their pretty little brochures
from printing all the schools they have built,but I challenge anybody here

in the hearing of my voice tonight to go and ask them tonight about would
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(MR, SIMHMONS: they build a school in So-and-So place.
Now I wil]. tell you what thestock answer will be, that is not our respousibility,
you had better talk to the school board, you had better talk to ﬁhe DE_C.
That is the answer, Right? But thalt is not x"lh‘at: you see when you pick up
_the brochure of the member for Bonavista North (Mr. Cross) in the last

Provincial election
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MR. STMMONS: when they brag about all ‘the schools
they have built:fdouble talk! Doublg talk on this particular
bill too, Mr. Speaker. They are putting a buffer, just like the
education buffer, they are now putting a buffer in terms of
municipai govergment.betwéen the government and the population
of the Avalon Peninsula, more than half of the population of
the entire Pro§ince. That 1is what this,ié all. about. One,
looking after your buddy. This government has its priorities.
There 1s no doubt in this government's mind about priorities.
Da ﬁot ever let anybody say that this government does not
have priorities. It does, Mr., Speaker, and it acts on these
priorities without exception, and their priority nuﬁber one
is look after your buddies, whether it is in office space
rental or in farming out contracts for work on public projects,
or now in appointing people to. commissions or setting up
regional government. Their number one 1s always the same,
Look after your buddies! You might hurt some people aldng
_the way, you might suck some innocent people in who want to do
a good job in municipal goverﬁment, yvou might convince them
that by gupporting it they are doine the right thing, you migat
do a little double talk in the process, you might conveniently
aear the fellow down im St. Phillips or St. Thomas, or somewhere
else who says, "I am fér regional goverment! You might loosely
interpret that to mean{I am for all the nonsense in this bill.g
féu ﬁight loosely interpret him to say, "I am for the fifty-five
sections ‘of this bill which give authérity to the Lieutenant-
Covernor in .Council and to the miAister."v

Mr. Speaker, do we realize what
is happening if this biil were to go through? And it will go through,
. and it will go through, Mr. Speaker, only if this governmenf uses
closure, or 1f, after the last drop is drained out of us, Mr. Speaker,
they use their government majo?ity to vote it, to ram it through

at some wee hour of some morning, a month or two months down the
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MR, ST¥MONS: road. That is the only way that

bill will go through, Mr. Speaker.

MR, WHITE: Hear, hear!
MR, SIMMONS: '_ That is the only way it will go
through.

This bill, Mr. Speaker, is an insult,
an absolute insult to anybody who would serve on a municipal council.
God knows we have had enough trouble getting people in some councils
because the minister has been making it so difficult for them to
serve, and threatening them and_iﬁtimidatigg them every time
he opens his mouth.

But now, Mr. Speaker,'wﬁere will the
municipal government be for the Avalon Pensinsula? Will it be down
in City Hall? Will it be in St. Phillips or St. Thomas or some
of these other communities? Mot on your life, Mr. Speaker! It
will be on the eighth floor. That is where the decisions will
be made, If you are to believe no less than fifty-five sections
of this act, it gives authority to .the Lieutenant—Govefnor in
Council, Cabinet, and/or to the minister, fifty-five separate
sections of the act say it can be done if you ask the minister
first, it can be dome if you ask Cabinet first. So let there
be no mistake, Mr. Speaker, this counéil, Mr. Speaker -~ I will
read thesectionsfor the minister, Mr. Speaker. He 1is trying
to.put me on and all that but I am prepared for him, I am prepared
for him. A

Section 3,6,7,9(a),9(c),12(1),12(4),
14(1), 15(1), 15(3), 17Q1), 17(2), 18(2e), 22, 22(a), 22(b),

30, 31(3), 32, 33, 34, 36, 38, 39(1), 40 (i), 42(2), 45, 55, 56(1),
57, 58, 59, 62, 65, 66, 115(2), 119(1), 121, 125(1), 125(2), 126,
127(1), 127(2), 128, 129, 130 (1), 130 (2), 130(3), 130(4a), 132,
133, 138(1), 138(2), 147, 149. These are the sections,if the

minister wants to know. '
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MR. WHITE: : : You had better read them again.

He did not take them down.

MR, SIMMONS: ' Now if he were so forthcoming,

Mr. Speaker, 1f he were:
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MR, SIMMONS: only so forthcoming with information

as we are, 1if he would only give us a bit of information!

MR. DINN: " '(Inaudible) it will not come to that.
MR. SIMMONS: Says the minister, Mr. Speaker. I have long since,

Mr. Speaker, 1earned.vnoc to believe. a word he says. You see?the fact
is we have all been in the situation, Mr. Speaker. You get yourself into
a real jam and you havé to stonewall it. We saw it here today in
Qgestion Period, a beautiful example of stonewalling, an absolutely:
beautiful example. You have a casé where two ministers should at the
very least vacate their posts, not because they are guilty or innocent '
but because they cannot operate anymore. It happened in British Columbia
with Mr. Davis and all over the plaée. But what do they do here,

Mr. Speaker? Spiro Agneﬁrin the United States ﬁad to resign because he

" misappropriated $8,000 in fundssor was suspected of it at ﬁhe time, had
to resign as Vice-President of the‘United States. What do you have to do
to get this crowd out, Mr. Speaker? Is there no such thing as an

understanding of impropriety over there anymore?

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR. SIMMONS: Two ministers who should be sitting with.

the private citizenry tonight -~

MR. WHITE: Very private too.
MR, SIMMONS: - very private, If I were them, as private as

possible. And what do they do? They brazen it out and they get the Premier

to make a great speech about whatever he said.

MR. RIDEOUT: Gets the blood pressure up.
MR. SIMMONS: . Now, Mr. Speaker, they are into-another

stonewalling. As a matter of fact, this government spends more time
stonewalling, bluffing her through, whether it is about contracts or
ministersyand now abouﬁ regional government.bills,or'so they call it. So
realizing .their mistake too late,‘Mr. Speaker, because they are a stubborn
crowd - one attribute they have, Mr. Speaker, is stubbornness in full measure -
and led by the stubborn, arrogant minister - I have never before, Mr.Speaker,

seen somebody - I mean, it 1is such a pleasure to be here and see somebody

who knows everything.

MR. DINN: I know that.
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MR, SIMMONS: The story is told, Mr. Speaker, that first
when the Premier interviewed the minister for Cabinet he said, 'Now,
'Jerry', I do not know too much about you. Why do you not start at the

beginning?' So he did. He said, 'In the beginning I created heaven and ...'

MR. DOODY: You had better go over that again.
. MR. WHITE: Did you miss it? Did you miss it 'Bill'?

Oh, I see, okay.

MR. SIMMONS: He told me. He writes my stuff.
MR. WHITE: Good stuff!
MR. SIMMONS: So I will take the credit if it is good and

you blame him otherwise.

Realizing theif mistake, Mr. Speaker, after
it was too late because they are such a stubborn crowd - you seeq if you
do not have skill it does not mean you cannot be stubborn. You are gllowed
to be stubborn, and they have taken advantage of that little licence.
And being stubborn, but yet realizing their mistake, because somebody over
there had a spark of light, just a little insight over there, realizing
their mistake they all went scurrying around the city, around the environs
of St. John's, around the region, all the P.C. MHAs and the ministers
scurrying around- holding little secret conclaves, little secret meetings
with council8, telling them half the. truth, Mr. Speaker. Some of the stuff
that has come back from these meetings gbout what the minister has told,
he should resign, Mr. Speaker, the stuff he has told them, the nonsense he
has told them - nonsense, absolute nonsense - telling them half the story,
Mr. Speaker. I do not see them make any effort - I do not see the MHA for
St. John's Fast, the minister and the others make any effort, Mr.Speaker,
to get a meeting with the city of St. John's, not trying there very much,
but they . are rushing all down around the other places trying the old game,
Mr. Speaker, of playing the small places against St. John's and St. John's
against the other places - a very convenient trick, but a Qery dicey trick
for a bﬁnch of city MHAs,I would think.

. MR. WHITE: Something is going to get caught in the middle,

I would suspect.

MR. SIMMONS: " Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish the member for Kilbride

(Mr. Wells) were here tonight, but if I have to wait until he comes to speak
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MR.. SIMMONS:. I might never speak. -
MR. WHITE: Come back Christmas.
~MR. STIMMONS: . ' So perhaps one of his buddies will tell him

what I am about to say. Mr. Speaker, the MHA for Kilbride, like the
other ones. who were ordered out-there, ran‘out and had their little
secret conclaves with various: members, various councils and sucked some
of them into supporting it - and 'sucked' is the word, Mr. Speaker, and
there is no.reflection on the councils involved; they were given
information by members and ministers and they took it in good faith, and
some of them are realizing after the fact now ;hat all this promise of
amendment, of course, is a lot of hogwésh_the same as it was unéer the
Redistribution Bill three years ago. The bill that was promised for the

Fall of 1975 is not here yet, two and one half
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MR, SIMMONS: _ years later, although the Premier
made .a public commitment to the member for Labrador South. So
do not hold your breath,I would say to councillors in the area,
do not hold your breath for the amendments to this particular
bill. Do not hold your breath.

V . Now the latest te go out all
around the city and spread‘thg half-truths about this bill,
Mr. Speake?, beé¢ause they have to sell it somehow, Mr. Speaker,
The minister got up- and made such a buffoon of himsélf when
he firgt spoke on this.. I really thought,.Mt. Speaker, the
fellow had a problem. I really - you know I know him and
I wondered if we should call a doctor,to tell you tﬁe truth.

I really wondered i{f we should call a doctor.

MR. HICKMAN: ' * Is there a doctor in the House?
MR. RIDEQUT: He blew his mind.
MR. SIMMONS: And having talked himself into a

corner and the whole crowd over there with him , then they had
the stonewall it. Because I know from talking to some people

over there they were prepared to leave this until the Fall.

MR. WHITE: They still are.
MR, . STMMONS: But 'Jerry' blew it for them.

The minister, old G went and blew it for them. Little old GG

blew it.

MR. WHITE: .- - GD.
MR. SIMMONS: Blew 1it. He was supposed to get up

and test the waters.. Instead of that he got up and flopped all
over the plaéé and did a backstroke and everything. And he blew
it. 01d GG went and blew it for them. And.they had to dig

in. They all want to go home over there, Mr. Speaker, what is

left, but old GG went and blew it for them. Poor li;tle old GG.

MR. RIDEOUT: He blew his mind.
MR. STMMONS: . So who is out defending them?

Sir, imagine having the member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) out
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MR. SIMMONS: defending the Minister of Municipal
Affairs. Is there anything more ludicrous? He is down in
Kilbride, only‘last night,I am told, Mr. Speaker, the member

for Kilbride was down, rushed out' and met with the citizens
committee down there last night. Did he tell them ail the

truth? Not on your: life, not on your life, Mr. Speaker. He
.just‘told them convenient little bits about, "You will have an
amenament tomorrow morning. When you.wake up the first thing
there will be an amendmént or your table, the first thing. We

" I suppose he even consulted

will consult you on everything.'
him on the membership. Or did he tell them, did that member tell
them that his good buddy down there, one Mr. Burke, has already

been approached to go on the regional council.

MR. WHITE: Hear, hear! Right on!
MR. SIMMONS: Did he tell the people in St. Phillips

or St. Thomas that?

MR. WHITE: That is right.
MR. SIMMONS: Did he tell them that his good Tory

hack down in Kilbride,_who is. the chairman of this committee, is
going to be appointed to.the regional board, tell him that it is
all signed and sealed? Did he tell that to the commitee last
night? Not on your life,because that i{s a private little deal
between the member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells) and Mr. Burke,
withaI supposesthe minisfer. T suppose they told him what

was going on. I know they do not tell hiﬁ-,much over there

but T guess they told him that. Did they tell the committe

that last night? Not on your life.

MR. DOODY: Can that be verified?
MR. SIMMONS: I verified it before coming here tonigh:,

I say to the Minister of T and C. Mr. Burke has already agreed to
become a member of the regional council. Now I have other announcements

than that,I say to the minister, I am going to announce just about
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MR. SIMMONS: : the full board before the night

is out.
MR, FLIGHT: That is the kind of thing,
MR. SIMMONS: The chairman of the board is the

man after whom we have named.the plan, the O'Dea vacation nlan,
this is the other name for this bill. And,as is know,Mr. 0'Dea
is going to be thé chairman, I am pleased to announce.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear!.

MR. WHITE: Are you serfous? You talked to

him already.

MR. SIMMONS: i I have got sources.
MR. WHITE: You talked to him,did you?

MR. SIMMONS: - : Some better than others. And
Mr. Burke has agreed to go on it.

Now the only question; and I could
not quite confirm this, I could not get ahold of the person
concerned, but I am told that a former President of the PC Party,
aow put your mind at rest, not the member for St. John's West
(Dr. Kitchen), who has since seen the light as you will notice.
MR. DOODY: HUe did, rather forceably.
1R. SIMMONS: ) Rather ferceably, that is right.
Unlike the ministerymy colleague did the Damascus Foad trip
ia the Eérward direction, rather than backwards. And he has
seen the iight. But, Mr. Speaker, another fo;mer President of ‘
the PC Party, indeed I think the immediate past president, one
Jir. Bill Dalton; has béep approached to go on the regional council.
MR. WHITE: ) OhoI see. Very good.

HR. STMMONS: . Now vou see the cards stacking,
lir. Speaker, see all this impartiality coming togetﬁer,

Hr. Speaker.  0Old Mr. Bill Dalton, the former President of the
PC Party,he has been approached ;nd 1 am told he has agreed.

MR. DOODY: - Has he accepted?
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MR. ST:MONS: Well I am told he has. I have
not .talked to him on it but I am told he has accépted. So we
have Mr. 0'Dea -

" MR. DOODY: Send him a telegram and congratulate

him.
MR. SIMMONS: ~ Mr. 0'Dea, Mr. Burke, a good friend

of the member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells). I can see why he would
be so anxious to go to meetings for a change, that he cannot
normally find them but suddenly he became very visible, the ﬁember
for Kilbride (Mr. Wells), because he had somgthing to sell. If
this b1ll did not go through, if the public had an outery against
this b1ill his buddy would not get a job. That is a‘good reason.

That is a good reason to come out of your locked office 'door.

MR. RIDEOUT: Bring your buddy week,is it?
MR. STMMONS: ‘ Bring your buddy week, yes.

Mr, Burke, Mr. Dalton and now
Mr. 6'Dea; So you see it all shaping up, Mr. Speaker. That is
three out of five and I shall leave some of the excitement until
later.
MR. DOODY: _ S Av,come on NowW.
MR. SDMMONS: Now Mr., Speaker =~

MR. DOODY: Drop all the suspense.
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"MR. R. SIMMONS: - Mr. Speaker, I wonder last night if the
member for Kilbride (Mr. Wells), I kﬁcw he did not tell them about Mr.
Burke,but I wonder did he, Mr. Speaker, tell them it was godng to cost
them some extra taxes? Did he tell them that? Did he tell them,l wonder?
Did he tell the people.in St. Phillifs it was going to cost them extra
taxes? MNow, I was glad for st;aight political ' reasons,l say to the
House,f'was'glad'that the minister got imto the record tonight-it is :

a stunned thing for him to do but he does a number of stunndd things -

He got into the record tonight..'Noc'a one cent increase' you heard

him say. All right? That is like the cheap beerythe poor man's

champagne 4 from St. John's Centre (Mr. Murphy) no increases-and

the trawler fleet from the Premier,and now Ma Bell's dingaling, the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing,the hon. minister now joins the

crowd of people who make expréssions I wish I could forget.

MR. T. RIDEOUT: The 'Dinnwit' formula.
MR. R. SIMMONS: The 'Dinnwit’ formula for tax increases -

multiply by six, seven or eight - choose your number, not less than
five.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. T. RIDEOUT: That is how the 'Dipnwit' formula works.
MR. R. SIMMO&S: ) That is how the 'Dipnwit' formula works.
Exactly! 'That is how it will work for the people of the areas concerned,
. but the member for Kilbride did not bother to teli that meeting last
night. He did not tell that the big,fat salary - Mr. Burke is going to
get on that regional eouncilsor Mr., O0*Deagyor the fo;mer president of
the Tory party,Mr. Dalton. None of these. Nome of that has been mentioned

in the House.

MR. DINN: ‘ Who tells you this stuff anyway?
_MR. R. SIMMONS: You should be interested because perhaps

the Premier will tell you one»§f those days. This illustrates how much

the minister knows about what is going on.

MR. FLIGHT: . (Inaudible) remarks word for word.
MR. R. SIMMONS: You should check with me more often. I tend

to have more of the facts than he. Mr. Burke out in Kilbride and Mr.:

Dalton,of course. All right?
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MR. DOODY: - Who are the others?
MR. R. SIMMONS: We have a couple of others but we are
keeping them for later.I believe in punch iines, you know, I yill get to them
eventually.

You see, Mr. Speakef, the issue here ought .
to be the issue of regional government, and that issue shouldinot have
got cluttered up with this scandadous, perVerted,pfostituted'document.
The issue is regional government sand yet'the'minister himself, 4n
opening debate on the billllast weekgbad;y misrepresented an issue,
badly misrepresented. It was absolutely shocking and I think when I am
finished he will probably want to apologize to the House because I hope
he did notido it intentionally. Last week, Mr. Speaker, he lost complete
control of himself and went wailing on like a child.- Eot.complete uncharacteristic,
mind you.- watling on like a child that this bill would be providing water
and sewerage for the Battery. Now, Mr. Speaker, if there was ever an untruth!
I checked the Hansard, 1 checked the Hansard,.Mr. Speaker, and he tied
water and sewer for the Battery directly to this bill. If there was ever
an untruth in this House, Mr. Speaker, if there was ever another word
that could apply - a little three letter word that I am not allowed to say
here.- an untruth,to get up here, Mr. Speaker, and say that water and
sewer was tied to this particular bill. Let the record show, Mr. Speaker,
as most people now already know,that water and sewer in the Battery has

nothing to do whatsoever with this bill, nothing whatsoever!

MR. R. SIMMONS: . ' Now, Mr. Speaker, - in time I will permit

a question, Mr. Speaker, But it has nothing to‘dq with this bill. Whether.
this bill dies on thé vineqas I sincerely pray and hope it will for the
good of the people on the Avalon and the Province as a wholesor whether

it goes tﬁrough will have nothing to do with water and sewer in the Battery.
It might'delay it because of the hew bureaucracy,but one councillor, Mr.
Speaker, in the regionywho has no vested interest in the Battery aé gll,

but one councillor in the region whom I.talked to today said to me, "Well,
atklast give Dinn credit for one thing:he finally mentioned the Battery

in the House." Albeit 1in a somewhat perverted and untruthful way.
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MR. R. SIMMONS: Now, Mr. Spegker, he leaves the impression
last week that if regional government did not go through Battery would
not have yater and sewer. What a hoax; Mr. Speaker! What an ‘abso_l'ut»e
fraud! What a politii:al fake for tt_le minist:e;-! What a absolutely

cruel political trick to.play on Battery residents) Even he should

know Setter than that.. The mﬁistet knows. He should know. The minister
knows that this bill will. h:_avé no bearing on the Batfery water and sewer .
supply. Non_e whatsoever. He knows already, Mr. Speaker. He knows -
already. ‘Wevknow,.and I hope he knows,the people of the Battery know-
and that is the important thing-that the provision of water and sewer
has already' been taker} care of thaxik"s to the-Seighbourhood Improvement

Programme.
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MRl ST.LIONS: whichh has been approved -~
MR, DINN: Who has to approve that?
"R, SIIEONS: . Is the minister bsaf;ing tnat if the bill

does not go ‘thtough he will not approve -NIP?

R WHITE: : Yes, that is what ke said.

rR.SLIBORS : Seandalous.

':m. WHITE: ) No WIP for the Battery.

MR. SIONS: . * After what he said last night about Airport

deights he must be a child.

MR, WHITE: . That is right.

Yo new NIP for the Battery!

¥R, SIMMONS: - The govermment I hope in time will approve
it but you are not telling me you need a Regional Govermment to approve

that stuff.

AN _HON. MEMBER: . No.

MR, STHMONS: That is what I am saying. But the minister

last night or last week -

MR.DINN: 'Will you permit just one aquestion?
HR, SIMMONS: No, no questions. - I do not mind hearing

questions from adulté, but cliildren! dr. Speaker, I am harassed by a.little
child., Is there no vay to keep him quite, Mr. Speaker, I wonder? I had some
candy .Perhaps if the Zage would come down he could help me because there
has to .be some way to shut him up. Would tiie Tage come down? I have
something to give to. the minister if I could. Just give hii. that to keep

im quite will. you.

SO:E HON,. MEMBERS: ilear, hear!
MR. RIDEQUT: : ’ Did you send him over a candy with it?
MR. STMMOUS: No, I do not want the candy to get stuck

in his throat, Mr.Speaker. Now that we have got the minister kept quite
perhaps he will listen to some of the things we are saying about the Battery.
The Battery water and sewer programme bad nothing to do with this bill
whatsoever. It came thanks largely t:'_;rough_ the Federal government and the

NIP project but here 1s something else,Mr.Speaker,something else that the

minister skated over rather callously. Who is the Chairman of the coumittee
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R, SIMMONS: - down there? The minister's uncle.

AN HONLUEMBER: That is right.

MR. STMMONS: The minister's uncle, another ir. Dinn.
MR. DINN: v i ’ Tyenty—five years with no service‘frpm a

vbrevious government !
1R. STMMONS: Yes, a good man, Mr. Jack Dinn,- Now look

cannot the - that rabbit - show him how to use it,3ill'

MR.DINN: - : Get the hon. member to demomstrate it.
MR. SIMMONS: ) Of course I could. I passed througiht my
childhood. Now, Mr. Speaker, he has even rejected a rattle, even

- rejected a rattle. Wellywe will save it for him and as soon as he is old
enough we will show him now to use it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS: Thét was brilliant fellows. Could we have
a little cheer? One, two, three. I had more control over my band than
this. .

Now, Mr. Speaker, the chairman of NIiP
for the Battery area is none other than Mr. Jack Dinnyan uncle of the minister.
A good uman, Mr. Speaker, a man who has worked hardgparticularly during the
last year and an half since he has been chairman,to get this water and
se&er project. And who tries to upstage uim? His own nephew! lis own
hephew comes in this House and says,"All that aonsense you hear about HIP,
that is nonsense. We are going to do it all through this bill and if you
do not pass this bill you do not get any water  and sewer in tihe Battery.
dow shameful, how callousywhen you pull the rug under your own relatives,
Hr. Speaker. iow callous can you get? tHow completely callous. Is that

not shocking?

MR,.FLIGHT: B Unbelievable.
iR, STiZ{ONS: e does not deserve a rattleydoes
he? dow, lir. Speaker, the fact is the minister ord the water and sewer

for the Battery badly misled the House. I had one or two calls from the

Battery myself.

MR, DISN: That is surprising.
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R, SIIDIONS: A lot of things surprises the minister. A
- lot of the things. about reality surprises the hinister,as a matter of fact..
I Gad a couple of calls myself from the Battery from people who were sure
this thing was salted away. They are getting confused with Mr. Dinns you
see. They are getting confused with one Mr. Dinn and the other »r. Dinn.
But I set them straight, Mr. Speaker, I told them to listen.only to the
sensible Mr. Dinn, just the mature Mr. Dinn.

NOQ, Mr. Speaker, I suggest the minister

did very badly and callously misled the. ilouse and the people.of the_Battery.
" I think he should apologize. He should apologize to the ilouse and certainly
to the people of the Battery. I invite anybody to check with.the other Hr.
Dinn, Mr. Jack Dinn, the mature, the adult Mr. Dinn, the man who has fought
so hard for this project the last year and a half,anﬂ you will find from that
Mr. Jack Dinn, the minister's uncle, the man with the rug just pulled out
from under him by an upstart nephew who forgets th: base degrees by which
he did ascend; that other Mr. Dinn, ir. Jack Dinm, sensible, mature,.adult,
he will tell you Mr. Speaker, how hard he has worked for this project that
hls nephew has come in here and tried to undermine in the name qf-trying to
get this bill through. I do not mind a fellow’uéing argument and rationale
to get the bill throughybut his kind of nonsense, this kiad of perverted
nonsense, lir. Speaker, from the minister. Why does someone not g_ive him a
little talking to, sit him down and tell him the facts of life or something,

for goodness sakel
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MR. STMMONS: 'And then the threats tonight,

Mr. Speaker. Airport Heights, Conception Bay South, you know,
you hear them raving on. It sounds like Idi Amin with a frontal
- lobotomy. I will do this and I will do this and shoot this

one and this and this.- God help us, Mr. Speaker -

PR. RITCHEN: ‘I will guarantee (inaudible).
MR. SIMMONS: - ' -~ the only saving grace. "I will"

guarantee they do not get this"and ~"There {s a tap, " he says,
"There is a tap you can turn on and off." I wish we could turn
the minister 6n and off for the sake of the people of Conception
Bﬁy South. We are going to .turn them off after the next
election. That is ;he only saving grace with this Sill,

Mr, Speaker; after the next election there will be a sane,
sensible bunch of Liberals around to administer it, revoke it,
take it back and write some sensible stuff to allow regional
government to go forward in this Province. Let us hope too

much damage has not been done. Let us hope too many Tory

buddies have not been tucked away so safely in ten year
contracts, like Bob Cole. And where is that contract,I

say to my buddy from Trinity - Bay de Verde (Mr. F. Rowe), where
is that cont?act; which was going to be tabled every day?

MR. FLIGHT: Get all thirty of them together and we will have a look at them.
MR. SIMMONS: No, the Premier had other thinés on
his mind today. He had other things. He had two ministers and

he was not sure 1f they were in or out.

MR. F. ROWE: He is waiting for the Question Period.
MR. STMMONS: He is in a touchy wood this afternoon.

I would be too. I would be in a touchy ﬁoqd Eoo 1f I had fellows down
o that enquiry saying things about my ministers like that. I would
te in a touchy mooé as well. One thing about the Premier, he has

got sensitivity.

MR. RIDEOUT: : . He has his hands fulls,
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© MR. SIMMONS: It is too bad for him he has
these days because he has to exercise it so often, with
ninisters liké the Minister of Manpower and the Minister of
Industrial Development and now the Minister of Mumnicipal
Affairs. It ﬁust be a real worry. Cabinet must be like
a s;nd box with only one rattle. What a disaster!

Now, Mr. Speakgf, let us be
clear about what the Battery 1s going to get out of this,

because they were misled last week,

DR. KITCHEN: - A full shot of taxes.
MR. SDMMONS: : That is right. They are going

to get a full dose of taxes,like the people of Concéption Bay
South and Flatrock and Middle Cove and Outer Cove, Torbay,
St, Phillips, and St. Thomas, All these places are going to

get a full shot of taxes, ;ﬁaf is what they are going to get.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR, STMIONS: Mr. Speaker, some time somebody

should explain to the minister that there is no suéh thingias

? free lunch, ydu have to pay for everything. And, Mr. Speaker,

I just éannot understand how the minister can say with a straight
face and expect us to believe it that he is going to impose another
bureaucracy at no extra cost. How can you do it? How can you pay
big fat salaries and rent big plush offices and all kinds of
equipment, how can you do all that and hire engineers and

you name it, how can you mount that extra bureaucracy at no

cost? Because that is what the minister is'sayiﬁg!'Or he 1is
saying one other thiné?i?fguﬁe éaying tﬁat the money mnow

that we are collecting is not being used somevhere? Is that

what he is 'saying? Is he saying that the money now is not

being  well spent? Is he pointing his finger to the Mayor of.Sy. Phillips,
- or the Mayor of St. Thomas and saying, "You are wasting the

money nbw, and we are going_to spend it sd efficiently in

regional government that we will be able to pay Mr. O'Dea
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MR. STMMONS: $50,000 or $60,000 or $70,000?
We are géing to pay H;; Dalton several thousand, Mr. Burkev
several thousand and the qthers several thousand, and a number
ﬁf secretaries and a number of engineers and a number of cost
accountants and all that at no extra cost.” 1Is there anybody
here, Mr. Speaker, who believes that for a second? How can. you

believe 1t?

DR. XITCHEN: Water grows on trees.
MR. SIMMONS: There is no such thine,I say to the

ministef, ‘Eyetg;is ﬁo such thing as a free lunch. There 1s no
such thing as a free lunch. Why does he not, Mr. Speaker, start
levelling with the peoole dowm in Pleasantville if He wants to
get re~elected again? I do not think he has a hope now but at
least he should go through the motions. He should go through the
‘motionsg. Why does he not level with the people down in
Pleasantville? Some of the peopnle are éallinz me. 'One vho called
me iast night; ﬂéwb who called me from the Battery in the last
couple of days. Why does he not level with those people? And the
big question on evervbody's mind; Mr. Speaker, is what is it going
to cost? What is it goiﬁg to cost? Why can he not listen to the
people around the citj, Mr. Speaker? Why are they ramming this
through, Mr. Speaker? Why are they ramming it through? |
'I gave the reasons early in the game,

Mr. Speaker, earlier tonight and I gave it
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Mr. Simmons: the day the minister opened the debate when .l referred
to it as the 0'Dea vacatibn plan. -Now I am not criticizing Mr. 0'Dea,
If I had a thing this good, Mr. Speaker, I would grab it, believe me
I wdu1d'grab itybecause I could get my $60,000 and have time to go
fishiﬁg besides. ' _

| Look at the set up Bob Cole got, $47,500rfor a
part-time job and the Premier goe$ and. called him a volunteer,by. the way,
down at Rotary. He told they were volunteers.. - Boy, I woﬁ]d be a
volunteer too for $47,500. Down at Rofaryithe Premier told the
~Rotary people-it is in the paper, I will find it for fhe Premier the
once. : |
Mﬁ; F. RdﬁE: Dedicated ﬁublic servants.
MR, SIMMONS: ‘ |

He talked about the volunteers, Fantastic!
What volunteers? Who would 1ike to be a volunteer tonight?  Anybody

want to volunteer for the regional council?

SOME HON. 'MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
“MR._SIMMONS: What is the Premier talking -
*PREMIER ‘MOORES : I”am talking about peopie vho devote -
MR:_ SIMMONS: . No, no the:Special Action Group. T have

got a copy of what he said down there. I got a tape of it. I will
play it back for him.
MR. NEARY: ' He said somebody got a grant in Newfoundland

now to go around and see why people are volunteering their services.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!

MR._SIMMONS: Pardon?

AN- HON. MEMBER* I was going to give it back at the end of
the year. | '

MR: FLIGHT: $47,500.

MR. SIMMONS: For a part-time job.-

So, you know, I am not b1éming Mr. 0'Dea,
Mr. Speaker. If I had a set up ‘1ike that I would take it too. But I
blame the government that concocts_ that vilest game.
MR, FLIGHT: :. ' Perhaps Danny Gallivan can come down here too.
MR. SIMMONS:_ . He would be better paid down here, We pay

our hockey announcers down here better than they do in Toronto,l am told.
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MR, FLIGHT: Danny Gallivan.
T MR, _SIMMONS: He will be down as soon as the Premier finds something

for him to do.

AN.HOM. MEMBER: . The Premier is going to announce hockey.

‘PREMfER‘MOORES: What do you do to keep the hon. member in p1ace;‘
‘MR;‘SIﬁMONS: Boy, you know, that is not.a bad idea, I could

even listen to him then. I could actually listen to the Premier then.
‘Mﬁf‘NEAﬁY: The Premier would make a good substitute for
Dick Nolan.

‘MR;‘SfMMdNSE If the Premier were broadcasting hockey he would

have to do it from the penalty box.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this entire bill makes a
complete shambles of what could have been good regional government along
the Tines that it has been -evolving on the West Coast in the Humber Valley.
You know, they have not got it on the dotted line,as it were, They have
not got legislation, but they have workind regional government, at Teast
in the embryonic stage or a Tittle beyond that.:[t has been going for a
number of years in terms of co-ordination and co-operation. Now they
are at the point ‘out there where it is ready for some legislation.

And I say to the minister and to the government that is where ?hey should
have tried it firsty,in an area where it had been checked out,‘ whére it
had been tried for-a number of years, the weaknesses have been found out,
and they-had rejected certain ideas for others,and now they have got a
workable mechanism on the West Coast_in the Humber Yalley, I am talking
about the greater Humber Valley -joint councils, a good working
mechanism. And they have ironed out some of the bugs, and now would

be the time for legislation theré, and I believe that is where it should
have been applied. But where did .they-apply it?.In here! And why, Mr. Speaker?
Becauseyas I saysnot regional government is the concern, Mr, Speaker,

but salting away your buddies, Mr. Speaker, and putting a buffer between
you and at least half the population of the -Province. These are the
motivations, Mr. Speaker, they are the motivations, so you can use

the regional government as a scapegoat in the very same way ‘that you now
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" Mr. Simmons: 4 use education school boards as a scapegoat.
You get all of the credits for the water and sewer systems but you

take none of the blame for. the taxes,.none of the blame for the

taxes. -

MR. FLIGHT: He must be tired.

‘MR. SIMMONS: Pardon?

MR. FLIGHT: ' He looks 1ike he is falling down.

‘MR. "SIMMONS: . No, no, I do not want to wake him tonight.

he Tooks so comfortable, so very comfortable.

» Now the gentleman who pulled the smartest
trick of a11,'of course, and this is not surprisingyis my good friend
the Minister of Transportation and Communications. _ If there is one
member over there who dses his brains,who is keeping himself out of
trouble ft-is the Minfster of Transportation and Communications. And
he was what was coming, Mr. Speaker, and while this thing is going to
reach down to Cape St. Francis and all down around Pouch Cove and all

of that; it is not going to touch Holyrood, not going to touch Holyrood.

© AN"HON: MEMBER: And Bell Island.
MR. SIMMONS: o - because the minister knows what it takes to
get elected. A smart minister.

'MR. F.‘ROWE: A They elected a council there last year.
MR;’SIMMONS: We have always said he is a smart minister. This

proves he is a smart minister. Why should he be concerned about the
bi11?  He got all of the naive M.H.A.s in the city all around him-
falling. all over it, and saying, "great bf11", and all that kind of
stuff you-know. "Greatibi]]", . tHat is what is called.-

MR. NEARY: I got Bell Is1and:ph11ed out from undér me.

MR. SIMMONS: - singing on your way to the guiliotine. '"Great bill.",
he says, the member for Mount Scio (Dr. R. Winsor) down the other night

in-one of the communities,down in St. Phillips, I think, with the minister
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R, SINQONS: singing the praises of this bill.
I wish he could tell us what the praises are to be sung about
this particular bill.

Mr.<Speaker,bthis is an absolute
shambles. The Minister of Tramsportation is the only one over
ﬁhere who showed any deft judgement at all, deft, d~e-f-t; deft,
deft judgement. -He:has showm some judgemént on this, r. Speaker,
and he has managed to hoodwink his buddies over theré.into
supporting this thing without his active support. He can’
support it passively now, Mr. Speaker, because he is not
involved, because Bell Island is not involved, because
Holyrood .is not involved. And if you want to know, Mr. Speaker,
if‘you‘want to know what one member of the governmeﬁt thinks
of the bill, look at_how the Minister of T and C arranged,

Mr. Speaker, to have his own area taken out of the area of
jurisdiction. Now he will suppart it, Mr. Speaker, because he
‘has nbthing at stake any more, and I would suggest it is too

bad that all the’ members, the member for Mount Scio (Dr. Winsor),
the member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall), the member for

St. John's Centre (Mr. Mu;phy), it is too bad they all do not have
the same clout over there. It is too bad the Minister of
Rehabilitation and Recreation does not have the same clout as

the Minister of TranSpdrtation.

MR. DOODY: . Because he has a regional (inaudible).
MR. SIMMONS: No. I would not suggest that.

ﬁr. Speaker, 1f Ehis is only a regional water supply bill let
us call {t that.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I just have a
minute or two and I want to clue up.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SIMMONS: I thank the minister. I thank the ’
minister. I have gbt one supporter on that side of the House,
Mr. Speaker, and that worries me. That worries me. It really
worriés me.
Now, Mr. Speaker, quickly,and
ﬁhese are two points touched by my colleagues already so I will
just touch on them very duickly. One of the real reasons we
are against this bill is that it represents such a blatant
dictatorship. It is an absolute dictatotéhip. There was
a simple way of doing this in a very democratic way. The way
you are doing it can only mean y;u have.no faith in the
" present elected councils around this area. You have _
no faithvin then. You have.used them. The government has
used them and told them they were a nice bunch of fellows in those
private meetings to get their suppott; but you do not believe
;hey are competent enough to sit on one of these. You have to
go out and hand pick your own buddies, your Mr. Daltons and your Mr. Burkes
and your Mr. O'Deas. You have to hand pick them, your own politi;al hacks. -

AN _HON. MEMBER: ’ (Inaudible) have to run.

HR. SIMMONS: : Running? When are they going to

get the chance to run? The initial, crucial decision making will
be made bgfore they ever get a chance to run. This act empowers
these peonle,.chese initial peopleyto go ahead and make decisioﬂs.
1t empowérs Cabinet to make all the decisions anyway. So what
difference if thev even run with the miserable set up you have
got hgre now where_fifty-five sections give authority to Cabinet,'
give authority tovthe minister, particularly this minister,

r, Speaker. And the other objection we have to this bill,

Mr. Speaker, apart from the dictatorship_df it, is the unknowns

in this. What 1s this going to cost? What is it going to cost?

"MR. RIDEOUT: : 'Too much!
MR. STMMONS: The minister told me and I do not

believe him. I say in all sincerity, and without trying to be brash
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IR, SIMMONS: at all, on Sehalf of the people
of the Avalon I have talked to, I do not believe him when he
says it is not going to cost anything. I just cannot

believe him, Mr. Speaker,'because common sense tells me not

to believe him, . Common sense tells me you cannot hire

Mr. Burke and Mr. Dalton and Mr. 0'Dea and a dozen secretaries
and engineers and accounténts at no cost. How can you do it?
You cannot do it. ‘

So 1 say to the minister without
being unkind, I do not believe him. I just cannot believe- him,
Common'sense provents me from believing.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is 'it, the
unknowns in this bill, . What will it cost the people affected?
And I am concerned, Mr. Speaker, My constituency is not on the
Avalon and I think a very cheap shot was taken by the minister at
the member for Windsor - Buchans (Mr. Flight), because he really
suggested that éhe only @eoplé who should be talking about this
are the people on the Avalon. What utter nonsense. We are sent
here, Mr. Speaker, to see that the taxpayers' money. is being well
spent, to see that the legislation that is brought through this
House 1s good legislation and I will never apologize for standing
in this House if it is a bill to correct a comma in the eity
of Corner Brook Act, if that is wﬁat I have to do to ensure that
good legi;lation goes through this House. So this nonsense that
somehow he is‘the member for Windsor - Buchans and he should only
tall about'systems in Windsor and Buchans and the future of
Buchqné is shameful coming from a minister of tthCrown. And
I see the implications in this bill for other parts of the
Province, including Bay d'Espoir in my own district,

Central Newfoundland, the Burin Pensinsula and if we set

up this monster, Mr. Speaker, this dictatorial monster with all
the unknowns, what can the people of Humber Valley and Central
Newfoundland and the Burin Péninsula expect after this?

MR. FLIGHT: They will never accept that.
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MR. SIMMONS: T was talking to my buddies in
Coxrner Brook the other day, Hear this,will you? The Premier
was out to a function about a month or so ago and he was

going around in his own district saying, "Oh helio,».

I am Frank Moores." Five vears after and he is still
1ntroducing.himself to his own constituents, Well I can
understand they would not know him out there. I can understand

they would not know him
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Mr. Simﬁons: -
because he has not spent tﬁat much time -out there,I am told. But
they know who hé is, Mr. Speaker. They know who he is, Mr. Speaker.
They say, "Gh,that is the“fe1low who had two different signatures,
a fine irrevocable one and the tentative one." Remember tﬁat one?

That is another story, Mr. Speaker.

FRENIER TICORES: Then run out there with Jeff Sterlina

ds your campaign manager.
""MR. SIMMONS: No. Well T may -do that.. Now that is not a bad idea,

not aibad jdea. I told the Premier already I am coming out, and I am
not sure who is going to.be my manager yet. But if the Premier is going

to be out there [ will be out in the next election.

"PREMfER'MObRES: Sure,Humber West area.
'MR: SIMMﬁNS: Yes, I have decided-I am going to run in Humbek

West if the Premier stays there. That is a deal that. I will be out

in Humber West.

PREMIER "MOORES : Under those conditions 1 will stay.
* MR."SIMMONS: You will stay?
PREMIER "MOORES : Yes.
MR. éIMMONS: Wellswe just made a deal, Mr. Speaker. Now I

hope, Mr. Speaker, that that deal is better than the one he gave Craig

“ Dobbin.
MR. FLIGHT: Noyit could not be.
MR. SIMMONS: I hope it is more signed and sealed than the one

_ he gave Mike Martin about redistribution.

PREMIER MOORES: There is no building. :
MR. SIMMONS: . But if the Premier would like to come over and

shake on it I would certainly shake on that one, Mr. Speaker.

Imagine how sweet would it be, Mr. Speaker, how sQeet would it be

at once to get yourself elected to the House and. at the:game time know -
that you had a special role’in retiring the Premier to private life,

where he Be]qngs,so comfortably.
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PREMIER MOORES: The ‘NTA would welcome you.

MR._SIMMONS: Ahgthe Premier has bigger things op his
mind than NTA, Mr. Speaker, much bigger things. Not'NTA, Mr. Speaker,
but a couple of ministgrs. The DPW,I would say,is more on his mind
than NTA these days, and,I would say, for a very good reason.

Mr. Speaker, the bill has unknowns, too many .
unknowns. It is sloppy, I do not care what the wording is, The
wording is very nice, the draftsmenrare competent, nobody said the
draftsmen are not cohpetent. The draftsmen only drafts what they are
told to draft, Mr. Speaker.  They did not initiate the legislation.

They are-the implementers, they are thevadminigtrators, they are the
writers, if you like, in this particular case.
" MR. NEARY: . We do not care who.typed it.
MR:'SfMMONS: 1 do not care who typed it. Sloppily drafted in
terms of concept. Of course it is. You could not even, Mr, Speaker,
salt away your buddies efficiently.. He even c1umsified that. Salting
away your buddies, puttingla buffer between yourself and the people,
Yyou even managed ‘to clumsify that.
‘AN HON: “MEMBER: Clumsify? ‘
MR . STMMONS: Clumsify is a new word.. That comes in-the
next grade, you wi]]lget it after a while.

‘Mr. Speaker, too many unknowns and too blatant
a dictatorship, and too blatant an effort, Mr. Speaker, too blatant an
effort at salting away your buddies in the name of rggiona1 government.
I believe very, very firmly, Mr. Speaker, and that.is why I support the
amendment that we give this the six month hoist so everybody has a chance
tp think about it, and so that the government has a chance rea]]y,'
because really the motion, the amendment would kill the bill in effect
and bring in a new bill in the Fall, and we will be willing to support a.
bi11 that gives regional governmeﬁt in a democratic fashion at reasonable
cost to the people. But until we know what thg‘cost is, and until
we can see for sure; Mr. Speaker, that it is going to be démocrafic—
not autocratic, dictatorial, Ida Amin fashion- until we can be assured of

thatsthen, Mr. Speaker, we have no intention of supporting this bill,
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" Mr. Simmons: And what is.more than-that, Mr. Speaker, it is not

a passive-thing where we just withdraw.: We feel strongly enough about
this, Mr. Speaker, strongly‘enough that we intend fully to do everything
in our power to see that this bill does not go through We will use -

' 'somz HON . ' MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR. "SIMMONS: -.every Parliament;ry mechanism,vﬁr. Speaker,
not to filibuster as such, but to expose this bill for what it is. And
if it takes two weeks to get into the consciences of the people of ‘
Pouch Cove and St. Ph1111ps and St. Thomas and Flatrock and all these
other placesythen we will take two weeks in this House to do it. If
it takes all night sittings to do it,Mr. Speaker, we will take all
night sittings to do it. Not to filibuster as such, but to use the
.opporfunity to get across what an infamous scheme this is, Mr. Speaker,
what an infamous scheme it is, and how unrelated it is tovregional
government;

Thank you.
" SOME HON;_MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR: SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The hon. the Minister of Rehabilitation and

Recreation. ,
SOME_HON. MEMBERS: " Hear, hear!
‘MR, HICKEY: ', I could not get over the .shock, Mr. Speaker,

when my col1eagues across the way were aop]aud1ng me.

'SOME " HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

"MR. .HICKEY: Do you want to speak- , Premier?
" ANHON. MEMRFR': Order, please!

PREMIER MOORES: - Carry on, 'Tom', C;rry on. No.

"MR. HICKEY: I will gladly yield for the
Premier if he wanted to speak.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

‘MR, HICKEY: - Mr. Speaker, I started out with the intention
of speaking to Bi11‘50, but I find myself now speaking to an amendment
to give a six month hoist: -And what troubles me,-Your Honour, is that
listening to the hon. gentlemen opposite one would almost be convinced that -

they be]ieve.that thgy are going to achieve a six month hoist.  Now if
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Mr. Hickey: they believe that of course their actions might be
just looked upon-with justification, but of course knowing the way
that the House is made up in terms of numbers.I do not think they

are so naive as to believe that they are going to succeed-in giving -

this bill a six month hofst, and -that the amendment will be defeated.

And therefore .one can-only conclude that the -six month hoist
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MR, HICKEY:‘ 7 procedure 1s purely a stalling
practice, is purely a stalling system or what we éommonly
_refef to as filibusteriag.
. Mr..Speak;r, that is unfortunatglv.

Certainly it is unfortunate from where I sit because

I have a bill, for example Bill 74, "An Act To Provide For

The Administration Of Certain Facilities Constructed For The
Canada Summer Games," not of'the'greatesﬁ importance in tefms
ofymavbe,this legislation. It may not have all the ramifications .
" of Bi1l 50 but neveftheless,.ﬂr. Speaker, there is a great
number of peoole waiting to use those facilities and those
facilities cannot be used until ghat legislation goes through
the House.

MP. STRACHAN: : You can call it now if you want to.

MR. HICKEY: And, Mr. Speaker, the other thing

that dawned on me as I was listening'tq the debate since it began
on Bill 50 is that there has been references to Pouch Cove and
Flatrock and Torbay and Logy Bay and my own birth placesOuter Cove,
2ll of those places, And I wonder, I ask myseif the question,

. since when did hon. gentlemen opposite start speaking for that
area? Since when did they have such a handle on what or how

the people in that area think? Gentlemen who came before them
tried to read the way those peonle think down there and they

wvere sadly mistaken. Indeed thev did not read them right at

all. 1 suggestyYour Honourythey are not reading them right

today. Because I have to take exception to some of .the statements
being made, such as councils being had, being'suéked in by a
Minister of the Crown. That is a very serious statemént. That

has some very serious implications, Mr. Speaker. Are hon. gentlemen
oppos;te suggesting that there are councils in my 'aréa that are
being sucked in? That is a poor way to get votes,gentlemen. by
ridiculing people who give.freely of their time on a volunta;y

basis to serve their communities and .towns to'say that they can
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MR. HICKEY: be sucked in by one minister. .
‘ Let me tell hon. gentlemen that

the people that I represent are not so easily sucked in. Let

me tell them as wellAthat nothing has been kept from them.in

the years that I’ represented them'aqd nothing has beeﬁ kept from

them now with regardé to Bill 50. They are against it. Who

is against {t?

MR, SIMMONS: The cost is being kept from them.
MR. HICKEY: . Well tell us, My hon. friend -

from Windsor - Buchanms (Mr. Flight)slet us face it, who is in
really close proximity to Pouch Cove,tells me they are against

it, Now, you know who is against it? - -

MR. FLIGHT: ' They call me all the time.

MR. HICKEY: They call you all the time,

AN_HON. MEMBER: What do they call you?

MR. HICKEY: I see.

MR. FLIGHT: _They call me finer things than they

call the Minister of R and R.

MR. HICKEY: - That is very interesting, Mr. Speaker.
That is an interesting observation. .fhat is an interesting
observation Eecause,Your HonoursI have just recently met with the
councils in the area and it is rather strange to say the least that
I do not find too much opposition to Bill 50. Does that startle

hon. gentlemen opvosite?

MR. FLIGHT: - No.

MR, HICKEY: That 1s a fact.
" Would my hon. friends opposite
really believe that I would sit here and now.stand here and
support a p;ece of legislation, at least get up in my place .
and go into detail.as to why I support it if it meant
taxation, double taxation for the people I represent? Are they -

so naive as to think that, Mr. Speaker? Do they think I have

lost =y mind?
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.MR. SIMMONS: . The hon. minister thinks he can
get away with it.
MR, HICKEY: : ~ Are they suggesting, lir. Speaker,
t?at I would be so crazy as to stand in my place and supﬁort‘
a piece of legislation which is so vile as we havé heard,
whi;h is_going:to perpetraté taxation on those innocent
.people, doﬂble taxation? v

But, Mr. Speaker, I do not

hear too much from hon. gentlemen
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MR. T. HICKEY: ) about the ‘taxation that is being levied
against people now without :eprésencation by tﬁe St. John's Metfopoiitianv
Area Board. I do not hear anything about the rights of'people to be taxed.
And who 1s or what is the St.<Johﬁ's Metropolitian Area Board,let me ask -
my hon. friends opposite? Who cdnceived the idea of the St, John's
Metropolitian Area Board? This government? No! What government? The
former Liberal Government? Yes! And those are the people who hﬁve levied
taxes in my area-on the people that I represent and they have no voice,

Mr. Speakeé. They.have no recourse. Pay it.There it is, But I find

the same hon. gentlemen now standing in their place and what do they suggest '

now?

MR. SIMMONS: ] " Say seven years.

MR. T. HICKEY: . Seven years what?

MR. SiMMdNS;" | Democracy. -

MR. T. HICKEY: Seven years of what? Seven years of taxes.

Seven years we havq been running Metro Board? God, Mr. Speéker,- you know,
Qe are :old'noﬁ that we are fushing in wherg fools dare to tread: and rushing
through Bill 50. ‘:Imagine if we had brought it in in 1973 with just one
year in office. What would you say then? And now you say to us seven
years. At least it took us seven years. At least we went and dia * the
planning. .
Well let me raiseAanofhér &uestién with

my hon. friends opposite. What plan was it that Canadian British brougétvinv
in 1959, 1f my ﬁemory serve me correctly - Was it 1959 or 1957?. 1959,
I believe.

MR. A. MURPHY: Mo it was before that, bef'ore).;[ came in.
AN HON. MEMBER: . 1957.
MR. T. HICKEY: 1957, And that consulting firm, Mr. Speaker,
were engaged by the former government, the former Liberal Government.to do
a study on this whole question .of services to the people of St. John's
and the outlying areas. Mr. Speaker, what was the result of'ché‘séhdy?' I
do not hear my hon. friends opposite talk too much about that. The results,.
Your Honour, of that study was to do precisely what this bill is doing

now. How many years ago was that? That is twenty years ago. The Liberal
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MR. T.HICKEY: Government did not act and as a result
St. John's had a water shortage. No plagning. There would be sewer
running allcover the place but for the fact that this government hasg
done something about it In the last 'fivé or‘s;x years,done its
planning and put 1n-the infrastructure and brought on Bay Bulls Big
Pond and the trunks,the major trunks sewer systems and all of_that.

The harbour of St. John's will be cleaned up.. Quidi Vidi Laké will

be cleaned up as a result of this. Robin Hood Bay will be cleaned
upgwhich I h;ve been beating my brains out for twelveryears to

clean up. But, Mf. Speaker, it is bad legislation,éhey tell us.

Your Honout!I know the motives of my

hon. friends'opposite,gbviouslythey want to latch on to any issue,
even in the warmyhot Summer,that they think,eithervin their wisdom

or otherwise,that they can make a few political points on. But,

Your Honourywhat a bad one they have picked because being ;gainst

B1ll 50 and the prinéiple of it is almost like being against motherhood,
_ii really is,because what it sayssfor exampleeif you are against regional
éovetnment it means you are against cleaning up a place like Robin Hood
Bay. If a regional council is not pu£ in place to.clean it upywho will?
The City of St. John's will not. It is a regional dump. Th?y City of
St. John's is but one of the areas now that use Robin Hood Bay.

I héve'heard, as I say, Pouch Cove and Flatrock and Torbay and Middle Cove

and .Outer Cove and Logy Bay mentioned as though, Mr. Speaker,
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MR. HICKEY: . as though they were storming
the Confederation Buildihg opposing bill. 50.

Well, Mr, Speaker, that is-
not the reading I get. There are, obviously, some people -
who will oppose bill SO beéause thef are led:té believe
things, and the Opposition shouid.be ashamed of‘them-
selves. because they are aiding and abetting those people
who are picking pieces of this legislation and zeroing in
on it. How can anyone, Mr. Speaker, with.any credibility
at all stand.in a public placé,outside>this-Houée and
say there. is going to be double taxafion when, in fact,
there is not going to be? How can anyone, Mr. Speaker,
say that the municipalities, for example,‘in my-area,
in my- c¢constituency, the people within those municipalities
are goin§ to be taxed by the regional council when, in
fact, the bill states clearly the regional council will"
not pass within a municipality? .
MR. FLIGHT: . Where will they get the money
to operate?
MR. HICKEY: Where will they get the moneyAto
opérate? How much money?. My hon. friend from Windsor -
Buchans (Mr. Flight), I have heard him speak on this
- subject, My hon. friend has looked into it deeply, he is
well versed.on all of ité implicationé, how much will-tﬁey

want to operate?

MR. FLIGHT: ' You tell me. You are the
minister.
MR. HICKEY: . I am not the minister, I am

just one minister. Here is the minister, right here. But .
my hon. friend has taken the posificn égainst it because

it is going to tax the people so he mu;t know how much it
is going to cost.

MR. FLIGHT: . What source of revenue will a

regional council have that theynhaVe not already? .

MR. DINN: '  None.
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MR. HICKEY: what source of what?
MR. FLIGHT: What source of funding will a

regional government have to carry on these services.

MR. DINN: No, Metro-Board.

MR. HICKEY: " Metro Board.

MR. DINN: The same as Metro Board has.
MR. HICKEY: Metro Board has a surplus. this

year of $248,000?

MR. DINN: Yes.
MR, HICKEY: $248,000, that is a fine chunk

of bread. You would pay a few -salaries on that,would you

not?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. HICKEY: " Well, you know, if they have a

surplus of $248,000 this year, one would assume that the
revenue was not going to disappear. I mean, no one is éoing
to\wave a magic wand and disappear this revenue next year.
Would my hon. friend agree?

Mr. Speaker, what it means,really,
is much ado about nothing. It is the cheapest form of
politicing that I have ever seen since I have been in this
House, Your Honour, because rightly or wrongly I would
not be true to the people that I represent if I did not
acknowledge in this House tonight that whilst'they are not
scoring many points, Your Honour, they are scoring with the
odd persoh. They are convincing the odd person and they
are deceiving those people by spreading innuendo, by
spreading things which are not really so, not really going
to happen,‘éetting some people upseﬁ because they are going
to be taxed.

What does my hon. friend have to
say,bfor example, about the town of Pouch Cove that will
have its own water and. sewer system? 'Presently underway,
its own water supply. - What additioﬁal taxes are they going

to pay under the regional government?
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MR. FLIGHT: 'As soon. as (inaudible).

MR. HICKEY: ) Never mind now, tell me.

MR. FLIGHT: You are fleecing the public.
MR. HICKEY: . Let Him tell me, Mr. Speaker,

what taxes the people of Pouch Cove ére going to pay for
water. Let us deal with the water one first. They have
their own’supp;y and that supply comes from a pdnd within
the boundaries of.théir municipality, but my hon. friend
and his qolléaguesvare shouting ffom the rooftops that
.you are QOing to pay water taxeé,,where? In Pouch Cove?
In Torbay? 1In Shoe Cove? Where?

MR. FLIGHT: : Botwood has .its own water

supply,and the mill (inaudible). .

MR. SPEAKER(Young) : Order, please.

MR. HICKEY: Going to pay taxes for water,

Mr. Speaker, in the City of St. John's -

MR. SPEAKER(Young) : Order, please!

MR. HICKEY: - in the Town of Wedgewood Park -
MR. SPEAKER(Young):’ Order, please!

I must remind hon. members that
they are only allowed to speak from their own.seats.
MR. HICKEY: Thank you; Your Honour. I do
not mind, it keeps one sharp to be taken on now and again.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the peopie of
St. John's will pay water tax. Of course ' they will! The
people who use the regional system coming from Bay Bulls
Big Pond " will pay a water tax. They are paying it now,
Your Honour. My colleague has said that the City of St.
John's will pay twenty-five cents per l,OOO-gallons.:

MR. DINN: Yes, as everybody else will.
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YR, HICKEY: o The City of St. John's' charges
the Bo;rd of Trusgees of Wedgewood ‘Park sixty cents per
thous;n& gallons now, SO there is a profit. Are my hon. friends
opposite suggesging‘that éhe people of Wedgewood Park are
going to-pay more taxes forjwater'after this goes through,
Mr. Speaker? How crazy! . I mean,you know, !lr. Speaker, it i;
one thing to.mlsunderstand a pilece .of legislation, ié’is Anothér
thing to perpetrate on the people soriething which you yourselves
_do not believe, which you know is not tight,'and yet you mouth
it off in this Assembly, aided and abetted by a couple of .
people on the outside, who have their own axes to grind, Mr. Speakgr,
I submit, and I will be charitable to the gentleman in question,
I will be charitable and I will say, as 1 have said earlier,
-I know the ;ntives and I know what motivates hon. gentlemen
on the other side. The system of politics is opposition and
government. Onée crqwd are in and another crowd want to get in
and anything goes. So they zre poiitically motivated . But what
motivates two gen;lemen on the outside of thds Assembly Qho are
going around the countryside spreading this information on this
bill, which is far from the truth?

Now, Mr. Speaker, I said I will be
charitable and I will indeed be. I will not suggest, because I
do not know, and I make no assumption that any citizen in this
Province is dishonest unless-I have absolute proof and I have
none. But I si@ply askad a question’ what motivatgs those
people? what axes have they got to grind? What is behind it?
They are traipsingaround the countryside into areas which are
:éally of no concern to them as priéate citizens, What' motivates
thqse gentlemen? fime, Mr. Speaker, Qill tell us. Time.

Why am I in favour of regional
government? Mr. 'Speaker, I am at liberty, and I-am not breaking
any secrets, or any confidentiality when I say that I had my

doubts of regional government three years ago when the public
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MR. HICKEY:. o meetings were going on, when
presentations were being made to the Henley Enquiry into
regional government and all that that meant, the Urban Region
Study which was done b§ Proctor and Redfern and the enquiry
into the whole question of that report. I had my doubts.

For like a good many more, Mr. Speaker, I lookea and thought
'I saw down the road.extra taxation. I looked and I thought T
I saw down the road an additional fl;apcial burden. And I looked and

I thought I saw doﬁn the road an encroachment on the rights .

of municipglities who have been striving through local government

to Improve their own area and who were doing a good job at.it,

such as the areas in my own constituency, such as Torbay, whigh

is a model town, Mr. Speaker, -for anyone to go to. It has

become a model town,I might say,under'this adminisgration? since

1972. It was not much of a model town before that,

AN HON. MEMBER: Pork barrelled.
MR. DINN: We will pork barrel Windsor.

MR. HICKEY: One had to almost get on their knees,
vhen I ;at on that side of the House, to get a bit of road paved. 
And then you were told 1if you were ni;e you would.get it done.

In other words if,you were quiet and kept vour mouth shut you
might get something done. That is the ‘treatment we got. here

are those people now, Mr. Speaker, who have obviously, who lLave

as their aim to be the government some day, not levelling witlh

the peopnle ;nd they accuse us of not levellihg with the peovle.

Is there anvone on thelopposite side whn wants to sa&‘to me that

I go to my constituency, any sinele part of it, any single
constituent of mine,and not level with him on what this is going

to mean to him? If they are, Mr. Speaker, iet them make the
charge and I will make them eat their words becauée I have not
got re-elected since 1966 by not levelling with the people that -
I represent,

SOME HON. EMBEPS: Hear, hear!
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#R. HICKEY: ' Somebody over there said a minute
ago how much clout I have. I do not.know how much clout I have.
I never looked to find out really. I go about my business

and do
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Mr. Hickey: my- job. I also acknowledge the old saying tﬁat ‘
many are called but few are chosen. It really does not make much
difference to me how much clout. I got a fair amount of clout as
a'ﬁinister. I have had a fair amount of clout whiéh<has enabled me
to do a great many things for my constituency and the people I represent.
And this is going to. be -another one of them,toic1ean up a mess down .in
) Logy Bay that I had been preaching about over tﬁere for five years
and»got nowhere, . and* preaching about it on this side and do not Have
the vehicle to.do anything about it, th this is going to do it. So
would hon. gentlemen expect me to jﬁst'sort of get up-and do hands tands
with my colleague because he is bringing:in a piece of legislation
which is going to sort out an age old p#ob]em that I-have been stuck
with?  Oh, yes.

No, Mr. Speaker, thank the Lord when I was born
I received a full deck, I am not dealing with half a deck. I want to be

to oppose this.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. “HICKEY: The sad commentary, Mr. Speaker, is that

hon. gentlemen opposite will dur%ng Juﬁe month, in the dying days

of June when there are so many things to be done and other pieces of
Tegisiation facing this Houseybring in.a measure which is nothing more
nothing better than a vehicle to filibuster-a six month hoist. How
silly! What a waste of time! -So that everybody over there can get

up and talk again, and after talking for forty-five minutes for the second
time still say nothing. That is the unfortunate, that i§ even the most
sad commentary of all, for if they were doing something, if they were
saying something constructive affecting the people, who vby the way,none
of them represent, Mr. Speaker, as constituents other than the member for
St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen), and the.member for Cbnception Bay South
(Mr. Nolan), and it is too bad the member for Concehtion Bay South is

not here tonight =

MR. DINN: He is ashamed. to be here.
MR. HICKEY: - because I take it he is against this bill too,
is he not? '
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MR MURPHY Yes,vehemently.

'MR HICKEY : That is amusing. Very interesting, but , T

amusing because he represents a constituency that does not have

water services, .

) AN HON MEMBER : That is right.
‘PREMIER‘MooREs; They are the first regional government.
MR "HICKEY: - but are in the process of getting water service _

and sewer service. And ‘where ié‘the water going to come from, Mr,
Speaker, out of the sky? -No. Out of the river? No. They are

. polluted. ‘Out of the sea? That is salty. .Bay Bulls Big Pond;

MR. DINN: That is where it is.éoming from.

MR. HICKEY: Oh my, is that not something noM. Bay Bu]]s -
Big Pond, What"you fellows are against.

MR.. FLIGHT: " At no extra cost. '

MR. HICKEY: Oh, no extra cost! Yesqof course there will

be extra cost. Since when did you get services that you demand,which '
the people of Conception Bay South have been demanding for yearssand
demanding of the other administration andr they did nothing about it;

the cesspools that are in that municipality that the former administration
did nothing about, and no water to drink, and. they are demanding it.

" And does my hon. friend say or think I am going to stand-here and say

that they get thét water for free? No. They wi11 not get it for free.
CMR.DINN: Twenty-five cents per . one thousand .gallons:

'MR; HICKEY: .. No. They will get it twenty-five cents per one
thousand gallons.

MR. DINN: That is right.

AN_FON. “MEMBER: Indeed they will not. _
MR. HICKEY: - .- Indeed they will, yes. But, Mr. Speaker, - }
AN'HON.‘MEMBER:_ Any money to put on that one?

MR HICKEY: - hold on a second now. Let us get to the rest

b

of the scenario, the twenty—five cents per-one thousand-gallons.. It does
not all stop there, because in order to but‘in'that system we have spent

how many million? $50 million?
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- MR. DINN: . For: Conception Bay South it is $1.6

to get the water down. to them,; $2 mi]]ion‘so far, $2 million committed

this year.

Mﬁ;fﬁICkEY: Oh,yes.but that is only-in Conception Bay South.
"MR.DINN: Oh,yes. | o
Mk:'ﬁkaéY: "~ 'But, you knbw, -

'MﬁithﬁN: $35 mi11jon for the regional system.

'MRE?HECKE?: Yes,but my hon. colleague:is being most generous,

For example, I would like him-to ‘tell me what the infrastructure cost

for Bay Bulls Big Pond. ~

'MR. -DINN: . $35 million.
"MR;‘HICKEY; - Because you cannot bring it down if there is no water ,

and there is no other water but Bay Bulls Bié Pond to give Conception
Bay South with the growing population and the potential population
explosion that is going to go on up there. - How much will that cost?
MR;‘DINN: _ $35 million. It is going to be about $18 million
to do Conception Bay South.
‘MR. HICKEY: Does that bother your mind;$35 million? Why does not
the member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) go up and say,'We are
against Bi11 50. Ye are not going to QO'a1ong'with that. Ue are

, Qoing to do if ourselves. And we are going to-find $35 million -

SOME "HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. T. HICKEY: - - to get a water supply” and see how long he will

sit in the House after .the next: election. Mr. Speaker, they will not
know the going of himsbecause for sure they will say he is dealing
with half a deck.

MR. DINN: ‘That 1s what he is dealing with.

MR, T. HICKEY: Have I converted the hon. gentleman
yet? .

VR. NEARY: Yo.

MR. T. HICKEY: He is breaking.

~

AN [ON. MEMBER: What is misleading about that? Thirty-five is paid for.

MR.HICKEY: There are some people; Mr. Speaker, who are unconvertable

‘AN HON. MEMBER: Pastor Davis.

MR. RICKEY: I am not going to try to convert Pastor Davis or

anyone who stands for and who belleves in what Pastor Davis believes’

in. Anytime hon. gentlemen want to get going on that one I suggest

gy

that I am ready, for their lies a real tale of woe.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. T. HICKEY: And it will not be John the Baptist at all.’

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, let us not confuse the issues,let us not get on to
something, Mr. Speaker, which is very serious because thac’iésue is not
laughing matter. I do not want for one second to entertain even the
slightest joke with regafds to that issue bacause it is a very serious
one.

But, Mr. Speaker, it is willfully wrong
for the Opposition to misleadyto cause to be misled the people in this
region that this bill directly.affects by simply - again I will be
charitable,I will not say they deliberately are doing,that they are
going to deliberately deceive the people that this applies to. I
will simply say that in their debate they glide over the real positiwve
aspects of the bill, For exampleyI have not heard anyone over there,
Mr. ‘Speaker, say that the power to‘bé entrusted to the regional
council is no moreyor the power that is to be given to the minister

is no more than he has today or that a municipality has today,which

r
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MR, T. HICKEY:

will go unchanged, unchallenged, Mr. Spaaker with one qualification.

What is that? .
AN HON. MEMBER: MEMBER" Hiring the town manager.
MR. T. HICKEY: No. One differéncea One exception.
And that, Mr. Speaker, is where a municipality such as Conception Bay

- South who now have.their own domain, they are a municipality with
all the powers under the Local Government Act today,but they demand
water and sewer and under Ehe regional council theré.vill be some
reéponsibility and some power exercised by that council to pipe in
water and ;;.the point of enfry ¢harge twenty five cents per one
thousand gallons. Now as a resulf of that there will be a charge
for services. But, Mr. Speaker, the ﬁpderlying<poinc to be made
is that if there was no regional council,if they had a pond up back-
in the woods that they tapped #into and weter flowed eventually
through the pipes and there were sewers to.take away the sewerage,
that municipality would have to make a charge against those people
for the maintenance of that sySCem.. Because what my hon. friend said
a moment agoy$35 million of an asset will be used for Conception Bay
South at no charge, Mr. Speaker, not one single solitary cent. Is that

not correct?

MR. DINM: : Absolutely 100 per cent. .
MR. T. HICKEY: - The only charges made against any municipality

in th#s Province is for the operation and maintenance. So what are ﬁy

hon. friends taiking about? What are they talking ;bouc? Is it the heat
of the day that has gotten to them,because they are intelligient gentlemen
and the lady that sits oppositesall intelligient people. I do not question
or quarrel with,Mr. Speaker, that they are here to serve the people

they represent. Butsgood GodsI mean can they honestly ‘gay within; their
own conscience that they are doing the right thing by holding up this

piece of legislation, by:

11683



June 27, 1978, Tape 4897, Page 1 =-- apb .
MR. HICKEY: painting thié piece of
legislation éomething it is not? Surely goodness that
is wrong, creating unrest, creating problems for people,
worrying people unnecessarily by talking taxation to
them when there is not going to bé taxation, by talking

takeover when there is not going to be takeover.

MR. RIDEOUT: Then what is the bill for?

'MR. HICKEY: " What is the-bill for? “
'MR. FLIGHT: Then why is it included in the

bill?

MR. HICKEY: o Why is what included in the

bill?

MR FLIGHT: The ability and: the fight to

expropfiate, why is that there?

MR. HICKEY: TheAability and the right to
expropriate? Well, I mean, how would - Mr. Speaker, let

me answer the hon. gentleman. I am delighted he raised

that one. How does he propose I would clean up Robin Hood

Bay?  Of course, I cannot clean it up. I cannot cause it

to be cleaned up;my good friend and colleague will. Under
regionallgovernment how does he propose he,the minister,

could take over or cause to be taken over a dirty - I

am not going to break the rules, Your Honour, I am talking.

about the dump. - a dirty, rotten, smeily dump that has

been polluting people for the last ten or twelve years?

How does he think my colleague could cause to have taken

over that area to bé cleaned up, to put incinerators down

there, to make a half decent looking sbot, to do away ' -
" with the pollution and the dirt and the filth and everything
else, including the fodents that are rampant down there,
if there was not a system to do it? If he could not,

" through the regional council, finally, if there is no
agreement, go and expropriate- that 1§nd how; would he do
it?

MR. FLIGHT: Newfoundland needs.a new Premier.
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MR. HICKEY: Okay, so he can do it for any
reason as long as that reason is- for the public good and

it is justifiable. And, Mr. Speaker, let us not lose

sight of one other pertinent fact that I waAt to address
myself to insofar as Bill-SO is concerned,'and against a
charge that has been made ¢onsistently'§y the Opposition, and
against my colleague whom the& say wants to railroad this
thing through. Railroad it through, eh? Now what a
jokelthat is.. There was a bill 101l. You do not see it
tod&y, it is bill 50. I wonder what happened. to it?

What happened to it, Mr. Speaker, is thét my coileague

took into his confidence the people who were airectiy
affected. Mr. Speaker, nobodf should challenge,ﬁor
'surely do they challenge,that the people who sit in this
House have a résponsibility to répresent their constituents.
And we are here to govern on this side so should we always
go out and ask the people who make up thé municipalities,
'Would you please sort.out regional government for us because
we are having trouble and we are too busy? Now, we do not
want to get involved in it. Of course, we have a bunch of
M.H.A's and they are too busy, they do not want to be really
stuck with it either because there are a fewltouchy areas
there to sort out. But would you please, although you '

are Aot being paid a single cent for working, you have jobs
to go to, you meet in the night, yoﬁ give :-freely of your
time, but you take something else up, a small issue.;ike
regional government and wéuld you come back four months
from now and tell us how we will do it?' ﬁow would we not
be a fantastic government? We should all be given plaques

- for running away from an issue, Mr. Speaker, and abdi;ating
our responsibilities as a government and as glected members
of this House.

.

MR. J. CARTER: Hear, -hear!

MR. HICKEY: That is what we would be doing.

And that is what the minister is accused of though, not
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MR. HICKEY: consulting. What do they mean
by noﬁ consulting? He consulted his colleagues.

All throughou£ the Winter
more than twelve or fifteen meetings, Mr. Speaker.
Bill 101 could not be recdgnized when‘yOu'compare bill 50
to it. There is.not the slightest -~ well, Mr. Speaker,
there is no- comparison.between bill 101 and bill 50. We
went -through it section by section and, Mr. Speaker, the.
underlying . question that I am getting -to is, who should
do that work? Is it the people who are sent here such -
as myself, representing a constituency, my cclleagues from
St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter), St. John's Centre

(Mr. Murphy), from Mount Scio (Dr. R. Winsor)
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MR. HICKEY: © and all the other “HAs, St. John's
. South (Dr. J. Collins), and Kilbride (Mr. wélls), are those not
- the peovle, r, Speaker, who should do the work? Are those not
the people who should sit and meet? They are paid to do it.
Or_should we go to Torbay -and séy to' the Torbay Council, should
I go down and get fhem all together, all the mayoré, and the
c¢hairman of committées in the unincorporated areas.and say,
-"Fellows, I do not gnow what to do with this Bili 50,"
or better not the Bill 50, BA1l 101, "I do not know what to
do with thié ard I do not really have any time. 'So you
fellows are not busy. Here, tell us what you thinklof it

so that we can ram it through the House next year.™

Oh yes,
we would be great people. That is tantamount to what hon.
genflemen opposite are saying, Mr. Speaker, and my friends
outside who are leadine the attack on this legislation and
my colleague, I want to add that;-because there has been an
.attack on him. ~It has not been confined to Bill 50. It has
gotten a bit personal on times and that is unfortunate because'
he does not deserve that. He has worked pretty darn hard on
this legislation; There has been more consultation, Mr. Speaker,
"on ;his piece of legislation, I would suggest, than ever in the
history of this Province of any piece of legislation. I would like
my hon. friend to name one bill that has gone through this House

which has been vetted more, there has been more consultation on,

I would like to know what it is. Name it. You will not find {it.

MR. NEARY: ) That is not enough.
" MR. FLIGHT: Not enough.
R, HICKEY:- No.. No. That is right, nct enough)

Typical, typical, Mr. Speaker, although they taste power from

time to time they have not changed. We are dealing, and I suppose,

Mr. Speaker, the Premier should be delighted to hear this if he is
being just purely pclitical he should te. He should be so delighted

to see that there has been no change over there from the sixties.
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MR. HICKEY: Because what do they believe in?
Not action, not planning, have a chat abéut it, it is a problem,
we will not deal with it ;oday,'it is too warm outside, it might
go away. That is what happéned to the Canadian _Bri.tish study
report, Mr. Speaker, it was too Big for them. Thefe was

a bit of politics that they thought>the; might lose out on.

It was an iss%e. Did they meet it head on? No. No.f‘T@row

‘it in the garbage. It has zost us a good many bucks to get

it but just let the dust pile up on it there and those

problems will go away. Witﬁ the help of God there will not
‘be a shortage of water in St. John's. And who gives a damm

1f the harbour stinks and 1f Quidi Vidi Lake runs dry with

sewer. After all,that is dowm iq'Tory territory. And St. John's
is Tory anyway, and really, Mr. Speaker, what are we worrying

about beéause thé Liberal support is outside the Avalon?"

MR. MORGAN: They think it is.
MR. HICKEY: Oh yes, but I should point out

to my colleague that that is the way it was there. When I sat
over there, Mr. Speaker,.there were three of us, From the

Grace Hospital west was Liberal.

MR. FLIGHT: I know a bill we can work on today.
AN HON. MEMBER: Seven years?
MR, HICKEY: . Mr. Speaker, the administration of that

day, having engaged Canadian British, they brought in a report which
pinpointed the problem and which said in no uncertain terms what
would haépen_if that report was not implemented. And, Mr. Speaker,
in the face of nothing shor£ of disaster, water shortage, pollution,
they gambled, Mr. Speakef, even with the bealth‘of people and

sat on the report and did absolutely nothing. 'And now they

chastize the government, who came in, took the bull by the horns

aﬁd said, '"Je cannot have this. There must be planning. There
must be a system. We must guarantee the health of our beoéle.

We must guarantee clean drinking water." My Godsthis day there
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“R. HICKEY: is nothing more essential 6r
basic than clean drinking water and sanitary cohditions,this
day and age. And what are you-chastizing.us for, because
we did something about that? And of cdurse, Mr. Speaker,
because we are not going out in the boondocks and we are

not going out, and I am not going out to my constituency.

and telling the people, "Ah,ha!'You are going to get everything

you want but it is not going to cost you a nickel." Ah,
Mr. Speaker, how they underestimate our people; how they
underastimate our people. Because, Mr. Speaker, I have come

to know the people who I represent in this House,
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Mr. Hickey: that they may not like what you tell them if you
tell them that there are going to be a.few taxes if you get water,
there.are going to be a.few taxes if:you'get garbage collection, they
‘ may not like the news; Mr. Speaker, but they sure appreciate straight.
talk and the truth.

SOME 'HON. MEMBERS: : Hear, hear!.

MR. HICKEY: . And that is what my people have got, and
that is what they have got since 1966, Mr. Spéaker, and I.wi11 tell this
House tonight that as late:as yesterday that is .what they got on Bill
50, and théy stand foursquare with me. The Council of Pouch Cove
favours regional government, the Council of Flatrock favours regional
govefnment, Outer Cove, Logy Bay, Middle Cove, Torbay, basically regional
govefnment . Where are the people who do not favour regional government
in my constituency? I say to my friends, where are they?
DR. KITCHEN; ‘ In Torbay .

MR, HICKEY: Stop kidding me. = I met with the Fown Council
of Torbay yesterday. They are not against regional government. They
have some concerns about this bill. And I have Airport Héights.

Who do I talk to up at Airport Heights, apart from the citizens?

MR. FLIéHT: Are not the citizens concerned about the bil11?

MR. HICKEY: No, no, no. 'I mean who is the spokesman?
DR..KITCHEN: Are they for or against you?

MR. HICKEY: - No, no. Who?

AN HON. MEMBER: Fahey.

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Fahey. Mr. Fahey in all his meetings

and all his attempts has not asked me, reguested me, or given me the
courtesy of an invitation to one of his meetings.

Dﬁ. Ki;CHEN: What about Torbay?:

MR. HICKEY: I do not consider Mr. Fahey a spokesman for .
Airport Heights, Mr. Speaker.

MR. DINN: You are -the spokesman for Airport Heights.

DR. KITCHEN: What about Torbay?
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MRi HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, Torbay. I mef with the Council
yesterday.

DR. KIfCHEN: Are they for it?

‘MR, RICKEY: And T can tell my hon. friend that whilst the

Council in Tqrbay have some concerns about Bi11l. 50 I think it is fair
to say that I have allayed their fears.
DR._KITCHEN: No taxes. ,
MR. HICKEY: . There will be.no taxes in Torbay as a result of
this.” If there.is garbage collection to be disposed at a régiona] _
dump there might be a small charge against the municipality.
"MR;‘DiNN: . They are paying now.
'MR;'HICKEY: , : But they ére-a]ready - thqt is richt, that is
right,they are already paying it. A
SOME HON . 'MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

""MR. HICKEY: Let me give my hon. friends'maybe the
classic one, the classic one is in'my own birthplace,Outer Cove, Middle
Cove, Logy Bay where there .is not a council yet, but where there is
a committee for incorporation and they stand foursquare in favour of
this. Why, Mr. Speaker? Because l have goneAthrough this bill
and they have seen the bill and I have explained it to them, and I have -
told them, ﬁy friend is absolutely right. And, Mr. Speaker, they have
not known mé to lie to them or to deceive them or fo tell them anything
but the truth. vai11 gladly go to my constituency and take whatever
is coming on Bill 50 with the knowledge that I had not let them down,

I have told them nothing but the facts.

'SOME” HON. “MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. HICKEY: And they dccept that.

MR. MURPHY: You are telling them now, 'Tom', boy.

MR. HICKEY: . Mr. Speaker, the whole idea of a six month

hoist is to say the Teast I cannot find words to adeaquately describe

it other than disgraceful. It is an absolute and total attempt to .
filibuster at a time, Mr. Speaker, when there is other work to be done
and at a time when this government has got lots of things to do, when:

really this House indeed should be closed, and the work should be finished
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‘Mr. Hickey:  but, Mr. Speaker, we have seen that tactic used
from the day. this House opened, God -forbid it has not. ended yet.

Let me say to my hon. friends one little bit of
advice and let me say in con&lusipn, Mr. Speaker, that there are no
politics to be gained by opposing Bi1l 50.

" SOME "HON MEMBERS: * Hear, hear!’
'Mﬁi'ﬁkaEYf : And that mighf‘sound 1ike a joke -to my hon. friends

. because ' I be]iéve some of my hon. friends, I believe my hon. friend
for St. John's West . (Dr. Kitchen) for exampie I honestly belijeve that
he is sincere in his opposition to this bill.or the concerﬁs.that he
expresses. - And I do not quarrel.and I do not question him on that.

I% he believe that more power to him-because that is what he is here
for. T do not challenge that at all, but by gosh, Mr. Speéker, I sure
do challenge some of the other hon. gentlemen who indeed‘are not so

.sincere. And all I say to him is.that give Bill 50 a chance, give
it three or four months or indeed a year and see where the taxes will
be levied. There w}11-not be any, Mr. Speaker, unless services are
demanded in unincorporated areas. There will be no change unless the

municipality wants
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VYR. HICKEY: ‘to go with it and impose a tax.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: - ‘Hear, hear!
MR, SPEAKER: T%e hon. member for Baie Verte -
White Bay. ‘
SOME HON. :&nmERs: ' . Hear, hear!

' MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I sat here today,

Your Honour; and listened to the hon. member for St. John's South
(Dr, J. Collins) saying that to the point that he nimself ﬁad
spoken'up to that particular péint, in his opinion no other
member in this House had said anything worth listening to about
Bill 50, "An Act To Establish The Northeast Avalon Urban Region."
With the exception of the very excellent remarks made by my
colleague from Lewisporte (Mr. F. White) this evening, a few
other remarﬁs from this side, and having listened to the Minister
of Reﬁabilitation and Pecreation, the member for St. John's South
must go home tonight again disappointed, Mr. Speaker. Because
the diatribe of verbal diarfhea that came across the House from

the hon. Minister of Rehabilitation and Recreation was some

of the -
MR, HICREY: : . Watch your language.
MR. RIDEQUT: 1f the minister wants to come back

in his seat and raise a point of order he is entitled to do so
under the rules, Mr.. Speaker. If not,he should not be shouting
from the door.

The attempted record that I heard

from that hon. gentleman - tonight.
MR. HICKEY: A point of order, Mr. Speaker. I did

‘not intend to raise a point of order but éeeing the hon. gentleman
wants me to I will accommodate him and I wiil simply say that T

am not hurt by his remarks, I have growmn accustomed to them in

twelve yeafs.

MR. SPEAKER: . There is no point of order, Of course,
" the hoﬁ..gentleman was under no obligation -to have attemnted to

make one even upon invitation.
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MR. SPEAKER: : The heon, member for Bale Verte -

White Bay.
M. RIDEOUT: Hr. Spealier, it siows of course

that the hon. gentlemen on fhc otlier side insist in breaking
the.rules every chance thév get, by raising those specious
and foolish points of order.

Wow as 1 was saying, lir. Speaker.
what came from that hon. gentleﬁan toﬁight was a litany of the
past. It had nothing to do in the main, »pinety or ninety-five
per canﬁ of what tiie hon. géntleman had go say had no bearing
wiatsoever in any context, in any way you can twist, it had
no beafing whatsoever on the principle of Bill 50 or the
amendment. It was a litany, Mr. Speakér, of the past, a litany
of a man vho still wishes to live in éhe past, a man who
wants to blame all the troubles of the St. John's urban region
on the previoué administration. If that hon. gentleman could
not utter the words previous administration and the Liberals
of the past and all that tyﬁe of tning, Mr. Speaker} take all
of -that out of his speech and all the sentences related thereto
and you would have had about a two or three minute speech on
the St. John's Urban Regiomal Bill.

So the member for St. 3ohn's South
(Dr. J. Collins) must go home again tonight disappointed,l would
sav;in nis colleague this time, because I had thought that the
hon. Minister of Recreation and Rehabilitation would have said
something to us about Bill 50. But he certainly did not and,you
know, the minister said to us,With the exception of the St. John's
“EAs," he says, "I do not see what other members are speaking in
this debate for. It.is no concern of theirs." That is the exact
words. I made a note, ¥r. Speaker, 'as the hon. gentleman was
speaking. "It is no concern of theirs."

%u,h.wumnlwﬂlwsdmm

as to stand in my place tonight, representing a district on the
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MR. RIDEOUT: Baie Verte Peninsula on tle
Northern Coast of this Province, and say to that minister that
regional government is a concern of mine. I have every
intention of saying how Ivfeel about iﬁ and whether that

hon. minister thinks that it is a waste of time for me -
to do so or not I say too bad. T will exercise my right
. as a member of this House. It may not be of any concern

to me about regional govermment in St. John's, 1if that is

what the hon. -member is trying to say. But that is not what

he said. He said it.was no concern of ours, no concern of

the members.outside of St. John's. Well I say to him {t

is, Mr. Speaker. DBecause regional government as a concept

is a concept that I have no hesitancy in supporting. I can
support fully and &holeheartedly the concept of regional
government. I have no qualms about that whatsoever. Neither,
Mr. Spéaker, do my colleagues on ghis side of the House. And
we have said that time and time again. We have said it until we
are blue in the face and we will continue saying it, that we
have nothing against'the prin;iple and ghe concept of regional
government, but we do have a lot, Mr. Speaker, against this
infamous Bill 50 that is before us tonight. And that has been
before us this last couple of days.

So for the minister to say that

it is no concern of mine, Mr. Speaket,vflies in the face of

what responsible govefnment and what democracy and what this
House is all about. So that is another bit of claptrap

and the vefhal diarrhea that .I
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-MR. RIDEOUT: referred to a few minutes ago
" when I began my remarks. The minister asked rhetorical
questions, Mr. Speaker. '"Name us one qther bill" he said
"that has had so much consultation and that has been on
the go as long as this bill 50?" Well, Mr. Speaker, you
do not have to scratch your brain or tear the hair out
of your head trying to remember at least one other bill
in this session that had as.much consultation, had
more consultation, Mr. Speaker, more apbropriate
consultation than did bill 50 and, of course, I refer )
to bill 26, "An Act Respecting Occupational Health And
Safety In The Province." That bill was under discussion
for two full years when there were people all across this
Province clamouring for its imposition, when there were .
people all across this Province crying. to -the government
to bring that bill before the House, but the minister
responsible for it was saying to the House and saying to
to us in Question Period, "Né, no, we cannot do it. We
cannot do it. We have an Interim Advisory Council that
is made up of. representatives of the workers, aﬁd made up
of representatives of the companies ahd until they tell
us what they want in the bill, until they decide amongst
themselves without any rocking of the boat, or without
one group coming out in public and going agaiﬁst the
other group, until they do that there is no way you are
going to see that bill before the House."

But did you see that same
principle followed in this bill, Mr. Speaker? Not on your
life you did ﬁot. That same principle was not followed
with bill 50. The minister knows that, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs who rants and raves, Mr..Speaker, in the
introduction of a bill, almost enough to frighten you to
death. You would almost think he was gone snarky, gone off
hi; head, a half maniac or something like that, introducing
the bill. He did not have that kind of consultatién, no

way did he.
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MR. RIDEOUT: So the Minister of Recreation
and Rehabilitation, Mr. Speaker, should do a little bit
of research before he gets up in the House and asks
thqse foolish rhetorical queétion about what bill had
more consultation than this one. 'He must have a very
short memory.. V

. Now, Mr. Speaker, speakers -
on the other side make a great deal.— the minister
himself today goﬁ up and he ran down through -~ I belie;e
he said 55 sections.- of this particuiar bill that
can be found in the Local Government Act, the Community.
Councils Act, or any of those acts ali under the
umbrella, I suppose.of,the Local Governmeht'Act. The
minister made a great harangue about that, that fhere is
nothing in this bill that is not now in place in
Municipalities in this Province. Mr. Speaker, I do pbt
know if it is a deliberate attempt on the part of the
minister, I cannot say that under the rules, Sir, and I
will not, but the minister is certainly misleading this
House and misleading the people of this Province and the
people whom this bill affects when he says, no strings
attached, that.there is nothing in this bill that is not
included in the Local Government Act. Mr. Speaker, the
minister could not have read his own section 5. Section

Section 5 of the bill destroys

that argument completely. There is, Mr. Speaker, there is
something in this bill that is not included in the Local
Government Act. There are powers aésigned.to this regional
council in this bill that have not been assigned to councils
under the Local Govermnment Act. The minister should read
section 5. It says very explicitly; '‘Except as is
necessary for the regional céuncil to exercise the powers
granted td it under or pursuant to this Act, nothing in this
act will abridge the Local Government Act' and so on. Now,

Mr. Speaker, what does that say? It says, 'Except as
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MR. RIDEOUT: where necessary for the regional
council to carry out its duties, it will live by the

powers of the Local Government Act.' Except as where
’necessary, but where they cannhot do it, where they cannot
do it under the powers of.that act, then by.section 5

they have the authority to forget about it, they have

the authority to do it their way, they ha&e the authority

" to-do it as they see fit, they have the authority to db

it the way that they think it should be done. Then, Mr,
Speaker, led off by the minister who introduced this bill
speaker after speaker has the nerve and the gumption to
get to his feet on.the other side and say that every power
. in this act is included in the Local Government Act. That
is a falsehood, Sir. It is not true. Every power in

this act may be included in the Local Government Act but
there is no clause S5 in the Local Government Act whidh
says that except as stated, and except as where necessary

for the regional council to do what it has
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MR. T. RIDEOUT: to do then it can circumvent the powers
of the Local Government'Act.. The minister should be more careful, Mr.
Speaker, and so should speakers from the other side be more careful *
when they say thingsAof that nature.’ This bill certainly goes far
away and beyond the powers granted to municipalities under the Local
Government Act.. And 1if nothing else does it, Mr. Speaker, then section
5 does that, Section 5 does it absolutely and clearly because - it '
;cates‘except as otherwise'énd'éxcept-as otherwise' to me can only mean
th;t'if they cannot do it under the power. that is given to a municipality
under thevLOcal Government Act then this pafticulat section and this
particular bill is supreme. It is superimposed on top of that and they
have the authority by Section 5 to do it as they seeé fit.

Now that is the way it comes across to me,

Mr. Speaker, a& a layman.Il am not a lawyer I have no legal training.

MR. DINN: Will you permit a question?
MR. T. RIDEOUT: No I will not permit a question yet until

I am fiqished.

AN HON. MEMBER: . That is the right interpretation.
MR. T. RIDEQUT: That is my interpretation and 1 cannot see

how any learned gentleman could interpret it any differently because it
states in black and white'except as 1is necessary fo;'the regional council

to excerciée those powers.: They will live under the Local Government Act but
if they cannot do it under that,that is where the‘'except as is necessary3
comes in tgeh they have the autherity to go beyond that they have the

priority to circumvent the authority granted under the Local Government

Act.

MR. DINN: You might want an explanation.

on that.

MR. T. RIDEOUT: - " Well, Mr. Speaker, I would interested in

an explanation,yes. Obviously I woﬁld.' But the minister has only spoken
A for only - what? .

ﬁR. . ROWE: Two or three hours,

MR. T. RIDEQUT: Two or three hours already in this deﬁéte,

and except for the political ravings, Mr. Speaker,
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MR. W. ROWE: . He still has not referred to the Bill yet.
MR. T. RIDEOUT: - except for a few politcal ravings

the minister said nothing about the bill. He came in with a big
harangue this.eveAing on this amendment,he came in with this:big

harangue this evening and listed out fifty-five clauses where it

said that all this fantastic power that the;minister and the Lieucénant-
Governor in Council is going to have,fifty-five clauses, well. it is
there now,l it is in the Local Government Act.lle almost pleaded

with us c; buy it but he forgot, Mr. Speaker, section 5,he forgot

that section 5 overrides all of that.

MR. DINN: : You may want an explanation on that.

MR. T. RIDEOUT: As I saild, Mr. Speaker, the minister had

ample opportunity for explanation and he can - I

MR. NLCARY: . wé want an explanation for the people, not
to my collesagues. Explain it to the ﬁeople.

MR. T. RIDEOUT: ) And the minister will have another

opportunity to speak.

MR, WHITE: He will tell them how much taxes are going to go up.
MR. T. RIDEOUT: . I ' am not closing the debate, Mr. Speaker,

the minister will have another opportunity to speak,so if there 1is an
explanation,a reasonable explanation,logical explanation then why have

the minister not told us already?

MR. WHITE: Because there is none.
MR. T. RIDEOUT: I would say because there 1s none. I mean,

what 1s section 5 there for.

MR. DINN: I already did. .
ﬁ.nxmmm: You already told us,did you?
MR. DINN: . Yes.
MR. T. RIDECUT: Yes, Mr., Speaker, this minister -

© MR. W. ROWE: ‘ No wonder the government is on the rocks.
MR. T. RIDEOﬁT: Well, the government 1s on the rocks

-anyway. But this minister has just put the last stroke or the last

straw that is gofng to break the camel's back.
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MR, T. RIDEQUT: V So, Mr. Speaker, all this foelishness

that the minister has been getting on with tonight about those fifty-

five sections that are exactly the same as in the Local Government . -
Act,i ;hey have no more authority now then they would have uﬁder the

Local Government Act, not an oogle not an aunce of "authority more,

pave not got a bit, @ave not got a bit of authority more than thev

- would have under the Local Government Act, Mr. Speaker, that is completely
false. The minister was not leveling with this House and I would suggest
théc he has not been  leveling with the public because section 5 changes

the whole complexion.. Now there may be an explgnation. I am not saying
there is not an expianation,but the fact is that it is there and, Mr.
Speaker, it is not very difficult language to understand. Not very difficult
to understand at ail, Sir, There are no words in cheré the length of your
arm that you would have to be a ﬁho;;; ééhslar of have fifteen degrees

to understand. It is not that. 1t says very plainly'exée;t as necessary

for the regional council to excercise the powers., Now ;egcept' to

me means very simply that it is excepted, ,that the authority under this .

one will be above and beyond -

MR.S. NEARY: ‘ What are they godmg to do?
MR. T. RIDEOUT: The authority under that clause will be

above and beyondzanything given to any council in this Province under
the Local Government Act. Now, Mr. Spealer, the Local Government
Act$that monster that the minister and the members feom the othér

side talk ‘ so much about, ¢his bill, Mr. Speaker, is gbing to affect,
is going to affeet ~ what? A half a dozen? Eight or ten communities

in the Northeast Avalon urban region that are not even now under the

Local Government Ace,communities ghat are unincorperated,
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MR. RIDEQUT: . communitie;'that do not even know
the least little bit of how the Local Governmenﬁ Acﬁ operates,
do not even know what - they may know what it could‘do for
them but they have no ideé at all, Your Honour of the workings
of local government. They have not indicated any interest N
in becoming incorporated in many cases. But this bill {s not
going to give them any choice, Mr. Spéaker. This bill is not . -
going to givelthem any choice because under this act they
are coming in anyway, vlike.it or lump it. It is going to
be,like the miniéter told us in his opening remarks a week
or so ago, that like it or lump it we know what is best. WNo
such thing as representative government énymore, Mr. Speaker.
This hon. crowd knows what is best, so like it or lump it it
is going to be done anyway. That is what the minister told us
in his opening remarks onm this bill and that is what is happening
in many cases,.especially in the cases in the non-incorporated
communities.

What about the consultations that
the minister said he had, Mr. Speaker? How many of those

councils changed last Fall in the November elections?

AN HON. MEMBER: _ A lot of councillors.
MR. RIDEOUT: : A lot of councillors changed. The vast

majority of the councils changed, the make up of the members, the

vaét majority of them: many were defeated, sémg chose npt to

run again. The whole complexion of the elected municipal

representatives changed, Mr. Speaker. Did the fine consultatiom

that the minister talked about, the hard core consultation that

the minister tried to leave the impression in this House that he v =
ﬂad, has that gone on with those new people, Mr., Speaker, who

were elected seven or eight months ago?

MR, NEARY: ' No.
MR. RIDEQUT!: Xo,it has a0t . Many of those

people never even saw the bill wvntil it was sent to them by members

B

from this side of the House.
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MR, NEARY:. . . We had to xerox it.
MR. RIDEQUT: here was the consultation,

-

Mr. Speaker. Theré may have been some consultation with the -

MR.- NEARY: " Even, by the way, the President

of the Federation of Mayorsland Hunicipalities retired. -

MR. RIDEOUT: . That is right. The president - yes.
And the minister was boasting that he hadlsome degree of support
from those people. But there is a differegt -

MR. NEARY: . He told me last week he was agalnst
appointments to the council, the former President of the Federation
of Mayors and Municipalities. Against appointments. He was
against appointments. ‘ .

MR. MURPHY: h © Is the gentleman in his seat?

MR. RIDEOUT: It is an interesting point that my

hon. colleague is making.

MR. DINN: " They presented a brief.
MR. NEARY: They were against appointments

to the regfonal council.
MR, DINN: They presented a brief. Would you

like to see a copy?
MR. RIDEQUT: " So, Mr. Speaker, what it all boils

down to, Your Honour, is that there are many thousands of pecople
on the &valon region who are going to come under this urban
regional b{ll whether they want to or not. The minister does not

care about that.

MR. W. ROWD: Vo choice.
MR. RIDEQUT: No choice whatsoever. This is the

I great democratic government that we have, the great democratic
philosophy of the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. Whétﬁer.
theyiwant to or not they are coming in. We will take them in

because the minister thinks 1t is better.for them. The minister

is convinced 1t is better for the region, 1t is better for the

people. So no matter what the people think we will drag them in
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¥R. RIDEOUT: anyway. If we drag them in
we drag them in'kigking and screeching but we will drag them
in.

Now- I notice the member
for St. John's East (Mr.. Marshall) is Qyt—tucting; he,doeé ﬁot
like it,buEiI am gping to have my say and Ehat is it. He
had his sav and I did not like a lot of the things he said
but of coutsé,vnr. Speaker, he has one advantage over ne,
he helped to draw up the bill in some of ;hosenovertime
settings that they had secretly in basements around the
capital city dufing the past number of months. DBecause these
were apparently the only peoole who saw the bill..

¥P. F. WHITE: ’ Inspiring.

R. RIDEQUT: You know thev must have been the
only people who saw thé bill, Mr. Speaker, because those new
peonle who were.elected to council in November they did not see
it. They had no idea of what was in the bill until we sent them -
not I bﬁt some members on this side éent them xeroxed copies.

When they came :to us in frustration, in desperation, théy knew
tpat tihe bill was coming and thev had not seen. it and they came to

us looking to find out what was in it. That was the -consultation,

Mr. Speaker. hat was the consultation that went on.
MR. RIDEQUT: . . Some consultation.
*R. RIDEOUT: ' Some consultation, for a bill that is .

gzoing to effect over 100,000 peovle,is it not? About a third of the
population of the Province. & bill that is going to affect that
many pecple. That is the type of consulation.

New communities, Mr. Speaker, new
communities that were only incorporated in the last four or five
months; less than that, in the last four or five or six ﬁeeks,

what consultation went on with those people? I would suggest there

was none, Mr. Speaker, practically none.
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MR. RIDEQUT: " .Now, Mr. Speaker,.
AN HON. MEMBER: . Are you finished?
MR. RIDEQUT:. . It is the voice breaking the
glass. ' ‘
MR. WHITYE: : » : The han&writing-on the wall.
MR. RIDEQUT: It is the handwriting -on the

wall for the government.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and‘Hoﬁs;ng goes into the long hafangue
that they will pay for what they get. "They will pay
twenty-five cents a gallqﬁ"‘he says,"for water from the

regional water system.

. MR. DINN: ' ) How much?
MR. RIDEOUT: Twenty-five cents for 1,000

gallons. Everybody knows that that is a slip of the
tongue. Twenty-five cents per 1,000 gallons for water
that you will get frém the regional water system. And,
Mr. Speaker, the minister wouldllike us to be naive
enough, and’ 1iKe the people this ‘council is going
" to affect, the minister would like them to be naive
enough to believe that that is.allbthey are going to pay.
It is twenty-five cents per 1,000 gallons for whatever
water they take from the regional water supply, thé-Bay
Bulls Big Pond water supply. Now,. Mr. Speaker, of course,
that is a pile of foolishness. This bill goes a lot
deeper, Mr. Speaker, than that. It talks about a regional
fire department, . it talks about regionalvpolicé control,
it talks about regional superintendent of works, and
régional this, and regional that and iegional something
else. What is going to pay for that, Mr. Speaker? The
minister has not addressed himself to that. I have not
heard one hon. gentleman from the other side. say one word
- about who is going to pay for those services.

*MR. WHITE: You cannot get it from bingo.
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MR. RIDEOUT: . . It is not going to come from
bingo. There was one hén. gentleman flicked out of the
Cabinet for suégesting bingo games to raise money. I
woul& assume ﬁhat the Premier has warned the .rest of the
ministers not to suggest bingo. It is not going to

come from bingo, that is out.

MR. DOODY: Bingo is out.

MR. RIDEOUT: That-isfight. That is out.
MR. DOODY: . Bingo is out.

MR. RIDEOUT: . ‘ . And, Mr. Speaker, the twenty-

five cents per 1,000 gallons will pay, the minister says,
for the maintenance and upkeep of the regional water
supply. Well, what is going to pay for the rest of it,
the regional collector of this, and the regional
superintendent of works, and the regional fire department,
the regional police services? Then the minister says, "I
can guarantee people there will not be any increases in
taxes, above what they have noﬁ.".

AN HON. MEMBER: The first week. The first

week, I would say.

MR. RIDﬁOUT: The regional enéineer, the
regional inspector of buildings, is that going to come

out. of the twenty-five cents per 1,000 gallons levied on
the water, Mr. Speaker? I mean, that is, I would assume,
going to pay for -the maintenance and upkeep of the regional

water system.

AN HON. MEMBER: $250 a year will accomplish that?
MR. RIDEOUT: . ~The minister said, Mr. Speaker,

that $35 million grew on trees to build in the water
system because the people are nct going to-have to pay it

back. They are not going to have to pay back the. $35

million that built in the regional water system. Well, I will

tell you, Mr. Speaker, that there 'is not one community in
my district that has been fortunate enough to get a water

system and does not have to pay it back. They are paying.
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MR. RIDEOQUT:- it back. They did not get
any gift. They got no gift in Fleur de Lys or Baie
Verte or Roddickton or any of those places, they are

paying back the interest and the principal.

AN HON. MEMBER: Paying through the nose.
MR. RIDEOUT: Paying through the nose, that

is right, twelve dollars a month, I believe. The minister
forces them now. .

MR.WHITE: ' One hundred and férty—four

- dollars a year.

MR. RIDEOUT: One hundred and forty-four
.dollars a-year, and the minister has the_nerve, Mr. Speaker,
and all the hon. gentlemen on the other side who have
spoken on this bill so far, to tell us, and through this
House tell the people,that there is not going to be any.
increase in ta*ation, that they will only pay for what they
use. Sure, they will pay for thé water that they use. I

' can buy that. They will pay for the water that they use

but whois going to pay for the rest of the regional

services?
MR. DINN:: That is it.
MR. RIDEOQUT: What do you mean, that is it?

What is section 111 doing here is that is it?

MR. DINN: 1112
MR. RIDEQUT: 111. It says, "They may

establish the offices of regional collector and regional
engineer and a superintendent of works and an inspector

of buildings and chief of the regional fire brigade, a
regional treﬁsurer; a regional -solicitor." 1Is he going to

do this- free gratis, this regional solicitor? He is going-

to work for: nothing, is he?

MR. DINN: Metro has a solicitor, that is
6kay.
MR. RIDEOUT: Yes, what is going to pay for it?

That is the whole point that my cbliéague from Lewisporte
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MR. RIDEOUT: (Mr. White) was making this
evening, Metro has their property tax at six mils, I
believe - is it? - and that is going to be ‘the basis;,
that will be the minimum and that will be $200 or $250

' pexr year per household in the St. dohn's.regiong

AN HON. MEMBER: No! ‘No!
MR. RIDEOUT: - - Well, it is.going to be in

all of them because all the region is coming under it.

MR. NOLAN: Surefiq is.
MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speakexr, it is weasling.

It is weasle words on the part of the minister, weasling. -
on behalf of the'administration to tell people that what
they use they will pay for. It is wrong! They will pay
twenty-five cents pér 1,600 gallons for the .water that
they use but then, because they are part of this regional
government, the boundaries of the regional government
will have to pay for those services. Who else is going to

pay for them?
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VR, RIDEOUT: 1f the community of Flatrock is withim

the Urban Regional Council .then are they not going to have to

pay their share of the Superintendents of Works, or the solicitor.
MR, F. WHITE: V Of course. Of course. v
MR. RIDEOUT: ‘ No, he says. Well go out and justify

that to Newtown.

MR. WHITE: o  _That {is right. _ -
MR. RIDEOUT: ' " Go justify it to St. Jolm's.

Mr. Speaker, what a concept. Wow we
are getting there, Mr. Speaker. WNow we are really getting thaecre.
This {s what they are up to. This has been the hoodwink behind
it. Mr. Speaker, this amendment, fhis six.month hoist is the . -
most sensible thing, according to what the minister just admitted,
tals is the best thing that ever happened for my colleague to
make that éix month hoist amendmeﬁt. Pecause now we are getting
to the bones of what the minister has in mind. He is saying
to those people, "If you do not takgAany water we will not charge
you." That(ié fine. I can buy that. "If you do not take any water
we do not charge you, ‘ But you are in this region now, if you are
in Flatrock, or i£ you are in tdddle Cove or some other, you are
in the boundaries of this council, we are going to provide a regional
solicitor but we are not géing to charge you for him. Ycu are not
going to pay your share. We are going to have to have a Chief of
the Regional Fire Brigade and if there is a fire in Flatrock we

will get somebody down there. But we are not going to charge you

for 1it."
DR. KITCHEN: Until there is a fire down there. _
MR. RIDECUT: "We are not going to charge you for =
ic." '

Mr. Speaker, what a concept. Now we
. can really see what the minister has in mind. =
AN HON. MEMBER: They are going to keep time sheets,

regional time sheets.
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MR, RIDEOUT: Now this is the ot!;er_part of

the user concept, Mr. Speaker. There will be tregional commurity
time sheets. 1If the director of tﬁe regional fire trigade spends
one hour carrying out inspections to private homes in Flatrock

then they will pay for it.

MR, F. WHITE: That is right.
MR. RIDEOUT: : That is the concept. They will pay

for it. Or if the regional -.

MR. F. WHITE: . 500 people will keep it going.
MR. RIDEOUT: That is right. If the regional

solicitor spends one minute arguing oa behalf of somebody
from Flatrock or Foxtrap or Baulineythen they will pay for that

one minute.

(R. WHITE: _ That is right.
MR. RIDEOUT: : That {s the concept. That is the

user pay concept.

AN HON. IMEMBER: The Dinn fairy tales.
"¥R. RIDEOUT: Yes. Mr. Speaker, it was aptly

named by my colleague, the Dinnuit formula. Well there is no
doubt about it, Mr. Speaker, that must be what it is, the
Dinawit formula, because if that is going to apply like that
tixen, ¥r. Speaker, this is the shambles. 1Is that the way it is

going to apply? This is what the minister tells us.

DR. KITCHEN: Regional time sheets.
MR. RIDEQUT: Imagine, Mr. Speaker, the minister

must be gone right off his head.

Mr. Spealker, I move the adjournment

of the detate. .

SOME HON. MEMBERS: : Hear, hear!
MP. BICRKMAY: ) I do not want to let the cat out of

the bag but !'r. Fahey is going to be the regioﬂal solicitor.
Mr. Speaker, I move that the remaining

orders of the day do stand deferred and that this House on its rising
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R. HICKMAN: . do adjourn until tomorrow,

\Wedn_esday, at three of the ciock and that this House do now
adjourn.

MR. SPEAKER: | It has been moved th&; this
House adjourn until tomorrow at 3:00 P.M., thosg in favour

- "Aye," contrary "Nay", carried..
This House stands adjourned .

until tomorrow at 3:00 P.M.
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