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June 8, 1978 

The House met at 2:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the ~hair. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Tape 4106 EC - 1 

Order, please! 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Baie Verte - White Bay. 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

The hon. the member for 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to present 

a petition on behalf of 280 residents of the communities 

of Burlington and Smith's Harbour . 

The prayer _of the petition, 

Mr. Speaker, is outlined on the first page and I will 

read it. It is very much to the point. It says: 

Since 1973, two petitions have been ·sent frov the 

three communities in this area -~he third one not named 

in the present petition, of course, is Middle Arm - to 

our district representative for presentation to the 

House of Assembly, requesting that the road from Burlington 

to the Baie Verte Highway, roads connecting our communities, 

and the local roads, be upgraded. In the last petition, 

three specific requests were made. They were as follows: 

1) remove brush from the edge of the Burlington - Baie Verte 

Highway road; 2) straighten and upgrade the road from the 

Baie Verte Highway to the three- communities, including the 

local roads; and 3) pave all roads mentioned not later than 

1976. In response to the two petitions, the brush was cut, 

some gravel put here and there, and a little ditching done. 

Our roads now are in a much worse state of deterioration 

and with a goodly portion of. the Burlington - Baie Verte 

Highway road being used considerable by huge wood trucks, 

it is bound to worsen. 

"~e, the residents of Burlington 

and Smith's Harbour are fully aware of the present economic 
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MR. RIDEOUT: situation in our land. 

However, our first appeal was made in much better. times 

and we are now disturbed at such near total indifferenc~ 

to our situation.· Once again, we are making a~ appeal 

and we are askinl for due consideration and that action 

be taken this summer. We are requesting 1) that the 

Burlington - Baie Ve~te Highway road be straightened and 

given a good covering of gravel, that culverts be put in 

where they are needed and guard~ails be put near the 

Burlingto~ - Baie Verte Highway intersaction; 2) upgrade 

the road connecting our two communities and put in guard~ 

rails at Perry's Cove and Mill's Cove; and 3) pave the 

local roads in the two communities." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in speaking 

in support of this petition, I would have to say that this 

must be o~e of the most reasonable requests that a group 

of citizens have ever sent in the form of a petition to 

this House. They are not demanding that twenty miles of 

road be upgraded and paved immediately. They have also 

indicated in the prayer of their petition that they realize 

the financial strain that the Province is in, but they are 

also pointing out, Mr. Speaker, that they made those 

requests when things were much better than they are today, 

in fact, the first petition, I believe, as they indicate, 

was sent to this House in 1973, some five years ago. They 

All are not expecting a lot of reconstruction and paving. 

they are asking is that the road be straightened. And 

there are some people in this House who have had occasion 

from time to time to travel that road. There are some 

vicious turns in it that ought to be straightened out. The 

road is nothing only ballast rock in many places, because 

the top has not been rebuilt on it for. ·years and years on 
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MR. RIDEOUT: end. So their request, 

Mr. Speaker, I wouid say to the House! is v~ry, very 

reasonable. They are not asking for a lot of pavement, 

they are asking that the road be put in some sort of 

half decent shape ~ that some gravel be· placed on the 

top of it so it can be graded and that some of the 

worst turns be taken out of the road so it will be made 

a little safer, that some guardrail be put in -.all very 

reasonable. And they are not expecting that it all be 

done at one time, but they are expecting.- and I think 

rightly so and justifiably so - that some start be made, 

All that was done three or .four years ago was that th~re 

were a few places straightened otit, a little bit of gravel 

_put on here and there, and some bru~h cut away from the 

·side of the road. That needs to be done again now, 

Mr~ Speaker, because the road has worsened since that 

time. 

They also point out in the 

prayer of the petition, Mr. Speaker, and again, rightly so, 

that this road is used by a great deal of heavy traffic . 

Bowaters and private operators are - I suppose twenty-five 

or thirty truckloads of wood a day are hauled over the 

length of the Burlington Road up to the Baie Verte access 

road and on out to Sandy Lake for transportation to the 

Bowaters mill. So in addition to serving the three 

communities, of course, it has the economic impact that 

• 
a lot of people are using it for the transportation of wood 

to the 'mill. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly 

support the prayer of the petition. I do hope that the 

Minister of Transportation will give it 
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Mr. Rideout: the serious consideration. it deserves, that the 

reasonable request, a very reasonable request, no demands, just 

a request that something be done to improve it. They are not even 

asking for payment, and it is a rare day here that you do not get a 

petition here asking for pavement, but they are asking that it be put 

in reasonable shape. I think, that reasonable request ought to be 

given priority by the minister,· and I would hope that he could direct 

his maintenance crews in the area to do something with that road this 

year. 

Mr. Speaker, I table the petition and ask that it 

be referred to the.department to which it relates • 

·r1R. SPEAKER: 

.MR. PECKFORD: 

The han. the Minister of Mines anq Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman who one time represented 

the area of Burlington's-Smith's Harbour-Middle Arm, having been in 

Burlington and Smith's Harbour last weekend,I wish to rise to support 

whole-heartedly the petition just presented so ably by the han. 

member for Baie Verte-White Bay. The highway,in question,is a very· 

important highway now. It is much more important now than it was 

eight or ten years ago. It gained importance because of the fairly 

active amount of woods ~1ork that is now presently going on in the area. 

There is a fairly major sawmill just established there in the last 

six months which is going to be producing around 4.5 million board 

feet of lumber in this present year. And there is also a number of 

woods contractors who are now active in the area for Bowaters, and 

who are going to be escalating their efforts in the next couple of 

weeks and months. There are also several new sawmill operations 

about to begin, and all and_ all therefore from an industrial economic 

point of view the road needs to be kept in fairly good shape to · 

allow transportation of the pulp wood and the lumber product from the 

area for market, primarily to Corner Brook, and also to Central Newfoundland . 

As the hon. member has pointed out it is a very 

reasonable request. The people in the Burlington area are very 

reasonable people. There was a fair amount of work done on the road 

several years on topping the road, and as the han, member pointed out 
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Mr. Peckford: some brush clearing and so on, turns, some of the 

most dangerous curves on the road are on the Burlington end of it, 

near the settlements, as one gets closer the Baie Verte Highway 

the road is straighter. I drove over the road last Friday; and 

the road is not in that bad a shape with the topping, but it is narrow 

in places, there needs to be more brush clearing • 

As far as the part of the prayer of the petition 
. . 

dealing with pavement through the communities I do not know if that is 

really realistic because to do it just for the communities there would 

be very expensive. But some dust control could be used in the 

communities no doubt and would help a lot because the main road runs· 

right through the communities, especially through.Burlington, Middle 

Arm is to a lesser extent, but Burlington especially is very· dusty 

in the Summertime. It is a very reasonable request, _and the area 

has become extremely important over the last number of years economically 

from a woods point of. And I support the prayer of the petition hoping 

that the forces in the area, the maintenance forces in the area can 

at least accede to a number of the requests contained therein to improve, 

to top up the road a bit, and to take out some of the most dangerous 

turns. So I fully support the petition and the hon. member in his 

desire to have it done. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Burgeo-Bay d •·Espoi r. 

MR. SIMMONS: ·Mr. Speaker, it is· my p 1 easure to support the petition 

presented by my colleague from Baie Verte-White Bay, endorsed, signed 

by 280 people in Burlington and Smith's Harbour. know the area 

fairly well having been involved in the educational distrcit 1~hich 

covers those two communities. The Minister of Mines just. told·. us he 

was do~m to Burlington last weekend, he was there, of course, attending 

the official opening of a Canada Horks project, another good federal 

project. I fully expect my colleague from Baie Verte-Hhite Bay (Mr . 

Rideout) if he follows the procedure in this case to write a nasty letter 

to the editor objecting the minister of being in his district, and that 

kind of thing. The fact is we are not so sensitive here, Mr, Speaker, 
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Mr. Simmons: on this side. We are glad that the minister did 

get a chance to get in and see the road. And, perhaps, Mr. Speaker, 

because he knows the condition of the road because he used to be 

the member for that part of the coast, and especially, Mr. Speaker, 

especially, 
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~IR. Sr.1MONS: because it is a tremendous opportunity 

for the Minister of Mines and Energy, through his colleagues in 

Cabinet, to do the people of the Baie Verte Peninsula a service, 

to undo some of the harm he did earlier, ·an opportunity for him 

to be a bit contrite, a bit penetant in compensation for his 

vi'cious poison pen letter to Mr. Dwyer. Perhaps this would be 

an opportunity fnr the minister -

~. SPEAKER: Order, please! I must point out to the 

hon. gentleman that while speaking on the petition, references, 

disagreements of opinion or that bettveen an hon. gentleman 

and the hon. Minister of Mines and Energy would be peripheral 

to the petition and as a matter of fact one can could even 

say irrelevant . 

MR. S L'1UONS : Yes, I meant it Mr. Speaker, to be just a 

passing reference and I thought it a good opportunity for the 

minister to make some amends and to get the road upgraded, the 

road from Burlington· up to the hlghway. It needs to be 

straightened up a bit. It does need some culverts as I 

remember it. It does need to be upgraded. 

MR. NEARY: lfuat is the -

NR. SI~!HONS: They have been the victim of some 

washouts and I hope the minister would be as compassionate as 

he was in the case of the Rattling Brook situation, albeit 

very belatedly compassionate down there. It took two washouts. 

Indeed it took them four days to get dmrn there although he lvas 

tHenty mile's up the road in South Brook over Christmas. But 

he did eventually do something about the Rattling Brook situation 

and to avoid washouts on this road we would hope he and his 

colleagues would do something substantial on that particular road 

too, the Burlington to Baie Verte Highway road, also the road 

between the communities concerned, and also of course the matter 
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~!R. SI:-~ONS: of paving in the communities concerned. 

Now I do not want to hear anything else 

about restraint, Mr. Speaker, because it is a term that is 

dragged in very conveniently. The m~~er for Bonavista 

North (Mr. Cross) today in his announcemtns did not mention 

restraint very much when he was talking about paving roads 

in his district. So I say to the Minister of Transportation 

that he should talk to his colleague behind him and find out 

where he is getting the money and then put some into this 

very worthy· cause here, the paving of the roads in a couple 

of communities, and certainly a worthy cause in Bonavista 

North, Mr. Speaker, it is certainly a worthy cause and a very 

'~orthy cause in Burlington and Smith's Harbour and I hope that 

if restraint is to be-applied it would be applied fairly judiciously 

all over the Province, if restraint is the term for it. 

Hr. Speaker, so much can be said about 

a petition like this because it not only draws attention to a 

very particular local need, it also draws attention to the 

government's overall discriminatory policy insofar as road 

construction and upgrading is concerned. ·And I have mentioned, 

Mr. Speaker, the situation in·Bonavista North and the situation 

in Rattling Brook and Green Bay, and they are very different. 

The treatment they are getting is very different from the people 

of Smith's Harbour a:nd Burlington are g.etting. I only t~i'sh 

the Premier, the leader of the government were here to hear 

this, ~!r. Speaker. Perhaps or. a nice day like today He could 

come up 'nth a gesture that '~ould please everybody. !·Jhy do ,.,e 

not move the House down to the Bally Haly golf course, Hr. Speaker, 

so the Premier can hear this debate on petitions and perhaps 

he Hill do something about the Burlington road. 

1:-!R •• SPEA.'<ER: The han. !Unister of Transportation and 

Conmunications. 
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HR. DOODY: ~!r. Speaker, I •~ould like to rise in support 

of the petition so capably presented by the member for Baie 

Verte - '.fuite Bay (Hr. Rideout) and so ably and responsibly 

supported by the member for Green Bay (Hr. Peckford) ' · I think 

that the request3 in the petition are very reasonable indeed, 

Sir, and I will certainly take the matters referred to in the 

,petition to the attention of the officials of the department 

and hopefully •·!e can accede .rith at least some of the requests 

and hopefully many of the requests that are in the.petition. 

They are certainly not.unreasonable and at any time, particularly 

at this time • 

I should point out ·that it has been 

mentioned here that the restraint is a word we should not mention 

because the member for Bonavista North (l1r. Cross) made an 

announcement today of some consequence to the people of 

Bonavista North. I am delighted to hear that. I did not hear 

the announcement. There was also; Sir, I might mention for 

the sake of members of the House, that there .was a tender call 

in the paper this morning,! noticed, asking for people to tender 
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HR. DOODY: 

on the construct.ion of a r.oad to s.t. Julien's, a community 

on the Northern Peninsula in the district of the Straits, 

I think, a community that has been literally without 

communication for the past twenty some years of 

Confedera~ion. I see no ~artisanship there, Sir. 

I also know there was a tender called in the paper, I think, 

today for constructions of a road to Monkstown . 

believe that that is in part of our district . 

I do not 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. -DOODY: May I have the courtesy, Sir, 

of the same sort of attention that bon. members opposite 

had? 

I simply want to point out-that 

we cannot discard the idea of restraint despite the fact 

that the finance critic on the opposite side of the House 

seems to think that that would be something that he does 

not want to hear about any more~ I simply want to say that 

there are many areas of this Province which have never been 

treated fairly irrespective of their representation, and 

I think that it is time, and I think that we have 

demonstrated by today's paper if nothing else, that we are 

paying attention to some of these areas just as we will try 

to pay s~me attention to the areas mentioned in the petition 

so ably presented here today. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: (Young) 

MR. MORGAN: 

Hear, hear! 

The hon.·the Minister of Tourism. 

Mr. Speaker, if there are no more 

supporters on the petition already being tabled, I would like 

to table another petition. 

MR.· SPEAKER: !efore I recognize the hon. member, 

I would like to welcome on behal~ of all members forty-three 
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MR. SPEAKER: (Young) students from St. Clare's 

High Sc:hool in Carbonear, Grade IX, accompanied b-y- their 

teacher, Mr. Brian Mahoney. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. MORGAN: 

AN RON. MEMBER: 

yesterday . 

MR. MORGAN: 

Hear, hear! 

The bon. the Minister of Tourism. 

(Inaudible) 

This is my third time now. 

He would not give you leave 

I could not.get leave yesterday, 

Mr. Speaker, but I do not need leave today. 

Mr. Speaker, thii petition is 

from 195 residents in the community of Sweet Bay in 

Bonavista South district and the petition is requesting that 

the government consider this year the upgrading of the road 

from Sweet Bay to Charleston, approximately four miles of 

gravel road. Last year the main road to the community of 

Sweet Bay was paved; however, the road.linking Sweet Bay to 

Charleston is an important section of road bec:ause many of 

the residents of Sweet Bay are employed at the fish plant 

operation at Charlesto~; in fac:t, I think last year that 

around s1~ty employees of the Charleston fish plant ·were 

from Sweet Bay, so therefore, the road is important to these 

people who travel back and forth each and every day. Also 

there is the fac:t that it is a very important school bus 

route. All the children have to leave Sweet Bay to travel 

outside that community to attend school. So the request is 

to have the road upgraded this year, hopefully, in preparation 

for paving. Then it would mean that the road from the 

Cabot Highway down to the end of Sweet Bay would be all paved 

based on the fact that the road through Charleston is now 

paved down to the fish plant, and the .main road in the 

community of Sweet Bay was paved last year. 
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MR. MORGAN: So, Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to 

table this petition and to have t~e petition.referred to 

the department to which it relates . 

MR. SPEAKER: (Young) 

Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: 

The hon. the member for 

I rise very briefly to support 

the petition, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of, I would think, 

members on this side, because obviously, it is badly neede~, 

the work referred to by the bon. the minister. But 

particularly do I rise because again, we have a minister of 

the Crown who has demonstrated that he, too, is not prepared 

to take the wise, sage advice of one of his fellows who has 

maintained consistently both publicly and here in this 

House that petitions are a waste of time. Now I doubt very 

much if ~he people of Sweet Bay feel that way, otherwise 

they would not have asked the hon. 'gentleman to present it. 

So we do support the petiti6n and we have nothing but scorn 

for those who abuse the public intelligence by attempting 

to infer that petitions that come before the House are a 

waste of time, because if they are then we should have some 

different methodology, perhaps, to make it more worthwhile 

so that people will not be deceived. 

I am pleased to see that the 

minister has brought in the petition ~bAdly ne~ded too, 
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IlR. J. NOLAN: and a very, very well done 

one and for him to demonstrate that he indicates very clearly 

that he believes petitions do serve a useful purpose and what is 

more that it his· duty to do ·so, a duty which he honored today. 

SO}!E HON. HEKBEF.S: 

'{R • SPEAKER: 

h'est. 

Hear, hear! 

The hon. member for St. John's 

DR. KITCHEN: Xr. Speaker, I rise also to 

support this petition very briefly. The people of Sweet Bay 

certainly need a road •. This was very recently brought to my 

attention too when we had an activity within our party involving 

people having to go to a nearby settlement to cast their vote 

for the Liberal_nominee in the. federal election and they found 

that going to that nearby settlement was a hardship because of 

the rough roads. 

AJ." RON. !1ENBER: So, I said at the earliest 

opportunity I would bring this to the attention of the House 

and I would like to thank the minister for the opportunity of 

giving me to support this petition. Thank you. 

l{R • SPEAKER: 

Transportation and Communications. 

tfR. DOODY: 

The hen. Minister of 

Mr. Speaker, I really feel 

that this is a petition that is very worthy of support and one 

that I will be delighted to bring to the attention of the department 

and I have no doubt that most of the officials in the department 

are probably aware of it by noN I have no doubt that the l'redecessor 

has already advocated the case. Any doubt that I may have had 

about the legiti!mtcy and the urgency of the petition has been 

put to rest by the support of the member for St. John's \"est 

(Dr. Kitchen) · as I can find five Liberals anywhere to go to 

any meetin·g I will be delighted to do everything that I can 

to help . 
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HR. SPEAKER: 

~'R. W .N. RO\o.TE: 

Tape 4110 . m~ - 2 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

The hon. Leader. of the Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, the·Minister of 

Labour and Manpower is not in his seat. I ~~onrler if he is within 

hearing range, Sir, if he would not mind - is he gone? 

AN HmT. HEHSER: 

l1R. S. NEARY: Put it to the ~tlnister of 

Health • 

~ffi. H.N. ROl-lE: Well maybe I can put it to 

the Hinister of Health, Sir, I am concerned - · 

AN HO}! . ~!EMBER: He is coming. 

MR. W. N • ROl-lE: Okay, either he or the 

Minister of Heaith can answer the question. Here he is, Sir, just 

finishing his lunch off now. Hard 1vorking minister, Sir, that is 

the kind o~ ministers we like to see. Luckily he is not 

following the example of his boss • 

~lR. S • NEARY: 

today if he did. 

HR. W.N. ROV1E: 

hard working minister . 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. l·l.N. ROl·1E: 

lfR. HICKl!AH: 

He ~~ould down to Bally Hal v_. 

That is right. He is a 

, A point of order, Hr. Speaker. 

A po:l.nt of order has risen. 

lfuat is this? 

Just to correct the record, 

the hon. gentlemen again are wholly, totally, 100 per cent wrong. 

The hon. the Premier is depPrting at .this moment to keep a 

speaking engagement outside the Province. 

SONE HON. 1-!El·n!ERS: Oh , oh! 

:·!R. W. N • ROlffi : Oh, yes! 

9417 . 
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~·IR. SPEAKER : 

hon. members that the ~ 

HR. S. NEARY: 

HR. SPEAKER: 

Premier or any other member -

M.R •. S • ~lEARY: 

there or what? 

~IR. SPEAKER: 

Tape 4110 

Order, please! 

I should point out to 

\o1here is he now? 

- whereabouts of the hon. 

Is there a salmon river dotm 

- in my opinion is irrelevant 

unless a specific question is based onr it . 

~!R. lV.N. RGWE: 

Premier is, Mr. Speaker • 

:1R. S • NEARY : 

for him. 

HR. W.N. ROlffi: 

The hon. Leader. of· the Opposition. 

l-Ie will ask tomorrow where the 

Yes, we have some good stuff 

It seems very secret. I would 

like to ask a genuine question to the Hinister of Labour and 

Xanpower or the l·{inister of Health -

!11':.. S. NEARY: \o1hen he gets hack. 

HR • tv. N • ROl-lE : • depending on who feels 

like answering it, Sir. _ It,.concerns the lab and X-ray technicians 

and tha fact that they are having these~rotating strikes. And 

as I understand it, Sir, of all groups dealing with our hospitals 

the most potentially harmful, I suppose in terms of health care 

the absence of any group that could he most potentially harmful­

'~ould be the X-ray and lab ' technicians. So would the niinister 

I have one or two stipplementaries for hi~ but first of all 

.vould the minster answer this question: lfuat now is the main 

point or points of dispute between the treasury board and 

the lab and X-ray. technicians? Hhat are the major points 

net~ Hhich both parties are 'at logger-heads on? 

NR. SPEAKER: Hon. minister • 
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~'R. ROUSSEAU : There are two issues, 

Hr. Speaker. one is the issue of .callback or standby duty 

and the other one is the issue of service credits. I do 

not know vhat the details of them are but these are the 

two main headings of dispute, service credits and callback 

or standby pay. 

~m. HN. ROWE: 

HR. SPEAKER: 

HR. H.N •. ROlffi: 

A supplementary, Sir. 

A supplemenaary. 

!{ay I ask either the 

Hinister of Labour and Hanpower or the Hinister of Health, 

Sir, in the event that there is a full-flec'lgerl Halk out, 

a legal strike by this bargaining unit throughout t~e 

Province what measures have been taken by the Hinister of 

Health if any to protect the ~1elfare of the public in 

this field, •this very important field, Hr. Speaker. Have 

any measures been taken to make sure that the jobs 

ordinarily done by the X-ray and lab technicians and 

done very vell can be carried on :In some makeship fashion 

until the strike might be over. 

1)!·1 - 4 

XR.. SPEAKE!.: 

l.ffi. H. COLLINS : 

The hon. ~linister of Health. 

:1r: Speaker, in tent'-" of 

the larger hospitals the act~ons which have been taken so far 
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I·IR.COLLil\S: are not inhibiting too much the question of the 

hospital in terms of servicing the health needs of the people. At 

the larger hospitals there are management people available who 

can take up the slack of the work and in terms of the smaller hospitals 

where management peopie generally"speaking are not in place to be able 

to do this work it can present some problems for us however there is 

always the possibility there of course of referrals from the smaller 

center.s tlie larger centers. 

The question which the hon. leader asked is what 

would happen if everybody goes out on strike. That is a hypothetical 

question but I would say that in terms of the manner in which the workers 

are now withdrawing their services we can live with that for some small 

period of time but if it is continued it will create some difficulties. 

The hospitals always have contingency plans in place, they do in this 

particular case, If all of the .lab and X-ray technicians withdraw their 

services then of course we.will have a bit of a calamity on our hands 

and we will not know what to do with that until the times comes. 

MR. W.ROWE: 

l!R.SPEAKER: 

HR.W.ROWE: 

A supplementary, Sir. 

A supplementary. 

The Minister of Manpower did not seem to know 

the details of the dispute at the moment, he knew generally the stand-by 

and so on. Can the Minister of Health elucidate to the House in an~ 

greater detail what exactly is the problem? One reads news reports but 

one is never sure whether in fact they have zeroed in on the actual problem. 

Can the Minister of Health as the Minister of Health, Sir, and concerned 

about the health of our people, can he tell us what is the problem? What 

is the dispute at the moment? How close are the parties together or how 

far are the parties apart? Exactly what is the situation between the lab 

and X-ray technicians bargaining unit on the one hand and the government's 

Treasury Board on the other? 

HR. SPEAKER: The bon. minister. 

NR. ROUSSEAU: I know the details of the two issues but I do not 
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HR. ROUSSEAU: · think it is in the best interest to make them public. 

Tnere is a difference between what a person receives when they are on 

stand-by or call-back·- how much they get for that~ For example .they 

may not be at -work especially in the smaller cottage hospitals-around 

the Province which have four or less people on staff they get so much 

per year and the larger hospitals they get so much per shift, in the 

ones five-and over. There is some question about how much this should 

be , whether they should all be the same or not, that is one cause without 

being detailed. The other one is the question of service credits, steps 

in the progression of what salaries they sheuld have and the reason why_, 

I do not want to be that-specific in it obviously as I mentioned yesterday 

in reply to a _question from the bon. member for Terr~·Nova GMr.Lush), 

yesterday or Tuesday, I forget which it was, that we are in contact with 

the both parties, we anticipate now that we will be talking to the union 

possibly sometime today or tomorrow. I have met with the negotiating 

officer for unit, Mr. Jim Ryan last week and my deputy also has met with 

Mr. Locking the general manager. We have been talking to Treasury Board 

trying to find some resolve obviously because the two isst,res are t!Ult far 

apart and the union dec1a~d strike action was necessary. There are some 

strong feelings on both sides but what we are attempting to do now in our 

mediation process-the Department of Labour is to find some common ground 

where we can find some compromise between Treasury Board and the Hospital 

Association-on the one side and the union on the other in order to resolve 

the dispute. We anticipate possibly sometime today or tomorrow we will 

. be talking to the union and hopefully by talking to both sides we may 

find that area of what we h!Jpe will be common compromise, that will bring 

about a resolution to the dispute. 

i-IR.W.ROWE: One final supplementary, Sir. 

:!R. SPEAKER: 

~!R.W.ROWE: 

Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

Sir, I disagree with the minister, I am not asking 

the minister to negotiate in public or in,this House naturally and he should 

not do that but what I am asking for is a small amount of detail on what 
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HR.W.ROWE: the present positions of both parties are so that 

the public, I included will know what the relative positions of the 

party are and also be in a position to judge as to who is being reasonable 

or unreasonable in this particular case. The may not have, I understand 

this, he is involved·in hundreds of various negotiations in the run of 

a year, the minister may not have the details of it\ if he does have the 

details of it in his mind now would he please tell us· what the present 

positions are and not what the bargaining or the negotiations .might be 

in the next day or so.but the present positions of each of the parties. 

If he does not have it will he undertake to get himself briefed on the 

matter and give the House some information on it tomorrow? I for one 

would like to know what the present positions of what the three parties 

really are on this matter? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Labour and Manpowe~. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I certainly will. There is obviously, you know, 

a dollar difference bet1'1een them which I know, But 

the reason I do not w~nt to give these specjfic details now is 

we would rather have this proposed meeting that I am suggesting will 

take place which is just a matter of the discussions we have a follow 

through after meetings with Treasury Board, which is the Department 

of Labour's function. Mr. Blanchard may anticipate some time today. 

or tomorrow a meeting and I would want to see what, if any, reaction 

the union would have to any suggestions that might be made by the 

mediator as a result of his meeting with Treasury Board; If that 

·occurs today,! will tomorrow, if it does not occur until tomorrow,! 

Will on Monday give the details as best I can. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the 'member for LaPoile followed by the 

hon. gentleman for Terra Nova. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, have got a ·couple of questions for 

the Minister of Justice, Sir, in connection with that slanderous and 

libelous statement that was suppose to be made by the Premier of this 

Province last night on NBC Television at 6:30 that had to be cancelled. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!·· 

believe that in asking the question these statements 

of opinion which are of an argumentative nature are better left 

out of the question. There may well be a time in which these-matters 

could be debated, but I think they should be left out of the question. 

MR: NEARY: Hell, Mr. Speaker, is it correct, could I ask the minister, 

if it is correct that·the programme had to be cancelled because of 

four cases, incidents of slander and libel, smear tactics and character 

assassination in this statement? Is that why it had to be cancelled? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr, Speaker, .that question certainly would be more 

properly addressed to the hon. the Premier. 

MR. NOLAN: Did a lawyer in the Minister of the Crown's office 

advise. him? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hen. the Minister of Justice. · 

MR. HICKMAN: In any event; Mr. Speaker, why the Newfoundland 

Broadcasting Corporation,bearing in mind their responsibilities -

under the Canadian Broadcast regulations would, if that is correct, 

as the hen. gentleman said is correct, would refuse to carry a 

statement from the hen. the Premier, I would suggest, is a matter 

between the Newfoundland Broadcasting Corporation and the Premier 

and the CRTC. 

. MR; w; .ROWE: Government lawyers involved . 

MR; HICJ<til.AN: Certainly· I would not be in a position nor 

should I comment on why the Premier was not allowed to make factual 

statements to the Province. 

·soME.HON; MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

. . MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker . 

PK ~ 2 

MR; SPEAKER: 

MR; NEARY: 

A supplementary, the hen. the member for LaPoile •. 

Would the hen. minister, Sir, as Minister of Justice 

who gives legal advice to the ministers and to the Premier and to 

the Cro~n, would the minister indicate whether he or any of the 

solicitors in his department looked .over the statement and advised 

the Premier against it in indicating that it was slanderous and libelous? 

.MR; SPEAKER: The hen . the Minister of Justice. 

MR; HICKMAN:. Not to my knowledge, Mr. Speaker. 

MR; NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, a supplementary to him. 

MR; SPEAKER: A supplementary • 

MR; . NEARY: Would the Minister of Justice, Sir, who gives 

advice to the Crown, legal advice, and the Minister of Finance, 

would the minister indicate who was paying for this political telecast? 

~/as it being paid for by the taxpayers of this Province out of the 

Public Treasury or was it being paid for by the Tory Party? 

MR; . SPEAKER: The hen. the Minister of Finance. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, that would appear to be quite'a 

hypothetical question, in view of the fact, that this House has been 

·advised by the hen. the member for LaPoile (.Mr. Neary) that the 

broadcast is not going to take place. And I would assume that the 
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answer to that question -

He booked the time. He could be held libel for it. 

Who bqoked the time? 

You have to pay for it, 

Is there a question? 

What I would suggest is that the hon. the member 

for LaPoile (Mr, Neary) if the rules could be weighed.would.direct 

his question through his colleagues opposite, becau·se they obviously 

know a 11 of the answers, and if they know a 11 of the answers· I cannot 

see any conceivable reason why the time of the House should be 1~asted 

·with this line of questioning •. have .given the House a 11 I know • 

What else can I do? 

·soME HON: MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: 

. MR. SPEAKER: 

MR.NEARY: 

A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker . 

A supplementary. 

Would the minister indicate to the House, Sir, 1~ho 

booked the time, whether it was the government's public relations people 

or the people in the Premier's office or in the Minister of Justice's 

office or in the Minister of Finance's office? Or was 1t officials 

of the Tory Party? Who booked the time? · What arrangement was made 

to pay for - there was a contract,I understand, and the contract,as 

my hon. \riend pointed out~the government could be held to the contract • 

But was it being paid for by the Tory Party if it had gon~ on? What 

arrangement had been made for payment from the Minister's,chest? 

MR. HICKMAN: (Inaudible). 

MR: NEARY: Mr. Speaker, it was - Sir, it .was onl.Y because 

of the legal advice that was given that it did not go on. The 

Premier could. have very easily today found himself in an embarrassing 

position of having a half a dozen or more libel suits slapped on 

fiim • 

·soME.HON; MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 
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~!R. NEARY: The Premier told us some time ago 

he I> as going to take libel action against Xr. Davidson. He 

has not done it yet. He was going to do it immediately and 

up to last night i.t had not been done. 'Now the hon.· Minister 

of Justice looks at me. It has not been done to this day . 

Ten days ago it ·was urgent. 

~!R. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

I am going to ask the hon. gentleman to proceed to a question. 

MR. NEARY: Well if the minister will answer that, Sir, 

I have ·one more supplementary and then that will end it • 

MR. HIC~1AN: Why not ask me the other one now before 

I get up. 

MR. NEARY: Hell I 1Jill ask the hon. gentleman, Sir -

No, l>ell I have to get the answer to that question first before 

I can ask the next question. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

~. HICK!1AN: 

The hon. Minister of Justice. 

I, as I said, have advised the House of 

all the knowledge that I am privy to. But there are t~~ parts 

to the question put by the hon. member for LaPoile (Hr. Neary) 

that I can ans1.;er with absolute. certainty. Number one, the Minister 

of Justice and/or officials in the Department.of Justice, did not 

book, pay for, ti~e for the hen. the Pre~ier on any station, 

television or otherwise, in this Province. Secondly, the sa~e 

answer applies with respect to the Department of Finance. · 

The other comments ~ere more in the line 

of factual information allegedly on the part of the hen. ~ember 

for LaPoile (Hr. Neary), and I certainly cannot ans1.;er these 

and I guess it 1Jill have to rest until the hen. the -

~ffi. NEA.~Y: A supplementary question • 

MR. SPEAKER: 

:·!R. N-EARY : 

A final supplementary. 

~1r. Speaker, would the minister tell the House, 

Sir, if the government has noH hammered out a new policy,· Sir, no1.; adopted 
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~fR. NEARY: a new policy that the head of the administration, 

the Premier, can take to the airwaves in paid political telecasts 

that will be paid for out of the public treasury? Is this the 

ne~~ policy of the ·administration? 

~. HICK!-1AN: No, Mr. Speaker, I can say 1·~ithout consulting 

with my colleagues on this side of the House; I can say that there 

is no policy on the part of this administration, which would in 

any way allow or make it possible for the hen. the Premier to 

make a paid political broadcast, or any other member, and it 

being paid for by public funds. If it is a paid pofitical 

broadcast· it 1rlll be paid for by the Progressive Conservative 

Party of Ne1vfoundland. On the other hand, ·Hr. Speaker, one of 

the onerous responsibilities of the Premier of any province in 

order to meet the insatiable and understandable demands of. the 

people of Ne1vfoundland to have information as to their 1.relfare 

and the conduct of the governrnent'made known to them-

HR. NEARY: 

~-fR, HICKMAN: 

I know about that. 

- is the responsibility of the han. the 

Prenier and ~~hen he discharges that responsibility within the 

course -

:m. .NEARY: lfuy do they not do it here in the House? 

!1R. HIOO!AN: - in his employment, 

!-ffi. NEARY: lfuy was it cancelled then? 

!!F .• HICKMA!'l: Mr. Speaker, you knm~ as I say, if the hen. 

gentleman lvould give notice of a motion to amend the rules so that 

he then can ask his colleagues :hese questions on the other side 

because obviously they are privy to.-

:rn.. m:P.RY: 

r:R.. HICKHAi'l: 

.not a1~are of. 

:1R. llEARY: 

politics . 

Do not be hedging, boy. Do not be hedging. 

- they are privy to informaticn that I am 

It is a good thing you are getting out of 
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But the tenor of the question seems to be, 

that t~e hon. the Premier of this Province, has some very 

factual information that he wanted to make known to the people 

of this Province and that for· some strange reason -· 

}!R. }.."'EARY : 

}IR. SPEAKER: 

(Inaudible) • 

Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. HICKXAN: - for some strange reason, Hr. Speaker, 

this is the tenor of the questioning I get for some reason. 

I suspect that the - unprecedented in the broadcasting and 

television history of this Province, he has been precluded 

from so doing • 

!1R. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, he should be ashamed - ashamed 

to sit where you are • 

Order, please! Order, please! 

I must point out to hon. gentlemen that 

the question period becomes almost impossible to conduct 

sensibly if there are such interruptions from both or either 

sice. 

HR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, have I answered this question 

as well as I can and dispite the interruptions because 

I am sure Your Honour would like me to repeat the concern 

that I am sure is in the breasts of every Newfoundlander, that 

their Premier wanted to bring facts to them last night and 

apparently was precluded from so doing. But as this 

Legislature does not have any jurisdiction over the Canadian 

Broadcasting regulations then I guess that is a matter for 

another forum. 

MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated that that would be the last 

supplementary and there are a number of hen. members, I can only 

infer that they Hish to ask questions on different subject!'<. It 

does not preclude hen. members from coming back to this. I had 

indicated I would recognize the hen. member for Terra Nova 

next, follmving him the hen. member for Trinity - Bay de Verde • 
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XR.. LUSH: Hr. Speaker, I have a question for the 

Minister of Labour and Hanpower. Today on the news media 

an official made some serious allegations against the 

government.. The official had. said that. the government '~as 

guilty of unfair labour practices and that the labour 

relations with the government '~as in a state of chaos • 
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MR. LUSH: The member was referring 

particularly to the nego~iations.as they relate to the 

hospital support workers, and I think his remarks were 

brought about by an incident at Burin in the hospital 

there with the strike situation there, and he finished 

by saying that the government had ~roken off negotiations 

with this group. So I wonder if the minister can comment 

on this - why negotiations were broken off with the hospital 

support workers? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

and Manpower. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

The hon. ~he ~inister of Labour 

Mr. Speaker, I did not hear the 

news broadcast, obviou~ly. I am - you know, surprised, 

I have been meeting with the Fede~ation of Labour and with 

NAPE and with CUPE and everybody else for the past two 

Fridays, which is the only uninterrupted time you appear 

to have for long, detailed discussions. Obviously, every 

labour union has a problem when it comes to the government, 

and management too, for that ma~ter, in certain instances, 

but I would be very surprised if government or the hospital 

association broke off talks, because our job in the 

Department of Labour would be t~ make ·sure that the talks 

continue, because ·no strike or no dispute is going to be 

settled as long as both sides are not talking. I doubt 

very much - it may take a little while with one or the 

other sides to get them back to the table to discuss 

meaningfully again to bring about a conclusion, but, you 

know, if there were a break off in talks which happens, 

by the way from both sides at· any time, the conciliation 

officer is then going to work on both sides to try t9 get 

them back to the table. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Trinity -

Bay de Verde. 
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MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

address a question to the Minister of Fisheries. 

Sir, in view of the fact that 

the minister has telexed the federal Minister of Fisheries 

protesting the issuing of six shrimp licences to Mainland 

firms in beds off the coast of Labrador and Northeastern 

Newfoundland, would the minister indicate to the House, 

Sir, what initiative he has taken himself to insure that 

all the shrimp licences be issued to Labrador and 

Newfoundland firms before the actual ~ecision was made? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of 

Fisheries • 

MR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I indicated to the 

House yesterday that we did support the proposal put forward 

by Fishery Products Limited to establish a shrimp processing 

plant in St. Anthony which would more than likely have 

taken care of at least four, maybe five such licences. 

About the most we could have done woul~ be to have made 

representation supporting their request. At that time they 

were the only Newfoundland company showing any interest in 

developing the processing capability required to handle the 

shrimp recently discovered off the East coast of Labrador. 

That action has been taken and as I said in the telegram 

yesterda¥ 1 it is regrettable that Ottawa saw fitto ignore 

the request of Fishery Products for licences; consequently, 

the plant. that was planned will not be going in there this 

year. 

MR. F. ROWE: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. F. ROWE: 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary. 

Mr. Speaker, would the minister 

indicate whether he has had any correspondence or telephone 

conversations with the federal Minister of Fisheries, 
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MR. F •. ROI~E: Romeo LeBlanc, regarding the 

issuing of shrimp licences in the last say, in the last 

half year - six months or so? 

MR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, we have made 

numerous representations to Ottawa \lith respect to 

licences - I am not sure exactly how many letters or 

telegrams or telephone calls - but certainly I will find 

out and I will be very happy to table correspondence we 

have had with Ottawa, or in fact, for that matter, anybody 

else, concerning the shrimp stocks off .Labrador and the 

issuance of licences to harve~t that stock. 

MR. F. ROWE: . 

MR .. SPEAKER: 

MR. F. RO"E: 

Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. 

A final supplementary~ 

Final? Mr .. Speaker, am I to 

understand that the minister has had correspondence and 

sent telexes to the federal Minister of Fisheries regarding 

the issuing of shrimp licences in this particular instance 

which he referred to yesterday in his telegram?' And would 

the minister, since he was given notice of this yesterday, 

be prepared to table that correspondence and any telexes 

in the House today, Sir? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. W. CARTER: 

The non. the Minister of Fisheries. 

Mr. Speaker, I ~m not prepared to 

table that correspondence today. First of all, our deputy 

minister is on holidays. I do not have time to get the 

correspondence out, but he will have to take my word for it -

MR. F. ROWE: No. 

MR. W. CARTER: - that we have supported every 

way possible the application of Fishery Products Limited 

for shrimp licences to operate a fish processing plant in 

St. Anthony to process the shrimp that is out there to be 

caught and should be caught by Newfoundlanders . 
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MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I ~ish to give 

notice, Sir, that I wish to debat~ this under. Standing 

Order No. 31 (g). 

MR. McNEIL: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for 

Stephenville followed ·by the hon. themember for Burgeo -

Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. McNEIL: Mr. Speaker, my question is for 

the Minister of Finance • 

During the official opening of 

the Bay St. George Community College on April 26th th~ 

minister indicated that he would.look at the proposal of 

Stephenville Development to renovate building No. 360 

for the college. Has the minister had the opportunity to 

view the proposal, and if so, will he support the proposal 

put forward by Stephenville Development? 
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Mr. Hickman: What the hon. gentleman says is required but there 

is some elaboration required as you will recall. Mr. Frederick Stagg, 

~1ho is a very strong conmiunity leader in Stephenville and, as I know 

the hon. gentleman will agree is doing an excellent.job as Chairman 

of the Soard of Governors of the Bay St. George Community College. 

In his address to the very large and enthusastic audience in Stephenville· 

on the night of the official opening he indicated that there is another· 

building in the Harmon· complex which he feels could be converted for 

use by the Bay St. George Community. College and if converted for the 

use intended wou 1 d save the Government of Newfoundland money. · And 

I stated then categorically that if the Board of Governors of the 

Community College of Bay St. George through their .strong Chairman, 

Mr. Frederick Stagg would make his submission to me and that submission 

following examination by the ~fficials in the Department of Finance 

prove beyond reasonable doubt that there was indeed funds to be saved 

by the Prov1nce then he would have a most enthusastic supporter for 

that concept in NeWfoundland. 

Mr. Stagg and his Board have now prepared 

and submitted·a very detailed proposal to me designed to meet that 

challenge. A~d in accordance with my undertaking to the Board and 

"' to the Chairman of the Board, and indeed to the multitude gathered 

there that evening that proposal is now being studied very assiduously 

and very carefully by the accountants and the economists in the 

Department of Finance. And I certainly hope that at the end of their 

study of that proposal that they ·will arrive at the conclusion made 

by Mr. Stagg when he made that very fine address at the official opening 

of the Bay St. George Community College which is another,by the way, 

gem in the Crown of the Progressive Conservative Administration. 

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary , the original questioner. 

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I .am very interested in the remarks of 

the hon. minister. Is the minister saying that the only proposal 

that has been put forward for this development has been the proposal· 

put forward by the Trustees. the Board Trustees. Because from my 
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Mr. MCNEIL: understanding that proposal for this development 

has been submitted to the government well over a year, and the government 

has been sitting on it. Is this the first time that that proposal 

has been put forward? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Finance. 

MR. HICKMAN: I can only say it is the first time that that 

proposal came to the government or to me to my knowledge. Now there 

may have been a proposal to the hon. Minister of Public ~lorks and 

Services, by the hon. Minister of Education, or some other hon. minister 

I do not know. But the proposal that was put to me when I was in 

Stephenville about six weeks ago was,by Mr. Stagg, tJ:lat he advanced 

·the opinion that if this building 

MR. MCNEIL: That proposal was done over a year and a half ago. 

MR. HICK1'1AN: -that if this building, what is the number of it? 

I have forgotten the number of it now. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 360. 

MR; HICKMAN: If Building No. 360. was renovated along 

the lines suggested by the college for use by. the. college ·that it would 

save the Government of Newfoundland money, and I said - which left 

me with the distinct understanding that whatever submissions that come 

into government before dealt with the physical changes and the 

accommodation that this would provide for instruction and for the . 

work of the college. 

The challenge that was thrown out to . 
me in my capacity as Minister of Finance in the hope that I too would 

be very supportive of the idea on the grounds that money would be 

saved. ·So I said if the -

SOME.HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR: HICKMAN: I am being harassed, and I apologize 

to the hon. member for Stephenville (Mr. McNeil) for the behaviour· 

of his colleagues to the right of Mr. Speaker . 

MR. MCNEIL: That is okay. 

MR; HICKMAN: Because obviously he and I are the only two that have 

any real interest in this monumental task. 

AN HON .. MEMBER: Carry on! 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

the question . 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

about the Minister .of -

MR. HICKMAN: 

Tape 4115 PK - 3 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if I may finish answering 

~Jhat about the Minister .of Education? What 

The challenge that was put to me was 

that they could prove that we would save money, and it is along these 

lines that the submission to me was made by Mr. Frederick Stagg on 

behalf of his Board. 

MR. MCNEIL: 

start this Summer? 

MR. HICKMAN: 

SOME HQN; MEMBERS: 

Can we take it then that construction will 

You can take it from me -

Oh, oh! 

9436 



• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

•• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1978 Tape 4116 IB-1 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. NOLAN: You are not in court just to place final -

MR .. HICKMAN: The· hon. gentleman -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

AN HON. MEMBER: suppose we wi 11 start somewhere (inaudible). 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, you know, life is not worth living 

if one is going to be harassed like I am being harassed right now 

particularly from hon. members on this side of the House. May I 

conclude my answer, Mr. Speaker, by saying and repeating that the 

appropriate officials in the Department of Finance are very assiduously 

studying the proposal of Mr. Stagg . 

MR. PECKFORD: No, no, no. That is not right. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear,.hear~ 

MR. SIMMONS: Well, Mr. Speaker, if the Minister of Justice so 

enj!)yS answering questions let him answer this one, Mr. Speaker. 

Let him give as 1 ong an answer as he wants but factual. Mr. Speaker, 

we have been given to understand for a number of years now that this 

administration wo.uld very much like to have Mr. John C. Doyle back 
. . 

in the Province to face fraud charges in connection with the operation 

of the Labrador Linerboard Mill. It is my understanding that notwithstanding 

the government's stated ·eagerness to have him back in the Pro vi nee 

it is my understanding that up until a month ago this Province, the 

government of this Province, had not made any request to Ottawa to 

have Mr. Doyle extradited to face charges here. Is that correct? 

MR. HICKMAN: I can tell the House that the hon. gentleman's 

understanding is incorrect . 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary: 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, perhaps the minister·could elaborate a 

little more because one of his colleagues .in Cabinet, namely the 

Minister of Transportation has given the contrary impression to 

the press a month or so ago. And if that is not correct would the 

minister indicate when that request was made and what the result 

of the request has been . 
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The hon. minister. 

That was a question by the way. 

Since my name has been menti"oned on this thing. 

MR. SIMMONS: I mentioned Doyle's. Can he answer the question too? 

MR. HICKMAN: - the press if it was true that the only thing that 

was necessary to bring Mr. Doyle_ back to Newfoundland was that the 

Government of Newfoundland make the necessary request to Ottawa. 

said at that time that I was not aware that this was the case. 

would check it out with officials in the Department of Justice . 

Certainly if the only thing that was keeping Mr. Doyle from returning 

to Newfoundland was an official invitation from_ this Province I would 

bi only too happy to extend such an invitation on behalf of the people. 

That is exactly the answer that I gave at that time and that is the 

answer as I ·understand it. If he wants to come home we would be 

delighted to see him. We would put him up with free board and lodging 

indefinitely. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I understood the Minister of Justice 

intended to ans~1er the question. He does not want to answer the 

question? See what I mean. 

MR. HICKMAN: Motion 10 . 

Motion, the hon. the Minister of Finance, to 

introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Liquor Corporation Act, 1973", 

carried. (Bill No. 60) 
j 

On motion bill no. 60 read a first time, ordered 

read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. HICKMAN: Motion 11. 

Motion, the hon. the Minister of Social Services, 

to introduce a bill, "An Act To Provide For The Registration Of 

Qualified Social Workers", carried. (Bill No. 61) 

On motion bill no. 61 read a first time, ordered 

read a second time on tomorrow . 
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MR. HICKMAN: Motion 12. 

Motion, the hon. Minister of Consumer Affairs 

and Environment, to introduce a bill, "An Act To Facilitate Metric 

Conversion", carried. (Bill No. 62) 

On motion bill no. 62 read a first time, ordered 

read a second time ·on tomorro~1 . 

MR. HICKMAN: Motion 13. 

Motion, the hon. Mi.nister of Forestry And Agriculture, 

to introduce a bill, "An Act Respecting The Protection Of Plants 

And The Prevention Of The Spread Of Pests And Diseases Destructive 

To Vegetation';_ carried • {-Bill No. 55) 

On motion Bill No. 55 read a fi~st time, ordered. 

read a second time on tomorrow •. 
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Motion, the hon. the Minister of Forestry and 

Agriculture to introduce a bill, "An Act Respecting The Protection Of 

Animals," c.1rried. (Bill No. 63). 

On motion; Bill No.· 63 read a f~rst time 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

HR. HICK? !AN: !1otion 15 • 

~!otion, the hon. the President of the 

·Treasury Board to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The l~ar 

Service (Pensions) Act, 1975," (Bill no. 59). 

On motion, B_ill No. 59 read a first time, 

Ordered read a second time on tomorrow • 

XR. HICKHAN: Order 1. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order 1, the adjourned debate on the 

sub-amendment to the Address in. Reply • 

The hon. member for Baie Verte - lfuite Bay. 

~IR. RIDEOUT: ~~. Speaker, it has been two or three 

weeks ago, I believe, since we were on this particular order, 

the time we had the Thursday morning massacre. So it has been 

a long time since we had the sub-amendment. I am not even sure 

what it says now. 

MR. SU~lONS: Let the record show that it was the 

Premier <Jho got massacred • 

~~-. RIDEOUT: I remember that I ~ade a few brief 

introductory remarks that day, ~~. Speaker, so I want to get 

into ·the meat of the subject this afternoon. If I remember 

correctly we put down a sub-amendment at that time, Sir, 

detailing some of the areas where we thought the government 

had fallen such as; record· unemployment, the cost of electricity, 

the cost o·f living, fishery policy, development of the Lo1~er 

Churchill, the Nordsea proposal, the re-opening of the Linerboard 

mill at Stephenville, occupational health and safety legislation 

and covering full disclosure of all election _expenses and 

donations. I believe I dealt with one or two of those in the little 
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~fr. Rideout. 

while I t~as speaking the other day, ·but there are some 

of them that I do want to have a few more words to say 

on, Hr. Speaker, before I clue up my remarks. Before I do 

that though there are a few, since we are speaking in the 

Address in Reply to the Speech from the Throne, there are 

a few district problems that I want to bring to the attention 

of the Tiouse. It seems, Mr. Speaker, that you can do this 

year after year and it is customary, I understand, in the 

Address in Reply for members to make what is commonly referred 

to as a district speech when you bring the problems of your 

district before the House of Assembly, air them so that 

the government, even though they are aware of them, can become 

aware once again, and will hopefully do something about them • 

l'r. Speaker, it would give·me .great pleasure if I could stand 

here today and say that all the problems of my district t~at 

I referred to in the Address in Reply last year or even half 

of them or even a quarter of them _th~t some solution had been 

sought to them, some attention had been paid to them by the 

government of this Province. But, Mr. Speaker, for the 

third year in a row speaking in the Address in Reply debate,, 

I have no choice but to say that there has been no effort whatsoever 

on.the part of this government to deal with the problems that 

I have outlined three years successively now, three years in 

succession, faced by the people in the district of Baie Verte -

~!bite Bay. If I could stand here and say that the government 

had made some progress, then I would be glad to do that. I would 

be glad, Sir, to give credit where credit is due. 

But as I said last year anq I said the 

year before and I will say again this year, it seems to me that 

decisions made by this government are in the main based on 

political expediency and not on sharing the wealth philosophy 

that they should prevail when it comes to decision making in this 

Province. I have outlined year after year community by community, 

right from Roddic~'.ton in the North to LaScie in the South, I have 
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}!r. F.ideout. 

outlined· the problems facing that district three years in 

a row here under .this particular motion, the Address in 

Reply. ~~d I have seen no progress, Mr. Speaker, whatsoever, 

absolutely none. I see the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing walking down. I am not aware of any progress 

in the field of the development of municipal services 

although I .have talked about-it for three years in a row 

in this particular debate. I remember saying, t~hen I came 

into this House first, that certain consulting engineering 

firms in this Province ought to be hauled over the coals 

by the Minister of Municipal Affairs. And, of course, the 

minister agreed with me. 

HR. J. CARTER: 

~'P.. RIDEOUT : 

see any evidence of it. 

Y:P .• J. CAP.TEP.: 

~'R. RIDEOUT: 

one of them? They 

Some of them are • 

Well maybe they are, but we do not 

In the courts. 

In the courts, that is good .. Is Gorman Butler 
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!·JR. RIDEOUT: 

o~gilt to be if they ·are not. They are are they? Good, The Minister 

agreed with me then and apparently ne still agrees because he has 

taken some concrete action in that dirrection and I say bravo for the 

Hinister. The last time I mentioned it, Mr. Speaker, the member from 

}!ou."lt Pearl (Mr, Windsor) viciously jumped to his feet and ran do1-m 

my throat for having such audacity as to even question the consulting 

eng~neers, so we know now who the defender of the consulting engineers 

is. I am not lumping them all into one basket .iust ·as you would not 

lUmp teachers into one basket or lump lawyers into one basket, Those 

who have done t¥rong, Hr, Speaker, deserve to be pWlished and there 

are commWlities in my district, Hr. Speaker, that ought to have water 

flowing through pipes years and years ago, where barrels and barrels 

of money have been spent and there has yet to be a drop of water go 

through that system. The Hinister is fully aware of the problem in 

Coachman's Cove for example, where almost a half a million dollars, 

Xr, Speaker, has been ;>ut in the ground and you itave yet to get one 

glass of water run through those pipes, It is not the fault of the 

people of Coachman 1 s Cove !1r, Speaker, it is certainly not their · 

fault, Gorman and Butler was the consulting engineer. They are the 

ones who are suffering, those people and the province because the 

province is not getting any return yet on toe money that they have 

invested in Coachman's Cove and obviously cannot expect any Wltil 

the system is working. Mr. Speaker, Gorman and Butler "'ere the 

consulting engineers, Gorman and Butler ~ere the professional people, 

they ought to have known whether the system could work or whether it 

could not, in fact, they ought to be responsible,. I 1vould say to the 

l-iinister, to be forced in there when a half a million dollars is 

spent to make sure that that system works. Pardon? 

AN .RON, HEMBER: We payed enough for it • 

MR. RIDEOUT: We payed enough for it, that is right. 
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}:R. RIDEOUT: They get something like twenty percent 

off the top, I understand, or something close to that. 

AN HON. l1E..'1BER: 

HR. RIDEOUT: 

Seven percent to twenty five percent. 

There you are, I guess they are close 

to the top. The other thing, l1r. Speaker, about the 1-1hole matter of 

communities t~ho have gotten in trouble by the actions of consulting 

engineers'in this province. The other, pardon, 

AN RON. }!EMBER: (inaudible) 

l1R. RIDEOUT: Oh yes, there is half a dozen I know but 

I will just keep to those. The other thing is Mr. Speaker is where the 

- I do not know if it is on the advise of the professional staff the 

engineering staff of the Department of Hunicipal Affairs or not but 

where they continue to pour money into a system when they know that 

there is no chance of that system working. Again I will use the ,example 

of Coachman's Cove; they went into Coachman's Cove tdth the advise of 

Gorman and Butler and built a dam across a brook that runs right along 

by the side of the road, that I would suzgest to the Minister is 

probably contaminated anyway, but one thing that I do know for sure that 

there is not enough water backs up behing that dam in July and August and 

September to supply the community of Coachman 1 s Cove and any fool can go 

dot~ there in the middle of summer and see that, Mr. Speaker. I know it, 

I drive out there alnost every other day, it is close by where I live • 

People from Coachman's Cove know it and the department knows it but 

tvhat did they do last Stmllller, they spent another $50,000. dollars on 

· the same system in by the dam trying to get the system working in­

stead of getting somebody to go in there that have some sort of click 

in their head and rearranging or finding a new source. There are 

dozens of new sources available. It is ,going to take some money to 

them but Hr. Speaker, as I said, there is a half million dollars in 
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~IR. RIDEOUT: the ground now so you may as ~~ell invest 

another few thousand dollars to get the system ~~orking. If you are 

going to do that Hr. Spe{lker, for'good:less sake have the good sense 
. . 

to mak~ ·sure that the system is going to work when you are finished 

with it, not like the.$50,000. that was spent there last S\llliller, I 

, would say to the :-linister another $50,000. wasted on top of the 

$310,000. that already 1~ent down the drain or that is. down the drain 

yet, hopefully it can be selvaged, hopefully something can be done 

with it. So it should be a priority, Ur. Speaker, in the 1-!inisters 

department to en~age some reptible engineering firms, some reptible 

consulting firms and send them down to those places who have just 

as much right to expe~t a good water and sewer system as does any 

other community in the province, but who also need the professional 

expertees if it going to be done properly. So I do hope. that the 

Minister, this is not being critical of the Minister, but I hope that 

he will take that advise and do it • 
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!lR. RIDEOUT: • :tr. Speaker, the same can be said of dozens of other communities. lve 

have to look at some •:!ifferent method of provicling an adequate Hater 

system in a lot of our smaller communities than those million c:lollar 

Cadillac systems. I think the Hinister would do well if he 1JOuld look at 

• alternatives. ~'.aybe an artesian well system properly hooked up ~ight be 

the ans1ver. l1aybe some method of running pipes on top of the ground 

with the proper insulation on them would be the answer. But, something 

has .to be done where we can provide an adequate 1Jater system to our 

• s~aller communities but at the same time not having it cost $1,000,000 

• or $1,500,000 because, l·<.r. Speaker, once it is in. there· those communities 

cannot even generate from their Olm resources enour,h revenue to maintain 

the system let alone pay off the capital debt. So, 1Je have to come to 

• grips 1dth the problem, Hr. Speaker, and I 1·10uld hope that the !"inister 

does something about it and <'.oes soll'.ething tangible so that we can see it. 

l1r. Speaker, in my remarks a couple of 1Jeeks 

ago 1 made reference to the economic situation facing the communities in 

• the n·orthem portion of my riding, particularly Roddickton area. At 

that time I told the House· that the Town Council of Roddickton had been 

so concerned about the economic situation of that town, ~rought about by 

the closedo1m of Labrador Linerboard - !'eople might think that funny but •• • there ~ras a lot more than the Stephenville and Goose :!layr~appy Valley area 

hit by the closedmm of Labrador Linerboard and Roddickton happened to be 

one of the hardest hit on the ~orthem Peninsula because the Canada Tiay 

Lumber Company IJhich has a sawlog operation now finds that it cannot 

• continue to operate unless it has some market to sell its pulpwood and 

the 'problem that exists is the transportation cost from ?.oddickton to 

Comer Brook. we have made effort after effort - and I am sorry the 

:!inister of Forestry is not in his seat today but he lvas here ~Jhen I 

• mentioned it before, I believe - \ve have made continuous efforts to try 

to convince the Government that they would be money in if they would 

come up with some sort of transportation subsidy to transport wood up 
: 

• 
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:·ffi. !U!)EQUT: the ~orthern Peninsula to the paper mill 

in Corner Brook. ~ow, ~1e are not talking very much money, }~r. Speaker. 

lve know for a fact that Bo~~aters Hould be quite prepared to take 30,000 

cords of wood off the Northern Peninsula. l~e kn01~ that. T.~ey have told 

us; guaranteed us that they would be delighted to take it. hTc know 

that there is no problem l~ith the private operators in cutting it but we 

also know that with the price per cord that Bowaters will offer and 

of course they will not offer anymore further down the Northern Peninsula 

than they will offer up arotmd Corner Brook - Th~y are going to pay the 

same price for their Hood, try to get it as cheap as they can, that is 

understandable - But the price per coi:d that they .ar~ offering 

it is not economically feasible to transport that wood from Roddickton 

to Corner Brook, and that is the Hhole problem. !\'e have proposed that 

the C~vernment initiate some sort of transportation subsidy so thAt it 

will be feasible to ·do it but you may be talking about tl·renty-five or 

fifty cents a cord, I believe.· Spread over 3!'1, !100 cords, as you l<.nO\·!, 

Sir, it is not a great deal of money but it l~ould mean that the 2,500 

people living in Roddickton l~ould have a livelihood or a r.>.eans of making 

a living for themselves and their families. It ~1ould mean the same 

thing for Hain 3rook which is not in my riding but in the district of 

my colleague, the member for the Straits of Belle Isle (!·!r. Roberts) . 

It Hould mean that people in ConchP. ,Englee, Boy<:\ Arm, all those people 

who are so dependent on the Forestry, ~!r. Speaker, "'ould have a chance 

to survive. ~ey would not be dependent on the Government as many of 

them are nat• and many more of them Hill be, Mr. Speaker, whe!". their 

unenqiloyment insurance rtms out in a fel~ months time because there is 

no fishery whatsoever worth talking about in Roddickton, never was, 

anrl I rlo not· know if there ever tdll be. Roddick ton is too far in the 

bay, it is too far to get. out for fishermen to make it commercially 

viable. So, ;'..oddicktort is totally on the l~oods operations, Hr. Speaker, 

and unless so~ething is done, unless the r.overnment takes some action 
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:-m. !UDE01.1T: to alleviate the situation c!olm there 

you are going to have an economically dead tolm on your hands, and the 

C'.overnment ought to knolJ that for the sake of $15,000 the 

transportation subsidy would be, I think the Government would be in 

money if they would give some thought to instituting that type of 

policy. He have not heard any response from the l·!inister of Fores,try 

and Agriculture on it yet, yet. I believe it was in January that '"e 

first made the presentation to him, 

So, Hr. Speaker, time is running out . 
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l-!R. RIDEOUT: If Labrador Linerboard gets back .an 

therails, well, then the subsidization program could be 

done away with again, but in the meantime, Sir, in the interim, 

the livelihood.of 2,500 people in Roddickton that I know of, 

and I cannot speak for the other communities around like 

Main Brook and Conche because I am not so familiar with them -

they are not in my disttict - but the livelihood of that 

particular c~mmunity and a half dozen others around is at 

stake, Sir, and the government so far is doing nothing to 

assist them even though the community made such reasonable 

proposals - an excellent brief they presented to the ::-,inister 

when he was d·own there to listen to it a-nd nothing has happened 

since. Mr. Speaker, in the area of fisheries I am disappointed 

in the Minister of.Fisheries in some ways, especially as far 

as the fisheries go in Englee. You would think, llr. Speaker, 

that Englee did not exist as far as ·this _!linister of Fisheries 

is concerned. Now, he goes to La Scie and I am delighted 

with that - a great fishing community it is and will continue 

to be, but that .is one ~nd of it. The other end of it 

a similar situation exists and that is in Englee, and I do 

not know if the Minister of Fisheries has ever been in 

~nglee since he used to be the Liberal member for the old 

White Bay seat - I do not suppose he has; but he has come 

close to it, Mr. Speaker, h~ has come as far as ilum Point, 

but you got to drive over 52 miles of dirt road to get from 

Plum Point to Englee . 

A;.! HON. :·!E:·InER: 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

And Englee -

Whose district is Plum.Point? 

Plum Point is in the Minister of 

Forestry and Agriculture's district, I believe, or pretty 

close to the strip there between himself and Roberts. Anyway, 

Mr. Speaker, Englee is one of the nost thriving fishing 

communities along the northeast coast but it needs some help 
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:IR. RIDEOUT: it needs some assistance. The com?any 

that operates the"fish plant down there have done a marvellous 

job in many cases, but, Mr. Speaker, the fish plant that is 

in Englee, I have not go~ a clue ~ow old it .is b~~ it must be 

at least forty years old, it is a very old, run-down operation, 

and the niracle of it all is that the company - the Lake Group -

have been able to keep it going. That is the real miracle 

of it a~l, and with Englee then one of the most striving 

fishing communities on the northeast coast I simply cannot 

I 
understand why the Minister of Fisheries, having gone everywhere 

around the Province to talk to the fishermen and to seek their 

advice and th6se great numbers of meetings last year and the 

year before, how the Minister of Fisheries could overlook 

Englee. I just do not understand it. I asked him to come 

to Englee. I asked him here in this House how come he has not 

gone to Englee. I do not know if he has got anything against 

the community - I do not kno~~ ~rhat the problem is, but I do 

know that since he has been ~inister of Fisheries he has yet 

to go in there -

~R. W. CARTER: There are at least a half dozen 

other places I have not been to in the Province. 

l1R. RIDE OUT.: Well, are they as striving and 

important a fishi~g co~munity as -

HR. H. CARTE:t: ~:o. 

i-!R. RIDEOUT: Well, how come the Minister has not 

been there? Because of what? I mean.the Minister went on 

a great, a great campaign,I suppose you could call it, around 

the PTovince last year and the year before visiting Gll the 

mRjor fishing centres, and rightly so, I think he did the 

right thing but the Minister should visit them all. Certainly 

he has had time. now. He has been Minister of Fisheries for 

three years . 
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You would need three twin brothers • 

You would not need three - not to 

pick out the ~ajor centr•s, Mr. S~eaker, like Twillingate 

and La Scie and St. Anthony and, you know, all those places 

around where you have the major fishing centres of the 

Pr~vince and major processing centres in the Province. The 

Minister would not need three twin brothers to go around and 

do the likes ~f that, but I suggest to him that he should 

do it because. I think the government has a· role to play in 

the development of the fishery in the Englee area and I am 

afraid that unless - if you leave it a~l; Mr. Speaker, to the 

initiative of the company, you know, I think we got to be 

in there pushing them to further develop the fishery in the 

Englee area and I am disappointed - totally disappointed -

that the Minister has not seen fit to visit that fishing 

community yet where there is a couple of thousand people 

dependent totally on the fishery. It is the nub of the 

fishery along the northeast coast from St. Anthony up and in 

between La Scie - one of the most important fishing centres 

on the northeait coast. But the Minister of Fisheries has 

been flirting around to hither and yon and has yet to see fit 

to dart in to Englee so he can see the problems 'facing the 

fish6ry down there. I have mentioned them in this House 

on numerous occasions. I have done so aBain today. I 

would hope that if the Minister is going to continue, .Ur . 

Speaker, if the Hinister is going to continue ~is trips around 

the Province this year I would beg him to put r.nglee on his 

itinerary. I would hope that he could put En3lee on his 

schedule and get in there sometim~ or other before he is 

finished his job as Minister of Fisheries. !!r. Speaker, I 

do not want to belabor the subject but I want to make brief 

menti0n before I finish again of the road. situation 
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~IR. RI")EOUT: on the Baie Verte Peninsula. If there 

is anything that I have talked about enough that hon. mere!:lers should be 

sick of it in this House it is the problem that faces people on the 

Saie '!erte Peninsula t~ith rP-gard to road reconstruction and pavinr,. 

)lot·/, t·le are finally, I suppose, going to get some ,work done. Oh, yes, 

the former ~·!inister of Transportation committed himself and then tried 

to back off but the present ~1inister has comr.d ttect - and the present 

~lin is ter has not beeri doing any backing off, I must say that for him. 

He made his commitment and it appears as if he is going to live by it . 

'1ow, I agree with him trying to get some sort of help from Ot tat-~ a 

because it is a major problem. In fact, the road-frpm Baie Verte on to 

Coachman's Cove and Fleur-de-Lys is the finish of Highway 410 tvhich was 

done under :'P.EE anyt~ay, so it does not finish at Advocate !-lines, it 

finishes at Fleur-de-Lys sixteen miles further dotm the road. So, it 

should have been done under the original t:'P.EE agreement, tvhosever oversight 

that was I do not know, but all I l:.."".ow, it was not done. So, I think 

it is right and proper for him to seek some assistance from the Federal 

('.overnment and I am very pleased to learn from the !-linister that he 

expects to have some sort o:f agreement signed with them in t!1e next week 

or so. 

The other thing is, !·!r. Speaker, tle have 

to look at the major upgrading programme of every road on the Baie Verte 

Peninsula. I think the sooner that the Hinister - ~nd I arn glad the 

!':inister is nodding his head because the sooner that is accepted by 

Government, the better. Notl, nobody expects that it can be done in a 

two or three year period, it may be five or six year period, hut t<e 

have to accept the responsibility that something has to be done because 

it has a problem that is unique, I Hould suggest, to any other part of 

the Province and that is where you have - Nobody in his right mind 

anymore is going to even attempt, l'!r. Spea'<er, to suggest that asbestos 

dust is not a problem. It is a problem. It has been proven beyond any 
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~-ffi. RIDEOUT: doubt and ,.,e have the means to control it 

to some extent. You mig~t never make it perfect, you might never make 

the mining operation p_erfect but our goal 01.1ght to be to. make it as 

technologically safe as-possible. That is all anybody has been saying. 

That is all I have been saying for the past three years and it is all 

I -Hill continue to say. You cannot do the impossible but '·re ought to do 

'what we can do within the technological capabilities that we have. I 

think, if I·Te do that then people are not going to be disappointed. But 

the road situation on the Ilaie Verte Peninsula has to be faced. I am 

hopeful that somet~ing Hill be started this year and that progress trlll 

be made. If we can get some sort of agreement with· the Federal 

Government then that ~nll be great. But, that aside, it is the Province 

that is responsible for roads anc the Province has to accept that 

responsibility. If we can get some help from the Feris, like I say, 

fine., but we cannot say <.re cannot do it because the Federal Government 

would not participate. It is not their jurisdiction anyway. Hhether 

they participate, or not, the Province has to get in there and tacl~le 

'the problem. 

llr. Speaker, I want to say _one quick word 

on t!"te spruce budworm situation before I sit do1m. I think it was 

adequately debated in this Rouse the other tiay, but there is something 

which has come to my attention recently that bothers me about the 

attitudes of the companies. I am talking basically about Bmvaters 

because that i3 th~ cne I know best. They operate on the Baie Verte 

Peninsula portion of my district. The thine that bother~ me about those 

companies Has brought to my at tendon a fe1-1 days ago. He have fishermen 

e;oing in the ~:oods, !~r. Speaker, cutting t•renty-five or thirtv wharf 

sticks to repair their •.rharves and so on, going home and coming back 

the· neY.t tr.Orning to find that the Botvaters truck has heen around and 

picked up the logs and carted them off to Sandy or •:herever they chop 

them up into smaller pieces for pulp1.rood. How, if this is the company, · 
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:!F.. RIDEOUT: l·lr .• Speaker, that is so concerned about 

the spruce budworm infestation and if t~is is the co~any that is 

suggesting to the Government that. the only _answer is to. spray, then is 

this company looking at other alternative methods. Bm·Taters have not 

harvested very much troo~. -·.=ell, they ••ere gone for ten or twelve years 

off the Baie Verte Peninsula, this last four or five years they have 

been coming back mostly through private operators but they do operate 

one camp on the Baie Verte r,oad themselves - If they had treated the 

forest rirht' on the Baie Verte Peninsula a lot of this over-mature 

timber would have been cut • .' rpe particular area I am talking about, 

for example, is 28 Ridge off Fleur-de-Lys Road 
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MR. RIDEOUT: 

which has not seen a Bowater nose except to pick those logs, I suppose, 

in ten or twelve years since the old camp was closed down on 28 Ridge . 

There have been some private operators there on Crown land but on 

Bowaters land Bowaters has not been there. themselves probably for the 

last ten or twelve years. Yet you will get a poor old fisherman 

who will go to the forestry officer, and I blame part of the. problem 

on the Department of Forestry too, Mr. Speaker because if I go to the 

Department of Forestry and ask for a permit to .cut and .they ask me where 

I am going to cut and I tell them they should be if they know anything 

about their job at all, they should be able to tell me whether that 

is Crown land, Bowaters land or Reid land, whoever in heavens name 

might own the land. But anyway that is beside the point. They · 

will give people and have given - .I have had three cases now where 

they have given people a Crown permit to cut and Bowaters found out 

that it was on their land. And when 100 or a couple of hundred logs 

had been cut along comes Bowaters with their truck after the men have 

gone home in twa· of the three cases and carted off the timber.· 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if that is the way a company that 

is so concerned about the spruce budworm investation is going to act 

then I would have second thoughts about that company because, as 

said to Your Honour and as I am saying to this House they have 

not harvested on 28 Ridge and there may be 10,000 28 Ridges around 

this Province as far as I know. But they have not harvested on 

28 Ridge in ten or twelve years. The timber is old. It is over 

matured. It is infested with the spruce budworm. And what is the 

company's answer to the whole problem? If a fisherman wants to go 

cut a few wharf sticks or cut a few logs to build a piece on his 

house, when he gets them cut down take them away from him. 

Now r·know it is their land. I am not making a 

legal argument. I am making a moral argument, Mr. Speaker, that if 

this company is concerned about the infestation of•the spruce budworm 

in this Province then should they not have developed and should they 

not.develop now some particular policy on their own timber blocks 
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MR. RIDEOUT: 

where they will allow the ordinary individual to cut and if they 

have no plans to cut there immediately. Why not allow the ordinary 

individual, give him a permit if they want to, to come in and cut a 

few of those logs off. You know if a lot of people - it may not be 

the overall answer to the problem but I think it would be a show 

of good faith on the part of the companies rather than coming around 

almost like thieves in the night and swiping, not swiping just taking 

their own, but swiping the labour certainly of those particular 

individuals and m~rching off with it and the poor fellow goes back 

in the woods the next morning and finds there is not a log left that 

he had cut two or three days previ-ously. I do not _think it is good enough 

on the part of Bowaters. I do not know if Price does it or not. If 

·they do then I think they are equally as guilty . 

I would hope that the Minister of Forestry although 

he is not in his seat today - I know his officials are aware of it 

because I have certainly-brought it to their attention and I would 

hope tha·t they would take it up with those companies, Mr. Speaker, 

take it up with them and put it to them. If you have infested timber 

on your blocks, on your timber claims and that if you cannot cut it · 

and there are residents who want to cut it for their own use or 

even for sawmilling, Mr. Speaker :maybe some residents might want 

to set up a sawmill operation on Bowaters block and if it is in an 

infested areas why cannot they be encouraged to do so rather than let 

the timber rot on the stump. !believe, and I can only speak as I 

find, I believe, Mr. Speaker, that this particular company, Bowaters 

would rather let their timber rot on the stump, that ·is ~1hat it appears, 

they would rather let their timber rot on the stump than allow 

local residents to· cut it for their own use. And I think that is a 

sad state of affairs. I do not think the government should allow 

it to continue. I think they ought to use their influence as a 

goVernment._ Maybe the government should try to get some more 

exchange blocks with Bowaters. They certainly need it on the Baie 
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MR. RIDEOUT: 

Verte Peninsula because they are running out of Crown timber rights . 

You know Bowaters has a lot of it tied up and they are not cutting 

it themselves. 

MR. WELLS: (Inaudible} 

MR. RIDEOUT: Yes well unless you go get a permit from the company 

they take it too. You know you will go and cut your logs, if you 

go get a permit from them oka:y. But if you go to the Department 

of Forestry and get a Crown permit and you think you are on Crown 

land, Forestry thinks you are on Crown land - this has happened in 

three cases - and they go and cut a couple of hundred logs and 

Bowaters carne out and take it. And they have don~ it. They have 

done it this Hinter in three particular cases in my district. 

MR. WELLS: Not a good spirit. 

MR. RIDEOUT: No it is not a good spirit. And another problem, 

Mr. Speaker, their claims are not adequately mark. You can drfve 

the Fleur de Lys Road and you are told by Bowaters that going 

down to Fleur de Lys all the land on the right belongs to Bowaters 

but you do not see any signs saying Bowaters Timber Land, you are 

not allowed to cut. No such thing as that. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Has it ever been surveyed? 

MR. RIDEOUT: I do not know if it has ever been surveyed . 
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~·r. Rideout. 

But yet those people·will come and take the timber after 

you cut it. I think it is a desperate state of affairs, and 

I think the government should take it under advisement, 

Mr. Speaker, and attempt to do something about it. 

Now, Ur. Speaker, I think that basically 

brings to a close the remarks that I wanted to make in the 

Address in Reply on the sub-amendment that I put down. I 

will just close by saying that I do hope that the Minister 

of Justice gets his Oscar. He was making the theatrical 

presentation again today. He does it very well. He did 

it very well during the presentation of his budget. I made 

some reference to it in the few remarks that I made a couple 

of weeks ago. And I do hope that before this session is over 

the Hinister of Justice gets his Oscar, because he certainly 

deserves it. Thank you, Hr. Speaker • 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

M-F • 1-1. CARTER: 

SOME HON. ~!n-ffiERS : 

~IlL W. CARTER: 

Hear, hear! 

The han. Minister of Fisheries. 

Mr. Speaker -

Hear, hear! 

it seems a .long time since the House 

opened and the Throne Speech was read. Two of o~r distinguished 

members had the distinction of moving and seconding the 

Address in Reply, and I want, Hr. Speaker, at the outset to 

extend to both han. members, the member for Ferryland district 

(r'r. Power) and for N~skaupi (Mr. Goudie) my sincere congratulations 

on two excellent speeches, excellent in content and equally 

excellent in delivery. Both hori. members, Mr. Speaker, are 

distinguishing themselves in the House, and I am sure that 

viet~s put forward in' their speeches reflect pretty well the 

feelings and the hopes and aspirations of their constituents 

and indeed I would suggest to you, probably most of the people 

of this Province. 
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Hr. !,T, Carter. 

l~r. Speaker, I am not going to speak at 

length, but I want to say a few words. mainly about the 

fisheries and maybe other matters that I view of some 

concern to the Province and to the people living in the 

Province. 

Well let me start off, Mr. Speaker, at the 

outset by talking about the much heralded $900 million 

fishery development plan to which we were a party and 

l>as presented to Ottawa on December 20, 1977. And I want 

to set the record straight, Hr. Speaker, as to the ·contents 

of that proposal and to dispel .the suggestion that has been 

made by a number of people, including the Federal Minister 

of Fisheries in Ottawa, that the provinces were looking 

for this massive infusion of federal money to at least 

commence the construction of ships the morning after the 

proposal was submitted. Hr. Speaker, that is anything but the 

truth. The fact of the matter is that the Atlantic Provinces , 

particularly Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, had numerous discussions 

on the matter of fleet replacements, the matter of projected 

increases in the fish stocks over the next five, seven, ten 

years and the need for action to replace a substantial number 

of the existing fleets and where possible, where necessary, 

to add new vessels and new technology to the fleet. Our plan, 

Hr. Speaker, to Ottawa envisaged the planning of a substantial 

number of ships over the.next ten years and the reason, of course, 

being that during that period a number of the vessels presently 

in service in the Atlantic Provinces, particularly in Newfoundland 

and Nova Scotia, 
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MR. CARTER: will have reached the retirement 

age and unless we are prepared to defer to foreign effort and to 

forfeit our right to the resource that by that time, we hope, it 

will gain on the advise of experts in the ·field, will lie rebuilt 

unless tie gear up ·now to catch that fish then it stands that with-

in a few years we are .not going to have harvesti:mg cabability to 

harvest.the regenerated stocks, consequently we will have to defer 

to foriegn countries, who I am sure will be more ~~an pleased to 

gain acess to that resource. In Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker, and 

Newfoundland is not unlike the other Atlantic·Provinces,.particularly 

Nova Scotia, we have an ageing offshore fishing capability. We 

have approximately eighty five deep sea ships, about twenty of wl1ich 

are s.ide trawlers, and I trould submit most of them should have 

been probably retired from service maybe a couple of years ago. 

These twenty side trawlers are redundant, obsolete, should be re­

tired from service, uneconomic, both from the owners point of view 

and from the people who serve on the ships. The average age of our 

side trawler fleet, Mr. Speaker is at this point in time, fifteen 

years, which means of course that as I have said in most cases they 

have outlived their usefullness. Then we.have the remaining fleet 

t¥hich is made up of stern trawlers, sixty five or approxil:aately 

sixty five in number, many of which are now coming to. the age of 

retirement, all of them getting older. Indeed the average age of 

the stern trawler fleet is nine and one half to ten years, vlhich 

means of course that given another four or five years, at most five 

or six years, all of these ships.will have to be replaced as well. 

The ot:1er factor, Hr. Speaker, which is equally important, is the 

fact that these ships are old, they are in many respects ligl1t years 
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~!R. CARTER: behing ships o1med and operated by other 

countries within our t1~o hundred mile limit and in the absence of 

ne~~ and more sophisticated teChnology these ships, I submit, are 

unable to compete with the more modern and more sophisticated si•ips 

operated within our two hundred mile limit and with whom 1ve have 

to compete. alone by foreign countries • So Hr. Speaker to sum up 

with respect to that much critized so called $900,000,000. fleet 

replacel!lent program; unless the provinces, especially Newfoundland, 

start now to plan for the replacement'of that ageing, deep sea 

fishing fleet, then I submit that within ten years, maybe less, the 

stocks will be rebuilt to where they should be and where we lvant them 

to be, but we will not be able to benifit from the regenerated stock 

because our ships by that time will be ebsolete, out of service and 

those that continue in service 1dll be noncompetitive because of 

their redundancies and the fact that they have not kept abreast of 

new technology and new more sophisticated means of harvesting fish. 

So, I cannot Hr. Speaker impress upon the House too strongly the 

need for some kind of an ongoing ship repla~ement program. I am 

:tot suggesting that we should start tomorrow morning to lay the 

(audit) for a hundred ships, it would be ludicrous it would not 

make sensa to even gi,re a thought to that kind of a program. \Ve 

all know that the condition of the fish stocks are not yet re-

·stored to a vibrancy or to such a healthy state as to justify 

building large numbers of additional ships to fish within the areas 

where we traditionally fisi:J. for traditional species of fish. ~~e 

must recognize the fact that to i:lUild ships is not an easy prop­

asition. There is no such thing as an instant boat building pro­

gram, there is no such thing as an stir and trawler to build ships 

and I would submit that if the ~1inister in Ottav1a were to send us 
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a cheque now for one billion dollars and 

tell us to start construction of a hundred ships,, I submit :·lr. Speaker, 

that even with all of the haste that 1ve could 
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MR. W. CARTER: 

proceed - with which we. could proceed - but it probably would 

be three or four years before there would be a ship into the 

water as a result of that program. It takes a long time. It 

takes years in fact to properly design ships, to investigate,. 

to seek out new technology, to seek out new and more sophisticated 

means of harvesting fish and, of course, it takes months and 

I suppose more than a year to do the actual construction on 

that ship. So any plans that the first -my hon. colleague 

across the way from Burin peninsula (Mr. P. Canning) has 

reminded me that the first ship that we built would probably 

be obsolete before it would hit the w~t~r with today's 

changing and advancing technology, Mr. Speaker. That statement, 

I would submit, has a lot of truth in it . 

MR. SPEAKER: Would the hon. minister - he has 

unlimited time - a moment to welcome to the Bouse on behalf 

of bon. members 37 students from Grade 8 at Fatima Cant•al 

3igh, St. Bride's, in the company of Florence Coffey and Sister 

Ellen Whitty. They are most welcone and I hope they enjoy 

their stay. Ron. minister. 

MR. W. CAR~ER: Mr. Speaker, it is not enough for the 

federal government to ignore our request and to try and 

discredit the authors of the report. That~ I submit, is what 

is happening, but the fact of the matter is, and the hard 

cold fact of the matter is that there id a day of reckoning -

that the tiae will come in the not too distance future when 

we must give some thought to replacing the deepsea fleet: 

because, like I said, if we do not well then we will forfeit 

our rig~t to that fish and if that is the case well then we 

deserve to for~eit our right to it . Newfoundland is not 

unlike ~ova Scotia, not unlike the other Atlantic Provinces. 

They too recognize the need for an early start on the 
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:IR. W. CARTER: planning, the designing and the 

construction of offshore ships to replace their aging offshore 

fleet as well. Then, Mr. Speaker, the $900-~illion program 

to which I am referring also concains an element dealing with 

the construction and replacement of an aging inshore fishing 

fleet. As bon. members might know, in ~ewfoundland today we 

have approximately 700 longliners, longliners, of course, 

being a fishing vessel anywhere from 36' in length to a maximum 

of 65'. And, of course, 65' is the legal limit as required 

by federal regulations, because once you exceed the 65' limit 

then you would - there are certain regulations that would 

prevent that ship from being operated ·an·d being used within 

a certain distance of our shores. So, by virtue of these 

regulations, we are requited to keep the maximum limit, the 

maximum length of an inshore, midwater longliner to that of 

65' or less. So there are in the Province today approximatEly 

700 vessels from 36' in length to a maximum of 65'. These 

vessels are leaving the service at the rate of 10% per year . 

In other words, 70 boats a year approximately are leaving 

the fishing fleet, the inshore fleet,for a variety o~ reasons; 

and unless a start is made now to replace that fleet ~r at 

least to build 50 or 60 or 70 vessels a year, well then we 

are slipping behind. We are not keeping up to date or the 

fleet itself is not being kept up to its present strer.ztt. 

At this point in time when we talk about rebuilding the 

stocks, about the new interest being •hown in fisheries, 

about the new and exciting attitude that is emer~ing on the 

part of our fishermen especially, fish processors and govern­

ments, it would not make sense to allow our fishinc fleet 

to deplete to the poi~t where the harvesting of the 

regenerated stock again would be left up to foreisn fishing 

efforts . 
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HR. n. COLLil:S: We need 70 just to keep -

:m.. l!. CARTER: l~e need - the Uinister of Health 

has reminded me we need approximately 70 longliners a year 

to keep abreast of the existing longliner fleet, and· I regret 

to inform the House, Mr. Speaker, that that ~umber is 
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MR. W. CARTER: 

not being built. We are in no way building seventy longliners 

a year. In fact submit that I doubt very much if ~1e are building 

a third of that number .. As a matter of fact at the present time 

the only real interest, real activity, in· the building. of the 

longliner fleets is evidenced by the provincial government's own 

programme of building twenty boats a year for the· next five years. 

And in 1978 there will soon be twenty boats launched that have been 

built under the provincial government's boat building programme with 

no federal participation whatever, all provincial funds. These boats 

will be completely we hope within a few months and will then find 

their way into the hands of qualified fishermen and of course in time 

will enter the fishing fleet in the harvesting of the resource. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is an ongoing problem, the 

prob 1 em of finding adequate harvesting capabi 1 ity both in the offshore 

and inshore to keep abreast of the regenerated fish stocks as the 

building of boats that are keeping abreast of new technqlogy, new 

and more sophisticated ways and means of processing or at least 

of harvesting the resource. So the much talked about and I might 

add, much criticized $900 million rlan, Mr. Speaker, I believe was a 

very essential, a very important plan and it is certainly one that 

should not be ignored by the powers that be in Ottawa because without 

that kind of an organized approach to the replacement of our fleet 

well' then I submit that Newfoundland, indeed the Atlantic Provinces 

in general, will miss a golden opportunity to real capitalize on 

·a regenerated fishery as in fact it will be within anywhere from seven 

to ten years. 

Scientists, Mr. Speaker, biologists have advised 

the federal government whose responsibility it is to establish the 

allowable catches of various species in various areas, scientists 

and biologists have advised their federal employers and the federal 

minister and others that by 1985 cod stocks within our so called 

Northern Waters, that is the area between Cape Chidley in the North 
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MR. W. CARTER: 

to off Cape St. Mary's ~in the South, that our cod stocks will 

increase from 135,000 tons in 1977 to approximately 300,000 tons 

iil 1985, more than a doub 1 i ng of the resource that ~li 11 be there 

in the next seven years. I believe it is incumbent on us as a 

government and our federal counterparts and the industry to· gear up 

and to use every devise at our disposal to ensure that our fishermen 

are given every possible chance ·to benefit from that renewed and 

regenerated resource. ANd if we do not do it then, Mr. Speaker, I think 

that we have failed our fishermen and all others who depend on the 

fishery for a livelihood . 

I again, Mr. Speaker,through thi_s House plead 

with Ottawa to take seriously the plan presented· to them by the 

Atlantic Provinces on December 20 in which we have asked not for 

a cheque for $900 million, not for a blank cheque to go out and to 

irresponsibly_start building ships without regard for the resource 

but we ask for a statement of their policy. To what extent, for example, 

can the private sector expect ass.istance from Ottawa for the replacement 

of our aging fleet both inshore and offshore? What is their policy? 

Are they going to reinstate, for example, the subsidy that has been 

paid on longliners, 
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~!r. IJ. Carter. 

on ships from forty-five to sixty-five feet in length. Are 

they going to ·increase and.iri fact, at least, to continue 

and maybe increase their ·assistance for the building of 

trawlers or deep-sea trawlers? These are questions that 

~~e believe must be answered, and we believe that the 

private sector whose responsibility it is to appoint, to 

build ships, and to ensure that the fish and raw material 

is kept in their plants to keep the plants operating, '~e 

believe that they are entitled to answers to these questions, 

because in the absence of answers in a firm and definitive 

statement of the federal government's policy in th~t respect, 

well then we are groping, heading off in all directions without. 

any meaningful plan as to how we are going to tackle the problems 

that will confront us within the next five or ten years. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been accused by the 

Opposition and others in .this Province of not having any 

fishery development plan. Now I am a little le~ry of fishery 

development plans. In fact I sometimes feel a little embarrassed 

talking about· plans and surveys and studies and '"'hat have you, 

because, I suppose, there is not an industry in Canada that 

has been more studied than the fishing industry. It is literally 

studied to death and for that reason I am a little reluctant 

to disclose our planning to a certain extent, to disclosing 

too much detail the planning that is now taking place with 

respect to the fisheries, I would prefer to wait until the 

plans have been completed and until 1ve are reasonably sure 

that the recommendations contained therein, certainly those 

that are feasible, can in fact be implemented. 

Well let me, Hr. Speaker, today touch on a few 

of the things that we are doing right now within the Department 

of Fisheries and· governnent in general. As han. members know last 
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year ~~e commissioned a study into the feasibility of 

establishing a central distribution port in the Province. 

A ~~ell-known and highly reputable and competent Canadian 

consulting engineering.firm, Kelogg's Limited, was 

commissioned by the government to undertake a comprehensive 

study into the ·possibility of establishing somewhere within 

the Province a central.landing and distribution port that 

could in fact assist in the distribution of fish landed 

by offshore vessels to our otherwise under utilized inshore 

fish plants. That study, Mr. Speaker, has now been completed, 

and it is being studied by a committee of Cabinet, a committee 

working with people from the public service, qualified people 

from the pu~lic service, and once that study has been completed 

then we will be making our plans known in that regard. But, 

Mr. Speaker, the concept itself, I think, is a very exciting 

one, extremely exciting. We recognize the need for more through puts 

of raw material in our fish plarits.In Newfoundland today we have 

115 fish processing plants scattered around the Island, dotting 

the coastline of our Province, 115 plants. About 100 of them 

are seasonable plants operating at less than'thirty-five 

per cent capacity. The others are concentrated, of course, 

on the south coast of the Province. I suppose the most 

northerly year round plant is the one over here, National Sea 

on the Southside of St. John's Harbour. The rest as, as 

hon. members know - oh, yes, Catalina. I am sorry. Catalina 

would be the most northerly year round fish plant operating 

in the Province. Everything north of Catalina and northwest of 

Catalina can be called, a seasonable operation, a plant that would 

be operating anywhere from 
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twenty to thirty-five percent capacity from three, four, five months 

of the year and then,.of course, once the ~nshore fishery ceases to 

function in October and November these seasonal plants are forced to 

close their doors and pay off the workers who were eaployed. In my 

own riding in St. Bride's from where there are students, I believe, 

today visiting, there is a seasonal fish plant that is operating from 

Nay until September-<lctober, a plant that I believe is quite capable 

of a year-round operation. With c~rtain modifications, certain improvements, 

that plant as well as others around the Province could be made year-round 

operations when, in fact, now they are very uneconomic. Any business 

lvhether it is a fish plant, service station, supermarket, drtJg store, 

any business that has its doors closed to the public sixty-five and 

seventy, percent of its time cannot, I submit, ~!r. Speaker, make any 

worthtvhile contribution to the people that are employed in that plant 

or to the community in which it is situated, ?r to the Province. 

Host of our plants are uneconomic for that 

reason, as would, indeed, any business operating at thirty-five percent 

capacity. Because of their uneconomics, the uneconomic nature of 

the operations, they are unable to pay fishermen the price to !·chich, 

I believe, they are entitled for their fish and unable to become the 

type of corporate citizens that He would and, indeerl, sl:ould expect 

from businesses operating !vi thin our communi ties and within our Province. 

Ho~r can a fish plant, ~·lr. Speaker, 

operating in Valleyfield, ~!e;rfotmdland; Fogo Island; or in St. ~ride's: 

Branch; La Scie; St. Anthony; anywhere -how can they hope to be able 

to nake any meaningful contribution to their respective commtmities 

and to their province, to the people that work for them, when they are 

operating at about thirty-five percent capacity? 

So, I believe, Hr. Speal:er, it is quite 

obvious that the ans1ver is to find tvays and means to increase t~1e 

productivity of these plants lvhere possible and as much as possible and : 
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1-iR. 1./. CARTER: by whatever means possible. If tve are 

3oing to sit back, ":r. Speaker, and 11ai t for t~e inshore fishe.ry to 

develop to the point where these plants, these otherwise seasonal plants, 

can be operated on a year-round basis, then I submit to you that ~1e are 

going to be waiting for a long. time because it does not matter if 1ve 

build boats with ·gold-plated bottoms, the most sophisticated, modern 

inshore fleet in the world, they small boats 1vill not be able to operate 

at certain times of the year. I would not want, l·fr. Speaker, to encourage 

our fishermen to brave the North Atlantic, say, off Fogo Island, in the 

middle of the winter. Of course, with ice conditions as they are and 

other climatic conditions as they are, that would. be absolutely impossible. 

So, I repeat that if we are going to hang our hats, as it were, on t~e 

inshore fishery to provide enough raw material to keep our hundred 

inshore fish plants operating on a year-round basis, well, then, I think 

we are going to be waitinz for a long time. In fact, I do not think it 

will ever happen. In fact, bearing in nind the hazards involved and 

the dangers, 1-1eather and other problems facinr, fishermen at that time 

of the year, I do not think I IV"ould want to encourage it. 

So, therefore, :~r. Speaker, we must then 

l!!ake up our r..inds. Hhat are the alternatives? Havinp; ~letvfounclancers -

P:aving the vast majority of our fellm• :~et-1foundlancl.ers that are employed 

in the processing as Hell as the harvesting sector of the industry 

ern?loyed on a part-time basis for four or five months and then being 

forced on unemployment insurance, or 1:1ay~e even HOrse, Helfare, for 

six or seven months of the year, to me is not acceptable . 
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I do not accept the proposition that Newfoundlanders must be relegated 

to the ~tatus of being welfare recipients for seven or eight months 

of the year for the rest of their lives. In fact I do not think it 

i_s a healthy situation. It is demeaning. It is demoralizing and 

in fact it does very.little for the image of our people as portrayed 

in other provinces. 

The ideal situation of course, Mr. Speaker, would 

be to find ways and means of keeping our fish processors working 

for as long as possible and as close to year around.as possible 

and of course to keep our fishermen occupied for as long as possible 

as well in any given year. Like I said that cannot be done if we 

are going to become totally reliant on the inshore fishery. So the 

answer, Mr. Speaker, therefore is obvious. The only alternative 

is obvious. We must find ways and means of supplying these plants, 

these hundred seasonal plants, those that are capable of being 

serviced and operated year around, we must find ways and means 

of keeping these plants operating for as long as possible,if possible 

year around but certainly for as long as possible on raw material 

landed other than by the inshore fleet. 

Of course the only option that is open to us 

therefore is to develop an offshore fleet one way or the other by 

whatever means at our disposal where fish can be harvested by these 

vessels, landed at a given point or landed in a number of areas, 

held in cold storage for distribution to these seasonal plants 

once the inshore fishery ceases for the year. . And I have taken 

the long way around, Mr. Speaker, describing why we are now actively 

involved in the very, very important study, a study that I believe 

could in fact revolutionize the Newfoundland way of life, in fact 

even more importantly a study that could have the effect, I submit 

will have the effect of ensuring that the Newfoundland way of life, 

that the rura 1 Newfound 1 and way of 1 ife wi 11 continue and wi 11 be 

allowed to thrive and to prosper and to provide for the people who are 
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living in our Newfoundland outports, the dignity and the self respect 

that comes from being able to involve in gainful employment and to 

make a worthwhile contribution to their families, to their community 

and to their Province. 

The idea, Mr:. Speaker, of a centra 1 port 1 ike 

I said is to provide .the necessary infrastructure which is the new 

word, I suppose, for facilities, a place where the necessary facilities 

will be provided, unloading facilities, for example, other facilities 

that are essential for the unloading and ·for the serving of large 

ships, cold storage holding facilities, fish meal processing 

facilities, other facilities like I said that are essential for the 

operation of a fishing fleet such as gear repair facilities, maybe 

in time a gear manufacturing capability, facilities for crew members 

of these ships,as crews are changed to g.ive them shore leave. But 

a port, Mr. Speaker, in the Province, an ice free port, a port that 

is as accessible as possible by road and by other means, accessible 

to the small otherwise seasonal plants beJng operated around our 

coast and of course a port that iscapable of giving access to large 

numbers of large offshore fishing ships and other ships that will 

be directly related to the fishing industry such as oil tankers, 

"I suppose, and bulk carriers and other type ships . 

That is what the study. is all about, to identify 

fir·st of all the area in the Province where that kind of a port 

can be designated and then having done that then 
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the planning of the necessary facilities that I have just 

outlined to the Rouse. The Province, Hr. Speaker, we 

have not~ pretty t~ell decided where that port can and in_ fact · 

should he located. I am not prepared now to reveal the location 

of that port, out I can tell you that our decision has been 

made with respect to its location. I am excited by the 

concept, because it is one that has been adopted by other 

countries. In fact most of the world's progressive fishing 

countries ~ and I could name a few, England, Germany, Poland, 

Norway, Portugal, Spain - most of these countries have 

just that type of a facility, a centralized land-ing and 

distribution area from where fish can be "first of all held in 

~torage and later distributed to the various plants for final 

processing. 

I predict, Hr. Speaker, that t~ithin five 

years, five, six, seven years, that type of a facility will be 

established in our Province and like I said I believe that it 

will be a very important link in the future prospects of our 

fishing industry and the continuation of our much loved and . . 
much envi_ed Newfoundland way of life, because the fishing 

industry in this Province,_ unlike, I suppose, any other ' 

industry, unlike any other ,industry, our fishing industry 

is "the most vital link to a continuat'ion of our Newfou:'.dland 

outport life. Without the fishing industry-;- I suppose, there 

are at least 200 or 300, 250 Newfoundland communities viable, 

beautiful communities - these c-ommunities would not exist. 

In fact, I suppose, they would not have been there in the 

first place. without the fishing ir.dustry. And,. of cou10se, 

if these communities are allowed to die,, if they are allowed 

to be resettled, if they are forced to be resettled, then, of 

course, if they die, with it will die a way of life that we 

have enjoyed in this Province now for. almost 500 years. And 

I believe that that is \~hy it is so impor~ant, so very important 

that ~~e make the right decisions now with respect to the development 

of our fisheries because there is more than just the livelihood of 

9474 



• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1978 Tape no. 4130 Page 2 - ms 

.J~r. l~. Carter • 

that t~e mke the right decisions now with respect to the 

devel~pment of our fisheries because there is more than just the 

livelihood of 7,000 or 8,000 fishermen depending on the 

fisheries, That which depends on the development of our 

fishery, Mr, Speaker, is the culture,·is the real Newfoundland 

·culture or at least the way of life that made Newfoundlanders 

en~ied by most Canadians, certainly most landlocked upper 

Canadians living within this country . 

Mr. Speaker, while I am talking about the importance 

of the fishing industry to our Newfoundland way of life, maybe 

it would be appropriate for me to make reference now to our 

relations with Ottawa and to our determination in this Province 

that the Provincial Government and the private sector and 

indeed the fishermen themselves be allowed to have a greater 

say, be given a greater input into the decision making processes 

that take place 1,500 miles inland, on the banks of the Rideau Cannal 

in Ottawa, decisions that have such far-reaching effects 

on the lives of our people and the lives of generations yet 

unborn. Now I am not content as one Newfoundlander, and 

I believe I echo the sentiments of all Newfoundlanders - I 

1vas going to say nb.ety-nine per cent, but I would say all 

Newfoundlanders - when I say that we do have a right to have 

a say in the shaping of our destiny. 1-!e do have a right to 

be able to have some input into the plapning of our. future 

and to as much extent as possible, at least to· as much as 

possible to assist in or at least to be party to the planning 

of our fishing industry and to be the architects of our own 

destiny. Tha~ is· something, Mr. Speaker, that we are not 

getting nmv. I have said this before and I will say it again, 

and I will continue to say it 
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until somebody up there recognizes the logic of what I am saying, 

that Newfoundlanders. must unite. We must challenge the authority 

of Ottawa when in fact we believe that their decisions are not in 

the best interests of our Province and our future prospects 

especially in such critical areas as the fishing industry. believe 

we have a duty, a responsibility, to do all we can and to use every 

devise at our disposal to ensure that our voices are heard and that 

we·are given a chance to help shape the future development of our 

P.rovince and to be the architects of our own destiny.· And to this 

point in time, Mr. Speaker, that privilege has not been accorded this 

Province or indeed any of the Atlantic Provinces insofar as fishery 

development is concerned. 

I, for one, Mr. Speaker, am not prepared to accept 

colonial status. We did. not forsake the status of being colonials 

for centuries, colonials of Britian only to become colonials of Ottawa. 

Newfoundlanders should not be prepared to be relegated to the status 

of being Canadian colonials. And I, for one, would prefer not to 

be a Canadian. I would prefer not to be a Canadian if it means that 

·I have to be a Canadian colonial. I believe that Newfoundlanders have 

earned the right to first class status in this country and unless and 

until we are given that status, unless our rights are recognized to 

that status then I contend that Confederation has failed. There is 

no other area of activity within our economy, there is no other area 

within the provincial economy where that is more evident, Mr. Speaker, 

that in fisheries development. 

We have a bureaucracy in Ottawa that are jealously 

guarding every singel prerogative that they have. My comments 

yesterday in the House with respect to the method employed by Ottawa 

in the issuing of scrimp licenses for example is a good example of 

the way in which they are hugging .to their chest, jealously guarding 

the prerogatives that they have been given under the British North 

America Act, some of which could quite easily be rel ir.guished and 
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and designated or delegated to the provinces without causing too much 

trouble or certainly without amenoed that act. We have _a situation, 

Mr. Speaker, where licenses are_being issued or being 9enied to 

provinces including Newfoundland. licenses that would mean the 

difference between have and have not, between prosperity and poverty, 

between first and second class citizenship for many of our people, 

licenses that are being issued arbitrarily by people occupying offices 

1,500 miles away without even a reference to the province~ concerned. 

These shrimp licenses that were issued by Ottawa where issued without 

any reference whatever to this Province or I am told to any other 

Atlantic Province. One person can arbitrarily and paternalistically 

if he wants to decide the fate of the whole people or at least people 

living in an entire region of this Province or this country without 

giving those people the right to appeal that decision or to appear 

before a tribunal or any kind of a board and -make representation in 

their own behalf. 

Mr. Speaker, it·is the most ludicrous, it is the 

most unfair dictatorial system that I believe was ever devised by 

a government or by man certainly in this 20th century. To think 

that today if you want to apply for a radio license, for a television 

license, for a license to operate a taxi car, a truck, a boarding house, 

beer parlor or almost anything you have a right·to file an application, 

you have a right to appear· before a board to make representation in 

your behalf or ·if you have reason to oppose any such application then 
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you have the right to make an intervention in that respect as well. 

That is as it should be. That is democracy in action. But, where is 

democracy, ~r. Speaker, when it comes to issuing licences to our fishermen 

or licences to companies who.want to operate ships to harvest our own 

resource? The worl:l ':democracy" does not exist, Hr. Speaker, in the 

structure t!1at is being established by Ottawa in the t~ay that licences 

are issued in that regard. A licence today or, at least, ~rhether or not 

a fisherman gets a licen·ce to operate his boat to take part in the Fishery 

can mean t!1e difference to that person between almost starvation or 

being able to make a decent living. Yet, that decision is arbitrarily 

made and that fisherman is not given a chance to make any appeal and 

i~ denied any opportunity t~hatever of redress, and I contend, Hr. Speaker, 

that . is tvrong. 

The licences that are being issued •~ith 

respect to our shrimp stocks off the east coast of Labrador and the 

northeast coast of ~)ewfoundland are a !)rime example, that area of our 

Province, part of the Canadian continental shelf, a. very important part 

of our shelf, that vre brought to Confederation in 1949. C.lewfoundlanders 

can take credit, Mr. Speaker, for giving Canada the image that it has 

by virtue of the fact that 1~e do have a very important eastern 

continental shelf. Newfoundlanders can take credit for the fact that 

eighty percent of that shelf or thereabouts •ras brought to (:onfederation 

tvhen 1ve joined Canada in 1949 and I am not going to alloH them to forget 

that fact. I believe, hy virtue of that fact, that we do have a special 

case, maybe not a legal case under the British :·lorth lime rica act, 111ayhe 

not; but ,}!r. Speaker, I contend that Newfoundlljlnders have a noral right 

to be given preferential treatment, preferential ri::>;h~s ::o t~·.-; stacks, 

to fish that are harvest or, at least, designated to be harvestP.rl in 

areas t<here 1~e have. traditionally and historically fished. I resrect the 

rights of nova Scotians to have first crack at the scallops on the 

r~orges Bank. I respect their rights to that and I do not think that 
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HR. W. CARTER: I ~~ould want to encourage our fishing 

companies here to gear up, to go down and to displace Nova Scotian 

ships when they fish for scallops on Georges Bank. It do not think I 

would be justified to do that even though I might have a legal right to, 

:.ut morally I accept the Nova Scotians' rights to have first crack at 

that resource. I respect the rights of the fishermen in the Bay of 

Fundy to have first right, preferential right, again maybe not legal 

tight, 'but certainly moral rights to the herring and macl~eral stocks 

that congregate in the Bay of Fundy. I recognize their moral rights 

to these stocks. I recognize the rights to Quebec and other provinces 

to have certain preferenti2l treatment when it comes .to other fish stocl--.s 

in areas to •N"hich they have had traditional and historic rights. ~Tm~, 

surely, are l~e asking too much in this P:::ovince to expect Otta•:c: and 

our sister provinces in Atlantic Canada to respect our rights when it 

comes to harvesting the resource in areas to which 1~e have trarlitional 

and historic rights as, in fact, we do off the coast of Labrador? 

i!y forefathers were fishing on that shelf, t!-lat part of the continental 

shelf, I suppose, ~men the buffalo were running ~1ild over Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario. Therefore, I believe that we do have 

some special moral rights when it comes to the ·allocation of quotas 

of different species in that area. Those rights, :-!r. Speaker, only t!-lis 

past Heek have been completely and absolutely and ar!:litrarily ignored. 

Even without a by your leave to the Province, t~ithout any reference 
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~R. W; CARTER: whatever. Ottawa aoain arbitrarily 

decided that of the eleven licences that would be issued for 

shrimp that congregates in that area, notwithstandinz our 

historic rights to it, that six of the eigh~ active licences 

that will be issued to harvest that resource will go to other 

than 3ewfoundland companies. I do not accept that position 

and I think if there was ever a ti~e when this House stood 

together on an issue that this is the one on which we· sh~uld 

stand together. I believe that all Newfoundlanders, forgettini 

the various political affiliations, various self interests, 

I believe that this is one issue on which we should stand up 

because it is not only, Mr. Speaker, • matter of the two or 

three or four hundred people who will be denied employnent 

in our Province because the shrimp plant planned for St . 

Anthony will not now materialize, because of these restrictions, 

that is not the big issue, even though it is an important 

one. But the principle, Mr. Speaker, is the issue. Do ws 

in fact have any rights as a Province? Is Canada going to 

ignore the argument that was advanced by this country and 

other coastal states at the La• of the Sea Conference - the 

compelling argument used by Canada in our desire - in our 

anxiety to get a 200-mile limit, and that argument being 

that the coastal community, the coastal communities in the 

coastal states would be given special and preferen~ial 

treatmetit insofar as the disposition of fish stocks in the 

general ar~a cf these communities was concerned? We used 

that argument when it suited our purposes internationally 

and, Mr. Speaker; the other 150 ~ember nations of the 

Law of the Sea Conferences accepted that proposition, but 

in fact the coaital state and the coastal communit!es within 

that state do in fact have special rights, and that any 

allocation of resources should be tilted towards the develop­

ment - the so~ial and economic development - of these 
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HR. I<. CARTER: cocmunities. That is the foundation 

on whi~h the 200-mile limit was declared, and, I eight add, 

the foundation that was laid in part by the Canadian govern­

cent. Mr. Speaker, now ~hey are.ignoring that principle. 

They have completely ignored that argument because it might 

have suited them to advance that argument internationally, 

but obviously it does not suit them now politically or domestically 

in this country. And, of course, the matter of the shrimp 

licences and the fact that six were issued to provinces other 

than to Newfoundland spe.ks for itself. Newfoundlanders, 

Labradorians have every right to be given first crack at that 

·shrimp resource, and the fact tha~ ~e are not ~eing given 

first crack at that resource then I contend, Hr. Speaker, 

is a violation of our rights. In fact, it is a violation 

of the, like I said, the furidamental - the foundation of the 

'declaration of the 200-mile limit and the arguments advanced 

by the coastal states in having them accepted and subsequently 

declared . The s~me, Mr. Speaker, can be said for the 

disposition of resources in other areas. I should ;rraybe 

take a ;rrament or two ~o reminJ the llouse of the terms and 

conditions under which the 200-mile limit was declared. The 

200-mile limit was declared, it being, of course, the 

proposition that the ~oastal states would have first right 

to the resource within the confines of its 200-mile limit. 

In the case of Canada~ its 200-mile limit; in the case of 

Iceland, it was 50 miles . That is the basic principle, 

Mr. Speaker, on which the 200-mile limit was declared. 

first of all, the allowable catch would be determined by 

the coastal state, based on the best biological and 

scientific information available, 
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}!R. CARTER: t!1at the allowable catch would be 

established for various species of fish and then to that country would 

have first call and would.•be given preferencial rights to that. total 

of a catch. The second most important rule or call it what you want, 

proposition, I suppose; enshrined in the two hundred mile declaration 

is the right to the coastal state having first of all established the 

total of a catch, secondly having determined its own catching effort, 

thirdly, of course, declaring any balance as a surplus then the se~ond 

most important right given our coastal state, including Canada, was 

· the right to attach economically motivated conditions to any and all 

surpluses deemed to be sold, given certain facts.and given the fact 

of course that subtracting the coastal states requirments its ability 

to catci1 against the allowable catch and any ·surplus would then be · 

given to foreign countries on terms and conditions as layed down by 

the coastal state. Let us take an example, Mr. Speaker. In 1977 

and 1978, the present year, scientists, bioligists decided the basis 

I presume, the best information available to them, decided that there 

would be a total allowable catch in 1978 of one hundred and thirty 

five thousand tons of cod fish in the IQiAF areas that I defined 

earlier between say Cape Chisley in the north and off Cape ·St. 

r.tary's in the south, one hundred and thirty five thousand tons • 

It was decided by the federal authorities that the Canadian fishing 

effort would be one hundred thousand tons. So, therefore, if you 

subtract one hundred thousand tons from one hundred and thirty five 

thousand tons you would end up with a thirty five thousand ton sur­

plus. Canada of course being a nember of the global village in which 

we are living, being a responsible member of that village, global 

village,. could possibly adopt the dog in the manger attitude of 

if we cannot catch it or until we can catch it nobody else will get 

it. I do not think Canada would win many friends or gain much 
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HR. CARTER: respect in the international '~orld if 

it Here to adopt that kind of a . selfish attitude. Canada does 

have an obligation to allow other countries to harvest any fish 

deemed to be surplused to our o~· catching ·effort. In fact in 

1978, this present year, thirty five thousand tons will be allocated 

or at least have been allocated to foreign countries. Thirty five 

thousand tons, seventy million potinds, enough fish to keep, I 

suppose, three or four large plants the size of the plant on the 

southside of the harbor. Enough fish, Mr. Speaker, that thirty 

five thousand tons, seventy million pounds, enough fish to keep 

three or four large year round fish plants operati:ig will this 

year be allocated to foreign countries for which Canada will not 

get one cent in economic return.despite the fact that the second 

most i~ortant _right of the law to sea conference gives to coastal 

state that right, the right to attach economically motivated 

c~<~:!. t:t_.,n:'! tn ""v <~nd all surpluses given foreign countries. The 

other day I wired the Hinister of Fisheries .in Ottawa and I 

made the Newfoundland governments position well known with respect 

to the 1979 fishery. In 1979 ·I am told there will be an increase 

in the allowable catch, an increase of probably twenty five or thirty 

thousand tons. Our position Hr. Speaker '~as that first of all we, 

as a·province, and our sister provinces should be given every op­

portunity to increase our catching effort by whatever ~eans ~ossible 

to enable. us to catch as much as that allowable catch as 
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.J!r. H. Carter . 

possible. Secondly, I said that if in fact it is found 

that there is a small surplus and indeed on the basis of the 

figures we submit~ed, the surplus would be less than 12,000 

tons 1~hich in fact is nothing, I said any such surplus 

should be held, should not be given away immediately' to any 

other country .unless and until certain conditions can be 

extracted from th~se countries in ~eturn for that fish. That 

is the position taken by this government and one that I can 

defend quite easily, because what we are .saying in 7ffect 

is that given certain facts, the Newfoundland/Canadian fishery 

is now capable, is pretty well harvesting the. entire projected 

total allowable catch for 1979. I am told that the all~Jable 

catch in 1979 will • more than likely be in the order of 162,000 

tons - 162,000 tons, that is cod, as opposed to 135,000 in 

1978. We have demonstrated, Mr. Speaker, our ability to 

harvest along with our sister provinces at least 150,000 

tons of that fish. 

He hnve asked Ottawa to put a strong position 
. I 

forward in Bonne at the meetings which are now ongoing that 

the inshore fishery be given top priority and that not less 

than seventy-five per cent of the total allowable catch of 

cod be allo~Jed to be allocated for inshore fishermen, that 

the Canadian, including Newfoundland, offshore efforts be 

around, I think, twenty-two per cent and that the remaining 

six or seven per cent or 12,000 tons not be allocated 

immedi.ately to foreign efforts but held in abeyance to be 

used maybe as a lever or certainly as a bargaining point with 

respect maybe to tariffs and other considerations or certainly 

held until ''e can extract from these countries some kind of 

economic benefit for our provinces. And that, I believe, 

is the right way to go. We cannot, Mr. Speaker, manipulate 

the alloi·Yable catches or we cannot bring in false information. It 
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might be aruged, Hell, why, for example, set the allowable 

catch at 162,000 tons? Hhy not manipulate the figures? 

Why not say that the total all~Jable catch within our 290 

mile limit 1dll be only that which we can harvest, maybe 

100,000, maybe 110,000 tons. But like I said I believe they 

can and they must be responsible. They must act in a 

responsible manner. And that being the case, of course, 

we are required to establish a realistic.allowable catch, 

to establish a realistic Canadian effort as I think we have 

done and then if there is a surplus, then to ensure that 

whatever benefits can flow to our people from that ~urplus 

or from their allocation will be imposed on these countries. 

There is no reason at all ~~hy Canadians, Newfoundlanders, 

should give away that fish ~~ithout any benefit ~;hatever 

accruing to our Province. 

Now the ar~ument will be used, of course, 

by Ottawa that we have to give some thought to what happens 

beyond the 200 miles, and that is a real concern naturally. 

We have countries that are not prepared to respect other 

copntrie~, not prepared to respect the wishes of our 

Canadian government that there be extreme caution exercised 

in the harvesting of the resource beyond the 200 miles. There 

are countries that are inclined to ignore these precautions, 

to act in an irresponsible way. In fact I am told that right at 

this point in time there are countries that are fishing their 

quotas within the 200 mile limit and then if they have .not 

got a load, they slip beyond the 200.mile limit and load up 

•dthout regard for the contant need for conservation or without 

respect for the 
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MR. W. CARTER: 

wishes of the majority of countries tha·t are prepared to abide by 

the terms and conditions under which the 200 mile limit has been 

declared. 

MR. STRACHAN: (Inaudible) 

MR. W. CARTER: Yes,there is a control under at one time ICNAF . 

Now I understand there is a new organization established called, 

North Atlantic, NAFA I think it _is called, ·North Atlantic Fisheries. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I do not think Canada can allow itself to be forced 

into blackmail. I was quite surprised the other day to learn. that 

the Canadian government had to yield to what I consider to be the 

blackmail of the Spaniards in insisting that they.be given certain 

quotas or at least given a certain quota to fish within our 200 mile 

limit with the threat that if they were not given that quota that 

they would go beyond the 200 mile limit.· And in fact I was quite 

surprised to learn that even though the fish plant in Fortune is 

being forced to operate with considerable down time, operate far 

below its actual operating capacity because it cannot get licenses 

to harvest sufficient fish to keep th~t plant operating on a steady 

basis, permanent basis, even though that is happening, even though 

they make. great fuss and furor over the fact that Ocean Harvesters 

would dare try to enter into an arrangement with a German company 

to increase its catching effort, despite that I am told that Canada 

free ·gratis, without any economic return whatever, allowed the 

Spaniards an additional 5,000 tons of fish from our Northern 

stocks, from the stocks that we want to see protected . And one 

would think having listeneed to the minister in Ottawa and others 

that they too would want to see protected. 

The fact of the matter is that 5,000 tons of 

fish have now been allocated to the Span)ards within the 200 mile 

limit, in the Northern areas in return for which they are reported 

to have promised that they will act in a more responsible manner 

beyond the 200 mile 1 imited. Now I do not think Canada should be 
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MR. W. CARTER: 

forced into that kind of a situation because that, Mr. Speaker, 

in my view smells of blackmail. Surely if a country that has 

enjoyed historic rights on the Canadian Continental Shelf if ·that· 

country elects to act in an irresponsible manner beyond the 200 

mile limit and thereby jeopardizing maybe the chances of rebuilding 

the stocks within our 200 mile limit, surely there are sanctions 

that can be imposed on that country, sanctions that would have the 

desired effect. 

For example if Spain or any other country.elects 

to act in an jrresponsible manner beyond the 200 miles surely it is 

not unreasonable to expect that maybe we would co~sider closing our 

ports to the Spanish fleet. Surely we could consider serving notice 

on that country that if they elect to act again irresponsibly beyond 

the 200 miles that they will be cut off for all time or certainly 

for a period of years to any quotas within the 200 mile limit. You 

know these are just two ideas. I believe both of which have merit 

and would have the desired effect on Spain or in fact any country 

that.elects to act again in an irresponsible way beyond the 200 miles 

and in a manner that is not in the best interests of the regeneration 

of our fish stocks bearing in mind of course' that Canada and 

Canadians, Eastern Canada is so dependant on the stocks and 

pl'acing so much emphasis on the rebuilding of the stocks as a means 

of generating the kind of activity in the Eastern provinces that 

will get us maybe a have status in Confederation . 
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HR. 1~. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I do not want to 

continue any longer. I think maybe I have spoken for -

bearin~ in mind that there are o:her members who want to 

speak, but I would like to conclude by again· repeating what 

I said a moment ago that there is obviously a need for more 

consult~:ion between the provin2es and between Ottawa - the 

ne•d for Ottawa to maybe relinquish some of their prerogatives 

when it is in the best interest of the provinces concerned 

and in the best interest of the fishing industry and our 

fishermen . I do not think that is asking for too much. 

I believe that in the matter of licences there should be 

so~e kind of an appeals system established where fishermen 

or a fish company can in fact have the democratic right 

of making an appeal - the right to redress - the right to 

be heard and the right to be able to appear before a tribu::al 

at Hhich time it could make representation in behalf of the 

company or th• fishermen concerned, and that is the accepted 

practice now and objective of most bureaucratic bodies 

that· have been established to regulate certain. areas of 

resp6nsibility within ouc system. Mr. Speaker, 1978 I 

predict will be a good year for fisheries in ~ewfoundland. 

We have seen substantial increases in the freezing and 

cold-storage holding and processing capability in the 

Pr'ovince from St. Anthony, for example. to Fogo Island. 

In 1978 there will be an additional 100,000-pound freezing 

caracity per eight-hour shift which represents about 

300,000 pounds of roundfish that will be in addition to 

the existing .freezing and cold-stora3e capability in that 

area. In the Cape Freels to Trepassey area, for example, 

there will be an additional freezing capability· of 60 tons 

of finished product ?er eight-hour shift which represents 

again 400,0DO pounds of roundfish . These added facilities 
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~R. W. CARTER: ~ill mean an additional 300 seasonal 

jobs in the ~rovince, not to mention, of course, the additiongl 

employment that will be provided in the. Province because of 

the rapid expansion of a-number of companies including, of 

course, Fishery Products who are this year planning on 

expanding their operations in St. Anthony, Twillingate, 

Catalina, Trepassey and Marystown, Burin, Harbour Breton, 

with the help of a government back loan. These plants ow~ed 

by Fishery Products will in 1979, I predict, and 19&0, 1979, 

provide an additional 640 jobs in the fishing industry, not . 

to mention the increased number of jobs in the harvesting 

sector of the in~ustry. Mr. Speaker, tlie economy of the 

Province, I think, is very much dependent on what happens 

in the fishing industrf, and I am happy to say that with 

renewed interest being shown by fishermen by fishplant 

operators, this new attitude that is obviously emerging, 

that I believe we are in for some pretty bright days in 

this Province . And I P!edict that by 1985, if given a 

chance if allowed to do the th~ngs we want to do and in 

fact should do and can do, then I believe that the employment 

picture in this Province by 1985 will be much healthier, 

much more vibrant than what it is in 1978, and in fact I 

predict that within a very few years, less than ten years, 

within a very few years, !_predict that the fishermen of 

our Province will enjoy a status that will place them on 

the upper rung of the social and economic ladder in our 

communities. I predict that, if given a chance to do the 

things that they should do and can do, that the people 

involved in the fishing industry will one day 
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Yr • '7. CARTER • 

occupy, like I said, the top position in our social 

and economic staff and that, of course, is ·as it should. 

be. For too long now our fishermen·are being relegated 

to the position of being second and third class, being 

forced to suffer the indignities of being indentured to our 

fish merchants, forced into the clutches of that certain 

few that occupied or inhabited ~heir posh homes, lived in the 

wealthiest areas in the city while at the same time, 

Hr. Speaker, the people who made it all possible were treated 

like dirt, were treated like indentured slaves, ·were treated 

like the blacks in the South. And that, Mr. Speaker, is not 

good enough, and as far as I am concerned should not be 

allowed to continue. Thank you very much. 

SO~X HON. HD-IBERS: Hear, hear! 

tffi. SPEAKER: The hnn. member for !Vindsor - Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, in starting I would not 

~~ant to hear the Minister of Fisheries - we all, I would think, 

enjoyed his speech - but I would not want to hear the 

}'inister of Fisheries any more complaining about the fact 

that he has not had a"chance to talk about the fisheries in 

NeNfoundland. The minister has now gone on ·consecutively 

for almost t~vo and one-half hours, forty-five minutes t':<~o days 

ago and · almost t~~o hours today. And the sin of it, Mr. Speaker, 

is that - I do not know if he was aware - not one minister decided 

to sit and listen to the minister's speech, the hen. Minister of 

Fisheries' speech, not one. And I will doubt if they will read it, 

Sir. So either he was talking to the Opposition or he was talking 

to the press. But the fishery being a~ important to our 

economy as obviously as it is, one would have thought that the ministers 

who 1dll by and large make the decision and approve the recorrnnendations 
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that he is making in his speech would have had the decency 

to sit and listen ·to his speech that he obviously considered 

so important. And, Mr. Speaker, one other word on the 

minister's speech. It had a familiar ring: ~fuen I heard 

the ~~:!.nister of Fisheries talking about how his parents or 

his ancestors fished·certain days in Newfoundland when the 

buffalo were running in North America, it had a familir 

ring, and it rang throu~h - the same kind of argument 

that I heard hon. members on the other side making when they 

were trying to sell to Newfoundland the sense, when they 

were trying to convince Newfoundland that the best thing we 

could ever do was buy out BRINCO, playing on the feelings of 

people . 

Now, Hr. Speaker,_ there is no question that 

fisher:! es will be Newfoundland's .-over the next eight or ten 

or fifteen years it may be the thing, the area that ••e 

have to build our economy. It may be the answer. But I can 

assure the !1inister of Fisheries that every person who listened 

to his speech and every person 1~ho will read his speech will 

agree that fisheries has got to be developed. But I would 

not advise the minister to approach the fisheries in a way 

that the taking over of BRINCO was approached and from a 

patriotic point of view. As I said, Mr. Speaker, the government 

can go to the l>ell once too often on that one. They have lost 

on the BRINCO one , and "if they try to present their fishery 

policies only in a way that appeals to the sensitivity and 

appeals to the patriotism of our people, if they cannot back 

it up with economics and shm~ us how it will solve the problems 

he referred to in the last f7w minutes, the problems of the 

fishermen being ripped off by fish merchants and living in 

squalor anc poverty, if he cannot prove to us now that 

indeed his programmes is going to change that and how indeed 

the fisheries is going to employ the majority of our people, 

playing on their sense of patriotism, it will not accomplish very much. 
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}1r. S11eaker ,• I have become totally turnejl 

off as I suspect that most of the people of Newfoundland 

• have become totally turned off tJith the performance of this 

government. And tod<~y, Hr. Speaker, the Premier one thing 

after another - i.t is just a litany of actions that will 

turn off the people in this Province and turn off the ., 
• Opposition • The han. gentleman, Mr. Speaker, in Ottawa 

• today, the man who wanted the Premiership worse than the 

present Premier, the man who wanted it worse but· i~ was not 

to be so - he is in Ottawa now - one of his last actions 

• or one of his actions t-thile he was in the Provincial House 

tJas to attack the Supreme Court of Newfoundland . 

• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 
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~!It. FLIGHT: i'!ow, !fr. Speaker, the Premier today 

because he 1o~as denied by a local T.V. station, was denied the right 

to go on and speak for fifteen mi1;1utes and .scandalously .attack the 

Opposition and maybe other institutions, smear the Opposition and again, 

as I said, maybe other institutions - because l:le ~oras denied that on 

the possibility of what he ~o1ould have said was libelous - because he was 

denied that, }tr. Speaker, he decided instead to attack the media and has 

issued a press release, a scalding presG release on the media of this 

Province • 

l·ffi.. NEARY : 

;.rn.. FLIGHT: 

Who is going to be next? 

Now, Hr. Speaker, well that is an obvious 

question. lfuo is. next, Ur. Speaker? h'hen the Premier wants to vent his 

frustrations Hhen not!!ing is !Ja?!'<;!!",ing, I:e kno1-1s all the '-"Orld kno1'1S 

nothing is happening, :1e does not have the ability or the desire or the 

imagination to tackle the problems of this Province - ~lhen the scandals, 

or alleged scandals keep coming in on him and when out of frustration 

the only thing he kno1o~s to turn to is attack, and he att.:1cked the press 

today. So, Xr. Speaker, no 11onder the people of this Province are turned 

off, no wonder t~:ey question this very institution. I would thr01-r out 

nm• to the members of the Opposition - I do not intend to dwell on scandal 

here long but I will throw out to the members of the Opposition, this 

possibility. This House h:o.s been r:.c',dlen ~<ith scanc:!al, with alleged 

scandal, one accusation after another, the Scrivener affair, the nohbin 

affair, the Public Horks scandal -

:·!P.. ~lEARY: 

:'Jt. FLIGHT: 

'cF.. FLIGHT: 

TI1e Fisheries scandal. 

- the Fisheries scandal -

( inaun ib le) 

That is enough. :·loH, Vr. Speaker, I ~1ave had 

private conversations tdth members on the opposite side vtho are ashamec:l 

to tall~ about it. T11ey say to us, "!-Tell, 1o~hy c'o you not tal!<. a:,out 

something else 7 li'h:• clo you not talk about the mining. in this Province?" 
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The one they are ashamed of most, by the 

•.>ay, is the Saunders scandal. 

}lR. FLIGHT: - "Why do you allowing the decorum of the 

House to be lmrered? Pe'ople in NeYfoundland do not <mnt to hear that.'' 

!,'ell, I am going to throw out a challenge 

no~o~, Hr. Speaker, to the Premier. There have been cases in this country 

particularly 1Yhere less charges- In order to substantiate the kind of 

charges that have been throtrn around this Rouse this session a premier 

of principle tvould say, ''That is enough, I am not taking anymore of that, 

I t;ill let the people of Net•foundland decide as to tvhether or not there 

is any ba'sis to uhat has been said. Let then be the. j udp;e." And the 

members of the opposition Yho meet me so coyly around the environs of 

this building, behind the curtain, and who tell me they are ashamecl; they 

adwit there must be must be·- to~here there is smoke there is fire - they 

admit for some of the scandals there are grounds there, but they do not 

believe that the t;hole !louse of Assembly, all the time of the House of 

Assembly should be taken up in it. ·~·lell, the ones who are squiming and 

believe that, then ~-my do they not put pressure on the rremier to call · 

an election. That is the '''·'lY to clear the air. !f the people of 

tle~·lfoundland believe that the Opposition is doing nothing except muckraking, 

if yo•! '.-~ant to call it that, or that it 'is petty to hring up a <'.eal •vhere 

a friend of the Premier, if consu=ted >i'ould have made $2!1,~!1!'1 ,000. If 

the people of Neyfoundland thin!<. that is petty they uill say so in a 

general election. If the people of Neyfoundland think that it is petty 

for this :.dminis ~r:ltion to have ripped off $15 ,ocn ,non out of Public t·!t:.!:ks 

through the ,.~ork order system, if they think that is petty then they will 

tell the Opposition in an elec.tion and they tvill elect that Administration 

again. Let us p•!t it to a test and. it .vill be all over. You l1ave had 

three sessions. There have been dozens of elections called in this 

country ''ith less than three sessions. 

1!r, Speaker, if the c1inister of "'isheries 

uho goes out of his 1>ay every chance he gets ·to associate lcimself tdth 
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:;R. FLIGHT: the Premier, Hho goes out of his ~•ay -

That would not be the first one I received fro·m the :!inister of fisheries; 

the other one is up on my ,.,all telling me how good a speech I had made, 

my first one. It is up with a little plaque around it. 

PREI·UER ;mORES : inore about the leader of t~1e ·Tory 

Party abot.1t the leader of the Liberal Party. 

:'cffi.. FLIGHT: . '!he Hinister of Fisheries every chance 

he gets he disassociates himself from that Administration, or from some 

of the.t Administration;· ·the member for Bonavista North (Hr. Cross) who 

disassoc±ates !1il!lSelf in lots of cases from the scandal that is rvrappec! 

around that Administration; the member for Ferryland (Hr. Power): the 

Hirtister of Tourism (r!r. ~-:organ); the member for St. John's East (Mr . 

~larshall); the t:inister of Social Services (Hr. Brett): people who, number 

one, may not at all be associated with the scandals we have talked about, 

the Public l·Torks, the Scrivener, the Dobbin, why do you not put pressure 

on the Premier to s.g.y, "Let us get away from this. Let us rid ourselves 

of that kind of an Opposition. Let us rid ourselves of tlle people who 

are rr.c.king life miserable for us. Let us go to the people nm-1 and J.et 

them decide whether or not the Opposition have clone proper and set the 

right course of action this past session." 
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MR. NEARY: It is all Rowe, Neary and Simmons. They are 

always lowering the decorum. That is how it is. 

MR. FLIGHT: Let the people of the Province decide, Mr. Speaker. 

Elections have been called in this country in less than three 

years. 

MR. NEARY: A.B. Walsh is only lowering the decorum in the House. 

· MR: FLIGHT: The greatest issue the Premier could ever have 

or hope to have , the greatest issue he could ever hope to have would 

be to go to the people and say I have lost the confidence of the 

House of Assembly, I am told I have lost the confidence of the people. 

We are being accused. Put the Opposition in the spot to prove the 

accusations they have been making. That would be a great issue . 

Ask for a mandate to govern the·Province and to on and develop the 

Province in an air that is not ridden with scandal. 

MR. ROBERTS: A fresh mandate. 

MR. FLIGHT: A fresh mandate. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. FLIGHT: And I would not be presumptuous enough, Mr. Speaker, 

to speak·on behalf of this party,on behalf of the Opposition but 

I would suspect that if. the Premier or his advisors would have the 

gall to do that, to go and look for a new mandate, that if they 

won the election then I doubt if you would hear any more talk of 

scandal from this side. That is the way to clear it. If you do 

not believe it, put it to the test. The Minister of Fisheries 

is laughing. The Minister of Fisheries may be one of the people 

who would survive such an election but the ones that survive will 

be very lonely over there. 

MR. NEARY: Over here you mean. 

MR. FLIGHT: Over here, switched around. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a fact suppose that in our 

Throne Speech we tried to devote most of our speech to our districts . 
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MR. FLIGHT: 

they had sons in school or a young family coming along, the future 

if there was any future must have ·been when that boy or girl was 

finished school, his future in Newfoundland when he.went to work. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, that happened to me and it happened. to hundreds 

of others. In 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963 when I ta 1 ked about the 

future it was the kind of a future that my son and hundreds others 

of his friends in this Province would have when they graduated from 

high school or graduated from vocational school. 

Well that future has arrived, Mr. Speaker, and 

my son eighteen years old and hundred of more sons eighteen years 

old is in Edmonton, Alberta. That is where their future was. Now 

the future looked pretty. good then, Mr. Speaker, things were happening. 

When I graduated from,high school, Mr. Speaker, there were thirteen 

people in my class. I attended a graduation the other night where 

the same school had thirty-eight. During the 1960's, Mr. Speaker, 

there was 
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:-!R. FLIGST: 

work, ~ot because the Gra~e XI's were that much better 

.educated, they might not have been, but there was work in 

this Province._ And a Ne_wfoundla,nder with Grace XI, if he 

so chose, if he chose not ~o go into university or he did 

not know what trade he wanted, if he chose to go into the 

job market, directly ,into the labour market, he could have 

done so because there was work. And then in the sixties, 

Hr. Speaker, the G'rade XI's started to run into competition 

~rom the people - the university had established - and people 

were coming out of university with one or two years - people 

who ~id not go on to graduate- they·~ere toming out with one 

or two years and it wis becoming more. and· more difficult. 

But the work was there . Now we come to 1968, Mr. Speaker, 

and I have attended over this past couple of weeks three 

or four zraduations with graduating classes 38, 40,45. 

What was in the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, to turn on or 

to give the people who are coming out of our high schools 

today some hope for the future in Newfoundland. The Minister 

of Mines and Energy talked about offshore oil. Is that 

our future, Mr. Spanker? - when the Mini~ter knows that if 

we were to bring in a producing well today the technology 

to bring that oil ashore - the technology to process -

to bring it ashore and process it is ten yemrs down the 

road. What are the people graduating from the vocational 

schools in this Province, today, :!r. Speaker'· zraduatins 

from Grade XI supposed' to do in the next eight or ten years? 

AN !ION. 1-!EMBER: (Inaudil:le) 

HR. FLIGHT: Pretty difficult to ~xplain it to 

some young fellow who just graduated from Grade Xi . 

A!l JIO!i. HE}!BER: 

about . 

You do not know what ycu are.talking 

9499 



• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1973 

HR. FLIGHT: 

A:{ HON. MEMBER: 

:1R. FLIGH'r: 

Tape 4141 GH-2 

·oh, no. 

No, but do you know? 

~hat are we supposed to - what are 

they supposed to do, Hr .. Speaker? Are they .. supposed to sit 

around - go to vocational school and get the - complete 

Grade XI . 

AN. HON. HE!-lBER: 

~!R. FLIGHT: 

Finish trade school. 

Finish trade school in three years? 

And then what are they supposed to do, Mr. Speaker? Are they 

supposed to wait eight or ten or twelJe:years for the 

technology - number one, if the offshore oil is out there 

in the kind of proportions we believe·ir is and we hope it 

is. Are they supposed to wait around Newfoundland until the 

technology is developed to bring ~t ashore? Or will they 

find jobs in Edmont~n? Or in Saudi Arabia? What happens in 

the next ten years? Hr. Speaker, I recall very vividly.and 

I want to mention this because it has been a pet - the Leader 

of the Opposition very eloquently a few days ago talked about 

the expenditures - the waste of this government. The reason, 

Mr. Speaker, there are no jobs in this Province tpday .- the 

reason that we are uot in a position and our young people 

are not in a position to wait to take advantage of the 

offshore oil - ·wait til our boat comes in - is this government 

has uasted callously the coney that would have been needeJ 

to develop the infrastructure of this Province - the rural 

development . I think he m~ntioned a figure of ~4-5 million 

spent out of which we have not 3ained one job. The $160 million 

to buy Brinco, 3200 million to buy out the Linerboard,-

i<ll nON. :·1El1BE~: 

:n. FLIGHT: 

$110 million Lower Churchill. 

$110 million Lower Churchill of 

which this Province has.not benefiited by it one cent. If 

the government~day- you cannot talk about this government's 
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~IR. FLIGHT:, ability to develop the future - to 

talk about the future - unless you are prepared to refer to 

what they did in the past. You use the past as a a thermometer. 

If they did not have the .sense or. the abilit.y to do it in the 

past, why should we believe. that they would have the vision 

to plan the future • $160 million wasted in the Lower Churchill 

and the buying of Brinco. Another $100 million wasted -

that money - if you could have borrowed that money to have 

bought Brinco - to have nationalized Brinco - to have wasted 

on the Lower Churchill - then you could have borrowed it to 

build the roads and the social - and various social needs in 

this Province today and, in so doing, nr .- Speak·er, not only 

would you have improved the way of life of ~ewfoundlande~s 

socially but you would have created jobs. Jobody seems to 

take into account the fact, Mr. Speaker, that when we had 

high unemployment in the sixties in this Province that by and 

large it was caused and created by the fact that the 

Nevfoundland .government was spendin! money. When a man 

went to work for Lundrigan building a bridge somewhere in 

Central Newfoundland or building a highroad or building a 

hospital, he never stopped to think he was working for the 

government, but in effect he was; and as a result we had 

full employment in this Province up til the late sixties. 

Along c~me this administration and ~he first ~o jump on 

the bandwagon of the Anti-Inflation, the first to say that 

we had to cut back on public works, well the Premier 

9501 



• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1978 Tape 4142 IB-1 

MR. FLIGHT: 

must have known, anyone must have known who would want to think about 

what had gone on up until now and looking at what would happen that 

the minute you cut back on publ~c works in this Province you had to 

create massive unemployment. 

Mr. Speaker,· there is not much hope for the young 

people who are coming out of school in this Province. And the only 

hope the Minister of Mines and Energy or the Premier holds out is 

the possibility of the bringing in .of offshore oil and gas or the 

development of cheaper electricity. What do we do while we.are 

waiting for that panacea? What do the young people in this Province 

do while they are waiting for the development of the Lower Churchill, 

of the bringing in of·offshore oil and gas? They leave the Province 

Mr. Speaker, by the·thousands. And one of the millstones around . 

this administration's neck three years down the road will be to look 

and find that we have spent millions and millions of dollars on our 

young people, training them for the type of jobs they thought might 

be available here, but they will not be. They will have gone to 

Alberta, Manitoba, Fort Tompson, Saudi Arabia, all over the world, 

anywhere but Newfoundland. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Mines and Energy 

has got no choice, he has go·t to defend the way they dealt with 

Brinco. He has got to defend the way that his administration has 

spent $3 million or $4 million. And not only did they spend the 

money, Mr. Speaker, they wiped out any hopes that the Province had 

of borrowing that kind of money. As I said before, Mr. Speaker, 

right now if there had been any good fiscal lines in that government 

they could have looked ahead. Everyone else in the world knew 

whose re~ponsibility it was to know, that we were moving into a tight 

money situation, that over the next three or four years it will be 

difficult to borrow money. They could have seen that. They should 

have seen it and yet they did not and they did it right at the time 

knowing they were going to face the worse five or six or seven years 
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MR. FLIGHT: 

in the financial history of the Western ~10rld.. Instead of 

saying, you know, we could have taken Churchill, we could have 

bought Brinco, after the oil came in. You could use that 

billion w~ are going to make on lhe offshore oil to have bought 

out Brinco . 

£lut no, Mr. Speaker. I am not the first one 

to say this and I am sure it is redund~nt now but I will guarantee 

you as long I have an audience I am going to keep talking about it. 

Because sooner or later, and I think it is happening, sooner or later 

Newfoundlanders are waking up to realize that one of the reasons we 

are in the trouble we are in today is the decisiOf!S taken by this 

. government over the past two or three years. 

SOME HON .. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

t·~. WELLS: Right on. 

MR._ F~_I_!1_!:ij_;__ Right on. 

~-NEARY: Even the member for Kilbride says. 

MR. FLIGHT: Even the member for Kilbride says and the Minister 

of Mines and Energy has got no choice, he has got to defend it. His 

idol in politics was the man who brought·it about and he has got 

no choice but to defend the decision.·· 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to say a few words 

about my district. I want to talk for a minute about some .Parts 

of my district. I will talk about Buchans. · The scandalous 

unbelievable indifference and irresponsibility and callousness of 

this government in dealing with a town and its people that faces 

the kinds of problems they are facing today. Mr. Speaker, I want 

to explode a myth and say this·to the House of Assembly and I 

want the attention of the House, that had there been a danger of 

the Buchans mines closing in 1954, had it indeed closed, then the 

Premier would have been right. He could have talked about Buchans 

as a mining town and everyone knows that when a mining town starts 

to die, it starts to die the day it starts to operate. But the myth 
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MR. FLIGHT: 

is this, Mr. Speaker, we have to separate now the mine from the 

community. There are third and fourth year buchaneers in that 

town, Mr. Speaker. There are people thirty-three and thirty-four 

and thirty-five years old who were born in the town. Had the 

mine closed in 1954 there ~10uld have been a possibility that the . 
people in Buchans, the heads of the families would have said, all 

right we will take our families and we will. go home and hoan could 

have been anywhere from St. Anthony, Mr. Speaker, to St. John's. 

But there is now fourth generation buchaneers to whom Buchans 

is home. Where do they go, Mr. Speaker? 

Now I want to try to impress on the House that 

it does·not matter if the mine closes there are 300 ro 400 families 

in Buchans who intend to stay there and make Buchans their home 

and continue to make a way of life there. Mr. Speaker, the Minister . 
of Mines and Energy· had a chance almost two years ago. Now he 

came into Buchans. I do not know yet. I beginning to believe that 

the only reason he came is because he was wined and dined by the 

major companies. The only time that he showed his nose into 

Buchans since the trouble started, he was brought in as a guest 

of the companies and wined and dined· 
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Mr. Flight: and he has not shown his face there since. 

The Minister of Tourism, Mr. Speaker, the present 

Minister of Tourism when he was Minister of Transportation made a 

commitment to the people of Buchans that he would come in and take a 

PK - 1 

look at the Buchans-Howley road,fly over it, he never came, he has 

not shown his face ·in there, Mr. Speaker, not one minister of the 

Crown except the one who has come in and again w.ined and dined by the 

companies has made any effort to come in and familiarize themselves 

with the situation. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, they can have it either way, they 

can spend· the dollars that is necessary now to provide an infrastructure 

on which the people who shows a desire 1~ho want to stay and make a living· 

or they can accept the fact that they.will spend that money through 

welfare programmes after the mine closes. The Minister of Mines and 

Energy, Mr. Speaker, must have a lot of sway in that Cabinet, and in that 

government, because I have not heard a member, it is not funny, it may be 

funny to him but it is not funny to the people in Buchans. 

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, 

MR. FLIGHT: It is very funny. There are ·very few people whom 

I have not talked to on that side of the House, ministers included, 

that have said to me; 'Graham' keep it up, what you are saying makes 

sense, the Budhans Howley road·does make sense. The people of 

Buchans should. have a chance to take advantage of the. Hinds Lake 

development. That they"should be permitted to benefit from some 

spinoff, it is a two to three year breathing space. 

I find that kind of a reaction from the ministers, 

backbenchers, but I find the same considerations do not extend to the 

Minister of Mines and Energy, who called the shot on the Hinds Lake 

thing. That it is not in the cards as far as he is concerned. 

MR. PECKFORD: (Inaudible) . 

MR. FLIGHT: Now, Mr. Speaker, we talk about priorities. 

It is a little bit, you know, Mr. Speaker, it is a little bit down-heartening 

when you pick up a paper and you read a public tender in a paper, the 

Town of Rattling Brook, in the minister's district, $200,000. They 

needed a bridge. But let us look at the priority, Mr. Speaker, did 
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Mr. Flight: needed a bridge. But let us look at the priority, 

Mr. Speaker, did the town of Rattling. Brook - well did the bridge 

that was going to be replaced and the road work done was that such a 

priority of trying to provide a basis of an economy for a town. like 

Buchans? The $2.5 million that is going to be spent, the $2.5 

million now. out under tender that is going to be spent in the hon. 

member's district of Bonavista North. The priority, Mr. Speaker, 

le~ us look at'it from across, will that accomplish, do they justly 

11eed that -

MR. PECKFORD: Sure they did. 

MR. FLIGHT: - input so badly, say, for instance as the Buchans 

PK - 2 

area, when you are looking at 500 men, the economy of the town totalling 

collasping, a town going on welfare. There is nothing left. There 

wi 11 be nothing 1 eft un 1 ess this government moves. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the road to Howley if it were 

built black topped would only cost $7 million or $8 million. We are 

not asking for a black top road, we·are asking for an ordinary gravel 

road to Howley, somewhere in the vicinity of $2 million or $3 million. 

And this. government refuses, Mr. Speaker, refuses to build that road, 

they refuse to do anything that will make it possible for a town of 

3,000 to 4,000 - well 4,000 or 5,000 livelihoods depending on that 

operation. You have another small town Buchans Junction next to it 

totally depending on the mining operation . 

So, Mr. Speaker, .what can one do. do not feel 

like getting the Buchans Task Force and waving it around,! did that before. 

Up to this pojnt in time this government has totally and callously 

refused to address themselves to the Buchans situation. They are 

waiting for the mine to close. They are waiting for a crisis situation. 

They are waiting for the people of Buchans to be forced on welfare. 

AN HON. MEMBER: It is there now. 

MR. FLIGHT: Well, Mr. Speaker, they are going on welfare 

because there are people in that town who do not intend to leave. 

There are 150 families in there who owns their own homes, who have 

mortgages up to their ears. They will not leave. And all the services 
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Mr. Flight: that you are providing no~1, the snowclearing, 

the maintenance of the roads will be maintained, and also you will 

feed those people because once they lose their pr.imary source of 

income there is nothing left. They are not in a position Jto go to 

·work on the Hinds Lake project. They are not ih a position to driving 

to Deer Lake-Corner Brook area. They are not in a position to, if 

PK - 3 

they had true traffic, the type I am talking about, maybe a trans-shipment. 

facility would be -established in Buchans, and jobs created. There will 

be nothing there only welfare • 
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• !-!r. Speaker, I will stand up, and tt will be a very distasteful 

thing for me to do in the town o.f Buchans, it will be. 

very distasteful for the people of Buchans to accept it, but 

• I 'd.ll stand up and say, Stay and take your welfare. l,'e watched, 

Hr. Speaker, millions and millions and millions of dollars 

being spent in this Province ~n the public sector, on improving 

roads in communities, putting in '~ater and sewerage systems, 

• doing things that when you look at the priorities, "hen you 

look at - and this government talks about priorities - that is • not required in any sense - the Hinister of Nines and Energy talks 

about that we have to fund the industrial sector. We have 

• to fund the development of this Province as opposed to the social 

sector. And when we fund· the development of the_ Province, 

when Pe develop our resources, then the money will flo'~ to 

provide the 'mter and seHerage, and provide the social needs 

that the people of Newfoundland are clamouring for. 

AN HON. MEMBER: It makes sense. 

MP. .• FLIGHT: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is '~hat 

I am suggesting to the minister now that for once he 

do what he has been preaching. He spent some money to •• develop an economy for the town of Buchans, because if 

he does not, he is allowing to develop in there no'J one of the 

biggest social welfare problems that this_Province_has_ever 

had. It will be a total complete town, a town that has 

• never accepted welfare in its life will suddenly be a total 

to'm depending on welfare, and they '~ill not leave. They . 
will not leave. This past year the people of Buchans have 

bought tteir homes from the American Smelting and Refining 

• Company. The minister should go in and see what is happening 

in there. Houses are_being renovated, painted, fences going up. 

The ·town is being cleaned up. They are not going. So what is 

h11ppening is that the attitude of this government right no'J 

• 
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~'r. Flight • 

is guaranteeing a town completely and totally dependent 

on welfare by. their very refusal to recognize the kinds of 

things that can be done to provfde a way of life or to· provide 

employment to make it possible· for: the people who .continue to 

live in Buchans to stay there and to continue to contribute. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we are getting down the road. 

It is eleven months now. If this House goes the l.".ay it went 

this past year, possibly before we sit another sitting of this 

House after its adjournment, the next time I stand up or anyone 

st"ands up to speak about Buchans, the mine could be closed, 

and we will have the problem on our hands that I have-been 

. talking about this past three years. You will have a town 

will 400 to 500 families, no economic base, no jobs and 

on total welfare. And if that happens, Mr. Speaker, the 

blame will have to lie squarely with the administration. A 

great deal of that blame, Mr. Speaker, will have to be shouldered 

by the Minister of Mines and Energy, because the Minister of 

Hines and Energy is probably more aware of the situation in 

Buchans than any other minister. He has been there. He 

has seen it first hand. He has had a chance to guarantee 

Buchans' ability to reap some of the economic spin off from 

the :·'inds Lake project. He has categorically refused. The 

Buchans highway road will come one day.if it is not until 

ten years down the road·, it will come. If it ••ere to be done 

now, H would probably save the town of Buchans from going 

into a cotr.plete total Helfare situation. Nm• the minister 

has got lt in his hands. P.is colleagues are ready to 

co-operate, . everyone of them individually. Hinisters have 

said, keep it up, it does not mal<'.e sense. There is no 

justification for withholding the kind of funds that are 

reauired to build that.road. But we wait and nothing happens. 

And then ue read tenders, $2 million spent on road construction 

in Bonavista North, $200,000 in the members own district, and• 

many, many others, many, many others. Th;lt alone would have built 
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1-'r. Flight . 

the road to Howley. And there may well be that much 

spent, $500,000 in· Bonavista South, more than $500,000: 

I .t·YOuld not be plioud of that if I were the minister. 

I tvould not be proud of. it because I doubt if the 

to~~s that 'that money has been spent in, could justify 

the expenditure to the point to the people of Buchans 

could. 

l!.R • :rORCA..-;:: Hhy not? 

1!R. FLIGHT: lfuy not? 

1·:P. .• }lQRGAN:· The need is there. 

~1R. FLIGHT: The need is there. Is the need there 

as great as it is to maintain an economy in a tow~ like 

Duchans. 

!·!.R, 1!0RGAN: The need is there. 

n1 .. FLIGHT: The minister would not know beca~se 

he promised the _people that he t-muld come into Buchans • 

,\s a matter of fact the minister misled the people of Buchans, 

Mr·. Speaker, maybe deliberately. There is a press release, 
\ 

a stated press release where he said that he was going. to 

talk to the }!inister of Mines and Energy when he was the Minister 

of Transportation about the 
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}fR. FLIGHT: possibility of building the access roads 

into the Rinds Lake construction sites under a fifty~fifty cost 

sharing deal. Hydro wil.l pay their share, Transportation will pay 

theirs. 

The minister then went on to say that 

he was coming into Buchans and over fly. He told representations 

of the people of Buchans, he will over fly. the Buchans-Howley 

Road and he did not show up. It is scandalous, Mr. Speaker, 

deceitful. 

HR. HORGAN: I left the portfolio a short ~ime after that 

now. Be honest now • 

MR. FLIGHT: Deceitful. No, he was in the portfolio for 

a long time after that, Mr. Spear~r. 

Hr. Speaker, I could go on and I will, 

you know, having sat in this House for three years, !1r. Speaker, 

knowing that the g;overnment have been aware of the Buchans problem, 

kno•.Jing they have had the Buchans Task Force in front of them, 

· :<nowing that they have had all the chances in the world, it is 

very frustrating to stand up and go over the same thing over and 

over again. But·, }!r. Speaker, this will probably be the last time 

that I ,Jill have the chance to give this kind of a speech. Because 

the same conditions will not exist in Buchans the next Throne Speech 

that is read in this House, barring a minine miracle, i•lr. Speaker, 

barring a miracle, Mr. Speaker, barring a miracle the town of Buchans 

will be down flat with no· future to look at other ti1an 11elfare, as 

a result of the callous, irresponsible attitude of this administration • 

There is one hope for the people of Buchans, 

Nr. Speaker, and the town of Buchans, and maybe a good many more tow"rls, 

and the hope is this, that before the Hinds Lake project is completed, 

or before Buchans is forced into a total welfare situation, the 

!finis ter of llines and Energy, the Minister of Tourism, the Premier,· 
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HR. FLIGHT: the Hinister of Justice, they mi~ht not 

be there to make the decisions • 

Hinds Lake ,is a three year project, 

:·!r. Speaker, and there is a very· good chance that the Itinis ter of 

}!~_nes and Energy vlill not have the ·final say on Hinds Lake, 

t!1e present Minister of 11ines and Energy.. There is a very good 

chance, since it is a three year project that the Premier will not 

decide whether the Buchans-Howley Road will be built. So the 

people of Buchans have one hope, one hope, :1r. Speaker, anci that 

is to throw him out and ~lave somebody there who will at least 

have enough sense of responsibility and enough compassion to 

indicate to him that they care, will have the decency to send 

a minister in. 

(Inaudible). i·!R. PECKFORD: 

i·!R. FLIGHT: Hr. Speaker, I can tell the }!inister of 

clines and Energy some thin2 else, that there are going to be 1, 000 

uten on the Hinds Lake project in 1979, 1;orking. There are going 

to be 500 who have worked all their lives in Buchans unemployed . 

T:1e minister should keep a very close watch on that situation. He 

utay find himself in a very uneviable position, after the Premier 

making statements that guarantees that the Hinds Lake project t;a's" 

moved up to acco=ociate the people of Buchans because he is so 

concerned and so a>;are of their problems, making statements that 

he guarantees that Buchans will get the priority to the jobs, with 

tile i'linister of Transportation saying. that, "We are going to :,uilci 

the Buchans·-Hcwley Road in conjunction with Hydro." Having listened 

to that kind of thing over the past t~1ree years, and seeing nothing 

:1appen and suddenly having lost their jobs >lithout a move, I ·.;ould 

aot blame the people of Buchans, !1r. Speaker, the unemployed, the 

people who lost their jobs if t:1ey resented the fact that they were 

excluded to a point that they 11ould go in and say, "We want jobs 

on that site." A11d that kind of action follows its own course. And 

if it 11appens t~1e minister has set it up. Tne minister and his 
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}!R. FLIGHT: colleagues will take the blame for 

any developcents that take place on the fiinds Lake site. 

Well, l1r. Speaker, that is, as I 

say, before I get a chance to talk about Buchans or Hinds Lake 

again there will be a Throne Speech· and the situation will 

have - it will be this time next year I would presume and 

the situation in Buchans will have changed totally. The Hinds 

Lake project will be going on. 500 men in Buchans will be wall:ing 

around wondering where they are going to work. TI1e whole town 

will be wonder. The Minister of Municipal Affairs has 

incorporated Buchans now, the town council. Now where does he 

suspect the revenue is going to come from to maintain the facilities 

that he talks about for the town of Buchans7 Where is the 

revenue going to be generated? Is the Department of Welfare 

going to pay for the operation of all the facilities we have 

in Buc!1ans right now7 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a callous, 

irresponsible, honest deliberate, deliberate attempt to ignore 

the problems facing the people in that area. This government 

has deliberately, to this point in time, ignored totally and 

deliberately ignored the plight of the people of that town, 

and lir. Speaker, they are going to answer for it. And they are 

going to answer for it more than Buchans. The people of 

Ne~•foundland are Hatching •rhat is happening in Buchans. The 

people of Grand Falls are watching what is happening. TI1e people 

of Bishop Falls are watching <That is happening in· Buchans. A 

lot of the people of Springdale are v!atching what is happening. 

They are v!atching this government's abili,tY to deal I·Tith that 

kind of a situation. They are Hatching the callous attitude of 

this government. w"herever I go in t!1is Province they ask me, 

"Well what is the situation in Buchans? What 
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:·!R. FLIGHT: 

has been done about it? The people of St. John's -

nothing has been done about it, and the people of this 

Province are watching, watching this govern~ent's ability 

and its imagination and its desire,and they have had four 

years to do the things that need to be done, that could 

have been done, spent $200,000 on a task force report, 

bluffed the people of Newfoundland. That came as a result 

of appeasement - 'we have a strike on our hands - how do 

we get it over and get the people back to work? Get a task 

force and have a task force look at the situation and have 

the task force recommend to us what can be done in that 

town.' $200,000! Better that $200,000 was put on the 

Buchans - Howley Road. Not one recommendation. of that 

Task Force report has been looked at - not one! That is 

the kind of a government that the bon. members opposite 

are prepared to support. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Mines 

and Energy - since I am on the Buchans situation and have 

three or four minutes, I guarantee you, Mr. Speaker, that 

I will find some legislation somewhere - because I want to 

talk a·bout Windsor, the government 1 s lack of initiative and 

lack of concern for the town of Windsor; I want to talk 

about Badger; I want to ask the minister what he has done 

- last year they went through a tragic flooding, a disastrous 

flooding, and the Minister of Mines and Energy made all kinds 

of promises things would be done to make sure that the -

MR. PECKFORD: The things I promised were done. 

MR. FLIGHT: Name one. Nothing was done, 

Mr. Speaker, not a thing. The gauge is not in place, the 

work on the river not done, the dams upstream not done, 

nothing done, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. PECKFORD: Every commitment (inaudible) 

(inaudible) right behind me 100 per cent . 
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MR. FLIGHT: The people behind that minister 

• in Newfoundland are getting less and less every day, 

Mr. Speaker. He will not believe it. 

AN HON. MEMBER:. '!'hat is r.ight. 

MR. FLIGHT: Less and le~s every day. 

• And, Mr. Speaker, I want to talk 

about this government's lack of concern for the town of 

Windsor, its willingness to let it stagnate. The town has 

as much growth potential as any other town in this Province, 

• but its deliberate withholding of funding, the kind of . 
funding that Windsor would need - I hear the Minister of • Municipal Affairs talking about $50 million they spent in 

St. John's on the regional water supply sanitation, 

$1 million the town of Windsor needs and cannot get it . • Their health and their need to develop and their·need to 

expand and their ambitions in life are just as great as 

those of the people of St. John's. I am doubtful if 

St. John's needed that kind of expenditure to the same extent 

• that the people of Windsor need it. The minister does not 

want to talk about that. 

Mr. Speaker, forestry - I have all 

kinds of notes made here. I went too long on Buchans, 

~. Mr. Speaker. But what I want to hear the minister now 

when he - he says he is going to speak on this Throne Speech. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: Oh, yes! l~ho? 

l1R. FLIGHT: The Minister of Mines and Energy. 

• I want him to tell us or delegate some other minister to 

tell us - the minister owes us this, he owes the people of 

Newfoundland this and the people of Buchans - tell us what 

is in store, tell us what plans that this government have 

• to deal ~ith the situation that is going to develop in 

Buchans over the next eleven months. Now the time has come, 

Mr. Speaker, we have gone four years, and four years they 

• 
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MR. FLIGHT: have sloughed it off with 

task force reports, with setting up ~ommittees, and 

ambiguous statements. Now we have eleven months left. 

The bottom is going to go out of_the mine, the mine 

is going to shut down. We.have 500 people unemployed, 

a whole town • 

Now, MrL Speaker, the minister 

or the Premier owes it to this House and owes it to the 

people of Buchans to say, 'This is what is going to 

happen.' 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

Now what is going to happen? 

What plans does the minister have in mind to institute -

AN HON. MEMBER: Zero. None. 

MR. FLIGHT: - that will take up some of the 

slack, that will make it possible for the people who 

have contributed for the past fifty years to this town, 

non-stop contributing - now what are the plans? 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

writing letters. 

. MR. FLIGHT: 

He is spending all his time 

Or are we going to just forget it 

and let Buchans disappear? The people after two years 

will get tired and they will move otit. Are we just going 

to let it go? Now what are the minister's plans, 

_Mr. Speaker? The people of Buchans want to know. This 

House of Assembly 
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• ~!R. NEARY: Write them all a poison pen letter. 

MR. W. ROHE: l~rite them all letters. 

MR. SPEAKER! The ho·n. gentleman has moved· the 

adjournment • 

• The hon. gentleman has three more 

minutes left. 

HR. FLIGHT: 1·1ell, Hr. Speaker, I can finish up right 

now. Again I challenge the minister, or the Premier, or some minister 

• on that other side who feels it is in his area of responsibility, 

• to tell the people of this Province just what their plans are for 

the' town of Buchans, and for. the town of Buchans Junction, and for 

the thirty people who will be laid off from Badger, who works in 

• iluchana. w1tat is that area? What is the total Central ;;ewfounllland 

area faced with <·Then that mine goes? 

The i1inister of Justice, for argument's s~~e. 

'Nitat about it? The ~linister of Finance, what is the Hiniater of 

• Finance proposing with regard to the town of Buchans that will be 

shut down totally next Harc11, a. bout nine months from no1~. 500 

men out of 1-1ork totally,. no other way at this stage, of making a 

l:!.ving there,' No hig:troad through it, no access to the West Coast, 

•• forty-eight miles removed from the Trans Canada Highway. Now t:1e 

minister :1as had five years and had task force reports, kne1·1 it 

was going to happen, so no1-1 we are in crisis year. No~1 what is 

ti1e minister's plan? What are the }linister of Finance's plans? 

• What 1muld his plans be if it 1-1ere any other to<m in Newfoundland? 

St. Lawrence was lucl~y, Hr. Speaker. We 

do not envy St. Lawrence. There was the possibility to develop a 

fish plant there but the possibilities are in Central Newfo~~dland too. 

• He have possibilities. All we need is a government with some compassion 

who 1-1ill come in and look at the situation and do what has to be done. 

If you could build a fish plant in St. L~wrence you can build a road 

• 
9517 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1978 Tape No, 4147 NH - 2 

:·iR. FLIGHT: to Howley and let the people of Buchans 

get through to the West Coast. Why deny them the road, it is 

going to come anyway. \fuera is the leadership? The Province 

is going to put the inoney' that is required to build a fish plant 

in St. La1rrence. Great. The people of Buchans 1dll support it • 

Some of their money will be used, Some of the money they have 

paid in taxes over the last fifty years will be used to help 

finance the fish plant in St. Lawrence. 

Now I 3uarantee you that the people 

of St. LaHrence or Placentia or St. Anthony would be prepared to 

use some of their tax dollars to build a road from Buchans to 

Howley, realizing what that road 11ill mean to the people of 

Buchans • 

This government has not even got 

the decency to hold out some hope. They will not even make a statement 

to the effect .that they mmt to do something, they intend to do 

something. They refuse to even say anything that will hold out 

some hope to the people of CentraL Newfoundland, of the Bucha~s 

area. So I ~1ill be ~~aiting for t:1e answers, Hr. Speaker, and with 

that, Sir, I adjourn the debate. 

SQ}lE HON . !·!EMBERS : 

:JR. SPEAKER: 

~. LUSH: 

il<'.ar, hear! 

The han. member for Terra ~ova. 

~-Ir. Speaker, I stand in my place to 

get started in this debate and by so doing I will adjourn. So 

I move the adjournment • 

HR. SPEAKER: The han. gentleman has moved the 

adjournmen:t.of the debate. 

It being five-thirty a??roximately, a motion 

to adjourn is deemed to be before the House. The first matter for 

debate, the subject of it is the marketing of produce of the sea 

in the European markets. 

The han. member for LaPoile . 
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2·!R. NEARY: l~r. Speaker, the ne•~s from ~lashing ton 

• '.las not good at noon today. I have not heard any late breaking 

news, Sir, about whether or not the American Government are 

going to whack tariffs on the fish going ~nto the United States 

from Newfoundland. But that possibility is there, Sir, and 

• the possibility, Hr. Speaker, of the Newfoundland fishery losing 

its main traditional carket in the United States in my opinion, 

could turn out to be a blessing in disguise. The United States 

market, Sir, is a very large one in metric tons but it is 

• simply relegated throughout the years. The fishermen, the 

• fish plant producers in this Province, they put us in the role 

of hewers of 1<ood and drawers of •~ater, and fishers of the deep. 

Prohibitive tariffs, Sir, threatened by the United States, have . . . 

• prohibited Newfoundland from getting into processing and packaging 

our products =ight here in this Province. h'e have been blinded, 

Sir, we have been blinded to the value added concept whereby 

processing refinements could have increased the value of our 

• sea harvest to at least ten times its present price • 

Hr. Speaker, I believe it was eight or 

ten years ago I had the opportullity to visit the Harystmm fish 

plant \vhen it first started up and sa1v Newfoundland fish, paid 

•• for at that time I believe it .vas four cents or four and a half 

cents a pound, being 

• 
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MR. NEARY: processed and packaged at Marystown in a beautiful, 

up-to-date modern fish plant, believe, 200 different labels were put 

on the fish and all sent into the American market where it was 

retailed at twenty times-the price paid to our Newfoundland fishermen. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right. 

MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. Speaker, exactly ten years ago in 

Newfoundland The Journal Of.Commerce publ1shed a report on a 

survey of whose purpose it was to examine the possibilJty that the 

affects of the closing of-traditional markets to the products of 

Newfoundland fishing industry might have and migh~ be offset by 

a marketing programme directed at the consumer both in Newfoundland 

and on the Mainland of Canada. This survey was ~arried out over 

here. at the College of Fisheries in conjunction with the College of 

Trades and Technology to find out if ~1e lost our traditional 

market what effect it would have on the Newfoundland fishery and_ the 

Newfoundland economy? And what were the alternatives? 

At that time, Mr. Speaker, ten years ago of 

the protein intake of Canadians only 4.9 per cent came from the seas 

as compared with a whopping 57 per cent for the people of Japan. 

The research team, Sir, also discovered that Newfoundlanders 'consumed 

almost double the daily Canadian average, although a considerable 

quanity of the fish they ate had been processed on the Mainland or 

down in the United States and shipped back to Newfoundland. Mr. 

Speaker, that survey pointed.up the very real opportunity for the 

sales of fish in our Canadian and Newfoundland market. But our 

fishing industry did not accept the challenge . 

Today, Sir, it is not too late, in fact, today 

we must in this Province of' Newfoundland immediately get to work on 

selling the consumers of Canada on the value of our basic product 

as a principal protein competent in their diet. We must market fish 

to Canada, the Mainland of Canada to be eaten by Canadians. And 

simultaneously, Mr. Speaker, we should lay real plans for marketing 

to the European economic community.and other countries who already 
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Mr. Neary: consider fish a staple of their diet. 

note, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister 

of Fisheries this morning was quoted on radio as being in favour 

of increasing our .se 11 i rig effort to Europ_e in the event that the 

PK - ,2 

United States - anything should happen to the United States market 

or they should take a turn for the worst, the minister indicated 

that we should take a look at the European market or they should 

take a turn for the worst. The minister indicated that we should 

take a look. at the European market. The minister I do. not believe 

mentioned the possibilities of marketing fish in Canada • 

So I am going to ask the minister 

now,. Sir, the Mi.nister of Fisheries what finn plans he has for our 

fishery in terms, first, of taking advantage of the value added 

concept by encouraging in a practical ~1ay the sophisticated 

processing packaging and transportation to markets of Newfoundland 

fish? What plans he has for exploiting the Canadian market itself 

with the huge potential .for missionary marketing? What specific 

approaches he will use to win acceptance of our product in the highly 

competitive European market? And exactly what he will do to win 

acceptance for processed and packaged fish in the United States market, 

so that our·industry may benefit to the full use by the value added 

concept in its exports to our Southern neighbours ·instead of 

continuing its traditional role of providers of raw materials only. 

I will be very interested, Sir, in 

hearing the minister's answers to these questions. These are very 

very important questions. They must not be sidetracked or ,iust 

wis~y-washy answers given. The minister , I believe, now after the 

House being opened for several months rapidly drawing to a close 

if the government can do it, I believe the minister owes it to the 

House and to the peo~le of this Province to tell us n01•1 what plans 

the minister has to find alternative mad:ets for our Ne~;foundland fish·: 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Fisheries. 
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MR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, the matters mentioned by 

the member for LaPoile U1r. Neary) are to say the least motherhood 

issues in this Province. We all recognize ·the need for getting 

involved in further processing of fish. I do not th.ink any 

Newfoundlander enjoys the ro 1 e of being a hewer of wood and 

PK - 3 

a drawer of water but there are certain facts of life, Mr. Speaker, 

that we must recognize. You talk about sending the finished 

product into the U.S. Of course, there is a tariff problem there 

"that must be overcome before finished fish can be, or at least 

cooked and breaded fish can be exported into the U.S. I am not 

sure, I share his concern that maybe all that can be done by the 
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MR. W. CARTER: 

private sector is being done. I sometimes think that 

maybe they have found themselves in a rather comfortable 

position, safe position and that maybe the private sector 

is not exploring every avenue open to them to get involved 

in further proc~ssin~. But in fairness to them, Mr.Speaker, 

I do not think we can overlook certain very basic facts, 

one being that when you talk about the Canadian market 

I would submit that a fish plant, for example, like the 

one in Marystown owned by Fishery Products, that plant 

could probably produce enough fish in one week to keep 

the Canadian market satisfied for a whole year. Canadians 

are not consumers of .fish. In fact the average Canadian 

consumes between eight and ten pounds a year. So therefore 

there is not a big market. Contrary to common belief 

there is not a big market for sea foods in Canada. And 

then, of course, we cannot ignore the fact that we are 

separated from the main market by ninety miles of very 

expensive travel. We must recognize the fact that other 

companies operating in other provinces, our sister provinces, 

are in a much better position to cater to the Canadian market 

than we are. 

When you talk about the European 

market, we believe that therein lies probably one of the 

big hopes for the future of the fishing industry. I do 

not think, Mr. Speaker, we can accept the position that we 

are going to continue to be 85 per cent dependent on the 

U.S. market. That is a frightening position. It certainly 

does not do very much for my sense of well-being or security 

and I am sure that fishermen and people involved in the 

fish processing sector of the industry must at times be 

very concerned, very worried, very insecure, realizing that 

they have, in fact, put all of their eggs in one basket. 

And what have we done about it? Mr. Speaker, we have done 
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HR. W. CARTER: many things. And bearing in mind 

that government cannot be expected to do everything -

you know, we have a reasonably·aggressive private sector 

in fisheries. We have, I believe, done things, provided 

programmes that will have the effect of priming the pump, 

as it were, creating a·healthier atmosphere wherein the 

private sector can maybe get involved in further processing. 

And I refer the House to a programme announ·ced recently in 

the House wherein we outlined our policy of making very 

attractive loans, loans on very attractive terms, available 

to the small and intermediate size fish processing company 

.who expressed a desire and interest in getting involved in 

secondary processing. In fact, we are now making available 

to the private sector loans of up "to 70 ,per cent or $50.000 

whichever is the lesser amount, to companies that are 

purchasing,or at least investing money in machinery to 

under~ake secondary processing. These loans are, as I said, 

~n very favourable terms. The repayment, the amortization 

period is extended. The interest rates, I beiieve, are 

from 1/4 of ~ per cent to about 1 per cent above prime 

lending rate, government lending rate, plus the fact last 

year we made, I believe it was around $50,000, not a big 

amount, but significant certainly in relation to the project 

undertaken. We made that money available to Fishery Products 

to enable them to get involved in the further processing. 

So, Mr. Speaker, a lot is being 

done, and contrary to common belief, contrary to the impression 

created today by my colleague and friend opposite, all of 

the fish leaving our Province does not, I repeat, does not 

leave in a raw state. A lot of ·the resources of the sea 

that have been harvested by our people are now leaving the 

Province in a cooked and a prepared state. And as time 

goes on, as tariff conditions become more favourable, as 

we succeed, maybe, in scaling down tariffs as in fact other 
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MR. W. CARTER: countries have done, then I am 

• sure that we will be able to export more fish in a 

finished state as opposed to the amount that we are now 

/. . 
sending out of the count~y.in a raw state. 

AN HON. HEMBER: Hear, hear! 
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~!R. SPEAKEP.: The second matter for debate is the 

issuing of shrimp licenses. The bon. member for Trinity-· Bay de Verde 

}P... F • ROI.rE: Mr. Speaker, approximately a year or so 

ago there were a number of shrimp beds discovered off. the Coast of 

Labrador. Yesterday .the Minister of Fisheries through a Hinisterial 

Statement read a letter or telex, a· protest to the Federal Fisheries 

Minister, Romeo LeBlanc whereby Mr. Romeo LeBlanc had issued two 

licenses to t1v0 Nova Scotian firms, t•.vo to New Brunswick, two to Quebec, 

two to Fisheries Products and three which aee held in abeyance for 

Labrador until such time as the technology catching capacity,processing 

capacity is in place. Now, Sir, he read out that letter or telex of 

protest , an attack on the Minister of Fisheries. We agreed that there 

should be more Newfoundland licenses issued, Newfoundland and Labrador 

licenses issued and we asked the minister yesterday and again today, 

Sir, l'bat initiative he and his department have taken before this 

announcement in order to get more Newfoundland and Labrador licenses 

issued? Sir, the minister skirted the question completely. Sir, I 

refer you to a Hansard of yesterday when we asked the minister following 

the Ministerial Statement what initiatives has the minister taken to 

make representation to the federal government and Romeo LeBlanc in this 

matter. Sir, and his answer is as follows; "l:r. W. Carter, He have 

endeavoured at every possible opportunity, we have used every device 

at our disposal to impress upon Ottawa the need for closer consultation, 

for more dialogue in the matter of determining the issuan~e of licenses 

especially with respect to the shrimp stock." That is the !~ey part, 

Sir, "especially with reapect· to the shrimp stock." And ·then he 

carries on , Sir, until we interjected with, "l'bo did you make your 

representations to?" Sir, the minister replied, "Naturally to the 

minister." presimedly the Hinister of Fishe,,ries, ''We would not go 
. I 

beletv the minister : in this." "-r:·~ble the correspondence." we shouted 

back, Sir, "I do not have it here but we have it." Now, Sir, the 

minister has said that every endeavour has been used in the matter of 

determining the issuing of licenses especially with respect to shrimp 

·stocks and naturally these representations have been made to the Federal 
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1'R.F.ROWE: Minister of Fisheries. We would not go 

below the minister in this and we have correspondence but we do not 

have it here." ;-'e asked the minister, Sir, to table that today and 

the minister refused. 

Sir, I have conducted some extensive 

research into this matter and, Sir, this is important, it is not a joking 

matter . 

A.~ HON. MEMBER: 

HR. F. ROl-lE: 

It is ~ore than a laughing matter. 

Sir, niy research shows· that there is 

absolutely no record of correspondence or telex or telephone calls 

from our }!inister of Fisheries to the Federal Hinister of Fisheries, 

Romeo LeBlanc since October of 1977. A total of eight months, Sir . 

:-low, Sir, my research has turned that up. Now the .only l¥ay the minister 

can disprove that is by tabling the correspondence or telexes. 

AN RON .l:E!·'BEP.: (Inaudible) 

~:R. H. ROHE: He hope he does. 

1'R. F. ROl·!E : I hope he does, Sir, because·, Sir, 

\i1e need more in this House of Assembly than a l1iniste r of Fisheries 

<Iho still has the Opposition mentality that he gained for seven years 

in Ottawa. Sir, as a vampire needs blood this minister needs publicity 

in order to survive and his way of getting publicity, Sir, is one 

constant attack on OttaHa and the Minister of Fisheries. So I submit, 

Sir, that the only way the minister can prove that he has shown a 

sincere interest in getting the maximum number of shrimp licenses 

for :-lewfoundland and Labrador is to. table ,and prove by tabling the 

correspondence that he has had with Romeo LeBlanc regarding 
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:·IR. F. ROI,TE: shrimp licences. Sir, we need a 

statesman for a l·Unis ter 'of Fisheries in this Province if 

we .are to gain more jurisdiction and have more control over 

the fisi1eries in this Province.· l'e w"'uld'need a statecman, 

Sir, not a slick PR ninister, a slick hatchet man who continuously 

attacks the Xinister of Fisheries in Ottawa. And, Sir, I 

submit that the minister should lay upon the table of this 

Ho~se proof that he has had correspondence and ma~e representation 

to Ottawa with respect to shrimp licences • 

SOHE HON. NEHBERS: 

l·nt. SPEAKER: 

:1R. ".,7, CARTER: 

Hear, hear! 

T~e hon. Minister of Fisheries • 

Today I have witnessed something I 

never thought I would see, when a fellow Newfo~ndlander in 

his place in this House, representing as we do the people of 

this Province, including the people of Labrador, the Northern 

Peninsula, and take that kind of a position. I l1ad a word 

for it, Hr. Speaker, but it would not be parliamentary, the 

son of a man for whom I have so much respect, Dr. Fred Rowe, 

.a good Newfoundlander - no seriously, I mean this, to get in 

his place and to -

SOl1E HON. HE}ffiERS; 0?1, oh! 

HR. DOODY: 

UR. l~ • CARTER: 

is not my problem. 

. l·:R. DOODY: 

!.ffi. W. CARTER: 

NR. HORGAN: 

:m.. IV. CARTER: 

:·m.. F. ROWE: 

HR. SPEAKER: 

T!1e• two of them are going over ther~ now . 

If tl1e hon. member does not agree that 

The ~obsey ·Twins are going over there nov; . 

That is not my problem. 

He is a traitor to his Province. 

Well the issue is not -

Hr. Speaker. on a point of order. 

A point of order. 
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!·!R. F. ROWE: A point of order, Sir, I distinctly heard 

that hon. member for Bonavista So~th (rfr. Morgan) say that I am 

a traitor to the Province. Sir, I would ask Your Honour to 

instruct the member ·to 1i'ithdraw·that particular remark ~·1ithout 

qualification, and apologize to Your Honour and the House • 

~1R. HIOO!AN: Traitor is a very treacherous word 

to interpret so I do not know what Your Honour can do about 

that. 

SOliE HON. }!EMBERS! 

MR. SPEAKER: 

ti1e remark. 

l1R. HORGAN: 

Hear, hear! 

The hon. gentleman would ••i thdraw 

Yes, Hr. Speaker, I witlicil::aw it and 

sincerely hope none of us are traitors to our Province, but I 

am sometimes doubtful. 

MR. SPEAK.E::t: 

•nthdra~l it again. 

HR. DOODY: 

!1R. MORGAN: 

I think the hon. member had better 

Tv10 withdrawals in one day is some thin<;. 

Okay, Mr. Speaker, I withdraw. 

l·ffi:. H. CARTER: I hope, Mr. Speaker, that is not coming 

out of my time. I have only three minutes. 

The fact of ti<e matter. is, ~!r. Speaker,- we 

have made strong representation ~dth Fishery Products, but that is not 

the issue, !·!r. Speaker. And I will admit the fact that you 

cannot - if I am lying you cannot condone a lie from a member, 

but I am not lying. But that is not the issue. The issue, 

}:r. Speaker, is the. principle involved that do ~'e as 

Netdoundlanders have any special rigi1t to that stock. And the • 

hon. members yesterday missed what I think was a golden 

opportunity tvhe·re this House that has in the past feH months 

created an image across this country of being a petty, bickering 
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t!R. !J. CARTER: type of an atmos;,!tcrc, scandal 

mongering, rumours of scandal, that :i.s the image that has 

gone across Canada~ We missed a golden chance yesterday 

for this House to have stood up~ Mr. Speaker 

HR. F. ROI.ffi: Table it. 

~m.. 1-1. CARTER: It is not a matter of tabling 

al'lything, and I do not have to table anything. The fact 

remains, :-!r. Speaker, are the actions of the minister in 

Otta\~a in the best interest of Newfoundland or not.· That is 

the issue. It is not whether Carter wired LaBlanc, when 

he wired LaBlanc, if he wrote him or telephone him. 1-fnat 

nonense. What kind of utter nonsense. It is disgusting, 

l!r. Speal;.er, to see Nevfoundlanders acting that way. They are 

not 1-1orthy, Hr. Speaker, of the name. They are not wort~IY 

of the name. 

SO:-iE HON. l-luillERS: Oh, oh: .. 
HR. SPEAKER: f.nd I submit to you, Sir, that the:,• si1oulci 

be less concerned about trying to prove that I am a liar, which 

they cannot do; but more concerned with protecting the rights 

of our people. 

SOHE HOH. HEl1B Ei:.S: Hear, hear! 

~::R. I<. CARTER: Especially the people, Hr. Speaker, wi1o 

are beL1g denied a chance to mal~e a decent living in St. Anthony, 

Labrador, the Norteast Coast, because of the actions of a 

minister in Otta~;a -.,J:.o is more concerned with petty politics, 

and o not kid yourself and that \-rill be proven by the way, , 

'N'i thin days -

:!R. HORGAN: - O\ffi district. 

:'!R. lv. CARTER: I will inform the House one of these 

days where these three licences for New BrunsHick went. If that 

is the idnd of a minister that you condone, and your colleagues, 

you cal'l have him. He is r.ot acti:.lg in my best interest and in the 
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:1R. W. CARTER: 'interest of our Province. But imagine 

trying to cloud the issue tdtil proving that I can table the 

documents, t;hen the issue is whether or not fellow N~'l:foundlanders 

living on the Northern Labrador·Coast, the Sout:,~rn Coas:: 

of Labrador, the Northern Peninsula, are being denied a chance 

to make a decent living because of the 
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MR. W. CARTER: actions of Ottawa. I would not take that from 

my own mother, Mr. Speaker. If my mother were Minister of Fisheries 

in Ottawa I would not defend her in that regard. And I am ashamed 

of my colleagues opposite, ashamed of them for being ~o petty, and 

yesterday for being so political in getting up and trying to-

AN HON. MEMBER: . 

·MR. W. CARTER: 

· What have you done? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. W. CARTER: 

AN . HON. · MEMBER: 

MR. ~~. CARTER: 

What did you ·do? 

At least I took a stand for Newfoundland. 

Oh, oh! 

\~hat have you done? 

Took the same as Romeo. 

You have taken nothing, only get up and spread 

rumounnongering trying to prove::your point by putting others down. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. W. CARTER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. W. CARTER: 

quit . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. HICKMAN:. 

Order, please! 

And if I had to do that, Mr. Speaker: -

The hon. minister's time has expired. 

- to advance my position in politics I will 

Hear, hear! 

I move that it beinQ 6:00 o'clock the· House co 

now adjourn until 8:00 o'clock. 

MR. SPEAKER: The motion before the Chair is that the House 

now adjourn. Those in favour "Aye", contrary "Nay". 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: "Nay". 

MR. SPEAKER: In my opinion the Nayes have it. 

will leave the Chair until 8:00 this evening . 
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The House resumed at 8:00P.M . 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

The han. member for Terra Nova .. 

S0!1E ·noN. MEr1BERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. T. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I stand to support the 

sub-amendment so skill fully plit together by my han. call eague and 

friend for Baie Verte-White Bay (Mr. Rideout) .. Mr. Speaker; to 

understand and appreciate the performance of any government, to 

understand how well it has 1 ived up to the,c;ommitment that it has .,_,,. 

made in various Speeches from The Throne, once you go back and 

review some of these Speeches and see just how the government measured 

up to the kinds of philosophy to ~thich they articulated and the kinds 

of programme which they espoused. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to allude for 

the.moment to the first such document produced by this government 1972, 

March 1·; 1972, a document that ended up,in essence, being an election 

manifesto. Mr. Speaker, just to look at a couple of the items in 

this particular document, as I have said !Defore to evaluate the 

performance of this administration. The first paragraph, Mr. Speaker, 

in that document or a sentence in the first paragraph says, "This 

.House of Assembly opens at a time 1n our history where there is 

throughout the Province a rising .expectation of an new era. Coupled 

with a deep concern caused by the very high level of unemployment, and 

the need for the creation of thousands of new permanent jobs." 

Mr. Speaker, this is· a government 

of fantasies, promises, and dreams. And I shall allude to what 'I 

think is dreams, and what is fantasies, and what is promises as I go 

down through • 

MR. NEARY: What year is that? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. LUSH: 1972, March 1, 1972. 

MR. NEARY: That was a two hour session that cost $500,000 . 

MR. LUSH: That is right. 
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Mr. Lush: This , Mr. Speaker, I classify as a dream 

in retrospect now that we know what the situation is, and I will 

be alluding to that later. But, Mr. Speaker, I ~1i1l read that 

again. "This House of Assembly opens at a time in our history 

when there is throughout the Province a rising·expectation of a 

PK ~ 2 

new era. Coupled.with a deep concern caused by the very high 

level of unemployment, and the need for the creation of thousands 

of new permanent jobs." A dream, Mr. Speaker, a dream. 

Again the last sentence on that page alludes to 

unemployment.again. "Newfoundland need not have the highest unemployment 

record and the lowest per capita income of this great nation." 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

MR. LUSH: "My government is planning to introduce new 

social and economic policies to guide effective development within the 

Province. My government pledges itself to the philosophy" ~ this 

is what I want hon. members to listen to. 

MR. WHITE: The Domesday Book. 

MR. LUSH: "My government pledges itself to the philosophy 

of inter~regional equity, government inter..!Eiepartmental co~ordination 

and i nter~governmenta 1 partnership." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the philosophy.of intergovernmental 

equity, that is what I would to conrnent on for a moment. That to me, 

Mr. Speaker, ~ 

MR. :lOBERTS: Thnse. were pet words. 

MR. LUSH: That to me, Mr. Speaker, means spending equally 

the taxpayers dollars in this Province, spending that equally in all 

of the regions in this Province. ~ow, Mr. Speaker, I wish 

somehow I could get my hands on the money that. was spent in Bonavista 

South last year and the money that was spent in Trinity North ~ 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

MR. LUSH: ~ on water and sewer services, and on upgrading and 

construction and pavjng of roads. I ~lish I could get these -figures, 

Mr. Speaker. They are hard to. come by. But by reading all of the· 
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. Mr. Lush: announcements that the two hon. members concern put 

in the local newspaper it would not do much, i.f I were to make 

that comparison to the district of Terra Nova, Mr. Speaker, -

MR: WHITE: It should be outlawed! 

MR. LUSH: it would be - it is fantastic, fantastic if I 

could have that figure to know the money that was spent in Terra 

Nova as compared·tO what was spent in Bonavista South and in Trinity 

North on these two very important vital services of transportation 

and water and sewer services. It would be a scandal, Mr. Speaker. 

It would be a scandal, disgraceful . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. LUSH: !~ell so much, Mr. Speaker, -

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) We have three kinds of' 

scandals, we have mini-scandals, medium scandals and major scandals . 

Is it a mini scandal ? 

MR. LUSH: In comparison, Mr .. Speaker, in comparison 

it would be a mini scanda 1. • 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH: 

A mini scandal . 

In comparison, or comparatively speaking. 

But so much, Mr. Speaker, for inter-regional 

equity, another dream, another fantasy, inter-regiona 1 equity. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I. am going to skip over 

a. lot of the promises and a lot of the fantasies, but some I want to 

point out. The government comes on to talk about the importance 

of resource devel opemnt. And it says, "A 11 resource heritage areas · 

of our Ne~tfoundland ~tater resources, power, mines, farmland, fisheries, 

minerals, both offshore and onshore, our 

9535 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• e 

• 

• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1978 Tape 4154 (~ight) EC - 1 

HR. LUSH: natural gas and petroleum 

reserves, tourism, in short all base resource sources 

will be as is our birthright, the prdperty of the people 

of Newfoundland:" And listen to this, Mr. Speaker, this 

is the important point: "Legitimate inv~st~rs will be 

encouraged. Decent, fair pa-rtnership relationships will 

be established and a climate.of good, healthy, honest 

development will be generated in ~hich legitimate business 

will be encouraged to locate." Another fantasy, Mr.Speaker, 

another fantasy! And if one were to read the yress reports 

made by government members -

AN RON. MEMBER: Too bad you were not (inaudible) 

MR. LUSH: - at that particular time -

in one week, Mr. Sp~aker, I remember seeing four hon. 

members on the government side quo~ing these. particular 

sentences from this document: "Now we are going to restore 

honesty and integrity to the development of this Province 

again." Well, Mr. Speaker, what a fantasy: A fantasy and 

a dream! 

Another fantasy, Mr. Speaker, in 

retrospect and by what is going on today: "Sane and 

sensible forest management policy must be embarked upon 

with due respect for the rights of established industry 

in order to promote and develop the orderly expansion of 

forest related industry." No talk of the spruce budworm 

them, Mr. Speaker, but I expect it was around. And at that 

time, talking about forest management policy, maybe if we 

had begun a good forest management policy at that time it 

would be unnecessary to spray the forests as we are going 

to do it today. Ano~her fantasy, Mr. Speaker! But let 

me come to a promise now, Mr. Speaker. "It is the sincere 

and honest conviction of my government that farming should 

and will be an honourable way of life for many of our 

people. Toward the realization of this end and to aid the 
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MR. LUSH: small farmers already engaged 

• in the farm industry who cannot afford to invest large 

sums of money in heavy e(uipment, my .government will 

es~ablish farm equipment banks in several appropri~te 

areas of the Province." Now, Mr. Speaker; I do not kn:ow 

• whether that is a totally broken promise, I only know 

that I do not know of any such developments in the largest 

farming area in this Province and tha~ is the district of 

Terra Nova, the largest farm area in this Province, 

• Mr. Speaker, bar none, the largest. I know of no equipment 

banks in th~t area~ I know of none. It is not any thanks 

to the government that it is the largest farming area in 

the Province - the largest, Mr. Speaker, from the point of 

• view of acreage, the largest from the point of ·view of 

production in our three major crops excepting cabbage, 

the largest in potato, the largest in turnip, just beaten 

by a little bit by Robinsons with respect to cabbage 

• production - but in the overall prod~ction in terms of the 

gross dollars and in terms of the net value, the largest 

farming area in the Province. 

Well, I can only say that the 

• government did not keep this promise in ~he district of 

e Terra Nova. Maybe they did so in other parts of Newfoundland. 

A promise, Mr. Speaker, a promis~. 

Skipping over several pages, 

• "because I just want to make a few points - Education, 

Mr. Speaker. They had great plans for Education. But I am 

just going to read again the last sentence which says, 

"It is the intention of my ministers to commence consultation 

• between representatives of the school boards, the NTA and 

the university authorities to work out a satisfactory long-

term plan for educational needs." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, is that the group 

• who planned to have the teacher cutbacks? Was that the 
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.MR. LUSH:· group who decided that? Was this 

the advice they got !rom thi~ group for the long-term 

planning of educatiori in this Province? Was this the group 

who decided that they were going to charge elementary school 

stude~ts fo~ workbooks? Was that the group? I hardly think 

so, Mr• Speaker. Was that the group, Mr. Speaker - it is 

not an hon. group, this is a committee the government were 

going to establish. Was this the group, Mr. Speaker, that 

raised the borrowing o~ university students to $700 and in 

the process of doing so removed $250 of the grant that 

st~dents will get? Is th1s the iroup that is m~king 

Memorial University an elitist university? I hardly think 

so, Mr. Speaker. Another fantasy~ Another dream~ 

Mr. Speaker, let us come to another 

area, a very important area today: "My ministers will 
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~~. Ll'SH: create an Advisory Council that wilrplay 

• an active role in creating closes liaison bet\.•en employers and employees 

either individually or through their organizations with a view to overcoming 

many of the problems which lead to major labour management relations. In 

1972, Mr. Speaker, the government of the day realized that there are 

• things wrong in labour and this Advisory Council no doubt would have 

done a lot to solve the labour problems that we are presently experiencing. 

But again it looks like a fantasy, Mr. Speaker_, a dream. 

Now, just to finish, Mr. Speaker, the 

• progratiune of my government is a programme of action, I! programme 

designed to attack unemployment and the many other problems facing 

our Province. Mr. Speaker, I want to look at that because when this 

document came out no doubt it was viewed by everybody to·be a great 

• document. The economy of this Province was going to start moving. We 

were going to have an energetic government, a government that was going 

to restore integrity and honesty and decency to government.Pnd they 

were going to create employment, Hr. Speaker. Hell we will see, 1-!r. 

• Speaker. We will see hoW they created emplpyment • 

Mr. Speaker, it onJ.y in retrospect 

that we can see that this is a government 1Jith fantasies, promises 

and dreams. It is only now that we can see that. At the time, l·lr. 

• Speaker, this 1JSS a great document, a master plan for the economic 

e development of this Province.i3ut it did not materialize, it became 

as I said a document of fantasy, a document of promises and a 

document of dreams. Empty 1~ords, Hr. Speaker, empty works, meaningless_ 

• ~~ords. The government could not measure up to their commitments, they 

could not measure up to the job of governing this Province. 

AN HON .~!EHBER: Hear, hear! 

}~ .• LUSH: .• - Hell this docket, Mr. Speaker, 

• was again followed by a great event in the life of this-government, 

our first billion dollar budget. The first billion dollar budget ,!lr. 

Speaker, and the government went on a spending spree like drunken sailors. 

AN H01\! • ~!D!BER : Hear, hear! 

• 
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}~ .. LUSH: l~aster and extravagance. The like 1;as never 

kno·Nn befo~e in the history of Newfoundland. Mismanagement, Mr. Speaker, 

of the public funds "of this Province. 

~~P .• NEARY: There should be 'a 

enquiry. 

~. LUSH: Mismanagement, waste and extravagance. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is not in character with this hon. member to 

talk about scandals even though this government gives a person an 

awful lot of opportunity to do so but it is not at all in character. 

But I do not have to talk about scandals to illustrate how this 

administration have mismanaged, wasted the money of this Province. I 

do not have to do that, .. !·!r. Speaker • We can allude to other things 

. without going into scandal. 

Let us take for example the aborted 

attempt to get the Gull Island project off the ground. $70 million I 

believe do1;0 the drain. $70 million that will never be recovered. That 

could have paved a lot of roads in this Province, ~r. Speaker. That 

could have given a lot of water and sewer systems. That could have 

taken care of the district of Terra No·va with no problem - the aborted 

attempt to get the Gull Island project off the ground. 

How about the ''.ealth Sciences Complex? 

Do you thinl 1;e could save a few mj~lion dollars there? Do you think I·Je 

could have saved a few million dollars on that one? How about the 

737-3800? -a number th&r is about as popular as pie R squared and about 

as useless to the ordinary people of this Province. 

SO~ HON.Mn!BERS: Hear, hear~ 

~:R. LUSH: 737-3800, Mr. Speaker. That is going 

to cost the taxpayers of this Province a lot of money and for what? 

AN HON .}:EMBER: It has already cost them t•10 or three 

million dollars • 

~-!R. LUSH: Hell they have relieved me off a lot 

of work. I used to do a lot of work that the Action Group is doing. 

Now "hen people call me I just say 737-3800 and I do not have to finish 

the rest. They say 3800 . 
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A,'\ HON .~!E1·!BER: They call you back the next day. Right? 

• Y<R. RIDEOUT: You did not get $500 for doing it though 

did you? 

}~. LUSH: Yes, Ur. Speaker, as popular as pie ·R squared 

and just as useless. 

• ldi. RIDEOUT: You did not get over $7,000 for doing it 

though. 

HR. LUSH: How about the govemmen~'s publicity 

machine, Mr. Speaker? I do not know what it is called. 

• MR. NEARY: We saw an example of that last night. 

You cannot even write something to get on 

the air • 

• 

• 

• e 

• 

• 

• 
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HR. LUSH: The government's publicity mac:1ine -

:•8.. RIDEOUT : 'r.1ey cannot even spell their. t-h-e-i-r. 

:lR. LUSH:. - that could not tel: about the government 

programl!les. TI1ey had to ge: thiR 737-3800 on the go. 

)!R. I-lEARY: Not allowed to use four letter words 

• on the -

NR. LUSH: The publicity machine could not take cara 

cf that, this publicity machine that is on the go to shoH how 

great hon. members on the other side are. But, Hr •. Speaker, the 

• had to set 'up another group, the Action Group.· Well, I could 

talk about the Norma and Gladys., I could go on. But I think, 

Mr. Speaker, I have illustrated how this government have wasted 

millions • 

• HR. 1>'HITE: That is Jimmy 1 s boat now you !r.no~1. 

MR. LUSH: Yes. Right. Money going everywhere, 

pouring out through the seams, spending money, Sir, like drunken 

sailors but for the results you ~1ould not mind spending, but what 

• are the results? Head and ears in debt, Mr. Speaker, that is what 

it has clone for us, head and e<.trs in debt. No jobs still, the 

economy still depressed, but $2.4 ~illion that is. our public 

debt, incirect and direct. $2.4, in six Y·=ars they increased 

• e the public debt by $1.5 billion. When they took over the administration 

of this Province, and I think the public debt direct and indirect, • 

it tvas someHhere arou:1d $900 million, and today it is $2.4 billion. 

A::1 incredible figure, }1r. Speaker, an incredible figure. i~obody 

• in this hon. House understands ;;hat $1 billion is. Nobody understands it. 

llow much is a billion? Just to illus~rate, 

~!r .. Speaker, suppose I were to ask hon. members how many eunutes have passed 

since the birth of Christ? 1-.'hat "ould ,.,e think? 5 billion, 6 billion, 

• 3 billion? Hmv many minutes since the birth of Christ? How many 

billions of minutes, Mr. Speaker, or hou r.1any minutes since the 

bi::th of Chri~t. ··~r. Speaker, it tvould be just a little more than 

• 
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)IT' .. LIJSH: a. l·Elion, just a little oore 

t:1an a billion minutes since the birth of Christ. 

:fR. ~!CNEIL: Since the biz:th of Christ. 

:-n. LUSH: Or a man would have to be paid 

$2.50 a minute since the birth of Cl1rist to. reac!l $2.25 billion . 

$2.50 a minute, :·!r. Spea~er, that is pretty high pay per :1our .• 

I believe it works out to about $150 an hour. $15G an hour. 

Tl1at is wi1at we would have to be paid since the birth of Christ 

to reaci1 $2.4 billion, an astronomical figure, l1r. Speaker, 

= astronomic'al debt, incomprehensible. 

Well, Hr. -Speaker, that is what they 

did. That is performance. $900 million in tl¥enty-three years 

and $2.4 billion in six years • 

l!R. l10RGA.."'': Never heard of inflation. 

~!R. LUSli: That is it, i·ir. Speaker·. 

:·!R. RIDEOUT: TI1~t is not inflation. 

:·!R • LUSH: I will talk about inflation too. I 1vill 

talk about inflation. l~ell, Mr. Speaker, ·,;hat is the results of 

this extravaganza, this tr=enr.lous 1¥aste? W:1at arc tl1e results? 

Still the highest unemployment in Canada, that is the result, 

l1r,· Sp-:aker, that is the result, the highest unemploynent in 

Canada. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, in revietving all of 

the ·speeches from the Throne we find that there is a dramatic 

change from tl1e first one. I am i1ot going to review them aLI.. But 

there is a change. One thing they all i1ave in common and that 

is future ;>lans, long term plaiL."ling. Now, Mr. Speaker, long term 

planning covers up a multitude of sins. Long tero planning is 

a g=eat excuse for not performing, par~icularly during n 

challenc;ing proric·d lite this, ar:d all we say, long term planning. 

,...... : 
"(.;\ ··-::.. . ..-{·.::. •. /j~ .... ~.t 
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MR. LUSH: 

that does nothing for the people who are unemployed right 

now, thi~ long-term plan, and nobody is refuting the . 

benefits and the advantages and the prudence of long-term 

planning, but, Mr. Speaker, when you use it as a crutch 

all ~he time as hori. members are do1ng - long-ter~ 

planning - it would do hon. members good to look through 

the Speeches from the Throne and see how often long-term 

plannin~ is mentioned, planning for the future. Now, 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder how long hon. members think they 

have over there? How long do they think Newfoundlanders 

are going to wait for action? 

MR. MORGAN: Another couple of terms. 

MR. NEARY: The couple of terms you are talking 

about are down by lake side. Twenty-one years. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Twenty-one years is a mighty long 

time • 

MR. NEARY: A couple of terms alright, a couple 

of five-year terms at Her Majesty's Hotel. . . 
MR. LUSH: Long-term planning, Mr. Speaker, 

·a great crutch used by the government . 

But, Mr. Speaker, in 1975, a change 

comes over these Speeches from the Throne. There is a 

change. None of them were as elaborate as thi~ first one. 

But in 1975 we sense a change. In addition to the long-

term planning which covers up the lack of performance by 

the government·, in 1975 they come up with someth1ng else 

that they have been using ever since, an excuse for the lack 

of peTformance - inflation . Inflation, Mr. Speaker! They 

would not know but inflation was a new thing. They would 

not know but inflation was not around us before. I suppose 

they did not know that when we j-oined Confederation in 1949 

that North America and the world.was faced with a severe 

recession economically, so much so that the 
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~lR. LUSH: Fathers of Confederation were 

very, very worried about what would happen. When we 

joined Confederation there. was deep recession right across 

Canada. In 1954 there was a recession; in 1960 there was 

a recession . But gover.nments of the day overcame them, 

Mr. Speaker. 

AN HON. MEMBER: The Minister of Mines -

MR' LUSH: He thinks it is funny. 

MR. RIDEOUT: I remember the Minister of Mines 

and Energy saying that the Greeks ~xperienced -

HR. LUSH: Oh, yes, that is right. 

MR. PECKFORD: Ori a couple of occasions (inaudible). 

MR. LUSH: Anyway, governments of the day, 

Sir, government in 1949, gover?ment in 1954, governments 

in the 1960s faced inflation, but they did not use it for 

an excuse, they went on with programmes for development. 

They went on and they overcame inflation when these fellows 

use it as an excuse, there is nothing they can do about it. 

That is their official excuse, Mr. Speaker. That is one of 

the things that entered the Budget, that entered the Speeches 

from the Throne inflation. 

Something else too that they use· 

as a crutch and as a beating boy - it was not atated ~ficially 

but it became official, you could hear it on the air waves 

all the time and on the media - Ottawa. That was the next 

one they blamed. They blamed Ottawa for everything, 

Mr. Speaker. Everything that went wrong they blamed Ottawa. 

If there was anything good, of course, they tried to catch 

hold of that, Mr. Speaker. They blamed Ottawa for high 

unemployment, .blamed Ottawa for inflation, Mr. Speaker, 

every chance they could get. Imagine, Mr. Spe~ker, the 

Mifiister of Social Services about a couple of months ago 

· gettirig on the radio and going just about berserk because 

he assuned that the federal government was going to close. 
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MR. LUSH: out the Bonavista branch railway . 
line - went berserk, cilling on the member for Terra Nova 

(Hr. Lush) ~o speak out. His big concern was that nineteen 

p~~ple were go~ng to los~ their jobs. Mr. Speaker, can you 

imagine the audacity of a man, coming out criticizing the 

federal government because nineteen jobs ~ere going to be 

lost while he was a minister who was party to closing down 

the Linerboard, party to closing down the Oil Refinery 

at Come By Chance, party to a promise that was made to his 

district to construct a hospital - thousands ot jobs, 

Mr. Speaker, but went on complaining because nineteen 

people were going to lose their jobs -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) going to change 

it around. You people were responsible for closing the 

Linerboard pu~ting thousands of people out of work. 

Al~ HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear~ 

HR. LUSH: - to gain political points, 

Mr. Speaker, political points, Brownie points. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Not one or two, but thousands. 

MR. LUSH: I object, Mr. Speaker, I object 

to n~neteen people losing their jobs. I object to the 

Bonavista branch railway line being closed, but the 
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Mr. Lush: hypocrisy, Mr. Speaker, of somebody standing 

up who was responsible for Newfoundlanders losing thousands of 

jobs .. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Thousands and thousands and thousands. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 

MR. PECKFORD: That is right • 

MR. LUSH: And to criticize Otta1~a for nineteen jobs. 

What a joke, Mr. Speaker! What a joke! ~Jhat a joke! Criticizing 

Ottawa, using it as an excuse for their lack. of performance. Imagine,. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Tourism , the Minister of Transportation 

and Conrnunications at the time going to Ottawa critiCizing our 

Gulf ferry services, but we had our Interprovincial ferry services 

here n<it fit for animals to use .. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Hear, hear! 

MR. LUSH: Imagine the Minister of Transportation 

and Conrnun i cations going to Ottawa trying to get .a better agreement for . 

the Trans-Canada, a road that this Provincial Government never spent 

a nickel on.roads -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. LUSH: - while he was down here paving roads 

in Bonavista South and in Trinity North and complaining aboutOtttawa, 

Mr; Speaker, what a ridiculous situation! trying to gain political 

points. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS:' 

MR. LUSH: 

Oh, oh! 

And then criticizing this member for saying 

something unfavourable about his department . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

AN HON. MEI4B ER : It is a shame! 

MR. RIDEOUT: The Premier had no choice but ·to move him 

out of it . 

MR. LUSH: Imagine, Mr. Speak, the Minister of 

Fisheries; 

MR. MCNEIL: Put him in the backbenches . 
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MR. LUSH: the way that that particular man criticizes Ottawa. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of working in a spirit of co-opera.tion and 

harmony, trying to develop policies for this Province, they have 

a pol icy of confrontation,antagonism, agitation, ho~' can we 

expect Ottawa -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. WHITE: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

·MR. WHITE: 

Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, please. 

A point of order. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been sitting in my 

seat here this year and listening to the hon. gentleman for Bonavista 

South (Mr. Morgan) who continues to harass members on this side of the 

House, and it is just getting to the point, Mr. Speaker, v1here it is 

totally unbearable. 

MR. MORGAN: Oh, my! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member has the right to speak without 

interruption.from either side. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I was talking about the 

Minister of Fisheries how he criticizes Ottawa, criticizes everything 

that happens in the.fishery, and then tries to take credit whenever 

something looks good. If it is a good catch he takes the credit. 

Mr. Speaker, they blame everything on Ottawa from a migrane headache 

to flat feet. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. LUSH: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. LUSH: 

Hear, hear! 

And instead of, Mr. Speaker, in a spirit­

What about gout? 

- of co-operation. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, they do not talk about 

the real reasons for the failure of this government. They do not talk 

about the real reasons for the incompetency of this government: They 

do not talk about that. They do not talk about the real reason for 

the failure of this government to be able to provide jobs because of 

the waste and the extravangence. The way that they have misspent the 

public dollars of this Province, and the way they have misguided and misdirected 
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Mr. Lush:· this Province. That is the real reason for failure 

Mr. Speaker. Inflation is a part . Ottawa might be_a part, but 

these are the real reasons, the inability of this government to 

negotiate co-operatively, and in good faith \>lith Ottawa. That is 

another reason why they are not getting all of the programmes they 

want confrontatioc, 

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh, oh! 

MR; LUSH: agitation. -This is what they subscribe to. 

Mr. Speaker, this last document, Mr. Speaker, 

1978.That is the self-pity document. That is the self-pity document . 

That is. the admi ssiont document. That is the admission of their failure 

asking the people to forgive them. We failed ,it was all because of 

inflation, Mr. Speaker. We failed. That was the emptiest document, 

Mr. Speaker ever was presented in·this House. This is the emptiest document . 

Nothing in it, Mr. Speaker. Nothing at all. Empty of content. 

A government acknowledging its failure. Admitting to its failure. 

Now, Mr; Speaker, no hope in this for the 

unemployed in this Province. No hope at all. No ray of light for 

the 37,000 Newfoundlanders unemployed. 

N0\>1, Mr. Speaker, in this first document 

it was concerned about employment creating jobs. When this administration 

took over the rate of unemployment was 9,9 per cent. That \>las in March, 

when they took over the administration, 9.9 per cent i.n March. Today 

in April, which should be a little better than March, from the point 

of view of employment because thing$ are, as I say we are approaching 

the construction season, 9.9 in 1972, March whe·n this catalogue, Eaton's 

Catalogue was put out, Mr. Speaker, the rate of employment then ·was 

9.9, today 19.6 -
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~. LUSH: doubled, 19. 6 today. TI1at is performance, 

~-!r. Speaker, that is performance. That is the government of fantasy, 

promises and dreams. That is performance, Hr. Spea.~er. That iS 

performance. A public debt of $2.4 million. 

SO: '1: HON. I1E~·mERS: . Oh, oh! 

:·!R. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

HR. LUSH: Increase the public debt by $1.5 billion 

and double the unemployment rate. So much for performance, 

:1r. Speaker. That is performance, Hr. Speaker. Well-, no hope 

in. this document, Hr. Speaker, for the people who are unemployed. 

1!R. NEARY: Grin and bear it. 

HR. LUSH: People who are frustrated, without 

hope, do not know 1Yhere to go, do not lciow what to do. Oh 

they know the delibitating effects of unemployment, but they 

~.-auld like to know more. They ~10uld like to :mow when and where 

they are going to get a job. That is what they want to l~ow . 

• \s an aftert:10ught, nobody mentioned - ;;l1at the gover-..:.1ent planned 

to do about employment was not mentio~ed in this document, but as 

an afterthought in the Budget they decided they were going 

to create 40,000 jobs, 40,000. l:m~, ~fr • .Speaker, I could say a 

lot about that too, what that is going to do in terms of creating 

employment cve.r a five year period. The unemployment rate at that • 

time •,;ill be, if they create the 40,000 jobs, and if l<e take 

an average of 5,000 people entering the 1~ork force a year, new 

entries, that will give us an unemployment rate of 12.5 per cent, 

t~at i:; 1~hat that will give us at that time, 12.5 per cent. Is 

that what vTe think iS a gooci unemployment rate? f0·.5 per cent. 

New, ~lr. Speaker, that is only if the 40,000 jobs are created. 

Teat is only if the uork force increases by 5,000. It die! -:nuch 

better than tl1at in the p~riod from 1972 to 1978, indeed it increased 

on an average of 7,000 a year in that time, from 1977. to 197e. So 

if it increases at the same ratio then in the five year period ·.~e 
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!·!R, LUSH: are going to be lookine at an·unemployment 

• rate of upwards of twenty per cent, That is r.erformance, ~r. Speaker. 

TI1at is performance. 

MR. RIDEOUT: TI1ey will not be there to worry about it. 

:-rn.. FLIGHT: They will not be there to wor-ry about it. 

• }ffi. !1CNEIL: I hope for the people of Ne'·7foundland they 

will not be. 

HR. FLIGHT: TI1ey 1-lill be long gone. 

HR. lffiiTE: TI1ey are gone now man. It is o«ly 

• their ghosts. 

:-!R. :-!CNEIL: Nr. Speaker, another vital area of concern 

to me, and an area that is of vital concern to any goven1ment that 

\-Tants to guide and direct the Province effectively, anoti1er important 

• concern is productivity. Tilis goverru:1ent has given lip service 

Co that too, productivity, ~alked about it in this budget speech, 

\.;anted to increase productivity, \~ell, if \-Te are going to increase 

productivity, one ::!ling for sure we have to ;1o.ve people employed • 

• He are going to do ti1at. And another thing, ~ir. S:>eaker, in orcier 

to increase productivity ~1e :1ave to i1ave good labour management 
I 

relations in ti1e Province. Good ecployer-employee relations, 

good industrial relations, Hr. Speaker. Ami you do not have to 

• e look too far back over your shoulder to see that in this Province 

·.;a do not have good labour, management relations. 

Hr. Speaker, I would say that l:1bour 
.• 

relations in this Province, at this moment, is in a state of 

• chaos, a state of chaos, utter anJ cot::plete chaos. ;.;'orl~ stopages 

galore, Hr. Speaker, in the past six months. The strikes in this 

?rovince in ti1e last six months must be ;,aving a disastrous 

effect on ti:e economy of this Province and on the productivity . 

• Strikes at Baie Varte, a strike at Labrador City. 

i•:fR. RIDEOUT: Government's fault. 

Strikes a.'ld \vildcat strikes, walk outs the 

last couple of months in the· Newfoundland Telephone Company, L_i:;:ht 

• 
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• I·lR. LuSH: ru•d Power, truckers around this Province. 

The list goes on. l·!r. Speaker, of wor:;. stoppages. It must lle 

llaving, as I saiC:, a disastrous effect on·the economy of this 

Province. 

• !·1r. Speaker, just a figure here to 

look at t:1e work stoppages iil. this Province last year, 1977. 

We had a total, Hr. Speaker, of 44 work stcppages. New Brunswick 

~here the labour force is much larger. 30 stoppages, thirty 

• \vork stoppages. Nova Scotia where t::e lYor:~ fcrce is larger 

still, just about triple that of NeHfoundl=~. t1~enty-~1o 

work stoppages • 

• 

• 

• e 

• 

• 
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MR. LUSH: two work stoppages. In lost man days, 

• Mr. Speaker, or in man days lost, in Newfoundland we lost a 

total of 128,297 days - that is what we lost - in production 

and terms.of salary-128,297 man days lost. How did New 

Brunswick do? A little under 6,000. How did Nova Scotia do? 

• 2,000 - 2,000, Mr. Speaker. Look at that figure again. 

Newfoundland -man days lost - 128,297. Think in terms of 

what that meant in production and in salary to the workers 

concerned. Nova Scotia - 2,000; New Brunswick - just under 

• 6,000. Mr. Speaker, if that does not tell us that there is 

something wrong with labour relations in this Province, I 

do not know what will. There is something vrong, 'Mr. Speaker, 

• with labour relations in this Prov~nce, and it is the job of 

• the government to promote good labour r~lations - to promote 

a climate of good labour relations - to promote a climate of 

harmony as opposed to antagonism and agitation and conflict. 

Mr. Speaker, over the past few years, over the past few years, 

• the labour relations_ system in this Province has been eroded. 

It has been eroded, Mr. Speaker, and I can give some evidence 

as to support why it has been eroded and been continually 

eroded. There has been growing public disapproval, Mr. Speaker, 

• of the higher incidents of strikes in this Province, resulted e in public inconvenience and cost. The employers are not 

satisfied with the conditions of the workplace, feeling that 

they are being underpaid, Mr. Speaker, that they are being 

• ripped off - employees, rather, employers, sorry. And 

employers are mistrusting - some are mistrusting - they 

leave employees thinking that they are not concerned about 

productivity or the viability of an enterprise in which 

• they are working. Mr. Speaker, there is no trust - no 

confidence - the system is being eroded. Employers -many 

employers not satisfied with unions - again, a situation of 

mistrust. Mr. Speaker, there has been unusual pressures 

• brought on unions and employers over recent years - the 

pressures resulting from the slow growth in the economy -

from the expectations of workers to get higher pay. All 
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MR. LUSH: of these things, Mr: Speaker, bringing 

• pressure on employer~ and on unions, but despite that, Mr. 

Speaker, despite that, the institutions are still existing; 

but we have not prevented unions and management - they have not 

prevented the erosion of the system. It is still being eroded -

• still being eroded, Mr., Speaker. This, Hr. Speaker, has led, 

as I said, to public dissatisfaction with th~ system of labo~r 

relations and we can see this now because we are getting· 

increased reliance on third-party settlements - third~patty 

• settlements, Mr. Speaker. Look at the settlements that were 

settled over the past year through conciliation, mediation, 

arbitration, so much so that it is putiing tremendous pressure 

ort governments - wanting the government to intervene. and 

• even come up with some system that almost makes negotiations 

arbitrary - a lot of pressures, Mr. Speaker~ And ~say that 

the system is eroding, but it is a responsibility ,of the 

government to ensure that the free collective bargaining 

• system still is carried on because that is the best system 

we have to date. It is up to the government to see that that 

works. It is up to the government to see that this system 

works, Mr. Speaker. It is up to the government to ensure 

• that there is a spirit of harmony in industrial relations 

e in this Province. It is the responsibility of the government 

to set up the legal framework - that they have done -

• 

·• 

• 
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MR. LUSH: to set up the legal framework. But, 

Mr. Speaker, they must go beyond this. They mtist go beyond 

setting up the legal framework. Now I d·o not have much time 

left to say what I think should be done, but I will just do 

them in point form. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have said the 

government sets up the legal framework and the government 

must ensure as well that all the rules and regulations are 

enforced with respect to the labour relations sy,stem, and 

I think there has been - I think the government has been slack 

in enforcing the rules and regulations that exist with 

respect to the labour relations system and that is a reason 

why it is. being eroded. Mr. Speaker, in addition to setting 

up the legal framework for the collective bargaining system, 

I have said the government must do more - they must do more 

than this to strengthen and improve our industrial system -

must do more. Mr. Speaker, point number one, they must come 

up with measures to improve the work environment. No~; we 

have made some progress in this with respect to the h~alth. 

and safety legislation that was passed in this present session. 

We hope that that will become a good bill, but as we have 

said before it depends upon the regulation•. So, we are not 

in a pdsition to say that that is going to be the kind of 

bill that is really going to improve the work environment 

until we know what the regulations are, but the Minister has 

this in his own hands to make this a good piece of legislation 

so that we can take care of the work environment. Because, 

Mr. Speaker, many of the labour disputes are not concerned 

with monetary things; they are concerned with these factors 

of health and safety, job satisfaction - that is what I would 

like to get into, Mr. Speaker - job satisfaction - because 

we do not have much opportunity in this Province for job 

satisfaction. 37,000 people unemployed -we got to take 

whatever we can get . There are people in this Province 
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MR. LUSH: to improve the overall structure of • labour relations. One of the big ehings to improve the 

overall stru~ture in addition to th~ things I have talked. 

about, one of the big things, is a greater empha~is 6n 

edtication- labour education- labour education, Mr. Speaker, • so that we can provide opportunities to assist union leaders 

and workers to understand the labour relations system. 

The minister got a thousand dollars in his budget this year 

for education. I do not know what he is going to do with • that - a thousand dollars - ! ~nuld like to know. Last year 

there was twenty thousand, I think, spent on libour education. 

Hr. Speaker, we need to spend more money on lab~ur education, 

particularly the minister passed those two - the House passed 

• those two massive labour bills last -

• 
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• 
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HR •. LUSH: year. I have not seen a word about 

it. The workers know about it in this Province - know what 

their rights are under these two labour bills? Never heard 

a word about it - not a word. And the Minister did say h• was 

going to do some sort of a promotional program. I have not 

heard anything about it - not a thing. Is this what he plans 

to do with that thousand dollars.- to educate the labour 

movement of this Province with a thousand"dollars, so that 

we can improve labour relations in this Province? Mr. Speaker, 

the gov~rnment must promote and encourage co-operation in 

labour relations. They must make sure that the climate is 

right - that there is good effective employer-employee' 

relations, that, Mr. Speaker, promotes the dignity oJ 

people that will give them health and safety measures, and, 

Mr. Speaker, the kind of system that will facilitate the 

resolution of labour disputes and the kind of system that 

is going to increase and encourage productivity in this 

Province - that is what we want,Mr. Speaker, this is what 

we want. And, Mr. Speaker, the biggest thing the government 

can do - the biggest thing the government can do in all of 

this is set the example within its own negotiations - that 

is the biggest thing this government can do. In addition to 

the things I have talked about is setting the example for 

good labour relations. Now, Mr. Speaker, I raised the 

question today that an official of NAPE made allegations 

that the government was guilty of unfair labour practices,• 

and that labour relations with the government was in a 

state of chaos. Mr. Speaker, the situation was, as I under­

stand it- the situation; as I u·nderstand it, t·lr. Speaker, 

was that a group of workers - hospital support workers -

honoured the strike of the x-ray and lab technicians and, 

because they did that, government broke off negotiating 

with their batgaining unit. That is what I heard today -

that is what I heard today, Mr. Speaker - the government 

threatening - threatening the hospital workers - threatening 

the hospital workers - that is good labour relations, 

9558 



June 8, 1978 Tape 4162 GH-2 

• MR. LUSH: Mr.· Speaker - that is good labour 

relations - broke off negotiations with the hospital support 

workers because they supported - because they respected a 

picket line put up by another group - that is what happened -

• that is what happe~~d, Mr. Speaker. That is what happened, 

Mr. Speaker - that is what happened. B~t, Mr. Speaker, 

that is what happened and the union - NAPE now has said 

that the government is guilty of unfair labour practices -

• what an accusation against the government of this Province 

that is supposed to be setting the example. Ridiculous, 

Mr. Speaker, ridiculous. Ridiculous, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, for these reasoris, think of outlining, Mr. Speaker, 

• some of the major ~easons why I will be supporting this 

amendment - the disaster government, Mr. Speaker, the disaster 

government - the government, Sir, vith respect to policies 

for developing this Province - the government with respect 

to having policies for the ~evelopment of th~s Province • they are intellectually and physicaily impoverished, 

Mr. Speaker - a wasteland - a barren - a void, Mr. Speaker, 

if anything - a colossal - a colossal calamity - this is 

what they are, Mr. Speaker - a government, Mr. Speaker, • e of fantasies; promises and dreams, Mr. Speaker. For these 

reasons and for other reasons too numerous to mention I 

support this sub-amendment. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

• MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Bay of Islands 

(Mr. L. Woodrow). 

MR. WOODROW: Mr. Speaker, I am certainly glad to 

have the opportunity to get up and have a few words to say 

• on the Province in general and my own riding in particular, 

and I would like to say that I have listened to t~e hon. 
. . 

gentleman from Terra Nova (Mr. !. Lush) and I -as he went 

along I said to cyself 'It is nice to talk when you are not 

• sitting in the driver's seat'. You can give all the answers. 
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Ml. WOODROW: • In fact, it is like a preacher who 

is getting up and ballyragging - that is the best time you 

can give a sermon when you are getting up and ballyragging. 

And I t~ink what I have. listened to. for the past at least 

forty minutes of it was known as a word that is called • 'codology' which has been used in this House, in fact, I 

would say, in many cases, ever since the session .opened. 

Probably I certainly think it is in order, Mr. Speaker, when 

you speak in the Throne Speech tQ offer congratulations to 

• the new members and I do that to my friend from St. John's 

West (Dr. H. Kitchen), who certainly has added a lot of 

talent and intelligence to this House. He probably got 

some of it out in Alberta, maybe from Premier Lougheed, but • there is only one thing wrong - he is on the wrong side - he 

should be sitting over here 

• 

• e 

• 

• 
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• - should be sitting over :,ere. And 

also, '·'.r. Speaker, to ry friend from Ferry land (''r. Pm·•er) I certainly 

o7fer him congratulations; I feel that he has a long Hay to go. And 

last, but not the least, I must coneratulate the hon. Leader of the 

• Opposition. I certainly feel that to be a leader today of government 

or of opposition, one has a great responsibility on his shoulders; 

not only is he the Leader of the Opposition but he is also· the n:ember 

for Twilling ate. But, I am going to quote· smr.ething, Sir, which is 

• probably going to be fright:ming to him ·because I do not like to criticize 

but he is not leading: he is boxed in. He is boxed in and there is a 

lid on the box, and he cannot lead. I thin!~, the sooner he gets out 

of that box then he tdll be showing himself a:s a real leader of the 

• Opposition of this Province. 

SO!·'E Eml. !T.!DERS: Hear, hear! 

~lot.r, ~!r. Speaker, regard in?, the l!ouse of 

Assembly. As I look in the galleries at the people I say to nyself, 

• "They must think that this is just a joke." But, if they only kne~r the 

cost, the amount of money that this House is costing the people everynay! 

F.ir,hteen hours a speaker 

(inaudible) 

• 'ffi. HOODROI.;': Absolutely! T.hen, per!'laps, they Hould 

e really think differently. NoH, I just want to quote, l!r. Speal·er, from 

The Evening Telegram of April the 15th, 197!1 and I do not think much has 

changed since t!1at time. This is what it says, "There is a lot of talent 

• on the Opposition side of the Rouse of Assembly. There are educated, 

informed mer.lbers there w:1o are good speakers skillful in the art of 

de~ate, orcanized and controlled it could be a formidable political 

ueapon to l•eep the Government sitting on the edge of its seat. Yet, for 

• all its political and numerical strength the Opposition is making a very 

poor shmving in this session. It die! enjoy one minor triumph by rerlucinr, 

a r.:inister 's salary to one rlollar, but it tal:es r.'.ore t'1c.n one small local 

victory to shm-1 it is capable of do~.ng a ·,_,ort!1while job.'' 

• 
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• ::R. t-.'OOb~Ol-1; ''The main tveakness of the Opposition,'' 

~!r. Speaker, the article goes on to say, "is in the Liberal 

leader." 

SOl :I EO:·!. l·!EEEERS: Oh, oh! 

• \[R. lWODROl-1: "The Li~eral le.ader appears to be in 

t~e quality of its leadership. lVilliam Rotve seems to have lost control 

over t~e Opposition and so far has not shown he is able to co-ordinate 

and concentrate the efforts and energies of his colleagues." 

• The Liberal Party knows that. 

ER. HOO'DROH: ··~o mal~e matters worse", ~!r. Speaker, 

his ::ouse Leader, Stephen ~leary, does .not seem to know tvhat his job 'is 

all about. He is supposed tci be the Party's strateg.ist in 'the House 

• but he shows up more as a one-man band t·Tho sees his position as t!':e 

opportunity to do all the talking for his party.'' 

SO!·~ HCN. :m!E~F..S: llear, hear! 

1!:'.. I-700DP.OH: "There are some observers who feel l1e 

• is trying to tal:e over Rowe's leadership role." Of course, that is 

quite obvious. "All this is very unsettling for the Liberals and it 

results in a lot of its talent going to tvaste. Then let us cont'!.'ol and 

the misuse of talent mean that for all the noise and shouting in the 

•• e f:ouse the Government is hav;lng a very easy ri-:\e in getting its Sl_)enc:!inR 

programme approved. The time is heine; burned up in time->7asting 

arguments and the items of expenditure which should be ex:lmined in tl1e 

greatest :Jeta:il are slid in?, through ••i th not one rtucstion asked. It 

• is ohvious t!':at the Opposition does not knoH its business. It believes 

in sp~0.d.es rather than questions. It shoc1s no signs that strategy and 

tactics have been planned in advance of each c:!epartrnent's estimates, 

and it see!l's to assume that a s!':outing match 
,. 

• 
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MR. WOODROW: and it. seems to assume that a 

shouting match is a good substitute for an intelligent 

speech with a carefully honed cutting edge to it; What a 

pity it is that just when we need a strong,well~organized 

Opposition we have this mishmash of talent no one knows how 

to put to w6rk. Now, I am certain - I ~m certain, Mr. Speaker, 

that there are many members on the opposite side o~ the Ho~se 

of Assembly who agr~e with what I say. 

SOME RON . MEHBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

the hon. gentleman 

MR . RO\~E: 

go? 

who 

(Inaudible) 

Order, order, please! 

ilr. Speaker, regarding unemployment -

spoke before me -

Are you finish~d wieh·~e· now- can I 

HR. WOODROW: No, Sir, I have a few more things yet 

if you would not mind waiting -

HR. ROWE: Do you want to go outside? 

HR. WOODROlv: I will come to it later on - I will 

be to it later on -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. WOODRO~I: Good enough - fine. The hon. member 

seems to think that unemployment only applies to Newfoundland. 

:1r. Speaker, there is unemployment all over Canada. In fact, 

there is over a million unemployed and not only in Canada, the 

Dominion of Canada, but all in the United States and we are a 

part of Canada - we are a province, and I feel really that 

employment should be spurred on by Ottawa. What happened -

the hon. the Prime Minister of Canada a month ago - he was 

afraid to call an election because the polls were not good . 

He is not afraid now because the polls are a little bit better 

today. Where is his leadership? l·l-here is his leadership? 

In fact, I think he should have the stamina to call an election 

and let the chips fall where they will. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
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HR. WOODROW: the hon. Premier has been subjected 

to a lot of attack in this House, but not outside. the House, 

if you listen to open~line programs in fact, not only in fact 

here in St. John's but over the Province as well- you will 

find that the Premier has tried and is trying to do a 

commendable job for the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador; 

and I think the hon. members of the Opposition should 

remember that,not only theirs, of course, but our salaries 

were increased by the hon. the Premier. I talked with 

members who served on the former administration and they 

said they did not get enough salary, in fact, to keep -

in fact they could not even pay their way back and forth 

to their districts. There certainly, in some cases granteft, 

and also, Mr. Speaker, in the field of education - ny 

glory be to God - in fact certainly a lot has been done -

not enough has been done and we are getting petitions from 

across the House of Ass~mbly about education, roads, and the 

like, and yet they say why do we have over a billion-dollar 

budget. If we really could- if they really.fulfilled all 

the needs and all the petitions that they have, I think it 

would probably take a couple of billions. I have heard my 

hon. friend from Windsor-Buchans (Mr. G. Flight) - he is not 

in his seat now - I heard him today say - degrade the hon. 

Minister of Fisheries. Is there 1 Mr. Speaker, a harder 

working man in the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador than 

the hon. Minister bf Fisheries, and he said that he has not 

gone to every commu.nity in the Provin·ce - I hope he meant 

every fairly sized large ~ommunity. Well, I suppose the man 

is a human being, Mr. Speaker; he is a human being, Mr. Speaker, 

and I do feel that he is trying desperately hard to do all 

he can for what is the most important industry of this· 

Province, Mr. Speaker, the fisheries . 
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~!R. 1-/00DROW: And I am going to mention just 

some of the things that are happening in my own district 

if I get the time vith the fisheries. In the case, :!r. 

Speaker, of health there has been a lot of progress made, 

certainly in the field of water and sewerage; in fact, I 

do not think there was water and sewerage in any part of 

the Bay of Islands - that is in the district - the present 

district of the Bay of Islands - before this hon. - I was 

going to say hon. crowd, but I do no~ say it, these hon~ men -

these hon. members got in power. And, in fact, continuing 

on, Mr. Speaker, in the field of recreation as well, in fact 

also, Mr. Speaker, a lot has been done for retarded people 

.in this Province and, in fact, a lot more things are planned; 

and also in such things as care homes and also there 

certainly has been - I do not know how much but maybe over 

150% in the welfare and the life - so what I would like to 

see a member do - I would like for a mem~er to get up and 

be positive first of all. My glory be to God - really, I 

feel that something has been done and all you h~ar across the 

House is "Nothing has been done" -it is all negative. But 

listen, I would say if the bon. Leader of the Oppositi~n - if 

he was over on this side, I think then he would be talking 

with a different tune. Mr. Speaker, just looking at a few 

things in my own district, first of all, Mr. Speaker, I 

speak of the rural parts of the district. There certainly has 

been-- there has been a continual increase, Mr. Speaker, 

in such things as water and sewerage - a lot more remains 

to be done. There is also, in fact, even before I got 

ele.cted there was a paved road from one part of the district 

to the other and, Mr. Speaker, also in the field of fire 

equipment which is so important - I am speaking now of the 

rural part of the district - only recently I was able to 

announce a firetruck for the community of Gillams. It was 
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MR. !VOODROW: shared on a 50-50 basis and there is 

also a firetruck in Meadows and I have a few more things to 

say about Meadows later on. Now. Hr. Speaker, in the field 

of fisheries, fisheries ar• really becoming very important 

now in th~ Bay of Islands and I can boast, of course, of 

six herring plants in the Bay of Islands area and the, I 

think everybody knows where these plants are located, and the 

plant in the community of Cox's Cove is manned by probably 

two of the greatest Newfoundlanders that you would every want 

t~ meet and .they are putting in fact a lot of their own money 

in it and they are processing, not only herring, but they 

are now buying codfish and other species of fish as well. 

But I am not happy, Mr. Speaker, over the fact that a herring 

meal plant has been closed down in the Bay of Islands - I am 

really very unhappy over that, and I hope that we can have 

this plant started up again~ but I understand that one of the 

reasons why it is closed down is of the lack of raw materials 

and -

!1R. S. NEARY: (Inaudible) to Rose Blanche now. 

MR. IVOODROiv: That is one of the reasons, yes, that 

is ri&ht. Now, this then brings up another subject. In fact, 

it is causing a lot o.f problems. with the environment 
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~!R. l.:OODRO':T: 'Plis , t~en, brings up another sul.Jj ect: 

i':J. fact, it is causing a lot of problems 1dth the environment. I •.•ould 

l:.ke to see that plant opened up so the pips and everything else and 

the herring offal ~!ill not be going on and spoiling our beautiful beaches, 

and I am lvorking desperately hard. to see that plant re-opened again. I 

:;ope, now, with the 200-mile limit and the increase of longliners in 

tae district more raw material will be available to keep the.plant open. 

HR. NEARY: Hhat state is the equ:l,pment in 

Batvaters 

HR. WOODROH: lvell, ~lr. Speaker, I would say to that, 

I suppose, after equipment is closed dOt·m for a period it certainly 

deteriorates but I understand that possibly $25 ,IJ_QO could re-aper. the -

i'ffi.. 'TEARY: How much? 

lu't. HOODROl-1: $25,000 ,_,e understand could have t!J.e 

plant re-opened. And it is a very important thing for the Bay of Islands, 

I can assure you. I believe I heard my hon. friend from Stephenville 

C!r. l·'cNeil) - He <vas alluding to fishmeal plants when he made his speech 

last week and I heard him mention the herring meal plant in the. !lay of 

Islands. And apart from that, ;-re are· losing seven to nine jobs Hhich is 

important for the community of York Harbour, and of course, other spinoff 

jobs as "ell such as taking the offal from t!J.e plants and the like. 

,\:'i !lOll . '.'Et JlER: (inaudible) 

~ITt. \·:OODROTV: (,'ell, no. In fact, in some cases it is 

a':solutely, but it is going to the -

~-:R. F:.IG::T : 

'·1R • 'vOODF.OH: 

;;nvironmental regulations. 

- I understanr! it is going to t~;e 6tmp 

in Corner ?.rook 2.nr! sane people !·~ave so-:ne tani-.s or sonething to 1"~.old it 

for a certain period and then it is dropped off eit:-,er out to -

T!1e point is there are t<·!O p" :mts closed 

and it is a""l abuse of the environnental rer;ulations . 
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Yes. \Yell, that is a job for the 

Department of the Environment to look into but I have had a lot of 

correspondence on this plant 1dth the Environment, and have also 

corresponded with the minister over the past couple of weeks or so 

and I ar.1 not going to give up until I put forth every effort to see 

this plant re-opened again. 

HR. NEARY: . \olho is responsible for it now? Is it 

the newfoundland Development Corporation, nunphy's, or Hho? 

l:P .. mODROH: Hr. Speaker, it is not for me to ans"er 

these questions. 

Also, ltr. Speaker, I am very happy to 

say that the urban part· of my district is very Hell looked after, as «ell. 

In fact, it is, as you knmJ, a part of the City of Corner E-rool:. and in 

alt\ost every home I tJould say in the urban part of the Bay of Islands 

district you have water and· set-~erage, and employment is _very good. 

In fact, the people who are unemployed are generally people t1ho are 

unskilled. I think this applies, in fact, to a lot of peo!'le th:roughout 

the Province. I think tJe have to realize to cay that in order to p.et 

emp!oynent you must have some kind of a. trade. Also, in this part of 

';he district, we have a ~liP and. a RP.l' programme p,oing on, spending: 

sor.:ething like - Certain, for NIP alone they are spending something li1:e 

4.4 million dollars plus Hhat they spend in RAP, and this, of course, is 

a programme sponsored by the Federal, the Provincial and the municipal 

governl!!ent • A.;.d when I hear people say - They say, you knovr, "That is 

from Ottawa." It makes me feel - loihy, are tJe not allm~ed to get something 

from Ottawa? Are t4e r::anadians? I think, Hr. Speaker, that we are just 

as entitled to get money from Ottawa as Quebec is, or as Ontario is, or 

any other r,rovince, but sometimes it makes me sick t·rhen ! hear, "That 

is from Ottat.ra." l-lhat is t.rrong \Jith than? I think tJe are· certainly 

entitled. In fact, if t-re had to get a de bat~ in this session on Term ::'9 

as •;as suggested here hy ny hon. friend from Gran<1 !'alls ('rr. l.undrigan) 
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• AJ.~ Hm~ • ~!Ei mr.R : <:·.nauc:!ible) - from Quebec. 

l~. l·:OODROH: Of course we should. I got up to speak 

on a petition. l·~y hon ." friend from Bellevue (Hr. Callan) - He 
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MR. WOODROW: knocked me down first of all on a 

point of order, and he was ruled out of order, and finally 

he got me on what he called a quorum. I do not think that 

is really being a very good Canadian - a very good Newfound-

lander . I unders~and that the eight million dollars, which 

it was in 1958, in today's dollars amounts to 35 billion dollars, 

and maybe if we had that money we ~orild comply with a lot of 

the petitions on roads and on water and sewerage, etc., which 

the Opposition are constantly calling for; and I certainly 

would like to see - I would like to see this motion defeated 

before the House of Assembly closes. Mr. Speaker, I feel, 

in fact; I sm trying to be sincere with my constituents, 

I am trying to help in every possible way. I really hat~.-

in fact sometimes I really feel ashamed, Mr. Speaker, sometimes 

to see the time that is wasted in this House. Now, I know, 

Mr. Speaker, that we are living in a democracy, but I sometimes 

think - I wonder do we abuse democracy. It is the greatest 

form of government anybody could have, but when you abuse -

I do not know whether speaking 3-1/2 days in the House like, 

4-1/2 days or 18 hours - I do not know whether that is 

really - does that do,you say; the member any good, or does 

it do ·the Province any good? I think really that if you 

spoke, Mr. Speaker, one hour, in fact, or even one-half hour 

you could certaintly in fact be more constructive than 

speaking maybe two or three days and going on calling to 

points of order. and points of privilege and the like, eh.· 

Mr. Speaker, I must say I do find it very discouraging when 

our people all over this Province they need so much. I 

would just like to read this, Mr. Speaker, just to show you 

what I am trying to do and I could read a lot of letters 

like this, eh. This is a couple of letters I got here which 

9570 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

June 8, 1978 Tape 4167 GH-2 

MR. WOODROW: give me great courage and give me 

the strength to keep on plugging on. This one says "Dear 

Hr. tvoodr ow: M7.family and I are writing to you to thank 

you for everything you done for us. Through your help and 

consideration, my family have a decent home to live in. Our 

children are much happier since we moved into 0 ur new home 

from the little old place we lived in. With gratitude in 

our hearts we will always remember what you have done for us 

as a family:" And that is signed from a family out in Larl_t 

Harbour. This one here comes from a fella I helped to get 

a job. "This is just a little token of thanks for all you 

did for me. I really enjoy the work I am doing. It is the 

type of job I was looking for. It is easy on me and I really 

like it." And that is from a gentleman over in Curling. 

Hr. Speaker, I do not think it is wrong, Mr. Spe.ker, to try 

to help your constituents. I think that is what we are 

elected for. We are elected to try to help people and. that 

is what I am doing - that is in fact what I am trying to do 

every day. Mr. Speaker, concerning insurance in this Province, 

I was over in Cox's Cove last week, and I find in many of 

the communities of this Province people are unable to get 

.insurance -

AN HON. ~rn1BER: 

~!R. WOODROW: 

unemployment insurance. 

Unemployment ·insurance? 

Not unemployment - no, no, not 

They are unable to get insurance 

in rural areas. In fact, and as a result of that, in fact, 

they - if their property happens to burn they have to appeal 

to the public. In fact, we had two cases this year. We had 

a case this year in the community of Benoit's Cove and, in 

fact, where a person's house burnt down during Christmas with 

no insurance and we had a case later one where a house burnt 

dovn in Meadows, but I presume maybe - I do not know if the 
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HR. WOODROW: . ~eadows one has to be looked after 

over the past couple of weeks or not. I heard there was 

a big Liberal rally_ over there. Probably it is going to be 

looked after in any case. Now, Mr. Speaker, I would just 

like to come back again to the Leader of the Opposition . 

NotJ.-

l1R. ROWE: 

HR. WOODROW: 

-I am stating facts -

MR. ROWE: 

MR. WOODR0~1: 

Be careful now - do not get 

- the Leader of the Opposit~on -no, no 

Do not get nasty now. 

In fact, these are facts. The Leader 

of the Opposition was over in Corner Brook earlier in the 

year, about three or four weeks ago, and I happened to be 

over there myself, and I listened to him 
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• MR. WOODROW: on Open-line. Row, I will say 

first of all I did hear him say that'Mr. Woodrow was a 

gentleman',and I thank him of that, in fact, th4t is really 

constructive, of cours~, I am not saying he did not. But, 

• you know, he spent and I sort of say those things even a little 

bit shaky sometimes - you do not want to hurt anybody -

it is not for that. But, you.know, during the time he was 

on Open-line, he continually spoke about the fact that the 

• Liberals are going to get in power in the next election • 

That,Mr. Speaker, will depend upon the wishes of the people, 

but what amazed me, Mr. Speaker, was that the hon. Leader -

he did not mention unemployment - did not mention not a word 

• about unemployment, and yet we say, you know, what do we 

hear across the House - unemployment. He did not mention 

fisheries - he is back again, I see - very good - fine. 

He did not mention fisheries -he did not mention hydro. 

• Well, at least I suppose there is one good thing is that 

he said that I was a gentleman - I certainly - I am glad 

to "hear that, Mr. Speaker. I am glad to hear that indeed. 

Now, he was also over in Meadows -

• e 
MR. ROWE: 

MR. WOODROW: 

Got a point of order. 

Oh, oh, I see. 

MR. ROWE: Point of order, Sir, I would like to 

now, for the public record, to withdraw the statement which 

• I made concerning the hon. member on that open-line program . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKMAN: I really do not believe there is a 

point of order, but on the other hand I think that speaking 

• on behalf of hon. gentlemen on this side of the House we 

commend the hon. Leader of the Opposition for his wisdom· in 

congratulating the hon. member from time to time of Bay of 

Islands for the work he is doing and I implore him not to 

change his mind because he will be out of step with the • people of the Province. 
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MR. WOODROW: Mr. Speaker, oh my, oh my, is that • not terrible, that is terrible, I say, it is terrible. 

Mr. Speaker, I said he was also over in Meadows; in fact, 

Satu~day night last, I understand, he had a great feed of -

a great Jiggs dinner which was alright. There was nothing • wrong with that, but, Mr. Speaker, I had a call from Meadows 

early last week. I had a call from people who are working 

on the Canada Works project over there and do you know what 

their problem is, Mr. Speaker? Their problem is that they 

• are getting $2.80 an hour which is starvation wages, and this 

is happening all over the Province where these Canada Works 

are. If they are going to give Canada Works, why in fact 

cannot they give people a decent wage? The projects are 

• given, Mr. Speaker, in the dead of winter. You have to try 

to fix up a graveyard in the dead of winter or try, we say, 

to work on a pasture or the like, and added to that the programs 

are labour intensive. There is nothing left for materials, 

• and I ·think these are some of the things that they Leader 

of the Opposition should get his tee~ch into, In doing that, 

you would be really helping the Province of Newfoundland; and 

as a result of that, Mr. Speaker, after I heard from the 

• e people in the Meadows area, I shot out this telegram to 

Joe Clark - "Many people in my district and,for that matter, 

throughout the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador are upset 

over the starvation wage of $2.80 per hour they are receiving 

• on Canada Works grants . 

• 
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~~. ~·70::"!JROtl: Seconcly, money is advanced in the dead 

of tvinter and is also labour intent which means practically nothing 

for material. These. conditions should be changed and I would ap~r~ciate 

if you would bring it up in the Commons to see Hhat can be done about it • 

:-'I'.. FLIGHT: 

Hr. .• \<OODF.Ol-7: 

thing in this Province. 

::R. l"LICRT: 

~~. ;monRoH: 

(inaudible) 

1-<r. Speaker, I think that is a very ir.1por.tant 

Give me the answer . 

And a former - I do not have the answer 

yet - And a former member of Humber - St. George - St. Barbe was tired 

bringing this up and I also conununicated tvith him in bringing the. niatter 

up. And I hope we say that members on both sines of the nouse Hill 

unite in r"atters lil:e this, not in skulduggery, not in trying to destroy 

the great democracy that we have. Hotv often, Hr. Speaker, did I hear 

people on .the opposite side of the House speak about the !!inister of 

Justice. Nm;r, ~!r. Speaker, I want to say that I have ah1ays found the 

~!inister of Justice a gentleman and I have always ·received courteous, 

kind, and prompt. replies to all my correspondence, and I do 'feel, in fact, 

hurt and upset when I hear people talking about a minister t-tho has such 

a responsible position as the Hinister of Justice. 

Xr. Speaker, rep,arding the Stephenville 

Linerboard mill, I meant to have a word to say about tllat also. I have 

hea-::-d· a lot about it over the past eighteen months, hut hm• many fncts, 

~ir. Speaker, did \Ye hear? 

HR • !~ . r..O\,'E : 

llR. 'lvOODRQl.!: 

i·UL FLIGHT: 

All facts •. 

How many of these thinp;s were facts? 

You heard nore facts from this side of 

the House that tve heard from the other side . 

l·'J.'., lmODROH: Hr. Speaker, tie heard a lot of suppositions, 

t-~hat could be done and tvhat should be done, but the Govenm!'lnt, they tvere 

in the driver's seat,and I am sure that they really .dreaded to see t~;e 

Linerboard mill close dm·m and I think the important rca..Jon of it <Vas 

that if the Government had to keep the Linerboard mill goinP.; this Province 
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~-:R. l-i00DR01J: t·7ould have lost its capital credit 

rating. I do not J.-..now t~hether that is right, or not, hen. ~'inister 

and I do not l:not~ whether I expressed it right, or not. 

All HON • :-!B-IBER: 1.olould the member permit a -question? 

NR. WOODROl~: If it is about the Linerboard mill I do 

not knot~ whether I could answer it, or not, but I certainly t.•ill -

l·P .• MCNEIL: Is the member ati'are that last year t·lhen 

the Budget was brought dotrn the estimates that Here put forward for the 

. closing and mothballing of Labrador Linerboard was approximately $27 ,COO ,000 

and in this year's Budget it stated that it was over $43,000,000 to close 

it down1 So; in essence, it cost more to close it than to keep it open. 

Is the member aware of these facts? 

!·!R. IWODROlv: ~~. Speaker, that is again supposition. 

::rc.ybe if I were on the opposite side of the Rouse I would say the same 

thing but there are a lot of other things involved in this. You just 

cannot look at a big corporation like that - You just cannot anst•er that 

right off the bat. There are a lot of things involved and I feel certain -

I am certain that this :\dministration would not have closed do~m the 

Lab radar Linerboard mill if they had been ahle to !c.eep it open, and I 

feel sure in the not too distant future it will be re-ope:::ed again. 

i•::R. 1-:CHEIL: It should have never closed and you knet·l 

it. 

i•fR • I<•JODROI-1: \vell, as a l·?est Coaster, I certainly do 

not want to see ~t closed and I can assure you of that • 

lloH, I also noticed in yesterday's paper, 

in The l·?estern Star, that a couple of members in my district have been 

elected to the l'loard of Directors of Anti-Poverty Group, the Anti-Poverty 

Group. That is right. One member in Curling and the other rnenher over · 

in Gillams, and -that is nice. It shows that people in t!1e Ray of Islands 

are interested and I think it is really a good- thing. 

Hr. Speaker, there are a lot of other 

things I could say. I have heard the hen. C~emher from Puchans (':r. Plight) 
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:·::R. I>'OODROH: l-Ie have had the St.Lawrence mine close 

down. I do not know \Jhether you can blal!le that on this Administration, 

or, not, but I guarantee you that under the leadership of rather l~olloy 

rlo~Vn in St. Lawrence they have a fish plant on the 1vay. And that is t•hat 

they need in 
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MR •. WOODROW: this Province -we need good leaders • 

In fact, people are going to work construction. Regarding 

the Buchans - in conjunction with the amend~ent regardin~ 

the Buchans mine - is ~t again the cause of this administra-

tion - do you think they want to have Buchans mine closed • down? I doubt very much, ~r. Speaker, if they do, and I feel 

under the leadership of our good member over here - I have 

heard him in the House - I admire him because he gets up and 

he fights - that is what we have to do. You almost feel 

• lik~ jumping across the floor sometimes, and T think that is 

the way we got to be if we are serious about our districts. 

So, we have, of course, plagued and we know we all have been 

plagued with inflation . I remember when I got in council. • The Leader is going - I am finished with him now in any case, 

til he finished everybody I guess. In the meantime, since 

1972, since I became a member of council, all I heard in 

council was inflation and this we say inflation has been 

• plaguing us - it has been plaguing us ever since and I 

suppose it will be plaguing. I have heard such things as 

the Action Line mentioned; well, if you want to know about 

the Action Line, you talk with Sandy Ball who has a big .. -e farm over in Curling, over on the Serpentine Road, and he 

will tell you what the Action Line has done and what they 

are trying to do for him, and I certainly have often heard 

the Norma and Gladys mentioned • When I hear the Norma and 

• Gladys mentioned, I think of the late Senator Penney in 

Ramea. I stayed with him many times and this is what George 

Penney said. lie says "Nobody can spenci too cuch money on 

goodwill", and I :hink really that is what we have to do -

we have to try to create goodwill. I happened to attend 

a concert recently over in Curling and I was so pleased to 

know that they had - every song was a Newfoundland song -

in other words, they are keeping up our old Newfoundland 

• heritage. I think we have a right to have some of the old 

ships and everything else ~ept up as well as the fclklore 
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MR. WOODROW: in general of this Province . 

Mr. Speaker, I suppose I could go on but I must say I am 

really glad - I am delighted to be a memb~r of the House of 

Assembly and I do feel when I go to bed at night - I feel 

that I have done something to help somebody and I hope that 

I will continue to be positive - I do not think it is in 

me to be negative. In fact, ~ven some of the things I said 

tonight I sort of - I just did not want to say them -

to whom shall we go. In other words, what are we going 

to go. to? Just imagine, for example, let us suppose the 

Opposition is in government tonight - let us name the 

various posts of the Cabinet. Mr. Speaker, therefore he 

said 'whom shall we go'. I would like to see every member 

responsible and doing all he can for the Province in general 

and for his own district. With these few words I thank 

members for their kind attention and I hope have enlightened 

them a little bit, and I thank you, Mr. Speaker, also . 

MR. SPEAKER: Ron. member for Port au Port 

(~r. J. Hodder). 

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I would like to -

MR. NEARY: For your penance, you can go around 

the stations ten times. 

MR. HODDER: I would like to congratulate the 

member from Bay of Islands on his speech. It was only last 

week that I was in his district and went through the district 

and visited - attended a gathering there. I find that the 

district is very much like mine, although I might assure the 

member that, while in his district, I did not say anything 

neither good nor bad about him, but I must thank him for -

AN liON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 
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MR. SPEAKER: 

Tape 4170 GH-3 

Mr. Speaker, point of order. 

Order, please! Order, please! 

The bon. member, I think- Order, please, order! The bon. 

member, I think, should make a more definitive withdrawal 

of that remark . 

MR. WOODROli: Withdraw, Mr. Speaker, with my 

whole heart and soul. 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member . 
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~1t. EOD!)~R: . l~r. Speaker, I must thank the hon. member 

because he brought up a point in his speech which I was juSt listening 

to that is very close to my heart and one that has been bothering me 

about this particular r.overnment for quite some time. The member mentione~l 

the Canada Horks projects and the fact that the i;evrfoundland 1•ort:er is 

only getting $2.80 per hour unrler Canada Horks. I think he threl? it at 

our side of the House that perhaps 1ve should do something about that. 

~lo'"'• I do not know if the hon. member is aware; or not, but the C:anada 

!,Yorks payn:ents are varied from province to province, and the reason those 

payments vary is because the amount paid under C:anada 1~orJ.-..s depends on . 

the minimum v1age li'hich the province gives and the minimum wage, of course, 

is decided by the government of the province not by the Federal Governl!'.ent . 

SOHE !IO~T . i·!EHBERS : Hear, hear! 

1~ .• HODDEr..: I, at this moment, would call on th~s 

Governr.lent to raise the minir.rum li'age in this '?rovince for tv1o reasons: 

'Cne, because of the fact that those people ,1vho are in· the lovT income· 

brad:et and who have to depend O)l the minimum wage 1·:ith the cost of living 

as it hac J:.ecn escalating during the past ten years, can no longer ~.ive 

adequately on that type of Hage. Besides that, t·!r. Speaker, those people 

on social assista:-.. ca in this Province l·rho are really suffering at the 

present till'.e, their li'age as <rell is also geared to the minimum •.-:age. I 

believe,' two years ago I quoted here in the House of Assembly a statement 

made by the hen. the Premier in Gander, I believe it Has in 1'?.73, uhere 

he said that (;ach year the social assistance 1,ould be raised as the cost 

of· living •1ent up but it would also be tied to the miniAur.l Hage. So, 

<·mat is happening in this Province at the present time is that the r.-.ininurn 

'"age has not been raised for quite some tine, "·e have people on Canada 

\lorl:s <-~he are Aaking only $2.80 an hour and we have people on social 

assistance 1-1ho cannot provide their. families Hit1:1 tl~e al!'.enities of life . 

So, I 1vould call on this Government to raise the minimum Hage e.ncl. ask 

the hen. member <.,he made those particular statements earlier to press 

his Government to raise the wininum Hage in this Province .. 
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~T .• HODDER: ;-lm~, Hr. Speaker, just to spea!' about 

one other thing ~rhich the hon. member mentioned. l'e talked ahout the 

House of Assembly at one point and he said words something to the effect 

that our people need so much, let us get dotm to t<Ork. ~lovl, I have 

noticed in this !louse of Assem'.,ly, particularly this year, that the 

Government side of the House and members in the House have been criticizing 

the House because it does not work. I say that any statements made like 

that are only statements which are made to hooch·link the people of 

Newfoundland. 

&'l EON. l1EffiER: Hear, hear! 

HR. HODDER: - because the people of l·lewfoundland may 

or may not be aware that in this particular House of Assembly, or in 

any House of AssP.mbly, that t~e t~ork ·under an adversary system. The 

systen is that the opposition bring things to the zoveril!llent, they oppose .. 

the government, they try to bring out the other side of arguments, and 

at times it becomes roHdy but we do not create jobs in this Rouse of . 
,~sembly. This House of Assembly has been in existence for many,many 

years. The democratic systP.m has been in existence for many, many years. 

It has suffered worse trials than this particular House has seen at the 

present time and I believe that this House is functioning hetter this 

year than it has ever functioned since perhaps 1071, or earlier. 

No~•, ~-~r. Speaker, I want to talk about 

several things .1s they apply to my district. I clo not knat~ if I tvill 

get a cl'.ance again to speak in the Throne Speech debate, anc!. I think 

that the .. thing that affects my m-m dj.strict !!lOSt ,more than any other single 

thi.ng even though the Fishery I tvould class as a close numher 2, is the 

re-opening of Labrador Linerhoard Limited. llow, "e, last year in this 

House, tried to put across to the r.overnment 
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"·!'!'~. HODDER: - and to give our reasons to the pc:ople 

of :-:eHfoundland ~Vhy that mill should not have closer!. One of the 

ar:;;uments IJhich tve raised is that it l'lould cost $50,000,000 at least 

in the first year in order to close that mill. ~-Tow He find ourselves 

in a situation Hhere the !·linister of Transportation and ·communications; 

the Hiriister of Industrial Development, the "linister of Forestry and 

Agriculture, various ministers are coming to Bay St. George and making 

public statements that the mill will soon open • 

,\i'l non. ~ffi!IDER: 

'·P.. HODDER: 

(inaudible) - more than you rlo. 

Hell, you have made statel'lents here in 

the House that you eXj)ect that the mill trlll soon open ,or the mill ~•ill 

be converted, or a deal will be made. Now, one thing that bothers me 

<;bout the whole situation is that one of the things we said in this l~ouse 

last year and IJe said it firnly is that the mill should not close, that 

the mill should be kept open until a buyer is found. · At the present 

ti~, my info~~tion is that a proposal has gone - I have been told 

tl1at a proposal has gone from Abitibi to the Government and that it is 

li1:ely that that proposal l'lill be turned down. :'!ow, this is particularly 

Hhat I .••ant to say a ;.;ord about because, i~r. Speaker, the people of 

Bay St. George and the people of my district lvho Horked at the mill 

and the people of my district lvho 1vor!~ed in the Hoodlands operations 

around the mill, everyone of them lvants to see that mill open. ;·'ost 

particularly .,. 

l ffi • ~OODY : 

member's permission? 

proposal from /o.biti~i -

!·ITt. }iEARY : 

:-~. ;)00DY: 

!·!r. Speaker, may I stand Hith the hon. 

The Goverr.r.er.t has not receivPd c.ny 

Abitibi Price? 

Ahi ti;,i Price. ilut you can carry on any<•ay 

and say lvhy it shouV. b::! turned dol,'ll even though l·re have not receive<l it. 

I~.H HOi!. l!J2D:-EP.: :inaudible) 

ER. DOODY: I will repeat again, Sir. Obviously, I 
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c·!R. noonY : was not understood. !he Government of 

the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador has not received a bid from 

Abitibi Price for the linerboard mill facilities in Stephenville. 

~·!R. !!ODDER: Hr. Speaker, that is information that 

I am glad to hear. At least t.re are finding out soTI".et'ling t!1at is going 

on. But I will say this that, regardless - That has nothing to do ~.;i th 

t~~ corninents that I have to make, whether a proposal has been made. 

The substance of what I am saying is this - I want to say it very clearly 

and I say it not as knocking the minister for t.rhat he is doing at the 

present time ir> any ;;ay, shape, or form - But I t.rant to say this, that 

•.rhen a proposal is made, t.rhen an agreement is made do not let this 

Government decide to take any proposal made by Abitibi ·or any proposal 

made by any other agency or company t.>hich r.-.ay • . .rant to buy that 11'ill. 

ryo not do that. Do not give away the mill. The prevailing feeling in 

3;,~.y St. George is, "Yes, ~re t.rant that mill open - Yes, He t.rant jobs 11 

because the mill means more than just the 450 jobs Hhich are concernecl 

Hith the mill, or the couple of t~1ousand jobs t.rhich are concerned tdt~l 

the woorllands across the Province. ·The mill means more than that: It 

means that the economy of the Bay St. George !'.rea comes up; people H1to 

,.;ork in s-tores, people who work in the service industries, these people 

uill be ·able ·to go back to these types of jobs. But, t<hat the concern 

is right noN is that this particular mill will be - th.'lt t-rhen it is 

opened. that it is opened to· run forevermore. The people of '3ay St. George, 

the people of my district, the people of :appens, Port-au-l>ort, Step>enville, 

an:• place "~>•here there tvas a large group of people ;vorking at that mill -

:my one of those communities - none of them <ra::t an ERCO situation on 

tl';ei!' ~1ands. :-Tone of them Hant to be as they ~>•ere in years gone by since 

ti1is Government took over that particular mill tvant to be feeling <·;hen 

they vralk outside of Tlay St. George that, "Oh, you people are the people 

that are draining the money out of this Province. 11 l.Jl:J.atever <deal that 

is made on that mill has to be made so that the future of Bay St. George 

is assured. I knot¥, and the minister knows, that there is enough \vood 

in this Province to sustain three mills. 
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AN I!Ol!. ::mtl!F.R: The hart. ~ember is saying that he does 

not ~~ant a repeat of the last performance :!.n Stephenville. 

h'e do not "~<'ant a repeat of the last 

performance at Stephenville, that.is correct. 

Ml HO:! • l·lE!ffiER: 

there -

HR. HODDER: 

It should never have happen~d 

But I t-1111 say one ot~ier thing and I did 

not intend to get into this ~':is - But I :-1111 say that if •luring the 

last four or five years,' when you look into what happened in that cill, 

that the things that happened with that mill should not have happened 

because the rrd.ll •~as run in.the best ir.terest of the Province, not in 

the best interest of that ll'ill. .luld Cabinet documents and ::ter:to~andn 

that v;ent from the Line:-~oard >:nill to Cabinet, and. Cabinet documents 
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HR~ HODDER: where ~hey were more i~terested 

in lobking after the economy of the whole Province than they 

were in looking after the mill. Perhaps that is why 

governments should ~ever be invo~ved in private indu~try, 

because that is the story that comes through loud and ~lear 

whenever you read the reports when you look at the reports 

done by the advisory board, when you look at the various 

Cabinet documents and whatnot that went back and fo~th and 

that we seem to get our hands ~n - when you look at all of 

those things, the one story that came through was that mill 

was not run in the interests of Labrador Linerboard Limited 

to make that thing go. It was run in the interests of the 

Province and that mill could still be open yet. The big 

thing about that mill was the woodlots and until the wood 

situation - when this government first came into. power they 

said they were going to take the woodlands and they were 

going to shake them up and redivide and do this and that and 

the other thing with the wood. They did not do a thing, so 

the ~ill suffered. But the wood is here and I do hope that 

Abitibi does take over that mill and that they make sound 

proposals, but at the same time I hope the government is 

not washy, weak-kneed, and wishy-washy about the way that 

they negotiate with those companies because we want that 

milt to start and to continue to go and we do not want a 

situation where we feel that we are being subsidized by the 

rest of Newfoundland. We believe, Mr. Speaker, that that 

mill can go. We believe that that mill can be run successfully 

and we believe that that mill can be run at a profit. It 

is a 'Cadillac' mill as mills go in this world. Linerboard 

mills or paper mills built since that particular time are 

not as good as that mill. That is one of the best mills on 

the face of the earth. The wood supply is here on the Island. 

The future is assured for the area in the long run. The 
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MR. DODDER: The important thing now and the 

important burden and responsibility on this government is 

to make sure that whatever deal is made with whatever company 

that takes an interest in that mill is a deal which will 

continue to see Stephenville thrive and survive and become 

the area which it should be. Mr. Speaker, the other thing 

that affects my district greatly, and which since the ~losure 

of the mill but riot only because of the closure af the mill 

has been booming or is starting to come back in the district, 

is the fishery. I do not believe that it is because the 

mill closed. I do not know whether there were many people 

who used to work with Labrador Linerboard Limited who have 

now gone back to the boat~, but I do not believe it is 

that the close-down of the mill precipitated people to go 

into the fishery in the district of Port au Port or in 

Bay St. George in any area. I do not think that is what 

precipitated a raise from about 1.7 million pounds to 4 . 

something million pounds landed last year, not at all. 

I think what precipitated in the district of Port au Port -

the stampede back to the fishery was the fact that the 

prices of fish went up and people suddenly realized that 

they could go out and they could make a decent living from 

the sea. I attended a meeting in the district about three 

weeks ago w~en the Minister of Fisheries was there as a 

guest speaker for the opening of - for the start - the 

election of a fisheries association in the district - an 

association of fishermen. I think that the Xinister's 

attitude at that particular meeting, or what the Minister 

did at that particular meeting, is symptomatic of the 

problems of the fishery in the district. The Minister 

stood up, and remember that the district of Port au Port 
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HR. HODDER: is an inshore fishery, and the 

Minister got up and he spoke about the offshore capacity, 

abo~i problems with Ottawa, brouzht two br three pressmen 

with him from St. John's and gave a fedaral speech, and 

talking about our capacity on the Hamilton Bank~ and the 

fact that we need mora trawlers to go out and all that sort 

of thing. The group of fishermen that were sitting there 

listening to that particular speech did not understand·. 

what he was talking about, because we are inshore fishermen 

and we fish from small boats, the longliner being the biggest 

boat, and here were a group of people with all sorts of 

problems relating to ~rying to get into the fishery and 

the Minister came 6ut. forgot all about that at all, he 

mentioned the road and then gave his usual, standard anti 

Ottawa speech. ~he fishermen were baffled, amazed. They 

said "What did he say?" - "What did he talk about?" You 

know, he did not mention this -he did not mention that. 

Now, the problem with the fishery in Pbrt au Port basically 
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MR. HODDER: goes back to one ~hing. I have 

said it before in this House that we have a lack of harbours • 

Because we have a lack of harbours, it means that we have to 

rely on other metho~s of getting fish. You cannot bring 

your boat into a harbour, tie it up at the dock, moor it off, 

and fork your fish or net your fish up over into the stage 

and have the boat come. I mean that sort of things does not 

happen in Port au Port. At the present time, the other point 

abD~t the district of Port au Port is that the fishery -

that there are a lot of fish in that particular area. Boats 

from Port aux Basques, Harbour Le Cou, Petits, all around 

the southwest coast, come out and fish in that particular 

area. There are two major fishing grounds; one is south 

in the Bay St. George area, off what is known as the Gravels; 

the other one is to the north through Long Point and the 

Three Rock Cove area north in the Port au Port bay area. 

The major fish buyers I suppose are at Fox Island River, which 

is in Port au Port bay, and at Piccad~lly in Port au Port 

bay, but most of the fishermen fish either along the 

straight shore, the bottom of the peninsula or up on the 

left hand side of Long Point. These are th~ prime fishing 

areas. Now the problem there is not the fact. there is no 

fish. The problem is the fisherman cannot get out in good 

weather. And what has happened in the district of Port au 

Port is that a group called the Community Employment Strategy 

Association has been systematically taking Canada Works 

Grants (inaudible) ~onies themselves and building artificial 

harbours in the ~istrict. And in the Southern part of. the 

district there are two massive br~akwaters going out where 

a.natural harbour will be built. Armour stone will go 

around it. They are actually buildin~ harbours there. 

There is another harbour being built in the Northern part 

of the district in the Three Rock Cove area. The third 

harbour is Blue Beach which is at the end of Long Point 
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MR. HODDER: and the fourth harbour is at 

Fox Island River. These are the ones that are under 

dev~lopment at the present ti~e. Every one of those 

harbours, of course, ar~ being developed by the Small 

Craft Harbour people, CES and Canada Works. 

To give an exa~ple of the type 

of input that the federal government .have put into the 

district and the type of faith they hav~ in the district, 

about two weeks ago the federal government announced 

$1.2 million for the 'development of the harbour at 

Blue Beach where they go through what is a natural pond 

sort of thing which sort of has a beach surrounding it, 

they go through there - two breakwaters have already been 

built; I might say, Mr. Speaker, about $800,000 has 

already been spent there and now they have committed another 

$1.2 million to develop a harbour there. Construction will 

start shortly and by the time it is finished it will be a 

harbour, I suppose, as good as any other harbour . 

Now the federal government have 

realized that the fishery in that district has great 

potential and they have pu~ their money into the district 

in hopes, of course, that the district will come up and 

will improve itself in the future. Now I would think 

that there is probably more federal money gone into the 

district of Port au Port than any other district in the 

Province. And I would also say -

AN HON. ME~1BER: Because of CES. 

MR. HODDER: Because of CES - but you might 

remember that even before CES was planned the plans for 

Blce Beach were already developed and engineering studies 

were already done. 

HR. PECKFORD: They were transacted. We took that 

course:!n 1972 . 
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MR. HODDER: Right. I give credit to anybody 

who had anything to do with it. There were a great many 

people who had an awful lot to do with that. 

MR. PECKF.ORD: Fred Stagg was one. 

HR. HODDER:. lvell, Fred Stagg possibly 

MR . PECKFORD: (Inaudible) all 

or none. 

l1R. HODDER: There have been many. 

MR. w. N. ROlvE: The poison pen set. 

MR. HODDER: Pardon? 

MR. 1L H. ROlvE :· He usually writes this stuff •. 

He usually writes (inaudible). 

AN RON. HEM.BER: (Inaudible) on 

pap.er . 

HR. HODDER: The minister reminds me of a quote 

that I read the other day, I think it was from The Man with 

the Hoe, and there was a question in the poem; it says, 

"What breath blew out the light within this brain?" 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

AN RON. !1EMBER: 

!1R. HODDER: 

Oh, oh! 

He will soon be up with Stagg. 

Anyhow, Mr. Stagg did not run in 

the district and I think there was good reason why he did 

not run. He was the member for Port au Port, and I do not 

know what input he had in it, but I know there were many, 

-many people, and when the announcement was made on the 

small craft harbours - and you need to pick up a 

Western Star about that date - I came out quite frankly 

and said, 'I am very pleased it happened. I congratulate 

the Community Employment Strategy Association who took 

the package and put it together. I congratulate Mr.Harshall, 

I congratulate Mr. Stagg and I congratulate the whole works.' 

So the minister has no worries about the fact that I might 

be taking credit for the money coming into the district. 

Row I would tell the ~inister that I have not been any 
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MR. HODDER: impediment to the money coming 

into the district. I would also tell the minister that 

I have talked to Hr. LeBlanc on many, many oc~asions. 

I would tell the minister that I have had great rapport 

with the federal government 
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Mr. Hodder: that I have had great repertoire with the 

federal government. But when the announcement was made I gave credit 

too. But the point of what I am saying at this present time is that 

the federal government has shown that they have confidence in that 

particular area. They know the potential of that particular area, 

because they have already done something call a, it has been done 

in t~10 areas of the Province where they have a resource study map 

of the area, ·and they have had people in the area looking- and 

because of those studies, and because of the potential in the area 

and because it is obviously the place where harbours are needed, 

and it is obviously a place of high unemployment in this Province 

the federal government has put their money there. 

Now the point that I am making, I am 

praising the federal government certainly because they do not get 

very much praise in this House, but the point that I am making is 

what has the provincial government been doing? At the present .time 

this year we had a road, there is a seven mile road running from 

Black Duck to Blue Beach,for about a month after the start of the 

fishing season the road was virtually impassible. There were half 

load limits on it. For days on end it was absolutely cut off. 

All this year I have been calling through the press in· the House here 

calling on the Minister of Transportation and Communications and the 

Minister of Fisheries to decide whether it was fisheries access road 

or a road which belonged to the Department of Transportation and 

Communications. Neither one of them will agree that the road is 

theirs, the Fisheries Department says, we cannot afford to maintain 

it. The Department of Transportation·and Communications says, it is 

not our road, it is the Fisheries access road because people do not 

'live in Blue Beach all year around. They would live at Blue Beach all 

year around if there was a road going down there and they could get 

back and forth. But nevertheless that is the sort of dispute that 

has been going on. So that for a month.during the fishing season the 
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Mr. Hodder: fishermen could not get back and forth, the trucks 

going down to pick up the fish could not get back. and forth, and 

after screaming and shouting, and I am not talking about myself 

PK - 2 

I am talking about the fishermen, the CES, you kn0\'1, all the groups 

in the area of the Blue.Beach Fishermen's Committee, after screaming 

and shouting we got $35,000 to upgrade that road which means now 

that the federal government has come in with, you know, $1.2 million 

and construction begins immediately. The amount of money hardly 

fixed up the holes, you know, and got it up ~uring that particular 

period, it hardly even kept the thing, I do not think it is even up 

to the standard it was last year, after most of the $35,000 is gone. 

Now we have all sorts of heavy equipment going 

over that road and the road is going to be gone again. So we have 

no road. Throughout the whole district, and I am sorry that I could 

not get a picture developed in time, I took some pictures a couple· of 

weeks ago and I do not have them back yet, I was going to when I made 

this speech to show them around to members in the House, where you 

have fishermen in a little cove, a little slipway down the bottom, 

five boats , and then these pan capstans, you know, wrere three or 

four men they get and they push the thing around, and they wince the 

boat up the sl ip~1ay sort of thing·, then they take the fish out of the 

boat and they carry it on their back up to a road. And 

representation has been made time and time and time again to the 

Minister of Fisheries to upgrade those roads, they sent a little 

request to the Department of Highways, the Department of Highways 

requests $500 or $600 and they go down and put a fe~1 loads of 

gravel, but really in none of those cases is the job being done 

properly. 

You know, what is needed in that particular 

area is that someone needs to do an engineering design of some of 

those coves ~/here the fishermen are fishing from, and to look at them 

in a proper way, not just a slap-jack method, because these fishermen 

are bringing a lot of fish in and they are working very· hard at it, 

not through a slap-jack method. But they need to look at those particular 
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Mr. Hodder: places and see how best they can help the fishermen. 

~ut that is not happening . 

Another situation and this is not all of the 

responsibility of the provincial government, I only mention it because 

of the lack of provincial government·care or concern about it, is 

the Fox Island River -
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'~ .. 'lODDEr.: another situation and this is not all 

the responsibility of the provincial government. I only mention it 

because of the lack of provincial government care or concern about it 

is the Fox Island River problem where the federal government·has been 

trying to get a dredge in their for tt;o years but it seems to rr.e that 

the :ninister has not really taken that particular issue up. Even though 

it is a federal problem I have not seen any concern being sh01m by the 

Department of ~isheries as another group to sort of get on the bandHagon 

and try to get something done in that particular area. Since the minister 

has taken his seat I would say to him that I wish his officials would 

help out to try to convince some of the bureaucrats in the Federal 

Department of Public l~orks and whatnot to try to lend support to the 

efforts of the fishermen and myself in that particular area to try 

and get that particular problem solved. 

But • !l.r. Speaker, if you look at 

the development of this particular area • I suppose there are probably 

twenty districts in the Province Hhere fishing is a major concern, where 

fishing is the basis of the economy. V.y district I think is only. 

symptomatic of the problems in the whole of Bay St. George • the.t three 

districts out of those ttventy that one fifth of the fishing area with 

potential fishing t-~ould be from the Bay St.George area and ?ort au Port 

is important in the t•hole scheme of things. If that particular area 

t-~hich is one of the high unemployment areas of the Province, if that 

area is to prosper then certainly we are going to need the infrastructure 

to support the fishery. Now when I talk about the infrastructure I talk 

about roads - not only the fisheries access roads, but I talk about the 

major roads that lead to fishing areas.· I talk about upgrading and 

paving because the district at this point is one of the worst maintained 

districts in the Province. , It had some pavement. three or four years 

ago but things break d01m before they are fixed up there. It is time 

that so1:1ething happened there and it is time that the government looked 

at it and built roads proper for ~hose big fish trucks which are now 

travelling over them and. r:et some upgrading and some repaving and 

some paving in the district-to make it comfortable for people. I believe 

9596 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Jur.e S, 1~72. Tape :<o. 4176 (l\ight) AH-2 

~·R. HODDER: that the district is now on its t>ay 

and it needs particular help from the provincial covernment. It should 

become a high prioritY. area of this Province. The federal government 

in their small .'JaY or in their large t>ay has made it a high priority 

area and now v7e want this crowd, this government here to look at it in 

the same light because now they have to put.their dollar there too. 

Now forgetting that particular thing 

I t>ant to talk about a couple of other things that are needed in the 

district. l,'hen the minister was speaking at that meeting which I 

referred to earlier and talking about the offshore problems and knocking 

the' federal government way one or another the group of fishermen that 

were there listening to him - and I told him afterwards, were having 

problems quite different, problems which the Department of Fisheries could 

help them with.. I gave an example at that particular meeting of a 

family who were drawing Social Assistance all Hinter and who bought 

the materials, saved on Social Assistance -if any family can do that 

in this Province,and bought materials and had a boat tuilder come in 

uho built a boat. for them and the promise to the boat builder was 

that when the bounty comes you get paid with the bounty. So here 

they were sitting with a boat.-no outboard motor because an outboard 

motor can cost you Sl,7~0 or $1,800 for a proper outboard motor, no 

nets. And these are the sort of people - this particular area, areas 

'·!here people are trying to get into the fishery, people have shotrn 

faith that they want to get into the fishery, these are the areas 

t;here special consideration should be given. ~<ow at the present time 

the Fisheries Loan Board ~:ill not give loans ~or outboard motors. ~:otv 

I do not knot·7 the reason t,,hy and perhaps the minister could explain 

it sometime tvhen he is speaking .3ut at the present time they t·Till not 

give loans for outboard motors and this' has caused a big problem in 

t!c.e district he cause it is as r·.uch as a person 1-1ho is tvorking on a 

r.anada '·'orks programme or t.Jorking soncHhere like that, it. is as 

much as he. can do to get his boat. !-le think that a boat does not cost 

much but if you are on Social Assistance and \ave seven children and 

you uant to get back into t!'!e fishery then I t,·ould suggest that if 
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~~::'. HODDER; you can get the boat built than that i.s . 
as far as you are going to get. I t•ould hope that the minister, and 

• i again ask hir.t, ~'ould look into those situations because we do have 

peculiar situations when people are starting to go into the fishery. 

Now I noticed the other day that 
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Mr. Hodder: the minister announced that there would be a: 

fisheries officer for Goose Bay and for the Labrador Coast. And 

in the statement he said,· that sometime in the next two or three 

years there would be a fishery officer in the Bay St. George area. 

Well, I think, Mr. Speaker, that we need that fishery officer there 

now, because people do not know how to fill out the forms, they 

do not know how to v.ot~. They will go to the Fisheries Loan Board 

they will probably do it in an improper way, they do not know - I 

had a call the other day, Where do you set a gillnet? Do you set 

it on the bottom? - or a lobster, I do not know, some sort of a trap 

or something, a codtrap, do you set it on the bottom? Do you set 

it ten feet up? You know, there are people that ·need that sort of 

information on a daily basis, . and there is nobody there from the 

provincial government to give them the type of help that they need . 

And I would strongly suggest to the minister that he look at that 

particular area and put.a fisheries officer there immediately,' 

somebody whom the fishermen can go to to find out the particular 

programmes that the Department of Fisheries has, and to find out 

the type of forms and one thing and the other that must be done. 

And I would ask the minister if he would take a look at some of 

those fisheries access roads and·one thing and the other where. a 

lot of fish are being landed their, but nevertheless the people 

have to suffer greatly to do it. 

Mr. Speaker, before sit down I want to say 

something about the spruce budworm problem in the Province. I do 

know this may be a little difficult to get through, but there are 

a few thi.ngs here that have not been said in the House, and I think 

they should be said. In the few minutes that I have remaining 

I would like to touch on a few things that I foundout, and a few 

things that have come to light. I think that the experiences of 

the New Brunswick Government are the ones that perhaps we should 

look at in light of our own spraying programme. And one thing 

that has not been raised in this whole debate which I have heard 
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Mr. Hodder: going back and forth in this House of Assembly on 

the spruce.budwonn, and I did miss the spruce budwonn debate, I 

was not here .when that particular debate was on, but I have noticed 

that nobody has really talked about ecology. And what happens 

when you kill certain insects and birds to the forest. Now I 

believe it was Dr. I. W. Vardy of The Canadian Forestry Service 

speaking to an international conference in Buenos Aires in 1972 

and he said this, he said, "The for:est provides. food and shelter 

·to a richer diversity of bird life than is found in most regions 

of Canada", he was speaking of New Brunswick. And he says, "Birds 

help to maintain the .integrity of the forest, echo system most as 

a factor in controlling insect population." And then he went on 

to talk about the role of prediators, and he talked about the role 

of the songbird of birds in the overall balance in the forests. 

And the report went on to say that when the 

'sprayers attack the birds it is at a moment of great stress .. It 

is usua.lly .at the end of a migration and it is also at the beginning 

of the breathing season. And there.is a progress bulletin which 

was done by the, I believe, Canadian Wildlife Service, and there 

were entitled progress notes sixty-two,.which concluded that in 

1975 when there ~1as a very small spray done in New Brunswick that 

2.9 mill ion ·songbirds ~1ere killed in that particular spray. 

MR. NEARY: What kind of birds? 

MR. HODDER: Songbirds. 

You know, I am concerned, of course, about songbirds, 

but 1~hen you look at songbirds as - well perhaps I should go on and 

talk about what happened in New Brunswick after· that particular time .. 

Also in the spray the New Brunswick blueberry growers complained 

that the spray was killing bees as well, and the bees pollinate 

the blueberries. So they were having problems with the blueberry 

harvest, and the bees were being killed and, of course, those people 

who kept bees as well were not too pleased about the spray. But 
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Mr. Hodder: what happened after that for some reason or other 

the ecology of the forest·was thrown away and suddenly, not only 

did they have a problem with the bees, 
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:!R. HODDER: 

but they found that the sprayers had s=ehow upset tile ecology of 

the forest around the blueberry fields and suddenly the birds 

began descending on the fields in the thousands and eating 

the blueberries. The blueberry growers got permission.from the 

Canadian Wildlife service to shoot .the birds but the s:1ortly 

afterNards that was stopped because they found that tile birds came 

under a treaty, it is called the Migratory Bird Convention, which 

is a treaty tlith Argentina I believe, and the States, and .some 

of the islands -

~IR. STRACHAN: 

1·tR. HODDER: 

~texico. 

- Hexico, the United States and 

Hexico, yes are the. t:t:m, · and Costa Rica, Equidor, and Salvador, 

but anyhow birds are protected,• so finally they ~~ere given permission 

to kill some scavengers, ones that were not protected under that 

particular convention, and shortly after that the permission 

to carry shot guns was taken away from them as t~ell. But at that 

!'articular same time, •.jhile the Wildlife service ~~as saying, 

"No, you cannot kill those birds," that particular year, the next 

year there was even a larger spray anc! the report has not been 

released on that to this date. 

But during that time there were 

2. 9 million birds killed by spray, while the blueberry growers 

could not go out -The point I.am trying to make here is the 

ecology of the forest uas upset. The larger point that I am 

trying to make ·in the few minutes that I have left is that when 

He interfere t~ith the forests, and tve do sometiliag wmatural to 

thP fore.s ts, ti1en t:1e results may not be \-li1at tve e:;,.-pcct .. 

I have a statemen~ ;u~rc by 

:Jr. Kenneth l'att of the university of Califorrtia, a Canadian, tJho 

is :<."'lotm for far beyond. the - across the world he has wri ttc::J. 

some huncired publications on ecology and :1e na:> also writt"n a 

text took knot.vn as Ecology ar:d Resources !·ta.nagement, whic:1 has beea 
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NR. HODDER: translated into Japanese and 

~ussia."l, and he has also worked for Standard Oil of :>ew 

Jersey and was responsible for considering much of the policy 

.decisions as to whether the company - oil well it should invest 

in a fleet of tanker ·ships or whatnot • 

But anyhow, he.became familiar 

witi1 the i\ew Brunswick spruce uudworm problem while working 

with the Canadian Federal Government roughly fifteen years . 

ago. And that particular doctor, a highly qualified man, says 

~o~ithout qualification. that spraying is just about the worst 

tiling that carl be done against ti1e spruce bud~mrm. lie says 

tl1e spruce budworm is a perfectly natural, nornal •~ay of 

eliminating an over mature forest. And what people do not 

realiz'e is that the budworm being an invertibrate animal, has 

a very low probability of survival. It has been evolved over 

a long period of time to withstand catastrophie. But the 

New Brunswick Government have made a man made catastrophe and 

the bud worm is ver1 well able to 1nthstand this and bou.•ce bacl~. 

A."ld he went on to say that wi'lat was happening in i<ew Brunswick, 

it went on to say that they were actually prolonging the growth 

of the spruce buclworm:. So that not ouly when :':e~;foundlancl is 

spraying are they - probably causing an a~t against h~anicy, but 

they are in my estimation, in contravention of a treaty which was 

entered into between the United States and Canada, ru1d they nay 

very well be in contravention of the Criminal Code as well in 

that th:! Criminal Code says, I do not have the correct quotation right 

here in f::cnt of me, it is i1ere somewhere, but the Crioinal Code 

says that you cannot cause ham to birds or animals and of course ~~e 

are cioing that. 

But just before I sit clow-n I \,'culd like 

to say one other thing and it concerns tile !-ledical Asso.ciation i:. 
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;-:R. HODDER; i·le~·l Brunswic!~. :-1o1·1 Dr. Crocker, 1~ho 

is a (I am starting to lose my notes here) but Dr; John Crocker, 

!1e is of t!1e Issac 1-laltons Children's Hospital in Halifax, says 

that i1e told a public nee ting in Sac!wille that his tests show 

that the nervous impulses of children in a mental area had abnormal 

characteristics. He says the enzymes of those children 1verc 

abnormal part of the year after the spraying. And the spray 

kills bud1vorms, birds and other creatures by effect their enzymes. 

)nd children given tests in lmlifax and Toronto where no 

spraying was done had normal enzymes. 

But the interesting thing about this 

tvas that the Nova Scotia l1edical Society condemned any proposal 

for spraying in Nova Scotia. The New BrunsHick :ledical Society 

has been mum. TI1ey have not said a word about it. Individual 

doctors i1ave come out against the spraying but they have been mum, 

Hilereas . the ~lova Scotia Hedical Association came out squarely 

against· the spray . 

Now I must say 
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that I tJas disappointed and shocked 

and amazed when the NetJfoundland }:edical Association gave cr.edence to 

the ~ewfoundland spray programme. Now I know that the majority of 

doctors in this Province are here in the city of St. John's and I also 

feel that if i.Jindsor Lake·were being sprayed many of those doctors t·rould 

have changed their decision. But I would say this, that I do hope that 

the medical association in this Province in time to come, I do feel 

that they will regret this decision. I ~~onder if perhaps they did not 

take a step too sonn and I wonder what information and hetJ much research 

they did before they took that decision. Because I think it amazing, 

Yr. Speaker, that a medical association should come out in ~upport of 

a srray with what I would COIJsider no facts except in the stl'.tement 

that they had listened to what the government had said. I think it is 

·a terrible thing ·and I. think that in the days to ccme and the months 

to come and the years to come that they will regret that particular 

decision. There is an awful lot more that I could say about the 

spruce budworm programme but I thought that I should get those fet-' 

Herds in about it. I did not get a chance to speak on it earlier. 

I notice that my time is up ·so I will leave at this point • 

AN HON. 1-':El·!BER: 

'~P. SPEAKEP.: (Dr;Collins) 

11!!.. GOUDIE : 

Hear, hear! 

Hen. member for Naskaup1. 

Thank you, Hr. Speaker. 1-!e are 

addressing the sub-amendment, I believe, ~1r. Speaker, introduced 

by the hen. member for Baie Verte-lJhite Bay (Hr.Rideout) and I 

<Yould like to point out that probably the hen. members opposite would 

expect me to say that I am going to ~ote against that particular 

sub-amendment or at least.! disagree with it. If I could just for 

a moment initially address a couple of remarks to the comments put 

forth or some comments put forth by the hen. member for Port au Port 

("r.Rodder). He mentioned in his rema~l:s that he did not to.'ant to 

see a repeat of the Labrador Linerboard miil operation as it existed 

prior, probably immediately prior to its closure. I t,rould like to agree 

tvith him on these remarks and I Hould suggest that probably every hen. 

member of this House. ~muld agree uith him. Eut I think - I do not think 
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•.•t>. C0T!NE: I know,. at least in my opinion the 

initial mistake was made on that Christmas Day a feH years back <4hen 

the then Premier· of the Province announced, that the plant Hould not be 

set up in Goose Bay as it had beim originally planned but rather t-muld 

be set up in the Stephenville area. At least I understand the 

rational for that at that time was to try and offset the forthcoming 

unemployment or potential unemployment situation in the Stephenville 

area and I suppose the hon. gentleman is to be commended for his efforts 

to try and offset that occurartce from taking place. However as we all 

no~~ realize in hindsight that move tvas an extremely bad move and 

subsequently ended up in double the unemployment in the Stephen~ille 

area and the Happy '!alley - Goose Bay. area as tvell <-rhen we relate the 

other events tvhich took place in both areas. 

!•!R. !1cNeil: You seem to think there tvas something 

the matter tdth the location of the mill • 

:'R. GOUDIE: 

:·!R. NcNEIL: 

t·ffi.. GOUDIE: 

I· think there tv as, yes. 

No. 

I think it should have been set 

up in Goose Bay. That is what I think. \<Tell if the hon. member for 

Stephenville (~:r .::ct:eil) disagrees that is fine:. 

!lR. :-lc~lEIL: 

yourself -

:-:R. Ct'UDIE: 

The question you are asking 

I would assume that the hon. 

gentleman is addressing himself to the idea that had there been a 

better shipping contract and better: conditions under which to t10rk 

and the mill operating on a purely commercial basis that it could have 

been a payable venture • That may very 'Nell ·:Oe and that t.ri!l probably 

when it reopens again. But with the setup we had from day one I ,,iould 

suggest until its closure the. mill tvas located in the tvrong place as 

far as I am concerned. 

::!l .. l!ic!<EIL: 

l:!.!h._ GOGDIE: Okay that is fine. 

::l'. ~rcNEil.: Are you familiar with the reports 

of 1950 which done the Labrador study? 
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'~1'. }fc~lEU.: 

~~R. GOUDIE: 

~auld have to rely on 

!'P .. GOUDIE: 

Tape }lo. 4179 (Night) AH-3 

Reports of -? 

Reports in the 195Cs. 

No. 

Eell they stated that Labrador 

Hestern Newfoundland for its >:cod resources. 

Labrador would have to rely on the 

Hood resources of Hestern Newfoundland? 

:'R. ~:cNEU; Yes. 

l'R. GOUDIE: I do not quite follo1v that but perhaps 

the member would address himself to that when he gets up to speak so 

that I can get a clearer picture of what he is talking about. Anyway I 

ao going to leave that particular topic now. 

The han. gentleman from Port au Port 

(Hr.Hodder) 
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c!R. GOUDIE: also made reference to the appoirrtment 

of a fisheries officer for the coast of Labrador who "'ould be stationed 

in t!1e Happy Valley, Goose Bay area and dreH atte=.tion to the need for 

a fisheries officer in his area and I certainly hope ;1e is able to 

obtain one. I thi:1k \lith the '1ork which "as carried out by a gentle­

man from Port Hope Simpson, under contract I think, through the 

?rovincial ~apartment of Fisheries that many of concerns and prior­

ities of fishermen on the Coast of Labrador have already been 

brought to the attention of the Ydnister of Fisheries (}rr. Carter) 

and his department and certainly 'nth the appointment of this 

officer, and I understand there are going to l:e two people ·stationed 

there, one to travel the coast and one to act as an anchorman in the 

Happy Valley, Goose Bay area, that the problems and recommendations 

brought forth by the research in the last year and a half or so will 

now perhaps be better able carried out by this fisheries officer and 

his staff as he relates to the Department of Fisheries. 

The spruce budworm problem was 

addressed also by the I1on. member from Port au Port (Hr. Hodder) and 

I do not really ;;ant to offer too many co=ents on it. I guess I 

am iri a very easy position' to be able to make that kind of a cowment 

because Labrador is not going to be sprayed even thoug!1 He do have 

the spruce budworm problem, particularly in the Happy Valley, Goose 

Bay area south of Churchill River as opposed to on the nort:1 side 

1;here all the cutting has been done by Linerboard up to the present 

day. Future 1·1oods projects have to rely on Hood on the south side 

of the ri·;er because of the size of t!1e trees, the quality of the 

wood and so on. So it is very easy for me to offer a comment I 

suppose on the proposed spraying program for the spruce budHorm 

infestation. I do not like spraying, myself. We ~<ere exposed to 

spraying for years and years in the Happy Valley, Gooss 3ay area, 
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~!!'.. GOUDIE: not for the spruce budw_orr.l but rather 

for the misquito and the black fly. I can remember the American and 

Canadian Airforces travelling through the streets of their respective 

towns with foggers, tvhich is the only description I can apply to theJ:~, 

driving ti1rough with these machines emitting this spray or this cloud 

of spray and houses and people being literally covered in just the 

same as you would find around the airport usually when a person wants 

to travel from the City of St. John's. That sort of a thing was 

not desired by people in the area and I do not Y~ow how lethal that 

spray was but warnings on radio and -television prior to the spray 

taking place. suggested that all residents of the area move inside 

their house and move all their clothing from clothslines outside and 

so on so that there would be no contamination, as a matter of fact 

there were a number of, I think two aircraft specifically, a DC : 

in one case tvhich crashed into ::he side of a hill near Happy Valley . 

as a result of the spray operation. I do not ~now whether it Has 

caused by any intoxication affects which the spray had on the piiot 

or not, but that did take place. 

I guess this sort of an opportunity, 

!~r. Speaker, lends one self to bring out his shoppi:::1g :ist for t.1e 

year in terms of the requirements or needs of his district and I am 

not quite sure ••here to begin· with rnine. The overriding concern in 

the Happy Valley, Goose Bay area,Nortl1 West River and :-Iud Lake rigi1t 

uo1-1 whici1 co:nprises the larger part of the population of my district 

is "the current unemployment situation, I \·las unable to obtair. &t:.y 

figures from Canada }1anpower, they tell me that they do not release 

that sort of thing to H.H.A. 's although I do not quite believe tl&at. 

I Has told about three 1.reeks ago thllt currently in the Happy Valley, 

Goose Bay, i<orth \.lest River and l1ud Lake areas of my district there 

was something in tl1e vicinity of :,SGO people unemployed. These three 

to:·ms would have a population of probai>ly. a, 000 or 9,000 people, at the 
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~!R. GOUDIE: most, and to !1ave 2,500 people out of 

tl1at population unemployed is a rather drastic situation at this 

?Oint in our history even though we are under economic restraints, 

I also understand that this may not be accurate but I also understand 

from some of the housing people in the area that there are some"herc 

between 3.X: and 400 homes in Happy Valley, Goose Bay·, just this one 

community itself, unoccupiecl. When He look back a couple of years 

ago, and it was extremely difficult for a person ~o find an apart­

ment or buy a house because of tile large work fcrca in ti1e area and 

you end up with 400 or 500 housing units unemployed, that I think 

would serve to illistrate the drastic state that He are in right 

now . 

9610 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

June 3, 1978 Tape :{o, 4131 cw - 1 

:·'-.!z. GOUDIE: I think would serve to illustrate 

the drastic state 1;e arz in right now. I should co1:1r.1end .the i-linister 

of Social Services (Hr, Brett) for i1is recent effort in the area, 

having created something like 30 or in the vicinity of 30 or 4.0 jol>s 

directly in Hap.py Valley, Goose Bay. Agreed, they arc short term, 

there are only eleven. or twelve weeks involved but they did take 

social service recipiants off that list and would then put tl1em in 

a position where they qualify for unemployment insurance for some 

time and in addition to creating these jobs for the local ;.•ork force, 

tile two projects concerned particularly are making quite a valuable 

contribution to recreation facilities in the area but that is a 

very short term ti1ing a..""lcl 30 out of 2,500 is not going to really have 

that much of an affect on the work force, though as I say I c01mnend 

the hon. minister for his efforts in that regard. 

ContinU:.ng with our shopping list, 

~lr. ·Speaker, ~•e have been looking forward to the day lvhen we will 

see the road from North Hest River to Happy Valley, Goose Bay paved . 

Huch attention has been brought, particularly last wee:,end a..""ld ~1eeks 

before tl1at to the need for a road from the Happy Valley, Goose Bay 

area to llabush and hopefully that will come about before too much 

longer. In my district we are immediately concerne"d vTith the road 

from North ~lest River to Goose Bay, there Here problems during t!1e 

construction, parts of the road were washing away, literally wasi1ing 

out to a pond which Has circled by the road, but that is beginning to 

shape up. I think one concern lve do have though, "in relation to t~e 

community of North West River, there are a number of concerns but oi:e 

particular one l<hich I understand the Hinister of r.ural Development 

(:-:r. Peckford) is trying to make changes to and t!1at is fu..""lding Hhich 

is extended to .the' Indian community of }lorth lvest River, 1hich raises 

anot!"ler problel:l. The community of ·~orth Hest River, Hr. Speaker, is 

divided into tHo parts because North \-lest River itself runs straig:;t 
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:!R. GOUDl:E: through the. connnunity. You iulVe 

about 515 Indian people l:Cving on tlte ::louth side and a lil::.e number 

li\-ing on the north side. However, for purpose:; of funding through 

~he Federal Provincial Agreet:lent, only one half of that community 

receives fundinz through that Federal Provincial Committee, only 

half of the connnunity is designated. However, we have a town council 

which is dually elected in the COIIJinunity from residents of ~he 

connnunity serving both sides of the river, so 'for the purposes of the 

Departoent of llunicipal Affairs I would suggest tl1at the camr.:u:1ity of 

North '..lest River as one and for the purposes of the Department of 

Rural Developt:lent and the Federal Provincial Committee and the 

Intergove~ental Affairs Department there are two communities o! 

:;orth Hest River w:1en you look at funding. You end up i::l a 

situation 1;here there are back taxes, part of the community is not 

paying its taxes b_ecause it on, in t:lailY ;;ays, services extended by 

th" r:onmunity although the services arc provided. The problem 

designation itself creates other problems. The hoh. ~ember from 

Eagle River (:lr. Strachan) and I have 'both encountered, since we 

:1ave been elected, problems with students lvho perhaps i1as a 

brother living on the south side and a sister living on the t:orth 

side. The south side resident could qualify f;Jr assistance to get 

to university or sot:le other secondary level of education but itis 

brother or sister living on the north sic!e could r.ot because he 

Has on the wrong side of the river, from the same family utilizing 

funds extended to native peoples, but t:.a:: problem does exist anci 

it has to be corrected. I unders tanc! t}tat the Department of. E~­

ucation, the Department of Rural Development and the Department of 

Intergovernmental Affairs are .looking at that problem to try and 

come to some sort of a solution. The other thing that bothers r.u: 

about the ;.;hole thing and I do not know whether the hon. oember 

fror:1 Eagle River (flr. Strachan) tvould aeree vlit!l me <>r not, I C:o 
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. l·!R. GOUDIE : really knov if he has this probL;::n 

in :1is' district,but funding extended to native groups, in thi:> 

case the Indian Band Council of :<orth Hest River, has up until not~ 

the government has not required then to account for their spending 

and that is a big, .big problem. I also understcu:.d and I have raisec:.l 

the point a couple of tines wit:l the Hinister of Rural Development 

(!!r. Pecl-.ford) and he tells me that they now are looking at that 

problem with a viev to try and solve· it. ~1en you get 
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:·JR. GOUDIE: into a ·situation :rr. Speaker, where 

400 OT ~(:0 residents of this province are heine: passed out hundreds 

of thousands of dollars every year and submit that for the most 

part and probably entirely these funds are being well spent but by 

the same token I could not really expect the government to extend 

a half of a million dollars to mermd my family and not have to 

account for that. You would not even get a loan from the rural 

development, I 1~ould not think, without having to account some 

way or other. That problem has to be dealt 1dth but that, I think, 

is probably close to resolution now. There was a delegation, Hr. 

Speaker, in from the Community of'North West P.iver just last week 

and the Hinister of Forestry and Agriculture (Hr. ~!aynard) .:md I 

met with them to go over a proposal they had in mind. I do not 

th1.nk it is proper for me to get into the details of it now but 

generally ~·'hat they are trying to do is create a housing area 

lvhere they 1vould be allocated a block of land then subdivide by 

the Band Council ~1hich 1vould relieve another problem we have had • 

Initially the housing at liorth ~Jest River for the Indian people 

Has provided by, I asume, the federal government perhaps through 

t:1e provincial goverr.ment but you had 30 or 40 i1ouse.s constructed 

;.;ith no insulation, ·a wood burning stove, three bedrooms, no water 

or sewer services at all and it ~Vas required of families who had 

traditionally led. nematic lives :iunting and trapr:'-ng across 

Labrador to move into these units, families of ten or t1~el ve people 

in some cases and the first year when the Indian families moved 

in, this is the first time they had lived under a roof they had 

traditionally lived in tents, in many cases you found the ~1alls of 

the building inside torn out and bu1.-nt in the ~;·cod sto•.'e wi1ere the 

te:-.:: i:ad been set up inside the house. I kuo11 r;overnments ridict:lc 

the Indians for doir.g that, they condemn thcr.t for doing tnc:t, t:-:e 
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:-:R. GOUDIE: public condemn them but when your tent 

is l{armer than the house that someone built for you then I woulJ 

sur,gest that they l{ere justifi~d in cioing exactly l{hat they did. 

W!l.at is that? 

A1; QOH. HE1·LBER: (inaudible) 

~IR. GOUDIE: I would not doubt that at all. So 

families are stiil living in these homes that 1·rere built ten or 

fifteen years ago. The homes are completely delapadated, they were 

given to them so in :wauy ways there is not any great reason for the 

Indian families there to have any pride in what was presented, they 

still do not have any water and sewer system, that is changing right 

DOl{ but they still do not have it, they have been living under these 

conditions for ten or fifteen years. They are suggesti;:.g now that 

~here is a new development taking place just outside the communi~y 

limits at North West River where the.re are five homes already con-

struc~ed l{ith all the services that they require and they are hoping 

to build a new town site, as I understand it, 1-Tith the services in-

stalled. lfuat they are suggesting they are going to cia is take the. 
* 

funds l{~lich are extended through this Fecleral P·rovincial Agreen1ent so 

t:lC~ families can make a d01vnpayment on a ne11 home but they woulcl 

then take out a mortgage and pay it off the same as anyone else would 

and I think tllat has to_have a beneficial effect because people are 

going to have more pride in their home, they will have t:1e services, 

living the same as anyone else, living the way they are titled to 

live, I submit,- and thereby, hopefully, overcome tl1at problem that 

they have right now. That is an interesting iniaitive on the part 

of the Indian Band Council and c:1ief Bart Jack and the elciers of the 

community. An.ot:1er interesting thin,; which took place anci I am sure· 

all hon. members are \Jell aware by now, especially as a result of 

a bit of a fuss from a caribou hunting trip on the Healy }!ountains 
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}ffi., GOUDIE: last October I think it \{as,w:,.are 

a number of people were charged. T:1at sort of blew the lid off the 

IJhole thiag and· as a result the Indian B.:md Council and the 1-:inister 

of Tourism (Nr. Horgan) and some of his staff ••ere able to sit do1m 

for a couple of days and iron out their problems. The upshot of the 

whole thing is that in January, or perhaps February of this present 

year, a number of accomodations were made under existing regulations 

to allow Indians tvho are living off the land to hunt ca::ilJou, ••ilich 

is their main source of meat when they are living off the land and wl.ich 

they vere _unable to do prior to this meeting taking place and I thini;. 

one very important statement in that agr.eement is that tt.e government 

of thiR nT.Ovinr.F 3Upports 
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HR. GOUDIE: the Indian band council and the 

Indian people of North West River in their efforts to get 

back to a traditional wa¥ of life. 

I was speaking a couple of minutes 

ago of land developme'nt, the initiative taken by the band 

council of North West River • 

I think looking at another land. 

development down there, at North West Point there are two 

potential uses for that area as I see it. That area used 

to be used by the American Air Force as a radar station to 

detect aircraft coming in low over the waters of Lake Melville. 

They subsequently moved out and the only use the land is 

being put to right now is by the local people when they 

travel there in September month to ga~her red berries or 

partridge berries as some peo.ple probably more commonly know 

them. 

There has been agreement, I think, 

in principle by the Department of Tourism over the last two 

or perhaps three years as a result of a number of letters 

written by various groups in the area, that that is an 

excellent area for a park. And the hon. minister, the 

new minister, has been made aware of that again by myself 

and the Town Council of North West River. 

It appears to me that we have, 

I believe, two or perhaps three provincial parks in all of 

Labrad~r right now. We are talking abou~ 112,000 square 

miles of land. There is all sorts of opportunity to develop 

parks in Labrador. I think one or two or perhaps three 

parks are vitally necessary right now in the Happy Valley -

Goose Bay area, not only to accommodate the weekend traffic 

of local people who want to take their families out and camp 

and fish, pick berries or whatever it is they want to do, 

but just a couple of years ago we had a tourist vessel from 

France visit the port of Goose Bay with some 600 or 700 
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HR. GOUDIE: tourists onboard. They spent 

roughly twenty-four hours there • 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

~IR. GOUDIE: No, this would have been about 

four years ago - four summers ago or perhaps five. 

I happened to get some of the feelings of the tourists 

who visited there because I picked up a couple of 

hitchhikers that day and drove them back to their boat, 

and they were not upset, but they could not understand 

why there were no tourist facilities in the area when 

that vessel indicated on their chartering information 

that one of the ports of call was the Happy Valley -

Goose Bay area of Labrado~. Now obviously the tourists 

wanted to have a look, I suppose, at that bleak land as 

it has been advertised down through history, but they 

also when they come to visit expect to have adequate 

tourist accommodations, adequate tourist facilities in 

terms of places to dine and that sort of thing. Now 

agreed, the commercial sector has to come into play here 

as well, but I think we need a full scale development 

plan for the potential tourist industry of Labrador, and 

I am glad to hear the Minister of Tourism state in his 

remarks at various points in time here in the House that 

he is now going to pay some attention to that part of the 

Province and hopefully will come up with a development plan. 

Because the North West Point area is an excellent area, 

I think, to_ develop a provincial park for relaxation more 

than anything else. There is not all_ that much good fishing 

there, but it is accessible to people from ~orth West River 

and from Happy Valley - Goose Bay as well and now obviously 

from Churchill Falls, because there is a road of sorts 

connecting Churchill Falls to Goose Bay. 

When I was President of the Labrador 

Heritage Society, Mr. Speaker, some six or seven years ago, 
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MR. GOUDIE: the society initiated correspondence 

and a proposal at that time calling for the development of 

a provincial park at Muskrat Falls, which now is phase three 

of the potential hydro development for the Churchill· River. 

Musk~at Falls is about foutteen or fifteen miles up river 

f~om Goose Bay. It is steeped in history when you think 

in terms ~f the industry we had in that area throughout 

the history of Labrador, that is trapping. It was the 

first portage that the trappers encountered going into 

their trapping grounds, and obviously, the last one coming 

out. The Hudsons Bay Company used the portage there for 

years when they set up their tradin~ posts in interior 

Labrador. The hill around which the Muskrat Falls.flow 

was named Black Scrap Mountain some years back in h~nour 

of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Confederation. 

The hon. the Premier of Saskatchewan, Mr. Blakeney, and 

the then Recreation and Rehabilitatibn Minister, I guess, 

Hr. Doyle, 
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Mr. Goudie: were up to take part _in the ceremonies . 

I do not think that Muskrat Falls should be phase three of the 

Churchill River development,· I do not think it is necessary 

under the circumstances we have today and under "the foreseeable 

·future as far as I am concerned·. If the power is recalled or 

PK - 1 

a portion of the power is recalled from the existing Churchill Falls 

plan and Gull Island is developed, if we _are going to have enough 

hydro power I would submit to last this Province for a considerable_ 

number of years down the road~ Obviously posterity is not a very 

good reason to not develop the Muskrat Falls. But I ·would -submit 

by the time Gull Island is onstream and the power is being fed down 

through that the technology, well the technology exist now, but 

the funds would not be available I would think to develop other 

rivers, I do not know, perhaps jointly with Quebec, I do not know 

what that formula is going to take. But I would not like to see 

the Muskrat Falls developed for hydro power. And I believe that if 

the Trans~Labrador Highway is ever constructed then the most practical 

point at which to cross the Churchill River is at Muskrat·Falls anyway. 

Now maybe you would be driving over a dam if it is constructed I do 

not know, but that is the narrowest place, it is the most solid place 

because above and and below the Muskrat Falls there are sandbanks, 

hundreds of feet deep, clay banks hundreds of feet deep and the 

construction, I am not an engineer,my colleaoue from Mount Pearl 

(Mr. N. Windsor) would be able to offer some advice on this, but it 

seems to me that it is easier to build on rock than it is to build 

on ~and or clay. That is all I am saying. 

"MR. N. HINDSOR: That is true. 

MR. GOUDIE: So that is my suggestion in relation to Muskrat 

Fa 11 s . 

The smallest community of Naskaupi district is 

Mud Lake,- my hometown. Ninety-four people, I think, r_ight now, I believe 

there ~1as a child born this Hinter, I am not sure, there 1~ere ninety-

three prior to that birth anyway. It is one of the communities, well 
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Mr. Goudie: the only community in Naskaupi district which refuse 

to be resettled under the effort which took place a few years ago . 

They decided to stick it out. All of the people there, well I 

should not say all, 90 per cent of the workforce are employed 

in the Happy Valley-Goose Bay area. The other people trap and 

fish throughout the various seasons and derive an income that way . 

It is small, but it is going to stay there, and the community needs 

a couple of things to complete its requirements. Now they are not 

particularly interested in water and sewer systems, and I would 

submit that it would not be practical financially speaking to 

i'nstall a system in that community. The people have taken the 

effort on their own shoulders and gone ahead with installing their 

own water and sewer systems indivi9ually for each home. But there 

is a well drilling effort taking-place this Summer which will 

_probably end up in a better perhaps quality water supply, I· hope. 

The town does need to be surveyed. _·There are some land grants there 

which were obtained prior to this present century and at the turn- of 

the century, and these old grants have been divided up amongst the 

existing families. But surveys have to. be done there. I do not 

know whether that would come at the expense of the local residents, 

it does in every other community, I suppose, or maybe it is one of· 

the designated communities under the federal-provincial agreement, 

so perhaps there may be some funds there, but we will have to see. 

guess the point I am leading up to 

in relation to Mud Lake is ·I mentioned that the people there for the 

most part are employed at Happy Valley-Goose Bay. They travel in 

the Summertime by what we refer to as speed boat, it is only five 

miles away from Happy Valley. In the Wintertime they travel by 

snowmobile. There has·been some development over the years on 

the banks of the Churchill River directly opposite Mud Lake. Now 

these Summer cabins which people have constructed are linked to Happy 

Valley by a dirt road which is in very poor condition. The people 

of Mud Lake in the Wintertime use that road to travel by snowmobile 
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Mr. Goudie: until the ice is thick enough to travel on the 

river safely, and they use the road in the Summertime because it 

cuts down on their gas consumption in the speed boat, and it is 

quicker ·because· they climb aboard their vehicles and then drive 

PK - 3 

on into work. But the road has not been maintained except for 

last Summer there was some grading work done by the Department of 

Highways. I would submit, Mr. Speaker, since this road services 

a. conmunity then it should be the responsitility of the Department 

of Highways to that it is maintained at least three or four times 

a year, and put in the condition Where·people can travel over the 

road with some degree of comfort . 
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:tR. GOlJDIE: I had ~etter speed up I guess. I still 

have tt•o communities left here in my district and I have not had 

a chance to talk about thee yet. But the Happy Valley -Goose Bay 

area -

:!R. loi. ROWE: Could the hon. member talk about Mud 

Lake? I was interested in their reaction to the proposed park in 

the area, the national park. Would the menber nind soending a minute 

or tvo on that a."ld the. rationale for their position and so on. 

~!R. GOUDIE: Certainly. I. thanl~ the hon. gentlaman 

for his question. The :_Jeople of Mud Lake Here the first I believe, 

I could be corrected, but I believe they were the first to react 

publicly to the suggestion that there H'ould be possibly a provincial 

park established in the Healey Mountains area • 

National park is it not? 

:m.. GOUJIE: National park, yes I a;n'sorry, not 

provincial but a national pArk. r:1ey objected to it. Well firstly 

oecause the:.· had no infomation on it. They dicl not know \-litat 

a national parl~ ;,·ould mean in te:=ms of e1"ployu.ent, in te.ms of 

develooment within thP. r>ark area itself. Tl1e !1ealey Hounte.ins 

traditionally •..;ere the caribou huntii<g areas for residcr.ts of -

;.;ell all tl<ree communities. The caribou herds :1ave heer. dc?letcd 

t:o the extent c:1at thev are no~r protcctad. r:tera is no season 

at all. But He are :•opi!1f. that they arc aoing to build up. 

A•number of Indian far.1ilies. traditionally 

trapped p:uts of the ;tealey l":ountai;.;; J.rca, a number of fai"..ilies fror:l 

:tud Lake trappP.d that area, generally speaking. I think or.c of 

the proposed boundaries for the proposed .park if you ~-:ill,. •..:as 

tita :<enamu River, I·Thich flo~>s C.ia~~:onally by the communi t;,· a f 

~lu:i Lake. It is the largest salmon somming river in t:1e '-'estern 

Lake ;Ielville area. T:1ey lvondered lvhat sort of. effect the rark 

development ~-:ould have on that. But I t:1i:1l: they found it rat:1er 

hu~ourous as wall, because the :-:ealey ~!ountains are inaccessible 
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cT-.. C.OU!l!E: except by aircraft. It is a closed 

:1ur.ting area .:md you are not allowed to travei there or. snm.-mo\Jile 

in the Wintertime anC: there is only one lead over the mountains 

that you can get into anyway. 

li~:e 2300, 2400 feet !1igh • 

The Healey :·!ountains are snmething 

So based on their lack•of information, 

based on the lack of plans really, or at least publicized lack of 

plans by Parks Canada, ti1ey just w~re not in a position to nal<e 

any kind of a decision. And t~ey have since the initial meetings 

vnth Parks C~nada and some of the people from our Provincial Department 

of Tourism, the agreement is now that - well people are going to 

sit back for a while, try and obtain more information, try ami make 

up their minds '.lhether or not they would like to see a park 

establishe·d. 

You see the whole thing is, since it 

is accessible only by aircraft then the people in the area locally 

are not going to be able to afford to get in there. It is only 

going to be the rich people from outside the area to take advantage 

of it. I do not ~ow what kind of job creations are going to take 

place or anything like that so it ·iS just laying dormant right now. 

But they did object initially and they are object now, until they 

I1ave '"hat t:1ey feel to be a full s1.~te of infol:1:lation. 

TI1e Happy Valley - Gosse Bay area, I 

referred to at the outset of my remarks as being a depressed area 

when ;·c:n think in terms of employment, or any kind of industrial 

development. I think that area of Labrador is going to be the future 

around Hhich the development of Labrador is 3oing to evolve, or revolve. 

-~"1d eventually I believe it is going. to make a very valuable contri~t:tion 

to the provincial economy. But I •.-rould like to tak~ it· bz.ck a fe• . .J 

years, Hr. Speaker, to 'vben the hnerican and Canadian and :hitish 

forces moved in to initially develop that area, because there was 

no co::n:mnity at all where Happy Valley - Guose Bay noH exists • 
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~IR. GOUDIE: Tb.at development, Hith the forces 

• coming in to build. a base ~~hich ~;ould accommodate overseas 

traffic, traffic travelling to the European theatres of \·?ar, 

~Jas a b1essing in many ways. It brought a'modern society to 

the reople of Labrador, a part of Labrador 1vhich traditionally 

• Has isolated. We did not realize we were isolated because 

we did not knm~ the "difference. We were not exposed to 

anything else. We 1vere told ~1c were isolated after the 

people moved in, and He are iltill being told .. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MR. GOUDIE: were isolated by people who had 

moved in. As far as I am concerned, when I am in the 

middle of Labrador, whether there is a house or not 

I am not isolated, and I would suggest the han. the member 

for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) would probably feel that way 

as well, when I think of the story he just told me about 

caribou hunting trips and other ventures into the unknown. 

But the effect that that base has 

had on the development of the people of Labrador as opposed 

to anything else is probabiy one of the most regressive 

steps in a way, that ever took place in Labrador. Now 

obviously, for twenty-five or thirty years there was 

all kinds of employment, money was good. There was no 

initiative on the part of high school students or students 

in schools, let us put it that way, to further their 

education. Four or five people when I graduated from high 

schoal, left the area to continue their education in other 

areas. There were so many jobs available with such large 

salaries at ~hat point in our history that there was no 

need to go anywhere else. You could get a truck driving 

job that would pay you better than any university student 

was getting or any university graduate was 5etting. The 

accessibility to cheap products - if I can give a personal 

illustration, when I reached the age of twenty-one I became 

a member of the American NCO Club on the base, walked in 

with fifty cents in my pocket and bought a scotch and water 

and two packages of cigarettes. 

Mr. Speaker and han. members -

So I ·would submit to 

AN HON. ME!1BER: (Inaudible). 

MR. GOUDIE: - double scotch - that you would 

not be able to do that today anywhere. Half of the town 

of Happy Valley, the private homes in Happy Valley w~re 

built from material that was obtained on the American air 

base or the Canadian air base, so there was a different 
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HR. GOUDIE: value system altogether. And then 

where you have trappers who are exposed to only living off 

the land ~nd that type of lifestyle being exposed to a 

c6smopolitan •rea - becaus~ there were people f!om all 

over the world,· not just from America or Canada or Britain, 

but all over the universe who came in and worked there and 

were exposed to all the differ•nt values and the different 

societies - it has to have a very emotional effect on people. 

If I can just illustrate again, my brother told me just this 

winter, as a matter of fact, that he wa's travelling back 

to his trapline at Lobstick Lake in February one year, and 

rather than take in a pack df makings with him he would 

buy some tailor-made up at the base or get his uncle, a 

fellow who was working at the base, to buy some tailor-mades 

for him. So they stopped at -

AN HON. MEMBER: You mean cigarettes. 

11R. GOUDIE: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

AN HON. HEMBER: 

it on the record. 

AN HON. MEHBER: 

HR. GOUDIE: 

Yes, cigarettes. 

(Inaudible) . 

I kn•w what he meant but I wanted 

(Inaudible) makings . 

I just said -no, never mind. 

Anyway, he gave his friend $10. 

He thought he might get enough to do him a coupie of weeks. 

And the guy came back - now this was to buy cigarettes only 

so that he could lash them on his sled and travel on into 

the country; he had a 250 mile walk by the way - the guy 

came back with three armsful, like.junks of wood, of 

cigarettes and candy for ten bucks! Unheard of! Never 

heard of it before. When you consider that the traditional 

practice had been for trappers when they come out of their 

traplin• in December or January to go in to the Hudsons Bay 

to settle up their bills it was always quite a coincidence 
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:-!R. GOUDIE: that when you cashed in your fur 

and the man passed back your records you always broke even. 

AN HON. :1E~!BER: 

:1R. GOUDIE: 

That is right. 

One gentleman when he cashed in 

his fur ended up with the company owing him fifty cents. 

He walked around for about three months with a half dollar 

in his pocket and did not know what to do with it - never 

had cash before in his life, never heard tell of it, you 

always broke even with the Hudson's 'Bay. You never owed 

them any money after you cashed in, but then, they never 

owed you any money either. So it is this sort of thing. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. GOUDIE: Yes, I would imagine that the 

fishery was the same thing as well. 

I am going to have to leave 

Happy Valley - Goose Bay, I guess. N_o, I should not leave 

before I mention this one thing. I travelled home for some 

ceremonies last weekend which the hon. the member for 

Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) and I took part in at the 

district vocational school. And this year, I guess, was 

the first time in about fifteen that the ice travelling 

out of thP Churchill River has had such a devastating effect 

on the river bank. Before the Churchill Falls development 

we had a great deal of damage, because it is a very sandy 

so~l. The river banks are just torn out. Some residents 

of Hamilton River Road 
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:·!F.. GOt'DU:: in Happy Valley have had to move their 

ho~es two or three hundred feet in from their original site. They 

are out along the side of the street nciw because of the erosion Hhich 

has taken place. Hhen I got off the aircraft I met a friend of mine 

~~ho is the only resident left of a place called Birch Island which 

is directly off Happy Valiey. There is another island called John lfuite's 

Island that used to exist but after the ice came out this Spring it 

does not. The ice took the island and moved it right out the river -

gone off. There is a hunk of sand and a few willows stuck on it and 

that is it. So when you get ice piling up thirty or forty feet high 

it has to have some sort of a force. This other friend of mine Has 

somewhat surprised two Sundays ago when he woke up Sunday morning to 

cook his breakfast and realized that he had to stand at the stove 

frying eggs with his long rubber boots on, water a foot and a half 

deep in his house, travelling in and out off his house in a canoe. 

Now that sort of thing is what causes -

l·!R. l!ICKllAN: 

lfP.. GOt'DIE: 

Is he still going to stay on the island? 

'.Jell the river has receded now. There is no 

reason for him to move right.now. He might decide to move the Fall 

before the freeze-up. I do not knot.:. 

But anyway that is a feH remarks on that 

area. Churchill Falls !s obviously the most prosperous community of 

my district right notL 

(Inaudible) 

l'R. GOHDIF.: I am going in there this Heekend and I 

Hould like to read into the records a newspaper clipping uhich I came 

across today. Some han. members might have already seen it. Jt was 

issued at Brunswick-Haine, "Postponed last :::ecember after a tragic 

airplane crash ceremonies tdll be held Saturday to commemorate t:·,e 

history making and peril fraught 1891 boat and college scientific 

expedition to Labrador." A watertight message jar they call it here -

,'.mason jar I t>Ould call it, left at the foot of Churchill !'alls in 

the Labrador <vilderness by two explorers eighty-seven years ago >Vill 
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~:p. GD1.1'IE: become part of a permanent display at 

the world's largest hydro electric power station. C Warren Ring Vice­

President for development at Bowden and author Joseph n. Smallwood 

former Premier of the Province of He,rroundland will be the principle 

speakers at a Bowden news re:eased last veek. Ho~r there are some 

2~0 people expected to t~ke part in that ceremony which I am attending 

on Saturday. But - a little bit of the history • 

In 1891 two Hm,•d<:!n collcc;e graduates 

Austin Carey and Dennis X Cole struggled through 250 miles of hazardous 

and unchartered terrain to survey·and map the almost legendary falls. 

They left. the jar in an alpine meade'~ at the base of the 270 foot falls 

deep in a spectacular gorge which they named Bowden C~yon. Their 

message urged otheres who found the falls to leave a record of their 

visit. Hell the upshot of the •··hole thing is, !\r. Speaker, that 

that mason jar is going to be unveiled in a ceremony Saturday morning 

at the A and C Building at Churchill Falls, the main structure for the 

transmission of power out of that community and it is going to be my 

honour to take part in it. 

One particular interesting development 

has taken place in Churchill Falls this Winter past. That obviously 

is a company town, everything is regulated and provided for the 

citizens of that town - I am sorry: 

MR. DOODY: 

llP.. STRACHAN: 

very humorous as usual. 

!!R. COt!DIF.: 

(Inaudible) 

The Hinister of Transportation is being 

I a~ used to the hen. minister. I must 

admit though that he provides very adequate refreshment on occasion • 

A citizen's ccmmittee was elected there 

just a couple of months back. It was reported in the Daily Ne1~s I think 

and I have talked with the chairman of that cominunity a couple of times, 

}·:r. Hatson Lane and their prioriti~s are to relate or to be an liaison 

group if you Hill bet~Veen the citizens of the town or the community arid 

the company itself so they are going to be concerned obviously \·d.th 
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little problems which exist within 

or betlveen the ·community and the company itself. I believe it is the 

beginning of what will I hope· become perhaps a Board of Trustees ! tb.ink 

is the term under ·a local improvement district area; I do not believe 

that companies should provide everything for cifizens of communities. 

The companies have prov:!.ded everything for every community West of 

North~1est River and that 'includes Happy Valley-Go.ose Bay if you think 

in terms of the Airforces being a company and that 
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~!R. C.OUDIE: and has I think a very devastating 

effect on the people of the given communities. But I think there 

is 3nother - Hhile 1o1e in the debate on the private members' 

resolution l·'hich tvas voted on yesterday, discussed the pros and 

cons of the Freedom Road as it is referred to right not~, and the 

requirement for a hook up at 1-labush - Labr:1dor City. I do not 

thin;,. I need really address myself to that any more. But in 

the last couple of mi:lutes remaining, L-lr. Speaker, I would like 

to - I have not had time to deal with everyt~ing I wanted to 

but peri1aps at some future point I will. 

One of the events in the last year, 

;;;lie~ has had a devastating effect on Labrador as ~;ell, particularly 

the Happy Valley -. Goose Bay area, Cartwright as Hell, is the sinking 

of ti1e motor vessel William Carson. I do not kno1.; if all han. members 

have received a c;,py of t:'le report but it is all told here it. a;o 

paragraphs. 

"The sinking of the motor vessel 

1;illiam. Carson was caused by thP rapid flooding of the forward 

~otor compartment and the balast thrusting compartment as a result 

of ice penetrating the hull, about one foot below the water line 

on the starboard side, near the bul:<; heads separating '.:.oth 

compartments. Damage was observed in the forward motor compartment 

and H probably extended into the bow thruster compartment. As 

ti1e ship settled by the head,water escaped into "E" dock; this 

caused the head to settle-more steeply omd the ship was 

uve~helmed ." 
.~·rf.,~~~C-..~y:Jv 

An~ that is I gu~ss quite an epitaf 
I 

for that vessel. But t•e have another vessel com!ng on t:1e service 

r.CI·l, projected to make its first run on July 3rd., the Sir Robert 

Bond after conversion has taken· place t.o allow for ~·assen6er 

acco~odation. But that in itself presents a problem. School is 

out the 1niddle of Ju."le. Thare are tead-.<!rS, :tr. Speaker, in excess 

of lOQ I •'auld suggest, who are hoping to get out here ::his Summer, 
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:m.. GOUDIE: co take advantage of Summer courses 

offered so that they can upgrade theDSP.lves, and they are going 

to be three weeks late. Either that or they are not going to 

attend at all because there is no point of them coming do~m, 

hiring a vehicle to last them for three or four 'o'eeks. So 

they are eoinr, to be . very badly effect that way. There are 

people rigi1t now I kno~~ trying to get a vessel to make the 

run prior to July 3rd., but it does not look right now as if 

there is going tc be very much success •lith that. Ilut that 

is a problem, a very real problem for the teachers who want 

to upgrade the:nselves and also for vacationers who 1~ould like 

to leave a little earlier. 

I promised ny colleague for 

Hount Pearl (l1r. N. Windsor) that I 1o10uld relate an incident 

to the hon. House tonight, but ther.e is obviously no time left 

so I will have to infcorm him that 1vhen the main motion is called 

perhaps I ~otill get a chance to address myself them • 

SOl !E HON . MID-fBERS : 

~i:R. SPEAKER: 

~!R.. 14. RmVE: 

Hr. Speaker. 

~iR. SPEAKER: 

adjournment of the debate. 

Thank you, ~1r. Speaker. 

Hear, hear! 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

I move the adjournment of the debate, 

The hon. gentleman has moved the 

T:1e hon. :V.inister of Justice • 

Hr. Speaker, I move that the remaiaing 

Order of the Day do stand deferred and that this }!ouse on its 

rising do adjourn until tomorrow, Friday at ten of the clocl,, 

and that this House do now adjourn • 

i'l'.. SPE/J<ER: It has been moved that t:1is House adjour,l 

until tonorr01o1, Friday at 10:00 A .H. , those in favour "Aye", contrary 

~~~~ay", carried.. 

T:1e House ste.nds adjourned until tomorrow 

Friday, at 10:00 A.l-1: 
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