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The House met at 2:00 P.M.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.
MR, SPEAXEN: Order, please!
Before calling the routine orders,

T will give hon. members uy decision on the marter on whkich

i4

heard argument Friday and informed hon. members that
I would I would give my decision today.

I will preface it by saying thasz
iz 15 the most difficult matter on which I have had to
decide during the three years I have been in the Chair,
much more difficult than orher matters which were quite
controversial and not wichout complexity, but this the
mest difficult one.

The matter on which a decision
rests was formally and technically put forward under a

submissicen on privilege, and argument was heard from tweo

hon. gentlemen to my left, and two hon. gentlemen to my
right, at that time. Substantively, the matter to be
decided 15 In effect the following, and alrhough there
are two ways of pusting 1it, 1t comes %o the same thing.
One way af putting it 1is: does an hon. member have a right
to tabfe the tape of a telephone conversation and ftramseript
therecf involiving another hon. member, without that.ocher
hon. member’s permiasion? Anozher way of putting it is:
does an heon. member have a right to require that his
telephone conversations remain private? Because the
decision I give will decide, in cthis instance, those two
matters, they are two sides of one coin or two aspects of
one questlon.

I should say that I am not
aware of any situations whiceh mighs be regarded as precedents
in this House, in the Canadian House of Commons or Iin British

practice. Beauchesne, section 159, subsection {3}, which
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MR. SPEAKER: T will not read, deals
essantially with the gquestcion of when documents nust be
tabled, We are now in a situation where I have to make

a decision on whether certain documents may be tabled.
That is what this decision 15, The decision Is nct that
at this cime certain documents must be tabled, but whether
certain documents may be tabled. And that 1s where I find
patagraph {3) of Beauchesne, section 1539, of ne guldance
to me.

In my opinion there are two
rights involved, twe rights of members. There is the
right of freedom of speech which every hon. member has.

It is not absolute, no right is. There are limitations;

a reflection on the roval family, matters sub judice,
unparliamentary expressions, and, obviously, that menmbers
are responsible for what they say. There 15 also the right
of a nmember to privacy of communicatlon with respect to

his letters or sorrespondence fn that sense, and with
respect to telephone conversations.

In the submissions put forward
on Friday, there wers two areas on which I will not comment
and ! think I should point out why because the submissions
were at some length and reascned. There were submissions
which were of a political nature dealing with Mr. Davidson,
his alleged or possible relationships with others, alleged
wrongdoing with vespect to party financing, ete. I regard
all of those matters as political and not matters on which
my deeision 15 involved. There were alsoc subwmission with
respect to the Criminal Code, the possibility of criminalicy
involved 4in the procurement or use of this material, and
the rules of avidence, the admigsabilicy of evidence, with

reference to the hearsay rules and possible breaches of

other statutes.
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MR, SPEAKER: T Have to say as well that

I will not deal with those matters. I do not have the

authority to deal with those matters. These are matters

which must be decided, Lf they are te be decided, in

another forum. These are matters on which a court could,

and has the jurisdiction to nake decisicens, noz the

Hoése. What I have to apply, therefore, is not the

political consideracions and aot the legal considerations

in the sense of matters regerved for decisilon in courc,

but a very specific area of law, if one wishes, what May

calls the law and custom of Parliamenct. That L{s what

I am linited to, and that is what is applicable here.
How I refer ta.two rights,

the righe of freedom of speech and the right of a member

to privacy of communication. In my opinion, it is not

possible in this instance to reconcile those rvights.

As I said, I have no direct precedents on which to go.

I obviously cannot say, 'Well, there 1is no precedent,

I will not make a decision.’' I gannot say that, for

I would be abdicating the responsibilicy of the House.

The decision has to be made., What I have to do, siace

I cannot reconcille the rights, is to use the general

principles to this specific instance. 1 have to

establish 2 hierarchy of those rights. Since I cannot

reconcile them, then I have to establish a hierarchy.

They cannct hoth be fully operative 4o this instance.

If I am to give a decision, these two rvights cannot be

fully operative, cannot be reconciled, so there has to

be a subordinaticn of one to the other or a priority

of one to the other. In establishing that all I can do

is go to general prineiples. I de not intend to rvead
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MR . SPEAKER: them at length, but I will =make
two brief references to them, and it is these general
principles that I apply.

Beauchesne, page 119: "Freedom
of speech is a sacred principle and if there Is a place (
where it should be Ffully respected that place iz the
Parliament of the nation, and it is the Speaker's
responsibility to see that this principle 1is not infringed
upon.” The expression, "Parliament of the nation" also
refers that to Parliament of the province. I not only
assume, I am sure that that that prinmciple applies hare
likewise.

9imilarly, in May, page 73,

I make two brief quotations: "Freedom of speech is a
privilege essential to every free council or Legislature.”
And further on: "There could be no assured goverament by
the people or any part of the people unless their
representatives had unquestioned possession of this
privilege.”

Applying this general principle
of the law of Parlisment as I understand it, and given the
necessity of establishing a hierarchy, then I give the
weight 4n respect of those twe rvights, I give che priority
to the freedom of speech. In sayimg that I think T should
point out, as is obviousz, that this is not licence, this
1s freedom. I would refer just briefly te a decision of

Mr. Speaker Michener which I queted earlier Iin a different

context, the source being Hansard, House of Commons, Ottawa,

April 9, 1969, a diffarent context but it is the principle
and the corollary, I think, to the principle of freedom of
speech to which I have given priority in this fnstance,

and T will quote it briefly: "I indicated cthat I did net

147175



i
i
t
i
t

May 29, 1978 Tape 359%3

i1
(]

-3

MR. SPEARKER: think a matter of privilege

would arise unless he were prepared to assert on his

own rvesponsibility that the House had been delliberately
misinformed by the minister, thereby imputing some
impropriety or improper conduct to the minister which
would raise a guescion of the privilege of the House.”
The point I wish to make is that having given prioricy

to freedom of speech, ohviously there is a concomitant
responsibility on the hon. member with respect to its
use. in sheort , my decision is that the documents may be

tabled.

7914
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MR. WELLS: A polnt of privilege.
MR, SPEAKER: A point of privilege.

MR, WELLS: Since ¥r. Speaker has made his ruling
on that matter, I would ask that as these converzations
have not been seen or not been shown to me, these alleged
tapes of conversacion that Your Homour has raled

may be tabled - CheY¥ have been referrved to in éeha:e in this
House on several occasions, the most recent which was last
Thursday and again on Friday when these voints were argued -
T would ask Your Honour that these be tabled forchwith and
that I, on the point of privilege,then be enabled to examine

them as soon as they are tabled and to read them and to comment

upon them to this House.

SOME EON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR, SPEAKER: The hon, member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: ’ Your Homour knows I indicated to the

House the other day, Sir, that these matters were under investigation
by the police and I agsured the RCMP chat I would not table any

future documents without cousulting with the RCMP, The documents
have not bee quoted from, as my hon, friend knows. Thersfore

1 am under no obligation, Sir, and neither is my fyxiend,

the member for Burgeo - Bay d'Eapoir (Mr. Simmong) to rable the
documents at this particular time, And I think it would be

improper for the hon, gentleman to try to enforce that, because

ag the hon. Miniater of Justice hag so rightly pointed out so

often in this House, that we must be carsful about tabling documents
sbout matters that are under investigation because ir could impede
the progress of the investigation. The heon, Minister of Justice

I believe gubscribes to that principle, when the police are investigating
a matter or matters that it is far better to let chem proceed om their
own course and before, at least I would, Sir, table the documents,

I think I would have fo clear through them in all justice because

I have already agreed that I would not table any more documents without
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MR. NEARY: clearing it with the RCMP and I am sure
my hon., £riend would not wish me to do that, But £{f the hon.

gentleman wants to see the document, Sir, I would consider showing
the hon. gentleman the document. It does not necessarily mean that

1 am going to do 1t privately. I may consider it.

MR. WELLS: Mr. Speaxer, & point of privilege.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Kilbride.
MR. WELLS: i do not want to see the document
privately. I wane nothing! imatever has to be done now

I suggest, Your Honour, be done in this House publicly. If

the hon. gentleman does not propose to table them I would aak

him to provide a sopy to me and I Will have a prass conference
this afrernoon and read them te the press and deal with it that

way. If he refuses to do that, Mr. Speaker, I can only say that

I will go to the RCMP and use whatever legal or other meana ars
upent to me to get a copy from them, or to get from them an assurance
that they have finished with this particular transcript or tape

of my conversmation, if such it is, in the investigation, and then

come back to this House and ask again that they be tabled and dealt

with,
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.
MR. STMMONS: There is one other aspect, Mr. Speaker,

I think needs to be commented on before you make a ruling. The
original request from the member for Kilbride (Mr, Wells) a moment
ago in raising his point of privilege, was that the documents be
tabled, My colleague from LaPaile (Mr, Neary) has commsated on
one aspect but there Ils another asvect and that is

that except in those cases where a document is directly

quoted from, and therefore Mr. Speasker wouild require

that the document be tabled because of the document having been
quoted, which ias not the case here, Mr, Speaker, and I submic

that it is somevhat of a hypothetiral raguest from the member

for Kilhride (Mr. Wells) in that it is my understanding that

Mr. Speaker camnot crder a request that a member table any particular

P T
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MR, STMMONS: document except for the kind of

cause I have mantioned, where a document has heen quored from.
In the normal course of esvents it

would be my understanding that Mr, Speaker, or the House, cannot

order a member to table 2 given document,

MR, SPEAKER: As the matter 13 at this moment, the

aperative effect of my decision was that the documents may be

tabled. The matter now raised is whether they must be tabled,

That is a watter te which I would have to give some consideration.
That 1s a separate matter and 1f there are any other svbmissions

I will hear them. If not, I shall have to censider that because

it ia a somewhat separate matter,

MR. SPEAKER: The hon, megher for Kilbride.
MR. WELLS: There {s cne brief submisgion T would

make and that 1is

//’? a{} : /:,5
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HR. WELLS:

for approximately three weeks now,te the best of my

racollectlon, this has been refaerred fo. I cannot remenber "
1f anything has been quoted out of 1it, but at least it has i
been refarred to in the House and Your Honour i{s aware of
these references. And one member particularly, the menher
for faPoile (Mr. Meary) has on occssion 2ot up with what
purports to be a transcript and gome to anothar member and
said, ‘Look, read this,’' - the member for Burgec =

Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons). ¥ow this, 1n my view,

Mr. Speaker, is playing a game in the House, se that I
would ask Your Honour to bear in mind that the person about
whose conversations this is, which 1s me in this case,

has not had the opportunity of seeing what 15 there. We

do not know what 1s there. It i1is almost like a Kafkaesque
trial where you do not know what the charge 1is or anvthing
like that, but gomething 1s being constantly referred to
but then in the end, not produced., So 1 would ask

Your Honour to bear that in mind in considering the rights

and privileges when Your Hencur is making a decision.

Mn. V. M. ROYE: HMr. 3peaker.

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the

Oppositien.

MR, W, N, ROWE: 1 have not been i{n the House ’

on all occasionz when the documents have been refarred

tg0., T have been in the House on several occasions and have
read press reports and soc on, Sir, but it is my submission
that ia my experience in this matter there has been no -
direct queotation from this document, and therefore, Sir,
there 1is no requirement thact the document be tabled,

no requirement that Your Honour force anv menber who has

¥
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MR, W. N, AQUR: quoted from a document to table
this document, point number one, Sir, and that principle

has to bhe rigidly adhered to, ! would submit, Your Honour.
Secondly, S8ir, we have noc objection to tabling the docunment
if, after my hon. friend here clears it with the RCMP,as we
undertook to do and as I jointly with him undertook, Sir,
somae weeks ago to de with regard to all documents conmecarning
the sow-called Scrivener affair, Ffir, once we have clearad
iz wizh the RCMP that 1t iz not going to impede their investigation
in any way or in any form. So we have no objection te tabliing
the documents if the hon. member demands that they so be
tabled, even though they have not been directly queted from,
But, Sir, 1in doing sc, if the hon. member insists that these
documents be tabled and we, as a matcer of cgourtesy, table
them te oblige him in a macter of courtesy, then, Sir, he
nas te realize that there 1s no way that any member of the
House who may have these documents in his pessessiocn and
therefore tables them as 2 result of this request, there is
n9 way, Sir, that that member cam, of course, stand behind
the validity or truth or otherwilise of those documents.
MR, MEARY: That is right.

MR. W. ¥. ROWE: But, S8ir, with that proviso ané

with that censideraticon in mind and that condicion in mind,
we would gladly give the hon. member a copy of it, Sir,

today fer that matter, and when it is cleared wich the police
we will table the documents. We have no desire to cover

this mavzer up, “r. Speaker. Ve will ctable them, bdbut there
has to be that provisoe and that condiltion attached teo it,
because we would be doing 1t, Sir, purely as a matter of

courtesy to the heon, menber.

MR, HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker.
MP. SPEAKER: The hon., rhe Minister of Jugtice.

=2
y
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AR, HICHMAM: e seem to he getting into a

auch broader sphere now than just the compulsory tabling
of a document. The proviso that the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition seeks to impose I would find unacceptable

because there {s a fundamental principle =~

AN HOM, MEMALR: (Inaudible}
MR, UICKMAMN: Yo, but the second principle

that has been raised by the han. the Leader of the Opposition.
The mosc fundamental principle of all next te the freedom

cflspee:h 1s that 1f an hon. gentleman tables any document

in this House, he or she stands unequivocally behind the

truthfulness of every word contained therain. And if it is

subsequently discovered that that persoh Has heen misled

unwittingly, that is stiil not 2 defenece. So that proviso,

in my opinion, would not be an acceptable qu;lification to

add to the tabling of any document, Yr. Speaker.

And the cther thing, as I mentioned
here on Friday; {if a document that i{s tabled contains
unparliamentary language which would not be acceptable and
which would be in breach of the rules iIf saifd by an hon.
gentleman, again the same rules prevall and apply to the

documaent that 1s tabled.

Mn, R, WELLS: If I may, Mr. Spenker.
Mp, SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Kilbhride.
MR, B, WELLS: From what the Attorney General

has said, ves, 1f the dcocuments are tabled, I expect the hon.
member tabling them to stand behind them, stand behind the
zruth of them. This is fundamenral, Because, as I understand,
what the Leader of the Opposition ham said is that when they
are tabled, well, that is 31l right, we tabhled them, but we

do net stand behind them, And as the hon. the Attorney Censral
savs, thé: is fundamental cthat when ft iz tabled it is stood

behind.
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MR, WELLS: I can say this much, that when they
are tabled, Mr. Speaksr, I will ask that they be referved to the
Commirtee of Privileges and Elactions so that they can be enquired

into and examined into, and 1 expect them to be stood behind.

¥R, SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: The hon., gentcleman, Sir, cannot

have his cake and eat it too. The hon. Speaksr and hon. members
of the House know that we have been pushing for a public enguiry
into the Seriveper affair for a loag time. HNow we could slap
thege documents on the table of the House anytime we wanted to

if we wanted to be irresponsible and malicious. But we have

noet dona that, Sir, We are trying to press the government into
publie enquiry, at‘which time witnesses could be called,as

Your Honour knows, before a Select Committee of the House,

before the House resslving itself into a Committee of the

Whole, Following which we could use this documentation to ecross
examine witnssses that could be brought before the Houme., It ia
about time, Mr, Speaker, that this House started to run its own
affairs, and not as the Minister of Justice has so often done,
pawmed off things that have been raised in this House on lower
courts, on courts belaow the House of Agsembly,which is the
Supreme Court of this land, A4nd £{f we do that, Sir, then the
documentation could be very easily put on the table of the

House. The gentleman on the other end of the conversation
could be brought in before the Bar of the House, could be
questioned by my hon, friend as to why he taped the coaversation
Was it for hig own protection]Vas it for any other reasoni The
Premier could do the same thing, the Minister of Justice. We could
have witnesses before a Select Committee of the House, the franscript
itself and the tape. I do not have the tape here bur the tape could
be laild on the table of the House, or present it %o a Select Committee
of the House,

S0, Mr. Speaker, the hon, geantleman cannot
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MR. NEARY: have it both ways, Sir., We have

no objection, as my hon. colleague said, of tabling the

transcript and the fape, the tape which goes with the

trangeript, to backup the transcript, and then bring

witnesses into the House, because obviougly, Sir, I was

not on the other end of that converaation. I did not

intercept the conversation and the only thing T can doe in

order to validate the authenticity of the tape and the conversation
is to bave the gentleman who was on the other end broughe

before this House, And I am sure my hon. friend would net

object to that 1{f he wanted tr get at the truch.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Grand Bank.
MR. HICKMAN: ¥r, Speaker, 1f I may make but one comment

in response to whac the hon, gentleman from LaPoile (Mr. Nearv)
has said: Let us make this abundantly clear, Mr, Sseaker, that
when the hon. gentleman from LaPeile (Mr, Neary) tables it, he
does, whether he has the cppartunity to cross examine Mr. Davidson

or not, he does vouch for the authenticitcy of what is there -

MR, NEARY: Do not he sc foolish!
MR, HICKMAN: - when he tables it,

Secondly, and this is subject to uy
checking with Hansard, but 1 feel reasonably certain that upon
checking with Hangard, one will find that when this matter was
first raised and the affidavits tabled, that the Opposition asked
for a police investigation., And when I made a statement a couple
of days later saying that I had directed there be a police
investigation following consultation with my departmentrofficials,
that it was & matter that fell within thar scope of activity, 1
feel quite certain, but I gay this without checking Hansard, that
the hon. the Legder of the opposition got up and commended me, or
the government, for the action that was beine taken and said this
iz the kind of procedure that we feel should be implemented in this

case.
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MR. NEARY: Wa could get the Public Enquiry or

a select committee. We have been trying for two and a half years

for that.
MR, SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. John's Ease.
MR. MARSHALL: Mr, Speaker, I just riee to make

a few comments and one of the corments on what £h§ Qamber for
LaPoile (Mr. Yeary) had stated the Attorney General

has already pointed out to the House, I think it {3 a basic
prineiple that we all have to comply with, that if anything is

tabled in this House, that the tabler stands hehind the truth

of the matter and the member for LaPoiles (Mr, Neary) as I understood
it, indicated that he could not verify the truth of it unless

the person was here before the House.

MR, NEARY: No. No. I did not say that.
MR. MARSHALL: Well,l sisunderstood chen, Decause

obvicusiy the fact of the matter is sefore anyone dares to
table anything in the House ur make a statement therse, they stand
behind the truth of the statement alleged.

The only other thing 1 would sa;,
Mr, Speaker, is that the document, as I understoed ir, as I heard,
the document in question was referred to, The hon. member for
Kilbride rose on an immediate point of privilege at that particular
time and having been referred to, I think unless it is found to be
in the matter cof public Interest that it not be tabled, that it
s0 has to be tabled.
MR, SPEAXER: Hon, members will recall that the decisicn
I made at the beginning of this afterncon's session was that the

material in question may be tabled.
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MR. SPEAKER: The peoint has now come up
whether it now must be tabled, That is a matter on
which I shall have to have seme checking done as to
questions of fact to gsee whether it must be tabled,
but in so doing the decision will only be that it
must, or that there 13 no need that it he. I will
certainly not be making further refereance to what
what haon. members have referred to as a proviso,
Hon. members are regponsible for what they put into
the possession of the House whether in a speech, Iin
a tabled document,in a petition, whatever, and that
is an always operative prineiple which accompanies
freedom of gpeagh. So that is operacive and cannot
be, in my opinion, in the House of Assemdly, negotiated
out, because that would go to the very root of
parliamentary responsibilizy. So I do not think that
can be negotiated out.

The other guestion on which
I will give a decision 1s whether when the decision
i5 given that the documentation must then be tabled or
whether thers is no requirement that it be rabled at
that tine.

§a I will give my decisicn
e that as soon as I can.

HSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEZY GIVEX

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the Hinistey of Health.

MR, H. COLLIYS: My, Speaker, I have the answars

to some guestions asked in the name of the hon. the member
for LaPoile {Mr. Neary). The answer to Question Hos. 49,

1, 3, &, to, &2, 2, 82, &3, 61, 40, L7, 16, 5, and 75.

That must be about 75 per cent, Mr. Speaksr, of the guestions

asked.



¥ay 29, 1978 Tape 3597 gCc - 2
All MO, MEMBER: A bad performance.
MR. NEARY: A lirrle better - not gquite

goocd enough yet.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. the Minister of

Consumer Affairs and Eavironment,

MR. MURPHY: YMr. Speaker, this is in answer

to a questlion by the hon. the nember for Windser - Buchans
{ar, riizghe) asked me on TFriday with reference te the lead
cotttamination of the Exploits Piver, and this is a tabulation
of the past seven years, the amount cof lead in the river as
compared to Canadian standards - the year 1971, fifteen parts
per billion and the Canadian standard is £ifty - that is

30 per cent; 1972, five - that is 10 per cent; 1973, saven

-~ 14 per cent; 1974, seven - 14 per cent; 1977, four parts
per billion - that is 8 per cent; July 4, 1977 less than

two parts per billion which is less tham &4 per cent of the
allowable, if you like, 30 per cent which is the permissible

in drinking water of the inland waters of the federal

goverament.
ORAL QUESTIONS
MR, SPEARER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
MR, V. M. ROWE: If the inister of Justice has

come inm, YMr. Speaker, I would like to direct a questlion to
him, Mr. Speaker, by way of preamble to the question, there
has been now a number of serious fires in the Province,
particularly in the area of 3St. John's. ZElizabeth Towers
tad a seriocus fire some weeks ago,and there was fire which
burned dewn a building or two there at the bottom of

Signal HLll Road,and a house in St. John's the same day or
the day after buraed with a number of deaths involved,

a schoel in Ferryland district a2 day or two ago, Sir,

M;&
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MR, W, M, ROWE: a2 church In St. John's burned

dewn, two more housas, Sir, this morning, with sone

serious injuries and certainly the risk of very,

-3
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¥R, T, POVE:

very serisus Injuries 1f not death.

DR

Mu, MEARY: The $t. Bride's School.

VR, W, POWE: The St. Bride's &chool as well, Mr, Speaker.

It has now reached the point vhere any reascnable man must ask the
hon, Yinister of Justice 1if his expert advisors suspect there may be
a lunatic on the loose, if there is any suspected arson in all of these

or any of these serious fires, Sir.

o SPEARER: Hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. A, HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, nothing has come to my attention

from elther the Prosecutorial Division of cthe Department, or from the
Fire Commissioner, which would indicate to me that there fz anv

arsonist on the lcose. That is in answer to the general questicn,

T would repeat that because the last I would want anyone in Yewfoundland

to believe when 1t is not factual that there is an arsonist on the loose.
That would be totrally irresponsible of me te allow, apgd Imhope ir would
not happen.

With respect tc the fires,l went into some
detail here receatly with respect to the procedure that is followed
whenever there iz a fire.

Let me first deal with the Tity of St. John's.
Because of the new rules which were jmplemented twe or thres years
ago by the then Tire Cormissioner at the request of wy Department,
and in particular the Director of Public¢ Prosecuticns, vhensver a
fire ocecurs in St. John's now, when the alarm goes in the fire scation
the €.I.0. division of the Newfoundland Constabulary are immedfately
alerted and they immediately go to the fire. Obviously, if it is
a iitchen fire, or that sort of thing, they do not bother to spend
very much time at {t. The reason for it is very obvious that what
we were finding was that if you left the investigation of fires te
the nermal procedure, particularly when a bullding has been destroyed

or substantially damaged that the zunicipal authorities, net just in




“ay 20 1978 Tape YNo. 13588 P2
ML A, HICEIAN: St, John's but in any munigipality, kave an

sblizacion to clear up that dehris as quickly as possible, and in

the exercise of their responsiblity they would do that sometimes within

a day or so afrer a fire cccurred, Then, when the C.I.D., or the B.C.MLP.,
and they both have officers skilled in the investipation of arsen,

went in looking to try to ascertain the cause of the fire, the evidence
had 21l been disturbed and they werz lockinz at a nice, level piece

of eround. Seo that “as all heen overcome.

Uith respect tp the fires in sagestion, T cheghkad
with the Directer of Public Prosecutions as late as Triday past and asked
yvhether he has received the police report on any of thege fires that the
hen. Leader of the Mpposition had referred to, and the answer was Yo,
not as of Fridav”™. Yow I did & check with him again this merning and
I asked 1f he had anvy idea of the status of the investigation,and ha
informed me that the procedure that is followed in all of these
investigations and whatever materials are taken by the Fire Commissioner's
office that they censider to be relevant to thelr investigation and/or
by the police, that they are then sent to the P.C.M,P, laboratory in
Sackviile fer analysis, and that report comes hacl, But it is aoct wuntil
the total package is complete-and the Fire Commissioner's report goes
to the police, and the police attach the Fire Commissicner's report
28 an appendix to thelr report to the Director of Public Prosecuticng ™
when the PMirecror of Public Prosecutions recelves the rerert, hg does
one of two things: If the report indicates strong svidence of
¢riminalicy, obviously charges are laid; if, on the cther hand, which
ig so frequently the case in fires, the Fire Commigsioner and/or the

Police sav, 'cause of the f£ire unknown'

, 1f 1t is at 5ll a major fire
the Nrector of Publiec Prosecutions has the authority under the Act
as amended just two or three vears ago to direct a fire enguiry by a
magistrate. The purpose for that fire enguiry is not really to

determine the cause of the fire bur it does mean thar the witnesses

who were examined by the Police,who were nd under oath when examined,
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MR, A, HICKMAY: are then put under cath, and at least you have

the satisfaction of knewling they have been examined by a magistrate

and sometimes hy a crown prosecuter. So, in these cases, as I sav,

as of Friday the reports were

~,
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sk, WICKIAT:

aot in but they are all being investigated. And if the cause of taa
fire is cbvious, L1f the fire commissioner says fauley wiring file
closed.

SR, W, ROWE: A supplementary please, Sir, on this.

R, SPLAKER: A supplementary.

HR., W.3. HOWE: 1 will start with the first of this recent state
ef fairly disasterous fires, Sir, the one in Elizabeth Towers, Did I
uaderstand from tie minister correctly that he has racsived no report
preiiminary or otharwise on the possible cause of this fire? Iz thar

correct?

MR, HICKMAY: That is correct, Mr. Speaker.
R, WL ROWE: Hr, Speaker, has he or lils department received any

oral report or any Indication from his expert advisers,including tne
Flre Commissioner or people involved in the police force as to possible

or probable cause of the fire?

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. mindster,
s, HICRMAG: Mr. Speaker, tihe oaly report- and I say, I have nog
received a repeort. 1 nave not received a report on the status of the

fire but hon. gentlemen will recall that immediately following these
fires and two of them occurred on Wednesday, April 26th, that was when
they started,and there was anotier one con April 28th that I asked for
and another one om April 2%th, I asked for a report then and I knhew
that thev could net, nowone could tell me or it was unlikely chey could
tell the cause of the fire. I indicaced to the house at that time that
I had been advised thar the - Let us take f£irst Flizabeth Towers, the
big conecern immediatelf following the fire in Elizabeth Towers,as hon.
gentlemen know,was the guestion of security and the fire precauticns
and regulations and fire safaty programme that was bedng folloved in
that insticution that within a matter of twenty~four hours the Fire
Commissioner nad met with the 5t. John's liousing Corporatiom apd laid
down fire procectlon wethods and security to be £ollowed Forthwith aad

told me thar the board said they would implement them without delay and

"
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MELHICAMAN:  consegquently he did not have to furnish an order or servae
an ordar upoa thenm. Thast is the only report I have racalved on
Elizabech Towers whiech I have passed ou to this House.

On the others lt is mueh the same but with respect
to ene of them that same day cthere was an indication as to what they
thought may have been the cause of the fire bur cbviously 1 would be
much more prudent to wait until the report comes in and gives a Iirm
indication as to what caused the f£ire. I repeat that if the Fire

Commissioner znd tis police say the cause of the fire was Jaulcoy

4

iring -

HR, WEARY: Have they said that in the case of Elizabeth Tovers?
MR, HICHMANR Ho, they have not sald anything.

AR, HEARY: do,but the minister is leavimg the wrong impressionwith

he House.

R, HICEMAN: No, I am not frying to. @y I repeat -

MR. HEARY! That is a for instance.

YR, HICRMAN: Ha, na, For instanca.

HR. NEARY: That ig a for instance tie hon. minister was -

MR, HICKIAN: Hr. Speaker, 1 was setting forth very clearly te this

douse as the requast of the hon. the Leader of the Opposition the

procecduras tnat are followed -

‘7
:
.
Fa
]
:
e

nd Lf it is proven arson,chen wiat Lappens?

R, FICTILI: It is not 4 guestion of proving arson. If the evidence
that i3 subuicted by the police shows reasonable and probable ;Tounds

taat tnere has been a criminsl act then the Director of Public Prosecutions
will lay a charge without refarence Lo anyone,or whatevar prosecufor is

assigned that particular case.

Mi, HEARY @ Without referance e the ninisze
B, UICHALL He never comes to me, L repeatyl wanc to keep it
that way and the hon. gentleman the Leader of the #pposition,if he will

refer to the Steele Commission Report where he deals with Crown prosecutors
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JiR. HICHHMAN: will recall that the Sgeele Commission Report -
recommended that we could give consideration here to virtually giving

Crown prosecutors almost the same independence as juwdielary. That is

what 1 was dealing with bur I said on the other hand if the Crown

Prosecutor comes to the conclusion that whilst the police have acquired

all of the evidence that they can acquire and that it 1s desirable rhat

the same witnesses be placed under cath and appear before a magistrate

or 4f it is a serious fire -

SR, JEARY: But thut is a kind of a stall,is it noc?
cii. HICKIAN: He, ne, no, Mr. Speaker., Let me give this House

an example. Hon. gentleman will recall two years ago or three years ago
chere was a lot apprehension and concern in the Province over a large
number of fires in nightclubs that occured during z specific period of
time, 41} of these investigations had been completed and in some of

them the cause of the fire was readily identified and in others the
reporf was cause unkuown. I direczed the Director of Public Prosecutions
to order Magisnefial fnquiries inro all of these fires as an added

investigative process, which be did. Thney were all held but they did

3
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MR, HICHMAN:

not turn 4p any additional evidenge, but at least we

wera secuTe in the knowledge that we had exhaustad every
avenue -

MR. MEARY: A magisterial inquiry has not =
been ordered into any of these -

MT, HICKMAM: Ya, hacause none of the reports
have heen recaeived yet, Mr. Speaker.

VP, NEARY: All righe.

MR, HICEMAN: And I add, because I know that
the comment from the hon. gentleman from LaPelle (Mr. Meary)
whe was saying that my comments on where the cause of the
fire is identified that T was trying to relats that to any
particular fire, I am not, I was simply saving that the

procedure f{s that 1if when the report comes in and savs

cause of fire - you know, faulty wiring, the f4ile 13 closed,
MR. W. N. ROVE: Mr. Speaker, a final supplermentary.
MR, SPEZAVER: A supplementary, the hon., the

lLeader of the Opposition.

MR. ¥, ¥, ROYE: As T understanéd the hon. ninister,
as of Friday afternoon, nc report on the Elfzabeth Towers
fire had been racaeived by his department, {s that correct?
Anvbhody in his department?

MR, HICTMAM: I asked the Director of Publice
Prosecutions if he had received anv reports on the firss

and he said, '%o.'

MR, V. N, DMOWE: Does the hon. minister have any

idea or has he recelved any werd from anybody wvho i3
investigating the fire as to when a raport mizht be
expectaed in this particular fire, Mr. Speaker?

MR, BTCWMAY: Ne, not from anvene doing the

investigation, but I ilaguired of the Director of Public

G

.
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MR, HICKMAN: Public Prosecutiocns as to
whether he knew when we could antigipatae starting to
recelve reports on these one, twe, three, four, Five

fires - six major fires that have occurred in the Province
during the past few weeks, and he told me that he
understood that a lot af that stuff was either ia Sackville

ar on lts way back
will start receiving reports very shorcly.

pure specslaticn on his part becauge of the

from Sackville,

and presumahbly, we
3yt that is

fact he is

aware oI what progress is taken to date.

MR,

M. M. ROUWE:

supplemencary has come up

irm
il

in .,

1

5P
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AXER:

g, 1.
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minister's last answer.

Mr. Speaker, just a final

A final supplaﬁentary.

- ag a resulc of the hon.

What is the procedure when this

material or report or analysis of evidence comes back from

Sackviile? VWhere does it then go?

MR, HICKMAN: To the police.

MR. W. H. ROWE: To the polize departmenc:

Te the Chief of Policel C.I.D? Who does it go to?l

MR, HICEMAN: Not just with respect ta fires,
Mr. Speaker. I say this without detailed knowledge as to

how an investigation iz carried out, but it is my
understanding that whenever there is an exhibit that in
the opinion of the police requires analysis by the
that the

laborateries in Sackville, New Brunswick,

investigating officer in some instances at least, takes

it up himself and delivers It to someone in Sackville.

MR. W. M. ROWE: I am talking about coming back.
MR, HICKMAN: And then {f{r is brought back the
jame way, because as the hon. the Leader of the Opposicion

will recall, ou several occasions in criminal cases thare

Try
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MR. HICKMAN: have been allegations by

counsel for the aceused that this exhibit that has been

put in that was analysed in Sackville, New 3runswick,may

have passed out of the hands of the Crown, becauas it

was suggested it had been mailed back or sant by exprass

and somebody could tamper with it., 3o my understanding

13 that in most cases, but do not held me to this

because I do not know in all cases, but in most cases the

exhibit is actuwally delivered and then brought back by

the police 1f it 1s an exhibit that is goiag to be used

in evidence in a subsequent trial. So when the report

comes back - you know, the exhibir with the report attached

to it - that report is part and parcel of the investigative

repoart that is submitted by the police. You know, they

have statements from witnesses, they have the Fire

Commissioner in the case nf a fire, the Fire Commissioner's

report and professional advice, and they would have the

report of the laboratory fn Sackville, all attached as part

of the whole, being the total investigation by the C.I.D.
And we have pretty gooed Iinspectors

in both police forces in the Province to deal with that kind

of investigation. Bur I should alert this House that it is

an lnvestigation that 1is very onerous,.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary guestion,

Mr. Speaker.

4R, SPEAKER: : A supplementary, the hon. the

member for LaPaille,

MR, NEART: Mr. Speaker, do I understand the

hon. gentleman correctly that here you have a very serious

gituation where 3z fire occurred at Elizabeth Towers and

there i3 a very great urgency to this matter because ir

involves members of zhis House and so forth, that the minister
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MR. NEARY: has not taken it upon himsgelf
to find our if the report is yet back from Sackville in
connection with this fire? T mean, the minister mustc ba
responsible for the running of his department, The
minister seems to be very vague and general about sonme

of the atizswers that we are given, about proceduras and

so forth. I am sure the misister must have taken it upon
himself to find out how this investigation fs going,

when the report will be in, if the evidence is now back

from Sackville.

~
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MR. NEARY:
Can the minister give us any information at all on this matter,
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice. )
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, not only did { think I was not being -
vague but in my own mind,] was thinking that [ was befng far too
specific with respect to investigations that are ongoing because,
you know,as the hon. gentleman said earlier today I do have an iy
obligation o avoid being specific on amy investigation that are
ongoing, certainly not until I know what the outcome is going to be
because if the outcome of any investigation results in some action
being taken by the police, I do not want to be in a position,nor should
I,where something I have said in this House prejudices the rights
of any party. That is why [ am always so careful. In this case
I feit I was being much too detailed in my answer.
I repeat that because of gquestions that have been asked
in this House on this particular matter and, you know, questions
starting on May 1 or April 29 or there abouts, I encguired,which [
usually do not do of normal investigations going on,but in response
to guestions in this House 1 enquired periodically of the Director
of Public Prusecutions as to whether or not he had received police
reports on any of these fires. [ feel quite confident that because
of my enquiries when he does receive them that he will come and tel!
ne. I am sure they all will not come in at the same time. But on
Friday he was in my office and 1 asked him and he said no. And I
said, "Have you any idea when we will start receiving them?" and he
said, "1 do not know precisely but I would imagine very soon because
he said it is my understanding that at least some of the exhibits that
have been sent in connection with some of the investigations co
Sackville have now been returned.* Sut that is hearsay to him. They
do not t211 him until they cet the report. Buf cbviously the poiice
are in and out of his office every day on other mattsrs. He has -
a pretty good idea what is going on.
So Tet this House rest assured that these investigations E

are being dealt with very promptly by the police,and ! say that

7757
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Mr. Hickman: knowing the length of time  they are so often
involved in investigating fires. Because guite oftan the report
will back saying, cause of fire unknown. And a responsible

Crown prosecutor will go back and say,"I want more svidance.

Try another angle,'as we did on these cases that | referred to,

always, unfortunately without any success.

MR. MEARY: A supplementary gquestion, Mr. Soeaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. MEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am not trying to be stubborn with

the han. gentleman, Sir, but the hon. gentleman just made a statement
that worries me considerably and that {is that the Chief Crown Prosecutor
happened to be in the minister's office on Friday, the minister asked
the Chief Crown Prosecutor, Mr, Kelly, I presume, if any of the

reports had yet heen received on any of these fires, and Mr. Kelly,

the Chief Crown Prosecutor, tald the minister that as far as he knew

some of the axhibits had been returned frem Saskville in connection

with some of these fires. But the minister then added, Sir, that
this 1s hearsay. Mr. Speaker, this is frightening to me because -
MR. HICKMAN: Hearsay Lo me.

MR. NEARY: - hearsay. No,the hon. gentieman implied that

1€ was hearsay to Mr. Xelly, and hearsay -

MR, HICKMAN: To me.
MR. NEARY: - we1}’1 do not care if the minister indicates
hearsay to him or Mr. Kelly. But, Sir, can you imagine the Chief

Crown Prosecutor saying to the minister,"l understand that certain

exhibits have been returned from Saskville! "I understand' -

MR.HICKMAN: Right.
MR. NEARY: - without making it a statement of fact to the

minister, or saying,"1 do not know, Mr., Ministsr, but I will find out))
or"Mr. Minister, yes, exhibits have been returned. It is confusing,
Mr. Speaker. And I would Tike for the minister to clear it up

because 1t is really frightening, this kind of a conversation batween

the minister and the Chief Crown Prosecutor where it is hearsav, the

T7eY
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Mr. Neary: minister calls it hearsay. It should be factual
or it should be nothing at all when the minister is dealing with a
gentieman in a responsible position like the Chief Crown Prosecutor.
Is it a fact or is it not a fact? Will you go out and find out,
and Tet ma know? Because I may be asked in the House and | do
not want fo go in and quote the Chief Crown Prosecutor as saying,
well I heard, T heard, well I heard too, and so did the Leader of
the Opposition. And that is what we are trying to ind out,if it
is true or not, And the Chief Crown Prasecutor should know, and
the minister should know.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!

I must point out that the proceedings should be limited
to guestions and answers.
MR. MNEARY: Weil, Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the minister
is it hearsay or is it factual? Is 9t a fact that some of the
exhibits have been returned from Saskville in connection with some af

these fires?

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR, HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, you know, that has to be the most
stupid question that has been asked in this House in a Tong, Tong time.
MR, STMMONS: We are about to get the stuplidest answer, too.
AN HON. MEMBER: In the doorway.

MR. HICKMAN: Well, you know, the common from some gentieman

outside the House does not have to be resnonded to.

MR. W.ROMWE: Your campaign manager.
MR, HICKMAN: The hon. the Leader of the Opposition should not be

nasty because if he does I am going to telly I am going to
suggest to the hon. the member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espofr Mr. Simmons)

that he read the first two years of Hansard on the Education votaes -

MR, W.ROWE: That is the 110 votes you got.
SOME HON. MEM3ERS: Oh, oh!
MR, HICKMAN: ~in 10972 and 1973.

T
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I wrote 1t and he read Lt,
In 1972 and 1973,

Then he did neot honour it when he

Buz, Mr. Speaker, may I repaat that

I have been asking, which 15 not normal practice but only because

of questions in this House, the Director of Public Prosecutions

whether or not he has recelived the report on investigations into

the number of fires, police report, and he has told me ne.

MR. NEARY:

MR, SIMMONS:

But added.

But when T spoke to him on Tuesday

or Friday, I did exzectly the same thing as the hon. the Leader

of the Opposition asked me today, I said, "Have vou any idea

when we are golng to start receiving some of these?”

MR. NEARY:

MR, BICKMAN:

MR. NEARY:

you know, understand and what

MR. NEARY:
by the way.
MR. SPEAXER:

MR. HICEMAN:

have been coming back to the

MR. HEARY:

MR, HICKMAN:

Yes,

And he said, I do not know,

He said, "I understaad.™

But he saild -

Go ahead.

He saild, "I understand from the police,*
I say 1s hearsay -

No, you did not add the police befcre,

Order, please! Order!

"I understand that some of the repcrss
police." A purely logical explanation -
Not hearszay.

- hearsay, because obviously if vou are

in the CID and the fellow who is Investigating a particular fire, if
you happen to lmow that it {s en his desk, or he has just come back from
Sackville with a bunch of exhibits, and if this other persaon

tells the Director of Public Prosecutions, without getting {nto a long

7740
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MR, HTICEMAN: dissertation on the law of hearsay,

that is hearsay. It is only if =

MR. HEARY: He was nmot told by the police.
MR. HICEMAN: it is caly 1f the police officer

wio is directly involved in the investigation comes in and says,
"Mr. Prosecutor, I have today returned from Sackville with

exhibits,” that that s direct evidence,

MR, NEARY: Does the ministey know if that
happened?
MR, HICKMAN: But the hearsay rule, you know,and

I welcome the opportunity, if this 1is what the House wants me to
do 1is to give hon. gentlemen a lecture on the hearsay rule. But
I see Mr, Speaker gshaking his head and I do not know if that is
because Your Honour is lnowledgeable of the hearsay rule or if

vou have come to the conclusion that a lecture on the hearsay rule
at this time will be totally irrelevant to the Question Perlod

and assuming that it 1is the latter I will take my place.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. HICKMAN: Is thiz on the hearsay rule?
MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary.the hon. member

for LaPolle and then I will hear a supplementary from one other hon.
gentleman.

MR, MEARY: Mr. Speaker, my supplementary 1s to the
Minister of Justice again, Sir. He has further confused the matter
of the discussion betwsen him and the Crown Prosecutor with regard
to the exhibits being returned from Moneten. I am not askine the
mindster whether the report 1s final and in the hands of the

Crown Prosecutor, but did the Chief Cyown Prosecutor tell the
minister in his office on Friday thar the police were now back

from Monecton with certain exhibits that were brought over in
connection with these fires and brought back again? Did the Chief
Crown Prosecutor say to the miniszer, "The CID who are Investigating

this, the i{nvestigating officers have told me this, or I just

2
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MB, NEARY: heagd Lz, it was coffee talk.,"
MR, HICKMAN: I am perfectly happy to go back over

it and over it and over ir again. Did I ask the =

MR. PECKFORD: Go bac¢k over it again.
MR. HICKMAN: ALl right. I will go back over
it again.

I asked the Director of Public
Progecutions on Friday if he had received any reports on the fires
and he said no. I did the next logical thing, I guess as much out
of - well I do not know why - for information and I said,
"any idea when ! am going to receive them?" And he ssid,
"I think it will be soon because I understand that some of the

exhibits that went to -

MR, NEARY: From whom did he understand?
MR. HICKMAN: - Sackville, New Brunswick, have now

been returned to the police,

MR. NEARY: From whom did he understand chis?
MR, BICKMAN: There was conly one person he could ger

it from and I -

MR, NEARY: From the CID,
MR, BICEMAN: - did not ask him from whom he got

it. Bur the only logical conclusion you can reach 1s that in his

daily discussions with police officers coming and going -

MR, NEARY: Okay., AlY righe.

MR, BICIMAN: - on cases, 3dut that is eonly an
assumption,

MR, NEARY: A supplementary, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated thar that will be

the final supplementary from the hon. member fpr LaPoile, that I would
hear one additional supplementary and I will hesr that from the

hon, member for Trinity - Bay de Verde {(Mr, F. Rowe}, and zhen I will

recegnize the hon, gentleman for Fego (Captain Winsoz).
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MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, to the HMinister of Justice,
in answer to cne of the questiovns - 1 am getting more confused now
than ever ~ hut did I hear the minister corvectly when he suggested
that in some cases when the Director of Crown Prosecutlons gets
reports back on fires in rhe past and he feels thar these reports
are not satisfactory, the report presumably from the CID, that he
would then return the report back to the CID or ask for a second

report, did I hear
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Mr.F.Rowe: the minister correctly on that one? And secondly,
I wilt add this to the question, Sir, if that is so, could this have
been the case in the case of any of these recent fires that we have had
in and around the city in the last manth or so?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR, HICKMAN: To my knowledge, My, Speaker, the {rown Prosecutors
and/or the Director of Public Prosecution have not as of today, certainly
as of Firday past,received any reports from these fires other than that
"verbal report that I referred to in this House on May 1 that the
fires had occurred and are now being investigated.

But what I said was,and ! have said this so often
in the House,that quite often when the police are conducting an investication
that they come in and they submit to the Director of Public Prosecutions
or the Crown Prosecutors a report of their investigation, the
Crown Prosecutor reads it, and having read it he says,“look,there are
a bunch of holes in this that have got to be plugged! So he goes
back - it is not a question of sending back - he goes back to the
investigating officer and says,"Will you go and re-interview the following
witnessas and ask them about these aspects?"
MR. F. ROWE: Could this have been the case in the recent fires?
MR. HICKMAN: No. As I say,to my knowledge the reports have not

yet come in.

MR, F. ROME: The minister -

MR. HICKMAN: I mean,l cannot says [ said)'to my knowledge!

MR, F.ROME: - is not absolutely sure.

MR. HICKMAN: 1 would think that if the reports had been received

when I put dfirect questions then I would be told , no, they have not
received any reports. And as of now -

MR. F. ROWE: Would they have been sent back?

MR. HICKMAN: - 1 am not aware of any reports having come in
as of Friday. It might be down there today for all I know.

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible).

MR. F. ROWE: That is what I am frying to get at.

774
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MR. HICKMAN: That is right, You know, as I say,to my knowledge
they have not come in and been sent back. And {if they ware mind

you that would not distrub me because that is the usual practice.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

MR, HICKMAN: Orders of the Day. Motian 9.

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Windsor-Buchans.
MR. FLIGHT: I wish to move under Standing Order

23, Mr. 3peaker, because of the Province-wide protest against the
government's spruce budworm spraying programme by citizens who are
convinced that their physical well-being will be endangered, as
well as the savere damage tp wildlife and the envivonment,f move
under Standing Order 23 that this hon. House do adjourn to hold an
emergency debate on the decisien to spray, seconded by the hon. the

member for Lafoile (Mr. Meary).

SOME PON. MEMBERS: Oh, ch!
MR, SPEAKER: Order, please!

I know it is not required to hear
argument under this, As a matter of fact I think it is unusual to
$0 do because our practice in this sense is the same as
in the Mouse of Commons.  And Standing Order 26{1) there i5 comparable
to our Standing Order 23, "Mr. Speaker shall decide without
any debate whather or not the matter is proper fo be discussed.
I think that has usually been our pracedurs and I think it is probably
a good ides toc say that that is our procedure, and it will be done
that way.

As hon. members know,Standing Order 23 is a matter
whereby it {s infrequent that leave is given. It has been done once
during the past three years, and it is 2 matter in which the Speaker'sy
judgment has toc be used. Again I refer to Standing Order 26, sub-section
{5) in the House of Commons, And our practice is identical but it is
very well worded here. 1 think it %5 bettsr worded than our own Standing

Order, but pur precedent follows them and it is a statement of cur pracadent

e y
AS
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Mr. Speaker: as well as practice in the House of Commons.
"1n determining whether a mafter should have urgent consideration,
Mr. Speaker shall have regard to the extent to which it concerns
the administrative responsibilities of the government or could
come within the scope of ministerial action, and he aiso shall
have regard to the probability of the matter being brought before
the House within reasonable time by other means ) Obviously I am
aware and hon. members are aware that there is an Address in Reply
on the Ordar Papar, that there is a Budget debate on the Order Paper.
We are also aware that under both headings hon. members are speaking
in a context in which they have unTimited time. The matter must be
urgent, That is the first criterfa; and obvicusly I think the matter
is urgent. debate must be urgenct. And the Chair has o sxercise
discretion with respect to whether there is a reasonable expectation
within a reascnable period of timethat the matter be dehated.
Here we are dealing with time parameters with respect
to this matter. I have to use my judgment of what hon. members seem o

consider urgent, and

4
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MR. SPEAKER: not insulated from what the
public appear to think urgent, and it would appear to me
i£ Standing Order 23 has meaning - and I think it does,
it must as long as it is there - then this 1{s a marter
which falls wirghin that criterion andy therefore, the
Chair's position here 1s to say that it is in order.
By having said that {t is in order, I now ask whether
the hou. gentleman has leave. Does the hon., gentlieman
have leave?

Not having leave and at lasast
twelve members rvrising in their place, I call upon the hon.

nember who moved the moticn.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR, FLIGET: Thank you, My, Speaker.

And I can say for this side, Mr. Speaker, that we are grateful

for Your Honour's ruling, and I believe that all of

Newfoundland will have reason to bhe grateful for

His Henour's ruling or this particular motion, because

it is time that the spray programme in this Province

that we are looking at be debated fully and completely.
And, Mr., Speaker, in opening the

debate, I wish to refer to a passage of the Minister of

Foreascry's statement dated April 11, 1978, Just one short

paragraph of the statement.

MR. SPEAXER: I am sorry to interrupt the hon.

gentleman so early in his remarks, but it has just come to

my attention that we have some students in the gallaries

whom I would like on bhehalf of all hon. members to welcome

from ¥ova Scotia Schoel for Girls in Truro, a number of

exchange students, sixteen from Grade Ezg to Grade §§

accompanied by Hrs. McNutt, and from Pleasantville Scheol

for Girls and Boys, Pleasantville, St. John's, Grades VIJ
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MR. SPEAKER: to XI, sixrteen students
accompanied by thedr teacher, Mrs. Belbin. T know hom,
nembers join me in welcoming both the students from
Pleasantville, St. John's and the students from Truro,
Neva Scetia.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: fear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for

Windsor - Buchans.

MR. FLIGHT: It is interesting to note,

Mr. Speakar, that there are some students from Nova Scotia
in the galleries, and I would suspect befaore this debate

is over that Nova Scotia and Nova Scotia's approach to the
budworm spraying programme in Newfoundland or cheir appreach
to the alternatives, as opposed to a spray programme will

be referred to many times.

How, Mr, Speaker, I wish to
read this passage from the miniscer's statement: "4s you
are aware, the current budworm outbreak began in 1971 and
continues to present. In the Fall of 1976 the Canadian
Forestry Service made a forecast that in 1977, budworm
defoliation would be moderate to severe over three to four
millfion and light over some four to five millioa acres of
productive forest. The total area of infescation of 8.7
million acres rapresents about 90 per cent of the total
productive forests there are in the Province."

Now, Mr. Speaker, the minister
says that the outbreak began in 1971. Based on what we know
about budworm and the effect that budworm has on a productive
forest, it takes four to five years toc kill trees so .
attacked and so infested, which means, Mr. Speaker, that
this government or the administration, the people reasponsibley

whether it vas the minister or his department or the



May 29, 1978 Tape 3604 EC - 3

MR. FLIGHT: Canadian forestry pecple in
copjunction with the Departmaent of Torescry in Newfoundland,
aware that the atrack was faking place, having watched
New Brunswick's experience for the past twenty-five years
and aware that with the kind of an infestation we had in
1971 that our forests could be totally endangerad, made no
move, Mr. Speaker, There had been ne move made to combat
the spruce budworm infestacion in this Province until we
got into a panic situation last summer, and that panic
gsituation brought about an experimental spray progranme.
Mr, Speaker,ir is interesting
to note that the minister set up an advisory committee to
talk about the alternatives for the Labrador Linerboard
mill. It is alse interesting te note that the chairman of
that committee was the President of Price (Nfld.). It is

now very significant to note that Treacent
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MR. FLICHT: statements in the press Indicate
that Price (Nfld.)} may indeed be interested and may be considering
seriously taking over the Labrader Linerboard mill.
It i3 no secret, Mr., Speaker, that
in this Province, che pgima;y reason that the Labrador Linerboard

nill had to close down was becanse they did not have an economic -

MR, HICKMAN: Mr, Speaker, to 2 point of order.
MR. SPEAKER {Coliins): A point of order has come up.
¥R, HICKMAN: As the hon. Speaker said when he

allowed thismorion, this kind of debate has to be strictly related

to the motion,

MR. FLIGHT: It is stricely related,

M, HICKMAN: And I submit that anything other

than the danger to health and/or the desirability of spraying for

the spruce budworm is not debatable in this House, What is happening
with the Linerboard mill or whether the Linerboard aill could take

dead wood is not part of this debate.

MR. FLIGHT: Tes if, is.

MR, P, ROWE: To that polnt of order,

MR. GSPEAKER: The hon., member for Trinity ~ Bay de Verds.
MB. F, ROWE: Sir, 1f chere was ever anything relevant

te this debate it is an Iindustry directly comnected o the woods
industry in this Province and the effact the spruce budworm might
have on the forestry in this particular Province.

Sir, I do not know why the hon. House
Leader has gotten up on a poiat of crder because it is simply not
a point of order, Any referance to any industry related to the forescry
surely, Sir, ié directly raelated to the motion moved by =y hon.
colleague and I suggest that the so-called point of order suggested
by the Government House Leader, 5ir, is not a peint of order whatsoever.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Hon, members will realize

that this is a proceeding that we do not get into very frequently and

qav0
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MR. SPEARER (Collins): perhaps if T just read ocne item

from our Standing Rules and also again re-read the motion
it might clarify matrers.

Subsection F (2) of Standinm
order 23 states, "Not more than one matter can be discussed
on the same motion.” How the motion in question reads as
follows: “Because of the province-wide protest against the
government's spruce budworm spraying programme by citizens whe
are couvinced that their physical weill being will be endangered
as well as severe damage to wildlife and the environment, I move,
move, under Standing Order 23, that thds hon, House do adjoumn
to hold an emergency debate on the guestion to spray.” So it
would seem from the subsection in our Standing Rules, one section
and from the wording of the motion digcussion should take plaze
in regard to spraying, it should take place in regard to budvorm
infestation,and it should take place in regard to damage, it
says severe here but I presume that would be a subjective interpretation
sc I would say any damage to wildlife and the environment,

So those are the areas it would seem
to me that debate 1s comcerned with;  that is the budworm
infestation, the spraying programme or proposed programme,and

damage to wildlife and the enviromment.

MR, SDEARER: The hen. member for Windsor-Buchans.
MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, surely there is nobody

in this House, and this 1s not to the point of arder, it is

simply to po on with the debate, surely there is nobody in this
House who thinks that they can debate the declsisn te spray without
talking about what the effect of the spray will be, why we have a
spray prograsmme, what are the condicions that have led us up to

a spray programme? And I mean 1 am surprised, Mr. Speaker, that
the hon. Miniater of Justice would rise on such a poing of order.

If we canmot talk about the -

MR, HICEMAN: are you surprised that Mr, Speaker held ig?
MR, FLIGHT: - 1f we cannot talk about the effects that

AT

.y,
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MR, FLIGHT: the apray programme will have, because
that 1a the basis of the fear of the people, and they are asking
questionz, they want to know why iz is that we find ourselves

into a position where we have to endanger, possibly endanger

the well-being of our people and certainly possibly and most
definitely damage the environment and the ecology, A4nd so,

Mr. Speaker, T latend to - until the Speaker calls me out of

erder - I intend to pursue what obviously Is germain the effacts
of a spray programme on cur forest and «why we have potten
ourselves into a positisn where we have to spray and how we

can get ourselves out of a position where we have to spray.

And, My, Speaker, we cannot refer to the spray programme without
referring to the cost.

Mr. Speaker, I will say again, thac

N
~f}
w
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s, FLIGHT: there was an indication a few days ago that

Price (Wfld) would take over che Linerbeard operation. XNow it is very
significant when we lock at the amount of damage that we have Lo our
forestry and the alternative of spraying that an economic wood supply

was withheld from Labrador Linerboard wmill while we had Five milldicn cords

of dead wood on the limits of the twe paper companiesyboch of which were
represented on that advisery beard. Ome of the alternatives, one could
make the case and say that had that advisory board met thelr responsibilities
and made only the infasted timbers on their stands available o Labrador
Linerboard mill,chen we would have salvaged that wood and,most importantly

by .ay of looking at fighting the budworm infestation,then the land from
wiidch this wood was salavaged could have been now reseeded, reseeded with

a3 strain of wood that is less susceptible to budworm infestation.

Mr, Speaker, we have the performances of =

the minister has said time and cime again that the decisicn to spray

was not the result of pressure from the paper companies. Well,maybe

it was nat but I believe if was, Yr. Speaker, I believe the paper companies
had a great deal to say on whether the Province would spray or would mot spray
and that again opens up the old forest management that this Province has nracticed
this past fifty years. Why is it? Let some hon. gentlemen oppeosite tell

me why it is that Price and Bowaters have got o come to Eentral Newfoundland,
in the Glenwood areayand cut black spruce. afcer cutting on thelr own

limits for fifey years chey have to come into Cencral Newfoundland to cut
hlack spruce because they needyin order to make the pulp they are producing
ciey need a mixrure, there must be a mixture of balsam fir and black spruce.
How is it that Bowaters if practicing the kind of forest mapagement that

we believe las to be practiced, hew is it thar chey did not re-seed and
re~-forest in the areas. They knew, there i3 all kinds of evidence to
indicate that when vou cut the natural growth im an arsc what some people
refer to as nuisance trees grow up, balsam fir reslace . The pulp
industry c¢annot sarvive on black spruce so why,if Bowaters were pracrticing
the kind of forest management that we needed in this Province fo sustain

the kind of pulp operations we have had and they were also aware of
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MI,. FLIGHT: the Hew Brunswick problems, wihy Jdid they not re-seed
and instead of having all balsam fir that ig totally susceptible to the
budworn Wity did they not re-ssed the areas they cut so that they would
pave had a mixtuza? It was costing them a lot more meney to cone Lo
Glenwood and take black spruce. They were watching all the forest that
they had on their lease on which they were cutting growing up in balsam
Eir.and growing up so thick that a man was smethered when be walked inte
it.
dr. Speaker, we may today be into a situation where

we are looking at a dangerous sitvation in our farests. Let me

say that every member on this side will have a chance to have
imput into this debacte. We are as well aware as anyone on the other side
or anyone im the Province of the value of our forestry to the economy

of this Province. People, Mr, Speaker, for ten, twenty or £ifzy vears
nave been challenging the government, have been saying-before this
budworm debate is over, it may have been a blessing in disguise, Mr.
Speaker; the budworm may have been & blessing in disguise because there
were pecple who, knew forestry io this Province who were questioning the
abilicy of our ferases without the budworm to continue to yield an
aliowable cut for the paper companiles over the next twenty~five or thirty years,
without a budworw Spray programme. Because of the kind of forest management
we have had in this Province questions were being raised as to whether

or not our forestry could sustaln the production of the two paper companies
let alone a third onme,without a budworm situation. The only reason was
that there were some deep~rocted fears about the kind of forest management
that we were witnessing in this company both by the Crown and by the two
paper companies involved.
Mr. Speaker, the damage to date — we have five

million cords dead on the stump that without a salvage programme will

be lost. A salvage programme will accomplish two things, lr. Speaker]

it will give the Provinee the benefit, the economic benefit that comes
from using that f£ive million cords of wood in whatever capacity it is

used;
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Mr. Flight: going after that wood, we would put in the forest
access roads that we need to practice the forest management that minister
talks about so much, the thinning, the reforestation, the reseeding,
The rpads have to go in anyway, so we might as well put them in now
into the areas that have the dead timber in the process of taking
out the dead timber and saivaging %, and using it in a way that it
will have some economic benefit to this Province. [n the process
of doing that we will be opening up our forest stands for re-seeding,
reforestation, thinning and all of the things that will be needed anyway
if we are going te quarantee that we will have a growth that can sustain
our pulp operations over the next twenty o twenty-five, thirty, or
forty or fifty years.

Mr. Speaker, a1l that has heen happening,
the people of this Province have been concerned and have askad questions
of the minister- what are the alternatives to a spray programme? What
is the effect of a spray programme? And, Mr. Speaker, except in
general terms the minister has not addressed himself totally to ane
af the cuestions asked. He has never indicated as to whether or
not this Province has looked at an export market. He has never
indicated whether or not this Province is leeking at  real reforestation.
There is a great fear going out in this Province, Mr. Speaker, that
we are going into a spray programme in a way that we may get on a treadmill,
If the Minister af Farestry was in a position to stand up and say
we are going to spray this year, but at the same time we are spraying
we are going to bring in effect, we are going to put in place a
reforestation programme that might two years down the road make it
possible for us to pull out of the spray programme, then maybe the
people of this Province would accept it. They may accept the
spray far one year, and accept the dangers that goes with it.  But,
My, Speaker, there is more and more reason to believe that we have
started a spray programme with nothing else in mind but a spray
programme and next year we will spray again, and next year we will spray
again. The hon. the Minister of Mines and Energy shakes his head.
Welly ! would 1ike to be able ta shake my head. 1 have seen no statement

by the Minister of Forestry that would indicate that we are aiving
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Mr. Flight; consideration at this stage other than the spray
programme.

The spray programme, Mr. Speaker, will have the
effect of adding one year to the life of a tree, if we spray for
ten years we will extend the Tife of that tree, assuming it is not
cut, for ten years. Mr. Speaker, we are going to be spraying
trees that Price (Nf1d.) will not use far twenty years. We have o
today in this Province hundreds and thousands, Lf mot millions
of cords of overmatured timber. The paper companies at this point in
time have harvested the most econemical timber, that is, timber that
is tocated closest to the mills. That is ane of the reasons, Mr.
Speaker. It is common knowledge hased on research that the budworm
attacks overmatured timber, and it has eaten its way out of overmatured
timber, 7t wiTl then go into the second growth.

Anc when the budworm fnfestation problem started
in this Province there was plenty of overmatured timber and the
pecple responsibie did not move. They did not move. They did not
say to the paper cnmpanies: Goin and start harvesting. Leave the
second growth alone. Let us go in and take the gvermatured. They
did rot move %o put in access roads to get into the overmatured. it
appears that from 7971 to 1975, Mr. Speaker, there was no concern
whatspever about the spruce budworm was doing to the forests of this
Province, There was an awareness, but there was no concern. There
was no corrective action taken.  And suddenly in 1977 with the paper
companies doing tours an their Timits, bringing pecple in and showing
them the disaster, showing them the damage, the Minister of Forestry
panicked, and said that we have a panic situatien on cur hands, we
have to spray.

And, Mr. Speaker, there is a fear in this Province,
there is a deep rooted Fear and a2 real cne maybe that the Province is
going into something that they know nothing about. They have not -
bean able to answer the guestions on the long-term effects of either
Matacil or any of the other chemicals that have been talked about.

You hear the Minister of Forestry, Mr. Speaker, saying that if people use
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Mr, Flight: Rald they should not be worried about a spray
programme.  No wonder the people of this Province, Mr. Speaker, mistrust
the authoritises who are talking on behalf of government. It is up

to a person’'s self, I know hundreds of pecple, Mr. Speaker, who

uses Raid, byt they take all sorts of percautions with 1t, but at least
it is their choice if they want to submit, if they want to - anyone

who wants to use Raid, if they want to subject themselives or their
children to any possible side affects detrimental of raid, they make
the decision. But when we go into 2 massive spray programme, Mr,
Speaker, where we know that we can only account for 30 per cent

of the insecticide used landing, and we have no idea where the other

70 per cent goes then suddenly pecple have been subjected to a

danger ovar which they have no control. Seventy per cent

717
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MR, FLIGHT: of the spray that would be sprayed
in this ferest based on research done in other regions indicates
that only thirty per cent of the spray used can be accounted for,
And we are spraying within one-sixth of a mile of towns in this
Province koowing that seventy per cent of the spray can go any-~
wheré, not knowing where it is going to go. We are spraying over
watersheds. It is obvious, Mr. Speaker, that the most productive
parts of our forest are ln the river valleys and arpund the lakes,
because any hon. wmembers who took the time zo look at the areas
to be sprayed, vou will fiad thac., And, Mr. Speaker, the Miniscer
of Forestry savs that paper companiles had no input inte vhere
we gpray, It is significant to note the majoricy of the areas to
be gprayed are either areas that are presently undercut or areas
that the companies will cur over the next two to thres yvears.

It 43 significane, r. Speaker, that
practicaily every headwater in thias Province that means anything
to the economy by way of wildlife or salmon rums, practically
every headwater in this Province i3 going to be sprayed. And the
people who have made the decision to spray know no more about
what Mataecil will do than I know about flying to the moon and
back,

Mr, Speaker, I am surprised in
an ared such as Port au Port, the great salmen fishing rivers,
Robinsons, Flat Bay, Harrys, Fishels, Highlands, that have
contributed greatly over the years to the inshore sport fishery,
and of course Lt provided the basls for our salmen rums, provided
and fed the commercial salmon, 1T am surprised that we have not -
had more pecple uprising and demanding that before vou spray you
will tell us categorically, and they have got a right to de that,
the people of this Province have a right to be told that the
Government of Newfoundland, whe 1s about to undertake a spray =
programme, can tell them defindtively what will be the adverse

effect of this spray programme. 13 thers a danger to our fish
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MR, FLIGHT: population? Is there a danger to
the wildlife population of this Province?

And, Mr., Speasker, the Minister of
Forestry not in one statement . not only the Miniater of Forestry;
the Minister of Health, the Minister of the Environment, the
Premier, not in one definitive statement have they assured
the people of Newfoundland that they are aware of what the
side effects of the spray programme will be.

The thing {s, Mr. Speaker, we all
know that it will not k1ill the budwerm. It will prolong the life
of the tree for one year, So 100 vears from now we will stdll
be spraying to proleng the life of the tree for anothar vear.

We will keep trees in this Province alive for 100 years. And in
the precess we may wipe out everything else {n the Province.

Mr. Speaker, it is Interesting,
everything that I have seen done as a member {n this House, most
everything that was ever brought in, Mr. Speaker, ia a pracedent.
We are only twenty-six years old as a Province and we seem to
lean for legislation, the Minister of Tourism with his hunter
capabilicty test zays it is rotally,l think,New Brunswick's -

Hew Brunswick's?

MR, CALLAMN: Yesg, it is,

MR. FLIGHT: > Tozally New Brumswick's, that i{s goad.
MR, CALLAN: PC you see.

MR, FLIGET: That is understandable, Se, !r. Speaker,

if we are gciéw to take that kind of an attitude, if the legislation

we are golng to bring intc this House I3 going to be based on legislation
en precendents set in other Provinces, it would do well te apply the

same principle to feresctry., And I will read, Mr. Speaker, some members
aave probably read this, but here is the hon. Vincent MacLean,

¥ova Scotia's Minister of Lands and Farests, and it has got to be
undarstandable that any Newfoundland persen, anyone in Newfoundland

who has read this has got to question the logic of Mr. MacLean

.
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MR. FLIGHT: as opposed to the logic of
the Newfoundland Covernment in supportinp and folsting
on Hewfoundland the gspray progranme,

"We feel that it is far better
from a forestry point of view to suffer our loses now rather
thar spray and érclang the inevitable, as New Brunswick
has done. The forests of New Brunswick,"” now this is the
Ministar of Forestry in Nova Scotia, "The forests of New
Brunswick afcer twenty-five yeras of spraying cercainly are
not the eavy of anyone involved in proper forest managesment.”
After tvency-five years spraying, this minister and his colle
had the courage, faced with just as serious a budworm problem

in Nowa Scotia as we have {a Hewfoundland, a Province whose

M - 3

agues

economy depends just as much on the forestry as ours doss, has

the courage to say, '"We will face our loses now and
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ME. FLIGHT: as opposed

to spraying we will consider the alternatives. And it
appears to be working. The egg mass count in Nova Scoria
{s down to 30 per cent without a =zpray programme. The
egg mass count in New Brupnswick is up 40 per cenr with a
spray programme., So¢ obvicusly, the spray programme has
had no effect on the budworm itself.

Jow, Mr. Speaker, let us get
into the affects, the dangers of the chemical that we are
going to use, It is a fact, Mr. Speakar, that whether one
wants to read anything in this or not, Hatacil 1s not
ragistered Iin the United States for sale. The liinister of
Ferestry has leaned time and time again on the fact that
3ix or seven federal agencies have approved Matacil.

Well, the fact is the minister knows that those six or
seven federal agencles know anothing about the adverse

affects of Matacil and have not tested Matacil, and are

not aware and could not give any evidence at all based

an any research which they have donme of the side effects

of Matacil zo the environment, its ability to break down

in water, the effect on the nervous system of people or
adimals, wildlife, but ;;:, Mr. Speaker, in aplte of the
fact that the Forestry Advisory Commirtee because of these
reasons strongly oppose the use of Matacell and recommended
that penetrithioun be used. The minister decided to use
Mavacdil, and as a result, people in this Province are
asking, My are we using Matacil when we de not know the

long term - or short term, for that matter - adverse effects
vn our ecology? Reyve's Syndrome, Mr. Speaker . It was
interesting +A few nights ago on T.V. there was a documentary
on Reve's Syndrome, and the case was made that there have

been seven ar eight tases of Reye's Syndrome uncovered in

~)
ot
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MR. FLIGHT: Teronte this past year or so,
and obvicusly, there has not been a spray programme in
Torento, but it i3 very, very pertirent that the medical
authorities rthere satd they believe that esvery case of
Reye's Syndrome in Toronto was associated with the use
of a pesticide, that that child was exposed to pesticide.
The fact is that all the research that has been done up
to this point shows thar Reye's Syndrome comes as a rtesult
of exposure to a pesticide., And, Mr. Chalirman, we are
about to expose a lot of ocur population teo a pesticide,
one which we know nothing about, and we are goilng to do
it on the pretext that that is the only seluticn to the
Forestry problem in this Province.
Mr. Speaker, there is nc short
term danger to the wood supplies of the paper companies of
the Province. The spruce budworm is not posing a serious
short term threatj- it is the long term threat we are
talking about. Now, Mr. Speaker, when we talk leng term,
we have already passed six years and we have deone nothing.
Long term can only be twenty years, one third of that is
gona. Had we been practicing proper forest management,
had we been thinning, had we been re-seeding with strains
of timber that were less susceptible to the budworm, we

might not be in the position today te have to force a

spray programme on a province, a spray programme that may
have no esffect whatscever in helping to control the

budwerm - indeed, it will net - hut will place the health

of our pecple and the well~being of our ecology in jeopardy.

Mr. Speaker, I do not have ir to
read from here now, but I have read articles where four
million birds in one spray programme in New Brumswick were
killed ~ documented, four million birds in 1975, And

the minister stands up and says, 'There is no evidence that

796t
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MR, FLIGHT: there is any danger to the
environment.'

Mr., Speaker, we did an
experimental spray pregramme last summer and I simply
ask that the Environment pesple would ge back now into
the aresa we sprayed. They know the bird population for
last ysar. They know as they did thedir monitoring
whether there was a good populaction of bird life in the

area.
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Mr, Flight: They know the popuiation of the shrew. They
know the conditions in the watersheds and the ponds in the area

that they sprayed. Why ara they refusing to g0 in now and determine
if the bird Tevels and the insect levels and the fish levels zre as
was then. That {s the kind of thing we have to know, Mr. Speaker,
We do not want to go back into a forest next Summer and find that
gverything including the natural enemy, and there are natural enemies
in this Province of the budworm, they have all been killed. khy
dees not the Minister of the Envirorment send his peaple back into
those areas and determine what the long-term effact of that spray
programme was, and then come out and tell the people of NewFourdland.
And if the bird population {5 the same and the jnsect population is
the same, and there is no apparent damage to our fish, then fine.
Tell the people that type of thing, and you may not aet the kind of
opposition to a spray progranme that is building up in this Province
right now.

Mr. Speaker, another thing that has not been
done in this Province when we are talking about the spray programme,
in defending & spray programme, I have not seen printed -
and certainiy I as a member of the Oppesition with no mere research
assistance =  the research staff that we have cannot he expected
to reel these figures off the top of my head, but I would if [ were

the minister I do not know what Price {Nfld.} and Bowaters
required last year as a cut. What was their allowable cut,for
instance, Tast year? Any debate as to whether or not the forests of
this Province arein jeopardy because of the spruce budworm infestation
would be premature unless the minister,defending his spray programme,
could tell the people of Newfoundland axactly what Price's and
Bowater's requirements were last year, what they will be for the
next eight or ten or fen gr fifteen years.

It is very well for an official of Price (NFfld.}

or the minister or an official of Bowaters or any sther paper company

to stand up and say that if he does not spray the operation will be in



May 29, 1978 Tape 3610 PK - 2

Mr. Flight: jeopardy. That is a pretty vague statement when
we are looking at millions of acres of wood in this Province. They
have not scratched the surface on their 1imits. [ saw a recommendation
not long aga thaf appears to me to make a lot of sense, that it is
time we toock a Took at the Timits that those paper companies have,
We knmow that they have practiced bad forest management. They have
not practiced any forast management. Forest management, their
way of practicing it,where there are millions of cords of wood on
their Timits that will never benefit this Province, and would never
have benefited if there had not been a spruce budworm problem and
would never have been cut. e know that. But we need to know
to determine whether or not the spokesman for Price and Bowaters
are right. We need to know how much wood they cut per year. And
how much they are proposing to cut for the next six, seven or efoht
or nine vears as {0 whether or not their wood supply is indeed en-
dangered. We do not have those kinds of facts. Why does not the
minister tell the pacple of Newfoundlandy By and Targe most people
in Newfoundland are fairiy educated. Let them retate to the amount
of wood that we require to go on,to maintain our forestry as we know
it now, to the amount of wood that is in jeopardy that will die over
the next eight or ten or fifteen years as opposed to a blanket statement
saying,We have to spray.0ur forest industry is in jeopardy.'

Mr. Speaker, I have a statement here somewhere
that would frighten you to death. Listen to this, the Minister of
forestry for New Brunswick says this,"I do not like to see people
dying. This is one of the things that [ reaily would not like to
see, but at the same time knowing the forest is as it is, my decision
would have to be with the forest) That is a statement from the

Minfster of Forestry in New Brunswick -

MR.F.ROWE: What did he say?
MR, FLIGHT: -'1 do not Tike to see people dying.'’ And

by the way,te the hen. the Leader of the Opposition,l was not aware
of it when he asked me a few days ago, but British Columbia have
pulled gut of the spray programme.

Al HON. MEMHER: Right.
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Mr. Flight: Pulled out of it, pulled out because they
admitted publicly that they did not know what they were doing, and
until they were sure, until they had a Pasticide Act, and until they
were in a position to monitor and determine what the long-tem
adverse affects of a spray programme were, they would not go into
it.

The Minister of Health in a recent press release
in Newfoundland indicated,one could read into it, that the forest is
more important than people. He indicated that in a press release
that he made recently , within this past week, depending on how azne
read the press release, But our pecple are frightened. They do not

need those kinds of statements from the Minister af Health.

MR, H.COLLINS: (Inawdible) stuck in my craw {Iazudible)

MR. NEARY: What is that?

SOME HON. MEMBERS; Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: What is that?  What was that remark?
SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR, FLIGHT; It could be interpreted as saying

that, As a matter of fact, as the minister -
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MR. FLIGHT: knows {t was Interpretad as saying
that. People in the media Iin Newfoundland interpret that statement
ag being that. 8o I am not plasing my {nterpretation. I am
simply saying that the people of this Province— he sald,

"The rezson we are into this debate is to try fo ease the

minds of the peovle in this Province who are concerned as to

what a gpray programme will do to their children, their

Province and their -

MR, NEARY: They want to stnp 1t,
MR, FLIGHT: It is the ministry who has the

expertise available to them tn answer., 1f the ministers were
prepared to give the people of this Province all the evidence,

or admit they de not have the evidence -

MR,. HMEARY: They do not have it
MR, FLIGHT: - say, "We are golng anyway. We are

going Lo spray anyway, regardless.” And chat is the situaticn we
are into, Mr. Spesker. We are going to apray regardless,

I have a2 statement hers -

MR. H, COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
MR. SPEAKER: A peint of order.
MR, B. COLLINS: {Inaudible) because the

record might show that the hon. member made the statement that I
was more concerned about thae forests of this Province than I was
about the health of the people. I cannot permit that te go on

the record unchallenged and I would -

MR, FLIGHT: I withdraw (inaudiblej.
MR. K. COLLINS: ~ I would ask the hon., member to withdraw

that scatement, Mr, Speakar.
MR, NEARY: Te that point of order, Mr, Speaker.
Mr, Spesker, what my hon, friend sald,

it would appear from remarks and press releases and statements made
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MR, NEARY: by the hon. gentleman, it would appear
that the hon, gentleman was more concerned about trees than he was
about people and thar is a fact, Sir, because evervbody in this
Province heard what the hon, gentleman said, including the hon.
gentleman's constituents in Gander and that is the way they
interpreted his statement, Sir.

Now the hon. member for Windsor-Buchans
(Mr. ¥light) is not responsible for writing the minister's
press releases, The hon, gentleman should be more careful in
his cheolce of words., In my opinion, Sir, it Is just a matter
of cpinion between two hon, gentlemen, Sir, and there is no
point of order.

MR. SPEAFTR (DZ. COLLINS): Is the hon., member rising is support

of the peinr of order?

AN HON. MEMBER: o, Yo,
MR, SPEAKER: The isaue in the point of order is

whether the hon. member for Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Flight)} has
interpreted an alleged statement by the hon. ministsr in such
a way that it leads Zo an Impression that the hon. minister d4id not
feel he gave or thought he gave.

I chink this is more than just
a difference of opinion between two members., Hon, members will
reallze that a statement cannot be made to be in order Lif i:
is out of order on its own strength., It cannot be made to be
in order if 1t is ascribed to someone else or used in a hypothetical
situation. So I would have to ask the hon. member 1f he would withdraw

the statement unless he -

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR, SPEAKER: Crder, please! I would point out that

when a ruling is given from the Chair It assists the Chzir greatly
if hon. members do not interrupt.

I would ask the hon, memember for
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MR, SPEAKER: Windsor-Buchans {Mr. Flight) 1if he
would withdraw the statement uniess he is himself making a
charge. 1In other words, if he 15 reporting what someone else
is stating but not himself holding that opindon,as this would
relate to a ruling that the Speaker made earlier today, but if
he 15 himself making a definitive statement, a definitive
charge in that regard, well this would be an entirely different
matter.

MA, FLIGHT: Mz, Speaker, I have nec desirs to
make any definirdive accusations. I simply put an interpretation,
I am entitled to interpret. When I read a press rolease

it 1s up to me to interpret. Newfoundland has got to do lt,
the people who it is directed to, and I simply interpreted

it as meaning - it could be read that way, T said. I have

no desire to embarrass the mindstar. My concern is not wizh
the minister at this partiecular time, Mr. Speaker, it is with
the spray programme, the effeczs it will have on this Province,
and whether or not it is necessary, belng just as concerned and
just as Imowledgeable about the valus of our forests as the
ministry, as that minister or any other minister. My concern
at this time is not making political points or embarrass the
miniszer. It is to gee that the right - fry to expose this
gitnation and try to force that government to prove that they
are doing the only and the right and the proper thing and that
the better interest of this Province is in mind.

Let me read from this -« cbvlously here
is a source that Is geing to have to be considared, Mr. Speaker,
cne of the ministers in spezking Iin some Question Pericd a faw
davs ago,indicared that we were making a political issue out
of the spruce budworm effect. Listen to what MacTaggart Cowan,
former Chalrman of the Scilence Council of Canada said, per se,

generally about spraying. "The actual ocperation control prograsme .
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HR. FLIGHT: is so complex and chactie that
axcept {n the crudest sense we have no knowledge of how much
spray will actually reach the spruce budworm or whare the
remainder will lodge in any given operation.” And you wonder
why the people in Gander are cencerned? They are going to
spray over Gander Lake. And here is the pgst Chairman of

the Science Council of Canada saying that we have no idea

where the majority of 1t will ledge.

4
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MR, FLIGHT: “"MeTaggart Cowan, fermer
Chairman of the Regearch Couneil of Canada, said that
research into effects of the budworm programme done to
date lacks vigour, planning and control, and one wouders
whether there has been more concern with appearing busy
than shedding light on the visks and the benefits. 1If
those kinds of stactements coming from those kinds of
qualified people do not leave the people of Newfoundland
wondering who is telling the truth, who 1s withholding
what, does not make them worry, frightened to death as
to just what will be the long term effects of the progranmme
ve are geing dnro:

Mr. Speaker, héving moved this
motion then it is my understanding that ft will be my
responsibiiity to close the debate.

MH. 1, CARTER: A poinc of order, Mr. Speaker.

I do not think the hon. gentleman will have a chance to
ciose the debate. This is not that type of a motion.

I would like that clarified and I would like the introducar
of that motion to know that before we close down.

MR. FLIGHT: I thank the hon. member,

¥Mr. Speaker, When I have a5 pueh experience in parliamenzary
procedure ~

MR, SPEAXER: (Dr. Callins) Order, please! That poinc

that wag brought up may not become an active issue in

actual fact, but it will be looked fnto and I will inform

the hen. menber before the afternoon is out.
MR. FLIGHT: Mr, Speaker, as I understaad it

I have roughly four or five minutes left, I will say now that
maybe cne of the most important side effects of the proposed

spray programme ig te focus attention of the people of this

/:/’?C? /;? i

{
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MR, FLIGHT: Province en the lack, the
total and abselute lack of forest management or toetal
lack of concern for what has been going on Ln our forests
up te this point ia time,

In 1971 we had the message that
our forests were under a severe budworm attack., Nothing
happened. Nothing happened this past four years, so
maybe, Mr. Speaker, one of the effects of the spruce
budworm coentroversy will be to focus attention again on
the lack of concern that we, as a province, have had on
one of our most vital and most important areas of our
econonmy.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
Forestry has said, 'We will spray regardless of what the
people think,' We said that. And, Mr. Speaker, I would
say again that I do not beiieve in government by
referendum, but T tell the minister that if the opposition
to that spray programme builds up to the extens that I
expect it to build up, 1f the petitions come into this House
that I expect to come in, then he will find out thas
75 per cent or 80 per cent of the population of this Province
will be against the spray programme and he will have their
names. Now if he is going to go ahead and spray then in
spite of that kind of representationizthen we may as well
shut down this House of Assembly and declare this a
dictatorship.

Mr. Speaker, the people of this
Frovince are wovried, They are not getting the answers.
They have been given no evidence that the spray programme
as proposed by the Department of Forestry will have any
effect in lessening the budworm infestation. They are
frightened that ia spite of 4ll sorts cof presentations

opposing it the government 1s showing a lack of concern

M\»Wo’s
oy
)
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MR, PLIGHT: for the health and welfare of

the people by deliberately spraying watersheds, deliberately
spraying within quarters of miles, one-sixth of a mile

of any given town. We are still intc an experimental stage.
There are millions of acres of valuable wood on Bowatars
limirs and Price limits and Crowan limits that could have
been sprayed this year in what is really anly our second
year in what 1s the emphasis of a sprasy programme.

But inatead they callously decided to spray the headwatar,the
water supplies, the fringes of municipalities, towns in chis
Province where there will be a direct =~ Mr, Speaker whenoue

considers this:»
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MR, FLIGHT: If there is any possibility at ail

that the chemical Mataecil can have an adverse effact on people's
healthythen we are going to spray the veople, w2 are going to

test the people. We are going te be guinea pilgs. Because we

could have taken the same acreage, If we are going to spray

one million acres in Newfoundland today we could have selected

that million acreage without say fear that the population areas

of this Province would have been effected, that 1s, effected direectly,
by the spray. BEut insctead we selected arsas that guarantee ‘that
seventy per cent of the spray that we are gping to release from

chose aircraft might indeed fall on populated arsas in this Province,
How does that make sense? Is there any member cn thar side of the
House who believes that there may be z millionth of a chance that
Maracll may adversely effect the health of our people, that there

is a danger, knowing that that is a possibility we will stand up

and defend the government's attitude to spray water supplies, to
spray towns, to spray within ane-sixth of a mile of a ccmmunity?
That 15 sbsolutely stupid? That is absolutely callous and

stupld and irresponsible to have aver selected the sites that

are indizated on that map. We have all kinds, millions of zcres

of second growth, the kind of timber we are out to protect, and loock what
we decided. I want to hear the minister indicating, he has

been asked a question already, Mr. Speaker, why the sites selected,
why indeed they were selected, the sites selected within a mile,
within cne-gixth of a mile, within one~half & mile of populated
areas.

And, Mr. Speaker, to allude to scmething

elge. The minister is lucky in a sense. There is zot in this
year's programme anyway and there may not be in next year's programme,

therz is no intention of spraying the Avalon Peninsula., And 1

7Y
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MR. FLIGHT: suspect thar may have been deliberace,
I do not know what the percentage of infestation is on the
Avalon Penipsula. But I suspect that if the word went qut
rhat the Avalon Peninsula, the environs of 5t. John's were
to be sprayed, we would have another demonstration im front
of this building. But by and large the greatest percentage
of the population of Newfoundland {s on the Avalon Peninsula,
concentrated in the 5, John's area and away from - they are
not afraid of the effects of Matacil or any spray belng used,
But I suspect Lif the peaple outside of 5t. Jolm's who fntend to
get involved and intends to oppose the spray program, if they
suddenly get the sympathy of the people on the Avalon Peninsula,
of the people in St. John's and that porticn of the population
comes out opposed to the spray program,or not necessarily opposed
to the spray program but simply demanding that the government indicate
that they are aware of what that spray program is going to do im
this Province, cthatig the issue in this debate. We are not opposed
to the spray program. We are simply saylng that we are entitled to
know what the effect will be and whether or not it wiil do anything
te improve our forests or to add years te the trees. What will it
de to our environment? That is the purpose of this debate, not to
appose a spray program per se but so that we as a government are able
to tell the people of this Province just what they can expect as a
result of the spray progran, what the long-term adverse effects will
be and what the short-term benefits will be.

And te this point, Mr. Speaker, the Government of
dewfoundland have failed dismissally to do this to the pecple and as a
result we have the kind of proteast that we are about to see shaping up
in this Province right mew. As a result we have people worrled, concerned
and afrald with no proof of what they are tisking. 1f the govermment
could indicate that this s the only pessibility and that there are net

other alternatives, that the spray program in itself will have a

Y -
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MR. FLIGHT: financlal or any other beneficial effeecr, and If the
government could indicate what we can expect as adverse effects, what
effect it will have on ocur environment, on the health and well-being of
our pecple,maybe we would not see the kind of opposition we are going
to see, Mr. Speaker. To this point the government have not addressed
chémselves to what the people of Newfoundland fear with regards to
the spray program that is presently being ferced on them without them
having had the benefir of any imput,

Thank you, Mr., Speaker.
MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! If the hen. members will permit me
just for one mowent, The question has come up whether the hon. member
who moved the motion can speak again in the debate and to clarify this
perhaps I could just read subsection (k) of Standing Order 533 which
states as follows: "A reply shall be allowed te the mover of a substantive
motion but uot to the mover of an asmendment to the previous question or
an instruction to a committee." So the question comes down to whether
this 13 a substantive motion or not and I would refer hon. members to

Erskine May,



May 29,1978 Tape ilo. 3614 A=

MR, SPEAKER: {br.Collins) page 277 which states as follows, parsg
way dewn the page. "The motion that this House do now adjourn moved when
there is no question before the House is a form of substantive worion.”
$o this motion that we are now debating is a substantive motionsytherefore
the hon. member would have the opportunity to close the debate 1f the
oceasion arises.

The Leader of the Opposition.
MR WL 20U It appears nobody wants to speak over on the other side

Mr. Speaker, I will certainly yield and have the back and forth type

aGf -
MRLJ,CARTER: I am prepared to speak.
MALW.ROWE: A8 long as I am not giving up ay right to apeak,

3ir. Obviously somebody has to rise, But it is understood, Sir, that

in yielding I can speak later,

R, SPEAKER: {Dr.Collins) It i5 understocd that the hon. Leader of the
Spposition has uot spoken but is yielding his place.to the hon. member
far bt. Jenn's Horvth.

MR, HAYNARD: Mr, Speaker, I just want to get clarification. Can

we speak more than once on this motion or is that -

S0 HON.MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: (Dr.Collins) Order, please! Perhaps I could clarify. The
mover of the motion,which has now been clarified as being a substantive
motion,may speak in closing the debate. 3o he may speak twice , but
other hon. members would speak in the normal way, that is,for forty-five
minutes.except that the Premier and the hon. Leader of the Opposition
would have their own prerogatives in this regard.

Did I understand that the hon. member for St.Jolm's
Horth was about te speak?
MR, W.ROWE: As long as I have it understood I reserve the right to speak.
MR, BPEAKER: (br.Colldins; it is understcood the hon. Leader of the
Opposition has not spoken in the debacte. If the hon. member for St.
John's Horth speaks, that is understood.

Hon. member for St. Joha's Nerth.
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MR.J.CARTER: Hr. Speaker, I think that there are some points
that should be made in this debate and the first one I would like to
make is that chemicals can be good servants but bad masters; chenicals
in chat sense are like fire., And the question arises should we leave
the present infestation that we have Lo nature or should we attempt
to do something about it? What should our attempts be?

1f we do nothing presumably nature will heal these

scars in one Rundred or two hundred years.

iR, WHITH: Or ten or fifteen or twenty.
. JLCARTER: The hon. member said ten or £ifteen . It cannot

nappen in ten or fifteen years by natural means because the spruce

budworm will go watil it is chetcked by lack of food or some =~

MR, WHEITE : {Inaudible) 1704
R, JLCARTER : There is another factor tnat che hon. member

is overlooking, I would appreciate no interruptions but however 1

an prepared to deal with leglitimate points as they come up. One of the
points that has been made of course 1s that this present spruce budworm
infestarion,or raally 1t should be called a £ir budwormsl supposesbecause
the tree that it attacks is a fir tree and not & spruce tree. It is

pratty voracicus and it will eag almost aay kind of coniferous tree but

it seems to prefer the fir tree. Of courseythe fact that we have mismanaged
the woods for so many decades means that there has been massive regrowtis

of fir traes that have grown so closely together that a spruce budworm
merely has to turn its bead to be chewing on another tree. It does not
have any difficuliry getting from tree to tree so it is able to go througn
these trees like wildfire and that is one of the reasons why we have such

a heavy infestation. In an ordinary virgin forest or erown c¢limax forest
this would not be the case. Therewould be scme specie mix and some tress -
would die and others would, Bbecause of the yoom left to them, would be

able to grow that much better and would take thedir place and you would

nardly notice. There is always sometaing in the woods chewing at laaves

and trees. Imsects should not be regarded as invaders,they are perfectly <
natural. Itis only when the insect population gets out of contrel that

they are a danger and a protlem as the spruce budworm now Is.
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R, J.CARTER: S5¢ if we do net do anything, given the state

of the woods as they are now,with all due deference to the merber for
Lewisporte (Mr.White),if we do not do anything we are looking at about
one hundred to two hundred years before the weods look after themselves,
by the time all the crowded fir trees are killed off and replaced by
another species that can perhaps hold and regenerate itszelf in our

forest land.
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Mr, J. Carter: Now [ am told that it fakes a spruce
budworm about five years to kill a tree, that a tree can sustain
a bad attack one year, it eats some of the needles, there is still
enough vigor Teft in the tree to produce more new buds for the

next year and this can happen perhaps as Tong as five years before
a tree is finally finished by the spruce budworm, 5o 1f im any
point in its infestation the attack can be stopped so as the

tree is given a breathing space presumabiy then it will live for
another five years. In pther words, if in year three you can
somehow give it a breathing space it may then take until year eight
before it is killed even given -

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, no! Oh, no!

MR. J. CARTER: I have watched trees, infested trees, and,
you know,I have observed them, | am not just talking off the top of
my head, I have observed this, and I am concerned about it. And my
observations plus what [ have read lead me to believe that if a
coniferous tree is given a breathing space,its natural ability to
regenerate itself that it will last for, you know, it will last for
another few years before it is finally kiiled. How, of course, if
the infestation is particularly heavy the tree will perhaps die in
less than five years, and if the infestation is slight it may 1ive for
ten or fifteen years; and it may assume peculiar shapes if the
top is killed and the bottom branches fan out. And, of course, whether
the tree survives or not it is anly of academic interest because it is
so misshapened that it is no good for a saw log, it is not much good
far timber: or for pulp wood, it is probably only good for firewood,
and it is a misshapen thing, it is more in the way than anything else.
So spraying is only a stopgar.solutien
as far as I am concerned, I do not think anyone in their right senses
thinks that we have in order to maintain our forests we should spray
gyery year. I do not think we should spray all of our forests, [ think
spraying is not the ideal answer. [ do not necessarily rely on
spraying of the woods to solve our problem. The solution to our

problems are much mors long-term.  And at the end of the few remarks
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Mr. J. Carter: I have to make I will! make some particular
recommendations that I think would help aut.
You know,we have to make the choicesdo we want
a forest industry or do we not?  And what i3 gur forest industry
worth to us.  2nd what can it be worth to us?
I think hon. gentlemen should be very, very
grateful that this is 1978 and not 1878, 2ecause if we had an
infastation back in 1878 and tried to attack it chemically,what
kind of chemicals would we have had at our disposal? Now medieval
man used Bordeaux mixture which is a mixture of 1ime and copper
suTfate, which is quite poisonous, and not degradable. Our ancestors
in the Tast century had arsemic of lead, I do not know if hon. gentiemen
would prefer arsenic of lead. That is not deoradable or self-degradable.
If you spread that around your house and come back in 5,000 years
it is still just as Yethal, just as poisonous, and probably just
as much of it arcund, So | am glad there is no arsenic of lead
being proposed. I am oTad thers is no calcium arsenate, I am glad
there is no mercurybfﬂhlﬂfid? all these are extremely dangerous,
very toxic, poiscnous, and theaeaah peopte die from them is a2 horrible
ane. Sa thank goodness we are not Tiving in the last century.
The . chemfcals that we propose to use today at least have a
very short 1ife, and they revert to harmiess elements very shortly.
Now a few years ago there was guite a fuss
about ppT and Aldren, Aldren was an insecticide that was mixed in
the fertilizer, and proved to be & boon against all sorts of root maggots
and cutworms and varipus insects that attack crops. But it was found %o
presist.%t persisted in the soil, and it presisted in the tissues
of animals that ate material that had been sprayed or protected by
Aldrenyand it accumulated.  Although a persen could incest some of it
without any apparent harm,it stored itself in the body fatr, and once
the person, for one reason or another last weight either arcidentally
ar on purpose,then this dDT or Aldrenythese particuiar chemicals,would
reassart themselves, would reappear and cause problems. 3o these

have been banned and very wisely so.
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MR, J. CARTER: And a great maay crops do not
need to be spraved. Aromatic crops, herhs, onlons,
certain types of floewers,- calendulas, I think, are
resigtant to insect attack, because they are aromatic,

S¢ the problem does not exist, does not cecur for all
crepa. In facgy, it has been estimated that only a very
small percentage of the world's crops need to be protected
by spray of any kind. And also, most of mankind's efforts
against insect attack and disease is done by breeding
resistance stock, For inscance, there ig now rust-resistant
wheat and canker~resistant potato, and In timeyperhaps,
there will be a spruce budworm resistant fir fres, but
there is not at the moment. This would be the loug
term hope,.

But in the meantime, what do
you do while these resistant strains are being developed?
And T think of a particular farmer in Coledale, Alberta,
wvho by himself farms 2,300 acres of land, A lot of it is
grain and a lot of it 1is potatees. And when his potatoes
break through the ground he seté them with a potats planter.
When his potatoes break through the ground,there is the
Colorado potato beetle just walting to devour them. So
he 'phones up the apray 'plane and asks them zo come in,and
they spray his acreage with some relaclvely vapidly degrading
chemical and che Celorvrado porato beetle 13 conquered. And
he goes ahead and has a good ecrop of potatoces.

And I would like heon. zentleamen
opposite,and in fact all hon. gentlemen, to consider this
following fact. I deo not miad a perscn being agalnst a
particular spray - I think we sheuld all look before we
leap — but are the hon. gentlemen making a fuss about

Matacll and yet sitting down and eating apples or having



May 29, 1978 Tape 3616 EC - 2

MR, J. CARTER: a feed of pork and cabbage
vhen they go home, because those two ereps, apples
and cabbage - apples particularly - are spraved once a

week during their bearing lifatime.

MR, FLIGHT: With Matacil? .
MR, J. CARTER: Hot with Matacil, bur with

various chemicals that presumably degrade. But an apple
tree is first sprayed with something te cut down the
amount of blossom, because the hybrid apple tree would
produce so many apples that it would break its hranches.
And then 1t is sprayed against various insect attacks

en the average of once a week during its entire Yifetine,
How I cannot see a person being afraid of a spray 'plane
in the distance that is hopefully keeping awvay from
populated areas and from watersheds - and I would agree
with hon. gentlemen there, that these spray 'planes should
keep away from inhabited areas and from watersheds - but

I cannot see hen. gentlemen objecting to spraying infested
woods and yet at the same time not having semething to say

about cabbage and apples.

YR, WHITE: Spraying period,
MR. J, CARTER: Well, 1f the hon, gentleman wants

to cut gut all spray he had .hetter tighten his belt because

he i3 going to be a lot thinner than he 1= now and so will -
most of us, because we are supperting aa unnaturally large .
population on this earth by virtue of chemical warfare of

variocus kinds.

MR, FLIGHT: May I ask one gquesticn?
MBE. J. CARTER: Yas, Sir. %
MR, FLIGHT: Has the member familiarized himseif

with the areas being sprayed?

MR. J. CARTER: Yes, and I have alseo familarized
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MR. J. CARTER: myself with the intention of

the government not to spray when they pass over watersheds
and not to spray 1f there £3 any sign of human habiracion
so that the areas that we are galking about bheing sprayed

are, I understand, uninhabited.

MR. FLIGHT: No. You are wrong.
MR, J, CARTER: Mo, 1 realize that there

are inhabited aveas within the boundary that is to be
sprayed, as the meunber showed on the map, but, for lustanse,
any town or settlement or any habitation whatscever in

the path of the spray ‘'plane, the pilot would turn off

his spray at a sensible, reasonable distance from that
inhabited area so0 that there should be practically no drift
in any inhabited area, I think that is very important,

and I agree with the hon. gentleman when he has concerns,
but I would say that it Is my understanding that the chemical,
Matacil,is one that does self-destruct very rapidly and also
is a very specific narrow guage chemical which aims itself
at the stomach enzyme of the spruce budworm, so it is a very
concentrated attack against not the spruce budworm, but
against the stomach enzvyme of the spruce budworm, without
which it cannot digest its food and muat die of starvation

and
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MR, J, CARTER:

that this chemical is not necessarily unsafe. It is a

very specifies chemical. It is a very specific poison
against a very specific target, not even the spruce budworm
but the colenestres enzyme in the gut of the spruce budwornm.
S50 gome may not be touched by it. It depends on the
particular enzyme makeup of the gut. Se this 1s another
pednz. It is not a bread spectrum insecticide like DDT

or like aldren or like,say.the commoner poisons that

I menrtioned earlier like arsenative lead or calcium
arsinate. These are beard spectrum that kill everything,
birds, fish, mammals,man, horses, cows, sigss whatever

it gerts in contact with it will poison including rthe

hon. gentieman if he got to close to 1t or ingested any.
Also these are polsons without any antidotes and they

are very bad and thank goodness we are living in the
present century and not a hundred years ago.

So, what should we do? lMNow
thege are the recommendations I have to make and I think
hon., gentlemen opposite would agree with me. First
of all,we spray very carefully, I do not think anyoene
in their senses would suggest that we blanket all of
Hewfoundland with the spray even if we could do it.

Even if we could devise some method for blanketing
Newfoundland with spray we would not do ft. We spray
very carefully. We aveid Wwatersheds and we avoid people.
I think that is the first thing.

The second recommendation is
that either through harvese or through centrolled burning
we destroy some infested areas altogether, c¢lear out the
woods, clear out the infestation and start again where
possible. Now It may not be feasible to do this over a

wide area but some aress should be completely cleaned.

P -~
TTE >
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MR. J, CARTER:

We should investigate a specie change. Wa should look
for a tree that will grow, will survive in cur climate
which will grow faster and resist the attacks of other
spruce budworm.

Ye should encourage an
active programme of reforestation. Every time a tree
is cut a tree should be planred. We should not just
clear cut and then allow for nature t£o replant. We
should set out more woods roads, far more woods roads.
OQur forests should be accessible so that if trouble
occcurs we should be able to go where that trouble is
and deal with it promptly, effectively and quickly.
In factywe should use what I call the Royal Newfoundland
Alr Force much more acgurately as spottersyand this
spotting should be done om a proeper grid network so
that the forests of Newfoundland are kept nnder constant
monitorings,especially in the Summer . not only for fire
but for Iinsect attack, for any wumber of things that
can go wrong with our woods.

I might mention that the
State of Georgia menitors its forests on a dayilighe
to dark basis all during the year. Now of course
their elimate is different. They have no snow cover.
They have no Winter or very little Winter, Except
for when there is a snow cover,they menitor their
forests from dawn untill dark and they are on the cutlook

for forest fire, for insect agtack, for all sorts of

things that can go wrong. And they send a crew in thare
within hours of spetting any trouble. So we could
perhaps take a leaf ocut of their beok. Now it so

happens that their forest industry is worth $51.2 bhillion
a year and is growing. Ours is certainly not worth that,

but it is 2 considerable industry and one that e should

7§g%
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MR. J., CARTER:

Protect. And I am very glad that this debare is taking

place. 1 am the last one who would objlect to this debata

taking place. I am not trying to protect any particular

stand. I just think that there are some facts that all

hen. gentleman should be aware of and I make these points '

edarly in the debate while ! have a chance, =
Another thing that I think

hon. gentlemen will agree with is that we should undertake

nore resgsearck. We do not knew a lot about our ferests,

There ig a lot that we do not know and we should wndertake

more research. One of the area of research 1s tha kind

of spray or the kind of chemical that we use. And a

very encouraging line of research rhat seems to be

epening up is the possibiliey of using a mould, a

biological weapon against the spruce budwornm. There

is apparently a mildew thar attacks the spruce budworm

itself and attacks that and nothing else and is quite

harmless to man or beast and
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e, J. CARTEP- could he very safelvy spraved is this Chamber
without any danger except to any passibie moths that hon. gentlemen
might have in their clothes.

The sizth recommendatiocn that I would make,

Mr. Speabker., is that we fertilize our woods. 0Cur soils are deficient
in trace elements .They are daficlent in phosphorus, deficient in
netassium, and masasively deficient in mitrogen. They are also
deficient in lime, very sour. Even the addition of a very small amount
aof fertilizer, a careful mix of fertilizer, will increase the srowth
ring of our trees by twe or three hundred per cent, and if we have a
forest industry that is worth protecting then we should consider
farvilizing.

Tt iz also my helfaf that trees that are growing
marginally,as mest of cur forest treas are, araz thamselves much more
susceptitle to the spruce budworm than a tree that Is vigorous and
prowing rapidly. After all, it stands to reason if a tree iz growing
virorougly and rapidly, a spruce budworm has to do thét much more damage
to the tree in order te harm it, to kill it, because there is that much
more growth on the tree and that much more can be replaced that much more
quiclklv, Temember, the spruce budworm enly operates for the first few
weeks of the vear. There 1ls very littlc late seaseon growth in our trees.
Partly this is duae to sur climate but ir is also partly due te the very
barren, or lack of fertility in our soil. If we had a late semson's
growth in our forests.any damape that the spruce budvorm did in the
spring could be repaived by the plant itself in the fall or later on
in the season. So this 15 well worth considering.

So, te recapltulate, we should spray, and spray
very carefullva neo watersheds; no people: contrel hurning or contrsl
¢learing of seme areas: 2 specie change; reforestation: nore woods
roads: more research: and fertilize. aAnd T would sav that some hon.

sentlomen, not necessarily in this House, but some peopla, I think, are
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to take a particular topi¢ and use it, beat irf te death. Now I de

not think that, for instance, “‘atacil is z tervikly danperocus chemical.
I do understand thzat it is a new chemical. It {s chesen because it
deprades fast, and I think thac this is a ching in its faveur. Zut
secause 1t is a mew chemical you can scare peecple with it; people do
not knew ouch abour it,

T wonld ask hon. gentleman to consider haw
danzerous ordéinary mator oil is. A feow vears age, sorme unconscionable
Arab traders in the Middle Zast =sold a whole lot of motor oil far
vegetable cocking oil, and someching like 10,000 people went blind as
a result of that. So, when we arzs talking about dangerous chemicals,
we use a let of dangercus chemicalsithevy are good servants but they are
tad magtars.

I do net think this is a simple debate or a
gimple subject, and I think everything should be made as simple as
passible, but not simpler.

%o with theose few points I will take my seat

and I would be very interested inm what hon. gentlemen have to say.

VI, SPRAREP (COLLINS): on. Leader of the Oppesitien.
P A o8 Mr. Speaker, T lisrened with great intevesrn, Sir,

to it the hon. gentleman had te zav en this matter and as usual -

You are not sure if he is for or against now.
IPL M, POWE: C 1 de not kaow what he stands for, Mr. Speaker,
as usnal. Ome of his hon. colleagues, lLes Barry, who used to be a
membher of this iouse, once stood up and said, concerning some ether
member of the Vouse who shall remain unnamed, that he was like a
mackerel by meenlight: he both shone and stank. I would take from that,
Sir, that he said the member bhoth was brilliant, looked good and made
sensa,but  also, Sir, en the other side did not leeck so geed, did not

shine and did not make too much sengse.

77%9
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v, 1 ROUR: The hon. member talked in tarms of the sprav
not necessarily poeizening the pepulation, Mr. Speaker. Your Honour
should know that this spray might not poison everybody in the Province.
Not necessarily so, he says. It 15 not necessarily the case that this
spray may pollute the rivers and kill the wildlife and wipe out the

hirds and pollute

7779
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MR. W.N. ROWE: all the gsources of water in the Province, S{r. This
nay never happen. We maybe needlessly be alarmists in this matter,as Lf
for some styange reason it 1s up to those who are protesting against
being poisoned to prove that when poisons are being used, 5ir, we have
ta prove that we are not going to be polsoned. IEf that 13 not putting
the shee on che wrong faot, Mr, Speaker, I cannct think of anything that
would be putting the shoe on the wrong foot, Surely it is up to those
who seek to polson us to prove that it is not going te harm us,
Mr, Speaker. If we raise reasonable objections to the fact that 2
spray, a chemical spray is going to bhe used which in certain dosages
can wipe every living thing off the face of the earth, if we raise
obtections and protests as reasotiable human belngs to the use of such
a chemical,then let those whko seek te use that spray prove beyond a
reasonable shadow of a doubt not beyond a reasomable doubt,beyond a
shadow of a doubt-that the use of such a chemiecal, ¥r. Speaker, will
not be harmful to human Llife or to animal Iife or to plant life. W,
Mr, Spesker, it has not been dene,

The hon. member stands up in his place and says,

(13
Let us make sure we spray carefully when we are using this spray,and I

"
supposed he must., FHe {3 sitting on that side of the House so he wmust
be supporting the government spray programut ‘let us make sure we
spray carefully'when 1t has been shown by ay hon, friend, by everyone
who Imows anything about £t that spraving is going te take place in
the head waters,that he says it should not be taking place in, that it
ig going to be going In water supply systems,as the pevole of Gander
are amply concerned about and not supported by their member in this
marter aither. “Spray carafully:he saysyand spraying is taking place
within two miles, one mile, a uglf a mile, one sixth of a mile, Sir,

cf communities, of liviers, settlements of pecple in this Province,and

he says spray carefully!

M¥R. J. CARTER: (Inaudible) it the period it will degrade.
MR, WM, ROWE+ It may degrade, Mr, Speaker, we all degrade at some

polnt in time. As Lord Keynes once said, "We are all dead in the long rtun,”
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MR, W.H. ROWE: s0 why worry about the fact when vou know vou are going
to die anyway so what difference does it make. A day! What cosmic
significance does it have whether my hon, member 13 peisoned Lomorrow or
£1fty years from now? Nothing, HMr. Speaker, in the unfolding of the
universe, 00 Significance whatscever,exceptsl would submit,to him,

himzelf and to people who may for some reason or other have some affection
for that hen. member, p. may make a difference to them,but no cosmic
significance., And, Sir, we are talking about {ndividuals hare. The
Reye's Syndrome for example is not an affliction which is nearly,for
example,as bad on humanity as the motor car accidents; booze,for sxample,
the consumption of alcohol and driving cars does much wmore fo individuals
than does chemical spray if it cause Reye's Syndrome, But, Sir, there

are a half a Jozen cases here and there throughout Canada invelving the
lifes, the destruction, the crippling of lives of innocent individuals

and if we can prevent one such case, Sir, we should do so and we should
not take consoclation from the fact that the spray program L{s only causing
this or may be causing this in a half a dezen cases per year when there
maybe fifty thousard cases of automobile accidents. Therafore, Sir,
there is nothing wrong with the spray pregram. Of course that is just

a ridiculous type of argument, the kind of argument which was used by
proponents of the Vietnamese War in the United States - fauwer people
being killed in Vietnam than on our highways, therefore the Vietnamese War
is somehow acceptable, The same kind of an argument has been used by

the hon., member on the other side of the louse.

MR, J. CARTER: It comes back on you if rthere is no harm in spraying.
MR, W.MN., ROWE: 8o the hon., member says, Sir. T did not know he

was an axpert in these flelds.

MB, J, CARTER: I used the Faderal Government figures.
MR. W.H. ROWE: Well the Federal Government, the Provincial Gevernment

they have all been known to be wrong in this matter, Sir. Let the record
show, Mr. Speaker, that we are having a debate on the spruce budworn
spray programme and when the matter was ralsed by my hon, friend from

Windsor-Buchang and allowed by the Speaker,not one member on that side

JiiL
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MR, W.¥. ROWE: of the House, Mr, Speaker, rose in their place in
order to support the Speaker's prima faele ruling that the debate should
take place. Only on this side of the Houge, Mr. Speaker, was there
encugh concern and interest shown in this use of poison in cur alr and

water and sofl, only on thils side was there encugh concern
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HMR. W. RCWE:

te bring menmbers to their feet in order te make sure

that the reguired twelve members, the requisite twelve
members had risen in their place and therefore the debate
could take place. If we had had for some reason or other
only ten members on this side of the House} Mr. Speaker,
we would not be having this debate today in spite of

the woolly words of my hon, friend from St. Jeohn's North
(Mr. J. Carcer) who is delighted this debate 1s taking
place. TYes, Mr. Speaker, delighted noew that it ig thrust
dawn his throat and like the other members on that side
of the Heuse, Sir, who will now take part in this debate
and talk about the alacrity with which they do so and

how good it is to debate this important subject in this
hon. House, Mr. Speaker.

Not one of them, the Minister
of the Environment over there, the Minister of Health,
the member for St. Johan's East (Mz. Marshall), holier
than thou, not one of them rose in their place in order
to support a debate on an issue which is probably of
the most crucial significance of any issue or any debate

which will take place in this House this year.

MR. NEARY: Hear, hear!
MR. W, ROWE: ot one of them. Let the public be aware
of that, Sir. I wiil do my share of effort to make the

public aware of that simple fact. I hope the media ia
this Province does so asg well. Let the people know that
thare is a government here which 1s complacent, unconcerned,

lacking in interest about thege very vizal matters.

MR. J. CARTER: Why did you not raise itc?

MR. NEARY: We have been raising it every dayv.

MR, W. ROWE: Every single day, Sir. Every single

day the matter has been raised. Mr, Speaker, why are the

7777
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MR. W, BOWE:

people of Y¥ewfoundland worried about thisg spray progranmma?
Why are we as members on thig side of the House worried
abeut this spray programme? One of the reasons, Mr.
Speaker, would have to be the unmitigated arrogance and
ignorance in the sense, Sir, of lack of knowledge,not
unmannerly, ignorance, lacking of knowledge of the Minister
of the Environment sitting across the House over there,

a minister, Sir, who has had one of the most powerful

of the media in this Province come out in an editorial
today, two editorials,as a mattar of fact. One mentioned
it briefly there over the weekend,I belleve. This issue

today devotes a whole editorial to the subject, That

was The Evening Telegram. The Daily News did the same
thing on Friday T belisve. A few radio stations and
television statlons kave mentioned it as well in an
editorial capacity.

The Miniscer of the Eavirenaent,
who we in this House and members of the public look o
to protect our interests, Mr, Speaker, when it comes to
the pollutjon of air and water and soil in this Previace,
those are his terms of reference. That is why the
$2 wmillion or so 1s cut out under that subhead in the
estimates, to protect us against poelilution of air and
water and soll, the very matters which are affected
by this spray programme. That hemn minister, Sir,
has the unmitigated, unprecedented arrogance toc refuse
to answer gquestions reasonably put with no malice or a
forethought conceraing the spray programme. Arrogant,
Mr, Speaker, arrogant, an hon. minister who stands up
in this House and says, oh he Is geing to resign this
vaar now. He cannot stand what is going on in the House.
He i5 going to resign, Mr. Speaker, and get out; a minister,

Sir, who spends a quarter of his time 1o the House, I

/2”?%%
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MR. W, ROWE:

suppose, gets up and does not answer-or refuses to get
up and answer questiona about the most crucial issue
facing us in this House of Assembly this vear. Refusges
to apnswer, Sir, out of complete arrogance or what is
probably closer to the truch and probably, Sir, more
dangerous, refuses to answer, Sir, because he does not
knew. As a minister of this government he does not

know the answers to these questions. He does not know,
Mr., Speaker, 1f there is any other Province or state

in Horth America using Matacil, Some of his expert
advisors in his department or other departments aay know
but that hon. minister, Sir, has not shown encugh concern
or interest in this vital subiect to find out that
information. If he did know, Sir, I cannot imagine
anyone being as arregant as not to stand in his place
and say uell,ﬁas,such and such a stace is using it ot
ne, Mr. Speaker, mo other Province or state 1s using
this particular chemical, Why would he not answer the
question? Igaerance, Sir, lack of knowledge is the

only reason he would not answer the guestion. There could

not be any other reason for it.

ey
{3
i
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Mr. W. Rowe: And here we are in this House , and members of tha
public relying on that hon. minister te protect us against a poison
being sprayed ints the air and the water and the soil of this
Province. And the hon. the Minister of Forestry will stand in
his place and wonder why we are worried and concerned about this
spray prograrme, Mr. Speaker. The =zame questions are directed to
the Premier of the Province. Where is the Pramieryby the way?
MR. NEARY: He has not been here now for two ar three days.
MR. W. ROME: The same gquestion is directed to the hon. the Premiar,
5ir, responsible for the Cabinet. The man,Sir, from whom all of
the other ministers emanate; without him, Sir, there are no ministers.
He appoints them, He dismisses them. He is responsible for them
to the Crown. Direct a question concerning the use of spray - where it
is going to be sprayed, why other provinces have not sprayed, why other
provinces are sprayinc - tie hon. the Premier, Sir, has no knowladge
whatsoever on the programme. He cannot stand up and assure the House
or the publfc that he knows anything about it, that this §s the right
thing to do, that this is in the best interest of the public of this
Province, because he also, Mr. Speaker, I would submit, is grossly
ignorant, grossly lacking in knowledge about this spray programme
and what its effects may be. | would sav the hon. the Premier has
not spend any more time than the time it is taking to sit down and
talk to the hon. the Ministsr of Forastry, ten or fiftean minutes
perhaps, had faken no more time than that to acquaint himself with
the facts and figures and prognosis and possibiiities of this particular
programme, because the Premier is not concerned, Sir, about this.
It is obvious from talking to him, listening to him in this House,
he is not concerned and he is grossly ignerant and Tacking in knowledgs
about this spray programme.

So we have the Minister of the Environment,
who is too arrogant or lacking in knowledge, Sir, to give any answers to
this House, and has been condemnad by some of the most powerful of the

media in this Province for his arrogances or his ignorance - I think it

7777



May 29, 1978 Tape 3621 PK - 2

Mr. W. Rowe: is the latter, which is sven more frightening.
Arrogance you can cope with, That 1is a psychological quirk.
Ignorance, ignorance, Mr. Speaker, means that we 211 may suffer,
we all may suffer because he does not know what he is deing, grossly
incompetant, grossly lacking in knowledge, totally unconcerned,
dying to get out of this House. If I were the Premier of this
Province and I had that hon. member as a minister, Sir, he would be
thrown out the day after he refused to answer a guestion concerning
this vital issue in this Youse. Throw him out and put somebody in
thare who s concerned about it!

The hon. the member for the Bay of Islands (Mr.
Woodrow) would be more interested, would be more concerned and more
knowledgeahle, Sir, within twe days after assuming the Portfoiic than
that hon. Minister of the Environment. And he would stand in his
place,l am sure, as would any other member there, the member for
5t, John's East (Mr. Marshall),as pious as he may want to appear 0
be and holier than thou and so on, Sir, would at least acquaint himself
with the facts, and would be in 2 position to make a sensible, detailad,
reassuring statement to the House,if reassurance is required, or results
frem the facts,or in fact, Sir, stand,l am sure, as an indepandent
member of Cabinet and convince his colleague, and advise the House
that they decided against a spray programme because of a lack of
scientific knowledge as to what might result from it. Thay would
all do that, Mr. Speaker, but not this hen. minister, and the fact
that he is still in ths Cabinet after such an arrogant and ignorant
display of contempt for this hon. House, Sir, is an indication as to
the Premier's lack of concern as well, and his lack of knowledge for
tolerating that display and for not himself making himself acguainted
with the facts and figures and Tikely results and passibilities and
probabilities of using massive dosages of poison throughout this
Province, well within wind distance and drift distance of water

and towns and communities and individuals.
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¥R, B, ROUE: So what are we left with, My, Spealer?
¥e are left with the Yinister of Yorestry hasdeslly,under whose control
the spray program comes, Lo protect our interests as human beings and
as people living in this Province,

Now the Minister of Forestry, Mr. Speaker, is
a fine fellow, a gentleman, but, 5ir, I would net be speaking the truth
1f I were to say that I thought that he had the grasp en this subject,
the intellectual capacity regarding this subject, and the interest in
this subject, Sir, to 'mow that our best interests in this Province
are being pretected by that hon. Minister. I, Sir, do pot have the
confidence In that hon. Minister to trust him to spray poison into
the air we breathe and inco the water ve drink, speaking collectively,
in this Preovince, and feel that we were heing protected in this
Province against the possibility, or probabllity, of disaster resulting
from a sprav program that he is administering. I would be lying, Sir,
if I szid that 1 trusted or had confidence in thar hon. gentleman,
decent a map as he is, gentlemanly as he is, to administer a spray
program involving a deadlv chemical which is teing sprayved near
villages and tovms and communities, headwaters of rivers, and into
water supplys, *r. fpeaker, especially since he has no support. ne
back-up from either the Premier or the Minister of Frovirenment in this
Frevince.

In angwer to a guestion that I put to the hon.
inister of Torestrvy three or four wecks ago =had ke conforred as a
minister with the ministers or the Premjer of Hova Secotia to determine
vhy thevy have decided not to spray in Nova Scotia= he answered, "Ho",
¥r, Speakar, the Minister of Torestry. Ch, he gats scme information
frem hiis offleials and so on, hut ~hat kind of a wminister, Mr. Speaker,
would implement a spray pregram vith possibly disastrous consequences
without himself satisfving himself by going arcund, sitting down and
tolding consultations and talks with ministers in the government of

"nva Scotis to determine exactly why they are not going ahead with the

Kibi
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e, T, POVWER gpray program, with ministers in Hew Brunsuick
to find out why they are going ahead with their spray program. Is it
because thev are on a treadmill of twenty years duration that they
cannot get of £7 Yhy has he not gone to B.C. and sat down and talked,
and I understand he has not, sat down and talked with the wminiscer in
that government and the premier of that govermment to determine why
they have pulled out of a spray program, as I understand from mv hon.
friend they have? Has he picked up the phone and called anyone in
the State of Yajne? Am I correct in assuming that the State of Yaine
has pulled ocut of & program as well?

MP, S, NEAPY: They arte phasing it out.

P, ¥, POVE: Cr phasing it out? Why does he not do that,

Yr. Speaker? It 1is one thing to rely on expert advice, we all have to
do thar: it is ancther thinpg, Sir, to have the incisive mind, the
ahility to eut through the nonsense, the verbiage, the cloud of words
that most expert opinioms are couched in, and go directly to the heart
of the matter and find out why intellipent men and intelligent womern
in eother jurisdicticns have taken certain stands that they have taken.
And, Sir, 4f thers is a premier in Canada that T have great respect
for it is Gerry Pepan there in lova Scotia,because he has shown the
kind of courage and guts in the face of adversity, in the face of
trerendous pressurs to take these kinds of decisions. So why does

not the hon. inister go and find out why Yova Scotia has decided not
te gert involved in a poison chemical spray program? UShy does ke not
#o and have a heart-to-heart talk with his counterpart minister in

Wew Brunswilelk and find cuc whar kind of a panic they are in when,

2z a reselt of the spray preogram, what they have done is produce a
super spruce “udworm, one that is getting completely out of contrel,
ome that is resuiring more and more, and larger and larper, dosages

of the chemical they are using in order to just mark time, to keep

pace with the problem, Mr, Speaker?
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MR, W.N. ROWE: I wishk the Minister of Forestry would do that, This
chemical, Mr., Speaker, Matacil,as I understand it although it may have
the approval - Now what does that mean exactly, approval? For what
use? It may have the approval of 153,000 Federal Covernment agencies, but
whae does it mean, approval? Approval for what? Approval to put it in

a spray can so that vou can spray your arms agalnst wmosquitos or something,
Has it been approved by the Food and Dyrup Administratien {n the United
States for usage for this purpose? I understand cme state in the United
States may be contemplating or may in faer be getting inte using Matacil
for some infegtation of cotton fields. One state may be doing that, Sir,
which by the way, Sir, is a far cry from wholesale spraying of forests
and water and rtivers and a whole province practically. The controlled
spraying of a field of cotton is nowhere near the kind of thing that we
are talking about, Mr, Speaker, in this Provinee, But T understand that
aside from that very limited usage of this chemiecal,noc other province

in Canada and mo other state in the United States is using this chemical

for this particular purpose, Now is that correct?

MR, NEARY: That is right,

MR, W.N. ROWE: It is not correct.

MR, NEARY: it is correct, Matacil.

MR, W.¥. ROWE: This particular drug under the trade name of Matacil.

HR. MAYNARD: Matacil is now being used and used quite widely in Ontaric,

MR, NEARY: No, in the United States we are talking about,
MA. W.N. ROWE: Is it now belng used or is it going to be usad

contemporaneously with our program, is that what the hon, minister is saying?

MR, MAVNARD: It has been used since 1976 by the Provinee of
Quebec.
MR. W.N. DOWE: Well, why is 1it, Mr. Speaker? This i3 a plece of

information here.

MR, F. ROWE: Quebec has the highest egg mass count in any area.
ME. WM, 30WE: This is a piece of information hers. I mean,my hon.

friend said Quebec has the highest egg mass count of any province,but that

%@fﬁf
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MR, W.H. RDwE;' may or may not be relevant to this, Buct I have been
agking for thié information from the hon, Minister of the Environment
a wegk or so ago. NHo Information won this, How ir a cursory type of
fashlen, off the cuff,casual way the hon. Mindster of Forestry saya,
YOh yes, ves, a couple of Provinces have been using it or are using

it. Quebec has used it since 1976."

MR. NEARY: That iz not true either.
MR, W.N. ROWE: I do not kncw whether it 4s a fact or not, I am not

accusing rthe minister of uttering untrue statements or anything but I
have no confidence in that minister, Sir, te tell or state the facts of
thig particular case., Are there any states in the Unjited States using

it for this purpose in foreats?

MR MAYNABD: No.

MR, W.N. ROWE: No,or the minister does not know.
MR, MAYNARD: Yo, Heo.

MR. W.N. ROWE: No, Mr. Speaker,

MR, MAYNARD: Is the letter tosg large for the hon. member?

MR. W.N. ROWE: Oh, listea to him, Presfy soon now! S8ee, Mr. Speaker,

this 15 what you are talking about. The hon. minister has gone past
the point, Sir, where he can debate this thing in an objective,rational,
sensible way and thinks, Sir, that vwhat he i3 doing

nowv is protecting his own toy or something against these cnslaughts.

MR. NEARY: He chinks it is polities.
MR. W.N. ROWE: He thinks, Mr, Speaker, he thinks that he has some

proprietary interest,

MR, NEARY: No, it L3 not., It is the health of our people. .

MR. W.N., ROWE: Mr. Speaker, the hon., minister will not even listen ’

without getting snarky and testy and joining the hon, YMinister of the
Environment in the gsame attitude he expresses. They are trying to

protect some proprietary interest here, Mr, Speaker.

MR. MAYNARD: No, Mr. Speaker, 1 am really relaxed,
MR. F.2, ROWE: He has been relaxing ever since he got in office.
MR. W.H. ROWE: Relaxed. Yes, Mr. Speaker, relaxed {g probably

i

R
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MR, W.N, BOWE: correct. Relaxed. Helaxed about this, relaxed
about everything. Belaxed Mr. Speaker? I mean I have seen fellows wich
frontal lobotomies who were relaxed, totally relaxed, Mr. Speaker,
totally relaxed but, Sir, T would not put them in charge of a spray
program, What are a couple of hundred pecople vou know getting spraved

on? That is nothing.

MR, MORGAN: Play politics.
MR, W.N, A0WE: Play politics, Mr, Speaker.
MR, NEARY: Listen to the Minister of Tourism, You are geing toc have

the tourists zll sprayed this summer, Wait until the tourists get in

and get sprayed. They will never come back here again.

MR, W.N. ROUE: What kind of research is being done by this government,
Mr. Speaker, on other ways of attacking the spruce budworm problem in

this Province in conjunction

Geos
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SRWLROWE: with the Government of Canada, other provinces and

stdates of the United §tates? What kind of regearch, dr. Speaker?

dR. NEARY: Lero,
dR. W, ROWE: Lash out the millions of dellars in the easy way out,

send the planes over and let them spray, ifr. Speaker, but what kind of
research 4is being done? B8olid research. For example,everybody is aware
if they have read any news magazines in the last couple of weeks of a
situation where there was a boll weevi] down in the United States which
ecould only be congrolled ac one time by chemical sprays and so on. Then
some fellow got the idea te try to develop chemically or by
syntnecic means the odor producing chemical whlch attracted males'and
females for mating and $o now they are spraying with absolurely no toxic
effect whatscever, all they do is confuse the male and the female and
tite result is, Mr, Speaker, that once you cuf cut the mating of the
boll weevil and sc on you can be pretty well assured that withian cue
generation that particular Iinsect is going to be wiped ocut of existence
particularly when if they evolve a cmew odor and so on you can track that
and develop synthetics te follow it along and finally wipe out the
insect. That kind of realistic, sensible research, Hr. Speaker, which
is going to control that insect now with no damage eor harm done to
human belngs whatsoever and within one generaction or a ceuple of
generacions will have the effect of wiping out cemplaetely that insect.
No research along these lines being done, Hr.
Speaker. Just take the spray and dump it inte the air and ler the
consequences fall where they may, I chink, ¥r, Speaker, that this
move by the minister and by this adminisctration is a panic wmove, 1t is
a panic move. If 1s a gut reacrion by tiae minister and his colleagues
te aid what they perceive to be 2 crisis situztion. And I can see the
minister's concern”if he realistically believes and sensibly believes
that all the forests in this Province are going to be wiped out in a

year or two .Then the lack of action or the lack of whatever researeh

fj OOY
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dR, W.ROWE: was needed, the lack of forast management, the

neglect of the forest industry by company and government alike,liz.
Speaker, I can see why now hie is reacting in panic, He dees not wanc

to be responsible for the forestry industry in this Province going

aut of existence., but, Mr, Speaker, if ic¢ is a2 panic move and a
reaction, a visceral emoticnal reaction by him te a crisis
situation,let him tell us abour it.lLet him admit it like & man and
say,"Look, we are in desperate straits)'And chen we can see where we

go and then we can lay blame,if blame need be laid,for past meglect

or we can encourage him into some other acrivicy, Haybe the expenditure
of many millicns of dollars may be necessary [or a forest management
pregramme, thinning, reforestation and salvage operations, Hr. Speaker,
bur let us know the facts «We do not knew the facts. I defy any hon.
member in this House to say that he or she can stand up and give the
facts on this siguation except fozr some Wwoolly and fluffy stuff that the
hon. Hinister of Foresgry atters from time to time. On radio this
morning,I understand - I heard on the news today, I was not listening

to the programme Itself, it was zaken from the Open Line programme on
VOCH ™ he was talking abour If proper procedurgs had been undertaken, if
proper forest management had been undercaken fifty years ago there would

not be a preblem now.

AN N0, MEMBER: And that is right.
HR. W, BOWE: Why was not proper management instituted six years

ago +or five years ago or twe years age? I would say, sr. Speajer, -

AL CARTLR: Whar about twenty years &go?
MRLW.ROWE: -gr twenty vears ago or ten years age? That is

Tight. Look ar the member for S5t. Jehm's Horth Qir.J.Carter)t Silly as

a loon,.
MR, S5 IMMONS: You made his day.
R W.ROWES What a devastating body blow I just recsived from

the member for 5t. John's North (r. J.Carter).

(1]
“What about twenty years age, Mr. Speaker?
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MR, WL A0WE: A man living, Sir, consumed, greeped in

ancient histoery, nenivated, Sir, by what was not dome or what was done
If rhere was

twenty years ago. ihat is what keeps nim alive aow, 5Sir,

aver the burning of the books here and all knowledge of twenty years age

wiped out.that hon, member would then turn into a bag of bones so

he could rattle . The life would go out of him,
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MR, W. ROWE:
He draws his very sustenance from what happened twanty
years ago. But, Sir, let us ralk about what is happening
within, say, recent memory, four or five Years ago, six
years ago when this administracion took over the affice
and the responsibilicy of running this Province. Where
is the forest management, $ir, over that period of time?
What is going on now? Can the hon. minister rise in his
place and tell us that fifry years from now as a result of
proper forest managemenc,thinning, whatever else is
necessary to coatrel this budwerm problem, canm he say
that £ifty years from now the Ministry of Forestry in
this Province will rise and say, "Thank God Far the
Hinister of Forestry in 1977 who put into effect a
pregramme that had the effect of saving the forests ftom
the spruce budworm and no longer raquires the use of
any foreign agency or poison or chemical ro control
it Can ke say that? Mo, Mr. Speaker, he cannot say
that. Yet he talks about ILf cnly they had the foresight
fifry years ago. Fifcy years ago, Mr. Speaker, when -
what was going on fLfty years age? - the depression was
just about upon us, one year away from us. And thig
hon. member goes on open line programmes and says that
when even now, Sir, the measures are not being taken to
save the forests, teo save this Province's industry, forescry
induszry from this kind of an infestation. Inatead, Sir,he
takes the easy way out, spray, poison the atmosphers with
a chemical and hope for the best on a year to year basis.
The minister has said in
answer to accusations that the paper mills 1in this
Prevince have not pressured, have not put on the pressure
fer spraving. Is that correct, the paper mills in
the Province have not put on any pressure to get involved

in the spray programme? Well, Mr, Speaker, that is

N olal
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MR, W, ROWE:

significant in itself. TIf the paper companies whe

stand to lose most economically, fimancially, stand

te lose most as a resuit of this infestation of the spruce
budworm, {f they, Sir, have put no pressure cn the minister,
the obvious question that hag to be asked 45 why have

they net put pressure on the minister. Is it because

they feel that there i3 some other method of contrelling

this infescation and saving the forests in the long term?

HR. O MAYNALD: We would lose the most.
MR, W, ROWE: I am talking about them a3 a corporvate
antity, as a company. They stand te lose the most,

naturally.

M2, MAYNARD: Go somewhere else and -
HR, W. ROWE: What nonsense, Mr. Speaker! See,

Yr, Speaker, if the minister would only utter a liccle
bit of sense every now asd then, show a little bit
of wisdom and maturity in this very crucial subjecr,
then, §ir, you could sit down and nod your head at him
and say, Yes,everything s under contrel, he is dofing
the right thing, Sirc. But when he keeps uttering
nongense, the paper companies, Sir, all they will
do if the Province 1s wiped out or the standsare wiped
out, they will just move elsevhere, no problem, Sir,
start up expense elsewhere. Totally ridiculous, Sir.
If, as I suspect, Mr, Speaker,
the paper companies have put incredible pressure on
the minister,behind the scenes 1f not publicly; if,as
I suspect.he has been lobbled by the paper companies-
and I am not blaming them for doing thaz. I do not
expect the paper companies to look after my interasts
or the interests of the pecple of Gander, 3ir, whose

water supply 1ls in danger of being peilscned. I do not
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HB., W. ROWE:

expect that realistically. T would expect them to

look afrer thelr owa corporate intetests. And therefore
I expect that they pur incredible pressure on rhe
ttinister behind the scenes and lobbyed him merclleasly
and said that the most economic and financially bast

way and saslest way out of this is to spray and coatrol
it from year to year and we will harvest what we want

and we will keep going year to year. The fact that

the spruse budworm may increase cver a twenty vear periced
and develop into a super budworm and so on that will

be completely uncontrolable 1s nothing because to thanm
all you have to do is keeping it geing from year te year,

year ta year
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YR, W, POVE: fer the next fifty vyears, or 3 hundred vears,
for that mateer, Mr. Speaker.

Se I would suspect that the Minister iz perhaps
heing a little less than frank with the public of this Province when he
says that the companies have nct put on any pressure for him te spray.
If they have not, Sir, you have to ask why they have not, Why have they
not shown the greatest cencern and why have they not in fact pushed him
to get Involved in ie?T If they have, Sir, which I suspecty and the
{nister has been a little less than frank - but, 5ir, if they have put
on this pressere we must rTemember the Mova Scotils eszperience where the
paper companies, Sir, put on a massive program of lebbying the government,
P7, Sir, advertisemen:, all kinds of efforts were made by the paper
ecompanies te frighten the people of Wova Scotis into accepting a spray
rrogram in order to hepefully contrel the spruce budworm preblem In that
province., 4nd the government of that provinee said, '"No', Mr. Speaker,
They did not give in to this pressuresas I suspect the Yinister of
Forestry has given Inm, in a way that I de not think is in the best
interests of this Province., 1 cthink he has succembed to pressure.

Bova Scotia satld, "™e, we will not pollute the
environment of our province; we will get immediatelv involved in a
rroper, rational, forest management progran that invelves the salvaning
of wood already destroved, or practically dastroved by the spruce
budworm, meney from Ottawa will belpy us de that, the mouey we save
from the spray nropram will help us de that, and we will then try to
enerperically market this salvaged woed®. They have gotten involved
in 2 thinning progrom, Mr. Speaker, that has the added benefit of
nroviding emplovment in a province which ds gaddled vwith beavy
anamplovement, oor a3 had as we bere, v, but a province wihich is
saddled with verv heavy unemplovement are getting incto thinning

nrograms, management programg, reforestation programs, all of these
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v, U, noMn:

things, 3ir, creating employment, getting help
from the Covernment of Canada. DHoes the hon., member happen teo know
now much money Yova Scotla s getting from the Covernment of {anada

to help in this program?

AN FOM, urearp . - million dollars over the next four years.
VP, W, PAUT. ¥{llicns of dolliars, Sir, over the next numher

of vears te help with this kind of a program that has the added benefit
af creating employment, r. Speaker, Surely, if any kind of a cost
henefir analvsis was done, the sprav on the cné hand, the esasy way out,
and the ferest management program involving the emplovment, invelving
the forest management which the hon. Minister says should have been

done fifty vears ago, and the natural peaks and troughs in the spruce
rudworn infestation in any event, I am sure that this alternative would
e at least as effective, at least as efflcacious as the spray program
and would have the added benefit, as the government of Nova Scotia

iz finding out and has decided, would have the added benefit of creating
employment in our Province, in a province which desperately needs
employment Lo be created, not just make work programs, digging holes

and filling them in again, !'r. Speaker, bhat worthwhile, useful prograns
which would have the added benefir of saving and salvaging the destroved
forests, and alsc making sure thar the forest vhich remains is managed
in the best possible way and the spruce budworm problem iz contrelled
in a naturzl sort of way, not by polluting the atmesphere and the water
and the soil, %ir, but in a natural sorz of way.

I believe, Sir, and I believe this sincerely
and T believe it firmly, that we are locking at a government which is
dispirited, a govermment, Sir, which the good Is gene out cf, =z
ravernment, Sir, which no longer has the will,er the morale, or the

anerpy,te loal at a problem such as this one which is now facinp us

KO

&y



May 22, 1978 Tape 3627 PK - 1

Mr. W. Rowa: and try to solve it in the best possible way,

a way which might require some inteilect, a way which may require
some energy, a way which may require some effort, and thinking and
thought.

MR. J. CARTER: Would the hon. the Leader of the Opposition
yield for a moment, Mr. Speaker?

MR, W. ROWE: Ho, Mr. Speaker, He had his opportunity.

If I had an experience, Sir, if [ had an experience of listening to
sansible, reasonable questions and comments from the hon. member for
St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter) I would yiald giadly, Sir, but my
experience in this House, Sir, has been the complete reversa. i
know, Sir, from experience that we are about #o Tistan g a littie

mare nonsense from the hon. member, Sir, so I will not yield my place.

Mr. Speaker -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Dh, ch!
MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member

had forty-five mfnuteé to make al] the suggestions he wanted to make.

Haw much time da I have?

MR, NEARY: Fifty minutes left.
MR. Y. ROMWE: That is what is frightening, Mr, Speaker. That is

what scares the people of this Province; we have a government which
collectively is disspirited and has the good done out of it, and
individually as ministers, Mr. Speaker, the Minister of the Environment,
the Minister of Health over there, Mr. Speaker, who will not rise in
his place except to come out with a smart-aieck comment, the Premier of
the Province, Sir, who when he is here is satisfied if he is the master
of the one-liner, Mr. Speaker, socme smart-aleck,one 1ine comment, One
depths or profundy to anything uttered by that hon. Premier, no knowledge
about this programme, and what scares me and scares the peonle of this
Province, Sir, is that we know that this government will not take the
alternatives available to it if these alternatives mezn more work, more
inteilectual energy demanded, more research, more sffort going around
Cinada and Narth America, S$ir, trying to find out why other provinces

rave done what they had done; the easy way out, Sir, go and ses the

Lot
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Mr, W. Rowe: paper companies, find out what they had to say,
spray, use Matacil, go probably to the chemical, the strong chemical
lgbby, Mr. Speaker, and hear what they have to say, and take their
advice on the subject, and spray the forests with a poiscnous chemical

which I would need more than the word of the hon. Minister of

Forestry -
MR. HEARY: Or Tourism,
MR. W. ROWE: - or Tourism or Environment before ! am convincad,

Sip, it is not damaging or dangerous to the environment surroundina us.
What used to be a leading light in that administration,

the Minister of Mines and Energy over there, Mr. Speaker, used to be

a leading light until his true arrogance was displayed when my hon.

friend for Baie Verte-White Bay (Mr. Rideout) made public a letter

and my hon. friend for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir [Mr. Simmons} followed it

up in his brilltiant Budget speech, Mr. Speaker, or speech in the

Budget debate, disclosed the arrogance of that hon. minister as well,

Sir, That hon . minister, Sir, who used to be a leading lighta,has

displayed his attitude,tfoa, when some time ago he was reported publicly,

I know he came in with some apology from someone or other, Sir, but

I heard him in the Heuse talking about it, that hon., minister, Sir,

ohviously wants to show his energy and push and drive, Sir, and so,

Sir, has come up with 1ittle slogans 1ike, Productivity over health or

whatever, maybe those were not the words he used, Sir, but that would

be the slogan which would be developed from his statement; jabs are

more important than industrial health or environmental health for that

matter,
MR. PECKFORD: [ never said that.
MR. W. ROWE: Well,I do not know what he said, Mr. Speaker,

He certainly vave that impression when I have been 1fstening -

!d&m&;m H f"-'!.ri not say &hat.

MR, W. ROWE: When I have been listening to that hon. minister here,
Sir, -

MR. STMMDNS: It is very difficult to kpow what he says from one day

to the next.
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MR. W. ROWE: It is hard to say, Sir. You can only

listen to the words he utters. I am guite prepared to believe

that he does not mean the words he utters. But in listening to
the words he utters, Sir, and trying to put some cbjsctive meaning
on them, the meaning that [ have gotten from it s that he wili
put productivity in the mining industry or some other industry gver

the occupational  health and the people concerned. That is the
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MR, W, ROWE:

impression I have gotten and the impressien that i34

hen, friend has gotten and the impression that hundreds
and thousgands of people in this Province have gotten.
What kind of a minister, Sir, of Mines and Energy would
not have his department prepared, geared up te take

full advantage of an act brought into this House and
passed by this House concerning the occcupatiomal health
and safety of workers in this Provinee? Instead we hava

got to delay it a vear.

MR. PECKFORD: Na, you are wrong.

MR. W. ROWE: 0h, I am wrong.

MR. PECKFORD: You are., You are wrong.

MR, W, ROWE: Ho, Sir.

MR, PECKFORD: What would vyou know about the health

and safery legislation (Inaudible}.

MR. MORGAN: You have te be in the House to know what
is poing on.

MR, SPEZAKER: Order, please!

MR. W, ROWE: Mr. Speaker -

MR. PECKFORD: What a Leader eof the Opposition.

MR, W. HOWE: Yes, what a Leader of the Opposition.
MR. SIMMONS: Yhat a leader. Hear, hear!

SCHE HON. MEMBERS: Hear,hear!

MR, W, ROWE: Mr. Speaker, this hon. mindster, 3ir,

is so gager to give -

MR, PECKFOQORD: A point of arder, Mr, Speaker.
MR, SPEAKER: A point of order.
MR. BECKFORD: The hon. Leader of the Opposition is

incorrectly articulating poliey that was laid dewn in this
House a number of weeks ago as it related to health and
safety of miners in this Province., Tt was stated in this

hon., House while the Leader of the Opposition was here

O
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MR, PECKFORD:

that the Health and Safety Act that was brought in would
be simultaneously adhered to by all the mimes in the
Province through amendments to the #mining regulations

to reflect all the changes and more for the mine workers
of this Province.

Therefore that completely
centradicts the Leader of the Opposition's statements
that the mines are going fo have to walt a year hafors
the same health and safety standards were to apply.

MR. W. RCWE: That i1s not a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. I understand the minister's desire now to

defend himself on a matter of opinion and interpretation.

MRE. NEARY: And used the peint of ordaer te try to
do it.
MR. W. BROWE: Yes. Abuse of the rules of the House

again, Mr. Speaker. But I will yield to Your Honour.
I would submic, Sir, it is not a point of aerder. It
1s a difference of opinioen.
MR, SPRAKER: I agree that the aninlster's point of erder
was not really a point of order and it is probably a
misinterpretation between one member and another.

The hon., Leader of the
Opposition.
MR, W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member may in
fact be technically correct but we all know, Sir, that
this particular act is subject te proclamation. Sec
what does he do? He hold off the implementazion of the
Ocecupational Health and Safety Act as far as proclamation
is councerned until he gets around to bringiag in the
amendments. When are the amendments coming in?

MR, PECKFORD: You have not been in the House., I

feel very sorry for the hon. geantleman.

MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker -

g@;é?
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MR, PECKFQOZD: You have asked me a question. Da

You want an answer?

MR. W. ROWE: You have got, Sizr, 4 minister who -
MR. PECKFORD: Do you want an answer?
MR, W. BOWE: - wants to be the grear glant killer,

the champion, Sir, of the government against the great
oil companies, the multinacignals, Sir. S50 he cannot
attand to these mundane litele details likeyfor example,
answering a constituent or a person in the Pravince
eivilly by letter. That 13 a lirtle mundane detail, Sir.
Much easier, Sir, to vent your spleen and vou venom
on some poor harmless individual, §ir, looking for
ianformation or help, muech easier to do that, use the
blg blunt weapon approach, There he goas zgain, Sir,
loek, writing down more spleen and venom to utter ferth
row when he gets up in the House.

Mr. Spéaker, yes,S4ir, the
very champicn of the government, the very Goliathyas
a2 matter of fact,of the government, Mr. Speaker. He
used te be a leading light, a rising star in rhisg
goverament. But, 5ir, In view of his attitude of arrogance
and the concerns which he has shewn I have to say again
in all sincerity that just as we cannot expect anvthing
from the Minister of the Euvironment regarding this very
important matter,and just as we cannot expect anything
from the hon. the Premier, Sir, whe 13 as ignorant,
lacking in knowledge,as the Minister of the Environment
and just as, Sir, I do not beliave we can have any
confidence in the Minister of Forestry, Sir, uafortunately
we cannct have any faith in rhe ability of the Minister of
Mines and Energy,who used to be a leading light but has
destroyed himself politically in this Frovinece, Sivr, we
cannot have any faith in his abi{licy to protecrt sur

interests when it comes to this marter.

1)/ cf ;‘;
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MR. NEARY: Somebody pullied the switcgh.
ME. W. ROWE: And as far, S5ir, ag some of the other -
who are the other leadership candidates? - the Miniaster

of Fisharies, Sir, Well he is concerned and all week
long he will zpend getting together his Friday afternocon,
or Flrday moraning rather,Minlsterial Statement for the

weekend paper, his contribution to the leadership campaign.

)
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Mp, W.N, BOWE: I art not sure if the Minigter of Environment

ig up or down. He seems to be up

e, A, MUPPHY: ur. Speakef, we dare on 4 speclfic topile here.l de net know
what leadershilp, debate or anything else has to do wi:h this.“

topic under discussion. The hon. gentleman has ranged and abused

evervbody in his path the past twenty nminutes or a half hour. I

would suggest, $ir, possibly the Chair remind the hon. gentleman what

the subject under debate s, and that is affecting the health and

anvironment of this Province.

YE. EPEARED: The hon. member on the point of order.
Mp, 5. MEARY. T am not quite sure whether the hon. gentleman

was standing up or sitting down when he rade his point of order, Sir.
Bur, “r. Speaker, it is not a point of order anvway because, Sir, mv
Yen. friend, the Leader of the Opposition was merely going dewn the
line and showing the House and the people of this Province how the light
had gone out for certain members on the Covermment benches whe aspired
to tecoming leader of that party, that the people of Newfoundland weuld
not now leck upon them as leaders. My hon. friend 1s pointing out,

54r, in his debate, and doing it very effectively although the menmbers
might not like it, their feelings may be hurt slightly, Sir, bug if
they follow this, souirting this poiscn, spraving this poiscon on the
reople of this Province, my hon., friend is saying the people will nct
look upon them as leadersbip candidates. I believe that is a very
valid point, Sir, and I think ir is in order, and =y hon, friend doss
not have a point of order.

un, U, POVE: Mot at all.

¥R, SPEAXEP: (COLLINS) Mo the point of order. T can only again bring
to the attention of che hon. members that the particular motion, the
motion for adiournmentahas to deal with cne watter, and that the watters
in the motion concern spraying the budworm infestation and the

descruction of wildlife and environment. It would geem, therefore, that

Gory



Vay 2%, 1978 Tape M¥o. 3829 PT-2

Al in making their remarks, hon. members in bringiag

up points should relate them to these matters. If it is not clearly
apparent that they are related to this matter the Chair may have to
{ntervene. But, of course, if an hon. member brings up a point and then
relates it to these matter this clearly would be in crder.

Hon. Leader of the Opposicion.
VP, W, POWE; I thank vou for vour ruling, Your Honour. That
15 exactly what I was deing. I was trying to point out in a way which is

mavbe irritsting to hon. members opposite -

MP. A, MITUDHY: {inaudible) oh, no!
MR, W, MOWE: - mayhe very irritating, Sir. Look at them!

YR, A, MUPPHV:

It shows the mentality of the voung kid opposite.

e, HL.rarEg Look, Yr. Speaker. The seasoned statesman, Sir,

who does not know Lf he is punched ov bored when it comes to the

environment of this Province we are depending upon him to precact,

P, 5, MTAPY: He knows all about car wrecks though,
MR, W, ROWE: And he knows all about the environment down about

2000 miles scuth of here, Yr. Speaker.

MRL S, NEARY: He Imows about Mulally and the car wrecks.
MP, W. ROWE: He knows all about that stuff,

Mr. Speaker, the point T was making was that
same of the leading lights - I deo not expect the member for St. John's
Centre (Mr. urphy) to really protect my interests, Siry T really do
net expect that, that would be expecting too much - hut T expected some
leading lights in this Oovernment, the member for Creen Bay {Mr. Peckford
the Minister of Yines & Energy, the Minister of Fisherles, and 3 few of
rhese leadsarship candidates, I expected them, Sir, to protect the
interests of the people of rhis Provinee vhen 1t came to the spray
rroeram,  Butf, Sir, the point I was making, and 1 will make {t again -

T knmow 16 iz drvitaving to the “inidster of Znviremment - the point T
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YR, W, POVE: am making, Sir, is that they have ghowm by
their attitude and by their nast action, Sir, thar we cannot have
confidence in them to protect us against the deleterious effecr, or
the adverse effact, or the harmful effect, of this poison spray
pregram going on in this Frovinee. The hon. member for Sreen Ray .
('r. Peckford) showed that, Sir, shows what he thinks abour people “
expecially what has been called contemptibly, I think, 'the lirrle
people) shows what he thinks, 8ir, bv the letrers he sends out, ahusive
and insulting.
So, Sir, we are left to our own devices to try
to decide wvhether this is, ia fact, a good program- er not. What, Sir,
dao we see happening by the Covornment collectivaly and as a whole?
e gee a Onvermment, 5iv, ~hich does not even have conviction or beiiaef
in the riphtness of vhat ioself iz doing in this respect, Ve get the
Mindster of Forestry vho announces in this House and announces publicly,
"Moo ovay will we stop the spray program, we ate determined to go aheada

with {g7,

LOLs
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MR, W.H. ROWE: qo way they will withdraw the program now. I heard

him., Randy Simms was interviewing iim on the Mot Soar on MAC-CION televisinn,
Sir, and no way will they withdraw from the program. The next night,

Sir, he,the Minister of Forestry,accempanied by the Minister of Health,

the member for Gande;, both they go out arm in arm to a meeting of
conceérned citizens in Gander and as a result, Sir, of the feelinps

shown at that meeting and the arguments put forward and the criticism

they both had ro take for shoving this program down the throats of

avery Wewfoundlander, Sir, what do we hear publicly on the air waves

the next dayl My hon. friend, the member for Fogo and I weTe on our

way back from Fogo Island, we were walting in line to get the f{erry across
to Carmanville.I turn on the CBC news on Saturday morning and whar do 1
tear? What do 1 hear, Hr, Speakar? I do nat know 1if Your Hownour heard

it or aot. We could not believe our ears. One day later the Hinister

af Health and the Minister of Forestry are saying they are going te
reconsidar the program. They are golng to reccasider it, Mr. Speaker.

One day there i3 no way they are going to withdraw it.and the next day

they are going to reconsider the program and that of course, that statement
was reconfirmed by cother news medla, news papers and radio staticns and

so on afterwards, I believe there was something in the Daily News today

and the Evening Telegram either Saturday or today, teday I believe, a

report from Gander where the Minlater of Health and the Minister of
Forastry have agreed to reconsider the program.

Now, Mr, Speaker, what could be mere calculated o
undermine the confidence of the Hewfoundland pecple in this spray prograz
than this kind of wishy-washy,insecure,shaky attitudes expressed publicly
by the Ministers of Health and the Minister of Forestry regarding this
program? HNothing, Mr, Speaker, nothing, If you had to spend a week,
S5ir, 1f you were given a Canadalounedl Grant to go out and dream up,
use your icmsgination to drezm up something, calculated to undermine
the faith and confidence of the Newfoundiand people in this goverrment's
administrazien  first of all their decision and then their admindacration

of this poilsen spray program, Mr. Speaker, you could sotr come up with a

FoLv
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MR, W.N. ROWE: batter way than these two hon. members mansged to
biunder into spontaneously and without the exercise of any {mmagination
whatsoever. ‘o way we are going to withdraw from this progam. We do
not care what public pressure is put on us,and they go to z meeting,
170 people, Mr. Speaker, concerned about the fact that their water supply
is going to be poisoned by Matacil sprayed iats it and then the ministers
come out and say they are going to rveconsider the program. Clear evidence,
Mr. Speaker, of a government which itself knows itself to be on very
shalkky ground as far as this spray program iz concerned, A poveroment,
Mr. Speszkar, that doas not know what it is doing. A government whick
has chosen whar it thought to bea an easy way out to control this big
problem facing us 3ll and has now shown conclusively bevond a reasonable
doub, Men have been hanged on less evidence than this govermment has
shown and given out publicly that they do not know what they are deing
whan Lt comes to this spray program. They feel insecure. They feel
unsure of themselves. They feel ghaky, bluster, big powerful positions
assumed, ‘Y5 way we will back down on this program'and one little meeting
of 170 concerned citizens, and they are reconsidering.

¥ow, Sir, they aither feel uncerctain or we have
seen another example of a government by its ministers, the Minister of

Health and the Minigter of Forestry, Sir, fling out at

i
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MR. W. RQUWE:
a public meeting any old thing at all, caraless and
heedless as to whether they believe what they saving
at the time, calculated to daceive the people there
present, calculated to try foc wmollify them for the
instant unzil they could get out of the meeting. It
is eicher that, Mr. Speaker -~ there {3 po ground in
betwaen, Mr. Speaker, there are no other alternatives-
either those two ministers when confronted by the impact
of emotion and concern expressed at thig meeting, efther
got sa frighrened, so scared that they would throw out
anything te try to mellify this group of concarned peaple
that they would say,” Yes,wa are going to reconsider it.
Oh ves, We have net taken a firm stand yet. Thank you,
ladies and gentlemen,for your input here, We are going
Lo reconsider it now and make another Cabinet decision.’
Either they did that, calculated to fool the people there,
having no intention whatscevaer of reconsidering the
Spray proegramme or, Mr. Speaker, you are talkiang zbaut a
goeverament which 15 50 weak and wishy-washy and uncertain
of itself and insecure and feels itself to be skating on
such thin ice and feels 1itself toc be sao shakey and lacking
in coentrol of the situation that they will make two
categorically opposite statements concerning the same
subject on the one day and en the next day, in a twenty-
four hour period, Mr. Speaker,. That is what you are
talking about.

And they think that we in this
House should have some confidence in what this government
is doing wich the environment of this Pravince, with a
poison spray which they are geing to sgquirt all over the
Provinece into the head waters of the rivers, into the
drinking water of communities and within spitzing distance

af towns where people are living, connmunities where peopla
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MR. W. ROWE:

are living. What nonsense, Mr. Speaker!

HR.J. CARTER: Gross exaggeration,
_ME. NEARY: Nosic is not exaggeration,
MR, W. ROWE: What kind of exaggeration, Mr, Speaker!

If there is anything, §ir, that is disgusting to anyone,
Mr. Speaker, it is somehbody who gives the appearance of
being of independant mind, being idntellectually independant,
golng to make up his own mind on these vital issues and
every single time he is required to make a decision he
flops over in a purely partisan way an the side of his
own buddies, his own government, a geveramentyhy the way,
Sir, which treated him and a Premier who treated him
with the most complete comtempt when he took him by the
seruff of the neck and flumg him out of the Cabinet
ignominiously four or five years ago. But his partisanship,
Sir, is so great that he cannot get over it, he cannot
see around it in order to try to decide whether this
programme 13 4 good one or a bad one. And I defy hinm

or any other hon. member,or any member of the public,
8ir, to say that my statement there a moment age where

I gave the two alternatives based on this government's
action in Gander on Friday night, Mr. Speaker, where it
either calculatedly decelved the people of Gander in an

effort to extricate themselves, run away from the

problem which was facing them there or, Sir, made a
complete about face, turned around from a strongly

held positien on a Thursday night into a wishy-washy
insecure and shaky posicion on a Friday night, a twenty
four hour period. How can you have an confidence, Sir,
or any respect or any feeling of security and safety when
you have a government which shows that kind of ineptness

and incompetence on a daily basia? There 15 no way, ¥r.

Speaker.

g{iﬁ?ﬁ;‘;
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MR, W. ROWE:

Cetting to the actual physical
nature of what is going te go on now beginning in the
zonth of June, Mr. Speakaer, let us not forget what this
government i going to do. It has been stated by my ‘
hon. friend, I have touched on it once or twice here
already but 1t bears repeating amd I hope that hon,
members who speak will alse touch on the physical nature
of what is going to go on in this Province.

We are talking about a
programme ,and my hon. friend from Windsor-Buchans (Mr,
Flight) had a map and showed us, we are talking about a
programme, $ir, whieh {is spraying this poisonous
chemical dangerous clese to towns and communities.

There can be ne gainsaying that. There can be no denying
that simple fact. They are going to do 1t. We see

whole vast tracts of Newfoundland forese, Sir, far

away from tovns and commuunities which are not geing to

be sprayed.

b

(oA

y
O
B

&



May 29, 1978 Tape 3632 PY -

Mr. W. Rowe: ipd we c&n only assume that this is an attempt by
the government, hand and glove with the companies to aid and abet them
in their desire,as thay have been doing, and has been done in tha history

of this Provinge -

"R, J. CARTER: Somethino stronger.

MR, W. ROWE: As they have been doing, 5ir, and that is to - .
MR. NEARY: Matacil. .
MR. W. ROWE: - take the cream of the crop from the forestry,

the areas which are easy of access.

MR. FLIGHT: They caltl it sconomic supply, the most economic supply.
MR. W, ROWE: The most economic supply, Sir, happens to ke in

these particular areas. And so we are talking about a government and
the companies joining hands in order to effect a spray programme in
these areas which are most beneficial to the companfes themselves,
Sir, heediess,really,of the potential dangers to the people living
in the towns and communities whare the spray is gaing to take place
within g sixth of a mile, a half a mile, a couple of miles, the spray,
Sir, &ou probably saw it from the map, Your Honour, where the spray area
comes up to Gander Lake and then starts agair on the other side of the
Ltake, What that means, Sir, is the Lake itsel® should have been ¢oloured in
the same colour as where the spray programme is taking place, because
Gander Lake is going to be continuousty bombarded with this chemical
spray for as long as the spray programme goes on in that area, and people
are gofng to be drinking that water. Perhaps it will not have a bad
affect on health. Perhaps it will not have a bad effect on the Génder
River which Tlows out and on down to the sea. Perhaps it will not,
Sir, But [ for one, and I doubt if any of my colleagues, I doubt if -
any person in this Province is prepared to accept the word of this
government with the incompetence, and the inPntitude which they have
showrythat it will not harm the health and safety of residents of this
Province,

It is going to be a danger, I submit, Sir, in spraying
into the watersheds and spraying intp the headwaters in this Province.
It i5 going to be a danger to human 1ife and it is going to be a dander to

wildlife.Al teast enough expert opinicn znd enough concerned people have

%C 75
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#Mr. W. Rowe: that worry and fear, Sir, to make it abundantly
clear that this government have not relieved themsalves of the burden
of proof that there is going to be no danger to human lifa. It is
their burden of proof and they have relieved themselves of it. I
doubt if they can relieve themselves of it, which is the reason why
Nova Scotia is not prepared to take the risk, B.C, i not prepared

to take the risk, the State of Maine will not be prepared to take the
risk any langer 20T 1fis going to phase out. And I would say, Sir,
that New Brunswick, the Premier and ministers of that Province wish
to God they were 9n a position where they were pot on this treadmill
where if they give it up now you are likely to see an explosion take
place of these super budworms and the whole province wiped cut as far
as this forest is concerned in probably a month, Thatr is the fear there

as [ understand it,

MR. F. RQUE: P.E.I. has rejected it.
MR. W. ROWE: P.E.TI. has rejected it out of hand, Mr. Speaker.

They do not want to get locked in to the New Brunswick experience.

We are talking about spraying, Sir, in an uncontrolled
way as well, Not only are we dangerously close to human beings and
human settlements, not only are we spraying headwaters and sources of
water supply and so on, Sir, but we are talkino about spraying in a
province which must be one of the windiest areasthe hon. member will
agree,in Nerth America, one of thewindiest areas, Mr. Speaker, So
they do not spray when there is too much wind, they will not spray
above a certain kilometer per hour wind factor.

Now, Sir, what do yoy have then? Then you
have, Sir, sprayinrg in calm weather when there is no wind. And anyone,
5ir, whe is familiar —I am not a pilot, an airpiane pilot or anythino~
but anyone whe is familiar with Newfoundland here and our Maritime
climate, and the land, and the water, and the sea surrounding and so
on, 5ir, knows on a calm and swmooth day, 5ir, you have got a1l kinds
of , as my hon. friend says, thermal updrafts; you spray this stuff
here, and the next thing you know there s an updraft and it is

deposited over hera.

o
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v hon. friend knews that. That is what

Fappens in this Province. There is ne period of tima, Mr, Spealer,
betwean the uind and the updrafts in this Province vken it is safe

to spray. &nd I would submit, Sir, that rthat is as close te a
statemeant of Ffact that is possible to come in this verv groblematical
and questionable area. There {s no time when it Is safe, no time.

AN POM, MEMBEP: Early morning.

A romantic, Sir, we have a romantic In our
midst. Ve will ralk new, S54®, when we are talldng about “fataeil,
let us talk poetically and allegorically. Let us talk about the rosy

finpers of dawm -

P, 8, VEADY: Moonldght nighes.
Mm, WL DOES - and the bright meonlight nights and so on.

tet us taik about that, !'r. Speaker. Let us talk about it as romantics.
tthile the chemical goes inte the water supply and is drunk, and goes
over the wildlife and is consumed, and is sprayed next to communities
and 1is abserhed or consumed, let us talk romantically now abeut the
times when the spraving can take place. PRosy at dawn and bright
mognlight nights,

e, §5. NEAPRY: Yhat was it we used to call them, 'moonlight
parties’? Have a moonlight party and go out and spray.

URL W, BONWE: Totally ridiculous, Sir. Tetally ridiculous.
You have, Sir, added to this, the posgibility, the very great pessibility
of crasheg of afreraft. low who wvas ia%Ache M¥intster of Envircnment 7 -

who said it would be all right to ¢rash, that would not hurt anyone.

R, S, NEARY: "'o tnte Windsor Lake”, he said. You could
crash -
. POVE: Go right inte Windsor Lake, Sir, with a tankful

of the stuff. Let her go!
WP, A, MUPPHY: You are a bunch of schemers, the wheole lot of

you.
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M. PONE: I bag your parden,

¥p, 5. HEARY: Ye are what?

MR AL MVUPPHY: T never heard of ir.

R, 5. NEAPY: The Minister said it the other day.

PR, A, MUPPIY: I never heard of ir.

e, W, POVE: I am prepared to believe he has not heard of ir.
VP, 8. NEAPRY: The Minister should check the Hamsard.

R, A, MUPPIY: I never gaid Windsor lake.

o, C Check Hansard, 7The Minister did say ‘Wisdsor

Lake',in the Clity water supply.

AN BON, MEMRER: He could not say 'Windsor Lake’.
e, 8. NEAPY: He could not proncunce 'Windsor Lake’.
¥R W, AU I am prapared to believe he dees not rememier

saving it, Sir. I am prepared to believe he said it and dees not know
he said it. T am preparad to believe that. I will accept the hon.
mnenber's word for that.

The possibilicy of crashes, Yr. Speaker -
YNow T do not know what the statistics are but judging from the number
of crashes that one has heard tell of and read about in New Jrunswick,

for exanple -

m, o, FLIGHT: ¥ifreen. There were whole planeloads going
dovn,
MR, T

r. Speaker, there is ohvicusly a4 statistically

much greater probability of ecrashes in these aircrafr than any cother
aircraft, probably becsuse the pilots themselves fiying back and forth
through the spray that they are spraying out there,pet poisoned. Load
wariance, Mr. Speaker, updrafts, proxdimicy to the pround, all cf these
things, 'r. fpeagker, make this a very hazardous undertaking, an undertaking,
3ir, which can cazuze disaster. A crash new in the Town of Candar, 3ir,

that would Be nice, would it not? Spraying over Cander Lake and then

crash into the Town of Cander.

RO/
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MR. FLIGHUT: Read the headline.
¥p, W. NOVE: "Dudworm Spray Plane Crashes”, - Daily Glearer.

"Crashed this morning on “cLoughlin Road sixteen miles narth of here.

The plane is reported to have hit a telephone pole.' Pecovering spray
plane. Area now contaminated. Spray plens crask lands.™ A warning has
teen {ssued to residents of the Stanley and Cross Creek areas te stay
away from the crash scene of a budwor@ spraying aireraft. The plane,

a double wing Steerman, crashed in a field at Cross Creak last wesek while
artemnting to make a foreed landing. Forty gallons of cghamical mixture
used for spraying was spilled on the crash area. The spray plane

forced to locsze pesticide.” The spray plane was forced to jettisen a

load of pesticide inteo a farmer's fileld {n the Cole's Island area
Thursday worning, Mechanical troubles and they had to unload the tanlss, Sir.
The farmer vho owned the land was verv co-operative. lie probably was,
¢ir. EHe was probably in a comatose state, very co-operativa,

Mr. Speaker, it is a very hazardous undertaking
and the possibility of crashes, Sir, the probability of dangercus
crashes especially where the spraying is going on close to araag‘éf human
population and residence, Sir, makes this spray program as ocutlined by
the Covernment a very questicnable activity at best just from the
possihility of crashes along.

Then, 5ir, vou have the Alr Traffic Conrrollarg

in Cander coming out and uttering a public statement. Now vho ars

WO L
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MR, Y.N, ROWE: more reascnable and more rationral and have their heads

screwed on better than Sir, who are dealing

Air Traffiec Controllers,
with emergenciles, crisis situacions and peoples lives as a matter of
minute to minute activity and operation in their careers if it is not

these represented by the group in Gander,

Adr Traffie Controllers
Now, Sir, they have reserved unto themselves the right not to control,
not to exerclse thelr jurisdiction,to have nothing zo do wich these
srray planes as far as Gander Alrport is concerned because they recognize
the hazard, Mr. Speaker, as I undarscand it from reading the reports on
their statement, recognize the hazards involved with pilots who may
themselves not be compos mentls to a cer:&in extent as a result of
proximity to and close to this spray,perhaps made a little zroggy,
perhaps made a litcle bit Jess alert, lass able to deal with smergencles

than they ordinarily would be, The Alr Traffic Coatrollers, Sirp, we

have - Oh, it is a big joke over there, It is se

disgusting,
Mr, Speaker, 1t really is you know.
AN HCN. MEMBER: Look how serious they éra.
MR. W,N, BOWE: 1t really 1s, Mr. Speaker.
SOME HOM, HMEMBFERS: Ch, oh!
MR, NEARY: Yes, that is what it 1g like,
MR, W.N. ROWE: Disgusting, so disguscing, Mr. Speaker,
ME, NEARY: Thig is nonm-political. It involves people's health,
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
AN HOW, MEMBER: It has to do with politics.
MR. NEARY: What does it have to do with pelitics?

ME. W.N. ROWE: Treat this as a joke, Xr. Speakeri We will hear
somebody now, probably the meabe; for Grand Falls - Where is the member
for Grand Falls by the way? We will hear him tomorrow now, Sir, talking
abeut the {rrelevance of the House of Assembly. He will zalk about thact,
He will talk, Sir, about the meaningless of the House of Assembly in his
leadership statements, daily leadership statements. We will hear all

that, Mr. Speaker., Where is he now? His colleagues are in here grinning

LAY
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MR. W.N. ROWE: like -

MR, NEARY: Byenas.

MR. W.N. ROWE: Laughing like hyenas and grinning like jackanapes and
finding £t all very funny, Mr, Speaker, one of the most sericus problems
that any government would have to face treated with leviry znd joking
and -

MR. MORGAN: Nobody 1s trying to get funny.

MR, W.H. ROWE: Well why 1is everyone laughing over there?

MR. NEARY: No but gver here they are.

MR. MORGAN: Hobady 1is laughing here.

HR. NEARY: Over there.iook. Turn around and have a look at the

laughing hyenas behind you.

MR, W.N. ROWE: The members collaagues are all laughiag over there.
AN HON. MEMBER: Probably laughing at him.
MR. W.N. ROWE: Yes, they probably are laughing ac me. I am prepared

to accept that, Mr., Speaker. I am trying to make a sericus contribution
here so I fully expect to be laughed at by the membhers opposite. I
expact that, Sir. I would not be trying to root this crowd out and put
in another government, Sir, if I did not erxpect that they would laugh

at semething serious. I would be quite happy to live with the government,
the Premier and hils colleagues, Sir, if T thought they wers any good.

Mr. Speaker, they are not., They are not concerned abour thie matzer.
lone of the ministers who are primarily resgponsible for the matter are
concerned or concerned enough or have a grip on the situation that could
give any confidence at all to anvbody whe has seen them in operatiocm.

The people of Gander, Si{r, have expressed by a public
meeting thelir views on it and have apparently persuaded a couple of ministers
te change their wiews - either that or they just decided to throw out
semething for that occaslon which they did not beliesve in. ZJON television,
8ir, one of the most powerful mediwm in thi= Province, Sir, has come out

adivorally against the spray program.

MR. NEARY: HEBC editovral.
MR. W.N. ROWE: The winister does not know that, the Minister of Justice.

KXoy
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MR. W.N. ROVE: He was not listening to his
colleague the other day being torn to shreds by one of the
newsman here op the Hot Seat program whare the minister care
out and said, "YMo way we aze going to withdraw.”
MR, MEARY: Got usp and walked off.
Practically walked off the program.
MR, HICKMAN: I read the edirorizl in the
Daily News.
YR, W.MN, POWE: The aditorial in the Daily Yews,
Sir, decries also the lack of any imagination or forest management
by this goverament over the last six or seven years as well, Sir,
which might have pracluded, might have stopped the necessity of
gerting into this poison chemical treatment that we are now having
to suffer. Some very concerned bodies in the Province, Sir, have
come out flat against this program.

Hr. Speaker, one of the things that
I have not heard any government comment on, Sir, is one of the aspects

which I mentioned there a little while

B -
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ARLWLADWE:

ago concerning the fact that New Brunswick now is on a treadmill chat it
cannot get off., Anybedy who has a simple basic knowledge of the sciencs
of generics, Mr, Speaker, knows thal wien you use a pesticide such as
this one you are geing to create a situation, an evolutionary sitvation
which wili require that there be a survival of the fittest syndrome tace
place in the spruce budworm.or any other imsect fer that mat?er. You

are going to have a situavion where the strongest of these budworms survive
and of course give their strong propercies to their progany in succeeding
generacions. And youw are going te have, dr. Speaksr, produced by the
long-term use of this spray, they are going to develep here,as they have
developed in Hew Brunswick,a super budworm problem, a budworm, Sir, which
is genetically much screnger, much wore capahle of surviving than the
budworm which started out fifreen or twenty years age, & budworm aow
created by man made devices, the spray itself and which may not be able

te be coped with at all by nacural or Ly chemical agans.

HR.F.ROWE: It has Matacil for desert.
HR.WLROWE: Hatacil, Sir, is a joke, any other spray is a

joke unless you use quantities whieh are dangercus to wildiife and
to human beings, and then of course, what happens then is that a
stronger pudworm again comes out of that milieu as well.

So, Mr, Speaker, that is the situation. I
baelieve I have outlined in general terms the fact that this goverument
by its ministers has not shown the concern necessary to convince us or
the people of the Province that they know what they are doing. In fact,
thelr positive actions have demonstrated that tihey do not koow what Chey
are doing, they do not have a grip on this hroblem, that they feel
chemselves to be on shaky ground, chat they can be persuaded, they can
get up on their high haorse ome day and be persuaded to reconsider che
next day, :=hey can say,'No reconsideration, We are convinced of che necessivy
of this programme’one day and the next day ceoue cut and say? We are going

to reconsider ir, maybe we are wrong."

Tog b
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Jdl. WL AOWE S sow 1 admire their fraukness, Hr, Speaker, I admire
the nonesty of these ministers who,if they believe thar,would come out
and concradict themselves in the space of twenty-four hours. Bug, Mr.
$peaker, it is nardly cause for rejoleing, It is hardly cause for us
or their supporters ot the people of the Provinece to jump up and down
apd say that our 13523_ are in competent hands, that this is a government
witden 15 going to look after our best interests. &o, lr, Speaker, You
are talking about a goverument, Sir, which has ciosen this artificial
device because it dees not have the morale or the heart or the energy
re look for other alteraatives which may 2e more difficult to implement,
may be more expensive, may require more hard woric but, Sir, which may

in the long run be much were productive, much more positive, much more
beneficial to the people of this Province and the forests that we are
trying to protect.

We have a government, 5ir, which has shewn in all
the ministers who have been questioned and have made public starements,
we have seen a government, Sir, which has shown abysmal ignorance, Lack
of knowledge,on the use of this particular spray. Sure, #r. Speaker,
when we have asked questions ministers have gone down and gorten a little
bit of basic research done by taeir advisors in thelr departmentcs, then
they come up and the next time the question is asked they unow the answer
to it. But, Mr. Speaker, from start to finish when this thing was
first mooted in this House some weeks age, as far as this year's
programme is concerned, from start to now, Ar. Speaker, thls govermment

has

-
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MR. W. ROWE:

shown lack eof foresight, lack of energy, lack of frankness
with the people of the Province, lack of confidence,

self confidence in their own knowledge of their own
ability to cope with this problem and, Sir, have not
convinced anybody that they have sized up and considered
all the many dangers involved or that they are doing
anything but taking the easy way ocut, a way out which

New Brunswick teok twenty-odd years ago or so and

which is now ruing the day it ever took that easy way
sut. And with strong administrations such as the one

in Nova Scotia and the one in B.C. having rejected out of
hand, Mr. Speaker, resort toe this kind of a programne,
they have shown confidence ia their ability te deal with
this problem in other ways with other alternative medasures.
They realized, Mr. Speaker, that they are accountable to
the people. And if they are going to get involved in a
programme which on the face of it looks dangerous and
risky to the health and welfare of the people,then they
have a burden of proof, Mr. 3peaker. They have to prove
without a shadow of a doubt that this programme is safe
and that this programme is not risky.

The government of Nova Scotia
and the goveranment of B.L. and the government of Maine
and the government of P.E.I. have been honest with
themselves and with the public, Mr. Speaker, and they
have admitted that they cannot make that guarantee to
the people of the provinces that they are eslectad to govern
rationally and sensibly. They canunot make that
guarantee. They cannot guarantee that there are no
serious risks attendant om this poison spray programame
invelving Matacil or any other chemical pesticide, They

cannot make the guarantee, Sir. They have said that

O
Yk
)

o,
S



May 29, 1978 Tape 3636

4
]
i
[N

HR. W. ROVE:

they cannot relieve themselves in the public eye

of the burden of proof, the thyrden of proof being

that this is a safe programme which will not cause any
harmful effects on the human or animal population of

the provinces. And because they are governments with
couvrage, Sir, -and all Kinds of adminiscrations iavolved.
B11ll Bennett's administratien in B.C. is Social Credit; a
Liberal Administration in Nova Scotia; T do not know
what 15 down in Maine down there, Mr. Speaker. Republizan,
I believe.

MR. NEARY: Ho. It is Democratic,probably.

MR. W. ROWE: Probably Democcratic.
MR. NEARY: That 1s the equivalent of the Liberals.
MR. Y. ROWE;: But it could in fact be Republican which

is the equivalent of Conservative.

AN HONW. MEMBER; It isg.

MA. W. ROWE: It is Republican 1in Maine.
MR. HNEARY: Oh {iv is, Well what abour -
MR, W, ROWE: S0 you are talking, Mr. Speaker =~

MR. HICKMAN: Ne.

MR, W. ROWE: Tt i3 Democratic,is £ft? What is 1t?
MR. HICKMAN: Both parties are (inaudible). They

are independanc.

MR. HEARY: Oh my. Well now that 1s good.
MR. W, ROWE: S0, Mr. Speaker, we have an independant .

governor.

MR. HICKMAN: The membar for LaPaile {inaudible).
MR. NEARY: I would understand that, Sir, That 1is L s
right. That is my territory. I should be down there

running for governor. -
MR. W. ROWE: He should run as independant premier,

no party, no nothing, next time, Mr. Speaker. Just put
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MR, Y. ROWE:

himself out as independant premier of this Province.

MR. NEARY: Do not give me any fdeas here now.

MR. W. ROWE: I can see it now, Sir, the Liberals and the
P.C.s and the NDP and then the hon. member for LaPoile
district vtunning as independant Premier, Mr. Speaker.

That would be -~

MRE. MEARY: Do not put any ldeas in =y mind there.

MR. W. ROWE: T withdraw that, Mr. Speaker, for fear
that I might have put ideas 4in the hon. member's mind.

But, Sir, it is a very serious
matter and governments of all stripes and all pelitical
persuasion, Sir, have shown the courage and the guts
and the intestinal fortirude to say: No. We canmot
relieve ourselves of the burden of proof, we cannot
make the guaranctee that this will be risk free, that this
will net jewpardize seriously the health of animals
and humans in this Province or this state, Mr. Speaker.
Therefore we will not exercise our decision making
power to put such a programme} insidious programme,l
would sayioto effect. We will take alternative
measures, We will take other measures, tieasures which will
be more difficult to implemenz, will cost more money
which will have the byproduct af employing men, Mr.
Speaker, in high unemployment areag by the way which
we ceuld do with here in this Province. But we are not
going to get into this chemical spray prcgramme.”

Mr. Speaker, if this
government would be wise, then this povernment would go
down in history as a government which,at last after
five or six years of power characterized by policical

expediency and unkept commitments,
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HB. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, at last this government has shown

the moral courage necessary to say, "No, we will not impose this

programme on the people of this Province,"

take a firm decision,
Mr, Speaker, not the wishy-washyness, not the one thing one day
and the other thing the next, Mr, Speaker, take a fimm decision
and say, "No, we admit we made a mistake, We admit that we were
duped by certain interests and certain people who might have had
an axe to grind or may have been carrying somebedy else's brief,
who knows? But we admit we were duped, We admit we did not
receive the good advice that we should have received., We now take
the firmyunalterable decision, Mr. Speéker, ta halt the spray
programme, to seek alternate measures of salvage, of forest management,
of reforestation, of afforestation, of thinning, and all the other
attributes of a good forest management programme in this Province,
Sir, and with the determination and the will and the energy to
lick this problem by the expenditure of the meney and the work
nacessary:‘I am sure, Sir, that this Province and the people in
it would be forever grateful to this govermment for showing
sore courage, for showing that it does not intend to get into
this risky programme and that we will implement the programme which
has the best interests of the people in mind, and which dees not
runt the risk of causing danger and serious jeopardy to the health and
welfare of this Province, Sir,

I hope, Sir, that this government, now after this
debate, will taks that kind of a strong stand in favour of courage
and in favour of the right kinds of things with our forests and
cur forest industry, Mr. Speaker, I do hepe that the government will
show the sezme kind of courage that ather gnvarnmenCS in Canada have
been able to show, Mr. Speaker, EC, Y¥ove Scotia, PEI, and perhaps
others will follow suit later om, Mr. Speaksr. This government should
show that kind of courage and at last redeem itself in the eyes of the
Hewfoundland people.

SOME HOM, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR, IPEAKER: The hon. mewmber for LaPoile,
R, HEARY: Mr. Spesker, it Is getting near six and I do

not know 1f Your Henour will want me to start now because I -

AN HON. MEMBER: Do start.
MR. NEARY: Okay, I will start. W4ell, Mr. Speaker, when

this debate started, Sir, I believe my hon. friend who moved

that the regular order of business of this House be adiourned to
have an emergency debate on the government's decision te spray

as apposed to looking at the alternatives, I think my hon. frisnd
meant it to be a non-partisan, non-political debate, where members
of this House =

SOME HON. MEMBERS: That is right.

MR. MORGAN: It is nor that znymore.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, where members of this House would

vote sctording to the dictates ¢f their own conscience,

MR, FLIGHT: Right.
MR, NEARY: Ané now, Mr. Speaker, my hon. friend, the Minister

of Tourism, has interjected a little bit of polities into it.

MR, MORGAN: Naot anymore.

HR. NEARY: Squirted a little bit of peison.

MR, MORGAN: I have not spoken yet.

MR. NEARY: Squirted a little bir of poison into the House,

ler zlone the poison they are golng to squirt outside the iouse,

MR, MORGAN: You have poison on the brain.
MR, NEARY: The hon. gentleman, Sir, who is Miniscer of

Tourist Development 1n this Province, where tourists may he sprayed
in this Province, if they come in the first week In June and the
second week in June and maybe the whole of June wonth they stand
to be sprayed with this Marcacil, with this poisonous chemical
that will be floating around in the air of this Provinece for days
and days after it is unleashed from these spray planes,

How, Mr, Speaker, how do we get it back to
becoming a non-partisan, non-political debate? How can we gilve

zembers on the govermment side, the backbenchers and the ministers

Vo
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MR, NEARY: who are opposed to spraying, how can we give
these people an gpportunity to vote yes or no?

How over supper time, Sir, I am geing to
think about that and I am going to try to figure out how we

can give members on both side of the House -

MR, MORCAN: We know our own conscience.

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker, because if we =~

MR, STMMONS: If you find it let me know.

MR, NEARY: Mr, Speaker, L{f we keep debating this

macter until eleven o'clock tonight, the debate will merely
peter out and no decis{ion will have besn taken and therein lies

the problem. I am on the horns of a dilemna because I do not Lnow -

MR, MORGAN: The last speaker was partisan,

MR, NEARY: I beg your pardon?

MR. MDRGAN: The last speaker, the Leader of the Opposition,
MR, W. ROWE: Ge  away.

MR, NEARY: I do not lmow, Sir, how we can bring abour

a vote because I do know there are members on the government side,
both ministers and backbenchers, whe are deadly opposed to this
spraylng programme.

SOME HON. MEMBERS; Hear, hear!

MR, NEARY: New, Sir, hew do thev zet a chance to express

their feelings and to vote for or against, aye or nay?

MR. J. CARTER: The motieon does not call for it,
MR, NEARY: Well,perhaps we will zmend the motion.

L O
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MR. NEARY: That is right, B2 norion does

not call for a votre and that {s a problem,

MR. W. ROWE: Well, 1t 1s the nature of this
kind of a debate unfortunately.

MR. HNEARY: That is the nature of the debate.
Now we have to figure out a way over suppertime to let sonme
af che members on the government side - the member for
Kilbride (Mr. Wells), I believe, might be opposed to the
spraying programme. The hon. gentleman has been very
conscientiously listening to the debate this afterncon and

I believe the hon. gentleman, if he were given an opportuniry
to vote, might vote agalnst it. And I could be wrong, but

the homn. gentleman might vote for it. I believe the hon.

the member for Ferryland (Mr. Power) would like an opportunity
to put iz to a free vote, and Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow).
The hon. gentleman from St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter} has
already indicated what he would do - he would straddle the
fence with a big picker right up the middie.

MR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) Order, please!

MR, MEARY: I move the adjoccrnment of the
debate, Sir, 1f {t is in order.
MR, SPEARER: As Lt {s now 6:00 P.M,, T leave

the Chair until 8§:00 B.M.
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DUESTICN #1

Mr. Nearf (LaPoile) -~ to ask the Honourable the Minister
of Health fto lay upon the Table of the House the following
information:

{1} Amount in fees paid by M.C.P. for consuitation

and sﬁrgery performed by doctors on staff of the
Medical School.

(2} Are these fees paid directly to individual!l doctors
on svaff of the Medical Schoo! or are the fees
deposited in a common fund to be used at the
discration of the Dean of Medicine and/or a special
committee of his staff? |

(3) List of disbursements from this common fund for

the years 1974, 1975, (976 and 1977.

ANSVWER
(17 Amount of M.C.P. fees paid tc doctors on staff of
the Medica! School 1978, §1,971,069
{2) Payment of fees are made directiy to physicians”
who rendered service.
(3) We have no invoivement with any common fee fund

that might exisT.

March 30, 1978




Mr. Neary (La?oile) - To ask the Honourable the Minister
of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the following
information: N

What plans do the Government have to supply prescrip-

tion drugs to citizens of Newfoundland and Labrador

who have no other income except 0ld Age Security?

ANSWER:

Drugs are supplied free of charge to residents of the
Province who have been assessed by the Department of
Soclal Services and certified as being unable to bear
the cost of buying prescribed drugs. As previously
indicated in the House, Government presently is con-
sidering the possibility of introducing a program to
provide subsidized prescription drugs to citizens over

age 65.

MAY 2, 18978




#2

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) - to ask the Honourable the Minister of

Health to lay upon the Table of the House the following information:

ANSWER?

What plans do the Government have to supply
prescription drugs to citizens of Newfoundland
and Labrador who have no other income except 0ld

Age Security?

Drugs are supplied free of charge to residents of
the Province who have been assessed by the Department
of Social Services and certified as being unable to
bear the cost of buying prescribed drugs. The
requests of the Senior Citizens of the Province for
some form of assistance Is now receiving the
very active consideration of the Government,

!
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QUESTION # 3

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) - to ask the Honourable the
Minister of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the

following information:

What plans do the Government nave o supply

eye glasses to needy people of all ages?

ANSWER:

OQur program for the supply of eyeglassas
primarily covers all school children for whom
parents have been assessed by the Department
of Scocial Services as being unable To pay the
cost of prescribed eyeglasses. A few adults

qualify where there ars extenuating circumstances.

While we continue to review our program to consider
extending coverage to needy adults, the cost would

be prohibitive, sspecialiy in a Time of cons?rainf.'
For example, if the ags group of cver 50 years wers
considered, we would anticipate approximately 100%
application wifth rough cosT estimate of over 31,000,000
tor examination and ey=glasses in the first year.

To this we would have 7o add costs that would‘have

to he borne by the Department of Social Services for
transportation and board and lodging.

15, 1978




QUESTION # 4

Mr. Neary»(LaPoi!e) - Fo ask the Honourable the
Minister of Health to lay upon The Table of the House the
following fnformafion:

What plans do the Government have fo supply dentfures

to needy people of all ages?

ANSWER:

In addressing the dental needs of our -residents,

our efforts and expenses have been primarily

directed towards expanding the availability of deqfai
sarvices to all rural areas. We are pleased wifh
progress to date, 2lthough there still remains some
areas that are underserviced. We will continue our
aefforts with recruitment and placement of denfists

until the whole Province has reasonable access to

dental services. Once this is accomplished, we can Then
direct our atfention towarde extended coverage,

one area of which is dentures for needy residents.

MARCH 15, 1978




QUESTION #5 . -

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) ~ to ask the Honourable the
Minister of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the
following information:

(1) Number of times commercial aircraft were
chartered when Government aircraft+ unavailable
for emergency air ambulance service in 1974,
1975, 1976 and 19777

(2) Total cost of chartering commercial aircraft
for the years 1974, 1975, 1976 and 1977 to
transport patients to hospital?

(3) Name of company or individual from whom air-
craft was chartered when Government aircraft
unavailable for emergency air ambulance

sexvice?
ANSWER:

(1) YEAR CHARTERS FOR AIR BMEULANCE
1974-75 59
1975-76 71
1976-77 60
1977-78 {(to Jan.31) 65

255

(2} YEAR CosT
19874-75 526,839
1975~76 47,230
1976~77 30,521
1977-78 (to Jan.31l) 84,795

(3) Names of Charter Company used for Air

Ambulance Flights

Newfoundland and Labrador Air Transport Ltd.
Universal llelicopters Ltd.

Viking Helicopters Ltd.

Seven Islands Helicopters Ltd.
Labrador Airways Ltd.
International Grenfell Association
Gander Aviation

Port aux Basqgues Air Services
Wentzells Flying Service
MacKenzie Air

Business Flight Ltd.

Executive Air

Aprll 26, 1978
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QUESTION

216

Mr. Neary (LaPeoile) - to ask the Honourable the Minister

of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the following

information:

(1)

{2)

(3)

(4)

As of January 1, 1978, is there a waiting list of
persons awalting admission for treatment or care
at the Waterford Hospital and, if so, how many

persons are on that waiting list?

As at January 1, 1978, what is the in-patient
capacity of the Waterford Hospital in accordance

with proper accreditation standards?

As at January 1, 1978, how many of the in-patients
at the Waterford Hospital are susceptible to
improvement in their mental ﬁr nervous condition

as a result of psychiatric treatment as compared

to the number of in-patients who are not susceptible
to improvement through psychiatric treatment but

who require primarily supervision, nursing and

medical care?

As at January 1, 1978, how many medical doctors
were on the full-time staff of the Waterfiord

Hospital, and of these, how many were psychiatrists?



ANSWER:

(1)

(2)

(3)

April 26,

No waiting list for active or forensic services,

as of January 1, 1978.

Rated bed capacity, including new wing, is 500

beds, as of January 1, 1978.

About 75 patients were susceptible to improvement
in their mental conditions as a result of
psychiatric treatment. The remaining approximately
300 will reqguire extensive if not permanent
hospitalization and supervision although a few
with extensive treatment, behaviour modification
programs, etci, may be advanced to a point where
they can be transferred to a supervised program

other than as an in-patient of this hospital.

On January 1, 1978, there were 8 full-time
medical doctors on staff and of thésa, 7 were

psychiatrists.

1878




QUESTION #17

Mr.

Neary {LaPoile) - 10 ask the Honourable the Minister of

Health to lay upon The Tabie of the House the foliowing

information:

p

(2)

(3)

(4)

ANSWER

(1)

As at January 1, 1978, how many persons were in-parents
of the Waterford Hespital, showing how many of these

were male and how many female patients?

With reference to the in-patients of the Waterford
Hospital as at April |, [977, how many of these in-
patients were resident in the Topsail Road wing of the

said Hospital?

As at April |, 1977, how many patients were being

treated by the Waterford Hospital as out-patients?

As at April (|, 1977, with respect to the in-patients
of the Woterford Hespital, how many of ihese in-patienis
require care as gross gefectives and how many of the

said in-patients require care because of senility?

As at January |, 1978, there were 338 in-patients in

Waterford Hospital. Males 231 - Females 1[27.



QUESTION #19

Mr. ﬁeary (LaPoi le) - +o ask the Honourable The Minister
of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the following
information: |

| (a} How many Occupational Therapists were recruited
cutside the province in 1974, 1975, 1976 and
19777

(b) In what provinces or countries were these

Occupational Therapists recruited?

ANSHER

(ay 1974 8

1975 . 5

1976 6

1077 6

25
{b)} Other Provinces &
ireland 9
England 4
U.S.A. 3
Australia [
Japan t
india ]

April 1, 1978




QUESTION #40

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) - fTo ask the Honcurabie the Minister
of Health to lay upon the Tablie of the House the following
information: -

Have any financia! arrangements been made with the other

Atiantic Provinces to construct a new dental scheol for

Atlantic Canada?

ANSWER
No financial arrangements made with the other
Atlantic Provinces fo construct a new dental school

for Atlantic Canada.

April 2i, 1978




QUESTION #61

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) =~ to ask the Honourable the

Minister of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the

following information:

Table a statement showing incidents of stomach cancer
in Newfoundland and Labrador for the years 1974, 1375,

1376 and 1977.

ANSWER:
YEAR MALE FEMALE MNEW CASES
1974 74 33 107
1975 65 26 91
1976 69 22 81

-

Figures for 1977 are not yet available.

April 26, 1978




QUESTION #62 -

Mr. Neary‘(LaPoile) - to ask the Honourabie the Minister
of Health To iay upen the Table of The House the following
informaticn:

Total number of deaths in Mewfoundland and Labrador

for heart %aiiure tfer the years 1974, 1973, 1976 and

19777

ANSWER
Deaths from diseases of the heart

1974 1053

1975 11ce

Tabulations for 1976 and 1977 are not yet available

from Statistics Canada.

Aprit 20, 1978




QUESTION #63

Mr.

Neary {LaPoile) ~ tc ask the Honourable the Minister

of Health to iay upon The Table of the House +the following

information:

(1)

(2)

(3}

ANSWER

April

(r)

(2)

(3

21,

LisT The members of The Medical Care Commission.

Date of appointment

Duration of appoinfment

Chairman

Mr. Roger Cresbie

Members

Or. itvan Woolfrey

Or. H.J. Blackwood

Or. P.A. Spurrell

Mr. John Lloyd

Mrs. Ford Neal

Mrs. George G.R. Parsecns
Mr. John W. McGrath, LL.B.
Mr. Stephen Gallagher, C.A.
Miss Maureen Green, LL.B.

Officio Members

Coputy Minister of Health or his designato

Execytive Director ot the Commission.

January |, (978

Two years.

1978




QUESTION #75

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) - fto ask the Honourabie the Minister
of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the foilowing
information:

A report by the Canadian Public Health Association

into possible effects of flucride contamination from

the ERCO phosphorous piant at Long Harbour.

ANSWER
Copy of +he Interim Report of the Canadian Public

Health Association is tabled herewith.

Final report is expected in June {978,

Aoril 21, 1978




QUESTION #82

Mr. Neary (LaPoile) - to ask The Honourable the Minister of

Health to lay upon the Tabie of the House the folliowing information:

{a)

(b}

ANSWER

April

{a)

(b)

21,

Statement of number ‘of ambulances in the province

cperating under the Government's Ambulance Program.

Number of ambulance drivers who have complied with The
regulations, standards and training setf by the Public

Utifities Board and the Depariment of Health.

This part of the Question was tabied previously in

answer to Question #26.

The Public Utilities Board has only set standards that
apply to the type of vehcile and equipment that mus¥

be used in operating an ambulance service. Alil ambulances
must comply with the regulation, otherwise they cannot

recaive a permit to operate.

Reguletions governing the fraining of ambulance drivers
have not vet been implemented. My Deparfment is continuing
its efforis +o {irst gsiablish o course of lraining lor
drivers which witl be icllowed in due course with

requiations.

1978
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The lHouse resumed atv 3:90 7.
dr. Speaker in the Chair.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

The hon. the member feor LaPoile.
MR, HEARY: Mr. Speaker, when the House rose
at 6:00 P.M. for supper, Sir, T was thinking out loud of
ways and means te devise a method whereby there would ba

a free vote taken on this matter of spraying, Sir, as

opposed to looking at the alternatives to the spray progranne.

I am sure, Hr, Speaker, if members
on both sides of the House were able to vote according te
“f their consciences , to break party ranks - the trouble is,
you sae, Hr. Speaker, as Your Honecur knows, we are into z
gituation where we are merely debating, and when we reach
11:00 P.M. the liouse will then adiourn and no vote will be
taken. And T believe, Sir, that this issue is important
enough that a vote should be taken. And before I take my
seat I will propose an amendment te the motion made by my
hon. friend that will give members on either side of the
licuse an opportunity to vote ou this urgent and sericus

matter accotding to the dictates of their consclences,

ME. W. N. ROWE: Right.
MR . WEARY: If they believe in the spray programme,
then vote for it. If they believe ag we do, that we should

look inte the asltermatives, the alternatives,of course,being
harvesting the wood, raforestation -

Al HOW,. MEMBER: Forest management .,

R, HEARY: - harvest the wood that was damaged
by the spruce budworm, and that can be done, Mr. Speaker, hy
B just taking out of methballs the equipment that was used in
the Labrador logging operation here on the Island of
Wewfoundland and in Goose Bay to harvest the damaged wood,
get assisrance from the CGovernment of Canada, funding from

the Government of Canada, a ich ereation sropramme wheraeby

8L45
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NITARY pur anemployed - and God osaly

knows we need it in the worst kind of way - woeuld be

put to work cutting the damaged wood, open up the Linerbeard
mill, feed some of the damaged wood into the Linerbeoard mill
and 1f necessary, gzive some of the wood to the sawmills

that are closed down in this Province for lack of raw
material. lNow, Hr. Speaker, does that not make a great

deal of common sense? Hacher than go out and spray the whole
Province with this poisonous chemiecal, why not go for the
alternatives? Why not approach DREEL and the Minister of
Manpower in the Government of Canada and putr a propesal forward
te the Government of Canada whereby we would explore the
alternatives, and that 1s te build roads to the damaged
timber, cut the wood damaged by the budworm and then
simultaneously carry out an intansive forest management
programme - thinning, reforestation and reseeding witgh a
strain less susceptible to budworm atzack.

HdR. J. CARTER: How long do you think it would rake
that to grow?

AR. MEARY: flow long would it trake it to grow?
Jell, ¥Mr., Speaker, it really dees not make that much differance
because what we are talking about here is abeut five million
cords of wood that have been damaged by the spruce budworn
and %1 would think that over half of rhat at the praosent tilne
is unsalvageable, zannot be recoverad - it 1ls 7one, lost to
this Province forever for the simple reason, Mr. Speaker,
that the government have sat on their haunches since 1971

and dene nothing.

MR, J. CARTER: Some of the wood in this Preovinece is

not able fto be harvested.

MR . HEARY: Hr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman had
is chance to speak today, Sir. The Hinister of Forestry

and dzriculture, Sir, made a statement today and he has

made it befere inm cthis hon. House, that the firsr signs
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Jond

of spruce budwvarzm were bach in

1971 and cthe major outbreak, Sir, of spruce budworm in
this Province, coincidentally with the change of sovernment,

by the way, was discoversd in 1972.

M. J. CARTER: Sabotage.
. MR, HEARY: o, but that was just a coincidence,

Sir, that that was the same year that the goverament changed.
The major outbreak of the spruce budworm in liewfoundland

came the same year that we zot a Tory Sovernament. tow

that is just a e¢olneidence, I am not blaming that on the

Tories. And sa, Mz, Speaker, the government have sat back

g

on their haunches for over silx years and 4id nothing about
this. They should nave started to salvage that wood back
in 1971 and 1972, They did not do a thing about it and now
a5 &4 dasperation move they have hit the panic button and
now they are geing to spray this matacil, thisg poisonous
chemical all over the Province.

Mp,J.CARTEP: On a point of srder, Mr., Speaker,

Pt
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A polne of order has been ralsed.

80 far T have heen the only one on Tho

e

sovernpent side 1f1e has spoken. Tha mpression {5 heing left by the

hon, gentleman and by the previous speaker, the Leadar of the Opposition,
that the proposal is to spray this whole Island vith poisen. Yow 0o

such proposal has teen made by the government and certainly o

such propogzal has been cspoused by myself. I sald one has to be
extremely careful bur thank goodness the chemilcal that is being proposed
iz a lot safer thap some of the chemicals chat might have been used and

I would like this point to be absolutely and clearly understood. 1

feel vhere {s misrerresentation here,

MR, BPEAK T de not think there is any matter con

urich the Chair has to make a decision, There is no poilot of order,

HP, VEARY L v, Speaker, T thank, Your Honour, for
rhe protection of the Chair. Bacl in 1376yFy the way, for the heneiic

af hon. members of the House whoe may heve rrave doubts about the spros
programme here ip this Province as well as in the other previoces - in
New Brunswick.for example.where they carry on a spray programte, the
Yinister of Forestry and Agriculture, the gentleman that had his salary
reduced to $1.00 rhis vear, the gentlerman who is now poinp tooth and nail
at this spraying programre, 5ir, is quoted in the Palifax Fersld oack

in Fecember, 1976 as raving thar thers are just [oo many unanswvered
ruestions relatinp te both the effectiveness of a spray programme and

the onvironmental conseguences. That 1s the present Minister of Torestry
and fpriculvure vho was gusted in the Uplifax Hernld in December of 1076
who made that sraterent. fnd now the gentleman hirs done o complets
revarsal, turned himself inside out, a complete flip, 2 turnabout and

is now going all out to carry en, Sir, the bind of o sprav prograrme In
this Province that was outlawed by the Leapue of Mations follewing the
FTrst Unrld Yar.

e

fow, ¥Mr. Speaker -
ML J CAPTER: Does not the hen. nesher remerber

that the Literals were calling for a spray prograrme ever since 19717
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vy, the bon, Pindgter of Frorespry

o, 9ir, is surting forvard on oarzument that mters

use 00,00 cords of wood a vear and that the government in thelr propramm
are pnly protacting the annual harvest, only ;roteccing the annual harvest,
ohigh krings me to the auestion raised by the member for %t. Jehn's Nerth
{r.J.Cartar) about the other wood that is being damaped by the spruce
tudvorm.  There it is just laying there and if it is not cut within

five vears after it is attacked by the spruce hudworm it is lost to

the Province forever.

TLMEMBED: Less than five years.

Lass than five vears, Sir, and now here

e are into our sixth vear and some of that wood, 1 would suspect over

half of it,has been lost to 'lewfoundland forever. 2And if we are poing

to salvare the other couple of million cords out of the five millien cords
that has been damaged then we have te getceracking on a hasvesting programve
that will at least save some of This wood te he used in the Linsrhoard

will to ke stoeckpiled, o ke used in sawmills, some of it could bhe

ae

gxnorted , some of it could even bhe used, “Yr. Speaar, ir a process Lo
senerate elestricity in this Provinca, There ave techniques now, Sir,
shere vou can use wood-firad plants to generate elegtricivy and Ced

anly tnowBwith five million cords of wood now dying or dead on the

stump thae that woed, Sir, would he used to geneyate a lot of electricity
bere on the Island by using the precess that 1s being develeoned in

ather countries and other states and other nrovinces where they are usinp
coal and wood to renarate electyizity. That =ould he a pood use to put

that wood to and in the process we would creaste hadly nceded iohs

o the Island, Sirv, and 1o Labrader.

Yo, Yr. Speaker, T saw the hon.
YiIndster of Healrh on television teaight, Sir, standing up as 1f he
had the infallibiliey of the Pope, shoutinm and roarine and srraschine
and hawling and saying]l am the Yinister of FHealth and T am”- it is
unparliamentary to use the lanpusze that the hon, gentleman used, ''T

am the “inleter of Vealth and do wou think hccpuse T am the MYindater

af Pealthk thar 7 oan rodng o allew anvibfiny to bapren o My p



sut urn saving thag =mataeil is safe-and I

said Lt ver, the minister himselfl cannot say

ner danage the health, it iz rot a threat o

The mindlsrer in a statement recently coveved himself by saving that

vou crrnot be sure,

Ry
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S el acvepd ey sy o
ke i SNVITONNGALD,

could aos say
sazg oand the alnistor cannor say Lo soaizht Lecauso foe mizlster

15 00 sacsup svidencs, aas e hard avidence o say i.at

matacil 15 2ot

agersus to the hsalth of ocur peonle. 50 the
zizdster can stand wp all he wants and say to s public audisnce,
Fur ©oam rue JHoister of (dealfiand I osay te thac, se whot? For

aigter can bring forwvavd I san Lrisg formvarnd

e Lo counter his euperts aud hie zeientists and his chendsos,

dmd the minister cannof produce that maay experts In the flrst

nlagce. We ecan produce move on this side fo verdiv tha fact thal

matacil iz unproved,

UL, . BOWE: iz 1s a numbers game.
VR, CEARY: Tt ds o numbers geme, Sir. matacil is se far

f unproved, and it is only used lo the United Stalfcs under very
zogtrollied circumstances and ths “dnister of Torestry, ids
- colleague says, "Tut the latlonal Pescarel Council and siz

Siy, Jdid they oor 3oy the szmd fking about thalidanide iz £07
: ¥ b ’

. WHITD:
SN, dEART: Did they zot say che sans nains?

2111 oporevs unbil it i

health of che

srogramue go on usre io this Pr

Even dovn in

he used under extremaly contoel

*, U, DOWE: Aad cottan,
T, NoanY: And eszd on Mr.

Bi51



sut un, asnd the bonm., gentlezman 18 no axpert in this fia21d, no

zrpart. The hona. zearleman 1Is a lay maun. And T will take the

apd, 5ir, of the doetor in Gandey who tras af that meeting,

Br, Thurlow, whe says that there could be vary seriocus side

affects o matacil. T2 could cause cancer,

R, W, TOVL: Suyz Dr, Savars admitted shat.

TR, NEARY: And Dy, Zevers admdtted Lt the gentleman's

ovn Assistant Deputy Minister,is he?

1M, SEARY:

2. Y. FZ: There are  fapreirogenic zpents

&

fe said agoabs in
T, NTATN That is righe, 34z, Aod this -
TRV, RWE: Zroven,
TR NEARY: I lez vour parden. Bid the hom,
sontlenan gay, "Prove fy."
TR, T, IO , I zaid proven.
r ¥ M, proven.
m, o, manh i "Proven ooy spents lu

matacil®.

CEARY Mr. Saczher, '8

govarnment tahon leave of thalr sensas?

complztels beserk rone as my Don.
of thelr minds? foing

aaulrzisg znl soraving

where man and vonen and



i

cewiag in 4 varey short oi-no,

VO, NEANY. “uin the blueberrles, and zuin the bateassles and

then, “Ir, Speater. e are told thisz afrornosn by che hon, Leadar

mast. ruh of o4 wacla yoar, that you onuld spray. Oy Flve wavs,

LV

k]
Toad

Le an updraft and et sprar, oven nhough i ls

Slzboug’ averyiod
£ g
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SR GEARY: Jad that is why the minister and

thie government steerad agway from the Avalon Peninsula.

They did net want to get the population of the Avalon
Ferninsula worked up, but the people in the rural parts of
the Provinee, it 1s alright to squirt the poison on them.
And then you have fishermen out in boatrs bring in loads of
codfish with that stuff drifting around in the air. The
next thing vou know you will kill our market for codfisgh.
And then what about the tourists? My hon. friend this
afterncon, who seems tao be in favour of the spray progranme

- and 1f he was not, Sir, ler him get up and say so in this

House tonlght that he is against 1it, break party ranks -~
what abeut all the tourists who are coming in here? When
they hear tell of the ’planes taking off from (ander
International Airport -~ and I might say, Sir, that to ay
knowledge this is the first time that an iatermational
airport has been used to launch the poilsonous spray.
UJsually they use airports that are completely removed from
the population, airports that have to be reactivated, that
were probably used during the Second World Var somewhere

for training purpeses or landing strips away off in che

country. Here we are going to use the Iuternational Ailrport

S

and all thaz has to happen, Mr. Speaker, is one of these
spray 'planes - and I belleve there have been seventaen
crashes, have %hers not?

R, W, N, ROVE: Semething arocund that nunber.

AR, HEARY: - about seventeen or eiphteen crashes
over in New Brumswick. All you have to de 15 have one of
these plow into the runway, go off the end of the runway,
have that stuff get in the air out there and the next thing
you know all the big 'planes coming over from Europe will
stop using Gander Adrport because they will be afraid that
the saptalns and the first offficers of the airplanes c¢ould

vaery casily be affected by this stuff. Becauss [ am told

1
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MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, and I have it hera
in front of me somewhere, the hard evidence thag this souff

gets into your skin everywhere, goes in through the pores

rh

of yeour skin. Se, Sir, nobody can be safe against 1it, not

even the big alrplanes that are coming in to Gander, into

ay hon. frdend's districz. Aad as I say, Silr, it is not
good enough for my hen. friend to get up and say, 'I am the
Minister of Health. I have the infallibility of the Paope.
I am right and everybody else is wrong.' What the hon.
gentlenan reminded nme of on television tanight was the tinme

that the Premierw went down to the Vaterford. He was walking

&

Sottaig

through the VWaterford and this guy came up to him and szaid,

"Ixcuse me, 5ir, but," he said - he hurled am insult at him

- and the Premier said, "Do you not know who I am? 1 am the
Premier of this Province." And the fellow said, '"Well,

I would not worry too much about that, You will not be in
here too lomg because when I came in here I thought I was
Yapolecn.” #ell, that is like the hon. gentleman. He
reminded me of that story this afternoon. ¥hat does it mean?
't am Minister of Health.' So wvhat? Does that zive me the

right to po out and threaten the lives of our men, women and

chilldren, and children vet unborn? Jecause this matacil,

itsin”

thils spray, Sir, ceould have an affect on children who are

aot yet borm -

AR, OUL, N, ROUGE: Mot conceivad vet.
MR, HEARY: ot even conceived.

Mr. Spealer, ancother aspect of this,
Sir, that 1s frightening, that would frighten the life out
of vou is the monitoring of the programme. The monitordines
committee now, I understand, is comprised of a group of
atudents who are inexpevienced in this fie¢ld, and a dogror
aver at the univarsity the other day, Dr. Aice, I believe
it was., was ashed fer his professional vicw on this mattar,

and e made a staterment that aundernines, ecertaialy, the

&l

¢
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credibilisy of the zcoveranpent 's

repors of last year's wounltering programme and what they
intend o do thisg vear. UWe are teld, §ir, chat they are
going te have a buneh of students out in the field.

And these students are inexperienced - I believe they are
twelve parc-time students. Perhaps the minister can
confirm this. Mew we are told that these twelve part-time
students have been aworn to secrecy - 1f rthey come across
insects or animal life or birds or fish that die because
of the spraying of this polsonous chemical all over the
Province that they are not allowed to say a word about it.

They are sworm to secrecy.

MRS, LEISSAC fes.
MR. HEARY: .Is that right? That is correact,

™

3ir. I have the statement in front of me. The people who
are inexperienced, who last year admitted that chey could
not do an effective job on menitoring - and this has been

confirmed by Jr. James Curtils Rice of the Ziolopy Tepartment

of emordial Univergity - undernmines che credibdlicy of o

government's spray programme last vear

85L56
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M, Neary: and throws very grave doubts on the monitorirg of
this year's spray programme, Sir, I would Tike fo hear the minister’s

views on that, Sir.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the decision to release large
quantities of poison over this Province, Sir, is a political decisien.
And it is, Sir, 2 political decision.  Spraying, Mr. Speaker, in my
opinicn, is an admission of defeat. It is short-sighted. It is a very
short-sighted approach to the real problem 1in the forests aof this Pravince.
Mr. Speaker, we know that 60 per cent of Newfoundland's forests,according
tu the experts,is mature or over-matured timber, timber that has been
teft to die and rot by the two big paper companies who up te now
have refused toc Tet anybody get at it, the sawmill operators, the government's
Linerboard mill.  And, Mr. Speaker, we also knaw that spraying, Sir, doss
nothing to protect this mature and over-mature wood, The only way that
it can be salvaged is,as I said a few moments ago, develop a positive
approach, a ppsitive programme whersby roads will be built to the mature
and aver-mature timber and the damaged timber and that it be used to
operate the Linerboard mill, the sawmiils, the paper mills, and export
same of the weed, if possible.

It cannot be claimed, Mr. Speaker, that spraying
halts or controls an outbreak of the budworm. Over in New Brunswick, Sir,
it has been proven, as my hon. friend said this aftercon, that all
spraving does, Sir, is create a new race of budworm, a super budworm,

It is the survival of the fittest, a new budworm is developed, and

that is why they have to keep spraying in New Brunmswick to try te cope

with the super budworm that they have created over there in New Brunswick.

Are we going to do the same thing here in this Province, Mr. Speaker?

Or if we continue on the disaster course we are on, Sir, proceed with the spra
programme,we are going to get Tocked in to the same kind of situation

as they have over in New Brunswick. We have not explored the alternatives.
And the Newfoundland people have not been told the facts about the benefits,
if there are any, and the risks of areial spraying to control %he spruce

budworm. The political decision, Sir, has been made, and the people have
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Mr, Neary: been misinformed, misled, and are frightened.

How, Mr. Speaker, what has happened up to
now?  Well, Sir, there seems to be a rapidly growing movement against
the spray programme. So far we know that various women's institutes
in the Province, and women seem to be more active in this movement than
men, more informed, women's institutes have come out against it. The
Canadian Council of the Blind in Corner Brook is against it. The
Newfoundland and Labrador Association for Full Employment are against it.
I believe Mr. Locking,who s a representative of the Newfoundland Association
of Public Employees,is against it. The Status of Women in Corner Brook
are against it.  The Gander Town Council is against it. The Air Traffic
Controllers are against it. The Newfoundland Federation of Indians are against
it. Echowatch in Corner Brook are against it. The people of Green
Bay, Gallants, Stephenville aginst it., There is an anti-spray committee
even in Grand Falls, Mr. Speaker, You would expect that &rand
Falls,which depends so much on the forest industry in this Province.
wauld be all for spraying, but there is a committee, Sir, in that

community headed hy some very well-known names, very
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VP, YPITE: They were watching TV tonightyI would
sgv.,
VoL, NEARY: They were watching the TV and thay
it Sunday zfterncen [t
or £ao.
CRLIVITE: It is going to be 1ile that all over
the Province next weak.
TR, NEATY: Hova Scotia is not spraving, Sir.

‘v have hetter sense, they are gonstrusting wood-cas hiodre electric
renerating stations to utilize the salvaged wood amd te cut powver oosts
Far ghe ordinary cltizens. Cesides that, Sir, they are booeging the

construction industry by feeding some of this woed inte theilr sasmills,

nrockpiling some, they are trying to expoert of the wood and
they are using the rest of it in the paper mills. Forest managerent.
Yr, Speaker, forest manarement, Sir, has long been the acceptsad way,
it is the only means of reducing the risk ané effective hudworn eridemic.
Tovest mapagement, Sir, must bepdn in this Province and we Intend here
aon thie side of the ilouse anyway I thinl, I can speak for oyself,intend
to sc osomathing about that in the future.

¥r. Bpeaker, T only have a fev minutes
lefr, Sir, and I want to again, I would like to be able to ro into oore
derzil, T am not a scientist or a chemist but T have all Yinds of dara
rere in front of me, Sir, that can prove that matacil has net been really
tried, that Fewfecundlanders are %ein? used as puinea pigs, vhite rats

in this whole pame thar is plaved by the chemical corpanies and by the
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raper compenies in Oanade and in thie Province, that Yevioundlanders

are fust the nawvrs fa this whole game that iz heins
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has admitred, horh phe “indster of lealth

‘inister of Fovestry, Sir, that moracil has aot been proved.
nd as T saild o fev rmoments age,for avery expert that the mindster

can pt up Iocan pug up rwo and probably more who will suate,
Sir, that matacil has not heen proved and is in all probabllicy, Sir,
a threat to the health and well beirg of aur Newfoundland pecple.
#nd how anybody in conselence can sit on the government side of the
Ypuse and allew that sprav programme to go ahead, Sir, is bevond
mg.  Thev must have reached the stage where they figured the jig is
up, they are goinpg to get the hoot anyway after the next election and
thev could not care less. Take it our on the people, spray the peisen
all over the Provinge and all over our peaple. A most irresponsible
thing to do, Sir, most irrespensible.

Mr. Speaker, in order to try and get
rhis matter, Sir, brousht up to a free vote vherehy marbaers on aither side
the Uouse-and I mishe sav, Sir, that I do not know the feglinpgs of all
rv colleagues on this side of the llouse. There may be colleagues of
rine who may vote for the spray programme, there may be peopls on the
government henches who will speak and vote against the sprav programme
hut at least, Sir, we ahould be given the chance. The member for Grand
Falls {r.Lundrigan) has been c¢alling now for some time for a truce
amongst th: politizal parties iu this Province. He did not call for
that truce vhen he was up n Drtawa attacking the povernment hut now
tbon the povernment 1z under fire , when rhe povernment is heing attached
he says let us have a truce and let us do seomething for the people.
Vel tere is z chance tn de something for the reople, Call a truce,
hreak party ranks, have a free independent vote amd let every man voLg
according te the dictates of his conscience. And since hae cannot vote
T am poinp to put an amendment to the worlon, Sir, if the amendment
is net in order then I would ask leave cof the louse fo have 2 vote
tegfora this debate winds up and let every man vote agcerding o his

oun consctence  feor or againse the spray programme.

of
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e amendoant that I owish fo move is this, to amend the motion made
v omy ton. gelleague the member for Ulndsor-Buchans {Mr.Flipht), o

amend the mpricn and add the following vord; that ar 19045 p.om. this
evaning the debate ends and a free vote he taken smongst members to

decide on an individual basis those who are for and those who are

against the spruce budworm spraying preogramme and proceed, Mr. Speaker,

instead with the alternatives,namely, harvest the wood damaged hy
the huduorm) two, carry out an intensive forest manarement progratme
by: one,thinning; two, reforestation; three, reseeding with a strain
susceptible te the budworm attack,

Yew, Mr. Speaber, that ds 2 reasscnable
nreposition and 1f 4t is not in order, Mr. %peaker, Your Fonour ¢an
tale a look at it - I swidll have I believe about three or four
minuces left, I have five minutes left, Your iHonour can lock at it
and 1if that is not in order I will mz'e an appezl to hon. rechers
sn either side of the House by leave of the House to let us have for
God's sake a free independant vote for the sake of the haalth of the
reople of this Provinge. T will give Yeur Honour a chance to rule

an the amendmenc

8L64
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Mr. Heary: 0w and then maybe in two or three minutes
I can make my pitch to hon. members to give the ananimous consent of
the House to have a free vote.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please.

The matter before the Chair is, of course,
not that of unanimous consent or Teave, but the amendment as proposed by
the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary). Seauchesne,Section 29, subsection
(3) will establish that this particular motion is not amendable. It
is a motion for the adjcurnment whick allows a <iscussion on a particular
matter of urgency after it was ruled in order by the Chafr and meets other
criteria, but it is not susceptible to any amendment, this or other.

The hon. member for LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: I regret having to put Your Henour in that position
to make that kind of & ruling because Your Honour already ruled todav
that this was a matter of urgent public importance where an
emergency debate was necessary. And I know that in Your Henour's
heart Your Honour finds it very difficult indeed to make that kind of
a ruling.

But, Sir, I would ask the Government House Leader,
I appeal to the Government House teader to give unanimous consent of
this House that before this debate ends up this day that a free,
independent vote be taken, of members of both sides of the Housa
I do not have any idea how my colleagues would vote, and I am sure
the hon. gentleman does not know how his coiieagues will vote, But
this is one of these matters that is non-partisan, non-political,
this is a matter of high moral principle, a matter that members have
strong feelings and strong views on and they should be freed up and
allowad to vote according to the dictates of their conscience.
MR. W. N. ROWE: That is right, Sir.
MR. NEARY: How would the Government House Leader
agree to that,give unanimous consent? Should we spray or should we

rot Spray? That is the question.



gt

May 2%, 1978 Tape 3846 {Night} PR - 2

MR, SPEAKXER: The hon. House Leader.

MR, HICKMAN: - Mr. Speaker, I am not participating in the debate,
MR. SPEAKER: No. the hon. gentleman is yielding,

MR, HICKMAN: { am simply responding to & cuestion posed

by the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary)., The hon. gentleman will
racail that the whole purpose of this motion is to debate an issue

and the argument that was used earlier today when the hon. member

for Windsor-Buchans {Mr. Flight} put the motion was this was an

issue that shauld be debated in the House. And there is only one

vota permissible under the rules, and that vote is a vote on whether

or not this House do adjourn. That is the only vote that is permissible
under the rules. It is not a cuestion of unanimous leave of the
House, Whether you have a free vote or not is a matter for the caucus
of each individual party to decide whether or not,when a vote is taken,
the Whips come off, and if hon. gentlemen say on this side of the House
that the Whips are off then they can vote, but unless and until that is
decided, which is a party matter, not a matter for this House, I

submit that the request of the hon. member for lLaPoile is not realistic
and certainly [ would not be prapared to give that unanimous consent.
MR.  SPEAKER: The hon. member for LzPoile.

MR, NEARY: Sir,I have one minute left, and , Sir, I

want to point out for the benefit of the hon. gentleman that the

House is the master of its own rules, that-

MR. HICKMAN: That is right.

MR. NEARY: - by unanimous consent the House can do anything
and I would be prepared , and my calleague just told me, ¢ the minister
is prepared, the Government House Leader to put the question. See if
we can get unanimous consent, If not, let us rise the House for a half
an hour, meet in caucus, and then come back to the House.

MR. HICKMAN: You wanted the debate and we are having it.

MR. NEARY: We are having the debate, but we can still have the

vote toe. The minister left the impression we could not have a vote.

8L &8
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MR, NEARY: We can have & vote. The House is the master of
its own rules. The House by unanimous consent can have a vote, and
if the minister is not sure of the feelings of his caucus they can
go in caucus for half an hour, we will caucus for half an hour, then
we will come back and take the vote.

AN HON. MEMBER: What about the urgency of the debate?

MR. NEARY: The urgency of debate, Sir, i5 one thing, but

ther once eleven o'clock comes the debate runs out and we do not get a

vote,
MR, HICKMAN: We will have had a debats.
MR. NEARY: A debate, well that does not mean anything.

That ¥s a1l hot air, wind, and that is all it is, just wind.

HMR. HICKMAN: That is what you asked for.
MR. NEARY: We are trying to persuade the government

to reconsider this matter, and the only way it can be reconsidered is
have a free vote.

MR, HICKMAN: I am not prepared to admit what the
hon. gentleman just said, that all the debate has been so far is hot
air and wind.

MA. NEARY: Well that is all 4 will be.

MR. HICKMAN: I thought it was a legitimate debate.

BLG7
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ShleaiLAnY: r. Speaker, that is all it will be unless we zan
take & vote,that is all ic will be.
R, SPEAREH: grder, pleasa!l Tire hon. gentleman's time has
expired.
The hon, Minister of Tourism.

HE. HORGAN: Hr. Speaker, in rising toc speak on :hé motien I
note that there are not too many of my colleagues in the House and I
hope it is not because they are not concerned over this watter because
it is a very grave conceri. I think that was clearly demonstrated
a2 few uights ago at a public meeting in Cander. Tihe motion of course
is not a wetion whether to gpray the forests of our Province or not o
spray.~t is a motion that is asking for the livuse to be adjourmed for
an emergency debate and that debate then would decide whether or not
we would or should spray the forests.

tiow, Hr. Speazker, tonight I am going to speak
as a free individual and not as a member of the Cabinet, hut a5 z wemher
of the House. I am going to express my concerns,as I gee them,in tie
hope that my concerrywhichk I will also relay to my colleagues in Cablnet
upon the next meeting,and I do them after talking to scores of people
over the past number of days in my travels in Central Hewfoundland in
particular and I think these concerns cannot be overlcoked.

How first of all the decision to spray the forests |
as was announced by my colleapgue and anncunced as a government decision,
was ot 40 easy decision. Ir was not,as wy good friend in the Opposition
sald {: was, a decislon that we felt we were down and ocut and we were
zolng to get out and going to lose the goverament and decided to spray
anyway and forger ic. It was a decision made after pathering the mest
up-to—date technical and scientific expertise and the opinions of these
expertise and experts around the country, And after analysing the information
available from the expercise and not only that but afrer verv careful study
of all information available Lo government from these varicus sclentists
ana protessional paople, only after careful study and careful analysis

a decision was made.
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vow I would say today that if
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circulated througnout the Province of hewfoundland and even in ay own
district of Bonavista South which has very little or practically no
forest industry,and my concern is not because of the voters concerns,
I speak as an individual Newfoundlander and as an individeal member of
this House locking at the overall concern for the Province in general,
I would say that if a petition was circularted tomorrow or next week
that practically every single individual would sign and protest the
spraying of our forest, practically every individual. They are all
against the spraying,

I do not like the idea of, I would say and I have
to say irresponsible actions of people who want to railse the emotions of
tite pecple. I am not saying the Opposition is doing that. I do not
like the idea of stirring up the people and getting their emotions all
fired up over this issue and that is Leing done by certain groups in the
Province and I question their motives, I do gquestion their motives,

1 will go so far as to say that that kind of action is irresponsible.
The very question and the very serious situation is tiat we do have
rigiat now 2,1 million cords of wood dead in ocur forests; these are
facts [rom the Department of Forestry. We have 3.5 miilion cords of
wood that 1s not Iikely to survive the spruce budworm. That is 2.%
millieon cords dead and another 3.5 million cords thut Is going to die

and we have 2 million acres severely damaged by the spruce budworm.
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HR., HORGAN: Now 1t seems that we have lots
#f experts. I hear comments Iin the media, I hear comments

todav in the House from the Leader of the Opposition and
from the Opposition House Leader with regard to the
spraying and the chemical or toxilic¢ used in the spraying,
bur I have not heard one other scelution to the spruce

budworm problem. I have heard tonight a couple of

alternatives put forward by the Leader of the Opposition
whichWere gutlined by my colleague, the Minister of
} Forestry, in a statement a few days ago, but I did not

hear and I have not heard any alternatives to the very

gigantic problem of the spruce budworm.

tf we cannot spray with natacil,
if we canuot spray with some other chemical, what is the
answer to the spruce budworm? And I am sure today all of
us realize that looking at the vast forests we have,
looking at the importance to our economy of the forests
that we have, none of us want to see these forests destroyed.

So what can we do?

1 know that matacil o ¥ pave

o

read the information aver the past number of days, the
information available to me about the toxie - it is a
polson, although I know it is accepted by a number of

the people who are concerned and should be concerned about
the use of this substance, UP® research which has been
carried out has satisfied the Pest Controls Act of Canada,
it has satisfied the Food and Drug Act of Canada, it has
satisfied the Migratory Birds Convention Act of €Canada,

it has satisfied the fanada Water Act, all federal pieces

of legislation, and the use of "atacil,

this very substance
we are talking about, has satisfied these pieces of faderal
legislation as a result of the research work carried out to

determine the possible effects of matacil and its use

85L70
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MR, MORGAN: and the effect it would have
on ou? natural environment. But the only thing that

bothers me, Mr, Speaker, and it bothers me, and I think
it bothers all of us as members of the House, as people
who make decisions; it bothers me in the back of my mind
as a Newfoundlander, and I am sure it bothers my colleague
frem Gander and it bothers my colleague, the Minister of
Forestry, whe 1is responsible, It bethers all of us as
gavernment leaders, that‘althuugh thare has been no
conclusive sclentlfic, and I repeat, there has been ne
conclusive scientific evidence that this substance,
matacll, will cause any significant adverse side effects.
There has been nothing conclusive in a seclentific way
to research that can show there is or there will be any
adverse side effects. I am sure all of us are concerned
that the possibility 1s still there that there could be
some very serious side effects. We do not know that.
None of us can act the role of GCod - we do not know.
The House Leader may think it ig a bit fumny, a bit of
a2 joke. I am not God and I am sure he Is not God, and
I do not pretend to be God. And any member of this
government who pretends he is God and can act like God
should not be in power today.

What I am saying {s that when
we look at the destruction, first of all, of the wildlife
- and I should be concerned about wildlife - and when I say
destruction, I should say posmsibla destruction, the aliminacing
of what we have to eoffer as a country to the tourists of
the other parts of the world who look at the free air and
the waters and streams that are free of pollution - we look
at all these things - surely we have te all search our own
minds and search our own conscience and say, although there

i5 no conclusive sclentific evidence that there will be any

BL71
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HMR. MORGAN: adverse e2ffects on our
natural environment, on the wildlife, on the rivers and
streams, oan the insects and the birds and the animals,
and least, but maybe most important of all, on human
beings - these are the kinds of things we do not know

for sure, we cannot say for sure. And

8L
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M. MORGAN: that 18 a very sericus thing
tec ponder in your mind when you are asking yourself a question,
should we or should we not?

But of course the only alternatives

S

at this cime to spraying 1s to de what? Is te zo out on an
all out attempt to salvage the forest that we have thaz has
been destroyed, and the fact that the Department of Forestry
points out that only fifty per cent of the dead wood that
o is now lying around the Provineca, fifty per cent is the only
amount we can effectively utilize. The capabilities of thg
Ty utilization of the dead wood we have there ro salvaze thac
we can only utilize approximately flfty per cent. So salvaging
o of the forest that has been destroyed, has been affected, 1s
not the answer. It cannot be done,
Humber two alterpative is forest
3 nanagement, And I tazke strong exception tonighi, I am nct geing
to be partisan because it is far from being a partisan debate,
but gurely the Opposition members inm - I sincerely hope they
are not attempting to make it a partisan 1lssue in the Provinee,
net attempting to turn it into a political issue and say,

"Look ,che people are against it sec we should be against it because

it 15 votes for us."

St

DR, KITCHEM: It {s pot apartisan issug,

MR, MORGANM: I am glad to hear my hon. friend

from $t. John's West (Dr. Xitchen)} saying that, But again in saying

that nothing has been done for forest management in the Province

and forest management is the second alternative, look at what has

been happening since 1973 to 1978 this year. This government has

spent a total of $54 million strictly on forest management, $21 milliomn
for access roads, 54 million on a forest inventory, $11 million

on forest protection, $4 millies on veforestation, management plans -

$1 million, surveys and buildings a further $1.5 million, harvesting

and utilization - 53.3 million, a total of $54 million. So the Opposition

-

in any attempt, I hope they are not wmaking an attempt but if they are

8173
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MR, MORGAN: making an attempt to show look, che
alternative was not take up by govermment, one of the alternatives
vhich i{s forest management, It bas been taken up to the point where
we spent 554 million since 1973 to try to counteract the situation
which we knew existed since '71 when 1t came over to the Western
part of the Province, it started from there.

S¢ these two alternatives are not
the answer. 5o we arg here as a government and I as cne individual
Cabinet minister, we are all responsible for decisions made by
Cabinet. Cabinet iz a collective decision making process. I cannot,
as one minister, come out and say I disagree with what my colleagues
have done. Becauge I agree.l have to agree, If I did not agree
I could not stay in Cabinet. But I will say after talking to
hundreds of peaple over the past number of days in Central
Yewfoundland {n particular, and indeed listening to the views this
morning from peovole all over the Province who are calling in my
colleague on the open line show and expressing their concerns, and
it was not policical partisan conversation, it was not. They were
¢alling 1n and genuinely putting forward their concerns about this
matter, a network hooked inte all the local stations arcund the
Province. Listening to these, listening to others whem I have
talked to individually in cthe 5t, John's area, exclusive of my
visit to the Central Newfoundland area over the weekend for at
least twe Full days, T will say tonight that I sincerely hope, it will
be my view az one minlster, although the dectision has been made
to spray, and I swpport that position which has already been announced,
my position tondght as an individual {s that T will be asking my
volleazues as one minister in a Cabinet, to reconsider. And I am
saying it in a sincere genuine way. I am not breaking ranks with

goverament, although it may be
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Hr. Horoan: interprated that way, but [ am not.
And 1 take the exception to a comment just made, resign! resign!

That is playina politics. Do not say that.

AN HON. MEMBER: No, no. He said that the party should remain together.
MR. MOHRGAN: Oh, okay.

MR, Jd, CARTER: You hang together or you hang separately.

MR. MORGAN: Because what I am saying i5 I would Tike my

colleagues to reconsider along these Iines that at least we should
not spray in any area where there is a water supply system, anywhere
near a water supply sysiem, number one. And number two, that we
not spray in any populated areas of the Province; in other words,
away from populated areas, communities. [ noticed Tast week

a petition was hrought in from Port Blandford, Port Blandford is
filted with friends of mine, but that is not the reason why [ am
saying it, they are not voters of mine, there are lots of friends

of mine in Port Blandford,and they were concerned beczuse of the
spraying so close to their community. That was their concern.

AN HON. MEMBER: ! And ours.

MR. MORGAN: What 1 am saying is that we should Took at this
whole programme and reconsider these two major points spraying near

to watersheds or water supply systems, and spraying near populated

areas,
SOME_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!:
MR. MOREAN: I would Tike to be ahle to say that I

am against the spray totally, but what choice do we have? Want can
we do? I wish the House of Assembly could tell my coileague the
Minister of Forestry the answers, and could teli him what to do.
Do not spray, but do this to control the spruce budworm problem
we have.
Mr. Speaker, that is my view I do not think there
is any need to come to a vote. The motion is that we adjourn, and
[ think that we , that i5 the reason why I will end up my few remarks,

we do have at least a full two hours to debate this matter. And in
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Mr. Morgan: debating this matter, and actusally in debating this
motien itself is opening up, and it can open up the opinions and
views of all members of the House, providing we do not take the
full time of each of us to express our views. Hell,I said I
am sincere in saying , and I surely hope that in the next number
of days through our deliberations as a government that we can
recognize the concerns of the psople in many areas of the Province
and at least these two I mentioned the possibility of giving these
two considerations.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER {DR. COLLINS): The hon. the member for St. John's West.
MR. KITCHEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [ must, Mr, Speaker,
congratulate the Tast speaker in what I consider tc be a very
courageous and a very well spoken few words. I too would 1ike to
congratulate previous speakers on bringing out many strong points
on what is one of the greatest problems facing this Province today,
the question of the infestation of the spruce budworm, and what we
can do about tt. The spraying is just part of the whole problem
as [ see it. And I am not too sure that my views are going to be
the same as the views that were uttered on this side of the House.
I would like them to be as similar as possible, but I have to depart
from views from time to time just as the previous speaker did.

It is frightening,this budworm; it is really
frightening what it has done to the forests of this Province, and
what it will be doing in the future regardless of what we may do.
The financial costs of spraying or the financial cost of putting up
with the budworm are pretty frightening for a province in our
economic situation at this time. But yet the spray itself we have
to logk at carefully. Its effects on people, its effects on
animal 1ife, itg effect on the trees that we are trying to protect.
We also have to Took at some of the evidence that has been brought
farth. And T do not know very much about this. I have though
consufted with some hbiclogists frisnds of mine to ask them, these experts

in the field, I am not an expert other than just pick up and read

875



i

Ha

s
3]
W

, 1978 Tape 3650 (Hight) PY - 3

Mr. Kitchan: Tetters to the editor, and people who wapder in
from other provinces, with certain vigws that they want expressed,
I think we have a duty tp listen to the experts in our own Province
and we do have biclogists in this Province, and we do have economists
in this Province who have views who are worth Tistening to.
How T am going to propose at the conclusion of my remarks
that we should perhaps strike some sort of a committee of the House
to Took into this in greater detail. It is very difficuit for us
here to address qurself to this problem and to come up with an answer
in a House situation. 1t is probably a Tittle easier for a

ministar to do that with the advice of experts over a period of time.

8LE7



"y
=
o

EE)
wit
b
o
s
~

:

t

‘
R

5 Tane

O, RITCHER:

We have a duty though to say

witat we have te say here, bub then I believe we have to
take some steps other than just conclude the dabate rinht
now, It has been brought to my attention, for example,
chat there has been a monitoring programme Iin this Vroviace,
or was last year, in which they experimenzed with three
chemicals., The one that was used before ~ it is the hard
name, the one that I cannot proncunce too well, Lat me see
if I can have a try at Lt - fenitrothione, whatever it is -
and the maracil. As I understand it, in the spray programne
last year the ingredient that was used was judged to he
undesirable in comparison with this matacil.

It has been brought up here in the
House, for example, that experiments have been performed in
othar provinces, Cape Bretvon and Quebec., and I am not Loo
sure whether these experiments have any validity when
translated here, The temperature in these areas [s higher
then it is in Yevfoundland, which means that the chemical
sreaks down in this Province much less guickly and therefore
hangs around a littlie bir longer - not an awful lsot longer.,
but a iittle bit longer. And alse the soill in this Province
and the water has more acid in if. It iz seft watar hera
as opvosed to hard water somewhere else which makes if even
harder for these chemicals to disappear. The acidity of our
water plus the lower temperatures hers makes it a lizcle
lenger for these c¢hemicals to disappear. That 1s what

I understand from bielogists.

MR. NEARY: Qur water dis not filltered vat,ls
ic?
DR. OEITCHEN: Yes., But it does indicate though

that the exzperiments that are performed elsewhere have
vary liztle meaning when transeribad here, Ve cannct oo

by the experiments that have been carvied out in ozher places
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rexlly have an extensive experimental
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in this Provinecs,

Last vear’'s sxpserimental pronranme,
[ understand, using this fenitrothione, that was the chemical
that killed all rhe insacts. It was not the matacil that
®illed the insects in the water. I think is impeortant to
realize if this information thar I have Is correct, and
I think it 1s, that It was not the matacil that killed ail

the insects in the water and on teop of the water. It was

the other one, the une that they decided not to use.

MB. J. CARTER: Fanitrothione.
BR, KITCHEN: That 1s it. The member for

$t. John's Yorth has it. Fenitrothionme, was it? Okay, tihac
is the one. That is the bad one. I am not saying the other
one 1is a good one.

The other point thoush is that the
research that has been carried on in this Province from what
I can gather 1is oanly one year, and biolopists do not like
to do research in one year; they like te look at the loang-term
effects ~ and by long-term effects they are talkiang about
more than one year. They are not talking about eternity,
they are talking about probably three or four or five years,
that type of regearch. And it is pretty hard - nmavbe this
chemical will prove in the long-zun to be dangerocus over
a period of three, four or five years. That is one of the
things we have to look at. %hat about the effect on higher
animal life octher than these insects that are around? What
is the effect on trout? What is the effect on other things?
Well, I understand that there was nc effect on the trout in

that year.

UR. HURPHEY There was one biwpd killed.
DR, EITOLEN: one bird. Well, cthere may be an

effect over a period of years. This is the astuff we do not

Gnow about the loag-term effesct. It would be nice if we

h

4 loehk back over five vears and sar nhat there 15 no

o

cau
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, but we Yave ant baen

RITCUIN:  lgn~-ferm affoacs
monltoriang any long-term in this Trovince yei. liow it
would be gepod if we did to have a leons-rerm effect so

that we could look back and see 1f there 1s any long-term
cffect on trout. We do not knew that yet in this Province.
I think probably part of the problem is that it aay

have stunted the growth of these trout, That is ancther
thing we have not looked at -~ or higher animals - it

may have that type of effect on birds and things like that.
That is scoma2thing that should be discussad.

So I believe we have to have a
long~-term research prougramme, loeoking at the long-ters
egffects of spravying. And 1t has to be planned not in
4 year-te-year pessibility but over a period of rime, an
experimental programme that is desdgned to last a number of
years rather than one that is funded far one year and mavhe
funded next year and maybe the next year. I think if we
are going te look at controlling this tremendous, ravenous

pest, this spruce budworm which can &ill us all
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May 29, 1978 Tape 3653 {Night) Pr - 1

Dr. Kitchen: We do not know for sure abeut matacil, but we have
not had & long-term research yet. We did not ki1l the first year, but
we may over a perfod of years. But if we do kill them now and
we control the budworm, will they come back? It is easy for
animals to wander back from one part of the forest into another
part that has not been sirayed last year or the year before. Perhaps
what we are doing is, I am not too sure what - it sounds like I am
speaking- [ do not know quite what to do with the programme, byt
1 am groping with the information that has been brought to my attention
and the thinking that I have been able to do to date., [ see dead trees
in the forests, [ see a fire hazard, but we have been able to control
our forest fires in the past few years. What happens with all these
dead trees in the forest when something catches fire? There will be
g conflagration from one end of this Province to the other if we do
not watch our bobbers hare. That is frightening.

And what about this budworm? Uhat about
the environmental affects of the budworm? UWe talk about the environmental
affects of the pesticide: What about the environmental affects of
the budworm? What will that do to the envirenment? [ understand
if the spruce budworm takes over, continues to take over and kills
the forest,that what will come back is not spruce and fir but some
other type of trees,they think, They are not sure yet, but maybe it
will be cherry trees on the West Coast, and that 15 about the worst
type of wood,] understand.that we can get. And then again if that is
so and improper growth comes back,trees that we do not want, cheap
laurel on the East Coast, that sort of stuff, ¢ that is what s going
to come back here in growth then we are going to have to chop 311 that
stuff down and reforest again, and that is going to take a Tong
time,

Another problem that I am a bit worried
about is what other techniques are used to conirol this budworm?
it 15 going fo be here. How are we going to control it? I have
read somewhere that we should be halding out for biological control,

that some new biological thing will come along, and some insect or
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May 29, 1978 Tape 3653 (Hight] K - 2

Dr. Kitchen: something smatler, fungus or something like that.
But I understand toe from people that biological control of the
spruce budworm is a long, long way away, they do not see it in the
inmadiate future. And if we do get biclogical control, what do we
have then? The control of the biolpgical contrel is another problem.
How do ycu control this agency, this 1iving organism which we are
going to bring in to control the budworm?  How do you control that?
What experimentaticn would have to brought about as to how that is
to be controalled? Mr. Speaker, 1 have no solution. [ do not really
know how to vote an this because the information that I have is as i
read in the papers it seems to me to be well meant, but I am not sure
that the facts are all there, 1 believe that this House, Sir, should
impress upon the government the need for long-term research, and the
importance of being very careful in what is going on, But I also
believe that we should have a Committea of the House, several people
from each side, | do not know what the mechanism of doing that, perhaps
the people more skilled in the runnings of the House can come up with
g procedure for doing this, but if we had a committee with several
sat down, and brought back a report to this House, as to what we should
do, then I would be more inclined to vote. But [ cannct vote on
the information that is presently available to me on whether to spray
or not to spray.

Thank you.
MK. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The hon. Minister of Health.
MR. H. COLLINS: Mr, Speaker, I must say that [ was
impressed in listening to the hon. member Tor St. John's West
{Dr. Kitchen). He was very rational, and very calm, and cool , and
collected, and in my view has made a lot of sense. Scme hon.
membars opposite [ must say made some sense, and some, I believe,
went a 1ittle bit overboard in terms of trying to score some political
points, [ do not believe that the Leader of the Opposition really
meant it when he said that at the meeting at Gander on Friday night
that myself and my colleague and the officfals whom we had with us..

the Deputy Minister of Forestry and Agriculture, and the Deputy Minister

855
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Mr. H, Collins: of Health, Dr. Klippert.who is a physician,
and Or. Severs,who is the Provincial Chief Medical Health Officer,

who is also a physician - I do not
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NN G A e taligve the ton, leader of rhe Oppowitlon

alrhough, Ve, Spezaker, thrse ave the exact words which he 444 use and

a3 T saidy?® would hope that he did not mesn to say It that way begause
can assure him and yeu, Sir, and all of the hon. members in this
¥ouge that that was net the nare of the game at a2ll. It was a mecting
shich was reouvested of me by the Gander Town Council, all of then
persenal friends of sfne, 2 great number of them I served on couneil
with back in the middle 60's and a number of others were people
who were leading unions and peeple vho were in the teaching profession
sngd the Chamber of Commerce and others. T theought it oy duty.and I
wag happy that oy colleague the Minister of FTorestry and #priculture
could go in with me and take along the hest experts which we had on
tand to try and point out o the people at the meeting our views and
our thoughts on the issue and also of course naturally to listen to
thoae paople, After all they wers direcely involwed and naturally
zoncerned hecause part of the spraving prozrapme Is to toke place
in the immeddiage Cander lake arens,both on the Southside of the lale-
people who hnow the lake on the fouthside opposite the rown of fander,
spnosite the water intake, the Southwest fander River area,which is
one pf the main tributaries to Cander Lakeyand also up on the Yerthwest
side, Yorthwest Piver side,which {s the major contributor in terms of
water inflow into Gander Labe,that {s the area in which the spray
:régramme iz propesed to sabe place in.  So naturally, ¥Yr, Epealeor,
those people vers concerned and T think that they had every rigit

e expect thelr member to come and brine hogever exnartise ha

i

mould with him to pet agross his point of wview and te alse listen to
the points of view which constituents might want tp offcr,

Mr. Speaker, we went through that procoss -
and T 242 not see the rrogramme this svendng on television. Spme of
#v friends teld ne rhat thev saw it and 4f one were there ppe would

kave sensad very guickly thar it is o very emnticnal ifgsue, Thore are

2 rtnumher nf rpeople who railse a let of valid peints 4o thedr ninds

and in their vies Fecause they are Tot sure, thay are act suve of vhal
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in sonsralyauslh s

and tre bees and the znimals of the fprests and indeed the [oTesis

srerienallv. It is very ¢ifficult for a numbar of peepls in a

relatively srzll confine who have some very stronp opposing views, ix

iz wyory

bask in 1067 and 1968 -~ I think it was 19£5,106

han the

admintsrration,

difficult to come to any understanding. And T oam not sure.to

the truthyekether our goirg to Gender meant that nuch or nog
of changing anyone's mind but ar least we had the reeting,

we lizstensd and Listened cuire a bit.

and
e are liviag in a different ore, “r.
frem vhat we were used o in vears pone by. 1 can remesmher

~ast administration,and T an not helng sritical of the past

with lictle Fanfare, no fuss, no public relations werk done. I do

not suppasc many people in NWewfoundiand- certainly if it was in

the thousands it was within one or two thousand who really knew

thar the

time and

spray proyramme toek place. T was livine in Cander at the

I remernher driving from Clenwood to Gander and hack and forth

fighinp on the Cander Fiver and I am not exaggerating, “r. Speaker,

s nll those issues are.ss Iossld, Ur. Sroaker, ohavoeg

sut the past adminiastratien undertesl a spraying pregrac

tut any Torning on the trip from Cander vo Clenwpoduwhich is & distance

nf thirteen milesyone would possibly see £ifty or sinty robins belly

up on the read. gone, a few

It was one of the only times thar T Fished on rhe Cander

River

Tio dowm

ghen one could take off every stitch of clothes and

in an slder bed,if anybedy knows what T am ralling sheut,and

there rere
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marmed Leczuse of ressarch

r. Speaker, I am

s2d an not kavin

z BWlolesdst and T am rof 2 physicdan - bur soythlon T olnow do

z2s2d upon the bast medilesl odviee ohi

after consldering 21k, and
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involved in flying the airvzsraft.

Paosle =must be invelved in all of ghe work which thar
entails, And there will be a number of psople, I beliove
it is something like seventy-five or eigbty people, invelvad
in Gander. I do not know how many peeple will be lnvolvaed
in Stephenville, but a number of people will be involved.
Those people, of course, Mr. Speaker, will be at ascme risk,
because in some cases they will be dealing with the undiluted
liquid. Bug precautions are taken, of courge, to look after
these peonle.

Mr., Speaker, I hava been told, as
I said, by ny medical people - and I think that Dr. Severs -
who is the chief provincial nedical health officer.is a
man of some knowledge; T think Dr., Tlippert who is physician,
is a man af some knowledge; I think these people in Jttawva
who have researched this material and reviewed all of the
information on it are reople of some knowledpge - and T am
told by these peonle, the best advice whiah ¥ can get ny
hands on - I am not interested, Yr, 3Speaker, in appreving
a2 programme to go ocut and deliberately spray Hewfoundlanders
without giving some thought to 'Well, my Cod! Uhat is going
to happen?' You know. we are not zoing to spray peonle
purposely to gat rid of them. There have been some remarks
made by some peopla in this Province that it is another
way of the Hoores Government ~oinpe about indiscriminatelwy
doing things and now they are going to sprav us all and i1l
usg.

The best information 1 can set, and
I am sure that this is riaht information, is that the matacil -
wiich has been used Is being used ro the extent of one ounce
0f the liquid per acre - one gunce per acre paT spray. and -
it is preposed in rhe spraving areas to condugt two sprays
over any given area. So sach acre will recedive one ocunce

pronarly diluted on one day and whenevar the next one is

BLG2



- . wuLLLns: cetner it is two days or rhrog

dovys afterwards ancother single ounce properly mized for
cthe sacond spray and that 1s all that is done.

O the basis of one ounce of
matacil diluted in the appropriate carrier, we have a
safety factor of 1/1000. 1I[f we consider what the federal
zuidelines are, which Ls 0.1 part per miliion, one ounce
per acre gives us a safety factor of 1/1808. Ian other
words, Iir. Speaker, we would have to use ocne thousand
times more than one ounce 1f it were going to pese any
threat at all to human healtih. ow, Mr. Speaker, those
figures are irrefutable. jiobedy can argue and say, 'Well,
that is not tvight, the hon. the Minister of lzalth dosas
not know what he is talking abeut. And if Qe does know
what he is zalking about, whoever is givicg hinm this
information, they do not know what they are talkinz about.’
Yeu know, some people do know, please pooedness. But the
information, as 1 said, IIr. Speaker, is that on the basis
of one ounce per acre there is a one thpusand times safetry
factor built in. 4And thar, !r. Speaker, is a considerable
safety factor in anyone's view.

I might also add that afzer the
spraying pregramme in Corner Trooi eon the West Cpast last
year, there was some monltoring done, and the most that
was found in the water over there - I am not sure 1f it was
the Corner Breook water supply, I think ir was, but p
water supply on the YWest Coast - the most that was found was
a trace, harely a trace that would be measured in parts per
pililion, merely a trace for one day, whereas the Canadian
drinking water standards tells us that 2.1 sarc per wmillion
over a year, dr. Speaker, 1s the tolerance - you Lpsow, that
is the danger point, it should not go above that. ZRut here
we are. Ir. Speaker, wich just a trvace measured in parts

1 -

per Lillion Ffor g period of one day., Aad one of the reasons
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day 2%, 1878 Tape 3636 {Uichu}
AR, M, COLLENS: far that, lr. Speaker,

as non. nembers might have heard, might have read,

have been told,
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<aiehy persisted in rhe envirerment for months and vears, sometizmes
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Hr. H. Collins: Thera i3 nobody, of course, in their right

mind would ever stick their necks out-~ not a case of sticking one's

neck cut, it is a case of exercising some restraints, I suppose, on one's self -
there s nohody cén say that. But again the best advice we can get

is that there 5 no danger in using matacil at the rate which I am

referring to, and that is one ounce per acre,

MK. NEARY: {Inaudible).
MR, H. COLLINS: Would the hon. member for LaPoile say -

is that directed to me?

MR, NEARY: {Inaudible}.

MR, H. COLLINS: I do not know what the hon. member said.

MR, NEARY: I am talking to the hon. gentleman's colleague.

MR. H. COLLINS: Very good, I thought he might have asked a questfon.
MR, NEARY: The hon. gentlemarn's colleague is threatening

me, and [ am just answering him back. That is ail. Is that all right?

MR, H. COLLINS: Very good,

But, Mr. Speaker, I hope that some of those
things will set the record straight as we see them, and this is the
advice which we are getting. I undertook Tast night -not last night,
but Friday night when we met in Gander,I sajd to the people, you know,

I am not sure thay listenad to us the way they might have, because, as [
said,it is a very highly charged emoticnal issue. I will not go

any further -than that, but we got some points across. We Tistened to
those people and respected a lot of the things which they had to say.
Some very important charges were laid by people who are supposediy knowledgeable
in the field.. And I undertock at the meeting,when asked what I was
going to do about all of this, I said when I get back to St. John's

I will certainly have my medical people review the information which
was read and tabled at that meeting that night. That review is now
underway. It will be further reviewed and co-ordinated with the
co-operation of the federal authorities tomorrow mworning, ithen [ say

tomorrow morning, we will be in touch with them tomorrow morniang, and 3
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Mr, H. Co1lins: review will take place. And, of course, as soon

as we get that I will be giad to let hon. members know.

MR. SIMMONS: Will the hon. minister permit a guestion?
MR. H. COLLINS: But, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member - let

me finish this sentence and I will take a question. These few

points, I think, Mr. Speaker, are worth making. And I would hape

that members,speaking from now on to 11:00 or howaver long the debate

lasts,will try to devote their erergies and their thoughts and their

knowledge, you know, to the fssue at hand. It is not something fo

score cheap political points on., The forests are too impartant for

that, Certainly the health of our citizens is too important. As

I said, Mr. Speaker, [ look forward to 2 good dehate and maybe there are

some ways the hon, member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen) alluded to

3 possible,not solutions to the problem.but a possible way of getting

sur points of view across to the people a 1ittle bit better and so on.

I am sure other hon. members who want to allude to that, anything we

can deo, I think, like that will be in the best interest of all concerned.
But that is the few remarks I have to make,

I am sure my cclleague the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture will

deal with the foraestry aspects, which I am sure he is capable of.

HR. SIMMONS: May I ask one gquestion before the hon. member

concltudes? He made refarence to the 1/1000 matter a

moment ago, At that point he pointed out that his advice or his information

came from people who thoroughly researched it and so on. I notice

some film of the Gander meeting. There was a DOr. Thurlow thera, I

never met him, Dr. Thurlow, ! think, is his name.

MR, H. COLLINS: Or. Thurlow.

MR. SIMMONS: He Tooked to me to be a sincers fellow who had

a cancern. How does the minister -

MR. HEARY: (Inaudible) Dr. Klippert, by the way.

MR, SIMMOHS: How does the minister reconcile the twd? His

concern, the minister's concern,is obviously genuinely basad. 1 would

assume that the doctor who was on T.V. and at the meeting Friday night

833



S

e

May 29, 1973 Tape 3658 {Night) PK - 3

Mr, Simmons: was also genuinely based. Is the minister
suggesting that his advisors who have expressed these concerns,
these fears to him,are less knowledgeabie or there is some
mischievousness gaing on here?¥ I mean how can the minister
reconcile the two? He has not addressed himself to that question
yet, the real guestion that there are a number of people who have
genuine concerns nc matter what the cold facts may say or may be
interpreted to say. There are very genuine concerns about possible
health impiications here.

MR, H, COLLINS: Yes. I suppose, Mr. Speaker, we could
say that doctors are only human in terms of disagreeing with any
medical problem. That is not a fair thing to say. It is not a
good response to the hon, member for Burgeo-izpoile, Do 1 have it
right this time? Yes.

MR. SIMMONS: The hon, gentleman is not right,

MR. H. COLLINS: It is not right.

MR. SIMMONS: Burgeo-Bay d'Espair.

MR. H. COLLINS: Bay d'Espoir.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Da not mix the twao.
MR. H. COLLINS: fhere have been some people in the past, some

medical doctors,no doubt,who are opposed vaccination, inngculation,

and the use of different types of drugs and so on. The only response
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MR. H, COLLINS: that I can give, Dr.

Thuriow is a surgecon in the fee for service field in
Gander, and he presented a paper which I do not mind
admitting went to - to read the paper one would have to
stop and think and know that he is a doctor. He signs
his name, you know. He is a doctor, there is no doubt -
about that.

But under guestioning £rom
br. Severs, I think it is only fair for me to say,too,
he indicated that he did all of his research one afternoon
in a library in Halifax. He admitted to that. And he also
was guick on the draw when Dr. Severs tried to say, Well,
you know, that is not very much research. "Well”,he said,
"I know more about it that you did and you have been at it
for years." Now, I do not want to get invelved in that
argument but his paper, apparently, was produced cn the
basis of an afterncon in the library in the medical school,
I presume, in Halifax. Now, it might be a good paper, but
that is the sort of -

AN HON. MEMBER: Do not judge them by the research of cone person.

MR. H. COLLINS: I did not say that. But that

is the paper which we are now having reviewed. Because if
Dr. Thurlow thinks this, it is only right we should go to
the best people we can find in Newfoundland znd the best
people in Ottawa and get their views of what he is sayving as

well and the references which he used.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. memher for Tarra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, having presented

a petition here last week on behalf of the residents of
Port Bilandfoerd who were protesting the spray programme, I -
feel it my responsibility to speak here this evening.
Actually, most of what I
wanted to say was said by the Minister of Tourism, particularly
as these were the points that were raised in the petition

and these were the peints that I emphasized here last week
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MR. LUSH: when I spoke to that petition.
You Honour will recall that the residents of Port Blandford
objected to the spray programme insomuch as that one, the
watershed area surrounding Port Blandford was being

sprayed, that was the area included in the spraying, this
was the area from which they get their water supply.

Secondly, from that water-
shed area flowed three majer rivers through Port Biandford
and then lastly, the spray area came within cone half mile
of the town which is dangerously close, Mr. Speaker. There
is no wonder that the people of the town are concerned,
worried and frustrated, certainly on the basis of what they
have heard about spraying and what they themselves have
recognized.

Mr, Speaker, in speaking to
this issue I have no great degree of scientifie background
behind me to support or to substantiate what ¥ am going to
say. HNeither have I read an awful about the subject, but
what I will say is contingent upon the little hit of
reading that I have done and secondly, from a lot of
common sense information which the people that I represent
have to tell me.

Mr. Speaker, I grew up in a
logging area and the district that I represent is largely
a logging area. It doss not take you long, Mr. Speaker,
when you talking to people who know the forest, who know
logging, it will not take long for these people to give you
some of their common-sense ideas as to what has happened with
respect to spraying and our expleitation of the forest by
spraying. -

The hon. Minister of Health -
mentioned DDT. By spraying with such chemicals as DDT and
our expleitation of the forest, we have disrupted the _ -
balance of nature and in essence we are the ones who have

caused the spruce budworm.
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MR. LUSH;: The Minister of Tourism
menticned, What is the alternaitve to spray? Well, Mr.
Speaker, it might oversimplifying the case when I
advance some of the suggestions that I will be advancing
here this evening because I realize it is a complicated
affair that we are involved in and we are talking about
the viability of our forest, the future econcmic
viability of our forest, a most important and a most

crucial matter affecting this Province.
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MR, LUSH: But, Mr. 3peaker, as I
have said earlier, we are the people who have caused the
spruce budworm because of our exploitation of the forest.
We have eliminated the kinds of forests from which other
insects, the predators of the spruce budworm thrive and
we have, in exploiting the most economic timbers in the
forest, we have allowed the growth of forest on which the
spruce budworm thrives, mainly the balsam fir and over-
mature trees.

Mr. Speaker, when we look
into the cause, or lcok into the alternatives of spraying
we must understand something about the spruce budworm, we
must understand what has brought it about, the kind of
forest that keeps it alive, the kind of forest on which it
thrives. In other words, we must look at the causes and
try to eliminate the causes as much as possible. As far
as I can understand, it seems to be pretty widely
accepted that the spruce budworm thrives on balsam fir and
on overmature trees and the only way to correct that is
through a scientific forest management programme.

Mr. Speaker, one wonders
how much or what percentage of fir makes up the total
volume of our forest, what percentage of the total voiume
of ocur forest is taken up by overmature trees. Mr. Speaker,
I maintain that this Province has never made much of an
effort to harvest overmature trees. We have always gone
after the companies and the contractors, we have gone after
the most economical wood with no concern for the economics
of the future with taking dewn, harvesting the mature stands
to make reom for regeneration of other trees, newer stands.
That is what our carelessness has brought us to today. It
did not happen overnight, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, the spruce
budworm has been arcund for a long time, but because we digd
not exploit the forest in the same way,that there were other

predators there that took care of it, but when we exploited
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MR, LUSH: the forsst and used various
insecticides iike DDT, killing seme of the predators of

the spruce budworm and making the situation right for

the spruce budworm teo thrive, this is the situation we
brought ourselves into.

50 obviously, Mr. Speaker,
we have to knowing - as I have said before, it seems
pretty widespread that we know <n what conditions the
spruce budworm thrives and naturally we have to sliminate
these conditions and naturally we are not going to do it
overnight. But certainly it does not seem wise to spend
money on a spray programme when through experience and
experimentation it shows that spraying is not very effective,to
say nothing at this moment about the threat or the danger
imposed to pecple's health. Leave that aside for the
moment, to talk about the effectiveness of spraying
and,Mr. Speaker, none of the literature that I read
indicates that spraying is very effective. Indeed, it does
not do anything at all.

In New Brunswick they have
been spraying since 1952 with no effective results at all.
Manitoba carried on an experimental programme which again
proved that the spraying does not at all ¢ut down or cut out
the level of population of the spruce budworm. Quebec has
been spraying since 1968 and I think has the highest spruce
budworm population in all of Canada. Nova Scotia, they have
decided not to spray; P.E.I., they decided not to spray:
British Columbia, they have decided not to spray. Mr. Speaker,
if all of those provinces decide not to spray bhecause of the
evidence that is available, on what basis is this Province
spraying? How can they substantiate their stand to spray
when all of these provinces have decided that it is a futile
effort, that that is not the cure for the spruce budworm,
that rather we should be loocking into some sort of scientific

forest management programme emphasising the technicques of
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MR, LUSH: harvesting and salvaging
the infested wood, harvesting and salvaging the over-
mature forest, and reforestation and thinning. These
are some of the alternatives that we have to look to,
that is the direction in which we should be going.

Mr. Speaker, in view of
the substantial evidence that spraying is not effective
then I see no reason at all why the government is
embarking upcn this spray programme. We know the causes,
we know what the conditions are under which the spruce
budworm multiplies and proliferates, we know that. Mr.
Speaker, if we know that then we have to do something about
it. What we have to do 1s restore the balance of nature
again. It is not easy, Mr. Speaker, it is not easy but
certainly the money that we are wasting in a programme,

a spray programme that we know is not going to be very
effective, it would be much wiser to put that money inte a
scientific forest management programme, without wasting
money on this spray programme,

And, Mr, Speaker, certainly
the government is inviting trouble when they do what they
propose to do in Gander and in Port Blandford knowing the
concern that people have about this spray. To spray a
watershed area and to come within a half mile of a
community, or residents, Mr. Speaker, it is crazy, and as
I have said, it is inviting trouble, inviting protest and
demonstration. This is what it is deing. If the government
exercised a little more discrimination and if they wanted to
carry on this spray programme, I am sure they could have
chosen areas much further removed from watersheds and
residents. Certainly goodness there is an awful lot of .
wilderness in this Province they can spray for experimental
purpcses to find out what the results will be without .
spraying, dumping spray, insecticides that have people

worried sick, and justifiably so, dumping spray in people's
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MR. LUSH: backyards. That is not
necessary, Mr. Speaker, not necessary.

I toco, like the Minister
of Tourism, would ask the government to reconsider what
they have done, I heard ministers say that they are going
to reconsider the Gander situation, Mr. Speaker. Well, I
certainly hope that they will reconzider the Port
Blandford situation teco, and every area where the spray
programme is coming within a watershed area and close to
a community. I would hope there is going to be no
discrimination here. If they decide toc stop in one to
stop in all of the areas that are affected.

As I have said, Mr. Speaker,
I made nov reference to the health problems that are
associated with insecticide or aerial insecticide spraying.
I have not mentioned that hut, Mr. Speaker, there seems to
be some evidence to suggest that it is harmful to pecple’s
health and if this is the case, Mr. Speaker, we cannot
expect our people +dust to sit back and watch their
envircnment being sprayed with the great danger of threatening
people’s lives, and wildlife, animals, birds. Mr. Speaker,
there is no guestion about it that insecticide spraying in
the past has done that. It has affected our wildlife,
animals and birds, it has done that. Talk to any forester,
any logger and he can verify that for you beyond any doubt,
beyond any shadow of a doubt.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would hope
that the government certainly would reconsider their actions
in this respect and if they are not going to cancel the
spray programme in its totality, certainly that they would
not spray in those areas that are selected to come within
a half mile of a community, two miles of a community, and
to come within the watershed area.

Mr. Speaker, there are many

factors about the spraying programme, aerial spraying that
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MR, LUSH: need to be brought forward.
It 1s a delicate operation, to say the least. It has
already been alluded to here today that when spraying
wind conditions have to be exactly right and that is a
very difficult set of circumstances to come by here in
this Province, a Province that has such a high wind
velocity. It is very difficult to have that condition,

ideal condition
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MR, LUSH: all of the time., And,
Mr. Speaker, it does not take too much of a change in the
velocity to change the direction of that spray.

Really nobody knows, there
is no scientific evidence to say how far it goes and how
far off target it goes with just an increase of a littie
bit in the wind velocity. There are so many other variables
with respect to the malfunctioning of the plane, anything
could happen, Mr. Speaker. It is a very dangerous, it is
a very dangerous situation and it should be the last thing
the government should do, the last thing.

Mr. Speaker, I believe at
this stage to spray is to acknowledge defeat, that we cannot
solve the situation by any other means. Mr. Speaker, this
defies the scientific knowledge that is now available. It
is not effective. “he way to go about it is through a
scientific forest management programme, a programme that is
not going to solve the situation in the short-term buat,

Mr. Speaker, our forest is a matter that has to be looked
at in the long-term. And for the long-term, it is the
scientific forest management programme that this Province
must be fullowing, the same as was the case in Nova Scotia.
That is the kind of example we should be following, Mr.
Speaker, and the example of zll the other provinces that
decided to scrap this programme. Because on the basis of
the knowledge that was available they were convinced that
spraying was a futile effort in terms of controlling the
spruce budworm.

I would hope that this
government could understand this situation in the same way
that these other provinces have and cancel the spray
programme entirely the way that they have done in New
Brunswick, the way they have done so in Nova Scotia, and
the way they have done so in Manitcba. Then on the basis of

the results in New Brunswick, certainly not very convincing
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MR. LUSH;: results on which to conduct
a spray programme, but were we to lock at the results of New
Brunswick alone that we weuld say no, that you would not
spray, and that has heen over a twenty-odd yvear period.
Then, as I have said before, Quebec,ten vears of spraying
and with the highest population of spruce budworm in all
of Canada, I believe.

S0, Mr. Speaker, these facts
gcught to be convincing encugh and I certainly hope that
the government will take a hard loock at what they are
doing. Mr. Speaker, let me finish by saying that I
certainly hope that in reconsideration of this, and if the
government does not stop its programme entirely that they
will not spray in communities where the spray area comes
within a mile, a half mile, two miles, but that there is
a sufficient distance away from communities and away from
watarsheds, I think that is an obligation,the government
must do this, and this is not asking very much. Mr. Speaker,

with these few words I will finish.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Spsaker

MR. SPEAKER{Capt.Winsor): The hon. member for Grand Falls.
MR. LUNDREGAN: I want to offer my comments of

support and encouragement and praise to the member for St.
John's West (Dr. Xitchen) for one of the most analytical
speeches that I have heard in the Legislature, particularly
on the issue that we are now dealing with which is one of
great emoticnal overtone. The hon. former colleague of
mine at the university certainly did not do anything I did
not expect him to do. Because he does have a logical mind,
he is a man of great strength of conviction and I think
tonight -~ from St. John's West, I am talking about - the
member showed the gquality that he does have. I am
encouragad by the fact that he stood back from this issue,

the emotional issus which has a pelitical overtone as well,
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. LUNDRIGAN: a fantastic political

ME

dimension to it, stood back and really clearly and
apalytically expressed many of the concerns that I have.
As a matter of fact, I could have put a full stop after
his speech and pretty well ended it there in terms of
anything I would like to say myself.

I am going to gpeak on the
topic as a little bhit of an environmental nut myself, I
have been involved since I can remember with the environment
as a person who has spent half of my lifetime involved with

the woods, trapping and hunting and things of that nature.

I spent four months one Summer in pure research in the Grand
Falls area live trapping beaver and doing research. I

spent seven Summers at it

i
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: as a person involved with

biclogy, with various aspects of govermment moose programmes
and the like and I developed a lot of affinity to the
outdoors like the hon. member for Windsor ~ Buchans

(Mr. Flight), who is a great outdoorsman, I am aware, and

I speak with that kind of a feeling.

I also would like to indicate
to the House that it took me long days and many dozens of
hours in the Committee process, particularly with the
Resource Policy Committee of government, interacting with
the professional people in Forestry and Agriculture to
be convinced of two things; first of all, the dimension of
the problem of spruce budworm, the extent of the problem,
the implications of the problem, that was something that
really was startling, when people iike the members on
this side who had more opportunity to get involved in
the background when they were given the facts on the extent
of the problem - and the member for St. John's West in
raising the guestion about what happens if you have a dead
forest, what happens then? Where is the damage then to
your total soil, to your water systems, to yonr watersheds
and the like? Why you raise these questions and lock at
the extent of the problem then you realize that we are always
faced with & situation which is tantamount t¢ having to
declare some kind of warfare on what is a pest that is
infesting the countryside of this Province of ours and
andangering the total exonomic future of the people of the
Province.

The second thing was the
guaestion of what the alternatives were. We were convinced,
as I was, a member of the group whe made the decision about
what to do having had the pilot project of a yvear ago, we
were convinced that the forest management techniques that are
being talked about here today and that are being talked about

as the solution by many people in the Province, is one way to
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MR, LUNDRIGAN: go about it having a part

of an answer, a part of an answer. It can help putting
people in the woods thinning out, cleansing, reforestation
all of those kinds of things have to be done but we are
also convinced that it was not a solution to the problem,
it was not addressing the problem right square in the
teeth, and the government took the leadership decision
fully aware of the fact that the problem was going to
emerge into an emotional outcry in the Province,

My contention is, and it
took me guite secme time, I raised hundreds of guestions
on the issue about the aspects that are raised here today,
the health preblem, the environmental impact, using the
particular chemical involved, my concerns after several
days of interaction with experts and several months over a
period of time, was that the right thing to do was to go
ahead with the programme, that was the safest solution to
one of the most massive problems confronting our Province
today. That was my conclusion but it took me a long time.

I went through a process of
being very skeptical, very skeptical to the point~if I
would say I was against it - to the point that I was clearly,
rationally and logically aware that it was the best alternative
for the Provipce today. I talked to several people in the
Department of Forestry who are friends of mine, who are
trained people in their fields - none of them bioleogists -
but trained forestry people, I asked them, "What did you do?
How did you come to the conclusion?” These people, the
leaders in the department told me that they tock guite a
bit of time, first of all to understand the dimension of the
problem, to be convinced about the extent of the problem,
and also quite a bit of time to be convinced of the proper
solution, the approcach.

I have heard that one of the

persons who was on the New Brunswick task force, one of the
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MH. LUNDRIGAN: three task forces that were

get up in New Brunswick, independent of government, to
analyze the approach to the problem in New Brunswick was
totally against it. I understand he was a sociologist of
some renown, and in the process of dealing with the
problem he came to the conclusion that it was the proper
thing to do.

Now, I am suggesting, really,
an answer to part of our problem that we have. A large
part of our problem is that we do not know the issue.

MR. MAYNARD: The head of our own task

force last year, Dr. Randell, was totally opposed to it.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: A Newfoundlander, right?
MR. MAYNARD: A Newfoundlander who

subsequently said that there was nc other choice.

MR. LUNDRIGAN: There is information 1 was

not aware of. As the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture
indicated, last year in our own task force Dr. Randell who
was a very, very skeptical person, against it as a matter
of fact, the minister indicates, reached the conclusion
having been exposed to the issue, the information and the
available documentation, came to the conclusion that it
was the alternative, it was the choice, the right choice.

AN HON., MEMBER: Not matacil.
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can get up and have dis few llotls words, Spravinp: low, In
any event, lr. Speaksr, I am sugresting here that a part of

i the prebler 1s that many, many people, and 1 would say the vast
bulk of the population of the provincesare not aware of the
implications of what the iack of action will be or the
implications clear precise knowledge on the use of the apray

and what 1t neans, what it gan do. It L5 2 matter, iao my

W

opinion, of a lack of information and that Is parcly the

iy regult of tiuc fact that it is a new thing, it is a new

srocess and 1g has net had tirme to have whatever hkind of

osnosis takes place with people understanding things: tharg

process bas not gone threough. I remember nvyself like the
merber for Gander (Mr. i, €ollins) whe made a zremendous
sresentation this evening, very lepical, very cool and level~

ieaded ~ I remember bedngz in @ander when the last program

. was going on. I was fishing half oy time down on the Sander
Rdver and I remember the planes and the spray and the concern
that pecople had; and I remember one little side story which
was always an amuysing one. Jiggs Bolandywho is well-known

to a lot of people in this House, one of the great gharacters

of this provinge, a farmer on the old Botwood highway, sent
vut his few thousand bees one afternccn to collsct Lin zone

doney aud none of them came back, And the member for Gander -

that was In 1968, was it,or semething?

MR, B, COLLING: 1963,
2. LEYVDRIGAN: 1965, The menber for Conder,vhe

was than in oppositicn,came in and kighed up a heck of 4 stink

abeput it and he gzor compensatad for Lis boes because, supposedly,

Ee]

they were lmpacted on by the presence of the spray. e did not

tell anyong except 2 faw of his c¢lose friends, like myself,
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S HON. HZMBER: That was a decisfon nmade hy the former nsremier.
AL LUGDRICAY: .The deeision was made by the former

premier for days there was a great debate goinz on wirh the
former premier and the present member feor Gandsr aver the death
of the bees of Jiggs 3oland from 3Jotwood and, of course, thatg

was a —he get paid for his bees in anry event. It was z cold

avening that avening and, of course, and the premicr of the
il N 1 1 3

day did not argue against the few dollars Ffor Lis hees, I axn

S

eing to make a couple of cemments on sowmething, but I would

[58)

s just want to indicate the extent of how thiapgs can bhecome a
bit polirdeal., I was talking the other day to one of the
congressmen from the United States who travelled dewn to the

. seal fishery. I did not have much regard for him. I had gone

to his constituency and we got invelved din a big fuss down in

N San Francisco, that was Congressman Leo Ryan, who 1s a bit of
a polizical, what would yeu call 1t? - what is a nice word

so we can be pariiamentary? I will not use the lannuane the

nember for fape St. - what?
All. HOW, MIMBIDR: an opportunise
HR. O LUNDRIGAN: an opportunist, alrvicht an opportunise.

It 15 not iike the cheap words vou could use. 1In any evant, his
- constituents sald that Lf evarvhbody in his constitusncy were
against blacks,he would come out azainst blacks, that is what
he would do. How, there 1s a littvle danper here and it reflects
on all of us in the louse that when neople have a particular
. type of fealins that we sort of tend to lead tha opinion,
rather than to try to divart or corract or adiust or whatever
the case you might want to use. ‘low, here Is an examnle of

sorething, I just want to gquote a liectle article here which 1s
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taken from the Daily

Tape 36064 GH~3
cews of December 23, 1976, So-azndsso

sald Wednesday that in view of the inabllity of scientisrs

to establish any scientific evidence of a conneaction between

the anti spruce budwerm chemical and the incidences of Teve':

Syndrome amoup children, the province of Jewfoundland has

absolutely no excuse

progran inmmediately.”

for failing to undertake s spraying

The quote continues, "I'e said that

enpugh analyzing, hesitating and passing the buck has gone

on on this parcicular issue for the past threg vears. Jow it

is time for action.

How is the tige for the Hinister of

Forestry and Agriculture to stop fiddling before uis department

goes down the drain.

e went oun to say that if Healch linister

farold Collins 4is williag to push shead with the swipe flu

vaccine pregran ia the face of the cancellation in other

provinces and the U.5

danger and lethal sid

. because of statistical evideace of

a-cffects, the Minister of Forestry

should be prepared to activate a technigue that has no proven

]
strikes against it

That was December 23, 1976, the title

of that story is "There's ne Excuse for not Spraying - eary’ .

daw, ie that not something? Is that not an Interesting

gquotation?

AR, UL CARTER:

dR. LUNDRIGAI:

ME.

SART

but use Jeary's name,

R LUUDAICAL:

proper context. The

Spraving - leary’, December 23, 1276,

Lapoile, Steve JGeary

inabilicy? and on it

Why do you nog read it agaln?
Is that net a fascinating revelation?
Read it once more, read it again
that 1s what it says.
Tihe member says I did not put in

story reaids "There's no [xcuse for not

salid Wednesday that in vigw of the

zoes, get oo with the sprayiag pragram,

2

provide the leadership; he tells my eolleague, the Minister

of Torestry and Agrisulture, he tells my colleage, the ‘fianister

n the spraviang. That was Decenber 23, 1876,
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Yaw 2w, 107 Tape 3964 R
A and the re a he said 1 e Yol
zad the reasen he zald it he ha

just come bael from out din his own district and be had just
come back acress rhe prevince and there was a lot of evidence

aof dead trees- half the proviance were saviap "That are they

going to do about 21l the cobwebs with the nillions of

budworns on the end of zhen? Yhat are they going to do

o
#

gl
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place looks like

be a waste desert around the province., It leooks a

11
zone. Let us get on with the job and do something aboutr it, And

TE

that is what I thipk the government has done about it. I am

proud that the government of the proviacz, in snite of th
engtional concern, have heen prepared to provide the leadershin

on this issue. I am very pleased that thavy have baen able

S

to provide the leadership on the issue. Iy ragommendation is

that every single affort ba made to provide whatever

information is necessary to eniizhten the pecple of the

province, gilve every opportunity for the pgople to euprass

y thenselves in a good demeccratic fashion.

CAATER: You should table 1t.

R, LUNDRICAN .

Sut the information, My, S$nsaker,

. the hon. member has challenged me to table thils document.

I suppose I should begause there arean awful lot of people

who would want fo put one of these in their pocket just to

wave it arcund and I would ask the Clerk if she would aot

only lay it on the table but mavbe the menbers would like o

kS hhave copias of it and have it taken off and passed around,

sspaciilly te the feader of the "pposition.

Hrssinl

Ten thousand copies.

The member for Windsor-Rughans

Flight) talks abour beine nplitical,

e will ficd about opsortunist hefore this issue is fully

over because Lt is like the hon., member for Lanoile (*“r.

waving his little things around at the memher for

Hells s scored a litele hit of

Zilbride (dr. R,

St

an oarly

round victory, didn't he? And mow he would like to be out of

the ring entirely.

A MOH. MENDIZR:

Get off 1rt.

e

Gow he would 1ike te be gut cf chs




@

and I wvould gy
risht now that tiat hon. nember would lilke te gall & truce an
the issue - I doubt #f he will get ene. I will say to the

dnistar for Windsor-Duchansshe could very well be vary right

today on this issue In terms of the polizical aspect, in tarns
of the emotional aspect, he could very wall be very righr,
anc I am not suggesting that 1s his motive, but he could very

wiall be very right; but I am z2lso zeines to suggest, My, Speaksr,

: Fa

.

as the Iissue starts to unfold and develor and people starc to

become convirsant with rfhe axteant af it and econversant wita

S

the extent of the problem, then I aw going teo ask him who 1s

golng to be right. ‘lore Zmportant than that, I am not worried

about that, iir. Speaker; it is very possible for good

ox
sovernments to be dead right to get taemselves in dgep dead

trouble ovar an issug ~ that Ls very possible: but I would

rathar see us ten years froam novw wiih a healthy acoromy in

. the forest sector of cur province kuowing then that we were
righr., I would like to see us Lf we make a decision here
today or any other day not tp spray, what happens te us ten

-+

years down the road? Tus people who make the decision not ts

spray teoday, 1f we 4did fr - toohk that decision, thev will ba

Y
v in the kind sf 2 position, 'lr. 3peaker, that they will be

written up dn the history Sooks because of thelr destruction

. of che econoemy af our nrovinga.

- MR, FLIGUT: Is not the apposite true?
AR, LUJDRIGAN: And Mr. Spaaker, let me just zo on
and pake a cauple of obagrvations. The nenber for St. Joun's

. West {Dr. B, Tigecuen) ralsed a lot of questicons. I Lave

hzard the ansvers to a lot of the questions. l!any nanbars
of nhe lUouse have heard the ansvers, nany nembers of Cabinec

t nant hawve

[

have, seme of the backbenchers on this side mis

A

the evideace presented, many of the =

m

asard sgme
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Tay 2B 1678 Tape 2453 o3
UL O RUNONIGAN the opposition hawvse noet heard seone of

-

the evidence. Perhaps thers 1s a need for us one dav in the

R

near future to hava a neaningful sessicn of the legislatu

"
o
e}
=]

this parciecular issue, not a pelitical debare or a debate
which 1s part of the parliamentary svsten as we are doinpg hers
today, mavbe a session, r. Speaker, where we have 3 committes
and we ecan bring in witnesses, brine In 22oplae froem the lew
Arunswick end of things - the »ros and the cons for and
asainst -~ bring in veour Chief Medieal 9ffiger, hrinpg in vour
daputy minister and his officizls 1f tfhey wvant, brins in sonme
pecple who have had sxposure to the problem, peopla vwho have

been invelvad In spraying of the fruit orchards, w!

pors

ar

i@
[

understand., they spray directly on fruit somesthint lihe 14
tires as rmuch as thay spray su the forest. and wo turn around
and eat the fruit, bring these people in and ler them s5it here
in the legislature and the committee of tha whole and l2t us
raise the gquestions.

MR, FLIGHT: Uhat do you mean? e are raisian guestions?

MR . MEARY . Should nor we do that before we sprayv”
MR, LUNDRIGAL: Mr. Speaker, the rovernrent just made

the decision. the revernment. The covernvent has responsibilicy

as the Leadar of the Opposition says on a daily basis. The
sovarnnent has a respensibility not the readar of the Monosivion,
not the member for Labrador. The <overament has tha
responsibllity to make the decisiens,to provide the leadarship -
MR OUEARY Then why do they not do it?

has

LTIDRICAN o and this 4z what the governrmant
done. You do not zovera by a commitvtase of the lasislature.
Yau do nat composs a symnhony with a committes. A®m o mattar
of fact. if there dig any problem Mr. Speakar, is that T would
like fo see that the type of - a litels bit of a more balance

hatween the former hvpoerisy of the formeor leader. 1f I have

any critigism of the nremier and the rovernnent and thz
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May 29, 1978 Tape 3666 i8-1

MR, LUNDRIGAN: bureaugracy of the government of this day.

i wou%@w?ika to see a bit more autonomy and a bit more
cracking the whip and getting on with it. That is what I would
like to see, not carrying democracy to the point that the member
is saying, why did they not bring in the whole thing and have it
cut before. And the government have to make decisions. That is what
decisions are about. In any event I do not see anything wrong if
members want more information. ! am going to go one step further.
Aside from the Conmitee here where we could have a meaningful
interaction with people whe are knowledgeable, 1 think that
distinguished gentlemen to my left right here, the Ministers of
Farestry and Agriculture and Health have distinguished themselves
with their acquisition of knowledge and the way they presented it
on this fssue, more than you would expect normaily from a minister
who is dealing with a complicated, technical question. [ am particularily
pieased with the way here lately on television the other evening,
the CION television, that the Minister of Forestry handled himself,
cool, level-headed, common sense, the only approach on this kind of
an {ssue that anybody can maintain.

I would like to go a step further and suggest to
the minister that there might be a requirement. There is not only
a reguirement, there is a responsibility on the part of the government
to totally make available to the public the considerable amount of
information which is avaiiable, that would reguire circularization
of the people of our Province perhaps as an observation, [t might
require us to set up some kind of a semi parliamentary system where
we can go around and let us call people befare the Committee,perhaps,
of some sort. The member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen} suggested
satting up a Committee, not & Committee that is going to necessarily
do much in the way of changing & decision but a Committee which allows
witnesses to be called forward so that the public can see an interaction
with professional pecple. Because the whole bulk of knowledge and
infermation on this issue is in line with the recommendation of going

shead as the government have decided to do.
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Tape 35666 18~2

MA. LUNDRIGAN:

The problem of the day,as [ see it,is that there
has not been an opportunity,maybe because of a lack of information
presentation, there has not been an opportunity for the public, the
masses of the people, to see the sides of the story. I mentiocned to
somebody at supper hour about the - I have asked 1,000 people,like
we a}? have - and I said what about the spray. The first comment
was that I do not see any reason for us to be spraying poison arcund.
And 1 said,”Have you got any apples in the fridge?". And the party said,

"Yes." I said, "Do you think they are sprayed.” "Well,I do not know if
they are or not. 1 did not think they were!' And [ went on to give an
indication of the extent of the spray in the use of apples that we
gat and the magnitude of the amount of spray. And ths party said, "Why
did this information not come forward? . I did not know that before.'
And I went on to try to tell what I think are the facts that [ have
been toid about the -

MR. HOUSE: The world would be starved if it was not for
insecticide,

MR, LUNDRIGAN: That is right. And I went on to explain the informaticn
I had about insecticides on this particular issue and the dilution

effact and the extent of it and how much tolerance we had and so

on.  And when [ finished talking there was no doubt in my mind that

that person was totally,rationally aware to the peoint they were ali

& bit more relaxed about 1t.  And that is what [ think is a little

bit of the problem. I think the public have not yet had time to
engurgitate the extent of the information.

So T am suggesting that we do have more cpportunity
to provide information. [ commend the twe ministers for going before
the paople of the Province put in Gander and to have taken their
bumps. I think that is a good sign of democracy at work. [t takes
a little bit of gumption and backbone because you have to be a bit
of a hero to stand up hefore a public that is so emotionally adamant
on an issue. I also think the membar for St. John's West made an

observation which I would like my colleague to touch on, the Minister
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May 29, 1978 Tape 3666 18-3

MR, LUNDRICGAN:
of Forestry, in terms of the acguisition of long term knowiedge 30
that there is a tremendous day to day monitoring in a way where we
can always say at some future point if there is any concern, any
observation, any awareness beyond what we already know, that there
is a hazard or an iminent danger,that we be able to take alternate
courses of action. | wouid like to have some knowledge of what
fact he can tell the House on the monitoring procedures.

Lastly, I wiil say this. [ think, Mr, Speaker -
MR, FLIGHT: Is the report out yet on last year's monitering?
MR, LUNDRIGAN: Is the member going to send his speech out to
Grand Falls this time? Now the Tast time I promised I was going
to send his speech out. I did not do it aut of respect for him.
Is he going to do it this time? [ would appreciate that because
maybe this time I will send his speech out. But, Mr. Speaker, what
I wiTl say as a concluding comment is this, I think this s a real
test of leadership, of the people of the Province in terms of their
party system, their political system of government. 1 think in this
particular case the government of the Province - the Leader of the
Opposition is not interested in that. The Leader of the Opposition
is so potitical that he would come out in favour of anything today
which would capture him a few votes. Of course,that is a sign of a
political leader. That 1s the sign of an Opposition Teader in Tots
of cases. It is also the sign of somebody who s sc ambitious for
power that he will do anything in the world, Mr. Speaker. So do
not the Opposition leader Took across at me with his speering grin
on his face tonight or I will take a few strips off his back on this

issue because
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apitalize on anvthine righr now.

cannet pe oo sleop for exciterment.  Yle cannot po teo sleer

t, Mr. Fpeaker, because of the fagt now that
aot the government on the sticky end of
respect tp a political issue. That is why he is all carrisd

about 1%, look, he is grinninpg like a Chesire cat, Yr. Speaker.

novs sxactly vhat I oao talking about.

I say, !'r. Zpeater, that this is
governtient -

I saw him in Sander.

YT LINDRETICAY . Caw me in Cander. Yes, ¥r. Speaber, I an
in Gander avery secend dav. I am in Cander and T am ip Urand Talls

avary second day, seven trips in the last month.

T, T T sav hiim in Cander.

the hen. Leader of the fprositiocn

deem te Clavenville. ¥ undersiand

tad g very good weeting down thera. He thin's that - he is

st selebrating, and he has not got anvthing vet to celehrats,

T want to remind him of that., T wonder what the former

ler thinks of the issue. 1 wonder what the former leader

ris of the issue. !Mr. Speaker. I understand the former leader

carey who, T think, sovhe has the adedration of smany of che
Te of thiz Provivee, T undersvand vhat b hns sone goncgens
fact rhat we have a r2al sericus econemis

10

e have in thte fornmst industry - the

¢ value out of this Provincs

ries mector, S260 millien, and we stand here in fhis

aned toll aheut the forest

the Proviace today.

5125



2

e

lite a prune If we are not

carafyl a-our the formst industry in this Province.

re, RITCOUEN: fr the sovernment can drivael un,
TR, OLENTRTOAN: Yr. Epealber, the government can very

well drivel up. T have had that happen to me before, and T am
soiar tp have 1t happen again 1f T keep at politics leng snough.
That does not concern we top much about whe sets defeated or
rha zers glected. But it doss concern we a little Rit if ve
Tool dowm the road at 8260 million, about twenty-five per cent
or more than tverty-five per cent, thirty per cent nf the
total shiprents cut of pur Province dovn the drain. That is

A mattzr of some concern. The member for Windsor - Buchans
{(*r. Flight) nver there with a tovn that vould e on the

~rnad of i=5 haeel without the forest industry right dewm the

L, TLICET: I was almose on vy bach with i,

tr, 3reaker, T canncot blame the

reorle, Trzz is the people's choice when thev elected rhe

t

an, mowbsr,  That is the people's problem.
Mr, Speaker, the mewber for levisporre

T, ire} is retring ready to gzet up and unleash an attack,

n his area, Mr. Speaker, vou have
sot half of his population dependent on the forest industry.

2 7 am saying let us put this political acnsense aside and

a4

r. Sreaker, recosnize that we have tuentv-five per cent
e aonnemy nf oour Province, In terms of the exptrt value
of pur industriss, on the verpe or in dangper of sewme lind of
£

serious seonomic 2ffect, Tf we do not provide’ the leadership,

iy

o de not nrovide the initiative to try teo do something about

thao iz goine to heep the discussion on a decen

lavel.
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that, wve endanger the santire ecenomy of our Provinee, It is not

3 matter of one or two touws poing dewn the drain,

=
ot
-
Ei]

a matter of the fact that rhis Province cannot survive without
a forest industry. Ue are in danger of not surviving very
=2l as it i3, and T will agree with the Yon. menber on that
rarticulsr issus. Dut let us put aside cur concerns about

vhe iz zodns re gen what policionl benefics. fnd 1 we are

0

regally zericuslv interested, Mr. Zpeaker, about the rroblem,

shy do we not take the ovopertunity fo aszh pe=onla af sone time

to come before this Commitzes, and let us roise the auvestions,

listened to the Leader of rthe Cppesition. le &id not raise

Tek

a nuestion. 1 Ifstened to the member for Leleile (Yr. Yeary) vhe
aot up and rambled on, be did not raise a cuestion., Tvery
myearion they reised, most of which was just an attack about
poinen goiry inte the air,poisen pourdng down on the people,
noigon pouring form all ever, and he tells me about plaving

politics acress the wav, Ue zells we abour playing politics.

This i3 what he said, I'm zets a zentleman nere,
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May £9, 1978 Tape 3668 8-1

YR, LUNDRIGEN:

wha is the minister, who is backed up by the best medical brains

we have in gur Province today, who is backed up by the best medical

brains in our country and he teils us statistical evidencs te refute

everything which was said. The membar got up from Terra Hova {Mr.

Lush} — 1 understand there are ane or two cords of wood in Terra Nova

district - he got up from Terra Nova, he did not hear a word: Now [ can

understand many people not hearing, [ can understand people becoming

emotional on an issue,but I certainly have a little bit of concern

and when I see members of ocur legislature who do not hear, that you

cannot communicate to them, that they have built up a blind wall

agafnst it and cannot hear and cannot listen, that is a real problem.

That is the kind of attitude that,you know, can really get us into

trouble., That is worst than the spruce budworm as far as [ am concerned.
So I am saying, Mr. Speaker, press on. The government

have taken a leadership decision. Tt i5 going to cost us some concerns,

We have responsibility to inform ocur public to whichever extent we

can on the issue. [ think we have 9ot a responsibility to make sure

we set up whichever ways and means we can at our disposal to fnteract

with our public in a way so that they will become aware and so that

they can vent their emotions and express their concerns. We have

& real responsibility. We might sven have responsibility to adapt

ourapproaches fram time to time, Mr. Speaker. There is why I think

that the government are on the right track on it and I say to the

membar who is interjecting back there that I will look for his

Teadership and I wiil send his speech out to Windsor-Buchans because I will -

MR. FLIGFT: [ will match my views with yours any day on good forest

management ({inaudible).
MR, LUNDRIGAN: I will be very interested, Mr. Speaker, in what
the people of the central region have to say about his remarks today.
Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Port de Grave.

MR. DAWE: Mr. Speaker, | am sure we have all listened with interest

to this debate here today, 1 do not think I am going to add anything
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MR, DAWE:

new to what has been said. [ think avery point has been brought out,
those who support this spraying and those who are against it My
position is,as I have given a lot of thought to this matter, my
position is guite clear. 1 do not think for gne minute that the
government should,in this present spraying programme,spray in the
heavily populated areas in this Province. 8y doing that I think

we would put some of our people under great stress and concern.
There is doubt in a good many people’s minds actually to the resuit
of this spraying. We have two or three of our sister provinces who
are definitely against it. I am sure they have got probably
justified reasons for doing so and I would Tike to join in with the
hon. membar for Terra Nova {Mr. Lush) to make a strong appeal to the
govermment and to the minister that they would probably declare a
moratorium this year for spraying in these populated areas where
the water supply ceuld be in jeepardy and until such time as the
people of our Province could probably be exposed to this more than
they have been.

I am not going to delay the House tonight but I
have one Tittle suggestion that { am going to pass on to the minister.
And as [ have said, every point I think has been raised in this
debate that possibly could be thought of. But I would suggest to
the minister that we have a Timited and very isolated spraying
programme this year. What T mean to sav is Timited and
isolated, that is some part of the Province that could be completely
monitored by all those concerned. And I would suggest to the
minister that they appoint members of these concerned citizens
from Gander and from Glovertown and arcund the Province, some
renresentation from these concerned citizens to this monitoring
committee and then they will be able to see for themselves. [

am sure 1t will
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‘¢ non-partisan, non-political and then they could »riop this

irformation that they would zatbter to their various groups

ané they then may come o their ovm conclusions that this is

the only alternative left oo the government to fry to rid
ayrselves of this very, very serious nrotlem. And it may be.
Me. Speaker, 1n mv point of view,that we may need a combinatiorn

aof two ar three preogracees that have been supgested bere fopizhe.
tngd T can probably supgest three to the minister: To salvaging

the wood in tha populated arsas could be probably one solution:

a partial salvaging of the wood In the populated

.

i)
3

o

areas so that the roorle could rest assured that there
=nllutien proklem)  gnd wheres there were proven that this

matacil spraving is pet injuricus to cther forms of 1ife,riat

have a oonk

nme of reforgscation and ene of harvesting.
That may be some solurien. T hmew it is a very zerions problem.
T understand that zlwmost ninety per cent of the Provinca in sore

forn or ansther 15 fnfected sith this spruce budworm. Tt s

= serious proklen  ard o got to e taciled.

hat fs the anawer? T do not hnew.

poines ralsed here today vou only set more

zenfusad, "ot I osould say to the Lon. minister that

shinl for oone minute that our pseple should e put urder this
srresg oy this asngarn, hecause again, 1 osav, in ole sepelated

aet o opellurad Yyt the peanle are really concorned, 7

soverament fo put these people in this nesitien. T could ot support

full zpraving preograrme, ¥r. Speaker. Zut I would say agein, and

%3

T can oply repeat whar T have already said, that we should, in oy opin
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srotiatly have gn fsolaved spraviog programme this vesr and thaco
protaibly we zould try to combine the two, spraving and the

L]

harvesting of this spruce budworm infestation - it could he
harvested, I say, in the populated areas so that pecople then
vould not be so concernad with the pollution problem. And

I would repeat again to the minister that I think ir would be

a good idea and a good suggestion for the povernment to take
if thav decided te go ahead with seme of the srraving pregramme
zhar at least some representation from thess serious rinded
reople should be appointed to this ronitoring coomittee so they
could sen for themselves, and they could come te their ovm
gonclusion, in thedr owvm way, and I am sure thkat they would
rasa that information on to the other citizeps, these concerned
reonle vho really feel sincers in their ebjections to this
spraying, that they could come Lo their own conclusien that
probakly it is not the risk that they feared it mighe he.

T think the minister would be doing a
zood service to Chese people if ke could at least appoint sore
of these people to this comnittee if they decide to go shead
with rthis propramme this vear. I think it would be a zeod
public relatdon's Job, and these people would come to thelr
oun conclusions themselves. Put bearing In mind the indegisicn
of the other provinces, *r. Speaker, 1 feel that at least ¢
vear e should bave some worateriun with this spraving., 7t is

act a solutisn that is going to he found overnight., Tt hias be

2]
b |

with ys, as I nay, for so many vears, and I do pot rhink that
v rushirs into sues a thing as this that ve vould help matters
ar thds time. I am not influenced ir ary vay by the spinion of the

raper 2ilk at all. They are only zoiny fo taks thelr own seliish

motives in any supgestions that thev would make . They are net concerned
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all singerify that I would lite hinm to reconsider this

expest price.  3Jut I weuld sav te the miniasrer
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MR. DAWE: espacially, as I again
stress, in the populated areas that some limitation
would be put on this part of the programme and that
probably then next year, after ancther season passes,
people may be more enlightened and they may come to the
conclusion the government has no other choice.

I would support some
restraint in that programme this year. I do trust that

the minister will take this into sericus consideration.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of

Forestry and Agriculture.

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like

to have just a few words before we clue up tonight on this
matter., It is obviously one that is a very important matter.
I think this has probably been one of the better debates

we have had in the House of Assembly for sometime. It is a
very important issue.

I have taken & number of
notes as I have gone through the day and I would hope to be
able to answer some cof them. I am sure that the time will
not allew me to answer all of them. It would seem to me
that the biggest fear that has been expresssed in the House
of Assembly here today is the fear about the type of
chemical we are using, and whether or not it is necessary
te use or to embark on a chemical spraying programme.

The chemical that we are
using - the subject has been brought up on a number of
occasions over the past few days and I have tried ko allay
the fears of hon. members as much as I possibly could, the -
last time being a very lengthy statement on Friday merning -
of last week whers I ocutlined in some detail, I thought, the
system that has been gone through in, first of all, coming
up with the decision to embark on a chemical programme and

secondly, the decisicon to use the particular chemical, matacil.
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MR, MAYNARD: Now matacil, Mr. Speaker,
is a trade nama, It is no more or no less than when one
goes into a druy store and buys tcoothpaste and says that
they want a certain type of toothpaste. The fact is
that the same kind of chemical is included in that as
there is in any other. It may be a different type of
tube, it may be a different colour +tube and this sort of
thing, but it is the same type of chemical. The chemical
is aminocarb or more commonly known in the coppermate
family of chemicals.

The fact is that these
chemicals have been tested in Canada by the federal people
who are very responsible people, who I am sure are not
perfect, but who are very respensibile. Since 1963 they
have been testing this chemical and finally in 1976 they
registered the cheemical for forestry applicatien.

Now, Mr, Speaker, I have to
say to myself at some point in time that there must be
some raspensible people in the Department of Agriculture
{Canada) , there must be some responsible people in the
Department of Health and Welfare (Canada), thers must be some
responsible people in the Department of Environment {(Canada}
and that these people are not absolutely out of their trees
to be able to say to me that this chemical, aminocarb is
very safe for usage in Canada.

There has been a big issue
made of the fact that it has not been registered in the
United States. Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not go South of the
horder to find out whether they want to use a chemical or
whether they do not. I could not care less whether the -
tnited States have approved the chemical or whether they -
have not. I have known the United States to make some very

sad mistakes in scme of their approvals
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MR, MAYNARD: s$0 I am not geing there, I
am looking at our own controls which have been instituted -
they have been proven to be pretty, pretty accurate for

a long pericd of time - to tell me whether or not that a
chemical is safe.

I have no guarrels with the y
United States. If they want to have a different system of
registration, that is fine, they can use their cown system.
But I do not think that I have to bow down to the United
States or I have to bow down to any other country, I am
gquite happy with the system that we use in Canada,.

There has also been the
suggestion, not a suggestion, but a sort of implication,
Mr. Speaker, that suddenly the government is embarking en a
programme and they are going cut and they are going to rain
death from the air and they are going to destroy all the
pecple in Newfoundland which is total, absolute nonsenssa.
There is no one in this government, there is no on in this
House of Assembly, there is no one in my department that
wants to do a spraying programme, no one. We have never
said that we are happy with deing a spraying programme.
What we have said, is that weighing all the evidence, taking
the thing in total context that right at this point in time
we do not know of any other method, short-term method. And
hon. gentlemen are guite right in saying that it is not a
long~term solution. We have never proposed it as a long-
term solution. What we are proposing is that in the short-
term we have to do the checmical spraying programme, in the
long-term we have to do intensive forest management, There
is no question about that, no question about that. We
have to put a lot of money into forest management and I will -
not gquestion the fact that we have not put much money into it
in the past but I will say to you, Mr. Speaker, that we have
to put a lot of money into it in the future.

We have to do a two-pronged
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MR, MAYMNARD: effort in my estimation.
I may ke wrong, I am not an sxpert in ecslegy, I am not
an expert in health, but I take the best advice that I
get, but we have to do a two-pronged effort.

Number one, in the short-
term, protect the foliage, the trees that we have
now. In the long-term, try to ensure that we are going
to have a healthy forest forty-five or fifty or sixty
years down the rcad, 2and we are putting out money into
that at this point in time and we will continue to put

put money into it as long as this House of Assembly, at

least, gives us the leeway by voting the number of dollars.
We have talked zbout a

number of things here today and I find it very disturbing,

Mr. Speaker, that an issue that is so important to this

Province would suddenly get into the political arena, into

partisan politics.

MR. STRACHAN: You are talking about the

member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan} are yvou?

MR. MAYNARD: I am talking about any

member who would bring the issue into the partisan, pelitical

sphere.
MR. STRACHAN: You already did.
MR. MAYNARD: I£ the hon. gentleman from

Eagle River (Mr, Strachan) wants to speak I am sure he
will have a chance.

MR. STRACHAN: I am only giving an opinion.
I listenad to forty minutes of political diatribe

MR. MAYNARD: The hon. member listened to

forty minutes of political diatribe. Well, I can refer-

MR. STRACHAN: That is right.
MR. MAYNARD: Well, ¥ can refer back %o

Hansard, Mr. Speaker, with the hon. member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir {Mr. Simmons) and the hon. member for LaPoile

{Mr. Neary), and if I remember correctly, one person had
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MR, MAYNARD: three days of political
diatribe, the other one has had two days so far, and I
would suggest to the hon. member for Eagle River that if
he is going to talk about pelitical diatribe, a
monologue and boring conversation, then he had better

put it in the right context.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR, NEARY: No wonder his salary was

reduced to one dollar,
MR. MAYNARD: No wonder the salary was

raduced to a dollar.

MR. SIMMONG: Boy, oh boy, ch boy!
MR, MAYWARD: Here is the way that the

hon. member for LaPoile operates, and my colleague read it
out there a iittle while ago. '"Now is the time for action,
now is the time for the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture
to stop f£iddling before his department goes down the drain,"

Mr. Neary said.
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MR, SIMMONG: That is right!
MR, MAYMNARD: That was one year age, Mr.

Speaker. All of a sudden for political purposes he has

changed his tune right now, a 180 degree switch.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. MAYNARD: There is a very nice name

for people who do that but unfortunately this House of
Assembly with its rules and regulations will not let me

say the name. I could say it.

MR. NEARY: There are too many unanswered

guestions zbout the spray programme and the environmental

conseguences. That is the difference between now and December 1576.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, when I -
MR, LUNDRIGAN: He has it from the

hamlock looper and the budworm cembined.
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman lost his cool in

the Cabinet., lost his cool in Ottawa and is losing his cool here.

MR. LUNDRIGAMN: We should spray you.
MR. NEARY: He cannot handle it.
MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please.

We cannot have several hon.

members speaking at one time, or we should not have,

MR, MAYNARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Let me get back to a few of
the questions that have been asked., I think the Leader of
the Opposition asked why we did not confer with Nova Scotia.
The fact is, Mr. Speaker, we have conferred with Nova Scotia.
and let us put the Nova Seotian situation in context. The
fact is that Nova Scoctia has a problem in one part of Hova
Scotia, in Cape Breton Isiand. It does not have the problem
with the budworm on the mainland of Nova Scotia. Now, we
do not have that healthy a situation, we have the problem all

over Newfoundland sxcept for Labrador. But we have the
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MR. MAYNARD: problem a1l cver the Island
of Newipundland. We do nct have the problem in Labrader.
But Nova Scotia has the problem in cone area. Now I would
suggest t¢ you, Mr, Speaker, that Nova Scotia can afford
to write off Cape Breton Island and say the heck with it,
but we cannot do that in Newfoundland, we just do not

have that much timber arcund.

Mr. McLean in Nova Scotia —
and I am sure that hon. members are going to say that I should
not criticize my colleague; well, he has criticized me and
he has criticized his colleague in New Brunswick - but if
Mr. McLean wants to write off Cape Breton and say to hell
with it, that is fine for Mr. McLean., But I cannot do that
in Newfoundland, I cannot afford toe do it. Have I conferred
with Nova Scotia? Yes, I have conferred with Nova Scotia.

I have not been in on their Cabinet meetings. There was
some suggestions over there today that I should know why

the Cabinet in Nova Scotia made a decision., How ridiculous
can you get? I do not attend Nova Scotia Cabinet meetings
anymore than Mr. Mclean or Mr. Regan or whoever attends the
Newfoundland Cabinet meetings. Nonsense.: But I do know

the situation they went through in trying to make a decision.
I do not know why they came up with the f£inal conclusion,

it is not my problem, but I doknow that I have to make the
decision as far as Newfoundland is concerned.

Now the State of Maine has
been tossed around on television and radic and this sort of
thing. ‘he State of Maine: Mr. Walker in the State of
Maine made the big announcement that the State of Maine was
going to phase out of the spraying programme. It sounds
good! It sounds lovely! But, what we have to ask ourselves
is how much was the State of Maine putting inte the spraying
programme? And I did a little bit of checking, 4 per cent,
4 per cent of the cost of doing a spraying programme in the

State of Maine was provided by the State the rest of it was
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MR, MAYNARD: provided by industry and
the federal government of tha United States, so they
are withdrawing 4 per cent., It sounds great.
Mow, they alse gqualified
that statement by sayving that the State of Maine would not
be putting any money in but the federal government and
private industry could go on spraving, which they are
doing. So they will go on spraying after 1980 if they
want to. But everybody suddenly gets all hot and bothered
about the State of Maine is going to stop spraying. Nonsensel

The State of Maine is not going to stop sprayingl The Statse

of Maine is just asking that private industry and the
federal government pay the extra 4 per cent that they were

paying,



B

3
et
=4
0.3
i

and they will contral it, %z, bi= deall

2. €. has beep meationed.  ISricish Columbila, ¢ompared ro

[

Gevfgundland, Mr. Speaker., is live comparing harcleships to
che dories thaco we use and that I rowed quite a few times whan
I was growing up ~ the punts, dories, whataver have you.

Tuere 13 no conparisca. British Columbia does not have a
problen, Why should they stop spraying when they do not aven
hlave a problem. The question was asked, Vhere is matacil
used? Matacil has been used since 19786 in Nuebaec, Jntario,
Gew Brunswick and in Hewfoundland., Is it a new chemical?

o, ir is not a4 new chemical. it has been vary well tested,

very well researched and it is mized with a petroleum producet

a3 are all other echemicals that are used in forestry application;

it 1s mixed with a perroleum product. And when o, I fuel oil,
which was the ardinary mixture,was found toe have gome sorg of

a link, a possible link with a2 discease, the enulsifier wvas
found te have some sort of a - the Department of Fealth and
¥elfare in Canada said "Yo, vyou cannot use that , seo there is

a2 new petroleum formulation, but 1t is stil1ll a petreocleum hase.
The mixture is 20-1 and Dr. Javid Severs, the Chief

Hedical Healeh Jfficer of the province, and my colleague

can back this up, says that the formulation which is approved

by lealth and Welfare Canada is onefone-~thousandth of tha

approved dosaga. Onefone-thousandth - vou wvould have -
A oM, MEMBER. Ane thousand times less than.
AL HMAYHARD: It ig one thousand times less than

the dosage that would evan make you ill. Last year, and

if anvybody caras to read the envirenmental monitering report
last year. in direcet spray over a water body the testing

was dene and the amount of matacll found in the water body

was 24 parts per billiop. The amount allowed over a

srolonged period under the Canada fafe ¥ater Uriakinr GStandards
is 172 parts per killion. It was eno-guarter - a direct

goray rizht inteo the water heody, aasz-gquartar of the amount

tirar 143 allowed on a prolonsed hasis
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I find it havd te halizve anvwavy.

~and T have checked with ha maedical

me that a :eson in rthelr astimacing
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would have to use that water supply at 100 parts ser Billion

for a perdiod of zix months, eizht months, hefore they would -
aven find zhat they were having a problem.

R, FLIGET: But the Miaister had told us thers

was no protlenm.

MR, MATEARD: That 1s risght, I am telling vou

there iLs no problen and T am alsa saving to anvone in this

Housae come up with the avidence, the conclusive esvidence.

that there is a problen, and then T will reconsider ny decision.

MR GEARY: But the Minister should come upn with

the answers.

MR, CIAYNARD T have, dr. Speaker, I have corms up

with the documentarion and I have made 1t available and I

have put 1t on the table ipn this Heouse, T have made Lt available

te the public that says thera 1s no conclusive evidence

that there is a problen. :

L. FLIGET: Thae L5 now.

Tow, 1f honourabls zentlzmen are
zoing te get up in this llouse and say that there is 2 sroblen
then preduce the evidence. That is what T am savine. I

da neot want a spravine sregran; no one in this fouss wants a
spraving prosram, but we arse into 3 situatisn wvhere ve do not
have any choice sxoept to controel the budworm. “ow. 1if soma
honourable gentlemen either on the other side or on this side
car come up with some conclusive evidence that thera 1is a
problen with the chomicals that we are usine or the method

we are using, then nur {1t on the table., Lat us not maks -

a
rh
ry
ai
2]
H
2

wif remarks. If you are roing to make off-the-cuff
renmarks, then you should be able to back them up, and I would -

Suzzest to you that the remarks that have been nmade teday and
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there is mel one that can be hacked up and show ne tha

Hr, Speaker. Vever nind situtiag back in the seat. ‘lover

sitting back ia the seat and taking 1t easy. The nenbs
this ilouse have a respoensibilicy: 1f they are going to

rerark, they had better be able to preove what thay are

sayving.

A1 0o, MEMBIR: Hear, hear!
MR, MEARY: dut will you let us brinrm wiinesses
inzo the House?

< CGEAYHARD Aring ir in. 3Iring witnesses Iin,
bring the evidence in, You will not bring Lt ic because vou
just do not have it to bring in.
MR, NEARY: Will you give us the ovporzunizy?
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MRS. MCISSAC: Will the minister., before he finishes -
MR. NEARY: He is finished., He iz in

ovar his feet.

MRS. MCISSAC: Oh, he is finished.
MR. NEARY: He is finished. Carry on.

o on, speak.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: go on, speak.

MRS. MCISSAC: No, I thought the minister

was not through. I just want to make a couple of comments

or ask a couple of guesticns, really.

one of my concerns was the

fact that there had been drums leaking in Stephenville.
I was quite concerned about that and wondering what the
danger was there with leaking drums in Stephenville since
it is a very poisonous substance, sc I am told. It may
have been taken care of, it may have been satisfactorily
taken care of. I thought the minister was neot finished and
I had intended to ask him that guestion.

I also have to wonder about
last year's programme and the fact that there were only
twelve part-time students used to monitor 200,000 acres

that were sprayed. HNow, also, I am not that familiar with

3

i the programme but there are two gquestions that I would like

answered and that is one of there.

Is the minister satisfied for
that twelive part-—-time students could monitor 200,000 acres
and come up with a satisfactory answer? Has the cleanup
in Stephenville been done to the satisfaction of the
minister? And the safety of the people, that is another
guestion. Last yvear I was under the impression that there
was some of the spray that got inte the water system in
Corner Broock, but I also understand that the airplanes were
about a mile-and-a-half off target. Is this going to happen
again? What can we expect? Do we know enough? 1 am as

concerned about it as everybody in Newfoundland is concerned
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MRS, MCIS3AC: about it. Everybedy
in my district, I would say, that I have talked to has
gquastioned me about it. I do net have the answers. I
do not know 1if any of us here have the answers., We
say that we have svidence - of the minister says he is
sure that it is not harmful but are we sure? Are we
certain? Do we have enough evidence to go ahead with
the spray programme and ensurs that we are not endangering
the envirenment and human beings?

The fact that this is going
to be mixed with something else, has this been tested? I

do not mean -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please'! Order, please!

It being eleven o'clock I
am now obliged to put the motion which is before the House
and the motion is that the House do now adiourn. Those
in favour please say 'aye', contrary 'nay’'. In my opinion
the 'ayes' have it. I therefore adjourn the House until
tomorrow Tuesday at 2:00 p.m., This House stands adjourned

until tomorrow Tuesday, May 30, 1878, at 2:00 p.m.
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