
VOL. 3 No. 52 

PRELIMINARY 

UNEDITED 

TRANSCRIPT 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

FOR THE PERIOD: 

2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

MONDAY, MAY B, 1978 

. I 

., 
I 
I 

r 

l 
~ 

-i 

ti .. 



~1ay 8, 1978 Tape No. 1907 NH- 1 

The House met at 2:00 P .~1. 

~r. Speaker in the Chair. 

!fR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

STATEMENTS BY ~NISTERS: 

~fR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce the 

appointment of Mr. Herb W. Goudie, professional engineer, 

Assistant Deputy Minister of Fishery Services for the Department 

of Fisheries. Mr. Goudie succeeds Mr. D. J. Burden, who 

recently resigned to enter private practice. 

Mr. Goudie served for many years with the 

Harbours and Rivers Engineering Branch of the Department of 

Public Works of Canada in both ~ewfoundland and Prince 

Edward Island. He also 'Harked in the consulting engineering 

field for eight years, as local Manager of the DeLeuw Cather 

operation. In 1971 he joined the Newfoundland Fisheries Development 

Authority as Chief Engineer in charge of its engineering 

construction programme. On reorganization of the Department of 

Fisheries in . l973, Mr. Goudie was appointed to the position of 

Director, Engineering and Fisheries Facilities, in which position 

he has been responsible for the planning, organization and direction 

of all engineering and technical services required in the implementation 

of prov~•cial fisheries facilities and programmes, including both 

ne~• construction and maintenance. 

In this capacity Mr. Goudie has been closely 

associated with the construction of such facilities as longliner 

service centres, fish handling shed facilites, fish holding 

facilities, baited trawl units, water supply systems, ice 

making facilities, fisheries access roads, and other fisheries 

facilities. 

:-ffi.. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Trinity - Bay de Verde. 
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MR. F. ~OWE: ~r. Speaker, I would like, on behalf 

of my colleagues, to coneratulate :·ir. Goudie, who has been appointed 

I believe as Assistant Deputy llinister of Facilities in the 

Department of Fisheries. 

Sir, any dealings I have had with 

~!r. Goudie have shown him to be a fine gentleman. I ~ave had the 

greatest of co-operation with him. He is an experienced 

gentleman in that particular department and Sir, I would simply 

lL~ to say on behalf of my colleagues that we wish him the 

best of luck in his new appointment and every success in the 

years to come. 

~!R. SPEAKER: The hon. l!inister of Fisheries. 

~·!R. W. CARTER: Xr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce today 

in counjunction with the Canadian Saltfish Corporation, a major step 

forward in the development of the herring fishery on the North West 

Coast of Newfoundland and Southern Labrador. 

For the past three years the Department 

of Fisheries has had an agreement with the Canadian Saltfish Corporation 

to develop the herring fi~hery of that area. Under the Inshore 

Fishery Development Agreement with DREE, a number of new facilities 

have been constructed and others upgraded to permit the processing 

and handling of high quality herring products. The Canadian 

Saltfish Corporation was asked by the Province to manage the facilities 

during the past three years. 

The Provincial Government, ~!r. Speaker, is 

now entering into a new phase in the continuing development of the 

herring fishery on the coast with greater emphasis being placed on 

encouraging this development by the private sector of the industry 

as well as the Canadian Saltfish Corporation with the latter now 

operating without the benefit of any subsidy from the Province. 

Under the new agreement the Canadian Saltfish 

Corporation ~dll operation facilities at Brig Bay, Blue Cove, Castor 

River South and Red Bay, with facilities at Bartlett's Harbour and 
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~1R. W. CARTER: L'Anse Au Clair being made available to 

the private sector under a lease arr2ngement. Proposals for the 

leasing· and operation of these facilities will be called in the 

next week or ten days. 

The facilities under lease to the Canadian 

Saltfish Corporation will be managed for the Corporation by 

William J. Burton (Nfld.) Limited. This company is one of the 

largest and most reputable herring processors and importers 

in the United Kingdom and is one of the most important customers 

of herring processed and exported by the Canadian Saltfish 

Corporation. 

This Company, Mr. Speaker, operating 

through a number of subsidiaries both in the U.K. and Eur~pe, 

has been in the herring business for over 150 years and currently 

produces smoked products in the U.K. for eX?ort. 

The Canadian Saltfish Corporation has worked 

with the William J. Burton (Nfld.) Limited Company for the past 

four years and has found them to be a very responsible company 

and a valued partner in its activites to date. Under the 

arrangement with the Canadian Saltfish Corporation, the Burton 

company plans this Fall to install smoking equipment to finish 

the product in Newfoundland. The company, Mr. Speaker, will be 

processing in Newfoundland traditionally finished products for 

export to established European and other markets in Newfoundland 

herring that heretofore left the Province in a raw, unfinished 

state, ~nth the final processing being done in Europe. 

This new programme, Mr. Speaker, will provide 

approximately 30 - 35 jobs in the main processing plant at Brig 

Bay in addition to the jobs involved in the primary processing 

at feeder plants at Red Bay, Blue Cove and Castor River South. 

j 
f 

• L 

.. 
I 
i 



day 3,1978 Tape :<o. 1908 AH-1 

HR.W.CARTER: The William J. Burton (Nfld) Ltd. company 

plan to begin operations on June 1,1978. 

The new company will not be purchasing equity 

in the operation and all facilities will continue to be owned by the 

Provincial Government. 

Hr. Speaker, this I believe is a step forw·ard 

certainly in the matter of final processing of .:-lewfoundland co; .~gi1 t fish 

especially in the matter of herring because,as I have pointed out 

in this statement,prior to the entry into the area of the Hilliam 

J. Burton company practically all of the herring caugnt Dy our 

fishermen was exported in barrels with a very small amount being 

exported as butterfly fillets in a frozen state. So I look upon 

this as being af major importance to the fishing industry and the 

start of maybe furth~r secondary processing in the Province of 

fish caught and landed by our Newfoundland people. 

HR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Eagle River. 

~IR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, as we welcome the news 

concerning some of these developments on the :abrador coast and 

the Northern p=t of the peni.•sula,there are certain statements 

that the minister made here that are worthy of co~ent. First 

of all,the minister indicated , and we will take the last point first, 

on the smoking of the herring here_, I am very far.:ilia.r with it. 

ever since 1964 I have been trying-and in 1967 introduced a smokin6 

kiln into this Province to try to get the :~rring into a finished 

product. lie indicates in his statement that it is going to be 

smoked L• this Province and,as I understood him~final processing 

will be done in Europe. You mean it will be totally packaged,smokeci 

arui finished totally in this :'rovince? I welcome this kind of news 

because I think obviously the vast quantities of herring which we 

have caught in tl.e past have either gone for very low prices in the 

11erring meal and obviously to get into the finished product has beet 

tLle way that we have been advocating for years and years that we have to get 

into this. I wonder, however, ~lhether the minister could elaborate whether 
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HR. STRACHAN : further down the Labrador coast,such as in the 

Cape Charles-Square Islands area where there are large quantities 

of herring caught and they have been suffering ~rom a lack of barrels, 

a iack of facilities and lack of encouragement,! wonder whether 

the minister could say whether~1e ~entioned the communities there but 

he did not mention these communities further down the coast and I am 

wondering wheth~r these communities will find help and assistance 

from the Canadian galtfish Corporation who did not help in the 

past, they ceased their operation before that area. And there has been 

considerable problems there. In fact many of the companies have not 

been paid for much of the herring that they produced last year and 

many fishermen are still waiting for large sums of money. I also 

wonder whetl1er the minister in congratulating the Saltfish Corporation 

here on their move could let us know whether he now agrees that the 

Saltfish Corporation are doing a reasonable job,because it was,I 

think,only last week or the week before the the minister criticized 

severely th~ Saltfish Corporation for some of its operations. I 

wonder whether the minister has now had a change of heart in this, 

one week criticizing the corporation and the next week praising them 

up for their abilities and so on, I wonder exactly where he stands on 

t.1at issue? 

:·lR.. SPEAKER: The hen. minister. 

l1R. W. CARTER: I do not know if I may respond to the question,but certainly 

I wouid like to. In fact 7 we are doiug the very thing in this 

agreement that we talked about two weeks ago in that we are now, 

where the private sector has demonstrated its ability to do certain 

things,we are now encouraging, as I pointed out in this statement, 

encouraging the entry into the herring fishery and other areas of the 

private sector. And maybe in time, who knows, maybe the Crown corporatior 

can be phased out entirely and the private sector can be phased in.nut this 

relates to herring. What I did say tYO weeks ago was that the Saltfish 

Corporation does in fact in our view need major" surgery, certain 
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changes mus t be made. It ~ust,for example 1 receive 

more support than what it bas from toe federal government , t he body 

that set it, and that maybe what we are doing now i n the herring end 

of it "can very well be expanded to be done in t he saltfish itself. 

NOTICES OF :10TION 

!·1R. SPEAKER: Hon. lltinister of Hi nes acd Enet':!Y . 

~!R . PEC!.<FORD: Mr. Speaker, if I may be allowed to on behalf of 

my colleague , the .iinister of Rehabilitation and 

Recreatioo,give notice t ha t I ..,ill on tomorrow 
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ask leave to introduce a bill, ".'.n J.ct To .'.!:'.end The ~:elf are 

Insitution!O' Licencing Act11 to ensure greater el!'p~asis on the 

inspection of "elfare institutions in the future. I give notice that 

I Pill tomorro•,r O!'. be-..,alf of the hen. the ''inister of "~'inance 

give leave to intor!uce a '-i:!.J.,"<m .'ct To -'·.tr.end 7he Conflic-t r)f 

Interest A.ct 11'171." rln 1:-ehalf of ryself I ~·Tish to frive notice 

" that I vill on tomorrrov ask leave to introduce a bill, .~n .~.ct 

To Authorize 7he Lieutenant-Governor in Council To Enter Into 

t.n A g:ree~:~ent '·'ith J; ritish :~ewfount:land Co!7oratioa Lic::!.t::.-1 

.'\..Ttd :: .: · . :ot!1sc:1ilcl And Sons Supple~ental To The AgreeMent 

nated 21st. Day of '·'ay 1953 Is thereto for !lm<>n<'~-:l." 

iln behalf of the ;tinister of 

Transportation anc1 r:ommunications"!Jl .-\ct To 'Jr!end The ::otor-

izeC: :r;.ow ''eh icles /'.Ild .. U2..-:Terrain Vehicles Act,l973". 

For the !:inister of Consul:'.er Affairs and Enviromr.ent, ''An .\ct 

To Ac:end ':':"le Stature l.aw .' In Respect Of Annunities Payable 

Under Life Insurance Contracts 11
• I have for myself"An Act 

To !.rr.end Further The Governnent-British :·lewfoundland 

Exploration Limited Authorization Of Agreement Act 1957." 

On behalf of the ~'inister 

of Forestry and Agriculture, "An Act To Amen<'. The D0g .\ct 

1971i." On behalf of the l·:inister of Education,"An Act To 

Amend ':'he Local School Tax Act." On behalf of the ~·tinister 

of Consumer Affairs and Environment, " .o\n Act To Amend :"he 

Consumer C:eporting Agenc:.es .\ct." On behalf of myself "~..n 

Act To hnend The :'in<>ral Act 197f." Cn behalf of the 

~inister of Finance "An Act To Amend The Income Te.x Act.'' 

If all meirllers agree that I can do that for all cinisters. 

A:·!S'-'1'".:3 TO 0 t'!:STIONS l>OR. l•IT'!IC~-l ~lOTICE 1!.\S BEEN GIVE:; 

!'!'. . SPI:..'I.KER: The hon. !!inister of Health. 
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lT .. H. COLLINS: Yes • ~!r. Speaker, I have the 

answer .to question No. 52 in the name of the hon. member for 

LaPoile. He asks ~~hat financial assistance towards cap:! tal 

and operating expenses of International Grenfell Association 

were provided by the ~overnment during the current fiscal 

year~ And the answer to that is that on account of hospitals 

and nursing stations operating expense-s are %',?OS ,C!OO and on account 

of medical and other services,such as public health and nental 

services,$2,197,00 for a total of $l2,002,n0o : l!e also 

asks whether the International Gr~nfell Association requested 

additional funds and if so give the details of such representations 

and the response made by government towards the same. The ansv7er" 

to that, ~'r. Speaker, is that request :<:rom Ir-A were for approximately 

$la 1, noo more than the amount approve-1. T'-!e rec!uctions were made 

to bring requests in line with general govern~ental and cepartmental 

policies regarding salary scales,etc. 

· Question No. 2S 1the same hon. me~er 

asks what was the total n=ber of illegitimate birt~s in the Province 

for the calendar 1977. ~t this date we cannot confirm the exact 

nu~ber for the simple reason that the statistics are not available 

to us yet but considering the registrations to date and lool~ing at 

the record over the past years it is estimated that the nu~er 

of illegimate births for 1977 will be in the order of 1,1no. 

And Questior ~To. 45,in the name of 

the same "tlon. member,asking a statement showing the number of 

atte~ted suicides in ~!e~7foundland and Labrador for.:the calendar 

year of 1975, 1976, and 1~77. The answer to that question is not-

this information is not obtainarle,not in our department an~~ay. 

lind Question No. 47 to asJ..: the 

"inister of Health to table lvhat financial contributions does 

the government make towards the hospital at Churchill Falls. 
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II' • . ' . r:OLLDlS' The financial contribution by 

governll!ent tOHards the ":ospital at C:-.urc..'lill fall s for th_e fiscal 

year . pril ~st ., 1"77 co ''arch 31st . , 1~78 -;as $15':' ,non . T'1c: 

second p'l.rr of. the question is hoH an doctors •,1e re on'" a 

at the ~ospital at Churchill ~alls?And the an~er is two . T~e 

th_ird jlart is,how ~any urses on staff at the C!'lurchill Falls 

hospital? ,l.nd the answer is five. And ho11 many ot.l-ter staff 
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Mr. H. Collins: were employed by the hospital, and the number is 

five other staff. Question No. 22, in the name of the same han. 

member for LaP6ile; How many psychiatrists were recruited outside 

the Province in 1Cl7L~. , 1975, 1976, and 1977? The number is in 1974, 

none: in 1975, three; in 1976, one; and in 1977, one. In what 

provinces or countries were these psychiatrists recruited? Two 

c·ame from England and two from Ireland. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Naskaupi. 

MR GOUDIE: I ask leave, Mr. Speaker, of the House to introduce 

an item which is of extreme importance to this Province, I believe. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman is asking leave to give a 

notice of motion? 

MR. GOUDIE: No, I just want to brina un this particular 

point, Mr. Speaker. It is in relation to a national company and its attitude 

toward this Province. If I have leave to bring it up, I will bring it 
li 
I 

up; if I do not t~en I will sit do~n. 

MR. w. ROWE: Tell us what it is? Who is it? 

MR. GOUDIE: Simpson Sears. 

MR. PECKFORD: (Inaudible) bringing it up. 

MR. w. ROWE: Who? 

MR. GOUDIE : Simpson Seass. 

AN RON. MEMBER: (Inaudibl~) bringing it up. 

MR. GOUDIE: Yes. 

MR. 1-l. ROWE: Are we going to get into a debate on it? 

MR. GOUDIE: Well I do not want anv debate, I am not interested in 

a debate, Mr. Speaker. All I wanted to do was to get leave to introduce this 

particular item, and then ask for a resolution of the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. W. ROWE: Let me say a very brief word on this. We all can 

sort of divine or guess what the hon. member has in mind there, but 

a number of important matters have been raised regarding national 

companies in Labrador on this side of the House, and we wanted to 

debate it, and, of course, unanimous consent has not been given or the 

Speaker has not ruled that the urgency of debate is necessary. We 

do not want to keep the hon. member from raising any matter he wants to 
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l1R. IV. ROWE : as long as >re have the unanimous concurrence of 

the llouse, both sides of the House, -

HR. ~"EARY: To debate it. 

:1R. W. R01-1E: - that we can have a debate and debate the matter 

and make comments on it as ~1ell. We obviously cannot agree to 

statements being made unless we have an equal opportunity to have 

somethine to say on the matter and put some input into the question 

which is raised. 

l1R. ~EARY: We brought it up the other day. 

c·1R. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Naskaupi. 

:-rn.. GOUDIE: ~1r. Speaker, if it is all right I will review it 

tnth the House Leader and bring in the appropriate resolution at the 

appropriate time. 

1-!R. SPEAKER: The hen. Leader of the Opposition. 

:.rn.. W. ROWE: Yes. The hen. member should not feel that we 

are tryine to keep him from making statements, Sir. 

:1R. GOUDIE: No. 

All we are looking for is certain assurances. 

The matter he is talking about, if is - we do not but if it is the 

same one we have been talking about recently in an important matter 

and should have full discussion in this hon. House. If we could 

have the freedom of debate as >~ell, Sir, we would gladly consent to 

the hen. member bringing the matter in. 

:!R. ~AP.Y: That is right. 

A.'< HOi'/. MEI'BER: Why do you think my colleague brought it up today? 

ORAL QUESTIONS: 

:-!R. SPEAKER : The hon. the Leader of the Opposition . 

:tR. W. ROWE: Sir, I would like to direct a question to the hon •. tl1e 

Premier concerning the economic future of the Province. A couple of days ago, 

I believe last Thursday, a very highly prestigious group, a highly respected 

group, The Conference Board of Canada, made some statements concerning the 

economic future of Ne~·7foundland. One of the statements made, Sir, was that t:1e 

forecast for ~leufoundland' s Gross National Product in the Coming year, taat is, 

the amount of goods and services produced in the Province annually, will decrease by 
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Mr. W. Rowe: one percentage point in this present financial year. 

It decreased by a half a percentage point last year, so we have 

100 per cent increase in the decrease in our Gross Provincial Product, 

Sir. I would like to ask the Premier if this forecast by this 

highly respected group, !he Conference Board of Canada,is in accord 

with, is in agreement with the government's own economic and 

financial forecast for the coming year? 

MR; SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, when the business of The Conference 

Board was brought up last year I understand, and I know the Opposition 

were in fact opposed to anything they had to say, but I am glad to 

see that they backing anything they have to say now. 

MR . PECXFORD: But I brought it up last year. 

PREMIER MOORES: But I might also say, Sir, that ,you know, 

you want to believe whatever it is you read. But regarding their 

forecast for this year,that same group about four· to five months ago 

said that they had Newfoundland second to Alberta in growth this 

year of which they had Newfoundland down for 5 per cent, which we 

certainly did not agree with. This time it is the lowest or one of 

the lowest. My hope, Sir, it is going to be somewhere in between. 

But the fact is that with the - particularly the two strikes_ at Labrador 

City and in the mining industry in Baie Verte as well, and also with 

the unknown date of the uncertainity of the opening up of Labrador 

Linerboard mill 
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PREMIER MOORES: certainly regarding the mining 

industry the production and the value - and it is a huge 

value per number of people employed - that industry without 

question will be less than last year when, in the main, 

it was strike free as far as the major producers were 
'I 

concerned at least. I think in the Labrador City -

Wabush area once it goes down for any month or two months 

or whatever the case may be, it has a traumatic effect on 
• I 

the dollar value of the Gross Provincial Product in this 

Province, because they are by far the biggest contributor 

to it, whilst not the biggest employer - it is nothing like 

the fishery - but certainly they are the biggest contributors 

to the actual GPP. 

The Labrador Linerboard mill, 

they have assumed, is going to be down for the year and that 

is why they had the forestry industry in the lower position 

than it had been last ye~r when Labrador Linerboard mill was 

open for a certain length of time. 

These two areas particularly are 

of significance. As I say, the mining industry whilst not 

the greatest employer, certainly has the greatest value of 

any other industry in the Province. I also would like to 

say that the forecast for the fishery we think, is 

comparatively accurate although we are hopeful it will be 

more optimistic than even they are saying. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: A supplementary, Sir. 

MR , SPEAKE.R: A supplementary, the hon. the . 

Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: I do not know why the Premier has 

to get testy and personal about answers to all of these 

questions. It is certainly simply a request for some 

information from the government, from the Leader of the 

Government, Sir. If he wants to give up the job which he 
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HR. W. N. ROWE: shows every appearance of 

wanting to, he can gladly go down to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

I am sure the gentleman to his right might want to take over 

or maybe somebody to his left,although he is out running 

his leadership campaign at the moment, Sir. 

Let me ask the Premier a 

supplementary. According to this Conference Board of Canada, 

Sir, it says that the construction industry in the Province 

will be down about 2~ per cent this year in its contribution~ 

as I understand it,to the Gross Provincial Product. Does this 

forecast by this group of businessmen agree with the 

government's forecast for the coming year? -a continued 

decline in the value of the construction industry in 1978 -

1979? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, first of all, just 

to comment on the Leader of the Opposition's introductory 

remarks to his question, Sir, I am not the least bit testy 

today. I am quite the reverse today, I think - I hope I am. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: You are relieved because of the 

questions I am asking. 

PREMIER MOORES: You know, going down and resigning 

my job and getting someone else to take it I would say, 

Sir, that of all people who want to attain that under any 

circumstances the Leader of the Opposition is by far the 

most ambitious in that regard, and so he should be. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: No, Sir. No, sir. 

PREMIER MOORES: Regarding, Sir, the construction 

industry being down 2~ per cent -

MR. NEARY: We are not powerful -

PREMIER MOORES: -from where we -from where we sit, 

that is difficult to analyse if it is correct or not. 

The new hospital construction is coming to an end this year. 
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PREMIER MOORES: The hospitals were great 

employers in the construction industry. Certainly from 

the figures that have been tabled in the House, the road 

construction and other government expenditures in other 

parts of the construction industry are up. The Hinds Lake 

development will have an impact this year, not as great as 

it will next year. Obviously, Gull Island, even if it gets 

going this year, will be comparatively minor, in fact. 

It is a very difficult question to answer, Sir, in detail, 

but in the main, I would say it will be slightly better 

than has been forecast by this group. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: A final supplementary, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the 

Opposition. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: The Premier is in such a good mood, 

Mr. Speaker, in case you are wondering, because he is relieved 

at the line of questioning I am taking today. We had a caucus 

decision, Sir, and we are going to concentrate on scandals 

every second day and positive measures every other day. 

I am sure the House, Sir, will be relieved to hear that. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. W. N. ROWE: Well, in terms of the amount of 

attention that scandals deserve, Sir, we should be at it 

every minute of the day in the Province here, in this House 

MR. NEARY: That is right. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: -from two o'clock in the 

afternoon until two o'clock the following morning. 

Let me ask the Premier this, Sir. 

MR. PECI:FORD: 1988 (inaudible). Wick Collins 

is getting to you. 

MR. F. ROWE: Oh, yes~ 

MR. W. N. ROWE: Sir, I live in fear that one of 

these days I will pick up the newspaper and have Wick Collins 
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KR. ll. N. ROWE : say, 'Bill Ro\le is a good fell ow.' 

On that date , Sir, I will tender my resignation. 

PREMIER MOORES : I live in terror of that. 

MR. W. N. ROWE: You live in terror of it. I live 

in terror of it as well, Sir. But, Sir, the question I am 

going to ask the Premier, Sir, is he does not seem to be able 

to make any predictions or fo r ecasts on the economic outlook 

of the Province. Perhaps one of the most significant 

indicators, namely housing, he can give us something a little 

firmer on. According again to this group, Si r , who - I do 

not know if they are any good or not. The P-remier might be 

able to tell us whether he agr ees that this group has any 

solid forecasting ability behind it or not -
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Mr. W. Rowe: but according to this group, Sir, the number 

of housing starts in 1977 stood at about half of what they were in 

1976, with the number of housing starts this year going to be 

about similar,according to this forecast,to 1977. In other words, 

about half or a little over half of what they have been in the 

last, say, two or three years, 1976,1975 and so on. Will the 

Premier tell the hon. House whether he agrees with this particular 

forecast? Is there any room for optimism by disagreeing with 

this particular forecast or would he say the forecast as to housing 

starts being down by about 50 per cent is a pretty reasonable accurate 

prediction for the economy in this particular financial year1 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition once 

again in his introductory remarks said that I was in a good mood today. 

Sir, that was exactly four minutes from when he said I was in a testy 

mood. But once again -

MR. W. ROWE: You told us you were in a good mood. 

PREMIER MOORES : - he is SO per cent accurate on that one, Sir. 

The fact is , Sir, that I think this House should get 

on with the business of the House. I agree with that. When we 

talk about alleged scandals I will, Sir, be having something to 

say a little later on that, I think1which may have some bearing on 

all kinds of people. But that is something we will do a little later. 

As the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) said, Sir, there will be 

something later, and I will, but I will not now, you know. But 

the fact is, Sir, the housing starts,the federal government have 

not released their budget on housing yet. That has held up not just 

this Province but many other provinces. I say there is a lot of 

uncertainity as to why not,or a lot of spectulation as to why not. 

We are hoping that the housing starts this year will be better than 

last year. The fact is vith the cost of housing across Canada, 

particularly in this Province with the cost of housing, it is also 

fairly obvious that a lot of people cannot afford to build new houses. 

I 
• I 
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Premier Moores: It is something that - it is a sad crieteria 

in our society but it happens to be true. If the federal government 

can get their budget released, their housing budget,so that the various 

provinces can take advantage of it, we have every reason, Sir, to think 

that the housing starts can be better than last year. They will not 

be as good as the year before last, which was an exceptional year 

by our standards, but certainly it depends, the success of housing 

starts will depend to a large degree on the releasing of funds by the 

federal government. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Fogo. 

CAPT. E. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of 

Transportation and Communications. I am sure the minister is aware 

of a fire on aboard the ferry Clara Hollett that has put that vessel 

out of commission. My question is to the minister.Has he done anything 

to get a replacement for that vessel? If not would he take action to do 

so? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Transportation and 

Communications. 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I heard about the fire on the 

Clara Hollett this morning on the news. •fuen I arrived in the office, 

I asked the people in the department to look into it and see what should 

be done and what could be done, and I sincerely hope they are working 

on it right now. What immediate steps have been taken I am not in 

a position to say, but I do know that the department is aware of the 

problem and are working on it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Conception Bay South followed 

by the hon. gentleman for LaPoile. 

MR. NOLAN; Yes, a question for the hon. the Premier, Mr. 

Speaker, if I can get his attention. Did the Premier ever recommend 

or discuss with the principals of Wabanex Corporation or Mr. Brian 

Mulroney or for that matters, 1-fr · ,Paul Demaraise. contracts for '~aritime Power 

Consultants, a company that is alleged to be owned by Davidson? Or did 

the Premier ask any of his ministers to arrange any contracts in any 

way with the group concerned? 

.! 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES : Mr. Speaker, regarding Maritime Power Consultants, 

Mr. Davidson's firm, and .not only, Sir, did I not speak to Mr. 

Demaraise or Mr. Mulroney. - and what the President of the Iron Ore 

Company of Canada has got to do with Wabanex on Bell Island I am not 

sure, although he was I guess legal counsel at that time. 

MR. NEARY: Are they all - (in.<~.1Hiihlp). 

PREMIER MOORES : Pardon? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. De~Taise,the Premier's buddy,owned-

PREMIER MOORES : I said Mr. Mulroney. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Mulroney is there -

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Mulroney owns it too1 does he? Anyone else? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : (Inaudible) • 

PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Hammond. Mr. anyone else? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

PREMIER MOORES : Yes,as legal counsel, Sir, I understand. 

The fact is that Mr. Davidson's a famous or. <nfamous firm, ~ir., 

has never ever been to my knowledge, and I am sure I would know if this 

was the case, no one has ever contacted Mr. Demaraise or Mr. Mulroney 

or any legal counsel _nr anyone elsf! to "11!l"""t th».t Mr. Davidson, 

Sir, would be responsible for any development or any consultant contract 

for the Wabanex oil storage on Bell Island, Sir, for the simple reason 

that there is an environmental risk. It is something that has to be 

studied, and Mr. Davidson being· attached to it would be probably the 

biggest environment risk of all. 

MR. NOLAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

. 
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MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. NOLAN: I wonder in the same line, if I may, 

I believe the Premier last week or in the last felv days 

made some reference to a study on this Grimbsy thing. I am 

sure he knows what I am talking about. Has the Premier secured 

the information for the House of who ap.proved the study 

on a fishing port for ~lewfoundland pat~erned after the so-called 

Grimbsy pattern? 

~m. SPEAKER: The han. Premier. 

PRDITER HOOP-ES : I do not know where the hon. member was, 

Hr. Speaker, I do not know if he pays attention in Question Period, 

I jo not know if he hears the Leader of the Opposition's questions, 

The fact is, Sir, I answered that on Friday. 

:1R. NOLAN: A supplementary, ~fr. Speaker. 

11R. SPEA.'<ER: A supplementary. 

MR. NOLAN: If that is so perhaps for those of us 

who are less informed maybe than the hon. Leader of the Opposition, 

he will provide us with the answer now as a matter of courtesy 

to the House. 

:-!R. SPEAKER: Ih~ hon. the Premier. 

PRIDITER :'100RES : I answered it then, ~:r. Speaker, and I am 

sure the hon. member can read. Yes, he can read, Sir, and if 

not he should ask the Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. SPEAKER: I had indicated I would recognize the 

hon. gentleman for LaPoile next. 

XR. NEARY: Sir, I yield to my hen. colleague. 

MR. SPEAKER : Well the hon. gentleman for Trinity - Bay de Verde, 

followed by the hon. member for Terra Nova. 

:'1R. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, a question for the hen. the 

Premier. Sir, in view of the fact that I am sick and tired of 

driving constituency delegations all over the city to the various 

government departments that are scattered in the city, has the 

government any intention or plans to build a new government building, 

· ' ., 
I 
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MR. F. ROWE: or an extension to the Confederation Building? 

!!R. SPEAKER: The hen. Premier. 

PREMIER' !·mORES: First of all, Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry 

the hen. member is sick and tired. Also, Sir, there is no immediate 

plans right now to build an extension to the building. No. 

~lR. F. ROWZ: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the original questioner. 

~- F. ROWE: In other 1vords, Sir, what the Premier is 

saying is that no arrangement has been made with anyone at all 

to provide for a new government building or an extension to the 

Confederation Building. Is that correct? 

PREl!IER ~mORES : I think that is what I said, Mr. Speaker, 

That is what I meant to say, yes. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. F. ROWE: Would the Premier mind answering the question? 

Did the Premier think he said it or did he say it, Sir? 

PREMIER mORES: Both. 

MR. F. ROWE: Bot)1. 

SOME RON. !1ID!BERS: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. I am not ~ure who asked 

for a supplementary. The han. gentleman for LaPoile, a 

supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary, Hr. Speaker. Is the Premier 

saying in answer to my han. friend that there is no deal with Atlantic 

Place to rent office space and there is no deal with anybody else to put 

up a new building or to put an extension on Confederation Building, 

is the Premier saying no to that question? 

~- SPEAKER: The hen. Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES : lfr. Speaker, first of all the han. member asked 

if there was a deal with Atlantic Place as a supplementary to the 

member who asked if there was an extension planned for the building. 

MR. F. ROWE: Or a building. 

P~ITER MOORES : Nm.;, Sir, Atlantic Place is certainly not an 
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PREMIER ~OORES : extension to the building. And, Sir, 

it is also true to say that there is no agreement with Atlantic 

Place to rent offices at this time. I am not saying there \rlll 

not be, there could be, there may be, or as my predecessor 

~auld say.- he would have said that. 

Sir, havinR said that, there is no 

arrangement to rent space with Atlantic Place. There is no agreement 

or understanding to have an ~~tension to this buildin2, I think, Sir, 

both those statements are simple enough for the hen. members to 

absorb. 

~IR. NEARY: A supplementary then, Mr. Speaker. 

~1R. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hen. member for 

La.Poile. 

~!R. NEARY: Would the hon. gentleman indicate if the 

government proposes, as the hen. the Premier I believe indicated a year 

or so ago, to put up a new building with a new House of Assembly? Is 

there any arrangement to do that? 

HR. SPEAKER: The hen. Premier. 

P.::l.E!-1IER :TOOP..ES: Mr. Speaker, I would be the first to say 

that there is a need for office space. At the present time I think 

there are some twenty-five or thirty locations scattered all around 

this city with various parts of government departments in these 

various locations. There is no question, Sir, but a consolidation 

of space is desirable. It has to be desirable under the best 

terms to the people of the Province 1 in other words in cost, and this 

is what basically is being looked at. 

There are two suggestions regarding the 

House of Assembly. One is to - ~~ell other than where we are now, 

one is to have it done in the manner in which a House of Assembly 

should be, which I think all members would agree, should be a 

place which is of the highest order of any government building 

in the Province. It could be located in any new extension,! suppose. 

But, Sir, ~~hat has been given a lot of consideration, and ~~hat I think 

should be given a lot of consideration to is that the old Colonial 

I 
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PREX!ER ~!OORES : Buildin2, with the ptoper modifications, and with 

the proper additions for members' offices, ~d a pro~er House of 

Assembly , with the tradition c f that particular building and if 

it can ~e done for a reasonable amount of money, what I would 

personally like to see, Sir , is to see t~at building done in such 

a manner as it would be the Legislative Chamber and the place 

for parliament ir. this Province. 

~. NEARY: One further supplementary. 

HR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary, the bon. ~ber for LaPoile. 

Is t he Premier indicating that :here is no 

arran3ement, or is he indicating that there is an arrangement to put 

up a new building for office space? I am not quite clear. ~e 

P:::e:nier has me confused. Will the Premier just tell ce yes or 

no: Is there an arrangement or an agreement to put up a new 

building, that is all . 

x:R. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 
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PREMIER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, I have already 

answered once. Maybe if one of the Pages could come I 

could spell it for the han. member. It is just n-o, Sir. 

He can get a translation from his colleague, the Leader 

of the Opposition. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will hear one final 

supplementary. The hon. member for Conception Bay South1• 

and then I inidcated I would recognize the han. member 

for Terra Nova. 

MR. NOLAN: Last year in the House of 

Assembly, and the year previous really, and again this 

year I asked the han. Premier if he would consider 

setting up a committee of the House of Assembly to look 

into the possibility of examining the extension to the 

Confederation Building and he in Hansard.indicated that 

it seemed to be a good idea in view of the fuss that 

arose previously on this matter - is the spelling bee over1 

Mr. Speaker? 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I think it is 

against the rules of the House for people to walk back 

and forth while an hon. gentleman is addressing the Chair. 

SOME HON.MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NOLAN: Meantime, back to the Premier. 

Again we get back to the committee of the House on the 

extension to this building which he addressed himself to 

on two previous occasions which is evidenced in the Hansard. 

Again I ask the Premier, will he set up a committee of the 

House as he indicated he might do a year or so ago, and 

if so when will he do it? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER MOORES : The problem has been, Mr. 

Speaker, not the committee of the House 1 which basically 

I think is a good idea - I also think the government could 

make that decision on its own - I think the problem, Sir, 
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PREMIER MOORES: is one of finances, And 

as most hon. members know, this year and last year there 

has only been so much money for this sort of thing. 

That being the case that is really the problem as 

opposed to procedure. If we had the finances to be able 

to go ahead, I would suggest that this would have been 

done before and would have been the method amongst others 

that we would have gone. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra 

Nova followed by the hon. member for Windsor - Buchans. 

MR. LUSH: A question, Mr. Speaker, for 

the Minister of Labour and Manpower. According to the 

latest developments it would appear that the striking 

workers at Labrador City have reached an agreement on all 

items in their dispute with the Iron Ore Company of 

Canada but I understand that the agreeme~t has not been 

sUbmitted to the workers for a vote. I wonder if the 

minister could inform the House as to whose decision was 

this and why the agreement, why the package has not been 

submitted to the workers for a vote? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour 

and Manpower. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, I was surprised 

by the headlines in The Daily News this morning. I have 

talked to my conciliation officer who returned from Sept. 

Iles over the weekend. As I indicated before a 

memorandum of agreement is always subject to ratification 

by the membership. 

As I understand it, the 

monetary package has not been agreed to and so therefore, 

the situation is not -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) . 

MR. ROUSSEAU: You know, that could well be 

the case. I do not know if the figures quoted there are 

accurate or not and I do not know what is in the union's 

. j 
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MR. ROUSSEAU : and the company's minds. 

All I can do is report what my conciliation officer tells 

me. And while there is money on the table, I think there 

was a break-off in talks, or a recess Sunday, I guess, 

and today and I presume they will be starting up again in 

in the next day or two. But there is no settlement,as 

I understand it, on the wage issue. 

MR. LUSH: A supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, the news item 

to which the hon. minister refers also says the reason 

why the package was not put to a vote was because the 

steel workers' membership in Sept Iles and Schefferville 

did not agree to the settlement. Does this mean that if 

these workers in Sept Iles and in Schefferville do not 

agree that the package will not be taken.to the voters? 

Because my understanding is that the majority of the workers 

were not Labrador City. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Labour 

and Manpower. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, do not get me 

wrong. That story may well be correct in another day, 
I 

another week, another month, I do not know that. I am . ~ 
" 
l. 

just saying that at this point in time it is ahead of 

itself. There may be changes in the monetary package, . 
the union may not accept what is offered, the company may 

revoke the offer, anything could happen. But the situation 

• l 

I 
' 

is that it could well be the case as outlined in the paper , 

I do not know that. But the package that is still being 

discussed at Labrador City and Wabush is the monetary 

package. 

I understand from my conciliation 

officer that there are still some outstanding items of a 
. , 

technical nature at both Schefferville and Sept Iles and 

as the member obviously knows, that even if there is a 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: settlement in Labrador 

City and Wabush but there is no settlement in Sept 

Iles, or if the railway does not settle there is not 

much that will be able to be done in Labrador City -

Wabush. 

•. I 
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~JR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary. The bon. member for Terra 

itova. 

i·IR. LUSH: In view of the fact, :rr. Speaker, that the 

major item of dispute in this strike was related to occupational health 

and safety,can the minister indicate what time we are going to get 

tilat legislation? Is that going to be ·presented to the House in the 

next couple of days? Is it already presented? What is the situation? 

~iR. SPEAKER: The hon. J;;inister. 

::R. ROUSSEAU: The bill was distributed about ten minutes 

ago. I have talked tc my colleague and I would like to give the 

proper time because it has just been distributed now and I would 

like to do it maybe in principle later today,if the member is ready, 

or tomorrow or whenever in princip!e and then ;illld clause by clause 

until later on. 

MR. SPEA..'<ER: I indicated that I would recognize the hon. 

gentleman for Windsor-Buchans next. 

M:"-. FLIGHT : l'Ir. Speaker, my question is to the Hinister 

of Health lvho is just about to take his seat. Would the minister 

confirm or give the House details on 1as we understand,the rumour 

that in testing the sprinkler system in the Health Sciences Complex 

last week there was a malfunction or there was some trouble and 

extensive damage was done to the walls as a result of rusty water 

being sprayed all over the Health Sciences Complex? Would the minister 

confirm if that is right and ~ould he give the House the extent of :he 

damage, the value of the cost of repairing the damage? 

~fR. SPEAKER: lion. dinister of Health. 

HR. H. COLLINS: Hr. Speal;;er, I will certainly undertake to 

take the matter up with the General Hospital Corporation and see what 

information I can get. I will gladly pass it &long to the hon. 

member when I get it. 

~·!R. FLIG1IT : A supplementary. 

:1R. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

i 
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i!R. FLIGHT : ~ould the minister also while he is getting 

the information to the first question also get the inforDation and 

advise the House as to who will bear the cost of any repairs as a 

result of those damages? 

HR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Eagle River. 

HR. STRACHAN: My question was for the l-!inister of Justice 

but he is absent so I will address this question to the :·linister of -·-
Municipal Affairs.since he knows a little bit about the business. 

In Labrador West and Labrador City there is an affair called the 

Carolgate Affair, they call it locally. I wonder whether the 

minister could indicate if the books seized in October 1976 and 

the books of the town council and of companies which were seized 

in 1976 and investigated by the RCMP and passed on to the Hinister 

of Justice, whether any decision has been come to relating to charges 

being laid, or whether the books which have never been returned to 

the town council or to the companies, whether they will be returned 

to them and whether the people who have been maligned in this affair 

by no charges being laid for ov7r a year and a half or almost two 

years, ;1ilether there will be some action taken in the very near future; 

to ri~ht what seems to be a very bad wrong in this situation 

lfR. SPEAKER: Han. }!inister of r!unicipal Affairs. 
.. r: 

cffi..DINN: Mr. Speaker, I have no idea when the police ij 

~ 
investigation will finish nor do I know when the books will be returned, i 

I 
I hope they will be returned soon. I have been talking to and calling ! 

the :linister of Justice on a periodic basis just to find out what the 

story is on it. To my knowledge the complete investigation is on 

finished, I do not know whether charges will be laid or not but until 

such time as it is finished and the police decide 'mat they should do 

with the evidence or the books of these companies =d the tmm, I 

just do not know v;-.at the si::uatiO.l is. 

:!R. STRACHAN: A suppleruentary. 

:rn.. SPEA:(E;.\.: A supplementary. 
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irR. STRACHlll{: Could the miilister indicate whether t:•e meeting 

with :1r. Brian ~Iulroney or others, with ~1r. Hickman or others from 

Labrad?r City in which town engineer Tom Keough was finally suspended 

in agreeillent with the minister, to be finally suspended from his 

position and he is now taking the town council to court on the basis 

that Charges have never been laid up to this time and he is 

charging defamatioil of ci1aracter. Could the minister indicate 

whether he did have anything to do with this decision to suspend 

someone in view of the fact that he has just said and just stated 

that no decision has been mad~ concerning investigation and concerning 

charges and no charges have been laid, yet he has assisted IOC to suspend 

a city engineer who is now ~lamed for the situation. 

}JR. i)INN: Hr. Speaker, with respect to my assisting 

IOC or anyone else,I may have acted as a messenger for the Department 

of Justice wlm said that whilst they are investigation allegations 

with respect to the town and ti1e function of the· town and tl1e financial 

administration of the town,that the manager should be dismissed for 

that period of time until the investigation is complete;I may have 

acted as a messenger but outside of that no officila function at all. 

::R. STRACHA.."< : A supplementary, Mr. SpeakEr. 

;.m.. SPEAKER: A final supplementary and then t he hon. gentleman 

for 

MR. STRACHAN: In his position as messenger then, and seeing 

the minister is a messenger rather than a pol~cy maker. could the minister 

indicate whether it is normal to keep someone on the payroll of a 

town council for a year and a half, a year and nine months and then, 

without charges being laid,as a messenger,decide to suspend or layoff that -. i 

member against whom char6es have not been made by the ROlF or by 
.., 

the Department of Justice! What the minister is sayir.g is two 

different things. 

i 
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The raan is now charging 

defamation of character in a court case cor.~ng up this Thursday 

against the to~n council,and the minister has recommeded his 

disuissal yet he has said that he 'is not aware of any charges 

:.avi."l.g '.Jeing laid or if there ,,ill be charges laid. 

::R. SFE.:~YJ:R: The han. ~·inister :runicpal 

Affairs and Housing. 

::r.. J. T)I:~: Absolutely, !•cr. Speaker, I•That 

'>Te have our allegations of I·Trongdoing and the police are 

investigating that. In ~ opinion and in the opinion of the 

Department of Justice,and wisely so,a person is innocent until 

proven guilty 1so he is temporarily out of a job =til he is 

guilty of such allegations as are before us. So ae is innocent. 

Order, please! 

The manager is innocent until 

proven guilty and he is being paid whilst the police investigation 

is going on and if there are charges -

!IT'".. S ... ~TEA.? .. Y: 

·~ • • J,\ .• 

:·J\. J. 'JI?'!:: 

fired on the 1st. of April -

He was fired on the 1st. of April. 

Order, please! 

Hell 1 I was not aware that he lvas 

The han. !(entleman should be aware of it. 

:'!R. J. DI:~;; -but he was,as I understood it 

and if he was fired he was fired he was fired by somebody other 

than I. But as I unders~ood it he was relieved of duty until 

the investigation I•Tas completed. I:" he I·Tas fired and I would 

assume that he was fired for a reason for cause and they 

s[•ould shm.; cause. 

!·::" .. SPEAKEI'.: I have indicated that I IYould 

recognize the han. member for LaFoile next. Before the hon. 

gentleman asks his question ,I would like to 1velcome on behalf 

of ~en. me~bers to the House of Assemoly twenty-four grade 

,; 
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five students from Holy r.ross 

School. in St. Johr.' s accompanied by their teacher,Hr. Slaney. 

I know han. ·members join me in welcoming them. 

Hear, hear! 

~!R. SPfAimP.: The han. member for LaPoile. 

:!R. S. NEARY: Is the han. the Premier coming 

back in ~is seat anymore today, Sir, to answer questions? 

tffi. lTRPTIY: ~o, he c~~ot be here a:l 

·I the time. 

~· !R. S. NEARY: While I am waiting for· the han. 

the Pretrier to come back' T ~.rill put the question to the han. ~<inister 

of ~lines and Energy and if the han. gentleman cannot 2!1SHer it 

then perhaps waybe the anti-Shaheen spokesman can answer it, 

the ltinister of Transportation and Communications. '·lhat about 

the First Arabian Corporation? We are hearing rumours that 

they have made a~proposal to government or to the receivers. 

Have they been in the Province to take a look at the oil refinery? 

Is there any proposal now on the table from the ~irst ~1abian 

Corporation: 

!1R. SPEA'<ER: The han. minister. 

:m.. PEC'K!'0'1.D: To my l:nmded g:e, !'r. Speaker, there 

is no such proposal from the first Ir;\nian Corporation. 

".R. S. ~:E.4.RY: A supplementary, ~·r. Speaker. 

~lR. SPEAKRR: A supplementary. 

!!!'. • S • !TEARY : In other ~~ords ,I can assume from 

~·rhat the han. gentleman <'aid that the government have not prorosed 

the First Arabian Corporation that they would pick up the tab 

for any damages resultinp; from t'leir ta!~ing over tr.e oil refinery 

as a result of the advertisement that appeared in the paper t~e 

other day from the Sh~heen group? 

~q> • SPF." ::EP: ~e ~on. mi~ister. 
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~bsolut~ly not~ "lo.·fr. ~nea.l':er, 

there is no such co~tt~nt ~y govern~ent. 

OFDF.RS OF THE DAY 

On motion that t:1e l:Iouse resolve 

itself into Committee of the 1-ihole, l'r. Speaker left t:1e Chair. 

Order, please! 

Bill ~Io. S,section 33. The 

han. member for Eagle r~ver. 

c :R. I. STRACiW: : : lr. Chairman , ~•e were dis-

cussing I t:1ink on ::l'riday the forfeiture of mineral holding 

should it be so nzcz.ssary and I was asking the mi::J.ister, 

I think, at "that time the situation conce:rnin:<; in particular 

Reid ~1ewfotmdland, and I wonder would the minister respond 

again to the situation there with Reid :lewfoundland. Are there 

negotiations, have they come to fruition, 1lill there be payment 

to Reid clewi!oundland since it is important in t!Jis matter? 

Will there be payment to ~eid Newfoundland for the large tracts 

of land,large parts of this Province which they own by deed? 

Are there going to be payments, negotiations? Anr: if not, . then 

what is there1 Is there any agreements being made with them? 

Has there been any discussion 1rlth them? Have they come to the 

minister-and Ciscussed the situation concerni~g the introduction 

of this bill and the carrying out of this bill,because obviously 

any colilpany such as Reid :lewfoundland 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

with large concessions would obviously be very concerned 

about the introduction of this bill, I am wondering 

exactly the state of affairs or whether we are going to 

have to wait and see what occurs down the road? I wonder 

if the minister could inform us of the exact situation 

with Reid Newfoundland because it is an important matter 

and it may be, of course, a very important matter concerning 

the precedents it may set with other companies down the 

road and the regaining of land which companies hold or 

the encouragement to use land or explore land? And I 

understand full well that he talked here only of mineral 

rights ~that obviously we are talking in the Reid Newfoundland 

situation that we cannot get back under.this bill our water 

rights or our forest rights- but we are talking only of 

mineral rights. But obviously the case is very important 

since it is a precedent in regaining the mineral rights on 

that tract of land, and other bills of a similar nature 

could be brought into play on this situation. 

Are there any negotiations for 

the return of the mineral rights from Reid Newfoundland to 

this Province, and exactly what position are we in vis-a-vis 

this bill? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) The hon. the Minister of Mines 

and Energy. 

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, we have spoken over 

the last several months,as I indicated on last day, on F~iday, 

we have been taking to the Reid people. There has been 

no settlement or no agreement or no undertaking by either 

side, and hence, when this bill comes into force it will 

apply, of course, to the Reid people. Now you do not 

necessarily set a precedent, if, in fact, down the road we 
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MR. PECKFORD: do have an agreement with 

Reid· Newfoundland, because most of th~other larger holders 

of mineral rights have only mineral rights, whereas with 

Reid you are talking about a different situation where they 

have rights to everything including, as they think, the 

wildlife and therefore establish their price accordingly, 

so you do not necessarily set a precedent, albeit it would 

not be the right thing to do. If it is the right thing 

to do in Reid you might have other companies coming in 

looking for similar kinds of circumstances. Dut in the Reid 

case they are not out to explore for minerals. They got 

accidentally almost, or incidentally in any case, back 

decades ago, all the rights to the land, whereas the rest of 

the companies who are applicable under ~his Act ~re eager 

to explore many parts of their holdings. The fact that 

they are not willing to explore it to the extent that we 

would like it is the reason why the bill is in in the first 

instance. So to answer the hon. member's question as 

specifically as I can, there still could be an agreement 

with Reid. I do not know. As of this moment, and I met 

with some of the Reid people only about two weeks ago, there 

is no agreement, and an agreement does not seem that likely 

to me in the short term. But I cannot, of course, eliminate 

that sometime down the road there might be an agreement 

between the Government of Newfoundland and the Reid people 

as it relates to their mineral rights. At this moment 

there is not. And they will have to abide by the terms and 

conditions set down under this new Act. And that is what 

that is right now. And until such time as government is 

able to establish an agreement with Reid, they will have 

to live under the terms and conditions of this Act and pay 

tax accordingly if, in fact, they do not themselves or with 
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MR. PECKFORD: some other company spend 

the sufficient amount of money to cover the amount of 

tax that would normally apply under the Act. But that 

is where it is, and I agree with the han. member that 

they do have some fairly large holdings, and not only 

that, but from a mineral point of view some very 

interesting holdings that many companies would like to 

get involved with. Over the years the Reid Company 

have been involved with companies and individuals as 

it relates to the logs or the pulpwood on some of their 

land, but they have not been all that active as it relates 

to minerals. So perhaps this just might stimulate them 

or spur them or motivate them to enter into some agreements I' 
with some either small mineral companie~ or large ones to 

!, 
I 

do some exploration on some of those Reid lots so we can 

get something going there. But I cannot rule out the 

possibility of an agreement down the road. There is none 

now -no commitment, undertaking on anybody's part and it 

would see~ · some time before there will be any such agreement 

in my view as I read it from my meetings with them. 

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) The hon. the member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: Could the minister indicate 

exactly what his relationship has been with companies? 

The companies have come to the minister on the introduction of 

this bill has been in front of us now for what? Last year 

there was discussion on it 

MR. PECKFORD: Yes, last year, and then I held 

off to give them more opportunity. 

MR. STRACHAN: that is right, give them more 

time because they were coming back, they wanted more 

information, they wanted to discuss it; there may have been 

some 
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MR.. STRACHAN: small changes, there had to be some 

small changes from a point of view of the Department of Justice 

and so on. 

MR. PECKFORD: Right. 

MR. STRACHAN: Could the minister indicate to us, not 

only in the Reid Ne~~foundland situation but other companies but 

well because Reid Newfoundland could quite rightly say that, 

"Here we are with a deed and a title which is legal in the law 

of this Province and here you are with a bill which in essence 

is whittling away our title." There are many other companies 

obviously which can do the same, and of course the reply is, 

'~at we are trying to do in this case here is not to forfeit 

lands; our idea obviously is to stimulate exploration of these 

lands~ And to Reid Ne~~foundland or anyone else there is an 

obvious way out of this .situation and that is to, as you say, 

co-venture systems or joint venture systems with other people 

and to develop the minerals because there are some interesting 

holdings. Could ·the minister indicate to us what the situation 

is vis-a-vis the ather com~anies, ather companies' statements 

and how they regard it because I understand that some of the 

companies are nat too happy with tlus bill. I would venture 

to guess most of the comp~~ies are not too happy with this bill· But 

many of the companies cannot be too happy with this bill, especially 

companies who are sitting on land who have no ongoing exploration. 

So exactly ~•hat is the situation with them? Are we 

in an uncomfortable situation or position with them? Has there been 

any changes made in the last year to the bill because of their 

discussions with the minister and what they forewarded to the 

minister? Exactly what did the situation concern? The forfeiture 

clause of course is the most important clause of all 

}!R. PECKFORD: Right. Right. 

HR. STRACHAN: - in this case here. 
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i1R. PECKFORD: ~1r. Chairman, as t!J.e hon. member has indicated, 

there are companies around who 1vere not very happy with this 

bill when it came in in draft form, when it was sent to them. 

And I guess there are some still around who are not very happy. 

Reid Newfoundland would be one of them. L.H. and E. were never 

very happy, were not happy a couple of months ago, and I do not 

suppose they are happy now, But I did sit down with them again 

when I was in Toronto on business doing with St. Lawrence and I 

took the opportunity to go meet with some of the principles in 

Labrador !1ining and Exploration Company and once again review 

the ·-whole thing with them. And they were very unhappy. There 

is correspondence on file from Brinco back a number of years ago 

where they expressed a fair amount of opposition to it but they 

have not in the last year,for example, The Brinco group have not 

in the last year come forward again and reiterated their points 

or even ongoing negotiations that I have had with Mr. Delaporte, 

as the hon. member knows, and other people ir-- you k.~ow 

Dr. Grimbly and other people in the Brinco organization 

have not even mentioned it. 

So I think for the most part, even the Price 

people, the Brinco people, not so much Labrador mining because they 

have still been fairly negative towards it, but everybody else seems 

to more or less have reluctantly accepted the inevitable, that it is 

going to come and that they can live ~vith it. 

Then my final action before this act was brought 

before the House again this session was to, at the recent mining 

convention here in St. John's, that I once again asked all the mining interests, 

and they -.1ere all present, to before the act was introduced into 

the House this Spring, that I would give them a final opportunity to 

present their vietiTS on it, anybody wanted to further make the arguments 

.. t 
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MR. PECKFORD: that they were making earlier or new 

arguments or whatever, and I had nothing, no negative response 

at all from that meeting. They were all positive. I had 

many, many ccrcpanies come to me asking and requesting and 

really imploring me to ensure that the act ~~as brought in 

in this session, that it was a good piece of legislation overall, 

that it was going to spur exploration. So all I got was positive 

back from it, to go ahead ~nth it, even from the larger 

companies like Noranda, which had no concession agreements and 

would like to get in on some of the Price property and some of 

the Brinco property and they are eager to see some additional 

lands come available because they have a pretty large stake 

in this Province, Noranda does. They spend a lot of money 

here each year in exploration. So if anything it has been 

overall positive by the companies 'vho are directly e~fected, 

except for one or two,and very positive for those who may~be 

effected do~ the road in the sense of getting at new property. 

So overall it ~as been extremely· positive and I was delighted 

to see that most of them now take that attitude. 

I suppose my final comment will simply be, 

it was much easier dealing with the ~lineral Impost Bill and 

having it sold than it has been with the oil and gas regulations, 

and yet they are coming along,too. 

HR. STRACHA."l: One last ooint here; obviously it is under 

this clause here that any future court cases will rest, the 

arg~ent and court cases; does the minister see by bringing in this 

bill that there may be in the future, maybe the near fut~re, 

any court 
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MR. STRACHAN: case resulting out of 

this bill because, obviously, companies that have 

holdings, and large holdings,see this as an assault on 

their holdings, especially the couple that he mentioned 

there, for instance, who may feel this way, that their 

rights have been whittled and for that they are 

receiving no compensation. That is in essence what 

they are asking for, compensation or payment for giving 

up their rights. Of course, that is in section 34, 

the no compensation ruling. 

· MR. PECKFORD : Right. 

MR. STRACHAN: Could the minister indicate 

to us whether he feels that the superality of this bill 

will be maintained and does he envisage court battles 

over this section of forfeiture of lands or mineral 

rights under this section here? 

MR. PECKFORD: From our talks with the 

companies, Mr. Chairman, we do not foresee any court 

cases. I think the only one that is remotely possible 

would be in the Reid case, but we do not foresee it 

anywhere else. In that case we think it is a remote 

possibility that they might attempt court action. We 

are assured by people in the Department of Justice and 

other people in the field that the provisions outlined 

in the act cover any court case that might be brought 

against us by individual companies. But the only one that 

we foresee 1 and it is remotely possible, would be the 

Reid Newfoundland people. The other companies have 

never ever indicated that and to my knowledge will not 

take court action as a result of the act, so we feel 

fairly confident on that score. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for Windsor -

Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, I want to ask 
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MR. FLIGHT: the minister - it may be a 

very simplistic thing to ask, but assuming we have one 

of the multinationals such as price (Nfld.), Brinex, 

Brinco, Asarco who are sitting on holdings in the 

Province and they decide they are quite happy to pay 

the tax as imposed, and in lieu of paying that tax show 

no great desire to explore to the extent that we would 

need exploration to determine whether or not there are 

deposits in the areas, or again, they work and they 

find a deposit, they uncover a deposit the extent of which 

is not necessarily known unless there was massive 

exploration but they decide that they will put off 

further exploration till a later date, that type of thing, 

what will the minister's attitude be? Will he be happy 

or will the government be happy with the fact that they 

are paying the tax and that is it, who cares? Or will at 

some point they say, We are sorry, it is more advantageous 

to us to have those concessions explored? 

MR. PECKFORD: I think our approach would 

be, Mr. Chairman, that in the unlikely event some company 

came upon a fairly large ore deposit which was commercial and 

they were going to try to sit on it or just leave it 

there and pay the tax, I think government would view that 

very dimly, and I am sure that action would be taken to 

ensure that they brought it on. It is very unlikely that 

somebody in the mineral industry, who is out to make money 

on minerals would suddenly reverse itself and say, No, I 

do not want to make money on minerals and I will leave that 

in the ground. 

Now the hon. member no doubt 

is getting at a sort of an international or multinational 

corporation who for some reason that we perhaps cannot 

conceive of right now would want to keep some commercial 

deposit in the ground because of something· else somewhere 

else. In that unlikely event I am sure we would have to 
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MR. PECKFORD: bring in amendments to 

increase the tax or to do something to push that company 

to bring into production what we know to be a commercial 

ore deposit. And I think that is the way you go. I 

do not think you put in anticipatory legislation 

necessarily, because it is an unlikely occurrence in 

any event and an unusual occurrence. But if it did 

occur I am sure this government would not be hesitant 

in taking the kind of action that was needed to make sure 

that that ore deposit got into production, I am positive 

of it, and no doubt any other government. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, just a point 

of clarification. Another event that I can foresee that 

the minister knows of, is particularly in the base metal 

markets. The markets are either worse or as bad as they 

have been for the past thirty years - it.is still possible 

to make money in the mining industry even with the markets 

as bad as they are in the base metals - so what I am saying 

is, if a company right now has uncovered a deposit of 

copper, lead or zinc -

MR. PECKFORD: Right. 

MR. FLIGHT: - they know that it may not 

be to their advantage, and they do not need it in order to 

keep the company going, it may not be to their advantage 

to mine that, to do further exploration work or get into 

cost of development because they know they will make twice 

as much money, or they will anticipate that five years 

or ten years down the road the markets will pick up and 

then they will come in and mine it. But what I am asking 

is what assurances do we have to protect ourselves from 

the position of the companies calling the shots that 

they mine when they want to mine and not when it is 

probably more advantageous to us. 

MR. PECKFORD : The only thing 
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MR. PECKFORD: is that our own department 

monitors the situation and we know of any ore deposits 

that are available. I can say now, Mr. Chairman, to put 

the bon. member's mind at rest, there is no ore deposit 

in Newfoundland discovered known by the government 

that is not in production and is commercial. 

HR. FLIGHT: Say the c,ompanies. 

MR. PECKFORD: No, say the government. 

We know, for example, that the Tulk-Skinner property 

right now, given the grade and given the tonnage,that it 

would lose money. 

MR. FLIGHT: Given the market. 

MR. PECKFORD: Obviously, because of the markets, 

and because of the price of copper. And, you know, our 

marketing of the commodity prices exchange leads us to 

believe, and people in the business lead us to believe 

that it is going to be a while before copper really regains 

any kind of high price like it had in the 1960's for quite 

some time. For example, let us take the uranium deposit 

now in Kitts-Michelin - the market situation, the kind of 

tonnage there - the Kitts property has small tonnage, 

300,000 or 400,000 tons at the most, very high grade -

Michelin, very low grade uranium, but high tonnage. And 

because they are separate and try to mix together it is -

you know, Brinco is still looking at it again and will 

spend a lot of money on it again this year trying to devise 

ways and means of bringing that whole thing onstream to 

be environmentally safe and yet pr~vide jobs and to make a 

few dollars at it. But that is not altogether clear. 

That is the only one right now that is close to being a 

mine, a deposit that anybody knows about. There are no 

others. The tungsten deposit in Grey River is too small. 
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MR. PECKFORD: There is silica down near 

LaScie which is too s~all, there is copper all around 

Green Bay, there is copper in Crescent Lake down near 

Robert's Arm in ~y constituency, there is copper on 

Pilley's Island, all kinds of it, millions and millions 

of tons of it, but it is very low grade, just below 

1 per cent and you just cannot bring it on; you would 

have to tear half a cliff away to get a few tons. But 

I think the only thing I could tell the hon. gentleman 

is that I think the staff in the ~ines branch of the 

Department of Mines and Energy are of a suffi~ient quality 

now and the kind of information that we demand that the 

companies give us through the Mineral Act that we can 

ascertain very quickly whether a deposit is commercial 

For exa~ple, what we did in the Kitts-Michelin 

case is a really good example of it. When we saw that 

thing, as extensive as it was, with the kind of information 

that Brinco had to give us, we did not even take our own 

word for it of just how much the tonnage was; we went out 

and got a consultant and put him to work on it to bring 

in a report just to counteract or compliment or whatever 

the information that our own people in the field, our 

own geologists, said. So we have a real grip on that 

as we do with the Skinner and Tulk properties. 

But I appreciate the fear that 

the hon. member has and recognize that at any time in the 

future that government can identify that a mineral deposit 

is commercial. I think the responsibility lies upon 

government to insist on the companies - in the first instance 

in co-operation with the companies - to get it into production 

right away and if they fail this Rouse is going to have to 

deal with it through legislation. I agree with him. 
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MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) The hon. the member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: My colleague here must therefore 

agree that the one weakness in the bill is that valuable 

small holdings can be sat on for a considerable period of · .. 

time and that someone can play the speculative market, 

they can play the futureSmarket on that valuable small 

holding and obtain,therefore, far more in capital gains 

than they would ever have to pay in an impost bill such 

as this here. That is what I see is the only real problem 

with this bill here, and that is why I was talking the other 

day of some kind of sliding scale or something like this. .• 

Could the minister indicate whether if this does occur 

or there is evidence of people playing the markets, for 

instance, and transferring ownership and selling ownership 

andshares and so on, whether the government would be prepared, 

therefore, to move in, because someone could sit, obviously, 

for ten years and say, Well, the market is economical now 

but it is going to be more economical in ten years time -

who knows what the situation is going to be? - and give the 

government the reasons why they are not developing it, 

Meanwhile they have 14,000 acres which produce $3,000 per 

year in impost tax and they could say, 'We are prepared to 

pay $3,000 a year in order to play the speculative market, 

the futur~market. And I wonder whether the minister can 

indicate to us whether there are any plans at the moment to 

bring into this bill or would it occur, something in this 

nature,which will prevent such a situation occurring, 

because obviously it would be very difficult f . 
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Mr. Strachan: for the minister or the government to dictate 

to a company that it is commerical now, you must move now. Because, 

for instance, in uranium it may be commerical now, but if you wait 

four or five years it may be more commerical, and more VP.lu;;~.!'-J.e. 

One of the things that I am always concerned about in uranium is 

that,as I have seen indicated1 that the uranium may be taken out from 

here and refined in a primary stage in a form of vellow cake. But 

I am concerned about other countries stockpiling Canadian uranium 

because of future energy demands and energy needs for them, when 

it seems to me in many cases such uranium may be better left in the 

ground in this Province, for instance, or for the use of this Province 

whoever needed that kind of situation, either not maybe for energy, 

but certainly for other uses later down the road as technology develops. 

And I think it is a very serious situation because there are two 

contradictory arguments there, one to push for commerical exploration 

and exploitation of the resource which this bill ~s aiming to do, 

and companies can find ways around itj another one is to decide that 

possibly i t is best for us to leave it remaining there rather than allow 

it to be stockpiled j_n many countries, I especially refer to West Germany 

here,who are stockpil1no in vast-quantities of uranium as I understand 

and other countries as well. And the uranium market is quite a 

funny and tricky market. I just finished reading about a uranium 

ship which disappeared by Israel takeover and so on, and the whole 

situation. in Australia. And I am wondering whether the minister 

could indicate specifically how he intends to tackle this situation 

because I see it developing a number of issues. 

For instance, the question might be that with 

energy from the Lower Churchill we may be prepared down the road to 

think of our uranium enrichment plant for this Province - maybe 

there are environmental issues which concern us whi ch we cannot 

get into and sell something in the raw state,that it may be better 

to tell the company to hold on, do not develop it right now. Hold 

on for ten years time or seven years time or five years time because 

we think we can put the energy source together with your mineral, and 

we can therefore develop a seondary industry in this Province. Exactly 
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Mr. Strachan: what is the relationship in this bill here to 

that kind of situation which may occur and I think possibly could 

occur? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy. 

MR. PECKFORD: There are two points there, Mr. Chairman, as 

I see it; one is the business of the small deposits and whether in fact 

we are covering ourselves. As I indicated on Friday and Thursday night 

this bill is designed primarily to deal with large land holdings and · 

to get companies to explore more than they have been because of these 

large concessions that were given back ten or fifteen years ago. and 

which they are going to hold for a long time to come. So our whole 

aim is to get at companies that have large acreage over all periods of 

time, with very minimum expenditures. But you still have your problem 

with your small holding. There is no question about it. It is not 

designed to deal with your small holdings. 

But as I indicated before,tne whole question of 

the small holding is one that is not of prime concern to government here 

right now because we know the situation well enough that we can say with 

a fair amount of confidence that there are no small holdings on which 

there are commerical deposits of ore which are just sitting there 

and being speculated with on the futures Jnarkets. We can make that 

statement knowing it full well to be true. So therefore it does not 

present an immediate problem to us. So we must get at the immediate 

problems immediately and the future problems futurely, so that down 

the road if s~f"eti~e some~ody does and we hear of Reid Newfoundland or some other 

small acreage holder having a commerical deposit, and we will know about 

it, well then we are going to have to deal with that when that time 

comes. I do not think we can anticipate it necessarily. And so 

sometime in the future we might have to grapple with that when that 

time comes, I do not think we can anticipate it necessarily. And 

so sometime in the future we might have to grapple with that it might 

be next year or it might be the year after. But we are grappling with 
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MR. PECKFORD: with the immediate problem co gee more exploration 

dollars into those areas which are not being explored enough because 

• I 
of concession agreements made years ago, and to try to reverse that 

trend and h?pefully this Act will do it. 

Number two, on the uranium side in Labrador 

you have got the other side of the coin . ~s the bon. member says instead 

of pushing to try to get something in operation perhaps it would be 

better to delay because we might be able to,through Lower Churchill · 

power or some other power down the road, used it as uranium enrichment 

plant to be developed in Labrador, to export a finished product rather 

than a part:l,al product ._ . .iust take it out of the ground and ship it off 

somewhere else and have it refined. And that is the chance that you 

always cake whether you go now, develop now as much as you can or 

whether you wait, and you have just got to play your chances~ t"-at is 

all. I mean,you have got to weigh the advantages and disadvantages 

in every particular case. 
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}!R. PECKFORr: In the case of the ur~oium I suppose if 

additional uranium were discovered in Labrador I think the case 

would be better.1ight now there is not enough of uranium discovered . ! 

down there-The only known deposits of uranium of any size are the 

two already mentioned, the Kitts-Michelin deposits. ~ow there is 

a 1~hole belt of ore there but there is no guarantee; we do not know 

if there is any more uranium there or not.If we had the situation like 

they have in Saskatchewan,well then I think you would have a 

better case to make and then1 as my colleague next to me is saying, 

the federal government has a lot to do with how much you can 

store in any case. The Canadian Government's provisions now, 

I forget how much it is 0 You have to have so many million tons 

know in Canada for so many years, a ten or fifteen year supply before 

you are allowed to export. That whole export business of uranium in 

Canada is another matter-But if we had the kind of reserves that 

they are talking about in Saskatchevan~I think ~e would be in a 

I 
j 
" 

much better position to wai~ for a couple of years and make sure 

we had an uranium enrichment plant. I suppose somebody could look 

back at us ten years from now and,let us say,that the Kitts-Michelin 

thing gets off the ground in the next year and a half or two years 
.. 

and say, You should have waited for ten years and then you IV'O\!-ld ho:~ve 

been in position;• you know, but hindsight is a wonderful thing I guess. 

But at the present moment I think we are 

still trying to debate in our minds. There have been no final decisions 

on whether to let Kitts-l1ichelin go ahead or not because Brinco have 

not made a decision either and have not come to us for sure knowing 

WLlether they want to go ahead or not. They are lookiug at doing Jtit~s 

alone, they are looking at doing Kitts ami :•I.icnelin, they are looking 

at doing }I.ichelin, they are looking for =rkets in the United Sta>:es · 

as well as in Canada. If t~~y could get the kind of situation that 

Dennison got,as I said the other night,no doubt they would do it because 

all you have iu .K.itts-i·Iichelin rignt n01~ is a five or six year mine, that 



~lay 3,1973 Tape No. 1922 AH- 2 

tCR PECKFOPJ): is all you have, You have not even got an r.ormal 

life of a mine which is about ten years. Eigi1t to ten years is the 

normal life of any mine really, but in this case you J 
are tali~ing five years and away she goes and that is all of it, So we 

- ; 

are examinL<g that uranium thing very carefully. I note that the 

hon. ;:,.ember mentioned West Germany is stockpiling uranium. Y:es, thev 

are. As a matter of fact,the situation got so serious over there 

that they went to Russia and got some uranium from Russia,which was 

not very nice of the West Germans to do. Here they. are in NATO and · 
· ~ 

all the rest of it and they were forced to go to Ru5sia to get 

some uranium because Canada had put the freeze on last I-I inter, 

Australia was not producing enough to supply their needs,a~d they 

were not able to get it from anywhere else and they were in a real 

bad way. They still are. I remember having a meeting in this building 

about a year and a half ago with some people from West Germany,part of 

The European Economic Community ,and when I brought up the Canadian 

uranium exports they almost jumped right out of their seat and became 

very, very mad; they lost their cool and were no longer diplomats 

on behalf of EEC~but were shouting and bawling about how bad the 

Canadian government was~and whether we as one ProvL•ce could 

do something for them to change their minds. They were very sensitive 

on that whole uranium thing. 

}fR. FLIGliT: 11r. Chairman. 

HR. CHAIRHAN: Hen. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, ju~t a simple point of clarification 

here. I would like to ask the minister about the rights of companies-

again I am thin!~g about the bigger ones, the multinationals. He 

seems to understand very clearly the position between,for instancc,using 

the IU>ARCfJ - Price (Nfld.) agreement, he seems to -be very clear but it 

is a complicated affair. The general public at large in the ~ediate 

sense do not understand it. There is no question about it,there 

is a co- tenancY.· arrangement in effect in the immediate Buchans area. 
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:·IR. ~LIGHT: ASARCO has got concessions in ;.;ewfoundlanci 

where there is no co-; tenancy arrangement with Price (Nflcl.), it is 

solely ,\SARCO, right? . l 

HR. PECKFORD: Tuere is still some left.Yes. 

llR. FLIGHT: llow what is the government 1 s position[ 

I am not sure that this bill addresses itself to it or necessarily 

would, but in as far as trading, transferring or selling rights, 

concessions,does the Province have a right to veto or does the Province 

retain the right to authorize such transfers of concessions, trading 

of concessions ~y trading off one block of land for another or what 

;,ave you? \Vbat is the Province 1 s position in the transferring of 

concessions from one company to another or one individual to another? 

~:iR. PECKFORD: I do not know, ~~. Chairman, I honestly do not 

bow whether the concession agreement does include in it provision-

somebody in the House might know; I do not know if anybody here 

knows-:vhether there is a provision in most of the concession agreements 

which allows for if they ~~~e going to transfer it they cannot do 

it and it must come oack to the Crown. It would seem to me, · off the 

top of my head ,it lo.'ould co1:1c back to ~he Crowr;, T:1e Crown t.-ould have 

somet:1ing to say about it before t :1ey could do ~i1at because i: is a 

couces>lion between the Crown and the company concerned and surely there 

was some clause in the agr~ement which allowed that if they we~e to 

transfer all those rights, concession rights to somebody else that the 

other party would have something to say in it. I am only speakh<g 

from-

. ' 

l 
I 

1 
'~ 



Hay 8, 1978 Tape No. 1923 :-1:1 - 1 

MR. DOODY: TheTP ~re really no two ali~e. 

They are all different. 

~. PECKFORD: No,I know they are all different. 

There was no" such thing as_ a policy for signing concession agreements; 

it was done individually so that each one you l·muld have to go 

through, so I do not know if it is there or not. But I can 

undertake to find out for the han. member you know. 

MR. FLIGHT: I just point out to the minister that 

if :here is not, and if transferring of concessions is legal 

Without the appro~al OT without the awareness of government, 

you could have a situation where Asarco~for argument sake, 

could pay their impost next year and Price say to Asarco 

at some point during the year say, "Look, here is a chunk of 

land included in the inpost you paid," because they are not paying 

on an acreage basis, they are simply paying a tax based on their 

holdings. So these holdings can be decreased or increased without 

changing the tax they pay. So I could understand an outfit like 

Asarco and Price, 'mo have already got a co-tenancy arrangement, 

that they could be trading concessions back and forth at 

considerable savings to either one of the companies. 

MR.. PECKFORD: I think we know if any land changes 

MR.. STRACHAN: Under section 36 and 37, where it deals 

with third party interest because it discusses this quite specifically, 

and 36 and 37, "The effect of third party payments," and I was 

also concerned. l1aybe we could leave that and get through with 

this section and get to it when we come to section 36 and 37, 

clause 33 eh? 

On motion clause 33 through clause 35 

without amendment, carried. 

MR. CHAIR.'1A.N: The han, member for Eagle River. 

~- STRACHA.."T: I missed number 34 but I can probably discuss 

it in here. The fact that no compensation is payable to any person when 

i 

··I ,, 
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MR. STR.<\CHAN: they forfeit the right. Let us get on to 36 for 

the third party right to pay tax,and this is of course the point 

brought ·up by my colleague from Windsor-Buchans 1 and 37 of course 

is where it will affect third party payment. And this is what 

bothers me is that in essence somebody can pay the tax t<hich is 

mved on a mineral holding. 

MR. PECKFORD: Yes, that is specific though as it relates 

to mortgages and mechar.ic 1 s lien, is it not? 

"''R. STRACHAN : Yes, that is right. Hy argument is basically this 

that it may not be desirable for government to allow someone to pay a 

tax on a property and therefore obtain a mortgage or some holdings or 

whatever it is trlthout it first reverting to Crown and Crown deciding 

whether the new parties concerned,for instance,are obviously people 

they t·Tish to have that right to the mineral right. For instanc£,I 

could think that in some cases there may be an arg?Ment between 

Commodore and Brinex on related properties and so on for instance 

where Commodore might be interested very much ~~d paying taxes and 

Brinex were not going to pay the taxes on large holdings. And it 

may be that the whole situation is complicated here. 

Could the minister tell us exactly what happens when -

~iR. )TEA.. ttY : Commodore has a map,by the •.-Tay,showing that the vein 

does run through one of the Brinex companies. 

HR. PECKFORD: Well, I wish they would show it to us. 

They dij show it to the minister. I checked it out 

the other day after the minister gave us the information in the House. 

:1&.. PECKFORD: No, they have not. 

c·:R. NEARY : They have shown it to the minister -

HR. PECKFORD: That is another one of your scurrilous information 

bits that has no foundation in fact, I am afraid. 

MR. NEARY: It does have foundation in fact. The president of 

Commodore told me himself. 

HR. PECKFORD: That is why I said it did not have any foundation 

in fact. 

--. 

; 

I 
1 
:f 
,; 
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HR. STRA.CHJ..N: Could the minister then indicate to us what is going 

to happen in this case? Is the land going to revert back to the Crown? 

HR. NEARY: There is no heresay on this side. It is all facts. 

}1R. STRACHA.J.~ : I think it is a very important -

MR. HUP.PHY: It is tough enough for me to follow one but to try to 

get t>·m. 

MR. F. ROWE: You were right the first time. 

MR. STRACHAN: The hen. member had been right the first time,you know. 

But anyway the point is that could the minister tell us exactly,because 

that is very important as to whether that land, the mineral rights 

revert to the Crown and the Crown then pass them on to whoever wishes 

it,or can by the payment of this tax a third party obtain that without 

the expressed permission of the Crown just by paying the taxes owed 

an any particular year or before the forfeiture clause comes into place. 

Obviously if the forfeiture clause comes into pla~e then it will revert 

back to the Crown. 

~- PECK..."'RD: Yes. Right. There is no problem there. 

~. STRACHAN: But in this case here where the third party is prepared 

to pay the tax,there could be situations which become very, very 

difficult because in many cases one never knows who pays the tax for 

whom or who is paying the tax or who is getting it. My main concern 

is whether the land really reverts, the mineral rights revert to the 

Crown. 

~-- PECKFORD: Obviously, Hr. Chairman, 

I 

t , 

., 

,~ . 
' 
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~-'J'... PECKFORD: it does not he~e under this 

sectiot;. All it does - it is sort of a legalistic kind 

of situation,! mean I do not think it really auo.lresse:; itself to 

what the han. member is talking ibout.If sornebody,any 

person who is a mortagee in respect of the hold or any 

part of mineral holding or is tl1e _ p!Jld_er of a registered 

ll"2chanics lien or".(c) has a ri!<ht . to obtain any kind of 

an interest in a mineral holding"recause it was part of the 

agreement;'or is a mortagee.execution crerlitor or mechanics' 

lien holder _ i~ respect of all or any part of the estate of the 

taxpayer"tmless Lf it was not forfeited,in this case 

it is not forfeited,the company still has it and the company 

for some reason or another did not do what it 1vas supposed 

to do and therefore there is a mortagee outstanding there or 

there is a mechanics lien or somebody had a right in any 

case, well then the. normal process - we would know who is 

paying it and they have the right to pay it.They have the 

right to pay the tax if they are not exploring on the land 

to the degree that the go¥ernment wants. Eut it is more 

exceptions to the rule rather than the rule !1ere which 

are identified 'lnd it does not necessarily mean that sotn.e-

body else Hould get the land and tve would not know who 

it was and then they would not be doing Hhat they tvere 

supposed to be doing on it. I ~ean it is fairly specif~c here 

on wl~om it refers to so I do not really see the problem 

that the hon. member sees there. It is theoretically possible, 

but tV'hen you 16ok at the provisions of the act itself under 

thirty-six I no not see any real problem there. There is no 

forfeiture obviously because if there Has then there would not 

be any need of this section. It is ~ere the company still 

has otmership or had ownership .. and because there ,,,as a 

mortagee or because there was a mechanics lien or because 

nu - 1 
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·r 
!·'T.. PECKFOP-" : somebody else had some other rights, 

part or Hhole,then they will be forced to pay that tax on behalf 

of the C:Ot!!pany to ~.mom they have some interest on that land. And 

so we will- in other words,He are safe-guarding or ensuring 

that •·re are going tc get paid that tax or that amount of money 

is to be spent for those particular groups of people. 
... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall Clause 36 carry? I 

i' 
On motion Clause 36 carried. 

On motion Clauses 37 through to 45 carried. 

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman, Clause 46. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: This Clause here to make regulations under this 

Act, or -

MR. PECKFORD: That is right. 

MR. StRACHAN: Amendments and so on. 

MR. PECKFORD: That is right. Which have to be tabled in the 

House th~~ after they are approved by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. 

MR. STRACHAN: Yes. Could the minister then wlien- :le- is 

. finally wrapping up indicat<': to us there are certain things 

here which obviously down the road would have to be brought out of . play, and 

~e will look,for auite soon I would imagine in some cases the argument 

of new regulations or extra regulations or amendments to this Bill, because 

there are some specific questions in mind. 

MR. PECKFORD: On the regulations,they would just cover the 

points mentioned under (46) fixing the duties of the assessor and other 

officers in specific terms and persons appointed governing the form 

of returns to be made under this Act, because if you will remember 

back in the first early sections of the Act, you know, the forms that 

were going to be done were given in a general way , prescribing facts 

and information to be contained in the returns. That would all come 

under the regulations, Respecting expenditures, explora~ion work, 

and pre-production development that may be approved by the Minister of 
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Mr. Peckford: Mines and Energy. If you remember, it was up to 

the Minister of Mines and Energy and then we would have to make 

regulations, the department would, and have them approved by the 

Lieutenant-Governor in Council as related what we would consider 

to be used to go against the paying of the tax In other words , 

for example, in the Brinex case now, in Kitts-Michelin, if they 

went and said they were going to have a mine here and the government 

agreed and all the rest and they went down the road to do it,then 

they start spending additional money on not exploration work necessarily 

but pre-production, how much of their pre-production expenses would 

we consider to be justified to go against the amount of tax they 

would have to pay on all their lands, you see? So I think that would 

have to be defined. - k'·rescr1oing the rate of interest on taxes, any 

arrears thereof, prescribing the manner and time in which the impost 

levied is to be paid, prescribing- so we will have, no doubt, regualtions. 

I have not seen them yet, but no doubt we would have regulations within 

a month or so after the passing of this Act to ensure that these 

specifics were covered because the companies are going to be asking 

right awav for the specifics so that they can get it to their lawyers 

and get it to their accountants in order to get the forms done out. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The han. the member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman, I am finished the bill except for 

one small point, if I could have leave ot t:he Connnit:tee to go back to i:: 

a little bit. 

MR. PECKFORD : Okay. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is agreed. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

.j 

I 

I, 
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MR. STRACHAN: The question basically that 

I am' asking is, Could a company such as Reid Newfoundland -

and it was under the section I missed there when the 

Chairman went through it, (36) and (37), and no 

compensation - could any companies feel, and rightfully 

so, I would think, that any negotiations that they may 

have to sell land was being slowed down by government? 

Because obviously in slowing down any negotiations to 

sell land back to the Crown, for instance, or rights back 

to the Crown, inadvertently slowing it down, you would be 

whittling away the amount of money that they are claiming 

for it. For instance, if they are asking for $6 million 

and they are owed $2 million in taxes every year, the 

Crown by right could say, Well we will sit here for three 

years and argue with you and finally when we have argued 

with you, under this condition here there is no compensation 

whatsoever, in which case then we are all balanced and equal 

we will take your rights by forfeiture and you get no 

payment at all for your rights. You know, there is a 

situation there, right? And I would think that right now 

there is a situation in which they would say, 'Right now 

we are liable for taxes under this bill -

MR. PECKFORD: Yes. 

MR. STRACHAN: 'Can we come to an agreement? 

And we want such and such a figure - $6 million or $8 million, 

whatever it is,' and government offers them $1 million or 

much, much lower than what is necessary and needed or the~ 

require, and by government slowing down the process and 

dragging out negotiations they are incurring, of course, 

the debts under this bill until, in essence, for large 

holdings everything could be square, or in fact, they could 

even carry on to where they would have to pay us. So what 

t : 

r. 

l 

,j 
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HR. STRACHAN: 

is the situation then under this no compensation clause? 

MR. PECKFORD: That would be two separate issues. I 

do not see them the same. I mean if they built up a 

debt, well of course there are offences and penalties under 

the act they would have to pay if they did to start with, 

leaving number two. We would claim that they would have 

to pay the taxes for that length of time one and two, 

then negotiate any price for the mineral rights as separate 

from it. I mean you would not necessarily build it up 

or I would not consider that to be payment for the land. 

I would think that would be separate. Any taxes that 

Reid Newfoundland incur over the next couple of years 

they will have to pay it, otherwise we would issue the 

penalties or they would forfeit the land. So I do 

not see the hon. member's point as it reiates to this. 

MR. STRACHAN: My point simply is that the Crown by 

stating that we could come to an agreement with you 

tomorrow to pay you for your rights and your mineral 

rights for instance, $2 million, but we do not 

want to pay you. We do not want to get into that kind 

of a situation, set precedents for that kind of thing. 

We do not think it is necessary or need to . Therefore 

by delaying tactics the Crown could,and the companies 

obviously are frightened of this,! would think, the 

Crown could therefore delay the final negotiations or 

negotiations for sale. So that the amount of taxes owed 

by Reid Newfoundland could equal the sale price for the 

mineral rights and be transferred back to the Crown. 

MR. PECKFORD : So? 

MR. STRACHAN : So they get nothing for the sale of the 

mineral rights. Sure they get the $2 million which they 

now owe in taxes. You understand? 

MR. PECKFORD: Yes 1 but -

·' 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

So the Crown has the right by delaying negotiations, I 

would see it, in fact if I was wanting to be unfair to 

Reid Newfoundland right now,I would obviously if I wanted 

to be unfair I would obviously say to Reid Newfoundland, 

well we will talk about it tomorrow and we will talk about 

it in the next six months and we will talk about it next 

year or two years from now and we are still trying to 

negotiate a final price for their mineral rights,let us 

say, as separate from the rest of it. Then when you 

finally come to an agreement on price you say well now 

that is fine, now you owe us this in taxes so we are 
L 

square. You get nothing. But the Crown by delaying -

surely that is not wrong. I mean surely if I go for taxes 

on the one hand to the Crown and they are trying to 

negotiate a price to sell the land which is what they 

are doing now to the Crown -

MR. FLIGHT: They allow the tax to build up 

equal to what the -

MR. STRACHAN: Sure. They allow the tax to build up 

equal to it and then wipe them out by delaying tactics, 

you know. r. 
MR. PECKFORD: I do not see that as being a realistic 

alternative from our point of view. I mean,they would 

have to pay the taxes. I mean they just would not 

build them up. They would be penalized under the act 

in any case. So if they were saying they were going 

to pay us $2 million and we did not want to ac~ept it, 

well then down the road that value would go up no doubt 

before we would agree and there might be $6 million plus 

the taxes that they owe. . ! 
~ 

MR. STRACHAN: That is right. 

MR. PECKFORD: Exactly. But the only thing that 

would change would be the value that we wanted to place 

on their mineral rights because their taxes would have 
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HR. PECK FORD : 

to be paid or otherwise they would lose the land in any 

case under t he act. 

MRS. MciSAAC: If the taxes were not paid they 

would? 

M~ . PECKFORD: Yes. 

~fR. STRACHAN: 
· .. 

I do not know if t~e minister is 

aware of t his, possibly different wave lengths or 
:: , .. 

something. 
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MR. PECKFORD: I know. I know what the han. member is saying -
MR. STRACHAN: You know th" r>oint T mn at? 

MR. PECKFORD: I do not feel that -

MR. STRACHAN: !"am -saying that the Crown could by delaying 

tactics in any situation 

MR. PECKFORD: Sure! Sure! 

MR. STRACHAN: - Cause taxes to increase so as to wipe out any 

monies due that company in right of their sale to the Crown or whatever 

else it did. 

MR. PECKFORD: Right! Right! 

MR. STRACHAN: And that is what I would regard right now 

as Reid Newfoundland's position, and I would imagine Reid Newfoundland's 

worry at the moment would be that if tnis is this proclaimed law 

tomorrow then they are immediately liable to the payment of impost 

tax. 

MR. PECKFORD: Right. 

MR. STRACHAN: And they will have to pay it every year. 

Whether we pay it every year or pay it in two years time after they 

negotiate a deal with the sale back,it is immaterial, Well~pay it every 

year. 

MR. PECKFORD: Yes. Exactly. This Act is not subject to 

any a~reement we sign with Reid Newfoundland. This is an Act, 

rull Sl:Op. 

MR. STRACHAN: That is right. So they pay it. 

The point is what I am saying is that it makes 

no difference how Reid Newfoundland pay their taxes; every year, 

which they will probably have to under this thing, the government 

by slowing down and by delaying and by negotiating with them, and 

keeping negotiating with them can wipe out their sale price. 

MR. PECKFORD : Yes. Sure we can. 

MR.. STRACHAN: And I am wondering if there is any protection 

for companies under that kind of thing that if they have entered 

serious negotitions, the clause there of no compensation means that 

it makes no difference. 

-~ ~ . 
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MR. PECKFORD: Right. Under this Act it makes no difference. 

MR. STRACHAN: I wonder whether there is leave 

to allow difference in taxes will cease, or will there be a situation 

in dragging out negotiations? 

MR. PECKFORD: Yes,until such time as we are into a position 

to culminate or settle an arrangement with Reid Newfoundland or 

somebody else this stays in effect as it is. Then if under 

negotiations agreement is reached with Reid which is in some way 

different from or subtracts from or adds to this,well then you 

would either have to have an amendment to this bill or a separate 

bill in which it would say that this one no longer applies or something 

similar, you know, but until that time comes, you know, government has 

that I suppose that kind of advantage if the hon. member wants to 

look at it that way. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. STRACHAN: Could not the minister agree that it is taken 

away from Reid Newfoundland that it would possibly be an advantage 

to the Crown which is built into this bill 

MR. PECKFORD: Yes, I said that. 

MR. STRACHAN: - an unfair advantage, for instance, in the 

case of Commodore,or mayoe there is little tiffs between the government 

and Commodore at the moment or anybody for that matter - it does not 

interest me, I am just using that as an example-that a govermnent 

could force them to give up their land, and this would be unfair to me , 

unfair government pressure on holders of mineral rights in order 

to allow other people to take over or whatever way we want to work it. 

To me there is some argument here in that no compensation, I know that 

that worries us. 

SOME HON:MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

A bill, "An Act To Authorize An Impost Upon Certain 

Mineral Holdings In The Province." (Bill No. 5). 

That the Committee report having passed the bill 

with amendment, carried. 

On motion, that the Committee rise, report progress 

and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair, 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman of Committees. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole 

has considered the matters to them referred and have 

directed . me to report having passed bill no. 5 with 

amendment and ask leave to sit again. 

On·motion report received 

and adopted, amendments read a first and second time, 

Committee ordered to sit again presently by leave. 

HR. RICKMAN: Order 5, bill no. 12. 

Motion second reading of 
l 

a bill, "An Act To Repeal The Government - Pyramid 

Mobile Homes (1959) Limited (Confirmation Of Agreement) 

Act." (Bill No. 12) 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. W. ROliiE: I moved the adjournment of the debate, ~ :; 
i 

Sir, the other evening. I would like to say a few 

brief words on this bill, Mr. Speaker, because this 

bill is important not for . what it necessarily does itself 

although that is important enough but what it symbolizes 

in this Province. This act repeals the Government-Pyramid 

Mobile Homes (1959) Limited (Confirmation of Agreement) 

Act, 1974 and extinguishes any right, title or privilege 

in relation to that act of Pyramid Mobile Homes (1959) 

Limited or its successors in title. It wipes out, Sir, 

the right, title and interest of Pyramid Mobile Homes 

which were granted by this hon. House in 1974 a couple 

of years after this administration came to power. .._ , 

I listened with interest to 

the member for Placentia (Mr. Patterson) the other day 

giving the reasons for it, for the necessity of now taking 

back,extinguishing, doing away with all the rights and 

titles so far as this House is able to do so of that 

company. It is just another sad chapter, Sir, in the general 
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MR. W. ROWE: 

economic history of the past six years. Because, as 

I said, this bill and when it is passed into law, this 

act, represents,symbolizes what has been going on in 

this Province since 1972. 

My han. colleague, the 

member for LaPoile district (Mr. Neary) mentioned some 

examples the other night which are similar to this 

particular bill and which are related to the general 

topic being discussed as a result of being so similar, 

Sir, to that particular bill. We are talking about 

shutdowns. We are talking about extinguishment of 

economic interests. We are talking about companies and 

individuals who have not been able to carry on in business 

or never got off the ground or were stillborn or were 

shutdown or closed down during the tenure of this present 

government. Come By Chance Oil Refinery closed down 

under the tenure of this ~articular government. Labrador 

Linerboard mill in Stephenville shut down, Mr. Speaker, 

by this government. The woods operation related to 

that in Goose Bay-Happy Valley shut down under the tenure 

of office of this particular government. The Hawkes Bay 

W6ods operation, the St. Lawrence mines, Mr. Speaker, 

shutdown under the aegis, under the stewardship of this 

present administration. The Steel Mill in Donovans, 

an effort to get a stell mill going there, Sir, and 

employ a number of scores of people in that particular 

industry shut down under the operations , under the 

stewardship of this present administration. This car 

wreck company, whatever the name of that was, set up 

by this government, Affiliated Metal, set up with the 

best wishes of this government and subsequently, post-

haste closed down under the stewardship of this government. 

-.I 
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~1R. W. ROWE : 

The Blow Me Down Fish Meal ~lant in Curling shut down, 

closed down under the operations of this government. 

Sawmill closures, Sir, all over the Province. O-perations 

MR. FLIGHT: Daily . 

MR. W. ROWE: Daily, my bon. colleague from Windsor-

Buchans (Mr. Flight) says and reluctantly I am forced 

to agree with him. Daily we see that kind of an operation, 

often helped by the government, for some reason or other 

left in the lurch, not encouraged enough 
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MR. 111.N. ROWE: or because of the general economic decline fostered 

by the negligence and incompetence of this present administration 

allowed -to go out of business. Pelcon, Sir, apparently gone into 

receivership. A great article h~re in Atlantic Advocate on that 

company, an effort to get into small electronic components, undenvater 

electric connectors,as I understand it. In the Atlantic Advocate the 

:'-'.ay edition of 1978 - Newfoundland Investment keeps ne~-1 industry in 

Canada. A big write-up on what a tremendous effort that is. And I 

~rould say, Sir, that judging from the people who were involved in that 

that they did make a masterful effort to keep that going. But again 

closed down or allowed to close down under the operations, under the 

tenure of office of this government. 

The Buchans ~e, Mr. Speaker, symbolized again by 

this bill, "An Act to Repeal The Government - Pyramid Mobile Homes 

Limited (Confirmation of Agreement) Act," the Buchans mine we see 

looming in the distance~and not too far in the distance either,as 

another example of a close down, a shut down with no efforts made by 

this government whatsoever to turn it around in any way,to help 

economically the people involved by the establishment or re-establishment 

of other industry. The list, Sir, reads like - The ancient E~jptians 

had a Book of the Dead, Mr. Speaker, where they used to inscribe all the 

names of. Pharoahs 1and notables who died over the eons, over the years, 

over the centuries, over t1le milenni
1

a , a Book of the Dead. We should, 

Sir, somebody suggested to me there the other day1 we should put do~vn 

in the Confederat'ion Building lobby the Newfoundland and Labrador Book 

o·f the Dead so that anybody who comes into this seat of government, 

t;1e seat of the Parlial!lent of this Province,can go over and commiserat;e 

with or otherwise extend consolation of some sort to this government 

because of all the bereavements they have suffered in the industrial 

development over th~ past five or six years. 

~'R. NEARY: In memoriam .it should read. 

!1R. W .N. ROl;'E: In memoria~ ,it should read. 

ofR. F. ROWE: We should add the government to that list now. 
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MR. lv .N. ROWE: The government \dll be the biggest shutdown of >t1 1 • 

AN RON. MID-IBER: The gover=ent wi 11 be the last shutdown. 

MR. W .N. ROWE: Yes, but that time is fast approaching as well. 

Interfish, canning herring a.'1d shipping it to Non,;ay 1as I understand 

it, Sir, shut do~m under the ausnicies of this government. RKO Industry 

ma.~ing electrical compotents in Stephenville, born, struggled briefly, 

killed 1mder the -a~spicies of this government. Hartime Bedding in 

Stephenville, Sea Mining in Port au Port, no action there - shut dm·m, 

Pack Atlantic Stephenville Fish Processing, exactly the same thing 

again, Sir. As a matter of fact, Sir, the number of industries which 

were either closed down or never got off the ground in the Stephenville 

area since the advent of this gover=ent in 1972 fills just about 

eight pages, double snaced type written pages, ~r. Speaker. Alcan 

Alumium Wire and Cable Manufacturing,inactive since 1972. Bison 

Brewer Company closed down. Dunphy's Fisheries t~ere in the Harmon 

Complex closed down. Interfish Limited,I mentioned that. Pack Atlantic 

Limited closed in 1974. Labrador Linerboard,I have mentioned. Maritime 

Bedding and Upholstery I have mentioned. Northland Forest Products 

closed in 1975. Newfoundland Forest Products closed in 1972. 

ilewfoundland Iron Works, I believe,according to the note here, I do 

not know lvhat became of it. It seems to have been closed out or is 

in the process of closing out. Norse Net Limited, fishing nets and 

gear, closed in 1974. RKO Industries I have mentioned closed in 1973. 

Aviation Services,which is a~operational and service type industries 

we are into now_ closed in 1974. Book World closed in 1974. Harvey 

and Company Limited had an operation out there in the Harmon Complex 

closed since 1972. Stephenville Bakery closed in 1972. Prime Building 

Trades Limited closed in 1974. Connors Brothers closed in 1974. 

B.L. Clarke Limited, D and~-. Ybtors, Down Air Limited closed in 1975. 

. ~ 
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MR. W.N.ROWE: Mr. Speaker, Mini Meat and 

Fish Market closed 1974; Power Plumbing and Heating 

closed 1974; Prime Building Trades closed 1974; Quality 

Bakery closed 1972; The Spinning Wheel closed 1975; 

Sullivan's Mechanical and Electrical closed 1975; 

Stephenville Electronics closed; TPL Limited closed .1975. 

The Newfoundland and 

Labrador Book of the Dead, Sir, symbolized by this bill,. 

"An Act To Repeal The Pyramid Mobile Homes And Government 

Agreement Act, 1974." All this does, Sir, is symbolizes 

the number of industries which have closed their doors 

under the tender ministrations of this government on the 

other side of the House. 

Now, Sir, surely Your Honour 

may say to yourself, Surely there must be another side to 

this balance sheet, it cannot be all death and dying 

economically in the Province? Surely since this government 

carne into power there must be something to symbolize, 

something which is opposite to this act which symbolizes 

the economic death of scores and scores of industries 

since 1972? There must be something on the credit side of 

the ledger. 

Well, Sir, aside from, as 

I have mentioned earlier, the possibility of the zinc 

operation there in Daniel's Harbour which, of course, was 

well underway, or the viability was well proven before 

this hon. government ever carne into office, aside from 

that, Sir, I defy any member of this House,on either side 

of this han. House to indicate one industry of any kind 

which this government has been successful in either 

attracting, or developing, or fostering, or keeping going 

for a substantial period of time, not one, Sir, in six years. 

Not one single industry. Instead, Sir, the balance sheet 

is somewhat lopsided and, as I say, symbolized by this 

bill here which gives, I suppose, the - what would you call 

. I 
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MR. W.N.ROWE: it? - the Extreme Unction 

to the Pyramid Mobile Homes or even beyond that. It is 

the last rites, it is the actual burial of that 

particular industry. And not one, Sir, we cannot come 

up with one that symbolizes some degree of success in 

the industrial policy of this government. 

Not only has there been 

deaths and dying economically and industrially, Mr. 

Speaker, but there have also been a number of still-

births, I supppose you might call them. They never were 

born although they were ballyhooed about by this government, 

particularly when it came to electioneering and election 

times 1 a number, Sir, we all remember. One non-start, 

one stillbirth 1 the second oil refinery down in Come by 

Chance was an absolute certainty if you listened to the 

Premier of this Province and his colleagues in the days 

and weeks leading up to the 1975 general election, An 

absolute certainty the second oilrefinery! And, I suppose, 

it was not a month later or two months later before not 

only did we not have a second refinery ,but the first one 

had gone up the spout as well. 

The petrochemical complex 

which was again ballyhooed at the appropriate times, when 

this particular government was looking for votes and 

support from people, Sir, the petrochemical complex would 

rear its head once more. The tunnel across the Straits 

of Belle Isle, the development of the Lower Churchill: 

Again, at the appropriate election time reared its head 

and was pushed and fostered by the government and $100 

million of public money down the drain in an effort to 

win back a few scraps of power as the government of this 

Province once more. 

The Lower Churchill; something 

else, Sir, which was a stillbirth, which died aborning, 

which never saw the light of day, which you can also put 
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MR. W. N.ROWE: in the Newfoundland and 

tabrad.cn- economic or industrial Book of the Dead. 

Well, Sir, if you want to 

get into the laughable monstrosities then you can come 

up with hundreds of examples from the Twillingate by-

election , or from the Bonavista North byelection,or the 

Exploits byelection,or the Ferryland byelection, the 

things that were from blueberry pie factories, Sir, to 

heavens knows what -

· .. 
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:.rn.. W. ROw£:: herring i;.arr.ol factories, you name it, Sir, :i1ese 

were promised during these appropriate occasions f or making political 

promises. They did not die aborning, Sir, there were not stillborn, 

they were never conceived,those particular examples of industrial 

failure. So, Sir, it is a shaiileful record which 11e see exemplified 

and symbolized by this bill, Bill No. 12,here today. 

We should all go do~m to the lobby of ti1e 

Confederation Building, Sir, and open up a book, it would be a book 

1vi th several hundred pages in it, with ten or twelve names on every 

page,and we could put on that book the number of industries which 

this government either promised and did not produce,or l-!hich promised 

and ma~e a half-hearted effort in producing,which were stillborn,or 

industries which this government presided over the close down, or 

the destruction of,or the negligent mismanagement and the incompetent 

operation of to the extent that they never did or they went out of 

existance with extreme economic consequences to workers and 

unemployed people in this Province. 

And if the government, Sir, can come up 

with a book of industrial life as well to put by the side of it 

down in the lobby of the Confederation Building,I would be the first 

one to admire it and to praise it to the people of this Province. 

3ut, Sir, it would be the shortest book in the history of the world, 

it would be a book like the one you buy- when you go to a ~ookstore 

sometimes you will see a book with a title on it and you open it up 

and the pages are all blank. I forget what ti1ey call it now, there is 

some name on it -

sm1E UON. HEHBERS: Oh, oh! 

AN >:iON. l!E~!BER: Oh1 no! 

!1R. W. ROlffi: The Liberal Party contributions perhaps 
' 

I would agree. 

Al.'i! HON. }fE1·13ER: The Nothing Book. 

HR. H. ROiffi: The Nothing Book. That is right. The 

Nothing Book, Sir, that is what they should put down there. 

- . . 

., 
i' 



l:lay 8,1978 Tape No. 1930 AH-2 

1-lR.W.ROloiE: That is what they should put dmm there. On the 

one side the Ne,'lfoundland and Labrador Industrial Book of the Dead; 

that would be bulging, Sir, bulging with pages , there would be 

names in fine print, it would look like flies or mosquitos were 

squashed by the million~ in it, Sir, if you would look in it and 

see the names of companies and industries which were forced or 

allowed to close down or never got off the ground in this Province. 

And right by its side would be the i::ook of economic life and industrial 

life in this Province, the Nothing Book,which you could open up, 

Sir, and find in its pristine whiteness nothing whatsoever, not 

one example, ~r. Speaker, not one single example of an economic 

success fostered or helped along ~y the 60vernment, the PC government 

of Ne~lfoundland and Labrador. And this Bill No .12, Sir, should be 

framed and put up in every building in this Province, in every 

home in this Province as symbolizing, as being the most perfect 

symbol of this government's economic and industrial policy over 

the past six or seven years. 

SOME HON •. HElillERS: llear, hear! 

HR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

i!R. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, 1 understand the non. 

member for LaPoile (i-lr. Neary) is inviting me to a champat;ne party. 

;.JR. :iE..\RY: 1-lo, c:1e bon. gentleman had a big one 

Jown in Argentia w~n :::1ey op~ned up. 

Only like water. 

i'ffi.. DOODY: Yes,it was. 1 must aay it was very 

weak. It was very, very poor quali~y cnampagne, not up to the 

st;mdards that I had grown used to on Allan Square at all. :lr. 

Speaker, in moving second reading of this particular bill,it is 

something that I clo with regret. The hon. member for Twillingate 

(Hr. Rowe) is absolutely correct when :~e says that - and the hon. 

member for LaPoile(Hr. Neary) -when they mention the fact that I was 

one of those instrumental in attracting t:lis particular company to 

I 
l .._ ; 



ztay 3 ,197o Tape No. 1930 All-3 

<lf{. 000 DY : the Provi.r.ce. I rClllember distinctly th~ hou . 

member for Twillinga~e(Hr. Rowe) who was c:1en.,I t:.ink,the member 

for 1.11J.ite Bay South spoke in terms of praise at tile time w':1en the 

bill ~oras introduced 1n the House. ::e •-as lav ish in his j)raise a:~.ci 

::~eationed tne fact that it ~oras an example of oo~or government should 

dec.l ~o'ith companies such as tnis !.r, mak.i.01g no conces;;ioas and 

ziving them no coil!lili.tments.A.,d it ~.ras aptly .,said and correctly so, 

this particular group of people ,who •o~ere a:1 ext:remely tough crew, 

c:uly were out for what t:tey could get and it ::ock us a long while 

indeed to hwmncr out the bare bones of an agreement wit~ them. 

The 
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MR. DOODY: 

Government of Newfoundland conceded nothing and gave 

them nothing. They got from us an agreement that in 

the event of the closedown of their plant because 

of the American Naval authorities repossessing their 

premises in Argentia,then the Government of Newfoundland 

would in a declining scale over a period of years, 

depending on how quickly they were forced out,if at 

all, would recompense them for the money that they had 

spent and would accordingly try to find them alternate 

accommodations. And that with the addition of maybe 

$18,000 or $20,000, something of that nature for some 

infrastructure repairs, water, sewerage, lighting and 

so on, was the entire commitment of the Province to 

that particular operation except for the fact that we 

welcomed and encouraged their establishment in Argentia. 

It was, we felt, an opportunity 

for the people in that area to obtain much needed employment 

at minimum cost to the Province. I have no regrets on 

that score and I am sorry that the company did not succeed. 

I do not think that they really tried very hard to succeed. . .. 
' I do not really believe that company acted in the best ! 

of faith in a great many instances. I know that from 

day one they operated on a minimum wage schedule. The 

Carpenters and Joiners Union,who were trying to unionize 

the employees,had a terrible time in their efforts so 

to do and they never were successful. There was a huge 

staff turnover and the operation was plagued with 

difficulties from the beginning,as the hon. member for 

Placentia (Mr. Patterson) pointed out a little while 

ago in his remarks. It was an unfortunate operation 

that was started with the best of intentions. 
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MR. DOODY: 

The hon. member for Twillingate (Mr. W. 

Rowe), the Leader of the Opposition,has listed off 

a number . of ill-starred and unfortunate economic 

and industrial ventures whi~h had been started in this 

Province by an administration whose name we are forbidden 

to mention because it is not in dealing with the protocol 
--. 

of the House to speak of other administrations or other· 

governments. 

~N RON. MEMBER: The old former administration. 

MR. DOODY: The old,former administration under the 

old,former leadership who have not associated in any 

way, shape or form with the new Opposition, the new, 

permanent Opposition. These people,when they list 

their Doomsday Book or their Book of Nothing or their 

Book of Hisdeeds or their Book of omissions and commissions 

list very accurately the fact that the Alcan Wire factory 

out at Stephenville clos~d down. It was open on the 

assured market of the Upper Churchill development. It 

was given an assured, guaranteed market for the supply 

of wire cable with no competition from anywhere else. 

Under what circumstances these agreements were reached 

and how it came to happen is something that I have no 

intention of getting into at this particular time. I 

know the day after the Upper Churchill finished and the 

final ton of wire was sold to the Churchill Falls Corporation, 

the Alcan people arrived in here and said, We are finished 

with your captive market, we are closing down o·ur 

operations and we are moving now to Brazil. And that 

was their contribution and interest in the Province of 

Newfoundland. 

I am surprised at the audacity and nerve 

of the han. members opposite to recite with straight faces -. 
j 
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MR. DOODY: 

such fantastic industrial ventures as Maritime Bedding 

and Pack Atlantic and some of these other sad, unfortunate 

mistakes.which occurred and were foisted on the people 

of the Bay St. George area,which never had an opportunity 

of surviving,which unfortunately were put in place out 

there and as a matter of fact there were parts of 

that Harmon Complex out there which looked like 

Belevedere Cemetery, the tombstones which were erected 

by that government which is now permanently in Opposition, 

will be there for a long while to come - to remind people 

in this Province what can happen when industrialization 

is undertaken without proper thought and proper attention 

to the consequences. 

I am afraid, Sir, that this Pyramid Mobile 

Home,while it is not listed in that particular category 

it did not take the Province of Newfoundland down the road 

for $13 million or more as the steel mill did,or the 

unfortunate amounts of money that are invested in 

the Labrador Linerboard situation or the Come by Chance 

situation. I am afraid we cannot compete with the 

previous government on that score. We can hold our 

heads high in saying that we do the best we can under 

the circumstances. We are sad indeed that the Pyramid 

Mobile Homes factory did not work. That 
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Mr. Doody: does not mean that we will cease in our efforts 

to attract industry to the Argentia area, and I sincerely hope that 

we can bring some meaningful employment to the people in that area 
- l 

as soon as we complete the deed of transfer with the Government of 

Canada. And, Sir, I move second reading. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

On motion, a bill, "An Act To Repeal The 

Government - Pyramid Mobile Homes (1959) Limited (Confirmation of 

Agreement) Act," read a second time,ordered referred to a Committee 

of the Whole House presently by leave, carried. Bill No. 12). 

MR. PECKFORD: Order 6, bill No. 9. 

Motion, second reading of a bill, "An Act To 

Amend The Adoption Of Children Act." (Bill No. 9). 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Social Services. 

MR. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, this is a simple amendment to 

the Adoption Of Children Act 1972, and it requires that the written 

consent to an adoption of a child be given only after the child is 

seven days old. And at present there is no such restriction in the 

Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Just glancing at the bill, Mr. Speaker, I would assume 

that this is brought in and I - the minister merely gave us the bare 

bones in the explanatory note, of course. I assume that this is brought 

about that he,his department or in fact parents may have had some 

sad experiences where 1 I would assume,that an adoption may have come 

about mayb~ the day of the birth, for example, and there would be 

trauma or a great emotional upset perhaps a few days later. I am 

assuming that this bill is designed to cover this type of eventuality 

which I understand has happened in the past, which would give a 

mother, a parent time to reflect at least for a few days before 

there is a legal obligation to part with the child. 

The other question of course that arises is that 

there are cases that we know about where a mother may want very well 
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Mr. Nolan: before she goes into the hospital to have the child 

to - she may have decided to have the child adopted immediately, shortly, 

almost immediately following the birth of the child, and I believe, 

and I am speaking now of course not with any direct knowledge,but I 

would assume that the department or parents have had some sad 

experiences in this regard. 

So I am assuming,and I am subject of course to 

the minister giving me a little more explanation on this, that this 

bill would be designed, I would hope, to give the mother an opportunity 

to reflect, to think about it ~ven if only for a short while before 

signing the final documentation which irrevocably,! would assume~would 

have the child part forever legally at least from its natural mother, 

I am assuming this is the case here. And I do not want to hold the 

Committee up but I rise merely to make sure that this is the case and 

for those who would want to,as some have in the past and no doubt will 

to have it adopted even before they go into the hospital, I suppose l 
- t-

in the future,have decided before the birth of a child that they want 

that some kind of an arrangement could continue to be made,as has been 

made in the past and probably as being made now,but legally the 

official papers at least will not be signed until seven days have 

elapsed. At least this is my understanding of the bill and I would 

certainly be happy to welcome any additional information from the 

minister or for that matter from any of my colleagues present. 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. member for Ferryland followed by the 

han. member for Baie Verte-White Bay. 

MR. POWER: I have a question for the minister with regard 

to The Adoption Of Children Act. I came across a very unfortunate 

circumstances of late where the natural mother of a child, and an unwed 

mother in this case,when she -is about to be married and wishes her 

child to have the name of her husband,does that mother and father then 

have got to go through the complete adoption process as you would if 

were adopting a child that was totally strange to your household? Does 

the minister intend 
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MR. C. POWER: to have an amendment to this part of the Adoption 

Act so that the natural mother of a child can adopt that child and 

have that child possess the name of he; husband without going through 

the natural adoption process? 

~lR. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Baie Verte-White Bay. 

}lR. RIDEOUT: ~!r. Speaker, I just have a question that I hope the 

minister might be able to clear up when he rises to close debate. I 

wonder if the minister could tell us how long information pertaining 

to adoptions are held by his department. I have recently run into a 

case where I was seeking information on behalf of a constituent 1-rhere 

the information they told me was no longer held. NmV" granted this is 

I think something like seventeen or eighteen years past. So I "10nder 

if the minister could tell us how len~ the information is held by his 

department and ~!hat are the regulations governing the release of such 

information. For example,if the natural parent o~ a grandparent.or 

someone of that nature,~lish to will some property or money to a child 

that had been born illegimately and had been adopted, is there any 

provision for that to be done n01•1? I am not saying that you !lave to 

make the party concerned aware of ~~here it is coming from or things of 

that nature, but it se~s to me that there should be some provisions 

along those lines. I am especially concerned about that and I am 

concerned about how long the info~tion is held and what process 

is used in destroying information that the department have on adoption 

cases. 

l'lR. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Conception Bay South. 

HR. NOLA.'l : I would like also to address myself just ver'J briefly 

to that in connection ~-rith what my friend has said. -Th-;;e 

have been a number of stories, national nevrs stories,about children 

who have been adopted some years ago and who now seem to be going through 

a process as they reach adulthood and so on, some of when are married -

I am thinking about stories that have emanated from the United States 

and other parts of Canada-where tney are seeking out their natural parent 

or parents a..."'ld t:1rough various means they have traced t:-.em clmm. And 
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~.NOLAN: there are psychologists apparently who say that this is 

a good thing and they should be helped, aided and so on. I am certainly 

not going to comment on that one way or the other because I do not know, 

but I am ~~ondering what is the position of the departmer.t, if there is 

in fact an official position,as I assume . there is,on this? I mean, if 

a child were adopted,say,twenty years ago and if that child now were 

to come to the department or the officials and say that they want to 

find their natural mother,for whatever reason, what if any assistance 

are they given or is the file closed? In fact,is there no file at all? 

That is a very interesting point that is rising more and more n<n·T,that 

apparently some children as the years and years go on want to find their 

natural mother,and it will be interesting to see, I would certainly 

be interested ir. hearing,what the minister might say in that regard; 

1·7hether as my hon. friend says the file is disposed of after a certain 

number of years or months 7or if in fact there is some permanent record 

some1vhere and,therefore,if there is a permanent record to what extent 

is one entitled to see it 7particularily if it is the child concerned. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! I understand the hon. member for 

Baie Verte-White Bay yielded to the hon. member. Has the hon. member 

for Baie Verte-white Bay completed his remarks? 

!IR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I have finished. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the minister now speaks he closes the debate. 

The hon. minister. 

'1P.. C. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member suggested ' the 

exact purpose of the amendment is to give the mother some time possibly 

to discuss, in the case cf an unmarried mother, to discuss such a major 

decision as adoption or the giving up of her child,probably with her 

parents and maybe even IVith the putative father if the putative father · 

is known. It is a fairly major decision in the life of any mother, 

I suppose,to give up the child knowing that she is never going to 

see that child again. I suppose it is also a major decision in the 

life of the child as well. I have had the most unpleasant experience 

of having to take children from unmarried mothers and I can assure you 
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!"'B.. C. BRETT: that it is one of the most tru.matic experiences that 
I 

anybody can go through. lve do not really run into that mnny sad : ! 
experiences but then we do not necessarily see the unmarried mother 

after the child is taken, 59 really 
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MR. BRETT: 

we would have no way of knowing just how bad things 

are .. But to the best of my knowledge we have not 

really had that many sad experiences. 

With respect to the changing of names or 

a natural mother wanting to adopt her child,it is true 

that we have to go through the whole adoption procedure 

now. We have looked at it. You know it is sort of a 

long way around and there have been some complaints about 

it. We have not made a decision that we would change it. 

Of course once a child goes beyond the age of, I think 

it is twelve - I am not sure - the child can have its 

name changed through the Change of Name Act. 

With respect to giving out information, say, 

years and years after an adoption, we do get an occasional 

case and we had one in the department not too long ago 

and this is a very touchy subject. You can appreciate 

that if a child were adopted, grew into an adult and, 

say,fifteen or twenty years later came back to the 

department wanting to know the name of the natural parents, 

there are a lot of things to consider. First of all, 

the natural mother, it is quite possible we would not 

be able to find her to start with. If we did,it is 

possiblP that she could be married and would not want 

the history of her past revealed to anybody. So we 

have to take into consideration not only the child who 

was adopted ten or fifteen or twenty years ago~ we 

also have to take into consideration the natural mother 

f and the natural mother's family at this particular time. 

So it is something that we are very, very careful about. 

It is pretty well left up to the discretion of the 

DiJector of Child Welfare at the moment and I think in 

some cases we have advised who the natural parents are 1 
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MR. BRETT: 

but in many others we have decided not to. 

Now I am sorry but I do not know if it 

could be· taken to the Supreme Court or not. I know that 

an adopted child,if that child were born out of wedlock, 

has the right to inherit not only from his or her natural 

mother but also from the adopted parents. The files, 

I believe, are kept indefinitely. But,as I say,we are 

very, very careful about this and we certainly take a 

long, long look at it. We cannot just do it indiscriminately, 

that everybody who is adopted could walk into the department 

and say, I want to know who my mother was and who my 

father was. Obviously it is something that has to be 

handled with great care and we do just that. 

MR. NOLAN: But the difficulty is then, I mean could 

the minister or his officials be charged with discrimination 

as a result. You know, how do you decide to let this 

one know and not that one, who the natural mother is? 

MR. BRETT: I do not know if there is a written policy 

on it.but as I say at the moment it is pretty well left 

to the discretion and maybe sometimes we would be 

discriminating. But, you know, the same as the officials 

of the department decide if an adoption application is 

approved, also in this case they would pretty well decide 

whether or not a child should know who its natural parents 

are. But I cannot answer the question. It is possible 

that the thing can be taken to the Supreme Court. I am 

not sure. But the records are kept indefinitely . 

MR. RIDEOUT:Before the minister finishes, the minister 

said the files are kept indefinitely. Has there not been 

a cleaning out of files in the minister's department 

over the last two or three years? What happened? 

Are they microfilmed or what? I was advised that the 

file was not there. 
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MR. BRETT: It is quite possible. My understanding, 

and again I would have to check it with my officials, 

is after an adoption is completed a file with all the 

information is taken and sealed and placed in the vault 

~nd I was not aware that there was a time limit on it, 

but there might be and again I repeat I would have to 

check with my officials. But I know it is sealed · .. 

and placed -

·! MR. MURPHY: It is removed from the active files. 

MR. BRETT: Oh removed from the active files, definitely, . . 
but sealed and placed in a vault. 

MR. NOLAN: On the business of the Supreme Court, 

I mean, is that not in itself a bit dangerous or is 

it not? I mean, I am assuming that if a child comes 

to the department or to the minister or the officials 

and has the wherewithal and the finances to pay ~he 

court costs and high legal fees and so on, then they 

can get the information from the department. If they are 

not so financially fixed, then they cannot. Surely 

this in itself is wrong. Is it not ? 

MR. BRETT: Well, Mr. Speaker, I cannot debate it 

intelligently because I am not sure that it can be taken 

to the Supreme Court. I would have to check it with my 

officials. I am not certain that it can go beyond my 
·' 

department. J 

Motion a bill, "An Act To Amend The Adoption 

Of Children Act, 1972", read a second time, ordered 

referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently by 

leave . (Bill No. 9) 

• 1: 
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:fR. SPEAKE~: Hot ion, second reading of a bill, 

"An Act Respecting The Rehabilitation ::'f Disabled Persons." 

(Bill No. 17) 

The han. Minister of Rehabilitation and 

Recreation. 

~JR. lUCKEY: Hr. Speaker, the purpose of this bill is to 

uefine precisely what the responsibilities of the Department of 

Rehabilitation and Recreation are with regards to the physically 

and mentally handicapped of the Province. Under the legislation 

the existing programmes which are already in place will continue. 

The legislation provides for the right to appeal, appeal from an 

individual or a group of handicapped people the decision of the 

Director of the Rehabilitation or the department or the winister 

or w:1at have you. It also enshrines the rights of the physically 

and mentally disabled of the Province to services to provide the 

necessary training, the facilities in terms of :quipment, any 

equipment that might be required to enable the individual to 

function to the fullest degree anJ to enable that individual to 

take his or her place in society in terms of attempting to be 

self-sustaining in terms of employment. It does nat,however, }rr. 

Speaker, preclude the department's responsibility to assist 

financially either in part or in total those people who might 

participate in various programmes and may not necessarily succeed 1 

So that it is to broade., the services which are available to 

disabled persons. I think, Mr. Speaker, the most significant part 

of this bill is that up to now,and since 1954,whatever services 

ti1at have 0een provided the disabled either from physical or mental 

handica-p in the Province has been done so by order A Hinute In 

Council. And up to now the rights of ti1ose people have not had 

the benefit of a statue or legislation and so really the most 

important part of this whole legislation is in fact that it enshrines 

those rights forever on the law books of the Province. And as I 
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HR. DOODY: said,it also provides the vehicle that was non-

existent up to now and that is tne appeal board whereby a person 

· ' or a group can appeal the decision of the Director of Rehabilitation 

or the department or ••hatever. 

I might say, ~1r, Speaker, that the department 

has for quite some t~e, and prior to the department the division 

of rehabilitation have been providing programmes which are covered 

in this legislation, Of course we provide sums o£ money to various 

organizations which have or holcl as t:1eir a:bls ti1e assistance or 

help:i11g the handicappeC: persons in the Province. 

~~~ ~~~. member for LQPoile. 

~rr. Speaker, what this bill does really as 

ti1e :1on. ger.tleman said, Eill tlo. 17, •,\n Act Resp.actin& T:1.:! 

r.ehabilitatiou Of Disabletl Persous," it enshrines in legislation 

all the things that have been done since Confederation in this 

ProvL•ce and p=obably - well just merely puts down ia_law really 

what ~e i~ve been doing all along. !here are no new programmes . 

in this particular legislation, there are no commitments on the 

part of government. It just enshrines into law, into legislation, 

things that have ;:e have been doing all along, things that have 

been built up down.through the years that we now take for granted. 

So all this bill does is really put it in the form of an act to 

make it the law of the land, It does not,for instance, Mr. Speaker, 

guarantee people who are disabled, whether they be children or 

whether tiley be adults, it does not guarantee them,for instance,that 

taey are goir.g to be able to get any more wheelcnairs than they 

have been getting all along. Sometiling that al••ays concerned 
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Mr. Neary: 

me very much was the fact, was the trouble that people, parents and 

people had to go through to get a wheelchair for a little child who 

was disabled or a cripple,or even an adult for that matter. They 

had to go out sometimes to service clubs and to try and persuade 

the service clubs to buy a badly needed wheelchair for a physically 

handicapped adult or a physically handicapped child. And, you know, 

that is something that you would almost take for granted that you 

would give, that the Department of Social Services or the Department 

of Rehabilitation and Recreation would give a physically disabled 

person. In actual fact it is not something that they entitled to 

according to the law. They are not entitled to them, the minister 

knows that. How many times did I have to go to a service club and 

ask them to raise enough money to buy a wheelchair for a crippled 

child, or for a crippled adult for that matter. r-rhn was in bad need 

of a wheelchair. And in a lot of cases they did it and in some 

cases they ha~too many projects on the go and they were unable to 

undertake this project. And so wheelchairs have had to be passed 

around from one disabled person to another. Sometimes they would 

have to wait until the person who had the wheelchair died, and when 

they died then they took the wheelchair and gave it to somebody else. 

And the organizations referred to in this legislation who do get grants 

from government cannot afford to buy all of the wheelchairs that are 

necessary. 

I mean,we can afford to send the Norma and Gladys 

all over the world, we can afford all kinds of money for entertain and 

booze and government aircraft and hunting trips and all kinds of 

other things,but we cannot afford, Mr. Speaker, to buy a crippl~i child 

a wheelchair, or buy a cripple1 adult a wheelchair. That is something 

for hon. members to think about. My hon. friend the member for 

MR. MURl'HY: How many did the hon. member provide when he 

was a minister? How many thousands of wheelchairs, when you sammdered 

all-of the monev jn the Province, an old, foolis~ ~ro;ects? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

t 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, it might interest the hon. gentleman 

to know that I managed when I was there, as probably the hon. gentleman 

from Trinity North (Mr. Brett) and maybe the hon. member for St. 

John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey), I manged to scrounge a few 

MR. MURPHY: We knQw what you scrounged, the hon. member (inaudihle)-

MR. NEARY: Now well that is right, TMe, hon. gentleman may .. 
have scrounged a few but it is job to get it nast the officials 

in the Department of Health or in the Department of Social Services. · 

And the same thing, Sir, applies to hearing aids, that you would 

almost take it for granted • And my han. friend over there from 

Harbour·Main-Bell Island (Mr. Doody) has reminded me the same thing 

applies to dentures, arid that is true, Sir. 

MR. MURPHY: i>Je n11t t";.p .,..PI"P<: ltD. 

MR. NEARY: Not only cannot - I beg vour oarnnn? 

ioMR. MURPHY: Tripled the rate~. 

MR. NEARY: Not only· cannot. peoole wh;, are -

'AN RON. MEMBER: Flight fair. 

MR. NEARY: Well,do _ not fight over it, I mean,the hon. 

gentleman said what I am saying is true. And the hon. the Minister 

of Consumer Affairs can disagree with it if he wants to. 

MR. MURPHY: I satd he trioled the rates since we took over. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

MR. MURPHY: T saic. they trip-led the rates.. 

MR. NEARY: They tripled the rates. 

MR. MURPHY: They tripled the r~tes. 

MR.NEARY: But I am just pointing out some of the weaknesses 

they were there when I was there. I tried to change some of them, 

much to my disappointment that I could not. 

MR. MURPHY: Chagrin. 

MR. NEARY: No,not chagrin, '·'eJ.l{I!>aybe that too. But I did 

try to change it , Sir, and so this bill is not going to change any of 

that. There is going to be no more money made available for disabled 

persons than is available at the present time. The handicapped people, 

the physically handicapped and the mentally handicapped people who now p~e 



May 8, 1978 Tape 1936 Pk - 3 

MR. NEARY: in desperate need of upper and lower dentures will 

still not get them bec.ause of this b:Ul. They will not get the badly 

needed eyeglasses that they need. You have got to be a Philadelphia 

lawyer to be able to cut around the present legislation to get a 

pair of eyeglasses for people. I managed t 0. RtT.P.tc" the 

law to the extent that the deparment conceded that they might be able 

to give eyeglasses to p;~rents ofichildren going to school to help 

their children do their homework. I managed to get it stretched th~t 

far before I got booted out. 

MJ' HON. MEMBER: Botn ,arents? 

MB..NEARY: Pardon? 

AN liON.MEMBER: l!oth parents.? 

MR. nARY: Not both pa:rents,just one parent. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Not both? 

MR. NEARY: No.If it happened that the mother leit. 

home or the mother was dead,and the father was th!i head of the house 

or the mother could n.ot relili, and the father was helping - I Will 

tell you one thing,the officials and the bureaucrats they looked 

rather askance at giving a man a pair of glasses. You could scrounge 

a pair of glasses ou.t of them for a woman, because you could say 

well the woman waS helping 
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MR. NEARY: 

them with their homework. But they could hardly believe, 

the bureaucrats and the mandarins in this building and 

outside t~is building 1 they could hardly believe that 

the head of the house, the man, the male,would be 

helping his children with their homework. You would 

almost have to beat them over the head to get a pair of 

glasses for him even though he may be the only member of . 

the family surviving, as my hon. friend -

MR. MURPHY: No one would disbelieve the 

principle in that but the amounts of money involved, I 

think, then everybody would -

MR. STRACHAN: They said glasses were out 

of the question 

MR. NEARY: Well, I mean, it is a matter 

of priorities and that is my argument. ~hen what about 

crutches, Sir? What about crutches? 

MR. CALLAN: The tinted glasses are just 

cosmetic. 

MR. NOLAN: Tinted glassed are not 

cosmetic. 

MR. CALLAN: Well, I was told by a 

doctor. 

MR. NEARY: What is that? 

MR. NOLAN: Who did you go to? 

MR. CALLAN: Tinted glasses are cosmetic 

only. 

MR. NOLAN: You must have gone to a 

veterinarian. 

MR. NEARY: Tinted glasses are cosmetic 

only. Well, I do not understand that, but then I could 

say the same thing about crutches, Mr. Speaker. H~~ many 

times have I had to go around, and I am sure hon. gentlemen 

have done the same, go around and find out somebody in the 

community who had a pair of crutches so you could get them 

r 
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MR. NEARY: and give them to some poor 

fellow who had his leg amputated. Fortunately the hon. 

gentleman, I do not believe,has ever needed the services 

of crutches. 

MR. DOODY: Indeed I did. 

MR. NEARY: Well, maybe the hon. 

gentleman did. 

MR. DOODY: I still have them now. They 

are too small for me but I still have them home. No, I 

do not have them,actually~ I donated them for a worthy 

cause. 

MR. NEARY: Well, that is right. I am 

certainly glad to hear that, Sir, because -

MR. DOODY: And a couple of steel braces, 

too. 

MR. NEARY: Well, I am-just rhyming off 

the list here now. I am coming to braces and I am coming 

to shoes and prosthetic devices and all that sort of thing. 

This bill, Sir, will not make any of these facilities, any 

of these services available to disabled persons, unfortunately. 

I am wrong? No, Mr. Speaker, I am not wrong. All it will 

do is enshrine in legislation the policies that are in 

existence at the present time. Is that not correct? 

MR. DOODY: It is important to have these 

braces enshrined in legislation. 

MR. NEARY: It is important to have these 

rights enshrined in legislation. It is also important to 

get our priorities straightened out. We in this House 

should be aware of the fact, we should be aware of it but 

sometimes we are not. I do not know if my hon. friend 

from Carbonear (Mr. R. Moores) 1 who is now going to take my 

newspaper that I have not read yet1 is aware of the fact 

that if you want to get a pair of crutches for a man or a 

woman,an adult who had one leg amputated, does the hon. 
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MR. NEARY: gentleman realize the trouble 

that you have to go through? 

MR. R. MOORES: Yes, I do. 

MR. NEARY: Has the hon. gentleman ever 

tried it? 

MR. R. MOORES: No, I have not. 

MR. NEARY: Well, it would be worthwhile 

for members of this House to try it sometimes; to look for 

a wheelchair, to look for a pair of crutches, to look for 

prosthetic devices, shoes and braces. 

MRS. MCISAAC: In some cases, hospital beds. 

MR. NEARY: Well, a hospital bed! My God, 

I am telling you, they are like hens teeth! 

MR.R. MOORES: Hens teeth? 

MR. NEARY: You might get one from the ·Red 

Cross. They have three or four maybe in-some communities. 

Most of them are usually out and you have to wait until the 

person who is occupying it dies before you can get it to 

pass it on to somebody else. 

Now these are some of the 

programmes that I would like to see updated., I would like 

to see us get our priorities straightened out in this 

House. We look at all the money we are squandering on 

waste and extravagance and as the hon . gentleman said, 

well,maybe there was money wasted and squandered while I 

was fighting for these things. Maybe there was. 

MRS. MCISAAC: There are still lots of 

hospital beds available -

MR. NEARY: Well, there are lots of 

hospital beds available but the trouble is that they will 

not give them out. 

MR. MURPHY: Well, where would they be? 

MR. NEARY: They are in the hospitals, 

or they are stored. They are hospital beds. The hon. 

•• 
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MR . NEARY: Minister of Recreation and 

Rehabilitation will be well advised to find out the number 

of hospital beds that are stored or that have been thrown 

on the dump. They take them out and they just throw them 

on the dump. How many hospital beds are stored in this 

Province? How many hospital beds will now become surplus 

as a result of the opening of the Health Sciences Complex? 

Can all this stuff be put in a bank somewhere that people 

could draw on when they need it and then when they do not 

need it return it? I mean, surely there must be some way. 

It is not beyond our ability to find a solution to tnis 

problem. 

But it is a very serious 

matter, Sir, for a lot of people in this Province . I am 

glad 
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MR. NEARY: 

to see that we are going to enshrine in legislation 

what is there. But I would like to know what we are 

going to do about some of the problems that I just 

outlined,and they are real. They are there. Every 

member of this House if he is doing his job in his 

district at one time or another has encountered a heart-

rending situation,a kind of a predicament that would 

tear the heart out of any man. I am sure we have all had 

it. I am sure the hon. member for Exploits (Dr. Twomey) 

has encountered it. And sometimes we say to ourselves, 

why do we have to put up with this, why do we tolerate 

this in the bureaucracy and then why do we tolerate this 

from the mandarins! 

You would think it would be nothing at all 

and here is a man who has got both of his legs amputatea, 

he has been sent home from hospital, from DVA or wherever 

it is- not nyA, because DVA would give him a wheelchair -

but sent home.And he goes to his own home and he has to 

be put an a couch and you say, Well,there is no problem 

here,all you have to do is call up the depa~tment. The 

man cannot work. He has no money. He will never work 

another day in his life. He has got five or six kids in 

the family. There is no problem to pick up your phone 

and call the welfare officer or call the department. 

He is guaranteed to get a wheelchair because there is no 

question about it. Has my hon. friend ever tried? 

And did my hon. friend get any results? The hon. gentleman. 

nods his approval that he has tried it and he sits there 

poker-faced when you ask him if he got any results. And 

I would assume the answer then to the question is no,or 

maybe once in a while he made a little progress, maybe picked 

up a secondhand one somewhere. But generally speaking my 
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HR. NEARY: 

bon. friend is right 1 the answer is no. There is no 

assistance for these kind of people, although you take 

it for g~anted; you just say, Well,you know,if you told 

it to somebody they would say no, this is not happening 

in a civilized country, in a civilized world. It is 

one of these things, Sir, that has been neglected down 

through the years. It is something that concerned me 

very much when I was minister of that department and I 

believe it is something that we should take a look at 

in this bon. House in the future. 

It is not politics. There is no politics 

in that,as my hon. friend knows. My bon. friend was a 

welfare officer and I am sure my hon. friend 1because of 

the rules and regulations that were laid down mainly by 

the bureaucrats, my hon. friend many is the time when he 

felt he should be saying yes, was saying no in these 

cases because he had to follow the rules and regulations 

that were laid down here in this building. And I am 

sure my hon. friend from Trinity North (Mr. Brett) has 

felt the same way and any member who has run up against 

it. 

There are times when you feel like - you know, 

you would say,"Rurely this cannot be happening! Why 

have people not rebelled in the streets? Why have we 

not had a revolution?~ But the tragic part of it is that 

these people are scattered all over the Province. If 

they were ever organized into a group maybe they could 

become effective. But there is a case here,and there 

are two or three cases down in my bon. friend's district, 

down in Bay of Islands. There may be two or three cases 

or a half a dozen cases out in Bonavista North. There 

are cases on Bell Island. I know that to be a fact. And 
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MR. NEAR._Y: 

there are cases in Harbour Main. I know that to be a fact. 

And there are cases in LaPoile district. I know that to 

be a fact. And there are cases in St. George's and they 

are all over the place. Not enough of them to bring 

down the government but, Sir, anybody who has an ounce 

of humanitarian 

MRS. UciSAAC: What about bedpans? 

MR. NEARY: There is another example, a bedpan. Try 

to get a bedpan. So, Mr. Speaker, we are putting through 

this bill today, bill 17, "An Act Respecting The Rehabilitation 

Of Disabled Persons". It is going to do nothing, Sir, 

to cure or to remedy the problems that I just outlined, 

I think my hon. friend would be the first to admit that. 

Nevertheless we are going to vote for the bill because 

we think that the rights of disabled people should be 

enshrined into legislation. But let us keep it in 

the back of our minds for future reference when we 

are talking about the needs of the ordinary people of 

this Province, when we are squandering money on booze 

and cocktail parties. The next time the hon. gentlemen 

throw a big booze party remember that there is some little 

crippled child out there who needs a wheelchair who cannot 

get it because of the bureaucratic regulations that we 

have in this Province. 

.. .. 
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~. SPEA.I(ER: The member for St. John's South - Conception Bay 

South, I am sorry. 

MR. NOLAN: Thank you, Xr. Chairman, or Mr. Speaker, fron Carbonear. 

SO}<l; RON. }<l;~ERS : Hear! Hear! 

~!R. :>10~: In connection with this ::-ill there are a number of 

thinll:s that are provided here that might be nev, if one wants to take 

a look at it, _for example, there is the appointment ,apparently, the 

provision for the appointment of a new director. Is that correct? 

Uould the !lti.nister agree with that? It is not. 

MR. HICKEY: It is already there. 

!1R. NOLAN: It is already there. I see. 

l!R. HICKEY : He is already in the dep~rtment. He has his title 

changed. 

}fR. NOLA.N: There is not a new director to begin with. 

I·IR.. HICKEY: :lot a new position. 

l!R. NO~: Not a new position. 

C1?... HICKEY: He ;ust had his title changed . 

!'IR. NOL\..."'1: And also the Appeal Board is also there? 

~!R. HICKEY: That is new. 

~!R. NOLA.1'l: That is new. So we do have something new, do we not? 

So we have this Appeal Board to be set up and apparently the Cabinet 

can appoint to the board the assistant deputy minister of rehabilitation. 

He is to be acting as chairman,! understand,and two other persons who 

will be designated by the minister from the senior officials in the 

department other than the director, - an officer, clerk or employee 

in the department who is not a member of the board shall be designated 

by the minister as secretary of the board and the secretary shall keep 

full records and so on. Any disabled person affected by the decision·-

the one question that comes up on the Appeal Board situation is this 1 that 

what provision is there, maybe I missed it here, for a disabled person 

to be a member of the Appeal Board? I mean,~e look at officials, that 

is >vhat we have, officials, more mandarins, but how about the people 

directly affected, a disabled oerson? lfuy not have a disabled person or 

.! 
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~1R. NOLAN: more on the Appeal Board? lfuy not? The minister.,I 

would hope,would consider it. And if he is going to consider it, 

maybe he might call his officials together so He can do that before tve 

pass the bill. 

AN HON. ~ER: Do VThat? 

clR. NOLAN: Having a disabled person on the Appeal Board. I think 

the minister would find with various groups and so on involved ~nth 

disabled and rehabilitation that it might strike a responsive cord if 

you have someone there who can adjudicate appeals one way or another 

and look upon it from their vantage point as perhaps fetv people can. 

So I seriously plead with the minister to consider having a disabled 

person who will serve on the Appeal Board rather than merely those who 

are officials of the department concerned, I strongly, very strongly 

urge that on the minister. I hope that in case I am not present my 

colleagues here who may be tvben this bill goes on through the House will not 

let it go through unless there is some provision for a iisabled person 

on that Appeal Board,which is brand new 1so that they tvill be given an 

opportunity to lend their experience to a very, very important group 

that is being set up and provided for in this bill noH, 

This bill provides, it may b= very well providec in other 

acts,but let us find out. Let us look at the powers of the minister 

here. "Declare any group,organization or association," is this all 

covered in another act, another bill? No. Would the minister come in 

and give us the ben~fit of his •,r:!.sdom. "Make grants to any group, 

organization or association," - Nmv he<v about this here, ''Purchase, 

lease or othervise acquire any real property that the minister deems 

necessary for the purpose of exercising any of his powers under this 

act." Now then, are we in the public money? Are •..re into the acquiring 

of property and if so, how does one go about it? And I hope that the 

minister will sell, lease, exchange or othe~vise deal 1rl.th real property 

so acquired. I mean,what provisions apply to the purchase, leasing, 

selling, renting or lvhate,rer it is of the property in this particular 

case? It is alright to say it might be some group,but it says here the 
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HR. NOLAII: mi:1ister 1-:ith the approval of the Lieu.tenant-Governor 

in Council may declare any group,organization or association incorporat8i 

or not to be 
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tlR. NOLAN: 

in need of rehabilitation services. Well that is fine. 

Does that mean a political group can have a grant too 

of some kind? Pardon? 

HR. DOODY: You have need for rehabilitation? 

MR. NOLAN: Well I would say that judging from some 

of the comments that I have received and no doubt my hon. 

friend opposite has received there is probably no group 

in this Province more in need of rehabilitation. 

JIR. DOODY: I thought you were asking on your own behalf. 

MR. NOLAN: No, no. I was asking on the minister's 

behalf. 

So, I hope that the minister will certainly 

not set up this appeal board without definitely making 

provisions for a disabled person to be a member of that 

board. And there are other items perhaps we can get into. 

I do not know if other hon. members want to address 

themselves to this. But to say that there is nothing 

new in there, there is something new, a number of things 

that are new,and I believe they are worthy of our attention. 

So if there are any other members I will certainly not 

delay the Committee if they want to com~ent on it now 

before the minister speaks. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for St. John's South. 

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I just want to ask the 

minister if he would be good enough to clarify just two 

points for me in regard to this bill. I am thinking 

of those disabled persons who go to a public educational 

facility, such as,say, the university. It may be required 

for them to go into residence there. I mention this 

because I know of a specific instance. And this is 

sometimes difficult to arrange because these people can 

be so disabled that it is hazardous for them to be resident 
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DR. COLLINS: 

unless there are particular services for night watchman 

duties. I am just wondering if there is any provision 

in this bill to take care of that situation. Now one 

thinks that perhaps something cannot be done for the 

individual but perhaps something could be done for a 

group of such disabled persons. If there is not an 

arrangement made these people are actually excluded from 

educational facilities and educational services,or at least 

it would be very difficult for them or perhaps very 

expensive for them to achieve the particular educational 

pursuit that they have in mind. 

The other point I would like clarification 

on is, I suppose it would come under 1 (d) and that is 

in regard to a disabled person who needs to travel outside 

the Province for care, usually medical ~are,I suppose, 

or health care as opposed to,strictly speaking, rehabilitative 

care although it is difficult to separate the two. 

It certainly would be for palliative or curative care 

anyway. And in the present situation travelling outside 

the Province and the supply of escort and the supply of 

hotel rooms and so on and so forth for the escort in 

the city outside the Province is the responsibility 

of the person or~if it is an underage person,of that 

person's parents. Now I am quite well aware that where 

need arises there is a means of assisting from the 

public purse. I am just wondering if this 8, section 

1, subsection (d) now permits the minister to pick up 

the tab for such people travelling outside the Province 

in terms of transportation costs and also in terms of 

escort costs. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Social Services. 

MR. BRETT: Mr. Chairman, I wanted to express just one 

very brief but rather important thought. With respect to 
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MR. BRETT : 

the provision of wheelchairs, bedpans if you will, somebod y 

mencioned that among othe_rs in the Pro~ince of l1anitoba 

the government has supply centers in various 
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llR. BRETT: 

parts of t:l1e Province. Now if government is to supply every 

needy person with a wheelci1air or crutches or bedpans or whatever, 

it is ·obviously going to amount to millions and millions of dollars 

and I do not think this government or any other government can 

afford it. But I would suggest and I think government will be 

looking at setting up supply canters in some of the ruajor areas 

of the Province. For exarnple,if a person comes out of hospital 

and needs a wheelchair for a month or two or ~Jhatever, then that 

particular appliance can be borrowed from the center, kept for 

as long as necesary and then returned. This is what is being done 

in Xanitoba and I would assume that our gover~ent will be looking 

at such a programme maybe next year. 

l·IR. SPI:.tJ.<ER: Han. member for Conception Bay South. 

HR. NOLAN: If I may just make a couple of observations in 

connection with equipment. I had a call the other day from a 

gentleman who had a child who was deaf and apparently with the 

use of a hearing aid you can hear the noises or whatever within 

the immediate proximity but in school apparently there is an 

apparatus which I understand - and this may not,by the way,directly 

effect the minister, maybe through the Department of Education 

there is an appliance where the teacher uses the microphone, it 

is hung around or hooked on apparently ~~d so with this apparatus 

the student can hear what is going on, it is a great aid. Now it 

is a bit expensive, it may be $1,200 or more. I am wondering if 

the minister is familiar with the type of thing I am talking about? 

\fuy I raise it here is because I have in conjunction with the 

~linister of Education been holding meetings for some time now, the 

last yeer 1 to provide for a class,which ~y the way will be in the 

Conception Bay South area,for blind children, those who are presently 

in the Halifax School for the Blind, some of wnom are now at the 

point where they can come back and go into so-called normal school. 

In fact I believe they are now about to advertise for a special teacher 
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HR. NOLAN: for this and there is special equipment for example 

for this as I am sure the minister knows. I hope,by the way,that 

the minister,when this class is set up,may have an opportunity 

with his colleague to go out some day and take a look at it. I 

think he would find it very enlightening and heartening and a good 

piece of work,in my opinion Tne "tinister of Education and his 

officials did a considerable amount of work. 

But on the apparatus for the deaf child that I 

referr<;u to,I was told lJy the gentl=an wno called me t:nat out 

on the west Coast, Corner Brook or in that area,that they :O.ay have 

that piece of equipment provided, I do not know if it is t~rvugh 

rel1abilitation or t:1rough t:1e school board or w:1at but it is there, 

apparently~ he says. I do not kl.1.0\v this to be a fact, I do not 

know this to be a fact at all, that there is such a piece of 

equipment being used in school out there, one or more,I do not 

know. So I do not know if this directly affects the minister 

but if he has any information on it I would certainly be grateful, 

I know he may not be able to provide it right no~ but I would 

certainly like to hear about it so th:lt through the press 

perhaps it could be publicized so that that person can call again 

or make some additional enquiries. 

Also the minister is going to, it may not 

be provideu here- t.1e minister knows I am sure of the crying need 

in this Province in public buildings, in commercial establisi:u;lents, 

in schools and so many other things so t:1at there is access for 

those "l1o are in wileelchairs and so on. You will find,for example, 

il1 many of the great coumercial department stores that a person in 

a wheelcl~ir cannot get through, cannot get in,and I am hopL~g 

that - I know this l~s ';;een discussed before and the minister of 

his own volition,no matter how well intentioned, could not do 

it anyway_ ~1e "''auld have to have tae :·iinister of Public \larks and 

all other ministers in fact-to start bringing in some very fi= 

legislation that provides for no public building to be built that 
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'I:Ould deny 1 as has been done i .n the past, t hat ·..;ould 

deny access to t hose ~ho are handicapped, I am sure the :::linis: er 

ilas certainly discussed this i n the past: and I hope chat any new 

information he :nay ilave co sherl on this ":Jill be p.rovided to us because 

it is very important , ve~; important indeed that where ~e have t he 

autho rity for provincial buildi.r.ss that they not be hired, engaged , 

bought , sold or built for our purposes u.ul.ess we holve provisions 

so t hat handicapped using wheelchairs and so on can readily gain 

access . And also perhaps ;.re could use our influence with municipalities 

also co see that some provision is made because 
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}ffi. NOLAN: there are a lot of people who are voiceless in many ways 

and it is only t~rough the minister and his officials and through this 

House that we can address ourselves to these problems ti1at are cronic, 

absolutely cronic and so desperately needed by so many people who are 

;;a~dicapped and who need various devices of one kind or another which t!1ey 

have now been deprived of. But surely we in our mm public functioning, 

whether it is in the erection of buildings for public purposes or not or 

in collllllercial establishments and the like 1 that we will try to make 

provision to see to it that they are well thought out and that permits 

will not be granted unless there is provision to assist these people 

to see that they can gain ready access 'dthout going through some of 

the real torture that they have had to do so often in the past,or in 

fact be denied access altogether , and I suppose this applies in schools 

I 
I· 

also in some instances. But that is the only point or points that I 

wanted to raise in that connection here now for the minister's 

consideration. 

!ffi.. SPEAKER: The han. member for Bay of Islands. 

HR. L. WOODROW: Hr. Speaker, '~e decided we would just say a few 

words about this bill also because in all of our districts we come 

up against people unfortunately ~.rho are afflicted in one way or another. 

But I, Hr. Speaker, had t~e honour of being the chairman for the Red Cross 

for ~vo years in the city of Corner Brook and I know that in many 

instances the Red Cross provided wheelchairs and crutches and the like. 

Also, Hr. Speaker, the clubs,like the Lions Club and Jaycees and other 

organizations,they also have been very understanding and have ~orked 

quite a lot on providing these things as ~rell. I sometimes wonder that 

if ''e provided as the hon. member for LaPoile said, if we gave them 

everything I wonder would we be taking away the challenge from the 

various organizations because in fact they do this as an act of charity 

and I feel sure that the hon. memter would not want to take this 

challenge a:t·Ta)' -

:~: ROll. ~!:SE'P: They cannot speak for themselves (inaudible) 

}ffi. HOODROTI1: This may be true but by the same token I do not think 

.r..-
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UR. WOODROW: we can overlook the good that has been done by these 

organizations. They have done a terrific amount of good. Well 

actually it was not mentioned in the debate on this bill so I thought 

it .vould be in order to bring it before the Chair. 

MR. NEARY: Wait now. I said the only ones who gave these people 

anything was the service clubs. 

MR. WOODROW: Well,you know by the same token the han. member for 

LaPoile,because he s.ays We should do this and ~·l'e should do that,but I 

think in all fairness and justice there is only so far a~y government 

can go. There is only so much can be done. 

t1R. ~~Y: All you have to do,my son,is cut out a few booze parties 

and a bit of extravagance and waste and there it is. 

HR. WOODROW: However, Hr. Speaker, 

I thought I would mention that and I thank you very much for your 

attention. 

l·!F.. NEARY: Oh, _ ~e caved in! 

HR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. George's 

!-IRS. ~CISAAC: One brief point, the provision of wheel chairs is good 

wonderful,and we need them. There are quite a few people in my district 

who need ~~heel chairs and quite a few have them through the Red Cross 

and Lions Club and different organizations for which I and they are 

both grateful. But it does not end there. I will give you a specific 

example, Mr. Speaker. In St. George's,for instance,we have a couple 

of people ~•ho are in wheel chairs and who have been crippled for years 

and will spend the rest of their lives in wheel chairs but ,.rho are 

making an effort to upgrade their education and to do something 

worthwhile with their lives. And this is where I thiruc we can be of 

some assist&~ce in providing transportation for tnem,and not only 

providing the transportation but making sure that they have access to 

the main road to avail of that transportation. Xow I speak of a specific 

instance where last year we had a gentleman who was travelling to 

Stephenville to the upgrading school 
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MRS. HACISAAC: 

and I happened to be in the town office at the time 

there for a couple of weeks last year training and was 

successful in getting the town to keep his driveway 

cleared so that he could get his wheelchair down to the 

road or get down to the road in the wheelchair for 

the gentleman who was driving him to Stephenville to 

pick him up. But now this may not necessarily happen next 

year,and he could very well find himself in the position 

where he is snowed in every morning. In fact, on 

several occasions last year the town equipment did not 

get the roads cleared in time and he missed school. 

But there must be some way that maybe the Department of 

Rehabilitation and the Department of Transportation -

the minister just left. I hope he can hear me - can get 

together and maybe solve it.There are very few of those people 

in wheelchairs who are making this attempt to get to 

school every morning. Maybe through some co-ope~ation 

between the two departments they may be able to have 

the Department of Transportation equipment make just 

one cut to the gentleman's door in the morning so that 

his wheelchair can be brought down to the main road in 

order to get him in school. 

Now there is more than one, t.'lere are two 

or three just in my district alone. And I do not think 

it would be all that much of an effort for the Department 

of Transportation equipment to just run up there and 

make one cut so that the wheelchair can get down to the 

road. This is the problem that we are running into in 

the area. We have got people who are disabled who want 

to get an education, who want to upgrade their education 

and yet there is no way in the world that a gentleman can 

take that wheelchair and drag it through two feet of snow 
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J1RS • MACISAAC : 

in the morning. So I hope that maybe through joint 

effort with the Department of Rehabilitation and Transportation 

they can. find a way to get the wheelchairs to the 

main road. 

HR. SPEAKER: The hen. member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, first just a word of advise 

for the member for Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow): I am 

a little concerned with his vicious attack on my colleague 

from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) a few minutes ago. He should 

not be too outspoken. He might want to return to the 

fold one of those days. 

MR. NEARY: The first Liberal candidate declared in the 

1975 election. 

MR. SU1MONS: That is right, the fold he left so hastily 

in 1975. He may wish to return some day. I can understand 

he finds it difficult to defend this particular government 

on rehab because he does not believe what they are doing. 

He knows as a former man of the cloth and a very active 

worker with the Red Cross, he knows full well that if 

there is anywhere where the record of this government is 

truly abysmal, it is in the area of the disabled person. 

Nowhere, Mr. Speaker, will this government have as much 

to answer for when it is all over, when the reckoning 

is done as in the area of the disabled person and how 

little this government has done. 

Mr. Speaker, as a result there are literally 

thousands of people across this Province, some,as my 

colleague bas said 1 without wheelchairs which they need, 

some without eyeglasses which they need, some without 

the attention they need on a daily basis, thousands of 

them, Mr. Speaker, who are literally living out lives of 

quiet frustration, not because they want to, because in 
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MR . SIMMONS: 

their circumstances they have no other choice given, 
- I 

that the government lacks the compassion or t he priority 

to do something a bout their cause. 

Mr. Speaker, the cause o f the disabled is not 

a very politically advar.tageous cause. It i s not one 

that is going to accrue great popular support to your 

cause, to your efforts. It is one that needs a lot more 

attention than it is getting at the moment. 

Hr. Speaker, just a couple of specifics . I 

have been looking at the salary details for the two years, 

for the year we are just into,l978 to 1979,comparing .. 
them to the salary details fo r the preceeding year, 

the year we have just come through, 1977- 1978. I 

note there are a number -- • 
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MR. SIMMONS: 

of new positions, and perhaps the minister would care to 

comment on this when he closes the debate. If my 

comparisons are correct there are eighteen new positions 

this year as compared to last year under the Head 907, 

Rehabilitation. 

I notice there is a new 

director of Special Services, a new consultant on 

alcoholism and drug abuse, a new clerk-stenographer II 

and then underneath services to the mentally retarded 

a new programme director and consultant in mental 

retardation, a new director of mental retardation, a 

new psychologist III, a new psychologist I, a new clerk-

stenographer II and ten new child management specialists. 

Now unless these were else-

where in the detail last year, in some other department or 

division, I am assuming these are new positions. Can the 

minister confirm if that is the case? These are, in 

effect, a net increase of eighteen positions in the area 

of Rehabilitation. If that is the case then the minister 

perhaps in closing the debate could tell us exactly - I 

do not mean exactly but generally what these people are 

going to do and how we are going to utilize the services 

of these additional people. My own suggestion is that I 

would hope they would be deployed where the need is 

greatest and that is throughout the Province where there 

are a number of disabled persons who year in year out never 

have any access to any kind of specialist attention. 

I mention as an example a 

child of about seven or eight or nine in one of the 

communities in my district who has a very acute hearing 

problem and indeed either through the minister's department 

or through some other service, perhaps through the 

Department of Education, I am not sure, she has a rather 
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MR. SIMMONS: elaborate, a rather 

sophisticated device involving a T.V. monitor and she gets 

tapes from some location, one of the departments involved, ·I 
and it is pretty impressive equipment, and I understand 

equipment that costs about $3,000 or $4,000. The 

weakness is that the mother, for all her enthusiasm and 

devotion to getting the youngster to use the equipment, ~. 

the mother is really not equipped- not trained1 I ought 
f 

to say,to very fully utilize the equipment. And when I t 
saw it and saw her attempting to use it, it occurred to ·I 
me that if she had some specialist to visit her on a 

periodic basis - I am not suggesting every week or anything 

like that, but once in a while to orient the mother to 

the equipment. The only training the mother has now is 

what she has gotten by mail and on the telephone. She 

is in touch, I believe, on a weekly or a.twice monthly 

basis with the specialist by phone, probably through the 

Minister of Education's department -

MR. HOUSE: A programme was brought in 

last year whereby itinerant teachers taught parents to 

use this equipment. 

MR. SIMMONS: The minister say itinerant 

teachers? 

MR. HOUSE: Yes. 

MR. SIMMONS: Do they get to these spots? 

MR. HOUSE: I do not think we have it 

spread all around but, of course, she has the equipment 

and, of course, this is the first year it has been in 

use. 

MR. SIMMONS: I see. Yes. I think the 

idea, the outlay of expenditure is certainly a good one 

and well placed but it is not being fully utilized 

because the mother is not at all in a position to know how to 
.-

fully utilize it, and a little personal help from somebody . 
with the proper expertise would certainly help. 
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MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I drew attention 

to the new salary units for two reasons. One, because I 

would like to know what new programme is involved that 

would require these units. And I am not at all 

condemning them; indeed, I think it is a step in the right 

direction if those units are properly deployed. If they 

are just going to add to a hierarchy here in this building 

or here in the city in some other building, well I am not 

sure I can get very excited about spending a couple of 

extra hundreds of thousands of dollars for that purpose. 

But if they are going to be used in a way that the people 

who need them most, disabled people, will have fairly 

direct access to them, then I believe it can be, as I said, 

a step in the right direction. 

Mr. Speaker, looking at the 

estimates of the appropriate Head of expenditure, 

Rehabilitation, you will notice that there is a effective 

increase of about a half million dollars. Last year the 

amount budgeted was ?749,000 - that is the net amount budgeted, 

$749,000 plus the half million or so from the federal 

government whicht 
I ,. 
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Mr. Simmons : because of the change in procedure, the new 

block funding arrangement,without getting into complicated detai~ 

as I read the tt~s there there is a net increase this year over 

last year of about $500 ,('101). That increase is taken up largely 

by two items; the increase in the number of salary units to which 

I have just referred, and secondly, the provision of $200,000 

for the detoxification unit. Again, Mr. Speaker, a very worthwhile 

expenditure as I am sure all members of the House will agree, I will 

point it out now though to draw attention to the fact that it is not 

an expenditure towards the rehabilitation of disabled persons in the 

context we are talking in this particular bill. 

My really, Mr. Speaker, is that in the budget 

despite a new piece of legislation, which as the minister said 

essentially consolidates or puts on paper what has been done anyway, 

my point is that apart from the increase in salaries there is really 

not much of an effective increase in the budgeted' amount for the 

rehabilitation of disabled persons. And that is a sad note, Mr. 

Speaker, because it should be otherwise. There ought to be a sizeable 

increase in the budget in any given year, no matter what the restraints 

are otherwise. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill provides for a registry 

of disabled persons. And perhaps if I could get the attention of the 

Minister of Education again for a minute, I understand his department 

was involved in a registry of certain disabled persons, l·lere these persons 

with mental disabilities only or -

MR. W. HOUSE: See disabilities. 

MR. SIMMONS: Including physical disabilities? 

MR. W. HOUSE: Yes. 

MR. SIMMONS: Where the Minister of Rehab and Recreation might want 

to address himself to that question when he rises as to whether there 

is an overlap here between what the Department of Education has been doing 

or is it the intention of R and R to assume, to take over the 

respohsibility which education has had up to now of compliling an 

appropriate registry of disabled persons in the Province? Is this 

a separate registry or is it one in the same? Perhaps one of the 
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Mr. S immolis : ministers might want to address himself to that. 
· I 

In particular, I would like to know from one of the 

ministers whether that registry is now completed or how far along 

it is, and what the findings have been in terms of the total, in 

terms of the distribution - I am sure they are going to have all 

of these figures in detail, but I am thinking when I said distribution 

I mean it in two ways; the geographic distribution, how many of 

these disabled persons are in fairly remote areas where they would 

have to be relocated to avail of services on a continuing basis1 

or how many of them are in geographic pockets like, for example, Central 

Newfoundland where they could be serviced or served_ I ought to say 

served-say by specialists and services located perhaps in Grand 

Falls and/or Gander who could commute to these people on a regular 

basis? I say distribution in the geographic sense, but I ask about 

the distribution in another sense also: What is the breakdown 

in terms of various disabilities? And that would be useful 

information for the House to have either today or at some point in 

time. 

Mr. Speaker, finally,or just about finally, two 

other points, my second last point for the time being relates to 

whether or not there is any provision in the bill for protection of 

disabled persons against the type of inept appointment that we 

saw in the Syrett case? Now again I am not wanting to get into 

a detailed name-calling match about whether Syrett was right or wrong 

That is not the question I am asking , and I would ask the Minister 

of Rehab not to get his - not to see a red flag on this one, but 

rather to respond to the larger question of - is there something 

in the bill to protect the disabled person again inept appointments? 

These people are going to be directly affected by the kind of person 

they have working with them, not only at the administrative level but 

at the service level as well. And the question I think is very 

germane, Mr. Speaker; is there something in this bill or is the potential 
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Mr • Simmons : there for something in the regulations which would 

guard against inept appointments, which would protect the disabled 

person against the kind of inept appointment that we have been discussing 

in the Exon House situation? 
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MR. S IMHONS : 

a related question, Mr. Speaker; is there something 

in the bill which would protect the disabled person 

against ~olitical interference? the kind of political 

IB-1 

interference we saw in the admission of that young girl 

from Corner Brook to Exon House when the record clearly 

shows that ~he was not at all in the category of a person 

who is normally admitted to that type of institution. 

The question again, Mr. Speaker: is there something in the 

bill that would protect the disabled person against 

political interference? 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I have been looking 

through the budgets for the Department of Rehabilitation 

and Recreation and also the Department of Finance,if I 

can get the attention of the former Minister of Finance 

in the absence of the present minister. Perhaps the 

Minister of Transportation, the former Minister of Finance, 

could indicate to me where it is in the estimates that 

the net revenue from the Liquor corporation shows, how 

would it reflect in the estimates, the net receipts from 

the Liquor Corporation? 

~!R . DOODY: $34 million. 

MR. SIMMONS: They are of the order of $34 million . 

That is the essential information I wanted. The 

other question I would like to have the answer to; 

where do I find it in the estimates? But to my point, 

Mr. Speaker, we are going to get from liquor sales in 

this Province a net return of about $34 million this 

year, probably about $36 million this year. Now we 

used to have somewhere,I believe in the budget for 

Rehabilitation and Recreation,a bit of what we called 

conscience money, $15,000 or $20,000 or $30,000,or I 

think it went up higher than that eventually,to the 
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MR. SIMMONS: 

Alcohol and Drug Addiction Foundation. And I do not 

seem to see it here anymore. Has the government stopped 

supiorting that even with the little pittance that it 

was giving formerly? I do not seem to find it in any 

of the subheads here. Perhaps it is buried somewhere 

else. 

The point I wish to raise on this is surely _ 

with $36 million accruing to the Province for the sale 

of liquor,surely, Mr. Speaker, in the area of rehabilitation 

generally we can do better than $1,747,000. We can do 

a lot better than $1,740,000 when on liquor sales alone, 

Mr. Speaker, we are making $36 million this year. And 

the most ' we c:an do is $1,747,000 to look after the people 

who will go to the new detoxification unit, the people 

who get involved in the Salvation Army ~reatment Center, 

the so called Harbour Light Center on Springdale Street, 

The Canadian National Institute for the Blind, the 

Paraplegic Association, Alcoholism Counselling, the 

whole bit lumped together, Mr. Speaker, and the entire 

range of services that will be provided under the 

auspices of this bill. All told, Mr. Speaker, we 

are paying out out of the public treasury something 

less than $2 million. Is it any wonder, Mr. Speaker, that 

I started my few remarks a few minutes ag~ by saying that 

nowhere is the record of this government 

MR. DOODY: To straighten the record. 

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, all right. 

MR. DOODY: In 1977-1978, $34 million. $37 million in 

1978-1979. 

MR. S IHMONS : I thank the Minister of Transportation for 

helping me find that figure on liquor receipts for the 

Province. 
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MR. DOODY: I have t ·he statement too. 

!iR. SIMMONS: Yes. I ~ave it. Okay . ~hank you. 

Clueing up, Mr. Speaker, I will just repeat 

what I said at the very outset, my fey remarks that nowhere 

is the record of this government so abysmal as in the area 

of the disabled person, in the rehabilitation of disabled 

people. Perhaps the most dramatic way to sum it up is 

to point to the pittance that we are spending in total, · 

$1,747,000 fo r a n effort that deserves a lot more, 

requires a lot more and can afford to have a lot more 

in the light of what we are taking in on liquor sales 

alone. I would imagine the ~inister of Finance has many 

plans for that amount of money , that $36 million. 
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~'R. SHlNONS: But it seems to me that if >ve have our priorities 

straight at all >·Te can find it in our hearts to pay out a lot more 

money than the $1.7 million. Perhaps in committee we can talk 

about SOt:'.e •vays we could spend that extra money, but for the moment, 

~r. Speaker, there is a certain irony here that we spend a fair amount 

of time on what is clearly an important bill. It might not say anything 

new but it certainly puts into law much of the existing practice and 

it is an important bill just the title of it alone, Mr. Speaker. If 

there were nothin2 else but the title, "An Act Respecting The 

Rehabilitation Of Disabled Persons," that alone ::~ak.es it an i:nportant 

bill. That alone says that the House is at least willing to give lip 

service to the subject of rehabilitation of disabled persons. Now if 

it were only ready and willing to give some substance to its lip 

service by providing the kind of money and the kind of services that 

are so badly needed! 

}ffi.. SPEAKER : If the minister now speaks he will close the debate. 

The hen. minister. 

!'IR. HICKEY: l1r. Speaker, the kind of remarks that I have just 

listened to are the kind that I expected to hear during my estimates, 

and I suppose it is never too late to raise some of the issues that mv hen. 

friend from Burgee-Bay d 'Espoir has raised. :<at that he is correct, 

but at least to tell this House and through it the people of the 

P%~vince that he does recognize there are areas such as the development 

of the mentally handicapped or physically handicapped. I suggest that 

if my han. friends had gone through my estimates subhead by subh~ad,or 

if they had picked out some such as the ones that we have just heard 

about and spent less time on the question, the dead horse~so to spe~c, 

of the enquiry on Exon House that we ••auld have had a much better debace. 

and the debate today would have been indeed unnecessa~]. 

Similarily, !1r. Speaker, I am appalled to find that my 

i'lon. friends ori the other side, at least some of them, knmv so little 

about what has been done in the whole field of mental retardation in 

this Province. To accuse this administration, Y-r. Speaker, of having 
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MR. HICKEY: an abysmal record in this area is,to say the least, 

the most astounding statement that I have ever heard in my life,because 

there is no area in the whole social programme insofar as our people 

are concerned that has received more attention than this one we are 

talking about today. My hon. friend referred to additional staff. 

I cannot say that I disagree with him when he says that in a time of 

restraint if those staff, the potential new staff were to be 

stenographers or clerks or something of this nature that he would 

have some concern and he would not be so quick to support it. I do 

not think maybe any of us would fault him for that kind of comment, 

but I am surprised again, Mr. Speaker, that my hon. friend did not 

hear or did not reflect on Hansard my debate in introducing my estimates 

in which I clearly articulated our direct home p~ogramme for the 

mentally retarded and mentally handicapped in the Province. The 

sheltered ~·mrkshops in Lewisporte and in Corner Brook which have been 

an outstanding success, a co-operative effort by government and the 

community insofar as placing the adult handicapped into jobs in the 

community, in the town, getting them into the mainstream of society, 

so to speak. 

And to say that we have given nothing but lip service, 

Mr. Speaker, is indeed unkind, not so much unkind to the government, 

because we have come to expect that from any Opposition,I suppose, 

but unkind to those volunteers and those people ;.;-ho work long hours 

for no pay 

• ;; 

; ~ 

' ; 

. f • 



~lay 8,1978 Tape :-lo. 1943 Al:I-1 

!·fR. HICKEY: in conjunction with my staff to further the 

aims and ~•deed to realize some real success s~ories in the ~1ole 

area of mental retardation and the disabled of this Province. 

;·lr. Speaker, the member for LaPoile(!1r. Neary) 

tells me that his interpretation of this bill indicates to him 

that there is very little new. Now I concur with him when he 

says that back a .number of years ago1 and I cannot state categorically 

that maybe even last week-I would hope he is wrong for the last 

couple of years.I do not know so I will not quarrel with him on it-

but I agree with him when he says that dentures and eyeglasses and 

crutches or wheelchairs and the whole host of those appliances and 

those things which are required for the physically handicapped of 

the Province were not provided and there were no provisions to 

in fact provide them,certainly not on an adzquate basis. P~d he 

is absolutely right when he says that we saw vivid e~amples of 

that in the old Department of welfare. But, Mr. Speaker,the 

hon. gentleman well knows,because I believe he was the architect 

who added on, who changed the Department of Welfare and added on 

the very significant word 'rehabilitation.' 

MR NEARY: Right you are. I changed it. 

iJt. HICKEY: But surely he realizes that the whole 

concept of that was indeed to draw attention to this very problem. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I can go back to my days as Minister of Social 

Services and Rehabilitation, as it was then called, and say without 

any fear of contradiction t:>at there was then no maney or no 

funding for this kind of thing. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, we started 

then to pay a little mo'"e than lip service to t:le whole area 

of rel~bilitation by,during my term of office appointing 1 • 

at least a person at the level of an Assistant Deputy i·linister 

with sole respor.sibility for rehabilitation in its many forms 

t~lroughout ti1is Provi.-"lce. And from that, l-1r. Speaker, t;1is ad:ninistration 

or this government at least, both administrations in the past 

number of years,have moved from that to indeed separate rel~bilitation 
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~tR lUCKEY : fro1n Social Services for tile pt.:rely e:<press pur;;>ose 

of (,\) to place emp~sis on the whole area of rehabilit~tior, to 

fict! funding for it in lar;er a.counts . A:cd, .:r . Speaker , I 

'*"'uld ca.:~llengo! anyone to checl; ;:;.e estimates so::~~; seven years 

abo under c:h.o heading of itehabilitac:ion anc! ci1eck c:hec today and 

I sugsest to you Your Eonot.:r that the record of taose two ad=inistrations 

uill not cot!e out to abys=l , it vill come out to be a very z>ilining 

success in favour of t~is aclr.d::.istracion in t he t:.lolt: area of 

o.ttracting attentior. anC: placing emp:wsis on and ii:tueed go:in:; t:lat 

ot~er step of putticg our =oney vnere our mot.:th is, to do so~eching 

in fact for rehauilitatioo of chose unfortunate people in our 

Province . 

;.lith regard to tne point raised by my :1on. 

friend frooli Conce?tion Cay !:o·.th C·!r. :\ol=),!!r. Speaker, I 

can tell him tlult '"'i1en I first saw tl'le bill tne tiling l said 

co my staff, C/ senior scaff,was chat in fact there s~ouli be 

a disabled person on the appeal board , at least one. And we 

talked about t~e prospects of ac~ing or chanGing the present 

bill, .mci I can say to til.is Uouse, i-lr. Speaker , that some <.Jay 

\.Till be found to cio just that. That shou.lJ lle :10thing net.· to 

111y ;lon . friends opposite . I hope they can accept the fact that 

indeed that was an error because agaiu 
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~lR. HICKEY: the record of this administration is certainly not, 

!!r. Speaker, to deny those people to whom this legislation applies , 

to deny them the opportunity to sit in judgement of their fello~·Y 

citizens,but indeed it is consistent and to be consistent with what 

;ol'e are doing in the Department of Social Services where a number of 

social assistance recipients make up that appeal beard. Why indeed, 

:·!r. Speaker, 1-Tould we want not to do the same thing in this very, very 

important area of the physically and mentally handicapped! So I can 

tell my han. friend and set his mind at ease that the legislation will 

be so amended in committee stage. 

:1r. Speaker, the reference to the staff made by the hon. 

member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir, he mentioned a number of positions, 

child management specialists I believe was one 1and I can tell him that 

those people are indeed not to be housed in the Confederation Building 

or in headquarters office at all but will find th:mselves out in the 

regions of this P;:-ovince visiti:i'lg homes, providing the kind of assistance, 

~1r. Speaker, that should have been provided fifteen years ago, twenty 

years ago. We have some already in various centres as I 1·7ent into ~vhen 

I introduced my estimates. That programme, Mr. Speaker, is such a 

tremendous success that it is the intention of the administration to 

enlarge upon it and to increase that effort and that is what those 

positions are all about. 

Again,and I do not really wish to get into the debate on 

Exon House as there has been enough said about 'that and anything that 

is said further on the issue to me is just pure repetition, Mr. Speaker, 

the teal emphasis, the real programme of this administration for the 

mentally retarded of this Province is not to house them in institutions 

such as Exon House. It is to take the services out to the community, -

into the home, work with the parents, provide the programmes, provide 

the opportunity for training for full development and to keep them out 

of such institutions and keep them within their o~vn home environment and 

to indeed have the parents acknowledge that they too have a responsibility 

to the retarded children that they give birth to. It is not,as I said at 

'TiT 
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MR . HICKE'!: estimate tioe, it .is not t~e responsibility 9urel of the 

state. It is the responsibility of the 9arent in the first ins-tallce, 

but it is mos t certainly the responsibility of the state to see to it 

that t hose people who are less fortunate than ourselves have fcll 

oppor~unity for full development to the highest level and to have an 

opportunity as well in that developl!'.ent to gainful emplo:nr.e~c ;:o t~e 

zreatest level or to the greatest degree, 

Mr. Speaker , this legislation does t\<o th:ings ,and I did 

no-t in my opening remarl'.s, because obviously a minister has an opportunity 

to close the debate, l did not go into detail, to spell out t~ose things, 

some of those things as raised by my hen. friends opposite , my 
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MR. HICKEY: 

interpretation of this legislation, Mr. Speaker, is 

somewhat different from that of the Opposition. My 

interpretation of number 7, for example,is it has 

wide ranging significance, wide ranging power to me. 

It says 1 and I quote, ~Every disabled person is entitled 

to be provided with rehabilitation services if he or ~-

she is ordinarily resident in the Province and eligible~ as 

determined by the regulations, for rehabilitation services." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the regulations are listed. 

There is another section 8 (b) which says, 

"Appliances designed to support or take the place of 

a part of the body or to increase the activity of a sensory 

organ.~ (e) ~occupational tools, books, material, 

equipment and other personal property deemed necessary 

for rehabilitation purposes.~ (i) ~such other 

goods or services as the minister deems necess~ry for the 

better carrying out of the intent of this Act.~ 

Mr. Speaker, under the heading 6, "Powers 

Of The Minister". To me, Mr. Speaker, it is abundantly 

clear that really as far as funding will permit those 

very issues that my hon. friends talk about, not only 

does it say that government is desirous and anxious to 

provide but enshrines the right of the mentally and 

physically handicapped people of this Province to 

demand those very same things now when this passes under 

law whereas heretoforeit was purely by a minute in council. 

It was at the whim at the government. The significance 

of that particular aspect of this legislation seems to 

have escaped the bon. gentlemen opposite or at least 

most of them. 

So, to me, Mr. Speaker, it is a very important 

day for the mentally and physically handicapped citizens 
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J1R. HICKEY : 

of this Province. Their rights are being attended to. 

Their rights are being guaranteed in legislation whereas 

before it was by wish or by desire or whim of any 

government. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKEY: The issues, Your Honour, that you raised, 

that yourself raised, I cannot clearly answer for you. I 

will certainly guarantee you an answer between now and 

tomorrow. I would,again if I might speculate, I would 

suggest to you that again within a limited budget under 

this legislation there should be provisions for those 

very things that 'you referred to that Your Honour 

refers to, being carried out. The only restrictions 

that I see from this legislation is in fact a restriction 

in terms of funding and one cannot alwa~s project certainly 

accurately from time to time what kind of funding will 

be expended. 

I would hope, Mr. Speaker, and in keeping 

with the determination of this government, I would 

hope that no person in this Province who is desirous 

and who has some initiative to improve their individual 
< 

lot 1 be they mentally retarded or physically handicapped, d 
I would hate to see the time when they would be denied j 

't 

I 
that opportunity purely because of a lack of funds. I ~ 

do not think that time is going to come, Mr. Speaker, 

and for that reason I see this as a pretty important 

piece of legislation as affects those two groups. 

The point made by my colleague, the Minister 

of Social Services (Mr. Brett),I think is an excellent 

one, to borrow from the situation in Manitoba because 

appliances are very costly and surely I think all of us 

know that there are appliance of one kind and another 

around this Province, in the attics or in rooms in houses 
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HR. lUCKEY: 

not used. I would suggest that if we had a center 

designed purely for that I think we might be surprised 

to find out how many people would indeed be able to 

donate appliances of tnis type and with some funding 

ourselves we certainly should be able to go the rest 

of the way. 

Mr. Speaker, finally a point made by the 

member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) in relation 

to protection for the mentally retarded or the disabled 

persons insofar as staff appointment. There is no 

such protection in this act, in the context that he 

draws our attention to. There is no need, Mr. 

Speaker, no need at all. The protection insofar as the 

incident that he refers to is vested in the department, 

in the minister,vhoever that minister might be. 
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Mr. Hickey: I can allay any fears that he might have or anybody 

else that after that unfortunate experience I doubt if any minister-

certainly I will not, and I have not, and even as recently as three 

or four days ago I have requested the Public Serv±ce to give me in 

writing a letter which tells me that;(a) the qualifications have been 

verified; and (b) the references have been checked out, and the 

employment record has been checked out. And that when I have that 

in writing then I will appoint or choose a person from that list. ~ 

do not think my han. friend opposite have any worries there, and I 

do not think that we have to enshrine that into legislation. Indeed 

it is a crazy suggestion to suggest that, that kind of thing to be 

placed in a bill before the House. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, I have answered all of 

the questions, all the enquiries from han. members. I would hope so 

at least. Let me say in closing that we look forward to working 

under this legislation, and to broadening anr ever expanding the whole 

area of services to the mentally and physically handicapped people 

of the Province. And again I repeat, Mr. Speaker, because it cannot 

be repeated too often,that apparently while we acknowledge there is 

misunderstanding among our citizens, among the people outside of this 

Chamber as to what is going on in this whole field of mental retardation 

and the physically handicapped, hut I did not know, Mr. Speaker, that 

there was such a misunderstanding right in this Chamber. And I would 

suggest that han. gentlemen might do well indeed to take a look at 

what really is going on into this area, and certainly educate themselves 

accordingly. 

I move second reading. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear. 

On motion, a bill, "An Act Respecting The Rehabilitation 

Of Disabled Persons", read a second time, ordered referred to a 

Committee of the Whole House presently by leave. (r,ill ~lo .17) 

Motion, second reading, "An Act To Regulate The Discounting 

Of Income Tax Refunds:· (Bill No. 21) 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the Minister of Consumers Affairs and the 

Environment. 

I 

~ 
r 
~ 
I 
I: 
r 

.'f , 
r 



May 8, 1978 Tape 1951 NM- 2 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, this is a new bill with reference 

to, as it states, income tax refunds. Up to this year, although 

Minister of Consumer Affairs for three years, attending meetings 

on the Mainland, I, had heard many discussions on the income 

tax refunder and the loan sharks, this type of thing, I was quite 

unaware of what the implications of these refund people were until 

this year when an ad appeared in our local papers, dated February 15th., 

advising the opening of an office here in the city of St. John's, 

Because of our familiarity with what had happened on the Mainland, 

we immediately designed this bill, and the bill is basicallv to protect 

the person who is in many cases short of cash, and around income tax time 

someone suggest to you that we will prepare your income tax, what 

you are owed as a refund instead of waiting perhaps four, five, six, 

seven weeks as has been the case,we will give you cash immediately 

for it. Now there is nowhere in the world can any minister or any 

department control how a person spends their own money. We can 

advise them, we can put out all of the education we want,but there 

is no one who can prevent anybody who wants to buy a Cadillac ~ar 

who can only afford a Volkswagon,say,from doing same. 

So immediately we set to work and with the 

Department of Justice we framed this bill. It is a very simple bill, 

and it just sets out-it is a bill of general application- ~nd it is 

just designed to regulate persons involved in the discounting of 

income tax refunds. It also applies to unemployment insurance refunds, 

the Canadian Pension Act and many other ways where a person is due 

monies back mainly from the federal government. And this group of 

people will give you cash perhaps for half or perhaps for a quarter or 

perhaps three-quarters of what that refund is worth. I think the 

basic thing 
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MR. MURPHY: in this bill is that no 

matter what arrangements you make with these income tax 

discounters you must receive a minimum of 90 per cent of 
. I 
· ! 

the amoun~ due you. So that is a simple thing in the 

whole act and I have much pleasure in moving second 

reading. 

On motion, a bill, "An Act 

To Regulate The Discounting Of Income Tax Refunds," read . 

a second time, ordered referred to a Committee of the 

whole House presently by leave, carried. (Bill No. 21) • 

MR. PECKFORD: Committee of the Whole. 

On motion, that the House 

resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on said bills, 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

Bill No. 12. 

Shall clause 1, carry? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order! 

MR. NEARY: Sir, are we going to take the 

advice of the hon.Leader of the Opposition and put a book 

downstairs in the lobby of confederation Building? 

MR. W.N.ROWE: Book of the Dead. 

MR. NEARY: Book of the Dead? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Tomorrow, by leave. 

MR. NEARY: Okay. 

MR. DOODY: The author is to please 

stand up. 

A bill, "An Act To Repeal 

The Government-Pyramid Mobile Homes (1959) Limited 

(Confirmation of Agreement) Act." (Bill No.l2). 

Motion, that the Committee 

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried. 



May 8, 1978, Tape 1952, Page 2 -- apb 

MR. PECKFORD: Bill No. 9. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Bill No. 9. 

A bill, "An Act To Amend The 

Adoption Of Children Act." (Bill No. 9). 

Motion, that the Committee 

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried. 

MR. PECKFORD: Bill No. 21. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Bill No. 21. 

On motion, clauses 1 

through 13, carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall the enacting clause 

carry? 

MR . NEARY: Mr. Chairman, Your Honour got 

a little bit too fast for me there. Section 13, make it 
rl 

retroactive to February 15, is there any reason for that? r 
- · MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member wishes to 

revert to 13? By leave? 

MR. NEARY: Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: By leave. 

MR. MURPHY: That was the day that the 

advertisement appeared in the paper. We immediately 

contacted them and told them that in view of the fact they 
•• 

- ~ had moved in, and in view of what . I 
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MR. MURPHY: we had heard about1 that we 

were serving notice. Now whether this will hold up or 

not we do not know. We told them on that day that we 

were immediately enacting this legislation and we would 

make it so anybody who dealt with them from that day on, 

that it would take some time to put the act through, we 

would immediately go and declare them as being illegal 

and we would fight the case. As I say, we took the 

chance that it could become effective retroactively. 

But we gave them notice in writing to that effect. 

MR. NEARY: Did you receive any complaints 

in that length of time? 

MR. MURPHY: We did receive several. An 

extraordinary thing; only yesterday I discovered that they 

had moved out of the Province into some other province. 

I am checking the whole thing out so if there is any 

information that anybody wants we will be only too happy 

to give it to them in the next few months. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: Good~ That was quick 

action on the part of the minister. Let me commend the 

minister on his quick and prompt action, Sir, picking up 

the paper down in Sarasota. 

MR. MURPHY: On behalf of my wife and 

family, I thank the hon. gentleman very sincerely. 

MR. NEARY: on behalf of the consituents 

in Sarasota. 

MR. MURPHY: That was a good, clean 

unpolluted air on the beach in Sarasota that did all that. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: I have been down there myself, 

Sir, with the children, a year or so ago. And I saw the 

hon. minister down there and I must say, I envied him this 

year. But, Sir, I must commend him, picking up the local 

newspaper and saying, The people of Newfoundland are being 

treated unfairly by these income tax discounters, and 

sitting down there on the beach, Sir, the lovely beach in 

.. 
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MR. W.N.ROWE: Sarasota, and writinc;1 a 

letter. 

MR. MURPHY: I paid my own way, every 

cent. · 

MR. W.N.ROWE: I am sure the hon. minister 

did. 

MR. MURPHY: Yes. 

MR. W.N.ROWE: I am sure he did, Sir. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. W.N.ROWE: Any chance of making a 

speech in the House? Sir, after having been so well 

put in my place by the Clerk of the House I am going to 

resume my seat. She is the only one, Sir, I would let 

do it. 

A bill, "An Act To Regulate 

The Discounting Of Income Tax Refunds." (Bill No. 2J.). 

Motion, that the Committee 

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried. 

MR. PECKFORD: Bill No. 17. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Bill No. 17. 

On motion, clauses 1 through 

8 carried. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 9 carry? 

MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Chairman, on clause 9 

there, subsection 2, we want to add - there is a section 

(a) and (b) to the appointment of the board, the 

Rehabilitation Appeal Board, (a) is the appointment of a 

assistant deputy minister and (b) is two other persons 

which shall be designated by the minister. We wish to amend 

it and put in a section (c) there; "One handicapped person 

from the general public." 

MR. NEARY: The Opposition scores again. 

MR. MURPHY: That is what you are here for, 

to do something constructive. 

-
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MR. PECKFORD: On.e handicapped person i;rOlll 
i 

the general public. : l 
I 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! : i 
MR. cHAIRMAN: It is moved that subsection 

I 

-"I 
be included as the minister states. Is it the wish to 

the Committee to adopt the amendment? Those in favour 

'aye', contrary 'nay', carried. -. ' 
:.....,-.... ·· 

On motion, clause 9 as 

amended, carried. 

On motion, clauses 10 and 

11, carried. 

MR. NEARY: It is six o' cloc,k, Mr. 

Chairman. It is six o'clock. 

MR. MURPij'Y : We can stop the clock. 

MR. NEARY: No. No stopping the clock. 

MR. CHAI.RMAN: It is six o.' clock a I will -
leave the Chair until eight o'clock. 
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QUESTION *22 

11r. Neary (LaPoile) - to ask the Honourable the 

Minister of S:ealth to l ay upon the Table of the i!ouse 

the follO\.,.ing information : 

(a) How many Psychiatrists were recruited outside 

the Province in 1974, 1975 , 1976 ana 19 ? 

(b) In to~hat provinces or countries •..;ere these 

psychiatrists recruited? 

ANS>>/ER 

(a} 1974 0 

1975 3 

1976 1 

1977 0 

(b) England 2 

Ireland 2 
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~lR. ~ (LaPoile) To ask the Honourable the Hinis!:er of Health 

to lay upon the -able -of tile :louse the fol_owi.ng informacion: 

(a) 'flhil.t: financ ial con=ibut:ion does the Goverrune::t: 

make towards the hospital at ~hurchi.l1 falls? 

(b) How w.any doctors .;re on s-caf:: at the ho~pi~l at: 

Churchill Falls? 

(c ) How many nurses on staff at the Churchill Fa s 

hospital? 

(d) Other staff em!?loyed by the hospital at Churchill 

Falls? 

:'or t.~e fiscal year Ap:r:il 1 , 977 to 1-'.a:r:ch 31 , 1978 , 

(a) The financial contribution by Gover-:mtent towa_""tis 

the hospital at Churchill ;"alls ·;;as $159,000 

(b) There were two doctors on su=: at: tile hospJ.ta l 

(cl There were five nurses on staff at t;,e hOS!?ita1 

(d) There were five other sta.f: employed b y the hospital 

----- -- ----
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OUEST I ON ,145 

.'>lr. Neary (LaPoi leJ- to ask the Honou rab le the !•linis7~r 

of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the following 

information: 

A statement showing the number of attempted sui ·: i c;es 

in Newfoundland and Labrador for The calendar year 

1975, I 976 and 1977 . 

ANS'IIER 

information gathered within the riealth reporti ng 

system. 

Aori I 5. 1978 
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MR. NE.O,.RY {LaPoile) To ask tile Honourable the :-tiniste~ of P.ealt.h 

to lay upon the Table of the House t:he fallowing informadon : 

(1) What: financial assistance towards capital and 

operating expense,s of Int;e.rnational Grenfell 

Association were provided by the Government; dur~g 

the current fi scal year? 

(2) ~~s t:he Internat;ional Grenfell Association requested 

addit:ional funds? If so, give detai_s of such 

representations and the response :nade b_y Govert:ment 

towards same. 

ANSI'IER: 

Financial ass-iso::anc·e -approved towards opcrat:ing e"{'cnses of the 

International Grenfell Association during the fiscal year !977-78 

is as follows: 

(l) On accoun;:: of hospit;a!s and nursing S~t;ions 
On account of Medical and Other Serv : ces 
(Public heal til, dental, etc . l 

s 9,605,000 
2,197,000 

Sl2, 0C2 , 000 

(2) Reques-t:s from I.G .A. '"ere for appro><imately $191,000 

mor-e t:.han t:he amount approved. The ccouctions were made to 

bring requests in line wi~; qeneral gove:rr~ental and 

departmental policies !:"egarding salary scales, et:c. -· 

.I 
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QUESTION ~'28 

Mr. Neary <LaPoi !el - o ask t he onourab la he 

Minister of Health to lay upon t he Tabl e of he .ouse t e 

following Information: 

Tot<J I number of i I legitimate b i rt s in he Prov [nee 

ror the calendar year , 1977? 

Ar this aate we cannot confirm the ri nal . figure 

because there has to be a I I cwance ror. late 

regi strations . 

Considering reg i s tr a·t i ons , o date '<~e wou I o esi" i mare 

Th e number of l lleg i imate o l rths for 1977 to 

T<>ta I I 100 . 

MARCH 22, 1978 
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The Committee resumed at 8:80 P.M. 

Mr. Chairman in the Chair . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

If hon. members will permit me, in 

the gallery we have visitors that the Committee.! am sure,would like 

to welcome, Dr. Robert Quigley and members of the Prelife Group. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. PECKFORD: If I may , Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Mines and Resources. 

MR. PECKFORD: It is a little bit odd. This afternoon 

just before we broke for Supper I had moved an amendment to Section (9) 

of the Act under discussion, Bill No. 17, adding section (c) to Section 

(9) to include a handicapped person from the general public be also 

one of the people that wbo ~10uld be appointed to serve on the 

Rehabilitation Apoeal Board . On fur t her reflection, and if I have 

the leave of the Committee, because that addition would give four 

people on the Appeal Board which is an even number and which it makes 

it sort of difficult when there is a tie and so on,I am wondering if 

the Committee would give me leave to make the following amendment, 

Have 9 (2)(a) remain the Assistant Deputy Minister; (b) one other 

person instead of two; and (c) the one that I had added , in any case, 

one handicapped person. That would keep the Committee at three, and 

then you would eliminate the tie situation, and still accomolish 

what I had intended and was trying to accomplish just before Supper. 

So if I have the leave I would ask the Opposition House Leader to 

confirm that this is all right with the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that we 

were the ones, Sir, on this side of the House who su!]gested that a 

disabled person be put on that Committee, of course we will go along . 
with changing 9(b) to one other person. And then add (c) a disabled 

person would also be placed on the Committee. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The han. Minister of Rehabilitation and Recreation . 

MR. HICKEY : Mr. Chairman, I ~rant to thank t he Opoosition for 

agreeing, but want to correct the record. It is not the 

5541. 
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Mr. Hickey: Opposition's suggestion. This was our suggestion, 

my suggestion to the staff,so that the record is correct. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

I understand that the han. minister has asked 

leave to make an amendment tb .9(2) (b)? I understand the hon. 

minister has leave? 

PK - 2 

It is moved that 9 (2) (b) be amended as suggested. 

Is it the wish of the Committee to adopt this amendment? Those in favour 

"Aye", coRtrary "Nay". Carried. 

"Nay". Carried. 

MR. CHA I Rr~AN: 

amendment, carried. 

Disabled Persons." 

9 as amended , those in favour "Aye" , contrary 

Shall Clause 12 carry? 

On motion Clauses 12 to 13 carried. 

Motion, that the committee report the bill with 

A bill, "An Respecting The Rehabilitation Of 

Motion that the Committee rise report progress 

and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion that the Committee rise, report progress 

and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Chairman of Committees. 

MR. CHAIRMAN! Mr. Speaker, the Committee has considered the matters 

to them referred, ordered me to report having passed Bill No. 

17 withan amendment, and asked leave to sit a9ain. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chairman of the Corrmi ttee of the Who 1 e reports 

that they have considered the matters to them referred, have directed 

him to report Bill ~!o. 17 with amendment. 

On motion report received and adopted. 

MR. SPEAKER: ~/hen sha 11 the amendment be read a first time? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Now. 

On motion amendments read a first and second time. 

On motion Bill read a third time on tomorrow. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Chairman of Committees. 

MR. CHAI RMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole have 

considered the matters to them referred, have directed me to reoort 

Bills Nos. 12, 9, and 21 without amendment -, and ask leave to sit again. 

MR. SPEAKEq: The Chairman of the Committee reports that they 

have considered the matters to them referred and have passed Bills Nos. 

12, 9, and 21 1·dthout amendnent, and ask leave to sit agin. 

On motion report received and adopted, Committee 

ordered to sit again on tomorrow. 
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:u1. SPEA!<J::R :· 

~JR. PECKFORD: 

:.:c - -

~lotion 6. 

The han. the Hinister of ~lines and Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the ~tinister of 

Justice in whose name the motion is on the Order Paper~ What we are doing 

h.ore is the motion that both sides of the douse agreed on, and this is to 

move"that a Committee of Privileges and Elections to consist of the hen. the 

member for St. John's East (Hr. Marshall), the hon. the member for 

Grand Falls (Hr. Lundrigan), the hen. the memoer for Kilbride (Mr. Wells), 

the han. the Leader of the Opposition. and the han. the member for the 

Straits of Belle Isle (~~. Roberts) be appointed to examine into the 

privileges and immunities of members of the House of Assembly." Of course, 

l1r. Speaker, this motion arises out of the problems, if you will, or 

actions that have come up in this han. House in the last week or two as it 

relates to the privileges of hon. members, because during the past week or 

so there have been certain actions taken ~<hich perhaps infringe upon tl1e 

immunity of hen. members and this Committee, therefore, is thought 

desirable to perhaps more specifically define or at least review the 

situation as it relates to hen. members in this han. House. And therefore, 

this Coiiiiiiittee is being established of mostly learned hen. members of the 

House who are fairly familiar with the rules, to sit and to review the 

privileges and to bring in recommendations to the full House as to how the 

privileges of hen. members and immunities and all the rest of it should be 

handled in the future in case similar circumstances arise in the future 

as have arisen in the last week or so. 

The Minister of Justice not being here, 

I thought it advisable to get up in his place,as acting House Leader for 

the government, to speak generally on the motion before us. Now I do not 

imagine, l1r. Speaker, that this motion will take all that length of time 

to pass and I think all hen. members on both sides of the House agree with 

the intent and I hope with the specifics of the motion so that we can 

get on with having the Committee set up, and hence, after it has been 

set up by the House, to meet and to fully review the privileges of hen. 

wenoers ar .. ..i brin6 i n recornwenUations as to ~1ow we SLlOuld govern ourselveti 

in future. 
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PJ:Ci(E\JRD: So that i,; essentially tile t.~hole l'urpose 

of the motion, :Ir. Speaker. :~o doubt hon. members could, or I could if I 

so wished get into a lot of the detail that went on that led up to this 

motion but I do not think it is necessary, I think most han. members are 

aware of it and,therefore, I will just sit down and let somebody from the 

opposite side give their position on it. I understand they are in 

agreement with it. The only content~ point, perhaps, could be the 

composition of the Committee, but on that I do not think there should be 

any really serious disagreement. So I would entertain some reaction from 

the other side and see how hon. gentlemen opposite would like to proceed 

witu the motion. 

HR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

}!:' •• NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the motion before the House is 

that the hon. the Hinister of Justice move"that a Committee of Privileges 

and Elections to consist of the hon. the member for St. John's East 

(i'•!r. l"uarshall) , the hon. the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) , the 

hon. the member for Kilbride (i-lr. Wells), the hon. the Leader of tae 

Opposition and the hon. the member for the Straits of Belle Isle (Hr. Roberts) 

be appointed to examine into the }lrivileges and immunities of members of the 

!:louse of Assembly." Now when that motion was made, Mr. Speaker, members 

were not aware -including the gentleman who moved the motion, by the way 

were not aware that after we changed the rules of this House, after we 

amended the rules a couple of years ago, provision was made for a Standing 

Committee on Elections and Privileges. So the only thing that we need do 

now is to appoint the members to the Committee. The members have never been 

appointed. 

Hy first observation, Sir, is this,that first 

of all I want to point out to members that the ttlnister of Justice, himself, 

was named in the original group of five ministers. The Minister of Justice 

later approached me as the Opposition House Leader to ask for approval to 

withdraw his name, because 1hon. members may recall, the first matter to be 

referred to the new Committee on Elections and Privileges is the matter of 

a breach of privilege of the :iouse t hat I raised last week , and Your :lonour 
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~rp_ , :lEAP.Y: prima facie case,that my privileges in this 

House had been breached,and that the matter should be referred to the 

r.ammittee on Elections and Privileges. That point, Sir, is a very, very 

significant and a very important point and I will just repeat it for the 

sake of those who may not have caught it when Your Honour gave the ruling. 

Your Honour's ruling was that my privileges -

at least Your Honour felt that I had laid out a prima facie case,and Your 

Honour agreed that there was a very strong possibility because of the case 

that I made that the matter should be referred to the Committee on Elections 

and Privileges. The Minister of Justice,feeling that his officials could 

possibly be brought into focus because they were the ones that drafted the 

warrant to search my office,and the committee that was dealing with this 

matter, this prima facie case that I had laid out where indeed my privileges 

had been breached in this House,that no doubt they would have to do some 

research in the ~inister of Justice's Department '"ith the officials of the 

Department of Justice. So the minister felt in all fairness he should 

withdraw from the committee and I completely agreed and the minister withdrew. 

Now up to that point we had five la~.ryers on the committee, five, and now we 

have four lawyers and one layman, the layman being the member for Grand 

Falls (!~r. Lundrigan). I thought originally, Sir, that there were too many 

lawyers on the committee. I still feel that four lawyers, four lawyers lined 

up against my hen. friend from Grand Falls (~r.Lundrigan),es good as he is, 

as strong as he is, as good a debater as he is, and a gentleman who may 

have high principles, high moral princip~es,would still think that the 

hon. gentleman could be persuaded, could be knocked down, his agruments 

could be turned around with four lawyers on the committe. It is not t~at I 

have anything against lawyers, Sir, but it could conceivably happen. And of 

course the other thing is that there are three members from the government 

side. Members \.rill have to face up to that, that tl•rce of the lawyers-or 

three of the members,rather, n:o of them being lawyers, are from the 

opposite side of the House and the other two are from this side. So a 

cmmittee will be outnumbered as far as la,.ryers are concerned four to one 
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"ll. ~!EAP.Y: and as far as partisan politics are concerned 

three to t~~o. I would hope, Sir, and I would not want to think otherwise, 

that the hon. gentleman who have been appointed to this committee by Yo~r 

Honour~ the Speaker, the hon. member for St. John's East (~r. Marshall) and 

the hon. member for Kilbride (Mr .Wells), the two lawyers on the committee , 

would not use this committee for any partisan purposes because that is not 

the point of the committee. If that happened, Sir, it would undermine not 

only the committee but it would undermine the House itself-if that happened. 

I would think that it would not happen. It is just one of these committees, 

?'r. Speaker, where decisions are not and cannot be made along partisan political 

lines. And my hon. friend from St. John's East (!-!r.Harshall) I think 

realizes that .Sol would hope, Sir, that the gentlemen,especially on the 

opposite benches,who are appointed to this committee will take their 

responsibilities very, very seriously and not in any way,shape or form allo~ 

themselves ever to base any decisions or be persuaded to make decisions 

along partisan political lines. 

In other jurisdictions, ~r. Speaker, I 

might point out in the Senate, in the research that I have done - and I 

believe Your Honour has done some recently 1 too , on eommittees en Elections 

and Privileges-that the Senate Committee real~y has not functioned that 

much; th~y hold no meetings, a very important Committee of the Senate. Your 

Honour was looking forprecedents, recently and I was searching for precedents 

myself and I believe Your Honour and I were probably following the same 

route,could not - there was a precedent as they thought in the Senate where 

a matter was referred to the Committee on Elections and Privileges and the 

committee never, ever met , at least there is no record of the committee 

meeting. You will find the same thing happening in other jurisdictions 

••here I guess so seldom, Mr. Speaker, so seldom is the cormnittee called 

upon to make a major decision as far as members' immunity is concerned, as 

far 

5547 



~L - 1 

:iR. :li!:ARY: as far as the privileges of members of the 

House are concerned, that they are called upon so rarely to decide on 

these matters that the Committees do not hold regular meetings and in 

some instances ,I would think, they are pretty well defunct. Now in tt1is 

House we had not even appointed members to the Committee, and tve tmuld 

not have appointed members to the Committee but for the unfortunate 

situation that arose last week when a warrant was obtained by a peace 

officer in the court. And the officer who went down to take the oath 

and swear the affidavit said that in his opinion he thought a cr~e had 

been committed and the crime was that somebody outside of this House had 

extorted ~5,000 from the Provincial Government, that a Hr. Davidson had 

indeed induced the Provincial Government to pay him $5,000 under threat 

of his exposing corruption in government. That warrant was obtained, 

Sir, and as a result of that my hon. friend's office was searched. 

uR. F.L'{RELL: 

l'IR. NEARY: 

\-iith my permission. 

With the hon. gentleman's permission? 

You mean they came with a search warrant and the hon. gentleman gave them 

permission? Well, it is too bad I was not here to give them permission 

because they would have had it. Not only could they have permission but 

they could have very easily had what they wanted. But they went to the 

hon. gentleman's office with a search warrant - a warrant to search and 

in that warrant to search - I do not know if my hon. fl:iend looked at it 

or not - in that warrant to search the hon. gentleman's office was an 

alleged crime. Did the hon. gentleman know that? 

DR. FARRELL: No, Sir. 

!1R. NEARY: And the alleged crime was - and the RCMP 

~eace officer had taken a note swearing to this; I presume the two search 

warrants were the same the alleged crime was that Ur. Davidson had 

induced this government to pay him $5,000, otherwise he would disclose 

corruption in the government. And, Hr. Speaker, the han. gentleman says 

he did not know that. Well, I know it because I have a copy of the 

search warrant. ,\nd, Mr. Speaker, as Your Honour knows, I went to Your 

.lonour and I pointed out to Your ~lonour privately, although Your :lonour 

could not, I sup pose, oring private matters t llat are discus sed before tile 
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l!ouse, but I cio not think I am divulging 

any confidence - tne Leader of the Opposition and myself went to visit 

Your Honour to point out that in this search warrant, this warrant to 

search my hen. friend's office and uy office wnere the case was laid 

out that a crime had been committed, that in the House the Minister of 

Transportation and Communications, the former Minister of Finance and 

former President of the Treasury Board, told the House that indeed 

$5,000 was not extorted from the government, that Mr. Davidson did not 

induce the government to pay $5,000. The minister told us that the 

$5,000 was paid as a legitimate claim on the Public Treasury for services 

rendered. Is my han. friend aware of that? 

DR. FARRELL: Yes. 

HR. NEARY: }'!y han. friend is aware of it? \fell, then, 

if my han. friend is aware of it he must also be as aware of it as I am 

that in that case our offices were searc~ed under false pretences. 

HR. ~!URPHY: Why bring it up in the House now? Is not 

that the purpose of setting up the Committee? 

HR. NEARY: That is right. 

HR. MURPHY: Do we have to go through it all now here tonight? 

HR. NEARY: 

HR. HURPHY: 

now,let us forget it. 

MR. NEARY: 

No, I am just saying that if the Committee -

If the han. member is going to settle it all 

No, I am not settling it all now, Sir, 

I am just laying out some facts in case the hen. gentleman is not in 

possession of the facts. I am laying out a few facts. So therefore, 

I asked Your Honour if Your Honour would mention this when Your Honour 

was handing down the decision in the House, but Your Honour could not do 

that and so I am telling the House now that I did go to Your tionour witi1 

the Leader of the Opposition and we established that indeed there was no 

$5,000 at all extorted from the government, it was paid for services 

rendered. 

HR. MURPHY : A $5,000. 

;:y ~•on. frienci does not believe that ? 

I saia ' a $5, JOU.1 h·uicL SS , GOU ? 
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.::l. :·:Uill':IY : 

~Jenty 'five thousands'? 

!Ul. :<EUY: 

clR. :~lfRP!fi : 

:JR. N'E.\...'tY: 

_.... - 3 

'Wa:> there one , cwo , cen , fifteen , 

There was only one . 

Is this a fact? 

That is a fact . 

HR. HURPHY : I see. T"11e best place .for this in in Committee. 

MR. i'<"EARY : TI1e other $5 , 000 , i f indeed it was paid , 

cat~e out of patty f unds. And if it was paid and it •Jas extortion and it 

was or i bery, then the party who paid it is equall y as ~uilcy as t he 

party who received i c. 
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Is my han. friend a~ta re of that? MR . EA RY: 

t1R. t-1U RPHY: I am just aware ti1ere is a Committee set 

up to investigate all of these things. Is the han. member going to 

conduct a one-man -

MR. NEARY: No, no, no. The Committee is not set up 

to investigate these. 

MR. MURPHY: A. real bounty hunter. 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker, the Committee is not set up 

to investigate these things, although when I am presenting my evidence 

I will be presenting evidence to the Committee along the lines that 

just outlined. If the Committee had been set up perhaps in the 

beginning,Your Honour might have referred - when the RCMP came to Your 

Honour to ask permission to raid the two offices,to search the two 

offices, Your Honour might have referred it, might have indeed 

referred it to the Committee on Elections and Privileges. Your 

Honour was at a bit of a handicapped because there was no Committee 

at that particular time. If the Committee had been there maybe this 

would -maybe, I am only sayin9, maybe - it would not have happened. 

So ~1e find ourselves in the embarrassing situation where a warrant 

to search a member's office would look to me like it was obtained 

under false pretenses , that somebody was duped, duved. And I do not 

think it was the RCMP~ I think they are doing their job, Sir, sincerely 

and conscientiously and honestly. But I do believe, Mr. Speaker, it is 

my opinion, and I do not kno~1 if it ~·as deliberate or otherwise,that the 

Justice Department in wording the ~tarrant to search for the RCMP 
I 

constab~e or corporal, either deliberately or , otherwise duped the 

RCMP,iuyed the Magistrate, and in so doing duped this House. And 

that is a pretty serious thing, Sir. It is a very serious matter, 

because my hon. friend cleared it all up two days later when my hon, 

friend said The $5,000 was paid to Mr. Davidson as a legitimate 

charge on the Public Treasury of this 0r~vince for s~rvices rendered. 

!1R. DOODY: I could have told you that a couple of years ago. 

~1R. NEARY: 1·! el1.~1hv did you not tell the police? 

~ iR. DOODY: I c.l id not have to. I <.Ia no t have ver y muc n 

co mmunications r•i th tne policE. I y ield to -
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: i!ear, hear! 

MR . NEARY: ~Jell I can remember the day when my 

han. gentleman just barely escaped, my han. friend just barely escaoed 

on a number of occasions. Just got away. 

But, Sir, it is a pretty serious 

situation. My han. friend says l~ell why did I not ask him two 

years ago? Well, Sir, it did not happen two years ago. The 

charge is that it hapoened between April 1975 and April 1976. 

l<lR.. DOODY: That is about one and a half or two years 

ago. Anyway I would not want to bring facts into it (inaudible), 

MR. NEARY: No, that will all come out in the 1•1ash, Sir, 

it will all come out into the investigation. The fact of the matter 

is that the whole thing is a shemozzle right from start to finish, this 

imposing on the immunity and the privileges of han. members of this 

House. 

And I had to laugh, Mr. Speaker, hon . 

gentlemen have gotten up on the opposite side of the House and said, 

"No member of this House is above the law," implying that somebody 

in this House had committed a crime. "Nobody is above the law." 

Nobody said members are above the law, Mr . Speaker. Nobody said that. 

What we were sayin~ was that our privileges had been breached that if 

the RCMP had come t:o rcre - or anybody else, I would assu:;;e, in this !louse who 

upholds the law,who are lawmakers ?nd who uphold the la\01 - if the RCMP 

had come to me and said, "Look ,do you have certain documentation down 

in your office that might help us in this investigation?" I would have 

said, "Sure, boy. And if you want it you can have it." Because when 

they did search my office, Mr. Speaker, all they got was the first 

affidavit, and the Minister of Justice had that in his possession for 

over a year, the hon. the Premier had it in his possession for over 

a year.and neither one of them had done anything about it. It had 

never been tabled in this House. It was in the files down in my office. 

I would not table it a year ago because the Minister of Justice has 

told u ~ -

'·IR . J. C.\RTEil. : Go ahead! Jrag it out. 
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MR. NEARY: 1 beg your pardon? 

MR. J. CARTER: Do you want to drag out this suspense? 

MR. NEARY: No,I did not want to drag out this suspense. 

just did not want to do what r have been accused of doin9 by the hon. 

the Premier and the Minister of Justice, and that is to lay a document 

on the Table of the House where names of people would be picked out 

and bandied about and they may be innocent or they may be guilty. That 

is not for me to say. And that is why, Sir, that document was not put 

on the Table of the House. 
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Mr. Neary: The second document I was forced to table by 

the Minister of Justice and by the member for St. John's East (Mr. 

Marshall) forcing Your Honour to enforce the rules of the House. And 

if Your Honour will remember again -

MR. J. CARTER: You waved it atlout for two ~·eeks. 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker. I only had the thing for 

two days. Mr. Speaker, Your Honour will remember that I suggested at 

that time that I consult with Your Honour and the ~1inister of Justice 

before I put that second affidavit on the Table of the House, Your 

Honour will remember that, and despite that the Minister of Justice 

decided he would force me to table it. 

SOME HON. ME~1BERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: Because of the serious implications in 

the document I was reluctant to table it. And ~1hen Your Honour 

instructed me -

MR. J. CARTER: A blushing bride. 

MR. NEARY: beo vour ~ardon? 

MR. J. CARTER: A blushing bride. 

MR. NEARY: When Your Honour instructed me to table it 

I had no choice then but to lay it on the Table of the House or 

Your Honour would have the Sergeant-at-Arms come up and remove the 

document from my desk and lay it on the Table of the House. And 

I passed a remark at the time.I said the Minister of Justice would 

have to bear the serious implications of tabling this document. And 

eve~ 'since the han. gentleman has been over there making veiled threats. 

thE' hon. the Premier has been making veiled threats, and ~1e heard another 

one today again, Sir, imposing on my privile~es as a member of this 

House or any other member on this side of the House whom these threats 

are aimed at. The han. gentleman got up today and made another veilec 

threat. Then heard him mention the name of a Mr. Hammond. ~Jell, 

Sir, the onl~ - and I presume what the han. gentleman is referring to 

is our han. mutual friend who is scrapping in the mine on Bell Island. 

MR. FliGHT: Hho mentioned Mr. Hammond? 

5554 



--. 

~1ay s, 1978 

MR. NEARY: 

PREMIER MOORES: 

MR. NEARY: 

Tape 1959 (Ni~ht) 

The hon. the Premier this afternoon. 

did not. 

beg your pardon, Sir. I beg your pardon. 

PK - 2 

And the hon. gentleman can twist and weasel his way out of it all he 

wants to. Check ~ansard and just see what he mentioned this afternoon. 

And, Mr . Speaker, ~1e do not have to stand here 

and take these veiled threats. That is why we are establishing this 

Committee. We do not have to take any threats from the hon, the 

Premier. He gets up and says, "Oh, like the hon, member for LaPoile, 

I have a document. am going to lay it on the Table." Well, I would 

say if he has anything lay . it on the Table. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS! Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: Lay it on the Table. And if he had 

anything he would have it laid on the Table long ago. He knows 

everythi nq about me now there is to know, how many times go to 

the bathroom every day. The hon. gentleman is desperate. They are 

like a crowd of desperados. They are looking for something to hurl 

back at us, Mr. Speaker, and that is not going to wash. That is the 

mugs game. And the Premier if he continues to play the mugs game, if 

he flicks something at me I am going to flick something back at him. 

But it is not going to get away from the fact that there are some 

serious charges and allegations made in these affidavits, especially 

the one, the letter from the minister's Executive Assistant, or the 

minister's former Executive Assistant,! should say,who confirmed in 

public on television what he said in his letter ~'as true. 

And so the hon. the Premier can hurl all 

the dirt and all the filth and all the venom he wants across the House 

and everytime he hurls something, if I \~ant to get down in the mud and 

roll with him, I will hurl something bark at him. And if he keeps 

hurling it long enough I would submit that he might come out on the 

losing end. There are a few more little goodies that can be hurled 

at the han. gentleman. And the hon. gentleman if he wants to can 

lay charges against me. He can call me a rogue and a scoundrel and 

a crook, and he can say I am not a gentleman 1 I am anything but. He 
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Mr. Neary: can do a11 he wants. He can try to smear me, attael< 

my character, he can do anyt~ing he wants. But I could say to the hon. 

gentleman it is time for him to put up because I am not scared 

of the han. gentleman. I will lay my integrity and iny honesty and 

my reputation on the Table of this H01:.1se with his anytime, any day in 

the week, any hour in the day, and any minute. 

And so, Sir, we are not scared one bit of what 

the hon. gentleman is going to do or say. The l,on. !J.entleman has been 

acting in a most irresponsible manner in threatening, and again breaching, 

Mr. Speaker, privileges of members of this House through innuendo and 

threats. And I cannot get over that hon. g.entl eman getting up and 

saying, "Oh ,the Opposition~ The Op.po.sition are smearing people. All 

they do is smear people through innuendo~' and all this sort of thing. 

And there is the master himse1f~When he is cornered,becomes desperate, he 

will resort to anything, Mr. Speaker, resort to anything; 
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"!l.. NEARY: untruths- I am not allowed to say'lies' because 

it is unparliamentary. I cannot call anybody in this House a li~r. Your 

Honour knows that. 

FR. F.OUSSEAU: 

t'R. NEARY: 

}!R. ROUSSEAU: 

m~. NEARY: 

But you do it by the backdoor. 

No, I will not do it by the backdoor. 

You just did. 

No, I did not. Because if I could call the 

hon. Premier a liar I would 1 but I cannot. 

A .. "< HON. MEf.fBER: Yo1,1 just did. 

!~. ~TEAFY: No, I cannot. It is not allowed. It is against 

the rules of the House. 

MR. HICKEY: 

right now. 

l"lt. NEAFY: 

"~. TUC~<EY: 

would but 

"1!. NEARY: 

rules. 

1-'R.. HICKEY: 

}!R. NEARY: 

(Inaudible) that is abusing the rules 

l-lhat is abusing the rules? 

'Jf I could call the Premier a liar I 

I cannot. ,. 

That is right. I am not allowed under the 

(Inaudible) manipulation. 

Well if it is manipulating I withdraw it. 

If that is manipulating, ¥r. Speaker, I withdraw it. But, Sir, what do 

they want? Do they want blood? 

Mr. Speaker, a very serious situation has 

arisen in this House.~nd Your Honour knows more than any other member 

because, Sir, you are dealing ~dth a group of people, Mr. Speaker, who 

really do not know what the House is all about and I 1~ould say they do not 

care. Sometimes I wonder if they do not think they are having a bull session 

down in the El Tico or dm·m in the Continental or down in the Bull "N'" 

Bear or out in the Dhoon Lodge or over in Elizabeth Towers. I think that 

is the 'ttay they think the House is run. But they do not realize, ~!r. 

Speaker, that in this House we have r'!.ghts and privileges . And, '1"r. Speaker, 

1~hlle I am on that subject I have to say this, Sir, that a lot of people 

'·•ho report the proceedings of this House seem to fall into the trap that 

we are like ? \, inrterf?.rte!1., that we are continucmsly breaking the rules, 
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we are insulting one another, He are calling 

each other names,and that is a reflection,in my opinion,on Your Honour. 

Because Your ~onour knows that if members of this Rouse were calling each 

other names, Here insulting each other, were breaking the rules of the 

Rouse in other words, Your Honour, if we were breaking the FUles of the 

House Your Honour would have no choice but to bring us to task and have 

us removed from this House. Is that not true, Your Honour? I know Your 

Honour cannot answer me but is that not true? If you are playing a hockey 

game and you have three referees on the ice, a referee and two linesmen, 

they are there to inforce the rules and Your Honour is there to enforce the 

rules of this hon. House. If you break the rules in a hocY-ey game you are 

sent to the penalty box. 

MR. HICKEY: You should be in long rtgo. 

~''R. NEJ. .. P.Y: Hr. Speaker, the hen. gentleman says that 

I should be in long ago. The hon. gentleman is not the Speaker. The han . 

Speaker is sitting up there,two steps up, and it is the han. Speaker who 

decides who is removed from the House or who breaks the rules. It is not 

the bon. gentleman. 

HR . HICKEY: He is not a miracle man. 

l'R.. ~EARY: The bon. gentleman is a good Speaker. As 

far as I am concerned I think I can say without fear of contradiction that 

we have the best Speaker in this House since Confederation. 

SOI''E HO!i. Hfl!BERS ; Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKEY: He came from this side of the House. 

YR. NEAFY: No, Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman came 

from this side of the House. 

~. HICKEY: He came from this side. 

YR. !'lEAFY: The hon. gentleman came from th:!:s side and 

moved over to that side. 

MR. FLIGHT: He was the only good thing you had left 

over there. 

~'R. SI~'!-'ONS; He is halfway back again now too. 

5558 



,. 

,\~'-3 

''1". Nl'AF!Y: Dut, Sir, <oe have a good Speaker and 

the ~peaker as far as I am concerned is the best one that ~7e have had since 

Confederation. And if anybody hreaks the rules of this House, I believe Your 

Honour knows how to - I think he has shown us that in this session of th~ 

:'1:ouse. I think it is a reflection on the Chair to say that the House is 

completely in 'a shambles, it is chaotic. I think it is not a reflection 

on the members, it is a reflection on Your Honour and I am surprised that 

Your F!onour has not taken the people "ho say that to task because I do not 

think Your Honour would allow the House to deteriorate into a shambles and 

into c:1aos. 

¥F.HICKEY: That is not what I -meant. 

l:.'R. NEARY: ~·lell that is what I mean. 

AN HON. :'E}IBE1.: That is an abuse of the rules. 

"P. NEA?.Y: Abuse of the rules. Now let U3 take 

that anc. look at it. The hon. gentleman said ',\buse of the rules.' c:a-,,, 

::r. Spe;oker, would ~'0ur Honour - I am going to put it straieht to Your 

Ronour.i;-<~ould Your Honour allow a member to abuse the rules of this House? 

The Speaker cannot answer me. If he could he '"ould make the hon. member 

for St. John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey) look like an idiot.Is that unparliamentary, 

Sir? 

~ R. SPEAKER: Not particularly. 

I-'R • NEAFY: It is not. Fell then I withdraw it, 

Sir. The hon. gentleman only looks like an idiot but he is not an idiot. 

I take Your Honour's word for it. 

~'R. H .ROWE: 

~-11'. NEARY: 

The truth is no defence. 

Truth is the best defence. So, ~r. 

Speaker, Your Honour,I am sure,would not allow members to abuse the rules 

of this House. Does the member believe 

the rules of this House to be abused? 

that Your Honour would allow 

MR. HICKEY: The Speaker has no choice but to enforce the rules of the HauFe. ----------------
~- SPEAKER: Order, pleaFe~ I would point out to 

hon. members that except ~nder substantive motion a particular rule of the 

Chair really is not open to discussion. I am inclined to think if that 

j s the case the generality of them in their total suhstance probably is not 

eitlcer. 
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:!R. SPEAKER: So I will ask han. members to refrain from 

commenting upon not a particular rule but even the generality thereof. 

The hon. member. 

:.:.R. ~E:ARY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I appreciate -

HR. HICKEY: A point of order, Hr. Speaker. I want to set the record 

straight. I cast no reflection on Your Honour or on the Chair. Hy 

comment is simply that members of tne House use the rules of the House 

occasionally and maybe carry them a little too far. They know the rules, 

they know how far they can go. It is in no way a reflection on 

Your Honour; it is a reflection on the rules of the House which I think 

should be changed, especially the rule of immunity. 

Ai~ HON. HENBER: (Inaudible). 

SO~IE HON. !·!BillERS : Oh, oh! 

1-IR. HICKEY: It should be changed so that you cannot 

destroy people 1 s ci1aracter and not face a court. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Ti1ere is no decision I can 

make. It is a not a point of order of the nature of which I can make any 

decision. 

~!R. NEARY: Again, Sir, I thank Your Honour. And of 

course, what the hon. gentleman said is totally ridiculous because the 

han. gentleman ended up by saying you cannot destroy people's character. 

Well, Your Honour would not allow members to destroy other members' 

characters. The hon. Speaker would not be worthy of his position, and the 

hon. gentleman is worthy of it - as I say, the best Speaker we have lmd, 

in my opinion, since Confederation. 

SO!· IE HON. ~001BERS : Hear, hear! 

~. NEARY: And I am sure the hen. Speaker would not allow anybody 

on either side of the House to destroy another gentleman's character. 

MR. lUCKEY: 

MR. :~E.t.RY: 

He can not help it. 

Can not help it! Again another reflection 
on the Chair • 

\nd Your Honour cannot function, cannot do his job as well as Your Honour 

would like to without the assistance of this Committee and other committees 

that we should have in this hen. House. It is unfortunate, Hr. Speaker, 

t hat while the l OI!Dllittee was established that the members \vere not appointed 

to it tviO years ago. 

55.00 



T;;pe l~ul (.;.!._;ilt) EC - :?. 

~!R. ;)lEARY: You know, too often in this ~ouse 

we lock the barn door after the horse is stolen, and this is just 

another case of where it took a very serious situation infringing on 

the privileges of members of this House to give us a jolt back to reality 

and just to see what can happen. So you see, Mr. Speaker, what could 

happen. I do not have to tell han. members what could happen if 

every time we criticize the government, if every time we level criticism 

at the Premier and his ministers, we criticize them for appearances of 

corruption, appearances of wrongdoing, appearances of impropriety, evert 

time we do that,if we did not set up this Committee and we did not have 

the protection of the Chair, every time we did that the !1inister of Justice 

could retaliate by sending the R~~ into your office. Do han. gentlemen 

realize that? 

HR. HICKEY: 

o:!R. H;;:ARY: 

\That is wrong with that? 

'.Vhat is •;rang with t hat? Let ;aQ re·peat 

what I said, Sir, and then let us just see what the question tne non. 

gentleman put to me -

HR. HICKEY: It really does not matter. 

HH .• NEARY: The member for St. John's East Extern 

said, 'Wnat is wrong with that?' Let me put the question again. 

The question I asked, Your Honour, is this, If every time a member on 

this side of the House criticized the government for appearances of 

bribery or corruption or influence peddling or impropriety or fraud, 

every time we accused the government of appearances of these serious 

crimes the Hinister of Justice could retaliate by sending the RCNP into 

the office of the member. does the han. gentleman think that is right? 

SmJE HON. l-IDffiERS: 

11R. :i"i.\AY: 

l-IR. HICKEY: 

some proof. 

l·IR. NEARY: 

rlouse. 

:JR. :iiCKEY: 

Oh, oh! 

I beg your pardon? 

You do not say anything unless you have 

Well, the proof was on the table of t he 

Proof? 
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~3. . X£ARY: ~:r. Speaker, nooody is going to make au 

accusation or a charge in this llouse unless he is prepared to back it 

up, because you have to back it up according to the rul<!s of the House . 

~1R. HICKEY: Since when? 

MR. tmARY: Since all the time. ~here has the hon. 

member oeen? 

: .. :.R. diCKEY: I have been around ,;o much that there 

have been ~re charges thrown across this ilouse ti1an you can shake a 

stick at, with no proof. There have been people outside this Chamber 

charge~with no proof . 

ill .. ~"EARY: ~!r. Speaker, I wonder ..,;ould the hon. 

gentleJaan give me a few examples of wllere members on this side of the 

House have ever charged members on the gove~ent side ~ith impropriety 

or witil wrongdoing? Could the minister give me an example? 

:ru. :iiC~Y: I = not talking at:out t:le IIUitters t.la t 

you just referred to. I am talking about laying false charges or ~:~aking 

statements which reflect on people's characters adversely both inside 

and outside this aouse. 
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Mr. Neary: ~r. Speaker, the hen. gentleman is imputinq motives 

and now the hen. gentleman has to back it up. But give us an example. 

MR. HICKEY: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR. HICKEY: The hen. gentleman has spent considerable 

time saying how important it is that we all be protected through the 

immunity rule of the House. You knO!N', he caniX)t 

have his loaf and eat it too. All of a sudden while he is saying that 

all along, when say something I have to produce proof. My hen. 

friend has been saying things for twelve years and has not produced 

any proof yet. So surely I am allowed one mistake,if you are going 

to consider what I just said a mistake. vlhy should I have to produce 

anything? 

MR. NEARY: Is that a point of order, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! 

MR. HICKEY: A point of clarification. 

MR. SPEAKER The hen. minister made more of an 

interjection than a point of order. 

The han. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, let me carry on then because the han. 

gentleman o~viously is not going to put up not one example, not a single 

example where onr member on this side of the House- and the han. member 

can make general and vague statements a 11 he wants- not one member on 

this side of the House has ever accused any member on the government 

side of the House of any improperity or wrongdoing. No member to my 

knowledge on this side has ever done that, although have seen it 

quoted in the press, again I have seen it ouoted, where the member 

for LaPoile or the member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) today 

charged the government or charged the Minister of Industrial Development 

with so and so. And the hen. minister knows that is not true. I have 

not charged the hon. gentleman with anything. have not charged the han. 

the Premier with anythinq, I have not charged the hen. member for St. John's 

East Extern (Mr. Hickey) with anything. None of my colleagues have charged 
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Mr. Nearv: any of these aentlemen with anything. 

MR. J.CARIER: All for free. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your;·pardon? 
MR. J. CARIER: All for free. You do not charge a cent. 
MR. HICKEY: Is your memory failing? 

"MR. NEARY: No my memory is not failing, If the 

han. gentleman wants to jog my memory go ahead. 

MR. HICKEY: What about a year ago? 

MR. NEARY: Yes. What about it? 

MR. HICKEY: That was not an inference on my reputation? 

I beg your pardon? MR. NEARY: 

fiR. HICKEY: Was that an inference insofar as my reputation 

was concerned? 

MR. NEARY: Well the han. gentleman is not in his seat. 

MR. HICKEY: I am not talking about the han. gentleman being 

in his seat. The han. is not shooting his mouth off, it is you. 

MR. NEARY: Well that is right. 

MR. HICKEY: Yes. That is right. 

MR. NEARY: And say that the han. gentleman ~1ho brought 

that matter into the House did his duty. 

MR. HICKEY: \~hat is that? 

MR. NEARY: As he thought fit. 

MR. HICKEY: Yes sure. 

MR. NEARY: That he brought in documentation. 

MR. HICKEY: Sure. 
< 

MR. NEARY: Documentation to show that televisions had 

been delivered to certain people. And the han. gentleman did not 

make any charges, if I remember, standing here. 

MR. HICKEY: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): A point of order. 

MR. HICKEY: And I am going to hold my peace for the 

rest of the night and keep quiet. 'lhe point beinq made by this 

exchange is very simply this;the rule of immunity has been abused 

Han. members from time to time make statements in this House about people 
outsiae the House. 
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Mr. Hickey: that they do not have the couraqe or the guts to 

make outside of this Bar because they would find themselves in court. 

And they made them last year in regards to myself and an acquaintance 

of mine and came back a 1-1eek later and produced proof that what they 

said had no foundation. I was hurt by that and so was my friend. 

And that is what I call total abuse of the rules of this House. And 

there is nothing Your Honour can do about it because the rule is there 

and tbat is where it is used. 

MR . ~1. N . ROWE : Hhat is this? 

MR. HICKEY: I produced the evidence to clear my 

name. but do not mean that the 1-1ho 1 e pub 1 i c of this Pro vi nee be 1 i eves 

it thouah. What about the person who cannot sit in here to defend 

~elf? ~'hy do you not answer that one? 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The han. member for Bellevue speaking 

to-the point of order. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, the han. gentleman for 

St. John's East Extern has risen on at least two occasions tonight so 

far and talked about the inadeouacies of the rules of this House. 

mean,certainly the han. gentleman must realize that a colleague on 

his side of the House was named to a Committee back in May of 1976, 

two vears ago ncr.o1, and he who was naned chaiiinan has not called 

a meeting. 1 am on that Committee as well and I have 'ta"ldered tn t-.h.e> 

Speaker and I have wondered in this House once or twice ~1hen will this 

Committee meet to try and change some of the rules, if that is the 

problem,and the Committee has not met. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right. 

MR. CALLAN: The han. member for Kilbride (Mr. Hells) has 

not bothered to call the Committee tooether . 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Order, please! 

I think it is clear that there is differences 

of opinion in this matter on both sides of the House, But I do not think 

it is a matter that comes within the orbit of order that I can rule upon, 

The han. the member for LaPoile. 
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dR. 3~ARY: I' ell, ;rr. Speaker, I do not want to 

debate with my hon. friend all night over this matter. ~y hon. friend 

seecs very super-sensitive about this matter and I do not know why the 

hon. gentleman is uptight; why the l1on. gentlem.an is so uptight over 

this matter. 

But, Sir, in order for us to function 

properly, Hr. Speaker, and do our jobs as we were elected to do we 

l1ave to have complete freedom. We do not have to be .:bove the law. 

If we creak the law we are entitled to i>e charged the same as anybody 

else, but we have to feel completely free to do our duty as we see fit, 

and the hon, gentleman may not agree with the way that we see fit, but 

we have to do our duty, Sir, or we would be just as bad as the other 

crowd and we should resign from this aouse if we do not do our duty. 

If, Hr. Speaker, examples of impropriety, if examples of influence 

peddling, if examples of corruption are brought to our attention, Sir, 

anu we sit back and do nothing about it and sit on it, then we are not 

doing our duty to the people of this Province, as my hon. friend from 

Grand Falls is aware. We would not deserve to have the trust and the 

faith of the people of this Province. It would be a breacu of trust 

on our part. And I am going to tell hon. gentlemen right now, any time 

that I get evidence of wrongdoing on belUL!f of the administration I am 

going, if I have to, put it on the table of the House. I am not giving 

up wy ri~1ts ever as a member of this riouse. 

I had a letter the other day about the 

}~nister of Justice about an accusation made by a resident of Lawn, an 

unsigned letter about the Minister of Justice. I sent it to the ~tinister 

of Justice for his comments. I had one last year from Eonavista South 

criticizing the member for Bonavista South (hr. Horgan) for the abuse and 

misuse of government helicopters and government facilities. I did not 

bring it into the House, I sent it to the hon. gentleman. That is the way 

to do it and that is the way I have been doin~ it. 

And also, Sir, in this matter now of the 

Scrivener affair, I took it to the Premier. 

That is ri~ut . 

ssss 
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:;.R • .iLA;.{Y: Two years ago, 1976, I took it to tile 

PreJaier, I lvrote tne Premier, I begged and pleaded wit!l tile Premier. 

l!R. HICKEY: That is not the way it was clone to me. 

You dia not ask my advice. 

~1R. NEARY: \.;ell, if the hen. gentleman has a beef it is 

with somebody elae~it is not ~.ith ue. I did my duty. I took the matter 

to the han. the Premier, the head of the administration, and in front 

of the ~Iinister of Transportation and Communications, if tile han. 

gentleman were to stand and tell the truth, I said to the Premier down 

in his private dining room one day when he invited me for dirmer - ti1e 

;1on. gentleman did the inviting - I said, 'For your own protection and 

for the sake of your own good name -

You iillowed him the affidavit, did you not~ 

i>lo, the i•on. the Premier had the affidavit 

on the table W11en I got tiler e. I said, 'For your own good name' - tn~ 

Premier I am talking to now, the han. gentleman was there - I said, 

'For the sake of your own good name you should have a Commission of Inquiry 

into tnis wnole matter.' And that was over a year ago. And I have 

correspondence,as hen. gentlemen have seen, I laid it on the table of the 

House, and I did not table the first affidavit. The hen. the me:ncer for 

Bay of Islands (Hr. Woodrow) oelieves the Premier when he says, I suppose, 

the member for I.aPoile is anything but a gentleman. 

dR. WOODROW: I nave my own views on it and I have a 

conscience also. 

l·JR. Nl::.ARY: Well, if the hen. gentleman has a Christian 

conscience he will shove his seat cut of that corner down there; he will 

go scuffling out of that as fast as he can and get over with my friend 

down there from Port de Grave. 

SOME liON. HE!1BERS: H:ear, hear! 

HR. NEARY: A Christian conscience, how are you! The 

first Liberal candidate to be announced in the 1975 election was none oti1er 

than the gentleman who is sitting over there now from Bay o£ Islands -

t.1e very first Liberal candidate to be announced . 

.iear, ~lear! 
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<·llt. DINil : And chen :lis conscience s .:arced bot hering hie . 

;.a . ~Y : Tha t: is his Chris::ian conscience , alrigh t, 

Sir. 

SOi IE :JON . :-I.EHBEil.S : Oh , oh ~ 

HR. NEARY: And now th~ bon.. gentleman. is sitting over 

there condolling some of thes.e things that we have beea talking about 

Christian c~science! 

tr. Speaker' I thin . it is aoOUj; time t ha t: 

we made the appointments to this Committee . We cailllot function, Sir, as 

merubers of this iouse - we cannot: functi on, we cannot carry ouc our du t ies 

if we are going t:o be impeded by the government !iouse Leader and t:he Premier 

of this Province t~at every time tve raise a oat:ter, every time we criticize 

t he government we are goi ng to have 
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Mr. Neary: the government po 1 ice force sicked on us. Ho~t can 

we function? And, you know, Mr. Speaker, something else too, Your 

Honour, and the members must bear in mind that all the prec~utions 

were taken to safeguard the names of these people through negotiations, 

through meetings behind the curtain, through meetings in my home, 

through meetings down in the private dining room, through correspondence 

back and forth with the Premier, and despite all of that it failed. 

It failed. And then, Sir, we had no choice but to resort to the 

hiahest court of this land which is this Honse -

MR. DOODY: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: I beq your pardon? 

MR. DOODY: Conversations with Andrew -

MR. NEARY: And that was denied, and that was another 

lie that was told by a gentleman outside of this House. I hapoened 

to be sitting in an adjoining seat •vith the gentleman when we came 

from St. John, New Brunswick to Halifax. 

MR . .J. CARTER: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, the han. 

gentleman's time has elapsed. 

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS) : Order, please! 

I should point out to han. members 

that a member replying to a government order does have unlimited time. 

The han. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: And so, Mr. Speaker, I thank the hen. member for 

St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter) for doing me such a wonderful favour 

this evening, Sir. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is always that uneasy feeling, 

Sir, that when these matters are not dealt with that something is being 

covered up. And so then ~1e have to resort to the court, the highest 

court in this land, which is the Legislature of this Province, I do not 

know if han . members are even aware of that.· certainly from what r h"''!"! 

seen filtering out of this House the han. qentlemen ~o not realize 

that we are the hiohest court in this land. and we have now taken this 

matter out of the hiqhest court in this land and we have put it under the 
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Mr, Neary: jurisdiction of a lower court. this matter that is 

presently under dispute in this House. We put it in a lower court. 

We should be dealing with it ourselves. We have the right,as Your 

Honour knows, to surmon witnesses before the Bar of this House,to 

take evidence under oath to subpeona witnesses. Mr. Speaker, hen. 

gentlemen do not seem to realize. They are too easy to give up 

their jurisdiction, to slough it off on the RCMP, to slough it off on 

the Newfoundland Constabulary, to slouah it off on the courts, which 

are below us, we are the highest court in this land. 

No. 

PI( - 2 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

~1R. NEARY: Oh yes we are, Sir. I be~ the hen. gentleman's 

pardon. And if members of this House are accused of impropriety,of 

wrongdoing then it is up to this House to deal with these hen. gentlemen, 

and not pass the buck to a court below us. 

AN HON.MEMBER: You do not understand. 

MR. NEARY: I do understand, Sir. I have checked it 

out with ~!estminster. have checked it out in Canada, and I have 

discovered, Sir, -

MR. J. CARTER: Check with your leader. 

MR. NEARY: Yes,my leader has checked it too, and my 

leader is continuing his research. And my hen. friend ~li 11 find out 

in due course that it is this House who should be dealing with these 

matters. Because, Mr. Speaker, Your Honour is aware that police 

reports can be controlled by the Minister of Justice,who is a political 

appointee. Is Your Honour aware of that? So therefore the only way 

the facts can come out -

AN HON. MEMBER: No, no, no! 

MR. NEP.RY: Oh yes, yes. Yes, yes, Sir. The hen. 

t1inister of Justice - it has been shown in this session of the House 

that the hen. gentleman has been sitting on RC~!P reports for months 

and nonths. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Not so. 

MR. NEARY: My hen. friend the member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir 

(Mr. Simmons) has proven to this House beyond any doubt that a hi9h ranking 
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Mr. Neary: official of the Department of Justice, a high 

ranking official told my hon. friend last October or November -

November-that charges were intninent.that charges would be laid 

momentarily, that charges would be laid in a few days in connectionwith 

the Public \~orks scandal. And here it is May and no charges laid 

yet. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: And then the han. gentleman who is over 

there with his gob going, with something sticky in his gob, the hon. 

gentleman says, "No,that is not true. The han. Minister of Justice 

is not sitting on any reports." 

Arn:mN; MEMBER: Nothinq sticky in my qob. 

MR. NEARY: I wish the hon. gentleman would get something 

a little more sticky so his gob could not move. 

SOME HON. I-1Et1BERS: 0h, oh! 

MR. r£ARY: And, f'lr. Speaker, we have the situation 

in Labrador City where the police ~lent and searched the Town Office 

in October 1976, they searched a number of business premises in Labrador 

City, the same time, October 1976, the business premises and the town 

have not yet been given back their books. One nentleman was fired, 

suspended as a result of that, the town manager; 
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}~. S. :mARY: one gentleman,the town engineer,was kept 

on the payroll and the first of April past was dismissed and that 

gentleman is taking the town into court on Thursday coming in a civil 

suit to prove he is in~ocent.No action has been taken! Nothing has 

happened! The Minister of Justice is sitting on the report again and 

it is just· one example after the other in this session of the House. 

So, }!r. Speaker, we have no choice then but to - no recourse but to 

resort to the highest court in this land and that is the House of 

Assembly. 

AN HON. f>IDffiER: Do you approve of the motion? 

HR. S. NEARY: Do I approve of the motion? If I could 

get a little drop of water, Sir, so I could carry on for a couple of 

more hours the hon. gentleman might find out. 

H1l.. SPF.AJ<ER: Orlier, please! 

I must point out to people in the galleries 

that the House of Assembly is always pleased to have visitors but the 

rules do not permit their parti cipating in debate at any time: the<rules 

do not permit and do not permit the Chair to allow it. I point that out 

to people in the gallerias. 

Han. member. 

HR. S. NEARY: So, Hr. Speaker, tilis House~ although it 

may frighten people to mruce a statement like this, this House 

is supreme. This House is supreme, Sir, and members of this House 

must feel free and independent if they are going to do their duty to 

the people of this Province. They must not be impeded in any way, 

shape or form either in the House or coming anu going from the House. And 

Your Honour may be a little bit surprised to learn that when I stepped 

off the plane in St. John's Airport the Sunday night before last,that I had 

a welcome-home party'Two han. gentlemen were there to greet me; 

MR. ~ .!T. ROWE: Not two han. gentlemen,t~m policemen. 

~lobody in this House. 

!!I'-. S. NEARY: !lobody in this House ,t~TO policemen Here 

there to greet ~e to give me a welcoming home party. That is only 

because the hoi".. the :firdster of Justice and the hen. Pre!!lier ~c:ier: 

to turn it eround ar'.d me being c:1e complainant triecl to roa\:e Ire loo1o li~-e 
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A." HON. !1E~'.BER: 

~:R. S. NEARY: 

Iape 1~~5 (~ight) 

I was accused of something. 

Were you1 

No, I certainly \vas not anr:l : the hon. 

gentleman knO\vS the answer to that before he asks the question. 

t'll! HON. }~ER: 

; !R. S. NEARY: That is right! The hon. gentleman 

2 

better go get his o•o silver coins. During that weekend, Yr. Spe~~er, 

my hon. friend the member for Eagle River (Hr. Strachan) who was using 

my car, who borrowed by car,number 1023,that ~v~ry policeband radio 

owner in St. John's knew where my car was on that weekend.I was out 

of the Province but wherever my hon. friend went somebody \VDuld call 

up my wife and say 1023 is now parked down by the Airport Inn; 1023 

is now seen going up Duckworth Street; 1023 is parked down by the 

:;elvfoundland Hotel -

'1R. S. NEARY: 

~IR. DOODY: 

weekend. 

~TIL S • llEARY: 

He had a good rough night. 

So I had to tell my -

The member for Eagle River had a busy 

He certainly did anrl he was enjoying it. 

And .I had to get a message to my hon. friend and say, "Be careful 

1vhere you park that car, you might get me in trouble." But, :rr. 

Speaker, hon. gentleman can laugh but it is a pretty serious 

matter. 

AN HON. 'mMBER: 
It certainly is. 

NR. S. NEARY: It is a very serious ~~tter, Sir, where 

members of the House cannot and are not allowed, not permitted to rdo 

their duty to the people who elected them and to the people of this 

Province. A. very, very serious t:lB.t ter indeed, Sir, and sometl1ing that 

I am sure that Your Honour would certainly not condone. I asked Your 

Honour to call up the gentlemen who came to my office, the ~~·~ officers, 

and give me back my documents. And Your Honour"rightly so,said, ''I 

cannot demand that they give them back." ?!y hon. friend'tthe Leader 

of the Opposition~lvas r,;ith me ••hen I <Vent to ·~our Honour's office anci 

Your Honour ~,Tas goo C enoug-h an c! l:in0 er.Ou'?h to call ur. t 1 e s e s;,entlerr.en 
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M!t. S. !{EARY: and sure enough in the<afternoon they 

came in and presented me with my documents, They returned copies 

of 1liY documents to me, Sir • And down in m:y office there are all kinds 

of documents -fortunately they did not touch them _ all kinds of 

documetLts, pyivate, confidential, personal;people write me give me 

little tips about ministers and about the govenment and about 

goings on,wheeling and dealing,-. in t:he Province and what have you; 

they write me about their personal problems. And is Your t:rono.ur 

and this Rouse going to allow the police,,every time we criticise 

the•govermnent,allow the police to be sent into m:y office,or the 

Leader of the Opposition's office,or any other member's office with 

a search warrant that is cooked up with a trumped-up 
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Y1l • ~:F.~RY : - ----- accusation and a charge in it_, go into the 

office and rifle your files, go through your files and take out whatever 

t~:ey Pant to take out? How can a member, ~'r. Speaker, of this House function 

ifthat is allowed to happen? And so, Sir, tonight tve are making the 

appointments to the committee It is a bit late, it is locking the barn 

door after the horse is stolen, but I suppose it tdll do some good. The 

committee now have,even before we pass this motion tonight, the committee 

has one case before it already, even before the members are named.Your Honour 

referred a case the other day and this did not seem to rank very high priority 

amonl1;St the journalistic tribe in this Province, that Your Honour had indeed 

ruled that I had a prima facie case, that my privileges had been breached 

as a member of this House,and Your Honour ordered that the matter be referred 

to the Committee on Elections and Privileges. That seemed to have gone right 

over everybody's head. I might say 1 inconcluding some members. 

AN HO!'i.~!E-'BER: Ycu are voting for it though? 

~<P. N!':ArY: Am I voting for it? 

~~- LUNDRIGAN: If he can get on the committee. 

~'F.~: I 1muld like to be on the committee. I would 

lil:e to be on it. The "inister of Justice had to get off because of a 

conflict of interest. !·'aybe at the moment I might be in the same position 

hecause I am going to have to make representation to that committee,as Your 

Honour knotJS , when that committee first meets. Tl e only matter before the 

committee at the present time is one referred by Your Honour that in the 

opinion of the Chair my privileges had been breached as a member of this 

House. There is no precedent for it in the British Empire, none. Is 

my hen. friend aware of that? And t<hy does my t>on.. friend not come to my 

defence as a member of this House? 

l'F. Ll'NDRICAi'l: Stanley Knowles would never get involved in 

this type debate. It would be sub judice of a sort to him. 

!"1'. NEARY: It would be•sub judice of a sort 1• Of what 

sort? 

1-'11. LUNDF IGAN: 'low that I am on the committee 1 why should 

I come to anybodies defence at the moment? 

"F . m:.~.P Y : \-!ell at the time the hen. ~entle-r.~an ~eas not -----
a r.er.1her. 
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A grave injustice, Sir, has been done and hm1 

\<e are going to remedy anrl rectify it is beyond me. The committee will 

have to deal with it nao1 and I am glad it is going before the co~ittee 

and I am glad that we have appointed people to the committee. Very, very 

seldom,as I indicated about a half hour ago, Sir, very seldom is a matter 

referred to a Committee of Elections and Privileges on a breach of privilege 

of the House, very seldom indeed. Since Confederation in this House, ~1r. 

Speaker, what-two or three times, Your Honour? Two or three times probably 

a member's privilege has been breached. I believe once my hon. friend 

from St. John's East (~r.Marshall) was involved when he got a belt in the 

side of the head and I believe there was another occasion when 

the Leader of the Opposition also got a karate chop in the side of the neck. 

Not this leader. 

~. NEP..RY: Not this leader here because this leader here ------
hy the ~~ay - I do nat know if he has his Black Belt yet or not~ but I was over 

there one night, I had my young fellow over to the Newfoundland Karate Club 

and the hon. gentleman was in giving I believe a fello~' ,yith the ~Hack llelt 

from Tokyo, giving him a kick under the gob. So I will tell vou 7 

you had better watch my han. friend here. I would ·not tangle with him if 

I '•ere you he is ~~ell trained. 

Oh, oh! 

1-ffi. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the committee ,,,ill now be set 

up and let us hope, Sir, that they will deal with this matter swiftly and 

that no matter what happens, ?lr. Speaker, that justice will be done. 

som: RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for St. John's North. 

MR. J. CARTEJ!.: ~~r . .;Speaker, this is the first government 

that seems to have paid much attention to the future and it is kind of ironic 

because it may not have one. It certainly will not have much of a future 

if the shenanigans and the unfounded charges are allowed to 

continue in this House and therefore I welcome the setting up of this 

committee. I think that the public at large are quite fed up with what has 

been goi~g on in this House during the last two weeks and they are saying 1 
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~!R. J. CAPTEF: "Hov can charges be made and very little 

- " done about them r Surely the parties must be guilty. 
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HR. J. CARTER: \fuat the public do not realize is that 

a member in this douse can make unfounded charges without having to pay 

the ordinary price, and this is a very sad state of affairs. 

~ow, <~. Speaker, this Committee will nave 

to consider a number of privileges. In fact, I am of the opinion that on 

our way to participate in this douse of Assembly we may not be stopped by 

the civil authorities and I understand that this extends as far as if we 

were breaking the law, say speeding, we could continue on unimpeded to 

the House of Assembly and Your Honour would have to deal with the offense 

or the House would have to deal with the offense and not the civil 

authorities. I do not know if it goes as far as that. IJe are, certainly, 

protected from a slip in debate. If someone says anything and it is just 

an ordinary slip, Your Honour can, by asking for a retraction aud receiving 

a retraction, immediately exonerate _ them and one does not have to face the 

ordinary consequences that such a slip would cause if we were speaking in 

public. And I presume we are free to speak our minds without fear of 

libel. We are protected from the ordinary laws of libel. And the members 

of this Committee, I think it would be very useful when they make their 

preliminary report, spell out exactly what our freedoms are and how far we 

may go, because there is a large area of grey and there is a lot of 

uncertainty about how IIIUch freedom we actually do have. And I presume, 

Mr. Speaker, that we are free to protect our sources, that is to say, if 

we receive information we may refuse to divulge what our sources are 

without any fear of retaliation from the civil authorities. 

I do not agree with the previous debater 

that this is the highest court in the land. This is not a court, this is 

a House of Assembly, this is a legislature. We can make laws but we cannot 

interpret them, and I would like the Leader of the Opposition or some of 

the learned members of this House to comment on that. We can make laws 

but we cannot interpret them, and that is, as I understand it, the 

difference in the function between law makers and the judiciary. 

MR. STRACllAN: How can you make laws if you are not going 

to interpret them? 

:-rn.. J. CARTER: It is a fine distinction. I will leave it 
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:-ffi.. J. CARTER: to the learned gentlemen to expound on, 

but it is my understanding that there is a definite distinction here 

and this should be very clearly spelled out. We may take action against 

our own members. How far we may take action against the public I do not 

know. I presume that if we wished, and the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

gave us occasion, we could bring him before the Bar of this House and 

possibly have him flogged, I do not know. It is an intriguing idea, 

I certainly would vote for it from time to time, but anyway, I do not 

think that our freedoms or our privileges would be tested to that extent. 

The make up of the Committee is as is named, 

the five gentlemen. Four are learned gentlemen, lawyer~ and I have heard 

it said that you do not appoint a fox to look after the chickens just 

because he knows his way around the hen house. However, I do not 

necessarily subscribe to that particular epithet at the moment. 

What I would like to know, though, is what 

the member for LaPoile has against lawyers. Every chance that he gets 

when he gets on his feet to mention lawyers and speak against them he 

does. Was he once overcharged? Did he once fail to get into law school1 

These are the questions I would like to have answered. 

SOl-IE liON • ~!EhBERS : Oil, oh! 

MR. J. CARTER: Well, I am sorry that he is not in the House 

to reply because I would gladly give way if he wished to get up and 

deliberately mislead the House, if he wanted to make a few statements. 

But quite seriously, Mr. Speaker, we have 

seen time and time again baseless charges made by members of this House 

and then when the person who is charged goes to great trouble and great 

length to show himself completely innocent, then the person who originally 

made the charges says, 'Well, I am very glad that the han. gentleman was 

able to prove himself innocent from these charges; and now would he like 

to answer these charges.' And he proceeds to make a few more innuendoes. 

And really, Mr. Speaker, that particular right will have to be very 

carefully spelled out. 

.m.d now, for what I am about to say, 

Mr. Speaker, 
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you may rule ~ne out of orcler. I 1vill rla-!ly 

give '"ay if this is out of order. I "ish just to make reference to t~1e fact 

that I do not feel that the other day that the rights of this House 1vere 

abridged Hhen Your Honour gave the police permission to search, to execute 

their search warrant. The protection of this House 1vas still kept 

inviolate by the fact that the civil authority had to approach Your 

Honour and I presume that Your Honour could have refusen that• civil 

authority the permission to carry out that search lvarrant. 

(Inaudible) search warrant. 

1'R. J. CARTER: '·Tell, I unclerstand that his !lonour could 

have prevented the thing, so I no not agree 1-Tith the Leaner of the 

Opposition when he says -

SO'':: EOl!. l'EHBEPS: Oh, oh~ 

I clo not agree that our rights were abrogated. 

~:1e S-;leaker could '1ave refused the ci•Til authority the rip-ht to searcl-t. ~nd 

since the Spealcer represents this 1>1hole ~louse, that is, tC.e civil authorit:r 

'vhen they wish to approach this House, approach it through c1is han. the 

Speaker, and lvhen they do that the rights of this House are still protected. 

I do not believe for one ~ment that our rirhts were ~i~ninishecl one iota. 

The police approached r.is IIonour, :1is P.onour considerer the ~nat ter verv 

carefully and eave his peri!'ission. So no precedent has been set, or 

rather a very good preccnent has ~een set, no bar prece~ent has been set. 

I see the T,eader of the Opposition is sittinp: on the ecge of !-tis f:'1ai r. 

about to "get up and speak, and I would be very interested if he Hould 

address himself to the serious parts of my remarks. 

'1R. SPEJIKE''l: 

1m. !! .l'. r.om:: 

TI1e hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 

:-~r. Speaker, if I may, if I Here to 11.clclress 

myself to.the serious parts of the member's remarks, Sir, my STJeec~l 

would last exactly tl·70 seconds, and I inte::n to speal: Yery ~rieflv, 

but somewhat longer t~an that. 
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Mr. \·!. N. Rowe: ~r. Speaker, I am not going to be very 

long on this particular motion. l4e have spoken, I have spoken on 

I suppose a half a dozen occasions already on this matter of the 

privileges of this House, the possibility that they might have been 

violated by executive action, by action of the RCMP during the past 

couple of weeks. Let me say this, Sir; the orivileges of the House of 

Assembly , this Parliament must be jealously preserved. This is not 

a personal privilege and the word 'privilege' is sort of a misnomer 

in a way, it seems to indicate~you knm·!,something above and beyond 

what is necessary- it is not a personal privilege, Sir; it is an 

essential attribute of the House of Assembly as a body and as members 

of the House, not as individuals, not as my own self as a person or 

my friends here on this side of the House or the other side of the 

House, but as members of this House trying to do a job of wor~1, trying 

to do their duty for the people of this Province. And as members of 

the House 1 as a body and as individual members of the House,they must 

have certain rights and protections above and beyond what the ordinary 

·citizen may have from time to time. 

Not only must these privileges~some of ~1hich 

have been outlined by members, my han. friend for St. John's North (Mr. 

J. Carter), not only must these privileges exist, r1r. Speaker, in la1~ 

and theory, they must also exist and hP. ''"f''''" to exist in practice and 

appearance. For example, Sir, the next time an l1.Gfi' officer g"es down 

before a magistrate and gets a search warrant to come in here to search 

the office of an han. member,he should, Sir, be a little more 

apprehensive about what he is doing than he was apparently the last 

time they resorted to that practice. Whistle down to the magistrate 

and get a search 1-1arrant based on evidencP.. hased on accusations and 

allegations, Sir, which were at hest erroneal:s and at worst perhaps 

deceitful. The next time, Sir, the Department of Justice or a police 

officer 1n this Province goes before a magistrate,let him know, Sir, that 

he is doing so at some peril. And it is just not a matter of going 
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Mr. W. N. Rowe: down and getting the right to rifle through, 

to ransack, or rummage through the offices, the private files, the 

confidential files of a member of this House,be he a minister in the 

government or a lowly backbenchers on either side, Sir . 
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~IR. W. ROWE: Let them be aware of that. Let us 

also be aware when we are passing this resolution that there is a 

distinction to be drawn between the government - the executive of 

this Province and of this House, the Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador- and the House of Assembly itself, and that the government 

only exists at the pleasure and sufferance and with the support of the 

majority of the members of this House of Assembly, Sir. They have no 

right to exist whatsoever in their own right, by some special favour, 

by soce special divine right - they have no right to exist except at 

the sufferance, pleasure and support of a majority of the members of 

this House. And let us remember, Sir, that although the distinction 

between the government and the House of Assembly may have been veiled, 

may have been obscured over the past fifty years or so in various 

Parliaments where responsible government obtains, let us never forget, 

Sir, that there is a distinction, that the government draws all its 

rights as a result of the fact that they are supported by the members 

of this House of Assembly or a majority thereof. And, Sir, if we forget 

that this distinction exists and that all the authority and power and 

privileges of a government come from this House of Assembly, if we 

forget that, Sir, or by virtue of Acts passed by this House of Assembly 

which, of course, can be changed at the House's wish and will, if we 

forget that, Sir, if we forget that there is a distinction between the 

executive and the Legislature, and that the executive exists at the whim 

of the Legislature, if we forget that, Sir, then we are running perilously 

close to setting up what is in fact a dictatorship, in practice if not 

in name. And that is why, Sir, my hon. friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

ar.d other members of this House are right to get up and at the expense, 

at the risk of tediousness, at the risk of being considered wasting the 

time of the House by members of the public, at the risk of all kinds of 

calumny and name calling, are right to stand up and jealously guard the 

rights and privileges of this ilouse. And one of these rights and 

privileges, Hr. Speaker, must be the freedom from unreasonable- and 

I leave that for definition by this Committee on Privileges - unreasonable 
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:·ill.. \v • RO\ffi : search by any arm of the government or 

any arm of a department of the government or any agent or executive 

officer or any officer of any kind representing the executive of this 

Province. A member of the House -

MR. NEARY: Her Majesty cannot even come in unless 

she is invited. 

MR. W. ROWE: That is right. i:lembers of this House, 

Sir, must know that they have immunity from harassment by the executive 

arm of govermnent. They must know that a police officer cannot go down 

to a magistrate on his own sort of whim or because he feels like it and 

get a search warrant and whistle up here and then ransack a member's 

office,be he a minister or a member. He should know that, Sir, because 

otherwise it would be the most childishly simple thing in the world, 

Sir, for a Minister of Justice - not necessarily this minister, but any 

Hinister of Justice - or a Premier who feels his position threatened, or 

any minister of the government to have members of this House harassed by 

police officers who may, in fact, act in good faith and think they are 

doing their duty. For example, Sir, I am sure that the police officers 

who went down before ti1e magistrate - Magistrate Goodyear, I believe it 

was~ one of the most respected magistrates in this ~rovince - I am sure, 

Sir, that that police officer who went down and appeared before that 

~agistrate and swore out an affidavit. that he on reasonable grounds, or 

he had reasonable and probable cause to suspect that a crime had been 

committed, I am sure, Sir, that he did that in good faith. He did not 

know, Sir, that ~ither through extreme stupidity or negligence or deceit 

the crime which was alleged to have taken place did not in fact take 

place and never existed as a crime - the facts did not point to a crime. 

I saw the search warrant, Sir, and in it 

it talked about one, Davidson extorting $5,000 from the government. TI1at 

is the crime alleged and the search warrant is based on that. The nex~ 

day a question is asked of my han. friend and colleague in this House, 

the Hinister of Transportation over there who was President of the 

Treasury Board at the time and c•iinister of Finane'!, 
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Mr. ~!. N. Rowe: whether $5,000 was extorted out of the 

government. And he freely admitted, Mr. Speaker, there was no 

extortion involved with that $5,000, that the government paid a 

PK - 1 

bill legitimately presented, mind you not the whole hill, but they 

paid a portion of the bill freely and willingly for services rendered. 

Yet a member of the RCMP is put in the position of going down before 

a magistrate and swearino an affidavit to the effect that apparently 

a crime was coiTHTlitted when this $5,000 ~·as raid to this hon. ~entleman. 

Now who did that, Mr. Speaker? \~ho did it? Has it an RCMP officer 

who did it, I ~tould say, ne~ligently and perhaps without trainin~ 

in the legal nicities? Or was it a law officer of the Cro~m in the 

Department of Justice? I will not say it was the Minister of Justice 

himselfqhe probably never even saw it, but certainly he is responsible 

for it if it was done within his department. Is there somebody in the 

Depart~ent of Justice so lackino in knowledge of the facts of the law 

or so-what can you say about it?-so deliberately deceitful that they 

would actually draft up an affidavit or draft up the form of a search 

warrant based on facts which do not constitute a crime in order to get 

a search warrant so that that search warrant can then he taken and 

used to search the office of my han. co 11 eague? I mean, is that what 

has happened, Mr. Speaker? 

Even if you take it at its best,that it was 

just a chapter of errors and negligence and incompetence, what I am 

saying to you, Sir, is that this is what can happen; that it is possible 

if it can happen through negligence it can happen through design, 

it is possible for a Department of Justice or a whole government which 

is bent on keeping itself in ·power at any cost and getting rid of its 

critics, particularly in this House because we have certain immunities here 

and can say what we feel like sayina without risk of libel actions or 

slander actions, if a government is bent on getting members they can 

do deliberately what may have happened in an ignorant and incompetent 

fashion. I do not say deliberately in this particular case. They can 

trump up charges; they ::an allege crimes \~hich never ~tere committed; 

they can talk a police officer into the fact that this was in fact a 
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Mr. \~. N. Rowe: crime, he takes his advice from a law officer, 

he does not know necessarily whether these particular facts amount to 

a crime in law under the Criminal Code. He goes down and he gets a 

search warrant and he ransacks a member's office or someone else's 

office associated with this hon, House, a minister's office or anybody 

else. 

This has to be prevented, Sir. We have to have 

rules and regulations clearly setting out what are the privileges and 

immunities of members of this House as far as searches are concerned 

either at the instance of a police officer himself or at the instance 

of the Department of Justice. ~/e have to make sure that every member 

is protected. 

We also have to make certain, Mr. Speaker, that Your 

Honour is not put in the same awkward position that Your Honour was 

put in a couple of weeks ago when you are sitting in your office 

there and in comes a police constable or a police inspector and flings 

onto your desk a search warrant and puts Your Honour in the position 

of having to decide more or less on the spur of the moment whether 

that should be executed or not against an hon. member of this House. 

As my han. friend for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) has said, and as Your Honour 

has said, there was no precedent in the annals of Parliamentary history 

for a similar thing. Apparently it has never happened before, and 

r am sure there have been rouges and crooks and people who should have 

had their offices searched in connection with crimes somewhere along 

the line in the past 900 years of Parliamentary history in Great Britain, 

the last 150-odd years of Parliaments of a sort in Canada and throughout 

Australia and other Commonweath countries, Sir, yet apparently no precedent 

exists. The only precedent we have seen, which ~1as cited by Your Honour, 

was where the Speaker himself initiated an investigation and asked that 

a search take place. But we had not seen an instance where the police 

or the Department of Justice have taken it upon themselves to have an 

office of a member of Parliament searched. 

And that is another strong reason why we should draw 

up rules and regulations to make sure that if anything like this happens 

againior if anything is attempted like this a~ain, Sir, the riahts of the 
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:·iR. W. ROWE : member are protected and Your Honour 

is not put in the invidious, unenviable position of having to decide, 

on insufficient evidence based on what a police officer may tell 

Your Honour, Your Honour is not put in the position where he has to 

make a decision which Your Honour may live to regret, the ~ous£ may 

live to regret, which everybody may consider to be very inappropriate 

after the fact when the damage is done. 

Now, Sir, one or two small matters which 

I should deal with before sitting down; there is nothing much more to 

say on this, because most of it has been said. My friend from LaPoile 

(Mr. Neary) said it all in his speech and naturally he should have 

because he was the member who was most affected,and 'victimized' is 

probably the right word, by the actions which took place. 

I would like to see the me!Jlber for 

LaPoile, himself, on this Committee, but there is a conflict of interest. 

de cannot go on it. He is a member whose rights and privileges and 

immunities have already been referred to the Committee. 

I have already conferred with my colleague 

across the House, Mr. Speaker, about the fact that I and the member for 

the Straits of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts), both lawyers, and a couple of 

lawyers on the other side and the member for - well, the Hinister of 

Justice first five lawyers originally appointed to this Committee. 

It did not even occur to me at the time, Sir, until I heard the hen. the 

l·Iinister of Justice, in fact, mention it, I believe, when he got up 

ti1at we were in fact five lawyers. I do not think that five lawyers or 

even four lawyers should be on this Committee, }~. Speaker. I think we 

need some legal input from learned members in this House, but I do believe 

that persons who are not afflicted by too much knowledge of the law should 

also sit on tl;is Committee. I am glad to see that the member for 

Grand Falls (r!r. Lundrigan) will now be substituted for the Minister of 

Justice. 

I mentioned to the Acting House Leader 

that I would like to withdraw myself from the Committee in order to 

i1ave somebody else on this side of the Ifouse take my place. 
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:1R. W. !\.OWE: And we canvassed a few names and went 

over names and so on of people who are on various committees, and we 

arrived mutually at the decision that the member for Trinity -

Bay de Verde (}~. F. Rowe) should replace me on tnis Committee. 

And, Sir, I do not know if we need to move an amendment, I do not 

know -~at the Minister of Justice did when he substituted the member 

for Grand Falls (Ur. Lundrigan) • 

l1R. NEARY: 

withdraw, S:l,r. 

MR. DOODY: 

He asked for unanimous consent to 

He asked for consent to change 

the name, We will change that on the Hotion t=rrow. 

HR. W. ROWE: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

the change. 

HR. 1<. ROWE: 

That is right. 

With unanimous consent now one can make 

With unanimous consent, Sir, let me ask 

the House to delete the reference to ::he Leader of the Opposition -

.Al~ HON. MEMBER: 

i'JR. W. ROWE: 

That is a replacement • 

- and replace it with - well, we should 

do it in some kind of order - the member for Kilbride (Hr. Wells); tl1eu 

we si1ould have the hon. member for the Straits of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) 

and tne hon. member for Trinity- Bay de Verde (Hr. F. Rowe), be 

appointed, etc. with the unanimous consent of the House. And that leaves 

two laymen, so to speak, and three lawyers -

A...'i iiON. MENBER: That evens it out. 

MR. W. ROWE: Right - which should give a nice balance 

to it, l·~. Speaker. And, of course, there is the Speaker, yourself, who 

may be called upon to give some advice to this Committee at some point, 

not as a member but as an expert advisor on the rules and procedures. 

Your Honour is also a gentleman learned in the law as well. And all of 

us, of course, can make representations to the Committee. So I would 

think that that would be an appropriate amendment to be made by unanimous 

consent. 

Let me make one or two other very brief 

remarks, Sir. 
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HR. w. aowt: : On the question about this bon. Uouse 

being the hi&hest court in the land , that is correct; it has to be 

"Y ciefinition. Tllis Legislature is supreme within its legislative 

competency, within its sphere of jurisdiction as a Le"i.olature, just 

as the Rouse of CoiiDIIons in Ottawa is supreme within its jurisdiction. 

Over in Great Britain, ~!r. Speaker , where the idea of Parliament being 

the lli&hest court in the land is even stronger , you have tnere, of 

course, a House of Commons which ha,; complete power, it ca:1 do any thin~ 

it wants. Both the powers of the federal Parliament here and the ~rovincial 

Parliaments all repose in the one Parliament there and tllere.fore, 

you :tave tlrls idea of a Parliament oeing the highest court in the land. 

l~e are in a similar posit:!:on as far as 

our competency and j urisdiction are concerned . We make the law-s out we 

can also interpret the laws. As Your Honour well knows , by a motion of 

this .iouse we have t ite right to call any citizen oefore the llar of the 

ciouse , examine that citizen and 
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~ffi. :v. ROWE: have that citizen incarcerated by 

a mction of this House for matters which come wituin our 

legislative competency. T.J.e member shakes his head, Sir. ~/ell 

I advise him to look up his constitutional law. He have the 

rig:lt to do that, Sir. It is :J.ot a rig;1t which is exercised 

very often - nor should it be, nor >rill it be - but we do have 

that right. 

::R.. J. CA...~TER: 1i7ould tile Leader of the Opposition give 

~~ay for a moment? 21r. Speaker, the point that I "ras trying to 

ma!:e <~as that if for instance a dispute in la~v- arises ,it is of 

no use, I ~ told, to refer back to the debates in the House. 

That carries no weight whatsoever in any judici~ ~ecisiou. 

'!"t. c'l. R01iTE: That is right. 

::R. J. CARTE'R.: And it is a nice point rerhapF :1ut 

since t"e P.:ouse cannot interpret the law, can only make t:1e 

la<·r, the -Supreme Court of course in Newfoundland is not a 

creature of this House, it is a creature of the federal House, 

but spe~~ing of Parliament generally I suppose insofar as the 

House of Cm!!mons in Britain prest=mably, ! do not !<nm-r if it is 

the :lighest court in the land, it is the hi3hest power in the land, 

but it ''ould be a very nice point as to Hhether it is the hi~hest 

court in the land. T:le highest court is presumably the one ti1at 

it sets up, an.d I think ti1at their functions c.re some,vhat different 

am! I th::.nlc that is a very interesting debating ]?Oint. 

:IR. i-1. ROWE: Hell as 1ay friend from Burgee - Bay d' Espoir 

C·Ir. Simmons) said, ~Ir. Speaker, usi:J.g court in the narrow sense, 

we are talking about judicial court and so on, the House of Commons 

in Great Eritian could abolish t!J.e courts a.r•d wipe tllet;J. out tomorrow 

if they wanted to, in ten second by uu~ous consent. The majority 

of the House could wipe it out by giving the appropriate notice 

and so on. They can say what the laws of the courts, '-1hat t:1e rul'"s 

5530 



::R. :;. ROHE: and regulations of the courts trlll be. 

As has often been said, it is a nice 'luestion as to ,,Jhether 

it is law or interpretation but t:1e Parliament in England :;as 

the power to have a man legally considered to be a tvOI:l&"1, ond 

vice versa. That is often said. Or they could say that the 

han. member for St. John's :iorth (Nr. J. Carterl is ir..tellir;ent, 

they could go that far, Sir. 

_~}< mu. :':El!BER: No! They have that rmch power? 

l-!P.. ~L ROWE: Yes, Sir. They could go. In ot!1er 

:·;ords they have the power to i:la~ce :i.mpossi'Jle things possible, 

or appear to be possible 1 that somebody 1 s hair ~rill not~ 

henceforth be considered to be red instead of black a:J.d vice 

'7ersa, Sir, you know, from t:1e point of vietr of laws. So t!lai::. 

is uha.t ~,.re are talking about. :-Iow t~ese IJowers a.re never 

2.xerci.;cd becr1.usa ::arliame:J..t :1.as rc;poscd. in courts t:le ri6~1.t, 

under legislation and so on, the right to interpret laws, to 

=ke sure that justice and laws are fairly administered and 

so on and to take the administration of justice out of the partisan-

s:1ip t·Yhich inevitably comes from the exercise of pot7ers anC: 

jurisdictions in any parliament. But that does not mean that 

the rights and po-.;ers are not there., l~r. Speaker. They areo 

divided in Canada between the federal and provincial jurisdictions 

and therefore it is a little !:lore confusing. But the rights and 

?Owers are there within each of the jurisdictions of the various 

parliaments. 

Now, Sir, let t:J.e make one other point 

and that is t~1.is, that the i.t:J.portance of oJhat we are doing l1ere 

tonight is seen from the fact that Your Honol!r, •·rho has already 

been characterized by my han. friend from LaPoile (Hr. Neary) 

as one of the best, perhaps~he said,the best Speaker that •-re 

bn,Te seen in this House since Confederation. Certainly, Sir, I 
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L~\'·! nothinR tlut the !lig~cst respact 

:or Your ~nour s~ce I ~ave see~ you ~ oper3:i~n here ~r. t~is 

!:Ouse - fai!", i:l!p11rtial, doing Cilliser.t rasearch on all these 

:tuestions ar.J :ruri:ltai:lin:; a semilla.~e of or der, as r,uch o rdar 

as is nccessacy in thi.s Rouse of .\ssembly, cc::sistcnt ·de~ 

~ot and ~eated debat e and some of the very testy and heated 

questions 1•hic.h arise in the Rouse. 

~lo1·1, Sir, Your t!onour 1 for one of t~e 

fir st times in my "l!emory and ce rtain.ly I believe within the 

te rrns of referance of any research I hav~ c!o::e, fou::d that t,•hen 

an hon . m~er of the Bouse on the Opposition side of the Rouse 

rose and complained of a pr ima facie breach of privilege, Your 

Honour :ound that there was ~ fact a ~r~ facie brea~~ of 

?rivilage ;nd referred it to t!le unco~nv c~ttee on 

privileses ~d ~~ities. 

- 1 

Now, Sir, t!lere have been , as oy !lon. 

friend ~as said, ::ume!"ous occasions ~here there r~s been a ~=each 

of "rivilege and a !,)t"i.'!la facie case has been found con.::srr in:; 

O!lposition rum~ers - ::.'le member for <;c. John 's E:11st (''r. '!arsh:lll) 

"as "lne, for exa:n;>le - but in each case, 
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if my memory serves me rig~t, it lvas thought 

to be a breach of privileges so unanimously in the House that the 

C~vernment Eouse Leader on this occasion and other occasions, in fact 

brought_forward,presented the resolution which discit=lined the hon. 

r..emloer concerned. In this particular case we have a ,case lvhere a 

member of the Opposition,not apparently supported by the government 

members in his allegations of a prima facie breach of privilege,in 

fact had his presentation supported by the Speaker and the Speaker 

suggested if not ordered, at least sug~~sted to the Government Rouse 

Leader that the prima facie case of breach of privilege he refe~red 

to the Committee which is now in the pro~ess of being established. 

~!mv that, Sir, I believe is probably unprecedented in this House. I 

may be mistaken but it points out the importance of this matter, points 

out the embarrassing and awkwarr! position • Your lTonour l•Tas put in 

uhen he had to give the Okay, had to approve the execution oE a writ 

of su=ons because in order:·to do otherwise -the position Your Fonour 

was pu~ ·-ras that if you did otherwise, Mr. Speaker, it lvould look as if, 

as Your Honour yourself said,it would look as if the House of Assembly 

might be brought into scorn and contempt and the people of this Province 

might say, "Hell ,what is it about members of tlle House, why cannot they 

have their search lvarrants executed. Are they above the law?'<;ome 

specious arguments which were made in effect by some me!'1bers of the 

House about us being at.ove the law. Your Honour I think took the only 

judicious decision that Your Honour could take in a circumstance •1hich 

was fraught with difficulty. There may be arguments aa both sides. I have 

heard members say,I have said it in the House myself that perhaps Your 

Honour could have said 'no.' Your 'ijonour said 'yes:' But Your Honour should 

be speared that sw~-ward position and I believe Your Honour has recognized 

the importance of this by finding a pr:l.ma facie breach of privilege 

against my hon. friend, something as he eaid, ·.o~nich would seem to be passed 

over by the press. I hope the press do report it fully and widely :hat the 

Speaker of the Fouse found that there TiaY have l'een,at least ther.e appeared 

to ·he,on t~e surf~ce a case t~1at a ;r..~r-:·1her of 

5593 



and i=unities as a member of this House 

breached, broken,~y executive action or an agent of the government and 

that this matter should be referred to a Committee to in(1uire i.nto it. 

That is a historic first, Sir, in this -,House and points up the importance 

of 'fhat we are doing here tonight. 

I do not think there is anything else to say, 

Sir, about the matter. When the Committee brings in its report I hope 

t:"lat 'fe ~.rill have then some spirited debate on the Matter. I am ;;ure t!:Jere 

will not be total agreement. I look forward 'l."ith a great deal of expectation 

as to ·chat kinds of rules and regulations this Committee can bring in 

because it is ·an area which is surrounded by difficulties, It is an area 

which is surrounded by conflicts, an area in ~~ich one interest,the interest 

of having the members of ~~is House mf Assembly immune from unreasonable 

or even reasonable harrassment by the executive branch or by any other 

member of the public 1 comes into conflict with the rights and duties of the 

citiz.ens to have the criminal law pursued and preceeded with no matter what 

individuals are involved, members of the House or othen•ise~whether as 

~ntnesses or as accuse•1 or as people 'rith evidence in their possession 

and so on. These are ~o drastic conflicts which we-are up against here 

and it will be interesting to see how this r.o1!ll!'ittee and how this !'ouse 

resolves that difficult question. It is a question which will take some 

courage and some intelligence to resolvP- properly, nr. Speal-:er, and I 

do hope that the Committee which we ail!e now establishing brings in its 

recommendations forthrightly •!and shows the courage and intelligence which 

we all expect of them. 

SOl:E HON. }1EMBERS: 

!!R. SPEAKER: 

t'R. L Y.ARSHALL: 

Thank you, Sir. 

JTear, hear! 

The ~on. member for St. John's East. 

'·!r. Speaker, I do not propose to dwell on 

the substantive matters that resulted in this Committee 

being before the House or the matter of t1le appointment of it before 

the House. I would like to point out that there never has heen one before, 

a Privileges and Flection Committee, certainly there !1c.s not !)een 

one since l~L:9.r:1e pr,Jvision ••as mc;r_e for it in t"-e Standing l1rders <1nc 
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years ago 0ut for some reason or other no such Connit:tee <1as appointed. 
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Mr. Marshall: The actual functions of the Committee itself are 

matters as well that have to be gone into. I think this is probably 

the first area of enquiry. I do know that matters are very rarely 

referred to a Committee of this nature. In the House of Commons, 

it is my understandino that there has been only one such instance 

within recent years where . the House has seen fit to refer a matter 

to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. I do not know it is 

not a matter of the Committee brings in recommendations which can be 

debated as any other Committee will. It is not a function of the 

Committee to make rules and regulations as the hon. Leader of the 

Opposition indicated,but that is really a function of the Standing 

Committee on Rules and Procedures. 

The only remark I want to make by way of comment 

and the only real reason why I am on my feet is I would like to have it 

clarified that this in fact is a Standing Committee. The motion reads 

that a Committee of Privileges and Elections be constituted with a 

member's name there. Standing Order (84) provides for the appointment 

of a Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections. It is not quite 

clear from this motion as to whether or not this particular Committee 

is a Standing Committee. As it presently exists there by reason of 

defining it as Privileges and Elections, I suppose one could say it is 

a Standing Committee, but the Standing Orders are ex~licit as to the mode 

and method of appointment of Standino Committees; it has to be 

appointed in the first session of each Assembly and within a certain 

time frame. 

So what I suggest is this:because the Committee 

will obviously have to have many meetings and because it is not unlikely 

that many, if not most of the Committee meetings will perhaps occur 

when the House, this particular session has adjourned, although I 

anticipate having meetings before the session adjourns, that I think 

it ought to be made clear in the motion itself either that this is a 

Committee to be deemed to be a Standing Committee pursuant to Standing 
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Mr. Marshall: Order 84 (e) or else,if that is not appropriate, 

that there be power placed in this motion for the Committee to sit 

out of session as well as in session. 

But I think perhaps the most appropriate thing 

just to be quite sure that the Committee is not really a Select 

Corrrnittee tliat will end when this session prorogues is if the 

House considers it appropriate just expand the motion after the 

word 'members of the House of Assembly' just expand the motion to 

say, 'and that such Committee shall be deemed to be a Standing 

Committee within the meaninf! of Standing Order 84 (f)' or words to 

that effect. And the minister might like to consider that when he 

closes the debate. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Trinity-Bay de Verde. 

MR. F. ROI4E: Mr. Speaker, I did not know really whether I should 

speak to this particular motion since I have now been appointed to 

the Committee myself. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS_: Oh, oh! 

MR. F. ROWE: However since the member for St. John's 

East (Mr. Marshall} has spoken~ I too would just like to say just a few words,and 

in no way will I express opinions or wish to debate heavily this particular 

motion that a Committee of Privileges and Elections to consist of certain 

hon. members be appointed to examine the privileges and immunities of 

members of the House of Assembly. 

Sir, I would like to make just one or 

two points and that is that on that Committee that I ~1ill be serving 

on, I would not want the impression to leave the Chambers of this House 

that this Committee is being set up to simply protect members of this 

House or to leave the impression that we are indeed above the law. 

MR . ~J. N . ROWE : Right. 

MR. F. ROWE: Because this has been mentioned several 

times over the last two or three weeks, and I have heard it said outside 

of the House. And think it shoul'd be incumbent upon most members to 

point out, ~nd I will be making this point in the Committee that it is 

certainly not the main purpose of this Committee to simply protect members 
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Mr. F. Rowe: of this han. House or to leave any imoression whatsoever 

that they are in any way above the laws of this land. l·Je have the honour 

of milking the laws of this. land, but we are not above these same laws~ 

and I would not want that impression to go outside of the House. 

Sir, my fear with respect to immunity and 

privileges is not fear for or of the members themselves. But, Sir, 

my fear is the fear for the constituents, the constituents -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. F. ROWE: I too would like to say just a few words, and 

conversation. 

Sir, the point that I ~Jas trying to make was this 

is that I am not so concerned about any fear hon. members may have in 

this House with respect to their privileges. We have certain immunities 

anyway. We have a test casP so as to speak here now. But what I r~ally 

fear for, Sir, are the people whom I have the honour to serve. 

AN HON. ME.N!BER: A constjtuent's dealinr with an MHA. 

MR. F. ROWE: Precisely. 

Sir, I have in my files over the past five and 

a half years thousands of letters, thousands of notes as a result of 

telephone conversations from my constituents dealing with individual 

and family monetary problems, dealing with martial problems of a very 

personal nature, 
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;:R. F. ~~OWE: 

:lR. W. N. ROW"E: 

!lR. F. ROWE: 

l::C - 1 

dealing with pnycnological problell!S -

These could be considered client relationships. 

Well exactly- dealing with even some 

political observations made, some very partisan political observations 

made by certain constituents I certainly would not want hon. members 

opposite to see. Even unwanted pregnancies, Sir, certain people would write 

you a letter making accusations about some people in their own community 

or about people in public life which if made public would be slanderous 

or libelous, but in writing this letter, Sir, these people are being 

slanderous or libelous simply out of ignorance of the law and they do 

not know the difference. There are certain business proposals, Sir, that 

are brought to my attention; there are other kinds of legal problems; 

there are positive or negative recommendations that I may oe ~king on 

behalf of a constituent for the purpose of obtaining a job with the 

government or some private industry; there are confidential letters, 

Sir, between ministers and myself in representing my constituents. 

Now, Sir, this is the only point that 

I want to make, that one of my main motives when I serve on this 

particular committee is not just the privileges and immunities of 

~~Ders of this House of Assembly, but the privileges and the protection 

of the people whom I have the honour to represent, and I would hope that 

other members if they want to submit proposals or ideas to the members 

of the Committee would see fit to bring up these kinds of ideas • 

. tlR. J. CARTER: Do you see it (inaudible) • 

~lR. F. ROWE: I am sorry but I cannot hear the hon. member. 

MR. J. CARTER: Do you see it as the Committee's role to review the ri~hts and 

privileges of members of this House and then say your rights extend this far? 

}!3.. F. ROWE: Well, presumably this is the purpose of 

the Committee. Presumably this is ti1e purpose of setting up the COllllllittee , 

"To move that a Committee of Privileges and Elections to consist of 

certain hon. members be appointed to examine into the privileges and 

immunities of memhers of the liouse." ~'<ow presumably this Committee will 

then report back to the House of Assembly, and it would be the House of 
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)JR. F. ROl-lE: Assembly that would -

l·lR. J. CARTER: You do not feel that the (inaudible). 

NR.. F. ROWE: No. no. nothing like that at all. 

rais Committee. ~k. Speaker. reports back to the House of Assembly. 

l·IR.. J. Ou'l.TER: 

~JR. F. ROt*= : 

You can see us serving an active role. 

An active role. yes, and a role 

continuing on over the years. But the point that I am making here, 

Sir. is it seems to me that up to this particular point in the debate 

an awful lot has been said about the privileges and lim~ities of 

members. And the point that I am making is that I think one of the 

roles of this Committee is they should focus in on the protection of 

the people whom we have the honour of representing in this han. House 

and the private correspondence that goes on between certain hon. members 

and their constituents. I think that is a very important point. 

NR. SPEAKER: (Dr. Collins) The hon. the member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Thank you. }rr. Chairman. Just a brief 

word, and that is that I am very happy to see t :.e Committee has been 

established because I do believe that it is important that the general 

public, our constituents, have some feeling that there is a confidentiality 

with dealing with members of the House of Assembly. 

I am in receipt of a letter, for example. 

in the last five days 
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Mr. Nolan: from a civil servant and in that letter he points 

out that certain things are happening by certain ~roups who are in the 

employ, are paid out of public monies in t~is Province who are abusin~ 

certain privileges that are available to them. And the letter is 

unsigned. However, the person does say, the person writing the 

letter says that he is working in a certain department of government. 

He also states that he would be auite prepared to give his name if he 

was assured that his name would not be revealed to anybody - as simple 

as that. 

Now then why do I get this letter in this ~1eek unsigned?­

not that I have not had letters unsioned before. But it has now come 

to pass that citizens heretofore had believed that their dealings with members 

of the House of Assembly,whether they were talking about political 

matters, pension funds, or their pension, or welfare, or any number 

of things, and all of a sudden we find, for example, this latest fuss 

that came about most regretably in this House of Assembly within recent 

weeks and that is this telephone business and the members of the Opposition 

and all the rest of it 1 a . most unfortunate happening because whether 

it ~1as intended or not it appears to all concerned that it was a threat 

against the confidentially and so on of the members of the House, not 

just on this side, but on any side. And those members who are sitting 

here now may recall when I rose that day when this matter came up, and 

I said how surprised I was to hear it raised because it would never happen 

in any other le~islative assembly. Did you ever hear it raised in the 

House of Commons amongst the P.Cs. or Liberals in Ottawa? Did you ever 

hear it raised amongst the Labour and P.C. people in ~!estminster? Did 

you ever hear it raised in New Zealand or anywhere else? No. 

But what happened here and why was it raised? Well 

I am afraid it was probably raised because someone lost their cool, namely, 

the Premier, and he blew his stack in a most unfortunate way. And so 

the Hansard will prove that I stood and suggested that it no longer be 

taken care of in the Department of Public \~ arks, but that it be handled 

through the Speaker's office. And the Hansard will indicate that I said 
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Mr. Nolan: this. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NOLAN: And that is exactly what the Speaker 

finally brought in -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NOLAN: - which we were so pleased to see. 

Now I hope that whatever shortcomings we 

all may suffer from here in this House of Assembly, and God knows we 

all suffer from some, that we will not have this type of thing happen 

again. Members of the House of Assembly have enough problems and 

handicaps to operate under from time to time that they do not need to 

have additional burdens,no matter what side of the House they sit on, 

to ~ave additional burdens and threats heaped upon them because it will 

not do. 

There are people who look upon things, 

privacy and confidentially- I mean there are many things that people talk 

to me about in a most private and almost sacred manner, nothing private 

about it in many ways, but they think it should be. And if they think 

it should be private have no business openinq my yap about it. It is 

as simple as that. What they may talk about may be kno~'n to any 

number of people for some reason or another, but that is not the point. If 

They go to the hon. member,and I am sure hundreds have,for St. John's 

Centre (Mr. Murphy) on private matters, I am sure it is always 

private. 

MR. MURPHY: I have never a_ccepted a collect call in my 

life in this House.! think it is disoraceful the thousands and thousands 

and thousands of dollars of the taxpayer money wasted for foolish calls. 

MR. RIDEOUT : That is good for you to say representing St. 

John's. 

MR. FLIGHT: In St. John's you do not have to acceot the collect calls. 

MR. ~JRPHY: Thousands and thousands· of dollars worth of foolish calls. 
I presume all of these statistics (inaudible). 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Order! Order! 
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'!P.. "!URPHY : There !'hone calls are an absolute r.raste of 

the t~~ayers' ~oney. I think it is criminal,it is absolutely 

crim!:!al and I •-ronld like to knovr what some of these calls 

' .. .rere about. 

'ITt. ~IDEOT.'l"!' : "all your leader is trying to fin<l out. 

-~\.. :ru~.r!~I: ------ Absolutely cr~ainal, wasting 

t:1~ taxpayers' noney. It should be abolished entirely. 

H'<lat a bunch of foolishness. Tory J 

~·:1-.~.er:. I Has i::t the P.:ouse and. s~ateC over 

t:1ere as Leader of t!:!e Opposition, I paid the talep:-10ne bill ou 

be:,alf of -

: ~. ~!C!.P-.17 : A point of order, :·lr. C:1airrnall. I :1ave 

stood ;-,ere ;:-,m,; for three oiuutes and I hc.ve be2n Hai:~g for you 

~o r~le on t!1is r::.an. 

Jo ~ot 'bri::.~ :-le .~n. to any debate. 

If you '-rant to speak to i: speak to it. Do not trin11: me into it. 

:!R.. CF ... URNAH: Order, please! Order, please! A point 

of order has come U?. I U!lderstand. the hon. me~ber is cot cor..doning 

t~e i:lt~rj:;ctions a1.1.d I ... roul.U tl1erefore ask l1on. m.e~.!:lers to allow ~1im 

to continue his remarks. 

The :1on. member for Conception Bay South. 

~fR. RITIEOUT : Go back to Sarasota. 

:m. NOL.I;ll : '_,Tell now we :1ave heard a dissertation 

on what we all should pay close attention to and I hope tr.at all 

members ~•ill collect the liansard and have it framed and distributed 

to their constituents to see what phone calls they should accept.lcollect 

or ot:,er.-lise, because all the Yisdom gathered over the years from 

the :.on. gentleman how could we dare not pay close attention to 

it. Sue~ a display of arro11;ance! ~faybe t~e hon. :nember vill now tell 

us vhen he is going to resign because his friends are already plotting 

to replace c1im. 

I r:tight do it tonorrow if t:1is keen:=; ttr. 

~m "'"·JL_".::: ------
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=d check 1d.th some of h:!.s friends 1-'ho 

are already offering his seat to various members ~~:,o· !'light 

run. 

They may C.O that. 

:IR. ~!OLAN: Yes. :Ie.ybe another t:!entber to lo1ver 

the prices of beer. 

AN EON. ~!E:·~Eil: Good. 

All I heard was 'Congratulations 'Aok~' The oi~gest 

contribution this hon. member has ever made to this llouse of Assembly, 

~·the price of beer, thirteen years ago. 

:O!P.. F. ;·miTE : At least he has made one. 

You are right up to date. 

• :R. l':OLAN: The fact is that ?eople have to have a d.:;ht 

to cor~t:S:>ond by t:eleptone or 2IlY other uay 1•it~ the o·1C!!'.!:lers of tili~ 

Eouse o£ P~seculy. 

MI RON. HEl:lBER: Hear, hear! 

~~ .• NOL<\..'T: And if the ?rivilege is there for tllem 

to call collect,in apite of tll.e han. meMber o-;>?osite, they <:hould h:we 

a right to do so. 

,., 
1..:.~. NOLAN: 

Sock it to hb. 

It is as simple as that. I£ the han. 

!<lember had his "•!ay he l·muld still have public hanr;ings in this 

Province,for God's sake! He is living in the seventeent:, century. 

:m. ~!URPHY: (Inaudible) • 

~!R. NOLAN: Sure. Fight. Yes. Public flayings. 

Flogging. 

Tie them up at the hitching ~ost en 

Brazil Square end ~T,ip them t:o death. Yes. Yes. God :1elp us. 

Another Christian loose -

~1R. RIDEOUT: That is a Cabinet Minister. 

: n>.. ~lOLAN: Tilat is a Cabinet )finis ter. So the 

f2.ct is let t!J.is Co~.ittee go to uork a~d bring i::1 a rr>.:'ort because 



~~. O!OLA:.'l': t~e House of Assembly, lvill continue 

to benefit from it and so the sooner we get those who a~e 

aprointed to 1vork and !lleeting and so on then the better for us 

all, ~!r. C:1airma11.. 

SOHE RON. ME}ffiEJlS : 

~!R. CRAI~f.AN: 

'IT.. ST?_>\CP...ft.ll: 

Hear , hear! 

~e han. member for Eagle River. 

:'1r. Chainr.an, I would like to talk 

- 3 

on this motion :1ere for a few minutes especially concerni;::g sc:ne 

points raised by the o.ember for St. John's "orth C~r. J. Carter) 

a.-v.l i:he member £or St. John's East Zxtern (;tr. Hic~"e.y), concerniw.g 

t:1e very toucny point of bringing up in this Rouse allegations 

and sta.te!!lents and cl1arges and so on in this 3:ouse. 

: :P. • ill C:-GY : ':Ch.e :1on. member die not say ?.. Hard. 

Earlier on there 1vas 2. discussion. 

a discourse 1-.P.tTveen the member and ~>..,. rrember for LaPoile 

(Hr. i'eary) and I feel therefore that I wish to say some 

things on this matters especially since I never uelonged to 

&•Y fo~er ad:ninistrations and t~erefore I am quite clear and 

clean, if you want to call it that, whatever it is you want to call it. 

!·'01.. DOODY: I know the feeling. 

Sm. IE HON. I !E:!BEP.S: 

~TI.~ .. STRACHAN: 

or not? 

offi.S • MCIS SAC : 

.~T HON. ~:!EHBER: 

XR. STRACHAN: 

Hear, hear! 

Did the member say he did :mow t:1e feeling 

He knows the feeling. 

Once upon a time. 

But I know that in this area :1ere a11d 

it is brought up in t~1e discussion here quite I1eatedly about 

the Opposition bringing up charges and I would like to explei::J. 

some of the feeli;:w;s chat I :.ave ou this matt<::r since I have 

become involved in it to a certain extent with my friend and 

colleague, t!:le nember for LaPoile (Hr. Neary) and nembers of the 

O?position i:1 t:,is receu.t affair which caused ti1is motion to 

~~ ~lacecl before the Iiouse. 
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~'R STRACHAN: I imagine at one time that the legislature 

here was just that, it was a legislature, that in fact it was mostly 

lawyers who were in here drafting legislation or putting legislation 

or arguing legislation and putting it in force. That apart from the 

Budget Debate that was the only debate there was really or debates about 

speeches in one's district. In other words it was a very tidy, clean 

organization in here mainly represented by neat legal minds. Now that 

the Rouse of Assembly has less lawyers and less neat legal minds and 

have more ordinary people, people who are not legal and so on we have 

come into a situation now where we are starting to examine the record 

of the administration. And from an Opposition point of view and from 

our point of view surely that is what this House of Assembly is. It is 

our opportunity because the House of Assembly,as I see it,is an 

Opposition forum, a good forum. Obvious!} government or any administration 

do not want the House of Assembly to be here~ they would prefer not to 

because it is a bit of harassment, it is a time when one has to sit 

and take mud being thrown at you or examination of your expenditures 

and 1 in general,most times government would not want to have the Rouse 

of Assembly called into play. However as an Opposition forum it is 

our right during Question Period to question the government, it is our 

right during the Budget Debate to ~uestion the expenditures of 

government .And this is what the House of Assembly more and more has 

come to be,a place where the Opposition question 1because we feel and 

I feel definitely as Opposition that when the House of Assembly closes 

that is it for anotheryear and I am sure the government members and 

the government ministers especially must feel the same. They can go 

back to government by press releases at which the only response they 

can get from us is a press release to counteract their press release with 

the result that the House of Assembly is the only place where as Opposition 

members ~~e can start questioning in detail, face to face, the expenditures 

of government. This is why we start questioning and start arguing. 

Obviously in a Rouse such as this in which the numbers are reasonably 

close the government does not have total control of"it and therefore it 
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~''!1. STIACHAN: ------ is an Opposition forum in which t-~e can 

question the ministers and the ongoings of the administration. 

Surely then in that case here where we 

feel that there is sufficient evidence of what we may feel to be corruption 

or bribery or influence peddling or whatever it is from our point of 

view and being non-legal minds surely it is our right after we have 

examined the evidence that comes to us on government spending, surely 

it it our right as Opposition members here to question government 

ministers on the spending of their departments c·r of they themselves, 

to question contracts, to question situations they have got themselves 

into. Surely that is our right. The argument then based on the gray 

area here of allegations and charges as to when a member has the right 

therefore to come into the House and place on the table of the House 

in public, because this is what this is here, information which he has on 

his person, information which he has obtained, information which he 

has collected and is now placing on the table of the House and therefore 

making a public allegation against a minister or a department opposite 

in government. 

AN HON.HEMBER: What if the allegation is unjust? 

MF. STRACHAN: If the allegation is made mischievously 

I think the rules of the Houseare quite clear. If it is done on a 

mischievous basis tten the member in tabling his documen~ on mischievous 

grounds or knowing it to be false as it states then surely the member 

can be disciplined by the Chair and disciplined by this House· 

MR. NEARY: True. 

MF • STM.CRAN : That is the t.ray we have researched it 

and done a bit of work and being non-legal · 

of what we are doing at the moment. So what we are doing is collecting 

information but not being lawyers,nor do we want to bring into play lawyers 

or anyone else,we are collecting enough information and we believe we 

have sufficient information to prove a prima facie case of some kind of 

corruption,of whatever it is,or influence peddling , where it is. 

It is up to the individual member of course to decide when he thinks he 

has sufficient evidence. Obviously he maybe wrong; obviously the member 

may he hringing up information which is totally and absolutely wrong 
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"F. STRJ..CHM.J: and false. Then it will be that 

member's credibility whtch is on trial as well. Sut surely if he has 

information which 



: IR. I. STRACH.A~l : 

~e believes to be true and he is sufficient sure of it, then surely it is 

his right as a member here to question the government anrl question 

the administration -

}!R. S. NEARY: In this case it has been proven by an 

executive assistant to be true,stated publicly on television. 

~.ffi.. I. STRACHA.'f: The point that I am expressing further to 

that is that t~hy would a member of this Rouse, an Opposition member 

of this House lay on the table of the House information? lfuy does not 

that member, for instance, take all that information he has and give 

it to the ",C}!P or give it to a police force? Hhy does he have to lay it 

on the taole of the Rouse? And that is the prime question that we were 

arguing recently and have been arguing recently,~ecause in essence we 

a~e asking many times the administration over t~ere to investisate 

i:selr, to l~y char3es against itself and to discioline itself ann the 

reason why ~e feel that this situation often leads to a lessening of the 

charges or allegations, as is now about cover-up, which are questioned 

'Jecause the Department of Justice has been sitting on cases for a long 

period of time 1because there seems to be some conflict between the neT 

and the Department of Justice. Then obviously what has happened is t~at 

we are af~id that if this information is not made public or tabled as 

much as we have at the moment that in effect what will hap~en is that 

the administration,through the police force,will take that information, 

tne administration will collect that information, that information will go 

to the administration and they ~•ill decide the charges that have to be 

laid. And there it lays locked up until some time down the road the 

administration changes. 

Our ar~~nt hasically here is that we feel 

t'lat in some of the cases we have sufficient :l.nformation to believe that 

there are some wrongdoings. He j_ust believe it. He therefore have to 

decide whether that information should be turned over to the police force 

but let us look at the procedure. Hhat we are questioning here in this 

argument a: d what t•as questioned by the member for St. John's 'Torth 
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!·~ • I . STP..ACIW'T: (:·!r. J. Carter) is that if information 

is collected why not give it to the R~; the RC~~ are investigating 

now,why do we not shut up, why do we not stop talking about this; 

the ?..OIP are doing it all. lve realize that full tve!.l but we also 

realize that as soon as they are finished their investigation 

·MR. S. ~Y: It can be controlled. 

HR. I. STRACHAN: - they will then pass the investigation 

and the evidence back to the administration who will then be asked to 

lay charges against itself if there is wrongdoing. And we feel that in 

that case there the charges will never be laid and we feel that it will 

be sat on and sat on for a long period of tima. Becau~e we do believe, in 

a .· case that I explained to the ~f.inister of ~!unicipal Affairs this 

afternoon -and to ne that tvas kind of a scornful ans•;er that the !'linister 

of Xunicipal Affairs, for instance, and an investigation by the ':'C"'T, r:uite 

freely admitted this afternoon to sol!lE'one tvho ,,;as slir,hterl in that 

investigation that the minister was a messenger of someone -

:':" .. S. 'TEARY: ------- What? A messenger? 

c':l.. I. STF_<\CHAU: - that the min:!.st~r 'believed that t'1e :nan 

c·ras guilty or shoulcl . ~e fired alvay,t•hich t·1as his statel'lent,felt that 

he should ~e well removed -

H"... Dil'!:T: I did not say that. 

~·~. I. STRA.C!-IP .. N' ~ - and in fact agreed in meetings to ~ave h~n 

removed. 

:·:!R. S • NEARY : The minister said he was a messenger. I heard 

him. 

;.rn.. 1J INN : A point of order, l-!r. Chairman. 

:·IF.. (;HAIPJ-!.<1.}1: A point of order. 

l':R. !liNN: I never in my life said anyone in Labrador 

City was guilty or should be charged or anything of that n!ttnr·=. I said 

quite clearly this afternoon that everyone is innocent •until proven 

guilty. That is w~.at I said this afternoon and t!l.at is what I think 

the hon. member should get through his thick skull! 

,., 
l - · · 

S. ' lE..\'l.Y : ' ·Tell if the rni,jster saiti -
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~!:t . GiAil'.!~l: (DR. COllTh"'S) Order, please! 

:'R. s. :a:ARY: !o that point of order , Sir. 

:!R. rttUR}~!l : To the po~t of order. 

'!."! . s. 'u\RY: Yr. Chaircan, that is not 11 point of 

order at all, Sir, i t is just a natter of opinion . -

::t. D:C-t-!: I made the point. 

~. S. lftARY: - be~een two hon. gentlemen.! did hear 

the hon. gentleman today that he acted as a messenger and that is what 

my hon . friend sa~d and that can be bo~e out, Sir, by checking 

!lansard -

That is what somebody said . 

}!R . s. ).'l:AR,!: So the hon. - can you imagine, ~·r . Chai rma.'l, 

a minister being a ressenger ,a flunky for some corporaticn in this 

country,.a cessenger-

Justice which is my duty. 

"R. S • ~lEARY: 

~ 'R. OI):":\: 

"'!' • • S . ~lEARY: 

I carried infonr.ation to the ".inister of 

From whol'l? 

Informa=ion - I am going to tell you? 

Prom ~!r. ' !ulr~ney to the "inister of 

Justice. The minister was flunky,1 messenger for some mulci~national 

corporation -

!·:F, . r:tiAil'J·!AN : (DR; COLLr!S) : Order,please ! Order, please! 

The issue be fo re the rhair is one of 

a ~oint of order . I do not think that one needs to rule on it as 

i t is a matter of explanexion from one member to the other. 

Ron. member. 

Let: me cry it from another angle chen, '!r . 

Chainr.an . In essence 
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Mr. Strachan: what has happened in this case here where he started 

off .. is that an ordinary citizen in Labrador City because for almost two years 

an investigation,which we understand has been completed, we understand -

AN HON. MEMBER: lo/ha t has this got to do with it? 

MR. STRACHAN: Just a minute now. This has very much 

to do with this, and very much to do with what was brought up by the 

member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter), and very much to do with 

the tactics being followed by us in some of ou: information ~-rhich we 

have because we believe that in some cases , in many cases 

information is either supressed or sat on or kept down. It so 

happens that this Thursday an in.nocent, or so far an innocent citizen 

has decided because of RCMP investigations, because of a scandal w~ich 

he is alleged to be involved in, which has never come to fruition and 

no charge has been laid,for which he has lost his job, suspended until 

the 1st. of Aoril and then through a meeting which I think the minister 

took part in, he was suspended or fired, whatsoever occurred anyway he 
.. 

was laid off eventually in April; he has lost his job, he has lost his 

ability to work, he cannot find work, he cannot be given work, yet no 

charge has been laid against him. In other words he feels very 

definitely that •.~hat has occurred is that much of the information has 

been sat on and he now is takin~ to court the Town Council because he 

feels the charges should have been laid: Is he guilty or not? 

Our argument basically in many of it is 

when we look at the record or when we look at some of what happens 

we feel that if allegations of misspending or wrongdoing of any sort 

against the administration we would not want the administration to be 

tot~llv in charge of investigating themselves. And that is why 

that bringing it into the House of Assembly here is the only time 

that an opposition can examine or cause to be examined information 

which we feel shows wrongdoing on behalf of the administration. And 

I think it is fundamentally important that we understand that to he the 

case of-~thy the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) for instance had gone 

through the route he did, He had asked various sources to carry out 

public inouiries a long time ago. He had asked for information to be 
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Mr. Strachan: put out, a public inquiry or iln.V kind of inquiry, 

but he is afraid and definitely afraid that if his allegations are 

true-and he believes them to be so, otherwise he would not have brought 

into this House- that if he believes them to be true. and they are not 

made public now, tnat if they are kept within the confines of the police~ 

~!ho will then report to the administration opposite, the Minister of 

Justice,who is a political appointee, how can a minister lay charges 

against another one of his colleagues• that surely the charges can 

be watered down, if they are so. If he is innocent lay it out and 

we would expect in that case that if they are innocent it would all be 

laid out very quickly. And that is our basic argument here, that 

we feel that surely the Opposition in examining government and in finding 

what thPv believe, and it is up to each individual member of course to 

decide if the information he has is sufficient to present before the House. 

And surely it is his right to lay allegations or charges. And it is 

this forum, the House of Assembly in which it is the administration's 

opposite right to defend their spending of the public dollar. Surely 

that is what is basic about this House of Assembly, and that is what 

a good Opposition is about. 

I am sure for instance that the member for St. 

John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey) I think at one time was over on this 

side, and I saw him perform many times from this side, and I am sure that 

the member for St. John's East Extern was not very kind in any examination 

of the spending of the public dollar from that side. 

MR. T. HICKEY : 

anything. 

MR. STRACHAN: 

~1R. NEARY: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

Yes ,but I did not break the law or 

Well,I remember he got a flick once, a few times. 

remember once the hon. gentleman got up and -

remember -

-·· the whole Opposition got kicked out 

MR. STRACHAN: I do not remember what the story was, but I remember 

certainly when other members were present here and the Opoosition \~as 

strengthened, and surely there were charges of allegations by the member 

in Ottawa for St. John's ~lest, is it? 
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MR. NEARY: 

1-R. STRACHAN: 

~1R. NEARY: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

Taoe 19~0 (Ni~ht) 

Oh yes. 

- many allegations were made aN>ut misspending. 

The whole works got kicked out one time. 

But now because the member.s ooposite there 

~re on the receiving end of i t , then there is something w~ong with us 

here for laying out our allegations. Surely this is a good place 

for these allegations to be laid out. This is the examination i n 

nut 1 ic 
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of the spending of your departments. 

HR. HICKEY: We were guilty of a difference of opinion 

between two han. members. 

~!.R. STRACHAN: You were guilty of not proceeding so, 

therefore, the member by corolary agrees with me that you were guilty 

of not proceeding with examination of the dollar, of the spending of money, 

which in essence agrees with what I am stating, that if you are guilty 

then we do not want to share the same guilt as the han. member for 

St. John's North (Hr. J. Carter). 

HR. NEARY: 

l1R. STRACHAL'l': 

Hear, hear! 

I believe in what the member for LaPoile 

(Mr. Neary) is doing in this case, and I stand by him in what he is 

doing here because I believe he l~s a case. At least he has information 

which looks like it. If it is wrong let the administration rrove it is 

wrong. But to try to play off the fact taat by making allegations of 

misspending the member here is committing a crime by making these 

allegations then I think this is totally wrong. And it is the House of 

Assembly in here, for we have the only opportunity iu a year's time to 

examine face to face the spending of the administration opposite. And 

that is our function in here, surely our function, and to remove that 

function by trying to make us all sit here on a Sunday School picnic 

and be good little Brownies, surely it will improve the language of the 

aouse, it may improve our behaviour, but what it does is give carte 

blanche to the administration to spend money as they wish and do what 

they like because they will never be questioned because we have to be 

nice. 

AI.'< HOI~. HEMBER: 

,.JR. STRACHAN: 

Al.'l HON. MEMBER: 

l1R. STRACHAN: 

That is right. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe there are -

Freedom of Speech. 

Yes, there are certain freedoms of this 

House and there are freedoms of the Opposition, and I feel very strongly 

that if a member of the Opposition makes allegations wildly, lashes them 

out - and I aE not talking about chit-chat in debate or throwing back and 
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HR. STRACilAN: forth, because many times we see that 

some of the allegations which are made back and forth are created and 

caused by the members themselves who engage in repartee, and if it 

hurts, then it hurts. }~ny of these are never formal allegations, they 

are just talk, banter, sometimes very severe banter whichgoes on, but 

a member in many cases who gets it usually asks for it. I am not 

talking about these kinds of situations, I am talking about serious 

allegations of which something is tabled, documents are tabled, and 

the member who tables them believes in essence that he is right, that 

what information he has he believes to be right and he places it on the 

table of the 3:ouse for examination. And if we all have to be lawyers 

in here i.""l order to be able to examine government spending then 

I suggest that this House is irrelevant. 

So I feel, Hr. Speaker, that in the 

case of ·,;here the ;nember for St. Jolm 1 s North (Hr. J. Carter) raised tae 

question that we feel strongly that - an~ the tacling of some charges and 

the tabling of information here in this House - that in asking for inquiry 

in this i:iouse that we are concerned, and the reason why we feel that it 

should be made public is that the administration often will not take 

action against itself. And that would be very natural that tne administration 

would not take action against itself. And to pass it off that because the 

police are inquiring or that the RC!1P are having an inquiry that everything 

is okay and hunky-dory, ,;e just do not believe that to be true, because 

in essence the information that they collect still has to come back to 

the administration for charges to be laid against themselves. The only 

way, we feel, around that is for a public inquiry where the information 

so collected is laid out in public and nothing private. 

I therefore feel, Nr. Speaker, that the 

actions which led up to this motion being placed now in the douse, 

it is unfortunate that a certain series of actions had to occur before 

this motion was placed in the House because I believe that the actions 

wilich took place were legitimate, correct and part of a good Opposition 
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Mr. Strachan: carefully examining the expeditures of the administration. 

But I think it is our function as an Opposition to continue doing so 

and to continue investigating,and we may not always be right, many times 

we will be wron9, but if that means that ~/hen we are wrong we must never 

make any charges, and we must never lay anything on the Table of the 

House, that we must never question in Question Period expenditures of 

a department, that we must never question in the Budget Dehate expenditures 

of departments, if that what it is to be wrong and we got to sit here 

mum, then we might as well resi~n and Qet the hell out of it. And 

I believe that the member for LaPoile (1.1r. Neary) has every right in the 

world, if you have read very carefully as I have, very, very carefully 

the evidence that he has collected over a period of time, if you read 

that very carefully, and I am in a fortunate position to have seen mucr 

more evidence than has been laid out so far, if you read it very, very 

carefully then, in essence, the member is doing his duty and what he 

believes to be his duty. And to state that the member should turn over 

all evidence to the RCMP and turn over everything he has because the 

RCMP are investigatinl_l is, we believe, and we havP di~r.u<:<:Prl thic: 

very seriously, we believe a v1rong way of going about it. If it 

did so and the RCMP then !elated this evidence to a public inauiry,then 

am sure that we would shut up and put the information forward. But 

am sure we believe that what information we have we must proceed with 

it and investigate and keep pushing and see v•hat occurs with it. And 

I am sure the member for LaPoile can well talk for himself, but I am 

standing here tonight because I feel that it is totally and absolutely 

justified, and in fact in some cases I was shocked by some of the thin~s. 

MR. NEARY: What about the gentlem'n with Christian consciences 

niiPr tnPrp? [~hat dO the_y fee 1 abOUt t,hi S? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh. oh! 

MR. STRACHAN: But I believe it is, and I am sure if we were over 

there, and the gentlemen over there were over here you would be doing 

exactly the same to us. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Certainlv nnt (inaudi~le). 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

duty. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

Tape 1982 (Night) 

\~e 11 if you ~:ere not you were not doing your 

Is that so? 

Is there a bill coming up, something urgent? 

Carry on, boy! 

PK - 2 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKEY: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

Is there a hockev nn~e on tonicht? 

No,unfortunately. Are you suggesting (inaudible) . 

All I am suggesting is you would love it 

too. I am suggesting it is very akin to your nature, very akin to 

your nature to question. I am sure you ~·oul d not take the other role 

of just advising us and pleading 1•ith us that as an administration we sf ,Juld 

be doinc so and so and so and so, ana advocating that we should follow 

this line and that. I am sure that as an Opposition if you are doing 

your duty you would question every dollar as much as possible within the 

system, and the House of Assembly is the only time we are called together 

to investigate it or to look into it, government spending, Because 

once it is dissolved then that is the end. That is virtually the 

end of any onoosition examination of the spending of the administration . 

because then it becomes by press releases and, in essence, 

opposition by press releases. ~Je respond only in press releases. 

That is all we will see for the next six months or eight months or nine 

months. That is a fact. I live in Labrador and all I get is a press 

release. I hear a press release from the Minister of Mines and Energy 

and I do not even hear it in many cases, and I get some radio station or 

somebody calling up and informin~ me that a minister made a statement 

last night and would I like to respond to it? And I never heard of it 

before. It is the first I ever heard of it many times, because I do not 

get many of the news medias as you get here. So it is, in essence, 

government by press release, and Opposition responds by press release. 

Another press statement or a statement to press and that is it. The 

House of Assembly is the only time that we can very carefully in detail 

analyze and examine the spending of government, and it is our right and 

our duty and we should do it and we will continue to do it. 
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MR. PECKFORD: Nobody is arguing that point, I do not know 

what you are getting at. 

MR. STRACHAN: ~'Y argument is that the member for St. John's 

North (Mr. J. Carter} who says, that we cannot lay charges and information -

MR. PECKFORD: That is different in a sense. 

MR: STRACHAN: Wait a minute now. I have already gone 

through that, If you had been present here you would have already 

seen that I went through all of this. If you want me to go through 

it aaain I will qo through it again. 

MR. PECKFORD : Go through it again. 

MR. STRACHAN: ~r. Speaker, I support the motion. 

MR. NEARY: The han. member for Exploits (Dr. Twomey) 

there with his hearing aid he can hear more. 
MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): If the han. minister speaks now he will 

close the debate. 

MR. PECKFORD: I thank the han. gentlemen for a most 

interesting evening and a fai.rly relevant debate all the way through as 

it relates to Motion 6. 
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~'P. PECKFORD; There have been a number of points made 

considering the resolution itself. Number one, the Leader of the Opposition 

mentioned that he would rather not be a part of the committee and be 

replaced by a person fr~ the other side who is not a member of the 

legal profession. We have accepted that and that will I trust, Mr. Speaker, 

be accomodated now as we put the motion.And secondly~the member 

for St. John's East OMr.Marshall) mentioned the business of what kind 

a committee it was. All it says is there is a Committee on Privileges ~d 

Elections and there is the dramatic technicality I suppose of including 

before the word committee; Stand~g Committee to make that proper 

and then everything else flows pretty naturally from it. So I would 

move an amendment if necessary or by unanimous consent that we put before 

the word committee,"Standing"and then I think the motion is in good 

stead and has been cleared up to everybody's satisfaction. 

I must say, Y.r. Speaker, I think it is 

a wise decision on the part of bon. memb~rs to have a number of people 

who are not lawyers on the committee and I think we have a good balance 

there now. I think that the original composition of the committee was 

not in the best interest of the House and I think now it reflects more 

clearly the broad spectrum of occupations and whatever tHat we have 

in the House and so for that I think the debate has been totally worthwhile. 

Hr. Speaker, I am not going to get into 

a long dissertation on it. We all know what it is all about, the bon. 

members have elaborated on it and therefore I think we can move on 

through to pass the motion this evening and get on with the job of doing 

it. 

MR. SPEAKER; Before putting the question I will read 

it. It is my understanding that there is unanimous consent, number nne, 

to change the composition as indicated and,number t~.ro, to indicate 

specifically that it wo~d be a Standing Committee so the resolution n~ 

reads that"The Standing Committee of Privileges and Elections to consist 

of the hon. member for St. Joh·c_'s East (:l-fr- Marshall), the hon. the member 

for Grand Falls (}!r.Lundrigan), the hon. the member for Kilbride (l•r.Wells), 
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"R. SPEAKER: the hon . the member for t he Stra1 t of Belle 

Isle (~r.Roberts) , and the bon. the member for Trinity-Bay De qerde(~x.F. 

Rowe) be appointed to examine into the privileges and illlmunities of 

members of the Rouse of Asse1Dbly . " 

"Aye" . Contrary "Nay" , 

~. PECKFOFD : 

~!R . SPEAKER: 

~'R. PECJa'O.RD : 

All those in f avour of the resolution, 

Carried. 

On motion resolution, Carried . 

~l.r . Speaker. 

The hon. minister. 

I move that we call i t 11 o'clock and 

adjourn until tomorrow, Tuesday at 2 o'clock . 

ll!lt. SPEAKER: It has been moved that this Rouse adjourn 

unt il ·tomorrow, Tuesday at 2 p.m. 

Those in favour "Aye", Cont:ray ''Nay", 

·r:arried. 

This Bouse stands adjou.rned unt:il temorrow 

Tuesday at 2p .m. 
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