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April 4, 1979 

The House met at 3:00 P .H. 

~fr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Tape 713 DW - 1 

Order, please! 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 

MR. SPEAKER: 

and Housing. 

HR. N. WINDSOR: 

The hon. ~inister of Municipal Affairs 

Mr. Speaker, as hon. members are already 

aware,the Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing has been 

administering a Provincial/Municipal Fire-fighting Programme. Under 

this programme~the Province has been providing financial assistance 

on a fifty - fifty cost shared basis to enable municipalities to 

acquire fire-fighting equipment and thus provide a fire protection 

service. This programme,while financing has ~een arranged by the 

Department of Municipal Affairs and Rousing,has been ongoing in 

conjunction with the Office of the Provincial Fire Commissioner. Since 

1972,municipalities have acquired fire-fighting equipment to a total 

value of slightly over $2.5 million. Of this amount,one half has 

been met by the Province through direct grants to local coc~.cils. 

While many municipalities availed of the opportunity to provide 

fire protection services under this programme,still many were unable 

to do so,even on a fifty-fifty cost shared basis,because of limited 

financial resources and the tremendous increase in the cost of 

equipment since the commencement of the programme. Since the inception 

of the programme,the cost of municipal fire-fighting equipment has 

increased by nearly 300 per cent, that is, the standard fire-fighting 

package increased from ~1,500 to approximately $4,000,while the 

regular 625 gallon per ~nute municipal pumper has increased from 

$18,000 to $50,000, As a result,as I have already indicated,many 

municipalities have been financially unable to acquire the re~uired 

equipment under the programme. 
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April 4, 1979 Tape NO. 713 DH- 2 

MR. N. WINDSOR: In order to ensure that all mu.nicipal authorities 

can provide fire protection services and because moat cou.ncila are 

conscious of the increasing need for the service,government has 

decided to change the cost sharing basis from the present fifty­

fifty ratio ~o a seventy-five - ~enty-five cost sharing basis -

SOHE HON. MEMBERS: Hear , hear! 

MR . DINN: Another great Tory reform! 

MR. WINDSOR: - with the Province, of course, meeting 75 per cent 

of the capital coat. In the main, the object of the programme 

is to enable as many municipalities as possible to provide minimum 

fire protection services, .nd with the increased proportion of financial 

input by the Province, the department will endeavour to ensure 

that areas of the Province presently without fire protection 

services,and areas with rapid expansion,are -given priority. In 

order to avoid duplication o£ fire-fighting equipment in neighbouring 

municipalities,municipal councils will be encouraged to co-operate 

with regard to fire protection services. In the past,this programme 

has been limited to municipalities only and financial 
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MR. N. WINDSOR: 

assistance could not be p-rovided to uninco-rpo-rated areas. Gove:rnment 

has been concerned over the lack of this service in many areas of the 

Province where local government does not exist,or where distance from 

inco-rporated areas prohibited the availability of municipal fire-fighting 

equipment. In o-rde-r to try to eliminate this p-roblem and p-rovide this 

urgent se-rvice to all areas of the P-rovince,the department ha$ now been 

authorized to employ procedu-res. to provide financial assistance 

for the acquisition of fire-fighting equipment for use in unincorporated 

areas as well. 

For obvious reasons, except in 

isolated cases, the equipment will be provided on a regional basis 

where possible encompassing a numbe-r of unincorporated areas and 

where this service cannot be provided by existing municipal equipment. 

The establishment of committees for 

this purpose necessitates an amendment to the Department of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing Act to give legal status to such committees and 

enable the department to provide financial assistance. This matter, 

together with regulations and guidelines for the establishment of 

such committees,is presently being attended to by an official of the 

department and will be finalized as quickly as possible. The same 

cost-sharing basis, seventy-five/twenty-five, will, of course, 

apply to the acquisition of all fire-fighting equipment,whether by 

municipality or by an uninco-rporated area. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) 

MR. W. CALLAN: 

Hear, hear. 

Hon. member fo-r Bellevue. 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 

this side of the House I must say that - I will say first of all 

that we are very happy to hear this liberal policy idea now -

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hea-r. 

MR. W. CALLAN: -bei~g expounded. For the past 

several months through the media I have been suggesting this. 

Especially over the past several month, not only have I been pressing 
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MR. W. CALLAN: Government for it through the 

media. In at least three areas of the District of Bellevue 

there are no municipalities-There are thirty-six communities in the 

District of Bellevue, only eight of which are incorporated and only 

five of these eight have fire trucks and fire-fighting equipment. 

In the Dildo, South Dildo, Old Shop, Blaketown, New Harbour area 

there is a fire committee set up about a month ago which will 

be happy, I am sure, to take advantage of the twenty-five/seventy-five 

and, of course, they are not just one community they are a region. 

Swift Current, North Harbour, Garden Cove, Hodge's Cove, Little 

Heart Ease area - there are at least three areas in the District of 

Bellavue,and I am sure that throughout rural Newfoundland there are 

many, many areas of people, joint communities who would be proud 

and happy to hear this announcement today as I am and as I know 

all members, especially the members who represent rural areas of 

this Province. would be proud and happy to hear it. We 

congratulate the minister on the announcement. 
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MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Ottenheirner): Now before calling the 

next routine proceeding I would remind hon. members of a 

matter pending since yesterday and in order to dispose of 

it it was necessary to have the transcript, the Hansard 

of yesterday's proceedings. Hon. members will recall an 

allegation was made of illegality with respect to an 

hon. gentleman to my left, the Chair intervened, the han. 

member withdrew at the instruction of the Chair and then 

the point came up by the hon. gentleman to .my left that 

the withdrawal was not unqualified or that the allegation 

was again made. At that time I said I did not recall that, 

or did not hear it, but that I would need to have the tranacript 

in order to be sure exactly what did transpire and in fact 

the han. gentleman to my left's memory was accurate. I 

will read the section in question. This is the han. member 

to my right. 

"Mr. Speaker~ I have no compunctions 

about that mattef at all. I withdraw, without any qualifications, 

anything which is unparliamentary. What I said to the Premier 

and what I said to the House perhaps I should not drawn con­

clusions from. What I said in my preamble to my question was 

that the minister used a helicopter to travel to his business 

premises and I will let the House decide whether that is 

legal or illegal." 

I think it is obvious now that we 

do have the transcript in front of us that after having been 

withdrawn the matter was again introduced, if in an indirect 

or hypothetical manner and that of course cannot be done. So 

I hope that we can dispose of the matter quickly and I would 

ask the han. gentleman for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir to give an 

unqualified withdrawal. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, very frankly I do not 
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MR._ SIMMONS: know what it is I am withdrawing 

but I am quite prepared to withdraw any inference about 

illegality or whatever else the Chair directs me to 

withdraw. I fully and honestly and sincerely felt that 

I had made an unequivocal withdrawal yesterday and it was 

on that point I stood later. And if that were not the case, 

and it is perceived by the Chair not to be the case, I do 

so now. 

PRESENTING PETITIONS: 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Ottenheimer): The hon. member for the 

Straits of Belle Isle. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I have here a number 

of petitions but as they are all about essentially the same 

matter I would ask perhaps the indulgence of the House to be 

able to speak for a little more than five minutes. I am not 

asking to go on ad nauseam, or even indefinitely, but if I 

go a little beyond five minutes perhaps I could have leave; 

if not what I shall have to do is simply to pr~sent each 

petition individually in its turn, about thirty or forty of 

them. That would not help anybody. But if I could proceed 

on that basis, Mr. Speaker, I have to present a number of 

petitions, signed by 2,793 residents of the Northern Peninsula 

and Southern Labrador, most of them residents of my 

constituency as it now exists. Some of them residents of 

the Labrador portion,which will become part of the tentatively 

designated Eagle River seat hopefully we will find a better 

name in due course - •ome of them are 
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MR. E. ROBERTS: 

from the district represented by my friend, the member 

for St. Barbe (Mr. E. Maynard). whose ministerial 

designation I have temporarily forgotten because they 

do tend to move around -Industrial Development, 

Minister of Industrial Development. I had not had the 

opportunity to speak with him of these and I imagine 

he will want to speak in support of the petition signed 

by a number of his constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, these petitions 

are signed by 100 residents of Green Island Cove, which 

is in my district, 97 from Anchor Point, 116 from 

L'Anse-au-Clair, 140 from Raleigh, 97 from Quirpon, 

15 from L'Anse-au-Meadows, 127 from.St. Lunaire and 

Griquet, 180 from Goose Cove, 73 from St. Anthony, a 

further 20 from St. Anthony, a further 58 from 

St. Anthony, a further 74 from St. Anthony, a further 

126 from St. Anthony, 22, 74, 45, 57, 24, 24, 19, 21, 

117 and 11 all from the community of St. Anthony -

obviously, petition forms were posted in a number of 

places or carried from place to place throughout the 

town of St. Anthony - 40 from the community of Boat 

Harbour, 80 from the community of Sandy Cove, another 

35 from Goose Cove, 92 from Flowers Cove, 104 from 

Straitsview, 71 from Ship Cove, 27 from Croque, 78 from 

St. Anthony Bight, 59 from Green Island Brook, 111 from 

Main Brook, 117 from Black Duck Cove, 114 from St. Barbe; 

and then, coming into the district represented by my 

friend, the Minister of Industrial Development, 60 from 

Castors River South, 100 from Bartlett's Harbour, 

43 from Castors River North; coming back into my own 

constituency, 43 from St. Carols, 150 from Forresters 

Point, 65 from Blue Cove, 55 from Pidgeon Cove and 

48 from Pond Cove, totalling, I am assured, 2,793 separate 
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HR. E. ROBERTS: signatories. And given the fact, 

}!r . Speaker, that there are approxim.ately 6,000 people 

living in these areas eligible to vote, I think we can 

see that this is a very high proportion of the citizens 

of this part of our Province. 

Mr. Speaker, the prayer of 

al l of these petitions is subs tant ially and essentially 

the same, and that is to protest -
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1-'R. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, if the government 

caucus is finished perhaps I could carry on • I would hope to get 

the Minister of Mines and Energy's (Mr.Doody) attention because 

it relates to matters which are within his ministerial jurisdiction. 

And I know the Premier,as a former Minister of Mines and Energy 

and as somebody intimately interested in these problems,would 

also,! am sure~wish to be aware of the way 3,000 people feel- all 

of them adults, all of them electors, all of them interested in 

public affairs. 

The prayer is essentially 

the same and that, Mr. Speaker, is to protest against the proposals, 

the understanding which people have been given, an understanding 

which is founded on statements made by appropriate officials,that 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Corporat.ion, the Crown corporation 

which in these areas is the retailer of power acting throught the 

Power Distribution District another corporate agency,that they 

propose rate increases. I will read the prayer of the petition 

very briefly, Mr. Speaker. It aaya,''We the undersigned of the 

district of the Strait of Belle Isle,strongly protest Newfoundland 

Hydro's application for another electrical rate increase. Taking 

into consideration that we have now the highest rates in the 

Province and looking at the huge profit made by Hydro last year, 

we strongly ask government to place a freeze on any future increases 

by Newfoundland Hydro:' 

Now I did net draw up 

the petition but I would say that I am not aware that Hydro have 

made an application. I am aware that they have said that they 

intend to make one,and certainly I do not think any of us will 

be surprised if before too much longer they are back under the 

terms of the Electric Power Control Act, I think it is called, 

but anyway the 1975 legislation,if they appear before the Board 

of Public Utilities to seek the board's approval, But let it be 

recorded and let it be clear that it is the Cabinet which decides 

1823 



April 4,1979 Tape No. 717 AH-2 

MR. ROBERTS: on the rates which Hydro 

charges. 

Mr. Speaker, the prayer of 

the petition really speaks for itself. I would simply like to say 

that I support it and I support it wholeheartedly. These people 

now do pay the highest rate in this Province for electricity even 

though they are subsidized. There are heavy subsidies from the 

public cheat in respect of electricity supplied by Hydro to these 

people, electricity which is generated by diesel. Mr. Speaker, 

they still pay by far the highest rates. Up to the first 500 

kilowatt hours ~ month the rates are the same,but beyond that 

the rates diverge very rapidly and very widely. 

Mr. Speaker, I can 

understand the concern of these people and I share it. I am not 

sure it is realistic to expect a freeze to be put on hydro rates, 

I am not sure at all, but I do think the govermnent should use the 

public chest, The Minister of Finance (Dr.Collins),I am sure,will 

have many pleas made of his good nature and his generosity for 

=nies from the public cheat but this is one which I 'lifOuld commend 

to him particularly. The public cheat should be used to insure that 

these 
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Mr. Roberts: people pay no greater rates than anybody anywhere 

else in this Province. Because if that is not done, Sir, and it has 

not been done by this adMinistration or by their predecessors, if 

that is not done, Mr. Speaker, then these people are being penalized 

for where they live. And I reject that, I have always rejected it, 

and I think it is unfair. It is discriminatory and it is wrong. If 

the price of power must go up, and I do not assume that it does but 

I can understand that it might have to, but if it has to go up then 

let all of us in this Province bear our fair share, Let us pay a rate 

related to the cost of consumption, the amount we consume, not to the 

coat of generation. I think that that is a principle which should 

be enehrimed a principle which should be acted upon as public policy. 

Mr. Speaker, these people already face the highest 

cost of living in this Province, they face many difficulties caused 

by their geographical location, and now,with the prospect of further 

rate increaaes,the differences will be made even greater, the hardships 

made even more to bear~and life made a little less tolerable. I do not 

think, Sir, in 1979 that should be allowed. I do not think it should 

be tolerated. I support the prayer of the petition. And I would 

ask the government not to take it into consideration but to do it. 

They can do it, Sir; it is simply a matter of equalizing the power 

rates and let all of us in this Province bear our fair share. I think 

that is the proper way, Sir, and I think it is what public policy should 

do. support the petition, Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. OTTENHEIMER): The hon. member for Lapoile. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I support the petitions tabled by 

my hon. colleague, Sir, the member for the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. 

Roberts). It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that there are two problems 

involved here. Number one, the people in Southern Labrador and on the 

Great Northern Peninsula are paying the highest electricity rates in 

the whole Province. And the second problem ·is that they are subject 

to the increases that everybody else in Newfoundland and Labrador have 

to pay every time the Newfoundland Hydro go and ask for an increase in 
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Mr. Neary: rates. So the first thing that has to happen,if the 

government decides to act on the petition so ably presented by my 

colleague, the first tfttng there would have to be an equalization 

of electricity rates in the Province. I do not know if my hon. 

friend the member for Exploits (Dr. Twomey) was aware that the 

people in Southern Labtador and the Great Northern Peninsula, and 

in a few other pa.rts of Newfoundland,by the way, are paying higher 

electricity rates than anybody else in Newfoundland. And I do not 

think this is right, Sir, I think it is rank discrimination, and 

it is a matter that should be remedied, and the only way to do it 

is from subsidies from the public treaaury. 

And the second part of the petition of course 

deals with increases. Now I do not know what else we 
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MR. NEARY: can say or do, Mr. Speaker, 

about this matter of increases in electricity rates in 

this Province. Everything that can be said about it has 

been said in the last three years in this hon. House. 

What can one say? What can I say today, Sir, that would 

add any weight to support the petitions that have been 

presented to the House that has not already been said? And 

yet, Sir, the plea, the petitions have fallen on deaf ears 

and as I indicated yesterday, Sir, I believe the only way, 

the only obvious and logical and sensible way to clear the 

air, to get this matter rectified, to get the matter of 

proposed increases in electricity rates straightened out is 

to put it to the test. I know I am not allowed, Mr. Speaker, 

Your Honour gave a ruling yesterday, I know I am not allowed 

to get involved in debate a~d talk about a general election 

on this issue; that would be unparliamentary and out of 

order, it would not be in keeping with the rules of the House. 

But I have a job to restrain myself, Sir, from saying it but 

I think that would be a good issue and I was very happy to hear, 

Mr. Speaker, my hon. friend mention the community of St. Carols, 

there were a number of people signed petitions in St. Carols. 

I had the experience on a Sunday 

morning in 1977 to meet with the residents of St. Carols when 

they had no electricity. They had none. The poles were laid 

along the road, the washing machines and all the electrical 

appliances were in the homes, and the electricity was not run 

into the community. A promise had been made prior to the 1975 

election that St. Carols would get electricity. The election 

was over, the electricity was not put there until either 

late last year or early this year. But I was there, Sir, and 

I think I can claim an assist for embarrassing the government 
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!R. NEARY: and New£oundland Hydro for 

putting electricity into the community of St. Carols . Every 

man , woman and child turned up for that meeting on a 

Sunday morning in the school in St . Carols. So, Sir, I 

am proud to have had something to do with that and I am 

proud today to support the petition. ~ow that they have 

the electricty, now they want to pay the same rates as 

people in other parts of the Province . It is a reasonable 

request, Sir. And I have a feeling it is going t .o fall o.o 

deaf ears as all the petitions that we have had. I said 

yesterday we have had 
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Mr. Neary: about 75,000 names. Mr. Speaker, I wonder if i t 

is possible, Sir, to get in this Province a law passed the same as the 

Government of Canada passed before Parliament dissolved, a law to hold 

referendums,forcing the government to hold a referendum when so many 

people are concerned about a public matter, a public issue such as 

the increase in electricity rates. Maybe the thing to do is to hold 

a referendum to see what the people want to do about it, if they want 

to put a freeze on,if they want electricity rates subsidized from the 

public treasury or they want to put a freeze on for five years as 

we propose on this side of the House. 

The people have expressed their opinion. The only 

other way, Sir, I can see to settle the matter is to go to the povls 

and make it an election issue and let us fight it out and let us clear 

the air once and for all. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear , hear~ 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. OTTENHEIMER): The hon. member for the Bay of Islands. 

MR. WOODROW: Mr. Speaker, I would like to support the 

petition presented by my hon. friend for the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr . 

Roberts)--

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

MR. WOODROW: - on behalf of 2,793 people. The voters in the 

Bay of Islands, Mr. Speaker, have shown their concern by a petition 

that I presented here last week or early this week when I spoke 

on behalf of 993 people, and there is another perhaps a similar amount 

to follow. 

Now I have to agree with the hon. member 

for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) who said yesterday. and noted 

that this is becoming a social problem. Indeed it is, Mr. Speaker, 

becoming a social problem all over this Province. In many cases, Mr. 

Speaker, people are paying less for their mortgage than they are 

paying for their electricity. 

Now I think the chief cause of the high 

rates of electricity, and I fee l the government are aware of this, is 
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Mr. \~oodro\•1: because of the high rate of crude oil in the 

Middle East. About ten years ago 1 was in the Middle East and a·t 

t hat particular time you could buy a barrel of crude oil for fifty 

cents and today it is in the neighbourhood of around $16.00 a barrer, 

perhaps it is even higher than that, and perhaps the way things look 

it may even become higher. 
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MR. WOODROW: But I feel the government are 

concerned, because it is more than a political problem~ 

in fact, the lives of our people are at stake and 

I would like to raise it above politics if I could. 

It is a very serious matter and I feel I know that the 

government are concerned about it and I feel they are 

going to try to take some measures to offset the increases 

which are proposed. And I feel sure that we will be 

hearing more about it in the next week or couple of weeks. 

MR. SPEAKER; (Mr. Ottenheimer) The hon. the member for 

Trinity - Bay de Verde. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I feel duty bound 

to support the petition presented by the member for the 

Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) because some of the 

signatures represent people whom I had the honour of s•rving 

from 1970 to 197S,mainly the old district of St. Barbe 

North. And, Sir, if ever a gro ~p of people deserved a 

subsidy or some sort of assistance in order that their 

rates would be equalized or standardized with the rest of 

the Province,or even lowered - actually lowered - I would 

have to support it. Sir, you would not believe the 

hardships the people have to go through on the Great 

Northern Peninsula, and I speak from first hand knowledge 

for the old district of St. Barbe North where you get 

severe salting of the wires there in the district, you 

get flashouts, you get surges in the voltages of the 

electricity from time to time; consequently, Sir, the 

electrical appliances -refrigerators, deep-freezers, 

stoves and what have you -are actually blown out, actually 

burnt out during these surges for some strange reason 

because of the fact that you have these generating stations 

pumping or pushing electricity over long distances -

and I am not an electrician in this respect, but you do 

get these voltage surges, I understand' I think that is 
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~!R. F. ROl-lE: what they call them - which 

causes the burning out of people ' s electrical appliances 

and also in businesse-s, and this causes, of course, 

great financial loss in the goods that are stored in 

these machines becoming thawed or what have yo u, and, 

of course, extra cost to the people in the repair and 

replacement of their electrical appliances. 

Also, Sir, I have neve r heard 

any stories or reports coming from any other part of the 

Province where people have 
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~.F.ROWE: had to do without electricity 

for such· long periods of time as a result of a generator bre~tking 

down or a generator burning out or wires coming down because of 

the heavy wind that you get on that part of the coast. And we 

have had experiences where people have had to leave their homes 

in the Winter and sleep in their cars overnight with the heater 

going in order to·stay warm, actually having to sleep in their 

cars because when with the new modernization obviously a lot of 

the people in the district, in that area have gone modern with 

respect to heating and do not have thw old wood atoves and 

what have you that were so prevalent on the coast at one time. 

But, Sir, the conditions with respect to the supply of electricity 

are so desperate on the Northwest Coast in particular that 

everybody would have to support this kind of a petition. It 

is a t~der, Sir, that they are not just asking for standarization 

of their electrical rates but actually a reduction compared to 

the rest of the Province because the service is simply not there 

and it is a very difficult area to serVe, a technically difficult 

area to serve,and economically expensive to serve. But I think 

the only fair thing to do here is to grant some sort of a 

subsidy to equalize or -standardize their electrical rates,Sir, 

and I give this petition my wholehearted support. 

MR. SPEAKER:(Mr.Ottenheimer) Hon. member for Conception 

Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support 

the petitions presented by our hon. friend and I do so because. 

and again I refer to the reference I made yesterday as quoting 

in part at lea&t the han. the Premier, this is now a real social 

problem and when I was saying as referred to by my hon. friend 

opposite that the economic burden now for heat and electricity 

exceeds in many instances the rates paid for mortgages and/or 

rent, I was not exaggerating, I was not attempting in any way 
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Mit. NOW: to make any polit:ic<ll points. 

Th.e info.rma.t1on that I s:tati!d then .is clear and prec1151e•I hope, 

and it is available to any m~er opposite who wishes to take a 

look at it and I lim sure my hon. ftiend has taken that trauble. 

We are DOW tD thJ..s aituation. ~. Speaker: picture. if you will., the 

situation where you have a widow whose on.ly source of income 

is the old age pension and she bas the eost of drugs and food, 

normal upkeep , no lwtu'ries, absolutely none 
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~~. J. NOLAN: she is looking for the bare 

essentials of life. She is an individual who has never gone 

to any government or any administration for any kind of a 

helping hand one way or the other. She has always through her 

lifetime paid her taxes 1 with her late husband and so on 

and family,and now here she is in a situation. 

1-lell, let me give you another 

example. Take the example I know of of a lady who has a 

house an sixteen acres of land and a developer has offered 

to buy it and will pay good money which could be invested &nd 

would give her an opportunity to live with some dignity for the 

rest of her life. The only income she has is the old age pension. 

She cannot sell the land because it is frozen as farm land by 

this administration. So here she is land-poor~sitting on land 

which she cannot sell,unless it is to some speculators for half 

nothing,because she cannot develop it. You may say, Well, are you 

saying as a member of the House that you are opposed to the retention 

of farm land particularly in the metro area and so on? No, I am not 

but I do not believe a seventy-five year old ,gornan should pay the 

economic burden for this law, for this regulation,that she sho~ld go 

to her grave.! do not believe this is right 1 I ~o not believe it is 

fair-but it is happening. 

Let me quote you another example of people 

who are faced with electricity problems. A couple I know,who are now 

in their late sixties, have fourteen acres of land surrounded by 

houses, residences; they have been offe~ed money for that land. They 

cleared the land back ic the twenties and thirties with their bare 

hands- rocks,st~s and so on. It is now a very nice piece of land 

If they put a cow or cows there,cattle,they are used as targets for 

pellet guns. If they put vegetables in, they are stolen-but they are 

not allowed to sell the land. I would gladly give my han. friend 

opposite1 who I am sure is familiar vith the situation I am t~ing 
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~!R. J. NOLA."!; to outline, the detaila, Here are people who cannot 

understand why we are so heartless. I am not saying that they look 

•t it as a PC/Liberal thing,I am not saying that,but they cannot 

understand why we are so insensitive, so heartless.not being able 

to understand their problem·. ,I would gladly tell my hon. friend 

opposite,! can take him and shew him the piece of land and I can 

bring him to visit the couple and so on,and I am sure they would tell 

him and shew him what they have showed me. 

So imagine hew frustrating it is to 

be sitting in a position such as that where ~ou apparently have 

great wealth en the one hand - well, not great wealth but at least 

an opportunity for you to do live in some dignity and respect for 

the rest of you life without turning to any government, any administra-

tion. They want to be independent, they have worked hard all their 

lives,and here they are now finding it difficult to pay their electric 

heat bills, food bills, drug bills, a very serious economic burden, 

and here they are sitting on a piece of-·property,or the one I referred 

to earlier,and they are forbidden from selling it unless they sell it 

to the speculators who are willing to pick it up at bargain sale prices, 

fire sale prices,hoping that the laws will change one·one of those 

_days and that they c:1r. =ke a fast buck. 

So why should these people have to carry 

that economic burden? The petition tha~ is presented here today is 

not a partisan one. If there were the referandum th11t my friend referred 

to it would be so massive against. There is a great distrust of all of 

us if we do not address ourselves to this particular problem. And it 

is not a partisan one,it should not he. It is something,as I think 

someone said,the rain falls on the just and unjust alike. Hell, this 

burden is falling very heavily on people,not just in my district,I 

submit,.but in every single district in this Province. I hope, Kr~ 

Speaker, that all of us will address ourselves to it.I am not suggesting 

we :1ave all of the answers, I certainly do not, but I think we can do a 

better job with this than we have done up to now and it is not enough 
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~!R. J. NOLAN: slough it off by saying that is Hydro or 

that is this one or that is that one;people are not prepared to accept 

that anymore. 

I certainly support the prayer of these 

petitions, !1r. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER:(Mr. Ottenheimer) Before I recognize the bon. member 

for Windsor - Buchans (Mr. G. Flight) I would welcome to the gallery, 

on behalf of all bon. members, Councillors Payne · and Hart and also 

the town cle:k,Mr. Pomeroy,f:rom Fogo. I know all han. members join 

me in welcoming the visitors. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. G. FLIGHT: 

Hear, hear. 

Bon. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to support the 

petition so ably presented by the hon. member for the Straits of Belle 

Isle (Mr. E. Roberts). Nothing, I suppose, can be said that has not 

already been said but I want to look for a second Mr. Speaker, at 

another aspect of Hydro's 'Proposed increase. If Hydro brings in the 

proposed increase it will be across the board1 I presume, it will 

apply to coaaerlcal accounts of this Provinc'e as well as the 

domestic accounts. And, Mr. Speaker, the Premier or the Minister of 

Mines and Energy (Mr. c. Doody) is going to have,or this Bouse or 

somebody is going to have to bring Hydro to heel. 

Over this past month I have had 

incidents where I have been called by fire departments -

volunteer fire departments in communities in this Province who have 

been treated as cammercial accounts, fire departments in a town 

the size of Millertown or Buchans Junction, which are surviving on 

their own initiative~We have just seen the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs (Mr. N. Windsor) bring in a l~sterial Statement 

announcing that they were concerned about the various fire departments', 

in this Province,ability to survive while at the same time this 

Government allows Newfoundland Hydro to class the fire department 

of Millertown into a co-ercial category. Any individuals in 

Millertown today~or in any community' in Newfoundland which has a 

fire department, the rate of their electric bills is fifty dollars, 

their fire departments is· $120. Now, by what logic, Mr. Speaker --

the people of the town are paying to support the ~own council, the 
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MR. G. FLIGHT: people of the town are paying to 

support the volunteer fire brigade -by what logic does this 

Government while they are intercepting revenue granu, while they 

know the town and fire department are struggling to survive, by what 

logic do they allow Hydro to pass a fire department as a commercial 

account and charge them twice the domestic rate. 

Now, Mr, Speaker, I personally called 

Hydro on this issue not long ago and the official I talked to 

boo-hawed the situation. He said that is the way it is; fire halls, 

town councils are considered commercial accounts and therefore the 

commercial rate applies. We have the spectacle of the Minister of 

Municipal Affairs (Mr. N. Windsor) acknowledging the fact that fire 

departments cannot survive financially in this Province, have not 

got the ability. We also have the spectacle of the GovermDellt 

allowing Newfoundland Hydro to class a fire department as a 

coiiiDer.r:ial account and allowing Newfoundland Hydro to send cut-off 

notices to fi-re departments when they are two months in arrears - or 

Newfoundland Light and Power. 

So , Mr • Speaker, I would like 

to see the Minister of Mines and Enerc- (Mr. Doody) ,to whom Hydro 

answers,explain to this House why it is that Hydro has that kind 

of power, why it is that Hydro, on their own initiative, decides 

that a fire department or a town council, an organization that 

is in place to serve, voluntarily serve · the needs of the 

community, why it is that Hydro is in a position to classify 

those kinds of organizations aa co-rcial accounts, whereas 

for argument sake, if a merchant or a millionaire living in any 

given town, if his electrical bill 

MR. DOODY: You cannot argue petitions. 

MR. G. FLIGHT: It is not argument, You cannot 

discuss keepinp; a freeze on electrical rates in this Province, Mr. 

Speaker, if you do not look at the alternatives and if you do not 
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MR. G. FLIGRT: look at what an increase is doing 

to me, to the people concerned. Now, I am telling this House of 

Assembly that there are fire departments in this Province and town 

councils in this Province who cannot afford to pay their electrical 

rates and will shut dawa, will accept the cut-off notices, And 

why is it that llydro has got that kind of power, has been given that 

kind of power by this Government to say to the fire department of 

Millertown that you are a commercial account and,we do not care 

where the 1110ney comes from,you are going to pay. a commercial account 

rate whic:h meana an electrical bill of $100 a month when they an 

lucky to be raising,through voluntary efforts;forty or fifty dollars 

a liiOnth, enough to keep the fire department going'l' And that is 

happening in this Province. Mr. Speaker, if we are not prepared 

to sit down and talk to Newfoundland Hydro and sa,- :· h.o.~ you will 

not increase rates,or you will not classify town councils, 

volunteer fire departments as commercial rates, then Hydro is doing 

what they please, Mr. Speaker, and either this House IIIOVeS or this 
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Mr. Flight: qovernment moves or Hydro will bring in 

the 20 per cent increase, and all of the fears that have been expressed 

by members around this House about what kind of an impact that 20 

per cent increase will have will indeed be true and this House of 

Assembly will live with it. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER (r~R. OTIENHEIMER): Before recognizing the hon. member 

for the Bay of Islands~! would like to welcome to the House of Assembly 

a former member of this Legislature and present mayor of Corner Brook, 

Dr. Noel Murphy. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for the Bay of Islands. 

MR. WOODROW: I have a petition from 124 residents in the 

community of Summerside. And the prayer of the petition reads as 

follows: ''We the undersigned constituents in your district of 

Bay of Islands call your attention to the intolerab~e situation existing 

in the community of Summerside1 namely,the impassable condition of Third 

and Fourth Avenues. The present condition of these thoroughfares 

upon which upwards of fifty families depend for service,access for 

firefighting and ambulance vehicles , is such that any vehicle 

venturing thereon is assured of either sinking in the mud or experiencing 

major damage due to the holes,etc. 

"If an emergency such as fire or accident were to 

develop in this area,assistance could not reach the scene. Who then 

would be responsible? We as taxpayers and voters in this district 

seek your support in asking that you present this petition for assistance 

to the House of Assembly at the earliest opportunity. We feel that 

we are in no way overly demanding in asking the assistance of our 

gove1·nment by fundinq this necessary upgrading!' They also, Mr. Speaker, 

sent me a copy of a picture of a truck and a car stuck in the mud. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I would like to tell you of 

what brought about this petition. During the past twelve to eighteen 

months,negotiations have been going on between the Department of 
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Mr. Woodrow: Municipal Affairs and Housing and the Council of 

Summerside over the upgrading of Third and Fourth Avenues and other 

roads in the Summerside area, and they were offered $40,000 on a 

sixty-forty agreement, $24,000 as a grant and $16,000 as a loan. 

I have had many contacts with Council on this and with Municipal 

Affairs, especially the regional office in Corner Brook, and Council 

felt that because of other commitments it could not go along with that 

agreement, thus the road deteriorated more and more. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to say, however, that before 

I got this petition I had contacted Municipal Affairs, and they sent the 

following telegram to the Town Council in Sunmerside: "This would advise 

that in view of the emergency situation existing in the municipality> 

the department has authorized work to be carried out on roads up to the 

value of $2,000, After 1·•ork has been completed to this value, invoices 

should be submitted to this department for payment: That is signed 

the Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to bring these roads up to 

standard it is going to take more than $2,000~ I am continuing to 

talk to Council and I hope they will be in a position during the road 

building season to go along with the sixty-forty basis and this will 

alleviate their situation. 

I would like, Mr. Speaker, to have the petition 

placed uoon the Table of the House and referred to the department to 

~thich it relates. 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. OTTENHEIMER): Befmre recognizing the han. member 

for LaPoile,it has been drawn to my attention that another former 

member of the House of Assembly is in the galleries in the person of 

Mr.Aubrey Senior, and wish also to vJelcome him to the Legislature. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for LaPoile. 

MR.' NEARY : Mr. Speaker, we on ' this side of the House 

have no hesitation in supporting the petition so ably presented, Sir, by 
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Mr. Neary: the membe.r for Ba.v of Islands (Mr. Woodrow}. 

I am not quite sure if the hon. gentleman indicated whether or not 

this was a municipal problem or main roads :. in the COIIIIIUnity? 

MR. WOODROW: It is municipal. 

MR. NEARY: It is exclusively a municipal matter. It comes 

unde.r the jurisdiction of the Town Council of SUlllllerside, and the people 

have been driven to desperation, d.riven to circulating a petition to 

have pres-ented in this hon. House. The member has done his best, he 

has gone on behalf of the people in Summerside to the 
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MR. ~EARY: the Department of Municipal 

Affairs. He has appealed to his colleagues. They gave 

him $2,000, which I consider to be an insult. I have 

not seen the picture, but a picture is as good as a 

thousand words. I would consider $2,000 to upgrade 

and maintain these two roads, Third and Fourth 

Avenues a gross insult to the people in that community. 

And the hon. gentleman has done the right thing by 

now exposing this matter to the court of public opinion. 

That is what the hon. gentleman has done in this House. 

His colleagues have refused to co-operate with the bon. 

gentleman and the bon. gentleman had no choice but to 

bring the matter before the House of Assembly and thus 

before the people of the Province ~ in other words, 

exposed it to the court of public opinion in the ~e 

that the pressure that he has brought to bear now upon 

the administration that he is supporting will come 

across with the 60/40 financial deal that is necessary 

in order to get these roads fixed up. 

So we have no hesitation, 

Sir, in supporting the prayer of the petition, and if 

the hon. gentleman is driven any further to frustration 

then there is a vacant seat over here somewhere on this 

side of the House; we would be always glad to have the 

bon. gentleman come over. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) The hon. the Minister 

of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

MR. N. WINDSOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 

Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing, I would like 

to acknowledge the petition so ably presented by my 

colleague and support his concerns in this regard. 

I can assure this House that 

the people in Summerside were not at all insulted with 
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MR. N. WINDSOR: the emergency funding we gave 

them to make emergency repairs - that is essentially what 

it was. They were very pleased with that. We will 

certainly be giving every possible consideration to their 

request for financing this year under our Roads Agreement 

as we do with all requests that have come in 

from numerous municipalities around this Province. 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) The hon. the member 

for Fogo. 

CAPT. E. WINSOR: I, too, would like to support 

the petition so ably presented by the member for 

Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow). The han. member is beginning 

to be a master at presenting petitions now requesting his 

government to take action either o~ the cost of electricity 

or the upgrading and paving of roads. However, Sir, perhaps 

that is the only way he can get some action. 

The ~ommunity roads within the 

municipalities has become a very burdensome task on many 

of the councils. They found themselves in a position where 

they were forced more or less to take over the roads in a 

very deteriorated condition. And then, of course, they 

had to find the money somehow to upgrade the road.a 

I can think of the road on the North side of Fogo. lvhen 

the roads through Fogo were paved, the Northside Road 

in Fogo was left out and since then that road has caused 

a terrible financial strain on the community council of 

Fogo. And Fogo is only but one example of how much money 

has to be spent by the councils. It is not only upgrading 

and paving of the roads, it is servicing, plowing snow and 

sand and gravel in the Winter. For some reason or other 

the government has been able to manoeuver or persuade the 

councils or make them believe that it is now their 

responsibility to take full responsibility of all roads 

within their jurisdiction. And, Sir, this is too much 
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CAPT. E. WINSOR : of a financial strain. They 

just do not have the resources; they do not have the tax 

base to collect taxes to carry out a good job. They just 

cannot afford to upgrade and pave roads within their 

communities and I sincerely ask the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing (Mr. N. Windsor) to take a very serious 

look - now today he made the announcement that the 

government would be paying 75/25 per cent for fire 

equipment in any community. I would also suggest to the 

minister that before any other roads are taken over by 

councils, the roads involved should be brought up to first 

class standard so that the councils can at least have two 

or three years of breathing space before they are called 

upon to spend money which they do not have but which they 

are forced to raise somehow. I would suggest to the minister 

now to go ou_t on a limb and make the upgrading and paving 

of all the byroads in the municipalities - give them a 

75/25 per cent rather than a 60/40 per cent. 

I strongly support the petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) 

Exploits. 

The hon. the member for 

DR. TWOMEY: Mr. Speaker, I wish to present 

and deal with two petitions. May I have your permission? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

my permission. 

The hon. gentleman does not need 

He certainly has it. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

DR. TWOMEY: "To whom it may concern: "We, 

the residents of Cottle's Cove, 
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DR. TWOMEY: Moore's Cove and Fortune Harbour 

hereby petition the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 

to commence the upgrading of a road between . Point of Bay 

and Fortune Harbour during the coming Summer. The deplorable 

condition of this road is not confined to the Spring thaw 

but rather it is a problem all the year round. It is our 

hope that upgrading with future paving in mind can and will 

be started this Summer." 

It is signed by 272 residents. 

The other one from the community 

council of Leading Tickles. "We, the citizens of Leading 

Tickles and Glovers Harbour are hereby registering our 

protest about the condition of the road bet\-1een Point 

Leamington, Leading Tickles and Glovers Harbour are hereby 

registering our protest about the condition of the road 

between Point Leamington, Leading Tickles and Glovers Harbour. 

We are urgently requesting that the road be upgraded and 

paved in 1979. n 

It is signed by 336 of the residents. 

Each of these roads measure about 

twenty miles. They cover rough terrain, soft and boggy, 

varying from area to area. There are numerous curves. These 

roads are the only artery of trade and commerce from these 

communities and the rest of Newfoundland. They are used to 

carry their fish for processing, their wood to the paper mill 

in Grand Falls for pulp making, to travel to the doctors and 

the hospitals for their health needs, to the police for their 

protection and to the courts for their justice. So you can 

see they are of vital importance to these communities. 

I ask the Minister of Transportation 

and Communications (Mr. c. Brett) that he give serious 

consideration to the upgrading and paving of these roads. I 
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DR. TWOMEY: think it is vital to their interest 

and I am sure that he will at least give it a passing thought. 

I wish to present these briefs and ask that they be tabled and 

referred to the department to which they relate. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Ottenheimer): The hon. member for Windsor-

Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I want to rise to 

support the petition so ably presented by my hon. colleague 

from Exploits (Dr. Twomey). I am sure we are all delighted 

every time that he stands and I wish that every second or 

third day he would have a petition to present because we are 

so delighted with his delivery and the sensible way in which 

he presents a petition or he handles himself in this House. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Winston Churchill. 

MR. FLIGHT: Winston Churchill. The House of 

Assembly's Winston Churchill. I have· to express, Mr. Speaker, 

some suprise though, having spent three weeks in that district 

during the famous by-elections of l976 1 I think,I am surprised 

that there is an inch of road in that district not paved. I 

know, Mr. Speaker, that in submitting this petition that the 

hon. member is drawing attention to promises made. I spent 

three weeks in the district, Sir, and on every by-road in the 

district we had to pull off to allow paving equipment to pass 

or wait behind it until it was moving. The fact that there 

is not pavement between Cottle's Cove and the other communities 

comes as a shock to me. I know it is a great letdown to him 

because I know the promises were made. And so, Mr. Speaker, 

in presenting his petition, which was his obligation, he has 

drawn attention to the fact that the party that he is a member of, 
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MR. FLIGHT: the government ·which he supports 

is not very good at keeping their promises. The people 

of those communities were assured, Mr. Speaker -

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Ottenheimer): Order, please! Order, please! 

I think the hon. gentleman is 

aware that the Standing Orders are quite clear with respect 

to debate on petitions. Obviously, there may well be a 

relevant motion in which the han. gentleman could debate the 

relevant values of various political parti~s or matters which 

were discussed during by-elections but here he is required to 

speak in support of the petition. 

The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My only 

desire in saying what I said was to assure myself of the 

incredible fact that there is a road in that district not 

paved.I thought maybe for a minute that I was hearing the 

wrong names. But now that I know that we are talking about roads 

in the Exploits district,then I accept that as a fact. But 

based on my experience in 1976 it comes as a complete shock 

that there is a mile of road in that district r-ot paved. And 

certainly it lowers my judgement. of the present administration 

that they would break a promise that they made to the people 

of that district. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

I think the hon. member 
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MR. SPEAKER:(¥r.Ottenheimer) is aware of the ruling 

I made and the hon. gentleman is req.uired to observe it. 

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Of course,! will observe His Honour's ruling. 

Mr. Speaker, I am in 

co~lete sympathy with the minister. It seems to me that we may 

have come to grips with·the Trans-Canada. We see contracts in 

the paper every day and we have reason to believe that over the 

next rwo or three years the Trans-Canada will be upgraded to 

a point where it will be safe for a Newfoundlander to go on 

that road. But there is a great concern spreading throughout 

this Province, Mr. Speaker, as to what happens to our trunk road 

system, the type of roads that my hon. friend draws attention 

to in his petition. I live at the end of a trunk road system 

forty-nine miles long, Mr. Speaker, that,given the state of 

deterioration over this past three years,may·well not be passable~ 

certainly not safe to put school busses o~that have a twenty­

one mile route,carrying children from kindergarten to grade 

eleven. So, Mr. Speaker, I think that this administration -

they have problems with Hydro, they have other problems but 

they are.going to have to come to grips with what they are going 

to do with the local road situation in this Province. The fact 

is, Mr. Speaker -

MR. ~.ARSHALL: A point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have to hear a point of 

order. 

MR. MARSHALL: I had to rise on a point 

of order, Mr. Speaker. The hon. gentleman is again wandering and 

I think that it is necessary for us to pay heed to the Standing 

Orders with respect to what may be brought up when petitions have 

been presented. The fact of the matter is that the bon. geutleman 

is now getting into a general debate 1~ith respect to the policy of 

the government and for the alleged policy of the government and 
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1-!R. MARSHALL: 

to roads generally. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER:(Mr.Ottenheimer) 

MR. MARSHALL: 

Tape No. 728 AH-2 

government's performance with respect 

Government has no policy. 

Order, please! 

We have a petition before the 

House now and I again reiterate that you speak to a petition, you 

speak to the prayer of the petition, the number of names as set down 

there in Standing Order 97. There is an ample opportunity in the 

Throne Speech debate and the Budget debate and what have you, 

for the hon. gentleman to make the observations he is now making. 

I think it gets the whole procedures of the House out of kilter 

when you enter into debate in response to a petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: On that point of order,! would 

draw to hon. member's attention that the requirement to speak in 

support of a petition - bon. members will recall that there have 

been rulings on earlier dates that when a matter is being supported, 

obvi~usly it comes under some administrative responsibility of 

the governement. But the overall policy, governmental policy 

with respect to that department does not automatically become 

involved in speaking to a petition. 

MR. FLIGHT: 

congratulate 

MR. SPEAKER: 

time has expired. 

MR. FLIGHT: 

petition, Mr.Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. W.CARTER: 

The bon. member. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely 

Apparently the bon. gentleman's 

I sincerely support the 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

Hon. Minister of Fisheries. 

Mr. Speaker, I give notice 

that I will on tomorrow ask leave of the House to introduce a bill, 

"An Act To Amend The Fishing and Coasting Vessels Rebuilding and 

Repairs Bounties Act." 
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHI.CH NOTLCE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

MR. SPEAKER:(Mr.Ottenheimer) 

Works and Services. 

MR. YOUNG: 

Hon. Minister of Public 

Xr. Speaker, I would like 

to table the answer to a question from the bon. member for La 

Poile (Mr. Neary). Question No. 24 on the Order Paper of March 

29th. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

Ron. member for LaPoile. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like 

to direct a question to the Premier, Sir. Raving told us twice, 

I believe7 in this hon. House in the last week that the Thorne 

Riddell Report on the evaluation of the Shaheen proposal to 

take over and operate the oil refinery would be in today or 

tomorrow and that both proposals, the First Arabian Corporation 

proposal and the Shaheen proposal would be laid on the table 

down in the Cabinet Room and looked over and whichever one was 

the better proposal that is the one the government would support, 

having told the House that,what are the ~lications of the 

statement made publicly this morning on Q radio by the bon. 

the Premier that we may end up back to square one and that neither 

one of the proposals before the receivers may be accepted? What 

was behind that? What are the implications of that statement? 

MF. SPEAKER: The hon. Premier. 

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, the implications 

of that statement are simply that I was trying to outline for the 

reporter who asked me the question what the alternatives were to 

government. The 
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PREMIER PECKFORD: alternatives to government 

are, as I understand it,there is a proposal from one 

of Mr. Shaheen's companies, there is a proposal from 

a company called First Arabian Corporation so that 

the alternatives facing government are to examine 

the Shaheen proposal, examine the First Arabian 

proposal and the third alternative is to - Well, the 

two alternatives then are to either accept Shaheen, to 

accept First Arabian or to accept neither. These 

are the alternatives that we have before us. These 

are the only three I can think of. 

I did not mean to imply 

that we were not going to accept the Shaheen proposal, 

or were not going to accept the First Arabian proposal, 

I was trying to detail what the alternatives were to 

government, and there are three; to accept one, two or 

nei th.er. That is how I see it. These are the 

alternatives that government wil~ have before it when 

it sits down to decide upon how it wants to proceed 

from here on the Come by Chance refinery. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, 

Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER(Ottenheimer): A supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, does the han. 

gentleman think that it was wise for the hon. the 

Premier to go public, in view of the answers that the 

Premier had given in this House in the last week or so, 

and I would suspect from the Premier's answer now that 

he hopes that one of the proposals will be acceptable, 

but is there any indication - I got the impression 

from the Premier's statement this morning in trying to 

read between the lines, trying to follow the hon. 

gentleman who is being very erratic over this oil 

refinery thing so far, he does not seem to be following 
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MR. NEARY: a straight line- is there 

any indication at all, did the .Premier when he made 

that statement realize the implications and the 

reaction that came from Mr. Shaheen on radio this 

morning - they are ready to go into the next 

quarter of the ball game, is the way I think he put 

it - but does the Premier realize, and was it wise 

for him to come out publicly and make a statement at 

this time when we are so near the point where both 

proposals are going to be looked at and compared and 

evaluated to see which one is the better proposal to 

take over and operate the oil refinery? 

MR. SPEAKER(Ottenheimerl: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I guess we 

could debate for a long while the wisdom of a given 

statement. All I was trying to do was to put in 

perspective the whole series of alternatives that 

were before government, and that ·was all. It was no 

way intended - You know, my hope, obviously, and I 

guess every member of the House and every citizen in 

Newfoundland, it is their hope that we can see the 

reactivation of the refinery at Come by Chance on a 

long-term, economic, viable basis. I think that would 

be all our hope, everybody in Newfoundland, that is 

their hope, that we can do that. 

All I was trying to do was 

outline the alternatives and there are three; to 

either support one proposal or another proposal 1 or 

not to support any. That is how I see it, or some 

mix of the two, I do not know. I was just trying to 

outline the various alternatives that were available. 

I am extremely optimistic that we will be in a position 

in the next two or three months to see very tangible 

evidence of the refinery getting started again. Whether 
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PREMIER PECKFORD: that actually occurs or 

not will depend on how good these proposals are and 

how well they are developed and how quickly we can 

expedite the whole situation. 

We can all question the 

wisdom of a given statement by a given person, I 

suppose, but I do not know if I was wise or unwise 

to make that kind of statement. I was just giving 

the three alternatives as I saw them and that is what 

they are, as far as I can see. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER(Ottenheimer): A supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: Would the han. gentleman 

then, Sir, tell the House, in view of the fact that 

the government is looking at that possibility, that 

alternative, what would be the consequences of going 

back-to square one and having to go around the world 

a second or third time looking for proposals taking 

into account the condition of the ail refinery which 

is, we are told, deteriorating rapidly? What would be 

the consequences if we have to go back to square one 

again and we have to call or start looking for other 

people? Does the Premier have anybody in mind? If 

neither one of these proposals are accepted, does the 

Premier have anybody in mind? Has anybody indicated 

to the han. gentleman that they might be interested 

in the refinery? What would be the consequences if 

there is a further delay, if we have to go looking for 

proposals again taking into account the condition of 

the refinery? 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the Premier. 

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, the consequences 

would seem on the surface and, I suppose, even below the 

surface from the information I have, that it would be a 

serious blow to 
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PREMIER PECKFORD: the possibilities of getting 

the refinery opened in the next couple of years and would 

mean that additional funds would have to be found from 

the first mortgagee or second mortgagee or whoever to 

keep funding, to keep the facility in place, which would 

be very difficult to do. So I think it would be a serious 

blow if the third alternative had to be considered, 

I really do. And as I have told the hon. member, I am 

extremely optimistic that we will not have to do that, 

and I hope that we do not. But we must look at what is 

best for the Province in the long term, and if one of 

those proposals happens to have a good chance of being 

successful, then we should push it with all our might. 

But whether we will be in a position to do that will 

depend upon the information we get in the next few days. 

MR. NEARY: A final supplementary, 

Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) A final supplementary. 

MR. NEARY: Would the hon. the Premier 

indicate to the House if there is any pressure on the 

government? Is there any pressure being brought to bear 

on the Premier or his ministers to reject either one or 

both of the proposals presently before the receiver? 

Is there any pressure to bear either by the oil companies, 

the Seve1l Sisters or even within the Cabinet, any 

pressure at all that the best way out of this is to 

reject one, if not both of these proposals? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

PREMIER PECKFORD: 

The hon. the Premier. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no 

pressure on me or on any of the ministers that I know of 

to reject one or both of the proposals - none, absolutely 

none, zero. I think the whole question of what I said 

yesterday or what was on the radio today has been somewhat 

exaggerated. I was just trying to be extremely objective 
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PREMIER PECKFORD: in how I looked at the 

alternatives that were available to government, that 

is all. 

MR. NEARY: 

PREMIER PECKFORD: 

To get your name on the radio. 

Well, the bon. member might 

use that now and then, but I try to be responsible and 

try to make statements, Mr. Speaker, which have something 

to say -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) Order, please! 

PREMIER PECKFORD: - and I was just trying to 

indicate the three alternatives that were available, that 

is all. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. · gentleman from 

Carbonear, followed by the bon. gentleman from Windsor -

Buchans. 

Before the bon. gentleman asks 

his question, I would like to welcome to the Rouse of 

Assembly on behalf of all hon. members, three recently 

elected officers of the Council of Students' Union at 

Memorial University, in the person of the President, 

Mr, Steve Delaney, the Executive Vice-President, 

Mr. Kevin Saunders and the Academic Vice-President, 

Mr. Kirk Anderson. I know hon. members join me in 

welcoming these gentlemen. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. R. MOORES: 

Hear, hear. 

The han. the member for Carbonear. 

A very timely introduction, 

Mr. Speaker. I would like to direct a question to the han. 

the Premier, and by way of clarification, preamble the 

question by saying that last year in May or June, I directed 

a question to the former Premier regarding student employment 

or unemployment for the Summer. If I recall correctly, 
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MR. R. MOORES: I asked the Premier at that 

time if he were to undertake any extraordinary procedures 

or programmes or policies by his government to employ 

more university students. I understand that we are now 

a week or ten days away from about 4,000 full-time 

students being injected into the labour force. Would 

the Premier be kind enough to tell me if he will undertake 

any extraordinary programmes this year? 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, we are not in the 

position at the present moment to undertake extraordinary 

employment generating programmes for students at the 

university or for any other group in our society. At the 

present moment we are going throug~ our budgetary process. 

Hopefully we will be able, in the next couple of months, to 

generate some economic activity around the Province which 

will be of general application to whosoever will or has 

some abilities in those activities to get jobs. So there 

are no extraordinary programmes planned at the present 

moment. Hopefully, through the budgetary process we will 

be able to put in place a number of programmes which will 

generate employment for our Province. 

MR. R. MOORES: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. R. MOORES: 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary. 

Would the Premier be more 

specific and say, please, yes or no. Are there going to 

be any extra programmes for students? In this case, I am 

concerned only with students- not,of course, to say that 

I am not concerned generally with Newfoundlanders, but 

my question was concerning students - yes or no? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member 

can ask as many questiomas he likes and try to dictate 

the kind of answer he is going to get. He will get the 
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PREMIER PECKFORD: kind of ansver that a minister 

or myself wishes to provide. Given that the question 

might not have as explicit an answer as he would like, 

there is a Budget being prepared and I cannot prejudge 

the kind of Budget t hat we are going to have at this 

particular moment, because we are still talking about 

it and still considering various options and various 
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PREMIER PECKFORD: developments, therefore I cannot 

answer the question with a yes or no answer. It is impossible 

for me to answer with a yes or no answer. I can say no at the 

present moment as I did say in my original answer and that stands 

as I said it earlier but whether in fact there will be extra­

ordinary programmes-in the future will depend upon the kind of 

decisions we have to make now as it relates to the Budget. 

MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER (}ffi. OTTENHEIMER) :A supplementary, the hon. member for 

LaPoile. 

MR. S. NEARY: Hr. Speaker, that raises a very 

interesting question, the answer that the Premier gave my hon. 

colleague, Sir. So much is riding on the Budget when can we 

expect a Budget to be brought down? 

~fiL SPEAKER: 

PREMIER PECKFORD: 

SOME HON, MEMBERS: 

HR. SPEAKER: 

MR. S. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. G. FLIGHT: 

Hon. Premier. 

Mr. Speake~, the once. 

Oh, oh! 

The hon. member for Windsor - Buchans. 

You are getting worst than 'Frank'. 

Order, please! 

Mr. Speaker, my questions to the hon. 

llinister of ~crests and Lands (Mr. Horgan) and it relates to a 

passage in the Auditor General's report which regards to Forest 

Management Tax. The Auditor General indicated that since the Land 

!~agement Tax was brought in in 1974 only seven returns have been 

processed by the Auditor General's department. and six of those 

were submitted by the major paper companies which indicates that either 

both major companies did not submit the report required by legislation 

and the revenue that would have resulted therefrom or one company missed 

two years. So my question to the minister is which of the two paper 

companies have net submitted their annual reports as required by the 

Tax Land ~anagement Act up to the time of the Auditor General's 

report, March 1978. 
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~!R. SP!AKER (MR. O'ITENHEIMER) :Ron. minister. 

MR. J • MORGA.~ : Mr. Speaker, having just moved into the 

portfolio of Forestry I will take the question under advisement and 

attempt to get the answers to that question over the next number 

of days. 

NR. G. FLIGHT : 

$. SPEAKER: 

MR. G. FLIGHT: 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary. 

!~. Speaker, the Auditor General also 

indicates that up to his 1976 audit which was a year prior to this 

one 1977 that the Province had not identified) haQ only received one 

return under the legislation from any individual or company holding 

in ~ceee of 300 acres of timber rights in this Province. And up 

until that point in 1978 only one individual or company had submitted 

a report as required by the legislation. So, therefore we have to 

assume that the Province has· been deprived of any income that it 

was entitled to under this law apart from ane. Now would the minister 

indicate to the House whether or not companies holding in excess of 

300 acres of land in this Province have up to this point in time 

been identified - 300 acres!_ have up to this point in time been identified 

and,if they have been identified,~at action is the government going 

to take with regards to the fact that they have not submitted the 

required reports under this legislation? ~~umber one; they have not 

submitted the raports and number two; ~~hat action will the Province 

take to regain any revenue owing the Province as a result of their 

not having submitted the reports? 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. minister. 

MR. J. MORGAN: Yx. Speaker, number one1 I understand 

that the department is now making every effort to make sure that the com­

panies concerned submit their reports and number two.based on that informa-

tion from the companies concerned the clear indication is that ~•e will 

not lose any revenue based on the reuorts that will be forthcoming in 

the next number of months. 
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HR. G. FLIGHT: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

o!R. SPEAKER (NR. OTTENHEIMER) :A supplementary. 

t!R. G. FLIGHT: Is the mini ster in a position and 

I realize the minister has only been in the portfolio a couple 

of weeks and I will defer the question to the previous ~!inister 

of Lands and Forests (Hr. Maynard) to get an answer 

A...'l HON. ~!EMBER: 

l'!R. G. FLIGHT: 

You cannot do that, 

- if it is necessary, But is the 

minister in a position to give this House some i~dication as to the 

amount of revenue involved het:e.! How much money is owing this 

Province,estimate it if necessary but a figure, a ballpark figure 

to use a cliche that would be owing to this Province as a result 

of the two major paper companies number one;not submitting reports 

and all of the companies in this Provine~ who. own over 300 act:es, 

What figut:e are we looking at, so far that has been deprived 

from this Province as a result of these companies not abiding by 

the law brought in in 1974! 

MR. S .NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. J • XORGAN : 

Enough to pave the roads and -

Han. minister. 

Mr. Speaker, if the han. gentleman 

would have been following what has been happening in the House of 

Assembly the last three yea~:s,aa the spokesman fot: 

forestry he would have realized that the forest mana~ement olan 

and programme - brought in by this government a couple of years 

ago gave all the companies in the Province two years grace to get 

their reports into the government. Because the plan was broQght irt 

and introduced in 1977 ., 
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MR. MORGAN: they a7e given two years to report 

to government, therefore the companies are still within the 

legality of not reporting to date. But as I mentioned earlier 

the indication from the forestry officials are 

that they are now in the process of filing the reports with 

the department and therefore I will make sure as minister, I 

will make sure all my colleagues on this side will agree 

that we get the maxi~um revenue that .is due the government 

from the companies concerned. 

MR. FLIGHT: A final supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Ottenheimer): A final supplementary. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I have to take exception 

to that. The legislation said two years grace but we have all 

the companies who own more than 300 acres and two of the major 

paper companies who have now used up four years grace and have 

not submi.tted their forms. So there is no excuse for the 

companies. And, Mr. Speaker, it is not necessarily a 

supplementary, I wish to advise you, Sir, that I am not 

satisfied with the minister's answer and would request the 

right to debate this issue on the Late Show Thursday. 

MR. 'sPEAKER : The bon. member for Baie Verte-

White Bay, Trinity-Bay de Verde, Bellevue, and Terra Nova. 

MR. RIDEOUT : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 

question too is to the Minister of Lands and Forests 

(Mr. Morgan), it might give him a chance to cool down a 

little bit. It appeared that he was getting a little riled 

up that time. Mr. Speaker, I remain cautiously optimistic 

as a result of hearing the minister in the media this morning 

make a few comments with regard to a possible enlightening 

of the situation, the terrible economic situation that 

presently faces the town of Roddickton in my district. I 

wonder if the minister could inform me and the House what 
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MR. RIDEOUT: exactly the situation is in 

Roddickton at the moment with regards to the economic 

problems facing that community? 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. OTTENHEIMER) : The han. Minister of 

Lands and Forests. 

MR. MORGAN: Well, Mr. Speaker, as of the last 

few days the Premier and the Minister of Industrial Development 

and myself have been closely involved and connected with the 

problems in the hon. gentleman's district at Roddickton and 

attempting to resolve the problem there. Over the past 

weekend, as the hon. gentleman is probably aware, a company 

called Northern Logging Limited from Hawkes Bay met with 

a number of loggers in the area and put forward to them 

the terms and conditions under which they would move in 

and establish a woods operation. Because all the loggers 

were not there in attendance at the meeting on the past 

weekendJtoday the forestry officials are arranging to meet 

with the loggers concerned and put foward to them the terms 

and conditions outlined by the company concerned in the 

hope that the conditions will meet the requirements of the 

loggers in the Roddickton area. · If the conditions outlined 

by the company meet the satisfaction of the loggers, the 

company has indicated to my colleague, the Minister of 

Industrial Development (Mr. Maynard) and myself that they are 

willing to move into the Roddickton area in the next number of 

days and establish a woods operation. 

In the meantime I understand as 

of yesterday in discussion with the council for the community 

of Roddickton, I discussed the matter with them over the phone 

and they have arranged to call tonight a public meeting to also 

outline to them the government's position and the position of 
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MR. MORGAN: the company concerned and I am 

hoping that after tonight that all concerned, the committee 

established, the loggers concerned and council, agree with 

the conditions set out by the company and if so the matter 

will be reaolved within the next nlllllber of dAys, 

MR. RIDEOUT: A supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Ottenheimer): A supplementary. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I thank the minister 

for the information. The minister has told us that the 

company is making a proposal to the town, to the loggers 

committee, the citizens committee and so on, could the 

minister tell the House what the involvement of the 

gover·nment financially or otherwise will be in the setting 

up of a new company in the Roddickton area to create the 

much needed employment in that area? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Lands and 

Forests. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, at this time there 

is no indication that government will be involved except to 

the point I mentioned earlier. The company is not really a 

new company in regards to woods operations. They have been 

well established in the Province , in another area of the 

Province over the past number of years. They have a good 

reputation in woods operations and at the present date there 

is no indication that government will be involved financially 

or otherwise except to co-ordinate the negotiations if you 

wish, between the company and the loggers concerned. 

MR. RIDEOUT: A supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the 

minister could tell me whether or not this company, Northern 

Logging of Hawkes Bay,will become involved in what appears 

to be a very bright and prosperous overseas pulp export market 
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MR. RIDEOUT : as enunciated by his 

predecessor a month or so ago, and whether or not they 

have worked out an arrangement with Canada Bay Logging 

Company to cut on their claims or 
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MR. RIDEOUT: vis-a-vis other than that Bowaters since that is 

the two major holders of claims in the Roddickton area. 

MR. SPEAKER(Ottenheimer): The hon. Minister of Lands and Forests. 

MR. MORGAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, it is understood from the company 

as of yesterday at a meeting with them that they will be exporting their 

prime pulp wood from the area. 

MR. RIDEOUT: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, could the minister tell me whether 

or not the company has made a definitive offer to provide logging equipment 

to the loggers in the Roddickton area, as that appears to me for some 

months to be the real crux of the problem? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Lands and Forests. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, without giving all of the details 

of the terms and conditions set forth by the company, there was a total 

of ten conditions. One of them being they would provide unnecessary 

equipment like, for example, chain saws and parts for the heavy equipment. 

Also they would provide a garage for the repair of the equipment, and 

transportation to and from the wood sites. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Are they going to supply timber jacks? 

MR. MORGAN: The acquisition of heavy equipment like timber jacks 

was not one of the conditions put forward by the company, but they put 

forward ten conditions. And as I indicated earlier,! am of the opinion at 

this time that the majority of the loggers and the people in the area will 

accept these conditions. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Trinity-Bay de Verde I had 

indicated. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, in the absence of the Minister of 

Municipal Affairs,! would like to address a question to the Premier 

with respect to the ministerial statement made today,which obviously 

was approved by the Cabinet, and relating to the aquisition of fire 

equipment for unincorporated communities and the intention to set up 

committees for that particular purpose. An excellent idea. But 

what I would like to know, Sir, the ministerial statement indicates that 

such committees will be set up and regulations will be brought in 

as quickly as possible. 
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Mr. F. Rowe: Now, Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that 

there are a number of large Linincorporate·d communities particularly 

in my own district, could the Premier give some indication as to what 

is meant by as quickly as possible? Because I know of a number of 

fire halls that have been built under LIP or Canada Works projects 

and this sort of a thing, and these people are now in the process of 

trying to find funds for the purpose of acquiring some fire equipment 

and I am sure they would like to know approximately what time frame 

PK - 2 

is involved here so they would- some of them,for example,are embarking 

on fund raising episodes at this point now, and if they could get a 

reasonably fair definition of approximately when such regulations 

will be brought forward for the setting up of such a committee it would 

be deeply appreciated? 

MR. SPEAKER (MR. OTTENHEIMER): The han. the Premier. 

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, it will be as quickly as the 

regulations are put in place. And the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

is not available right now, but as I understand it, as quickly as the 

regulations can be established, so it is standard for all 

unincorporated areas then we wi 11 be ready to move. How quickly, the 

han. member could ask, I suppose, how quickly is that? I do not know 

how long it takes regulations to get in place, I would 

imagine two or three weeks time it would be ready tO<Jmove, you know. 

MR. F. ROWE: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, well you know I would not expect 

the Premier or even the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing to 

indicate exactly, you know, what week. Are we talking about weeks or 

a month or two months or three months? 

PREMIER PECKFORD: That is why I said two or three weeks. 

MR. ROWE: 

MR. CALLAN: 

Two or three weeks. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER (MR . OTTENHEIMER): recognize the hon. gentleman 

for Bellevue next. Before his question I would like to welcome to the 

House of Assembly on behalf of hon. members some visitors from Pasadena 

in the persons of Mayor Pardy, Councillor Norman, and the Town Manager, 

Mr. Roland Major. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Bellevue. 

MR. CALLAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I have a question for 

the Minister of Rural Development,who is outside of ,the door, I hope he 

can get in in time to answer a little question. It relates to the 

Auditor General's report on page 34. The Auditor General says, regarding 

the Department of Rural Development, Section SO,"My audit of the 

Rural Development Authority for the year ended 31 March 1978 disclosed 

nine instances where the guidelines established by the Authority for 

issuing loans were not followed." Later on in the report, on top of 

page 35, the Auditor General says, "The issuance of guidelines,especially 

guidelines which are not followed, instead of having regulations, which 

would be enforceable, borders on the ridiculous and makes a reasonable 

audit impossible." He says, "I note that the Internal Audit Division, 

the Department of Finance, 
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MR. CALLAN: in its report on audit of 

the Rural Development Authority dated July 12, 1977, 

expressed a view that former regulations should be 

enacted." Let me ask the minister then, does he or the 

government that he is a part of intend to replace these 

guidelines with legislation enacting regulations? 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) The hon. the Minister of 

Rural-Agricultural and Northern Development. 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, yes, there will 

be an amendment to the Rural Development Act introduced 

during this sitting of the House to allow the Rural 

Development Authority to make regulations governing the 

granting of loans. 

MR. CALLAN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. CALLAN: 

Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. 

A supplementary . 

That is good news, Mr. Speaker. 

We are going to have the gate closed after at least nine 

horses have escaped. But anyway, it is better late than 

never. Let me ask the minister, then - the new minister, 

I should say - I think the last report that the House of 

Assembly received on a list of loans and grants that were 

made by the Rural Development Authority - the last list 

was presented to this House about five or six years ago. 

Other former ministers refused to present a list showing 

the loans and grants. Does this minister intend to have 

an open department? Does he intend to present us with a 

list or are we to be still kept in the dark? 

MR. SPEAKER: !he hon. minister. 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, this minister 

intends to have a fully open department. It has been 

that way since I have moved into the department. !he door 

has never been closed to anyone who has come to it to ask 

for i nformation, to ask for loans or whatever it is they 

want to do. However, the maintaining of an open department 
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XR. GOUDIE: does not include the publishing 

of a list of loans or grants in this Province. 

MR. CALLAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Ottenheimer) A supplementary. 

MR. CALLAN: Okay, Mr. Speaker, the 

minister has indicated that he will not present a detailed 

list, but in view of the fact that obviously there has 

to be a suspicion regarding these nine instances, perhaps 

to allay any fears that these loans which were granted 

without following the guidelines may have been done for 

political or other reasons, Would the minister table a 

list of these nine instances of loans being granted 

without the guidelines being followed to allay any fears 

or any mistrusts and so on that peop~e may have that it 

was done for a friend and so on? Would the minister do 

that, table the nine? 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. minister. 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, no, I do not intend 

to ta~le that list of the nine loans which were approved 

according to the Auditor General outside of the guidelines. 

I should clarify one point, I think, that under the 

guidelines which exist presently, it is not illegal or 

improper -

MR. CALLAN: 

MR. GOUDIE: 

to anyone or anything. 

MR. CALLAN: 

MR. GOUDIE: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

No, no. 

- for the RDA to provide loans 

It smells bad, that is all. 

It smells bad, but -

Orders of the Day. 

I meant to do this yesterday, 

Mr. Speaker. I am sure my bon. counterpart, the Government 

House Leader (Mr. W. Marshall), my good friend, will second 

the motion that I am going to make. I meant to do it 

yesterday, Sir, on the lOOth anniversary, the birthday of 
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MR. NEARY: The Evening Telegram in this 

Province. In my opinion, Sir, it would be a very serious 

oversight -

AN HON. MEMBER: 

would mention it. 

MR. NEARY: 

AN RON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: 

You waited, hoping that they 

Well, I had held back. 

Right. 

I had advised Your Honour, as 

a matter of fact, in advance, but I held back hoping the 

Premier or the Government House Leader would do it. 

But it would be a very serious 

oversight on our part, Sir, as members of this bon. House, 

if we did not take note of the fact that the St. John's 

Evening Telegram yesterday celebrated its lOOth birthday. 

In 1894, as bon. gentlemen are aware, a humble printer 

in the person of William James Herder founded 

The Evening Telegram, Mr. Speaker, which turned out to 

become one of Newfoundland's most successful dailies. 

Later, in 1900, Sir, we are told that The Western Star 

began publication in Corner Brook and has been publishing 

for at least seventy-nine years providing news and 

information and providing a public service to the people 

in the Western part of the Province. 

To the surviving members of the 

Herder family, Sir, and to the editorial staff and the 

news staff and to all the employees of The Evening Telegram, 

we wish them, Sir, a happy birthday and a happy anniversary. 

And I think it is only fitting, Mr. Speaker, that I should 

move in this hen. House that you, Sir, through your good 

office, send a note of congratulations to the publishers 

on this occasion. Therefore, Sir, I move that this Rouse, 

in recognition of the lOOth anniversary or the lOOth 

birthday of The Evening Telegram, send a message of 
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Mll. NEARY: congratulations to the 

St. John's Evening Telegram with a sincere wish that 

they continue developing and continue to grow and 

continue the important role that they have in this 

Province of sending out and providing news to tbe 

people of this Province. And l would also like to 

probably incorporate in that, Sir, 
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}1R. NEARY: the fact that the press foreman at 

the lvening Telegram,Mr. Walter Churchill,has been with that 

company sixty-three and one half years. Mr. Churchill could have 

resigned, could have retired rather but elected to carry on his 

duties with the Evening Telegram • I think he is to be commended. 

He has been with that company sixty-three and one half years, Sir, 

which is a remarkable and outstanding feat indeed. So I take great 

pleasure, Sir, in moving that Your Honour compile a letter of 

congratulations to the Evening Telegram on its lOOth birthday. 

MF. SPEAKER: (Mr.Ottenheimer) The bon. ·President of the 

Council. 

MF.. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, we have no 

hesitation whatsoever in wholeheartedly endorsing and seconding 

or co-proposing a suitable letter be drafted by Your Honour -

perhaps Your Honour could even deliver it because the Evening Telegram 

itself has been a very noted force in this Province and a very 

beneficial force over the past 100 years. As the bon. member for 

LaPoile (Mr.Neary) ha6 indicated particularly under the impetus 

and the leadership and direction of the Herder family which when 

one thinks of publishing in this Province today one thinks of the 

Herder family. ·In recent years it has gone to the Thompson chain 

on the Mainland but I think the last 100 years certainly belong 

to the Herder family and the employees and the reporters that 

have been in the operation for that period of time. They have 

made a very significant contribution to the life of this Province on 

many times particularly and I think we will all agree that they 

were one of the main carrying calls in this Province for freedom 

in recent years and have done in large measure a great deal of 

service in this Province to what a lot of people feel is restoring 

democracy to the Province of Newfoundland. So we have no hesitation 

whatsoever in endorsing the motion proposed by the member for 

LaPoile (Mr. Neary) which I am quite sure will pass unanimously and 

with a great deal of genuine feeling by all members of the House. 
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MF.. SPEAKER: (~r. Ot tenheimer) It has been moved and 

seconded that a suitable letter be sent to the Evening Telegram 

expressing the Rouse's sentiments and congratulations upon the 

lOOth anniversary. Is the Rouse ready for the question? 

Those in favour •Aye•, contrary "Nay", Carried. 

Member's Day we proceed to Motion No. 1. 

Burgeo -Bay d'Espoir. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

It being Private 

Hon. member for 

Hear, hear! 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister 

of Public Works (Mr.Young) compares to match wits with the meaber 

for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan). The total match comes to a 

half-wit, both sides included. 

. Mr. Speaker, I should 

note of course that history was made in the House a moment ago 

when the motion to congratulate the Evening Telegram was on the 

floor" the member for St. John's East (Mr.Marshall) - I am sure I 

heard him say that he wanted to congratulate all the reporters. 

Now one of the reporters is Mr. Joe Smallwood and let the record 

show that the member for St. John's East indirectly said something 

nice about Mr. Smallwood and moreover the member for St. John's 

North (Mr. J.Carter) was silent and silence is consent I am 

told, He was acrually silent on that point so he, ~r. Speaker, 

indirectly has given his support to a resolution praising Mr. 

Smallwood. He will be awake all night tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, the 

resolution moved by my colleague the Leader of the Opposition 

(Mr.W.Rowe) the member for Twillingate proposes that we establish 

a select committee of this Rouse, a committee of several members 

to travel around the Province - how nice -

MR. MORGAN: 

campaign! 

Have you started a leadership 
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Ml. SIM!mNS: A leadership campaign. Alrea~y he is 

callillg for a leadenhip review tn hi.s part:y, Mr. Speaker. I 

knew he did not take it very well. Ther~ they are, Mr. Speaker, 

number fifty-six, one hundred and fifty-seven and sliding. Tbe~ 

he is,the helicopter kid, number fifty-'&ix. 

MR . MO.RGAN : I was not one of the .people arrested thi .mornillg. 

MR. SIMMONS : You wo\lld lcnaw if you were ill jail 

when you caae out on your day pemit thi.s m.oming you would have 

seen him. 
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MR. MORGAN: Wait until I show you the 

film on the Newfoundland Hotel. 

MR. SIMMONS: 

Show us the film 'Jimmy'. 

MR. MORGAN: 

'Bill'. 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

Show us the film 'Jimmy'. 

You are a movie star, 

Let us get the Minister of 

Tourism to get a projector, let us get him up to see it. 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. MORGAN: 

referring -

'Jimmy', some day­

Mr. Speaker, he is 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, some day the 

hon. member for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) will have 

to put his money where his oversized mouth is. 

MR. MORGAN: What about yourself? 

MR. SIMMONS: He will have to put his 

money where his oversized mouth is. 

MR. RIDEOUT: I hear you are in trouble. 

MR. SIMMONS: He will have to prove all 

the innuendo he gets on with in this House. Then as 

soon as somebody gets up and suggests and tell the 

House some facts of life about his using helicopters, 

then he starts to smart and then he hides behind the 

Chair. But it is okay, Mr. Speaker, as long as the 

innuendo is corning from him about members of this House 

being in jail and that kind of nonsense. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

Speaker. 

MR. MARSHALL: 

MR. SPEAKER(Cross): 

raised. 

MR. MARSHALL: 

Oh, oh! 

That is all very well, Mr. 

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

A point of order has been 

I am on a point of order, Mr. 

Speaker, and the hon. member has to resume his seat I 
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MR. MARSHALL : believe. It is customary. 

Mr. Speaker, the subject 

of this debate is unemployment or employment and I 

suggest to Your Honour that the debate is not taking 

the tenor or the tone along the subject matter of the 

debate itself and I think we would be better served 

if it did because we are getting off into an area now 

that could lead, I think, to points of order and 

countercharges and what have you. I think that the 

hon. member is out of order. Perhaps he is 

responding in other areas, I do not know, but I 

think we should get on with the debate. 

MR. SIMMONS: To that point of order, 

Mr. Speaker. I could not agree more with the government 

House Leader. He could solve the problem very simply 

by restraining his colleague from Bonavista South 

(Mr. Morgan). I submit, Mr. Speaker, I am a victim of 

the most serious provocation here on this matter and 

if he will restrain his colleague from Bonavista South 

I will get on with the subject at hand. I would rather 

at any time, Mr. Speaker, I assure you, talk about 

employment than about the hon. member, as much as I 

have to say about him. 

MR. SPEAKER(Cross) : Order, please! 

I would certainly ask hon. 

members to my left to refrain when someone is speaking. 

And I would ask the hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d' 

Espoir (Mr . . Simmons) to also keep within the realm of 

relevancy in his debate. 

MR. SIMMONS: Now, Mr. Speaker, we have 

the attention of the struggling member for Bonavista 

South (Mr. Morgan). I was about to tell him that the 

resolution would have us set up a select committee to 

travel around this Province and get the views of the 
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MR. SIMMONS: people of Newfoundland 

on this subject, to allow these people to have some 

input into the very serious problem of economic 

development, job creation, the whole employment 

unemployment dilemma. 

I was disappointed to 

learn from one or two speakers from the government 

side that somehow they did not think this was a 

good idea. Indeed, I actually heard one of the 

members, the member for St. John's East. Extern 

(Mr. Hickey} suggest that he had the answers. He 

had them, he said last Wednesday, there was no need 

of any select committees, no need of any input from 

the public, he had the answers. Of course, the 

obvious question for that member is when is he going 

to tell the Premier the answers so that the Premier 

can do something about implementing them. 

I do not believe for a 

moment, Mr. Speaker, we have all the answers on this 

particular subject. I believe one way to find some 

of the answers is the very excellent suggestion put 

forward by the Leader of the Opposition, the member 

for Twillingate (Mr. W.N.Rowe}. 

Last Spring the government 

brought down its budget and the then Minister of 

Finance included in the budget a Blueprint for 

Development. It talked about what the government would 

do over the next five to ten years to create jobs, 

~nd the promise was, Mr. Speaker, that in the five year 

period following - or in the three year period, I ought 

to have said, in the three year period leading up to 

1982, there would be the creation of 40,000 new jobs, 

40,000 new jobs. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, we are 

one quarter of the way along that route now. Since 
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MR. SIMMONS: last Spring, since the 

Spring of 1978, we are one-quarter of the way to 
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MR. R. SIMMONS: the year 1982 and I have 

difficulty finding one quarter of the jobs, Mr. Speaker. I cannot 

see where the quarter , the 10,000 jobs or. even the 5,000 jobs or even 

the 1,000 jobs have been created. Now, Mr. Speaker, that is not to 

say that this Government will not take credit for all kinds of jobs 

that may have been created during that period, for example, only in 

the last few days the minister in the Federal Cabinet for 

Newfoundland, Don Jamieson, announced just about $400 thousand 

funding for a sawmill in my District of Burgeo ~ Bay d 1Espoir, the 

former Ralland' s sawmill at Milltown . This will create in the mill 

and in the woods sixty jobs and I have no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that 

when the Govel'DIIIent comes in with a list of jobs created that it 

will list those suey jobs among the jobs it will claim to have 

created. I have no doubt that the various small and medium size 

enterprises which are getting money through various federal programs 

like t~e JET the Job Experience TrainiDg Program and the various 

other maupower programs of the Federal Government, the DREE programs, 

the various industrial incentive programs and through these programs 

are able to create some additional jobs over and above what they 

would be able to create without those incentives and that financial 

assistance. 

I have no doubt that the Government 

will claim credit for these particular jobs, too. Mr. Speaker, all 

of that begs the real question. What is this particular Government 

going to do about the subject of unemployment · and, even more 

particularily,when is it going to set about doing it1 I am not talking 

about talking about it in budgets or telling us or projecting great 

figures of 40 thousand jobs by 1982 and so on, I am not talking about 

that, I am talking about some tangible evidence such as jobs to take 

the thousands of people around this Province off the unemployment roles, 

off the welfare roles and to put them into jobs. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are critized 

for not having any ideas and for not putting forward ideas about job 
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MR. R. SIMMONS: creation, Well, now that we have 

the new minister, the brand new Minister of Lands and Forestry (Mr. 

Morgan) here in the House, I will pass on to him a suggestion as 

it relates to my own district and it is a suggestion that he could 

apply not only in Burgeo -Bay d'Espoir but in many parts of this 

Province which depend on the forestry industry or could potentially 

depend on the forest industry if the Govertllllent would take the 

right initiative. The whole question I say to him of timber 

royal.t:!.as, . timber royalties on the wood salvage operation and I 

hope I have the att~ntion of the Minister of Lands and Forestry 

on this particular issue, The whole question of timber royalties 

on wood salvage operations. There is one now under the auspiciea of 

his department together with the Department of Social Services 

ongoing in my district right now or in process, and the question 

of timber royalties - the question of cancelling is what I am talking 

about, take off the timber royalties alto~ether. As one of his 

predecessors, by the way, the man sittin~ dir2ctlybehind him undertook 

not to do - I will not commit him to that - but undertook in a 

meetin~ in Bay d'Espoir in last November to take up with Government, 

We have heard nothing about it since, publicly but in a meeting 

on November 15th the then Minister of Forestry and Agriculture undertook 

to take up this verv issue with Government, the question of whether 

Government would be prepared to cancel timber royalties on the woods 

salvage operation. This would have -

MR. E. MAYNARD: We are still at it. 

MR. R. SIMMONS: Okay. The former Minister indicates 

that matter is not a dead issue yet, and I am very glad to hear that 

because that would have some implications for the employment situation 

not only in Bay d'Espoir but in other parts of this Province as well. 

The question - Still on the Forest industry -
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Mil.. L. 'WOODROW: Salvage operation is an ongoing 

prog·raJIUIIe in the departlllent. 

MR. ll. SD!K)NS: Salvage operation. Yes, I thaDk 

my good and eloquent fdend from Bay of Islands (Mr, L. Woodrow) who 

is always helpful at all times. We had occasion to be together at a 

function in his district not too long ago and it was an excellent time, 

I must say, It was good to be with a Liberal at heart at the head 

table • A real Liberal at heart. As Si11allt100d used to say about some 

other people., Mr. Speaker, his heart is in the right place; there is 

no questiQU about that, h:i.s heart is 1n the right place. 

MI.. T. RIDEOUT: Now if he bad the intestinal fortitude 

do SO!Iething· about it. 

MR. ~. SIMMONS: I say to my colleague from. Baie ·;Verte-

Wh:i.te. Bay (Mr. Rideout), I believe the member for Bay of Islands wUl 

do the right thing. 
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MR. SIMMONS: He is coming very close to it now. 

He has already criticized the government's Hydro policy. He has 

criticized it openly in this House. He told us today that he 

was over in the Middle East and right after he came back the 

price of oil went up. He did not say whether it was because 

he was in the Middle East or because he came back, but the price 

of oil did go up; but I say to my colleague from Baie Verte -

White Bay (Mr. Rideout) it is only a question of time-just a 

question of time before - only a question of time. I hope he 

has more luck with King Husain than he had with the person he 

sat next to at the table in Bristol or -

MR. MORGAN: 

partner. 

MR. F. WHITE: 

That is a c:ruel thing to say about your 

And a lot of others, too. 

MR. SIMMONS: 'Jim', jealousy will get you nowhere, 

'Jim'. Yes. I tell him that one of those days he will appear 

in some of these memoirs - a little sub-list. He will be in 

the list. The list will be entitled People I Did Not Want to 

Have an Affair With~ 

Mr. Speaker, another idea for the 

Minister of Lands and Forests (Mr. Morgan) on the subject of 

forest industry and some employment opportunities is another 

one that came out of that particular meeting we had with his 

predecessor in Forestry, and that is an ongoing exchange program 

between the paper millsand the sawmills. The duplication and the 

waste thatyou have in this Province where we talk on one side 

of our mouth about having a great forest industry and having 

controls for the new forestry policies that this government 

brags about, and then to realize that on the other hand we have 

sawmills with all kindsof pulpwood sitting beside the mill 

just because they cannot market it, and then a few miles down 

the road we have loggers in cutting wood for paper mills. 
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MR. SIMMONS: Because these sawmills cannot 

market these logs, the overall sawmill is not a viable operation. 

If through that by-product of pulp logs they could generate 

some additional cash flow, for example, it would improve their 

overallfinancial situation particularly in the Spring of the year 

when the government has to step in every year and give them 

some cash flow essentially. It would help them over the hump 

and, of course, improve their overall cash position, not only 

in terms of cash flow but in terms of the bottom line as well. 

Yet, we have sawmill upon sawmill in this Province where pulpwood 

is literally rotting in the woods because somebody cannot get 

his head together, because somebody cannot get the paper mills 

to make an equitable deal with those sawmill operations. I 

would hope that that issue, which is one· the former minister 

of Forestry undertook to pursue for us, will have some resolution 

in favour of the sawmill operators before too long. 

The paper millshave to buy their 

sawlogs somewhere - I am sorry, their pulp logs somewhere -

whether they buy them from contractors who are cutting, as 

they will have to continue to do in large measure. 

I am not suggesting the sawmill operation - by-product operation 

with sawlogs - will ever replace woods cutting or woods 

contracting as we know it in this Province; but I am suggesting 

and asking and pleading really that in the interests of some 

job creation in places like my district, the sawlog problem 

ought to be resolved simply by selling the logs to the mills. 

It requires the intervention of government• It is not as 

simple as I stated today because there are issues on the side 

of the paper mills. I realize that. There are issues involving 

the unions, for example, but issues I believe that are able to 

be resolved. 
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MR. SIMMONS: Now, Mr. Speaker, I got off on 

the issue of sawmills . I was onto another subject which is 

very dear to my heart and that is the Blueprint for Development 

which appeared last Spring. It is called grandly enough 

Into the Eighties -a pretty document - nice picture of a ship 

there all in full colour . Now just as I turn to the subject 

of this blueprint they tell me I am just about out of time today. 

Mr . Speaker, I am sure that member 
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MR. SIMMONS: for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) 

will give me leave to talk about this for an hour or so. I 

will have to leave this one, Mr. Speaker, for some other time -

this subject of the Blueprint for Development. It is a subject 

very dear to my heart and I would like to have some answers 

from the government. One, is the blueprint all scrapped now 

that we have this newfangled administration - the administration 

that is going to solve most of our problems this week? I heard 

a rather interesting comment on that subject. I was talking 

to somebody on the phone a couple of days ago and he was 

talking about the new Premier and it was a fellow with a 

pretty wry sense of humour. Into the conversation a bit he 

said; "Simmons, what does the Premier plan to do next week?", 

and the implication being that at the rate he was going he 

would have all the problems solved this week. 

The public, Mr. Speaker, already 

are beginning to laugh - beginning to laugh - because they 

realize that their expectations now are being =aised higher 

and higher than ever on top of a promise of last Spring where 

you are going to have 40,000 new jobs. You are going to have 

an increase in the per capita income. You are going to reduce 

our rate of dependence on transfer payments from Ottawa. You 

are going to optimize benefits from the resource industry. 

All sounds very flowery. I commend the fellows in New York 

and Toronto who wrote this - the PR fellows up in Montreal, 

I think it was, who wrote this one. Well, let us talk some 

facts, Mr. Speaker. We still face the highest unemployment 

rate we have ever had and we still are struggling with a 

government that is prepared to do nothing about it, and now 

we learn last Wednesday from the Minister from St. John's East 

Extern (Mr. Hickey) that the government is not even prepared 

to strike a select committee to have a look at the problem. 

1887 



April 4, 1979 Tape No. 739 GH-2 

MR. SIMMONS: Of course, Mr. Speaker, without 

detracting from my colleague's motion in moving this, my 

colleague from Twillingate (Mr. W. Rowe), we still have one 

idea that is much better than a select committee. We will 

vote for this one because it is the only option in this House, 

but we have a better option, Mr. Speaker. If the government 

is afraid of a select committee, call the election. Call the 

election and let us get a new select committee in here of 51 

or 52 and perhaps there will be enough in that new group who 

are prepared to take the unemploTo~ent situation in hand. That 

is our first priority. That is the kind of caaaittee we would like to see 

selected, a select committee of 52 members elected by the 

people of this Province. If they will not do that, Mr. Speaker, 

let thela at least support this particular resolution 

which will allow several members of this House to go around 

the Province. Let us put the M.H.A.'s here to work- the 

backbenchers on the government side ~ the people on this side. 

Let us put us to work, not only when we are in the House and 

we are answering our mail and visiting our district. Let us 

put us to work generally and more full-time out doing the 

people's business, and in particular concentrating on a very, 

very serious problem and one that is not going to go away 

despite the rhetoric to the contrary in this particular House 

from the government side. 

something about it. 

MR. SPEAKER (CROSS): 

MR. DINN: 

It will not go away. Let us do 

The han. Minister of Manpower. 

Mr. Speaker, first of all let 

me congratulate you, Sir, on being elected unanimously by 

the House of Assembly to assume the position of Chairman of 

Committees and Deputy Speaker of the House. 

1888 



April 4, 1979 Tape No. 739 GH-3 

MR. D!NN: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

speak in this debate because I think that what we have in 

this Province is a very serious problem and,number two, in 

listening to hen. members opposite I can certainly understand 

why they would want to set up a select committee, because I 

have list.ened to several speakers opposite now and I have not 

heard one idea. So, obviously ·they want to go out around the 

Province to find out if there is somebody out there who has 

an idea because they do not have any. "Put us to work", says 

the hon. member for Burg eo - Bay d 'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) , 

"so that we can go out and find out from the people", because 

they do not know. Well, Mr. Speaker, they are being paid by 

the people of this Province. They can go out whenever they 

wish and they can find out from the peop-le of the Province 

what they obviously do not know. The hen. member for Burg.eo -

Bay d'Espoir waffled back and forth -
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MR. DINN: 

and he tal ked about not collecting royalties from the people who are 

operating our woods operations. Maybe what he should have gone on to 

say was, "Let us give the land back to l:.iechenstein." Well, Mr. Speaker, 

that is not our position: It never will be our position and, Mr. 

Speaker, we are going to develop this Province for the people of the 

Pro vi neE~. 

The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Flight) during today's 

sitting said, "Let us collect the money owed by the people involved 

in woods operations in the Province." The hon. member for Burgee-Bay 

d'Espoir says, "Let us not collect." Well, Mr. Speaker, is it any wonder 

that the hon. members opposite want to set up a select committee to go 

around the Province to see if there is something, one idea that they 

can agree upon to get more people employed in th)s Province, because 

obviously, Mr. Speaker, they have no such idea. have not heard of 

one put forward and obviously they just simply do not have any. They 

scoffed, Mr. Speaker, at the blueprint for development. Well, Mr. 

Speaker, anyone in this Province who looks around and sees what is 

going on can see that there is a definite plan. Anyone who looks at 

the highways situation in this Province, the different peninsulas that 

are served in this Province today with paved roads so that we can 

transport fish to the plants, would obviously know, the han. 

member sitting in the Chair knows that down in his area of Bonavista 

North that there is a road circling the whole peninsula where people 

can transport what they catch to plants on these roads and this will 

in the future obviously provide employment. I believe the figure from 

t1e Minister of Fisheries or I read in the paper there not long ago 

that employment in fisheries alone last year increased,the work force 

in the fisheries, increased by some 2,400. So, Mr. Speaker, this 

is the way that we see this Provir.ce developing and, Mr. Speaker, we 

will continue to do this, we will develop an excellence in what we have. 

I ,1eard an han. _ gentleman say many times and that is exactly what we are 

going about. 
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MR. DINN: 

But it has to be a planned, well co-ordinated effort. 

It has to include roads. It has to include not burning your boats but 

building your boats, Mr. Speaker. It has to include industrial development, 

not by putting the money into industrial development but making it available 

so that people, private enterprisers can come in here and get involved in 

the development of Newfoundland and also the entrepreneurs and private 

developers within the Province can get involved in developing this 

Province for the people of this Province. Now, Mr. Speaker,it is not 

going to happen tomorrow. It is not going to happen next year but it 

will happen and it is happening. It is happening in the fisheries. 

It is happening in offshore oil and gas right now. We have a registry 

in this office and I heard an hon. member in the press of late criticize 

this government for having a registry and only h~ving it available to 

the people in St. John's. Well, Mr. Speaker, this is available to 

all the people in this Province through our regional offices and through 

our offshore employment officer here in St. John's who is a co-ordinator, 

a man who co-ordinates these people and makes sure that the companies 

are aware of the skills that we have in Newfoundland so that Newfoundlanders 

will be employed in our offshore oil and gas drilling, exploration and 

hopefully if and when it is discovered in that total operation also. 

Mr. Speaker, in this registry of people,Newfoundlanders 

whom we want to employ in Newfoundland, we have people from the East Coast, 

the West Coast, Central Newfoundland, the Northern Peninsula, 
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MR. DINN: the South Coast, Labrador, 

Burin Peninsula, Avalon Peninsula, St. John's is included and 

Pleasantville is included most assuredly, and also, Mr. Speaker, 

hon. members might be surprised to know that Newfoundlanders 

outside of the Province who want to come back to Newfoundland 

and who want to participate in what is happening in Newfoundland 

also have their names on this list for offshore oil and gas 

exploration and, as I said, hopefully when and if oil is 

discovered offshore then these people will be given the first 

opportunity to be employed in that operation. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we do have a 

problem. The problem is that we have a labour force right 

now that is larger than the number of people that we can 

employ in this Province at this particu~ar time, but as I 

said in fisheries we had some 2,400 get back into that operation 

last year. In offshore oil and gas this year my personal 

target is to get a thousand Newfoundlanders employed in that 

operation. I may not reach that target but certainly I will 

reach six or seven hundred and, Mr. Speaker, let it be made 

clear right now to anybody who wants to come in here and 

explore and develop our resources that they will employ 

Newfoundlanders when Newfoundlanders are available for work 

and when Newfoundlanders are skilled enough to do the work 

that is required to be done . 

. Mr. Speaker, I have also seen 

in the p&4t few days a comment by a private citizen in the 

Province who aspires to the House of Commons - a ~ent that 

we are not going to employ Newfoundlanders on our supply 

vessels, that they are going to get the menial tasks, that 

Newfoundlanders are not qualified and are not going to get 

the jobs. Well, let me also say that we have in Newfoundland 
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MR. DINN: some of the best seamen in the 

world;and in checking the erroneous statements out I find 

that on these supply vessels, for example, we have the 

capability of employing about ten people per vessel, that 

Maritime law in the countries concerned where the supply 

vessels are coming from states that we have to. The captain, 

the chief engineer, I believe, and the mate have to be 

resident of the country where the ship originates. They call 

it a flag mate, I believe, but outside of that, over and 

above that Maritime law, every other person on these supply 

vessels will be Newfoundlanders if Newfoundlanders are available 

to take these jobs; that is to say that the mate - there are 

two mates on these vessels - will be a Newfoundlander, the 

second engineer will be a Newfoundlander · and the cooks and 

the deckhands, etc., will be Newfoundlanders. They will be 

Newfoundlanders or the ship will not operate unless, for 

example, we just simply do not have the people available to 

work on these rigs. I say that today. I say that I am sure 

the Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. Doody) will say the same 

thing and, Mr. Speaker, that is what it is all about. That is 

what this government is about - is to protect the rights of 

the Newfoundlanders and give them the first opportunity to do 

the work in this Province. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Blueprint 

for Development - I was a little bit surprised to hear hen. 

members opposite scoff a little bit at our Blueprint for 

Development. Well, Mr. Speaker, anybody who was ever involved 

in industry or in government or wherever know that in order 

to do something to change the face of a province or a nation, 

they have to start out first by planning and it took -
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MR. DINN: 

four or five years to get some kind of a plan in place for our fisheries, 

for our transportation, for our Departments of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing and Tourism and Forestry and Agriculture and so on. It took 

four or five years to get this planning underway, to find out, for 

example, •.·•here we should be going, how we shou.ld be going about it 

and what is needed to be done, what infrastructure is needed to be put in 

place in order to achieve what we are trying to achieve and that is 

to develop this Province for the benefit of the people in this Province 

and so that the people in this Province will get the most benefit out 

of whatever we attempted to do. 

As I said in our transportation syst~~ · our roads, 

we have gone a long way now to making sure that just about every peninsula 

in this Province, or the Island portion of the Province of Newfoundland 

and Labrador has a good road system. There are some roads that are 

not completed yet and this year I believe that the Province will be spending 

somewhere upwards of $80 million. That is Trans-Canada Highway agreements 

and DREE agreements and provincial dollars to upgrade and pave more of the 

roads in this Province. And that is just about all that we can afford 

to do per year in this Province, Mr. Speaker, about $80 million worth of 

roads. 

Also I think you will find, Mr. Speaker, if you look 

into the record that going back over the past three or four or five 

years you will find that we have also developed our water and sewer. 

Our water systems for example centered around and priorized for the 

development of our fisheries or other industries in this Province. 

In other words in order to become a top priority you had to have, if 

you had an industry that wanted to develop in an area, if you had the 

people in the area who wanted to pay a basic rate for the operation and 

maintenance of a system, if you had these certain criteria you ended 

up on the top or pretty close to the top of the list and you were done. 

There is a five year programme but what government in its right mind 

would come out and say that we are going to do Harbour Mill next year or 
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MR. DINN: 

the road to Harbour Mill this year and you are going to have to wait 

four or five or six years before we get a road over to English Harbour 

paved? There is no government in its right mind would do that, Mr. 

Speaker. There is a five year plan both in roads, in transportation. 

There is a five year plan in Municipal Affairs and Housing with respect 

to water and sewer systems. There is a five to ten year plan in fisheries 

and the han. the Minister of Fisheries I have to say a few words about today, 

is probably the best Minister of Fisheries we have ever had in this Province. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. DINN: He never just went around this Province, Mr. Speaker, and 

considered this Province to be just the Island portipn of the Province 

but he travelled from Mary's Harbour and "L'Anse-au-Clair all the way 

up to Nain and met all the fishermen -

AN HON. MEMBER: He has not been to Englee. 

MR. DINN: am surprised to hear, Mr. Speaker, there is a community 

in this Province that the han. the Minister of Fisheries has not visited 

and has not talked to the fishermen in that area. As a matter of fact I 

find it very, very difficult to believe but, Mr. Speaker, I am not about 

to break the rules of this House and call any member of this Legislature 

a- well I just will not say the word because it is unparliamentary, 

Mr. Speaker. But I am sure that 99 per cent of the fishermen in this 

Province have had meetings with, have visited with both in here in St. 

John's and also out in their communities or have had a visit from the 

han. the Minister of Fisheries. And, Mr. Speaker, he is one of the most 

dynamic ministers in this Province. He is one of these guys who just 

cannot sit in his seat. He wants to get out of this House. He wants 

to talk to the fishermen. He wants to find out what their problems are 

and, Mr. Speaker, most importantly he wants to solve their problems. 

His policy, Mr. Speaker, is not to burn the boats. His 

policy 
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MR. DINN: is to get into Treasury Board 

and get into Cabinet and get into these places and fight for 

every single dollar that he can get for building boats for 

the fishermen of this Province so that they can get on with 

the job of harvesting that great resource for the benefit of 

all the people in this Province. I have yet to hear the han. 

Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Carter) get up and talk about all 

the number of jobs that he has created in this Province because 

he is not one for blowing his own horn. But, Mr. Speaker, there 

comes a time -

AN HON. MEMBER: A man of the future. 

MR. DINN: - there comes a time, Mr. Speaker, 

when somebody has to get up and blow the horn for a guy who 

just sits back and relaxes and does his job and gets out and 

talks to the people of this Province. And to suggest to the hon. 

Minister of Fisheries that he should be part of or he should 

want to set up a select committee in- this House to go out and 

find out from the fishermen what their problems are or what 

they want is to insult a minister of this Crown, Mr. Speaker, 

and I have no intention of supporting a motion in this House 

that would have anything to do with that kind of an insult to 

a man who has worked day and night for the people of this 

Province and specifically for the fishermen in this Province. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is only 

one area - fisheries. Industrial development: Well, Mr. Speaker, 

in the past and we can look at what happened to industries in 

the past - in the past it was dole it out, give it to 

Liechenstein, give it to this one and give it to that one 

and if they did not make a go of it, well, that was all right, 

the people of the Province bore the brunt and it took some 

years to get some of these major industries on the right road. 
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MR. DINN: Now, Mr. Speaker, one of these 

industries out in the Bay St. George area was an industry 

that was ill-conceived. The Labrador Linerboard Mill was 

ill-conceived. 

MR. MCNEIL: Oh, oh! Oh, oh! 

MR. DINN: The hon. member from that area 

out there (Mr. McNeil), Mr. Speaker, can get up and say what 

he wants to in this House when his turn comes. He has the 

opportunity as every hon. member in this House has to get up 

whenever his turn comes and say his few words about the area, 

the Bay St. George area, because we are very concerned about 

the Bay St. George area, but, Mr. Speaker, I would ask him today 

to sit back a little while and take a few and take them on the 

chin because that is where they are pointed and directed. 

The hon. member last year said, 

"Do not close the Linerboard Mill" or "You cannot close the 

Linerboard Mill. This mill has to stay open. We have to pump 

$50 million in a year. It does not matter." Well, Mr. Speaker, 

that is not the way to develop this Province. The way to 

develop this Province is to create a climate so that an industry 

can be viable. Mr. Speaker, we were successful enough to turn 

that mill over to Abitibi Price who is a good corporate citizen 

in this Province, has been for years, and, Mr. Speaker, undoubtedly 

that will be another successful operation - will employ people 

in Newfoundland and it will not cost the people of Newfoundland 

$50 million a year to keep it going. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. DINN: Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member 

for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) wants to get into the 

debate, Mr. Speaker, and I will give him the opportunity when 

I am finished. I am not quite finished· yet. 

MR. RIDEOUT : I did not change districts, did I? 
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MR. D1NN: But obviously the hon . member 

for Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) - the people up in 

Baie Verte - i-lhite Bay do not know where he is from. The 

bon. member for Baie Verte - White Bay would do well to listen 

for a little while and to see if he can control that part of 

his body that is making the noise right now- but the hon. member 

for Baie Verte - i-lhite Bay is obviously going to stand up in 

this House and elucidate the policies of the hon. members 

opposite and obviously support going about -

MR. c. POWER Did you say 'elucidate' or 

'hallucinate"? 

MR. DINN: 'Hallucinate', too. 

- the setting up of a select 

committee to go around the Province to rind out what the 

people are saying because he does not know what the people 

are saying and he does not know what to do about the problems 

in this Province. Mr . Speaker, 
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MR . DINN: 

if he looked back at the record of the administration that was of that 

colour, that will never be returned in this Province again- as a 

matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I would venture to say that they had better 

watch out or the NDP may very well replace them as the offic1al 

Opposition in this Province. 

MR. RIDEOUT: It was the Tories who found out what the NDP could 

do. 

MR. DINN: That is right and so did the hen. member opposite find 

out. 

MR. FLIGHT: Let us look at the Grand Falls-Bishop Falls Trans Canada 

upgrading. 

MR. DINN: Now, Mr. Speaker, the han. member wants to talk about the 

Grand Falls-Bishop Falls Trans-Canada upgrading right now. The hen. 

member usually shoots little tidbits of information across to see if 

we will bite and this particular one we will. The federal government 

set up a commission to investigate and find out what the transportation 

problems were in the Province of Newfoundland and they found out what 

the transportation problems were and they do not like it. They do not 

like the idea that that commission recommended that the federal 

government pay 90 per cent of the costs. They do not like that idea 

at all and I do not think they are going to do a thing about it. It 

is a recommendation that is one of the main recommendations of the 

report. The hon. member opposite just slides his little suggestion 

across and what I would recommend for the hen. gentleman is, if he 

can get an opportunity to get up to Ottawa and have a little chat 

with Mr. Lang,which is generally a one way conversation because he 

does not say much. he generally grunts back and says, "Who is next?". 

But if he will go up to Ottawa and have a chat with Mr. Lang maybe 

he will have a little more success with Mr. Lang than a lot of people 

in a 1 ot of provinces i'n -this country. And it is one of the reasons 

why ~te have a orob 1 em in this country with unity. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is a four letter word. 

MR. ROBERTS: Two four 1 etter words, Otto Lang. 
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MR. DINN: That is right, Otto Lang is certainly two four letter 

words. Now, Mr. Speaker, what is going to happen between Bishops 

Falls and Grand Falls? Well I guess we are going to have to see what 

happens in the budget for the Province of Newfoundland when it comes 

out and see if there are any dollars involved, see if there is any 

money in there for the upgrading of that portion because we think on this 

side of the House that it is a very, ·very important road. It is very 

important that it be widened and developed up tc Trans-Canada standards 

which it never was, Mr. Speaker, and we hope that it will be done this 

year. Certainly we hope that Mr. Lang will come through since his 

commission recommended that they pay 90 per cent and we would be only 

to glad to pay 10 per cent of that piece of road between Bishops 

and Grand Fa 11 s. 

MR. FLIGHT: We need a permanent member for Gr~nd Falls. 

MR . DINN: Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for Windsor-Buchans 

(Mr. F~ight) is obviously chomping at the bit and wants to jump up 

and tell us about all the ideas that he has with respect to employment 

or he probably would like to dwell on unemployment. I prefer to dwell 

on employment for the people in this Province. We, as I say, Mr. 

Speaker, have many things on the go. Another thing in transportation 

is the opening up of Lake Melville for ten months of the year. We 

think that is possible. We think -

MR. FLIGHT: Ken Prowse had an idea (inaudible). 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right Ken Prowse had an idea. 

MR. FLIGHT: What does the government intend to do? 

MR. DINN: Imagine that, Mr. Speaker, the enemy of Price 

speaking about Prowse. 

Mr. Speaker, opening up Lake Melville a very, very important 

item on the agenda for discussion with the federal government. We 

have already had several discussions with the federal government 

with respect to getting an ice breaker to see what the possibilities 

are up there. But that is a start, the opening up of one of the greatest 

resources and resource areas in this whole Province, that area on 

the mainland called Labrador. And, Mr. Speaker, that would only be a 
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MR. DINN: 

start. Then there is the possibility of the development of the 

~lakkovik uranium. The road across Labrador is another priority 

and if the federal government does not move fairly fast on that we 

are going to have to take initiatives ourselves as we did with the 

Lower Churchill and we are going to have to do something with respect 

to opening up Freedom Road in Labrador. 

The hon. member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) I do not think there 

is a day passes, 

1901. 



April 4, 1979 Tape 745 RT-1 

MR. J. DINN: Mr. Speaker, that the hon. the 

member for Naskaupi (Mr. J. Goudie) is not pushing the needs 

of the people of Labrador and I would say something else 

that he is one of the best representatives I have ever seen 

for any area in this Province and Labrador -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: I can go along with that. 

MR. J. DINN: Do you really? I finally said 

something that the hon. member for Baie Verte-White Bay 

(Mr. T. Rideout) agrees with. And there you go, Mr. Speaker, 

I am almost tempted to sit down now. 

But, Mr . Speaker, there is another 

minister of the Crown, a man who works day and night for the 

people in Labrador and for all the people in the Province, 

the Minister of Rural Development -

MR. I. STRACHAN: 

in October of 1975. 

MR. J . DINN: 

He should have been in the Cabinet 

and, Mr. Speaker, if I were forming 

a Cabinet in 1975 he would be in that Cabinet -

AN HON. MEMBER: 

}1R. J. DINN: 

over that and -

MR. G. FLIGHT: 

MR. J . DINN: 

You would have been, too. 

but, Mr. Speaker, I had no control 

So would you have been in there. 

And so would I have been, obviously. 

So, Mr. Speaker, if people were to 

look around this Province and look at any department of 

Government they can see that opening up this Province, making 

the resources available to the people, allowing them to 

develop those resources, is the way to go. That is the way 

we have been trying to and attempting to go. It takes some 

time to do it. It is not an approach that can happen over­

night , it is not something that just happens; it takes years 

of plar.ning and it takes years of implementation. We are well 

on the ~ay and it looks like it will not be long before the 
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MR. J. DI~N: eighteen per cent unemployment 

which is a disgrace in this country, a disgrace in this 

Province - that eighteen per cent unemployment will be just 

about eliminated if we keep going the same road, if we are 

not tempted by the Liechenstein people and people like that, 

if we are not tempted in that direction. If we keep going 

down the same road that we are going, in three, or four, or 

five years the unemployment rate in this Province will be 

the lowest of any Province in Canada and, indeed, every 

province in Canada has a fear that we are going to be the 

top province in Canada. Alberta, British Columbia, Ontario 

are now shaking in their shoes at the rate of growth, the 

potential that we have in this Province, and the way that 

we are going to develop this Pro~ince. It looks as though 

we will overtake them in no time flat, and will be not only 

a 'have' Province but the 'have' Province in this great 

country of ours. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Rear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: (Cross) The hon. member for Baie Verte-

White Bay . 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentlemen 

almost caught me sitting in the front benches when I should 
Rot have been there, 

MR. J. MORGAN: 

MR. S. NEARY: 

MR. T. RID~OUT: 

(inaudible) 

Go out and play with your helicopter. 

Mr. Speaker, if the bon . gentleman 

from Bonavista South (Mr. J . Morgan) will agree to listen for 

a minute - Having heard the han . gentleman from Pleasantville 

(Mr. J. Dinn) this evening and the han. gentleman from St. John's 

East Extern (Mr. T. Hickey) a few days ago, I suppose it is 

fair to say that it is difficult to believe that a people, a 

parliament can be subjected to so much malarkey and baloney 
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MR. T. RIDEOUT: as we have been subjected to 

coming from those two particular gentlemen during the past 

couple of days' debate. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Here come the heavyweights. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: It is hard to conceive, Sir, that -

Yes, they put up their heavyweights, there is no doubt about 

that. It is hard to conceive that that could be true. To 

hear the hon. Minister of Labour and Manpower (Mr. J. Dinn) 

as he is now get up so piously today, having bungled already 

two departments of Government in this Province and will 

shortly bungle one of the most sensitive departments in all 

the Government of this Province, to have him get up so piously 

t.oday and nonchalantly dismiss one of the most positive 

private member's resolutions to come-before the House in some 

time, it is almost unbelievable, Sir. 

The private member's resolution 

put forward by the hon. member for Twillingate (Mr. W. Rowe) 

addresses the real problem facing this Province today, the 

most serious problem. There are many problems, I realize, 

but it addresses the most serious problem,! would submit to 

Your Honour, facing this Province today. And to have it 

dismissed on purely political, partisan terms, as those two 

hon. gentlemen have done, Sir, would almost stun the 

imagination of anybody. The hon. member for St. John's East 

Extern (Mr. T. Hickey) did nothing only squirt 
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MR. RIDEOUT: poisonous little political wimps 

across the House. He did not address the problem whatsoever. 

He seemed to believe that the problem of 18 per cent unemployment, 

the worst by the way that this Province has faced since the 

Depression years in the 1930's, he -seemed to believe that by 

talking about the past administration, that by talking about 

the mistakes of the past, that by collaring all of us with 

those mistakes, those problems would disappear. He seemed to 

believe that. Well, I said in this House, Sir, I believe, the 

first year I was elected,in 1975)that I do not live by the 

philosophy that I have to sing the old tunes and dance the old 

dance. I do not believe that. I said it then and I will say 

it today, a party that cannot change philosophy and direction7 

there is something sick, ·there is something wrong with that 

party, But that han. gentleman has not changed. The Opposition 

mentality that developed when he was on this side of the House 

so long he has taken it with him across the floor. He cannot 

come back. I have never seen him in a debate yet in this House 

come back with anything positive - have not seen it in a debate 

yet. The han. member for Pleasantville (Mr. Dinn) is in the 

same boat exactly. They get up and they say, "Why do you not 

tell us what you are going to do? Why do you not tell us this? 

Why do you not tell us something else? All we can hear out here 

is negativity?" Mr. Speaker, I heard the same words come from 

the former provincial member for St. John's West when he was a 

Cabinet Minister in this House. I heard it come from him many times, 

"Why do you not tell us what your plans are? Why do you not 

tell us what your ideas are? Why do you not tell us what you 

are going to do?" And he did not have his seat warm in Ottawa, 

Sir, he did not have it warmed up properly in Ottawa when he 

was saying in the Hansard of the House of Commons,. "I am not 

going to tell you what our plans are. You fellows got the 

research ~ssistants. You fellows got the executive assistants. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: You fellows got all the planning 

and priority committees behind you. Do not look at little old 

me, the federal member for St. John's West, a former minister 

of the Crown in this Province. Do not look at little old me 

in the Opposition. Do not look at little old me to provide you 

with the answers, you are the government." Anybody can check 

the records of the House of Commons in Ottawa and I was so 

flabbergasted when I heard, I had to make sure I got the 

Hansard for that day just in case the hon. gentleman had been 

reported incorrectly. I had to get the Hansard and read it 

with my own eyes that he had no sooner landed in Ottawa than 

that was the kind of approach that he took. Then you have his 

colleague from St. John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey) and all of 

them,really,bouncing the same thing over on us. 

Mr. Speaker, you know it is 

almost laughable and if that hen. gentleman were to arrive 

in some other political forum on the Opposition tomorrow or 

the next day which he will shortly, you will hear the same 

thing out of him again. You will hear the same thing out of 

him again, Mr. Speaker. You know that is the kind of 

defense that you get in the most serious problem that faces 

this Province. We put down this private members resolution 

for a reason. We put down a private members resolution for 

a reason - so we could tell some of our ideas - mention some 

from the debate and we expected - you would expect, Mr. Speaker, 

from the Queen's ministers that they would tell us what the 

administration's plans might be for the next number of months, 

but no, they do not tell us anything. They get up and they 

say, "What have you got to tell us?" They get up and they 

start squirting little political juices across the floor of 

the House, you know. It is unbelievable, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: Of course, it is impossible to 

defend the indefensible and the record of this administration, 

Sir - I do not know i£ somebody could ·get me a · g.lass - the · 

record of this administration, Sir, has been a very pitiful 

one indeed. The record of this administration - the hon. 

minister f:;rom Ple.a .santville (Mr. Dinn) gets up and he says, 

nYou cannot do anything unless you plan". Wel~, Mr. Speaker, 

this admini,stration came into power on the fact that we had 

to sit down and plan and they are still pl?nning. They are 

still talking about plans. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Sev~n years. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Alltiost eight years and they are 

still talking about plans and we have yet, with some minor 

exc.eptions which I will be the first to · give c::redit for where 

credit is due, to see the result o.f those plans. All they 

have tal.ked about is planning. All they have talked about is 

planning and priorities, 
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MR. RIDEOUT : 

and when they get up in a debate like this where there is a chance for 

the administration to tell us what their plans are they still talk about 

more plans. Their planning is still going on. We have not arrived 

at the action stage yet. Well, Mr. Speaker, this administration has 

outlived its usefulness. It will never arrive at the action stage. 

If after all the plannin~ they have done durin~ the past ei~ht years they 

have not arrived at the action stage yet, well I say God forbid. Do they 

want eight more years to arrive at an action stage. All you can hear 

is plans, plans, plans, plans. 

MR. FLIGHT: That was how they were planning it. 

MR. RIDEOUT : And that was another plan. You know to hear the hon. 

ministers trying to defend and talk about plans, Mr. Speaker, is enough 

really to get you upset. They came in here just before we closed for 

Christmas and they told us that the single most important thing that had 

to be done, that this Legislature had to do this year was to create the 

new Department of Housing. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear~ 

MR. RIDEOUT: You know they even attempted to get the Government 

House Leader to make deals with us to get the bill through speedily. 

But because of the dangers that we saw in that bill we said, "No, we 

want to debate that bill." There was a minister, Mr. Speaker, 

who lasted three or four months. One of the best civil servants in this 

Province had been yanked out of the Department of Municipal Affairs to 

become the Chairman of the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation 

and then when the minister became the chairman to become the vice-chairman 

I guess it was. No, he was supposed to become the Deputy Minister of 

the new Department of Housing and now he is in limbo. The Department 

of Housing is in limbo. I wish for the sake of this Province, Mr. 

Speaker, that the minister would go to Limbo because, you know, it is 

just crazy. He comes in here before Christmas -

AN HON. MEMBER: That is compromise time. 

MR. RIDEOUT: That is a compromise, yes. He comes in here before 

Christmas and tells us the single most important piece of legislation 
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MR. RIDEOUT: 

that we have is this Department of Housing. That was another plan, 

Your Honour. That was another plan that, you know, took numbers of 

years to develop, another plan that went by the wayside, just like 

every other plan that this particular administration has talked about 

over the years have gone by the wayside. There is no Department of 

Housing. The Department of Housing is right back now where it was five 

or six months ago. The Department of Housing is right back where it 

was. One of the most competent senior civil servants in this Province 

does not know where he is. He is lost at this particular moment. It 

is unbelievable. 

"MR. FLIGHT: 

laughs at it. 

And the minister lives with it, the minister 

MR. HICKEY: Is it in the same shape it was? 

MR. FLIGHT: The minister laughs at it. 

MR. NEARY: There are two enquiries going on now. It is in worst 

shape. 

MR. HICKEY: A point of order, Mr. Speaker. The hon. gentleman 

talks about squirting poison. There is the essence of poison for 

you. I will inform my han. friend opposite that the two enquiries he 

refers to were well on the way long before I became even remotely 

associated with Housing. Now get that straight and stop squirting 

your poison around or I might squirt some of the poison that the han. 

gentleman refers to. 

MR. NEARY: know that better than the hon. ~entleman. 

MR. HICKEY: Do not point there is a nail in it. 

MR. NEARY: That is right. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. R. MOORES: There is no point of order, continue on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

There is obviously no point of order. It is just a matter 

of a difference of opinion between two members. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, it is so obvious how the truth hurts. 

Where is that great Department of Housing that this Province needed 
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MR. RIDEOUT: 

so badl,v in the Fa 11 o·'- 1978? 

MR. HICKEY : You would not go along with it. 

MR. RIDEOUT: We would not go along with it. We did agree to go 

along with it but give us time to debate it, not do what you have done 

in this House, Sir, hundreds of times in the last four years, make 

a mockery of passing legislation that people in this Province have 

got to live under , not do that kind of thing, bring it in one night 

and expect to have it through this House the next day or the next evening, 

operate under impossible time restrictions with all the time that is 

wasted in this House . You can look at the Order Paper now and see the 

great legislative programme that is on that Order Paper. In another 

two or three months if the life of the Legislature goes on that long 

there will be cries - you know there is a different House Leader over 

there but I am sure he will be wringing his fists and doing the same 

thing as his predecessor, "We have got to get it through. We have got 

to get it through. It is getting wann. We have got to get out of here." 

And that is the way we do legislation in this Province. It would turn 

your stomach, Mr. Speaker, the way that the legislative programme of 

this legislature has been handled and is being handled up to this present 

day. 

A number of years ago the answer was the great restructuring 

and they erected :unicipal Affairs and Housing. Well that was not 

good enough. So they had to restructure again a few months ago and 

come up with a Department of Housing. And that was not the answer so 

now it is back to Municipal Affairs again. When the new Premier took 

over the other day he had to restructure again. I mean there are 

ministers over there that I do not know if they are legally in office 

or not for the 
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HR. T. RIDEOUT: departments that they have been 

talking about except that they have been sworn in by the 

Lieutenant Governor. This Lands and Forests Department, is 

there legally a Lands and Forests Department in this 

Province yet? 

A~ HON. MEMBER: No. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT : So we have to have a bill brought 

in to make that legal yet, have we not? Do we not have to 

have a. bill brought in to make the Department of Rural­

Agricultural and Northern Development a legal entity? You 

know, Mr. Speaker -

MR. S. NEARY: That is right. You do not change 

the name of a department without bringing a bill before this 

House. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: 

re-st.ructuring programme. 

MR. S. NEARY: 

democracy to Newfoundland. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

And they talked about the great 

This is the crowd that brought 

Hear, hear! 

They talked about the great -

That is right, play your games, 

ignore the Speaker of the House. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, they talked about 

the great re-structuring programme and we are no closer to 

the answer of re-structuring the Government of this Province 

yet, eight years later, than we were when they announced 

that very plan eight years ago. That is the simple fact 

of the matter. This hon. crowd, you know, they are just 

flicking from crisis to crisis. 

Lurching from crisis to crisis. 

That is all they are doing. 

Re-structure might be a 

good thing to talk about today, they will say, we have not 

talked about that for the past year or two, so we will 
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MR. T. RIDEOUT: revive that old one again and 

we will put up one of the most incompetent ministers that is 

in the Administration and continues to be in the Administration, 

the member from Pleasantville (Mr. J. Dinn) and we will let 

him talk about Government plans again. Maybe we can get another 

little bit of knowledge out of planning and priority. 

You are going to see Government 

plans, Mr. Speaker, when the labour movement of this Province 

has to deal with that hon. minister. We have seen the 

arrogance of that hon. minister in this House in other 

portfolios. A lot of people in this Province have yet to see 

it. 

MR. R. MOORES: Regional government. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: We saw the regional government 

escapade of last year. We saw him in the Department of 

Munic~pal Affairs and Housing the year before. Wait until 

delicate negotiations depend upon the diplomacy of that 

particular minister and you will see what is going to happen 

to labour relations in this Province between public employees 

and the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. The future 

does not look vary bright and he gets up and he talks about 

plans. He says the problem is the size of the labour force. 

Mr. Speaker, the real problem is that this Government has not 

kept up, they have not even come close to keeping up with the 

growth in the labour force in this Province. That is the 

real problem. And they can publish a five-year blueprint and 

end off with Terre-Neuve -Newfoundland and ~oil the Paddy's 

Day for all those Irishmen. 

The hon. theatrical Minister of 

Finance - I was going to say, "'l'hank God, he is gone" but 

then again I am not so sure. One thing I am sure of, Nr. Spe·aker, 

I am sorry to see him leave the House Leadership. 
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MR. S. NEARY: It is in a terrible mess. 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: The member from Pleasantville 

(Mr. J. Dinn) talked about the five-year plans . in 

transportation. Five-year plans in transportation, 

Mr. Speaker. You can bring in community after community 

from your district, go to the Minister of Transportation 

and Communications - not only the present Minister but all 

previous ministers up to this point - and I have heard 

the question asked point blank. I have heard there is a five-year 

plan. Where does our community fit into that five-year plan? 

They will not tell you. I do not know if they can not tell 

you, Sir, but they will not tell you. Maybe it is because 

thev are in an Opposition district. Maybe communities in 

the Tory districts know where they fit into the five-year 

plan. That could be, but they will not tell our people where 

they fit into the five-year plan. They will not deny that a 

five-year plan exists, they will make passing reference to it 

and they will say, "Well it has had to be adjusted now 

because of fiscal difficulties and all that kind of thing" 

and they will come up in the House as did that hon. member 

today and throw out five-year plans. They have a five-year 

plan, maybe, for Tory districts, that could very well be, 

but they had better get what they are going to get out of 

their five-year plan this year. I do not know what particular 

year this is in the five-year plan whether it is year one, or 

year two, or year three, or whatever, but they had better get 

what they can get out of the five-year plan this year because 

there is going to be a new five-year plan sometime this Fall 

or sooner. 

So, Mr. Speaker, they talk about 

another plan, another plan to haul out, you see, Your Honour, 

when they can not find anything else to talk about. The hon. 

member says the Opposition has no idea so they will send 

out a select committee. Sending out a select committee, 
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MR. T. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, is not all bad. 

If you ever wish to get an idea you will die in your seat 

before you hear an idea coming over from the hon. crowd 

that is supposed to be providing leadership, ideas and 

government to this Province. You will die in your seat 

waiting for that day to come . It has not come. All they 

have talked about is the plan , and he has the gall, Sir, 

and the gumption to throw in the Linerboard 
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MR. RIDEOUT: mill again as an ill-

conceived idea. In their negotiations, Sir, I wonder did 

they tell Price Abitibi that it was an ill-conceived idea 

and then convince them to pay forty-odd million dollars for 

it? 

You know, Mr. Speaker, the same 

old tired arguments that I have been hearing every day that 

the House has been open since I came here first in 1975 you 

are still hearing them. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

too heavy. 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

No wonder you have (inaudible) 

Yes, that is right exactly. 

The same minister having spent - what? - three or four months, 

I suppose, at the outset in the Department of Transportation 

and Communications who with - to be kind and to be more than 

kind to his predecessors - did more harm in that department 

in three or four or five months than has ever been done in that 

department in decades. Mr. Speaker, we have never yet in 

our history, despite the unique weather conditions that we 

had, experienced the driving conditions in this Province as 

they existed this year because of the bungling of that minister. 

We have never yet experienced that kind of - we have had 

problems. We live in a geographic climatic zone where you 

are bound to have problems in the wintertime. Of course, 

we have had problems. Nobody can deny that we have had problems, 

but because that minister bungled and destroyed, even before 

the first snowflake fell, the morale and confidence of every 

employee in his department. This was the worst winter on 

record. 

MR. NEARY Is that the whirly bird minister? 
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bit better. 

MR. R. MOORES: , 

MR. RIDEOUT: 
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No, it is not h~ He did a little 

We are talking about 'Doody', are we? 

No, I am talking about the hon. 

member for Pleasantville (Mr. Dinn). 

MR. DOODY: Oh, there were so many of us. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Yes, I said there were three or 

four of you. The hon. member for Harbour Main - Bell Island 

(Mr. Doody) can rest easy. I would say he was a good minister 

of T. & c. -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. RIDEOUT: - a good minister, and with one or 

two exceptions the member from Bonavista North (Mr. Morgan) was 

not a bad minister of T. & c. -with one · or two exceptions and 

we have had our differences over that before -

MR. R. MOORES: Bonavista South. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Oh, Bonavista South- + think his heart was in the 

right place. He did not turn off all his employees in one smack, 

you know. He did not tear the guts out of his employees like 

the hon. member from Pleasantville did. I never, Sir, in the 

four years I have been here had as many calls from employees of 

the Department of T. & C. telling me how turned off they were 

with the policies that had been handed down to them by this dic­

tatorial minister that they had to operate under. Never did I 

have those many - you will always get one or two. You will 

get the agitators everywhere; but man for man, not only in my 

riding but in ridings close by where we were having the same 

kinds of problems - the things that they were - you know, the 

morale - the guts were hauled right out of them because of the 

policies and I enunciated on them in some detail in this House 

last fall - the policies handed down by that particular minister. 

He has the nerve, Mr. Speaker, to get up and try to lash back 

at the federal government about the Trans Canada Highway deal. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: Well, if we never had a deal that 

we could live with we should not have signed it, if we did not 

have a deal we could have - we might have had a deal we could 

have lived with had it not been for the unique negotiation 

procedures undertaken by the member for Bonavista South (Mr. 

Morgan). We might have had a deal we could have lived with, 

Sir. 

MR. R. MOORES: That is right. That is right. 

MR. RIDEOUT: We might have had a deal we could 

have lived with if that hon. gentleman had to negotiate - and 

I will be the last one, Sir - I have criticized Ottawa harshly 

at times when I felt they deserved it and I will do it again. 

I will be the last one to defend them when I think they are 

wrong. I do not care what political stripe forms the Govern­

ment of Canada, but the negotiation procedures undertaken by 

that minister where he would be negotiating confidentially one 

day and the next thing the federal people would know about 

would be when he appeared on television or in headlines the 

next day talking about the negotiations the previous day and 

flattening the feds all over. You know, that is the man to 

blame for the deal we got, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. MORGAN: I could not bend to them -

MR. RIDEOUT: That is the man. Right - right 

thing. Do not bend to them, but as soon as the Premier had 

no choice but move that hon. gentleman from that portfolio it 

was not very long after when somebody bent to them, Mr. Speaker. 

I do not think it was too many months after and that hon. 

gentleman was hopping mad. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: 

In fact that was one of the 10,000 times in three years he threatened 

to leave the Cabinet. But then again, of course, Sir, you know, the 

han. minister - I do not know what he got now but know what he had 

then because he said it publicly and said it in the House, "If I go 

I wi 11 tell it all." And of course that was the thing, Mr. Speaker, 

that the former Premier could not stand of course. He was afraid, 

Mr. Speaker, that that honourable gentleman might just do that. He 

was afraid that he might tell it all and he could not afford to let 

that happen of course before he retired. Now I Qo not know what the 

hon. member's lever is at this particular point in time. One of those 

days he will be looking for the George Mclean film again no doubt and 

that will infuriate his colleague from St. John's East Extern (Mr. 

Hickey) and the new Premier will have to decide whether or not the 

things that the hon. member for Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) might 

tell are embarrassing enough to let him go or if he has to keep him in. 

You know, he has used that lever now a number of times. He may be able 

to use it again to his advantage. do not know what the hon. gentleman 

knows but he might be able to. think it is sort of running out. 

I do not think the new Premier will buy that kind of thing. I would 

hope he ~auld not, Mr. Speaker. I would hope he would not. 

MR ." R. MOORES: '1arshall will not for sure. 

MR. RIDEOUT : Now, Mr. Speaker, what I am saying is just as positive 

as the hon. member for St. John's East Extern (Mr. Hickey) said and 

if nobody believes it, all they have to do is look at Hansard because 

the hon. gentleman for St. John's East Extern has been living in the 

Opposition since he moved over to the other side. He still thinks that 

those dirty Liberals that he hated ~lith a passion are still the people 

who are over here you see. He still thinks that these are still his 

enemies and all that kind of thing and he could not even get up and 

talk about the new Department of Housing. He had to go back -

guess he went back before I was born to tell you the truth. He 

talked about a number of things that I could not even remember, Mr . 

Speaker. 
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MR. HICKEY: Why do not half a dozen of you come down and run against 

me? 

MR. RIDEOUT: I will take the minister on in Baie Verte-White Bay 

happily anytime at all. Anytime at all I would be happy to take the 

minister on in Baie Verte-White Bay. I cannot go to St. John's East 

Extern, Mr. Speaker, because I ~ight get lucky and win and then I 

would have the han. gentleman for a constituent and I could not live 

with that possibility. It is bad enough having the isle of the House 

separate us. I could not live with the possibility of him phoning 

me with constituency problems. 

MR. HICKEY : It would be like winning Loto Canada. 

MR. FLIGHT: Deputy minister. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Now, Mr. Speaker -

MR. FLIGHT: . A Liberal Deputy Minister. 

MR. RIDEOUT: That is the same han. gentleman who mcde some comments 

at the Leadership Convention about the cleaning up of the civil service 

I believe ~~as it. There might be some truth to that, Sir, but I think -

MR. R. MOORES:Clean them out not clean them up. 

MR. RIDEOUT: - there is an awful scare gone through the civil service 

people in this Province and I do not know what the new Premier is going 

to do to allay that. 

MR. HICKEY: If the cap fits they should wear it. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Yes I happen to agree with the minister, if the 

cap fits. But do not think the minister should paint everybody with the 

one brush. 

MR. HICKEY: Oh, no I did not. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Well that is what has happened, Mr. Speaker. The minister 

may not have intended to do that but that is what happened on this civil 

service thing. He has painted everybody, I think, with the one brush 

and that is the unfortunate thing. 

MR. NEARY: Well that is only what the Government House Leader 

has been saying for years, fire all the civil servants. Too many 

Liberals he~ding depar"tments. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Hon. mell'bers to my right and left. 

MR. RIOEOUT: Thank you, Your Honour. I do have a fFM more things 

l want to say and I know it hurts but they have to be said. So that 

fs the first thing I wanted to get off my chest, Mr. Speaker. I sit 

over here and I listen and I take it and I h~r them getting up and 

talking about the negativity and all that kind of thing and they get 

up and do exactly the same thing, probably worse. They do ~xactly the 

same thing. The two minister who have spoken so far have said nothing 

positive whatsoever. If they were not criticizing us for being negative 

they were taking it out on Uncle Ottawa a9ain. It seems like every 

time they turn around, blame it on the Opposition down here and if 

that does not work, if that cannot pull us out of the problem blame 

it on· the federal government in Ottawa. My colleague 
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MR. T. RIDEOUT: is having some trouble, I think. 

The bon. member for Pleasantville 

(Mr. J. Dinn) again, Mr. Speaker, the former Minister of 

Transportation and Communications, has made some reference 

to all the DREE roads, I assume he was talking about Bonavista 

North Loop Road and all those kinds of roads, that this 

Government was doing. And good! More power to them for 

negotiating those deals with Ottawa and getting 90/10 

arrangements on them, and so on. But t~ere is supposed to 

be a concept behind DREE agreements for roads. The Federal 

Government has no constitutional responsibility whatsoever 

for road-building anywhere in this country but they have 

seen the need in a number of provinces, especially in ours 

if we are to develop proper transportation systems and 

proper infra-structure, and help develop growing economies 

in some of the rural areas, and so on, they have seen the 

need to build major trunk roads. And, of course, that is 

the whole concept and principle behind those DREE agreements. 

But there is another one behind it, Sir, and that is 

that in so doing, in so providing those 90/10 dollars the 

Federal Government is actually or ought to actually be 

freeing up over the years that we have had DREE agreements, 

hundreds of millions of dollars that this Province would 

have had to spend ordinarily on those major trunk roads, 

the Bonavista North Loop Road, the Northern Peninsula 

Highway, the Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir Highway, the LaScie Highway, 

and so on. If those major trunk roads were to be done and, 

obviously, they were the priority ones and had to be done, 

then it would have cost this Province, had not Uncle Ottawa 

seen the need to help and help so generously and liberally, 

no pun intended, to help this Province, this Province would 

have had to spend hundreds of millions of dollars doing that 

kind of thing, doing that work. 
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MR. T. RIDEOUT: Now by the Province entering 

into an agreement with Ottawa, of course, they only had 

to provide ten per cent, Ottawa provided the rest. So 

all of this money that would have had to be spent on 

those major trunk roads should have been freed up over 

the period to be spread around the Province on the -

I do not want to use the words 'less important' but I 

guess I will have to use them for the want of better words -

on the less important, or less major -

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. T. RIDEOUT: 

our various communities. 

Secondary. 

On the secondary roads serving 

So you would think, Sir, that 

since the conception of such beautiful things as DREE 

programmes that a real dent could have been made in providing 

proper transportation systems to fishing communities, logging 

communities where those products had to be transported over 

very poor roads, you would think all over the Province now, 

I do not mean in a certain few specific districts, I do not 

mean that; I mean spread generally throughout the Province. 

But, Sir, I am sorry to say that that has not occurred. It 

has not happened. In my district, and that is· related to 

unemployment - in my district the Baie Verte Highway access 

road from the Trans-Canada to Baie Verte was done under a 

DREE agreement, 90/10, Ottawa paying the ninety. The LaScie 

Highway was done under a 90/10 agreement, Ottawa paying the 

ninety. Two of the major trunk roads in the district. The 

road from Baie Verte to Seal Cove and Wild Cove, and Baie 

Verte to Fleur-de-lys and Coachman's Cove, has been done 

under a specially negotiated DREE agreement, 50/SO. There 

has not been a road since the DREE agreement concept was 

introduced and since this Administration took office eight 

years ago, there has not been a road in my district, one 

of the most prosperous districts in the Province, I will 

venture to say, Mr. Speaker, a district that turns more tax 
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~R. T. RIDEOU.T: dollars into the Treasury of 

this Pro:vince than <lilY other district in the Provin·ce -

with the possible exception of Labrador West ,.. wit.h the 

two mining operations, the Fishery a.nd th.e Forestry 

there is hardly a man unemployed, t:here is community 

after community with nobody unemployed,. ~-n all those years 

there nas not been a single mile of road, not a single mile 

of road re-construc:ted and paved totally out of the Treasury 

of this Province. Not one. Not a single mile re-constructed 

or paved to·tally out of the Treasury of t .h:is Province. &'ot 

one. Not an inch. 

MR • .r, MORGAN: 

MR. T. RIDEOUT : 

The Fleur-de-lys Road ll'as done. 

The Pleur-de-~ys Road has not been 

touched since this Adm.iniz;~tration took office other than a 

bit of grave,l ou top of it, but it has noll' been done ·as I 

said under a 50/50 DR'E.E a:g,ree111ent. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: My point was simply this, Sir, 

that with all of the hundreds of millions of dollars that 

Uncle Ottawa freed up in this Province by pouring hundreds 

of millions of dollars into transportation systems, major 

trunk systems which was right and proper - all of those 

hundreds of millions of dollars that this government would 

have to spend otherwise was now available to them to spread 

over the Province in a fair and equitable manner based on 

priority, I realize that, but not one inch of road has this 

government in its eight years in office reconstructed, built, 

paved or anything in the district of Baie Verte - White Bay 

since they have been in office. They would say, "Well, he is 

some · negative now, is he not, Sir?" But, Hr. Speaker, the 

facts speak for themselves. They have not created a job in 

the construction sector on their own. They have not created 

a job in the construction sector on their own in that district -

not one. Now, Mr. Speaker, that is the record. I did not 

invent it. You can go down to the Department of T. & C. and 

check their ledgers. You will not see a cent - not a cent in 

eight years for new road reconstruction or paving - total 

provincial dollars that is with no help from Ottawa. You 

will not see a cent - not one - in the Department of T. & C. 

ledgers down in that department right now. That is the 

record, Mr. Speaker. That is the five-year plan that they 

have in Transportation. That is the hon. crowd who say we 

have a plan. Communities come in from my district -

community after community - and they ask where they are on 

the plan. Well, the simple answer, Mr. Speaker, is that they 

are not on it at all. They are not on the plan at all, because 

if they were it would not have mattered what their political 

stripe was, there would have been some, maybe not a lot, but 

there would have been some At least a mile or so, Your Honour, 
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MR. RIDEOUT: in eight years) that is not too 

much to expect - a mile or so - there would have been some 

money spent out of the provincial treasury on the reconstruction 

and building of a proper transportation network in that most 

prosperous area of this Province. There would have been some, 

but we know the answer. We know the answer, Your Honour. The 

present Premier put it very eloquently, however poisonous, he 

put it very eloquently in his letter to the strikers in Baie 

Verte in the middle of a strike last year when he said, "Depart, 

ye have sinned against us. Ye did not vote Tory." 

adjourrunent. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

ment of the debate? 

Mr. Speaker, I move the 

The han. member has moved the adjourn-

Order, please! It being six 

o'clock this House stands adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday, 

3:00 p.m. 
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1swer to Question No. 24 asked by the Member for 
iPoile to the Minister of Public Works and Services 
; placed on Order Paper #79 dated March 29, 1979. 

JESTION: (a) List of Ministers who used motor vehicles 
from the Government's transportation depot 
this year to date for reasons other than 
specific and identified Government business; 

~SWER: None. 

JESTION: (b) Statement of the number of hours, days or 
weeks vehicles were used by Ministers 9ther 
than for specific and identified public· 
business; 

ISWER: None to my knowledge. 

JESTION: (c) Government policy on who can personally 
operate motor vehicles borrowed or on loan 
from the Government garage? 

. 
. ISWER: Ministers and Public Servants . 


