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Tha House met at 3:00 2.4,

Mr. dpeaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAXER: (Mx. Simms) Grder, plaase!
On tenalf of hnoa. oembers, firsc of
all I would like to take the opportunity o welcome the newest oEficer
of this hon. House the new Clerk Assistant, Mr. dalgelm Rowe, and -

wish pim well in nis new pesitiza,

SOME HON, MEMBEPRS: Hear, Leag,
MR, SPEAXER: And [ would also like to take tihis

oppartunity to welcome Lo the Speaker's Gallary today a Zpomer Governor
af the Stacve of Maine and now the Azbassador of che Uniced Scates

3 Canada, Mr. Xanneth H4. Curtis, Awmbassador Curtis iz actompanied

by drs. Curris and the United States Consul General in Halifax Mr.
Thomas Wilson., we bid them a warm walcome and toust that their visis
to our Provinca will be an enjovable one and an informative ane.

SCME HCON, MEMBEPRS: Hmar, hear.

STATEMENTS 3Y MINISTERS

43, SPEAKTR: The haon, Minister of Huzal, Agricultural
and Northern Development.

MR. J. GOUDIIZ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker., Mr. Sgpeaker,
I am pleased o5 announce today that Cabinet has recently approved the
contisuance of our special assistance programme to sawmill operators
for the current seascn. 7The prograsmme providas working capital to
sawmills during the cutting season when lumber sales are npormally at
the lowest point. Now"\this will be the fourth year that my department
will participate in such a programme and its zsontinuance i1s due mainly
to the excellant :esui:s achiaved and the low number of losses
experienced. An svaluation of the 1978-1979% programse revealed an
acceptable increase in lumber production directly resulting from zhe

assistance provided, Curvent figures alsc show that 35 per cent of

funds advanced have been repaid.
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MR, J. GOUDIE: The new prograpmes will be effective
December l5th of this year,but ny staff will be available to accept

apolications as of December Jrd. 1979.

4

S5QHE HCN. MEMBERS: Hear, near,
AR, SPEAKER: (Mr. Simms) The hon., member £or the Ssrait of

Zella Isle.
MR, T, BOBERTS: H:; Speaker, for our zart we welcome
the anncuncament. The programme the minister has juss told us about
is not new, as ne says,as he acknowledges, it is simply the reintroduction
again this year or the contingation this vear,of a programme which
cawe in three or four years ago. I belive Mr. John Lundrigan was the
ministar concarned and I understand it pas worked fairly wall, And
I thipk,that being so,we ought to weilccme its raintroduction or its
concinuacion, whichever is the correct phrase,and we do so.

I must go on o add thasn, of course,
iz will do nothing %5 solve the problems of the sawmilling fodusesy
in this Province and this is not the place, I know Your Honour would

agree, to debate the mactar, but such things as the problems we have

L Tep— -

heard about in Roddistsn  and Main 3rook, or the preblens being

angnuntared by the former sawmill cperation at the foot of Gambo

Pond in Jonavista dorth districs, the difficulties With the sawmill

cperatien in Bay 4'Espoir, tha former Ralland EInterprises mill, the
-
sontinuing difficuluies whica I understand are being experienced in
- P -

Hawkes Bay with Newfoundland Forest Products,l believe it is called.
A number of other large sawmill operacicons throughout this
Province and a number of the intermedlate sized ones are not in
goed shape and they are not getzing the kinds of assistance whieh
we think they sught 1n gat. But that aside, the fact remains that
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AR, B, PLOBLADS: this programme wwieh tends =o nelp tis

spaller operators SY what amounits Lo inventory finaneing. Tae
governoent are in the banking susiness, 1f they were a Lank 2hey

would be taking section B8, the securizy to it. It is amounting to

sanking businesssche government buys Lie inventory during wme
ninter months wihen sales are down and thep as the invencory is sold
tha goverament gets thely sopey back. This programre nas worgked
fairly well and so we welcore its continuasion.

SOME HCM, MEUEEPS: tear, aear:

GRAL LLESTION

MR, SEPEASER (SIMMS): [ae hon. Leader of the Cppositicn.
wi. D. JAALESGH: My, Speaker, I nave a series of Juestions

for tne Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. 3arry}) flowing from a nurke:x
of statements that have peen made Ly him and by others over the past
sevaral weeks or indeed rontis, 3ut rost specifigally in the decument
datad September 5th.,discussicn paper on Gsilateral issues with the
Federal Governrent, there is an anticipation here that a recommendabion
with regard to Lower Churzeaill develorment will b2 ready and I am
guoting, 'By year's end'. ‘May I begin by asking if the timerable is

still in fact in place?

MR. SPEALRR: Tha hon. #inisuer of Mines and Znergy.
MB., L. BARRY: Mr, Sgpeaker, this refers ts the faeasibility

studies which are presently underway bv the Lower Churchill Developrment
Corporation which we expect will te complezad aarly in the Hew Year, 'An
yaar's end'did not contemplate that the report would be in by Uecerber

3lst, although we perhars should have been a little rors precise, But

at all times that I have made statesents apout this in the past year,

and the Fedexal Governpent Ls aware as well, it is conterplated that

¥

pefors the énd of the fiscal year, before Mareh 3lst., we snould aave tae
final repert of tie Lower Churchill Tevelopment Corporatich on tae
feasinilicy of beth Gull Island and Huskrat Fails.

BR, U, SAMIESCH: A supplermentary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, EPLAIZR: A supplementary, the non. Laacar cf the

Cpposition.
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R, D SAMITEL: well, Mr. speaker, I <% net fropcse o

8T intd a hassle with the hon. minister over wording but certainly
‘year's end' does not say f£iscal ana I have exerined Lansard over

tie iast July and Rugust seéssions and if was juita clear,to ze at
izast, and is,and I can show tie refevences ,that ~e wara talking atout
the end of 1979. Howevar, slippage apparencly 3as gcourrad 50 we ars
now talking, I take it,the end of sarch 1880. Ceuld I ask che nen.
minigcer if at that Sime it will be a cogpleted piocture wiiean wil

give the cptions vis-a~vis the Jull Island site and the second sitzea,
Huakzat Falls, I pelieve = I am not sure wnat Hhe official ticle is
of it-and that shey will both be put down and that the governcent will
at that time pave made, that i3 tie Sovernment of Lewfoendland, &
conclision, a very specific conclusion as o the directzion in whieh it
Wants %7 go or will it just lay these two options and say, ‘Here thay
ars’ and then we would nave to again go througn the assessaent of wiem

to decide ! whish is the Sest one to choose?
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. Minigter of Mines and Epergy.
MR. BARRY: HMr. Speaker, this is purely a raport

seing completed by officials and this government anvhow would not
leave that type of decision to the offigials of governmenc. They
will set out the options and it will then be a political dacision
as to which option this government, and the Sovernmenc of Canada,
Wwill end up taking, Whether it be Muskrar Falls to be daveloped
Sirgv, or Gull Island to be Javeloped firse will have t0 be one of
che major decisions, whaether it be a cransmission line lald by
submarine cablessg aczoss the Strait of Selle Isle or whether ic

be a tunnel,tha: will be another decisicn. The political decision
will sbviously be influenced greatly by the aconcmic analysis

to be contained in this report. But ultimately the opticns will
be ger cuyr. We hope to have all the infprmation necassacy by
March 3isk., to permic us o make the decision and w0 permie us

£z go to seek the necessary Sinancial assistance from the federal
government to see electricity from Labrador flowing to the Island

paret of this Province.

MR, SPEAKER: 4 suypplementary, the hon. Leader of the
Opposition.
MR, JAMIESON: I understand,of sourse, that it is the

government which must make the choice bur is the hon. minister saying
that if, for instance,there is 3 clear analywical <onclusion in the

~
report,that one option is c¢learly morae desirable than the other, that
the government might, in facrt, go againse +he findings of the Ccmmitnee?
1 realize to a degree that is a hypotherical situation but I think it is
a2 guite important and valid ¢ne at this aga. In cther words, in the
past the government has said in most of these instances thae ig
relies upon the experts, Does this suggest that even L{f there is
a clear prefarence expressed for one or zhe other location as a
start,that the government night well go in a different direction .
and as a result in a4 sense negate much of the work that has bean

taking place over the last year?
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MR, SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. Ministar of Mines and Energy.
MR. BARRY: My, Spaaker, it is one thing to rely

upon experts, it is ancther thing to abdicate your respensibilivy
in making this type of decision.

I have yat to see tha ex§ert§‘:epcz: that
I would acecapt or feel that I had to accept in its -en:i;ety Becauze
usually these reports, and particularly a resort of.:his natira. are
based upeon certain underlying assumptions, and usually shere will be
a choice of assumptions and often these assumptions relate =o social,
sconcmical and, in fact,political macters. And while ag ;imes we may
be prepared to leave the economic factors to the sxperts, and lately
I am not sure wa should even do that, we are not prepared to leave
the social and political decizions to the experts. We, HMr, Speaker,
tite elected rapresentatives of this House, are the “experts” as far

as whis Province is concerned in terms of making social and political

decisions. And that is why I underline the facr that we will look

upen the copricns provided by the experts but we will make the decision

ultimacaly as to what i3 the best way 2o go for the,
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Mr. Barry: prosperity and the well-being of this Province.
MR, SPEAKER {SIMMS): A final supplementary, zhe hen. Leader of the

Cpposgition, f£ollowed by the hon. member for Windsor-sSuchansg (Mr. Fligh%).
MR. JAMIZSCHN: I thank the hon. member for his first year
lecture in political responsibiliity.of whica I am perfectly wall aware,

I wish that the Government of Newfoundland had been equally well aware

when they rubber seamped mest of the rate increases for -

SOME HCON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
HH, JAMIESCN: - the Utilities Board and put the burden

on the people of Newfcundland.

SCME HOM, MEMBEDG. Hear, hear!
MR, JAMIESOM: That statement may well come hack £o naunt him.

Let me in my final supplementary, however, zut
it to the hon. minister this way, We aow know that unlike the first -
statement, which sald thar =he report would bhe readv by vear's end, we
are now not going to get it until the and of March. At that point the
government aust then decide on the kinds of actions it is going to take
and then open negotiations wish the Goverrment of Canada for assistance.
I put it %o the hon. mamber in assessing the economic impact of chis
particular groject that we aras 4ot going o see a start on the Lower

Churchill in 1380.

SOME HCN. MEMBERS: Hear, hsar!

AN HCN, MEMBER: 18l oz lgs2.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. Minister of Mines and EZnezgy.

MR. BAPRY: I am not sure whether that is wishful thinking

on the part of the Leader of the Oppesition. There is nothing that
I have said that wouid indicate that is the casa.
MR, MEARY: A change of government wotld be the only

way the Lower Churchill will get going.

MR, SOEAVER: Qrdex, please.
SCME HCON, MEMBERS: oh, ol!
MR. SDEAVER: The hon. Miniscer of Mines and Znerqy.
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MR, DARNY: Whan the hon. member for - the former member

for Bell Island {¥Mr. Yeary) who ran to the South Csast in terror zafcre

the last election -

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible) Mount Scio.
MR, HARRY: ~ By invivation.

SOME HON. MEMHERS: oh, oh!

MR. BARRY: M. Speaker.

MR, SPEAXER (SIMMS): order, please! The hen.

MR. NEARY: I 4id not get eighty dollars an hour either wiile I was down there.

MR, SPEAKER: Order, pleasae!
MR. ZARRY: The Leader of the Cpposition has referzed to

this govermment leaving it to the experts with respect to rate increases
for petroleum products. think we have already had statements of the
Leader of the Opposition guoced back te him, statements that he made

while in the Government of Canada, in which he -

AN HON. MEMEER: That has rothing (inandiblej.
MR. ZARRY: Mr. Speaker, how is it that it has nothing

to do with what he ia saying, when it is a reference to fiis relying upon =
when it is referred te his relying upon the so-called experts, and being
prepared 2o accept the fact that world energy prices that will dicwace
what the price of energy i1s in Canada, which the Leader of tha Oppositien

scoepted when he was in Ottawa, Zut scmehow Dow e has flip-flopped.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR, BARRY: Well zavbe that is why, Mr. Speakar -
SOME HON. MEMRERG: ch, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Ordeyr, please)

SOME HOW. MEMBERS: ch, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Ordex !

MR. BARRY: « mayhe that is why he is Leader of the
Spposition, Mr. Speakar. That the people of this Province -
SOMZ_HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

¥R. BARRY: ° =~ gzaw the £lip flop.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR, SPEAKER: (SIMME):
MR, BARRY:

SQOME ECN. MEMBERG.

MR, BARRY:
speaker?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
MR, DARRY:
guestien?

AN HON, MEMAPR:
MB. BARRY:

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
MR, BARDY:

Lawer

Gréer, please:
They zaw the f{lip ficep that was made.
Ch, ohl

£ I could complete the answer, Mr.

Sh, ohl

Would you permit an answey to your

3y all means.

When you ars ready.
Sh, ahl

The infecrsmation being prepared by the
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M2, BARRY: Churchill fevelorment Corporation,

T expect to raceive porticns of the final report before it is put
togather in cne package and I expect zeo have and £o be able to go to
governrent with information on the varicus featurss of the Lower
Charchill Power Development hetween January and Marsh, The final repaort,
the latest I axpect &0 have it in will be the and of March. 3y the time
thiz report is received however, I hope to have my colleagyues in Cabinet
briefed reagonably thoroughly cn what to expect frem <his final regors
and I would anticipate that there will be ne undue dalay, fnllowing the
raceipt of the rapogt, “efore a final degision is made as to what is
tha best route for this Provincs. in meeting the anergy neads of the
late 198085 and 13908 for this Provincee. And I am s+till reascnably
optimiscic that we can see a start on the development of the Lower
Churshill power in 1980. All the facrors are not within ocur conzrel
kut thers isg nothégg chaggeé, Mr.3peaker, There has heen no serious
slippage,that I am aware of,in the iming of chis raport. I have always
spoken of late 1375 or esarly 1980 for the recaipt of this report and
that 13 still on schedule as far-as I am aware of,

4R SPEAXER: (Simmsg) The hon. membar for Windscr-Buchang,
followed by the hon, member for lLaPaojile.

MR FLIGHT: “r, Speaker, TV guestion is to the
hon, Minister of Transporsation and Comnunications, Over %?is waekend
the Premier in addrssaing a gathering in Staphenvillle, in a : naws
report after and a statement, indicated thae :ile government's, his poasition
now with regard £o she Juchans-Burgeo- Southwest Ersck rocad is that L&
is now a priority, that the Province is going o DEET for funding on
that road and that it will one day te the second Trans-Canada. Now, in
viaw of the fags that lass than a month ago fhe prasent ninister met
the Buchan’s Action Commitzee ané wantad to %alk akout the concept of

the Howley romad - net particularly wanting to talk akout the Southwest Brook

~ ) .
road -~ and  in view of the fact that I have axerpts of lettars Zrom
- o !

the Minigter of DREE, the hen. Elmer MacKay stating that, number one,
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e, TLIGHT: the Provinee up to this point in time,

which was about a morth ace had not made raguests of +he Department of DaEE,

that that road was not even on the Province’s shopping list for DRET
funding, and ke went on further to say thar he was not gunvinesd that it

wag an econcmically viable ap_:raachJ the guestion I want to ask the minisger
iz, in view of the Premiex's statement this weekand in Staphenvilla

has“:he éepax:mant ef Transportation ans Communications rethought thair

approach to the Southwest . Irock-Buchans road?  What is the minister's

pogitcion neow, in lighe of the Premier's statament in Stephenville chis

waakend?

MR,SPTAXER: {Simms} The hen. Minister of Transportation and
Comtmunications. V

W2 BPETT: That is corzect, 'z, Speaker, I nave not

heard the Promier’s gtaterent and until sech time as-I have heard scme

of the local radlo
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AR, BJRETT: stations commenting an it and I understand
therm wers some corments in the paper, but I have not actually heard what

the Premiar zaid and untii such time, I do not helieve I should comment on it.

SOME HOM. MEMBERS: ch, on!l
MR, FLIGHT: Mr, Speaker, a supplemantary.
MR. SPEAKER: (Simms} A supplementary, the hon, the member

for Windsor - Buchans.

MR. FLIGHT: My, Speaker, this might sound like a
tongue in cheek supplementary but [ have to ask it. The minister is

the Ministar of Transportation and Communications (Mr. Bretg)l. I preasume
he dacides tha policy of Transportation. I presume wae do not go from a
menth to monch basis in planning, and a month ago he was not aware of
the government's intsntion to do any work this year on the Southwest Irock
road, Is the minigtar standing here and telling us chat he 15 not aware
af the plans of the Department <f Transpertation to include that road as
a priority item in the DREE shopping list, chat he is not aware of =the
Pramiaerc's intention to have that road buile? I realize it is unraal to

have o ask this kind of question and the answer wa just raceived is unreal.

SOME HON. MEMBEPRS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, pleasa!
MR. FLIGHT: Has the minister indicaced te the House

that he is not aware of his own depar<ment's lang~tarm road building plans?

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the Miniater of Transpertacion

and Communications.

MR . BRETY: ! The hon. member is well aware that I digd

not say I am not awars of the long-taerm plans of the Department of

Transportation and Coemunications. What I am saying, Mr. Speskar, is thac =

I have not heard the Pramier's statements and I refuse to compent upen

TUMOUTS .
MR, PLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR, SPEAKER: A final supplementary, the hon. tha member

for Windsor - Buchans, fsllowed by the hon. the member for LaBolle,

followed by the hon. the member for Port au Port.
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MR, TLIGHT: Would =he hon. miaister indicacze

whather or not he has recaived correspondence from the Juchans Action
Cormittee asking %or clarification on the Prermier's scatements and
pointing out the utter confusion that has been camsed by the minister's
approach and now the Pramier's approach on that very crucial problen,

that road that will mean so much to Central Newfoundland and the Buchans
arsa? Would he indicats whether or nct he has recelved sorresgondence from
that Acticn Committee requasting ciarification?

MR, SPEAXKER: (Simms) The hon. the Minister of Transporzaticn
and Communicacions,

¥R, BREITT: Mo, Mrc. Speaker, I have not received any
recent correspondenct £rom the Buchana Action Group, not within the rasc

two or three days,

MR, SPEAXER: The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. MEARY: Mr, Speaker, my dquestion is fozr the

Ministar of Fisharies, Sir, and it could not come at 3 more opportune time

now tShat we have the Unisad States Ambassador to Canada siteing in the

-

public gallery.

4y question, 5ir, invelves markesting of
Newfoundland fresh f£ish to the United States. Thers is very great concemm
in my own districttoday about %he stories that are soming out that there
are problems in marketing Mewfoundland fisnh in the United States market.
As hon. members of the House know, thare are five fish piants in my
digtrict which logk to the United States to market their produce, Cogld
the hon, gentleman tell us if there {3 any foundation to these storias
that the f£ish market in the United Statas ia soft at the pregent time?
And just how serious is the sitvation? Could the hon. gentleman tell the

members of the Houyse?

MR, SPEAXER: The hon. the Minister of Pisheries (Acting}.
MR, GQUDIE: No, My, Speaker, I cannoz tell she hon.

Housa, ragrettably, how sericus this situarion i to which the hon. member
just referred. I might point out just for his information, that I have

been out of the House for the last aight days sick, and have noct had cime
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MR, GOUDIZ: in the few hours this morning o
catch up on what has been happening in either my own regular lLine

department or the Department of Fisheries, of wilch I am acting ministar,

MR, NEARY: Mz, Speakar, a supplementary.
¥R. SPEAXER: A supplemenzary, the hen. the member

for LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: Pechaps I could zern in on the
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MR, MNEADY: Hinister responsible for Intergovernmental

Affairs, whoever that is right now, I do not knew, But I will ask

the Premier.
AN HOM. MEMBTR: de is not in.
M. NEARY: well, perhaps the Acting Premier or the

Government House Leader could tell us if there is any foundation to
these storias, that seem to be very seriocus, that are coming out of

the Unived States thart the market iz soft at the present time, that
there will be problems in cthe near furure in marketing Newifoundland
f£ish in che United States and as hon. members know most of the Zresh
fish produced in this Province is marketed o che Uniced States in

the Zorm of cod blocks. Could the hon. gentlaman enlighten the House

as to whether or not thers ara any problaems?

AR, SPEAXTR (Simms): The hon. Prasident of the Council.
MR, MARSHALL: Well, Mr. Speaker, the sitvation wish the

markets in the United 3taces are, you know, a continuing shisg,
somerimes they are up and sometimes they are down, The prasent
situation with respect to the marketing conditions in zhe Sates
is something that we axe aware of. This information has come oo
lighet =oday and we are making encuiries wich respecrt to iz. I do
nat think at the prasent time there iz any need for any great
imminent concern with respect to it bhut I would like to assure
the House that the government is moniceoring the sicuation and

keeping its aye on it very czarsfully.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary.
MR. SPEAKER: A final suppliementary, the hon. member

for LaPoile, followed by the hon. member for Port ay Port,

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am rather disappointed the
hon. gentleman could not give the House any decalls, any real
information ahbout this siruation, which seems to be very seriocus. Could
the hon. gentleman tell us Lf it iz just a temporary thing or how

long this sircuarcion invelving difficulties in the market in the

United States is golng vo last? Could che hon. gentleman give us
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MR, NEARY: some hint of what is going on? Iz
it geing to fe of long-term duration or will it just be a temporary

ching? <Could the honh. gentlstan tell the Houge?

M, SPEAKER (Fimms): The hon. President of the Council.
MR, MARSHALL: The first thing, Mr. Speaker, hefors

the matser gets out of all proportion, the hon. gentleman refarred
to i as a situation, the sicuation in which we now f£ind curselves.
Now, that is his definition, Obviously shere is a matter of concern
when we get repcrts of that nature but I would hasten teo indicats
that we are not quite sure at this present zime as to whether or
not a situation, as he referred to it, exists. If it does axist
we ara going to do averything we gassibly can, both here apd
through our representatives in Ottawa with raspect to the matter,
The only thing ; can tall the hon. member right now is that from
time to time the markets for fish in the Uniced States have their

high points -

MR. NEARY: (Ipaudibla) Xnows that,
MR. SPEAKER: order, please!
MR, MARSHALL: - and have their low points. But the

hon. member may not be aware of the fact because when he was in
governmant they d4id not keep as close an ave on it as we do.

This government now -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, MARSHALY: ~ you know, has it under consideraction

and is monitoring it, aot weekly, not daily, but hourly. .

MR, SPEARER: The hon. member for Port ac Port.

MR. HODRER: Mr. Speaker, a question for the hon. B
Minister of Bducation, Do we, atc the pregent time, have the

specialist tpachers in the Province toc enable us to implement the
grade XII programme in Sepcemher 1980, 0r for thac matter, in

September 13817
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MR, SPEANZA: The hon. 4iniscer of Zducaticn.
45, L. VERGE: Mr, Speaker, I would like to thank

the non, member frcm Port au Port {Mr. J. Hodder) for nis guestion

and to take this opportunity to welcome him back to the House of

Assembly.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

SOME HOM ., MEMBERS: oh, on!l

MR, SPRAXER: Crder, pleass!

H45. L. VERGE: #Ar. Spgeaker, as I indicatved when I

first made a ministerial statement in the House on Gragde XI¥ in Auguse,

no final decisiony on how and when senicr high schoﬁl will pe reorganized
with the addirion of Grade XIT will be made until at least the and

of the yaar,. A network of committees involving pecple representing

the different agencies which share responsibility for aducation have

been at work since last Winter deoing research and making plans, Those
committeas will be making repor+ts and recommendations around the and

of this month and based on those recotmendations govermmsent wili be

in a pesicion o make final decisions orn how and when senior nhigh

school will be recrganized.

The committees have been working
under a target <imetable set by government which would have zhe
beginning of the reorganized nigh sciool programme starting with
Grade X phasing in next September 1980,with Srace XII actually
peing taught for the first time in a schoel here in 1982-3d3. How,
it will not be untlil final decisions are made on the reorgandzed
surriculum and other macters that we will know just what teachers
are required. Chvicusly, we bave in :Le Province now, many qualified
tsachers who are competant o teach certain subjects and these
teachers will be able to effectively teach some of the new coursas
which are coantemplated, For example, a new course in Newfoundland
history will be able to be handled by many of the history teachers
wixs are now zeaching in our schools.

Parc of the preparacion for the

actual implementation of the new senior high school will involve

a lengthy in~service progranme fa::3f3!;zizs ang we will not actually
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M5. L. VERGE: go ahead with the new programme until
and unless we can see that adeguate teacher preparation will be
carriaed out, If it should happen that we ara short some specialiscs
in subjects like, for example, home econcmics or Induscrial arts,
there will be a couple of years lead time to try to get proper
specialists in line because Grade x:% ivself will not be actually
taught at the earliest aven under the target timetable until the

school year 1982-33.

MR, HDDRDER: Supplementary, 4r. Speaker.
AR, SPEAXER: supplemencary, the non. member for

Port au Port,
MR, HOUDER: Mr, Speaker, the guestion that I

was asking was whether we do have trained specialists now. Studying
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M8, J. hQLDER: ene of the miniscar's commitrees which
she just referryed to wiich is the one committes that nas done some work,

the report of the Sub-cormitiee on Curriculum Za-organization,

in reading that report I notice that the report. suggests and I Know

it is act 2 f£inal repoxt but there is certainly an awful lot of

werk gone ints it, but the report suggests coursas in fine arts,
bookkeesping, typing, nore economics and industrial arts as-~the

minister referred to. iow, the rministar Zaidé in her answer to the

first quastion that Grade XII would not be irplecenzed unpil we were sure
that we had those specialtiass. &y questicn to the minister now is

nave there been any stoedies dene by any of the curriculum departments?

L know that we have unemsloyed teachars in the Province wut I adso

know that many of the unemployed teachers in che Province are not
specialists. I am also awars that the Grade 3II programme will

require specialisets, particularly guidance specialisty in all schoels,

even the szaller schouls,aecause I notice fthat there is a different
orogramme for the smaller schoels than fer the larger. So what I am asking
the minister is:do wa nave these speciallsts in the Province,how scon zan we
ge; them and nave their peen any studies by her department to lat us

know just what type of people are available and what type of specialists
are available in the teaching zrofessicn who will be :equired? And I

tnink particularzly of the ones I have pentioned who will Le reguired

to teach the Grade XII re-organized program.

MR, L. ROSERTS: _ well gquestioned!
SOME HON. MEMBEERS: ch, oh!
MR, SBEAKER: Order, please! .

If I might, I believe gezhaps I should
point ocut to hon. mepbers that the Standing Orders ame quite clear in
that guesticns as well as answers should be falrly brief. I believe
I have been very flexible today and I would ask all members to keep
the Standing Crders in rind when they are asking or answering guestions.

The hon. HMinister of Education.
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s, L. VERGE: Yes, ¥Mr. Sgeaker, in regly o the hen.

rerber's guestisng - I want Lo reiterate that no £inal preparations
are in place for the stazt of the ne« nign schodl 2rogramsa. Fars
of the work that the committesc are esbarking on, I have not seen
their final recommendaticns SI reporsis, is raconmendations sn the
courses and specialists which will be needed, I will te in & hactter

position to comment on the exact zoints that ne raised after I receive

those reports and recopmandations which should ke very shortly.

MR, J, HODDER: A final supplementary, tr. Sresguar,
MR, SPEALLR (SIMMS): A final supplementary, the hon. merber

Zor Fort au Fort followed by the hon., serber for Zagle Fiver.
IR. J. HODCER: I natice from the sinistar's answers for

the fizst tire she is

MR, E. SCBERTS: She has admitted now,
R, . HODDER: putting no time limit at all. Now we

were %alking about Septexber 1980 as a marget dace and 198l. Jith a
guastion 3uch , &5 this,whether we have the gualified teachers in 4

che Pravincafwculi the minister zell me whether thers are any plans

to me-train, perhaps,scme 9f our unemployed teachers who will ke

needed in those specialist skills like guidance counsellors and
industrial arts,pazticularl} in the rural arezas of the Province

wheré none néithase people exist now? And the second gquastion I must ask
is whethér the minister indeed feels that the Grade XIX programme can
be implementced in Septembezr 1981 or 1532 with the circumstances that

we now face in the schools of the Provinee?
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MR, SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. Minister for =ducation.
M5. VERGE: Mr. Speaker, my statement about the uhcertainty

of the timing is enrirely consistent with what I said in this House in
August. I have said Irom the beginning that no £inal decisiun an the timing
or the method with which the new high schowl programme will he implemented
would be made until the end of this year, after we had received the

raports from the committees which had been at work since last Winter.

Az for the possipilicy of a shortage cf
specialists who will be required, chbvicusly we have i number of thess
specialists in the Province now who would also centinue their work
in high schocl even after the additicn of Grade J(IX.

As for the possibility of retraining some
unemploved teachers, this is scmething rhaw has been discussed and i¢
has alsc been mentioned to me by The Newfoundland Teachers' Asseciation
which is concerned with thisz situacion.

MR. SPERKEZR: The hon. memiber for FTagle River, I think I
indicated a final supplementary, unless the member for Eagls

River (Mr. Hiscock] wishes to yiaid? There are about two minutes left.

MR. HISCOCK: Do 1 lose my questign?

AN HCN, MEMERR. Yes. Do not -

MR, HISCOCK: No.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Eagle River.

MB. HISCCOCK: Seeing that the Minisver of Justice (Mr.

Qttanheimer) is not here I would lika to direct my question to the
President of the Privy Council (#Mr. Marshall}. I would like, if it ig
posgible, for the Prasident to gat this informacicn for the House.

I was rather concerned that the NLC ended up making a decision
Movember 16, reneging on a privilege, as :;e; said, that

Yewfoundland and Lakbrador clubs had with regard to the extension of the
hcurs!cf being cpen from ane o'clock to three o'clock. I would

like for the minister to provide the House with the information on,

number one, what would be the total number of accidents in St. John's

lagt year? How many break and entTies were there in $t., John's last yesr?
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#r. Hiscock: HOW many rapes were chere in St. John's last year?
How many impaired drivers were there in St. John's last year? And
how many speeding ticketg were given ocut last year?  And, then, also,

how many of those took place after one o'clock?

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. Pragident of the Council.
MR. MARSHALL: Mw, Speaker, I wouid be glad to give the

hon. membher complete information righ% now, but wa only have two minutes
to the end of Question Pericd. $o the hon. member -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, ch!

MR, MARSHALL: - 1 know the hon.
member does not even Presume that any aminister of this government,

ag guoxd as this govesament is, would have this particular informacion
at his fingertips, so I will take notice of it and find

what infurmatia;,such as the statistics, maybe there, For instance, ;he
hen. member has agked us what speeding tickets were given after cne
a'elock? .Heasked how many - God help us -~ rapes were committed after cne
o'clock and the other things., We have statistics on

crimes that have been committad apd offenses have been committed, but

I do not .think it is categorized as to what time of the day they mcour.

AN HOY. MEMSTR. {Inaudible).
MR. SPEAKER: It might be more appropriate if the hon.

nember would place that guestion on the Crder Paper.
The hon. member for Eagle River.
Mz, HISCOCX: When I gave the guestion I did not expect the -
President of the Privy Council to have it at his fingertips, I expected
him to go back and get the research dene, In that I would

like to include armed robbery after one o'clock? ) -

MR. SPTAKER: The hon., President of the Council.
MR, MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker,
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MR, MARSHALL: I take notice of tha guastion, but I do
have the tell the hon. gentleman - vou know,he asks these guestions
and then at the end of it, which of these ware Zommitted afrer

one c'clock? Yow I do not know Lf that informacion is available
but certainly if chas informacion is available, Mr. Speaker, we
will bring it baefure this House at the earliest possible moment

and table it.

MR, SPTAKER (Simms): Crder, please! The time for Oral Questions

has expired.

ERESENTING REDORTS BY STANDING AND SPECIML COMMITTEES:

MR. SPEAKZR: The hon. Minister of Healsh,
MR, HOUSE: Mr, Speaker, I want to table the Annual

Report of the Newfoundland Medical Care Commissicon in accordance
with the provisions of the Newfoundland Medical Care Insurance

Act, and this is the report for the financial year anding March 3lst.,

1879,
NOTICES COF MOTION:
MR, SPEAKER: The hon. President of the Council.
MR. MARSHALL: Mz, Speaker, on behalf of the hon., Minister

@f Justice, I give norice that I will pn tomorzow ask leave to introduce
vha following hillsz, "An Act To Ramove Anomalies And Errors In The

Statute Law," and a bill, "An Acz To Amend The Legal Aid Act, 1975.¢

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Finance.
MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will

on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitlsd, "An Act To

Amend The Liquor Control Act, 1573.7

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and .‘—:ne:::‘;y.:E
MR. BARRY; Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will

on totwrrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An Act To

Amend The Mineral Act,1978."

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. member for Port au Pors.
ME. HODOER: Mr. Spaakezr, I bag leave to move a moticng

WHERFEAS the Province of Newfoundland and Labrader has the highest

unemployment record in Canada; and WHEREAS there are a number of areas
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EE

MR, HOLDER: of the Fravince where the unemployment
figures are far beyond the provincial average: and WHZRZAS more
chan nalf of those now unemployed are in the fifreen to twanty-
four year old age group: and WHEREAS a study of the economic
potential of Stephenville, Port au Port, St. George's area, the
Jdell Report, stated that in 1978, becween aighty and ninety per
=ent of the labeur force in the district of Port au Port were
unemployed during December of 1978, and an esgtimated thirty to
forty per cent are without work during the Llashore fisting season;
and WHEREAS many other areas of the Province suffer similar rates
of unemplovment; and WHEREAS zhe resources already xnown and
available to our Province could, if properly used and developed,
pravide full and permanent employment to everyone in the growing
Rewfoundland and labrador labour force! BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED
that thiz Housa fully debate all aspects of the unemployment situation
in the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador; AND BE IT PURTHER
RESOLVED that a select.cammittee of this House be appointed to werk
with labour, the academic communicy and business asscciasions
as well as incerested individuals regarding the develcpment of
job cpportunities in theose areas of the Province whers unemployment
is the highest.

And, Hr. Speaxer, I would ask leave of the
House to have thia motion, perhaps, put forward on the Order Paper
sc that we might be able to get a chance to debate it during this
session of the House, perhaps shortly.

I would ask the -

MR, SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please! It is my understanding thacv

che hon. member is presenting notice of a private member’s moticn
and the dscision as co when that motion should be debated would have
to ba decided on Privata Members' Day, I would think. 8o we will

leave it at that stage.
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MR, SPEAKER (Sizmg): The hon. member for the Strait of Belle
Isla.
ME. ROBERTS: 4r. Speaker, with respect, it iz a

private member's motion and my hon. f£riend haz given notice ag is
required but I understood he went on and asked if the members

opposite would give leave to allow it to be placed higher on the
Order Paper. As it now stands it will naturally go at the bottom

of the Qrder Paper and all I can savy is we on this side are prapared
to have this put at the top of the private members' liszt. It sannot
be called axcept on Private Members' Day, of course, hut we would like
to ses it ae the top of the privats members' list so it would ba the
next order ¢alled and that could he done, surely by leave of uhe House
and this, I would submit, Your Honour, is an appropriate time to ask

1f such leave i3 granted.

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. Prasident of the Council.
MR. HMARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I would suggast ir is not

the appropriate time. The rules with respect to Privacze Members'
Days are that the motions are put on the Order Paper in accardance
with the time of their receipt. I would suggest thac this
partisular motion will be put on the Ordar Paper in accordance with
the time of its receipt, after the cnes that ars there and when
Private Members' Day comes then it is a matuer of determining these
things, detcermining the precedens=.,
Hut in the meantime, not everybody

who has matters on the Qrder Paper is hera present I do not
balieve. If tha hon. gentlemen oppesite feel that the metions chac
they have put on the Order Faper now are inferior and they do not
warrant debate, it does not necessarily mean tiiat the hon. gentlemen
here on this side feel the same way. But it is a macter that should
be decided c; Weénesda?._
MI. SPEAKER: Order, please!

} With raspect to the point raised I would

like to take zhe matter under advisemenc. We can deal with it lazer

today Lf necessary but for the fizse part the motion is accepted as
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MR, SPEAXTR (Sisms): a notize of motion or oa private member's

motion, the same a8 any other private mempers’ motion when presented

under Notices of Motion.

MR. ROBERTS: Just so we are clear,
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MR. ROBERTS: you have Saken %this under advisement,

the questicon of when it is appropriate to ask for leave.

AN HON, MEMBER: tThat is zighet,
MR, ROBERTS: Ckay, that is fair enough, and

I would simply submit in return that it is an aporepriate time o
ask for leave, if iz iz granted. I realize that hen. gentlemen
opposite may not all be here, but perhaps not all on this side are
nera, and, you know, the House can act by unanimous consent at any
time Lf it so wishes. It would also be appropriata, of course, to
raigse it on the Wednesday. cCbhviously, non. gentlemen copposite are
afraid of this motion, do not want it debated, but Lf it is not in
order to agsk now we will raise it again next Wednesday.

MP. SPEAXER: (Simms) That would be my suggestion, o
raise it again next Wednesday.

ANSWERS TQ QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEDY GIVEN

MR. SPEAXTR: The non. the Minister of Health,
MR, HOUSZ: Mr. Speaker, I have the answer %o

question number 56, regarding physiotherapists, placed on tha Order
Papar by the hon., tha memter for LaPoile (Mr. Neazy).

4R. SPEAXER: Any further answers to guastions?

QROERS 27 THE DAY

MR. MARSHALL: Order 3l.
MR, SPEAKER: Order 31, BLll Ne. 5B8. Sacond reading of a bill,

*An Act To Amend, Revisa And Consclidate The Law Ralating To The Establishment

And Administration Of Municipal Government In The Province." We are on the

amandmant.

The hon. tha member for Grand Bank,
\\
MR, THOMS: Mr, Speaker, I adjournsd the debate

on Friday in connection with this act, which is a very important act for
this Pyrovince. I think it is certainly the only act that has come before
this House since I becams a member,

Somebady once said that Lf six people

had spoken on any one piece of legislation in Pariiament, then everything
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MR, THOMS: that could be said about a garticular
plece of legislation would nave been said by %hat particular cime.
Howaver, I think in comnection with this parcicular act, the Hunicipalitias
Act, all FiZtyeone members of this House could speak on the bill and
averyone could have something new to say.

I have not had the opportunity ts read
thig act as extensively, as thoroughly, as I would iike to have had.
I made some points on Friday., I notice the press did not consider them
all that important, buc I am still going to repeat some of the things
that I said on Friday, and as well, of course, my friend from Scegphenville
{Mr, Stagy) was net in thae House on Friday and he would probably like o
near some of the comments I Rave about this act as wall,

I think one of the points thac I did
bring out —~ we saw before the Public Accounts Committee, as I sald, a
minister of the Crown, the Minister of Lands and Forests (Mr. Morgan),
say that under the Public Tendering Act he could have bsen in a position
to save the people of this Province thousands and thousands of dollars,
but because of the scriet interpretation put on a particular section of
the Public Tendering Act, he cgould not do that. So what do we f£ind now?
We find that the government is bringing in a Municipalities Act - the
consolidation and revision of this act - tharc has exactly the same
provision in this act that is in the Public Tendering aAct, and that
is a situation whare there is an extension to a contract and you cannot
negotiate downwards, Tha miniastar interprated that partigular act to
mean that it could negotiate downwards. In other words, somebody came
alonyg and sald, ‘Loock, I have ¥ number of loads of gravel here . 1hig ig
an axtension to the existing contract ™ I want to get rid of i, it is -
no good to me, I will =all iz to yvou for $3.' The minister would have
tm say te him, 'Ho, I am sorry, we cannct buy it from you for 53 - we
have to pay you 55 for that.,' That is the way the Public Tendering

Act wag interpreted. And what do we have? We now have a minister -
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MR.THOMS » we have a government which brings in
an act with the sams wording. In other words, souncils cannot qi?e
extensions and negotiate dewnward and that particular section of thae
act should be changed. The particular section that I ended up on
Priday and this is a particular section of this act that - I have not
heard the President of the Newfoundland Federation of Municipalitiaes
mention thix, I have seen a news release come out, I have read an article
in the newspaper where the prasident was urging that this particular
piece of legislation he put through the House as cuieckly as possible
but I would doubt wery much if the Federation has sade i¢ public in
this Province that every councillor accepts a liability when he
becomes a2 councillor, not only a joint liability but a several liabilizy.
In other words, one particular person , one particular councillor can

he held respongible for the acts of the whole council. They can go
after ons person. They juse camnot go after them jointly, they can ao
after them geverally. In ather words, they can sue the one with all

the money. I wondar how many councillors in this Provines realize chat
vhen they are giving woluntarily of their time and effort that they
face this responsibility, cthis liability under this act? I do not

zes and I have not seen the President of the Newfoundland Mayors and
Municipalities making this known throughout the length and breadth of
this Province. Well, I can assure the minister and I can assures the
government that anybody who is going to be running for couneil in

the district of Grand Bank frem now on will raalize what an onerous

responsibility is being placed on him by this particular ack.

AN HOM. MEMBER: You will scare them off.
MR, THOMS Of: course you will scare them off and

they should be scared off because they are never informed of it. pig
the ministerin Gander, did he inform the convention sut in Gander that
councillors would be aceapting this type of rasponsibilicy? Would he

aver do it?
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!
ME, THOMS : It is not a guestion of scaring pecole,

Why did this government amend the University act so that members of

the Board of Hegents and tha Senave of the university are not liable?

why did they do that? Why not give the samgnpzotecticn ro councillors

who give their time and effort in this Provincs to merve the pecple of

this Province? Is the Minister of Pinance {Dr.Collins) suggesting

that we should not advise the people of this Province of this onerous

and unfair responsibility that they are undertaking when they put themselves
up for election to the town and ccemunity councils in this Provinee? Is

the minister suggesting that we should hide it and keep it hidden? Xeep

it coversd up.

DR. COLLINS: I contend that they are conscientious encugh {inaudibla).
MR.THOMS : I doubt « how many do we have sitting

¢n the other side of the House right now? I doubt Lif half the pecple
over there have reagd this act or will ever read the act, Chvicusly, the
Minister of Lands and Forests (Mr.Morgan) did not read the act or he
would have asked the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (Mr. Windsor)
o amend Section 430, He was the one who was in hefn?a the PAC sermaming
about the wording of Sectien 430. He.obviously,K did not read the act,
sut thean , of course, I heard people on the other side of the House speak
on the Matrimonjal Act who chvicusly had not read the act as well. So
there is nothing unusual about that.

The other one that I menticned on Friday
was the ons that I called and what could be tarmed, tenure, to town

managers, town clerks and department heads of sunicipalities,
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MR. THOMS: caking the respensibilicy 2f what
happens to council employvees cut of the hands of the council. They
nave given them tenura, They can only be dismissed or suspended
{a) with a two-thirds vote of council, a swo-thirds vote of council,
and secondly, if they grossiy misconduct themselvaes. They have the
same protection « town managers, town clerks, department heads - they
have.the same protection as a judge of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland
or a university professor. Why? why? %Why does the minister think
ehat the councils zannct run their own affairs in this Province, they
cannot he :espon;ible for their own employees? Let chem make a decision
whethar a man should be hired or fired or what have vou.

Mr. Speaker, another saction that I
would like %o bring to the attenticn of the ministar: In saying this
! am not suggesting that a council should not be able ro charge arrears
on taxes - I would like to point ocut 2o this House chat I am bringing
thega particular sections, these particular points, ko tha atrention
of the minister hoping that they are constructive, heping that the
minister will consider them constructive and will, hepefully, bring
about some amendment to the act. It is not a gquestion of wanting to
dalay or anything alse, but this particular sections says that arrears
can be charged at the prime rate of intersat charged by the chartered
banks the first day of January in each year. So, what 40 we have hare?
We have anybody who is in arrears of intsraest being charged - what is.
the prime. rate, 15, goodness knocws it might have gene up, it might be
16, it might be 17 for all wae know, the intersst rates are going up so
quickly since May 22, You can hardly turn around without getting a
notice from your bank, now the interest rates have gone up another
parcentage poipt. I certainly have not zeceived che lately saying
it hasgone down a percentage point, but on top of that, on teop of that,
the minister has seen £it to put another 2 per cent - it is not
encugh that on arrears they can charge 16 or 17 per cent in this
Province today, bur on top of that 15 or 16 per gent they can now

charge another 3 per cent. Mr, Speaker, we have an unconscionable
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MB. THCMS: Transactionsy Act in thig Province

which defines what is an exorbitant or an unconscionable iaterest
rate to charge. It just might be that a court would find that this
is unconscionable, It is cercainiy something that should be looked
into.

Mr. Speaker, it is not that I cannot
read the act, but somehow or other in the parrvicular one that I have
cartain of the pagas are upside down, Mr. Speaker, certainly the

ace itselif, in many respects, i3 upside down so I am not surprised.

MR, DAHRY: stand on your head, it will be easier to read.
MR, THOMS: What is the shah of Mt. Selo saying?

Mr. Speaker, I have had another section in this particular act which
gives me some concern and that is Secticn 141 of the act, whizh
provides for a penalty where any person whe fajils to pay any tax he
ig liable to pay in accordance with thisg part or (b) co collect and
pay to the council any tax he is directed to collect and pay over

by this part. pa jis
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4R, L. THEOMS: gcuilty of an offence,on surmary
conviction to a fine of not lass than 325 each day. Now, 4o,
Speaker, our Companias Act has the same pravision practically
for screbody who is5 doing business in che Province and without
having registered to do business in the Province the penalty is
§25 a day for every day that that persocn does business in the
Province without being so registered. I uo not know of any
occasion in this Province where any mainland company has been
fined that $25 a day. How, most of the companies that come in
from the mainiand to do business in this Province are tig com-
panjes.You would not hurt them toe badly by impesing the penalgy
in the Companies Act.Charging them 525 a day, you would not hurt
them too badly! w

3ut, Mx. Speakeyr, this is obviously
3 gection that was in the other Act and I know that in ay aistrice
the magistrate ls actually imposing this penalty. Somebody cwes
the council 5100 angd the magistrate will ippose that 325 a day.
So the S160 gets all our of proportion, it besomes $500 that they
have t9 pay, tie amount of the arreas plus the $25 a day finae.
How, Mr. Speaker, to me it is kind of ironic that Jobn Jones Limited,
from Calgary, can coms in here, can do business illegally, zreally,
illegally, for wnich they should be fined $25 a day, but never are.but
still you lat somebody who is struggling on a fixed ingome ia Grand

Sank, or Fortune or Lamaline or 5t. Lawrence- go €o coust and the

Y

magistrate has ne hesitation whatsocever in fining nim 523 a day for

every day that the money is not paid. Ho hesitation whatscever! I

think that is a secticn that can be locked at.I think it leaves it wide o —
open to - you cannot call it abuse because the magistrate would not

abuse the section but he is applying the penalty that is there. I think

the penaity is too harsh! 2nd what happens is that a person, because_

ne has not paid it - and I have had si:uatiun;. I can give you actual

situatrions like this where the penalty has far exceaded tha amount.of

the arrears. I can give the niaister sxamples - I can give you an

example right out of my own distziet.And what happens? The ferson cannot

pay it. -
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AR, L. TECIMS: Mr. Speakerz, thera are many, rmany sections

in thiz Act that need some clazrification. Of course, w-e will get a

enance during the clause by clause, Thase are seme of the moro important
ones taat I would iike &0 point cut at tils Sime. I .oule Like o save bad

a faw moments L0 spens speaking on %the gurfew which is secmething that -
gspecially somnbc%y with young childrensl would like to have “had time to say
someching on that. We have a situation in Section 271, in c:m;.nectian with a
reeting to re;;s;.;r:a couneils, which is a throwbaek to the dark ages, I

sean, whare tne sacret ballot is faken and tarcwn right out the window,

No longsr is a -secreu tallet  sesret anymers, ~hers councillors can

ne rewplaced by a show of hands.

3411



November 26, 187% Tape Ho. 1362 35 - 1

MR, L. THOHS: I think that shoeuld be changed.
Mr.Speaker,as I have gaid,all fifryp-one
membars of this House could speak on =hiis particular act and everyone
uf them could say something new if they wanted to, I think it is an
act that we should give a lot lenger view to than have, I think -r.he
minister and the government and - we have not had the copportunity
as well,
Mr. Speaker, I would cervainly
support a delay just so we could sleap up the act and I do not mean
zo be punny there sither. ‘Thank you, 4r. Speaksr.

SOME HON, MEMAERS: dear, hear.

MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Simms} Is the House ready for the guestion

then on the amendment?

The guesticn has been called.

Shall the words proposed o ke
left out - 3tand apa.;":. of the guestion? Is it the pleasure of
the House to adopt the motion, those in favour “Aye® contrary "day". In
My opinion, the 'Nay's' nave it,

Shall the words proposed to be
inserted by the amendment be thera inserted? Is it the pleasure of
the House to adopt the said mouion, those in favour "Aye®contrary "Nay”.
I declare the motion lost.

Now, back on the main questicn.

SOME  HON. HEMEBERS: Division.
MR, SPEAKER: <all in the members.
JIVIIION
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MR, SPEAKZR (SIMMS}: Is it agreed?
MR, ROBERTS: Well, I have oot heard from my celleague in the

Common Rocm. Anybody alse?

MR, SPEAKER: N Agraeed?

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed!

¥R. SPEAKER: Those in favour of the motion, please rise?
MR. ROBERTS: Yaliant fighters for democracy.

T Mr. Flight, Mr. Hedder, Mr. Fred Rowe, Mr.
Edward Rgéz;;s, Mz, Neary, Mr. Thoms, 4r. Mcores, Mr. Rideout, Mr.
Hollett, Mr. Stirling, Mr. Warren, Mr. Hiscock, Mr. Bennerct.

MR. ségaxga; These against the motion, plaase rise?

The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy and
Industrial Development, the hon. Minister of Social Services, the hon.
Minister of Consumer Affairs and Environment, the hon. Minister of
Public Works and Services, the hon. Minister of Labour and sanpawer,
the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the hon. Minister
¢f Finance, the hon. President of the Council, the hon. Minister of
Transportaticn and Commmunicaticns, the hon. Minister of Rural, Agricultiral
and Northern Development, the hon. Minister of Education, the hon.
Minister of Health, Mr. Doyla, Mr. sStagyg, Mr. Colling, Mr. Carter,

Dr. Twomey, Mr. Dawe, Mr. Patterson, Mr. Aylward, Mz. Woodrow, Or.

McNicholas, and My, Baird.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
M. SPEAKER: Will the Clerk hand me the results?

I declara the motion lest.
The main guestion, second reading.

The hon. member for Torngat Mountains.

S0ME HON. MEMBERS. Hear, hear!
MR, WARREN: Mr. 3peaker, I would like o speak for a few

moments on this bill. I believe -they ars the truasat words I have hearxd.
Zrom the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (Mr., Wiadsor) who was

cn television, I think, it was Wednesday or Thrusday night, when he
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Mr. Warren: made a comment on Hear and MNow , ne said,
“We will defeat this bill regardless. We will defeat this six meonth
hoist. And wnen it comes before the House we will pass it." 8o
here is an example that regardless, before there was a full study dene

with the municipalities, his mind was made up, when this bill

was brought in, that regardless it is going to be passed.
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MR, WARREN: Mr, Speaker, there arm a couple of
things thare that I am in favour of.Number one is Sectieon 327. %When
the alaction is called in mid~November, any resident in a2 commminity
for chirty days prior to tha election is eligible to vote., Now, under
the old act it was ninety days. So this part of this acge, I am
completely in agreement with hecause, as you knew, in past municipal
elecrions, residents living in an area usually moved in there at the
opening of a school year and they were not eligible to vote.

Mr, Speaker, By colleague from
Grand Bank {Mr, Thoms) manticned Section 21, %he vacancy of a mayor,

Whan the mayor for perscnal reasons or any other rsason desides to
regign, even after being in the Chair for oply a short time, the deputy
maycy automatically f£ills the slot whether ha wants it or not.

Mr. Speaker, that is a burden on the depusy mayor. He is there to £i11
in in the abgence of the mayor but not for preobably three and one-half
years, I think it should be up to the council Zo have an slection by
the good graces of thea ministar and have thair own mayor alegted.

Hr, Speakar, I am very concernaed with
Section 233, It may sourd very minor. 1t is concerning curfaew.

Section 233: 'The council mavy make regulations prescribing the hours
during which children below tha age set out in the regulacions ars
paraitted on a public road, park, place of apusemant or public assembly,
whether alone or in the company of & parent, guardian or other aduls.’

Mr. Speaker, I wouig say that this i3 definiecaly intruding in people's
lives. I beliave that the member for Hunber West (Mr. Baird) could very
wall remember that Corner Brook tried to bring in such a curfew some ysars
ago and it prexty well backfirad, If is practically impossible to bring
in such an act. Aand hers in this particular bill, the miniscer is saying,
‘Lat us bring in a curfew if tha councils want to.'

Mr, Chairman, take, for example, a small
communi ty guch as Adwmiral's Beach: St. Mary's - The Capes., If Mrs. Smith
is planning to go down to the gtore at 8:10 P M. and she wants to take
along her twalve year old kid because she finds it lonely walking on the

streetcs whers there is no electricity, that could mean that the municipal
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MR. WARREN: council could come sut and say,

'Ckay, Mzs. Smith, take your Xid off the szreet, He is not allowed to
walk down the road with you.' Mr. Speaksr, I think it iz guing a little
hitc oo far, in particular, saying that the council can decide whether
the kid can be asceompanied by an adult.

We have too many casas now, Mr, Speaker,
where the government of this land is holding hands with the people of this
Provinee in the wrong w;y. We saw a bill guing through third reading not
o lang ago on the Matrimonial Act and I am afraid we ara going to see
this bill going through the same way.

My. Speaker, I heliave it is high time
for this governmens - grantad, they have a majority in the Housa, but let
us not use that majority in a way that is not always for the well-beiag

of the psople of this land.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. WARHEY: My, Speaker, i have asked an official

frem the minister's department to get me some
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ME. WARREN: sratistigs an the population dgop of
307 incorporated communities in the Province. I was told that

it would take a long time, he would not ke able to get it for
ma. ?iné. Sg within a matter of anm hour or so I did gzet my
awn ataff to do it so it 4id not take that long after all.

I want to bring sut %o this House,
and members on the opposite side who are not aware of i, that
there are 117 communities in this Province with lass than 530
pecple, that is ingorporated zotmunities, with lass than 500
people. There are 39 communities with between 500 and 1,000
pecpla. and thera are 49 comumunities between 1,000 and 2,300
peopla. And as wa go up the scale the number gets smaller
naturally and we only have 24 communities with populations oves
5,000. .

Mr. Speaker, with respect %o the
property tax I want to illustrate thars these 307, I think it is
307, or 309, 309 communlties}that it is practically imgoséible
Ior those smaller communities, less than 1,000 penple, %o survive.
How in the heck, Mr. Speaksr, could a community of 11 people,

I think the smallest incorporated communitvy is 1l people, kring
in a propesty tax to lock after the water and sewerage, and have
finances %o carry on as a community councill

Those 11 families, Mr. Speaker, I would
estimate would be paying in excess of $700 a year property tax for
this ¢ommunity of 1l people to surviva.

Mr. Speaker, I wouid like to go aon further
.by going back to my disericr and also to part of the digtrict of the
Minister of Rural, Agricultural and Morthern Developmant, In his district,
also we will find this example thatl am going to illustrate now. In
Makkovix we have 14 or 16 homes owned by private individuals., Private
people have spiit thelir bow,’they have raised their mopey, they own
cheir own homes. Now, the other 40 and 70 homes there are owned
by government. Those hemes are owned by government., The pecple are

paying taxes - excuse Me, the pecple do not pay any kind of taxes,
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MR. WARREN: they are payving a small manthly zenc.

Bue this act says that government are not rasponsible for taxes.
tew, do we axpect the Andersons,

and the McNeils in Makkevik $0 pay property tax and the other

70 ar 80 families there not to pay any taxes at all because they

are living in homes that belong to the provincial government?

AN HON., MEMHER: A good guestion, how many own chelr

owii homes?
MR. WARREN: 12 or 14.
Take Davig Inlet, for example, probably

an axwrame axample -

AN HEON. MEMBER: Did the minister hear that?
MR. WAIREN: Mo, maybe he is not paying teo much atrention

now. But anyhow, in Davis Inlet there are 99 per cent, Mr. Speaker,
99 per cenc - in fact,there 18 one home in Davis Inlet that ls
privately owned, every other home is 2 home helonging o this
provincial éavernmen:.

Now, where are tha taxes going to come
from? 19 the R.C. School doard going %o pay all the taxes for
that community?

Mr, Speaker, I believe when the minigter

hrought in this bill he was either half asleep cor Zully asleep.

»

SOME HON. MEMBERS: dear, hear!
MR, WARREN: Mr. Speaker, I am suce his predecessor

Knows the same thing. He has been on the Labrador Coast and srobably
he d4id not knaw at that time whether the houses bDelonged to governmant

or they wars. privately owned.

MR, STAGG: Grants in lisua of taxes.
MR, STIRLING: Does that mean that you are agreeing? Does

that mean that you are agreeing o that? Grants in lieu of taxes.
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A HON, MEMEER: Yas or no?

MR. STIRLING: Yes or no? Answer and say.

MR, SPEAKER: Qrder, please!

MR. WARREN: vir. Speakar, I would give leave for

an answer from the member for Stephenville (Mr. Stagg)_if he

would like to give an answer?
: ¢

MR. STAGG: {Iinaudible).
MR, WARREN: Ckay.

Mr. Speaker, we can go through cther
communitias in North West River, which the Minister of Rurai and
Agricultural Develcpmen;: [Mr. Goudie) represepncs. We have two
communicies there, a split community, an Indian side, and a nen-
fudian side. ©On the Indian side there are four houses that are

not owned

3419

3



Novembeyr 26,1979 Tape No. 1366 AH-1

MPLWAPUEN: by government, What happens in this

place? Do the residents on one side of the river pay for the whole
compunity? Mr. Speaker, I think there have been guestions now to the
tinister frem groups in North West Rizer asking for that community to

he dividaed up ints twe municipalities. Mz, Speaker, I can go on and

on., You can go to any commurity, you gan 9o to Trinity Bay and find

a community of 350 people, you have probably cns cor two stores and

the people thare cwn all their cwn homas but each day, day by day,they

are just getting along. Probably their annoal in@e is about 35,000

or §6,000. Are they axpected to pay property tax and the community ewuncil

in their community expected to survive on the property tax?
Mr. Speaker, in Nain, Labradaz:bthere.-a:re ;hrae fairly well astablised
businasges., The biggast opna is the one that is coperatsd by this
government, roughly to the tune of $2.5 million a ysar. There are two
ather smaller businassa‘s there that are at least making a living.
How, when this property tax comes into being the government operated
store there that ls making over 52 million a year does not pay any
taxes to the mmicipality but meanwhile Mr. Evans and Mz, Taynes who
own two small stores are going to have to pay taxes to the mnicipalities
to help the municipalities gurvive, This iz really enfair, Mr, Speaker,
and I believe the minister should seriocusly look at it.

Mr., Speasker, I bheliave I have an axtra
bit of time left yet. I want to talk on Secticn 310, Regional Gevernment. 1
believe if the minister would recollect hack a few months or probably a
year to last January,the words I am going to say now may come into his

mind. Anyway, it says here that the Lisutenant-Governor in Council may

by order comstitute a regional council Zor any ragion.

MR.STIRLING: ) Including St. John's.
MR WARREN: Including St. John'a. Mr, Speaker,last

vear svery community council in Labrador, the ones with a population of
1,500~ 8,000 down to a population of 217, svery community council in
Labrador from Nain to Labrador City down to L'Anse~au-Clair in the Straits

they mat in North ¥West River, they combined, they formed a combinad
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MR, WARKEN: council becagse they wantad to Fet
more recognition from government. They wantsd to have a leook at regional
government , whichever form it may take, they wanted to have a look at
it and aa of yet they have receivad nothing but a negative atritude

from the present ministar. The prasant minister hasg said o me in thig
House when I asked the guestion -« we are paying the municipalities,
the Federation of Municipalities x number of dellars to cperate and

wa are not going to support the combined councils. The minister said
that to me,

Mr, Speaker, here ware a group of
pecple, hers were the councils Zrom Minisinakwa in labrador gesting
togather and wanting the government to pay trecognition to them angd
wanting the government toc lock and see if it was faasible - they
did not ask for it ~See (f it was feasibie to have 2 regicnal government
or some othar form of a combined government in Labrador and as yet
this government has not paid them five cents to aven cperate to put
a briaf togather. Mr. Speaker, now I have left cne side of the cuin
and on the other side of the coin, Section 330 says that if the
Lisutenant-Covernor decides to constitute a regional council, they
nay do so. Now hare were twenty-five or thirty people elected
democratically, slectad by the votars from the 4ifferent councils
and then elected by the councils combined, coming to tl:ci government for

help and asking them to lock into it
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HE. G, WARPEN: and now on the otner hanéd, ‘Ch, no

that is no% right, we will appeint 3o and s¢ , whether the pecpla
_ want them or not! Ar. Speaker, we are lsging ocur democracy. I

tidnk it is a dewngrading of our democravic sociesy to expect,

on orders from tne minister, to say o samebody in Nain,

'wWe would like for you to come on this regional gouncll'., I think

it should be up to the people of lain who they want -

SOME HOW.MEMNIERS: Hear, hear!
MR, G WARREN: =~ it should be up to the pegple of

Chance Cove wihce they want, not up to the minister who he agpoints.
Mr, Sgeakar, I am sure the minister will agree and I am sure &S0
formar minister will agree also that during the past saveral years -
I am zure they are not listezning, Mr. Speakey, but probably they
will read Hansard somusTow ~ maybe they will agree witnh ma that
during the past szeveral years they nave received some good delaga~
tivns from councils Etiroughout this Province. And I beliave scme
of tiie dalegatisns that came from the various zouncils throughout
this Provincs came in with 2 genuine desire to sit down with the
ninister and talk about the prebless hack in toeir communities.,

And, in lots of cases;as a member of one of the couneils in Happy
valley/Goose Hay said  we have receival an excellent reception and

we went back to the communizies with some things and probakly the potential
of gatting projects that we would not have qotm;nr if we did not come in.
dow,my point is that if this new fax Act cores into Leing where are

tne snmabler commundities going to find revenue to have a delagation

come in and sit down with the mialster and discuss amFammunity proplem?

Mr. Speaker, I am just thinking of pfabahly trking the community of

Mué Lake in my hon. friand's distsige that wished to come in here as a
communisy of about 214 peoplac - t& sSit  down with e

minister o discuss some problems. Now, the property tax is not going

to allow them,unless they are §oins to tax the 214 residents to the

hilt.
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MR, G. WARREM: #r. Speaker, take a community gouncil
in mary's Harbour wihigh is very difficule to get out of, you have to
£ly out ;a Goose Eay fixst or to gt. Anthony, from St. Anthony o
Gander, Irom Gander to S5t. John's, it would probakliy take you two
days to gat here and the expanse of hotel accommodations, the
expensa of air travelling which is the zost axpensive anywnere in
Horth America. I would like to know, probably the minister could take
a note of it and when he does finish up the debate he could come back
with an answer , where are these communitias going to get the funding
to come in and sit down with the hon. minister as they have done cefors?
Surely goodness the minister does not expact g community council of six, a
councll who got alected to ecough up S500 or 5600. I mean surely he is
noct exgecting that i3 he?

My, Speaker, there is another part of this
Aot that nas an effect on the staff of the various community councils.
This Act, in particular has very much o do with the staff, Now I have
been in oontact with, I thdnk it is eight or nine town managers throucuout
tha Frovinece and they have.as of today they do not sven xnow taat cais
thing iz being debated. They havwe not aven received a copy of it and
there are parts ii this that are affecting the staff, affecting the town
elerk, the manager and tiey have not received a copy of thds Act. Mo,
Speaker, I would suggest to the ministar that although the
six month hoist ias been defeated,l would suggest LAt more copies
woul€ go out to the communities, to the managers and to the coupcillors
outlining that this Act is before the House. EHas any correspondencs
been ongoling with mayosss and the town managers asking for feedback to

this act or was this through the zegicnal municipalities? Hr. Speaksr,
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MR. WARREN: chers are a lot of
communities, incorporated communities within ¢his Provincs
which did not attend the last municipalisy conference in Gander.
They 4¢id noc attend the one before that. They do not kpow that
this act exists and do not know the implications. They do not
knew what is going to be brought into effect.

Mr., Speaker, I am
wondaring if the whole idea behind this act is to turn people
from getting involved in munlicipal politics? That is the
guastion I have been asking myself since this act was brought
into the Bouse. If this act comes into being it means that
a small community like Joue Batt's Arm or Fogo Island, for
example, is going to be charged £ifty or sixty dollars a vear,
whatever the case may be. I5 that golng to cause f£riction in
these small communities? 1The pecpls are going to have to pay
tha property tax in order for them to have a town council.

Now, if thesy do not pay the property tax they are going to be
taken to court and so on, the councils will not sollect their
money ang 43 4 resuls will fold.

I am justc wondering if -
I am sure it is not - if Munizipal Affairs and Housing is wrying
o renege on the small communities, trying to say to the smaller
communities, 'IFf you fellows do not pay your taxes, if you
fallows cannot survive on your own, to heck with you.' Bacause
it appears that that is what happening. I was speaking to two
people from a community council in a small remoze area of this
Province this morning and this is what they had to say, "My guodness,
what are we going to do if we cannot collect the taxes Ixom the so
and Qc people in the community? How are we going to survive?

: Mr. Speakey, I belisve iz
is going to come out « in the municipality directory there are
five or six in there inpactive. I am just wondering, in two or
three years down the poad, how many of those 309 municipalities
will become lnactive because of these regulaticns?

Mr. Speaksr, I believe
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MR. WARREN: there zhonuld be more
serious consideration given to this act. I am sure 4“iere are
backbenchers on the other side of the House who have
reseyvations about this act. There are ministers who have
ragservations about this act. Let us not allow the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing and the Cabinet decide on
the future of this Province, we should decide.

SCME HOW. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKFR(Baixd): The hon, the Minister of

the Environment.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MRS . NEWHOOK: Mr. Speaker, I do not wish

to speak at length hut I have to gay that it is with pleasure that
I support the new municipalities bill. Most of our towns in
Newfoundland, and Gander is one of these, have been demanaing and
waiting for a revision of the Local Government Act of 1872, for
quite a number of vears. They have been crying for more autonomy
and control of their own affairs, managing their own financing
and making thedr own decisions.

I would like to mencion
just a few of the improvements provided under this new act. It
would take hours to discuss all of them. Under this new act a
town council does not have to secure the minister's aporoval of
its budget. A council does not have to get approval to borrow
unless it is for moyre than 20 per cent of the town's revenus or
for capital purposes. A council does not have to get the
minister's approval to set its property tax, business tax or poll
tax rate. A council does not have to obtain approval to grant an

exerption or partial axemption or a defarral of taxes.
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MRS, H. MNEWHOCK: I would also liks to point ocut thac
under this act a town council is given Lroader scope to make regulaticns
without prior approval. The council can, under this acsi, piek
salaries without prior approval. A council zay designate remuneration
for mayors and/or coupcillors hibit to an idea not even entartajned
by government before., A council may charge taxes on unoccupied apd
unused land owned by certain sxempt groups, organizations and
churches, ei¢. And another good concept is the five year forecast
of annicipated capital expenditure requirements.

I note there nas been disagreement
sxpresged to Section 92, subsection (l)"Whersein a council or a
particular councillor using moniss for purposes other than those
which the money was approved by the minister is to be acesuntable
for guch monaey.” Although this may appear to be a gevere action
to taka, nevertheless it will make councillors more conscious of
the responsibility they have in making decisions. ﬂKAnd I am surse
that the minister in anforcing this clause will give every
consideration to all the circumstances.

I hear some disagreement with
inpoging the property cax iao towns and communicies where zesidents
have water and sewer services only., I would like %o point out chat
property tax in such towns can not be instituted within months. It
will take years and years £or all the properties ts be assedsed and
aven when they ace the new rave is determined by the amount of
money needed by the community or town so that that property tax
could well be set at a figure which would total no mere then the
poll tax or a service fee being charged at that time, especially
since with this type of revenue theve will be a commensurats granc,

I have heari scme residents of
towns complaining that by paving $12 a month -~ a sotal of 5144 a
vear - and %c this is added a 560 poll tax or service fee that
they are, in fact, paying a total of 5204 a year and that by paying
this amount thay are being charged more than same people in other
towns being taxed on the propersty assessment basis and they feel

that a groperty tax would be much less for tham.
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RS . H.e GEWnGOR: 40w, e fen. member Sor lorngac

dountains, ne mancioned a loss of ravepnue on progerties owned by
government. Jdow, Ganasf nas guite a nuwber of sush properties, yuize
a aumber ana it is a large chunk of our revenue ang we receive

a grast in lieu of caxes. 3o I am sure that this zould -

“MR. STIRLING: #ill the memoer parait a gueszion?
MRS . H. HEWACCK: tasg.,
AR. STIALING: Aould the minister agree tiat e

Proviaca siwuld 4o the same tning what zsne feceral government coes

in Gancer on provincial Jovernment ownea property?

ARS, H, NEWHOOR: well, I oo not kpmow L£ I encizaly
agree under all the circumstances bacause I tnink some towns rucelve
octhar considerations but I would s5ay wnere wlere is no otaer
consinaration, then the Province soould pay a grant in liew of taxes.
MR, d, WINDSOR: Snow me a case for consideracion.
Under normal grancs (inaudiblae) that is wnere they get revenue grants,
operating grants, snow clearing grants {inaudible)} and everything.
MRS, H. SEWHOOR: Well, I saic wnere there are no

other considerations given.,

Mit. . WINDSOR: (finaydihle) uncer consideratiocn.
MBS, nm. WEWHCOOK: Yas, Unoder Sol8 new act, alza, I

note that tne Departmenc of Social 3ervicas will pay taxes for residents
wix are depencent on social assisganca and I taink tnis i3 a gooa aove
alsa, I do think that this new act is a step in we right direczion

it is simple and anderstandable. I wall remamber sume o che
contradictory ¢lauses in the Local Government Act and thank goocness
thase will be clarified under the new ast, This new 3¢t deals with

diZferent categories of municipalities, establisning zrre concise
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Mrs. Newhook: orocedures for regional and service sharing
areas, although I would have liked to ses a little more autgnomy

Zor townz, of say, 14,000 to 13,000 population, which have all of

the expertise provided by comptrallers and town managers, and office
managers, and their town engineers, and their public sarvice departments,
their town planning, and Local Improvement Agscciations and what not.

However, I can see that we have to &ry our
wings before wa learn how to f£ly, and so, therefore I look forward to
the minister's wise decizions in this regard in the future. I commend
him for the mighty task of comgpiling vhis new Act. Aand I give it my
endorsement.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAXER (BAIRD): The hon. member for St. Barbe,

MR, T. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I realize that the introduction
of 811l 58 or the introduction of any tax may not be the end of the
world, buts I would like to suggest that the introduction of property
taxes in tiny litile égmmunities may be the end of rural and oucpors
living in Newfoundland. It might very well ke the end to putport
life,

Not very long ago, or I should say, just
recently, and since this government have been in power, its approach
has baeﬂ freaze on spending,' as is o evident with the Fisheries Loan
Beard. While the govermment implements, introduces; while they decide
they are not going to spend any more money, they peint the finger at tiny
little people in rural areas, and they say, ' Youmust increage spending!
Now I also realize that this i3 not geing to come into effect immediazely.
it is geoing to takae a litt}e while to blend this into the structure of
our society so that govertnent can reap the henefits and communities,
hopafully, will reap the éénefits of pruperty taxes.

.I feel mysel? that people in the rural areas
nost gertainly have not been welil encugh informed about she implicaticns
of this hill, and the property zax. I speak.basically on the tax, I
express an opinion basically on the tax because I must say shere are
gquite a few cthings within the bill that are accaptable and desirable,

and, of course, there is an awfu) lot in there tha® is just an override
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Mz, Bennstl: from opiginal council governing and local
councils. -

This government went into power, if I understand
correctly, on the assumption that there would not be an increase in taxes
of any foma. They went into power, in my opinicn, in disguise, because
now they are coming in through the back door toc implement a-tax on
property in rural areas, which are the life's bloed of the Province,
rural areas are the Life blood of this Province. People in the
nf st., John's, Corner Brook, Grand Falls, Gander, amd nost of the larger
cantres where we have a tax base, whera we have industry, where we have
a real cash flow probably, these people could stand bigher taxation.

But T am sonvinced that the people in the rural areas of this Province
cannot atand iz, people who ars depending on the fishing boacs.

MR. STAGG: How do the feilows get rich who are there, the
fellows on the {inaudible]. :

MR. BENNETT: I do not know what you were doing before you
came in hera 'Mr, Stagg’, I am sure, or Mr. Member for Stephenville,
the hon. xember. I worked in a tiny little community and I carried
on a business, a very successful business, I might add. It might be

cne of the reasons that I hecams elected ta the House of Assembly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS Hear, hear!
MR, BENNETT: Because the peopie in shat lictle community, and

in that rural district of St. Barbe believed vou know, they look at
me and they say, "Well,that fellow has been successful in business,
1 wonder if government is not business?"  And in their wisdem they gave
me a vote and here I am. I might be to thaeir detriment, mind you, I
do not know, Given a few years of hard work,I am satisfied to werk

for the district, I am satisfied o work for the government.
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MR, BENNETT: I really do not pave a loz of hang-ups
about a political machine, I rasally do balisve in people doing a job.
1¥ I want to employ a carpentar, I employ the hest one and pay him
510 an hour.

I would like to go back ts what che
hon, minister - I carried on a busineas in a tiny rural area, and
I pioneersd it, in the form of a service station, the first one ever
in that arsa, and a motel, the first one in that arsa. And avery lictle

bit of tax was a burden., I was paying $40 a monch for a slioppy water

system in my business,

AN HON. MEMBER: A month?

MR. BERNETT: A month - 540 a month,

AM HON. MEMAER: Where?

HR. BENNETT: In Daniel‘'s Harbour.

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible}.

MR, BEMNETIT: Yes, 5490 a month. Wnat i3 wrong with
that?

A_N HON., MEMBER: {Inaudible}) lot of money.

MR, BENMETT: I did nov complain, It stopped me

starting the old generators and pumping up water from a well, starting up
a pump to puop watsr and supply pecple who might happen to be along to stay
at my matel ovarnight.

But every tax that was infiicted on my
operations gave ma a shudder and made me prealize I have no business trying
to pioneer. I have no business working in Daniel's Harbour In a business,
I skould be in Corner Brook or St. Jobn's where there i3 some real cash
flow. But you hon. gentlamen who travelled thar Northezn Peninsula, you
nesded a place to stay and we provided that place to atay. We pumped our
own water until we were fortunate snough to have a water system so-called
installed, and I paid 540 a month water tax for the mud and the dirz whare
I hopa we are going to have a better systam inscalled very shortly,

propesty tax or no property tax.
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MR, BENNETT: Rural areas, Mr. Speaksr, already
pay through the nose, mors than the cities, and what do they get put
of it besides garbage collection? They do not getg the medical services,
they do not gat the communications, Speaking of communications, they
ara lucky if they gat one channal talevision, Ths talephons system in
tany cases, leaves a lot to be desired. They are pionsers in their own
right. And if they did not go out and piocneer and live in these
communities and develop the fishary - work in a pioneering manner and
do without things like medical and lagal services, Your Honour -~ if the
people in thesas arsas were to go into the cities and uay, ,'Nd,l

we are not going so develop, most governments would try to encourage
peocple to 5o out and develep these rural areas - I think they would -
o go oyt and exploit the figh and the timber and the land so that we
eould ship into the cities and into the main dentres. And now we are

going to destroy that by placing property tax on a lot of these

antrepranesurs.
MR, STAGG: * Tall us about resettlement,
MR. BENNET?T: I will, Mr. Speaker, in my opinion,

this property tax is resettlement in disquise in the worst kind of way.
You are going to sea more people, Mr. Speaker, move out of rural areas
and into the urban areas and the Fort McMurray and Grand Prairie and
Aiberta and Torento areas. You are going to see mors of them because
they are not going to be able to live there and maintain thair properties.
And I.hope that when the hon. minister establishes the ratas of tax to
he inflictad on people in rural areas, I just hope that he is a poor mm
working for the minimum wage so that he will havea some compasaion in his
heartc Enr{ the people who live and work and trzvy to maintain a decent
standard ci’E living in those tiny compunities that you are going to inflice
the propsrty tax upon.

It is going to cauge people in those rural
areas to have not so attractive homes, not so comfortable homes as they
have had in the past. I would suggest that they will not continue to

upgrade and build better proparties,
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MR, BENNETT: I would likae for the hen. the Hinister
of Munieipal Affaizs and Housing (Mz. N. Windsor), ¢o realize
property values in those communities are not the game as they are in

the larger cities - in the urban areas.and in areas whers vou
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MR, DEMNETT: have industry, Pyeperty values are not

the same. You build a house in Trout River, Cow Hmad, Fium Point, any

of these - this is the area I represent so I know these areas very

well ~ you build a property there for 345,309 and if you want to s21l

it next year, you are lucky if you can sell it. You will not gec $30,800.
if you build a home in Bellburns and it costs you 540,000,which it is getting
ta be.a few of these homes built today - 530,000 over a pericd of a good
number of years - thay are not built right overnight, because they

have not jot the mortjage system in any of these places to accommodate

the f£inancing -~ but if vou build in Belliburns and it coscs vou 519,300

and vou try to sell teomorrow, vou are lucky if you can sell, let alone

get 20,000 for it and it just cost you 530,000, If you build it in

St. John's and it cost you $30,000, tomerrow it is on the market for
350,000 ~ appreciation - and you can keep on building properties in

areas like these, and you can have the appreciation go into your
pocketheok, if yvou like, but when you sell property into the rural

areas you are not going to have appreciation, vou are going tc have
depraciation, and you will have paid tax, tax, tax plus -

MR.STAGG: That is Libera) philcsophy. That is

Liberal philosophy.

MR, BEMNETT: I 4o not care whose philosophy it is,

I do not care whose philosophy, I am just concerned about a government,
Liveral or Tory or otherwise, inflicting property tax on tiny
communities and it is going to hitc these pecple like a bombshell.

Iz i3 going to hit them in the rural areas like a bombshell, and

you people will not know what hit you when the next slection comws
around and I start using this in my districz. You will not know what
hit you, because people are going to be - they are going o be very
adamant, Theyv are going to be upset. They are going %o be vary
concerned.

MR, MOORES: {Inaudible) a man has a right to be
veard in silence.

MR.WARREN: Unusual fer him.
3433 :
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HR..sENwETT: I want my district o know what goes

¢n inthe House of Assembly, what goes on in their governmenw, and I
think those penplé. the slactorate, Tories and Liberals and DR, are
all alike, they ars all taxpavers and they need o know. And they
;ze all voters and they should know. I do noe think they are heing

given time in the districts to know what is invelved in that piece of

paper.
MR.THOMS : Thay are not being told either,
M, BENMETT: They are net being Sold., I am a little

disappointead we are not getrting more coverage from the press on this.
again. I wish we could get more coverage. I have called six
gommunitias, mayors in the districe, I have called six in the 3t. Sarhbe
disecrict, and they do not know what I am talking abour. ¥hen I
metitioned this bill and the introducticn of tax, they do not know

what ls happening. I wish they did know. So today I have askad that
we should have scmebody sent out into the distx%:t. It will probably
be too late for chem to express an opinion over the airways, the

news media, because it will probably ;e gone through the House of
Aszembly., I am suggesting that our rural areas do without.

I know bacause I lived it. They do wichout s$o many things, and if

you are going to try to bring them up and inflict the tax on their
preperzies, on cheir barns and on their ghops and their homes in small
rural areas where thay have not yet got decent schools ts go to -

I was pretty happy to see a bill, the Minister of Education's bill

on education -~ ail that money - I would like %0 see about that much
spant on education in my distrigt - §$12 million. We probably do not
neaed all that in one shat, but spread over a five-year perind we need
it for sure. We need a lot of money. We have several schools thact
need replacing. So, I feel that people have not got the services, and
I feel that people are aAct going to have the services in small zreas
whatre vou have fifety families and wheras you have, ves, up to 300 families
probably. I know that we do have, in the district of St. Barbe, we
do have twe, mind you, two and cnly twe lucrative communities where

thare is a fair cash flow. I think, procbably, most hon. gentlemen
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MR, T. BENIETT:

are aware Port au Cholx is a lucrative, viable, gocd cash flow community,
a good fishery. Dandel’'s Harbour aas got a good tax base, it has got
a mine but when you come intc Cow Head and you cume ints Trout River
and you geb uwp Lo Flum Peint and you sZae the way that these people have
to struggle -~foxr 2 livlikood,I weould not want to be the minister who
would infliet zax on the proparties that they have put togesher by

the .sweat of their brow. YOSt éf the homes they have built come from
their cwn labours, #with ghe ski-doos and their chain saws they go into
the bush when tiey can get a permit, if thay can get a permit to zur,
they go in and they cut the timber and they build their homes and as
taa; ¢o and they put the garpet on the figors they say the tax and
they it on the gasoline to haul it into the rural areas. How, with

che inflationary structure that we have in this country, not enly in
the Provizce but in the oountry generally, with the inflationazy

spiral that we nave O©f the cost of living, I do not think that the
governpent needs to introduce anymore tax on.especially rural areas,
tiny areas.Because evary gallon of gas £ you go back o a pump next
week you do not know if there is going to be another ten cents zut,
regardless, the govemnment gets thalr cut just the same. If yeu Luy a
board, a carpet, a shingle anything where the 1l per centi is invnivad
the government reaps the benefits. Government has not got S inflict
mere tax, government's just automatically get more sax. I know that
wae are demanding more from government, I know that pecple are demanding

and we want the services and we nead the services, put %o go cut and

take the bite off he caple of the little fellow in some place like

Portland Creek or Trout River and make him pay property tax on a home

or on & little two-bit chip stand he is trying to create; I cannot

support iti I just cannot!

SOME HON., MEMBERS: Ch, chl
MR. SPEAKER: {BAIRD} Qréar, please!

3435 -



Hovercer 26, 1979 Tape lio, 13731 DW= 2

MR. T. BEUNNETT: - We have a lot of people who jresently
Live in urban areas, we fave a Lot of peoprle whe live prokably in

St. Jonn's who came from axound the bay and they are zuilding their
second hore, their retirement place. 7They are living ip thae givy-

of St. Johi's or Comer 2rock and they arecpaying the tax on thelr
property. I pay a lot of tax in Cormer Brook.I have a tiny piece

af property ancd I pay sufficient tax there in the city of Comer
Brock.I have pothing left intthe rural area. HMr. Speaksr; sontrary

to what the hon. gentleman way over in the corner says, I do aot know
why you have him over in the cormer I think ne should be up around the
£rent sovewhere -
A RON. MEMBER:

Port au Port is a good place.

MR, T. 3ENJETT: 5ut contrary to wWhat ae was 3uggestias
in 2 subtle way, I have liguidated any business interests tnat I have

s I could work for a district snd waork a few years at least., For a

few years of my life I would like to work for the peopla of the district
that I represent. And to support the infliction of fax on w the Lacks
cf.tha paople who cannot make a decent living for thecselves in my
district, to me that is no way of Zoing the job tnat I have Deen slected
to da. S0 you mpust understand why I am sa oppesad to inflicting tax

on pecple in rural areas. To me it is a terrible, zarribie

thing to do!l -

And wnat I started %o say a little earlier,
ag ‘many people and undoubtadly probably nalf of the hen. ladies and
gentleman hers, members in this house already have started to creace,
&whpw@uuuinmﬁluus%ue&ﬂmﬂﬁ:ﬁkemaqammz
date. Well, they are lucky,they might very well he getting income
enought to support it. But we have fellows working down on the waterfront
and in other sources of employment, in the warshouses and thege people
want fasz play and they want to go out and have a second home where
they can ratirs baek to when they are older, AaAnd if they are going
0 be paying $200 or $300 tax on that propezty it is going to discourage

them from having a place to hide away whean they get old and want to be

lefs alone. We have been recognized too long as a have-not Province and

- v

I cannot - : .
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MR, T, BENNETT: see whare this is going to

improve conditions. It might improve conditicns in the bigger cantres

like the city of St, John's, Corner Brook, and Grand Falls, it might

very wall, it might very well take scme of the tax burden off some of the
larger areas and spread it into the communities, It might also make us i

the rural tiny little areas, do with less if chere is any way we can do
with less, because all wa get, basically, im rural areas, in St. Barze districs
for the dollars that we pay in tax at the mement, just about all we get,
anyway, is a garbage colliection. We have many places along the coast of

St. Barbe district whera we have no watar svstems, we have many places

wheres we have half-developed, half-complete, half-finished water systams-

#e have about two or three sewerags systems in the district aleng thare

and I understand that L{f we want to have thsge systems introduced to our
vommpnities we are going to have to be preparad fo pay for i%t, to pay for

the tax and we are just mot able to afford to do Llt, not able to afford it on
our incomegthat we have in theose tiny communiries, whare we work six months

of three Months, if we ara lucky, or twa weeks if we are lucky. In thas dis-
trict of St. Barbe at the prasent, and I have dune this study myself so X

knew what I am talking abcutr the distriet of S:. Barbe is more than fifty
percent unesployed at this time. I would like %o have seen as much effor:
put into a bill to create employment in S5t. Barbe. I would iike to have seen

& i1l intreduced in this Hogse to cresate employment with the same effors
as Lt took to engineer this , I would like to see it go into development,
creation of employment., I would like to see a study dene in my distrier,
along with smany other studies, on why we cannet nava land available so that
we can pay tax on it, why we cannot get a licence to fish so we can pay tax,
I would like to have stndiss done in that manner. There must have been a lot
of work go into this here, this bill 58, Thers must have besn a lot of work
go into it but thare i% going to have %o be an awful lot more work 3o into it
in order éu collact the money from the people in the tiny communities. And

I am wondering if yon are going to g¢et pecple to act on Community Councils

if pecple who are going to serve have to inflict a tax on their neighbors
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¥R, T, BENNETT: who are lesa fortunate than oursalves,
What I find {n a lot of these areas is the leaders of the cestnnities who
become the mayors and councilleors aTe also the most presperocus. They saem

to be the guys who are the Sawmillers, thay seem to be tha guys who ars the
husiness pecple . In the rural arsas,mind you we have not got lawyers

and deoctors or auditors, If we want the sarvices of a lawyer, Mr.Spesaker,

we have to come all the way from Plum Poinet or from St. Anthony, for
that matter, all the way up to Corner Brock.l doubt if there is even a

lawyar in St. Anthony. I 2o not know if thers is,

MR, THOMS ¢ There are none in Stephenville.
MH, T. BENNETT: Thers ars none in Stephenville
the hon. merber tells ma. I know thera ares no lawyers opn our coast

and if you want the services of a lawver,a dentist,a doctor and many,
many other services of every day life,vou have to get in vour car and
drive many, many milas and pay for that heavy gas tax,and that heavy
rubber tax, and that heavy car tax from which the governmant already
raceives a substancial revenus without haviné ta ~ you should not have
had to pay the tax on your house before you laft to go inte Cormer Brock
to seak the services of & lagal councillor, or a doctor or any other of

thase sarvices,
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MR, BEWMNETT: So I think there should be a lot
of consideration given, a lot of thought put into iz, and as I se=
it it {3 about the end of freedom. We did have a tiny wee biz

of freedom left in those rural areas but it iz gradually, slowly,

but suraly disappearing, and it is not for much longer, and I feel
the guvernment to be taking themselves off the hock and inflicting
the burden of the cl:;allam:i.ng of taxes onto the backs of the pecpla
in the communities. If they can get pecple u serve on a community
council, to go out and collect this tax,then government will be lucky.
They are dumping their responsibility, of course, - the responsibilicy
of callecting tax - thay are dumping it onto the local municipalicies.
We have 5o smuch red tape, red tape for everything you de. If a man
wants an acre of land from the Crown it takes him years and yvears and
years and years. This is going to be similar in red tapa. The
intzoduction of tax in rural areas, the collecting of ig - you arae
going to have to set up a battary of lawysrs, you are gulng to have
to set up a battery to go in and collect the tax off these people and
sall off the propertiss of paople who cannot pay_chair. tax, because
as I understand it now, it locks like there are going to have to be
foreclosures and sverything else. If you are subject to tax, it is

a law of the country, if you ara subjecs to tax, you must pay it. I

you cannot pay, your house is on the blocks. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAXER: (Simms) The hon. member for Humber West
MR. BAIRD: I would like to support Biil 38,

I imagine it is much easier to bhe on nha_ opposition side trying to

eriticige than iz is trying to do something.

AN HON. MEMBER: There ls lots o criticise.
MR, BATSD: I would like to cormend this

government for having the initiative and the guss to go up and take
issue and bring in a bill such as thia whersby we have hesrd the Hon,

gentleman on the othar side say tchat in four years time we will damn

well know it. Well, I think we should have the guts, and I have, o
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hring in what should be legislatien to goverm and never mind going by
tha whing of a lot of individuals, I chink it iy time we had the
forsicude to bring it in, and I am glad to ses the ministar and this

government bringing it in - number one.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear:
MR, 3BAIRD: I wonder are we talking about the

good of Nawfoundland or are wa afraid of our necks four years time
when we face the eslectorate? We have Reard enough about the iivtie
fallow in the small areas, you cannot do this, we are going to take
the bread from his zable. I was nearly in tears thers this afterncen
for a while, I am sure that in Humbey West, and many other areas, we
have some pagple there too, whe have not too much bread on their
tabla, but they still have to pay their taxes, maintain their services.
Wa nave 2 situation in Humber Weat, right in Corner Brook itself, the
populaticn was 30 thousand, now it is 26 thousand, You ask ths peopie
why it is 26 thousand?” They go into tha outlying areas, ' Why? Lass
iaxes., Somebody has to pay for it, They still want watar, they want
sawerage, they want this and thsy want that, Scmebody has to pay for it,

and I suggest that everybody shoulder their burden and help pay for it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear; .
MR, BATRD: No doubt anw bill that is brought in,

especially cne of this magnitude, when you get to the clause
by elause, averything in the book is probably not what wa would lika it
ta be, but we are talking about the principla of the Lill in second

reading,, I am one hundred percent for it and I will rise or fall in

four years time. on that bill. Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: (Eimms) The hon. member for Stephenville.
MR, STAGG: Mr. Speaker, my friend from Humber

‘Wast ~ atole a few of my lines there. I am not sure our House Leader

¥new he was geing to speak but nevertheless I will forgive him for steallng
s couple of my lines and I will Zry to rephrase them 30 that thay are

parliamentary. I felt apliged %o get up and make a few remarks when I
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MR, STAGG: interjected earlizr and my colleacue
from St. Barbe (Mr, Rennect) indicaced I was making seme personal remarck
about rich people in rural areas. I merely said, "How is this bill
going to affect the rich merchants in rural areas?"” That is a general

comment I wanted him to addresz himgelf to and he immediately decided

ha was going to
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MR, STAGH:

tell us all apout how he divested himself of all his properties
apd s¢ on. I do not qaw, I must have struck a rather responsive

cord Gr raw nerve or samething.

AN HOM. MEMBER: {Inaudible} address vourself to that.

MR. STAGG: Maybe I will address mysel? to that to some

axtent. I think we do have a lot of very rich pecple in rural areas.
Newfoundland has more than its share of millionaires, more than ics
share of people who are living off their interests, who have gone cut
into small communities and naving had to pay no taxes, having existed
on DHEY grants and thias kind of grant and other kinds of grants and just
generally looking around for handouts from various government departments
and various governments and being relatively successful at it,have builtc
up guite a great deal of riches. Well, I think this bhill cnce we get out
intc these communities, you ara going to have some of these pedple paying
their fair share and I think that is geod., They should pay their fair
share.

I would also like to back up what oy friend
rom Humber West (Myx. Baird} said, that this government in four years
time will go to the polls and this property tax that all the varicus
members have szddressed themselves to so far, this will be one of the
key lssues in tha Liberal re-alection or - re-alection! How can you
talk about rewelection of the Libarals, they have been out for se long
now =« but in the Liberal's election campaign they will say chat 3il1l
58 should read, "An Act To Re-elect the Liberal Party® because they
are coing to use the same type of approach to it that thay used on the
authorities in 1975, when we saw these newspapers put out, both
by the Lireral %a:ty and the Reform Liberal Party, saying, 'Elect us
and We 4ill do away with school tax and we will do away with this tax,
and wa will do away with that tax, and neglecting, of course, te tell
the pacple of the Province that they were the cones wha hrought it in
in the first place -

SOME HCN, MEMBERNS: Hear, hear!
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MR, STAGG: = and that we have been meraly soing along
with what they brought in. Now, this is the sort of satire and song

that the Liberal Party has been used to using over the years, trying

e -
AN HON, MEMAER: What about the electrical rates?
MR. STAGG: And the electrical rates. There are all scrts

of thingsg that the Liberals have besn regponsible for over the years.
The electrical rates in this Province, 3just imagine how we are selling
the power from Churchill Falls acnd the money, $500 million a year going
into the coffers of Quebec hecause of the Liberal Party., Well,I suppose,
cthere is gome blessing to it because that is why many of us are over
hers and that is why the remnancs of the Liberal Party, the party

that is in great decline now - and the NDP are chortling, chafing at
the hir to get to the next eiec?icn whare they can become the official
Opposition in both Canada and in Newfoundland. So we will welcome

the NDP as the official Opposition for about fifteen years while
members opposits go intn a state of deciine like the Liberal Party

in BEngland.

MR. PLIGHT: A8 just witnesged in St. Mary's-the Capes

in the last by-alection.

MR, STAGG: Ch,yas, my coileague from Windsor-Buchans

{Mr. Plight} who this morning indicated to me thar thers were gaing to
be two capdidates down in Burgeo-3ay d'Espoir whe are golng to lose
their npomination fees., And @ said, "How much will you put pn it?.

and he zald, "Pifty deollars”. He said, "I will put £ifty dollars on

ie*, I said, "You are on".

MR, DINM: And he is trying to weasel out of it how. —
MR, STAGS: And now he wants to coma back and say, "No,

no I do not want to bet.

MR. FLIGHT: Two to ofle on it.

MR, SPEAKER (Baird): Qrdar, pleage!
MR. STAGG: "I do not want o bet."
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MR. SPEARKER (BAIRD): Crdexr, please!

MR, TTAGG: Relavance, Mr. Speaker?

¥R. SPEAKER: I believe =~

MR. STAGG: Yes, I guess s0.

MR. SPEAKTR: - the hon. member for Stephenville might

be straying a little bit from the topic.

UR. STAGG: Yes, I may he straving from the topic

somewhat, Mr. Speaker, but I could not restrain myself from this -
spurious interjecticn from the member fur Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Plight).

He got to me, not Twomey from Exploits either, Twomey may get him yeat.

SCME HOMN. MEMEERS: Hear, hear!
MR. STAGG: Now, Mr. Speaker, I have heard a lot of

chortling and caterwauling - chortling and caterwauling, they are

not necessarily compatible terms-buc I have heard a lot of caterwauling,
at least{f:um members oopesite talking about ne consultation wich the
mupicipalities. Well, I keliave that my colleague here spoke at the
Federation of Mayors and Municipalities, he told them what it was going
te bhe all abeut. The Royal Copmission on Municipal Government, this
tome that I have here before me, we have all had this, we have all read
this. I suppose hon. members opposite have all read this. I must

gsay that I have read it twice,even though the pages are rather clean.
It i3 just tastimony o my own personal cleanliness, thas is all that

is. All members cover here, we have all read it, we knew about iz.

3444 .



quembe: 26, La79 tape No. 1377 GH=1

MR, STAGS: We had the Royal Commission going arouna tais
Provines sevarnal vears ago. The people of this Province and the

peaple who are interested in it at the municipal lavel, they know what

is coming. I cireculated it to the members of the Stephenville Town

Council and to the Town Manager and the Town Clerk. I tocgk that

initiacive myself. I do not know if hon, membars opposite have anough
iniciative to 4o fhat sert of thing themselves, but 1f they do sot,

well, scbeit, scbeit, They then nave to say, 'well, you do not know

about it bacause the government did not sirculate it. I say they do

not kXnow about it because vou did not circulate it.

4R, G. FLIGaT: What good would it have done?
MR. STAGG: W¥hat good weuld it do? Well, you

are saying that it was not done and if you are getting no fesdback
from your municipalities it is because hon. members opposite have been
roo busy campaigning in by-elections. The members of the Liberal
Party get elected to this House so¢ they can go campaign in federal

and provincial by-elections. I think what they should have been doing
“is eirsulating copies of Bill 538 to theixconstituents and £inding cut
how it was going to affect them, and I submit that under the Election
Expensas Act that all the expenses of the members oppusite, who are
suppesed to be here in the House, should be totalled up for the member
for Burgeo~5t. George's {Mr. Simmons) and just see, he might he over
vhe $25,000. We might get him unsaated, who knows.

AN HON. MEMBER: Thas ig already looked after
{inauvdible}.

MR, STAGG: Alraady locked after, I see.

Well, I just may get an order on that. Now, where was I7?

SOME HOM. MEMEERS: - . Howhera
MR, STAGG: Yas, ves, I was suggesting that

hon. members cpposite may have been derelict in their duty to their
consticsuencs, in that they had not circulated the bill, and I
submit that that is correct. Now, I circulated it zo the members

of the Stephenville Town Council and to the Town Manager and so en,
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MR. STAGG: and I was complimented by it ~
complimented on my action by them, saying what a great member you
are for doing that szort of thing, and I suggest that hon. members

opposite - they have missed the boat now, they just have not done it.

MR, J, CAHTER: So modest.
MR, STAGG: Yag, yes, modesty - well, I am as

modest as I need to be. There were two coments came back on the -
town manager's role and the rele of the town clark, and these are
mattazrs that I have brought to the attention of the minister and he
has given me adequate and satisfacrory explanaticons on beth.

AR, L. TROM4S: {Inaudibkle) 1 would like zo hear

it.

ME. STAGG: You would like to hear it?

MR. L. TREHS: It is one of the points I raised,
MR. STAGG: one of the points vou raised, ves.
Well, one of the points raised was under the new bill, 'The gown
manager can be excluded from meetings of committees of the council
L% they want it so, i think =zhat it is noe a bad idea, Thera
was another mattar about the town clark and the treasurer, which
was a rather complicated thing and I must admit that I was not all

thar concerned about iz,

AN HOM, MEMBER: Section 58 {inaudiblae}.
MR. STAGG: Zection 58, That is what the

hon. member is worrlied about, Section 38. So they were comparatively

minor matters, and I am satisfied that the legislaticn in no way .
needs o bhe changed. The town councillors say it ig a marvellous

piece of legislaticn. So, who is going to profit from this, who

is going to profit? I submit that the peoples in rural Newfoundland

are going o be the benefactors of this. Now, initially, they are

going to be told by their members, many of the members opposite here

in whose districts they will have property tax and water and sewerage

tax for the first time, they are going to be told that this i3 the

big, bad Tories who are coming in and going back en alection cromices

and just generally deserve to be defeated in the next election.
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MR. STAGG: Well, hon.: members cppusitsz may e
right., ALl of them may get re-alected the next time arosund, and what
will we have? We will have the same figures as we had before, sc

I submit that hon. members copposite are probably astutve anough
policically, smal; 's' politically, toc take advant;ge af thisg bill

and to use it as a re-election vehicle as they used the school tax
mattar in 1975,and will probabkly dadicate a disproportionata amounc

of thelr time in tzvying to destroy the biil. You Xnow, I have seen
situatiens out in the Bay St. George area, particularly in the district

of Port au Port, whers peogle are gquite concerned about the lack of

water and sewer facilities and
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B, P, STAGS: the picking vp of waste, garsage
callection 3¢ sometines tney form these wasta disposal cormicesas
which, ia affe&t—:he faes for them are higher than if vou had
incorporated munisipalities. It does not wake sensa! So sorekody
in those communities, whether 4t be the elected officials or tae
copmunity people or the merber, I 4o not xnow-I was cub tnere for a
while mysalf and I was not successful.and the present messer does
not seem fo e having anymeore successy Sut it is & gonsideraticn
that pecple in rural arsas are going to nave to make and they are
all going to have to bita the bullec,If they want these serfvices

of water and sewer faciliries and wells and garfage collection anc
street lighting and recreation facilities that are associated with
tha parks and recreation commission they are going te have to pay
for Lt. Previously, it was the old pozk tarrel method which was the,

as I understand it, government guarantsed loans -

M. FPLIGHT: {Inaudible) currenciy.
R, F. STAGG: Yas, and currently too. adad we watit

to get away from that and I think we siould get away fzem ie.

MR. DINN: Special grants.
MR, F. STAGG: Special grancs and special intereszs

where a cosmunity council or a town that comes in and is able to put
encugh pressure on the minister o may have a pelitical advantage
over scmebody alse may come in and may appear, at least, they may not

it dapends on the government that is in power or the particular

h

zminister, but they may get an advantage gver their fellpws. ESo if vou

3

thipk that your colleagus, whichever side he is on,is getting an advan-
tage over yqﬁ well, then, you are immadiately in there parading into tae
minister’s ¢ffice and the minister, all he has time to do iz to deal
with ou :;qéd delegations and outraged members because pedgple are
getting tiese Government Guaranteed Loans. I kpow when I was First
electad in 1971, I was just a mere stripling at the time, I was

gontamked by a cormunity council that had been given =~
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YR, F. STAGG: well, it degends on which pare of tae

coast you are from, striplings are over cur way. Stripling, I chink,
may be corrsct thoygh. The hon., member over there is embarrmssing M@ now
and it is not easy to do. I was asked by a comrunity council whe,
ceincidentally, had gotten approval for che negotiation of a
Govarmpent Guarantgad Loan aof $125,000 or sc about the first waek
in Gotober 1371 « a rather coincidenzal time since the election was
neld in 1971 and he saic to re after I got elected, of course, in

spite Of the Government Suarantaed Loan op whatever -

MR, ThOMS: Come up 1375,
MR, F. STAGG: Well, I have to come up to 1575, 1 am

starting back when I was a neopayte at tihis business and t2en I will
work &My way up to gy present Stature as a person.whe knows it all.

Ad EJW. MEMBER:

{Inaudible) neophyte {inaudikla)

MR, F, STAGG: Tou were a nesphyte, yes. 3o anyway

they askad me,'Zo what are we going o do with this 5125,0008) They
sald'We cannot pay it back’'. Aand I said, 'Well, koy, if you cannot

pay it back you are going to be bankrupt', and I said, ‘Do you

want to be known as a community council than is in bankruptey?' and

they said 'He'. 'Well} I said, 'Well, then you had Setter refuse it'.
and they did. wWell,I learned very quickly,of course,that you do not
turn down these things because JOVEINrent's never renege on these
luans,r they always pay them off, and very quickly we g?t the ;efusal
changed into an acceptance. Sut there sesms to ba no order‘to tnose
things, it i3 completely within the purview of the memcer and nis
relationship with the wminister, and whether you are on the government
side or the Opposition side what you get or what you 4o not get. Thag -_
i3 the accusation that can be made and maybe rightfully so in some
cases, So I think the quicker we address curselves to that the better
and that ccmmunities‘thac get these services will have to be responsible
far raising a reascnable amcunt of it themselves, S8cause up to this Line
wa have seen the rather grotesque situation arise many times where

thera have been millions of dollars given to a water and
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MR. STAGG: _ sewexr aystem, and the paople have net
in any way been briefed, they do not xnow what is happening. All they
know is that the government is giving them 3 couple of million dollars,
but they still have the sane attitude towards taxazion. They say,

"We will zake it, we want it and we will take it, Suc we certainly

do not intend to pay for it", so government is Zorced, aventually, to
face the issue on these things because there ars some geople in the
Province who have always paid their way. I know that for vears it was
known on the West Copast that the Town of Channeli-fort aux Basquas was
always a town that paid its own way., That was known as a sors of a
legendary communicy within municipal circles, zhat vthe Town of Channel-
Ppre aux Basques always paid its way. I am happy to 3ay, Mr. Speaxer,
that the Town of Stephenville iz in the same position.. The Town of
Stephenville pays ilzs own way. t is one of the wmodel communities,
where property tax, which was instituted in 1953, and it was dora

properly by a vote of the pecple -

AN HON. MEMBER: Now, therein liaes the differance.
MR. STAGD: Therein lies the difference. Well,

in 1953, the peopla of Stephenville decided %o incorporate and shortly
thereafter rhe town cpuncil decided they weza going =o have property
tax. It was not done by plebiscite, it was done by the councillors
deciding they wers going to have a property tax, so I may have Hisled
hon. members to some extant on that one. In any avept, we have had
property tax in Stephenvillie for gquite some number of years and, as

& result, we have a good community. We have many of the services that
are associated with towns and cities that are larger, and it is a goed
place to live. Psople in all parts of the Province are going to have
to learn and are learning that, if vou are going to have these services,
you are going to have to pay for them. You sometimes run into scme
iudicrous examples of people trying to avoid tax, I know of several

examples of pepple who have moved from an urban area to a rural area

in an attempc to avoid property tax., They build a beautiful house,
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4R, STAGSG: and find that they have to get water.
Well, the conventional wisdom is that vou just sink a well paint or
dig a well and you get water but not always does this hagpen. You
do not always get water, S0 I know of at least one parson who drilled
a $6,000 well to find nothing, found it was a duster. 5o, there arse
many examples of this, people who are trying to avoid taxartion and
really are hoisted on thelr own petard to scme axtent. This bill is

characteristic of this kind of governmanc,

AN HOM, MFMBER: That is right.
MR. STAGG: It is characteristic, that is right,

and hon. members opposite will give the characteristic type of answer
to it, because vou could =asily go around this Province and through
cheap political trickery - and this is not attributed to any hon.
members opposite, of course, because that is unparliamentary - bot

it would be possible for hon., members opposite, if they wanted to,

or some of their friends or soma.people to go around this Province
and use this point only and say that if we weras slected, we would
nct do anything like ¢his, I submit, ves, if thef wera electad, they
would not 2o anything like this because there would be no rural parts
of this Province if the Liherals wers still in power. There would be
no rural parts to this Province, because we would have been resettled

into ghettos, ghaettos, that is what we would have been.

MR.FLIGHT: Ghettos in Alberta,
MR, STAGG: Ghettes in Alberta? Some of our

people are presently working in Alberxta, that s correct. M, Speaker,

cshat is why we have this country called Canada where you have

free flowing of peopls acrass provincial borders. Many of our people —_—
are presently working in Alberta, It is a tradition that we are going

to reversa. It is a tradition that we are going to reverse, and I

submit that by the time hon. members opposite have to go back and face

the alectorate in about 1983 or so ~ because hon. members can be

relatively safe until then - we will show that there is, indeed, a

very significant reversal in the trend of cuzward migration to places

like Alberta, and they are going to be coming back. They are going zo

be coming back freom Alberta, You know, there arsa no Liberals in
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MR, STAGG:

Alberta. The{y are going to be coming back from Alberta and

you know thers are no Liberals in Alberta, Mr. Speaker, there ars
no Liberalsin Alberta. There are only Teries in Alberta who are
going to be coming back from Alberta. Everyone who comes back
From Alberta is a vote for the P.C. Party and the §.C. tradition.

MR, SPEAKER (Mm., SIMMS): Crdar, please! Qrder, please!

1 assume the ncn. pember for Stephenville
ig about o make a point relevant to the debate.
MR, STAGG: Yes, Mr. 3peaker, Iam talking about hon.
members oppesite and the ressttlement programme and how, if they were
still in poewer, there would be no need for the Municipalities Act
because thare would only be a dozen or 3o big towns in the Provinca.
And probably the population of the Province would enly be abour
306,000 if hos. members opposgite and their cohorts had had their
way .

So this is a bil)l that envisions there being
a lot of big towns in this Province, a lot of prosperity. And the
people of this Province are not going to have any problem paying their

sroperty taxes. Unemployment is down, is that not right, Mr. Ministes?

AN EON. MEMBER: {Inaudible).
MR. 3TAGG: Unemployment is down. Wages are up, everything

is up. And we are ready for the obfuscatory - that is a nice word, is
it not? - remarks that hon. members opposite are going to %y to put
across to the pecple of this Province cencerning this bili. ‘They
will be on the open line. They will he trying ro persuade the
Newfrundland public that people on this side are not sincere in their

dedication to thiz Province. But the pecple of this Province know

differentiy.
MR, FLIGHT: Joe Clark is doing a good job at it.
MY, STAGG: Yes, Joe Clark is doing a geod iob hut

Joe Clark is going to be Prime Minister of Canada for a long time,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, heax!
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HR. STAGG: l Be is going us be Brime Minister of Canada
an awful letc longer than the hon. pember is going to be the member
£ar Grand Bank (Mz. Thomg) I will tell you that because the hon.
membar for Grand Bank is5 going to he a cne-term member, one term.
The people of Grand sank when we gatting our travelling medicine show
going arsund this Provinca showing the pecple of the Province how
P.C. times are good times, Tory times are good times, the hon. member
for Grand Bank iz going to hava to look for a hanker.

MR. SPEAKER (Mg, SIMMS): Order, please! Aslevancy.

AN HOM., MEMBER: The hon. member for Grand Sank should not

be speaking if he is not in his seat.

MR. STAGG: Now, Mr, Speaker, the hon. members opposite
gat to me I mst say. They have a new tact as wall in discussing this
Bill. They lament the fact that the press are not sovering them,
Well,as I know from sad experience, through the quality of some of

my speeches, the press will give you the coverage you deserve. And

in tha case of hon. members oprosite, who have most to say in this
House,the prass are not covering cthem. They are getting the

coverage they daserve,which is practically nil,and, cbvicusly, it is
baing preceived hy the public of this Province and by the press that
this is a good hill. This is forward locking legislatien. This is
legislacion looking forward o the year 2000, because we will still
have this hill in pretty well the same form with a few minor amendments
by the year 2000,when some of us may be getting ready for cur old age
pension. Personally, I will then he closing in on £ifry in the year
2000 and I might even consider retiring from polirics. all hon.
members opposite are guing to be gone because of the characteristics
that they evidence every now and then of opposing forward locking
legislation of this type. S0 we are going to be here, they are going
t ke gone and let us get on with the job and let us get home for

Chrigtmas. Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMEERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Bay of Islands.
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MR, WOODRCW: Mr, Speaker, I would like to have a few

words to say on the hill, hill 58. Before deing so I feel that the
hon. member from Stephenville {Mr. Stagg) is trying £o compece with the
hon, member for LaPoile (Mx. Nearv).

MR, NEARY: Ch, no.

MR, WOODROW: And delng a good job at is.

AN HON. MEMBER: I find no harm in it.

MR., WODDROW: In the meantipe, Mr. Speaker =
SCME HON, MEMBERS: oh, chi

MR, SPEAKT? (MR, SIMMS): Order, please! Crder, pleasal

MR. STAGH: A point of crder, Mr. Speaksr.

MR. SPEAKER: Cn a point of order, the hon. member for
Stephenville.

MR, STAGG: I must say, Mr. Speaker, that I do not mind
being mentioned in the same breath as the member for LaPeoile (Mz. Neary}

as far as being colourful
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MR, STAGS: is zoncerned but I would not
want o asgociatad wish too many of the ideas that he espouse$

Lo,

MR, SPEAXER: To the paint of order, The

hon, member for the Strait of Belle Isle.

MR, ROBERTS: Having heard the member for
Stephanville for a nusber of years, I would say there i3 no danger

he will sver bé associated with any ideas, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh;
MR, SPEMXER: Order, please. Perhaps I should

cake the matter yndexr advisement, but I think I am preparad at this

stage o rule that theze was not a poiat of order, and I ask the

hon, member for Bay of Islands to continua,

ME,. WOORBOW: In the meantime, Mr. Speaker, I would

alzo like to make note of the very passicnate plea made by the member

from St. Barbe (Mr. Bennett). I feel that svery word he said wag sincere,

and he certainly has been a very, vary hard worker all hias 1ife, and I

can testify to that. [ am sure he i3 sincers in his remarks., In thae

meantime, Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the minister and the

government on the bill, and I should call it a very prograssive bill

because it cartainly iz going to touch the lives of svervbody in the

Province., There is no doubt about it, it is geing to help scme and

de harm, maybe even cause hardship to othars, I think, Mr, Speaker,

that the pecple living in the urban areas are going co be the benefactors

of thig bill. It so happens in the Province at the present time thare are
s+ eleven urban digtricts in the sSt. John's~-Metropolitan Ares, there are

two urban didericey in Corner Broek, an urban district in Grand Falls, one

in Gatder, and in Stephenville, that makes eleven urban seats. My

district, My, Speakar, is as all the menbers know, a district thae is halg

urban and half zural, and in fact I am not one bit at all beothered about the

urban part of it as far as this bill is concerned. I think the urban pars
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MR, WOODRCW: of the district is indeed going to

be the henefactor -

YR, NEARY; Are you for it or against ic?
MR. WOODROW: — af the bill.

wall, Mr. Speaker, I would liks to
say in rapiying o my good friend from LaPoile, I am trying to face
the issue. That was why I was elected - to be henost with peowvle,

Try to do what i right, And I have also notad the concern of the
member for Grand Bank {Mr. Thoms) because he is in a completely rural
distrigst, and he must be concerned as well as all other mambers in
rural districts.

By the same token, Mr. Speakez, I
must say that a lot of wealthy people, and I am thinking £irst of all
of the City of Cormer Brock, they left the City of Corner Brook, thay
went and built magnificent homes, as the hon. member who is oceupying
the Chair at the present time knows, theys built magnificant homes along
the Trans-Canada Highway in places like Steady Srook - all due respects
to my hon, friend from St, Barba South - and farther up the highway,
and,of course,a lot of other peaople went to Pasadena. By the same token,
a lot of others from Cozner Brook went and bullt along the South and the

North Shore of the Bay of Islands, in the rural part of my disesict.

MR, NEARY. Is that drive-in ctheatre in vour.
districe?
MR, WOODROW: I must alsc say, Mr. Speaker, bacause

I think it ralates to the bill, a lot of peaple have strived, they have
worked hard, ¢o build homes in places like Benoit's Cove, Lark Harbous,

Yark
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AR, L. WOCDRCW:

Harbour, Meadows, Summerside,Gillams and other places. A lot of
these pecple have really worked hard and in many sases they own
their howes, so. we certainly have to give thought to those hard-
working people. Now what I am getting at ners - and I feel

chat the minister propably in his rzeply will be mentioning theass

things - 1 a person is on social assistance he is able to get
his water rates,or what have you, paid. for, But what about, Hr.
Speaxer, the hardworking poor of this Province, the hardworking
man who is probably gesting: the minimum wage? Now is thers
any allowance going to be made for him? That is one of the things
:ha:aéonca:ns me, I hope in fact there will Le sceme allowance
in some way or another made for aim.

E Now in the meantime, Xr, Speaker, the people of
Cornar Brook, the people of Gander, the people of St. John's have
a tax basedut what tax base, for example,dn the people in a place
like Gillams have?
AN HON., MEMIER: Lark Hazrbour,
AR. L. WOODROW: Lark Harkour is ancther one, Margaree,
for example,and Badger's Quay. In fact, I noticed this porning as I was
Listaning to the news the pecople Ln Badger's Jway-are looking Zor a
tax assessment already. But I think a lof of the peopla in che smaller
sommunities,and I have to agree with sy hon, friend for 5t. Barke
[Mr. Bennett},are going to f£ind it very difficult., They will not find
it difficult,as the hon, mamber has szaid,in places like Port au Choix
and Daniel's Harkour, I believe,and Port Saunderg, but they are certainly
going to find it hard, I feel sure that when the hon. miniscer speaks, -

when he gets up to cloge off tha debate, he will probably tell us

there is going to be a cailing on the taxation.

A HOW. MEMBER: Yo, the sky is the limig,
MR, L, WOQDRCHW: That is going to ke -

Is there going to be a ceiling on it? In faet, not because a fellow
worked and strived to get a nome,it does net mean he has monaey, ke

propahly put the last cent in his home. In facy, I have Seen it even
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MR, L. WOQDRIW: happen in the city of lormer BRrook.
If you happen to paint vour house, i you hapgpen to do up your £ront
éarden or something,they slap it to you. In other words, give it

%0 him because he protably has got a nice garéen,_ or maybe 1f has a
tec room, “tkay, give it to him, " in fact, insteag aof qiving.

him ecredit and saying, 'This fallow is txying to beautify che city

of Corner Brock or beautify soms other place.' Waell really, you know,
they zay, 'Just slap the tax on him'.

Hdow,as I said,perhaps the most impartanc
thing is that I would iike for the minister when he responds,if he is
in a position %0 do it .perhaps he i3 not, I am not saying ne is-but
if ne i3 in a position %2 do it,I would like for aim to mell us, for

axanpie, say all the homes.~ I will take tne community of Benoit's

Cove,for example~are all -

AN HOM, MEMOER: How akout Lark Hazbour?
AR. L. WOODROW: No, not LArk Harbour because Lark

darbour has not had water and sewerage., You have to have 30 per

cent water and sewarage before the taxes are imposed.

AN HCOM, MEMBER: Fifty per zent water!
MR. L. WOCDROW: Yes, and/or I suppose. But will thare

ba an equal assessment for evervbody?

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudikle} zoing to be assessed, yes.
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ME., WOODROW:
Another good point, Mr. Speaker, I should make, I am wondering iF
the taxes should be based on income. For example, the hon. member

for the sStraits of Belle Isle {Mr. Roberts), let us say he is living

g

t in -

HR. ROBERTS: {Inaudible).

MR. WOCDROW: - =~Gillams. No, let us say he is living cut

in Giliams,

MR. ROBERTS: I weuld like to live in Gillams.

MR, WOODROW: Yes, nlce spot. Well, suppcse he is
making $50,000 a year and his next door neighbour is making, maybe,
$25,000 a year; will they both be equally assassed?

MR. ROBERTS: If they have equal property, under this bill,
yes.

MR. WOCDROW: Yes. But really I rprobably missed sy point there.

I am asiking the minister, did he ever consider taxing people on incoms

rather than oan pxoperty? That is a good point to cansider.

MR, ROBERTS: Governmant has the power to do that.
ME, WOODROW: Yes. Well in any case,it is a good poinc.

sut, Mr. Speaker, I feel sure that we could talk for a iong time
on the bhill.

MR. ROBERTS: Well dal we are going =o be days on the bill
yet.

MR, WOODRRCHW: Yas. And furthermore, and let us say during

my sojourn to my districe -

¥R. ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman made cne of his rare visits.
MR. WOODROW: ~ over the weekaend where I attended -~

MR. ROBERTS: Yes I heard of mass meetings to get the

mamher home .

MR. WOCODROW: - a Licns Club charter night in Curling.

MR, RCBERTS: The hon. gantleman braved the Lions.

MR, WOODROW: Another Lionsg Club in Curling, another

service club.
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Mn, RCBERTS: A good organizatien.
MR, WOCDRCW: I must say I was really pleased and some

pecple spokae about this hill and they are certainly concerned about

it.
MR. ROBERTS: Praised it, no doubt,
YR, WORDROW: Apd I will agree that a good many paople -

maybe the Federaticn ¢f Mayors and Municipalities knocw about it,
maybe gsome of the gouncils - but I think the ordinary man in the
Street, I wonder does he know about it.

MR. RISBERTS: The hon. gentleman is making a very geod
point and the answer i3, he dees not and that is why we are here
debating it.

MR. WOCDROW: well in all fairness, in fact, he certainly
should know about it. 1 understand the hon. minister is going o
travel during the Summer.

4R. ROBERTS: Right. They will know aboun it whenl they
get their tay bills.

MR. WOCDROW: . Well, you know, it is not -

MR, ROBERTS: And the government will know about it shortly
thareafter,

Mit, WOODROW: Yes. However, I have to say that it is a
brogressive. step. Iz face,l sat down in company with the minister

agd other members and we went over the bill from page to page to page.
As I said,really what still bothers me most is how is the property

tax going to be levied.

MR. NEARY: vWhat bothers me is how you are going to vote.
MR. WOCDRCW: Well,now the hen. member knows that he does

not have to bother about me.

R, ROBERTS: well, there are those who say one should

not bother with the hon, gentlemen apposite, ves.

MEB, WOCDROW: I did very good in the last election; I got
a majerity of 1,000.

MR, NEARY: Remindsg me of & caribou (inaudible).
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MR. WOODROW: He does a0t worry any more about me.

MR, NEARY: That is my charitable nature.

MR, WOCDROW: In the meantime -

MR, ROBERTS: How does the hon. member feel about regicnal

government? Would he fall us about thac?

B

- WOODROW : Rregional, no, I am not going te ge inco ghaw,

#r. Speaker.

MR. ROBERTS: The bill does. -
MR, WOOTROW: But, ves, I would say - and I am thinking now

of two communities, the communitiaes of Lark Harbour and York Harbour -

thig bill is going to do them & whole lot of gosd -

MR. ROBERTS: hear, hear!
MR. WOODROW: « begauge at the present time thare are

300 feat hetween the two communities and they should becoms one

cemmunity.

MR. ROBERTS: ‘ and the hon. gentleman -

MR. WCCDROW: Thare should be cne community ball, one

maAyor.

M, ROBERTS: .Well,why is that not done?

MR. WOODROW!: One, we say, one clerk.

MR. NEARY: If they want to do it {inaudible).

MR. WOODROW: _ {ne saow clearing, for example.

MR. ROBERTS: Why is it not done?

M. WOCDRCW: In fact,in many cases, as I say, it is going

to do good.

MR, ROBERTS: Well,I agree but why is it not done now? .
MR, WOCOROW: In cases like that, you know. _ _
MR. MEARY: Why is it not done? ;

E-W:. ROODROW : What?

MR, MEARY: why is it> not done?

MR WOCDRCOW: Well, I mean, the minister will have the cower

now to amalgamate.
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MR. MEARY:
MR. WOODROW:
power now to amalgamate

MR, ROBERTS:

MR. WOODROW:

MR. ROBERTS:

MR. WOODROW;

MR. ROBERTS:

MR WOCDRCW:

it for you.
MR. ROBERTS:
watershed?

MR. WOODROW:
MR, ROBERTS:
could check.

MR, WOODROM :

congratulate the hon. minister and the government.

Tape Mo, 1383

Tha hig stick now.

o, no not neceasarily,

is-4

He will have the

Lark Harbour and York Barbour.

When were these two incorporated?

Ch about, roughliy speaking, ten years ago.

Ch, I see.
Absolutely.

Are vou sure?

Are you sure?

I have not got the axact date Lut I can get

I wonder if it was after 1872, that great

Ho, ne, no. I would say arcund ten years.

I wondar if the hon. gentleman perhaps

in the meantime, Mr. Speaker, I do want o

I alsoc want to

cbngratuj.a:e all who have spoken about this bill berause I feel that

they are -

MR. ROBERTS:

They are trying to serve their counury by

keeping the debate going.
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MR, WCODROW: ~conecerned about Lo, This i3 a real
big step in the Province, and I hope as we take this step that we will

be doing a lot of good for our peocple in the Province.

MR. ROBERTS: Hear, hear! Waell said!.

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKER: (Sirmms) The hon. member faor 3urin~Flacentia
West.

MR. HOLLETT: Thank vou very much, Mr. Spaaker.

First I would like to congraculate tha member for Stephenville (Mr. Stagg)
on his usual excellent after~five speach when there iz no prass ners.
I thought he did a pasterful iob, and I am also happy to know that he
is concarned about election sxpenses. I was itust making a note here
because heing somewhat invelved T made a note here that for his
participation in that particular election, of course, on a per diem
bagis we have to figure out now his professional income plus his

MHA's income which, according zo the pells, showed very little rasult
in the St. George's area. But just a few brief commencs on that, 3ut
cerrainly there is one cothar point that I should not pass over at this
stage, partaining to that great speech. It was him suggesting thaz
the Likberals were joing to usze =his particular new proposed act as
Dart of the next election platform. I will speak perscnally for 2
minuve., First, baing an ex-mayor and being somewhat responsible fer
introducing property taxes in our own =unicipalicy, and stating that

in the riding I represent about 84 per cent of the residents there
pay property tax now, I would certainly compare my plurality wich

the member f£rom Stephenville's any time.

"ME. STAGG: Your pluraliey?
MR. HOLLETT: Well, whatever you want to call iz,

1§ would like to go back to the member f£or Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodraow),
and I think that he hit a very real point in relation to this bill,
and that is the lack of consultaticon. If there is one big lcophole
in it to date, that is it} not in the bill itgelf byt in the manner

in which it is going to be implemented. I can remember hback Juice a
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MR, HOLLZTT: faw years when the npon. the Pramier
was minister. He was a great supporter of and participant of
consultation with the municipalities. I believe, if I ramember
sorrectly, he was a gentleman who helped set up the Provipcial-
Municipal Liaison Committee, and if it was not tha Premier,certainly
tha hon., member from Pleasanevilile (Mr. Dinn) as minister certainly
participated in this tvpe of liaison between dovernment and municipalinries.
Contrary to what has been said by some people, this particular act

I did rake the liberty te get copies and circulate in my own riding.
I found aven in municipalities of Burin and Marystown, which have
been involved for quite scme time, the councillors are not studving
it. 1 am not condemning this aet at all and I trust that we all look
at it very thoroughly on each division as we go down through, and
certainly I for one will support what I feel is good simply because
over gquite a few years thera is a lot in here which, as a person,

I worked for and had a lot of support in this Province.

MR, STAGG!: {Inaudible).
MR. EOLLETT: Thank you, alithough coming from +=he

member from Stephenville (Mr. Stagg) I do not know if I should accept
that or not., In all sericusness, this consultation aspect does
bother me somewhat. I have taken the time to talk to a lot of
repregentatives of municipalities in the arsag that I travelled

in over the last three weeks i{n particular, and I was wery surprised
how little they really knew and the long-term implications. That is
from the large towns to the small ones and in the small ones, in
particular, I chink everybody hers will agree,they do have the problam
of not fulletime town managers and other oype staff who can take it -
how does it apply to us, how does it apply to a region - sort of a
breakdewn? I think thar is terribly important and that is primarily
why I supported the amendment, because when we look argund this
Provinee right now, and we look at it - for some strange reason ta date
the most I have heard is just on the property tax aspect of it,

You know, there are many far-reaching aspects of this bill that
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MR. HOLLETT: deserve considerable thought and

discussion before we are all happy with iz. But =he amaller

communities
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ME, D, HOLLETT: : certainly are the ones that
are in a turmoil over this bill. I do not blame this directiv on the
minister at all; there was a time frame, I am sure, in which he had to
operate. However, as I said sarlier, I am surprised that asither (a)
this was not circulated totally and preferably, I think, a condenged
version could have been circulated., When I say a condensed version,
the real points that are here, and I am sure that the Deparvment of
Municrpal Affairs and Housing have the capabilities to do this because
in the past they have done it with housing programmes, consultation
and many other programmes that I can mentioﬁ. on the bill, like I
said I will not go into article by article or item by item, but I do
find that now that a minimum amount of coverage by members of this
Housze, and I am sure we have &)} had the cpportunity to visit our
district and say something on it in the right acvdience and otherwise,
but the more it pecomes Known to the people and what bothers me mest
is what has been known as not necegsarily the fagt, Mr. Minister. This
is whera I am afraid that there is going to ba a large reacticon £o
what probably, when we go through it will be basically a good piece of
legislation for the future. I am afraid that we could waelcome it with
a nagative reacticn against all the gecd points in it, certainly scme
I personhally have already received scme, and as a suggestion I really
think it is terribly imporrant that those municipalities are reached
because I have taken the coppertunity to contact neople who are on the
Federation of Municipalities right now. I have heard Mr. Smith's
comments, I have read scme of them, but I can assure this House that his
commants are not shared by all the members of that axecutive. As a
mattar of fact, there are members of that executive who have not aven
ruad this bill yet. I do not know about seeing it but I know they have
not read it, which certainly is not indicative of the crogs section that
we have in this Province.

Se I will f£inish on this point today
and just reiterate again the importance cof the elected councillors and,
equally imporzant, the pecple who live in all municipalitiaes, large and

small, in this Provinee, I feel thay have a right toc know just how this is
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YR. D. HOLLZTT:

AN HOM. MEMBER:

MR, HOLLETT:
the dsbate, Mr.
MR. SPEAKER:
adjournad. The

MR, MARSHALL:

§oing to affect them in the fyture.
Adjourn the Zebats.
I would like to adiourn
Speakex,
The debata has been
hen. President of the Council.

Mr, Speaker, I move that

the House at iis rising do adjourn until tomorzew, Tuesday at three

o'clock and that this House do now adjourn,

On motion, the House at

its rising stands adjourned until tcmorrow, Tuesday at three of

the clock,
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QUESTION #56

MR, NEARY (LaPoile) - To ask the Honourabie the Minister of
Health to lay upen the Table of the House the foliewing Information:-
{a}) How many physiotherapists were recruited outside the Province
in 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1878, and 1979 to date?
{b} In what provincas or countries were these physiotherapists

recrui ted?

ANSHER
(a) 1974 - 9
1975 - 16

. 1978 - 13

1877 - 14

1978 - N

1879 - 13

15

(b) Other provinces - 44
United Kingdom - 29
India -3

76
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